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TO OUR READERS 
We have restructured the Firm Foundation , 

streamlined the procedure for producing the 
paper, and secured the serv ices of qualified men 
to assure regular, monthly publication. 

The business office is now in Bedford, Texas, 
a suburb of Fort Worth. Eddie Whitten is the 
newly appointed business manager of the com
pany. He is well qualified for this im portant 
position. 

The editorial a nd writing staff is unchanged , 
but the editorial office is in Houston, Texas. 
Please refer to the masthead for the address and 
phone numbers of the editoria l and business 
offices. Manuscripts should be submitted to the 
Houston address, and all business matters to the 
Bedford address. 

Our readers are the most important com
ponent of the entire enterprise. We deeply 
appreciate your sympathetic understanding, and 
patience, and pledge to publish the paper on a 
regular schedule. Your continued support is 
essential to the success of this journal. The Firm 
Foundation magazine provides an important 
service to the church. We are dedicated to pre
senting to our valued readers a periodical of 
highest quality. The articles will be info rmative, 
stimulating, and encouraging. 

It is necessary to make some changes. Because 
of increase in postage, and rapidly ri sing pro
duction cost , the paper will be 32 pages. This will 
continue at least through 1991. The dateline 

of the paper is changed to the current date. 
Adjustments will be made to compensate our 
subscribers , and assure their satisfact ion. 

As a new yea r dawns, we turn the page, and 
sta rt afresh. For over a hundred years children 
of God, through the pages of the Firm Founda
tion, have pressed for a restoration of the ancient 
order. The paper is a needed tool for a loyal 
church. This decade will present problems to br. 
so lved , false doctrine to be corrected, truth to t-e 
upheld , and suffering saints to be cheered. VIe 
hoist the blood stained ba nner of truth , and face 
the future with hope and courage. "If God be 
for us, who can be against us?" 

- The editors and staff writers 
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Editorial . .. 

WHAT'S WRONG? 
by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Some scholars offer the church a new hermeneutic, and most of 
the church is refusing the offer. There is a clear-cut difference 
between reading, understanding, and obeying the Bible, and the new 
hermeneutic, which accounts for most of our brothers rejecting the 
new theory. 

Many papers presented at the annual. Christian Scholars Con
ference advocate various facets of th~ new hermeneutic. The 
conference has been meeting since 1981, and many hundreds of 
written pages have been produced. The articles may be purchased. I 
have read the published papers extensively to understand better the 
proposal for a new method of Bible study. 

Some involved in the Scholarship Conference speak on the new 
hermeneutic, but say they cannot define it, and do not know what it 
is. Others on the program seem to have a clear conception of this 
new way of reading and understanding the Bible. The papers 
presented over the past decade at the Scholarship Conference give a 
complete definition of the new method. Not every person in the 
conference accepts the new hermeneutic, and some disapprove of it. 
Most of those taking part in the conference do accept at least some 
aspects of the new hermeneutic, and not a few take the total 
package. 

It is of pressing importance for all brothers in Christ to understand 
this new teaching as precisely as possible. Professors in many 
schools operated by brethren are teaching to the students this 
different approach to the Bible. Some preachers have accepted the 
proposition, and their teaching reflects that fact. Mothers and 
fathers need to know about the new hermeneutic. Elders must be 
informed of what it is all about. 

In an article entitled, Bringing the Word to Life: An Assessment of 
the Hermeneutical Impasse in Churches of Christ, Part II, Gary D. 
Collier of Pasadena, California wrote: "This study has attempted to 
provide some perspective. It has argued that two dominant and 
fundamentally different hermeneutical theories are represented in 
what can be called the Rationalist/Inductive School and the Scholar
ship Movement. That hermeneutical difference directly impacts the 
life and character of the churches" (pages 17-18). 

The time-honored method of studying the Bible is called The 
Rationalist Inductive School, and the new, emerging method is 
labeled The Scholarship Movement. Brother Collier observes that 
the life and character of the church is at stake. Those pushing the 
new and different way of understanding scriptures make no bones 
about their intention of altering the church. If they have their way, 
the changed church will be an apostate church. Under the skin, The 
Scholarship Movement is a sister to the restructured Disciples of 
Christ. 

To prove the point, The Abilene Reporter News, under dateline of 
May 26, 1990, published a long article, with the heading, Pastor 
Leaving Abilene, Heading for England. The caption under the picture 
of this departing pastor reads, "The Rev. Stephen Taylor, a former 
Abilene Christian University instructor, will pastor three congrega-



tions of the United Reform Church in the United 
Kingdom." Incidentally, the picture was in the new 
chapel on Abilene Christian University campus. The 
article explains that the Rev. Baker Stephen Coving
ton Taylor is accepting his first full-time pastorate. 
The United Reform Church includes some parts of 
the Congregationalist Church, United Church of 
Christ, Presbyterian Church (USA), Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), and the Methodist Episcopal 
church. Taylor explained that in his new role whether 
he baptizes infants by immersion or sprinkling will be 
the option of the parents. 

It seems bizarre that a professor at ACU could 
step directly from his classroom at the university to 
become a "pastor of the word and sacrament" and "a 
teaching elder" in the United Reformed Church. 
Abilene Christian University hired Steven Taylor to 
instruct students at the school even though during 
his years at the seminary in Austin he accepted an 
"interim pastorate at a United Church of Christ." 
The United Church of Christ, of course, is a merger 
of really far out liberals, including Universalists. 

It is inconceivable that the administration at ACU 
did not know of Taylor's commitment to liberal 
ideology and theology. In the summer of 1988 Taylor 
accompanied a group of ACU students on archeo
logical digs in Israel. The students knew of Taylor's 
liberalism. How could the administration not know? A 
two minute interview should have been sufficient to 
pinpoint his full-blown liberalism. Steven Taylor is a 
product of the new hermeneutic. 

Further proof may be seen in at least three books 
published by ACU PRESS during the past year. The 
Worldly Church, written by C. Leonard Allen, Richard 
Hughes, and Michael Weed; Roots, written by C. 
Leonard Allen, and The Cruciform Church, also 
written by Allen. Thomas H. Olbricht is the leading 
guru of the new hermeneutic. Allen dedicates one of 
his books to Olbricht. The books reveal an intense 
dislike, amounting almost to hatred, for the church of 
the past, and a clear desire to reform her. The books 
are from a new hermeneutic perspective. 

Gary Collier, in his paper, says the Scholarship 
Movement, under a different name, started in the SO's, 
so it has been around for awhile. He also informs us 
that The Living Word Commentaries, published by 
Sweet Publishing Company, are new hermeneutic 
oriented. He says Restoration Quarterly is, and has 
been, a voice for the new hermeneutic. Mission 
Magazine, now defunct, pushed the new hermeneu
tic. Prominent professors in most of the schools 
operated by our brethren wrote for and promoted 
Mission Magazine. 

The Christian Scholars Conference is primarily 
professors from the various schools, and a few others 
who have advanced academic degrees. For ten years 
they have sat and listened to the proposals of advocates 
of the new hermeneutic, and, for the most part, have 
made no objection. It seems strange that these highly 

educated and prominent brethren have not informed 
the church of the impending crisis. 

Having shown the fruit of the theory, and how wide
spread it is, I now turn to a brief description of the new 
hermeneutic. I hope in future issues of the Firm 
Foundation to develop the definition more fully, giving 
documentation. For now I will give a summary por
trayal of the salient features of this deadly doctrine. 

From a negative point of view, the new hermeneutic 
denies that we learn from the Bible by ( 1.) positive 
statement (direct command), (2.) inferring Bible 
implications , and (3.) approved apostolic examples. 
These three things are basic to what Collier calls The 
Rationalist/Inductive Hermeneutic, which he claims is 
the method of Bible study the church has always used. 
Proponents of the new hermeneutic deprecate the 
idea of learning from commands, inferences, and 
examples. They are negative about the inductive 
method, and say it is wrong to gather all the facts to 
draw a conclusion. They condemn deductive reason
ing. They do not like and severely condemn logic. 
Recently, on the annual Oklahoma Christian Univer
sity lectureship a speaker railed against inferring what 
God has implied in his word. The harshest attack is on 
the idea of learning by example. Advocates of this new 
hermeneutic deny the Bible gives us a pattern, and 
scold the saints for thinking of God's word as a 
blueprint, or constitution. Some promoters of this 
hermeneutic deny there is any law, or rule for conduct 
in the New Covenant. 

On the positive side, the new hermeneutic pro
motes: 
Pluralism: Insisting the Bible teaches different things on the 
same subject or topic. This has already caused some local 
churches to practice open membership. Some say that 
everyone who believes Jesus is the Son of God is born 
again. 

Subjectivism: Teaching that truth comes from within the 
individual, and, therefore, that the way of truth is in man 
that is walking. It is Bultmann's nee-orthodoxy. Such 
expressions as "we must begin with God" are really talking 
about what Bultmann called "personal address." 

Agnosticism: Claiming there are no absolutes, and you 
cannot be sure about anything. They decry dogmatism, and 
frown on debating propositions. 

Relativism: Saying truth ch~nges from one culture to 
another, and from one generation to another. The outriders 
of the new hermeneutic often speak of "what the text 
meant, versus what it means." In the first century a Bible 
statement meant one thing, but in this century it may mean 
something very different. 

The new hermeneutic is old-line, classic liberalism, 
and is very dangerous. In future editions of the Firm 
Foundation I plan to look at the proposal to change 
the church radically through the new hermeneutic in 
greater detail, and give evidence to prove the nature of 
this bold, destructive heresy. 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 
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SUFFERING 
---- - --- -by Noah A. Hackworth--------

T he Bible often speaks of suffe r
ing. " If we s uffe r, we s ha ll a lso 

reign with h im: if we deny him, he 
a lso will deny us" (2 T im . 2: 12). 

"Tha t ye may be counted worthy of 
the kingdom of G od , fo r which ye 

a lso suffer" (2 T hess. I :5). "Yea, 
and a ll tha t will live godly in Christ 

J esus sha ll suffer pe rsecution" 
(2 Tim. 3: 12). " If a ny man suffer as 

a Christ ia n, le t him not be 
asha med" ( ! Pe t. 4 : 16). " Fea r not 

the things which tho u a rt about to 
suffer: behold , the devil is about to 

cast some of you into prison, that 
ye may be tried . . . " (R ev. 1:10). 

God neither inflicts nor de lights in 
human suffe ring. " Let no ma n say 
when he is tempted, I a m tempted 

of God: fo r God ca nnot be tempted 
with evil , neithe r tempteth he any 

ma n"(James 1:13). Our Lord 
taught us to pray, "And lead us not 
int o tempta tion, but de liver us fro m 
evil" ( Ma tt. 6: 13). T here is a d iffer

ence in tempting a person to do 
evil, and in proving fai th (Gen. 

22: 1-1 9). The commands of God 
test us, and prove us. If we obey, we 

pass the test. If we d o not obey, we 
fa il. We may be tested a nd tried , 

but God never tempts us with evil. 
G od may a llow evil to exist in the 

world , but he is not the au thor of it. 
God , as the source o f light a nd love, 
gives the good a nd the perfect. God 
to le ra tes bad things to p reserve the 

right of people to choose between 
the good a nd the evil. 

Ch rist suffe red because it was 
necessa ry. He info rmed his d isciples 

tha t he must "go unto J erusalem, 
and suffe r ma ny things of the 

elders. a nd chief priests a nd scribes" 
(Mat t. 16:2 1). "Th us it is written, 

a nd thus it behooved C hrist to 
suffe r, a nd to rise from the dead the 

third day" ( Luke 24:46). "T hough 
he we re a Son, yet lea rned he o be
dience by the th ings wh ich he suf-

fe red" ( He b. 5:8-9). " Wherefore 
Jesus ... suffered witho ut the ga te" 
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(Heb. 13: 12). Isaiah 53 describes in 
vivid deta il the contempt, rejection, 
mockery, insu lt, grief, chast isement, 
oppression and hu miliation J esus 
suffered. "Why did he drink the bit
ter cup of sorrow pain and woe? 
Why on the cross be lifted up? 
Because he loved me so." 

Paul, as an ambassador of Jesus. 
suffered many things. He wrote . 
"and Jest I should be exa lted above 
measure throug h the abundance of 
revela ti ons, there was given to me a 
thorn in the flesh, a messenger o f 
Satan to buffet me, lest I should be 
exalted above measure. For this thing 
I besought the Lord trice, that it 
might depart from me"(2 Cor. 12:7-
8). God allowed the fleshly thorn to 
continue. P aul profited from his 
ordeal. The Lord sa id to him , "My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
power is made perfect in weakness" 
(v. 9). 

Job, the man from Uz. was "per
fect and upright , and one that feared 
God , and turned away from evil " 
(Job 1:1 ). Yet, he is an example of 
human suffering, a nd patient endu
rance. Tennyson cal led the book of 
Job the "greatest poem of ancient or 
modern times." God permitted Job 
to suffer, but limited the s uffering he 
endured. "And Jehova h sa id unto 
Satan, Behold he is in thy hand; only 
spare his Iife"(Job 2:6). Job's suffer
ing wa s not due to sin on his part. 
Someone said , " If righteous peop le 
did not suffer then ma ny would only 
be r ighteous to prevent pain." W. T. 
Purkizer sugges ts some va luable les
sons we ca n Jea rn from Job. They 
are: 

I . The purpose of human suffering 
is not a lways evident to the suf
ferer, or to those who look on. 

2. Sufferi ng may benefit the sufferer. 
It may refine his character, and 
ennoble his personality. 

3. The problem of s uffering is insol
uble within the limits of this life. 

4. Perfection of moral character is 
compa tible with m isunderstand
ing, suspicion, ill hea lth , poverty. 
and pa rtial lig ht. Job was perfect 
before God , but misunderstood 
and suspected by men. s uffered ill 
hea lth and poverty. and had a 
partia l revelation of God 's will. 
A person may s uffer , not becau se 

of his acts, but the acti ons of some
one e lse. A de linq uent father ca n 

squander his weekly sa lary a nd cause 
hi s fa mily to suffer from a lack of 
food , c lothing or shelter. An intoxi
cated dere lict ca n drive his car at a 
high rate of speed , crash and cause 
many innocent people to hurt. A 
gossip can spread lies and cause 
much pa in . 

The biblical record often speaks 
of innocent suffe ring. Adam 's sin, 
for example, ca used all to die a 
phys ical death. "Nevertheless death 
re igned from Adam to Moses, even 
over them that had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam's transgres
sion , who is the figure o f him tha t 
was to come" (Rom. 5: 14). Jesus 
came to de liver us from the fear of 
dea th (Heb. 2: I 5), which shows that 
before the coming o f Jesus men Jived 
in dread of death. They suffered the 
terror of death though they "had not 
sinned after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression." 

We sometimes inflic t suffering 
upon o urselves. We must rea p what 
we sow. "Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man 
so weth, that shall he a lso reap. For 
he tha t soweth to his fl es h shall of 
the flesh reap corruptio n; but he that 
soweth to the Spirit sha ll o f the 
S pirit reap life everlasting" (Gal. 
6:7-8). 

A ll suffering is not ca used by sin, 
but some is. We cannot sin without 
d istress. J esus told the lame ma n 
miracu lously hea led at the pool of 
Be thesda. "S in no more. les t a worse 
thing come unto thee" (John 5: 14) . 
"Sin no more" literally means d o 
not keep on sinning. There was a 
connection of some kind between 
the ma n's sickness and his sin. 

Luke I 5 te lls of a young man who 
ind ulged in a life of ri ot a nd waste. 
His sin overtook him. He suffered 
embarrassment. deprivat ion and 
humiliati on until he finally "came to 
his senses" and corrected the terrible 
situation in which he had placed 
himself. Death in sin (spiritua l death) 
is the result of sin ( Rom. 6:23). 

As long as our immorta l spirit 
inhabits a bod y of clay we will be 
exposed to mental and phys ica l suf
fe ring. "For in this we groa n . ea rn
es tly desiring to be clothed upon 
with our house which is from heaven: 
If so be that being clothed we sha ll 
no t be found naked. For we that arc 
in thi s ta be rnac le d o groan. being 
burdened: not for that we would be 

unclothed , but clothed upon, that 
mortality might be swall owed up of 
li fe" (2 Cor. 5:2-4). 

The ca use of pa in and suffering is 
not important. The ques tio n is. How 
did we handle it? Did the disa p
po intment bring us closer to God , or 
drive us away from him? Did it 
make us better than before, or worse? 

"And not on ly so, but we glory in 
tribula ti ons a lso: knowing that trib
ulation worket h pat ience; And 
patience, experience; and experience, 
hope: And hope mak e th not 
ashamed ; because the love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us" 
(Rom. 5:3-5). 

"We know that all things work 
together for good to them that Jove 
God , to them who are the ca lled 
accord ing to hi s purpose" (Rom. 
8:28). "Thanks be to God , which 
givet h us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ" ( I Cor. 15:57). 

747 Niantic Drive 
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uBeyond Their Power" 

by Elton Holden 

"Moreover, brethren, we make 
known to you the grace of God 
which hath been given in the 
churches of Macedonia; how that 
in much proof of affliction the 
abundance of their joy abounded 
unto the riches of their liberality. 
For according to their power, I 
bear witness, yea, and beyond 
their power, they gave of their 
own accord, beseeching us with 
much entreaty in regard of this 
grace and the fellowship in the 
ministering to the saints" (I Cor. 
8:1-3). 

These Macedonian brethren 
appreciated the good things God 
had given them, and, though they 
were in deep poverty, they gave 
beyond their power to needy 
saints. Is such generosity still on 
the earth today? I tell you that it 
is! 

I am very active in the work of 
the International Bible Correspon
dence School, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. One group of people 
who are studying with me are 
members of the Lord's church in 
Bunsiwa, Zimbabwe. These bro
thers and sisters are so poor that 
they cannot buy a Bible. 

California is now completing 
its fourth year of below normal 
rainfall. Somewhere those broth
ers and sisters in Zimbabwe heard 
(perhaps on Voice of America) 
about our plight, and they took 
up a collection to aid us in our 
distress! Not knowing how to get 
the relief money to us, they asked 
one brother to write me asking 
how and where to send it. 

When I think of Calvary, and 
when I remember the sacrifice 
the Macedonians made, and when 
I see the modern-day counterparts 
in Zimbabwe, and when I look at 
my sacrifice, I feel ..... 

2954 Greenwood Drive 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
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tti'LL STAY AT MY POST UNTIL. '' • • 

by Terry M. Hightower 

Pailo cemetery, near the city of Tacloban, on Leyte 
Island in the Philippines, was very still. Officers and 
men of the United States Navy stood silently in long 
straight lines, each heart was deeply stirred. The 
minister, William Prigger, was finishing the burial 
service for one hundred thirty-one men, killed when a 
Japanese kamikaze suicide plane devastated and 
nearly destroyed the American battleship Nashville. 

The men present watched and listened, and knew 
that, so easily, they also might have died with their 
comrades. Suddenly the plaintive notes of "Call To 
Colors" rang out, and the flag that had been flying at 
half-mast slowly rose to the top of the flagpole. The 
firing squad had paid their tribute to fallen compatri
ots. The men stood at the salute, never to forget that 
tragic day when destruction burst from the Pacific 
skies. (lvor Powell's illustration in Bible Highways.) 

To these Americans it seemed inconceivable that· 
fanatical Japanese pilots would willingly sacrifice 
themselves for their Emperor. Their U.S. superiors 
had said such would be the case. They were told that 
the kamikaze flyers would be a menace to all Allied 
ships. When the enemy launched the treacherous 
attack, the sky seemed filled with planes, and bombs 
were soon fal~ing everywhere. 

Then came that horrifying screaming sound of a 
plane hurtling toward the ship's deck, and one hundred 
thirty-one men died. They rushed the wounded to the 
hospital, and the grim fight to save lives continued 
day and night. In the quietness of the !lailo cemetery, 
the unfortunate victims of enemy madness were 
buried with full military honors. 

One young man. Harold Adams. seemed more 
upset than the rest. and with face intensely grim. he 
said: "Chaplain, those men died for us!" "Yes, I know. 
What do you think we should do about it?" 

Adams said. ''I don't know what you are going to 
do. I don't know what others are going to do; but I'll 
tell you what I intend to do. When the ship is out on 
the ocean again, and general quarters sounds. I'm 
going to my battle station. I'll stay at my gun till every 
enemy plane is shot out of the air. and every enemy 
ship sunk to the bottom of the ocean. Yes, I 'II stay at 
my post until that for which these died becomes a 
reality in this world." 

Can you honestly say you are ''looking for the 
blessed hope and appearing of the glory of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself 
for us. that he might redeem us from all iniquity. and 
purify unto himself a people for his own possession, 
zealous of good works" (Titus 2: 13-14)? Are you 
fighting the good fight as His soldier? Are you 

finishing the course? Are you keeping the faith? 
"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 

course, I have kept the faith" (2 Tim. 4:7). After being 
immersed into Christ the True Emperor (Gal. 3:27-
28), every Christian must stay at his post until every 
evil agency is swept from the battlefields of life, until 
each hateful thing in national and international life is 
destroyed, until those glorious principles for which 
Christ died sways all who will listen. 

"Take heed lest there shall be any one that maketh 
spoil of you through his philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ" (Col. 2:8). 

"Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: 
and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world" (Matt. 28: 19-20). 

"I have fought the good fight. I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith" (2 Tim 4:7). 

The kingdom of God is eternal. "For thus shall be 
richly supplied unto you the entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" 
(2 Pet. I: II). To work for it, to extend its influence, to 
please its King-these are the greatest achievements 
in life. Are you working. extending, and pleasing? 

11026 Wurzbach Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 

HOUSEPARENTS 
NEEDED 

Spiritually mature Christian couples who are 
interested in becoming HOUSEPARENTS 
for a cottage of boys or girls are needed at 
MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME. For 
information call (512) 589-2871 or write: 

C~\lDR~J\1· 
~~ ·~ 
~ .: . "t Medina Children's Home 
7. \' -;; <!> ~· ~ Route 16, Box 75 
~~~~ Medina, TX 78055 
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ONCE EACII YEAR WE ASK FOR A SPECLA L CONTIUBUTION FROM INDIVIDUALS AND CONGREGATIONS TO HELP WITH THIS WORK. 
TH IS T IME IS NOW AND AS YOU CAN SEE BELOW, THE NEEDS ARE GREAT FOR SOULS ARE AT STAKE! 

On.·r .c;nn haptit.cd in the b.'~l Ui mom h., , 

(h-er .'\0 hdng, tr:tim:d :t:o. prcacht:r:-now. 

()\'t:r 'SU <..'clllgrt:g:tt i(m:o. C:!'\lahl i~hnJ intlw :1re .a. 

A sld.: cblltlln tl>t• hospitfll 

HOSPITAL NEEDS 

I . On~ l hyota - 12 pa.,,cnger Van . , ........ . $20,000 
2. One l..:lhor.uory t"quippc<-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.000 

.~. Om.- Pharmac.:y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 5.000 
1. One Suppl)' Hoom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . 2.500 
c; A New Kitchen & l..aundry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.500 

Please give your Christmas card a nd postage money or its equivalent to Chi mala and its needs. 

g;;, SHARING IS CARING 

~ . /,, 
··• 

SHARE TI-lE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL OF MEDICAL EVANGELISM TO TliOSE IN DARKNESS 

Students In Mldt/1~ Sc/.1001 

SCHOOL NEEDS 

I . New Science Laboratory & Fquipmcnt .. .... S 8,500 
2. New hoys dorm & beds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000 
-~· ltcfurnish I S classrooms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.000 
''- New off tees & furn iture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000 

YOUR GIFT OF LOVE CAN MAKE THIS LIGHT POSSIBLE 
"l..cl r our lij:thl so shine bcfon: mcn, th:H th<:.1' may sec )'Our ~ood \vorks. and glorify you Father which is in hca\'cn:' JHflll. 5:16 

O•·c r ·lO,OOO be ing treated medicallr each year. 

Over 1.000 people each dar be ing taught the Bible. 

Over ·150 children hcing taughtllail)~ 

Prl'flcber Struh·nls 

MISSION NEEDS 

I. One Missionary llousc .................. S 12.500 

2. 2nd M issionar r llousc .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.500 
3. 3rd Missionary I louse . . . . . . . . 12,500 
4. Support for missionar y families each month . . 2,000 
5. Tra\·cl funds for mi.ssk>narlcs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 0,000 

PLEASE SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO: ELDERS - SEAGOVILLE CHURCII OF CHRJST 5 10 N. KAUFI\IAN ST. • SEAGOVILLE, TX. 75 159 • PHONE 2 1+287·2036 
Founder & Administralor of l' rojcct And rew M. Connally 



D o miracles occur today? If 
they do, who performs them? 

Perhaps most important, what is 
a miracle? 

Most of us believe that God 
performs "miracles" daily as we 
consider the worlds in orbit and 
development of a tiny seed into a 
great plant. But this usage of the 
word "miracle" means "an un
fathomable wonder" not a direct 
sfgn from God given as some 
special confirmation of His will. 
Our bodies are a miraculous 
creation! In this sense God con-

. tinues ·miracles, and "miracles" is 
used, in this sense, by many 
writers in a poetic way. "To me, 
every hour of the day and night is 
an unspeakable, perfect miracle" 
(Walt Whitman). 

A speaker recently declared 
that he believed in miracles. He 
told of his heart transplant and 
that his heart stopped beating 
twice and that the doctors and 
nurses started it again with elec
trical shocks. He said that he had 
died twice and came back to life. 

This event was. understand
ably, a miracle to the speaker. By 
this definition, nearly everyone 
believes in miracles. But his won
derful experience is in no way 
comparable to the miracles of the 
New Testament. Those miracles 
were signs of a special sort which 
God used to confirm the inspired 
word. Marvelous medical advance
ments are different; they do not 
defy explanation, as do Biblical 
miracles, but are merely wonder
ful examples of human achieve
ment. 

Biblical miracles were real 
miracles. When Christ healed the 
sick, raised the dead, and gave 
sight to the blind, He never 
declared. "I will perform this 
miracle provided you go to the 
hospital and let the surgeons 
operate on you." His miracles 
did not depend, even in part on 
the skill of earthly physicians or 
technology. 

Miracles, such as the restarting 
of a stopped heart, do depend 
upon man and his skills. Such 

MIRACLES 
by Alstone L. Tabor 

"miracles" do not have the same 
force upon those who witness 
them. When Jesus performed a 
miracle, no one could doubt that 
God had intervened in the natural 
world. God may, or may not 
have intervened in the heart 
transplant case, but doubt exists. 
Jesus' signs left no doubt. to the 
observer, that God had suspended 
natural laws to do His will. 

One denominational Houston 
preacher who has a large follow
ing declares that he believes 
miracles happen today in the 
same way as Christ and the 
Apostles performed them. He 
says that he prayed for his young 
daughter. and she was healed. 
The daughter is now grown, and 
a few weeks ago was opening the 
mail for him when a bomb went 
off in :her lap. Does he rush in 
and pray that God will heal her? 
He claims his prayer was answered 
before. Does he rely on a miracle 
now? No sir! He rushed her to 
the emergency hospital and im
plored~ the surgeons to do their 
work. If God miraculously heals 
today, why not pray for her right 
there in the office and let God do 
the healing, without benefit of 
surgeon or nurse? 

Would this sort of "miracle," 
say the rushing of Bartimaeus to 
the emergency room in Jericho, 
have confirmed Christ or his word? 
Certainly not! Christ did not per
form miracles in this fashion. 

God is all powerful and one 
day will perform the miracle of 
miracles by resurrecting all that 
are in the grave (John 5:28-29). 
He will also instantaneously 
change those then living (I Cor. 
15:51-52). But today He does not 
give the spiritual gifts of healing. 
tongues. prophecy. miraculous 
knowledge or any of the other 

gifts mentioned in I Cor. 12:6-10. 
God Himself told us that 
miraculous gifts would cease. 
"Charity never faileth: but 
whether there be prophecies. they 
shall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether 
there be knowledge. it shall vanish 
away. For we know in part, and 
we prophesy in part. But when 
that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be 
done away" (I Cor. 13:8-10). 

He tells us plainly that faith, 
hope and love (these three shall 
abide or continue) not the eleven 
gifts which included the mir
aculous and healing gifts of the 
twelfth chapter. Only three were 
to abide!" And now abideth faith. 
hope. love, these three;· but the 
greatest of these is love" ( J Cor. 
13:13). 

What is that which is perfect? 
David declared in Psalm J 9:7. 
"The Ia w of the Lord is perfect. 
converting the soul." James calls 
the New Testament "the perfect 
law of liberty" (James I :25). So 
when the Ia w of God was com
pleted (made perfect), then mir
aculous gifts ceased. God said 
they would fail. cease. vanish 
away! I believe God rather than 
Oral Roberts. Pat Robinson or 
John Osteen. God no longer 
performs miraculous feats such 
as raising the dead. walking on 
water, the gift of prophecy. heal
ing or speaking in tongues. 

We believe in prayer. but we 
do not believe prayer will cause 
God to grant us the miracle
working power that He gave in 
the first century. Some people 
believe that God has to perform 
a miracle for prayer to be 
answered. That position is not 
supported by scripture. God's 
hands are not tied. nor his power 
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limited. God does move in our 
world. God provides many things 
in answer to prayer. Prayer 
accomplishes much, but God has 
not promised miracles in our age 
of the same kind that He per
formed through Christ and the 
inspired apostles. 

Consider Heb 2:3-4: 
"How shall we escape. if we neglect 
so great salvation; which at the first 
began to be spoken by the Lord. and 
was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him; God also bearing them 
witness. both with signs and wonders. 
and divers miracles. and gifts of the 
Holy Ghost. according to His own 
will?" 

Consider also Mark 16: 17, 20: 
"And these signs shall follow them 
that believe; In my name shall they 
cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; They shall take up ser
pents; And if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them; they 
shall lay hands on the sick. and they 
shall recover." Did this occur? Read 
verse 20. "And they went forth. and 
preached everywhere. the Lord work
ing with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following." 

The miracles or signs described 
in the preceding passages were to 
confirm the word. In that time 

New Third Edition: 

without a written New Testament 
early Christians could know that 
God inspired certain messages 
because God confirmed the word 
by His miracles. He has confirmed 
His word: He does not need to 
continue the confirmation. 

"Wherefore he saith, When he 
ascended on high, he led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men 
... And he gave some Apostles; 
and some prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; For the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ: Till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and the 
knowledge of the Son of God 
unto a perfect man ... That we 
henceforth be no more children. 
tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doc
trine ... " The first century church 
needed all these miraculously 
inspired people as they had no 
written New Testament then. 
Later the word was committed to 
writing. Obviously we no longer 
have Apostles or Prophets, nor 
do we have inspired evangelists, 

pastors or teachers. The inspired 
people were to continue "Till we 
all come in the unity of the Faith" 
(Eph 4:8). 

We now have that faith, in 
unified form, in the New Testa
ment. Jude declared that we 
should "earnestly contend for the 
faith" (Jude 3). This is not our 
personal faith, but the system of 
faith which had been revealed in 
God's Holy Word. Miraculously 
endowed gifts were to last "til we 
all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God ... " (Eph. 4:8). This unity 
of the faith and knowledge of the 
Son of God was completed, made 
perfect, when the last word of 
inspiration was written. 

Now instead of all these mir
aculously endowed individuals, 
we have the "perfect law of 
liberty" completely given to man
kind. God said supernatural 
things were to cease (I Cor. 13:8), 
so His word being true, we have 
none of these today. 

10018 Warwana 
Houston, TX 77070 

Millstone Capital Management Co. 

Travel Thru The Bible 
With Johnny Ramsey Features: 

Major Medical Coverage 
A+ Superior Rated 

9 Lessons on 2 V.H.S Video Tapes 

A 119 for only $16.00 plus $1.25 p&h 

I. Old Testament Survey 
2. New Testament Survey 
3. What Was Jesus Really Like? 
4. Acts-A Summary 
5. Hebrews-a Summary 
6. Revelation-Victory In Jesus 
7. Between The Testaments 
8. The Prophets 
9. Summary of Philippians 

2 Videos instead of 1! $16.00 plus $/.25 postage. 
Order From: 

Joe Me Donald 
4924 N. W. 18th. 

Oklahoma City, OK 73127 
(405) 943-9751 
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I. One million life time maximum benefit per person for eligible 
expenses. 

2. Coverage for reasonable and customary charges both in and out 
of the hospital. 

3. Excellent cost containment features. 

4. Maternity expenses optional. 

5. 80120 co-insurance to maximum $1,000 out-of-pocket !plus 
deductible!. 

6. For coverage continued after 65, benefits will be coordinated 
with medicare. 

Additional Features: 
Not connected to insurance. Family security features furnished 
by Ministers Health and Annuity. 

I. Premiums paid to Insurance Co. in event of unemployment 
-two month limit. 

2. Premiums paid to Insurance Co. in event of total disability 
-two year limit. 

3. Premiums paid to Insurance Co. in event of death of principal 
policy holder-one year limit. 

4. Pension maximization for participants at age 65. 

Call for appointment: 
Crossville, Tennessee 61 S-484-5988 
San Antonio, Texas S12-341-S331 
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(Editors Note: The following article is a reprint from the Firm Foundation November 1935-
a/most 55 years ago. This was written at about the time the church was entering its period of 

greatest growth in modern times. It shows a stance and temperament that doubtless 
ministered to that remarkable increase. If we are wise, we will learn from the past-Dobbs). 

MATTERS CONTROVERSIAL 
by G.H.P. Showalter 

Some very good-meaning people dislike any and all 
forms of controversy-specially religious controversy. 
Not infrequently some of those fine people write the 
editors of religious periodicals and decry the fact that 
all writers and especially all preachers do not agree. 
They think it a terrible tragedy that there is religious 
disagreement and specially that it should be made 
known-that it should ''get out" on them. They think 
the background-in fact, so to speak, should be kept 
secret-that "all should agree to disagree" and make 
others believe they are united. 

It is doubtless far better for good people to be 
united-specially for Christians to be united-to be 
"of one heart and soul" (Acts 4:32). All faithful 
Christians surely desire this most earnestly. But 
people may differ as to the most effective, and at the 
same time scriptural way of bringing it about. Is unity 
promoted by ignoring differences? And is it quite safe 
to disregard all points wherein we may not be in full 
accord with some other religious people? And if we 
do, Is there any probability that we will ever get 
together? Where there is religious difference surely no 
one will contend that both sides are right. Does the 
way toward harmony and unity, then, lie along the 
line of a soothing, palliative persuasion that there is 
no difference-no lack of harmony-when such is 
notoriously untrue? Are we to undertake to deceive 
ourselves and to be led into a sort of spiritual 
somnambulism-walking about, we know not where
victims of every wind of doctrine? Are we, as eternity 
bound souls, to chase shadows and pursue delusive 
phantoms as an acceptable, spiritual exercise-one 
that will offer dependable guarantees of a safe passage 
to the everlasting realities and fruitions of the upper 
world? 

There is but one infallible standard-God's divine 
truth. When two persons are not agreed religiously, it 
is nothing but the part of wisdom to find out the real 
points of difference and then go to the word of the 
Lord to settle the whole matter. Neither is there any 
value in striving to keep secret the positions held by 
each or either. On the supposition that if both are 
honest they will accept the Bible. no matter which is 
thereby favored-or, as to that. if neither side is 
sustained by the Bible. The word of God is the divine 

measuring reed-the faultless, unerring, infallible test. 
The trouble is with those who become offended

who stumble-because of religious discussion. There 
is no good reason in this. No one should object to 
having his teaching carefully scrutinized by others. He 
should not only not oppose but should even welcome 
such close analysis and investigation. The reason for 
this must be apparent to all. If one is right, the 
correctness of his position is not jeopardized by close 
and careful examination and investigation. On the 
contrary it becomes manifest and apparent to others 
who are honest who accept and receive the benefits of 
its correctness and truthfulness. But if a careful test 
shows that we are wrong-and not right-in our 
contention, then the examination has been of untold 
value and blessing to us. We have learned that we are 
wrong, and, before it is too late, have the opportunity 
of turning from the wrong in which there is no hope, 
and adopting what is right in the sight of God where 
alone there is hope, promise and life. And who can 
object to this? In the spiritual realm there are blessings 
innumerable and unutterable in the discovery of 
truth-and this discovery is made possible and 
practicable through religious discussion. 

People-that is if they are good, honest people
have the wrong idea if they object to religious discus
sions. They are assuming that there is nothing vital 
involved. They would presume that the settlement 
amounts to nothing-that one might, or might not 
hold to a given position that is wrong, with safety. But 
such is very far from true. It would be true in regard 
to matters of mere opinion, such as where to build a 
meeting house, what particular hymn book to buy, or 
at what particular body of water a baptismal service 
should be performed. But such questions are seldom 
raised to the dignity of oral or written discussion. 
Such an objection might also consistently be raised 
against the discussion of .. foolish and unlearned 
questions" such as Paul said to "avoid." But surely no 
one would claim that when some public teacher is 
teaching and preaching both by tongue and pen what 
can easily be shown to be contrary to the sound 
doctrine of Jesus Christ. it becomes a "foolish 
question" when we examine such teaching in the light 
of God's word and expose it. 
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John said: "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ ha th not God" (2 John 
9). Shall we just "agree to disagree" and move alo ng 
with a fe igned harmony? Shall we cry, "Peace! 
Peace!" when there is no peace, like the unfaithful 
Jews in the days of J eremiah? Shall we expose them in 
our papers and in our sermons? Or shall we refuse to 
do so and get our "feelings hurt" if others do oppose 
and expose them? Where can there be any harm 
anyhow in opposing false doctrine and those who 
bring it? John quoted above is good authority and he 
continues a nd tells us exactly what to d o: "If any 
cometh unto you and bringeth not this teaching, 
receive him not into yo ur house and give him no 

WANTED: 
HOUSE PARENTS 

A tough job but worth doing! Spiritually mature 
Christian coup les, who are w il l ing to become 
house parents for boys or girls . Interested? Call 
(214) 883-2204 or write: 

Bob Russell, 
Director of Professional Services 

Boles Home 
Route 3, Box 40 Quilan, TX 75474 

BOL-91 

greeting; for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in 
his evi l works." I am sorry that some of my brethren 
(very few) give such fellows "a greeting," pat them on 
the back, "receive them into their homes," and even 
murmur and complain when faithful, courageous 
gospel preachers a nd writers oppose and denounce 
both them and their doctrine. May the mercy of the 
Lord rest upon weak-kneed brethren, and may the 
power of truth through the stronger brethren who 
have confidence in God and in his truth strengthen 
their "feeble knees." 

G. H. P. Showalter, editor 
Now joined with souls of just men made perfect. 

HOUSEP ARENTS 
NEEDED 

Mountain States Children's Home is seeking a 
Christian couple to serve as houseparents. Benefits 
include housing, food, insurance, and salary com
mensurate with experience. For more information 
about a challenging and rewarding career in child 
care, please contact Faye Russell, P.O . Box 1097, 
Longmont, CO 80502, or call 303-776-6841. 
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FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
Sixteenth Annual Lectureship January 21-24, 1991 

Theme: Understanding The Will Of God 

MONDAY - January 21 
9:00 "Rules Of Bible Interpreta t ion" 
9:45 "Understa nding the Sayings of Jesus" 

Roy Dea ver. Austin. TX 

V. P . Black. Chickasaw. AL 
10:45 " Can We Unde rstand the Bible A like" 

Chris S teele. New Port Richey. FL 
11 :30 L UNCH 

1:30 

2:30 

"Some Things We may Never Understand" 
Daniel Denham. Eagle Lake. FL 

"Unde rsta nding The Grace of God" 

3:30 "Difficult Texts Explained " 

4:30 D I NN ER 

7:00 "Understanding Providence of G od " 

7:45 "Understa nd ing The Love of God" 

Eugene C leve nger. Abilene. T X 
J ackie S tears man. Lakeland . FL 

Ted Wheeler. Englewood. FL 

Wendell W in kler. Montgomery. AL 

TUESDAY -Ja nuary 22 
9:00 "Rules of Bib le Inte rpreta t ion" Roy Deaver. A ustin. T X 

12 

9:45 "Understanding the Sayings of Jesus" V.P . Black. Chickasaw. AL 
10:45 " U nde rsta nding The Mission of the Church" 

Demar Elam. Madison. AL 
11 :30 LUNCH 

1:30 

2:30 

"Understanding God 's Attitude Toward Sin" 
J ack T ittle. Rocky M ount. N.C. 

"Understanding the Indwell ing Godhea d" 

3:30 "Difficult Texts Explained " 

4:30 D INNER 

Bobby Duncan. Adamsville. A L 
Wendell Winkler . M o ntgomery. AL 

7:00 
7:45 

"Perverting The D octrine" Larry Willia ms. Bradenton. FL 
"Revelat ion and I nspiration of The W ill of God" 
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Jim Laws. M emphis. T N 

WEDNESDAY-Ja nuary 23 
9:00 "Rules o f Bible Interpreta tion" 
9:45 "Understanding T he Sayi ngs of J esus" 

Roy D eaver. A ust in, TX 

V. P. Black. C hic kasa w. AL 
10:45 " H indrances to Proper U nde rstanding" 

Bobby Liddell. Pensacola. FL 

11 :30 LUNCH 

1:30 "Understanding Book of Philemon" W infred Clark. Athens. AL 
2:30 " Understanding God's Will fo r the W o rk o f Preachers" 

Curtis Cates. Me mphis. TN 
3:30 "Difficult Texts Ex plained " Eugene Clevenger. Abilene. TX 

4:30 DINNER 

7:00 " Understanding Leads to Unity- Not D iversity" 
Bruce Ha rr is. Garden C ity. M I 

7:45 "Understanding the G remness o f God" 
Demar Elam. Madison. AL 

THURSDAY-January 24 
9:00 "R ules o f Bible Interpretation" Roy Deaver. Austin. TX 
9:45 "Understanding the Book of Jude" Winfred Clark , A thens. AL 

10:45 "Understanding God's Will in Car ing Fo r the Need y" 
Clctus S tut7man. Mount D ora. F L 

11 :30 LUNCH 

1:30 "Passages of Scriptu re M isapplied" Paul Eubanks. Orlando. FL 
2:30 "Pro per Attitudes Aid Unde rsta nding" T o m Blewet. Vinto n . VA 
3:30 "Difficult Texts Explained" 

4:30 
7:00 

7:45 

DINNE R 
C urtis Cates. Memphis. TN 

"A ll M en A re Amenable to the Will of God" 
Harold Rodriguez. Sarasota. FL 

"Understanding the Severity of God" 
Bobby Duncan. Adamsville. AL 
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BROTHER DOBBS' REPLY 
OFJANUARY24 

Mr. Jimmy Allen 
Harding University 
Station A 
Searcy, Arkansas 72143 

Dear Jimmy, 

January 24, 1989 

I consider our exchange of letters to be vecy 
important. The questions ( 1) whether grace 
dispenses with the laws of God, (2) whether 
there are great and small commands in the 
Bible, and (3) whether denominational baptism 
satisfies the requirements of the New 
Testament are questions I do not regard lightly. 

You have taught in the Bible Department at 
Harding for more than thirty-five years. You are 
clothed with the appearance of authority. Evecy 
letter you have written to me has been on the 
letterhead of Harding University. Therefore your 
statements become the official position of 
Harding University. That, my dear brother, is 
why I give preference to our discussion over 
other duties, and make time to pursue the 
correspondence. 

Let us review: 

1. Allen teaches there are born again people in 
the denominations. 

2. Allen teaches that Baptist baptism is Bible 
baptism, and that it is not necessary for a 
person to understand that the purpose of 
baptism is in order to obtain the remission 
of sins in order for the baptism to be valid. 

3. Allen teaches that a person can die believing 
in total depravity, direct operation of the 
Holy Spirit in conversion, once saved always 
saved, salvation before baptism, 
instrumental music in worship, one man 
pastor system. observance of the Lord's 
Supper six times a year, and not be eternally 
lost. 

4. Allen teaches that uncondi tiona! grace will 
cover, i.e., forgive, some sin, ignorance, and 
failure. Allen cannot explain how it is 
possible for God to not be a respecter of 
persons, and yet unconditionally forgive 
some sin, ignorance, and failure. but not all 
sin, all ignorance, and all failure. 

5. Allen says he believes in "strict" obedience 
to God's law, but does not believe God 
requires 100% obedience. Allen cannot 
explain the difference in "strict" obedience 
and in "1 00%" obedience . 

. 6. Allen teaches that the uncondi tiona! grace 
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of God will automatically forgive improper giv
ing, failure to bring up one's children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, lack of 
faithful attendance, and neglect of per-
sonal evangelism. 

Now to your letter dated January 19, 1989, 
ap.d my respectful response. 

In the letters you have written to me you have 
repeatedly said that the unconditional grace of 
God dispenses with the law of God. The letters 
speak for themselves. If you want to admit you 
were wrong about that, please do so, but you 
did state it. In fact, you restate it your most 
recent letter. I did not misrepresent you. 

The question is what does the Bible teach, 
and not what does Hugo McCord teach. Truth 
cannot be determined on the basis of the teach
ing of any uninspired man, or combination of 
such men. This is the very reason I objected to 
your quotations from Upscomb, and called 
upon you to present Bible proof. A thing is 
neither true nor false just because brother 
McCord or brother Upscomb or brother Camp
bell taught it, or denied it. Our authority is the 
word of God. 

If you want to have a discussion with me on 
the subject of the indwelling of the Holy Spirt t, 
or the war question, I will be happy to accom
modate you, but right now we are discussing 
grace and law. 

You mention Psalms 19:12 where David 
speaks of "hidden" sins, and conclude that if 
David was unaware of some sins, he could not 
repent of, or confess them. Yet you say grace 
would forgive him. What is that but uncondi
tional grace dispensing with obedience? 

The truth is that David did repent of, and 
confess, his "hidden" sins. In fact, that is pre
cisely what he is doing in the context of Psalms 
19:12. God will forgive us, if we confess and 
repent and forgive others, but in the absence of 
a penitent heart there is no forgiveness. 

How do you know that "hidden sin" in 
Psalms 19:12 is sin of which David was not 
aware? How do you know it was not "secret sin" 
as mentioned in Psalms 90:8? David kept his 
sin against Uriah secret, or hidden, until the 
prophet of God exposed him. 

There is a difference between unwitting sins, 
and planned sins, but neither is a sin of which 
the sinner is unaware. The person who premed
itates his wickedness is in a more serious 
situation than the person who is surprised into 
sinning. The former is more likely to be cal-
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loused and therefore impenitent; the latter may 
be easier to touch. But "God is not a respecter 
of persons, and in evecy nation he that feareth 
him and worketh righteousness is acceptable to 
him." He forgives both presumptuous and 
unwitting sins on condition of confession and 
repentance. 

A sin is not committed evecy time someone 
gets his feelings hurt. Some folks have vecy fra
gile feelings. The sin may be on the part of the 
person who is offended, if there is sin. Brother 
Simon Peter hurt brother Simon the Socerer's 
feelings, but it was not sin. 

People who complain that God's requirement 
for strict ( 1 00%) obedience is too stringent. and 
makes them go about feeling guilty, may be tcy
ing to justify a sin of which they ought to 
repent. If we confess and repent of sins commit
ted, and if we show mercy toward others, God 
will forgive us our iniquity, and make us whole 
again. His grace and mercy is available (it has 
appeared to all), but is conditioned upon con
fession and repentance. That, my brother, is 
where the mercy we all so desperately need 
may be found. 

This wicked and adulterous generation is 
seeking to repeal the laws of God, and excuse 
disobedience. But Jesus said, "Not evecy one 
that sayeth unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the 
will of my Father who is in heaven." 

You ask, 'What does it mean to walk in the 
light? Can one who is walking in the light sin 
(1 Jno 1:7)?" The context (1 Jno 1:5-10) makes 
it vecy plain that walking in light is to walk 
according to the teaching of the word of God, 
and therefore to be free from sin; conversely, 
walking in darkness is to disregard God's law 
and thereby sin. 

Yes, a person walking in light may sin, and 
thereby cease to walk in light. A child of God 
can fall from grace. John gives the condition 
upon which God is willing to forgive, and re
store his fallen child. "Confess your faults", 
the apostle says, and "God is faithful and right
eous to forgive". No confession! No forgiveness! 
The forgiveness is conditional. 

You mention the large number of Baptists 
you baptize. Why do you baptize Baptists? You 
say that their Baptist baptism has caused them 
to be born again. Can they be born again, 
again? You say they can believe evecy false doc
trine of the Baptist Church and still not be 
headed for hell. Why do you baptize them? In 
what sense do you say "Baptists are wrong." By 



"wrong" do you mean sinful? Just what do you 
mean? Can a Baptist be "wrong" till death and 
still not be lost? 

You have still failed to explain why you are 
willing to overlook evety Baptist's doctrinal 
error, but are not willing to overlook the Meth
odist's doctrinal error on sprinkling. That really 
puzzles me. 

You wrote, "One must be baptized in surren
dered obedience to God's will and this includes 
all the others." "All the others" refers to all of 
the things that happen in baptism (remission 
of sins, put on Christ, etc). Baptists do not bap
tize in surrendered obedience to God's will (per 
your definition). Yet you say that Baptist bap
tism is Bible baptism. 

There are at least two aspects of baptism--the 
action and the reason. In order for the baptism 
to be valid there must be both the right action 
and the right reason. It is as wrong to baptize 
with the right action, but for the wrong reason, 
as it is to baptize for the right reason, but with 
the wrong action, or to baptize with both the 
wrong action and reason. There is more to bap
tism than its mode. 

The action in Bible baptism is immersion 
(Col2:12), and the purpose in Bible baptism is 
remission o( sins (Acts 2:38). The Baptists bap
tize with the right action, but for the wrong 
purpose, and therefore Baptist baptism is not 
Bible baptism. Catholics baptize with the 
wrong action, but for the right purpose, and 
therefore Catholic baptism is not Bible bap
tism. The Methodist miss it on both counts, 
and therefore Methodist baptism is not Bible 
baptism. 

If it is proper to approve Baptist baptism even 
though it does not conform to the New Testa
ment standard for baptism, then Catholic and 
Methodist baptism can also be certified. In 
other words, if the commands of God can be 
safely ignored on either side, they can be 
ignored on both sides: otherwise God is a 
respecter of persons. 

The stopping place, brother, is at the criteria 
stipulated in the word of God. The New Testa
ment makes both the action and the purpose 
necessaty. If you relax one side, you cannot 
enforce the other side. There is no reasonable 
way to dismiss some of the teaching of God's 
law without dismissing all of its teaching. It is 
all or nothing, because God is not a respecter of 
persons. 

God's commands are transparent, not 
opaque. The commands of God must be obeyed, 

therefore they are crystal clear. We cannot obey 
what we do not understand. There are profound 
and difficult things in the Bible, but not in the 
area of commands. Some of the hard things we 
may never understand, but we can understand 
the commands--our eternal salvation depends 
on it (Matt. 7:21-23). 

God's laws can be understood by all, unless, 
of course, a person receives "not the love of the 
truth." To those who do not love truth "God 
sendeth them a working of error, that they 
should believe a lie: that they all might be 
judged who believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness" (2 Thess 2:10-11). 

Your comments leave the impression that the 
rules of the Bible are so complex a sincere per
son cannot understand them without great dif
ficulty and long years of study. That is not the 
case. I can explain to a lost person what God 
requires of him in order to be saved in a short 
time; I can instruct him in what he must do in 
order to maintain his salvation in a brief period 
of time. It is just not that complicated, unless a 
person wants to make it appear to be compli
cated. The person with an open mind can be 
instructed in his duties to God vecy quickly. He 
may then grow in a greater understanding of 
basic Bible doctrine, but his growth in knowl
edge will never contradict any foundational 
truth. 

In your letter you say, "There are many pur
poses for being baptized. Some are remission of 
sins, to get into Christ, to enter the body of 
Christ, to get into Christ's death, to break the 
rule of sin, to express faith, to put on Christ, for 
a good conscience, to become a disciple, to jus
tify or acknowledge God, to obey God, ... to fulfill 
righteousness." I can read that in twenty 
seconds, and that's about how long it takes to 
tell someone the purpose of Bible baptism. If 
the person is like Cornelius, that would be 
enough; if he is like Felix, he might never learn. 

The fact is that Baptist do not baptize for the 
"purposes" you give in your letter, and yet you 
say that Baptist baptism is Bible baptism! 

In Colossians 2:12 we are distinctly told that 
we are raised from the burial of baptism 
"through faith in the working of God." We must 
know what God does for us in the act of bap
tism, and believe he does it. In verse 11, Paul 
speaks of forgiveness of sin under the figure of 
a circumcision not made with pands. In verse 
13 he speaks of the fact that irl the water of 
baptism God makes us alive and forgives our 
trespasses. In verse 12, the apostle says that we 
are raised from the burial of baptism "through 
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faith in the working of God, who raised Jesus 
from the dead"; we are raised having faith that 
the power that brought Jesus out of the tomb 
will forgive us, regenerate us, translate us, and 
redeem us. New Testament baptism involves an 
understanding of, and belief in, what God does 
for the sinner in the act of baptism. That is 
"ungetoverable!" 

Baptist are not raised from baptism believing 
in the working of God, therefore, Baptist bap
tism is not Bible baptism. It is in fact no better 
than Methodist baptism, or Catholic baptism. 
As pointed out to you in my previous letter, the 
context clearly show~ that Paul is talking about 
forgiveness of sin. You did not choose to 
attempt an answer, but brushed it off with the 
comment that the same verse says "who raised 
Jesus from the dead." Well, friend, what did the 
statement mean before the verse numbers were 
inserted by uninspired men? Surely you jest! 

Matthew 3:11 reads, "I indeed baptize you in 
water unto repentance ... " The word "unto" in 
the verse is the same word used in Acts 2:38, 
and means "in order to obtain". John baptized 
the penitent in order to obtain repentance. 
Your explanation does not agree with the text, 
and you need to reconsider. You and I know the 
difference between repentance and reformation. 
The passage says "repentance"; you would 
make it read "reformation." 

There is no such thing as church of Christ 
baptism. There is a baptism that is according 
to the teaching of the New Covenant. And every 
person who is baptized in keeping with the 
requirements of that baptism is born again. No 
one baptized by Baptist baptism is born again 
because Baptist baptism and the baptism of 
the New Testament are not the same. If God 
accepts one person on his Baptist baptism. 
then he must accept them all, or else be a 
respecter of persons. That is indisputable. 

Jimmy, in your comments on a rebellious 
heart, you appear to be saying that attitude 
determines truth and acceptability with God. Is 
that your point? Are you saying that if a person 
is sincere and thinks he is right, he is right? 

You ask if there is a difference between the 
head and the body. I refer to Paul's inspired 
comments where he speaks of the fact that the 
body has a head, hands, feet. ears and eyes, but, 
he says, though there are many members there 
is one body (1 Cor 12:12). The head and the 
body are one. To say there is a difference in 
being baptized into Christ. and in being bap
tized into the body of Christ, is to make a dis
tinction where there is no difference. 
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Our discussion of these Bible doctrines does 
not mean I bear you any ill-will. I have the kind
liest feelings of highest regard for you 
personally. 

The position you hold on these matters is not 
peculiar to you. There are others who make the 
same mistake. Our exchange of letters may be a 
very valuable contribution to a better under
standing of these critical issues on the part of 
many. 

Some go beyond what you teach and say that 
every person who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God is born again. This study may also help 
those who subscribe to that view to see their 
error. 

Whether others, in reading our exchange of 
letters, are brought to a more perfect under
standing of eternal verities or not, it has been 
helpful to me. For the two of us to be able to 
confront the questions that have been raised, 
and discuss them forthrightly, without dimin
ishing, in the least, the respect and esteem we 
hold for each other, may be an example of the 
value of honorable debate. 

We ought to be able to discuss the issues 
without discussing motives; to examine the 
scriptures without dealing in personalities; and 
to study the Bible together without resentment 
or anger. 

My only purpose, if I know my heart, in this, 
or any other discussion, is to encourage people 
everywhere to be faithful to God, and loyal to 
his word. Our correspondence will no doubt be 
read with interest by many who are seeking to 
serve God according to his will. 

Out of my high regard for you, I plead with 
you to reread the letters we have exchanged, 
and reconsider your position. Please be assured 
of my continued love for you, and my humble 
prayer that you and your family will be kept 
from all harm. 

Fat thfully, 

(Signed) 
Buster 

BIBLES REBOUND 
Genuine Leather- $18.00 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone(805)721-8925 

1210 9th Ave. Delano, CA 93215 
3004-U 



BROTHER ALLEN'S REPLY 
OF JANUARY 31 

January 31, 1989 

Dear Buster: 

Disclaimers. 

1. I do not believe grace dispenses with the 
commands of God. I do believe because of 
grace, a Christian will work harder and be 
more obedient to God's commands than one 
who takes a law or legalistic view of the mat
ter (Rom 6:14; I Cor 15:10). 

2. I do not teach that Baptist baptism is Bible 
baptism in the same way as you teach that 
"church of Christ baptism" is not Bible bap
tism. We both believe there are some born 
again among us and I believe there are some 
born again among them. It is only those 
who have been baptized on the basis of faith 
in Christ in obedience to what he has 
commanded. 

3. I have not said what you attribute to me in 
no. 3. You and I teach the same things rela
tive to these matters. Our difference is that I 
think we should let the Lord determine 
their destiny but you want to handle the 
matter yourself. I have said earlier that I will 
not take the position that they are going to 
hell or heaven. Of course, you overlooked the 
part about heaven. Buster, I believe the Bap
tist people are wrong, seriously wrong, dan
gerously wrong. When I have opportunity to 
teach them what I believe is right, I do it. 

4. I do not believe in unconditional grace. The 
grace that saves is based on faith (Eph 2:8-
9). We are baptized into a penitent or sur
rendered lifestyle (Mt 3:11 ). Incidentally, in 
connection with this, please tell me how 
God can forgive some ignorance and failure 
on your part of which you are not aware and 
which you thus do not specifically confess 
to Him without forgiving all ignorance and 
all failure. Please answer this. 

5. I do not believe one can be careless about 
obedience to God. I believe in strict obe
dience or 100% obedience if by that you 
mean that one will obey God to the extent of 
his knowledge and understanding. There 
must be time in one's life for him to grow. I 
believe in 100% obedience if by that you 
mean one will repent and confess every sin 
to God of which he is aware. If by 100% obe
dience, you mean one must have absolute 
knowledge of every sin committed and spe
cifically acknowledge them to the Father. of 
course. I do not agree with you. Further-

more, I don't think any reasonable man 
among us will agree with you. I think my 
~~marks here will also take care of your no. 

If it weren't taken so seriously on your part, 
your point about Hugo would be humerous. 
What you responded to is not the issue at all. 
Buster, Hugo and I both believe and teach error 
on the war question and the indwelling as you 
see things. Will we both go to hell unless we 
specifically repent of such teaching, make con
fession to God and begin to teach what you do? 
If your answer is no, do you believe grace is 
unconditional and that God does not require 
100% obedience? I think I know how you feel 
about me on these two issues but will you take 
the same position relative to Hugo? Frankly, I 
had no idea that you felt I am damned until we 
began this correspondence. Let me make clear 
that I do not share the same view toward you. 
A distinction without a difference? When Paul 
spoke of foot, hand, eye and ear, he was speak
ing of members (Christians) of the body. Since 
you think Christ is a member of the body as 
feet, hands, eyes and ears (this is your analogy), 
who is the head over the members? It is true 
that the body is one but that (i.e., body) is a ref
erence to the church (Coll:18). If there is no 
distinction between being baptized into the 
body and being baptized into Christ, Christ and 
the body must be the same. If this is the case, 
Paul was wrong in saying "He (Christ) is the 
savior of the body" (Eph. 5:23). He made a dis 
tinction between the two or else he meant that 
Christ is the savior of Himself. The moment one 
is baptized, he is united with Christ (Rom 6:3,5) 
and is also made a part of the body (I Cor 12:13), 
however, the two are not to be equated. Instead 
of your asserting they are the same, you need to 
prove it. I have asked before but I will try 
again-Since one of us is teaching incorrectly 
concerning Rom 6:3, does this mean that all of 
those we have thus taught must be 
reimmersed? If we teach them right on Mk 
16:16 will our error on Rom 6:3 invalidate that 
truth? If the Baptists teach one right on Mt 
3: 15; Acts 10:4 7-48 (i.e. one must be baptized to 
obey the Lord), does the error taught concern
ing remission of sins invalidate the truth? 
Further. since you and I do not teach Rom 6:3 
alike, does this mean one of us is damned for 
not recognizing our wrong and specifically con
fessing it to God? If the answer is no, do you 
believe in unconditional grace or do you think 
obedience is unimportant? 
Col 2:12. I have checked five commentaries on 
the matter (these are all that are available to me 
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here at home}, including Upscomb, and eve
ryone of them agree with me. I have called one 
of our Greek teachers and simply asked him to 
explain to what "the faith" refers and he agreed 
with me. I did not tell him my view ahead of 
time. 'Who hath raised him from the dead" 
stands in apposition to "through the faith of 
the operation of God." I do not jest This is the 
immediate context (forget about verse numbers 
as though they meant something). I don't think 
we differ on Col 2:11, 13. 

John doesn't say one walking in the light "may" 
(that is your word) sin. He says the blood 
cleanses from sin the one who is walking in the 
light (I Jno 1 :7). It is not a matter of may sin; 
they do sin. John was in the light, however, in I 
Jno 1:8 he used five pronouns to indicate that 
he and his Christian readers sinned. Did he fall 
from grace every time he sinned? I wish you 
would answer some of the difficult questions. I 
think I believe I Jno 1:9. I have been striving to 
follow it for forty years. Does the verse mean I 
am damned because I am not omniscient and 
cannot specifically confess every wrong I have 
done? Buster, if the answer is yes, you are 
damned too. I ask the Lord to forgive me of the 
sins I have committed of which I have no 
knowledge. It appears that is what David meant 
in Ps 19:12 (see below). 

I interpreted the latter part of Ps 19:12 to mean 
sins of which David was not aware because of 
his question in the first part of the verse. He 
asked, 'Who can understand his errors?" (that 
is immediate context rather than remote - Ps 
90:8). Buster, how would you answer David? In 
light of your position, you must say that eve
ryone can understand or discern all of his 
errors. However, David's implication is just the 
opposite, i.e., no one can discern, understand or 
know all of his errors. David must have believed 
that grace is unconditional and that obedience 
to God is unimportant. 

Since we differ on Col 2:12; Rom. 6:1-7; Mt 3:11, 
one of us must be teaching error. Whose con
verts need to be reimmersed? Is the one who Is 
wrong and cannot make specific confession of 
error to God to be eternally damned? 

I think it was three days from the time I ignor
antly sinned against the brother mentioned 
earlier before he confronted me. I then repented 
and asked him to forgive me. Had I died before 
the matter was called to my attention would I 
have gone to hell? Where is the grace of God? 
We are not talking about people simply getting 
their feelings hurt because they hear the truth, 
as per your illustration concerning Peter and 
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Simon the Sorcerer. We are talking about sin
ning against others because of our own ignor
ance and weakness (the very ones on whom the 
high priest is to have mercy- Heb 5:2). Inciden
tally, how you can call Simon the Sorcerer a 
'brother" and criticize me for saying some 
among the Baptists have been born again is 
something else! Hey, I'm just kidding. 
Why rebaptize Baptists? Buster, why rebaptize 
some of our people? Surely, you have done this, 
I know I have. As a matter of fact, my own wife 
has been twice immersed. A lot of the young 
people at Harding are reimmersed. I reimmerse 
people after having talked or studied with them 
because they ask for it In teaching denomina
tional people, I go over the same passages you 
do. I emphasize that baptism is essential to sal
vation. The difference between us is that I do 
not demand rebaptism of them. I ask them to 
compare the scripture with their own expe
rience and make a decision. If I study with one 
in a denomination who is convinced that he 
has been born again, I do my best to get him to 
leave the denomination and take a stand with 
us for undenominational Christianity. Not too 
long ago, I was able to reach one of my fishing 
buddies this way. Since then, he has finished a 
degree in Bible here and is now working on his 
Master's degree at Memphis. As far as practice 
is concerned, I doubt there is much difference 
between the two of us. 
I do not believe (should have said this at the 
beginning) that strict obedience to God is too 
stringent. I am not part of a wicked and adul
terous generation seeking to repeal the laws of 
God. You have no idea what my reputation Is 
here among some of the young people. They 
think I am too hard. Buster, do you preach 
against mixed swimming? Do you believe it is a 
sin? Or, do you practice mixed swimming? I 
teach against it I just mention this to see 
which of us is the more stringent It may be a 
poor question because we likely have the same 
position here. 
I agree with you that baptism must have the 
right action (Immersion) and the right reason 
(here we differ because you put remission of 
sins at this point and I put obedience to God -
Acts 10:47-48). I do believe that some denomi
national people are raised from the water with 
faith that God worked in raising Christ from 
the dead (Col2:12). A Campbell learned the 
truth about being Immersed to obey the Father. 
More than ten years later, he saw the truth 
about remission. He was never relmmersed. I 
maintain he was born again. Of course, you 
think he was lost. 



I have not been at Harding for 35 years. The 
end of this semester will make 30 years. 
"Surely, you jest" in saying my position is 
Harding's position! There are men on our Bible 
faculty who feel as you do about remission 
must be understood for one to be properly 
baptized. There are men who feel as I do. In the 
talks we have had among ourselves over these 
30 years, I have never heard one take the view 
you do of grace (i.e., specific confession of every 
single wrong or be damned). 

I hope I have covered everything. It is late and 
I'm tired. Incidentally, you mentioned others 
reading our letters. Is it ethical for others to 
read them without your getting my 
permission? Do you plan to publish them 
without my permission? Maybe I shouldn't 
have but I did call a lawyer and ask him if you 
could do such legally. It is his opinion that you 
can't but he intends to look further into the 
matter. 

Last few lines above may have sounded harsh. 
Please be assured that I have nothing but the 
best in my heart for you, your family and your 
work to exalt our Savior. Please pray for me and 
my work. You are always welcome to stay in our 
home if you come this way. Frankly, I would 
rather have a two hour argument in your house 
or mine rather than keep on writing. Pray for 
me and I will continue to pray for you. I 
seriously wish you could feel toward me as I do 
toward you, i.e., that I am in a right relationship 
with God. God bless and be with you. 

Brotherly, 
(signed) 

Jimmy Allen 

P.S. It broke my heart that Reuel died. We were 
good friends. 

P.P.S. The first three pages of this letter were 
written Saturday night. This is now Tuesday. 
After thinking about what you said about 
others reading our letters, I decided this must 
be added. 

When the correspondence began in August I 
had no idea you would publish these letters or 
even copy them for distribution to others. I 
thought our exchange was between a couple of 
old friends who were trying to sharpen one 
another. Had I known from the beginning that 
it was to be a written debate for others to see, I 
likely would not have engaged in it at all or I 
would have done a better job of writing. I think I 
have typed all of the letters even as I am typing 
this one. Years ago, Bales warned me about this 

very thing. He said in a private letter one should 
write as though his remarks would appear on 
the front page of a paper. He knew that 
someone would attempt to waylay me. Buster, I 
am a bit naive and have been told this a few 
times. I have thought it is better to err in one's 
favor than to be suspicious of others. 
Apparently, what appears to be an ethical 
problem to me is not to you. It appears you can 
proceed with your plans to copy and distribute 
our correspondence without my permission. Of 
course, if you do this, you will contend that you 
are 100% obedient to God. I am not ashanied of 
what I believe and I intend to restate it below. 
What makes me feel betrayed is that you did 
not tell me up front about your intentions. I did 
begin to get some drift of your intentions in 
December, three months after we began the 
exchange. James Shock told Bales that you had 
some damaging information concerning me 
and Harding University. Obviously, you had told 
James something. Incidentally, my lawyer said I 
should tell you that everything I have written is 
copyrtgh ted. 

If I don't have legal right to bring suit against 
you and you go ahead with your plans without 
my permission, I expect for you to do the 
following for me: First, all typographical errors 
on my part will be corrected. I don't want any 
"sics" to appear. Second, all of my letters, 
including this one, will be included. Third, 
there will be no editing of my remarks nor 
enlargement of yours. You have already written 
far more than I because you anticipated what I 
did not realize, i.e., publication of the 
correspondence. 

For the record, here is what I believe. Baptism 
is essential to salvation. Anyone who has not 
been immersed for a Biblical reason is not in 
the New Testament church. Anyone who has 
OBEYED Mk 16:16 is a member of the body of 
Christ. I mentioned a number of reasons for 
being baptized, all of which are stated in the 
Bible. In a rather cavalier fashion, you 
dismissed my observations by saying you could 
tell another all of these reasons in a short time. 
Your remark carries at least two fallacies. First, 
you and I did not know all of those reasons 
until we had been studying for years. Second, to 
simply tell one the reasons in a short time (did 
you say less than a minute or five minutes?) 
does not mean the person has been taught 
them. Buster, you have been reading the Bible 
for more than 40 years and still don't see the 
truth about the Spirit given to those who are 
baptized! Talk about something simple. You 
and others like you have chopped the latter part 
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of Acts 2:38 to bits. If you are wrong, as I think 
you are, does this mean you have never been 
born again? Where do you find in the Book that 
because God's part in conversion is stated pur
posively ("for the remission of sins") it must be 
understood for one to be saved but when it is 
stated promissorily ("and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit") it does not have to be 
understood for salvation? I repeat that the "eis" 
of Rom 6:3 (translated as "into") is just as 
strong as "eis" in Acts 2:38 (translated as "for" 
or "unto"). If one must understand "eis" in Acts 
2:38, the same reasoning demands that one 
must understand "eis" in Rom 6:3. However. 
you and I differ on the meaning of Rom 6:3. As 
per your reasoning on Acts 2:38, one of us is 
not a Christian. Furthermore, we differ on "eis" 
in Rom 6:4. I say it means we there reach our 
death to sin's dominion, whereas you believe 
the death of Rom 6:1-7 is reached prior to bap
tism. If this is the case, you would have to take 
the position that one is saved without baptism 
for "he that is dead is freed from sin" (Rom 6:7) 
and that before one is baptized as you view the 
matter. I have heard and read a number of 
views about baptism from our preachers which 
I consider to be false. One brother said that 
Noah's ark is a type of Christian baptism (he 
was dealing with I Pet 3:18-21)! Can one be 
taught wrong by our preachers and be baptized 
right? Does the truth we teach on the subject 
invalidate the error or does the error invalidate 
the truth? The plea of our pioneer preachers 
was that Christians in denominations should 
leave them and be united as simply and only 
children of God without denominational affilia
tion. I believe the same. 

Concerning grace, I believe it is more 
demanding than a "law system." It is the 
"grace people" who study, pray. give as they are 
prospered, attend church regularly, win others 
to Christ. help the needy, behave ethically 
and morally, serve as church leaders, etc. How
ever, even they must be taught and have some 
time to grow. They do not come into Christ as 
fullgrown mature individuals. I think every 
Christian who goes into rebellion to God will 
lose his soul. A Christian should confess every 
sin to God of which he is aware. Buster, a faith
ful Christian is not playing "footsy" with God. 
He is not trying to shortcut the demands of the 
Lord. Prayer is as natural with him as taking a 
drink of water. However, it is abjectly impossi
ble for him to confess a sin of which he is not 
aware. Grace does not mean one should cease 
opposing the errors of Catholicism and Protest
antism. One must always strive to stand for the 
truth in life and in teaching. The one thing I 
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don't know, and you don't either. is how far the 
grace of God extends in covering the mistakes 
of his people when they go wrong unwittingly 
or ignorantly. I know this, I do wrong if I make 
no attempt to teach them what I believe is right. 

For whatever it is worth to you, my views on 
the security of the faithful Christian were first 
clearly impressed on me by brother Guy Woods. 
This is my last letter. I take no joy from some of 
the above remarks which may appear to be 
harsh. 
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BROTHER DOBBS' REPLY 
OF FEBRUARY 9 

Jimmy Allen 
Harding University 
Station A 
Searcy, Arkansas 72143 

Dear Jimmy, 

Februacy 9, 1989 

Thanks for your letter dated January 31, 
1989, and for our continued interest in our 
study. 

Your disclaimers are very interesting, but 
what you say is not in agreement with what you 
wrote earlier. Please note the following contra
dictions. If you would please undertake to rec
oncile these statements, it would make a great 
contribution to a better understanding of what 
you teach, and to our present discussion. 

JIMMY ALLEN 

I do not believe grace dispenses with the com
mands of God (Jan 31, '89). 

I do not teach that Baptist baptism is Bible 
baptism (Jan 31, '89). 

I do not teach that a person can die believing in 
total depravity, direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit in conversion, once saved always saved, 
salvation before baptism, instrumental music 
in worship, one man pastor system, observance 
of the Lord's Supper six times a year, and not 
be eternally lost. (Jan 31, '89). 

I do not believe in unconditional grace (Jan 31, 
'89) 

I do not believe one can be careless about obe
dience to God (Jan 31, '89) 

You (Dobbs) say I believe the grace of God dis
penses with obedience or that because of God's 
grace His word does not have to be obeyed in 
order for one to be eternally saved (Jan 19, '89). 
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JIMMY ALLEN 

Grace will take care of the Christian who for
sakes the assembly, fails to give properly, makes 
no effort to teach and convert others, and does 
not bring his children up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord (Aug 29, '88) 

One can be taught by a Baptist preacher to be 
baptized to obey God, be baptized by the Bap
tist, and be a member of Christ's body (Oct 11, 
'88). 

I think baptist are wrong in their views on total 
depravity, direct operation of the Holy Spirt t in 
conversion, once saved always saved, salvation 
before baptism, instrumental music in worship, 
one man pastor system, observance of the 
Lord's Supper six times a year ... but I refuse to 
say unreservedly that all of them are headed for 
hell (Oct 11, '88). 

If the grace of God does not cover some ignor
ance, error, and failure, you and I are both 
ruined (Aug 29, '88). 

In your (Dobbs) talk about meeting the condi
tions of salvation, do you mean 100% (Dec 7, 
'88). 

Let's suppose you have sinned but you cannot 
see it, can you be eternally saved? Now, can you 
get to glory without specific repentance of the 
thing done? (Jan 19, '89). 
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Now, brother, if a person sins, but does not 
know he has sinned, he obviously cannot con
fess that sin, nor can he repent of it. You say 
that grace will take care of him. His sins can be 
forgiven in the absence of either repentance or 
confession, according to what you have written. 
That would have to be unconditional grace dis
pensing with the law of God. 

You make the observation that faith is 
required in order for the grace to be effective, 
and therefore you are not contending for 
unconditional grace. But that would have to be 
faith without works, which is a dead faith 
(James 2:26). That is precisely the kind of faith 
(dead faith) that Baptists have always 
advocated. 

Concerning the gift of the Spirit. I wrote, "In 
Acts 2:38 the expression 'remission of sins' is a 
part of the command, and not a part of the 
promise. The command is 'Repent and be bap
tized ... unto the remission of sins.' The promise 
is 'ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit'" 
(Dobbs letter dated November 16, 1988). I also 
stated, "It is our duty to obey and it is God's 
obligation to fulfill the promises connected with 
the obedience" (same letter). One cannot obey a 
promise! One can only obey commands! There
fore all you say about your position on the gift 
of the Spirit is irrelevant to our discussion. 

Jimmy, your comments on the gift of the 
Spirit and the war question are beside the 
point. The Bible teaches what it teaches with 
reference to the conditions of grace, law, and 
salvation, and any consequence that flows 
therefrom does not change one syllable of that 
teaching. Your statements look like a red 
herring to me, and I do not intend to be 
sidetracked. 

With reference to the head and the body. Is 
Christ the head of the body? Is the head a part 
of the body? Can the head be the savior of the 
body? When Paul persecuted the disciples 
(church), Jesus said to him, 'Why persecutest 
thou me?" (Acts 9:4). In persecuting the church 
Paul was persecuting Jesus because the church 
is the figurative body of Christ. To be baptized 
into Christ is to be baptized into his body, 
which is the church. To attempt to dichotomize 
between Christ and his body is to make a dis
tinction that is without a difference. There is 
no difference between Jimmy Allen and Jimmy 
Allen's body. Jimmy Allen's head can save 
Jimmy Allen's body, but his head and body are 
one. 

You keep pressing me to judge you either 
saved or lost; yet you say, "Our difference is that 
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I think we should let the Lord determine their 
(Baptists) destiny but you want to handle the 
matter yourself." The fact is that everyone who 
is obedient to the Lord has the promise of eter
nal salvation. Those who do not obey the gospel 
shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruc
tion. The question is, Have the commands of 
the New Testament been obeyed? 

The Bible teaches that baptism, to the peni
tent believer of the gospel, is a burial in water 
unto the remission of sins; and that a person is 
to be raised from that burial through faith in 
the working of God . .All who have done this are 
in a covenant relationship with God. Baptists 
have not done this and therefore are not in a 
covenant relationship with God. If we truly love 
the Baptists, we will teach them the truth that 
they may be saved. 

Romans 6:3 teaches that all who are baptized 
into (eis) Christ are baptized into (eis) his 
death. In other words, in the act of baptism the 
penitent believer puts on Christ and reaches 
the benefits of the blood of calvary. The baptism 
is into Christ, and into his death in exactly the 
same way that the baptism of Acts 2:38 is into 
(eis) the remission of sins. 

Romans 6:4, and following, teaches that a 
penitent believer, who is dead in trespasses and 
sins, is buried into the death of Jesus, and is 
raised from the grave of baptism dead to sin 
and alive to God. Before baptism he is dead and 
alive (dead to God, alive to sin), after baptism he 
is dead and alive (dead to sin, and alive to God). 
You are mistaken about what I believe with ref
erence to this passage. 

Concerning Colossians 2:12, the important 
thing is what the verse itself teaches. The 
commentaries are merely uninspired remarks. 
However I did check several commentaries and 
every one of them agreed with me. Pulpit com
mentary, for instance, says, "Faith is the 
instrumental cause of that which baptism sets 
forth, and has for its object 'the working of 
God'. And the special divine work on which it 
rests is 'the resurrection of Christ' ... Rising 
from the baptismal waters, the Christian con
vert declares the fat th of his heart in that 
supreme act of God, which attests and makes 
sure all that he has bestowed upon us in his 
Son." Heinrich August Wilhelm Meyer says, 
" ... the description of God as the Being who has 
raised up Christ from the dead stands most 
naturally and directly in significant reference to 
the divine activity which procures, not the 
faith, but the co-resurrection, and which is 
therefore set forth in a very appropriate manner 
as the special object offaith ... since God has 



raised up Christ, His activity, which has pro
duced this principle and majus, will have 
included therein the consequences and minus, 
my resurrection with Him. To the believer the 
two stand in such essential connection, that in 
the operation of God which raised up Christ he 
beholds, by virtue of his life with Christ, the 
assurance of his own resurrection having taken 
place with that act; in the former he has the 
pledge of the later." MacKnight says, "The cir
cumcision which Christ performs, being 
accomplished by the influence of the doctrines 
of the gospel on the minds of the believers, and 
their belief in these doctrines being founded on 
their belief of the resurrection of Christ, their 
belief of that great miracle is justly represented 
as the means whereby they are raised out of the 
water of baptism new creatures, who, as the 
apostle observes in the next verse, are, like 
Christ, to be raised at the last day to an eternal 
life in the body." 

As a matter of fact, every commentary I con
sulted (far more than five) say the same thing. 
All of them make the matter inclusive of the 
circumcision not made with hands, the resur
rection of Christ from the dead (by which all 
else is assured), and the new life, and forgive
ness of trespasses. 

I John 1:7 says, "If we walk in the light ... " 
John teaches that one who is walking in the 
light may sin (see verse 8): that is, the possibil
ity is there, and that possibility is sure to 
become a reality (see verse 8): the sinful person, 
now no longer walks in the light, but is to con
fess his sins in order to claim the forgiveness 
promised in both verses 7 and 9. If the person 
does not confess his sins, he will not be for
given, seeing that forgiveness is promised on 
condition of confession. 

Let's think some more about "secret" sins. I 
am told that in uncivilized places Mothers kill 
their babies in the mistaken belief this will 
appease the gods. We read in the Bible about 
some who made their children walk in the fires 
of Baal. Do such people know they sin? Is that a 
secret sin? What is to be done about it? If your 
post Uon is correct, sins of which a person is 
unaware cannot be repented of or confessed, 
but are nevertheless forgiven by the power of 
uncondi tiona! grace. The very worst thing, if 
that view is correct, that could be done is to 
preach the word to such people. Keep them in 
ignorance and thereby save them. We can save 
the world by not preaching the gospel. 

You wrote. "I ignorantly sinned against the 
brother ... he confronted me ... I repented ... Had 

I died before the matter was called to my atten
tion would I have gone to hell? Where is the 
grace of God?" Now, how do you answer your 
questions? The implication is that as long as 
you were in ignorance you were safe. Safety in 
Ignorance! 

You have stated that unconditional grace will 
not only excuse sins done in ignorance, but also 
sins knowingly committed, such as failure to 
attend the assembly, failure to give properly, 
failure to teach one's children, failure to teach 
the lost, and many other unnamed sins (Allen 
letter Aug 28, 1988). 

My dear friend, you are clearly teaching salva
tion by unconditional grace! notwithstanding 
your disclaimer number four. 

On baptizing Baptists you leave me in a 
quandary. You say that Baptist baptism is Bible 
baptism, and therefore Baptists are born again. 
The only reason to re-baptize a person is that 
his first baptism was no baptism. In the case of 
the twelve, about whom we read in Acts 19, they 
had failed to meet the condition (that is, to 
believe on Christ) and consequently their bap
tism was invalid. But if the baptism is valid 
(and you say Baptist baptism is valid) there is 
no reason to re-baptize them. To do so is to 
make a mockery of baptism. We are to be raised 
from the grave of baptism through faith in the 
working of God, who raised Jesus from the 
dead. If we truly believe that God regenerates us 
in the water of baptism, then to do it again, is 
to cast doubt on the working of God. 

The Crossroads people baptize the same folks 
again, and again, and again. Do you agree with 
their practice? 

You missed my question, Can a person be 
born again, again? 

Baptist baptism is not valid because it is 
done for the wrong reason, and therefore they 
must be baptized according to the teaching of 
the gospel. However, you disagree with this and 
claim their baptism is in keeping with the 
teaching of God's word. Why then do you bap
tize Baptists? 

Where A Campbell, or anyone else, spends his 
eternity, will not change one jot or tittle in the 
law of the spirit of life in Christ. 

Your comments on grace and law reveal an 
either 1 or a ttl tude, whereas it is a matter of 
both/and. You seem to think that we are either 
under grace or under law, but the truth is that 
obedience to the law of Christ brings us within 
the compass of grace. You may not have the 
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grace without obedience to the law of the spirit 
of life in Christ. by which we are made free from 
the law of sin and death (Rom 8:1-4). It is a 
matter of both law and grace! We all stand in 
need of grace. but the Bible teaches that 
unconditional grace avails nothing. Salvation 
by grace only. through faith alone, is a false 
doctrine taught by the false teachers of the pro
testant reformation. 

Some people spend too much time reading 
denominational literature. and too little time 
reading the Bible. 

Just a few closing questions, please. ( 1.) Do 
you object to everyone knowing what you 
teach? (2. ) Do you think it is honorable to pri
vately teach a doctrine concerning salvation 
and object to its being publicly known? (3.) Is it 
ethical and moral to teach children in the class
-room what you do not want their parents to 
know you are teaching? 

The conditions you stipulate for publication 
of our letters are accepted. and I consider your 
statement to be an agreement for publication. If 
I decide to publish our correspondence (a deci
sion I have not yet made). your letters will be 
published as written, and without further 
comment on my part. as you ask. Your most 
recent letter will be included, per your request. 
If published, I will write a brief introduction, 
and offer you the same; further. you may have a 
rebuttal, if you want it. 

To reciprocate. I hereby also give you my permis
sion to print and distribute our correspondence, 
provided all letters are reproduced as written. 

Finally (you say this will be your last letter), I 
want to emphasize that there is nothing per
sonal in our exchange of letters. I want the very 
best for you. I have written to you, and con
tinued the correspondence. because you advo
cate things that are out of harmony with God's 
word. And I earnestly. in sincere concern for 
you. and those you teach. have attempted, how
ever inadequately. to help you to understand 
the word of God more perfectly. I beg you to 
overlook and excuse anything unbecoming you 
may see in me. and reconsider your position on 
grace. law. and baptism. 

Jimmy. once more. I not only love you, but I 
really like you; please believe that my only pur
pose is to promote sound doctrine. May God 
bless you, and your family. and may the word of 
his grace build you up. and give you, and yours. 
an inheritance among all them that are sancti-
fied. Faithfully. 
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4 The Providence Of God (Power) . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. $20000 
2 Church Growth God's Way (Missouri-Kansas) .......... o$9095 
1 The Parables Of Our Saviour (Garfield Hgts.) .......... $12095 
1 Matthew (Getwell) ................................... $20000 
1 The Church & The Restoration Movement (SWSBS) . . . . $12000 

OTHER RELIGIOUS BOOKS: 

1 Just Between Friends .................................. $7095 
2 The University Of Hard Knocks ......................... $7095 
2 Making The Most Of Life ............................... $7.95 
2 Jesus Wept ............................................ $7.95 
3 A Few Hallelujahs For Your Ho Hums ................... $7095 
3 The Fruit Of The Spirit ................................. $7°95 
3 Its A One-derful Life ................................... $7°95 
1 A Psalm In My Heart ................................... $9°95 

7 Systematic Theology-Rex A. Turner ................. $19095 
10 Nichol's Pocket Bible Encyclopedia ..................... $1095 
1 Sermons Vol. 1-C. R. Nichol ........................... $5.95 

OTHER BROWNLOW TITLES: 
11 The Light Of Life NT ................................... $2°95 
6 God, The Bible & Common Sense ....................... $2°95 

1 How We Got The Bible-Lightfoot ........ 0 ...... 0 0 ..... $4095 
1 Baptist Answers Reviewed-C.R. Nichol ................. $1095 

27 Non-Denominational Christianity: Is Unity Possible? 
Bert Thompson .. 0 ................................... $1000 

1 Fortify Your Faith-Wayne Jackson ..................... $2050 
4 Study Guide To Greater Bible Knowledge 

Wayne Jackson ...................................... $3095 
3 Biblical Studies In The Light Of Archaeology 

Wayne Jackson ..................................... o$2000 
1 Essays In Apologetics Vol. 1-Thompson & Jackson ...... $3095 
1 The Authority Of The Bible-Jack Cottrell ............ 0 0 o$1065 
1 Berry's Greeek-English NT Lexicon (Coded to Strong's 

Concordance ...................................... 0 . $5095 
1 Clip-Art Features For Church Newsletters Vol. 3 ......... $5075 
1 Clip-Art Features For Church Newsletters Vol. 4 .. 0 0 0 0 0 0.$5075 
2 The Unity Of The Book Of Genesis-Green .............. $9095 
2 The Virgin Birth Of Christ-Machen ............ 0. 0 0 0 0 0 $10095 
1 After The Tassel Is Moved-Caldwell ..... 0 0 .. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0. 0. o$3.95 
1 A Popular Survey Of The OT -Geisler .... 0 .... 0. 0 0 0 .. 0 0.$8.95 
3 Speaking For The Master-Baxter ................ 0 0 0 . 0.$4095 
3 The Minor Prophets-JOPO Lewis ... 0 0 ... 0 .. 0 ............ $3095 
1 The World That Perished-Whitcomb (Revised) pbo ...... $9095 
1 The World That Perished-Whitcomb (pb) ............... $7095 
1 The 12 Minor Prophets-Robinson 0 ..................... $5095 
1 Options In Contemporary Christian Ethics-Geisler 0 0 .... $4095 
3 The Early Earth-Whitcomb ........ 0 0 0 0 .. 0 0 0 0 0 0 ........ $4095 
1 The Twilight Of Evolution-Morris .......... 0 0 0 0 0 0 ...... $3095 
1 Notes On The Parables Of Our Lord-Trench. 0 .......... $5°95 
1 The Higher Criticism Of The Pentateuch-Green ........ $4°95 
1 A Symposium On Creation (1 Voi.)-Donald Patten ...... $2°00 
1 Alleged Discrepancies Of The Bible-John Haley ...... $12°95 

3 Living On The Plus Side (hb) ........................... $7.95 
5 The Story Of Jesus .................................... $2°25 
3 The Christian's Everyday Problems ..................... $2.95 
8 Greatest Questions In The OT .......................... $2°95 
4 Greatest Questions In The NT .......................... $2°95 
9 Better Than Medicine .................................. $2.25 
1 Making The Most Of Life ............................... $2°95 

CHOATE PUBLICATIONS: 
1 The Greatest Thing In The World-Drummond .......... $4°95 
3 Sermons On Saints & Sinners-John Wad dey ........... $2°95 
4 Lessons On Missions From 20 Years In Sao Pablo 

Gilpatrick .... 0 0 0 0 ................................... $6°00 
8 50 TV Sermon Outlines-JOPO Williams .................. $1°00 
5 Family Living In Christ-Waddey ............... 0 ....... $4.00 
3 Evolution In The Light Of Scripture, Science & Common 

Sense-Basil Overton ................................ $6.00 
2 New Testament Worship ............................... $1.00 
2 Sermon Outline Collections (Vol. 2) (c) .................. $4°00 

11 Ready Set Gospel .................................... ; $1°00 
3 New Delhi Sermonetts ................................. $1°00 
1 Fire In My Bones ...................................... $6°00 
1 Theres No Nut Like A Brazil Nut ........................ $8°00 
1 Sermon Outline Collection-Val. I (p) ................... $3°00 

11 Sermon Thoughts ..................................... $3.00 
1 Let Us Go Again ....................................... $5.00 
4 A Missionary Speaks (cloth) ............................ $6°00 
1 Separate For Me (p) 0 ................................... $5.00 
1 Dear Ones-Betty Choate .............................. $5.00 
1 That Thou Mightest Know-Betty Choate ............... $5°00 
1 Declaring God's Righteousness-Betty Choate .......... $6.00 
2 Liberalism. Deadly Enemy Of The Church-Waddey ..... $5°00 
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2 Conversions In Acts-Choate ••...........•••••.•.....•. $3.00 
1 Unity In The Midst Of Slavery & War-Gray (p) .•.•...... $3.00 
1 A Return To Christ Centered Missions-Lavender ........ $5.00 
1 Following Jesus-Waddey .............................. $5.00 
1 The Gospel Of Christ-Waddey .....•.......•........... $1.95 
1 Character Comes From The Bible-Waddey .........•... $3.00 
1 A Favourable Life-Joyce Dunavan ......•..•........... $2.00 
2 The Call On World Evangelism-Roger Dickson •........ $2.00 
1 Power Packed Sermon Outlines-John Harris ........•.. $2.95 
2 What You Always Wanted To Know About Your Preacher 

But Never Cared Enough To Ask-Steve Williams ...... $4.00 
1 Searching The Scriptures-Waddey .•••................. $5.00 
1 Fighting The Good Fight Of Faith-Waddey ............. $6.00 
1 The Dew Breakers-Merritt .•...•..•••.................. $9.00 
1 Growing In The Grace & Knowledge Of Christ-Waddey $2.00 
1 The Fall Of Unbelief-Dickson ........................ $12.00 
5 Windows Of The Soul-Betty Choate ................... $6.00 
4 First Steps In Faith-Betty Burton •.....••.....•........• $5.00 
9 Grouped In Groups-Roger Dickson ...•.•.............. $5.00 
4 The Anatomy Of Sin & Other Sermons-Waddey ......... $3.95 
6 Mother Of Eighty-Korfker ..........•..•............... $3.00 
1 Still Moments-Korfker (p) ............................. $3.00 
3 Still Moments-Korfker (hb) ............................ $6.00 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS: 
6 We Can Evangelize The World-Rice ••.................. $6.95 
1 Ax On The Root (Vol. I)-Rice ......•................... $2.00 
2 Ax On The Root (Vol. 11)-Rice ......................... $2.00 
2 Ax On The Root (Vol. II I)-Rice .....•................... $2.00 
1 What The Bible Says About The Bible-Crouch .....••. $13.50 
4 Harbins Notes On The Epistles To The Hebrews ......... $4.00 
5 A Critical Review Of A New (Old) Modernism & A Plea 

For Unity-G. K. Wallace ............................. $1.95 
1 A Teenager Speaks On Spiritual Gifts-Hicks ......•..... $2.95 
2 Following Up New Converts, Restoring Erring-Carr ..... $1.50 
1 Leadership Questions Confronting The Church-Lewis $5.95 
1 Perry B. Cotham & John Hartley Debate ......•••.••..••. $2.00 
3 Lectures On The Holy Spirit-Perry Cotham ............. $2.50 
6 Action Getting Sermons (Vol. I)-Jesse Sewell •••....•.•. $1.50 
1 Sermons In Series-Sam Binkley, Jr ..................... $1.50 
1 Essentials Of NT Greek-Ray Summers ............... $10.95 
2 And I Say Unto You-James 0. Baird ..........•.....•.. $3.00 
2 Giving vs Getting-V.P. Black .......................... $1.50 
2 Lord Teach Us How To Give-V.P. Black ...........•..•. $1.50 
1 The Proof Of Your Love-V.P. Black ..........•.•...•.•• $1.50 
6 My God And My Money-V.P. Black ........•.•..•...•.. $1.50 
2 Friends & Foes Of The Master-A. L. Andrews ........... $2.50 
4 El Mundo del Nuevo Testaments-Dana ..........•••.... $5.95 

13 Death Brings Hurt & Help-Wayne Coats .........••....•. $6.95 
1 Expository Preaching & Teaching Hebrews-Crouch ..... $9.95 
1 Genesis 1-C.C. Crawford .............................. $4.00 
6 Challenging Dangers Of Modern Versions-Taylor ....... $9.95 
1 Set: The Evangelist Edited by Walter Scott 

10 Vols. from 1832-1842 ........................... $100.00 
2 Best Of Both Worlds-Bob Bole ........................ $3.95 
1 20th Century Sermons Series (4)-Bob Douglas ....... $11.95 
1 A Greek Grammar Of The NT & Other Early Christian 

Literature ...........•..............•.............. $24.00 
DEHOFF PUBLICATIONS: 
11 Acts-Key To The NT 
2 I See My Time Is Up . . 
3 Lands Of The Bible . . 
2 Ministers Manual • • . 
1 Marriage Certificates . . 
1 Baptismal Certificates . 
1 Sarah's Daughter . . . 
1 DeHoff Davis Debate . . • . . . . 
1 Sermons On Great Bible Characters 
1 Sermons On I Corinthians 
1 The Great Marjuana Debate . . . . . . . . . 
3 The One Book Analyzed & Outlined-Wallace 
2 Church History-John Cox . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 Bible Questions You Have Asked-Wallace Skipper 
1 Like A Lion-Matthew Morrison . . . . . . . . . . 
1 Paley's Evidences Of Christianity . . 
1 Sermon Outlines On Acts-Crawford 
1 Sermons Of W. L. Oliphant (Vol. 1) . 
1 The Restoration Plea-Crawford . . 
1 The Disciples' Prayer-McCord . . . 
1 Plain Bible Preaching (Vol. I)-Marlin 
1 Plain Bible Preaching (Vol. 111)-Spring 
2 Frank Van Dykes Sermons . . . . . . 

OTHER PUBLISHERS: 
2 Jerusalem City Of Jesus-Eerdman 
1 Theological Dictionary Of NT (Vol. 1) 
1 Theological Dictionary Of NT (Vol. 2) . . . . . 
2 The New Bible Commentary: Revised (Eerdman) 
2 Exploring Church (Architect) . . . . . . . . . . . 
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. $9.95 
$19.95 

• $10.95 
. . $8.95 

. $6.95 

. $6.95 

. $6.95 

. $7.95 

. $5.00 

. $5.95 

. $2.50 
$19.95 
. $3.95 
. $5.95 
. $5.95 
. $9.00 
. $9.95 
. $6.95 
. $9.95 
. $4.95 
. $5.95 
. $5.95 
. $4.95 

$29.95 
$19.95 
$22.50 
$24.95 
$12.95 

1 Old Testament Times-A. K. Harrison ................. $10.95 
1 Set (5 Vol.): The Expositor's Greek Testament . . . . . . . . . $55.00 
3 Eerdman's Handbook To The Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23.95 
1 The New Century Bible Commentary (Matthew)-Hill .... $8.95 
1 The Life & Epistle Of St. Paui-Conybeare & Howson .. $16.95 
1 Set (3 Vol.) Word Studies In The Greek NT -Wurst ..... $62.50 
1 Introduction To The NT-Thiessen ..................... $8.95 
2 NT Survey-Tenney ..•...................•......•... $13.95 
1 New International Commentary In The NT (Mark) 

Lane .............................................. $16.95 
New International Commentary In The NT (John) 

Morris .............•.............................. $16.95 
1 Word Studies In The NT (Vol. I)-Vincent ............. $10.00 
1 Word Studies In The NT (Vol. II I)-Vincent ............ $10.00 
1 Word Studies In The NT (Vol. IV)-Vincent ............ $10.00 
1 Set (3 vols.) Systematic Theology-Charles Hodge ..... $74.95 
2 Handbook To Christian Belief-Keeley ................ $21.95 
3 The Case For Christianity-Chapman ................. $19.95 
1 ISBE (Vol. I) ......................................... $30.00 
1 ISBE (Vol. Ill) ....................................... $30.00 
2 The World's Religions-Eerdman • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $21.95 
1 Family Encyclopedia Of The Bible-Eerdman ...••..... $18.95 
1 The Great Evangelical Disaster-Francis Schaeffer ....... $5.95 

12 The Disciplining Movement-Maurice Barnett ........... $4.00 
1 Calvinism In The Light Of God's Word-C.A. Feenstra .... $7.00 
1 Dangers Of Liberalism-Connally ....................... $5.00 
1 The Fundamentals-Connally .......................... $5.00 
2 So You Want A Glorified Holiday-Connally ............. $5.00 
5 Ephesians & Colossians-Connally ..............•...... $5.00 
1 Periods Of The OT (Book 1)-Conchin .................. $2.00 
1 Periods Of The OT (Book 111)-Conchin ................. $2.00 
1 Periods Of The OT (Book IV)-Conchin ................. $2.00 
1 Periods Of The OT (Book V)-Conchin .................. $2.00 
1 Periods Of The OT (Book VI)-Conchin ................. $2.00 
1 Evolution In Turmoii-Conchin ....•.................... $6.95 
3 The Case For Teaching Creation-A.J. Hoover .......... $3.00 
1 The Rise Of The Evolution Fraud-M. Bowden ........... $8.95 

19 The Forbidden Apple-Morgan .......................... 25¢ 
1 More Evidence That Demands A Verdict-McDowell ... $17.95 
1 Neo-Calvinism In The Church Of Christ-Tom Roberts ... $9.95 
1 McCords NT Translation (cloth) ...................... $10.00 
1 McCords NT Translation (paper) ........................ $7.00 
2 Shelly Dunning Debate ..................•.............. $6.50 
3 The Church That Jesus Built-Lloyd Ellis ............... $3.00 

12 The Origin & Destiny Of Man ........................... $3.00 
1 The Gospel Plan Of Salvation-Brents ................ $15.95 
1 Hermeneutics-Dungan ................................ $7.00 
1 Gospel Preacher (Vol. I)-Ben Franklin .................. $7.50 
1 Gospel Preacher (Vol. 11)-Ben Franklin ................. $7.50 
1 McGarvey's Sermons .................................. $8.00 
1 The Way Of Salvation-Moser .......................... $6.00 

13 Chapel Talks-McGarvey .............................. $1.50 
2 Discipling Ministries: An Inside Look-Dixon ............ $3.95 
4 How To Get What You Want-Willard Tate .............. $5.95 
2 Living In Two Worlds-Mike Cope ...................... $5.95 
3 Don't Kiss Toads-Mike Cope .......................... $5.95 
1 Straight Talk For Teens-Mike Cope .................... $4.95 
2 Your Young Heart-Bearden ........................... $5.95 
2 Going Through The Motions-Bearden ................. $4.95 
7 Shall We Know One Another In Heaven-Woods ....... $10.00 
1 Bridging The Generation Gap-Stanley Sayers .......... $4.50 
7 The Spirit & The Word-Z.T. Sweeney .................. $3.95 
1 Family Of God-Baxter ................................ $8.95 
2 Mary Oler's Poems For Children ........................ $4.50 
4 Vision Of The Ages-B. W. Johnson ..................... $9.00 
3 Commentary On The Minor Epistles (James. Peter, 

John, Jude)-Caton ................................. $7.00 
3 Commentary On John-B.W. Johnson .................. $9.00 
2 Commentary On Thess. Cor. Gal. Romans-McGarvey 

& Pendleton ....................................... $10.00 
1 Commentary On Romans-Lard ........................ $9.00 
2 New Commentary On Acts-McGarvey .................. $9.00 
1 Commentary On Luke-J.S. Lamar ..................... $7.00 
1 Commentary On Matthew & Mark-McGarvey ........... $9.00 
1 The Eternal Kingdom-F.W. Mattox ..................... $8.50 
1 Sermons That Live-Ted Cline .......................... $4.95 
1 Christian Contend For Thy Cause-James D. Bales ...... $3.50 
1 The Case Of Cornelius-James D. Bales ................ $5.00 
1 Life & Lessons Of H. Leo Boles-Gardner & Wad dey ..... $5.00 
2 Original Commentary On Acts-J.W. McGarvey ....... $10.95 
1 With The Bishops & Deacons-James D. Cox ............ $8.00 
4 Commentary On Romans-Whiteside ................. $11.95 
2 Zerr Commentary (Vol. 3) Psalms-Isaiah .............. $10.95 
1 Zerr Commentary (Vol 4) Jer.-Mal. .................... $10.95 
1 Zerr Commentary (Vol. 5) Matt-Rom .................. $10.95 
1 Zerr Commentary (Vol. 6) 1 Cor.-Rev .................. $10.95 
1 What Do You Communicate-Sandra Humphrey ......... $5.50 



2 Hide & Seek-James Dobson ........................... $7.95 
2 Why Pray-Spiros Zadhiates ........................... $5.95 
2 Ten Mistakes Parents Make With Teenagers-Kesler ... $14.95 
1 Life Must Be Tough-James Dobson .................. $14.99 
2 The Strong Willed Child-James Dobson ................ $8.95 
1 Parenting Isn't For Cowards-James Dobson .......... $15.99 
1 Preparing For Adolescence-James Dobson ............. $3.95 
2 Dare To Discipline-James Dobson ..................... $4.95 
1 Why Wait-Josh McDowell (paper) ..................... $9.95 
1 The Faith Healers-James Randi (paper) ................ $9.95 

HARVEST PUBLICATIONS (Hobbs): 
8 Let's Live .............................................. $7.95 
2 Daughters Of Eve (cloth) ............................... $7.95 
5 Daughters Of Eve (paper) .............................. $4.95 
1 More Precious Than Gold (cloth) ....................... $7.95 

10 More Precious Than Gold (paper) ....................... $3.95 
1 Your Best Friend (cloth) ................................ $3.95 
7 Your Best Friend (paper) ............................... $3.95 
1 Victory Over Trails (paper) ............................. $3.95 
1 Choosing Life's Best (cloth) ............................ $7.95 
9 Choosing Life's Best (paper) ........................... $4.95 

10 You Can Be Beautiful .................................. $3.95 
CENTRAL PUBLICATIONS (V. E. Howard): 
1 Broken Homes & Handicapped Children (cloth) .......... $8.95 
1 Broken Homes & Handicapped Children (paper) ......... $2.50 
1 What Is The Church Of Christ .......................... $8.95 

12 New Testament Conversions ........................... $3.95 
2 Howard-Hines Study Of Revelation ..................... $3.95 
2 Gospel Radio Sermons (Vol. 1-The Bible) ................ $3.95 
1 Gospel Radio Sermons (Vol. li-The Occults) ............. $3.95 
3 The Love of God ....................................... $2.95 

60 Dangers Of Modern Versions ........................... $1.00 
40 Hell Is Real ............................................ $1.00 
20 Advertisements For Drunkedness ....................... $1.00 
1 Premillennialism ....................................... $2.95 
4 Church Gospel Songs & Hymns ............................ . 
1 Songs Of The Church (Spiral Bound) ................. $18.95 
6 Songs Of The Church (Large Print) ..................... $6.25 
4 Songs Of The Church (Regular Print) ................... $5.25 
8 Songs Of The Church 21st Century Edition .............. $6.95 
2 Songs Of Praise-Alton Howard ........................ $3.95 
2 The Dating Game (Book 1 )-Marian Starks .............. $1.95 
3 The Dating Game (Book 2)-Marian Starks .............. $1.95 
1 Our Garden Of Song-Finley ......................... $19.95 
3 Christianity-A Clear Case Of History-Wharton ......... $5.95 
2 The Problem Of Evil & Suffering-Myers (paper) ......... $3.95 

OTHER PUBLISHERS: 
4 Sermon Outlines (Vol. 1)-Pryde E. Hinton ............... $4.50 
1 Sermon Outlines (Vol. 11)-Pryde E. Hinton .............. $4.50 
2 Young's Analytical Concordance To The Bible ......... $19.95 
3 New American Standard Exhaustive Concordance 

Holman ........................................... $34.95 
1 The Sower Goes Forth-James Bales ................... $4.50 
3 Forty Years In The Mormon Church-Bishop Evans ...... $5.95 
2 Gleaning From Galatians-Gussie Lambert .............. $4.95 

12 Mormonism Exposed-G.B. Hancock ................... $5.95 
11 Whom God Hath Joined-Shelley ....................... $2.50 
18 A Study Of Bible Leaders-J.J. Turner .................. $1.95 
1 I wonder From Job-Sylvia Camp ....................... $3.50 
1 Debate: The Existence Of God-Bales. Teller ............ $6.00 
2 Porter-Waters Debate .................................. $4.95 
1 The Elder And His Work (cloth)-Taylor ................. $7.95 
7 Romans (Adult Series)-Bales .......................... $1.75 
2 Pentecostalism In The Church-Bales ................... $3.00 
6 Studies In I & II Timothy-Taylor ....................... $2.50 
4 Studies In I & II Thessalonians-Taylor .................. $2.50 
4 Studies In James & Jude-Taylor ....................... $2.95 
3 Studies In 1,11,111 John-Taylor .......................... $3.00 

12 Studies In 1,11 Peter-Taylor ............................ $3.00 
4 Studies in Titus & Philemon-Taylor .................... $2.50 
1 Jesus Christ-The Hope Of The Home-Taylor .......... $2.50 
1 Snatching Men Out Of Fire-J.J. Turner ................. $4.50 
2 Smith's Bible Dictionary .............................. $14.95 
9 The Christian Scholar (Hall Laurie Calhoun) (p) ......... $8.95 
2 The Christian Scholar (Hall Laurie Calhoun) (c) ....... $14.95 
4 Questions & Answers-Woods ........................ $16.95 
3 Questions & Answers (I I)-Woods .................... $16.95 
5 The Discipling Dilemma-Yeakley (cloth) ............... $9.95 
2 Hidden Pictures In The OT -Habershon ................. $7.95 
1 John's Wonderful Gospel-Powell .................... $12.95 
4 Parables Of Our Saviour-W.M. Taylor ................ $12.95 
5 Practical Truths From The Pastoral Epistles-Stock $14.95 
1 Barnes Notes On The OT (Complete-1 Vol) ............ $39.95 
1 Josephus ........................................... $16.95 
1 101 More Hymn Stories ................................ $9.95 
2 Johnson's Notes ..................................... $16.96 

10 Parables Of Jesus Workbook-Bill Smith ................ $1.00 

3 The Book Of Inspiration (7 Classics) ...............•.... $7.00 
3 How To Use NT Greek Aids (Cover damaged) ........••• $6.95 
1 Understanding The Occult-McDowell & Stewart ........ $9.95 
2 Satan's Underground-Stratford 

(Disturbing material) ...........................•..••• $8.95 
THOMAS HOLLAND: 

1 Soul Sighted Sermons ................................. $3.00 
1 Sincere Service: Sermon Outlines From II Cor ............ $3.95 
1 Accentuating Acts ..................................... $2.00 
1 God's Definition of A Christian 

(Sermons From I Peter ............................... $2.00 
Revealed Righteousness (Sermons From Romans) ....... $2.00 
God's Good Gifts (Sermons From James) ............... $2.00 
Christ Has Come .................................•.... $2.00 
Conduct In The Church (Sermons From I Tim.) ...•...... $3.95 
Complete In Christ ...............•..................... $3.00 
Christ Is Coming (Sermons From 1,11 Thess.) ............ $2.00 

1 Key Of Knowledge (Sermons From 1,11 Peter) ............ $2.00 
2 Focus On Faith (Sermons From Hebrews) ............... $3.95 
1 Sermon Design & Delivery .............................. $2.00 
2 Seeking Spiritual Security (Sermons From I John) ... : . .. $3.00 
2 Essential Elements Of Expository Preaching ............. $2.00 
3 Preaching! Principles & Practice (Vol. I) ................. $4.95 

OTHER PUBLISHERS: 
1 Vine's Expository Dictionary Of Biblical Words ........ $25.95 
6 More Than A Carpenter-McDowell ...............••.•.. $3.50 
4 The Bible & Modern Science-Morris ...•..........••..• $3.95 
1 Sermon Outlines From The OT -Phillips ................ $5.95 
1 Exploring The World Of The Jew-Phillips ................ $9.95 
1 You Mean The Bible Teaches That?-Ryrie .............. $5.95 
1 Science And The Bible-Morris ......................... $6.95 
1 Satan's Ten Most Believable Lies-Morris ......•.....••. $6.95 
1 What The Cults Believe-Robertson ..................... $6.95 
1 Hosea & Amos-Cohen & Vandermey ................... $6.95 
3 The Lord's Supper-Blackford .......................... $2.95 
1 Understanding Genesis-J.P. Lewis ..................... $3.95 
1 Sermon Outlines (II Cor. & Gai.)-Fiatt .................. $3.00 
2 Introductory Guide To The OT -Unger .................. $5.00 
2 Creation-The Evolution Controversy-Wysong ......... $8.95 
1 Epistemology-The Justification Of Belief-Wolfe ....... $3.00 
1 Scripture Twisting-James Sue ......................... $8.95 
2 Metaphysics-Constructing A World View-Hasker ....•. $5.95 
1 Preserving The Person-Stephen Evans ................. $4.95 
1 No Wonder They Call Him The Savior-Lucado .......... $7.95 

JIM McQUIGGAN PUBLICATIONS: 
114 The Kingdom Of God & The Planet Earth ................ ~2.95 

4 The God Of The Towel .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2.00 
3 Hosea's Heartbreak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.95 
1 The Book Of Ezekiel ................................... $8.95 
3 The Book Of Isaiah .................................... $8.95 
1 Genesis And Us ....................................... $8.95 
4 The Book Of Romans ................................ $12.95 
2 The Bible, The Saint & The Liquor Industry .............. $6.95 
2 The Book Of I Corinthians .............................. $8.95 
2 Revelations ............................................ $8.95 
1 The Power To See It Through .......................... $7.95 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS (Thomas Warren): 
46 God Demands Doctrinal Preaching ....................• $4.95 

187 Headed In The Direction Of Heaven ...................... $.50 
1 Have Atheists Proved There Is No God .................. $9.00 
1 The Warren-Barnhart Debate ......................... $14.00 
1 The Warren-Flew Debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00 
2 When Is An Example Binding ........................... $8.00 
1 The Living Messages Of The OT -Warren/Elkins ....... $15.00 
2 The Living Messages Of The NT -Warren/Elkins ......• $13.00 
1 Marriage Is For Those Who Love God & One Another .•.. $9.00 
1 The Sermon On The Mount-Warren/Elkins ........... $15.00 
2 Keeping The Lock In Wedlock ........................ $13.00 
2 Divorce & Remarriage-Warren/Fuqua .................. $6.00 
1 Our Loving God-A Sun & Shield ..................... $10.00 
1 Keeping The Lock In Wedlock .......................... $8.00 
1 The Home As God Would Have It-Warren/Elkins ...... $12.00 
2 Your Marriage Can Be Great. ......................... $14.00 
4 Crucial Questions On Christian Unity ................... $1.50 
1 Sin, Suffering & God ................................. $15.00 
2 Under Bondage ...................................... $13.00 
1 The Warren-Flew Debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14.00 
5 Marriage Is For Those Who Love God & One Another 

(Work books) ......................................... $. 75 
2 A Review Of Shall We Splinter-Taylor .................. $2.95 
1 Counseling Homosexuals-Fiatt ...................... $11.00 

OTHER PUBLISHERS: 
2 Hermeneutical Agnosticism-Apple ..................... $7.95 
8 Divorce-Goebel Music ................................ $9.00 
2 Fellowship-Music ..................................... $5.00 
2 Faith Demands Efficient Leadership In The Church 

Music ............................................... $5.00 
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3 Nelson's Bible Encyclopedia For The Family. . . . . . . . . . . $19.50 
2 Nelson's Encyclopedia For Young Readers (2 vots.) .... $29.95 
2 Dynamic Christian Living-Waymon Miller .............. $1.50 
1 A Survey Of Church History-Waymon Miller ............ $1.00 
5 Fundamentals Of The Faith-Waymon Miller ............ $2.95 

15 Harmony Among The Heirs Of Heaven-Dan Winkler .... $2.95 
1 Things That Accompany Salvation-Wendell Winkler .... $2.50 

10 The Mission Of The Local Church-Wendell Winkler ...... $2.50 
4 Studying Sin Seriously-Wendell Winkler ..............• $2.50 
9 Heart Diseases & Their Cure-Wendell Winkler .......... $2.50 

20 Milk To Grow On For Newborn Babes-James Pilgrim ... $1.00 
2 Above All ... God!-Mary Oler ........................... $3.95 
5 Three Messages-C.H. Spurgeon ....................... $2.00 
1 Hebrew & English Lexicon Of The OT -Oxford . . . . . . . . $29.95 
1 Parchment Notes On The NT -Ernest Clevenger .....•••• $5.95 
1 Leadership Training For Men-Ernest Clevenger ......... $5.95 
6 Life, Humor & Biblical Briefs-J.A."McNutt ............ $13.50 
2 The Jehovah's Witnesses & Prophetic Speculation 

Gruss ...•.......................................... $2.95 
1 Biblical Cosmology & Modern Science-Morris ......•... $4.50 
1 The Earth, The Stars & The Bible-Paul Stiedl ........... $5.95 
1 Unformed & Unfilled-Weston Fields •................... $6.95 
1 Evolution & Christian Faith-Davidheiser .............. $10.95 
1 Studies In The Bible & Science-Morris ................. $5.00 
4 An Eschatology Of Victory-Kirk ..•.................... $8.95 
3 Doctrine Of The Godhead-Turner ..................... $4.95 
2 An Album Of Bible Characters-Waddey ................ $4.95 
5 Since You Asked-Fiatt ................................ $5.95 
3 I Never Thought It Would Be This Way-Jones .......... $3.95 
3 Winning Through A Positive Spiritual Attitude-Turner ... $3.95 
2 Death & Dying-Hill ................................... $4.25 
1 Christianity A Growing Experience-Lucas ....•......... $3.95 
3 Deciding To Grow-Hufford .•................•.•....... $3.95 
1 Precious Are God's Plans-Fowler ..........•........... $4.95 
1 Now I Can Fty-McWhorter ............................. $5.25 
1 Making It-Mills ....................................... $4.95 
1 Leaves Only-Mills .................................... $4.95 
1 Step Out Of The Crowd-Turner ........................ $4.95 
1 A Living Sacrifice-Patterson ........................... $4.95 
1 living With My Father-Rowe .......................... $3.95 
2 Welcome To My World-Camp ......................... $3.95 
3 Teaching Preschoolers-Hanna & Hoover ............... $3.95 
2 Teaching The Adult Bible Class-Willerton .............. $2.95 
2 Teaching Primaries .................................... $3.95 
2 Give Them God's Way-Holbrook ................•...... $3.95 
1 Today's Victorious Woman (Vol. I) ...................... $3.95 
2 Today's Victorious Woman (Vol. II) ..................... $3.95 

14 Today's Girl In Today's Society-Smith ................. $2.50 
5 Ten Commandments For Wives-Bristow ................ $4.95 
1 She Hath Done What She Could-McWhorter ............ $4.95 
1 Balance-Griffith .•................................... :$3.95 
4 Overcoming Stress-Witte .............................. $3.95 
2 Meet My Friend David-McWhorter ...........•......... $4.95 
5 Every Step Of The Way-Holbrook ....•................. $3.75 
3 The Wise Woman Knows-Patterson .................... $4.95 
5 Better Than Gold & Silver-Mackey ..................... $4.95 
2 Balance-Griffith ...................................... $3.95 
3 Martha, Martha ........................................ $4.95 
1 The Revised Handbook Of Ideas ........................ $5.95 
1 A New Song-Alice Cravens ....................•....... $3.00 
1 The Christian Home-Shaver . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . $1.75 
1 More Fun With Bible Facts ............................. $2.25 
3 Expanding Outline-Childress .......................... $8.95 
1 The Story Of The Bible-Ramsey ....................... $3.95 
1 Word Search-Tiner ................................... $3.00 
3 Attitudes 1-Leach ..................................... $4.25 
2 Attitudes 11-Leach .................................... $4.25 
1 The Bible Doctrine Of Christian Fellowship-Taylor ...... $3.95 
6 Decisions (Vol. I)-Rowe ............................... $3.95 
6 Decisions (Vol. 11)-Rowe .............................. $3.95 

14 What's It Worth-Ragland .............................. $2.95 
1 Belly Button Brigade-Tate .............................. $.99 

11 With God's Help Flowers Grow (Study Guide) ........... $2.45 
4 The Secret Of Hinds Feet-Boggs ...................... $2.75 
1 Christ In The Home-Taylor ............................ $6.95 
1 Bible Treasures-Ramsey ............................ $10.95 
3 The Book Of Job-Wayne Jackson ..................... $4.95 
2 Positive Christian Living-Turner ....................... $3.95 
1 Studies In Jonah ....................................... $4.95 
1 A Dozen Gospel Sermons-Ramsey ..................... $5.95 
1 When Christ Was Preached To Christ-Overton .......... $4.95 
4 Principles Of NT Christianity-Crouch .................. $6.95 
1 20 Years Of The Problem Page (Vol. 1)-lanier .......... $6.00 
2 20 Years Of The Problem Page (Vol. 11)-lanier .......... $6.00 
4 Teenagers & Peer Pressure-Williford ..... ; ............. $3.25 
2 let's Go Fishing For Men-Homer Hailey ................ $8.95 
9 Studies In Psalms-Taylor .............................. $5.95 

28 !281 January 1001 
FIRM FOUNDATION 

1 T~e Woman Of Val?r-Hayhurst •.......•............... $1.00 
1 L1b Movement Gods Way-Holbrook ................... $2.95 
3 Every Step Of The Way-Holbrook ...................... $3.75 
1 Redigging The Wells-Hawley (paper) ........•......... $5.95 
3 Redigging The Wells-Hawley (cloth) ................•.. $8.25 
2 The Smith-lacusta Debate ............................. $2.50 
1 Total Evangelism-Clayton Pepper ..•.................. $2.00 
1 Preparing For Adolescence-Dobson ................... $3.95 
2 Now That's A Miracle-Wright .........•................ $3.95 
1 God Knew He Needed Her-Lyles ...................... $4.50 
1 Strong's Exhaustive Concordance Of The Bible ........ $18.95 

JOHN STACY PUBLICATIONS: 
68 Preaching Through The OT ...................•........ $4.95 

5 Preaching Through Galatians ........................... $4.50 
1 Sermons To Apply ..................................... $4.95 
5 Jesus Bore It All ...............•..•.................... $4.95 
3 Preaching Through Revelation (cloth) .........•......... $6.95 
3 Prime Rib ...........................•...............•• $4.95 
3 Sermons That Should Be In Print ....................... $4.95 
3 Preaching Through Ecclesiastes ........................ $4.95 
5 Sermons To Preach & Practice .....•................... $4.95 
1 Amen & Amen ......................................... $6.00 
3 Sermons That Draw A line ............................. $4.95 
1 Soul Searching Sermons ............................... $6.00 
4 Preaching Through James ............................. $6.00 
2 Sermons You Can Use ................................. $6.00 
3 Timeless Bible Truths ....•...............•............. $6.00 
3 The Valley of Dry Bones ................................ $4.95 
5 Preaching The Good News ............................. $5.00 
3 Preaching The Basics .................................. $5.00 

13 God's Message For Man Today ......................... $5.00 
3 Stacy's Sermons (cloth) ................................ $5.95 
2 Sermons On Heaven & Hell ............................. $4.95 
3 Sermons On Conversion ............................... $5.00 
1 Sermons To Preach & Practice ......................... $4.95 
2 Messianic Psalms & Other Sermons ..................... $4.95 
3 Gospel Sermons You Must Preach I ..................... $5.95 
4 Gospel Sermons You Must Preach II •................... $5.95 
6 Now Abideth These Three .............................. $4.95 
4 The Ancient Gospel .......•............................ $4.95 
4 Evangelize! Evangelize! ................................ $5.95 
3 Old Truths In New Robes (Vol. 11)-Camp ............... $3.95 
5 Principles & Perils Of leadership-Camp ................ $9.00 
3 Bible Handbook-Weed ................................ $4.95 
6 love As A Basis For Marriage-Orten ................... $1.00 
1 A History Of The Disciples On The Western Reserve 

Hayden .............•............................. $10.95 
1 Elder Ben Franklin-Eye Of The Storm-West ......... $15.95 
1 The life Of Reverend James O'Kelly-McCieeny ....... $11.95 
2 Church Discipline For Caring Christians-Usrey ......... $5.00 

10 Church Discipline For Caring Christians (Study Guide 
For Above)-Usrey .................................. $2.00 

1 Graduation To Glory-Hill .............................. $5.00 
13 Now That I'm A Christian ............................... $2.25 

1 Disci piing: The Multiplying Ministry-Jones ............. $2.95 
1 Joseph Smith-Prophet Or Pretender-Brigham ......... $1.50 
1 The Parables In Profile-W. Jackson .................... $2.00 
1 Catholicism Against Itself-lambert .................... $2.50 
3 The History Of Evolutionary Thought-Thompson ....... $3.00 
1 Traditions Of Men Vs. The Word Of God-Jennings ...... $3.95 

14 Bible Questions Answered A to Z-Jarrell ............... $2.95 
37 Enjoy Your Sible-Chesley .............................. $. 75 

1 Egermeier's Bible Story Book ......................... $15.95 
STANDARD FLANNEL GRAPH: 
1 Simplified Bible Time line .............................. $4.50 
1 Stories About Joshua & Judges ......................... $5.95 
1 New Testament Maps & Charts ......................... $7.95 
1 Pict-O-Graph Patterns ................................. $5.95 
1 The Christian Soldier (2266) .............. , ............. $5.95 
2 The Christian Soldier (2634) ............................ $3.95 
1 Early life Of Paul ...................................... $5.95 
1 Stories About Peter .................................... $5.95 
1 Stories About John .................................... $5.95 
2 later life Of Paul ...................................... $5.95 
1 The Forgiving Christ ................................... $4.95 
2 Miracles Of Jesus ...................................... $5.95 
1 The Great Physician ................................... $4.95 
1 Ministry Of Jesus ...................................... $4.95 
1 Jesus & The Ten Commandments ...................... $5.95 
2 Parables Of Jesus .......................... '!"· •••••••••• $5.95 
4 Crucifixion & Resurrection Of Jesus .................... $5.95 
1 Birth Of Jesus ......................................... $5.95 
1 Stories Of Elijah & Elisha ............................... $5.95 
1 Stories Of David ....................................... $5.95 
2 Stories Of Joseph ...................................... $5.95 
1 Creation To Abraham .................................. $5.95 

OTHER PUBLISHERS: 



5 Now That I've Lost A Loved One ........................ $1.95 
1 Fourfold Gospel (paper)-McGarvey .................... $7.95 
1 Galatians & Ephesians-Lawson ...•.................... $7.95 
1 John-Foster ......•.•.........•....................... $7.95 
1 Acts-Wade .•.•••....................•...........•.... $7.95 
1 First Corinthians ........•....................••........ $7.95 
1 Commentary On Hebrews-Milligan .................... $6.95 
1 My Child On Drugs?-Art Linkletter ..................... $3.50 
1 Stewardship Source Book-Shannon .................•. $5.95 
1 Love In Action-Holybauer .........•................... $3.95 
1 Beloved Sufferer-Hayden ............................. $5.95 
1 The Restoring Father-Richardson ....•................. $3.50 
1 Successful Single Adult Ministry-Welsh ................ $6.95 
1 How To Be An Effective Church Leader-Stone ...•...••. $3.95 
2 Sweet Commentary On II Corinthians ...............•. $12.95 

10 Happiness Explained-Rigdon ••........................ $5.95 
2 Kathy Miller ...........•............................... $7.95 
6 Discovering Yourself ................................... $4.95 

11 Why Has All This Happened To Us-Hamilton ........... $6.95 
4 A Book By Book Study Of NT -Shelly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00 
2 A Book By Book Study Of OT -Shelly . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . $10.00 
1 The Beatitudes-Shelly .........•.•...............•..•. $7.50 
1 Williard Collins-Hooper ...•.•....•........•........... $7.95 
1 The Perfect Church-Shelly .......•.•.................. $6.50 
1 Angels-Hodge .....................•......•........... $4.50 
2 Is The Holy Spirit For Me?-Fioyd .....•.....•.......... $6.95 
1 Young People & Their Lord-Shelly ..................... $5.95 
1 The Art Of Being Married-Shelly ..............•........ $6.50 
1 The Christian Home-Wilmeth .......................... $3.95 
2 Tiny Tots Bible Reader-Mclnteer ..•................... $4.25 
1 The Gospel According To Matthew 

G. Campbell Morgan ...............•................. $7.95 
1 Alive (Daily Devotions) ................................. $5.00 
7 Highers-Biakely Debate . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00 
2 Studies In Biblical Eschatology (Vol. 1)-Varner .......... $5.00 
2 The Analytical Greek Lexicon Revised-Moulton . . . . . . . $21.95 
1 Windows On The Parables-Wurstil ..................... $1.00 
1 Sacred Selections (large print) .......................... $5.00 
4 Gospel Preachers Of Yesterday-Loyd Smith .......... $19.95 
1 The Complete Book Of Bible Trivia-Lang ........... ; ... $9.95 
5 The Work Of The Holy Spirit-Winters ...........•...... $5.95 
4 The Holy Spirit-His Indwelling & Work-Winters ........ $1.95 
2 The Bible & Strong Drink-Winters ................•...• $2.95 
2 Christian Stewardship-Tucker .....•................... $1.50 
2 Studies In Galatians & Philippians-Taylor 

damaged cover) ..................•..............•... $3.95 
4 Remembering God In Youth-Taylor .................... $3.00 
3 How Young People Get Hurt-Taylor ••...............•. $2.50 
1 Walter Martin's Cults Reference Bible ................. $34.95 
1 All The Trades & Occupations Of The Bible 

Lockyer .••.••.•................................... $13.95. 
1 All The Prayers Of The Sible-Lockyer ................ $14.95 
1 All The Parables Of The Sible-Lockyer ............... $15.95 
1 All The Miracles Of The Sible-Lockyer ............... $14.95 
2 All The Books & Chapters Of The Sible-Lockyer . . . . . . $12.00 
1 All About Bible Study-Lockyer ........................ $9.95 
1 All The Divine Names & Titles In The Bible 

Lockyer ................•........•................. $15.95 
1 All The Holy Days & Holidays Of The Bible 

Lockyer ................••...........••............ $14.95 
4 New Testament Greek Primer-Marshall ................ $5.95 
1 All The Apostles Of The Bible ........................ $12.95 
2 NIV Pictorial Bible ••.•...•••......................... $24.95 
3 Zondervan Pictorial Bible Atlas ....................... $19.95 
1 The Layman's Parallel NT .......•••.•...•..•••..•••.. $17.95 
1 All The Kings & Queens Of The Sible-Lockyer ........ $13.95 
1 All The Doctrines Of The Sible-Lockyer .............. $14.95 
1 All The Children Of The Sible-Lockyer ............... $14.95 
2 The Analytical Hebrew & Chaldee Lexicon . . . . . . . . . . . . $24.95 
2 Faussets Bible Dictionary ............................ $19.95 
3 Faussets Bible Encyclopedia & Dictionary . . . . . . . • . . . . . $17.95 
1 Dictionary Of Biblical Archaeology ................... $21.95 
1 A Greek-English Lexicon Of The NT-Thayer .......... $15.95 
1 The Analytical Greek Lexicon Revised (78) ............ $25.95 
1 The Roots Of Evil ....................................... $4.95 
1 Student Map Manuel ................................. $34.95 
1 The OT Books Of Poetry From 26 Translations ........ $10.95 
1 The Foundation Of Biblical Authority-Boice ............ $3.95 
2 Crudens Compact Concordance ..•..................... $9.95 
1 The New Compact Topical Bible .......•.............. $10.95 
2 Halley's Bible Handbook ............................. $10.95 
3 A Layman's Guide To Interpreting The Bible 

Henrichsen ........•.........•..................•.... $5.95 
2 Who Moved The Stone-Morrison ...............•...... $7.95 
2 Who Moved The Stone (small print)-Morrison .•........ $4.95 
1 A Bible Dictionary For Young Readers .........•.•...... $7.95 
4 The Eldership-Herbert Winkler ..............•......... $9.00 

4 Origin & Use Of The Cross-Terry Varner ............... $1.00 
3 Baby Talk (Cradle roii)-Shirley Riggins ........•....... $2.50 
1 The Seven Churches Of Asia Minor-J.T. Marlin .•....... $5.95 
1 Beyond Crossroads-James Woodroof ........•.••...... $4.95 
1 Old Enough To Know-Ridenour ....................... $5.99 
1 One Hundred Years Of OT Interpretation-Clements ..... $5.00 
1 You Can Be A Great Parent-Shedel .................... $3.95 
1 Divorce & Remarriage-Jack Evans ..................... $4.00 
1 Barclay Bible Series On Hebrews (cloth) ................ $9.95 
1 Barclay Bible Series On Hebrews (paper) ................ $5.95 
1 Barclay Bible Series On Revelation (paper) .............. $5.95 
1 Barclay Bible Series On Revelation (cloth ............... $9.95 
1 Barclay Bible Series On John & Jude (paper) ............ $5.95 

FOY E. WALLACE JR. PUBLICATIONS: 
2 The Gospel For Today ............................•.. $21.50 
1 Bulwarks Of The Faith • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . $21.50 
1 God's Prophetic Word . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $21.50 
2 The Christian & The Government ..................... $18.50 
1 The Book Of Revelation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.50 
2 The Sermon On The Mount & The Civil State .......... $14.50 
1 The Instrumental Music Question .•••.....•.•.•...•.•. $21.50 
1 An Evaluation Of The NIV .............................. $8.00 
1 Plain Truth About The RSV .•..........•....••........•. $6.50 
1 The Story Of The Fort Worth Norris-Wallace 

Debate ............................................ $18.50 
OTHER PUBLISHERS: 
12 Reflections-Whiteside ................................. $6.00 

1 Doctrinal Discourses-Whiteside ....................... $6.00 
2 The Kingdom Of Promise & Prophecy ...............•... $6.00 
8 Bible Studies (Vol. I)-Whiteside ........................ $5.00 
4 Bible Studies (Vol. 11)-Whiteside •...................... $5.00 
3 Whiteside-Clark Discussion ......•..................... $3.00 
1 G.K. Lectures On Denominational Dogmas ............•• $6.00 

18 Autobiography & Retirement Sermons G.K. Wallace .... $6.00 
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLICATIONS: 

Church Administration: A Handbook For Church 
Leaders (Adams) ..•......•........•....••...••...... $3.25 

Church Planting, Watering And Increasing In Kenya .•... $2.95 
Church-Sponsored Missions (Elkins) ..................•• $3.00 
I Am Born Again ..........................•............ $2.95 
Lectures On Catholicism (Timmerman) ................. $3.95 
Little Lower Than The Angels (Buchanan) ............... $4.25 
Lord's Own Church (Childress) .••.......•.............. $2.25 
My Hand In His (Malphurs) .............•.•............. $5.00 
My Triumphant Life (Childress) ......................... $2.25 
My Wonderful Salvation (Childress) ..................... $1.75 
Nature Of Things To Come (Savers) .................... $7.50 
Outline Of Bible History And Major Christian 

Movements, An (Wilson) ............................. $4.95 
Prophets Of Deceit (Davidson) .......................... $5.25 
Rightly Dividing (Etheridge) ............................ $6.00 
Supernatural Power And The Occult (Walker) ........... $5.95 
That They May All Be One (Linn) ....................... $4.50 
Unto Us A Child Is Born .............................•.. $2.95 
Way To Get What You Want, The (Davis) ..•............. $3.50 
What The Bible Teaches (Thomas) Vol. II ................ $5.95 

BIBLE CLASS STUDIES: 
Paul's Later Life And Letters (Dunn) ...........•........ $1.00 
Studies In Romans (Bell) ..........•..............••.... $4.25 
According To Luke (Cox) .............................. $2.75 
From Heaven Or From Men (McCord) ........••......... $2.75 
Functioning Leadership In The Church (Moore) ......... $2.75 
Studies In Galatians (Bell) .............................. $2.75 

SERMONS AND OUTLINES: 
Sermon Outlines (Schultz) .....................•....... $3.95 
Unity In Christ (Mullens) ............................... $3.00 
101 Sermon Outlines ................................... $5.00 

TEACHING HELPS: 
The Church And Her Ideal Educational Situation 

(Sewell & Speck) (hb) ................................ $2.50 
paper ............................................... $1.50 

The Church And Her Young People (Sewell & Speck) .... $1.50 
WORKBOOKS: 

Around The World With Jesus (Cross) ................... $.60 
Let's Do Something (Malphurs) .......................... $.60 

TRACTS AND BOOKLETS: 
Sincerely Seeking The Way To Heaven (Franklin) ........ $1.00 
New Denominationalism (Wharton) ...................... $.50 
1985 Bound Volume (Firm Foundation) ................ $21.95 
1986 Bound Volume (Firm Foundation) ................ $21.95 

1. All orders-CASH ONLY! You may use your VISA or MASTER 
CARD. Call904-456-0222 for assistance. 

2. Add 10% of the total order ($1.50 minimum) for postage and 
handling. 

3. Offer good while supplies last-first come, first served. 
4. All sales final! No returns or exchanges accepted. 
5. Florida residents must add 6% sales tax on all books. 
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DIRECTORY 
• • • • • 

TRAVELING? 
VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS 52.00 PER 
LINE. YEARLY RATES ARE: 5125.00 FOR 3 
LINES: 5175.00 FOR 4 LINES: 5225.00 FOR 5 
LINES: 5275.00 FOR 6 LINES: 5325.00 FOR 7 
LINES: 5375.00 FOR 8 LINES. SEND ALL 

CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
FIRM F O U N DATIO N A D D EPARTMENT. 

PENSACOL A. FL 32522. SEND NO MON E Y. 
WE W ILL BE HAPPY TO BI LL YOU. 

ALASKA 
FAIRBANKS. serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue. 
99701 . Phone (907) 456-492 t 

CALIFORNIA 
ANAHEIM. 1590W. Ball Road. 92802 (one mile fr om 
Disneyland). (714) 535·6170. Send particulars of 
loved ones in this area. we will contact them. 

PASADENA. 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107. (818) 
791-2499 Sun. 9:30. 10:45 a.m .. 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m .. 210 Fwy N. on Altadena Dr. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST. SAN BERNADINO. 
CA. 3630 N. ''E'' St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 P.M. Call 883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow. Minister . 883-5232. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS. 72309 Larrea Ave .• 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10:00. 11 :00 a.m .. 6:00 p.m .. Wed. 7:00 
p.m. Robert A. Stephenson. preacher. 

COLORADO 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church o f Christ 
4690 S. Logan. (303) 789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

CONNECTICUT 
GROTON-Church of Christ meeting at 291 
Osprey Dr. Sun. 9:00A.M .. S·OO P.M. Wed 6:30P.M. 
Ph. 446-0676. 

FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER- Central Church of Christ. 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (8 1 3) 446-4808. Services: Sun. 
10:00& ll :OOA.M .. 6:30 P..M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Billy A. 
Davidson. minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39th Ave. Church o f Christ, 1811 
N .W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75. use highway 222 
ex11. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. (904) 376-
4343 or 373-7277. W. D. Jeffcoat. evangelist. 
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JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd: (904) 771-5075 or 
771·2646: Sun. I O:OOA.M .. 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. 
Wallace Maxwell. preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 SOUTH FLORIDA AVE. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M. & 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. e 

Robert McAnally, minister 682-4702. 665·8060 
Home of Florida School of Preaching 

ORLANDO. PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun. 9:00& I O:OOA.M. and 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 W. Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail. next 
to Hol iday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M .. 6:00 
P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell. minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10 & 11 A.M .. 
6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob 
Winton. evangelist. 

SEBRING-904 Fai rmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:00, Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 P.M. Jack H. McGhee. 
evangelist. 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA - Avondale Church of Christ , 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur. 30032 (404) 299·1475. B.S. 
9 A.M .. Wor. 9:50 A.M. & 6 P.M. (1. 1 mile inside 
1-285.) 

BYAON-3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy. 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy. 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. B.S. 9 A.M. Wor. 10 A.M.: 6 P.M . Tues. 7 
P.M. Call (912) 956-3719-956-2099. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
STOCKBRIDGE-The church meets at 10:00 A.M. 
Call anytime you are in the area. Will contact 
relatives or friends. (413) 232-7114. 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH-Duluth Church of Christ. 2344 Nanti
coke St .. 55811. Sun. 10:00 & 11 :00 A.M. & 6 P.M. 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Phone (218) 722-1984 or 722-1871 . 
Paul Curless and David Dalton. evangelists. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-Church of Christ. College & 7th Sts. 
65616. Sun. 9:30 & 10:20A.M. & 6:30P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Phones (417) 334-3866 & (4 1,7) 334-3757. A. J. 
Hendrix. minister. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN. near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB. 922 S. Central. 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence. 
min ister. 878-1162. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 4400 Knight Arnold Road, Memphis, TN 
38118. Sunday 9:30 and 10:30 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Call 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker. 
minister , 363-1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 North of Greenbrier. Tennessee • 
Between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 • 25 miles north of 
Nashville • Sunday B ib le Study 9:30A.M .. Worship 
10:30 A.M . • and 6:00P.M. Wednesday Bible Study 
7:30P.M. • Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974. 643-0589, or 654-2091 for Information. 

Home of the Robertson County L ectureship 
Labor Day Weekend each year. 

TEXAS 
DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
312 Pearl St., Denton. TX 76201 . (817) 387-3531 
Sun. 9:00. 10:00 A.M .. 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. 

SEAGOVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
510 North Kaufman Street • (Exit Kaufman Street 
off U.S. 175, 6 miles south o f 1-635, on the southeast 
side o f Dallas) • Sunday Bible Study 9:00 A.M .. 
Worsh ip 10:00 A.M. and 6:00P.M. Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:30 P.M. Phone (214) 287-2036. 

FOREIGN 
EUROPE 

The church meets in Banbury, England. U. S. 
military bases and Stratford-Upon-Avon nearby. 
P. 0 . Box 122. Banbury, Oxon .. England. Call (295) 
720990 or (869) 232490. 

(PAUL) & ASSOCFATES 

• Providing quali ty construction of church buildings • 27 years experience in church design 
• In-hou se arch itectu ral & engineering services • Various architectural services available 
• $40/sf average incl. pews, carpel, sound & lighting • Total management from start to finish 
· Introducing our new Will iamsburg design • lntetior design services provided 

CALL FOR VIDEO INTRODUCTION AN D MORE INFORMATION 

581-8322 3600 Old Bullard TX 75701 847-0082 



CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER LINE. THIS SECTION IS DESIGNED 
ESPECIALLY TO ACCOMMODATE PREACHERS SEEKING WORK OR CONGREGATIONS 

SEEKING PREACHERS. OTHER CHURCH RELATED MATTER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING 

WITH THE PUBLISHER'S STANDARDS. SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: FIRM 
FOUNDATION, AD DEPARTMENT, P.O. BOX 2 1 0876, BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Wanted-Mature preacher to work with the East 
Providence Church of Christ. East Providence. AI. 
Write tor details. 22 Wampanoag Tr .. E. Providence. 
AI 02915. 

Minister needed tor church of Christ. Benson, AZ. 
Small congregation. Applicant must have some of 
own support. $150.00 per week plus housing and 
utilities. Contact: Bennie Metheny (602) 586-3842 or 
write: Church of Christ. P.O. Box 845. Benson. AZ 
85602. 

The Round Knob church of Christ. located in 
Austinville. Virginia. is seeking a sound gospel 
preacher. We offer $300.00 a week along with house. 
utilities. and halt the preacher's social security. If an 
individual needs to raise extra support, we will try to 
help him in any way.lf interested, contact Billy Myers 
(703) 728-2450 or Troy Marshall (703) 728-3538. 

Congregation interested in spiritual and numerical 
growth desires to add a full time staff member to work 
in the areas of Personal Evangelism and involvement. 
Individual would be responsible for leading a vigorous 
Home Bible Study Program. Must be capable of 
motivating the membership to remain actively involved 
in programs of work and service. Must be '"people 
oriented.·· self motivated. enthusiastic. and an effective 
Personal Worker. Not a pulpit position. Contact 
Elders. Memorial Parkway Church of Christ. 3703 
Memorial Parkway. Huntsville. AL 35810. Phone (205) 
852-3801. 

Small town in Arizona needs preacher. Partial 
support. Hard field. no elders at present. Payson 
Church of Christ. P.O. Box 129, Payson. AZ 85547. 
Phone (602) 474-4840. 

Ganado Church of Christ needs a preacher for 16 
member congregation. Drawer 1. Ganado. TX 77962. 

Experienced full time preacher tor congregation of 
approximately 275 members. East Peoria Church of 
Christ. 520 Arnold Road. East Peoria, IL 61611. 

Full time preacher wanted tor a small congregation of 
approximately 50 members. 3 bedroom house and 
utilities furnished. Salary negotiable and needs to be 
partially supported. Contact Bert Tucker (314) 283-
5784 or PaulK. Head (314) 283-5491 or send resume 
to Church of Christ. P.O. Box 40. Essex. MO 63846. 

Wanted: Full time preacher tor the church of Christ in 
Lathrop. CA. 50 miles south of Sacramento. Small 
congregation. with eldership. and about 50 members. 
Send resume to Irvine Willson, 2416 East Lathrop 
Road. Lathrop. CA 95330. Phone (209) 858-2234. 

MINISTER WI\NTED: Experienced. willing to recruit 
and work with young people. Nice home furnished. 
Paris Church of Christ. Paris. Arkansas. Contact 
Deward Kelton (5011 963-2770. 

Lockett Church of Christ. a small rural congregation. 
needs preacher. Someone on retirement will be 
better. Brick hous~. 3 bedroom. central heat and air 
furnished. Contact Bill Smith, (817) 552-7165 or At. 3. 
Vernon. TX 76384. Or our present preacher, Dick 
Briggs. 552-2000. ! 

Preacher Wanted: Mature, full-time preacher sound 
in the faith and word. Send resume to Oildale Church 
of Christ. 2912 N. Chester Ave., Bakersfield. CA 93308. 
Or call Larry Mixon at (805) 327-2054 or (805) 
399-5995. 

Opening for a doctrinally sound, mature in the faith 
gospel preacher. This is a full-time position with the 
South Seminole church of Christ. 5410 Lake Howell 
Rd., Winter Park, FL 32792. Must have a deep love for 
the Lord and His church and be capable of boldly 
preaching God's Word with love. Be a people 
person-not cliquish. self motivated and enthusiastic. 
It this describes your abilities. please submit a 
resume' and tape to: Preacher Search Committee at 
the address shown above. 

Congregation of 25 in a community of about 2.000 
people in the scenic Ouchita mountains of west 
central Arkansas is in need of a full time preacher with 
retirement or other supplemental income. Housing 
and utilities or a small salary can be provided. This 
congregation wants to grow and is willing to work. 
Contact: Robin Singleton (501) 326-4668 or write: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 469, Mt. Ida. AR 71957. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

Faithful Gospel Preacher of 17 yrs. is seeking a 
congregation to work with. I am a Brown Trail School 
of Preaching graduate 1973. No hobbies or Ism's of 
any kind. References upon request. Call: Tom Lucas 
(817) 294-0023. Write: 4307 Alta Mesa Blvd. Fort 
Worth. TX 76133. 

FOR SALE 
20 each, 18 foot light oak padded pews. Matching 
rostrum. communion table. 2 deacon's benches and 2 
flower stands. $3500.00. Contact: Highland Church of 
Christ. Poplar Bluff. MO 63901. Phone (314) 785-2679. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS. other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders. 159 Gibson Dr .. Henderson. TN 38340. 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. Lyle. Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands of 
scripture references. each summarized and organized 
under hundreds of logically-arranged subject areas. 
Includes over 2.000 interesting. important discussion
stimulating questions. This extremely clear and easy 
guide to the Bible is a must for every Christian's 
library. It is ideal tor Bible classes for all ages. and for 
cottage evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity 
and power of New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending $10.50 to Theo-Med Publishers. Box 1483. 
Colton. CA 92324. 

IS IT LAWFUL? A Comprehensive Study Of Divorce: 
440 pp., 30 writers. $11.95 prepaid. Order from Gary 
Fisher. 2120 Crystal Lane. LaGrange. KY 40031. 

Tracts: UNITY IN DIVERSITY AND EVANGELISTIC 
AUTHORITY. Victor M. Eskew. 1485 Catalina, 
Memphis, TN 38111. $1.50 for both. 

4 bedroom, 3 full bath. LA & Den. 23,000 sq foot home 
located at Christian youth camp at Bandera, Texas, 
$55,000. Call (512) 796-8362 after 6 p.m. 

SANCTUARY FURNITURE FOR SALE-Solid oak. 
light finish. Lectern. two chairs. communion table. 
two flower stands: matching pews. seats upholstered 
in dark green fabric. to accommodate approximately 
550 people (36 units are 14 ft. long. remainder 
custom-built to fit fan-shape in two wings). Will sell 
as a whole. or in parts. Must be seen to be 
appreciated. Price negotiable. you pick up. 
Montgomery. Alabama. Available about April 1st. 
1991. For details. call Charles Cline (205) 272-2022. 

Need a tax break? We want to sell several nice rental 
units. Willing to manage for new owner for a year or 
so. Recover your income tax money through this 
good investment. (314) 364-7638. Please leave 
message. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE '"BASIC BIBLE'" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more in 
your congregation. Elders or Church leaders write for 
free information to: Dan Lyle. 5916 Vandegrift Ave .• 
Rockville, MD 20851. 

WANTED-HOUSE PARENTS 

Manuelito Navajo Children's Home. Gallup, New 
Mexico is now accepting applications from couples 
who are interested in serving the Lord Jesus Christ as 
houseparents. We offer salary, health insurance and 
other benefits. It interested please call Hal Rogers, 
(505) 863-5530 or 863-3741 evenings or write Hal 
Rogers. Administrator, P.O. Box B. Gallup, New 
Mexico 87305. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale-an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Drive, Decatur, GA 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

INTELLIGENCE JOBS. 
CIA. US Customs, DEA. etc:-. 

Now Hiring. Call (1)805 687-6000 Ext. K-4346. 

ATTENTION: EARN MONEY READING BOOKS! 
$32.000/year income potential. Details. (1) 602-838-
8885. Ext. BK10970. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. 1, or 1000. Restora
tion Library. New location 2 miles North of OCC. 324 
S. Bryant, Edmond, OK 73034. (405) 348-6800. 

ATTENTION: POSTAL JOBS! Start $11.41/hour! For 
application info call (1) 602-838-8885. Ext. M-10970. 
6am-10pm, 7 days. 

ATTENTION: EARN MONEY WATCHING TV! $32,000/ 
year income potential. Details. (1) 602-838-8885, Ext. 
TV-10970. 

Need money! Very reliable Christian couple wants to 
consolidate loans. Willing to pay reasonable interest 
rate on the money. Will furnish excellent references. 
(314) 364-7638. Please leave message. 

MANUSCRIPTS WANTED: Send descriptions, size. 
and SASE to Northern Lights Publishing Co .• 2899 S. 
Rochester Rd., Suite 123. Rochester Hills, Ml 48307. 
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SPIRITUALITY-WHAT l~vAl');lRcH OF CHRist 

by Wayne Price 
2707 SO. LAMAR ST. 
DENVER. COLORADO 80221 

The word spirituality is often used to describe 
worked-up-emotion, which is a horrid caricature of 
the sober and sacred idea. The New Testament uses 
the adjective pnumatikos (translated spiritual) twenty
six times. What is spirituality? 

Paul's Spiritual Man 

Paul contrasts the natural man and the spiritual 
man, and describes the natura l man as one who 
"receives not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is 
spiritualjudgeth all things"(! Cor. 2:14-15). Martin 
Luther pictured man in his natural state "like a pillar 
of salt, like Lot's wife, yea, like a log and a stone, like 
a lifeless statue which uses neither eyes nor mouth , 
neither sense nor heart, incapable of understanding 
the things of God until he is enlightened, converted , 
and regenerated by the Holy Ghost." 

According to Luther, the natural man cannot under
stand the Bible. He needs special illumination from 
the Spirit to discover the message of the Scriptures. 
The spiritual man, according to this view, is, at first, 
like a lifeless statue incapable of understanding the 
scriptures, but after being regenerated by a direct 
operation of the Holy Spirit, he is illuminated and 
converted. The teaching of Luther does not agree with 
the teaching of the New Testament, but is popular 
with many well-meaning, deceived people. 

Paul contrasts the gospel he preached with false 
doctrines of false teachers. In first Corinthians 
chapter one, the apostle helps us to understand the 
term spiritual. The words ·~foo lish" and "foolishness" 
are used seven times and "wise" and "wisdom" twelve 
times to contrast God's wisdom with man's wisdom 
(foolishness). " Hath not God made foolish the wisdom 
of this world" (I Cor. 1:20). Paul is discussing God 
given teaching versus human philosophy. 

Paul affirms that his preaching was "not with 

enticing words of man's wisdom"(! Cor. 2:4). In the 
first two chapters of I Corinthians, Paul develops the 
theme that Christianity is a revealed religion, a nd that 
man, without revelation, cannot know the blessings of 
redemption. God reveals redemption, and also its 
interpretation and explanation (see I Pet. 1:10-12). 
Paul proclaims, "God hath revealed them unto us by 
his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all thing, yea , the 
deep things of God" (I Cor. 2: I 0). The plura l pronouns 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial . .. 

WHAT'S WRONG?-Part II 
by H . A. (Buster) Dobbs 

We are seriously and urgently told that the church must adopt a 
new way of understanding the Bible or perish. The old way of simply 
reading, studying, and obeying is out-of-date, and will not work in 
this new age of openness and know nothingness. The dictum is be 
tolerant of everything, except intolerance. 

This new idea that every man is to be a law unto himself, and 
guided by his own inner light, is, of course, not new. 

What profit has a man from all his labor 
in which he toils under the sun? 

One generation passes away, and another generation comes; 
but the earth abides forever. 

The sun also rises, and the sun goes down, 
and hastens to the place where it arose. 

The wind goes toward the south, 
and turns around to the north; 

the wind whirls about continually, 
and comes again on its circuit. 

All the rivers run into the sea, . 
yet the sea is not full; 

to the place from which the rivers come, 
there they return again. 

All things are fu ll of labor; 
man cannot express it. 

The eye is not satisfied with seeing, 
nor the ear f illed with hearing. 

That which has been is what will be, 
that which is done is what will be done, 

and there is nothing new under the sun. 
Is there anything of which it may be said, 

"See, this is new"? 
It has already been in ancient times before us. 

(Eccles. 1:3-10). 

Nearly 5,000 years ago God saw "that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually." God's only choice was to destroy 
man, because man had corrupted his way upon the earth. The total 
depravity of God's creature was the direct result of following "every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart." 

"0 Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not 
in man that walketh to direct his steps." "The way of a fool is right in 
his own eyes; But he that is wise hearkeneth unto counsel." "There 
is a way which seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof are the 
ways of death." 

These ancient lessons are easily forgotten. The champions of a 
new hermeneutic tell us that we must listen to an inner voice, and let 
personal experience guide us. They appear to be saying to us, "Go, 
Thou, and walk according to your own light." 

Subjectivism is the password of the new method of Bible study-it 
is also the benchmark of nee -orthodoxy, or the new theology. 



Subjectivism, simply put, is the notion that knowledge 
comes from within the individual, and not outside 
oneself. Subjectivism holds that personal feelings are 
the sole source of moral values. It goes hand-in-hand 
with the idea, If it feels good, do it. 

It is not communication but communion. Rudolf 
(Karl) Bultmann, a German theologian, who lived 
1884-1976, wrote: 

"God the mysterious and hidden must at the 
same time be the God who is revealed. Not, of 
course, in a revelation that one can know, that 
could be grasped in words and propositions, 
that would be limited to formula and book, and 
to space and time; but rather in a revelation that 
continually opens up new heights and depths 
and thus leads through darkness, from clarity to 
clarity" (Existence and Faith, p. 30). 

Devout disciples of Bultmann, of which we have 
several in the church, look for extra-Biblical guidance. 
They may advocate the idea that it is possible to 
achieve communion with God through contemplation 
and love, and without the medium of human reason. 
They often assert that knowledge of spiritual truths 
comes through intuition, and by fixed meditation, 
apart from revelation. They, like Bultmann, may call 
it "personal address." 

It boils down to the old Calvinistic error of "follow 
your feelings in religion." If your feelings tell you one 
thing, and the Bible tells you a different thing, then 
follow feelings, and not scripture. Scholars do not put 
it in just those words, but it comes out the same on 
the bottom line. 

Brother Tom Olbricht talked about the importance 
of beginning with God, in the Olbricht/ Allen versus 
Edwards/Norton discussion at Freed-Hardeman 
University this past Spring. In a· paper presented at 
the Christian Scholars Conference, July 1989, 
Pepperdine University, Olbricht wrote: 

"The old hermeneutic may help us discover 
what Christ did, or what we should do in the 
concrete. But why not begin with the actions of 
God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit ..... The action 
of God through Christ and the Holy Spirit is the 
~enter of Scriptures. Hermeneutics provides 
guidelines for translating these actions into the 
very specifics of our existence. A Biblical 
hermeneutic therefore starts from God, Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, and ends up by setting forth 
guidelines by which scripture provides human
kind with the manner of acting within specific 
contexts so as to be Godlike" (Hermeneutics: 
The Beginning Point, page 12). 

The new hermeneutic, as brother Olbricht presents 
it, begins with deity and ends with a written record. 
We must experience God, and then the Bible will 
confirm whatever is right about our encounter with 

the Holy One. Which comes back to the idea that our 
truth arises from within us, and the Bible, as an 
objective standard, is to be followed only to the 
extent it confirms what we feel to be right in the first 
place. The Bible therefore is subservient to human 
feelings and experience, and not the other way 
around. 

Darryl Tippens, Abilene Christian University, in a 
paper delivered at the 1987 Christian Scholars 
Confrence, Pepperdine University, said: 

"In addition to the ethical challenge, there is 
another response to deconstruction-the re
sponse of faith. We begin, like Augustine, with 
faith in the possibility of knowing something that 
cannot be 'known.' For us, faith is a higher 
espitemology or kind of 'knowing' than cognition 
(Eph. 3: 19). Through spiritual illumination, we 
can transcend the hermeneutic circle (Eph. 
1:18). While we cannot concur with modem 
interpreters about the difficulty of achieving 
'presence', and though we concede with St. Paul 
that knowledge is mediated 'through a glass 
darkly' (an almost Derridean metaphor)-still 
we can 'by faith' testify that we have encountered 
and have experienced the Divine, the 'transcen
dental signified.' Such mystical contact with the 
transcendent (Presence) will be ruled out of 
court by the deconstructionist, in the same way 
the scientist must disallow the spiritual in his 
empirical studies. However, Christians believe 
in the True One and in His power to reveal 
himself to us. We trust in a wisdom of God 
which surpasses the wisdom of this passing age 
(1 Cor. 1:20)" (The Ethics of Interpretation, 
page 10). 

Brother Tippens' statement puts brother Olbricht's 
testimony in context. Faith is not cognition, because 
cognition is perception, memory, and judgment; it is 
hearing and believing. Brother Tippens disallows that 
favoring instead "mystical contact with the transcen
dent (Presence)." 

Brethren Olbricht and Tippens, together with a few 
other Scholars, are looking for some kind of inner 
glow, separate and apart from Holy Writ, that will 
enlighten and empower them. They seem to have 
forgotten that the Bible is all sufficient -and alone 
sufficient -to make the man of God perfect in the 
sight of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The word of God's 
grace, "is able to build you up, and to give you the 
inheritance among all them that are sanctified" (Acts 
20:32). Oriental mysticism is worthless. "Which things 
have indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship, and 
humility, and severity to the body; but are not of any 
value against the indulgence of the flesh" (Col. 2:23). 
The Bible alone makes us complete before God. 

The result of the wrongheaded and fuzzy thinking 
by Olbricht, Tippens, and company, is to put revela-
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tion on the back burner. The big deal, in their view, is 
to have a face-to-face meeting with God. Old line 
Calvinists call this "an experience of grace," and wind 
up preferring it to plain Bible statements. There is 
something in man that loves the mystical-the secret
the surreptitious. And that love of mystery can trap 
us into rejecting divine commands, rules, and laws, 
and approving something that is better felt than told. 

All the current condemnation, by our dear 
brothers, of patternism, blueprints, and constitu
tionalism mirrors nee-orthodoxy in the church. When 
we are told the church of the New Testament cannot 
be exactly reproduced in our age-that we can only 
approximate it-we are being told that truth is 
subjective, and therefore relative. When the leading 
lights of academe among us tell us we canhot fully 
restore the church of the first century, they a~e telling 
us that, in their judgment, there is no absolute divine 
standard. If the Bible is not a recipe-a procedure for 
doing something-then what is it? If it is a · positive 
standard for worship and conduct, it can be exactly 
reproduced! 

When Paul told Timothy, "be thou an ensample to 
them that believe, in word, in manner of life .. . " 
(1 Tim. 4:12), he was telling the young preacher to 
give a pattern for others to follow in both teaching 
and conduct. The word translated "ensample" is 
from the Greek word "tupos," meaning "model, 
form, manner, pattern," and from which we get our 
English word type. 

Paulliterally.told Timothy that his teaching was to 
be a blueprint-a pattern-to be faithfully copied and 
imitated. The same word is in Romans 6:17, and 
rendered a "form" of teaching the redeemed must 
obey, else they are slaves of sin, and lost. It is a 
dissuasive pattern, or warning in 1 Corinthians 10:6. 
It is also used of the pattern God showed Moses in 
the mountain (Acts 7:44; Heb. 8:5). 

God has given us an objective standard for teaching 
and conduct in his revealed will. He commands us to 
follow it. It is therefore possible for us to do so. When 
we "hold the pattern of sound words," which God 
gave to us through inspired men, we are doing as 
God directs (2 Tim. 1:13), and we will feel good. If we 
do not conform absolutely to the "pattern of sound 
words," no matter how good we feel, we are without 
God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, hope, or salvation. We 
may imagine all kinds of encounters with deity, but 
we are kidding ourselves, and denying our God
shades of Oral Roberts!. 

"And to you that are afflicted rest with us, at the 
revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with 
the angels of his power in flaming fire, rendering 
vengeance to them that know not God, and to 
them that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal 
destruction from the face of the Lord and from 
the glory of his might" (2 Thess. 1:7-9). 
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Before God, dearly beloved brethren, we better 
learn to submit to the "law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus" or we will rue the day. How pitiful it is to see 
men who claim to be guides and leaders of the church 
encouraging disregard for sacred statutes. They 
advocate the foolish wisdom of this world, and 
deprecate divine ordinances. We need to beg all men 
everywhere to be "casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that is exalted against the knowledge 
of God, and bringing every thought into captivity to 
the obedience of Christ." 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

SPIRITUALITY- WHAT IS IT? 
(Continued from Page 1) 

of verses 10-13 do not refer to Christians of all ages 
(the very thing that Luther misunderstood), but to the 
apostles and other inspired teachers of the first cen
tury who were involved in revealing "the faith which 
was once for all delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3). 

Paul's "natural" man is the uninspired man, and his 
"spiritual" man is the inspired man. Paul uses the 
word "spiritua l" in 1 Cor. 14:37 with the same 
meaning: the spiritual man was guided by the Holy 
Spirit, and miraculously empowered. 

Paul contrasts inspired revelation with false teach
ing. To make the passage mean a sinner who cannot 
understand the Bible until the Holy Spirit interprets it 
for him is a terrible perversion. If the sinner cannot 
understand the gospel until he receives supernatural 
illumination, and if illumination never comes , God is 
at fault. 

The Spiritual Man Today 

In I Corinthians 3: I , Paul uses the word spiritual 
with a different emphasis. Paul accuses the brethren 
in Corinth of being carnal , and therefore of not being 
spiritual. The carnal man , oblivious to the gospel, is 
sinful. The spiritual person, influenced by the gospel , 
is godly. This is the way the term spiritual ought to be 
understood by mankind in today's religious world . 
Inspiration has ceased , and there is no progressive 
revelation of saving truth today. Paul's usage of 
spiritual in I Corinthians 2 applied only to the first 
century in the age of miraculous manifestations of the 
Spirit. 

The word spiritual may mean, in the New Testa
ment , things that have their origin with God , and are 
in harmony with his character. Passages such as 
Romans 7: 14; I Corinthians 9: II and 10:3; and 
Ephesians 1:3 are examples of this usage. 

The Apostle Paul writes the brethren in Galatia 
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that "if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; 
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted" (Gal. 
6: I). There are two classes in this verse. One is 
spiritual, and the other is not. Spirituality was some
thing that was recognizable, else no one would know 
who was to restore who! 

The spiritual person today is the one who walks by 
the Spirit, and does "not fulfil the lust of the flesh" 
(Gal. 5: 16). The fruit of the Spirit will be seen in the 
life (Gal. 5:22-25). Vine's Expository Dictionary 
points out that in I Corinthians 3:1-3, "Paul contrasts 
the spiritual state of a mature Christian with that of 
the babe in Christ, i.e., of the man who because of 

immaturity and inexperience has not yet reached 
spirituality, and that of the man who by permitting 
jealousy, and the strife to which jealousy always leads, 
has lost it. The spiritual state is reached by diligence 
in the Word of God and in prayer; it is maintained by 
obedience and self-judgment." 

"But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both 
now and for ever. Amen" (2 Pet. 3: 18). 

211 N. 5th 
Marlow, OK 73055 

~ 

THE POWER IS STILL THERE 
by Charles Buchanan 

The good news of God's love is the power of God to 
save, as affirmed in Romans I: 16. The gospel power is 
saving multitudes in India. Truth is replacing error. 
Lives are being changed. Hope is replacing despair for 
thousands who learn about Jesus and the truth of the 
gospel. The Power is still there. 

The church of Christ in Gold Beach, Oregon has 
just enjoyed an annual visit and a report by Jess Willis 
"of all God has done through him.'' Jess Willis, 
evangelist, spends almost three months each year in 
India teaching those truths of Jesus and God's love. 
He also helps to train Indian teachers and works to 
strengthen the hundreds of churches established in the 
states of India. The elders of the Gold Beach church 
oversee the work of Jess Willis, including his evan
gelism work in India and his preaching and fund 
raising for the India Fund in this country. 

This evangelistic team includes four American 
evangelists, and hundreds of Indian teachers and 
preachers. The team is supported by Christians from 
the United States and India. 

Since March of 1986, God has worked through this 
team to teach and baptize over 70,000 persons and to 
establish over 2,500 congregations in nine states of 
India. Over 750 denominational preachers accepted 
the truth and. being baptized, are now preaching the 
gospel instead of denominational error. 

There are other evangelistic efforts in India con
ducted by other congregations of the church. Lost 
souls need to hear the saving gospel. We praise God 
for all the teaching done in every righteous under
taking in all the world. "To God be the glory. great 
things he hath done." 

Team evangelism campaigns. involving missionaries 
and nafives. are described as "the most successful. 
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consistent. and lasting soul saving efforts by the 
church in India." 

We need more people and resources in order to use 
the opportunities that open up every day. The work in 
India is in need of you and your prayers. "For we are 
God's fellow-workers: ye are God's husbandry, God's 
building" (I Cor. 3:9). "And Jesus went about all the 
cities and the villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing 
all manner of disease and all manner of sickness. But 
when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion for them, because they were distressed 
and scattered, as sheep not having a shepherd. Then 
saith he unto his disciples, The harvest indeed is 
plenteous, but the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he send forth laborers 
into his harvest" (Matt. 9:35-38). 

You have put your trust in God! He has trusted the 
gospel to you! You may contact the Gold Beach 
church at Box 344, Gold Beach, OR 97444, Jess 
Willis' address is Box 495, Monett, MO 65708. 
ELDERS: Charles Buchanan 

Fred J. Hobson 
Romie Riley 
T.V. Skinner 

BIBLES REBOUND 
Genuine Leather- $18.00 

Elbert R. Garretson 
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1210 9th Ave. Delano, CA 93215 
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Woman's Page 
WAYS AND MIENS OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN 

While this may not be a n urgent considcr<~t i on of living 
the C hr istian life, still , if we a re to have a n innucnce for 
good. and. if we arc to con vert others. what they thin k o f us 
is ve ry importCl nt. When the re is some news item about a 
congregation of the church of Christ, or when a member of 
the church has so me report written about he r or him, what 
descriptive terms set forth the characte r a nd habits o f these 
pe rsons? 

When a n a rticle is wri tten about Mormons o r Seventh 
Da y Advent ists. for exa mple. the writer will usually 
mention tha t these people d o not drink or smoke. The 
Am ish peo ple a rc extremely careful about the ir speech a nd 
about avoiding a ny appea rance of worldliness. Those who 
ca ll themselves Jehova h 's Witnesses say they will not put 
anything before C h ristian concepts, tho ugh their actio ns 
often subject them to ridicule. 

In the eyes o f the world , wha t marks of identificat ion d o 
members of the chu rch of C h ris t have? Don't yo u wish that 
others wou ld say truthfully o f us that we d o not drink, 
smoke, use filthy la nguage, dress imm odestly, or commit 
adultery? 

God gave us a badge that we should use to le t the world 
kn ow that we are C h rist ia ns: "That ye love o ne a nother" 
(J ohn 13:35). D o the people of your town say of C hris tia ns. 
" I know these people are fo llowing C hrist beca use they are 
kind and loving; they are always doing good deeds?" Does 
the world see us as loving and ki nd a nd benevolent? 

Ta les of sq uabbling. a nd lawsuits often make their way 
into the ea rs of eager news reporters. When people of the 
town read and co mment o n these unsClvory incid ents, are 
we seen as careful with God 's word . o r as impious a nd 
contenti ous? 

Usua lly such pro blems could be averted by reading. 
tho ughtful discussion. a nd p rayer. Then . as Paul exhorts 
the Corinth ia ns. we will all"speak the sa me thing a nd there 
wi ll be no divisions a mo ng us" (I Cor. I: 10). 

How Do Others 
Perceive Us? 

by Charline Lemonds Sexton 

Such a re among the most distress ing a nd hurtful situa
tions we ever face in this life ( I Cor. 6:6-7). More than 
once, during the past d ecade, C hristia ns have faced too 
ma ny such problems from those who cal l themselves by the 
na me "church of C hrist" when they are not. They are a cult 
merely using that na me to hide their identity, and to 
mislead those who d o not read God 's word carefully. 

D o o u r ne ighbors pe rce ive us as ca reful in the way we 
dress? Does Pop cut the g rass while exposing macho chest, 
a nd ha iry legs? Do Mom a nd S is sunbathe for neighborhood 
gawkiers? H ow much influence would these fa mily members 
have if o ne of them tried to teach a neighbor some basic 
ideas o f the Bible while thus appa reled? If we knew that 
C hris t would be com ing today, would we be likely to dress 
(if it could be called that) in sho rts and strings? If this 
happens to us, we will be reminded of the wa rning of 
Revelat ion 6: 16-1 7. 

A s some of you real ize, o nce most peo ple considered 
members of the church of C h rist as much better informed 
about the co ntent and understa nding of God's word than 
were members of a ny ot he r rel igious group. You have 
probably hea rd the old story of a court room in which the 
ba iliff could not find the Bible for swearing-in purposes. 
After an extensive sea rch. the judge so lved the problem by 
sayi ng: "Well , I see a member of the church of Christ back 
there a nd they are all wa lking Bibles, so just bring him up 
he re." Accord ing to the story, the witness placed his hand 
on the head of the "wa lking Bible" and was sworn in. 

How lo ng has it bee n since you have hea rd of a nyone 
who had the impressio n tha t a ll members of the chu rch of 
C hr is t a re unusually k nowledgea ble in the scriptures? How 
did we get here- TV? Ind ifference? Soft teaching progra ms 
in too many "Bible-Class" rooms and too ma ny pu lpits? 

How d o people perceive us? Don't you think it is time for 
us to "clea n up o ur act?" P. 0 . Box 8400 

Fort Worth, TX 76124 
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FEWER ENTERING THE MINISTRY 
By Dowell Flatt 

"Why are not the Christian colleges and preacher 
training schools turning out more preachers?" Bible 
Depa rtment chairmen hea r this question regularly. 
The question is a good one because the present 
number of Bible majors in our schools is about fifty 
per cent fewer than twenty yea rs ago. 

Though the colleges and preacher training schools 
will have a role to play in changing this situation, the 
Christian home and the local congregation must set 
the stage. Before they get to college, the majority has 
already mad e a decision concerning their life 's work. 

Freed-Hardeman, with roots going back to 1869, is 
known as an institution that helps train preachers. In 
the fall of 1988, the F-HC student body numbered 
1169 with ninety-eight Bible majors. An objective 
survey was conducted among these majors. The results 
are ve ry interesting. 

(I) The men in the survey come from seve n 
countries: the Bahamas, Jamaica, New Zealand, 
Nigeria, the Philippines, South Africa, and the United 
States. Twenty-one states in the U. S . were repre
sented . Students came from Montana to Florida and 
from California to West Virginia. 

(2) Sixty-nine percent had begun by the age of 
sixteen to think a bout being a preacher. Eighty-three 
per ce nt had thought of it by the end of high school. 
Only eleven per cent after the age of twenty-one first 
thought a bout being a preacher. 

(3) Twenty-four per ce nt said that they had rea lly 
decided by the age of sixteen to beco me a minister. 
Fifty-nine per cent had decided by the age of eighteen. 
The yea rs of sixteen to eighteen see m critical. Young 
men make many long-range decisions during this 
short spa n. 

(4) Twelve per cent decid ed to preach while in 
grammar school. Forty-eight per cent chose to be a 
minister during the high school yea rs. Thirty-three 
per ce nt mad e the decision during college; only seven 
per cent decided after college. 

(5) Thirty per cent said tha t their fathers had 
influenced them to beco me a minister. T we nty-five 
per cent said that it was the loca l preacher. Thirteen 
per cent listed the mother, a nd six per cent a credited 
a missionary. Only two per cent sa id that it was an 
elder. That last figure should ca use sadness among us. 

(6) Thirty-two pe r cent of thei r fathers were 
preachers. Six per cent were elders. 

(7) The next questions was revea ling: "Were gospel 
preache rs generally (A) pra ised in your home, or (B) 
criticized in your home?" Eighty per ce nt sa id that 
they were praised . 

(8) The following question was interesting: " When 
you decided to preach , were you r parents (A) encour-
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aging to you, (B) neutral, or (C) discouraging to you?" 
Seventy-three per cent checked encouraging. Only 
seven per cent checked discouraging. 

(9) The same question was asked about the home 
congregation. Seventy per cent said that the local 
church was encouraging; only six per cent listed 
discouraging. 

(I 0) The students were asked about how many 
preachers had come from the home congregation 
during the last ten years. Forty-six per cent checked 
one or none. That answer is very disturbing. 

(II) Twenty per cent had come from a rural 
congregation; eighteen per cent came from a town of 
less than 10,000. Only ten per cent came from cities of 
more than 500,000. 

( 12) Sixty per cent thought that their parents were 
ha ppily married. Another eighteen per cent thought 
that their pare nts were fai rly ha ppy. Twenty per cent 
came from homes where the parents were either 
separated or divorced. 

( 13) Nineteen per cent said that the annual family 
income was Jess than $10,000. Another twenty-one 
per cent sta ted that it was less than $20,000. Only four 
per ce nt came from families where the yearly income 
was above $50,000. 

Some key observations can be seen from this data. 
(A) If we expect to grow more preachers, we must 
begin to plant this precious seed into the hearts of 
young boys. (B) When a young man decides to 
preach, there must be encouragement from his home 
and his home congregation. (C) Fathers and local 
preachers greatly influence young men to become 
ministers. (D) Elders need to provide more encourage
ment for young men to preach. (E) Happy homes will 
continue to produce more ministers. (F) Families with 
larger incomes need to help produce more preachers. 

May these preachers have that burning fire in their 
bones that will not be conta ined (Jer. 20:9). They can 
have an effect on eternity! 

Dowell Flatt, 
Chairman Bible Department 

Freed-Hardeman College 
Henderson, TN 38340 

(901) 989-6623 

(Editors note: Colleges and Preacher Training Schools 
have served the church well in helping to train 
preachers. We praise and honor them for the great 
good they do. This survey points up the fact that the 
local congregation is the seedbed for gospel preachers. 
The church has an obligation to train her leaders, and 
it cannot be shifted to others. HAD) 



COME TO DINNER 

Matthew 22:2-14 
Luke 14:16-24 

This parable could be called 
"The Parable of the Great Invita
tion" or "The parable of Frivolous 
Excuses." It is a call to dinner. 
"All things are ready, come." 

"The kingdom of Heaven is like 
unto" (Matt. 22:2). Then He des
cribes certain things about the 
kingdom of God. This is a judg
ment parable and contains these 
central thoughts: (I) The guilt of 
the Jewish nation for rejecting 
God's word; (2) God will have a 
people nevertheless; (3) Since the 
Jews rejected the gospel message, 
his servants invited others. 

Standing out clearly in the 
scripture is the importance of the 
call. In both the Old and the New 
Testaments, feasts denote spiritual 
blessings. The feast in this parable 
is the gospel of the kingdom of 
heaven. Since this is a call of God 
to accept the gospel message, it is 
all important. The certain king of 
the parable points to the great 
God of the universe, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. Since it is 
the King's dinner, the invitation is 
tremendoulsy important. 

In the second place, this call is 
important because the feast honors 
the King's son. Christ refers to 
Himself. He is the son of God. If 
the king was giving a dinner in 
honor of a servant perhaps the call 
to attend would not be so impor
tant, but he is honoring his son. 
This makes the invitation all 
important. To refuse the invitation 
dishonors the son. 

The Bible teaches every knee 
should bow and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God, the 
Father (Phil. 2: 10-11). Since this 
confession and homage is inevi
table, we must either make the 
confession here or hereafter. We 

by George W. DeHoff 

should gladly accept this great 
invitation. 

Third, this call to dinner is 
important because of the immense 
preparation, "all things are ready" 
(Luke 14:I7). Nothing is undone. 
Can we not see the great banquet 
table groaning under the load of 
luxurious delicacies? Nothing is 
omitted. No expense is spared. 
Calvary is an accomplished fact. 
The blood of the lamb of God 
soaked into the wood of the cross, 
and dripped to the ground beneath 
the accursed tree. 

"All things are ready." Think of 
what the great spiritual feast cost 
the Father. It cost His only 
begotten son. The preparation was 
most elaborate but very necessary. 
There was no other way for man 
to come to God to be forgiven. It 
took the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
the very son of God. What an 
important call and how tragic it is 
to reject it. 

Fourth, the punishment of those 
who refused the call shows the 
importance of the call to dinner. If 
it seems drastic for the disappointed 
king to send his armies to destroy 
those who rejected his invitation, 
and killed his servants, consider 
the importance of the invitation. If 
you think the man found at the 
supper table without a wedding 
garment was too severely punished 
for his neglect, weigh the signifi
cance of this invitation he had 
slighted. 

Those who heard the call and 
rejected the invitation suffered 
severe punishment. Christ's pro
phecy, for the Jewish nation, came 
to pass in the year A.D. 70, when 
the Roman armies, under Titus, 
laid siege to the city of Jerusalem 
and razed it to the ground. The 
terrible destruction of Jerusalem 
in the first century of this age is a 
kind of prophecy of the utter 
destruction that awaits the im-

penitent at the close of this age. 
Modern day people should take 
note, and shudder. 

This call is universal-to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek (Rom. 
I: I 6). In the parable under discus
sion the elite received the invita
tion. They turned it down with 
scorn and frivolous excuses. The 
King's servants then went out into 
the highways and hedges looking 
for guests. The Jews rejected Christ 
and cried, "His blood be on us and 
on our children" (Matt. 27:25). At 
first, the offer of salvation was to 
the Jews. When they rejected it, 
the teachers turned to the Gentiles. 

The call was to dine at the great 
banquet table of the Lord. It is 
universal, God is not a respecter of 
persons. "Whosoever will" is the 
language of the scriptures. His 
loyal servants are still delivering 
the message all over the world that 
whosoever will may come to Christ 
and obey His gospel. It is a message 
of love, and freedom. Thank God, 
everyone has an invitation to attend 
this great wedding feast. 

This call is for preparation. 
Orientals wore long white robes at 
public festivals. Those who 
appeared with any other garments 
were culpable, and punished. The 
wedding garment is the righteous 
deeds of the saints. If we obey the 
commands of Jesus to believe and 
be baptized the promise of sal
vation from past sin is ours 
(Mark 16: 16). If we are faithful at 
all costs, we will receive a crown 
of life (Rev. 2: 10). Obedience to 
the plan of salvation, and clean 
living, and faithful service are 
the right clothes for this feast. No 
one attended this banquet with 
improper robes. Common clothes 
would insult the king, and dishonor 
his son. If we are to enjoy the great 
blessings of God we must make 
preparation. Why should anyone 
appear in filthy rags when clean 
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garments are available? "He that is 
unrighteous, let him do unright
eousness still: and he that is filthy, 
let him be made filthy still: and he 
that is righteous, let him do 
righteousness still: and he that is 
holy, let him be made holy still" 
(Rev. 22: 11 ). 

This call also contains a warn
ing. Much of our Lord's teaching 
is interspersed with warnings. 
Those first bidden began to make 
excuses-feeble, flimsy, foolish, 
frivolous excuses. Verse 7 tells the 
consequences of the refusal of the 
call to dinner: "But when the king 
heard thereof, he was wroth; and 
he sent forth his armies, and 
destroyed those murders, and 
burned up their city." Verse 13 
tells what happened to the poor 

If we are to enjoy 

the great blessings 

of God we must 

make preparation. 

fellow who tried to get by with 
unfit garb: "Bind him hand and 
foot, and take him away, and cast 
him into outer darkness; there shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 

These things are for our admoni
tion. Transgression deserves severe 
punishment. Notice that these 
people "made light of it and went 
their ways." Some took his servants 
and treated them shamefully, slay
ing them. One man came, "not 
having on a wedding garment." 
These words speak disaster. The 
call of God contains a warning. It 
is tragical to go about your 
business as if nothing happened. 
You can enjoy a feast of good 
things at the Father's table. It's up 
to you! 

745 North Broad 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
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------BIBLICAL STUDIES------

The New Hermeneutic and the Canon 

by Kippy Myers --------

In Ephesians 3: 1-4, Paul says that he is writing so 
the people may grasp what he knows, and understand 
what he wrote. They were to both know and under
stand. Average thinking men and women, boys and 
girls have been understanding what Paul said through 
his writings for many centuries. 

Once again, some in our brotherhood, educated in 
the ways of the world, whose thinking may be clogged 
by denominationalism, or the need to save face in the 
eyes of the world, or the need to justify their beliefs, 
have come to the insight that we cannot understand 
Paul's thoughts on many, many specific matters and 
properly apply them. At least we cannot do it the way 
we have been doing it for millennia. They protest that 
we need something new and different, a new her
meneutic, a new way of studying and learning from 
the scriptures. 

One "argument/ objection" these brethren use to 
combat the time honored method has to do with the 
existence and nature of the books of the Bible. 
Brother Bill Swetmon of Plano, Texas, is one advocate 
of this argument. 

In Biblical Notes of Jan/ Feb. 1990, Roy Deaver 
transcribes his discussion with Brother Bill S wetmon 
at Pettijohn Springs, Oklahoma in 1989. The topic of 
this discussion was "How to Interpret the Bible." In 
his side of the discussion, Brother S wetmon often 
mentioned the canon (the canon means the Bible as 
we know it today). 

His statement of the argument involves many 
comments. He says, "Now we have approached the 
area of hermeneutics with the idea that the early 
church had a complete set of documents which we 
know as the New Testament, and that they searched 
those Scriptures to find God's pattern in church 
organization, structure and practice" (Biblical Notes, 
pg. 5). 

Then, "The New Testament Scriptures as we know 
them today were not compiled into a single unit until 
the councils of Hippo (A.D. 393) and Carthage (A.D. 
397). Since the fifth century, Christianity has accepted 
these twenty-seven books as the New Testament 
canon" (Biblical Notes, pg. 6). 

He continues, "There were many Christians in the 
first and second century who only had a small 

fragment of what we know as the New Testament 
Scriptures. Therefore, our three principles of her
meneutics could not have possibly been the basis for 
their biblical interpretation. So I feel safe in assuming 
that the church at Rome did not receive anything 
close to what we know as a complete revelation of 
New Testament doctrines, either orally or in written 
form, except Paul's letter, for at least 25 years of her 
existence" (Biblical Notes, pp. 6-7). 

Further, "our man-made method of ascertaining 
truth varies greatly from the methods of the primitive 
church which leads one to ask, 'Have we not built a 
complicated, legalistic, man-made system of Biblical 
interpretation which God never intended? If our 
system of interpretation is correct, why did God allow 
400 years to pass before, through His providence, the 
Scriptures were canonized?'" (Biblical Notes, pg. 7). I 
include these quotes from Brother Swetmon with 
his syllogistic formulation of the argument. 

"MAJOR PREMISE: The New Testament church 
had a blueprint or pattern which she followed in order 
to be a faithful church. 

MINOR PREMISE: That pattern or blueprint was 
revealed in what we know as the New Covenant 
Scriptures (Acts-Revelation). 

CONCLUSION: Therefore, the pattern for the 
church in the first century was found in the New 
Covenant Scriptures containing the books from Acts 
to Revelation" (Biblical Notes, pg. 8). Brother 
Swetmon says that the minor premise is wrong, so the 
conclusion is wrong. 

To put all this in simpler terms, his argument is that 
if the early Christians did not have a Bible like ours, 
then they could not have used the study/learning 
principles we use. Since we do not see them using 
those principles on our New Testament (according to 
Brother Swetmon), we cannot so use them. Since we 
cannot see them restoring the early church, we cannot 
do it. Since we cannot see them looking for a pattern 
for the church of Christ (according to Brother 
Swetmon), we cannot do it. Why, then, are they 
calling for a New hermeneutic? Why not an old one, 
as old as the church? There no example of a new 
hermeneutic in the early church! 
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A GENERAL RESPONSE 

First, Brother Swetmon and other advocates of the 
new hermeneutic fail to distinguish between the 
content and the message (that is, the message itself, 
and the written record of it). As I preached this 
sermon, the people who heard it knew things you did 
not know until you read this manuscript of the 
message. Even so, those original hearers may never 
read this manuscript but still know just as much 
about this lesson as you do (they know more since 
more was delivered there than is recorded here). The 
existence, reception, activity of a message is not 
contingent upon its being written. God's word was 
around, and active (Heb. 4: 12), and people knew it, 
and believed it, and obeyed it long before it was 
written. 

It did not make God's word any more true to 
reduce it to writing. One must distinguish between the 
actual New Testament_for which Jesus died, and the 
recording of it. The early Christians knew an inspired 
message when they heard it ( 1 Thess. 2: 13). Let's not 
equate the New Covenant with its record. They had 
the word of God, and we can see how they handled it 
(e.g., Acts 8:32-35; 2:15-31; 18:28). So what if they did 
not have all our Bible in written form? 

Second, these brethren accuse us of believing things 
we do not believe, then base their argumentation on 
that false assertion (building a straw man). Note 
BrotherS wetmon 's statement on Biblical Notes, page 
6, "we have approached." Who is the "we?" It is not I, 
nor anyone I have ever heard speak or teach about 
this subject. Maybe Brother Swetmon believed this, 
but his misconception is no place to begin a criticism 
of an entire hermeneutical approach. 

Rick Atchley made a relevant comment in a class 
taught by Monroe Hawley at the LCU lectures in 
1989. They were talking about comparing 1 Corin
thians 16:1-2 and Acts 20:7, and concluding that we 
are to meet every Sunday to take the Lord's Supper. 
Rick said the early Christians did not have a collected 
canon like ours to use and therefore could not have 
put those two scriptures together like we do. Yet, he 
pointed out, we do it, and say we're restoring New 
Testament Christianity, while using an argument they 
could not have used. He said that he was not 
disagreeing with the process, but it was strange to him 
that we approach scripture this way without realizing 
this is not the way the early Christians could have 
argued from scripture. (Naturally, I am not accusing 
brother Atchley of aligning with the new hermeneutic 
advocates.) Again, who is the "we" who do not realize 
that the early church is not do this before the books of 
I Corinthians and Acts existed? Not I, not anyone I 
know. 

Further, brother Swetmon's syllogism implies our 
brotherhood believes the written record is the only 
blueprint for the church. I do not believe that nor 
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have I ever known anyone who ever taught that. The 
pattern for the church is in the written word, but was 
not always confined there. Again, God reaveled the 
New Covenant before it was written. Since the pattern 
is now recorded in writing, we use it to discover and 
apply God's will for the world and the church. 
Obviously, the early church could not use what they 
did not have. Does Brother Swetmon think we think 
they could? Yet, this is Brother S wetmon 's argument. 

Third, there is another crucial distinction. It may 
sound silly, but the early Christians did not need to 
restore the early church. They were it. They just had 
to obey the gospel and follow inspiration and be the 
church. In subsequent years, people left the faith and 
fell away into apostasy (Acts 20:28-32; I Tim. 4: 1-4). 
That is why we are restoring the church. What 
standard are we to go by in doing so? What is our 
pattern? It must be the Bible. Yet, these men say, 
"How can we say we're restoring the early church by 
using the Bible if the early church didn't even have 
our Bible." 

Fourth, with this argument (regarding the canon), 
the new hermeneutic advocates are binding upon us 
the lack of an example. Generally, (as in Biblical 
Notes, pg. 6), these men deride the use of example as a 
way of learning God's will for us today. They act like 
the church has never thoroughly thought through the 
ins and outs of the authority of examples. Yet, this 
argument says we are wrong for doing something we 
have no example for doing (that is, using the Bible). It 
is as if we did have an example of early Christians 
using the Bible it would be okay for us to use it. That 
would give us a pattern of how to "hermeneut." 
Therefore, they are saying that an example is not 
binding, but a lack of an example is binding. Truth is, 
Acts 17:11 is one example that shows early Christians 
searching the scriptures (old and new) to find 
authority for what to believe and practice. 

Though we do not see the first century church 
combining 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 and Acts 20:7, we do 
see them doing it. That is where we get the right to say 
that it is what God wants. They did it by following the 
"pattern of sound words" (2 Tim. ': 13) gained 
through prophets, apostles, and spiritual gifts. These 
sources taught them the gospel, the pattern. We know 
that was how God wanted the plan to work. He saw 
to it. So, we are not exactly jumping to conclusions in 
learning from a document they did not have since 
they had its message. 

A SPECIAL RESPONSE 

In response to the basic assumption of Brother 
Swetmon's argument, there was a canon long before 
A. D. 400. The first century Christians may not have 
had our canon but they had an inclusive canon of 
God's word in abundance through: 

DIRECT PROPHECY. Prophets revealed the 
gospel (Eph. 3:3-5). Ephesians 2:20 speaks of the 



church built upon the apostles and prophets. 
Evidently, this refers to the church built upon their 
teachings. John 16:13 says that the Holy Spirit would 
guide the apostles into all the truth. This was one 
measure through which God would oversee the needs 
of the early disciples. Who could say that He did not 
give those disciples a lot to think about and apply? 
They still had to make decisions about what they 
learned, whether written or spoken. Acts 2:42 says 
that the early church continued in the apostles teaching 
and fellowship. Remember, those who personally 
heard_ Christ told others, and they others (Heb. 2:3-4; 
2 Tim. 2:2). John was a prophet among others (Rev. 
22:9). Paul wrote as a prophet (Rom. 16:25-26). 
Agabus and others were prophets of God (Acts 11:27-
28). God furnished the gift of prophecy for many 
Christians (1 Cor. 12,14). Just because the entire 
canon was not in written form immediately does not 
affect the early Christians' possession or use of God's 
word. Whatever form (written or spoken), it is still the 
word of God. In 2 Thessalonians 2:15, Paul says, 
"Hold the traditions you were taught whether by 
word or epistle." What is and is not a tradition? Are 
we are disobedient if we do not do what he says? 
What does it mean to "hold?" The early Christians 
had to use some type of hermeneutic, and there was 
prophecy in abundance to which that hermeneutic 
had to be applied. 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS. God gave the early church 
miraculous gifts to inform them of His word and to 
confirm the origin of His word. Since faith and 
spiritual growth come through the word (Rom. IO:I7; 
1 Pet. 2: 1-2), and since early Christians were to grow 
in the faith (He b. 5: 12; 6: I; 1 Cor. 3: 1-2; 2 Pet. 3: 18), 
they had access to what they needed in order to grow. 
They had sources of further information besides that 
left by the itinerate preachers (like Paul) passing 
through and establishing the church. For the continued 
development of the church, God furnished them with 
miraculous gifts which could confirm the message by 
their miraculous nature, but also could deliver the 
message by their practical nature. I Corinthians I 2:4-
11 mentions several "different gifts" which God gave 
to them. Some of these were informative by nature, 
for example, the word of wisdom and word of 
knowledge (v. 8), or the gift or prophecy (v. 10). Some 
were confirmatory, for example gifts of healing, and 
miracles (1 Cor. 12:9-10). In I Corinthians 14, Paul 
encouraged using the gift of prophecy over tongues 
because prophecy built up the church (vv. 4-5). Verse 
six also shows that the teaching gifts edified. So, there 
was definitely a "spoken canon" in the early, early 
church. We can see by the record of their actions in 
the New Testament how they dealt with it. They had 
to use some type of hermeneutic to arrive at con
clusions like meeting every Sunday (I Cor. 16: 1-2) 
and taking the Lord's Supper when they met together 
on Sunday (Acts 20:7). 

EARLY WRITTEN CANON. The New Testament 
canon existed in written form before 100 A.D. Brother 
Swetmon often reminds us of the "400 years" passing 
before some people in the world recognized the Bible 
books for what they are. There is no comparing the 
late recognition of something by the world with the 
early recognition of it by the people to whom it was 
first delivered ( 1 Thess. 2: I 3). The books were being 
written and circulated very early. In Colossians 4:16, 
Paul tells the brethren to trade epistles with the 
Laodicean brethren. Must they not deal with the 
issues raised by those epistles? Of course! I Thes
salonians 5:27 adjures the brethren to read the epistle 
to all the brethren. I Timothy 4: 13 tells Timothy to 
give attention to reading until Paul arrived. Reading 
what? Ephesians 3: Iff, tells the people to read the 
epistle and understand the mystery of Christ. The 
early Christians recognized these and other epistles 
immediately, circulated them, copied them, and 
collected them. Luke mentions other accounts about 
the life and death of the Lord Jesus (Luke I: I -4). At a 
very early date, Paul's writings were already being 
circulated, collected, and counted as authoritative as 
the other scriptures (2 Pet. 3:15-17). 

Long before 400 A.D., Christians had many 
scriptures in their possession. It would not be sur
prising if some had all twenty-seven New Testament 
books in their homes. A council occurring centuries 
down the road that finally recognized the New 
Testament books as inspired does not change that! 
Just look at some early collections of New Testament 
books. In 140 A.D., Marcion listed ten of Paul's 
epistles. In 140 A.D., Justin Martyr discussed most of 
our New Testament books as scripture. In 150 A.D., 
Polycarp (a disciple of the apostle John) quoted from 
about fifteen of our New Testament books. In 170 
A.D., Iranaeus eonsidered twenty-three of our books 
as scripture. In I80 A.D., the Muratorian Canon 
contained all Paul's thirteen epistles. 

Other examples could be examined with early 
manuscripts, and versions, but the point of it all is 
that throughout those early centuries, they had the 
word of God both written and spoken. Obviously, 
they could not apply principles of understanding to 
something they did not have. The more appropriate 
question is, did they apply principles of learning to 
what they did have? The answer is obvious. Why is it 
that (according to brother Swetmon) they would have 
to have a Bible like ours before they could start 
applying God's word to their lives by using study 
methods? Yet, Brother Swetmon says the way the 
early church approached God's word "could not have 
possibly" been the same approach we use. "Why not?" 
We see them doing it! 

We have an inspired book. In it we have the 
examples of how the young church- applied God's 
word to their lives. They had some of it written, and a 
lot spoken through apostles and prophets. How could 
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anyone today legitimately say we cannot follow their 
example? The writing of Revelation was not a one
time event that culminated in the act of gathering it 
together in 400 A.D. It was an ongoing process during 
which the early Christians were actively practicing a 
method of understanding and applying God's word. 

It is disturbing to see argumentation like this 
offered against simple Bible teaching. Some seem to 
have casually disregarded such scholars as Robert 
Milligan, J. W. McGarvey, Alexander Campbell, and 

others. These men came from a long tradition of 
denominationalism. They saw that it was not accord
ing to Bible teachings. They realized that the way 
back to the early church was through the study and 
application of New Testament teachings. Have some 
of us come so far today that approach is considered 
denominational? May the Lord help us. 

P. 0. Box IBC 
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ADMONITIONS TO YOUTH 
By Gary McDade 

"Deliver me, 0 my God, out of the hand of the 
wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel 
man. For thou art my hope, 0 Lord God: thou art my 
trust from my youth .... 0 God, thou hast taught me 
from my youth: and hitherto have I declared thy 
wondrous works" (Psa. 71 :4,5,17). 

"Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my 
transgressions: (Psa. 25:7). "Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word. With my whole heart have I 
sought thee: 0 let me not wander from thy com
mandments., Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee" (Psa. 119:9-11 ). 

"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth ... "(Eccl. 12:1 a). 

"Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in conversation 
(manner of life, ASV), in charity (love, ASV), in 
spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance 
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine" (1 Tim. 
4:12,13). 

"Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, 
faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart" (2 Tim. 2:22). 

"Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. In 
all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in 
doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 
sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that 
is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil 
thing to say of you" (Titus 2:6-8). 

"Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the 
elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and 
be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
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about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist 
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflic
tions are accomplished in your brethren that are in 
the world. But the God of all grace, who hath called 
us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you. To him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever, Amen"(l Pet. 5:5-11). 

"I write unto you, little children, because your sins 
are forgiven you for his name's sake. I write unto you, 
fathers, because ye have known him that is from the 
beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye 
have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little 
children, because ye have known the Father. I have 
written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him 
that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, 
young men, because ye are strong, and the word of 
God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked 
one. Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And 
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth forever" (I John 
2: 12-17). 3610 Kipling 

Memphis, TN 38128 
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''Daddy Watch Me'' 
by Lindell Mitchell 

I have always shared the sentiments so eloquently 
expressed by the Psalmist; "Behold, children are a 
heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is his 
reward" (Psalm 127:3). It was pure delight to learn of 
the wife's pregnancy with each of our children. We 
attended natural child-birth classes with great antici
pation. I will never forget the overwhelming awe 
experienced when a nurse placed our newborns in my 
arms. 

The years since our children's arrival have been no 
less exhilarating. One's children are a great source of 
strength in the battle of life. They spur us on when we 
are weak and near defeat. They stimulate our thinking 
and strengthen resolve in the face of impossible odds. 
Surrender is never considered where the well-being of 
your child is concerned. Little ones bring much 
pleasure, and awaken the most noble type of love. 
Countless men will attest to having aspirations for 
righteousness aroused by the birth of a child. My 
children have been all these things to me, and much 
more. 

As the school term drew to a close last Spring dark 
clouds blew across our family. My daughter began to 
exhibit some disturbing symptoms. Our local doctor 
assured us that they could be accounted for by her 
seasonal bout with allergies, but we knew better. 
Having seen these symptoms before we insisted on a 
Thyroid-plat. This is a series of tests that measure the 
levels of hormones produced by the thyroid gland. It 
is essential that these hormones be properly in 
balance, because they play a major role in regulating 
many vital functions. 

After several tense days the call came from the 
doctor's office. When I arrived the strained look on 
his face telegraphed his concern. He said Devona's 
readings were fully three times above normal. He 
further noted that such extreme readings likely 
re~ulted from one of three problems, Graves disease, 
tumor activity in the thyroid gland or tumor activity 
in the pituitary gland. Since this type of problem is 
rare in children the doctor suggested we allow him to 
get us an appointment with a specialist at the Texas 
Children's Hospital in Houston. 

I thanked the doctor and went back to the office 
until it was time to pick the children up at school. 
When their mother arrived at my office from her 
work, the children went out to play, and I gave her the 
news. We were to see a pediatric endocrinologist in 
two days. Though her face was ashen, she forced 
herself to examine the lab -report carefully, and ask 
rational questions concerning our family physician's 
advise. We called the children, and headed home. 

I arrived about one hour later to find everyone 
gathered in Devona's bedroom. When I entered she 
looked up and said, "Daddy I know all about it." 
Unknown to me she had seen the lab report lying on 
my desk and asked her mom about the results when 
they got in the car to go home. My emotions and fears 
were overwhelming. I could only hold my little girl 
and weep. The family held one another for a long 
time. Devona said, "Its all right daddy; you didn't do 
anything." We poured our hearts out to the Lord in 
prayer, there was no other place to turn for comfort. 

We made a tense trip to the Texas Children's 
Hospital in Houston. The initial examination did not 
show any signs of tumor activity in the thyroid gland, 
but this had to be confirmed through further testing. 
The process was to begin the following day. The 
family went home for the night, but Devona was to 
return to Houston for the next two days for testing. 

When hurricane Camille roared across the Missis
sippi Gulf Coast in 1969 I thought I knew what fear 
was. Our family took refuge in a neighborhood school 
as the world flew apart. I remember shielding my little 
sister with my body as we huddled next to a wall in 
the hallway. The roof blew away in large chunks and 
walls began to crumble amid the deafening sound of 
winds that howled like demons from Hell. We cried 
out to the Lord for protection, and mercifully lost no 
life there. Until Devona got sick I was sure that no 
fear could equal that fear in intensity, but this was 
wrong. There is no fear as searing as the fear one feels 
for a child. 

As we travelled back to Houston to begin the 
testing one phrase kept racing through my head, 
"Daddy watch me." My daughter had said that to me 
many times. It was surely among first phrases she 
uttered. Her zest for life is surpassed only by her 
compassion for others, and she has always wanted to 
share that with me! What greater blessing could fall to 
any man, but, at that moment, it was not a pleasant 
memory. With that memory came the realization that 
in far too many instances I had responded to my 
daughter's invitations to participate in her life nega
tively. "Not now honey, daddy has to study." "I 
would love to baby, but daddy has to see some people 
who have stopped worshipping the Lord." "Shhh, 
honey, daddy wants to hear the news.'' "Not now 
babe I have a test tomorrow." All her young life she 
had heard dad decline her invitations. 

Her dad had worked seven days and four nights a 
week for most of her life. Visiting church members, 
chasing delinquent Christians, Graduate school, and 
evangelism had taken much of our time away. Now 
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none of it mattered as much as sharing her experi
ences. How I longed to watch her play and hear her 
laugh. That haunting phrase kept coming back to me, 
"Daddy watch me." 

When we met with the doctors in Houston after the 
testing, they said they found no evidence of tumor 
activity. The diagnosis was Graves disease, which is a 
treatable condition. They said there would be ups and 
downs, and that there was the possibility of serious 
side effects from the medication. They were confident 
they could manage the condition. · 

Since beginning her treatments, Devona's condition 
has improved dramatically. Her symptoms have 
almost disappeared and her thyroid readings are 
normal. So far there are no signs of problems with the 
medication. Our prayer is that she will be one of those 
children who appear to outgrow the condition. We 
could not be more thankful to compassionate 
physicians and a merciful Master. 

Dad is still coming to grips with, "Daddy watch 
me." There are some important lessons I would like to 
share. 

First, a man must take the time to love his family 
today. If you are fortunate you will have children in 
your home for eighteen years. Every lost opportunity 
to share in their experiences, and mold their lives is 

gone forever. The time will come when they leave 
home and it will be too late to love them. Take your 
children in your arms and love them today. Refuse to 
be left with bitter thoughts of what might have been. 

Second, a man seeks first the Kingdom by taking 
care of the family entrusted to him. God holds fathers 
accountable for rearing their children in the nature 
and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). No role that 
we fill is as significant as the role of father. No 
misguided sense of duty must be allowed to deprive 
our families of their father. Preachers, our children 
should not have to compete with soreheads and 
delinquents for our attention. If we keep all the 
people sufficiently petted to insure they do not 
complain to the Elders, are published in all the major 
journals, speak on the major lectureships, and preach 
for a large influential congregation, and miss our 
children's sojourn through our homes it's all pretty 
pointless. 

Third, when you walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, do not fear the evil because the Lord 
is with you. He will comfort and strengthen you. 
Goodness and mercy will follow you all the days of 
your life and you will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever. He is there, and He cares. P.O. Box 411 

Livingston, TX 77351 

Deaver-Till Debate Scheduled 
A public oral debate is now scheduled between Mac Deaver and Farrell Till. The debate is planned for 

March 25-28, 1991, on the campus of Southwest Texas State University in San Marcos, TX. The following 
propositions will be discussed. 

RESOLVED: The alleged moral atrocities ascribed to the God of the Bible are not actual moral atrocities 
and, therefore, constitute no proof that the Bible is not inspired of God. 

Affirming: Mac Deaver 

Denying: Farrell Till 

RESOLVED:,The alleged moral atrocities ascribed to the Bible are actual moral atrocities and, therefore, 
constitute proof that the Bible is not inspired of God. 

Affirming: Farrell Till 

Denying: Mac Deaver 

Till is a former preacher for churches of Christ, and is now Editor of The Skeptical Review. He teaches 
English in Spoon River College in Canton, Illinois. Deaver, of Austin, TX, is a preacher for churches of 
Christ and is Associate Editor of Biblical Notes. 

Note: Please feel free to reproduce this announcement to be used as you need to use it 
This announcement from pulpits and in church bulletins will be appreciated. 
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~~HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF'' 
By Dave Miller 

We would be wise occasionally to pause, look back, 
and learn from the mistakes of the past. We might be 
surprised to find that the same basic errors and trends 
toward apostasy that characterize our day have 
occurred before and seem inevitably to repeat them
selves in uncanny cyclical fashion. Consider the 
following five factors that existed in the previous 
century (all succeeding quotations are from brother 
Earl West's fine book Elder Ben Franklin: Eye of the 
Storm). 

( 1) Christians in the denominations and a need to 
accept/unite them-In the 1840's, when Walter Scott 
began to diverge from his earlier writings and sermons 
by promoting acceptance of and union with the 
denominations, concerned brethren questioned the 
meaning of this new attitude. They reaffirmed that the 
only ground upon which genuine unity may be 
achieved is the truth of the gospel. Yet, "Scott's 
laconic answer was that he saw no difference in what 
he was presently saying and what he preached earlier" 
(p. 58). 

This event foreshadowed what was yet to come in 
the church. By the 1860's, the brotherhood was 
"rapidly taking the form of a polite denomination in a 
world of denominations" (p. 190). Benjamin Franklin, 
a faithful gospel preacher and editor of the American 
Christian Review, 

found himself alienated from the church's new 
leadership who saw Franklin as no longer 
representative of the thinking of the church. His 
paper needed to be replaced by one with more 
culture and sophistication and in tune with the 
changing times (p. 190). 
Accompanying this new pseudo-sophistication was 

the growing "inclination to accept denominational 
dogma by admitting that all denominational people 
were Christians in an acceptable sense, and to accept 
instrumental music" (p. 219). As Franklin explained 
to a fellow Christian, 

the great heart of the brotherhood is sound, but 
a few want to modify the ground, popularize the 
cause and make it acceptable to the world and 
denominations. They think if we recognize 
denominations as Christians we can convert 
them, but we can succeed by maintaining our 
integrity to the Lord and in on other way-we 
cannot succeed as a sect, and it would be useless 
if we could, for there are sects enough now, as 
good as we can make (p. 222). 
Part of the problem was the desire of some to "be 

like all the nations" (I Sam. 8:20); "The acquiring of 
respectability in the public eye." How may such be 

done? For one thing, "it must be recognized that 
friends in Protestant bodies were as much Christians 
as those connected with the restoration movement" 
(p. 233). To deny that there were "Christians Among 
the Sects" was to possess "a cold and lifeless 
formalism" (p. 239). 

(2) A new style of preaching-Whereas the old style 
was appealing for its good sense, its Scripture and 
logic (p. 276), the new style of preaching entailed 
"showmanship" and sought to be "entertaining," 
"animated," and "more exciting." It was dominated 
by anecdotes and incidents and numerous references 
to the preacher's personal life (pp. 304-05). So, the 
new style amounted to a de-emphasis of allusion to 
biblical texts and the pursuance of depth in textual 
matter. Scripture is often out of context and simply a 
cover for launching off into what the preacher wanted 
to discuss separate and apart from anything the Bible 
may have to say about it. Its purpose is more to 
"superinduce an excitement." 

( 3) Emphasis upon fashionable church buildings
There was a decided trend toward "extravagance" and 
"worldliness" in the construction of large, cathedral
like church buildings. Franklin considered these 
temples "a display of unchristian opulence" and an 
"appeal to the lust of the flesh and the pride of life." 
The "unnecessary expense and show in meeting
houses" went hand-in-hand with the desire to intro
duce instrumental music into the worship (pp. 290-92). 

( 4) The drifting of educational institutions-The 
tendency was f9r Christian colleges to stray away 
from solid biblical principles in exchange for "modern 
theological viewpoints" and "biblical skepticism": "the 
student ministers became impregnated with biblical 
doubts which mingled with the new Disciple ideas of 
ecumenicity and denominationalism." Consequently, 
"these young men could not be dependable teachers 
to lead men back to the golden age of early 
Christianity." Without consistent conviction that the 
written word of God is authentic and reliable, as 
Alexander Campbell said, "the mere training of the 
intellect is to put power into the hands of men without 
directing it" (p. 296). 

As Franklin stated: 
We did not and could not foresee that colleges 
could be made a power for evil as well as for 
good; that all depends upon whose hands they 
are in; that infidels could be made professors; 
that worldly-minded men could become pro
fessors; that men who are not sound .in the faith, 
have not the love of the truth, could get control 
of colleges, and that they could be turned against 
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the very truth they were built up to maintain ... 
we must open our eyes and see what has been 
done and what is being done (p. 297). · 
(5) Smug Superiority Displayed By the Liberals

When people determine to depart from the faith, they 
naturally lash out at those who oppose them and seek 
to turn them from the error of their way ( cf., l Kings 
19:2; 21:20; Es. 3:6; Acts 23:14). Those who opposed 
the liberal innovations of the period were seen as 
"anti-progressive" and guilty of emphasizing "infini
tesimal matters" (p. 309). They were labeled "watch
dogs," "uneducated" and "unaccomplished heresy 
hunters" (p. 222). They were ridiculed for thinking 
that "a complete reproduction of the apostolic 
church" was necessary or even possible. The liberal 
element argued that the brotherhood needed to go 
beyond its "childhood period" by giving up "the 
thought, language and understanding of childhood" 
and "present ourselves before the world in a vigorous, 

mature manhood," "we must hush our childhood 
prattle about baptism for the remission of sins-these 
and all such expressions must be thrown away for 
they belong to the language of ou~ childhood period" 
(p. 299). 

If only God's people could be spared the grief and 
heartache that accompanies apostasy (cf., Num. 
14:39). If only those who are responsible for taking 
the lead in "drawing away disciples" (Acts 20:30) 
would desist, repent and remain loyal to God. If only 
Christians would open their Bibles and renew their 
minds with the eternal; truths found therein to lessen 
the magnitude of the impending disaster. If only-if 
only the body of Christ could be spared-as, again, 
"history repeats itself." 

P. 0. Box 2/0667 
Bedford, T)( 76095 
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HAVE YOU LOST YOUR HEAD? 
By Mike Markum 

Many brethren have lost their head. They wander 
about aimlessly, not knowing which way to go. Once, 
this was a problem in the denominational world, but 
within the last few years many congregations of the 
Lord are more and more like the denominations. 

Once the church spoke out against alcoholism, 
dancing, divorce, and fornication. Today we hear few 
sermons on moral issues, especially divorce. Our 
country is falling apart because our families are 
falling apart, and our families are falling apart 
because our morals are falling apart. 

Drug usage"by our kids may be the result of broken 
homes, and problems in the home. When will we learn 
that only the word of God will change people, and not 
psychology? 

Ignoring problems will not make them go away. 
The cure is preaching the word of God, prayer, and 
willingness to obey God. Inspired men of the first 
century did not ignore problems. They took a strong 
stand against false teachers, and false teaching. If you 
have a problem with divorce, and alcohol in your 
congregation preaching about Joseph in Egypt is not 
going to get them to repent. If you have problems, 
preach about the problems! 

We need to follow the example of John the Baptist 
and Jesus. John literally lost his head for preaching 
what many would not dare talk about today (Matt. 
14: 1-4). They crucified Jesus because he showed 
partiality to no one (Matt. 23: 13-36). If someone 
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asked Jesus about a subject He told them the truth. 
He did not ignore sin. 

We need to follow the example of Jesus, and teach 
the things He taught, not fearing any man. The truth 
on all issues must be preached in pulpits of the land. 
Many are sick of liberalism in the church today, it is 
hypocrisy, and an abomination. "These things also 
belong to the wise. It is not good to have respect of 
persons in judgment. He that saith unto the wicked, 
Thou art righteous; him shall the people curse, 
nations shall abhor him: But to them that rebuke him 
shall be delight, and a good blessing shall come upon 
them. Every man shall kiss his lips that giveth a right 
answer" (Prov. 24:23-26). 

We have many headless Christians today. They just 
don't know what to do even though God gave them 
an instruction book. They try every way in the world 
to solve their problems, except the word of God. They 
listen to some psychologist or some self-help preacher 
who always teaches about positive thinking, but 
completely leaves God out of the picture. Many 
Christians have lost their head, that is, Jesus Christ 
(Eph. 4: 15-16). The control of the body is the head. 
So I ask you, Christian, have you lost your Head? 

Rt. 1, Box46 
Cement, OK 73017 



Brother Marvin Phillips Is A Wall Builder After All 

Before me is the latest edition 
of, The One Borjy, a nd a ta pe 
recording of, The Walls Must 
Come Down, from the Tulsa's 
Soul Winning Workshop. Brother 
Phillips reports that "he will not 
build walls!" No sir, he wilt not be 
guilty of building any walls! Yet , 
in the One Body, bro ther Phillips 
reports: 

Let's lose our fear of the 
brotherhood Mafia. To be s ure 
they a re out there. Brotherhood 
wide publications wil l write you 
up, lie about yo u, a nd warn 
o thers about you! I plead with 
these publica tions , stop being a 
s preader of rum ors, suspicio n, 
a nd separa tion . Let's d estroy 
walls not each other. 

This comes from a ma n who says 
he pays no a tt ention to s uc h 
papers, and will not build any 
"wa lls" like they do. Well, what 
a bout ca lling brotherhood papers 
"Liars!" If the~e has been any 
lying, please, brother Phillips, use 
your smooth rhetoric, and your 
poli s h to s traighte n out the 
brotherhood publica tions! Don 't 
go running off to the Christian 
C hurch to have your mistrea tment 
straighte ned o ut. For o ne, I would 
be more than ha ppy to find o ut 
you have not said the things you 
have sa id! Of course, some things 
you said, I was in your prese nce 
when you sa id them! 

Brother Phillips goes on to say, 
" Respect others when you can't 
have fellowship with them. But get 
all the fellowship you can!" I don't 
know how often that has been 
said , but I do know that the Bib le 
teaches there can be no fellowship 
where there is doctrinal differences 
(2 John 9). That d oes not mea n 
that love ca n't be there. that d oes 
not mean that compassion can't be 
there; it does mea n fellowship 
cannot be there! 

Consider the Rich Young Ruler, 

By Howard R. Horton 

"And when he was gone fort h into 
the way, there came one running, 
a nd kneeled to him, a nd asked 
him, Good Master, wha t shall I do 
tha t I ma y inherit eternal life?" 

Can anyone doubt this Rule r 's 
sincerity and ea rnestness? 

Then Jesus beholding him loved 
him, and sa id unto him, one 
thing thou lackest: go thy way, 
sell wha tsoever th o u hast , a nd 
g ive to the poor, and thou s ha lt 
have treasure in heave n: and 
co me, ta ke up the cross, a nd 
follow me . And he was sad a t 
that saying, and went away 
grieved: for he had g rea t pos
sessions. 

Men build walls when 
they teach things contrary 

to the clear language of 
theN ew Testament. 

Brother Phillips, I asked you, to 
your face, a t a Preachers Luncheo n 
in Tu lsa seve ra l years ago. You 
did not answer me then, and it will 
su rprise me if you wil l answer it 
now! Here are the questions: Ca n 
a nyone doubt the Love that Jes us 
had for the Ruler? Co uld Jesus 
have fe llows hip with the Ruler on 
the things they agreed on, and be 
divided o n the one thing they did 
not agree on. "Se ll a nd give to the 
poo r?" 

You neve r answered those q ues
tions. a nd I d on't think you ever 
will! As long as you espouse unity 
where there is no unity, I wi ll 
work , and support a ny effort to 
refut e and ex pose the e rror you 
teach! Is this animosity toward 
yo ur perso n? A th ousa nd times 
no! It is toward what yo u teach! 

As long as there is mus ic not 
a uthorized by the Bible, there 
can no t be unity! T here can be 
forums held until the cows come 
home! But until so meo ne rolls 

"Miss Bertha" out, there can be no 
unity! Instrumental music is not 
the on ly issue! 

There is not: 
I. A command for instrumental 

mUSIC. 

2. An approved Example for in
strumental music. 

3. A necessa ry inference for instru
menta l music. 
W ere did it come from? It came 

from the mind of ma n! All the 
talking, discussion, forums, will 
neve r, ever, change that! Men 
build walls when they teach things 
contrary to the clea r language of 
the New Testament. Those who 
sympathize wi th wall builders, are 
themselves wa ll builders! ; 

912 E. Teresa 
Sapulpa, OK 74066 
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Homosexuality and 
Effeminacy 

by John E. Moore II 

.. Is it possible to be a homosexual, 
but not practice homosexuality?" 
Someone insisted that it is okay to be 
a homosexual if not active homo
sexually. They also claimed that people 
are born homosexuals. What does the 
Bible say about this? 

In I Corinthians 6:9, there are two 
words relevant to this discussion. One 
of them is the word homosexual from 
the Greek word arsenokoites, and the 
other is effeminate from the Greek 
word malakos. Both words play an 
important role in whether a man 
needs to change if he has sexual 
desires for other men. yet is not 
actively practicing homosexuality. 

Paul wrote. "Know ye not that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be riot deceived: 
neither fornicators. nor idolaters. nor 
adulterers. nor effeminate, nor abusers 
of themselves with mankind." (I Cor. 
6:9). The New American Standard 
version translates the last two words 
"effeminate and homosexuals." The 
New King James Version translates 
the last word "sodomites." In verse I 0 
Paul says such people "shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God." 

The word translated "abusers of 
themselves with mankind" or "homo
sexuals" or "sodomites" occurs twice 
in the New Testament- I Corinthians 
6:9 and I Timothy 1:10. In I Timothy 
Paul says. "realizing the fact that the 
law is not made for the righteous 
man, but for those who are lawless 
and rebellious, for the ungodly and 
sinners, for the unholy and profane, 
for those who kill their fathers or 
mothers, for murderers and immoral 
men and homosexuals and kidnappers 
and liars and perjurers, and whatever 
else is contrary to sound teaching, 
according to the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God, with which I have been 
entrusted"(! Tim. 1:10 New American 
Standard) (The King James and the 
American Standard translate the Greek 
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word arsenokoites "they that defile 
themselves with mankind" or "abusers 
of themselves with mankind.'') 

In the Greek Lexicon by Arndt, 
Gingrich and Danker, the word 
"arsenokoites" refers to a man who 
practices homosexuality. This word 
does deal with the act of one man 
having sex with another man. Thayer 
says. "(arsen a male; koite a bed) one 
who lies with a male as with a female, 
a sodomite." 

The word malakos translated 
effeminate, deals with attitude and 
conduct. It, according to Arndt, 
Gingrich, and Danker, refers to a man 
who is soft or womanish, and has a 
sexual desire for other men. The Bible 
says. "Therefore God gave them over 
in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, 
that their bodies might be dishonored 
among them. For they exchanged the 
truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than 
the Creator. who is blessed forever 
more. Amen. For this reason God 
gave them over to degrading passions; 
for their women exchanged the natural 
function for that which is unnatural, 
and in the same way also the men 
abandoned the natural function of the 
woman and burned in their desire 
towards one another, men with men 
committing indecent acts and receiving 
in their own persons the due penalty 
of their error" (Rom. I :24-27). The 
act is wrong, and the desire is also 
sinful. 

A man who lusts after a woman in 
his heart becomes guilty of adultery 
(Matt. 5:28). So. too, when a man 
desires a man, he shows himself to be 
effeminate and becomes guilty of 
homosexuality. A soft and womanish 
man is unnatural. 

When men desire men, these verses 
in Romans tell us. they abandon the 
natural for the unnatural, and God 
allows them to do that. Therefore 
people are not born homosexuals or 

effeminates, but it is a choice they 
make. God considers their passions to 
be degrading. 

We also see in Romans 1:32 that, 
"although they know the ordinances 
of God, those who practice such 
things are worthy of death, they not 
only do the same, but also give hearty 
approval to those who practice them." 
Not only is it wrong to participate in 
homosexuality and effeminacy, but it 
is wrong to approve of those who 
practice such, or want to practice it. 

To sum up, the word "homosexual" 
in J Corinthians 6:9, refers to one who 
practices homosexuality. A man can 
be guilty of practicing homosexuality 
if he lusts after men. The same is true 
of women who lust after women. 
Secondly, the effeminate are soft and 
womanish, and cast their desires on 
men, even if they do not physically 
participate in sexual relationships 
with other men. Thirdly, homosexuals 
and the effeminate are not born that 
way, they choose to be that way by 
abandoning the natural for the un
natural. They therefore have the power 
to choose to be otherwise. 

Those who practice such things, or 
want such things, need to repent and 
change. Paul says some people to 
whom he wrote did change. "And 
such were some of you; but you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but 
you were justified in the name if the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of 
our God." 

2613 18th Ave. North 
Fort Dodge, /A 50501 

(Editors note: Having eyes full of 
adultery is sin. There is a difference in 
a lascivious, salacious, lewd look, and 
the physical act of illicit sexual inter
course. The difference is in conse
quence. The consequence of one is 
more extensive than the consequence 
of the other. The lustful look or the 
overt act, if unrepented of, damns the 
soul. The longing for homosexual 
activity is sin. The physical act of 
homosexuality is more far reaching 
than the desire to do it, and is also 
sinful. Finally, we are accountable for 
what we think about, and therefore 
can control what we think about. "As 
a man thinketh in his heart so is he." 
"Not that which entereth into the 
mouth defileth the man; but that which 
proceedeth out of the mouth, this 
defileth the man." HAD) 



May One Congregation Scripturally 
Withdraw Fellowship From Another? 

by Kieth Alarid 

Some say one congregation may scripturally with
draw fellowship from another local church, and others 
say no. This is a question of congregational autonomy. 

One primary difference between the Lord's church 
and some denominations is that some denominations 
answer to a power higher than the local congregation 
(council, synod, and conference). Each congregation 
of the church of Christ is independent. It answers to 
no human leader in matters of faith, but is subject 
only to Jesus in matters of Biblical doctrine, and to 
her elders in matters of judgment and opinion (Acts 
20:28; I Thess. 5: 12; 1 Tim. 3:2; 5: 17; I Pet. 5: 1-5; 
Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22). 

The church is a monarchy. Christ the King is the 
head of the church (Matt. 2:2; 1 Tim. 6: 15; Eph. 5:23). 
Each congregation is to be under elders, and elders 
are under Jesus ( 1 Pet. 5:4). It is a matter of one 
shepherd and many under-shepherds. All local New 
Testament churches have the same relationship to the 
King. One local church is not over another local 
church. There is no provision, in the New Testament, 
for one eldership to oversee another eldership. The 
New Covenant tells us how the local church is to be 
organized, and is silent about one congregation 
supervising the affairs of another congregation. The 
silence is prohibitive, because God has spoken. 

There is no New Testament authority for a human 
organization for the church higher than the eldership 
of one congregation. Some possible reasons for 
congregational autonomy are: (I) If one congregation 
goes into apostasy, other congregations will not be 
forced to follow; (2) The seed of the kingdom, which 
is the word of God, is free to be planted at any 
location, any time, without asking any human organ
ization for permission; (3) If a congregation becomes 
stagnant, or departs from the teaching of the New 
Testament, its members are free to move to another 
location and start a new congregation. 

May one congregation scripturally withdraw fellow
ship from another? First, we must establish biblical 
authority for the principle of withdrawal of fellowship. 
The Bible authorizes withdrawal! Paul said, "Now we 
command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the 
tradition which he received of us ..... And if any man 
obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and 
have no company with him, that he may be ashamed" 
(2 Thess. 3:6,14). Paul said, concerning the immoral, 
"deliver such an one to Satan" (I Cor. 5:5). The 

purpose is to correct, and save (2 Cor. 2:1-11; 2 Thess. 
3: 14-15; I Tim. I :20). Withdrawal is always at the 
local level. There is not one New Testament example, 
or command, where discipline is to be applied on any 
level other than the individual, local level. 

Elders have no authority outside the local con
gregation. Members of the congregation voluntarily 
place themselves under the oversight of the elders. 
Bishops, in the local church, are to protect the 
congregation from false teachers, and from the 
immoral. The Holy Ghost gave them this authority, 
and charges the members to respect their rule (Heb. 
13: 17). 

If the church must discipline a member, it is 
effective only because of authority over the member. 
Withdrawal is possible only when there is control and 
power. Therefore when an eldership attempts to 
discipline a sister congregation, it claims authority 
over that church. 

The elders of one congregation have no Bible 
authority over the members of another congregation, 
and, therefore, no scriptural power to discipline the 
remote church. Denominations often govern local 
congregations by hierarchal control, but this is 
offensive to those who recognize the Bible as the only 
guide. 

A congregation may chose not to announce the 
activities of another congregation because of false 
teaching (or any. other reason). As a matter of 
information, it may tell other churches of its decision, 
but it lacks power to enforce its decision. Each 
eldership is to maintain the purity of the congregation 
under its charge. We are to have "no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness" (Eph. 5:11). Still, 
one congregation may not withdraw fellowship from 
another congregation without claiming authority over 
that congregation. Obviously, any local church, if it 
wants to, may isolate itself, and have nothing to do 
with any other church, but this is not the same as 
disciplinary action. 

How can the elders of one congregation know when 
to discipline another congregation? Must every elder
ship have knowledge of what is happening in all the 
churches of Christ in the world-or even in their 
area-and dictate acceptable behavior to each of 
these local churches? 

If a congregation withdraws from another con
gregation because it unknowingly invites a false 
teacher, and a third congregation announces and 
promotes the event, should that congregation be 
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disfellowshipped? The ramifications of one church 
underta king control of a nother church are unending. 

There is a differe nce betwee n marking false 
teachers, and withdrawal of fellowship from unruly 
members. Paul is not discussing withdrawa l of fellow
ship in Romans 16:17. Paul marked H ymenaeus, 
Alexander, and Philetus, but no local congregation 
withdrew from them, as fa r as we know (I Tim. I :20; 
2 Tim. 2: 18). Paul simply says, "Note these men. Keep 
your eye on them. They are wa lking in sin and will 
lead yo u astray. A void them!" 

Pa ul does not give the same a dvice as he did in 
Corinth (put this wicked person out- 1 Co r. 5 .1 3). 
The difference is, the rebellious who live a nd worship 
in a congregation are treated differently from the 
unruly who are just passing through. The former a re 
to be expelled, the latter a re to be avoided. 

91 April Wind South 
Montgomery, TX 77356 

Is Restoration 
A Dead Issue? 

by AI Brown 

It thrills my soul to hear of people who have broken 
their ties with the re lig ions of men to commit to 
Christ's religion. It excites me to read of those in 
o ther ages who dedicated themselves to knowing and 
practicing God's will , no matte r the cost. Out of love 
for that One who died for the m, they e ndured 
incredible hardship , ostracism, ridicule a nd persecu
tion, often to the point of death. 

Over the las t ha lf century, brothers have found men 
and women in various countries who have broken 
with the religious traditio ns of their fami lies to follow 
the gu idelines found in God 's word . Since C hrist said 
His word would never pass a way such discoveries 
should not surprise us. 

Members of the body of Christ enjoy great spiritua l 
benefits because daring souls in the past we re deter
mined to s peak where the Bible speaks, a nd be sile nt 
where the Bible is silent. We are indebted to those 
spiritua l gia nts who had the courage to "contend 
earnest ly for the faith once fo r a ll delivered unto the 
saints" (Jude 3). As these passed on, o ther men of 
faith and love a rose to lead the sa ints in the noble 
work of pract icing pure a nd undefiled rel igio n. 

Toda y, it is our responsibili ty to hold the gro und 
they gained through ma ny sacrifices. How well we 
succeed will be recorded in those books tha t are to be 
opened by the g reat Judge of a ll men a t the last day 
(Rev. 20: 12). 
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Every generation must dea l with the threat of 
a postasy. Some brethre n of our day, whose in fidelity 
is ev ident, ho ld only contempt for those who risk their 
lives, a nd accept hardship to teach and practice the 
once for a ll delivered fait h. 

One wonders why b rethren are wifling to give up 
the old paths. We read of those in ages past "who 
changed the trut h of God into a lie, and worshipped 
and se rved the creature more than the Creator" 
(Rom. I :25) . Concerning these it is sa id ," And even as 
they did not like to reta in G od in their knowledge, 
God gave th em over to a reprobate mind , to do those 
things which are not convenien t" (Rom I :28). There 
are some in every gene ra t ion who do not li ke to re tai n 
God in their knowledge. God abando ns s uch to their 
wicked ness. Unbe lief caused by selfis hness is at the 
root of every departure from God. 

J eremia h preached primarily to peop le who knew 
God 's law, but stubbornly decided to reject it. They 
had a nother agenda. The fascin at io n o f the high hills 
a nd gree n trees of idolat ry had a llured their sight. The 
prophet lifted up a tearful voice to plead, "Thus saith 
the Lo rd , Stand ye in the ways, a nd see, a nd ask fo r 
the old pa ths, where is the good way, a nd wa lk 
there in, and ye s hall find rest for your souls." They 
knew what was right. They understood the o ld paths, 
and the good way, b ut thei r shock ing a nswe r was, 
"We will not walk there in" (Jer. 6: 16). 

P eople still hatefully say to God, We w ill not walk 
in the o ld pa th s, and wi ll have none of the good way. 
To the ancient q uestio n, "Whom will ye tha t I re lease 
unto you?" Some religious lead ers sti ll a nswer, 
" Ba rabba s!" Christ is yet wo unded in the house of his 
friends. 
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Opposing S orne thing? 
Recently I came across an article 

entitled "Spirituality Is Not Opposing 
Something." The gist of this article is 
that opposition to things is not 
spiritual. The writer said, "Spirituality 
comes from positive things. I can be 
against all the bad things in the 
brotherhood, but unless I'm for the 
Lord and demonstrate it with my 
faithfulness, I'm no more spiritual 
than those -I oppose." We all recog
nize we must be for the Lord, and 
exhibit a life of faithfulness to God's 
word. We also must recognize we 
cannot be spiritual without opposing 
some things. 

The author of the article says, 
"None of our better known 'opposers' 
in the brotherhood would rate very 
high on a spirituality scale." Since the 
author is opposing those who oppose 
things, by his measure of justice he 
does not "rate very high on a spiritu
ality scale." This man has unjustly 
judged all those who stand against 
anything as not very spiritual. He 
should repent. 

The real question is, can we be 
spiritual without opposing things? 
The answer to this is a definite no! 
How can a person be for the Lord 
without being against Satan? How 
can one be for the right without being 
against the wrong? This is Pauls point 
in 2 Corinthians 6:14-17: 

Be not unequally yoked with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship 
have righteousness and iniquity? or 
what communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord hath 

. Christ with Belial? or what portion 
hath a believer with an unbeliever? 
And what agreement hath a temple 
of God with idols? for we are a 
temple of the living God; even as 
God said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore Come ye out from 
among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, And touch no 
unclean thing; And I will receive 
you. 
God, through the pen of Paul, says 

you cannot be for Christ without 
opposing Belial. You cannot be for 

by Michael Hatcher 

righteousness without opposing dark
ness. You cannot be for belief without 
opposing unbelief. You cannot be for 
the temple of God without opposing 
temples of idols. 

The author of the article mentions 
some· examples of what he has in 
mind. He condemns those who would 
"oppose modern translations of the 
Bible and use only those authorized 
by God: The King James and the 
American Standard." He has begged 
the question. The real problem is, Can 
we be for God's word without oppos
ing the perversion of that word? 

Those who oppose some modern 
translations of the Bible do so because 
some modern translations pervert 
God's Word. Under the guise of a 
Bible, they write creed books. The 
NIV teaches salvation by faith only 
(Rom. I: 16), premillenialism (Acts 
3:21 ), and total depravity (Ps. 51 :5; 
Rom. 7). Anyone who loves the truth 
must hate and oppose any perversion 
of that truth. 

He mentions that to "be regarded 
as spiritual" he must be against Cross
road ism and the Boston church phil
osophy. Again, the question is, Can 
one be for the church without being 
against those who would destroy the 
Church? The Boston Crossroad move
ment has destroyed and divided the 
Lord's beautiful bride for years. If a 
person wants to be for the church, he 
must be against this insidious move
ment, and anything else that damages 
the church. 

Those who add to the laws of God 
must be opposed. This is the trouble 
with the "anti" movement. Paul and 
Barnabas vigorously condemned in a 
most negative way those who tried to 
bind something that God had not 
bound (See Acts 15: 1-2). "Be ye 
imitators of me. even as I also am of 
Christ" (I Cor. II: I). 

The writer also states. "some think 
it's a lack of spirituality to believe the 
universe could be more than six to ten 
thousand years old." Again. the writer 
has avoided the real question. which 
is. Do we respect what the Bible says. 
or do we compromise with those who 
misrepresent God's word? If we accept 

the Bible as authentic, we must believe 
the earth is approximately 6,000 years 
old. If we are for the Bible, we will be 
against all attempts to wrest it. 

If opposition to error is non
spiritual, Jesus was not spiritual. 
Jesus, in his day, was a well known 
opposer. He opposed the money
changers (John 2:14-17; Matt. 21:12-
13). He opposed binding human 
opinions as laws from God (Matt. 
15: 1-9). He opposed the capricious 
questions of the Sadducees and 
Herodians (Matt. 22: 15-33). He 
opposed hypocritical Pharisees and 
Scribes (Matt. 23: 13-33). The opposi
tion of Jesus to sin and error is one 
reason the world hated Him so sin
cerely (John 7:7). 

But of the Son he saith, Thy throne, 
0 God, is for ever and ever; And the 
scepter of uprightness is the scepter of 
thy kingdom. Thou hast loved 
righteousness, and hated iniquity; 
Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed 
thee With the oil of gladness above 
thy fellows (He b. I :8-9). 

Blessed are ye, when men shall hate 
you, and when they shall separate 
you from their company, and 
reproach you, and cast out your 
name as evil, for the Son of man's 
sake (Luke 6:22). 

If the world hateth you, ye know 
that it hath hated me before it 
hated you (John 15:18). 

I have given them thy word; and 
the world hated them, because they 
are not of the world, even as I am 
not of the world (John 17:14). 

Ye that love the Lord, hate evil (Ps. 
97: 10)~ 

Unfeigned spirituality includes what 
one is for and against-the positive 
and the negative. The lover of God 
hates every false way. "Let love be 
without hypocrisy. Abhor that which 
is evil; cleave to that which is good" 
(Rom. 12:9). 

208 E. First St. 
Burkburnett, TX 76354 
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BROTHER ALLENS REPLY 
OF FEBRUARY 15 

February 15, 1989 

Dear Buster: 

The fact that I'm writing again proves that I am 
a liar of the first order. I said in my letter of 
January 31 that it would be my last. Frankly, it 
is hard for me to give up in a scrap, however, 
you said some things at the end of your last let
ter which gave me the heart to try again. I think 
it was the first time that you asked God's bless
ings on my family and me. If I read you cor
rectly, you are recognizing me as a beloved 
brother instead of a heretic. I know you would 
not bid Godspeed to one whom you consider to 
be heretical (2 Jno 10-11 ). Surely you can tell 
from the latter part of my last letter that I was 
hurt. Let me repeat that I love you, pray for you 
and wish only the best for you and your good 
family. By God's grace, I expect to see you in 
heaven some day. Speaking of heaven leads me 
to say that Morris Thurman died yesterday in 
Oklahoma City. Maybe you have heard about it. 
It won't be long until the two of us are on the 
other side too. 
You said something in your letter about my 
having a rebuttal for the publication (if you 
decide to publish). I assume this letter would be 
that rebuttal. You wrote first and last unless 
this is included. Until the last couple of 
exchanges you have written a great deal more 
than I. I'm not trying to get in the last lick but 
suggesting this might bring us to the place 
where we are more nearly equal in material 
written. 
Here are some things I think you have ignored. 
First, I believe a rebel is lost. I did not intend to 
say in the August 29 letter that such people are 
saved. I was describing what appears to be the 
majority of our folks whom some call faithful. If 
you will notice, I have "faithfulness" in quota
tion marks. It is my opinion that we have 
preachers who do funerals for these people and 
they "get them into heaven" by reducing faith
fulness to attending one church service a week. 
I probably misled you by saying in the same 
paragraph that all of us need grace. Grace will 
not save rebels. 
Second, concerning what you call Baptist bap
tism, you continue to overlook my point about 
obedience. Here is my view: The Bible teaches 
that a person with a penitent faith in the cruci
fied and risen Savior who is baptized in obe
dience to God experiences the new birth. Con
sider what you deny in rejecting this 



proposition. You correctly said, "There is no 
such thing as Church of Christ baptism." How
ever, you believe there are people in the Church 
of Christ who have been scripturally baptized. 
In like manner, I believe there are those among 
the Baptist who have been scripturally baptized 
without receiving Baptist baptism. There are 
preachers among us who teach error in refer
ence to water baptism (some have been pointed 
out in earlier letters) but the truth they teach 
on the subject is not invalidated by the error 
they proclaim. The truth taught by a Baptist 
preacher, namely. that one must be baptized in 
order to obey God is not invalidated by his error 
in relation to remission. 

Three, you ignore my point concerning the Bap
tists going to heaven or hell. You keep referring 
to the hell part but steadfastly refuse to notice 
my remarks about heaven. The only reason I 
said what I did about hell was to expose vulner
ability hoping you would do the same. That was 
a mistake on my part. I do not endorse Calvi
nism or the Baptist scheme of things. 
Four, you ignore the consequences of your doc
trine. If God's grace does not take care of some 
ignorance and failure on your part and mine, 
we will both be lost. Is there anything in your 
life out of line with God's truth of which you are 
not aware and which you have not specifically 
confessed to God? Buster. honest men all 
answer this question in the affirmative. If you 
answer the question negatively. you are dishon
est (which I do not believe). If you answer affir
matively, your contention that grace demands a 
specific acknowledgement of every sin (thought. 
word, action, commission, omission, ignorance, 
weakness, shortcoming, failure, etc.) or the 
Christian is damned is false. 

Furthermore, your view concerning the abso
lute necessity of confessing every sin specifi
cally to the Father or be lost means that one 
must come into Christ fully mature with no 
room for growth, possessing absolute knowl
edge (so as to teach perfectly and immediately 
know of every sin committed) with no room for 
growth in this area (contrary to 2 Pet 3:18) and 
if he, with these traits, experiences one lapse 
such as a bad thought. he falls from God's grace 
(the latter is exactly what the Baptists have 
accused us of teaching). I promise to deal with 
I Jno 1 :9 below. 
Five, you have failed to deal with whether your 
converts or mine need to be reimmersed since 
we do not teach the same things relative to 
Rom 6:3; Col 2:12; Mt 3:11. When it comes to us 
and our differences on baptism (I include oth
ers in addition to you and me). we don't ordi-

narily hear 'You can't be taught wrong and 
baptized right." The party spirit seeks to 
uphold "our" party as opposed to "their" party 
but the undenominational spirit deals with 
principles. 

Six, you chose to overlook the import of the dif
ference between you and Hugo McCord. You 
two do not teach the same on the war question 
or the indwelling. Which is hell bound because 
he cannot specifically repent of his incorrect 
teaching. make confession to God and beg his 
forgiveness? In your last letter you say this is 
beside the point and call it a red herring. Does 
this mean the grace of God unconditionally 
takes care of matters which you classify as red 
herring or beside the point? Do some of the rest 
of us have a right to help in classifying matters 
in this fashion? 

Now back to the head and the body. Of course, I 
believe one cannot persecute the body without 
persecuting the head. I also believe the head 
and body are one in the sense that there is a 
union between them. We have been united with 
Christ (Rom 6:5). "But he that is joined unto 
the Lord is one spirit" (I Cor 6:17). The man 
and woman in sexual embrace are one in that 
there is a union between them and this is in 
the same context with I Cor 6:17 (see 6:16). 
What I am denying is that Christ and the body 
are the same. The Bible says we are baptized 
into Christ (Rom 6:3) which means we are uni
ted with Christ (see references above). It also 
says we are baptized into the body of Christ 
(I Cor 12:13). I have Bible to back these two 
points. You say they mean the same but you 
have no scripture to support this position. If 
you were not mistaken on the indwelling, you 
would have no trouble in seeing how the Chris
tian is united with Christ and also a part not of 
his "figurative" but his literal spiritual body. 

The people of Acts 19:1-5, having received the 
baptism of John, were immersed for the remis
sion of sins (Mk 1 :4; Lk 3:3). I could take advan
tage of you and say since this is the point you 
emphasize so strongly. you likely would have 
accepted them but that would be to misrepres
ent you. They needed to be reimmersed because 
they had not been taught about Jesus beyond 
the baptism of John (Acts 18:25). They had not 
been taught the death and resurrection of 
Jesus and thus at the time of their baptism, 
they did not have faith in him as the crucified 
and risen Lord. In light of the facts, it appears 
that one who does believe in Jesus as the cruci
fied and risen Savior who is baptized in obe
dience to God would not need another 
immersion. 
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You say those baptized by the Baptists are bap
tized for the wrong reason and their baptism Is 
not valid (I think this Is true concerning some 
of them just as It ts·true concerning some of 
our people). When one of our people Is baptized 
for a wrong reason (e.g. as an expression of his 
having already died to sin as some of our 
preachers teach In reference to Romans 6) 
Instead of the right reason (e.g. the purpose of 
dying to sin as Romans 6 actually teaches - see 
6:4. 6. 7). Is his baptism Invalid? Can one be 
taught wrong and baptized right? The question 
Implies that one Is taught totally wrong. You 
make assertions but fail to deal with my point 
about baptism being primarily an expression of 
obedience (Mt 3:15: Acts 10:48). 

You ask if Baptists can be born again after hav
Ing been born again? Obviously. the answer is 
no. Now. can one of our people be born again, 
again? If the answer is no, why have you 
reimmersed some of them? I explained to you 
In the last letter why I reimmerse some denom
inational people. After study. they request it. 
You mentioned the Crossroads people immers
Ing some repeatedly. Buster, you more nearly fit 
into their camp than I do. The leaders In the 
Boston church don't believe A Campbell ever 
became a Christian. If he were living today. they 
would tcy to get him to the water again. I think 
one must understand all of the reasons or pur
poses for being baptized or he must under
stand one purpose which includes all of the 
others. The highest motive for being baptized Is 
the one which moved the Savior. He did it to 
obey God (Mt 3:15). Those who have HIS 
MOTIVE for being baptized experience the new 
birth although they may not understand remis
sion, the Indwelling of the Spirit, what It means 
to be clothed with Christ, what It means to be 
brought Into union with Him, etc. Your view Is 
that the motive which moved Jesus Is inade
quate. You think when one learns about remis
sion, he must then be Immersed again. Logi
cally, when he learns another purpose such as 
union with Christ, clothed with Christ. 
entrance Into the death of Christ, he would 
have to again be immersed. This could result In 
many baptisms but there is only one (Eph 4:5). 

You say remission in Acts 2:38 is part of the 
command. You further say that one cannot 
obey a promise. Can one obey the purpose 
which God fulfulls? Is man commanded to 
remit his sins in Acts 2:38? Since the gtft of the 
Holy Spirit and remission of sins are both func
tions which God fulfills, please explain logically 
why one must understand the latter and not 
the former. Where Is the hermeneutic rule 
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which says that what God does if stated as 
purpose must be understood but what God 
does If stated as promise does not have to be 
understood? Both are functions of God. It Is 
man's duty to obey. it Is God's obligation to for
give and gtve the Spirit. 
In an earlier letter, you asked why I can over
look Baptist error and not overlook Methodist 
error on sprinkling. Buster, why can you over
look the error I teach on baptism (as you view 
it) and not overlook Methodist sprinkling? You 
believe the truth I teach on baptism does not 
invalidate the error. I believe the truth taught 
by some Baptists concerning the necessity of 
being baptized to obey God is not invalidated by 
their error. Sprinkling is not baptism for an 
infant or an adult. 
Concerning Col2:12, I read both of your quota
tions and fail to see how they support your 
view, that is, unless you have changed posi
tions. In the past you have maintained that 
"the faith" Is belief that God in the act of bap
tism Is forgiving one's sins. I have said "the 
faith" is belief that God worked or operated in 
raising Jesus from the dead. It is faith In the 
resurrection of Jesus which gives immersion 
Its validity. Baptism saves by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ (I Pet 3:21 ). 
Please look at I Jno 1:7 again. It says. "If we 
walk in the light .... the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin." John does 
not say one in the light may sin. He says that 
one in the light does sin. That is why he used 
the present participle for cleansing. As one Is 
walking in the light, he Is being cleansed from 
sin. This is clear in English whether one reads 
Greek or not. If one asks, "How could one sin 
while in the light, he will simply have to argue 
with John. John was in the light and sinned 
(I Jno 1 :8). Was he in the light and fallen from 
grace at the same time? Or, is it possible for 
one to be in the light, sin and not fall from 
grace? Buster, the point of I Jno 1:9 is to show 
a contrast between faithful Christians and 
heretical Gnostics who claimed to have no sin 
(I Jno 1:8. 10 ). "If we confess our sins" means 
we are to acknowledge before God that we are 
sinners (something the Gnostics would not do). 
I Jno 1:9 does not mean, as I have mistakenly 
taught in the past. that one must catalogue 
evecy sin to God. Was the publican justified who 
simply said, "Be merciful to me a sinner"? (Lk 
18: 14). Were you and I wrong in praying for 
those brethren who responded at Memorial and 
only said. "I have sinned." Did Jesus make a 
mistake by saying the publican (an erring Jew 
under the law of Moses) was justified because 



he did not specify every sin? Were the brethren 
at Memorial still in a lost condition after they 
made confession because they did not specify 
every single wrongdoing? If you think the pub
lican was justified and if you think those at 
Memorial were forgiven without such specific
ity, does this mean the grace of God is uncondi
tional and obedience is unimportant? In my 
private devotions, I specify what I know and ask 
the Lord to forgive me of the sins of which I am 
not aware. I think I am saved. Furthermore, I 
think you operate the same way. Buster, I 
believe that all of our lives (yours and mine) are 
characterized by faith, repentance, confession 
and prayer. This is our lifestyle. We are counted 
as righteous by faith (Rom 4:3, 23-25) and we 
are continually being cleansed by the blood 
(I Jno 1:7). 

Do you deny that I was in a saved condition 
before the brother confronted me with having 
wronged him? I do not believe I would have 
stayed in a saved condition had I stubbornly 
refused to repent and apologize to him. I 
remember you apologized for something at the 
unity meeting we had with the anti-cooperation 
brethren at Arlington, Texas in 1967. I know it 
caused me to love and respect you more. The 
question is did you fall from grace and were you 
in a lost condition thirty seconds prior to the 
apology? · 

When I point out that A Campbell, T. Campbell, 
John Smith, Walter Scott and a host of other 
pioneer greats were immersed without a knowl
edge of remission of sins (they were not again 
immersed when they saw this truth). you dis
miss this by saying that it has nothing to do 
with Bible teaching. When I show that D. Lips
comb, J. C. McQuiddy, J. A Harding, Elam, 
Sewell, etc. took the same position on baptism 
that I do, you again point out that this has 
nothing to do with scripture. However, in 
attempting to show me wrong, you appeal to 
men. The reasoning goes something like this: 
No one in the sectarian world has been born 
again. Jimmy's view would mean that some in 
the sectarian world have been born again. 
Therefore, Jimmy's view must be incorrect. One 
thing is certain - No one can honor the pioneers 
who believed as I do on this issue and then 
condemn me as a heretic. We stand or fall 
together. 

As to grace and law, I think you may have a 
misunderstanding. There is a sense in which 
we are under grace and not under law (Rom 
6: 14). I'm sure you know the article before law 
in Rom 6:14 is absent in the original. Was Paul 
wrong in affirming there is a sense in which 

Christians are not under law? What is the dif
ference between what you are advocating and 
Paul's point that justification by law came by 
one's continuing in all things that are written 
in the law to do them (Gal. 3:10-11 ). Of course, I 
believe there is a sense in which Christians are 
under law (I Cor 9:21 ). I am not an antinomian. 
There are rules and regulations to follow. 

You ask if I object to my views being known. 
The answer is no. However, you are mistaken in 
your understanding concerning my emphasis 
on the rebaptism issue here at Harding. In 
thirty years, the subject has been dealt with 
once in a University class (the discussion lasted 
for a couple of days). once before a forum of 
about 300 church leaders and once at a 
preacher's retreat in Southeastern Oklahoma. 
Now, it has been dealt with seven or eight times 
in a Restoration History class taught in our 
School of Biblical Studies. The point is that it 
has not been a major thing for me. The same 
can be said about the war and divorce issues. 
However, I am planning a book (earlier I menti
oned books but I have decided on one volume) 
entitled Baptism and Rebaptism. The first part 
will prove the necessity of baptism for salvation 
and the second will deal with how much one 
must know to be baptized. Buster, what I object 
to is the way in which you have led up to the 
possibility of publication. I think you should 
have told me up front what were your designs. 
As far as my views on grace are concerned, they 
have been strongly emphasized in class, in 
print and in preaching. On rebaptism, I would 
rather have chosen my own time for going into 
print but I can live with whatever you decide to 
do. 

If I have overlooked anything, I did not intend 
to do so. I'm sick (to some degree, I have been ill 
for five months), my wife is sick and it is now 
2:00 a.m. I must quit and get to bed. God bless 
you, old friend. 

Brotherly. 

(signed) 
Jimmy Allen 

P. S. In the event you feel I have misrepresented 
you in any way, I think you should feel free 
to write a couple more pages. In this event, 
for the sake of balance of material written, 
I likely should write two more also. If you 
think it proper. it could stop here. 

If you decide to publish, a biographical 
sketch of each of us in the front would be 
in order. 
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BROTHER DOBBS' REPLY 
OFMARCH2 

Mr. Jimmy Allen 
Harding University 
Station A 
Searcy. Arkansas 72143 

Dear Jimmy. 

March 2. 1989 

Changing your mind is not lying. In every let
ter to you. except the first. I closed with expres
sions of goodwill. I have pursued this corres
pondence because the position you take is out 
of harmony with God's word, and may be eter
nally fatal to some. Therefore publishing our 
correspondence may be helpful. Your willing
ness for this to be done confirms my opinion 
that you are open and aboveboard. 

Your position on baptism (every penitent 
believer who is baptized to please God is born 
again, even if the baptism is not unto the rem
ission of sins) requires the conclusion that 
every sincere Baptist, Mormon. Pentecostal, and 
all others who are immersed in order to please 
God, are children of God. If some who are bap
tized in order to please God. but not for the 
remission of sins. are born again, then all who 
are so baptized must be born again, or God is a 
respecter of person. Therefore. according to 
your teaching. all Baptists. Mormons. Pentecos
tals, Seventh Day Adventist. etc. are saved. 

"Unto the remission of sins" is a part of the 
command to repent and be baptized (Acts 2:38). 
Baptists. Mormons. Pentecostals, etc. do not 
obey this command, and therefore are not bap
tized in obedience to God. To speak of baptism 
to obey God, but not unto the remission of sins. 
is a contradiction in terms. You have not yet 
adequately explained why you baptize Baptists. 
Baptists will not accept your baptism. If a 
member of the church presented himself for 
membership in a Baptist Church, they would 
insist upon baptizing him according to Bap
tist's usage. His baptism would not be accepted 
by the Baptists even though it was for the re
mission of sins. 

The commands of God are clear. If you walk 
in the light. when you sin, you know you sin. 
Otherwise. God is unfair. 

Concerning re-baptism: every person who has 
been baptized in harmony with the teaching of 
the New Covenant is born again, and to re
baptize such a one would make a farce out of 
baptism; every person who has not been bap-
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tized in keeping with the teaching of the New 
Covenant is not born again and therefore must 
be so baptized in order to be saved. There 
doesn't have to be much wrong with a baptism 
in order to invalidate it. There was not much 
wrong with the baptism of the twelve at Ephe
sus but Paul commanded them to be baptized. 
because they had failed to meet the condition of 
believing on Jesus (Acts 19: 1-7). They had been 
baptized in order to please God, but their bap
tism was not acceptable. They were baptized 
unto the remission of sins. but had not met 
another condition of John's baptism--believing 
on Jesus. Those baptized by John, who com
plied With the condition of believing on Jesus. 
received the remission of sins. and were not re
baptized. for example Apollos (Acts 18:24-26). 
and those to whom the 3,000 were added (Acts 
2:41). 

Please point out where a saved person is 
added to the literal spiritual body of Jesus (the 
essence of the God nature). If one is incorpo
rated in the literal spiritual body of Jesus. he 
would be very God. You think the Holy Spirit 
(very God) lives directly in the physical body of 
the child of God, and the child of God is one 
with the literal spiritual body of Jesus (very 
God). God literally indwelling man; and man 
literally indwelling God; therefore God literally 
indwelling God! That is rarified mysticism. Man 
cannot look on God and live (Ex 33:20), how 
then can God actually live in the physical body 
of a man. and that man in tum be in the literal 
spiritual body of God (Jesus). and not be 
burned up? I fear that your concept of God is 
inadequate. 

Jimmy; since you are keen on having a dis
cussion on the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. I 
will send you a letter opening that study, when 
this discussion is complete. We can then con
sider the war question. 

In Colossians 2:12 "the faith" has to do with 
everything God does in the salvation process. 
including the resurrection of Jesus. the cir
cumcision not made with hands, and making 
the sinner. dead in trespasses and sins. alive. 
This is precisely what the commentators I 
quoted to you say. One refers to it as a "co
resurrection" with Jesus. What "the faith" says 
is what we are to believe ("Faith comes by hear
ing. and hearing by the word of God)". Baptism 
saves, not by the resurrection of Jesus only. but 
by our burial with him. and resurrection with 
him--a co-resurrection. 

John says the cleansing of the child of God is 
conditioned upon confession of sins (Cf. 1 John 



1:7-9). Unconditional forgiveness is not in the 
passage. "If we confess our sins" we will be for
given: if we do not confess our sins. therefore. 
we will not be forgiven. 

You say "we are under grace and not under 
law": and then say, in the same paragraph, 
"there is a sense in which Christians are under 
law". You continue to affirm that the grace of 
God dispenses with some laws of God, but can
not explain why the power of God's grace does 
not remit all laws of God. If some, then all! God 
is not partial! 

You list a number of men you say agree with 
you--T. Campbell, A Campbell, John Smith, 
Walter Scott, D. Lipscomb, J. C. McQuiddy, J. A 
Harding, Elam, Sewell, but you forgot to men
tion Billy Graham. I deny that all of the men 
you mention agree with your position on bap
tism and grace. But. if they all agree with you, 
and the Bible does not support the teaching, 
then the Bible is right, and the men are wrong. 
Why not just appeal to the word of God to prove 
or disprove a proposition? 

Jimmy, at your invitation I have written these 
two pages. If you write two additional pages, 
that ought to wind up this discussion. Send a 
biographical sketch, glossy black and white 
photo, and any introduction you may want in 
the possible publication of our exchange. 

My prayer is that God will keep you in the 
hollow of his hand. I seek peace and unity with 
all men based on hearing and doing the words 
of Jesus. May God's will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. 

Buster 

Faithfully, 
(signed) 

At this point brother Allen broke off a ny fu rther 
discussion of the questions a t issue. 

Brothe r Allen did telephone brother Dobbs, and send 
letters that had nothing to do with the discussion, but 
sought to intimidate, a nd prevent publica tion of the 
letters. 

Finally, brother Allen did agree to the publication 
of the correspondence. Our only purpose in present
ing this information to the brotherhood is to contrib
ute to sincere Bible study in a way that brings us to a 
better und erstanding of Holy Writ. We ea rnestly 
desire to unde rstand the way of truth more perfectly. 

We regret tha t brother Allen did not send a final 
rebuttal, or provide the biographica l sketch he sug
gested. 

EDITORS, FIRM FOUNDATION 

LEADING THE REST 
Church Gospel songs 1 Hymns 

A Songbook From Which More Songs Are Copied 
In Other Books Than Any Songbook Published 

THERE MUST BE A REASON! 
• Greatest Songs - Greatest Selection 
• More Songs With Both Words & Music 
• Lower Prices Than Any Comparable Books 
•An All Purpose Hymn Book 

1990 Printing 
• Best Quality Paper 

Printing & Binding 

• Attractive, Easy to Read 

•Index · Both Titles and First 
Lines 
• Topical Index . 50 Subjects 
• Songs tor Special Singing: 

Choruses, Quartets, Spiri tuals. 
Song Practice, Sight Singing 

WE BELIEVE: More than 
95% of all songs are used 
in 95 % of all churches in 
any given worship period 
will be found in Church 

?ZS SONGS WITH WORDS AND MUSIC Gospel Songs & Hymns. 

WE KNOW: Up to 90% of all traditional hymns used from any 
songbook today are in Church Gospel Songs & Hymns. 
More Than 400 Selections of Greatest Hymns - a songbook 
within itself - and more than 335 Greastest Copyrighted 
Gospel Songs. 
WE KNOW: Many most popular songs, not in o ther Christian 
hymn books, are in Church Gospel Songs & Hymns. 

PRESIDENT GARDNER'S STATEMENT 
Dr. E. Claude Gardner, President, Freed·Hardeman University: 
"We are thankful for these wonderful books, (2,500 in Loyd 
Auditorium). In my judgment, 'Church Gospel Songs and 
Hymns' is the best of the books now being used in our 
brotherhood." 

OTHER COMMENDATIONS BY: Paul Epps; C.T. Johnson; Dr. 
Terry Johnson, President OCU; Max Wheeler; Ray Warlick; Her· 
shal Dyer and others. 

SOME EXCLUSIVES IN CHURCH GOSPEL SONGS & HYMNS 

Just A Closer Walk With Thee (As su ng by Harding University 
Chorus); His Grace Reaches Me (Both origi nal with solo and 
humming and new arrangement for congregational without 
solo and humming); Shall I Crucify My Savior (both orig. male 
quartet and new arrangement mixed voices congregational); 
God's Amazing Love, Come Unto Me (Burford); Living For 
Jesus (Barrentine); I' ll Walk With Jesus; & Others. 

OTHER GREATS INCLUDE: 
God's Family, Because He Lives, Our God He Is Alive, How 
Great Thou Art, I'd Rather Have Jesus (Shea) and 713 Others. 

1 CHURCH GOSPEL SONGS & HYMNS 
1 SET OF 4 STEREO CASSETTE TAPES 

{170 Songs - 2 Verses Each From Book) 
Sung by grea1 smgers: A Cappella Choruses: ACU. Hardmg. Freed·Hardeman. OKla. 
ChriS! ian. 1.000 10 3.000 Gospel Sing Song singers. 

SONGS AND TAPES MAILED ON APPROVAL INVOICE - $34.95 
1. 11 Songbooks {100 or more) are purchased - sel of !apes FREE. 
2.1F SONG BOOKS NOT PURCHASED: {1) You may keep lhe songbook and se1 ol !apes 
and pay $34.95 or 
(2) II you DO NOT wosh 10 keep songbook and !apes. RETURN FOR FULL CREDIT. 

FREE SET OF 4 TAPES WITH 100 OR MORE 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1·800·551·5030 

Order From: 
Howard Foundallon 

Howard Plaza· 1614 Hampton Rd. 
Texar1<ana, Tx. 75503 

or 
Central Prlnters & Publishers 

P.O. Box 1456 
West Monroe. La. 71294 

February I QQI 161 I 29 
FI RM FOUNDATI O N 



CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER L INE. T HIS SECTION IS DESIGNED 

ESPECIALLY TO ACCO M MODATE PREACHERS SEEKING WORK OR CONGREGATIONS 

SEEKING PREACHERS. O THER CHURCH RELATED MATTER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING 

WITH THE PUBLIS HER'S STANDARDS. SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: FI RM 

F O UNDATIO N, AD D EPARTM EN T. P.O. B OX 2 1 0876. BEDFORD. T X 7609 5 -7876. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Wanted- Mature preacher to work with the East 
Providence Church of Christ. East Providence. Rl. 
Write for details. 22 Wampanoag Tr .. E. Providence. 
Rl 02915. 

Minister needed fo r church of Christ. Ben son. AZ. 
Small congregation. Applicant must have some of 
own support. S 150.00 per week plu s housing and 
utilities. Contact: Bennie Metheny (602) 586-3842 or 
write: Church o f Christ. P.O. Box 845, Benson. AZ 
85602. 

Small town in Arizona needs preacher. Partial 
support. Hard field. no elders at present. Payson 
Church o f Christ. P.O. Box 129. Payson. AZ 85547. 
Phone (602) 474-4840. 

Wanted: Full time preacher for the church of Christ in 
Lathrop, CA. 50 miles south o f Sacramento. Small 
congregation . with eldership. and about 50 member s. 
Send resume to Irvine Willson. 2416 East Lathrop 
Road, Lathrop. CA 95330. Phone (209) 856-2234. 

Lockett Church o f Christ, a small ru ral congregation. 
needs preacher. Someone on reti rement will be 
better. Brick house, 3 bedroom. central heat and air 
furnished. Contact Bill Sm ith, (817) 552·7165or Rt. 3, 
Vernon. TX 76384. Or our present preacher. Dick 
Briggs. 552·2000. 

Preacher Wanted: Mature. full-time preacher sound 
in the faith and word. Send resume to Oildale Church 
of Christ, 2912 N. Chester Ave .• Bakersfield , CA 93308. 
Or call Larry Mixon at (805) 327-2054 or (805) 
399-5995. 

Congregation o f 25 in a community o f about 2,000 
people in the scenic Ouchita mountains of west 
central Arkansas is in need o f a full time preacher with 
retirement or other supplemental income. Housing 
and utilit ies o r a small salary can be provided . This 
congregation wants to grow and is willing to work. 
Contact : Robin Singleton (501) 326-4668 or write: 
Church of Christ. P.O. Box 469. Mt. Ida. AR 71957. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS. other books at g reat 
pri ces. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 G ibson Dr. , Henderson, TN 38340. 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. Lyle. Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection o f thousands of 
scripture references, each summarized and organized 
under hundreds of logically-arranged subject areas. 
Includes over 2,000 interesting, important discussion
stimulat ing questi on s. This extremely clear and easy 
guide to the Bible is a mu st fo r every Christ ian 's 
library. lt is ideal for Bible classes for all ages, and for 
cottage evangelist ic stud ies focused on the simplicity 
and power o f New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending 510.50 to Theo-Med Publishers. Box 1483, 
Colton. CA 92324. 

Tracts: UNITY IN DIVERSITY AND EVANGELISTIC 
AUTHORITY, Victo r M. Eskew. 1485 Catalina. 
Memphis. TN 38111. 51 .50 for both. 

Need a tax break? We want to sell several nice rental 
units. Willing to manage for new owner for a year o r 
so. Recover your income tax money through this 
good investment . (3 14) 364-7638. Please reave 
message. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE " BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. An 
easy, enjoyable. effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more in 
your congregation . Elders o r Church leaders write for 
free information to: Dan Lyle. 5916 Vandegrift Ave .. 
Rockville. MD 20851. 

WANTED- HOUSEPARENTS 

Manuelito Navajo Children's Home. Gallup, New 
Mexico is now accept ing appl ications from couples 
who are interested in serving the Lord Jesus Chr ist as 
houseparents. We o ffer salary, health insu rance and 
o ther benefits. If interested please call Hal Rogers. 
(505) 863-5530 or 863-3741 evenings or write Hal 
Rogers. Administrator. P.O. Box B. Gallup, New 
Mexico 87305. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale-an act ive congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Drive, Decatur, GA 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, 1, or 1000. Restora
tion Library. New location 2 miles North of OCC. 324 
S. Bryant, Edmond, OK 73034. (405) 346-6800. 

Need money! Very rel iable Christian couple wants to 
con sol idate loans. Willing to pay reasonable interest 
rate on the money. Will furnish excellent references. 
(314) 364-7638. Please leave message. 

Full time preacher wan ted for a small congregation of 
approximately 50 members. 3 bedroom house and 
utilities furnished. Salary negotiable and needs to be 
partially supported. Contact Bery Tucker (314) 
282-5784 or Paul K. Head (314) 283-5491 or send 
resu me to Church o f Christ. P.O. Box 40, Essex, MO 
63846. 

HOUSEP A RENTS 

NEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian 
couples who are interested 
in becoming 

HOUSEPARENTS 
for a cottage of boys or girls 
are needed at MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME. For 
information call (5 12) 589-
2871 or write 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina T X 7805 5. 

Small California church needs a reti r ed or semi
retired minister . New house and utilities and partial 
support. Send resume to: Hardy Reeves. 1553 
Corglat Drive, Newman, CA 95360. SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

FOR SALE 

HERMENEUTICAL AG NOSTICISM: A Cri tique o f 
Subjectivism In Biblical Interpretation. 59.00 ppd. to 
Major Premise Books. 11026 Wurzbach Road, San 
An tonio. TX 78230. 

IS IT LAWFUL? A Comprehensive Study Of Divorce; 
440 pp .. 30 wri ters. $11.95 prepaid. Order from Gary 
Fisher. 2120 Crystal Lane. LaGrange. KY 40031. 
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* NOTUITION 
*TWO-YEAR PROGRAM 
* V. A. APPROVED 

David P. Brown, Director 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78748 

(5 I 2) 282-2486 

Emphasis o n : 
Sound doctrine 
Evangelism 
Learning the Word 

Please put us in contact 
wi th prosp ect ive students 

SWSBS 



DIRECTORY 
• • • • • 

TRAVELING? 
VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

ADV ERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER 

LINE. YEARLY RATES ARE: $125.00 FOR 3 
LINES; S 175.00 FOR 4 LINES: $225.00 FOR 
5 LINES: $275.00 FOR 6 LINES: $325.00 
FOR 7 LINES; $375.00 FOR 8 LINES. SEND 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT. 
P.O. BOX 21 0876. B EDFORD. T EXAS 76095· 
7876. SEND NO MONEY. WE WILL BE 
HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 
FAIRBANKS. serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 t 1th Avenue. 
99701 Phone (907) 456-4921 

CALIFORNIA 
ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road. 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area. we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91 107. (818) 
791·2499 Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m .. 6 p .m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m .. 210 Fwy N. on Al tadena Dr. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST. SAN BERNADINO. 
CA. 3630 N. " E" St. Sunday 9:30 & 10·30 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 P.M. Call 883·5022 or Marvin 
Morrow. Mini ster. 883·5232. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS. 72309 Larrea Ave .. 92277. 
(619) 367·9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun 10:00. 11 :00a m . 6·00 p m .. Wed. 7:00 
p.m. Robert A. Stephenson. preacher. 

COLORADO 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Chr ist 
4690 S. Logan. (303) 78~4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

CONNECTICUT 
GROTON-Church of Chnst meeting at 291 
Osprey Or. Sun. 9:00 A.M .. 6'00 P.M Wed. 6:30 
P.M. Ph. 446-0676. 

FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER- Central Church o f Christ. 1454 
Bellea~r Ad Phone (813) 446-4808 Services· Sun. 
10:00 & 11 :00 A.M .. 6·30 P.M. Wed. 7·30 P.M. Billy 
A Oavrdson. minister. 

GAINESVILLE- 39th Ave. Church of Christ. 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi east o f 1·75. use hrghway 222 
exit. Sun. 9 a.m .. 6 p .m. Wed. 7:30 p m. (904) 376-
4343 or 373-7277. W. D. Jeffcoat. evangelist. 

JACKSONVILLE- WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd; (904) 771·5075 or 
77 1·2646; Sun. 10:00 A.M .. 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell. preacher. 

LAKELAN0-1807 SOUTH FLORIDA AVE. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M. & 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. e 

Robert McAnally, minister 682·4702, 665-8060 
Home of Florida School of Preaching 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 2 1 W. Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks. 
evangelist. 855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA- Midway, 7226 N. Tamiaml Trail, next 
to Ho liday Inn. Services: Sun. 9.30. 10:30 A.M .. 6:00 
P.M Wed. 7:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell. minister. 

SEBASTIAN- 1045 Marn St. Sun. 10 & 11 A.M .. 
6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Phone (407) 58~5140. Bob 
Winton, evangelist. 

SEBAING-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385·7443. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:00. Worsh ip 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 P.M. Jack H. McGhee. 
evangelist. 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA - Avondale Church o f Chnst. 4017 
Memorial Dr .. Decatu r. 30032 (404) 29~1475. B.S. 
9 A.M .. Wor. 9:50 A.M. & 6 P.M. (1. 1 mile inside 
1·285.) 

BYRON - 3 mi. from exit 46 ott 1·75. Son Hwy. 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy. 42 N - 2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. B.S. 9 A.M. Wor. 10 A.M.; 6 P.M. Wed. 7 
P.M Call (912) 956-3719-956-2099. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
STOCKBRIDGE-The church meets at 10:00 A.M. 
Call anytime you are in the area. Will contact 
rela tives or friends. (413) 232·7114. 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH - Duluth Church of Christ. 2344 Nanti· 
coke St . 55811. Sun. 10:00 & 11 00 A M & 6 P.M. 
Wed 7:00 PM. Phone (218) 722· 1984 or 722·187 1. 
Paul Curless and David Dalton. evangelists. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON - Church of Chris t, Col lege & 7th Sts. 
65616. Sun. 9:30 & 10:20 A.M. & 6:30P.M. Wed. 
7:00P.M. Phones (417) 334-3866 & (41 7) 334-3757. 
A. J . Hendr ix. minister. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN. near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB. 922 S. Central. 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence. 
minister, 878-1 162. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 4400 Knight Arnold Road, Memphis. TN 
38118. Sunday 9:30 and 10:30 A.M. and 6·00 P.M. 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Call 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker. 
minister, 363- 1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 North of Greenbrier. Tennessee • 
Between exi ts 98 and 108 off 1·65 • 25 miles north 
of Nashville • Sunday Bible Study 9:30 A.M .. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. • and 6:00 PM. Wednesday 
Brble Study 7:30P.M. • Roy McConnell, evangelist. 
Call (615) 85~3974. 643·0589. or 654·2091. 

TEXAS 
DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
3 12 Pearl St .. Denton, TX 76201. (817) 387·3531 
Sun. 9:00. 10:00 A.M .. 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
Home o f ANNUAL DENTON LECTURES. second 
week rn November. Dub McClish. evangelist. 

HOUSTON- FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway. (Exi t Barker-Cypress Road, 
1· 10 West) Sunday Bible Study 9:00A.M. Worship 
10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. Wednesday Bible Study 
7:30P.M. Phone (7 13) 492·1219. 

FOREIGN 

EUROPE 
The church meets in Banbury. England. U. S. 
milrtary bases and St ratford-Upon-Avon nearby. 
P. 0 . Box 122. Banbury. O xon .. England. Call (295) 
720990 or (869) 232490. 

(PAUL) & ASSOCiATES 

• Providing quality construction of church buildings • 27 years experience in church design 
• In-house architectural & engineering services • Various architectural services available 
• $40/sf average incl. pews, carpet, sound & lighting • Total management from start to finish 
• Introducing our new Williamsburg design • Interior design services provided 

CALL FOR VIDEO INTRODUCTION AND MORE INFORMATION 

581·8322 3600 O ld Bu llard TX 75701 847-0082 
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INTRODUCING TWO BEAUTIFUL BRAND NEW RECORDINGS, FEATURING SONGS SUNG THE WAY 
YOU REMEMBER THEM AND WANT TO HEAR THEM AGAIN. THESE DOUBLE LENGTH STEREO 
CASSETTES OFFER A SUPERB SELECTION OF FAVORITE SONGS THAT WILL ENRICH YOUR 
JOYS AND SOOTHE YOUR SORROWS. THEY BRING HOURS OF LISTENING ENJOYMENT. 
SONGS INCLUDED ON THE FOLLOWING CASSETTES FEATURE A SPECIAL DELIGHT -
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING UNDER THE DIRECTION OF FRANK CLEAVER. THESE SONGS HAVE 
NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY RECORDED BY SHOCK-WAVE SOUND PRODUCTIONS . 

.. JUST AS I AMrr 

• GUIDE ME 0 THOU GREAT JEHOVAH 
• WHY DID MY SAVIOR COME TO EARTH 
• THEY ARE NAILED TO THE CROSS 
• TIS MIDNIGHT AND ON OLIVE'S BROW i"e 
• MORE LOVE TO THEE 0 CHRIST eO i 0

0 . C· 
• I AM THE VINE eo\C-a.\: 0t0· e 
• READY TO SUFFER 0\..\\e o\ ~ -a.s\U.t 
• JUST AS I AM G0° 
• MY JESUS I LOVE THEE 
• DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF 

MANKIND 
• LORD WE COME BEFORE THEE NOW 
• I'M IN THE GLORY LAND WAY 
• SUN OF MY SOUL 
• GOD IS CALLING THE PRODIGAL 
• THE CHURCH'S ONE FOUNDATION 
• HAVE THINE OWN WAY LORD 
• I LOVE THY KINGDOM LORD 
• PURER IN HEART 0 GOD 
• NEAR TO THE HEART OF GOD 
• WHO WILL FOLLOW JESUS 
• SWEETER AS THE YEARS GO 

0 ~\ 
cotOe tes\ 

~e ot'c 
~tes\:0-a.\\-a.s 

\t' 

.. WHO AT THE DOOR 
IS ST ANDINGrr 
•NO NOT ONE 
• THE GREAT 

PHYSICIAN 
• ONLY A STEP 
• JESUS I COME 
• THE SANDS OF TIME ARE SINKING 
• VOICES ARE CALLING • 
• LORD I COMMIT MY LIFE TO 

THEE • 
• SAFE IN THE HARBOR • 
• SUNRISE IN GLORY • 
• 0 GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST 
• ETERNAL FATHER STRONG TO 

SAVE 
• MYGODANDI 
• WHO AT THE DOOR IS STANDING 
• BREAK THOU THE BREAD OF LIFE 
• GIVE ME THE BIBLE 
• BE STILL MY SOUL 
• THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT 

THAT NAME 
• ALLELUIA 
• ALMOST PERSUADED 
• NEARER STILL NEARER 
• SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT 
• EACH STEP I TAKE 
• THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU 

• WRITTEN BY TILLIT S. TEDDLIE 

THESE RECORDINGS PROVIDE AN ALTERNATIVE CHOICE TO MUCH OF TODAY'S RELIGIOUS 
MUSIC, RELYING UPON THAT FAVORED, TRADITIONAL, CONGREGATIONAL SOUND THAT WE 
HAVE LOVED SO LONG. A REMARKABLE BLEND RESULTS IN AN UNEXPECTED CLASSICAL 
QUALITY. A SPLENDID SELECTION YIELDS MUSIC THAT NEVER GROWS OLD. YOU WON'T BELIEVE 
IT! OUR NEW RECORDING PROCESS PROMISES TO CARRY YOU TO HEIGHTS OF EXHILA.RATING 
PRAISE, AND MOVE YOU TO TENDER MOMENTS OF ADORATION. CURRENTLY PRICED AT 
$7.95 EACH, THESE RECORDINGS REPRESENT THE BEST VALUE IN RELIGIOUS MUSIC TODAY. 
GET TWO CASSETTES FOR $15.00. BE THE FIRST IN YOUR CONGREGATION TO HAVE ONE. 

0 "JUST AS I AM" 

Shock-Wave Sound Productions 
Post Office Box 17594 
Fort Worth, TX 76102 

0 "WHO AT THE DOOR IS STANDING" 

NAME __________________________________ ___ 

ADDRESS ---------------------------------

CITY----------------- STATE _____ ZIP _ __ __ 
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DO WE WANT TO KICK HER OUT? 
by Steve Gibson 

In his Lubbock Civic Center speech , Randy 
Mayeux said churches of Christ cannot continue to 
"drive people away." He claimed sa ints shun such 
people as: (I) Followers of Calvinist radio preacher 
Charles Swindoll; (2) "Contemporary Christian" 
musicians, like Amy Grant , who have " no outlet for 
their gift" among those w ho oppose instrumental 
music in worship; (3) Women who preach before 
mixed audiences. Mayeux told of a teenage girl who 
"wants to preach, in some fashion , to men and 
women when she gets older," and asked, "Do you 
want to kick her out?" 

Maye ux poses slanted questions. People are not to 
be "kicked out" of the church. That might be an 
appropriate pejorative to describe the sin of Dio
trephes (3 John 9) , but it does not fit the cases he 
brings up. "Kicked out" does not describe th ose who 
discover that they are "not of us" a nd voluntarily 
leave the church (I John 2: 19). Neither is it a n 
accurate description of sou l-saving disci pline ( I Cor. 
5:5 , 13; 2 Thess. 3:5-6). Because of a "hard saying" 
Jesus gave, "many of his disciples went back , a nd 
walked no more with him," but the Lord did not "kick 
them out"(John 6:60,66). 

John does forewa rn us that th ose who reject J esus' 
sayings will not long walk with his faithful disciples. 
As the older preachers used to say, "The gospel will 
either draw you or drive you." Paul said it is a n a roma 
of life to those who accept it, but the smell of dea th to 
those who d o not (2 Cor. 2: 16). We must preach the 
truth "in season a nd out of season," realizing that 
some will "turn away" from it (2 Tim. 4:2-4). 

We a lso must preach the truth to young peop le who 
"grew up in the church." Church history is replete 
with dead religions whose members compromised 
principle to conciliate their children. New England 
Puritans, for instance, estab lished the "half-way 
covenant ," giving members' c hildren provisiona l 

status in the church, in a desperate attempt to stem 
declining numbers. T he "mixed multitude" it created 
was soon teaching universal salvation. The church 
cannot compromise the truth to retain members' 
children (Matt. 10:37)! It is more important to keep 
peace in the spiritua l family than the physical family 
(Matt. 12:46-50). God taught Aaron that truth is 
more valuable th a n well-pleased children when he 
forbade him to mourn the death of his sons who did 
not worship accordingly (Lev. I 0: 1-6) 

In 1972, Dean M. Kelly shocked the liberal 
religious establ ishment with his book Why Con
servative Churches Are Growing. He thoroughly 
resea rched flourishing religions in America and 
concluded that they all followed at least four 
"Minimal Maxims of Seriousness": 

I. T hose who a re se rious about their faith do not 
confuse it with other beliefs, loyalties, or prac
tices, or mingle them together indiscriminately, 
or pretend they are alike, o r of equal merit, or 
mutually compatible, if they are not. 

2. Those who a re serious about their faith make 
high demands of those admitted to the organiza
tion that bea rs the faith , and they do not include 
or allow to continue within it those who are not 
fully committed to it. 

3. Those who are se rious about their faith do not 
co nsent to , encourage, or indulge any violations 
of its standards of belief or behavior by its 
professed adhere nts. 

4. Those who are serious about their faith do not 
keep silent a bout it, apologize for it, or let it be 
treated as though it made no difference, or 
shou ld make no difference, in their beha vior or 
their relati o nships with others. (Dean Kelly, Why 
Conservative Churches Are Growing [New York: 

(Con tinued on Page 4) 
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Editorial . .. 

WHAT'S WRONG?-Part III 
by H . A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Most Scholars in the Christian Scholarship Movement are 
dedicated to forcing on us an innovative way of reading and 
applying the Bible. "Away with the old! All hail the new!" is the 
battle cry of these self-styled scholars. Pity the poor saints who 
lacked access to this enlightened way of searching the scriptures, 
and for many generations just read, accepted, and obeyed the 
teaching of God's word. 

The modern interpretative method of the Scholarship Movement 
requires lambasting the idea we can be taught by (1) positive 
statements, (2) implications necessarily inferred, and (3) approved 
examples. The new fashion is to insist that (1) truth is truth only when 
confirmed by personal experience, that (2) truth is ever changing and 
never the same, that (3) mortals cannot attain to absolute t ruth in 
religion, and (4) conflicting propositions can all be t rue. 

The Scholars soberly advise us to consider what the New 
Testament "meant" against what it "means" (See Cruciform 
Church, by C. Leonard Allen, published by ACU Press, page 34). 
This idea is so prevalent in the writings of those confirmed in the 
Scholarship Movement that it has become a shibboleth among 
them. Be alert to the phrase what a verse "meant as opposed to 
what it means" because it is a watchword of the Christian 
Scholarship Movement's newfangled hermeneutic . 

One of these Scholars, in sneering at the old and promoting the 
new, declares that the "modern person" in approaching the scripture 
faces a "geographical, linguistic, psychological, cosmological and 
chronological gulf between the ancient Near East and modern 
America." A failure to recognize that gulf, he says, results in 
reading into the Bible what seems "natural, logical, and common 
sensical." His scholarship, apparently, protects him from what is 
"natural, logical and common sensical." 

He then pontificates, "It is precisely this tendency that our 
traditional way of reading the Bible has fostered .. . the adoption of 
Common Sense, scientific ways of thinking tended to cut the biblical 
text loose from its cultural context, thus collapsing the distance 
between 'then' and 'now.' The strangeness was removed- and with 
it the need for serious historical interpre tation. One simply collected 
biblical 'facts' and arranged them into patterns, for the Bible said 
what it meant and meant what it said. Or so it seemed" (Cruciform 
Church , C. Leonard Allen, published by ACU Press, pp. 45-46). 

I am aghast at anything that puts down the "natural, logical , and 
common sensical," and scoffs at the idea that "the Bible said what it 
meant and meant what it said." Under the disguise of "then and 
now" advocates of a liberalizing interpretation of the Bible call for a 
change in the doctrine of the New Covenant, and an alteration in 
the mission and practice of the church. 

The holy kiss and foot washing are the two favorite targets of 
those who seek to shoot down Biblical doctrines on the excuse of 
what the Biblical text meant vis-a-vis what it means. The purpose is 
not to promote washing one another's feet, nor kiss ing on the 
cheek, but to inaugurate women leading in public worship, 



mechanical instruments of music in praise of God, extra congrega
tional authority in the church on earth, and such like. 

It is convoluted reasoning, having nothing to do with common 
sense, that offers the syllogism: (1) The Bible says we should wash 
each other's feet; (2) We do not wash each other's feet; (3) There
fore: it is okay to worship God with a piano, or allowable to have 
women elders and preachers, or permissible to observe the Lord's 
Supper Thursday night, and so ad infinitum. If a person wants to be 
excused from logic, that does the trick. "It is not in man that walketh 
to direct his steps." 

What is the lesson of John chapter thirteen? What did it mean for 
Jesus to wash his disciple's feet? The lesson and the meaning was, 
and is, lowly service to each other. Be humble, and therefore willing 
to bow down before your brother. Gird yourselves to serve one 
another. The meaning has not changed in the least. The text means 
now what it meant then! The teaching of Romans 16:16 has not 
changed! It did not mean one thing in the first century and a different 
thing in the twentieth century. In the beginning of the gospel the holy 
kiss meant respect, and it means the same today. I salute you, even 
now, with a kiss of charity. 

If the New Testament teaches foot washing and kissing, then why 
not argue that disciples today are to kiss each other, and wash each 
other's feet? Upon what rule of reason does any man conclude that 
failure to keep one command justifies ignoring other commands? 

A circumstance could arise in which it would be proper to wash 
the feet of another person, or give a holy kiss. I will gladly wash your 
feet, if it will refresh and encourage you. I will gladly kiss you on the 
cheek, if it will express platonic affection. I know of no one who 
objects to either foot washing or the holy kiss if it fulfills the original 
intent of the inspired writer. It is not a matter of ignoring the 
historical context, but confirming it. 

The Bible does not change in meaning from generation to 
generation or from culture to culture. It deals with eternal principles 
that never change. It deals with human needs, and aspirations, and 
they remain the same in every century. The basic needs of Adam are 
the basic needs of modern man. The fundamental need of every 
person is wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption. That was true of Adam, and it is true of you. Since the 
New Testament serves the unchanging needs of mankind, what was 
true "then" is true "now." 

The Bible does indeed mean what it says, and says what it means. 
Can any sane person think that the Bible says what it does not mean, 
nor mean what it does not say? If the Bible is not clear in its declara- · 
tions, it is a jumble. It is impossible for God, being God, to give us : 
instruction that is so ambiguous the average person cannot follow it? 

For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the 
scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of 
God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews 
require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach 
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the 
Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. For ye see your calling, 
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brethren, how that not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are 
called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of 
the world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty; And base things of 
the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to 
bring to nought things that are: That no flesh 
should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in 
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption" (1 Cor. 1:18-30). 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

(713) 469-3102 
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DO WE WANT TO KICK HER OUT? 
(Continued from Page I) 

Harper & Row, 1972], p. 121). 

Mayeux needs to reexamine his statements in light 
of Kelly's maxims, for they summarize the attitude of 
the Apostolic church (2 John 9-11). A faithful church 
cannot practice "open membership"; it cannot accept 
or retain "just anyone." The doctrine of Christ is the 
only basis of fellowship (Acts 2:38,42; Rom. 16: 17; 
I John I :7). Prospects must be encouraged to count 
the cost of discipleship and heretics must be quickly 
rejected (Luke 14:25-33; Titus 3: 10). Anything less is a 
lack of love for the Lord who gave hi s blood to 
establish the church (Acts 20:28; John 14:15; Eph. 
5:25-26)! 

Critics of church discipline make it sound so 
horrible, "Do you want to kick her out?" Christian 
discipline doesn't even come close to the punishment 
God decreed for apostates in Old Testament days: 
"Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto 
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him; neither shall thine eye pity him, neither shall 
thou spare, neither shall thou conceal him: but thou 
shalt surely kill him" (Deut. 13:8-9). The principle 
abides that we are not to pity the wrongdoer (2 Cor. 
13:2). But church discipline does not involve corpora\ 
punishment of any kind (2 Cor. 10:4). 

Nowadays, God merely asks that we withdraw 
support and fellowship from those who desert and 
rebel, to further the cause for which Jesus died (Eph. 
5: II ; 2 Cor. 6: 14; 7: I; 2 Thess. 3:6). Such a policy is 
actually most polite. No one thinks a butcher impolite 
who refuses to hire a vegetarian to work in his meat 
market; the butcher respects the nature of the 
enterprise, and no one complains. So it is with the 
church. God commands us to practice discipline for 
the sake of the cause a nd to be polite when we do it: 
"And if any man obey not our wo rd by this epistle, 
note that man, and have no company with him, that 
he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as a n enemy, 
but admonish him as a brother" (2 Thess. 3: 14-15). 

Therefore, congregations should let the Bible solve 
Mayeux's problem. Paul said, "But I permit not a 
woman to teach, nor to have dominion over a man, 
but to be in quietness" (I Tim. 2: 12). Paul also 
rejected John Calvin's system of Limited Atonement 
(Jesus "gave himself a ransom for all" [I Tim. 2:6]) 
and Enabling Grace (if we simply "speak the truth," 
men will "come to the knowledge of the truth" and be 
saved [I Tim. 2:4,7]). If I Timothy 2 means anything 
at all, it means churches of Christ should not tolerate 
women preachers who advocate Calvinism! 

The same goes for those who promote the unscrip
tural practice of instrumental music in worship (John 
4:24; Col. 2:22-23; 3: 16-1 7). Mayeux opines that Amy 
Grant left the church because she had no "outlet" fo r 
her "gift." For me, that strikes a little close to home. 
My father played on the Grand Ole Opry and I am 
also a guitarist in the Nashville Musicians Union. As 
a teenager, I appeared on television and the thought 
at least crossed my mind of touring with a bluegrass/ 
gospel group. Instead, I gave up performing hymns 
with the instrument ( in all settings) and chose to 
become a gospel preacher (Phil. 3:7). I can personally 
assure you that a musician no more has to play hymns 
to find an "outlet" for his talent than a sculpto r has to 
make idols to express his "gift. " The irony is, if 
Mayeux had his way, I would probably be off playing 
gospel music, and Amy Grant would have my pulpit! 

We hope Mayeux's girl-preacher will redirect her 
aspirations ( Acts 18:26; Titus 2:3-5). We realize, of 
course, that her doing so could drive brother Mayeux 
away. If elders had stopped his mouth when he first 
espoused such views (Titus I: II), he would no doubt 
have joined the Christian Church long ago. 

1404 Kingston Circle 
Tay lor, TX 76574 
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Extending Persuasive Invitations 
by Quentin Dunn 

Some minimize the importance of an invitation, 
and do not extend an invitation Wednesday night 
when only I or 2 non-Christians are present. Some 
song leaders lead only 1 stanza of an invitation song. 
About a year ago, I lead singing on Lords' day 
morning. I lead every stanza of the inviation song. 
Shortly after that, I was told they sang only one 
stanza of the invitation song. One preacher told me 
that there is no New Testament example of extending 
an invitation. 

Peter extended a very persuasive invitation on the 
day of Pentecost. He convicted people of their sins 
and told them to repent and be baptized. See Acts 
2:37,38. He did not quit speaking then. "And with 
many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
save yourselves from this untoward generation"(Acts 
2:40). He did not preach the truth and let the chips fall 
where they may. He persuaded them to be saved. 
"Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized; and there added unto them about three 
thousand souls" (Acts 2:41). Notice that three 
thousand souls were saved! 

People are moved by the fear of punishment, the 
hope of reward, and love. All these motives can be used 
in extending persuasive invitations. I want to discuss 
these three motives and make a few applications. 

Fear of Punishment 
Paul said "Knowing therefore the terror of the 

Lord we persuade men" (2 Cor. 5: II). He also said 
"And you who are troubled rest with us when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power" (2 Thess. I :7-9). I 
haven't heard these verses quoted when an invitation 
was extended in a long, long time! Sinners need to be 
convinced that they will be punished with ever lasting 
destruction if they don't obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

Hope of Reward 
It is profitable to talk about the great and precious 

promises of God when extending the invitation. The 
preacher can tell about the advantages of being a 
Christian, and the beauty of heaven. "Godliness is 
profitable for all things, having promise of the life 
that now is and that which is to come" (I Tim. 4:8). 

"And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away" 
(I Peter 5:4). The preacher also can tell about the 
glorious resurrection of the saved. 

Love 
"But God commended his love toward us, in that 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 
5:8). The greatest manifestation of the Jove of God 
was the death of Christ for our sins. It is expedient to 
elaborate upon the death of Christ and the love of 
God when extending the invitations. 

There are other points that could be mentioned, but 
these are enough to provoke thought. The urgency of 
obeying the gospel also should be emphasized. "Now is 
the accepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation" 
(2 Cor. 6:2). The unfaithful should be urged to return 
to their first love. This is just as important as urging 
alien sinners to become Christians. 

I thank God for all the preachers that extend 
persuasive invitations. I believe that some preachers 
could learn to extend more persuasive invitations. I 
hope and pray that some preachers will work to 
that end. 

1215 C Street 
Floresville, TX 78114 

(Editor's Note: Quentin Arthur Dunn died Tuesday, 
August 14, 1990 in Floresville, Texas. 

He was born July 14, 1918 in Rolf (Pontotoc 
County), Oklahoma. He attended Cameron College, 
Lawton, Oklahoma; Kioma County Junior College, 
Hobart, Oklahoma; and Abilene Christian College, 
Abilene, Texas. He served as a minister of the church 
of Christ since 1946. 

He is survived by his wife, Lillie,· two daughters, 
Sylvia Burnett of San Antonio, Texas, and La Nette 
Uzzle of Phoenix, Arizona,· one brother, Royce Dunn 
of Edmond, Oklahoma,· three sisters, Exa Roth of 
Houston, Texas; Elsie Prescot of Winnsboro, Texas; 
and Gerry Fultz of Midland, Texas,· and four grand
children. 

He served with churches of Christ in Mayhill, New 
Mexico; Hot Springs, Arkansas,· Hico, Texas,· 
Grandview, Texas; Brenham, Texas; Eldorado, 
Texas,· Seagraves, Texas,· Sand Springs, Oklahoma; 
Puducah, Texas,· Happy, Texas,· and Oilton, 
Oklahoma. He was minister for the Floresville 
Church of Christ from 1978 through 1983. 

Funeral services were at the Floresville Church of 
Christ, Thursday, August 16, 1990 at 3:00p.m. Burial 
followed at the Floresville cemetery. Lillie Dunn will 
continue to reside at the Floresville Nursing Center, 
1811 6th Street, Floresville, TX 78114.) 
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A Review Of 

''THE 

WORLDLY 

CHURCH'' 

By Earll. West 

(Editor's Note: Brother Earl I. West, B.A., M.A., 
B.D., Th.M., Ph.D., Evangelist, Educator, Author, 
Scholar has given us permission to print the 
manuscript of his speech on The Worldly Church, 
originally delivered at Harding Graduate School of 
Religion in Memphis, Tennessee. Brother West is the 
author of, Search for the Ancient Order. His 
knowledge of the history of the restoration plea in 
America is deep and accurate. The material will be 
presented in a series of four articles- Dobbs.) 
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The assignment given to me is to review The 
Worldly Church in the book's use of history. I 
earnestly wish that someone else had been given this 
task because I find myself differing from historical 
authors on their viewpoints on history in general, and 
the Restoration Movements in particular. Since the 
assignment has been given to me, however, I shall 
state my impression of the opinions expressed in The 
Worldly Church. 

This is not, ho~ever, to suggest that I disagree with 
everything they have said in their book. Anyone who 
has only mildly watched what has transpired in the 
church over the past half century recognizes the 
penetration of secularism among us. Just as greed for 
material goals towers over our nation so worldly 
ambitions and procedures overshadow the church to 
eclipse many spiritual features. Yet, I have some 
difficulty. 

To say that secularism in the churches is caused by 
our pioneer leaders "manipulating" the Bible is nai~e, 
at best. Secularism pervades all America-its govern
ment is shot through with it. Materialism dominates 
American corporations, and our whole economy. It 
has saturated every social educational and cultural 
institution in the nation. It has infiltrated the Roman 
Catholic Church, and overrun Protestant religious 
bodies as well as those who have sought to practice 
New Testament Christianity. To blame this on the 
pioneer leaders supposed fallacies in the way they 
understood the Bible cannot be taken seriously. 

Following World War II, we were generally active 
in establishing new congregations. However, we have 
changed, and not for the better. Almost all of us were 
then convinced that people had to obey the gospel to 
be saved from their sins by the grace of God. Driven 
by zeal and what we thought was a dedicated love for 
God, we worked hard; we gave generously according 
to our means; we established congregations; we erected 
new church buildings, and the church grew as souls 
were saved and men left denominations to take a 
stand for simple New Testament authority in religion. 

Today, the trend has changed. We are merging 
congregations, not establishing new ones. The result 
is that many churches are becoming quite large. We 
appear to be driven by an ambition to see which city 
can have the largest congregation. 

It is quite clear to me that we have borrowed from 
big industry whose successful management techniques 
have increased their profits a hundredfold. By an easy 
transference of terminology profits have come with us 
to mean big attendance and large contributions-our 
standard measurements of successful church opera
tions. Elders seek after a preacher who promises to be 
the best "Chief Executive Officer." In the same way 
that our industrial conglomerates reason we are willing 
to pay a sometimes handsome salary and even offer 
some fringe benefits in some cases. 

The elders become "the Board of Directors" to 



work under this spiritual CEO, and like industry, we 
are organized down to the smallest detail. Our growth 
comes not by reaching the world with a powerful 
gospel appeal, but by those already members of the 
church who move from one church to another, 
depending upon the popularity of the preacher or the 
program. 

These matters the authors of The Worldly Church 
have well stated! In pointing out the infiltration of the 
secular spirit in the church these authors have alerted 
us to a danger that has not only damaged the cause of 
a return to New Testament Christianity, but has 
changed e.very Protestant denomination just as 
radically. 

However, my task is to look more closely at what 
the authors of The Worldly Church have said about 
history-particularly our history in the Restoration 
Movement since this is one of the avenues, in the 
opinion of these authors, that secularism has travelled 
to make its entrance into the church. 

Here, I find the authors highly opinionated, boldly 
assertive and too confidently selective in what they 
choose as the base of their conclusions. 

The procedural patterns of the historical part The 
Worldly Church would make it possible to prove 
almost any pre-established goal. One can take history, 
for example, and out of all the panorama of historical 
data before him, by selecting only that which serves 
his purpose and ignoring others, he can arrive at his 
biased conclusions. Likewise, by plucking from the 
garden of philosophy only the choicest of flowers and, 
then, too, by snatching out of the Scriptures the 
passages that serve a given purpose~one can then, by 
the most selective use of His tory, Philosophy and 
Scripture establish his personal o·bjectives. Then, one 
might add to this, the charge that all who differ with 
him have "manipulated" the Scriptures. This would 
cast sufficient prejudice against the opposition to 
nullify them as intellectually competent and spiritually 
upright. 

This is clearly the procedure of the authors of The 
Worldly Church, a~ I see them. They condemn others 
for "manipulating" history and Scriptures to suit their 
own purposes, but appear to have done themselves 
what they accuse others of doing. 

Moreover, they employ broad generalizations 
without noting an opposing viewpoint. For instance, 
our pioneer forefathers are accused of concentrating 
on the Book of Acts and neglecting Galatians and 
Romans and the doctrine of grace. The authors assert 
approvingly that in the last quarter of a century our 
brotherhood has turned this around. 

However, when J. W. McGarvey wrote his com
mentary on Acts, he explained that he did this 
because Acts was a much neglected book. So well 
received was McGarvey's work that after the Civil 
War, assignments were taken by different serious 
students among us to write a set of commentaries on 

the entire New Testament. So, Robert Milligan wrote 
one on Hebrews, Moses E. Lard, on Romans, J. S. 
Lamar on Luke. 

Not all were as meritorious as that of McGarvey, 
but our brotherhood believed that all of the New 
Testament was inspired. They were concerned about 
all New Testament Christianity and wanted it com
pletely and properly understood. So, Acts was to 
them a vital book and a much neglected one. 

It is reasonable to understand why, they focused so 
intently on Acts, since it was the only writing in 
existence that told of the beginning and extension of 
the church in the Roman empire. Our brethren were 
trying to begin again, after centuries of decadence, 
simple New Testament Christianity, to disseminate it 
in the modern world. Because Acts was the story of its 
dispersion in the Roman world, it provided divine 
guidance for circulation in the modern world! 
However, in encouraging the study of this book, they 
pressed upon their fellowmen all other books of the 
New Testament. To our forefathers all were equally 
inspired. None was to be ignored. 

This raises a provocative point. Many in our 
brotherhood in modern times are avoiding the book 
of Acts. For example, the authors of The Worldly 
Church seem to focus on Ephesians 2:8-9 for their 
current "plan of salvation." "For by grace are ye 
saved through faith and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God; not of works lest any man should 
boast." Most of us accept the fact that Paul wrote 
these words by inspiration and we accept them 
emphatically as God's message to us. 

But, are we to assume that Acts 2:38 is a contradic
tion to Ephesians 2:8,9? "Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in tbe name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of your sins and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit." Was Peter not inspired when he said 
this? Is this still a means for procuring the remission 
of our sins? If these authors still believe in Acts 2:38, 
then it will be interesting to know how they merge 
their verse into Ephesians 2:8,9, without "manipulat
ing" the Scriptures as they charge our pioneer fore
fathers with doing! (More to follow.) 

3011 Woodshore Court 
Carmel, IN 46032 

Annual ~~sing into Spring" 
Church of Christ, 51 7 Bremond St., Franklin, TX 

April 26, 1991, beginning at 7:00P.M. and 
continuing until mid-night. Special groups and 

congregational singing. Fellowship space provided. 
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I Cease Not 
To Be Amazed 

by Joe Barker 
My wonderment is inexpressible, when 

I consider the unspeakable gift of God 
(2 Cor. 9: 15). The work of Jesus Christ 
astounds me, as it did people in the first 
century (Matt. 12:23). I join the twelve in 
being exceedingly amazed at the teach
ings of Jesus (Matt. 19:25). I awe-stricken 
at the mighty power of God (Luke 9:43). 

This world is full of amazing things. 
Engineering feats like the Great Wall of 
China, the Pyramids, and Stonehenge 
are ceaseless sources of fascination. The 
dexterity of athletes amazes me. The 
ingenuity of inventors, scientists, 
authors, artists, and musicians is flabber
gasting. 

On the negative side, another amazing 
thing is the irreverence that some 
professed Christians have for the word 
of God. I once had an acquaintance who 
played "rock-n-roll for Jesus." One 
sectarian body decided the church 
"should bend to changing attitudes and 
give its blessings to sexual relationships 
between homosexuals, unmarried young 
adults, divorced, and widowed people." 
During the recent Easter weekend some 
people in the Philippines nailed them
selves to crosses in the name of Jesus. 
One denomination has developed a ritual 
for divorce. There are many other 
examples of strange behavior and atti
tudes in denominational bodies. 

Some members of the church lack 
respect for God and His word. A youth 
minister in the church of our Lord played 
the role of God on an Austin radio talk 
show. A minister in the church was part 
of a committee to welcome the Pope to 
San Antonio. Some churches have turned 
their worship into a social club, and 
others observe special religious holidays. 

The rebellious irreverence of Judah 
amazed Jeremiah. Disregard for sanc
tified things dumbfounded Isaiah. They 
were amazed and dumbfounded because 
they loved God, and people. We dare not 
stand by, idle and dumb, careless and 
heedless, and watch people make a 
mockery of God and his word. We must 
protest boldly, and in Christ's name. 
"The night is far spent, and the day is at 
hand: let us therefore cast off the works 
of darkness, and let us put on the armor 
oflight"(Rom. 13:12). P.O. Box784 
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------BIBLICAL STUDIES------

The Work of an Evangelist 

by Lester K amp 

(Editor's Note: The following article is an excellent 
study of Paul's well known warning to the Ephesian 
elders. While teaching the elders, Paul reveals some 
important things about preachers. The words evange
list, preacher, and minister are sometimes used 
interchangeably in the New Testament. Every child of 
God is a servant. A servant is a deacon. Therefore 
every child of God is a deacon. Still, the New 
Testament also speaks of a deacon in a special, 
reserved sense. Men having certain qualifications are 
to be selected to work under the authority of elders as 
deacons. They were servants (deacons) before they 
were deacons. From among the deacons, deacons are 
to be selected. Children can obey the gospel and be 
servants (deacons), but they do not meet the qualifica
tions to be selected as deacons in the limited sense of 
the word. Women cannot serve as deacons because 
they cannot be "husbands of one wife" (I Tim. 3:12). 
In much the same way, every child of God is a 
minister, which also means servant. The word minister 
may be used, in the New Testament, in a special, 
modified way. In Ephesians 3:7-8 Paul uses the word 
minister to mean one who preaches the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. This is a special use of the term, and 
does not include all the saved, though all the saved 
minister-Dobbs.) 

God has placed special importance upon preaching. 
"For after that in the wisdom of God the world by 
wisdo·m knew not God, it pleased God by the foolish
ness of preaching to save them that believe" (I Cor. 
1:21). An evangelist has a heavier condemnation. 
Paul told Timothy, "do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry" (2 Tim. 4:5). "Take 
heed to thyself, and to thy teaching. Continue in these 
things; for in doing this thou shalt save both thyself 
and them that hear thee" (I Tim. 4: 16). 

Being a preacher is not just holding an office, or 
enjoying a title, but is also work. Paul's discussion 
with the Ephesian elders gives us insights into the 
labor of a minister. 

Association With Elders 

The work of an evangelist is in close association 
with elders. In mature congregations, elders are the 
overseers, not preachers (Acts 20:28). Preachers are 

not pastors. They, like the rest of the congregation, 
are under the supervision of the elders (He b. 13: 17). It 
should be noted, however, that preachers work for the 
Lord and not for men. Paul described it this way: 
"Serving the Lord with all humility of mind and with 
many tears" (Acts 20: 19). 

The evangelist is not motivated by the desire of easy 
money (Acts 20:33), though God ordains that saints 
financially support preachers (I Cor. 9: 14). 

It is obvious that Paul and the elders had a very 
close relationship of mutual respect (Acts 20:37,38). 
Preachers and elders should enjoy a warm relation
ship as they work together to carry the gospel to a 
world lost in sin. This should be the case especially 
when preachers warn about dangers to the church, 
and possible departures from the faith (Acts 20:29-
30). Preachers and elders need to realize that saving 
truth is supreme (John 8:32). It therefore transcends 
any man, or group of men. 

In Manner Of Life 

The work of an evangelist involves his life, and also 
his words (Acts 20:18). Paul practiced what he 
preached. Jesus condemned Pharisees because "they 
say and do not" (Matt. 23:3). Paul commanded 
Timothy, "be thou an ensample to them that believe, 
in word, in manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity" 
(I Tim. 4: 12). There must be agreement between what 
we say and what we do. If we say and do not, our 
hypocrisy brings shame on the Lord. It is possible for 
us so to live that we "adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things" (Titus 2: I 0). On the other hand, 
sanctimoniousness makes ungodly, modern pagans 
reproach God. "Do not they blaspheme the honorable 
name by which ye are called?" (James 2:7). Gospel 
preachers who run off with the secretary, or visit 
prostitutes, or lie, or cheat, or steal, or do any other 
wrong thing bring upon themselves a heavy con
demnation (James 3: I). 

Preachers are to give attention to being good 
husbands and fathers, good citizens, and persons of 
integrity. They must be examples in the Lord's work. 
They cannot expect others to do what they will not 
do. Preachers should be able to say, "Be ye followers 
of me, even as I also am of Christ" (I Cor. II: I). The 
lazy, indifferent preacher who thinks his only task is 
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occasionally to teach from the pulpit is a disgrace. 
The evangelist is also a minister, and a minister is a 
servant. 

Preach The Word 

The work of an evangelist includes preaching God's 
word publicly and privately. "I kept back nothing that 
was profitable unto _you, but have showed you, and 
have taught you publicly and from house to house ... 
for I have not shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God" (Acts 20:20,27). All the counsel of 
God is to be preached. Gospel preachers must teach 
the truth even when people do not want to hear it
maybe especially when people do not want to hear it 
(2 Tim. 4:2-4 ). 

Preachers must teach the truth publicly and 
privately (Acts 20:20). They must preach consistently 
and without prejudice (Acts 20:21). They must warn 
against error and false teachers (Acts 20:31). 

Study And Application 

An evangelist is to encourage the study and 
application of God's word. "And now, brethren, I 
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are sanctified" 
(Acts 20:32). God's people are people of faith. Faith 
comes from hearing God's Word (Rom. I0:17). 

Timothy knew the scriptures from childhood 
(2 Tim. 3: 15), yet he was to study (2 Tim. 2: I 5). He 
was to "give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine" (I Tim. 4: I 3). He was to give himself wholly 
to these things (I Tim 4: I 5). He was to teach the 
taught to teach others (2 Tim. 2:2). Preachers must be 
men of the Book who encourage others to read, study 
and apply the Book to their lives. 

Prayer 

The work of an evangelist relies heavily on prayer. 
"He kneeled down, and prayed with them all" (Acts 
20:36). "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much" (James 5:16). Prayer accom
plishes more than we think because prayer accesses 
the power of God's providence. All Christians "ought 
always to pray and not to faint"(Luke I8:1). 

A Great Work 

"How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things" (Rom. 10: I 5). Faithful proclamation of eternal 
truth is a blessing to the church, and world. 

Preaching is a great work. If we have tasted the 
good word of God, and the power of the age to come, 
we should think of ourselves as debtors to all men to 
show them the wonderful words of life. One who has 
the ability publicly to teach God's word, has the 
responsibility to do it. "For though I preach the 
gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid 
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upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel" (I Cor. 9: 16). Let us appreciate and encourage 
all who labor in word, and doctrine, and ministry. 
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A Preacher's Mistake 
The Parish Priest 
of austerity, 
Climbed up in a high church steeple 
To be nearer God, 
So that he might hand 
His word down to His people. 

When the sun was high, 
When the sun was low, 
The good man sat unheeding 
Sublunary things. 
From transcendency 
Was he forever reading. 

And now and again 
When he heard the creak 
Of the weather vane a-turning 
He closed his eyes 
And said, "Of a truth 
From God I now am learning." 

And in sermon script 
He daily wrote 
What he thought was sent from heaven, 
And he dropped this down 
On his people's heads 
Two times one day in seven. 

In his age God said, 
"Come down and die!" 
And he cried out from the steeple, 
"Where art thou, Lord?" 
And the Lord replied, 
"Down here among my people." 

William Crosswell Doane 



God's Evidence of Pardon 
by Stanley E. Sayers 

''The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a 
dream; and he that hath my word. let him speak my 
word faithfully. What is the straw to the wheat? saith 
Jehovah. Is not my word like fire? saith Jehovah; 
and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?" 
(Jer. 23:28-29). We must not follow phantasy but 
must stand upon the solid bedrock of the very word 
of God. 

FACTS AND FEELINGS 

''How long shall this be in the heart of the 
prophets that prophesy lies? Yea they are prophets of 
the deceit of their own heart" (Jer. 23:26). Their 
hearts deceived the lying prophets of Jeremiah's day. 
They allowed their sentiments to override good 
judgment. It did not matter that they had a right 
attitude. they were wrong in doctrine, and therefore 
condemned of God. Their dreams contradicted the 
word of the Lord. but they believed their dreams. 
and rejected God's word. They may have been sin
cere. and living in a good conscience, but they were 
still false and lying teachers. 

A wife received word that her husband was killed 
in action in the armed services. but he was alive and 
well. She was overcome with sorrow and did not 
cease from her grief. False information caused the 
same emotion as fact. What we believe to be facts 
control our feelings. If our facts are wrong. our feel
ings mislead us. We must get behind the feelings to 
the facts. To reason from feelings to facts is to follow 
fancy, and reject revelation. 

The proof of pardon is the word of God. If you 
can point to the teaching of the Bible. and know you 
have obeyed its clear commands. you have proof of 
your salvation. You are on solid ground. and will 
stand in the judgment of God. because his word is 
the basis of his judgment (John 12:48). 

Men may think. if they feel good. all is well. Saul 
of Tarsus was a lost sinner. but felt in his heart God 
approved him. You may feel good. and be wrong. In 
the last judgment many will say to the Master. 
••Lord. Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name. and 
by thy name cast out demons. and by thy name do 
many mighty works? (Matt. 7:22). These are sincere. 
religious people. People who thought they were 
honoring God. People who followed the ••deceit of 
their heart." Please notice that they were not few. 
but many. Jesus says. "Many shall say .... " Not just 
some, but many shall be deceived by their own 
hearts. 

In the time of final judgment many-many-will 
say to Jesus, ''Lord, Lord .... " But Jesus will say to 

them, "I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity" (Matt. 7:23). The context shows that 
their sin was in hearing the word of God, and then 
not doing it (Matt. 7:24-27). To hear and not do is 
iniquity. 

Who will enter Heaven? "Blessed are they that do 
his commandments, that they may have right to the 
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into 
the city" (Rev. 22: 14). Multitudes live as if God had 
said absolutely nothing about what He wanted us to 
do and be! 

HOW MAY I KNOW I AM SAVED? 

You may know your past sins are forgiven. Jesus 
said, "Y e shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free" (John 8:32). The context proves 
Jesus was talking about freedom from sin. "Jesus 
answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Every 
one that committeth sin is the bondservant of sin" 
(John 8:34). We can know that we are truly the dis
ciples of Jesus. "Jesus therefore said to those Jews 
that had believed him, If ye abide in my word, then 
are ye truly my disciples" (John 8:31 ). Continuing in 
the word of Christ is positive proof of true 
discipleship. 

How may I know my sins are forgiven? Not from 
the quandary of my feelings, for they are convinc
ingly unreliable. Only from the solid, sure evidence 
of God's own Word may I have assurance of 
redemption. 

Look to the commands of Christ, and ask yourself 
if you have obeyed his requirements. Jesus said, "He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." He 
also said. "Be thou faithful unto death." The test is 
simple. Have you obeyed his law to believe and be 
baptized? Are you faithful to him no matter how 
great the cost? When you can turn to the Bible, lay 
your finger on the scripture, and say, "This I have 
done." you can be absolutely certain God approves. 
If there is any word of God you have not obeyed, 
then you are guilty of iniquity. Iniquity is by defini
tion hearing and not doing. 

Your obedience brings joy. To know that you are 
reconciled to God will make you feel good. The re
joicing comes after and not before the submission to 
God's rules. The commands of God are not difficult, 
and you may know, and be perfectly sure, that you 
understand what he requires of you. You also can 
know if you are living in his word. If you abide in his 
word, the light of his presence will give peace to your 
heart. The eunuch of Acts chapter eight "went on his 
way rejoicing" after his baptism. It is as wrong for us 
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not to delight in our salvation as it is to not obey the 
commands. In fact, rejoicing in the Lord is a com
mand of the Bible (Phil. 3:1). Be happy in Jesus. Joy 
to the world, the Lord has come. 

"He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my say
ings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I 
Spake, the same shall judge him in the last day" 
(John 12:48). 2207 Chisholm Drive 

Duncan, OK 73533 
1}-

Peace In The Family 
by Robert Ball 

I am thinking today of the hills of Arkansas where I 
grew up. I remember the beauty of those hills, and the 
peace that comes from being with family members. 
Every person should have a family where love and 
peace abounds. I like to think that most people have 
fond memories of the place, and family in which they 
grew up. 

The Bible teaches that the church is a family. Paul 
wrote to Timothy, "These things write I unto thee, 
hoping to come unto thee shortly; but if I tarry long, 
that thou mayest know how men ought to behave 
themselves in the house of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth" 
(1 Tim. 3:14-15). Paul clearly says that the church is 
the house, or household of God. It is the family of 
God. The family of God must be characterized by 
love, peace, and unity. The writer of the book of 
Hebrews said, "Let brotherly love continue" (Heb. 
13: l). Paul said, "be at peace among yourselves" 
(l Thess. 5: 13). 

The Psalmist wrote, "Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It 
is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran 
down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went 
down to the skirts of his garments; As the dew of 
Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded 
the blessing, even life for evermore" (Ps. I 33: I -3). 

This beautiful psalm refers to anointing oil used to 
consecrate Aaron and his sons to the priest's office 
(Exod. 30:25,30). The oil running down upon his 
beard and clothing would be the result of pouring a 
generous amount on his head. 

The anointing oil is typical of God's grace toward 
His children. "In whom (Christ) we have our redemp
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace which 
he made to abound toward us in all wisdom and 
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prudence" (Eph. 1 :7-8). God's grace abounds toward 
His children, and God's children have an active faith 
that trusts and obeys. 

Mount Hermon was the source of the river Jordan. 
It was constantly gathering and sending off clouds 
that would float down over all Palestine. Mount 
Hermon was a source of physical blessings that are 
typical of the Spiritual blessings of God to the citizens 
of heavenly Zion. 

Mount Hermon provided life-giving rain to the 
hills and valleys of the promised land. The teaching is 
that God provides for the citizens of Zion, "for there 
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for 
evermore" (Ps. 133:3). 

Mount Zion represents the dwelling place of God, 
the Heavenly Jerusalem (Rev. 3: 12; 21:2). When one 
becomes a Christian through faith, repentance, con
fession, and baptism for remission of sins he or she 
becomes a citizen of that Heavenly City. "For our 
citizenship is in heaven" (Phil. 3:20). 

The writer of Hebrews said, "ye are come unto 
mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable hosts of 
angels, to the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made 

The Bible teaches that 
the church is a family. 

perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, 
and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaketh 
better than that of Abel (Heb. 12:22-24). The word 
"firstborn" is plural in the Greek text. It is the church 
of the firstborn ones. Those who have "come unto 
mount Zion" are members of the church made up of 
the firstborn ones. This is the one church of Christ 
which is his body (Eph. 1:21-23; Col. 1:18). ' 

"There is one body" (Eph. 4:4). Thus it follows that 
there is only one church. Those who are members of 
the one church of our Lord are "fellow-citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God" (Eph. 2: 19). 

When one is a member of the church of Christ, he 
or she is a member of a family like no other. It is 
wonderful when unity permeates the family. Unity is 
good, but only if it is based upon the proper standard, 
the word of Almighty God. When we have unity 
based upon the word of God, then, we will truly have 
peace in the family. 407 Jones Street 

Old Hickory, TN 37138 
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Holy Spirit Indwelling
Literal or Figurative? 

by Earl Trimble 

There are two extreme views of God's role in the 
care of his creation. Deism teaches "God exists and 
created the world but thereafter assumed no control 
over it or the lives of people." In essence, deism sees 
God's universe regulated by his fixed natural laws 
similar to a clock wound and left to run on its own. 

At the other end of the spectrum, Pentecostalism 
teaches God directly intervenes to override his natural 
laws in caring for the world and man. Pentecostalism 
denies the all sufficiency of God's Word by under
mining its role in directing man in doing God's will. It 
claims to manipulate God into having the Holy Spirit 
directly guide Christians to do his will. 

Denominationalists, generally, believe the Holy 
Spirit directly indwells them personally (literally, and 
immediately), and helps them, in addition to the 
Word, in living for God. Some brethren hold the view 
that the Spirit directly indwells the Christian person
ally, and gives some limited assistance, or benefit, in 
addition, but not contrary to the Word. Yet, these 
brethren have always claimed such a "direct opera
tion" of the Spirit is "non-miraculous." 

The writings of Alexander Campbell, and some 
other early restorationists, though they were just 
emerging out of denominational thought, show they 
had already begun to reason themselves away from 
the direct indwelling idea of the Spirit. Note a few 
statements Campbell made in his debate with Rice: 

a) "That if either conversion or sanctification is 
effected by theW ord of Truth at all, it is by the 
Holy Spirit through the Word alone." 

b) "That it is neither the Spirit alone nor the 
Word alone operating upon or within the heart
but the Spirit operating through the Word." 

c) "That God gave man reason and religion by 
giving him speech-and taught him the primi
tive words from which man manufactured the 
derivatives-so the Spirit of God, which is now 
the Spirit of the Word, is the origin of all 
spiritual words and conceptions, expressing 
spiritual things in spiritual words-therefore, 
in conversion and sanctification the Spirit of 
God operates only by and through the Word; 
and based upon the condition and faculties of 
the human mind, the influences and operations 
of the Spirit are the same after as before one 
becomes a Christian-that God does not cir
cumvent the faculties of his creatures." 

d)" ... the indwelling presence of the Spirit, 
through knowledge, belief and obedience-

thus disavowing any direct operation of the 
Holy Spirit upon or within the soul." 

Campbell came to view the Holy Spirit residing in 
the Word, and abiding and working in the human 
heart as the Word abided and worked there. His view 
was that the mode of the Spirit's indwelling determined 
the mode of the Spirit's operation. A direct indwelling 
meant a direct operation, whereas, an indirect 
indwelling meant an indirect operation. Such careful 
reasoning from scripture cannot be refuted? 

We see the trend of the restorationists away from 
the direct indwelling view reversed among brethren of 
our era. We continue to hear of more and more about 
direct actions of a directly indwelling Spirit from 
brethren. 

The expressions "non-miraculous" and "direct 
indwelling" convey conflicting meanings and are 
contradistinctive expressions. Just how far removed is 
the direct and literal indwelling ideas of the Spirit 
from full blown direct operation? Are our brethren 
who are of the direct indwelling persuasion adding 
fuel to the fire of Pentecostal expressions spreading 
among us? Bible study will disprove the claims of the 
immediate influence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
men. God has given us His revealed word which is 
able to make us complete in His service, and present 
us blameless before his throne." And now, brethren, I 
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are sanctified" 
(Acts 20:32). 

"For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner,~f the t~ough~s 
and intents of the heart" (Heb. 4: 12). All scnpture ts 
given by inspiration of God, ~nd is ~rofitab~e f~r 
doctrine, for reproof, for correctton, for 1nstruct10n m 
righteousness: That the man of God may ~; perf~ct, 
throughly furnished unto all good works (2. Ttm. 
3:16-17). "For this cause also thank we God Without 
ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word. of 
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, whtch 
effectually worketh also in you that believe" (I Thess. 

2: 13). 10121 Luella 
El Paso, TX 79925 

~ 
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Woman's Page 

WAYS AND MIENS OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN 

The first recorded lie was , as we could have 
predicted, told by Satan (Gen. 3:4). This was no 
accident; it was a deliberate deception, followed by 
other lies and misdeeds. Today, some people lie to 
make themselves look better; some, to cover up their 
sins a nd crimes; some, because they think this will 
make others feel better; others, because they think 
this will protect someone else. We seem less alarmed 
by lies tha n we once were, a nd many peop le have 
come to accept them as an indispensable aspect of this 
complicated century. J ohn tel ls us in Reve lat ion 2 1:8 
that a ll liars" . . . sha ll have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone .. . . " When we 
encounter a person who lies, we a lways wonder later 
whether he has chosen to lie or to tell the truth this 
time. When I was a small child , a woman who visited 
my mother frequently would tell her a shocking story 
and then declare, "I swear to God it's the truth!" and 
as often as not , it wou ld be a lie. I soon caught onto 
the fact that when someone repeated so mething Jana 
(not her name, of course) had said , she wou ld always 
conclude by adding, "That is what Jana said." Then 
the ot her person understood that it might be true or it 
might not be. Everyo ne who knew her was aware of 
her inclination to lie a nd to exaggerate. 

Some people make a llowances and compromise the 
truth with what they term "social lies." They think 
that the motivation , to keep from hurting so meone's 
feelings, justifies the use of an untruth . W hen I was 
teaching in a loca l high scho ol , I kept an old out-of
adopt ion set of books and used them from time to 
time because of the va lue of some of the literary 
se lections contained in these textbooks. One such 
sto ry was "The Wa ltz," by Dorothy Parker. In this 
little piece, the narrator is having a miserable time 
and constantly wishes she were anywhere else but 
there, while assuring her awkward partner that she is 

Lies Analyzed 

by Charline Lemonds Sexton 

simply delighted to be spending this time with him. A 
discussion of lying always fo llowed the reading of the 
story: Is it eve r necessary? Can we decide to tell the 
truth and never lie? If your best friend has her room 
redecorated in barf green and you hate that char
treuse, would you have to tell her that you hate it or 
could you truthfully find so mething you do like about 
the new look? Can you avoid lying? 

In Ephesians 6:4 Paul admon ishes fathers," .. . pro
voke not your child ren to wrath." I am afra id that 
sometimes parents need to be cautioned, "Provoke 
not your child ren to lying." It seems that some 
parents want to put the child into a difficult position 
and a lmost force him to lie to protect himself or 
someone else . 

Sometimes parents act ually train their chi ldren to 
lie. I once went with a friend to vis it a family who had 
not been attending worshi p regularly. After we rang 
the doorbell, the very pretty litt le six-year old daughter 
came to the door. When we asked if her mother was at 
home, she sa id , " I wi ll go and see." She turned to ou r 
left and went down a hall; we could hear her talking 
to her mother. When she returned , we expected to 
hear, "She is here; come on in" o r "She is not feeling 
well; could you come back another time?" Either 
answer would have been acceptable, but she turned 
her sweet , honest-looking little face toward us and 
sa id, as convincingly as if it had been true, "No, she is 
not here. I think she went to visi t Mrs . Hooper, down 
the street." I have no idea where they live now, but I 
have often wonde red how t he mother coped with the 
daughter 's teen-age lying if when she said , "Mom, I 
am going to spend the night at Cindy's ," when she had 
plans of an entirely different so rt. I have no d oubt 
that such deceptions were a part of their lives. I 
wonder if the mother could look at herself in the 
mirror and say , "You trained her well. " God told 
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Amos regarding the children of Israel," ... Their lies 
caused them to err, after the which their fathers have 
walked" (Amos 2:4). I sincerely hope that this little 
girl, in training for motherhood when I knew her, is 
setting a better example before her children, if such 
she has. 

A food product advertised on TV showed a mother 
exphining to her small son how the food came to 
have that particular color. She was obviously making 
a joke, but then the little boy would look at her 
askance and say, "Oh, Mom," she would insist, "Oh, 
no; I mean it." I do not see how any advertising 
company executive could have thought that portraying 
a mother as lying to her child would help the product 
to sell. 

When Thomas Jefferson was Secretary of State, do 
you suppose he lied about our dealings with other 
governments? If not, at what point did high officials 
convince themselves that they had to lie? If a 
conscientious Christian became governor or president, 
would he continue to be a conscientious Christian and 
abstain from lying? At what point do careful leaders 
convince themselves that lying is an essential part of 
high leadership? Would that we could clean out those 
Augean stables and begin anew! 

Often those who claim to be teachers of God's word 
tell the biggest "whoppers," and, though there is no 
such thing as white lies and black ones, if there were 
some tales promulgated by these men would fall into 
the latter category. If a 900-foot tall figure of Jesus 
Christ told someone to spend millions of dollars on 
an enormous project, the Savior we worship is a poor 
example of a business promoter! God inspired the 
wise king to give us the following message twice 
condemning lying: 

These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, 
seven are an abomination to him: A proud 
look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed 
innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked 
imaginations, feet that be swift in running to 
mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, 
and he that soweth discord among brethren 
(Pro. 6:16-19). 

What do you know about the character of Ananias? 
Only one trait comes to mind: He was a liar (Acts 
5:1-ll). He is so widely known as a liar that when the 
American poet Edwin Arlington Robinson wrote a 
poem about a man whose word was often not 
believable, he named the character and the poem 
"Uncle Ananias." How is that for a memorial? (I 
suppose that if you wanted to write a poem about a 
woman who lies, you could call it "Aunt Sapphira".) 

God, through the Old Testament writers, has much 
to say about lying; in the New Testament, he continues 
his condemnation of those who deal in falsehoods. 
This should solve and eliminate the problem, . but 
today we have business men lying to those with whom 
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they deal; men in high elected office lying about what 
they will do and about what they have done; children 
lying to parents and vice verse; men and women lying 
to their mates; Christians lying to Christians and to 
God; and those who claim to bring God's truths often 
lie, either carelessly or knowingly and deliberately, to 
those whose souls they claim to succor. We should 
remind ourselves, and teach others the words of the 
apostle Paul: "Lie not one to another, seeing ye have 
put off the old man with his deeds" (Col. 3:9). 

P. 0. Box 8400 
Fort Worth, TX 76124 
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A CAPELLA? 
by Benton Baugh 

Some think it is intuitively wrong for Christians to 
attend performances of other Christians imitating 
instrumental ntusic in a worship service. To many 
others, it seems intuitively right to attend a social 
event that includes a popular group using their 
specialized talents to praise the Lord. 

We have an intuitively right and an intuitively 
wrong for the same subject, to which we can conclude 
that intuition cannot be trusted. If intuition cannot be 
trusted, how do you decide the reasonableness or 
truth in a subject? The obvious answer is from the 
Bible, although both sides of the question may 
include Bible scholars. 

There are many ways to approach this subject. One 
way to show the practice to be wrong is: 

I. Instrumental music in a church service is wrong 
and therefore represents evil. 

2. Imitating instrumental music in worship 
service gives the appearance of evil and is 
therefore evil. 

3. A youth rally to praise God is a worship 
service, and, so, imitation of instrumental 
music in such a rally is evil. 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
IN A WORSHIP SERVICE 

Although it is not the purpose of this article, we will 
assume it is wrong (evil) to use instrumental music in 
a worship service. There is no direct command not to 
use instrumental music, but the type of music in 
worship of God is specified-singing (Eph. 5: 19). 

This is reinforced by history, which shows the first 
century church did not use instrumental music in 
worship of God. The use of mechanical instruments in 
worship was bitterly fought until approximately 667 



A.D. when the establishment (apostate) church 
accepted the innovation of instrumental music. 
Clearly, if you want to follow the New Testament 
pattern, you will attend worship services where 
instrumental music is not used. 

IMITATING INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC IN WORSHIP SERVICE 

Thessalonians 5:22 teaches we should abstain 
from all appearance of evil. If we conclude that 
instrumental music is an unscriptural addition to New 
Testament teachings, it should be reasonable to 
conclude that it represents an evil in the worship 
service. This is not personal opinion, but is the Bible 
defining what is wrong by defining something else as 
right. 

If instrumental music in worship is evil, the 
appearance (imitation) of instrumental music in 
worship is the appearance (imitation) of evil? It is 
reasonable to say that attempting to sound like an evil 
in worship service is evil. The talent to sound like a 
banjo is equal to playing a tape recording of a banjo, 
or for that matter of playing the banjo. We would not 
tolerate this in the regular worship service. 

We should say that if it is evil to have an instrument 
of music in worship services, it is evil to act like an 
instrument of music in worship services. 

IS A YOUTH RALLY A WORSHIP SERVICE? 

Some seem to think that a worship service only 
occurs in the main auditorium of a building controlled 
by the church, with elders watching, and with a set 
sequence of events. A devotional in a private home 
seems, to some, more like a social event than a 
worship service. The idea of an individual member of 
the church directing a worship service in his home 
seems foreign to many members today. 

What is a worship service? The term "worship 
service" is not a scriptural term. It is found nowhere 
in the Bible. We coin the term to indicate a group of 
Christians praising God. We must be careful or the 
artificial term "worship service" may provide artificial 
distinctions in the activities of the church that did not 
exist in the first century. Anytime, anywhere a disciple 
of Christ ·praises and worships God is a service of 
worship. Worship may take place both privately and 
publicly. It follows therefore that a youth rally where 
God is praised and worshipped is a service of worship 
and praise, and must conform to the rules of Him 
who is the object of the praise and worship. 

It is reasonable to draw the following conclusions: 
I. Instrumental music is not a sin of itself. There are 

many ways and places in which instrumental 
music can be played having no religious connota
tion. It is wrong to use instrumental music in 
worship services. 

2. If people in the world see members of the church 
imitating instrumental music in a worship setting 

they probably will say, What a bunch of hypocrites! 
3. If it is OK to imitate instrumental music, then it 

would be OK to use instrumental music. Before 
sending kids to another Aca pella Band presenta
tion, ask yourself if it would be OK to have 
instrumental music imitation -in the church 
auditorium at your Sunday morning worship 
service. Don't do anything that will leave the 
impression with your children that you are 
hypocritical. 

4. Youth devotionals are services of worship to God. 
There is no scriptural distinction between a worship 
service at a community hall, and one at a "church 
building." 

5. If church leaders arrange for youth to attend a 
worship service featuring imitation of instrumental 
music, the youth are taught that the appearance of 
instrumental music is acceptable to the leaders? 
Does it not follow that instrumental music itself is 
acceptable? If the appearance of instrumental 
music is not wrong, instrumental music is not 
wrong. 

If we are reasonable, we must conclude: (I) that 
youth devotionals are worship services: (2) Instru
mental music is wrong (evil) in worship services: 
(3) Imitation of instrumental music is taking on the 
appearance of wrong (evil) in worship services: 
Therefore it is wrong (evil) to support the activities of 
instrumental music imitating groups in worship 
services. Christian Array 

14626 Oak Bend 
Houston, TX 77079 

Who Then 
Can Be Saved? 

]. A. McNutt 

~ 

"Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto 
you that a rich man shall hardly enter the kingdom of 
heaven. And again I say unto you, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God. When his 
disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, 
saying, Who then can be saved?" (Matt. 19:23-25). 

The disciples' reaction was amazement. Some 
translations say astonished, bewildered, or astounded. 
What did Jesus mean? What was he saying to them? If 
they took his statement literally, it would be impossible 
for a rich man to be saved. If the rich are excluded, 
what hope does a poor man have? 
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WHAT DID JESUS MEAN? 

The context explains His statement. Our Lord had 
been talking with the rich young ruler, who loved his 
riches too much to make the sacrifice of his wealth 
Jesus required, and "he went away sorrowful; for he 
had great possessions" (Matt. 19:22). 

It was in this setting Jesus observed, "How hard is 
it for them that trust in riches to enter into the 
kingdom of God!" (Mark 10:24). The problem with 
the young man was not riches, but trusting in riches. 
Paul urges Timothy to "charge them that are rich in 
this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us 
richly all things to enjoy" (I Tim. 6: 17). 

It is foolish to place our trust in anything as 
uncertain as riches. Solomon gives wise advise, saying, 
"Labor n·ot to be rich; cease from thine own wisdom. 
Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for 
riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away 
as an eagle toward heaven"(Prov. 23:4-5). A covetous 
man is an idolater because he makes money his god 
(Col. 3:5). Riches are deceitful and can destroy our 
spiritual growth and development. Jesus tells us, "He 
also that received seed among the thorns is he that 
heareth the word; and the cares of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he 
becometh unfruitful" (Matt. 13:22). 

WHO THEN WILL BE SAVED? 

Being rich does not of itself mean that one will be 
lost, nor does being poor assure one's hope of heaven. 
Attitude toward God and money is the determining 
factor. Make money your god and heaven will never 
be your home. Trusting in poverty is as wrong as 
trusting in riches. 

There are many opinions regarding the important 
question, Who then will be saved? The universalist 
says all men will be saved. Universalist think God will 
not punish the wicked. They tell us the grace of God 
has appeared to all men and therefore, all will be 
saved (Titus 2: II). However, they fail to tell us that 
those who want to enter heaven must deny ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, live sober, righteous and godly lives 
in this world, if they are to have any hope of eternal 
bliss (Titus 2: 12-13). They also fail to recognize that 
the same passage of scripture that promises eternal 
life to the righteous clearly promises the wicked 
everlasting punishment (Matt. 25:46). It also is true 
that the same Greek word that describes the duration 
of eternal life, also tells us that the punishment is 
everlasting. 

The moralist says all good men will be saved. This 
teaching relies upon the false assumption that human 
righteousness will save without obedience to the 
gospel. This would be salvation based on human 
merit. It makes void the gospel, the blood of Christ, 
and the church. Cornelius, the devout centurion, who 
feared God, prayed, and gave alms, was a good man. 
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He was also a sinner, "for all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). He was good 
and lost! If being good saves, the angel presence made 
a serious mistake when he told Cornelius to "send 
men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is 
Peter; Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all 
thy house shall be saved" (Acts II: 13-14). 

Most denominations teach salvation is by grace 
alone though faith only. Denominationalist quote 
ve_rses of scripture affirming salvation by faith, and 
misconstrue them to mean faith only. The doctrine of 
justification by grace through faith alone is a flat 
contradiction of the word of God. James wrote, "Ye 
see then how that by works a man is justified, and not 
by faith only"(James 2:24). Those who teach salvation 
by faith only say love for God and repentance are 
necessary to salvation, which is not faith only but 
faith plus love and repentance. They exclude baptism, 
which the Lord joined with faith and repentance 
(Mark 16: 16; Acts 2:38). 

The Bible teaches God saves the obedient believer. 
The scriptures teach that faith includes works, or it is 
dead. "For as the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is dead also" (James 2:26). 
Conversely, a faith that works through love is a living, 
and therefore a saving, faith. Jesus said, "He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved (Mark 16: 16). 
The Captain of our salvation is the author of eternal 
life to all who obey Him (Heb. 5:9). 

The problem with the young 
man was not riches, 

but trusting in riches. 

Moreover, it is required that a saved person be 
faithful. Salvation is not a one-time event, but is a 
process. We grow in grace and knowledge, or we 
perish (2 Peter 3: 18). "For if after they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is 
worse with them than the beginning. For it had been 
better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 
But it is happened unto them according to the true 
proverb, the dog is turned to his own vomit again; 
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the 
mire" (2 Peter 2:20-22). 

"Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: 
behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, 
that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten 
days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life" (Rev. 2: 10). 

3393 Kirby Rd., Apt. 104 
Memphis, TN 38115 
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Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

A popular hymn is "Come, Ye 
Thankfu l People, Come." It is a 
good song on the theme of thanks
giving. T he author, Hen ry Alford, 
was a gifted writer, poet, artist, 
and musicia n. 

Henry Alford was born in Lon
don on October?, 1810. His fat her, 
also his ancestors in seve ral pre
vious ge nerat ions. were preachers 
in the Anglican Church, and early 
in life young Alford decided to 
follow the ir exa mples. At the age 
of sixteen. he wrote in the nylea f 
of his Bible these wo rds: "I do this 
day. in the presence of God and 
my soul. renew my covenant with 
God. and solemnly determine from 
now on to become His, and to do 
His work as far as in me lies." 

Young Alford graduated from 
Trin ity Col lege a t Cambridge in 
1832. a nd then bega n his public 
ministry in London. He rose 
rapid ly fro m one position to 
a nother. He became Dean of Ca n
tebury Cathed ra I a t the age of 
fo rt y-seven. where he remained. 
until his death in 187 1. 

Because of Alford's stren uous 
effort s. he suffered a physica l 
brea kd own in 1870. and died on 
J an uary 2. 187 1. During his li fe
time one of hi s unfu lfil led . cher
ished dreams was to visit the Holy 
La nd. He professed to have his 
eyes fi xed on the Heavenly J erusa
lem toward wh ich he claimed to 
journey. On his tombsto ne is the 
followi ng inscri ption: "A Pi lgrim 
Traveling to Jerusa lem." 

He translated and composed 
many hymns. Of his works. only 
"Come. Ye Thankful Peop le. 
Come" is sti ll in ge nera l use. It was 
originally titled "After Harvest" 
and accompa nied by the text " He 
that goeth forth and weepe th. 
bearing precious seed. shall doubt
less come aga in with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him" 
(Ps. 126:6). T he hymn origi nally 

by Edgar McFadden 

con tained seven stanzas, but only 
fo ur have remained in common 
usage. 

The first sta nza of this harvest 
hymn is an invitatio n and an 
exhorta tion to give thanks to God 
in the ea rthly temple- His Church
for the heavenly ca re a nd provi
sion of our earth ly needs. The fol
lowing two stanzas are an interest
ing commentary on the Parable of 
the Wheat and the Tares as 
reco rd ed in Matthew 13:24-30, 36-
43. The final stanza is a prayer for 
the Lord's return- "the final 
harvest home"- the cu lminating 
eve nt that Henry Alford sees as 
the ulti ma te demonst ration of 
God's goodness in His eternal 
purpose of man's Redemption. 

At the end of a hard day's work. 
also afte r eve ry mea l, it was cus
tomary pract ice fo r Henry Alford 
to stand to his feet and give thanks 
to God fo r the blessings enjoyed 
during the day. T his spi rit of per
petual gratitude is clearly evidenced 
throughout this hymn. 

Chri stians have much for which 
to be thankful. Their joy. of 
cou rse. is a continual state of mind 
a nd their prayer of thanksgivi ng 
neve r ceasing. Paul's instruction in 
Phi lippians 4:4 is: "Rejoice in the 
Lord always: and aga in I say. 
Rejoice." 

We ca n be thankful for tempta
tions. James I :2-3. "My breth ren. 
cou nt it al l joy when ye fa ll into 
d ive rs temptations: knowing th is. 
that the trying of your fait h wor
ke th patience." Verse 12 reads. 
"Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation: fo r when he is tried. 
he shall receive the crown of life. 
which the Lord hath promised to 
them that love him. " 

Complaini ng, on the other hand. 
will bri ng dest ructi on (I Cor. 
10: 10). We can be thankful for the 
ga thering together of the sa ints. 
Where else is there a gro up of 

peop le with like minds? Where 
else would there be any better 
peo ple? What a thrill it is to 
assemble with the brethren and 
praise God! What a privilege it is 
to proclai m t he dea th, burial and 
resurrection of His Son each first 
day of the week! 

Christians are created in Christ 
Jesus for good works (Eph. 2: 10). 
To be called a servant of God is a 
blessing. Our labor is not vain in 
the Lord. What a joy it will be to 
hea r Him say, "Well done, good 
and faithful serva nt." 

712 Imber Street 
Pasadena, TX 77506 

HOUSEPARENTS 

NEEDED 
Spiritually mature 

Christian couples. who are 

interested in becoming 

HOUSEPARENTS for a 
cottage of boys or girls are 

needed at MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME. For 

information call (512) 

589-2871 or write: 

Medina Children's Home 
Route 16, Box 75 

Medina, TX 78055. 
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LOOKING 
FOR TWO 
GOOD BOOKS? 
"Great Characters of the New Testament" 
1991 Memphis School of Preaching Lectures 
To be released April 1, 1991 
Over 550 pages. Cloth. 
$15.95 plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

"Great Characters of the Old Testament" 
1990 Memphis School of Preaching Lectures 
Over 550 pages. Cloth. 
$15.95 plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Special Offer 
"Great Characters of the New Testament" 

ONLY $13.50, postage included. 

Or you can order both books for 

ONLY $30.00, postage included. 
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Check or money order must accompany order. 
All orders must be received by April4, 1991. 
Books will be shipped no later than April 7, 1991. 
Address your orders to: 

Book Offer 
Memphis School of Preaching 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, TN 38118 



Ideas Have Consequ~nces 
by Willis L. Tebbs 

I often hear the claim that those who reject the 
theory of biological evolution as the true story of how 
humans came to exist, do so out of fear. We are told 
not to fear this "neat little theory." In reply, one could 
ask whether it takes more courage to reject evolution 
theory or to accept it in today's skeptical world. 

In promoting this neat little theory of evolution, it 
is overlooked that the Nazi holocaust was claimed to 
be justified by evolution, nor is it mentioned that Karl 
Marx wished to dedicate his foundational book on 
communism, Das Kapital, to Charles Darwin in 
appreciation for his inspiration. Nor is mentioned the 
on-going American holocaust of twenty-six million 
(and still counting) unborn babies in the United 
States whose brutalization is also frequently claimed 
to be justified by evolution. Some careful researchers 
tell us that the organization called Planned Parenthood 
had its origin in the desire to eliminate undesirable 
citizens before birth. Do these bawdy bedfellows 
paint a picture of innocence? I do not think so. 
Untold millions of people have been killed and many 
are daily being killed in the name of the evolutionary 
betterment of the race, Aryan or otherwise. 

It is also not realized that destructive critical 
methods of Bible "Interpretation" began when the 
truth of the creation story in Genesis was supposedly 
shown to be false by evolution. This setting aside of 
God's word opened the flood gates for a deluge of 
theories about how we should "Interpret" (more 
accurately we should say "deny and contradict') what 
the Holy Spirit revealed. The Restoration Movement 
may well have suffered its greatest injury when some 
accepted this supposed innocuous theory, which 
arrived from Germany shortly before the philosophies 
of Rationalism and (destructive) Higher Criticism, 
coming primarily from the same source. Ideas have 
consequences. and the consequences of error can be 
disastrous. 

The viewpoint that those rejecting evolution theory 
do so out of fear reflects in microcosm a much larger 
conflict of views. Accusations of being narrow, rigid, 
inflexible, ignorant, and reactionary are standard 
barbs hurled by the public media, directed toward 
people who are moral, Christian, God-fearing, or 
conservative. These darts hit their mark and accom
plish their intended purpose when they are directed 
toward those who are ashamed of public ridicule, as 
was Peter at the crucifixion of our Lord, but we must 
rise above fear of public ridicule. Peter's sin of being 
ashamed of his Lord may be the greatest temptation 
of educated Christians today. 

Let us now look at the accusation of fearfulness. 

Let us consider the practice of using psychological 
diagnoses as a mechanism to decide truth or to put 
down opposing views. I suggest that it is an error to 
shift the issue from truth based upon logic, reason, 
and evidence to that of guessing what psychological 
motivation underlies an opponent's views. If there is 
scientific or Bible evidence for evolution, let us hear 
that evidence. We should stick to the question of 
evidence rather than engaging in ad hominem asser
tions that those who do not see things the way we do 
must be mentally or emotionally unhealthy. 

Psychological diagnoses are very subjective at best. 
They serve whatever purpose the one making the 
diagnosis has for them. One might say they are 
wonderfully flexible instruments, like a live goose's 
neck serving as a croquet mallet in an Alice-in
Wonderland game. 

I suggest that the subtle shift from the realm of 
science to that of psychological accusation is a serious 
mistake. Unfortunately, it usually goes unchallenged, 
with the listeners or readers not realizing the shift out 
of the realm of reason and objectivity into the realm 
of mystical shamanism. Several years ago I became 
aware of this mechanism when I observed it being 
employed to move from discussions of morality into 
cabalistic, convoluted labyrinths of subjective psy
chology. You will recognize the statement commonly 
used to effect the transition. Have you heard the 
statement lately: "I can handle that"? This incantation 
often shifts attention from considering whether some
thing is moral, harmful, destructive, or repugnant to 
considering whether one is tolerant enough to "handle 
it." Those who wish to appear broad-minded may 
allow the subject of discussion to shift from propriety 
to that of tolerance, hence moving into the arena of 
relative values, in their desire to have a good image. 
This "good image" has then come to life and become 
an idol. 

A few years ago, a student told me of a respected 
teacher who had told her that proponents of Biblical 
creation were "dishonest." I do not doubt the sincerity 
of that teacher, but his statement closed the student's 
mind to further consideration of the scientific evidence 
for Bible accuracy put forth by anyone. This was a 
classic example of poisoning the well, that is, attacking 
the credibility of the opposition with epithets. We 
should all try to see that the search for truth is 
conducted in a way that deals with evidence or the 
lack of evidence. Any of us can fall into the fallacy of 
focusing on side issues, but we also can help each 
other keep our attention on the right questions. 

I recommend an experiment for the reader to test 
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whether conservative or liberal advocates (either 
political or religious) are more prone to rush to attack 
the opposition with psychological accusations. Watch 
in television programs, so-called "news" reports, 
sermons, and newspapers in the next few days. 
Observe when anyone begins to paint a biased picture 
of those they oppose, especially speculating on the 
psychological motivation of those they describe. 
Watch who sticks to the subject of discussion and 
who resorts to derision and speculation beyond 
objective verification. You may be surprised by the 
results. Let me know what you observe. 

1831 N.E. 121st Ave. 
Portland, OR 97220 
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ARCHAIC? 
by Howard Horton 

A sister in Christ was ridiculed at the Nashville, 
Tennessee "Jubilee" because she asked men to leave 
her room of instruction. She knows what the New 
Testament teaches about women usurping authority 
over men. Consider just how clear the divine directive 
is, "But I suffer not woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man. but to be in silence" (I Tim. 
2:12). 

There isn't anything muddy about the meaning of 
this verse. Anyway, one of her sisters in Christ 
responded by saying, "This is archaic!" The question 
this raises is, Does the passing of time cancel Holy 
Writ? 

It is written in Exodus 34:27. "And the Lord said 
unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the 
tenor of these words, I have made a covenant with 
thee and with Israel." Roughly 800 years after God 
told Moses what to write, there lived a young King by 
the name of Josiah (2 Kings 21:26-33). The High 
Priest. Hilkiah, found a copy of the Law God told 
Moses to write. The High Priest gave the Law to the 
scribe, Shaphan, to read. Shaphan read the words to 
Josiah (2 Kings 22: I 0). When the young king heard 
the words, "he rent his clothes" (2 Kings 22: II). If the 
passing of time makes void the words of God, why did 
the young king rent his clothes? The answer is. 
because "our fathers have not hearkened unto the 
words of this book, to do according unto all that 
which is written concerning us" (2 Kings 22: 13b). 

King Josiah understood that the passing of time 
does not negate the Word of God. Jesus nailed the 
Old Law to the cross" (Col. 2:14-16). The death of 
Christ replaced the commands of Moses Law with a 
new, better. and more glorious law, not the passing of 
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time. The authority that originally gave the law has 
the power to repeal the law, but those who are under 
the law may not disregard it merely because of its age. 

The good King Josiah "commanded all the people 
saying, Keep the Passover unto the Lord your God, as 
it is written in the book of this covenant" (2 Kings 
23:21). The book of the covenant was almost one 
thousand years old, but it was to be obeyed until 
replaced because the passing of time does not make 
void a word from God. 

A few thousand years after Josiah honored the 
binding law of God with obedience, a female saint 
informs us that I Timothy 2: 12 is archaic, and it 
should be ignored. God commands, a woman coun
termands. The wickedness of Jerusalem is described 
in these words, "She obeyed not the voice; she 
received not correction; she trusted not in the Lord; 
she drew not near to her God" (Zeph. 3:2). "And 
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband 
with her; and he did eat" (Gen. 3:6). 

The word of God is powerful, living, active, sharp, 
penetrating, and enduring. We must carefully obey 
the written word of the Jiving God. 

It is written, "But I suffer not a woman to teach. 
nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in 
silence." (I Tim. 2: 12). This command is as much in 
force today, as it was when Paul wrote it. 

It is written, "Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual song, singing and making melody 
in your heart to the Lord." (Eph. 5:19). This is as 
binding today as it was when first penned by the 
Apostle. 

It is written, "And I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and 
shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso 
marrieth her which is put away doth commit 
adultery" (Matt. 19:9). This rule has been continuously 
in force "from the beginning." 

It is written, "Preach the word; be instant in season. 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long 
suffering and doctrine. For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers. 
having itching ears" (2 Tim. 4:2-3). 

It is written, "Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned" (Mark 16:15-16). This requirement for 
salvation may be archaic in the sense of being ancient. 
but it is not archaic in the sense of being obsolete. 
Those who think not should take another look at 
John 12:48 and I Peter 1:25. 

"Being born again. not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God. which liveth and 
abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the 



glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the 
word which by the gospel is preached unto you" 
(I Peter I :23-25). "And I saw the dead, small and 
great. stand before God; and the books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, according to their 
works" (Rev. 20: 12). 

We should tremble at the spectacle of someone 
boldly declaring that the binding word of God is out 
of date, and therefore unnecessary. We must have 
that old time religion. It was good for Paul an_d Silas, 
and ought to be good enough for us. 912 E. Teresa 

Sapulpa, OK 74066 

A New Book On Hermeneutics! 

"RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD" 
Volume II 

More than 540 pages on Special Hermeneutics, 
written by men of unquestioned soundness! 

$14.00 per copy, plus $2.00 postage. 
This is the Shenandoah lectureship of 1991. 

"RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD" 
Volume I- $14.00 per copy, plus $2.00 postage. 

Shenandoah Church of Christ 
11026 Wurzbach Road 

San Antonio, TX 78230 

Cane Ridge Preservation Project 
by Adron Doran 

A greater interest has been developed in recent years 
among members of churches of Christ in the Restora
tion Movement, the role of Barton Warren Stone and 
the site of the Cane Ridge meetinghouse in Bourbon 
County, Kentucky. The old Cane Ridge church is 
located five miles east of Paris, Kentucky. The Con
cord meetinghouse, where Stone also preached, was 
located in Nicholas County, Kentucky, three miles 
from Carlisle. The Cane Ridge building is still stand
ing. but the Concord building was destroyed by a 
windstorm a few years ago. 

The Cane Ridge meetinghouse was erected as a log 
structure by the Presbyterians in 1791, one year before 
the statehood of Kentucky. Barton W. Stone became 
the "supply pastor" of the Cane Ridge and Concord 
churches. as a young. twenty-four year-old, Presbyter
ian preacher. in 1796. Both of the congregations later 
followed Stone into the Restoration Movement. 

On July 2, 1801. Barton W. Stone was married to 
Elizabeth Campbell of Muhlenburg County. He 
brought his bride to a farm log cabin about halfway 
between Cane Ridge and Concord. During the next 
month the famous revivals were conducted at Concord 
and Cane Ridge. The residence in which Stone lived 
has been remodeled but the section of the house in 
which he lived is still identifiable. The farm is owned by 
the descendants of "Racoon" John Smith. 

A committee has recently been created to develop 
plans for a more complete preservation of the sites at 
Cane Ridge and Concord and to explore the possibility 
of obtaining the Stone residence. The committee, of 
which I am a member, is a part of the Cane Ridge 
Preservation Project which will propose the obser
vance of a "Cane Ridge Bicentennial," in 1991. Atten-

tion will be given primarily by our committee to 
needed repairs, long-range maintenance and improve
ment of the Cane Ridge and Concord sites. 

The site and structures at Cane Ridge are owned and 
managed by the Disciples of Christ. However, the 
facilities are made available to individuals and groups 
representing churches of Christ. The North Lexington, 
Kentucky Church of Christ conducts the Cane Ridge 
Restoration Lectures every August, and the last Sun
day afternoon lecture is given at Cane Ridge. Such 
outstanding preachers as Alan Highers, George 
Dehoff, Earl West and Basil Overton have spoken. 

The original restored congregation which met at 
Cane Ridge called itself the Church of Christ. The 
tomb of B. W. Stone, in the adjacent cemetery, was 
erected in 1847 by the "Cane Ridge Church of Christ." 
When Stone died in 1844, William Rogers wrote a 
letter to his widow on behalf of the congregation and 
signed it representing the "Cane Ridge Church of 
Christ." We have a great historical stake in the preser
vation of the site and building. 

As a member of the Cane Ridge Preservation Com
mittee. I am making a personal appeal to individuals 
and groups of Christians to assist in financing the 
project. It will be a sad commentary indeed if we and 
succeeding generations should permit this historical 
structure, to which our American roots date, to fall 
into ruin for lack of maintenance. If you desire and 
consent to have part in the efforts to preserve the Cane 
Ridge meetinghouse, I will be glad to receive the con
tributions. We hope members of churches of Christ 
will participate in the efforts of this committee. 

Ill Woodland Ave. 
Lexington, KY 40502 
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FANTASTIC BOOK LIQUIDATION SALE 
The Firm Foundation is liquidating its bookstore stock. Take advantage of these prices immediately! 

TAKE A 30% DISCOUNT OFF THE PRICES WE HAVE LISTED! 
1. All orders-CASH ONlY! 
2. To use your VISA OR MASTER CARD, or to place your books on reserve, call904-456-0222. 
3. Add 10% of the total order ($1.75 minimum) for postage and handling. 
4. Offer good while supplies last-first come, first served. 
5. All sales final! No returns or exchanges accepted. 
6. Florida residents must add 6% sales tax on all books (Bibles excluded). 
7. Address orders to: Firm Foundation Bookstore, P.O. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32522-7200. 

COMMENTARIES: 
1 Barnes Notes (Eph.-Phil.) ..................•......•.. $12.95 
1 Barnes Notes (Heb.-Jude) .•.....•••....•.••..•...•... $12.95 
1 Barnes Notes (Sam.-Esther) ................•.....••.• $12.95 
1 Barnes Notes (Ex.-Ruth) •....•...•.....•....••....... $12.95 
1 Coffman-Minor Prophets Vol. I ••.................... $13.95 
1 Coffman-Minor Prophets Vol. II ........•.....••..••.. $13.95 
1 Coffman-Mark . • • • • . • • • • • . . . . • • • • • . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . $18.95 
1 Coffman-Luke • . . . • . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . • . $18.95 
1 Coffman-Acts ...........••••.•••....••............. $18.95 
1 Coffman-Romans. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . $18.95 
1 DeHoff-Vol. 1 (Gen.-Deut.) ......................... $19.95 
1 DeHoff-Vol. 4 (Books of Prophecy) ...........•...... $19.95 
2 DeHoff-Vol. 5 (Matt-Acts) ......................... $19.95 
1 Gospel Advocate-Mark . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . • . • • . . • • • • . . • • $11.95 
1 Gospel Advocate-Romans . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . • • • • $11.95 
1 Gospel Advocate-! Thessalonians-Philemon ••.•...•.. $11.95 
1 Gospel Advocate-Hebrews •..•••.............•...... $11.95 
1 Gospel Advocate-! Peter-Jude ............••...•••••. $11.95 
1 Gospel Advocate-Revelation . • . • . • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . $11.95 
4 Homer Hailey-Minor Prophets ••.........••.......... $14.95 
2 Interpreters Bible-Leviticus-Samuel .....••........... $16.95 
1 Interpreters Bible-Kings-Job ..•.....•............... $16.95 
1 Interpreters Bible-Matthew, Mark .....•.•.•..•...•... $16.95 

LECTURES: 
The Firm Foundation of God Standeth ........••••••.• $13.95 
Firm Foundation Commentary on Joshua .....•....... $13.95 
Firm Foundation Commentary on Jeremiah Vol. 1 ••.••• $13.95 
Firm Foundation Commentary on Jeremiah Vol. 2 •.••.. $19.95 
Firm Foundation Commentary on John .....•.......... $14.95 
Firm Foundation Commentary on Luke. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • $15.95 

5 In Hope Of Eternal Life (Bellview) . . . . . • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . $12.95 
2 Are We Moving Away From The Cross (Bellview) ....•. $12.95 

11 II Corinthians (Denton) .........••••••............... $13.00 
2 1 & II Thessalonians & Philemon (Denton) .•.•••••.•••• $13.00 
5 The Current Digression II (Shenandoah) ....•..•....•. $12.00 
2 Embattled Christianity-Humanism (Shenandoah) ..... $13.00 
6 Liberalism, Law & Love (FtWorth) ......••••.•••••••.•• $12.95 
1 The Validity Of The Restoration Principles (FtWorth) ... $14.95 
1 Doctrines & Commandments Of Men (ETSP) ............ $7.00 

15 The Minor Prophets (Power) .......••.•..•...••....... $19.95 
2 Church Growth God's Way (Missouri-Kansas) ........... $9.95 

OTHER RELIGIOUS BOOKS: 
26 Non-Denominational Christianity: Is Unity Possible? 

Bert Thompson .....•............•..................• $1.00 
1 Fortify Your Faith-Wayne Jackson .••..........•.••.... $2.50 
4 Study Guide To Greater Bible Knowledge 

Wayne Jackson ...................................... $3.95 
2 Biblical Studies In The Light Of Archaeology 

Wayne Jackson ......................•............... $2.00 
1 The Authority Of The Bible-Jack Cottrell ............... $1.65 
1 The Unity Of The Book Of Genesis-Green .............. $9.95 
1 The Virgin Birth Of Ghrist-Machen ................... $10.95 
1 A Popular Survey Of The OT -Geisler •.................. $8.95 
2 Speaking For The Master-Baxter ...••................. $4.95 
1 The World That Perished-Whitcomb (Revised) .......... $9.95 
1 The World That Perished-Whitcomb .•••............... $7.95 
3 The Early Earth-Whitcomb .........•............•..... $4.95 
1 The Twilight Of Evolution-Morris ......••.............. $3.95 
1 A Symposium On Creation (1 Voi.)-Donald Patten ...... $2.00 
1 We Left Jehovah's Witnesses-Gruss .................... $5.95 
1 Girdlestone's Synonyms Of The OT ................... $17.95 
1 Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon Of The NT (pb) ....... $15.95 
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2 Restoration Principles & Personalities-Phillips .......... $7.95 
1 Interlinear Greek-English NT -Baker ......•.•..•.•••.• $24.95 
5 Bible Students English-Greek Concordance & Greek-English 

Dictionary (pb)-James Gall ...........••............. $7.95 
2 The Heart Of Hebrew History-Hester . . • . . . . . • . . . . • . . . $12.95 
1 On What Day Was Christ Crucified-James Meadows .... $1.00 

10 Abortion-Death Before Birth-James Meadows •.......• $1.00 

WORKBOOKS BY JAMES MEADOWS: 
1 A Study Of Romans ••.•....•..........•...............• $3.95 
1 Sermon On The Mount ................................. $3.95 
2 Withdraw Yourself .•......................•.........••. $3.95 
2 God Speaks To Today's Teenagers-Vol. 2 .............. $3.95 
7 A Study Of Ephesians & Philippians •.....•.•••....••.... $3.95 
2 A Study Of Acts-Vol. 1 ................................ $3.95 
6 A Study Of Different Religions & Religious Errors •••....• $3.95 
1 A Study Of I, II, Ill John & Jude ......................... $3.95 
6 A Study Of The Gospel According To John ..•.••••.••••• $3.95 
1 A Study Of I Timothy (Slightly damaged) ..............•. $2.50 

BROWNLOW BOOKS: 
1 The University Of Hard Knocks (gift) .....••.•...•••..... $7.95 
2 Making The Most Of Life (gift) .....•.................... $7.95 
1 Jesus Wept (gift) ••.•...••...............•....••••.•..• $7.95 
2 A Few Hallelujahs For Your Ho Hums (gift) .•............ $7.95 
2 The Fruit Of The Spirit (gift) ....•........•••............ $7.95 
2 Its A One-derful Life (gift) .............................. $7.95 
6 God, The Bible & Common Sense (pb) .••••....•.•...... $2.95 
3 Living On The Plus Side (hb) ••...............•......•.• $7.95 
5 The Story Of Jesus (pb) .....................••••..•.•.. $2.25 
3 The Christian's Everyday Problems (pb) •...........•••.. $2.95 
5 Greatest Questions In The OT (pb) .........•.....•.•.•. $2.95 
1 Greatest Questions In The NT (pb) .••...••••............ $2.95 
7 Better Than Medicine (pb) .............................. $2.25 
1 Making The Most Of Life (pb) ....•........•............. $2.95 

CHOATE PUBLICATIONS: 
1 The Greatest Thing In The World-Drummond .••..•..•• $4.95 
2 Sermons On Saints & Sinners-John Waddey ..........• $2.95 
4 Lessons On Missions From 20 Years In Sao Pablo 

Gilpatrick •.••......•.......••..................•••.. $6.00 
5 Family Living In Christ-Waddey ...••.•..........•..... $4.00 
2 Evolution In The Light Of Scripture, Science & Common 

Sense-Basil Overton ............•...••....•...•..... $6.00 
2 New Testament Worship •.....••.•..........•.....•.... $1.00 

11 Ready Set Gospel •......•...•......................... $1.00 
2 New Delhi Sermonetts ................................. $1.00 
1 Fire In My Bones ....••.••....•.....•.................• $6.00 
1 Theres No Nut Like A Brazil Nut ........................ $8.00 
1 Let Us Go Again .....................................•• $5.00 
4 A Missionary Speaks (cloth) ............................ $6.00 
1 Separate For Me (p) .................................... $5.00 
1 Dear Ones-Betty Choate .........................•.... $5.00 
1 That Thou Mightest Know-Betty Choate ............... $5.00 
1 Declaring God's Righteousness-Betty Choate •••••...•• $6.00 
1 Liberalism, Deadly Enemy Of The Church-Waddey ..•.. $5.00 
1 Conversions In Acts-Choate ........................... $3.00 
1 Unity In The Midst Of Slavery & War-Gray ............•. $3.00 
1 A Return To Christ Centered Missions-Lavender •..•.•.. $5.00 
1 Following Jesus-Waddey ...........................•.. $5.00 
1 The Gospel Of Christ-Waddey ..........•.....•.......• $1.95 
1 Character Comes From The Bible-Waddey ............• $3.00 
1 A Favourable Life-Joyce Dunavan ..........•........•. $2.00 
2 The Call On World Evangelism-Roger Dickson ......... $2.00 
1 Power Packed Sermon Outlines-John Harris ........... $2.95 



2 What You Always Wanted To Know About Your Preacher 
But Never Cared Enough To Ask-Steve Williams ...... $4.00 

1 Searching The Scriptures-Waddey ..................... $5.00 
1 Fighting The Good Fight Of Faith-Waddey ............. $6.00 
1 The Dew Breakers-Merritt ............................. $9.00 
5 Windows Of The Soul-Betty Choate ................... $6.00 
3 First Steps In Faith-Betty Burton ....................... $5.00 
9 Grouped In Groups-Roger Dickson .................... $5.00 
4 The Anatomy Of Sin & Other Sermons-Waddey ......... $3.95 
6 Mother Of Eighty-Korfker ............................. $3.00 
1 Still Moments-Korfker (p) ............................. $3.00 
3 Still Moments-Korfker (hb) ............................ $6.00 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS: 
6 We Can Evangelize The World-Rice .................... $6.95 
1 Ax On The Root (Vol. 11)-Rice ......................... $2.00 
1 Ax On The Root (Vol. 111)-Rice ......................... $2.00 
1 What The Bible Says About The Bible-Crouch ........ $13.50 
3 Harbins Notes On The Epistles To The Hebrews .•....... $4.00 
2 A Critical Review Of A New (Old) Modernism & A Plea 

For Unity-G. K. Wallace ............................. $1.95 
1 A Teenager Speaks On Spiritual Gifts-Hicks ............ $2.95 
2 Following Up New Converts, Restoring Erring-Carr ..... $1.50 
1 Leadership Questions Confronting The Church-Lewis $5.95 
2 Lectures On The Holy Spirit-Perry Cotham ............. $2.50 
1 Action Getting Sermons (Vol. I)-Jesse Sewell ........... $1.50 
1 Essentials Of NT Greek-Ray Summers ............... $10.95 
1 And I Say Unto You-James 0. Baird ................... $3.00 
2 Giving vs Getting-V.P. Black .......................... $1.50 
1 Lord Teach Us How To Give-V.P. Black ................ $1.50 
1 The Proof Of Your Love-V.P. Black .................... $1.50 
6 My God And My Money-V.P. Black .................... $1.50 
2 Friends & Foes Of The Master-A. L. Andrews ........... $2.50 
4 El Mundo del Nuevo Testaments-Dana ................. $5.95 

13 Death Brings Hurt & Help-Wayne Coats . : ............... $6.95 
1 Genesis 1-C.C. Crawford .............................. $4.00 
3 Challenging Dangers Of Modern Versions-Taylor ....... $9.95 
2 Best Of Both Worlds-Bob Bole ........................ $3.95 
1 20th Century Sermons Series (4)-Bob Douglas ....... $11.95 

DEHOFF PUBLICATIONS: 
9 Acts-Key To The NT .................................. $9.95 
2 I See My Time Is Up ................................. $19.95 
2 Lands Of The Bible .................................. $10.95 
2 Ministers Manual ...................................... $8.95 
1 Marriage Certificates ................................... $6.95 
1 Baptismal Certificates .................................. $6.95 
1 Sarah's Daughter ...................................... $6.95 
1 Sermons On I Corinthians .............................. $5.95 
1 The Great Marjuana Debate ............................ $2.50 
2 The One Book Analyzed & Outlined-Wallace ......... $19.95 
2 Church History-John Cox ............................. $3.95 
1 Bible Questions You Haev Asked-Wallace Skipper ...... $5.95 
1 Like A Lion-Matthew Morrison ......................... $5.95 
1 Paley's Evidences Of Christianity ....................... $9.00 
1 Sermon Outlines On Acts-Crawford ................... $9.95 
1 The Disciples' Prayer-McCord ......................... $4.95 
1 Plain Bible Preaching (Vol. I)-Marlin ................... $5.95 
1 Plain Bible Preaching (Vol. II I)-Spring ................. $5.95 
2 Frank Van Dykes Sermons ............................. $4.95 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS: 
2 Je·rusalem City Of Jesus-Eerdman ................... $29.95 
1 Theological Dictionary Of NT (Vol. 1) ................. $19.95 
1 Theological Dictionary Of NT (Vol. 2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22.50 
2 The New Bible Commentary: Revised (Eerdman) ....... $24.95 
2 Exploring Church (Architect) ......................... $12.95 
1 Old Testament Times-A. K. Harrison ................. $10.95 
3 Eerdman's Handbook To The Bible ................... $23.95 
1 The New Century Bible Commentary (Matthew)-Hill .... $8.95 
1 Introduction To The NT-Thiessen ..................... $8.95 
2 NT Survey-Tenney ................................. $13.95 
1 New International Commentary In The NT (Mark) 

Lane .............................................. $16.95 
1 New International Commentary In The NT (John) 

Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.95 
1 Word Studies In The NT (Vol. I)-Vincent ............. $10.00 
1 Word Studies In The NT (Vol. II I)-Vincent ............ $10.00 
1 Word Studies In The NT (Vol. IV)-Vincent ............ $10.00 
1 Set (3 vols.) Systematic Theology-Charles Hodge ..... $74.95 
2 Handbook To Christian Belief-Keeley ................ $21.95 
3 The Case For Christianity-Chapman ................. $19.95 
1 ISBE (Vol. I) ......................................... $30.00 
1 ISBE (Vol. Ill) ....................................... $30.00 
1 The World's Religions-Eerdman ..................... $21.95 
1 Family Encyclopedia Of The Bible-Eerdman .......... $18.95 
1 The Great Evangelical Disaster-Francis Schaeffer ....... $5.95 

12 The Disciplining Movement-Maurice Barnett .....•.•... $4.00 
1 The Fundamentals-Connally .......................... $5.00 
2 So You Want A Glorified Holiday-Connally ............. $5.00 
5 Ephesians & Colossians-Connally ..................... $5.00 
1 Periods Of The OT (Book 1)-Conchin .................. $2.00 
1 Periods Of The OT (Book 111)-Conchin ..........•...... $2.00 
1 Periods Of The OT (Book IV)-Conchin.; ............... $2.00 
1 Periods Of The OT (Book V)-Conchin .................. $2.00 
1 Periods Of The OT (Book VI)-Conchin ................. $2.00 
1 Evolution In Turmoii-Conchin ...•......•.............. $6.95 
3 The Case For Teaching Creation-A.J. Hoover .......... $3.00 
1 The Rise Of The Evolution Fraud-M. Bowden ........... $8.95 

19 The Forbidden Apple-Morgan .......................... 25¢ 
2 The Church That Jesus Built-Lloyd Ellis ..•••.......••• $3.00 

12 The Origin & Destiny Of Man ........................... $3.00 
1 The Way Of Salvation-Moser .......................... $6.00 
9 Chapel Talks-McGarvey ............................•• $1.50 
2 Disci piing Ministries: An Inside Look-Dixon ............ $3.95 
4 How To Get What You Want-Willard Tate .......•...... $5.95 
2 Living In Two Worlds-Mike Cope ......••.........•.... $5.95 
3 Don't Kiss Toads-Mike Cope ..........•............... $5.95 
1 Straight Talk For Teens-Mike Cope .................... $4.95 
2 Your Young Heart-Bearden ........................... $5.95 
2 Going Through The Motions-Bearden .......•......... $4.95 
5 Shall We Know One Another In Heaven-Woods ....... $10.00 
1 Bridging The Generation Gap-Stanley Sayers ........•• $4.50 
4 The Spirit & The Word-Z.T. Sweeney .................. $3.95 
1 Family Of God-Baxter .................••.••......•.•• $8.95 
1 Mary Oler's Poems For Children ..•..................... $4.50 
2 Vision Of The Ages-B. W. Johnson ..................... $9.00 
3 Commentary On The Minor Epistles (James, Peter, 

John, Jude)-Caton ................................. $7.00 
2 Commentary On John-B.W. Johnson .................. $9.00 
1 Sermons That Live-Ted Cline .......................... $4.95 
1 Christian Contend For Thy Cause-James D. Bales ...... $3.50 
1 The Case Of Cornelius-James D. Bales .............•.. $5.00 
2 Commentary On Romans-Whiteside ................. $11.95 
1 Zerr Commentary (Vol. 3) Psalms-Isaiah .............. $10.95 
1 What Do You Communicate-Sandra Humphrey ......•.. $5.50 
2 Hide & Seek-James Dobson ........................... $7.95 
2 Why Pray-Spires Zadhiates ........................... $5.95 
2 Ten Mistakes Parents Make With Teenagers-Kesler ... $14.95 
1 Life Must Be Tough-James Dobson .................. $14.99 
2 The Strong Willed Child-James Dobson ................ $8.95 
1 Parenting Isn't For Cowards-James Dobson .......... $15.99 
1 Preparing For Adolescence-James Dobson ............. $3.95 
2 Dare To Discipline-James Dobson ..................... $4.95 
1 Why Wait-Josh McDowell (paper) ..................... $9.95 

HARVEST PUBLICATIONS (Hobbs): 
8 Let's Live .............................................. $7.95 
2 Daughters Of Eve (cloth) ............................... $7.95 
5 Daughters Of Eve (paper) .............................. $4.95 
1 More Precious Than Gold (cloth) ....................... $7.95 

10 More Precious Than Gold (paper) ....................... $3.95 
1 Your Best Friend (cloth) ................................ $3.95 
7 Your Best Friend (paper) ............................... $3.95 
1 Victory Over Trials (paper) ........................•.... $3.95 
1 Choosing Life's Best (cloth) ............................ $7.95 
9 Choosing Life's Best (paper) ........................... $4.95 

10 You Can Be Beautiful .................................. $3.95 

CENTRAL PUBLICATIONS (V. E. Howard): 
1 Broken Homes & Handicapped Children (cloth) ........•. $8.95 
1 Broken Homes & Handicapped Children (paper) •........ $2.50 

11 New Testament Conversions ........................... $3.95 
1 Howard-Hines Study Of Revelation ..................... $3.95 
1 Gospel Radio Sermons (Vol. 1-The Bible) ................ $3.95 
1 Gospel Radio Sermons (Vol. II-The Occults) ............. $3.95 
3 The Love of God ....................................... $2.95 

57 Dangers Of Modern Versions ........................... $1.00 
37 Hell Is Real ............................................ $1.00 
20 Advertisements For Drunkedness ....................... $1.00 
4 Church Gospel Songs & Hymns ............................ . 
1 Songs Of The Church (Spiral Bound) ................. $18.95 
4 Songs Of The Church (Regular Print) ................... $5.25 
8 Songs Of The Church 21st Century Edition .............. $6.95 
2 Songs Of Praise-Alton Howard ........................ $3.95 
2 The Dating Game (Book 1)-Marian Starks .............. $1.95 
3 The Dating Game (Book 2)-Marian Starks ............•. $1.95 
1 Our Garden Of Song-Finley ......................... $19.95 
3 Christianity-A Clear Case Of History-Wharton ......... $5.95 
1 The Problem Of Evil & Suffering-Myers (paper) ......... $3.95 

OTHER PUBLISHERS: 
2 Young's Analytical Concordance To The Bible ......... $19.95 
3 New American Standard Exhaustive Con. . .........•.. $34.95 
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1 The Sower Goes Forth-James Bales ••.••.............. $4.50 
1 Forty Years In The Mormon Church-Bishop Evans •..... $5.95 
2 Gleaning From Galatians-Gussie Lambert ...........•.. $4.95 

11 Mormonism Exposed-G. B. Hancock ................... $5.95 
11 Whom God Hath Joined-Shelley ..••.•................. $2.50 
16 A Study Of Bible Leaders-J.J. Turner .................. $1.95 
1 I wonder From Job-Sylvia Camp •.•.••..•......•.••.... $3.50 
1 The Elder And His Work (cloth)-Taylor ................. $7.95 
6 Romans (Adult Series)-Bales .......................... $1.75 
2 Pentecostalism In The Church-Bales .•................. $3.00 
6 Studies In I & II Timothy-Taylor ....................... $2.50 
3 Studies In I & II Thessalonians-Taylor .................. $2.50 
2 Studies In James & Jude-Taylor .••.....•.............. $2.95 
2 Studies In 1,11,111 John-Taylor .......................... $3.00 

11 Studies In 1,11 Peter-Taylor ............................ $3.00 
2 Studies in Titus & Philemon-Taylor ...•....••....••.•.. $2.50 
1 Jesus Christ-The Hope Of The Home-Taylor .......... $2.50 
1 Snatching Men Out Of Fire-J.J. Turner ............••••• $4.50 
1 Smith's Bible Dictionary ...............••.•........... $14.95 
9 The Christian Scholar (Hall Laurie Calhoun) (p) .•...•.•. $8.95 
2 The Christian Scholar (Hall Laurie Calhoun) (c) ..••••• $14.95 
4 The Discipling Dilemma-Yeakley (cloth) ..........•...• $9.95 
2 Hidden Pictures In The OT -Habershon .....••..•....... $7.95 
1 John's Wonderful Gospel-Powell ••.................. $12.95 
4 Parables Of Our Saviour-W.M. Taylor ....•.•••....... $12.95 
5 Practical Truths From The Pastoral Epistles-Stock $14.95 
1 101 More Hymn Stories ................................ $9.95 
1 Johnson's Notes . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. $16.96 

10 Parables Of Jesus Workbook-Bill Smith ...••.•.......•• $1.00 
3 The Book Of Inspiration (7 Classics) .•...............•.. $7.00 
2 How To Use NT Greek Aids (Cover damaged) ••••......• $6.95 
1 Understanding The Occult-McDowell & Stewart .•..•... $9.95 
2 Satan's Underground-Stratford (Disturbing material) .... $8.95 
1 Focus On Faith (Sermons From Hebrews)-Holland ...... $3.95 
1 Vine's Expository Dictionary Of Biblical Words ........ $25.95 
5 More Than A Carpenter-McDowell .•...........•.•..... $3.50 
3 The Bible & Modern Science-Morris .....•........•.•.• $3.95 
1 Satan's Ten Most Believable Lies-Morris •.•............ $6.95 
1 What The Cults Believe-Robertson ...•................. $6.95 
1 Hosea & Amos-Cohen & Vandermey ...........•....... $6.95 
2 The Lord's Supper-Blackford ..................•••.••.. $2.95 
2 Introductory Guide To The OT -Unger ...••.•...•....••• $5.00 
1 Creation-The Evolution Controversy-Wysong ......... $8.95 
1 Scripture Twisting-James Sue •..........••............ $8.95 
1 Metaphysics-Constructing A World View-Hasker ...... $5.95 
1 Preserving The Person-Stephen Evans .•..•..........•. $4.95 
1 No Wonder They Call Him The Savior-Lucado ....••.... $7.95 

JIM McQUIGGAN PUBLICATIONS: 
114 The Kingdom Of God & The Planet Earth ................ $2.95 

3 The God Of The Towel ...............••............••.. $2.00 
1 Hosea's Heartbreak .....................•..•.........•• $5.95 
1 The Book Of Ezekiel ................................... $8.95 
2 The Book Of Isaiah .................................... $8.95 
3 The Book Of Romans ................................ $12.95 
1 The Bible, The Saint & The Liquor Industry ..........•... $6.95 
2 The Book Of I Corinthians .............................. $8.95 
1 Revelations ............................................ $8.95 
1 The Power To See It Through ...........•.•............ $7.95 

OTHER PUBLISHERS: 
24 God Demands Doctrinal Preaching-Warren ed .......... $4.95 

182 Headed In The Direction Of Heaven-Warren .....••..... $1.00 
2 Keeping The Lock In Wedlock-Warren ............... $13.00 
1 Your Marriage Can Be Great-Warren ed .............. $14.00 
2 Crucial Questions On Christian Unity ................•.. $1.50 
1 Sin, Suffering & God-Warren ........................ $15.00 
1 Under Bondage To The Law of Christ-Warren .•...... $13.00 
2 Marriage Is For Those Who Love God & One Another 

(Workbooks) .............••.......................... $.75 
1 Counseling Homosexuals-Fiatt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . $11.00 
3 Oivorce-Goebel Music ................................ $9.00 
3 Nelson's Bible Encyclopedia For The Family ...•....... $19.50 
2 Nelson's Encyclopedia For Young Readers (2 vols.) .... $29.95 
2 Dynamic Christian Living-Waymon Miller .............. $1.50 
5 Fundamentals Of The Faith-Waymon Miller ............ $2.95 

14 Harmony Among The Heirs Of Heaven-Dan Winkler ...• $2.95 
9 The Mission Of The Local Church-Wendell Winkler ...... $2.50 
3 Studying Sin Seriously-Wendell Winkler ............... $2.50 
6 Heart Diseases & Their Cure-Wendell Winkler .......... $2.50 
2 Above All ... Godi-Mary Oler ........................... $3.95 
3 Three Messages-C.H. Spurgeon ....................... $2.00 
l Hebrew & English Lexicon Of The OT -Oxford ........ $29.95 
1 Parchment Notes On The NT -Ernest Clevenger ......... $5.95 
4 Life, Humor & Biblical Briefs-J.A. McNutt ............ $13.50 
1 The Jeh. Wit. & Prophetic Speculation-Gruss .......... $2.95. 
1 Evolution & Christian Faith-David Heiser ............. $10.95 
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1 Studies In The Bible & Science-Morris •....•..•........ $5.00 
4 An Eschatology Of Victory-Kirk ..........•............ $8.95 
2 Doctrine Of The Godhead-Turner ...•........•........ $4.95 
5 Since You Asked-Fiatt .....•••....••.••••.•..•••••.••. $5.95 
3 I Never Thought It Would Be This Way-Jones •......... $3.95 
3 Winning Through A Positive Spiritual Attitude-Turner •.• $3.95 
1 Death & Dying-Hill ................................... $4.25 
1 Christianity A Growing Experience-Lucas .•....•....... $3.95 
3 Deciding To Grow-Hufford ............................ $3.95 
1 Precious Are God's Plans-Fowler .............•......•. $4.95 
1 Now I Can Fly-McWhorter ............................. $5.25 
1 Making It-Mills .•.•.....•.........•...............•... $4.95 
1 Leaves Only-Mills •....••••......•.......•.•....•••... $4.95 
1 Step Out Of The Crowd-Turner .......••••......•••.... $4.95 
1 A Living Sacrifice-Patterson ..................•........ $4.95 
1 Living With My Father-Rowe .......................... $3.95 
2 Welcome To My World-Camp ......................... $3.95 
2 Teaching Preschoolers-Hanna & Hoover ............... $3.95 
1 Teaching The Adult Bible Class-Willerton •..••......... $2.95 
1 Teaching Primaries .................................... $3.95 
2 Give Them God's Way-Holbrook ...••.....•............ $3.95 
1 Today's Victorious Woman (Vol. II) .••....••.....••..... $3.95 

14 Today's Girl In Today's Society-Smith .....•••..••..•.• $2.50 
4 Ten Commandments For Wives-Bristow ................ $4.95 
1 She Hath Done What She Could-McWhorter •........... $4.95 
1 Balance-Griffith ..••.••••....•.........•.•.....•...... $3.95 
4 Overcoming Stress-Witte .....•........................ $3.95 
2 Meet My Friend David-McWhorter ....•.....•........•• $4.95 
5 Every Step Of The Way-Holbrook ......•...•••......... $3.75 
2 The Wise Woman Knows-Patterson •..............••..• $4.95 
5 Better Than Gold & Silver-Mackey ..•....••............ $4.95 
2 Balance-Griffith ...•........••....•............•..•... $3.95 
3 Martha, Martha ...•.................•.................. $4.95 
1 The Revised Handbook Of Ideas .•.......•.....•.......• $5.95 
1 A New Song-Alice Cravens .......•............•....... $3.00 
3 Expanding Outline-Childress .........•.............•.. $8.95 
1 Word Search-Tiner ................................... $3.00 
3 Attitudes 1-Leach ............•............•.........•. $4.25 
2 Attitudes 11-Leach •.•....•...............••........... $4.25 
6 Decisions (Vol. I)-Rowe ............................... $3.95 
6 Decisions (Vol. 11)-Rowe .............................. $3.95 

14 What's It Worth-Ragland ...•.............•............ $2.95 
1 Belly Button Brigade-Tate .......................••..... $.99 

11 With God's Help Flowers Grow (Study Guide) •....•....• $2.45 
4 The Secret Of Hinds Feet-Boggs .....••....•.......... $2.75 
2 The Book Of Job-Wayne Jackson ....•..••..... · ...•••. $4.95 
2 Positive Christian Living-Turner ...•.......•.•......•.. $3.95 
1 Studies In Jonah ...........•.............••......•..... $4.95 
1 When Christ Was Preached To Christ-Overton .......... $4.95 
4 Principles Of NT Christianity-Crouch ........••........ $6.95 
4 Teenagers & Peer Pressure-Williford ••.....•••.•....... $3.25 
2 Let's Go Fishing For Men-Homer Hailey ...•.........•.• $8.95 
9 Studies In Psalms-Taylor .•...............•............ $5.95 
1 Lib Movement God's Way-Holbrook .•••.......•.....•. $2.95 
3 Every Step Of The Way-Holbrook ..........•.•......... $3.75 
1 Redigging The Wells-Hawley (paper) .........••......• $5.95 
3 Redigging The Wells-Hawley (cloth) ...•....•.......... $8.25 
2 The Smith-Lacusta Debate •.....•.....•............•... $2.50 
1 Total Evangelism-Clayton Pepper ..................... $2.00 
1 Preparing For Adolescence-Dobson •.................. $3.95 
2 Now That's A Miracle-Wright ......•............•...... $3.95 

JOHN STACY FULL-LENGTH SERMONS: 
66 Preaching Through The OT ..........................•. $4.95 

4 Preaching Through Galatians ........................... $4.50 
5 Jesus Bore It All ....................................... $4.95 
3 Preaching Through Revelation (cloth) ................... $6.95 
3 Prime Rib ........•...............•..........•......... $4.95 
2 Sermons That Should Be In Print ....................... $4.95 
3 Preaching Through Ecclesiastes ........•...........•... $4.95 
5 Sermons To Preach & Practice ......................... $4.95 
1 Amen & Amen .....................•......•............ $6.00 
3 Sermons That Draw A Line ............................. $4.95 
1 Soul Searching Sermons ............................... $6.00 
4 Preaching Through James ............................. $6.00 
2 Sermons You Can Use ................................. $6.00 
3 Timeless Bible Truths .................................. $6.00 
2 The Valley of Dry Bones ..•............................. $4.95 
5 Preaching The Good News ............................. $5.00 
3 Preaching The Basics .................................. $5.00 

11 God's Message For Man Today ......................... $5.00 
3 Stacy's Sermons (cloth) ................................ $5.95 
3 Sermons On Conversion ............................... $5.00 
1 Sermons To Preach & Practice ......................... $4.95 
1 Messianic Psalms & Other Sermons ..................... $4.95 
1 Gospel Sermons You Must Preach I ..................... $5.95 
2 Gospel Sermons You Must Preach II .................... $5.95 



6 Now Abideth These Three .............................. $4.95 
3 The Ancient Gospel .................................... $4.95 
4 Evangelize! Evangelize! ................................ $5.95 
1 Old Truths In New Robes (Vol. 11)-Camp ............... $9.95 
5 Principles & Perils Of Leadership-Camp ................ $9.00 
3 Bible Handbook-Weed ................................ $4.95 
5 Love As A Basis For Marriage-Orten ................... $1.00 
1 Church Discipline For Caring Christians-Usrey ......... $5.00 

10 (Study Guide For Above)-Usrey ....................... $2.00 
1 Graduation To Glory-Hill .............................. $5.00 
1 Discipling: The Multiplying Ministry-Jones ............. $2.95 
1 The Parables In Profile-W. Jackson .................... $2.00 
1 Traditions Of Men Vs. The Word Of God-Jennings ...... $3.95 

14 Bible Questions Answered A to Z-Jarrell ............... $2.95 
37 Enjoy Your Sible-Chesley .............................. $. 75 

1 Egermeier's Bible Story Book ......................... $15.95 

STANDARD FLANNEL GRAPH: 
1 Simplified Bible Time Line .............................. $4.50 
1 Stories About Joshua & Judges ......................... $5.95 
1 New Testament Maps & Charts ......................... $7.95 
1 Pict-O-Graph Patterns ................................. $5.95 
1 The Christian Soldier (2266) ............................ $5.95 
2 The Christian Soldier (2634) ............................ $3.95 
1 Early Life Of Paul ...................................... $5.95 
1 Stories About Peter .................................... $5.95 
2 Later Life Of Paul ...................................... $5.95 
1 The Forgiving Christ ................................... $4.95 
2 Miracles Of Jesus ...................................... $5.95 
1 The Great Physician ................................... $4.95 
1 Ministry Of Jesus ...................................... $4.95 
1 Jesus & The Ten Commandments ...................... $5.95 
2 Parables Of Jesus ..................................... $5.95 
4 Crucifixion & Resurrection Of Jesus .................... $5.95 
1 Birth Of Jesus ......................................... $5.95 
1 Stories Of Elijah & Elisha ............................... $5.95 
1 Stories Of David ....................................... $5.95 
2 Stories Of Joseph ...................................... $5.95 

OTHER PUBLISHERS: 
1 Galatians & Ephesians-Lawson ........................ $7.95 
1 John-Foster .......................................... $7.95 
1 Acts-Wade ........................................... $7.95 
1 First Corinthians ....................................... $7.95 
1 My Child On Drug~?-Art Linkletter ..................... $3.50 
1 Stewardship Source Book-Shannon ................... $5.95 
1 Love In Action-Holybauer ............................. $3.95 
1 Beloved Sufferer-Hayden ............................. $5.95 
1 The Restoring Father-Richardson ...................... $3.50 
1 Successful Single Adult Ministry-Welsh ................ $6.95 
1 How To Be An Effective Church Leader-Stone .......... $3.95 
2 Sweet Commentary On II Corinthians ................. $12.95 
9 Happiness Explained-Rigdon .......................... $5.95 
2 Kathy Miller ........................................... $7.95 
6 Discovering Yourself ................................... $4.95 

11 Why Has All This Happened To Us-Hamilton ........... $6.95 
3 A Book By Book Study Of NT -Shelly ................. $11.95 
1 A Book By Book Study Of OT -Shelly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.95 
1 The Beatitudes-Shelly ................................ $7.50 
1 Williard Collins-Hooper ............................... $7.95 
1 The Perfect Church-Shelly ............................ $6.50 
2 Is The Holy Spirit For Me?-Fioyd ...................... $6.95 
1 Young People & Their Lord-Shelly ..................... $5.95 
1 The Art Of Being Married-Shelly ....................... $6.50 
1 The Christian Home-Wilmeth .......................... $3.95 
1 Tiny Tots Bible Reader-Mclnteer ...................... $4.25 
1 The Gospel According To Matthew 

G. Campbell Morgan ................................. $7.95 
1 Alive (Daily Devotions) ................................. $5.00 
3 Highers-Biakely Debate .............................. $10.00 
2 Studies In Biblical Eschatology (Vol. 1)-Varner .......... $5.00 
2 The Analytical Greek Lexicon Revised-Moulton . . . . . . . $21.95 
1 Windows On The Parables-Wurstil ..................... $1.00 
1 Sacred Selections (large print) .......................... $5.00 
4 Gospel Preachers Of Yesterday-Loyd Smith .......... $19.95 

FOY L. SMITH PUBLICATIONS: 
13 Breaker, Breaker One Nine ............................. $4.00 

1 Great Words Of The Bible (Vol. I) ....................... $3.00 
1 Great Words Of The Bible (Vol. II) ........... , .......... $3.00 
1 From Heart To Heart ................................... $3.00 
1 Beautiful Star Esther ................................... $3.00 
1 Five Minutes With The Master .......................... $4.00 
3 The Best Of Editorially Speaking ........................ $4.00 
5 Shakespeare's Seven Ages Of Man ...................... $5.00 
3 The World Is Yours (cloth) ............................. $8.00 
5 Take A Little Honey With You ........................... $4.00 

OTHER PUBLISHERS: 
1 The Complete Book Of Bible Trivia-Lang ...........•... $9.95 
5 The Work Of The Holy Spirit-Winters .................• $5.95 
2 Christian Stewardship-Tucker .............•........... $1.50 
1 Studies In Galatians & Philippians-Taylor 

damaged cover) .........................•........... $3.95 
4 Remembering God In Youth-Taylor .................... $3.00 
3 How Young People Get Hurt-Taylor .................•. $2.50 
1 Walter Martin's Cults Reference Bible ..•............•. $34.95 
1 All The Trades & Occupations Of The Bible ........... $13.95. 
1 All The Parables Of The Sible-Lockyer •...••.•....... $15.95 
1 All The Miracles Of The Sible-Lockyer •..•........... $14.95 
2 All The Books & Chapters Of The Sible-Lockyer ....•. $12.00 
1 All About Bible Study-Lockyer ........................ $9.95 
1 All The Divine Names & Titles In The Bible ............ $15.95. 
1 All The Holy Days & Holidays Of The Bible ..........•. $14.95. 
4 New Testament Greek Primer-Marshall .........•••.••. $5.95 
2 NIV Pictorial Bible ................................... $24.95 
2 Zondervan Pictorial Bible Atlas ....................... $19.95 
1 The Layman's Parallel NT ............................ $17.95 
1 All The Kings & Queens Of The Bible-Lockyer ........ $13.95 
1 All The Doctrines Of The Sible-Lockyer ....••......•. $14.95 
1 All The Children Of The Bible-Lockyer ........•...... $14.95 
2 The Analytical Hebrew & Chaldee Lexicon ...•........ $24.95 
2 Faussets Bible Dictionary ............................ $19.95 
3 Faussets Bible Encyclopedia & Dictionary .•......•.••• $17.95 
1 Dictionary Of Biblical Archaeology . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . $21.95 
1 The Analytical Greek Lexicon Revised (78) . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.95 
1 The Roots Of Evil ...............................•.•.•.. $4.95 
1 Student Map Manuel ................................. $34.95 
1 The OT Books Of Poetry From 26 Translations ........ $10.95 
1 The Foundation Of Biblical Authority-Boice ............ $3.95 
2 Crudens Compact Concordance ........................ $9.95 
1 The New Compact Topical Bible ...................... $10.95 
2 Halley's Bible Handbook ............................. $10.95 
3 Layman's Guide To Interpreting The Bible ............... $5.95 
2 Who Moved The Stone-Morrison ...................... $7.95 
2 Who Moved The Stone (small print)-Morrison .......... $4.95 
1 A Bible Dictionary For Young Readers .................. $7.95 
4 The Eldership-Herbert Winkler ..................•...•. $9.00 
3 Baby Talk (Cradle roii)-Shirley Riggins ................ $2.50 
1 Beyond Crossroads-James Woodroof .................. $4.95 
1 Old Enough To Know-Ridenour ....................... $5.99 
1 One Hundred Years Of OT Interpretation-Clements ..... $5.00 
1 You Can Be A Great Parent-Shedel .................... $3.95 
1 Barclay Bible Series On Hebrews (cloth) .............•.. $9.95 
1 Barclay Bible Series On Hebrews (paper) ................ $5.95 
1 Barclay Bible Series On Revelation (paper) .............. $5.95 
1 Barclay Bible Series On Revelation (cloth ............... $9.95 
1 Barclay Bible Series On John & Jude (paper) ............ $5.95 
1 The Christian & The Government-Wallace ............ $18.50 
1 The Sermon On The Mount & The Civil State . . . . . . . . . . $14.50 
1 The Story Of The Fort Worth Norris-Wallace 

Debate-Wallace .................................. $18.50. 
10 Reflections-Whiteside ................................• $6.00 

1 The Kingdom Of Promise & Prophecy ................... $6.00 
3 Bible Studies (Vol. I)-Whiteside ............•........... $5.00 

16 Autobiography & Retirement Sermons-G.K. Wallace ... $6.00. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLICATIONS: 
Church Administration: A Handbook For Church 

Leaders (Adams) .................................... $3.25 
Church Planting, Watering And Increasing In Kenya ..... $2.95 
Church-Sponsored Missions (Elkins) .................... $3.00 
I Am Born Again .......................... : . ........... $2.95 
Lectures On Catholicism (Timmerman) ................. $3.95 
Little Lower Than The Angels (Buchanan) ............... $4.25 
Lord's Own Church (Childress) ......................... $2.25 
My Hand In His (Malphurs) ............................. $5.00 
My Triumphant Life (Childress) ......................... $2.25 
My Wonderful Salvation (Childress) ..................... $1.75 
Nature Of Things To Come (Savers) .................... $7.50 
Outline Of Bible History And Major Christian 

Movements, An (Wilson) ............................. $4.95 
Prophets Of Deceit (Davidson) ......................... $5.25 
Rightly Dividing (Etheridge) ............................ $6.00 
Supernatural Power And The Occult (Walker) ........... $5.95 
That They May All Be One (Linn) ....................... $4.50 
Unto Us A Child Is Born ................................ $2.95 
Way To Get What You Want, The (Davis) ................ $3.50 
What The Bible Teaches (Thomas) Vol. II ................ $5.95 
101 Sermon Outlines (Cox) ............................. $5.00 

BIBLE CLASS STUDIES: 
Paul's Later Life And Letters (Dunn) .................... $1.00 
Studies In Romans (Bell) ............................... $4.25 
According To Luke (Cox) .............................. $2.75 
From Heaven Or From Men (McCord) .............. : .... $2.75 
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Functioning Leadership In The Church (Moore) .•......• $2.75 
Studies In Galatians (Bell) .......•...•...•••••...•.••••• $2.75 

TEACHING HELPS: 
The Church And Her Ideal Educational Situation 

(Sewell & Speck) (hb) ....................... 00 00 00 ... $2.50 
paper ••.......•••........••••.......••••....•....••. $1.50 

The Church And Her Young People (Sewell & Speck) .... $1.50 
WORKBOOKS: 

Around The World With Jesus (Cross) ....•••.••••.•••••• $.60 
Let's Do Something (Malphurs) ......••....•..••..•••••... $.60 

TRACTS AND BOOKLETS: 
Sincerely Seeking The Way To Heaven (Franklin) .•.•.... $1.00 
New Denominationalism (Wharton) ...••••.••..•.•.••••.• $.50 

BOUND VOLUMES & LECTURES: 
1985 Bound Volume (Firm Foundation) ........•••••••• $21.95 
1986 Bound Volume (Firm Foundation) ........•.•.•••• $21.95 
1979 Harding Lectureship Book .•.....••••.............. $5.00 
1980 Harding Lectureship Book •••.........•.....••••... $5.00 
1981 Harding Lectureship Book .. 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00.00 00 oo$5.00 

SELECTED BIBLES: 
1 Cambridge 74XRL KJV (TI) .....•.••.•.....•.......... $47.95 
1 Cambridge 74XRL KJV •....•..............•..••...••. $42.95 
1 Cambridge 79XRL KJV .•••..•••....••................ $32.95 
1 Cambridge 79X KJV 00 00 .. 00 .. 00 . 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 $32.95 
1 Cambridge 29XRL KJV (Burgandy) .•..........••..•.. $32.95 
1 Cambridge 29XRL KJV ...•.••.....•.•........•...•.. $32.95 
1 Companion Bible Zondervan KJV .•••••.•.•••••••••••• $40.00 
1 World Hebrew-Greek Key Study Bible (Black) ..•....•. $49.00 
1 World Hebrew-Greek Key Study Bible (Burgandy) ••••. $49.00 
4 NKJ New Testaments (hardback) ...••.................. $7.95 
3 KJV Pew Bibles .....•.....••......•.•......•.•.•..•.... $7.00 
4 Nelson NKJ Precious Moments Bible (Violet Mist) .•••. $21.95 
1 Nelson NKJ Precious Moments Bible (Blue Mist) ....... $21.95 
1 Nelson NKJ 445 BR oo . oo .... oo oo .... oo oo oo oo oo oo oo oo • $32.95 
2 Nelson NKJ 234 BG Giant Print Reference ....•........ $39.95 
1 Nelson NKJ 234 Giant Print Reference ..•...•••••••••• $39.95 
1 Nelson NKJ 446 BG Imperial Reference ..............• $39.95 
1 Nelson NKJ 556 BR Giant Print Reference ...•••....... $49.95 
1 Nelson NKJ 746 Blue Royal Reference .....••...•..... $27.95 
1 KJV 246 Black Compact Reference • . . . . . . . . . • • • . • . . . • $24.95 
1 KJV 246 White Compact Reference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24.95 
1 KJV 554C Black Giant Print Reference Tl . • . • . • • • • • . • • . $39.95 
1 KJV 845 Black Slimline Reference ............•....•.. $34.95 
1 KJV 445 Black Imperial Reference .•.......•••.•...••••• 32.95 
1 White World Award KJV 00 00 00 00 00 .. 00 00 00 00 ... 00 00 .. oo.$5.95 
5 Small hand size NT (paper) •...•.•.•......••.•...•.•..•. $5.00 
1 NKJ Little Hands ed. 201Z .......... 00 ................ $13.95 
1 Harper Study Bible (Black) RSV 80382 ................ $59.95 
1 NT KJV Ultra Giant Print (hb) ...... oo oo .. oo oo. oo oo oo oo $19.95 
4 KJV Award Bonded 00 00 00 00 .. 00 00 00 00 ......... 00 00 00 ... $5.95 
1 KJV Nelson Young Readers Bible 114Z (Black) •....... $14.95 
1 KJV Nelson Young Readers Bible Seaside ............. $14.95 
1 KJV Nelson Personal Gift Bible 9026 ....•....•.......• $18.95 
1 Nelson NKJ 401 (hb) 00 00 ............ 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 ... $12.95 
1 KJV Nelson Bride Bible 75WS .. 00 00 00 .. 00 ...... 00 .. 00 $13.95 
1 Holman Children's Bible KJV 17304H ................. $12.95 
2 Ryrie Study Bible KJV (Black Cowhide) ............... $72.95 
1 Ryrie Study Bible KJV (Black Bonded) ................ $57.95 
1 Ryrie Study Bible KJV (Burgandy) ...•................ $57.95 
1 World Large Print NT KJV (Black) 326. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.95 
1 World Large Print NT & Psalms KJV (Black) 325 ....... $12.95 
1 Better Version Of NT 00 ... 00 ...... 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 oo$7.00 
1 The Open Bible NAS . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . $28.95 
4 World KJV (Large Print) Black Award 328 ............... $5.95 
1 Thompson Chain Reference Bible Companion ......•.. $27.95 
2 KJV Gift Boxed Testaments .....••..................... $6.00 

RICE FAMILY SINGERS: 
Stereo Albums: 
7 I Walk With The King (12 Songs) .. 00.00 00.00. 00.00 00.00.$6.00 
8 Mansion Over The Hilltop (12 Songs) .....••............ $6.00 
8 Beyond The Sunset (12 Songs) . 00.00 00.00 00 ..... 00 ... oo$6.00 
7 Where Roses Never Fade (12 S.ongs) .................... $6.00 

Cassettes: 
1 I Walk With The King ...............•................... $8.00 
2 Mansion Over The Hilltop ..........•................... $8.00 
3 Beyond The Sunset .................................... $8.00 
3 Where Roses Never Fade ............................... $8.00 

8-Track Tapes 
1 I Walk With The King ... oo .................. 00 .......... $3.00 
1 Mansion Over The Hilltop .............................. $3.00 
1 Beyond The Sunset ...................••............... $3.00 

Bibles can be Imprinted for an additional $1.00. 
Offer good while supplies last-first come, first served. 
All sales final. No returns or exchanges accepted. 
Call (904) 456-0222 for assistance. 
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came up to us and with a wide grin and declared, "That's the 
only way to go!" I walked ahead and put the sheet and 
pillow in the trunk before she saw them! 

She flew a number of times after that maiden trip, and 
always enjoyed flying "as the only way to go." On that first 
trip the flight attendant asked her if she would like a cocktail. 
Mama replied that she believed she would. She read the list. 
When she learned a cocktail wasn't what she had always 
thought a cocktail to be-a fruit cocktail-she blurted out, 
"Oh, I don't want none of this stuff!" She believed what the 
Bible says about strong drink (Prov. 23:32). 

Mama kept a good clean house for us. We didn't have a 
lot but what we had was clean. She was an excellent cook 
and her homemade biscuits and "frog-eye" gravy ... well, 
Oklahoma winters were worth it, for cold weather meant it 
was hog-killin' time, and that meant sausage, ham and that 
frog-eye gravy! Boy, life was worth living regardless of how 
cold it was when we sat down at Mama's table. 

The only way one could have loved the church more than 
she, would be that their capacity for love was greater. She 
loved the Lord and his cause with a righteous passion. She 
hated every form of evil. She wearied us sometimes with 
her "preachments" but she was right far more times than she 
was wrong. She was quite a gal. I could write many, many 
pages about her but space forbids. Many of you will declare 
that I am writing about your mamas. I am. 

I would hold meetings in Muskogee, Oklahoma where 
Mama and Papa lived for many years after leaving little 
Crowder. I would stay with her after Papa was gone and she 
would go with me to my meetings. Nothing pleased her 
quite as much as that. One night after I had gone to bed she 
came to my room, knowing that I was not yet asleep. She 
asked, "Foy, would you let me pray for you?" Of course I 
would. That little lady, who was the most innocent person I 
think I ever knew, knelt down, took my hand and prayed 
for me. You know, for a few minutes that night in that 
bedroom, dark save for the light coming in from the hall, I 
was not Foy Smith the preacher who was holding up to 
thirty-five gospel meetings per year all over the nation. I was 
not a man possibly sixty years old-not at those moments. I 
thought of the poet who wrote: 

Backward, turn backward, 0 time in thy flight, 
And make me a child again, just for tonight! 

No, for a few moments I was not a grown man at ali-I 
was just Mama's little boy and she was praying for me. Yet, I 
can agree with Mr. Lincoln when he praised and gave so 
much credit to his "angel" mother. 

I was sitting at the dining room table one night about nine 
years ago. It was about nine o'clock. The phone rang. It was 
my sister in Muskogee, Oklahoma. She said, "The nurse just 
called a few minutes ago from the nursing home and said 
very sweetly, 'Alma, our little Mattie just went to be with 
Jesus.'" P. 0. Box 2351 

Riverside, CA 92516 
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DIRECTORY 
• • • • • 

TRAVELING? 
VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER 
LINE. YEARLY RATES ARE: $125.00 FOR 3 
LINES: $175.00 FOR 4 LINES: $225.00 FOR 
5 LINES: $275.00 FOR 6 LINES: $325.00 
FOR 7 LINES: $375.00 FOR 8 LINES. SEND 
ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT. 
P.O. BOX 21 0876. BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-
7876. SEND NO MONEY. WE WILL BE 
HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 
FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. Phone (907) 456-4921 

CALIFORNIA 
ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area, we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107. (818) 
791-2499 Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m .. 210 Fwy N. on Altadena Dr. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BERNADINO, 
CA. 3630 N. "E" St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. and 
6:00P.M. Wed. 7:00P.M. Call 883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow. Minister, 883-5232. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10:00, 11:00 am., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:00 
p.m. Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

COLORADO 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ 
4690 S. Logan, (303) 789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

CONNECTICUT 
GROTON-Church of Christ meeting at 291 
Osprey Dr. Sun. 9:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. Wed. 6:30 
P.M. Ph. 446-0676. 

FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER-Central Church of Christ. 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Services: Sun. 
10:00 & 11:00 A.M., 6:30 P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39th Ave. Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use highway 222 
exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. (904) 376-
4343 or 373-7277. W. D. Jeffcoat. evangelist. 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd: (904) 771-5075 or 
771-2646; Sun. 10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 SOUTH FLORIDA AVE. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M. & 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. e 

Robert McAnally, minister 682-4702, 665-8060 
Home of Florida School of Preaching 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 21 W. Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, 
evangelist. 855-5651 or 855-1326. 

Bellview Church of Christ 
4850 Saufley Road 

(Exit Hwy. 297 off 1-10 West) 
Pensacola, Florida 32526 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. 
& 6:00 P.M. Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 
Phone (904) 455-7595. Bobby Liddell, evangelist. 

SARASOTA-Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M .• 6:00 
P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10 & 11 A.M., 
6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob 
Winton, evangelist. 

SEBRING-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:00, Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 P.M. Jack H. McGhee, 
evangelist. 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA-Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 (404) 299-1475. B.S. 
9 A.M., Wor. 9:50 A.M. & 6 P.M. (1.1 mile inside 
1-285.) 

BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy. 49 
( 1 mi.) to Hwy. 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. B.S. 9 A.M. Wor. 10 A.M.; 6 P.M. Wed. 7 
P.M. Call (912) 956-3719-956-2099. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
STOCKBRIDGE-The church meets at 10:00 A.M. 
Call anytime you are in the area. Will contact 
relatives or friends. (413) 232-7114. 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH-Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 Nanti
coke St., 55811. Sun. 10:00 & 11:00 A.M. & 6 P.M. 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Phone (218) 722-1984 or 722-1871. 
Paul Curless and David Dalton, evangelists. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-Church of Christ. College & 7th Sts. 
65616. Sun. 9:30 & 10:20 A.M. & 6:30 P.M. Wed. 
7:00P.M. Phones (417) 334-3866 & (417) 334-3757. 
A. J. Hendrix, minister. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB. 922 S. Central. 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 
minister, 878-1162. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 4400 Knight Arnold Road. Memphis, TN 
38118. Sunday 9:30 and 10:30 A.M. and 6:00P.M. 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Call 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker. 
minister. 363-1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 North of Greenbrier, Tennessee • 
Between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 • 25 miles north 
of Nashville • Sunday Bible Study 9:30 A.M., 
Worship 10:30 A.M. • and 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:30P.M. • Roy McConnell, evangelist. 
Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091 for 
information. 

Home of the Robertson County Lectureship 
Labor Day Weekend each year. 

TEXAS 
DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
312 Pearl St., Denton, TX 76201. (817) 387-3531 
Sun. 9:00, 10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
Home of ANNUAL DENTON LECTURES, second 
week in November. Dub McClish, evangelist. 

SEAGOVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
510 North Kaufman Street • (Exit Kaufman Street 
off U.S. 175, 6 miles south of 1-635, on the 
southeast side of Dallas) • Sunday Bible Study 
9:00 A.M.. Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. 

HOUSTON-FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway, (Exit Barker-Cypress Road, 
1-10 West) Sunday Bible Study 9:00A.M. Worship 
10:00 A.M. and 6:00P.M. Wednesday Bible Study 
7:30P.M. Phone (713) 492-1219. 

FOREIGN 
EUROPE 

The church meets in Banbury, England. U. S. 
military bases and Stratford-Upon-Avon nearby. 
P. 0. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon., England. Call (295) 
720990 or (869) 232490. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
* NOTUITION 
* TWO-YEAR PROGRAM 
* V. A. APPROVED 

David P. Brown, Director 

Emphasis on: 
Sound doctrine 
Evangelism 
Learning the Word 

SWSBS 
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CLASSIFIED 
Florida 

School of 
Preaching 

ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS 52.00 PER LINE. THIS SECTION IS DESIGN ED 

ESPECIALLY TO ACCOMMODATE PREACHERS SEEKING WORK OR CONGREGATIONS 

SEEKING PREACHERS. OTHER CHURCH RELATED MATTER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING 

WITH THE PUBLISHER'S STANDARDS. SEND A LL CORRESPONDENCE TO: FIRM 

FOUNDATION, AD DEPARTMENT. P.O. BOX 210876. BEDFORD. TX 76095·7876. 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

(813) 683-4043 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Wanted-Mature preacher to work with the East 
Provodence Church of Chr ist, East Providence, AI. 
Write for details, 22 Wampanoag Tr .. E Providence. 
AI 02915. 

Minister needed for church of Christ, Benson. AZ. 
Small congregation . Appl icant must have some of 
own support. $150.00 p er week plus housing and 
uto loties. Contact: Bennie Metheny (602) 58&3842 or 
write: Church of Christ. P.O Box 845. Benson. AZ 
85602. 

Wanted: Full t ime p reacher ror the church of Christ in 
Lathrop, CA. 50 miles south of Sacramento. Small 
congregation. with eldership, and about 50 members. 
Send resume to Irvine Willson. 24 16 East Lathrop 
Road. Lathrop, CA 95330. Phone (209) 858-2234. 

Small California church needs a reti r ed or semi· 
retired minister. New house and ut ili ties and partial 
support. Send resume to: Hardy Reeves, 1553 Corg iat 
Drove. Newman. CA 95360 

CAMPUS MINISTER WANTED. The Westside Church 
o f Chr ist, Ames. Iowa. is o ffer ing a graduate assostant
ship fo r a mature Christian to oversee a campus 
ministry program while pursuing graduate stud ies at 
Iowa State University. This unique opportun ity 
involves outreach to a student population exceeding 
25.000, and co-ordinating the effo rts o f the campus 
monostry with the local congregation. For more 
information. send a l etter o f interest and the names o f 
three references to the lnreach-Outreach Committee, 
Westsode Church o f Christ. P.O . Box 1 154, Ames. Iowa 
50010, o r call (515) 292·2969 or (515) 233-5437. 

FOR SALE 

HERMENEUTICAL AG NOSTICISM· A Critoque of 
Sub1ectivism In Biblical lnterpretatoon. $9.00 ppd. to 
Ma1or Premose Books. 1 1026 Wurzbach Road. San 
AntOniO, TX 78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS. o ther books at great 
prices. Fo r tree list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Book finders. 159 Gibson Dr .. Henderson, TN 38340. 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. Lyle. Ph.D. 296 pages. A collectoon of thousands o f 
scropture references. each summarized and organized 
under hundreds of logocally-arranged subtect areas. 
Includes over 2.000 interestong, omportant discussion
slimulating questoons. Thos extremely clear and easy 
guide to the Bible is a must lor every Christ ian's 
library. ltos odeal for Soble c lasses for all ages. and for 
collage evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity 
an d power of New Testament Christoanity . Order by 
sending $10.50 to Theo-Med Publishers. Box 1483, 
Colton. CA 92324. 
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Tracts· UNITY IN DIVERSITY AND EVANGELISTIC 
AUTHORITY, Victor M. Eskew, 1485 Catalina. 
Memphis, TN 38111. St 50 l or both 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE " BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. An 
easy, enjoyable, effectove system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more in 
your congregation. Elders or Church leader s wrote for 
free information to: Dan Lyle. 5916 Vandegrift Ave , 
Rockvolle. MD 20851. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale-an actove congregatoon . 4017 Memorial 
Drive, Decatur . GA 30032. (404) 299- 1475. 

CASH FOR RELIGIOUS BOOKS Out of print books 
searched lor. New Location· Restoration L ibrary. 
1914 E. 2nd St .. Edmund, OK 73034 Ph. 405-348-6800 

!I' Strong Bible Emphasis 
!I' Two Year Program 
!I' 100 Semester Hours 
tr No Thition 
!I' Scholarships Available 
!I' Qualifaed Faculty 
!I' V.A. Benefits 
!I' Call or Write 

TRAINING PREACHERS SINCE 1969 

(PAUL) & ASSOciATES 

• Providing quality construction of church buildings • 27 years experience in church design 
• In-house architectural & engineering services • Various architectural services available 
• $40/sf average incl. pews, carpet, sound & lighting ·Total management from start to finish 
• Introducing our new Williamsburg design • Interior design services provided 

CALL FOR VIDEO INTRODUCTION AND MORE INFORMATION 
581·8322 3600 Old Bullard TX 75701 847-0082 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Southwest Lectures - April 14-17 - Austin, Texas 

Memphis School of Preaching Lectures 
March 31-April 4 - Memphis, Tennessee 

Bellview Lectures - May 12- 15 -Pensacola, Florida 
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A few days ago, I read a comment on Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address. The critics say it possibly could be 

the most powerful speech ever made apart from 
inspiration itself. They say the short address is absolutely 

perfect from just about every standpoint. The speaker 
before Lincoln spoke for over two hours. Lincoln's 

speech barely lasted two minutes. 

I am like a child whe_n it comes to going to Disneyland. 
The highlight always has been to go into a special theater 

just inside the entrance and sit in awe as a mechanical 
Abraham Lincoln rises from his chair, takes a couple of 
steps forward, and delivers a short patriotic speech that 

always leaves me with goose bumps. After spending 
several hours seeing the sights, we would stop and listen 

to the recitation again. I recently was told that this 
particular attraction is no longer there. Maybe ole' Abe 
was just too truthful, patriotic and conservative for the 

masses of today's mixture of humanity. 

We all have read words from great men concerning their 
mothers. Lincoln's words of tribute to his mother are 

somewhat like the famous address, very short, but very 
powerful. He said, "All that I am or hope to be, I owe to 
my angel mother." Some reader may say that this is not 

the week of MOTHER'S DAY, so why talk about 
mothers? But, with me every day is mother's day! My 
mother is gone on (twenty years after my father went 

on), to be with all good mothers and the heavenly hosts 
forever. But she lives very strongly in my heart and in my 

thoughts. 

We didn't say "mother" back in the earlier days. It was 
always "Mama." However, I have noticed that even 

today's children who say "mother" as the standard name 
for their mother will often say "Mama" when the 

pressures are on them or when they are in trouble. I 
wonder why? Mama just seems to speak a language all its 

own and in its own way. 

My mother was out of the old school just like Papa was, 
back in those golden years that time has swept away 

forever, save in our memories. She lived through at least 
two great depressions and at least four great wars. And 

that's enough to make an old mother out of a very young 
mother, and it did for many. 

Mama knew real sorrow as so many mamas know. She 
and my father gave up a little son just four years old. I 

-------------- -
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was born a few years after he left this earthly abode, after 
being in it such a very short period of time. They 
accepted what they had to live with as so many do, but I 
know that more than fifty years later they still had their 
moments of grief. They said, and others confirmed it, that 
I came along almost a carbon copy of that little lad. 

Mama was one of the most unique persons I knew. She, 
like so many back in those days, had very little formal 
education, but she was wise in life and the ways of life. 
When she read, she read aloud, or whispered her words 
as was so typical of many back then. This practice she 
continued as long as she could read. One day when she
was visiting us for a few weeks my wife came to my office 
and said, "Go down the hall and listen to Mamaw (as our 
children called her) read the genealogies." I quietly 
walked down the hall; she was reading aloud. She would 
read, "And A-r-a-m begat A-m-i-n-a-d-a-b; and A-m-i-n-a-d
a-b be gat N-a-a-s-s-o-n, and N-a-a-s-s-o-n be gat S-a-1-m-o-n." 
This is Matthew I :4. Mama was reading up to the hard 
words and then spelling them out! I think many 
"degreed" people today may agree that she was 
approaching it in the only sure way! Unless one knows all 
the "hypocritical" markings he doesn't have a chance with 
many of those jaw-breaker words. 

Being from the old school, Mama did not accept the idea 
that a child left to himself will turn out alright. She 
thought the child needed a bit of help along the way. 
Sometimes that help took the form of a peach tree switch. 
She really knew how to use it when all else failed. We 
had a peach tree just outside the kitchen window. Talk 
was that Mama made the best peach cobbler one ever 
tasted with peaches from that tree. I didn't know-1 had 
other experiences with that tree that just about turned me 
against peach cobbler. When I jokingly brought this up in 
the nursing home half a century later she would sadly 
smile and say, "I don't want to talk about that." She 
believed correction to be a part of a child's training (Prov. 
22:6), and she believed an occasional trip or two-or 
maybe three-around that peach tree was a part of it. Oh, 
if some of these child "experts" today believed the same! 

Mama flew to California on a 747-her first ride on an 
airplane. We knew she would be sick from fright, so I put a 
sheet and pillow on the back seat of our car when we went 
to pick her up from the airport. She bounced off that plane, 

(Continued on Page 28} 
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TWENTY -FIFTH ANNUAL LECTURESHIP 
MARCH 31-APRIL 4, 1991 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

Elliott H. Glasgow 

4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38118 
KennethGossen THEME: "GREATLESSONS FROMNEWTESTAMENTCHARACTERS." 

SUNOA\' ,MAKCII J l, l991 
9:J0..10:.20A.M. Apronft:t"Pctcr, WhoTra,·ekd Both Hi&hlnd Low Roads" ..•.••• , •..••• ,., .•.. •. (Ru A. Tamrr, Sr.) 

JO:JO.IJ:JOA.M. Countt'OUS ' 'John lht Baptist. a Man WboPruc:bcd and Pcoplc:Jklic,·cdonJrsw" ••..• (E. L Wlllt.l.ku) 
6:00- 1:()0 P.M. "Jaw Christ, thcMaitcrTC2.c:her orthcA&a" .• , ..•. , , . . . • . . .••. (Thoma.\ D. Warrn) 

MONOA\' ,APRIL 1,1991 
9:00. 9:50A.M. Apostlt.t"Andtt:w, A Soul Wiru'lcr forOuUt"., •.••.•••... , ..•.••.••.. , .•••.••.•.••. (Doa&luShas) 

1 0:00-1 0:~0 A.M. "Jaus Christ , Who Dealt 'ffith Crucbl luues'' ...•... , •. ..•..••.• , . ••..• , •..•••• (Tbomas U. \\'arrra) 
10:~ IO:SO A.M. ''Eiisabnh-A1td Moch«; Mary- Calltd BletKd ' ' 

(\\'omt:n's Oau) .•.... , •.. , •...•....•.... , •••.•...... . .•..• , ••.. ,, ..• ,,, ..•..• tOorotbJ ~foJhtr) 
II:OO.II:SOA.M . Couratrows "Stephen, Who Odc.ndcd the Faith E'«t Unto Death" ••.•• , ••• , •••• ,, •••.•• (Joba Bunu) 
11:00-II:SOA.M, Oau 1·11~/~rs"Oncsiphorw.a Rc:frtthlnsOuisln Paul's Ufe" ••...•....••........•. (J .A. Mc:Null) 

Cb.u2-CtHn'U$/OfLI ''Etbiopla.nNoblc:man, Who WuSinc:udJ Rdl&)oui Yd l.olt" 
••••••.•••.• , •• • , • , .••• , • , ••• , , , ••.• , •••••••• , • , , , , • , . , , ... , .. . .•. , .•.•..... (Eddie: l ldms) 

Oass J. ~rrfopln1 Cluzrrmert''Prodipl Son, Wbo W:u Skk of Home:, 1-t omc:tick, a.ad Came Home:' ' 
.......•• , ..••.. , , •• . , . , ••••. , ••• , • , ••• , • , •.. , • , .•• , • , ••••• , •• , . , , •• , ..•.• (Joho fc:rausoo) 

Clau 4 • Rutru "Pilate, with Whom Polley Prevailed A&linst Principle:" 
............•........•..•..•..•••. . .••..•.•..•.•...••••.. .. •.....•..•....••... (Dill L)'OD.t:) 

11:50- I:IO P.M . l UNCH 
1:10.. 2:00 P .M. Good:Mrtt "Nathaniel, in Whom W u No Guile:".,, •. .•.• , . . . , ...... . .... .... . , .. •. , .(Giron POKJ) 
1:10.. 2;00 P.M. Class I ·ApoJialet"Tbc: Rich Man, Who Rc:f\UCd tofc:c:da Poor Bq,pr" 

........... ...... ............ ... ................. . . , ............ , , , .. ... .... (Tom Crrmlo) 
Clus 2 · Btlit'rrrs''The BUnd Mac, an E~ampleofTrue Faith lnCbtbt" •••.•••••.••• (Noalt fbckworO) 
Oa.u l · "M&rJ Maadalenc-Many Vinuu; OruUIIa-Diuerardcd Marrlarc:" 

(Women's Cl:us) .••....•..•• , •• ,,., ••• ,., ••• , ..••..• , •• , .••.•• , •.. , •..••.•. (Cot1oac Elk los) 
2:10. 3:00P.M. EY'Qnlrlists "Philip, fromTablcSmcrtoGospcl Preacher" . •.••..••••..•...•.•••..... (Worn~ Coats) 
l: IO- 4:00P.~I. ''Open forum'' .••• , .•••. .. •...••.•.•• , ••• ,., ••• , ••••• ,., ••• , •.•••.. .•• . , ...... (Gorlud f'Jklos) 
4:00- 7:00P.M. I NTERM ISSION 
7:00- 7;lO P.M. CONGREGATIONAlSJNGINO 
7:JO... 1:30 P.M. "TheScrip:urcs' Own Tesdmony'o Their All Sufrtdency" . . ..• .. •• .. , • .. .•....•... (CorN. WOOds) 

TUr.5UAY,A.PKJL1, 1,.,1 
9:00- 9:SOA.M. Aposr/a"Jobn,SonofThundu Rtchlcnc:lc:dbythc: Lord'' 

••....••................. . •....•••....••..........••.• . .•...••••....••..•••••• (BobbJ U ddcll) 
IO:OO.lO:SO A.~t. "Jesus Chrbt, Who Dealt with Crudal lu ues" ......... . , •• ,, ...... , ............ (Tho ..... B. Wanuj 
10:00-tO:SO A.M. ''Samaritan Wom11'1-0 fftrtd Uvina Waitt: Bctni«-Shllmclus and Incestuous'' 

(Wo~'sClau) • .....•. ,., •••. ,., ••.... . ......••••••••••.••••• . •••..•••• , • , (BrtMa R•tkrford) 
11:00-II:SO A.M. Counfl'OV.I'" Paul, Whos.c: Evanaclit lic ZcaiBrouaht Suffer ina" ., ••• ,., ••... ,, .•... (lhrrdl Oat>ldJOa) 
11:00-II :SO A.M. Clan I -1/tiJNrs"Epapbroditu.s, Kind Friend WhoNc:atlyDitdSupplyln& Poul'1 N«dd" 

•••. , •..•.. .. .... .•. ...... ..... •••. . .•••.•..•.•........•........••....•.• (Hod Nutbtrrord) 
Clau2·COtlrtnion~"SaulofTauus, WhoCallc:don the: Lord" ........ , .... , ...•... , (I,.\', RJcr, J r.) 
Cbul-!Jr,rlophtt CMracttiT"Simon the Sormu, Who Wtnl hom Sainthood 10 Simony" 

, ....•..••••• , •••.• ,, ••••••••••...•.•..•. ...... ••• , ••••..••.....•• , .• (Robtn R. Tarlor, J r.) 
Oau 4 • Rul"'"Ca.iapha:•. a Blind Leader of the Blind", ... . • , ••• ,., •• ,,,,, •• ,,., .••. (S tuc Wl11lns) 

II :SO. I: IOP.M. LUNCH 
1:10- 2:00P.M. GoodM~n''Jamcs, oGreatl.adttinthc:Jtrusakm Church" . ... , ....... , .•• ,, ,, ... .. , . utmmr Batu) 
1:10- 1:00 P.M. Clau I -Apomltn "Judas, WhoJCMlttria!ism Led too HeinousCri~aod to Hb<hro Place" 

........... ...... ................ ........................ .. ... ............. (PaulVou&ban) 
Ctau 2-lk//~lYT3 "Z.cchacus, Who Undc:ruood Rc:pc:ntance" .•• , .• , •.•••••• ,., •••.. (Mkt.ocl CIUord) 
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WHOM BUT THE LORD? 
by Adron Doran 

There is none to be compared with the Lord . The 
prophet Isaiah quoted God as having said , "I a m 
God a nd there is no ne else: I a m God a nd there is 
none like me" (I sa. 46:9). The names of me n, however 
great, pale into insignifica nce when compared to the 
name of the Lord. The Bible makes reference to the 
name of God as "holy and reverend" ( Ps. I II :9). That 
is why we should not apply th ese terms as titles to 
religious leaders. They belong exclusively to J ehova h. 

The Bible refers to the name of C hrist and says, 
"wherefore God hath exa lted him and hath given him 
a name which is above eve ry name; tha t at the na me 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in ea rth, a nd things under the ea rth; and 
that every tongue should confess that J esus is Lo rd , to 
the glory of God the Father" (Phil. 2:9-11 ). That is 
why those who confess the na me of Jesus C hrist "with 
the mouth unto sa lva tio n" and a re baptized "for the 
remission of sins" should wear the name of Christ 
a nd be Christians only. 

To whom but the Lord shall we render praise, do 
honor and pa y homage? The Apost le Paul wrote, 
"and whatsoever ye do in word or deed do a ll in the 
name of the Lord J esus (by his authority) giving 
"thanks to God and the Father by him" (Col. 3: 17). 

The psalmist David considered the time and place 
where men have a great opportunity to praise and 
honor the Lord. He wrote, "Oh tha t men would praise 
the Lord for his · goodness and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men! Let them exalt him also 
in the congregation of the people and praise him in 
the assembly of the elders" (Ps. I 07:31-32). There is 
no more propitious time and place to praise God , a nd 

exa lt Christ than in the congregations of the saints. 
The writer of the epistle to the He brews admonished 
that " By him therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of 
pra ise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips 
giving thanks to his na me" (Heb. 13:15). 

The Bible regula tes what the sa ints should do in 
returning prai se unto God when we assemble as the 
body of Christ for worship. A part of our efforts 
should be to sing the praises of the Lord . That is why 
Paul wrote that the sacrifice of praise is the fruit of 
our lips. The Apostle furthe r clarified his position by 
writing to the Ephesians, "Speaking to yourselves in 
psa lms a nd hymns and spiritual so ngs, singing and 
making melody in your hea rt to the Lord" (Eph. 
5: 19). Nowhere in the New Testame nt, which regulates 
our wo rship to God, do we find the slightest reference 
to the use of mechanical instruments of music in 
prais ing God. 

To whom sha ll we go for truth but the Lord. Christ 
himself said , " I am the way, the truth and the life; and 
no man co mes unto the Father but by me" (John 
14:6). In a petition to the Fa ther J esus requested that 
God "Sanctify them (disciples) through thy truth, thy 
word is truth" (John 17: 17). We should not look for 
the truth , as it is in Christ J esus, among the scientists, 
the sociologists, the philosophers, the psychologists, 
or the theologians. We should follow the example of 
King David , who said to the Lord , "Thy wo:d is a 
lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path" (Ps. 
119: 105). In explaining the pa rable of the sower to his 
apostles, J esus said , "The sower soweth the word" 
(Mark 4: 14). 

(ConLinued on Page 5) 
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WHAT'S WRONG?-Part IV 
by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

"They cackled (how they cackled) crying every
thing was new; The old truths were all false, the 
new lies were all true." -Alfred Noyes. 

The quirkiest subterfuge running rampant in the new hermeneutic 
is the preposterous idea that statements can be in direct conflict and 
still be true. It is axiomatic that a precisely worded expression must 
be either true or false. Christian scholars are hard at work trying to 
convince us that just because two positions are diametrically 
opposed it is not necessary to conclude that one of them, at least, 
must be wrong. . 

Some of our scholars have sold out to the vain philosophy that 
truth is not attainable. Allen, Hughes and Weed badger us for having 
the nerve to think of the New Testament in terms of "a law book or 
divine constitution for the church ... as workable formulas, and neat 
blueprints" (The Worldly Church, published by ACU Press, p. 58). 

If the Bible gives an understandable code for conduct, then it is a 
rule book. Its rules must be read, understood, and followed. The 
rules are not doubtful, but clear. If the law of God is obscure and 
men are therefore incapable of applying their minds to it, accepting 
it, and obeying it, then God is an arbitrary tyrant. If God is love, as 
John affirms, then his statutes and legislation must be clear enough 
for honest men to grasp. Jesus rigidly warns us that we will be judged 
in the last day by his words (John 12:48). 
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Jesus says his words are light (John 12:46). Some would have us 
think his words are inscrutable and unknowable and that we must 

' walk in darkness, not in light. 
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Lest you think I am fighting the air and beating up a straw man, 
permit me to give a lengthy excerpt from a speech presented at the 
Christian Scholars Conference, July 19-22, 1989, at Pepperdine 
University. 

The plain fact is that the notion of restoration as accomplished 
fact simply will not sustain a serious and viable university ... 
this conception of the restoration theme makes some 
fundamentally erroneous conceptions about the nature of 
the Christian faith ... Faith, in this view, is transformed into 
knowledge, and salvation comes essentially through know
ledge and achievement ... God, in this view, is ... a cosmic 
lawgiver who is appeased when his children achieve and 
preserve perfection and displeased when they fail ... It must 
be obvious why this sort of theology will not sustain the 
search for truth ... truth in its fullness and wholeness lies 
always beyond the grasp of the human mind. The search for 
truth, therefore, is a continuous, never-ending search, and 
becomes the urgent task of each new generation. Faith, 
therefore, is not knowledge at all, but rather trust in God in 
spite of our lack of knowledge ... The word of God ... was far 
too large to be encapsuled by the wisdom of men (The Idea 
of a Christian University, Richard T. Hughes, pp. 6-7). 

Please note the following contradictions between what Richard T. 



Hughes says and what the Bible says: 
Hughes: "Truth in its fullness and wholeness lies always beyond the 

grasp of the human mind ... Faith is not knowledge at all, 
but rather trust in God in spite of lack of knowledge." 

Bible: Romans 10:17: "So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God." 
John 8:32: "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free." 
Matthew 13:23: "But he that received seed into the good. 
ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; 
which also beareth fruit." 
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James 2:24: "Ye see then how that by 
works a man is justified, and not by faith 
only." 
James 2:26: "For as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without works is 
dead also. 

Hughes: "God, in this view, is a cosmic lawgiver" 

Bible: Psalm 119:1: "Blessed are the undefiled in 
the way, who walk in the law of the Lord." 
Psalm 119:2: "Blessed are they that keep 
his testimonies, and that seek him with the 
whole heart." 
Psalm 119:4: "Thou hast commanded us to 
keep thy precepts diligently." 
Psalm 119:5: "0 that my ways were directed 
to keep thy statutes!" 
Psalm 119:9: "Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his way? by taking heed 
thereto according to thy word." 
Psalm 119:10: "With my whole heart have I 
sought thee: 0 let me not wander from thy 
commandments." 
Psalm 119:22: "Remove from me reproach 
and contempt; for I have kept thy testi
monies." 
Psalm 119:27: "Make me to understand the 
way of thy precepts: so shall I talk of thy 
wondrous. works." 
Psalm 119:33: "Teach me, 0 Lord, the way 
of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the 
end." 
Psalm 119:34: "Give me understanding, 
and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe 
it with my whole heart." 
Romans 8:2: "For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death." 
Acts 20:32: "And now, brethren, I commend 
you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give 
you an inheritance among all them which 
are sanctified." · 
Matthew 5:48: "Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect." 
Matthew 22:40: "On these two command
ments hang all the law and the prophets. 
Romans 2:13: "For not the hearers of the 
law are just before God, but the doers of 
the law shall be justified." 
Romans 3:31: "Do we then make void the 
law through faith? God forbid: yea, we 
establish the law." 
Romans 7:22: "For I delight in the law of 
God after the inward man." 
Romans 7:25: "I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I 
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myself serve the law of God." 
1 Timothy 1:8: "But we know that the law is 
good, if a man use it lawfully." 
Hebrews 10:16: "This is the covenant that I 
will make with them after those days, saith 
the Lord, I will put my laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds will I write them." 
James 1:25: "But whoso looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but 
a doer of the work, this man shall be 
blessed in his deed." 
James 2:8: "If ye fulfil the royal law 
according to the scripture, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well." 
James 2:12: "So speak ye, and so do, as 
they that shall be judged by the law of 
liberty. 

Hughes complains that church leaders, in the 
attempt to restore the New Testament order of 
things, "simply assumed that human beings could 
read the Bible, understand the Bible, and fully 
implement the Bible's message and, in so doing, 
could renew the kingdom of God on earth" (The Idea 
of a Christian University, RichardT. Hughes, p. 8). 

The crux of the whole discussion is whether we 
can know the will of God and do it. Hughes thinks 
not, and is eager for us to give up the attempt. He 
believes that restoration is not possible, and it is 
therefore a mistake. 

Jeremiah said: "Stand ye in the ways, and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls." 
(Jer. 6:16). The people made the hateful answer, "We 
will not walk therein." 

Professor Hughes is certain that no one can be 
certain about the conditions of salvation. He is sure 
we cannot be sure of anything. We must be tolerant 
of everything, and fanatically broad-minded and 
liberal. 

This leads, of course, to the pluralistic idea that 
you must not draw the line anywhere, because you 
cannot know, and know that you know, anything 
absolutely. "No human being has the right to assume 
that he or she has fully understood and can therefore 
impose his or her conclusions on the rest of the 
community" (The Idea of a Christian University, 
RichardT. Hughes, pp. 10-11). 

Our dear brother is teaching universal salvation. 
He wrote, " ... the Jove and grace of God assures us 
all that we are saved in spite of our intellectual 
blunders and that our salvation does not depend on 
our wisdom, knowledge, or understanding" (The Idea 
of a Christian University, RichardT. Hughes, p. 11). 

"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men" (Titus 2:11). If Hughes is right, 
then all men will be saved. What a relief! No need to 



"go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature." No need to "study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." No need 
to "present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service." No need to "be ye doers of the word, and 
not hearers only, deceiving your own selves." 

Just lay back and let go. No need to pity the poor 
Hindu, because he is saved, too, as he bows down 
and worships Rama, Krishna, Buddha, or Christ. 
Don't go rushing off to India. Relax and don't worry, 
the grace of God is universal, and all will be saved 
with or without knowledge and obedience. 

A common objection is to complain that if a person 
knows something absolutely, he is claiming to know 
everything. I know a little third grade school girl who 
is very certain that two plus two equals four, in the 
ten base system of math, but she does not claim to 
know about calculus of variations. 

The commands of God are clear-cut, and therefore 
easy to understand. It is not necessary to have a 
doctorate degree from a great university to know "he 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." THe 
plowboy can easily understand that baptism is a 
burial and resurrection. "And Jehovah answered me, 
and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon 
tablets, that he may run that readeth it" (Hab. 2:2). 
Even he who runs may read and understand the 
commands of Jehovah. A third grade school girl can 
know, and know that she knows, some things. 

It does not therefore follow that there are no deep 
things in the word of Jehovah. We can know what 
God commands of us in order to our salvation. Still, 
the Bible is full of things that are "hard to be 
understood" (2 Peter 3:16). That is how it keeps its 
appeal. Its requirements lie upon the surface of the 
page, but its deep things require a lifetime of study, 
and some things that only eternity will reveal. 

God's holy word is legislation, statutes, contract, 
covenant, testament, will, rules, pattern, example, 
type, and law.lt therefore requires careful obedience. 
Violation of God's sacred word will be punished. Sin 
is transgressing, or ignoring God's commands. One 
day the books will be opened and the dead will be 
judged out of the things written in the books (Rev. 
20:12). "Casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that is exalted against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5). 

"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: 
because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also 
reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing 
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I also will 
forget thy children" (Hosea 4:6). 

"Yea verily, and I count all things to be loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I suffered the loss of aJI things, and do count 

them but refuse, that I may gain Christ" (Phil. 3:8). 
Allan Bloom was right when he wrote of "The 

Closing of the American Mind." Mommas and 
Poppas ought to know, when they send their kids off 
to the university, they will be taught, by some 
professors, doubt and uncertainity. Agnosticism is 
on the rise. The wise parent will take note and warn 
his son or daughter of levels of unbeli~f, even in 
universities that claim to be Christian. 

WHOM BUT THE LORD? 
(Continued from Page I) 
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When Jesus asked the twelve, "Will ye also go 
away?" the Apostle Peter replied, "Lord to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life" 
(John 6:67-68). Not only must we live by the word of 
the Lord while we are upon the earth, but we will be 
judged by the word when Jesus returns (Rev. 20:12; 
John 12:48). 

To whom but the Lord shall I go for salvation? 
Christ said to Zaccheus, "The Son of Man is come to 
seek and save the lost" (Luke I 9: I 0). The Apostle 
wrote to the Ephesians about their salvation and 
said: "In whom (Christ) we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the 
riches of his grace" (Eph. I: I 7). Many individuals 
believe that salvation is from God and that it is in 
Jesus Christ but have never learned how to get into 
Christ. The Apostle Paul told the Romans that faith 
and confession are acts that bring us "unto" salva
tion and righteousness (Rom. 10:9-10). He goes on 
to teach them that baptism is "into" Christ by a 
burial in water (Rom. 6:3-5~-j P,aul confirmed the 
salvation of the Galatians, ~! . ~he same process, 
when he wrote: "For we are all the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus; fo~ as many as have been 
baptized into Christ have pt.Jt on Christ" (Gal. 3:26-
27). The Bible teaches that salvation is in Christ and 
that we are baptized in w~tJr to get into Christ~ Thus 
to be in Christ means; that we are in the Church 
(Acts 2:47; Eph. 5:23; I Cor. 12: 13). 

There is none bu~ the Lord to whom we can go to 
find answers to perplexing questions, solutions to 
our difficult prqblems, refuge from the storms of life, 
and comfort a~idst the trials and tribulations. We 
may be asstrdd always that the Lord cares. We 
should resol e here and now to take the name of 
Jesus with u We must always obey God rather than 
man. To Whom Will We Go? 111 Woodland Ave. 

Lexington, KY 40502 
1}-
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THE BIRTH OF DIGRESSION 
By E. R. Harper 

The church is in danger of another digression. The 
"innocent things" being practiced today by loyal 
members of the body of Christ~ because they do not 
think of the harm, is alarming to those of us who have 
been in the battle lines for years. 

The same cause that took us away in the century 
just closed will lead us into apostasy today; people 
not familiar with the truth of the Bible do not know 
the issues that are troubling the church today. The 
modern pulpit does not discuss problems. 

Church members do not have convictions against 
certain practices, as they once had. We are anxious for 
prestige and popularity. We are trying too much to be 
like the world about us. Too much show and not enough 
teaching. Too many churches are saying, "We are not 
bothered with this or that. Why preach on such things? 
Preach on subjects that will build the church. 

Too many people are coming into the fold not 
converted from their errors due to soft, compromising 
preaching. We have no conception of what it means 
and takes to be spiritual. 

The list could be multiplied, but this is enough. Let 
us look at straws showing which way the wind blows 
and that show the laxity, on our part, to watch every 
corner lest we fall from our steadfastness. 

Digression looks innocent at first, and deceives 
honest people. It does not look as if it will do much 
harm. In the beginning of digression few people see its 
flower. 

When the mechanical instrument was introduced, it 
was brought into the Bible School Classes with the 

promise that it would never be brought into the 
worship. Innocent people, rather than to have trouble 
in the church, agreed to this. It was not long until the 
instrument was in the worship. 

The digressives slowly broke down the convictions 
of the people against the instrument, especially the 
young people. The story is known. Digression swept 
the church and took meeting houses and members. 
The instrument, brought in for "non-worship" 
activities, soon became common in worship. 

MY PREDICTION 

The time will come when the mechanical instrument 
will be used in Sunday morning public worship in 
congregations that now oppose it. Easter observance 
with sectarian bodies will be observed. Special holy 
days will be promoted. Bringing the instrument into 
the building for weddings, funerals, and young folk 
activities is a step toward digression. It is coming, and 
those of us who poi.nt it out are hated. 

Brethren, think of me as you may. Unless the 
church undergoes some old fashioned indoctrination, 
it is in for a ride. The future of the church is at the 
turning point. It is not time for men with faint heart. 
We need men who know the truth, love the church, 
and are not afraid to step forward, raise the banner of 
truth, unsheathe the sword of the spirit, and attack 
the enemy while the church is still the church. 

E. R. Harper 
Now comforted in the bosom of Abraham. 

I}; 

IMPORTANCE OF THE TRUTH 
By Walter Swain 

The Sermon on the Mount frames together the 
skillful architecture of the Christian faith. Jesus in 
this great sermon lays down the basic truths upon 
which a righteous life is to be built. Near the end of 
this sermon the Lord declares the way of truth is 

narrow, and few will find it (Matt. 7:13-14). Then, 
Jesus speaks of the importance of obeying the truth 
(Matt. 7: 15-23). In a day of denominational error. 
humanistic and cultistic deception, we must again 
review this vital teaching. 
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J esus warns us to be constantly awa re of fal se 
pro phets. or teachers. Just as surely as there is tru th . 
there will always be those who oppose truth. though 
they may appear to be teaching it. P eter warned the 
Christians. " . . . among you a lso there shall be fa lse 
teachers" (2 P eter 2: I ) . J oh n cautions us, " Beloved , 
believe not eve ry spirit. but prove the s pirits, whether 
they a re of God; beca use ma ny fal se prophets are 
gone out into the wo rld " (I John 4: I). " Bewa re of 
false prophets. who come to you in sheep's clothing. 
but inwardly are ravening wolves" (Matt. 7: 15). " I 
know that after my departing grievous wolves sha ll 
enter in among yo u, not sparing the Oock" (Acts 
20:29). 

Ravening means "snatching, biting, scra tching, 
savage." Grievous mea ns "violent , cruel, unsparing." 
Vicious false teac hers will transform themselves into 
a ppealing messengers. effectively using smooth words. 
The devil uses devices (2 Cor. 2: II ) a nd can make 
himself appear to be a n angel of light (2 Cor. II: 14). 
False teache rs are misleading. They are not what they 
a ppea r to be. and therefo re sometimes deceive even 
the elect. The meanness of the slobbering wolf is 
hidden under the sheepsk in. Do not be deceived by 
poise, polish and pre tense; underneath it may be a vile 
a nd destructi ve s pirit. 

The apostle P a ul told the Ephesian e ld ers. "after 
my departure grievous wo lves will enter in among 
yo u. not sparing th e Oock" (Acts 20:29). Histo ry 
verifies that fal se teac hers infiltrated the church, and 
many followed their fa lse teaching. The letters to the 
seven churches in R eve la tion show many fa lse doc
trines were in the church eve n before the first century 
end ed. "And in covetous ness sha ll they with feigned 
words make merchandise of yo u: whose sentence now 
from of old linge reth not. and thei r destruction 
slumberet h not" (2 Peter 2:3). · 

Today. even with the Bible abundantly ava ilab le to 
almost everyone. erro r continues t o be taught a nd 
practiced by most of th ose claiming to fo llow the 
C hri stian faith. 

H ow are we to know who these fal se teachers are? 
"Ye s ha ll know them by their fruit s" (Matt. 7: 16) . The 
fr uit is false teaching-teaching that is contrary to 
sou nd doctrine. The fru it of a ny prophet is what th e 
pro phet says. I f the doctrine does not square with 
wha t the Bible teaches. it must be rej ected . 

It is not enough to be awa re of false teac hers and 
to oppose the m. It is not enough to teach the truth . 
J esus d ec la res that we must be d oers of the word if we 
are to enter heaven (Ma tt. 7:2 1-23). 

He empha tically says tha t we will be saved by wha t 
we say a nd by what we do. In the judgment day there 
will be ma ny who will be surprised to find that they 
a re lost , not because they did not know th e truth. or 
because they did not know a bout Jesus. but beca use 
they did not d o the truth . 

Like medicine sti ll in the bottle. un practiced truth 
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cannot do good. Truth is absol ute, a nd unchanging. 
and ca n ful fi ll its purpose only when it is hab itually 
d one. We must teach the truth, t he w ho le truth , a nd 
noth ing but the truth . This is the basis of restoration. 
We a lso must practice the tru th, the whole truth , a nd 
nothing but t he t ru th. T his is the reali zation of 
resto ra tio n. 

When the world sees that we teach a nd do the truth. 
the n they will want to do the sa me. "Let yo ur light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good wo rks, 
and glo ri fy your Father which is in heaven" (Ma tt. 
5: 16) . U nd efi led re ligion invo lves d o ing good to a ll 
men. a nd keeping oneself u nspo tted from the world 
(James I :27). The importance o f teaching and practic
ing the truth cannot be over st ressed . 

833 Begonia Street 
Escondido, CA 92027 
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The Lord's Church 
By J. Cleo Scott 

We may forget wha t God means by "church ," a nd 
accept the world's definition that "church" means a ny 
re ligious organ izat ion, a method of worship , or a 
denomination. 

These mode rn definit ions a re unl ike the way the 
New Testament uses t he word. The word means " the 
ca lled out " or an assembly of peop le called t ogether 
for a purpose. That pu rpose could be evil (Acts 19:39-
41) or wholeso me ( Acts 2:4 7). 

Cons ider t he way the Bible uses the word. 
" ... and upo n this roc k I will bu ild M y ch urch" 

(Matt. 16: 18). Christ is ta lk ing about the people 
"called out" of da rkness into His " ma rvelous light" 
(Col. 1:13). 

" For the hu sband is t he head of the wife even as 
Christ is the head of the church" (Eph. 5:23). The 
word chu rch. in this passage. des ignates Christ 's 
disciples. He tra nsla tes o nl y obed ient followers into 
the Kingdom. 

It is possible to use th e wo rd for "church " to 
id entify a n asse mbly that has come toge ther fo r 
worldly. or even unholy purposes. as in Acts chapter 
nineteen. S til l. when Bible wri ters use the word 
church to indicate t hose sepa rated by ho liness 
to service of God. t hose who practice doctr ines 
cont ra ry to the teachi ng of Christ a re not included. 
Deno minatio ns are not the ch urch of Christ- the 
c hurch C hrist pro mised to build- because t he people 
in t hose huma n instit utions have no t bee n made holy 
by t he blood o f t he Lamb. Only those w ho are 



obedient to the faith are in the church of Christ. God 
adds the saved to the church (Acts 2:47). 

Christ loves and died for all but promises eternal 
salvation only to those who obey him. Christ died for 
and will save the church. "Christ loved the church and 
gave himself for it" (Eph. 5:25). "Christ also is the 
head of the church, being himself the saviour of the 
body"(Eph. 5:23). "Though he was a Son, yet learned 
obedience by the things which he suffered; and having 
been made perfect, he became unto all them that obey 
him the author of eternal salvation" (He b. 5:8-9). 

We must not follow strange doctrines. "But in vain 
do they worship me, teaching for doctrine the com
mandments of men" (Matt. 15:9). We are to "all 
attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a fullgrown man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ: that we may be no longer children. tossed to 
and fro and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the 
wiles of error; but speaking truth in love, we may 
grow up in all things into him, who is the head, even 
Christ" (Eph. 4: 13-15). 

There is such a thing as false doctrine, and we must 
not be "tossed to and fro and carried about with every· 
wind of doctrine." There is such a thing as "the sleight 
of men." and "craftiness" (cunning, insidious, sly) 
teaching. There is such a thing as "wiles of error." 
There are religious leaders who are "seducing spirits" 
and teach "doctrines of demons" and hypocritically 
proclaim lies (I Tim. 4: 1-2). 

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the 
spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world" (I John 4: I). 

Let us visualize the doctrine of Christ about the 

church and eternal life. Christ calls people to leave 
darkness (Col. I: 13). You must be born again or you 
cannot enter the kingdom, (John 3:3-5). "Seeing ye 
have purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that 
ye love one another with a pure heart fervently; being 
BORN AGAIN, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible. by the WORD of God. which liveth 
and abideth forever" (J Peter I :22-23). 

There are not several (not even two) methods of 
serving the Lord. We serve Him by His method or we 
do not serve at all. 

There are not several ways to enter heaven but one. 
even Jesus. "I am the way, the truth. and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father but by me" (John 14:6). 

There are not several churches (religions) that 
belong to Christ, but only one body (Eph. 4:4). 

There are not a variety of doctrines that differ from 
the Lord's that will be pleasing to Him. but one faith 
(Eph. 4:5). 

God's people are one body; one Kingdom, one 
called out group to follow Christ; all teaching the 
same thing (Gal. I :8-9; I Cor. I: 10). Christ has the say 
over who is His and who is not His. We are His body 
only when we meet His criteria. We are NOT His 
when we fail to follow His teaching. 

We can follow His teaching and be among those 
who will be caught up with Christ and ever be with 
the Lord (I Thess. 4: 13-18 ); or we can follow the 
doctrines of men and be sent away into everlasting 
destruction (Matt. 25:46). 

2605 W. Ave. P 
Temple, TX 76504 
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Does the Church Save? 
By Allen Robertson 

People often say: "I don't think it makes much 
difference to which church a person belongs, or 
whether one is a member of any church, just so one 
is sincere. The church doesn't save." Perhaps the 
reason for this statement is a lack of understanding 
about the church and its position in the New 
Testament. 

The Church Is Christ's Body 

The New Testament declares that the church is 
Christ's body. "And hath put all things under his 
feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him that 
filleth all in all" (Eph. I :22,23). The church is the 
Lord's body. "And he is the head of the body, the 

church"(Col. 1:18). The church is Christ's body, and 
his body is the church. To say one can be saved 
outside the church is to say one can be saved outside 
of Christ. 

What Is in the Church? 
To be in Christ is to be in his body. Paul says the 

following things are in Christ: 
I. "All spiritual blessings" (Eph. l :3). 
2. "Redemption through his blood" (Eph. 1:7). 
3. "Forgiveness of sins" (Eph. l :7). 
4. "Inheritance" (Eph. l: II). 

There are many other blessings in Jesus. Since 
these things are only in Christ, they are in the 
church and only in the church. The person who is 
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outside the church cannot have any of them. If all 
spiritual blessings are in Christ. there are no spiritual 
blessings outside Christ. To be in Christ is to be in 
his body. which is his church. 
· The "kingdom" of Christ and the "church" of 
Christ are the same. Please observe: In Matthew 
16: 18-19 and in Hebrews 12:23-28 the words "church" 
and "kingdom" are used interchangeably. To his 
apostles Christ said: ''I will build my church" and "I 
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom" (Matt. 
16: 18-19). Christ promised to build his church and to 
give to his apostles the "keys of the kingdom." 

The writer of the Hebrews letter says. "But ye are 
come unto mount Zion. and unto the city of the 
living God. the heavenly Jerusalem. and to an 
innumerable company of angels. to the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn ... Wherefore 
we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved" 
(Heb. 12:23-28). · 

There Is One Church 

The New Testament teaches there is one church. 
PauJ wrote, "There is one body. and one Spirit. even 
as ye are called in one hope of your calling~ One 
Lord. one faith, one baptism, One God and Father 
of all. who is above all. and through all. and in you 

A New Book: 

Great Lessons From 

all" (Eph. 4:4-6). There are exactly as many "bodies" 
as there are Gods and Lords. The body is the church. 
There is one body. one church. Men may build many 
denominations. but God approves only one church. 

The Church Doesn't Save 

Church membership does not save. We who preach 
the whole counsel of God are sometimes accused of 
preaching that church membership saves. but the 
charge is false. Only Christ can save. But Christ 
saves the church. "Christ is the head of the church, 
being himself the savior of the body ... Christ loved 
the church. and gave himself for it" (Eph. 5:23-25). 

All the saved are in the church. "And the Lord 
added to the church daily such as should be saved" 
(Acts 2:47). It has been observed that those not 
added to the church are such as should not be saved. 
All the saved are in the one church. which is Christ's 
body. because God adds the saved to the church 
every day. Any religious order that does not claim to 
include all the saved cannot be the church of God
the church we read about in the New Testament. 
Denominations therefore are not the one body of 
Christ. /320 S. Church Street 
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LIBERAL OR CONSERVATIVE? 
By Walter Swain 

Two words often used to describe one's doctrinal 
position as a Christian are liberal and conservative. 
These two words can mean different things to 
different people and therefore convey no meaning to 
many people. 

To the professed Christian in the world, a liberal is 
one who does not believe the Bible to be the inerrant 
Word of God, this is classic liberalism. Such liberals 
can be identified by the way they think and teach. 

The liberal is sometimes called a modernist. He 
generally rejects all miracles of the Bible, denies Jesus' 
deity, believes in evolution, or theistic evolution, and 
espouses a social gospel. The Independent Christian 
Church is liberal because of the use of instruments in 
worship and choirs and/ or allowing women to usurp 
authority over men, which things show a lack of 
respect for Bible rule. They may or may not accept 
evolution, deny first century miracles, reject fulfilled 
prophecy, and embrace the social gospel. They may 
even claim to accept the Bible as the infallible revela
tion of God. They can be hybrid-liberals. The Disciples 
of Christ are liberals in the classic sense of the word. 

Conservatives, as opposed to this kind of liberal, 
are usually Bible believing people. They accept the 
teaching of the Bible as absolute, understandable 
truth. Still, some who are called conservative (funda
mentalist and evangelical groups) will not accept the 
clear teaching of the Bible on justification, organiza
tion of the church, worship of the church, and work 
of the church. They often pervert the teaching of the 
Bible with reference to the second coming of Jesus 
and the final judgment. They can be hybrid-con
servatives. 

The two terms refer specifically to whether one 
believes or disbelieves the Bible as the verbally 

inspired Word of God. This is how most religious 
people understand these words. We could say that a 
liberal is one who makes an opinion out of a command 
of God, while a conservative is one who treats every 
command of God as equally binding. 

In some places in the brotherhood, we have come to 
use these terms somewhat differently, and confusion 
results. Our "anti" brothers (anti-class, anti-coopera
tion, etc.) refer to those of us who have classes, and 
cooperate in church work as liberals. (An anti is one 
who makes his opinion equal to a command of God.) 
They call themselves conservatives, and, by implication 
if not by direct statement, refer to the rest of us as 
liberals. Both accept the Bible as the very word of God. 

To some I am a liberal, while to others I am a 
conservative. This makes the use of the two words 
obscure and therefore can cause confusion and 
misunderstanding. 

Would it not be better simply to speak of either a 
believer or an unbeliever? One either teaches truth or 
teaches error on any specific point. One is a true 
teacher of God's word or a false teacher. Biblical 
writers did not use the words liberal or conservative. 
They spoke of false teachers, teachers of error, false 
prophets. They spoke of faithful brothers, teachers, 
preachers, and ·disciples, but never used the terms 
liberal and conservative. 

There are those in the church today who teach false 
doctrine and err in the presentation of truth. Could 
we not simply deat with the errors and confront them 
with truth and refrain from labeling people as liberal 
or conservative? 609 Maybritt Circle 

San Marcos, CA 92069 
(619) 471-0277 
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GOD'S PLAN FOR CHRISTIANS 
By]. Shannon (Shan) Jackson 

"And to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness 
ofGod"(Eph. 3:19). With these words Paul climaxed 
his instructions concerning the riches of God's grace 
and his inspired sketch of a Christian. He notes that 
the whole family of believers may be characterized by 
power, faith, knowledge, and love in a marked degree, 
and may be "filled with all the fulness of God." 

To meet the requirements of Christianity, it is 

necessary to have overflowing power, overflowing 
faith, overflowing knowledge, and overflowing love. 
Christians are to overflow in all qualities of character. 

The point is resources. In God's plan, we find the 
promise of adequate reserves in the expression, 
"fulness of God." God overflows from boundless 
resources. He overflows in power, love, knowledge. 
He therefore plans that every Christian shall overflow 
with these qualities. 
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THE OVERFLOW OF POWER 
A Christian's whole moral nature must remain in 

touch with God. So, strengthened by that contact, be 
the expression of God's power. The first great question 
for everyone to settle is, Am I a Christian? After that 
is settled the next question must be, Am I living at a 
poor and starving rate, only paying moderate respect 
to my worship of God, or do I possess a reserve of 
power, putting my shoulder to the wheel and giving it 
irresistible movement? 

THE OVERFLOW OF FAITH 
Faith moves mountains. It always has, and will 

continue to do so. The victories of faith are tre
mendous achievements. Victorious faith is neither 
sentiment nor idle dream but conviction in action. It 
belongs within the Christian and shows its virility in 
the world. 

THE OVERFLOW OF KNOWLEDGE 
A Christian is responsive to the touch of God upon 

his soul and is a larger man. He has knowledge 
benefited by the Father. He comprehends all that is 
essential in this life and, more importantly, in the life 
to come. 

We need the breadth of mind to grasp the plan of 
God. We have the pattern in Christ. Heaven is the 
goal. In scripture we have an outline study of what we 
must become in the increase of knowledge. Oh, for an 
overflowing of knowledge, so that man might see in 
what direction the best forces of greatness lie! 

THE OVERFLOW OF LOVE 
Creativeness, activity, design-none of these repre

sent God's greatest attribute for the Bible says, "God 
is love." Love, in actuality, stimulated God's creative
ness, activity, and design. It is written, "Whoso 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God and God in him." 
He who loves the Father, and his fellow man, receives 
God's love. Creativeness is not God's greatest attri
bute, for it is written, "love passeth knowledge." It 
exceeds it in all its achievements. Philosophy does not 
redeem the world, nor do science nor any other man
designed, man-conceived line of thought. Secular 
education has not one factor of saving power. "The 
world by wisdom knew not God." 

Now, love enters and must be exercised. Only as 
there is in us an overflow of love, that is, a love 
flowing out into all the world and giving its inspiration 
to a passion for evangelism will we conquer sin and 
destroy the deeds of the evil one. 

How shall we be filled with all the fulness of God? 
Pray for it! Prayer "moves the arm that moves the 
world." Work for it! Concerted effort is required in 
order to "beild the ladder by whi~h we rise from the 
lowly earth to the vaulted skies." No man can com
prehend the possibility of his life until he accepts 
God's plan. "Eternity has no gray hairs, no wrinkles 
chiseled on its brow, and he who builds character for 
eternity, after God's plan, hath undying youth." 
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A Reader Writes 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

My recent article, pub1ished in the Gospel 
Advocate, dealing with the si1ence of the scriptures, 
has drawn a response from a dear sister in Ohio. The 
artic1e stated the fo11owing premises: 

1. Specific commands restrict. 
2. Generic commands permit. 
3. Silence lacks meaning without a positive state

ment. 
I estab1ished my proposition on the silence of the 

Bible by an appeal to Hebrews 7:14: "For it is evident 
t}lat our Lord hath sprung out of Judah; as to which 
tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priests." 

1. The covenant of Sinai specifica11y required 
priests from Levi. 

2. The Mosaic Covenant was silent concerning 
priests from any other tribe. 

3. Therefore only a son of Levi could acceptably 
serve as a priest under that covenant. 

Jesus was not of the tribe of Levi. but of Judah. 
God said nothing (was si1ent) about selecting priests 
from Judah, therefore the silence of God prohibited 
Jesus being a priest on earth. For Jesus to be a priest, 
the law had to be changed (See Hebrews 7:12). 

The app1ication was to the type of music in the 
worship of God in the church. The New Testament 
tells us we are to "sing." The command is specific; the 
Bible is silent about any other type of music; and it is 
therefore wrong to use pianos or fiddles or brass 
bands in praise and worship of God. 

Some may think of this is a minor point, but it is no 
more minor than the strange fire in Leviticus 10: 1-2, 
or picking up sticks on a day of rest in Numbers 
15:32-35, or touching in 2 Samuel 6:3-7, or eating the 
forbidden fruit in Genesis 2: 17. or misrepresenting the 
facts in Acts 5:1-10. 

God expects his word to be carefu11y obeyed. 
Anyhow, our beloved sister wrote, "Recently the 

minister of our congregation left and began a new 
feHowship because he felt restricted by legalistic 
attitudes ... He wanted to have a sunrise service at 
Eastertime." 

She attended the new congregation and "found 
them using a guitar i·n worship, and a woman leading 
the singing." The preacher for the new congregation 
advocated "worshipping as each person saw fit" and 
based this on Romans chapter fourteen. 
Her questions: 

Q: "Are the Easter Service, guitar. and woman song 
leader okay since the Easter service is different 
from the regula~ worship service?" 

A: Is there is a difference in regular public worship, 
and special public worship? If so, upon what 
Biblical principle may we make a difference 

between the special and the regular? Who makes 
this distinction and upon what authority? Is this 
like the perverted worship of Jeroboam ( 1 Kings 
12:28)? 

Q: "Does silence teach the use of a microphone is 
wrong?" 

A: There is a difference between an aid and an 
addition. The aid helps us to do what is 
commanded; an addition is something other 
than. and different from. what is commanded. 
This is elementary but needs to be repeated. 
Permit a few examples. 

Jesus commands us to "Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature." He tells 
us to go, but is silent about how we are to go. 
His silence permits us to go in any way that does 
not violate a New Testament principle. Assume 
Jesus required us to "Walk into all the world, 
and preach the gospel." The command to walk 
would forbid any form of locomotion other than 
walking. The automobile, train. airplane, and 
boat would be ruled out. 

If he had said "walk" into a11 the world, and 
was silent about the automobile. his silence 
would prohibit the use of a car. In one case 
silence permits; in the other case silence pro
hibits. Silence restricts where there is a positive. 
specific requirement and allows when the 
requirement is general. The command to walk 
would forbid going in an automobile, but it 
would not ban the use of a walking-cane or 
shoes. The cane and the shoes would aid the 
person in doing the thing commanded, but the 
automobile is another and different way of 
going. 

In the Lord's Supper we are to partake of 
bread in memory of the body of Jesus. The 
element is bread. The Bible is silent about 
peanut butter; but it would be wrong to spread 
peanut butter on the bread because that would 
introduce an element not authorized. The Bible 
is also silent about a plate to hold the bread, but 
the plate would be permissible because it does 
not introduce an unauthorized element. The 
peanut butter is an addition, the plate is an aid. 
The plate helps us do the thing specified, but the 
peanut butter adds to the specification. 

We are to sing in worshipping the Lord by 
order of the King. The Bible tells us to sing and 
does not say play or even make music. The 
command is specific. The songbook helps us do 
the thing commanded and is therefore a per
missible aid. The guitar is another and different 
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type of music and constitutes a wicked addition. 
The guitar is as sinful as the strange fire of 
Nadab and Abihu. 

The Bible tells us to edify one another in song 
and sermon. This involves someone to lead. The 
microphone merely amplifies the voice and 
makes no contribution of its own, and is therefore 
an allowable aid. If it injected an element into 
the worship (like peanut butter on the bread of 
the Lord's Supper, or a guitar that makes a kind 
of music that is not singing) it would be sinful. 

God told Noah to make an ark of gopher 
wood (Genesis 6:I4-I6). God specified the kind 
of wood. and everyone knows it would have 
been rebellion for Noah to use another kind of 
wood. God did not tell Noah what kind of tools 
to use, or not use. He could use hammer, saw, 
and chisel, because of silence in the absence of a 
positive command. The difference between the 
kind of wood and the tools used, or not used, is 
the difference between an aid and an addition. 

Q: "Are women song leaders okay unless it makes a 
brother to stumble per the teaching of I Corin
thians 8: I3; I 0:23-24?" 

A: Paul forbids women to teach over men in 
I Timothy 2: 12. The woman may teach a man. 
but she may not teach over a man. If the woman 
"takes charge" and directs worship when men 
are present, she is transgressing Bible teaching. 
Transgression is sin (I John 3:4). God punished 
every transgression of the Mosaic law. If we 
transgress the law of Christ, we shall not escape 
punishment (Hebrews 2:2-3). A woman may sing 
in the assembly and, in doing so, speak to, teach. 
and exhort men, but she may not lead the 
singing, because women are forbidden to teach 
over men. 

First Corinthians chapters eight and ten are in 
a different category from women teaching over 
men, or the use of instrumental music in worship. 
In First Corinthians Paul is talking about things 
concerning which there is no Ia w. This would 
include eating meats and personal times of study 
and fasting. 

We have no dietary laws in the New Covenant. 
If a person eats only vegetables~ fruits. and nuts. 
he may do so, provided he does not attempt to 
bind his eating preference on others. We are at 
liberty to set aside a time for fasting. prayer, and 
Bible study. but may not impose such activity on 
others. If we plan for a special day of public 
fasting. we are making rules for others the Bible 
does not make. and it is sin. The force of 
promoting a special day of public devotion is to 
coerce others into conforming to our personal 
choice. 

The law of Christ requires us to hold public 
assembly for worship upon the first day of every 
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week. Each Sunday is as important as every 
other Sunday. It distracts from every Sunday 
worship, if we set aside certain Sundays as of 
special importance. When men, without divine 
approval, designate a particular Sunday to exalt 
the resurrection or birth of Jesus, it has the effect 
of downgrading other Sundays. 

Q: "Is it wrong for me to say instruments are wrong 
for the person who truly believes in his heart it 
enhances his worship?" 

A: Acceptable worship is not determined by what 
one truly believes in his heart. but by what God 
commands in his word. Cain, no doubt. truly 
believed in his heart that a vegetable sacrifice 
was as good as an animal sacrifice, but he was 
wrong. If the standard for worship is what one 
truly believes in his heart, then anything goes
including prostitution, a Ia pagan idolatry. Cain 
believed in worshipping as each person saw fit, 
but God did not. 

It is too bad the preacher of this sister's acquain
tance felt restricted by legalistic attitudes in the 
church. The New Testament does speak of"the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ" (Rom. 8:2); and "the 
perfect law of liberty" (James I :25); and "the rule" by 
which we are to walk (Phil. 3: 16); and gives commands 
to be strictly obeyed (Matt. 7:21 ). If these are the 
legalistic attitudes that offended this preaching 
brother. then so much the worse for him. If he doesn't 
like the restrictions of the New Testament concerning 
music in praise of God, and women directing con
gregational worship, and the importance of every 
Lord's Day worship, he needs to fine tune his 
appetites. 

Finally, the super-sensitive brother, offended by 
loyal adherence to the regulations of the sacred 
scriptures, who petulantly decides to divide the body 
of Christ needs to reread I Corinthians 3:16-17. He 
and his followers could end up in hell. "And to you 
who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know 
not God. and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 2:7-8). 
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TRADITION 
By B. B. James 

According to Webster, tradition is "the handing 
down orally of customs, beliefs, etc. from generation 
to generation; (2) a long-established custom that has 
the effect of an unwritten law." 

Is all tradition bad? Middle Eastern guides, upon 
arriving at some point of historical significance, will 
often say, "This is the traditional site." That is, the 
location was confirmed orally from generation to 
generation as the place the event happened. The fact 
that it was a traditional site does not make it either 
false or true. Not all tradition is bad or harmful. 

Most congregations conduct worship services in an 
orderly manner. Generally the congregation pretty 
well knows the order of the worship. They may sing 
first, have a prayer, sing some more, and then have a 
sermon, followed by the Lord's Supper and giving. Or 
they have the Lord's Supper before the sermon. The 
arrangement is a matter of preference and varies 
from congregation to congregation. 

I have never known of an eldership or preacher 
contending that any given order of worship is a 
matter of faith. If they do, they are wrong. The 
customary or traditional format of worship is not 
binding. On the other hand~ neither is it wise to 
change the order simply for the sake of change, and to 
avoid the charge of traditionalism. Why upset and 
shock people for no other reason than frequent and 
unexpected changes? 1 Corinthians 14:40 says, ~'Let 
all things be done decently and in order." Scripturally, 
authorized things must be done in an orderly manner 
so the worshipper is comfortable. 

Some Christian Church preachers say congrega
tional singing is merely traditional. They say 
Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 refer to special 
singing or individual singing. I have been preaching 
more than fifty-six years and have never heard our 
brethren say that until recently. 

A Texas church is going to experiment with an 
early Sunday morning service featuring solos and 
quartets. The "regular" service would be at the regular 
time for those who want to remain with "tradition." 
Will the piano be next? "Brethren! we are drifting." 

Worship is highly personal and individual. We 
cannot worship by proxy. You cannot sing for me. In 
the song service we are to speak to, teach and 
admonish one another in psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs. The mutual nature of Biblically 
authorized singing in worship rules out a Broadway 
type show. 

Our public prayers include every worshipper 
present. Someone may lead the prayer, but we all 
participate~ and say "Amen" at the giving of thanks 
(I Cor. 14:16). In much the same way~ someone may 

direct our singing, but it is to be congregational, and 
therefore involve all the worshippers. Our worship is 
not to be entertaining in the sense of being diverting 
or amusing, but is to be solemn and serious. The 
design of it is to draw us "nearer, My God, to Thee." 

Lately some have said the non use of women to 
direct public worship when men are present is a 
church, or human tradition. It is something we do not 
do because of custom, and culture, according to this 
view. The Bible commands, "But I permit not a 
woman to teach, nor to have dominion over a man, 
but to be in quietness" (I Tim. 2: 12). 

Paul explains that women are not to have dominion 
over men, because of the order of creation (I Tim. 
2: 13). It is not a matter of tradition or culture, but of 
simple obedience to a divine ordinance, based on 
God's decision to create man first, and then woman. 
The apostle also says, "And Adam was not beguiled, 
but the woman being beguiled hath fallen into 
transgression" (I Tim. 2: 14 ). 

The cry of "traditionalism" is a smoke screen to 
divert our attention from departures from divine 
direction. It may be later then we think! 
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A Review of Some c 
Charges in the Boc 

INTRODUCTION 
Here are some of the highly reserved , tongue-in

cheek commendations of it: 

"Many will probably not agree with everything in this 
book. "- On the Back Cover. 

"I still believe some of their assertions are exagger
ated. "- Recent Ad. 

"I don't agree with all of the author's applications."
Recent Ad. 

"I found serious defects in the book. "- Recent Ad. 

This brings up the question: Have any pointed out 
the defects and flaws in it? Would it be Christian to do 
it? If the answer is "Yes," then it would be unchristian 
not to do it. This is where the Christian stands in the 
battle between truth and error, right and wrong. 
There he stands whether he likes it or not. 

To point out some of its flaws , however, is not a 
gleeful job but a sad one. It bleeds the heart. I prefer 
to praise. I had rather please than displease. In a 
decided effort to keep personalities out, I am omitting 
the names of the three authors and the publisher. I do 
not wish to hurt a nybody. 

Now, with ma lice toward none and with charity 
toward all, let us consider some of the book's defects, 
not all but some. 

Due to the book's very strict and unaccommodating 
copyright, stated on the copyright page, I shall not 
photocopy the portions under consideration , but shall 
give the page numbers, pa ragraph numbers, and the 
lines within the paragraphs. 

PAGE 29-PARAGRAPH 2 
The authors ·downgrade success by stating that the 

call of the gospel is fo r faithfulness, not for success 
(Page 29 , Paragraph 2 , Lines 5.6). In all candor, this 
is the theology of the Calvinists who teach that we 
should not be concerned with success, that God will 
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call His own in time. The Campbells parted company 
with this theology, began preaching that the gospel 
has a ca ll for everyone, and that ushered in a period of 
great success. 

The very nature of the litt le seed bespeaks the 
C reator's plan of success. It was made for success. 
Plant it under proper cond itions and success bursts 
forth. The same is true of the Word of God , which is 
the seed of the kingdom (Luke 8: II) . Plant it under 
right conditions and the kingdom expands. And that 
is success brought to fruition. 

J es us commanded that the gospel be preached to 
every creature (Mark 16:15-1 6). And that brings on 
success, as stated in the latter part of this passage: "He 
tha t believes and is baptized shall be saved ," which is 
success. Why preach the gospel unless we are con
cerned with success? 

God wants all to be saved (I Tim. 2:3-4). And that 
is a wish for success. 

Paul said, "I have planted , Apollos watered; but 
God gave the increase" (I Cor. 3:6). And that's the 
story of success. 

Luke tells us of the number of conversions on 
Pentecost and that the number increased daily (Acts 
2:41 ,47). And that's the recording of success. 

Definitely, we d o n't need our ardor for sou ls and 
growth dampened. We dare not! we must not! cast the 
church into a suicida l mold! 

These brethren indicate that they have a call that 
leaves out church success and growth- well , it must 
have been a local call! Not long distance! 

PAGE 35-PARAGRAPHS 1,2 
(I) There is an unsparing criticism of our preaching 

in the past (Page 35 , Paragraph I , Lines 1-4). While 
we have not been perfect , the truth is our preaching 
was very simila r to that of inspired men in the first 
century. 



f the Assertions and 
k, The Worldly Church 
~~~~~~By Leroy Brownlow 

Peter preached to the Jews on Pentecost that they 
had crucified Christ (Acts 2:36) and then preached 
what they had to do to be saved (Acts 2:38). Though 
he never said one word about grace, yet he did speak 
of Christ's death, an act of grace, and did preach 
God's word to them- another act of grace. For God's 
grace does come in the form of teaching: "For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to 
all men. Teaching us that ... " (Titus 2: 11-12). Thus 
for man to be saved by grace he must be saved by the 
teaching grace provides . Grace is something God 
extends to all, and He will handle it perfectly. The 
problem is not God. The problem is man. The 
question is: Will man appropriate tha t grace by 
obeying the teaching grace has provided or will he 
receive it in vain (2 Cor. 6: I)? One hurtful piece of 
theology is that God's grace is an umbrella that covers 
man's frailty and saves him apart from his obeying 
God's teachings. Unfortunately, so many who talk so 
much about grace apparently know so little about it 
and don't even know how it saves. 

In Paul's sermon at Mars' hill to the heathen (Acts 
17:22-31 ), he never said one word about grace, though 
he mentioned several topics such as God's universa l 
presence, His creative power, ignorant worship , 
repentance, the judgment and the resurrection. But 
the very sermon itself was an act of grace, and they 
could have been saved by grace by accepting it. 

In Christ's Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7) , He 
never mentioned grace , though He mentioned many, 
many topics- including false prophets, narrow way, 
obedience-some of which the "overworked grace 
advocates" denounce as unchrist-like preaching. 

(2) Then there is the charge that we were pre
occupied with human response (Page 35, Pa ragraph 
I, Lines 5-8). But concern for response is not evil. So 
don't rush in to abandon the invitation in what some 
would call our "evil past." 

Peter was concerned with response when he said, 
"Save yourselves .. . " (Acts 2:40). We can lea rn from 
the Parable of the Sower (Matt. 13:3-9). The sower is 
preoccupied with response when he goes into the field 
and sows the seed. That is natural. Thus we are not 
surprised to learn that Jesus was possessed with this 
warm a nd beautiful thought or response when He 
said , "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden and I will give you rest" (Matt. II :28). More
over, the Holy Spirit was so concerned with responses 
He recorded the number of responses the day the 
church was founded- about 3,000 (Acts 2:41 ). Of 
course, Calvinists are not occupied with response, 
because they believe the number is already settled and 
ca n be neither increased nor diminished. 

(3}Next, we have been stoned for being preoccupied 
with what humans must do to secure salvation, for 
our exhortations to duty and faithfulness, and for our 
admonitions to keep the law of Christ (Page 35, 
Paragraph I , Lines5-10). Another dose ofCalvinism! 
Duty, faithfulness, the law of Christ- let 's not deride 
them and give them a back seat at church. If we do, 
tomo rrow they won't even have a place in the 
basement. It is unfortunate that these brethren would 
contradict Jesus on the point of keeping God's will, 
for He said: "Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, Shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" 
(Matt. 7:21) . He also sa id , "Thou hast a few names 
even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments" 
(Rev. 3:4). They had been faithful to duty. And he 
told the church at Philadelphia, "Thou hast a little 
strength, and hast kept my word" (Rev. 3:8) . They 
kept God's word , so it can be done. To teach otherwise 
is to deny man's ability to do his whole duty, explicitly 
taught in the Bible: "Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter: F ea r God and keep his commandments 
for this is the whole duty of man" (Eccl. 12: 13). 
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Perfection is one thing; keeping God~s law is 
another~ and when we foul up we can ask God to 
forgive us, which is actually the keeping of a law of 
God. We should never encourage man to get on a 
roller coaster of grace, turn himself loose on the 
assumption that he can~t obey God and just let grace 
take care of everything. In all candor, that roller 
coaster is headed for derailment. 

(4) The reference to the preacher who was not 
prepared to preach on the Prodigal Son (Page 35, 
Paragraph 2, Lines 1-9) was evidently an exception
not a general characterization. For I never saw an 
older preacher who did not have a sermon on the 
Prodigal Son. It was often mentioned, especially in 
giving the invitation. 

In the cooperative meeting of the churches of 
Christ held in a huge auditorium in downtown Fort 
Worth, September IS-October 2, 1927, G. C. Brewer 
who did the preaching gave a forceful sermon on 
"Christ the Friend Of Sinners" in which he presented 
a stirring, beautiful and eloquent masterpiece on the 
Prodigal Son. Incidentally, he also preached a power
ful and scholarly sermon on "Evolution." The sermons 
are in book form. This was sixty-two years ago. It 
might be helpful for some of the younger preachers 
and professors to look over the list of sermons 
preached. It could give them a different view of what 
they think is a naughty past. Then maybe they would 
whip the real enemy-not our dead preachers. 

Several others have sermons in print-T. B. 
Larimore, N. B. Hardeman, L. S. White, W. L. 
Oliphant, Gus Nichols, etc.-and they are not mean 
and vicious. Why smear the older preachers? If it 
hadn't been for them, many younger ones today 
wouldn~t have a pulpit or a classroom in which to 
stand. They deserve better treatment. 

May we never forget that our own Lord is described 
as "the Lion of the tribe of Judah" and as "the lamb of 
God." When His truth was attacked, he rose up with 
the courage of a lion; but when He was personally 
attacked, He was meek like a lamb. As we become 
more like Him, we develop both traits. Let us not 
glorify one and demean the other. 

(5) In this unstinted censure of the church of yester
years there is the charge of preaching rigorous law 
and demanding gospel (Page 35, Paragraph 2. Lines 
9-13). In de-emphasizing obedience the critics have 
emphasized grace but not how grace saves-that 
would disprove their contention. We can learn from 
Noah's salvation: "Noah found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord" (Gen. 6:8). But how was he saved by grace? 
"By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not 
seen- as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the 
saving of his house" (He b. II :7). How? By faith and 
obedience. "Warned"-it says; does that sound 
rigorous? Those out of the ark were drowned. In their 
case grace didn't save them. So when yesterday~s 
preachers preached what man should do to be saved. 
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that was grace-grace in its most effectual form. 
When Adam and Eve were driven out of the garden of 
Eden for eating the forbidden fruit (Gen. 3), was that 
rigorous and demanding? Is Paul's teaching that Jesus 
will come "In flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that obey not the gospel" (2 Thess. 1:8) rigorous and 
demanding? Our being the recipients of grace does 
not take the "if' out of salvation. Brethren, in trying 
to diagnose our ailments and analyze their causes (I'm 
sure you mean well), it just might be that you have 
developed a syndrome with emphasis on the first 
three letters, for it is contrary to the Scriptures. 

If there is a standard of judgment that God will use 
at the judgment day, then shouldn ~t we preach it to 
get the people prepared for it? Don't point a finger of 
condemnation at those who do. Jesus said, " ... the 
word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in 
the last day" (John 12:48). The inspired men did not 
take a lackadaisical attitude toward God's laws and 
commandments. If we do, we haven~t seen a worldly 
church yet. 

However, in wanting to feel confident some devise 
a theology that abuses grace. John sets us straight on 
this point. So let us hear him: "And hereby we do 
know that we know him, if we keep his command
ments" (I John 2:3). Despite God's grace, there is still 
an "if" in the passage, an "if' in the salvation of man. 

PAGE37-PARAGRAPHS2~ 

(I) To hurl the charge "legalism" against the 
members of the church in the first half of the twentieth 
century (Page 17, Paragraph 2, Lines 1 ,2) is untrue 
and unjust, the building up of a convenient whipping 
boy. It is wrong. It should shock the sensibilities of 
fair and honest people. Some of those "first half of the 
twentieth century" Christians are still alive, while the 
earthly remains of others sleep in hallowed graves. 
They deserve better. It has been thirty-nine years since 
the end of the first half of the century. Hence, it is 
pertinent to ask, "How old are these authors? What 
do they know about it?" If we want information 
concerning that part of our history, then wouldn't it 
be better to talk to preachers who actively preached 
during much of that time? 

What some have labeled "legalism" is largely a 
ploy, an effort to belittle a Scripture one does not 
want to accept or a command one deems unnecessary. 
For instances: "Repent and be baptized for the 
remission of sins" (Acts 2:38) has been labeled 
"legalism." The same is true of Ephesians 4:5: "One 
Lord, one faith, one baptism", and "Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ. hath not God" (2 John 1:9). Etc. Etc. Etc. 
Consequently, those who teach these Scriptures have 
been stigmatized as "legalists." But they are not 
legalists. They are teachers of the Divine Word. And 
this does not encourage a worldly church. It is rather 
a lack of respect for the Bible-any portion of it-



that promotes a worldly church. 
(2) Furthermore, we are accused of "negativism" 

(Page 37, Paragraph 2, Lines 7 ,8). Oh! how negative 
some people are in their attack on "negativism." But 
one cannot be for something without being against 
something. One cannot be for God without being 
against atheism. One cannot be for sobriety without 
being against drunkenness. One cannot be for 
immersion without being against sprinkling. It just 
works that way. This all-positive-no-negative concept 
of religion reproaches God, who gave eight of the Ten 
Commandments in negative form (Ex. 20:3-17). 
Would you like to know where this anti-negative 
philosophy originated? In the Garden of Eden. God 
preached a negative. Concerning the fruit of a certain 
tree, He said, "Thou shalt not eat"-a negative. But 
the serpent preached the all positive view: be positive, 
go ahead and eat, don't be negative. 

We need to be cautious of the source from whence 
we get our theology. 

(3) "Sectarian divisiveness" has been charged 
against us (Page 37, Paragraph 2, Lines 8,9). In most 
cases today when we are rebuked for division it has 
reference to our major split with the Christian Church 
or the Disciples over the introduction of instrumental 
music in worship, the formation of missionary 
societies, the fellowship of sectarians, open member
ship, etc. Basically, we were divided over Biblical 
authority on whether we are going to adhere to the 
Scriptures or to take a loose, accommodating view of 
them. It was bad to divide, but it would have been 
worse to compromise that guiding principle. 

Division does not always mean that both parties 
are guilty of sin. In the church at Corinth there were 
four groups: "everyone of you saith, I am of Paul; and 
I of Apollos; and I of Cephas, and I of Christ (I Cor. 
1:12). Three were wrong; one was right. The right 
group could have compromised and joined one of the 
others and that would have cut down division one
fourth; but that would have been wrong. As bad as 
division is, compromise is worse. However, I do not 
believe that the group which refused to budge on "I 
am of Christ" contributed to a worldly church. It 
depends on what we are contending for that deter
mines our spirituality or secularism. There were 
contentions and divisions in the church at Corinth, 
but it was no indictment of the right group. So the 
people who stand for a "thus saith the Lord" ought 
not to be taken on a guilt trip. 

(4) Next, we consider the free-wheeling charge that 
debating and argumentative spirit dominated the 
church (Page 37, Paragraph 2, Lines 9,10). I beg to 
disagree. It didn't dominate the church. There were 
some debates but few in comparison with all the 
gospel meetings. Alexander Campbell held some 
great ones, and so did L. S. White, Foy Wallace, Jr. 
and N. B. Hardeman and others. We were challenged 
on every hand because our preaching was so effective 

that it pulled wholesale numbers out of sectarian 
churches. Be it to the credit of those denominational 
preachers, however, they thought the debates would 
stop the exodus from their ranks. But they were 
wrong; the more we debated, the more we grew. 

Is it mean and secular to debate? Paul debated 
Tertullus (Acts 24 ). Was he spiritual or secular? Also, 
"he confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, 
proving that this is the Christ" (Acts 9:22). Moreover, 
when he said, "I am set for the defence of the gospel" 
(Phil. I: 17), would that allow debating? 

There were those "disputing with Stephen. And 
they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit 
by which he spake" (Acts 6:9-10). It cost Stephen his 
life (Acts 7:58-59), but I don't believe it cost him his 
soul. A bad spirit was shown by the opponents of 
truth but not by Stephen. While his words might seem 
hard and argumentative (truth is often hard), his 
spirit was kind and loving, so much that in the hour of 
death he "cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge" (Acts 7:59-60). 

This reprimand of the church of the first half of this 
century for debating also reproaches the church of the 
first century. Defending the gospel is not evil and 
those who did and do should not be castigated. And 
he who does berate them does scold the inspired men 
of the first century, for they, too, did it. 

Surely, you don't believe that debating led to a 
worldly church. 

Like the spider caught in the web it has woven, 
these brethren (and I'm sure they mean well) are 
caught in the trap of their own making. They can't 
debate this new theology (which is only new among 
us; the sectarians have pitched it all along); for if they 
do, they shall be engaging in something (debate) 
which they have decried as being evil and a contributor 
to a worldly church. They can't even argue their case
that would make them argumentative, an activity 
which they have rebuked. To do so would be like the 
pot that called the kettle black and the goat that 
called the sheep woolly. 

(5) Now, for a real shocker, an earthquake jolt, a 
most revealing statement of their teleology. They 
castigated the churches of Christ for competing with 
evangelicals in the vast, free market of souls and went 
so far as to say that we were fundamentally concerned 
that people come to "our Churches," not elsewhere 
(Page 37, Last Paragraph, Lines 1-4). They said it. It's 
almost unbelievable that such could come from 
brethren in high places-or low places either. What 
they censure should be complimented. 

"Competing with evangelicals" for souls. What 
about the non-evangelicals? Oh! they don't work to 
convert souls; yet they are hailed as the super
spiritual who walk around with piety just oozing out 
of their shoes, but those shoes make very few prints 
up and down the streets to reach souls. No offense
just fact. 
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Indeed. there has always been ucompetition'' in 
saving souls. The Christian sows the seed of the 
gospel and the devil comes along and steals it out of 
the hearts of some (Luke 8: 11-12). That's competition. 
When we preach the commandments of God to a 
person and others preach the ucommandments of 
men" (Matt. 15:9), we are competing for that soul. 
And it's not evil. And it does not contribute to a 
worldly church. 

1f you believe that the Evangelicals are the church, 
are doing the will of God, are preaching the truth that 
saves souls, then it is natural for you to resent our 
being in competition with them for souls and thus 
lash the practice. Now we can see why you are not 
concerned that people come to "our churches" and 
go elsewhere instead. You evidently are not concerned 
because you stigmatize those who are. Hence, it is an 
open admission that you think these Evangelical 
churches are just as good as the church of Christ and 
that we are just another denomination among many. 
How could you word it any plainer? 

(6) Next, there is the assertion that debating and 
logical discourses were not producing the growth we 
sought (Page 37, Paragraph 3, Lines 6-8). In all 
candor, this is not true; however, I do not consider the 
statement a wilful perversion but rather a lack of 
knowledge. The truth is: We were the fastest growing 
religious body in America and the envy of all. When 
we had more engagement in what these brethren fault, 
it was a time of dynamic, rapid growth. What they use 
as a proof-point actually disproves their point. As we 
began to do less and less of what they condemn and 
more and more of what they approve, then we began 
to decline in growth. 

They definitely are on the wrong end of this thesis. 
It sort of reminds us of Sim Peck's deer hunt. He 
followed the deer's tracks all day but in the wrong 
direction. No offense, just fact. 

PAGE 47-PARAGRAPH 4 

(I) In this outpouring of criticism, the notion that 
the Bible is a manual for self-help gets the lash (Page 
47, La~t Paragraph, Lines 4,5). To reprimand the idea 
of spiritual self-help from the Texas Almanac or the 
comic section of the paper would be understandable. 
But to blast self-help from the Bible is outrageous. Of 
course, Calvinists and modernists would love it. 
Calvinists believe in election (no need for self-help), 
and modernists don't believe the Bible anyway. To 
reject the Bible for self-help actually rejects the God 
who gave it to help man-each self. 

Concerning "self-help" the Bible does teach indi
vidual responsibility and help. It says: "Save your
selves" (Acts 2:40). "Workout your own salvation ... " 
(Phil. 2: 12). "Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 
... give diligence to make your calling and election 
sure" (2 Peter 1:5-10). This is something the "selr' 
does and should be appreciated-not depreciated; 
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commended-not rebuked. 
(2) Relative to udo-it-yourself-righteousness" (Page 

47, Last Paragraph. Lines 4.5). how else can the 
individual become righteous?~· All thy commandments 
are righteousness" (Psalm 119: 172), and as the "selr' 
keeps the commandments of God he becomes right
eous. He evidently can do it: "Blessed are they 
that ... doeth righteousness" (Psalm 106:3). But he 
ascribes the righteousness to God. This is not the 
establishment of one's own righteousness, but rather a 
submission to the righteousness of God (Rom. 10:3). 

(3) Now concerning the thought that we must hear 
in the Bible the voice of God (Page 47, Last Paragraph 
Lines 7 ,8): Certainly! No one can hear the Bible and 
not hear the voice of God. For it is the voice of God, 
inspired of God (2 Tim. 3: 16). But perhaps a bigger 
problem is that some are wanting to hear the voice of 
God outside the Bible. 

PAGE 57-PARAGRAPHS 1,3 

(I) Campbell's rational view that the Spirit operates 
through the Word to convert the lost is mentioned 
(Page 57, Paragraph I, Lines 6-10). Campbell broke 
with Calvinism and preached the freeness of salvation. · 
Calvinism taught that the Spirit, apart from the 
Word, will convert the alien-that is, if he is one of 
the elect. This is why the old-line Calvinists did not 
have missionaries. They were wrong, but at least they 
were consistent. 

It is fitting, therefore, that we go to the Scriptures 
to learn how man is begotten into the new birth and 
how the Spirit does it: We are born of the Spirit (John 
3:5), but we are also born of the Word ( 1 Peter I :23). 
No contradiction! It simply means we are born of the 
Spirit as the Spirit operates in and through the Word. 
This is why Jesus commanded us to go into all the 
world and preach the gospel. If the Spirit converts 
people apart from the Word, then why not just sit 
back and let the Spirit take care of things? No 
missionaries! No preachers! No teachers! 

A soldier used a sword to pierce the enemy. It was 
said, "The soldier did it." Another said, "The sword 
did it." The whole truth is: the soldier did it through 
the sword. Unquestionably, the Spirit also has a 
sword or medium: "The sword of the Spirit is the 
word of God" (Eph. 6: 17). It couldn't be any plainer. 
This is why those on Pentecost were pricked when 
they heard the Word (Acts 2:37). It "is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword" 
(He b. 4: 12). 

Since the Spirit works through the Word to convert 
sinners, then it is understandable why no person has 
ever been converted in any land where the Word has 
not been preached. It's hard to deny an actuality. 

(2) Again we have been charged with developing 
and sustaining a theology of self-reliance (Page 57, 
Paragraph 3, Lines I ,2). This is a favorite target of 
Calvinists. But what Calvinists often call "self-



reliance" is not self-reliance: it's a reliance on the God 
who has given the commands. It's not pulling yourself 
up by your own bootstrap: it's believing in God 
enough to obey Him. If one concocts his own plan of 
salvation, that is self-reliance. If one obeys the 
commandments of God, that's not self-reliance that is 
a reliance on God. Let's not shoot down the idea that 
there is something for man to do; and when he does it, 
let's not charge him with "self-reliance." 

PAGE 58-PARAGRAPHS 2,3 

(I) Our method of studying the Bible by collecting 
individual and scattered facts and classifying them 
according to topics or doctrines has been fired on 
(Page 58, Paragraph I, Lines 6-14). It condemns 
nearly all our preachers, past and present, for they 
have mostly done topical rather than expository 
preaching. Moreover, it rebukes the Christian colleges 
for arranging their lectureships in topics. And what 
about the college that publishes Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia, an arrangement of topics? Should they 
desist its publication? We have been shot at but once 
again not even wounded. 

If the Bible is not a book of facts (and every fact is 
individual), then what is it? A collection of errors? 
Untruths? The Bible says God created the earth (Gen. 
I: 1 )-is this an individual fact or an individual myth? 
The Bible says God loved the world (John 3: 16)-is 
this a fact or an error? The Bible says baptism saves 
(2 Peter 3:21 )-is this fact or fancy? Etc. Etc. 

Why belittle the thought that different writers of 
the Bible gave information on the same topic? For 
instance, faith. Did Jesus, Paul. Luke, James, John 
mention faith? Yes. Is it wrong to collect what all of 
them said on the topic? Or should we take only a 
partial view? Should we form a concept of the 
elephant, as the blind man did, by feeling only of his 
snout? Some quote John 3:16 concerning faith and 
object to quoting what James says in James 2:17,19, 
24,26. For James reveals more and rebukes their 
doctrine of "faith only." New Testament writers did 
quote Old testament writers. So. the indictment of 
those who go to various Scriptures on the same topic 
for knowledge is more than an indictment of the 
students-it is an indictment of the Bible itself. 

(2) To accuse the pioneer preachers of thinking the 
Bible did not require interpretation (Page 58. 
Paragraph 2, Lines 15-19) is a big misrepresentation 
of them through the seizure of something out of 
context or an isolated exception. Nearly all of them
if not all of them-had sermons on "Rightly Dividing 
the Bible." And it was common for them to preach on 
·an interpretation of the dispensations: Patriarchal. 
Jewish and Christian. In debates with sectarian 
preachers they constantly showed them that they were 
misinterpreting their proof-texts and appealed to a 
correct interpretation of the Bible. 

Hence, when men to whom we are so much in debt 

said the Scriptures do not need an interpreter they 
obviously had one of two thoughts in mind: First, 
they were referring to an "official interpreter," which 
was a rebuke of the Roman Catholic Church which 
claims that right. Or second, they were advocating 
that we should let the Scriptures interpret the Scrip
tures (the whole counsel of our God), which the 
writers of this book have already censored by finding 
fault with those who went to the various Scriptures on 
the same topic. 

As we are reminded of Paul's teaching consistency 
(Rom. 2:21) this is relevant: You that lament topical 
Bible study put out a book (The Worldly Church) 
divided into topics. 

(3) Our topical Bible studies have, in their judgment, 
led us to accept the New Testament essentially as a 
law book or divine constitution for the church (Page 
58, Paragraph 2, Lines 6-12). Hallelujah! If this is 
true, then let's have some more topical Bible studies. 
The charge sounds sectarian to me. Sectarians have 
rebuked the idea that the New Testament is the law 
book or divine constitution of the church. They don't 
like the restrictions of the Bible. They want to get out 
of the Bible and have the freedom to do as they 
please. This contradicts Paul (2 Tim. 3: 16-17), and the 
very design and purpose of God's giving His word to 
man. If the New Testament is not the law book or 
constitution for the church, what is? Would you say 
there are modern revelations to guide the church? 
Watch out! Here comes sectarianism. Or would you 
say there is no law or constitution to guide the 
church? This position reprimands the all-sufficiency 
of the Scriptures and consequently the God who gave 
them. It strips the old Ship of Zion of its compass and 
leaves it in unchartered waters to drift into any 
harbor. Surely, our brotherhood will recognize its 
dangers and will endeavor to protect our people 
(especially the youth) from it. 

PAGE 59-PARAGRAPHS 1,2 

(I) In this outburst against the church we have been 
accused of accepting and obeying the blueprint (Bible) 
and knowing all the right facts (Page 59, Paragraph I, 
Lines 1-4). Why demean acceptance of God's blue
print and obedience to it? The Bereans "searched the 
Scriptures daily" to see if the things they heard were 
so (Acts 17: II). Sounds like a blueprint to me. And 
inspired men never rebuked them for it. Now 
uninspired men do. Jesus said, "Ye do err not knowing 
the Scriptures" (Matt. 22:29). Why? Because they 
were unknowledgeable of the blueprint. Furthermore, 
He said, "Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book" (Rev. 22:7). Keep what? The 
sayings of the blueprint. It still remains that Jesus is 
"the author of eternal salvation unto all that obey 
him" (Heb. 5:9). Obey Him! Not self-devised loose 
theology! 

(2) Now we note the knocking of human per-
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formance (Page 59, Paragraph 1, Line 5). Jesus stated 
that man's destiny rests on human performance. He 
simplified it by discussing two builders: the wise and 
the foolish (Matt. 7:24-27). In the wise man's per
formance he heard and obeyed; this put his house on 
the rock. But in the foolish man's performance he did 
not hear and obey; this put his house on the sand. 
The difference is a difference of performance. If it is 
foolish not to perform properly, then is it not even 
more foolish to slur performance and discourage it in 
the lives of others? However, modernists do because 
they don't believe the Scriptures, and Calvinists do 
because they perversely lengthen the transcendence of 
God and shorten the performance of man. Then they 
hoot at the idea of human performance. 

(3) Next, there is the rebuke that salvation came to 
rest more and more upon the proper function of the 
human brain (Page 59, Paragraph I, Lines 5-7). If 
salvation does not rest UP.On the proper function of 
the human b.rain (and the Calvinists and others say 
that it doesn't), where does it rest? Upon the soles of 
the feet? No! On the functioning of God's brain 
separate and apart from man's brain? No! If so, 
everybody would be saved, because God loves all. The 
brain is the spiritual heart and must function in 
keeping with God's will. This is what "heart-felt" 
religion really is. A change of heart is a change of 
mind. Hence, the Bible heart is that part of man called 
intellect, which thinks (Matt. 9:4), reasons (Mark 
2:8), understands (Matt. 13:15), and believes (Rom. 
10: 10); and that part of man called emotion, which 
despises (2 Sam. 6: 16), desires (Rom. 10: 1), loves 
(Matt. 22:37) and trusts (Pro. 3:5); and that· quality 
called will, which determines (I Cor. 7:37), intends 
(Heb. 4:12), purposes (Acts 11:23), and obeys (Rom. 
6: 17); and that part of man called conscience, which 
condemns or condemns not (I John 3:20-21 ). 

If salvation does not "rest upon the proper 
functioning of the human brain," then we are surely 
wasting a lot of time in Bible classes, in Christian 
colleges, in pulpits, and in writing and reading books. 
Look out, brethren, there goes your career. 

(4) Additionally, they make light of the idea that 
God has done His part and man must do his part and 
thereby bring the plan to completion in his life (Page 
59, Paragraph I, Lines 7-10). If salvation is only 
divine and man has no part in it, then it is either 
universal or a matter of God's election which the 
Calvinists claim. On the other hand, if salvation is 
both divine and human, then we may rest assured that 
God has done and will do His part, and thus it is up to 
man to do his part, make his "calling and election 
sure" (2 Peter I: 10). Peter preached this twofold 
arrangement (Acts 2}, what God had done and what 
man should do (2:38), and then exhorted the people, 
with many other words, to save themselves (2:40). 

God wants all to be saved (I Tim. 2:3-4). But many 
will be lost (Matt. 7:13-14). Why? As Jesus said, "Ye 
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would not" (Matt. 23:37), do not obey the gospel 
(2 Thess. I :8-9), do not bear good fruit (John 15:2,6), 
do not work out their salvation (Phil. 2: 12). Call this 
"rigorous," if you wish, but it is Biblical. This is what 
salvation is all about and rings from cover to cover in 
the Bible. It is very, very injurious to teach that man 
does not need to do his part and bring God's plan to 
completion in his life. God gave the gospel and it's 
man's part to obey it. God gave the Bible and it's 
man's part to believe it and obey it. To teach other
wise could be considered blasphemous. Of course, the 
Calvinists accept it with glee. Surely, you don't 
believe man's doing "his part" has contributed to a 
worldly church. It's his not doing "his part" that has 
contributed to such. Their argument proves the 
opposite of what they wish to prove. 

(5) Again, the church is charged with rancorous 
debate (Page 59, Paragraph 2, Lines 8-11). Isn't it 
strange that some people do so much debating against 
debate? Yet we still have these Scriptures: "Ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith"(Jude 3) and "I am set 
for the defence of the gospel" (Phil. I: 17). This is 
commended in the Bible. It should not be condemned. 

"Rancor," however, does not portray the great 
majority of the older preachers. Most of them were 
very polite and gracious-but firm. Some preachers 
might have said some things interpreted as "ran
corous" (only God and they knew if ill will instead 
of love and trut~ existed). But perhaps they did not 
do one-tenth the harm that is now being done by 
some today who manifest such "rancor" in con
demning them. At least, they did defend the gospel; 
and it just might be that their sermons were mild in 
comparison with Je·sus' speech in Matthew 23. 

PAGE 61-PARAGRAPH 3 

(I) In the authors' continued play on the transcen
dence of God, they downplay man and attack mindset 
(Page 61, Paragraph 3, Lines 4-8). Unquestionably, 
the oldtimers believed in the almighty power of God 
and in His ability to answer prayer, and that takes us 
a long way. God will take care of His work-this is 
not the problem. If there is no part for man to bring 
God's plan to fruition as the authors have 'denounced 
elsewhere, then "the worldly church" would be God's 
fault. Frankly, I don't like the idea of God's having to 
take the rap for what man does or doesn't do. 

The problem is man, and this involves "mindset." 
Paul said so: " ... be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind" (Rom. 12:2). The Lord, in dealing with 
the Ephesian church that had left its first love, did not 
blame God but rather told the church to repent (Rev. 
2:5). And that does involve the mind. If we blast 
"mindset," we haven't seen "the worldly church" yet 
in comparison with what will happen. No offense, but 
some brethren in their effort to cure worldliness only 
promote it. 

But what about "therapeutic mindset''? Despite the 



criticism, the Bible does effect such as well as other 
blessings. Obedience to it is "the answer of a good 
conscience" (I Peter 3:21 ), and this is therapeutic. 
When its commands are obeyed it brings rejoicing 
(Acts 8:38-39), and this is therapeutic. Its promises 
give us hope (2 Peter 3: 13-14), and this is therapeutic. 

(2) Next, there is the incredible charge that our 
people have turned "increasingly inward," seeking the 
personal enhancement they "imagine the gospel will 
provide" (Page 51, Paragraph 3, Lines 9-11 ). Think of 
that. Not that it will, according to our accusers, we 
just "imagine" it will. But our turning to the gospel for 
help is not turning "increasingly inward." That's 
turning to God and His word, allowing it to dwell in 
the heart and affect the life. This protects from sin. 
"Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not 
sin against thee" (Psalm 119: II) is not the villain; it's 
the lack of it that develops a worldly church. 

And to say that we just "imagine the gospel will 
provide personal enhancement" defames the gospel 
and its power. No offense, but perhaps there has 
never been a stronger declaration of Calvinism (and 

modernism, too) than this. The power of the gospel is 
not imaginary. We don't imagine it will help us. It 
will! It is real. "It is the power of God unto salvation" 
(Rom. I: 16), despite the attacks it has suffered. So let 
us believe it, obey it, preach it, and defend it. 

CONCLUSION 

Really, the authors of The Worldly Church put a 
loose cannon on the deck of the old Ship of Zion. 
Never before in this century have so many who have 
done so much to expand the kingdom been bombarded 
so heavily. 

If the assertions and charges are accepted by our 
brotherhood, it will completely restructure the church. 

Charges have been made. They have been answered. 
Now each to his Bible and to his conscience! 

Leroy Brownlow 
Brownlow Publications 

P. 0. Box 50545 
Fort Worth, TX 76105 
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T he authors of The World~v Church teiJ us that the 
pioneer gospel preachers were unurtured in the 

enlightenment" and their way of believing the Christian 
religion and interpreting the Bible was molded in 
them by enlightenment processes. So then J. W. 
McGarvey. for instance. was too conservative for 
modern tastes. This Colle_ge of the Bible professor 
collected to~ether all passages dealing with certain 
subjects and then drew conclusions from this. 
McGarvey. they inform us. "adopted a way of reading 
the Bible called the inductive method. The Bible. in 
this view, was a grand collection of individual facts. 
The task of the Bible student was that of collecting the 
scattered facts and classifying them according to 
topics or doctrines" (p. 58). 

Indeed. most leaders in the Restoration Movement 
believed that to build a faith on only a single verse 
was an unlikely way to arrive at the divine truth. 
Instead, they arrived at conclusions only when they 
had studied all the Bible said on that subject. 
Alexander Campbell, for instance, tells us that early 
in his career, he studied the subject of the Holy Spirit 
from a Puritan writer. John Owen, who took every
thing in the Bible on that subject and drew his 
conclusions from that complete survey. Campbell 
commended this as the proper way of studying the 
Bible on any subject. The authors of The Worldly 
Church disagree with this procedure. I, for one, agree 
with it. 

Is not our American system of jurisprudence based 
on getting all the facts from all the witnesses possible 
and drawing conclusions only after all the evidence is 
in? When our Congress debates an issue using all the 
facts available on both sides, are we to conclude that 
this is an erroneous way to arrive at truth? Is it not 
often the case that truth is not derived simply because 
some "fact" or evidence has been overlooked? 

The authors of The Worldly Church believe our 
brotherhood was wrong in debating, or putting truth 
and error side by side. While it is true that the spirit in 
many debates sank to lows that one could hardly call 
Christian, the procedure of a thorough, complete 
look at all the Word of God says on a given subject, 
seems to me to be clearly commendable. A large 
number of our brethren through the last 150 years 
have held to this. It is only within the last 25 years, 
influenced by denominational theology, that we have 
shifted away. 

But, what is the other alternative? The writers of 
The Worldly Church demonstrate, for instance, their 
procedure in what they teach about the Holy Spirit. 
For one hundred and fifty years our brotherhood 
journals frequently discussed how the Holy Spirit 
works in converting the sinner, the indwelling of the 
Spirit and how it occurs, and what the Holy Spirit 
does within the believer. The authors of The Worldly 
Church ignore all the discussions pro and con from 
the Scriptures. They assert authoritatively that the 



Spirit moves in the believer to guide him in his daily 
life. There is no balancing out an opposing viewpoint
just denigrate them and reject them. 

They ignore, also, how widespread was the thinking 
about the Holy Spirit among the ministers of America 
a century and more ago. To state categorically what 
the Bible says about the Holy Spirit in one or two 
paragraphs and to ignore the vast amount of study and 
controversy that was common at the time that our 
brethren were growing so amazingly on the American 
scene, scarcely appears to be doing the subject justice! 

The question of how the Holy Spirit operates in 
conversion received considerable attention from 
Alexander Campbell as it also did with numerous 
frontier revivalists. For instance. John Todd and 
Thomas Craighead were pursued, reprimanded, and 
black-listed by the Synod of Kentucky for preaching a 
conversion that left out the miraculous, divine impar
tation of the Holy Spirit in the conversion process. 
Calvinists had said man could do nothing in the 
saving process, but conversion was solely the work of 
the Holy Spirit; else the credit for salvation would be 
due to man and not God. So, if preachers said that 
man could come to God by exercising his own will, 
this would rob God of the glory that belongs 
exclusively to him. 

Charles G. Finney worked most of his career to 
harmonize the sovereignty of God with the workings 
of the human will. ~Je and all the revivalists were 
accused of leaving the Spirit out of conversion. 

Gruff old Josh Wilson was a turbulent protector of 
Presbyterian orthodoxy in Cincinnati for almost forty 
years. He edited a paper called The Standard. In 
responding once to Charles G. Finney's famous "New 
Heart" sermon~ he roared in brutal impudence: 
"What is that but Campbellism without baptism!" 

Finney solved the problem of harmonizing God's 
sovereignty and the human will by saying that the 
function of the Spirit was to persuade men. Then, he 
would add. "But the sinner actually changes, and is 
therefore, himself. in the most proper sense, the 
author of the change.'' As Finney saw it, and to a 
large extent. so had James McGready before him, 
that the preacher's task "was to create the excitement 
to influence the sinner to make the right decision." As 
James Johnson pointed out in an article in Church 
History in 1969, that Finney threw the responsibility 
on the sinner for his soul's salvation. He was, there
fore. an earnest preacher of human ability. Finney 
would frequently declare, "To say that God requires 
me, on pain of eternal death, to do that which he 
knows I cannot do is charging God with infinite 
tyranny. It is blasphemous." 

This is precisely the dilemma that Barton W. Stone 
faced at the time of the Cane Ridge revival. Thirty 
years after that famous meeting was held, Stone 
reminisced: "We preached that the gospel was to be 
believed and obeyed by the sinner and that this was 

the means of being born again." Our pioneer leaders 
struck a powerful blow with audiences by saying that 
sinners who hear the gospel shall be condemned for 
not believing and obeying it. 

This has been in effect what our brethren have 
taught on down to the present day. Some of us worry, 
from what we occasionally read and hear about the 
grace of God, that in the last 150 years, we are coming 
around in a complete circle and that Calvinism is 
having a rebirth among us. So, some in their deter
mination to give God all of the credit for our 
salvation, think it blasphemous to place any emphasis 
upon man's responsibility to respond to God's grace 
in obedience to his will! 

It should also be remembered that our pioneer 
forefathers faced on the old American frontier a 
society full of barbarous and savage crimes. John 
and Samuel Rogers' father, for example, was hounded 
by an enemy between Keptucky and Missouri for 
several years before he finally brutally killed him 
with an axe. Such incidents were all to common. 
Law enforcement agencies were scarcely yet developed. 
Our leaders saw improvements were possible only 
when the human will was exercised to bring the 
sinner into submission to God. 

But also our forbearers were shaped not only by 
coarse criminal conduct, but by Calvinism. This 
theology was saying that man could do nothing to 
come to God lest he be given the credit for his 
redemption instead of God. William Warren Sweet 
says that while the preachers upheld the doctrines of 
election and predestination personally, in their 
preaching they ignored it and taught that every man 
held his destiny in his own hands. 

So, it appears to be worthy of special emphasis 
that we have nothing of the merits of both sides of 
the argument presented in this book called The 
Worldly Church. These are ignored, and these 
authors by their own ipse dixit provide the proper 
thing for us to beiieve. The merits of all that was said 
on the other side are ignored or denigrated! 

So. then if our Ia wmakers were to cease collecting 
evide~ce and presenting both sides of a question for 
full discussion, we would think this a strange way to 
arrive at truth. If, instead of this. the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, for instance, simply stood 
up and declared where truth lay, the American 
people would rise up in disapproval! 

It seems that our pioneer brethren were more in 
harmony with the spirit of modern America than 
some in the Restoration Movement are today! (More 
to follow.) 

3011 Woodshore Court 
Carmel, IN 46032 
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Sounding Brass And Clanging Cymbals 
By J. E. Choate 

This is the title of the book on the "History and 
Significance of Instrumental Music in the Restoration 
Movement 1827-1968" recently published by Freed
Hardeman University. The book was researched and 
written by William Woodson and myself. Our mutual 
interest in Restoration history dates back to a time 
when we were students in Freed-Hardeman College. 
Our purpose is to present the historical facts which 
brought about the introduction and acceptance of 
instrumental music in the worship of the Christian 
Church. The account begins with Alexander Campbell 
in 1827 and is brought up to the "Re-structure" of the 
Christian Church in 1968. At this time the Disciples 
of Christ (Christian Church) broke away from the 
(Independent) Christian Churches to form another 
denomination. ·The major difference between the two 
groups today is that the Independent Christian 
Churches maintain a conservative stance, but still 
hold on to the missionary society concept and the 
presence of the organ in worship. 

Our primary objective is to relate the facts in the 
strict context of their occurrence. Our method is 
simple. We have read almost all of the articles in the 
Christian Baptist, Millennia/ Harbinger, Christian 
Standard, American Christian Review, Gospel 
Advocate, Christian-Evangelist and other papers 
published by the Disciples which are available. We 
are confident little has escaped us due to the indexes 
prepared in recent years which give easy access to the 
information. We have discussed the historical 
developments which specifically related to the rise of 
instrumental music in the Restoration Movement, 
the discussion and evaluation of its acceptability by 
some and rejection by others, and the consequent 
division which ensued over its acceptance and use 
in churches. 

The second division of the study addresses what has 
happened in Restoration churches from about 1910 to 
the present. The Christian Churches were, generally, 
conservative in their view of the inspiration and 
authority of the Bible and respect for the motto "To 
speak where the Bible speaks, etc." The Disciples of 
Christ hold more and more to the evolutionary view 
of the origin, inspiration, and authority of the Bible 
which is characteristic of Protestant liberalism today. 
We do not seek to establish the fact, but we are 
convinced the differences between them are hirgely 
matters of the meaning of "conservative and liberal 
persuasions." 

On the other hand, the churches of Christ have 
been generally characterized by a strongly conservative 
view of the divine origin, nature, and authority of the 
Bible, the emphasis on the plan of salvation and order 
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of worship. The strongest belief is maintained that the 
New Testament does set forth the pattern for the 
Apostolic church in all meaningful aspects. The strict 
resolve is to teach and practice the motto to speak 
where the Bible speaks and to be silent where it is 
silent. Other items could be noted, but the general 
picture seems clear as to the significant emphases of 
the churches of Christ. 

We take into account that contemporary religious 
groups are riddled by the rejection of the inerrancy of 
the Bible and advocacy of the new theology. This is 
true of those with Restoration connections in churches 
of Christ. Those who gloat over a fresh wind of 
change would do well to ponder what has transpired 
among us over the last century and see the dire 
consequence of rejecting the headship of Christ and 
Bible authority. Today we hear of the advocacy of 
abandonment of the restoration plea: instrumental 
music as a non-issue and matter of opinion, unity 
movements for wider fellowship, a new hermeneutic, 
expansion of the old hermeneutic to have a "broader 
vision," grace only, the idea that baptism is not essen
tial, that the New Testament is not constitutional, 
that pattern theology is taboo, and the count goes on. 

We claim no special talents for our undertakings. 
For the most part, it has been a matter of spade work. 
We do not propose to help the reader make up his 
mind as we deal with the facts. The readers will reach 
their own conclusions as we have ours. However, the 
facts are there, and they are etched in words in the 
history of Restoration Movement and cannot be 
altered. 

The volume runs to better than 250 pages, 25 pages 
of endnotes, with a comprehensive bibliography, and 
index. It is a hard back book with an attractive dust 
jacket. The volume is dedicated to E. Claude Gardner 
and his wife and children. All proceeds from the sale 
of the book will go to the restoration of "Old Main," 
the building erected by A. G. Freed and N. B. 
Hardeman in 1907. My mother, Emily Margaret 
Creed Choate attended the National Teachers' Normal 
and Business College in 1910-11 before it was re
named Freed-Hardeman College. Brother Woodson 
and I have been blessed beyond measure by this good 
and great institution. And we are greatly honored that 
the institution has chosen to publish this research 
which represents many years of research. 

J. E. Choate 
David Lipscomb College 

Granny White Pike 
Nashville, TN 37203 
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Elkins Joins M.S.O.P. Faculty 

The Memphis School of Preaching 
is delighted to announce the addition 
of Garland Elkins to its faculty, 
effective December I, I990. He will be 
teaching, co-editing the Yokefellow (a 
monthly religious journal and publicity 
arm of the School). and serving as 
Head of Public Relations. 

Brother Elkins is eminently qual
ified, having been trained in Freed
Hardeman University, Middle Ten
nessee State University, and the 
University of Tennessee; having 
preached the gospel for forty years; 
and having been a close, diligent 
student of the Bible. He has been the 
recipient of many honors, including 
F-HC Alumnus of the Year (I981). 
His writings include the Elkins-Ross 
Debate (co-author), The Saviour's 
Way , Spiritual Sword Lectureship 
Volumes (co-director, co-editor, thir
teen years), Power (editor, one year), 
Power Lectureship Volumes (co
director, co-editor, two years). He 
comes to the School from the 
Southaven, Mississippi, church of 
Christ. He also has extensive exper
ience in speaking in gospel meetings, 
debates, lectureships, and on radio/ 
television (including a 1984 appearance 
on the Phil Donahue Show to defend 
the Bible teaching on discipline). 

Garland Elkins had been lauded for 
his work in the kingdom. "Brother 
Garland Elkins is truly one of the 
most faithful, devoted and dedicated 
preachers among us today. His love 
for the truth, his unswerving allegiance 
to the Word of God, and his fearless
ness in declaring it have endeared him 
to all who respect His will and way 
today" (Guy N. Woods), "Brother 
Elkins is widely known as preacher, 
writer, lecturer, and editor." He "is in 
wide demand as a speaker. He is an 
author whose works have been widely 
read" (Robert R. Taylor, Jr.). "It is 
my opinion that (Garland Elkins) is 
one of the soundest defenders of the 
faith that we have among us today. 
He is able and willing to proclaim 
the truth and ·defend the faith" 
(Lynwood Mathis). "No finer co
worker than Garland Elkins could be 
found. He knows and loves the 

truth-and he lives it" (Thomas B. 
Warren). "Garland Elkins ... has dis
tinguished himself in many ways as a 
servant of the Lord." He has the type 
"spirit that has made him a humble 
and useful servant in the kingdom of 
God" (G. K. Wallace). 

The Memphis School of Preaching 
welcomes brother Elkins in its twenty
fifth year, its silver anniversary. His 
fulltime work with the School will 
include his teaching in the areas of 
New Testament, Denominational Doc
trines, and homiletics. His schedule 
makes him available for mainly week
end meetings during the school year 
and weeks' meetings in the summer. 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
Memphis School of Preaching 

Eoff Returns From Far East 

Gus Eoff has recently returned from 
a preaching tour in the Far East. 

He left Missouri on November 5, 
1990, and flew to Tokyo and to Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. He preached in a 
Campaign in Klang, Malaysia, 
November 8th thru II th. Then 
preached in a meeting at Kuala 
Lumpur. He went back to Klang and 
conducted a meeting. The campaign 
was held in the Large Letchumanan 
Hall. Brother Eoff held a campaign in 
the same hall in I 980. 

At the close of the meeting in Klang, 
he went to Malacca, Malaysia. This is 
the oldest city in Malaysia. He reports 
a meeting with the good brethren in 
Malacca, a small, but loving group of 
Christians. 

He also preached one night for the 
brethren in Petaling Jaya in Malaysia. 
At least IO were baptized and several 
were restored in Klang. 

In Singapore brother Eoff preached 
in a meeting with the Lim Ah Pin 
congregation November 29th. One 
was baptized during that meeting. 
The attendance was great! There was 
so many, that television sets were put 
in class rooms and a camera was 
used to televise the sermons. 

The last meeting in Singapore was 
at Jurong. Attendance was outstand
ing. Six souls were baptized one 
night. In the campaign and the five 
meetings there were 21 baptized and 
24 restored. 

Letter$ From Romania 

On February I, I 990, Bill 
McDonough, Director of Partners in 
Progress~ visited the editor of 
ROMANIA LIBERS (Romania Free 
Press) in Bucharest, Romania, and 
inquired concerning advertising a free 
correspondence course in his paper. 
The editor not only allowed this ad 
to be placed but agreed to run the ad 
free of charge, since the course was 
offered free. The advertisement ran 
the next day. 

When the editor inquired as to the 
expected response from such adver
tising McDonough explained that in 
the nations of Nepal, Surinam, and 
Ra wanda, where he had placed simi
lar ads, the response had been several 
hundred to one thousand. The editor 
told McDonough to anticipate several 
thousand responses from the 
Romanina ad. 

The first week's mail has proven 
that the editor knew his readership. 
Two thousand five hundred and 
ninety one (2591) requests were 
received, and they continue to pour 
in. One day thirteen hundred and 
four were received and on two other 
days 56I and 318 arrived. 
McDonough said, "We simply must 
respond to this great hunger for God's 
Word but we are not quite sure just 
how at the present." The cost of the 
course runs in excess of six dollars 
per student, and that already totals 
more than fifteen thousand dollars 
($15,900). "The alarming part of that 
equation is that we believe the real 
rush has not yet arrived." McDonough 
said, "and based on past experience 
and the response thus far, we antici
pate as many as 5,000 requests from 
that one advertisement." 

In order to save hundreds of dollars 
in postage the introductory lessons 
are being prepared and sent in a 
suitcase with missionaries traveling 
to that country where they will be 
placed in the local mail system. 

The stage has been set for a great 
harvest in what the Evangelical 
churches are calling the most receptive 
area in the world, at this moment. 
Two long-term missionary families 
are now making plans to arrive in 
Bucharest by early summer; this will 
be just as the first of these students 
are completing their course. 

McDonough reports that people 
spoke to him on the street, in hotels 
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and restaurants and on airplanes 
about God and Christianity. "There is 
a door open now and a great void that 
will be filled". he said. "Either we will 
fill it with the truth or it will be filled 
by denominational lies and the temp
tations of materialism, and the world 
will crowd it out". McDonough 
continued. 

Funds are needed to deliver these 
Bible correspondence courses to those 
longing for the truth. If you can help 
please contact Bill McDonough. c/o 
Sixth & Izard church of Christ. P.O. 
Box 228, Little Rock. AR. 72203. 

Dean Of Biblical Studies Named 
Dr. Earl Edwards, head of Freed

Hardeman University's Bible division 
and director of the Master of Ministry 
program, has been named dean of the 
newly organized School of Biblical 
Studies. 

Dr. Edwards received a bachelor's 
degree from Lipscomb College. a 
master's degree in Bible and missions 
from Harding Graduate School. and 
a doctorate in missiology from Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School in Deer
field, IL His mission work has included 
16 years of work in Italy, serving as 
director of the Florence (Italy) Bible 
School from 1970-1976. Dr. Edwards 
has served Freed-Hardeman University 
as a teacher and administrator since 
1982. 

Freed-Hardeman will reorganize 
into four academic schools June I, in 
keeping with its move to university 
status. Dr. Edwards will assume his 
duties as dean on that date. 

Congregational Support 
Director Named 

Dr. J. Walker Whittle, formerly 
director of alumni and university 
relations at Freed-Hardeman U niver
sity, has undertaken new responsi
bilities as director of congregational 
support to encourage increased fund
ing for the FHU Bible department. 

Dr. Whittle has served as the 
minister of the Fraley's Chapel Church 
of Christ, the assistant minister of the 
Henderson Church of Christ, minister 
of the Wildersville Church of Christ 
and of the Scotts Hill Church of 
Christ, and has served as the minister 
of the Enville Church of Christ since 
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1982. He was the speaker on a weekly 
religious radio program for 15 years. 

Dr. Whittle has served Freed
Hardeman in various capacities since 
1954. and is the former chairman of 
the business department. 

Dr. Whittle's new duties began with 
this year. 

Southwest Lectures 

The Southwest congregation in 
Austin. Texas announces its lOth 
Annual Lectureship. to be held April 
14-17. 1991. and on the theme. God 
Hath Spoken. The purpose of this 
series is to once more place emphasis 
on the fundamentals. such as: The 
Church. the Plan of Salvation. the 
Avenues of Worship. Denomina
tionalism. the Holy Spirit. Instru
mental Music, Premillennialism. etc .. 
as well as dealing with some of the 
latter-day problems currently troubling 
the kingdom. 

Perry Cotham will be the first 
speaker. and Buster Dobbs the final 
speaker on Wednesday night. Through
out the week such men as Garland 
Elkins, Curtis Cates, Winfred Clark, 
Robert Taylor. Gary Colley, Paul 
Sain, and others will speak daily 
beginning at 9:00a.m. and concluding 
with the 8:00 p.m. lecture. 

All are invited to come and benefit 
from these studies. Exhibit space is 
available upon request. We have 
hook-ups for campers and trailers. 
The lectures will be available in book 
form, as well as the audio-video 
cassetes. For more information write 
to Southwest at 8900 Manchaca Road. 
Austin, TX 78748; or call us at 
512/282-2486. 

Guy N. Woods To Be Honored 

The Memphis School of Preaching 
is very honored to be able to sponsor 
the Guy N. Woods Appreciation 
Dinner on the Monday of its Twenty
Fifth Annual Lectureship, April I, 
1991. The dinner will take place at 
4:30 p.m. at the School. 

A "giant" among gospel preachers, 
brother Woods has defended the truth 
in more public debates, doubtless, than 
has any other living person. And, his 
analytical and innate intellectual 
capacity and many years of diligent 
study in "the Book" have combined to 

make him one of the greatest scholars 
of the century. His writings with the 
Gospel Advocate has covered nearly 
one-half century; he served as staff 
writer. editor. and now Query Editor. 
For many years. he was in charge of 
the open forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. Countless thousands have 
been blessed by his commentaries, his 
questions and answers volumes, and 
his latest book, Shall We Know One 
Another In Heaven? (Most of his 
books have been published by the 
Gospel Advocate.) For many years, 
he has preached in nearly as many 
meetings as there are weeks in the 
year. 

Faithful brethren have always 
admired Guy N. Woods' conciseness 
and eloquence of speech. unswerving 
loyalty to truth. and powerful refuta
tion of error. A number of prominent. 
true and tried friends of the Lord and 
of brother Woods will participate in 
the program. Everyone is invited to be 
among the hundreds who will be 
present to express appreciation for 
Guy N. Woods and for the truth for 
which he stands. 

TN Bible College Lectures 

T.B.C.: Tennessee Bible College 
celebrates a ten year anniversary of 
great Lectureships with the May 6-10. 
1991 Tenth Annual T.B.C. Lectur
ship. The theme for this year's lecture 
program is "In Time's Like These." 

Malcolm Hill. the president of 
T.B.C .• said. "The church of our Lord 
has moved into perilous times. With 
all the factions, liberalism and re
bellion, we need to focus on how we 
got here, and where we go from here," 
said Hill. The Lectureship will begin 
on Sunday. May 6, at 9:00 A.M. with 
Paul Wilmoth of Cookeville. Ten
nessee speaking on "In Times Like 
These We Need Evangelism". The 10 
o'clock hour will feature Brother Hill 
with the keynote address. "In Times 
Like These We Need A Saviour". 
Kerry Duke will speak Sunday evening 
at the 6 o'clock hour on "In Times 
Like These We Need God". Monday 
through Thursday there will be lec
tures in the morning at 9:30A.M. and 
II :00 A.M. The afternoon schedule 
calls for lectures at 1:30 P.M. and 3:00 
P.M. At 6:45P.M. each evening there 
will be a thirty minute period of 
congregational singing. The 7:30P.M. 



lecture will end the day. The lis t of 
speakers includes Virgil Hale of Union 
City, TN; Robert Taylor, Jr. of 
Ripley, TN; Winfred Clark of Athens, 
Alabama; Rod Rutherford of Mem
phis, TN; Ben Flat t of Henderson, 
T N; a nd Dick Weber of Atlanta , GA, 
just to name a few. The Thursday 
evening session will be directed to the 
youth with Brother Weber. This year's 
Youth Night is on target with today's 
biggest problem in and out of the 
church, the use of drugs and alcohol. 

The full lectures hip will be available 
on aud io cassette ta pe. If the demand 
is grea t enough. Brother Hill has said 
some lectures may be ava ilable on 
video cassette. Nursery facilities a re 
available and lodging can be arranged 
through the col lege. The Ladies 
Associates of T . B.C. wi ll p rovide lunch 
each day at noon for all who wish to 

stay. T he lunch will be for a reasonable 
fee with proceeds going to the fund 
raising efforts of the Associates. A 
s peci a l eve nt each year is th e 
Presidents' Chicken Supper Sunday 
evening at 7 P .M. 

"Everyone is in vited . the lectures 
wi ll be grea t and the fe ll owship a s 
wel l." says Brother Hill. All services 
will be at the Northeast church of 
Christ building on G randview Drive. 
off Hig hway 70. East. in Cookeville. 
TN. For fu rther information one may 
cont act T .B.C. at P.O. Box 865. 
Cookeville . TN 38503 or by calling 1-
(6 15) 526-26 16. 

Tennessee Bible College is a non
profit organizat ion supported by 
ch ur che s of Ch r is t as wel l as 
individuals. T he school offers tra ining 
in Bible and Bible rela ted subjects to 
anyone inte res ted in studying God's 
Word rega rdless of their re ligious 
affiliation. The school offe rs Under
graduate and Graduate D egrees. 
including the Doctorate Degree in 
Christ ian Doctrine and Apologetics. 

Potpourri 

I t is a lways good to hear from our 
many readers. Following are a few 
excerpts from letters recently received . 

Glad to hear of the restr ucturing of 
the Firm Foundation. I hope it will 
co ntinue to carry o n its good work 
(RH , Kansas) ... I rejo ice in havi ng 
received the January 1991 iss ue of the 
Firm Foundation. From the view
points of how it looks, its content , 

a nd its size, I say it is great (RD, 
Texas) ... Please renew my subscrip
tion for Firm Foundation. My hus
band is presently in Saudi Ara bia. 
Please remember him as we remember 
your wonderful work (LH , Tennessee) 
... The church cannot afford to let 
this great publication die. As soldiers 
of Ch rist we need eve ry weapon a t our 
disposal ( H H, Arizona) ... Keep the 
Firm Foundation going (LS, Texas) 
... I am enclosi ng a check for my 
subscripti on to the Firm Foundation . 
I was a subscriber but did not renew 
for 2 or 3 years because of problems 
in getting the paper out on schedule. 
U nder the circumstances I cannot see 
a ny way to correct it but to do what 
you have done (JC, Arkansas) ... 
Enclosed is my check. Please renew 
my subscription. I grew up in Wise 
County, and with the Firm Founda
tion. I am 85 years old and still like 
the paper. May God bless you in your 
efforts to spread the gospel' (GS, 
Texas) ... I hope brother Dobbs has 
ended his series with Jimmy Allen 
(DH , Alabama) ... A little good news 
for your day. The e lders have decided 
to send the Firm Foundation into the 
homes of our members for 1991 (JW, 
Oklahoma). 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

(813) 683-4043 

tr Strong Bible Emphasis 
tr Two Year Program 
tr 100 Semester Hours 
tr No Thition 
'It Scholarships Available 
tr Qualified Faculty 
tr V.A. Benefits 
tr Call or Write 

TRAINING PREACHERS SINCE 1969 

SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

MAXIE B. BOREN, evangelist 
DIRECTOR 

Bible Teachers: Gary Fallis , David Miller, 
Johnny Ramsey, Don Simpson 

P. 0. BOX 210667 
BEDFORD, TEXAS76095 

PHONE: (817) 282-6526 
(817) 282-3911 

(Write or call for full information) 
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DIRECTORY 
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TRAVELING? 
VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER 
LINE. YEARLY RATES ARE: $125.00 FOR 3 
LINES; $175.00 FOR 4 LINES; $225.00 FOR 
5 LINES; $275.00 FOR 6 LINES; $325.00 
FOR 7 LINES; $375.00 FOR 8 LINES. SEND 
ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT. 
P.O. BOX 210876, BEDFORD. TEXAS 
76095· 7876. SEND NO MONEY. WE 
WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 
FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. Phone (907) 456-4921 

CALIFORNIA 
ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones In this area, we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Klnneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107. (818) 
791·2499 Sun. 9:30, 10:45 am., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m .. 210 Fwy N. on Altadena Dr. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST. SAN BERNADINO. 
CA. 3630 N. "E" St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 P.M. Call 863-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow. Minister, 883-5232. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10:00, 11:00 a.m., 6:00p.m .• Wed. 7:00 
p.m. Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

COLORADO 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ 
4690 S. Logan, (303) 789-4749 

CONNECTICUT 
GROTON--Church of Christ meeting at 291 
Osprey Or. Sun. 9:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. Wed. 6:30 
P.M. Ph. 446-0676. 

FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER--Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Services: Sun. 
10:00 & 11:00 A.M., 6:30P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. Billy 
R. Davidson. minister. . . . . . 

GAINESVILLE-39th Ave. Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use highway 222 
exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. (904) 376-
4343 or 373-7277. W. D. Jeffcoat. evangelist. 
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JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd; (904) 771-5075 or 
771-2646; Sun. 10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 SOUTH FLORIDA AVE. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M. & 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. e 

Robert McAnally, minister 682-4702, 665-8060 
Home of Florida School of Preaching . . . . . 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. and 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 21 W. Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, 
evangelist. 855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6:00 
P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell. minister. . . . . . 
SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10 & 11 A.M., 
6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob 
Winton, evangelist. 

SEBRING-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:00. Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 P.M. Jack H. McGhee, 
evangelist. 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA-Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur. 30032 (404) 299-1475. B.S. 
9 A.M., Wor. 9:50 A.M. & 6 P.M. (1.1 mile Inside 
1-285.) 

BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy. 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy. 42 N-2 nii. to building. Camper 
hookups. B.S. 9 A.M. Wor. 10 A.M.; 6 P.M. Wed. 7 
P.M. Call (912) 956-3719-956-2099. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
STOCKBRIDGE-The church meets at 10:00 A.M. 
Call anytime you are In the area. Will contact 
relatives or friends. (413) 232•7114. 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH-Duluth Church of Christ. 2344 Nanti
coke St.. 55811. Sun. 10:00 & 11:00 A.M. & 6 P.M. 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Phone (218) 722-1984 or 722-1871. 
Paul Curless and David Dalton, evangelists. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON--Church of Christ, College & 7th Sts. 
65616. Sun. 9:30 & 10:20 A.M. & 6:30 P.M. Wed. 
7:00P.M. Phones (417) 334-3866 & (417) 334-3757. 
A. J. Hendrix, minister. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB. 922 S. Central. 876-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 
minister, 876-1162. 

OKLAHOMA 
EDMOND-Chisholm Trail Church of Christ, 8~ 
mi. N of town on Broadway. "Only the Old Paths." 
John A. Croom. Ph. 396-8497. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Road, Memphis, TN 
38118. Sunday 9:30 and 10:30 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Call 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker, 
minister, 363-1363. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 North of Greenbrier, Tennessee • 
Between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 • 25 miles north 
of Nashville • Sunday Bible Study 9:30 A.M., 
Worship 10:30 A.M. • and 6:00P.M. Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:30P.M. • Roy McConnell. evangelist. 
Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 
DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
312 Pearl St., Denton, TX 76201. (817) 387-3531 
Sun. 9:00, 10:00 A.M .• 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
Home of ANNUAL DENTON LECTURES, second 
week in November. Dub McClish, evangelist. 

HOUSTON-FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway, (Exit Barker-Cypress Road, 
1-10 West) Sunday Bible Study 9:00A.M. Worship 
10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. Wednesday Bible Study 
7:30P.M. Phone (713) 492-1219. 

FOREIGN 
EUROPE 

The church meets In Banbury, England. U. S. 
military bases and Stratford-Upon-Avon nearby. 
P. 0. Box 122. Banbury, Oxon .• England. Call (295) 
720990 or (869) 232490. 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses A 
• 2, 760 Clock Hours 

• 
0
No Tl~f!tidonF I • . . 

• ua a ae acu ty 
• Limited Scholarships 
• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications Now. Being Accepted 
• Call or Write for Application 

CONDUCTED BY 
KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, TN 38118 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
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ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER LINE. THIS S ECTION IS DESIGNED 

ESPECIALLY TO ACCOMMODATE PREACHERS SEEKING WORK OR CONGREGATIONS 
SEEKING PREACHERS. O THER CHURCH RELATED MATTER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING 
WITH THE PUBLISHER'S STANDARDS. SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: FIRM 
F OUND ATION. AD DEPART MENT. P.O . B OX 2 10876. B EDFORD. T X 76095-7876. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Wanted-Mature preacher to work with the East 
Providence Church of Christ, East Providence. AI. 
Write for details. 22 Wampanoag Tr .. E. Providence. 
AI 02915. 

Full time minister: Individual must have the following 
characteristics: loving, joyful. peaceful. longsuflering, 
gentle. faithful. Mini'!'um o f 10 years full time 
preaching experience with a proven track record in 
personal work and local evangelism. To work with a 
congregation of approx. 130 in the Kansas City, MO 
area. Send resume and tape to: Blue Springs Church 
of Christ. c/o C. E. Knight. 1405 W. 24th St.. Blue 
Springs, MD 64015 

Small California church needs a retired or semi
retired minister. New house and utilities and partial 
support. Send resume to: Hardy Reeves, 1553 Corgiat 
Drive. Newman. CA 95360 

WANTED: Experienced full t ime gospel pulpit 
minister. 140 members with elders. 3 BR brick house 
furnished. Call Bill McGehee (405) 276-2606. Floyd 
Johnson (405) 276-5140. Murray Billingsley (405) 
276-2158. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

Returning missionary is seeking a sound congregation 
walking in the old paths with which to work. I have 
served as an elder/ preacher. preacher working with 
elders. preacher establishing new congrgations. 
Graduate of Brown Trail School of Preaching ( 1968). 
Have preached 23 years with 13 years In mission 
work. Would consider new mission work or local 
work. References upon request. Call or write 
Thurman E. Sell (809) 295-3343, P. 0 . Box SB20. 
Somerset Bridge SBBX. BERMUDA. 

FOR SALE 

HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM: A Critique o f 
Subjectivism In Biblical Interpretation S9 00 ppd to 
Major Premose Books. 11026 Wurzbach Road. San 
Antonio. TX 78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS. other books at great 
prices For free l ist send S.A.S.E. to Bargam 
Bookfinders. 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson. TN 38340. 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D 296 pages A collection of thousands of 
scripture references. each summarized and organozed 
under hundreds of logically-arranged subtect areas 
Includes over 2.000 interestong. important discussion
stimulating questions. This extremely clear and easy 
guide to the Bible is a must for every Christoan ·s 
library. lt is ideal for Bible classes tor all ages. and tor 
cottage evangelistic studoes focused on the somplicoty 
and power of New Testament Christoanity Order by 
sending $10 50 to Theo-Med Publishers. Box 1483. 
Colton. CA 92324. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE " BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. An 
easy, enjoyable. effective system tor increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-told or more in 
your congregation. Elders or Church leaders write for 
free information to: Dan Lyle. 5916 Vandegrift Ave .. 
Rockville. MD 20851. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale-an active congregation. 40t7 Memorial 
Drive, Decatur. GA 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

CASH FOR RELIGIOUS BOOKS: Out of print books 
searched for. New Location : Restoration Library, 
1914 E. 2nd St .. Edmund, OK 73034. Ph. 405-348-6800. 

SECOND ANNUAL HOME SCHOOL CONFERENCE 
October t 7-21. At. 6 Box 5010. Pelt City, AL 35125. Ph. 
(205) 338-1843. 

* A sound, balanced approach to 
Christianity and preaching that 
avoids the ext remes of legalism 
and liberalism 

* Practical experience 

* Courses for wives 
* Free tuition 
* Approved for Gl benefits 

FOR INFORMATION OR CATALOG, 
WRITE OR CALL: 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOO L OF PREACH ING & MISSIONS 

6608 BEAVER RIDGE ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37931 

(615) 691-7411-691-7444 

DAVID PHARR, Director 

(PAUL) & ASSOCIATES 

• Providing quality construction of church buildings • 27 years experience in church design 
• In-house architectural & engineering services • Various architectural services available 
• $40/sf average incl. pews, carpet, sound & lighting • Total management from start to finish 
• Introducing our new Williamsburg design • Interior design services provided 

CALL FOR VIDEO INT RODUCTION AND MORE INFORMATION 

581 -8322 3600 Old Bullard Rd., Su it e 200 TX 75701 847-0082 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

*NO TUIT ION 
* TWO-YEAR PROGRAM 
* V. A. A PPROVED 

D AVID P. B ROWN. 
DI RECTOR 

Emphasis on: 
Sound doctrine 
Evangelism 
Learning the Word 

P lease put us in contact 
w ith prospective stude nts 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 



Sixteenth Annual Bellview Lectures 

"THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT" 
May 12-15, 1991 

Sunday, May 12 

9:00A.M. The Church Triumphant-Shall Be 
Triumphant At Last 

Shan Jackson, Palacios, TX 
10:00 A.M. The Church Triumphant-How Can I 

Help It Triumph? 
Ken Willis, Chattanooga, TN 

7:00 P.M. SINGING 
7:15P.M. The Church Triumphant-Pictured By 

The Prophets Flavil Nichols, Jasper, AL 
8:00P.M. The Church Triumphant-The Church 

That Jesus Loved 
Willie Bradshaw, East Point, GA 

Monday, May 13 

9:00A.M. The Church Triumphant-Is United In 
One Body Bobby Liddell, Pensacola, FL 

9:45A.M. The Church Triumphant-What Is Its 
Relationship To Churches Of Men? 

Roy Deaver, Austin, TX 
10:30 A.M. The Church Triumphant-Is It Essential 

To Salvation? Bill Cline, Pensacola, FL 
11:15 A.M. The Church Triumphant-The Local 

Congregation Must Be Led By Qualified 
Men Curtis Cates, Memphis, TN 

1:30 P.M. The Church Triumphant-Must It Wear A 
Scriptural Name? 

Stephen Law, Rockmart, GA 
2:15P.M. The Church Triumphant-Has Members 

Who Love One Another 
Ronnie Hayes, Bear Creek, AL 

7:00 P.M. SINGING 
7:15 P.M. The Church Triumphant-Is It The 

Kingdom? 
Noah Hackworth, San Mateo, CA 

8:00P.M. The Church Triumphant-Must It Be Holy 
And Without Blemish? 

Rex A. Turner, Sr., Montgomery, AL 

Tuesday, May 14 

9:00A.M. The Church Triumphant-Helps Those In 
Need Sam Soper, Jay, FL 

9:45 A.M. The Church Triumphant-What Is Its 
Relationship To Churches Of Men? 

Roy Deaver, Austin, TX 
10:30 A.M. The Chutch Triumphant-Worships God 

Acceptably 
Melvin Hampton, Trenton, TN 

11:15 A.M. The Church Triumphant-Must Teach 
The Truth And Oppose Error 

Harrell Davidson, Obion, TN 
1:30 P.M. The Church Triumphant-Its Many 

Facets In The New Testament 
W. R. Craig, Lucedale, MS 

2:15P.M. The Church Triumphant-Beginning In 
Jerusalem David Brown, Austin, TX 

7:00 P.M. SINGING 
7:15P.M. The Church Triumphant-According To 

God's Eternal Purpose 
Joe Gilmore, San Lorenzo, CA 

8:00 P.M. The Church Triumphant-The Only One 
Of Which You Should Be A Member 

Foy Smith, Riverside, CA 

Wednesday, May 15 

9:00A.M. The Church Triumphant-Preparation 
Prior To Pentecost 

Ray Peters, Pensacola, FL 
9:45 A.M. The Church Triumphant-What Is Its 

Relationship To Churches Of Men? 
Roy Deaver, Austin, TX 

10:30 A.M. The Church Triumphant-Victorious In 
The First Century 

Alton Hayes, Munford, AL 
11:15 A.M. The Church Triumphant-Effects Of 

Apostasy Then And Now 
Ira Rice, Memphis, TN 

1:30 P.M. The Church Triumphant-Has It Been 
Restored? Eddie Whitten, Bedford, TX 

2:15P.M. The Church Triumphant-Uplifted In The 
Home Bobby Gayton, Cartersville, GA 

7:00 P.M. SINGING 
7:15P.M. The Church Triumphant-Grows In The 

Right Way Winfred Clark, Athens, AL 
8:00P.M. The Church Triumphant-Takes The 

Gospel To All The World 
Guss Eoff, Independence, MO 

For further information about housing, exhibits, lectureship books, 
or tapes, send for a free brochure or call (904) 455-7595. 

Bellview Church of Christ 4850 Saufley Road Pensacola, FL 32526 
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1884 "THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 1991 
LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 106 Houston, Texas, May, 1991 No. 5 

BEAR VALLEY CHURC 
2707 SO. l AMAR ST H OF GHR!Sl 
DENVER. COLORADO . 80221 

SALVATION IS BY GRACE 
BUT NOT BY GRACE ONLY 

by T homas B. Warren 

There is an enormous difference between affirmin g 
( I) that salvat ion is by grace and (2) that sa lvati on is 
by grace only. The d ifference is of great im portance. 

Recentl y. I saw an article written by a brot her in 
Christ which a ll eges that it " is a scandalous a nd 
outrageous li e to teac h tha t sa lva tion arises from 
human acti vit y. We do not contri but e one wh it to our 
salvation." (Rube l Shelly. " Love Lines." October 31. 
1990: Woodmont Hills Bulletin. Nas hville. p. 3.) 

It is quite se rious to charge bret hren with lying. 
T hese stateme nts remind me of the booklet (Sam 

Morris. Do A Christian s S ins Damn His Soul? [Sic] 
[No publ isher o r date indicated]. pp. 1-2 . written by a 
Baptist preacher) which affirm s tha t a ll of the deeds 
which one may do in obed ience to the Gospe l of 
Christ "will not make his soul one whit sa fer." In so 
saying. he taught tha t loving obedience to J esus 
Christ has not hing whatever to do with his becoming 
a Chris tian or. fina lly. with his goi ng to Heave n when 
J esus comes agai n to judge the wo rld . 

In regard to the sins which one ma y comm it. the 
same book let teaches that "a ll the sins he ma y commit 
from ido la try to mu rder wi ll not ma ke hi s so ul in an y 
more dange r. The jus ti fication of the huma n so ul is 
through the a tonement of Chris t and not th ro ugh the 
effort s of man . The way a man lives has nothing 
whatever to do with the salvation of his soul" 
(emphasis mine. TBW). 

Let us compare these two sta tements . 
The Ba ptist said: "The way a ma n li ves has noth ing 

whatever to do with the salva ti on of his sou l. " 
Our bro ther sa id: "We do not contribute one whit 

to our sa lva tio n" and that it is a n "outrageous lie to 
teach tha t sa lvatio n arises from human activity." 

How do t he sta tement s compare? Is t here a 
significa nt difference between them? I ave r that there 
is not. 

They bot h teach sa lva tion by grace on ly. 
Our brother taught t hat it is an outrageous lie to 

teach that sa lva tion "arises fro m human activity." 
T he Bapt ist also taught that the way a man lives 

(t his would incl ude a ll of his thought s and deeds) has 
nothing whateve r to do with his salvat ion. So. this is a 
clear affirmation t ha t afte r the moment when one 
believes in Christ. there is not hing he ca n do which 
wou ld result in his ete rnal damnat ion. I even heard 
one Bapti st preacher say. "Since I trusted Jesus as my 
personal Savior. I cou ld not go to Hell even if I 
wanted to!" Also. du ring debates . I ha ve hea rd 
Baptist preac hers arg ue that John 6:28-29 teaches. not 
that ma n must do the believing. but that God does the 
beli eving for him. 

Our brother eli minates all human acti\·it y from 
sa lva tion. If he were right. then every human being 
wi ll be saved. because God's grace is offered to al l 
men (Titus 2: I I)! So. if thi s false doct ri ne rea ll y were 
true. then there would be no need fo r the preaching of 
the Gospel (a ll men would be saved wit hout it. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Editorial . .. 

WHAT'S WRONG?-Part V 
by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

For there are certain men crept in privily ... 

Doctor Tom Olbricht speaks of "certain front-runners in Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Abilene, Nashville, San Antonio, and Searcy." These 
front-runners , Olbricht says, hold the view "that the scripture is not 
a constitution or code book, as envisioned by the old hermeneutic, 
but is a love letter from God." He adds, "There is much merit in both 
the rejection of the former model, and the parameters of the new" 
(Hermeneutics: The Beginning Point, by Thomas H. Olbricht, 
Pepperdine University, July 1989, page 6). 

The loudest voices among these front-runners make sounds that 
have little real meaning. The sounds have the appearance of 
substance but are empty. One really eerie idea promoted by some 
proponents of the new hermeneutic is that all propositions have 
multiple meanings. It would follow that truth is, therefore, not fixed 
and undivided. 

Doctor Darryl Tippens, a professor at Abilene Christian Univer
sity, ventilates a view that is radical nonsense. He wrote: "Truth is 
always captured in a dynamic temporality, not in a static substan
tiality" (Postmodern Theories of In terpretation: What They Say to 
Restorationists, By Darryl Tippens, in a paper presented at the 
Christian Scholars Conference at Abilene Christian University, 
August 1990). 

Truth, according to this view, is fleeting. He is talking about "the 
interpretation of texts, specifically the Bible." If Bible truth is not 
substantial, then what did the Master mean when he said, "Everyone 
therefore that heareth these words of mine, and doeth them, shall be 
likened unto a wise man, who built his house upon the rock." 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yea and forever. He 
authorized Simon Peter to write, "All flesh is as grass, And all the glory 
thereof as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower 
falleth: But the word of the Lord abideth for ever. And this is the word 
of good tidings which was preached unto you" (1 Peter 1:24-25). 

Jesus thought "the word of good tidings" is abiding for ever. That 
looks pretty durable and substantial. J esus lived in an antique and not 
a postmodern age and, so, must be excused. 

"For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled" (Matt. 5: 18). 

The Tippens' paper is representative of what many "front-runners" 
think, though not all are bold enough to state it as clearly. To give the 
full flavor of this newfangled folly, I submit this quotation: 

Since our discussion concerns the interpretation of texts, 
specifically the Bible, we must note briefly how post
modernism affects hermeneutics. First, it radically under
mines our faith in a single, unitary meaning of texts. 
Literary texts, all texts, indeed all human symbols, are 
capable of different senses. Since contexts determine 
meaning, as contexts shift, so do understandings. Meaning 
no longer is a simple matter. Rather, meaning becomes 

(Continued on Page 4) 



Guest Editorial . .. 

ANOTHER 
PRODIGAL RETURNS 

by Adron Doran 

The Holy Spirit has expressly spoken His concern over those who 
depart from the faith and told the Apostles to write about those who 
turned their ears away from the truth. The Apostle Paul wrote 
regarding Hymenaeus and Alexander who shipwrecked their faith, 
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.. _; 

GueSt Editorial ... - __ 
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What Some· Great M~n-OJ 
. Th~-Etirth Thoitgbit}/.: . · - · . -
TJ,.eBible • -~ ..... ~:.~~-.... • .· .• _ . • 6-

and of Demas who forsook the way of the Lord because of his love W. N.; (BUI) Jackson:: :-
for the present world. Simon Peter represented an apostate as one Is _Transfigured -~ ._: ..... ~ .. · .... .. 7-
like a dog turning to his own vomit again and as one like the sow that 
was washed returns to her wallowing in the mire (2 Peter 2:22). ·Another; Questit:~.n f-i.~~:~·-- · . __ 

While on the other hand God is pictured in the Bible as a loving Must Be Asked ........ ~ .. ·. ~~9::·---
Father seeking the lost and longing for the return of those who have · · ·· · · --- · · · - ·-- · · 
wandered away. Jesus tells how the shepherd rejoiced when his lost "Doing Theology"~.< ... :.··~~ .-.1! 
sheep was found, how the woman rejoiced when her lost coin was · · · 
found, and how the father showed overflowing joy when his lost son .Biblical Studies:· 
was found. Christ concludes the parable by saying "there is joy in the .:The.l,nspiratioi{OJ~--. · ' · . :~. · -
presence of the angels of God (in heaven) over one sinner that ·The Bible· ... ~:~ ··-• •;/• ~ · • • · ·.13 .-
repents" (Luke 15). · · -· · 

Dr. Thomas Pat Hardeman who has been away from Christ, the :Nowls The Accepted-· -·,_ 
church and the truth for many years has now confessed the errors of · · Time-·············.-.····~ .:.iS·_ 
his way, repented of his rebellion against God and identified with the ' Woman.~s fage: 
Eastside Church of Christ in Sarasota, Florida. Pat has been in the -- ·- -~ · 
process of "getting himself put back together" for sometime and · Stfung By · -· ·- · · :. 
recently began to teach and preach again at the Eastside Church. The Tongue • · · · · ·· -.. · • •: .; .. .-11- ·-

Seven of us who are vacationing in Florida, who have known Pat A Re1!iew,Oj"The. Worldly· 
since the days of his youth, recently went to hear him teach a Bible - · -
class and preach a sermon on a Sunday morning. Both his lesson in Ch,.rch"Part 1,11 •: ~ ... ~ · · · · · · .18 · 
class and his sermon, were masterpieces in content and delivery. We ·Is Tile; Conscience. ; 
have heard no one who is more loyal to the truth in his presentations. A Safe-Guide? ... _. ...... ~-._ .. _.2_.0' 
He seems to have resolved all his intellectual difficulties with the 
Bible, as the word of God, and his unbelief in the divinity of Jesus ·Notes On Authority . :- .. ·. ~ .-.-· .. • 21·. 
Christ. All of us who heard him rejoiced exceedingly over what we · - · -_.. ·_-_. - · :· · · - - · 
saw and heard. WhatHappened_ ... . .. . 

I have known Pat Hardeman all the sixty-five years of his life. I was • · · To McDougle?. ~' .->~ -~ ·• ~. • • •· • tt'Z2: · · 
.:";. ' 

a sophomore in Cuba High School, Graves County, Kentucky, ·· · 2J 
where his father was my high school principal when Pat was born. Assidl!..~~ly! -·~ · · · ·_· · · .·.-. · ~ · ·•· . :· 
His father, John B. Hardeman, later became the superintendent of "Lord, It Ain'{-
Graves County Schools and moved his family to Sedalia, the Really My Fault" ~ ...... ~ . . 2~ 
hometown of my dear wife, Mignon. Besides his service in the field of 
public education, Brother Hardeman became the full-time minister of A Journey Into A . . 
the Mayfield Church of Christ. John B. gave Mignon and me our first "Fai Country" ._ ...•.... ·. • .... .. 21 
teaching jobs. 

Pat was the fifth of eight children born to John B. and Cleste The Bible: 
Hardeman. He was reared in the family and community atmosphere . A ·"Love ~etter?'' .... _, . ~ . · .. . is · 
of the Church and schools. He graduated from the high school of 
David Lipscomb College (University) and studied at the college level . He's The Rock . . . . . ... :_ . 
for one year. He transferred to Freed-Hardeman College (University) · ~~~ySalvation·: ~ ~~_:;. • /; .o:~· ;.··.~~:·_:--. · 
where his uncle was president, and earned an associate degree. Pat Ministering To . _ 
enrolled at Murray (KY) State University from which he received the -
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Baccalaureate Degree in English, History and Political 
Science. He qualified for a Master's Degree and a 
Doctor of Philosophy at the University of Illinois. 

Pat preached for congregations in West Kentucky 
and Tennessee during his undergraduate studies and 
for the Church in Urbana while he was doing 
graduate study. While he was at the University of 
Illinois, he founded and occupied the John William 
McGarvey Chair of Philosophy of the Christian 
Religion (1954-55). For ten years Hardeman served as 
Professor of Bible, Archeology and Apologetics at 
Florida College and six years as head of the Depart
ment of Philosophy at Tampa University. For the 
past twenty years he has been associated with realty 
companies and investment exchanges in Sarasota. 

I am sure that many Christian friends of Pat 
Hardeman will rejoice that he has returned to the 
Lord's Church and to the faith of his ancestors. I 
know that many sorrowed over Pat's departure 
"from the holy commandments delivered unto" him. 
These will do well to encourage him in his decision to 
return to the pulpit to preach the unsearchable riches 
of Jesus Christ. He has enough normal years left of 
his life to redeem the time that he lost to the Kingdom 
and to influence others to profit by his mistakes. 

He still has the strong pleasing personality, the 
stage presence, the command of expression and the 
deep sincerity that are a part of the Hardeman 
heritage. Pat attended one of my lectures on the 
Restoration Movement at the Central Church of 
Christ, Clearwater, Florida, and the brethren asked 
him to lead a prayer. 

His home address is: 
Beach Haven 

5838 Midnight Pass Road 
Siesta Key, Florida 33581 

"Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and 
one convert him; let him know that he which 
converted the sinner from the error of his way shall 
save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of 
sins" (James 5:19-20). 111 Woodland Ave. 

Lexington, KY 40502 

Editorial 
(Continued from Page 3) 

volatile, 'polysemous,' and 'polyvalent' ... 
Thus, meaning is no longer univocal but 
'promiscuous' (Postmodern Theories of Inter
pretation, by Darryl Tippens, Abilene 
Christian University, pp. 6-7). 

1}-

The Abilene Professor says words are volatile and 
therefore open to several or many meanings. That 
boils down to a declaration that words have no 
certain and dependable meaning and are incapable of 
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communicating distinct ideas. Meaning, he says, no 
longer has a single, sharply defined sense or nature. 
Meaning, in Tippens postmodern view, is always 
ambiguous. He even calls it promiscuous-without 
plan or purpose, lacking discrimination. 

Tippens continues, "In deconstruction there is no 
self-evident or absolute ground of knowledge. 
Language becomes slippery, meanings undecidable, 
words and signs play freely in the mind but never lead 
to a settled or univocal meaning ... deconstruction is 
maddening, but it is worth considering. It makes one 
acutely aware of the multiple messages lurking within 
the (apparently) simple communication" (Postmodern 
Theories of Interpretation, by Darryl Tippens, Abilene 
Christian University, pp. 11-12). 

Here is the wonder! Our dear brother, though 
assuring us that it is maddeningly impossible to 
discuss ideas with slippery, undecidable language, 
writes 21 pages filled with words! He attempts to 
convince us that language lacks the power to 
convince-and he uses the vehicle of language to do 
it. Tut! Tut! In the words of 'Lil Abner Yokem, "Wont 
wonders never cease." 

It is plain that these "front-runners" advocate 
pluralism in the Bible, or that ultimate truth has more 
than one correct explanation. If the view is right, then 
when Paul spoke of "one baptism" it may very well 
include sprinkling, pouring, and immersion; its 
purpose may be to show that one is already saved, or 
it may be to obtain salvation; if someone cares to 
advocate it, Paul's one baptism may be nothing more 
than the wave of the hand to show approval, 
disapproval, or nothing; another might advocate that 
the one baptism is purely a mental act with no 
outward action, and that it is covert. One baptism, 
under a postmodern world view, can be everything, 
anything, or nothing. 

The "one body" of Ephesians 4:4, under the clever 
disguise of postmodern thought, doesn't mean what 
you think it means. One body means many bodies, 
and all bodies, or not any body at all. See how easy 
that is? Remember language is slippery, unknowable, 
and undecidable. The door is open, and through it 
will parade denominations of every stripe-Catholics, 
Protestants, and Jews. Nor will it stop there, but will 
humanistically include Muhammadanism, Hinduism, 
Janism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Confucianism, Taoism, 
and Shinto. Language, remember, conveys no distinct 
meaning. One body is every body. 

The "one faith" for which we are to strive with one 
spirit is really multiple faiths. If you think this is 
overwrought, then you haven't been paying attention. 
Take a hard look at where the Disciples of Christ 
denomination is today, and you will see where the 
church of Christ will be in short order if postmodernism 
has its way. 

"But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 
beguiled Eve in his craftiness, your minds should be 



corrupted from the simplicity and the purity that is 
toward Christ" (2 Cor. 11:3). 

The Spirit does not speak of the simplicity and 
purity of the gospel, but of maintaining a simplicity 
toward the gospel. It i& true that the gospel is simple, 
but it is also deep. Paul is not talking about the quality 
of the gospel, but is calling for a right attitude toward 
Christ and his word. The simplicity demanded is not 
simple-mindedness but basic honesty and good faith. 
Paul is saying, "Be fair in your attitude toward Christ 
and his teaching." 

The serpent is still around and will beguile you 
with his craftiness if you don't watch out. You must 
maintain a right attitude cdncerning Christ. We can 
get so caught up in our own vaunted cleverness, and 
so impressed with our human wisdom that we forget 
to listen to God. It is forevermore true that man is not 
wiser than his Creator! 

Seeing that Jews ask for signs, and Greeks 
seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ 
crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and 
unto Gentiles foolishness; but unto them that 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God. 
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men; and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men. For behold your calling, brethren, 
that not many wise after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called: but God 
chose the foolish things of the world, that he 
might put to shame them that are wise; and 
God chose the weak things of the world, that 
he might put to shame the things that are 
strong; and the base things of the world, and 
the things that are despised, did God choose, 
yea and the things that are not, that he might 
bring to nought the things that are: that no 
flesh should glory before God. But of him are 
ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption: that, according 
as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord (1 Cor. 1:22-31). 

Neither Paul nor the Spirit who told him to write 
these words was anti-intellectual. God the Holy Spirit 
has infinite knowledge. We need to remember that 
our scholarship is puny in comparison with what God 
knows and be humble. I once heard of a man who 
said, "It is hard to be humble when you are as smart 
and great as I am." 

The vaunted wisdom of the smartest man in the 
world doesn't amount to a hill of beans when likened 
to the eternal, enduring wisdom of God's inex
tinguishable word. We can quote Miller, Burnham, 
Polanyi, Moises, Nelvin, Hauerwas, Willimon, 
Schleifer, Eagleton, Foucault, and Wittgenstein until 
the world looks level, but if we do not know Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, James, and Jude we 
are dense. 

The dictum is to come up with something new. If it 
is not modern, even postmodern, it is worthless. Our 
commercial age has deluded us into supposing that 
only the "new" washing powder, with the magic "x" 
ingredient is worthwhile, and the old soap is hog
grease. This does not wash well with those who are 
looking for the "old" paths, but for those who are 
tickled with newfangled notions it is just great. 

"For the time will come when they will not endure 
the sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap 
to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will 
turn away their ears from the truth, and turn aside 
unto fables" (2 Tim. 4:3-4). 

"0 Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in 
himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps" (Jer. 10:23). 

"In all thy ways acknowledge him, And he will 
direct thy paths" (Prov. 3:6). 

"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; 
But the end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. 
14:12). 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but h·e that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 
7:21). 

"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deluding your own selves" (James 1:22). 

"For the time is come for judgment to begin at the 
house of God: and if it begin first at us, what shall be 
the end of them that obey not the gospel of God?" 
(1 Peter 4:17). 

"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who hinder the truth in unrighteousness" (Rom. 
1:18). 11815 Doubletree 
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WHAT SOME GREAT MEN OF THE 
EARTH THOUGHT OF THE BIBLE 

"I thoroughly believe in a university education for 
both men and women; but I believe a knowledge of 
the Bible without a college education is more valuable 
than a college course without the Bible" (Dr. William 
Lyon Phelps, noted educator). 
"Bring me the Book!" When asked what book, he 
replied, "There is but one Book!" (Sir Walter Scott, 
on his deathbed). 
"The Bible is the most valuable document in English 
literature. No man can be called an uneducated man 
who knows his Bible and no man can be called an 
educated man who does not know his Bible" (Dr. 
Schurman, President of Cornell University). 
"That Book is the rock on which this republic rests" 
(Andrew Jackson). 
"I have always said, and will always say, that the 
studious perusal of the sacred volume will make 
better homes, better citizens, better fathers, and 
better husbands" (Thomas Jefferson). 
"I am profitably engaged in reading the Bible. Take all 
of this book upon reason that you can, and the 
balance by faith and you will live and die a better 
man" (Abraham Lincoln). 
"The first and almost the only book deserving the 
universal distinction is the Bible. I speak as a man of 
the world and I say to you, 'Search the Scriptures'" 
(John Quency Adams). 
"If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible our 
country will go on prospering, but if we and our 
posterity neglect its instruction and authority, no 
man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may over
whelm us and bury us and our glory in profound 
obscurity" (Daniel Webster). 
"Almost every man who has by his life work added to 
the sum of human achievements of which the race is 
proud, almost every such man has based his life work 
largely upon the teaching of the Bible" (Theodore 
Roosevelt). 
"A man has deprived himself of the best there is in 
the world who has deprived himself of a knowledge of 
the Bible" (Woodrow Wilson). 
"Behold it upon the table. I never fail to read it, and 
every day with the same pleasure. Not only is one's 
mind absorbed, it is controlled and the same can 
never go astray with this book for its guide" 
(Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of France). 
"You will find in the book guidance when you are in 
health, comfort when you are in sickness, and strength 
when you are in adversity" (Lord Roberts). 
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"Every hour I read you it kills a sin or lets a virtue in 
to fight it" (Isaac Walton, English author). 
"Of all books the most indispensable and the most 
useful, the one whose knowledge is the most effective 
is the Bible. There is no book like the Bible. In every 
controversy the Bible contains the right answer and 
pleads for the right policy" (Charles A. Dana, 
American journalist). 
"Read your Bible. Make it your daily business to obey 
it. To my early knowledge of the Bible I owe the best 
part of my tests for literature" (John Ruskin). 
"The existence of the Bible as a book for the people 
is the greatest benefit which the human race has 
ever experienced" (Immanuel Kant, German Meta
physician). 
"This American nation from its first settlement at 
Jamestown to this hour is based on and permeated 
by the principles of the Bible" (David J. Brewer, U.S. 
Supreme Court). 
"I must confess to you that the majesty of the 
scriptures astonishes me; if it had been the invention 
of man, the invention would have been greater than 
the greatest heroes" (Jean Jacques Roussequ, French 
philosopher and author). 
"The Bible has been the Magna Charta of the poor 
and oppressed; down to modern times no state has a 
constitution in which the interests of the people are 
so largely taken into account; in which the duties so 
much more than the privileges of the rulers are 
insisted on. No where is the fundamental truth that 
the welfare of the state in the long run depends on the 
welfare of the citizens so strongly laid down" 
(Thomas Henry Huxley, English biologist). 
"I account the scriptures of God the most sublime 
philosophy" (Isaac Newton). 
"There is a Book worth all other books in the world" 
(Patrick Henry). 
(Editor's Note: Some of the men quoted were evil, 
and some were brutal, and some were atheists, and 
some were thought of as kind am! good, but all were 
accounted wise. It really doesn't matter what famous 
people say about the Bible. The thing that matters is 
what the Bible says about itself. It is interesting 
however to see, and affords some comfort to the 
believer, that many of the good, the bad, and the ugly 
recognize the superiority of the Bible over all other 
books-Dobbs.) 



ackson 
Is T1rans{igu1red 

"Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man 
fallen this day in Israel?" 

Every generation has it spiritual giants, and once in 
awh ile there appea rs a great man among those giants 
and leaves his "footprints on the sands of time." 
William Ne lson (Bill) J ackson was such a man. 

Bill Jackson was born on September 5, 1929 in 
Sheffield , Ala bama. Later he was born from above of 
the water and spirit. On Apri l 5, 1991. a t approx i
mately 2:45 p.m .. he was born into the heavenly phase 
of the eternal kingdom. 

Our beloved Bill Jackson began to preac h the 
unsea rchable riches of Christ on a full-time basis in 
1952. He con tinued in that labor of love until the 
moment of his death . His heart failed him . Bil l knew 
hi s heart was weak a nd might at any moment give 
out. but he did not al low that knowledge to make a n 
invalid out of him. To the profound reverse he 
worked in the vineyard of the Lord the more 
diligently for knowing that his life was hanging by a 
slender thread. 

Bill was a soldier. He served his natio n as a ca ptain 
in the Marine corps before he began his preach ing 
ca reer. His more important military ex perience began 
when he vo lunteered as a wa rrior in the Lord's army. 
He buckled on the armor of God. picked up the sword 
of the spirit and turned his face toward the enemy- a 
roaring lion . He never looked back nor retreated. He 
stood on the firing line da y and night. He braved the 
heat of a fi erce battle as a valiant fi ghting man. 
Having fou ght the good fi ght of fai th to the end of his 

days on earth , he laid as ide the two-edged sword and 
undented shield to receive a glisten ing robe and a 
glittering crown. He has laid his trophies down. a ll 
down, at J esus' feet. 

His dea r wife. Jean. survives him as do his two 
stalwart sons. Larry and Barry, his brother, Lloyd , 
and his sister, Diane J ackson. Their loss is great. 
Their consolation is in knowing that Bill kept the 
fa ith a nd fini shed the cou rse . They sorrow but not as 
those who are without hope. 

On a sad Sunday aft ernoon the deaco ns of the 
Southwest church in Austin , Texas. where Bill had 
se rved as an evangeli st for a lmost ten years. came 
bearing the pall a nd coffin to the tomb of this mighty 
man of valo r. The elders of the congregation were 
there. looking on wi th tear dimmed eyes. Many saints 
of God ga thered round the gravesite as devout men 
buried him wit h great lamentat ion . In distant places 
many disciples in blank misgiving stood still to honor 
the memory of their fall en comrade. They looked one 
upon a nother and said. We shall miss him. We shall 
miss him. 

He is. of course. not replacea ble. Others will step 
into the breach and take up the quarrel with ou r 
ancient foe. Thank God for tha t! But no one can take 
Bill 's place for it belonged so lely to him and to him 
alone. Like a ll the grea t ones who have gone before, 
he belongs to the ages. He is now a part of that great 
cloud of wit nesses who, by life and deat h, continue to 
testify of the beauty and worth of our faith. In living, 
he has shown us how to li ve, and in dying, he has 
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shown us how t o die. He offered unto God an 
excellent sacrifice, "through which he had witness 
borne to him that he was righteous, God bea ring 
witness in respect of his gifts: and through it he 
being dead yet speaketh." 

We may be accused of preaching a dead man into 
heaven. What's wrong with that? If we believe that 
"Jesus died and lived again" it is right for us to 
believe "that them that are fallen asleep in J esus 
will God bring with him." When a man like Bill 
Jackson steps through the exit door of life it would 
be wrong not to affirm our faith in the precious 
promises of the Lord. Our consolation is knowing 
that the sweet chariot swings low, comin ' for to 
carry him home. We doubt not that angels have 
transported him to the comfort of Abraham's 
bosom. It is no mista ke for us to speak confidently 
of the living hope we have in Christ. 

Still, we must restra in the strong tendency to gush 
and overstate and laud a nd magnify. Such would 
embarrass Bill. He was not flawless. No man is. He 
made mistakes as we all do. Overall. though, Bill 
Jackson stood out among many o utstanding men as a 

SALVATION IS BY GRACE ... 
(Continued from Page I) 

without ever hearing it, without ever believing it, 
without ever obeying it) ei ther to become a Christian 
or in the living of the Christian life. May it be 
remembered, that the brother whom we are reviewing 
also taught that "good works are the fruit of sa lva
tion." Given this doctrine, the things we do in 
becoming a Christian are not "good works." This he 
teaches in spite of s uch passages as James 2:24-26. 

In contradiction to ou r brother 's positions, the New 
Testament conditions both becoming a Christian and 
living a life which will resu lt in eternal salvation on 
certain specified things. The Holy Spirit. in inspiring 
the writing of the New Testament , put th e little word 
"if" before quite a number of conditions. Following 
are just a few of such passages: (I) Galatians 6:7-9: 
" ... in due season we shall reap IF we faint not" (Gal. 
6:7-9); (2) Hebrews 10:26: "For IF we sin wilfully after 
that we have received the knowledge of the truth , 
there remaineth no more a sacrifice for s ins" 
[emphases mine in the two preceding points]; (3) 
Ga latians I :6-9 clearly teaches that if any one preaches 
a gospel which is different from tha t of Christ, he will 
be under the curse of God. 

There are many other passages whic h use "if" in 
this fashion. May all people be warned that there are 
works (acts of obedience which are required by C hrist 
in the Gospel) which one must do in order to beco me 
a Christian. Also, there are works which one must do 
in order to go to Heaven when this life is over. 

I want to lovingly affirm without reservation that 
no one can be saved without the grace of God- no 
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d edica ted a nd devoted follower of the lamb. 
Bill Jackson wanted t he Bible taught, defended and 

practiced. Above all e lse he wanted the banner of 
truth to be held high. His stro ng hands supported that 
bloodstained banner a nd his strong voice proclaimed 
its message of sa lvat ion and joy and peace. As we say 
farewell to our compatriot echoi ng in our hearts are 
the words, "Give me the Bible. lamp of li fe immortaL 
hold up that splendor by the open grave; show me the 
light from heaven 's s hinning portal. show me the 
glory gi lding Jordan's wave." 

Sleep well brave Bill! We plan to see you on that 
"bright and cloudless morn ing when the dead in 
Christ shall rise. and the glory of the resurrect ion 
share." We plan to rejoice with you whe n we stand 
before the gates of a city that lies foursquare , and the 
beautiful songs of the angels fl oat ou t on our listen ing 
ears. We have heard the joyful so und: Jesus saves! 
Jesus saves! 

By Editors and Staff of the Firm Foundation 
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one can ea rn his salvation. Eve ry perso n who is saved 
is saved by grace! But-note this please-no o ne is 
saved by grace only! People are saved by the grace of 
God when by faith they obey the relevant inst ructions 
of Christ, who taught that only those who do the will 
of the Father will enter the kingdom of heaven ( Matt. 
7:2 1). Our brother contradicts Jesus, His Apostles, 
and Hi s prophets. 

It should be clear that while the works of man 
cannot ea rn the forgiv ing of even one sin, it is 
nevert heless the case that salvation by the grace of 
God is contingent on ma n's faith in. and obedience to , 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Heb. 5:8-9). 

James 2:24-26 and Revelation 2:10, among many 
other passages, ought to settle it for a ll of us: ( I) those 
who live and die in faithfulness to the Gospe l of 
Christ will be saved eternally and (2) those who live 
and die in unfaithfulness to the Gospel of Christ will 
be lost eternally (cf., James 2:24-26; Matt. 25:46). 

One is saved by g race but faith also has a part (Eph. 
2:8-9). But Christ says, through H is word, that men 
are saved by works and not by fa ith only (Ja mes 
2:24-26). 

The seed of God (H is word) must be both believed 
and obeyed (L uke 8:4-15). Each person is free either 
to stay in the "mudhole" of s in or, by faith and 
obedience, to get out of the " mud ho le" of sin (2 Peter 
2:20-22). 

Again, I kindly suggest. that oug ht to sett le the 
matter for a ll of us. 

P. 0. Box 937 
Seagoville, TX 75159 
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Another Question That Must Be Asked 
By Eddie Whitten 

INTRODUCTION 

Every problem that arises within the brotherhood 
spawns more problems. This is an age-old fact. When 
one introduces something "new" into the church. side 
effects surface in time. The use of the instrument of 
music in worship was not immediately accepted. 

The Hebrews writer exhorted the Hebrew Christians: 

Take heed, brethren~ lest haply there shall be 
in any one of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
falling away from the living God: but exhort 
one another day by day~ so long as it is called 
Today; lest any one of you be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin (He b. 3: 12-13). 

And, 

Today, if ye shall hear his voice. Harden not 
your hearts, as in the provocation (He b. 3: 15). 

In his book, "Endangered Heritage." Walt Yancey 
advocates calling the church a denomination. He 
states: 

So, I would like to suggest to all of our 
brethren that we perhaps begin to phase out 
the use of those two odd terms that we use 
(brotherhood and fellowship) and start to call 
ourselves what we really are. a denomination. 
Try it. It hurts a little at first, I'll admit. But 
before long, with diligent practice~ the pain 
starts to subside. And then. lo and behold, 
after a while it even starts to feel good. 
(Endangered Heritage, College Press Publish
ing Co .. Joplin, Mo, 1987, p. 171). 

If this type of rationality does not alarm us to the 
threat of familiarity with respect to doctrinal error, 
nothing will! The sad fact is that many elders and 
preachers are closing their eyes and ears to the 
warnings. 

THE PLACE OF DENOMINATIONALISM 

Denominationalism is a product of man. not God. 
Every denomination in existence is man-originated. 
All of them have man-made creeds. all of them con
trary to each other and to the Bible. If they were in 
harmony with the Bible there would be no need for the 
additional creeds. Because all denominations deve
loped as an addendum to the Bible is evidence they do 
not have the approval of God (2 John 9). This being 
true. every denomination is in direct opposition to God 
and his word. That which is against God is an unfruit
ful work of darkness. The apostle Paul exhorts in 
Ephesians 5: J J, "Have no fellowship with the unfruit
ful works of darkness. but rather even reprove them." 

Satan deceives many precious, sincere. dedicated 
people into convention with denominations. Oh, if it 
were only possible to cause them to see the beauty of 
being just a Christian instead of some kind (so-called) 
of Christian! Our hearts bleed for their souls! 

The words of our Master ring in our hearts, 

Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many are they that enter in 
thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened 
the way. that leadeth unto life, and few are 
they that find it (Matt. 7:13-14). 

Can we not see the church promised by Jesus 
(Matt. 16: 18), established on the day of Pentecost 
following the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2). requiring 
the terms of entrance stated by the Lord (John 3: 16; 
Luke 13:3; Matt. I 0:32; Mark 16: 16), and reaping the 
promise of salvation (Matt. 7:23) cannot be a 
denomination? If it cannot be a denomination, it can 
have no fellowship with admitted denominations. The 
Bible condemns all who reject the words of Jesus and 
follow human dictates (John 12:48; Rom. 10: 1-3). 

THE INFLUENCE OF 
DENOMINATIONS IN THE CHURCH 

Congregations of the Lord's church. evidently 
bereft of knowledgeable elders and sound preachers, 
have for several years tacitly acknowledged a kinship 
with denominational bodies. Joint participation in 
civic and social activities have become commonplace. 
In the last ten years, or more. some congregations 
have seen fit to allow and encourage their preachers 
and others to help denominations in church growth 
activities. Faithful brethren oppose this practice. 

Now the "side effects" are showing. Familiarity has 
produced its deceit. Some churches of Christ accept 
people into membership on their denominational 
baptism! The person merely completes a card stating 
they want to be a member and that does the job. What 
are the consequences of this practice? 

(I) The church fellowships the "unfruitful works of 
darkness." 

(2) It gives the person a false confidence that his 
soul is right with God when he has not rendered 
obedience to the Lord's requirements to be 
added to the church. 

(3) It enhances a belief in denominationalism in 
the minds of the rest of the members. 

(4) It endangers other congregations to which one 
of these persons may migrate. 

(5) It destroys the singularity of the church in the 
eyes of the community. 
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ANOTHER QUESTION ARISES 

Many churches in the brotherhood are guilty of the 
above practice. If this is true, a most important 
question must be considered. Here is a very common 
and acceptable situation: The "Jones" family is a 
member at church "A" in city "X." They decide, for 
whatever reason to move to city "Y." They find the 
church in that city and decide to place membership in 
church "B." They are coming from church "A" 
therefore the elders must assume that they . are 
Christians, at least if the "Jones" so state. Can they be 
sure? The responsibility upon the elders is great! They 
are charged with the spiritual welfare of the con
gregation over which they rule. What is their option? 
It is necessary to ask, Were you baptized in order to 
obtain the remission of sins? 

As incongruous as it may seem, it is not wrong to 
ask, and insist upon knowing, the spiritual status of 
those presenting themselves for membership in a local 
congregation. Too much rests upon whether one has 
obeyed the gospel, or not, if we are to claim Christian 
fellowship with him. 

Paul was questioned when he went to Jerusalem 
after fourteen years. Galatians 2:9 states~ "and when 

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE ... 

they perceived the grace that was given unto me, 
James and Cephas and John ... gave to me and 
Barnabas the right hands of fellowship." When Paul 
and Barnabas came to the Jerusalem church from the 
Antioch church, the Bible says, "And when there had 
been much questioning," Peter rose up· and spoke, 
etc. (Acts 15:7). 

Elders should have been asking questions all along 
regarding divorce and remarriage, social drinking, 
dancing, attitudes toward immodesty, conviction 
toward attendance, and many other aspects of 
spiritual maturity. Now, another question arises, 
What about your baptism? 

3616 Brown Trail 
Bedford, TX 76021 

(Editor's note: The questions must be_ .asked, not 
because we consider ourselves the arbiters of another's 
faith, but because eternal destiny hinges upon whether 
we build upon solid rock, or shifting sand. It is for the 
good of the person being questioned, and helps him 
know if he has, or has not, truly obeyed-Dobbs.) 
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ARK-LA-MISS BIBLE LECTURESHIP 
Conducted By: 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Mer Rouge Road • P.O. Box 34 • Bastrop, Louisiana 71221 • 318/281-4959 

JULY 18-20, 1991 
THEME: IS THERE ANYTHING NEW IN RELIGION? 
TIME 

Thursday-July 18 
1:00 p.m. 
2:00p.m. 
3:00p.m. 
3:45p.m. 
7:30p.m. 

Friday-July 19 
9:30a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
2:00p.m. 
3:00p.m. 
3:34p.m. 
7:30p.m. 

Saturday-July 20 
9:30a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 
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I N a paper entitled, ~~From Exegesis to Theology: A 
Theologian's Perspective"brother Lynn E. Mitchell, 

Junior assures us that we are all compelled to "do 
theology." According to brother Mitchell all who 
reflect on their faith attempting to "make sense" of it 
are "doing theology." 

A speech in which Dr. Lemoine Lewis described the 
work of a preacher is said by brother Mitchell to 
equally describe the perennial task of theologian. In 
addition to a scholarly search of the Word to learn 
God's message we are told that the preacher must be 
intimately and thoroughly acquainted with all the 
light that history, philosophy~ psychology, sociology, 
economics, literature, and the sciences can furnish. 
Only by bringing such broad scholarship to his task 
can the preacher command respect and confidence as 
he opens the word and applies it to modern problems. 

According to brother Mitchell: "It appears that 
there is no such thing as "pure" Bible preaching, i.e. 
preaching that is not always permeated, or at least 
touched with theological reflection." He argues 
further, "unless we perceive their sermons as inspired 
automations we must allow that Peter nor Paul ever 
preached a sermon chronologically prior to some 
.theological reflection." 

My own "theological 
reflection" reveals that 
brother Mitchell's asser-

the critical apparatus of liberal scholarship uncriti
cally is tragically erroneous and incredibly naive. 
Contemporary systems of psychology, philosophy, 
sociology, and economics are humanistic to the core. 
Brother Mitchell appears not to understand that if 
you embrace a system of analysis whose foundational 
presuppositions are flawed you are destined to 
assume unwarranted positions. 

While it is tempting to respond to statements in his 
paper which I regard as snide jabs, it is more 
important to critique the bogus method of "doing 
theology" which he advocates. Thinking men are not 
moved by tripe anyway. To make a response to such 
remarks simply lowers the level of the debate. 
However, this trendy hip approach to theology which 
allows Christians to conform to the world is extremely 
tempting, and will have deadly consequences if widely 
adopted. 

Brother Mitchell proposes to use Paul's letter to 
Philemon as an example of how to move from 
exegesis to theology. He notes that there is broad 
agreement among scholars about the authenticity, 
textual integrity, general purpose, and basic message 
of the Epistle of Philemon. He asserts that an 
apparently simple task is complicated by two factors; 

first, "it contains no 
explicit theological or 

tion about apostolic 
preaching is not con
sistent with the words of 
the Lord. When Jesus sent 

"DOING 
ethical teaching; second, 
it has been immensely 
influential in deciding 
theological and ethical 
questions regarding free
dom and slavery through
out the history of the 
church." 

them out on the limited 
commission he said: "And 
ye shall be brought before 
governors and kings for 
my sake, for a testimony 
against them and the 
Gentiles. But when they 
deliver you up, take no 
thought how or what ye 

THEOLOGY" 
by Lindell Mitchell 

If brother Mitchell 
properly appreciated the 
fact that the Bible teaches 
by implication, he would 
have no difficulty. Paul 

shall speak: for it shall be 
given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For 
it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
which speaketh in you" (Matt. I 0: 18-20). Before the 
Lord allowed his disciples to pursue the great com
mission he ordered them to wait in Jerusalem for the 
empowering work of the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:46-49). 
The power was dramatically bestowed upon them on 
the first Pentecost following the Lord's resurrection 
(Acts 2: 1-4). What the Scriptures describe did not 
require the kind of "theological reflection" brother 
Mitchell envisions. It was, at least in some cases. a 
spontaneous and dynamic occurrence. It is amazing 
how much light the Bible sheds on systematic 
theology! 

I agree that preachers should bring the broadest 
possible scholarship to their task. However, to adopt 

could have ordered 
Philemon to be kind to 

Onesimus, but instead he appealed to his heart as well 
as his head. He does Philemon the courtesy of asking 
him to receive his runaway slave as a beloved brother. 
The imprisoned apostle carefully framed his request 
so as to compel his friend to comply. He reminded 
Philemon that he owed him his very life and told him 
to charge anything Onesimus owed to his own 
account! This is much more pointed and powerful 
than a terse order. Philemon is hardly going to make 
such a charge to the account of the man to whom he 
owes his life. If it is not ethical teaching~ I would be 
hard pressed to define what it is. 

The fact that the letter has been used to advocate 
every possible ethical theological position in deciding 
questions regarding freedom and slavery throughout 
the history of the church is not surprising or pro-
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blematic. People have always wanted to wrest the 
Scriptures to suit their own purposes, and there have 
always been legions of wimpy preachers willing to 
give them a hand. 

My brother comes in for a smooth landing on solid 
ground when he concludes: "Simply put, we should 
allow Philemon to be the last word about Paul's 
relation to Philemon and Onesimus and their situa
tion. Do not fight the results of exegesis or get 
involved in eisegesis." Tragically, he rockets past the 
stratosphere of fanciful thinking when he attempts to 
move from exegesis to theology. 

This is evident in his treatment of Philemon. He 
laments: "For many Restorationists, no post-New 
Testament history could shed any light on the ethics 
for a New Testament Christian in the 19th century. It 
was for them, too late for God to do anything new 
about the slavery issue once the New Testament was 
written." We are told, "this certainly contrasted with 
the eschatologically informed vision of a John Wesley 
or a John Newton or a William Wilberforce who saw 
God doing a new thing in the 18th century based on 
the working out of the implications and power of the 
Old Gospel, not merely doing again the same thing 
that the Old Gospel was able to bring about in the ls·t 
century." 

Brother Mitchell says: "A dogmatician might be 
able to interpret this incredible fact ... He might be 
able to bring to bear insights of history, sociology, 
psychology, and philosophy. Then he might suggest 
stance in regard to such issues for the present." 

I remember an inspired man saying: "All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. 
3:16-17). 

Now my brother says I need the eschatologically 
informed vision of a John Wesley. John Wesley didn't 
understand the nature and function of the church. He 
was mistaken in his understanding of its government, 
worship and terms of entrance. Yet, I am urged to 
accept his "eschatologically informed vision" of what 
God is doing. I decline the invitation to board that 
train! 

How can my dogmatician, brother Mitchell, discern 
what God may be doing in the last decade of the 
twentieth century? His critical insights do not afford 
him a seat atop the Great White Throne. I know of 
none who deny that God is currently active as the 
sovereign monarch of all creation. However, I do 
contend that brother Mitchell is no more able to 
discern God's actions via his hermeneutic than an 
Indian Shaman. 
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Warm fuzzy feelings attributed to the Holy Spirit 
coupled with secular humanistic critical analysis do 
not provide any more insight into the mind of God 
than the mystical incantations of a Shaman under the 
influence of Peyote. When he steps away from what 
God has revealed in Scripture, he is no more qualified 
to make pronouncements about the Lord's current 
actions than I am! The only way to know the mind of 
God is to consult the Bible. 

When brother Mitchell applies his critical analysis 
to Philemon, bringing all the insights he has gained 
from psychology, sociology, history, economics, and 
philosophy to bear, he goes terribly off course. He 
tells us that anyone dedicated to the "literal restora
tion of Christianity" would be compelled by con
sistency to favor the continuation of slavery as a 
social institution evidently allowed, approved, or even 
required by God for whatever purposes of his own." 

This contention is absurd. Is this what critical 
insight from these "profound sciences" yields? The 
restoration of the ancient church would in no way 
encourage the reestablishment of slavery as a social 
institution, because slavery was never part of the 
church. Paul said he wanted Philemon to receive 
Onesimus as a beloved brother. He told the Gala
tian churches that their social distinctions were 
irrelevant with respect to one's standing as a 
Christian (Gal. 3:28). 

Brother Mitchell's theological apparatus has not 
only skewed his application of Philemon, but it has 
served him poorly in dealing with other passages as 
well. Most notably it has misled him concerning the 
proper role of women in the church. When he 
aimed his scholarly gun of critical analysis at Paul's 
inspired instructions it misfired. He has publicly 
held that Paul forbade women to possess authority 
over a man in the church because of I st century 
constraints and cultural considerations. This con
tradicts what Paul said. The inspired man appealed 
to God's hierarchical arrangement in creation as the 
basis for not allowing women to possess authority 
over men in the church (I Tim. 2). I am sure that 
brother Mitchell's position is applauded by bra
burners everywhere. It is trendy, but it is incon
sistent with what Paul taught. 

If we follow brother Mitchell's hermeneutic, we 
will see wildly offbeat convictions reach epic pro
portions. Increasingly our theology will be informed 
by pop-scholarship. Let us determine to speak where 
the Bible speaks and be silent where it is silent, for 
the words of the Lord shall surely judge us in the 
last day (John 12:48). P.O. Box 411 

Livingston, TX 77351 
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------BIBLICAL STUDIES------

The Inspiration of the Bible 

by Noah A. Hackworth 

Pasa Graphe Theopneustos! Every scripture is 
God-breathed. Paul unequivocally affirms, "Every 
scripture inspired of God is also profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
which is in righteousness: that the man of God may be 
complete, furnished completely unto every good 
work" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 

It is awesome to consider that when we take the 
Bible into our hands and read it, we study words that 
are the breath of God. To inspire literally means 
"breathe into." When Paul wrote that "all scripture is 
given by inspiration of God" (2 Tim. 3: 16), as Moule 
suggests, he taught that the breath of God was in each 
scripture as man's breath is in his words, making them 
to be the vehicle of his thought (Purkizer). 

It is our contention that every Book of the 
Bible, that every chapter in every book, that 
every paragraph in every chapter, that every 
sentence in every paragraph, that every word 
in every sentence, that every syllable in every 
word, and that every letter in every syllable 
throughout all of the Bible (original auto
graphs) were inspired of God (Warren). 

The Christian can take the whole Bible in his 
hand and say without fear or hesitation that 
he holds in it the true word of God, handed 
down without essential loss from generation 
to generation through out the centuries 
(Kenyon). 

The Bible has been remarkably called the Biblio
theca A Divino, "The Divine Library" (Jerome). It is 
the true and lively word of God-living, and life
giving. 

One statistician complied a list of more than a 
thousand books written against the Bible. But one 
book produced by man, without God's help, just like 
the Bible would be stronger proof of its human origin 
than a thousand written against it. It is apparent that 
the Bible did not originate with man. How grateful we 
are that the Bible is not the product of human genius 
( 1 Thess. 2: 13). 

We expect the Bible to testify to itself, but we 
quickly add that even secular writers and non
Christians of every age have agreed that this Book 

called the Bible is either inspired or it came from an 
unknown source. Common honesty does not allow an 
alternative. We unhesitatingly accept the former and 
strongly deny the latter. With profound gratitude we 
accept the Bible as the inspired Word of God. 

WHAT INSPIRATION IS NOT 

First, inspiration is not revelation. Revelation is the 
act of communicating divine knowledge to the mind, 
but inspiration is the act of the same spirit controlling 
those who make that knowledge known to others 
(Hodge). One is the influx. the other is the efflux 
(Chalmer). 

Inspiration is not illumination. The word of God 
illuminates all who will read it with an open mind~ but 
this obviously is not inspiration. Inspiration is not 
human genius. Human genius is not a supernatural 
gift; it is a natural qualification and differs both in 
kind and degree. 

THEORIES OF INSPIRATION 

There are four theories of inspiration (Miller). 
First, there is Natural Inspiration. This theory holds 
that the writers of the Bible were inspired like Milton 
and Shakespeare. 

Second, there is Partial Inspiration. This theory 
hold that the Bible is inspired in spots-it merely 
"contains the Word of God." 

Third, there is Plenary Inspiration, teaching inspira
tion extends to every part of the Bible, embracing 
History, Poetry, Prophecy, Doctrine, Precept and all, 
whether revealed. known, or copied, and that it 
caused the writers to write just what God wanted 
written, and to write it accurately. 

Last, there is Plenary Verbal Inspiration. This 
means that every word in every part of the original 
manuscripts of the Bible is given by inspiration of 
God, or given by God through the Spirit. This applies 
to the Bible in the original languages, Hebrew and 
Greek, not to the various translations. 

ANALYSIS OF 
THE THEORIES OF INSPIRATION 

We must differentiate between inspiration and 
revelation. Truth could have been revealed to a 
certain biblical character, but he may not have been 
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told to make the truth known to other peo ple. As 
Ha rry R imme r o bserved , revelat ion plus inspirati on 
equa ls the Bible. 

Natura l ins pira tion leaves us with only a huma n 
book, the word s o f which rise no h igher than the 
inte llect o f the author wh o wro te them (Shakespeare. 
Milt on . G uest. T wain). 

Pa rt ia l inspira ti on is a n im proved theory; at least 
so me of the Bible is ins pired-the Bible "contains the 
Word of God ." It is insp ired in spots. The major 
wea kness in this theory is it mea ns some of th e Bible is 
inspired a nd some is no t inspired. W hich pa rts are 
inspired a nd which a re not inspired? 

Plena ry inspira t ion is better st il l. At least it ho lds 
that a ll the Bible is given by the insp ira ti on of God. 
and that the writers accura tely wro te wha t God 
wa nted written. The majo r weak ness here is the 
theory a ll ows fo r the "sense" to be insp ired. but not 
the "sentence," that is. the " t houghts." b ut not the 
"words." As improved as this theo ry may be. it is not 
wha t the Bible cla ims for itself. 

Last, there is ple na ry verba l insp ira t ion. The best 
defi n iti on that ca n be given fo r th is view is: "Every 
Boo k of the Bible. tha t every chapter in every book. 
that every paragraph in every chapter, that every 
sentence in every pa ragra p h. t ha t every word in every 
sente nce. t ha t every syllable in every wo rd . a nd tha t 
every letter in every sy llable t hro ughout the whole 
Bible (o rig ina l autogra phs) were insp ired by God." 
T his view cuts o ff a ll " the fat" of the various views of 
inspi ra tion a nd gets right down to the " heart" of the 
matter. 

W e have plena ry verba l inspira ti o n or we have no 
inspira tion. Thi s view has stood the test of time. a lso 
a ttacks fro m ene mies of the Bible. 

EARLY MANUSCRIPTS AND VERSIONS 

T here is a n overwhelming s upply of information, 
fro m the ea rly manuscripts and versions to the 
catalogue of the New Testa ment. leading to one 
inescapable concl usion: T he aposto lic a ut ographs a re 
the ins pi red Word of God, an d we have accurate 
t ransla t ion . 

Remember the New Testame nt ma nuscripts 
a re far more a ncient tha n those t ha t give us 
the wo rks of a ny classica l w riter. O f H omer. 
there is no complete ma nuscript o lder than 
the thirteenth centu ry, though so me fragmen ts 
o f o lder date ex ist. H omer sang centuries 
befo re the C hristi an e ra. T wo tho usand years 
stretch betwee n the ti me he made his immortal 
utt era nces a nd th e time when a ny record of 
th em, k nown t o us, was made. But we 
co nfident ly accept H omer's works as genuine 
and a uthen tic. The New Testamen t scrip tures 
are far more capable of veri fica tion as to 

ge nu ineness a nd aut he nt ici ty ( History of T he 
Revela tion). 
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If we go back to the las t quarter of t he second 
century, we find abundant proof that a great 
number of copies of the New Testament were 
in circu lat ion in the vario us provi nces of t he 
Roma n Empi re. Professo r Norto n estima tes 
tha t the num ber o f cop ies of t he gospe ls t hen 
in circu lation was not less than 60,000. T he 
1.600 manuscripts of the New Testament, or 
parts of it, w hich are now known to ex ist. are 
copies med ia te o r immediate, o f those which 
were in use at t hat time (Revision). 

We are warranted in the conclusion, then, that 
the copies used at that date were substan tially 
coincident with each othe r. By the same 
method of a rgume nt, we a re authorized to 
conclude that the va rious d ocuments from 
which the ma nuscripts in use in the seco nd 
century were transcri bed had t he sa me essen
tia l ha rm o ny. We are thus carried back to the 
lifetime of the author. and of those who were 
conversan t with him and with his prod uction 
(Revision). 

Of manuscripts in the uncia l. or capital letter, 
there is a large number. ranging in their dates 
from the fo urth to the tenth ce nturies. Of the 
Gospels complete t he re a re twent y-seve n 
copies, besides t h ir ty fragme nts; of the Acts 
and General Ep istles there are ten complete 
copies, besides six fragments; of Pau l's 
Ep istles, t here a re eleven complete ma nuscri pts 
a nd nine fragments; of Revelat ion there are 
five complete cop ies. A ll these have been 
carefu lly compared one with anothe r, and 
their co rrespond ence and varia t ions are 
critica lly noted. T he text of the more impor
tant co pies have been publis hed also, and 
given to t he world. To th is gene ral class of 
manuscripts belong a few w hich are d eserving 
of special mention. because of thei r pre
eminent val ue (Revision) . 

Of cursive man uscripts of th e N ew Testa ment 
Scriptures there a re of the Gospel, over 600; 
of the Acts. over 200; of Pau l's Epist les, nearly 
300; of Revelat ion. about 100. These a ll date 
from the tent h to the s ixtee nth centu ries. 
Additio nal to t hese, are the a rra nged lesso ns 
from the Gospels. Acts, a nd Epistles, which 
are prepared fo r use in t he c hurches, a nd of 
whic h the re are ove r 400 in existe nce 
(Revision). 

It has been said wit h muc h truth t hat if the 
New Testa ment had been lost in the m id dle 
ages, the sentences and paragraphs quoted so 
profusely throughout the religious literatu re 
of the first four or five ce nt uries of our era. 
wo uld furnish nearly everyth ing written by the 



Evangelists and Apostles. Never were the 
sacred writings so plentifully scattered among 
human compositions as in the times of the 
Early Fathers (Revision). 

THE NEW TESTAMENT CATALOGUED 

The first regular catalogue of the books of the 
New Testament was apparently that of Origen. 
In the third century he made some 5,765 
quotations from the New Testament in his 
works. "But Origen was only one of many 
writers. Had the New Testament been cor
rupted, the means of detection were abundant. 
The crime could have been proven beyond a 
doubt. Such is the value of quotations in our 
efforts to ascertain what is the pure word of 
God (Revision). 

The catalogue of Origen was apparently endorsed 
by Eusebius, Athanasius. Cyril, The Council of 
Laodicea, Jerome, and the Council of Carthage. All 
the church fathers up to A.D. 600 received the 
catalogues of the former writers. Dr. Calvin E. Stowe~ 
of the Revisers Committee pointed out: 

Origen. then Polycarp, the one a contemporary 
of the other and first publishers of the New 
Testament, and the other about I 00 years 
later. had the same New Testament books 
which we have; therefore, we have the same 
text of the New Testament which they had. 
and we read in these books the same things 
which they read in them, and we read only the 
things which they read" (Revision). 

THE TESTIMONY OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT CONCERNING INSPIRATION 

There are two kinds of evidence to which appeal 
can be made concerning testimony: internal and 
external. Having made sufficient use of the external, 
we are now ready to utilize the internal. About forty 

people wrote the Bible. They did not author it, they 
wrote it. The thirty-two people who wrote the Old 
Testament and the eight (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John, Peter, Paul, James and Jude, who wrote the 
New Testament) are not the authors of the Bible, they 
are the writers. God is the Author. What does He say? 

But when they deliver you up, be not anxious 
how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be 
given you in that hour what ye shall speak. 
For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father that speaketh in you (Matt. 
10: 19-20). 

But we received, not the spirit of the world. 
but the spirit which is from God; that we 
might know the things that were freely given 
to us of God. Which things we also speak, not 
in words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Spirit teacheth: combining things 
with spiritual words (I Cor. 2: 12-13). 

Every scripture inspired of God is also pro
fitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness; that 
the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work (2 Tim·. 
3: 16-17). 

When ye received from us the word of the 
message, even the word of God, ye accepted it 
not as the word of men, but, as it is in truth. 
the word of God, which also worketh in you 
that believe ( l Thess. 2: 13). 

The Holy Scriptures, inspired of God, are authori
tative (See 2 Tim. 3:16-17). Every God-breathed 
scripture is sufficient to make us perfect and complete 
before God! 747 Niantic Drive 

Foster City, CA 94404 

NOW IS THE ACCEPTED TIME 
J. Shannon (Shan) Jackson 

Our generation seems to think there is no urgency 
in obeying God's will. Time seems always allowed. 
Yet, when one comes to a knowledge of God's will, 
and refuses to act. he hardens his heart, as did 
Pharaoh, leaving him in a dangerous position. 

Perhaps you remember Jesus' urging on a certain 
man to "Follow" but he asked the Lord to be patient 
and allow him first to bury his father. Jesus said. "Let 
the dead bury the dead; but go thou and preach the 
kingdom of God." 

Another said, "Lord I will follow thee; but let me 
first go bid them farewell, which are at home in my 
house." Jesus said. "No man. having put his hand to 
the plow, and looking back. is fit for the kingdom of 
God" (Luke 9:59-62). 

From this. we learn the urgency of the Lord's 
demands. There must be no hesitation. no turning 
back. Nothing is as important as our service to God 
even to the burying or biding farewell to loved ones. 
Christ expects us to follow, and we must not harden 
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our hearts to the will of God. With each delayed 
action further action is more difficult. The time to 
follow is immediate upon our learning of Him. Delay 
is hardening of the heart. 

In Acts 13 we have an overview of Paul preaching 
in Antioch of Pisidia. The Jews spoke harshly against 
his teaching-declaring him a blasphemer. Still, Paul 
displayed courage as he boldly preached God's word. 
(verse 46). Paul preached the truth, they refused to 
hear it and turned away. 

Paul traveled to Corinth to reason in the synagogue 
with both Jews and Greeks. "He testified to the Jews 
that Jesus was the Christ" but, when they opposed 
even themselves in the matter, Paul shook his raiment 
and said, "Your blood be upon your own heads" 
(Acts 18:5-6). 

Paul realized he was wasting effort. He turned from 
them to the Gentiles. Brethren, try as we may we 
cannot make people obedient to God's will. We can 
preach truth in love. but if they refuse His call, their 
blood is upon their heads. If people refuse him, there 
is no excuse. 

The New Testament gives other examples of persons 
who heard the truth and did not act. To Felix Paul 
preached "righteousness, temperance. and judgment 
to come," causing Felix to tremble, but he delayed 
action. "Go thy way for this time; when I have a 
convenient season, I will call for thee," but his 
convenient season never came (Acts 24:25). 

Agrippa delayed with the statement "Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian" but it was forever an 
almost (Acts 26). The lack of fortitude to stop sinning 
was their greatest sin. 

Other examples show the correct attitude in coming 
to God's will. In Acts 2 they that "gladly received" the 
teachings were baptized. Phillip preached Christ in 
the area of Samaria and the people, with one accord, 
gave heed to the message (Acts 8:11-12). He helped 
the nobleman of Ethiopia to hear and act (Acts 
8:26f0. Cornelius heard one gospel sermon and 
accepted God (Acts 10). Also, Lydia (Acts 16), and 
the jailer of Philippi, who was baptized the same hour 
of the night (Acts 16). 

"To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, 
to him it is sin" (James 4: 17). If a man hears the 
gospel and refuses the obligated action he is simply 
adding sin to sin. 

It is grievous sin willfully to sin-"there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sin" (Heb. 10:26-29). 

Accepting truth, revealed by the Holy Ghost, is 
accepting the will of the Father. To reject His will is to 
reject eternal salvation. "Behold, now is the accepted 
time, behold. now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2). 
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P. 0. Box 904 
Palacios, TX 77465 

NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 
LECTURES 

God's Way For The Christian 

July 7-10, 1991 
BELLEFONTE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1/4 mile south of junction 62-65 South on Highway 65 
HARRISON, ARKANSAS 72601 (501) 743-1212 

SUNDAY, JULY 7 ---------~~ 
9:45a.m. Class Terry Frizzell 

10:30 a.m. God's Way us. Man's Way Terry Frizzell 
6:00 p.m. Why is God's Way Important 

Dean Fugett 
6:45 p.m. How Do We Determine God's Way 

Bill Graddy 

MONDAY, JULYS _________ ~ 
10:00 a.m. God's Way for the Home Ted Knight 
10:45 a.m. God's Way for Fathers David South 
1:00 p.m. God's Way for Mothers Max Patterson 
1:45 p.m. Question and Answer Ray Crawford, 

Dean Fugett, David South 
6:00 p.m. Singing 
7:00 p.m. God's Way for Children 
7:45 p.m. God's Way for Marriage 

Guy Rose 
Steve Wiggins 

Don Deffenbaugh 

TUESDAY, JULY 9 -----------41 
10:00 a.m. God's Way for Christian Worship 

Bill McFarland 
10:45 a.m. God's Way for Church Government 

Oren Burt 
1:00 p.m. God's Way to Evangelize the World 

Johnie Scaggs 
1:45 p.m. Question and Answer Oren Burt, 

Ted Knight, Bill McFarland 
6:00 p.m. Singing Guy Rose 
7:00p.m. God's Way to Maintain Doctrinal Purity 

Ray Crawford 
7:45 p.m. God's Way for Fellowship Joel Wheeler 

WEDNESDAY,JULYIO _________ ~ 
10:00 a.m. The Christian and the World 

Dennis Gulledge 
10:45 a.m. The Christian and His Speech 

Tim Kidwell 
1:00 p.m. The Christian and His Recreation 

Gerald Fears 
1:45 p.m. Question and Answer Robert Ball, 

Bill Graddy, A.J. Hendrix 
6:00 p.m. Singing Guy Rose 
7:00 p.m. The Christian, The Light of the World 

Robert Ball 
7:45 p.m. The Christian, A Reflection of Jesus 

A.J. Hendrix 



Woman's Page 

WAYS AND MIENS OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN 

Marie Antoi nette being told the people had no bread 
a llegedly answered, "Let them ea t ca ke." Her proud 
solution hau nted her before she. in 1793. lost her head to 
the blade of the guillotine. 

Some kindlier historians have sa id she probably was so 
far removed fro m poverty it did not occur to her that 
people who lac ked bread could not get cake. Most, 
however. denounced this q ueen of Fra nce for her cruel 
impera tive. T he tongue strung Marie Ant oinette. 

The to ngue can get us into deep. ir revocable hurt and 
harm. "The tongue is a fire: the world of iniquity amo ng 
our members is th e tongue. which defilet h the whole body, 
and se tteth on fire the wheel of nature. and is set on fire by 
hell " (James 3:6). 

Some deny guilt by hiding behind James 3:8: "The 
tongue ca n no man tame." without considering that , though 
the tongue is a wild beast, it can be controlled . That is 
where our efforts must be focused. The steering wheel of an 
eighteen-wheeler. though small , determines the direction of 
the huge truck. so the tongue has often settled the fa te of 
individuals. and nations. 

A perso n might write so mething on a cha lkboard. and 
erase it before anyone sees it. Who has not at sometime 
made a sta tement . and wished immediately that she or he 
could take it back as completely as if it had not been said? 
We have no such way to escape. 

There is a solution: se lf-control. We must think before 
we speak. David . in Psa lms 140:3. refers to so me violent 
men as ha ving "sharpened their tongues like a serpent." If 
we think of the pa in of having a sna ke bite us. we ca n 
understand the hurt the to ngue can inflict- a nd we ca n put 
forth a grea ter effort to exercise self-control. 

Some peo ple. when a ngry. blurt out truths they wou ld 
ordinarily have confined to their thoughts. This is an a rea 
which some of us need to gua rd closely. 

I knew a ma n who had two daughters. o ne was beautifu l. 
and the other was as unsigh tly as a mud fence. The plain 
daughter once told me that one day. after she had done 
so mething that angered her fa ther. he turned to her and 
sa id , "You a re ugly! I ha ve a lways thought you were ugly!" 

Strung by 
the Tongue 

by Charline Lemonds Sexton 

So fa r as I know. he never apologized fo r those cruel 
words, and they stayed with her until she died, but, no 
matter. the words had sti ll been sa id. 

The Movi ng Finger wri tes. and having writ. 
Moves on: nor all thy Piety nor Wit 
Sha ll lure it back to cancel ha lf a line. 
Nor all thy Tears wash out a Word of it. 

Few people have not needed to wash ou t their words 
with their tears. 

The tongue is often used for ind ecent words and smutty 
stories. La nguage the Chr is tia n should shun as if it were a 
cobra. This use of the to ngue does not build up anyone. 
and destroys infl uence. Pau l wrote, "Their throa t is an 
open sepulchre" (Rom. 3: 13). The meta phor is appropriate. 
Pau l tells us to put away. "anger. wrath . malice. blasphemy. 
fi lthy com munica tion out of your mouth" (Col. 3:8). 

When is a person who ind ulges in these kinds of speech 
pla nning to stop them a nd prepare for Heaven? When a 
Christian finds himself in a group who de light in con
tamina ting the room wi th obscenities. he should get away 
from the area. What other sol utio n could there be? 

Probab ly most persons have worked ou t their answers 
for the problem of con troll ing the to ngue. Whatever 
techniques they are using almost certa inly would be re lated 
in some way to the fo ll owi ng suggestions: 

I . Consider how other people might be hurt by our 
careless use of the tongue. Restraint will strengthen 
us. and will help us to get to Heaven. and to take 
others with us. 

2. A freq uent reading of James 3 wi ll help. 
3. Pray God will help us to refrain from mak ing 

mistakes of the tongue. 
A wise man sta ted the soluti on in his terse statement

"Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul 
from troubles" (Prov. 21 :23). P. 0. Box 8400 

Fort Worth, TX 76124 
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A Review Of 

"THE 
WORLDLY 

CHURCH" 
Part III 

By Earl I. West 
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T he authors of The Worldly Church seem to have 
great fondness for the Enlightenment. I commend 

the study and mean in no way to disparage this 
important knowledge, yet I agree with Gerhard B. 
Ladner that the Enlightenment is not an infallible 
path to truth. In commenting on Edward Gibbon's 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, the professor 
disagreed with some of Gibbon's conclusions and 
explained that Gibbon was too much of a student of 
the Enlighten ment to understand fully the reasons for 
the fall of the Roman Empire. He says, "he was 
limited in his understanding of the nature of the 
Christian Religion." He adds that Gibbon lived in the 
"eighteenth century with its mixture of an Anglican 
version of deis m and the doctrinaire rationalism of 
the Enlightenment" (Gerhard B. Ladner, "The Impact 
of Christianity" in Lynn White , ed., The Transforma
tion of the R oman World; Berkeley and Los Angeles, 
University of Ca lifornia Press, 1966. Quoted here 
from Brian Tierney, The Middle Ages 2 vo ls. New 
York, 1970, II , 18-34). 

Likewise does Emil Cassirer recognize shortcomings 
in the Enlightenme nt when he sa id , " It is customary 
to consider it a major shortcoming of this epoch (the 
Enlightenment) that it lacked understanding of the 
historically dis tant and foreign , and that in naive 
overconfidence it set up its own sta nda rd s as absolute, 
and the only valid and possible norm for the evaluation 
of hi storical events." 

The Enlightenment almost deified Reason as the 
sole guide to Truth , and in religion, divine revelation 
as a source of Truth was rejected. Alexander Campbell 
did certainly believe in divine revelation as the fountain 
of Truth, as he demonstrated in the Campbell-Owen 
Debate and other writ ings. By the proper use of 
reason this divine revelation was made knowable. 

William G. McGlothin not only served as President 
of the Southern Baptist Convention at one time, but 
also was a professor at Brown University and an 
author of numerous books. His careful ins ights 
covered the period between Issac Backus for whom he 
seems to ha ve had a special fondness on down to the 
Civil War. As much as any student, he saw the 
interplay between a vibrant, growing, a nd changing 
American society and the social, intellectual and 
religious thought t hat dominated the period before 
the war between the sta tes. 

In hi s analysis of Charles G. Finney's doctrines he 
saw them as "a positive, ringing statement of the new 
religious, social and intellectual philosophy that came 
to dominate popular American thought until well into 
the twentieth century." His co nc lusion was that 
Finney's philosophy was a blend of Thomas Reid's 
Scottish Common Sense School, Jeremy Bentham's 
philosophical radicalism, John Stuart Mill's utili
tarianism, Adam Smith's lassiz faire and Johnathan 
Edwa rd's Calvinism ex pressed in the terms of John 
Wesley's Arminianism. 



I am not interested in down-playing the Enlighten
ment per se. What concerns me is over-playing it, of 
putting too much confidence in it. It did possess its 
limitations as scholars of the Enlightenment recognize. 
For Campbell it ignored, what for him was the most 
important source of divine truth-God's revelation 
through his word. 

The authors of The Worldly Church stated that 
secularization has deep roots in the eighteenth cen
tury, the age of the Enlightenment. The net result of 
secularism, thus produced~ from the days of Jonathan 
Edwards to Charles G. Finney to Alexander Campbell 
caused the preachers to be unwilling "to wait upon the 
surprising work of God," they tell us. So~ under this 
new reasoning, we are told, men "manipulate God's 
grace" which launched the protracted meeting and 
forgot all about the transcendent God. As a con
sequence men thought they were bringing about their 
own salvation by their own power. 

This is not only an overstatement but an inaccurate 
one. It would, we dare say, be impossible to declare 
that they brought about their own salvation, if one 
means by this that God is absent. These authors 
proceed to declare that this kind of secularism 
produced an arid, rational legalism whereas man's 
later discovery of the grace of God made the people 
positive, hopeful and encouraging. 

I, for one, reject this observation on several 
grounds. Are we to __ believe that reasoning came in 
with the Enlightenment and with reasoning there 
came in secularization? Did Martin Luther use reason 
to study the Book of Romans those days in the tower 
at Wittenburg in the fall of 1514? Did Zwingli use 
reason when he delivered his expositions on Matthew 
for one year while at Zurich? Did John Calvin use 
reason when he studied to produce his Christian 
Institutes in I 536? The Enlightenment did not discover 
nor introduce reasoning in religion! The Reformers 
used reasoning two centuries before the Enlightenment 
ever dawned. And no one believed in the grace of God 
more than they did! 

Furthermore, since Alexander Campbell and our 
leaders of the nineteenth century were all under the 
influence of the reasoning coming out of the Enlighten
ment, as the authors of The Worldly Church contend, 
one might expect their religion to be lacking in deep 
spirituality. The opposite is the case. and numerous 
illustrations of some of our great leaders would point 
this out. 

When Thomas Campbell died in 1854, Alexander 
wrote a letter to D. S. Burnet in which he related the 
great spiritual life of his father, who was the greatest 
spiritual giant he had ever known-a truly wonderful 
man of God. It would be difficult to find greater 
spiritual giants than Barton W. Stone. John T. 
Johnson, John Allen Gano, or T. M. Allen. However, 
one would scarcely expect this if they were all debased 
by the flow of the stream of secularism which came 

from the fountain of the Enlightenment. 
It is a great mistake to imagine that our brethren 

neglected preaching on the Grace of God. One can 
recall how deeply moved G. C. Brewer was, when as a 
teenager he heard T. B. Larimore preach on the 
subject at the old Mars Hill meeting house near 
Florence, AL. Brewer recalled as long as he lived how 
he had been transported into sublime heights by the 
simple, eloquent truths of the grace of God which 
Larimore had gently laid on the minds of his hearers. 

Preachers in the restoration movement largely 
avoided the supercharged emotionalism of denomi
national revivalists of the I 9th century. One recalls 
when the wealthy Tappan brothers erected a building 
for the new Second Presbyterian Church on Chatham 
Street in New York City and urged Theodore Weld to 
secure Charles G. Finney to preach for them. Weld's 
letter to Finney revealed the character of most 
denominational preaching, except for that of Finney. 
He wrote, "They have never heard any preaching like 
yours. The best Presbyterian Revival preachers here 
preach nothing but the loose disconnected rhapsodies 
of Methodists in the main. Their preaching is exhor
tation and appeal, dwelling upon the love of God, etc. 
and all addressed to mere sympathy. They reason 
little and investigate less .... " Weld emphasized in his 
letter. As it turned out. Finney refused the offer. 

It is true that for the most part our brethren 
avoided the emotionalism of denominational revival
ists. They saw in the shallowness of their type of 
delivery~ not the magnifying of the love of God, but 
the diminishing of an important understanding of the 
word of God and a departure from accepting the 
word of God as their only rule of faith and practice. 

It must be remembered, too, that by the late 1840's 
a liberal element led by D. S. Burnet pressed for a 
General Convention and the establishment of 
American Christian Missionary Society. Noel Keith, 
the author of D. S. Burnet's biography, reminds us 
that the principle opposition to the establishment of 
the Missionary Society came from strong "legalists" 
who were determined to continue with the Bible as 
their only rule of faith and practice. 

This thrust at the so-called "legalists" among us is 
in condemnation of the host of men who established 
our Christian schools, who preached, as many did, in 
school houses. woodlands or wherever the opportunity 
presented itself. Is our generation more devoted to 
Christ than theirs was? Are there more monuments 
around to our singleness of purpose, our unselfish 
devotion to the cause, and our spiritual perfection 
than these "legalists" of the last generation have left 
us? It is the mood of our modern times to denounce 
the previous generation who sacrificed to found our 
s.chools and orphans' homes. who established churches 
with very little pay. and who baptized many people 
into Christ! (More to follow.) 3011 Woodshore Court 

Carmel, IN 46032 

May JQQJ 11471 19 
FIRM FOUNDATION 



Is the Conscience 
A Safe Guide? 

By T erry A. M artin 

Ma nkind d oes so me a mazingly 
wicked th ings, without violat ion of 
conscience. A few years ago Germa ny, 
under the leadership of Ado lph H itler. 
d id unthinka ble evil. T hese acts were 
do ne by th ose who cla imed they were 
doing right. Somehow their conscience 
was blurred to the po int of not being 
a ble to d is tinguish between right a nd 
wrong. Their impro perly tra ined con
science ca used them to accept the 
unacceptable. 

T he same th ing is happening in 
A merica. Ma ny social evi ls a re being 
read ily accepted because of impro perly 
trained consciences. Right and wro ng 
is blurred (Eph . 4: 19-20). 

Until recent yea rs abort ion was a n 
unacceptable evil. Today coun tless 
women have abort ions thin king they 
are doing what is rig ht. Somehow 
their conscience is blurred by the 
thinking of our natio n a nd its leaders. 
They canno t distinguish between right 
and wrong. Their conscience is t rained 
to accept the unacceptable (Ex. 20: 13). 

T hro ugh the years I have heard 
mass-murde rers. prostitutes. d rug 
dealers. ho mosexuals, lesbia ns. fo r
nicato rs, and ma ny other evil doers 
claim that they have done nothing 
wrong. They show no remorse fo r 
their si ns. T hey do n't want to cha nge. 
After a ll , they have not vio la ted their 
conscience. Unfortuna tely. their cor
rupt co nscience makes them accept 
unacceptable be havior ( I Cor. 6: 15-
18; Ro m. I :24.26.27). 

The only way that we ca n say, " Let 
your co nscience be yo ur guide," is 
when that co nscience is tra ined pro
perly by the principles fou nd in the 
Word of God (2 T im. 3: 16- 17). If man 
sets h is own sta nda rds of conscience. 
evil is su re to a bo und. 

" W oe unt o them that ca ll evil good, 
and good evil; that put dar kness fo r 
light. and light for da rkness; that put 
bitter fo r sweet. a nd sweet fo r bitter! 
Woe unto them that are wise in their 
own eyes. a nd pru dent in their own 
sight !" (I sa. 5:20-2 1 ). 
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NOTES ON AUTHORITY 
By Dub McClish 

A necessary question is, What is Scriptural 
authority? Sometimes people who ask this mean~ 
where is this or that specifically mentioned in the 
Bible as approved of God? 

The truth is some things are authorized by the New 
Testament that are not specifically named. This 
brings up the subject of the two kinds of authoriza
tion found in the New Testament. 

First: specific authorization is a given practice 
named with God's approval. Many examples can be 
cited, such as going into all the world with the gospel 
(Mark 16: 16). assembling each first day of the week to 
partake of the Lord's supper (Acts 20:7), and baptiz
ing people in the name of Christ for the remission of 
sins (Acts 2:38). 

Second: authorization permitting the use of arrange
ments not specifically mentioned in the Bible. For 
example automobiles are not mentioned in Mark 
I 6:16. but are authorized in obeying the command to 
go into all the world with the Gospel? A plate is not 
mentioned for serving the bread of the Lord's supper, 
but is it allowable? 

For a thing to be generally authorized there must 
be behind it the implementing of some specific 
command. A thing resting upon generic authority 
must not conflict with any other precept of Scripture. 
Using a car to preach the Gospel is scriptural. but one 
may not steal a car in order to preach the gospel. 

Building a church building rests upon generic 
authority and not specific authority. The command to 
assemble (Heb. 10:25) implies a place to assemble. 
whether borrowed. rented. or purchased. 

Many things about a church building fall in the 
realm of generic authority. Restrooms, water foun
tains, carpet on the floor. padding on the pews. ceiling 
fans and other things fall into this category. 

The use to which property of a local church can be 
put is in this realm. Who is to decide such matters? 
The obvious answer is the elders. Elders have oversight 
of every optional part of the work and activity of the 
local congregation (He b. I 3: I 7). 

Elder's authority does not extend to releasing what 
Christ has bound or binding what He has released 
(Matt. 16: 19-20). The Lord has made all the spiritual 
law men need (2 Tim. 2: 15). and He has left it with us 
in His "perfect law of liberty" to implement his 
teaching. 

Elders, like every child of God. must protect 
against false teachers. and keep the church faithful to 
the law of Christ (Acts 20:28-30). Elders have over
sight of the policy and programs of the local church. 

They determine what will be done in matters of 
generic authority. 

Electricity and plumbing in the building; eating a 
meal on the church premises; whether one or more 
gospel meetings per year; whether to have a lecture
ship every year and what subjects to study, and the 
speakers; whether to publish a book and audio and 
video tapes with which to preserve the messages for 
further reflection and wider distribution all fall into 
this category-all are matters of general authority, 
but authority nonetheless. 

The specific authority for a lectureship, publication 
of a book. and tape recordings of the messages are 
found in the command to preach the Gospel to the 
whole creation (Mark I 6: I 6). If such lectureships 
have solid authority, and if the reproduction of the 
messages by print and tape rests upon solid authority, 
then it must follow that distribution of said materials 
also rests upon solid authority. 

If it is right to produce such materials for the 
Gospel on church property, is it right to sell such, for 
a fair price, on the same property? 

The same general authority authorizing a church 
building, water. electricity, and gas, authorize the 
making and distribution of sound Gospel materials 
for the information of saints. Is the church supporting 
private business when the plumbing fails, and the 
plumber makes repairs for which the church pays? A 
plumber is not expected to clean out the sewer lines 
for nothing! 

Some think a thing is all right as long as it is small, 
but when it is big it is wrong. Question: how big is big, 
and by whose judgment? Such a person is a law maker 
for God! 

Another point relating to littleness/ bigness. Neither 
size nor quantity has anything to do with the rightness 
or wrongness of a matter of judgment. If it is not 
wrong for an eldership to decide to install a refriger
ated drinking fountain in the church building, then it 
is not wrong to install a refrigerator in a church 
building. The size of the thing has nothing to do with 
it! If it is wrong for people to eat bread and fish in the 
church building. then it is wrong for the church to 
install a drinking fountain. Conversely. if it is right to 
install a drinking fountain. it is right to eat bread and 
fish (or even chicken) in the church building. 

312 Pearl Street 
Denton, TX 76201 
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What Happened to McDougle? 
By Adron Doran 

The history of Freed-Hardeman University and its 
predecessors is well known to students of the Restora
tion Movement. The West Tennessee Christian College 
was founded in I 886 in Henderson. In I 895 the 
College was merged with the Southern Tennessee 
Normal School of Essary Springs, with A. G. Freed 
as the President. 

When the daughter of J. F. Robertson, Crocket 
Mills, Tennessee, died an untimely death, Mr. 
Robertson agreed to contribute five thousand dollars 
toward the erection of an adequate building to 
accommodate the College, provided it was re-named 
in honor of his deceased daughter, Georgia. In I 897 a 
twelve thousand dollar structure was built to house 
the newly created Georgia Robertson Christian 
College. Hall Laurie Calhoun of Franklin, Tennessee, 
delivered the dedicatory address when the building 
was completed. A. G. Freed continued as President 
with a faculty which included N. B. Hardeman, R. P. 
Meeks, C. B. ljmas, L. L. Brigance and Calhoun. 

In I902 Ernest Clifton McDougle, Huntington, 
Tennessee, became co-President with Freed. In all 
probability Robertson and the Tennessee State 
Missionary Society influenced the selection of 
McDougle (because he represented the liberal views 
of those in the Christian Church who favored the use 
of an organ and affiliation with the Missionary 
Society) in an effort to lessen the influence of Freed 
upon the college who opposed both. 

E. C. McDougle was born in Keno, Meigs County, 
Ohio, on March 16, 1867. He earned a baccalaureate 
degree from National Normal University, Lebanon, 
Ohio; a Master's degree from Southern Normal 
University, Huntington, Tennessee; and a doctor of 
Philosophy degree from Clark University in 1914. He 
went from Ohio to Tennessee in 1891 to teach in 
Southern University and to serve as minister of the 
Huntington Christian Church. He reported through 
the Gospel Advocate many successful revivals held in 
Huntington by leading evangelists including Hall 
Laurie Calhoun. 

McDougle joined the faculty of Georgia Robertson 
Christian College at the opening of the fall term on 
September 9, 1902 as professor of Greek, Latin, 
Pedagogy, Botany, Physiology, and Surveying. The 
College was reputed to be "the largest and best 
equipped independent normal school south of the 
Ohio River. n 

By 1903, McDougle began to write a series of 
articles for the Christian Standard which he titled 
"Some Tennessee Notes. n He reported a very suc
cessful school year and anticipation of 600 students 
with a graduating class of seventy-five in 1903. 
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He also reported on the progress which the churches 
were making in West Tennessee, the missionary 
efforts of the Henderson Christian Church, and the 
evangelistic successes enjoyed by the faculty and 
students. He reported the Freed-Hall debate held in 
Bardwell, Kentucky and the Freed-Pigue debate in 
Middleton, Tennessee, that F. B. Srygley had baptized 
twenty-two at Hornbeak, that John R. Williams was 
conducting a tent meeting at Greenfield and that N. 
B. Hardeman had baptized ninety-nine during his 
summer meetings. 

There were "nineteen young persons in (the) 
Preachers' Bible Class, including L. L. Brigance, R. 
D. Smith, D. S. Ligon and Len D. Williams, who are 
doing some preaching." McDougle concluded his 
report by saying, "we rejoice to see the Standard's 
progress in the south. It is just entering the threshold 
of its opportunity and usefulness among our southern 
brotherhood." (The Standard had already gained 
acceptance among the churches in the north.) 
However, the optimism for the College and the 
"digressive movement" which he expressed was short
lived in.the region of West Tennessee and Kentucky. 

In January of 1903,- E. A. Elam went to Henderson 
to conduct a gospel meeting. The Christian Church 
refused to permit Elam to preach in the meeting house 
so he preached in the Baptist Church. The preaching 
of Elam drew the lines more closely between 
McDougle and his liberal associates and Freed and 
his conservative associates. 

Freed and Hardeman objected to the use of an 
organ and affiliation with the missionary society 
while McDougle and Meeks endorsed both. Gospel 
preachers like John R. R. Williams, W. R. Hassell, 
Eph Smith and J. W. Ratcliffe agreed with Freed and 
Hardeman. The following September Joe Warlick 
met Carroll Stark in a debate in Henderson on the 
question of the use of instruments of music in 
worship. The Elam meeting and the Warlick-Stark 
debate resulted in a separation by most of the faculty, 
students and members of the Christian Church to 
form the Henderson Church of Christ. 

By the time the college school year closed in the 
spring of 1905, Freed had sold his one-half interest in 
the chattel of Georgia Robertson Christian College to 
McDougle. Freed moved to Denton, Texas, and 
Hardeman became superintendent of Chester County 
Schools. The State Missionary Society took possession 
and control of the College and appointed a board of 
directors with J. F. Robertson as chairman. The 
Board named McDougle as the president. The College 
lost its financial support and its student body and was 
able to operate only until the close of the school year 



in 1907. McDougle took all that he had invested in 
the College and moved to Richmond, Kentucky, 
where he became associated with the Eastern 
Kentucky Normal School. 

McDougle exerted a great influence on the early 
growth and development of the teacher training 
institution at Richmond. He was an outstanding class 
room teacher and devoted much of his time organizing 
and conducting "teacher institutes" in the rural 
sections of Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia. He 
also served in various administrative capacities in the 
College: business agent, registrar, and dean. 

McDougle wrote a book titled, "Pedagogy In 
Arithmetic" in 1914 which may have been taken from 
his doctoral dissertation. In addition to his work with 
the Teachers College he studied and practiced law, 
served one term as the Democratic Judge of Madison 
County, and preached for the rural congregations of 
the Christian Church. Usually he would preach once 
each month for four different churches. He served as 
an elder and taught the Turley Bible Class for men in 
the Richmond First Christian Church. 

When McDougle first went to Kentucky. John 
William McGarvey was president of the College of 
the Bible and attending the non-organ Chestnut 
Street Christian Church in Lexington. Hall Laurie 
Calhoun was a professor in the College of the Bible 
and preaching for the Providence (non-organ) 
Christian Church in Jessamine County. There is no 
record of McDougle's association with McGarvey 
and Calhoun, but he nevertheless continued his 
identity with the organ and society groups as he had 
done while living in Henderson. 

In the early part of the 1900's very few of the 
restoration churches in the Common-wealth of 
Kentucky had accepted the use of mechanical instru
ments of music in public worship. However. 
McDougle influenced many of the congregations in 
the Bluegrass region to endorse an organ and affiliate 
with the missionary society. In fact the history of the 
Churches of Christ in central Kentucky would have 
been greatly different had McDougle agreed to follow 
the examples of Freed and Hardeman in 1903 and 
had brought this position to Kentucky in 1907. 

By I 950 all of the congregations which had been 
established by the early restorers in Madison County 
had left the plea to "speak where the Bible speaks and 
remain silent where the Bible is silent." In 1951 the 
Church of Christ was re-established in Richmond 
during the time that McDougle was still living. He, of 
course, had nothing to do with the effort. I went to 
Richmond one Sunday afternoon and preached in a 
science laboratory on the campus. There is a strong 
and thriving congregation in the city today. 

E. C. McDougle died in Richmond on February 11. 
1958, and was buried in the city cemetery. Dr. Basil 
Overton was preaching for the Richmond Church of 
Christ during the latter years of McDougle and 

visited with him in his home. Overton wrote to 
Hardeman, who was living in Memphis, Tennessee, 
about his visit with McDougle. Hardeman replied in a 
letter dated February 26, I 957, in which he wrote: 

I am truly glad that you went to see Bro. 
McDougal (sic). I have written him since 
yours came. He is one of the best teachers I 
ever knew. I wish he would give up Christian 
Church ways, but he won't. 

No doubt Brother Hardeman had tried to persuade 
McDougle to "give up Christian Church ways" over 
fifty years earlier, but he would not, and he never did. 

111 Woodland Avenue 
Lexington, KY 40502 
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ASSIDUOUSLY! 
By Howard Horton 

I recently heard the word "assiduously" used by an 
army general giving a news update in Saudi Arabia. I 
looked up the word, never having heard it. It means: 
"Constant in application; devotedly attentive per
severing; diligent." This definition comes from a 
tattered and well used Webster's New School and 
Office Dictionary. 

Elders have the task of confronting and destroying 
false doctrine. Concerning elders, we are to "Obey 
them that have the rule over you, and submit your
selves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must 
give account, that they may do it with joy, and not 
with grief: for that is unprofitable for you" (Heb. 
13: 17). 

A bishop must be blameless "the husband of one 
wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given to 
hospitality" ( 1 Tim. 3:2). A bishop must stop the 
mouths of those "who subvert whole houses, teaching 
things they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake" (Titus 
1:11 ). 

Elders are shepherds, bishops, and overseers, 
( 1 Peter 5, I Tim. 3, Titus I, and Acts 20). They must 
watch, be vigilant, and ready to stop the mouths of 
gainsayers! The shepherds over the flock of God are 
to "assiduously" seek to defend the flock! They are 
never to give up, slack off, or pause. If they do, they 
will pay the price of carelessness with their souls! 

Preachers must always "assiduously" preach and 
defend the faith. We must never slack up, let up, or 
pause! We must attack, attack, attack! We are 
fighting the instrumental music question again 
because we stopped attacking it! 

I am not talking about being "mad" in the pulpit 
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(frothing at the mouth and breaking hearing aids). I 
am talking about "assiduously" preaching sound 
doctrine (Acts 9:29; Eph. 6: I 9), which will devastate 
all false doctrine. 

We need some "patriot" preaching to bring down 
the "scud" doctrines being "lobbed" into the Brother
hood. 

Some of the SCUD doctrines are: 
I. The SCUD doctrine of Unity in Diversity. 
2. The SCUD doctrine of the A. D. 70 return of 

Jesus. 
3. The SCUD doctrine of Instrumental Music. 
4. The SCUD doctrine of elders don't have to be 

qualified. 
5. The SCUD doctrine of false Versions of the 

Bible. 
6. The SCUD doctrine of the new hermeneutic! 
The Lord will not give us a weapon that is ineffective 

against Satan! An American soldier does not have to 
ask if his MI6 rifle will work. The United States 
Armed Forces do not issue weapons that do not 
work! When an American pilot climbs into the cockpit 
of a Fl4 Tomcat he doesn't ask, "Will this thing fly?" 

We have "the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God" (Eph. 6:16). We don't have to ask, 
"Will it work?" The Word of God will work! It is 
effective against false teachers. Still, it must be used! 

The church of Christ is responsible for the freedom 
which some false teachers feel. They think there is 
none in "Israel" to confront them, to beat them 
down! It is because of the lack of plain Bible 
preaching! 

The Solution is simple. Let's keep that endorsed by 
the Bible, and drop anything that is not approved by 
the Bible. 

Churches should be interested in "how Biblical they 
are," instead of "how big they are." Thank God, more 
members of the church of Christ are beginning to ask 
questions. They are beginning to ask why some things 
are done and why some things are undone! 

A congregation of God's People does not have to 
follow "blind leaders!" The church of God put the 
leaders in, and, before God, they can remove them! 

I say, "before the God" because if there is one thing 
the Bible makes clear it is this: God in Heaven always 
takes notice of his People and their actions. 

As the body of Christ, we must "assiduously" 
pursue the truth. We must "assiduously" defend the 
faith. We must not quit. We must not let up. We must 
not pause. We must not negotiate or compromise. We 
must keep on attacking false doctrine until the Son of 
God is revealed in his glory and majesty. 
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"Lord, It Ain't Really My Fault" 
By Terry Hightower 

If you've ever had a wreck in your car and then 
tried to describe it in as few words as possible for the 
insurance forms, you will appreciate the following 
"explanations": 

"An invisible car came out of nowhere, struck my 
vehicle and vanished. " 

"I was on the way to the doctor with rear-end 
trouble when my universal joint gave way, causing me 
to have an accident." 

"The pedestrian had no idea which direction to go, 
so I ran over him. " 

"I collided with a stationary truck coming the other 
way." 

"I pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at 
my mother-in-law, and headed over the embankment. " 

"I had been shopping for plants and was on my way 
home. As I reached the intersection, a hedge sprang 
up, obscuring my vision. " 

"The other car collided with mine without giving 
warning of its intentions. " 

"I had been driving my car for 40 years when I fell 
asleep at the wheel and had an accident." 

"I thought my window was down, but found out it 
was up when I put my hand through it." 

"My car was legally parked as it backed into the 
other vehicle. " 

"In my attempt to kill a fly, I drove into a telephone 
pole." 

Knowing that "we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ. that each one may receive the 
things done in the body~ according to what he has 
done. whether good or bad" (2 Cor. 5: IO), have you 
ever seriously contemplated what the reaction to our 
attempted excuses for disobedience will be by the 
Omnipotent One? It is not as if He has left us in the 
dark how He regards our rationalizations why we 
(I) did the wrong or (2) did not do the right. A careful 
study of the following scriptures should help us 
understand how God looks on excuses for mis
conduct. 

A certain man gave a great supper and invited 
many~ and sent his servant at supper time to 
say to those who were invited~ 'Come, for all 
things are now ready.' But they all with one 
accord began to make excuses. The first said 
to him, 'I have bought a piece of ground, and I 
must go and see it. I ask you to have me 
excused.' And another said, 'I have bought 
five yoke of oxen~ and I am going to test them. 

I ask you to have me excused.' Still another 
said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come' (Luke I4: I 6-20). 

Notice that neither materialism, nor one's liveli
hood (farming), nor even domestic duties and 
obligations exempt us from the supreme obligation to 
do what God tells us to do to go to heaven. It would 
be humorous if it were not so tragic to hear all the 
excuses by us why we either never initially obeyed the 
gospel (Acts 22: I 6) or why we are not at fault for not 
being faithful (Rev. 2: IO). 

Just picture yourself before the throne of the 
Almighty with Jesus as your attorney. Will He have 
any real, bona fide evidence enabling Him to get 
forgiveness for you at the final trial? He pleads the 
merit of his blood, but you must accept his sacrifice 
and live for him. He has done his part. Have you done 
your part? 

Unlike an earthly judge presiding over an auto
mobile "finder-bender," the Righteous Judge can only 
give an eternal sentence to one or the other of two 
places. 

Then the man said, 'The woman who You gave 
me to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and 
I ate.' And the Lord God said to the woman, 
'What is this you have done?' And the woman 
said, 'The serpent deceived me, and I ate' 
(Gen. 3:I2-13). 

Both Adam and Eve were saying, "Lord, it ain't 
really my fault. .. ~" giving us perhaps the classic case 
of Transference Of Blame! Lord, if you had just not 
given me this woman or this snake to have to put up 
with, I would not have been tempted beyond that 
which I was humanly able to bear (See I Cor. I 0: I3; 
2 Peter 2:9). 

Maybe we can better appreciate God's reference to 
David as "a man after His own heart" when we see 
that when confronted with his sins. David did not 
plead extenuating circumstances. He did not offer the 
feeble excuses about how he happened to be up on his 
rooftop and through no fault of his happened to see 
this beautiful, curvaceous creature of God bathing 
right before him. "Then David said to Nathan, 'I have 
sinned against the Lord"' (2 Sam. 12: 13). David 
begged for God's mercy and sincerely asked from the 
depths of the heart of one truly guilty "Blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
And cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my 
transgressions, And my sin is ever before me" (Psalm 
5I:l-3). 

Some of us sitting on the pew refusing to admit (for 
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whatever excuse) personal sin parallel the case of 
Aaron, who was "peer-pressured" by the Israelites to 
"make some gods" to lead them (Ex. 32: 1). This story 
would make for hilarious reading if it were not so 
serious before God! Aaron has them pull off earrings 
from which he makes a golden calf. He then builds an 
altar to it and proclaims a feast day, including "get 
down" dancing. Then Moses confronts Aaron by 
saying "What did this people do to you that you have 
brought so great a sin upon them?" (Ex. 32:21 ). The 
part honesty and part evasion by Moses' right-hand 
man amazes us: 

Do not let the anger of my Lord become hot. 
(Translate: I do not want to be properly 
punished-TMH). You know the people, that 
they are set on evil. (Translate: The people 
you left me in charge of made me do it!
TMH). For they said to me, 'Make us gods 
that shall go before us; as for this Moses~ the 
man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, 
we do not know what has become of him'. 
(Translate: I obeyed men rather than God 
because you 'took a hike' on me, Moses
TM H). And I said to them, 'Whoever has any 
gold, let them break it off. So they gave it to 
me, and I cast it into the fire, and THIS 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 
*NO TUITION 
*TWO-YEAR PROGRAM 
* V. A. APPROVED 

Emphasis on: 
Sound doctrine 
Evangelism 
Learning the Word 

David P. Brown, Director 
8900 Manchaca Road 

Austin, TX 787 48 
(512) 282-2486 

Please put us In contact with prospective students 
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CALF CAME OUT. '(Translate: I failed Tele
ology 101 in school and have a terrible mis
understanding of cause and effect-TMH)." 

This is like the cartoon where Theoplius.approaches 
his immoral friend and says: 

I hear you're living in the sin of adultery." 
(The man responds:) "Yes-and it's all your 
fault! You gave me a rod and reel for my 
birthday that caused me to go fishing where I 
met a man who insisted I have a few drinks 
where I met this babe in a bikini who made me 
dance with her and forced me to take her 
away from her husband. Come to think of 
it-l'm just a victim of my environment. 

Tell me, will you let your personal dishonesty and 
pride keep you from open, public confession of wrong 
(Acts 8:24)? Will you let stubbornness keep you out of 
heaven and in a Devil's Hell for eternity? Can you 
imagine the Lord's righteous reaction when you say, 
"Lord, it ain't really my fault?" 

11026 Wurzbach Rd. 
San Antonio, TX 78230 

First Annual 

Truth In Love 
Lectureship 

Thursday, May 16 - Sunday, May 19, 1991 

Theme: 

" ... stedjast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work ojtheLord ... "(I Cor. 15:18) 

Speakers: 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs William Woodson 
Wayne Coats David Sain 
Garland Elkins Paul Sain 
Robert Taylor, Jr. Tom Holland 

Wendell Winkler 
Irene Taylor (Ladies Class) 

Each evening, 30 minutes before the evening session, 
we will have the opportunity to enjoy praising God in 
song, with others who truly love to sing. This along will 
be a great privilege. Brother Jack Parks will direct us in 
our praise to God. 

East Hill Church of Christ 
5'09 E. Madison 

Pulaski, TN 



(Note: The following article presents a brief, powerful account of the defection and 
return of Dan Rogers. He decided the grass was greener in the Independent Christian 
Church pasture. He turned his back on faithful brethren and preached in a congrega
tion of the Independent Christian Church for awhile. He soon found that the ~~greener 
grass" was worse than an illusion. Bring forth the robe and the ring-Dub McClish.) 

A Journey Into A "Far Country" 
By Dan Rogers III 

As a result of reading too much Restoration 
Review, One Body, and similar liberal ilk, and not 
enough Bible, I became disillusioned with the churches 
of Christ. Reacting to what I perceived to be 
unchristian attitudes among my brethren (not recog
nizing my attitude was rotten), I took a militant 
stance against the churches of Christ. 

Coming under the insidious influence of the unity 
movement of the Independent Christian Church and 
certain liberal brethren, I became an advocate of 
complete unity with the Independent Christian 
Church. I also embraced the idea that the silence of 
the Scriptures does not forbid the use of instrumental 
music in worship. 

In the summer of 1989 I made the transition 
(digression) into the Independent Christian Church, 
moving to Northeast Ohio to work with an "instru
mental Church of Christ." 

It has been a year and a half since I entered full and 
complete unity with the Independent Christian 
Church. Both before and after I made the transition 
faithful brethren tried to show me the error of m; 
position; but I steadfastly refused to be swayed by 
their Scriptural argumentation. What they could not 
do by disputation, my experience in the Independent 
Christian Church did do. 

The Independent Christian Church with which I 
worked is very conservative compared to most 
Independent Christian Churches. For me, it was a 
time of constant struggle over their erroneous ideas 
and teachings. 

-Salvation by grace only (Swindoll, not Paul or 
James, is taught). 
-Baptism (they do not believe it is necessary for a 
person to understand that baptism is in order to 
obtain the remission of sins, and will accept any 
immersed person, despite the reason for the baptism). 
-Premillennialism is widely accepted. 
-Woman's role in the church (women leading 
prayers, leading singing, or preaching). 
-Divorce and remarriage-liberal views that destroy 
the sanctity of the home. 

-Qualifications of elders-a divorced and remarried 
man with no children may be an elder. 
-Holy Spirit-the denominational view of the direct 
operation of the Holy Spirit in conversation and 
edification is held. 
-Observance of Christmas, and Easter, and even 
Halloween as holy days. 

I soon understood the extent of my doctrinal 
digression, especially my denial that the silence of the 
Scripture forbids instrumental music in worship. 
Also, the grave error of attempting to fellowship the 
Independent Christian Church! The silence argument 
excused worshipping Santa Claus and the Easter 
Bunny. This helped me to realize that my argument 
for instrumental music was wrong. 

There is no way that one who wants to be true to 
God's Word (and I do), can be in fellowship with the 
Independent Christian Church. 

Having come to myself (Luke 15: 17), and realizing 
that I have digressed into a "far country" (Luke 
15: 13), my soul is in travail. Clearly, I was out of place 
among people who really do not give much thought to 
Bible authority. Clearly, I have no one to blame but 
myself. Clearly, I have sinned, and now bear the 
consequences of my sin. 

I publicly acknowledge and confess my sin, repent 
of it, and ask for the forgiveness of God and my 
brethren. I have been the prodigal, but I want to come 
back home and again be in fellowship with those who 
"speak where the Bible speaks and remain silent 
where the Bible is silent." 

P.O. Box 127 
M ontvil/e, 0 H 44064 

216/968-3320 

(Editor's note: Sad to say that many doctrinal errors 
brother Rogers found in the Independent Christian 
Church now run amok in some liberal-leaning 
churches of Christ, only they have not yet pushed the 
piano down the aisle, and fiddled while the church 
burned- Dobbs.) 
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The Bible: 
A ccLove Letter?'' 

Robin W. Haley 

You may recognize this title as a trendy buzz-word 
given to the Word of God, bandied by those who 
desire to change the church from what it should be 
into some generic human institution. This "love 
letter" terminology is really nothing more than an 
emotional trick, designed to sear the conscience of 
unstable, and uninformed brethren (Rom. 16: 18; 
2 Tim. 4:2; 2 Peter 3: 16). 

Some who read this will likely jump to the 
conclusion that I am a legalist who likes controversy 
more than grace and love. Not so, but I am more 
concerned with warning my brethren of the debilitating 
terminology of liberals, than with what namby-pamby 
brethren think. 

Lest anyone supposes I disdain the subject of God's 
love, let us look at what the Bible says of itself. We 
need look no further than the 119th Psalm. The 
Psalm is a 22 stanza song dedicated to God's word as 
law. In ten minutes you can read this Psalm and see 
love for God's word expressed in every stanza! God 
speaks of love in his word. No one could know of 
God's love save through His word. Still, there are 
difficulties with speaking of God's word as a "love 
letter." 

I. God does not use this term for His word; 
2. It misleads those who know neither the scripture 

nor the power of God; 
3. It is not expedient because it causes some to think 

God cares more for love than he does for law; 
4. Those who are either admittedly or border-line 

antinomian in their view of Scripture use the 
term; 

5. It is another attempt to promote an old agenda
exchanging the truth of God for a lie. It brings 
sweeping changes in the Lord's Church, and 
allows unauthorized people to engage in unauthor
ized actions in worship. 

6. The church becomes nothing more than one 
among thousands of denominations. 

I believe we could conclude in this way: the Word 
of God resembles a love letter in absolutely not one 
factor. An honest view of the Bible could in no way 
sum it up as a love letter! It is a covenant! Let those 
who may disagree exhibit how! 
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Scott City, KS 67871 

He's The Rock 
Of My Salvation 

Darrell Broking 

Our loving God so tenderly took the Hebrew 
people by the hand and led them out of the house of 
bondage. With abundant mercy God fed His people, 
while traveling in a barren land. A wilderness, a 
thirsty land where there was no water (Deut. 8: 15). 
When the people craved water, God did not forsake 
them. Complainers, murmurers, backbiters, ( oh how 
forgetful we can be at times) God did not overlook the 
thirsty people. 

"And you shall strike the rock, and water will come 
out of it, that the people may drink" (Ex. 17:6). The 
rock was struck. He brought streams out of the rock, 
and caused waters to run down like rivers (Ps. 78: 16). 

For those in Christ our God so tenderly will led us 
by the hand through this barren and dry land, if we 
will hold His hand. Because of our sin, all sin, our 
Rock was struck. From our rock fountains of living 
water flow (John 4: 14). 

So many choices, weekly, daily, hourly-we must 
choose to hold His hand. We can enjoy honey from 
the rock (Ps. 8I: I6), or we can be unmindful to the 
rock who be gat us (Deut. 32: 18). We can drink of the 
living waters or as so many before us we can hew 
ourselves cisterns-broken cisterns that can hold no 
water (Jer. 2:I3). 

You know those Hebrews of long ago were not 
much different from us. We live in a different time 
and place but we have a common denominator, our 
human hearts. Many choose to let go of God's hand 
therefore rejecting Him. Of these the scripture says, 
"they certainly shall not see the land of which I swore 
to their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected 
Me see it" (Num. I4:23). 

If we are wise we will build our house upon the 
rock. Building takes work, effort, and diligence. Jesus 
said in Matthew 7:24: "Therefore whoever hears these 
sayings of Mine, and does them I will liken him to a 
wise man who built his house on the rock." There is a 
promise land awaiting us, a city whose builder and 
maker is God (He b. II: I 0). As it is written: "Behold, I 
lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, 
And whoever believes on Him will not be put to 
shame" (Rom. 9:33). As our rock, that rock of old is 
Christ (I Cor. I 0:4) and in Him is life! 

1862 Kadota 
Casa Grande, AZ 85222 
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MINISTERING TO THE SUFFERING 
By Terry A. Martin 

An important part of Christianity is ministering to 
the suffering. Sometimes Christians want to leave this 
responsibility to those who have received "formal" 
training. Often, the most effective support can be 
given by brothers and sisters in Christ who lack 
academic credentials. 

"Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep" (Rom. 12:15). This closeness is 
lacking in many congregations. Often, we don't know 
our brethren well enough to rejoice or weep with 
them. We need to take more time to get to know our 
brothers in the family of God. 

Christians have probably experienced many things 
that can help them in ministering to other sufferers. 
The misfortunes in your life can prepare you for 
serving others. Paul said, "Blessed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth 
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted by 
God" (2 Cor. 1:3-4). 

Paul encouraged the dejected Timothy, who was 
constantly having to war against false doctrine and 
endure persecution (l Tim. 1:3; 1:18; 4:12-16). He 
ministered to Timothy by telling him that he, too, 
experienced those same problems, and the Lord had 
delivered hiin. He told Timothy, "thou hast fully 
known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, charity, patience, persecutions, afflic
tions, which came unto me at Antioch, at I conium, at 
Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them 
all the Lord delivered me" (2 Tim. 3: I 0-11 ). These 
words from Paul were profitable in ministering to the 
young, suffering preacher. 

If you know someone who is suffering, here are 
three things you can do to can help serve that person. 

First, go to the person. Your presence means a lot. 
How long you stay depends upon the problem, how 
well you know the person, and how many others are 
present. Use discretion because your presence is 
designed to help and not hinder the recovery of the 
hurting person. 

Second, pray with the person. Pray for God's help, 
strength, and support through his powerful word. 
Affirm your trust and faith in God. The suffering 
party needs to realize there is a God who cares. "For 
the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil" (I Peter 3: 12). 

Third, listen to that person heart to heart. Other 
than prayer, this may be the most important thing 
you can do. Allow them to tell you about their 

feelings and why they are hurting. If you understand, 
tell them so. Remember you are there to listen and 
not to relate your life's history. 

The church does not need more trained profes
sionals to help members when they are suffering. We 
need members of the body to know and love one 
another in such a fashion as to promote a close, 
personal relationship. Then we will "Rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep" 
(Rom. 12:15). 

For the body is not one member, but many. You 
are your brother's keeper! 4117 S. 7th 

Terre Haute, IN 47802 

(Editor's note: It is not necessary to do some grand 
thing in order to relieve the distressed. If you go to the 
home of those whose dear one has died, and offer to 
shine their shoes in order to help them get ready for 
the funeral, you have done a magnificent, Christian 
kindness. The Tabithas among us, who prepare food, 
and quitely care for others, do afar more noble thing 
than those who seem to have a prominent place. 
Please read again John 13:1-11.) 

BIBLES REBOUND 
Genuine Leather- $18.00 

Postage Appreciated 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone(805)721-8925 

121 0 9th Ave. Delano, CA 93215 

Sixth Annual 

3004-U 

Dierks Lectures 
May 3-5, 1991 

Theme: "Great Lessons 
From The Master Teacher" 

Church of Christ 
Main Street • P.O. Box 62 

Dierks, AR 71833 
286-2641 

Speakers: Johnny Ramsey, Jim Dearman, 
Curtis Cates, Richard Cuny, Rod Ruther
ford, and Keith Mosher. 
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DffiECTORY 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

A DVERTISING IN T HIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER 
LINE. YEARL Y RATES ARE: 5 125.00 FOR 3 
LINES: S 175.00 FOR 4 LINES: 5225.00 FOR 
5 LINES: 5275.00 FOR 6 LINES: $325.00 
FOR 7 LINES: $375.00 FOR 8 LINES. SEND 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTM ENT. 
P.O. B OX 21087 6. B EDFORD. TEXAS 
76095-7876. SEND NO MONEY. WE 
WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 
FAIRBANKS. serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue. 
99701 Phone (907) 456-4921 

CALIFORNIA 
ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535·6170. Send part iculars 
ol loved ones in this area. we will contact them. 

PASADENA. 1727 Kinneloa Cyn Rd. 91107 (818) 
791 ·2499 Sun. 9:30. 10:45 a.m .. 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m . 210 Fwy N. on Altadena Or 

TWENTYNINE PALMS. 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(6191 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
fr iends. Sun. 10:00, 11 :00 a.m., 6·00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 
p m Robert R. Stephenson. preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST. SAN BERNADINO, 
CA 3630 N. " E" St. Sunday 9 30 & 10:30 AM. and 
6 00 P M. Wed 7:00 P M. Call 883·5022 or Marvin 
Morrow. Minoster, 883·5232 

C central C 
HURCH OF HRIST 

1320 South Church St. Visalia. CA 93277. Sun. 9:30 
AM . 10:30 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 1·00 P.M. 
Allen Robertson. Preacher Phone (209) 732·5670. 

COLORADO 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church o l Chnst 
4690 S. L ogan, (303) 789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

CONNECTICUT 
GROTON-Church ol Chnst meeting at 291 
Osprey Or. Sun 9·0o A M . 6 00 PM Wed 6:30 
P M Ph. 446-0676 
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FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER-Central Church o f Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Serv1ces: Sun. 
10:00 & 11:00 A.M .. 6:30P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. Billy 
R. Davidson. minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39th Ave. Church of Christ. 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 m1. east of I· 75. use h1ghway 222 
exit. Sun 9 a.m .. 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p m. (904) 376-
4343 or 373·7277. w. D Jeffcoat, evangelist 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconneu Blvd: (904) 771·5075 or 
77 1·2646; Sun. 10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 SOUTH FLORIDA AVE 
Sun. 9:30. 10:30 A.M. & 6:00P.M. Wed 7:30P.M. e 

Robert McAnally, m1nister 682-4702, 66!>-8060 
Home of Florida School of Preach1ng 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 PM. Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 21 W. L ancaster Road. Paul W Eubanks, 
evangelist. 85!>-5651 or 85!>-1326 

SARASOTA- Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
to Holiday Inn Services· Sun 9:30, 10 30 A.M., 6'00 
P M. Wed 7 30 P.M Gene Stilwell, m.n1ster. 

SEBASTIAN- 1045 Main St. Sun 10 & 11 A.M., 
6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob 
Winton, evangelist. 

SEBRING-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:00. Worship ro·oo A.M. and 
6:00 PM Wed. 7:00 PM Jack H McGhee. 
evangelist 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA-Avondale Church of Chnst. 4017 
Memorial Or., Decatur. 30032 (404) 299· 1475. B.S 
9 A.M., Wor 9:50 A.M. & 6 P.M ( 1 1 mile inside 
1-285.) 

BYRON-3 m1. from ex1t 46 off 1·75 Son Hwy 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy. 42 N-2 m1. to building Camper 
hookups B S 9 A.M Wor 10 A M , 6 PM Wed 
7 P.M Call (912)956-3719-956-2099 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH- Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 Nanll· 
coke St . 55811. Sun. to·oo & 1t·oo A.M. & 6 P.M 
Wed 7:00PM Phone (218) 722·1984 or 722·1871 
Paul Curless and Oav1d Dalton. evangelists 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-Church of Chrtst. College & 7th Sts 
65616 Sun 9.30 & 10 20 AM. & 6'30 PM. Wed. 
1·00 P.M. Phones (417) 334-3866 & (4 17) 334·3757 
A J . Hcndnx, minister 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wnght-Pauerson 
AFB 922 S Central 878-0452 0 C Lawrence, 
m1n1ster. 878-1162. 

OKLAHOMA 
EDMOND- Chisholm Trail Church of Chnst. 8Y, 
m1 N of town on Broadway. "Only the Old Paths." 
John A. Croom. Ph. 396-8497. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS - KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Kn1ght Arnold Road, Memphis, TN 
38118. Sunday 9:30 and 10 30 AM. and 6 00 P.M. 
Wed 1·00 P M Call 363·3300 or E. L Wh1taker. 
m1nister. 363·1383 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

US. Hwy. 41 North of Greenbner, Tennessee • 
Between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 • 25 m1les north 
of Nashville • Sunday Bible Study 9:30 A.M .. 
Worship 10:30 A.M • and 6 00 PM Wednesday 
Bible Study 7·30 PM. • Roy McConnell, evangelist. 
Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091 

TEXAS 
DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
312 Pearl St .. Denton, TX 76201. (817) 387-3531 
Sun 9:00, 10:00 A.M., 6:00 PM Wed 7'30 P.M. 

FOREIGN 
EUROPE 

The church meets in Banbury, England U. S. 
military bases and Stratford-Upon-Avon nearby. 
P 0 . Box 122. Banbury, Oxon .. England. Call (295) 
720990 or (869) 232490. 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

(813) 683-4043 

tr Strong Bible Emphasis 
tr Two Year Program 
tr 100 Semester Hours 
tr No Thition 
tr Scholarships Available 
tr Qualified Faculty 
tr V.A. Benefits 
tr Call or Write 

TRAINING PREACHERS SINCE 1969 



CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS 52.00 PER LINE. T HIS SECTION IS DESIGNED 
ESPECIALLY TO ACCOMMODATE PREACHERS SEEKING WORK OR CONGREGATIONS 
SEEKING PREACHERS. OTHER C H URCH RELATED MATTER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING 
WITH THE PUBLISHER'S STANDARDS. SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: FIRM 

F OUNDATION, AD D EPART MENT, P .O . BOX 210876. B EDFORD. T X 76095-7876. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Full lime minister: Individual must have the following 
characterist ics: loving, joyful. peaceful, tongsuffering. 
gentle. faithful. Minimum of tO years full time 
preaching experience with a proven track record in 
personal work and local evangelism. To work with a 
congregation of approx. t30 in the Kansas City. MO 
area. Send resume and tape to: Blue Spnngs Church 
of Christ. c/o C. E. Knight. 1405 W. 24th St.. Blue 
Springs, MO 640t 5 

Mature preacher sound in the faith that is evangelistic. 
desiring to settle for long term. Must have part of own 
support. $250/week and insurance. Congregat ion 
size 50/ 60. Contact Delbert Leavens. Route 6 Box 335. 
Commerce. GA 30529. (404) 335-7762. 

Small congregation in Overbrook, KS is seeking a 
gospel preacher who Is neither afraid nor ashamed to 
declare the whole counsel of God. Those Interested 
can call (913) 665-7947. (913) 665-7654. 

For congregation of approximately 200 members on 
Southwest Indiana city. Population 75,000. House and 
appropriate salary. Please send resume. tape and 
references to Southside Church of Christ at 4117 S. 
7th Street. Terre Haute, IN 47802. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

Returning missionary is seeking a sound congregation 
walking on the old paths with which to work. I have 
served as an elder/preacher. preacher working with 
elders. preacher establishing new congr£ations. 
Graduate o f Brown Trail School o f Preaching (1968). 
Have preached 23 years with 13 years in mission aork 
Would consider new missoon work or local work. 
References upon request. Call or write Thurman E. 
Self (809) 295-3343. P. 0 . Box SB20. Somerset Bridge 
SBBX. BERMUDA. 

Searching for a full-time minister's position with an 
integrated congregation I'm thir ty-three (33) yrs. old, 
a graduate o f East TN School of Preachong & Missions 
with five (5) years experience. and married with two 
children. References available. Call Clarence Camp· 
bell (901) 424·8187 or write 69 Meridian Or .. Jackson. 
TN 3830t Immediate replies requested 

FOR SALE 

HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM: A Critique of 
Subjectivism In Biblical Interpretation. $9.00 ppd. to 
Major Premise Books. 11026 Wurzbach Road. San 
Antonio. TX 78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS. other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E to Bargaon 
Bookfinders. t59 Gibson Dr .. Henderson. TN 38340. 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. Lyle. Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands of 
scripture references. each summarized and organized 
under hundreds of logically-arranged subject areas. 
Includes over 2.000 interest ing. important discussoon
stimulat ing questions. This extremely clear and easy 
guide to the Bible is a must for every Christian's 
li brary. It is ideal for Bible classes for all ages. and for 
cottage evangelistic stu does focused on the simplicity 
and power of New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending St0.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box t483. 
Colton. CA 92324. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE " BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more in 
your congregatoon. Elders or Church leaders write for 
free in formation to : Dan Lyl e, 5916 Vandegrift Ave .. 
Rockville. MD 20851. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Drive. Decatur. GA 30032. (404) 299-14 75. 

CASH FOR RELIGIOUS BOOKS: Out of print books 
searched for New Locatoon· Restoratoon Library. 
1914 E. 2nd St .. Edmund, OK 73034. Ph. 405·348-6800. 

SECOND ANNUAL HOME SCHOOL CONFERENCE 
October 17-21. At. 6 Box 5010. Pell City, AL 35125. Ph. 
(205) 338- 1843 

WANTED: Bound Volumes o f Firm Foundation for 
years 1960 and 61 and any prior to 1958. Also Gospel 
Advocate prior to 1973 excepting 55. 58. 65. 66. Loose 
copies also desored. Noble Patterson. 9900 Farmers 
Branch. Fort Worth. TX (817) 246-1368 

HOUSEP A RENTS 

NEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian 
couples who are interested 
In becoming 

HOUSEP A RENTS 
for a cottage of boys or girls 
are needed at MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME. For 
information call (512) 589-
2871 or write 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina TX 78055. 

(PAUL) & ASSOCIATES 

• Providing quality construction of church buildings • 27 years experience in church design 
• In-house architectural & engineenng services · Various architectural servoces avaolable 
• $40/sl average incl. pews. carpet. sound & l ighting · Total management from start to fonosh 
• Introducing our new Williamsburg desogn • lntenor design servoces provided 

CALL FOR VIDEO INTRODUCTION AND MORE INFORMATION 

581-8322 3600 Old Bullard Rd., Suite 2 TX 75701 847-0082 
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A Directory of 
churches of Christ 
in the United States. 

Saints 1991 edition. 

Meet $10. 95 each 

Order From: 
Firm Foundation Bookstore 

P.O. Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522-7200 

Add postage $2.50 first book, 
$1.00 each additional. 
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A Habitation of God Through the Spirit 
by Earl Trimble 

Ephes ians 2:22 is sometimes cited to support the 
view that the Holy Spirit personally indwells the 
Christian in a direct and in-Person manner. Often the 
question will be a sked: "How can God dwell in us 
through the Spirit if the Spirit does n ot indwell us?" 
The phrase, " through the S pirit," in this Ephes ians 
verse, is thought by some to mean that G od, being in 
the Spirit, ind wells us indirectly, f iguratively, or 
representatively through (by means of) the Holy Spirit 
who is literally in us in his own P erson. 

Does this verse in the E phesian Jetter, in fact, teach 
that the Spirit ind wells one lite rally a nd immediately, 
a s some a ffirm? This phrase, "through the Spi rit," 
occurs at least four times in the New Testa ment (Acts 
21 :4; Rom. 8: 13; Eph. 2:22; I Peter I :22, KJV). An 
exa mination of the other three references will show 
that this phrase, through the Spirit, is in a context of 
action done by the Spirit and d oes not refer to a n 
indwelling of the S pirit. Notice the similar usages of 
these four references: 

I) " .. . who sa id to P a ul through the Spirit. .. " (Acts 
21 :4) 

2) " ... through the Spirit do mortify th e deeds ... " 
(Rom. 8: 13) 

3) " ... a ha bita tion of God through the Spirit" (Eph. 
2:22) 

4) " . . . obeying the truth through the S pirit ... " 
(I Peter I :22) 

Notice the simila r mea nings of this ph rase, " through 
the Spirit" in these four references: 

" And findin g disciples, we ta rried there seven d ays: 
who sa id to Paul thro ugh the Spirit, tha t he should 

not go up to Jerusa lem" (Acts 21 :4). The Holy Spirit 
made kn own to the disciples a t Tyre that Paul would 
be in danger of his life if he returned to J erusalem (see 
a lso Acts 21 : 10-14). Here "through the Spirit" means 
"by the Spirit" (AS V). That is, the Spirit had warned 
the brethren of the danger that awaited Paul at 
J erusalem. T his information given the disciples by the 
S pirit was inspi red revelation. 

"For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye 
through the Spi rit do mo rtify the deeds of the body, ye 
sha lllive" (Rom. 8: I 3). Who would a rgue this means if 
th ose Ro man Christians would mortify the deeds of 
th e bod y " thro ugh the Spirit" that indwelt them, they 
would li ve? It is appa rent Paul was telling them if they 
would mortify the deeds of the body through the 
Spirit's teaching, tha t is, according to what the Spirit 
taught, they would live . 

"In whom ye a lso are built together for an habitation 
of God throug h the Spirit" (Eph. 2:22) . How are 
C hristia ns built togethe r for a ha bitatio n of God? Is 
our being built together accomplished by the Spirit a s 
he litera lly indwells us? If so, then would our being 
built together not be a direct opera ti on of the Holy 
S pirit? Again , in this E phesia ns 2:22 reference, the 
phrase "through the Spirit" could have be rendered "by 
the Spi rit." Our o bedience to the Spirit's teaching 
builds us together as " a spiritual house" (I Peter 2:5). 
This verse does not a llude to a d irect, persona l, 
immedia te indwelling of the Spirit. It is a misa ppli
catio n of this Ephesia ns 2:22 to use it to teach tha t the 
S pirit indwe lls us lite ra lly in his own P erson. 

"See ing ye have purified your souls in obeying the 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial . .. 

WHAT'S WRONG?-Part VI 
by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, 
they haue done abominable works; There is none that doeth good. 

Propo.nents of the new hermeneutic look askance at the old 
hermeneutic and seek to discredit it. With one voice they speak 
negative things about the manner of Bible study used by our fathers. 
Some of this criticism is sly and some of it is loudmouth and some of 
it is between those two extremes, but it is all negative. 

The purpose is to change the teaching and, in consequence, to 
change the church. Most of the advocates of the modernistic 
interpretation started out calling it "A New Hermeneutic." They also 
called it "The Scholarship Movement." They boldly stated their 
objective of bringing the church, kicking and screaming, into the 
twentieth century and freeing it of mossbacks. 

Some of them have now decided to reject the term "new 
hermeneutic" and "Scholarship Movement" favoring something 
more obscure. We must guard against impugning motives, but it 
does seem that much of this frenzied activity to alter the church is 
done in the dark. 

We need to get the thing out in the open where we can all see, 
analyze, and understand it. If it has merit, we should benefit from it, 
but if it is without merit and dangerous, we must reject it. Whatever 
there is about it that is good ought to be offered to all, and whatever 
there is about that is bad should be shunned by all. To do this we 
must know what they are talking about. 

A cadre of self-styled intellectuals is marching to the drummer of 
world scholarship and pushing for the church to get in step. This 
aching to be recognized and accepted by those who overflow with 
worldly wisdom may trap the saints into rejecting the wisdom from 
above. "Encompassed by a throng, on numbers they depend; they 
say so many can't be wrong, and miss a happy end." 

A most influential piper of this new way of looking at things wrote, 
"I conclude with a few remarks on my vision for the future. I think we 
need to come to grips with our total tradition of interpretation, our 
paradigm theological shift, and the approaches of interpretation of 
the scriptures in both our churches and in contemporary scholarship. 
That is a major undertaking but I believe we now have several minds 
equal to it. I agree with Ron Highfield that in terms of perspective we 
will do well to explore the empirical traditions as contrasted with 
German idealism of various sorts which has informed most German 
hermeneutics for the past two oenturies. The reason our first leaders 
sought cutting edge interpretive principles was their desire to 
converse with persons outside the movement. We can ignore these 
larger principles, only if we devote our energies to intramural battles. 
Those who focus only on command, examples and necessary 
inferences are mostly interested in internal brotherhood strains and 
stresses" (Biblical Interpretation in the Restoration Movement, by 
Thomas H. Olbricht, Pepperdine University; a paper presented at a 
Christian Scholars Conference). 

That is pretty heady stuff. Anyhow, brother Olbricht wants the 
disciples of Jesus to exchange ideas with world scholarship. If we can 



do that, we have arrived. He proudly tells that we "now have several 
minds equal to" the task of coming to grips with contemporary 
scholarship, as if we could not do it previously. 

Brother Olbricht, in his paper cited above, is concerned about 
"our" hermeneutic of command, example, and inference, which he 
calls "the tripartite formula." This intellectual razzle-dazzle tends to 
obscure what is said and inform only the "several minds" trained in a 
system of scholastic verbiage. The rest of us are hardly worth the 
annoyance. After all, we are just fighting and fussing among our
selves and are not into "empirical traditions as contrasted with 
German idealism." 

C. W. Zenor, in his paper entitled "A History of Biblical 
Interpretation in the Church of Christ: 1901-1976," (a dissertation 
submitted to the faculty of the Iliff School of Theology) is disdainful of 
the command-example-inference method of understanding the 
scriptures. He finds this method of Bible study to be comic 
and worthless. 

Zenor reviews Lipscomb, Brewer and Thomas as leading men in 
the attempt to restore primitive Christianity in the period he 
investigated. He holds these men up to contempt because they 
came, he says, from a rural environment, were Southerners and 
subscribed to a puritanical code (pages 76-80). Can it be that he finds 
it unacceptable to be a farmer from the South who holds to a high 
standard of personal morality? 

These men offended Zenor because they had the unmitigated gall 
to study and believe the Bible as inspired of God. He castigates 
Lipscomb because he regarded the Bible as "a product of God." He 
is horrified to find him saying "that the Bible is of God." Lipscomb, 
according to Zenor, had the audacity to refer to the Bible as "the 
word of God" (pages '77-78). Zenor wrote, "Lipscomb indicated that 
the Holy Spirit was responsible for inspiring the writers of the 
Bible .. . the final product was the infallible word of God ... whether 
directly or indirectly Lipscomb believed that the Holy Spirit inspired 
the words of the Bible" (pages 86-90). 

He registers the same objections to Grover Cleveland Brewer. He 
saw Brewer as coming from "a Southern Social Structure" and 
having a "Southern Protestant Piety" (pages 141 & 143). Brewer's 
great folly, according to Zenor, was in accepting "the Protestant 
canon of the Bible as inspired" (page 144). He is astonished to find 
that Brewer "asserted that the Scriptures of the Holy Bible would 
not contradict themselves" (page 146). "Brewer maintained that the 
Bible meant what it said" (page 148). "Brewer considered the theory 
of organic evolution as anti-God and anti-Bible" (page 161). "Brewer 
maintained that the Bible was the Word of God and our only and all 
sufficient standard of faith and life" (page 163). Zenor hisses and 
wails because Brewer believed in "commands-Brewer spoke of the 
New Testament commands as laws" (page 164), "approved 
examples-Brewer noted binding New Testament examples for the 
church" (page 165), and "necessary inferences- he (Brewer) used 
the principle of necessary inferences" (page 166). 

James David Thomas also comes in for a critique. Thomas is the 
more inexcusable because he is a man of letters, having a Ph.D. 
degree in New Testament and Early Christian Literature from the 
Humanities Division of the University of Chicago. Still, he is from 
"the south" (page 179) and "accepted the Protestant Christian 
canon of the Bible as inspired" (page 190). "Thomas equated the 
Bible with the word of God" (page 191). Weighed in the Zenor 
balances, Thomas is found wanting because he accepted commands, 
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approved examples, and necessary inferences (pages 
196-227). Besides, Thomas is dogmatic (page 226). 

There you have it in a nut-shell, dear ones. The real 
purpose of these high-flown papers heavy with 
footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies is to reject 
the Bible as the inspired, infallible word of God. That 
is what it finally comes to! 

Some of these "several minds" equal to the job of 
contrasting empirical (experimental) traditions (leg
ends) with German (Celtic) idealism (fantasy) can 
discuss with world scholarship, but what is needed is 
the plain preaching of the Bible. Contrasting experi
mental myths with German imagination may be a fun 
game to some folks, equivalent to winning at Pac
man, but it will not get the job done in the more 
serious business of "going into all the world and 
preaching the gospel to every creature." 

I respectfully suggest we need to· ask of our 
scholars and professors: 

Is the Bible the infallible, inerrant, inspired word 
of God? 

Don't be put off by evasion. Demand a clear-cut 
answer to the question. This simple question is 
capable of a simple yes or no response. The "several 
minds" among us may find it incredible, but some 
questions can be answered very simply. Don't let 
them get away with the "plenary" inspiration excuse. 
Demand to know if the Bible is without error. It either 
is or it isn't! If they begin to say, What do you mean 
by infallible, or inerrant, or even inspired? Or if they 
say, I will not allow you to be the judge of my faith, 
you have your answer. They do not believe the Bible 
is free of contradictions and inaccuracies, and fall into 
the camp described by Zenor. 

Zenor concludes, "Even though the vast majority 
of the members of the mainstream church of Christ 
still accept the traditional method of Biblical interpre
tation of Lipscomb, Brewer, and Thomas, an increas
ingly vocal minority is protesting that interpretative 
methodology. We now note being registered far more 
dissent from the traditional view of this communion 
than ever before (sic). These dissident men and 
women march to the theological drumbeat of a new 
directions and dimensions of biblical interpretations 
which may well radically alter the Church of Christ of 
the future-for the better" (pages 346-347). 

I am again reminded of the disappointing dilemma 
of the weeping prophet, "Thus saith the Lord, Stand 
ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not 
walk therein." 
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A HABITATION OF GOD THROUGH THE SPIRIT 
(Continued from Page 1) 

truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another fervently" 
(1 Peter 1 :22). Who would affirm that one's "obeying 
the truth" is effected "through the Spirit" that literally 
indwells him? We know that one obeys the truth 
through, or by, the Spirit's influence exerted through, 
or by, the inspired Word of God. The Spirit's only 
influence upon the human heart or conscience is 
through the message of the inspired Word of God, 
and never by direct operation. In like manner we are 
built together for a habitation of God,· Christ and the 
Holy Spirit through the influence exerted by the 
Spirit in the inspired Word of life (John 6:63,68). 
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(Editor's note: This is the first of three articles on the rapture. There is much interest in knowing what 
the New Testament says on the subject, and in what some men are saying about it. Thank you, brother 
Galloway, for sending the manuscripts.) 

What About uThe Rapture?" 
by Joe E. Galloway 

The rapture is a widely accepted denominational 
doctrine. Popular TV and radio evangelists teach this 
idea. Several best-selling religious books deal with 
this subject. Hal Lindsey's book, The Late Great 
Planet Earth, became a Hollywood movie. This book, 
first printed in 1970, was so popular that by 1976 it 
had gone through forty-two printings! 

The result of this blitz of teaching is alarming. The 
news media mentioned the War in the Persian Gulf as 
maybe connected with Armageddon. Many people 
are using the term "the rapture" as if it was a 
commonly known and established future event, but 
the word "rapture" is not in any credible translation 
of the Bible. 

The denominational idea of a coming rapture 
confuses folk and makes it difficult for them to 
understand and accept the truth. It is necessary to 
combat this false teaching before we can begin 
successfully to teach basic Bible truth. Some members 
of the church have accepted the teaching as Biblical. 
Brethren, we must teach the truth on "end times" and 
answer this false doctrine. 

This incorrect view of"the rapture" says that Christ 
will soon appear and take the saved away from the 
earth for a seven-year rapture. leaving the unsaved on 
the earth to suffer. Most of us have read articles or 
heard hair-raising stories on what these people say 
will occur when Christ raptures the saved. 

The anecdotes tell of men waking up and finding 
their wives and children mysteriously gone. Others, at 
work, abruptly disappear from their machines and 
desks. Drivers and pilots suddenly vanish, causing 
crippling crashes. 

Those not raptured panic, not knowing what has 
happened. The phone lines are jammed as people call 
the police, the newspaper office, the radio station. 
Disorder is rampant. Finally, some slowly realize the 
"rapture" has taken place, and they, not ready, were 
left behind. Meanwhile, the saved have inexpressible 
bliss. 

TOO NEW TO BE BIBLICAL 

Few people seem to know this unbiblical teaching is 
somewhat new. Although the false doctrine of pre
millennialism has been around for awhile, dispensa
tional premillennialism (from which comes the raptu~e 
idea) is dated from about 1830, beginning with John 
N. Darby and the start of the Plymouth Brethren 
movement. 

One writer claims the two-stage idea of Christ's 
coming commenced with Miss Margaret MacDonald 
in Port Glasgow, Scotland a few years earlier. No one 
can trace it back before the 1800's. This shows the 
doctrine to be unscriptural. It started 1700 years too 
late to be from God! 

THE DISPENSATIONAL PREMILLENNIAL 
THEORY EXPLAINED 

Dispensationalists, generally, teach that all human 
history falls into seven divisions. They disagree on the 
designations and the exact periods covered in the first 
five dispensations, but all agree we are now living in 
the sixth period, called, by them, the Dispensation of 
Grace. They expect the seventh dispensation to last 
one thousand years and call it, The Millennium. 

Most say the Dispensation of Grace will soon end 
with the reputed rapture. The living righteous will be 
caught up to meet Christ in the air to be judged and 
rewarded. The rapture lasts seven years (the "final 
week" of Daniel's prophecy-Daniel 9:27). 

On earth, during this seven-year period, is The 
Great Tribulation. During the first part of this period, 
the Jews in Palestine make a covenant with Antichrist. 
They rebuild the temple, renew its sacrifices, and 
convert many to Judaism. 

In the middle of this seven-year period the Anti
christ breaks covenant with the Jews and demands to 
be worshipped. Multitudes are slaughtered in a great 
persecution. 

After seven years, Christ comes back to earth with 
the raptured saints. Dispensational premillennialists 
call this The Revelation. The battle of Armageddon is 
fought and the Antichrist is destroyed in the war. 

The righteous dead are, at last, remembered and 
resurrected. All the nations are judged. The millennium 
begins. Christ rules the world from earthly Jerusalem, 
sitting on David's literal throne. After the thousand 
years, Satan is loosed for a little while. After Satan's 
last fling, the wicked dead are resurrected and judged 
in "The Great White Throne Judgment." 

A PROOF TEXT 

Teachers of dispensational premillennialism claim 
First Thessalonians teaches their speculation about a 
rapture and tribulation and millennial reign of Jesus 
on earth. uThen we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds. to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
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Lord" (I Thess. 4:17). 
The verse does mention the living saved, along with 

the resurrected saved, caught up to meet the Lord in 
the air, however the passage speaks of what occurs 
after all the dead are raised and judged and says 
nothing of a secret rapture. The passage also indicates 
the redeemed in Hades are resurrected and the saved 
on earth are transformed simultaneously. 

The book of First Thessalonians does not teach a 
clandestine return and rapture but says, "he (Jesus) 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God" 
( 1 Thess. 4: 16). This is one of the noisiest verses in the 
Bible! The verse says, "the dead in Christ shall rise 
first." 

Verse 17 says the saved of earth shall, with the 
sainted dead, be caught up "in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord." The word "so," most people know, is an 
adverb of manner, and means "in this manner," that 
is, "in the air," shall we ever be with the Lord. 

The rapture notion teaches, instead, that only the 
living righteous will be caught up in the air to be with 
Christ for seven years. Then they are to return to 
earth with him in The Revelation. 

The advocates of a covert coming of Christ and the 
rapture say the Bible pictures the final coming of 
Jesus as like a thief. So, they think, he will sneak in 
and snatch the saved from the earth secretly, like a 
thief doing his work. 

The Bible does not teach the act of Christ's coming 
to be as a thief, but says "the day" comes like a thief in 
the night (I Thess. 5:2). This· does not teach that 
Christ will be sneaking in and out but shows we 
cannot know when Christ is coming. 

[More to follow in the next issue of the Firm 
Foundation.] 

218 Pinecrest Drive 
Greensvi/le, TN 37743 

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE ... 

ARK-LA-MISS BIBLE LECTURESHIP 
Conducted By: CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Mer Rouge Road • P. 0. Box 34 • Bastrop, Louisiana 71221 • 318/281-4959 

JULY 18-20, 1991 
THEME: IS THERE ANYTHING NEW IN RELIGION? 
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Thursday-July 18 
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2:00p.m. 
3:00p.m. 
3:45p.m. 
7:30p.m. 

Friday-July 19 
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THE BARBARIANS HAVE ARRIVED 
by Don Glover 

The cult of intimacy conceals a growing 
despair of finding it. -Christopher Lasch 

In case you haven't noticed, the Barbarians have 
arrived. They swarm us from pulpit and pew. They 
encircle us with tripe, fluff, and bad taste. They send 
forth the word that if we protest, we are unchristian. 
They depart, dispense, disparage, and dare us to say 
nay. They lie in wait to pounce on our negativism, our 
"old .paths" mentality. A single protest triggers a 
chain reaction reminding them of everything negative 
they've ever encountered in the church since they were 
munching cookies and gulping down Kool-Aid at 
VBS. If you're over 35 (and even if you aren't), some 
of them sweetly suggest that you've been left behind. 
"Progressives" won't stand for "moss-backism." 

GO ALONG 

The late, colorful Speaker of the U. S. House of 
Representatives, the Honorable Sam Rayburn, from 
Texas, is reported to have routinely said to incoming 
congressmen: "Those who go along, get along." Thus 
do I now advise you. Here's what you have to do to go 
along-the rites of passage into the fraternity of the 
new kids on the block (or the old kids on the block, 
revisited). Mine is a manual on a constantly emerging 
agenda among churches of Christ. To learn how to go 
along so that you can get along, you need scrupulously 
to follow my recommendations. 

GET INTO GIDDINESS 

For starters, don't worry about exchanging the 
"illumination of the Spirit for the giddiness of the 
head" (Edward Gibbon). Clap your hands at worship! 
(While you're at it, give Jesus a "hand clap." Doesn't 
he deserve it?) Petition God as "Daddy" or even 
"Pop." Sing "Happy Birthday to You!" at baptism. 
Smile as though an over zealous cosmetic surgeon 
had left you with an eternal smile. Let no occurrence 
in life (trouble, sorrow, illness, death) remove that 
serene look from your countenance. 

Welcome noise and commotion: people strolling up 
and down aisles, filing in and out of the assembly
it's all OK. In promoting family togetherness, shut 
down the nursery; haul babies into the auditorium 
(aren't the darlings cute with car keys?); let them 
scream; pretend it doesn't matter. 

Burst into singing during the Lord's Supper. Once 
considered a worthy spiritual discipline, silence before 
God is not only uncomfortable but unprofitable in a 
world where people thrive on 

"knowledge of motion, but not of stillness 
Knowledge of speech, but not of silence" 

-T.S. Eliot 
People simply aren't used to it; their minds wander. 

The next thing you know, they'll be thinking of 
lunch. Besides, silence looks as though nothing is 
going on. Isn't worship supposed to be entertainment? 

Trash tradition. Isn't all tradition bad? Pull out 
that old chestnut about three songs and a prayer. Join 
those who say that one opinion is as good as another, 
secretly believing, of course, that their opinion, even 
when it represents a harsh break with both the past 
and good taste, is infinitely better. Besides, what's 
good taste? 

Forget your Sunday best. Wear Levis and running 
shoes. Dare someone to find a scripture that forbids 
it. Let an assembly leader mandate that worshippers 
twist themselves around pews so that they gaze into 
the eyes of one another as they howl, "How Great 
Thou Art." It's the least we can do for self-esteem. 

Let whoever is perched in front of the assembly 
greet the congregation with a rousing. "Goooood 
morning!" while demanding that they parrot back, 
"Goooood morning!" Let him demand retakes if they 
don't respond effusively. 

Make Leo Buscaglia blush; plunge into love 
expression with the zeal of an astrologer. For 
example, in response to a directive at worship to 
stand up and extend the welcome hand (a growing 
practice these days), don't just tell the hapless visitor 
you're glad he's there; embarrass the poor soul with a 
delivered-on-cue, "I love you!" Spread this triviali
zation of agape around; believe me, there's a lot to 
spread. Every peacock should have his day in the sun, 
narcissism strutting in the guise of a new idea. 

"It looks as if they believe people can be lured to go 
to church by incessant brightenings. lightnings, 
abridgements, simplifications, and complications of 
the service. And it is probably true that a new, keen 
vicar will usually be able to form within his parish a 
minority who are in favor of his innovations. The 
majority, I believe, never are ... Novelty may fix our 
attention not even on the service but on the celebrant. 
You know what I mean. Try as one may to excuse it, 
the question 'What on earth is he up to now?' will 
intrude. It lays one's devotion to waste. "-C.S. Lewis 

GET INTO "FAMILY" 

Refer to the church almost exclusively as "The 
Family." (Doesn't the New Testament refer to the 
church as "the family [or "house'1 of God''?) It can be 
confusing, of course. I know a man whose family was 
gathered around the dinner table when the phone 
rang. "I'm calling from the hospital," a voice said. "I 
just saw a member of your family wheeled into the 
Emergency Room." Immediately he glanced at his 
table; everyone was there. The dispenser of the 
information sensed his perplexity. "I mean," he 
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snapped , "a member of your congregation!" Obviously 
my friend wasn't up on the incessant use of "fami ly" 
for "church." 

"Family" can open up the stoical, inhibited , and 
repressed in the pews. Demand that those requesting 
congregational prayer confess their s ins, and not in 
some genera l broadside li ke "I haven't been a good 
Christian lately." Oh, no; in a fa mily, that won't d o. 
Families care; they need to know everyth ing. 

Consider the woman who "came forward" in the 
assembly to confess that she had been sleeping with 
one of the deacons. Even though the behavior had not 
previously been known, the preacher, taking her 
scribbled note, read it word for word before a packed 
house. I do not need to tell you that she, and the 
preacher, who handled the matter, had been well 
coached in the spirit of true confession. Never mind 
the consequences; dismiss discretion and even common 
sense. Whatever titillation her confession created , 
whatever doubt it cast upon the local deaconate (and 
their fam ilies) , and whatever humiliation it heaped 
upon the woman herself(and her fami ly) a re, after a ll , 
the price you pay fo r being family. 

"Family" has, in fact, become a magical word. 
What , in these tumultuous times, cou ld be so benign , 
safe, o r reassuring as "family"? The word calls, 
beckons, soothes. 

On the other hand , "church," (a much used word in 
the New Testament to describe God's peop le), is, well, 
churchy. It should be dropped, except for dusty 
studies in a n attic. "Church" raises the ghosts of 
yesteryear- all those things best forgotten: organized 
religion, inscrutable theology, suffocating doctrine 
(unhappy associations with up-and-coming groups). 
You never know when a term like "church" will revive 
images of harsh medieval prelates playing hardball 
with heretics, leather-lung revivalists spewing brim
stone a t the belligerent, and dreary Puritans ha vin g 
no fun. Save yourself from a ll that. If you find the 
unrestrained use of "family" nauseating (li ke the 
crotchety Campbellite who said he fe lt like upc huck
ing every time he heard the word) , look for a chummy 
substitute. 

REACH FOR THE QUICK-FIX 

The church lack ing commitmen t? Reach for dra
conian solutio ns. Instal l an Orwellia n "Big Brother" 
approach to behavior. Make up a label like "Disci piing 
Ministries." Give it an intellectual bent like "The 
Boston M ovement." Refer to people who drift into 
such cults as "idealists, " a nd not as the insecure 
fanatics they often are. Point to "results." Throw in a 
little gnosticism (you don 't have to define it to 
practice it). I mean, "I've got somethin g you don 't 
have. Ha , Ha!" 

The church losing ground? Quick , find a gimmick, 
a panacea , an a ngle for whatever ai ls us. 

Ca ll in the demolition crew. Rip " Church of Christ" 
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from the meeting house, the lawn sign, the stationery, 
the Yellow Pages, even from your vocabulary. Aren't 
we trying to be " unde nominational ' '? (Neve r mind 
that the unacknowledged reason is to escape embar
rassme nt associated with "Church of Christ.") About 
all you'll do is to create someth ing known as "The 
Church-Church." You won't fool the public for long. 
But by the time they have caught on you will have 
changed th e name again , this time to- you guessed 
it- "The Family of God." 

Here it's best to thrott le all serious d iscuss ion of 
"The Name." (The chu rch in the New Testament had 
no "na me," right?) Aside from everything else, dism iss 
any practica l conside ration of ho w potentia l visito rs, 
in Christendom's bewildering maze of churches , can 
find "our" meeting houses. (Of course, t hey might just 
look for a gymnas ium or warehouse with folding 
chairs- straight from the "family-oriented , recrea
tional" school of architectural des ign.) Intell igent 
thought here is a killer; avoid it. 

GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD AND SMILE 

Focus instead on Pos itive Thinking, on P eace of 
Mind , on Go-Ye-Into-All-the-World-and-Smile, on 
God-is-a-Girl, o n World P eace, on Environme ntal 
Waste, on the Kille r Wha le, on anything except the 
gospel of God's love, grace, and judgment. Preaching 
that, however laudable from a certa in standpoint, 
risks se ri ous misunde rstanding. Lots of people don't 
find the traditional view of Christia nity "exciting": 
Christ , the Savior, cas t a s the Suffering Servant, at 
the head of a band of sufferers- triumphant, even 
cheerful- wh o fo llow in his tra in. It's the stuff about 
suffering that bothers: Not an uplift; not a joyful 
prospect; definitely a downer. 

A word to preac hers: Don 't preach; it simply isn't 
done. Effective modern preachers eschew the whole 
idea of preaching. The best of the m lean fo rward and 
say, " I just want to c hat,"- or better- "share with 
you." Do all the sharing you want. 

Seco nd tip to preache rs: Stay away from the scary 
stuff in the New T esta ment, and never, never use fea r 
to motivate. After a ll , wha t's to fear? Delving into 
that subject, howeve r ba lanced by the love of God , 
however stated within the framework of the Saving 
Christ , ho wever lovingly " shared ," will send fun folks 
scampering fo r ha ppier trails. 

Instead , cultivate the co ncept of t he "God within. " 
(For a va riety of reasons, you will find th a t "H oly 
Sp irit" is even better.) Besides being popular in an 
"OK world ," the concept is seductive. Pa y no a ttention 
to the cra nk who sa id , "T ha t J ones sha ll worship the 
God within him tu r ns out ultima tely to mean tha t 
J ones sha ll worship J ones" (G.K. C hese rton); a nd to 
anothe r a larmist who wrote, "The step fro m the In ner 
Light to the Ou ter D a rkness is a sma ll one" (J .S. 
Wha le) . What d o th ey know? If yo u must choose 
between feeling good a nd being good , by a ll mea ns 



choose ... at any rate, strike a compromise. Don't 
take lightly the evidence that people who embrace a 
feel-good religion are more likely to support the 
church budget, not a minor consideration in these 
days of money worries. 

So it all comes down to this: Bring people together 
even if you have to resort to artificiality and fluff. 
Remember, we're doing it all for Jesus. It may not be 
natural, but with a little training, we can ape the 
Pentecostals, the Children of God of the Reverend 
Moon, and the effervescent Robert Schuller, all at 
once. Meanwhile, with no trouble at all, we can 
create a down-home-Chuck-Wagon-Gang atmosphere 
smack-dab in the assembly. 

Pump "excitement" and ''entertainment" into public 
worship. Save our assemblies-even our movement
from boredom. Make us "competitive." Survey the 
possibilities; try lots of things. Trust me, contrary to 
what some believers think, these things are surprisingly 
easy to do. 

What's hard is Christianity. 
Forsythe Avenue Church of Christ 

2101 Forsythe Avenue 
Monroe, LA 71201 

A Pattern 
For Preachers 

by Michael Gifford 

In Acts 20 we learn of Paul's meeting with the 
elders of Ephesus. Frequently we look at this account 
to glean truths concerning the work of elders. We also 
can unearth timeless lessons about the life and work 
of the Gospel preacher from verses I 8 through 27. 

The preacher must be consistent. Paul was of the 
same manner at all seasons (v. 18). Unlike Peter, the 
crowd did not govern Paul's actions (See Galatians 
2). Many modern day preachers seem more concerned 
about pleasing men than serving Christ. 

One experienced preacher spoke of women's passing 
the trays during the Lord's supper, saying he held 
whichever view he had most recently heard defended. 
Others test to see which way the winds are blowing 
and then adjust their sermons to fit the desires of the 
majority. Paul stood for right even if he was the only 
one in the midst of a multitude who was upholding 
truth. He was unchanging in teaching God's Word. 

"Preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 
teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Verse 19 shows three other traits of Paul as a 
preacher. They are service ("serving the Lord''), 
humility ("with all humility of mind'') and compassion 
("and with many tears''). The preacher whose life is 
void of these traits will soon die on the vine as the 
congregation tires of his self-serving ways and lack of 
concern for others. 

Verse 19 also shows that a preacher must endure 
temptations. Neither his position nor his multiplied 
hours of study make the preacher invulnerable to 
Satan's fiery darts. "Wherefore let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall" (I Cor. 10:12). The 
congregation should realize this and allow the 
preacher sufficient time for personal spiritual growth. 

The passage also covers the content and the method 
of preaching (vv. 20,26,27). Regarding content, the 
preacher must speak "the whole counsel of God." 
Paul preached "all the counsel of God" even when it 
offended people-perhaps especially when it offended 
people. 

Paul taught "publicly, and from house to house" (v. 
20). Who can question that the pulpit has suffered 
greatly in this generation? The preacher's study has 
become an office-a place where business is conducted 
during the few hours the preacher is not out with his 
civic club. It is a place where the preacher stops in 
briefly to open his sermon outline book and tear out a 
couple of pages for the coming Sunday. 

The pulpit must regain the power it enjoyed in 
former days. Preachers must insist they have enough 
study time to prepare meaty, Biblically sound 
sermons. Going hand in hand with public preaching is 
private teaching. The preacher who believes that his 
responsibility to evangelize ceases when he leaves the 
pulpit is not like Paul. 

Paul was non-selective in his preaching, going to 
both Jews and Greeks with the Gospel (v. 21). The 
preacher is not at liberty to choose to whom he will 
preach the truth. He is to sow the seed of truth 
without respect of persons (Luke 8:4-15). 

Paul was willing to make any sacrifice for the good 
of the kingdom (vv. 22-24). He knew of the persecu
tions he would face for Christ, yet he refused to allow 
this to move him from his appointed course. Preaching 
is about giving-giving service, loving souls, defending 
truth from a heart of compassion. The preacher 
should be willing to give even his life for the cause of 
the Cross. The preacher who sees his role as a getter 
instead of a giver should repent. 

We need preachers who imitate the pattern we see 
in Paul. P. 0. Box 70384 

Montgomery, AL 70384 

I); 
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A Review of 

''THE 

WORLDLY 
CHURCH'' 

Part IV 

By Earl I. West 
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T he authors of The Worldly Church stress the 
enormity John Locke's influence on the mind of 

Alexander Campbell. This, it appears to me, is far 
stronger an assertion than the merits of the case 
would permit. 

Monte Curti, one of the shining stars in the galaxy 
of scholars in the history of American ideas, recognized 
fully the supreme merits of Locke and the influence of 
his brilliant writings on America in the Revolutionary 
War era and shortly after. We are reminded of Alice 
Baldwin's study of Congregational preaching on the 
eve of the Revolutionary War, when all their pulpits 
were aflame with the incendiary quotations of the 
Bible and of John Locke. 

Professor Curti has pointed out that into the I 9th 
century Locke lost much of his influence in religious 
circles in America. He says, "Although Locke main
tained that reason and experience are confirmed by 
divine revelation, his whole approach paved the way 
for the later and more thorough-going deists." He 
points out that Locke's work, Essay Concerning 
Human Understanding, "fed the springs of deism, 
inasmuch as its plea "'for reliance on sensory experience 
and reflection rather than the innate ideas and the 
mysterious, tended to undermine the traditional 
sanctions of orthodoxy." Curti says that Locke 
anticipated the Unitarians. 

By the middle period of the 19th century when 
Campbell was doing most of his thinking, writing and 
preaching, Locke had faded from the American 
religious scene as an important leader of thought. 
Curti says, "in the forties and fifties (I 840's and 
I 850's), however, the religious writings of Locke no 
longer played a notable role in theological discus
sions ... " He states the case that in I 8 I 7 a British 
visitor to a New York book dealer found the religious 
writings of John Locke "practically unknown." 

True enough, Professor Curti's viewpoints would 
not necessarily mean that Campbell was not influenced 
to some extent by Locke. It only means that the 
proportion of this influence can be overstated. I 
believe it is. 

Moreover, the authors of The Worldly Church are 
again highly selective in their material without giving 
due consideration to opposing viewpoints. 

In the 1940's I took a seminar under Dr. Frederick 
Kershner at the Butler University School of Religion 
in Indianapolis. The aging and blind Dr. Kershner 
had been educated at the feet of J. W. McGarvey at 
the old College of the Bible in Lexington, K Y, and 
had gone on to be one of the ripest scholars among 
the Disciples of Christ. He was one of the editors of 
the Christian Evangelist and had served as Dean of 
the School of Religion. 

Dr. Kershner's seminar was on Thomas Reid, the 
founder of the "Common Sense" philosophy which in 
its time was a rebuttal to the skepticism of David 
Hume. One of Reid's disciples was Dugald Stewart, 



who was Alexander Campbell's teacher at Glasgow in 
1808-09. Kershner emphasized strongly and repeatedly 
that John Locke's influence on Alexander Campbell 
was exaggerated; that Campbell was far more indebted 
to Reid and the Common Sense School of Philosophy 
than he ever was to John Locke. 

I am not arguing the merits of the case in the battle 
between Reid and Locke. I am only saying that the 
authors of The Worldly Church are much too bold 
and selective in the materials they want to include 
while they reject any merits in the opposing view
points. 

Moreover, there is a feeling expressed in the book 
that some of our brethren have crystallized their 
thinking at a modern given point and so they believe 
that the work of restoration is over, according to the 
charge. It is, of course, not over. There is much of the 
world that still needs to be evangelized. There are 
congregations yet to be established. There is on the 
part of individual Christians considerable spiritual 
growth yet to be realized. The Bible is still a divine 
book with areas of potential understanding that we 
are still reaching out to grasp and clasp it to our 
bosoms and with it reach to greater heights of 
spiritual development. 

One finds absent in our day the deep 
feeling of devotion to the cause of New 

Testament Christianity that other 
generations haue. demonstrated. 

There has never been in the Restoration Movement 
any responsible leader that did not realize this. In 
1841 John T. Johnson, who believed in the restoration 
plea with fervent devotion and whose love for the 
cause of New Testament Christianity seemed bound
less, took knowledge of the Restoration Movement 
and urged brethren onward to a greater grasp and 
realization of its superb and enchanting verities. 

One finds absent in our day the deep feeling of 
devotion to the cause of New Testament Christianity 
that other generations have demonstrated. Aylene 
Raines fed on Tom Payne's Age of Reason in his early 
years and pursued the doctrines of Universalism. 
After his conversion he devoted his life to preaching 
the primitive gospel. He later expressed it to T. J. 
Melish, who had left the church; "For myself, I can 
say, after thirty-two years experience, that I find the 
system called the Reformation all that I could 
desire-a feast of fat things, made for all people-a 
feast of wine on the lees well refined-its words not 
fossilized, as Russell says, in the forms of eighteen 
centuries, but living and powerful-mighty through 
God, to the pulling down of strong holds." 

Shortly before his death in 1857, John T. Johnson 
looked around at a brotherhood in which he took 
great pride. "Taking a bird's eye view of the field 

· before us, what most prominently strikes the eye? 

Congregations have sprung up as if by enchantment, 
the land has been dotted over with houses of worship, 
evangelists have been sustained in the field beyond 
any former example; schools, male and female, and 
colleges are rising in every direction." 

It is difficult to imagine all this was done by a 
people who possessed an "arid, rational legalism" 
which was the fountain from which all our secularism 
originated as we are told in The Worldly Church! 

But no one was more amazed at the brotherhood's 
inner vitality and wide extension than was Heman 
Humphrey, who studied our brotherhood particularly 
after his retirement as President of Amherst College. 
He was amazed at our growth, he said to Alexander 
Campbell in an article in the Millennia/ Harbinger in 
1850. Campbell, indeed, would help him to under
stand. "The real mystery of our success." Campbell 
explained, "will be found in the sublime simplicity, 
moral grandeur, and omnipotent energy of the gospel 
facts, precepts, and promises, as they are classified, 
arranged and developed, in our exhibition of original 
Christianity." 

It could just be that the reason we are not growing 
is that we have lost our enthusiasm for a devoted 
"exhibition of original Christianity." 

What course should we follow today? By the end of 
the 19th century the Restoration Movement had 
divided in two parts-the Disciples of Christ on one 
side and the churches of Christ on the other. J. H. 
Garrison of The Christian Evangelist seemed to be 
blaming this condition on David Lipscomb. Lipscomb 
emphatically denied this. As he saw it, Garrison was 
making out of the Restoration Movement a denomi
national church with the goal of uniting all denomi
nations with that particular denomination. Lipscomb 
reflected "Elder Garrison thinks that to bring about 
the conglomeration of denominations into one body 
is to bring about Christian unity. I believe it is the 
greatest hindrance to unity in Christ possible .... 
What he labors for as the greatest blessing, I abhor as 
the greatest curse that can afflict the people of God." 

Lipscomb, perhaps had the key to offer to us. "We 
have done nothing to bring about the present state of 
affairs," he said a century ago. Then, he added: "We 
have sought to remain faithful to God and his word." 

Here is the solemn answer. Here is the challenge. 
Let us all be faithful to God and his word-fully, 
completely, lovingly and tenderly. The motto of the 
U.S. Marine Corp. is semper fidelis-"always faith
ful. n The apostle Paul said, "Be ye steadfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord" (I Cor. 15:58). 

That is the course that will chart us through 
whatever troubled waters may lie ahead. 

3011 W oodshore Court 
Indianapolis, IN 46032 
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The Fable of the Preacher Who Flew His 
Kite, but Not Because He Wanted to 

By George Ade, 1899 

Revised by Dan Flournoy 

A certain preacher began to suspect that he was not 
making a hit with his congregation. Folks did not 
seem inclined to seek him out after services to tell him 
how sweetly he preached. He suspected they were 
knocking him behind his back. 

The preacher knew there must be something wrong 
with his lessons. He had been trying to expound the 
Scriptures in a straightforward manner, using common 
illustrations and generally flying low along the 
intellectual plane of the aggregation that "chipped in" 
to pay his salary. 

But the pew-sitters were not tickled. They could 
understand everything he said, and they began to 
think he was ordinary. So he decided that if he 
wanted to win them and make everybody believe he 
was a fashionable and first-rate preacher he would 
have to hand out a little guff. He fixed it up good and 
plenty. 

On the following Sunday morning he read a text 
that didn't mean anything, read from either direction, 
and then he sized up the flock with a dreamy eye and 
said: "We cannot more adequately voice the poetry 
and mysticism of our text than in those familiar lines 
of the great Icelandic poet, Ikon Navrojk:" 

To hold is not to have
Under the seared Firmament, 
Where Chaos sweeps, and Vast Futurity 
Sneers at these puny aspirations
There is the full reprisal. 

When he concluded this extract from the "well
known" poet, the preacher looked downward, breath
ing heavily through his nose, like Rocky after the fifth 
round. 

A stout woman near the front put on her eyeglasses 
and leaned forward so as not to miss anything. The 
venerable insurance salesman over at the right nodded 
his head solemnly. He seemed to recognize the 
quotation. Members of the congregation glanced at 
one another as if to say: "This is certainly hot stuff!" 

After wiping his brow, the preacher grabbed a 
rhetorical Roman Candle in each hand and you could 
not see him for the sparks. He quoted copiously from 
the great theologian Beltmon to prove the extreme 
error of the position assumed in the controversy by 
the famous Tilluck. He had them going, and there 
wasn't a thing to it! Following a discussion of the 
learned Italian, Polenta, he quoted a few lines of 
Greek and said: "How true this is." 
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No one batted an eye. This seemed to be the cue to 
lower his voice to a whisper and talk about the birds 
and the flowers. He even shed a few tears. 

After the last "Amen," he knew that he was a hit. 
The stout lady could not control her feelings when she 
told how much the sermon had helped her. In fact, 
everyone said the sermon was wonderful. Meanwhile 
the preacher waited for someone to ask about 
Polenta, Beltmon, Tilluck or Navrojk. No one had 
the gumption to step up and confess his ignorance of 
these celebrities. 

Perceiving that they would stand for anything, the 
preacher knew what to do after that. 

MORAL: "For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but having itching ears, 
will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; 
and will turn away their ears from the truth, and turn 
aside unto fables" (2 Timothy 4:3,4). 
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Yorba Linda, CA 92689 
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Why Oppose Denominationalism? 

"It is as important for gospel 
preachers to stand uncompromisingly 
against error as. it is for them to stand 
for truth." Those were the opening 
words of Granville W. Tyler's article 
titled, Why Oppose Denominational
ism, April, 1940. Brother Tyler's 
article is as timely now as it was fifty
one years ago. So, I want to share 
excerpts with you. 

Brother Tyler reported, "Denomina
tionalism is a term used to describe 
modern Christianity divided as it is 
into parties (more than two hundred 
in America) with their distinctive 
names, creeds, and practices. Sectar
ianism means divisions, factions and 
parties." 

"The term describes, for example, 
the Lutheran Church, the Presbyterian 
Church. the Baptist Church, the 
Methodist Church. All started hun
dreds of years after the days of the 
apostles, and all have conflicting 
doctrines and practices. Their teaching 
is in addition to and different from 
the Bible." 

The writing and preaching fifty 
years ago was not a-busive, but it was 
plain and to the point. This was the 
period when the church grew fastest 
in modern times. 

Brother Tyler affirmed Denomina
tionalism must be opposed because, 
It Is Without Scriptural Authority 

"Begin with the first word of the 
New Testament, read it through. You 
will find the Bible to be as silent as the 
tomb regarding modern denomina
tions-not one scripture even vaguely 
sanctions them. Many leaders in these 
bodies lay no claim to scriptural 
authority for their names or distinctive 
practices but contend teaching and 
usage are non-essentials and left to 
man's choosing." 

"Read Peter's words, Seeing that 
his divine power hath granted unto us 
all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness through the knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory 
and virtue' (2 Peter I :3). Therefore. if 
one accepts anything in religion that 
is not 'granted through his divine 
power' it does not pertain unto life or 
godliness and he forfeits his right to 
the 'precious and exceeding great 
promises' (verse 4). To please God 

by Howard R. Horton 

one must be content with the pro
visions of God's word (Read 2 John 9; 
Revelations 22: 18-19)." 

Brother Tyler knew Denomination
alism has neither place, nor support in 
the Scriptures. Plus, the quotation 
printed in a public paper shows 
Brother Tyler had no problem with 
openly revealing the sandy foundation 
of Denominationalism. 

Brother Tyler's second point is, 
It Violates Bible Teaching on Unity 

"In John 17:20-21 Jesus prayed 
fervently that all who believe on him 
through the words of his disciples 
might be one, as he and the Father are 
one. In view of this prayer, is it not 
strange that sectarians in their prayers 
thank God for all the denominations
religious division? Paul takes up the 
plea of his master and urges that all 
speak the same thing, that there be no 
divisions, but that ye be perfected 
together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment' (I Cor. 1: 10-13)." 

"In Ephesians 4:1-6 the inspired 
writer tells Christians to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. He points out there is one body 
(church), one Spirit, one hope, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism and 
one God." 

"Leaders in the denominations claim 
that this unity cannot be realized. 
They say we cannot understand alike 
and that every man had a right to 
choose the church best suited to his 
own reasoning. Many seem to think 
that agreeing to disagree is unity; it 
may be in some sense union, but it is 
not Bible unity. Our action and 
attitude toward those who sponsor 
division contrary to the doctrine show 
the danger of it; we are to 'mark. and 
turn away from them' (Rom. 16:17). 
We should reject man's ideas and 
standards and accept wholeheartedly 
the Bible on unity and everything 
else." 

The Tyler statement is clear as 
a bell. There can be no Biblical unity 
where there is not complete com
pliance with the New Testament. 
Where the Bible is strictly followed 
unity necessarily results. since the 
Bible is true and without contra
diction. 

Brother Tyler continues ... Why 

Oppose Denominationalism?" 
It Belittles the Lord's Church 

"Much said in the Bible regarding 
the church is completely ignored by 
the denominational world. In apostolic 
days every saved man was a member 
of the church; when a man becomes 
'such as should be saved' the Lord 
adds him to his church (Acts 2:47)." 

"The commonly accepted idea today 
is that one church is just as good as 
another because the church has 
nothing to do with the saving of one, 
anyway. Without controversy one 
denomination is just as good as 
another, but God is not responsible 
for the existence of any of them. They 
are man made, man named and man 
maintained. No denomination is as 
good as the church Jesus built." 

"It is not right to belittle the Lord's 
church by putting it on equal footing 
with denominations. Christ built the 
church (Matt. 16: 18); he did not build 
a non-essential institution. He bought 
it with his blood (Acts 20:28). It must 
have great value. The church is Christ's 
bride (Eph. 5:22-30). It reflects badly 
on Christ to say that there is nothing 
to his bride. His church is his body 
(Eph. 1 :22-23); to be in him one must 
be in his body (Eph. 5:30). Christ is 
not only the head of his body but is 
also its savior (Eph. 5:23). No wonder 
the Bible calls the church a glorious 
institution. Christ built it, bought it, 
directs it. is savior of it. and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it." 

His last point is Why Oppose 
Denominationalism? 
It Teaches Pardon Short of 
Scriptural Conditions 

"Just before Jesus left his apostles, 
he gave them the great commission 
(Mark 16:15-16). Belief and baptism 
are conditions of pardon. This instruc
tion was faithfully followed by the 
apostles in their work, as the book of 
Acts records. They required faith, 
repentance. and baptism unto remis
sion of sins (Acts 2:38}." 

"Most denominations say one is 
saved by faith only. The Bible says a 
man is justified by works and not by 
faith only (James 2:24). Contrast this 
idea-he that believeth is saved and 
should be baptized-with Christ's 
words-he that believeth and is 
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baptized shall be saved (Mark 
16: 16)." 

"The faith that obeys God saves 
man, for without works faith is 
dead (James 2:20). That one must 
rejoice and feel that God for 
Christ's sake has pardoned his sins 
before baptism is a cardinal teach
ing of denominationalism. Every 
place in the New Testament where 
baptism and salvation are men
tioned, baptism always comes 
first. Never, in Bible cases of 
conversions, did rejoicing and 
good feelings preceed baptism 
(Acts 2:38; 8:38-39; 16:31-34; 
22: 16). To reverse the order is to 
pervert God's way." 

What do you think? Did Brother 
Tyler preach the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth? If the 
church of Christ grows the way 
God would have it to grow, we 
must teach in this manner. 

J. D. Tant wrote a short article 
entitled, Who Are the Cowards? 
(Firm Foundation, October 14, 
1947). 

You will find the Bible to be 
assUentastheton1bregarding 

n1odern denon1inations! 

"Most of our churches today 
are under the control of our Bible 
colleges. The college makes the 
preacher and the preacher rules 
the elders, and our elders are fast 
becoming a set of moral cowards 
without courage enough to rule 
the church of God. As long as our 
Bible colleges turn out preachers 
to entertain the sects, and as long 
as our elders are under control of 
the preachers, not only will they 
apologize for a man's preaching 
the gospel but will sidetrack that 
kind of preacher and ask to 
standardize the church." 

912 E. Teresa 
Sapulpa, 0 K 74066 

(Editor's note: Thank you, brother 
Horton, for letting us hear these 
voices from the past, and 11take a 
little stroll down memory lane"
Dobbs.) 
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LO VB LETTERS 
By Bill Haberman 

One of the current attacks on divine truth assaults 
the historic approach of reasonably understanding 
the Bible. (Michael Wilson Casey, The Development 
of Necessary Inference in the Hermeneutics of the 
Disciples of Christ/ Church of Christ [Pittsburgh: 
University of Pittsburgh, 1986] 389.) Naturally those 
wishing to maintain error attack reason because truth 
is reasonable. If you cannot walk through a wall, walk 
around it. 

They try to walk around Bible truths by denying 
that the Bible presents propositional truth. With no 
presented proposition in the Bible, there is no reason. 
Many passages affirm reason and the scriptures, (e.g., 
Acts 17:2; 18:19, etc.). Notwithstanding this, those of 
the so called "scholarship movement" teach that the 
Bible does not present propositions. 

One might think of a proposit-ion like a thesis that 
your English teacher used to ask for in an essay. The 
word divides into two parts, I )the prefix "pro" and 
2) "position". "Position" is a stand taken. And here 
the "pro" means favoring, supporting, championing, 
as in pro-American, pro-family, or pro-life." (Web
ster$ Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary [Springfield, 
Mass.: Merriam-Webster Inc., 1984] 937.) 

When they object to propositional truth in the 
Bible, they are in fact against championing from the 
word a position, a stand, i.e., truth. If one cannot 
champion a stand from the Bible, one has no Biblical 
doctrine, dogmatics, truth (in any substantive sense), 
basis of fellowship, etc. The Bible in this is in no way 
the guide. They must find their "truth" (pro -
positions) somewhere else, i.e., forget the Bible. 

One of their targets against propositional truth is 
found in their description of the Bible as a "love 
letter". (Tulsa World, "Minister Teaches Simplicity in 
Faith," by Carolyn Jenkins, [article concerning Max 
Lucado], March 12, 1989). "Love Letters" in their 
jargon means a genre of literature not intended to give 
any patterns for Christianity. The Bible supposedly 
gives us some insight into the fact that God loves us 
and we should therefore love him in return. 

They attempt in this to take the word out of the 
arena of reason and place it in the heart of emotional 
subjectivism. In this mind set they talk of the "Jesus 
experience" of the '"word event." They advocate that 
the Bible functions merely to stimulate an emotive 
reaction, love. In this context they declare the Bible a 
"love letter." 

THE NATURE OF LANGUAGE 

"We find generally three types of language
emotive, directive, and informative." (S. Morris 
Engel, With Good Reason [N.Y.: St. Martin's Press, 
1982] 37.) (One may define other subdivisions, but all 

language can be placed under these three.) While 
these explain the purpose of the language under 
consideration, they do not alter the nature of language 
itself. These categories describe different types of 
language. Each is still language. 

Whether language is emotive, directive, or infor
mative, it intends to communicate something. (We 
can also communicate non-linguistically, but we 
speak here of the intent of language.) One may seek to 
communicate a truth or a lie. Intending to send an 
idea (in one of the three purposes) from one person to 
another person, one employs the tool of language. 

Whether language is emotive (there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth), directive (repent and be 
baptized for the remission of sins), or informative 
(God gave His Son that those who believe on Him 
should not perish), language conveys ideas enclosed 
in propositional declarations. In the first example the 
emotive language no doubt intends to cause informed 
fear. But that communication of the emotive idea is 
bundled up in the proposition "there is a place where 
there is wailing and gnashing of teeth." (Although 
that is not stated in categorical form, it is a 
proposition.) 

The second example holds directive language which 
is also propositional. The proposition states that 
repentance and baptism are things to be done for 
remission of sins. The last example contains infor
mative language propositionally understood. God is 
the one who gave His Son. While we may find other 
propositions from these statements, these propositions 
expose the truth that all language is propositional and 
so understood. 

If an idea goes from one person to another person, 
it travels there by way of propositions. All men being 
reasonable think propositionally. If something is, it is. 
This is called the first law of thought (Irving M. Copi, 
Introduction to Logic [N.Y.: MacMillian Publishing 
Co., 1972] 284). It is always propositionally presented 
because it is prima facie propositional and proposi
tional in functional reality. 

I hold forth the challenge for anyone to present any 
language-non-gibberish-emotive, directive, or 
informative, that is not presented propositionally. No 
one has yet met the challenge. Beyond that no one has 
tried to present such. Propositional communication is 
the nature of language. 

THE BIBLE AS LANGUAGE 
THEREFORE PROVES PROPOSITIONAL 

The Bible as God's (person one) communication to 
man (person two) is received propositionally. God did 
not present His communication in language so that 
we should receive it outside of the nature of language. 
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If God did not intend us to receive his communication 
in the nature of language, why did he deliver it in 
language? 

More pointedly, why is God not implicitly a liar? 
He would be a dece iver in the use of language. 
Further if he had told us in the Bible not to under
stand it in the nature of language, we could not have 
understood the fact that he had so instructed . That 
fact is a propositional instruction, or pattern, while 
the Bible is purported to be me rely a "love letter" and 
not propositional. God might as well have tried to say 
this white book is black. This "love letter" mind set is 
nonsensical and attacks the honesty of God. 

THE FORM OF LANGUAGE 

With the nature of language in mind , return to 
consideration of their "form" ana lysis. The argument 
against the traditional understanding of the text 
teaches that we have misunderstood the "form" of 
Biblical language in the traditional understanding and 
interpretation of the Bible. It is a "love letter" and not 
propositional. We then err in coming to dogmatic 
conclusions from propositional analysis of the word. 

This argument exemplifies what the logician would 
call the gobbledygook and jargon fallacy (A.M. 
Tibbetts, The Straregies of Rhetoric [Dallas: Scott, 
Foresma n and Company, 1969] 257). This occurs here 
when jargon is used to win the argument and mask 
the fact that little or no thinking has taken place. 
Their jargonizing use of "love letter" is the core of the 
problem. (Not all jargon is bad , but so me is falla
ciously used as here.) 

Upon consideration they clearly have done little or 
no thinking about the nature of language as above. 
They simply declare (ipse dixir) the scriptures "love 
letter." It sound s good; it sounds as if they have 
thought about it; and it so und s Biblica l, when in fact 
they just created jargon for co nnotati ve effect and 
naming their a priori fantasy. 

One ex poses this type of fallacy by examining the 
jargon used. We could equivocate and say love means 
keeping God 's commandments, but that is not the 
way they use this, even though it does show their lack 
of understanding of the ramifications of Biblica l love. 
"Love lette rs" is not the Bible love and should be 
answered in context as their jargon and not by our 
committing the fallacy of equivocation or context 
fallacy. We need to be reasonable and avoid fallacy 
lest we give them cause to blaspheme the truth. They 
say the Bible is a "love letter." Does that mean that it 
is not propositional? 

Consider a so ldier's se nding home a love letter to a 
girl. " I sure do miss yo u. It is so lonely here. You 
have a way of filling time so that I am not as lonely 
a s I would be if I did not know you will be there 
when I come home." etc. 

That letter carries hi s ideas to th e girl in language. 
Every idea she gets in that love lette r is propositionally 

16 11761 June IOQI 
FIRM FOUNDATION 

understood. True, she may gain an emotional rea ction 
to it. But the emotions of the love letter are spa rked 
by the propositional understanding of the language. 

That is a very clinical analysis and not ro mantic, 
but it is the fact. Some could do a better job of 
romance by word usage, but no one could ma ke 
romance out of"You have a banana nose, knot knees, 
a nd bad breath." It is propositionally und erstood. 

This would fall under the challenge before given. 
Where is the love letter that is not propositional in 
nature? It is language. 

Mark 12:13 says," And they send unto him certa in 
of the Pharisees a nd of the H erodia ns, to catch him in 
his words." Notice in the King James Version the 
" his" appears in italics. The ed itors supplied it 
thinking it conveyed the meaning, but it is not found 
in the original Greek. They were intending to trap 
Jesus in words. Words are powerful tools. We need to 
understa nd the words and how they are being used. 

It is a common too l of the pseudo-intellectual to 
jargon his way to success hiding false doctrine under 
that cover. "Love letters" a re language, and language 
is propos itional. Even using their jargon the Bible 
must be propositional. 

Abraham Lincoln once was reported to have asked 
a cabinet member, "What is a three-legged dog?" The 
member did not know. Several names were suggested. 
Lincoln sa id, "No, it's a dog; a dog is a dog no matter 
what you call it." The Bible is language even if it is 
called a " love letter." As language, it is propos itional. 

THE FACT OF LANGUAGE 

One of the great defenders of the truth is the Bible 
itself. It speaks for itself in its very existence. The 
question in point is, " Where did these proponents of 
love letters' genre find their primary proposition?" 

Their basic proposition reads, "The Bible is love 
letters. " As discussed above, they could not have 
found this in the Bible because their own doctrine 
teaches that the Bible is not propos itional, and this is 
a proposition. Where did they find their primary 
proposition? 

Did God give it to them directly? If yes, the n God 
told them of the love, and the Bible is superfluous. 
They have what they need directly from God. They 
know directly God and the fact of His love. They have 
what they need before they open the Bible to examine 
it in the supposed correct form. They should throw 
their Bibles in the trash and get them out of the way. 

But if they object to that inference from the yes, 
they st ill have a problem. They have to affirm then 
that there remains something in the text that is 
knowable a nd necessa ry to be known beyond God 
loves us. What is it? As soon as they answer that 
question , their language of explanation has extra
polated a proposition from the word, and they have 
functionally denied their doctrine. 

For example, if they know God lo ves us directly 
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but also affirm the Bible shows us that we should love 
Jesus, they are trapped in their own false doctrine. 
The fact that Jesus is one who should be loved is a 
proposition. They found that proposition in the Bible 
and therefore have implicitly said that the Bible is 
propositional. 

The same would be true for anything that they say 
the Bible teaches us. For those who take this 
explanation of divine enlightenment, there is a two
edged dilemma at this point. Either the Bible is 
superfluous, or it is propositional. 

As above explained, they cannot go to the Bible to 
prove the proposition that the Bible is not propo
sitional. There is one other possibility to answer the 
primary question of "Where did they discover the 
proposition that the Bible is a 'love letter'?" It could 
have come (I think it did) out of their own imagina
tion. This can be called many things, a priori thought, 
dialectic thought, subjectivism, Platonic thought, 
N eoplatonism, etc. 

One of the great defenders of the 
truth is the Bible. It speaks 

for itself in its very existence. 

It boils down to this. They 1) starting from 
themselves, 2) placed some ideas and words in 
juxtaposition, and 3) came up with a theory. They 
now 4) proceed to force the Bible to conform to their 
theory, and the Bible is subjected to their theory-to 
them (rather than the correct opposite approach). 
(Does that sound like the evolutionary approach to 
science? They hold the same philosophic presumptive 
base. The same is found in the modern judicial 
system.) 

The primary question of"Where did the proposition 
that the Bible is 'love letters' come from" directs us to 
three possible conclusions, I) the Bible is super
fluous; 2) the Bible is a book that conforms to men; 
or 3) the Bible is propositional. 

The conclusion of the matter is clear. The propo
nents of the "love letter" form theory are wrong. They 
are described in Biblical terms as "wolves in sheep's 
clothing." They have a hidden agenda. They are not 
concerned about the truth but opposed to the 
conclusions of the Biblical pattern (no doubt there are 
some who are just misled. but I speak of the class). 

They attack the truth by striking reason from the 
scriptures. The Bible teaches a reasonable exclusive
ness, based upon reasonable doctrine, reasonable 
dogmatics. Paul calls this the "common faith" (Titus 
I :4). Beware of those who would direct you away 
from the nature, form. and fact of the Biblical 
language. P.O. Box 477 

Buras, LA 77041 
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CARNIVALS 
By Lindell Mitchell 
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SOME MONTHS AGO THE 
associate ed itor of the Firm 

Foundation approached me about 
reviewing a paper arguing that 
chu rches need additional " festi
va ls" to be effective. The author 
of the paper attempted to produce 
a valid rationale fo r introducing a 
series of fest ivals at the Highland 
church in Abilene, Texas. 

I accepted the assignment with 
some hesitation. I don't consider 
myself the "Bull of the Woods" in 
the Lord's church. Further, I ini
tially thought, don't we com
monly accept "special days" as 
part of our practice. Isn 't that 
what Gospel Meetings, Lecture
ships, Mission Emphasis Work
shop, Vacation Bible School, etc. 
are? However, after reading Lynn 
Anderson's paper entitled, "Of 
Festivals, Fami lies and Faith," I 
was alarmed. What he proposed 
was much more than having t imes 
of special emphasis on evangelistic 
outreach or Bib le stud y. 

One might wonder why any
th ing taking place at the H igh
land church would concern me. 
Remember this congregation is 
home to the Herald of Truth and 
UpReach, each of which is a n 
influential medium of communica
tion. It also se rves as the church 
home for large numbers of ACU 
students during the ir co ll ege 
careers. T hese facts mean that 
this congregation wields a power
fu l influence across the brother
hood . 

It was shocking to fi nd that 
such wo rk is acceptable in the 
G raduate school at Abilene 
Christian University. More d is
turb ing was that Dr. Royce 
Money was not alone in accepting 
brother Anderson's views. It is 
my understand ing that he was 
a llowed to propagate his position 
via the ACU lect ureship. 

Brother Anderson sought to 
establish a two-tiered justification 
for introducing what he ca lls " a 
year of faith-building festiva ls" 
into the life of the H igh land 



church. After surveying several 
developmental studies brother 
Anderson said, "Our bottom line is 
this: Both Biblical teaching and 
current empirical research -com
bine with historical religious 
experiences to confirm that one of 
the most important ingredients in 
faith development is the nature 
and quality of the Community of 
Faith which provides the nurtur
ing context." 

He further noted that" ... among 
the People of God Festivals of 
varying significance, length and 
format played major roles." He 
cited five functions of Biblical 
festivals: 
(I) Celebration and Worship; 
(2) Shaping and nurturing faith; 
(3) Developing a sense of belong-

ing; 

(4) Preserving the "Faith History"; 
(5) Stimulating inter-generational 

relationships. 
After citing several examples of 

Old Testament festivals brother 
Anderson candidly admitted that 
the New Testament festivals were 
not so clearly shaped out as in the 
Old Testament. (I call that a 
colossal understatement!) He said 
New Testament Festivals tend 
more toward abstract spiritual 
significance. Then he graciously 
told us, " ... they must not be 
distorted into 'tests of orthodoxy' 
(observing 'days, months, seasons, 
and years'), nor as a 'means of 
Grace.'" 

According to brother Anderson, 
"Some of the events which history 
has called 'Rites' may more 
accurately be regarded as 'Fes
tivals.'"The Lord's Supper is called 
a weekly "Festival" involving 
Christians both physically and 
verbally in clarifying their identity 
and re-living their faith history. 
Baptism is said to be a "Festival" 
which involves the physical re
enactment of, and participation in 
our Faith History (Buried and 
Risen with Christ, Romans 6: 1-4) 
and marks a transition to a new 
identity (2 Cor. 5: 17; Gal. 2:20). 

If brother Anderson simply 
wanted to call these Biblical obser
vances "festivals" I would make 
no objection, just so long as we 
observe them as the Bible teaches. 
However, when he proceeds to 
add to what the New Testament 
authorizes there is a serious 
problem. I distinctly remember 
stern warnings about adding to 
the Lord's Word (Rev. 22:18-19). 
Why not stay with the "Festivals" 
God authorized? Are we to believe 
that he is no longer able to 
adequately equip his disciples for 
every good work (2 Tim. 3: 16-17)? 
Is it necessary for Lynn Anderson 
or Lindell Mitchell to modify 
what God has said to make it 
more suitable to this age? 

I assure you that this preacher 
has no desire to tinker with what is 
written, but my erudite brother 
has no such qualms. He boldly 
"generated" a list of what he said 
were transferable ingredients from 
his composite of Biblical Festivals. 
The following "transferable ingre
dients" were listed: 

"Exposition of Scripture (Neh. 
8:10-13) 

Affective learning and experiential 
celebration, through food (Ex. 12: I
I 0; Lev. 27: II; Matt. 26:24-26; I Cor. 
II: 17-23) 

Drama (Ex. 12:11; Lev. 23:40-42; 
Rom. 6: 1-6; Col. 2: 12; Gal. 3:27) 

Music (Lev. 23:23; Neh. 9:27-43) 

Processions (Lev. 23:36-37; Neh. 
9:36-37) 

Rituals (Lev. 23:26-28; Neh. 9:30) 

Writing (Neh. 9) 

Art and costume (colorful vestments 
and instruments) 

Building (Lev. 23:42-43; Neh. 9:29) 

Liturgy (Neh. 12:14, and others) 

Inter-generational experiences (Ex. 
12:26, 14-16; Neh. 9:43) 

Developmental marker events (Ex. 
12: 17) 

Reciting faith history (Ex. 12:25-26; 
Neh. 9) 

Family re-enforcement (Ex. 12: 16) 

Confessions of sin (N eh. 9) 

Celebrative assemblies (Ex. 12: 16) 

Symbolic acts and objects (Ex. 
12:9-11)." 

At the end of this lengthy list 
brother Anderson asks: "Has the 
need of man changed? Has the 
Nature of God changed?" He 
answers, "This writer believes the 
answer to both questions is 'No.'" 
He then asks: "Then would not 
'Festivals' be as helpful for Faith 
Development and Nurturing in 
today's church as they were to the 
Biblical times?" 

Confident of his position, he 
allegedly worked from his list of 
ingredients and found authoriza
tion for the following: 

Leadership Affirmation Sunday 
Christian Journalism Sunday 
Easter 
Mother's Day 
Graduation Sunday 
Bible Times Market Place 
Heritage Sunday 
New parents Sunday 
Thanksgiving 
Christmas. 
The list of "transferable ingre

dients" from which brother 
Anderson built his "Festivals" is 
virtually all lifted from the Old 
Testament. This transference of 
elements between the covenants is 
unjustified. It is no more credible 
than attempting to transfer ele
ments between legal covenants 
during a criminal trial. No judge 
on earth would allow a lawyer to 
build his case on elements taken 
from the legal codes of the Indians, 
Spaniards, The Republic of Texas, 
The Confederacy, and The United 
States. He would insist that the 
case be prosecuted under the 
covenant currently in force. 

If brother Anderson can go back 
to the Old Testament for his 
"festivals" why can't the Methodist 
pastor go there to find justification 
for sprinkling? Why oppose the 
use of mechanical instruments of 
music in worship in denomina
tional churches, when they can go 
to the Old Testament for justifica
tion? If he 'is justified in adopting 
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colorful vestments based on Old 
Testament practice why not build 
an altar on the parking lot and 
start offering animal sacrifices? 
That would certainly afford the 
young people some affective learn
ing! 

We can't go to the Law for our 
"Festivals" or any other practice, 
since " ... the law was our school 
master to bring us unto Christ, 
that we might be justified by faith. 
But after that faith is come, we are 
no longer under a school master" 
(Gal. 3:24b-25). 

No matter how noble his inten
tions or lofty his goals, my brother 
does not have the authority to 
place any living soul back under 
the school master now that Christ 
has come. Even if brother Ander
son had gleaned the elements for 
his "Festivals" from the New 
Covenant he would have erred. 
Jesus said, "If ye love me keep my 
commandments"(John 14:15). He 
did not say, "If you love me put 
the elements of what I have com
manded you into ~ blender and 
mix it at top-speed until it renders 
a concoction that pleases you." 
Nor did he authorize anyone to 
fire up the blender to produce a 
wild-brew suitable to the tastes of 
affluent, self-indulgent, entertain
ment-addicted worldlings. He 
simply said do what I tell you to 
do. 

All who live will face what the 
Lord said in judgment (John 
12:48). It will not be a "Show-N
Tell" affair where we proudly 
display the multi-faceted products 
of our vivid imaginations. It will 
be a time of accounting based 
squarely on our compliance with 
God's gracious provisions (Rev. 
20: 12). 

Failing to find Biblical justifica
tion for his proposal, brother 
Anderson turned to what he called 
"Current Empirical Research" 
attempting to produce rationale 
for his "Festivals." He began by 
citing Westerhoff, who said: "Faith 
is best comprehended as a person's 
frame of reference, as the eyes 
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through which he looks at life 
around him and within him. All 
our beliefs, feelings and actions 
issue from our faith. Our faith in 
turn issues from our life experi
ences. It results from experiences, 
associations, and relationships 
which we can think about, but 
which cannot be produced by 
thinking alone." 

Brother Anderson accepted this 
statement as true. He then pro
ceeded on the assumption that it 
justified the introduction of his 
"Festivals" into the life of God's 
church. The Scriptures tell us 
something quite different. Paul 
said, "So then faith cometh by 
hearing and hearing by the word 
of God" (Rom. 10: 17). 

If Westerhoff and Anderson are 
correct, Paul was in error. It would 
not be possible for a man to obtain 
a copy of the Bible, read it with 
understanding, and obey Divine 
instruction. He would first have to 
attend a few "Festivals" out at the 
gym. He would be required to 
experience several episodes of 
affective-learning with inter-gen
erational interfacing. Only with 
such cognitive input could he hope 
to obtain saving faith. With no 
disrespect for Mr. Westerhoff or 
Lynn Anderson, I must candidly 
say that I prefer the inspired 
apostle's formula to pseudo-intel
lectual trivia. 

Brother Anderson implies that 
recent empirical research demon
strates conclusively that faith 
'grows through stages.' Assuming 
this to be true he reasons, "Inter
generational interfacing in the 
church enables the various stages 
of faith development to nurture 
and affirm one another; else any 
given level could easily lose its 
way." He cites James Fowler's 
"sophisticated and complex Stages 
of Faith," which draw on what he 
calls Erikson's pioneer paradigm 
of human development as a suita
ble framework upon which to base 
"Festivals" for the church. 

According to Mr. Fowler and 
brother Anderson faith is shaped 

"in community" via six stages of 
faith development: Intuitive-Pro
jective Faith (Early Childhood); 
Universalizing Faith (Mid-life and 
beyond). Assuming that Fowler 
was correct Anderson said, 
"Today's church, in an attempt to 
be more effective in faith nurtur
ing, might well look again at both 
the Biblical Festivals and at the 
findings of human research. Both 
confirm that faith is nurtured in 
Communities of Faith, and that 
inter-generational experiences 
meet the Faith-development needs 
of people at various stages of 
development." 

Brother Anderson errs on at 
least three counts. First, it is a 
quantum leap of limitless dimen
sions to jump from saying man's 
faith is best developed in com
munity with others to arguing for 
things like creating a "Bible Times 
Market Place" in the church gym. 
It is an equally astonishing jump 
to leap from saying faith best 
develops in community to saying 
we need a Christmas observance 
complete with a "snowy village, 
nativity scene, elves, Frosty, Santa, 
singing groups and much fantasy." 
Such activities have no Biblical 
justification, and citing all the 
Humanist and sectarian empirical 
research in existence will not pro
duce one shred of justification for 
the practice. Brother Anderson's 
gleefully pointing to the fact that 
the media are usually attracted, 
thus producing serendipitous 
public relations, is irrelevant. 

Second, the Solid Rock of 
"Empirical Research" upon which 
he proposes to build his "House of 
Festivals" is in reality shifting 
sand. Theoretical systems seeking 
to define and explain human per
sonality change along with research 
methodologies. Not only are these 
systems in a constant state of flux, 
but there are always several com
peting theories of human develop
ment at any given item. Of course, 
each of them claims to be valid. 
The theory which is in vogue this 
year may well be discarded by 



virtually all "respectable research
ers" next year. This is partly due 
to the immensely complex nature 
of human personalities and social 
relationships. Human complexity 
has often made a shambles of the 
most sophisticated well thought
out research apparatuses which 
Social Scientists have been able to 
construct. This is true despite their 
being equipped with extremely 
sophisticated statistical tools and 
high-speed computers. Further, 
the theoretical assumptions upon 
which much of the modern fields 
of education and human develop
ment rests are humanistic. Yet this 
is what brother Anderson draws 
on. The assumptions held by many 
"Social Scientists" concerning the 
nature of man are inconsistent 
with Biblical faith. This is not to 
suggest that they have no worth
while insights to share. However, 
it is to say that when one forces a 
shotgun wedding between two 
widely divergent views of man the 
children born to the union are 
destined to be mutants. Why would 
anyone entertain such risks when 
he has the mind of God revealed in 
the Bible? Who better than the 
Creator to articulate what he 
desires in the way of "Festivals"? 

Third, if brother Anderson could 
show that Fowler's "Stages of 
Faith" were valid it would not 
provide justification for introduc
ing any new "Festival" of human 
design into the practice of God's 
church. It would merely authorize 
our keeping those "Festivals" pre
scribed in the Christian covenant. 
It is essential that the Biblical 
"Festivals" be observed in a way 
that addresses the needs of 
Christians at various levels of 
spiritual maturity. However, this 
can be done within the perimeters 
of the "Festivals" commanded by 
the Lord. It is certainly not proper 
to adopt the religious calendar of 
sectarians or devise our own. 

My brother has been careful to 
say," ... the purpose of Festivals is 
not a 'means of Grace,' nor is 
binding 'days, months, seasons and 
years' upon others, but to provide 

experiences which nurture faith and 
honor God in the context of the 
Community of Faith." However, 
despite his disclaimers you have 
the problem of students who 
attended Highland while at ACU 
returning home making highly 
critical remarks about the local 
church. These young people, con
vinced that the "spiritual" way to 
worship is through the Anderson 
approach and enamored with 
elaborate productions, feel they 
can never be content with the 
"plain old Bible teaching" offered 
by less theatrical churches. 

If the church follows brother 
Anderson down this path of will
worship there will be no Scriptural 
ground upon which to stop. We 
will cross the border into the land 
of"Do-Your-Own-Thing" religion 
where the Bible is increasingly 
disregarded in favor of creating 
our own system of worship. 

Some have already crossed into 
the territories of the sectarians. I 
have before me an advertisement 
for a book entitled "Christ in 
Easter: A Family Celebration of 
Holy Week." The publisher says, 
"This book will enable your family 
to experience this Easter joy in a 
new way ... As you see the events 
of Holy Week unfold day by day, 
you will get a fresher sense of the 
mystery and meaning of Easter 
and how it can change your life. 
May the Resurrection life of the 
Lord fill you as you draw closer to 
him this Easter. Happy celebra
tion!" Since the publisher, Nav
Press, is a sectarian publishing 
house there is nothing especially 
surprising in the advertisement 
until you consider who the authors 
are. They are listed in the following 
order: "Chuck Colson, Billy 
Graham, Max Lucado, and Joni 
Eareckson Tada." In the midst of 
prominent sectarians we find our 
own brother Max Lucado helping 
them teach people how to celebrate 
Easter! 

Let the Lord's church reject all 
unauthorized "Festivals" and faith
fully keep that which is written in 
God's word. When Paul said. "Let 

no man therefore judge you in 
meat, or in drink, or in respect of a 
holyday, or of the new moon, or 
of the sabbath days: Which are a 
shadow of things to come; but the 
body is of Christ" (Col. 2: 16-17), 
he was trying to point them to the 
spiritual covenant. He certainly 
wasn't attempting to encourage 
their attachment to the fleshly 
physical festivals to which they 
were accustomed. The church 
cannot enhance spirituality by 
attending one of brother Ander
son's carnivals. Such practices 
must not be allowed to corrupt the 
purity of God's ancient church. 

P. 0. Box411 
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Woman's Page 

WAYS AND MIENS OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN 

(Editorial Note: Irene Tay lor is a busy mother and 
p. w. [that is preacher's wife, not prisoner of war]. She 
and her husband, brother R obert Taylor, have lived 
in Ripley, Tennessee for several years; they are widely 
known and greatly appreciated among Christians in 
many states-Charline Sexton, Woman 's Page editor.) 

The gift of life is a precious gift. From the 
beginning of time when God breathed life into the 
first man and woman (Gen. 2:7 ,22) he has used the 
ave nue of birth to introduce new human life into 
existence. That life is to be nurtured and respected , 
for it is fro m God above. 

We have seen a lack of respect for life in those who 
throughout histo ry have been willing to take the life 
of anoth er. The punishment God meted out to Cain 
after he killed Abel shows beyond a shadow of doubt 
that he intended for life to be protected. "Thou sha lt 
not kill" was a part of the commandments given to 
Israel through Moses. The seriousness with which he 
still views murd er may be seen by a reading of 
Revelat ion 2 1:8 and 22: 15 . The destiny of the 
impenitent murderer is eterna l destruction. 

In recent years disregard for life has escalated to 
the mass killing of babies through abortion. "Abor
tions in the 15-1 9 yea r age group increased from 
232 ,000 to 445,000 between 1973 and 1980" (CWA 
Newsletter, March 1987, p. 6). When the figures are 
com pleted through 1990 the statistics will no doubt 
be even more alarmi ng. It is more than significant 
that we speak of "expect ing a baby" but those 
justifying abo rti on speak of "aborting a fetus" as 
though that removed the humanity and life from the 
expected ch ild. It wo uld be interesting to hear them 
ex plain how a supposedly non-human, non-livi ng 
entity suddenly, at so me given po int of the nine 
months, becomes a living, lovable baby. 
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The Gift of Life 

by Irene C. Taylor 

Another serious epidemic has a risen in recent years 
which further s hows a lack of respect for the precious 
gift of life. This is the alarming rise in the suicide 
rate. "There are an estimated I ,700 suicid es among 
those between the ages of 15 and 19 in the United 
States each year, mak ing suicide the seco nd biggest 
killer in that age group." (CWA News letter, Nov. 
1986, p. 6). 

Glamorization of violence and suicide on television 
must shoulder its sha re of the blame but the wide
spread acceptance of Humanis m is surely at the root 
of the problem. Whereas we used to hea r the flippant 
attitude that at death man was like Rover-"dead all 
over" and that there was no life hereafter, now we 
are hearing a new, equally dangerous philosophy. In 
some of the textbooks recommended for adopt ion by 
our schools, Humanism is openly promoted. Further, 
in some of those books suicide is promoted as the 
answer to a less than perfect life. Students a re told 
that through suicide one can adva nce to a better life 
thro ugh reincarnation. Once a young person has 
opted to try this, it is too late to undo a permanent 
mistake. "And as it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this t he judgment " (Heb. 9: 27). 
Somehow we have failed to impress upon humanity's 
mind the sa nctity of life itself and the fact that after 
death there is no return to earth for a second life. 

We mothers need to renew our dedication to 
teaching the preciousness of life and the purpose 
thereof. Our Bible classes need to seriously address 
the issue of Humanis m from grammar schoo l age 
onward. A careful examination of textbooks may be 
a real eye-opener for parents. Some seemingly inno
cent statements may, in real ity, be slyly promoting 
evolution and / or Humanis m, which is merely evolu
tion dressed up in sophisticated garb. 

Many Christ ians have long asked if life is not 



respected at its beginning, how long will it be before 
we fail to respect it at the end? Along comes Dr. Jack 
Kavorkian with the answer. He has invented a machine 
which enables one to help a patient take his/ her own 
life. Promoted as the answer for the aged and/ or 
terminally ill, we have those who feel it will be a real 
blessing for society. This viewpoint was openly 
expressed by the audience on a recent Donahue show. 
How long will it be until we are "granted" the "right" 
to assist the aged of our society to die at the time of 
their own choosing with no repercussions accruing? 
Watch with interest the verdict from the trial resulting 
from Dr. Kavorkian 's aid in ending the life of a 
terminally ill patient in recent months. 

Killing is killing whether it is at the beginning of 
life, the end of life's span or any point in-between. The 
Bible still condemns murder. It matters not whether 
we term it aborting a fetus, moving on to a better life 
through reincarnation, or mercifully releasing the 
aged and terminally ill from their pain. It is still the 
taking of a life and that right belongs only to God. 

Life is truly precious, and it is a gift from a loving 
God above. Let each of us appreciate it and respect 
the sanctity of that gift. Let us become more actively 
involved in instilling that respect in the hearts of 
oncoming generations. 

MY TASK 
The Lord has given each of us 
A special task to do. 
You cannot do my task for me 
Nor I your task for you. 
It may not rate the headlines, 
This task He's given us, 
But it is an important role 
So why, then, all the fuss? 

I'd rather have the privilege 
Of molding a child's life, 
Of strengthening our Christian home, 
Of being my husband's wife, 

Than to be the best known preacher 
Throughout our brotherhood. 
Our influence for good is just as great 
If wielded as we should. 
I'm happy to do the Father's will, 
To show my deepest pleasure 
That man, not I, must wrestle long 
With problems beyond measure. 
For though I, too, have problems 
About which I must decide, 
I know the final "buck" can pass 
To the grand man by my side. 

And when the sticky problems come, 
In church work, as they do, 
I know that God has protected me 
But man must work them through. 
If I stay busy with my own task 
As sure as skies are blue 
There'll be no time to wish for tasks 
God intended man to do. 

I'm glad to be a woman 
And work within God's plan. 
Let's show the beauty of our role 
And leave man's work - to man. 

P. 0. Box464 
Ripley, TN 38063 
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SUBJECTMSM 
By H.A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The dictionary definition of subjective is, "affected 
by or produced by the mind or a particular state of 
mind ... resulting from the feelings or temperament of 
the person ... determined by and emphasizing the 
ideas, thoughts, feelings ... having to do with the 
perception or conception of a thing by the mind as 
opposed to its reality independent of the mind ... 
existing or originating within the observer's mind or 
sense organs, and hence, incapable of being checked 
externally or verified by other persons." 

A person speaks subjectively when he talks about 
what he personally believes, thinks, feels, supposes. 
Subjectivism is appealing to one's attitude and feeling 
as the determinant of moral and aesthetic values. 

The opposite of subjectivism is objectivism. When 
we accept the Bible as absolute, attainable truth, and 
the only acceptable basis for determining right or 
wrong in religion, we are accepting an objective 
standard. To appeal only to the Bible as authority in 
religion is undenominational. If a person follows the 
directions of the Bible absolutely he cannot properly 
be charged with a sectarian spirit. Example: a person 
hears the word of God, and believes it to be true. He 
repents, confesses, and is baptized in order to obtain 
the remission of sins. God adds him to the church. He 
is not denominational, or sectarian, but is simply a 
saved person, because he is following the standard of 
divine revelation, and not his personal opinions. He is 
not a member of a denomination because he has not 
done those things necessary to become a member of a 
denomination. He is a part of the one body-the one 
church-described in the New Testament as purchased 
by the blood of Jesus. 
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On Tuesday, January 22, 1991, a speaker made the 
following statement at the Houston Preacher's Lunch: 

I will tell you what I personally understand about 
the instrument. I personally do not believe I can 
worship where the instrument is being played. I 
personally do not ... listen to instrumental, con
temporary Christian music. I don't listen to that. I 
think I'm consistent in that. I don't even believe 
you do that at home. Some of you, you know, 
think it's okay to sit around your house and do it, 
but you just don't do it in the assembly. I think I'm 
consistent. I don't do it at the house ... that's where 
I am personally. And in my mind I've got some 
Biblical reasons for that. But my reasons don't 
persuade everybody. That's okay. 

No appeal was made to the teaching of the objective 

standard of God's word, but the entire matter was put 
into the context of what the person personally 
believed, thought, and felt. Under the definition of 
subjectivism, this is a subjective answer, and the man 
who made the statement is a subjectivist. Such an 
attitude is sectarian, and denominational, because it 
follows human thoughts and prejudice rather than the 
rigid rule of revelation. The speaker thought it is okay 
if his reasons do not persuade others. His reasons 
therefore must not be Bible reasons because it is not 
okay for scripture not to persuade others. 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

~ 

BABIES ARE NOT BORN IN SIN! 
By Lynn Blair 

The idea of babies being born in sin is foreign to the 
Bible. Babies do not inherit sin from their parents. 

"The soul that sinneth, It shall die. The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness 
of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness 
of the wicked shall be upon him" (Ezek. 18:20). 

Children are born in a perfect state. "Thou wast 
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast 
created, till iniquity was found in thee" (Ezek. 28: 15). 
Jesus said that unless we humble ourselves and become 
as little children, we cannot enter the kingdom of 
heaven (Matt. 18: 1-4). 

Among the denominations that teach this false 
doctrine the misuse of Psalm 51:5 is predominant. 
That verse says, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity: and 
in sin did my mother conceive me." Some modern 
versions mistranslate the phrase "I was born a sinner." 

There is a vast difference in the meaning of the 
translations. In the King James and American 
Standard the mother did the sinning, but, in the New 
International for instance, it was the baby that was 
the sinner! The older versions are correct. 

We know this in two ways. First, the original 
language states it emphatically, as do the King James 
and American Standard. Second, since the Bible does 
not contradict itself, and verses such as Ezekiel 18:20; 
28: I 5; and Matthew 18: I -4 teach that babies are not 
born sinners, the statement that a baby was born in 
sin cannot be true. 

One might ask, if that is not the meaning of Psalm 
51:5, then what can it mean? First, it is a Repentance 
Psalm. David committed adultery and murder 
(2 Sam. II). He said, "my sin is ever before me" (Ps. 
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51 :3). Because of his terrible guilt, he felt he had been 
sinning so long he couldn't remember when he started. 

There is another scriptural explanation for this. 
Deuteronomy 23:3 says, "An Ammonite or Moabite 
shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord; even 
to his tenth generation shall he not enter into the 
congregation of the Lord." In Ruth 1:4 we find two 
Israelite men marrying Moabite women, one of which 
was Ruth. Ruth was the great-grandmother of the 
author of Psalm 51-David!. He was within "ten 
generations" of a Moabite! That may be why he said, 
"in sin did my mother conceive me." 

There has never been a baby that believed (Mark 
16: 16). There has never been a baby that repented 
(Acts 2:38). There has never been a baby who had his 
sins washed away (Acts 22: 16), because there has 
never been a baby that sinned! 484 South Chambers 
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EIGHT STEPS 
TO GREATER SENSITIVITY 

By John Dobbs 

Jesus was the most sensitive person who ever 
walked the face of this earth. There have been many 
great heroes, great debaters, great scholars, and great 
orators, but how many people do you know who are 
great in their sensitivity? Many a church split, fuss, or 
wrangle would be solved were everyone more sensi
tive to each other. Jesus exhibited his sensitivity in at 
least eight ways. 

He considered the physical needs of others: 
And Jesus called unto him his disciples, and said, I 
have compassion on the multitude, because they 
continue with me now three days and have nothing 
to eat: and I would not send them away fasting, 
lest haply they faint on the way. And the disciples 
say unto him, Whence should we have so many 
loaves in a desert place as to fill so great a 
multitude? And Jesus said unto them, How many 
loaves have ye? And they said, Seven, and a few 
small fishes. And he commanded the multitude to 
sit down on the ground; and he took the seven 
loaves and the fishes; and he gave thanks and 
brake, and gave to the disciples, and the disciples 
to the multitudes. And they all ate, and were filled: 
and they took up that which remained over of the 
broken pieces, seven baskets full. And they that 
did eat were four thousand men, besides women 
and children. And he sent away the multitudes, 
and entered into the boat, and came into the 
borders of Magadan (Matt. 15:32-39). 

Jesus taught that we should be willing to forgive 
others of their shortcoming seventy times seven: 

Then came Peter and said to him, Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? 
until seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not 
unto thee, Until seven times; but, Until seventy 
times seven. Therefore is the kingdom of heaven 
likened unto a certain king. who would make a 
reckoning with his servants. And when he had 
begun to reckon. one was brought unto him, that 
owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as 
he had not wherewith to pay, his lord commanded 
him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. The servant 
therefore fell down and worshipped him, saying. 
Lord, have patience with me. and I will pay thee 
all. And the lord of that servant, being moved with 
compassion. released him, and forgave him the 
debt. But that servant went out, and found one of 
his fellow-servants, who owed him a hundred 
shillings: and he laid hold on him, and took him by 
the throat, saying, Pay what thou owest. So his 
fellow-servant fell down and besought him, saying. 

Have patience with me, and I will pay thee. And he 
would not: but went and cast him into prison, till 
he should pay that which was due. So when his 
fellow-servants saw what was done, they were 
exceeding sorry, and came and told unto their lord 
all that was done. Then his lord called him unto 
him, and saith to him, Thou wicked servant, I 
forgave thee all that debt, because thou besoughtest 
me: shouldest not thou also have had mercy on thy 
fellow-servant, even as I had mercy on thee? And 
his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors, till he should pay all that was due. So 
shall also my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye 
forgive not every one his brother from your hearts 
(Matt. 18:21-35). 

Jesus considered the spiritual needs of others-
even when they were not interested: 

0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, 
and stoneth them that are sent unto her! how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see 
me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord (Matt. 23:37-39). 

Jesus taught that we should do what we could to 
solve the obvious problems of others: 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and made 
trial of him, saying, Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life? And he said unto him, What is 
written in the law? how readest thou? And he 
answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength. and with all thy mind; and thy 
neighbor as thyself. And he said unto him, Thou 
hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 
But he, desiring to justify himself, said unto Jesus, 
And who is my neighbor? Jesus made answer and 
said, A certain man was going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho; and he fell among robbers, who both 
stripped him and beat him, and departed. leaving 
him half dead. And by chance a certain priest was 
going down that way: and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. And in like manner a 
Levite also, when he came to the place. and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. But a certain 
Samaritan. as he journeyed, came where he was: 
and when he saw him, he was moved with com
passion, and came to him, and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on them oil and wine; and he set 
him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him. And on the morrow he took 
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out two shillings, and gave them to the host, and 
said, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou 
spendest more, I, when I come back again, will 
repay thee. Which of· these three, thinkest thou, 
proved neighbor unto . him that fell among the 
robbers? And he said, He that showed mercy on 
him. And Jesus said unto him, Go, and do thou 
likewise (Luke I 0:25-37). 

Jesus taught that sensitivity is often met by 
insensitivity: 

And it came to pass, as they were on the way to 
Jerusalem, that he was passing along the borders 
of Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered into a 
certain village, there met him ten men that were 
lepers, who stood afar off: and they lifted up their 
voices, saying, Jesus, Master, Have mercy on us. 
And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go and 
show yourselves unto the priests. And it came to 
pass, as they went, they were cleansed. And one of 
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 
back, with a loud voice glorifying God; and he fell 
upon his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he 
was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were 
not the ten cleansed? but where are the nine? Were 
there none found that returned to give glory to 
God, save this stranger? And he said unto him, 
Arise, and go thy way: thy faith hath made thee 
whole (Luke 17: 11-19). 

Jesus taught that we should accept those who were 
unacceptable to much of society: 

And they come to Jericho: and as he went out 
from Jericho, with his disciples and a great 
multitude, the son of Timaeus, Bartimaeus, a blind 
beggar, was sitting by the way side. And when he 
heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to 
cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have 
mercy on me. And many rebuked him, that he 
should hold his peace: but he cried out the more a 
great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me. 
And Jesus stood still, and said, Call ye him. And 
they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of 
good cheer: rise, he calleth thee. And he, casting 
away his garment, sprang up, and came to Jesus. 
And Jesus answered him, and said, What wilt thou 
that I should do unto thee? And the blind man said 
unto him, Rabboni, that I may receive my sight. 
And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith 
hath made thee whole. And straightway he received 
his sight, and followed him in the way (Mark 
10:46-52). 

Jesus was blind to social restraints, and treated all 
people as real people: 

So he cometh to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, 
near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his 
son Joseph: and Jacob's well was there. Jesus 
therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus 
by the well. It was about the sixth hour. There 
cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus 
saith unto her, Give me to drink. For his disciples 
were gone away into the city to buy food. The 
Samaritan woman therefore saith unto him, How 
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is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, 
who am a Samaritan woman? (For Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered and 
said unto unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, 
and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; 
thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would 
have given thee living water. The woman saith 
unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and 
the well is deep: whence then hast thou that living 
water? Art thou greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, 
and his sons, and his cattle? Jesus answered and 
said unto her, Every one that drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of 
the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give him shall become in 
him a well of water springing up unto eternal life. 
The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, 
that I thirst not, neither come all the way hither to 
draw. Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, 
and come hither. The woman answered and said 
unto him, I have no husband. Jesus saith unto 
her, Thou saidst well, I have no husband: for thou 
hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now 
hast is not thy husband: this hast thou said truly. 
The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that 
thou art a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this 
mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the 
place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto 
her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when 
neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall ye 
worship the Father. Ye worship that which ye know 
not: we worship that which we know; for salvation 
is from the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, 
when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek to 
be his worshippers. God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth. The 
woman saith unto him, I know that Messiah 
cometh (he that is called Christ): when he is come, 
he will declare unto us all things. Jesus saith unto 
her, I that speak unto thee am he (John 4: 1-26). 

Jesus said to always put God and others first; that 
way, we'll never get in our way. 

But the Pharisees, when they heard that he had put 
the Sadducees to silence, gathered themselves 
together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a 
question, trying him: Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the law? And he said unto him, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is 
the great and first commandment. And a second 
like unto it is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments the whole law 
hangeth, and the prophets (Matt. 22:34-40). 

These eight steps are simple, yet profound. Brethren, 
be more sensitive to the needs of those around us, try to 
be like Jesus! P. 0. Box 32 

Ruleville, MS 38771 
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ISLAM, RESTORATION, AND GROWTH 
by Leon Estep 

Premise: Islam is growing rapidly, The Lord's 
church is not. Why? 

Islam is one of the fastest growing religious groups 
in the United States and around the world. Less than 
a decade ago, the downfall of the Shah of Iran 
occurred and the world became more aware of 
Islamic fundamentalism. An Islamic "restoration 
movement" flourishes. Desert Storm has riveted atten
tion on Moslems, their religious beliefs, their zeal, 
and their refusal to compromise with other religions. 

Islam is a way of life. In many ways it is a 
more determining factor in the experience of 
its followers than any other world religion. 
The Muslim, "One who submits," lives face to 
face with Allah and will introduce no separa
tion between his life and his religion, his 
politics and his faith. (Islam, edited by John 
Alden Williams, George Braziller, New 
York 1962). 

What fundamental principles do you see above 
which would help the church to grow? 

A Muslim in Oklahoma City said their growth 
comes from three fundamentals: 

(I) Islam is the true religion from God. 
(2) Islam is simple-no complex beliefs. 
(3) Islam is spread through friend-to-friend, and 

neighbor-to-neighbor contacts. 
History reveals parallels in restoration movement 

growth patterns. The time of rapid growth is usually 
when events have moved the church toward funda
mentalism and restoration. A case in point is the 
division marked by the census of 1906. After the 
division, the churches of Christ claimed 160,000 
members and the Christian church claimed a member
ship of about two million. The ensuing census figures 
showed a phenomenal growth for the churches of 
Christ, up to 317,937 in 1923, and 682,172 in 1947. 
The 1960 membership was estimated at over two 
million. Recent research suggests growth is near 
stagnation or negative. 

There are other figures to be considered. By 1936 
the census listed the average value of the church 
property of the churches of Christ at about $3,000 
and the property of the Disciples of Christ at about 
$16,000. David Lipscomb surmised that the "funda
mental difference between the Disciples of Christ 
(churches of Christ) and the society folks" was that 
the conservatives wanted people "to come to Christ," 
while the liberals wanted to build "a strong and 
respectable denomination" based on moneyed socie
ties, fine houses, fashionable music, and eloquent 
speeches" (Quoted from The Social Sources of 
Division in the Disciples of Christ, 1866-1900 [1973] 
David Edwin Harell, Jr). Harell concluded, "The 

growth of the churches of Christ must be attributed 
largely to their evangelical fervor for their restoration 
plea." 

Did you know the average number of baptisms for 
preachers in the church of Christ including the 
children growing up in the congregation is five per 
year? The same survey shows that elders are winning 
less than one soul a year, whether delinquent disciples 
or new converts. It is taking eighty Christians on the 
average to bring one soul to Christ a year. 

Some think the primary reason people are attracted 
to the "Boston movement" is the evangelistic fervor of 
the program. Studies on demographics, social be
havior, baby boomers, and seminars on church 
growth show a concern for the problem. Churches 
have started programs, programs, programs to stem 
the tide. Programs like these are being used: 

Newspaper articles, radio, television, mass mailings 
Providing community service 
Preaching sermons that would be received in 

denominations without criticism 
Building a bigger building, new carpet, a new sign 
Preaching Easter and Christmas sermons reasoning 

it is the only time people will come and hear 
Installing new playground equipment 
Having day school and promising never to call the 

parents 
Having an Easter egg hunt for neighborhood 

children 
Still, with program on top of program and a frenzy 

of organized activity, growth is near stagnation? 
History has some lessons for us: 
Growth comes by restoration of commitment to a 

cause! 
Christianity is not something we go and do but a 

way of life lived face to face with God always with no 
separation between life and religion, politics and 
faith! 

Growth in the Lord's church will come when our 
zeal for Bible fundamentals and our love for Jesus 
Christ move us to accept the challenge of Christ. "Go 
ye therefore, and teach (disciple) all nations" (Matthew 
28:19). 

The observation has been made time and again, 
that the church has flourished in catacombs and died 
in cathedrals. In this century, those in the least 
expensive property grew, while those in the most 
expensive stagnated. Is it the cost of the church 
property that makes the difference or is it more 
complex? 

Observe these different situations. (I) A congrega
tion established years ago prospered for a time, built a 
good building, but now is declining. (2) A congrega
tion that has prospered because disciples moved into 
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the area or have come from nearby congregations. It 
. may have much activity that involves the time and 

energy of the members but the number of new 
Christians reflect somewhere near the average
preachers with five conversions a year, elders with less 
than one conversion or restoration a year and eighty 
members to gain one new convert a year. 

Christ taught His disciples fruitfulness was a result 
of abiding (living) in Him (John 15:1 ff). Elders must 
be an example to the flock in evangelism if they want 
an evangelistic flock. Preachers are trained in public 
speaking, research, writing, standing before movie 
cameras, speaking into microphones. How many 
preachers know how to ring out a message of 
salvation that demands and brings about change in 
those who hear? 

The preaching of Jesus brought action from his 
hearers. His teaching produced obedience to what he 
said or hatred and malice toward Him. Peter, Paul, 
and Stephen did this kind of preaching. How many 
preachers present a distinctive gospel message that 
demands a decision for or against Jesus? 

Is there fear of running away from Jesus those who 
are already away from him? Preachers must get out of 
the office manager role and win souls or discard their 
claim of evangelist. It may not be popular but hearts 
need to be pricked. 

Members of the Body of Christ must want to be 
fruitful, not merely comfortable and entertained. The 
church in the first 60 years of this century, by putting 
its emphasis on bringing souls of people to Christ, 
grew at a phenomenal rate. 

It is not what those in Islam believe that is causing 
them to grow but what they believe about what they 
believe. 

( 1) They believe their religion is the only true 
religion from God and are not afraid to say it. When 
we believe the church is the only true religion and 
know the only way for the lost to get to heaven is 
through the church, the church will grow. U.S. News 
& World Report March 25, 1991 quotes Martin 
Marty, a professor at the University of Chicago as 
saying, "If people really believed in hell they wouldn't 
be watching basketball or even TV preachers. They'd 
be out rescuing people." 

(2) Islam believes their religion is simple, not 
complex. When Christians know their beliefs well 
enough to say their beliefs are simple the church will 
grow. When Christians are confused and feel their 
religion is complex they will not try to express their 
beliefs to others. 

(3) The method of spreading Islam is neighbor to 
neighbor and friend to friend. "Getting the message 
out" through mass media will never replace a child of 
God, grateful for the grace of God, who talks about 
the love of Jesus with the lost face to face. 

How far is the church today from the observations 
of David Lipscomb about the Disciples' church 50 
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years ago? Unless elders and preachers lead the 
church from its cathedral mentality and back to the 
catacomb mentality the church will not grow. When 
elders and preachers are more interested in the "status 
quo" than with a ground-swell of person-to-person 
evangelism the church will not grow. 

THE LAST PAGE 
(Continued from Page 31) 

4621 NW 32nd Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73122 

Mabel's brother's body was buried in Checotah, Oklahoma. 
She is the only one of her family left. She lost three brothers 
in three months. This last, her youngest brother, was the 
Cowboy brother, working to the last in stock yards and 
rings. He raised Appaloosa horses. 

Three weeks before he left this realm he said to his wife, 
"I can't do anymore." His wife said they put his body away 
in a knotty pine casket, with his saddle on a stand at the 
head, his spurs over the saddle horn, and his hat on his 
chest. The crowd could not get into the funeral parlor. Many 
beautiful flowers were there. We could not be there 
ourselves. Oh, we wished we could put our arms around 
those sad shoulders-his wife, children, grandchildren and 
other kinsmen we love. 

"/made a phone call. " I have pointed out that loneliness 
can destroy. David must have been in the very depth of such 
when he said, "I looked to my right and to my left, and no 
man cared for my soul" (Psa. 142:4). Most people cannot 
cover up loneliness. An aged woman thanked a young man 
on the street one day: "Thank you for calling, John, the 
phone doesn't ring much anymore." What a thoughtful 
thing to do-just pick up the phone and ring someone who 
can't get out. 

"/stopped to listen to young people. " Our youth need to 
see the real values of life, not Michael Jackson, twitching, 
screaming, turning, acting as if he has a bad case of itch, plus 
ants in his pants, and on top of that, Saint Vitus' Dance! One 
session of hard rock can impair a person's hearing for life! 

In the Saint Louis lectureship recently, one highlight was 
how young people came around complimenting my lessons 
and just talking. We have lost many of our young people
we'd better take time to talk with those who are left. 

"/told someone about heaven. " Brother Flavil Nichols, in 
the lectureship mentioned, said his father believed that 
when we go into a sick room, we should talk with the sick 
about Heaven. Regardless of age or condition, we should 
talk about Heaven. We usually talk about everything but 
Heaven. What an opportunity! How often do we ignore it? 

I preached this sermon last Lord's day. It touched many! I 
want you to have it. It tells us that, though we do not 
advocate neglecting our feathered friends, there are more 
important things in life than just feeding the pigeons. 

P. 0. Box 2351 
Riverside, CA 92516 
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PREACHERS WANTED 

For congregation of approximately 200 members in 
Southwest Indiana c1ty Population 75.000. House and 
appropriate salary. Please send resume, tape and 
re ferences to Southside Church of Christ at 4 t t 7 S 
7th Street. Terre Haute. IN 47802. 

Expenenced gospel preacher needed for SW Florida 
congregation o f 90 House provided Send resume 10 
P.O. Box 2197. Port Charlotte. FL 33949 or contact 
Lawrence Bauer (813) 627-1016 or church office (813) 
629-7454. 

Mimster wanted lor small congregation in South 
Mississippi. House provided, but will need to furnish 
some ol his support. Prefer a sound, experienced 
gospel p reacher in his SO's or early 60's. Please send 
tape or resume to: Mendenhall Church o l Christ. 
%Jackie Mullins. 6 t I Simpson Circle. Mendenhall, 
MS 39114 

WANTED: Mature preacher lor Church o f Christ in 
Ganado. TX Three bedroom home next door to 
build1ng. complete with A/C and carpet. Send resume 
to Drawer I. Ganado. TX 77962 or call A. Burns at 
512-771-2439 

FOR SALE 

HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM: A Cri tique o f 
Subjectivism In Biblical Interpretation. $9 00 ppd. to 
Major Prem1se Books. t 1026 Wurzbach Road. San 
Antonio. TX 78230 

RESTORATION REPRINTS. other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Ba rg ain 
Bookfinders. 159 Gibson Dr . Henderson. TN 38340. 

BASIC BIBLE· CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. Lyle. Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands of 
scripture references. each summarized and organized 
under hundreds o f logically-arranged subject areas. 
Includes over 2.000 interesting. 1m port ant discussion
stimulating questions. This extremely clear and easy 
gUJde to the B1ble IS a must for every Christian's 
library. l11s 1deal for B1ble classes for all ages. and for 
cottage evangelistic studies focused on the Simplicity 
and power o l New Testament Chnsllanity. Order by 
sending $10 50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483. 
Colton. CA 92324 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE " BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. An 
easy. enjoyable, effective system lor increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more in 
your congregation. Elders or Church leaders write for 
free informat ion to: Dan Lyle. 5916 Vandegrift Ave .. 
Rockville. MD 20851 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale-an active congregation 4017 Memorial 
Dnve. Decatur. GA 30032 (404) 299-1475 

CASH FOR RELIGIOUS BOOKS: Out o f print books 
searched for New Location Restorat10n L1brary. 
1914 E 2nd St .. Edmund. OK 73034 Ph. 405-348-6800. 

SECONDANNUALHOMESCHOOLCONFERENCE 
October t 7-2 1. At 6 Box 5010. Pell C1ty. AL 35125. Ph. 
(205) 338-1843 

WANTED· Bound Volumes of Fi rm Foundation for 
years 1960 and 61 and any pnor to 1958 Also Gospel 
Advocate pnor to 1973 excepting 55. 58. 65. 66. Loose 
cop1cs also desired. Noble Patterson. 9900 Farmers 
Branch, Fort Worth, TX (817) 246-1368. 

• Prov1d1ng quallly constructiOn of church butld.ngs • 27 years exper~ence 1n church des1gn 
· In-house architectural & eng.neermg serv1ces - Vanous architectural serv1ces avarlable 
• $40/sf average rncl pews. carpet. sound & hghtmg · To tal management I rom start to frnrsh 
• lntroducrng ou1 new Wrlhamsburg des1gn • lnter~or des1gn ser vrces prov1ded 

CALL FOR VIDEO INTRODUCTION AND MORE INFORMATION 

581-8322 3600 Old Bullard Rd .. Su it e 200. r. T X 75701 84 7-008 2 

HOUSEPARENTS 

NEEDED 
Spiritually mature 

Christian couples who are 

interested in becoming 
HOUSEPARENTS for a 

cottage of boys or girls are 

needed at MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME. For 

information call (512) 

589-28 71 or write: 

Medina Children's Home 
Route 16, Box 75 

Medina, TX 78055. 

MOVING? 
For fastest service, attach your current 
mailing label, fill in your new address, and 
mail to: Firm Foundation, P.O . Box 
210876. Bedford, TX 76095-7876. 

Please notify us at least eight weeks before 
you move! 
Name _________________________ __ 

Address ---------------

City 

State _ _____ Zip _____ _ _ 
01 MCH 
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DIRECTORY 
• • • • • 

TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER 
LINE. YEARLY RATES ARE: $125.00 FOR 3 
LINES: $ 175.00 FOR 4 LINES: $225.00 FOR 

5 LINES: $275.00 FOR 6 LINES: $325.00 
FOR 7 LINES: $375.00 FOR 8 LINES. SEND 
ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT. 
P.O. BOX 210876. BE DFORD. T EXAS 
76095·7876. SEND NO MONEY. WE 
WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

A L ASKA 
FAIRBANKS. serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue. 
99701. Phone (907) 455-4921 

C A LIFOR N IA 
ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (7 14) 535·6170. Send particulars 
o f loved ones In this area. we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107. (818) 
791·2499 Sun. 9·30. t0:45 a.m .. 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m .. 2 t 0 Fwy N. on Altadena Or. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS. 72309 Larrea Ave .. 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends Sun. tO.OO, 11:00 a.m .. 6:00p.m .. Wed. 7:00 
p.m. Robert A. Stephenson. preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST. SAN BERNADINO, 
CA. 3630 N. " E" St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. and 
6:00P.M. Wed. 7:00 P.M. Call 883·5022 or Marvin 
Morrow. Minister. 883·5232. 

C central C 
HURCH OF HRIST 

1320 South Church St. Visalia. CA 93277. Sun. 9:30 
A.M .. 10:30 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
Allen Robertson. Preacher. Phone (209) 732·5670. 

COLO R ADO 
METAO·DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church o f Chrost 
4690 S Logan. (303) 789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

CONNECTI C U T 
GROTON-Church o f Christ meet ing at 291 
Osprey Or. Sun. 9:00 A.M .. 6:00 P.M. Wed. 6:30 
P.M. Ph 446-0676 
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FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER-Central Church of Chr ist. 1454 
Belleair Ad Phone (813) 44&4808 Services: Sun. 
10:00 & 11 :00 A.M .. 6:30P.M. Wed 7:30 P.M. Billy 
A. Davidson. minister 

GAINESVILLE-39th Ave. Church of Christ. 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 ml east of 1-75. use highway 222 
exit. Sun. 9 a.m .. 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (904) 376· 
4343 or 373-7277. W. D. Jeffcoat, evangelist. 

JACKSONVILLE- WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd: (904) 771 -5075 or 
771·2646: Sun. 10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAN0-1807 SOUTH FLORIDA AVE. 
Sun. 9:30. 10:30 A.M & 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. e 

Robert McAnally, minister 682-4702. 665-8060 
Home of Florida School o f Preaching 

ORLANDO. PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M Wed 7:30 
P.M. 21 W Lancaster Road Paul W. Eubanks. 
evangelist. 855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-Midway. 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30. 10:30 A.M .. 6:00 
P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. Gene Stilwell. minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10 & 11 A.M., 
6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob 
Winton. evangel ist. 

SEBAING-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:00. Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M Wed 7:00 P.M Jack H. McGhee. 
evangelist. 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA-Avondale Church of Christ. 4017 
Memorial Or. Decatur. 30032 (404) 299·1475. B.S. 
9 A.M . Wor 9:50AM & 6 P.M (1 1 mile onside 
1·285) 

BYRON-3 mo. from exot 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy. 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy. 42 N-2 mo. to building. Camper 
hookups. B.S. 9 A.M. Wor. 10 A.M.: 6 P.M. Wed. 
7 P.M. Call (912) 956-3719-956-2099 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH-Duluth Church of Christ. 2344 Nanti· 
coke St .. 55811. Sun 10:00 & tt ·OO A.M. & 6 P.M. 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Phone (218) 722·1984 or 722-1871 . 
Paul Curless and Davod Dalton. evangelists 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-Church of Chrost. College & 7th Sts. 
65616 Sun 930 & t020 AM & 630 PM. Wed 
7:00P.M. Phones (417) 334-3866 & (417) 334-3757 
A. J Hendrix. minister 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wroght-Patterson 
AFB 922 S Central 878·0452 D. C. Lawrence. 
monister. 878· 11 62. 

OKLAHOMA 
EDMOND-Chisholm Trail Church of Christ. 81'> 
mi N of town on Broadway " Only the Old Paths." 
John A. Croom. Ph. 396-8497. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 4400 Knight Arnold Road. Memphis. TN 
38 t18. Sunday 9:30 and 10'30 A.M and 6:00P.M. 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Call 363·3300 or E. L. Whitaker. 
minister. 363·1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 4 t North of Greenbrier. Tennessee • 
Between exits 98 and tOB o ff 1·65 • 25 miles north 
of Nashville • Sunday Bible Study 9:30 A.M • 
Worship 10.30 AM • and 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:30P.M. • Roy McConnell. evangelist. 
Call (615) 859-3974. 643-0589. or 654·2091 

TEXAS 
DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
312 Pearl St. Denton, TX 76201. (817) 387-3531 
Sun 9·oo. 1o·oo AM .• 5·00 P.M Wed. 7'30 P.M. 

FOREIGN 
EUROPE 

The church meets in Banbury. England U. S. 
military bases and Stratford-Upon-Avon nearby. 
P 0 . Box 122. Banbury, Oxon., England. Call (295) 
720990 or (869) 232490 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

(813) 683-4043 

tt Strong Bible Emphasis 
tt Two Year Program 
tt 100 Semester Hours 
tt No Thition 
1t Scholarships Available 
tt Qualified Faculty 
tt V.A. Benefits 
tt Call or Write 

TRAINING PREACHERS SINCE 1969 



The Last 10age 
___ r£/.oy @5mitlt 

A few days ago I saw a story in an old book-one from 
which I could build a sermon. And build a sermon I did, 

and preached it last Lord's day morning. I guess it went over 
so well because we all needed it. 

Here is the story: Years ago a famous Scottish preacher 
dreamed he stood before Heaven's Gate. When Saint Peter 
asked him what he was doing there, he said he wanted to 

be admitted. Then he laid it on heavy; he said he was a 
famous preacher in Glasgow, that he had been on every 

important committee in town, that he was much in demand 
as an after·dinner speaker and had written many books. 

Peter asked, "Is that all you have done?" The preacher 
thought and then replied, "No, each day I fed the pigeons in 
the square." Peter said, "Now go back and start all over with 

that act. You may be able to work up to where you can 
serve people!" 

I have used a bit of "terminology" that we do not use in our 
own Bible vocabulary, but you know that anyway. I have 
just followed the story as it was written in my old book. 

So often the average among us has his priorities all mixed 
up. We have forgotten that God put us here to serve others. 
Sometimes we learn these lessons from very down·to·earth 

experiences. 

Nothing teaches God's divine providence more powerfully 
than the humble sparrow (Matt. I 0:29·3I ). Jesus talks about 

the importance of "giving a cup of cold water in his name" 
(verse 42). We never get too old to learn about the 

importance of serving others. 

One thing is for sure: we shall all stand before the Judgment 
Seat of our Lord (Heb. 9:27). There is no escaping it. When 

asked what you have done, what will you say? I don't 
expect to tell the Lord I fed the pigeons, but there are some 

things I trust I can tell him. 

"! wiped a tear from a child's eyes. " The Bible teaches us of 
the mighty power of our little ones. The prophet said, "A 

little child shall lead them" (!sa. II :6). We have the 
responsibility of training our little ones, and the question is 

asked, at what age should we begin? 

Paul said Timothy knew the Holy Scriptures "from a child" 
(2 Tim. 3: 15). Long before Paul wrote, Solomon said, 

"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth" 
(Eccl. 12: I). Some men of medical science say that infants 

respond to teaching while still in the womb. 

We do know Timothy's training began with his mother and 
grandmother (2 Tim. I :5) . We wonder why children suffer 
so much. They seem the first to suffer. Decrees have gone 

out more than once to destroy even babies (Esther 3: I3; 
Matt. 2:2, I2). If the tears of a child will not touch us, we 
are untouchable. 

"! stopped and spoke to an aged couple who sat on a park 
bench." We all know that it can be very lonely on a park 
bench. Job spoke of the "very aged man" (Job I5: I 0). It 
seems that our society today tries to avoid the word "old." 
Why should we? There is honor in being old if our lives are 
right. Abraham and Sarah were old (Gen. 18: I 0). How we 
neglect our aged! It is a crime of our day. 

We need to know that western singers aren't the only ones 
"who are lonely tonight." Do you remember when you 
thought that you would never grow old? We cast the 
thought aside. But, here we are-old in years; young in 
heart. If you want your eyes and hearts opened, go to a 
nursing home and walk down the hall. There they sit in 
their chairs, and frail arms and hands reach out just to touch 
us. Stop and pat them on the shoulder or give them a hug. 
Tell them you love them. Many of them have children who 
don't care anything about them. 

"!gathered up my neighbor's trash and put it on the curb." 
I admit this doesn't sound like much. They may be sick or 
old and unable to take care of these necessary things. Don't 
ever say,"Oh, I might dirty my hands!" That is the worst 
thing we could say. So what if our hands get a bit dirty? 
They're bound to look good in the sight of the Lord. "Let 
thine hand help me" (Psa. 119: I73). 
Did you notice the summer program in which a school 
teacher and some students painted houses for the poor? The 
houses weren't all that professional in the way they were 
painted, but they looked great because they represented 
love and concern. 
"!put my arm around bereaved shoulders. " Does this seem 
trivial to you? Job said once, "Mine eye is dim by reason of 
sorrow" ( 17: 17). David had to "hold his peace" when he 
was in sorrow (Psa. 39:2)-that is when it really hurts. We 
are are commanded to "bear one another's burdens . . . " 
(Gal.6:2l. 
An elderly man followed a young Texas executive who 
was doing business in New York City. Finally, the young 
executive stopped and motioned the old man up to where 
he was. "Sir, can I help you? You seem to be following 
me." The old man apologized and said, "Young man, 
would you just shake hands with me?" You see, he was 
lonely for a human touch. 
Bereaved shoulders are everywhere! As I write this article, 

(Continued on Page 28} 
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THE WONDER OF LIFE AND ITS ENDLESS VARIETIES 

By Russell C. Artist 

Biology is the science of life. This writer is a 
biologist, and he is the creationist type of biologist. 

When the Apostle Paul prepared himself for hi s 
missionary journeys, he found himself in a scientific 
world that he knew only too well. At rather an early 
age he had absorbed much of the thoughts and 
teachings of the great minds of his day. Tarsus, in 
Cilicia, his birthplace, was a great intellectual cen
ter, and he had made full use of his opportunities. 
The contents of his Epistles bear that out. 

Paul had heard much about Aristotle, the Greek 
philosopher, and about Virgil , the Roman scientist 
and poet, and about other philosophers, scientists, 
and poets, and most of these had told the limited 
number of the inte lligentsia ofthat age, among other 
things, that life itself was something problematic, 
but that they were convinced that in the beginning it 
had come into existence by itself, spontaneously, by 
generation ofli ving matter from nonliving. In other 
words, life had just happened. 

The Apostle took a different stance. For him also 
the great problem ofthe origin oflife was solved, but 
in a different way. fn fact, it had never been a 
problem at all. He was to write to the Colossians, 
very simply: "By him (God) were all things created. 
.... " (Ch. 1:16, KN), and he was to expand on the 
statement with a quiet but firm conviction. 

This writer follows the Apostle in his beliefs and 
assertions, humbly but resolutely. I don't believe 
that our natural life just happened. And I believe that 
my position is entirely up-to-date, even in our age of 
subcellular particles, such as genes, chromosomes, 
and nucleic acids. Our DNA (chemical substance) is 
certainly not the secret oflife. It is but a sub-unit of 
a living cell, and although it may be an amazing 
factory for synthesis (combination) of many kinds of 
elements, it is still useless by itself. DNA molecules 
did not precede the cell, but both have existed from 
the beginning. Rather than DNA's being the secret of 
life, life is the secret ofDNA. This takes us back to 
life itself. The origin of life is no problem. But life 
itsel fis indeed a problem. It's an unsolved problem
one ofthe greatest. Man has never understood its real 
essence, its intrinsic nature, the secret of its dyna
mism. So it remains a wonder, incomprehensible but 
precious. It remains part of "the dim unknown" 
behind which God, the Divine Creator and Watch
man, is standing. 

Although life in its ultimate sense is a mystery, 
biologists can study the physical composition, Jaws, 
properties, functions, and relationships of its varied 
habitations. And both biologists and men in general 
can admire and wonder at the countless ways in 
which life has been made to burgeon forth. The 

(continued on page 5) 



FIRM FOUNDATION 
William S. Cline, Editor 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Associate Editor 
Roy Deaver, Assistant Editor 

FIELD EDITORS 

Winfred Clark 
Harrell Davidson 

Joe Gilmore 
Thomas 8. Warren 

EDITORIAL STAFF 

Lynn BkJir Jim lAws 
Tom Bright Mark Lewis 
AI Brown Bobby Udde/1 
David P. Brown Bill Lock><•ood 
T. Pierce Brown Jerry Marrin 
Cunis Cates L W.Mayo 
JimmyCkJrk Dub McClish 
Gary Colley J.A. McNun 
Andrew Connally Jim T. Middleton 
Perry B. Cotham David Miller 
W. R. Craig JuryMof/ill 
JimD~arman GoebdMusic 
Mac Deaver Roy W. Pours 
George DeHoff Wayne Price 
H. Daniel Denham John G. Priola 
Adron Doran Allen Roberrson 
GarkJnd Elkins SUJnley Sayers 
Gu.ss Ecff M. L Sexton 
Gar~// L Forehand FoyL Smith 
Bobby Gayton Dick Svanyo 
Noah Hack><Ymh Raben R. Taylor 
Barry Hatcher Tom Wacaster 
Carl G. Hecker Stephen P. Waller 
Terry Hightower Eddie Whillen 
J. Shannon Jackson Ken Willis 
Roger Jackson Gary Workman 
Weldon lAngfield 

Volume 106 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

USPS 191·120) Number 7 

Published monUdy by lhe Firm Foundation Publishing 
Compony. P.O. Bo• 690192. Hou•ton.TIC 7726~192. 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Single subscriptions: S 12.00 per yur, 2 years for $23.00, 3 
years lor $33.00. Club rate: Sll.OO (prepaid) per year In 
dub> of 5 or more. Conl!r<g>tional ratc. S 10.00 per family 
per year (prepaid or billed quarlcrly or yearly). Bundle 
Rates.: In bundles often or more copies sent to one 0\ddrus, 
921 per copy. Foreign subscriptions: S 16.00 per year. The 
dale on your address label shows lhe time to which your 
wl»cription is pald. 

EDITORIAL OFFICE 
All contspondenec: and manuscripts should be submitted 
to U1e editorial ofr.c<: H. A. (Busler) Dobbs, Firm Found:> 
tion Publishing Compony, P.O. Box 690192, Hou.>ton. TX 
n26~192. Tel. (713) 469-.1540. 

BUSINESS OFFICE 
All subscription"' changes o( 1ddreu, and bwinus matters 
should be senl to: Eddie WhiU.n, l'lrm Foundation Publlsl>
ing Company, P.O. Bo• 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. 
Tel. (817) 49~12. 

2 
[194] July 1991 
FIRM FOUNDATION 

Editorial 

WHAT'SWRONG?- Part VII 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Christian Scholarship Conference is an annual meeting of a few 
select men for the purpose of presenting learned papers on religious matters. 
Many participants say the program is an attempt to discuss with world 
scholarship. The gathering is almost exclusively members of the church and 
does not include religious scholars of the world. 

It is difficult to see how these men are doing anything more than 
stimulating each other. The conference has been ongoing for ten years. Most 
ofthose presenting papers advocate a new way oflooking at the Bible that 
will change the church. If the average member of the Lord's body fully 
understood what these scholars are attempting to do he would be aghast. 

The thesis of this group is that we cannot understand a book written long 
ago in another language and in a different culture. The contention is we must 
have a dainty and very complex system of interpretation to explain Bible 
passages. 

These scholars leave the impression the average person is incapable of 
deciding what the Bible requires. It overlooks the fact thatGodgavethe Bible 
to the general population in the ordinary language of the street. God wants 
the gospel preached to every creature under heaven (Mark 16: 15). The 
irresistible conclusion is that Richard Roe and Jane Doe can read the word 
of God, understand and obey it. This much is certain: the words of the book 
will judge us (John 12:48; Rev. 12:20; 2 Thess. 1:8). 

The scholar is eager to be the expert interpreter and hand down to the poor 
peasant his ration of Bible instruction. One among this number had the 
temerity to claim that "we now have several minds equal" to the task of 
coping with an ancient text and of communicating with contemporary 
scholarship (Biblical Interpretation in the Restoration Movement, by Thomas 
H. Olbricht, page 16). The arrogance of suggesting that the church has at long 
last developed "several" (more than two but not many) minds that can come 
"to grips with our total tradition of interpretation, our paradigm theological 
shift, and the approaches of interpretation of the scriptures in both our 
churches and in contemporary scholarship" is offensive. 

The current buzz-word of the new left in the church is "paradigm." I 
use the expression "buzz-word" to mean "a word or phrase used by 
members of some in-group, having little orno precise meaning but sounding 
impressive to outsiders." 

Ron Highfield (one of the "several minds" delighted in by Thomas 
Olbricht) wrote about the "perception of a growing crisis" but said, "I know 
there are many for whom there is no crisis. Since most of what I say 



presupposes the crisis, I suppose I have little to say to them. It is nearly 
impossible to make oneself understood to someone who is operating from 
within a different paradigm. Eve1ything is spoken out of one context of 
meaning but received within another context" (Hermeneutical Fragments: 
Why We Do Not Need a New Hermeneutic, by Ron Highfield, Pepperdine 
University, page 3). 

A well -known gospel preacher and college professor, in an unpublished 
paper, makes the following observation on Highfield's pronouncement. 
"Since he has little to say to most of us, I assume that it would be rational, 
according to his paradigm, for him to spend most ofhis time talking to those 
who are within his paradigm. I ""' 
am convinced he thinks he 
ought to convert some ofthose 
of another paradigm. 

"This is irrational, from 
his stand point, for what he 

A paradigm is a pattern, 
example, or n1odel. 

speaks from one context of \.. ~ 

meaning is heard by us in another context of meaning. We interpret his 
meaning according to our meaning and never shall the two meanings meet. 
If they did meet they would never know whether they should greet one 
another with ' hello' or 'good by' since it is 'nearly impossible' to 
communicate. ' Ifl know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be to him that 
speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh will be a barbarian unto me' (1 
Cor. 14:1 1). 

"Or does this passage mean something else in Highfield's paradigm
his different context of meaning? Ifl ridicule some ofhis statements, would 
he be able to understand this is what I am doing? A paradigm is a pattern, 
example, or model. These brethren believe in building all things according 
to a pattern, but they are saying they have a different pattern, example, or 
model of New Testament Christianity from what we have and that it is so 
different it is nearly impossible for them to tell us what is involved in their 
paradigm. 

"Some educationalists think they have opened up new vistas ofhuman 
thought when they have mere I y coined a new word or used a word not usually 
employed in ordinmy speech. I suppose in their 'universe' of discourse, 
paradigm is more understandable than model or pattern. 

"Highfield wrote, 'Tom Olbricht is on the right track in his suggestive 
paper, Hermeneutics: The Beginning Point. He argues that our hermeneutic 
crisis was brought on by a larger grass roots 'paradigm shift,' a change in 
our whole constellation of beliefs, sensibilities and epistemology which 
forms the context in which we think about particular issues' (Hermeneutical 
Fragments, page 9). 

"This means that a different pattern or model of New Testament 
Christianity has been arrived at by those who are caught up in this paradigm 
shift. My constellation ofbeliefs centers in God as revealed in Christ, and 
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the revelation by the Spirit of the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. From the Bible I know who I 
am, whose I am, my duty and my destiny. If I 
underwent a paradigm shift it would strip my gears and 
divest me of faith, hope and love. 

"Furthermore, I do not know whether brother 
Highfield would understand my beliefs, sensibilities 
and epistemology since he thinks it 'is nearly impossible 
to make oneself understood to someone who is operating 
from within a different paradigm' (page 3). 

"Epistemology deals with how we know and how 
accurate, or reliable, is that which we think we know. 
If my epistemology underwent a paradigm shift, I 
would be far more uncertain than Highfield is in hi s 
unce1tainty." Brother Olbricht labors hard to leave the 
impression that thi s whole business of rewriting Bible 
teaching is the result of a ground-swell within the 
church. He continually calls it "grass roots." Brother 
Highfield, whose brilliant mind ought to be equal to 
the task of informing brother Olbricht, says, "A 
second wave of scholars, Leonard Allen, Mike Casey, 
Gary Collier, Russ Dudrey, Richard Hughes, and 
others, has added recently its contribution to a process 
which began in the 60s with Tom Olbricht, Restoration 
Qumterly and Mission Journal, a process wh ich I am 
tempted to call ' deconstruction' --deconstruction of 
the hermeneutic tradition ofthe Churches of Christ" 
(Hermeneutical Fragments, page I). 

Olbricht says the people started it. Highfield says 
Olbricht sta1ied it and is now supp01ted by a cadre of 
scholars out to deconstruct the teaching of the Bible 
and change the pattern of sound doctrine. 

You may think, what difference does it make if 
intellectuals get off in a comer and talk to themselves 
and mutter? The problem is these men, for the most 
part, occupy chairs in universities operated by brethren 
and can influence and mold young minds. They have 
been at it, per Ron Highfield, for thirty years. The fruit 
tells us the tree is bad. 

It is high time for the saints to bring "our" 
universities to account. At least, people need to know 
what manner of teaching their young ones receive in 
some "Christian Universities." 

Highfield wrote, "My understanding of our 
situation is substantially the same as Olbricht's. The 
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Command, Inference, Example method no longer 
makes sense because we no longer believe its aim is 
central to the Clu·istian faith. It no longer answers our 
pressing questions concerning meaning, love, 
relationships, personal knowledge of God, inspiration 
for daily living .... The church is no longer defined in 
people's minds as the place where the five acts of 
worship are carried out in a scriptural manner or as a 
divine institution organized according to the scriptural 
pattern" (Hermeneutical Fragments, page 1 O)."What 
a shattering experience for me, when Highfield' s 
paradigm did the nearly impossible and burst into my 
paradigm and shattered my firm conviction that the 
church is the place where the five acts of worship are 
carried out in a scriptural manner!! If you think there 
is ridicule involved here, please remember it is nearly 
impossible for one paradigm to talk with another. 
Whatever you may conclude, like ly you have 
misunderstood me." 

Simon Peter, on the day ofPentecost, was speaking 
outofanewparadigm (Acts2: 1-4). The multitude had 
their old paradigm and could not understand Peter and 
the other apostles (Acts 2:5-12). Still, 3,000 were 
baptized (Acts 2:41 ). The 3,000 apparently did not 
know that it is nearly impossible for one paradigm to 
communicate w ith another paradigm. 

It is strange that no one appears to think we cannot 
understand Plato 's Republic even though written 
2,000 years ago, in a different language, and another 
culture. Intelligent people know they can understand 
Plato-it is Peter, Paul, James, and John that give us 
trouble. 

It may be there is some ulterior motive behind a\\ 
this talk about paradigm and henneneutic. Modern 
sorcery may be attempting to bewitch the people into 
believing the sorcerer is some great one and have them 
all give heed. 

The truth is we have reliable translations of the 
GreektextoftheBibleintoEnglish. (Notall translations 
are good, but some are!) Propositional truth does not 
change from generation to generationand is the same 
now as itwas2,000 years ago. We have a blueprint, or 
pattern, in the NewTestament(Highfield and Olbricht 
would call it a paradigm) and God expects us to 
understand and follow it. The Bible is true and therefore 



is consistent with itself. "Give diligence to present 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth" 
(2 Tim. 2: 15). 

"And that from a babe thou hast known the sacred 
writings which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. Every 
scriptureinspiredofGodisalsoprofitableforteaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in 
righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, 
furnished completely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 
3: 15-17). 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX70070 
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THE WONDERS OF LIFE AND ITS 
ENDLESS VARIETIES 
(continued from page 1) 

diversity of its manifestations in all living organ
isms-men, animals, vegetation-is inconceivable, 
and it all bespeaks an endlessly diversified Divine 
mind and the concurrent, effective use of Divine 
power. 

Let me illustrate this wonderful diversity by just 
a few examples. Let me call the reader's attention to 
just four little but very interesting examples-four 
outofamillion-culled from a world usually hidden 
from our sight. Suppose we begin with a human 
being when he starts out on what we casually call 
life's journey. 

Wonders and Problems at Time of Birth 

In the very act ofbeing born every human being 
gives a remarkable demonstration of the fact that we 
are "fearfully and wonderfully made" (Ps. 139: 14 
ASV) and at the same time points up a problem in 
biology for which there can be no adequate explana
tion other than that there are of necessity intelligent 
planning and design. 

The average person on the street knows, of 

course, that his heart is like a double pump, the right 
side containing impure blood and the left side con
taining only pure or oxygenated blood, which has 
come from the lungs. Two separate systems of 
circulation keep the two types ofblood from mixing. 
The right side is called the systemic system and the 
left side the pulmonary system. The adult heart is 
thus arranged to keep these two completely sepa
rated in order for the body to function properly. The 
unborn child has no need for this complete separa
tion of the two types ofblood. The mother does the 
breathing for the embryo (the lungs are not ev.en 
inflated in the unborn child), and the mother's 
bloodstream provides for the aeration of the child's 
blood. Thus, there are two short circuits in the 
system of circulation of the embryo before birth. 
One of these is a small opening between the right 
auricle and the left auricle of the fetal heart-an 
opening right through the wall, known as the fora
men ovale, which allows the blood to flow uninter
rupted through the two cavities. The other bypass in 
the system is a short and thick vessel, equipped with 
a tough sheet of smooth muscle, which connects the 
pulmonary artery with the great aortic arch that 
carries oxygenated blood to all parts of the body. 
These two short circuits, prepared to serve the 
unborn fetus, are destined to be changed at the time 
of birth and are never used again. 

The sequence and precision of it all are wonders 
in themselves and, with God ruled out, problems of 
considerable dimensions. With God recognized, 
they become parts of His creational design. 

The opening between the two auricles, the fora
men ovale, is in embryonic life guarded by flaps of 
tissue that permit the flow of blood through the 
opening. At birth, and instantaneously, because of 
certain pressure relationships, the flaps are closed, 
never to open again. The exact nature of these 
pressure relationships is not known. We are facing 
an unsolved problem. Eventually new tissue grows 
across the opening, and in themajorityofpeoplethis 
shortcut is completely sealed off in adult life. Oth
erwise, there would be a condition called leakage of 
the heart, which would mean a mixing of pure and 
impure blood. In about one-fifth of the population, 
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however, a tiny opening remains to mark the spot of 
this shortcut that once existed before birth. It is 
indeed a marvel of unique design that can provide for 
a system that operates efficiently through embry
onic life and then, at the moment of birth, causes a 
closing of this opening so that it remains sealed 
throughout adult life. 

Now we come to the muscle that contracts only 
once during the entire duration oflife. It is the same 
smooth muscle which occurs on the short bypass 
from the pulmonary artery to the aorta. As soon as 
the lungs fill with air at the moment of birth, the 
contracting muscle causes the vessel to close off 
completely; this causes the blood to flood into the 
lungs to be aerated with oxygen. The action of the 
muscle is effected by some unknown stimulus-one 
of our unsolved problems. The muscle eventually 
degenerates and disappears. 

After birth the breathing and circulation are 
similar to those of the adult body. One could not find 
a better example of wise planning and intelligent 
design than in these two adjustments, which are 
made by every fetus at birth. That it is absolutely 
essential for the two to function properly-without 
training or research-lies in the sobering fact that 
after failure there are no second chances. As the 
lungs have not inflated before in the unborn child, 
there must be no slip-up in this at the time when the 
baby must breathe for itself. Also, that these two 
shortcuts should be closed correctly the first and 
only time means the difference between life and 
death. 

Parents who await the birth of their child can 
derive strength and joy from the knowledge that in 
the vast majority of cases God's creational design 
works out wonderfully and that for Him problems do 
not exist. 

The Spider That Lives in a Diving Bell 

Spiders are air-breathing creatures that have 
invaded almost every habitat known to exist in 
which such creatures can make a home, but there is 
one spider that, strangely enough, habitually makes 
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its home in that most inhospitable of all environ
ments for spiders-the water! This spider, the 
Argyroneta aquatica, displays the curious instinct of 
building her nest below the surface of the water, and 
it is somewhat in the fashion of a diving bell, such as 
that which men have lately fashioned for their ocean 
research. The animal usually selects still and 
untroubled water for her purpose. First, she spins a 
balloon-shaped nest of cobweb, an oval hollow lined 
with delicate silk. It is anchored by strands of web to 
some nearby plant or other object under the surface 
of the water. The diving bell, which is open below, 
allows the entrance and egress of the mistress that 
made it. But it is not yet ready to be occupied, for it 
must now be supplied with fresh air-first, to dis
place the water inside it and second, to breathe. 

The hind legs of the spider are so delicately 
covered with hair that she can take hold of an air 
bubble, take it down into the water, and release it 
underneath the diving bell which she made. The 
bubble naturally rises to the surface, displacing an 
equal amount of water. This process is continued 
until the bell is completely filled with air. It then 
becomes apparent that all this ingenious and unor
thodox behavior is for the purpose of providing for 
her young. Eggs are laid in the uppermost part-the 
ceiling of the bell. When they hatch, a fresh supply 
of air is always at hand, and they are completely safe 
from any air-breathing enemies by a cover of water. 
In this oval bell, which is a silk-lined cell open 
below, she watches for prey, such as aquatic insects. 
Having stocked her larder full of these delicacies, 
she closes the opening and spends the winter, with 
plenty of food and air for both herself and her 
progeny. 

Let us consider these intricate adjustments for 
life underwater. In order to live such a life as this, the 
spider must be able to secrete a web that is com
pletely waterproof and airtight-no small feat in 
itself! The matter of carrying the water bubbles to fill 
the diving bell is still more amazing. It would be 
difficult for me to say how to carry a water bubble, 
but this spider does it, time and time again-without 
one mishap! It has been said that "she descends with 
her bubble like with a globe of quicksilver." 



How does she know how many bubbles to bring 
into her nest? Who taught her to carry the bubbles of 
air? How, indeed, did she ever come by the idea of 
living under the surface of the water? Unsolvable 
problems? Yes and no. 

Such a highly specialized type of existence, with 
the equally specialized organs for providing for this 
unusual life, defy any satisfactory explanation ex
cept that this species of spider was designed-indeed 
created- this way. The only logical, adequate expla
nation is that an intelligent being designed the water 
spider for this extraordinary kind of life. Since it all 
had to be done perfectly the first time, there could be 
no error in any of these intricacies, or there just 
would not have been any more water spiders. 

God's purpose? Chiefly, His own Divine enjoy
ment: "The Lord shall rejoice in his works." (Ps. 
104:31, KJV). And He gives man th~ high privilege 
of joining Him therein-in manlike measure. 

The Yucca Flower and the Pronuba Moth 

Another example oflife's God-created diversity 
is the interdependence of the yucca flower of the 
Southwest and the Pronuba moth, a silvery insect of 
the same region and quite different from the clothes 
moth against which our housewives wage their 
unending war. The yucca plant grows in Texas and 
in some of the deserts of the Southwest. Sometimes 
it is called the Spanish bayonet, a fitting name, as 
anyone who has grasped its long, slender, but spiny 
leaves will testify. In the springtime, from the center 
of a rosette of leaves near the ground there appears 
a tall flower stalk, anywhere from two to six feet in 
height, which bears a great mass of large showy 
white flowers. The flower produces pollen which is 
too heavy for wind pollination. Besides, hanging 
down as the flower does, no pollen can fall into it. 
This is where the female of the Pronuba moth 
(Pronuba yuccas ella) comes into the picture. 

She goes about to complete her mission of 
pollinating the flowers just as if she were aware of 
the fact that the flowers of this species have stigmas 
that hang downward and that the sensitive stigmatic 

surface which receives the pollen from the stamens 
is inside the hollow. In the economy of the desert her 
instinct has been designed to provide survival for the 
yucca, as well as for her own larvae. Neither the plant 
nor the insect could exist without the other. 

Pollen is gathered by the moth in specialized 
mouth parts, fixed into a pellet or wad and carried 
with her as she visits flower after flower. First, she 
crawls up the downward-pointing style to the bul
bous ovary, the place where the seeds will develop 
if the ovules are fertilized. In this soft bulb she lays 
her eggs by piercing it with her ovipositor. 

What about the wad of pollen? Well, now she 
does a very surprising thing. Instead of flying off 
after she has laid her eggs, she crawls back down 
along the style to the stigma, at the end of the style, 
and there she proceeds to pack the stigma full of 
pollen with the pellet which she has brought from 
another flower. Strangely enough, she has taken care 
of providing for her own offspring, as well as for the 
reproduction of the yucca flower. The flower really 
does benefit by this arrangement, for in spite of the 
fact that the young of the Pronuba moth do feed on 
some of the seeds that develop in the ovary, of the 
200 or so produced, only about 20 will be eaten by 
the larvae of the moth. So there are plenty of seeds 
left for propagating the yucca plant. 

That the two organisms are completely depen
dent on each other is attested by the fact that all the 
ripe seed pods of the yucca show one or more scars 
where the moth punctured them in laying her eggs. 
Any pods which are not thus pierced fail to set seed. 
The moth has not visited the flower, pollen has not 
been crammed into the stigmatic tube, and no fertili
zation has occurred. Besides, without the yucca the 
larvae of the moth would have no suitable feeding 
place. When fully developed, after having fed on the 
seeds developed in the seed pod, the larvae eat their 
way out, drop by a silken cord to the ground, then, 
in the ground, spin a tight cocoon around them
selves, and wait-wait all year until the yucca flower 
blooms again! 

As for the female Pronuba, her whole destiny 
and purpose is to fertilize the yucca and to deposit 
her eggs in the right place for the larvae to feed on 
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and grow. When that is done, she dies. Unbiased 
reason, plain common sense, must tell us that the 
Pronuba moth and the yucca flower are not the result 
of an accident or a chance association of the two 
interdependent organisms. The Creator must have 
brought both into existence at the same time, for 
without the moth the yucca could not be pollinated, 
and without the yucca the moth could not provide for 
her larvae. 

Between a problem that is definitely beyond 
solution and an infinite Creator-God, the choice 
should not be difficult. 

The Case of the Spanish Copris Beetle 
The Spanish Copris is a beetle with a heavy and 

cumbersome body and a horn of good size on her 
head. The legs of this beetle are short and stubby and 
seemingly unfit for kneading and rolling, as the pill
roller beetles do. The manner in which this insect 
goes about the business of preparing food for her 
young has never been adequately explained. The 
problem of the radical change in her habits, from a 
glutton with an insatiable hunger for food into a 
starving, unselfish provisioner of food for her young, 
is still to be solved. 

May or June of each year is our beetle's egg
laying time. She is a scavenger beetle and has her 
nesting place in some heap of refuse from a barn
yard. She has burrowed under the heap, made a nice 
roomy spot, and now begins to carry food in-plenty 
of it and all of it pretty moist. A narrow passage is left 
for her to get in and out, but for the rest the room is 
almost filled with the shapeless mass of food. Then, 
like a baker who kneads his dough by hand, the 
Spanish Copris begins to press and knead this little 
mass (it's little; after all, she herself is little). She 
tamps and presses it with her short stubby legs. Then 
she divides it into equal parts and makes each part 
into a little cake. When all that is done, she proceeds 
with the matter of egg laying. A simple egg is placed 
on each little cake, and some of the material is 
wrapped around the egg. After about twenty-four 
hours the egg-depositing operation is done. There is 
usually no fixed number of cakes. 

Now it would seem that she could leave the 
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burrow in search of some food for herself, for she has 
been going hungry all this time. She wouldn't think 
of touching the food that is meant for her young. But 
she stays right where she is. In fact, she stays another 
four months until every one of the eggs has hatched! 
"Her clumsy hom-shod foot is more sensitive in the 
dark than the sight of a man in broadest daylight," 
said Fabre, the late and famous French entomolo
gist. 

Now she hears her grubs hatching. She hustles 
from one tiny nest to another. Apparently she has no 
instinct for demolishing the little cake in case the 
grub (a wormlike larva) gets stuck and fails to make 
its exit; her instinct seems to be solely for the 
building and repairing of her larger quarters. Some 
people have scoffed at the ingenious manner in 
which this lowly scavenger of the field goes about 
her business. They argue that the Copris stays in her 
burrow during all this time for the simple reason that 
she cannot get out-because of weakness, obstruc
tion, or what not. But some people are wrong! The 
Copris does not dream of leaving. She keeps her 
little home intact, removes any debris that might fall 
on the little nests, and goes about polishing and 
inspecting. And she goes hungry for four long 
months, whereas before she was a glutton, eating 
voraciously and constantly. 

When the grubs finally emerge, she sees to it that 
each one is supplied with a generous supply of food
plenty and enough to last until all are able to shift for 
themselves. Then she begins to think about herself. 
She has been true to her God-implanted instinct. 
And the reader and this writer have been witnesses 
to love among the beetles-mother love! 

I have finished presenting to the reader a few 
illustrations of the marvels and diversities of natural 
life. When one remembers that these illustrations 
could be multiplied a million times, one is bound to 
stand amazed to the point of speechlessness. I am 
honest and humble enough to believe that, for an 
explanation of all this, mindless nature and fortuity 
are ruled out: an omniscient God alone is the 
answer. 

[Dr. Artist received his education in the United 
States and Europe. He has a B.Sc. degree from 



Butler University, an M.Sc.from Northwestern, and 
a Ph.D. from the University ofMinnesota. Afterward 
he pursued extensive graduate studies at the Univer
sity of Zurich, Switzerland, and for five years was a 
professor at Frankfurt-am-Main College, Germany. 
For the last twelve years he has been the head of the 
Department of Biology at David Lipscomb College. 
He is well known in both biological and botanical 
circles as a keen and penetrating researcher and a 
man of great facility in the latest biologic theories 
and discoveries. Among his several monographs are 
Pollen Spectrum Studies and Bog Pollen Analysis. 
Dr. Artist is a member of three state academies of 
science: Indiana, Tennessee, and Texas.] 

For reprints of the above article contact: 
Dr. Russell C. Artist 

I507 Blue Springs Rd. 
Franklin, TN 37064 

( 615) 3 73-0963 
[Editor's note: The church is extremely fortu

nate to have a man of Dr. Russell C. Artist's capa
bilities. His greatest accomplishment is his obedi
ence to God, which testifies to his membership in an 
eternal kingdom. His greatest distinction is his love 
of ageless truth. In a recent letter, commending the 
Firm Foundation, brother Artist said, ui am grate-
ful that a few of our brotherhood papers are sound
ing out warnings against false teaching ... it is good 
to know that somebody is on the side ofthe Bible! We 
have good preachers who stay clear almost entirely 
of (rebuking) false teaching. I guess the elders have 
told them to be positive. "Brother Artist also told of 
how brother E. R. Harper, late in his life, stood up 
in the audience at Granny White church in Nash
ville, and ~pleaded with preaching brethren to 
sound out the warning and meet false denomina
tional teachers with the sword ofthe Spirit. "Brother 
Artist's excellent article makes one wonder how 
anyone could possibly think that God, who is so 
careful about things of nature, could be careless 
about his gospel of salvation and uncaring about 
how men receive and obey it! Thank you, brother 
Russell C. Artist, and may God richly bless you.] 
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A DISCUSSION OF 

"EARNEST" AND" SEALED" 
By Topper Pipkin 

The phrase "earnest of the Spirit" appears three 
times in New Testament: 2 Corinthians I:21-22, 2 
Corinthians 5:5, and Ephesians I:13-14. Our English 
word "earnest" comes from the original arrabon 
meaning "a pledge, or guarantee." Bible interpretation 
must be hannonious with the context, the inspired 
grammar, and sound reasoning. 

In both of the 2 Corinthian passages, the word 
"God" appears in the nominative case, therefore 
"God" is the subject of each sentence. The verb is 
"gave," and being transitive, it must have a direct 
object. What is that direct object that God gave? In 
both passages, the word in the accusative (direct 
object) case is ''the earnest." Therefore, the simple 
sentence is "God gave the earnest," with all other 
terms serving as modifiers. Notice that the "Holy 
Spirit" is not the direct object, but is in the genitive/ 
ablative case, signifying source, and showing from 
where the earnest came. 

In Ephesians I: I3-14, there is a parenthesis we 
must not ignore. The parenthesis is the last part of 
Ephesians I: I3 and follows the colon in the King 
James Version. Otherversionsdesignatetheparenthesis 
by a dash or other literary marks. The parenthesis is 
"in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed 
with that Holy Spirit of promise." 

Temporarily omitting the parenthesis helps us to 
understand the meaning of the passage. "In whom ye 
also, having heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, ... which is an earnest." The relative 
pronoun "which/who" is referring to the word, or 
gospel, as the earnest, not the Holy Spirit! 

Additionally, it should be noted that the pronoun 
"which/who" refers to some antecedent previously 
mentioned by the inspired writer. The pronoun, being 
masculine, must agree with a previously mentioned 
noun in both gender and number. Note: "the Holy 
Spirit" is neuter in gender, not masculine! The only 
noun in the context that is masculine is "the word" in 
verse I3.Conclusion?ThewordofGod,notapersonal 
in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit, is serving as a pledge/ 
guarantee, assuring the Christian of his inheritance 
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(eternal life). Remember, please, that Paul says the 
gospel is God's power unto salvation (Rom. I: I6). 

Since Paul mentions the idea of a "seal" in two of 
the above passages, a word or two is in order regarding 
that subject. A "seal" is a public sign, certification, or 
confirmation, such as an official stamp, the impression 
made by an official ring in a clay tablet, et cetera. 

In I Corinthians 9:2, Paul uses the word "seal" to 
refer to miraculous endowments imparted by the 
laying on of his (Paul's) hands. In his day, many 
questioned his apostleship, and Paul argues that they 
(the Corinthians) were a public affirmation that he was 
an apostle! How? Obviously by the miracles he did, 
and since only an apostle could impart miraculous 
(spiritual) gifts to others by the laying on of hands 
(Acts 8: I4-I8), the Corinthians themselves could be 
offered as public proof that Paul was an apostle. 

The seal ofthe Holy Spirit was the miraculous gifts 
that confirmed the one preaching had God's approval. 
This was God's way of confirming that the one 

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATIEND THE ... 

speaking was His spokesman (Mark I6:20). 
Paul informs his readers that the word of God 

supplies the Christian with a pledge ofhis inheritance 
(eternal life). Such assurance, given by inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, came only from ''the word of truth." 
The signs (miracles) certified the message was from 
heaven (Mark I6:20; Heb. 2:3-4). We, too, can rest 
assured ofits authenticity since it has received heaven's 
stamp of approval. Rt 3. Box 44 

Marlow, OK. 73055 
(Editor's note: The proof of our pardon is the 

witness oftheHoly Spirit with the witness oft he human 
spirit (Romans 8: 16). The witness of the Holy Spirit 
comes through the word of God, and the witness of the 
human spirit is our obedience to that word. This 
confirms that God, through "the Spirit himselfbeareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are children of God" 
(Rom. 8:16). Underscoring, again, how urgent and 
weighty is the revealed word and how tragic it is to 
trifle [a very small amount or admixture] with it.) 
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SIN AND DEATH 
By Cleo J. Scott 

"In all this Job sinned not nor charged God 
foolishly." Multitudes charge God foolishly. A baby 
dies. The parents accuse God, saying, "Why did God 
take my baby?" A car wreck maims someone. Friends 
complain, "Why did God let this happen?" 

God placed the order of things under natural law. 
Man's sin brings man's death. "All have sinned and 
have come short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3 :23). 
"For since by man came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead" (1 Cor. 15:21). When man 
breaks God's law, Godisnotto blame. Man transgresses 
God's moral or natural law and must suffer for his 
wrongs. "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shaH he also 
reap!" 

"God is not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance" (2 Pet. 3:9). "God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

God prepared our salvation before creation (Eph. 
1: 1-6). We must not foolishly accuse God, saying," He 
made me this way."The truth is, we made ourselves 
this way! 

God gives us the power of choice. If he did not, 
we would be like animals-without choice or 
accountability. Satan is always around tempting us at 
our weakest point. 

It is easy for us to tum from God and grapple our 
souls to sin. We falsify, say ugly words, deceive our 
neighbor, take advantage of people in business deals, 
fly off the handle, lust and such like, and think we have 
done no wrong. Some say Christians cannot sin. Ifthis 
is true, why did God give the saved so many warnings 
against sin? 

"Therefore, brethren, we are debtor, not to the 

flesh, to live after the flesh. For if we live after the 
flesh, we shall die; but if ye through the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live" (Rom. 
8:12-13). . 

"Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever 
of you are justified by the law (the law of Moses); ye 
are fallen from grace" (Gal. 5:4). 

"Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 
God" (Heb. 3: 12). 

"Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and 
oneconverthim;lethimknowthathewhichconverteth 
the sinner from the error of his way shall save soul 
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins" (Jas. 
5:19-20). 

"Be not deceived, God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For 
he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting" (Gal. 6:7-8). 

"Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10: 12). 

"But I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection: lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should become a castaway" 
(I Cor. 9:27). 

"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath 
created to be received with thanksgiving of them 
which believe and know the truth" (I Tim. 4:1-3). 

"Their word will eat as doth a gangrene: of whom 
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is Hymenaeus and Philetus; men 
who concerning the truth have erred, 
saying that the resurrection is past 
already, and overthrow the faith of 
some" (2 Tim 2: 17-18). 

"But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin. If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us" 
(1 John 1:7-10). 

"Y e therefore, beloved, seeing 
ye know these things before, beware 
lest ye also, being led away with the 
error of the wicked, fall from your 
own steadfastness" (2 Pet. 3: 17). 

"For if after they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world through 
the knowledge of the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein, and overcome, 
the latter end is worse with them 
than the beginning. For it had been 
better for them not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than, after 
they have known it, to tum from the 
holy commandment delivered unto 
them. But it is happened unto them 
according to the true proverb, the 
dog is turned to his own vomit 
again; and the sow that was washed 
to her own wallowing in the mire" 
(2 Pet. 2:20-22). 
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[The first article in this series defined the millennialist 's dogma of rapture as the supposed time Jesus spirits 
the saved away from the earth for a seven- year period of rapture and leaves the unsaved in an earthly limbo. 
He will then return to earth a third time, according to this mistaken view, to reign as a literal king on David's 
literal throne in the literal city of Jerusalem for a literal thousand years.} 

WHAT ABOUT THE RAPTURE? (2) 
By Joe E. Galloway 

CONTRARY TO BIBLE TEACHING 

Many things in this fanciful doctrine contradict 
Bible truth! The word "rapture" is not Biblical. Hal 
Lindsey says itisnotin theBibleand tells us not to look 
for it (The Late Great Planet Earth, page 126). 
Consider some discrepancies of this doctrine with 
God's revealed truth. 

First Discrepancy 

The idea that the saved are to be taken from the 
world, while the lost remain, violates Bible teaching. 
The parable of the tares (Matt. 13:24-30; 38-43) 
disproves this notion. The wheat and the tares grow 
together "until the harvest" (13:30). Jesus tells us 
"the good seed are the children of the kingdom" and 
"the tares are the children of the wicked one" (13:38). 
"The harvest is the end of the world" (13:39). The 
sacred scriptures say the good and the bad will "grow 
together'' until the "end of the world." In the final 
harvest the householder will command, "Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn" (verse 
30). Jesus' interpretation oftheparable says, "The Son 
of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather 
out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace 
of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun" (verses 
41-43). The impress of the passage is a simultaneous 
judgment of the saved and the lost. The parable says 

the lost are to be cast into the fires of hell at the same 
time the saved go to their heavenly mansions. 

Second Discrepancy 

Dispensational millenarians teach separate 
resurrections of the good and evil. According to them, 
the transformed righteous of earth are swept away to 
a seven-year ecstasy. After the seven years, the sainted 
dead are resurrected to take part in a victorious 1 ,000-
year earthly kingdom. After this, the wicked are 
resurrected. This makes different resurrections 
separated by at least 1 ,000 years. 

Jesus said, "Marvel not at this: for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation" (John 
5:28-29). 

Some try to dodge the force of this by saying that 
"all" simply refers to the saved. Jesus takes care of 
this quibble-"they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection oflife; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation." The ransomed and the 
dammed are raised the same hour. 

Third Discrepancy 

The rapture theory demands a secret coming of 
Christ. In discussing the destruction of Jerusalem, 
Jesus told his disciples not to believe it if some said, 
"Lo, here is Christ, or there" (Matt. 24:23-26). 
Jesus explained, "For as the lightning cometh out of 
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the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be" (Matt. 24:27). 

Just as all see the flash of lightning, so Christ's 
ultimate coming will be open and public. It will not be 
an event so secret that most of mankind will not even 
realize Christ has returned until many hours afterward. 
Acts 1: 11 tells us, "This same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven." When he comes 
again, "every eye shall see him" (Rev. 1 :7). 

Fourth Discrepancy 

The rapture speculation of millenial dispensationa
lists demands two future, literal returns ofChrist. They 
can one return "the rapture" and the other return "the 
revelation." Jesus promised, "I will come again" 
(John 14:3). He did not say, "I will come again and 
again." Hebrews 9:28 tells us that "unto them that look 
for him shall he appear the second time without sin 
unto salvation." A third literal coming of Jesus is not 
promised in holy scripture. 

Dispensationalists downplay what the Bible says 
about a second literal coming by calling it the first and 
second "phase" ofhis second coming. This does not 
remove the fact they teach he is coming two more 
times, with seven years between his second and third 
coming. The Bible teaches one, still future, literal 
coming of Christ! 

Fifth Discrepancy 

A seven- year period of great tribulation on earth 
triggered by the second, literal coming of Jesus is not 
in the Bible. Matthew 24:21 mentions "great 
tribulation" at the destruction of Jerusalem-not after 
this age and the destruction. of the earth. 

The great tribulation of Matthew 24 cannot refer 
to Jesus' last coming. The passage tells his followers 
not to return to their houses for possessions and speaks 
of the difficulty of being pregnant or nursing a baby 
and of the inconvenience of fleeing during the winter 
or on the Sabbath, all of which is meaningless, unless 
he is speaking of Jerusalem's destruction, and not of 
his second, final coming. If Jesus is coming again to 
steal, like a thief, the good folk from the earth, it is 
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pointless to tell them not to pack their clothes·norurge 
them to pray nor to have babies, nor that it is winter, 
nor the Sabbath day when he comes to zing them into 
rhapsody. 

Revelation 7: 14 speaks of victorious saints who 
suffered "greattribulation" on earth, who are rewarded 
by the Lord in heaven. There is no passage in all the 
Bible that speaks of a great tribulation after the 
Christian age. The Bible speaks instead of great 
comfort for the redeemed at the end of this period. 

Sixth Discrepancy 

The anti christ concept of millennialism is foreign 
to the scriptures. Antichrist simply means a person 
who is against Christ. The term is never used in the 
Bible to designate a leader of the forces of evil at the 
end of time. 

1 John 2: 18 helps answer this false emphasis~ John 
said, "even now are many antichrists." The antichrists 
of John's day disprove the claim that one antichrist 
will appear after this age. 

Alistofthoseidentifiedastheantichristisamusing
Napoleon, Wilhelm, Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, Henry 
Kissinger, and Roriald Reagan. Soon someone will 
add Suddam Hussein to the roll. The prophets for 
dispensationalism are obviously wide of the mark, but 
that does not seem to bother their followers. They 
commonly ignore Deuteronomy 18:22! The prophets 
of the rapture, who teach lies, are the tail (lsa. 9: 15). 

Seventh Discrepancy 

The battle of Armageddon, according to 
dispensational millenialists, is a war between the 
forces of the anti christ and those of Jesus at his literal, 
second coming. Revelation 16: 14 mentions a "battle" 
and verse 16 mentions a place called" Armageddon." 
Neither the antichrist nor Christ's last coming is 
mentioned in this passage. 

Pre-millennialists say prophetic statements should 
be accepted in an unqualified sense. The battle of 
Armageddon is therefore a verbatim, carnal warfare. 
Some claim the carnage will be so great blood will 
really flow to the depth ofthe horse's bits-horses will 
be swimming in human blood. 



Will they accept as literal "three unclean spirits 
like frogs" coming "out of the mouth of the dragon" 
to gather the kings to battle? The war ofRevelation 16 
is no more literal than is the instigator a literal frog who 
comes out of the mouth of a literal dragon. 

Eighth Discrepancy 

Advocates of the rapture say the earthly phase of 
the kingdom ofheaven is to begin when Christ comes 
a second time unto salvation. The Bible says the 
earthly phase of the kingdom of God now exists and 
will end when Jesus appears a final time. 

The kingdom of heaven, which John the Baptist 
said was at hand, began on the Pentecost of Acts 2, 
during the Roman empire as foretold in Daniel 2:44. 
First century saints were in it (Col. 1:13-14; Heb. 
12:28). At Jesus' last coming he will deliver an already 
established kingdom to God the Father ( 1 Cor. 15:23-
25). 

Ninth Discrepa11cy 

Dispensationalists list as many as seven separate 
days of judgment. All such false teachers list at least 

three days ofjudgment---one at the claimed rapture of 
the saints, another for the nations after the assumed 
seven-year tribulation, and a third at the end of the so
called millennium. 

The Bible teaches one day of judgment. Near the 
end of the gospel of Matthew we read of the day of 
judgmentatleastfourtimes(10:15; 11:22-24; 12:36), 
and ')udgment" (singular) at least two more times 
(12:41, 42). "He hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world" (Acts 17:31). The idea of various 
days ofjudgment for various groups of people is alien 
to the Bible. 

"As it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear 
the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shaH 
he appear the second time without sin unto salvation" 
(Heb. 9:27-28). 
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TRANSLATING BAPTIZO 
By Luther W. Martin 

In November 1865 Dr. George W. Eaton, Presi
dent of Madison University, delivered an address 
before the American Bible Union. In his remarks, 
Dr. Eaton, asked the question, "What is a faithful 
translation?" Then he gave the following answer: 

"The exact meaning of the inspired text, as 
that text expressed it, to those who under
stood the original Scriptures at the time they 
were first written, must be given by corre
sponding words and phrases, as far as they 
can be found in the vernacular tongue of 
those for whom the translation is designed, 
with the least obscurity and indefiniteness. 

"These Oracles were at first deposited in 
languages now unknown to all, save a very 
small number in comparison with the whole 
race. We shall not stop to attempt a vindica
tion of the divine wisdom in this arrange
ment. Enough that God has so ordered that 
His eternal and immutable revelations, given 
through angels and by His Spirit, and his Son 
in human flesh, should be enshrined in lan
guages destined, soon after, to become fixed 
and no longer subject to the changes and 
vicissitudes of living ·tongues. There they 
are, with an unchangeable stereotyped form, 
just as originally given, the ipsissima verba, 
the very words as penned by the inspired 
amanuenses. 

"By the remarkable providence of God, the 
substance and form have come down to us 
through the ages unchanged in every essen
tial particular. Thus, the inspired original 
stands, pre-eminently and exclusively, the 
only standard of ultimate appeal in all ques
tions about the precise meaning of the divine 
communications therein recorded. The duty 
therefore of giving the Bible to all mankind, 
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involves necessarily the work of faithful 
translations of the original into the various 
languages spoken by different nations, 
peoples, and tribes" (Pages 356-357 ,Ameri
can Bible Union Quarterly, November 1865). 

In 1865theAmericanBibleUnionreceivedmoney 
from the American Baptist Publication Society, and 
the "American Bible Union New Testament" was 
translated and published. It was published in two 
different editions: one with the word baptizo and its 
cognates translated (immerse, etc.) and the other in 
which the word baptizo and its cognates were 
"Anglicized", that is, instead of translating the Greek 
words, they coined from the Greek original an English 
word, such as "Baptist, baptize, and baptism." The 
Baptists did not wish to lose their denominational 
name, yet opposing religious groups who practice 
sprinkling and call it baptism, they desired to stress 
baptism as "dipping, submerging, immersing, or 
overwhelming." 

A Few Examples of Baptizo. 
(By non-Biblical Greek Writers.) 

Aristotle, born 384 B.C., spoke about what 
some Phoenician colonists had seen, while sailing 
out into the Atlantic, west of the strait of Gibraltar: 
"Sailing four days outside of the Pillars of Hercules 
with an east-wind, (they came) to certain desert 
places full of rushes and sea-weed; which, when it is 
ebb-tide, are not immersed (baptizesthai), but when 
it is flood-tide are overflowed." (Concerning Won
derful Reports, 136). 

Polybius, born 205 B.C.,gave this account of a 
naval battle between the Romans and Carthaginians: 
"Now, attacking in flank the more advanced of the 
pursuers, while turning and embarrassed on account 
of the weight of the ships and the unskillfulness of 
the crews, they made continued assaults and sub
merged (baptizon) many of the vessels." (History, 



book I, ch. 51,6). "Some ofthe vessels fell on their 
side, and some were overturned; but most of them, 
when the prow was let fall from on high, being 
submerged (baptizomena), became filled with sea
water and with confusion" (History, book VIII, ch. 
8,4). 

Plutarch, born 50 A.D, in describing the engines 
of Archimedes, built for the defense of Syracuse, 
said, "Some (of the vessels) thrusting down, under 
a weight firmly fixed above, they sunk into the deep; 
and others, with iron hands, or beaks like those of 
cranes, hauling up by the prow till they were erect on 
the stem, they submerged (baptizon) (Life of 
Marcellus, ch. XV). 

Plutarch also tells about the armies of Alexander, 
as they triumphantly returned from an eastern con
quest: "Thou wouldst not have seen a buckler, or a 
helmet, or a pike; but the soldiers, along the whole 
way, dipping (baptizontes) with cups, and horns, 
and goblets, from great wine-jars and mixing-bowls, 
were drinking to one another" (Life of Alexander, 
LXVII). (They "baptized" their cups and goblets 
into the wine containers, then lifted the "baptized" 
items out to drink- LWM!) Epictetus, born 50 A.D., 
wrote, "As you would not wish, sailing in a large 
and polished and richly gilded ship, to be submerged 
( baptizesthai) so neither choose, dwelling in a house 
too large and costly, to endure storms of care" 
(Moral Discourses, as written by his pupil, Arrian; 
Fragment XI). 

Strabo, born 60 B.C., wrote about the asphalt in 
Lake Sirbonis, which floats on the surface of the lake. 
"On account of the nature of the water, (High salt 
density-LWM) by virtue of which, we said, there is 
no need of being a swimmer, and he who enters in is 
not immersed (baptizesthai), but is lifted out" 
(Geography, Book XII. ch. 2,4). 

Diodorus, wrote 30-60 years B.C., in Sicily, after 
a violent storm: "The river, rushing down with the 
current increased in violence, submerged (baptizo) 
many, and destroyed them attempting to swim through 
with their armor'' (Historical Library, Book XVI. ch. 
80). 

In the same book, Diodorus wrote about the annual 
flooding of the Nile River, "Most of the wild land 

animals are surrounded by the stream and perish, 
being submerged ( baptizomena ); but some escaping 
to the high grounds, are saved" (Book I. ch. 36). 

Josephus, the Jewish historian, born 37 A.D., 
described the murder of a boy named Aristobulus 
who, at the command of Herod, was drowned by his 
companions in a swimming-bath: "Continually 
pressing down and immersing ( baptizontes) him while 
swimming, as if in sport, they did not desist till they 
had entirely suffocated him" (Antiquities of the Jews, 
book XV. ch. 3,3). 

Herein is a description of a storm, in the port of 
Joppa: "And many (of the vessels), struggling against 
the opposing swell towards the open sea (for they 
feared the shore, being rocky, and the enemies upon 
it), the billow, rising above, submerged (baptisen)" 
(Wars of the Jews, book III, ch. 9,3). 

T.J. Conant, in his work entitledBaptizein, 
published in 1860, gives 86 instances of Greek writers 
using examples similar to those given above. 

New Testament Examples by Inspired Writers 

"And they were baptized of him (John) in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins" (Matt. 3:6). "I 
indeed baptize you in water unto repentance: but he 
that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes 
I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you in the 
Holy Spirit and in fire" (Matt. 3:11 ). 

"And there went out unto him all the country of 
Judaea, and all they of Jerusalem; And they were 
baptized of him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins" (Mark 1: 5). 

"I baptized you in water; But he shall baptize you 
in the Holy Spirit" (Mark 1:8). 

"And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in 
the Jordan" (Mark 1 :9). 

"And John also was baptizing in Enon near to 
Salim, because there was much water there: and they 
came, and were baptized" (John 3:23). 
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"And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and 
they both wentdowninto the water, both Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away 
Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more, for he went 
on his way rejoicing" (Acts 8:38-30). 

"We were buried therefore with him through 
baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also 
might walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6:4). 

"For I would not, brethren, have you ignorant, 
that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea; and were all baptized unto Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea" {I Cor. 10:1-2). 

A person may not be "sprinkled or poured" in 
water, but could be immersed in water. One might 
sprinkle or pour salt on his food, but the person could 
not be sprinkled or poured on his food. The definition 
of the word may be substituted for the word and the 
statement still make sense. Let's try it! "I indeed 
sprinkle you in water." "I indeed pour you in water." 
"I indeed immerse you in water." Only the last 
sentence has proper meaning. 

Concluding Considerations 

The Greek words: baptisma, baptismos, baptistes, 
baptizo, and bapto, mean nothing more than the action 
of immersing something into something else! They 
are not "religious" words. They become "religious 
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words" only when related to, or associated with, 
religious circumstances. 

Christ commands his followers to disciple the 
nations by baptizing believers into the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). 
When one is baptized, he is translated into the kingdom 
of God's dear Son, leaving the realm of Satan, and 
entering the body of Christ, which is his church (I Cor. 
12: 13; Eph. 1 :22-23). 
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[Thank you, brother Martin, for this interesting 
word study. We take note that every time baptism is 
called a burial, in the New Testament, it is also called 
a resurrection (Rom. 6:4f and Col2: 12j). Phillip and 
the eunuch "went down into the water" and "came 
up out of the water. " Jesus, when he was baptized, 
"came up out of the water. "An immersion without a 
resurrection is a disaster. Baptism is immersion, but 
it is also deliverance. Immersion therefore does not 
translatetheGreekwordbaptizo-thecompletethought 
is burial and resurrection-Dobbs] 
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JEROBOAM JARGON 
By Gary W. Summers 

While many members oftheLord's church remain 
faithful to the word of God, some follow the new 
hermeneutic straight into the desert of apostasy. 

No one may be can stop the current digression any 
more successfully than the one that occurred a hundred 
years ago. The intellectuals are taking over colleges, 
book stores, educational materials, and congregations. 
They shamelessly join the ranks of the enemy and 
ridicule the restoration plea and the ideas that have 
enabled us to know truth and draw closer to God. 

If we cannot do anything about them, then we must 
look to ourselves. If we are to survive, we must 
continue to study the Book, maintain moral and 
doctrinal purity, and be serious about our evangelistic 
mission. If we want to avoid being swept off to 
Babylon, we must discern between those who respect 
the Scriptures and those who do not. 

The following imaginary conversation between 
King Jeroboam and Judah may bear a striking 
resemblancetotheproponentsofthenewhermeneutic 
and those who accept Biblical authority. (Please read 
1 Kings 12:25-33.) 

Judah: Brother Jeroboam, it is of great concern to 
us in the southern kingdom that you have changed the 
worship of God as He directed us. You have altered the 
time ofthe worship, the place of worship, the object of 
worship, and the priests who offer up the worship. 

Jeroboam: I perceive you are legalistic and want 
to have a lengthy discussion about the law. We have 
progressed away from law-keeping up here in Samaria. 
We're more interested in keeping the spirit of the law 
and showing love for all mankind. Love is far more 
important than law. 

Judah: You are not showing respect for God's 
law, in doing things God has not authorized. 

Jeroboam: That's a matter of opinion and religious 

liberty.Brother,youmustrealizethatreligionevolves; 
you need a better historical perspective. Once our 
forefathers worshiped God in a tabernacle, which they 
carried with them through the wilderness. Then David 
built a temple and changed the place for worship. 

Now, we choose to worship Jehovah in Dan and 
Bethel. What's so wrong with that? Did not David 
write in the Psalms that God's presence is everywhere? 
And didn't Solomon say how futile it was to confine 
God's presence to a physical temple in Jerusalem? 
Obviously, we can worship Jehovah here in these 
cities just as you can in Jerusalem. Besides, where did 
God say not to worship Him in these cities? 

Judah: He doesn't have to say, "Thou shalt not 
worship elsewhere." He specified exactly where to do 
it. 

Jeroboam: People have been using that argument 
since Noah built the ark out of gopher wood. Such 
hermeneutical principles with their pattern, blueprint 
theology, are outdated. None of the other nations are 
thinking in such terms. Your conclusion about where 
to worship is nothing more than a necessary inference. 
It's a product of your interpretation and reasoning, 
based on the faulty hermeneutical principles of the 
past. 

We in the northern kingdom are more of the mind 
that if God doesn't condemn it, it must be all right. 
Afterall,He'sperfectlycapableofexpressingnegatives 
(Thou shalt not), or have you forgotten the ten 
commandments? We can be united on those-they are 
direct commands. Anything that involves human 
reasoning you cannot bind on us. 

Judah: But you've made priests of just anyone. 
God said the Levites were to be priests. 

Jeroboam: Look, I used to think the way you do, 
but your view is too narrow. It will not work in today' s 
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world. We have trained these non-Levites to do the 
priestly functions, and they can do them as well as 
anyone. Who are you to say they shouldn't be given the 
opportunity to serve God with their abilities? Shall we 
tell them they have no place in the worship? If we don't 
let them offer up our worship, they'll do it for Baal 
instead. 

Judah: Next thing you 'II be saying the pagans are 
acceptable to Jehovah. 

Jeroboam: No, we definitely believe they are 
wrong, but for all we know, we might be mistaken in 
our views. We must realize that we don't hold a 
monopoly on truth. 

Judah: Are you saying that we can'tknow God's 
truth? 

Jeroboam: Well, we can be certain about some 
things, but it's difficult to know anything for sure. 
There are so many different philosophies and ideas. 
They all have good points and have some truth in them. 
No one can say he knows all truth. 

Judah: Well, how much truth do you think we can 
know? Can we know enough to serve and worship God 
correctly? 

Jeroboam: There you go with that law-keeping 
stuff again. We're not saved by our theology; we're 
saved by how sincere we are. 

Judah: And how sincere are you to set up golden 
calves which God specifically condemns in the second 
commandment? 

Jeroboam: Y ouare ignorant ofhistory and correct 
principles of interpretation. First, if you examine the 
intent of that text, you will find that God simply dido 't 
want us to be like the nations and worship vain gods. 
Since these calves represent Him, it's a different 
matter. It makes us feel more spiritual. The second 
point is you have ignored current scholarship. We 
have a Hebrew scholar among us that challenges the 
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"traditional" interpretation of the second commandment. 
Some brethren, out on the coast, near Tyre and Sidon, 
held a conference recently on this very subject, the 
consensus of which was that the scriptures allow us 
this freedom. Besides, scholars of every rank and 
stripeinthepaganworldaroundagreeit'sanacceptable 
practice. 

Judah: Weren't some pagans at that conference? 

Jeroboam: There you go again, being narrow
minded. Some of these pagans have degrees. Just 
because they don't serve Jehovah the same way your 
fellowship does doesn't mean they haven't studied 
about Him. We can learn a lot from these folks. 

Judah: But still, you have departed from God. You 
ordained a feast in the eighth month. You lack authority 
fordoingso.Goddidn'ttellyoutodothat;youthought 
of it all by yourself. 

Jeroboam: Do you think that an infinite God cares 
what month we observe a feast? If it's a spiritual 
experience in one month, why wouldn't it be the next 
month? Besides, this way our people can go to 
Jerusalem, and yours can visit with us. 

Judah: Despite all your explanations and denials, 
you do not serve God as he said. 

Jeroboam: Oh, yeah? Why should we listen to 
you? Most oflsrael is with us. We have the money, the 
scholarship, and the numbers on our side; what do you 
have? Two tiny tribes and some local, homespun 
logic. Nobody wants to hear your worn-out, negative 
preaching anymore. You're raising issues that nobody 
cares about. 

Our Bethel workshop draws several thousand 
people while your Jerusalem lectureship nets only 
hundreds. To be honest about it, the overwhelming 
popularity of our hermeneutics will allow us to ignore 
you. Besides, if nothing else proved that we're right 
and you're wrong, the fact that God has prospered us 
so much says it all. 

As Judah walks back to the Southern kingdom, he 



thinks ofthe words he has heard and how they compare 
to the Word of God: 

"I hate every false way" (Ps. 119: 104). 

"And now, Israel, what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all His 
ways, and to love Him, and to serve the Lord thy God 
with aH thy heart and all thy soul, to keep the 
commandments of the Lord, and His statutes, which I 
command thee this day for thy good?" (Deuteronomy 
10: 12-13). 

"Y e shall not add unto the word which I command 
you, neither shall ye diminish aught from it, that ye 

may keep the commandments of the Lord your God 
which I command you" (Deuteronomy 4:2). 

In thinking ofthe charge to parents in Deuteronomy 
6:4-9, Judah wondered what Jeroboam's children 
would be like and how all those people, once united 
brethren, would fare in time of judgment. 

It would not be written for several years, but the 
answer is "Jeroboam drove Israel from following the 
Lord, and made them sin a great sin. For the children 
of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he 
did; they did not depart from them" (2 Kings'17:21-
22). 3622 W. Malone 
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SOME ARGUMENTS AGAINST 
SOCIAL DRINKING 

By Dan Flournoy 

Some say the Bible condemns drunkenness, but 
not social drinking. A cocktail before dinner or wine 
with one's meal is acceptable Christian conduct, 
according to some. 

As some point out, Jesus turned water into wine at 
a wedding feast (John 2:1-11) and Paul told Timothy, 
"Drink no longer water but use a little wine for thy 
stomach's sake and thine often infirmities" (I Timothy 
5:23). The qualifications for elders and deacons say 
one must not be "given to wine" or "given to much 
wine" (I Timothy 3 :3,8). Some say elders and 
deacons may drink wine in moderate amounts. 

Let us briefly examine these arguments. First, 
Jesus made approximately 120 gallons of wine for a 
wedding in Cana of Galilee (John 2:1-11 ). The word 
"wine" (John 2:3,1 0) is oinos, a generic term which 
could mean either fermented or not fermented juice. If 
this means intoxicating drink, several problems arise: 
(1) Jesus did what was strictly forbidden in the Law: 
"Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it 
sparkleth in the cup ... "(Proverbs 23:31); (2) Jesus 
would have been tempting them to drunkenness in 
violation of Habakkuk 2:15: "Woe unto him that 
giveth his neighbor drink, to thee that addest thy 

venom, and makest him drunken also .... " (3) Jesus 
would have provided a drink in such quantity to make 
hundreds drunk in defiance of many passages that 
condemn drunkenness. The sinless Jesus made non
intoxicating "wine" at the wedding feast. Therefore, 
his example cannot be cited as an argument for social 
drinking! 

Regarding 1 Timothy 3:3,8 and Titus 1:7, "not 
given to wine" and "not given to much wine," let us 
notice two things. ( 1) To be consistent, those who say 
that "much wine" implies one may drink "a little 
wine" would have to affinn that Ecclesiastes 7:17, 
"Be not overmuch wicked" means it is right to be 
moderately wicked! Also, "Let not sin therefore reign 
in your mortal body" (Romans 6:12) means there is 
nothing wrong with sin, if it does not take control of 
one's life! (2) ''Not given to wine" is paroinos (I 
Timothy 3:3; Titus 1 :7). This is a compound Greek 
word--para (at, by the side of, near) and oinos (wine). 
Thus, paroinos would literally mean that an elder 
must not be at, by the side of, or near wine. The word 
wine in these passages would obviously mean 
intoxicating wine. We conclude these passages cannot 
be used to argue for social drinking. What of Paul's 

(continued on page 23) 
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Woman's Page 

WAYS AND MIENS OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN 

A dear friend asked me to write down what it felt 
like to experience the loss of a child. At first I said no. 
What purpose could it serve? Perhaps my friend 
thought it would be good therapy for me. Maybe so
I do not know. 

I know there is an emptiness in my soul. I know she 
is in God's care. She was the best Christian I have 
known. My life is forever changed. 

I am a Christian. I know God's promises. He 
knows I am hurting. I know he cares. 

Yes, we have love! y memories. She had a wonderful 
childhood. She knew we loved her. As a family, we 
had a beautiful life together. God and church came 
first; then came other fun times-camping in beautiful 
areas of trees, lakes, and rivers; slumber parties; 
having crowds of friends over; and, since we had three 
girls, many big boys sitting on our old naugahyde 
couch. God blessed us so much. How can we complain? 

Flying Sunday morning to Phoenix, I felt 
encouraged by her having lung surgery scheduled for 
the next day- and with new medicine available. I 
would stay with her for three or four weeks, and then 
she would be on the road to another recovery. 

She did not want to be put on a respirator. We told 
the doctor of her request. He kept asking if we all 
agreed with that decision. Will it improve hercondition? 
No. Can she ever be offthe respirator? No. Is there any 
hope for her? No. 

The spasms came closer and closer. 
They had to keep increasing the morphine. Tubes 

were in all parts ofherprecious body; an oxygen mask 
was on her face. Between spasms, she Jay as if in a 
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"As the Life of a 
Flower" 

By Maxine Farley 

coma. In a quiet time, one nurse said she believed 
anyone in this condition could still hear. Wouldn't it 
be wonderful ifl could talk to her just one more time 
and tell her how she had blessed our lives and how we 
love her and that we will always carry her with us, no 
matter where we may go? Maybe she could hear me! 

"Oh, Love That Will Not Let Me Go." I kept 
holding her precious hand, as it got colder. Lovely 
hands that had nurtured and fed and bathed four dear 
children, loving every minute of it! The spasms 
stopped. The breathing got slower and slower. "God, 
I have ta lked to you almost continually-day and 
night- for three years, telling you what I wanted for 
her. Is this the answer?" 

Her hand was colder; her breathing was slower. 
God, I can'tgive her up now! I can't live without her, 
but her children will suffer and miss her most. Her 
hand was so cold. I felt her legs. They were cold. She 
had stopped breathing. God had answered her prayer, 
"Please let me go!" 

Her body had worn out. It doesn't seem real. It 
seems that we are walking through a dream. Then I 
remember what David said when his child died. "I 
shall go to him, but he will not return to me" (2 Sam. 
12:23). 

For the next few hours we sat in a daze. Now and 
then Bible verses flashed through my mind: "Neither 
death, nor life ... shall separate us from the love of 
God" (Rom. 8:38-39). Just a few hours before she 
died she said, with a faint smile, "We have had fun, 
haven't we?" I bel ieve that was the last thing she said. 

I cannot imagine living without her. She came into 



our lives during World War II, just before her father 
went into the Air Force. I do not know how I would 
have gotten through those years without her. She 
retained her childlike innocence all her life. I think of 
her as Christ described Nathaniel, "in whom there is 
no guile" (John 1 :47). There was no foolishness or 
sarcasm in her conversation. 

On one occasion, when she was going to a business 
dinner where she would know few people and where 
she would feel a bit afraid, she said to me, "I have 
decided to try to make everyone I meet tonight feel 
good about themselves." She found the key to 
happiness-forgetting self, thinking of others! 

Jan was asked, "Hasn't all this moving from state 
to state damaged your children? "Jan answered, "Not 
at all. The first thing we do is find the church, and 
immediately they have friends." As Paul said, "Christ 
will be honored in my body, whether by life or by 
death" (Phil. I :20). 

Written by her mother, in memory of Janyth 
Farley Jones, born September 14, 1942; died October 
22, 1990; at the age of 48 years, I month, and 8 days. 

Charline Lemonds Sexton 
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We can make our lives sublime 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. '? 
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SOME ARGUMENTS AGAINST SOCIAL DRINKING 
(continued from page 21) 

instruction to Timothy to "drink no longer water, but 
use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often 
infirmities" (I Timothy 5:23 )? Consider: ( 1) Timothy 
must have been a total abstainer, else this apostolic 
admonition would not have been necessary; (2) he was 
told to use a little wine, not a large amount; (3) the 
instruction was in view of a physical ailment. Therefore, 
Timothy was not told to drink wine socially. There is 
absolutely nothing in the passage to support social 
drinking! 

Advocates of social drinking must look elsewhere 
to justify their practice. Brethren who love the Lord 
and the church will strive to lead pure and holy lives 
in the sight of God and their fellow man. 
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IF LIVE MEN KNEW 
WHAT DEAD MEN KNOW 

By Howard R. Horton 
On the front of a recent bulletin were the words, 

"If live men knew what dead men know, the world 
would be saved in 24 hours." It might take a lot less 
than 24 hours. 

Hell is a very bad place. The Bible calls eternal 
punishment ''the second death" and "the lake of 
fire" (Revelation 20: 14). We get a good idea about 
what hell is like by reading of the rich man and 
Lazarus. 

"Now there was a certain rich man, and he was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, faring sumptuously 
every day: and a certain beggar named Lazarus was 
laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with 
the crumbs that fell from the rich man's table; yea, 
even the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came 
to pass, that the beggar died, and that he was carried 
away by the angels into Abraham's bosom: and the 
rich man also died, and was buried. And in Hades he 
lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seethAbraham 
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and 
said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip ofhis finger in water, 
and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame. 
But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy 
Iifetimereceivedstthy good things, and Lazarus in like 
manner evil things: but now here he is comforted, and 
thou art in anguish. And besides all this, between us 
and you there is a great gulf fixed, that they that would 
pass from hence to you may not be able, and that none 
may cross over from thence to us. And he said, I pray 
thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to 
my father's house; for I have five brethren; that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of 
tonnent. But Abraham saith, They have Moses and the 
prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father 
Abraham: but if one go to them from the dead, they 
will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
if one rise from the dead" (Luke 16: 19-31 ). 

From the midst of the flames, through the Lord's 
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crisp account of future punishment and reward, the 
rich man cries out to all, warning of the horrible, 
irreversible consequence of living only for self and 
personal pleasure. We have not only Moses and the 
prophets, but we have also Jesus and the apostles. 
"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to 
the things that were heard, lest haply we drift away 
from them. For if the word spoken through angels 
proved stedfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompense of reward; 
how shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? 
which having at the first been spoken through the 
Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard" 
(Heb. 2:1-3). 

If living people could feel for a moment the heat 
ofhell, all objections would cease, and we would, like 
Jesus, learn obedience and be perfect (Heb. 5:7-8). 
Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to "all them that 
obey him." Etched on every page of the Bible is the 
need for deliberate, flawless, meticulous obedience. 
Men may sneer and caii it ''legaiism:"'' but Jesus 
regarded it as necessary. Nothing less than total 
submission pleases Jehovah. 

Some may think it rude and uncouth to point to the 
place ''where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched" (Mark 9:44). Jesus did it! He sternly 
warned, "And if thy hand cause thee to stumble, cut 
it off: it is good for thee to enter into life maimed, rather 
than having thy two hands to go into hell, into the 
unquenchable fire" (Mark 9:43). 

P. 0. Box690 
Sapulpa, OK4066 

(Editor's comment: Think of how often those lips 
into which grace was poured spoke of a judgment to 
come. Consider how often Jesus, whose heart was 
meek and lowly, talked of eternal life and eternal 
destruction. 

Parable of gathering wheat into safe storage and. 
burning tares. The wicked are to be burned in a 
"furnace of fire: there shall be weeping and gnashing 



ofteeth" (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43). 
Parable of the net cast into the sea. The good were 

gathered into vessels, and the bad destroyed. Jesus 
repeated, "The angels shall come forth and sever the 
wicked from among the just. And shall cast them into 
the furnaceoffire: there shall bewailing and gnashing 
ofteeth" (Matt. 13:47-52). 

"The Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father, with his angels, and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works" (Matt. 16:27). 

It is better to cut off your hand, your foot, or pluck 
out your eye than having two hands, two feet and two 
eyes to be cast "into the lake of fire" (Mark 9:43-48). 

Parable of the servant-debtors. '~nd his Lord 
was wroth and delivered him to the tormentors, till he 
should pay all that was due. So shall also my heavenly 
Father do unto you, ifyeforgive not every one his 
brother from your hearts" (Matt. 18:34-35). 

Parable of the servant that waited for the return of 
his Lord. "But if that servant shall say in his heart, my 
lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the 
menservants and the maidservants, and to eat and 
drink, and to be drunken; the lord of that servant shall 
come in a day when he expecteth not, and in an hour 
when he knoweth not, and shall cut him asunder, and 
appoint his portion with the unfaithful. And that 
servant, who knew his lord's will, and made not ready, 
nor did according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes; but he that knew not, and did things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. And to 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be 
required: and to whom they commit much, of him will 
they ask the more. I came to cast fire upon the earth; 
and what do I desire, if it is already kindled?" (Luke 
12:45-49). 

Galileans killed by Pilate. "I tell you, Nay: but, 
except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish " 
(Luke 13:3). 

Parable of cutting down the fig-tree. "If it bear 
fruit thenceforth, well; but if not, thou shalt cut it 
down" (Luke 13:9). 

Salt that has lost its savour is cast out and trodden 
under the feet of men. "He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear" (Luke 14:35). 

Parable of the steward who wasted his lord's 

goods. "If therefore ye have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust 
the true riches?" (Luke 16: 11). . 

The rich man and the beggar. "And in Hades he 
lifted up his eyes, being in torments" (Luke 16: 23). 

Parable of nobleman 's servants. "I say unto you, 
that unto every one that hath shall be given; but from 
him that hath not, even that which he hath shall be 
taken away from him. But these mine enemies, that 
would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, 
and slay them before me" (Luke 19:26-27). 

Parable of vineyard rented out to husbandmen. 
II When therefore the lord of the vineyard shall come, 
what will he do unto those husbandmen? They say 
unto him, He will miserably destroy those miserable 
men, and will let out the vineyard unto other 
husbandmen, who shall render him the fruits in their 
seasons" (Matt. 21:40-41). 

Parable of the weddingfeast. "Then the king said 
to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and cast him 
out into the outer darkness; there shall be the weeping 
and the gnashing of teeth" (Matt. 22: 13). 

Parable of the ten virgins. "And cast ye out the 
unprofitable servant into the outer darkness: there 
shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth II (Matt. 
25:30). 

"But when the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, then shall he sit on the 
throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered 
all the nations: and he shall separate them one from 
another, as the shepherd separateth the sheep from the 
goats" (Matt. 25:31-32). "And these shall go away 
into eternal punishment: but the righteous into eternal 
life II (Matt. 25:46). 

The list goes on and on. Jesus frequently spoke of 
comingjudgment, punishment, reward. In the American 
Standard Version of the gospels, Jesus used the word 
"woe" 27 times. 

"Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most 
of his mighty works were done, because they repented 
not. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! 
for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon which were done in you, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say 
unto you, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 
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in the day of judgment than for you. And thou, 
Capernaum, shalt thou be exalted unto heaven? thou 
shalt go down unto Hades:for ifthe mighty works had 
been done in Sodom which were done in thee, it would 
have remained until this day. But I say unto you that 
it shall be more tolerable for the land ofSodom in the 
dayofjudgment, thanforthee" (Matt.l1:20-24). This 
is by no means a complete list but was quickly done in 
order to reiterate the truth that Jesus repeatedly spoke 
of condemnation and destruction. We cannot be true 
to him if we do not emphasize "a day in which God will 
judge the world in righteousness ... and render unto 
every man according to his works. " 

"Marvel not at this:for the hour cometh, in which 
all that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection oflife; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection ofjudgment" (John 5:28-29). 

Critics of the negative (those who are negative 
about being negative) who insist that all teaching in 
the name of Jesus must be gentle, sweet, soft, and 
positive, ought to consider this! 

(/, too, like to think of clouds, and angels, and 
harps, and joy, and peace, and satisfaction , but I 
understand that it is also necessary to take a whiff of 
fire and brimstone once in awhile, if we are to be 
properly motivated-Dobbs). F F 

THE GOLDEN RULE 
By J. Shannon (Shan) Jackson 

"Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them, for this 
is the law and the prophets." These words, from the 
Sermon on the Mount, appear as Jesus begins to draw 
this great lesson to a conclusion. 

The teaching becomes less specific and displays 
broadness while retaining the deepestofwisdom. This 
"golden rule" is a summary of our relative duties as 
taught in the Master's moral law. It lays down a great 
principle, one especiaiiy valuable for our guidance in 
all doubtful questions between men. 

We are to treat others the waywewantthem to treat 
us, with the same passion, with the same sense of fair 
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play, with the same spirit of honor we relate to those 
around us. 

It forbids all malice and revenge, all over-reaching. 
Italsopreventsthenecessityoflayingdownaconstantly 
changing list of rules for specific cases. It sweeps the 
whole debatable ground with one mighty principle. 
This rule, honestly used, would decide many intricate 
questions. 

THE EXCELLENCE OF TIDS RULE 
The Roman emperor, Severus (193-211 A.D.), 

was so taken by it he commanded his crier to repeat it 
whenever he had occasion to punish his subjects and 
ordered it inscribed in the frequented parts of his 
palace and other public buildings. He also professed a 
high regard for Christ as having been the author. 

It is golden because of its brevity. It is easy to 
understand and easy to remember; this has prompted 
some to call it the "portable law." It is easy to use, 
always at hand, and always ready for appeal. Its 
brevity does not destroy its comprehensiveness. "AU 
things" covers the full scenario oflife's complexities. 
It is totally reasonable. It is founded on justice and the 
original equality of men. 

It needs to be seen as an ideal principle for people 
to gear by. Its ideals must always be higher than 
present achievement, or the progress ceases. "The one 
must flee before the other like its shadow and cannot 
be overtaken." Perfection demands a perfect standard, 
and the principle of the golden rule is perfect. 

APPLICATION ANDRESULTS 
The golden rule may and should be applied to all 

civilities. Its principle should govern ail rights, 
properties, and the good names of others. Also, to our 
regard for the opinions of others, to the acceptance we 
show to God's plan for the salvation of souls, it must 
be heard. Our duty toward our neighbors, which 
include consideration for his soul, and a host of other 
details, fall under its scope. We must deal with others 
in the exact manner we want them to deal with us. 

Should the golden rule suddenly be used by 
mankind, then our problems would cease. Its general 
applicationwouldserveasabuffertoalloursocialills. 
Harmony would come to our relationships; honor 
would come to our politics; brotherly love would 
come to religion; and the spiritoftruth and righteousness 



would come to the world. The golden rule, used by all, 
would enable men to disagree without being 
disagreeable and would quench the raging fires of 
hatred. 

The golden rule is the application of the first and 
second commandments, and, like them, includes all 
the rest. ''Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the great and first commandment. And a second like 
unto it is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
On these two commandments the whole law hangeth, 
and the prophets" (Matt. 22:37-40). 

"Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this 
is the law and the prophets" (Matt. 7:I2). 

P.O. Box904 
Palacios, TX 77 465 

ANOTHER 
GOSPEL 

MEETING! 
By Phil Davis 

Occasionally one hears the question, Why are we 
having another Gospel Meeting? After all, they are no 
longer effective. They don't serve the needs of the 
people. What good are they anyway? 

Veteran preachers tell us the problem is not in the 
method but in the hearers. We do not want to be told 
right from wrong. We do not want to be encouraged 
to think about our spiritual state. We want to be 
entertained, not enlightened. 

Some assume, if the message goes unheeded, the 
messenger is at fault. Is this the problem? Or is the real 
problem the values and priorities of the American 
public? 

When the gospel message is hatefully rejected, 
some conclude the Bible is insufficient for our 

sophisticated society. This is a mistake. The same 
message presented in the same way will get the same 
results it got at the first. 

''Now when they heard of the resurrection of the 
dead, some mocked; but others said, We will hear thee 
concerning this yet again. Thus Paul went out from 
among them. But certain men clave unto him, and 
believed: among whom also was Dionysius the 
Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others 
with them" (Acts I7:32-34). Please notice the results 
of Paul's faithful gospel preaching. Some mocked, 
some delayed, and some accepted and obeyed. 

Marshall McLuhan said, "The medium is the 
message." We must not question the message nor 
resort to soft-selling or side-stepping the gospel. By 
our attitude we may convey the idea that the issues 
involved are unimportant and the Lord makes no real 
demands for change in a person's life. Are social issues 
more important than sin issues? Are relationships 
more important than obedience? Is the gospel what 
you want to make it? Are you the author of your 
salvation? 

Faithful gospel preachers (the true experts in 
church growth) say the problem is with the audience. 
If we doubt the old, old story of love will touch hearts 
today, we need only look to Soviet bloc nations that 
have recently won theirreligious freedom. After years 
of deprivation they are responding to the powerful, 
simple, 2,000- year old message. 

A wise man has observed we do not appreciate a 
blessing until we lose it! When Samuel was a child, 
"the word of Jehovah was precious in those days; 
there was no frequent vision" (I Sam. 3: I). That is, the 
word of God was rare, and there was no revelation. The 
people did not value God's word until it no longer 
came to them, then they knew what they had lost. 

If all the Bibles were suddenly removed from 
effete, hedonistic America, the people would soon 
know what they had lost. As sin multiplies in our 
beloved nation, we shall see our proud land wane and 
pass into destruction. "Righteousness exalteth a nation; 
But sin is a reproach to any people" (Prov. I4:34). 

Solomon's statement does not merely mean that 
strong moral values are good, but they are necessary 
to continued existence. If we do not value truth and 
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righteousness, then misery is in our way. America's 
devotion to decadence assures America's destruction. 
Decay can only bring corruption. 

Ifwegiveupourdedicationtoseeminglypedestrian 
values, we shall surely reap the whirlwind. If America 
goes down the drain of degradation and defamation 
while our lips are sealed, we shall not be guiltless. 
"When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; 
and thou givest him not warning, nor speak est to warn 
the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the 
same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood 
will I require at thy hand" (Ezek. 3: 18). 

Shall we stop having Gospel Meetings? Better 
we should ask, Shall we stop eating or sleeping or 
breathing? After all, a gospel meeting is preaching 
truth and right to the lost. Should we not redouble 
our efforts to get people to listen? If they will not 
listen, then so much the worse for them, but we have 
delivered our souls. 

Box 1723 
Seminole ,OK4868 

FF 

NEWS AND NOTES 

The church in Ethridge, Tennessee reports 53 
members dedicated themselves to win people to 
Christ. Three people obeyed the Lord in baptism 
within two weeks. (The pity is that not every 
member of the church world-wide feels a personal 
obligation to teach the lost. ) ..• Bill McDonough 
reports great success in the preaching of the gospel 
in Bucharest. More than 40,000 people are studying 
the Bible ... Jimmy Wood reports more than 70 
baptisms in Romania ... East Tennessee School of 
Preaching announced plans for a new library facility 
to be named in honor of J. W. (Bill) Nicks. The fund 
raising campaign has a goal of $135,000.00 

SHIRAS INJURED 
Luke Shira and his wife, Arva, were involved 

in an automobile accident on February 24th while on 
their way to services at Richwood, Texas, where he 
is preaching. Thankfully, neither of them was se
verely injured. The car they were driving was totally 
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demolished and was not insured. The congregation 
at Richwood has determined to replace their auto
mobile with one of the Shira'schoosing. If you would 
like to help this fine gospel preacher by donating to 
this fund, please send your contribution to the church 
of Christ at Richwood, P. 0. Box 1421, Richwood, 
Texas 77531. 

POTPOURRI 
I hope your efforts continue in the future as in the 

past-you have a good magazine (BT, West 
Virginia) .. .lt is reported that a divorced woman with 
three children has recently been asked to serve in the 
office of deacon in a Texas congregation .. .! appre
ciate your stand for the truth (HH, Oklahoma) .. .! am 
very thankful for the Firm Foundation which I 
received recently.lt is my pleasure if you will send 
me again Firm Foundation for our personal distribu
tion and my personal use (SMC, Manila, 
Philippines) ... Please renew my subscription (PH, 
Oklahoma) ... Please renew with this check. My 
mother and grandmother subscribed to the Firm 
Foundation (RS, Texas) ... Piease renew my sub
scription for two years. Keep up the good work 
(HMC, Texas) ... We want to subscribe to the Firm 
Foundation and encourage you in this great work 
(JR, Texas) ... Glad the paper is changed to the cur
rent date (WWB, Arkansas) ... Overheard at a fu
neral, "The deceased was survived by his dead 
brothers." ... Ron Maynard, Dan Mayfield and 
Randy Martin report contacting 7,000 homes in 
Owatonna, Minnesota, to arrange Bible studies ... The 
Walnut Street church in Greenville, Alabama, where 
Charles Box is the preacher, reports 100 baptized in 
Guyana .. There will be a homecoming August 10-11 
at the Plaza church in Sumter, South Carolina. 

A newly formed congregation in the Gladstone 
district ofPortland, Oregon, is in need of a full time 
missionary-minister. The church wrote, "We will 
need a man who can bring part of his support with 
him. We are ready to correspond wtih some indi
vidual and with churches who want to have a part in 
developing Oregon for Christ. You may write us, 



Church of Christ in Gladstone, Box 306, Gladstone, 
Oregon 97027." 

HACKWORTH HONORED 
Noah Hackworth, outstanding preacher of the 

word, was honored on the occasion of his 25th 
anniversary of serving the San Mateo, California 
church as evangelist. The rnembers of the church 
gaveadinneratthe VillaHotelandNoah'sdaughter, 
Pamela Oxendine, surprised her father and touched 
the hearts of all who were present with a poem 
entitled "A Servant of God." She paid tribute to him 
as a self-sacrificing man, loyal to God and the truth, 
a faithful friend and wonderful father. Congratula
tions, Noah, on all your accomplishments. 

DISGUSTING 
Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong speculates 

that the Apostle Paul-an unmarried man plagued 
with an unnamed weakness-was a secret homo
sexual (Houston Chronicle, February 2, 1991 ). 

Members of an AIDS activist group picketed 
outside a Houston church Sunday and shouted down 
an evangelist who confronted the group .... Leslie 
Perez, the transsexual president of the Houston 
chapter of ACT UP, said the demonstration was in 
objection to the film "Todd's Greatest Regret." The 
film, shown on public access cable television, fo
cuses on an AIDS victim who repented of and 
rejected his homosexual life-style. (Houston 
Chronicle, February 4, 1991.) (The accompanying 
picture shows a man holding a sign reading, "Jesus 
is Gay.") 

Paul wrote, "For this cause God gave them up 
unto vile passions: for their women changed the 
natural use into that which is against nature: and 
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another, men 
with men working unseemliness, and receiving in 
themselves that recompense of their error which was 
due. And even as they refused to have God in their 
knowledge, God gave them up unto a reprobate 
mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 
(Rom. 1 :26-28). 

HOUSEPARENTS 
NEEDED 

Spiritually mature Christian couples who are 
interested in becoming HOUSEPARENTS for a 
cottage of boys or girls are needed at MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME. For information call (512) 
589-2871 or write: 

Medina Children's Home 
Route 16, Box 75 

Medina, TX 78055. 

"The Scriptures teach that Matthew 19:9 is 
universal legislation covering all marriage both in 

the church and out of it." 
AFFIRMATIVE: Roy C. Deaver 

NEGATIVE: James D. Bales 

"The Scriptures teach that only those who are in the 
covenant are under the internal laws of the 

covenant." 
AFFIRMATIVE: James D. Bales 
NEGATIVE: Roy C. Deaver 

THE 
BALES-DEAVER 

DEBATE 

495 pages. 
Hardbound. 
Only $19.95. 

plus $2.50 postage and handling. 

Order from: 
Biblical Notes 

7401 Glenhaven Path 
Austin, TX 78737 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS 52 00 PER 
LINE. YEARLY RATES liRE 5 I 25 00 FOR 3 
LINES: S 175.00 FOR 4 LINES: 5225 00 FOR 

5 LINES: 5275 00 FOR 6 LINES: 5325.00 
FOR 7 LINES: 5375.00 FOR 8 LINES SEND 

/ILL CORRESPONDENCE TO 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT. 
P.O. B ox 2 I 0876. B EDFORD. TEXAS 

76095·7876. SEND NO MONEY. WE 
WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 
FAIRBANKS. servtng FT WAINWRIGHT and lhe 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA 645 111h Avenue. 
99701 Phone (9071 45EH92 1 

CALIFORNIA 
ANAHEIM. 1590 W Ball Road. 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland) (7141 535·6170 Send particulars 
ot loved ones'" th•s area. we w•ll contact lhem 

PASADE NA. 1727 Konneloa Cyn Ad 91107 (818) 
791·2499 Sun 9 30. 10 45 am . 6 p m W ed 7 30 
p m 210 Fwy N on All adena Or 

TWENTYNINE PALMS. 72309 Larrea live. 92277 
(6191 367·9400 Wr will conlnc l loved ones or 
lr•cnds Sun 10 00 11 00 a"' 6 00 p m. Wed 7.00 
p m Robert R Stephenson. preacher 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST. SAN BERNADINO. 
CA 3630 N " E" Sl Sunday 9 30 & 10 30 AM and 
6 00 P M Wed 7 00 P M Call 883·5022 o r Marvon 
Morrow. Minister. 883·5232 

C central C 
HURCH OF HRIST 

1320 Soul h Church Sl Vrsalra CA 93277 Sun 9 30 
AM . 10 30 AM and 6 00 PM Wed 7 00 PM 
Allen Robcrlson. Preacher Phone (2091 732·5670 

COLORADO 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood C hutch ol Chnst 
4690 S Logan 1303) 789-4 749 

CONNECTICUT 
GROTON-Church of Chr~st mcel•ng at 291 
Osprey Dr Sun 9 00 A M 6 00 PM Wed 6 30 
PM Ph 446·0676 
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FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER- Cenlral Church o l Chris!. 1454 
Belleair Rd Phone (813) 4~6-4808 Services· Sun 
10 00 & 11 00 AM .• 6 30 PM Wed 7 30 PM. Bolly 
A Oavedson, min•ster 

GAINESVILLE - 391h Ave Church o f Chris!. 1811 
N W 391h Ave 6 mi. easl o f 1-75. use highway 222 
ex II Sun 9 am . 6 p m Wed 7·30 p m (904) 376-
4343 or 373· 7277. W. D. Jelfcoal. evangelist. 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 5223 Wesconncll Blvd. (904) 771·5075 or 
771·2646: Sun 1000 AM . 600 PM Wed 7 30 
PM Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 SOUTH FLORIDA AVE 
Sun 9 30. 10 30 AM & 6 00 PM Wed 7 30 P.M e 

Roberl M cAnally. mrniSier 682·4702. 665·8060 
Home of Florida School of Preaching 

ORLANDO. PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Sun 9.00 & 10:00 AM and 6·00 PM. Wed. 7·30 
P M 21 W Lancaster Road Paul W Euban~s. 

evangelist 655-5651 or 855·t326 

SARASOTA-Mrdway. 7226 N Tamraml Trail. nexl 
lo Holrday Inn Servrces Sun 9 30. 10 30A M . 6:00 
P M Wed 7 30 PM Gene Slrlwell. mmrsler 

SEBASTIAN-t045 Main Sl Sun tO & 11 AM . 
6 PM Wed 7 PM. Phone (407) 589-5140 Bob 
Winton. evangel ist 

SEBRING-904 Falrmounl Drive (6 13) 365-7443 
Sunday Brble Sludy 9 00. Worship tO 00 A M and 
6 00 PM Wed 7 00 PM Jack H McGhee. 
evangelist 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA - Avondale Church o f Chrrsl. 4017 
M emorial Dr . Decalur. 30032 (404) 299· 14 75. B S 
9 A M . Wor 9 50 A M & 6 PM f1 1 mole Inside 
1·2851 

BYRON-3 mi from exrl 46 off 1·75 Son Hw y 49 
(I mi) to Hwy 42 N -2 m1 to bu•ld•ng Camper 
hookups B S 9 A M Wor 10 AM • 6 P M Wed 
7 PM Call (912) 956-3719-956-2099 

MINNESOTA 
DlJLUTH - Dululh Church o f Chrrsl . 2344 Nanli· 
coke Sl. 55811 Sun 10 00 & 11 00 AM & 6 PM 
Wed 7 oo PM Phone (2161 722·1964 or 722·t871 
Paul Curless and Oav•d Oallon, evangelists 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-Church of Chrrsl. College & 71h SIS 
65616 Sun 930 & 1020 AM & 630 PM Wed 
7 00 P M Phones (41 7) 334·3866 & (4 t 7) 334-3757 
A J Hendrix. m.n1ster 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN. ncar DAYTON and Wroght·Pallerson 
AFB 922 S Cenlral 678-0452 0 C Lawrence. 
m•n•ster. 878-1162 

OKLAHOMA 
EDMOND-Chosholm Trarl Church of Chr ist. 8'h 
mr N o t town on Broadway " Only I he Old Palhs .. 
John II Croom Ph 396-8497 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 4400 Knrghl Arnold Road. M emphis. TN 
38118 Sunday 9 30 and 10 30 AM and 6 00 PM 
Wed 7 00 P M Call 363·3300 or E L Whi lakcr. 
m1nlstcr. 363· 1383 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

US Hwy 41 N orth o f Greenbrier. Tennessee • 
Belween exr ts 98 and 108 off 1·65 • 25 moles north 
of Nashville • Sunday Bible Sludy 9 30 AM • 
Worshrp tO 30 AM • and 6 00 P M Wednesday 
Brble Sludy 7 30 PM • Roy McConnell. evangefisl 
Call (615) 859-3974. 643-0589. or 654·2091 

TEXAS 
OENTON·PEARL STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
312 Pearl 51. Dcnlon. TX 7620 1 (6171 387·353 1 
Sun 9'00. 10.00 A M .. 6 00 P M Wed 7'30 PM 

FOREIGN 
EUROPE 

The church meets '" Banbury, England U S 
m ilitary bases and Stratford-Upon-Avon nearby 
P 0 Bo x 122. Banbury. Oxon . England Call (295) 
720990 or (6691 232490 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida J3803 

(813) 683-4043 

n- Strong Bihlc Emphasis 
n- 1\vo Year Program 
ozt 100 Semester Hours 
'!! No Thition 
1r Scholarships Available 
1r Qualified Faculty 
u V.A. Benetits 
ozt Call or Write 

TRAINING PREACHERS SINCE 1969 



CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER LINE. THIS SECTION IS DESIGNED 
ESPECIAU.YTOACCOMMOOATEPREACHERSSEEKINGWOAKORCONGREGATlONSSEEKING 
PREACHERS. OTHER CHURCH RELATED MATIER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING WITH THE 
PUBLISHER'S STANDARDS. SEND ALLCOARESPONDENCETO; FIRM FOUNDATION, AD 
DEPARTMENT, P.O.BOX21 0876.BEDFORD,TX. 76095-7876. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

For congregation of approximately 200 
members in southwest Indiana city . 
Population 75,000. House and appropriate 
salary. Please send resume, tape, and 
references to Southside Church of Christ 
at 4117 S. 7th Street, Terre Haute, IN . 
47802. 

Experienced gospel preacher neeeded for 
SW Florida congregation of 90. House 
provided. Send resume to P.O.Box 2197, 
Port Charlotte, FL. 33949 or contact 
Lawrence Bauer (813)627 -1 016 or church 
office (813) 629-7454. 

Minister wanted for small congregation 
in south Mississippi. House provided, 
but wi ll need to furnish some of hi s 
support. Prefer a sound, experienced 
gospel preacher in his SO's or early 
60's. Please send tape or resume to: 
Mendenhall Church or Christ, % Jackie 
Mullins, 611 Simpson Circle, Mendenhall, 
MS39114. 

WANTED; Mature preacher for Church of 
Christ in Ganado, TX. Three bedroom home 
next door to building, complete with A/ 
C and carpet. Send resume to Drawer I, 
Ganado, TX 77962 or call A. Burns at 
(512) 771-2439. 

Preacher needed Tor small congregalion 
started Nov. 1990. Can furnish $250 
weekly . Will need outside support. 
Located at Port Clinton, Ohio. Send 
resume to Ottawa County Church of 
Christ, P .O.Box 123, Port Clinton, OH 
43452. Phone: (419) 734-6663. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Minister wishing to relocate with 
co ngregation that cannot afford full 
suppo rt. Contact H.L. Cody, 312 
Callowhi ll, Baird, TX 79504. Ph .(915) 
854-1495. 

FOR SALE 
HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM; A critique 
of Subjectivism in Biblical 
Interpreta tion . $9.00ppd. to Major 
Premise Books, 11026 Wurzbach Road, 
San Antonio, TX 78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at 
great prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. 
to Bargain Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., 
Henderson, TN 38340. 
RALEIGH SINGERS have funeral tapes for 
sale. 8 tapes--2 songs each tape. (Ideal 
for congregations who need singers for 
funerals.) $38.00ppd. Also other tapes 
of scriptural gospel songs. $6.00 each 
ppd. Raleigh Church of Ch ris t, 3213 
Raleigh-Millington Rd ., Memphis, TN 
38128. 

(PAUL) & ASSOCIATES 

• Providing qua lily construction of church buildings • 27 years experience in church destgn 
• In· house architectural & engineering services • Various architectural services available 
• $40/sf average incl. pews. carpel . sound & lighting · Total management from starllo ftnish 
• Introducing our new Will iamsburg design • lntenor design servtces provided 

CALL FOR VIDEO INTRODUCTION AND MORE INFORMATION 

(214) 581-8322 3600 Old Bullard Rd., Suite 200, Tyler, TX 75701 (800) 847-0082 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B . Ly le,Ph.D. 296 pages . A 
collection of thousand s of scripture 
references, each summarized and organized 
un der hundreds of lo gically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 
interesting, important discussion
stimulating questions. Th is extremely 
clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It 
is ideal for Bible classes for all ages 
and for cottage evangelistic studies 
focused on the simplicity and power of 
New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending $10.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, 
Box 1483, Colton CA 92324. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
THE "BASIC BIBLE" EV ANGELISTICSYSTEM. 
An easy, enjoyable, effective system 
for increasing evangelistic home Bible 
studies by ten-fold or more in your 
congregation. Elders or Church leaders 
write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave ., Rockvi lle , Md 
20851 

STUDENT?MOVINGTOATLANTA?Welcometo 
Avondale---an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 
299-1475. 

CASH FOR RELIGIOUS BOOKS: Out of print 
book s searched for. New Location: 
Restoration Library, 191 4 E. 2nd St., 
Edmund, OK 73034. Ph. (405) 348-6800. 

SE<XX'JDANNUAL.H:MESCHCXX...cc:NFEREl\CE 
October 17-21. At. 6 Box 5010, Pell 
City, AL 35125. Ph. (205) 338-1843. 

WANTED: Bound Volumes of Firm Foundation 
for years 1960 and 61 and any prior to 
1958. Also Gospel Advocate prior to 1973 
excepting 55, 58, 65, 66. Loose copies 
also d es ired . Noble Patterson, 9900 
Farmers Branch, Fort Worth, TX (817) 
246-1368. 

TEACHERS WANTED 

Come to sunny tropical South Florida 
All teachers who want to 

work in a mission 
area in a secure Christian 

environment. 
K-3-1 2th secondary-elementary 

positions open 
Apply ... 

Rcdland C hristian Academy 
17700 S.W. 280 Street 

Homestead, Florida 33031 
(303) 247-7399 (305) 248-8299 
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Where 
The 

A Directory of 

churches of Christ 

in the United States. 

Saints 1991 edition. 

Meet $10.95each 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

Address Correction Requested 

V' 

Order From: 
Firm Foundation Bookstore 

P.O. Box 210876 
Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

Add postage $2.50 first book, 
$1.00 each additional. 
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Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
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Dallas, TX 

Permit No. 1863 

• 



FIR 
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1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 

1991 
LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 106 Houston, Texas, August, 1991 No.8 

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
Its Evidential Value Considered 

By Guy N. Woods 

The resurrection of our Lord and his consequent 
triumph over the powers of the Hadean world is, 
beyond reasonable doubt, the conclusive and definitive 
actofthe Christianrel igion. This conceded, Christianity 
is historically incontrovertible. Were it possible, on 
the other hand, to prove either that the resurrection of 
Christ did not occur or that serious doubts may 
properly be ~aised touching the competency of the 
witnesses or the relevancy of the evidence, the 
movement's foundation would certainly crumble and 
its superstructure fall. There is then in view of these 
indisputable facts no occasion for surprise that the 
Holy Spirit attached so great significance to the 
resun·ection ofthe Saviour and that the greatest of the 
apostles cited it as the ultimate andcrowningfactofthe 
Cause we love. 

" ... .Jesus Christ our Lord," he wrote, "was .... 
declared to be the Son of God with power, according 
to the spirit of holiness, by the resun·ection from the 
dead .... " (Rom. 1 :3,4). "Declared to be,"-not made 
to be, as though he became the Son of God by means 
of the resurrection. "Declared," translates an aorist, 
passive patticiplewhich derives from horidzo, whence 
our English noun horizon, signifying that which 
expresses or declares the outer limits of the earth and 
sky visible to us. Here, the word asserts that the limits 
involved in coming forth from the tomb embrace his 
Sonship and that the resurrection so convincingly 
demonstrates our Lord's Deity and theCa use he came 
to earth to establish, that it places it beyond doubt or 
uncertainty to reasonable and percepti ve people. Nor, 

should the force of the propositional phrase, "with 
power," (Greek," in power"), be overlooked. It is used 
adverbially, modifying "declared" and signifying 
that by this historic event there is an unquestioned 
manifestation ofDeity to all ofthe race. So, the apostle 
affirmed, all that Christ claimed to be, and is, is proved 
to be so by his resurrection! 

An examination of the facts associated with that 
historic event fully supports this conclusion. In any 
judicial inquiry, there must be facts, and such facts as 
are relevant to the issue and competent to the matter 
involved. The credibility of witnesses and the number 
and weight of the facts introduced in evidence are 
determinate matters in reaching a conclusion as to the 
merits of the case. It is therefore highly instructive to 
examine both the witnesses as well as the pertinent 
facts associated with our Lord's resurrection, in order 
toarriveataknowledgeofnotonlywhatisadmissible, 
but also the degree of confidence that may properly 
rest thereon. 

Ordinarily, wit11esses in court identify themselves 
with those whose interest they serve, and not 
infrequently, and especially after sharp cross
examination, feel some antagonism toward the 
opposing side. When, therefore, a witness by his 
testimony concedes to facts supportive ofthe claims of 
the opposing side, the presumption is strong that the 
witness has so testified because it is there the truth lies; 
and the conviction is that he has therefore testified 
truthfully. 

Numerous facts are set out in the records regarding 
(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

WHAT'SWRONG?-Part VIII 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Some of our schoolmen and a few preachers are attempting to show us 
a new way to explain the Bible. The command-example-inference method of 
Bible study is out of date and ready for the trash can, we are told. In its place 
will be a sparkling new path to Biblical insights. 

This fresh approach to understanding God's Word is negative. Even its 
most ardent advocates are not able to define it, except in terms of what it is 
not. It is vague and offers no rule to follow in attempting to know what the 
Bible says to us. 

If we comb their writings, we can put together a collection of disjointed 
ideas that lead nowhere. It is rank subjectivism. Follow your feelings to any 
conclusion that suits your fancy, is its dictum. The only thing of which it 
is absolutely certain is that the old wicked way must be abandoned. To curl 
thelipandsneeratatime-honoredwayoforganizedBiblestudyisnotenough. 
It falls in the category of trying to discredit Jesus by crying, Samaritan! 
Samaritan! 

The command-inference-example approach to the Bible is reasonable. 
Intelligent people can readily understand it. Don't be badgered and 
browbeaten into forsaking solid ground for soggy swamp land. Let's stay 
where we can plant our feet and have assurance. 

Positive statements teach us. Bible writers record direct commands. We 
learn from such language. The statement of Jesus, "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved," is an example. "And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ" says something to us-it instructs and 
informs. 

- Inference sometimes is necessary. Thomas B. Warren has repeatedly 
pointed out that our personal names do not appear in the text of the Bible. We 
must infer from what God has implied that the commands of the Bible apply 
to us. You cannot know that you personally are to believe and be baptized in 
response to the command ofthe Lord unless you infer it. The trick of ridiculing 
the need to read the implications of the sacred text in an attempt to discredit 
necessary conclusions will not succeed. People are wise and understand that 
inferred teaching is applicable. We do it all the time. When I see a speed limit 
sign on the highway, I immediately conclude it applies to me, though my 
name is not on the sign. Brother Hugo McCord in this issue of the paper 
presents some very interesting and conclusive ideas on the importance of 
inference. It is nothing more than making a deduction from a set of facts. 
Common sense demands it. 



In· This Issue· Examples are another way of teaching. Not all the points of every example 
are demanded. Still, when an example illustrates obedience to a law of God, it 
is required. An example binds only when it illustrates a divine rule. "Now these The Resurrection ofQ~r Lqrd· 

h. h d h b f I d h . c. Guy N. Woods. •••••••••••••••• l t 1ngs appene unto t em y way o examp e; an t ey were wntten 10r our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come" ( 1 Cor. 10: 11 ). Paul said Editorial: Wit at's Wrong-Part 
we can be taught by example. Jesus is our example (1 Pet. 2:21). Paul is our VIH 
example, totheextenthefollowedChrist(1 Cor.11: 1). Thereareevenexamples 
of what we are to avoid: "Let us therefore give diligence to enter into that rest, 
that no man fall after the same example of disobedience" (Heb. 4:11 ). 

The abuse and misunderstanding of right rules is not a reason to reject them. 
Mishandling something by a misguided soul does not mean the thing itself is 

H. A. (Buster) Dobb£ •••••• 2 

. Franklin Camp Goes Home . 

Winfred Clar/4 ••••••••••• ~····6· 

wrong and should be forsaken. Acts 20:7 illustrates obedience to the command "Be Filled .with the Spirit" 
Ear~ Trimble. ••••••••••.••••••••• 7 of the Lord to meet upon the first day of the week and worship, including, , 

especially, the Lord's Supper. To say the Supper is required every first day of · 
the week on the authority of this example of obedience to a requirement is not Acts 5:32 
to say the Divine Meal must be eaten in an upper room. The upper room is not ; EarlTrimble ...................... B 

commanded. First-day- of -the -week eating ofthe Communion Feast is ordered. 
What About the Rapture? OJ 

The command is inferred by implication of scripture. 
There is much more to the proper understanding of any writing than Joe E. Galloway ......... ~~·10 

commands (positive statements), examples (illustrations), and inferences · Let's Take a Survey Glance;at 
(deductions). The rules for understanding the Bible are the same as the rules for : Current Liberalism . 
understanding any message given in human language. It is, at bottom, a matter ~ Roy Deaver •••••••••••••••••• ~.12 
of sanctified common sense. 

Alexander Campbell's principles of Biblical interpretation are good. What Are We Going to.'11or 
Campbell's rules are helpful not because his teaching is authority in religion but About This? 

because what he said has substance. He wrote as follows: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs ••••• J:7 

Rule 1. On opening any book in the sacred Scriptures, consider first the 
historical circumstances of the book. These are the order, the title, the author, the 
date, the place, and the occasion of it. 

Rule 2. In examining the contents of any book, as respects precepts, 
promises, exhortations, etc., observe who it is that speaks and under what 
dispensation he officiates. Is he a Patriarch, a Jew, or a Christian? Consider also 
the persons addressed, their prejudices, characters and religious relations. 

Rule 3. To understand the meaning of what is commanded, promised, taught, 
etc.,thesamephilologicalprinciplesdeducedfromthenatureoflanguageorthe 
same laws ofinterpretation which are applied to the language of other books are 
to be applied to the language of the Bible. 

Rule 4. Common usage must always decide the meaning of any word which 
has but one signification, but when words have, according to the Dictionary, 
more meanings than one, whether literal or figurative, the scope, the context, or 
parallel passages must decide the meaning. 

RuleS. In all tropical language, ascertain thepointofresemblanceandjudge 
of the nature of the trope, and its kind, from the point of resemblance. 

Rule 6. In the interpretation of symbols, types, allegories and parables, this 
rule is supreme: Ascertain the point to be illustrated; for comparison is never to 
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be extended beyond that point-to all the attributes, 
qualities, or circumstances of the symbol, type, allegory, 
or parable. 

Rule 7. F orthe salutary and sanctifying intelligence 
of the Oracles of God, the following rule is 
indispensable: Wemustcomewithin the understanding 
distance. 

There is a distance that is properly called the 
speaking distance, or the hearing distance, beyond 
which the voice reaches not, and the ear hears not. To 
hear another, we must come within that circle which 
the voice audibly fills. 

Nowwemaywithproprietysay, that as it respects 
God, there is an understanding distance. All beyond 
that distance cannot _understand God; all within it can 
easily understand him in all matter of piety and 
morality. God himself is the center of that circle, and 
humility is its circumference. Humility of mind opens 
the ears to hear the voice of God. He, then, that would 
interpretthe Oracles of God to the salvation ofhis soul, 
must approach this volume with the humility and 
docility of a child, and meditate upon it day and night. 
(Christian System, 1839 edition, pp. 16-18). 

The remarks of Campbell concerning how to 
understand writing in human language, whether sacred 
or secular, is clear and logical. A thoughtful study of 
whathehastosaywillconvinceanyreasonableperson 
of its worth. We accept it, not because Alexander 
Campbell said it, but because it is rational and 
compelling. There is more to a right approach to Bible 
study than command, example and inference. Context, 
foreground, background, circumstance--all play a part 
in understanding any message. To attempt to create the 
impression that the old hermeneutic is simple-minded 
is manifestly unfair and false. 

Let the proponents of the new hermeneutic produce 
something as plain and understandable as the Campbell 
rules. Theywobblearound, saynothingofvalue,have 
no concrete program, but insist we adopt their agenda. 

Come on! Give me a break! 
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
(continued from page 1) 

our Lord'sresurrection, andanumberofthesedetails 
are fully supported and corroborated by his enemies. 
Their undesigned testimony is especially weighty, in 
that it is against interest and thus offers exceptionally 
strong support to the fact of the resurrection, 
independently of proofs otherwise provided. 

First is the fact of the empty tomb. Early in the 
morning on the Lord's day following the crucifixion 
the body of Jesus was discovered to be missing. To this 
all-whether friends orenemies-bearwitness. All of 
those directly involved know that the dead body of 
Jesus had been placed in the tomb some hours before. 
It is no longer there. These facts are not in issue; with 
them both friends and foes agree. 

Who took the body away? Passing, forthemoment, 
any consideration of divine intervention, the body 
must have been removed either by his disciples or by 
his enemies. By his disciples? What possible motive 
could have influenced them to so do? When the Lord 
suffered himself to be taken by his enemies, all of the 
disciples, save John, abandoned him and fled. Of what 
possible use could the dead body of a man in whom 
they no longer believed have been ofbenefit to them 
or have served theirpurposes?Wouldnotthepossibility 
of detection have been exceedingly great and the 
penalty, when they were discovered with the body, or 
were convicted ofhaving removed it, the same as that 
which their master had suffered? Later, these men, 
their hopes renewed by the glorious resurrection of 
their Lord from the dead, committed themselves 
gladly, wholly and unreservedly to a life of extreme 
sacrifice and suffering and finally death, in the service 
of the Saviour. Would the knowledge that they had 
stolen and secretly hidden the body of one whose 
claims had failed, have prompted them to spend the 
remainder of their days, often under the most painful 
and difficult circumstances, proclaiming a message 
they knew to be positively false, while atthe same time 
repeatedly engaged in condemning in their preaching 
to certain destruction all impenitent liars, deceivers 
and hypocrites? 

Was the body disposed of under cover of night by 



unbelieving Jews by whose instigation his execution 
by the Romans occurred? If so, they could not have 
made a greater contribution to Christianity, for, had 
they so done, their action would have provided the 
disciples with reasonable ground for believing that 
through miraculous intervention he had indeed been 
raised from the dead! Thus, such an act by these bitter 
enemies ofJesus would have immeasurably supported 
and promoted the movement they most despised. No 
motivation can be imagined which would have 
suggested to them such action or prompted them to 
pursue it. To urge that the leaders among the Jews 
entered into a conspiracy to steal the body, thus 
actually becoming parties to the perpetuation of the 
claims of the movement is beyond the bounds of 
rational belief. 

Destitute of all consciousness of that which is right 
as those men undoubtedly were, we may be sure that 
they did not choose a course which could only have 
further advanced the Cause they sought so wickedly to 
destroy. 

The specious falsehood concocted by the Pharisees 
and passed on to the guards to explain the disappearance 
of the body and the empty tomb they were employed 
to watch, evidences how utterly destitute they all were 
in even the basic principles of truth and morality. 
"While we slept," they were told to say by their co
conspirators, "his disciples came by night and stole 
him away." "While we slept. ... !" If they were asleep, 
how could they have possibly known what happened? 
By the suborning of witnesses, by falsification of 
testimony and by bribery with "large money" (Greek, 
"money enough"), these Jewish officials who affected 
to be spiritual leaders of the Jewish people, but 
submerged and drowning in their own corruption, by 
payment of large sums of money, induced the guards 
to convict themselves oftheirown moral turpitude. No 
event in history is better attested than the resurrection, 
and few, indeed, as well. In addition to the circwnstantial 
evidence hereinbefore offered, the appearances of 
Jesus, following his resurrection, prove the fact beyond 
reasonable doubt. These appearances, about ten in 
number, were not shadowy, ghostlike occurrences, 
but open, visible, personal manifestations, often in the 
presence of numerous ones, --on one occasion, over 

five hundred people were present when he appeared 
and saw and heard him speak in his resurrected body! 
Only a perverse incredulity can produce unbeliefin the 
light of the overwhelming evidences supporting that 
marvelous event. 

It embodies our own hopes, longings and eternal 
happiness.Allofusaremovingcertainly,steadilyand 
inexorably to the place where all roads meet. His 
resurrection is a pledge and surety of triumph over the 
grave by all of those who faithfully follow him. We 
reject, with Paul, the fatal alternative: if Christ be not 
raised .... then is our faith vain, and we are yet in our 
sins. Let us humbly and gratefully rejoice that "Christ 
is risen from the dead, and became the firstfruits of 
them that slept" (1 Cor. 15:20). 

"Hope as an anchor so steadfast Rends the dark 
veil for the soul, Whither the Master has entered, 
Robbing the grave of its goal. Come then, 0 come, 
glad fruition, Come to my sad weary heart, Come, 0 
thou blest hope of glory, Never, 0 never depart." 

P. O.Box 150 
Nashville, TN 37202 

FF 

ROBERTSON COUNTY LECTURESHIP 

Greenbrier, TN (North ofNashville, 
on Highway #41, toward Springfield) 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

7th Annual Labor Day Weekend Lectureship 
Friday Night, August 30, through Monday Night 

September 2, 1991 

EMPHASIZING: 
THE CHURCH: 

THE BEAUTIFUL BRIDE OF CHRIST 

22 Sessions, Including One Open Forum, 
17Speakers 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR PLANS TO BE WITH 
US! 

August 1991 [229 1 5 
FIRM FOUNDATION 



FRANKLIN CAMP GOES HOME 
by Winfred Clark 

Monday morning, May 21st, Franklin Camp left 
theserealmsforthoserealmsabovethebrightblue.He 
gave almost 7 6 years preparing for this event. He 
passed the threescore year and ten by six years. 

He was born in a little place that will be known to 
but a few folks on this earth-Hopeful, Alabama. Not 
long after his birth his parents moved to Munford, 
Alabama, where his father preached for many years. 
When preachers came to that community for meetings, 
they lived in the Camp home. Franklin Camp met 
some giants of our brotherhood. None influenced him 
more than brother Gus Nichols. 

In 1934 he entered David Lipscomb college, 
where his roommate was Willard Collins. An 
association and friendship began there that would last 
fortherestofhis life. It was fittingthatBrotherCollins 
would be there to lead the prayer at the funeral service. 

He preached his first sermon, not many miles from 
the place of his birth, on June 9, 1935. He married 
Hazel Howell on February 27, 193 7. She was a 
devoted and devout wife. Four children were born to 
that union. There are three sons, Frank, Paul, and 
David. There was one daughter, Vivian, who died at 
age6. 

He did most of his local work in the state of 
Alabama, including Munford, Gadsden, and 
Birmingham. For the last several years he worked 
under the oversight of the elders of the Adamsville, 
Alabama, church. He taught Bible classes regularly 
and preached on occasion when brother Bobby Duncan 
was busy elsewhere. 

He wrote several books. The best known and most 
widely read was "The Work of the Holy Spirit." Its 
content will show the depth of study he put into this 
subject. It enables one to gain a better grasp of God's 
scheme of redemption. He sometime differed with 
good men, but he would not allow this to alienate him 
from them. His aim was not to launch a crusade but 
clearlytodefinetruth. Thishesoughttodoineverything 
he wrote or said. One great joy of his life was the 
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"preachers' class" he conducted for over 35 years. It 
met each Monday, and many men drove over a 
hundred miles to attend. Younger preachers received 
sincere encouragement and valuable lessons from 
these classes. 

His funeral was in Munford, Alabama, where he 
preached for many years. Brother Mike McLeroy and 
Bobby Duncan conducted the funeral service, with 
Brother Willard Collins leading the prayer. The 
assurance and Christian dignity of that service were 
truly sources of great consolation. Any of us who were 
there will remember it as a fitting climax to a life of one 
who only wanted to be known as A SERVANT OF 
THE LORD. Brother William Woodson,"along-time 
friend, was there to pray with the family and to say 
good-bye to a friend, relative and brother. We look 
forward to seeing Franklin Camp again some glad 
morning. Box 1025 

Athens, A/3561 1 

THEWARRIOROFAZAN 

Faithful friends! It lies, I know, 
Pale and white and cold as snow' 
And you say, "Our loved one's dead!" 
Weeping at the feet and head. 
I can see your falling tears, 
I can hear your sighs and prayers; 
Yet I smile and whisper this: 
I am not the thing you kiss. 
Cease your tears and let it lie. 
It was mine- it is not I. 

Sweet friends! What the women lave 
For its last bed in the grave, 
Is a hut which I am quitting, 
Is a garment no more fitting, 
Is a cage from which, at last, 
Like a hawk, my soul hath passed. 
Love the inmate, not the room; 
The wearer, not the garb; the plume 
Of the falcon, not the bars 
That kept him from the splendid stars! 



Loving friends! be wise, and dry 
Straightway every weeping eye. 
What ye lift upon the bier 
Is not worth a falling tear. 
"Tis an empty seashell, one 
Out of which the pearl has gone. 
The shell is broken; it lies there; 
The pearl, the soul, the all, is here. 
"Tis an earthen jar, whose lid 
God has sealed, the while it hid 
The treasure ofhis treasury-
A heart that loved him. Let it lie. 
Let the shard be earth's once more, 
Since its gold shines in his store! 

God is glorious! God is good! 
Now thy world is understood. 
Now the long, long wonder ends. 
Yet ye weep, my erring friends, 
While the one whom ye call dead, 
In unspoken bliss instead, 
Lives and loves you; lost, 'tis true, 
By such light as shines for you; 
But in the light you cannot see, 
Of unfulfilled felicity, 
In enlarging paradise, 
Lives a life that never dies. 

Farewell, friends! Yet not farewell
Where I am ye, too, shall dwell. 
I am gone before your face, 
A moment's time, a little space. 
When ye come where I have stepped, 
Ye will wonder why ye wept. 
Y e will know, by wise love taught, 
That here is all, and there is naught. 

Weep a while, ifye are fain; 
Sunshine still must follow rain
Only not at death' for death, 
Now I know, is that first breath 
Which our souls draw when we enter 
Life which is of all life center. 

By Edwin Arnold 
Adapted by H A. Dobbs 

''Be Filled with the 
Spirit'' 

By Earl Trimble 

"And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; 
but be filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 5: 18). Paul gives 
two commands in this verse. ( 1) Be not drunk with 
wine and (2) be filled with the Spirit. The first 
command demands a life of sobriety. The second 
command is generally misunderstood. 

There are two possible explanations ofthemeaning 
of, "be filled with the Spirit." (1) It is a command to 
be filled with the actual Person of the Holy Spirit, or 
(2) It is a command to be filled with the Spirit's 
teaching. Let us consider these views: 

Ifthe Spirit actually lives personally in the believer 
beginning at baptism (Acts 2:38), why would Paul 
command Christians to be "filled" with the Spirit? If 
the Spirit personally dwells in the saved person from 
the time of baptism, what role would the Christian 
have, then, in being filled with the Spirit? 

If the Holy Spirit personally lives in the child of 
God personally at baptism,aretheredegreesormeasures 
of the personal Holy Spirit abiding personally in the 
Christian? Is each individual Christian commanded to 
increase this initial measure of the Spirit until he 
becomes "filled" with the Spirit? 

Brother Guy N. Woods' chart graphically shows 
the parallel between Eph. 5:18-19 and Col. 3:16: 

Ephesians 5:18 
"Be filled with the Spirit. ... speaking in psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs .... " 
"Be filled" present imperative. Keep on being 

filled! Daily filling-not a one-time experience 
following baptism. 

Colossians 3:16 
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly .... teaching in psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs .... " 

How filled! 
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Fill (Pieero )-Bagster: topervadewithaninfluence 
fully, possesses fully (Eph. 5:18). 

Please note Bagster' s definition of the Greek 
Pleero (Fill) is to be filled with an influence. For one 
to "let the word of Christ dwell in" him "richly" is 
for him to "be filled with the Spirit." 

ItistruethattheSpiritisnotamereinfluence. Still, 
theBiblefrequentlyusesafigureofspeech(synecdoche) 
where a part is put for the whole, or where the whole 
is put for a part. Here, the word Spirit is used for the 
Spirit's influence through the teaching of the word of 
Christ. 

This rich dwelling of the Spirit through the word 
results in "speaking in psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs" or ''teaching and admonishing one another." 
One does not speak in psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songsastheresultofbeingfilledwiththeliteralPerson 
of the Holy Spirit. If so, then such singing would be the 
work of the Spirit, and all such teaching would be 

inspired. The Spirit influences people today only 
through the once-for-all delivered faith-the Word of 
Truth. 

Whichagreeswithsoundreasonand with Scripture, 
to say ( 1) that being filled with the personal Spirit 
results from a command to do so, or (2) that being 
filled with the Spirit results from being obedient to 
commands of the Spirit and thus being filled with the 
Spirit'steaching? 

A study of Colossians 3: 16 and Ephesians 5: 18-19 
shows that the singing of psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs is the result of being "filled with the teaching 
of the Spirit," or letting "the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing 
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God." 

10121 Luella 
EIPaso, TX79925 

FF 

ACTS 5:32 
Earl Trimble 

The fifth chapter of Acts records many miraculous 
events. "And by the hands of the apostles were many 
signs and wonders wrought among the people" (Acts 
5: 12). "They even carried out the sick into the streets, 
and laid them on beds and couches, that, as Peter came 
by, at the least his shadow might overshadow some 
oneofthem. And therealsocametogetherthemultitudes 
from the cities round about Jerusalem, bringing sick 
folks, and them that were vexed with unclean spirits: 
and they were healed every one" (Acts 5:15-16). 

"An angel of the Lord by night opened the prison 
doors, and brought them out ... the officers that came 
found them not in the prison; and they returned, and 
told, saying, The prison-house we found shut in all 
safety, and the keepers standing atthe doors: but when 
we had opened, we found no man within" (Acts 5: 19-
23). 

"And we are witnesses of these things; and so is 
also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them 
that obey him" (Acts 5 :32). 
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The apostles and the Holy Spirit are witnesses of 
"these things." This dual witness principle is in 
keeping with the requirement for having more than 
one witness in matters of importance (Deuteronomy 
17:6, 19: 15). Jesus told his apostles both they and the 
Holy Spirit would bear witness of him (John 15:26-
27). 

The Spirit and the apostles witnessed ''that the 
God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew, 
hanging him on a tree. Him did God exalt with his right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 
to Israel, and remission of sins" (Acts 5:30-31 ). "And 
we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God hath given to them that obey him" 
(Acts 5:32). Verse 32 begins with the conjunction 
"and," joining this verse with the two preceding 
verses. The testimony given by the Spirit, in witnessing 
for the Savior, was the gospel of salvation. 

The apostles witnessed the deity of Jesus (Acts 
1 :3-8). They were with him on earth. They saw his 



death, burial, resurrection, and ascension 
(Acts I :22-23). They were baptized in 
the Holy Spirit and gave infallible 
witness of the gospel of the Savior of 
the world. "And with great power gave 
the apostles witness of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 4:33). 

Those who obey God today are not 
qualified to be witnesses "of these 
things." Notice the last phrase in Acts 
5:32: "whom God hath given to them 
that obey him." The past tense of the 
verb is used, not the future tense. The 
apostles are designated. 

The context limits the phrase, "to 
them that obey him," just as the context 
of Mark 16:16-18 limits the phrase, 
"them that believe." These 
designations, "them that obey him," 
and "them that believe," were spoken in 
a miraculous setting and apply to the 
inspired apostles. 

The Holy Spirit of Acts 5:32, 
"whom God hath given to them that 
obey him," was a witness, along with 
the apostles, "of these things" alluded 
to in the two preceding verses. How 
could it be that a passive, non
miraculous indwellingoftheHoly Spirit 
witnessed the gospel of Christ? 

Neither Acts 5:32 nor its context 
shows the Holy Spirit was an ordinary, 
non-miraculous abiding of the Spirit
doing nothing. The Holy Spirit, of Acts 
5:32, was given to the apostles, 
empowering them for the work of 
revelation and confirmation. 
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What About the Rapture? (3) 
By Joe E. Galloway 

BffiLE EMPHASIS ON THE LAST DAY 

Premillennialists confuse the expressions "the 
last days" and ''the last day." They often refer to such 
statements as "in the last days perilous times shall 
come" (2 Tim. 3: I) to teach what they believe will 
happen immediately before Christ's second coming. 

"The last days" were already here when the 
church began on Pentecost (Acts 2: I6-17). In the last 
days those who call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. God saves those who call on the name of the 
Lord in the frrst century, and today. Therefore the last 
days have existed from the time of the cross until now. 

Joel spoke of coming "last days" during which 
"those who call on the name of the Lord shall be saved 
(Acts2:17 ,21).Healsomentions"thedayoftheLord 
... that great and notable day" (Acts 2:20). There is 
a clear distinction between ''the last days" and "the 
last day." 

The last day refers to just that-the last day of time. 
After "the last day" there will be no more days! What 
the Bible says will happen on the last day disproves 
millennia} teaching. 

1. Christ's second coming will be on the last day. 
"The Lord himself shall descend from heaven ... with 
the trump of God" (1 Thes. 4:16). The Holy Spirit 
calls this "the last trump" (I Cor. 15 :52), so there will 
be no other trumpet heard on earth. At the second 
coming the fmaljudgmentoccurs (Matt. 25:31 ft). The 
last judgment will be on "the last day" (John I2:48). 
There can be no more days after this for "the rapture," 
the "tribulation," the "millennia} reign" on earth
for the last day has already come! 

2. All the dead shall be raised on the last day-the 
good and the evil (John 5:28-29). Jesus said, "Of all 
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up again at the last day" (John 6:40). 
Martha told Jesus regarding Lazarus, "I know that he 
shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day" 
(John 11 :24). 
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3. The lastjudgmentwill take place on the last day. 
Jesus said, "the words that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day" (John 12:48). 

4. All humanity will be sent to their eternal 
conditions at the last day. At the judgment Jesus will 
tell the righteous, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world" (Matt. 25:34 ). He will tell 
the wicked, "Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels" 
(Matt. 25:41 ). Thewickedshallgoawayintoeverlasting 
punishment but the righteous into life eternal (Matt. 
25:46). The conditions entered by the righteous and 
the wicked are eternal. There is no more time for 
earthly events! 

5. The earth will be destroyed at the last day. "The 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up 
. . . all these things shall be dissolved" (2 Pet. 3: I O
Il). Since the earth will be destroyed (pass away, melt, 
be burned up, and be dissolved) at the second, final 
coming of Jesus, there can be no place, or time, for the 
events of the dispensational-premillennial scheme. 

WeneedtoknowtheteachingoftheBibleregarding 
the end things. We need boldly to teach these truths, 
refuting all false teaching, including the fanciful, 
speculative teachings of the premillennialists. 

Contrary to what some compromisers among us 
have said, these issues are very much alive today. It 
will be neither popular nor easy to get people to 
understand and accept the truth. 

Attainable truth saves us and makes us free! (John 
8:32). 218 Pinecrest Drive 

Greeneville, TN 37743 
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Let's Take a Survey Glance at 

CURRENT LIBERALISM 
Roy Deaver 

Many brethren have gone out from us 
because they are no longer of us. Oh, they are 
very careful to try to maintain a "connection" 
with churches of Christ in order to continue 
to accomplish their plans and purposes. And, 
sad to say, many of the faithful-in fleeting 
hope-continue to play their game according 
to their rules, and thus unwittingly contribute 
to their accomplishments. The sooner we 
recognize this situation and determine to 
"mark" and to "turn away from" the false 
teachers, the better off the Lord's church will 
be. 

I. THE WHAT? 

These false brethren have reached 
agreement among themselves that they will 
no longer do certain things and that they will 
say certain things. 

1. They will no longer say plainly, or even 
suggest or indicate, that anybody else is or 
even might be wrong. 

2. They will no longer say anything which 
might be considered negative. 

3. They will no longer stress what the 
Bible teaches about obedience to God and 
His word. 

4. They will no longer contend earnestly 
for the faith once and for all delivered to the 
saints. 

5. They will oppose nothing, fight nothing 
and criticize nothing-excepting those faithful 
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brothers and sisters who are determined to 
walk in the Old Paths, to uphold the right and 
to oppose the wrong. 

6. And, since marriage, divorce, and 
remarriage for just any cause or for no cause 
are so commonly practiced, they have 
concocted perhaps a dozen different 
outlandish positions with regard to Matthew 
19:9 with the effect that (according to these 
doctrines) the Lord's law on marriage amounts 
to nothing. 

These erring brethren have become a 
powerful force for their doctrines, and they 
are determined to "restructure" the church
to make the church according to a different 
"image." They are determined to bring about 
a joining together of Churches of Christ with 
Independent Christian Churches, and-in 
fact-with the whole denominational world. 
Their "arguments" which lead to the onealso 
lead to the other. 

II. THE WHY? 

Why have these people turned from the 
pure gospel, from the Old Paths? Why are 
they trying tore-make the church? Numerous 
points would be involved in the answer. Here 
are some of them. 

1. They do not like the idea of having to 
think and/or to say that somebody is wrong, 
or that somebody is lost, or that somebody 
will not go to heaven. 



2. Theydonotliketheideaofhavingto be 
different from and in opposition to the whole 
rest of the religious world. 

3. They no longer believe the exclusive 
nature of the gospel ofChristnorthe distinctive 
plea of the New Testament Church. 

4. They have been taught by a whole 
generation of psychologists that preachers 
(especially) ought to make people "feel good 
about themselves." 

5. They have turned away from the firm 
conviction that the word of God furnishes the 
man of God completely unto every good 
work (2 Tim. 3: 16, 17). They decry the concept 
that the Bible addresses current human needs. 

Brethren, these five items listed above 
ought to get our attention and to "shake us 
up" with regard to our teaching and our 
preaching-wherein we have failed, and 
wherein we must do a better job! Question: 
What are we doing these days in our Bible 
classes? And in our pulpits? 

"And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and served Baalim. And 
they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, 
which brought them out of the land ofEgypt, 
and followed other gods, of the gods of the 
people that were round about them, and bowed 
themselves unto them, and provoked the Lord 
to anger. And they forsook the Lord, and 
served Baal and Ashtaroth. And the anger of 
the Lord was hot against Israel, and he 
delivered them into the hands of the spoilers 
that spoiled them, and he sold them into the 
hands of their enemies round about, so that 
they could not any longer stand before their 
enemies" (Judges 2:11-14). "0 Lord, what 
shall I say, when Israel turneth their back 

before their enemies!" (Josh. 7:8). 

III. THE GOALS 

What is it that they seek to achieve? What 
is it that they want to accomplish? 

1. They have determined that in churches 
of Christ we are going to be like our religious 
neighbors, regardless! 

2. They are determined that we are going 
to have mechanical instrumental music in our 
worship and that we will not stand in 
opposition to those who engage in such 
practice. 

3. They have determined that we are going 
to have women elders, women deacons, 
women preachers, women leading the public 
prayers-women doing "anything that men 
can do"! 

4. They have determined that we are going 
to have fellowship with the whole religious 
world-that churches of Christ will simply be 
another denomination among the many 
denominations. 

5. They have determined that we are going 
to turn away from and completely reject the 
"Restoration Plea" and the concept that God 
intended the New Testament to be our 
"pattern." Oh, how they hate, despise, 
abominate, detest, and abhor this "pattern 
theology." This (#5 point) is absolutely 
essential to the accomplishing of their goals. 

IV. ILLUSTRATIONS 

To illustrate the above concepts we 
mention the following. 

I. One brother (who claimed to be a 
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gospel preacher) said plainly: "If the church 
of Christ were to continue to be what it was 
when I was growing up I would not want my 
children to be a member of it." This same 
man said in a sermon(?): "I will no longer be 
concerned about what the Bible says. I will be 
concerned only about where the Holy Spirit 
leads me." After the preacher had made this 
statement one of the elders got on the phone 
to me. "Can you come over here and help 
us?" My response: "Why wouldn't you listen 
to me two years ago when I tried to get you not 
to hire this man!" 

2. Another brother, a "missionary," 
explained that even after God had specified 
that the ark be made out of gopher wood, if 
Mrs. Noah had wanted the master bedroom to 
be panelled with pecan timber there would 
have been nothing wrong with it. 

3. Another brother (a far-out, gone-wild 
preacher for a large congregation) has 
expressed his thanks that so many graduates 
of Abilene Christian have left the church and 
are now sending their children to Abilene for 
the very purpose of changing ACU! This 
recorded speech has been widely circulated. 

4. One brother said, "If I were in a 
congregation where the will of that 
congregation, the decision of the elders, was 
that the instrument was going to be used next 
week I wouldn't mount the pulpit and condemn 
them and divide the church" (Rubel Shelly, 
August 14, 1985). 

5. Another has written: "It is risky, in the 
light of the Scripture, to make immersion 
absolutely necessary to becoming a 
Christian" (Leroy Garrett, Restoration 
Review, September 1985). 

6. Another brother, a noted educator, for 
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many years President of a Christian College, 
said: "Unless churches of Christ change 
their attitude toward instrumental music, 
social drinking, and the denominations, they 
are doomed." 

And on and on the matter could go. These 
are simply a few among thousands of similar 
statements of the same nature. 

V.THEHOW 

How would these erring brethren seek to 
bring about these changes? How would they 
proceed in striving to reach their goals? 

1. They would stress the love of God, 
without equal emphasis upon the justice of 
God. One preacher puts it this way: "Mercy 
extends law." When he got through explaining 
what this meant he had said that "Really, 
God is going to save you, regardless of what 
His law says." 

2. They would de-emphasize what the 
Bible plainly teaches about obedience to God 
and to His word. These people would virtually 
eliminate from their teaching the demands of 
God and would emphatically stress the grace 
of God. They would refuse to explain that 
there is no conflict between God's grace and 
God's demands for man's obedience; that 
there is no conflict between God's love and 
God's justice. They would do their best to 
lead brethren to accept the denominational 
doctrine of salvation by "grace only." One 
brother has written that "Grace and law are 
mutually exclusive." This same brother 
(Charles Hodge) writes: "Read your New 
Testament-carefully! Nothing, personally, 
is given about the family affairs of preachers, 
elders, deacons! The family life of anyone! 



The silence is shattering! There are no 
interpersonal examples in the epistles about 
how to handle various Church issues! There 
is no peek into New Testament worship, 
work, daily affairs. This emphasizes 
inspiration .... This means Christians are not 
ruled by codes, rules, 'Church Laws.' 
Christians are ruled by principles-eternal 
verities. Christians are led by the Spirit, by 
the nature of Christ, by Christian character, 
by heavenly wisdom! There ain't no such 
thing as' Church Laws, Rules, Regulations'." 
Incredible! But there it is! I have read 
somewhere that " ... every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes." God condemned 
all such! 

3. They would work to destroy respect for 
Bible authority. They would labor incessantly 
to put across the notion that having Bible 
authority for what we teach and for what we 
do is, after all, not ail that important. They 
have worked feverishly to create doubt and 
uncertainty in the minds of brethren with 
regard to the genuineness and integrity of the 
Scriptures. I have heard them argue that 
"You don't even know that you have the word 
of God." They talk about "inspiration," but 
they do not mean what the Bible teaches 
about "inspiration." Note this carefully: You 
can be sure that the (so-called) "New 
Hermeneutic" is simply another tool in the 
hands of the liberals by means of which they 
seek to achieve the goals heretofore indicated. 
Its very aim/design is to remove from the 
hearts and minds of men the concept that the 
Bible is the inspired, the infailible, the inerrant, 
the all-sufficient word of the living God. 

4. Theywouldcriticizeandevenrejectthe 
use of logic in the study of the Scriptures. 

Many among them have become "haters" of 
logic. With regard to these anti-logic brethren 
brother Thomas Warren often uses the word 
"misologists"-haters of logic. Their 
speeches and their writings showthatthey do 
not understand the difference between 
"inference' and "implication"-a mighty 
serious error. They reject and criticize the 
binding nature of true inference. They fail to 
understand the nature and force of 
"implication." 

5. They would set out and emphasize the 
doctrine that the human being cannot reaiiy 
know anything! I have seen this doctrine in 
the classrooms of some of the "Christian 
Coiieges" since the early 40's. One highly 
respected professor in a Christian College 
said to a former student of mine: "Jeff, you 
don't even know that you are sitting there! 
Your senses may deceive you!" Jeff wrote to 
me, asking, "What do I do?" My answer to 
Jeff was, "Just go ahead and know it!" It is 
a bit peculiar that a professor can know that 
you cannot reaiiy know anything! 

6. They would stress the false doctrine 
that ail that God really requires is that one be 
sincere-that one's "intention" grows out of 
sincerity. 

7. All the above would lead to the doctrine 
that truth is purely subjective, not objective; 
that there is no such thing as objective, 
unchangeable, authoritative, infaiiible truth
that it is whatever you want it to be, whatever 
pleases you. And this is pure existential 
philosophy! And it is in this connection that 
they would seek to lead us to accept the 
notion that only academic "scholars" have 
sense enough to tell us what the Bible is and 
what it does not mean. They themselves seem 
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to be more concerned about what it does not 
mean than about what it does mean. They 
have set up their own standard for "scholars." 
They have measured themselves by their 
standard, and by their measurement of 
themselves by their standard they have decided 
that they are the scholars and that most of the 
rest of us are not! And yet, these "scholars" 
of the "Scholarship Movement" are a major 
source of the trouble, the false teachings, the 
compromising, and the division, among us. 

8. They would set out to gain control of 
our "Christian Colleges," to tum them away 
from their chartered aims and purposes, and 
to change these into tools of liberalism and 
pure agnosticism. 

9. Also, they would make effective use of 
the printed page. They would use existing 
publications, and they would start new ones. 
Especially important to their cause would be 
periodicals such as these: Restoration Review, 
Mission Magazine, Restoration Quarterly, 
One Body, and Image Magazine. But these 
are just a few. There are several large printing 
firms which are instruments of liberalism. 

CONCLUSION 

Brethren, we set out to take a Survey 
Glance at Liberalism. I wanted to try to help 
us all to have a better picture of ( 1) not just the 
whole matter, but (2) the various sub-divisions 
of it. I wanted us to be able to see how all these 
various elements fit into the total picture, 
why each part is essential to the total picture, 
and thus to show why it is so absolutely 
necessary that we understand the "parts" as 
well as the "whole." May God help us to be 
able to recognize liberalism when we see it, 
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to know what it is-where it has come from, 
where it is going, and where it is trying to take 
the whole church. May God give us the 
wisdom, the courage, the will, the concern, 
the sincere love for the truth, to enable us to 
continue to fight the good fight of the faith ( 1 
Tim. 6: 12) and to be faithful even unto death 
(Rev. 2:1 0). Said the Lord: "He that 
overcometh, I will give to him to sit down 
with me in my throne, as I also overcame, and 
sat down with my Father in his throne" (Rev. 
3:21 ) .. 

7401 Glenhaven Path 
Austin, TX 38118 

(Editor's Note: It is against the policy of 
the Firm Foundation to print previously 
published articles, with the exception of poetry 
(we only print poetry that has been previously 
published). This excellent article was printed 
in Roy Deaver's "Biblical Notes" (by the way, 
if you are not a subscriber to "Biblical Notes, " 
you should contact brother Deaver at the 
above address and order the paper). Because 
the Firm Foundation has a wider circulation 
than Biblical Notes, because of the crisis in 
the church today, because of the keen insights 
of the author, because of the outstanding 
content of the essay, we have elected to 
violate our own policy and print Roy Deavers 
treatise on liberalism in the churches of Christ. 
Thanks, Roy!-Dobbs). 
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LESSONS ABOUT JOSEPH- Year 1, Book 2 

LESSONS ABOUT MOSES - Year 1, Book 3 
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Grade 2 
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LAST DAYS OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH - Year 2 , Book 2 
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THE EARLY LIFE OF CHRIST -Year 2, Book 4 

Grade 3 
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the importance of Jesus' sacrifice and learns he has the joy of 
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did. 

• 
THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST- Year 3, Book 1 

CLOSING EVENTS OF CHRIST'S LIFE - Year 3, Book 2 

STORIES FROM ACTS OF APOSTLES -Year 3, Book 3 

PAUL'S LIFE AND OTHER N.T. LESSONS - Year 3, 
Book4 

Age 5 
BIBLE HOME - Year 2, Book 1 

BIBLE HELPERS -Year 2 , Book 2 

BIBLE FRIENDS -Year 2, Book 3 

BIBLE HEROES - Year 2, Book 4 

Junior Grades 4, 5, 6 

Grade4 
This quarter begins by showing God's power in creation and looks 
into the lives of Bible characters like Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham 
and others. The first s igns of God raising up a nation that differed 
from all other nations are studied. The stories of Joseph and God's 
deliverance of the Israelites complete this quarter of study. 

THE CREATION TO ABRAHAM- Year 1, Book 1 

ABRAHAM TO JOSEPH- Year 1, Book 2 

JOSEPH TO MOSES - Year 1, Book 3 

IN THE DAYS OF MOSES - Year 1, Book 4 

Grade 5 
The conquest of Canaan to the end of the Israelite nation is covered 
in this study. Juniors learn of the high cost of rebellion against God 
and the importance o f selecting friends who will help them obey 
God. 

TIME OF JOSHUA AND THE JUDGES - Year 2, Book 1 

IN THEDA YS OF SAMUEL THE JUDGE- Year 2, 
Book2 

SOLOMON, JEROBOAM AND ELIJAH - Year 2, Book 3 

END OF ISRAEL AND DAYS OF DANIEL - Year 2, 
Book4 

Grade 6 
This concentrated study of the life of Christ w ill strengthen the 
student's faith and encourage him to put Christ first, regardless of 
the sacrifice it may entail. 

GREAT MOMENTS IN THE LIFE OF JESUS -Year 3, 
Book 1 

MIRACLES OF JESUS- Year 3, Book 2 

LAST DAYS OF JESUS ON EARTH -Year 3, Book 3 

HEROIC CHRISTIANS - Year 3, Book 4 



Intermediate Grades 7, 8, 9 
Grade 7 
This thorough study of the book of Acts teaches the basic elements 
of Christianity. The lessons are designed to help the student make 
application of Christian principles in his own life. 

STUDIES IN ACTS OF APOSTLES- Year 1, Book 1 r 
STUDIES IN ACTS, CHAPTERS 8-15 Year 1, 

Book2 

STUDIES IN ACTS, CHAPTERS 15-21- Year l, 
Book3 

STUDIES IN ACTS, CHAPTERS 21-28- Year 1, Book 4 

Grade 8 
1l1is series of studies on the letters of Paul are valuable to the 
intermediate student. Christian principles are learned which will 
guide the student in his everyday life as well as help him choose 
a vocation pleasing to God. 

LESSONS FROM ROMANS- Year 2, Book 1 

LESSONS FROM 1 CORINTHIANS -Year 2, Book 2 

LESSONS FROM 2 CORINTHIANS AND GALATIANS-
Year 2, Book 3 

LESSONS FROM EPHESIANS THROUGH 
2 THESSALONIANS -Year 2, Book 4 

Grade 9 
The intermediate finishes a study of the New Testament with a 
deeper look at Christian principles. The differences in the Old and 
New Covenants will be seen as well as a study of Revelation on 
their academic level. 

LESSONS FROM TIMOTHY, TITUS AND PHILEMON -
Year 3, Book 1 

LESSONS FROM HEBREWS- Year 3, Book 2 

LESSONS FROM JAMES THROUGH WDE- Year 3, 
Book3 

l 

LESSONS FROM REVELATION -Year 3, Book 4 

II 

Senior Grades IO, II, I2 
Grade 10 
This series of lessons gives the senior a real foundation for 
accepting the inspiration of the scriptures. The student will find 
this interesting study valuable in his growth as a Christian. 

GOD AND HIS WORD- Year 1, Book 1 

GOD'S PLAN: PROPHETS AND CHURCH- Year 1, 
Book2 

WORSHIP; WORK; PROBLEMS OF YOUNG PEOPLE -
Year 1, Book 3 

CHRISTIAN GROWTH AND BIBLE EXAMPLES- Year 1, 
Book4 

Grade 11 
Christ, as the center of the senior's life, will be the theme of this 
year's work. A study of the early church with discussions of 
Christ ian principles and conduct will help the student in his growth 
as a Christian. 

CHRIST IN THE GOSPEL ACCOUNTS -Year 2, Book 1 

PRELIMINARY STUDY OF THE CHURCH- Year 2, 
Book2 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES - Year 2, 
Book3 

PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN LIVING -Year 2, Book 4 

Grade 12 
The senior will ga in m<~ny practical lessons from this study of the 
Law and Prophets. Concluding this year with a study of the minor 
prophets, the student will be moved by the courage and zeal of the 
Old Testament characters. 

STUDIES IN THE PENT A TEUCH- Year 3, Book 1 

JOSHUA TO THE TIME OF THE EXILE -Year 3, Book 2 

LESSONS FROM THE MAJOR PROPHETS -Year 3, 
Book3 

LESSONS FROM THE MINOR PROPHETS- Year 3, 
Book4 

The 

series is available from 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING COMPANY 
P.O. Box 210876 Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

(817) 498-8512 



GRADED BIBLE LESSONS 

- --~· 
~ 

PRE-SCHOOL- Year 1 -
QUARTER TITLE ~rts 0 

YEAR STUDENT TEACHER'S 

cfl &BOOK $1.60 $2.75 

Fall The Beginning of Things r-~ 1
1 1-1 

Winter Our Homes and Our Friends -- 1-2 ~ 

Spring Happy Helpers .i!-. 
-,· '"'-- 1-3 

~ 

Summer Being Kind and Thankful -~ -LSl 1-4 
"' 

PRE-SCHOOL- Year 2 1 ~II 
Fall Bible Homes ~ - ~ -- i..[l :.r ..., -

2-1 
Winter Bible Helpers r· ~-~•n 2-2 ::. 

Spring Bible Friends 1 T _:[Jil .. Jr== 2-3 
Summer Bible Heroes l-~ -~~~ 2-4 = 

·-

PRIMARY -Grades 1-2-3 ~.r~~~· 
~f'· ~:~ e 

Fall Some Early Bible Lessons =c.-;: 1-1 
Winter Lessons About Joseph I u nuv 1-2 
Spring Lessons About Moses ----; ;------1- 1-3 ~''g= 

Summer Times of Judges and Kings I I t;J~ 1-4 
Fall A Wise King and Other Stories 

-~ - 2-1 
Winter Last Days of Israel and Judah 5 2-2 = = 
Spring Stories from the Exile - j..I~ 2-3 
Summer The EarlyLife of Christ .n_fl!! • J;;: 2-4 -- -= 
Fall The Min istry of Christ _j 3-1 
Winter Closing Events of Christ's Life ~ 3-2 -
Spring Stories from Acts of Apostles L:J •'I 3-3 
Summer Paul 's Life and Other N.T. Lessons I 3-4 -" 1r 

JUNIOR- Grades 4-5-6 ~ 'I{;ii~~~ 
Fall ~ The Creation to Abraham ~ ~lil-l£fll 1-1 

-

Winter Abraham to Joseph =L~ 1-2 = ·= 
- .::. 

Spring Joseph to Moses 0 !:.~11 I T 1.. 1-3 
- -

Summer In the Days of Moses 
--· -- 1-4 -=::--. 

Fall Times of Joshua and the Judges L 2-1 
Winter In the Days of Samuel the Judge ::r 

2-2 
~ 

- -
Spring Solomon, Jeroboam and Elijah f 2-3 
Summer End of Israel and Days of Daniel C1 2-4 
Fall Great Moments in Life of Jesus 'i 3-1 
Winter Miracles of Jesus 

~ 
3-2 ---

Spring Last Days of Jesus on Earth LJM 3-3 

Summer Heroic Christians ...!! 3-4 = 
.;;a,.=. -"-=-- .r=.. 



INTERMEDIATE - Grades 7-8-9 

QUARTER TITLE YEAR STUDENT TEACHER'S 
- &BOOK $1.60 $2.75 

Fall Studies in Acts of Apostles 1-1 
.; 

Winter Studies in Acts : Chaps. 8-15 1-2 
Spring Studies in Acts : Chaps. 15-21 1-3 
Summer Studies in Acts: Chaps. 21-28 = 1-4 :-

Fall Lessons from Romans 2-1 
Winter Lesson from 1 Corinthians 2-2 
Spring Lessons from 2 Cor. & Galatians 2-3 
Summer Lessons from Eph. thru 2 Thess. 2-4 
Fall Lessons from Tim., Titus & Phil. 3-1 
Winter Lessons from Hebrews l ~l 3-2 
Spring Lessons from James thru Jude 3-3 
Summer Lessons from Revelation 3-4 .. 

SENIOR - Grades 10-11-12 
Fall God and His Word 1-1 
Winter God's Plan; Prophets and Church 1-2 
Spring Worship; Work; Y. Chris. Problems 1-3 
Summer Christian Growth & Bible Examples 1-4 
Fall Christ in the Gospel Accounts 2-1 
Winter Preliminary Study of the Church 2-2 
Spring Principles of Christian Living I"' 2-3 
Summer Church Organization & Activities 2-4 
Fall Studies in the Pentateuch 3-1 If 
Winter Joshua to the Time of the Ex ile II 3-2 
Spring Lessons from the Major Prophets 3-3 
Summer Lessons from the Minor Prophets 3-4 

Print or type the information requested below and mail this order form to: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING COMPANY 

P.O. BOX 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
r- ------- ---------------- - --- - - - - -- - -, r---- - ---- -- --- - - - ------ -------------, 

I I I 

Send Order to: Bill to: 
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1 
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What Are We Going to do About This? 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Editor 

The Religious News Service has sent out 
across the nation the following release: 
"Nashville, Tenn.-Distorted interpretations 
of biblical teachings about 'headship' and 
'submission' often break up Christian 
marriages and sometimes lead to incest, 
according to four male professionals with 
the conservative Churches of Christ. 

"The more conservative the church, the 
more incest you have in families," said the 
Rev. Gayle Napier, family life minister at 
Harpeth Hills Church of Christ. He was one 
of the speakers during a panel discussion 
recently at the church's David Lipscomb 
University here. 

"We've so distorted the concept of 
headship and submission that we've produced 
a pathological family model," Napier said. 
"The wife is treated second class, treated 
like one of the kids." 

According to Napier, "headship in the 
New Testament had nothing to do with control 
and power but was seen as the source of 
love." He noted that Paul had urged husbands 
to "love your wives the way Jesus loves the 
church." 

Situations in which the husband has 
become a "power-controlling addict" or 
dictator in the home can lead to emotional or 
physical incest, Napier warned. He said the 
wife will often say of her husband, "He 
sounds like my dad, and I don't want to have 
sex with Daddy." Then, ironically, actual 

incest might fo How when domineering fathers 
tum to their daughters if their wives withhold 
sex out of frustration. 

Another panelist, psychologist Gary 
Wilson, said distorted teachings that paint a 
negative picture about relations with the 
opposite sex can drive many Christians to 
pornography or homosexuality 

"Pornography is the way Christians have 
affairs," Wilson said. "You wouldn't believe 
the number of people who have sex addictions 
who are members of the church." 

According to Wilson, many Christians 
are vulnerable to sexual addictions because 
"we don't know grace and mercy." 

The release, as noted, was sent out by a 
news service and appeared in many 
metropolitan papers. Here is my reaction: 

1. Napier and Wilson either said what was 
attributed to them, or they did not. If they 
were taken out of context and misrepresented, 
a retraction is in order. If they said it .... 

2. It is not true. The church is made up of 
many honest, moral, clean-living, godly 
people. Napier and Wilson could not prove 
their proposition if their very lives depended 
on it. To shoot from the hip in this fashion is 
juvenile and pinheaded. This slander of 
good people is outrageous! 

3. Psychologists, like policemen, spend 
so much time with a few weird and warped 
personalities, they lose good judgment and 
falsely conclude that everybody is rotten. 
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Wise men have observed that when a person 
begins to read other people's motives, he is 
really telling you something about himself. 

4. Shall we take our penknife and cut 
Ephesians 5:22 from the Bible and cast it into 
the fire? Napier and Wilson did not get 
their information from theN ewTestament 
but are merely parroting the trivia of godless 
teachers from twenty years ago who ignorantly 
claimed that religion makes a person nutty. 

5. The brethren know far more about 
grace and mercy than do these two 
irresponsible men. 

6. Some ask, What we are going to do 
about Napier and Wilson? The real question 
is, What are we going to do about David 
Lipscomb University? 

If you think I am angry, you are right! 
11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77070 
FF 

The Church 

A comprehensive study of the divine institution eternally purposed by 
God and purchased with the redeeming blood of our Savior with outstanding 
lessons from twenty-six men including Willie Bradshaw, David Brown, 
Winfred Clark, Roy Deaver, Joe Gilmore, Jerry Moffitt, Flavil Nichols, Foy 
Smith and Rex A. Turner, Sr. 

Save Up To 30% 
Off The Regular Retail Price Of These 

Annual Bellvlew Lectures! sate Price 
The Church Triumphant (1991) o o o 0 0 0 o. o. o o •••• o •• o o •• $12.95 
What Does God Authorize In Worship? (1990) ........ o o 10.00 
In Hope Of Eternal Life (1989) ... o •• 0 •• o •••••••••• o o •• o 10.00 
Are We Moving Away From The Cross? (1988) o o o. o •••• 10.00 

Please add $1.25 per book for postage. 
Each volume is of durable quality, hardbound and around 300 pages. Offer 
good while supplies last. Send your check or money order to: 

Bell view Church of Christ 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, FL 32526 
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Did God Plan for You 
to Use Inferences? 

By Hugo McCord 

Restoration preachers have long held that 
the Bible teaches human responsibilities by 
direct commands, approved actions, and 
necessary inferences. An educated and 
talented young gospel preacher not long ago 
startled a Christian college lectureship 
audience by rejecting and ridiculing 
inferences. Did God plan for human beings to 
use inferences? "To the law and to the 
testimony; ifthey (young preachers or older) 
speak not according to this word, there is in 
them no light" (Isaiah 8:20). 

1. God's Eternal Existence. Paul tho1:1ght 
that pagan idolaters should necessarily infer 
from "rain and fruitful seasons" that there is 
"a living God who made heaven and the 
earth and the sea and everything in them" 
(Acts 14: 17). To Paul God's "eternal power 
and divine nature" are necessarily inferred 
("clearly seen," Kathoratai), "being 
understood" ( nooumena," a mental act, an 
inference") "by the things that are made" 
(Romans 1 :20). So unavoidable is the 
inference of God's existence (yes, even his 
eternal existence) no one has an "excuse" 
for unbelief (Romans 1 :20). Ex Nihil, nihil 
fit, "Of nothing, nothing comes." 

2. The Deity of Jesus. Augustine inferred, 
Si Christus non deus, non bonus, "If Christ 
is not God, he is not good." Long before 



Augustine the contemporaries of Jesus 
inferred that a good man would not deceive 
and so would not claim deity if he were not 
God (John 7: 12; 9:35-37). Since all people 
acquainted with the life of Jesus through two 
thousand years have agreed that he was a 
good man, the necessary inference follows 
that he was Emmanuel, God with Us (Matthew 
1:23). 

Also, one sees a man who had attended no 
rabbinical school knowing "letters" (John 
7: 15), and by his teaching astounding all his 
hearers: "What is the source of this wisdom 
and these mighty works? Is not this the 
carpenter's son?" (Matthew 13:54-5 5). The 
knowledge and the teaching ability of the 
unschooled carpenter lead to the necessary 
inference that he was supernatural. 

3. The God-Breathed Scriptures. By a 
direct statement the Bible affirms the divine 
inspiration of the Scriptures (2 Timothy 3: 16), 
but how do we humans know it is telling the 
truth? We know it by a necessary inference: 
since only the possessors of divine know ledge 
can predict the future and since the Bible 
unerringly foretold hundreds of years in 
advance that the Messiah would come 
(Genesis 49:1 0; Psalm 2:6; Isaiah 9:6-7; 
Daniel9:26; Micah 5:2; Zechariah 9:9), then 
it follows that the Scriptures are God-breathed, 
not humanly inspired. 

4.AnAnimal Sacrifice. To say that Cain's 
sacrifice was rejected because it was not 
costly is an inference, but not a necessary 
one. To say that God gave a command to Cain 
and Abel for an animal sacrifice, though not 
specifically stated in Scripture, is a necessary 
inference by comparing Genesis 4:3-5; 

Hebrews 11 :4; and Romans 10:17. 

5. Inherited Sin. Now here does the Bible 
say that children are born pure and sinless, 
but since heaven is sinless (John 8:21; 
Revelation 21 :27), and the kingdom ofheaven 
is composed of children (Matthew 19:14), a 
necessary inference is that they are born free 
of sin. 

6. Believer's Baptism. The Bible does 
not explicitly say that one must be old enough 
to believe before being baptized, but since 
teaching must precede baptism (Matthew 
28: 18; Mark 16: 16), it is a necessary inference 
that infants are not scriptural subjects of 
baptism. 

7. Immersion. Since baptism requires a 
burial (Romans 6:4; Colossians 2: 12), an 
unavoidable implication is that an immersion 
is required. 

8. Preaching Jesus Includes Preaching 
Baptism. The Bible does not say that 
preaching Jesus includes preaching baptism, 
but since a man who had never heard of 
baptism asked for it after he had heard a 
sermon only on "Jesus"(Acts 8:35-36), one 
infers necessarily that Jesus cannot be fully 
preached without baptism being preached. 

9. In and Out of Grace. The Bible does 
not say that one fallen from grace has been in 
grace, but since one cannot fall out of 
something unless he has been in that 
something, it follows that the Galatian 
Christians who fell out ( ek) of grace had been 
in grace (Galatians 5:4). 

10. A Female Elder. The Bible does not 
say that a woman is ineligible for the eldership, 
but by its saying that an elder must be a 
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husband (Titus 1 :5-6), the unavoidable 
inference is that the Bible teaches that only 
men may be elders. 

11. Drug-Free Christians. The Bible does 
not say that Christians are to be free of non
prescribed drugs, but since they injure the 
body in which the Holy Spirit dweiis (1 
Corinthians 6: 19-20), preachers should affirm 
that the Bible teaches that Christians should 
be free of such drugs. 

12. Gambling. The Bible does not forbid 
Christians' being gamblers, but since it 
commands them to "maintain good works" 
(Titus 3: 14 ), the necessary inference is that 
Christians should not be gamblers. 

13. Dancing. The Bible does not forbid 
Christian boys' and girls' intertwining 
themselves in dancing, but since such behavior 
easily leads to mental and physical adultery 
(Matthew 5:27 -30), the necessary inference 
is that Christians should refrain from such 
dancing. 

14. Goodness and Salvation. The Bible 
does not say that a good man wiii be lost 

unbaptized. However, since Cornelius was a 
good man but unsaved until he was baptized 
in water(Acts 10:1-2, 48; 11:14), one has to 
infer that goodness alone wiii not save a 
person. 

15. Conscience and Salvation. The Bible 
does not say that a good conscience is 
insufficient to save. However, since Paul 
with a good conscience was the chief of 
sinners (Acts 23:1; 1 Timothy 1: 15), one has 
to infer that something beside a good 
conscience is required for salvation. 

16. TheResurrection.AccordingtoJesus, 
the tense of the verb in Exodus 3:6, "I am," 
instead of"I was," leads to the inference that 
the dead wiii be raised (Matthew 22:31). 

12715 SE Main St. 
Portland, OR 97233 

(Editors Note: We are indebted to brother 
Dwight Holland of Elk City, Oklahoma,_ for 
sending this article to us. We also thank 
brother McCord.) 

WHAT IS WRONG WITH PREACHING? 
Johnny Jackson 

"What's wrong with today's preaching?" 
This was the question asked. "Plenty!" was 
the answer given. Then the following 
indictments were given against preaching in 
our day: 

1. Trivial, trite, feeble. 2. Humdrum 
sermons, vague and rambling with no clear
cut point. 3. Pretentious delivery with no 
feeling or an exaggeration of it. 4. Sermon 
length cut more and more to make it easy "on 
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the congregation." 5. Tendency to tone down 
the message to please the people. 6. Timidity 
about stressing the harder demands of religion 
in action. 

"What is the solution?"This was the next 
question, and to it the following answers were 
gtven: 

1. A return to the brave preaching of the 
early church and the apostles. 2. A renewed 
emphasis upon Biblical and expository 



preaching. 3. More time spent in sermon 
preparation. 4. Plain speech that will nourish 
souls of the laymen. 

Now, by whom would you suppose these 
questions and answers to be given? Were it 
not for the very last word used ("laymen") I 
have an idea that no one would hesitate to 
attribute the article to one of the better writers 
in the brotherhood! Since we "frown" on the 
use of the word "laymen", the discerning 
reader might have thought otherwise. 

But the point is that the article was not 
written by members of the church at all and 
neither was it written in reference to the 
preaching (or lack of it) that is being done 
among churches of Christ. These comments 
came from a world-wide conference on 
Methodism. The words describe the plight of 
Methodist preaching and the Methodists' 
solution to their preaching problem! The 
reason for our interest in all this is that the 
appraisal given of Methodist preaching 
reflects some of the same complaints our 
brethren have been urging in recent years 
against the trends among our gospel 
preachers! Read once more the "plenty" the 
Methodists say is wrong: trivial, feeble, no 
feeling, shorter length, toned-down message, 
timidity about demands, etc. The Methodists 
have come on hard times in recent years! 
Their ranks have declined in numbers. Now 
they say their preaching is at fault! They are 

CHECK YOUR LABEL 
Is your renewal date past due? 

Dates of 7/91 or before need to be 
renewed. 

PLEASE MAIL A CHECK TODAY. 

crying for a return to the brave preaching of 
the early church, more Bible, plain speech, 
and more time in sermon preparation! Our 
Lord said the children of the world are wiser 
in their own generation than children oflight. 
Do we have the wisdom to see the need for a 
more fundamental, Christ-centered message 
by observing the effects of a compromised 
gospel preached by the sectarian world? 

(Editors note: This article was written 
September 25, 1966) 

THE DICKSON NEW 
ANALYTICAL STUDY 

BIBLE 

ROY DEAVER 

For fifty years ofBible study, preaching, and teaching 
the Word of God I have regarded THE DICKSON NEW 
ANALYTICAL BIBLE as being THE WORLD'S FINEST 
STUDY BIBLE. During these years I have also been a 
distributor of this wonderful Bible. 

For many, many years I have required that my 
students possess and use this Bible, together with the special 
WORKBOOKS which have been prepared to be used with 
this Bible. This is an unusually fine set of workbooks. 

I would like for you to have these excellent study 
tools for your very own personal home Bible study. 

There are different binding available, different colors, 
and at different prices. I strongly recommend the Number 
I 00, black genuine Morocco grained leather. 

This Bible, the#IOO sells for$65.00: the workbooks 
sell for $15.00, a set of four. 

Be sure to include your check with your order. 
Please print your name your mailing address (including your 
zip code, and your telephone number). 

Postage is paid and delivery is guaranteed. 
Send your orders to 

BIBLICAL NOTES, 7401 GLENHAVEN PATH, 
AUSTIN, TX 78737 
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Woman's Page 

WAYS AND MIENS OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN 

BUZZARDS 
AND BLUEBIRDS 

As a small child I used to stand in our yard and 
watch the buzzards soaring in the air; from a distance, 
they looked grand and graceful as they sailed along, 
moving their wings hardly a tall. It was only much later 
that I learned what they were after- and then I found 
them much less admirable. As soon as I became aware 
that these birds I had watched in awe were the same 
creatures which pounced upon decaying, maggot
ridden flesh by the road side, I no longer had any good 
thoughts regarding them. 

Later in life, I came to realize thatthere are actually 
human beings who seek out that which is low and 
rotten in this life, often things which thesubjectsdeem 
shameful and embarrassing in their own lives; aspects 
and actions which should have been ignored or forgotten 
are hauled to the surface for public exposure and 
furtherreview, with no consideration ofthe harm done 
to the once-errant person. Sometimes acquaintances 
seem to gain personal satisfaction from such revelations 
and reminders, and often times the stories are enlarged 
upon through the imagination of the narrator. These 
are life's buzzards. 

Who would have thought a few decades ago that 
an entire sub-industry could have been bu i It up around 
gossip and lies aboutmajorshow-business characters, 
to capitalize upon some supermarket patrons' craving 
for the rash trash ofthe tabloids? Sometimes ungrateful 
offspring have composed harsh and rancorous writings 
about theirparents, sometimes living, sometimes dead 
and unable to defend themselves. 
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By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

In each case, readers have rushed, almostsalivating, 
to learn of the half-truths which are making money for 
the child and her/his sponsors. The same was true after 
Kitty Kelly's recent book became available in the 
stores. 

This fondness for literary carrion is not beneficial 
to ournation, and it wreaks havoc in the homes ofthose 
who are its victims, as it certainly does not improve the 
minds and the souls of its readers. As Solomon once 
said, "Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out; so 
where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth" 
(Proverbs 26 :20). Christians have no business helping 
to increase the fame and the profits which come to 
these mongers of malevolence. Even in the church, 
sometimes, some who call themselves Christians "lick 
their chops" as they enjoy passing around a juicy tidbit 
which reflects badly on some other Christian or on an 
entire congregation. If we practice John 13:35 ("By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, ifye 
have love one to another"), we will distance ourselves 
from •uch preyers at all times. 

The bluebird, on the other hand, has long been 
considered a symbol ofhappiness, in that many people 
search for happiness and then find it, unexpectedly, in 
their own vicinities. Happiness often seems elusive. 
David, in Psalms 146:5, tells us how simple and 
obvious is the object of this search: "Happy is he that 
hath the God ofl a cob for his bel p, whose hope is in the 
Lord his God." 

The Sermon on the Mount gives to us an outstanding 



formula for happiness. "Blessed," as used in this 
great sermon, means "happy." A happy person is 
poor is spirit (not haughty or arrogant); mourns over 
his sins as well as those of others; is meek (mild, 
gentle); has an intense desire for righteousness; is 
merciful and compassionate in both attitude and deed; 
is pure in heart; is a peacemaker and shuns strife; is 
willing to endure persecution, even if he is slandered 
or misrepresented. 

It is obvious, too, that in order to be happy, one 
must avoid the likes of tabloid offscourings. So far as 
I am able to tell, Matthew 5 does not deal with the utter 
delight of digging up dirt on some Christian, or a 
former first lady, or a gentlewoman--or a gentleman, 
either for that matter. 

P. 0. Box 8400 
Fort Worth, TX76124 
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Post-Dated Prayer 
By Charles R. Brewer 

Dear God: 
The time may come when I will be too busy dying 

to tum sane thought to thee and number all good things 
you've done forme; 

Or if I call Thy name, it may be only inarticulate 
cries of pain from stammering lips and dulling brain. 
Senses wracked in fear have little room, and mortal life 
holds on so stubbornly, it would forfeit all treasures 
past or future hopes just to keep on going for a few 
more fleeting days. 

Not so, Lord, would I be. And so, I ask Thee now 
to close Thine ears to any frantic calls that I may make 
for help or extension of my time; but rather, Lord, 
please file this plea away, and in infinite mercy on that 
last day accept it as my final prayer to Thee. 

And so, before that hour arrives, while still my 
mind is clear, my body free from pain, let me say, 
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You, Lord, again and 
yet again! For all unspeakable joys attendant on my 
journey-road oflife; for all the blessings of my years 

I give Thee thanks and praise; For dreams of 
youth, and testing hours, long memories of childhood 
days, for dreams of youth, when 'twas Thy hand that 
guided me, and I was kept within Thy power from 
pitfalls that I did not see. For happy years of wedded 
life, for gentle, sweet and faithful wife, for stalwart 
sons, strong in the faith, a daughter dear brought by a 
breath from heaven-a jewel rare in answer to a long, 
long prayer. 

Bless them, Lord, and help them be through all 
their life-days true to thee. Give them wisdom, grace 
and power sufficient for each trying hour. Help them 

with pride to wear the Name, not mine, but Thine. 
Bomnotofmy blood, butofthatBlood thatmadethem 
children of the Living God. 

For a lovely world, your guest-house, in which 
You've let me stay so long, I thank Thee for every 
night and day, for morning dawn and sunset glory that 
reach within the heart and stir feelings. 

Beyond the realm of speech, and all the festive 
board of nature-love where day by day I've shared 
Thy manna from above. 

For fellowship of friends whose faith in me has 
helped my own faith stronger be. For all these blessings, 
Lord, and oh, so many more let me say, Thank You, 
Thank You, even now, and o'er and o'er. 

Blot out the spot, 0 Lord, spots on the sun, made 
dimmer by the wrongs I've done. Forgive them and in 
mercy move all shades of night. And in this evening 
hour, 0 Lord, let there be light, That I, now looking 
back, may surely know Thy love that cleanses white 
as snow. 

So as you see me now in this post-dated hour, my 
body tom by demon-life, so loathe to let go, please, 
God, as once You healed the wretched lad so long ago, 
even so bid now my striving cease, and let my 
ransomed soul come home in peace. 

Charles R. Brewer 
Abraham's bosom 

(Written when he knew that a dread disease would 
soon snuff out his earthly life. A special thanks to 
Danny Rundell for calling our attention to this dying 
prayer of a faithful child of God.) F F 
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(Note: Beginning with this issue of this paper on this page, we will present a series of articles dealing with 
basic Christian doctrine, and written by WilliamS. Cline in his inimitable style. Brother Cline is among our 
best teachers and possesses an unsurpassed knowledge ofthe Bible. His brilliant mind makes him one of our 
better thinkers. The good work brother Cline has done in bringing the Firm Foundation to its present 
emminence among brotherhood journals is well known and appreciated. The personal sacrifices this great 
man of God has willingly made to defend and promote truth are many and large. He has presented his body 
as a living offering [Rom. 12: 1]. Brother Cline has been in a cruel hand-to-hand battle with cancer for almost 
three years. It has not been easy, but he has suffered wordlessly. His health is still very fragile. We plead 
that you join with us in constant prayer on his behalf. The financial burden of his disease is almost 
unbearable, due to the bankruptcy of his health insurance company. He needs and richly deserves our 
generous support so that he may have a firm foundation-Dobbs and Whitten, joined by all our editors and 
staff writers.) 

A BIBLE SURVEY 
By William S. Cline, Senior Editor 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Bible is not just a book. It is a library of 
books-66 in all. There are 39 books in the Old 
Testament and 27 in the New Testament. 

2. The Bible has been translated into about 1200 
languages and dialects. It is in the language of 
97% of the world's population. 

3. The Bible was written by about 40 different men 
over a period of approximately 1 ,500 years. 

4. The purpose of the Bible is: The Glory of God and 
the Salvation of Man, Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. This theme runs through the entire Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation. 

5. The study of the Bible is our solemn obligation 
(See 2 Tim. 2: 15; Acts 17:11; Heb. 5: 12; John 
17:17). 

DISCUSSION: In making a survey of the Bible, we 
note the following: 

I. The Bible is one book. It is made up of many 
books, but because of its marvelous unity it is 
incomparably The Book, which is whatthe word 
Bible means. There is no disagreement among its 
many writers, though they were separated from 
each other by long years. 

2. The Bible contains a chronicle of God's dealings 
with man across the years, but it is most of all the 
textbook of religion. Its theme is redemption. 
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3. The Bible has two major divisions-the Old and 
the New Testaments. 

4. The Old Testament was written for our learning. 
"For whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that through patience 
and through comfort of the scriptures we might 
have hope" (Rom. 15:4). 

5. There is a clear distinction between the two 
Testaments. "Then hath he said, Lo, I am come 
to do thy will. He taketh away the first, that he 
may establish the second" (Heb. I 0:9; see also 
Heb. 9:16-13; Heb. 8:6-13). 

6. The Bible records three great dispensations. 

-Patriarchy, covering the events from creation 
to the giving of the Law ofMoses (the patriarchy 
ceased for the Jews when God made a covenant 
with them at Mount Sinai, but it continued for the 
Gentiles). 

-Judaism, covering the events from the giving of 
the Mosaic Law to the giving of the Law of 
Christ. 

-Christianity, covering the events and time from 
Pentecost of Acts 2 to the final judgment (really 
to the end of the first century, but the balance of 
human history, down to the last judgment, is 
prophesied). 



7. The Old Testament may be divided into four 
subdivisions. 

-Law, the 5 books ofMoses (Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy). 

-History, the following I2 books (Joshua, Judges, 
Ruth, I & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther). 

-Poetry, the next 5 books (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon). 

-Prophecy, the remaining book of the Old 
Testament (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi). 

8. The New Testament may be divided into four 
subdivisions. 

-Gospels, life of Christ in 4 books (Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John). 

-History, establishment and growth of the 
church-one book (Acts). 

-Epistles, 21 books written by Paul, James, 
Peter,JohnandJude(Romans, 1 &2Corinthians, 
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I 
& 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, 
Philemon, Hebrews, James, I & 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 
3 John and Jude). 

-Prophecy-only one book (Revelation). 

9. The Bible has fifteen natural periods: 

-Antediluvian, from Creation to the great flood 
(about 1656 years). 

-Postdiluvian, from the flood to the call of 
Abram (about 472 years). 

-Patriarchal, from the call of Abram to the 
descent into Egypt (about 215 years). 

-Egyptian, from descent into Egypt to the crossing 
of the Red Sea (about 215 years). 

-Wilderness Wandering, from the crossing of 
the Red Sea to the crossing of the Jordan River 
and entrance into Canaan (about 40 years). 

-ConquestofCanaan, from crossing the Jordan 
River to the appointment of the first judge (about 
51 years). 

-Judges, from the appointment of the first judge 
to the establishment of the kingdom of the Jews 
(about 332 years). 

-United Kingdom, from establishment of the 
kingdom of the Jews to the division of that 
kingdom (about 120 years). 

-Divided Kingdom, from the division of the 
kingdom of the Jews to the fall ofSamaria (about 
250years). 

-Kingdom of Judah, from the fall ofSamaria to 
the fall of Jerusalem (about I36 years). 

-Captivity, from the fall of Jerusalem to the 
decree of Cyrus that the Jews could return to 
Canaan (about 70 years). 

-Restoration, from the decree of Cyrus to the 
end of Nehemiah's work, with which the Old 
Testament history closes (about 90 years). 

-Between the Testaments, from the end of 
Nehemiah's work to the coming of John the 
Baptist (about 440 years). 

-Life of Christ, from the coming of John the 
Baptist to the Pentecost of Acts 2 (about 34 
years). 

-New Testament Church, from Pentecost of 
Acts 2 to the end of the book ofRevelation (about 
50 years). 

(Note: This outline makes a good family study. Each 
father should lead his wife and children in a thorough 
investigation of God's Holy Word. Jehovah 
commanded the Jews to teach the law to their 
families," And thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up" 
(Deut. 6:7). The Lord requires us to be dedicated to 
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the study of God-breathed scripture: "Give diligence 
to present thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the 
word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15). I suggest that every 
family should be drilled on the information presented 
in this outline until each member knows it by heart. 
If you faithfully follow this suggestion for all of the 

lessons in this series, you and your family will be 
rooted and grounded in the truth and will not be 
moved away from the hope of the gospel. The 
following charts should be helpful in your Bible 
study and may be useful for class or sermon material. 
Take it, and welcome-WSC). 

(Northern Kingdom) 

ASSYRIANCAPTMTY 
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TWELVE SONS 
EGYPTIAN BONDAGE 

BIRTH of MOSES 
CROSSING RED SEA 

BEGINNING of LAW on SINAI 
40 YEARS in WILDERNESS 

ENTERING of the PROMISED LAND 
JUDGES 
KINGS 

I 

(Judah, Benjamin, Levites) 
(Plus remnants of the other tribes) 
(Southern Kingdom) 

BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY 

!RETURN to JERUSALEM 
I 
BIRTH of CHRIST 



39 Books 
c 
R 
E Fall 
A 
T of 
I 
0 
N Man 

Garden 
of Eden 

RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE WORD OF TRUTH 
THE OLD TEST AMENT 

II TIM. 2:15 

30Writers 1400 Years in Writing 

The Flood* Tower of Babel 

Promise to Abraham 

Family Altar * Animal Sacrifice 

Bondage * Moses Called 

4000 Years of History 

GENTILE NATIONS 

Judges Kings Captivity 

Hebrew Nation Founded ;i~ Jews only Israelites 

Known as Israel-Jews Mt. Law of Moses Ten Commandments 
nai 

LAW POETRY PROMISES TO BE FULFILLED 
Genesis Exodus 
Leviticus Numbers 
Deuteronomy 

HISTORY 
Joshua Judges Ruth 
I Samuel II Samuel I Kings 
II Kings I Chronicles 
II Chronicles Ezra 
Nehemiah Esther 

Job Psalms 
Proverbs Ecclesiastes 
Song of Solomon 

PROPHETS 
Isaiah Jeremiah 
Lamentations 
Ezekiel Daniel 

MINOR PROPHETS 

Gen. 3:15, 12:3 

Kingdom to Be Established Dan. 2:44 

The Lord's House Will Be Built !sa. 2:2-3 

Will Be in "Last Days" 

Will Begin in Jerusalem 

All Nations Will Be Admitted 
Hosea Joel Amos 

Nahum Obadiah Jonah Micah Haggai Christ Will Be King Jer. 23:5-6 

Habakkuk Zephaniah Zechariah Malachi A New Covenant Will Be Given Jer. 31:31 

RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH II Tim. 2:15 

OLD TESTAMENT 
PROMISES MADE (Gen. 3:15, 12:3) 

NEW TESTAMENT 
PROMISES FULFILLED 

1. Kingdom to Be Established (Dan. 2:44) .......................... Mark. 9:1; Acts 1:8-2:4; Luke 22:29-30; I Cor. 11:23 
2. Lord's House to Be Built (/sa. 2:2-3) ................................ Heb. 10:21; I Tim. 3:15 

Will Be in "Last Days" ................................................. Acts 2:16-17; Heb. 1:1-2 
Will Begin in Jerusalem ................................................ Luke 24:46-47; Acts 1:4-8 
All Nations Admitted .................................................... Acts 2:39; Rom. 1:16 

3. Christ Will Be King (Jer. 23:5-6) ..................................... Matt.28: 18; Acts 2:29-33 
4. New Covenant Binding (Jer. 31:3l) ................................. Matt. 16:18-19; Acts 2:36-38; Heb. 9:15-17 
5. Holy Spirit to Be Given (Joel 2: 28) .................................. Acts 2:16-21 

---ALL PROMISES MADE ARE FULFILLED IN ACTS 2-
(Acts 2 Gives the Account of Events of Only One Day--PENTECOST) 

Every scripture speaking of the kingdom 
BEFORE Acts, 2 speaks of it as being in the 
FUTURE!! lsa.2:2-4; Mic. 4:1-2; Dan. 2:44; 
Matt. 3:1-2;Matt.16:18; Mark9:1; Matt. 6:9-10 

ENTECOST very scripture speaking of the kingdom 
FTER Acts 2 speaks of it as being in 

ACTS 2 XISTENCE!! Acts 2:47; Col. 1:13-14 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 

FOUNDER-CHRIST 
Matt. 16:18 

WHERE-JERUSALEM 
lsa. 2:3 Acts 2:5,47 

WHEN-A.D. 33 
Acts2 

HEAD-CHRIST 
Eph. 1:22 

Organization Elders Tit. 1:5; I Pet. 5:1-3; Acts 20:28; I Tim. 3:1-7 

Phil. 1: I 
Deacons Acts 6:1-6; I Tim. 3:8-I3 
Members Acts 2:41-47; Col. 1:13; I Cor. 1:2 

Church of God I Cor. I :2; Acts 20:28 
Name The Body of Christ Col. I: I8; Eph. 1 :23 
Eph. 3:15 Churches of Christ Matt. 16: 18; Rom. I6: I6 

Bride of Christ Rom. 7:4; Rev. 21:9 

Disciples Jno. I5:8; Acts 11:26 

Name Saints Rom. I :7; I Cor. I :2; Phil. 1: I 

Eph. 3:15 
Brethren Luke 8:21; Gal. 6: 1 
Children Gal. 3:26; I Jno. 2: 1 
Christians Acts 11:26; 26:28; I Pet. 4:10 

Creed Jesus Christ Matt. I6:16-I8; 10:32-33; Acts 8:37 

All Power Matt. 28:I8-20; Rom. 1:16; Heb. 4:I2 
WordofGod Church Government II Tim. 3:I6-I7; II Pet. 1:3 

Rule of Faith and Practice Seed of Kingdom Matt. 13:3; Luke 8: II 
Sword of the Spirit Eph. 6: I7 

Worship 
Sing Col. 3: I6; I Cor. 1I :25; Pray I Thess. 5: 17; Teach Acts 20:7; 
Communion Acts 20:7; Contribution I Cor. 16:I-2 

Mission Save Souls Eph. 3:10; Jno. 6:45; I Tim. 4:16 

Warning Gal. I:6-8; Matt. 15:9; II Cor. 11:3; Rev. 22:18-I9; II Jno. 9 

TEN POINTS OF COMPARISON 
PATRIARCHAL AGE 

1. Lasted about 2,500 years. 
2. God spoke to the patriarchs. Heb. 1: I; 11 :4 
3. Covered in the book of Genesis- Exodus 19. 
4. Time of family religion. Gen. 8:20; I2:7 
5. No written law. 
6. Blood of animals offered as sacrifices. Gen. 3I :54; 

46:1 

7. Father was priest. 
8. No set day of worship. (Many claim they kept the 

Sabbath , but there is no support of this.) Ex. 3I: 13; 
Deut. 5:15; Neb. 9:12; 13; 14 

9. No set place of worship. Anywhere they built an 
altar, they could worship. Gen. 8:20; I2:7 

10. Became member by physical birth. 

MOSAICAL AGE 

I. Lasted about 1 ,500 years. 
2. God spoke through Moses and the prophets. Heb. 1: 1-2; 

Jno. I: I7 (This was a new law ... only for descendants of 
Shem.) 

3. Covered in Exodus 20----Cross of Christ. 
Actually the first Gospel sermon to be preached in the 
name of the risen Christ was in Acts 2. So one should 

say the Law of Moses is from Exodus 20 to Acts 2. 
4. The time of the national religion. 
5. Now a written law ..... 6I3 commandments ..... 

2 8 
[252] August 1991 
FIRM FOUNDATION 

368 "Thou shalt not's" ..... 245 "Thou shalt's." 
6. Blood of animals offered for sins. Heb. 9:13-14; 10:1-4 
7. Priest came from the tribe of Levi. Heb. 7:I1; 

Num. 1 :50-53; Deut. 18:1 
8. A set day for worship ..... the Sabbath, the 7th day, 

Saturday. Ex. 3I:13; Deut. 5:15; Neh. 9:I2-14 

9. A set place for worship ..... first at Tabernacle, then at 
Jerusalem when the temple was built. Jno. 4:20-24 

10. Became members by physical birth. Some were proselyt
ed into the Jewish religion. 



CHRISTIAN AGE 

1. Will last from day of Pentecost until Christ comes again. 7. All Christians are priests. I Pet. 2:5,9 
2. God has spoken through His son. Heb. 1:1-2; Matt. 17:5 8. New day ofworship .... THE 1st DAY, SUNDAY. 
3. Covered in Acts 2 through Revelation. Acts 20:7; I Cor. 16:1-2; Rev. 1:10 
4. Congregational religion. (Family religion .... saved are the 9. No set place of worship. Jno. 4:23,24(Worship in the 

children [family] of God.) church .... wherever assembled.) (Note: the church is not 
5. A change in law .... now the Law of Christ. Heb. 9: 15-17; the building. The church is the saved people-those called 

Jno. 12:48; Heb. 8:6-13; Heb. 7:12; Gal. 3:15-25 out of sin by the Gospel. II Thess. 2:14). 
6. Christ's blood offered for sins.Acts 20:28;Eph.l:7;Rv.l-5 10. Become members by spiritual birth. Jno. 3:1-5 

Potpourri 
Carl G. Hecker and his wife, Willadean, are moving 

from McLoud, Oklahoma, to Richwood, Texas, where Carl 
will be the first full-time minister for the church there. The 
church, small in number, has been meeting for 3 years and is 
extremely fortunate to have both Carl and Willadean join 
them in their work. 

The Pearl Street church of Christ in Denton, Texas 
will host its tenth major annual lectureship November 10-
14, 1991. The lectures will be devoted to a study of 1 & 2 
Samuel. A variety of material will be covered by 35 outstanding 
speakers. The aim of the lectureship is to provide fundamental 
teaching to edify those who attend. Video and audio tapes will 
be available. A book containing all the lectures will be 
available through Valid Publications, (312 Pearl Street, Denton, 

Texas 76201, or (817) 387-3531). A daily discussion forum 
(Monday-Thursday) will feature controversial subjects. The 
subjects this year will be: "Does the Bible Set Forth 'Pattern 
Theology'?"; "Is the New Testament a Constitution or Merely 
a Love Letter?"; "Are Things Taught by Implication in the 
Bible Binding?"; and "Is Human Activity Involved in One's 
Salvation?" Questions from the audience will be received. 
Exhibit space is available for both commercial and non
commercial interests, subject to approval by the Pearl Street 
elders. Housing in the homes of local Christians will be 
provided as long as it lasts. Several major motels are located 
in Denton. Hookups (including dump station) for travel 
trailers and motor homes provided by advance registration. 
For more information write to: Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
Street, Denton, Texas 76201, or phone (817) 387-3531.F 

F 

Eleventh Annual 
St. Louis Area-Wide Lectureship 

Planned in cooperation by various churches of Christ in the St. Louis area. 
September 19-20-21, 1991 

Theme: READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER, PART I 
Thursday, September 19 
6:30 p.m ................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m .................... History and Doctrines of Humanism ............................................. Wayne Jackson 
8:00 p.m .................... Contrasts and Trends in the Church, Part 1.. .................................. Windle Kee 
Friday, September 28 
6:30 p.m .................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m .................... New Age Movement. .................................................................... Winford Claiborne 
8:00 p.m .................... Discipling Movement.. .................................................................. Earl Edwards 
Saturday, September 21 
9:00 -- 9:40 a.m ........ The Platform of Humanism-Refuted .............................................. Wayne Jackson 
9:50- 10:30 a.m ........ Contrasts and Trends in the Church, Part II ................................... Windle Kee 
9:00- 10:30 a.m ........ Ladies Class-Contrasts and Trends in the Church 

from a Christian Woman's Perspective ....................... Barbara Kee 
10:30 - 11 :00 a.m ...... Break for Coffee and Doughnuts 
11 :00 - 11 :40 a.m ...... New Age Movement.. ................................................................... Winford Claiborne 
11 :50 - 12:30 p.m ..... Discipling Movement. .................................................................... Earl Edwards 
12:30 p.m .................. Final Comments and Dismissal 

Lectures held at the West End Church of Christ, 9350 Natural Bridge Road, St. Louis, Missouri 63134. 
Contact: Steve Fishel. %Jerseyville Church of Christ, Route 267 North, Jerseyville, Illinois 62052. (618) 498-5609. 
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DIRECTORY 
• • • • • • • • 

TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

ADVERTISING IN TinS SECfiON IS $2.00 PER 
LINE. YEARL YRATES ARE:S l25.00FOR3 LINES; 
$175.00FOR4LINES;$225.00FORSLINES;$275.00 
FOR 5 LINES; $325.00 FOR 7 LINES; $375 FOR 8 
LINES. 

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 

P.O.BOX 210876 
BEDFORD TEXAS 76095-7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 
WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th 
Avenue,99701 . (907) 456-4921 . 

CALIFORNIA 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-617. Send particulars 
of loved ones In this area, we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499.Sun.9:30, 10:45A.M.,6 P.M .. , Wed. 7:30 
P.M .. 210 Fwy N on Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309LarreaAve., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN 
BERNADINO, CA. 3630 N. "E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 13320 South 
Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, preacher. 
(209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

CONNECTICUT 

GROTON----CHURCH OF CHRIST meeting at 
291 Osprey Dr., Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 
P.M. Ph. 446-0676. 

FLORIDA 

CLEARWATER--CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1454BelleairRd. Phone(813) 446-4808. Services: 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 
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GAINESVILLE 39TH.AVECHURCH OF CHRIST 
1811 N.W.39thAve.6mi.eastof 1-75,useHighway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. Jeffcoat, evangelist. 

JACKSONVILLE--WESCONNETI CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 or 
771-2646. Sun. 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Robert McAnally, 
minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Home of 
Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun.9, 10A.M.,6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 21 Lancaster 
Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 855-5651 or 

855-1326. --------

SARASOTA--MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail , 
nexttoHolidaylnn.Servlces:Sun. 9:30, 10:30A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 6:30P.M. Gene Stilwell,mlnister. 

SEBASTIAN---1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone ( 407) 58~5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

SEBRING--904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 
McGhee, evangelist. 

GEORGIA 

ATLANTA--AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299-
1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles inside 
1-285) 

BYRON--3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 ( 1 
mi.) to Hwy42 N--2 mi. to building. Camper hookups. 
Sun. 9, 10A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call (912) 956-
3719, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 

DULUTH--DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., 
Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871 . Paul 
Curless and David Dalton, evangelists. 

MISSOURI 

BRANSON--CHURCH OF CHRIST, College & 7th 
SIS. 65616. Sun. 9:30, 10:20A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 
7 P.M .. (417) 334-3866, 334-3757. A. J. Hendrix, 
minister. 

OHIO 

FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

OKLAHOMA 

EDMOND--CHISHOLM TRAIL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 8 1/2 Mi. N of town on Broadway. ·only 
the Old Paths." John A. Croom. (405) 396-8497. 

TENNESSEE 

MEMPHIS--KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. Call 
(901) 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker, minister, (901) 
363-1383.---------

ROBERTSON COUNTY CHURCH OF CHRIST-
U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65--25 miles north of Nashville. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Roy 
McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-
0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON--PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

RICHWOOD--CH URCH OF CHR IST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600N. Hwy. 227(old288), Richwood, 
77531 . (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30A.M., 6:30 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxen, England. 
Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

(813) 683-4043 

tr Strong Bible Emphasis 
1!' 1\vo Year Program 
ozr 100 Semester Hours 
"D No Thition 
1t Scholarships Available 
tr Qualified Faculty 
'lr V.A. Benefits 
ozr Call or Write 

TRAINING PREACHERS SINCE 1969 



CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER LINE. THIS SECTION IS DESIGNED ESPECIALLY TO 
ACCOMMODATE PREACHERS SEEKING WORK OR CONGREGATIONS SEEKING PREACHERS. OTHER 
CHURCH RELATED MATIER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING WITH THE PUBLISHER"S STANDARDS. SEND ALL 
CORRESPONDENCE TO: FIRM FOUNDATION, AD DEPARTMENT, P.O.BOX210876, BEDFORD, TX. 76095-
7876. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Mature preacher, sound In the fallh, evangelistic, desiring 
to senle for long term. Must have part of own support. 
$250/Week and Insurance. Congregation size 50/60. 
Contact Delbert Leavens, Rl 6 Box 335, Commerce, Ga 
30529. (404) 335·7762. 

Experienced gospel preacher needed for SW Florida 
congregation of 90. House provided. Send resume to 
P.O.Box 2197, Port Charlene, FL. 33949 or contact 
Lawrence Bauer (813) 627·1016 or church olflce (813) 
629-7454. 

Minister wanted for small congregation in soulh 
Mississippi. House provided, but will need to furnish 
some of his support. Prefer a sound, experienced 
gospel preacher In his SO's or early 60's. Please send 
tape or resume to: Mendenhall Church of Christ, % 
Jackie Mullins, 611 Simpson Clrde, Mendenhall, MS 

39114. 

MINISTER NEEDED: Growing, loving, congregation with 
80·100 In anendance located In southern New Jersey near 
me!ropolilan area of Philadelphia, Pa., seeks a married 
man who Is able to train leaders and delegate responsibility. 
Individual selected must have strong Bible background, 
experience, and speak enthusiastically. The church Is at 
peace and has a great potential for growth. We have a 
strong desire to seek the lost and have strong fellowship 
wilh area congregations. Minister Is fully supported by 
strong southern U.S. congregation. Send resume and 
references to Jerry Andrews, 1202 Clements Bridge Rd., 
Apt. 207, Barrington, N.J. 08007, 609-573-9511. 

Preacher needed for small congregation started Nov. 
1990. Can furnish $250 weekly. Will need outside support. 
Located at Port Clinton, Ohio. Send resume to Onawa 
County Church of Chris!, P.O.Box 123, Port Clinton, OH 
43452. Phone: (419) 734·6663. 

WANTED: Mature preacher for Church of Christ In 
Ganado, TX. Three bedroom home next door to 
building, Complete with AIC and carpet. Send resume 
lo Drawer I, Ganado, TX 77962 or call A. Burns at (512) 

771·2439. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

Minister wishing to relocate wilh congregation !hal cannel 
alford full support. Contact H.L. Cody, 312 Callowhlll, 
Baird, TX 79504. Ph.(915) 854-1495. 

FOR SALE 

HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM; A critique of 
Subjecllvlsm In Biblical lnterprelallon. $9.00ppd. to 
Major Premise Books, 11026 Wurzbach Road, San 
Antonio, TX 78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, olher books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookflnders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands of 
scripture references, each summarized and organized 
under hundreds of logically-arranged subject areas. 
Includes over 2,000 Interesting, Important discussion
stimulating questions. This ext:emely clear and easy 
guide to the Bible Is a must for every Christian's 
library. ll Is Ideal for Bible classes for all ages and for 
collage evangelistic studies focused on the slmplldty and 
power of New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$10.50 to Theo·Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 
92324. 

(PAUL) & ASSOCIATES 

• Prov1d1ng quality cons1ruc11on of church bUJidmgs • 27 years exper~ence in church des1gn 
·In-house arch11ec1u ral & eng1neer~ng serv1ces • Var~ous archllectural serv1ces available 
• $40/sf average incl. pews. carpel. sound & llghlmg ·Total managemenl from slarllo llmsh 
• ln1roduc1ng our new Williamsburg des1gn • Interior des1gn serv1ces prov1ded 

CALL FOR VIDEO INTRODUCTION AND MORE INFORMATION 
(214) 581-8322 3600 Old Bullard Rd., Suite 200, Tyler. TX 75701 (BOO) 847-0082 

RALEIGH SINGERS have funeral tapes for sale. 8tapes
-2 songs each tape. (Ideal for congregations who need 
singers for funerals.) $38.00ppd. Also olher tapes of 
scriptural gospel songs. $6.00 each ppd. Raleigh Church 
of Christ, 3213 Ralelgh·MIIIInglon Rd., Memphis, TN38128. 

NEW TRACT I The Gift of Acts 2:38-3g. $3.00 per dozen 
or $25.00 per 100. Order from:Wayne Price. 211 N. 5lh, 
Marlow, Ok. 73055. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. An 
easy, enjoyable , effective system for Increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more In 
your congregallon. Elders or Church leaders write for 
free Information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 Vandegrift Ave., 
Rockville, Md 20851 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale---an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Drive, 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299·1475. 

SECOND ANNUAL HOME SCHOOL CONFERENCE 
October 17-21. At. 6 Box 5010, Pell City, AL 35125. Ph. 
(205) 338-1843. 

HAVE GOSPEL-WILL TRAVEL. Holding three day 
meetings. Friday-Saturday-and Sunday. Presenting Chris! 
as Prophet-Prlest-and·King. Write G. E. Gower, 616 Soulh 
78th St., Tacoma, Washington 98408 or call 206-473-
6867. Reference supplied on request. Fifty years 
experience as a gospel preacher. 

TEACHERS WANTED 
Come to sunny tropical South Florida 

All teachers who want to 
work in a mission 

area in a secure Christian 
environment. 

K-3-12th secondary-elementary positions 
open 

Apply ... 
Redland Christian Academy 

17700 S.W. 280 Street 
Homestead, Florida 33031 

(303) 247-7399 (305) 248-8299 

MOVING? 

Please send your old address 
label along with your new 

address to: 

P.O. Box 210876 
Bedford, Tx 76095· 7876 
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FIRM FOUNDATION LECTURESHIP BOOKS 

The Gospel According To 
Luke 

The Gospel According To 
John 

"That You May Understand the Saviour" "These Things Are Written That 
Y e Might Believe" 

Hardbound Hardbound 
585 pages. 400 pages. 

Retail price $15.95 Retail price $14.95 

Each book contains a commentary, study outline, and lectures on each chapter. 

Joshua 
A Commentary--Exegetical, Homiletical 

Joshua, Conquest by Faith, contains a verse-by-verse commentary on the 24 chapters of Joshua, plus 28 
full length lectures--sermons. This book is an excellent reference work on the book of Joshua. 

Hardbound--550 pages 
Retail Price $13.95 

Special Offer: Buy any 2 of the Lectureship books and save 15%. 

Where the Saints Meet Order From 
Firm Foundation Bookstore 

P.O. Box 210876 
Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

(817) 498-8512 

A Directory of churches of Christ in the United States. 

1991 edition 

$10.95 each 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX76095-7876 

Address correction requested 

Add postage $2.50 first book, 
$1.00 each additional. 

Bulk Rate 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Dallas, TX 

Pcnnit No.1863 
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CHRIST AND HIS DOCTRINE 
by Adron Doran 

There seems to appear an emerging element among 
the puJpiteers of the churches of Christ who propose that 
preaching should be directed away from an emphasis on 
the doctrine of Christ toward "a change in emphasis" to 
exalting Christ himself. They charge that the undue 
emphasis which churches of Christ place on doctrine is 
causing some people to think that congregations are more 
responsive to matters of doctrine than they are to the Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. We are told that we must see the 
"church in transition" by transforming itself from the 
irnageofachurchofdoctrineorientationtothatofachurch 
of Christ orientation. 

Fortunately, the charges simply are not well taken! 
There has never been a time when the churches of Christ 
have neglected to represent a "Christ-exaltingmovement." 
The preachers during the first century delivered a Christ
centered message. Christ told his apostles to teach the 
disciples "to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you." These disciples, therefore, "continued 
steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine." The evangelists 
during the early days of the Restoration Movement in 
America went forth preaching that Jesus is the Christ the 
Son ofthe living God. A majority ofthose gospel preachers 
in the last decade of the twentieth century are exalting 
Jesus Christ in their sermons as well as Bible doctrine. 

There seems to be no explanation for these charges 
except an evident intent to ridicule, down-grade and 
belittle the "mainline churches of Christ" and to influence 
them to become more like the people around about. We 
must not concede that the preaching of the gospel has 
become an either/or proposition. We preach doctrine or 

we "preach Christ and Him crucified." I am convinced 
that if we preach either, we preach both. One cannotpreach 
Christ without preaching His doctrine nor can one preach 
the doctrine of Christ without exalting Christ. 

The apostles and early disciples gave attention to both 
Christ and doctrine at the same time. Paul told the church 
at Corinth that •'we preach not ourselves but Jesus Christ 
the Lord" (2 Cor. 4:5), yet he admonished Timothy to 
"give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine"( 1 
Tim. 4: 13). Simon Peter in his sermon on Pentecost not 
only exalted Christ but he also said that God had exalted 
Jesus. Yet Peter told the hearers who were convinced that 
God had made that same Jesus whom they had crucified 
"both Lord and Christ" that they must "repent and be 
baptized .... in the name ofJ esus Christ for the remission of 
sins" (Acts 2:38). The apostle had no reluctance to preach 
the doctrine of baptism while at the same time exalting 
Christ. Phillip used the prophecy oflsaiah to preach Jesus 
unto the eunuch (Acts 8:35). However, they had not 
traveled very long and very far until the eunuch was 
convinced that the doctrine of Christ required him to 
confess and be baptized in water. 

When we preach about the church today weexaltJesus 
Christ as the head and as "the Savior of the body." When 
we meet around the table to observe the Lord's supper we 
do so in memory of Christ and to show the Lord's death. 
We preach baptism in water for the remission of sins as the 
means by which we get into Christ and put Him on. 

It was with the deep concern which John had for the 
pre-eminence of Christ and regard for His doctrine that he 
wrote:"Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the 

(continued on page 5) 



()~~=-··:· ... ;· ..... '. -

-,_'~_-__ -:-_~ __ -!·;_-_a_·. ·~_-_i_;-~;-_ .. __ -_-·-iP ___ :_ -A_ I 11\.''li'n_i_ • I TIO' .. N· _-_J'~J:~ .,"V 1,U·i~'v.a.l! . ·:' · Editorial 
-· -,, ,;,: _ _ 'William- s .. Cline, Editor 

_ ·<;.: ->:lt4~lll'i!st~tJDqbbs,A$sociate Editlrl'· ~ 
i;l/oj {/)~qver,. Assist4nt' Editor. · 

·F\IELDEDITORS 
Winfted Clark 

Harrell' Davit/Son 
Joe ·Gilmore 

1!Jitimas B~ Wa"en 

EDITORIAL STAFF 

---~--_ n_n_ B_ 1ai_r 
f~m-l}rfghl 
AltBrown• 
Davlit.:P. Brawn 
T. Pierce Brown 
CturtiS Cates 
J:ininiy' Clark 
Gary ·Colley 
#uftew Connally 
~- --, Cotham-
:w,L-era;g 
-:Tun JJ_parman: 
: Moe Ji)eaver· 
. Qeotgr}- b.'eliojf_ 
-~ 1Janie/ii]J)eith(zin 
Adi'on· t>oron 
'.Gorlillid' Elkins 
Gliss Hoff_ _ _ 
',GorellL. Forehand 
!Jlobli.Y -.Gayton: 
.NoanJlat;kworth 
·1_1Jony l!iitch~r 
~~rl G~ .flecker 
T_eii[y Htghtower 
~- S/iQ'n_llohiJackson• 

Roger Jackson 
Weldon Longfield 
Jim Lows 
Mark Lewis 
Bobbv Liddell 
Bill' Lockwood 
Jetr.y Martin 
L. W. May_o 
Dub McClish 
J.A. McNutt 
Jim T. Middleton 
Goebel Music 
Rgy Peters 
Wayne Price 
John G. Priola 
Allen Robertson 
Stanley Silyers 
M. L. Sexton 
FoyL. Smith 
Dick Sitanyo 
Robert R. Taylor 
Tom· Wacoster 
Sttp_hen P. Woller 
Eadie Whitten 

WHAT'SWRONG?-Part VIII 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Some Christian scholars assail the church and try to change the 
: unchangeable and to shake the unshakable. Frail, fallible men may allow this 
; to happen to the church on earth, but they cannot touch the everlasting, 
, eternal, heavenly kingdom. No matter what happens on this planet, the 
: central throne-room of God goes on the same year after year. 

Men may claim understanding that surpasses heavenly wisdom revealed 
in the ageless word, but such claims are foolishness. Look at what is 
happening in sectarian and denominational bodies and you will see where all 

: are headed who turn away from revealed truth. When men go back and walk 
' with Jesus no more, the only possible answer to his question, "Will ye also 
: go away?" is "To whom shall we go, Lord, thou hast the words of eternal 
' life" (John 6:66-68). 

Scholars, in their vaunted knowledge, would have us believe that God 
cannot effectively reveal his mind to us in human language. They tell us the 
Bible message is ambiguous and uncertain. We have nothing left butourown 

.........,~---~--------.~---... -........... - .... - _______ ,..;...,;. _________ · designs. Each man follows his internal sensations and is intoxicated by his 
contrived, worked-up feelings. If we follow this dictum, religion is a mess

: without order and indecent. 

Ken. Willis 
Gary Workman 
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which word of God is to be rejected? The Bible is either true-the very word : 
of very God-or it is nothing to us. It is either all true or it is not true at all. If ; . . • . . 
I d t tak ll h B.bl · d d h 1 · . . 1 If I '. ChrtstandHJSDoctr1ne o no e a t e 1 e, c?nsist~ncy eman s t at reJect It entire y. ; : · ·. Adton Doran' •••••••••• ~ •••••• " .......... ~~.~ ....... 1 
refuse to accept any part of It, I will finally accept none of it. · · · · 

In This Issue 

If the Bible is not a sufficient guide, we have no absolute objective : Editorial: What's Wrong-P(lrt Jt.lfi , 
standard to direct us. It is either the Bible or nothing. No other purported i· . ;gA. {B[!ster) Dob.b~:-••. .,.~···~! ...... ., • .._,.,~~·· ,2 

revelation even begins to approach the majesty of the Bible-not the Koran, ! ·.I~ .Preach Christ 
Book of Mormon, Analects of Confucius, A vesta, Vedas, Upanishads, i Dilvltl W. Hester ......... ,....................... s 
Tripitaka, Yang and Ying, Yoga nor any other method or means of trying to t , 

find the divine will come close to the beauty, power and meaning of the Bible. ; . My Reasons.Don'tPersuade. }Zveryb,o.dy . 
If God has not revealed his wisdom to us in the Holy Scriptures, we have no ; Tom. Br~ght •••••••••••••••• , ....... ,. ••••••• -..,.~":-·-- 6 

adequate guidebook. Again, it is the Bible or nothing. (;iJ$pelPreaching, Is It1lelqvan1 f!!oiJ~y 
The strongest proof of the inspiration of the Bible is its content. What it ;,,. · J. A~ McNtllt •••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• ~ •• -.. f·····~ 9, 

says is obviously true. People said of Jesus, "Never a man so spake." Jesus . . .·: · .. · · . 
said, "Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The i Bilillcal Witnessing 
words that I say unto you I speak not from myself: but the Father abiding in ~ · . W. q. HabQrman •••••••• ~~···;••--•··---.•~t•·• Jo:· 

me doeth his works" (John 14:1 0). The words of Jesus prove the claims of : Espionage, Camouflage, andStiliotage 
Jesus. No fair minded person can read the words of the Bible and fail to see : · ·Guss Eo/f ............................. ~ •• ~ ••• ;~~·· ·11 
that it is of God. Its teaching is too eye-catching, too profound, too supernatural : . · 

h fi h ·d d · d f 1 N h · · b · .ItDoesNotMatter 
to avesp~g r?mt eunai e ~In. o ~er~mo~ s. oot er~nt.tng ears l Tommy·.T.Hicks ••••••• ~·~··•'!o.•«-..~··f-r•~·· l4 
such undentable Internal marks oftts tnsptratton.lt ts the charactensttc of truth : _ · 
to need no proofbut truth. ; jl~p. Sullivan . 

What Jesus said, and authorized to be said, can only come from above. The l. -~~JI!~ Gay Parade Invilatloli;, • ..-•• ~.~--~w· .t~ 
things Jesus spoke he heard from heaven (John 8:26). His words have a; .. ·' .. ·· :··. ~-- A ·t. . .· 

• • 1 ·Guardmn · nge s 
heavenly nng .about them. If you do not. have the dtscemment to know the : . .. ·Guy.N. Woods ••••••• ~ •••••••••••• ~ ............ ~ l/B 
words ofthe Btble are from God, then beheve on the lesser proof of the works f . 

of Jesus. "Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else f Are~":" o!J the Highway to He(J.ven.1 
believe me fortheveryworks' sake" (John 14:11 ). His teaching has survived 

1 
fe".l. Hightower •.••••••••••••• , •••• "····-:~ .. 1-9 

the ages. His professed followers outnumber the adherents of any other i ·_,_ .. ·•, 
religious order. The influence of his teaching has civilized and brought 1 -·~~"::,~e(l Mitchell •••••••• ; •••••• ~ •••••• ,.~~ ••••••. JO .. 
prosperity to humankind. No man can do the things Jesus has done except God ~- . . . . . · 
be with him. If revealed truth is not absolute and attainable, it is meaningless. ;.: .. fWi~r.~.fs.Yot~rHe(t,rtf. .. . . -'···.· 
If truth is not clear and if you cannot know it, then what good is it? Life is not ~;.:_~···"·:~>!Jilrf:t!,fl.:Brok~ng.~.~-'····••.i~··c•:;·~···!•~·~~,~·;}~· · · 
hallucination and truth is not approximate. Life is earnest. Life is real. Truth .. ·.·.· rr..'/i.· .. '·. ·. ·li·.·. ··.·fi· i'"I'Ji •. • ore .. · .. · .. ·.: . · 

1 .. ;('j oug, IS: or .... j rtst1an ,.,.omen: ·. -
is stark. Truth is understandable. "Y e shall know the truth, and the truth shall >'·.ldeal Woman· · . · · 
make you free" (John 8:32). Charline Lemonds Sexton •• ~~ ......... ~. 22 

Jesus never said it makes no difference what you believe. Ifhe did-ifhe :· . · 
taughtthateverythingisallrightandnothingiswrong-thenwhydidtheytake ; Ruth Perkins Gardner1921-1.991 ••• ~ •• ,. 23 

up stones to kill him and finally nail him to die on a cross? ; ' ~ . ., v . B.,., n t . 1 ~~- .-~· 'S .#1 
~ruuy .. our lu,e-.uoc rtna ~.uute. rr..r. 

The mind of man is such that even clear undeniable truth can become a ; • · ·Williams. Cline •••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••.•••• 24 
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of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower falleth: But 
the word of the Lord abideth for ever. And this is the word 
of good tidings which was preached unto you" (1 Peter 
I :24-25). Godmakestruthreal, understandable, obtainable, 
but he also gives us the capacity to believe a lie and be 
damned (2 Thess. 2:11-12). There is such a thing as 
"deceit of unrighteousness." There are those who cannot 
be "renewed again unto repentance." 

The churches ofChristarenotmerely a denomination 
among many denominations, as some would have us 
believe. The truth is one and the church is one. 
Denominationalism, which is another word for division, 
is sin. The Bible makes no bones about the fact that there 
is but "one body'' (Eph. 4:4). We must accept what the 
truth says to us, or perish. 

If the good people of all churches will be saved, we are 
blundering away our lives and our time and our energy by 
trying to maintain a separate identity. If salvation can be 
found outside the church of Christ, we ought to tear down 
ourbuildings,andtumthepropertyintosomethinghelpful
like, for instance, a parking lot. The church we read about 
in the New Testament is either solitary or it is not. If truth 
and the church are not exclusive-if they are not one-if 
anything goes-then we have no right to create confusion 
among men. Common decency requires we shut our 
mouths and lay down our pens. 

The sheer, simple, plain, unvarnished, unadulterated 
truth is there is one body (church), one Spirit, one hope, 
one Lord, one faith (truth), one baptism, and one God. I 
would as soon believe in many Lords, many Spirits, many 
Gods, many heavens as to believe in many churches, many 
faiths, and many baptisms. 

Some are afraid ofbeing in the minority. One scholar 
among us complained that "the church is fast on its way 
to becoming a dust-mite on the back of a tick on the back 
of a big dog." Those who want to be a big dog want no 
truck with anything they consider to be very small and 
tiny. The guy who wants to swagger and cut a wide swath 
and have the approval and applause of men lacks interest 
in something small. It is beneath his high position and 
offends his dignity. He forgets, or doesn't care, that "Y e 
cannot serve God and mammon." 

Jesus said, "Many are called, but few are chosen." 
"Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are 
they that enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and 
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straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they 
that find it" (Matt. 7: 13-14 ). Truth is not decided by head 
count. Twenty-five million Frenchmen can be wrong. 
Galileowasinadust-miteminoritywhenhecontendedfor 
the Copernican theory of the universe, but he was right. It 
takes courage to stand for what is right when one must 
stand alone. 

The seven thousand who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal and whose mouths had not kissed him were in a 
distinct minority. There were millions of Jews and many 
millions of Gentiles on earth at the time ofElijah, but only 
seven thousand were servants of God. "Even so then at 
this present time also there is a remnant according to the 
election of grace" (Rom. 11 :5). 

The question is not how many, but is it true? If many 
people accept truth, then good, but if not, too bad for them. 
Truth does not usually reside with the multitudes. George 
Bernard Shaw said that truth is "the one thing that nobody 
will believe." Truth is "something that is stranger than 
fiction, but not as popular." The Bible is the only absolute 
truth men will ever know in this life. We must accept the 
truth of the Bible and keep it even if the masses throw rocks 
at us. Let us hold to God's unchanging truth. There is 
dignity in conviction just as there is shame in cowardice. 
The truth of God marches on and will outlive the ages. 
"Shines on forever more than quenchless light, bums on 
that inextinguishable flame." 
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CHRIST AND HIS DOCTRINE 
(continued from page 1) 

doctrine of Christ hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ hath both the Father and the Son" (2 
John 9). 

The Col ossian Christians learned from the pen ofPaul 
that what they said or did (word or deed) must be spoken 
and performed in the name of Jesus Christ and that they 
must give thanks to the Father through Jesus (Col. 3: 17). 
He did not distinguish between the importance ofwhatwe 
say about Christ and what we do that Christ tells us to do. 

The efforts of some modernist teachers and writers to 
move the churches of Christ away from doctrinal matters 
under the guise of our responsibility to exalt Jesus Christ 
seems to me to be comparable to the practices of the liberal 
Disciples of Christ who engineered the innovations of 
affiliation with missionary societies and the introduction 
of mechanical instruments of music in worship during the 
latterpartofthe 1800's. To them it matters little what we 
do as worship just so long as the focus is on our faith in God 
and in His son, Jesus Christ. We can well be drifting 
rapidly into the currents of liberalism today which will 
take us in the same direction which the Christian Church 
has gone-we accept the man (Christ) but not the plan 
(doctrine). My sixty-three years in the pulpits of churches 
of Christ have convinced me that we must not lose our 
distinctive plea in matters of faith and practice. 
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Just Preach 
CHRIST 

By David W. Hester 

Some are critical of what they call "old paths 
mentality. "Theyrejectthenotion that the New Testament 
sets forth a pattern to follow. They say to claim the 
restoration of the New Testament church is complete, is 
"extremely arrogant." These same individuals call for 
the church to center its attention upon Christ and the 
Gospels and away from Acts and the Epistles. 

Christ is the center of life for the church and the 
Christian (Colossians I: 18). We often sing songs that 
declare the beautiful story of Jesus, such as, "Tell Me the 
Old, Old, Story" and "The Old Rugged Cross." The 
story of Christ's death should move us emotionally. 

It slanders faithful men to say they spend all their time 
in Acts and the Epistles to the exclusion of the Gospels. A 
constant theme among gospel preachers, both past and 
present, is the life and death of Jesus. 

Preaching Christ necessarily involves teaching about 
baptism, the church, and the pattern in the New Testament 
for Christians to follow. Any attempt to change the 
message in order for it to "fit our culture" is apostasy. 

Preaching Christ involves presenting the necessity of 
being "born of water and the Spirit" (John 3:5). In 
Matthew 28:19, Christ commanded baptism. In Mark 
16:16, Jesus settled the matter ofbaptism's connection 
with salvation. Jesus was baptized to fulfill all righteousness 
(Matt. 3: 15). 

According to Acts 8:35, whenPhiliptaughttheeunuch, 
he "preached unto him Jesus." "And as they went on 
their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch 
said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be 
baptized?" (v. 36). Those who cry for the church to 'just 
preach Christ" and leave out baptism and other doctrinal 
points, have a problem with Philip and the eunuch. To try 
to preach Jesus without preaching baptism is equal to 
not preaching Christ at all. 

Preaching Christ also involves tellingaboutthechurch. 
Jesus said," .... upon this rock I will build my church" 
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(Matthew 16: 18). The church is the property of Jesus-it 
is his church; there is only one. 

Jesus pictured the church in the next verse as the 
kingdom. He said, "And I will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom ofheaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 

This plain statement by Christ flies in the face of 
expressions such as ''The church is not the kingdom of 
God" and "We should still pray, thy kingdom come." 
Jesus said his kingdom would come in the lifetime of the 
apostles! ''There be some of them that stand here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of 
God come with power'' (Mark 9: 1 ). 

The kingdom, which is the church, came the same day 
3,000 souls obeyed the gospel. Acts 2:47 says, "the Lord 
added to the church daily such as should be saved." John 
was a member of that kingdom; he writes, "I, John, who 
also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in 
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ" (Rev. 1 :9). The 
Hebrew writer says, "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom 
which cannot be moved." Jesus preached, "the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand" (Matt. 4: 17). 

PreachingChristmustincludethepattemheestablished 
in the New Testament. Christ told Nicodemus, "God is a 
Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth" (John 4:24). This verse gives us the 

pattern to follow in worshipping. God is the object of our 
devotion; "in spirit" refers to attitude; "in truth" refers 
to the New Covenant. Jesus said, "Sanctify them through 
thy truth: thy word is truth" (John 17:17). We must 
worship according to the pattern of sound doctrine. 

Jesus gives us a pattern for living. In Matthew 5-7, 
Jesus gave a pattern for everyday activities. He even gave 
us a "model" prayer in Matthew 6:9-13! To exalt Christ 
and the gospels it is not necessary to belittle the importance 
of Acts and the Epistles. Paul said, "If any man thinketh 
himselfto be a prophet, or spiritual, let him take knowledge 
of the things which I write unto you, that they are the 
commandment of the Lord" (I Cor. 14:37). 

The words of the apostles and prophets are the words 
of the Lord. "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you" (John 14:26). 

Those who chastise others for being "extremely 
arrogant' and being "like the Pharisees" are often 
themselves very caustic in language and behavior. Happy 
is the man who does not condemn himself in what he 
allows. 

Rt. 2 Box 100 
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My Reasons Don't Persuade Everybody 
By Tom Bright 

. 
In January of this year, the editor of Image magazine 

spoke at the weekly Houston Preacher's Luncheon. The 
following is an excerpt from his speech. 

"I will tell you what I personally understand about the 
instrument. I personally do not believe I can worship 
where the instrument is being played. I personally do not 
... .listen to instrumental, contemporary Christian music. I 
don't listen to that. I think I'm consistent in that. I don't 
even believe you do that at home. Someofyou, you know, 
think it's okay to sit around your house and do it, but you 
just don't do it in the assembly. I think I'm consistent. I 
don't do it at the house .... that's where I am personally. 
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And in my mind I've got some Biblical reasons for that. 
But my reasons don 'tpersuade everybody. That's okay." 

Please look at two significant thoughts presented here. 
First, he stated, "I personally do not believe I can worship 
where the instrument is being played." Second, he said, 
"But my reasons don't persuade everybody." 

The attitude expressed by this editor is subjective. 
Subjectivism is the idea that the truth of any proposition 
is what one thinks and feels. Such "truth," of course, is 
binding only upon the person whose inner feelings and 
emotions have led him to the conclusion, and no others. 

Subjectivism is basic to the "New Hermeneutic." 



One wonders how this false view, adequately answered by 
our forefathers in the faith, could become so widely 
accepted by people who once opposed it. It did not happen 
overnight. 

W. Carl Ketcherside and Leroy Garrett have promoted 
this God dishonoring dogma for a long time. I first began 
to read their writings about twenty years ago. I was sure 
that this great brotherhood would never accept such 
nonsense. How wrong I was! Ketcherside and Garrett 
drifted beyond the truth of the Bible, and now receive as 
saved all who make a simple profession of faith in Jesus 
as the Son of God. That covers much ground. It forces the 
conclusion that the good people in all denominations will 
be saved but leaves us with no standard for knowing what 
is good and, logically, leads to universalism. 

Many professors in many schools operated by brethren 
accept this foolish notion or some variation of it. 

Note the following: 
(1) "The word of God has a meaning and the doctrine 

of God can be understood. Such understanding can only 
result from diligent investigation by earnest students who 
examine the text of the revelation and apply to their 
research those rules oflogical interpretation which govern 
such matters. When proper examination has been made, 
free from preconceived bias, the result must be conceded 
to be the doctrine of Christ as given through the holy 
envoys, the apostles. 

(2) "In view of the fact that such conclusions must 
depend in part, or in whole, upon the deductions made 
from the sacred scriptures and thus represent the sacred 
oracles as filtered through human rational processes, the 
conclusions cannot be constituted conditions of union or 
communion or tests of one's relationship to the Father. 
They must not be regarded as the basis for the life but of 
growth, and that rate differs with each individual who is 
in Christ. 

(3) "The deductions from the sacred revelation as 
made by one individual, oragroupofindividualsconducting 
research in concert, are not formally binding upon any 
otherindividual, unless commended unto such individual 
by his own investigation, perception and conscience. They 
can be shared with others but not saddled upon them, for 
they can be binding only to the degree and in the measure 
that they are personally grasped and comprehended" (W. 
Carl Ketcherside, "The Twisted Scriptures," [Missions 
Messenger],pp.l16-111). 

Ketcherside wrote that truth is what you think it is. If 
a person thinks from his study of the Bible that all sincere 
people of earth will be saved-Hindu, Jew, Moslem-the 
only condition is good faith-then the cross was a divine 
mistake. If truth is our think-so and our feel-like, then we 
have as many truths as we have people, since, as Foy 
Wallace once observed, everyone has a thinker and 
everyone has a feeler. If amemberofthe church studies the 
Bible and comes to the honest conclusion that it is hogwash 
and chooses to be an atheist, you must not, if Carl 
Ketcherside were right, rebuke or correct him but must 
honor his conclusions as equally valid with your own and 
accept him as a brother in Christ. A sincere disciple may 
come to the conclusion that everything we do in life is 
worship, as some teach. If he commits adultery, he is 
worshipping God in that wicked act. If not, why not? He 
is sincere. Do not reprove him. He may even start a church 
with adultery as one of the acts of worship. His think-so is 
just as good as yours. 

Question: DoestheBiblesubjectivelyteachthatBible 
truth is subjectively ascertained? 
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GOSPEL PREACHING, 
Is It Relevant Today? 

By J. A. McNutt 

Would it be permissible for an octogenarian to offer a 
few observations on the preaching of the 50's in contrast 
withpreachingtoday?ltissuggestedthatonlycontemporary
style preaching can give the gospel message to the 
intellectually oriented audience of today. Perhaps you 
should make a few allowances for any bias resulting from 
my age and my love for some great gospel preachers of my 
day. 

I cannot claim superior scholarship or eminence. You 
will not find my name listed among the noted preachers of 
yesteryear, but I have heard and associated with some great 
gospel preachers of my time. It was my privilege to sit at 
their feet, hear them declare the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. My heart often thrilled as I listened with rapt 
attention and heard them so eloquently and fervently 
preach the gospel with its saving power and its glorious 
promtses. 

I have listened in rapt attention as they sought to 
persuade men to repent of their sins and put on Christ in 
baptism. I have listened with tears in my eyes as they talked 
of the blood of the lamb and the cross of Calvary. We do 
not hear such moving invitations to obey God today. Ifl am 
prejudiced in favor of such preaching, so be it, but it is the 
kind of preaching I read in the New Testament. The 
preaching that they did could save the world if we would 
get back to preaching it again. The church was the fastest 
growing religious body in the south in their day. I hear 
reports that the church is no longer growing as it did back 
then. It makes you wonder why, doesn't it? 

HUMAN NATURE AND HUMAN NEEDS HAVEN'T 
CHANGED 

What the world needs today is the first century gospel. 
The church preached it in a former generation and should 
be preaching it now. In spite of charges by modernistic 
theologians that the Bible is inadequate to meet the needs 
of man in the 20th century, the basic needs of humanity 
havenotchangedsinceGoddroveAdamandEvefrom the 
garden. Man's greatest problem is still the sin problem. He 
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stillneedsaSaviourandhestillneedsGod'sbooktoguide 
him, because it is not in man to direct his footsteps along 
the pathway of life (Jer. 1 0:23). Humanism will tell you 
that man is his own saviour, that he doesn't need God or 
divine revelation to guide him. This teaching is a snare 
and delusion that causes man to rejecttheBible and vainly 
try to make his way in the world. 

For several years I have been hearing it said that 
preachers of my generation were cold, unkind, and 
unloving because they condemned errors and exposed 
false teachers. They say such preachers cannot talk to this 
intellectually oriented generation because we would be 
answering questions the world is not asking. 

Ifcontemporarypreacherscondemnedsin and pointed 
to Christ as the only hope of this world, they would hear 
some like the Philipp ian jailor asking the questio.J!, "What 
must I do to be saved?" Today's preaching doesn't 
prompt such questions. 

THE GOSPEL HAS NEVER CHANGED 

About25yearsago, whenMissionMagazineappeared, 
we began to be told that the older generation of preaching 
could not talk to the young, intellectual, sophisticated 
members of society. Doubts were expressed that the New 
Testament church could be restored. Eliminate the 
negative, accentuate the positive was the cry. Quitclaiming 
we were the only Christians and just profess to be 
Christians only. Be less exclusive, listen to others, and 
learn from what they (the Baptists and the Catholics) 
offer. 

Look at what this advice has gotten us in the last 25 
years: (1) Loss of strong doctrinal preaching and efforts 
to take the gospel to a lost world. (2) Emphasis on social 
and economic problems. (3) Compromise with 
denominational bodies (which failed to move them but 
weakened us) and ( 4) Accommodation to worldly· 
standards of conduct. Some churches have given up on 
gospel meetings. Where once the word was boldly 
proclaimed, wen ow have counseling sessions designed to 



build our self-esteem, while thousands die without ever 
hearing a gospel sermon. We turn our efforts inward and 
fail to reach the lost. 

ThewordofGodisrelevanttotheneedsofmaninany 
age or in any culture. An all-powerful, all-wise (loving) 
God can formulate a plan adequate to meet the needs of 
man through all the years! 

WHAT IF THE CHURCH CEASES TO BE 

DISTINCTIVE? 

I try not to be pessimistic, but I fear we are in danger 
of ceasing to be a distinctive body. Brother Cled Wallace 
said fifty years ago, "You couldn't find a modernist in the 
church of Christ with a fine tooth comb." Today you can 
pile them in with a hay-fork. 

Eldred Stevens, in a lecture delivered in 1978, said, 
"Brethren, as we face the last of the 20th century, let us as 
never before teach and preach the gospel. Our distinctive 
feature is a determination to speak where the Bible speaks 
and be silent where it is silent. We have never been the least 

inclined to weigh our preaching on the scales of 
contemporary theology, but to ask, is it true to the Bible? 
That is what has made our preaching powerful and our 
plea appealing." 

Brethren, if we lose our distinctive plea; we lose our 
right to exist. Please don't misunderstand me, brethren; I 
don 'tthink that all faithful preachers died25 years ago; nor 
do I believe that the preachers of my generation were 
perfect. Neither are the preachers of today. We still have 
some faithful gospel preachers who have not bowed their 
knees to Baal or surrendered to the world and Satan. 

Please don't shoot down the preaching of men, now 
dead, who fought the battles and established the churches 
where you occupy the pulpit in a comfortable building. 
They were not perfect, but many preached the truth in love, 
sometimes with very little financial support. They loved 
God and were interested in the salvation of souls. You 
must give account to God (Rom. 14:12) 
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BIBLICAL WITNESSING 
ByW. G. Haberman 

"But God raised him from the dead: And he was seen 
many days of them which came up with him from 
Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people" (Acts 
13:30-31). 

The modem idea of witnessing is the principal tool for 
denominational evangelism. There is apparent success in 
this method-groups that witness increase in number. The 
question is, should we join them in witnessing? 

I heard an elder advocate doing just that. He argued 
that he saw some good in it, and we are narrow not to use 
something that works just because it comes from the 
denominations. There are several problems with his 
argument. 

First, it presupposes that the end justifies the means. 
This is the idea in situation ethics. In the Christian system 
the end cannot be separated from the means. "Under Jesus 
only" by right means "Can we have aright result?" "And 
why not (as we are slanderously reported, and as some 
affirm that we say), let us do evil, that good may come? 
whose condemnation is just" (Rom. 3:8). 

Second, it points a person away from the scriptures' 
power to make "the man of God complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). The 
gospel is the power of God to save the lost (Rom. 1: 16). 
The idea in denominational type witnessing is to relate and 
explain personal experiences. It is not an attempt to 
examine and explain God's word. (Where does the Bible 
tell us to explain our human experiences?) In witnessing, 
man's word functions on a practical level above God's 
word. 

That hardly sounds like Paul's writing: "And for this 
cause we also thank God without ceasing, that, when ye 
received from us the word of the message, even the word 
of God, ye accepted it not as the word of men, but, as it is 
in truth, the word of God, which also worketh in you that 
believe" (1 Thess. 2: 13). 

Third, it often results in perverting the gospel. It 
misdirects and uses a biblical term in an unbiblical manner. 
Peter said of the writings of Paul, ''Wherein are some 
things hard to be understood, which the ignorant and 
unstedfast wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto 
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their own destruction" (2 Peter 3: 16). 
Witnessing in the biblical sense applies primarily to 

the apostles (Acts 13:30-31). They saw Jesus before his 
death and after his resurrection. This qualified them as 
witnesses to the resurrection. They were eye-witnesses. 
Hearsay is not acceptable testimony in a court of law. 

The Bible also refers to the Law and prophets as 
witnesses. "But now apart from the law a righteousness of 
God hath been manifested, being witnessed by the law and 
the prophets" (Rom. 3:21). What they (the Mosaic law 
and prophets) foretold specifically was fulfilled. So, when 
thefaithfulwitness(Jesus)came,theOldLawandprophets 
provided evidence that His witness was true (Rev. 1 :5; 
3:14). 

Paul was to be "a witness for Him (Jesus) unto all men 
of what thou hast seen and heard" (Acts 22: 15). Jesus 
chose him "out of due season" (1 Cor. 15:8). Paul 
explains his call was last of all-last in time and none 
following. Jesus no longer makes personal appearances. 
No one today can claim such a call to witness as Paul 
received. 

The argument is that good happens in witnessing, 
using the word good as if it had some intrinsic substance. 
What is good? We are told to witness because it is good
or good is seen in it. 

The logician calls this usage of an abstract term the 
hypostatization fallacy (S. Morris Engel, With Good 
Reason [N.Y.: St. Martin's Press, 1982] p. 87). This 
fallacy happens when the arguer uses the abstract term 
"good" as a concrete term. We are advised to do 
denominational witnessing because of "good." In this 
statement the word good is an undefined ideal. The 
argument says witnessing equals some good. What good? 

We cannot understand good independent of God 
(Matt. 19:16-17). The alleged good rests solely on the 
arguer's evaluation of good. He makes this evaluation 
without regard to God's say-so. The man, in his fallible, 
human judgment sees good. The issue is, Where does God 
call it good? Also the "good" of the argument is in the end 
and not the process. The argument says the results are 
good-not the means. The argument then jumps from the 



end appearing to be good to making the process good. This 
would be like a runner seeing "good" in crossing the 
finish line first. He reasons that taking an off-course 
shortcut is good because it enables him to finish first, but 
taking the shortcut disqualifies him. The supposed good of 
the end extends no real good to the process. 

Paul said in 2 Timothy 2:5, "And if a man also strive 
for masteries yet is he not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully." Getting to the goal is worthless if the process 
short circuits God's rules. I remember watching a 
steeplechase in which the rider fell off the horse. The horse 
finished first and lost because the rules say both rider and 
horse must cross the goal. Success comes in crossing the 
goal lawfully. 

"Good" sounds good, so who can reject it? This is a 
very thin but powerful logical fallacy. The question is not, 
doesitsoundgood?Thequestionis, is it really good? Until 
one defines the abstraction, there is no good, only an 
idealistic abstract term. 

PRAGMATIC PROBLEM 

The authority for introducing denominational 
witnessing clings not to the word of God, which is the 
effectual work (I Thess. 2:I3). The authority of the 
argument comes from "it works, and if it works, do it." 
This argument submits pragmatic authority in the place of 
biblical authority. Thismakeshumanopinionthejudgeof 
success. A man judges that denominational witnessing 
works, so his judgment justifies it. 

The biblical process says plant and water and let the 
chips fall where they will. "I planted, Apollos watered; 
but God gave the increase" (I Cor. 3:6). 

Biblical witnessing involves seeing the Lord before 
His death and after His resurrection. Also, the Lord chose 
His witnesses. "And we are witnesses of all things which 
he did both in the country of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 
whom also they slew, hanging him on a tree. Him God 
raised up the third day, and gave him to be made manifest, 
not to all the people, but unto witnesses that were chosen 
before of God, even to us, who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. And he charged us to preach unto 
the people, and to testify that this is he who is ordained of 
God to be the Judge of the living and the dead" (Acts 
I 0:39-42). Theirtestimonywas not second-hand tradition. 
No one today qualifies for apostolic witnessing. 

The denominational idea of witnessing is not biblical 
witnessing. It is telling stories of personal experience. It 
goes like this: "I was bad (or things were going bad). I 
asked Jesus into my life. Things are better. You should do 
therefore as I did, and things will be better for you." Some 
may embellish the witnessing, but that outlines the 
argument. 

The unbiblical practice follows, of course, no biblical 
pattern. Matthew 28:18-20 tell us to teach all nations the 
gospel story, not the rendering of some tear-jerking 
individual tragedy. The point here is not whether the story 
of a particular witness is true or false, but questions if the 
Bible allows that procedure for evangelism. 

Jesus describes the instructing procedure as preaching 
the gospel (Mark 16:15). Preaching the gospel does not 
include giving an interpretation of an event in the life of 
some uninspired person. It involves "teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you" 
(Matt. 28:20). It is the gospel that is to be taught. 

When one views evangelization as witnessing, he 
holds to an immature idea of soul winning. "So belief 
cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" 
(Rom. 10: 17). Saving faith does not come by hearing a 
recital of some personal experience. That is not narrow 
mindedness; it is open mindedness to the Bible. 

PROBLEMS PRESENTED 

Besides its unbiblical nature, denominational 
witnessing causes many problems. It places emphasis on 
the messenger instead of the message. Disciples are to 
preach Jesus (Acts. 8: 12). "For we preach not ourselves, 
but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus' sake"(2Cor.4:5). Thatexcludespreachingourselves 
changed or improved. "Witnessing" takes eyes off Christ 
and his church and invites the hearer to look at the speaker 
and frail opinions. It attacks or degrades the word of God. 
The Bible is alone capable of making and maturing 
disciples (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3). Denominational 
witnessing implies, "It is important for me to tell my 
experience. This is what is necessary-notthepreachingof 
God's word." The living word of eternal God becomes 
subjugated and secondary to personal experience. 

Denominational witnessing makes the process of 
salvation sacramental. Sacramentalism is the belief that 
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sacraments are "inherently efficacious and necessary for 
salvation" (Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary). 
Read closely not to misunderstand. Salvation includes a 
necessary process, but the acts or rituals of that process 
have no inherent effectiveness. For example, I can not 
baptize a person at gun point and consider the baptism to 
be an effective ceremony. 

Denominational witnessing opens the speaker to 
impeachment. Normally it is a fallacy to attack the arguer 
instead of the issue. One exception is this: If the argument 
presented depends solely on the veracity of the speaker, the 
speaker becomes fair game. For example, if a court 
witness is a felon, legitimate doubt attaches to his tes
timony. If the argument stands squarely on the word of 
God, the door closes to impeachment of the teacher, 
making the word the issue, not the speaker. The question 
becomes "IstheBibletrue?" aproperstudywithprofitable 
results. 

Denominational witnessing disregards reason. Often 
the witness' story attempts to win by emotional appeal and 
not reason. Relating a personal experience and asserting 
Goddidsomethingdoesnotmakeitso and proves nothing. 
"Sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready 
always to give answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet with 
meekness and fear" ( 1 Pet. 3: 15). 
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Espionage, 
Camouflage, 

and 
Sabotage 

By Guss Eoff 

The handmaidens of espionage are camouflage and 
sabotage. Espionage is "spying." Camouflage is 
"disguise." Sabotage is "malicious destruction." 

The mother of battles is the fight between right and 
wrong. All other wars are like minor street fights in 
comparison to this battle. It started in Eden and was fully 
declared at Calvary. While the world stands, it will 
continue and involves all peoples of earth. 

The deceitful devil destroys by devices. He is not 
above espionage. His agents are false prophets teaching 
false doctrine. Jeremiah, speaking for Jehovah, said, "the 
prophets prophesy lies in my name; I sentthem not, neither 
have I commanded them, neither spake I unto them, they 
prophesy unto you a lying vision, and divination, and a 
thing of nought, and the deceit of their own heart" (Jer. 
14:14). 

Jesus warns against false teachers: "Beware of false 
prophets who come to you in sheep' sclothing, but inwardly 
are ravening wolves" (Matt. 7:15). Again, "For there 
shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and shall show 
great signs and wonders so as to lead astray, if possible, 
even the elect" (Matt. 24:24). 

False prophets come among us and often from within 
us. Peter tells of espionage: "But there arose false 
prophets also among the people, as among you also there 
shall be false teachers, who shall privily bring in destructive 
heresies, denying even the Master that bought them, 
bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many 
shall follow their lascivious doings; by reason of whom the 
way of the truth shall be evil spoken of" (2 Pet. 2:1-2). 
John warned, "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 



prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1 ). 

Paul said, "I know that after my departing grievous 
wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the flock; and 
from among your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them" 
(Acts 20:29-30). 

Our ancient enemy is successful becauseofcamouflage. 
Jesus said, "Beware of false prophets, who come to you 
in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves" 
(Matt. 7: 15). "It shall come to pass in that day, that the 
prophets shall be ashamed every one ofhis vision, when 
he prophesieth; neither shall they wear a hairy mantle to 
deceive" (Zech. I3:4). 

Satan camouflages his espionage agents: "For such 
men are false apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning 
themselves into apostles of Christ, and no marvel; for even 
Satan fashionethhimselfinto an angel oflight. It is no great 
thing therefore ifhis ministers also fashion themselves as 
ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according 
to their works" (2 Cor. I1: I3-I5). 

The camouflaged espionage agents of Satan work to 
sabotage. False teachers destroy precious souls. Paul 
warned the church at Galatia, "I marvel that ye are so 
quickly removing from him that called you in the grace of 
Christ unto a different gospel; which is not another gospel 
only there are some that trouble you, and would pervert the 
gospel of Christ" (Gal. I :6-7). 

Lying wonders damn the unsuspecting (2 Thess. 2:9-
12). Paul said to Elymas, "0 full of all guile and all 
villainy, thou son of the devil, thou enemy of all 
righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord?" (Acts I3 :9-I 0). The camouflaged espionage 
agents of the devil sabotage the body of Christ. Espionage 
agents of Satan must be exposed. "Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them thatarecausingdivisions and occasions 
of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: 
and tum away from them. For they are such as serve not 
our Lord Christ, but their own belly; and by their smooth 
and fair speech they beguile the hearts of the innocent" 
(Rom.16:I7-I8). 

Elders must protect against espionage (Acts 20:28-
30). Consider Paul's words in Titus I: I O-I4: "For there 
are many unruly men, vain talkers and deceivers, specially 

they of the circumcision, whose mouths must be stopped; 
men who overthrow whole houses, teaching things which 
they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. One of themselves, 
a prophet of their own, said, Cretans are always liars, evil 
beasts, idle gluttons. This testimony is true. For which 
cause reprove them shatply, that they may be sound in the 
faith, not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments 
of men who tum away from the truth." 

Godhelpustoseethatinmanyplacesthechurchistom 
asunder by enemies. The espionageofSatan works because 
it is camouflaged. The pUtpose is to sabotage. 
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It Does Not Matter 
By Tommy J. Hicks 

Do you believe people in all churches will be saved? 
If so, you believe (1) It does notmatterwhatonepreaches; 
(2) It does not matter what one believes; (3) It does not 
matter what one practices. 

Does WhatlsPreachedMatter? 

Preachers in different churches claim God has called 
them to preach. Does God call preachers to teach different 
doctrines? "God is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, as in all the churches of the saints" (1 Cor. 14:33). 

Does God call one preacher to say baptism is immersion 
and call another to preach that baptism is sprinkling? Since 
baptism cannot be sprinkling and immersion, one of these 
doctrines has to be untrue (a lie). God cannot lie (He b. 
6:18); therefore it is impossible for God to call one 
preacher to say baptism is immersion and call another to 
teach sprinkling is baptism. 

God's call to preach is the great commission. Jesus 
said, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations .... teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you" (Matt. 28:19-20). It mattered if the people believed 
and observed all the things Christ commanded. Jesus said, 
"he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mk. 16: 15-16). 
One must believe and obey the gospel of Christ or be lost 
(1 Pet. 4: 17; 2 Thess. 1 :6-9). 

If what we preach does not matter, why did Paul warn, 
"some .... pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or 
an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed As we said before, so say I now again, If any man 
preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1 :6-9)? 

Since the faith is "once for all delivered" (Jude 1 :3), 
and since any gospel except for that delivered in the first 
century is soul-damning and perverted, it does matter 
what we preach. Paul commanded Timothy, "Take heed 
unto thyself, and unto thy doctrine; continue in them: for 
in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that 
hear thee" (1 Tim. 4: 16). 
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Paul emphatically commanded, "I charge thee 
therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with alllongsuffering and 
doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall 
tum away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto 
fables" (2 Tim. 4: 1-2). If it did not matter what Timothy 
preached, why did Paul write these things? 

"If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of 
God" (1 Pet. 4:11 ). A preacher is to teach "all the counsel 
of God" (Acts 20:27). He is "not to go beyond that which 
is written" (1 Cor. 4:6). 

Jesus said, "Ifye continue in my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free" (John 8:31-32). We must preach the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, because 
"The word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
(you) in the last day" (Jno. 12:48). 

If a preacher says you do not have to believe what he 
preaches to be saved, "LOOK OUT!"He is not preaching 
the unperverted gospel of Jesus Christ (Mk. 16: 15-16). 

Does What Is Believed Matter? 

Just because a preacher quotes scripture, it does not 
mean he is a gospel preacher. The Devil quotes scripture 
(Matt. 4:6). We can wrest the scripture to our destruction 
(2 Pet 3: 16). Some teach "for doctrines the commandments 
of men" (Matt. 15:9). Paul wrote, "some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines 
ofdevils"{l Tim.4:1-2).Itdoesmatterwhatyoubelieve! 

False doctrine cannot save. Lies cannot save. Only the 
truth can save you (Rom. 1: 16). Put all preaching to the 
Bible test: ''These .... received the word with all readiness 
of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so" (Acts 17: 11 ). "Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 



because many false prophets are gone out into the world" 
(1 Jno. 4: 1 ). "But there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, 
who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious 
ways" (2 Pet. 2: 1-2). These warnings prove it does matter 
what you believe. 

Eve believed Satan's lie. Look at the consequences. 
Sin entered the world. Eve died spiritually, being separated 
from God by her transgression. For Eve, and all sinners, 
to be reconciled to God, the death of Christ was necessary. 

It did not matter ifEve was honest and sincere, or that 
she was a victim of deceit. Eve heard, believed, and obeyed 
a lie, and she died spiritually. God's perfect creation was 
ruined. What Eve believed made a difference! 

A good person may honestly follow a way that leads 
to the destruction of his soul. "There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death" (Prov. 14:12). Proverbs 28:26 says, "He that 
trustethinhisownheartisafool." A subjective evaluation 
of truth and error, right and wrong, does not determine 
saving truth. Jeremiah I 0:23 explains, "the way of man is 
not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps" (Jer. I 0:23). 

Paul spoke ofhonest, devout, sincere, religious people 
who ignorantly thoughtthey were faithfully serving God. 
"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel 
is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record that 
they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God" 
(Rom. 10:1-3). What was true then is true now. To be 
saved, one must believe the truth and obey it. 

Does What Is Practiced Matter? 

Religious practice matters! It always has. It mattered 
to God what and how Cain and Abel sacrificed to Him 
(Heb. 11:4). It mattered to God that Nadab and Abihu 
offered "strange fire" (Lev. I 0: 1-2). It mattered to God 
that Moses struck the rock (Num. 20:7-13). God was 
displeased with Cain's sacrifice; God sent out a fire from 
heaven that devoured Nadab andAbihu; God did not allow 
Moses to enter the Promised Land. "Whether therefore ye 

eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God" (I Cor. 10:31). This does not permit us to do 
anything just because we think it will be to the glory of 
God. "And whatsoeverye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus" (Col. 3:17). We must have 
authority from the Lord for everything we preach and 
practice. 

"Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves .... But who so looketh into the 
perfect law ofliberty, and continueth therein, he being not 
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be 
blessed in his deed" (James I :23-25). 

Anyone who transgresses the doctrine of Christ in 
preaching or practice does not have God. "Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, 
hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he 
hath both the Father and the Son" (2 John 1 :9). 

We Can Know the Truth 

Some say we cannot know truth. "Jesus therefore said 
to those Jews that had believed him, If ye abide in my word, 
then are ye truly my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31-32). Jesus, 
being God, cannot lie (Heb. 6: 18). He said, "If any man 
willeth to do his will he shall know the doctrine, whether 
it be of God, or whether I speak of myself' (John 7: 17). 
One can know the truth and know that he knows it. 

The apostle John said, "He that saith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him. But who so keepeth his word, in him verily is 
the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in 
him" (1 Jno. 2:4). B d C'L h ,rc·L · t roa way ,urc o1 ,rzs 
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(Following is a copy of a newspaper article sent to us by Joe W. McDonald of Oklahoma City.) 

REP. SULLIVAN REJECTS GAY 
PARADE INVITATION 

Representative Leonard E. Sullivan, R-OKC, has 
rejectedarequesttoendorselntemational Gay and Lesbian 
Pride Week. 

Sullivan, in a return letter to the Oklahoma City based 
PrideNetworklnc.,alsodeclinedanoffertoparticipatein 
a gay and lesbian parade on June 23 in Oklahoma City. 
Sullivan, District 82 member of the State House of 
Representatives, wrote: "I cannot endorse 'gay and lesbian 
pride week,"' and "I would no sooner support 'gay week' 
than 'pedophile week,' 'kleptomania week' or 'pyromania 
week.111 

The following is the text of Sullivan's letter to Jerry 
WestandChristopherS. Clason, co-chainnanofOklahoma 
City's Pride Network, Inc.: 

Attention: Jerry West and Christopher S. Clason Co
Chair. I cannot endorse "gay and lesbian pride week" for 
the following reasons: 

We must look to the Bible for direction on moral 
issues, and in most cases we can look to the Bible for 
direction on most other activities in our lives. I would 
appreciate your circulating my letter to your mailing list. 
This letter is not intended to express any hatred toward 
homosexuals. Christ and God speak to us through the 
Bible and the following verses reflect Their thoughts: 

Leviticus 18:22. You shall not lie with a male as one 
lies with a female; it is an abomination. (You should also 
read verse 23.) 

Leviticus 20: 13. If there is a man who lies with a male 
as those lie with a woman, both of them have committed 
a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death. Their 
blood guiltiness is upon them (AIDS). 

Deuteronomy 23: 18. You shall not bring the hire of a 
harlot or the wages of a dog (male prostitution) into the 
house of the Lord your God for any votive offering, for 
both of these are an abomination to the Lord your God. 

Romans I :26-27. For this reason God gave them over 
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to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the 
natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the 
same way also the men abandoned the natural function of 
the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, 
men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in 
their own persons the due penalty of their error. 

I Corinthians 6:9-10. Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, 
nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

Hopefully, you can understand why I can't support 
"gay week." You people need help, not a condoning 
public. I would no sooner support "gay week" than 
"pedophile week," "kleptomania week" or "pyromania 
week." 

Please accept this letter in love and concern for your 
souls. I would be pleased to counsel with any of your 
coalition who would like to have help. 

Sincerely yours, 
Leonard E. Sullivan 

Oklahoma State Representative 

(Editor's Note: We applaud brother Sullivan, and 
devoutly wish that all those in high place would oppose the 
bane ofhomosexuality. The Bible teaches homosexuality 
is sin! Remember Anita Bryant and Florida orange juice? 
The decent people of our land made no serious objection 
to her banishment and therefore contributed to the spread 
of AIDS. Homosexuals have great power in America and 
will destroy those who oppose them. They hold high 
positions in government, in the judiciary, and in every 
media of public thought. Maybe Oklahoma will be the 
exception. /hope so-Dobbs.) 



Bible School Series 

These Bible-centered and educational graded Bible school lessons utilize well-organized 
teachers' manuals and student books. 

Pre-School Ages 4 an,d 5 
The over-all aim of these lessons for the four- and five-year-old is to show God as creator of everything, provider of all our needs and 
develop unselfislmess and obedience in the child. 

Age4 
THE BEGINNING OF ALL THlNGS- Year 1, Book 1 

OUR HOMES AND OUR FRIENDS- Year 1, Book 2 

HAPPY HELPERS- Year 1, Book 3 

BEING KIND AND THANKFUL- Year 1, Book 4 

Primary Grades 1, 2, 3 
Grade 1 
These lessons help the child to develop a deeper love for God 
while teaching proper attitudes of kindness, love and honesty. 

SOME EARLY BIBLE LESSONS -Year I, Book I 

LESSONS ABOUT JOSEPH- Year 1, Book 2 

LESSONS ABOUT MOSES - Year 1, Book 3 

TIMES OF JUDGES AND KINGS- Year 1, Book 4 

Grade 2 
Stories of the kings and divided kingdom teach valuable lessons 
about God's love and care of His children. Examples from the lives 
of great prophets teach the child to appreciate the spiritual influ
ence of church leaders. The lessons in the last quarter begin a series 
on the li fe of Christ and establish the deity of Christ firmly in the 
mind of the child. 

A WISE KING AND OTHER STORIES -Year 2, Book 1 

LAST DAYS OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH - Year 2, Book 2 

STORIES FROM THE EXILE -Year 2, Book 3 

THE EARLY LIFE OF CHRIST -Year 2, Book 4 

Grade 3 
Stories from the life of Christ and His mighty teachings present a 
clear picture of Christ's great mental, spiritual and physical 
strength to the child. Closing events in the li fe of our Lord are 
studied, as well as the beginning of the church. The child learns 
the importance of Jesus ' sacrifice and learns he has the joy of 
sharing the good news with others as Paul and the early Christians 
did. 

THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST- Year 3, Book 1 

CLOSING EVENTS OF CHRIST'S LIFE- Year 3, Book 2 
STORIES FROM ACTS OF APOSTLES- Year 3, Book 3 

PAUL'S LIFE AND OTHER N.T. LESSONS - Year 3, 
Book4 

AgeS 
BIBLE HOME -Year 2, Book 1 

BIBLE HELPERS -Year 2, Book 2 

BIBLE FRIENDS - Year 2, Book 3 

BIBLE HEROES -Year 2, Book 4 

Junior Grades 4, 5, 6 
Grade 4 
This quarter begins by showing God's power in creation and looks 
into the lives of Bible characters like Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham 
and others. The first signs of God raising up a nation that differed 
from all other nations are studied. The stories of Joseph and God's 
deliverance of the Israelites complete this quarter of study. 

THE CREATION TO ABRAHAM- Year 1, Book 1 

ABRAHAM TO JOSEPH- Year 1, Book 2 

JOSEPH TO MOSES- Year 1, Book 3 

IN THEDA YS OF MOSES- Year 1, Book 4 

Grade 5 
The conquest of Canaan to the end of the Israelite nation is covered 
in this study. Juniors learn of the high cost ofrebellion against God 
and the importance of selecting friends who wi ll help them obey 
God. 

TIME OF JOSHUA AND THE JUDGES -Year 2, Book 1 

IN THEDA YS OF SAMUEL THE JUDGE- Year 2, 
Book2 

SOLOMON, JEROBOAM AND ELIJAH- Year 2, Book 3 

END OF ISRAEL AND DAYS OF DANIEL -Year 2, 
Book4 

Grade 6 
This concentrated study of the life of Christ will strengthen the 
student's faith and encourage him to put Christ first, regardless of 
the sacrifice it may entail. 

GREAT MOMENTS IN THE LIFE OF JESUS- Year 3, 
Book 1 

MIRACLES OF JESUS - Year 3, Book 2 

LAST DAYS OF JESUS ON EARTH -Year 3, Book 3 

HEROIC CHRISTIANS -Year 3, Book 4 



Intermediate Grades 7, 8, 9 
Grade 7 
This thorough study of the book of Acts teaches the basic elements 
of Christianity. The lessons are designed to help the student make 
application of Christian principles in his own life. 

STUDIES IN ACTS OF APOSTLES- Year 1, Book 1 

STUDIES IN ACTS, CHAPTERS 8-15 Year 1, 
Book2 

STUDIES IN ACTS, CHAPTERS 15-21 - Year 1, 
Book3 

STUDIES IN ACTS, CHAPTERS 2 1-28- Year 1, Book 4 

Grade 8 
This series of studies on the letters of Paul are valuable to the 
intermediate student. Christian principles are learned which will 
guide the student in his everyday life as well as help him choose 
a vocation pleasing to God. 

LESSONS FROM ROMANS -Year 2, Book 1 

LESSONS FROM 1 CORINTHIANS -Year 2, Book 2 

LESSONS FROM 2 CORINTHIANS AND GALATIANS -
Year 2, Book 3 

LESSONS FROM EPHESIANS THROUGH 
2 THESSALONIANS -Year 2, Book 4 
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The intermediate finishes a study of the New Testament with a 
deeper look at Christian principles. The differences in the Old and 
New Covenants will be seen as well as a study of Revelation on 
their academic level. 

LESSONS FROM TIMOTHY, TITUS AND PHILEMON
Year 3, Book 1 

LESSONS FROM HEBREWS -Year 3, Book 2 

LESSONS FROM JAMES THROUGH JUDE- Year 3, 
Book3 

LESSONS FROM REVELATION - Year 3, Book 4 
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This series of lessons gives the senior a real foundation for 
accepting the inspiration of the scriptures. The student will find 
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GOD AND HIS WORD- Year 1, Book l 

GOD'S PLAN: PROPHETS AND CHURCH- Year 1, 
Book2 

WORSHIP; WORK; PROBLEMS OF YOUNG PEOPLE -
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CHRISTIAN GROWTH AND BIBLE EXAMPLES- Year 1, 
Book4 

Grade 11 
Christ, as the center of the senior's life, will be the theme of this 
year's work. A study of the early church with discussions of 
Christian principles and conduct will help the student in his growth 
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CHRIST IN THE GOSPEL ACCOUNTS - Year 2, Book 1 

PRELIMINARY STUDY OF THE CHURCH- Year 2, 
Book2 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES - Year 2, 
Book3 

PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN LIVING -Year 2, Book 4 

Grade 12 
The ~· •nior will gain many practical lessons from this study of the 
Law and Prophets. Concluding this year with a study of the minor 
prophets, the student will be moved by the courage and zeal of the 
Old Testament characters. 

STUDIES IN THE PENTATEUCH- Year 3, Book l 

JOSHUA TO THE TIME OF THE EXILE -Year 3, Book 2 

LESSONS FROM THE MAJOR PROPHETS -Year 3, 
Book3 

LESSONS FROM THE MINOR PROPHETS -Year 3, 
Book4 
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J<NIGH'"f ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Reachit1g tl1e World with the Men and the Message 
The men of ..• 

Memphis School of Preaching 
Where will I get the best preparation 
for preaching? What characterizes a 
good school of preaching? 

The message of ... 

• Bible-centered curriculum 
giving a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures 
with 54 courses and 2,760 clock hours of study 

• Balanced, experienced faculty 
with more than 200 years combined experience 
in U.S. and foreign evangelism 

• Breadth of study 
foreign mission training, practicum work through 
stateside and foreign campaigns, training in 
personal and media evangelism 

• Beautiful, functional facility 
extensive library, training studio for radio and 
television evangelism, and spacious, 
well-equipped classrooms 

• Benefits 
tuition-free 2-year program, V.A. benefits, 
and limited scholarships 

We have the answers for you. 

Soulld Words Media 
1 minute daily and 15 minute weekly 
radio programs, now reaching: 

• NORTH & SOUTH AMERICA 
• TilE CARIBBEAN 
• EUROPE 
• AFRICA 
• ASIA & TilE PACIFIC 

30 minute TV programs available 
for use in your area 

video classes in various Bible 
subjects for congregational or 
individual use 

''Spreading Sound Words to the World '' 

For MSOP application or for further information, call or write Curtis Cates. Director, Memphis School of Preaching. 
For information concerning Sound Words Media, call or write Jim Dearman, speaker for Sound Words Media. 

Address for both is: 4400 Knight Arnold Road, Memphis, Tennessee 38118. Phone: (901) 362-5139. 
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GUARDIAN ANGELS 
By Guy N. Woods 

A guardian angel-each his own? So some believe. 
Intriguing thought it truly is. Assured in our minds that 
therehoversinvisiblynearaheavenlymessengerconstantly 
watchful of our interests and evermore attentive to our 
welfare; providing us with continual care through nights 
of darkness and days of trial; ceaselessly shielding us from 
every dangerous disease and life-threatening contagion; 
promising us certain and unfailing protection from pain 
and injury in traffic crashes and guaranteeing friendly 
skies out of which no airliner on which we, as Christians, 
fly will ever fall is surely the ultimate and highest possible 
assurance. 

But, alas, despite the theory's hoary age, the number 
ofpeoplewhoholditandtherespectablenamesofscholars 
who may be advanced to support it, it fails both scriptural 
and pragmatic tests. No theory is true, however dear it may 
be to the hearts ofthosewho propose it, which clearly and 
palpably conflicts with known, certain and undeniable 
experiences of those involved. 

The most faithful Christians of earth often suffer 
through interminable days of pain and lonely sleepless 
nights of agonizing weariness and sorrow; not infrequently 
some of the Lord's finest people, en route to worship God 
or on a mission to perform Christian service in His name, 
die in rending crashes of automobiles on deadly highways 
or dangerous streets. 

We must in candor ask, "Where were their guardian 
angels when these sad experiences occurred?" Essential to 
the functions of a guardian is protection of the ward to him 
assigned. From what does the guardian angel, if such there 
be, protect? Not temptation, not suffering, not agony, not 
pain, not sorrow, not death. Any view in conflict with 
known and demonstrable facts cannot be true. 

It should be noted, first of all, that the scriptures no
where assert the existence and action of a guardian angel 
for each disciple of the Lord. Such passages as are 
confidently believed by some to do so (each will be 
hereinafter noted), though such verses are often cited to 
sustain the theory, when fairly examined and properly 
regarded, do not support it. Angels did indeed in ancient 
days directly influence people, but these instances were 
within a period when miraculous measures, in the absence 
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of a written record, were necessary. An angel appeared to 
Cornelius in Caesarea and to Philip in Samaria, but these 
weredivineinterventionsandnottodaypossibleinheaven' s 
current scheme of things. 

When Peter was released from prison under such 
strange and marvelous circumstances as are detailed in 
Acts by Luke, and appeared at the gate of the house where 
the disciples were assembled in a prayer meeting, the 
excited and breathless report of the maid of the apostle's 
appearance at the entrance prompted the remark that it 
must be Peter's "angel" (Acts 12: 15). Certain they were 
that he did not escape death at the hands of the murderous 
Herod; they simply understood that his spirit, separated 
from his body, had come to them. There is nothing in this 
passage or its context supporting the idea of a guardian 
angel; indeed, it controverts the theory in the fact that those 
thus assembled would have been unable to harmonize this 
view with the supposition that Peter had unjustly died at 
the hands ofhis persecutor. Before Peter's appearance, the 
assembled saints neither believed nor expected that a 
"guardian angel" would intervene! 

But did not our Lord say, "See that ye despjse not one 
of these little ones: for I say unto you, that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father who is in 
heaven"(Matt.18:10)? (l)Letitbenotedthatthepassage 
positions the angels thus referred to in heaven-not on 
earth with their respective charges. (2) There, they ever 
appear, beholding the face of the Father, perhaps in an 
allusion to the Oriental custom of allowing the highly 
favored into the king's presence. (3) The plural form 
indicates that all such angels serve for all of God's people 
in ministering to "the heirs of salvation" (He b. 1: 14 ). An 
instance of this immediately follows in Heb. 2, in an 
allusion to participation of these heavenly messengers in 
the divine ministration. 

The Psalmist asserted that "the angel of Jehovah 
encampethroundaboutthem that fear him, and delivereth 
them" (Psalms 34:7). The "angel of Jehovah" is Christ 
Jesus our Saviour-not a created angel; and the reference 
here is to ultimate deliverance from the penalty, the power 
and the presence of sin, not present affliction or earthly 
trial. The context corroborates this conclusion in these 



words: "Jehovah is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart, and saveth such as are of a contrite spirit. Many are 
theatllictionsoftherighteous: butJehovahdeliverethhim 
outofthemall"(Verses 18,19). Thedoctrineof"guardian 
angels" as currently taught involves many of the same 
errorsandmisconceptionsofthetheorynowpopular, with 
some among us of a direct, immediate and independent 
operation oftheHoly Spirit-apart from the Word of truth. 

It supports, indeed argues, the premise that there is 
personal, independent direction from God, exercised upon 
his people today through mediums other than the inspired, 
infallible andall-sufficientwordofGod. Common to both 
views is the theory that there is implantation of thoughts, 
impressions and leading upon the heart, bypassing all 
revealed religion, and that this motivation is achieved by 
directimpactofheavenly beings-in thecaseofthetheory 
under review, by angels, and in the other, by direct and 
immediate introduction of influences into the heart by the 

Holy Spirit. These views, both false, originated in de
nominational theology-notthe Bible. 

Moreover, the concept of guardian angels is 
incompatible with the clear and unmistakable teaching of 
the scriptures touching free agency. Is it thought that the 
influence of the angel is irresistible? If so, the angel-not 
the individual-becomes responsible for all actions ofhis 
ward. If the influence exercised is not irresistible, by what 
standard is the angel's guidance to be measured? By the 
scriptures? Then why may not appeal alone be made to 
their teaching in determining life's proper courses? There 
are many great and formidable difficulties issuing from 
teaching often done these days regarding "guardian 
angels." Views regarding this matter, or any other, in 
conflict with both reason and revelation ought to be 
avoided. Box 150 

Nashville, TN 3 7202 
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Are You on the Highway to Heaven? 
By Terry M. Hightower 

I should have known that it could happen any time, 
but it is hard to part with someone with whom you grew 
up. I had gotten a little uneasy when Dan Blocker (Hoss 
of the famous Bonanza TV series which ran from 1959 
to 1973) died. Then Lome Greene (Pa on Bonanza) 
passed away-no more dog food commercials either. 
Only Pernell Roberts (Adam) remains now. (I wonder if 
he imagines that he will live forever and ifhe has made 
any real spiritual preparation in view of the others 
preceding him.) Many of my old friends have passed 
from this life into that Life Beyond: Jackie Gleason, 
Desi Amaz, Lucille Ball, Gunsmoke's Miss Kitty 
(Amanda Blake), and now my good buddy Little Joe 
Cartwright (actor Michael Landon) is dead-dead at 54 
years of age! Elvis' demise should have prepared me! 

Despite having Hebrews 9:27 "spelling the situa
tion out" for me, "And inasmuch as it is appointed unto 
men once to die, and after this cometh judgment," death 
is usually the last thing we want to talk about. It makes 
us feel uncomfortable, awkward. We recoil when some
one brings the subject up, as if a flaming torch were 
shoved in our faces. 

One of the reasons we fear death is that, in spite of 
all our medical achievements, we haven't been able to 

conquer it. Not even Michael Landon's millions could 
stop it. 

The hearse began its grievous journey many thou
sand years ago as a litter made of saplings. 

Litter, sled, wagon, Cadillac--the conveyance has 
changed, but the corpse it carries is the same. Birth and 
death enclose man in a sort of parentheses of the present. 
And the brackets at the beginning and end oflife are still 
impenetrable. 

This frustrates us, especially in a time of scientific 
breakthrough and exploding know ledge, that we should 
be able to break out of earth's environment and yet 
be stopped cold by death's unyielding mystery. 
Electroencephalogram may replace mirror held before 
the mouth; autopsies may become more sophisticated; 
cosmetic embalming may take the place of pennies on 
the eyelids and canvas shrouds; but death continues to 
confront us with its blank wall. Everything changes; 
death is changeless. We may postpone it; we may tame 
its violence; but death is still there waiting for us. 

Death always waits. The door of the hearse is never 
closed. (Joseph Bayly, The Last Thing We Talk About, 
p.11). 11026 WurzbachRoad 

San Antonio, TX 78230 
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Experts? 
By Lindell Mitchell 

I didn'tthinkthepronouncements uttered by professors 
associated with Christian universities could be any more 
bizarre than what we have heard in the past decade. I would 
not have believeditpossibleto mountamorevicious attack 
on the Lord's people than the murderous assaults recently 
launched in the name of "scholarship," "New 
Hermeneutics," and being "relevant" to "Baby boomers." 
That was before I encountered the diatribe carried in the 
HoustonPostonJanuary22, 1991, underthetitle"Experts 
Find Incest in Conservative Sects." 

I am used to seeing the meandering of semi-literate 
"experts" given credibility by a hedonistic media. It is not 
unusual to hear them praise blathering stupidity as 
enlightened scholarship when it will advance their agenda 
or damage their adversaries. It is infuriating and sickening 
to see brethren lend support to such despicable drivel. 

Gayle Napier and Gary Wilson have in my judgment 
done a terrible disservice to the cause of our Lord. The 
Houston Post quotes Napier as saying, "The more 
conservative the church, the more incest you have in 
families." According to the family life minister at the 
Harpeth Hills Church of Christ, speaking on a panel at 
David Lipscomb University, "We've so distorted the 
concept ofheadship and submission that we've produced 
a pathological family mode. The wife is treated second 
class, treated like one of the kids." 

As Napier continued his flight of fancy, he is quoted 
as saying that "power-controlling addict" husbands have 
wives who say, "He sounds like my dad, and I don't want 
to have sex with Daddy." Then, according to Napier, 
actual incest might follow when domineering fathers turn 
to their daughters if their wives withhold sex out of 
frustration. While he was pontificating, our enlightened 
brother said that such power addictions are also evident in 
the church. "There's one sociaily approved place for 
power addicts besides the home, and that's the pulpit," he 
asserted. "We attract people who love to beat us up." 

Napier was not alone in making ridiculous 
unsubstantiated assertions about the Lord's church and 
Christian homes. The Post quotes psychologist Gary 
Wilson,whosatonthepanelwithNapier,assayingthatwe 
are vulnerable to sexual addictions because "we don't 
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know grace and mercy." According to Wilson, "You 
would not believe the number of people who have sex 
addictions who are ·members of the church." These 
statements are at best the baseless babbling of deluded, 
ignorant men who are unwittingly serving to further 
feminist propaganda. At worst they could be scurrilous 
lies presented by men determined to advance a feminist 
agenda in the church. I am unable to foresee any 
circumstances in which such statements could be viewed 
less gravely. 

I fit is possible, I caii on Napier and Wilson to explain 
to an insulted and degraded brotherhood what those 
circumstances are. I demand to know what authoritative 
studies support brother Napier's assertions. Who 
commissioned the study? Who did the study and under 
what circumstances? What sort of measuring instrument 
was employed and whatsortofresearchmodel was used? 
How rigorous was the statistical analysis? Where were the 
findings published? Were they subjected to peer review? 
I pose the same questions to brother Wilson. Surely these 
menhavemoresensethan tomakesuchdamningassertions 
based solely on their own limited perspective. They must 
have known that such arguments would be challenged. 

If these men have facts, let them be forthcoming with 
them. I will be the first to accept them if they can be 
proven. I will then wholeheartedly try to help correct the 
problem. However, I do not believe these charges are true! 
It may be that there are an inordinate number of degenerate 
perverts in the churches served by Napier and Wilson. The 
church in Nashville may be filled with incestuous 
homosexuals who are addicted to pornography, but I 
haven't observed this as being a widespread problem in 
the churches I have served. I seriously doubt it is an 
accurate portrayal of the churches served by Napier and 
Wilson either. Even if the problem were as widespread as 
they contend, it would not prove that it exists because of 
a skewed concept of the Biblical doctrine of the headship 
of man. I don't think Napier and Wilson can substantiate 
their vulgar charges, and I seriously doubt that they will 
make any attempt to do so. 

Napier recently spoke at a preachers' luncheon in 
Houston, Texas, where he made some of these wild 



charges. He asserted that some ninety-five percent of all 
gospel preachers molest their daughters. When brother 
Bob Nave challenged him by denying the charges and 
asking for proof, none was given. According to the report, 
his reply was basically that whoever disagreed was likely 
guilty of incest. No facts, just a juvenile attempt at 
intimidation. 

If these men are attempting to serve churches their 
elders should demand that they prove their charges or 
retract them immediately. The retraction should be 
followed by an apology to the entire church of Christ. 
Harold Hazelip, as President of David Lipscomb Uni
versity, along with the trustees, should demand their 
immediate resignation unless a retraction and apology are 
immediately forthcoming. 

At a time when the country is beginning to realize that 
men have been emotionally emasculated by the ungodly 
lies of feminism, we should be joyously proclaiming the 
Biblical truth regarding the headship of man (Ephesians 
5:21-25). 

If we had been faithful to our mission, men would not 
be going off on "Wild-Man" weekends seeking to fmd 
theirmasculinitythroughneo-paganrituals. As forme and 
my house, we will continue to live by the book, regardless 
of what men like Napier and Wilson claim. We know that 
we shall be judged on the basis of the Lord's word (John 

12:48). P. 0. Box 316 
Livingston, TX77351 
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Where Is Your Heart? 
By Darrell Braking 

One summer evening, when Thomas A. Edison 
returned home from his work, his wife said, "You've 
worked too long without a rest. Youmusttakea vacation." 

"But where will I go?" he asked. "Decide where 
you' drather be than anywhere else on earth and go there," 
was the answer. 

"Very well," promised Mr. Edison, "I will go 
tomorrow." The next day he returned to his laboratory. 

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, 
where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break 
through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth consume, and 
wherethievesdonotbreakthroughnorsteal: forwherethy 
treasure is, there will thy heart be also" (Matt. 6:19-21 ). 
Our Lord knows what is in man (John 2:25). 

Abraham set his heart on that city whose builder and 
maker is God (Heb. 11: 1 0). We often allow hindrances to 
interfere with our service to God. The old serpent knows 
how to attune temptations to our weaknesses. The deceiver 
knows when, where, andhowtoplace an obstacle to make 
us stumble and fall. 

"Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye 
doubleminded" (James 4:8). When we obey the gospel, 
we draw near to God. "Let us draw near with a true heart 
in fulness of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience: and having our body washed with pure water" 

(Heb. 1 0:22). Like Abraham, we need to set our hearts on 
the eternal city of God. 

When the devil put Potiphar' s lustful wife in the path 
of Joseph, because his heart was in the right place, he said, 
"How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God?" (Gen. 39:9). Joseph knew that though sin may 
appear to be pleasant, "at the last it biteth like a serpent, 
And stingeth like an adder" (Pro. 23:32). Moses chose 
"to share ill treatment with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season" (Heb. 11 :25). The 
seeming pleasures of sin are passing pleasures-they are 
fora season. The inescapable result is death-and that does 
not change. Sin always pays its wages (Rom. 6: 16). Moses 
made the conscious decision to serve God-not self. 
Would God our generation could learn the lesson and tum 
away from all will-worship. 

Your treasure is where your heart is-so, where is your 
heart? Let us sanctify the Lord God in our hearts ( 1 Pet. 
3 :5). "Seeingyehavepurified your souls in your obedience 
to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one 
another from the heart fervently: having been begotten 
again, not of corruptible seed, butofincorruptible, through 
the word of God, which liveth and abideth. For, all flesh 
is as grass, And all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower falleth: But the word 
of the Lord abideth for ever. And this is the word of good 
tidings which was preached unto you" (1 Pet. 1 :22-25). 

(continued on page 23) 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

THE IDEAL WOMAN 

King Lemuel's mother described the ideal woman to 
him. A man should select a wife not for her figure or for 
her dark, laughing eyes, but he should seek "a virtuous 
woman," a rare treasure who will be faithful to him 
throughout her life; who will enhance his standing and 
esteem in the community; who will help him to advance 
in his life's work by having his meals and his clothes ready 
on time; who will encourage him spiritually. 

Each mother must, early in her son's life, stress these 
goals (Proverbs 31:1-4, 1 0) so her son may not choose as 
his life's companion "a fair woman that is without 
discretion" (Prov. 11 :22). I once knew of a widower who 
married a teenager. He was so jealous and suspicious ofher 
that every morning he poured ashes around their tiny cabin 
so that he would know if a man called on her while he was 
away. 

According to recent figures (1 0/ 1990), the typical 
married man who is 45 or older will live about twice as 
many years beyond the present as will one who is single 
or divorced. This seems to show that most wives of our day 
boost their husbands nutritionally and emotionally. A 
Christian wife should be considerate of her husband and 
strive to "do him good and not evil all the days of her life" 
(Prov. 31: 12). 

The ideal woman "openeth her mouth with wisdom" 
(Proverbs 31 :26). She is intelligent, and, when the family 
is gathered, she tries to maintain interesting and worth
while discussions. Such gatherings, at one time frequent, 
are, in today's hurry-and-acquire-outside-interests soci
ety, much harder to arrange. Meal times provide an oppor
tunity for such discussions. These discussions can influ
ence her children's activities, their choice of associates, 
and their minds and souls. 

The ideal woman is not lazy; she "worketh willingly 
with her hands" (Prov. 31: 15). She does not lie abed half 
the day. She "looketh well to the ways of her household 
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(Proverbs 31) 

By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

and eateth not the bread of idleness" (Prov. 31 :27). 
According to verse 14, her family members have no 
complaint about the sameness of the foods they eat: "She 
bringeth her food from afar." The acronym YEN reminds 
me of my goal in buying groceries and preparing food-V 
stands for variety; E for economy; and N for nutrition. 

This virtuous woman takes pride in her personal 
appearance: "She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; 
her clothing is silk and purple" (verse 22). Most women 
of today are careful about appearance and dress, but 
Christian women are not extravagant in this respect. It is 
good for the relationship ifthe husband shows his pride in 
his wife (and vice versa). 

Proverbs' virtuous woman "considereth a field and 
buyeth it" (31: 16). Evidently her husband was involved 
in legislative or judicial duties of the city, and she carried 
the double burden. It is interesting, however, that a woman 
of the East would transact business for an extensive 
household. 

The ideal woman will be an example before her 
children in helping others, such as the poor, the elderly, the 
sick (31 :20). Occasionally we hear of someone who has 
had an automobile accident and is stranded in a town where 
she or he knows no one. What a great opportunity for a 
Christian woman to visit, to do errands, and to keep in 
touch with the family later! Sometimes Christian couples 
take care of the children while parents recover. If ever you 
are traveling and you have an accident, I hope that 
thoughtful, kind people will come to your assistance. It is 
not easy to be like the woman ofProverbs 31, whose price 
is "far above rubies." The reward is worth the effort: 
"Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain; but a woman that 
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised" (Prov: 31 :30). 

P. 0. Box 8400 
Fort Worth, TX76124 
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Ruth Perkins Gardner (1921-1991) 
Ruth Perkins Gardner, wife of Thomas A. Gardner, 

died at her Fort Worth home of acute leukemia at the age 
of 70. Her funeral was held at Brown Trail Church of 
Christ in Bedford, where she was a member. 

Sister Gardner, lovingly known as "Ruth," was the 
epitome of the type of woman of Genesis 2:18. God said, 
"It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him an help meet for him." Then he formed all the beasts 
of the field and the fowls of the air and brought them to 
Adam, who named them. "But for Adam there was not 
found a help meet for him" (v. 20). Then God took a rib 
from Adam and from it made a woman and brought her 
to him. 

God did not find a helper (not a helpmeet) worthy of 
the man among the beasts of the field. The worthy helper 
God made was "bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh" 
(v. 23). She was a part of her husband. 

Ruth was a great and worthy helper to her husband, 

"Tom," for45 years. Tom has done the audio taping of 
many of our brotherhood lectureships for the last several 
years. Ruth was always by his side helping him accom
plish this good work. Her able assistance contributed 
immeasurably to the success ofbrother Tom's efforts. 

Those who knew Ruth appreciated her quiet, calming 
demeanor. She was one of those rare jewels who practiced 
the elusive art ofletting her speech "be always with grace, 
seasoned with salt, thatye may know how to answer every 
man" (Col. 4 :6). Her influence will be felt for generations 
through the impact she made on many hearts. She wiii be 
sorely missed by her husband, her family, and her friends. 

Her family suggests that memorials be made to the 
Truth in Love television program, Box 865, Hurst, TX 
76053. 

Adios, Ruth, we love you even as you loved the 
church! The Firm Foundation Staff 
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Eleventh Annual 
St. Louis Area-Wide Lectureship 

Planned in cooperation by various churches of Christ in the St. Louis area. 
September 19-20-21, 1991 

Theme: READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER, PART I 

Thursday, September 19 
6:30 P.M .................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M .................... History and Doctrines of Humanism .............................................. Wayne Jackson 
8:00 P.M .................... Contrasts and Trends in the Church, Part I .................................... Windle Kee 
Friday, September 20 
6:30P.M .................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M .................... New Age Movement ....................................................................... Winford Claiborne 
8:00 P.M .................... Discipling Movement ..................................................................... Earl Edwards 
Saturday, September 21 
9:00 - 9:40 A.M ......... The Platform of Humanism-Refuted .............................................. Wayne Jackson 
9:50 - 10:30 A.M ....... Contrasts and Trends in the Church, Part II ................................... Windle Kee 
9:00 - 10:30 A.M ....... Ladies Class-Contrasts and Trends in the Church 

from a Christian Woman's Perspective .......................................... Barbara Kee 
10:30 - 11 :00 A.M ..... Break for Coffee and Doughnuts 
11 :00 - 11 :40 A.M ..... New Age Movement ....................................................................... Winford Claiborne 
11:50 - 12:30 P.M ...... Discipling Movement ..................................................................... Earl Edwards 
12:30 P.M .................. Final Comments and Dismissal 

Lectures held at the West End Church of Christ, 9350 Natural Brldge Road, St. Louis, Missouri 63134. 
Contact: Steve Fishel, %Jerseyville Church of Christ, Route 267 North, Jerseyville, Illinois 62052. 

(618) 498-5609. 
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(!'his is the second in brother Cline's series of studies dealing with basic Bible doctrine.) 

Study Your Bible--Doctrinal Studies #2 
By William S. Cline 

INTRODUCTION: 
I. The Bible is the most important book you will ever 
study. 

A. God revealed the words of the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-
17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21). 
B. We will be judged by it (John 12:48). 
C. It is our guide from this life to eternity. 
D. It contains the words that will make us free (John 
8:32). 

DISCUSSION: 
II. "Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling 
aright the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

A. Paul gives three reasons to study the Bible 
1. To be approved of God. 
2. Not to be ashamed. 
3. To rightly divide the Word. 

B. There are other reasons for Bible study. 
1. It is our solemn duty to teach others (Matt. 
28:18-20). 
2. The sword of the Spirit is the word of God 
(Eph. 6:17). 
3. TeachingtheBiblesavesthelost(l Cor.1:21; 
Rom. 10:14; 2 Tim. 4:1-4). 
4. The gospel is God's saving power (Rom. 
1:16). 
5. We cannot teach what we do not know (Heb. 
5:12-14). 
6. We must be "ready always to give an 
answer" (1 Peter 3:15). 

C. The Bereans searched the Scriptures daily: "Now 
these were more noble than those in Thesslonica, in 
that they received the word with all readiness of the 
mind, examining the Scriptures daily, whether these 
things were so" (Acts 17:11 ). 

1. We should have a set time for study each day 
andallownothingtointerferewithit. Ifwewere 
as regulated in our Bible study as we are in 
eating, our spiritual man would be strong. The 
wordsofJesusareourspiritualfood(John6:63). 
2. The words of the Bible should be more 
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important to us than physical food. Jesus said, 
"Work not for the food which perisheth, but for 
the food which abideth unto eternal life, which 
the Son of man shall give unto you: for him the 
Father, even God, hath sealed" (John 6:27). 

III. These are rules for Bible study. 
A. Ask the four basic questions regarding the 
background. 

1. Who wrote the passage or made the state
ment? 
2. When was it written or spoken? 
3. Why was it written or spoken? 
4. To whom was it written or spoken? 

B. Concentration is necessary. Give strict attention to 
your study. "Meditation is to learning what digestion 
is to eating." 
C. Agoodwaytodevelopconcentrationandmeditation 
istoreadachapter-closeyourBible-writedownas 
much as you can remember. Take your time and read 
thoughtfully. Unders~ding i~ ~Q~~. 1:\nportant than 
covering many chapters. 
D. Be independent in your Bible study. You will 
benefit from a good commentary, a Bible dictionary, 
an English dictionary, and a concordance, but think for 
yourseljl 
E. Context is important. 

I. Look closely at the text. Then look at the 
paragraph in which the text occurs. Next con
sider the chapter in which the text is found. See 
what the whole book of the Bible you are study
ing is about, and consider the text in the light of 
how it fits into the paragraph, the chapter, the 
book. Finally, always see the passage in view of 
the whole Bible. Anytime your understanding of 
a verse contradicts any clear statement found 
elsewhere in the Bible, your understanding is 
faulty. 
2. Word studies (Vine's, Robertson's, and 
Vincent's) are good. 

F. Know the Bible narrative from beginning to end. 
A knowledge of the historical facts and back-



ground is critical to proper understanding. 
G. Character studies are very interesting. 

I. If we knew all about the major characters of 
the Bible, we would know the Bible, just as we 
would have a good grasp of American history if 
we knew all about her presidents. 
2. To know the lives of Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, 
Saul, David, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Daniel, Nehemiah, Christ, Peter, and 
Paul is to know the Bible. 

H. Consider the methods of Bible study. 
I. Read the Bible through from Genesis to 
Revelation asking the following: What is the 
principal subject of this chapter? What is the 
leading lesson of this chapter? Who are the 
principal people of this chapter? What is the 
principal verse of this chapter? How does this 
chapter relate to the overall story of the Bible? 
2. Use the topical method: Find all that it 
teaches on a particular subject. A topical text 
book would be helpful. A concordance is neces
sary. Be sure to study the context of each verse. 
3. Another excellent method is to make an 
outline of each chapter, each book, and each 
dispensation. 

CONCLUSION: Studyprayerfully,reverently,daily, 
diligently. You can understand the Bible. 

4850 Saujley Road 
Pensacola, FL 52506 

Thailand Children's Home 
P.O. Box I3 Korat30000Thailand 

Chris C. Ward 
Program Advisor 

For infonnation contact the address below: 

Stateside: 
Beattie Road Church of Christ 
1731 Beattie Road 
Albany, GA 31707 
Phone (912) 435-2193 

Overseas: 
P.O. Box 15 
Sung Noen 30170 
Thailand 
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Since February 1985 
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Where Is Your Heart? 
(Continued from page 21) 

Moses chose to do the right thing, and so may we. We 
purify our souls when we decide to obey the conditions of 
grace, which brings salvation. The New Covenant makes 
the provisions of pardon very plain. Even the fast running 
fool can understand the rules, laws and commands of 
God's Holy Word. 

"Now therefore fear Jehovah,andservehiminsincerity 
and in truth; and put away the gods which your fathers 
served beyond the River, and in Egypt; and serve ye 
Jehovah. And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, 
choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were beyond the river, or 
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as 
for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah" (Joshua 
24:I4-15). 

1862Kadota 
CasaGrande, AZ 85222 
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RATE INCREASE 
It has been several years since the Firm 

Foundation increased its rates. Rising costs 
require us to announce a new subscription 
price. Beginning October 1, 1991, the cost of 
subscription for one year will be $15.00. Good 
literature coming into your home each month is 
priceless. Your continued support is appreci
ated. 

(Note: Under the new price structure, a 2-
year subscription is $28.00; bundles of 10 
papers or more sent to the same address are 
$14.00 per year per paper; clubs of 10 or more 
paid in advance and congregational subscrip
tions [each family receives the paper at his 
home address and the church makes the pay
ment on either a monthly, quarterly or annual 
basis] are $13.00 per year per paper.) 
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Blood, Death, Burial, and Baptism 
By Dee Hawkinson 

Recently I left a denominational church that teaches 
baptism is only a means of identifying oneself with Jesus' 
Christ and joining a particular church. After God added 
me to the Lord's church, I continued studying the Word. 
I especially wanted to know more about Romans 6:3-4. 

"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore 
we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness oflife." 

My denominational friends say, "These scriptures 
mention Jesus' death but not his blood." 

Paul wrote, "But God be thanked, that ye were the 
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then 
made free from sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness." (Rom. 6:17-18). 

Under the law of Moses it was common for a man 
to have one or more servants bonded for life. A Hebrew 
bondservant was released if the owner caused the loss of 
the servant' seyeortooth(Exodus21 :26-27), but ordinarily 
only death broke the enslavement. 

The nation of Israel was once in bondage in Egypt 
God forced Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go. Pharaoh 
hardened his heart and sent his army to bring the nation of 
Israel back (Exodus 14:4 ). God opened a path in the Red 
Sea, and Israel crossed on dry land (Exodus 14:21 ). When 
theHebrewsweresafe, the sea closed, drowning Pharaoh's 
pursuing army (Exodus 14:27 ,28). "By faith they passed 
through the Red Sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians 
assaying to do were drowned" (Heb. 11 :29). 

The water of the Red Sea separated the Hebrews from 
the power of the Egyptian army and from bondage. 
"Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be 
ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea" (1 Cor. 10:1-2). 

We are in bondage to sin and Satan. Jesus taught, 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth 
sinistheservant(bondservant)ofsin"(John8:34).Since 
Satan is not willing to let us go, death must break this 
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bondage. 
In Romans chapter 6 Paul wrote, (3) "Know ye not, 

that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? ( 4) Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. (5) For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resurrection: ( 6) Knowing this, 
that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 
sin. (7) For he that is dead is freed from sin" (Rom. 6:3-
7). 

Verse 3 tells us we are baptized into the death ofJesus. 
When Christdiedon the cross, water and blood came from 
hisside(John 19:34). Thereisaconnectionbetweenwater 
and blood. In baptism we contact the blood of Jesus 
through the water, being baptized into his death. 

Verse 4 explains we are buried with Jesus by baptism 
into death-his death and ours. We die to sin and are made 
free from the bondage of Satan. We die by being buried 
into the death of Jesus. In this way we come into contact 
with his blood. He is the "lamb of God who takes away 
the sins of the world." Only the blood of Jesus can wash 
away sins, but we must reach the blood, and that is done 
only in baptism. 

Verse 5 confirms that in baptism we are united in the 
likeness of the death of Jesus, and therefore are united in 
the likeness ofhis resurrection. 

Verse 6 affirms that in baptism our "old man" {the 
man of sin) is crucified with Jesus and the guilt of sin is 
removed. 

Verse 7 says "he that is dead (baptized) is freed from 
sin." 

Verses 1 0 and 11 declare, "For in that he (Jesus) died, 
he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto 
God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 

The word death means to be separated. Death is a 
separation from sin. Baptism frees from sin through death. 



In the actofbaptism we participate in 
thedeathandbloodofJesus, the only 
means of forgiveness. The old man 
of sin is buried in a watery grave, and 
we arise as new creatures to walk in 
newness oflife. 

Denominational churches teach 
salvation by unconditional grace 
(grace only) and by that eliminate 
the blood of the lamb of God. They 
teach salvation comes before baptism 
and therefore deny the power of the 
death of Jesus. 

In sununary, one must hear the 
word of God to have faith (Rom. 
10: 17); mustrepent(Acts2:38); must 
confess faith in Jesus as the Son of 
God (Matt. 1 0:32); must show a 
good conscience toward God ( 1 Pet. 
3:21 ); and must be baptized for the 
remission of sins (Acts 2:38). In 
baptism we touch the death of Jesus, 
which allows us to participate in his 
blood and put on Christ (Gal. 3 :27). 
Baptism separates us from sin as 
surely as the Red Sea separated the 
Hebrews from Egyptian bondage. 

Those who walk in the light have 
fellowship with others who walk in 
the light, and the blood of Jesus is 
cleansing them (1 John I :7). It is 
important to teach the truth. We 
must not teach "for commandments 
the doctrines of men" (Matt. 15:9). 
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SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

--- MAXIE B. BOREN --
evangelist 
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BIBLE TEACHERS: 
Gary Fallis, David Miller, 

Johnny Ramsey, Don Simpson 
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(817) 282-3911 

(Write or call for full Information.) 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 
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SPECIAL OFFER ON A NEW BOOK FROM 
Foy E. Wallace, Jr. Publications 

The last unpublished manuscript from the incisive mind ofFoy E. Wallace, Jr., entitled A 
Commentazy on Romans. Galatians and Ephesians. is due from the printer in approximately 
90 days. 
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This book of nearly 300 pages, matches the style of his other titles 
and contains the author's rich phrase-by-phrase comment on each verse 
of these vital and difficult texts. He clarifies every knotty doctrinal 
subject addressed in these epistles: The Church, Law, Gospel and 
Covenants, Holy Spirit, Music in Worship, Justification by Faith, Office 
of Grace. This is a book every Bible student will prize. 

When published, this work will retail for $18.50. In order to supply 
rovr.wAJJAcr.m. everyone with as many copies as desired upon publication of the first 
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edition, we are making a pre-publication offer, valid through the next45 
days, of$14.00 per copy (no limit), a 30% discount inasmuch as we will pay shipping on 
all pre-publication sales. We will receipt your order. 

Order today 
A Commentary on Romans, Galatians and Ephesians 

by Foy E. Wallace, Jr. 
Pre-publication price, $14.00. 

Foy E. Wallace, Jr., Publications 
P.O. Box 3536, Conroe, TX 77305 

Richard E. Black Publisher 
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FIRM FOUNDATION LECTURESHIP 
CONDUCTED AT THE EASTRIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

501 McBrien Road 
Chattanooga, TN37412 

October 6-10,1991 

SUNDAY - OCI'OBER 6, 1991 
8:30 A.M ......................... The Foundation of the Unshakeable Kingdom ........................................................................................ Guss Eoff 
9:30 A.M ......................... The Unshakeable Kingdom in Prophecy .................................................................................................. Eddie Whitten 
I 0:30 A.M ........................ The Kingdom Concept .............................................................................................................................. Buster Dobbs 
6:00P.M .......................... Singing 
7:00P.M .......................... The Unshakeable Kingdom ...................................................................................................................... Roy Deaver 
8:00 P.M .......................... Why I Am a Member of the Unshakeable Kingdom ............................................................................... Noah Hackworth 

MONDAY- OCI'OBER 7, 1991 
9:00A.M ......................... Training Workers for the Unshakeable Kingdom .................................................................................... Terry Broome 
I 0:00 A.M ........................ Unshakeable Homes in the Unshakeable Kingdom ................................................................................. E. Ray Jerkins 
11 :00 A.M ........................ Preaching the Unshakeable Kingdom Through Television ..................................................................... Mac Lyons 
Lunch Break 
2:00P.M .......................... Unshakeable Moral Standards in the Unshakeable Kingdom ................................................................. Thomas Eaves 
3:00P.M .......................... Forum: The 70 A.D. Heresy .................................................................................................................... Buster Dobbs 

Dinner Break 
6:00 P.M .......................... Singing 
7:00P.M .......................... The Unshakeable Kingdom and Pattern Authority .................................................................................. Winfred Clark 
8:00 P.M .......................... Unshakeable Doctrine in the Unshakeable Kingdom .............................................................................. Perry Cotham 

TUESDAY- OCTOBER 8,1991 
9:00 A.M ........................ What the Bible Says About the Need for Strong Preachers in the Unshakeable Kingdom ................... Ed Jones 
10:00 A.M ........................ What the Bible Says About the Need for Solid Elders in theUnshakeable Kingdom ............................ Charles Hill 
11 :00 A.M ........................ What the Bible Says About the Need for Stable Deacons in the Unshakeable Kingdom ....................... Richard Melson 
Lunch Break 
2:00 P.M .......................... Unshakeable Marriages in the Unshakeable Kingdom ............................................................................ M. L. Sexton 
3:00P.M .......................... Forum: Woman's Role in the Unshakeable Kingdom ............................................................................ Don McWhorter 

Dinner Break 
6:00P.M .......................... Singing 
7:00 P.M .......................... The Unshakeable Worship of the Unshakeable Kingdom ....................................................................... Bobby Liddell 
8:00P.M .......................... Salvation in the Unshakeable Kingdom ................................................................................................... George DeHoff 

WEDNESDAY - OCTOBER 9, 1991 
9:00A.M ......................... The World Wide Mission of the Unshakeable Kingdom ........................................................................ Ken Willis 
10:00 A.M ........................ Can the Unshakeable Kingdom Be Shaken? ............................................................................................ Joe Cox 
II :00 A.M ........................ Calvinism as a Threat to the Unshakeable Kingdom .............................................................................. Ray Peters 
Lunch Break 
2:00 P.M .......................... Capsule of Premillennialism as a Threat to the Unshakeable Kingdom ................................................ Paul Kidwell 
3:00 P.M .......................... Forum: The Rapture ................................................................................................................................. Jerry Moffitt 

Dinner Break 
6:00P.M .......................... Singing 
7:00 P.M .......................... Expanding the Unshakeable Kingdom ..................................................................................................... Paul Sain 
8:00P.M .......................... The Foolishness of God Versus the Wisdom of Men in the Unshakeable Kingdom ............................. Lindell Mitchell 

THURSDAY- OCI'OBER 10, 1991 
9:00 A.M ......................... Carnivals and Circuses in the Unshakeable Kingdom ............................................................................. Charles Cochran 
10:00 A.M ........................ The World Hates the Unshakeable Kingdom .......................................................................................... Waymon Summers 
11 :00 A.M ........................ Love, Joy and Peace in the Unshakeable Kingdom ................................................................................. Larry Eoff 
Lunch Break 
2:00P.M .......................... The Unshakeable Kingdom Is Not Denominational ................................................................................ Curtis Cates 
3:00 P.M .......................... Forum: Proper Methods of Interpreting the Bible .................................................................................. Robert Taylor 

Dinner Break: ................... This will be a dinner catered at the church building. Those who attend will be asked to purchase 
tickets in order to pay the cost of the meal. The purpose of the dinner will be to honor Bill Cline. 
Several will pay tribute to Bill, and he will respond with comments of his choosing. 

6:30P.M .......................... Singing 
7:00P.M .......................... Preaching the Truth in Love in the Unshakeable Kingdom .................................................................... Joe Gilmore 
8:00P.M .......................... The Unshakeable Kingdom Triumphant in Final Victory ....................................................................... Foy Smith 

Note: The open forum each day will consist of a 35-minute speech by the person handling the 
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program and about 20 minutes for questions from the audience on the subject matter assigned 
for that day. 

[284] September 1991 
FIRM FOUNDATION 



The Last Page 
------.Fay Smith---

Mabel Katherine Mitchell Smith 
1917-1991 

My heart is full of sadness this morning while much of 
the world is still asleep. I must write without delay, for ifl do 
not I may never be able to write this at all. I wrote a s imilar 
editorial in 1962 immediately after a dear son, Mike, went 
to be with the Lord. I know now, looking back, that this 
article must also be spontaneous and without delay. 

She was my beloved wife for almost fifty-four years. I 
fell overwhelmingly in love with her when I first saw her in 
Checotah, Oklahoma. I was a boy preacher. Everyone who 
knew her loved her even back then. I have often said that the 
brethren liked me but they loved her. She was my Mabel, my 
darling. She was a woman of great physical beauty which 
seemed to ripen as she grew older, and when she went to 
become one of the heavenly family, her natural beauty still 
charmed those who knew her. Her inner-beauty was even 
more charming. 

Mabel was full of tender sympathy and if she ever 
complained no one seemed to know it. The immediate fam ily 
certainly didn't. When she had major illnesses and one very 
major operation, she had only kind words and words of 
encouragement to those who attended as well as the family. 

She was a true homemaker, and the news of her passing 
beyond this Vale of Tears has literally and emotionally 
shaken our whole brotherhood. I have spent three days 
answering the phone-calls from just about everywhere in 
our nation. I prayed if God be willing I might outlive her so 
I could take care of her. God has answered that prayer though 
I am completely devastated. He just answered it a bit too soon 
for my poor broken heart. 

As a wife she was the greatest. As a mother she was the 
greatest. As a grandmother she was the greatest. As a great
grandmother she was the greatest. She lovingly took care of 
our little great-grandchildren just a few hours before she left 
us. How she loved little Meagan and little brotherChristopher
"J<jffer" as big sister Meagan calls him. God gave us all, a 
small family now, a triple portion of love. To my dear Mabel 
I say, I will continue to try to be the preacher you want me to 
continue to be. It won' t be easy without you here in person 
to guide and help me. Who will help me when I mispronounce 
a word? Or write something one way when it would be better 
some other way? Who will carefully read and correct 

manuscripts for bulletins and national papers? You know, 
dear one, you always read everything I wrote. 

I promise you, dearly beloved, I shall continue to stand 
firm for the truth you shared with me for over half a century. 
I shall do my best to stand steadfast until I join you up there. 
I will try harder to be patient, to bear suffering, and to be 
happy (it will be difficult), as you always wanted me to be. I 
shall try to be critical of one thing only-error, as you were. 

Oh, if I could speak to you through Jesus I would say ten 
thousand times ten thousand times that I love you. I told you 
every day that I loved you, but it seems now that I didn't tell 
you enough. I was happy to be your husband, even with my 
many faults which you understood so well. 

You knew my love for al l our fami ly. You knew how 
precious each one is to me. You knew how I suffered when 
they had to be corrected. Let me tell you of a thing that 
happened yesterday. Shannon had scolded Meagan, who 
was hungry and didn' t want to wait until her miniature ham 
sandwiches were ready. "You go and sit in your chair!" She 
did with sobs that are a lways touching. I waited a couple of 
minutes and then went in and sat down by her. I asked, "Do 
you want Papaw to get the doughboard and make our table 
on top of thi s stoo l?" She sa id, "Yeth. " "While the 
sandwiches are coming why don't we play a little game?" I 
got some pictures out and asked,. "Who is this?" She 
answered, "Papaw." She told me who several were and then 
I asked, "And who is this?" Her li tt le answer was, 
"MAMA W!" And with that, darling angel, I had to leave the 
room. That was one game I could not continue playing, not 
with her little finger on your beloved face. 

The first thing she asked when the family came in after 
your going was "Where's Mamaw?" I could only whisper 
through my hot tears, "Mamaw is in Heaven with Jesus and 
Uncle Mike." And that's the truth; and soon, God willing, we 
shall join you and we will then know true love and happiness 
that is never marred by one of us having to leave the others, 
even for a while. 

Thank you, darl ing Mabel, for blessing our lives. We 
love you now and will love you forever. Your weak and 
w1worthy husband . . . Foy. Box 2351 

Riverside, CA 92616 
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DIRECTORY 
•••••••• 

GAINESVILLE--39TH.AVECHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1811 N.W.39thAve.6ml.eastof1-75,useHighway 
222 exit Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-72n. W. D. Jeffcoat, evangelist 

TENNESSEE 

TRAVELING? 

MEMPHIS--KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. can 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF (901) 363-3300 or E. L Whitaker, minister, (901) 
CHRIST.5223WesconnettBivd.(904)n1-5075or 363-1383. VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS n1-2646. Sun. 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. --------

THE YEARLY RATES FOR ADVERTISING IN 
THISSECTIONARE:$125.00FOR3UNES; $175.00 
FOR4LINES; $22S.OOFOR5LINES; $275.00FOR 
6 LINES; $325.00 FOR 7 LINES; $375.00 FOR 8 
LINES 

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 

P.O.BOX 210876 
BEDFORD TEXAS 76095-7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 
WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 

Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Robert McAnally, 
minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Home of 
Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun.9, 10A.M.,6P.M.,Wed. 7:30P.M.21 Lancaster 
Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelfsl855-5651 or 
855-1326. --------

SARASOTA--MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamlaml Trail, 
nexttoHolldaylnn.Servlces:Sun. 9:30, 10:30A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 6:30P.M. Gene Stilwell,mlnlster. 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th SEBASTIAN--1045 Main St Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
Avenue,99701. (907) 456-4921. P.M Phone (407)589-5140. BobWinton,evangefist 

CALIFORNIA SEBRING--904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile McGhee, evangelist 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-617. Send particulars 
of loved ones In this area; we will contact them. GEORGIA 
PASADENA, 1727 Klnneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499.Sun.9:30, 10:45A.M.,6P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINEPALMS,72309LarreaAve.,92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

ATLANTA--AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299-
1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles Inside 
1-285) 

BYRON--3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 (1 
ml.)toHwy42N-2ml.tobuilding.Camperhookups. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M.,6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call (912) 956-

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN 3719, 956-2099. 
BERNADINO, CA. 3630 N. ·e· St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

C central C 
BURCH OF HRIST 

13320 South Church St, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

CONNECTICUT 

MINNESOTA 

DULUTH--DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., 
Wed. 7 P.M. {218) 722-1984, 722-1871. Paul 
Curless and David Dalton, evangelists. 

MISSOURI 

BRANSON--CHURCH OF CHRIST, College & 7th 
SIS.65616. Sun. 9:30, 10:20A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 
7 P.M .. {417) 334-3866, 334-3757. A. J. Hendrix, 
minister. 

OHIO 

GROTON----CHURCH OF CHRIST meeting at FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
291 Osprey Dr., Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
P.M. Ph. 446-0676. Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

FLORIDA 

CLEARWATER--CENTRALCHURCHOFCHRIST 
14548elleairRd. Phone(813) 446-4808. Services: 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 
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OKLAHOMA 

EDMOND--CHISHOLM TRAIL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 8 1/2 MI. N of town on Broadway. •only 
the Old Paths.· John A. Croom. (405) 396-8497. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of Nashville. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Roy 
McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 859-3974, 643-
0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON--PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St, Denton, 76201. (817)387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

RICHWOOD--CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, n531. 
(409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6:30P.M., 
Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets In BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

( 813) 683-4043 

tr Strong Bible Emphasis 
tr 1\vo Year Program 
tr l 00 Semester Hours 
1t No Thition 
tr Scholarships Availuble 
tr Qualified Faculty 
~ V.A. Benefits 
'It Call or Write 

TRAINING PREACHERS SINCE 1969 



CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER LINE. THIS SECTION IS DESIGNED ESPECIALLy TO 
ACCOMMODATE PREACHERS SEEKING WORK OR CONGREGATIONS SEEKING PREACHERS OTHER 
CHURCH RELATED MATIER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING WITH THE PUBLISHER'S STANDARDS SEND ALL 
CORRESPONDENCE TO: FIRM FOUNDATION, AD DEPARTMENT p 0 BOX 210676 BED.FORD TX 
76095-7676. • . . • • . 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Mature preacher, sound In the faith, evangelistic, desiring 
to settle for long term. Must have part or own support. 
$250/Week and Insurance. Congregation size 50/60. 
Contact Delbert Leavens, Rt 6 Box 335, Commerce, Ga 
30529. (404) 335-7762. 

Experienced gospel preacher needed lor SW Florida 
congregation of 90. House provided. Send resume to 
P.O.Box 2197, Port Charlotte, FL. 33949 or contact 
Lawrence Bauer (613) 627-1016 or church office (613) 
629-7454. 

Minister wanted for small congregation In south 
Mississippi. House provided, but will need to furnish 
some of his support. Prefer a sound, experienced 
gospel preacher In his SO's or early 60's. Please send 
tape or resume to: Mendenhall Church of Christ % 
Jackie Mullins, 611 Simpson Clrde, Mendenhall: MS 
39114. 

MINISTER NEEDED: Growlng,lovlng, congregation with 
60-100 In attendance located In southern New Jersey 
near metropolitan area of Philadelphia, Pa., seeks a 
married man who Is able to train leaders and delegate 
responsibility. Individual selected must have strong Bible 
background, experience, and speak enthusiastically. The 
church Is at peace and has a great potential lor growth. We 
have a strong desire to seek the lost and have strong 
fellowship with area congregations. Minister Is fully 
supported by strong southern U.S. congregation. Send 
resume and references to Jerry Andrews, 1202 Clements 
Bridge Rd., Apt. 207, Barrington, N.J. 06007,609-573-
9513 

WANTED: Mature preacher for Church of Christ in 
Ganado, TX. Three bedroom home next door to 
building, Complete with AJC and carpet. Send resume 
to Drawer I, Ganado, TX 77962 or call R. Burns at (512) 
771-2439. 

RENEW RENEW 
RENEW 

Minister wanted for a small congregation In Benson, AZ. 
Will need to furnish some of his support. Contact Floyd 
Turner, 602-566-2488 or Lester Osburn, 602-566-2142. 
Church of Christ, HCR Box 4517, Benson, AZ 85602. 

For congregation of approximately 450 members In the 
Central Valley of Callformla. Population 172,000. Please 
send resume, tape, picture, and references to Davis Pari< 
Church of Chris t at 901 W. Rumble Rd., Modesto, California 
95350. Attention: Selection Committee. 

Small congregation In Overbrook, KS Is seeking a gospel 
preacher who Is neither afraid nor ashamed to dedare the 
whole counsel of God. Those Interested can call (913) 
665-7947, (913) 665-7654 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Mature, energetic minister with strong academlccredentlals 
and Interpersonal skills seeks counseling, education, or 
Involvement ministry with congregation led by motivated, 
benevolent shepherds. Direct Inquiries to: Firm Foundation, 
P.O.Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. 

FOR SALE 
HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM; A critique of 
Subjectivism In Biblical Interpretation. $9.00ppd. to Major 
Premise Books, 11026 Wurzbach Road, San Antonio, TX 
76230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send SA.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. 

RALEIGH SINGERS have funeral tapes tor sale. 6 tapes
·2 songs each tape. (Ideal lor congregations who need 
singers tor funerals.) $36.00ppd. Also other tapes or 
scriptural gospel songs. $6.00 each ppd. Raleigh Church 
of Christ, 3213 Raleigh-Millington Rd., Memphis, TN 36126 

NEW TRACTI Tho Gift of Acts 2:38-39. $3.00 per doz
en or $25.00 pert 00. Order from: Wayne Price, Box 
760, Mcloud, OK 74851 

(PAUL) & ASSOCIATES 

• Provod.ng qualoly conslrucuon of church buoloongs • 27 years experoence on church oesogn 
· In· house archuectural & engtneermg servtces • Vartous archttectural servtces avarlable 
• S401sf average oncl pews. carpel. sound & loghllng · Total management hom start 10 lonosh 
• lntrooucong our new Wolloamsburg oesogn • lnteroor dcsogn servoces provooed 

CALL FOR VIDEO INTRODUCTION AND MORE INFORMATION 

(214) 581-8322 3600 Old Bullard Rd .• Suite 200, Tyler. TX 75701 (800) 847-0082 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands of 
scripture references, each summarized and organized 
under hundreds or logically-arranged subject areas. 
lndudes over 2,000 Interesting, Important dlscusslon
stlmulatlng questlons. This extremely dear and easy guide 
to the Bible Is a must tor every Chrlstlan's library. 
It Is Ideal tor Bible classes lor all ages and for cottage 
evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and power 
of New Testament Christianity. Order by sending $10.50 
to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1463, COlton, CA 92324. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. An 
easy, enjoyable, ettectlve system tor Increasing 
evangells tic home Bible studies by ten-told or more In your 
congregation. Elders or Church leaders write for tree 
Information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 Vandegrift Ave., 
Rockville, MD 20851 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale---an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Drive, 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

SECOND ANNUAL HOME SCHOOL CONFERENCE 
October 17-21 . Rt. 6 Box 5010, Pall City, AL 35125. Ph. 
(205) 336-1643. 

ADMINISTRATOR/CARETAKER. FORT HILL CHRIS
TIAN YOUTH CAMP, Hillsboro, OH. Dutles: OVerseeing 
camp program, maintenance, promotion and fund rais
Ing. Salary negotiable. Home furnished. Send resume 
to: Bob Manasco, P.O. Box 410, Sardis, Ohio 43946. 
614-483-2363. 

HAVE GOSPEL-WILL TRAVEL. Holding three day 
meetings. Friday-Saturday-and Sunday. Presentlng Chrlst 
as Prophet-Priest-and-King. Write G. E. Gower, 616 South 
78th St., Tacoma, Washington 96406 or call 206-473-
6667. Reference supplied on request. Fifty years 
experience as a gospel preacher. 

TEACHERS WANTED 
Come to sunny tropical South Florida 

All teachers who want to 
work in a mission 

area in a secure Christian 
environment 

K-3-12th secondary-elementary positions 
open 

Apply ... 
Redland Christian Academy 

17700 S.W. 280 Street 
Homestead, Florida 33031 

(303) 24 7-7399 (305) 248-8299 

J'inn J'ounantion (jradu£ CunicuW.m 
WE LEARN TO LIVE 
Time-Tested, Bible-Centered 

Doctrinally Sound, Graded Bible 
School Series 

Toddlers Through Grade 12 
For lnfonnation: 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
(817) 498-8512 
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"Speaking as the Oracles of God" Lectureship 
Basic Bible Teaching and Issues Facing the Church 

November 1-3,1991 
FRIDAY 
7:00P.M ......................... God DOES Exist .............................................................................. Robert Taylor 
8:00P.M ......................... The Theory of Evolution IS False .................................................... Curtis Cates 

SATURDAY 
9:00 A.M ........................ The Bible IS the Word of God ......................................................... Curtis Cates 
10:00 A.M ....................... Some Versions of Bible NOT Reliable ............................................ Robert Taylor 
11 :00 A.M ....................... Questions and Answers .................................................................... Bright, Cates, 

Taylor 
1:30 P.M ......................... Ladies #1: The Woman as Bible Teacher ...................................... Dorothy Steury 

Ladies #2: What a Woman Can Do to Help Evangelize ................ Irene Taylor 
Ladies #3: The Wives of Church Leaders ...................................... Marty Lyons 
Mens #1: The Christian Husband and Father ............................... Tom Bright 
Mens #2: Leadership in the Church .............................................. Howard Horton 

2:30P.M ......................... Bible Truth IS Absolute and Attainable ........................................... Tom Bright 
3:30 P.M ......................... Only True Worship PLEASES God ................................................ Ralph Steury 
4:30P.M ......................... Men in Sin ARE Lost ....................................................................... Keith Mosher 
5:30 P.M ......................... Man MUST Believe, Love, Obey Jesus in Order to Be Saved ........ Gary Henson 

SUNDAY 
9:30 A.M ........................ Problems and Needs ofToday's Homes ........................................... David Brown 
10:30 A.M ....................... There Is Only One Church ............................................................... Bruce Ligon 
11:30 A.M ....................... Lunch (On your own) 
2:30P.M ......................... There WILL Be a Judgment Day .................................................... Benny Moore 
3:30P.M ......................... Only ONE Reason for Divorce and Remarriage .............................. Ron Cosby 
4:30P.M ......................... Bible Passages Misused by Some Brethren ..... : ...................... " ........ Wayne Price 
5:30P.M ......................... Loving the Truth and Standing for It ................................................ Joe Gilmore 

Electrical hook-ups for RV units will be provided on the church property. A staffed nursery will be 
provided for all sessions. For more infonnation about housing, call (918) 682-6382. 

Cassette tapes and outline books will be available. 
COME AND ENJOY A GREAT WEEKEND OF BIBLE-CENTERED TEACHING 

Cliff Lyons, Director 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX76095-7876 
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' 'GOD-TALK'' VERSUS ''MAN-TALK'' 
By Earl Trimble 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIS{ 
2707 SO. LMiAR ST. 

Rubel Shelly recently presented a series offive lec
tures on the theme, "The Church in the 90's: The Challenge 
of Change." The place was the Richland Hills church in 
Fort Worth. 

One lecture was "How Will The Church Hear God?" 
He talked about "the role of scripture in developing a 
vision for the modern church .... We have to address three 
questions: What is the nature of scriptures? How do we 
determine the meaning? How do we do the application?" 

Shelly said of the Bible, "We affirm that it is the word 
ofGod.Scripture isalso thewordofman. ItwasGod'swill 
passed through to man. It was not their flawed opinions
not their ideas. But, when I say it is the word of man, I 
mean ... . When God speaks what is absolutely true and 
what is eternally relevant and binding; when he commu
nicates with us as human beings, he can't talk to us in God
talk, whatever that is. 

"God-talk is a level of communication that is so much 
higher, purer, direct. I don't know how Father, Son and 
Holy Spiritcommunicate, but I know they never miss each 
other's meaning ... .I do know that God-talk, God
communication, is pure and is at a level other than the way 
you and I talk. 

"Communication is tough. NotattheGod level, when 
God communicates with God, it's perfect and ifGodcould 
talk God-talk to us it would be great; it would be perfect; 
it would be direct. But you see, you and I cannot hear God
talk. We don't have the vocabulary. So if God speaks to 
us, how is he going to do it? He is going to use human 
language .... the Bible is in man-talk . ... the Bible is a 

DENVER. COLORAOO 80~Z 

human document as well as a divine document. Not in its 
origin, but in the vehicle, the language, in which it is 
communicated, and that creates a problem--for God, and 
forman. God can'ttalk pure God-talk in human language 
.. .. The Bible isthewordofGod, but it is thewordofman. 
God works in a medium beneath himself. He condescends 
to us, but works through a medium, that for us, we know, 
under the best of circumstances is challenging ... Scripture 
comes to us in the midst of a human culture." 

Shelly thinks God has a problem communicating his 
will to man. He points out that Paul's letters include "some 
things hard to be understood" (2 Pet. 3: 16). This does not 
mean God is unable to accurately reveal his will to man, 
even hard-to-be-understood things. 

The Bible says man can understand God's will: "And 
be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Rom. 
12:2). "How that by revelation was made known to me the 
mystery, as I wrote before in few words, whereby, when 
ye read, ye can perceive my understanding in the mystery 
of Christ" (Eph. 3:3-4). 

Jesus said, "Y e shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free" (John 8:32). Jesus said that heavenly 
wisdom (truth) revealed in man-talk is adequate to make 
us free. 

"For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth 
the wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought" 
(Amos 4:13). God did not have a problem giving his 
thought in human language to Amos. Neitherdoes hehave 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

RAPHA 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Rapha {pronounced Raw Paw) is a Hebrew word meaning "health" or 
"healing." The Baptists have a program calledRapha. The professed purpose 
is to provide psychiatric care for the mentallyill. It is, in truth, an evangelistic 
tool for the Baptist Church and a slick money-grubbing scheme. 

Robert S. McGee, the founder and president of Rapha, is a Baptist 
preacher. His biographical information sheet says he "accepted Christ as his 
personal Savior at age 6 in the First Baptist Church ofPanola, Oklahoma." 
He received a B.S. degree in Journalism from the University of Oklahoma, 
and an M.S. degree in Psychology from Oklahoma State University. 

He is a "formerstaffleader, Campus Crusade for Christ; Former student 
staffleader,Athletes inAction, Campus Crusade for Christ; Former Director 
of Counselling for Baptist Churches in Oklahoma and Texas; former staff 
counselor for Scope Ministries International; Founder and former director 
of the Pasadena Christian Counseling Center of the First Baptist Church of 
Pasadena, Texas; Former Director ofFamily Concern Division, Youth for 
Christ of Greater Houston; Former president of Christian Family Life 
Enrichment, Inc. (Second Baptist Church, where he now attends)." 

Mr., McGee is forty-five years old and has spent most of his adult life 
promoting evangelistic programs for the Baptist Church. He is the author of 
The Search for Significance, a book promoting the Baptist Church's brand 
of Calvinism. The book presses the following Baptist Church points of 
doctrine: 

ALL SINS, PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE were automatically 
forgivenwhenJesusdiedonthecross(SearchforSignificance, pages 53, 57, 
73, 98, 117, 133). This is fundamental to Baptist doctrine. The Bible says 
Jesus brings salvation to all men (Titus 2:11) and that he gave his life "a 
ransom for many" (Matt. 20:28), and he died for our sins (I Cor. 15:3 ). The 
Bible does not teach our sins were automatically forgiven when Jesus died, 
and all we do is accept his sacrifice. The scriptures teach that when one 
perfects his faith in obedience to the commands to repent and be baptized, 
his sins are washed away (Acts 2:38; 22: 16). If sins were automatically 
forgiven at the cross, th~y are not forgiven at baptism. Either Baptist 
teaching is correct, or the Bible is correct. 

FORGIVENESS IS UNCONDITIONAL (Search for Significance, 
pages 55, 68, 72, 79, 97, 98, 102, 129). McGee presses the wrong idea that 
forgiveness, grace and mercy are unconditional. This is crucial to Baptist 
doctrine. The Bible teaches there is something for man to do (Acts 2:40; 
Phil. 2: 12). The Baptists teach unconditional grace; the Bible teaches 
conditional grace. McGee says man need not obey the commands of God 



(pages 58 & 73). He also says baptism is an outward sign of an inward grace 
(page 22). 

FORGIVENESS IS AT THE POINT OF FAITH ONLY --before and 
without further acts of obedience (Search for Significance pages 27, 77, 88). 
McGee says faith and forgiveness are the supernatural acts of God (page 27). 
The Bible teaches faith alone does not save (James 2:24), and faith comes by 
hearing the word of God (Romans 10: 17). 

OUR SINS ARE TRANSFERRED TO CHRIST AND HIS RIGH
TEOUSNESS IS TRANSFERRED TO US (Search for Significance, pages 
53-54). TheBibleteachesweareactuallyrighteous because of our obedience 
to the commands of God (Luke 6:46-49). Our righteousness is not a play
like, or imputed, righteousness. God saves us, but his mercy and grace are 
conditional and require action on our part. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES UPON US in a direct, immediate and 
supernatural way to give wisdom separate and apart from the Word of God, 
and miraculously empowers us to obey God (Search for Significance, pages 
33, 35, 37, 70, 138, 162, 382-402). McGee applies John 14:26 and 16:13 to 
people living today. Jesus applied it only to the apostles. The Bible teaches 
the Bible alone is sufficient to make us perfect before God (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 
Either the Bible is all-sufficient and alone-sufficient, or it is not! 

A SAVED PERSON CANNOT FALL FROM GRACE--once saved 
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listie plan that operates under the guise of serving the 
mentally ill. 

Sharon Gadd of Rapha says the book Search For 
Significance is the basic teaching of the program. She says 
its teaching is used to treat people with alcohol, drug, or 
emotional problems and those who face a crisis. The irony 
is that churches of Christ are recruiting people for 
Rapha, and Rapha teaches them Baptist theology. 

Mrs. Gadd says the Rapha counsellors handle 3,000 
calls per month in the Houston market alone and hospi
talize 300 of these callers. Rapha nets $20,000.00 per 
hospitalization, or$6,000,000.00permonth. They operate 
in twenty-two major cities. 

If they do as well in each market as they do in Houston, 
theynet$132,000,000.00permonth,or$1,584,999,999.00 
per year. That is big business--over a billion and half each 
year. TheBiblespeaksofthosewhowouldmakemerchan
dise of you. When I asked Mrs. Gadd how Rapha funds 
their elaborate program, she answered, "Oh, we are a for
profit organization. "They certainly are! We have some in 
the church who promote the idea that churches of Christ 
are just another denomination among many denomina
tions. If true, we are blundering away our time and ought 
to join up with the nearest Baptist Church, or maybe 
Catholic Church. If it is not true, we ought to keep the 
distinction clear. Box 690192 

4 

Houston, TX77269-0192 
(713)469-3102 
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New Book on the work of the Holy Spirit 
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by Marion R. Fox 

Thoroughly researched 
420pages 

Hardback edition 
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(OK. residents include 7.4% sales tax= $1.03/book.) 
10% discount for orders of 5 or more. 
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"God-Talk" Versus "Man-Talk'~ 
(continued from page 1) 

a problem telling us saving truth and passing to us his 
thoughts. 

"If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the 
teaching" (John 7: 17). Man's failure to understand in
spiredrevelation is not because God is limited, but because 
man does not have aright attitude toward God's word. The 
parable of the sower teaches that the condition of the 
human heart limits the effectofthe seed, which is the word 
of God in man-talk. 

TheproblemisnotbecauseGodcannotpreciselygive 
in human language a precise statement, but because "this 
people's heart is waxed gross, And their ears are dull of 
hearing, And their eyes they have closed; Lest haply they 
should perceive with their eyes, And hear with their ears, 
And understand with their heart, And should tum again, 
And I should heal them" (Matt. 13:15). 

10121 Luella 
El Paso, TX 79925 

(Editor's note: It is scandalous for a teacher of God's 
word to say that God's thoughts in God-talk are pure and 
imply that those same thoughts expressed by God in 
earthly voice are polluted. It is equally shocking for 
disciples to listen to such claptrap and make no protest. 
What ever happened to receiving "the word with all 
readiness of the mind, examining the Scriptures daily, 
whether these things were so" (Acts 17:11)? One made 
wise by revelation said, "The law of Jehovah is perfect, 
restoring the soul: The testimony of Jehovah is sure, 
making wise the simple. The precepts of Jehovah are right, 
rejoicing the heart: The commandment of Jehovah is pure, 
enlightening the eyes" (Psalms 19:7-8). David is talking 
about inspired writing in human language and says it is 
perfect, sure, right, and pure. It is perilous to say that God 
attempts to do something but cannot do it. To say God 
cannot speak to humans in understandable language 
denies the ability and power of God. If God cannot do 
what he undertakes to do, he is not God. We call on bro
ther Shelly to repent! Every God-breathed writing is 
sufficient to make the man of God peifect (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 
It is God's power to save (Rom. 1: 16). ''He that hath ears, 
let him hear"--Dobbs). 



GRACE AND WORKS 
By Bill Haberman 

Some in the church have a denominational view of 
Ephesians 2:8-9. I do not question their sincerity, but their 
understanding and knowledge. A clear statement of their 
position is, "We do not contribute one whit to our salva
tion." (Rubel Shelly, quoted in Yokefellow, vol. 18, no. 4, 
page3). 

They take "not of works" as the "thunderbolt" that 
destroys any otherunderstandingofthepassage. Salvation 
comes, they teach, by grace only. lf"we do not contribute 
one whit to our salvation," then there is nothing for man 
to do. He is entirely passive in the salvation process, and 
God is the sole actor. If anyone is saved, itthe independent 
act of God. If anyone is lost, it is God's fault and he alone 
is to blame. 

In the scriptures, grace is referred to in past tense. Titus 
2:11 says, "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men." Grace happened for all men. 
The grace referred to by Paul in Titus 2:11 is not something 
that comes to each saved man as the future unfolds, but it 
is some past favor. The apostle points back to the cross 
when the lamb ofGoddied for the sins of the world. If there 
is nothing for man to do, then salvation is universal, 
because Jesus died for all. 

Notice, in Ephesians 2:8, "For by grace are ye saved 
.... " This blends with the revealed expression of divine 
sovereignty. God creates a plan. He created a process of 
salvation. Grace reveals the plan to all men to either 
receive or reject through faith. 

The "obedience of faith" assumes a sovereign God. He 
established a plan and determined that those submitting 
to the plan receive salvation. If God has a plan, he follows 
that plan. 

A plan of salvation affirms the free will of man. God 
does not ban free will. He grants it. The plan of salvation 
shows that those who follow the plan "shall be saved" 
(Mark 16:16). Man cannot compel God to save him by 
works of obedience. Salvation is "not of works lest any 
man should boast." The plan came from God's will and not 
by man's works. 

Paul did not want men to think they had done some 

great thing by which they forced God to save them. 
Salvation is by grace (the plan made known--Titus 2:11-
12). It is also by submission to God. Elsewhere Paul calls 
it "obedience of faith" (Rom. 16:26). The saved man 
works no miracle (do not boast) but submits to God's plan 
of salvation by grace (Rom. 10: 16-17). 

Those who abuse Ephesians 2:8-9 make "not of 
works" mean any works--any doings. This takes the 
passageoutofits Biblical context and promotes what Paul 
condemns. They accuse the Bible of teaching salvation 
by works when it only teaches God's plan of salvation, 
which really declares salvation by grace. Paul says our 
salvation is by grace through faith. Saving faith requires 
obedience to every law of God (James 2: 14-26). W ~do not 
obeyourownp1anofsalvation butGod'splanofsalvation 
revealed by his grace. Therefore there is no boasting. 

Truth is the word of God understood. God's sovereign 
will still says, "I have a pIan." God grace is in that pIan. 
Jesus is the Saviour of the church (Eph. 5:23). We are 
individually saved as we conform to the plan. God saves 
the body--the church. He is a corporate savior and not a 
personal saviour. 

P.O.Box477 
Buras, LA 77041 

Definitive Set on Hermeneutics! 
''RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD'' 

Volume 11--Special Hermeneutics 
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The ebb andflowofsocial change is common. As the John 4:20-24 gives the standard for Christian worship. 
church of our Lord meets these currents, she must Here Jesus made clear three vital elements of acceptable 

sort out and know which changes are permissible and worship--the proper object of worship (God); the proper 
which threaten spiritual standing in God's sight. One motiveorattitudeofourworship(inspirit);andtheproper 
current that is eroding the shores of the 20th century authority for our worship (truth). 
celestial city (Matt. 5:14; Heb. 12:22) is the variation Fora worship practice to be pleasing to God, it must 
advocated concerning church music. be rooted and centered in truth. That is, the specific acts of 

The church has done a good job of reaffirming the the worship activity must conform to the specific direc-
New Testament message that religious music must be tionswhichGodhasgivenforconductingthoseacts. They 
vocal. Yet, as is ~~~~~~~~~~~~~=~~=~~==~~~==~~ must be based 

· A Word ·.of Warning: 
MUSJCALINNOVATIONS , 

Among the Churches of Christ 
BY Oave Miller 

upon what God 
has revealed. 
They must be 
divinely autho
rized(Isa. 8:20; 
Matt. 21 :23; 
Acts 4:7; Col. 
3:17). 

The follow

often the case 
with human be
ings, new gen
erations push 
for "some new 
thing." The re
sult is usually a 
strange blend of 
the old ideas 
with new and ing Bible verses 
progressive ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ provethmGod 
ideas~ Rather than completely abandoning the past, a deals with humans in this manner: Gen. 4:3-7; 6:14-22; 
mixingmayoccurinwhichthelatestandnewestfadsare Ex. 39:42-43; Lev. 10:1-3; 1 Sam. 13:8-14; 15; 2 Kgs. 
simply absorbed into what remains of the past. 22:11-13; 23:3; 2 Chron. 26:18; 1 Cor. 4:6; Gal.l:6-7; I 

Likemostinnovationsofman, the latest variations in Pet. 4:11; 2 Jn. 9-11; Rev. 22:18. 
chmch music have not arisen because of a carefully Regarding the kind of music God has specified in 
researched attempt to understand the will of God. Such worship, Eph. 5: 19 and Col. 3: 16 give explicit elements: 
deviations have come from following impulses. In other 1. An assembly is required since Paul is describing a 
words, "we like it," "it feels right," "it sounds good," "it's "one to another" situation. You cannot "speak to your-
cool," and "we're going to do it this way because we want selves" unless all of the selves are present together. 
to." 2. Everyone, the whole group, is to do this "speaking" 

Churches of Christ reject the use of instrumental and"singing."Speaking,singing,andmakingmelodyare 
music in favor of the scriptural instruction to use vocal all present active nominative masculine plural. Every 
music in worship. Yet, in our exuberance to resist the person must sing. The entire assembly must participate 
unbiblical innovation of the mechanical instrument, we simultaneously. 
seem to have left our younger members with a serious 3. The phrase "to yourselves" {KN) or "one to an-
misimpression. Theyrecognizethenecessityofrejecting other" (ASV) is a reciprocal, reflexive pronoun. It refers 
the mechanical instrument but are confused about the totheinterchangeofaction.Inotherwords,yousingtome 
parameters of divinely-authorized vocal music. So, we see while I sing to you. There is no authority for me to sing to 
demonstrations of every kind of vocal expression, as well you while you sit and listen in silence. Therefore solos and 
as the incorporation of nonvocal expression which avoids choirs are excluded from the worship God describes in the 
the use of the mechanical instrument. New Testament. 

God has spoken to us in written form on the pages of There are different kinds of music, but God is very 
the Bible. He expects us to know exactly what he requires specific about the kind he expects in worship. He has not 
us to do, what he forbids us to do, and where we are free only specified vocal as distinct from nonvocal; he also 
to do as we please. specified thekindofvocal--verbal that has words that can 
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be spoken, sung, and understood (See 1 Cor. 14:15). 
All nonvocal forms of music, such as snapping the 

fingers or clapping the hands, are not authorized by God 
any more than are mechanical instruments. All vocal 
variations that are not verbal, lyrical, meaningful words 
are unauthorized in worship of God. 

It's not easy to stand against the majority. It's not easy 
to set aside one's own preferences to adopt God's prefer
ences. Much of what is being practiced musically in the 

brotherhood today is exciting, enjoyable, and aesthetically 
appealing. Still, we dare not allow the alluring, appealing 
attraction of the moment to obscure a transparent under
standing of spiritual reality. How serious are we about 
conforming to the specified will of God? 

P.O. Box 210667 
Bedford, TX76095 

Fp 

(Editor's note: The following is an article that appeared in the Nashville Banner recently. One dear brother 
expressed dismay that of all the gospel preachers and elders in the area, not one lifted his voice to protest the slanted 
reporting in the Nashville papers about the church. Thank God for sister Bruce Wilson, who had the love of truth, 
righteousness, and the eternal kingdom to voice a protest.) 

''Reform'' 
Not Needed in the Church of Christ 

By Mrs. Bruce Wilson 

Both of our daily newspapers have been giving an 
abundance of attention and printed space to certain groups 
that claim to speak for the churches of Christ. 

June 13, The Tennessean- An article quotes "four male 
church professionals" as saying "Christians should re
examine the biblical notion of female submission." A 
"Church of Christ" panel says "Rigidly conservative 
churches encourage incest and pornography" --the argu
ment being that restriction and discipline of behavior lead 
to rebellion and self-indulgence. 

Just like the nation in general, this group seems to be 
obsessed and absorbed by sex. 

The church of Christ has no church professionals, no 
church panels, no boards, no national head or headquar
ters. 

Christ is the head of the church; his will as found in the 
New Testament our creed. 

July 5, Nashville Banner--An article on divorce and 
remarriage reports "the church body is rethinking the issue 
of remarriage." 

Christ's law on that is so clearly stated, it cannot be 
misunderstood or "rethought." 

July 6, Nashville Banner--Speakers are quoted as 
asserting "the Church of Christ may have to change some 
of its ways to reach the lost." 

The way is set by Christ and cannot be changed by 
men or angels (Galatians 1 :8). 

July 7, The Tennessean--An article contains this 
quotation: "When communities are biracial, the local 
church should reflect that diversity." Since being a Chris
tian and the place of worship are individual choices, how 
would that be accomplished? Quotas in the church? 

As in Egypt "there arose a new king who knew not 
Joseph," there has arisen a new generation that is unaware 
of the fmancial and spiritual help white churches and 
individuals have given black churches and individuals. 
Neither do they seem to have any knowledge of the battles 
fought and won against the "doctrine and commandments 
of men" (Matthew 15:9; Mark 7:7). 

Re-examining, rethinking, restructuring the church is 
going beyond what is written, which is "sufficient for all 
good works" (II Timothy 3: 16). 

Oh, the wisdom of young reformers, who are so much 
wiser than God. 

549 Moncrief 
Goodletsville, TN 3 7072 

(Editor's note: A very special thanks to brother 
Tommy Exum for calling this to our attention.) 
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LETTER FROM CHOATE 

Dr. J. E. Choate, noted historian, respected educator, 
capable writer, and faithful gospel preacher has furnished 
us with some interesting information about how the church 
goes in the Nashville area. Middle Tennessee has long been 
a stronghold of the church. However, many of the congre
gations in the last few years have departed from the faith. 
Liberalism has stolen the march under the leadership of 
Rubel Shelly and other like-minded men. 

Brother Choate sent a couple ofNashville newspaper 
uticles reporting that one congregation in the area, the 
Hendersonville church, terminated Ken Dye as its preacher 
because ofhis liberal views. The associate minister, Allen 
Mann, according to the newspaper, resigned because of the 
dismissal ofDye and has started a competing congregation, 
or, in the words of the reporter, he split the Hendersonville 
church. 

Two Texas congregations have recently been divided 
by two preachers, Bill Swetmon and Randy Mayeaux, 
because the preachers pushed liberal views denying the 
sufficiency and authority of the Bible alone. 

These broad-mindedand faithless preachers, so full of 
love and sweetness, divide the bodyofChrist, if they cannot 
have their way. "The works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these .... enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, 
divisions, parties, envyings .... and such like; of which I 
forewarn you, even as I did forewarn you, that they who 
practise such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." 

It is a sad day for faithful followers of Christ. God
deniers, Bible haters, and unbelievers are out to ruin what 
they cannot rule. A few years ago, when William Reedy 
and Carl Etterturnedagainstthe church, Grover Cleveland 
Brewer took pen in hand and administered a stinging 
rebuke of the two traitors in a booklet that bore the title "As 
Touching Those Who Were Once Enlightened." 

Brother Brewer complained that Reedy and Etter "treat 
the church as a denomination, use the expression church of 
Christ in a denominational sense and assume--nay, they 
charge--that it is a small, narrow sect." Shades ofOlbricht, 
Collier, Casey, Shelly, Hughes, Weed, Allen and their 
partners in fmding fault with the church today! G. C. 
Brewer understood the teaching of the Bible about the 
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nature of the church. He wrote, "Therefore the followers 
of Christ, Christians, regenerated or saved persons com
posethe church. We read that God added to the church day 
bydaythosethatwerebeingsaved(Acts2;47). Since this 
was done each day as they were saved--the same day they 
were saved--it follows that no saved person ever re
mainedoutofthe church overnight. The idea therefore of 
being a saved person, a Christian, and not being in the 
church is not only unscriptural, it is absurd .... Since the 
church is the body of Christ and Christians are severally 
members thereof it is inevitable thatthe body includes all 
its members, and therefore includes all Christians, of 
course. Since the church is the household of God, it must 
include all of the children of God . . . . Sects and 
sectarianism are condemned in the Scriptures, not only in 
the strong admonitions for all saints to be perfectly joined 
together in one mind and one judgment and in the severe 
denunciations of divisions but also in the very use of the 
term sect and its reprobation. ' 

Brother Choate's letter follows: 
August 22, 1991 
Dear Brother Dobbs, 

I am enclosing copies of articles from this morning's 
newspaper. I would file this under the category of the 
"first fruits" ofRubel Shelly's orchestrated "new restora
tion" movement to throw the traditional and conserva
tive churches of Christ into turmoil by means of his 
"cui tic" proclamations. 

In the early 1900s, when the Christian Church made 
their move to invade and take over the conservative 
churches ofChrist, David Lipscomb wrote that the sooner 
they are identified, the church of Christ would be the 
stronger for it. 

The terminology" digressive" was the label assigned 
to them. They chose to call themselves "progressives." 
Rubel Shelly fancies himself as a "latter day" Alexander 
Campbell who would re-shape and change the direction 
of the churches ofChrist. Once they begin to explain what 
they mean by what they are saying, the better. I have a 
personal curiosity for them to list what they mean by the 
"essentials" of the gospel. The idea surfaced during the 



recent Christian Scholarship Conference which tried to 
float the idea. I, for one, put the question to Jerry Sumney 
if there was another doctrine more plainly taught in the 
gospel than Christian baptism. His answer was the usual 
fare of talking all around the subject and to leave the whole 
matter up in the air. Edward Fudge's comments reminded 
me of the charismatic rhetoric ofRubel, designed to please 
just about everybody who holds to this "essential" and 
another, to a different "essential." 

I think the leaders of the Christian Scholars Confer
ence, e. g., Thomas Olbricht, Gary Collier, and Mike 
Casey who fancy themselves as the leaders of the new 
hermeneutic have already said all they need to say to fit 
into the strategy to take over as many of the churches of 
Christ as they are able. 

On hope. 37141/2 Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 

(Editor's note: We expect to print more from brother 
Choate's pointed pen in the November issue of the Firm 
Foundation--Dobbs). 

Correction 
Dear brother Dobbs, 

Thank you for featuring the beautiful Post-Dated 
PrayerofCharlesR. Brewer in the excellent August issue 
of the Firm Foundation. My father, H. Clyde Hale, and 
Charles Brewer married sisters, Christine and Robbie, 
daughters of Dr. J. S. Ward, cofounder, teacher and past 
president ofNashville Bible School which became David 
Lipscomb University. 

One correction, however, is in order. Uncle Charlie 
never had a" dread disease" as stated in your publication. 
Hewasenjoyingveryexcellenthealthwhenhewrotethe 
poem. He died as a result of an automobile accident. 

We especially applaud your article What Are We 
Going to Do About This? It is encouraging to me to know 
that many are trying to do something. As my Dad used 
to say, "You need not expect me to roll over and play dead 
dog." 

Sincerely, 
s/Rosalyn Boyd (Mrs. James W. Boyd) FF 
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The Nonconversion of Felix 
By J. W. McGarvey 

"Go thy way for this time, and when I have convenient 
season, I will call thee unto me" (Acts 24:25). 

I have previously traced the inspired accounts of the 
conversion to Christ of four different persons, widely 
separated from one another in space and character. The ftrst 
was the Jewish treasurer of the Queen of Ethiopia. The 
second was an officer in the Roman army, located at the time 
in Caesarea. The third was a pious business woman in 
Philippi of Macedonia, on the continent of Europe. The 
fourth, Saul ofTarsus, was the fiery persecutor of the Church. 

We will now consider a man of whom we are safe in 
saying that God laid plans of the same kind and brought to 
bear the same kind of influences for his salvation; but that 
resulted in a failure. The man was left in his unregenerate 
state and so passed on to eternity. 

We will try to discover why it is that the same divine 
influences, the same workings of divine providence and 
grace that saved the other four, failed to save him. 

Let us first then consider the man as he was before the 
Gospel was brought to him. Felix, before he was appointed 
GovemorofJ udea, was a slave; he was one ofthe household 
slaves of Agrippina, the mother of Claudius, then the 
reigning Emperor. 

A slave in a heathen court, where his mistress was a 
heathen woman, where all his associates were heathen, and 
where all the vices that have ever been known were ripe and 
rank, had very little chance to cultivate a good character. He 
became a favorite of Claudius Caesar, the son of his 
mistress, who elevated Felix from the position of slave to the 
head of a province inhabited by the ancient people of God. 

He fell into company with Drusi lla, the young and very 
beautiful wife of Aziz, the king ofEmesa. The latter ruled 
over an insignificant kingdom, lying between Palestine and 
the desert. Drusilla was the oldest child of that Herod who 
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beheaded the apostle James, shut up Peter in prison 
intending to kill him, murdered the soldiers from whom 
Peter escaped, and then died by the hand of an angel. She 
was an elder sister of King Agrippa. Bad blood. 

Having becomeenamoredofthis woman, Felix went 
deliberately to work, by means of a sorcerer whom he 
made his go-between, to entice her from her husband. 
She, being filled with the passions that characterized all 
the Herods, love of power and love of gold, was per
suaded to abandon her humble husband for the more 
lucrative position of wife of a procurator. 

Tacitus, one of the fairest minded of all the Roman 
historians, says that Felix, "with all manner of severity 
and lust, exercised the authority of a king with the spirit 
of a slave." In those few words, this great writer attempts 
to depict the character of his administration of the 
government. 

The story in our text sustains this judgment of the 
historian. It was for the purpose of extorting money from 
Paul that he held h.im in prison for two whole years after 
he had become perfectly satisfied that Paul was innocent 
of any crime and ought to be set at liberty. 

This is the character whose attempted conversion to 
Jesus we are to consider. A great contrast to that good 
Ethiopian eunuch, who, as he rode along the public 
highway, wasreadingthewordofGod. A great contrast 
to that Roman soldier, who was a devout man, who 
feared God with all his house, and prayed to God always. 
A great contrast to Lydia, who, when the Sabbath day 
dawned in a heathen city, left her place of business and 
spentthedayon the riverbank outside the city, with other 
women, in prayer. And, even a greater contrast with Saul 
ofTarsus, who, though a bloodypersecutorofthechurch 
of God, was able to declare that he did it in all good 



conscience and thought his duty to God required it. 
Here is a man, in contrast to all these, who is thor

oughly corrupt in his private life and thoroughly corrupt 
in his administration of the government that has been 
entrusted to him. 

This heathen, Felix, with all the corruptions and 
abominations in which he lives, may never be expected to 
go where he will hear the gospel. Will not some preacher 
dare go to him? Not likely. Who would force himself 
into the presence of such a man to present to him the gos
pel of righteousness and peace and everlasting life? How 
poor the opportunity then for such a man as Felix to have 
a fair chance for his salvation. But God was determined to 
leave even him without excuse! The Saviour said to the 
apostles, "Y e shall be brought before governors and kings 
and councils for my name's sake, for a testimony to them 
and to the Gentiles." 

It was a part of the divine purpose and plan to allow 
faithful men of God to be brought before such rulers, in 
order that they might have an opportunity to present to 
them the story of Christ. 

While Felix was at Caesarea, managing the affairs of 
the government and indulging his lusts, the apostle was in 
Jerusalem. Enemies, seeing him in the temple, stirred up 
theviolentpassionsofamob, whoseizedhimanddragged 
him out through the gate, intending to put him to death. 

The uproar attracted the attention of the chief captain 
in the castle overlooking the temple court, who, rushing 
down with a body ofRoman soldiers, rescued him, crying 
out, "What has this man done?" The mob did not know. 
Some cried one thing and some cried another; so the 
Roman officer was uncertain what might be the charge 
against him. He orders the soldiers to rush him up into the 
castle. 

Paul sayed to the chief captain, "Wilt thou not permit 
metospeaktothepeople?" Atthatrequest,hewasallowed 
to address the mob. When the sermon ended, the chief 
captain ordered the centurion to take Paul inside the castle 

' tie him to the whipping post, and scourge him until he 
confesseed the crime with which he was charged. Such a 
procedure was common in the Roman Empire. 

As they were strapping him to the whipping post, he 
said, "Is it lawful for thee to scourge a Roman citizen?" 
Immediately the centurion hurried into the inner room 
where the chief captain is, and said, "Take heed whatthou 
doest to this man. He is a Roman." 

The captain said to Paul, "Art thou a Roman?" 
"lam." 
"For a large sum of money," he said, "I obtained this 

freedom." 
"But I was born free." Those who were about to 

scourge him left, and the centurion was alarmed and 
frightened, because he had come so near scourging a 
Roman citizen. Still, he did not know what to do with Paul. 

To determine the matter, he ordered the Jewish 
Sanhedrin to investigate Paul in his presence, so he might 
determine whether to keep the man a prisoner. The 
proceedings ended in a brawl between the Sadducees and 
Pharisees that Paul stirred up on purpose to prevent them 
from doing him injustice. He ordered the soldiers to take 
the man back to the castle. Now, what could he do? 

Paul learned that forty men of the Jews had bound 
themselves under a curse to neither eatnordrink until they 
had killed him. They requested the chief captain, Lysias, 
to send Paul down again tomorrow, that they may inquire 
more particularly about him. They were lying in wait to 
kill him. 

The chief captain, learning of the plot, sent Paul to 
Caesarea to Feliz. He wrote a letter telling Feliz about the 
prisoner, and all he could say against him was, "I do not 
find him accused of any such thing as I supposed--nothing 
that is worthy of death or of bonds." 

Felix ordered the Jews to come to Caesareaandaccuse 
the prisoner. The prisoner-preacher would shortly have 
the opportunity to teach the gospel to Felix. 

His accusers came down, and there was a trial of the 
case. Felix learned from the trial little except the same 
thing that Lysias had learned, that there was nothing 
charged against Paul to justify imprisonment or death. 
Then his duty was to set him free. 

Why didn't he set him free? The fact that he did not is 
explained by a single remark made by Paul in the course 
ofhis defense. In order to explain how he happened to be 
in Jerusalem, he said to Felix, "After many years, I came 
up to Jerusalem to bring alms and offerings to my people." 

That caught the ear of Felix. This man came to 
Jerusalem to bring money to feed the poor people of the 
country. Hemusthavesomewayof getting money in large 
quantities. If he could raise money to feed a nation, how 
easy it would be for him to raise a large sum to get himself 
out of prison; "I will keep him until I get a good fat fee to 
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release him." Felix ordered Paul into the presence of 
himself and Drusilla. Paul was to preach on the faith in 
Christ, but he could take any part of the whole range of 
the faith that he thinks best. What topic did he take? The 
sennon had three heads. The first was righteousness; the 
second, self-control; the third, the judgment to come. 

Preach on righteousness to such a man and such a 
woman! On self-control! Onthejudgmenttocome! Who 
wouldhavethoughtit?Whatmodernpreacherwouldhave 
selected a subject which Felix must have regarded as a 
personal reflection and which Drusilla might have re
garded as an insult to a lady? 

Somehow those ancient apostles and preachers and 
those old prophets of Judea of whom we read in the Old 
Testament always addressed themselves to their audi
ences. They never stood up before on audience and began 
to speak of the sins and the crimes and the follies of 
somebody the other side of the river. If they spoke of 
sins, it was the sins of the persons they were addressing. If 
they spoke of the eternal judgment, it was to make those 
whom they were addressing realize the terrors of it. 

When Paul spoke of righteousness, there was a con
trast between that which he set forth and everything that 
characterized the life of both of his auditors. When he 
spoke of self-control, he condemned them at every word; 
and when he carried them forward to the day when God 
will judge all men in righteousness, condemning the 
wicked and saving only those who are redeemed by the 
blood of Christ, what a fearful picture that was! 

Some preachers in our day do not believe in preaching 
the judgment. They are afraid, apparently, that they will 
scare somebody into the kingdom ofheaven. But there are 
some men who will never get there unless they are badly 
scared. A bold, daring, wicked man, trampling God's laws 
under his feet day after day, and moving on in defiance of 
earth and heaven in his wicked course, can be checked by 
nothing except the terrors of the judgment. 

What was the effect of this sermon on Felix? You 
would naturally suppose that the effect would be to throw 
himintoarage. That is the effectithas on some men to have 
their sins pointed out, and pressed down hard and severely 
and earnestly upon them. You would expect he would 
order Paul back to his prison in a fearful fit of anger and 
resentment. No! He did not do that. 

Felix was terrified. When his guilty soul ran back over 
the course ofhis life, and the ghosts of all the awful crimes 
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ofhis career stood up with glaring eyes before him, and 
he thought of the eternal judgment that was coming, and 
of a righteous God condemning him to the fate he de
served, he would have been made of iron ifhe had not been 
terrified. There is not a wicked man on this earth who 
would not be terrified, ifhe were made by some circum
stance to face his sins and the eternal judgment. It is 
because they hate to be terrified that they are not well 
pleased when the preacher presses such themes upon 
them. It must be done, or they will go on to perdition 
without warning. 

Felix was terrified. How strikingly like the condition 
ofthepeoplewho heard Peter's first sermon on Pentecost. 
He bore down on their souls and their consciences by his 
story of the Lord Jesus Christ, until he reached the point 
where he said, "God hath made that sameJestis whom you 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ;" and such was the 
effect upon their consciences that they cried out, "Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?" They were terrified. 

Felix was brought to the very point and state of feeling 
as the three thousand who were saved on the day of 
Pentecost. God put no difference between him and them. 
He did all for Felix that he had done forth em, but there the 
lines of the two parted. 

They cried out, "What shall we do?" Peter told them 
what to do, and they did it. When Felix was terrified, 
instead of crying out, "Oh, Paul, what shall I do?" he 
summoned up sufficient nerve to command his voice, 
perhaps with a calm tone, and perhaps with a kindly 
expressioninit, "Gothywayforthistime,andwhenihave 
a convenient season, I will call thee unto me." 

That meant, "Paul, I see the direction to which your 
speech would carry me. I see the course that it would have 
me take, but it is not convenient to do it today." And was 
notthattrue?Whenhethoughtofthisguiltywomanbyhis 
side, whom he had seduced away from her husband and 
that to go in the way Paul would have him go, would be to 
cast her off, it was not a very convenient thing to do. 

How often today men, in pursuing a wicked course, 
have gotten themselves tied up in alliances and forms of 
iniquity that they do not feel able to break when their 
consciences tell them they ought to serve the Lord. And all 
of those other wicked habits--how inconvenient to break 
them all off at once! 

Did youeveraskyourselfwhataconvenientseason is? 
Why, of course, it is a season when you can do a thingjust 



as easily as not. When a friend asks you to do something, 
if convenient, you answer: "Oh, yes; it is entirely conve
nient. No trouble at all." Do you suppose a convenient 
season ever comes to a wicked, bad man? I don't. If a 
man has trampled God's laws under his feet and defied 
heaven and the rights of his fellow men and shown 
himself an abandoned wretch, he ought to go through 
some fearful agony--some godly sorrow. 

He deserves it. He ought not to expect to get out of it 
justaseasilyassittingdownwhenyouaretired. "Perfectly 
convenient to do it." I do not believe God will ever allow 
a man of that kind to have a convenient season to repent. 
He will always find, ifhe repents at all, that he must do it 
at a sacrifice--with struggles and pain and trouble. 

Did the convenient season ever come to Felix? Week 
after week, month after month, year after year, till two 
years were gone, Paul lingered in that prison, when he 
ought to have been a free man preaching the Gospel and 
saving hundreds and thousands; but the convenient season 
did not come. 

Felix sent for him and conversed with him again and 
again, but it was inconvenient to repent. He wanted some 
money from him that he might let him go free. After two 
years, Felix left the province because accusations had been 
brought against him at Rome. He was disgraced and 
banishedtowhatwasthencalledGaul--now France. There 
he died, and the convenient season never came. 

Once face to face with the apostle he heard him preach 
until terrified; but because it was not convenient to turn 
to the Lord, he would not do it and he went to hell. 

(Editor's note: ThegraceofGodappearedto Cornelius, 
Lydia, the eunuch, Saul, and Felix. Some were saved and 
one was lost. The grace of God appears to all men. Some 
accept and obey it to the salvation of their immortal souls, 
and others judge themselves unworthy of eternal life by 
rejecting the message and thrusting it from them. This is 
a magnificent lesson on the grace of God. It was first 
presented as a sermon in Louisville, Kentucky, in 189 3. It 
was reprinted by G. H. P. Showalter in the 1940's. We now 
reprint a digest ofthe reprint. It is a story that never grows 
old. ''Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their /abors;for their works follow with them "----Dobbs). 

A. G. Hobbs 
1909-1991 

Brother A. G. Hobbs, a preacher and writer, passed 
from this life on May 28, 1991, at age 82. Memorial 
services were held at the Handley congregation in Fort 
Worth, Texas, on May 30, with Toney Smith and Robert 
Dodson officiating. 

One look at his well-worn Bible gave proof of his 
devotion to things that are more excellent. He began 
preachingin 1929atagetwenty.Inadditiontolocalchurch 
work in Florida, Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, Indiana, 
and Texas, he held evangelistic meetings in many states. 
Fifty-three years ago, as a young preacher in Borger, 
Texas, he wrote his first tract and distributed copies house 
to house in the community. This began his career of 
writing the "little blue booklets" forwhichhewasknown. 

Survived by his wife, Luceil, whom he married in 
1933; by his daughter, Carmanetta Houpt ofFort Worth; 
by two grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; four 
brothers and two sisters, he has found that perfect place of 
quiet rest. F 
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Feed __ _ 
My __ 

Sheep ___ By M. L. sexton 

In the Old Testament God is called the Shepherd of 
Israel (Psalm 80:1 ). His people are called his flock (Psalm 
74:1). Tounderstandthismetaphor, wemustconsiderhow 
shepherds tend their sheep. The safety of the sheep 
depended upon the vigilance of the shepherd. There is the 
perpetual danger of 

/ 

flash floods, wolves 

.... but they said, we will not walk therein" (Jer. 6: 16). 
They did not listen to God's law but rejected it (Jer. 

6: 19). As a result, God would not accept their burnt 
offerings nor their sacrifices (Jer. 6:20). They were told, 
"Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you 

to dwell in this place" 
" (Jer. 7:3). They trusted 

and robbers, scanty 
streams and parch
ing thirst. 

From among the elders some inlyingwords(Jer. 7:8), 
and the fruit of their 
evil thoughts was 
brought upon them. 
They lost their country 
and ended up as slaves 
in Babylon. 

The shepherd 
figure is familiar to 
theBiblestudent, but 
most Westerners 
cannot fill the term 
with its best mean-

would come "speaking perverse 

things to draw away disciples 

after them." (Acts 20:30) 
The false shepherds 

/ fed and clothed them
~==================================~ ~ ing. They must have selves and did not at

tend to the afflictions ofthepeople. With force and cruelty, 
they ruled them (Ezek. 34:21 ). Through their negligence 
the people were scattered and became prey to false teach
ers. God condemned them for mistreating the flock. 

knowledge of the mountain districts, the land and plains, 
and the shepherd's involvement in providing protection, 
pasture and water. 

The flock also needs close care and watch in sickness, 
bad weather, and time of new-born lambs. Hence the 
statement "He shall feed his flock like a shepherd; he shall 
gather the lambs with his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young" 
(Isa. 40: II). 

David was a shepherd and could relate to the image of 
a shepherd and his sheep--and make the application to God 
and his children (Psalm 23 ). Other prophets made this 
application to both Jehovah as the chief shepherd and 
hwnan leaders as shepherds under him (Ezek. 34). 

Corrupt shepherds led the Jews into apostasy (Ezek. 
34). Kings, priests, and prophets became selfish. "Woe be 
to the shepherds oflsrael that do feed themselves! should 
not the shepherd feed the flock?" (Ezek. 34: 1-2). 

These shepherds would not follow God--the great 
Shepherd. He pleaded with them to return to "the old paths 
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God promised Israel he would set up one shepherd to 
be prince among them (Ezek. 34:22-24). This one shep
herd would be "called Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty 
God, the everlasting Father, thePrinceofPeace" (Isa. 9:6). 

He would be given "a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people" (Dan. 2:44). God's throne is in heaven, and his 
wordissettledinheaven(John 18:36-37). God'swillisto 
be done on earth as it is done in heaven (Matt. 6: 1 0). Those 
who refuse to accept his teaching will be damned (Mark 
16:16). 

Jesus is the chief Shepherd--the good Shepherd (1 
Peter 5:4; John 10:11). Once after his resurrection Jesus 
said to the apostle Peter, "Feed my lambs," and twice he 
said, "Feed my sheep" (John 21: 15-17). 

The elders of the church are called shepherds ( 1 Peter 



5: 1-4) and have the awesome responsibility of feeding the 
church the spiritual food that it must have in order to grow 
in thefaith(Acts 20:28-32). Unfortunately, there are elders 
in the church who do not have an adequate knowledge of 
the Bible and are unable to discern between truth and error 
(Heb. 5: 12-14). From among the elders some would arise 
"speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them" (Acts 20:30). 

The under-shepherds on earth must faithfully follow 
the chief shepherd. Jesus is the author of eternal salvation 
unto "all them that obey him" (Heb. 5 :9). The shepherd
eldermustwatchfully care for souls for which the precious 
blood of Christ was shed. The care for the flock is a most 
solemn, sacred charge, and those who take on this respon
sibility must crush out of their hearts worldly ambitions, as 
well as the lust for power and pre-eminence. There is no 
place in God's kingdom for the proud, for pride means 
rebellion, and rebellion is the very essence of sin; and sin 
brings misery, ruin, and death. "God resisteth the proud, 
but giveth grace unto the humble" (James 4:6). The new
born in the kingdom must be given "the sincere milk of the 
word" (2 Pet. 2:2). Mature Christians need to be fed the 
strongmeatofthepurewordofGod(Heb. 5:12-14). The 
flock must be guardedagainstfalsedoctrines and kept from 
wandering (Titus 1 :9). It is the duty of elders to provide 
good pasturage for the flock. These human shepherds must 
supervise every aspect of the teaching of the church, 

HOUSEPARENTSNEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian couples interested in becoming 

HOUSEPARENTS 
Contact 

Medina Children's Home 
Route 16, Box 75 

Medina, TX 78055 
Phone (512) 589-2871 

Midland National Life Insurance Company 
One Midland Plaza 

Sioux Falls. SO 57193 

W. L. FOREMAN 
General Agent 

105 W. Rocky Creek Road Phone: (713) 694-4892 
Houston, TX 77076 (800) 484-1047 (At Tone) 2024 

appointing teachers and knowing what is being taught. 
Tending and feeding the sheep requires the wisdom 

that comes from the word of God (James 4: 17, 18; 2 Tim. 
3:16, 17). Elders must love Christ and his flock. Loving 
the brethren from the heart fervently makes every burden 
easy to bear, and duty becomes a delightful experience. 
Elders must remember the church belongs to Christ--the 
church of Christ. "Neither as being lords over God's 
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock" (1 Peter 5:3). 
Elders must watch for the souls of the sheep as those that 
must give an account to God. Elders have rule over the 
flock and therefore are rulers (Heb. 13: 17). Elders have 
great authority and great accountability. 

P. 0. Box 8400 
Fort Worth, TX76124 

Where 
the 

Saints 
Meet 

A Directory of churches of Christ 
in the United States. 

1991 edition 

$10.95 each 
Order from 

Firm Foundation Bookstore 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
(817) 498-8512 

Add postage $2.50 first book, 
$1.00 each additional. 

FF 

October 1991 [303] 15 
FIRM FOUNDATION 



Is the Ink Wet? 
By n·arrell Broking 

"It's at this point in our story that history, it appears, 
began repeating itself. Like the second and third genera
tions oftherestorationmovementin the middle to late 19th 
century, in the 1970's and 1980's there arose a generation 
that did not know the command, the example, and the 
necessary inference. Churches of Christ began to be better 
educated and with that better education came an even more 
prevalent understanding of the complexity of biblical 
theology as well as a growing awareness of the degree of 
difficultyinvolvedinrecreatingtheNewTestamentchurch" 
(What's the ShelfLife of an Identity Crisis? or Is History 
Repeating Itself? by Jim Howard, Image Magazine, No
vember-December 1990, pp. 25). 

In this article Jim Howard states, "Restoration by its 
very nature is never a completed project set in concrete but 
always an unfinished quest." 

Maybe Jim Howard is correct in assuming history is 
repeating itself. A change here and a change there, and 
"presto" we can be like those around us. Many sincere 
people may be led astray under the guise of the need for 
"continuous restoration of the New Testament Church." 

The church of Christ began 2,000 years ago (Acts 2). 
Its firm foundation is of God (2 Timothy 2: 19).1t is set in 
concrete! I would not sleep at night if I did not know I 
belong to the church described in the New Testament! 

Do you suppose that "higher education" is moving 
some away from the simplicity of the gospel message? 
"Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
disputerofthis age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of this world?" (I Cor. I :20). Is man wiser than God? 

Imagine the implications from the idea that the resto
ration of the church is a continuous, never-finished work. 
If we are not members of the one and only church, we 
are lost and pitiful. The New Covenant proclaims "in 
Jesus is the resurrection from the dead" (Acts 4:2). Only 
those in him will be a part of the resurrection of life, and 
not the resurrection of condemnation. To be in Christ is to 
be in his church. Christ and the church cannot be separated. 
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We cannot be in Christ without being in his church. The 
blood of the Lamb cleanses those who walk in the light (I 
John I :7). Jesus said, "I am the light of the world" (John 
8: 12). To walk in the light is to be in Christ, which is to be 
in the church. "This is the message which we have heard 
from him and declare to you, that God is light and in him 
is no darkness at all" (1 John I :5). 

Is this why some want to change the church? "For 
everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come 
to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed" (John 3 :21 ). 
Darkness cannot exist in the light, the church. If people 
want to fellowship works of darkness they make another 
church, which is not another church, only there are some 
that would trouble you and abuse the church. 

To be in the church is to walk by faith. Walking by faith 
is not a blind leap in the dark, for faith comes by hearing 
thewordofGod(Romans 10: 17). We must not "go beyond 
the things which are written" (1 Cor. 4:6). Brethren, weare 
talking about a firm foundation and it cannot be changed! 

The Son ofMan came to seek and save that which was 
lost (Luke 19:1 0). "This is a faithful saying and worthy of 
all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
savesinners,ofwhomlamchief."(l Tim.l:l5).Asapart 
of this grand purpose, the Son of God built his church 
(Matt.l6:18). Thetwogohandandglovetogether. To be 
saved is to be in the church. 

Acts 2 tells of the establishment of the church of 
Christ. Peter preached the first gospel sermon. Many 
were cut to the heart and said, "Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?" Peter answered, "Repent, and let every one 
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit" (v. 38). Three thousand obeyed the gospel that day 
and were saved (v. 41). The Lord added to his church 
"those that were saved" (v.47). God adds all the saved to 
the church. Therefore there are no saved outside the 
church. 

Jesus purchased the church with his blood (Acts 



20:28). Jesus loved us and washed us from our sins with 
his blood (Rev. 1 :5). Every spiritual blessing is in Christ 
(Ephesians 1 :3). We put Christ on in baptism (Galatians 
3 :27). We must stay in Christ. We must continue steadfast 
and unmovable (1 Cor.15:58). Wemustwalkin the light. 
We find the church in the pattern of sound words, to which 
we are to hold fast (2 Tim. 1: 13 ). 

"That ye may become blameless and harmless, chil
dren of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, among whom ye are seen as lights in 
the world, holding forth the word oflife" (Phil. 2: 15-16). 

I am a member of the one church (Ephesians 4:4). It 
is the true church. It is the only church. To change it is 
topervertanddestroy it and frustrate the grace and purpose 
of God. 1862 Kadota 

CasaGrande, AZ 85222 
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Thurman Self 
1928-1991 
By D. N. (Bud) Gore 

On the morning of August 3rd, 1991, Thurman Self 
made his journey from realms of earth to realms of light. 
Johnny Ramsey, Phillip Pearson, Guy Caskey, Lynn 
Matheny, Bill Arnold and Glenn Williams conducted the 
funeral service. 

He is survived by his devoted wife, Bertie Faye 
McGregor Self, two daughters, Carmen Coker and Sharon 
Crowson, six grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. 

Brother Self was born in Lamesa, Texas, onMarch28, 
1928. He was a graduate of the Brown Trail School of 
Preaching. He preached for churches in Roscoe, Grand 
Prairie, and Fort Worth, and, for thirteen years, was a 
missionary in Australia, Bennuda, and Oregon. 

This good man began to work as evangelist with the 
Irmo-Chapin church only one month prior to his death. 
The family requests that memorials be made to Inno
Chapin Church of Christ Building Fund. 

Irmo-Chapin Church of Christ 
Box514 

Irmo, SC 29063 
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Alabama Christian School 
of Religion in Soviet Union 

Ten Soviet universities have contracted with Alabama 
Christian School of Religion to provide teachers for 
religious courses, most of which will begin in October. 

TheadministrationoftheMontgomery graduate school 
approached the universities through business and personal 
contacts that have been made recently in the Soviet Union. 
Other universities are being approached with similar 
proposals. 

Choices of curriculum and textbooks were left up to 
the individual teachers. Courses which are now planned 
include "How We Got the Bible," "The Influence of 
Christianity in Arts and Literature," "Overview oftheOld 
Testament and New Testament," and "Christian Evi
dences." Attorneys are also scheduled to teach on Ameri
can law and the separation of church and state. 

In exchange for their services, teachers will be. pro
vided food and lodging. In addition to these university 
courses, instructors will go with groups of ten or twelve 
Christians, who will help teach in local churches. 

These groups will be organized similar to an evange
listic campaign effort, with special emphasis being given 
to new converts, teaching English using the book ofLuke, 
and teacher training. 

"It's significant that ACSR is one of the pioneering 
religious institutions to have such a finn contractual 
agreement with these Soviet universities," said Rex Turner, 
Jr., president of ACSR. 

"It's exciting to all of us to teach New Testament 
Christianity in the place where Communist doctrine was 
taught as truth only a fe·N months ago. God has blessed us 
with an open door in a great country that's searching for 
economic stability and spiritual reality," he said. 

Alabama Christian School of Religion is a fully
accredited graduate and undergraduate theological school 
that has served churches of Christ since 1967. Recently, 
the school built a new facility next to Auburn University. 
ACSR has several off-campus programs for graduate and 
undergraduate students. For information: Rex Turner 

P.O. Box 240240 
Montgomery, AL 3 6124-0240 
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They're Feeling It! 
By Howard R. Horton 

The major networks, CBS, NBC, and ABC, are 
uniting to clean up their act because of"pressure groups." 
These pressure groups, such as the American Family 
Association, have been instrumental in causing television 
stations to cancel some of their shows. This is because 
people are flooding advertisers with letters and phone calls 
objecting to offensive programs. Many Americans are 
sick of the filth on television. 

Saturday Night Live, known for its sensual and sexual 
content (according to The Journal, published by the 
American Family Association) has lost many of its sup
porters. Here are a few comments from former advertisers 
of Saturday Night Live: 

"AT&T: We decided last month to cease advertising 
on Saturday Night Live until we can determine whether 
there is a viable way for us to ensure placement of AT&T 
advertising there in the future consistent with AT&T 
standards." 

"Honda: Atthis time all American Honda automobile 
advertising agencies have been directed not to advertise on 
Saturday Night Live." 

"Dr. Pepper: We are currently reevaluating and most 
likely discontinuing, our association with Saturday Night 
Live." 

"Wendy's: We agree that the general content of the 
show has become increasingly offensive and Wendy's will 
withdraw its advertising entirely" (The Journal, August 
1991, page 1). 

Advertisers pay attention to the viewers! TV stations, 
producers, actors, and directors may be disdainful of 
people who object to the cheap, vulgar, and shoddy 
material flashed before their eyes. Companies trying to 
sell their wares take a different tack and have a different 
attitude. The pocketbook is very sensitive. Decent people 
must combat the sleaze that is permeating our society! 
The saints, especially, must" Abhor that which is evil and 
cleave to that which is good" (Rom. 12:9). Abhor means, 
according to Thayer's Greek English Lexicon ofTheNew 
Testament, "to have a horror of." Vine's Greek Word 
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Dictionary says abhor means "intense hate." A person 
who is trying to conform to the image of God's Son 
cannot excuse filth and has an obligation to object to 
it-the louder and more persistent the objection, the 
better. 

Paul was "stirred" when he saw Athens "wholly given 
to idolatry" (Acts 17: 16). The word translated stirred is 
defined "to irritate, provoke, rouse to anger" (Thayer, 
page 490). We ought to be stirred by sin in our society. 

The gospel is the power of God to save (Rom. 1: 16-
17). The gospel, in honest and sincere hearts, changes 
sinners.Itmakeseachofthem a "newcreature" (2Cor. 
5:17.) 

The new creature will turn off the junk on tele
vision and "reprove the unfruitful works of 
darkness"(Eph. 5: 11). 

Advertisers and television executives are feeling the 
heat of Americans offended by the awful offal on tele
vision screens. Remember the words of the Psalmist,"/ will 
set no wicked thing before mine eyes; I hate the work of 
them that tum aside; it shall not cleave to me" (Psalm 
101 :3). P. 0. Box 690 

Sapulpa, OK. 74067 
FF 

Thailand Children's Home 
P.O. Box 13 Korat 30000 Thailand 

Chris C. Ward 
Program Advisor 

For infonnation contact the address below: 

Stateside: 
Beattie Road Church of Christ 
1731 Beattie Road 
Albany, GA 31707 
Phone (912) 435-21 93 

Overseas: 
P.O. Box 15 
Sung Noen 30170 
Thailand 

Helping Orphans & Abandoned Children 
Since Februaty 1985 



Report from Cambridge, England 
By Ken Chumbley 

The South Cambridge congregation was established 
in 1986 by Graham Moulton, an Englishman. He began 
meeting in his home with a few others. By May of that 
year, through Bible Correspondence Courses, two were 
baptized. They began meeting at Romsey Junior School, 
where Graham works. 

In 1986, I, and others from the congregation in 
Peterborough that I established in 1985, began helping. At 
that time, the South Cambridge congregation consisted 
mostly of new Christians. I began teaching a weekly class 
on a Thursday evening. 

With the agreement of my sponsoring eldership, the 
Curry Street church in West Plains, Missouri, I began 
working full-time with the South Cambridge church in the 
fall of'89. The Peterborough church had men who could 
continue the work. There was a need at South Cambridge. 

Since 1986 there have been several baptisms, the latest 
being on the 4th of July. Some of the converts were in the 
U.S.A.F.--there are three bases nearby (some of these 
converts have now returned to the States). 

Brian Chadwick, a young Englishman converted less 
than two years ago, is soon to enter the Southwest School 
ofBible Studies in Austin, Texas. David Brown, director 
of the Southwest School, has worked with us. He brought 
students and others, including Bob Berard and Lynn Blair, 
to help us in meetings and lectureships. 

The South Cambridge congregation is active in reach
ing out into the community. We advertise Bible Corre
spondence Courses in fifty city buses (these ads are free to 
the church, thanks to a promotional effort by the advertis
ing company). We also advertise the courses in the local 
press and have an article in the weekly newspaper every 
two weeks. We have over fifty enrolled in Bible corre
spondence courses. Many receive ourmonthlymagazine, 
Truth in Love. We have a booth in the Town Center 
offering free literature and, as a result, have set up Bible 
studies. Some visited our services. We strive to promote 
New Testament Christianity and urge people to abandon 
denominationalism. We havevaluablecontacts with many 
students at Cambridge University. 

Besides the work with the South Cambridge church, 
I edit and publish a bimonthly magazine, Old Paths, for 
brethren in the United Kingdom toencourageandstrengthen 
them in the face of problems confronting the church. 

We make available lectureship books from several 
congregations in the U.S. Also, we have a video cassette 
library. We loan Bible teaching videos at no cost except 
postage. 

The South Cambridge church is contending "earnestly 
for the faith which was once delivered to the saints." She 
encourages brethren to walk in the old paths. We ask the 
prayers of fellow disciples. 

To publish the magazine, we rely on donations. Fur
ther, we do not have all the funds necessary to maintain the 
teaching articles in the Cambridge paper. Any assistance 
would be appreciated. 

Dodds Upwood PSC # 47 
Box4942 

A.P.O. AE 09470 

(Editor's note: I know brother Ken Chumbley person
ally and strongly recommend him and the great work he 
is doing--Dobbs.) 

The Lectureship Book Celebrating the Firm 
Foundations 1 DOth Anniversary. 

''The Firm Foundation of God Standeth'' 
Hardbound 

Over 325 pages 
Regularly $14.95 

Now Only $12.95 
This book will be a ready reference work on many vital 

topics. It has 33 chapters by the staff writers of the 
Firm Foundation. 

Order from 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
$1.25 Postage 
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Look to Yourselves 
By Mary Lois Forrester 

"Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things 
which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward" 
(2 John 8). 

"Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove 
your own selves" (2 Cor. 13:5). 

Living a Christian life is a difficult task. It requires 
extensive preparation and constant working to become a 
more Christ-like person. The most difficult task is self 
examination or looking to ourselves. This is largely be
cause we probably will find traits and attributes that are 
unbecoming to a Christian. Also, we like to think that we 
are living as we should live. We like to think "I'm OK, 
You're OK." 

In 2 Corinthians 3: 18, Paul cautions: "Let no man 
deceive himself." God knows our character, our abilities, 
and the motives that actuate us in anything we do. Self 
deception is a common deception among men. Our loved 
ones, friends and neighbors as a rule understand us better 
than we understand ourselves. 

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth 
unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he 
that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal 
life" (Gal. 6:7-8). This warning grows out of man's ten
dency to deceive himself. Most of life's failures come from 
self-deception. We deceive ourselves about our abilities, 
and undertake to do things we have no capacity to do, or fail 
to achieve what we have the ability to accomplish. "Exam
ine yourselves-and prove your ownselves." 

We must try to be better persons with each passing day. 
We can look, examine and search to see if our disposition, 
attitudes, and thoughts are as God would have them to be. 

You are writing a gospel 
A chapter each day, 
By deeds that you do, 
By words that you say, 
Men read what you write 
Whether faithless or true, 
Say, what is the gospel according to you? 

(Apples of Gold compiled by Jo Petty) 

We have control of our actions. The problem is, do we 
take inventory and decide what will please God? Do we 
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consciously strive every day to "attain unto the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
full-grown man, unto the measure of the stature 
ofthefulness of Christ" (Eph. 4: 13)? 

Our prime concern must be to "look to oilrselves" and 
"examine ourselves" because we are the only person that 
can make ourselves as we should be! Edgar A. Guest 
wrote a sentence expressing an important point: "I have to 
live with myself, and so I want to be fit for myself to 
know." 

We look into the mirror to see the reflection of 
ourselves. If we like what we see then, satisfied, we go our 
way. If we don't like what we see, we try to make 
corrections. We also need to look at our inward character
istics. "For if any one is a hearer of the word and not a doer, 
he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a mirror: 
for he beholdeth himself, and goeth away, and straight
way forgetteth what manner of man he was" (James I :23-
24). 

As we think about our inward characteristics, we must 
use our good qualities and try to improve. "Beloved, 
building yourselves on your most holy faith, keep your
selves in the love of God" (Jude 20, 21 ). 

God's word is the mirror of the soul and is the only true 
guide for spiritual improvement. As we look to the Bible, 
the divine mirror, we must be honest with ourselves. If we 
don't, nothing can be corrected. Let us be diligent students 
of the Bible and then our self-improvement will be evi
dent to all. "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). James admonishes, "Be 
ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 
own selves" (James 1 :22). The word must be impressed by 
the doing of it. 

Women do not hesitate to spend whatever it takes to 
make their outward appearance more beautiful. It was 
recently stated that over a billion dollars a year is spent on 
face cream in this country to demolish wrinkles. 

No survey tells about how much time and money we 
spend in attempting to make our inward self more beauti
ful. To improve the physical appearance, you must want 
to do it and have the drive to work at it. To make yourself 
look beautiful from within, you also must also have these 



same qualities. It is said, "What good is an apple with a rosy 
skin if worms have devoured the heart?" Examine your 
inward self and try to make yourself a glory to God. 

Self-examination will lead to a true estimate or our
selves, not by comparison with the attainments of others, 
but with the requirements of the law of Christ. Examine 
your actions by the word of God. "So then each one of us 
shall give account of himself to God" (Rom. 14:12) .. 

Paul wrote in Galatians 5:22-23, "The fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, meekness, self-control; against such there is 
no law." 

Love is the center. Joy is love smiling. Peace is love 
resting. Longsuffering is love waiting. Kindness is love 
showing itself sensitive to others. Goodness is love making 
sacrifices for others. Faithfulness is love proving constant. 
Meekness is love yielding. Self-control is love triumphant 
over selfish inclinations. 

The Christian graces bring inner peace and happiness. 
The problem is that some people believe that true happi
ness can be found in material things, places, or other 
people. The things we possess might add to enjoyment of 
life, but there is nothing material in all the world that can 
alone bring happiness. Being with certain people brings 
satisfaction to us, but another person cannot assure us of 

happiness. True happiness is within ourselves. No thing, 
no place, no human being can make us completely happy. 
We have to do that ourselves! Let us look, examine and 
renew our lives day to day. "But though our outward man 
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day" (2 Cor. 
4:16). 

Lord, help me look unto my life 
And find the faults therein; 
Then give me strength to weed them out 
And keep me pure and clean. 
Thy guiding hand alone can lead me on to daily live 
A fuller richer life for Thee 
My all to others give. 
Keep me so busy with the task 
Of keeping self in line 
I'll have no time for others' faults 
Nor waste of precious time. 
It's much too easy to observe 
The other person's faults, 
When all the while the thing I need 
Is to heed what thou hast taught. 

(Poem taken from book, Unto the Furtherance of the 
Gospel, class of '70-'71, Freed-Hardeman College, p. 87). 

P. 0. Box 723 
High Springs, FL 32643 
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How Was Christ Tempted? 
By Waymon Swain 

Hebrews 4: 15 says, "For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmi
ties; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin." When Jesus came into the world he took a physical 
body. "Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made 
like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people" (Heb. 2: 17). 

Hebrews 2: 18 gives a reason for this: "For in that he 
himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor 
them that are tempted." According to Vine, the word 
succor means "to come to the aid of anyone." The temp
tation of Jesus in all points makes him able to come to our 
aid. His example is a pattern for us. 

Does the temptation of Jesus mean that he faced every 
specific temptation known today? Was Jesus tempted to 

steal a car, or drive too fast, or stay home and watch TV 
and miss worship? Was Jesus ever tempted to play the 
lottery as many are today? 

How, then, was he tempted in all points like us? 1 John 
2: 15-16 says, "Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father but is of the world." 

Every sin will fall under one of the three headings-
The lust of the flesh; the lust of the eyes; and the pride of 
life. The nature of the temptations that were in the world 
at the time of Christ and the early church is the same as we 
have today. We still have the lust of flesh and eyes and 
pride. 

In the Garden ofEden the serpent tempted Eve in this 
(continued on page 23) 
October 1991 [309] 21 
FIRM FOUNDATION 



Thoughts for Christian Women 

WHAT ABOUT OUR 
BUILDINGS? 

In the first century, many Christians met in private 
homes for worship. The church in Ephesus met in the 
home of Aquila and Priscilla, and later, after these two 
moved to Rome, a group ofRoman Christians met in their 
home there (I Cor. 16: 19; Romans 16:3-5). In Colossians, 
a group ofChristians likewise met in the home ofPhilemon 
(Philemon 2). There is also evidence that the churches in 
Jerusalem and Philippi met in the homes of some of the 
members. 

This causes us to wonder about the reasoning behind 
the objections of some to eating meals and serving refresh
ments in our places of worship today. The first Christians 
certainly did often eat, not as part ofthe worship, but in the 
same building in which they worshipped. If they did not, 
some of them must surely have suffered from extreme 
hunger. 

Should then any limitations be set upon the use of the 
buildings for which we plan and pay? In some cities, the 
buildings are used as community centers, and the church 
members must be responsible for whatever goes on in the 
club meetings, secular classes, and gymnasiums; this is a 
risky and precedent-stretching situation, to say the least. 

We once visited and worshipped with a group of 
Christians who insisted that we stay and eat with them after 
the Sunday evening service. They had recently bought a 
nearby building from a denominational church and had 
left the piano in the fellowship hall. During the dinner, a 
skilled musician played several popular songs, while a 
young woman sang some of them. We might rationalize 
that had this dinner been in the home of one of these 
Christians, no question of the scripturalness of these 
actions would have been raised. Also, this informal pro
gram took place after the worship service. Some of the 
Christians there were uncomfortable about it, and it 
seemed to us unwise that the instrument had been left in the 
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By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

building in the first place. Even ifitwas not wrong, it could 
very well lead to someone's suggesting the piano be 
moved into the main structure. If it should be left in a hall 
there, it might be in the way and eventually could be moved 
into the auditorium in order to keep the hall clear. Step by 
gradual step has Iedin the pastto that which the Bibledoes 
not teach. This trend continues today (Romans 14:23). 

Many groups of Christians on other continents meet 
in rented quarters. A few years ago, when visiting in 
Frankfort, Germany, we arrived early at the appointed 
place or worship. We and those of the congregation, a 
sizable number, had to wait outside until the sectarians 
who owned the building finished their rites and left. Then, 
at about 11:30 or 12:00, we went in and carried on our 
classes and worship service. Though we in the United 
States would find such an arrangement intolerable, it did 
not seem to us or to the Christians there to be particularly 
inconvenient. At times, circumstances in various parts of 
the United States have necessitated the use of similar 
leasing or borrowing of a building or a portion of a 
building. Congregations have rented public school audi
toriums that contain a piano. It is covered and ignored. 

In the past decade or so, there seems to have been in 
some areas a tendency toward overspending in the build
ing of elaborate structures to be used as places of worship. 
This has created huge and sometimes insoluble problems 
for those who have urged the action, those who have 
consented to it, and those who have financed it.In some 
instances, attendance has fallen off drastically, and only a 
few are left to pay the large indebtedness. Some churches 
cannot meet their financial obligations, and many retirees 
are struggling because they have not been able to collect 
even the interest on their investments. Are we in such cases 
more concerned about teaching God's word or about 
impressing our neighbors? In churches in which expensive 



rebuilding is being considered, a ringing and insistent 
question should be "Why?" 

In too many cases, a woman will say to herself, "I am 
just a woman; I am not a leader; there is nothing I can do 
about this situation." There certainly is something she can 
do. In many congregations, women are at the forefront in 
attendance, in studying God's word, in contributing, and 
in visiting shut-ins and potential members. Why, then, 
should they not feel that it is their Christian duty to speak 
to the elders when they see dangerous trends developing? 

The flock elders rule over and lead includes women. 

HOW WAS CHRIST TEMPTED? 
(continued from page 21) 

three fold fashion. She saw the fruit (lust of the eyes); it 
looked good (lust of the flesh); she thought it would make 
her wise (pride oflife ). Jesus was "led up of the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the devil." The Spirit led 
him, but the devil tempted him. Being led by the Spirit 
does not exempt one from temptation. The old devil, 
tempted Jesus in the same manner he tempted Eve--turn 
stones intobread(lustoftheflesh);castthyselfdownfrom 
the pinn~cle of the temple (pride of life); showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world (lust of the eyes). 

Jesus was not invited to eat forbidden fruit, nor was he 
promised wisdom, but he was tempted in just the same 
way as Eve and Adam--tempted in every point just like 
them, but not with the same specific temptation. 

Temptation comes to us in these same three ways. The 
occasion of the temptation may change, but the nature has 
not. vie still have lust and pride. 

Jesus has been there! He knows our every need and 
"comes to our aid." Barmby said, "Christ in his original 
human nature partook of all the affections of humanity-
hope, fear, desire,joy, grief, indignation." Coffinan com
ments, "The basic elements of temptation are actually very 
few in number; and, just as all the melodies ever written 
can be broken down into a few notes of the musical scale, 
all human temptation resolves into three basic principles, 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life." 

Temptation within itselfis not sin. Though tempted in 
all points, Jesus knew no sin. No evil inclination defiled 

Perhaps the elders have faced strong opposition and would 
appreciate the backing of these faithful, Bible-following 
women (I Peter 5: 1 ,2; Hebrews 13: 17; Jude 3 ). No doubt 
in some cities the future soundness of the church lies in the 
hands of women who arewillingto speak thoughtfully and 
humbly in defense of God's word. Does that include you? 

P. 0. Box 8400 
Fort Worth, TX76124 

his pure life, for God judges both motive and action--both 
thought and deed. "Whosoever lookethona woman to lust 
after her hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart" (Matt5:28). When tempted,Jesusdidnotgiveplace 
to lust. He frustrated the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life because he ruled his soul. 

P. O.Box34 
Bastrop, LA 71221 

(Editor's note: A band of''youth directors" recently 
gathered at Abilene Chrsitian University to edify and be 
edified. One of their number came marching home to 
trumpet the astonishing information that, since he was 
tempted in all points like as we are, Jesus must have had 
a girlfriend. The gospel writers omitted this information, 
but these clever fellows found it out someway. These 
"directors" discovered Jesus looked and lusted and vio
lated Matthew 5:28. Alas! Alas/for the bookofHebrews. 
We must not be too hard on the writer of Hebrews 
because, after all, the first century church had no ''youth 
directors" to discover this vital information. By the way, 
the dictionary defines the word director as "a person who 
controls; the head of a project; supervisor. "It is strange 
that many of these "directors" deny the authority of 
elders, but by their assumed title claim it for themselves. 
Awake!Awake!--Dobbs.) F 

BIBLES REBOUND 
Genuine Leather--$18.00 

Postage Appreciated 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone (805} 721-8925 

1210 9th Ave. Delano, CA 93215 
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STUDY YOUR BIBLE--DOCTRINAL STUDIES #3 

A New Creature 
By William S. Cline 

I. Introduction 
A. Conversion to Jesus (rebirth) makes a great 

change in a person's life. It is not a violent 
change, but it is a big change. 
I. Conversion causes the saved person to be 

forgiven and translated from the kingdom 
of darkness to the kingdom of Christ (Col. 
1:12-I4). 

2. Conversion crucifies the old man of sin 
(Rom.6:6). 

3. The convert puts away the old things--all 
things are new. "Wherefore if any man is 
in Christ, he is anew creature: the old things 
are passed away; behold, they are become 
new" (2Cor. 5: I7)·. 

4. Conversion brings death and life- death to 
sin, life to God. "Even so reckon ye also 
youselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto 
God in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 6:II). 

B. Everything is new--the new creature has a new 
relationship, a new attitude, a new purpose, 
and a new goal. When you look in the mirror 
you see the old self with all its wrinkles and 
warts but in the invisible realm of the spirit 
marvellous change occurs. In the mind of God, 
theconvertedpersonisbomanew(John3:3-5). 

II. Discussion 
A. The new condition. 

I. From a lost condition to a saved condition. 
2. The convert is a child of God by faith 

because he was baptized into Christ and put 
him on, and is in his body--the church (Gal. 
3:26-27; Eph. 1:22-23). 

3. "He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that dis believeth shall be 
condemned" (Mark I6:16). "Foryeareall 
sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. 
For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ did put on Christ" (Gal. 3:26-27). 
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B. The new relationship. 
I. Sin separates us from God (lsa. 59:1-2). 

"And you, being in time past alienated and 
enemies in your mind in your evil works" 
(Col. I:2I). 

2. ConversionreconcilesustoGod(Col.I :20; 
Rom. 5:10). 

C. The new state in life--Conversion changes one 
from a dead to a living state and from a living 
to a dead state. Before conversion one is dead to 
God and alive to sin. After conversion the 
reverse is true and one is dead to sin but alive to 
God (Rom. 6:1-11). 

III. New creatures have new duty and outlook. 
A. The convert must be willing to forsake all for 

Christ. 
1. There is no middle ground. You cannot 

serve both God and mammon (Matt. 6:24). 
2. All that obstructs must be forsaken (Heb. 

12: I; Matt. 5:29~3)o):'fhe= cost of conver
sion is high. There is no such thing as 
bargain basement, marked-down religion, 
or cheap grace. "And he said unto all, If any 
man would come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me" (Luke 9:23). See also Matthew 
8:I9-25. 

3. "No soldier on service entanglethhimselfin 
theaffairsofthis life; thathemaypleasehim 
who enrolled him as soldier" (2 Tim. 2:4). 

4. "He that loveth father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me; and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy 
ofme" (Matt. 10:37) 

B. The convert must be separate from the world. 
I. "Love not the world, neither the things that 

are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him" (1 John 
2:15) 

2. Jesus prayed, "I have given them thy word; 



and the world hated them, because they are 
not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them from the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil one" (John 17: 15-
16). Christians are in the world butnotofthe 
world,justas a ship on the sea is in the water 
but not of the water. 

3. "And what agreement hath a temple of God 
with idols? for we are a temple of the living 
God; even as God said, I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. Wherefore 
come ye out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, And touch no un
clean thing; And I will receive you" (2 Cor. 
6:17,18). 

4. "Yeadulteresses,knowyenotthatthefriend
ship of the world is enmity with God? 
Whosoever therefore would be a friend of 
theworldmakethhimselfan enemy of God" 
(James4:4). 

5. The rich ruler in Mark I 0: 17-22 loved his 
moneymorethanheloved God and, so, was 
lost. 

C. Christ lives in the convert. 

1. Christ lived in Paul (Gal. 2:20). Christ 
should live in every convert. 

2. Christ lives in the convert by works of faith 
(James 2:18); by love (Gal. 5:6); by purity 
oflife (Acts 15:9). 

3. Christ lives in the new creature not directly 
and immediately, but symbolically and by 
the medium ofhis word. "And he that 
keepethhis commandments abidethinhim, 
and he in him. And hereby we know that he 
abidethinus,bytheSpiritwhichhegaveus11 

(1 John 3:24). 

CONCLUSION: The change in theconverttoChrist 
is dramatic but may not be obvious to men in the world. 
The new creature still has to battle with the old besetting 
sins. The convert may not "feel" the drama in his new life, 
but it is there and very real. Much ofthechangetakes place 
in the mind of God. Forgiveness is not something that 
happens inside you, but it happens in God's mind. He 
regards you as pure. He forgives. He makes you a new 
creature and gives you wonderful new prospects. 

4850 Saujley Rd. 
Pensacola, FL53506 
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FORUM ON INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
The Seventh Annual Preachers' and Church Workers' 

Forum will be held Saturday, October 12, 1991, on 
.. Instrumental Music: A Matter of Faith or Opinion?" 
according to Dr. Earl Edwards, Forum Director and Dean 
of the School of Biblical Studies at Freed-Hardeman 
University, Henderson, TN. 

Lany James, preacher for the Richardson East Church 
of Christ in Richardson, TX, and Bill Swetmon, preacher 
for the Pitman Creek church of Christ, will take the 
position that instrumental music in worship is a "matter of 
opinion" and Cecil May, Jr., President ofMagnolia Bible 
College in Kosciusko, Mississippi, and Dr. David Lipe, 
AssistantProfessorofinterdisciplinary Studies and Bible 
atFreed-Hardeman, willaffirmthatitisa "matter of faith." 

The Forum was begun by F-HU in 1985 and has 
treated subjects like "The Multiplying Ministries" (1987), 

"The New Hermeneutic," and "The Role of Women" 
(1990).1t is organized in a discussion format with each 
speaker presenting his ideas in three speeches of thirty, 
twenty-five, and five minutes. There are two periods (forty 
minutes each) of questions from the audience. 

It is always held on Saturday (this year October 12th) 
and it begins at 9 A.M. and concludes around 4:40P.M. 
Speakers and audience members who ask questions are 
encouraged to be forthright but kind in the way differing 
ideas are presented. 

For further information please write: 
Earl Edwards 

Freed-Hardeman University 
Henderson, TN 38340 
Phone (909) 989-6623 FF 
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Letter to the Editor. ... 
Charles Bowers wrote a private letter to the editor of 

the Firm Foundation in which he said, "I am enclosing an 
article from The Houston Post of May 19, 1991. I am 
hoping you can get this into the hands of responsible 
brethren who can put a stop to this 'New Age' practice. 
Under the guise of stress reduction exercises, one woman 
has beenableto introduce an evil into the schools in Bryan, 
Texas. I would like to encourage you to use your publica
tion to stress the great need for Christian schools. 

"I work in the schools each day and I can tell you there 
is a great struggle going on for the minds of the children. 
Am I correct in understanding that Alexander Campbell 
said that 'public education will be the downfall of our 
nation'? If he didn't, he should have. Nowhere else is 
humanism being pushed more than in public schools. 

"Parents are ignorant of what is going on within the 
walls of our schools. We have long seen the need for 
Christian universities, now we must see the need for 
educating our children at the elementary level in a Chris
tian environment. 

"Well, I didn't intend to get on a soap box. I enjoy the 
Foundation and appreciate you and your efforts. I do not 
agree with some of your positions, but neither do I agree 
with the liberal element now present within the body of 
Christ. 

"Brother Paul warned the Ephesians that the departure 
from the truth would begin with and be led by the elders. 
I believe the greatest challenge facing the church today is 
theappointmentofmeninto the eldership that are unquali
fied for the office. How can you refute error if you don't 
know the truth? 

"Hope we can have lunch together soon!" 
s/CharlesBowers 
9718JohnBank 

Spring, TX 77379 
A digest of the Houston Post article under dateline of 

May 19, 1991, follows: 
BRYAN FIRST -GRADERS LEARNING TO 

MANAGESTRESSATSCHOOL 
BRYAN-Bonnee Lieuwen and her best friend know 

something millions of parents would love to know--how 
to keep twenty-one squirming first-graders quiet for min
utes at a time. 
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At the sound of the words "deer in the forest" the 
children in her Southwood Valley Elementary School 
classroom freeze. In their minds, the slightest move will 
attract the attention of an imaginary hunter. 

The exercise is one of several Lieuwen uses to help the 
youngsters manage stress through breathing, stretching 
and relaxation. 

Lieuwenreads other exercises aloudinsoothingtones, 
urging the children to close their eyes, breathe deeply and 
imagine they've become mermaids, eagles, or dolphins. 

As lions, they arch their backs and stretch their mouths 
into silent roars; as turtles, they retract into theirimaginary 
shells; and as the sun, they stretch their arms as high as 
possible. 

"People don't think of little kids as having stress, but 
the stress is the same whether you're a big person or a little 
person. They are facing tremendous pressures at school, at 
home and even from whatthey see on TV," Winchell said. 
"The things we do with the children are fun, and at the same 
time we're kind ofbuilding a base for them to have some 
self-control, some self-awareness and some discipline. 

Lieuwen studied the effects of stress on children for 
her master's degree thesis, and then began using these 
techniques in special education classes and with her 
second-grade class last year. She said many ofher fonner 
students tell her they still do some of the exercises and this 
year, her first-graders have embraced the exercises. The 
childrenknowwhatcauses stress in their lives: friends and 
siblings who tease them, pressure to do well in school, and 
family financial troubles. Trey McJimsey said everyone 
experiences it, even his one-year old brother. 

"I used to be a shallow breather, but now I know how 
to be a deep breather," she said. "That's good because if 
you don't watch out, you can swallow your feelings and 
you can get real uptight and start hitting on people with 
your stress." 

(Editor's note: At first glance this may seem to be 
innocent and fun. When you begin to look at the practice 
in the light of modern day humanistic philosophies, it takes 
on baleful dimensions. Our brother Bowers is right when 
he says it smacks of New Ageism. 

It has undertones ofY oga, Transcendental Meditation 
and Visualization, all of which are basic dogmas of the 



New Age Movement. Furthermore, it 
may cause the very young to suppose 
that animals can possess human souls, 
and set them up to accept the false idea 
that the spirit of a human, at death, 
transmigrates into another life form 
on the planet earth. 

Our public schools ought to be 
dedicated to "reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, taught to the rule of a 
hickory stick." Our kids will be far 
betteroffifthe public school will teach 
them to add, subtract, spell, and read 
and leave off trying to make young 
ones thinktheyareanimals about to be 
shot. (/really wonder how much stress 
that reduces!) It is not the business of 
the school to teach self-discipline and 
stress reduction. That is the work of 
the home and the church. 

Truslow Adams said, "There are 
two educations. One should teach us 
how to make a living and the other how 
to live." He was right. It is the business 
of the public school to do the former 
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church to do the latter, and "never the 
twain shall meet." The church, in asso
ciation with the home, is to teach 

SPECIAL OFFER ON A NEW BOOK FROM 
Foy E. Wallace, Jr., Publications 

moralprinciplesandgentlemanlycon- The last unpublished manuscript from the incisive mind ofFoy E. Wallace, Jr., entitled A 
duct and the narrow way ofsalvation. Commentazy on Romans Galatians and Ephesians. is due from the printer in approximately 
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The Last Page 
------ Foy Smith 

The Bible says, "There is a time to weep and a time to 
laugh" (Eccl. 3:4). Life is filled with so much weeping there 
must be a certain amount of laughing to balance it out. We 
could not live if we wept all the time, nor could we live 
productively if we laughed all the time. 

Solomon said "Sorrow is better than laughter" (Eccl. 7:3) 
and, "for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made 
better" (Eccl. 7:3). Weeping and laughing can serve us most 
powerfully if we know the appropriate times for their use. I 
try to have a balanced page in this magazine as I write this 
page. Sometimes we are sad together and at times we are 
merry. 

I write this article with sadness in my heart, sadness I 
want to share with you. Many of you know that a month ago, 
as I write this, my dear wife, Mabel, answered the summons 
to leave this vale of tears. 

She lived a full and happy life. I have heard that the loss 
of a child is the greatest loss of all. I tell you now it is not 
always so. To lose a mate that one has been joined with over 
half a century--well, this is the greatest of all human-relation
ship losses. 

I want to take advantage of this column to thank so many 
all over this nation who called and wrote messages of love 
and support. Your calls and cards and prayers were our main 
source of strength, apart from the strength that comes only 
from the Lord. 

Mabel and I were blessed with a long life together; it 
seems like we were married almost all our lives. She departed 
this life quickly and peacefully. 

Modesty was one of her greatest traits. It is good that I do 
not have the power to call her back, for in my present 
weakness I just might do it. No! I don't think I would. She has 
attained and will be waiting when my family and I, and 
Christians everywhere, get to that Golden Shore. What a day 
of rejoicing that will be! "Heaven Holds All to Me." One 
week after Mabel gained her prize, I preached a funeral 
service for a dear brother. He had a long, lingering sickness 
but never complained. Just before he passed over the Great 
Divide, his wife told him about Mabel. He smiled, she told 
me, and said: "Oh, I'll get to see her before any of you!" That 
good brother told hjs fami ly, "Don't cry for me. I'll be better 
off than any of you are here!" 
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What will I do? I will go right on trying to do the best job 
of preaching God's word I have ever done. I shall gain 
strength from my fellow Christians and, especially, from 
preaching brethren, in meetings, and lectureships. 

I have wonderful family members left (there are eight of 
us now), and thousands of faithful brethren to hold up my 
hands as I preach the glorious gospel of him who is our only 
real hope! Our daughter, Barbara T idwell, found among her 
mother's things this poem. 

Should you go first and I remain 
To walk the road alone, 
I'll live in memory's garden, dear, 
With happy days we've known. 
In spring I'll watch for roses red 
When fades the lilac blue; 
In early fall when brown leaves call 
I'll catch a glimpse of you. 
Should you go first and I remain 
To finish with the scroll, 
No lengthening shadows shall creep in 
To make this life seem droll. 
We've had our cup of joy, 
And memory is one gift of God 
That death cannot destroy. 
Should you go first and I remain 
For battles to be fought, 
Each thing you've touched along the way 
Will be a hallowed spot. 
I'll hear your voice; I'll see your smile, 
Though blindly I may grope; 
The memory of your helping hand 
Will buoy me on with hope. 
Should you go first and I remain, 
One thing I'd have you do: 
Walk slowly down that long, long path, 
For soon I'll follow you. 
I'll want to know each step you take 
That I may walk the same, 
For someday, down that lonely road, 
You'll hear me call your name. 

Albert Rowswell 
P. 0. Box 2351 

Riverside, Ca92516 
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GAINESVILLE--39TH. AVE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-72n. W. D. Jeffcoat, evangelist. 

TENNESSEE 

TRAVELING? 

MEMPHIS--KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST,4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphls,38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M •• Call 

JACKSONVILLE--WESCONNETT CHURCH OF (901) 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker, minister, (901) 
CHRIST.5223WesconnettBivd.(904)771-5075or 363-1383. VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 
n1-2646. Sun. 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. --------

THE YEARLY RATES FOR ADVERTISING IN 
THISSECTIONARE:$12S.OOFOR3LINES; $175.00 
FOR 4 LINES; $225.00 FOR 5 LINES; $275.00 FOR 
6 LINES; $325.00 FOR 7 LINES; $375.00 FOR 8 
LINES 

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 

P.O.BOX 210876 
BEDFORD TEXAS 76095· 7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 
WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th 
Avenue,99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND--1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30A.M.,6P.M. Wed.,7:30P.M.RobertMcAnally, 
minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Home of 
Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun.9,10A.M.,6P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M.21 Lancaster 
Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 855-5651 or 
855-1326. --------

SARASOTA--MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
nexttoHolldaylnn.Servlces:Sun. 9:30, 10:30A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 6:30P.M. Gene Stilwell,minister. 

SEBASTIAN---1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407)589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist 

CALIFORNIA SEBRING--904 Fairmount Drive. {813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile McGhee, evangelist. 
from Disneyland). {714) 535-617. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. GEORGIA 
PASADENA, 1727 Klnneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499.Sun.9:30, 10:45A.M.,6P.M., Wed. 7:30 ATLANTA--AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299-

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 LarreaAve.,922n. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles Inside 
1-285) 

BYRON--3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 ( 1 
mi.) to Hwy 42 N--2ml. to building. Camper hookups. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call (912) 956-

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN 3719, 956-2099. 
BERNADINO, CA. 3630 N. "E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

C central C 
HURCH OF HRIST 

13320 South Church St, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

CONNECTICUT 

MINNESOTA 

DULUTH--DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., 
Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. Paul 
Curless and David Dalton, evangelists. 

MISSOURI 

BRANSON--CHURCH OF CHRIST, College & 7th 
Sts. 65616. Sun. 9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 
7 P.M .. (417) 334-3866, 334-3757. A. J. Hendrix, 
minister. 

OHIO 

GROTON----CHURCH OF CHRIST meeting at FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
291 Osprey Dr., Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
P.M. Ph. 446-0676. Lawrence, minister. {513) 878-1162. 

FLORIDA 

CLEARWATER--CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1454BelleairRd. Phone(813) 446-4808. Services: 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

OKLAHOMA 

EDMOND--CHISHOLM TRAIL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 8 1/2 MI. N of town on Broadway. "Only 
the Old Paths." John A. Croom. (405) 396-8497. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of Nashville. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Roy 
McConnell, evangelist CaJJ {615) 859-3974, 643-
0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRJST,312 Pearl St, Denton, 76201. (817)387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

RICHWOOD--CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD,1600N.Hwy.288B,Richwood,n531. 
(409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6:30P.M., 
Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
Call 295 720990 or 869 232409. 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida ]3803 

(813) 683-4043 

tr Strong Bible Emphasis 
tr Two Year Program 
tr J 00 Semester Hours 
'll No Thition 
'D' Scholarships Avaihable 
tr Qualified Faculty 
1r V.A. Benefits 
-a Call or Write 
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CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER LINE. THIS SECTION IS DESIGNED ESPECIALLY TO 
ACCOMMODATE PREACHERS SEEKING WORK OR CONGREGATIONS SEEKING PREACHERS. OTHER 
CHURCH RELATED MATIER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING WITH THE PUBLISHER'S STANDARDS. SEND ALL 
CORRESPONDENCE TO: FIRM FOUNDATION, AD DEPARTMENT, P.O.BOX 210876, BEDFORD, TX. 
76095-7876. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Expertenced gospel preacher needed for SW Flortda 
oongregation of 90. House provided. Send resume to 
P.O.Box 2197, Port Charlotte, FL. 33949 or oontact 
Lawrence Bauer (813) 627-1016 or church office (813) 
629-7454. 

Minister wanted for small congregation in south 
Mississippi. House provided, but will need to furnish 
some of his support. Prefer a sound, experienced 
gospel preacher In his SO's or early 60's. Please send 
tape or resume to: Mendenhall Church of Christ, % 
Jackie Mullins, 611 Simpson Circle, Mendenhall, MS 
39114. 

MINISTER NEEDED: Growing, loving, oongregation with 
80-100 In attendance located In southern New Jersey near 
metropolitan area of Philadelphia, Pa., seeks a married 
man who Is able to train leaders and delegate responsibility. 
Individual selected must have strong Bible background, 
experience, and speak enthusiastically. The church Is at 
peace and has a great potential for growth. We have a 
strong desire to seek the lost and have strong fellowship 
with area oongregatlons. Minister Is fu lly supported by 
strong southern U.S. oongregatlon. Send resume and 
references to Jerry Andrews, 1202 Clements Bridge Rd ., 
Apt. 207, Barrington, N.J. 08007,609-573-9513 

MOVING? 
Please send your old address 

label along with your new 
address to: 

P. 0. Box 210876 
Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 

Minister wanted for a small oongregation In Benson, AZ.. 
Will need to furnish some of his support. Contact Floyd 
Turner, 602-586-2488 or Lester Osburn, 602-586-2142. 
Church of Christ, HCR Box 4517, Benson, AZ. 85602. 

For oongregation of approximately 450 members In the 
Central Valley of Callformla. Population 172,000. Please 
send resume, tape, picture, and references to Davis Park 
ChurchofChrlstat901 W. Rumble Rd., Modesto, California 
95350. Attention: Selection Committee. 

Small oongregation In OVerbrook, KS Is seeking a gospel 
preacher who Is neither afraid nor ashamed to declare the 
whole counsel of God. Those Interested can call (913) 
665-7947, (913) 665-7654 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Mature, energetic mlnlsterwlth strong academic credentials 
and Interpersonal skills seeks oounsellng, education, or 
Involvement ministry with congregation led by motivated, 
benevolent shepherds. Direct Inquiries to: Firm 
Foundation, P.O.Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. 

FOR SALE 
HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM; A critique of 
Subjectivism In Biblical Interpretation. $9.00ppd. to Major 
Premise Books, 11026 Wurzbach Road, San Antonio, TX 
78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. 

RALEIGH SINGERS have funeral tapes for sale. 8 tapes
-2 songs each tape. (Ideal for congregations who need 
singers for funerals.) $38.00ppd. Also other tapes of 
scriptural gospel songs. $6.00 each ppd. Raleigh Church 
of Christ, 3213 Raleigh-Millington Rd., Memphis, TN 38128 

NEW TRACT I The Gift of Acts 2:38-39. $3.00 per doz
en or $25.00 per 100. Order from: Wayne Price, Box 
760, Mcloud, OK 74851 

(PAUL) & ASSOCIATES 

30 

• Provrdrng Quahl y cons1ruc11on ol churcn bUIIO~ngs • 27 years experrence on church desogn 
·In-house archoleclural & eng~neerrng servoces • Varrous archlleclural servoces avaolable 
• $40/sl average oncl pews. carpel. sound & hghlong • To1a1 managemenllrom s1ar11o lonosn 
• lntrooucmg our new Willtamsburg oestgn • lnteuor destgn servtces provtoed 

CALL FOR VIDEO INTRODUCTION AND MORE INFORMATION 
(214) 581-8322 

[318) October 1991 
FIRM FOUNDATION 

3600 Old Bullard Rd .. Suile 200, Tyler. TX 75701 (800) 847-0082 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A oollectlon of thousands of 
scripture references, each summarized and organized 
under hundreds of logically-arranged subject areas. 
Includes over 2,000 lnteresUng, Important discussion
stimulating questions. This extremely dear and easy guide 
to the Bible Is a must for every Chr1sUan's library. 
It Is Ideal lor Bible classes for all ages and for oottage 
evangellsUc studies focused on the simplicity and power 
ofNewTestament ChrlsUanlty. Orderbysendlng$10.50 
to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for Increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more In your 
oongregatlon. Elders or Church leaders wrtte for free 
Information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 Vandegrift Ave., 
Rockville, MD 20851 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale---an active oongregaUon. 4017 Memorial Drive, 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299--1475. 

SECOND ANNUAL HOME SCHOOL CONFERENCE 
October 17-21 . Rt. 6 Box 5010, Pall City, AL 35125. Ph. 
(205) 338-1 843. 

ADMINISTRATOR/CARETAKER. FORT HILL CHRIS
TIAN YOUTH CAMP, Hillsboro, OH. DuUes: Olerseelng 
camp program, maintenance, promotion and fund rais
Ing. Salary negotiable. Home furnished. Send resume 
to: Bob Manasco, P.O. Box 410, Sardis, Ohio 43946. 
614-483-2363. 

HAVE GOSPEL-WILL TRAVEL. Holding three-day 
meetlngs.Frlday-Saturday-and Sunday. PresenUngChrist 
as Prophet-Prtest-and-King. Write G. E. Gower, 616 South 
78th St., Tacoma, Washington 98408 or call 206-473-
6867. Reference supplied on request. Fifty years 
experience as a gospel preacher. 

TEACHERS WANTED 
Come to sunny tropical South Florida 

All teachers who want to 
work in a mission 

area in a secure Christian 
environment 

K-3-12th secondary-elementary positions 
open 

Apply ... 
Redland Christian Academy 

17700 S.W. 280 Street 
Homestead, Florida 33031 

(303) 247-7399 (305) 248-8299 

:Finn :Foundation (jradu£ Cunicu.fu_m 
WE LEARN TO LIVE 
Time-Tested, Bible-Centered 

Doctrinally Sound, Graded Bible 
School Series 

Toddlers Through Grade 12 
For Infonnation: 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
(817) 498-8512 



THE TENTH ANNUAl DENTON lECTURES 

DUB McCLISH, DIRECTOR 

BEARD BERARD BROWN CATES 

COUEY CON LEY CONNALLY M . DEAVER R. DEAVER 

·-HAll 

MUSIC PH ILLI PS RHODES SPENCER TAYLOR 

VARNER WARREN WEIR WHIITEN 

STUDIES IN 1, 2 SAMUEl 
NOVEMBER 10-14, 1991 

TENTH ADL SCHEDULE - STUDIES IN 1, 2 SAMUEL 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

9:00 AM Alton Har~ 
10:00 AM Dub McCiosh 

12 00 PM l unch Breo~k 

2.00 PM Edd1c Wh111en 
3:00PM T1m Ayers 

4.00 PM Jeff Spencer 

5:00 PM Dinner BreJk 

7:00 PM Goebel Mus•c 
8 :00 PM Andrew Connally 

1, 2 Samuel - An Int roduct ion 
Obtditnct to God's Word 

Th• Ending of DO\ id 's Rtign (2:22:t-H :2SI 
Difficult Pass.~ges: Ale I Samuel 10: 10·12 and 
19:2.; conuad•ctoryl WhAt \\.lS tht" .. e,,f sp1ul" ' 
thdt •fflocted S.1UI (I SJm. 16.14, 16. 23: 18:10: 
19·l9H \Vh y d td Saul Jnd Abner not rccogn•ze 
Davod II Sam 16:18·23. 17:55·5811 
The Ark C.tptured , Returned; lsr.1el Repents 
(I 4:1· 7 171 

Consequences or RejeC1ing God's Servolnt 
D.wid 's Lauer f light from S•ul (1.2S: 1-27:121 

MONDAY, NOVEMBE R 11 
9:00AM l ynn Malhcny Difficu lt P.us.1ges: How could Dav1d ha\e been 

more ov1lc t han Mtchal charged (2 S.lm. 6 .20·231? 
Why WJS Dav•d a llowed 10 keep 8Jthshcba (2 
Sam. II 1-2 7 . 121·25iiS~nceGodmo,edD•"d 
to number lsr.1el, why was D.w1d gmhy of sm (2 
s.m. 24·1. 10 -1711 

10:00 AM Thomas 8 \Vauen Ignoring Cod's Will for thr F.!lmily 
11 :00 AM Bob Bera rd The Oem .1nd for .11 King o1 nd So~ul 's Appoint· 

men I (I 8 J. tO 271 

12:00 PM lunch Brc.1k 

2;()() PM Ortln Rhodes Victory 0 \ tt the Ammonites, the Kingdom 
Rent\\td, and So~muef 's folrt\\ t lf (1 ll : f.I2 :1 Sl 

J 00 PM Discussion forum 
Garl.11nd Ellcms Is Any Humtln AC1i\ily ln\·ol\cd in So~lutionl 

3:45 PM Carland Elk 1 n~ Qucst•on~ !rom the lloor on Forum lop•c 

5 00 p,,, Dinner Bre,alc 

8.00 PM Raben Taylor 

The Birth, TrAining, and Establishment of 
S•mutl (1·1 1·3 211 
A Study of Christ and His Kingdom in 1. 2 
S.smucl 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 
9.00 AM Jerry Moftlll 

1 1.00 AM Gary Colley 

12·00 PM lunch BrNk 

2 00 PM O.auell Be.ud 

Answering F.1lsc Doctrines: "Th{' prophecies 
conccrmng D.w•d'~ son td{'r lo .1n l'.Hihly 
ktngdom f2 S,lm 7 12·17)'' " 1. 2 Samud ap· 
prov{'S 'Situal•on cth•cs· fc.g . I Sam 21 ·2. 6. 8; 
27·8·12; 2 S.Jm. 15 ·32-37, 16·1S-19: 17 ·Sff, 
19·201" '1he 1rea1men1 of 1he Amdlel..llt'i and 
Agag .1rc conUJty to God's lo-..e fl S.1m. I 5:3, 
18·19, 3)1 " 
Otl\id Anointtd King. Joins S.1ul's Courl, Slays 
Golia th (1 ·16.1·17.561 
D.tvid 's f.arl y flight From Saul (I 21 1·2-J 22) 

Tho lasl D•~s of King Saul (I 28 J.) 1.131 

3 :00 PM Discussion forum 
Mac Oe.i\Ct 

3:45 PM Mac Dea\er 

5:00 PM Dinner Ortak 

7:00 PM Perry H.111 

8:00 PM Roy C. Oe.a\et 

Arr Things T.Jught by l mpliCoJt ion Bindingl 
QuMIIons hom the floor on forum top•c 

The Kingdo n United Under Onid a nd 
fe rus• lem M•de His Cap it.JI (2·S 1-&:231 
A Study o f the 0.1ngrr of Wa nti ng To Be li L. e 
tht "Nations" in 1, 2 Samuel 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
9.00 AM Tom H1cks 

10:00 AM Bubba Phollops 

12:00 P,\\ l u nch Brt.".Jic 

2:00 PM Cloff lyons 
J:OO PM Discu ssion forum 

Buster Dobbs 

3:45 PM Buster Dobbs 

S:OO PM Dinner BrNic 

7:00 PM Cun•s Cates 

8 :00PM \V Terry Varner 

Onid's Pl.11n To Build a Temple .1nd the C re.H 
Messi~n ic Promise (2:7:1·29) 
Answering F.11lse Ooc trints: "'God .1cccp1., 
rehg1ous or moral bcha\10r as long d') ont> l 'i. 

smccrc (1 S.1m. 16:7)." " DJ\'Id .1nd Jon.uh.m 
had J homos(• a. u.ll rclauonsh•p 11 Sam 18: 1·-1 
19:1: 20. 17, 30. 41 : 23:16- 18: 2 ~.1m . I 25·161 
"Smc{' Davtd had several w1ves and concuhmt.' ') 
(I Sam. 18 27, 2 SJm. 3 2·5. 1)-16. 5·1J.J5 
11:26·27), IllS pemuss1blc to h a\ e S£>\ NJI WI\(", 

now .. 
Grie\ o us Problrms Amo ng th r Ch ild ren of 
David (2: 13 1·14·391 

Dnid Sins and Repents (2. 11·1· 12.Jl) 

Is l he New T est o~ment " "Con~titution .. or 
Merrly .1 " lo\e lelltr"l 
Questto ns rrom tht• floor o:-t Forum roptc 

Th t Fr iend~hip o f O.nid .1nd Jon.11th.tn a nd 
S.1ul's Host ility Towt~rd O,wid II 18:1·20 ·l21 
Absalom A:ebrls .md Da\ id Fires (1· 15 1· 19 .: 31 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
9:00 AM Garell roreh.1nd 

10:00 AM M arvm \Veu 

11 :00 AM Jesse Wlutlock 

12:00 PM lun ch Rre.dc 

Onid's ReiKn 0\'('r fudah (l.J.J . .J · tlt 
DiHicult Po~ ssages: tlow c.tn OJv1d"') .. e,er.ll 
\\t\{.") .1nd co ncubmes be h.umontlt'ft ~"th 
God\ mam.1~;e l.nv uom the tx•gtnntn~ IGt.•n 
2 2-J . MJt 19.5. I S.1m 18·27 2 Sam 3 l ·S 
13·16, 5 ll· 1S; 1 1 26·27)1 \Vhy \\ ,ls Acht~h .,o 
benevolent toward O.wtd (1 S.1m 27: 1· 7H Hm , 
coulrf the already sl,lughtcr(-d Am.lle kth•s .mad. 
Zoklog (I SJm. 27 6 ·9. 30 Ill 
David 's l.ut 8 dltl<'s 12:20 1·21 22l 

2:00PM Bobby loddell 0.-·id h tond• tho Kingdom (2 8 1-10 191 
3:00 P,\>\ Discussion Forum 

Noel Mt~ttd{'lh Does the Bible Set forth " P.111ern Theology" I 
3.45 PM Noel ~\.\(•udelh Qut:SIIOns !rom th (' floor on Forum top•< 

5:00 PM Dinner Bre.1k 

7:00PM Oa\1d BrO\\n 

8.00 PM O,urell Conley 

So~ul Re\olls Against the Philisl inN, Oisobe)S 
God , h Rejected by God ( I 13 1-15·351 
1, 2 S.amurl - A Summolr) 

PRESENTE D BY 
BOOK AN D TAPES OF 
LECTURES AVAILABLE CHURCH OF CHRIST 312 PEARL ST. • 817/367-3531 

DENTON, TEXAS 76201 

DAILY DISCUSSION FORUMS ON CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS 



"Speaking as the Oracles of God" Lectureship 
Basic Bible Teaching and Issues Facing the Church 

November 1-3, 1991 

FRIDAY 
7:00P.M ......................... God DOES Exist ................................................ .............................. Robert Taylor 
8:00P.M ......................... The Theory of Evolution IS False .................................................... Curtis Cates 

SATURDAY 
9:00A.M ..................... ... The Bible IS the Word of God ..................... .................... ......... ....... Curtis Cates 
I 0:00 A.M ....................... Some Versions of Bible NOT Reliable ................. ........... ................ Robert Taylor 
II :00 A.M .................. ..... Questions and Answers ................................ ......... ........................... Bright, Cates, 

Taylor 
l :30 P.M ................ .... ..... Ladies # 1: The Woman as Bible Teacher ...................................... Dorothy Steury 

Ladies #2: What a Woman Can Do to Help Evangelize ................ Irene Taylor 
Ladies #3: The Wives of Church Leaders ..... ......... ........................ Marty Lyons 
Mens #1: The Christian Husband and Father ............................... Tom Bright 
Mens #2: Leadership in the Church .............................................. Howard Horton 

2:30P.M ............ ............. Bible Truth IS Absolute and Attainable ........................................... Tom Bright 
3:30 P.M ......................... Only True Worship PLEASES God ................................................ Ralph Steury 
4:30P.M ......................... Men in Sin ARE Lost ............ ........................................................... Keith Mosher 
5:30 P.M ......................... Man MUST Believe, Love, Obey Jesus in Order to Be Saved ........ Gary Henson 

SUNDAY 
9:30 A.M ........................ Problems and Needs ofToday's Homes .................... ........... ....... ..... David Brown 
I 0:30 A.M ............. .......... There Is Only One Church ............................. ............................. ..... Bruce Ligon 
ll :30 A.M . ...................... Lunch (On your own) 
2:30P.M ......................... There WILL Be a Judgment Day ........................... ............. ............ Benny Moore 
3:30P.M ......................... Only ONE Reason for Divorce and Remarriage . ............................. Ron Cosby 
4:30 P.M ..................... .... Bible Passages Misused by Some Brethren ...................................... Wayne Price 
5:30P.M ......................... Loving the Truth and Standing for It ................................................ Joe Gilmore 

Electrical hook-ups for RV units will be provided on the church property. A staffed nursery will be 
provided for all sessions. For more information about housing, call (918) 682-6382. 

Cassette tapes and outline books will be available. 
COME AND ENJOY A GREAT WEEKEND OF BffiLE-CENTERED TEACHING 

Cliff Lyons, Director 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 
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Can't I Keep Her? 
By Lindell Mitchell 

An interesting inquiry concerning what action is 
required of Christians who find themselves in unscriptural 
marriages has come to my attention. It grew out of a 
discussion between two preachers. The brotherposi ng the 
questions indicated that he has asked them at various open 
forums in brotherhood lectureships and received evasive 
answers. An editor of the Firm Foundation has requested 
that I respond to the inquiry. While there is the remote 
possibility thatthere will not be universal agreement with 
what is presented, it will not be evasive. 

One Problem Presented 
"I am fully aware that John the Baptist told Herod 

thatitwas unlawful for him to have his brother's wife and 
that Ezra forced the Jews to put away their heathen wives. 
However, there are some other Old Testament examples 
which tend to suggest, as Foy E. Wallace once did, that 
divorce may not be the only acceptable resolution for a 
marriage in violation ofMatthew 19:9. 

"I want to ask you about the example of David and 
Bathsheba. I hear people say that because repentance 
demands restitution, and the thief is not fTee to enjoy the 
fruits ofhis sin, the unscripturally married couple must 
divorce. However, David married Bathsheba as a result, 
not only of adultery, but of murder. According to some 
preaching I have heard, David would have had to support 
her after killing her husband, but he could not enjoy the 
marriage bed with her, for only his sin allowed him to have 

access to her bed. David did sin, and he did repent. But if 
his repentance did not involve dissolving his marriage to 
Bathsheba, why would someone unscripturally married 
today have to dissolve his marriage? The concept of 
repentance has never changed from the old to the new 
covenants. Surely, no one would say that keeping Baths
heba was God's gift to David for committing murder. 
l(jlling Uriah did not sanctify his sin, so why was he not 
required to put her away when Nathan confronted him if 
people must do so today?" 

The line of argumentation is erroneous for several 
reasons. First, it confuses covenants. David lived under the 
old covenant, whereas we live under the new covenant. 
Paul noted that we should certainly study the former 
covenants (Rom. 15:4), butthisdoesnotmean that we can 
combine them. God allowed many things in the past that 
he will no longer tolerate. For example, David was a God
appointed monarch reigning over the Lord's covenant 
people, but we could not reinstate that arrangement. Christ 
now reigns over God's people (Matt. 28: 18). In the former 
covenant multiple wives and concubines were tolerated. 
This period is described in scripture as being a period of 
ignorance during which God "winked at" various practices 
which were not part of his will. However, with the 
institution of the new covenant he demands repentance 

(Acts 17:30). 
When Jesus addressed the question of divorce, he 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Open MeiDbership 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Under the I'm OK, You're OK philosophy, some in the church have 
subscribed to the view that all good people will be saved. All who say Jesus 
is the Son of God are born again and bound for heaven, according to this 
angle- the only condition is to accept Jesus as the Christ. 

Recently a bulletin from Tulsa town in Oklahoma came across my desk. 
The headingofthearticlewas, "What Is Southern Hi lls' Henneneutic?" The 
author set forth the following principles and implications: 

PRJNCIPLES 
I. The church of Christ is not the only church but is a part of the universal 

church. 
2. The Bible is not a rule book but a guide for living. 
3. Rules are not as important as people. 
4. Christian ity is not legalist ic; rather God's grace provides personal and 

corporate freedom. 
IMPLICATIONS 
I. Accept other fellowships and welcome involvement of believers from non

church of Christ backgrounds. 
2. Christianity is a way to be emotionally and personally happy and a way to 

live in the secular world. 
3. Personal spirituality takes precedent over legalistic interpretations. 
4. Persons previously limited in worship and church activi ties are given greater 

opportunities to participate. 
The writer of the essay sees the Tulsa congregation as "an alternative 

churchofChristandahealingbalm . . .. becauseofouruniquehermeneutic." 
A church in Sti llwater picked up the Southern Hills position and declared 
allegiance to these "principles and implications." The Stillwater bulletin said, 
"Southern Hills is not an ordinary church but neither is Stillwater; we have 
a lot in common." 

An Arizona church prints a bulletin that has the permanent heading: "We 
Fellowship 27 Different Denominations." How odd! Why limit fellowship 
to just twenty-seven denominations-why not all of them? 

This sampling is enough to show that the tendency to out
denominationalize the denominations is gaining a foothold in the body of 
Christ. The new hermeneutic as presented by the majority ofthe participants 
in the Christian Scholars' Conference and the Scholarship Movement has 
this same broad-minded and liberal attitude. 

Because this appears to be growing apace, we need to take a look at it. 
If it is right, we should all jump on the bandwagon; if it is wrong, the 
brotherhoodneeds tobewarned: "Watchman, watchman, whatofthenight?" 

This hankering to find common ground with sectarians may betray a 
dissatisfaction with having to identify with a distinct minority. Rubel Shelly 
said, "The church is a tick on the back of a big dog and fast on the way to 



becoming a dust-mite on a tick on the back of a big dog." Brother Shelly 
announced that he was determined that his children will not grow up in the 
church in which he grew up. Still, brother Shelly has not gone away hand-in
hand with his children . . .. yet! Shelly's father was a good man and an elder 
in the church. Is Shelly telling us his father abused him by bringing him up in 
a tacky, tiny church? It does seem to appear that our dear brother is determined 
to be a big dog and not a speck in infinity. 

This itch to get with the majority ignores the warning, "Thou shalt not 
follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to tum aside 
after a multitude to wrest justice." 

Truth and right and God have always been in the minority. James Russell 
Lowell said, "Truth forever on the scaffold; wrong forever on the throne." 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth said, "Many are called, but few are chosen." 

"Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that enter in thereby. For narrow 
is the gate, and straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that 
find it. Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly are ravening wolves" (Matt. 7: I 3- I 6). 

That wide gate and broad way is where the false prophets are found. When 
we lust for popularity, we place ourselves in the powerofthe ravenous wolves 
in sheep's clothing. Not even a big dog fares well with a hungry wolf. 

Remember, too, the vicious wol fhas no mercy. He may seem to be sweet 
but finally will get blood on his sheepskin covering-your blood! 

This yearning to run with the masses will always bring us to grief. It is not 
a question of being with the many, but it is a question of truth and 
righteousness. When we are consumed with the thought of size, we are in 
danger of desertion. It is just around the next comer. 

We have a standard. We must rally to it, even if we are so few that we 
seem to be no more than a dust-mite. Truth makes us free, when we know the 
truth (John 8:32). The question is not how many, but how true. The Bible is 
the yardstick. Let us go by that and not by the thundering voice of the multi
tude which will only make us deaf to the tender tones of the Savior. 

Some prefer the voice of the devil. 
Jesus began his work on earth with multi pi ied thousands about him. The 

throng received him into Jerusalem. When he died, only a few were at his 
side. There were only 120 disciples in Jerusalem just before that me
morable Pentecost day when the Spirit came upon the apostles. 

Paul mentions 500 who came to see the risen Lord, only 500 among so 
many millions upon God's footstool! They seemed to be no biggerthanadust
mite on the back of a tick on the back of a big dog when compared with the 
hordes that populated the earth. 

From a spiritual point of view, there is no safety in numbers. We must 
measure each professing follower, each doctrine, each deed by the rule of 
sacred scripture. If it is according to the divine law, accept it; if it is not 
acco\:d\ng to the Holy Bible, reject it! Stand! even if you must stand alone. 

One great American leader said, "I'd rather be right than be president." 
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There is not in all men this wisdom. Too many are yes-men 
to the majority. 

Remember the ark ofNoah? It sheltered only eight 
human souls. Remember the Jews in the wilderness? Only 
two male adults who came out of Egypt entered the 
promised land. "It is the remnant that shall be saved" 
(Rom. 9:27). "Even so then at this present time also there 
is a remnant according to the election of grace" (Rom. 
11 :5). 

If the grace of God which brings salvation can be 
found in any or all denominations, then what is our excuse 
for existing? If salvation can be found in the Baptist 
church, then let us slam the doors to our church buildings 
closed and lock them tight. One scholar in the church 
pontificates that the old idea of the history of religion is 
false. He swaggers and struts and loud! y proclaims that we 
don't know what we are talking about. He says the old 
view is that Jesus established a church, but it went into 
apostasy. The attempt to reform it failed, and we need to 
restore the church ofthe New Testament. This, he says, is 
the devil 's own lie! 

Well, then, what is the truth of religious history? Our 
learned brother is quick to answer, "The Pilgrim Church." 
He draws a wavy line to show that the church through all 
the years has never come up to the standard of God's 
revelation. It is sometimes close and sometimes far away 
but never on the line. 

Can't I Keep Her? 
(continued from page I) 

noted that Moses had allowed them extensive latitude 
because of the hardness of their hearts, but he gave new 
legislation. In doing so, he went back to the original intent 
of the Father and said that there is to be one man for one 
woman united in a lifetime covenant of marriage. 

There are two circumstances which allow a Christian 
to enter into another marriage covenant. If a Christian's 
mate dies, he is free to marry any eligible Christian he 
chooses ( I Cor. 7:39; Rom. 7:2). In the event that a 
Christian's mate is sexually immoral, the innocent party is 
free to put the guilty person away and marry another(Matt. 
19:9). This is the legislation which will judge us (John 
12:48). 

4 

Secondly, it is a deadly mistake to array the old 
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The Pilgrim Church is the total of all who profess to 
believe in Jesus under this representation of religious 
history. There are times when they are close to the teaching 
of the New Testament and times when they are far away, 
but never a time when they are exactly correct. 

The problem with this ornery view ofhistory is that the 
facts will not support it. The simple truth is: Jesus did 
establish a church (Matt. 16: 18). The church did forsake 
God and truth and gave heed to "doctrines of demons" ( 1 
Tim. 4: 1-4 ). Therefore, the church needs to be restored on 
the straight line of truth. The wavy line concept has the 
endorsement of neither the Bible nor history. 

Again, I say, if salvation can be found outside the 
church of Christ, we owe the world an apology. We need 
to high-tail it back to the pope, kiss his ring, ask his 
pardon, confess our sin, and get in line. It is inexcusable 
for us to continue to cause confusion and division. 

If, however, salvation can be found only in the 
church of Christ which is the body of Jesus, we'd best 
gird ourselves and denounce every false doctrine. It may 
be painful. We may be few. Still, if we are in that number 
"when the saints go marching in," it will be worth it! 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

(713) 469-3102 

covenant against the new. When you set up a situation 
where there appears to be contradictions and inconsisten
cies in the text, you encourage people to doubt the 
veracity and usefulness of the Bible. When you then 
choose the course of action that appears easiest, the 
resulting confusion leads to the erroneous conclusion that 
the Lord does not mean what he says. 

Third, when one reads the Lord'sjudgmenton David, 
it is obvious that he was not rewarded for his sin. He was 
told that because oft he violence used in eliminating Uriah, 
the sword would never depart from his house (2 Sam. 
12: I 0). Further, he was informed that God intended to 
raise up adversity against David from his own house (2 
Sam. 12: II ). Still further, he was told that his wives would 



be taken before his eyes and given to his neighbor to lie 
with in broad daylight (2 Sam. 12:11b). Nathan also 
assured David that because ofhis sip the son conceived in 
this scheme would die (2 Sam. 12:14). 

If we argue for keeping a wife taken from another man 
based on David's keeping Bathsheba, shouldn't we also 
argue for the sanctions imposed on David? Shouldn't we 
demand the death of the frrstborn? Shouldn't his wives be 
giventotheneighborstoliewithinthesightofall?Clearly 
this is absurd! Why did God allow David to continue his 
marriage with Bathsheba? I do not know. It was a de-cision 
God made as the sovereign of all creation, and I am not 
prepared to second-guess that decision. Nor am I will-ing 
to circumvent divorce and remarriage (Matt. 19: 1-9). 

A Second Problem Presented by the Same Questioner 
"Another question I have for you concerns Joshua 

and the Gibeonites. Israel was expressly forbidden to enter 
into any covenant with any people of the land (Deut. 7 :2). 
However, through the Gibeonites' deception and Israel's 
lack of diligence, they entered into a covenant. The 
covenant was clearly unscriptural as are many marriages 
today. However, when Israel decided to end the unscrip
tural covenant, the leaders forbade them to end it (Josh. 
9: 18). Years later, when Saul in his misguided zeal for the 
Lord original command in Deuteronomy, the Lord sent a 
famine on Israel for the sin of annulling the unscriptural 
covenant (2 Sam 21: I ,2). The question I have is this: If 
repentance demands annulling an unscriptural marriage 
covenant, why was Israel punished for doing so? It seems 
to me that if this Old Testament example means anything 
for us today, it means that the unscripturally married 
couple must repent of their sin, but that it would be wrong 
for them to disannul the marriage. How do you reconcile 
this Bible example and David's continued marriage to 
Bathsheba in light of the current preaching that unscrip
tural marriages must be dissolved?" 

First, observewhatactuallytookplaceinJoshua 9:18. 
It is true that the Jews were forbidden to enter into a 
covenant with the inhabitants of the land. However, the 
Gibeonites deceived them into entering a covenant. I twas 
entered with an oath sworn in the name of God (Joshua 
9: 19). The princes wisely refused to allow the people to 
break the covenant when the deception of the Gibeonites 
was discovered. If Israel had broken this oath taken in 
God's name, it would have given the heathen cause to 
blaspheme God. Since they took provisions from the 

Gibeonites without consulting the Lord (Joshua 9:14 ), and 
carelessly entered into this political covenant in his name, 
they were forced to honor it. 

Secondly, if we are going to argue that one may keep 
a wife taken unlawfully because the Gibeonites profited 
from a deception, shouldn't we demand similar sanc
tions? The Gibeonites were allowed to live but they were 
to live as slaves (Joshua 9:21-23). lfthis text justifies 
keeping a wife taken unlawfully, does it not demand that 
she be kept as a slave? Let us not be guilty of adopting only 
that portion of a text which we think will get us out of a 
difficulty. Rather let us be consistent and do all that it 
demands. How anyone could argue that this text has 
application to marriage, divorce and remarriage is a 
mystery to me. I fear it demonstrates going to the Bible 
after having already decided what will be found and then 
proceeding to find it whether it is actually taught or not. If 
we are unwilling to allow others to pick and choose those 
portions of the former covenant which they feel bolsters 
their positions, then we must not be guilty of the same 
mistake. 

The question is posed, "If repentance demands annul
ling an unscriptural marriage covenant, why was Israel 
punished fordoing so?" They weren't! They were required 
to honor an oath sworn in God's name sealing a political 
alliance which they entered through carelessness. On
scriptural marriages are not considered in this context at 
all. 

If one wishes to see what God demanded of the Jews 
when they entered into unscriptural marriages, Ezra I 0:9-
12 should be consulted. In this text the Jews are com
manded to put away the pagan wives taken in violation of 
their covenant with God. They did not cite the example of 
the deceptive Gibeonites as an excuse justifying their 
transgression. Nor did they cite it as a legal precedent 
allowing them to continue in their sin. Rather, they 
immediately agreed to dissolve their sinful unions. 

I hurt for those who have made a mess of their lives, 
but we do not serve them well by attempting to find loop
holes in the law of God that will enable them to circumvent 
what he has legislated. Nor do we enhance our own 
standing before the Lord when we confuse the covenants 
and engage in sloppy exegesis in an attempt to manufac
ture justification for continuing in sin (Rev. 22: 18-19).1t 
is not the case that every person on earth has the inalienable 
right to r sexual partner. Jesus spoke clearly to the issue 
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(Matt. 19: 1-9),and his words will judge us in the last great 
day (John 12:48). 

P. 0. Box 316 
Livingston, TX 77351 

(Editor's note: The letter writer also wanted to know 
about 1 Corinthians 7:39. He asked, "Most preaching I 
hear says this means the Christian widow must marry a 
Christian. !fthat is so, would not repentance demand she 
divorce a non-Christian spouse, if repentance means that 
all unscriptural covenants are to be dissolved?" The 
premise is in error. The passage in question does not teach 
that a Christian widowmustmanya Christian. The phrase 
"only in the Lord" modifies the verb and not the noun. It 

is marry "in the Lord," and not whom "in the Lord." To 
many in the Lord is to marry in keeping with the Lord's 
instructions about marriage. She is not free to marry 
someone who is not free to marry. If she marries someone 
whoisfreetomany, she marries only in theL01-d. A similar 
expression is "Children, obeyyourparents in the Lord:for 
this is right" (Eph. 6: 1). It is not ''parents" in the Lord, but 
"obey"intheLord. Theparentsdonothavetobemembers 
oft he church for the children to be under divine injunction 
to obey them. If the parents require the child to do 
something that is contrary to God's will, the child may 
disobeybecausethecommandisto "obey in the Lord, "that 
is, in keeping with the Lord's will--Dobbs). 

Our God Is Able 
By George W. DeHoff, Sr. 

After his resurrection, our Lord in g iving the Great 
Commission said, "All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth" (Matthew 28: 18). He proved this power by 
taking the old lawoutoftheway "nailing it to his cross; and 
having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show 
of them openly, triumphing over them in it" (Col. 2: 14-
15). 

Jesus suffered the death of the cross "that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. 
2: 15). WhydidJesus die? "Forthis purpose theSon ofGod 
was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil" (1 John 3:8). 

Christ lives and is still able: 
1. To save mankind. "Wherefore he is able to save 

them to the uttennost that come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. 7:25). 
No other being can do this. 

2. To provide all grace. "And God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound unto every good 
work" (1 Cor. 9:8). 
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3. To succor those tempted. "For in that he himself 
hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor them that 
are tempted" (Heb. 2: 18). How sweet to know that Jesus 
knows, understands and w ill help in every time of need! 

4. To make us stand! In the midst of tribulation and 
trial, he protects his children: "Yea, he shall be holden up 
for God is able to make him stand" (Rom. 14 :4). We will 
never be forsaken by God as long as we faithfu lly serve 
and obey him. 

5. To keep us from falling. "Now to him who is able 
to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy" 
(Jude 24). God is our protector! 

6. To subdue all th ings. Jesus will lead, guide and 
protect us "according to the working whereby he is able 
even to subdue all things unto himself ' (Phil. 3:2 1 ). With 
Christ you are always a wi1mer; he never loses. 

7. To safeguard all entrusted to him. "He is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto him against that 
day" (2 Tim. I: 12). We need never fear any eternal loss 
of anything committed to him. 

8. To perform all his promises. We may fai l, but God 
never fails to keep his promises. Our faith can be like 



Abraham's "beingfullypersuadedthatwhathehadprom
ised,hewasabletoperfonn" (Rom. 4:21 ). God is faithful! 

9. To do above all we ask or think. "Now to him that 
is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that worketh in us" (Eph. 
3:20). 

Let us put our trust in the Lord. He is able! "Our God 
is able to deliver." 

7 49 N. W. Broad Street 
Afuryreesboro,17V37129 

(Editor's note: Brother DeHoffhas given many years 
of distinguished service to the Alaster. We are glad to print 
his very fine article on "Our God Is Able. "God protects us 
and gives us the final victory by the power of his inerrant 
and enduring word. ''And now I commend you to God, and 
to the word ofhis grace, which is able to build you up, and 
to give you the inheritance among all them that are 
sanctified" (Acts 20:32). Alan's part in the salvation 
process is to hold faithfully to the unchanging word of the 
living God. If he does so,final victory is sure. If he fails to 
do so, he loses his everlasting reward. God will do his part. 
Will we do our part? --Dobbs). 
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Man's 
Susceptibility 

for God's Word 
By Earl Trimble 

Some of our brothers are talking about how difficult, 
if not impossible, it is forpeople to understand God's word 
in human language. Several views are put forth covering 
a wide range of problems. 

A few say we have been using the wrong hermeneutic 
and need anew one to understand God's revealed message. 
It's said that our efforts to interpret the scriptures have been 
clumsy and misleading. Yet not one among them will 
specify exactly what he means by this challenge. Is 
baptism a burial and resurrection for the purpose of 
washing away sins? Does God command singing in 
worship and by his silence forbid mechanical instruments 
of music. Those who say our method of searching and 
understanding the Bible is inadequate have an obligation 
to name the particular things in which the church has been 
awkward and deceptive. 

One man claims God could not communicate to us in 
"God-talk" and had to speak to us in "man-talk." He 
explains that man-talk has limitations and is often mis
taken. He describes frustrations associated with trying to 
"read" one another through the medium of human lan
guage and insists this also keeps us from correctly "read
ing" God. He contends that God condescended to us and 
used a medium of communication (the human language) 
which was beneath himself. God is a transcendent God 

' and his real nature and full truth surpass the limited 
capability of human languages to express it, says this 
philosopher. 

Stillanotherclaimsthat"Justasaletterdoesnotreveal 
a full knowledge of the writer, neither do written words on 
a page fully reveal God or how he wants to deal with us." 
The implication is that we must read between the lines of 
the Bible in order to grasp the real meaning of the text or 
receive our knowledge of God and his will through guess, 
intuition and imagination. 

It is vain to insinuate that God had a problem getting 
down on man's human language level. It is egotism to think 
we can second guess God; that we can, by observing the 
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"contextual theology," figure out what God really wanted 
to say but lacked the ability to put in words. This suggests 
we can rise above the problem God faced and determine 
what he meant on his level but could not express to us on 
our level. Men may have trouble talking so they can be 
understood, but God does not. The smartest man in all the 
world is not wiser than God. Even God's foolishness is 
wiser than the most knowledgeable man ( 1 Cor. 1 :25). 

God created man "a little lower than the angels; Thou 
crownedst him with glory and honor, And didst set him 
over the works of thy hands" (Heb. 2:7). Man is made in 
the image and likeness of God (Gen. 1 :26). 

The bottom line of what certain brethren are saying so 
deceptively and so convincingly to many is thatthe inspired 
scriptures cannot reveal fully God's will to man. We would 
be led to believe either ( 1) We must rise above the 
communication problem which God faced and was unable 
to resolve or (2) God must reveal himself and his full 
truth supernaturally or miraculously by putting it directly 
upon man's heart without the use of words. 

The faultfinders are speaking against the Holy Spirit 
and his ability to give us clear instructions in human 
language. The Holy Spirit did not impress God's full truth 
directly upon the hearts of the apostles and New Testament 
prophets but used the medium of words to inform them.lt 
is inexcusably haughty to insinuate that the Spirit do for us 
what he did not do for Paul. 

Some of these critics of the Holy Spirit tell us that we 
must have a personal encounter with Jesus in order to know 
him, that we must dream our way into knowledge. That 
understanding of truth comes by shaking hands with Jesus 
instead of listening to him. Shades of Kierkegaard and 
Bultmann! Such baseless notions must come from reading 
too much vain human philosophy and too little Bible. 

James Fishback wrote a book entitled "Essays and 
Dialo&"Ues on the Powers and Susceptibilities oftheHuman 
Mind for Religion," published in 1834. In "The Christian 
Baptist," Alexander Campbell calls Fishback "an inge
nious and profound reasoner." Fishback was preaching for 
the First Baptist Church in Lexington, Kentucky, when he 
wrote the book. He had a Calvinistic background and held 
to the view that man is born totally depraved. Yet even 
Fishback came to recognize that the Creator made man 
with the faculties of mind for perceiving communications 
through verbal language. This susceptibility of the human 
mind for spiritual knowledge is communicated from the 
mind of God to the mind of man. 
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Fishback wrote, "Our ideas are the signs of things, and 
are the elements of our knowledge, as words are the signs 
of our ideas. God is not an object of sense, but of faith. 
When I say that God is not an object of sense, but of faith, 
I mean that his existence cannot be perceived or inferred 
from nature or from mind, independent of revelation 
made in words or verbal languages. Sense informs us that 
the worlds are, and that all the various objects, substances, 
laws or powers, and properties of nature exist, whether 
animate or inanimate, physical or metaphysical, and 
moral; but faith, or the revelation of God by his word, 
teaches us that they were made; and by revelation we 
know that spiritual beings exist, and that all of them 
except God, were made. God who formed the mind gives 
us spiritual perception and religious knowledge and 
affection by his word." 

Fishback explains: "Revelation began in the garden 
and was gradually enlarged by additional communica
tions from God to the patriarchs and prophets, and 
particularly to these, and was perfected by Jesus Christ in 
the gospel. God has limited himself to his own word in 
communicating the knowledge ofhimselfto the human 
mind; and of course that the religion giving operation of 
his Spirit is by his word, which when received as the word 
of God, works effectually in them that believe it. The 
Bible is a revelation from God, and teaches all that can be 
known of spiritual things, and was written to be read and 
understood by all men. The people have always erred, not 
knowing the scriptures nor the power of God therein 
revealed. 

"There are many forms of expression used in the New 
Testament, which were applicable to the state of things, 
and to events in the days of the apostles, and which were 
descriptive of spiritual operations, gifts and personal 
endowments of Christians then, which cannot, in the 
same sense, be applied to the state of things, and events, 
and to Christians now. The out-pouring of the Spirit, the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, the gifts of the Spirit, and the 
seal and confirmation of the Spirit, as these terms relate 
to the miraculous operations and revelations ofthe Spirit, 
were incident to the apostolic age. The miraculous gifts 
were called the seal of the Spirit, in reference to the 
ancient use of seals to authenticate writings of impor
tance, both in private and public transactions." He contin
ues," All Protestant Christians agree that, since the imme
diate revelations ofthe Spirit ceased, all that is true and all 
that can be known of divine things, is to be found in the 



sense and meaning of the written word of God, and that 
man's religion is most pure and spiritual, which is most 
correspondent in understanding, will, affections and con
duct, with the sense and meaning of that word, although he 
may not be able to explain philosophically anything about 
it. Sinners are converted by the word of God's Spirit, not 
by speculations and theories concerning his operations. 

"Where now, I ask, in the whole book of God, is it 
promised thatthe Spirit shall, by another revelation, other 
than the one he made to the apostles, and which is recorded 
in the New Testament, explain the explanations he gave to 
the apostles, in order that men shall understand and believe 
the word of God? Were such explanations to be really 
made by the Spirit, they would be as justly entitled to a 
place in the New Testament as the word of God, as any 
thing therein contained is." 

Fishback asks: "But to what sect or party of Christians 
have these new explanatory revelations of the Spirit been 
made, by which the revelations and explanations be 
made to the apostles and evangelists, agreeably to Christ's 
promise to them, have been explained? Or, does he make 
a different explanation to each different sect, suited to its 
creed and party views and peculiarities, of which he 
revealed and explained to the apostles? If he does, the 
Holy Spirit is a party spirit! This is not true. If the Spirit 
makes new explanations by immediate operations and 
revelations of what he revealed to them, he must do it by 
the use of words: are these words more intelligible and 
plain than are the words by which he revealed the things 
of God to the apostles, which are recorded as the word of 
God, or have they a different meaning from their words? 
What are the words by which he explains them? Are they 
Chaldee, Hebrew, Greek, or English words? Do these last 
explanations require still other explanations of the Spirit, 
that they may be understood? 

"In this way the inquiry might run on and be endless, 
and it might be demanded that each of the subsequent 
explanations of the Spirit, be sealed and confirmed by the 
miraculous gifts of the Spirit, in proof that they are the 
revelations of God, as were the apostolic revelations. 
These absurdities are the consequence of denying to the 
word of God a sense and meaning which God gave to it 
when he first revealed it, and which is permanently and 
infallibly the same; and of denying to the human mind 
powers and susceptibilities which God gave to it, and 
which it did not lose by the fall, and which he sustains by 
his immediate power, for learning and understanding the 

truth ofhis word, and for believing it by the due exercise 
of them under the direction and influence of suitable 
instruction and cultivation. God has given to the mind a 
constitution, which renders it capable of receiving impres
sions from his word, and of investigating its sense and 
meaning, and of understanding and feeling its truth under 
his immediate sustaining power; and by the operation and 
influence of his word, it is capable of existing in all the 
religious states which form the consciousness of the 
Christian life. The SpiritofGodis everywhere present, but 
in his religion-giving operation is by his word understood 
and believed, and is exerted through the truth upon the 
mind." 

It appears that a number of our brethren are wanting to 
limit God by discrediting the very power and susceptibility 
of the human mind which God designed and made it to 
have. Yet even Mr. James Fishback, amidst his Calvinist 
background, came to realize this truth characteristic of 
God's amazing creature, man. For one to deny this ability 
of perception to the mind of God's creature is to deny 
God's power in creation. Also to deny that God could 
adequately and fully reveal whatever truth he wanted man 
to have is to challenge the power of the Almighty. 

As man's learning increases, he must guard against 
becoming "puffed up" to where he considers himselfto be 
smarter than God. For one to imagine that he could 
overcome the handicap of the human language, whereby 
Godfounditto bean insurmountable problem, borders on 
blasphemy. 

It is true "the secret things belong unto the Lord our 
God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us 
and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words 
of this law" (Deut.29:29). It is folly to think God would 
have us to know more or to do more than what is revealed 
to us in the words of Christ's law. 

God gave us a law and expects us to know and to keep 
it. "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ" (Gal. 6:2). "To them that are without law, as 
without law, not being without law to God, but under law 
to Christ, that I might gain them that are without law" ( 1 
Cor 9:21 ). "He that hath an ear, let him hear." 
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(Editor's note: In the recent Gibson-Jenkins debate brother Steve Gibson presented some interesting information. 
Because the material is exceptional and because it encourages us to be gracious and generous in feeding the hung1y 
and caringfor the sick and suffering, we are pleased to present the full text of the opening speech--Dobbs). 

Steve Gibson's 
First Affirmative Speech 

Gibson--Jenkins Debate, July 8, 1991 
By Steve Gibson 

Brother Jenkins, brethren moderators, ladies and gentle
men: On behalf of the church in Taylor, I welcome you to 
this debate. I am pleased to be here and encouraged that so 
many have come to attend. Preliminary negotiations for 
the debate have been conducted on a high plane and I am 
optimistic that we will have an intelligent and profitable 
discussion. Our aim is truth, and we are glad that your 
zeal for truth has brought you here tonight. 

My proposition states: "The scriptures teach that a 
church, from its treasury, may provide benevolent aid to 
a sinner or one who is safe." 

By the scriptures I mean: The sixty-six books ofthe 
Protestant Bible, recognizing that Christians live under the 
new covenant rather than the old. 

By teach I mean: Toimpartinfonnation; specifically, 
to authorize, to provide warrant for action; and not by 
approved example only, but authorization by either direct 
statement, example, or implication. 

By a church I mean : A local congregation. 
By its treasury I mean: Funds accumulated through 

the first-day-of-the-week contribution ( 1 Corinthians 
16: 1-2). 

By benevolent aid I mean: Free, charitable assistance 
to those in poverty or physical need. According to the 
oracles of God, benevolence means to "do good" and "save 
life" (Mark 3:4), to provide "those things which are 
needful to the body" (James 2: 16), particularly "food and 
raiment" ( 1 Timothy 6:8), either directly or by almsgiving 
(Acts 24: 17). 

By a sinner I mean: A person of accountable age who 
has never obeyed the gospel ( I Peter 4: 17); one who is 
"without," or outside of the church (1 Corinthians 5: 12). 
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By one who is safe I mean: A child who has not 
reached the age of accountabi lity or an adult whose mind 
is similarly undeveloped. It is important to include the 
word "safe" in the proposition, for the real-life dilemma 
fueling this dispute is whether the church may render 
benevolent aid to orphaned children who are not old 
enough to be Christians. 

Finally there is the word may. "May" is a key term in 
my proposition. By the church may, I mean the church 
has a scriptural rightto; that, at the least, the church has the 
prerogative or discretion to choose to act in this way. 

JesussaidinMark 14:7, "Forye havethepoorwithyou 
always, and whensoever ye will ye may do them good." 
God has not assigned Christians, either individually or 
collectively, thetaskofremovingall poverty in the world, 
and no one in this audience will be held personally 
accountable if that entire job is never finished. But Jesus 
nevertheless said of the poor, "ye may do them good," and 
such is a prerogative oft he church in the use of its treasury, 
that in the work o fbenevo lence the church has a rna y-help 
relationship to such people. 

The Sennon on the Mount is the foundation and 
cornerstone ofNew Testament teaching on the extent of 
Christian benevolence. The theme of the sennon is stated 
in Matthew 5:20: "Exceptyourrighteousness shall exceed 
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in 
no case enter into the kingdom ofheaven." The Pharisees 
practiced the "3 R's" ofJewish righteousness: almsgiving, 
prayer, and fasting. And Jesus discusses each in tum: 
almsgiving (in 5:42; 6:4), prayer (in 6:5-15), and fasting 
(in 6: 16- 18). Jesus responds to the Pharisaic doctrine of 
almsgiving: "Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou 



shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But I say 
unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be 
the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For ifye love 
them which love you, what reward have ye? Do not even 
the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren 
only, what do ye more than others? Do not even the 
publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect. Take heed thatye do not your 
alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no 
reward of your Fatherwhich is in heaven. Therefore when 
thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 
that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, 
They have their reward" (Matthew 5:43; 6:2). 

Matthew 6:2 discusses almsgiving "in the syna
gogues." Brother M.C. Kurfees, in his classic work Instru
mental Music in the Worship, chapter 13, says it is a "fact, 

generally understood and admitted, that the worship of 
the church of Christ was patterned after that of the 
Jewish synagogue" (p. 135). Even the church treasury, 
while chosen by inspiration, was actually modelled on the 
benevolence of these Jewish congregations. The pre
decessor of the church treasury was known as the syna
gogue charity fund. 

The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible 
says: "Several administrative positions appear in the later 
history of the synagogue. The chief of these is the 'collec
tor'or'almoner,'whosetaskitwastocollectanddistribute 
fundsforthepoor. The publicgivingofalms was a feature 
of the late Jewish religious community" (Vol. 5, p. 566). 

The Jewish Background ofChristianity by Levinson, 
says: "The question of caring for the poor, which came to 
the fore at an early stage of the Christian life, was solved 
on the lines which we know to have existed in the 
synagogue" (p. 192). 

Frisch's History of Jewish Philanthropy says: "The 
congregational basis and form of organized relief was 
taken over by the Christian churches when these separated 
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from the Jewish community. The Christian deacons and 
presbyters in their capacity of supervisors and dispensers 
of charity corresponded to the JewishPamasim (provid
ers) and Gabbaim (treasurers or dispensers)" (p. 40). 
Kaufinan Kohler, former President of Hebrew Union 
College, says of the synagogue charity fund: "We have the 
most accurate information about the Jewish system of 
relief as far back as Hillel's time" (Hebrew Union College 
and Other Addresses, p. 242). 

Jesus said, "When thou doestthine alms, do not sound 
a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the syna
gogues." Adam Clarke comments that "chests or boxes, 
forreceivingalmsofwell-disposedpeoplewereplacedin 
the synagogues." 

Both the church treasury and the synagogue charity 
fund are mentioned in the NewTestament(Matt. 6:2; Acts 
2:42-45), existed from the beginning of their respective 
institutions, were organized for the purpose of benevo
lence, wereoverseen by officers called elders (Luke 7:3-
5; Acts 11 :30}, and were administered by servants of 
good reputation. 

TheZondervan Encyclopedia says, "There is no doubt 
that the 'collector' or 'almoner' of the synagogue who 
ministered to the poor was the model for the 'deacon' 
[mentioned in] Philippians I: 1 and I Timothy 3." 

There is evidence that the synagogue charity fund 
was collected weekly and formed the basis of a "daily 
ministration" comparable to that described in Acts 6:I. 
Furthermore, the Hebrew term for charity ,zedekah, can be 
translated into Greek as either "righteousness" or "alms," 
and it is significant that the apostle Paul used both terms 
to describe the church collection (Acts I4: I7; 2 Cor. 9: 1 0). 

Jesus knew the charity fund was destined to be adopted 
by his church. So he condemned abuses of the system 
when he talked about God's reward for givers in 
Matthew 6:2. 

Abraham Cronbach of Hebrew Union College sum
marizes the ancient Jewish doctrine of "Rewards for 
Benevolence" (Hebrew Union College Annual, Vol. 18 
[1944], pp. 139-143). Cronbach says inter-testamental 
Jews promised that the man who gave alms would "gam
er lavish rewards." He says the anticipated "rewards for 
benevolence" included fruitful gardens, financial secu
rity, freedom from disease and misfortune, and even 
male offspring. Cronbach also says that it was customary 
for the almsgiving of the rich to be "declared in the 
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congregation," that is, announced at the synagogue ser
vices. No wonder Jesus said," Don't be like 'the hypocrites' 
who give alms in 'the synagogues'; they expect a reward 
from God, but they receive their reward from men!" 

But Cronbach's next point is even more vital, for he 
says: "Benevolence will gamer lavish rewards. Provided 
the recipient be godly, the giver's recompense is assured
if not from the beneficiary, at least and by al1 means, from 
God." But he says, "To feed and keep alive the wicked 
is hazardous. Only the faithful man deserves to be 
sustained." 

Such was the teaching of the Jews on rewards for 
benevolence. And that, brethren, is why Jesus began his 
discussion of "rewards" back in Matthew 5:46 and his 
discussion of almsgiving in Matthew 5:42. 

In verse 43, Jesus says: "Ye have heard that it hath 
been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine 
enemy." Gleason Archer says: "This summary of the 
teaching sounds like a pronouncement by a doctor of the 
Law rather than a quotation from the Mosaic text .... 
Nowhere in the Torah was it ever stated that a true 
believer was to hate his [enemy]. This could only be a 
casuistic interpretation by later 'lawyers."' 

The Pharisees did in fact make a distinction between 
Jewish "neighbors" and Gentile "enemies." One rabbi 
said: "A Jew sees a Gentile fall into the sea, let him by 
no means lift him out: for it is written, 'Thou shalt not 
riseupagainstthebloodofthyneighbor.'Butthisisnotthy 
neighbor" (Horne's Introduction, Vol. 3, p. 364). No 
wonder the lawyer of Luke 10 asked Jesus, "Who is my 
neighbor?" 

One of the most important Jewish statements on 
hating Gentile enemies comes from the Septuagint Bible, 
a Greek translation of the Old Testament used by first
century Jews. In addition to the Old Testament proper, the 
Septuagint Bible contains certain books known as "the 
Apocrypha." The Jews did not regard these books as 
inspired. But because they provide a valuable record of 
Jewish history during the inter-testamental period, the 
Jews sought to insure their preservation and appended 
them to the Septuagint Bible. 

One of these extra books in the Septuagint Bible was 
the book ofSirach. Around 180 B.C., Joshua ben Sira, a 
scribe who epitomizes "the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees," made the following statement about "re
wards for benevolence." If you do good, know to whom 



you do it, and you will be thanked for your good deeds. Do 
good to the devout, and you will be repaid--if not by them, 
certainly by the Most High. No good comes to one who 
persists in evil or to one who does not give alms. Give to 
the devout, butdonothelpa sinner. Do good to the humble, 
but do not give to the ungodly; hold back their bread, and 
do not give it to them, for by means ofittheymightsubdue 
you; then you will receive twice as much evil for all the 
good you have done to them. For the Most High also hates 
sinners and will inflict punishment on the ungodly. Give 
to the one who is good, and do not help the sinner (Sirach 
12:1-?NRSV). 

Notice particularly verses four and seven, in red letters 
on the wall chart, both of which plainly declare, "Do not 
help a sinner." Jesus, however, condemned this doctrine as 
an abuse of synagogue charity. 

Notice seven points of contrast between Jesus the 
Christ and Ben Sira the scribe. First, Sirach used "neigh
bor" to denote fellow Jews. He said, "Love thy neighbor," 
but implied that we should not love sinners, saying God 
"also hates sinners" (Sirach 12:6). 

Jesus began, "Y e have heard that it hath been said--" 
by scribes like Joshua ben Sira, that is--"Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, 
Love your enemies." 

Second, there is the contrast between love and hate. 
Third, pay particular attention to the expression "do 

good." Both speakers use "do good" to denote physical 
benevolence. The scribe said, "lfyoudogood"(v.l); "Do 
goodtothedevout" (v. 2); "Do good to the humble" (v. 5); 
and he referred to sharing bread as "the good you have 
done to them." By contrast, Jesus said, "Love your en
emies, do good to them that hate you." It is clear beyond 
cavil that both parties use "do good" to denote physical 
benevolence. And if you notice that the words "do good" 
are missing from your American Standard Version, they 
are unquestionably included in the parallel context in Luke 
6:27. 

Fourth, notice how both passages appeal to God's 
example. Ben Sirasays, "Donotgivetotheungodly ... For 
the Most High also hates sinners and will inflict punish
ment on the ungodly." Jesus' argument is a stunning 
contrast: "Do good to them that hate you .... that ye may 
be the children of your Father which is in heaven." Jesus 
corrected the Jews' idea ofbenevolence by correcting their 
concept of God. 

Luke 6:35 says, "But love ye your enemies, and do 
good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward 
shall be great, and ye shall be called the children of the 
Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 
Be ye therefore merciful as your Father also is merciful." 
Merciful means" benevolent." Ben Sira calls God "the 
Most High" and Jesus calls him "the Highest." Jesus may 
have had this very passage in mind when he spoke. 

Fifth, Sirach talks about giving bread. "Do good to the 
humble, but do not give to the ungodly; hold back their 
bread, and do not give it to them" (v. 5). And that is 
precisely the point Jesus was getting at when he said God 
"maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust." God helps the 
unjust grow grain, so we should not hesitate to share bread 
with sinners, too. 

Isaiah 55: 10 says, "The rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth 
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give seed to the sower and bread to the eater." Ben Sira 
said, "Do not give to the ungodly; hold back his bread;" 
Jesus answers by saying, "God sends his rain on the 
unjust and that rain gives bread to the eater." 

THE DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL 
STUDY BIBLE 

ROY DEAVER 
For fifty years of Bible study, preaching, and teaching the Word of 

God I have regarded THE DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE as being 
THE WORLD'S FINEST STUDY BIBLE. During these years I have also been 
a distributor of this wonderful Bible. 

For many, many years I have required that my students possess and 
use this Bible, together with the special WORKBOOKS which have been 
prepared to be used with this Bible. This is an unusually fine set of workbooks. 

I would like for you to have these excellent study tools for your very 
own personal home Bible study. 

There are different bindings available, different colors, and at different 
prices. I strongly recommend the Number 100, black genuine Morocco grained 
leather. 

This Bible, the # 100, sells for $65.00: the workbooks sell for $1 5.00, 
a set of four. 

Be sure to include your check with your order. Please print your name 
and your mailing address (including your zip code and your telephone number). 

Postage is paid and delivery is guaranteed. 
Send your orders to 

BIBLICAL NOTES, 7401 GLENHAVEN PATH, AUSTIN, TX 78737 

BIBLES REBOUND 
Genuine Leather--$18.00 

Postage Appreciated 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone (805)721-8925 

121 0 9th Ave. Delano, CA 93215 

November 1991 [333) 13 
FIRM FOUNDATION 



Both food and rain illustrate the command to "do 
good." Psalm 85: II says, "Righteousness shall look down 
from heaven. Yea, the Lord shall give that which is 
good; and our land shall yield her increase." Acts 14:17 
says God "did good" when he gave us rain and food. 
Romans 12:20 says we "overcome evil with good" when 
we feed our enemies. 

Jesus'sunandrainillustrationalsohelpsusunderstand 
why Paul said, "If any would not work, neither should he 
eat" (2 Thessalonians 3: I 0). God feeds "the unthankful" 
and "the evil" (Luke 6:35). But he does it by sun and rain 
and says "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread" 
(Gen. 3: 19). God will not feed a man who refuses to work! 

Sixth, the issue is whether bread is to be given to 
"brethrenonly."Ben~irasaid, "Givetothedevout,butdo 
not help the sinner; Do good to the humble, but do not give 
to the ungodly; Give to the one who is good, but do not 
help the sinner." According to the Jerusalem Bible trans
lation, to give to a sinner was to forfeit one's "reward" 
(Sirach 12:2). 

Jesus reversed that doctrine when he said, "For ifye 
love them which love you, what reward have ye?" (Mat
thew 5:46); "Ifye do good to them which do good to you, 
what thanks have ye?" (Luke 6:33); "If ye salute your 
brethren only, what do ye more than others?" (Matthew 
5:47). He was preparing his church to "exceed the right
eousness of the scribes and Pharisees" in the giving of 
alms. 

Commentators say that Ben Sira presents a "sad 
contrast" to Jesus; that the two "flatly contradict;" that one 
is the "precise opposite" of the other; that Sirach needs 
"the correction of the gospel." 
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that it was the forerunner of the church treasury; that Jesus 
endorsed the synagogue arrangement; that Jesus sought, 
however, to correct its abuses; that one of its abuses was 
the Jewish doctrine of" rewards" which cried "do not help 
a sinner;" and that Jesus reversed this idea entirely by 
citing God's own example ofbenevolence to the evil. 

There can be no doubt that Matthew 5:43; 6:4 autho
rize church treasury benevolence to sinners! Jesus, like the 
scribes he was refuting, used the expression "do good" to 
denote physical benevolence and the sharing of bread. 
Sinners may be fed, for God's children are benevolent to 
the "unjust" and the "evil." 

The passage applies to collective benevolence because 
it applied to the synagogue charity fund in Matthew 6:2. 
Jesus knew that the synagogue would give way to the 
church, and he was teaching in advance the principles that 
would govern his kingdom. 

It will not help brother Jenkins to contend, as he has 
before, that the "enemy" of a church would be a denomi
nation. For a denomination is just as much an enemy to the 
individual Christian as it is to local congregations. 

Moreover, if" do good" means physical benevolence, 
it is impossible, in thenatureofthecase, for anyone to "do" 
that sort of" good" to a denomination--for denominations, 
as such, do not have physical bodies. lf"do good" means 
spiritual good, "a true congregation must not try to reform 
a false religious body." The book of Matthew was 
intended for Jews and Jewish Christians. How could a 
Jewish convert, familiar with the synagogue practice of 
benevolence to "brethren only," read the book ofMatthew 
in the latter half of the first century and conclude that the 
church from its treasury was to do no more? 

The apostle Paul echoes the teaching of Jesus in 
Galatians 6: I 0: "As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith." 

Paul also intended to contradict the Jews. The ancient 
writerChrysostom comments: "Therefore, he says, 'as we 
have opportunity, let us do good unto all men,' hereby also 
setting them entirely free from the narrow-mindedness of 
the Jews. For the whole of their benevolence was confined 
to their own race, but the rule of life which grace gives 
invites both land and sea to the board of charity, only it 
shows a greater care for its own household" (Commentary 
on Galatians). 

Galatians 6: I 0 authorizes church treasury benevo-



lence to sinners! Paul used the expression "do good" to 
denote physical benevolence just like Jesus did. 

The Arndt and Gingrich Lexicon says that "good" 
( agathon) is used specifically ofbenefaction, or charity, in 
Galatians 6: 10. Sinners may be fed for Paul says "Do good 
to all men," and "all men" is the equivalent of Jesus' 
expression "the just and the unjust." And the passage 
applies to the church treasury because the "opportunity" in 
view was the Jerusalem collection. 

A parallel passage is 2 Corinthians 9: 13 in which Paul 
mentions a sister congregation's "liberal distribution unto 
them and unto all men." Again, Paul adds the expression 
"all men" inordertoidentifywithJesusandcontradictthe 
Judaizers and Jews. 

2 Corinthians 9: 13 authorizes church treasury benevo
lence to sinners! No one denies that it concerns the church 
treasury. No one denies that Paul uses the expression 
"good work" to denote physical benevolence in 2 Corin
thians 9:8. We may help sinners, for the Corinthians' 
willingness to give alms to "all men" proved their subjec
tion to the teaching of Christ. 

To summarize, my argument is both positive and 
negative. On the positive side, I contend that Jesus taught 
about the church treasury prospectively and that the 
apostle Paul followed the teaching of Jesus. Stated nega
tively, I contend that Jesus specifically rejected the doc
trine of congregational benevolence to "brethren only." 
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A common-sense principle ofBible interpretation is this: 
When the Jews taught a doctrine and it was rejected by 
Jesus, his apostles and prophets should be understood to 
agree with him in rejecting that doctrine and anything 
equivalent to it. 

The Jews taught the doctrine of carnal Messianic 
kingdom, but Jesus rejected that doctrine. Therefore, his 
apostles and prophets should be understood to reject the 
doctrine of a carnal Messianic kingdom and anything 
equivalent to it including premillennialism. 

The Jews taught a doctrine of divorce and remarriage 
for "every cause," but Jesus rejected that doctrine. There
fore, his apostles should be understood to reject the 
doctrine of divorce and remarriage for every cause and 
anything equivalent to it in 1 Corinthians 7: 15. 

Even so, the Jews taught a doctrine of congregational 
benevolence to brethren only (Matthew 5:46; 6:2), but 
Jesus rejected that doctrine in the Sermon on the Mount. 
Therefore, his apostles should be understood to reject 
the doctrine of congregational benevolence to brethren 
only and anything equivalent to it. 

The scriptures teach (in Matthew 5:43; 6:2,2 Corin
thians 9:6-13; Galatians 6:6-10) that a church, from its 
treasury, may provide benevolent aid to a sinner or to 
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Shelly's Newspaper Article 
There appeared in the Nashville Tennessean newspa

per on July 22, 1991, an article by Rubel Shelly under the 
title, "God Never Alters--But the Church Must Change." 
An excerpt follows: 

"Jubilee '91, an annual event of area churches of 
Christ, has put the issue of change versus constancy in 
religion on the newspaper's front page. But does ail the 
talk really mean anything? Churches tend to be rigid, 
inflexible, and unchanging. 

"The God of Judea-Christian scripture, on the other 
hand, is always doing exciting things. More often than not, 
he shocks and swprises. To the dismay of the religious 
'establishment,' he will never be defined by the imperfect 
dogmas we formulate or confined to the deep ruts of our 
traditions. 

"Jesus warned anyone who followed him about put
ting the 'new wine' of the ·Christian gospel into 'old 
wineskins' of tradition. The old skins will burst. The 
refreshing wine will spill and be ruined. 'No,' said Jesus, 
'new wine must be poured into new wineskins.' 

"God doesn't change, butthechurchmustchange. It is 
God's vehicle across time and cultures to communicate the 
unchanging message that he loves humankind immeasur
ably. 

"The 'baby boomers' dropped out of organized reli
gion in their 20's. Why? They saw too much racism in the 
church. They saw the church aligned with the wealthy 
and powerful instead of the poor and powerless. They 
heard tedious preachers delivering threadbare speeches on 
insignificant themes. 

"Now in their 30's and 40's, these same people--a bit 
jaded by harsh reality but still retaining vestiges of their 
idealism--are looking for a church that has changed. 

"These 'baby boomers' are coming back to examine 
churches they left a generation ago. If they perceive that 
those churches haven't taken seriously the message of 
repentance (i.e., change) in their absence, they will reject 
them again. They will reject sin, hypocrisy, and affecta
tion. They will reject dullness, irrelevance, and mo
notony." 

The Nashville Jubilee 
By J. E. Choate 

At the close of the Nashville Jubilee '91 sponsored 
by the Antioch, Woodmont Hills, and Madison churches 
of Christ, the above article by Dr. Rubel Shelly appeared 
in the Nashville Tennessean. 

Headlines on the front page of the Tennessean unfa
vorabletoJubilee'91 had appeared. Dr. Shelly's essay was 
designed to put a good face on Jubilee '91. (Not all the 
area churches of Christ participated.) 

The first sentence of the essay read, "Jubilee '91, an 
annual event of area churches of Christ, has put the issue 
of change versus constancy on religion on the front page." 

The year of Jubilee was the highest and the holiest in 
the Jewish calendar. It was a year of"release" and arrived 
after "seven sabbatical" years starting on the high and holy 
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day Yom Kippur, which was the Day of Atonement. All 
debts were released and each man returned to his ancestral 
inheritance. It was a time of forgiveness and renewal. 
Moses commanded, "Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, 
and keep my judgments, and do them; and ye shall dwell 
in the land safely" (Lev. 25:8- I 8). Dr. Shelly calls for 
"change," Moses called for obedience to sacred dogma. 

Headlines on the front page read: "Conservative 
Churches May Foster Incest," and "Fun and Forgiveness 
Keys for Churches." Brethren H. A. (Buster) Dobbs and 
Roy Deaver accurately described what went on during 
Jubilee '91 (Firm Foundation, August '91 ). 

Dr. Shelly applauded the notoriety directed at "con
servative" churches of Christ. Ray Waddle, Religion 



Editor of the Tennessean reported accurately what was 
saidduringthecourseoftheNashvillemeetings. Those of 
us who were present will attest to this. 

There is no question but that conservative churches of 
Christ are under siege. In 1890, the chief leaders of the 
Christian Church mounted a campaign to move the organ 
and missionary society into the Nashville churches of 
Christ. They worked for twenty years to achieve this goal. 
The U. S. Religious Census published in 1910 confirmed 
that the Christian Church and churches of Christ were 
divided. The "digressives" captured only the Woodland 
Street Christian Church in Nashville. 

It was not until the Hardeman tabernacle meetings in 
the Ryman Auditorium in 1921 that the Christian Church 
leaders came to understand they had lost their bid to take 
over conservative churches of Christ who clung to the 
"unalterable" patterns ofNew Testament doctrine. 

Dr. Shelly may picture himself as a latter day 
"Alexander Campbell" who would put a new face on 
conservative churches of Christ and do away with "imper
fect dogmas." 

To what degree the "digressives" succeeded in taking 
over the A Capella churches in the "land of David Lips
comb and the Gospel Advocate" is best surmised in the 
yellow pages ofthecurrent Nashville telephone directory. 
More than one hundred churches of Christ are listed in the 
Nashville area, and only eleven Christian Churches (Dis
ciples) are listed. 

We appeal to our brethren who are bent on capturing 
and changing the image of the churches of Christ to 
consider just what they are doing. The "restoration" 
churches were ostensibly organized to bring unity to a 
divided "Christendom." I fear that before the present 
"restorers" are finished with their "hostile" takeover of 
unsuspecting churches that a "fourth rate" denominational 
church of Christ will emerge. 

Why should "baby boomers" come into such "drab" 
churches when they have the choice of churches centuries 
old and clothed with rich traditions and who engage in 
religious practices that are both tasteful and sophisticated. 

The following essay was written in response to Dr. 
Shelly and was sent to the Tennessean and to sponsors of 
Jubilee '91 : 

One more time the public is regaled with the on-going 
denigrationofthe "traditional" and "conservative" churches 
of Christ. Dr. Rubel Shelly writes that God never changes; 

the church must! We fear that the changes that Dr. Shelly 
requests are best mirrored in his own metamorphosis from 
earlier commitments to traditional doctrines. We urge Dr. 
Shelly to explain what he means by what he is saying. Dr. 
Shelly seems to be a spokesman for the "changing" 
churches. He speaks ex cathedra that "churches tend to be 
rigid, inflexible, unchanging." Does Dr. Shelly imply that 
belief in God, in the deity of Christ, and the truth of the 
gospel is subject to change? Dr. Shelly writes that "God is 
not defmed by the 'imperfect dogmas we formulate.' He 
neglects to explain what he means by "imperfect dogmas." 

Dr. Shelly holds a Vanderbilt doctorate. He is quali
fied to clarify and explicate what is "imperfect dogma" 
being taught without God's warranty. Does Dr. Shelly 
consider instrumental music to be "imperfect dogma" and 
that it is not a "send-to-hell type of sin"? Dr. Shelly states 
that he would resist the introduction ofinstrumental music 
but explains the "grounds of fellowship" in terms of 
Ephesians 4:4-6, which has no specific mention of music. 

Dr. Shelly speaks of the "deep ruts oftradition" among 
"area churches of Christ." As is to be expected, he neglects 
the identification of these deep-rooted traditions. 

Dr. Shelly states with "amazing grace" that the "baby 
boomers" want churches with "heritage and tradition." 
One wonders, with the proposed abandonment of the 
cherished heritage and traditions of area churches of 
Christ, if a "shallowrutofheritageandtradition"wouldbe 
cherished and meet the needs of the "baby boomers." And 
then it is ofinterestto inquire what would be done with the 
"shallow rut" of such "baby boomer" tradition after it 
becomes a "deep rut." 

Dr. Shelly states that "God doesn't change, but the 
church must." Would Dr. Shelly advocate re-aligning the 
churches of Christ with the Christian Church and the 
Disciples, whose heritage and tradition grow out-of the 
Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement? 

Would Shelly accept instrumental music to achieve 
such re-alignment of the fellowship? The use of the organ 
in worship is not an issue with the Disciples who express 
their willingness to fellowship A Capella churches if not 
called upon to abandon their preference in sacred music. 

Would Dr. Shelly subscribe to a confessional in the 
church with the response "in God's name, I absolve you?" 
With this ~bought in mind, what would be wrong for an 
invested priest, as spokesman, to proclaim forgiveness in 
God'snameasapriestlyabsolution? And would Dr. Shelly 
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name the preachers in traditional area churches who 
deliver threadbare speeches on insignificant themes? One 
would surely be pardoned for not holding his breath until 
Dr. Shelly provides the names of such inept preachers. 

ltisremarkablethatDr.Shellyseemstoknowsomuch 
about the "baby boomers" who, he says, left the area 
churches of Christ in their twenties. He implies that they 
would come swarming back into these churches with the 
promulgation of an updated version of their heritage and 
tradition based on the message he proclaims. 

It would not be a remiss of duty for Dr. Shelly, who has 
pulpit skills and who is nottedious and whose sermons are 
not threadbare, to spell out the "central doctrines" of the 
Bible which he considers essential. Why not the "whole 
doctrine and counsel of God?" 

Dr. Shelly speaks of"new wine" in "old wine skins." 
Is Dr. Shelly implying that David Lipscomb failed to 
understand the gospel and created a heritage and tradition 
lacking in the gospel truth? We await that fateful moment 
when the heritage-and-tradition-boundareachurches will 
receive a great influx of"baby boomers" once the wisdom 
of our pundits is no longer opaque. The reader should not 
opine that the writer is writing with tongue in cheek. 

Dr. Shelly accommodates us by prefacing his article 
with the observation that Jubilee '91 putthese issues on the 
newspaper's front page, and so it did. 

Ray Waddle is to be complimented for accurately 
reporting what was said in Jubilee '91 without commen
tary. What he wrote has not been rebutted by a single 
public disclaimer. 

Dr. Shelly obviously has in mind the lectures by Gayle 
Napier, in which he issued an indictment of"traditional" 
and "conservative" area churches. Napier takes Paul's 
picture of the love of Christ for his church, and the love of 
a husband for his wife, dear to him as his own body, and 
turns it into a pathological family model which runs amuck 
and results in acts of incest and homosexuality. 

Gary Wilson states that "pornography is the way that 
Christians have affairs," and so on. Are the "conservative" 
and "traditional" churches being slandered in this context? 
If not, why not? That "conventional" churches have no 
room for divorced women and their children is not true. 

Another totally misinformed castigation of "conser
vative churches" is the charge that they have not accepted 
Afro-Americans. Marshall Keeble, one of Nashville's 
noblest citizens, began bringing white people and black 
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people together in great meetings across this nation in the 
1920's. 

The black churches are growing; they are strong; and 
they are traditional and conservative. No signal comes 
from them that they are even listening to the modem Pied 
Pipers who would lead them from their heritage and 
tradition which they love and cherish. 

And we become filled with chagrin when we hear that 
the churches of Christ, now riding the wave of the future, 
must be a fun filled and a "cheap grace" forgiveness
advocating church. There was no fun that day at the foot 
of the forgiving cross. 

Dr. Shelly may have purposed toputagood face on the 
accomplishments of Jubilee '91. We think not. We wait 
with bated breath the "next coming" ofJubilee '92. Perhaps 
Dr. Shelly may be prepared to tell us what he means by all 
that he is saying. Dr. J. E. Choate 
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(Editor's note: Many years ago two preachers, William Reedy and Carl Etter, began to make uncertain sounds. Brother 
G. C. Brewer wrote a rebuke of these men. His pamphlet was entitled, "As Touching Those Who Were Once Enlightened." 
It was published by the Gospel Advocate. In our day some brothers are beginning to say some of the same things Etter and 
Reedy said long ago. Others would leave the impression that the powerful and persuasive Brewer had no strong convictions 
about the distinctiveness ofthe gospel or the exclusiveness ofthe church, but was questing/or a church in transition, a charge 
which is untrue. Because of his keen logic and dedication to absolute, attainable truth, and because of his great wisdom in 
showing the fallacy of false teachers, we present a reprint of one chapter from his excellent booklet. It bears repeating!--Dobbs). 

"From Which Some Having Swerved Have 
Turned Aside unto Vain Talking" 

By G. C. Brewer 

"But the end of the charge is love out of a pure heart and 
a good conscience and faith unfeigned: from which things 
some having swerved have turned aside unto vain talking; 
desiring to be teachers of the law, though they understand 
neither what they say, nor whereof they confidently af
firm" (1 Tim. 1:6-7). 

"They profess that they know God; but by their works 
they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and 
unto every good work reprobate"· (Titus 1: 16). 

"I will come with the mighty acts of the Lord Jehovah: 
I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of Thine 
only" (Ps. 71 : 16). 

Brothers Reedy and Etter long ago ceased to believe 
the things that they once professed and preached. When 
their views changed they could not, of course, preach in 
good faith the things they had come to despise; hence for 
some time their faith has not been the unfeigned kind. Nor 
could they have a good conscience while they were aligned 
with a people with whose views they did not agree or 
sympathize. It is evident that Reedy and Etter swerved 
from truth. They turned aside unto vain talking if any man 
ever did. If these men had announced that they had de
parted from the faith and were then atheists, they would 
have had recourse to all the arguments that rationalists of 
all the ages have used against the faith of Christians. They 
could have barraged us with blasphemies. But they did not 
do this. Therefore they were cut off from the arguments of 
unbelievers--except in the disguised style that all modern
ists use. 

If they did not, then, make an attack upon Christianity 
itse\f--upon the church of the New Testament--what method 
of approach did they use? 

Did they attack the plea for undenominational Chris
tianity? Did they show that it is impossible today for 
people to become and be simple Christians --nothing more 
and nothing less? Did they even attempt to show that men 
may not now be just such as Paul was? Did they argue that 
faith in Christ followed by a faithful obedience to his word 
will not now save a soul? Did they try to convince us that 
we are wrong in following the teaching of the New Testa
ment and in doing that which--and only that which--the 
New Testament churches practiced? 

These are the principles from which they had departed 
and which they now assumed themselves able to over
throw! 

I 

Did they do it? 
No, they did not. They evaded the issue. They treated 

the church of Christ as a sect and then found fault with that 
sect--not for being a sect, of course, but for being too 
narrow a sect to accommodate the educated Reedy and the 
spoiled-child Etter! 

That exactly analyzes and characterizes their reasoning! 
If we should admit--and we do not--that we have all 

formed ourselves into a sect and that we are guilty as 
charged, that would still not prove that men may not be just 
Christians and not join our sect or any other. In other words, 
nothing they say in any way affects the plea for the New 
Testament Church; for simple apostolic Christianity. They 
joined a sect and attempted to justify themselves by trying 
to prove that what they left was a sect. They left one sect 
and joined another. The logic of this is the same as that used 
by two little waifs in a back alley battle. One says, "You're 
a liar!" The other quickly retorts: "You're an nudder!" 

This, of course, means, "I am a liar, but you are one also." 
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But as further proof that these men engaged in "vain 
talking" let us have a look at a few examples. 

Brother Reedy says: 
"I will confess that I have struggled for years within 

myself trying to reconcile certain practices and attitudes of 
the church of Christ, as I know it, with the spirit and 
teaching of our Lord and his apostles. When it finally came 
to the point that I had to say and teach what I sincerely 
believed in order to be true to myself and to my God, I found 
that I could not do that without being not only criticized but 
ostracized and regarded as 'not loyal,' 'off color,' 'unsound,' 
and the like. The church has devised a formal pattern, to 
which one must conform even to stereotyped phraseology, 
if one is to retain favor with 'those who seemed to be 
somewhat' (Gal. 2:6). A deep conviction which told me that 
I must be true to what I believed was right and what God 
wanted me to do, moved me to rebel against such intoler
ance. I could not be true to myself and to God, and remain 
in the fellowship of the church of Christ." 

Now if Brother Reedy belonged to nothing except that 
which the Lord founded and believed nothing except that 
which was taught by "our Lord and his apostles," then why 
did he depart from that church and from that teaching? If he 
did belong to something else, why did he belong to that 
sect? 

As a gospel preacher he encountered criticism and 
intolerance! No doubt he did. So have we all, but will we 
deny the Lord because some men persecute us for our faith? 
Is that the attitude and spirit of "our Lord and of his 
apostles?" Suppose some of our brethren are ignorant and 
bigoted and can not see all the beauty and truth that we who 
have had advantages they never had can see? Should we 
therefore become intolerant toward them and treat them 
with contempt? Should we not show the attitude and spirit 
of"our Lord and his apostles" toward them--be patient and 
long suffering and teach them? (Heb. 2:1 0-18; 2 Tim. 2:24-
26; 1 Thess. 5: 14). 

Whom are we to teach--those who know as much as we 
do or those who do not know so much? Which is the worst 
sin, the intolerance of ignorance or the supercilious intol
erance of learning? Upon whom will the greater responsi
bility come--the man of ignorance or the man of learning? 
There may be a Diotrephes among simple Christians now 
as there was in the day of the apostles. He may by some 
under-served influence or through some political maneu
vering cause some of us who will not be controlled by him 
to suffer for a time, but we must not apostatize because he 
has. We cannot deny the Lord because one ofhis professed 
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followers has betrayed him. Any brother who behaves in 
that way will soon come to the end of his road. He cannot 
"fool all the people all the time." 

Since there is no authority in the Lord's church to 
which anyone is compelled to submit except the authority 
of Christ himself, all this talk about being fettered and 
restricted and suppressed is just vain talk! If Brother 
Reedy was accused of being "off-color," his own admis
sion that he has for years been out of harmony with his 
brethren shows that they were not all blind in their judg
ment of him. 

Reedy says: 
"No one has heard the last word--it has not been 

spoken. I hope to outgrow tomorrow what I think and 
preach today. Ultimate truth is, of course, fixed, but my 
conception of truth is not fixed nor should it be. If it were, 
all possibility of growth would be ended. Within the Bible 
itself there are great growths--great developments in the 
basic concepts of truth. The attitude of the church of 
Christ assumed at this point constitutes her greatest sin. 
She has crystallized her conceptions of God, Christ, the 
Bible, the plan of salvation and all the rest into a closed, 
completed pattern, and by so doing identifies these con
ceptions with the total truth on these subjects. This is 
wrong. It is not right to identify truth with our conceptions 
of truth. This attitude on the part of the church of Christ 
makes her intolerant and causes the good that is in her to 
defeat the best which she might have. This attitude closes 
the door against all progress, and forbids the voicing of 
any newly discovered truths or the expression of honest 
convictions." 

This is an amazing statement to come from a man who 
is considered a good reasoner. It shows his confusion and 
lack of any faith in God's word or in the Sons hip of Christ. 
If Christ is the Son of God and if God has spoken to us 
through him (Heb. 1: 1 ), then what he says on any subject 
is a revelation from God and must of course be "the last 
word" on the subject. To deny this is to deny the Sonship 
of Christ. 

If the apostles made a true claim for themselves, then 
they spoke as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance. To deny 
their claim is to deny the inspiration of the New Testament. 
Nay, it is not only to deny that it is inspired; it is to deny 
the truth of its claim, and to brand it as an issue of 
falsehoods! To admit that it is inspired is to say that what 
it says is "the last word" on any subject. Reedy says the last 
word has not been spoken. Therefore he denies the finality 
of God's word--and this of course, is equal to denying that 



it is God's word and that Christ is the Son of God and the 
Messenger from heaven! 

Yet Reedy asserts that he has not departed from the 
fuUh! . 

His second statement here is even more amazing. He 
says, "I hope to outgrow tomorrow what I think and preach 
today." 

Why should he teach anything today if he hopes and 
expects tomorrow's developments to force him to discard 
it as outgrown and false? He cannot have any confidence 
in anything he teaches if he expects it to be worthless 
tomorrow. Even his reasons for leaving the church and 
joining the Congregationalists should not be considered of 
any value since Reedy himselfhoped to be able to outgrow 
and discard them before they could even be set up in type! 

Since he admits that he is now teaching opinions that 
he hopes to outgrow tomorrow, why clutter up the world 
with these opinions? They are worthless, and Reedy hopes 
to cast them aside tomorrow, but others who hear these 
"vain babblings" may not outgrow them and many hold to 
them to their own damnation! How foolish to teach them! 

If he has no confidence in what he teaches for tomor
row, why expect us to have any confidence in him for 
today? 

Since his opinions are so uncertain, so changeable, and 
in such a constant state of flux from day to day, surely the 
doctrines of the church of Christ, even if it teaches all that 
Reedy and Etter charge against it, cannot be any worse than 
that. Even these false doctrines according to their allega
tions have had stability enough to hold a people together 
in an unalterable contention for a hundred years. But the 
ideas and opinions and preachments of Reedy are such 
feeble things that they cannot survive the day they are 
born! His lack of stability, his state of flux, is such that he 
admits that he has no fixed moorings. Therefore he is aptly 
described as one who is "tossed to and fro and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and the 
cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to deceive" 
(Eph. 4: 14). 

His purpose and hope to outgrow and discard his 
opinions day by day, to learn more each day and leave all 
the next day, exactly fits him into Paul's description of 
those who are "ever learning, and never able to come to a 
knowledge of the truth" (2 Tim. 2:7). 

Poor confused and deceived man! 
But let us consider the paragraph about "ultimate 

truth." Every time Reedy makes a point, he contradicts it. 
He wants to argue that truth is a variable and yet he has to 

admit that "ultimate truth is fixed." Then what is he arguing 
about? 

Does he know any truth that is not "ultimate"? If not, 
then how can some truth give way for some other truth and 
so on till we get to the ultimate? This is absurd. Truth is 
always consistent with all other truth and all truth is eternal. 
This statement from Reedy shows that he no longer be
lieves that we are dependent upon inspiration or revelation 
for our faith or knowledge of truth. 

Truth, according to his contention, is something we 
discover by our own research and experiments, and it 
comes gradually until we reach ultimate truth--which is 
fixed. Non-ultimate truth is not fixed, therefore! 

He no longer believes that "grace and truth" come by 
Jesus Christ (John I: 17); that "ye shall know the truth and 
the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32); that "thy word 
is truth" (John 17: 17); and that Jesus Christ is "the way, the 
truth and the life" (John 14:6). 

Both Reedy and Etter think that the "church of Christ" 
has wrong conceptions of God, Christ and the Bible. 
Would it not have been refreshing to have these brethren 
give us a clear definition of God and Christ and the Bible? 
What is their conception? It is a safe guess that had they 
defined and refined God, the difference between them and 
an atheist would not be visible to the natural eye. "A 
different conception of truth" is absurd and is only another 
high sounding and specious plea of the modernist. They 
deny the faith but at the same time arrogate to themselves 
a superior faith. It is impossible to have different concep
tions of revealed truth or of any factual matters. 

Men may believe the truth or disbelieve the truth, 
and that is the end of the matter. Everything else that 
men do with or to the truth will come under one of those 
two attitudes. Men may hide the truth, evade the truth, 
wrest the truth, pervert the truth, or define and refine and 
explain and glamourize the truth in mystic and modernistic 
phraseology but all that put together is not another concep
tion of the truth. It is simply and bluntly disbelief of the 
truth. It is nothing else. 

This talk about different conceptions of truth is noth
ing short of repudiation of an absolute standard in religious 
matters. Everything must be determined by each indi
vidual in his own inner consciousness. He is guided by his 
conception, which will change with the changing seasons. 

G. C. Brewer, deceased 
(Editor's note: It is clear that brother Brewer had no use 

for those agitating/or "The Church in Transition. "-Dobbs). 
Fp 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Polarities 
By Chari ine Lemonds Sexton 

If you got a call today from friends to whom you had 
been close but had not seen for several years and found that 
this couple would be at your house for an overnight visit 
within a few hours, what would be the first activity you 
would buzz into? 

Would you pull out your gourmet cookbook and 
prepare a fabulous meal? Would you dress up and plan to 
show them the town and think of interesting things to talk 
about and to do? If one of the visitors was an outstanding 
church historian and Bible scholar, would that have a 
bearing on your preparatory activities? As Paul told 
Colossian Christians, we should set our " ... affection on 
things above, not on things on the earth" (Colossians 3 :2). 

A few centuries ago, two sisters had to make a similar 
decision, and one focused on one aspect or interest, while 
theothertook theoppositeapproach. Whataboutyou? Are 
you like Mary or are you a Martha? Which kind of 
dedication is more profitable fora woman today? It seems 
as i fthe story ofthis incident must have been placed in the 
Bible in order to help us get our priorities lined up with an 
eye to spiritual growth and eternity. 

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus lived in Bethany, which 
was about two or three miles eastofJerusalem, on the way 
to Jericho. As Jesus told one of the scri bes, he did not 
have a home: "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests: but the Son of Man hath not where to lay 
his head" (Matthew 8:20). 

When he was in Galilee, he probably often stayed in 
Capemaum, in the home of Peter; but when he was near 
Bethany, his home was the home of Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus. Martha was the primary hostess, the one we 
would call the lady ofthe house:" A certain woman named 
Martha received him into her house" (Luke I 0:38). If you 
or I could be in Martha's place, would Jesus make the same 
complaint? "Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
about many things" (Luke I 0:41 ). She had quite a crowd 
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to serve---probably Jesus and his apostles, in addition to 
others who might have been present. Some commentators 
believe that Jesus was telling her that though a simple 
meal, enough to satisfy thei r hunger, would be plenty, she 
was preparing "many things." 

Today, for a forn1al meal , we usual ly cook one meat, 
one salad, two vegetables, and one dessert. One of the most 
unforgettable and delicious meals I have ever eaten was 
prepared by one woman alone, and she served about 
twenty fresh vegetables, in addition to meats, cakes, and 
pies. She had enough food to feed every person in the 
small town and had only about six guests; I have always 
remembered this Martha with appreciation and fondness. 

It is certainly good for us to be concerned about the 
feeding and the comfort of our guests. It is good for us to 
keep our houses clean and attractive; but if weare spending 
hours creating elaborate garnishes and are cleaning floor 
comers with tooth picks, is this concern for others or for 
our own pride? 

As Jesus told Martha, " .... One thing is needful; and 
Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 
away from her" (Luke I 0:42). 

It seems strange and almost inconceivable that Martha 
should come out and rebuke the Master for what her sister 
was not doing; but when we are bone weary and are 
working undertime pressures also, sometimes our fatigue 
seems to speak ahead of our judgment, and we later 
realize that we should not have spoken as we did. 

Martha had been in the hot kitchen, and when she 
came out into a cooler area and saw her sister sitt ing in 
ease and in rapt attention, it triggered her resentment in 
such a way that she said what she was th inking. 

Sometimes when we invite guests in for a meal , 
unforeseen obligations and interruptions come up, and we 
have to hurry to get the meal ready in ti me. That cannot be 
helped; but it certainly makes guests feel uncomfortable 



when the hostess is obviously ·rushed and exhausted 
because she has prepared a very elaborate meal, even 
though her efforts are appreciated and enjoyed. I am 
grateful to hundreds of good Christian women who have 
gone to great lengths to cook some of the best food that 
could be found anywhere. During gospel meetings, often 
such a woman will, after the meal, stack her dishes in the 
sink and run water over them. Then she and all ofher guests 

will assemble in a sitting room and discuss some of the 
puzzling aspects of life and of the scriptures. The after
noon will be spent in this way. The dishes can wait. To her, 
too, Christ has spoken when he said that she " .... hath 
chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from 
her" (Luke I 0:42). 
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Potpourri 
The Ear 

"I've been meaning to subscribe for some time. I 
consider the Firm Foundation one of the soundest publi
cations coming out." (BW, GA) 

"The Deaver article in the August issue was outstand
ing." (TH, TN) 

"The paper looks great and the information unbeat
able." (JS, CA) 

"Please send I 0 issue of the August paper." (MSD, 
MO) 

"I am writing to beg for your kindness in sending me 
your publications which I hope will help me in growing in 
the word of God." (BEO, Nigeria) 

"I, too, am angry. I was given a copy of your August 
I991 Firm Foundation article and felt I must respond. I do 
so anonymously because you do not know how to respond 
as a Christian .... " (A concerned brother) 

"Keep up the good work." (JG, Tx) 
Ranting and Raving 

The Rev. Michael K. Kinnamon is running for 
General Minister and President of the Disciples of Christ 
(Christian Church). Voting will take place during the 
Disciples General Assembly Oct. 25-30 in Tulsa, Okla. He 
said, "Disciples have never been biblical literalists, believ
ing instead that scripture should be interpreted within the 
currentcommunityoffaith." Kinnamon continued, "If we 
took the Bible literally as a basis for our ethics, we would 
end up accepting slavery, regarding adultery as a capital 
offense, telling people to forgive debts every seven years 
and telling women to be quiet in church life." Kinnamon 
does not condemn homosexual practice as a sin, but said 
hewouldhaveneithertheauthoritynorinclinationtoforce 
ordaining gays on Disciples if elected General Minister. 

Editor's 11ote: Ninety years ago these folks were a part 
ofthe plea to restore the ancient order. Look where they are 
now! Kinnamon does not accept the Bible as true (iner
rant), but thinks it should be understood in the light of" the 
current community of faith." That is, he takes the total of 
so-called Christendom and goes along with the majority. 
Rubel Shelly is not far behind this man. He, too, thinks that 
all who profess to believe in Jesus as the Son of God should 
be lumped together and accepted as a group--a Ia Pilgril1t 
Church, a11d wavy lilte idea of church history. Awake! 
Awake!--Dobbs). 

Say No to Sex--Robert C. Noble, M.D., a professor 
ofmedicineatthe UniversityofKentucky, ina Newsweek 
article said there is no such thing as safe sex outside of a 
monogamous marriage. Dr. Noble is probably not a 
member of the church. The good doctor lobbies for 
virginity, abstinence, or a lifetime of sex with one 
mutually faithful, uninfected partner. He goes on, "I'm 
going to tell my daughters that having sex is dangerous and 
that condoms give a false sense of security. Reducing the 
risk is not the same as eliminating the risk. The truth is 
doctors can't fix most of the things you can catch out there. 
There's no cure for A IDS or herpes or genital warts. So,just 
say no! No! No! a thousand times no!" 

Herald ofTruth--According to information supplied 
by Herald ofTruth Radio and Television Program of the 
Highland Church of Christ, Abilene, Texas, the program 
had total revenues in 1990 of 4.2 million dollars and 
by year's end had a surplus of$382,884.00. Wow! The 
report did not include an accounting for any interest that 
may have been received on surplus funds. FF 
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Study Your Bib Ir-e -Doctrinal Studies #4 
By William S. Cline 

INTRODUCTION 
I. Bought with a price. 

A. "Or know ye not that your body is a temple of the. 
Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from 
God? and ye are notyourown; foryewere bought 
with a price: glorify God therefore in your body" 
(I Cor. 6: 19-20). 
I. "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one 

be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God" (John 3:3). 

2. "Knowing that ye were redeemed, not with 
corruptible things, with silver or gold, from 
your vain manner of life handed down from 
your fathers; but with precious blood, as of 
a lamb without spot, even the blood of 
Christ" (I Pet. 1 : 18-19). 

3. Children bomofGodand washed in the 
precious blood ofthe lamb must be careful of 
their conduct. 

DISCUSSION 
I. The new life of a new creature in Christ is a pure life. 

A. If you are a child of God, your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 6: 19). 
1. In the Greek New Testament there are two 

words for temple. One means the building 
and all itsgrounds. The other is the inner
mostsanctuary-theholyofholies. The latter 
is the word used here. 

2. We obviously cannot glorify God in our 
physical bodies if we are not pure. 

B. The New Covenant insists that we keep ourselves 
pure. 
I. "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall 

see God" (Matt. 5:8). 
2. "He that would love I i fe, And see good days, 

Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his 
lips that they speak no guile" (I Peter 3: 1 0). 

3. "Having therefore these promises, beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement 
of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God" (2 Cor. 7: I). 
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4. Jesus gave his blood for the church "that he 
might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the 
washing of water with the word, that he 
might present the church to himself a glori
ous church, not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish" (Eph. 5:26-27). No spot! 
No blemish! No wrinkle! 

5. "When he hath tried me, I shall come forth as 
gold" (Job23:10). 

6. "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for 
a little while, if need be, ye have been put to 
grief in manifold trials, that the proof of your 
faith, being more precious than gold that 
perisheth though it is proved by fire, may be 
found unto praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ" (I Peter 1 :6-7). 

7. "Pure religion and undefiled before our God 
and Father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep him
self unspotted froqltJ;w:wgrld" (James 1 :27). 

8. "Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love ofthe Father is not in him. For aU that 
is in the world, the lustofthe fleshandthelust 
ofthe eyes and the vain glory oflife, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the 1 ust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth forever" (I 
John 2: 15-17). 

9. "Be not fashioned according to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, and ye may prove what is the 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God" 
(Rom. 12:2). 

I 0. "Abstain from every form of evil" ( 1 Thess. 
5:22). 

C. How can we attain and maintain purity? 
1. By knowing God's word. 

(a) "Thy word have I laid up in my heart, That 
I might not sin against thee" (Ps.119: II). 



(b) "Whosoever is begotten of God doeth 
no sin, because his seed abideth in him: 
and he cannot sin, because he is begot
tenofGod" (I John3:9). Note: The seed 
is the word (Luke 8: II). 

2. By thinking about heaven. "Beloved, now 
are we children of God, and it is not yet made 
manifest what we shall be. We know that, if 
he shall be manifested, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him even as he is. And every 
one that hath this hope set on him purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure" (1 John 3:2-3). 

3. By considering and provoking one another. 
"Let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and good works" (Heb. I 0:24). 

4. By discipline. · 
(a) "And if thy right eye causeth thee to 

stumble, pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee: for it is profitable for thee that one 
of thy members should perish, and not 
thy whole body be cast into hel l. And if 
thy right hand causeth thee to stumble, 
cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy mem
bers should perish, and not thy whole 
body go into hell" (Matt. 5:29-30). 

(b) The visible church on earth in the form 
of a local congregation must discipline 
immoralorunrulymembers(See I Cor. 
5: I-I3 and Titus 3: I 0). 

II. Not our own. 
A. We belong to God (I Cor. 6: I9-20). 

I. "Weare God's fellow-workers: yeareGod's 
husbandry, God's building" (I Cor. 3:9). 

(a) Think of it! Workers together with God! 
(b) The word here translated husbandry means 

"tilled ground," suggesting diligent toil and 
spiritual fruitfulness. From this word we get 
our English word "clergy." Every saint is a 
clergyman. 

(c) The ideaofbuildingisnoticeablein the New 
Testament. Christians as "living stones are 
built up a spiritual house" (I Pet. 2:5). "Ac
cording to the grace of God which was given 
unto me, as a wise masterbuilder I laid a 
foundation; and another buildeth thereon. 

But let each man take heed how he buildeth 
thereon" (I Cor. 3:IO). 

2. The church ofthe Lord was purchased by the 
blood of Christ (Acts 20:28). 
(a) "And they sing a new song, saying, 

Worthy art thou to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof: for thou was 
slain, and didst purchase unto God 
with thy blood men of every tribe, and 
tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev. 
5:9). 

(b) Because we belong to God we are not the 
slaves of men, yet we serve all men 
( I Cor. 7:23). 

CONCLUSION: 
The Christian is one who, all doubts allayed, is 

conscious that he is a chosen and sealed vessel. He has a 
passion for righteousness, the desire to know and do God's 
will. Purity is the sum of all loveliness.When we are 
tempted to sin, let us think of the cross. "See, from his head, 
his hands, his feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e'ersuch love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so 
rich a crown?" Jesus gavehimselfforus. Besurehedidnot 
die in vain. When Satan spreads his allurements before 
us- remember the suffering of Jesus. 

Elizabeth Clephane wrote: 
"Upon the cross of Jesus, mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of one who suffered there for me; 
And from my smitten heart, with tears two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of his glorious love, and my own worthlessness." 

4850 Saujley Road 
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On 1 John 1:7 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

There is considerable misunderstanding about auto
matic forgiveness of sin. Some seem to have the mistaken 
idea that Jehovah God, by the sheer exercise ofhis unquali
fied grace, will wipe out "secret sins." 

The notion that the Creator ignores innocent-looking 
wickedness by the operation of his unlimited mercy takes 
various twists. A few say that all men walk under the 
protection ofboundless grace and therefore no one will be 
lost--not even Adolph Hitler and Charles Manson. 

Others claim that it is impossible for any man to know 
and do all that God requires ofhim. Hairsplitting arguments 
attempt to show that if a person does not fully understand 
niceties of divine injunctions, his ignorance or transgression 
or omission will be spontaneously dismissed. 

Advocates of the idea of grace dispensing with some law 
are unwilling orunableto name specific sins that God "winks 
at" in our age. Still, they cannot bring themselves to believe 
that God will enforce his laws absolutely. They fear lest some 
tender soul might be tortured with nameless guilt and beset 
with nightmares and look for some basis to say to the 
transgressor that God will impulsively forgive, and grant the 
sinner peace and rest. 

The one verse to which all advocates of automatic 
forgiveness appeal is this: 

"If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1:7). 

Though we had a lengthy discussion on this around the 
first of this year, I will again consider the question because 
a few dear brothers are still having trouble grasping John's 
teaching--they don't seem to catch his drift, as the dudes say. 
Certain nervous-nelly types wring their hands and clutch 
their chests and bemoan the poor soul that violates some 
obscure and petty rule in the divine lawbook. 

Shall such a one go down to eternal perdition simply 
because he/she was caught on some technicality? Thinking 
about someone floundering forever in flames of fire because 
of being entrapped on the hook of some minor point of 
doctrine is more than they can bear. Surely, they think, we 
can stretch the strait gate just a little--just enough to take care 
of insignificant violations. 

26 

There are several things amiss in this wrong-headed 
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thinking. In the first place, it casts doubt on God's love and 
goodness and suggests that the Lord makes loopholes in his 
law and plays games with us (it does seem God is wise 
enough to speak to us in our language so we can understand 
him). The laws of God are not all that complicated. Any 
person who wants to do the will of God can understand his 
will (John 7:17). 

In the second place, it denies God's holiness and purity 
and suggests that, after all, God ought to tolerate some sins
teeny-weeny ones--( mortal sins deserve hell, but venial sins 
should bepurgedin some temporary confinement, or entirely 
overlooked, according to this view). 

In the third place, it does not take into account the justice 
of God. God is love, but he is also just. His mercy tempers 
judgment, but according to rule and not by whim. "Behold 
then the goodness and severity of God: toward them that fell, 
severity; but toward thee, God's goodness, if thou continue in 
his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off'' (Rom. 
11:22). 

In the fourth place, it assumes superior knowledge about 
what is minor and unimportant and about what is major and 
necessary. If you keep the whole law but offend in one 
point--even if you think it is a tacky point--you have violated 
the whole law (James 2:1 0). The essence of sin--even so
called small sins-is rebellion. If we rebel in one point, we 
will rebel in another because we have an indisposition to 
respect the law. There may be large and small consequences 
of law-breaking, but all infractions are equally serious. 
Otherwise God is a respecter of persons. We must under
stand what it means to walk in the light. The condition upon 
which the blood of the lamb is cleansing us from all sin is 
walking in the light, according to 1 John 1 :7. Please don't 
forgetthecondition--thepassagebeginswithan"if'--"if'we 
walkinthelight,then--andonlythen--doesthebloodofJesus 
keep us clean from all sin. If we do not walk in the light, then 
the cleansing does not follow. 

Walking in darkness is the opposite of walking in light. 
Either we walk in darkness or we walk in light, and we cannot 
do both simultaneously. 

Note: "If we say that we have fellowship with him and 
walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not the truth" ( 1 John 1 :6). 

Note: "He thatsaith, I know him, and keepeth not his com-



mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him" (1 John 2:3). 

He who walks in darkness and says 
he knows God lies (1 John I :6). 

He who keeps not God's command
ments and says he knows God lies (1 
John 2:4). 

Therefore walking in darkness is 
the same as not keeping God's com
mandments. 

Ifthe negative is true, the positive is 
also true. Walking in darkness is not to 
keep his commandments. Walking in 
light is keeping his commandments. 
Therefore, John is saying if we keep the 
commandments of God the blood of 
Jesus keeps us clean from all sin. 

Question: How can a person sin 
who is walking in the light--keeping 
God's commandments? Answer: One 
who attempts to hear and do the words 
of Jesus can fail--he may omit to do 
something the Lord requires ofhim or 
do something the Lord forbids. If he 
should sin, he repents and confesses; 
that constitutes walking in the light-
keeping God's commands--and the blood 
of the lamb is cleansing him from all sin. 
If a blood-bought child of God sins but 
excuses his wrong and will not confess 
and repent, he is not walking in the light 
and the blood will not cleanse his trans
gressions. The key is walking in the 
light. Walking in the light is a continu
ous action. Cleansing therefore is a con
tinuous action because walking in the 
light involves keeping the commands of 
God, which involves confessing sin and 
repenting of sin. All ofthis--walking in 
the light, confessing, repenting, and 
cleansing--is continuous action. 

"Ifweconfessoursins, he is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" 
(I John I :9). This passage, by the way, 
is in the immediate context of! John I :7. 

Yet some would have us believe in 
spite of this that somehow, someway, 

sometime, God will forgive his child of 
a slight infraction of sacred precepts, 
that walking in the light magically for
gives casual sins--whatever that is! 

That won't wash! The verse under 
study says, "If we walk in the light, ashe 
is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin." We are 
continuously cleansed not from some 
sin, nor from haphazard sin, nor from 
unknown sin, but from all sin--all sin! 

If walking in the light is something 
other than keeping all the commands of 
God, if it is approximate obedience and 
just getting close, then all sin--all sin!-
adultery, murder, stealing, lying, idola
try--all sin--is automatically forgiven. 
The verse says "all sin," just as verse 9 
says "all unrighteousness." 

If the liberalizing view that grace 
dispenses with complete obedience to 
every requirement of heaven is true, 
then "all sin" is washed away in the 
blood of the cross unconditionally and 
all will be saved--Adolph Hitler and 
Charles Manson included. Simply put-
Calvary was a mistake. 

Some say "the light" is God, be
cause verse 5 says, "God is light." So, 
the passage would read, under this un
derstanding, "if we walk in God, as 
Jesus walked in God .... " The question 
comes: How did Jesus walk in God--in 
the light? 

Question: Did Jesus obey his heav
enly Father incompletely andonlywhen 
it was handy, or did he obey Jehovah 
always and in all things? The passage 
requires us to walk in the light as Jesus 
is in the light, ifhis blood is to keep on 
cleansing us from all sin. Jesus claimed 
sinless perfection and chal lenged his· 
contemporaries to convict him of wrong 
(John 8:46-47). None did! He always 
pleased Jehovah (John 8:29). Keeping 
divine law gladdens the heart of God (I 
John 3 :22). Therefore Jesus always kept 

the commands of Jehovah, and that 
pleasedhisholy,heavenlyFather. "Then 
said I, Lo, I am come (In the roll of the 
book it is written of me) To do thy will, 
0 God" (Heb. I 0:7). The unbending 
rule of the life of Jesus is "not my will, 
but thine be done." 

Jesus walked in the light, and so 
must we if his precious blood is to keep 
us clean from all sin. He never failed. 
We may fail, but provision is made for 
forgiveness, if we walk in the light as he 
is in the light. 

It is tragic fora professing teacher of 
righteousness to encourage people to 
think that any rule of God can be disre
garded with impunity. Insteadoftrying 
to comfort the guilty by offering false 
hope, let us console them by rebuking 
sin and calling for repentance. "If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and righ
teous to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

"For we have not a high priest that 
cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities; but one that hath been in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore draw near 
with boldness unto the throne of grace, 
that we may receive mercy, and may 
find grace to help us in time of need" 
(Heb. 4: I5-16). 

Now, that gives some real help and 
lasting relief! "If we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin." 
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The Last Page 
------ Foy Smith--

Pentagon officials say thataroundninety-five Ameri
cans killed and wounded in the Middle East war were the 
victims of friendly fire. So-called "friendly fire" means 
that we killed our own people. 

Some died in their jeeps as they traveled toward the 
enemy line, killed by friendly fire that was intended to go 
over their heads and on to the enemy. But it didn't. 

There is another kind of "friendly fire" that can destroy 
the souls ofpeople./t is the 'Jriendly fire" of unfriendly 
gossip and unjust criticism. The guilty puttheir hands over 
their hearts and vow they never intended to hurt anyone. 

"Butldidn'tknowitwouldtumoutlikethat!"theycry. 
Sometimes it turned out exactly as they intended for it to 
tum out. They got caught. They beg for sympathy and 
understanding. Reputations are ruined, but they expect 
what they have caused to be passed over as if it never 
happened at all, just a matter of "friendly fire." 

An old jingle goes, "The human tongue so small and 
weak, can crush and kill, declares the Greek." Solomon 
said, "Death and life are in the power of the tongue" (Prov. 
18:21 ). Yes, the tongue can kill and save. How powerful 
it is! Uncontrolled wagging of the tongue has killed 
multiplied thousands. It is not "friendly fire" when every 
dart was purposely shot. 

We are today engaged in the fiercest spiritual battle 
many of us who have been around a long time have ever 
seen. Christians are fighting with false teaching that will 
destroy the church. "Fight the good fight of fa ith," means 
being cautious to kill nota single one by "friendly fire." We 
need to know who and where the enemy is. We love the 
sinner-in or out of the church--but we hate sin and 
destructive forces with all our hearts. God said long ago, 
"Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate" (Jer. 44:4). 

There is an Old Testament prophecy that describes 
what happened to our Lord. Read it carefully: "What are 
these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer. 
"Those with which I was wounded in the house of my 
friends" (Zech. 13:6). When the "friends" of Jesus teach 
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contrary to his will, they wound the loving Lord. Jesus 
tells us who his friends are: "Y e are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever! command you" (John 15: 14). 

Wounded in the house of his friends! Killed by 
friendly fire. Some would restructure the church--a church 
in transition--until it bears little resemblance to the church 
ofthe first century. They are malicious in their intentions. 
It is an insult to use the world "friendly" to describe what 
they are wilfully doing. 

Those who are outto destroy the entire restoration idea 
vow that nothing can stop them! The good Lord is not 
dead. His all-seeing eye is upon us all and those who would 
pervert his truth and destroy his cause are under his eye. 
We shall see who the friends of our Lord are and who they 
are not. We shall see ..... we shall see. 

P. 0. Box 2351 
Riverside, Ca. 92516 

Foy Smith 
Gains a Victory 

FF 

In Chattanooga, Tennessee, October I 0, 199 1, at 8:00 
P.M. in the evening, our beloved Foy Smith was being 
introduced to preach the final sermon in a successful Firm 
Foundation lectureship. His sermon was entitled, "The 
Final Victory in the Unshakeable Kingdom." Attheendof 
the introduction brother Foy bowed his head and with a 
sigh for the living made his departure from this life for 
worldsunknown.lnsteadofpreachinga sermonon "Final 
Victory," he gained a victory. The last words Fay Smith 
heard on this earth were words of appreciation and praise 
for his work. When he opened his eyes on the other side 
of Jordan, the first words he heard were words of wel
come.--Dobbs 
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from Disneyland). (714) 535-617. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791 -2499.Sun. 9:30, 10:45A.M.,6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH O F CHRIST, SAN 
BERNADINO, CA. 3630 N. "E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M. , 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

C central C 
HURCH OF HRIST 

13320 South Church St , Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9 :30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

CONNECTICUT 

GROTON----CHURCH OF CHRIST meeting at 
291 Osprey Dr., Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 
P.M. Ph. 446-0676. 

FLORIDA 

CLEARWA TEA--CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1454BelleairRd. Phone(813) 446-4808. Services: 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE--39TH. AVE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1811 N.W.39thAve.6mi.eastof 1-75, useHighway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M. , Wed. 7:30P.M. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. Jeffcoat, evangelist. 

JACKSONVILLE--WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnen Blvd. (904) 771 -5075 or 
771 -2646. Sun. 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND- 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Robert McAnally, 
minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Home of 
Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun.9, 10A.M.,6P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M.21 Lancaster 
Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 855-5651 or 
855-1326. 

SARASOTA--MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M .• 
6 P.M., Wed. 6:30P.M. Gene Stilwell,minister. 

SEBASTIAN---1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407)589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist 

SEBRING--904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 
McGhee, evangelist. 

GEORGIA 

ATLANTA--AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
4017 Memorial Dr .• Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299-
1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles Inside 
1-285) 

BYRON--3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 (1 
mi.) to Hwy 42 N--2 mi. to building. Camper hookups. 
Sun. 9, 10A.M.,6P.M. Wed. ?P.M. Call(912)956-
3719, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 

DULUTH--DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811 . Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., 
Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. Paul 
Curless and David Dalton, evangelists. 

MISSOURI 

BRANSON--CHURCH OF CHRIST, College & 7th 
Sts. 65616. Sun. 9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 
7 P.M .. (417) 334-3866, 334-3757. A. J. Hendrix, 
minister. 

OHIO 

FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

OKLAHOMA 

EDMOND--CHISHOLM TRAIL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 8 1/2 Mi. N of town on Broadway. "Only 
the Old Paths." John A. Croom. (405) 396-8497. 

TENNESSEE 

MEMPHIS--KN IGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 381 18. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M. , 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. Call 
(90 1) 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker, minister, (901) 
363-1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN .• between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65--25 miles north of Nashville. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Roy 
McConnel l, evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-
0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON--PEAR L STREET CH URCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201 . (817)387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

RIC HWOOD--CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 77531. 
(409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6:30P.M., 
Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

(813) 683-4043 

n Strong Bible Emphasis 
~ 1\vo Year Program 
1r I 00 Semester Hours 
-c No Thition 
1r Scholarships Available 
1r Qualified Faculty 
n- V.A. Benefits 
1r Call or Write 

TRAINING PREACHERS SINCE 1969 
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CLASSIFIED ADMINISTRATOR/CARETAKER. FORT HILL 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP, Hillsboro, OH. Dudes: 
Overseeing camp program, maintenance, promotion and 
fund raising. Salary negotiable. Home furnished. Send 
resume to: Bob Manasco, P.O. Box 410, Sardis, Ohio 
43946. 614-483-2363. ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PEA LINE. THIS SECTION IS DESIGNED ESPECIALLY TO 

ACCOMMODATE PREACHERS SEEKING WORK OR CONGREGATIONS SEEKING PREACHERS. OTHER 
CHURCH RELATED MATTER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING WITH THE PUBLISHER'S STANDARDS. SEND All 
CORRESPONDENCE TO: FIRM FOUNDATION, AD DEPARTMENT, P.O.BOX 210876, BEDFORD, TX. 
76095-7876. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale---an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Drive, 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299·1475. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Experienced gospel preacher needed for SW Florida 
congregation of 90. House provided. Send resume to 
P.O.Box 2197, Port Charlotte, Fl. 33949 or contact 
Lawrence Bauer (813) 627-1016 or church office (813) 
629-7454. 

Minister wanted for small congregation In south 
Mississippi. House provided, but w111 need to furnish 
some of his support. Prefer a sound, experienced 
gospel preacher In his SO's or early 60's. Please send 
tape or resume to: Mendenhall Church of Christ, %Jackie 

-Mu111ns, 611 Simpson Circle, Mendenhall, MS 39114. 

(MINISTER NEEDED: Growlng,loving, congregation with 
80-100 In attendance located In southern New Jersey near 
metropolitan area of Philadelphia, Pa., seeks a married 
man who Is able to train leaders and delegate responsibility. 
Individual selected must have strong Bible background, 
experience, and speak enthusiastically. The church Is at 
peace and has a great potential for growth. We have a 
strong desire to seek the lost and have strong fellowship 
with area congregations. Minister Ia fully supported by 
strong southern U.S. congregation. Send resume & 
references to Jerry Andrews, 1202 Clements Bridge Rd., 
Apt. 207, Barrington, N.J. 08007,609-573-9513 

Minister wanted for a small congregation In Benson, AZ. 
Will need to fumlsh some of his support. Contact Floyd 
Turner, 602-586-2488 or Lester Osburn, 602-586-2142. 
Church of Christ, HCR Box 4517, Benson, AZ 85602. 

For congregation of approximately 450 members In the 
Central Valley of Callformla. Population 172,000. Please 
send resume, tape, picture, and references to Davis Park 
ChurchofChristat901 W. Rumble Rd., Modesto, California 
95350. Attention: Selection Committee. 

Small congregation In Overbrook, KS Is seeking a gospel 
preacher who Is neither afraid nor ashamed to declare the 
whole counsel of God. Those Interested can call (913) 
665-7947, (913) 665-7654 

Small congregation needs Fff preacher. No elders. No 
housing. CanoNer$300/mo. towards support. Send resume 
to: Northwest Church of Christ, 801 NW Hampton Rd., 
Parkv111e, MO 64152. 

TheN. Ridge Avenue Church of Christ, 162 N. Ridge Ave, 
Tifton, Georgia, Is looking for a full-time minister who Is 
trained In outreach, education, and preaching. Contact 
Richard Dale 912·386-8383 or Bob McCready 912·382· 
2737 or send resume. 

FOR SALE 
HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM: A critique of 
Subjectivism in Biblical Interpretation. $9.00ppd. to Major 
Premise Books, 11026 Wurzbach Road, San Antonio, TX 
78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 
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RALEIGH SINGERS have funeral tapes for sale. 8 tapes
·2 songs each tape. (Ideal for congregations who need 
singers for funerals.) $38.00ppd. Also other tapes of 
scriptural gospel songs. $6.00 each ppd. Raleigh Church 
ofChrist,3213 Raleigh·MIIIIngton Rd., Memphis, TN 38128 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands of 
scripture references, each summarized and organized 
under hundreds of logically-arranged subject areas. 
lndudes over 2,000 Interesting, Important discussion· 
stimulating questions. This extremely dear and easy 
guide to the Bible Is a must for every Christian's 
library. It Is ideal for Bible dasses for all ages and for 
cottage evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and 
power of New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 
92324. 

NEW TRACT I The Gift of Acts 2:38-39. $3.00 per dozen 
or $25.00 per 100. Order from: Wayne Price, Box 
760, Mcloud, OK 74851. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Gospel preacher looking for small congregation that can't 
fumlsh full support and who desires to be taught the 
TRUTH. Charlie Summers, 213 W. Barstcil Ave., Fresno, 
CA. 93704-2020 or call collect 209-431-67~9. NO moving 
expenses. 

Mature, energetic minlsterwith strong academic credentials 
and Interpersonal skills seeks counseling, education, or 
Involvement ministry with congregation led by motivated, 
benevolent shepherds. Direct Inquiries to: Firm 
Foundation, P.O.Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

MISCELLANEOUS 
WANTED: group of 30·35 energetic Christians have 
located a full-time evangelist. A great desire/potential to 
spread God's word In town of 12,000 people exists In 
central Iowa. Congregation formed 19n. Church building 
and programs already In existence. Urgently need support 
for evangelist totaling $25,000 annually. Contact: Ron 
Melvin, 1591 W 6th Ave., Indianola, Iowa 50125. 515·961 · 
7004. 

HAVE GOSPEL-WILL TRAVEL. Holding three-day 
meetings. Friday-saturday-and Sunday. Presenting Christ 
as Prophet-Priest-and-King. Write G. E. Gower, 616 South 
78th St., Tacoma, Washington 98408 or call 206·473-
6867. Reference supplied on request. Fifty years 
experience as a gospel preacher. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for Increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more In your 
congregation. Elders or Church leaders write for free 
Information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 Vandegrift Ave., 
Rockville, MD 20851 

TEACHERS WANTED 
Come to sunny tropical South Florida 

All teachers who want to 

work in a mission 

area in a secure Christian 

envi ronment. 

K-3-12th secondary-elementary positions 

open 

Apply ... 

Rcdland C hrist ian Academy 

17700 S.W. 280 Street 

H omestead, Florida 33031 

(303) 247-7399 (305) 248-8299 

HOUSEPARENTSNEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian 

couples interested in becoming 
HOUSEPARENTS 

Contact 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 

(PAUL) & ASSOCIATES 

• Prov•d•ng (luahty conslruct•on ot cnurcn ou•lc•ngs • 27 year~ exoeuence '" cnurcn oes•gn 
•In-neuse arch•leciUral & cng•neermg serv•ces • Vaoous arcn•teclutal serv•ces ava•table 
• S401st average mel oews carpet. souno & l•gnt•ng · Tota l management !tom stan 10 ltn.sn 
• lnuoouc•ng our new W•lliamsourg aes•gn • lnteoor oes•gn servtces orov•oeo 

CALL FOR VIDEO INTRODUCTION ANO MORE INFORMATION 
(214) 551·5322 3600 Old Bullard Rd .. Suite 200, Tyler. TX 75701 (800) 847·0082 



Souls NOT Cards 
• 1991-1992 Drive • 

Please give your Christmas card & postage money 
or its equivalent to Chimala and its needs 

r -· 
I Lii:J 

Chimala Mission and Hospital 

--•U:n . .:...:_ _ _ _ SllARING IS CARING 

Over93 b.1ptized in the las t report. 
O\'cr40 being trained as preachers now. 
Over -10 congresolt ions establi.shed in the J rea. 

liOSPITAL NEEDS 

O ne Toyota - 12 p.1sscnger "·'" ....... S25.000 
New Kitchen & L.1undry, equipped ..... . 8,500 
Medicines fo r Hospital . . ... . .. . ....... 10,000 ' 

"Lei your light so shine before me11, thnt 
they mny see your good works, n11d glorify 
your Fnther which is i11 henve11 :' 

- Mntt. 5:16 

Tc.lChing our children. 

SCIIOOL NEEDS 

New Scicn(c L.....1b. & Equipmenl . • • • . . . . . . . . . S 8.500 
~\\' boy~ dtlrm & lx'tt ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 5,()(X) 
Rdurnish JO claS>r<>Oms (SUJOO e.>eh) . . . . . . ........... JO,IlOO 
i':t.'w office-. & furniture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . . S,(XX) 

0\'Cr 40,000 being treated medically CJch yror. 
0\'cr 1,000 people e.1ch day being taught the Bible. 
0\·~r 500 ch ildren being tow ght daily. 

-

MISSION NEEDS 

O ne Mi~~ion;uy J louse . . . . . . . . . ..... $12,500 
On!! llou:-.t.• for Doctor ................. 12,500 
One Hou ~:.e for Adminis tr.-ltor ..... .. .. , 12,500 
Sh ippin); fo r 1992 . ...... ..... .... ..... 12,500 
New ~ch<X>l building for mis~ionary child ren 
& ..,1~1ff worl<..cr's children ..........•.... 10,000 
2 f{cfrigcr~ttors, g.ts & ~lcctnc ... . .. . 1,500 '-'JCh 
2 Fn..'C"-'"· electric . . . . . . . . 750 each 
2 G.1~ Cook Ston."S . . . . . . . -tOO -:-Jch 

Once each year we ask for a special contribution from individuals & cong regations to help w ith this 
work. This time is now and as you can see above, the needs are grea t for souls are at stake! 

Chimala Mission and Hospital 
Tanzania, East Africa 

Share the light of the gos,JCI of medical roan gel ism to tlros•' in darknt'SS. Please serui your contrilmtions to: 

Elders- Seagoville Church of Christ • 510 N. Kaufmar 5t. • Seagoville, TX 75159 • (214) 287-2036 

Fcmudt'T & Atlmmi~trotor L.if ProJ«I: Allllrc.·n• AI. Connally 



Study Guides from the Firm Foundation 
According to Luke-by FrankL. Cox. This analysis of the books of Luke and Acts includes com

ments on important points and raises various questions for thought. Written in the form of an outline 

of the scriptural text the author has arranged an excellent book for class or individual study ... .... $3.00 

From Heaven or from Men-by Hugo McCord. An excellent and scholarly study of evidences. 

The Bible must be from God because it answers the questions the sciences cannot. Its miracles, proph-

esy, doctrines and influence demonstrate that the Bible is from God .... ... $3.00 

Functioning Leadership in the Church-by Charles Moore. A thirteen lesson study course for 

adults in the qualifications of elders and deacons, and the relationships that exist between them and the 

church. An additional appendix giving helpful suggestions on the selection and appointment of elders 

and deacons. A very practical and common-sense study .. ..... $3.00 

Let's Grow and Make Disciples!-by Charles L. Sattenfield. A 13lesson, 92 page study book 

emphasizing the need for personal work with practical helps for the personal worker ... .... $3.00 

Paul's Later Life and Letters-by Dunn. A 13 lesson workbook on the later life of Paul. Some of 

the lessons are: Prayer and Modest clothing, Elders and Deacons, Christian Duties, Before and After 

Conversion, Stedfastness, etc ........ $.95 

For the Ladies. 
He Lifted Me-by Hallie Kellogg. Primarily a study in attitudes, this book examines the influence 

which brings women into a state of degradation, then points to the attitudes exemplified and taught 
by Christ as her means of elevation. The last part of the book deals with present day influences affect-
ing the status of women. 13 chapters with detailed questions, 162 pages ... .... $3.95 

Order from 
P.O. Box 210876 Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

Send no money. We will be happy to bill you. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 

Bulk Rale 

U.S. Pos1age 

PAID 

Dallas. TX 

Penni! No.l 863 

774 COMr I 0 OJ! 
.JOHN C FROF'HET 
la310 ~IVER OAKS RD 
DAMON 1·x 7743U 
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Quality of Life 
By WilliamS. C line 

Americans spend billions of dollars each year on 
medical research to add a few days to a few years of 
earthly life. No one wants to avoid old age by dying 
young. 

There is something more important than length of 
days, and that is quality of life. The person with a 
headache takes an aspirin to improve the quality of life. 
The individual with a ruptured disk will undergo sur
gery to make life more tolerable and pleasant. 

In February 1989, the doctors told me I had cancer. 
Recently I underwent painful surgery on my right arm. 
I have endured chemotherapy and radiation to extend 
my time on earth and to make the quality of my life as 
good as possible. Money and pain do not matter much. 
We are willing to pay a high price for quality of life. 

Children of God know that life has a high value. 
God is the father of each human spirit. His gifts are not 
vain, though they may be received in vain. The soul of 
man is more valuable than the world and all its wealth. 
The worth of the soul is not in how long we live on 
earth but how well we live here below. 

"The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of knowl
edge" (Prov. 1 :7). "The fear of Jehovah is a fountain of 
life, That one may depart from the snares of death" 
(Prov. 14:27). "The fear of the Lord leads to life" (Prov. 
19:23). 

Reverence is the foundation of the life of trust, which 
is obedience and worship and service-even unto death 

(Rev. 2: 10). The Lord will not have lukewarm servants 
(Rev. 3: 16). The Lord wants us to serve him with all 
our might. "Whatsoever ye do, work heartily, as unto 
the Lord, and not unto men" (Col. 3:23). "Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul , and with all thy mind" (Matt. 22:37). Quality 
of spiritual life demands we "serve the Lord without 
distraction." Jesus gave his life to "cleanse your con
science from dead works to serve the living God" (Heb. 
9:14 ). He did not "through the eternal Spirit offer him
self without blemish unto God" for us to be halfhearted
servants. "Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer 
service well-pleasing to God with reverence and awe: 
for our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:28-29). 

There is a price to pay to have quality of life in the 
spiritual kingdom of our Lord. In carnal things we will 
pay the price without complaint, but in the spiritual only 
a few seem willing to pay ungrudgingly the cost of 
discipleship. 

The Lord does not offer cheap grace. It is difficult 
to walk the strait and the narrow path that leads to 
eternal li fe (Matt. 7:13-14), but heaven is surely worth 
it all. No saved person will complain on eternity's shore 
that the price he paid was too much for the blessings he 
receives in the land offadeless day. 

Jesus expects us to bear the yoke and carry the 
burden, but he promises to help us. He gives us peace, 

(continued on page 4) 



Editorial 

Baylor and the Baptists 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Dallas Morning News printed an article by Helen Parmley on 
October 7, 1991. She reports that the battle over Baylor-the Baptist's 
largest university in the world-is over the authority of the Bible. 

Today's newspapers often describe the contending factions as mod
erate or fundamental-they once were liberal or conservative. The labels 
selected may reflect the bias of the reporter. Moderate has a pleasant 
taste, andfundamental makes some folks think of tirades. Using labels 
like moderate and fundamental is an unfair trick. 

The disagreement is over whether the Bible is without error. If it is 
error free, it must be accepted absolutely. If it is full of unaccountable 
mistakes and contradictions, it should be rejected absolutely. There is no 
middle ground. The Bible is either the very word of very God, or it is 
not. 

The article declares that fundamentalists "believe the Bible is accu
rate in all respects, historically and scientifically. They believe, for 
example, that Adam and Eve were real people, that there was a Garden 
of Eden and that the world was created in six days." The undeniable 
implication is that moderates (liberals) do not believe these things. 

It is really a question of faith and unfaith, ofbelief and disbelief. The 
disputants should be called believers or unbelievers-faithful to the Bib
lical teaching or unfaithful to that teaching. 

Baptist preachers who are trying to salvage Baylor for their denomi
nation make two potent points. First, they say the moderates are really 
very immoderate and advocate a church not concerned with religion or 
religious purposes. They charge the unbelievers (who deny Adam, Eve 
and Eden) with the hidden agenda of misusing Baylor University to 
divert the Baptist Church from its interest in soul salvation and eternity. 
The unfaithful would prostitute the organization to low and worldly ends 
only-a secular institution exclusively concerned with social issues. 

To prove their proposition some Baptist preachers call attention to 
such universities as Harvard and Brown, also started by religious groups, 
whose charters have been changed to allow them to follow a path of 
secularism. 

Second, they point out the basic dishonesty of unbelievers (liberals). 
Baylor's present administration betrays supporters who have contributed 

· · financially to the school throughout its history. Joel Gregory, preacher 
for the First Baptist Church in Dallas says, "refutation of that trust is 
wrong." 



What About Us? 

The winds of change and infidelity, of liberalism and unbelief, blow 
strong in our time. Many are looking for a church in transition, and 
appear to know that colleges and universities operated by our brethren are 
ripe targets. 

It is alarming to note that most of the schools handled by Christians in 
days gone by are awash in liberalism and have abandoned duty and 
allegiance. Such educational institutions as Texas Christian University, 
Drake University, Hiram College, Butler University, Eureka College, 
Arkansas College (now University of Arkansas), Bethany College, Bible 
College of Missouri, Transylvania University, Disciples Divinity House 
at Chicago University, College of the Bible, Culver-Stockton College, 
Lynchberg College, Milligan College, Emmanuel School of Religion, 
and many others, once administered by those who were striving to restore 
New Testament Christianity, are now in total apostasy. 

Thank God for Christian education, but don't forget how easily insti
tutions of higher learning slip into worldly ways and drift into a liberal 
attitude that is careless with Biblical truth. The danger is real and appar
ent. Of course, the same could be said of churches and individuals. The 
price of loyalty to God is careful watching. "Therefore we ought to give 
the more earnest heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we drift 
away from them" (Heb. 2: 1). 

A Time for Action 

We call upon the schools now operated by our brethren to make a 
clear, fresh declaration of purpose. It would be comforting and encourag
ing if these institutions were to make it plain that no instructor would be 
allowed in the classroom who did not know assuredly the Bible is inerrant 
and binding. 

Parents should demand to know exactly what the administrators and 
professors of universities educating their children believe about the Bible 
and its teaching. These organizations should be asked to answer as either 
true or false such statements as these: 

Virgin birth of Jesus (T/F) 

Jesus' resurrection from the dead (T/F) 

Jesus' ascension into heaven (T/F) 

Jesus' present rule and reign over the universe (T/F) 

Noah a real person (T/F) 

A world-wide flood about 4,000 years ago (T/F) 

Jonah swallowed by a great fish prepared by Jehovah (T/F) 

The world create~ in six literal days (T/F) 

Adam and Eve real people (T/F) 

Eden a real place (T/F) 

The Bible a revelation from God inspired in its words (T/F) 

Instrumental music in worship of God is sinful (T/F). 
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No runaround should be tolerated. Evasion should 
be looked upon with suspicion and fear. Mothers and 
fathers pay the cost of educating their young and have 
the right to know the principles upon which the school 
functions. They have an obligation, before God, to fig
ure out possible dangers and warn their offspring. A 
soft, wimpy, slippery attitude does not become men and 
women professing godliness. 11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX77070 
(713) 469-3102 
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Quality of Life 
(continued from page I) 

perfect peace. We rejoice in the Lord in the midst of our 
struggles and toils. His yoke is easy, and his burden is 
light (Matt. 11 :30). "Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven" (Matt. 5:12). 

I cannot understand why some people live as they 
do. How can a Christian be careless and unconcerned? 
How can men be proud in sin and, in the face of certain 
judgment, refuse to repent? Many live as though they 
will never answer for their conduct. 

"We must ail be made manifest before the judg
ment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things 
done in the body, according to what he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5: 1 0). It is not enough to cry 
"Lord, Lord." We must do the will of the Lord, serving 
him from the heart. 

May we one day hear him say, "Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world" (Matt. 25:34). 
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Pattern Theology 
Is 

Christian Theology 

By David W. Nance 

Over the past decade, the Lord's church has heard 
the seductive call of those whispering that the New 
Testament is not a pattern for our worsh ip, work, or 
lives. Many preachers and professors among us have 
argued that we are wrong to think of the Bible in terms 
of a pattem, paradigm, example, blueprint or constitu
tion for the church. They belittle "pattern theology." 

This revisionist movement is completely at odds 
with the restoration movement. The heart and core of 
the restoration is the Biblical pattern for the work and 
worship of Christi ans. The Bible alone is the only basis 
for scriptural unity among believers. 

The discussions over the use of instrumental music 
and missionary societies died out when the Christian 
Church gave up on following the Bible pattern. The 
universal understanding of faithfu l disciples that the New 
Testament is a blueprint for worship caused these issues 
to be contested- no pattern, no contest, no blueprint, no 
debate. 

Pattern theology is the core of the New Testament 
church. Those who want to change the church attack 
adherence to the Bible as a constitution. If the constitu
tion decides what is and is not acceptable worship, they 
cannot change the worship. By arguing against the pat
tern they hope to free themselves from restrictions they 
consider odious. To them that perish, laws are the odor 
of death, but to the saved they are the aroma of life (2 
Cor. 2: 15-1 6). 

Unfortunately, many naive C hri stians have inhaled 
the poisonous smoke-screen w ith which these false broth
ers obscure the Word. The simple fact is that in denying 
"pattern theology" these misguided brethren nullify the 
appeal for restoration. 



The idea of the scriptures as a pattern is as old as the 
Bible and is acknowledged by every leader in main
stream "Christendom" since the beginning of the gospel. 
Scripture supplies the pattern for our ltfe {Titus 2: 11-
13). It supplies the pattern for our worship (Col. 3:16-
17). It supplies the pattern for sound doctrine (2 Tim. 
1:13). Going back to the Bible for faith and practice 
restores the New Testament church and tears down the 
strongholds of denominationalism and brings unity and 
peace to believers. It also separates the wheat from the 
chaff. Those dedicated to seeking out the old paths and 
walking in them know the denominations were not caused 
by the Biblical pattern, but by human creeds. Rejecting 
such creeds for God's Word will reverse the process. 

The Gnostics of the first century held that God's 
ultimate truth was not in scripture, but in the believer's 
personal, often mystical, experience with Divinity. They 
fought among themselves. Yet, they united in adamantly 
rejecting the pattern in scripture. 

Today, as in bygone centuries, the greatest danger to 
Christianity is the presumption and affectation of supe
rior wisdom that rejects the Bible pattern and accepts 
vain philosophy. Those who hold to the idea of a Bible 
blueprint and divine plan are vilified as fleshly and 
sectarian. 

Calvinism has within it the seed for rejection of the 
New Testament paradigm. Luther's "sola gratia," adopted 
by Calvin, necessarily rejects law and rule keeping. If 
justification is by grace only, conformity to a New 
Testament pattern is non-essential. 

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) rejected the idea that 
there is an objective pattern for Christians, or anyone 
else. Pious inner reflection reveals God's requirements, 
and each one becomes a law unto himself. He com
pletely rejected the Bible as having authority to dictate 
worship or doctrine. 

Following a similar path, Friedreich Schliermacher 
( 1768-1834) emphasized that all forms of worship, even 
pagan, were acceptable. Personal experience revealed 
one's relationship to God, and while the New Testa
ment appealed to Christians, its model was binding on 
no one. 

Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) took this idea one 
step further, saying that one's personal experience deter
mined what was true in religion. To him, what was true 
for one might be false for another and vice versa. 

When the ideas of these theologians filtered down to 
the masses of Protestantism, their faith in the Bible as a 
pattern disappeared. The loss did not worry them, for 
they were saved by grace only, despite the differences 
between their practice and Bible teaching. Subjectivism 
was widely accepted in Protestant seminaries. The result 
is that most Protestants have only a faint respect for the 
Bible as showing the way we are to worship and serve 
God. The doctrine of grace only served as a bridge 
between following the Bible and following one's feel
ings. The Bible contains no pattern for worship or ser
vice. Call it subjectivism, relativism, existentialism, or 
neo-orthodoxy; it is still the ancient heresy of denying 
"pattern theology." 

This affects the church as brothers have either gained 
advanced theological training from denominational 
schools or have been seduced by human philosophy, 
and lost faith in the Bible. Many have absorbed liberal 
subjectivism that says there is no pattern-no objective 
standard. 

The revisionists among us attempt to appear main
stream by appealing to salvation by grace. This ploy 
greases the transition from belief in the Biblical pattern 
to rejection of any pattern. This is primitive heresy with 
a modem flair. 

Many contend (and they are very contentious toward 
any who differ with them) that the New Testament 
contains no pattern. To reject the New Testament as a 
pattern is not to become ecumenical. It is to become 
apostate. 1210 SW 3 Ave. 

Cape Coral, FL 33991 
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God, Thou Hast Searched Me 
By Thomas P. "Pat" Hardeman, Ph.D. 

My orientation is obvious in reviewing my depar
ture from and return to the faith once delivered. It is to 
my "shame" (1 Cor. 15:34) that my personal story in
cludes a period in which I "knew not" the God of the 
Bible. 

I am joyful in the knowledge that I have recovered 
myself"from the snare of the devil" (2 Tim. 2:26), and, 
through God's wondrous gift, ~ of "a sound mind" (2 
Tim. I :7). Thank God I am forgiven. May his other 
gifts "of power and of love" be mine henceforth. I know 
I have expunged the "spirit of fear" that is contrary to 
his will. "In God I have put my trust: I will not fear 
what flesh can do unto me" (Ps. 56:4). 

Supernaturalism 
The first question concerns ultimate reality. Is na

ture, as our senses and sciences disclose it the whole 
show? Is the spatiotemporal universe all there is to real
ity? I cannot overstate the importance of this issue. It 
comes before all others. A bias against the supernatural 
lies at the root of the all too many classroom criticisms 
of religion. 

Naturalism has so many magnets pulling us toward 
it. Each one of them involves one of those areas of our 
existence in which there are two possible perspectives, 
one earthbound, limited to the human sphere, the other, 
taking account not only of the earthly but also of a 
higher or spiritual aspect to reality. 

First, we are fleshly with physical needs and desires 
that demand a considerable portion of our time and 
energies. The danger is that we begin to think of life in 
terms of how we shall eat, drink, and be clothed. We 
fail to see that life is more than meat and the body more 
than raiment (Mt. 6:26; John 6:35). We miss so much of 
reality when we seek and worship mammon more than 
the Power beyond all earthly riches. 

Second, among human beings there are altruistic 
impulses that, regardless of their origin, are deeply felt 
by many. Some learned from their childhood, as I did, 
and from the Bible, many duties to our fellowmen. Acts 
of service to mankind can be energetically and even 
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heroically performed with either of the two perspectives 
mentioned above. Do I love my neighbor because God 
so loved me, or do I love him because, for example, 
human experience has shown the wisdom of striving for 
the greatest good to the greatest number (John S. Mill's 
Utilitarianism)? 

It is unfortunately, but certainly, true that a person 
can start out serving his fellowman because of a Chris
tian commitment, and in time, due to problems involved 
in Christian service to mankind, and to other cares of 
the world, lose his spiritual perspective. 

He may, for reasons already given, continue in purely 
human service. And if, like me, he is zealous and active, 
he may strive harder than ever in that humanistic con
text, convincing himself daily of all the good he is 
doing. After all, his purpose is laudable and his actions 
provide some benefit to his society. 

In time the world is very near and God is very far 
away. Oh, if only one could foresee the developing 
secularism! Arguments against supernatural occurrences 
in Biblical history which in earlier years may have been 
challenging but not compelling, are easily given more 
weight when naturalism has taken over in our lives. 
Unanswered questions about difficult Biblical matters 
and unsolved church problems can seem to be evidences 
for antisupernatural philosophies, when one is already 
enmeshed in cares of strictly worldly concern. Take it 
from me, my young friends; it happened to me. 

I began above by saying that one must first settle the 
question of supernaturalism (C. S. Lewis, in his Miracles 
argues this point cogently). Any amount of historical 
evidence for particular miracles is of no avail to the man 
who has defined a miracle as that which has never and 
will never happen. 

As to the matter of supernaturalism, a number of 
developments occurred in recent decades of debates that 
were of great importance. First, we have seen an abso
lute revolution in astronomy to the extent that scientific 
writers in their recent article, "Heavens" (Newsweek, 
June 3, 1991), declared that naturalistic astronomers' 
"pet theory of Cosmic evolution teeters." Why? The 



truth is that discoveries of recent decades have revealed 
structures too large and too old to have evolved by any 
known physical theories. The consequence of all this is 
that wild theories are proliferating that range from sci-fi 
to the near comic. Read Stephen Hawking's A Brief 
History of Time, Bantam Books, 1988. It's an account 
by one heralded as the most brilliant scientist since Sir 
Isaac Newton that attempts to avoid God and creation 
by resorting to imaginary time and negative numbers. 
Then he further confuses time with space in sad meta
physics which, Carl Sagan nonetheless announces in his 
laudatory introduction, leaves "nothing for a creator to 
do." 

Although we cannot here go into detail concerning 
evidences of God from intelligence manifested in na
ture, it suffices to say that such evidences have become 
so overwhelming that some naturalistically inclined 
thinkers have upset the whole antisupernatural applecart 
by admitting the astronomical odds against all this hap
pening by chance, and seeking an alternative cause of 
the intelligence other than God. (See the discussion of 
this pursuit in American Philosophical Quarterly, #24, 
1987, pp. 307-317.) That effort has been widely criti
cized by both sides. 

Once a person sees again how clear the evidence is 
for a supernatural Creator, he is then in a position to 
weigh evidences for Biblical miracles. No longer will 
naturalists who happen also to be great scientists wow 
him with their negatively slanted pronouncements on 
matters properly belonging to the realms of religion and 
philosophy. No matter what a man's scientific creden
tials, his dictum that miracles don't happen is just his 
antisupematural bias expressing itself. It is not science 
nor is it "scientific." 

P. W. Bridgeman, in The Logic of Modern Physics 
(in Claude W. Heaps, "The Structure of the Universe," 
Smithsonian TreasuryofScience, Vol. I, 1960, pp. 19,20), 
sums up the case beautifully against anti-miraculous 
diatribes based on the presumed uniformity of all natu
ral experiences (though certainly not with the intention 
of supporting my overall thesis): 

"It is difficult to conceive anything more 
scientifically bigoted than to postulate that all 
possible experience conforms to the same type 
as that with which we are already familiar, and 
therefore to demand that explanations use only 

elements familiar in everyday experience. Such 
an attitude bespeaks an unimaginativeness, a 
mental obtuseness and obstinacy which might 
be expected to have exhausted its pragmatic jus
tification at all lower plane of mental activity." 

Relationship to Christ 

Having regained faith in the Creator/God, faith in 
the Son of God came inevitably upon a searching reex
amination of all his wonders. I shall in time write more 
of such reconsiderations of Christ and his claims. I know 
God through him. His servant I am again. And because 
he is the head of the body, the church, I am wonderfully 
related to my brothers and sisters in Christ as fellow 
members of his body. He rules the members. 

There are grand blessings that flow from his reign 
over his church, his body, his kingdom. I look forward 
to every day God gives me now to serve on earth under 
that reign of Christ. Because he lives and reigns, I enjoy 
fellowship with others who serve under him, and that 
fellowship is sweeter than I ever imagined it could be. 

I conclude by promising again to try to "stir up" the 
gifts of "power, love and a sound mind" (2 Tim. 1 :7) 
which God has given me. I plan to "preach Christ" as 
Phillip did in Samaria, including the "things concerning 
the kingdom of God and the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ" and baptize all who will believe and obey those 
things. My program personally is to "grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior," and I know 
God will help me to do so. 

Brethren, I may not know the answers to a lot of 
problems we face, but "I know whom I have believed 
and I am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day" (2 Tim. 
1: 12). With this faith, "I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me" (Phil. 4:13). 
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Notes on the Scopes Trial 
By George W. DeHoff 

On June 30, 1991, A. T. & T. sponsored the movie 
Inherit the Wind based on the famous Tennessee Scopes 
trial in 1925, in which an assistant teacher was tried for 
teaching evolution in violation of Tennessee law. 

This movie misrepresented the trial as the media 
always do. The program presented William Jennings 
Bryan as an ignorant, arrogant bigot. He was a courte
ous, likable, intelligent gentleman who showed every 
courtesy in his treatment of other people. 

In an attempt to slander Christianity, the movie mis
represented historical facts. The town's preachers and 
businessmen are shown forming a mob and interrupting 
the class where Scopes is teaching evolution. No such 
incident occurred. 

The movie has Darrow asking Bryan about sex and 
Bryan answering that all sex is sinful. The truth is, there 
was no mention of sex in the Scopes trial. 

The movie has Bryan giving the date of creation. 
The truth is, the transcript of the trial shows Darrow 
asking Bryan, "Could you tell me how old the earth is?" 

Bryan said, "No sir, I could not." 
Darrow: "Could you come anywhere near it?" 
Bryan: "I would not attempt to." 
The movie shows the fiancee of Scopes testifying in 

the trial, but no women testified in the Scopes trial. The 
movie shows Bryan dying in the courtroom. The truth is 
Mr. Bryan died in his sleep five days later. 

The movie shows Bryan attempting to make a clos
ing speech to the jury. The truth is neither Bryan nor 
Darrow made a closing summary. 

All my life I have heard biased accounting of the 
Scopes trial, but a reading of the court manuscript shows 
that Mr. Bryan did a good job. 

This movie is just another attempt to slander Chris
tianity. Letters of protest should be sent to A. T. & T. 
Chairman Robert E. Alton, 550 Madison Ave., New 
York, NY 10022. 
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Mamas and Papas 
By Steve Gunter 

According to a Wichita based newsman, "The me
dia are replacing the family, the church, and the schools 
in setting the values of many Americans." Mom, Dad, 
preacher, and teacher long ago lost their influence to the 
mass media and to the music industry which so enthrall 
the people of our land. 

Our government financially supports pornographic 
performances in the name of patronizing the fine arts. 
The influentiallVew Yorker magazine recently praised 
the revived interest in sadomasochistic art. The sadist 
delights in inflicting pain on others. Masochists enjoy 
pain. This is perversity gone to seed. 
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The Bible condemns "works of the flesh" (Galatians 
5: 19). The carnal culture of contemporary civilization 
demands Christian censure and rebuke. Too many saints 
commingle with this crude and vulgar cultivation when 
for the time they should be condemning its foul fruit 
with all their might and vigor. 

The Bible still says that we are to "have no fellow
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness" (Eph. 5:11). 
It is time to raise our voices against the evils now aris
ing in our once-fair land. 1202 Royal Drive 

Bentonville, AR 72712 
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Pastors or Preachers? 
By Beulah Wall 

Many people, particularly from the denominational 
churches, have the erroneous idea that a local church 
has only one pastor, and that he is the preacher. The 
scriptures teach each local congregation is to have a 
plurality of pastors. 

The scriptures use the word pastor, which means 
shepherd, to indicate the elders-those who direct the 
affairs of the local church that selected them. The Bible 
says elders are bishops. Bishops therefore must also be 
elders (1 Tim. 3:1; Titus 1:7; and Phil. 1:1), and over
seers, or presbyters (1 Tim. 4:14). Elders are selected 
and appointed to this position if they meet the qualifica
tions (1 Tim. 3 and Titus 1 ). Paul told Titus to appoint 
elders in the churches in every city {Titus 1 :5). 

Peter was an elder and a preacher, so preacher and 
pastor are two different offices. Elders receive double 
honor if they do both functions (1 Tim. 5: 17). Not all 
preachers are pastors, and not all pastors are preachers. 

Peter tells the elders to be shepherds of God's flock 
that was under their care (1 Pet. 5:1-4). They were the 
overseers. In Acts 20:17 Paul sent to Ephesus for the 
elders of the church. In verse 28 he tolC.: them to keep 
watch over themselves and the flock of which the Holy 
Spirit had made them overseers. In Acts 11 :30 the dis-
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ciples sent money during a famine to the elders to be 
distributed by them. 

Christians are to obey the elders and submit them
selves to their authority or oversight as sheep to a shep
herd (I Pet. 5:5). Hebrews 13:17 says, "Obey them that 
have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they 
watch for your souls, as they that must give account, 
that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that 
is unprofitable for you." Preachers have a different re
sponsibility. They manifest the word through preaching. 
Titus was to preach sound doctrine (Titus 1 :3; 2:1 ). One 
duty of the elders is to encourage pure doctrine and to 
refute those who oppose sound doctrine. They are to 
"convict the gainsayer" (Titus 1 :9). Elders oversee the 
preacher, but both have a responsibility to keep the 
teaching true to the book. Each disciple has an obliga
tion to measure what is preached by the standard of 
revealed scripture (Acts 17:11). Pastors, preacher and 
people work together to assure that we do not drift away 
from the once for all delivered faith. 
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Instrumental Music in Worship 
Faith or Opinion? 

By Paul Kidwell 

Freed-Hardeman University presented "The Annual 
Preachers' and Church Workers' Forum" October 12, 
1991. The forum was on "Instrumental Music: A Matter 
of Faith or Opinion?" 

David Lipe, Freed-Hardeman University Bible 
teacher and Cecil May, President of Magnolia Bible 
College, argued the question of instrumental music in 
the worship of God as a matter of faith and therefore 
forbidden and sinful. 

Bill Swetman, past preacher for the Pitman Creek 
Church of Christ-now with The Fellowship in Christ 
Church-and Larry James, preacher for the Richardson 
East Church of Christ in Richardson, Texas, said the use 
of mechanical instruments in worship of God is a matter 
of opinion and therefore allowable. 

In this review, we will give the thrust of each speech 
and summarize the basic arguments. The reader should 
check the tapes or the printed speeches to verify this 
report. 

Larry James, the first speaker, began with a story of 
a Colorado couple "put out of the church" for singing 
with instrumental music in their home. 

James said of the church, "Our historic posture, tra
dition, and practice, to say nothing of our notorious 
reputation, imply that persons of faith will be lost eter
nally because they worshiped God with the instrument. 
Our patternistic theology contends that justification, re
demption, reconciliation, and fellowship can be attained 
only by finding the New Testament pattern, and follow
ing it as perfectly and completely as possible in every 
detail. To err, in the smallest detail, except in agreed 
upon cultural exceptions, or ironically, regarding some 
radical demands of Jesus Christ himself. . .is to risk all 
eternally." James accused the church of ignoring racism, 
while "arguing and drawing lines." He said, "We should 
not force instrumental music on those who are weak of 
conscience." 
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James observed that New Testament Christians en
tered the temple to worship with Jews "who had not yet 
made up their minds about Jesus." 

Cecil May, the second speaker, gave a series of 
verses that say God is holy and worthy to receive wor
ship. He pointed to John 4:24 to establish: God is the 
object of our worship; we are to worship God from the 
heart; we are to worship as God directs. 

May pointed out that God rejected Cain's offering. 
This does not agree with the idea that whatever man 
does in worship, if from the heart, is acceptable to God. 
We are not at liberty to serve God just any way we 
please. He cited Deuteronomy 12:8; 12:32; Proverbs 
30:5,6 to enforce this point. 

The law had to be changed in order for Jesus to be a 
priest. This change in the law is deduced by an inspired 
writer from the silence of scripture (Hebrews 7:14). 
Jesus came from the tribe of Judah. Moses spoke noth
ing concerning a priest from that tribe. Therefore Moses' 
law was not still in effect when Jesus became a priest. 
(Jesus could not be priest on earth under the terms of the 
Mosaic law because of the silence of that law.) 

Saul (1 Samuel 13), Jeroboam (1 Kings 12), and 
Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26) suffered punishment for ig
noring the prohibition of Biblical silence. 

May gave a list of some doctrinal and worship addi
tions made by the apostate church, including incense, 
holy water, infant baptism, and the last rites. He called 
on Swetman and James to say whether or not they 
objected to these things. Those who use mechanical 
music in worship because of the silence of the Bible 
have no basis for objecting to any these novelties. May 
remarked, in view of the arguments advanced to excuse 
instrumental music in worship, it would be "easy for me 
to imagine someone among us suggesting sacrificing a 
lamb in worship, since it would be fitting ... how could 
one oppose this? We may think we are drawing near to 



God, when we are actually in rebellion." 
Bill Swetman, the third speaker, claimed, "The fact 

that Freed-Hardeman University would present a study 
on instrumental music is evidence that the lid is not on 
the coffin of instrumental music among churches of 
Christ." 

Swetman quoted a statement from Everett Ferguson's 
book, A Cappella Music In Public Worship Of The 
Church, in an attempt to prove the Greek word psallo 
includes mechanical instruments of music. Psallo is in 
Ephesians 5: 18-19 and is translated sing. 

Lipe said the statement was misused to advance an 
idea not intended by Ferguson. Swetman responded by 
reading again the statement from Ferguson, quoting only 
the parts that served his pwpose. 

Dr. Ferguson of Abilene Christian University, in an 
October 18, telephone conversation, confirmed that the 
theory he presented was to establish the reason for the 
change in usage of the word psallo. He was guessing 
about the why of the change. Swetman represented him 
as reflecting on whether there was a change. 

Swetman made the traditional denominational argu
ments on psallo and used their manner of handling 
lexicons. He cited several lexicographers, reading only 
pre-New Testament references to psallo and neglecting 
to mention that every lexicon he cited also noted, "In the 
New Testament,psallo means to sing." 

Swetman argued that the Greek word psallo in Eph
esians 5:18 includes instrumental music. He says the 
fact that such was the use in the Old Testament is reason 
for our concluding that New Testament Christians would 
believe the instrument inherent in the command to psallo. 
Swetman said, "We cannot say beyond a doubt there 
was no single church that used instrumental music dur
ing the first four or five hundred years." He made an 
argument from the silence of history! Swetman said 
Ephesians 5:18-19 could mean "singing heartily." This 
would translate a prepositional phrase "in your heart" as 
an adverb. 

Swetman said Ephesians 5:18-19 means "singing 
with an instrument." This would translate psallo "play a 
mechanical instrument." 
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10:45 "The Changing Role ofWomen" 
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Swetman said Ephesians 5:18-19 contains one com
mand, "Be filled with the spirit and five participles." He 
argued that the participial phrases do not matter. 

It boggles my mind to think all three of these posi
tions can be held by the same man at the same time. He 
argued psallo is a command to sing heartily or a com
mand to play on a mechanical instrument of music but 
concludes it is a matter of opinion! 

David Lipe, the fourth speaker, obsetVed, "These 
men are dead wrong. The issue is not trivial, not a 
matter of personal taste, cultural, nor economic. It is not 
a matter of what our heritage has said. It is not north 
versus south. It is not a matter of education. The devil 
would have us believe this is the case. The question is, 
Do the scriptures function as an authoritative guide for 
man's belief and practice in religion? If no, then instru
mental music and many other things are allowed. If yes, 
then mechanical instruments are excluded." 

"If the participial phrase argument is valid, it does 
not matter what psal/o means. One could play, dance, 
whistle, clap or hoot; it would not matter. If the only 
imperative is to be filled with the spirit, then whatever 
feels good, do it!" Lipe asked, "Where is the authority 
for instrumental music?" 

A question-and-answer session followed the four 
speeches. There was a question about what liberty Noah 
had in the specific requirements for building the ark. 

James said, "I am in a different paradigm ... How can 
we ask this kind of question while passing over count
less occasions when people in the Old Testament used 
instrumental music on so many occasions?" He went on 
to say the heart was the key issue. It was a matter of 
those who intended to disobey. Swetman said, "As far 
as I am concerned, I am not saved the way Noah was 
saved. I am saved by the blood of Jesus. Noah was 
saved by building an ark." 

May said, "I am saved in the same way as Noah, and 
Abraham. Old Testament worthies were saved by faith. 
The commands are different, but saving faith includes 
obedience." 

Lipe said it was appropriate to go to the Old Testa
ment examples to learn of the importance of obedience. 

Another asked about singing groups that mimic in
strumental music and whether such groups might "de
sensitize our young people to the use of instrumental 
music in worship." 
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May said, "I am not to the point where I am ready 
absolutely to equate making noises like instruments to 
be the same kind of sin I believe instrumental music to 
be, but. . .it is dangerous ground" 

Swetman said, "If you make the sound of an instru
ment, go ahead and use the instrument and quit pretend
ing you have one when you don't." 

James said, "I sure hope so ... We may lose a genera
tion of young people for one reason ... because they want 
to submit to Jesus and not to a body of rules and regula
tions which have nothing to do with the gospel.. .I have 
two teen-age daughters and they will not stay with this 
sort of approach to God ... they listen to Amy Grant, sing 
praise with her, and they sing her praises also. They 
consider her a powerful witness in our culture." 

Lipe said we should follow the safe course and not 
use the vocal band. 

To be continued ... East Ridge Church of Christ 
501 McBrien Road 

Chattanooga, TN 37 412 
Fp 

MEl\1PIDS SCHOOL 
OF PREACHING 

• Two Year Program 

• Fifty-four Courses A 
• 2, 760 Clock Hours ,. 
• No Tuition . . ~ 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 
• Strong bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications Now Being Accepted 
• Call or Write for Application 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, TN 38118 
Phone (901) 362-5139 

BIBLES REBOUND 
Genuine Leather-$18.00 

Postage Appreciated 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone (805) 721-8925 

1210 9th Ave. Delano, CA 93215 



Lessons from Mr. Rattlesnake 
By Terry M. Hightower 

It was a fantastically beautiful fall Thursday last week 
when a preacher friend, my son Bret, and I found our
selves out under the blue Texas sky dove hunting. Un
aware of the subjective ideas of the animal activists, the 
birds were really flying-including the highly prized 
white-winged doves. Fried up with the right seasoning, 
they would make good script for Grandpa Jones on Bee
Haw's "What's for dinner" segment! 

It felt good to be alive, enjoying Christian comrade
ship and fellowship, especially the "bonding" as it is now 
popularly styled, between father and son that can be had 
only on such occasions. But then it happened. 

I was blissfully going about the business of shooting 
and retrieving doves when my son cried out in a voice 
exhibiting a certain amount of nervousness that there was 
a rattlesnake right beside him. Trotting quickly over with 
gun in hand, several thoughts rushed through my mind. I 
thought: "What if he bites him before I can get there or 
before Bret can shoot him?" 

Bret has always been allergic to bee stings and other 
insect bites, so I wondered if that would decrease his 
odds of survival in this case. I immediately shot the 
serpent in the head and the crisis was over. But our 
adrenaline continued to flow! 

Satan is "more subtle than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God" has made (Gen. 3:1). He can be 
right beside us as we go about our regular activities of 
recreation or business and we do not even suspect that he 
is around. He can slither into our hearts and poison us 
with his venom of sin just when we are most vulnerable 
and least expect it. 

"But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve in his craftiness, your minds should be corrupted 
from the simplicity and the purity that is toward Christ" 
(2 Cor. 11 :3). 

Although we knew we were in rattlesnake country, 
sometimes it takes a close encounter with a diamondback 
to bring home the reality of the nearness of physical 
death: "Lord, make me to know mine end, and the mea
sure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I 
am" (Psa. 39:4). 

Although for the most part we are aware of the gen-

eral admonition which warns: "Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:12), 
perhaps it sometimes takes a physical foe at close quar
ters for us to truly realize our daily need to be "sober, be 
watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (1 Pet. 5:8). 

Although called the gentleman snake because he usu
ally warns us of his presence, the rattler will still bite to 
kill if one (young or old) for whatever reason gets too 
close: "Flee youthful lusts, and follow after righteous
ness, faith, love, peace, with them that call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart" (2 Tim. 2:22). 

The "old serpent. .. the deceiver of the whole world" 
(Rev. 12:9) is no gentleman! We do not want to be on the 
same acre, let alone the same square yard with a rattle
snake, but we sometimes try to see just how close we can 
get to sin without "going over the edge"! There is an 
excitement and thrill in vice which entices us: "Stolen 
water is sweet, And bread eaten in secret is plea
sure .... Remove thy way far from her, And come not nigh 
(near) the door of her house" (Prov. 9:17; 5:8). 

I thought: "If Bret is bitten by the time I get over 
there, to which hospital shall we drive? It will take at 
least 25 to 30 minutes to get him to one-will they have 
antivenin?" Suddenly the choice of the hospital became 
crucial. Why had I not investigated before now to know 
which one was the right one, instead of relying on the 
generic position that "one hospital is as good as another"? 

Jesus promised to build and be the Savior of only his 
one church (Matt. 16: 18; Acts 20:28); yet how many are 
foolishly relying on churches of men with no antidote 
against sin's poison? "Except Jehovah build the house, 
They labor in vain that build it. ... Every plant which my 
heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted up" (Psa 
127;1; Matt. 15:13). It is not "old pioneer preacher doc
trine," nor legalism, nor a view "smacking of rigidity 
keeping us from relating to modem people" to proclaim 
Christ as "the head of the church, being himself the 
Saviour of the body" (Eph. 5:23); it is Bible. 

11026 Wurzbach Rd. 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
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Many years ago I watched and listened spellbound 
as brother Ed Morris preached one of his acrostic les
sons. He placed the acrostic word down the left side of 
a blackboard. He covered the remaining part of the 
word with strips of paper to be removed when he was 
ready to reveal that word. Most preachers and teachers 
have used acrostic lessons a few times. Most have heard 
the acrostic sentence on Grace: God's Riches at Christ's 
Expense. 

You may have several acrostic words in mind. I 
suggest you consider making an acrostic board. An ideal 
size for classroom work is 30" x 50."I use tag-board 
strips (Astro-Brite) for the words. It is easy to stencil the 
letters. Peel-and-stick rubber letters are also available. 

The students are very receptive to this method of 
teaching. Audiences try to anticipate the word you place 
with each letter. In the classroom, I sometimes ask the 
students to give me their thoughts on each letter before 
I reveal the hidden word. You will be surprised at the 
good suggestions members of the class give. I have 
developed more than one lesson with the same acrostic 
root word because of suggestions given by students. 

To whet your appetite in teaching or preaching in 
this manner I would like to give you the outline for my 
favorite sermons using my acrostic board. I call this 
lesson: "The Man Nobody Knows." 

Tychicus was an Asian companion to the apostle 
Paul. There are only five passages of scripture mention
ing him. Most people have never heard a lesson about 
him. 

T= Treasury 
Comment: Tychicus was engaged, with Paul and 

others, in taking money collected among Gentile 
churches to the poor Jews in Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). 
Paul was careful about how he handled other people's 
money. He surrounded himself with trusted workers 
from every congregation that contributed wealth to the 
rel ief of the poor in Judea. His noble example should 
impress upon us the importance of being trustworthy 
and of having trustworthy companions. 
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Y =Yield 
Comment: Tychicus was a servant of the Lord, and 

helper of the apostle Paul. He accepted a hard and diffi
cult task that required courage and determination. We 
need disciples like that today. We must not be half
hearted in the Lord's work. "Seek ye first his kingdom, 
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you" (Matt. 6:33). We must yield ourselves as his 
servants to obey (Rom. 6: 16-18). 

C = Christian 
Comment: "But that ye also may know my affairs, 

how I do, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful 
minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things: 
whom I have sent unto you for this very purpose, that ye 
may know our state, and that he may comfort your 
hearts" (Eph. 6:21-22). " ... Beloved brother and faithful 
minister ... " In the family of God there is real brother
hood. Every brother is beloved. Because Jesus died for 
us, we are willing to die for each other. This is the 
meaning of the new commandment Jesus gave his fol
lowers (John 13:34-35). 

H =Helper 
Comment: "But Tychicus I sent to Ephesus" (2 Tim. 

4:12). Paul was in Rome expecting death at any mo
ment- the time for his departure had come (2 Tim. 4:6-
8). Some had forsaken him (2 Tim. 4:10). Only Luke 
was with the apostle as the hour of death drew near (2 
Tim. 4:11). Paul sent Tychicus to Ephesus for some 
important reason. Paul longed to see Timothy (2 Tim. 
4:9). Tychicus was available for any task. There are 
many modern-day Tychicuses. 

I= Integrity 
Comment: "Tychicus ... shall make known to you all 

things: whom I have sent unto you for this very pur
pose, that ye may know our state, and that he may 
comfort your hearts" (Eph. 6:21-22). How many people 
do you know that you would trust to give a reliable 
report for you? Tychicus was trustworthy. He was a 
man of integrity. All saints must be honorable in their 
conduct. Most of all the saved must be dependable in 



keeping the sacred trust of God's Holy Word (2 Tim. 
2:15). "0 Timothy, guard that which is committed unto 
thee" (1 Tim. 6:20). See also Jude 3. 

C = Christian 
Comment: Tychicus was with Paul during the first 

Roman imprisonment and carried word of his condition 
to the churches of Asia-Minor, delivering letters from 
Paul to the churches at Ephesus and Colossae. He ac
companied the run away slave, Onesimus, in his return 
to his master, Philemon, to whom Paul wrote a letter. 
Tychicus was a mail-carrier. We look at our mail today: 
a letter ... bills ... a post card ... bills ... junk mail. .. bills. 
Tychicus was canying the most essential message in 
existence-the divine and inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 
3:16-17). We ought to say, "Thanks, Tychicus!" 

U=Unknown 
Comment: Most people do not know about Tychicus. 

Only five passages of scripture give his name. How 
many have ever heard a lesson about Tychicus before 
today? How many have heard about Methuselah? What 
do you know about Methuselah? We know he lived to 
be 969 years old! But, what do we know about the man? 
We know much more about Tychicus. It is not impor
tant for our name to be known here on the earth, if it is 

recorded in heaven. "Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven" (Matt. 5: 12). "Re
joice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but re
joice that your names are written in heaven" (Luke 
10:20). 

S = Substitute 
Comment: "When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or 

Tychicus, give diligence to come unto me to Nicopolis: 
for there I have determined to winter" (Titus 3: 12). We 
have a tendency to play down the substitute, but if we 
lacked substitutes, the work would soon falter and the 
Lord's vineyard wither because the person given the 
primary duty cannot always discharge it. The important 
thing is to be on the team and willing to fill any role 
assigned you. 

Conclusion: We have learned something about the 
man nobody knows. Oh, the fifth passage, you ask? 
(Colossians 4:7) "All my affairs shall Tychicus make 
known unto you, the beloved brother and faithful minis
ter and fellow-servant in the Lord." What a beautiful 
tribute! (We close with God's plan of salvation, not 
man's plans!) 809 E. Pershing Dr. 

Ardmore, OK73401 
FF 

A Dangerous View of Grace 
By Earl Trimble 

A guileful impression of God's grace is emerging 
within the body of Christ. It makes the child of God 
impetvious to sin. If God's grace saves us without merit 
then the saved "has a hedge about him, and about his 
house, and about all that he hath on every side" (Job 1:10). 

The word "sin" has disappeared from the language 
of many preachers. The message coming from some 
pulpits makes us feel good about ourselves instead of 
helping us to take a good look at ourselves (Jas. 1:23-24). 

We insist on positive sermons. Preachers must not 
reprove or rebuke (2 Tim. 4:2). Being "doers of the 
word" no longer receives the emphasis once given. We 
demand unqualified grace, relieving any tinge of guilt 
rising up in our hearts or concern in our minds about 
loose living (Rom. 5:19; 6:1). 

Calvinism has made inroads into our thoughts and 

expressions. The idea that the Holy Spirit dwells in us 
and mediates for us removes all anxiety regarding our 
infirmities-inabilities, shortcomings, limitations (Rom. 
8:26). Furthermore, the indwelling Spirit strengthens us 
though we are no longer into the Book. 

Denominational people have no real sense of per
sonal responsibility to the Word of God. This new view 
of grace (new to us-denominationalists have long held 
the idea) undermines our sense of responsibility before 
God. After all, God's unlimited grace will abound to
ward us to make up for any failing on our part (Eph. 
2:8-9). 

Except for grace, we are lost. Still, man has a part to 
play in salvation by grace. God's plan for saving man 
involves a proper response to the grace God extends to 
all. God's grace is sufficient for saving every soul. After 
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all, we must accept grace on the terms God offers. "For 
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world" (Tit. 2:11-12). Are you 
receiving God's wonderful grace, dear brother? If so, 
then you are "denying ungodliness and worldly lusts." 

Potpourri •..... 
The Ear 

"I enjoy the Firm Foundation ... especially about the 
Scholarship Movement. .. more people should read the 
Firm Foundation, but more important the Bible ... "{T.O.) 

"I want to take the opportunity to express my appre
ciation for a fine brotherhood journal that is taking a 
stand for the truth .. .! have recently moved from Florida 
to Newfoundland, Canada ... we have a small group teach-
ing the pure gospel. .. we need your prayers ... we need 
someone to help us conduct a gospel meeting ... "(Dennis 
Bilingsley, [709] 227-2820). 

"Enclosed is my check for a 2-year subscription to 
the Firm Foundation ... Thanks for keeping the brother
hood informed of all the trash going on ... " (E.E.S., TX). 

"Renew my subscription for another year" {T.B., KY). 
"I appreciate very much your efforts toward pre

senting the truth of God in a simple, loving manner ... " 
(J.E.B., TN). 

"Thank you for your strengthening articles .. .! have 
been a Christian for a little over a year ... " (P.S, FL). 

"Enjoy the Firm Foundation ... we are growing 
slowly ... recently had a four day meeting with Maxie 
Boren ... " (L.G., WY). 

"I hope all goes well with the Firm Foun
dation ... "(B.C., AR). 

"Please send a one-year subscription to my friend as 
a birthday present. .. bill me" (G.S., AZ). 

"I am renewing my subscription to the Firm Foun
dation before the price goes up .. .I enjoy reading the 
Firm Foundation and hope you continue for many more 
years." (H.N., OH). 

The Mouth 

Phillip E. Johnson, a Presbyterian and law profes
sor at the University of California in Berkeley charges 
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You are living "soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world" To say Christians receive unqualified 
grace from God, without having to accept it through 
obedience to the will of God, should not make us feel 
secure. 10121 Luella 

El Paso, TX 79925 
FF 

Charles Darwin and his followers with intellectual fraud 
Johnson said, "At first, I thought it would be foolish to 
write about evolution because people would question a 
law professor writing about this. They wouldn't believe 
me, and I would make people hate me or thirik I was 
crazy .. .lt's the biggest sacred cow out there." Johnson 
found the scientific evidence for evolution to be almost 
non-existent. Mr. Johnson rejects present day evolution
ism as an acceptable explanation of creation, but does 
not accept the Bible account of the beginning of things. 
Johnson is the author of Darwin on Trial (Regnery 
Gateway, $19 .95). 

-------
Advice to the person who says of demon rum, I can 

take it or leave it: try leaving it-you may fmd it has a 
strong hold on you. 

-------
According to a recent report in the Houston 

Chronicle, John Dee Matson, Jr., abducted Phyllis Marie 
Hicks, raped her and choked her to death, dumping her 
nude body in a trash bin. He was also convicted of 
robbery and burglary with intent to commit sexual as
sault. He is accused ofkidnapping another woman, fon
dling her, but she escaped. In another incident he broke 
into a home and raped a 35-year old woman. He was 
given the death sentence for killing the Hicks woman, 
but the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals overturned the 
conviction because the trial court refused to allow an 
expert witness (a psychologist) to testify that Matson 
would not be dangerous to the public in the future. 

(Editor's note: Lawlessness will continue until we 
get tough on law violators ... the magistrate should not 
bear the sword in vain ... but our psychologists are as 
bad as our courts, maybe worse. They approve the guilty 



and condemn the innocent. I am not saying psycholo
gists need psychiatrists, though some do. I am saying 
they need a good, strong dose of Bible teaching. Faith
fully and rigidly following Bible principles would make 
us free from all defilement and keep us pure-Dobbs). 

Gayle Napier, a psychologist who teaches part time 
at David Lipscomb University, recklessly claims, with
out support or evidence, that most men in the church of 
Christ molest their daughters, are addicted to pornogra
phy, and are homosexual. Napier has written to point 
out that the Lindell Mitchell article published by the 
Firm Foundation, September, 1991, erroneously said 
the Houston Post reported his foolish claims January 
22, 1991. The date should have been June 22, 1991. We 
are happy to make the correction because of our ethics 
and integrity. At a Houston preacher's luncheon Gayle 
Napier said if there were 100 men present that day 
(Houston area preachers), 95 of them have molested 
their daughters. He said this in the context of incest. 
That works out to a charge that 95% of gospel preachers 
are guilty of incest. Napier fa,led to mention in his 
letter Mitchell's challenge that he give proof for his 
proposition. Mitchell called for Napier to document his 
accusations and show the evidence from scientifically 
sound models and procedures, but Napier forgot or ig
nored the request. It does seem that ethics and integ
rity should compel Napier to attempt to prove his 
ridiculous harangues. Thank you, Gayle, for your let
ter. 

Announcements 

A Romania Evangelism Workshop will be held on 
December 6-8, 1991, at the Bel-Aire Church of Christ 
in Tullahoma, TN. The goal of the workshop is to in
form the brotherhood and increase the effectiveness of 
the work in Romania. Housing will be provided for 
visitors. For information write Bel-Aire Church of Christ, 
1115 Bel-Aire Drive, Tullahoma, TN 37388, or call 
(615) 455-4665. 

Congratulations to Harry and II a Naylor of 
Mansfield, Ohio. They celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on September 28, 1991. Brother Naylor on 
that same day enjoyed the 85th anniversary of his birth. 
The saints go marching on! 

The Owen Chapel Church of Christ in Brentwood, 
Tennessee, dedicated a historic marker recently. The 

marker details the history of the church, which is 132 
years old. The marker was authorized by the Brentwood 
Historic Commission. 

Oklahoma City University of Science and Arts an
nounces the appointments of new chairs for the divi
sions of Education and Business. Dr. Floyd Coppedge, 
professor of education, has been named chairman of the 
Division of Education. Dr. Jack Scaggs, associate pro
fessor of business, had been named chairman of the 
Division ofBusiness. 

Sound Words Media, a mission work under the over
sight of the Knight Arnold Church of Christ in Mem
phis, announces an expansion of the radio and television 
work. Rod Rutherford will produce English literature 
to be used overseas and will conduct regular campaigns 
into the areas of greatest response. Jim Dearman is the 
speaker for Sound Words Media. 

Upcoming Religious Debate: On January 27, 28 and 
30, 31, 1992, at 7:00 p.m. in the building of the Burbank 
Church of Christ, 9700 Fulton St., Houston, Texas, a 
debate will be conducted. On Monday and Tuesday 
nights the proposition for discussion is: The scriptures 
teach that in conviction, conversion and sanctification 
the Holy Spirit operates only through the Word of God. 
David P. Brown, Christian, will affirm and Bob L. 
Ross, Baptist, will deny. On the closing two nights the ~ 

proposition is: The scriptures teach that in bringing men 
to faith in Jesus Christ as Savior, the Holy Spirit uses 
means, and he also exerts his personal power in accom
paniment, or additional to means. Ross will affrrm and 
Brown will deny. 

William Baxter "Bill" Forrester Ill died Friday, 
July 5, 1991, after a long illness. He was48 years of age. 
He was a member of the 39th A venue Church of Christ 
in Gainesville, Florida. He is survived by his wife, 
Brenda; two sons, William N and Jeffrey; his parents, 
Mary Lois and Baxter Forrester; two brothers, Jim 
and Ray; and one sister, Mary Gay Forrester. W. D. 
Jeffcoat and Colin Williamson conducted the funeral 
service. Charles Colton said, "Death is the liberator of 
him whom freedom cannot release, the physician of him 
whom medicine cannot cure, and the comforter of him 
whom time cannot console." Jesus said of this last, great 
emancipation, "He that believeth on me, though he die, 
yet shall he live." There are no tears and no pain in 
heaven. FF 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

How Do We Worship? 
By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

What kind of activity is worship? Is it rushing to the 
front door of the meeting place hoping the services have 
not yet begun? Is it sitting in the pew pondering the last 
piece of news we heard on the radio just before reaching 
the building? 

Worship is an old Anglo-Saxon word. It is related to 
our adjective worthy; the object of our worship must be 
a worthy being. He is. Do we remind ourselves of this 
as we prepare for worship? 

Could the following be a scenario in which mem
bers of your family have participated? Probably not. I 
hope not. 

"We're going to be late again; I told you! You know 
how I hate to be late." 

"Well, you shouldn't have talked so long to your 
sister. You could have told her you would call her back 
this afternoon." 

"We would be on time if you had got the car filled 
up yesterday instead of waiting until today and noticing 
that the tank was almost empty. My dad always got the 
car ready before Sunday." 

"Yeah, that's all your dad has to do-pokey old gee
zer." 

"See, there go the Browns now; if they are here, you 
know we are late." 

They circle the parking lot, looking for a place near 
the building to park; then they dash into the building, 
interrupting Bible classes as they fume and then try to 
form a worshjpful, receptive mood. This is not ideal. 
Probably few if any of us prepare as we should for the 
few hours we spend each week in worship to God. Do 
you suppose we could take an hour or so Saturday to 
talk to the children about what they will be studying 
Sunday morning and to teach them the scriptures that 
pertain to the plan of salvation? If they could learn fifty 

22 [374] December 1991 
FIRM FOUNDATION 

states and capitals in one week, surely they could be 
taught five points of the plan of salvation. 

Sometimes family members assemble at the death 
of a loved one, and just before leaving to attend the 
funeral, in a close circle, pray for God's care and guid
ance. If families pray just before leaving for Sunday 
worship, this would set the tone for the day and would 
make a lasting impression on the children. 

It is the obligation of every Christian to listen care
fully, intensely, to the lessons presented at each occa
sion of assembling and to take note of what is taught. If 
the teacher or the preacher refers to some practice or 
philosophy, he should honor our Creator and the integ
rity and intelligence of his audience enough to tell them 
where in the Bible he found proof for his statements. 

As Peter reminds us in 1 Peter 3: 15, each of us 
must "be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear." 

When a congregation is seeking the services of a 
new preacher, the members should be especially alert to 
his use of scriptures to back up what he is teaching in 
his lessons. The members should then relay to the elders 
their concerns or their faith and confidence in the speaker. 
You have probably heard this saying which is common 
among Christians today: "As goes the pulpit, so goes the 
congregation." 

Occasionally the question arises whether someone 
who cannot carry a tune should participate in the sing
ing. Ephesians 5: 19 tells us that we should speak to one 
another "in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing
ing and making melody in your heart to the Lord." 
Nowhere in the scripture is there a statement that only 
those whose voices are pleasing to the ears of others 
should take part in this praise to God. Each saved per-



son must teach others through the way we live and by 
talking to others about God's word, including lessons set 
to music. 

In some congregations there are too many distrac
tions during worship time. Unless there is an emer
gency, no one should make a sound or move about 

during the service. There should never be any kind of 
distraction during the invitation, lest someone who is 
considering obedience might have his attention drawn 
away and thus find an excuse to wait. P. O. Box 8400 

Fort Worth, TX76124 
FF 

Bethany College 
By Allen Ashlock 

In what is now Bethany, West Virginia, stands Be
thany College, established by Alexander Campbell in 
1840. Campbell was a great preacher of the gospel of 
Christ. He appealed for men everywhere to be united in 
religion by going back to the Bible and standing upon it 
alone as the sole rule and guide in religion. Campbell 
established Bethany College to train young people in 
advance knowledge so that they would be effective ser
vants of the Master! The Bible was the centerpiece of 
the college. 

Philip B. Pendleton of Virginia made the first dona
tion to the college in the amount of $1,000. Campbell 
gave the school its first land of ten acres. Today, the 
college campus includes 300 acres of land, and the col
lege owns 1600 acres in all. 

The school opened in 1840 with I 02 students. These 
came from nine states and Canada. There were twenty 
classes, the first one meeting at 6:30 every morning. 
Campbell taught the early morning class, walking a 
mile from his house to the classroom. 

The students and professors crowded together in a 
boarding house called Steward's Inn, which was the 
school's first building. Later, the school added three 
private dwellings for the teachers. Then, a building for 
the Primary School-children ages seven to fourteen
appeared on campus. Still later, the school built another 
structure called the College Proper and built a "church 
facility." 

The Holy Bible was the text book for the entire 
school. Campbell taught classes in Sacred History, In
tellectual Philosophy, Evidences of Christianity, Moral 
Science and Political Economy, and daily preached great 
truths of the Bible. Campbell's gentle and gracious man
ner endeared him to all. Campbell wrote the following: 

"We want no scholastic or traditionary theology. We 
desire, however, a much more intimate, critical, and 
thorough knowledge of the Bible, the whole Bible as the 
Book of God-the Book ofLife and ofhuman destiny
than is found in what are called theological schools." 

Campbell envisioned a college honoring and respect
ing the Bible. He said, "Bethany College is the only 
college known to us in the civilized world, founded 
upon the Bible." Murch said, "It was a new idea to build 
a college with the Bible as its chief textbook and to 
emphasize its teaching as more important than the teach
ing of all other books in the world." 

Being in an out-of-the-way place in northwest Vir
ginia, Bethany College operated without interruption 
through the Civil War. She sent into the world great 
preachers of the gospel. 

Bethany College today is not even a glimmer of the 
glorious days of its beginning. No longer is the Bible on 
center stage. Great preachers of the gospel are no longer 
leaving its halls. The school is now under control of 
those who have other interests besides that stated by 
Campbell. 

How sad! Beer cans litter the campus. Truth as re
spected by Campbell is long gone. The school has some 
beautiful buildings. The premier brochure promoting 
the college does not mention the Bible. After detailing a 
list of areas in which one might study there is, near the 
bottom of the list, "Religious Studies." 

The warning is clear! We must be alert. A school 
and a church can easily drift into error. We respect God 
when we respect his will. 

P.O.Box247 
Walnut Ridge, AR 72476 
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Study Your Bible-Doctrinal Studies #5 
''Has the Kingdom Come?'' 

By William S. Cline 

I. Introduction. 
A. The church and the kingdom of God on earth are 

the same. 
1. Jesus said to Simon Peter, "I will build my 

church; and the gates of Hades shall not pre
vail against it. I will give unto thee the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven" (Matt 16:18-19). 
a. It is easy to see that what Jesus called 

the church in Matthew 16:18 he called 
the kingdom of heaven in Matthew 16:19. 

b. The church is synonymous with the 
earthly phase of the kingdom of heaven. 

B. The purpose of this study is to gain a better un
derstanding of the position of the church in rela
tion to the kingdom and increase faith in the 
divine cause. 

II. Has the kingdom come? 
A. "And in the days of these kings shall the God of 

heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
for ever" (Dan. 2:44). 
1. In this verse Daniel explains Nebuchad

nezzar's dream. 
a. Nebuchadnezzar was the Babylonian king 

who conquered Judah and Jerusalem. 
b. Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of an image 

with four distinct parts-head, breast and 
arms, belly and thighs, legs and feet. 

c. The four sections of the image repre
sented four earthly kingdoms. Babylonian 
was the first of these. Then followed the 
world kingdoms of the Medes and Per
sians, Greeks, and the last of the king 
doms, Rome. 

d. Nebuchadnezzar also saw a stone "cut 
out without hands, which smote the im
age upon its feet that were of iron and 
clay, and brake them in pieces" (Dan. 2:34). 

e. The stone cut out of the mountain with-
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out hands represented a kingdom to be 
set up by the God of heaven that would 
stand for ever. This indestructible king 
dom would be set up during the days of 
the Roman world empire (Dan. 2:44-45). 

B. Daniel's further testimony is enlightening. 
1. "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one 

like the Son of man came with the clouds <;>f 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, 
and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations and 
languages, should serve him: his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed" (Dan. 7:13-14). 
a. Daniel saw one like the Son of Man 

(Jesus) who came to-not from, but to
the Ancient of days (Jehovah). 

b. He received from God dominion, glory, 
and an everlasting kingdom. 

C. The same scene is played out in the last book of 
the Bible. 
1. The throne of Jehovah God is described in 

chapter four of the book of Revelation. 
2. The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of 

David, stood near the throne of God as a 
lamb that had been slain and took from the 
right hand of Jehovah a close sealed book. 
a. "And when he had taken the book, the 

four living creatures and the four and 
twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, 
having each one a harp, and golden bowls 
full of incense, which are the prayers of 
the saints. And they sing a new song, 
saying, Worthy art thou to take the book, 
and to open the seals thereof: for 
thou was slain, and didst purchase unto 
God with thy blood men of every tribe, 
and tongue, and people, and nation, and 
madest them to be unto our God a king-



dom and priests,and they reign upon 
earth. And I saw, and I heard a voice 
of many angels round about the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders; 
and the number of them was ten thou
sand times ten thousand, and thousands 
of thousands; saying with a great voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain 
to receive the power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and might and honor, and gld 
blessing. And every created thing which 
is in the heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and on the sea, and all 
hings are in them, heard I saying,Unto 
him that sitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, be the blessing, and the honor, 
and the glory and dominion, for ever and 
ever. And the four living creatures said, 
men. And the elders fell down and wor
shipped" (Rev. 5:8-14). 

3. The language is past tens~the promised 
earthly phase of the kingdom of God has 
come. Daniel prophesied its coming, and John 
in the book of Revelation tells of the fulfill 
ment of the prophecy. 

D. Luke said of Jesus: "He shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end" (Luke 1 :33). 
I. God made a covenant with David, "Jehovah 

hath sworn unto David in truth; He will not 
turn from it: Of the fruit of thy body will I 
set upon thy throne" (Psalms 132: II). A de
scendant of David would be set upon David's 
throne. 

2. "My covenant will I not break, Nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of my lips. Once have 
I sworn by my holiness: I will not lie unto 
David: His seed shall endure for ever, And 
his throne as the sun before me. It shall be 
established for ever as the moon, And as the 
faithful witness in the sky" (Psa. 89:34-37). 
David's throne was to be eternal in the sky. 

3. Peter said on the day of Pentecost, "Breth
ren, I may say unto you freely of the patri
arch David, that he both died and was bur
ied, and his tomb is with us unto this day. 
Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that 
God had sworn with an oath to him, that of 

the fruit of his loins he would set one upon 
his throne; he foreseeing this spake of the 
resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he 
left unto Hades, nor did his flesh see corrup
tion. This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we 
all are witnesses. Being therefore by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having received of 
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he 
hath poured forth this, which ye see and hear" 
(Acts 2:29-33). Jesus now sits on David's 
throne ruling in heaven and in the eternal 
kingdom. 

E. Other evidences exist. 
1. John the Baptist said the promised kingdom 

was at hand (Matt. 3:2). 
2. Jesus said the kingdom was at hand(Matt.4: 17). 
3. Jesus said the kingdom would come within 

the lifetime of some who heard him speak 
(Mark 9:1). 

4. Jesus said the kingdom would come with 
power (Mark 9:I). 

5. Jesus told the apostles to wait in Jerusalem 
for the promised power which would come 
when the Holy Spirit came upon them (Acts 
I:4-8). 

6. The power came when the Holy Spirit came 
(Acts 2: 1-4). Therefore the earthly phase of 
the long expected kingdom of God came 
when the apostles were baptized in the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 

F. "Giving thanks unto the Father, who made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light; who delivered us out of the power 
of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom 
of the Son of his love" (Col. I:I2-13). 

G. "I, John, your brother and partaker with you in 
tribulation and kingdom and patience which are 
in Jesus" (Rev I :9). 

H. "To the end that ye should walk worthily of 
God, who calleth you into his own kingdom and 
glory" (1 Thess. 2: 12). 

III. Conclusion-"Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may 
offer service well-pleasing to God with reverence and 
awe: for our God is a consuming fire"(Heb.I2:28,29). 

4820 Midas Road 
Pensacola, FL 325~6 
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More on 1 John 1:7 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Those who wish to dodge duty and escape obedience 
appeal to John's statement, "but if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin." 
Cleanseth is present tense and means "is cleansing"-a 
continuous action-which some misconstrue to mean "for
giveness without obedience-grace without repentance
mercy without confession." 

Others, in a misguided attempt to comfort rebels 
against God, quote the same passage as if it justified 
disregard for some divine laws, but not all. They will not, 
perhaps cannot, tell which laws grace exempts. So, it 
becomes a spiritual game of Russian roulette. If the loaded 
chamber comes up, you blow your head off. It is far 
better to insist on keeping every word of sacred scripture, 
and repenting of every transgression. "If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

A teacher of righteousness should insist that the law 
of God is to be loyally observed. David said, "Let my 
tongue sing of thy word; For all thy commandments are 
righteousness" (Psalms 119: 172). In the light of this in
spired declaration, it is difficult to see how anyone can be 
righteous short of obeying all-all-of the commands of 
God. 

Still, there are those, both in and out of the church, 
who are bold to say that we do not have to keep every, 
single, teeny-tiny, minute particle of every law of God. 
They belittle as heartless any who insist we have no 
license to come short of or to go beyond the absolute 
requirements of sacred rule. 

They sneer at those who say the only safe course is to 
keep every point of God's law, and, with curled lip, they 
fling the dreaded charge .. .legalist! They condemn the 
doctrine of strict and literal adherence to a law or to a 
code as impossible. Therefore, in their fallible, human 
judgment, some form of disobedience is permissible. This 
is often misrepresented as the liberty grace grants. Or, to 
put it in other words, because of grace, we do not have to 
obey all the commands of ·God. Others say we walk 
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under the umbrella of grace and do not need to be hung 
up on rules and regulations. 

Grace is favor. The grace of God is the gifts of God. 
Creation-bread and butter and clothes-is the priceless 
gift of his son, the blood of the slain lamb, the powerful 
gospel of salvation, the peace and joy of Christian living, 
the promise of everlasting glory-this is the grace of God. 

How can a sensible person look upon the rich bless
ings God showers upon us and conclude that because 
God is good we can be bad? God has done so much for us 
it is all right for us to trample his laws. How anyone can 
conclude that because God is love it is therefore good to 
ignore any of his commands is beyond my understand
ing. The writer of Hebrews calls to mind that "every 
transgression and disobedience received a just recom
pense of reward" and warns us against neglecting the 
great salvation. 

Strange ... strange is the meandering of the human 
mind The heart of man is deceptive above all things. He 
uses the God-given power to reason to reject the gracious 
dictates of a benevolent Creator. He appears to think that 
because God is love, disobedience is acceptable. 

The God of heaven and earth commands us, "casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing every thought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ; and being in 
readiness to avenge all disobedience, when your obedi
ence shall be made full" (2 Cor. 10:5-6). 

Full obedience is absolute obedience. The apostle 
says we need to get hold of ourselves and bring our every 
thought into absolute obedience. I favor Paul. 

Still, those who have a weak-kneed wish to contra
dict the heavenly mandate presume to say that John gives 
them permission to rebel. They appear to think John and 
Paul disagree. John tells us to "walk in the light, as he is 
in the light." This is the same as "bringing every thought 
in captivity to the obedience of Christ." Look with me at 
what it means to "walk in the light." God is the source of 
light and man reflects that light. John the baptist was not 
the light (John 1 :8). Jesus is "the true light, even the light 



which lighteth every man" (John 1 :9). Jesus is the source. 
John mirrored that true light and so must we. 

"And this is the judgment, that the light is come into 
the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the 
light; for their works were evil. For every one that doeth 
evil hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, lest his 
works should be reproved" (John 3:19-20). There is a 
connection between light and works-between revelation 
and doing the will of God. 

"Again therefore Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am 
the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk 
in the darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John 
8:12). There is a connection between the light and fol
lowing Jesus. Following Jesus is to do the works of Jesus. 
Jesus obeyed the heavenly father in every detail. We 
must follow him and obey God in detail, if we would 
walk in the light. 

The word translated walk, according to Henry Thayer, 
means "to conduct oneself. .. to live; to regulate one's 
life ... of a standard according to which one governs his 
life ... denoting either the state in which one is living, or 
the virture or vice to which he is given; to live a life 
conformed to union with Christ." 

The Bible interprets the Bible. If one says he walks in 
light but is in darkness he lies (1 John 1 :6). If one says, "I 
know him" but does not keep his commands, he lies (1 
John 2:6). Therefore walking in light is to keep his com
mandments-all his commandments. 

We are to walk in the light as Jesus is in the light (1 
John 1 :7). Jesus walked in the light because there was no 
sin in him. Sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4). Therefore 
Jesus was never lawless. Sin is unrighteousness (1 John 
5: 17). Therefore Jesus was never unrighteous. Therefore 
we must not be lawless or unrighteous. 

Jesus always pleased Jehovah (John 8:29). Keeping 
the commands pleases Jehovah (1 John 3:22). Therefore 
Jesus always kept the commands of Jehovah .. .in detail. 
Consider what it means to walk: "And they were both 
righteous before God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless" (Luke 1 :6). 

"So the church throughout all Judea. and Galilee and 
Samaria had peace, being edified; and, walking in the 
fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, was 
multiplied" (Acts 9:31 ). 

"But when I saw that they walked not uprightly ac
cording to the truth of the gospel..." (Gal. 2:14), Paul 
faced thoses who were in error. 

"For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do 
not cease to pray and make request for you, that ye may 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, to walk worthily of the Lord 
unto all pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and 
increasing in the knowledge of God" (Col. 1:9-10). 

"Finally then, brethren, we beseech and exhort you in 
the Lord Jesus, that, as ye received of us how ye ought to 
walk and to please God, even as ye do walk,-that ye 
abound more and more" (1 Thess. 4:1). 

"He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also to 
walk even as he walked" (1 John 2:6). 

"And this is love, that we should walk after his com
mandments. This is the commandment, even as ye heard 
from the beginning, that ye should walk in it" (2 John 
1:6). 

"Greater joy have I none than this, to hear of my 
children walking in the truth" (3 John 1 :4). 

It ought to be clear that, according to the teaching of 
the New Testament, walking in the light involves "walk
ing in all the commands and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless, walking upright according to the truth of the 
gospel, bearing fruit in every good work, pleasing God, 
to walk as Jesus walked, keeping Jehvoah's commands." 
If. . .if. .. we walk in the light as he is in the light. If. . .if. .. we 
keep the commands ... all of the commands ... the blood is 
keeping us clean from all unrighteousness. If, on the 
other hand, we do not walk in the light, the blood does 
not keep us clean and we are unrighteous. 

If we fail to walk in the light, we must confess our 
sins and the amazing grace of God will make us whole 
again. It is not a matter of saying we can keep the law 
perfectly, though that should be our intent; it is a matter 
of repenting when we sin and receiving the forgiveness a 
faithful Savior/God promises to give us. That is peace! 

An Old Testament prophet said that in restored Jerusa
lem "there shall be upon the bells of the horses, Holy unto 
Jehovah, and the pots in Jehovah's house shall be like the 
bowls before the altar" (Zech 14:20). Everything, right 
down to the tiny bells on the horses' bridles, would be 
holy unto Jehovah. We must obey even in what we may 
wrongly think of as little things. Be very careful-right 
down to the bells on the horses and the pots in the 
kitchen. 11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77070 
(713) 469-3102 
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On the lOth day of October, 1991, a preacher entered 
heaven's hall of fame. He stepped from the pulpit to the 
glory-land. Foy Smith sat patiently, a little embarrassed, as 
he was being introduced to deliver the fmal speech in a very 
successful lectureship. The introduction ended and so did 
Foy's earthly pilgrimage. His Bible slipped from his hands; 
his head bowed; and with one last sigh for the living, he took 
his flight for worlds unknown. 

He was in his 74th year. He sometimes called himself 
"the boy preacher from Crowder, Oklahoma." He was re
membering that he began preaching when he was just a boy, 
and for nearly sixty years he continued to hold high the 
banner of Bible truth. 

He was a man who knew how to hide himself and focus 
attention on an old rugged cross, an empty tomb, and an 
occupied throne. In bold and blazing tones he preached the 
wonderful story of love. He had few equals and no superiors 
in tenderly teaching the lost, earnestly admonishing the saints, 
and boldly convicting the gainsayers. 

He was a tireless worker in the vineyard of the Lord. 
With a heavy and aching heart, he would say good-bye for a 
while to his dear wife, Mable, his loving daughter, Barbara, 
and later to his grandchildren, Bret and Shannon, and finally 
to Christopher and Meagan, the great-grandchildren that were 
the joy of life, and go out to declare the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. While absent from his family on a preaching 
mission, he would often speak of how much he loved and 
missed them. 

Still, there were souls to save and a brotherhood he 
deeply loved to served. There were sheep to be cared for and 
wolves bravely to face and drive away. He was a worker for 
eternity. Foy travelled widely, preaching the gospel of salva
tion in every state in our great nation. He was a writer of no 
mean ability. With Paul, Foy Smith could say, "Yea verily, 
and I count all things to be loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I suffered the 
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A 
Tribute 

to 
Foy Smith 

loss of all things, and do count them but refuse, that I may 
gain Christ, and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of mine own, even that which is of the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God 
by faith: that I may know him, and the power of his resurrec
tion, and the fellowship of his sufferings, becoming con
formed unto his death." Then, with shout of triumph he could 
say, "For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." 

Mable and Foy were together for almost fifty-four years. 
Just a few weeks before his death, Mable stepped through the 
exit door of life. He missed her but knew that she had gained 
a victory in Jesus. 

There is a grave in the vale and cherished memories
precious memories. The noble Foy Smith was a man of heart, 
courage, devotion, and generosity to a fault. He was slow to 
anger and quick to comfort. If he thought a fellow gospel 
preacher needed a little money to make it through a tough 
time, he would joyfully share what he had. He knew how to 
show a love not wasted in words. He was a friend you could 
count on. 

His name is not emblazoned in lights in public places, 
but his influence for good is written in the hearts and lives of 
thousands who are children of God and heirs of heaven 
because they came in contact with Foy Smith. 

So long, Foy. The last words you heard on this side of 
the rolling river were words of praise and appreciation from 
one who loved you. We are confident that, when you opened 
your eyes over on the other shore, the first words you heard 
were words of welcome. The Savior's smile was the first to 
greet you, and then the wonderful rush of joy in that glad 
reunion with all those you loved long since, and lost awhile. 

For those of us who are left, "well, the delightful day will 
come, when our dear Lord will bring us home, and we shall 
see his face! Then with our Savior, brother, friend, a blest 
eternity we shall spend, triumphant in his grace, triumphant 
in his grace." 

The editors and staff of the Firm Foundation. 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

THE YEARLY RATES FOR ADVERTISING IN 
THIS SECTION ARE: S12S.OOFOR3 LINES; $175.00 
FOR 4 LINES; $225.00 FOR 5 LINES; $275.00 FOR 
6 LINES; $325.00 FOR 7 LINES; $375.00 FOR 8 
LINES 

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 

P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 
WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 
FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th 
Avenue,99701 . (907) 456-4921 . 

CALIFORNIA 
ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-617. Send particulars 
of loved ones In this area; we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 9 1107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
Robert A. Stephenson, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHR IST, SAN 
BERNADINO, CA. 3630 N. "E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

C central C 
HURCH OF HRIST 

13320 South Church St., VIsalia, 932n. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

CONNECTICUT 
GROTON----CHURCH OF CHRIST meeting at 
291 Osprey Dr., Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 
P.M. Ph. 446-0676. 

FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER--CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Services: 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Billy A. 
Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE 39TH.AVECHURCH OF CHRIST 
1811 N.W.39thAve.6mi.eastof 1-75,useHighway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. Jeffcoat, evangelist. 

JACKSONVILLE--WESCONNETI CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 or 
771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Robert McAnally, 
minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Home of 
Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun.9, 10A.M.,6P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 21 Lancaster 
Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 855-5651 or 
855-1326. 

SARASOTA--MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiaml Trail, 
nextto Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 6:30P.M. Gene Stilwell,minister. 

SEBASTIAN---1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407)589-5140. BobWiniDn,evangeiist 

SEBRING--904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 
McGhee, evangelist. 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA--AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) m 
1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1 .1 miles inside 
1-285) 

BYRON--3 mi. from exit46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 (1 
mi.) to Hwy 42 N--2 mi. to building. Camper hookups. 
Sun. 9, 10A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call (912) 956-
3719, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH--DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811 . Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., 
Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. Paul 
Curless and David Dalton, evangelists. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON--CHURCH OF CHRIST, College & 7th 
Sts. 65616. Sun. 9:30, 10:20 A.M. , 6:30 P.M., Wed. 
7 P.M .. (417) 334-3866,334-3757. A. J. Hendrix, 
minister. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-- KNIGHT ARNOLD CH UR CH 
OFCHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 
381 18. Sun. 9:30, 10:30A. M., 6P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. 
Call (901) 363·3300 or E. L. Whitaker, minister, 
(901) 363-1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65--25 miles north of Nashville. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Roy 
McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643· 
0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 
DENTON--PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201 . (817) 387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

RICHWOOD--CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6:30 
P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 
EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church 
St, Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M. 
Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 703-
382-?m. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets In BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
Cail (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

Do you have a friend 
that would enjoy a gift 

subscription to the 
Firm Foundation? 
Why not order one 

today? 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

1807 South F lorida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

(8 13) 683-4043 

'!r Strong Bible E mphasis 
'!r 1\vo Year Program 
1r 100 Semester Hours 
1t No Thition 
'!r Scholarships Availllble 
'!r Qualified Faculty 
u V.A. Benefits 
1r Call or Write 

II Director, n.c. Can II 
TRAINING PREACHERS SINCE 1969 

December 1991 [381) 
29 FIRM FOUNDATION 



CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION IS $2.00 PER LINE. THIS SECTION IS DESIGNED ESPECIAllY TO 
ACCOMMODATE PREACHERS SEEKING WORK OR CONGREGATIONS SEEKING PREACHERS. OTHER 
CHURCH RELATED MATIER IS ACCEPTED IN KEEPING WITH THE PUBLISHER'S STANDARDS. SEND All 
CORRESPONDENCE TO: FIRM FOUNDATION, AD DEPARTMENT, P.O.BOX 210876, BEDFORD, TX. 
76095-7876. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Experienced gospel preacher needed for SW Florida 
CXlllgregatlon of 90. House provided. Send resume to 
P.O.Box 2197, Port Charlene, Fl. 33949 or oontact 
Lawrence Bauer (813) 627·1018 or church office (613) 
829-7454. 

Minister wanted for small oongregatlon In south 
Mississippi. House provided, but will need to furnish 
some of his support. Prefer a sound, experienced 
gospel preacher In his SO's or early 60's. Please send 
tape or resume to: Mendenhall Church of Christ, %Jackie 
Mullins, 611 Simpson Circle, Mendenhall, MS 39114. 

MINISTER NEEDED: Growing, loving, congregation with 
80-100 In attendance located In southem New Jersey 
near metropolitan area of Philadelphia, Pa., seeks a 
married man who Is able to train leaders and delegate 
responslblllty.lndlvldual selected must have strong Bible 
background, experience, and speak enthusiastically. The 
church Is at peace and has a great potential for growth. We 
have a strong desire to seek the lost and have strong 
fellowship with area oongregatlons. Minister Is fully 
supported by strong southem U.S. oongregation. Send 
resume & references to Jerry Andrews, 1202 Clements 
Bridge Rd., Apt. 207, Barrington, N.J. 08007, 609-573-
9513 

Minister wanted for a small congregation In Benson, AZ.. 
Will need to furnish some of his support. Contact Floyd 
Tumer, 602-586-2488 or lester Osburn, 602-586-2142. 
Church of Christ, HCR Box 4517, Benson, AZ. 85602. 

For congregation of approximately 450 members In the 
central Valley of Callformla. Population 172,000. Please 
send resume, tape, picture, and references to Davis Park 
ChurchofChristat901 W. Rumble Rd.,Modesto,Callfomla 
95350. Anentlon: Selection Committee. 

Small congregation In Overbrook, KS Is seeking a gospel 
preacher who Is neither afraid nor ashamed to dedare the 
whole counsel of God. Those Interested can call (913) 
665-7947, (913) 685-7654 

Small congregation needs FIT preacher. No elders. No 
housing. can offer$300/mo. towards support Send resume 
to: Northwest Church of Christ, 801 NW Hampton Rd., 
Parkville, MO 64152. 

The N. Ridge Ave. Church of Christ, 162 N. Ridge Ave, 
Tifton, Georgia, Is looking for a full-time minister who Is 
trained In outreach, education, and preaching. Contact 
Richard Dale 912·386-8383 or Bob McCready 912·362· 
2737 or send resume. 

Full-timepreacherwanted. 50 members offer salary, house, 
and utilities. Send resume to Jake Marshall, Box 482, Pilot 
Point, TX 76256. Phone 817-686-5078. 

Preacherwantedwlth minimum of5 to 1 Oyears experience. 
Congregation of 60 plus without elders-but men with 
excellent potential. Full support; fastijrowlng oommunlty. 
Send resume and references to Dennis Mcintosh, PO Box 
682, Farmington Mo. 63640 

FOR SALE 
FOR SALE HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM: A 
critique of Subjectivism In Biblical Interpretation. $9.00ppd. 
to Major Premise Books, 11026 Wurzbach Road, San 
Antonio, TX 78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prloes. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookftnders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 36340 

RALEIGH SINGERS have funeral tapes for sale. 8 tapes
·2 songs each tape. (Ideal for oongregations who need 
singers for funerals.) $36.00ppd. Also other tapes of 
scriptural gospel songs. $6.00 each ppd. Raleigh Church 
ofChrlst, 3213 Raleigh-Millington Rd., Memphis, TN 36128 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by Daniel 
B. lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A oollectlon of thousands of 
scripture references, each summarized and organized 
under hundreds of logically-arranged subject areas. 
Includes over 2,000 Interesting, Important discussion
stimulating questions. This extremely clear and easy 
guide to the Bible Is a must for every Christian's 
library. It Is Ideal for Bible classes for all ages and for 
conage evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and 
power of New Testament Christianity. order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 
92324. 

NEW TRACT I The Gift of Acts 2:38-39. $3.00 per dozen 
or $25.00 per 100. order from: Wayne Price, Box 
760, Mcloud, OK 74851. 

(PAUL) & ASSOCIATES 
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• Prov1d1ng ouahly consuuct•on ot cnutcn bu•tomgs · 27 years exoer•ence •n cnyrch oes•gn 
· In-house arcnuec!Ura t & engmeeung scrv•ces • Var~ous arch•lectural serv•ces avatl able 
• S40/sl average mel pews. carpet. souncs & l•ghung ·lotat managemen• !tom starlto f•n•sn 
·lntrocJuc•ng our new Williamsburg oes•gn • lnter.or des•gn serv1CCS prov•Oeo 

CALL FOR VIOEO INTRODUCTION ANO MORE INFORMATION 

(214) 581-8322 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 

3600 Old eullord Rd., Sui1e 200. Tyler. TX 75701 (800) 847-0082 

"From Riches to Poverty to Glory• used as a textbook lor 
some "life of Chrlsr courses at Fread-Hardeman 
University. Popular for ladles Blbleclasses.Achronologlcal 
study through Man., Mk., l k., and Jno. "A most helpful 
oommentary ." Hardback $9.95 plus $1.00 shipping. H.B. 
Frank Jr. (author), 216 Harnlen Ave., Henderson, TN 
38340. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Gospel preacher looking for small oongregation that can't 
fumlsh lull support and who desires to be taught the 
TRUTH. Charlie Summers, 213 W. Barstow Ave., Fresno, 
CA. 93704·2020 or call oollect 209-431·6279. NO moving 
expenses. 

Mature, energe~c minister with strong acadernlceteden~al s 
and Interpersonal skills seeks counseling, education, or 
Involvement ministry with congregation led by motivated, 
benevolent shepherds. Direct Inquiries to: Finn FoundaUon, 
P.O.Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

MISCELLANEOUS 
WANTED: group of30-35 energetic Christians have located 
a full-time evangelist. A great desire/potential to spread 
God's word In town of 12,000 people exists In central Iowa. 
Congregation fonned 19n. Church building and programs 
already In existence. Urgently need support for evangelist 
totaling $25,000 annually. Contact: Ron Melvin, 1591 W 
6th Ave., indianola, Iowa 50125.515-961-7004. 

ADMINISTRATOR/CARETAKER. FORT Hill 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP, Hillsboro, OH. Duties: 
Overseeing camp program, maintenance, promotion and 
fund raising. Salary negotiable. Home fumlshed. Send 
resume to: Bob Manasco, P.O. Box 410, Sardis, Ohio 
43946. 614-483-2363. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale---an active oongregatlon. 4017 Memorial Drive, 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM . .An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for Increasing 
evangelistic homeBiblestudlesby ten-foldor morelnyour 
congregation. Elders or Church leaders write for free 
Information to: Dan lyle, 5916 Vandegrift Ave., 
Rockville, MD 20851 

Please give us the books and Bibles you no longer need or 
use, and we will ship them to missionaries and schools or 
preaching overseas. Anal Ia Church of Christ, 503 Hughes 
Ave., Attalla, Al35954. 205-547-8053, 205-538-1837. 

TEACHERS WANTED 
Come to sunny tropical South Florida 

All teschen who want to 
work in a mission 

ares in a secure Christian 
environment. 

K-12th secondary-elementary positions open 
Apply ... 

Reciland Christian Academy 
17700 S.W. 280 Street 

Homestead, Florida 33031 
(303) 247-7399 (305) 248-8299 

Check your label. 
Dates of 12/91 or before are 

due for renewal. 
Mail a check today. 



lStlt~ ~rnrnu wrnrnurn Sunday, January 12 
7:30- 8.00 p.m. SinJinc Director: ANDY KIZER 
8.00· 8:45p.m. Keynote; "'THE CHALLENGE 

jonn Bani5tec 

Guy Caskey 

jack Gray 

Hardeman Nicholl 

Guy \1 otlcma.n 

a~rnurnrn~~ 
OF CHRISTIANITY" WENDELL WINKLER 

Monday, J anuary 13 
9: 15·10:00 a.m. Lecture: "Growing in Christ" JACK GRAY 

10: IS - I I :00 a.m. Ulblt Study Cl.assa 

Cla.u II: "Do We N«d A 'New Hameneutk'?" TERRY HIGHTOWER 
Class 12: ''Chrisuan Ethics: Marriage, 

Divorce, Remarri:agc·· GARY FAWS 
Class 13: "Ladiu' Cla.u-''A Time To Be" SUNNY WORK11.1AN 

ll :U-12:00 p.m. Lecture: "0 Won.htp the King" JOE DARRELL GIBBS 
12:00· 1:00 p.m. Lunch 

1:1$· 2:00p.m. Lc:cturc: "Anticipating Heave-n" MAXIE BOREN 
2:15· 4:00p.m. Open Forum Modtr~tor. GARY WORKMAN 
4:00 - 6:30p.m. Dinner - Dn>wn T111il School of Prt:achlng 

Alumni Oanque1 
6:30- 7:00 p.m. Singing Dir«~or: FERMAN CARPENTER 
1.00· 7:4!5 p.m. Key·OO(e: "Obedience: 

T HE FORGOITEN COMMANDMENT'' J IM LAWS 
7:!50 · 8 :30p.m. Blbk' Scudy CWsa 

Clus 11 : "Is Ecumcniun Permeating thC" OwJrch?'' HARDEMAN NICHOLS 
Class 12: ''The Challenge of Islam: 

Why Not lk A Moslem?" GUY CASKEY 
Cltsi 13: "The Role or Women in the Church" ROY LANIER 

Tuesday, J anuary 14 
9:15- 10:00 a.m. l«lure: "Un&rst.anding Gxt's Word" PERRY HALL 

10:15- 11:00 a. m. Blbk SCudy Cta.~ 

Class 11 : "Challc:nac:s Facing lhc: Church in the: 90s'' DON DEFFENBAUGH 
Clw 12: "Chriuian Ethi('S: Abonion / 

Allo<k1ng the: Tc:nnirully Ill To O~e" ROBERT DODSON 
Clus 13: Lt(hes' Clau: " How b the: Human PO(enual 

Mo,·emnll Aff«<ing Your Family" LOTTIE BETU HOBBS 

January 12-15, 1992 
11: 15-12:00 p.m. Leclure: "Not For Sale" SHELTON G IB BS 
12:00· 2:00p.m. The T ruth I n Love Luncheon 

2: 15· 3:00p.m. L«1ure: " The JuM Shall Live By F1i1h" JOI·I N BAN ISTER 
3:15· 4:30p.m. Open Forum Modera1or: GARY WORKMAN 
4:30- 6:30p.m. Dinner 

Na.xie Boce-n 

Don Deffenbaugh 

Larry Fitzgerald 

Burt Groves 

Ed41e Parrish 

Sunny \1 orltma.n 

Leroy Bcovnlo" Walter BuchanAn 

Robert Dodson 

j oe Ducell G!bbo Shelton Glbbo 

Perry Hall 9111 namrtck T c:rry Htghtover 

johMy Ramsey H.D. Slmmona Don Slmpson 

6:30· 7:00p.m. Singin& Director: LARRY HARP 
7:00· 7:45 p.m. Kc:ynoce: 

"WHO BELIEVES IN HELL ANYMORE?" JOHNNY RAMSEY 
7:50· 8:30 p.m. Blblt SCudy CW&es 

Clu.s 11 : ''Musical Vark1y in Wocship" TONEY SMfTU 
Class 12: "The Challenge of Prcmillennialism" ED WHARTON 
C lu~ 13: " T he Chri~1l1n Family in the 90s" BILL HAMRIC K 

Wednesday, J anuury IS 
9: 15· 10:00 a.m. l...cC'turc:: " lldpin,g Young People To Cope:" 

10: 15·11 :00 a. m. Blblt Sc.ody CJ,.u,a 
Clus I I: "Saved By G~XC:" 
Clau 12: "Chn.niom ELhieJ: Homosexuality" 
Cl.w 13: Lacha' Cl.w: "The Challenge of a 

Crucified Savior" 

EDDIE PARRISH 

BURT GROVES 
DAVE MILLER 

SARA U FALLIS 
11 : 15· 12:00 p.m. L«1urc:: "When Jews Comes Again" WALTER BUC HANAN 
12:00- 2:00p.m. " Honor To Whom Jlonor b Doe" Luncheon 

Honoree: GUY N. WOODS 
2: 15· ) :00 p.m. Lec1urr: 

"Commending the: Sa'•tor To Others" U. D. SIMM ONS 
3: 15· 4:30 p.m. Open FoNm Modc~tor. GUY N. WOODS 
4:30· 6:30 p.m. Dinner 

6:30· 7.00 p.m. S1naing On-ector: DEAN MANNEN 
7:00· 7:45 p.m . Biblt Sc.udy C~ 

Cla.u tl: "The Biblica l O.Ckground 
of the: Troubled Middle East" GUY N. WOODS 

Class n: "The Challenge of Monnonism: 
The Doctrine of Conlinuous Revelation" DON SIMPSON 

Clm 13: "Should 1hc: Church RaiK Money 
Lake: a Business" LARRY FITZGERALD 

7:50- 8:30 p.m . Krynocr : "'THE CHURCH OF CHRIST" LEROY BROWNLOW 

lottie 3eth HQbbs Jim Lavs Roy Lanter Oe.vc MWer 

To ney Smith Ed \lharton Wcnd.ell Wt.nkler Guy H. Woods 

BROWN TRAIL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1801 Brown Trail , Bedford (Ft. Worth), Texas (817)282-6526 

(HOME OF THE BROWN TRAIL PREACHER TRA INING SCHOOL) 
Localed 3 Blocks Norlh 0 1 The Airporl Freeway (1 2 1A) 

December 199 1 (383) 31 
FIRM FOUNDATION 



Firm Foundation Bible Correspondence Course 
Sixteen Bible Lessons Written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges oflsrael to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each. 
Answer sheets included free upon request. 

Order from 
Box 210876 Bedford, TX 76095-7876 817-498-8512 

TRAINING TOMORROW'S 
PREACHERS TODAY 

"',. - ' • A sound, balanced approach to f~'· ..... 
Christianity and preaching that f./ • \ 
avoids the extremes of ~-~~ ~( 
legalism and liberalism. ·. A.., , 

• Practical experience , '"-'-..l · 
• Courses for wives · 
• Free tuition 
• Approved for GI benefits roT t. WALUI% 111. 

1896 19'79 

FOR tNFORMA TION ORCA T ALOG, WRITE OR CALL 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING & MISSIONS 

6608 BEAVER RIDGE ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37931 

(615) 691-7411- 691-7444 
DAVID PHARR, Director 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 

New Book on the work 
of the Holy Spirit 

"The Work of the Holy Spirit 
Vol. I" 

by Marion R. Fox 
Thoroughly researched 

420 pages 
Hardback edition 

$14 plus $1.50 shipping. 
(OK. residents include 7.4% sales tax= $1.03/book.) 10% 

discount for orders of 5 or more. 

Order from 
Five F Publishing Co. 

4004 Twisted Trail 
Oklahoma City, OK. 73150. 

No cash or COD's please. 

Bulk Rate 

U.S. Postage 

PAlO 

Dallas, TX 

Permit No. I 863 
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Infidels in the Church 
By AI Brown 

"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God" (Rom. 12:2). This is at the heart of the 
problems we have in the church today. A couple of 
other reasons which go hand in hand with this are self
ishness and pride- both of which are opposed to the 
Spirit of Christ. Even people in the body of Christ may 
be hateful to God and despisers of his word. 

Satan always works to induce the church to accept 
perverted doctrine, to corrupt the organization, worship 
and work of the church, and to live by a lower moral 
standard than the scriptural pattern. Two things stand in 
his way- the word of God itself and faithful men and 
women who are set for the defense of the gospel (Php. 
I: 17). Our adversary will even invent a "new herme
neutic" in order to undermine the faith of gullible, care
less brethren. Of course, it is not new. It is the same old 
false denominational doctrine which has been around 
for two hundred years. Now, however, it has been re
clothed in new, catchy names which appeal to worldly
minded brethren who want their felt needs addressed 
and their itching ears tickled. 

One of our nearest congregational neighbors im
ported a heretic from a "Christian" university to ship
wreck the faith of its members in the clear teaching of 
God's word about the role of women in the church. All 

four of the speeches he gave on the subject were brim
full with the "new henneneutic." 

Alan Highers was right when he wrote, "The 'new 
hermeneutic' is result-oriented, that is, men have sought 
out a 'new hermeneutic,' or a new way of interpreting 
the scriptures, because they are seeking to justify par
ticular positions which they cannot establish by apply
ing the Bible as pattern authority" (The Spiritual Sword, 
Vol. 22, No.2, January 1991, p. 3.). What God says is 
not hard to understand. That is not the problem. The 
problem is the same as with every other case of rebel
lion in history-unbelief. In reference to Israel, when 
they were told to go in and take the land of Canaan, we 
are told, "And to whom sware he that they should not 
enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? So we 
see that they could not enter in because of unbelief' 
(He b. 3: 18). 

If you listen closely to what these advocates of a 
"new hermeneutic" are saying, you will see that their 
problem is the same thing wrong with Israel-unbelief. 
They do not believe the scriptures are the very word of 
God. They do not believe God's word is authoritative 
and inerrant. There is a word for such people-Infidel. 
That is what they should be called, for they are infidels 
(unbelievers) to the religion of Christ. 

They do not believe in Christ as he is revealed in 
scripture, nor do they believe what he and his apostles 

(continued on page 1 0) 
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Editorial 

Good Elders 
By H. A_ (Buster) Dobbs 

The office of elder is critical to the local congre
gation. The New Testament appoints that qualified 
men supervise the affairs of each local church. When 
saints faithfully follow the instructions of the Bible, 
the church is secure, and it pleases heaven. 

There are many fine men who serve as elders in 
the church. Often these leaders are maligned and 

blamed. Their many sacrifices are neither understood nor appreciated. 
Still, they carry on without complaint and render a magnificent service 
to the cause of truth and righteousness. 

Elders are also bishops. When Paul arrived at Miletus, he sent for 
the Ephesian elders (Acts 20: 17), and said to them "the Holy Spirit hath 
made you bishops" (Acts 20:28). The word translated bishop means 
overseer or superintendent. 

Elders are shepherds. Peter exhorted elders (I Peter 5: l ). He told 
these elders to "tend the flock of God which is among you" and 
promised that "when the chief Shepherd shall be manifested, ye shall 
receive the crown of glory that fadeth not away" (1 Peter 5:4). These 
men were to "Tend the flock of God which is among you, exercising 
the oversight" (l Peter 5:2). 

Shepherds have authority over the sheep. Superintendents are men 
of power. The Bible teaches the church to understand and respect the 
rule of elders. We dare not emaciate godly elders. Their job is hard 
enough. They do not need to have their hands tied. 

Elders have God given power, and it is sin not to honor their author
ity. Some well-intentioned but ignorant men have said that the onJy 
control elders have is that of example. Elders are to be a good specimen, 
and the people will follow; but they have a right to expect loyalty and 
obedience (1 Pet. 5:3). Some say the only thing elders can scripturally 
do is find out what the will of the congregation is and do that! Elders, 
under this understanding, are poll-takers and pulse-feelers, and nothing 
more. If that is true, then why did Paul give such detailed instructions 
on the qualifications of an elder. If he is following the people, he does 
not need to be a ruler of his house and have his children in subjection 
with all gravity. 

It is wrong to say superintendents and shepherds do nothing more 
than follow the will of the majority. It is frustrating to give a man a 
work to do and then not give him sufficient authority to get the job 
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done. The church needs to be taught to follow steadfastly the lead of ! 
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Paul requires those in charge to rule with diligence (Rom. 12:8). The 1· ,.,. 
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"salute all them that have the rule over you" (Heb. 13:24). '-AH!~W!Jple.oflthe-Billl¢v.et:s~Qd!Jonil$ · 
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leaders but not self-willed. Under the rule of God, they are resolute, r _ 

knowledgeable, and forceful. ! ~.1111/Jy·.f/Jpomers," Won't .foil Pil!IISe 

Bishops in the church of God are to hold "to the faithful word which l .. :f""P!~ !J~~'t. · · · ..... · ··· . ·. · . . . 
is according to the teaching, that he may be able to exhort in the sound 1 .. · ~fMI,~IJl.,.; •• ,.; ......... ,.:,..~._.,u 
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and muscle. Anything less is a burlesque. Just as no sensible woman l 
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f G•ytt iW(Iods Honor:~di 

Doonnats and milksops will only get us into deep trouble. We need 1 . .~lf(ontl Elkins ··•···•·.·~···· ............ !··~·· 21 
leaders! l r 

In many loyal churches throughout our great brotherhood fine, true l · '· · · · · · .... · . . ·· · ···•·· · · 
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defiance and grandeur of power. He articulates and justifies the resent- 1 

ment damned up in the souls of the frustrated. He kindles the vision of a 1 QlD~Y~.tb, Where Is Thf Victory? ·-··••n 24. 
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Accuser of the Brethren 
By Guy N. Woods 

Satan, the Evil One, is variously identified and de
scribed in the sacred writings. Among the more familiar 
designations are, "the devil," "the prince of this 
world," "the dragon," "the old serpent," and "the 
accuser of our brethren" (Rev. 12: 1 0). 

His nature, his character, and his wicked disposition 
are all clearly described. "Y e are of your father the 
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginnjng and abode not in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar and the 
father of it," so affirmed our Lord of that evil and 
malignant spirit. 

His goal is the seduction and ultimate destruction of 
the Lord's people. To achieve this wicked end, he has 
many devices; his methods are multiform and, sadly 
and tragically, often effective and successful. With 
unwearied persistence he and the evil spirits who are 
his companions in the work of corrupting the race, en
li st, whenever possible, the assistance of men who de
spise the truth and who therefore willingly, gladly, and 
readily encourage and assist in the promotion of the 
devil's perverse and ungodly designs. 

He is identified in the Revelation as "the accuser 
(Greek, slanderer) of our brethren." Accusations, the 
design of which is to impair and, if possible, to destroy 
the influence of the primitively pure gospel and those 
who preach it, are regularly advanced by him and his 
dupes; and I have often met and easily refuted them in 
public debate over a period of a half century. "Mem
bers ofthe church of Christ believe in baptismal regen
eration, reject the Old Testament, and regard the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ as no more efficacious than that 
of any other good man," are samples of the slanders 
levelled against us in times past. Those who valiantly 
fought for a pure faith and a faultless practice in all 
matters religious will recall vividly the days these and 
simi lar darts of the devil were flung against us. Seldom 
indeed are such assaults by denominational devotees 

4 January 1992 
Firm Foundalion 

launched against us today. The attacks are now coming 
from within and by those affecting to be of us. During 
the last decade or so, a great wave of liberalism has 
swept over the church, moving many away from "the 
things most surely believed among us," and prompting 
many of those thus influenced to become antagonistic 
toward all of us who believe that we must speak where 
the Bible speaks, remain silent where the Bible is silent, 
call Bible things by Bible names, and do only that in 
religion for which we have a thus saith the Lord, an 
apostolic example, or necessary inference. Unable to 
sustain their viewpoint in open debate they frequently 
resort to libel, misrepresentation, and personal attacks. 
The late, beloved Gus Nichols and I have been freely 
described by this element in the church as "Bible thump
ers with a chapter and verse mentality!" 

Our Lord, in depicting conditions prevailing in the 
church in Thyatira, described them as "the depths of 
Satan." (Rev. 2:24). As "the accuser of the brethren," 
Satan and his cohorts do not hesitate to concoct and 
circulate false reports against the Lord's people simply 
because they insist that the Bible must be followed with
out addition, without subtraction, and without modifi
cation. Two instances out of many now current offer 
indisputable and irrefutable evidence of such depths and 
of such accusation. 

The religion editor of The Nashville Tennessean a 
few weeks ago in an article on the front page of this 
newspaper and under the heading, "Conservative 
Churches May Foster Incest, Panel Says," reported that 
the "family life minister" of one of the Nashville 
churches of Christ at an annual lectureship in this city 
said that "Rigidly conservative churches attract power
addicted preachers and encourage incest and pornogra
phy at home because they too often teach distortions 
about sex .... " And to this he added, "The more conser
vative the church, the more incest you have in fami
lies." Did the "family life minister" offer any statisti
cal evidence to sustain the conclusion he advanced? No. 



Has he or any others polled a representative number of 
"conservative" and "liberal" churches of Christ and 
collected credible evidence of that which he affinns? 
Certainly not. Is there any proof from any source of any 
nature whatsoever touching conservative churches of 
Christ reflecting the conditions he alleges? No. Why are 
such shocking and demeaning statements made? To 
weaken, if possible, conservatism in the churches of 
Christ and to promote the liberalism he would like to 
see prevail. He offers no proof of the validity of his 
allegations, but I can offer convincing and credible evi
dence that they are false! I have preached, I think, in 
more places and for more congregations than any man 
living in the churches of Christ today. For fifty years I 
have engaged in meetings-January through December
often speaking at fifty or more places each year. I have 
thus been associated with hundreds of congregations 
over this extended period. In no instance-not one-in 
all of these meetings have I heard so much as a rumor 
of any active member of the church being accused of 
incest. The "family life minister's" statements, though 
distasteful and offensive, are so ludicrous and patently 
false that most thoughtful people on reading them will 
smile, shake their heads, and dismiss the matter as un
worthy of further consideration. Far more ominous and 
dangerous to the cause of Christ, however, is a rumor 
regarding brother N.B. Hardeman that has recently sur
faced. 

Earlier this year, Mary Nell Hardeman Powers, 
brother N. B. Hardeman's daughter, the last of those 
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present on the occasion of his passing, died. Within 
days of her death, a rumor began to circulate that brother 
Hardeman, on his death bed, expressed regret that he 
had participated in "dividing the church over instru
mental music." The statement, on the face of it, is 
palpably and positively false. Neither he, not any one 
else who opposed the instrument divided the church; 
division came when promoters of its use thrust it into 
the church over the protests and pleas of those who had 
never used it. This vicious slander, wholly false in all of 
its parts, outrages all of us who loved that great and 
good man and who appreciate the superlative work he 
did throughout his long and eventful career in opposing 
all digression-including instrumental music in wor
ship-in the church. His debate with Boswell of the 
Christian Church, conducted in Nashville in 1923, re
sulted in such a devastating defeat of Boswell that the 
Christian Church in middle Tennessee has not to this 
day recovered. 

During the last decade of his life, brother Hardeman 
and I were neighbors in Memphis living but a few 
blocks apart. Between most of my meetings, I visited 
him. During this period, I was closer to him than any 
other, save the immediate members of his family. We 
often talked of his work as a professor, preacher, de
bater, and writer. With unvarying consistency he ex
pressed precisely the views he had long preached and 
defended. These contacts continued until shortly before 
his death. Surviving relatives of brother Hardeman, 
whom I have interviewed, join me in denouncing this 
outrageous falsehood and expressing the desire that it 
be thus publicly exposed. 
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(!'his is the first in a series of articles on the person and work of the Holy Spirit. To make the matter as simple 
and readable as the topic will allow, we propose to give an outline of the lesson followed by comments on the 
sketch. The outline will enable the reader to scan the information and then consider the comments for additional 
knowledge.) 

Person and Being of the Holy Spirit 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Observations on God. 
A. Three persons in one Godhead. 

1. The God essence is the substance of God. It is 
his nature or texture. 

2. Each of the three beings who possess the 
God essence is equal with the other two who 
have that essence. 

B. Some names common to all three members of the 
one Godhead. 
I. God-John6:27;John 1:1;Acts5:3-4. 
2. Holy-John 17:11;Acts4:27;Acts 1:8 
3. Spirit-John 4:23-24; Luke 24:39; 1 Cor. 

15:50; Heb. 1 :3; Acts 1:8. 
C. The Holy Spirit, like Jehovah and Jesus, is a 

person. 
1. Personal pronouns are used of a person. 

Personal pronouns are used of the Holy Spirit 
Therefore the Holy Spirit is a person. "And 
he, when he is come, will convict the world 
in respect of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment (John 16:8). 

2. Persons speak; the Holy Spirit speaks; there
fore he is a person. "Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you 
into all the truth: for he shall not speak from 
himself; but what things soever he shall hear, 
these shall he speak: and he shall declare 
unto you the things that are to come" 
(John 16:13). 

II. Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. 
A. Holy Spirit was active in creation. 

1. "And the earth was waste and void; and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep: and 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters" (Gen. 1 :2). 

2. "And God said, Let us make man in our 
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image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth"(Gen. 
1:26). 

3. "By his Spirit the heavens are garnished; 
His hand hath pierced the swift serpent" 
(Job 26:13). 

B. In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit came upon 
chosen leaders, and through these leaders the 
will of God was given to the people. The Holy 
Spirit did not come upon the masses. 
1. "And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall not strive 

with man for ever, for that he also is flesh: 
yet shall his days be a hundred and twenty 
years" (Gen. 6:3). 

2. Noah was a preacher of righteousness. 
(2 Pet. 2:5). Through the preaching ofNoah, 
the Spirit strove with man (1 Pet. 3:18-21). 

3. "And Jehovah came down in the cloud, and 
spake unto him, and took of the Spirit that 
was upon him, and put it upon the seventy 
elders: and it came to pass, that, when the 
Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, 
but they did so no more" (Num. 11 :25). 

4. "And there ran a young man, and told Moses, 
and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in 
the camp. And Joshua the son of Nun, the 
minister of Moses, one of his chosen 
men, answered and said, My lord Moses, 
forbid them. And Moses said unto him, Art 
thou jealous for my sake? Would that all 
Jehovah's people were prophets, that Jehovah 
would put his Spirit upon them" (Num. 
11:27-29). 



5. "And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him 
(Othniel)" (Judges 3: I 0). 

6. "But the Spirit of Jehovah came upon 
Gideon" (Judges 6:34). 

7. ''Then the Spirit of Jehovah came upon 
Jephthah" (Judges 29). 

8. "And the Spirit of Jehovah began to move 
him (Samson)" (Judges I3 :25). 

9. "And it came to pass the same night, that the 
word of God came to Nathan" (I Chron. 
I7:3). 

I 0. "The word of Jehovah came expressly unto 
Ezekiel" (Ezek. I :3). 

II. "The word of Jehovah that came to Joel" 
(Joeli:I). 

I2. "Now the word of Jehovah came unto 
Jonah" (Jonah I: I). 

C. Demonstrations of divine might verified the 
revealed law or message. Example: 
Exodus I9:IO-I9. 

D. The purpose was to give the people the very 
word of very God. 

Comments on the Outline 
Observations on God: The thought of the being of 

God is beyond the ability of mankind fully to under
stand. If the creature could fully grasp the nature and 
being of the Creator, then God would be limited and 
unworthy. The idea of a supreme First Cause is promi
nent in the Bible. We enter a study of God with both 
resetvation and deep respect. Joseph Albo said of God, 
"that which has no definition." Still, the Bible reveals 
God as "/ am that I am .... A consuming 
frre ... .love ... .light. ... power .... A(pha and Omega, the be
ginning and the end, the first and the last." He is Al
mighty, All-wise, Everywhere Present, the foundation 
and guarantee of morality. 

No human mind can know the deep things of God, 
but mortals can know what God has revealed to us 
about himself. ''The secret things belong unto Jehovah 
our God; but the things that are revealed belong unto us 
and to our children for ever, that we may do all the 
words of this law" (Deut. 29:29). God revealed himself 
to Jacob at Luz in the land of Canaan (Gen. 35:7). 
What God revealed to Jacob, Jacob had the mental abil
ity to understand. A study of God must be entered with 
the attitude of searching out what God has told us about 

himself. There is much about God we will never un
derstand in this life, so we must go slowly and be care
ful not to say more than we know. 

There are three persons in one God. (The word 
person when used with reference to God always means 
personality or being.) That revelation boggles the mind. 
It is matter-of-factly spoken of in the Bible, but thought 
of as a great mystery by many. At the baptism of Jesus 
we clearly see the three different beings of one God. 
Jehovah spoke from heaven; Jesus was on earth; the 
Holy Spirit was in the atmosphere of earth descending 
"as a dove." (Matt. 3: I6). 

An ancient teacher in an attempt to illustrate the 
thought of three persons possessing the same nature 
said, "Paul, James, John these three are one in man
hood." They had the same nature, the same essence, 
the same substance. In that same way Jehovah, Jesus, 
and the Holy Spirit possess the same attributes, both 
moral and natural. 

Jehovah is God according to John 6:27; Jesus is 
God according to John I :I; the Holy Spirit is God ac
cording to Acts 5:3-4. If the idea of God is that of a 
transcendent being, then we should be careful not to 
place limitations on any of them. God may impose limi
tations upon himself, and, though all powerful, cannot 
do things that are self-contradictory or that contradict 
his nature. For instance, God cannot lie. Some may 
attempt to rank the three God-persons, but this neces
sarily places a limitation on those of lesser rank and 
denies his infinite nature. It is a mistake to speak of the 
first, second, and third person of the Godhead because 
this implies that the three are not equal. 

Paul mentions that before Bethlehem Jesus was on 
an equality with Jehovah (Phil. 2:6). If the Holy Spirit 
is God, he is on an equality with the other two beings 
who are also God. The three who alone possess the God 
nature are equal in power, knowledge, and ability. They 
are each limitlessly holy, just, wise, and good. To think 
of any one as less than the other two would make him 
a second-class God, which is a contradiction in terms. 

Three equal beings can decide among themselves to 
assign different positions to each other. Three men may 
start a corporation. The corporation, under the law, is a 
group of people who charter the powers, rights, privi
leges, and liabilities of an individual, distinct from the 
individuals making up the group. The three men make 
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up the one corporation. The three, equal in their human 
nature, are one corporation. They decide among them
selves that one is to be president, another secretary, and 
the third controller of the company. The president is the 
chief operating officer, but that does not deny the equal
ity of the three; for the other two to honor the president 
of the enterprise does not demote them in value and 
power. The woman may honor the man as her head 
That does not mean she is inferior to the man (1 Cor 
11 :3). The woman and the man are equal in their hu
man nature, but by appointment of God, the man is the 
head of the woman. 

In this way Jehovah-God is the head of Christ-God, 
yet they are equal (1 Cor. 11 :3). God, the Holy Spirit, is 
equal to the other beings that comprise God. The word 
God signifies the most basic, significant, and indis
pensable element, attribute, quality, or aspect of Jeho
vah, Jesus, and the Comforter. 

Each of the three persons who alone possess the 
God nature is Holy and is Spirit. We could speak of 
Jehovah, God, the Holy Spirit; Jesus, God, the Holy 
Spirit; Comforter, God , the Holy Spirit. Each is a Holy 
Spirit. Still, there is a particular, identifiable God-per
son, distinguishable from the other two God-persons, 
who is usually thought of as the Holy Spirit. 

We must guard against the mistake of thinking of 
God the Comforter-the Holy Spirit-as being some
thing other than a person. In Hebrews 11 :3, the Bible 
says that Jesus is the "express image of his (Jehovah's) 
person." Jehovah is a person. Jesus is a person. The 
Holy Spirit is a person. 

Holy Spirit in the Old Testament: The word God is 
often a plural word. The word is singular when used of 
a single God-person and plural when used of more 
than one God-pefSon. "God said, Let us make man in 
our image .... " Notice the plural pronouns used in con
nection with the word God. The Holy Spirit was an 
active agent in creation. His creative might affirms his 
unlimited power and authority. 

Jehovah, Jesus, and the Comforter are theonlypersons 
whohavetheGod-nature. Theyareabsolutelyunited and 
perfectly equal. They are one in energy, knowledge, 
thought, word, purpose, grace, and design; but they are 
not one person. They move as one but are separate 
beings. Jesus prayed for his disciples ''that they may all be 
one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
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they also may be in us" (John 17:21 ). "Hear, 0 Israel: the 
Lord our God is one Lord" (Deut. 6:4). 

The Holy Spirit, like Jesus, is dimly seen in the Old 
Testament scriptures but is distinctly present. Just as 
we understand any Bible subject in the light of all the 
Bible has to say on that subject, so what we know about 
the Holy Spirit is understood in the light of total Bible 
teaching. What the New Testament says about the Com
forter enlightens us about what the Old Testament re
veals concerning him. Again, the Old Testament lays a 
foundation for a better understanding of the New Testa
ment. 

The Holy Spirit sometimes acts directly and some
times acts indirectly. In miracles of healing or miracles 
of destruction, the Holy Spirit often acts directly. When 
God acts directly, he cannot be resisted. The stormy sea 
had no choice but to hush when Jesus commanded, 
"Peace, be still!" Lazarus lacked the power to refuse 
to come out of the tomb when Jesus called him. Ananias 
and Sapphira could not have repelled the direct opera
tion of the power of God in their lives, even if they had 
wanted to refuse. When the Holy Spirit acts directly, 
man is helpless. To say that when God acts directly, his 
power can be rejected, is to deny God because it denies 
his power. 

The Holy Spirit sometimes acts indirectly. When 
God uses an agency to accomplish his purpose, he may 
be resisted and refused or he may be submissively fol
lowed and honored. Anytime man has power to accept 
or reject, God is acting indirectly. When God acts di
rectly, man lacks the option of obeying or disobeying. 
To understand the direct and indirect operations of God 
is crucial to a proper appreciation of the person and 
work of the Comforter. 

In pronouncing the sentence of death upon a world 
gone mad in wickedness, God said, "My Spirit shall 
not strive with man for ever, for that he also is flesh: 
yet shall his days be a hundred and twenty years" (Gen. 
6:3). God said, "My Spirit shall not contend in judg
ment," that is, strive with man by moral force for
ever. The struggle between good and evil, between right 
and wrong, between sin and righteousness is not to go 
on endlessly. The stem voice of God declared, that at 
the end of 120 years, all flesh in which there was the 
breath of life would perish, except for Noah, his imme
diate family, and the animals in the ark. 



Mankind before the great, universal flood was be
coming progressively evil. God pleaded with man. His 
Spirit was striving with man by moral force. This striv
ing between right and wrong had to be indirect. God 
pleaded with man through the indireGt agency of words. 
Man had the power to succumb to God or to laugh in 
his face. If the action of God had been direct, man 
would have lacked such power. 

The flood was a direct action of God, and man 
lacked power to resist it. The striving with man before 
the flood was an indirect action of God, and man could 
make his choice. 

Before the flood, God pleaded with man through 
the preaching of other men. "And to these also Enoch, 
the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, Behold, 
the Lord came with ten thousands of his holy ones, to 
execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the un
godly of all their works of ungodliness which they have 
ungodly wrought, and of all the hard things which un
godly sinners have spoken against him" (Jude I : 14-
15). The ungodly sinners rejected the strong preaching 
of Enoch and continued in their "works of ungodliness 
which they ungodly wrought." They persisted in speak
ing hard things against God. God's Spirit was striving 
with man. Man repelled the striving of the Spirit. 

Noah was a preacher of righteousness (2 Peter 2:5). 
God appealed to a sinful world to repent through the words 
spoken by Noah. Though ignored, Noah continued preach
ing, and the world went on sinning. We know that both 
Enoch and Noah rebuked, pleaded, condemned, and 
entreated the sinful people of earth. God's Spirit was 
striving with man. When it was clear the world would not 
change, God determined to stop this useless entreaty and 
wash the wicked world away in a great flood. 

"Because Christ also suffered for sins once, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God; being put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 
the Spirit; in which also he went and preached unto the 
spirits in prison, that aforetime were disobedient, when 
the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, 
eight souls, were saved through water: which also after 
a true likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not 
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the inter
rogation of a good conscience toward God, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 3: 18-21). 

Please notice: ( 1) Jesus was put to death in the 
flesh and made alive in the Spirit. (2) In the Spirit Jesus 
preached to the spirits in the prison of condemnation. 
This preaching of Jesus was not in a flesh-body. 
(3) This preaching was during the days of Noah and 
before the flood-Peter says "when the longsuffering of 
God waited in the days ofNoah." That tells us when 
the preaching took place-"while the ark was a prepar
ing." (4) Out of the multiplied millions upon the earth, 
God saved only a few by the water of the flood, and by 
amazing grace, and by the power of his word. (5) In the 
same way the water of baptism saves. Baptism is not a 
bath to wash dirt from the physical man, but the an
swering of a good conscience toward God-doing it 
because God says do it. The implication of the passage 
is "many are called, but few chosen." In the days of 
Noah, the Spirit of God strove with human spirits. Jesus 
was in some way "in the Spirit preaching to spirits in 
prison." Noah was a preacher of righteousness. God 
did not force the matter and therefore did not act di
rectly but acted indirectly on the hearts of the people. 
Therefore, the stTiving of God's Spirit (the preaching of 
Jesus in the Spirit), must have been through the preach
ing of men like Enoch and Noah. 

In the outline are many Old Testament instances of 
the Spirit of God coming upon certain selected men to 
give them a word from God for the people. The Spirit 
did not come upon the masses but upon a few chosen 
leaders. Moses' statement, "would that all Jehovah's 
people were prophets, that Jehovah would put his Spirit 
upon them" (Num. 11 :29), shows the multitudes did 
not receive the Spirit. The Spirit was given to a few 
leaders, and through them God instructed and guided 
the people. 
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Infidels in the Church 
(continued from page I) 

taught. The only correct word for such people is infi
del. Paul identified them over nineteen centuries ago 
when he wrote, "But the end of the charge is love out 
of a pure heart and a good conscience and faith un
feigned: from which things some having swerved have 
turned aside unto vain talking; desiring to be teachers of 
the law, though they understand neither what they say, 
nor whereof they confidently affirm" (1 Tim. 1 :5-7). 

If they were honest, they would admit their infidel
ity and leave the church. They are misfits. They are 
unhappy with the church. They heap praise on the de
nominations and condemnation and scorn on the faith
ful. Nothing faithful brethren believe or do pleases 
them. Surely, they would be much more comfortable in 
some sectarian body where the clergy has the same 
attitudes and beliefs. 

The truth is, they need the Lord and his church
desperately; but neither the Lord nor his church needs 
them-in their present state of infidelity. The words of 
Paul come to mind; the Lord's servant must, in meek
ness, correct "them that oppose themselves; i f 
peradventure God may give them repentance unto the 
knowledge of the truth, and they may recover them
selves out of the snare of the devil, having been taken 
captive by him unto his will" (2 Tim. 2:24-26). Let us 
pray and work to restore them to their first love, from 
which they have fallen, yet, refuse to allow them to 
ravage the church of Christ unchallenged (Jude 3). 
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Threats to the Church 
An Encouraging Word 

By G. K. Wallace 

When I was a young preacher brethren were saying, 
"What will happen to the church when brother A and 
Bare gone?" Today some are saying, "in a few years 
we will have no one to fight our battles as the giants in 
the land will all be dead." Let us hope and pray, that 
there are, and I believe there will be, many young men 
who will rise up and lead the way. However, these 
young men must realize that the way is not easy-it 
never has been. The road down which they travel is not 
a controlled access highway. There will be many stop 
signs on the road and detours offered. Young men must 
stay on the Lord's highway and be willing to suffer 
persecution. The right way is a "strait"-difficult way 
(Matt. 7: 14). The fight will be hard but God will be the 
helper of his true soldiers. 

When Moses, who had led God's people for forty 
years, reached Canaan, God called him to Nebo's heights 
and kissed away his soul and buried him in an unknown 
grave. Israel was discouraged, weary, and afraid. They 
felt that without their leader, Moses, they could not go 
forward. God said to Joshua, "Moses, my servant, is 
dead; now therefore arise and go over this Jordan" 
(Jos. 1 :2). There is no doubt that Joshua, a relatively 
young man, was fearful of the task that was his. Under 
these conditions God said to Joshua, "As I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee" (Jos. 1 :5). Then, four times in the next 
few sentences in the book of Joshua, chapter one, God 
said to Joshua, "be of good courage" (Jos. 1:6,7,9,18). 
Too, God said to Joshua, "be not dismayed, for Jeho
vah thy God is with thee withersoever thou goest" (Jos. 
1:9). 

To encourage young men may we offer these sug
gestions: 

I. Do not be intimidated by so-called scholarship. 
The so-called scholars of today want to make you feel 
handicapped. Their worldly wisdom, they think, gives 
them an advantage, over you. If you fight for right, you, 

like the Jews who were rebuilding the walls of Jerusa
lem, will be ridiculed. Their enemies said, "What are 
these feeble Jews doing?" (Neh. 4:2). Nehemiah says, 
''they laughed us to scorn and despised us" (Neh. 2:18). 
In your fight for the right you will be called "moss 
backs," "water ducks," "narrow-minded bigots," "tra
ditionalists," ''uneducated fools," and many other things 
to make you feel inferior. What has "so-called scholar
ship" brought us? Just count the young men who have 
been lost to the cause of Christ because they have been 
led away from the simple gospel of Christ. Many are 
being lost to the "foolishness of men." The power to 
save is not in the man, nor in the wisdom of man, but in 
the gospel. The message of Christ is suitable both to 
the slave and the king. The gospel is adapted to the 
educated and the uneducated. Just preach the word. 

2. Do not be intimidated by the cry of legalism. If 
one goes to the Bible for proof of doctrine, he is called 
a "legalist." Yet all denominations go to the Bible for 
some points of doctrine. If one goes to the Bible for one 
point of doctrine, he is as much a legalist as a man who 
accepts every point of law. Billy Graham is a legalist, 
and so he admits. Someone asked Mr. Graham, "Aren't 
evangelists trying to exclude everyone who doesn't ac
cept their theory of salvation by faith? Isn't it a trick of 
many religions to condemn anyone who doesn't accept 
their concept of God?" Mr. Graham replied, " ..... but 
remember, Bible-believing people did not invent this 
'trick' as you call it, that men are lost who do not 
believe in Christ. .... .I have no theory of my own. I have 
staked my life that the Bible is true." ("My Answer," 
Billy Graham, Tampa Tribune, Tampa, Florida.) Mr. 
Graham appeals to the Bible, the law, for his doctrine 
of faith. If Mr. Graham can appeal to the law for his 
teaching on faith, that makes his system of faith "legal
ism." If not, why not? Mark says, "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved" (Mk. 16:15,16). Why 
can Mr. Graham not be a legalist if he accepts a part of 
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what Christ says, and a gospel preacher is a legalist if 
he accepts all of what Christ says? The legs of the lame 
are not equal. 

The great Presbyterian Church feels the force of the 
legalism charge, and in their recent convention in Lou
isville, Kentucky, they adopted for "study," a revision 
of their creed which allows "a qualified view of Uni
versalism-the idea that God will save all 
hwnanity .. .... The assembly turned down an amendment 
proposed by Lewis Church of Cayce, S. C., that would 
specify that 'all men are lost apart from faith in Christ 
Jesus,"' (Tampa Tribune, Tampa, Florida, June 21, 
1974, p. 12,13.) Don't be afraid to take all the Bible 
regardless of what men say. 

3. Do not be intimidated by the call to the "plains 
ofOno." Do not surrender by compromise. In the work 
of Nehemiah, we observe that he did not start out to 
build a new wall but to restore an old wall (Neh. I :2,3). 
When it was apparent that he would succeed, his en
emies desired to compromise (Neh. 6: 1-4). There was a 
call to Nehemiah to come to the plains of "Ono" for a 
unity meeting. Today, our enemies view the restoration 
movement a success, so they ask us to come to "Ono" 
for "unity meetings." We, like God's people who were 
rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem, should be too busy to 
go to the conference. We are interested in unity, but we 
cannot sacrifice truth for consolidation by mutual con
cession and compromise. We should have no time for a 
patchwork religion. Unity in "diversity" is not the unity 
for which Jesus prayed. 
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4. Do not be intimidated by those who mock at the 
"pattern of sound words" (2 Tim. 2:13). We are duty
bound to hold the gospel both in words and in fact. 
Truth must be exalted above policy and duty above 
inclination. The preaching of the gospel has been en
trusted to uninspired men. Direct "revelation" or "di
vine illumination" is not how God leads man today. 
The task of preaching the gospel is not committed espe
cially to cultured and eloquent men but to faithful men 
(2 Tim. 2:2). Much of our trouble is caused by depar
ture from sound words. The talk about "modes of bap
tism," "the clergy," "inner consciousness," and/or a 
"divine illumination" leads to rationalism. When the 
word of God is filtered through human intellect, no 
matter how scholarly, the result is systematic theology. 
Let us not be dismayed but preach the word in season 
and out of season (2 Tim. 4: l-6). Let us fight the good 
fight- the good fight of faith. 

G.K. Wallace, deceased, but not forgotten. 
(Editor's note: We appreciate Freed-Hardeman Uni

versity for giving us permission to reprint this article 
from the 1975 lectureship book Elsewhere in this issue 
is a page by Paul Sa in. We propose to print each month 
some information from and about an outstanding, young, 
gospel preacher. We have many younger men who "con
tend earnestly for the faith which was once for all deliv
ered unto the saints. " The brotherhood needs to know 
more about these faithful slaves of righteousness and 
ought to be using them to the fullest- Dobbs) 
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An Example of the Believers 
Encouraging Thoughts from Workers in the Kingdom 

By Paul Sain 

A powerful, relevant, needed lesson was presented 
by this dear brother at the Firm Foundation Lecture
ship (Oct. 8, 1991 ). The following excerpts will chal
lenge each one on the subject: 

"What the Bible Says About the Need for 
Strong Preachers in the Unshakeable Kingdom." 

One of the best ways to deal with this subject is to 

not be straightforward and honest about the truth be
cause that might offend. What happens when we don't 
tell people the truth is-we help them go to hell. 

We must be a caring people. Sometime when we 
are fighting the wars (and there are wars to fight) it is 
easy to develop such a tough hide-to construct walls of 
self-protection and preservation-that we lose our sensi

tivity to people. Jesus 
fought the wars, but he 

Ed Jones was born in Atlanta, Geor- did not let the battle 

look at Bible examples 
of strong preachers. 
An example helps us 
to focus. By imitating gia. He and his wife, Sara, are the parents of make him insensitive 

three children. Brother Jones holds degrees 
the example, we repro- from Faulkner University and Alabama Chris- to the people. When 
duce the model. tian School of Religion and has done addi- we train men to be 

The standard I tional work at Auburn. Since 1968, he has strong preachers of the 
have in mind is Jesus preached in Alabama, North Carolina, Ohio, word, we must teach 
Christ. When we train New Zealand, and Tennessee. Currently he is them to look religious 

an instructor and the Academic Dean for the 
people to be like Jesus, East Tennessee School of Preaching and Mis- error in the eye and 
they will be strong sions. call it by name but 

preachers. c===============================================::!J never lose their love 
Building up men who will preach the gospel as for people. Brethren, let us do all we can to see that 

Jesus did is building them up in the mind of Christ, so men will say, "I want to give my life to preaching the 
they will think like Jesus and react like Christ; their word. I want to be a preacher like Jesus." Let's restore 
inner strengths will be centered in the Lord. nobility to preaching. Jesus was a preacher. You do not 

Christ is not a respecter of persons. That is strength! get any more noble than that! 
When we have to think, "Will I do the right thing, or (Note: At the request of brother Dobbs, I shall 
will I compromise?" When we let consequences deter endeavor to compile lesson's from many of our young, 
us, we are weak! well-qualified preachers in the brotherhood today. There 

To build strong preachers, we must build character are those who are knowledgeable in the word, able 
as well as knowledge of the word. Jesus was not great defenders of the faith, diligent servants of the Lord-yet 
simply because he knew God's word. He was great are known by only a small portion of the church. 
because knowing it, he did it! We shall present an overview of good works that 

The Lord wants us to "be somebody," and that are presently being undertaken by individuals or 
"somebody" he wants us to be is like his Son Jesus. In churches. There are good works that deserve attention, 
training people to preach the gospel, we must train them and learning of them will encourage and provoke us 
to be like Jesus-to "be somebody." (Heb. 10:24).-Sain.) 

In John 4, Jesus was very frank in a conversation 
with a sinful, Samaritan woman. He did not compro
mise the truth. We are told by some today that we can 
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"Baby Boomers;' 
Won't You Please Come Back? 

By Lindell Mitchell 

On July 22, 1991, the Nashville Tennessean carried 
an article by Rubel Shelly in which he asserts that the 
church must change to get the "baby boomers" back. 
In his eloquent and pontifical style, he tells us why they 
left and what must be done: 

"The 'baby boomers' dropped out of organized re
ligion in their twenties Why? They saw too much rac
ism in the church. They saw the church aligned with the 
wealthy and powerful instead of the poor and power
less. They heard tedious preachers delivering thread-
bare speeches on insignificant themes ........ now in their 
thirties and forties these same people-a bit jaded by 
harsh reality but still retaining vestiges of their ideal
ism-are looking for a church that has changed ..... These 
"baby boomers" are coming back to examine churches 
they left a generation ago. If they perceive that those 
churches haven't taken seriously the message of repen
tance (i.e., change) in their absence, they will reject 
them again. They will reject sin, hypocrisy, and affecta
tion. They will reject dullness, irrelevance, and mo
notony." 

Shelly offered no proof of the assertions and obvi
ously based his comments on his own experiences and 
a skewed view of reality. As one who has the dubious 
distinction of being a member of the much pampered 
"baby boom" generation, I offer a different view and 
propose a much different prescription than Dr. Shelly. 

The contention that ''baby boomers" left the church 
because they could not abide its racism is absurd. "Give 
us a break, Rubel!" If the charge were true, it would be 
no grounds to leave the church. The church would not 
exist if men like Paul had not stayed and resisted Jewish 
racism directed at Gentiles. If "baby boomers" aban
doned the Lord and his church because of racism, it 
was an act of cowardice and hardly qualifies them to 
return and dictate policy. 

"Baby boomers" left the church to pursue their 
hedonistic life-styles. Their overindulgent parents ere-
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ated a generation of spoiled, self-centered, pennissive, 
arrogant brats. These pampered children left the church 
for drugs, illicit sex, and materialism. "Baby boomers" 
are the "free love" generation. When their sexual pro
miscuity resulted in unwanted pregnancies, they de
manded and got the "right" to have their inconvenient 
children killed by abortion. They have divorced their 
mates in unprecedented numbers, opting to "shack-up" 
instead. Multitudes of them embraced a homosexual 
life-style with abandon. The AIDS epidemic, which will 
kill millions, is the bitter harvest of their perversity. But 
woe to anyone who questions the conduct of the homo
sexual element of the ''baby boom" generation. 

More than any generation in modem times "baby 
boomers" have introduced the illicit use of drugs. From 
the LSD, alcohol, and marijuana of the sixties they 
have gone on to include ice, crack, speed, and black-tar 
heroin in their list of recreational drugs. The demand 
for these drugs is so intense that outlaw armies shoot it 
out in the streets over their share of the market. 

This lustful generation has given us pornography 
which is called "entertainment." Perverts addicted to 
this demented filth prey on our women and children. 
"Baby boomer" lawyers get them off on mere techni
calities in court. If not, ''baby boomer" judges hand 
down reduced sentences. 

"Baby boomers" brought their selfish excesses to 
the business world. As captains of industry they de
graded the premier industrial complex of the entire world 
They gave us institutionalized mediocrity in manage
ment, and shoddy workmanship replaced the most ex
quisite workmanship on earth. None can deny their role 
in the S&L scandal. They were at the helm on Wall 
Street during the Black October crash. They have dem
onstrated a willingness to do whatever is necessary to 
get a big house in the suburbs. No crime is too heinous 
if it will enable them to drive a BMW. 

As ''baby boomers" have become the leading edu-



cators of our nation, the academic performance of stu
dents has plummeted The permissive parents and teach
ers from this much vaunted generation have produced 
educationally handicapped students who can't read. 
Many of the children of ''baby boomers" had mothers 
who damaged them through the use of drugs while 
pregnant. The price paid for their excess is that large 
numbers of today' s children suffer from behavior disor
ders or have learning difficulties. As they have been 
abandoned to day-care centers, the youngsters have be
come increasingly disaffected and bitter. The evidence 
of this is seen in the alarming escalation of crime and 
violence among the young. 

If ''baby boomers" left the church because they 
were so concerned about racism, why did they move 
out to the suburbs to build their homes? Why do their 
children attend private schools instead of inner-city 
schools? Why do those who would lecture the church 
on racism, all seem to preach to predominately white 
congregations in the affluent suburbs? Why are there so 
few minorities in the churches where they preach? Why 
are the few minorities present, the sanitized variety? 
Why aren't there more of the stinky, poor kind? When 
the KKK was threatening to kill some of us for meeting 
in the same building with our black brethren in Missis
sippi, I do not recall running across any of the leaders 
of the Nashville Jubilee. 

Shelly says that ''baby boomers" left the church 
because they saw it identified with the rich and power
ful instead of the poor and powerless. They must have 
been looking at the Baptists! What a silly statement. I 
wonder if my brother ever thinks about what he says 
these days. When Mac Lynn counted the churches of 
Christ in the United States, he didn't find them identi
fied with the rich and powerful. The average congrega
tion of the Lord's people numbers something less than 
one hundred. With the exception of brother Shelly and 
a few others, there aren't many rich preachers. He him
self has said that our brotherhood is not even known to 
exist by most people in the world. That does not sound 
like people who frequent the halls of power. 

I come back to one simple question, "If 'baby 
boomers' are so concerned about the poor, what are 
they doing out in the suburbs?" Why are millions of 
dollars spent constructing entertainment complexes and 
entertainment extravaganzas? If these folks want to iden-

tify with the poor, why not sell some of their expensive 
toys and use the funds to help the poor? If they can't 
find any in the suburbs, they can fmd them in the inner
cities. I would be glad to introduce them to brethren in 
rural Mexico who desperately need assistance. I can put 
them in touch with impoverished people in the Piney 
Woods of East Texas. 

I am delighted to have the "baby boom" genera
tion, my generation, give the Lord and his church an
other look. There is much to be done in a world of 
senseless violence, rampant immorality, and calloused 
injustice. It is incumbent upon the generation respon
sible for so many of the problems facing society to help 
provide solutions. However, those who have been so 
long in the far country of sin are in no place to critique 
the life and work of God's church. Those who have 
squandered their youth and most of their resources in 
riotous living are not qualified to demand repentance 
from anyone. If these haughty, rebellious children had 
listened to those preachers they impudently called te
dious, their lives would not be so vain and empty now. 
If they had heeded those sermons which they arrogantly 
rejected as threadbare speeches on insignificant themes, 
their families would not be in shambles. They have 
shown the world that they do not have the answers, but 
they want to prance back into the Lord's church and 
take charge. If that is allowed, "baby boomers" can be 
counted on to make as big a mess of the Lord's church 
as they have of society. 

"Baby boomers" are the prodigal sons who need to 
repent. They must relinquish their insolent attitude and 
humble themselves before the Lord. They must come to 
Christ on his terms. They must faithfully work and 
worship according to his will. They must become ser
vants instead of dictatorial spectators. 

Elders dealing with "baby boomers" must recog
nize that they have a group of spoiled children on their 
hands. When dealing with such children, one does not 
help them by catering to their whims. That approach 
produces obnoxious little tyrants. Firm, consistent, and 
loving discipline is required. It works with self-willed 
three-year-olds, and it will work with self-willed forty
year-olds when properly applied. 

Deo Vindice P. 0. Box 316 
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(Editor's note: This is the second in a series of two articles reporting on the forum on instrumental music held 
at Freed-Hardeman University on October 12, 1991. There were four speakers. Larry James and Bill Swetman 
favoreflthe use of instrumental music in worship; David Lipe and Cecil May opposed such use. Our thanks to Paul 
Kidwell for giving us this interesting and objective report of what happened at Freed.) 

Instrumental Music, 
a Matter of Faith or Opinion? (2) 

By Paul Kidwell, Sr. 

The morning session ended with questions from the 
audience. The afternoon session gave the speakers op
portunity for additional response to the questions. 

Bill Swetman, preacher for "Fellowship in Christ" 
church, was the first afternoon speaker. (Swetman for
merly preached for the Pitman Creek Church of Christ 
in Plano, Texas.) Swetman and James consider them
selves to have a new ''paradigm." Synonyms for this 
buzz-word are: example, ideal, model, pattern, proto
type, standard. Yet, in order to accommodate the anti
pattern-in-religion philosophy of Swetman and James, 
their paradigm would have to mean a non-model model, 
a guide not followed, and an example that does not 
illustrate. 

On the matter of lexicons, Swetman said he used 
them to establish the meaning of psallo in the Old 
Testament. He asked, "How would psallo be under
stood by Christians in the first century?" All the lexi
cons from which he read say, "In the New Testament 
psallo means to sing." Swetman did not read this! Lipe 
made a strong objection, voicing his disappointment in 
Swetman' s deceitful use of the dictionaries. Lipe said 
he was not impressed with such transparent manipula
tion. 

Swetman said of Nadab and Abihu, "Why do we 
not read the latter part of Leviticus, chapter ten? Moses 
rebuked Aaron and his remaining sons when they failed 
to eat the flesh of the sin offering, but they were not 
killed. Does this example not show that the silence of 
scripture allows people to respond to God out of a heart 
of devotion on occasion?" A fire from Jehovah de
voured Nadab and Abihu, and they died before Jeho
vah. Swetman and James should explain why God killed 
Nadab and Abihu and yet did nothing to Aaron and two 
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other sons for failure to eat a goat whose blood was not 
brought into the sanctuary. Did God do wrong when he 
killed Nadab and Abihu? Did God do wrong when he 
allowed Aaron's other sons-Ithamar and Eleazar-to 
live? Cecil May pointed out that grief in a family might 
well cause interruption in the worship schedule. 

(Editor's note: The law of Moses made a distinc
tion between unwitting and deliberate sin. This could 
account for the different treatment of the two sets of 
sons. Also, because God consumed Nadad and Abihu 
with fire for their violation of his law does not require 
God to burn every offender to death. The earth opened 
her mouth and swallowed Korah and his kin, but the 
earth did not swallow all rebels. Still, the lesson learned 
from Korah 's downfall and death is not erased because 
others did not suffer the same fate. This is also true of 
Nadab and Abihu and of Ithamar and Eleazar.) 

David's eating the "hallowed" bread was cited (I 
Sam. 21: I tl). Swetman argued David did no wrong in 
this matter. Jesus said David did that ''which was not 
lawful" (Matt. I2:4). Lipe pointed out, David did wrong, 
and the Pharisees upheld him; Jesus did no wrong, yet 
the Pharisees accused him. 

Swetman then contradicted himself by saying both 
David and Jesus did wrong. Swetman condemned Jesus! 
Such arguments advance the idea that God's laws are 
not important. Man need not fear consequences when 
he breaks God's law. Such "paradigm paralysis," as 
Lipe called it, must be rejected. 

Swetman abused the "Jerusalem conference" of 
Acts 15. He said the church came to a decision on four 
regulations. A study of the passage shows that Paul and 
the brethren with him knew they were right before mak
ing the trip to Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit revealed the 



matter. Those who believe the meeting in Jerusalem 
was to "decide" a question have missed it. The direc
tive given to the Gentiles was not a church decision but 
rather was a confirmation of revelation. Paul says of the 
Jerusalem meeting, "they who seemed' to be somewhat 
in conference added nothing to me" (Gal. 2:6). He also 
says of the gospel he preached that it "is not after man. 
For neither did I receive it from man, nor was I taught 
it, but it came to me through revelation of Jesus Christ" 
(Gal. 1:11-12). 

Swetman said this directive did not mention "wor
ship, frequency of the Lord's supper, church music, use 
of church finances ..... sabbath observance, synagogue par
ticipation, and feast days." Swetman believes every one 
of these is of no importance. He said, "Even if Paul 
and Barnabas gave instruction on these issues, they are 
not salvation issues." If sabbath keeping is not a salva
tion issue, the Seventh Day Adventists may be accepted 
into fellowship. If worship is not a salvation issue, we 
may have bands, dancing, women preachers, holy wa
ter, candles, incense, and prayer beads to count. Swetman 
said, ''This is not simply a discussion of instrumental 
music in worship. This is a challenge to authority for 
every aspect of the work and worship of the church of 
God!" 

David Lipe repeatedly asked for authority for in
strumental music either by specific command, approved 
example, or necessary implication. Swetman and James 
handled this by ignoring it! They will not try to find 
authority for instrumental music in worship. They don't 
believe authority is needed! 

Larry James claims to have "rediscovered grace." 
In his closing speech he said, "Winds of amazing change 
blow through our churches these days ..... for some the 
fresh air signifies revival, hope, and newness oflife. For 
others, change creates an atmosphere filled with appre
hension, defensiveness, and fear." He also said, "We 
ask questions, explore subjects, and experiment with 
methods few of us could have imagined a decade ago." 

Yes, few of us thought we would live to see gospel 
preachers adopt worn out arguments in support of in
strumental music. The argument on psallo has been 
embraced and abandoned in dizzying circles during the 
past ninety years by the Christian church people. James 
has rediscovered this often defeated relic of the digres
sives and thinks he has rediscovered grace. The-Bible-

doesn't-say-not-to is another flimsy and useless argu
ment that proves nothing. The Bible doesn't say not to 
put turnip greens on the Lord's table, neither does it say 
not to sprinkle babies as a substitute for baptism. 

James talked of what he called the blindness of the 
church and compared it with the inventor of the quartz 
movement. The quartz movement was sold to Texas 
Instruments and Seiko because the inventor was short
sighted, according to James. He thinks the church is full 
of short-sighted people because they cannot see how 
great are the discoveries of the new hermeneutic. 

James and Swetman said the holy kiss and the veil 
were unanswerable arguments proving it is acceptable 
to worship God with mechanical instruments of music. 
Lipe and May answered that the holy kiss and veil were 
customs of the first century and not binding in this day 
because we have different customs. Swetman concluded 
by asserting that the church of Christ has a problem 
"deciding who is in the kingdom, and who is not. Let 
God decide who is in, or who is out, then the commu
nity and people will respond better to us." He added, 
"I accept anyone who accepts Jesus Christ and responds 
to him." 

No pair of denominational preachers could have 
advanced the arguments of the "old" past and blended 
them more skillfully with the jargon of the "new" 
hermeneutic than did Swetman and James. They don't 
believe there is a pattern. They reject authority and 
exact obedience. Listen to the tapes and weep for the 
Israel of God. East Ridge Church of Christ 
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Potpourri. ••••••••••• 
The Ear 

"I should like to continue my expression of joy in 
the good work done by the Firm Foundation. We need 
a strong paper now more than ever before" (SG, ARK). 

"I have been enjoying the Firm Foundation for 
many years ..... During February and March my wife and 
I made a trip from Iowa to Florida. Bobby Liddell with 
the Bellview church in Pensacola was the only preacher 
we heard who delivered a sermon that could not be 
heard in any denominational church" (LG, WY). 

"Please send the good paper, the Firm Foundation, 
for one year. Enclosed is a check" (EFM, TN). 

"I highly appreciate the powerful messages you 
present. Your article on 'Rapha' is very good" (HA, TN). 

"Enclosed is a check to pay for a subscription. for 
the 5 people listed" (CWD, TX). 

"I believe a renewal of my subscription is over 
due. Keep the Firm Foundation coming" (WCR, IN). 

"Here is my check. Please send a subscription to 
my friend ..... " (VB, CA). 

"Peace and grace of God our Father be with you .... .I 
am writing to beg for your kindness in sending me your 
publication ..... ! am hoping my appeal will be 
granted ..... " (BEO, Nigeria). 

"Enclosed is a check to pay for a subscription for 
one of our elders ..... " RET, AZ). 

"We would like to have 5 subscriptions all sent to 
the same address ..... " (HCC, OK). 

The Mouth 
We are commemorating 150 years of continuous 

service ..... A new book, Filling the Ancient Measure, 
details the history of the church on North Main Street 
in Cloverdale, lndiana ..... may be purchased for $17 per 
copy by writing to Don Swearingen, Route 3, Box 3F, 
Cloverdale, IN 46120. 

----------------
After 24 years of mission work in Pennsylvania, 

Bill and Imogene Darnell have moved to Kingsland, 
Texas, where they will work with the correspondence 
course program ..... The Highland Lakes congregation in 
Kingsland has over 16,000 students in West Africa. 
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Willie Cato, President of African Christian Schools 
Foundation, died of a heart attack on September 22, 
1991. Cato and his wife traveled extensively holding 
workshops and gospel meetings in Fiji, New Zealand, 
Nigeria, the Samoan Islands, Singapore, and the United 
States. His funeral was in Nashville, September 25, at 
the Granny White church building. 

George McKinney is wondering why the elders of 
the Richland Hills church in Fort Worth refuse to meet 
with bondholders and explain why the church has de
faulted on payments due and what they propose to do 
about this unpaid debt. 

"We are continually faced by great opportunities 
brilliantly disguised as insoluble problems." 

Distinguished Kentuckian: Adron Doran ..... the man 
with the trademark bow tie ..... president of Moreliead 
State University for more than two decades ..... was hon
ored by the Kentucky Network for his significant con
tributions to the state of Kentucky. Nationally known as 
an expert in education, Doran is the recipient of the 
Horatio Alger Award, which commemorated his rise 
"as a son of a tenant farmer to the presidency of a 
national university." He was a four-term legislator, 
served as Speaker of the House of Representatives in 
1950 and was considered a likely gubernatorial candi
date. More importantly, Adron Doran is a brilliant gos
pel preacher whose love of the church and the cross and 
the pure gospel has never waned. 

The Wall Street Journal has recently observed that 
hard-line feminists are guilty of misrepresentation. ''Dur
ing the hearings (on confmnation of Clarence Thomas 
to the Supreme Court), feminist Barbara Ehrenreich 
predicted. that a confirmation would incite thousands of 
women to rush to the streets, get into their cars and 
converge on Washington ..... When Judge Thomas was 
confirmed, less than a hundred demonstrators marched 



in protest... .. The plain truth is the feminist leaders have 
no troops ..... Most Americans want for women what is 
right for everyone: fair treatment, economic justice, and 
equality of opportunity." 

-----------------
A new survey shows Americans to be a nation of 

liars! Among the findings: Six in 10 have been victims 
of violent crimes ..... only 13 percent of the populace still 
believe in all 10 biblical commandments ..... nine out of 
10 citizens lie regularly ..... one third of married Ameri-
cans have had an affair ..... a fifth of the nation's chil-
dren have lost their virginity by the age of 13 ..... for $10 
million, 7 percent of the people would kill a stranger. 
The exhaustive survey says there is no moral consensus 
at all among Americans. Ours is a nation without a 

common morality. "Americans are making up their own 
rules and laws," according to the survey. We must 
again raise the cry, "Back to the Bible!" We must 
have an absolute, objective standard of conduct. "0 
Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in himself: 
it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps." When 
each person is a law unto himself, there is anarchy. The 
disorder brings destruction. "Righteousness exalteth a 
nation; But sin is a reproach to any people." We must 
have a constitution ..... a pattern ..... a blueprint... .. a rule ..... a 
law ..... a Bible ..... and it must be rigidly followed. The 
Bible is the highest ethical note ever yet sounded. 

"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path." Bible: Psalms CXIX, 105. 

In Search of a New Hermeneutic 
By J. E. Choate 

During the 1989 Christian Scholars Conference 
(CSC), Dr. Thomas Olbricht declared, "According to 
the current self prognosis, churches of Christ are enter
ing a hermeneutical crisis." He implies that the old 
hermeneutic is both flawed and outmoded. Olbricht says, 
"scripture is not a constitution or code book as envi
sioned by the old hermeneutic." Gary D. Collier sup
ports this allegation as he delineates "a hermeneutic 
shift among our scholars which moves from the induc
tive and formal models to historical and contextual 
ones." 

Collier describes the old hermeneutic in three pa
pers he read in '87, '88, and '89. He addressed the 
"hermeneutical impasse of the churches of Christ." 
According to Collier, two schools of thought address 
the "impasse." He calls the first, the Rationalistic/In
ductive School, which attempts to re-construct the pat
tern of the New Testament church through a slavish 
attention to a now defunct model which relies on the 
apostolic precepts, examples, and necessary inferences. 
He calls the second school, the Scholarship Movement. 

Collier would have it that the old hermeneutic fails 
to consider the historical and contextual principles of 
biblical criticism. We pause to add that lower criticism 
and higher criticism are the legitimate tools of world 

class scholars unfettered by sectarian dogma. The high 
role of biblical criticism is to re-construct the original 
Hebrew and Greek texts of ancient biblical manuscripts 
and to ascertain canonicity, authorship, dating, and his
torical backgrounds. 

The Christian Church through the Standard Pub
lishing Company subscribed first in 1869 to the Interna
tional Sunday School Association program in preparing 
Sunday School literature. For nineteen years H. Leo 
Boles represented the Gospel Advocate as a member of 
this Committee of Uniform Lessons which functioned 
in the International Council of Religious Education. To 
say Boles and his colleagues lacked a knowledge of 
biblical criticism betrays a lack of information. In 1944, 
Boles persuaded Leon McQuiddy to pull the Gospel 
Advocate out of the International Sunday School Con
vention because of the mounting influence of modem
ism. Collier's second school addresses the 
"hermeneutical impasse" among churches of Christ. 
Collier states that this second school, the Scholarship 
Movement beginning around 1950, is interested in in
teracting more seriously with world-wide scholarship. 
By "world wide scholarship," he has in mind modem 
theology produced after 1922 by Karl Barth, Paul Tillich, 
and Rudolph Bultrnann, and who in tum created the 

January 1992 19 
Firm Foundalion 



theology of Neo-orthodoxy. Barth, Tillich, Bultmann, 
and others of their school are referred to with admira
tion in esc papers. 

Collier identifies with the second school. He pro
ceeds to denigrate the Rationalistic/Inductive School. 
This old hermeneutic, according to Collier, is best rep
resented by the Gospel Advocate Series of commentar
ies on the New Testament. He dismisses the GA com
mentaries for showing a schizophrenic attitude on two 
fronts: (a) the attitude towards hermeneutics (the his
toricaVcontextual school), and (b) the attitude toward 
life situations. 

Dr. Michael Moss endorsed, in the 1989 CSC, the 
hermeneutical position of Collier, "Collier's paper has 
provided an excellent assessment of the state of 
henneneutics among churches of Christ." Moss declared 
that the old hermeneutics is flawed because of its reli
ance on the apostolic precept, command, and necessary 
inference model. Dr. Moss emphatically concludes that 
"a strict pattern theology must be abandoned." He adds 
that one must reject a rigid theology which "transplants 
religious and cultural forms from the first centwy to the 
modem era." Moss underscores his observations with a 
personal appraisal, "This author has a real distaste for 
imposing a system on the Bible." 

Let us be clear at this point that the spokesmen in 
the "Scholarship movement" have not presented a 
working model of the new hermeneutic. We do not 
expect them to do so. They labor in the field of a new 
agenda other than hermeneutics. The hermeneutical 
"crisis or impasse" of which Olbricht and Collier speak 
so freely is not a matter of hermeneutics but a matter of 
modem theology. Collier goes right to the heart of the 
matter when he speaks of the causes of division among 
churches of Christ, e.g, role of women in worship, di
rect operation of the Holy Spirit, Christian fellowship, 
authority of elders, the organ (which he labels "a non
issue"), and so on. 

If the spokesmen of the new hermeneutics would 
place women in the pulpit and in the offices of elders 
and deacons, why don't they be forthright and say so? 
If every man is personally guided by the Holy Spirit as 
he sits under his own fig tree, why don't they say so? 
Why don't they of the liberal school speak out and 
specify proposed changes? We may say to them, as Job 
said to his friends, "We have understanding as well as 
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you, and we know what you know." Do you know 
what the proponents of the new hermeneutics are seek
ing to achieve? It is not to create a creedal hermeneutic! 
They know better! They calculate to confuse members 
of churches of Christ with their hermeneutical jargon. 
They would infiltrate the eldership of traditional and 
conservative churches. The strategy is to win over a 
majority of the members in the pews and to take over 
building and assets. They study at the feet of a past 
generation of "digressives" skilled in the art of hostile 
takeovers. 

The liberal leaders of the Christian Churches moved 
into the "land of Lipscomb" in 1890 calculating to 
take over the churches of Christ by bringing in the 
organ and organized societies. But they failed in their 
grand strategy. And now a new generation has arisen 
who no longer "contend earnestly for the faith." 

Christ warned his disciples that "enemies will arise 
from your own midst" and will pose great danger to 
the church. The new digressives have recently succeeded 
in dividing a church fellowship and left when the lead
ers of the faction were unable to assert authority. As 
David Lipscomb observed at the turn of the century, 
"When such leave, let them go, because the church will 
come forth even stronger." 

Professor Emeritus of Bible 
David Lipscomb University 

3248 Taylor Boulevard 
Louisville, KY 40214 
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Guy N. Woods Honored 
By Garland Elkins 

On April1, 1991, at the Memphis School ofPreach
ing in Memphis, Tennessee, an appreciation dinner was 
held in honor of brother Guy N. Woods. Brother Cates 
introduced the program by stating that we were gath
ered together to honor an outstanding Christian gentle
man. 

Brother Harrell Davidson spoke of brother Woods 
as an amateur (ham) radio operator. On radio brother 
Woods is always kind, gracious, and polite. 

Billy Smithy spoke of brother Woods as an evange
list. His preaching is always biblical, logical, and simple. 
He preaches the. truth with authority. His lessons are 
usually brief. He has conducted hundreds of gospel 
meetings. 

Brother Thomas B. Warren wrote of brother Woods 
as a debater. He stated that one of the earliest and most 
powerful influences in his life and work as a preacher 
was the preaching, writing, and debating of brother 
Woods. Early in his life, Warren saw in the life and 
work of brother Woods, the value, even the necessity, 
of defending the truth against false doctrine. 

Brother Flavil Nichols spoke of brother Woods as a 
friend. He is loved and esteemed for his character, his 
life, and his love for Jesus. 

Garland Elkins spoke of brother Guy N. Woods as 
moderator in the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman Uni
versity. For approximately thirty years, brother Woods 
conducted the Open Forum. His thorough preparation 
and perception made the forum a great success. He got 
to the point without wasting any words. 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr., spoke of brother Guy N. 
Woods as a writer. Brother Woods is the premier writer 
of this generation. The breadth of his writing is evi
denced in the writing of books, articles, tracts, and pam
phlets and his great work in writing the "Adult Quar
terly" for thirty years or more for the Gospel Advocate. 

Curtis A. Cates spoke of brother Woods as a scholar 
in the word, praising his standing fast in the faith, logic, 
research, and scholarship. Brother Cates stated brother 

Woods is known in the brotherhood better than anyone 
among us, having preached in forty to fifty meetings 
each year for many years. 

Milton Sewell spoke of brother Woods as a con
tributor to Christian education. Brother Woods gave the 
profits from his first book, entitled Questions and An
swers-Open Forum, Freed-Hardeman College Lectures, 
to Freed-Hardeman University to purchase brother 
Hardeman's house. 

Brother V. E. Howard spoke of brother Woods as a 
Christian gentleman. He is a man of honor, integrity, 
and scholarship. He has always manifested a Christian 
attitude as he taught the truth and exposed error. He is a 
friend of every good work. In his debates he dealt with 
the issues and never made a personal attack upon his 
opponent. 

Curtis A. Cates presented a plaque to brother Woods 
which said, "This award is presented in laudatory rec
ognition and grateful appreciation to brother Guy N. 
Woods, superb Christian, unique editor, faithful gospel 
preacher, unequalled moderator of forums, genuine 
scholar, outstanding debater." 

Brother Guy N. Woods expressed appreciation for 
the honor given to him. He complimented the Memphis 
School of Preaching in its important work of training 
men to preach the gospel. 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, TN 38118 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Some Responsibilities of Being a Grandparent 

By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

Being a grandparent is a great joy-for most of us 
most of the time--and though the scriptures have little to 
say on the subject, relevant admonitions are given, and 
most of us take these matters seriously. 

Many adults today are rearing grandchildren, and, 
though this has always been the case, current problems 
seem to have made the practice more common today. In 
some cases, the parents die, and grandparents willingly 
and conscientiously take the children into their home. In 
other instances, the parents get into the drug scene, and 
the only acceptable solution is for the grandparents to 
take over the rearing of the children. 

The desire of the adults for solitude, for pursuit of 
hobbies, for further career activities, or for travel has to 
be postponed or canceled entirely. Naturally, the disap
pointment of the elders must be kept permanently from 
the children, who must be made to feel welcome in the 
new life, which has to be for the children a shocking 
and horrendous change. The grandparents need to do 
everything in their power to make the small ones feel 
welcome and must make every effort to feel that it is a 
privilege, like a second chance, to have these small ones 
in their home. 

A woman I know recently said to me, "I brought up 
my children when I was in my twenties; my grandchil
dren, in my forties; my great-grandchildren, in my six
ties." She was not complaining. Someone has said (in 
jest, I hope) that probably one reason why children get 
along well with their grandparents is that they have a 
common adversary, the generation between them. As a 
once wise man said centuries ago, "Children's children 
are the crown of old men" (Prov. 17 :6). 

It is fortunate that most children are brought up by 
their own parents and thus have the grandparents as 
important sharers of their lives, present and future. Grand-
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parents are sometimes influential confidants, advisers, 
and friends. Children should hold their forebears in such 
high regard that they will try to avoid embarrassing or 
deceiving them. Grandparents should remind them of 
the promise of Exodus 20: 12; "Honor thy father and 
thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee." Every day some of 
those who have ignored the lessons taught to them by 
their parents and grandparents have their lives shortened 
in ways for which they had neither planned nor pre
pared. 

Most grandparents from time to time buy presents 
for their children's children. In some cases, they are 
able to buy nicer gifts for the grandchildren than they 
had bought for their own children when they were small. 
The only grandmother called by that term in the Bible, 
Lois, gave a great gift to her child when she taught her 
God's word, and later both of them taught Eunice's son, 
Timothy (I Timothy 1:5; Acts 16:1,2). Such is a noble 
and worthy aspiration for any woman today to seek. 
What better gift can anyone give a child than the oppor
tunity and encouragement to study God's word and to 
do everything she or he can to get to heaven? 

When it comes to buying gifts for children, we should 
consider Bibles and Bible games. A Bible with the child's 
name on it is a valuable and personal treasure, though 
today the problem of which version to buy is often a 
puzzling one for family members. The King James, 
which is certainly safe, is a beautiful piece of literature. 
The American Standard is also excellent. 

In many other so-called versions, the plan of salva
tion and instructions regarding how to live as a Chris
tian are not left intact, so why should we gamble on a 
so-called Bible which does not achieve and teach that 
which we (and God) have in mind? The Bible Para-



phrase, for example, is just that; it is not a Bible. If I 
paraphrase a speech you have made, I put it into my 
own words and am saying, in effect, ''This is the way I 
understood what she said." It might be accurate; it 
might not be. 

The new Reader's Digest Bible omits more than a 
fourth of the inspired scriptures. The Revised Standard 
Version (1946) tries to dilute the divinity of Christ by 
omitting the term "only begotten" as used particularly 
in the book of John, as does Today's English Version 
(1966) in John 3:16. 

The New International Version is seriously flawed, 
though it is being extensively used in much of the litera
ture taught in our Bible classes today. In the NIV, 1 
Corinthians 1 :6 reads "our testimony about Christ" 

instead of "the testimony of Christ." In other words, 
what we testified about Christ was confmned in you, 
not what Christ and his word had to say to us. Some 
look upon this as a loophole to encourage public testify
ing such as some denominations practice. Psalms 51 :5 is 
left to read, not that this is a wicked world and that this 
iniquitous state existed before our births, but that each is 
a sinful creature the instant he is born, before he can 
speak or even think: "Surely I have been a sinner from 
birth ... " (Psalms 51:5 NIV). We certainly should not 
be using this book in our home study, in our class 
rooms, in our pulpits .... (to be continued). 
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Are You Rich Towards God? 
By James Tracy Dugger 

A farmer had a bumper crop. The seed produced so 
plentifully that he lacked the room to store his crops. He 
considered what he would do and decided to tear down 
his barns and build larger ones. He thought, "These 
larger barns will hold my abundant harvest; I have all I 
need and can take it easy-eat drink and be merry." 

This story is one of Jesus' parables and is in Luke 
12:16-21. It teaches a tremendous lesson about alle
giance to God. 

God said to this self-sufficient farmer, "Thou fool
ish one, this night is thy soul required of thee; and the 
things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be?" 
Material things are worthless to dead people. If spiritual 
things do not ingrain a life, then death makes the person 
unbearably poor. 

This covetous farmer thought life consisted in an 
abundance of things. He made a mistake so serious it 

HOUSEPARENTSNEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian couples interested in becoming 

HOUSEPARENTS 
Contact 

Medina Children's Home 
Route 16, Box 75 

Medina, TX 78055 
Phone (Sl2) 589-2871 

cost him eternal life. If all you have when you die is 
grain in the bam, then you are blind and naked. 

Never put earthly things ~efore God. The fruit re
veals the tree. We neglect teaching the Bible to family 
and friends because we are too busy with our hobbies. 
We neglect the assembly because of our entanglement 
in the affairs of this world. We neglect the hungry or the 
sick because we lust for entertainment and recreation. If 
we have no time for God, then he will laugh in the day 
of our calamity, and will mock when fear comes upon 
us (Prov. 1:26). 

"Careless soul, 0 heed the warning, for your life 
will soon be gone; 0 how sad to face the judgment, 
unprepared to meet thy God." 
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As Tuesday, December 10, 1991, waned and passed 
into history, Bill Cline was carried away by the angels 
into Abraham's bosom. He died with the dying day, 
but he yet lives. He has joined that numberless host that 
by faith have conquered death. 

Bill Cline was a man who loved the kingdom of 
heaven, the truth, and righteousness. He feared God and 
therefore had nothing else to fear. His spirit was serene 
and happy because he knew the joy of salvation. He 
was a free man because possessions did not enslave 
him. He remembered his pain and awaited his joy. He, 
like all the redeemed, was the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world. 

His family was dear to him. His sweet wife, Jean, 
will feel the awful vacancy that a rent in the veil brings 
to hearts that love, are loved, and must say good-bye 
for a little while. The children ofBill and Jean's union, 
Cathy, Bill, Mary, and Becky, are strong in the faith, 
loyal to the church, and are walking in the truth. Just as 
there is no greater joy than in knowing that our children 
are lovers of the Lord, so is there no greater tribute to 
godly parents than children who rejoice in service to 
God and to mankind. The children's behavior bears 
testimony to the quality of the parents. Bill's mother 
and father were a strength and support to him all his 
days and especially in his last hours on earth. They are 
grand people. 

Bill fought the good fight. He girded his loins with 
truth and wore the breastplate of righteousness. The 
boots of the preparation of the gospel were on his feet, 
and he was ever ready to respond to Macedonian calls. 
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0 Death, 
Where Is 

Thy 
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He stood behind the shield of faith and the fiery darts of 
the enemy could not reach him. With the helmet of 
salvation on his head, he skillfully employed the Chris
tian soldier's sword-the word of God- to defeat the 
onslaught of evil men and of demons. He bore the heat 
and burden of the battle, and in the genius of a heav
enly wisdom, stood straight and tall and solid. He relin
quished no ground. He held the ancient enemy at bay. 
He was faithful on his watch. 

Bill kept the faith. He understood that into his hands 
the gospel was given, into his hands was given the 
light. God makes himself dependent on the ransomed 
of earth to publicize and defend the once for all deliv
ered faith. Through struggle and hard study, Bill Cline 
gained a good knowledge of the revealed will of the 
Master of men. The New Covenant was in his mind and 
on his heart. It was an engrafted word. He cherished 
and protected it. He loved it and lived by it. To God he 
was faithful and true, and he held a straight course in 
the word of truth-rightly dividing it. 

Bill finished the course. Paul admonishes us, 
"Know ye not that they that run in a race run all, but 
one receiveth the prize? Even so run; that ye may ob
tain "(1 Cor. 9:24). Bill stretched forward to the things 
which are before, and pressed "on toward the goal unto 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 
He crossed the finish line a winner. He knew his imper
fections and frailties, and worked to improve, but was 
wise enough never to allow foibles to cloud his vision. 
He forgot the things that are behind. He never faltered. 
He knew what life is all about. He is gathered to his 



fathers and to a magnificent couch. He lies down "with 
patriarchs of the infant world-with kings, the powerful 
of the earth-the wise, the good, fair forms, and hoary 
seers of ages past, all in one mighty sypulcher." His 
race is run. His crown is won. His mansion is occupied. 

He knew the hand of death was near, but that im
poster did not impress Bill. He looked back. He looked 
forward. He looked up. He now can say, "I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept 
the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, but 
also to all them that have loved his appearing." 

"Come ye disconsolate, where' er ye languish; Come 
at the mercy-seat fervently kneel; Here bring your 
wounded hearts. Here tell your anguish; Earth has no 
sorrow that heaven cannot heal." 

Life goes on. We have work to do. The night is 
coming. We are sustained by "precious memories, how 
they linger, how they ever flood my soul; in the still
ness of the midnight, precious, sacred scenes unfold." 

We shake ourselves and lift our burden and put our 
necks under the yoke and ''tread the road the saints 
above with shouts of triumph trod." "Wherefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labor is not vain in the Lord." 

"Encamped along the hills of light, 
ye Christian soldiers, rise, and press the battle ere ·the 
night shall veil the glowing skies. Against the foe in 
vales below let all our strength be hurled; Faith is the 
victory, we know, that overcomes the world." 

Staff of the Firm Foundation. 
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Demurs and Replies 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

A good friend has written for more information on 
1 John 1:7. We insist that every line and order of God's 
word is to be obeyed. No mortal has the right to give 
license to discount a single rule in the new covenant. 
God's instructions are to be more carefully followed 
than a druggist filling a doctor's prescription. More is at 
stake! 

Still, there are problems. My friend asked, "What 
if Mr. A studies the word and obeys the gospel. Mr. A 
is a babe in Christ coming out of a worldly past. He 
violates the law by driving his car in excess of the 
speed limit and is killed in an automobile accident. He 
dies before he learns speeding is sin. He did not repent 
and confess his sin of speeding. Will he be lost?" 

If a person answers, "Of course he would not be 
lost over such a trifling thing as driving his car a few 
miles over the limit," he is caught on the hook of the 
continuum fallacy. How many miles per hour over the 
limit is he allowed to drive without being guilty of sin? 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10--stop me when I reach the 

point of sin-and please give book, chapter, and verse. 
Would it be wrong (sin) for him to drive 60 miles over 
the limit prescribed by law? Would it be right for him 
to drive ninety miles an hour in a residential area and 
endanger the lives of innocent children? 

It is a very hard question. Everyone is obligated to 
live within the law. Yet, what about just one mile per 
hour over the speed limit? The 'stinger in the question is 
in making the offender a newborn in the household of 
God. Surely babies must be given some latitude. Shall 
we say a baby in Christ may violate the law by driving 
too fast, but the mature Christian may not. Then the 
question comes, at what point in growth does a person 
cross over the line and have to keep the law absolutely. 

Suppose a mature member of the church sees an 
atrocious perversion and thinks some nasty thing-a bad 
word perhaps-and before he can think about it and 
repent of it and confess it, he has a heart attack and 
dies. Will he go to hell? Denominational people some
time ask, "What if a penitent believer is on his way to 
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be baptized and is struck by lightening and killed, will 
he be lost?" If you know the right answer to that ques
tion, you have solved the mystery of the speeding baby. 

Foy E. Wallace once answered this question, say
ing, "Suppose I am stopped by a policeman for going 
too fast in my car. I explain to the officer that I am a · 
preacher and it is not convenient for me to pay the 
fine." The policeman says, "Tell it to the judge." 
Brother Wallace's point was the policeman had no right 
to grant leniency of any kind, but the judge might, or 
might not forgive the debt. 

We are servants of the Most High and ministers of 
his word. We have no right to tell anyone he is justified 
in keeping the law of the Lord approximately. It is our 
duty to insist on absolute obedience-strict keeping of 
the commands-a careful following of the prescription. 
Babe or full grown man in Christ, everyone is obligated 
to keep the law. 

The question also implies that ignorance is an ex
cuse. If a person does not know that speeding is sin, it 
is right for him to speed. The fallacy of this is obvious
what if a person does not know that fornication is sin; is 
it okay for him to fornicate? Teach the little babe in 
Christ nothing, and by keeping him in ignorance you 
will save his soul for sure. We ought to know that 
ignorance of the law is no excuse for violating the law. 
You could not get away with a plea of ignorance in the 
courts of men, and it is an insult to the Creator to 
suggest you can cop a plea by confessing ignorance in 
the divine court. 

Another brother asked about a different matter. He 
wanted to know if Amos 6:5 prohibits any and all use 
of mechanical instruments of music? The context makes 
the matter clear. The passage begins with Amos 6:1. 
Amos pronounced a woe upon them that are: 

I. At ease in Zion 2. Secure in the mountain of 
Samaria 3. Lie upon beds of ivory 4. Stretch them
selves 5. Eat Iambs and calves 6. Sing idle songs to the 
sound of the viol 7. Invent instruments of music like 
David 8. Drink wine in bowls. 

If any of these 9 items is sinful, they are all wrong. 
It is as wicked to eat lamb or beef as it would be to sing 
idle songs and use instruments of music like David. 

Jesus ate lamb (Matt. 26:17-25). The Jews ate lamb 
(Ex. 12:1-14). Amos did not condemn the Jews nor 
Jesus for doing what God told them to do. 
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To say that Amos 6:5 forbids all use of mechanical 
instruments of music would require the conclusion that 
it is a transgression of divine law to rest, be secure, lie 
on a bed of ivory, stretch, eat Iamb or beef, sing idle 
songs, invent instruments of music like David, drink 
wine out of bowls, or be anointed with oil. 

Amos condemns having a full stomach but not car
ing for the sinful, sick and suffering. Those who eat 
well, but pay no attention to Lazarus at their gate, come 
under the condemnation of the word of God. Those 
who rejoice in salvation, but have little interest in tell
ing others about the empty tomb, are guilty of the sin of 
selfishness. 

There are many conclusive arguments to prove that 
the use of instruments of music in worship of God is 
sinful, but Amos 6:5 is not one of them. 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, Texas 77070 
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by 

Tommy J. Hicks 

(Actual Size 4" X 8 Yz "l 
Order From: 

HICKS PUBLICATIONS 
705 Melody Lane 

Gainesville, Texas 76240 
(817) 665-3519 

A Needed Booklet - .lust Released! 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Brother Tommy Hicks' tract entitled "Mar- Tommy Hicks' outstanding study of Mar
riage, Divorce, and Remarriage" is a concise riage, Divorce, Remarriage should be read 
and thorough study o f what continues to be by all who are concerned about truth and 
a much neglected, misunderstood and righteousness. There is a veritable hullaba
abused subject. While clearly selling forth loo of voices speaking all manner of far-
and upholding the truth on the subject, fetched things about what is really a simple 
brother Hicks exposes erroneous leaching propostlJOn-one man, for one woman, for 
concerning the same. It is good to see a life, with one exception. A clarion voice in 
tract of this caliber from the capable pen of the midst of all this confusion is refreshing. 
brother Hicks. I commend this timely and H.A. (Buster) Dobbs 
important study to all who desire to do what 
is right as the Bible defines "the right." 

Dovid P. Brown 

Having read and studied brother Tommy 
Hicks' new tract on Marriage, Divorce, and 
Remarriage, I find it well researched, correct
ly reasoned and true to the Book. It deals 
with a critical subject that is dividing the 
church today. I wish for it the widest circula
tion possib le. 

Andrew M. Connally 

Brother Tommy J. Hicks has discussed 
"Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage" in a 
superb fashion. He has taught the truth, and 
exposed error with Christian firmness and 
kindness. I unhesitatingly recommend his 
tract on "Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage. " 

GarliJ11d Elkins 

The content of this tract is excellent and 
timely. There arc many brie f treatments of 
Matthew 19:9 in print that arc good, but I 
would rate this one among the best. It 
deserves a wide distribution. 

H. W. (Dub) McClish 

I have read with care this fine material on 
Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage by brother 
Hicks and recommend it very highly. He did 
his homework before he took up his pen to 
write . It will enlighten all who read it. I am 
happy to commend it to every serious stu
dent of God's word. 

---------'-'R"'-o=bert R. Taywr, Jr. 
.50 each 

5.40 per dozen 
40.00 per hundred 

(Plus Posrage & Handling) 

Florida School of Preaching 
1807 South Florida A venue 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 
Seventeenth Annual Lectureship 

January 20-23, 1992 

Theme: Does the Church Need Changing for the Coming Century? 
Monday-January 20 

9:00 "Preaching for the Next Century'' ........... Winford Claibome, Henderson T N 
9:45 "Changing Our Ani tudes Toward Money" ........ V. P. Dlack, Chickasaw, AL 
10:45 " Preaching the Gospel and Leaving Others Alo ne" 

............................................................................... Jim Ezekiel, Folkston, GA 
11:30 Lunch 
1:30 "One Gospel for All Men" ............................... Gilbert Miller, Ft. Myers, FL 
2:30 "Abuses of Worship in Song" ....................... W. D. Jeffcoat, Gainesville, FL 
3:30 Open Forum ............................................ Flavil Nichols and Jackie Stearsman 
4:30 Dinner 
7:00 "Anitudes Toward Evangelis m" .................. Robert Lindsey, Orooksville, FL 
7:45 "God's Unchanging Hand" .................... Wendell Winkler, Montgomery, AL 

Tuesday-January 21 
9:00 "Preaching for the Next Century" .......... Winford Claibome, Henderson, TN 
9:45 "Changing Our Attitudes Toward Money" ........ V. P. Olack, Chickasaw, AL 
10:45 "The Changing Role of Women" 

................................................................ Wendell Winkler, Montgomery, AL 
11 :30 Lunch 
I :30 "Arc We Ignoring the Qualifications o f Elders?" 

...................................................................... Oobby Dwtcan, Adamsville, AL 
2:30 "Is Truth Relative?" ..................................... W. E. Wardlaw, llwllsville, AL 
3:30 Open Forum ............................................ Flavil Nichols and Jackie Stcarsman 
4:30 Ditmer 
7:00 " Changing Our Moral Values" ............................ Gene Hill, Aubumdalc, FL 
7:45 "Changes I Have Seen in the Last 50 Years" .... V. P. Olack, Chickasaw, AL 

Wednesday-January 22 
9:00 "Preaching for the Next Century" ......... Winford Claibomc, Henderson, TN 
9:45 "Changing Our Attitudes Toward Money" ....... V. P. Black, Chickasaw, AL 

10:45 "Must One Oe a Member of the Church of C hris t to Be Saved?" 
............................................................................... Jack Tittle, Rocky Mt., NC 

11:30 Lunch 
I :30 "Shall We Reject Pattem Religion?" ....................... Jim Laws, Memphis, TN 
2:30 "Wolves in Sheep's C lothing" ........................... Wayne Coats, Mt. Juliet, TN 
3:30 Open Forum ........................................... Flavil Nichols and Jackie Stcarsman 
4:30 Dinner 
7:00 "Rules for Christian Living Never Change" ........ Samuel Roney, Tampa, FL 
7:45 "What Preachers Can Do to Preserve the Faith" Winfred Clark, Athens, AL 

Thursday-Janua ry 23 
9:00 "Preaching for the Next Century" .... ..... Winford Claibomc, Henderson, TN 
9:45 "Youth Problems in Our Changing Society" ... David Macy, Blue Ridge, GA 

10:45 "Changing Attitudes Toward Fellowship" 
............................................................... Marl in Kilpatrick, Port Charlotte, FL 

11 :30 Lunch 
1:30 "Changing Attitudes Toward Fellowship" ....... Bobby Liddell, Pensacola, FL 
2:30 "Courting the Favor of Denominatio ns" ............. Winfred Clark, Athens, AL 
3:30 Open Forum ........................................... Flavil Nichols and Jackie Stcarsman 
4:30 Ditmer 
7:00 "Changing A ttitudes Toward the Bible" .... .. Gene Ourgctt, lligh Springs, FL 
7:45 "The Roll of Elders in Preventing Apostasy" 

..................................................................... Oobby Duncan, Adamsville, AL 
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(Editor's note: Foy Smith wrote a column called "The Last Page "for the Firm Foundation. We have decided 
to retire that title in honor of our dear, departed brother. Beginning with this issue, we will present a monthly essay 
by Perry Cotham. He will make observations on brotherhood opportunities and issues. Paul wrote, 'for a great 
door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries" (1 Cor. 16:9). So, brother Cotham will talk 
about the good and the bad. Perry Cotham, though eighty years of age, travels the world to preach the word. He 
is as well-informed as any man among us. "The hoary head is a crown of glory; It shall be found in the way of 
righteousness. ") 

Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Thursday night, October 10, just as 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs was announcing 
him as the last speaker of the evening 
on the Firm Foundation Lectureship in 
Chattanooga, TN, Foy L. Smith slumped 
in his seat, his Bible fell from his hands, 
and his soul departed to be with the 

Lord on the other side. The last words he ever heard on 
tllis earth were words of commendation for his long 
and useful life in faithfully proclaiming God's word for 
more than half a century. 

Foy Smith was my friend. I knew him for more 
than 50 years. Born in the little community of Crowder, 
Oklahoma, Foy was reared by godly parents. He at
tended Freed-Hardeman College. Foy loved to preach 
the gospel and to write. I always looked forward to 
reading "The Last Page" in the Firm Foundation each 
month. 

On the morning of the day of his homegoing, we 
ate breakfast together. He recounted the many years of 
our close friendship. He told of the beginning of the 
church in Crowder when his parents had worship ser
vice in their house, some sitting on nail kegs from his 
father's blacksmith shop. Later, he would listen to great 
gospel preachers like Foy E. Wallace, Jr., after whom 
he was named. There was created in Foy's heart a 
burning desire to preach the word. 

Foy grieved over the passing of his beloved wife, 
Mabel, a few weeks ago. He was also deeply con
cerned over the growing apostasy in the church today. 
He mentioned how some preachers with whom he had 
worked and enjoyed close friendship would now have 
no association with him due to their liberal ideas and 
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teaching. "They went out from us, but they were not of 
us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with us; but they went out, that they might be 
made manifest that they were not all of us." "For we 
know that if the earthly house of our tabernacle be 
dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal, in the heavens" (2 Cor. 5: I). 
"To depart, and to be with Christ. . .is far better." 

"Servant of God, well done! Thy glorious warfare's 
past, The battle's fought, The race is won, And thou art 
crowned at last." 

Perhaps, as friends ofFoy and readers of''The Last 
Page," you would like to join with me in saying the 
words of this poem: 

Foy, we have been long together, 
Through pleasant and through sunny weather; 
"Tis hard to part when friends are dear, 
Perhaps will cost a sigh, a tear. 
Then steal away, give little warning. 
Choose thine own time, say not ' Goodnight,' 
But in some brighter clime, 
Bid me 'Good Morning."' 
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 

saints" (Psa. 116:15). 1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX75051 
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DIRECTORY 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: 
S 125.00 for 3 lines; S 175.00 for 4 lines; $225.00 for 
5 lines; $275.00 for 6 lines; $325.00 for 7 lines; 
$375.00 for 8 lines. 

Send all correspondence to 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 

P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAfNWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 lith Avenue, 
9970 I. (907) 456-492 1. 

CALIFORNIA 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile from 
Disneyland). (7 14) 535-617. Send particulars of loved 
ones in this area; we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 9 1107 (8 18) 
79 1-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M ., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or friends. 
Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN 
BERNADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

central 
cHURCH OFC HRIST 

13320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

CONNECTICUT 

GROTON-CHURCH OF C HRIST meeting at 29 1 
Osprey Dr., Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Ph. 
446-0676. 

FLORIDA 

CAPE CORAL-CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
4720 SE 15th Ave., Unit 20 1. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 813-945-7060 or 8 13-542-8839. 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Services: 
Sun. 10, II A.M., 6:30 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 18 11 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-1277. W. D. Jeffcoat, 
evangelist. 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnctt Blvd. (904) 711-5075 or 
711-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
Wallace Maxwell , preacher. 

LAKELAND--1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Robert McAnally, 
min ister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Home of 
Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PfNE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 21 Lancaster 
Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 855-565 1 or 855-
1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell,minister. 

SEBASTIAN- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

SEBRING-904 Fairmount Drive. (8 13) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, I 0 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. McGhee, 
evangelist. 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA-AVONDALE C HURC H OF CHRIST, 
4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. ( 1.1 miles inside l-285) 

BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off l-75. Son Hwy 49 {I 
mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper hooi--<Ips. 
Sun. 9, IO A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call (9 12) 956-
37 19, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH- DULUTH CHURCH OF C HRIST. 2344 
Nanticoke St., 558 11. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7 P.M. (218) 722-1 984, 722- 187 1. Paul C urless and 
David Dalton, evangelists. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, College & 7th 
Sts. 65616. Sun. 9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 
P.M .. (4 17) 334-3866, 334-3757. A. J. Hendrix, 
minister. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 
minister. (5 13) 878-1162. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS- KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. Call 
(90 1) 363-3300 or E. L. Wh itaker, minis ter, (90 1) 
363-1 383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 4 1 north of Greenbrier, TN., between exits 
98 and I 08 off l-65-25 miles north of Nashville. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Roy 
McConnell, evangelist. Call (6 15) 859-3974, 643-
0589, or 654-209 1. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-353 1. Sun 9, 
10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 77531. 
(409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6:30 P.M., 
Wed. 7:30 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church St., 
Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, I I A.M., 6 P.M. 
Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence lavender, minister. 703-
382-7777. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
m il itary bases and STRATFORD-UPON-A VON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. Call 
(295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Flor ida JJ80J 

(81J) 6lB-404J 

n Strong Bible Emphasis 
n 1\vo Year Progra m 
n I 00 Semester Hours 
-c No Tuition 
1r Scholarships Available 
n Qualified Facult y 
u- V.A. Benefits 
-a Call or Write 

II l)iJ·crtor, B.C. ( :arr II 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation, 
Ad department_ P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, Tx 76095-7876. Ads must be received by the fifth 
of the month to appear In the next month's issue. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Experienced gospel preacher needed for SW Florida 
congregation of 90. House provided. Send resume to 
P.O.Box 2197, Port Charlotte, FL. 33949 or contact 
Lawrence Bauer (813) 627-1016 or church office 
(813) 629-7454. 

Minister wanted for small congregation in south 
Mississippi. House provided, but will need to furnish 
some of his support. Prefer a sound, experienced 
gospel preacher in his SO's or early 60's. Please send 
tape or resume to: Mendenhall Church of Christ, % 
Jackie Mullins, 611 Simpson Circle, Mendenhall, MS 
39114. 

MINISTER NEEDED: Growing, loving, congregation 
with 80-100 in attendance located in southern New 
Jersey ncar metropolitan area of Philadelphia, Pa., 
seeks a married man who is able to train leaders and 
delegate responsibility. Individual selected must have 
strong Bible background, experience, and speak 
enthusiastically. The church is at peace and has a 
great potential for growth. We have a strong desire to 
seck the lost and have strong fellowship with area 
congregations. Minister is fully supported by strong 
southern U.S. congregation. Send resume & references 
to Jerry Andrews, 1202 Clements Bridge Rd., Apt. 
207, Barrington, N.J. 08007, 609-573-9513 

Minister wanted for a small congregation in Benson, 
AZ. Will need to furnish some of his support. Contact 
Floyd Turner, 602-586-2488 or Lester Osburn, 602-
586-2142. Church of Christ, HCR Box 4517, Benson, 
AZ 85602. 

For congregation of approximately 450 members in 
the Central Valley of Califormia. Population 172,000. 
Please send resume, tape, picture, and references to 
Davis Park Church of Christ at 901 W. Rumble Rd., 
Modesto, California 95350. Attention: Selection 
Committee. 

Small congregation in Overbrook, KS is seeking a 
gospel preacher who is neither afraid nor ashamed to 
declare the whole counsel of God. Those interested 
can call (913) 665-7947, (913) 665-1654 

Small congregation needs Ffr preacher. No elders. 
No housing. Can offer $300/mo. towards support. 
Send resume to: Northwest Ch\lrch of Christ, 8017 
NW Hampton Rd., Parkville, MO 64152. 

The N. Ridge Ave. Church of Christ, 162 N. Ridge 
Ave, Tifton, Georgia, is looking for a full-time minister 
who is trained in outreach, education, and preaching. 
Contact Richard Dale 912-386-8383 or Bob 
McCready 912-382-2737 or send resume. 
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Full-time preacher wanted. 50 members offer salary, 
house, and utilities. Send resume to Jake Marshall, 
Box 482, Pilot Point, TX 76258. Phone 817-686-5078. 

Preacher wanted with minimum of 5 to 10 years 
experience. Congregation of 60 plus without elders
but men with excellent potential. Full support; fast
growing community. Send resume and references to 
Dennis Mcintosh, PO Box 662, Farmington Mo. 
63640 

Congregation of 525 seeking Family Minister/ 
Educational Director. Candidates should have 
credentials to be licensed in counseling and 
experienced in the field. Preference will be given to 
those with training and experience in directing an 
educational program. Send resume along with family 
picture and video, if possible to Search Committee, 
Sunset Church of Christ, 12001 SW 72nd St., Miami, 
FL 33182. 

Evangelist Sought: Small, debt-free congregation 
needs energetic, motivated, family man with 
experience, committed to building relationships. 
Husband and wife resumes requested with transcripts 
and professionaVpersonal recommendations. Salary 
and start date negotiable. Oakhill Church of Christ, 
1344 S. Oakhill Ave., Janesville, WS 53546. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Gospel preacher looking for small congregation that 
can't furnish full support and who desires to be taught 
the TRUTH. Charlie Summers, 213 W. Barstow Ave., 
Fresno, CA. 93704-2020 or call collect 209-431-6279. 
NO moving expenses. 

Mature, energetic minister with strong academic 
credentials and interpersonal skills seeks counseling, 
education, or involvement ministry with congregation 
led by motivated, benevolent shepherds. Direct 
inquiries to: Firm Foundation, P.O.Box 210876, 
Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

FOR SALE 
FOR SALE: HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM, 
A critique of subjectivism in Biblical Interpretation. 
$9.00ppd. to Major Premise Books, 11026 Wurzbach 
Road, San Antonio, TX 78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfmders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

RALEIGH SINGERS have funeral tapes for sale. 8 
tapes-2 songs each tape. (Ideal for congregations who 
need singers for funerals.) $38.00ppd. Also other tapes 

of scriptural gospel songs. $6.00 each ppd. Raleigh 
Church of Christ, 3213 Raleigh-Millington Rd., 
Memphis, TN 38128 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 
to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 
92324. 

NEW TRACT! The Gift of Acts 2:38-39. $3.00 per 
dozen or $25.00 per 100. Order from: Wayne 
Price, Box 760, McLoud, OK 7485 I. 

"From Riches to Poverty to Glory" used as a 
textbook for some "Life of Christ" courses at Freed
Hardeman University. Popular for ladies Bible classes. 
A chronological study through Matt., Mk., Lk., and 
Jno. "A most helpful commentary." Hardback $9.95 
plus $1.00 shipping. H.B. Frank Jr. (author), 216 
Hamlett Ave., Henderson, TN 38340. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
WANTED: group of 30-35 energetic Christians have 
located a full-time evangelist. A great desire/potential 
to spread God's word in town of 12,000 people exists 
in central Iowa. Congregation formed 1977. Church 
building and programs already in existence. Urgently 
need support for evangelist totaling $25,000 annually. 
Contact Ron Melvin, 1591 W 6th Ave., Indianola, 
Iowa 50125. 515-961-7004. 

ADMINISTRATOR/CARETAKER. FORT HILL 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP, Hillsboro, OH. Duties: 
Overseeing camp program, maintenance, promotion 
and fund raising. Salary negotiable. Home furnished. 
Send resume to: Bob Manasco, P.O. Box 410, Sardis, 
Ohio 43946. 614-483-2363. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 
Avondale-an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Drive, DccallJr, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. 
An easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more 
in your congregation. Elders or church leaders write 
for free information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 Vandegrift 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Please give us the books and Bibles you no longer 
need or use, and we will ship them to missionaries 
and schools of preaching overseas. Attalla Church of 
Christ, 503 Hughes Ave., Attalla, AL 35954. 205-
547-8053, 205-538-1837. 

Our anticipated financial support has failed to 
materialize! A group of 7 Christians, Patrick Co., 
Virginia, struggling to start a congregation near Patrick 
Springs, needs assistance with expense of leasing a 
building. For information contact Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 460, Patrick Springs, VA 24133-0460 or 
call Lewis Knight, 703-694-2488 before 2 P.M. 
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Firm Foundation Bible Correspondence Course 
Sixteen Bible Lessons Written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges oflsrael to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each. 
Answer sheets included free upon request. 

Order from 
Box 210876 Bedford, TX 76095-7876 817-498-8512 
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Do We Know God? 
By Carl G. Hecker 

A basic understanding of the true nature of our God 
can come only from the Bible. Our ideas of him de
velop over years of spiritual growth. If our fundamental 
understanding is wrong, we will never come to an ad
equate appreciation of what he requires of us. The fol
lowing simple thoughts seem helpful in searching for 
deeper insight from the scriptures. See if you agree. 

The Godhead 
A clear, simple concept of the God of the Bible is 

essential to the proper faith and practice of the religion 
of Christ. The Hebrew word translated God (Elohim) in 
Genesis 1:1 is plural in number. It shows plurality in 
the persons of God. The New Testament also presents 
the same idea (John 1:1-14). 

We ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto 
gold or silver or stone, graven by art and man's device 
(Acts 17:29). Material representations of the Divine 
Being are idolatry (Exodus 20:4-6). God is spirit and 
we must not allow ourselves to think otherwise (John 
4:24). 

God (Elohim) has revealed himself as three persons. 
Each one in the Godhead is a distinct person but always 
one in action, thought, and purpose with the other two 
in the Godhead. These three persons always moved in 
perfect unity, with each having a specific identity and 
work apart from the others. 

The Father is the designer. The Son, (also desig
nated the Word) is the executor. The Holy Ghost is the 
organizer. When we read of God in the Bible, it always 

helps to have these basic thoughts in mind: God, the 
Father, as Designer; God, the Son, as Executor; God, 
the Holy Ghost, as Organizer. 

We see these three in the redemption of mankind. A 
proper understanding of their individual roles in this 
divine plan is essential to overcoming the often confus
ing and always conflicting denominational doctrines so 
prevalent today. 

Our God in Redemption 
We would expect to see the same unity of purpose 

and the definite assigned work in the revelation and 
enforcing of the scheme of redemption. The Father is 
the designer, the planner (Eph. 3: 11; II Tim. I :9). It was 
his eternal purpose. lt was his grace and it was to be 
expressed in his gospel (Titus 2: II). 

The Son is the one who executes by taking the form 
of a man (John 1: 14) and dying on the cross to save all 
mankind (I Tim. 1: I5). The Holy Ghost then did his 
divine part by revealing the r~asonable and orderly plan 
in the New Testament. He did this by inspiring the 
apostles of Jesus. 

Jesus gave the promise of the Father (infallible guid
ance) to his chosen apostles just before returning to the 
Father (John 14:25-26; Acts 1 :4-9). The Comforter was 
to guide them into all truth. This he did. He then con
firmed the word with gifts of signs and wonders and 
with divers miracles (Hebrews 2: 1-4 ). The person of the 
Holy Ghost is always in the masculine gender (he or 
him). He is always singular in number. He revealed the 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Is the Church a 
Deno01ination? 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Dictionary definitions: 
"Denominate ... to name ... to give a specified name 
to .... " 
"Denomination ... the act of denominating ... the name 
of a class of things .... " 
"Denominational. .. sectarian .... " 
"Denominationalism ... a denominational system. .. 

division into denominations .... " 
"Denominator ... divides the numerator ... . " 
If a numerator is the whole pie, then a denominator is a piece of the 

pie ... a division ... a small part cut off. .. a fragment. The church is the 
whole spiritual body of Christ. A denomination of it is a small part of 
that body and becomes a party in the worse sense of that term. It is a 
faction. 

G. C. Brewer put it this way: 
"If a man sees I am a preacher, his first question is, 'So you are 

a preacher; of what denomination?' 

'"I belong to the church of Christ. ' 

'That ends the conversation, and I have permitted him to think 
that I am a member of a denomination. But if I say I am not a 
member of any denomination, he thinks I am some sort of crank or 
else he thinks I am too discourteous to give him a civil answer and 
am trying to evade the question. He usually asks in surprise, 'What is 
your belief'?' My reply is, ' I believe the Bible. I follow its teaching; 
I am a member of the church of God. I am a Christian. ' 

. "He is certain to think one of two things: Either I am a fanatic, 
or I am a Campbellite and trying to start an argument...! may be as 
gentle as I can, but when I say I am not a member of any denomina
tion he cannot understand. 

"If I say the church of Christ is not a denomination, my denomi
national friends understand that I claim a certain sectarian body of 
people calling themselves the Church of Christ-a denomination de
nominated church of Christ- is not a denomination and to them it is a 
contradiction and a puzzle. If I can make them understand that I use 
the term church of Christ in its scriptural sense-to include all Christ's 
followers, all God's children; that I mean the same when I say church 
of Christ that I do when I say Christian religion then they will agree 
with me ... and are ready to say, ' I know the church of Christ in that 
sense, the great church of Christ... the universal church is not a de
nomination. ' Well, that is the sense in which we speak of it. 



Brewer added, "Do you admit that there are Christians among 
the denominations? No .. .if there are Christians in the denominations, 
I do not include them, for I am speaking of Christians who are not in 
a denomination-Christians who do not compose a denom
ination. .. Christians object to denominationalism. .. They are hostile to 
all denominations and may as well frankly state it .. Of course, we are 
not antagonistic to the people of the denominations for we love all 
and have ill will toward none, but I say again tonight that we are 
hostile to denominations because ... denominationalism is wrong. . .lt is 
contrary to the teachings of the scriptures and opposed to Christian 
unity" (Lecture delivered at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on the night of 
May 5, 1917, and published by F. L. Rowe in a book called 
Murfressboro Addresses.) 

The process of salvation is unmistakably plain in Holy Writ. The lost 
person must frrst know that he is a sinner. "For all have sinned, and fall 
short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23 ). 

The person convicted of sin must hear the gospel for it is God's 
power to save. "It was God's good pleasure through the foolishness of 
the preaching to save them that believe ... We preach Christ crucified .. the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God" (I Cor. 1:2I-24). Faith is 
necessary. "Without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him; 
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that seek after him" (Heb. II :6). "So belief cometh of 
hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17). People of 
sense and judgment upon hearing the gospel are compelled by the sheer 
force of its argument to accept it as true, and trust in God. 

Repentance is the next step in the salvation process. "God 
... commandeth men that they should all everywhere repent: inasmuch as 
he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in righteous
ness by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assur
ance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead" (Acts 
17:30-31). Repent because God commands it..and Jesus is coming 
again .. and the judgment is sure. 

The penitent believer is to confess Jesus as Lord. " ... With the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation" (Rom. 10: I 0). 

Baptism follows the confession and is the point at which salvation 
comes. Baptism washes sins away. Baptism is a burial and resurrection 
(Rom. 6:4-5). The sinner is buried by baptism in the likeness of the 
death of Jesus, and the saved is raised with him in the likeness of his 
resurrection. It is a co-resurrection. "Having been buried with him in 
baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through faith in the 
working of God, who raised him from the dead" (Col. 2: 12). In baptism 
we must have "faith in the working of God." Baptism must be in the 
right way (burial and resurrection) and for the right purpose (remission 
of sins). "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). Please note: a person must repent in 
order to obtain the remission of his sins; and a person must be baptized 
in order to obtain the remission of his sins. You must repent; you must 



be baptized,· both the repentance and the baptism must 
be for the remission of your sins. 

At baptism the sinner is forgiven, his spirit is born 
of the water; and God adds him to th~ church. "The 
Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved" 
(Acts 2:47). 

The baptized, penitent believer is saved. He's re
deemed! God adds him to the church. Still, he is not a 
member of any denomination. He is a part of the church 
universal but has joined no religious party. He is to 
assemble with those of like faith (Hebrews I 0:25) and 
therefore is part of a local congregation, but he is 
undenominational. Some ask if it is possible for a per
son aligned with a denomination to study the Bible, 
learn the plan of salvation, obey the commands of God, 
and be born again. The obvious answer is yes, but such 
a one will not continue in his denominational affilia
tion. He understands or will soon learn that denomina
tionalism means division, and division is sin. Besides, 
the denomination will not tolerate him. If he speaks his 
convictions, the denomination will drive him away. 

The Catholics accept sprinkling as an acceptable 
substitute for baptism. When they sprinkle, they think it 
is baptism (of course, it is not because baptism is a 
burial and resurrection). When Catholics sprinkle ba
bies, they think it is for the remission of sins. Catholics 
therefore teach salvation at the point of sprinkling, be
fore and without faith, or repentance. It is salvation by 
baptism only-baptismal regeneration. 

The vast majority of denominational bodies, in their 
adverse reaction to Catholicism, teach salvation at the 
point of faith, before and without baptism. Those aligned 
with the Protestant Reformation or the Anglican Refor
mation teach salvation by faith only through grace alone. 
The Bible says, "Y e see then how that by works a man 
is justified, and not by faith only" (James 2:24). 

It is highly unlikely that either a Catholic or a 
denominationalist would ever be baptized as a product 
of faith and to receive forgiveness of sins without aban
doning his sectarian stance. Should a person from either 
of these two divisions learn and obey the truth, it would 
be almost impossible for him not to recognize that his 
faith runs counter to his religious party's position. 

Undenominational Christianity pleads for meaning
ful unity because it calls for abandonment of all de
nominational ties and sectarian practices. If we follow 
the Bible--only this and nothing more-we will be united 
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with all others who just follow the Bible and nothing 
else. "If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (I John 1 :7). 
G. C. Brewer said, "I hope and pray that the time will 
come when there will be no denominations, but I do not 
hope to see all the denominations merge into one gigan
tic organization, one great denomination .. The more 
denominational we become, the farther away we get 
from Christian unity ... We can never have organic union. 
It would be a sad day for the world if we should have. 
The Christian religion is not organized. There is no 
organization known to the Bible larger than a local 
congregation. Every local congregation is an organiza
tion, with its divinely appointed officers-bishops and 
deacons--who have the oversight of that one congrega
tion. Still, it is independent of all other congregations, 
and its officers have no jurisdiction over any other as
sembly." 

This is an argument from silence. The Bible is ex
plicit in describing the organization of a local congrega
tion but is silent about the organization of the Christian 
religion or an ecclesiastical hierarchy. The Bible in
structs us about elders and deacons, their qualifications 
and duties (I Tim. 3:1-I4; Titus I:5-IO). Because of the 
clear commands about organization of a local congre
gation, and its silence about any organization on earth 
greater than the local church, the Bible forbids extra
congregational earthly organizations. 

The Bible makes no provision for a super-church 
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Thoroughly researched 
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organization on earth. Therefore it is wrong for a local 
church to attempt to discipline and control any other 
local church. Each congregation may mark and avoid 
false teachers (Rom. 16: 17) but lacks power to dictate 
to or discipline another congregation. 

Brewer put it this way: "Thank God we have no 
pope to boss us, no ecclesiastical court to try us and 
anathematize us, no council, convention, conference, or 
synod to make laws to bind our consciences, and no 
human creeds to trammel and hamper us in our search 
after the will of God." 

- more to come. 
11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77070 
(713) 469-3102 
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Do We Know God? 
(continued from page 1) 

word of God but he is not that word. The Holy Ghost 
has great influence but he is not merely an influence. 
The Holy Spirit is not some sort of "glorified it." 

The Holy Spirit possesses all the divine attributes 
equally with God, the Father and God, the Son. He is 
co-eternal, omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscient. He 
is a person of the Godhead. 

The term Holy Ghost equates with the expression 
Holy Spirit. They mean the same. The two English 
words translate one Greek word. He is a person and 
always functions as a person. He can be grieved (Eph. 
4:30). The Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit is one person the 
same as God, the Father, and Jesus Christ, the Son are 
individual persons (Eph. 4: 1-4). 

Just as one individual cannot dwell literally within 
another person, so neither God the Father, Christ the 
Son, nor the Holy Spirit dwells in us personally. Such 
divine indwelling is a beautiful expression pointing to 
the closeness of our relationship to them. When one 
misapplies these scriptures by making them literal, he 
not only comes up with conflicting and confusing de
nominational doctrines but deprives himself of the real 
beauty of the revelation! The indwelling of the Godhead 

can only be effected by the words of the Eternal One. 
When this word is in the heart of the sincere individual 
it is God dwelling in us and we in him! 

God dwells in us. Christ dwells in us. The Holy 
Spirit dwells in us. We dwell in them, that close! Such 
a close relationship is described by this beautiful and 
satisfying figure of speech. Other figures express the 
close relationship, such as we walk with him; he leads 
us; we are his sons and daughters. These physical, 
worldly images are descriptive of the spiritual. Our God 
is spirit (John 4:24). If any one of them is taken liter
ally, that conveys an unreasonable idea leading to con
fusion and often unwholesome superstition. Do not al
low this to happen to you. 
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A New Covenant Talmud? 
By Loran Gearhart 

Talmud means "study," and it embodies teachings 
of Jewish scholars in developing the laws of the Bible 
over a period of800 years (from 300 B.C. to 500 A.D.). 
Another definition of Talmud, is "oral law which 
supplements the written law." 

The ancient scholars were of the opinion that the 
Torah (Law), as Moses wrote it by inspiration, needed 
to be explained. For instance if the Torah, mentioned 
"tree," it was necessary for men to know what kind of 
tree was indicated. 

During the past six weeks, newspapers have printed 
items concerning a debate taking place in the denomi
nations. The Episcopalians are embroiled over ordina
tion of homosexuals. Some want to add a new "can
non," binding all clergy to "abstain from sexual rela
tions outside of holy matrimony." (Wyoming Eagle
Tribune 7/31/91, A.P. Phoenix, AZ). 

Church after church has assigned committees to re
search homosexuality, premarital or extra-marital sex, 
divorce, abortion, teen pregnancy, sexism, child and 
spouse abuse, and sexual misconduct ·of clergy. The 
"Reverend" Brenda Hunt, pastor of the predominantly 
gay Metropolitan Community Church of Ft. Worth, said, 
"Mainline churches are long overdue on making sexual 
studies." 

A report in the Presbyterian Church shocked parish
ioners with such statements as "What counts is not 
'who sleeps with whom,' or whether sexual activity is 
pre-marital, heterosexual or homosexual, but whether it 
is responsible, mutual, honest, and full of joy and car
ing." Next May's general conference of9 million mem
bers of the United Methodist Church will decide whether 
to remove the condemnation of homosexuality from 
church Jaw. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ex
pects to vote next year on a report that would challenge 
the traditional church standing of limiting sexual rela
tions to heterosexual marriage. 

The American Baptist Churches, at a national meet
ing this month, appointed a committee to study issues 
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of human sexuality. (Wyoming Eagle-Tribune 6/15/91 
and Fort Worth Star-Telegram). 

Please note that not one word was printed about 
salvation of the soul in any of these articles. What was 
noted was the danger of "turning oft" members and 
causing them to leave. "Affluent church members have 
more choices on what to do with their weekends." "A 
lot of people will just silently decide not to tithe, not to 
give, or just drift away from the church." 

No one advised a study of the scriptures. Obviously 
the Bible is not a part of their discussions. One state
ment did say that traditionalists back their stand on 
Leviticus 18:22, which condemns homosexuality, and 
on other Old and New Testament scriptures. 

Evidently modem Christian leaders are saying about 
the new covenant what Adin Steinsaltz said about the 
Torah. It is a possibility that there would arise problems 
that could not be solved by mere perusal of the text and 
more expert knowledge is called for (human knowl
edge). 

The denominations seem to be writing their own 
Talmuds. How about the Lord's Body? 

During the past year or two we have seen and heard 
much discussion about the "New Hermeneutic.'' It 
seems that some not-so-ancient scholars have decided 
that the New Covenant laws are impossible to under
stand, and to be of value must be changed by taking 
into consideration the likes and dislikes of modern man. 
Since "love" is a much stressed word in modem reli
gious endeavor, (as well it should be), we must depict 
Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God. Should someone dare 
to mention that Jesus Christ is also the Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah, the cry goes up "Negative preaching!" 

New Testament books were penned by inspired men 
and are the Word of God. Even though the Bible says 
we can understand God's word (2 Peter 3: 16; 2 Timo
thy 2: 15), there are many who do not want to spend 
time in study. 

Having itching ears, they follow after a new henne
neutic (2 Timothy 4:3). They look for new thoughts 



that will make Bible teaching fit their lazy, sensuous 
life style instead of trying to conform to the life style 
taught by Jesus and the apostles. 

Much has already been committed to print. Who 
can say how many volumes will be needed to bring 
about complete apostasy? 

Moses wrote of the process, "If you will not hear
ken unto me ... will not do all these command-

ments ... rejec( my statues ... your soul abhor mine 
ordinance ... break my covenant .. ! will appoint terror over 
you. .. even consumption and fever ... ye shall be smitten 
before your enemies" (Lev. 26:14-17). 

1023 Baldwin Drive 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 
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Are You in Tune? 
By J. A. McNutt · 

In 1969, when I was editing and publishing The 
Bible Beacon the following story came to my attention .. 
A radio station received a letter from a lonely cowboy 
in the far west. He made a strange request: "My old 
fiddle is out of tune and I am far from a piano, so on 
your next broadcast would you please strike 'A' so I 
can get back in tune again." 

Sin in the City 
You don't have to be isolated to be out of tune. 

Some who live in the crowded confmes of our great 
cities are sadly out of tune in their daily lives. Some are 
so deeply involved in drugs and dissipation that they 
have lost touch with reality. Many of them have lost 
respect for human life and do not hesitate to rob and 
kill. They feel no shame and show no mercy; the aged 
and infmn and little children are brutalized by these 
criminals. These are depraved sinners, but it is also true 
that "all have sinned, and come short of the glory ·of 
God" (Rom. 3:23). All men need a Savior. So, Christ 
died for all (1 Cor. 15:3; .Matt. 26:28). 

"God is not willing that any should perish, but is 
longsuffering toward us, and desires that all should come 
to repentance" (2 Pet. 3 :9). If we do not repent, we 
shall perish (Luke 13:5). The wages of sin is death 
(Rom. 6:23). Therefore, all gospel preachers need to 
strike "A" on the everlasting instrument of the word of 
God, by the power of which all can be brought back in 
tune with God. 

The Wayward Child of God 
There are once-faithful children of God who have 

stopped serving their Lord. Discord and confusion reign 

in their. lives. They have lost the joy of fellowship with 
their brethren and are out of tune with the Lord, who 
died for them. Yet, there is hope for them if they will 
repent and pray to the Lord for forgiveness. God loves 
them and longs for their return (I John 1 :9). Remember 
our Lord, as the Good Shepherd, left those that were 
safe in the fold, to seek the one lost sheep (Luke 15:4-
7). In the parable of the prodigal son, the father was 
happy to receive the penitent child. He ran out to meet 
his wasteful boy (Luke 15:11-31). There were much 
rejoicing and a glad reunion, symbolizing God's delight 
when his wayward child comes home. 

.Worship Services Out ofTurie 
There is a place for mechanical music to entertain 

and soothe the spirit of a lonely cowboy out on the 
range, if he can get his fiddle in tune. The piano appeals 
to those who desire to be entertained in social gather
ings, but even that may be abused. Still, machines have 
no place in the spiritual nature of Christian worship. 

Where is the New Testament authority for the use 
of mechanical instruments in the worship of the church? 
Do we have the right to introduce anything into the 
work and worship of the church without Bible author
"ty? 1 • 

A Presbyterian scholar, Professor John L. Girardeau, 
of Columbia Theological Seminary, in his book, Instru
mental Music in Public Worship, wrote, "The principle 
of the discretionary power of the church in regard to 
things not commanded by Christ in his Word, was the 
chief fountain from which flowed the gradually increas
ing tide of corruptions that swept the Latin church into 
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apostasy from the gospel of God's grace. And as surely 
as causes produce their appropriate effects, and history 
repeats itself in obedience to that law any Protestant 
church that embodies that principle in its creed is des
tined sooner or later, to experience a similar fate" (Page 
24). He points out that "organs, candles, vestments, 
and finical trumpery" were introduced by the Roman 
Catholic church and "marks the trend backward to the 
Rubicon and the seven hill mart of souls" (Page 25). 

Paul said in Ephesians 5:19 that we should make 
melody in our hearts unto the Lord. The heart is the 

instrument that should accompany our singing. The In
dependent Christian Church, the Disciples, and most 
denominations are not only out of tune with the scrip
tures, but they are playing on the wrong instrument. 

Strike "A" on the piano and help the lonely cow
boy get his fiddle in tune, but don't bring his fiddle into 
the worship of the New Testament church. 

2997 Overbrook Cove 
Memphis, TN 38128 
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Where Would Jesus Place Membership? 
By Allen Webster 

(Please read Revelation chapters two and three) 

There is about as much variety now a days in con
gregations as there is in the fast-food business. Churches 
come big and small; warm and cold; new and old. Some 
are bent on entertainment; others are evangelistic and 
missionary. There are liberal churches, sound churches 
and anti-churches. Some are active and working; others 
are happy just keeping the bills paid and the grass mowed. 

Over a lifetime, most Christians move several times 
due to school, marriage, and job opportunities. Usually, 
when a family moves into a community, they visit all 
area congregations to find one with which they feel 
comfortable and useful. They consider faithfulness to 
God's word, opportunities for service, friendliness, pro
grams of work, youth classes and activities, age make
up of membership, the leadership, the preacher, and the 
building's location. 

If Jesus were seeking to place membership with a 
congregation, what kind would he choose? Once he 
gave an appraisal of seven churches located in the same 
geographic area (Rev. 2-3) and, from careful study, we 
find what Jesus looks for in a church today ( Heb. I 3:8). 

Jesus Wants a Church. .•• 
That Has Not Left Its First Love (2: I -8). Jesus told 

the church at Ephesus to repent of bad attitudes. "Heart 
trouble" concerns God. He will not accept right actions 
springing from insincere hearts. Christ wants his church 
to be friendly, warm, and considerate of others. Non-
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Christians recognize that we are of Christ by our love 
(John 13:33-34). People want to be a part of a warm 
church where members genuinely love each other and 
are not afraid to show it (I Pet. I :22; Phil. 1 :5). All need 
to remember that the church is only as warm, loving, 
and friendly as each member! 

That Is Rich (2:8-11 ). The church at Smyrna did not 
have much money or an ornate building, but Christ said 
they were rich (2:9). Many today look for a church that 
is wealthy and has an imposing cathedral and an all
purpose gymnasilllll:. These do not impress the Lord. He 
wants churches faithfully to use funds and to be "rich in 
good works" and not big bank accounts and exces
sively fancy buildings. 

That Does Not Tolerate False Doctrine (2:12-I7). 
The church at Pergamos was too tolerant of those who 
taught the doctrine ofBalaam and the Nicolaitans. Christ 
said he hated these false teachings (3: 15), but the church 
of Pergamos wanted "to live and let live," be "broad
minded," and "not hurt anyone's feelings." They didn't 
realize that they were hurting God's feelings by dishon
oring his name, disregarding his truth, destroying his 
church, and damning innocent souls. 

We are to test preachers (1 John 4:I). We must 
mark and avoid those that cause divisions (Rom. 16: 17). 
Jesus wants followers who are set for the defense of the 
gospel (Phil. I: 17) and earnestly contend for the faith 



(Jude 3). We should not be a part of a church that 
invites or supports those who are not sound in the faith 
(Gal. 1 :6-9). God does not long tolerate those who toler
ate false teachers (2 John 9-11 ). 

That Does Not Fellowship the Immoral (2: 18-29). 
Jezebel worshipped at Thyatira and shamed Christ's 
church by her immorality (2:22-23). The Corinthian 
church had a similar problem with a member commit
ting adultery with his father's wife (1 Cor. 5:1). Paul's 
inspired solution was "deliver such an one unto Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus" (5:5). 

Today many churches openly fellowship those who 
are living in adultery (Mt. 19:9), allow immodest "pool 
parties" and near-naked "beach devotionals" ( 1 Tim. 
2:9; Mt. 5:28). Too few teach enough on the sanctity of 
marriage (Gen. 2:24) and the sinfulness of sexual activ
ity outside the marriage bed (Heb. 13:4). Christ is no 
more pleased with this than he was with the church at 
Thyatira. 

That Is Not Dead (3: 1-6). The church at Sardis had 
a reputation of being alive, but Jesus said they were 
dead. They looked for a busy social schedule, but Christ 
was looking for spiritual strength. Were they "zealous 
of good works" (Tit. 2: 14)? Were they interested in 
church growth, Bible study, supporting missionaries, 
inviting friends to visit, building up the faith of young 
Christians, helping widows and orphans, and encourag
ing the downtrodden? This is evidence of spiritual life. 

That Has Kept Jesus' Word (3:7-13). Every church 
is measured by the same ruler and is commended or 
condemned by how well they obeyed the truth. Jesus 
compliments the faithful church at Philadelphia because 
it was neither liberal nor anti, but scriptural. This should 
be one's first concern in a choosing a church home. Is 
the truth taught faithfully and do the elders insist that 
members obey it? If these questions can be answered 
affirmatively, that church pleases Christ and we can feel 
comfortable working and worshipping there. 

That Is Not Lukewarm (3: 14-22). Maintaining status 
quo is not enough; not going backward is not progress
ing; just reaching the line of scrimmage does not score 
touchdowns! Christ wants his people ever on the firing 
line, never satisfied while souls remain in Satan's 
clutches. A church full of Sunday-morning Christians 
made the Lord sick at Laodicea and still does today. 
Such are "spewed" from his mouth (3: 16). We must be 

careful that the cares of this world do not slow us down 
in heaven's race (1 Cor. 9:26-27), that the deceitfulness 
of riches does not blur our vision of spiritual things (2 
Cor. 5:7), and the pleasures of this world do not become 
more important than a favorable resurrection (He b. II :I 0; 
I John 2: 15-17).-We must be zealous, dedicated, enthu
siastic, energetic and "on fire" for every good word 
and work (2 Thess. 2: 17). 

Christ is choosing congregations today. He will not 
place his name on a church roll, but he is placing names 
on heaven's roll. He still removes candlesticks and blots 
out sinners from the book of life. Though each will be 
judged individually, the local church one attends may 
influence whether or not he goes to heaven. 

Let us make the church what Christ expects. Then 
there is no need for apology when someone visits and 
decides to work with us. For if it is good enough for the 
Lord, it is good enough for his servants! 

Rt. 1 Box 38 
Tiplers ville, MS 38674 
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• Practical experience 
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SCHOOL OF PREACHING & MISSIONS 

6608 BEAVER RIDGE ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37931 

(615) 691-7411-691-7444 
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Do you have a friend who would like a 
subscription to the Firm Foundation? 
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Sixth Annual Shenandoah Lectureship 
Biblical Ethics 

February 14-17, 1992 

Hear These Topics Discussed 
Applied Christian Ethics; Why We Need Special Revelation; The Divine Command View Defended; Marriage, Divorce, 
and Remarriage; Situationism; Instrumental Music: Wrong/Right?; No Other Gods Before Me; The Bible as an Ethical 
Text; You Shall Not Make an Idol; Do Not Take God's Name in Vain; Civil Disobedience; You Shall Not Murder; 
Logic and Biblical Ethics; Building Your Children's Character From the Inside Out; You Shall Not Commit Adultery; 
Ethics for Preachers; Euthanasia (Mercy Killing); Recreational Use of Drugs; Our Ethical Model: Jesus; Respect of 
Persons; Abortion; You Shall Not Bear False Witness; You Shall Not Covet; What the Bible Says About the Poor; You 
Shall Not Steal; Homosexuality; Beautiful Beatitudes of the Bible. 
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Printed Text of the Lectures Is 820 Pages 
Order Yours Today--We Will Send and Bill 

Included in the lectureship book are many other manuscripts relating to "Biblical Ethics." 
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(Actual Size 4 • X 8 y, · ) 
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Gainesville, Texas 76240 

(817) 665-3519 
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Shenandoah Church of Christ 
11026 Wurzbach Rd. 

San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512) 696-5532 

Terry M. Hightower, Director 

A Needed Booklet - .lust Released! 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Brother Tommy Hi~ks' tract entitled "Ma r
riage. Divorce, and Remarriage" is a concise 
and thorough study of what continues 10 be 
a much negh:<ted. misunderstood and 
abused subject. While cle:~rly selling forth 
and upholding the truth on the subject, 
brother Hicks exposes e rroneous lc:'lching 
concerning the same. It is good 10 see a 
tract o f this c:tlibcr from the capable pen o f 
brother Hicks. I commend this timely and 
important study lo all who desire lo do what 
is right as the Bible defines "the right.· 

David P. Brown 

Having read and studied brother Tommy 
Hicks' new tract on Marriage, Divorce, and 
Remarriage, I fi nd it well resC3rched , correct
ly reasoned and true 10 the Book. It dC3ls 
with a critical subject that is dividing the 
church today. I wish for it the widest circula
tion possible. 

Andrew M. Connally 

Brother Tommy J . Hicks has discussed 
"Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage· in a 
superb fashion. He has taught the truth , and 
exposed error with Christian finnncss and 
kindness. I unhesitatingly recommend his 
tract on "Marriage. Divorce. and Remarriage. • 

Garumd Elkins 

Tommy Hicks' outstanding study o f Mar
riage. Divorce. Remarriage should be rend· 
by a ll who arc concerned about truth and 
righteousness. T here is a veritable hullaba
loo of voices s pe3king aU manner o f far
fetched things about what is really a s imple 
proposlllon-Qnc man. for one woman, fo r 
life, with one exception. A clarion vo ice in 
the midst of a ll this confusion is refreshing. 

H.A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The content of this tract is excellent and 
timely. There arc many brief trC3tmcnts o f 
Matthew 19:9 in print that arc good, but I 
would rate this one among the best . It 
deserves a wide distribution. 

H. W. (Dub) McClish 

I have rc:'ld with care this fmc material on 
Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage by b rother 
Hicks and recommend it very highly . He did 
his homewo rk before he look up his pen to 
write. It will enlighten all who read it. I am 
happy lo commend it lo every serious stu
dent of God's word . 

-------::-::--..!.:R~o~bert R. Tay/Qr, Jr. 
.50 each 

5.40 per dozen 
40.00 per hundred 

(Plus Posrag~ & Handling) 



Garnett Road Church Splinters 
By Howard Horton 

The Tulsa World in its December 22, 1991, edi
tion carries an article captioned, "Christ Community 
Church to Hold Formal Opening at Holland Hall." 
The article reports, "Christ Community Church ... has 
been created by a group breaking with tradi
tion ... Heading the new congregation will be Jay Utley 
and Chuck Adair, both previously with the Garnett 
Road Church of Christ." 

The newspaper reports that the new non-traditional 
church will have early Sunday services consisting of 
"worship, communion, expository teaching, and 
prayer." 

How untraditional can you get? 
The Tulsa World says that "Utley comes from a 

long line of Church of Christ ministers ... and attended 
Oklahoma Christian University. Adair attended David 
Lipscomb University." 

The paper quotes Utley as saying, "Looking back 
we saw some constraints we didn't understand. And 
because of some of the constraints, we could not grow 
up ... Those constraints include not using instrumental 
music or allowing women to participate in worship 
services." 

Jay Utley said, "We ... try to put ourselves in the 
shoes of the unbeliever." 

Well, rest assured you have definitely put yourself 
in the shoes of the unbeliever, and for that I am sorry. 

912 East Teresa 
Sapulpa, OK 74066 

(Editor's comment: These two ministers report 
they could not grow up because they had neither gui
tars nor women preachers. If they did not grow up, 
they are still children. Anyhow, they act like children. 
Marvin Phillips is the preacher for the Garnett Road 
church-the source of this division. Brother Phillips 
wrote a book entitled Don't Shoot. We Both Mav Be 
on the Same Side. Phillips makes the argument that 
use or non-use of instrumental music in worship is a 
matter of conscience. If your conscience does not ac
cuse you for using mechanical instruments in wor-

ship, then tune up the 11Sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer 
and .. fall down and worship the golden image .... " If 
you have qualms about mechanical music in worship 
of God, then leave it off. According to Marvin Phil
lips, it is not a matter of right and wrong but opinion 
and compunction. He also says, on the basis of Ro
mans 14:1-4, that he who attempts to worship God 
with the harmonica is the strong brother, but the per
son who refuses to do so because the New Testament 
commands only singing is the weak brother. Phillips' 
book was published and promoted by the Independent 
Christian Church and is his apology to these piano
playing defectors who fragmented the restoration about 
100 years ago. The Utley-Adair faction is the logical 
result of Phillips ' instruction. These children are 
merely putting into practice what Phillips taught. 
Marvin also says in his little book that hard-nosed 
brothers who insist on a "thus saith the Lord" are 
unloving and are splintering the church. Question: 
What caused Garnett Road to splinter? -Dobbs.) F 
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I. 

Holy Spirit in the New Testament 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Introduction 
A. The writers of the Old Testament 

looked for a time when the Holy Spirit 
would do a greater work than was done in 
their day. 

B. They stressed the importance of words that 
would be spoken and written because of the 
work of the Holy Spirit. Consider the impor
tance of the words of revelation. 
1. "The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is 

upon me; because Jehovah hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind 
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening 
of the prison to them that are bound; to 
proclaim the year of Jehovah's favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all that mourn; to appoint 
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give 
unto them a garland for ashes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness; that 
they may be called trees of righteous
ness, the planting of Jehovah, that he 
may be glorified" (Isa. 61: 1-3). 

2. The context of this passage shows these 
words were spoken to Judah before the 
Babylonian captivity and refer to the 
restoration and rebuilding of Jerusalem 
and the temple but have a second and 
ultimate fulfillment in Jesus (See Luke 
4:16-21). The message was from "the 
Spirit of the Lord Jehovah." 

C. The power and importance of the revealed 
word is emphasized. The word heard, 
revealed, preached, believed and obeyed is 
dominant. 
1. Matthew 4: 12-17 and Isaiah 9:1-2-

J esus began to preach. 

2. Matthew 11:2-6; Isaiah 35:5-10---gospel 
is preached. 

3. Matthew 12:15-21 andisaiah42:1-4-Je
hovah' s servant shall declare judgment. 

4. Matthew 13:14-17 and Isaiah 6:9-10-
see, hear, believe. 

5. Matthew 13:35 and Psalms 78:1-3-
teach and reveal. 

6. Luke 4:16-21 and Isaiah 61: 1-3-preach 
good tidings. 

7. John 12:37-41 and Isaiah 53:1; Isaiah 
6:9-10-a message is to be believed. 

D. The Bible deals with the message more than 
the messenger. The real messenger was the 
Holy Spirit, and, being God, he is deep, 
inscrutable, and incomprehensible, but we 
can grasp the words the Holy Spirit revealed. 

II. The Holy Spirit and the Word in the New 
Testament 
A. John the Baptist was a forerunner. 

1. He was filled with the Holy Spirit from 
birth (Luke 1: 15). 

2. He was to prepare the way for Messiah 
(Isaiah 40:3). 

3. He would tum the hearts of the people 
to God (Malachi 4:5-6). 

4. He did his work by exhortation and 
preaching (Luke 3: 18) 

B. The work of Jesus was planned by God. 
1. "He that hath received his witness hath 

set his seal to this, that God is true. 
For he whom God hath sent speaketh 
the words of God: for he giveth not 
the Spirit by measure. The Father 
loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hand. He that believeth on the 
Son hath eternal life; but he that 
obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him" 
(John 3:34-36). 
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a. Note: Jesus is the one God sent. 
Jesus spoke the words of God: for 
(the reason is) he (God) giveth not 
the Spirit by measure. Obviously, 
the one who spoke the words of 
God, is the one who received the 
Spirit without measure-Jesus 
received the spirit without 
measure. 

b. Others must have received the 
Spirit by measure; otherwise it 
does not make sense to say Jesus 
had an immeasurable measure of 
the Spirit. 

2. Emphasis was put on the teaching (the 
words) of Jesus: "Never man so spake" 
(John 7:46). 
a. "The multitudes were astonished 

at his teaching" (Matt. 7 :28). 
b. "Hear ye him" (Matt. 17 :5). 
c. "Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and 

do not the things which I say?" 
(Luke 6:46). 

d. "Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is 
in heaven. Many will say to me in 
that L.Jy, Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy by thy name, and by thy 
name cast out demons, and by thy 
name do many mighty works? And 
then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity. Every one 
therefore that heareth these words 
of mtne, and doeth them, shall be 
likened unto a wise man, who built 
his house upon the rock" (Matt. 
7:21-24). 

e. "It is the spirit that giveth life; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words 
that I have spoken unto you are 
spirit, and they are life" (John 
6:63). 

f. "No man can come to me, except 
the Father that sent me draw him: 

and I will raise him up in the last 
day. It is written in the prophets, 
And they shall all be taught of 
God. Every one that hath heard 
from the Father, and hath learned, 
cometh unto me. Not that any man 
hath seen the Father, save he that 
is from God, he hath seen the 
Father" (John 6:44-46). 

g. "Jesus said unto them, If God 
were your Father, ye would love 
me: for I came forth and am come 
from God; for neither have I come 
of myself, but he sent me. Why 
do ye not understand my speech? 
Even because ye cannot hear my 
word. Y e are of your father the 
devil, and the lusts of your father 
it is your will to do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and 
standeth not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his 
own: for he is a liar, and the father 
thereof. But because I say the 
truth, ye believe me not. Which 
of you convicteth me of sin? If I 
say truth, why do ye not believe 
me? He that is of God heareth the 
words of God: for this cause ye 
hear them not, because ye are not _ 
of God" (John 8:42-47) 

h. "If ye had known me, ye would 
have known my Father also: from 
henceforth ye know him, and have 
seen him. Philip saith unto him, 
Lord, show us the Father, and it 
sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, 
Have I been so long time with 
you, and dost thou not know me, 
Philip? he that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father; how sayest thou, 
Show us the Father? Believest 
thou not that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me? The words 
that I say unto you I speak not 
from myself: but the Father 
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abiding in me doeth his works'' 
(John 14:7-10; Amos 1:1). Daniel 
said, ''heard I the voice of his 
words" (Dan. 10:9). Balaam said, 
''The word that God putteth in my 
mouth, that shall I speak'' (Num. 
22:38). 

Comments on the Outline 
God instructs the people of earth through the medium 

of words. The Holy Spirit used words in instructing 
chosen leaders who repeated the words to the public. 
The words would sometimes come to the receiver 
through the eye, at other times through the ear, and 
occasionally the words were put in the mouth, but the 
message always came in the signs and symbols of ideas 
and was communicated to the people in words. 

"The words of Amos, who was among the herdsmen 
of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel.. .. ,, (Amos 
1 : 1 ). Daniel said, "heard I the voice of his words" 
(Dan.1 0:9). Balaam said, ''The word that God putteth 
in my mouth, that shall I speak" (Num. 22:38). 

The Bible stresses the importance of inspired 
writings. The New Testament says the Holy Spirit 
influences human minds through a medium, except in 
some miracles-miracles confined to the first century. 

God made the world by the creative power of his 
spoken word. God said, "Let there be light, and there 
was light." God said, "Let there be a firmament in the 
midst of the waters." God said, "Let the waters under 
the heavens be gathered together unto one place." God 
said, "Let the earth put forth grass, herbs yielding seed, 
and fruit trees bearing fruit after their kind, wherein is 
the seed thereof, upon the earth: and it was so." God 
spoke, and it was done. "By faith we understand that 
the worlds have been framed by the word of God" 
(Heb. 11:3). 

"... It is God, that said, Light shall shine out of 
darkness, who shined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ" (2 Cor. 4:6). Paul's argument is that the same 
God who called light out of darkness in the beginning, 
de- monstrated how weighty and mighty his word is, by 
gi~g the revelation of his gospel of salvation. We dare 
not ignore nor belittle it. 

The force of God's word is well documented in the 
Bible. The gospel is God's power to save (Rom. 1:16). 
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Still, some misguided souls call it ''the mere word" 
and ''the dead letter." Those who faithfully follow the 
teaching of the Bible are called strict constructionists 
and legalists. These terms are used in derision and are 
not unlike the Jews' calling Jesus a Samaritan to disgrace 
him. Jesus set the proper response pattern for us when 
he discounted their slap by saying they dishonored him 
and pointed out that he was doing his Father's will, but 
they were not so disposed. The apostle argues we do 
not handle the word of God deceitfully ... The gods of 
this world blind the minds of the unbelieving to prevent 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ .. We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the exceeding greatness of the power may be of God" 
(2 Cor. 4:1-7). He calls the scriptures ''the word of 
God .. the gospel of the glory of Christ .. a treasure ... an 
exceeding great power." 

We do not war according to the flesh, but "casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ; and 
being in readiness to avenge all disobedience, when 
your obedience shall be made full" (2 Cor. 1 0:5-6). 

Our obedience is to be full, complete, perfect. It is 
the Comforter-the Holy Spirit-who gives to us divine 
revelation. "Wherefore, even as the Holy Spirit saith, 
Today if ye shall hear his voice" (Heb. 3 :7). "Brethren, 
it was needful that the scripture should be fulfilled, 
which the Holy Spirit spake before by the mouth of 
David concerning Judas" (Acts 1: 16). ''The Spirit of 
Jehovah spake by me, And his word was upon my 
tongue" (2 Sam. 23:2). "But the Spirit saith expressly, 
that in later times some shall fall away from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons" 
(1 Tim. 4:1 ). 

The word of truth revealed by the Holy Spirit is 
sufficient and adequate to make sinners acceptable to 
God. We are not to follow the ambiguous leadings of 
doubtful feelings but are to submit to the absolute 
standard of scripture inspired of God. 

"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God" (Matt. 4:4). 

"Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth" 
(Matt. 6:10). 

"The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the 
soul: The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making 
wise the simple" (Psalms 19:7). 



"For whatsoever things were written afore
time were written for our learning, that through 
patience and through comfort of the scriptures we 
might have hope" (Rom. 15:4). 

"And that from a babe thou hast known the 
sacred writings which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. Every scripture inspired of God is also 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness. That the 
man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 3:15-
17). 

"It is the spirit that giveth life; the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the words that I have spoken 
unto you are spirit, are life" (John 6:63). 

"For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of 
death" (Rom. 8:2). 

"But he that looketh into the perfect law, the 
law of liberty, and so continueth, being not a 
hearer that forgetteth but a doer that worketh, this 
man shall be blessed in his doing" (James 1 :25). 

"For the word of God is living, and active, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of 
both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the 
thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb. 4:12). 

"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deluding your own selves" (James 1 :22). 

"Of his own will he brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits 
of his creatures" (James I: 18). 

"Seeing ye have purified your souls in your 
obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, love one another from the heart fetvently: 
having been begotten again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, through the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth forever, For, all 
flesh is as grass, and all the glory thereof as the 
flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower 
falleth: But the word of the Lord abideth for ever. 
And this is the word of good tidings which was 
preached unto you" (1 Peter I :22-25). 

"For seeing that in the wisdom of God the 
world through its wisdom knew not God, it was 
God's good pleasure through the foolishness of 
the preaching to save them that believe" (I Cor. 
1:21). 

"Wherefore putting away all filthiness and 
overflowing of wickedness, receive with meekness 
the implanted word, which is able to save your 
souls" (James 1 :21 ). 

John the Baptist and Jesus ofNazareth finished their 
God-given assignments through the power of words. 
The overriding importance of the message is prominent 
in the God-given scriptures (writings). As we look at 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the apostles 
of Jesus, certain disciples in the first century, and all the 
saved, we will understand more fully the Spirit's work 
of revealing, confirming, and protecting the plan of 
salvation as given in the new covenant. 

''Now I commend you to God, and to the word of 
his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 
{you} the inheritance among all them that are sanctified" 
(Acts 20:32). 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

10 Gospel Meetings Left in 1992 

Theme: "Restoring the New Testament Church" 

W. G. Haberman 
B.S.; B.A.; Th.M.; Ph.D.; Th.D. 
Graduate of the old Preston Road 

School of Preaching 
Kind, consetvative preacher with 20 years experience 

2314 Wood Meadow, San Antonio, TX 78232 
512-494-4543 or 512-966-6116 

THE DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL 
STUDY BIBLE 

Roy Deaver 
For fifty years of Bible study, preaching, and teaching the Word of 

God I have regarded THE DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE as being 
THE WORLD'S FINEST STUDY BIBLE. During these years I have also been 
a distributor of this wonderful Bible. 

For many, many years I have required that my students possess and 
use this Bible, together with the special WORKBOOKS which have been 
prepared to be used with this Bible. This is an unusually fine set of workbooks. 

I would like for you to have these excellent study tools for your very 
own personal home Bible study. 

There are different bindings available, different colors, and at different 
prices .. I strongly recommend the Number 100, black genuine Morocco grained 
leather. 

This Bible, the #100, sells for $65.00: the workbooks sell for $20.00, 
a set of four. 

· Be sure to include your check with your order. Please print your 
name and your mailing address (including your zip code and your telephone 
number). 

Postage is paid and delivery is guaranteed. 
BIBLICAL NOTES, 7401 GLENHAVEN PATH, AUSTIN, TX 78737 
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Remembering Our Goal 
By Robert C. Veil, Jr. 

To be successful in its mission, an organization 
needs a clearly defined goal. In the 1960's, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration developed the 
goal of transporting a man to the surface of the moon 
and returning him safely to earth. The success of the 
Apollo space missions is largely due to the wide
spread understanding and support of that clear goal. 
Successful individuals have specific goals. The winning 
track runner, for example, fixes attention on the finish 
line and pursues it relentlessly. 

Also, the Lord's church is successful and effective 
when it focuses on its goal. The more clearly we 
focus on the goal of the church and ignore sideline 
distractions, the more productive and fruitful the 
results. The ultimate goal of the church of Christ is to 
glorify God through obedience to his will. In the first 
chapter of Ephesians, Paul provides us with invaluable 
aid in focusing upon this vital goal. 

Ephesians 1 :4-6 informs us that the goal ~f 
glorifying God was established before God created 
the world. After pronouncing a blessing upon God, 
the Father, and acknowledging him as the source of 
spiritual blessings (vs. 3}, Paul sets forth why we 
(saints, vs. 1) are chosen in Christ: "to the praise of 
the glory of his grace" ( vs. 6). This "choosing" 
occurred "before the foundation of the world" ( vs. 
4). Thus, it was in the mind and purpose of God that 
man should bring glory and credit to him even before 
God created man. 

Many have pondered the question of why God 
created man. Surely God knew that man would sin 
and that the sacrifice of Christ would be required for 
redemption ( 1 :7). Yet, it was still "the good pleasure 
of his will" to bring man into existence. We may not 
know all of God's reasons. One thing is clear from 
Paul's words: Creating a people would bring glory 
and honor to God. God created man with a goal in 
mind. "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for· good works, which God afore prepared that 
we should walk in them" (Eph. 2:10). In Ephesians 
I : 12, we see that this marvelous goal is to be carried 
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out presently in our lives as Christians. Christians are 
those whose hope is in Christ, who have heard and 
believed the gospel, and who are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit through the revealed word (vv. 12,13). 

Our goal as saints is to glorify God. As with any 
objective, reaching it requires effort and practice. We 
do not glorify God in idleness. "The idle soul shall 
suffer hunger'' (Prov. 19: 15). Our very purpose is to 
be workers (Eph. 2:1 0). When the householder went 
into the marketplace at the. eleventh hour, seeking 
workers for his vineyard, he asked this telling question, 
"Why stand ye here all the day idle?" (Mt. 20:6). 
There is no indication in the parable that these 
individuals were affirmatively doing anything wrong. 
Their sin was in idleness-the failure to be active in 
the vineyard. Once in the vineyard, their abilities could 
be put to productive use to the glory of the 
householder. 

Christians are "in the vineyard of the Lord." But 
are we actively working for God's praise and glory? 
Merely being "in the vineyard" does not make 
workers. It is instructive to notice that in addressing 
those to whom the blessings of God's grace apply, 
Paul called the saints "the faithful in Christ Jesus" 
(Eph. 1 :1). To bring glory to God we must be saints, 
not in name only, but in faithfulness. In every activity 
of life, we should ask ourselves, "Is this helping in 
some way to glorify God? Are we advancing toward 
our goal as children of God?" 

Ephesians 1: 14 shows the goal realized in our 
final salvation in heaven. God, through the gospel, 
gives us the motivation to reach this goal. He allows 
us figuratively to see the goal as light at the end of a 
tunnel. "Having the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
that ye may know that is the hope of his calling, what 
the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints" 
(Eph. 1 : 18). We can· see our goal because God has 
revealed it to us (Eph. 1 :9,17). 

The goal of eternal salvation is not a mere wish or 
dream for the Christian. It is a definite goal toward 
which we can see ourselves advancing with the aid of 



Christ. Through the eye of faith we walk onward (2 
Cor. 5:7). Living faith gives us the assurance and 
conviction we need to journey confidently home (Heb. 
11:1 ). What a glorious occasion will be that reunion 
of the church with Christ, in the heavenly places, 
where the boundless glory of God will shine for all 
eternity! In this marvelous passage, God shows us the 
origin of the goal, our present progress toward it, and 

its final accomplishment in Christ. We are partakers 
of this great goal as we walk faithfully after him whose 
name we wear. For strength in this life, and eternal 
joys in a better life, may we continually remember to 
keep our eyes on the great goal of glorifying God. 

2 Public Square 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 
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If Any Man Speak 
By J. Shannon (Shan) Jackson 

One of life's grandest blessings is our ability to 
discuss with others. Speech, when correctly used, is 
of essential benefit. Used incorrectly, talk can do much 
harm. The difference between the two is often in the 
speaker's attitude and motive. The tongue is a "little 
member and boasts great things. See how great a forest 
a little fire kindles!" (James 3:5). Jesus asked the 
Pharisees, "How can ye, being evil, speak good 
things?" (Matt. 12:34). Christians must consider 
attitude in their speech and guard their words. 

We all should be impressed with the awesome 
power of the tongue. Improperly used, James says, 
the tongue can defile the whole body (James 3:6). 
Properly used speech can do much good. "Let your 
speech always be with grace,· seasoned with salt, that 
you may know how you ought to answer each one" 
(Col. 4:6). Consider the proper use of language. 

In teaching truth, we must "be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason 
of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear" ( 1 
Pet. 3:15). 

Here is the caveat. "If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God" (1 Peter 4:11). Jesus 
tells his disciples to "go and teach all nations" but 
their teaching is to be the things he "commanded 
them" (Matthew 28: 19). 

In 2 Timothy 4:2 Paul tells Timothy to "preach 
the word." He warns, "for the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to 
their own desires, because they have itching ears, they 

will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will 
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned 
aside to fables" (2 Tim. 4:3-4). 

A proper use for human speech is "speaking the 
truth in love" (Eph. 4:15). There is also occasion for 
sealed lips and answering not a word (See John 19:9). 
In worship of God, acceptable worship must be "in 
spirit and in truth" -correct in attitude and correct in 
action. The Bible names five acts of worship-singing, 
praying, teaching, communion, and giving. Singing, 
praying, and teaching require speech. "Teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord" (Col. 3:16). Bringing our feelings into sweet 
harmony with the words of a song, a public prayer, or 
the presentation of God's word shows our love for a 
loving God. 

In confession of Jesus, there are also five steps 
that bring salvation. The New Testament tells us to 
hear God's truth, believe it, repent of our unholy life, 
confess Jesus as Lord, and submit to water baptism. It 
is the acceptance and obedience of these steps that 
puts us "in Christ" (Gal. 3:26-27). 

Confession of Jesus as the resurrected son of God 
is to be verbal. "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thy heart that God 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation" 
(Rom. 10:9-1 0). 
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In defense of truth: Many problems facing the 
church today stem from our unwillingness to defend 
God's truth. A Christian is to be ready always to 
teach the truth and protect it. We fear and studiously 
avoid controversy to the disgrace of the gospel and 
our own shame. Argument for the sake of argument is 
infamy, but argument in defense of truth is honorable 
and necessary. We forget Jesus was a brilliant debater. 

Paul said that "in the defense and confirmation of 
the gospel" we are "partakers of grace" (Phil. I :7). 
Our knowledge enables us to approve the things that 
are excellent (and therefore disapprove things that are 
contrary to truth) that we may be "void of offence 
unto the day of Christ" (Phil. I: I 0). We must be 
"bold to speak the word of God without fear ... set for 
the defence of the gospel" (Phil. I: I4, I6). 

"Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write 
unto you of our common salvation, I was constrained 
to write unto you exhorting you to contend earnestly 

for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the 
saints. For there are certain men crept in privily, even 
they who were of old written of beforehand unto this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our 
God into lasciviousness, and denying our only Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ" (Jude 3-4). Yes, our speech 
is very serious business. Jesus said, "By thy words 
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned" (Matt. I2:37). Watch your mouth and 
pay attention to your words. "For everything there is 
a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven .. a 
time to keep silence, and a time to speak" (Eccl. 
3:I,7). What you say can condemn you! What you 
ought to say, but fail to speak, also can condemn you! 
Happy is silence in the face of slander and injustice. 

Box 904 
Palacious, TX 77465 

This Magic Moment 
By Phil Davis 

Shocked disbelief poured over the sporting world 
as "Magic" Johnson revealed he has the Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV}, contracted, he says, 
through illicit, heterosexual relations. The virus causes 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). It is 
a fatal sickness. We often see celebrities excused and 
praised though guilty of gross immorality. The attitude 
ought to be, "Shame, shame on you!" 

America proves her moralistic deterioration by 
romanticizing and glamorizing extra-marital sexual 
activity as though it was a sane course of coming-of
age for adolescents and the proper, profound expression 
of human emotion for unmarried adults. 

Pop music for generations has been full of these 
sentiments. Think of such songs as "Under the 
Boardwalk," "Will You Be Mine Tomorrow?" "This 
Magic Moment," and almost any song newer than 
these with the message excusing and promoting 
fornication. 

Rising to the top of the discussion is the subject 
of safe sex, meaning condoms. The risk may be 
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reduced, but it is by no means safe. Total abstinence 
from unlawful, sinful sex is possible and is the only 
safe course. 

God's plan for safe sex is a monogamous 
marriage-one man and one woman for life. 
Extramarital sex is condemned by the Bible. When 
one adds to the practical consideration of possible 
disease the ethical dimension, then the only sensible 
choice is to remain sexually inactive. "But, because 
of fornications, let each man have his own wife, and 
let each woman have her own husband" (I Cor. 7:2). 
I emphasize own wife and own husband. 

People will hail Mr. Johnson's admission as heroic 
and worthy, opening the eyes of the naive to each 
person's vulnerability to disease. He has not as yet 
made the more important admission that immorality 
led to his condition and that following Biblical 
directives could have averted this tragic waste of a 
human's life. "And likewise also the men, leaving 
the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one 
toward another, men with men working unseemliness, 



and receiving in themselves that recompense of their 
error which was due. And even as they refused to 
have God in their knowledge, God gave them up unto 
a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not 
fitting" (Rom. 1:27-28). The New Berkeley Version 
says "acquiring in their person the penalty that was 
coming to them on account of their wrong behavior." 

While Christians must be compassionate toward 
the grief of any person, let us not contribute to the 
prevailing attitude of the world around us which is 
the source of these problems. Let's tell our kids-and 
remind ourselves-that we are not to be "partakers of 
other men's sins: keep thyself pure" (I Tim. 5:22). 

"Wherefore, Come ye out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, And touch no unclean 
thing; And I will receive you" (2 Cor.6: 17). 

The person is admirable who says, "Sin caused 
my downfall. Don't make the mistakes I did." The 
one who admits only, "I got caught. Don't you be so 

careless as I was," is worthy of contempt. Perhaps at 
this moment our National Basketball Association hero 
is wondering if his sexual amours were "Magic 
Moments" after all. 

1505 Ke/lye Lane 
Seminole, OK 74868 

(Editor's note: Sports Illustrated reports, "When 
(Magic) Johnson returned to his home town of Lansing, 
Michigan, for Thanksgiving, he said in a television 
interview that he would begin emphasizing abstinence 
from sex outside of marriage rather than safe sex as 
the best way to prevent contracting the AIDS virus. " 
Newsweek answered the question "How to Lessen Your 
Risk" with "Don't do it: abstinence is the only thing 
that is completely foolproof." Newsweek also asserts, 
"Historically only the strong sanctions of religion and 

family have succeeded in reining in this primal force. '? 
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1935,1936,1937,1938,1939,1940 
By George DeHoff 

I preached in six meetings at Dell, Arkansas, and 
stayed in the home of Brother and Sister J. H. Brinn. 
We had wonderful visits together. I especially 
remember the delightful breakfasts of country ham 
and eggs, gravy and hot biscuits which Sister Brinn 
prepared, and we all enjoyed. Brother Brinn has 
already been called home, but Sister Brinn still lives 
in Blytheville, Arkansas. 

From Dell we went nearly every afternoon before 
the service to nearby Roseland to baptize, and on one 
occasion as I stood on the concrete platform at the 
Roseland Lake to baptize, as I raised my hand for the 
baptismal ceremony, I took a step or two backward 
and stepped off into 14 feet of water, where I 
disappeared. This gave me some publicity as brethren 
began to refer to me as the young preacher who 
baptized himself. 

In another incident from North Arkansas, at Ash 
Flatt, I was preaching in a meeting. We were baptizing 
in a creek just east of the town when a big cottonmouth 
snake stuck out his tongue at me all during the service, 

which I made quite short. After the service one of the 
brethren took his shot gun and attended to that snake. 

At Lepanto, Arkansas, in six meetings I baptized 
30 I people in Little River just under the bridge. Many 
of these were people leaving human denominations 
and obeying the gospel. 

The years have gone by, but these incidents from 
northeast Arkansas are still fresh in my memory. 

Just east of Lepanto a Methodist Church had me 
preach one night in their revival when their evangelist 
was ill. I spoke on "The Seed and What It Will 
Produce." It nearly produced a riot that night, but we 
baptized their Sunday School Superintendent. The 
Methodist bishop notified me never to speak in one 
of their buildings again. I promptly offered to speak 
in the yard the next time he spoke in the house, but he 
did not accept my offer. 

749 N. W. Broad Street 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
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Potpourri. •....•..•.. 
The Ear. •••• 

•"I wish to commend the splendid work you are 
doing with the Finn Foundation ... Enclosed is a check 
in the amount of $130.00 for ten subscriptions ... Keep 
up the good work" (L.W.M., OK) 

•''The Finn Foundation is on the cutting edge of 
truth and right. You are to be commended for the 
path it continues to pursue" (R.J., AL). 

•"We receive a bundle each month and they are 
always taken quickly. I hear many favorable comments 
about the paper" (G.C., MS, is right on target. It is a 
great paper." G.M., TX). 

•"We have heard nothing but good comments 
about the Firm Foundation for this past year. The 
articles are very good" (C.H., TX). 

•"We appreciate the excellent Firm Foundation. 
This publication needs to be in the hands of all 
Christians everywhere. It's absolutely unbelievable 
what's going on in the church today. Please enter a 
subscription for one year and let me have your 
invoice" (R.G.B., CT). 

•"I want you to know how much I appreciate the 
Finn Foundation, especially the soundness of the 
paper. I would not think about not taking the paper" 
(D.S., IN). 
The Mouth ••••• 

•"Fighting for the truth is almost a lost art. Men 
who are enjoying the benefits of the gospel unmixed 
with human error are enjoying these benefits because 
our fathers fought for the truth. Every inch of ground 
from that mysterious way of being saved, that was 
better felt than told, to the plain conditions of pardon 
as taught in the New Testament, was fought out for us 
by our fathers. If someone before us had not fought 
for the truth, most of us might yet be in the fog of 
denominational teaching. This is not the time to 
temporize or make friends with error" (F. B. Srygley, 
Gospel Advocate, 1928). 

•The church is growing in Romania. Thirty 
American Christians have had a personal stake in 
planting the seed and witnessing the birth and early 
growth of the Lord's church in Romania during 1991. 
The work in Bucharest began in the coldest weeks of 
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the year and met with the warmest response. Dale 
and Imogene McAnulty and Gerald and Ann 
Nichols are resident missionaries. Twenty-five 
American workers together with the four resident 
missionaries taught more than 500 Romanians every 
week during the last quarter. Attendance is en
couraging, with 250 meeting in a hall that will seat 
300. Two hundred have been converted, and there are 
new additions each week. A new congregation was 
begun in St. George north of Basrov and one in Sibu. 
Several cities are targeted for 1992. The number of 
new congregations and converts is limited only by the 
number of workers willing to go. Please contact 
Emmett Smith, 658 Greene 724 Road, Paragould, 
Arkansas 72450, Phone: (501) 236-3124 for more 
information or for a slide presentation. If you can and 
will spend May 13 to July 7 in Romania improving 
on this opportunity at a cost to you of $2,750.00, 
contact Gene Smith of Gospel Teachers Publications 
at 1-800-423-0196. 

•This is a story about four people named 
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. There 
was an important job to be done and Everybody was 
sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have 
done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about 
that, because it was Everybody's job. Everybody 
thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized 
that Everybody wouldn't do it. It ended up that 
Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what 
Anybody could have done (By the Unknown Author). 

•An article in Newsweek entitled "Brother, Don't 
Spare a Dime," warns that money given to 
panhandlers on the street does no good and much 
damage. L. Christopher Awalt warns, "Unless the 
homeless are willing to help themselves, there is 
nothing anyone else can do. Not you. Not me. Not the 
government. Not anyone." The apostle Paul said, 
"Study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and 
to work with your hands .. .If any will not work, neither 
let him eat." 



•Bill Hearn, an outstanding gospel preacher, has 
an excellent presentation entitled, "What Everyone 
Should Know About Mormonism." Bill also can give 
some firsthand infonnation about successful missionary 
programs and opportunities in Czechoslovakia. He can 
be contacted at 1314 South Green St., Salt Lake 
City, Utah 84105; Phone: (801) 484-7505. 

•The Hunter Station church in Montgomery, 
Alabama, is coordinating a very promising work in 
Russia. The door of opportunity is wide open. There 
are many needs. You can spend 7 working days in 
Moscow teaching the word to willing students at a 
cost to you of $1500.00; for only $1700.00 you can 
be there for 21 working days. To be put on the mailing 
list for Russian Good News contact Hunter Station 
Church of Christ, Rt. 6, Box 66-B, Montgomery, 
AL36108. 

• A Houston area Baptist church has started 
Saturday night worship services so the members would 
have Sunday entirely free to play racketball. 

•George F. Will wrote in Newsweek, A college
bound New York City student said he was glad the 
schools were distributing condoms because "I don't 
want to get no disease." Schools give children 
condoms before, or instead of, grammar. First things 
first." 
Book Reviews ••••• 

•Biblical Backgrounds of the Troubled Middle 
East, written by Guy N. Woods is an excellent 
treatment of the Middle East both past and present. 
The book is concise but amazingly comprehensive. It 
explains how things came to be the way they are in 
this section of the world and gives an account of 
Islam, including the Koran, Sunnis, Shiites, Zionist, 
PLO, and the Intifada. It gives a good perspective 
from the promises to Abraham to modern conditions, 
"including political, geographical and social details 
contributing to an understanding of ongoing problems 
in the Middle East." Published by Gospel Advocate, 
the book may be ordered from your local bookstore 
by calling 1-800-251-8446; price of the 90-page book 
is $5.95 plus $3.25 postage and handling. 

•Behold the Pattern, written by Goebel Music, is 
now available. Roy Deaver said of the book, "It is 
both positive and negative. Approximately the first 
one-half of the book is devoted to a thorough and 
devastating exposure of the false teachers among us-

some of the leading men in the current liberalism
and their false doctrines. The second one-half of the 
book is made up of a magnificent setting forth of 
great Bible doctrines now being attacked by so many. 
Brother Music emphasizes the pure gospel of Jesus 
Christ." The book may be ordered from Goebel Music 
Publications, 5114 Montclair, Colleyville, TX 76034, 
at a cost of only $5.00 plus $2.50 postage and handling. 
You will not be disappointed in this excellent, 660-
page, hardbound book. It is high quality both in 
contents and appearance. 

•Faith Healing, Fact or Fiction? by Waymon 
Miller is available from Plaza Press, P. 0. Box 35025, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74153 at a cost of $10.95 plus 
postage and handling. In this 286-page paperback 
brother Miller does an all-around good job showing 
the fallacies and false claims of modern day socerers. 
The book deals with whether miracles really happen 
in 20th century healing revivals; the multitude of 
failures; whether miracles continue; the psychology 
of modem faith healing; fraudulent practices in faith 
healing revivals documented. The book quotes Dr. 
Paul Brand, "The disease of cancer particularly may 
manifest strange and even permanent remissions ... But 
the remissions occur among Christians and non
Christians, with prayer and without prayer, and they 
represent a very small percentage of the people with 
cancer who have been prayed for." The book 
represents 50 years of research and study, is well
written, and is worth the reading. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Some Responsibilities of ( • ~y 

Being a Grandparent-2 
. 

~ ...... 

/ £ 
By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

When grandchildren come to visit, we should greet 
each one with joy and affection and make each feel 
that it is a great pleasure to have her or him. We 
should try to find time to spend with each one and to 
talk with her or him personally. As the child grows 
up , he might continue to talk openly with his 
grandparents, and this would be a most welcome and 
helpful habit. 

If the grandparents can find time, it would be 
good for them to sing with the children and to teach 
them songs about God's word and about Christian 
living. If they go for walks, the older should point out 
to the younger the beauties about them-the plants, 
the sky, the stars- and talk to them about the Creator 
of these beauties. 

There are Bible-related games which many 
children enjoy. If grandparents have access to Bible 
book stores or to catalogues which carry such supplies, 
it would be good for them to have such games and 
puzzles on hand. There are quiz card games, crossword 
puzzles, and jigsaw puzzles. 

Grandparents should, if they can honestly do so, 
show affection for each other. Though David's 
exultation was not directed toward the home, it is 
most certainly applicable there: "Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity!" (Psalms 133:1). The small ones should see 
that it is possible to have a happy marriage. Frequent, 
happy family get-togethers are important. This 
reinforces many aspects of family ties, helps fami ly 
members such as cousins know each other better, and 
provides many memories for later-in-life reminiscing. 

Grandparents should be reminded of the im
portance of not showing partiality toward some of the 
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children over others. This is most urgent when it 
pertains to the stepchild of a son or daughter. Also, 
we sometimes need to remind ourselves that the 
children who are the hardest to love usually need 
loving more than any others do. 

Anyone dealing with children should consider 
Paul's caveat to the Ephesians: "And, ye fathers, 
provoke not your children to wrath but bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition ofthe Lord" (Ephesians 
6:4). 

When a child feels that he has been dealt with 
unfairly, he sometimes builds an inner resentment that 
stays with him throughout his life and affects his 
future attitude and relationships. On the other hand, it 
is certainly not good for anyone to be over-indulgent 
toward a child; then he would expect to be pampered 
by everyone. 

If she or he is taught to do things for himself and 
to consider himself a worthwhile individual, he is more 
likely to develop enough self-esteem to live up to the 
standards which he has been taught and to reject those 
who tempt him to go contrary to Biblical principles 
which his parents and his grandparents have taught 
him. To have enough self-confidence to hold his body, 
his health, and his good morals in high regard is urgent. 

Solomon urged that parents "train up a child in 
the way he should go; and when he is old, he wi ll not 
depart from it" (Proverbs 22:6). Today, there are so 
many tugging influences that it takes the entire family 
to bolster and assist. 

We should all try to be like Abraham, of whom 
God said, "For I know him and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do 
justice and judgment" (Genesis 18: 19). Merely hurling 



words at the child will not accomplish this goal; there 
must be reading, discussion, and contemplation, as 
well as observable applications of these truths. 
· God told the children of Israel: "Only take heed 
to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget 
the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they 
depart from thy heart all the days of thy life; but 
teach them thy sons, and sons"' (Deuteronomy 4:9). 
If the children have not been taught, it is unlikely that 
their children will be taught. 

The pattern of truth will thus be dimmed until in 
two or three generations, it will be unidentifiable in 
that family. In Deuteronomy 6:2, the statement is 
reiterated as the parents are urged to teach "thy son 
and thy sons' sons, all the days of thy life; and that 
thy days may be prolonged." · 

If we are in doubt as to the occasions on which 
we should teach his truths, God has solved that problem 
for us, too: "And thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest 
up" (Deuteronomy 6:7). Our responsibilities in this 
area obviously last as long as we do. 

Actually, it is hard to know the limits, the metes 
and bounds, of grandparents' duties. We know of some 
things we should not do. We should not ever be critical 
of their parents; we should be careful in the way we 
spend money on the children. 

Our obligations do include reading God's word 
and ·praying with and for the children. Then we hope 
that the combined efforts of the entire family will 
bear beautiful, bountiful fruit. So far as I can tell, our 
duties as grandparents lie in the following areas: 

Teach the children fundamental Bible truths and 
try to think of ways to help them remember Bible 
facts and principles. 
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Be reassuring always insofar as each child's worth 
is concerned; a child who has self-assurance is not 
nearly so likely to feel that he must yield to pressure 
from those who taunt him and try to get him started 
on a path to self-destruction. 

Be supportive of the parents in their efforts for 
good. 

Be consistent in showing your love for the child; 
be sure never to show partiality for one or more of 
the children over the others. 

Don't let the child's parents impose upon you and 
change plans for your activities to keep the children 
while they go out. 

Do the children another favor by loving their 
parents in spite of their shortcomings-and show that 
you love them. 

Don't be overindulgent. 
In summary, love your grandchildren and teach 

them. P. 0. Box 8400 
Fort Worth, TX 76124 
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---Rebaptism---
---- By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs ---

Jimmy Allen's new book is Re-Baptism. It is 245 
pages in length and consists mostly of quotations. The 
book is an appeal for children of God to accept as 
saved all who are immersed to please God. This 
includes Baptists, Mormons, Pentecostals, and others. 

Allen quotes one respected teacher as saying, 
"That we may have a practical application 

of our conclusions, let us now suppose that a 
Baptist presents himself for membership with 
us, and we attempt to decide upon the validity 
of his immersion. We find that he was a believer, 
and a penitent, before he was immersed. He did 
not make the confession in express terms, but it 
was because he was not required to do so, the 
preacher having become satisfied with his faith 
through other evidence. He believed that his sins 
were pardoned before he was immersed, and said 
so: but this was a mistake, not an omission of 
any duty, unless it be the duty of understanding 
the scripture. But this duty is not peculiarly 
connected with immersion, and we have seen 
that its omission cannot invalidate the immersion. 
Now, then, the man had performed every duty 
appointed for him in the scripture, and, as we 
have argued above, it is most unreasonable to 
suppose that his sins are still unforgiven. The 
Baptist preacher who immersed him did wrong 
in not taking his confession and in deceiving 
him as to the time at which he was pardoned. 
He also induced him to weep and pray at the 
mourning bench, which was not required of him. 
But grievously as he may have failed of his duty 
in these particulars, his failure cannot attach to 
the immersed who did his whole duty. I conclude, 
therefore, that the supposed Baptist brother is a 
pardoned man, though he is mistaken as to the 
time of his pardon, and should be instructed upon 
that point" (Re-Baptism, By Jimmy Allen, pp. 
95-96). 

Allen quotes this with approval and offers no 
criticism of the statement. He uses it as an illustration 
of what he understands the Bible to teach. He also 
associates with his astonishing position every 
administrator of Harding University, both past and 
present. From A. S. Croom to David Burks-the first 
to the present president of the school-Allen includes 

24 Februtuy 1992 
Firm Foundation 

them all and declares proudly they all agree with him. 
He implicates George Benson and Clifton Gainus, men 
most of us know as the more recent administrators of 
Harding. Allen opens the grave and calls up great 
men of the past and declares they stood with him to a 
man. He quotes them. We do not know whether or 
not the quotations are correct, whether or not they are 
in context, whether or not the person ever changed his 
mind, whether or not they were even talking on the 
same subject as Allen. For instance, many of us 
opposed the Crossroad's practice of baptizing and 
rebaptizing and rebaptizing the rebaptized-that has 
nothing to do with whether a Baptist is saved by his 
denominational baptism. 

Allen's technique is to cite a long list of names 
and claim their endorsement. He thinks this dignifies 
his position. So, he claims them all ... every president 
of Harding, and many, many names of admired 
teachers long dead. They cannot speak for themselves 
and correct the record, if it needs correcting. Very 
unfortunate. 

Besides, it makes no real difference. Men are not 
authority in matters of religion. Only God, speaking 
to us through his written, certified word, is authority 
in the church .. To cite human leaders and loftily claim 
their endorsement is heavily denominational. 

Denominationalism is following human leaders
preferring them to divine testimony-and, as a result, 
creating a faction. It is not denominational to follow 
just the Bible and make God's revealed word the 
standard. I plead for the Bible and the Bible alone. It 
may be permissible to quote from some man if his 
statement explains a passage of scripture and helps 
people better understand the Bible. If, on the other 
hand, the purpose is merely to count noses and say, 
"See how many agree with me .. .I must be right, " 
that is very denominational. 

Allen assures us he did not write the book to 
"soften up our people for the acceptance of 
instrumental music in worship .. .l cannot cat
egorically say, as some do, that all brethren who 



use it are without God. Because singing with the 
instrument violates my conscience, I cannot work 
and worship with those who use it, but I am 
unwilling to say its use will cost them their 
souls." (Re-Baptism, by Jimmy AUen, pp. 12-
13). 

Allen seems to feel the same way about 
premillennialism and marriage, divorce and remarriage 
for any cause. Ask him about it. He will be glad to 
tell you what he thinks. He rejects premillennialism, 
but it will not cost your soul if you accept it, says 
Jimmy. Those who oppose the theory of a I ,000-year 
reign of Christ on earth are beating up a strawman, 
according to Allen. 

To set the record straight, it is true that at the turn 
of this century there were many in the church, under 
the influence of rank modernism, arguing that the good 
people of all denominations will be saved. Austin 
McGary started the Firm Foundation for the express 
purpose of challenging this view on Bible grounds. 
Some were advocating we could "shake the Baptist 
in," as brother McGary often said. McGary said no. 
He insisted the Bible would not support that idea. 

He debated James A. Harding. He examined David 
Lipscomb's view of the matter. He took issue with 
the Gospel Advocate. A grateful brotherhood, having 
studied it in the light of scripture, came to agree that 
McGary's position is according to the teaching of the 
Bible. The reason for accepting it was not because 
McGary said it, but because the Bible supports it. 
That has been the prevailing view ever since the days 
of the brave and noble Austin McGary. 

The Bible teaches that the purpose of baptism is 
just as important as the manner of baptism. Simon 
Peter told penitent believers at Jerusalem on the 
Pentecost day we read about in Acts chapter two, 
"Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (verse 
38). 

The people were to repent unto the remission of 
sins. They were already cut to the heart. They already 
knew themselves to be guilty of the great wickedness 
of crucifying and slaying the Son of God. So, the 
apostle told them to repent with a view to the remission 
of sins. Remission of sins was a part of the command. 
It was not a promise. Peter instructed the people to be 
baptized for the same reason he commanded them to 

repent. They were to be baptized unto the remission 
of sins. Remission of sins is a part of the command 
and not a part of the promise. This is what they were 
to do: Repent unto the remission of sins; be baptized 
unto the remission of sins. 

Jimmy Allen burns up many pages in his book 
ridiculing the idea that one must understand the 
purpose of his baptism for the baptism to be valid. He 
says, "If this is true, then every time the remission of 
sins is not stated in connection with baptism, the whole 
command is not given." He insists that Jesus should 
have said, "He that believeth and is baptized for the 
remission of sins shall be saved." Allen tells us that 
baptism must be for the purpose of obeying God. He 
says every person immersed to please and obey God 
is baptized. Wait! Wait! Wait! Not so fast! Did Jesus 
say in Mark 16:16, "He that believeth and is baptized 
to obey God shall be saved"? Yes, he did not! 

If you take every quibble Allen makes about being 
baptized for the remission of sins and apply it to being 
baptized to please God, you must conclude the purpose 
of baptism does not matter at all. Allen says he and a 
group of Harding students discovered 24 reasons why 
a person must be baptized, and wonders if every 
baptized believer must know all 24 reasons. Well, the 
same thing applies concerning baptism to obey God. 
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If the purpose of baptism does not matter, then 
every time a person is immersed he is baptized. 
Swimmers (I am not discussing mixed-swimming, but 
segregated swimming) are baptized every time they 
dive into the water. Talk about rebaptism! 

_The penitent believer is to be baptized. Baptism is 
burial and resurrection (Rom. 6:4) unto the forgiveness 
of sins (Acts 2:38). There are several possibilities. 

1. A penitent believer may be immersed in water 
unto the remission of sins. 

2. A penitent believer may be sprinkled as a sign 
of a salvation already received. 

3. A penitent believer may be sprinkled unto the 
remission of sins. 

4. A penitent believer may be immersed as the 
sign of a salvation already received. 

The first is correct. It is right on both counts. The 
Bible teaches baptism is a burial to receive the 
remission of sins (Rom. 6:4; Acts 2:38). 

The second is wrong on both counts. The Bible 
says nothing about sprinkling nor baptism to show 
one is already saved. Its silence, in view of its positive 
commands, is prohibitive. 

The third is half right and half wrong. The Bible 
does teach that baptism is unto the remission of sin 

. but says baptism is immersion (Col. 2: 12) and is silent 
about sprinkling. Therefore sprinkling is wrong. Half 
right and half wrong is not good enough. 

The fourth is the Baptist position. It, too, is half 
right, but it is also half wrong. Baptism is immersion, 
but it is not for the purpose of showing a salvation 
already received. One cannot be half right and all 
right. The Baptists are not all right. Half right and 
half wrong is not good enough. Nadab and Abihu 
were more than half right, but they died! 

Many brothers have been converted from the 
Baptist denomination. They will be shocked to learn 
that Jimmy Allen (and all Presidents of Harding 
University) think they made a mistake and should 
have stayed in the Baptist Church, or the Mormon 
denomination, or the Pentecostal delusion, or even 
the Methodist, Lutheran, and Presbyterian churches if 
they happened to exercise their option to be 
"baptized" by immersion and not sprinkling. 

The book Re-Baptism, by Jimmy Allen, is not 
worth the time it takes to read it. I do not recom
mend it! 
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The 1992 Virginia Bible Lectureship 
May 21-22, 1992 

Location: Holiday Inn, Rt. 460 North, Christiansburg, VA. 
P.O. Box 509, Christiansburg, VA 24073. 

Phone 703-382-7777. 

Hear These Well-Qualified Speakers. 
Andrew Connally 
Danny Douglas 
Duke Gregory 
Jackie Stearsman 

Mac Deaver 
Thomas Eaves 
Jimmy Gribble 

Roy Deaver 
Garland Elkins 
Glenn Hitchcock 
Robert Taylor 

Theme: "Study to Show Thyself Approved V" 

Subjects: "Book of Numbers, " "Book of I Kings, " "Book of Proverbs, " "Book of Zechariah, " 
"Book of Lamentations, " "Book of Isaiah, " "Book of II Kings" 
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Also "Open Forum" and periods of singing. 
All Lectures available in tape form. Good motel accommodations available. 

Hosted by the East Side Church of Christ 
Clarence Lavender, Director. 



An Example of the Believers 
Encouraging Thoughts from Workers in the Kingdom 

By Paul Sain 

Of the many lessons delivered and articles written power of God unto salvation to every one that 
by this faithful brother, we present the following believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" 
excerpts from the lesson he presented in the 1988 (Rom. 1: 16). The powerful message of the gospel 
Spiritual Sword Lectureship in Memphis, Tennessee, must be proclaimed. 
entitled "Jesus Christ and John the Baptist." The gospel is in the hands of men. If we fail in 

In Matthew 3 :4, rr===============================================::=:;'\ seeking and saving 
we learn a few things Raymond Hagood is a native Ten- the lost, the failure 
about John the Im- nessean. He graduated from David Lipscomb will be final and laid 

- Co llege. He and his wife, Lucy (also a 
merser. John's cloth- to our charge. Lipscomb graduate), have two children. 
ing and food were Raymond has been preaching for twenty John 's preach-
simple. His manner years, currently in the Steubenville, Ohio, ing was often scath-
of life shows hu- area. He is the editor of Unity in Truth and is ing and called for a 
mility and sacrifice. the director of the Upper Ohio Va ll ey decision to change 
He thinks of himself Lectureship. Raymond has written for various and made a demand 

publications, including Firm Foundation, 
as being unworthy to Words of Life, Spiritual Sword, Power, and to bring "forth fruit 
carry the shoes of In Word and Doctrine. worthy" of that de-
Jesus. cision. Some today 

Some make the attempt to prove John was a think of preaching as a job. John thought of it as a 
member of the Baptist denomination by pointing to mission-a calling. John demonstrated that preaching 
the expression "John the Baptist." This expression is can be hard and both negative and positive without 
not found in the New Testament. John came baptizing turning off the masses. F F 

but was not a Baptist in the sense of membership in 
the Baptist Church. John was not the founder of a 
denomination nor was he a member of a de
nomination. The New Testament does not mention 
any denomination. Denominationalism is a work of 
man, not a work of God Almighty. 

John came preaching repentance and a coming 
kingdom. The word preaching means "heralding," 
which carries the idea of trumpeting a message. His 
mission was to prepare people to receive the Lord 
and his saving message. 

In Romans I 0 :13-15, we read about the value of 
preachers and preaching. God must have known that 
the majority of people would not study the Bible, and 
so he provided for teachers and preachers. 

Paul was not "ashamed of the gospel: for it is the 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

"Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them" (Eccl. 12: 1) . 
Loving and obeying God, developed 
as a habit in youth, is proper; 

ungodliness is foolish. It is too late to obey the Creator 
when death has removed one from this world. 

There are three reasons at least why people should 
begin to be religious when they are young and not put 
it off: 

First, God wants one to obey him while he is 
young. He commands it. The unconverted accountable 
of earth are lost; they are out of Christ and need to 
obey the gospel. The young should guard against the 
temptations of youth and call God to mind while they 
are young. Then come to old age in the reflection of a 
good life on earth and the expectation of a much 
better life in heaven. Salvation is available to any 
sinner at any age, but becoming a Christian while one 
is young has many advantages. 

Second, "it is appointed unto men once to die" 
(Heb. 9:27). No one knows when that time will be. 
Far too many young people in America are needlessly 
dying at an early age. Ours is a permissive, 
undisciplined society. The high divorce rate attests to 
the inability of many to take seriously even the most 
solemn pledges. 

Alcohol is the number one drug problem among 
teenagers. The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
reports that almost five million young people have a 
drinking problem. Last year under-age drinkers 
consumed more than a billion cans of beer. That is a 
staggering statistic. 

God condemns illicit sex (Exodus 20: 14; Rom. 
13:9; Rev. 21 :8). Sexually transmitted disease is killing 
millions. Over the next three years, more than 230,000 
Americans will die of Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome. The only "safe sex" is sex in a marital 
bond in which both partners are true to each other. 
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The Magic Johnson tragedy says, "Avoid sexual 
looseness like the plague. It is a scourge." Man cannot 
escape the consequences of violating God's moral laws 
any more than he can escape the consequences of 
violating the physical laws of the universe. Free
wheeling sex is not free but is expensive in the extreme. 
It is time to come to our senses, to turn from our 
wicked ways (Prov. 13:15; 1 Cor. 6 :9-10). 

Third, one should become a Christian early in life 
because with the passing of the years the heart may 
be hardened. "Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2). 
"Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts" (Heb. 3:7-8). 

"Fear God, and keep his commandments; for this 
is the whole duty of man" (Eccl. 12: 13). 
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Travel thru the Bible 
with Johnny Ramsey 

9 Lessons on 2 V. H. S. Video Tapes 
All 9 for only $16.00 plus $1.50 p&h 

1. Old Testament Survey 
2. New Testament Survey 
3. What Was Jesus Really Like? 
4. Acts--A Summary 
5. Hebrews--A Summary 
6. Revelation--Victory in Jesus 
7. Between the Testaments 
8. The Prophets 
9. Summary of Philippians 

2 Videos instead of 1! $16.00 plus $1.50 postage. 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: 
$125.00 for 3 lines; $175.00 for 4 lines; $225.00 for 
5 lines; $275.00 for 6 lines; $325.00 for 7 lines; 
$375.00 for 8 lines. 
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FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
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ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 lith Avenue, 
9970 I. (907) 456-4921. 

CALIFORNIA 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile from 
Disneyland). (7 I4) 535-6I70. Send particulars of loved 
ones in this a.rea; we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or friends. 
Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN 
BERNADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

central 
CHuRcH oFCHRIST 

13320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

CONNECTICUT 

GROTON-CHURCH OF CHRIST meeting at 29 1 
Osprey Dr., Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30P.M. Ph. 
446-0676. 

FLORIDA 

CAPE CORAL-CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
4720 SE 15th Ave., Unit 201. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 813-945-7060 or 813-542-8839. 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
1454 !3elleair Rd. Phone (8 13) 446-4808. Services: 
Sun. 10, II A.M., 6:30 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. Jeffcoat, 
evangelist. 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 or 
771 -2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND--1 807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Robert McAnally, 
mini ster. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Home of 
Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 21 Lancaster 
Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 855-5651 or 855-
1326. 

SARASOTA- MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell,minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, I I A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

SEBRING-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. McGhee, 
evangelist. 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. ( 1.1 miles inside 1-285) 

BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 offl-75. Son Hwy 49 (I 
mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper hookups. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call (912) 956-
3719, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2344 
Nanticoke St., 558 11. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7 P.M. (218) 722- 1984, 722-1871. Paul Curless and 
David Dalton, evangelists. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, College & 7th 
Sts. 65616. Sun. 9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 
P.M .. (417) 334-3866, 334-3757. A. J. Hendrix, 
minister. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (5 13) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 
minister. (513) 878-1162. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRJST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38 11 8. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. Call 
(90 I) 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker, minister, (90 I) 
363- 1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRJST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between exits 
98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of Nashville. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Roy 
McConnell, evangelist. Call (6I5) 859-3974, 643-
0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 
10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 77531. 
(409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6:30 P.M., 
Wed. 7:30 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRJST, 135 Church St., 
Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, I I A.M., 6 P.M. 
Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 703-
382-7777. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-A VON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. Call 
(295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

Florida 
School of 
Preaching 

11!07 South Florida t\\'cnue 

Lakeland. Florida JJ!lfU 
(RIJ) 61U-404J 

tr Strong Hihlc Emphasis 
'I!' 1\nl Year Program 
tr 100 Semester Hours 
-c No Thition 
tr Scholarships Availahlc 
n Qualified Faculty 
U' V.,\. Bcnelils 
-a Call or Write 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation, 
Ad department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, Tx 76095-7876. Ads must be received by the fifth 
of the month to appear in the next month's issue. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Experienced gospel preacher needed for SW Florida 
congregation of 90. House provided. Send resume to 
P.O.Box 2197, Port Charlotte, FL. 33949 or contact 
Lawrence Bauer (813) 627-1016 or church office 
(813) 629-74S4. 

Minister wanted for small congregation in south 
Mississippi. House provided, but will need to furnish 
some of his support. Prefer a sound, experienced 
gospel preacher in his SO's or early 60's. Please send 
tape or resume to: Mendenhall Church of Christ, % 
Jackie Mullins, 611 Simpson Circle, Mendenhall, MS 
39114. 

Minister wanted for a small congregation in Benson, 
AZ. Will need to furnish some of his support. Contact 
Floyd Turner, 602-S86-2488 or Lester Osburn, 602-
S86-2142. Church of Christ, HCR Box 4SI7, Benson, 
AZ 8S602. 

For congregation of approximately 4SO members in 
the Central Valley of California Population 172,000. 
Please send resume, tape, picture, and references to 
Davis Parle Church of Christ at 901 W. Rumble Rd., 
Modesto, California 9S3SO. Attention: Selection 
Committee. 

Small congregation needs Fff preacher. No elders. 
No housing. Can offer $300/mo. towards support. 
Send resume to: Northwest Church of Christ, 8017 
NW Hampton Rd., Parkville, MO 64152. 

The N. Ridge Ave. Church of Christ, 162 N. Ridge 
Ave, Tifton, Georgia, is looking for a full-time minister 
who is trained in outreach, education, and preaching. 
Contact Richard Dale 912-386-8383 or Bob Mc
Cready 912-382-2737 or send resume. 

Full-time preacher wanted. SO members offer salary, 
house, and utilities. Send resume to Jake Marshall, 
Box 482, Pilot Point, TX 762S8. Phone 817-686-S078. 

Preacher wanted with minimum of S to I 0 years 
experience. Congregation of 60 plus without elders
but men with excellent potential. Full support; fast
growing community. Send resume and references to 
Dennis Mcintosh, PO Box 662, Farmington Mo. 
63640 

Congregation of S2S seeking Family Minister/ 
Educational Director. Candidates should have 
credentials to be licensed in counseling and ex
perienced in the field. Preference will be given to 
those with training and experience in directing an 
educational program. Send resume along with family 
picture and video, if possible to Search Committee, 
Sunset Church of Christ, 12001 SW 72nd St., Miami, 
FL 33182. 
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Evangelist Sought: Small, debt-free congregation 
needs energetic, motivated, family man with 
experience, committed to building relationships. 
Husband and wife resumes requested with transcripts 
and profcssionaVpersonal recommendations. Salary 
and start date negotiable. Oakhill Church of Christ, 
1344 S. Oakhill Ave., Janesville, WS S3S46. 

Preacher Wanted: Small congregation in Fallon, NV, 
in need of full-time preacher. Can furnish 3-bedroom 
home plus $200 weekly. If possible send video or 
tape and resume to Elvin Baragcr, 3148 Bottom Road, 
Fallon, NV 89406. Phone 702-423-2S33 after 6. P.M. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Gospel preacher looking for small congregation that 
can't furnish full support and who desires to be taught 
the TRUTH. Charlie Summers, 213 W. Barstow Ave., 
Fresno, CA. 93704-2020 or call collect 209-431-6279. 
NO moving expenses. 

Mature, energetic minister with strong academic 
credentials and intcrpenonal skills seeks counseling, 
education, or involvement ministry with congregation 
led by motivated, benevolent shepherds. Direct 
inquiries to: Firm Foundation, P.O.Box 210876, 
Bedford, TX 7609S-7876 

FOR SALE 
FOR SALE: HERMENEtmCAL AGNOSTICISM, 
A critique of subjectivism in Biblical Interpretation. 
$9.00ppd. to Major Premise Books, 11026 Wurzbach 
Road, San Antonio, TX 78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, IS9 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

RALEIGH SINGERS have funeral tapes for sale. 8 
tapes-2 songs each tape. (Ideal for congregations who 
need singers for funerals.) $38.00ppd. Also other tapes 
of scriptural gospel songs. $6.00 each ppd. Raleigh 
Church of Christ, 3213 Raleigh-Millington Rd., 
Memphis, TN 38128 

NEW TRACT! The Gift of Acts 2:38-39. $3.00 per 
dozen or $2S.OO per 100. Order from: Wayne 
Price, Box 760, McLoud, OK 748Sl. 

"From Riches to Poverty to Glory" used as a 
textbook for some "Life of Christ" courses at Frccd
Hardeman University. Popular for ladies Bible classes. 
A chronological study through Matt., Mk., Lk., and 
Jno. "A most helpful commentary." Hardback $9.9S 
plus S 1.00 shipping. H.B. Frank Jr. (author), 216 
Hamlett Ave .. Henderson, TN 38340. 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 
to Theo-Mcd Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 
92324. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
WANTED: group of 30-3S energetic Christians have 
located a full-time evangelist. A great desire/potential 
to spread God's word in town of 12,000 people exists 
in central Iowa Congregation fonned 1977. Church 
building and programs already in existence. Urgently 
need support for evangelist totaling $2S,OOO annually. 
Contact Ron Melvin, IS91 W 6th Ave., Indianola, 
Iowa SOilS. SlS-961-7004. 

ADMINISTRATOR/CARETAKER. FORT HILL 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP, Hillsboro, OH. Duties: 
Overseeing camp program, maintenance, promotion 
and fund raising. Salary negotiable. Home furnished. 
Send resume to: Bob Manasco, P.O. Box 410, Sardis, 
Ohio 43946. 614-483-2363. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome to 

Avondale--an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-147S. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYSTEM. 
An easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more 
in your congregation. Elders or church leaders write 
for free information to: Dan Lyle, S916 Vandegrift 
Ave., Rockville, MD 208S I 

Please give us the books and Bibles you no longer 
need or use, and we will ship them to missionaries 
and schools of preaching overseas. Attalla Church of 
Christ, S03 Hughes Ave., Attalla, AL 3S9S4. 205-
S47-80S3, 20S-S38-1837. 

Our anticipated financial support has failed to 
materialize! A group of 7 Christians, Patrick Co., 
Virginia, struggling to start a congregation ncar Patrick 
Springs, needs assistance with expense of leasing a 
building. For information contact Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 460, Patrick Springs, VA 24133-0460 or 
call Lewis Knight, 703-694-2488 before 2 P.M. 

Homeschool newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Pcll City, AL 3Sl2S 

HOUSEPARENTSNEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 
HOUSEPARENTS 

Contact 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 



Firm Foundation Graded Curriculum 

Curriculum 

Bible Keys for 
2's & 3's 

Molding the Lives of 
4's & S's-Year I 

Molding the Lives of 
4's & S's-Year 2 

Grade One 

Grade Two 

Grade Three 

Grade Four 

Grade Five 

Grade Six 

Grade Seven 

Grade Eight 

Grade Nine 

Grade Ten 

Grade Eleven 

Grade Twelve 

We Learn to Live 
Student Books $1.75-Teacher's Manuals $2.50 

Order from 
Firm Foundation 817-498-8512 

Winter Spring Summer 

We Learn to Be Kind God's Wonderful World Leaming God's Way 
We Leam to Share God's Loving Care Good llelpers 

Stories Jesus Told God Made Everything Our Families 
I Am Sorry Prayer Obedience 
Helping Sharing Worship 

God's Greatness God Is Kind We Learn to Please God 
Prayer We Will Be Kind Speaking the Truth 
Obedience God Is with Us Choosing to Do Right 

Birth, Boyhood and Life of Apostles •md Early Disciples Great People Who Loved 
Jesus of Christ Each Other 

Jesus Takes Care of His People God Cares for the Church 
People Who Become Heroes 
by Doing Good 

Jesus Teaches Us the Value The Apostle Paul Sets Us an How to Worship God 
of Righteousness Example 

Beginning of a Nation The Nation's New Home Rulers of the Nation 

God's Spokesmen The Promised Savior 
The Mighty Words and 
Works of Jesus 

Jesus Finishes His Work The Early Church Living for Jesus 

My Family and I TI1e Church and I My God and I 

Early Forefathers of Jesus From Egypt to Mt. Sinai 
Mosaic Worship Related to 
Christian Worship 

Faith from the Prophets 
Faith from the New Living by Faith 
Testament 

Jesus' Early Ministry Jesus' Later Ministry 
Jesus Completes I lis 
Earthly Mini stry 

·n1e Church in Regions 
Nor~1 of Palestine 

Journeys with Paul Paul in Prison 

Paul's Letters Paul's Letters Paul's Letters 

2 Cor. & Gal. Romans & Philemon Col., Phil., Tim., & Titus 

Fall 

God's Loving Care 
Bible Stories of Love 

God's Care 
Birth of Christ 
Jesus Grows Up 

We Learn to Love Each 
Other--Jesus Went About 
Doing Good--Jesus' Helpers 
Carry On 

Creation and Love of God 

God's People Escape from 
Slavery 

We Must Dare to Do Right 

The Beginning 

The Nation Divided 

Jesus, Our Best Friend 

Know Thyself 

God's Record of Beginnings 

God Is 

Jesus Comes to Earth 

The Church in Judea and 
Samaria 

Paul's Letters 
I & 2 Thess. & I Cor. 
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Firm Foundation Bible Correspondence Course 
Sixteen Bible Lessons Written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges oflsrael to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each. 
Answer sheets included free upon request. 

Order from 
Box 210876 Bedford, TX 76095-7876 817-498-8512 

Where the Saints Meet 
A directory of the churches of Christ 

1991 Edition 

$10.95 
$2.50 shipping for 1 book 

$1.00 each additional book 

Order from 
Box 210876 

Bedford,TX 76095-7876 
817-498-8512 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 

Communion Cups 
$15.95 per 1,000 

plus shipping 

Unleavened Bread 
$2.50 per box 
plus shipping 

Order from 
Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
817-498-8512 

Bulk Rate 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Dallas, TX 

Permit No.l863 
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FOUNDATION 

"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 
1884 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 1992 
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Transferred Righteousness: 
A Critique 

By Guy N. Woods 

The far-reaching influence and direct impact of 
denominational theologians on an ever increasing 
number of our brethren who have sat at their feet in 
their seminaries and have adopted many of their views 
is sadly evident. In articles, sermons, and tracts now 
appearing this influence may be often and clearly 
seen. An example is the doctrine of "transferred 
righteousness" - the theory that in the process of 
salvation the righteousness that is characteristic of 
Christ is transferred to, and is henceforth possessed 
by all who believe. 

Paul asserted that Abraham's faith was 
"reckoned" (credited) to him "for righteousness." 
(Romans 4:1-9). It is affirmed by those who subscribe 
to the doctrine herein reviewed that it was the intent 
of that sacred writer to teach that there was transferred 
to the patriarch the righteousness which God 
possesses, and that it is a preview of the action 
involved in the salvation of all of us today. 

Those thus concluding insist that the "right
eousness" in this manner obtained is resident in the 
Christian character, that it is solely secured by belief, 
and that its reception is dependent on no other acts. 
Those brethren who have espoused this view are by 
no means averse to asserting that salvation is "by 
faith only" - and often so do. It will be seen that in 

so doing, they ascribe an efficacy to "faith" they are 
unwilling to concede to repentance and baptism. 

The errors of this doctrine are obvious and the 
conclusion fallacious. Were the foregoing premises 
true, once Christ's righteousness has been received, 
the individual thus possessed is as good as God and 
Christ and will henceforth be privileged to appear at 
the judgment and be received on the basis of merit 
rather than mercy! Clearly our Lord at the judgment 
will not be required to justify his faithfulness in either 
few or many things in the record books of life. What 
then of the Seer's description of the final judgment: 
"And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God; and the books were opened; and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead 
were judged out of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works" (Rev. 20:11-
12). Why "according to their works," if no "works" 
are involved in the reception and possession of the 
Christian life? If they have had transferred to 
themselves the righteousness which Christ himself 
possesses, why will they not be accepted on the same 
basis that he is- actual merit? Those holding this 
utterly impossible view greatly err with reference to 
the significance of the phrase, "righteousness of 
God," the noun "righteousness," and the verb 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Is the Church 
a Denomination? (Part 2) 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The church of Christ, if we use that term in 
its Biblical meaning, is not a denomination. Every 
religious institution that is not the church of 
Christ is a denomination. Those who think this 
view is narrow and exclusive are right. Those 
who think it is pompous are wrong. 

It is critical to understand how the New Tes
tament uses the term "church of Christ." It is also important to 
see that the teaching of the New Testament about the church and 
salvation is available and easy to know. 

The church of Christ is the body of Christ (Eph. 1 :22-23; Col. 
1:18). Saved individuals are the members of the body (1 Cor. 
11: 12-14). The body includes all its members, and all the members 
make up the body. 

The church of Christ is the house of God (1 Tim. 3:5). All who 
are begotten again by the incorruptible seed of the word of God 
are children in the house of God (1 Peter 1 :23). All God's children 
are in his family, and he has no children outside his family. 

The church of Christ includes all the saved. The Lord adds to 
the church daily all the saved (Acts 2:47). If God adds the saved to 
the church on a day-to-day basis, then no saved person is outside 
the church overnight. The King James Version says, "The Lord 
added to the church daily such as should be saved" (Acts 2:47). 
One wise man observed, "If God adds to the church daily such as 
should be saved, then those not added to the church are such as 
should not be saved." 

The church of Christ is the saved- all the saved. There is not 
one saved person not in it. There is not one lost person in it. The 
proof of this is that the same person-the Lord-does both the 
saving and the adding to the church of Christ. 

When one obeys the law of Jesus to believe and be baptized he 
"shall be saved" (Mark 16: 16). The Lord adds the saved to the 
church of Christ. Therefore all the saved are in the church of 
Christ, and there are no saved outside the church. To be a member 
of any denomination on the planet earth, a person must do some
thing besides-either more or less-what the New Testament scrip
tures require for salvation. When a person-even a saved person-



joins a denomination, he sins. A denomination, by definition, is a 
part of a thing and not the whole of that thing. It represents divi
sion. Division in religion is sin, being a work of the flesh, and they 
who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God 
(Gal. 5:20-21). If denominationalism is sin, he who supports a 
denomination sins. If the thing is sinful, its underpinnings are also 
sinful. 

All religious denominations, whether Catholic, Protestant, An
glican, or other have separate identification from the church of 
Christ. Each has a name, a practice, a system of salvation, an 
arrangement that is different from that described in the Bible. 
Therefore no religious denomination can be the church described 
in the Bible. 

The teaching of the New Testament about what to do to be 
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The first point in this study is to mark the names 
the Bible uses to identify the church. The designa
tions the Bible uses for the church are all correct and 
those not used are incorrect. You may have noted 
that in this essay I refer to the church by the term 
church of Christ, or simply the church. I use the 
lower case for the word church to show that the 
church we read about in the New Testament belongs 
to Christ. It is his church. It is the church of-belong
ing to-Christ. It is best not to capitalize the word 
church, unless used in a title or at the beginning of a 

. sentence, to help show it is not denominational. To 
use the word church in an undenominational way is 
to show that the church embraces all the saved of the 
earth through all the ages, and even in the unseen 
world of spirits, both in heaven and in hades. 

To use only one name to identify the church can 
become denominational, depending on how you use 
it. If used to segregate some saved people and set 
them apart from other saved people, it is denomina
tional-divisive. To refuse to admit other names for 
the church as given in the scriptures is sectarian. It is 
wrong to copyright any particular name of the church 
of Christ. 

The only time the New Testament uses the desig
nation church of Christ is when Paul wrote, "All the 
churches of Christ salute you" (Rom. 16: 16). The 
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apostle here uses "church of Christ" in the plural, 
but you may not have the plural without also having 
the singular. If there are churches of Christ, then 
there is a church of Christ. 

Paul does not say "The churches of Christ salute 
you" but says, "All the churches of Christ. ... " All 
of them. There were many churches of Christ. Each 
is a church of Christ and all of them are churches of 
Christ. Paul is not talking about the universal church 
but is saying that many churches of Christ-any one 
of which would be a church of Christ and therefore 
not the universal church-salute you. Further, the 
church is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:20-22). The 
body of Christ is the church. The expression church 
of Christ should be used in the same way the expres
sion body of Christ is used. If it is the body of Christ, 
it is the church of Christ, because the church is his 
body. It is, as G. C. Brewer noted, the same as the 
unbiblical expression "Christian religion," or even 
"Christian system." 

It is all right for a person to use the term church 
of Christ exclusively to refer to the church Jesus 
promised to build, if he does not reject the other New 
Testament names identifying the church. It is not 
improper to use a single Bible name for the church if 
we accept all other Bible names for the church but 
merely prefer not to use them. 
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The most common, and perhaps the most unde
nominational, designation for the body of Christ 
is ''the church." This expression occurs sixty-five 
times in the American Standard Version of the Bible. 
It is only in the New Testament. It is used of the 
church universal (Eph. 1 :22), of the church in a given 
city (Acts 8:1), of several churches in a region (Acts 
9:31), of the church in a person's house (1 Cor. 16:9), 
of the church past, present, and future (Eph. 3:10). 
The word churches is in the American Standard V er
sion of the Bible thirty-four times. Like the word 
church, the New Testament uses it in all the above 
senses and sometimes uses it with qualifying words, 
as in "churches of God" 

The New Testament calls the church "the church 
of the Lord" (Acts 20:28), ''the general assembly 
and church of the firstborn" (Heb. 12:23), ''the house 
of God" (1 Tim. 3:15), "the church of the Living 
God" (1 Tim. 3: 15), "church of God" (1 Cor. 1 :2), 
"his body" (Eph. 1 :22), "churches of Christ" (Rom. 
16:16), "churches of the saints" (1 Cor. 14:33), and 

other names. (Incidentally, "church of God" is in 
the American Standard Version of the Bible ten 
times.) 

When one speaks of the church Jesus built-the 
church we read about in the New Testament-any 
of these names is appropriate and proper. We would 
do better to use a variety of designations for the 
church, as New Testament writers do, than to use 
one name exclusively. This helps to emphasize the 
undenominational character of the church. 

It is without Bible authority to use such expres
sions as Holy Roman Catholic Church, Greek Or
thodox Church, Baptist Church, Methodist Church, 
Episcopal Church, Mormon Church, Church of the 
Latter Day Saints, Presbyterian Church, or any other 
name not found in the New Testament. 

Other factors that help identify the church will 
be considered in future articles .. 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

Fp 

Transferred Righteousness: A Critique 
(continued from page 1) 

"impute." The righteousness of God (and of Christ) 
is not the righteousness they possess, but that which 
they impute (credit to) those who comply with their 
will (Matthew 7:21). 

Righteousness acquired in the proces~ of salvation 
is exactly equivalent to justification. To make 
righteous is simply to justify, that is, acquit one of 
charges fonnerly existing. Abraham was '~ustified" 
by being regarded as in a right relationship with God. 
The basic meaning of the Greek word so rendered is 
"to pronounce or declare one just," i.e., no longer in 
alienation from God. Because this state of non
alienation is to be maintained, there is an extension 
of the idea of approval in complying with the 
obedience on which its continuance depends. It is in 
this sense that we ''work righteousness." "Then Peter 
... said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons: but in every nation, he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him" 
(Acts 10:34-35). 

There is infinite difference between the theory of 
Christ's transferred righteousness (the Lord's own 
inherent purity) and the Biblical doctrine of the 
imputation of righteousness-the acquittal of those 
fonnerly alienated from God Paul's point in Romans 
4:1-8 is not what Ab~ received in the imputation 
of righteousness to him-this is clear from the meaning 
of the word-but how it came, whether by human 
meritorious works or by appropriation through 
compliance with the will of God The fonner is denied 
in the passage and the latter affirmed in the fact that 
Abraham's faith was "reckoned" (put to his account) 
for righteousness. That is, the patriarch accepted, 
without question, and in spite of Sarah's barrenness, 
the promise of God of an heir as true and before 
anything else was expected of him, and this act of 
believing was put to his account as an act of obedience . 
It was the act (not simply the fact) of believing that 
prompted this imputation, and James declares that 
this involved works! (James 2:10-26). The phrase is 
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literally "out of works," (not as means) since it is 
God who justifies, but only when belief has been 
validated in obedience (James 2:26). 

Thus the doctrine of imputation, which alleges a 
transference of Christ's goodness to the sinner, results 
from a gross misapprehension of the scriptures and is 
untenable both etymologically and theologically. In 
saving us the Lord forgives us of sin, absolves us of 
guilt, and acquits us of being sinners. 

A man convicted of crimes against the state may 
be pardoned and henceforth no longer be regarded as 
a criminal, but this is far--very, very far-from saying 
that the pardoning process also immediately makes 
of him a useful and active member of society. This 
status he must achieve by conformity to the standards 
and norms of society. Similarly, God cancels out our 
guilt and treats us as never having been guilty in the 
process of salvation, but we must henceforth live in 
keeping with the divine precepts essential to the 
Christian life. It was this which Paul affirmed in the 
following words to the young evangelist Titus: "For 
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
unto all men, teaching us, that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world, looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
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for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works" (Titus 2:11-14). 
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(Editor's note: This article gets to the heart of 
the Calvinistic delusion that the goodness of Jesus is 
smeared over the ugliness of human sin giving the 
wicked the appearance of purity but not the reality of 
it. This article needs to be read over and over again. 
It should be deeply studied and pondered by every 
student of the Bible. We are indebted to brother Woods 
for this excellent study. With a few well-chosen words, 
he cuts to the heart of the matter and points to the 
obvious truth of the gospel on this question. That 
comes as no surprise. Brother Guy N. Woods has 
been doing a similar service for the brotherhood for 
more than half a century. We are in his debt-Dobbs). 
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(Editor's note: The following article was originally published in Anchor Magazine in 1973. Present 
practices in the church-almost twenty years later-make it mandatory the article be reprinted. Please read it 
very carefully. It is full of important information that should be thoughtfully studied). 

Encounter Groups 
By Jim Dobbs 

Group consciousness is very much a part of mod
em times. It is expressed in various ways. The media 
are concerned with mass man, the average man, hu
man norms-and their pitches are geared along lines 
suggested by mass or group psychology, an essential 
tool of marketing. National politics operates in much 
the same fashion, and for approximately the same 
reasons. 

In the field of psychotherapy the group approach 
is hailed by many as the newest and best tool avail
able. Grouping is perhaps natural to man, since he 
has the tendency to organize in his attempts to con
trol factors that affect his life. It is also a result of his 
social nature. And so we are faced with the fact of 
groups of various kinds, and of human energy ex
pended through and for groups. The individual is lost 
somewhere in the shuffle. 

There is no need to go into the reasons underly
ing the mass man concept. It could perhaps be traced 
to a long evolution of thought in the realms of politi
cal science, economics, and sociology. The origins of 
the phenomenon do not afford as much concern as 
does the fait accompli. The group emphasis is here to 
stay-at least for some time to come. 

In a sense, the church is a group. A congregation 
is just that-a congregation: a coming together of 
people of similar interest, hopes, aims, beliefs. It is a 
group. And its action is group action, even allowing 
for the fact that it could not operate as a group if it 
were not for the motivated individuals that comprise 
it. But, again, the concern is not that the church in 
any place is a group (in some sense of that term), but 
that the church has been affected adversely by the 
group psychology that has swept the country. Groups 
form within the local congregation. Their aims may 
not always be compatible with the aims of the larger 
unit. Their methods may not always be in harmony 
with the scripture. Their teaching may, in fact, con-

tradict the scripture. They may be marching to the 
beat of a different drummer. When this is the case, 
division exists within the church. Every cell, every 
house church, every encounter group, represents a 
schism in the body of Christ. Every one of them 
says, in effect, that the church is not adequate to its 
tasks, that lasting satisfaction cannot be found within 
the fellowship of the saints, that something else is 
needed. This is the point of concern. 

Encounter groups in the church are patterned in 
methodol~gy and aim after the secular encounter 
groups that are so much in vogue around the country. 
These groups may develop along one of two lines: 
instant psychotherapy or experiential religion, which 
usually reflects elements of existentialism, neo-or
thodoxy, pietism and neopentecostialism. Usually, 
however, it is a subtle combination of the two that is 
found in the encoWlter groups among Christians. Some 
of the encounter literature boasts that it employs the 
latest techniques in group psychology. And it does. 

Sensitivity training, inarticulate communication, 
confrontation, confession of secrets-all these may be 
found in the encounter group within the church. And 
they aim at the same things: to free the individual of 
his "hang-ups," to cause him to be more honest 
with himself, to provoke and intensify his ''true" 
inner feelings, to rid him of traditionalism, to get him 
involved in the social and political problems of his 
time, and generally speaking, to purge and cleanse, 
to purify and resurrect, and to give him a sense of 
committed mission. 

All of this through group encounter. All of it 
through group experiences and group psychology. 
All of it on the floor in some private place, with the 
touchings and cow-eyes and "celebrations" that could 
not take place in an assembly of the saints. In other 
words, what cannot be done by the teaching and learn
ing of God's word and through the work and war-
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ship of "organized religion" can be accomplished 
with scissors and paste, with construction paper and 
crayolas, as the group revels in a "relational lab" 
that supposedly welds them into a "community of 
love and concern," which, of cour8e, the church, to 
them, .is not! 

An outline of study and action for encounter 
groups within the church has been enthusiastically 
boosted in a number of places. It is called Groups in 
Action, by Lyman Coleman. Its approach is devel
oped in three ''tracks" or phases, any of which may 
be employed separately, or, as is more likely, as a 
progression of sessions. The three segments of six 
program plans are called by these terms: Relational 
Labs, Spiritual Encounters, and Enabling Sessions. 
From beginning to end the course aims at developing 
a "community" or group of like-minded persons 
who are admonished to see themselves as a "com
munity of lov<f and acceptance ... a community of love 
and concern" and, fmally, as a "Christian commu
nity." It is obvious that if a small group meeting on 
an informal basis becomes convinced that it has love 
and concern and that it is a Christian community, 
then those who are not a part of the group, though 
they are also members of the church, are left in the 
implied position ofbeingunloving, unconcerned, and 
un-Christian. This kind of shenanigan will do very 
little to promote the unity of believers or the mutual 
feeling of brotherhood within the church. On the 
ground of its essential snobbery and divisiveness, then, 
the whole idea is reprehensible. 

The purposes of the Relational Labs of Groups in 
Action are: 

1) to establish "small-group relationships on 
an informal basis"; 2) ''to share with each other 
the significant things that have contributed to 
the person you are today''; 3) "to discover and 
affirm the hidden strengths in each other as a 
community of love and acceptance"; 4) ''to 
enable each other to get started as a community 
of love and concern"; 5) ''to share your posi
tive feelings for each other in a beautiful expe
rience of giving symbolical gifts"; and 6) ''to 
celebrate together as a community of love and 
acceptance." 

This is the outline of instant psychotherapy, 
couched in the language of certain Christian ideals, 
but designed to establish a cell whose members are 
drawn very close to each other through psychological 
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tricks such as the encouragement to reveal hidden 
hostilities or shameful thoughts to strangers. This, 
supposedly, builds confidence in sharing. The group 
leader is urged to set the pace for honesty and vul
nerability in these confessional exercises. This is the 
psychology of a secret society. It also creates emo
tional dependence on the other members of the group. 
And the cell members are encouraged to believe that 
if they honestly, bluntly, and sometimes brutally bare 
their inmost feelings to each other they will have 
somehow purged themselves. That is, of course, a 
false idea, and it may be emotionally dangerous. 

In The False Psychology of Encounter Groups, 
by Michael Beldoch, a New Y or.k psychoanalyst, 
appearing in Intellectual Digest in October, 1971, 
some of the errors of the encounter groups are noted. 
Dr. Beldoch says: 

"In encounter therapy the emotion is often elic
ited in the context of the confessions: i.e., one 
confesses one's 'real' feelings, not just their so
cially acceptable form. This emphasis on the 
confessional thus effectively appropriates from 
all the religions known to man that which is 
common, and in many ways central, to them: 
the release, the relief and the purification that 
follows the genuine baring of one's soul." 

Of the expression of these encounter group con-
fessions, Dr. Beldoch goes on to say: 

"Some will be angry, some will be tender, many 
will be fearful; all will have the feeling of 
'speaking the truth.' But 'the truth' about a man, 
or about a group of men, is not so easily arrived 
at. .. .lt is one of the most naive, if well-meant 
illusions of the encounter group movement that 
what is arrived at when the encounter occurs is 
the God's-Honest-Truth." 

The vaunted "love and concern" theme of encoun
ter groups also comes in for some criticism by Dr. 
Beldoch. He asserts that the emotion of love is much 
bandied about by the encounter groups, but that love 
is "much more difficult to really feel and show. Love, 
however," he continues, "is much more easily faked; 
members tell each other that they love each other 
with an amazing frequency and an even more star
tling ease." He says that the encounter movement's 
'~argon is full of words like 'joy' and 'ecstasy,' 
'peak experience' and 'fulfillment.' When it. comes 
to specifics, however, there is little that is substan
tive, little that one can put one's fmger on.'' 



Groups in Action suggests that each of the six 
sessions of the Relational Labs be closed with a "cel
ebration" together. This activity is quasi-religious in 
its expression and, therefore, seems acceptable to the 
group members. But the psychological trick is per
fonned in the physical arrangement and the physical 
contact. Members are told to "sit close together where 
their knees almost touch." They are to form a "circle 
of love" and join hands as they sing and pray to
gether. This progresses until finally they are putting 
their arms around one another's shoulders and gazing 
soulfully into one another's eyes without speaking. 
Frankly, this is part of the group's reward. 

Dr. Beldoch remarks on this aspect of the en
counter groups. "A much more 'active' variation on 
the now-familiar group therapy, sessions which meet 
weekly for months or years, encounter groups are 
variously known as t-groups, interpersonal institutes, 
sensitivity groups, marathons, human potential groups, 
growth seminars and, more crudely, the feelies, the 
last because the encounter group movement has got
ten the reputation-only sometimes justified-that at 
some point during the course of the encounter the 
participants will be encouraged to make physical con
tact with each other. The nature of this contact may 
be as restrained as a hand on the shoulder, as planned 
as a scheduled massage by an expert masseur, or as 
serendipitous as wordless intercourse with a total 
stranger in a communal pool. It is often both the 
promise and the fear of such contact that brings the 
group members together." Though Dr. Beldoch is 
speaking primarily of secular encounter groups, the 
principle applies to all encounter groups, including 
those formed of church members. Other gimmicks 
used in the Groups in Action sessions include cutting 
pictures from magazines to express one's feeling to
ward other members of the group, or to represent 
one's own emotional state, assigning a color to an
other person to symbolize a feeling about him, the 
giving of personal symbolic gifts to represent feel
ings, and other such kindergarten activities. All of 
this is, of course, a part of the special technique of 
the encounter experience. It is the manipulation of 
feelings by the group leader. Encounter enthusiasts 
often speak of the "happenings" that seem to occur 
in their sessions, as if everything about them were 
spontaneous. But the truth of the matter is that a 

special mood is set, a special place is selected and 
that, without the special techniques, nothing unusual 
would happen. In view of the crayons and paste, the 
encounter games (like falling backward in a demon
stration of trust that his assigned partner will catch 
one), and the sitting or kneeling on the floor tech
nique, the encounter exercises are almost a call for 
the participant to revert to babyhood. Emotionally, 
that is where they stand. 

In its Spiritual Encounter sessions, Groups in 
Action moves from instant psychotherapy to a reli
gious emphasis. It claims to help the participant: 

I) ''to celebrate the times in your life when 
God came to you in the midst of a caring fel
lowship"; 2) ''to celebrate the times in your 
life when God did the extraordinary"; 3) "to 
celebrate the times in your life when God be
came personally real to you"; 4) ''to celebrate 
the times in your life when God radically 
changed your thinking"; 5) "to celebrate the 
times in your life when God surprised and 
amazed you"; and 6) ''to celebrate the next 
step in the risky adventure of your spiritual pil-
grimage and to commission each other .... " 

There is little doubt that this section is designed 
to transfer the "feeling" emphasis in the Relational 
Labs to the area of religion and to replace thought 
with "experience" of a personal nature. It sets up 
the group member for the discredited Calvinistic ex
perience and witnessing approach to religion. And it 
seeks to become the springboard that launches the 
group member ("commissions" him) into an active 
social concern through religious motivation-a ploy, 
in other words, to introduce him to the social gospel.ln 
his new book, The Intensive Group Experience: The 
New Pietism, published by Westminster Press 1973, 
Thomas C. Oden discusses the Hasidic and Wesleyan 
influences on the encounter culture. Dr. Oden main
tains that the antecedents of current encounter groups 
can be found in the life and literature of Protestant 
and Jewish pietism. Of historic Protestant pietism 
and its Jewish parallel, the Hasidic movement, he 
says: 

"Pietism emphasized here-and-now experienc
ing, intensive small group encounter, honest 
confession within a trusting community, experi
mental mysticism, mutual pastoral care and the 
operation of the spirit at the level of nonverbal 

communication." 
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Dr. Oden affirms that Calvinism is being "re
appropriated in current encounter groups." And he 
says: 

"A prominent feature of all fonns of pietism, 
as well as the current encounter culture, is the 
concept of a spiritual breakthrough of intense 
emotive depth that changes behavior radically. 
The literature of pietism is filled with testimo
nials of persons who have undergone sudden 
and radical conversion experiences. Typically, 
after having first experienced themselves as 
being cursed by guilt and despair, they then 
describe how, within a supportive group, a radi
cal turning point is experienced, in which they 
deeply feel the acceptance and grace of God. ... " 

It is not difficult to see this very influence in the 
cells being formed within the church today. So intent 
are they on breaking away from tradition that they, 
wittingly or unwittingly, run straight into the anns of 
neo-orthodoxy-the new Calvinism and Lutheranism-
with its grace-versus-law, faith-only religiosity. Ex
periencing, witnessing and celebrating become the 
expressions of one's "faith." The Bible is left at 
home on the shelf while the communicants of the 
encounter pietism reach their peak experiences in un
adulterated subjectivism. Feeling is the main thrust 
of this concept of religion. And feeling is the heart
beat of religious encounter groups. In their view, 
knowing is anathema. Truth, because they are con
vinced of its unattainable nature, is not sought. Again, 
like children, they live at the level of emotion, not 
thought. 

Going back to Dr. Michael Beldoch and The False 
Psychology of Encounter Groups for a moment, he 
observes: 

Thailand Children's Home 
P.O. Box 13 Korat30000Thailand 

Chris C. Ward 
Program Adviser 

For information contact the address below: 

Stateside: 
Beattie Road Church of Christ 
1731 Beattie Road 
Albany, GA 31707 
Phone (912) 435-2193 

Overseas: 
P.O. Box 15 
Sung Noen 30170 
Thailand 

Helping Orphans & Abandoned Children 
Since February 1985 
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"What is it that the encounter group members 
wish so fervently and passionately to be true, in 
fact literally insist be true, that they surrender 
their individual capacity for judgment to their 
group and its facilitator? It is exactly this notion 
that feeling and expressing, rather than think
ing, are the solutions to what ails man. We are 
today in a veritable rage of anti-intellectuality. 
To know 'how' is thought to be enough; to know 
'why,' unnecessary and even troublesome." 

He makes a final thrust: 
''The movement is dishonest in that it attempts 
to reduce the inevitably complex and ongoing 
struggle of life to a mindless and momentary 
discharge of feeling." In the October, 1972 is
sue of The Spiritual Sword, Thomas B. Warren 
made some important statements along this line 
in an article entitled ''The Influence of Roman
tic Philosophy and Neopentecostalism in the 
Church Today." Dr. Warren said, ''Those who 
espouse the 'romantic' approach to philosophy 
of religion hold that 'the heart of man has rea
sons which his mind knows not or (in making 
decisions on religious questions). This approach 
basically entails I) the rejection of the view that 
truth is objective and 2) the acceptance of the 
view that truth is subjective. That means that 
'truth' is not something that has objective real
ity separate and apart from the mental states of 
knowing subjects. Rather, as per this view, 'truth' 
is changed (or even comes into existence) by 
the mental states of thinking minds. According 
to the position of at least some of the advocates 
of this view, the individual is absolute in that 
whatever he holds authentically is truth for him! 
A basic tenet is 'be thyselr or 'do your own 
thing.' According to this view there is no objec
tive, absolute truth to which men must conform 
in order to be in right relationship with God. 
Given this view, the Bible must be rejected as 
the absolute, inspired, inerrant, authoritative 

10 Gospel Meetings Left in 1992 

Theme: ''Restoring the New Testament Church" 

W. G. Haberman 
B.S.; B.A.; Th.M.; Ph.D.; Th.D. 
Graduate of the old Preston Road 

School of Preaching 
Kind, conservative preacher with 20 years experience 

2314 Wood Meadow, San Antonio, TX 78232 
512-494-4543 or 512-966-6116 



word of God. This view substitutes man's feel
ing as the only 'authority' (used in a very loose 
sense) he should recognize." 

Encounter groups among Christians, taking their 
methods and aims from secular encounter psychol
ogy, are, by their very nature, divisive. They repre
sent (to themselves, at least) a special class within the 
church of super-sensitive, super-spiritual, and super
loving souls. This is sheer snobbery. And it is child
ish. Their desire for mysticism coupled with their 
enchantment by psychotherapy lead them farther and 
farther from the truth and deeper and deeper into 
religious concepts that must eventually deny the truth. 
These encounter groups can serve as the opening 
wedges for neopentecostalism, the social gospel, ex-

istentialism, neo-orthodoxy and other errors to plague 
the church for years to come. Certainly, they should 
be discouraged from their folly and encouraged to 
value once again the Christianity set forth in the New 
Testament. 

707 E. Rusk 
Marshall, TX 75670 

(Editor's note: Warning! The Richland Hills 
Church of Christ in Fort Worth, Texas, announced in 
its January 1, 1992, bulletin that Lyman Coleman 
will teach a Small Group Training Seminar at the 
Richland Hills Family Life Center building on Satur
day, February 1, 1992. Coleman is a Charismatic
Baptist who heavily pushes neopentecostal-Calvin
ism. We just thought you ought to know-HAD). FF 

Remembering 
By J. Cleo Scott 

"Remember Lot's wife" (Luke 17:32). Lot, his 
wife, and their daughters were told to leave Sodom. 
As they left, Lot's wife looked back, disobeying God's 
instructions (Gen. 19:26). Jesus tells us to remember 
what happened to the wife of Lot. This teaches us 
several valuable lessons. 

First, we learn Jesus accepted the Old Testament 
as inspired truth. To be consistent, we must accept 
both the Old and New Testaments as true and there
fore infallible. Remember Lot's wife. 

Second, we must obey the Lord's commands re
gardless of how unimportant they may seem to us. 
The family of Lot was told not to look back. That 
seemed to be a very small thing. Mrs. Lot may have 
thought, "A quick glace can't hurt. Surely, God is 
not that nit-pickey." Remember Lot's wife. 

Third, ''No man having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God" 
(Luke 9:26). Paul said, "I count not myself to have 
attained, but this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark of 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" 
(Phil. 3:14). My dear brothers, keep on keeping on! 
Remember Lot's wife. 

Fourth, we must fear God. Lot's wife apparently 
did not think God would punish violation of his in
structions. We must take God at his word. God ex
pects us to live according to his teachings and will 
punish us if we fail. A sobering prospect! Remember 
Lot's wife. 

"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any 
time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken 
by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salva
tion; which at the first began to be spoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
him" (Heb. 2:1-4). Remember Lot's wife. 

2605 W. Ave. P 
Temple, TX 76504 
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Holy Spirit Promised to the Apostles 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 
A. Work of John the Baptist as Messiah's 

forerunner. 
1. A great change was about to occur 

(Heb. 8:8-1 0). 
2. John was sent to prepare the way for 

the coming Messiah-the Lord who is 
the messenger of the covenant. 
a. "Behold, I send my messenger, 

and he shall prepare the way 
before me: and the Lord, whom 
ye seek, will suddenly come to 
his temple; and the messenger 
of the covenant, whom ye de
sire, behold, he cometh, saith 
Jehovah of hosts" (Mal. 3: 1 ). 

b. "For this is he that was spoken 
of through Isaiah the prophet, 
saying, The voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, Make ye ready 
the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight'' (Matt. 3:3; Isa. 
40:3). 

c. Zacharias, the father of John, 
"was filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and prophesied, saying ... Y ea and 
thou, child, shalt be called the 
prophet of the Most High: For 
thou shalt go before the face of 
the Lord to make ready his 
ways. To give knowledge of sal
vation unto his people in the re
mission of their sins" (Luke 
1:67,76-77). 

B. The apostles were a special and unique 
class. 
1. "And Jesus said unto them, Verily I 

say unto you, that ye who have fol-
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lowed me, in the regeneration when 
the Son of man shall sit on the throne 
of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel" (Matt. 19:28). 

2. ''Truly the signs of an apostle were 
wrought among you in all patience, 
by signs and wonders and mighty 
works" (2 Cor. 12:12). 

II. Apostles and their preparation. 
A. The apostles, with the exception of Paul (a 

child untimely born-I Cor. 15:8), were first 
disciples of John and became followers of 
Jesus. John prepared them for, and pointed 
them to, Jesus. 
1. When Matthias was selected to take 

the place of Judas, the inspired Peter 
said Judas' office (overseership or 
superintendence) was to be taken by 
another (Acts I :20). This prophecy was 
made of Judas and no other apostle. 
Therefore we know. that only Judas 
was to have a successor in office. 

2. In giving the conditions of apostleship, 
Peter made it plain that one must have 
been a follower since the time of John 
the baptizer, and have seen the resur
rected Lord and was therefore able to 
be an eyewitness of the resurrection. 
a. "Of the men therefore that have 

companied with us all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and 
went out among us, beginning 
from the baptism of John, unto 
the day that he was received up 
from us, of these must one be
come a witness with us of his 
resurrection" (Acts 1:21-22). 



b. This is repeated in Peter's ser
mon at the house of Cornelius. 
Peter remembers the baptism of 
John (Acts 1 0:37) and adds "and 
we are witnesses of all things 
which he did both in the country 
of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 
whom also they slew, hanging 
him on a tree. Him God raised 
up the third day, and gave him 
to be made manifest, not to all 
the people, but unto witnesses 
that were chosen before of God, 
even to us, who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the 
dead. And he charged us to 
preach unto the people, and to 
testify that this is he who is or
dained of God to be the Judge of 
the living and the dead" (Acts 
10:39-42). 

c. No man since the ftrst century 
has these qualifications and there
fore none since the ftrst century 
is an apostle. 

B. John made promises to the apostles. 
1. "I indeed baptize you in water unto 

repentance: but he that cometh after 
me is mightier than I, whose shoes I 
am not worthy to bear: he shall bap
tize you in the Holy Spirit and in ftre" 
(Matt. 3:11). 
a Of those baptized by John in wa

ter some would later be baptized 
by Jesus in the Holy Spirit and 
ftre. 

b. This answers the question of who 
baptized the apostles in water
John did! The solitary exception 
was Paul. 

C. Jesus reminded the apostles of this prom
ise of John and said it would be performed 
soon after his ascension. 
1. "For John indeed baptized with wa

ter; but ye shall be baptized in the 
Holy Spirit not many days hence" 
(Acts 1:5). 

2. "And when the day of Pentecost was 
now come, they were all together in 
one place. And suddenly there came 
from heaven a sound as of the rush
ing of a inighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them tongues part
ing asunder, like as of fire; and it sat 
upon each one of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and be
gan to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. Now 
there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men, from every nation under 
heaven. And when this sound was 
heard, the multitude came together, 
and were confounded, because that 
every man heard them speaking in his 
own language. And they were all 
amazed and marvelled, saying, Be
hold, are not all these that speak 
Galilaeans?" (Acts 2: 1-7). 

3. Note the signs that accompanied Holy 
Spirit baptism. 
a. The sound as of the rushing of a 

mighty wind, so loud it attracted 
thousands. 

b. Fire distributed among the 
apostles. 

c. The ability to speak convincingly 
in a foreign language. 

d. None of these is observed in the 
modem world. 

ill. Baptism in the Holy Spirit stopped. 
A. Because the signs that attended the bap

tism in the Holy Spirit and ftre are not 
present today, we must conclude that none 
today is baptized in the Holy Spirit and 
ftre. 
Comments on the Outline 

The preparatory work of John included recruiting 
the men who became the chief lieutenants of the 
captain of our salvation. Messiah later selected and 
appointed them to their high position as his primary 
assistants. He said to his apostles, "Y e did not choose 
me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that ye should 
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide: 
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that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you" (John 15:16). 

The apostles were a special group, selected to do 
a special work, prepared with special instructions, 
and given special power. They are unique in all of 
history. None like them before. None like them since. 
The twelve foundations of the eternal city have in
scribed upon them the names of the twelve apostles 
of the Lamb (Rev. 21:14). The expression "the 
twelve," to designate the apostles, is found 29 times 
in the American Standard Version of the New Testa
ment. It is so common that to refer to the twelve in a 
religious sense immediately brings to mind the 
apostles. 

There were twelve tribes of Israel. The tribe of 
Joseph was divided into two tribes, making thirteen 
tribes, but they are still referred to as the twelve 
tribes. There were twelve apostles of the Lord. One 
of them fell away and went to his own place. He was 
longer an apostle. Matthias was selected to take the 
office of the defector. Later Paul was added as an 
apostle ''not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles" 
(2 Cor. 11 :5). Paul's inclusion made thirteen apostles, 
but they are still referred to as the twelve apostles. 

In the heavenly Jerusalem the twelve gates of the 
city will be named for the twelve tribes of Israel, 
though there are thirteen tribes (Rev. 21:12). In the 
same celestial city the twelve foundations will be 
named for the twelve apostles of Christ, though there 
are thirteen apostles (Rev. 21:14). Anyhow, this shows 
a small, very exclusive number. The apostles of Jesus
the twelve-are a remarkable group, prepared in a 
remarkable way, to do a remarkable work. Many 
promises made to them belong to them exclusively. 

In Matthew 3:11 John promised the apostles that 
Jesus would baptize them in the Holy Spirit and in 
frre. Some have attempted to separate the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit and the baptism in frre and make 
them apply to two different things. Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit and baptism in fire are tied together with 
a conjunction. This requires the conclusion that bap
tism in the Holy Spirit is vitally connected with bap
tism in fire. We may not apply baptism in the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles at Pentecost and baptism in fire 
to a time yet future when the sinful shall be cast into 
a lake of fire. In Mark 16:16 Jesus ties belief and 
baptism together with a conjunction. In Acts 2:38 
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repentance and baptism are tied with a conjunction. 
We understand that it does violence to either text to 
apply either the belief and the baptism or the repen
tance and the baptism to different things. They are 
joined and may not be put asunder. The same is true 
of the promise that Jesus would baptize the apostles 
in the Holy Spirit and fire. 

In Ephesians 4:5 Paul tells us there is one bap
tism. Peter says water baptism saves us (1 Peter 3:19-
21 ). If baptism in water does not continue, then there 
is no salvation today because Peter says plainly that 
water baptism saves. If there is one baptism and if 
water baptism continues, then the one baptism of 
Ephesians 4:5 is water baptism. There is no other 
baptism remaining. Therefore the baptism in fire of 
Matthew 3:11 must refer to a baptism now past and 
no longer remaining. John tied it to the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit. 

In the context John does discuss future judgment 
and punishment by fire (Matthew 3: 12) but does not 
call it a baptism. His statement is that the one who 
would come after him was greater and mightier than 
he. The coming one's surpassing power would be 
seen in two things: first, the baptism of the apostles 
in the Holy Spirit and in fire and, second, his coming 
in judgment when the lost would be gathered out of 
the kingdom of earth and consigned to the lake that 
bums with fire and brimstone. The two are not nec
essarily connected. Jesus would do two things: (1) 
baptize the apostles in the Holy Spirit and in fire and 
(2) judge the world and punish the unbelieving and 
disobedient in unquenchable fire. 

When Jesus sent the Holy Spirit upon the apostles 
on the day of Pentecost, they were immersed in the 
Spirit. It filled the house where they were sitting 
(Acts 2:2), and they were filled with the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:4). The fire that gave evidence of the Spirit's 
presence engulfed the apostles. They were immersed 
in flames of fire-baptized in frre. This made the 
outward manifestation of an invisible Spirit all the 
more astounding. The people heard "the sound as of 
the rushing of a mighty wind" that filled the house 
where the apostles were seated. They came together 
in a great multitude, comprising at least 3,000 and 
probably many more than that, and saw twelve men 
walking in the midst of fire unconsumed and without 
the smell of smoke upon them-like the Hebrew chil-



dren in the fiery furnace. They heard these men speak
ing foreign languages with a Galilean accent and knew 
they were rude and uneducated, but spoke a foreign 
tongue eloquently. All this combined to dumbfound 
the thousands of people in that multitude. Luke says 
they were "confounded, amazed, marvelled, and per
plexed." Fire is often the symbol of the presence of 
deity: Moses at the burning bush; the pillar of cloud 
and fire that lead Israel out of Egypt and later filled 
Solomon's temple; Mount Sinai being on fire when 
God touched it; Isaiah said, "Jehovah will come with 
frre"; the coming of Jehovah to Ezekiel was like 
"fire infolding itself'; the prophet saw the Lord "as 
it were the appearance of fire"; the eyes of Jesus 
when he appeared to John on Patmos were like 
"flames of fire." 

to be evinced by submerging them in fire. John's 
promise was literally fulfilled-they were baptized in 
the Holy Spirit and in fire. 

The sound, the frre, the ability to speak richly in 
a language not studied makes the baptism of the 
apostles with the Spirit impossible to simulate. The 
real thing was so outstanding, so supernatural, so 
miraculous that it cannot be imitated. Those claiming 
baptism in the Holy Spirit today should take note. 
The childish and often silly antics (falling down, jerk
ing, shouting, laughing, jumping and dancing, bark
ing like dogs, and the like) people naively accept as 
evidence of the Spirit's presence in modem times 
falls far short of what happened to the apostles on 
that long ago Pentecost day in Jerusalem. The marvel 
and complexity of the apostolic experience exceed 

The imagery of fire is so often used to denote the 
presence of God that it should come as no surprise 
for the baptism of the apostles in God the Holy Spirit 

our fancy. 11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

9th Annual Southwest Arkansas Lectures 
March 13-15, 1992 

Theme: "Hold Fast the Pattern" (2 Timothy 1: 13) 
Cullendale Church of Christ, Camden, Arkansas 

Friday, March 13 
7:00 P.M ........................................................ Pattern of Godly Living ................................................................... Jack Orbison (Jacksonville, TX) 
7:45 P.M ........................................................ False Patterns: Saved by Faith Alone ............................................. Andrew Connally (Seagoville, TX) 

Saturday,.March 14 
9:00 A.M ....................................................... Pattern of Biblical Henneneutics .................................................... Bill Lockwood (Marlow, OK) 

10:00 A.M ....................................................... Pattern of Evangelism ...................................................................... Andrew Connally (Seagoville, TX) 
11 :00 A.M ....................................................... False Patterns: Is the Church of Christ a Denomination? ............. Wayman Swain (Bastrop, LA) 
12:00 A.M . ...................................................... Lunch Break 
2:00 P.M ........................................................ Question/Answer Panel 
3:00 P.M ........................................................ Pattern of Understanding God's Word ........................................... Steve Wiggins (Jonesboro, AR) 
4:00 P.M ........................................................ Pattern of Love ................................................................................. John Bowles (Crossett, AR) 
5:00 P.M . ....................................................... Supper Break 
7:00 P.M ........................................................ Pattern of Fellowship Among Congregations ................................ Garland Elkins (Memphis, TN) 
7:45 P.M ........................................................ Pattern of Gospel Preaching ............................................................ Keith Mosher (Memphis, TN) 

Sunday, March 15 
9:00 A.M ....................................................... Pattern of Fruit Bearing ................................................................... Tim Ayers (Camden, AR) 

10:00 A.M ....................................................... Pattern of Woman's Role ................................................................ David Brown (Austin, TX) 
11 :00 A.M ....................................................... Congregational Meo/ 
2:00 P.M ........................................................ Question/Answer Panel 
3:00 P.M ........................................................ False Patterns: Denominationalism ................................................. Lynn Blair (Redwater, TX) 

4:00 P.M ........................................................ Make All Things According to the Pattern .................................... David Brown (Austin, TX) 

Tapes may be ordered from: 
Thomas A. Gardner 

2229 Lotus Ft. Worth, TX 76111 

For more information, write 
Cullendale Church of Christ, 2707 Mt. Holly Road, Camden, AR 71701 

or call501-231-5228. 
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How Not to Say It, 
While Pretending to 

By Wayne Coats 

· Strange caption for an article, but most befitting 
to some things heard in a meeting from which I have 
just returned. 

The time: December 18, 1991, a little past noon. 
The place: On the premises of the Graymere 

Church of Christ in Columbia, Tennessee. 
The persons invited: The two letters sent out were 

''To Area Preachers," and the letter under date of 
December 4, 1991, stated, "Feel free to invite your 
elders or anyone else who has an interest in the topic 
of discussion.:' 

The occasion: Brethren in and around Columbia 
meet together monthly for a "preachers' meeting" 
and some who attend are not preachers. It seems as 
if some of the good brethren have had questions about 
the unsoundness at David Lipscomb University. Ar
rangements were made to invite Harold Hazelip, the 
president of Lipscomb, to come to the December 
meeting. 

For what reason? According to a letter mailed 
out by brother John Vaughn on a Graymere letter
head under date of December 4, 1991, the recipients 
of said letter were told that "Harold Hazelip and 
Jacky Ray Davis were coming to discuss David Lip
scomb University and to answer any questions and 
concerns anyone may have regarding the school." 

In another letter mailed by brother Vaughan on 
December 13, 1991, he wrote, "At several of our 
preachers' luncheons, a discussion of David Lips
comb University has come up. There are questions 
that are bothering all of us concerning the direction 
the school may be going. I have invited brother Harold 
Hazelip, President of David Lipscomb University, to 
come to our next preachers' luncheon and answer 
questions and give us information concerning the 
school. 

My appraisal: My appraisal is without praise
except I deeply appreciate brother Vaughan and oth
ers trying to host a meeting where supposedly con-
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cerns and questions would be addressed. Such was 
the stated purpose of the meeting. What is so wrong 
with discussing "the direction the school is going"? 
The Columbia brethren are right on the beam, and 
may they stay there. 

What is so terrible about brother Buster Dobbs' 
coming from Houston, Texas? No doubt he was in
vited (as were all others); he had an interest in the 
topic of discussion; and he also had questions and 
concerns regarding the school. That didn't soothe the 
visible ire of brother Hazelip one whit regarding the 
presence of brother Dobbs. Why was it such a pro
found issue with brother Hazelip? Why, why, why? 
Brother Dobbs had some concerns and questions that 
were relevant. Was not the agenda to include having 
brother Hazelip "answer questions and give us infor
mation concerning the school''? 

You ask, "Which questions of concern were forth
rightly answered?" Not a solitary one, and I perjure 
not. In legal terminology it is called "pretrial diver
sion" when one doesn't desire to have one's case 
tried. In logic, when one evades, shifts, diverts atten
tion, and deals with extraneous and totally unrelated 
matters, it could be called begging the question or 
refusing to face the main issue. Down on the farm, 
such vacillating is compared to hogs sliding around 
on ice. Psychology students learn that anger, hostil
ity, and belligerence stem from deep insecurity. I 
was not alone in feeling shame in the way brother 
Hazelip responded to various brethren. It was my 
feeling that the meeting should have adjourned, only 
to be reconvened after reading The Taming of the 

·Shrew. 
Was anything of value accomplished? Were any 

concerns and questions dissipated? It should be of 
value to brethren in Columbia, Tennessee, as well as 
all other areas represented, to see that when there are 
questions and concerns about the direction Lipscomb 
is going, they cannot expect these concerns to be 



addressed by brother Hazelip. Ask him a question 
about Lipscomb and you will get a diversion to 
Glasgow, Kentucky, or Houston. Why? 

If any who came to the meeting did not have 
concerns and questions, surely they must have gone 
away with grievous and aggravated doubts. If there 
were those present who had unconfirmed suspicions, 
then beyond question and reasonable doubt, those 
suspicions were disgustingly confirmed. Brother 
Dobbs asked brother Hazelip if he would make a 
strong statement in support of the Old Paths. Why 
did brother Hazelip evade the question? 

I would like to hear from anyone in attendance 
who feels that brother Hazelip helped his cause one 
whit by refusing to address those questions presented 
I would like to have a reasonable, assuring, and intel
ligent statement from anyone as to how the eause at 
Lipscomb was helped, and I do promise not to fly off 
the handle. If I ever have a cause to defend, before 
God I would not want brother Hazelip as my 
daysman. 

705 Hillview Drive 
Mt. Juliet, TN 3 7122 

Does Admitting a Moral Evil 
Make the Evil Right? 

By Clarence Lavender 

Tuesday morning, July 10, 1990, there appeared 
on CNN News a segment on the ordination of two 
lesbians and one homosexual into the Lutheran priest
hood. 

On being questioned, a Lutheran "bishop" ar
gued that accepting such life styles into the ministry 
was only a question of "being honest." He said, "I 
have known men who have been in the priesthood 
for forty years who are homosexual secretly; it's time 
for us (Lutherans) to grow up and accept these men 
and women into our work publicly." 

To show the outright absurdity of this "reason
ing," would the "bishop" accept as morally right a 
man or woman who admits stealing secretly? Would 
admitting they were thieves sanction thievery? If 
people admitted publicly all the evils done in secret, 
would "being honest" make them morally right? 
What about men who are professional killers, forni
cators, adulterers, child molesters, and drug dealers? 
Would "being honest" make these acts right? To be· 
consistent in his "reasoning" the "bishop" would 
have to accept such things because they are the con
sequences of his "reasoning." 

Friend, admitting an evil does not make it morally 
right and acceptable to God or man. All works of the 
flesh are wrong whether practiced secretly or openly 
and will be judged by God (Gal. 5:19-20; II Cor. 5:10). 

Carried to the ultimate, the ''bishop" could with 
his "reasoning" make everything right that is wrong, 
simply by confessing and practicing it openly. Such 
false philosophy is subjectivism and lacks Bible foun
dation. 

Homosexuality, whether sodoniy or lesbianism, 
whether known or hidden, is a moral evil. In the Old 
Testament such acts were morally evil and con
demned. "If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth 
with a woman, both of them, have committed an 
abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their 
blood shall be upon them" (Lev."20:13). In the New 
Testament homosexual acts are sinful. 

"For this cause God gave them up unto vile 
affections: for even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature: 
And likewise also the men, leaving the natural 
use of the woman, burned in their lust one to
ward another; men with men working that which 
is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that 
recompense of their error which was meet" 
(Rom. 1 :26-27). "Know ye not that the unrigh
teous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 
not deceived, neither fornicators, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate (the Greek word arsenokoites, 
meaning "a male who goes to bed with another 
male''), nor abusers of themselves with man
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God" (I Cor. 6:9-1 0). 
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Friend, admitting an evil does not make the evil 
right. By repenting of an evil, a person will be for
given (Luke 13:3,5). Repentance is a change of mind 
leading to a change of conduct. If the Bible says 
something is evil, it is evil regardless of whether it is 

practiced openly or secretly. The Bible is right and 
cannot be wrong (John 8:32; 17:17; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 
Jude 3; Gal. I :7-9). P. 0. Box306 

Christiansburg, VA 24073 
Fp 

PleasantAfe~nories 
--- By Howard R. Horton ---

"Jerusalem remembered in the days of her aftlic
tion and of her miseries all her pleasant things that 
she had in the days of old .... " (Lam. 1 :7). Jerusa
lem-most of its inhabitants-had nothing but memo
ries, some good, some not so good. 

We do not know what the future may bring. It may 
bring good times, prosperity and good health, or it 
may find us in sickness, bad times, and not flourish
ing. How will we handle the future, if the future isn't 
good? One way is by having precious memories. 

We are to "lay up for ourselves treasures in 
heaven" (Matthew 6:20). Heavenly treasures include 
compassionate works and service and worship and 
sweet associations. 

I was away from the church for almost ten years. 
It wasn't the fault of my parents, or my environment, 
or my companions, or the church. It was my fault. 
One reason I came back to the Lord was the precious 
memories of fellowship with the elders, the preacher, 
and all the class teachers. I had "all things com
mon" with those who were faithful at the local con
gregation during my years of loyal service. 

When troublesome times came upon Jerusalem 
(the Babylonian Captivity), there was no one to "com
fort her'' or to ''wipe her tears away" (Lam. I :2). 
Her "lovers" (Egypt, Edom, Ammon, Moab, and 
Sidon) had all forsaken her (Jer. 2:36; 27:3). There 
was none to comfort! 

It is also true of individual Christians. If we leave 
God-his work, worship and commandments-and find 
ourselves in trouble and brought low, our "lovers" 
won't be there. One commentator reported that "lov
ers are for pleasure, but when adversity comes, they 
are dismissed." 

We can have an abundance of precious memories 
from the past-the warm smile and handshake of an 
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elder, the preacher, or a brother-the pleasant "Hello! 
Where have you been? It's good to see you"- fel
lowship of worship as we sit with the saints and offer 
up to the God of heaven the "fruit of our lips" (Heb. 
13: 15). Worship helps us to be faithful now and in
stills in us precious memories for tomorrow. Asso
ciation with the saints provides recollections of com
panionship that become heavenly treasures. They are 
there because we put them there in brotherhood and 
family and righteousness. For that effort and obedi
ence, the faithful Christian gets to carry that task, 
that accomplishment, that reasonable and spiritual 
service with him. When troublesome times come, the 
Christian can draw strength, encouragement and peace 
from all the pleasant things in the days of old. 

"And when he had spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that country; and he began to 
be in want. And he went and joined himself to 
one of the citizens of that country; and he sent 
him into his field to feed swine. And he would 
fain have filled his belly with the husks that the 
swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. But 
when he came to himself he said, How many 
hired servants of my father's have bread enough 
and to spare, and I perish here with hunger! I 
will arise and go to my father, and will say unto 
him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
in thy sight. ... "(Luke 15:14-18). 

The memory of a good home brought the wasteful 
son back, when he came to himself. 

How precious are thoughts of family, brethren, 
worship, service! The good memories can cause us 
to resolve to be faithful and true-if we let them. 

P. 0. Box690 
Sapulpa, OK 74067 
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Hands and the Spirit 
By Stephen Wiggins 

The Bible relates various reasons for the laying 
on of hands. Each specific purpose is determined by 
considering its scriptural context. Laying on of hands 
in the Old Testament was in relation to offering up 
animal sacrifices, exercising capital punishment, and 
bestowing blessings upon others. In the New Testa
ment hands were laid on people to bestow blessings, 
heal the sick, set aside certain ones for a particular 
work, and distribute miraculous gifts among some 
Christians. It is this latter purpose, the impartation of 
spiritual gifts, that we wish to discuss. 

There were only two ways in which God be
stowed the gifts of the Spirit upon mankind in the 
early days of Christianity. The first way was by Holy 
Spirit baptism. Recorded instances of this phenom
enon are limited to the apostles and the household of 
Cornelius. The second way was by the imposition of 
an apostle's hands. Acts 8:14-19 establishes the rule 
that only an apostle could lay hands on an individual 
to impart miraculous spiritual gifts. The Bible does 
not give details of every instance when saints re
ceived spiritual gifts through the hands of an apostle. 
Yet, when the disciples are in possession of spiritual 
gifts, the understood rule is those gifts came through 
the imposition of apostolic hands. 

In Acts chapter eight Saul led a persecution against 
the church, "and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, all ex
cept the apostles." Those dispersed went everywhere 
preaching, one of whom was Philip, who went down 
to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Christ. 
When the apostles heard that the Samaritans had 
obeyed the gospel, they sent unto them Peter and 
John who, when they were come down, prayed for 
them that they might receive the Spirit. "Then laid 
they their hands on them and they received the Holy 
Spirit." 

It is unmistakable that the Samaritans received 
the Spirit as a direct result of the laying on of the 
apostles' hands, for, the text further says, "Simon 

saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands 
the Holy Spirit was given." Simon offered the 
apostles money, saying, "Give me also this power, 
that on whomsoever I may lay my hands, he may 
receive the Holy Spirit." 

Why did Philip not lay hands upon the Samari
tans to distribute spiritual gifts among his converts? 
The reason is Philip was not an apostle and did not 
possess this power that was peculiar to the apostles. 
It is true that Philip was "full of the Spirit" and a 
worker of miracles (Acts 6:3-5; 8:5-7). Still, he did 
not possess the same miraculous power as the apostles. 
He could not impart miraculous gifts to others. The 
apostles could give the Holy Spirit through the lay
ing on of their hands. This is the reason it was essen
tial for the apostles, when they heard that Samaria 
had received the word, to send two from their num
ber so the Samaritans might receive "spiritual gifts." 

An apostle had to be present and by physically 
laying his hands upon others give them a measure of 
the Holy Spirit. One reason the apostle Paul desired 
to go to Rome was to impart spiritual gifts to some 
disciples. "For I long to see you, that I may impart 
unto you some spiritual gift, to the end that ye may 
be established" (Rom. 1: 11 ). Paul did not tell them 
to pray for a spiritual gift. He knew these gifts could 
come only through the laying on of an apostle's hands. 
Anyone converted in the first century that did not 
have access to an apostle could not and did not re
ceive a miraculous gift. 

Several reasons may be given why miraculous 
gifts are no longer possessed by members of the 
church today. One reason is the avenue of receiving 
these gifts is no longer available. There are no apostles 
on earth today to lay hands upon us to impart these 
gifts. When the last apostle died, this forever ended 
the receiving of spiritual gifts through their hands. 

P. O.Box233 
Jonesboro, AR 72401 
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The Trouble-Maker 
By AI Brown 

The Prince of Peace said, "I came not to send 
peace, but a sword" (Matt. 10:34). He promised to 
disrupt families, and bring contention. Jesus came to 
give the abundant life. He also came to disrupt, un
settle, and upset. He said he would be a peace-bring
ing-trouble-maker. 

Jesus was the most peaceful person who ever 
lived. Yet, no one had a more turbulent life. He was 
continually.getting into trouble. He does not ask his 
followers to do more than he endured, but he asks no 
less either! Our lives will be peacefully tumultuous, 
if we follow Jesus. 

Jesus' Effect on People of His Day 
Jesus was always getting people into hot water. 

Zacchaeus was happy with his ill-gotten gains until 
Jesus went home with him (Luke 19:2-1 0). Suddenly, 
he found himself in trouble. He confessed his sins, 
paid back four times as much as he wrongfully ex
acted, and gave half his goods to the poor! But he 
was joyful! Jesus ''was set for the rising and falling 
of many in Israel." 

The woman at the well (John 4:7-26) was at ease 
that day when she came to get water, but after talk
ing with Jesus, she was in trouble. With four hus
bands to her discredit and living in adultery, she faced 
the hard task of clearing up that domestic mess (which 
is like many today). She could never be content until 
she got her life straight (which is still like many 
today). Jesus is "a light to bring revelation to the 
Gentiles, and glory to Israel." 

Nicodemus was a straight-laced member of the 
Sanhedrin (John 3:1-21). He was a typical priggish 
Pharisee. H.e had one late-night conversation with 
Jesus. After that, as a secret disciple, he was afraid of 
his fellow Jewish leaders. Unhappy, tragic man---:-try
ing to be born again without letting anyone know 
about it! This tormented ruler attempted to hold to 
the world with one hand and to Jesus with the other 
hand Jesus ''puts down the mighty from their thrones, 
and exalts the lowly." 

20 ~.:b Fouod~t:; 

The rich ruler was fairly content but searching 
(Matt. 19: 16-22). He told Jesus he had observed all 
the Law from his youth. He asked, "What lack I 
yet?" The Lord challenged him to part with all his 
goods and follow me. Now the ruler knew what he 
lacked, and he was in trouble. He was not as righ
teous as he thought. He had heart trouble-it was cov
etous. The ruler refused and went away sorrowful, 
for he was very rich-poor man!. Jesus "fills the 
hungry with good things, and the rich he sends away 
empty." 

Transformation Is Necessary 
We can see why Jesus is a trouble maker by look

ing at the nature of the problem with which he deals. 
Sinners must be taken to pieces and reconstructed. It 
is not possible to convert materially oriented people 
into the kingdom of God, or transform the morally 
corrupt into paragons of virtue, without trouble and 
effort. The only way such a task can be done is for 
each person to be made over-regenerated (Rom. 6:3-
6,17; 12:1; 2 Cor. 5:17). 

Regeneration means renouncing old aims and val
ues. The Prince of Peace demands first place, and 
that often conflicts with ties to family or human lore. 
This is the first rule of discipleship (Matt. 1 0:34-39). 
Every convert from denominationalism confronts this 
test? Christ gets him into trouble, but gives peace and 
happiness to all who yield; 
Antagonism Between Christ and the World 

The kingdom of Christ is hostile to the world. 
Jesus said, "Ifye were of the world, the world would 
love its own: but because ye are not of the world, but 
I chose you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you'' (John 15:19). "Friendship of the world 
is enmity with God. Whosoever therefore would be a 
friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God" 
(Jas. 4:4). 

"Love not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world. If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, 



the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 
vain glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever'' (1 John 2:15-17). Serving Christ can mean 
martyrdom and always means persecution. Every one 
who is loyal to Christ will suffer ridicule and scorn. 
To keep out of trouble one only has to do nothing 
when one should act; be silent when one should speak; 
and chatter in circles when straight talk is needed 

How many Christians try to avoid trouble by cov
ering up for their sinning relatives and excuse what 
they do-all in the name of preserving family unity. 
Paul challenges us: "Quit you like men, be strong" · 
(1 Cor. 16:13). Many professing disciples of Jesus 
are like the priest and Levite (Luke 10:30-37). They 
do not want to get involved. It is easier to pass by on 
the other side and tum the face away. 

Christ Unsettles the Settled Mind 
Christ brings a sword-the word of God-and de

clares war. The gospel of salvation and peace is "liv
ing, and active, and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and 
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to dis~ 
cern the thoughts and intents of the heart'' (Heb. 
4:12). It cuts through old habits, opposes cherished 
sins, and sets up a new standard that is contrary to 
the world. 

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. His people are not 
looking for a fight, but still have no small disputation 
with the earthy, and with hypocrites, who honor Jesus 
with "their lips, but their heart is far from 
him ... teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men." 

The gentle, loving, and peaceful Jesus was not 
free from debate and opposition. Christ pennits no 
compromise. Truth must be spoken; error· must. be 
exposed; and sin must be denounced. If all speak 
well of you, look out-you may be unfaithful! 

Jesus said when he was in sight of the cross, 
"These things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye 
may have peace. In the world ye have tribulation: but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John 
16:33). P. 0. Box 2614 
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1992 Southwest Lectures 
''Leviticus and Numbers" 

Aprii12-1S, 1992 

Sunday, Aprllll Tuesday, April 14 
9:30A.M ............... (All classes) Leviticus 1-2 ... Perry Cotham 9:00 A.M ................ Leviticus 15-16 ..................... Robert Taylor 

10:30 A.M ............... Leviticus 3-4 ......................... Joe Gilmore 10:00 A.M ................ Leviticus 25 ........................... Curtis Cates 
CongregatioTIDI meal following moming worship hour. 11 :00 A.M ................ Leviticus 26-27 ..................... Gary Colley 

1:30 P.M •......•.•.•.•.• Q/A Session .......................... (Cotham, Gilmore, 1:30 P.M ................ Numbers 5-6 ........................ ;Dub McClish 
........................................................................ Moffitt, Cates) ....................... Ladies Class .......................... Janice Gamer 

6:00P.M ................ Leviticus 5-6 ......................... Jerry Moffitt 2:30P.M ................ S.W.S.B.S. Forum 
7:00 P.M ................ Leviticus 7-8 ......................... Curtis Cates 3:30 P.M ................ Numbers 7-8-9 ...................... Terry Phillips 

Monday, Aprll13 7:00 P.M ................ Numbers 11-12 ..................... Robert Taylor 
9:00A.M ............... Leviticus 23-24 ..................... Bob Berard 8:00P.M ................ Numbers 14-15 ..................... Guss EOff 

10:00 A.M ............... Leviticus 11-12 ..................... Jerry Moffitt Wednesday, April 15 
11:00 A.M ............... Leviticus 13-14 ..................... Charles DiPalma 9:00 A.M ................ Numbers 16-17 ..................... AI Macias 
1:30 P.M ................ Leviticus 9-10 ....................... David Brown 10:00 A.M ................ Numbers 18-19 ..................... Michael Hatcher 

....................... Ladies Class .......................... Janice Gamer 11 :00 A.M ................ Numbers 20-21 ..................... Joe Gilmore 
2:30P.M ................ Open Forum .......................... (Panei--Sain, Cates, 1:30 P.M ................ Numbers 22-23 ..................... Dan Carter 

........................................................................ Moffitt) 2:30 P.M ................ Numbers 24-25 ..................... Carl Gamer 
3:30 P.M ................ Leviticus 17-18 ..................... Bill Lockwood 3:30 P.M ................ Numbers 27-28 ..................... Gene Smith 
7:00 P.M ................ Leviticus 19-20 ..................... Paul Sain 7:00 P.M ................ Numbers 30-31 ..................... Dub McClish 
8:00 P.M ................ Leviticus 21-22 ..................... Oary CoUey 8:00 P.M ................ Numbers 32-35-36 ................ Bill Lockwood 

Lectureship Book Provides Commentary on Complete Text of Leviticus and Numbers 
Southwest Church of Christ 

8900 Manchaaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78748 

512-282-2486 
David P. Brown, Director 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Non-Instrumental Worship 
By Alta May Lumbard Charline Lemonds 

Sexton 

(Alta May Lumbard was a music teacher for over 40 years and taught at the college level. She was 
employed as an organist by denominational churches. She received training at Huron University, Huron, S.D.; 
Northwestern University, Evanston, fll.; University of Kentucky, Lexington, Ky.; Mozart Conservatory, Salzburg, 
Austria; and Juilliard School of Music in New City. She was baptized into Christ May 1, 1966. She wrestled 
with the instrument question for a few years but eventually accepted New Testament teaching on music in 
worship. Alta May Lumbard died January 6, 1992. Please read her fine article thoughtfully. It is well worth 
your time. --Charline Lemonds Sexton) 

The people in this church of Christ were so warm 
and friendly that it made me want to understand why 
they worshipped without instrumental music. (It was 
a temptation to me to respond by going forward right 
away.) But I felt I would be a hypocrite to identify 
with them and thus show my gratitude in a false way. 
So I was very pleased when they began a study of 
music in the church. Incidentally, this study had been 
planned before they knew me. This was exactly what 
I was wanting to know-why they felt as they did 
about instrumental music in a worship service. At the 
outset I was certain that I would be able to refute any 
points they might bring up. I began a close search of 
the Bible to get my "ammunition" ready to shoot 
down their defense of non-instrumental music in a 
worship service. 

It occurred to me that their singing without the 
help of an instrument was just a carried-over "coun
try" custom based on ignorance of cultural change or 
lack of funds to buy an instrument. The increased 
spiritual aspect of singing unaccompanied had not 
occurred to me, although I recalled how thrilling it 
had been to sing with an a cappella choir when in 
college. As I became better acquainted with the church 
members, I found them to be highly intelligent and 
far from the "country" classification. The lessons 
given were intellectual and thoughtful; this certainly 
could not have risen from ignorance of the world of 
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today. My respect for their sincerity in their worship 
grew. 

During their study of music in the church, sev
eral members took part in the discussion. One person 
remarked that instrumental music had an emotional 
rather than a spiritual appeal. While thinking about 
this, I came to realize that the words were the spiri
tual part of a hymn, not the music. More thought 
about this convinced me to admit to myself that the 
pieces I had played on the organ for church services 
had been deliberately chosen for their emotional ap
peal, not for spiritual depth. Music I had chosen for 
choirs which I directed had been chosen for its dra
matic, emotional, or entertaining appeal to the con
gregation. My "house of cards" was beginning to 
collapse! I had always felt that God had given me 
this musical talent and that I was using it to glorify 
him. But when I thought honestly about it, I remem
bered how pleasant it was to have people compli
ment me on the music I had played or the music the 
choir had sung. How proud I was to "perform" a 
difficult Bach Prelude and Fugue! I had not been 
glorifying God; I had been glorifying myself! Actu
ally I had presented a theatrical performance of or
gan music. My "house of cards" tumbled down fur
ther. 

Thinking about the choirs I had directed brought 
back memories of how people in the denominational 



churches would complain to me as "Minister of 
Music" about this choir mem]?er' s fancy hair-do, or 
that choir member's dangling earrings, or one choir 
member's trying to "steal the show" by singing too 
loud and drowning out the rest of the choir, or a 
choir member who looked over the congregation to 
see who was in attendance and what they were wear
ing or several choir members whispering to each other 
during the service. All these complaints were true 
and proved to me that a choir was a distraction to 
worship, not a contribution to the spiritual atmosphere 
of a worship service. 

When a soloist "performed' in a worship ser
vice, the congregation who listened were judging the 
color and quality of his or her voice, the physical 
appearance, and mannerisms of the soloist. The spiri
tual import of the words or message of the song were 
just incidental. Remarks made to me by members of 
the congregation after these solos showed some solo
ists to be star entertainers, and other soloists disliked 
for one reason or another. Again I realized that the 
choir's part in the worship service had been a theatri
cal performance with very little spiritual impact. 

When hymns were sung by the congregation ac
companied by the organ, which was supposed to sup
port and make the congregational singing better, the 
singing was half-hearted with scarce attention given 
to the meaning of the words. Some members stood 
with open books and closed mouths, watching and 
listening to others who participated. Any member 
brave enough to sing loudly and whole-heartedly was 
the recipient of stares and smiles from other mem
bers of the congregation. The portent of the words of 
the hymn was definitely overlooked. To me, now, 
the message in the words of a hymn is more mean
ingful without instrumental accompaniment. Congre
gational singing in all churches of Christ which I 
have attended far surpasses that of any church I had 
been associated with which used instrumental accom
paniment. The emotional impact of the words of the 
hymn is sincere worship and all members participate 
from their hearts in the churches of Christ. Again, I 
really began to capitulate when I had to agree that 
instrumental music was a "frill" added to a service 
of worship. Instrumental music and choirs, I realized, 
were really used as an attraction to get people to 
attend church. People had actually said to me, "I go 

to church to hear the mu8ic." I must confess I had 
done the same thing when I attended a church where 
my organ teacher was playing-just to hear him play. 
The realization had come to me that the appeal of a 
church should be its pervading spiritual atmosphere. 
This spiritual atmosphere was what had first attracted 
me to the church of Christ. I was hungry for the 
spiritual food from a serious concentrated study of 
God's word. I still feel like a "babe" in Christ with 
a "desire for the sincere milk of the word" 

In the beginning I thought, ''They can't ask me 
to give up playing for churches. That's my profes
sion. That's the way I make my living. Would any
one else be asked to give up his trade or vocation? 
It's just not fair!" Then I remembered how some 
fishermen, a tax collector, and a tent builder had 
given up their vocations to follow Jesus. The fman
cial reward I had been receiving from playing an 
organ for the denominational churches became insig
nificant to me. I had faith to believe that all things 
would work out for good, that God would take care 
of me, and he certainly has. My class of piano stu
dents had greatly enlarged, and I am fmancially ahead. 

I love the church and Jesus Christ more than ever 
before. It is my prayer that God will continue to 
perfect my Christian citizenship in His Kingdom. 

(Special thanks to David C. Dugan of Sparta, 
Missouri, [or making this available to us.) 
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Potpourri. ••••..••.•. 

The Ear. .... 
•''The editorial on 'Good Elders' is a great one .. .it 

is sad that many elders are not informed about what 
is going on in the brotherhood today. I wish we could 
get the paper into the hands of every elder in the 
church." (J.A.M.,TN). 

•"I like the appearance, tone, and direction of 
the paper ... Stand fast! Hold the fort! Full steam 
ahead!" (W.P.,OKLA). 

•"We have reproduced and widely distributed in 
our area Mitchell's article, 'Baby Boomers Won't 
You Please Come Back!' Thank you for printing this 
valuable information" (J.P, Ml). 

•"Each issue of the paper seems better than the 
previous one." (W.M., CA). 

•"Herewith are 5 new subscriptions to your out
standing journal. Keep up the good work" (W.R., 
TX). 

The Mouth. •••• 
•"Well, I've always said there is nothing an 

agnostic can't do if he really doesn't know whether 
he believes anything or not" (Monty Python). 

•The President of the United States has signed a 
bill prohibiting spending tax dollars on obscene art. 
The legislation was initiated by the knowledge that 
federal money was used to display Andres Serranto's 
photos of a crucifix in a jar of his own urine and 
homo-erotic photographs by Robert Mapplethrope 
(National and International Religion Report). 

•"A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in 
pictures of silver" (Proverbs). 

•"The writer does the most, who gives his reader 
the most knowledge, and takes from him the least 
time" (Colton). 

•''The chief virtue that language can have is clear
ness, and nothing detracts from it so much as the use 
of unfamiliar words" (Hippocrates). 

•"How many people make themselves abstract 
to appear profound. The great part of abstract terms 
are shadows that hide a vacuum" (Joubert). 
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•''The word which appeared as a pillar of flame 
out of the darkness is the Son of God. The name of 
that word is Reason. R~on is the offspring of 
Thought and Reason shall divide the Light from the 
darkness and establish Truth in the midst of the wa
ters" (The Pymander). 

•It is often amazing to learn how tax dollars are 
spent. About 45,000 US citizens have died from 
AIDS, but we have spent almost 2 billion tax dollars 
seeking a cure. About 518,000 US citizens have died 
from cancer and we have spent 1.8 billion looking 
for a cure. Around 760,000 Americans have died 
from heart attacks, and we have spent $708,000 to 
find a cure. About as many people in our land have 
died from diabetes as have died from AIDS, but we 
have spent only $295,000 tax dollars looking for a 
cure. One hundred thousand have died of Alzheimer's 
with a tax dollar outlay of $243,000. We have spent 
$44,444.44 per dead person to find an answer to 
AIDS, $3,373.90 per dead person trying to cure can
cer, $6.55 per dead person to stop diabetes, and $2.43 
per dead person to remedy Alzheimer's. You do not 
need to be very good at figures to figure that one out. 
Homosexuals have a great deal of power in Wash
ington. "Sin is a disgrace to any people." To say we 
need to get our priorities straight is not to say we do 
not need a cure for AIDS. (Information comes from 
Congressional Research Service. The Library of Con
gress.) 

Announcement. •••• 
•Guy N. Woods will be honored at an apprecia

tion banquet on March 28, 1992, at the Bell Shoals 
Church of Christ building, 2908 Bell Shoals Road, 
Brandon, Florida 33511. The cost of the catered meal 
is $10 per person. For a(lditional information you 
may write or call Kenneth Franklin (813) 685-0750. 
Brother Woods will be the main speaker. He will 
focus his keen insif!ht on the Lord's church over the 
past 60 years. FF 



Demurs and Replies 
--- By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs ---

Our study of 1 John 1:7 has sparked a good re
sponse. The interest seems general and therefore the 
answers should be spread out before as many as pos
sible. 

Please remember that 1 John 1:7 tells us "if we 
walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellow
ship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanses us from all sin." Our contention is 
that having access to the cleansing blood requires us 
to keep all the commands of God. 

One person wrote, "If I understand your position 
correctly you teach that one can come to a perfect 
knowledge and understanding of the word of God." 

Whoa! No way! There are weighty things in the 
Bible--"things hard to understand." A literary ge
nius may study the word of God for a lifetime and 
not know it all. The Bible is deep. 

Some things in the Bible are so simple a plowboy 
can clearly understand them. The commands are ex
ceedingly plain. If God makes obscure what he wants · 
done but judges and condemns for failure to obey, he 
is not good and therefore not God. 

The rules of the New Testament are so easy that 
"even he who runs may read and understand." We 
know far more than we do. The average person does 
not need to be told the moral code of the New Testa
ment-he already knows that-he needs to be urged to 
keep it. Conditions of salvation, worship of the church 
in praise of God, organization of the church, duty of 
prayer, duty to study, visiting the fatherless and wid
ows and evangelism are as plain as the noon sun on 
a cloudless day. It does not take very long to learn 
what God commands. His laws are simple-not ob
scure. 

Those who imply the commands of God are too 
difficult for the normal adult to know them bring a 
serious charge against the kindness of God. It. is not 
that we can know these things without any effort, but 
with reasonable mental exertion any sane person can 

know what God requires of him. "If any man willeth 
to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether 
it is of God, or whether I speak from myself' (John 
7:17). There you have it! We can know! We can 
know that we know! "Y e shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). Saving 
truth is attainable. 

A simple command may have deep associations. 
The Bible tells the penitent believer to be baptized to 
obtain the remission of sins. That is not hard. A 
person who wants to please God will have no diffi
culty in knowing what he must do to be saved. 

Yet, there are some very advanced things to be 
learned about baptism. A person need not know ev
erything about baptism to know that the believer is to 
be buried in water to have remission of sins and 
raised again to a new life. The statement "Repent ye, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins" is as 
plain as the nose on your face, but it has deep under
tones. 

A person can soon know what he must do to be 
saved and what he must do to stay saved, but he 
continues to learn. If he lives to be 100 he may be 
learning on the day of his death. That is the unique 
nature of the Bible. It is not a square so big-and no 
bigger-that can be colored in with nothing more to 
do. No matter how much we learn we are invited to 
higher tablelands of knowledge. 

Take, for example, the subject of math. A third
grader can know that 2+2=4 in the 10-unit system of 
math. He does not stop learning at the 3rd grade 
level. He may continue his studies until he has a 
doctorate degree in statistics and-guess what-2+2 
will still equal 4 in the 1 0-unit system of math. 

The Bible does not teach that a person can have a 
perfect knowledge of the revealed word, but it does 
teach that we can know absolutely what God tells us 
to do to be saved. Still, walking in the light involves 
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continuing education in the commands of God. Don't 
be lazy! "Give diligence to present thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be asham~ 
handling aright the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

The questioner says some respected brothers do 
not agree on what the Bible teaches about a Christian 
widow's marrying "only in the Lord" He wonders 
if one of the two brothers is lost. If either one or both 
of the brothers are wrong,· the teaching of the Bible 
does not change. When two disagree, the difference 
must be studied to see which is correct, or if both are 
wrong. The last appeal is what the Bible says, and 
not what men say-despite who the men may be. The 
commands of the Bible are plain even if mortal teach
ers, in their humanness and ignorance, confuse the 
issue. Men are not the authority. The Bible is our 
standard. 

The questioner also raises the problem of willful 
sin. Bullheaded sin, according to this idea, must be 
repented of and prayed about to be forgiven. Sin 
ignorantly committed may be ignored and will be 
forgiven automatically. If this is true, then the safe 

course is to keep everyone in ignorance. The writer 
admits this and says, ''You have stated the case well." 

The question is not if men agree, but is the Bible 
true and therefore consistent. I may differ with some 
point in anything written by humans, but I do not 
have the luxury of disagreeing with anything the word 
of God teaches. 

It staggers me that any professor of religion would 
say anything that remotely encourages disregard of 
rules given by the Almighty. The only right course is 
to insist upon keeping every word in the Bible. That 
is rock-solid-perfect ground. Anything else is shift
ing sand-doomed to a great fall. 

Let us cast "down arguments and every high 
thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedi
ence of Christ and being ready to punish all disobedi
ence when your obedience is fulfilled" (2 Cor. 1 0:5). 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

713-469-3102 

Fp 

The 1992 Virginia Bible Lectureship 
May 21-22, 1992 

Location: Holiday Inn, Rt. 460 North, Christiansburg, VA. 

Andrew Connally 
Danny Douglas 
Duke Gregory 
Jackie Stearsman 

P.O. Box 509, Christiansburg, VA 24073. 
Phone 703-382-7777. 

Hear These Well-Qualified Speakers. 

Mac Deaver 
Thomas Eaves 
Jimmy Gribble 

Theme: "Study to Show Thyself Approved-V" 

Roy Deaver 
Garland Elkins 
Glenn Hitchcock 
Robert Taylor 

Subjects: "Book of Numbers, II "Book of I Kings, II "Book of Proverbs, II "Book of Zechariah, " 
"Book of Lamentations, " "Book of Isaiah, II "Book of II Kings II 
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Also "Open Forum" and periods of singing. 
All Lectures available in tape form. Good motel accommodations available. 

Hosted by the East Side Church of Christ 
Clarence Lavender, Director. 



An Example of the Believers 
Encouraging Thoughts from Workers in the Kingdom 

Compiled by Paul Sain 

"Way of Life" Television Work 
Since 1977, one of the many works of the Sky- {specifically in Pennsylvania and South Carolina). 

line Drive Church of Christ in Jackson, Tennessee, Especially in mission areas where a preacher or teacher 
has been teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ by tele- may not be available, these effective tools are ex-
vision. A regular speaker on the Way of Life pro- tremely valuable. Various groups have utilized tapes 
gram, David Sain, stated, "The Great Commission in their Bible classes either as discussion starters or 
of our Lord, as found in Mat- ~~~~"""m'"-..,.....--r-----,.,,....-----.. as full-length study sessions. 
thew 28:19-20 and Mark 16: One excellent application 
15-16, specifies what we are of the video lessons is with 
to teach and to whom we are the serious, diligent student 
to teach. Yet, it is not speci- who desires to grow spiritu-
fied in this challenging com- ally in the privacy of his 
mission how we are to teach. home. Video lessons make it 
Thus we must use wisdom in possible to have some of the 
selecting a method of preach- best teachers in the brother-
ing and teaching. This could hood right in the home, teach-
be printed material, chalkboard, filmstrips, flipcharts, ing one personally. An additional luxury is that as 
etc. One of the most effective methods of modem one studies, if something is not immediately under-
communication is video tapes." Under the oversight stood, the tape can be rewound and replayed. 
of the elders of Skyline, the Way of Life programs A few of the many special series of tapes avail-
have been shown on 44 cable systems in eighteen able from Way of Life include: "Taking Time for 
states to thousands and thousands. Tapes produced at Marriage" by E. Ray Jerkins, "What it Takes to 
the Way of Life studio have been used in broadcast- Make a Church Grow" by David Sain, "Personal 
ing to over 150 congregations and schools. Work" by Jerry Barber, "Positive Parenting" by E. 

Sam Wylie, director of this work, states that in Ray Jerkins, "Creative Bible Teaching" by Sarah 
1991, the Way of Life produced over 250 programs Richey, "The Time to Get a Divorce" and "Safe 
which aired on fifteen television or cable systems. Sex" by David Sain, "Growing Through Grief' and 
Over 3,000 tapes were duplicated for distribution. "From Worry to Happiness" by Bill Flatt, and "Mag-
Anna Stanfield of the Way of Life work stated, "Our nitude of the Cross" by Jim Dearman. 
main thrust and interest is mission work." The Way of Life work has accumulated a rental 

The studio is spacious with adequate, modem, library of over 500 tapes from which the brotherhood 
quality equipment for production work. A multi-cam- can benefit. Additional information can be secured 
era operation is used with quality equal to or sur- on rental tapes or actually producing your own pro-
passing the work at television studios but at a faction gram by requesting information or a catalog from: 
of the cost. Way of Life 

The productions by this team effort have been P.O. Box 3103 Jackson TN 38303 
used by congregations for their worship assembly 901-668-8977 FF 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Preaching the gospel is foremost. 
Note the twofold nature of the great 
commission as recorded in Matthew 
28:18-20: First, "teach all nations." 
This applies to the unsaved world. 
Teaching is necessary to salvation 
(John 6:44-45). Second, "teaching 

them to observe all things whatsoever I have com
manded you." This applies to the saved in the world. 
They are to teach, defend, promote truth. 

If the teaching program of the church fails, all 
progress stops. If the teaching program continues, the 
church will move forward in every good work. The 
power is in the gospel! 

The saved are to "earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 
3). Mount Carmel was the setting of an Old Testa
ment drama-a great contest. Here two parties faced 
each other. On one side were 450 prophets of Baal 
representing pagan religion, sensuality, and its brood 
of evils and sustained by King Ahab' s government. 
On the other side was the prophet Elijah representing 
pure religion, morality, and divine favor. 

Elijah, in the strength of unwavering faith, issued 
a challenge to the other side. Is Jehovah God? Or is 
Baal God? The one who answered prayers by flre 
would prove himselfto be God (1 Kings 18:25-40). 

Baal got the first chance. His prophets called on 
their god. From morning till noon they called. There 
was no answer. They became impatient, then frantic. 
They leaped about the altar, but to no use. Elijah 
mocked them. They cut themselves and blood gushed 
out. They continued these noisome proceedings until 
evening and gave up in despair. Baal failed! 

Elijah calmly called on Jehovah to receive the 
prepared bullock. Fire came down from Jehovah and 
consumed the ''burnt-offering, and the wood, and 
the stones, and the dust and licked up the water that 
was in the trench." All the people saw it. "Jehovah, 
he is God; Jehovah, he is God." The false prophets 
died at the brook, Kishon. "One man with God is a 
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majority." It is not by fraud or trickery, but open 
conflict defeats error and exalts truth. 

The man who knows and stands by truth has 
nothing to dread. He is calm and bold. God needs 
men who stand fast. 

The churches of Christ should rejoice to see truth 
rubbed. Rubbing makes truth shine. 

Let no one be deterred from doing what is right 
because he is alone. No one is alone if God is with 
him. 

"Fight the good fight of faith" (1 Tim. 6: 12). 

New Third Editio11: 

1814 Santa Crnz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

Travel thru the Bible 
with Johnny Ramsey 

9 Lessons on 2 V. H. S. Video Tapes 
All 9 for only $16.00 plus $1.50 p&h 

1. Old Testament Survey 
2. New Testament Survey 
3. What Was Jesus Really Like? 
4. Acts--A Summary 
5. Hebrews--A Summary 
6. Revelation--Victory in Jesus 
7. Between the Testaments 
8. The Prophets 
9. Summary ofPhilippians 

2 Videos i11stead of 1! 
$16.00 plus $1.50 postage. 

Order from 
Joe McDonald 

4924 N W. 18th 
Oklahoma City, OK 73127 

(405) 943-9751 



DIRECTORY 
•••••••• 

TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. cast of 1-75, 
use Highway 222 exit Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. 
Jeffcoat, evangelist. -----The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: 

$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $150.00 
for 5 lines; $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
lines. $375.00 for 8 lines. CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 

Send all correspondence to 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 

P.O. BOX 110876 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 
WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

CALIFORNIA 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619)367-9400. Wewillcontactlovcdonesorfriends. 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher •. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER· 
NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

central 
CHURCH OFCHRIST 

13320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

CONNECTICUT 

GROTON-CHURCH OF CHRIST meeting at 291 
Osprey Dr., Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. 
Ph. 446-0676. 

FLORIDA 

CAPE CORAL-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 4720 SE 15th Ave., Unit 201. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 813-945-7060 or 
813-542-8839. 

or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-565 I or 855-1326. ------
SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, 
minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, 
evangelist. 

SEBRING-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 
McGhee, evangelist. 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299-
1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles inside 
1-285) 

BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 offl-75. Son Hwy 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 
Call (912) 956-3719, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
St. Sun. 8: 1 S A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. 
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

omo 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPH18-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 
38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 
P.M .. Call (901) 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker, 
minister, (901) 363-1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and I 08 off 1-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church 
Sl, Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 A.M.. 6 
P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
703-382-7777. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-A VON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury. Oxon, England. 
Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

Florida 
School of 
Preaclting 

1807 South Florida Al-·enue 
Lakeland, Florida .UHOJ 

(81.') 68.,·404] 

tt Strong Bible Emphasis 
tt Two Year Program 
1t I 00 Semester Hours 
'II No Tuition 
tt Scholarships Availuble 
1r Qualified Faculty 
1l" V.A. Henetits 
1r Call or \\'rite 

Director, H.C. < :urr 

TRAININ<; PREACHERS SINCE 1969 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church 
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, Tx 76095-7876. Ads must 
be received by the fifth of the month to appear in the next month's issue. Ads must be 
cancelled by the fint of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

PREACHERS~ANTED FOR SALE 

MISCELLANEOUS 
STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale--an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC 
SYSTEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Please give us the books and Bibles you no longer 
need or use, and we will ship them to missionaries 
and schools of preaching overseas. Attalla Church 
of Christ, 503 Hughes Ave., Attalla, AL 35954. 205-
547-8053, 205-538-1837. 

Experienced gospel preacher needed for SW Florida 
congregation of 90. House provided. Send resume 
to P.O.Box 2197, Port Charlotte, FL. 33949 or 
contact Lawrence Bauer (813) 627-1016 or church 
office (813) 629-7454. 

Homeschool newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Pell City, AL 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain _3S_1_2_s ____________ _ 

FOR SALE: HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM, 
A critique of subjectivism in Biblical Interpretation. 
S9.00ppd. to Major Premise Books, 11026 
Wurzbach Road, San Antonio, TX 78230. 

Minister wanted for small congregation in south 
Mississippi. House provided, but will need to 
furnish some of his support. Prefer a sound, 
experienced gospel preacher in his SO's or early 
60's. Please send tape or resume to: Mendenhall 
Church of Christ, % Jackie Mullins, 611 Simpson 
Circle, Mendenhall, MS 39114. 

Preacher wanted with minimum of 5 to I 0 years 
experience. Congregation of 60 plus without elders
but men with excellent potential. Full support; fast
growing community. Send resume and references 
to Dennis Mcintosh. PO Box 662, Farmington Mo. 
63640 

Preacher wanted: Small congregation in Fallon, NV, 
in need of full-time preacher. Can furnish 3-bedroom 
home plus $200 weekly. If possible send video or 
tape and resume to Elvin Barager, 3148 Bottom Rd, 
Fallon, NV 89406. Phone 702-423-2533 after 6 P.M. 

Congregation of about 120 desires a minister with 
S-10 years experience by May I. Must be energetic, 
self-starter, strong desire for church growth. 3-
bedroom house, A/C, on church property. Send 
resume, video tape, and picture to elders: Westside 
Church of Christ, 645 North Revere Rd, Akron, OH 
44313. 

Full-time minister wanted for small congregation in 
Texas hill country. Salary, house, and utilities 
provided. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 785, Rocksprings, TX 78880. 

Small town in Arizona looking for full-time minister. 
Need a man with experience, aggressive for the 
work, a motivated teacher, grounded firm in the 
truth, not anti-cooperative. Small congregation, no 
house, salary negotiable (Approx. $1500 per month). 
Send resume ad/or video to Steve Christensen, 211 
W. Wade, Payson, AZ 85541. (602) 474-4207. 

POSITIONS~ANTED 

Gospel preacher looking for small congregation that 
can't furnish full support and who desires to be 
taught the TRUTH. Charlie Summers, 213 W. 
Barstow Ave., Fresno, CA. 93704-2020 or call 
collect 209-431-6279. NO moving expenses. 
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Bookfmders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

BASIC BmLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
by Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection 
of thousands of scripture references, each 
summarized and organized under hundreds of 
logically-arranged subject areas. Includes over 2,000 
interesting, important discussion-stimulating 
questions. This extremely clear and easy guide to 
the Bible is a must for every Christian's 
library. It is ideal for Bible classes for all ages and 
for cottage evangelistic studies focused on the 
simplicity and power of New Testament 
Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to Theo-Med 
Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

HOUSEPARENTSNEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 
HOUSEPARENTS 

Contact 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina, TX 78055 
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a • • a sees ? 
• 

By Bill Lockwood 

Recently, I heard a political candidate speak out 
against the welfare system as it is currently operated 
by the Government. He proposed work as an option. 
No sooner had the suggestion been made than he 
was attacked by a minority representative as being 
"racist." Well, I wonder. Racism is "an irrational 
belief in the superiority of a certain race." Can one 
oppose what he thinks is an irresponsible system 
without thinking evil of any particular race? If I de
nounce Hitler, am I showing disdain for German 
people? Evidentially, such explosive words as · "rac
ist" are dropped into discussion to remove the focus 
from the issue at hand and to preclude free inquiry. 

So also in religion. Rather than meeting argu
ments with scripture and common sense, the ill-in
formed begin chanting "Phariseeism" and "legalism." 
Not only am I certain tliat these name-tags continu
ally fall from liberal lips for the purpose of escaping 
any obligation to meet arguments, but also that 
those who most utilize the charge seem to know 
least about Phariseeism. What, then, is Phariseeism? 

The scholar, F. W. Farrar, says the rabbinic schools 
"had wasted their idleness in fantastic attempts 
to count, and classify, and weigh, and measure 
all the separate commandments of the ceremo-
nial and moral law." They discovered "there 
were 248 affirmative precepts, being as many 
as the members in the body and 365 negative 
precepts, being as many as the arteries and 

veins, or the days of the year: the total being 
613 - the number of letters in the Decalogue 
(Ten Commandments) ... Now surely, out of such 
a large number of precepts and prohibitions, 
all could not be of the same value, some were 
'light' and some were 'heavy.' But which? 
According to some rabbis, the most important 
of all is that about the fringes and phylacteries 
they were to wear. Some thought the omission 
of ablutions as bad as homicide, some thought 
that the precepts of the Mishnah were all 
'heavy.' Those of the Law were some heavy 
and some light." (Life of Christ, p. 531-33). 

The Mishnah was the oral tradition of the rabbis 
including legal arguments, rulings, and precedents 
accumulated over the years. Basically the Mishnah 
was commentaries on the law not written down until 
the second century, A.D. Again we read: "the fatal 
error of the rabbis was making obedience in one 
particular command atone for transgression in an
other." It was this kind of thinking that prompted the 
question to Jesus as to which was the greatest com
mandment in the Law. To the Pharisee, the answer 
depended upon what was a heavy command and what 
was a light. Pharisees, therefore, were constantly spin
ning their wheels to devise a man-made system by 
which they could pardon one who freely transgressed 
certain commands of God-as long as they kept what 
they thought were the "heavy" ones (see Matthew 
15:4-6). (continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Is the Church a 
Denolllination? (Part 3) 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Jesus promised to build a church on the rock
solid-foundation of his deity. Jesus is the Son 
of God, and on that lasting truth the church is 
built. The Lord said, "Upon this rock I will 
build my church" (Matt. 16: 18). Jesus was not 
talking about a denoiPination. He was speaking 
of his church, which is his body (Eph. 1 :22-

23). That sacred institution is not some fragment of a larger whole, 
but it is the church. 

The church Jesus built is not a denomination. It is exclusive, 
precious, glorious, and solitary. It is distant from any denomina
tion and superior to all denominations. It is the one body (Eph. 
4:4) . 

The church is one just as the truth of God is one. It is possible 
for men to forsake truth and embrace error-that does not dimin
ish truth nor keep it from being one. Men may abandon the church 
and accept man-made orders-that does not alter the fact that the 
church is one. She is not and can never be denominational. De
nominationalism is division and division is sin, therefore, denomi
nationalism is sin. It must be opposed. It is contrary to the genius 
of New Testament Christianity and puts Christ to open shame. 

Jesus prophesied there would be false teachers bent on ravag
ing and destroying the church. "Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves. 
By their fruits ye shall know them. Do men gather grapes of thorns 
or figs of thistles?" (Matt. 7:15-16). The apostle John said of some 
traitors: "They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they 
went out, that they might be made manifest that they all are not of 
us" (1 John 2:19) . 

The defection of some in John's day did not reflect on the 
integrity of John, the purity of the church, or its oneness. If some 
deluded souls set up denominational religious bodies against the 
church, it is to their loss, and does not destroy the holy body for 
which Jesus died. It is critical to know how the church purchased 
at the awful cost of the very blood of the lamb of God may be 
recognized. There are false churches, and there is the true church. 



We must know the marks that identify the true church. 
Some seem embarrassed by the idea of one, true church of 

Christ. The claim, though biblical and correct, does not set well 
with some segments of society. ~t offends them. Many permit 
themselves to be browbeaten out of their faith in the one church. 
The sneers of those who appear to be somewhat in the community 
are more than they can bear. 

Some university professors look through their eyebrows at the 
idea of the essential unity of the church. They regard it as pomp
ous and unacceptable. Powerful political figures, bankers, and busi
ness leaders are offended by the teaching of the Bible about the 
church of God. The weak-kneed, the fearful, the unbelieving cave 
in to the pressure and join the howling mob that is out to crucify 
the Son of God afresh. Anyhow, the angry crowd wants to destroy 
the pure, true, one church, which is the body of the Lord. 

Human wisdom, which is often at enmity with revelation, en
dorses the idea of go along and get along. Don't make waves. 
Accept everything, anything, or nothing, but don't dare to insist on 
one true body for all true believers. The dictum of the world is: 
Anything that's peaceful. The world in its wisdom does not know 
that peace at the price of truth is eternal loss-"he that believeth 
not shall be damned." 

According to worldly wisdom conglomeration is all right. An 
ecumenism that opens wide its arms to all religious entities and 
pretends a unity that is not real is acceptable. It is not considered 
respectable to insist on the Bible teaching that the church is one 
and its oneness is based on truth, which is also one-one faith
one body-one baptism-one God-one Lord-one Spirit-one 
hope. 

Is the Bible true? The words given to prophets and apostles 
were the very words of God. Our reliable English Bibles accu
rately represent what the Spirit gave to inspired men. That is either 
a true or false proposition. If true, the Bible must be followed 
absolutely, if we are to please God and be saved. If false, there is 
no hope for any of us. 

If the Bible in your hand is not trustworthy, you are most 
pitiable. If the Bible has mistakes in it, how can poor sinners know 
what they are to do? The sinner is desperate and defenseless. The 
voice of the scholars is bona fide confusion-he can find no relief 
there. The voice of denominational preachers is a modem-day 
Babel-he can find no answer there. Philosophy of men is vain
he can find no comfort there. Psychotherapy has laid bare its total 
stupidity and impotence-he can find no salvation there. 

A world without the Bible as a dependable standard of author
ity is a world without God. 

A world without God is a world gone mad! 
We have a choice. We can either accept the Bible as the 
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authentic word of God, or we can throw it in the trash. 
There is no middle-ground. "You cannot serve both 
God and mammon." You are either for God or you are 
against him. 

We have a choice. We either accept the one true 
church of Christ or everything and nothing. If we are 
without pattern (paradigm), and have no absolute 
standard, then anything goes ... Muslimism, Hinduism, 
Bahaism, Taoism, Rastafarianism, Wiccanism, 
Scientology, Humanism, New Ageism, Eckanarism, 
Agnosticism, or no religionism. The Bible is either 
true, and the church is one, or there will be universal 
salvation-or no salvation. Chinese and African folk 
religions are just as good as the teaching of Jesus and 
as valuable as the church of Christ. It is either unde
noininational Christianity, or it is denominationalism 
full blown and without restraint. 

"Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide · 
is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many are they that enter in 
thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened 
the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are 
they that find it. Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 
are ravening wolves. By their fruits ye shall 
know them. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit; but the corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the frre. Therefore by their fruits ye shall 
know them. Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
who is in heaven" (Matt. 7:13-21). 

You cannot go both slow and fast and both north and 
south at the same time: 

4 

"And if it seem evil unto you to serve 
Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will 
serve; whether the gods which your fathers 
served that were beyond the River, or the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as 
for me and my house, we will serv~ Jehovah. 
And the people answered ansJ. said, Far be it 
from us that we should forsake Jehovah, to 
serve other gods; for Jehovah our God, he it is 
that brought us and our fathers up out of the 
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and 
that did those great signs in our sight, and pre
served us in all the way wherein we went, and 
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among all the peoples through the midst of 
whom we passed; and Jehovah drove out from 
before us all the peoples, even the Amorites 
that dwelt in the land: therefore we also will 
serve Jehovah; for he is our God. And Joshua 
said unto the people, Ye cannot serve Jehovah; 
for he is a holy God; he is a jealous God; he 
will not forgive your transgression nor your 
sins. If ye forsake Jehovah, and serve foreign 
gods, then he will tum and do you evil, and 
consume you, after that he hath done you good 
And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we 
will serve Jehovah. And Joshua said unto the 
people, Ye are witnesses against yourselves that 
ye have chosen you Jehovah, to serve him. 
And they said, We are witnesses. Now there
fore put away, said he, the foreign gods which 
are among you, and incline your heart unto 
Jehovah, the God of Israel. And the people 
said unto Joshua, Jehovah our God will we 
serve, and unto his voice will we hearken" 
(Joshua 24:15-24). 11815 Doubletree 
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What Is Phariseeism? 
(Continued from page 1) 

Now, I am sure those conscientious souls who 
think the church is full of "Pharisees" will be happy 
to discover the above facts. For, it demonstrates to us 
what Jesus had in mind when he charged them with 
neglecting the weightier matters of the law, called 
"swallowing the camel," in order to keep strictly the 
smaller, called "straining the gnat." (Matthew 27:23). 
The Pharisaic system involved hypocrisy, not because 
they stumbled and fell upon occasion, but because 
when they set about to devise their own ingenious 
system, they came out at a place called "self-righ
teous" (Luke.18:9-14). There was much to be "puffed 
uo" about in their le{!alistic meanderin!! throu2:h the 

... - - ...... 

law which adhered to self-contrived traditions that 
released them from bothersome rules of God. 

With the above in mind, it comes with poor grace 
to hear modernists, denominationalists, and copycats 
in the church ceaselessly chirping "Phariseeism" and 
"legalism" at those who simply insist we keep God's 
commandments. By so doing they are causing many 
to embrace false positions in a struggle to avoid what 
they think is Phariseeism. Let us be like men, discuss 
the issues, and quit hiding behind such labeling de
signed to cut-off investigation. It reminds me of the 
nervous preacher who delivered a sermonette on a 
Bible (?) warning: "Money is the root of all evil." 
We say, "go and learn what this meaneth." 

211 North 5th 
Marlow, OK 73055 
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Raccoon John Smith, 
Frontiersman and Reformer 

By Adron Doran 

Everett Donaldson, Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, has 
just completed and published an outstanding biogra
phy of the inimitable John Smith, one of the greater 
influences on the western frontier which led to the 
incomparable American Restoration Movement. Many 
of the interesting incidents of the early life of Smith 
and his signal contributions to the restoration of New 
Testament Christianity which have been neglected 
by many historians have been brought to the atten
tion of the reader. 

Donaldson begins with the Smith family in the 
early days of the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
traces their flight to escape the religious intolerance 
of the colonists through North Carolina, East Ten
nessee, and into Stockton Valley in Wayne and 
Cumberland counties, Kentucky. He gives a thor
ough and accurate account of John Smith's struggles 
to throw off the shackles of Calvinism and accept the 
Bible as the only rule of faith and practice. He shows 
how Smith finally winds up in Montgomery County, 
Kentucky, where most of his mighty works were 

done in converting Baptist churches away from the 
requirements of the Philadelphia Confession of Faith 
to the church of Christ with the Bible alone as its 
guide. 

I have known the author and his family since he 
was a teenager. He was present when I first preached 
in the old Cane Ridge Meetinghouse and in the Up
per Spenser Meetinghouse in 1945. Everett has spent 
his adult life as a school teacher and administrator 
and as a gospel preacher and elder of the church. He 
has done an exceptional job in original research and 
meticulous writing to portray Raccoon John Smith in 
his true light. 

Copies of the publication can be ordered from: 
Everett Donaldson, 232 North Ridge, Mt. Sterling, 
KY 40353, at a cost of $16.95 plus handling and 
postage of $1.93, and state sales tax of $1.02 (Ken
tucky only). The Woodlands 

Ill Woodland A venue 
Lexington, KY 40502 

~ 

April 1992 5 
Firm Foundation 



ACU and Max Lucado 
By Kevin Cauley 

The winter issue of ACU' s alumnus bulletin an
nounces, "Author Max Lucado receives '91 Young 
Alumnus Award." 

Let me acquaint you with Lucado. 
1. Lucado called Swindell (a denominational 

preacher) " ... one of the most prolific Christian writ
ers today." This appeared in the "Religion" section 
of Tulsa World, Carolyn Jenkins the reporter. 

. 2. Same article, "Lucado also feels strongly about 
ecumenicity." Webster's 9th New College Dictionary 
defines ecumenical as "relating to, or representing 
the whole of a body of churches." This dictionary 
definition includes all denominations. 

3. Lucado said, ''I have a gut feeling that we (the 
churches of Christ) have approached the Bible as 
engineers, looking for a certain design or architec
tural code. And I think we find that everyone finds a 
different code ... There is no secret code. The Bible is 
a love letter as opposed to a blueprint. You don't 
read a letter the same way you read a blueprint." 

4. "Max Lucado,· Pulpit Minister, Oak Hills 
Church of Christ. .. will speak at St. John Neumann 
Church, 7: P.M. Monday, Dec. 4th, 'Getting To Know 
Jesus Personally.' Please join us for an evening of 
inspiration and fellowship" (San Antonio Express
News, December 2, 1989). The St. John Neumann 
Church is a Roman Catholic church. 

5. Max Lucado calls Karl Barth, "One of the 
greatest theologians that ever lived" (When Your 
Options Are Gone, by Max Lucado, page 6). Karl 
Barth was a sectarian, existentialist theologian. . 

6. In the evangelical Book Club Bulletin, Febru
ary 1991, is this advertisement: "Christ In Easter, A 
Family Celebration Of Holy Week, by Charles 
Colson, Billy Graham, Max Lucado, Joni 
Eareckson Tada." 

The winter 1991 issue of ACU Today says of 
Lucado: 
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1. ''Max Lucado, whose ability to put the Bible's 
complexity into everyday terms has made him a best
selling Christian author, had trouble understanding 
why he was the 1991 recipient of the ACU Young 
Alumnus Award." 

2. This article quotes Kip Jordon, senior vice presi
dent and publisher of Word Inc., "With nearly one 
million copies of his six books in print, Max Lucado 
has joined an elite echelon of Christian communica
tors including Dr. James Dobson, Billy Graham, 
and Chuck Swindoll .... " 

3. "Lucado is the author of six books about Chris
tianity that have crossed denominational lines." 

I fear ACU has left the old paths and, like the 
people in the days of Jeremiah, "Will not walk therein" 
(Jer. 6: 16). 

(Editor's note: When Max Lucado spoke at the 
St. John's Newmann Catholic church, he called the 
priest "father, , sang religious songs with a guitar, 
held hands and sang with the priest the last song
The Lord's Prayer. Of even greater concern is his 
co-authorship of a book promoting Easter as a spe
cial day of religious celebration. The publisher says 
of the book, "This book will help you and your 
family experience Easter joy in a new way ... The 
four main sections of study are Palm Sunday, the 
lAst Supper, Good Friday and Easter. There are also 
four shorter lessons for the other days of Holy Week.~~ 
Lucado joined Billy Graham, the Baptist preacher of 
international reputation, and two other less well
known denominational leaders in writing the book. 
We understand the denominational people promoting 
a high, holy day because they have long believed in 
such. We do not understand Max Lucado doing it. 
Anything for a buck!-Dobbs) 
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A Great Case Against Dancing 
By Howard R. Horton 

You don't have to make much effort to see the 
outcome of the dance in our society. Christians must 
reinforce some basics that have become almost non
existent. 

Our children need to know that dancing caused a 
lustful king to make an oath that caused John the 
Baptist to be killed. (This story is in Matthew 14:1-
12, Mark 6:14-29, and Luke 9:7-9). Herodias sent 
her daughter to dance in front of carousing men! Her 
own daughter! What kind of mother would do such a 
thing? What kind of daughter would do it? 

The Bible records that a queen was asked to "show 
off' in front of her husband and other men. She 
refused! This wonderful example of strong virtue and 
goodness is in the Old Testament book of Esther. 
Queen Vashti was not only beautiful on the outside, 
she was beautiful on the inside. 

Herodias was not cut from the same cloth as 
Queen Vashti, nor was the daughter of Herodias of 
that quality. So, the daughter of Herodias did her 
dance. The lust of Herod boiled, and he made a stupid 
oath, "Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it 
thee, unto the half of my kingdom" (Mark 6:23). 

Herod gave the damsel a blank check for half his 
kingdom because he was drinking and eyeing the 
body of a young woman. You know the story. Herod 
honored the terrible demand of the dancing girl. .. and 
John the Baptist's head was cut off and presented to 
her on a platter. She gave the bloody gift to her 
mother! Who, according to legend, stabbed the dead 
tongue of God's prophet with a dagger. Still, she 
could not mute truth! 

FBI director, J. Edgar Hoover, once stated that 
the dance was the main cause of some crimes in the 
United States. As a former vice officer, I say the 
same. Sad, sad to say that many girls expose them
selves on advice of their mothers. Money-half the 
kingdom-is more valuable than purity in the view 
of some ambitious females. "The love of money is 
the root of all kinds of evil." 

Lasciviousness results in ballroom dancing, and 
ballroom dancing often results in adultery-or mur
der. Lasciviousness, according to Vine's Dictionary, 
"denotes excess, absence of restraint, indecency, wan
tonness." This word also means, "filthy words, inde
cent bodily movements, unchaste handling of males 
and females." (Thayer's Greek-English, page 379-
380). Ballroom dancing is not conduct befitting one 
imitating the life of Jesus Christ. 

Dancing caused a king to make an oath (which 
he was exceedingly sorry for having made) that cost 
the life of one of the greatest men who ever walked 
this earth. Christian women will not involve them
selves in such conduct. May the godly women of 
our large land set a moral tone that adorns the gospel 
of God. May holy men demand that it be so. 

P. 0. Box690 
Sapulpa, OK 74067 
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A Review of a Baptist Exegete 
By G. C. Brewer (deceased) 

The following article was clipped from the Bap
tist and Reflector by a Baptist reader and sent to a 
disciple of Christ for the purpose of convincing him. 
This disciple sent the clipping to me with the request 
that I review it. The Baptist and Reflector had copied 
the article from the Baptist Standard. W. T. Rouse is 
the author of the article. 

There is nothing at all unusual about this article 
except that the writer is honest enough to admit that 
the ordinary meaning of the preposition eis is "in 
order to." This is not unusual for Baptist scholars, 
such as Wilmarth, Hackett, and others, who give it 
the meaning of "in order to" even in Acts 2:38, but it 
is very unusual for a Baptist controversialist to make 
this admission. But the Baptists evidently think this a 
very strong article, as it was published in two of their 
leading papers. We therefore give space to a review 
of this article and quote the article in full. 

8 

TheW. T. Rouse (a Baptist) Article 
An Explanation of Acts 2:38 

Perhaps there is not another verse of scrip
ture which has occasioned more controversy 
than this one verse. Beginning in the second 
century, in the passing centuries, many books 
have been written as the controversy has been 
in progress. Dr. B. H. Carroll, in his volume on 
The Acts, devotes seven chapters to a discus
sion of the second chapter, and two of these 
chapters are given over to the discussion of 
this one verse. The reader can well see my 
difficulty in compressing into one brief article 
a proper explanation of this much-controverted 
portion of scripture. 

As we proceed with the study, several things 
will be involved. I mention the following: 

Two Systems of Theology 

So significant are the truths involved in 
this discussion that two systems of theology, 
differing fundamentally in their import, emerge 
from the discussion. For the purpose of this 
study, I will divide them into what we may 
call the first and the second system. The first 
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system holds to the following summary of prin
ciples: the plan of salvation has been, is, and 
shall remain, one; the requirements of salva
tion are spiritual; they are repentance toward 
God, faith in or toward the Lord Jesus Christ; 
salvation before the church; the blood before 
the water. The second theory contends that sal
vation is by ordinances; that it is spiritual; that 
it is sacerdotal; that consequently baptismal 
regeneration is true; that baptism, Uke repen
tance and faith, are conditions of salvation and 
remission of sins.· 

A Correct Translation 

A correct translation is an important party 
of a proper understanding of the scriptures. It 
is unfortunate that the preposition eis in the 
verse is translated "for" in the King James Ver
sion of the Bible. Without any further com
ment in this immediate connection, I offer the 
following translation of Acts 2:38: "Repent ye 
and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ with reference to the remission 
of sins." 

Something to Remember 

It is well for us to remember that words in 
all languages have what is known as a com
mon or ordinary meaning; that they also have 
what is known as a frequent meaning; and, last 
of all, they have what is known as a rare 
meaning. Applying this principle to the Greek 
preposition eis involved in this exegesis, it is 
freely admitted that the ordinary meaning of· 
the word is "in order to", but it has also fre
quent meanings of ''unto," ''with reference to," 
"in token of," "concerning;" and, last of all, it 
has a rare meaning of "because of." We do 
well to keep these three very evident meanings 
in mind as we proceed. 

Some Rules of Interpretation 

Before going on to establish our conten
tion as to the proper meaning of this verse, let 
me call attention to some rules of interpreta
tion. These will enable us to determine when 
to give a word its frequent or rare meaning 
instead of its ordinary meaning. Here are the 
principles; fust, the bearing of the local con-



text; second, the bearing off the general con
text (by which I mean the tenor of the entire 
canon of scripture); third, the nature of congru
ity of things. Keeping in mind all that has gone 
before, we are now ready to proceed with our 
problem. 

The Milk in the Coconut 
It will be seen from what has gone before 

that our problem is to determine the proper 
meaning of the preposition eis in the verse ·of 
scripture under consideration. Our problem, 
therefore, involves a consideration of the en
tire New Testament usage of the verb baptizo 
and its noun, when followed by the preposition 
eis, with the accusative for its object. 

Let us consider a few of the scriptures 
where the verb baptizo is followed by the prepo
sition eis with the accusative. First of all, we 
come to Matt. 3: 11; "I indeed baptize you in 
water eis repentance." Now, shall we translate 
it, "I baptize .. .in order to repentance"? Here it 
is very evident that the preposition eis has not 
its ordinary, common meaning, "in order to," 
nor its rare meaning, "because of," but its fre
quent meaning, "with reference to," "with re
spect to." Tyndale translated it, "in token of 
repentance." The context shows that John not 
only required repentance, but the fruits of re
pentance, before he would baptize anyone. 

Certainly Matt. 3: II has an important bear
ing upon Acts 2:38. But let us consider Matt. 
12:41: "They repented eis the preaching of 
Jonah." Evidently the Ninevites did not repent 
"in order to the preaching" of Jonah, the ordi
nary meaning of the word, nor "with reference 
to" his preaching (the frequent meaning), but 
because of the preaching of Jonah (the real 
meaning of the word). Passing by Mark 1:4 
and Luke 3:3, where eis assuredly has its fre
quent meaning, "unto," "with reference to," we 
have in the second chapter of the Acts itself a 
most convincing argument in regard to the 
proper meaning of eis in this thirty-eight verse. 
Peter is preaching and says in Acts 2:25, "For 
David saith eis him" -that is, Christ. Now, 
we must give the preposition eis in this con
nection, not its common, ordinary meaning, "in 
order to," nor its rare meaning, "because of," 
but its frequent meaning, "concerning," "with 
respect to," With reference to." What is to 
hinder us, therefore, from giving eis the same 
meaning in verse 38? It is inescapable that the 
proper translation should be, "Repent ye and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ with reference to, or with respect 
to, the remission of sins." We have seen that 

you cannot always translate eis with its com
mon or ordinary meaning of "in order to," and 
certainly in this case the general context, which 
is the general tenor of the canon of the scrip
tures, requires that we give it the frequent 
meaning of "with reference to." 

I am conscious of the fact that I have com
passed a great deal of material in this brief 
article; but those who are inclined to go more 
fully into the discussion or study will find plenty 
of material at hand for further investigation. 

The Answer of G. C. Brewer 
(a Christian) 

1. The author complained that he could not give 
a complete exegesis of Acts 2:38 in one article; but if 
he had given all his space to that text or even to the 
texts in which eis occurs instead of using it for irrel
evant matter, he would have had more space. His 
two systems of theology have nothing to do with 
what a passage of scripture means unless he is afraid 
his readers would see the real import of the passage, 
and he hoped to frighten them away from it by pre
senting a specter or erecting a scarecrow right in the 
beginning. Such methods are not worthy of a scholar 
or of any man who assumes to be a commentator or 
an exegete. Moreover, he misrepresents thousands of 
good people and fearfully distorts the truth when he 
makes the contention that "baptism, like repentance 
and faith, are conditions of salvation and remission 
of sins, equal to "baptismal regeneration," "salvation 
by ordinances," etc. In this he handles the truth more 
carelessly than he does his grammar, and this is say
ing a great deal. Notice the clause just quoted. Leave 
out the expression "like repentance and faith," and 
we have "baptism ... are conditions of salvation." 
But we could overlook his errors in grammar if he 
had manifested a spirit of fairness in dealing with his 
opponents and with the text that he claimed to ex
plain. The Roman Catholic Church may teach "bap
tismal regeneration," "salvation by ordinances," "by 
ritual," "that it is sacerdotal," etc., but no Protestants 
believe any of those things. But there are many Prot
estants, among them some Baptists, who believe that 
baptism is one of the conditions upon which the Lord 
promises remission of sins. Salvation is of the Lord; 
it is by grace through faith; but faith is not faith-is 
dead-until it is expressed by an overt act. Thus we 
are made free from sin by obeying the form of doc-
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trine (Rom. 6: 17), by obeying the truth (1 Pet 1 :22). 
And baptism is the one physical act in the whole 
process of becoming a Christian. It expresses the in
ward decision and desire. It evinces the submission 
and surrender of the soul. It symbolizes the death to 
sin by its form, a burial. 

2. The author of the article under review defines 
the Greek preposition eis, giving us its ordinary mean
ing, its frequent meaning, and its rare meaning. He is 
right in all of this, except his "rare meaning" is just 
so rare that it does not exist. Eis does not mean 
"because of." It is never used in that sense. It always 
looks forward and not backward. It expresses motion 
forward and is most frequently translated by ''to," 

· "toward," "unto," or "into." Its radical meaning is 
movement from a place without to a place within. 
Hence, "into" is its primary and its ordinary mean
ing. When we translate it by the words "in order to," 
the idea is "in order to" get into a place or state. 
Then the word has such rare meanings as "concern
ing," "with reference to," etc. It is also sometimes 
translated by "at," "on," "upon," "among," "in," and 
"for." But it never means "because of." Our author, 
however, cites one passage where he says the word 
has the meaning of "because of'; and having told us 
that this is a rare meaning, he now contradicts him
self and tells us in a parenthesis that this is "the real 
meaning of the word." The passage he cites says that 
the people "repented at ( eis) the preaching of Jonah." 
He thinks this must mean that they repented because 
of the preaching of Jonah. But it means that they 
repented into the preaching Jonah-that is, into that 
state or condition required by the preaching of Jonah. 

3. Our author says: "Let us consider a few of the 
scriptures where the verb baptizo is followed by the 
preposition eis with the accusative." He then refers to 
only one· such scripture, and that one stands alone. 
As this is an unusual passage-no other like it-he 
prefers to cite it to illustrate the use of eis instead of 
citing the dozens of passages where eis is used in its 
ordinary, undeniable sense of "into," "in order to." 
But even the passage he cites does not help his cause. 
Even there eis means "in order to." Before we exam
ine that passage, let us do just what he proposed to 
do, but he did not do-namely, consider a few scrip
tures where baptizo and eis are used together. "John 
did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism 
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of repentance for (eis) the remission of sins" (Mark 
1:4). 

"And he came into all the country about Jordan, 
preaching the baptism of repentance for (eis) the re
mission of sins" (Luke 3:3). 

"When they heard this, they were baptized in 
(eis) the name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 19:5). 

"Know ye not, that so many of us as were bap
tized into (eis) Jesus Christ were baptized into (eis) 
his death?" (Rom. 6:3). 

"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into (eis) 
one body" (1 Cor. 12: 13). 

"For as many of you as have been baptized into 
(eis) Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27). 

Now, in the light of these passages, his second 
rule of interpretation, let us turn back and examine 
the one passage cited by our author:-Matt. 3:11. 
John said: "I indeed baptized you in water unto (eis) 
repentance." He says that eis in this passage does not 
mean either "in order to" or "because of," but "with 
reference to" or "with respect to." But any reader 
who thinks at all will see that such a translation would 
be very doubtful and indefmite. Did John baptize 
"with reference to" a repentance that had already 
taken place or "with reference to" a repentance yet to 
take place? If the former, then "with reference to" 
has the meaning of "because of'; and if the latter, it 
has the meaning of "in order to." It is certain John 
required repentance before he would baptize anyone. 
Then how did he baptize unto (eis) repentance? 

Weymouth translates it thus: "I indeed am bap
tizing you in water on a profession of repentance." 
And then he adds this footnote: "Literally 'into' (that 
changed state or condition), or 'unto' (to teach the 
absolute necessity of)." The Twentieth Century New 
Testament renders it: "I indeed baptize you ... to teach 
repentance." So these scholars tell us that eis had the 
meaning of "into" or "in order to" even in this pas
sage. We do not have to give it a meaning here that 
it never had in order to understand this passage. 

4. We have followed our author through all this 
circumlocution, and we are now ready to take up the 
passage he was endeavoring to explain, the passage 
that haunts and terrifies him-Acts 2:38. He says 
that we find eis used in the twenty-fifth verse of Acts 
2, and there it is translated "concerning." "For David 
speaketh eis him." Here he says it cannot mean "in 



order to" and must mean "with reference to." Why 
not, then, say it means "with reference to." Why not, 
then, say it means "with reference to" in verse 38? 
But if he will read his Greek Testament he will find 
that eis is used some nine or ten times in this chapter, 
and it means "concerning" only one time. In verse 
20, Peter says: "The sun shall be turned into (eis) 
darkness, and the moon into (eis) blood." Then in 
verse 34 (this is much nearer verse 38 than the one 
our author cited), Peter says: "David is not ascended 
into (eis) the heavens." Now, if the use of the word 
in the context has anything to do with its meaning in 
the text, we will have to translate it "into" in verse 
38. His first rule applies here. 

But suppose we allow our author to give eis the 
meaning "with reference to" in verse 38, and then 
what does the passage mean? "Repent ye, and be 
baptized with reference to remission of sins." Who 
can tell what that means? Does it mean receive re
mission of sins after being baptized, or does it mean 
"with reference to" remission that they had already 
received? Any man who knows anything at all about 
grammar knows that they were to repent and be bap
tized both for the same purpose. The two verbs are 
connected and both are looking to the same end. 
Therefore, if they were to be baptized "with refer
ence to" remission already obtained, they were also 
to repent with reference to remission already received. 
Hence they were saved before they repented. 

Our author is very careless in both his logic and 
his language. His effort is a failure even from a Bap
tist viewpoint. Dr. Hackett, a Baptist scholar, wrote a 
commentary on Acts which is well known and has 
been widely used. He translates the phrase in ques
tion, in order to the forgiveness of sins. He refers to 
Matt. 26:28 (blood shed for [eis] remission) and also 
to Luke 3:3 (the baptism of repentance for [eis] re
mission) as passages illustrating the meaning and 
construction here. He adds: "We connect naturally 
the words for remission of sins with both the preced
ing verbs (repent and be baptized). This clause states 
the motive or object which should induce them to 
repent and be baptized. It enforces the entire exhorta
tion, and not one part of it to the exclusion of the 
other." Many other Baptist scholars could be quoted, 
but this will suffice for the present purpose. If the 
Baptist papers would give their readers what their 

own scholars have said in explanation of these 
troublesome texts instead of what some quibbler says, 
the trouble would soon all be gone-author's first 
rule of interpretation, the context, he loses his con
tention. According to his second rule, the entire canon 
of scripture, he most certainly loses his argument on 
this passage. If we allow him his translation, no one 
could tell whether it favors his contention or the one 
he is opposing. And if we allow his own scholars to 
speak, they not only refute his claim, but they do not 
even consider it worthy of notice. It must be exasper
ating to have a doctrine that so rudely clashes with 
the plain statements of God's word. 

(Editor's note: We commend this article to the 
attention of the serious student of the Bible. It may be 
a little technical, but it is profoundly true-Dobbs). 
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The Holy Spirit and the Apostles 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 
A. The apostles of Jesus were a unique and 

special class of men. They had the impor
tant duty of continuing the work of Jesus 
among people on earth. Jesus gave to the 
thirteen men who served as apostles, su
pernatural power to prosecute their duties. 
God, the Holy Spirit, called the Comforter, 
reveflled to the apostles of Jesus all truth 
necessary for the human race to know to 
be saved and to serve God properly. This 
exclusive group of men was able to do 
signs and wonders and show miraculous 
power to confirm their calling and their 
message. Paul wrote, ''Truly the signs of 
an apostle were wrought among you in all 
patience, by signs and wonders and mighty 
works" (2 Cor. 12: 12). 

B. The apostles were promised a baptism in 
the Holy Spirit and in fire. 
1. "I indeed baptize you in water unto 

repentance: but he that cometh after 
me is mightier than I, whose shoes I 
am not worthy to bear: he shall bap
tize you in the Holy Spirit and in fire" 
(Matt. 3:11). 

2. Jesus "being assembled together with 
them (apostles), he charged them not 
to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, 
said he, ye heard from me: For John 
indeed baptized with water; but ye 
shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit 
not many days hence" (Acts 1:4-5). 

ll. Holy Spirit and the apostles. 
A. Jesus is the administrator of Holy Spirit 

baptism. 
1. John the baptizer said that Jesus-the 
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mightier one-would baptize the 
apostles in the Holy Spirit and in frre 
(Matt. 3: 11). 
a. "And behold, I send forth the 

promise of my Father upon you: 
but tarry ye in the city, until ye 
be clothed with power from on 
high" (Luke 24:49). 

b. "And, being assembled together 
with them, he charged them not 
to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Fa
ther, which, said he, ye heard 
from me" (Acts 1 :4). 

c. "Being therefore by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having 
received of the Father the prom
ise of the Holy Spirit, he hath 
poured forth this, which ye see 
and hear" (Acts 2:33). 

2. Man does not-and cannot-admin
ister Holy Spirit baptism. 

B. Purpose of baptizing apostles in Holy 
Spirit. 
1. "I have yet many things to say unto 

you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he shall guide you into all the 
truth: for he shall not speak from him
self; but what things soever he shall 
hear, these shall he speak: and he shall 
declare unto you the things that are to 
come. He shall glorify me: for he shall 
take of mine, and shall declare it unto 
you. All things whatsoever the Father 
hath are mine: therefore said I, that he 
taketh of mine, and shall declare it 
unto you" (John 13:12-15). 



2. "For if the word spoken through an-
gels proved stedfast, and every trans
gression and disobedience received a 
just recompense of reward; how shall 
we escape, if we neglect so great a 
salvation? which having at the first 
been spoken through the Lord, was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard; 
God also bearing witness with them, 
both by signs and wonders, and by 
manifold powers, and by gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, according to his own will" 
(Heb. 2:2-4). 

3. "And they went forth, and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with 
them, and confrrming the word by the 
signs that followed. Amen"(Mk. 16:20). 

C. Paul and the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
1. The New Testament does not detail 

the apostle Paul's baptism in the 
Holy Spirit. 

2. We know it happened. 
a. The signs of an apostle attended 

his ministry at Corinth (2 Cor. 
12:12). 

b. Paul was not one whit behind the 
very chiefest apostles (2 Cor. 
11:5). 

c. The gospel Paul preached was 
neither after man nor did he learn 
it from man but it came to him by 
revelation of Jesus Christ (Gal. 
1:11-12). 

3. The purpose of baptism in the Holy 
Spirit was to lead to a knowledge of 
and confirm all religious truth. Paul 
received revelation from Jesus Christ, 
and the signs of an apostle in his min
istry confirmed the message he taught. 

Comments on the Outline 
Jesus received from his heavenly father the prom

ise of a power from on high in the person of the Holy 
Spirit. John the baptizer and Jesus both emphasize 
that only Jesus administers Holy Spirit baptism. John 
said of Jesus "he shall baptize in the Holy Spirit and 
in fire." Jesus said he would receive the promised 
power from his father and give it to the apostles. 

If Jesus administers Holy Spirit baptism, then 
man cannot do it. It is a thing so astounding that it 
requires deity to administer it. It therefore follows 
that no one can be required to be baptized in the 
Holy Spirit. Such baptism is entirely out of man's 
control. It is an act only of Jesus. Since man cannot 
control Jesus and, thereby, control baptism in the 
Holy Spirit, man cannot be commanded to receive 
baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

In every age the gifts of the Holy Spirit are a 
promise and never a command. One cannot obey a 
promise. One can only obey commands. Since every 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit in the lives of men 
on earth is a promise, it follows that man cannot 
obey it Man can obey the command to be baptized 
in water. It is within his control. Man administers 
water baptism to man, and obedience, therefore, is 
within his province. This control is not true of bap
tism in the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus had an immeasurable measure of the Holy 
Spirit. This fact can be shown from a reading of 
John 3:31-35. In verse 31 John the baptizer says of 
Jesus that he "cometh from above and·is above all." 

. In verse 32 John says that Jesus bore witness to what 
he had "seen and heard." He was from heaven, and 
when he talked about the central throne room of the 
living God, he spoke as one who had been there and 
seen it. John also observes that "no man receiveth 
his witness." In verse 33 John says that he who ac
cepts the witness of Jesus "hath set his seal to this, 
that God is true." In verse 34 John says, "For he 
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God." 
The word for at the beginning of the sentence has 
the effect of "to assign the reason," or "here's why." 
The line of thought is Jesus came from above and 
spoke of things he knew about. To receive the wit
ness of Jesus is to acknowledge that God is true. 
For-here's why-to assign the reason-Jesus, 
whom God sent, speaks the words of God. The next 
sentence also begins with the word for, and it has 
the same import as previously. Here is why-Jeho
vah does not give the Spirit by measure to his son 
Jesus. He (Jehovah) is not giving the Spirit by mea
sure to the one who came from above, and speaks of 
heavenly things, and who speaks the words of God. 
Verse 35 says, "The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand," clearly showing that 
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the speaker is talking of how the Father gave the 
Son an unlimited gift of the Spirit. If all received the 
Spirit without measure, it would be no special trib
ute to Jesus to have the Spirit without measure. 

In Ephesians, Paul speaks of the differing gifts 
and measures of the Spirit that Jesus bestows on men. 
He gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers (Eph. 4:11). 
Clearly, Jesus gave varying gifts to men on earth 
(Eph. 4:8). 

It is important to know that Jesus receives the 
Spirit without measure. If everyone who receives the 
Spirit receives it without measure, it is meaningless to 
say Jesus receives it without measure. It follows that 
there are various measures of the Spirit. Jesus had an 
immeasurable measure of the Spirit His specialtnen
the twelve-had an apostolic measure of the Spirit. 
Those upon whom the apostles laid their hands to 
impart a gift of the Spirit had a secondary measure. 
All baptized believers receive the ordinary or com
mon or usual measure of the Spirit. In future lessons 
we will discuss these different measures of the Holy 
Spirit. Understanding this basic teaching is vital to a 
proper knowledge of the Holy Spirit and his work. 

Jesus gave the apostles a restricted measure of 
the Spirit when he sent them out under the limited 

commission-"go only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel." They demonstrated the power of the Spirit 
in controlling demons-"even the demons are sub
ject unto us in thy name" (Lk. 10: 17). This, how
ever, did not continue with them but was taken away 
after they accomplished their mission of going quickly 
to the cities of Israel to tell the people "Repent for 
the kingdom is at hand." When Jesus breathed on 
the apostles and said, "Receive ye the Holy Spirit" 
(John 20:22), he did not at that time impart to them 
the power from on high. We know this because Jesus 
ascended on high to receive this promise from his 
father so that he might, in tum, give it to his apostles 
(Acts 2:33). Also, the apostles did not have the guid
ance of the Spirit into all truth until after the Pente
cost of Acts 2. In John 20:22 Jesus prophesies the 
apostles will have the baptism of the Spirit and fire 
when he sends it upon them from the heavenly throne. 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a restricted and 
special gift. It was given only three times, and only 
two of these are recorded. The unsupported claim of 
men to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire 
after the days of the apostles is untrue. 
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Parent Alert! 
By Lindell Mitchell 

I recently received a letter from Gary Cochran 
who is the youth and family minister of the A&M 
Church of Christ in College Station, TX. He urged 
youth workers and involved parents to support the 
third Central Texas Teen Summit to be presented by 
the A&M church April3-5, 1992. The stated theme 
is "I Give Up!" 

The program looked great until the list of speak
ers appeared on page two. The special guests billed 
as "powetful communicators" were Jeff Wailing of 
Mission Viejo, California; Ronnie Norman of Hous
ton, Texas; and veteran youth minister Mike Myers 
of Littleton, Colorado. I do not know brother Norman 
or brother Myers. Still, I know Jeff Walling through 
his work; his presence on the program alarmed me. 
My first response was to write to Gary Cochran and 
the A&M elders a letter explaining my concern about 
Walling's appearing on the program. I assumed that 
they simply were not aware of some things brother 
Wailing has taught in recent years. 

In my initial letter I noted Jeff appeared on the 
annual preaching and teaching convention of Ozark 
Christian College in Joplin, Missouri, in February of 
1987. If he had taught the truth at this Christian 
Church school, it would have been wonderful-that 
did not happen. Jeff spoke immediately after the 
Acappella vocal band of Paris, Tennessee, concluded 
its performance, saying: 

"And you thought we didn't have instru
ments! Oaughter, applause) Ah, I love being 
with those fellows and you haven't heard all of 
'em yet. Those gentlemen are some good 
friends of mine. I do a lot of teen rallies all 
across the country with Acappella . .lt's been a 
blessing to be here. It has been a little tense for 
me, it really has. Because I recognize that for 
many of you, getting to hear me today has 
been a rare experience to hear somebody from 
the non-instrumental group of our fellowship. 
Whatever, we haven't come up with good words 
for that. I hope we never do. I hope we lose the 
words we've got now that describe the divi-

sion, but (clapping) whatever you want to call 
it. It's made me a little nervous 'cause I've 
wanted to just really show you the love that 
Jesus has showed me. He has never given me, 
ever, any right to look to anyone, especially a 
brother or sister in Christ, with disdain, or dis
gust, or anything but a spirit of 'may I do my 
best to accept you as Jesus accepted me' ... My 
commitment is to God's word and doing things 
as effectively and biblically as I can. For that 
reason I don't go around the country preaching 
against instrumental music .... " 

I felt sure that when the brethren at College Station 
became aware of Jeff's endorsement of Acappella 
and his embracing sectarians in open fellowship, they 
would withdraw the invitation. When a man of great 
ability advocates error, he has great potential for harm
ing our teens. After giving assurances that I did not 

. propose to dictate policy to the A&M church, I urged 
them not to continue with their proposed action. 

Gary Cochran called me about three days later. 
He was most kind and cordial and expressed his ap
preciation for my point of view. He asked me if I had 
contacted brother Wailing personally. I told him no, 
but I had not invited him to the Central Texas Teen 
Summit and by that endorsed him. Gary told me of 
his extreme disappointment that I had not called Jeff 
and assured me that Wailing would be appearing on 
the program as announced. 

After thinking about it, I wondered if I gave the 
infonnation clearly. Somehow it seemed that we were 
not communicating. It just could not be that the lead
ership of the A&M congregation would endorse such 
error. So I wrote another letter dated 12-21-1991. I 
explained that a tape of Jefr s speech at the 1990 
Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop was being sent for 
their hearing. 

In this speech brother Walling badly botched his 
attempt to provide an exegesis of John 17:20-21, say-
ing: 

"Now the problem we got in this audito
rium is what you think when you say the word 
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'we.' You look around and say, 'yea, we, that's 
o.k.' But what if we weren't here? What if you 
were at a gathering where there were people 
sitting next to you who clidn' t go to a church of 
Christ? They believed in Jesus. They loved the 
Lord. They have a desire to do what's right. 
But assume for just a moment the crazy con
cept that there may be some folks out in the 
world who, honest to goodness, love Jesus with 
all their heart, who would want go give him 
anything they have in their hands, but for what
ever reason they are not fellowshipping in a 
building that says 'Church for Christ' on it. 
Now, just free your mind up for that bizarre 
possibility. Now can you say with me, 'that 
we may be one?' The first odd thing I want 
you to note in the text is what Jesus doesn't say 
when he says 'they.' He doesn't say that 'the 
obedient might be one.' He doesn't say that 
'the church-of-Christers might be one.' Who 
does he ask would be united, would be one? 'I 
pray for those who will go to church?' No, no, 
no. 1 pray for those who will be baptized?' 
Oddly enough, 'I pray for those who believe in 
me.' Now, folks, I don't want to break 
anybody' s back as you try to bend over and go 
with me. But I want you to wrestle with the 
fact that the text says, 'believers.' Those who 
say, 'Yes, Jesus is the Christ. Yes, he is divine, 
Yes, he is Lord.' I will tell you what, in order 
to preach the text, we can't get into this lesson 
without appreciating the fact that Jesus asks that 
we would throw a calf rope around all of those 
who just believe in him, and pray, and work, 
for the unity of all believers." 

Jeff Wailing has not changed his position since 
the 1988 speech in Joplin. In his 1990 speech Jeff 
assures his audience that he will "go to the wall" on 
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these matters. I think this is exactly the case. While 
I absolutely oppose his attempt to take the Lord's 
church into fellowship with denominational sectari
anism, I believe him to be both honest and open in 
his efforts. 

I requested the A&M elders listen to the tape and 
then be kind enough to drop me a note indicating 
they had heard it Also, I asked whether they agreed 
with brother Walling. My letter closed with these 
words: "If you do not accept his sectarianism, I im
plore you not to allow him to come to A&M advo-:
cating error. If you plan to allow him to come de
spite his false teaching, please tell me why." As of 
this date, I have received no word from the A&M 
elders. 

It is terrible to put a brazen advocate of error 
before our young people as a role-model. Elders, 
please instruct your people not to participate in this 
event. Parents do not put your impressionable teens 
at risk. If you have influence with the A&M elders, 
prevail upon them to rethink their decision and 
change it. Urge them to do it for the sake of our 
young people and for the sweet fellowship of the 
saints. If you have influence with Jeff Walling, urge 
him to abandon his divisive destructive error and 
employ his mighty abilities for good. "And have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them" (Eph. 5:11). 
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Bias of the Media 
By Dr. Russell C. Artist 

Brother Dave Miller writes in the book called 
Embattled Christianity, "By Media we mean (1) our 
television sets and movie theatres, (2) the music trans
mitted to us through radio records/tapes, and live 
concerts, and (3) the print media-books, newspa
pers, magazines ... the nation's newspapers and major 
news magazines, (such as, Newsweek, U.S. News and 
World Report, and Time) are written from the per
spective of the social liberal who stands opposed to 
political, moral and religious conservatism." 

I write to expose the bias of a Public Broadcast
ing Station ... channel 8 in Nashville. We can expect 
no regard for Christian principles on most commer
cially-sponsored TV shows. The public broadcasting 
networks have usually avoided popular expressions 
of immorality. But, in science programs such as 
Jacques Cousteau, the National Geographic and in 
its Smithsonian programs, they present the evolu
tionary, godless portrayal of life and history. 

The prestigious Smithsonian Institution in Wash
ington, D.C., is supported by public funds-our tax 
money. It is completely evolution oriented. Chris
tians are not represented. In the following letter to 
the vice-president of WDCN, Channel 8 in Nash
ville, I protested the unfairness of a Smithsonian 
television program: 

"The Smithsonian World shown Wednes
day night, March 25, is a mockery of true sci
ence. It featured the evolution myth. It was 
shameful to see a national organization, paid 
for by taxpayers money, foster the biased view 
of evolution as an explanation of the origin of 
the species. 

"It began with a nursery rhyme-'Once 
upon a time!' It must be terrible for scientists 
to have to begin with such as that. Where is 
the precision that science claims for itself? The 
origin of life, beginning with one cell-then 
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two cells, is a common stance for evolution
ists, but they fail to state just how that first cell 
could have arisen. They fall back on the de
funct idea of spontaneous generation to get that 
one cell! In the realm of paleontology, Stephen 
J. Gould of Harvard was spokesman for gradual 
upward development of man from ape-like an
cestors. Recently, Gou1d abandoned the idea of 
gradualism and now holds to punctuated equi
librium, which means that somehow some hope
ful monster may arise-the same strange no
tion begun by Goldschmidt many years ago! 

"I challenge you to allow a creationist equal 
time to rebut all this Smithsonian jargon. Dr. 
Thomas B. Warren debated the famous atheist 
Anthony Flew and sent him back to England 
muttering that he would never debate a cre
ationist again! Warren challenged Gould and 
Carl Sagan for a debate. They have declined 
the invitation. Also, Dr. Duane Gish and Dr. 
Henry Morris, of the Institute for Creation Re
search, based in California, would be happy to 
meet the false claims of the Smithsonian evo
lutionists!" 

Professor Emeritus 
David Lipscomb University 

1507 Blue Springs Road 
Franklin, TN 37064 

(Editor's note: Write a letter to your congress
man protesting the use of tax money to present the 
unwarranted view that evolutionism explains the ori
gin of man on earth. We have well qualified men who 
would be happy to appear on a national television 
show to redress this wrong. Bert Thompson is doing 
a very creditable work in his monthly journal, Rea
son & Revelation. The subscription is $5.00 per year 
and can be ordered from Apologetics Press, Inc., 230 
Landmark Drive, Montgomery, AL 36117-2752-
Dobbs). 



Lessons from the Mission Field 
By Allen Webster 

''White man!, White man!" the children chanted 
as we started down the street. A few adventurous 
ones stepped forward to touch the unaccustomed white 
skin of a foreigner-an immigrant. 

To enter an alien culture, even for a few days, is 
a remarkable and unforgettable experience. Having 
just spent sixteen days in Guyana, South America, 
there are several lessons in mind that might be inter
esting and beneficial. 

The gospel is still poweiful. We have often quoted 
Paul's words, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek" (Rom. 1: 16), but the devil makes us doubt 
them. 

It is faith-strengthening to see the gospel go into 
the hearts of those who have never heard it and, 
literally, change them from sinners to saints. We saw 
it take a Muslim and make him a new creature (2 
Cor. 5:17). It made an idolatrous Hindu forsake her 
idols (1 Cor. 6:9-11).1t took an eighty-eight year old 
man and made him a babe again (John 3:5). It tore a 
drunk from his bottle, an adulteress from her lover, 
and a pagan from his temple. 

The gospel is powerful! 
Sinners are still interested. During sixteen days 

of work, twenty workers baptized over one hundred 
people into Christ (Gal. 3:27). This is proof that sin
ners still want to be saved. Someone might observe, 
''That might be true in other lands, but Americans 
are not as interested." With this we will not argue, 
but simply ask, "Have we quit trying?" (Read Ezek
iel 3:17). If we will lovingly persist in proclaiming 
the truth, will they not listen? "Persistence breaks 
down resistance!" Non-Christians will study with us
if we will ask them. Denominational friends will 
come-if we will invite. Family members will fol
low-if we will "practice what we preach." 

Too often we listen as the devil tells us that people 
do not want to study the Bible anymore. He says 

plain, ''book-chapter-verse" preaching is out-of-date, 
simple worship is finished, singing needs to be 
"spruced up" with instruments and groups, and our 
neighbors would not come if invited. Wrong! 

Don't give up! Sinners need and want salvation. 
Society deteriorates when the Bible is forsaken. 

Solomon wrote, "Righteousness exalteth a nation: but 
sin is a reproach to any people" (Prov. 14:34). A 
society that rejects the authority of the word is in for 
governmental corruption, religious heresies, wide
spread immorality, dangerous diseases, political un
rest, and general unhappiness. 

In Guyana fewer claim to believe the Bible than 
outright deny it. The results are inevitab~e. The only 
hope for any nation is to tum to God with the whole 
heart (Micah 6:8). 

Take heed America! 
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Repenting of immorality is difficult. In a place 
where people ignore the Bible, there are many shock
ingly immoral situations. We studied with many who 
openly lived in adultery. Some unmarried women 
had children by different men; others' lived with those 
married to still others. Many were divorced andre
married for every cause. Girls of twelve--<hildren
often go to live with grown men. Tragically few are 
virgins at the age of sixteen. 

Many are in situations where it is hard for them 
to be Christians. The Bible says one must repent in 
becoming a Christian (Acts 17:30). Repentance in
cludes forsaking sin (Matt. 3:8). Adulterous relations 
must be severed. Jesus said, "Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall 

marry another, committeth adultery: and who so 
marrieth her which is put away doth commit adul
tery" (Matt. 19:9). Young people be careful who you 
many. Marriage can mean heaven or hell. 

Jesus pointed a nail-scarred hand to a guilty world 
and, in unfathomable love, said, "Go" (Mark 16:15). 
The command includes going to the house across the 
street and to the mud huts across the world. It means 
that each should take it as far as he can and then send 
someone else where he cannot It means to care and 
cry and sacrifice and pray. It means to love the lost 
because the Lord loved first May God bless our 
efforts! Rt. 1 Box 38 

Tiplersville, MS 38674 

~ 

The ''Hermeneutical Firestorm" 
By J. E. Choate 

"A 'hermeneutical frrestorm' is raging through 
our brotherhood!" Randy Fenter tells us this in an 
Image article. Fenter claims to be one of the instiga
tors of the "frrestorm" growing out of three articles 
that he wrote in 1990 issues of Image. His articles 
are noticeable for showing what he views as the in
adequacies of the "precept, example, and necessary 
inference" model of what others call the "old herme
neutic." We do not think he makes his case, or that 
he bas even stated a case. He is apparently the only 
spokesman for the "new hermeneutic" movement who 
is convinced that a "hermeneutical firestorm" is rag
ing out of control in the brotherhood. 

Denny Boultinghouse, editor of Image, is not in
clined to go so far. However, he does think that the 
dialogue between the "old hermeneutic" and the "new 
hermeneutic" has been so controversial that brethren 
are unable to carry on a cool-headed discussion about 
the matter. He says that some folk, who a year ago 
could not spell ''hermeneutic," are now self-proclaimed 
experts on the. subject. He neglects to name those 
who think so. Then the editor makes a most reveal
ing statement that many opposed to the "new herme
neutic" are unable to define what it is. Why are we 
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expected to know what the "new hermeneutic" is 
since we have not been informed by its proponents? 
And we applaud Boultinghouse for writing next: "I 
am not so sure that any one has ever fully explained 
the "old hermeneutic." At least, Gary Collier cannot 
be faulted for not trying. 

Dr. Thomas Olbricht, a leading spokesman for 
the "new hermeneutic," is confident that churches of 
Christ have reached a "hermeneutical impasse"' now 
taking place at the "grass roots" level in local 
churches. Not all share this view. One in particular is 
Don Jackson who is our hero in this context. Jack
son, in his paper read in the 1990 Christian Scholars 
Conference, apparently disagrees with Olbricht' s as
sessment. He brought up the subject of the "old her
meneutic" with its reliance on the "command, ex
ample, and necessary inference formula" in a church 
Bible class. Several members were graduates of our 
Christian schools. His proposition was met by blank 
faces. They had not an inkling of what he was talk
ing about. However, apologists for the "new herme
neutic" seem to know what the "old hermeneutic" is 
and claim that its common denominator is its reli
ance on the out-moded and flawed model of the "pre-



cept, apostolic example, and necessary inference" 
methodology devised by "conservative" Christian 
scholars. They charge the "old hermeneutic" is no 
longer useful because it relies upon a collection of 
"proof texts" on specific subjects from which is de
duced a scriptural conclusion through the application 
of the "PEr' model. Gary D. Collier took the initial 
step in denouncing the methodology of the "old her
meneutic" in his 1987, 1988 papers read before esc. 
Olbricht and others have concluded that Collier has 
rendered us a valuable service in so doing. 

We could better address the "new hermeneutic" 
if its proponents would provide us with a clear work
ing model. This they have not done, and we do not 
expect them to do so. However, the tone and direc
tion of a "new hermeneutic" is copiously addressed 
in one place or another. Larry Chouinard advises us 
that we should immerse ourselves in the historical 
and cultural setting of the first century. (Some of us 
think we have done so.) James Thompson informed 
us in his 1981 esc paper that a large number of 
scholars in "our heritage" have equipped themselves 
to do original research in the New Testament, and 
who can now write books at the "cutting edge" of 
modem scholarship. Surely a good number of us have 
attended liberal seminaries such as Yale, Harvard, 
Vanderbilt divinity schools. 

Notable among those so trained are many conser
vative brethren who are not given to bashing the "so 
called" old hermeneutic. Such brethren understand 
and use the scholarly labors of "world class" acade
micians who are renowned for their research in the 
fields of lower and higher criticism and who have 
presented us with vernacular translations of the an
cient Hebrew and Greek texts. Such eminent scholars 
labor in the unveiling of ancient civilizations and 
cultures through archaeology and other tools. Con
servative scholars in "our heritage" are fully aware of 
such research which daily proceeds. 

Ron Highfield joins the chorus of those engaged 
in the denigration of the "old hermeneutic." He minces 
no words as he states: "the CIE method no longer 
makes sense because we no longer believe that its 
aim is central to the Christian faith" (CSC, 1990). 
Then he adds a most surprising statement that we do 
not need to invent a "new hermeneutic" because "it 
already exists, and has for years." Now we are get-

ting somewhere! we call upon Highfield to set forth 
the methodology of the "new hermeneutic" so that 
we all may know. We are also much obliged to Bill 
R. Swetmon who also faults the methodology of the 
"old hermeneutic." He repeats the tired refrain that 
conservative scholars neglect the historical approach, 
and view the scriptures as an arrangement of inspired 
propositions (proof texts). 

We raise an eyebrow at Swetmon' s allegation 
that the "old hermeneutic" has separated Christians 
and split churches without regard for the meaning 
and relevance of the biblical texts. Of course, we 
recall in memory the "premillennial" controversy of 
half a century ago, and "splintering of churches" by 
our overly zealous and contentious "institutional" 
brethren. At least, they are not denying the faith! 

We especially applaud Dr. Ian Fair who does not 
believe that "our movement" needs a "new benne- · 
neutic." And we most appreciate his remark that he 
does not believe that such principles as the tri-fold 
formula of "commands, apostolic example, and nec
essary inference" should be abandoned. We agree 
with Dr. Fair who cautions against the over-play of 

· the tri-fold formula. Dr. Fair hits the nail squarely on 
the· head when he writes that we are talking about 
theology-not hermenev r ical models. Thomas 
Olbricht shares this view with Fair since Olbricht 
declares that the bottom line of hermeneutics is the 
theology which is believed in and acted upon. 

Michael Casey relates in a 1982 Mission article 
of the organization of the Christian Scholars Confer
ence. Gary D. Collier speaks of the CSC in general 
terms as the "Scholarship Movement." It was not 
until the 1987 and 1988 July meetings of the esc 
that the subject of the "old hermeneutic" versus the 
"new hermeneutic" raised its head. And it was dur
ing the 1989 and 1990 sessions of esc that a 
"frrestorm" was ignited which, according to Fenter, 
now rages through our brotherhood. We do not think 
so, and we predict that the more zealous partisans of 
the "new hermeneutic" in the future will exercise 
due caution and circumspection in dealing in superla-
tives. Chairman Emeritus, Bible Department 

David lipscomb University 
3714112 Belmont Blvd 

Nashville, TN 37215 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Preacher's Wives 
By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

The Bible does not give us any criteria for judg
ing the wife of a preacher. In fact, we vary a great 
deal in regard to personalities, talents and looks, 
though most of us feel that we need God's help " ... to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with our God" (Micah 6:8). 

We are told very little about wives of New Testa
ment preachers. Several of the apostles were prob
ably not even married. We can tell from the chal
lenge of Paul, however, that some of the early preach
ers did have wives: "Have we not power to lead 
about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as 
the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? Or .I only and 
Barnabas, have we not power to forbear working?" 
(1 Cor. 9:5-11). 

He seems to be saying that a preacher's wife, as 
well as the man himself, should be supported. It 
sounds, too, as if when the preacher went out to 
teach in other cities and to go on missionary travels, 
he usually took his wife with him, and Christians in 
that area were to provide them with food and lodg
ing. 

That Peter had a wife is clear from the above 
reading and from Matthew 8:14: "And when Jesus 
was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother 
laid and sick of a fever." Some, though not all, of the 
early preachers were married. Preachers were not 
commanded to be either married or unmarried. 

The only specific qualifications for a preacher's 
wife are just those admonitions given by Paul to all 
Christian women: "In like manner also, that women 
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefaced
ness and sobriety; not with braided hair, or gold, or 
pearls, or costly array" (1 Timothy 2:9). Paul re
minds all women we should not depend on outward 
adorning nor should we set out to call attention to 
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ourselves by the way we dress. We should all spend 
more time in studying than in shopping, teaching 
than in traipsing. Again, Paul, in writing to Titus of 
the things which the young preacher should be em
phasizing, told him to urge the older women to 
" ... teach the young women to be sober, to love their 
husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, 
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own hus
bands, that the word of God be not blasphemed" 
(Titus 2:4-5). 

Since the preacher' s wife of today would be more 
in the public eye than are most wives, such admoni
tions as these would seem to apply particularly to 
her. Sometimes the wife of the preacher has greater 
opportunities for meeting people and teaching them, 
though nowhere in the scriptures is it implied that 
any preacher's wife must be more conscientious or 
put forth more effort than the wife of any other man. 

When a church invites a preacher to come and 
work with the members there, the people are getting 
a bargain, two for the price of one. A preacher who 
does not have a wife or whose wife has an unhappy 
or uncooperative outlook on his work and toward 
their associates, no matter how great and effective 
are his talents, is handicapped in his work. His wife 
should be aware of this and should make a great 
effort to help him. Otherwise, she will probably be 
miserable in this life and in the next. 

A few women say, "I always wanted to be a 
preacher's wife and find it a joyful role." A few 
others have been disappointed in their situations and 
want their husbands to go into some other line of 
work or to release them from their marriage vows. In 
some cases, a fellow marries and then ~ecides to 
begin preaching; in others, the wife does not realize 
the depth of the commitment she has made and feels 



that too much is expected of her. 
In some cases she ignores the unrelenting caveat 

of Paul, ''Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as unto the Lord" (Eph. 5:22), and "Wives, 
submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as is fit 
in the Lord" (Col. 3:18). 

The divine reminder should always be before us: 
"And unto the manied I command, yet not I, but the 
Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: but 
and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be 
reconciled to her husband; and let not the husband 
put away his wife" (1 Cor. 7:10-11). As I was grow
ing up, I gave a great deal of thought to some of the 
difficulties I saw in the families of my denomina
tional-preacher uncles and decided I did not want to 
subject my children (and myself) to tl1e kind of closely 

observed lives my cousins faced. I did it anyway. 
Several years later, I wrote to my husband (in jest) 
the following little rhyme: 

The last thing in the world I ever wanted to do 
Before I met the likes of you 
Was to be a preacher's wife; 
So I thought I would date you a time or two 
And then I'd bid you a happy adieu-
And now I'm stuck for life! 

Most of us have been able to adjust and to enjoy 
the lives we lead, though we pity those who have felt 
that they could not bear the stress. Some simply would 
not put forth enough effort and in some cases have 
wrecked the lives of some very worthy and conscien
tious men. P. 0. Box 8400 

Fort Worth, TX 76124 
1):: 

Is Belief Alone Enough? 
By David W. Hester 

To most, the answer to the above question would 
be yes. Religious leaders say all one has to do to be 
saved is simply accept and believe in Christ. Just put 
your hand on the radio! 

What does the Bible say? 
The Bible teaches belief alone is not enough. Two 

examples from Christ's earthly ministry illustrate this 
truth. JoJm writes, "Nevertheless among the chief 
rulers also many believed on him; but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should 
be put out of the synagogue: For they loved the praise 
of men more than the praise of God" (John 12:42,43). 

These men were believers. If belief alone was 
sufficient, they would be saved. However, the pas
sage plainly declares that confession was also re
quired! 

The second example is as clear-as Jesus spoke, 
"Many believed on him" (John 8:30). He spoke to 
that group of believers (John 8:31). Verse 44 says, 
"Y e are of your father the devil." They believed on 
him, but rejected his words! Belief alone was not 
enough. They believed only but were children of the 
devil. 

What must one do to be saved? James declares, 
"Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, 

and not by faith only" (James 2:24). In this case, he 
speaks of obedient works of righteousness, not works 
by which we can earn salvation. Paul says that hu
man works won't save (Eph. 2:8-9). 

Belief is essential. "For if ye believe not that I 
am he, ye shall die in your sins" (John 8:24). One 
must repent, "I tell you, Nay: but except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3). One must 
confess the name of Jesus, ''Whosoever therefore shall 
confess me before men, him will I also confess be
fore my father which is in heaven" (Matt. 1 0:32). 
Also, one must be buried in water and resurrected to 
have his sins forgiven. Listen to Jesus: "He that be
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; he that be
lieveth not shall be damned" (Mk. 16:16). Examine 
this statement: "He that eateth and digesteth his food 
shall live; he that eateth not shall die." Parallel that to 
what Jesus said in Mark 16:16. Christ linked baptism 
with salvation. Clearly, belief alone is not enough. 
May we, with good and honest hearts, accept Jesus 
and his way-the way which leads to heaven. ''No 
one cometh unto the Father but by me" (Jesus). 

Rt. 2, Box 100 
Haleyville, AL 35565 
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Potpourri ........... . 

The Ear. .••• 
•"I would love to have subscription to Firm F oun

dation. I have read it several times ... given to me by 
friends. I find it true to the Bible which I believe in" 
(JTM, MS) 

•''I know you miss your good and precious friend, 
Foy Smith ... at Mabel's funeral Foy told me, My heart 
is broken .. .! appreciate preachers like you who de
fend the truth and preserve the church. May God 
keep his loving arms around you .... " (PF, CA) 

•"Thank you for all your kindness to Foy Smith. 
Foy and I were close all our lives and, though we 
were not twins as our names might indicate, the tie 
could not have been stronger. Foy was proud of the 
Firm Foundation and talked about it often. Thanks 
for being Foy' s friend" (Loy Smith, TX). 

•"Mildred Parker, wife of Leonard, was buried 
in San Marcos. She was a faithful Christian woman
mother of 5, grandmother of 15-and great-grand
mother to 7. Her heroic efforts for the one faith will 
have lasting effects" (LP, TX). 

•"I enclose a check for $15. Please send Firm 
Foundation to my friend" (B.H., PA). 

The Mouth ..... . 
•"I'm trying to let this thing die." (Baptist 

preacher Ed Lopes of West Richland, Wash., on why 
he doesn't discuss that he once served time for chok
ing his female companion.) 

•"Former KGB agent seeks employment in simi
lar field ... Tel: Paris 1-42.50.66.76. (Recent classified 
in the International Herald Tribune.) 

•Billboard in Maryland - "VIRGIN-Teach 
your kid it's not a dirty word." 

•On Bill Clinton's affair with Gennifer Flowers: 
''Who cares, anyway? The issue of a candidate's sex 
life is essentially phoney ... too much sexual buzz in
terferes with people's instruments and makes it harder 
to judge a candidate on important questions-his or 
her stability, judgment, decency, intelligence, ethics, 
strength of will, experience, truthfulness .... " (Time 
magazine). How long, 0 Lord, How long? 
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•Newsweek article: ''Take the Money and Shut 
Up!" "Karen Finley ... sometimes strips down to the 
waist, smears her breasts with chocolate (intended to 
suggest cow dung). Under pressure from Congress, 
the National Endowment for the Arts withdrew its 
$8,000.00 grant to Finley ... She sued, claiming the 
government interfered with her political views. Un
der longstanding First Amendment principles, Finley 
should be a sure winner." How long, 0 Lord, How 
long? 

•Elie Wiesel, accepting the 1986 Nobel Peace 
Prize: ''Take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, 
never the victim. Silence encourages the tonnentor, 
never the tormented." 

•David Brown of Austin, Texas did a good job 
of defending the once for all delivered faith in a 
debate with a baptist, Bob Ross. The discussion was 
held at the Burbank Church of Christ in Houston. 

•Southwest Church of Christ in Austin, Texas, 
will present its 11th annual lectures, April 12-15, 
1992. Perry Cotham will be the first speaker and Bill 
Lockwood the final speaker. Other speakers include, 
Joe Gilmore, Jerry Moffitt, Curtis Cates, Robert Tay
lor, Dub McClish, and Guss Eoff. 

•Joseph Meador is helping to revive the Oakey 
Boulevard church in Las Vegas (now called Boule
vard Church of Christ) A new school of Biblical 
studies, called Southwestern School of Religion, is 
now open. There is no other such study opportunity 
available in the state of Nevada. The school is under 
the oversight of the Boulevard Church of Christ el
ders and is directed by Joseph Meador. 

•Elders of the Fifth and Highland church in 
Abilene. say that the "snowy village nativity scene, 
elves, Frosty, Santa, and singing groups, as described 
by Lynn Anderson" have been moved from the 
church property to a shopping center. It continues to 
be presented by the Fifth and Highland church~ (This 
is the church that sponsors the Herald of Truth Ra
dio and TV program.) Herald ofTruth, did you say? 
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According to Academic American Encyclopedia 
''The church of the New Testament was described 
through various images drawn from pastoral life, ag
riculture, building construction, and from family and 
married life. The church is called a sheepfold (John 
10:1-10), the field of God (1 Cor. 3:9), God's house
hold in the Spirit (Eph. 2:19-22), God's dwelling 
place among humankind (Rev. 21:3), the Lord's spot
less spouse (Rev. 19:7), and the body of Christ (1 
Cor. 12:12-28). The church is God's holy people 
summoned to worship." 

Rubel Shelly in a letter dated January 27, 1992, 
says, "Dr. ·Lyle Schailer is one of the best-known 
authorities in the field of church growth alive today. 
His seminars across the country are filled to capacity. 
David W ead and I contacted Dr. Schailer about hold
ing a seminar in Nashville. The seminar is scheduled 
for March 31 and April 1. It will be held in the new 
facility of First Christian Church on Franklin Road." 
(The First Christian Church is an apostate group, and 
Dr. Lyle Schailer is a full-blown Calvinist. Shelly 
claims he has only changed his attitude. If so, he was 
a hypocrite before. What thou doest, do it quickly!) 

•From the Hendersonville Star News: "Ken Dye 
was ousted by the elders of the Hendersonville Church 
of Christ. .. In protest associate minister Allen Mann 
resigned. A new group taking the name Community 
Church of Christ formed out of some former mem
bers of the Hendersonville Church of Christ. .. After 
initial reports that Ken Dye had nothing to do with 
the new group, he was eventually named its pulpit 
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minister, with Mann becoming the associate minis
ter .... " (Ken Dye's wife will be ·a featured speaker at 
the Nashville Jubilee.) 
Book Review ..•... 

•Armageddon Again? is a rewrite of the book 
Armageddon When? Stafford North is the talented 
writer. The book is excellent in every way, and rec
ommended for those wanting to know about the 
"battle of Armageddon" and the end of the world. It 
is an answer to Hal Lindsey, Max King, and others. 
The book presents a carefully documented summary 
of the view held by many about the signs, the rap
ture, the Old Testament prophecies, the last days, 
the millinium, and similar themes. The new edition 
is 124 pages in length and can be ordered from the 
Firm Foundation at a cost of $5.00 plus postage and 
handling. 

Don't Quit 
When things go wrong as they sometimes will; 
When the road your trudging seems all uphill; 
When the friends are low, and the debts are high; 
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh; 
When care is pressing you down a bit-
Rest if you must, but don't you quit! 
Success is failure turned inside out; 
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt; 
And you can never tell how close you are; 
It may be near when it seems afar; 
So, stick to the fight when you're hardest hit
It's when things go wrong that you mustn't quit. 

(From the unknown author). 
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The Beatitudes 
By Darrell Broking 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit ... . 
"Blessed are they that mourn ... . 
"Blessed are the meek ...• 
"Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 

righteousness .... 
uBlessed are the merciful.. .. 
uBlessed are the pure in heart ... . 
uBlessed are the peacemakers ... . 
"Blessed are they that have been persecuted 

for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven .... 

"Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, 
and persecute you, and say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

"Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven: for so perse
cuted they the prophets that were be
fore you". (Matt 5:3-12). 

The kingdom of heaven belongs to the poor in 
spirit God gives grace to the humble (Prov. 3:34, James 
4:6). J. W. McGarvey wrote, ''There must be an emp
tiness before there can be fullness, and poverty of spirit 
precedes riches and grace in the kingdom of God" (J. 
W. McGarvey and Philip Y. Pendleton, 229). 

The -poor mourn for what is lacking in the flesh. 
The poor in spirit mourn for what is lacking spiritu
ally. Jesus preached the gospel to the poor and healed 
the broken hearted (Isaiah 61:1; Luke 4:18). To all 
who mourn over sin "the sun of righteousness arises 
with healing in his wings" (Malachi 4:2). 

The poor in spirit who mourn over sin will inherit 
the earth in their meekness. W. E. Vine describes meek
ness as ''That temper of spirit in which we accept his 
dealings with us as good, and therefore without dis
puting or resisting" ('W. E. Vine, M.A. 737). Foy E. 
Wallace, Jr. points out that the ''basic element of meek
ness, derived from its root meaning, is equilibrium
the full and complete possession of all the faculties of 
one's being, an inner mastery." When one desires to 
balance his life in Christ he will "receive with meek
ness the implanted word" (James 1:21). Meekness is 
not a withdrawn, dormant, stagnant, slumbering qual
ity, but is quick and active and sharp. The humble of 
earth mourn over sin and in meekness hunger and thirst 
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for righteousness. Yearning for God will be rewarded. 
"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you" (Matt. 7 :7). 
The truth seeker finds truth. 

The lowly-minded grieve over their sins, modestly 
pursue righteousness, and, in giving mercy, receive 
mercy. There is no salvation without mercy {Titus 3:5). 
"Judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown 
no mercy." 

The humble-minded mourn over their transgres
sions and unassumingly long for righteousness, and 
receive the grace of forgiveness, and in purity of heart, 
they see God. "Seeing you have purified your souls in 
obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of 
the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure 
heart" (1 Peter 1:22). 

Those who do not think of themselves more highly 
than they ought agonize over iniquity, reasonably cry 
out for justification, and obtain the forgiveness that 
brings peace, and joyfully tell others how to have peace 
with God. "How beautiful are the feet of those who 
preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of 
good things" (Romans 10:15). 

The satisfied saint earnestly strives to make peace 
and suffers persecution. The poor in spirit, mourning 
over their transgressions, know a meekness that hun
gers for righteousness and obtain the mercy that brings 
purity of heart, and compels an aggressive need to 
make peace for others and, therefore, they are opposed 
and hurt. Tribulation arises because of the word (Matt. ' 
13:21). The chief peacemaker gives not peace but a ~~~_·, 
sword. "Do not think I came to bring peace on earth. I f; 
did not come to bring peace but a sword" (Matt.10:34). r 

The persecuted, misunderstood, often abused child ~ 
of God is full of joy because his name is written in , 
heaven. Poor in spirit, mourning, meek, hungering and , 
thirsting for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, 
evangelists of peace are persecuted but their pain is 
turned to joy. 608 Barrus Place 

Casa Grande, AZ 85222 
I); 
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An Example of the Believers 
Encouraging Thoughts from Workers in the Kingdom 

Compiled by Paul Sain 

In this lesson, The Grace Of Giving, Scott makes 
the following observations. 

Giving is controversial, but it is important that we 
talk about it. The Bible has a lot to say about giving. 
Jesus himself devoted sixteen parables to man' s atti
tude toward material possessions. 

filled, having received from Epaphroditus the things 
that came from you, and odor of a sweet smell, a sac
rifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God" (Phil. 4:17-
18). 

Characteristics of Christian giving include: ex
pected, according to our ability, generous, well thought 

out, and cheerful. Preac h ers 
know that when Scott McDowell is the son of Clarence "Let each man do 
they preach on giv- and Aileen McDowell, of Kittanning, Pennsyl- according as he 

vania. The McDowel!s have worked in this m.is-
ing, the people who sion field for 15 years, faithfully strengthening hath purposed in 
needed it most and building the Lord's work in this area (160 hi s heart: not 
heed it the least, baptized). Scott and his three sisters were ac- grudgingly, or of 
and the people who Lively involved with their parents in personal necessity: for God 
need it the least work. He graduated from Freed Hardeman Uni- loveth a cheerful 
heed it the most. ~ versity and David Lipscomb University. He and giver" (2 Cor. 9:7). 

his wife Kay presently live in the Nashville, 
Giving is the ·Tennessee area and work with the Vultee con- "For ye know the 

conclusion of W~2!.:2..._J~!i:....:::.....:...J gregation. He has a great love for truth. grace of our Lord 

Christian character. '-=========================-:J Jesus Christ, that, 
"But as ye abound in everything, in faith, and utter- though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
ance, and knowledge, and in all earnestness, and in that ye through his poverty might become rich" (2 Cor. 
your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also" 8:9). 
(2 Cor. 8:7). How much you give to the church shows Result of Christian giving: our faith is enhanced, 
that God really does have your heart. "Not that I seek needs are met, work of the Savior is accomplished, 
for the gift; but I seek for the fruit that increaseth to and God is glorified. 
your account. But I have all things, and abound: I am 

The Lectureship Book Celebrating the Firm Foundation's 1 DOth Anniversary. 

"The Firm Foundation of God Standeth" 
Hardbound 

Over 325 pages 
Regularly $14.95 

Now Only $12.95 
33 chapters on vital topics by the staff writers of the Finn Foundation 

Order from 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
$1.75 Postage 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Bumper sticker: "I don't get mad; 
I get even!" Getting even is a sign of 
immaturity. Revenge often turns young 
and old into sinful things. A wrong 
attitude cannot produce a right life. 

Jesus taught in the Sermon on the 
Mount: "Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them 

that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you" (Matt. 5:44). 

The apostle Paul said: "Recompense to no man evil 
for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If 
it be possible, as much as liefu in you, live peaceably 
with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto the wrath of God: for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine: I will repay saith the Lord. 
Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, 
give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of 
fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good" (Rom. 12: 17-21). This is the Christian's 
attitude and, because it is right, will bring peace and 
happiness. 

People who go through life trying to "get even" are 
like children who never grow up. Getting even creates a 
mean spirit. Sadly, we sometimes see it surface among 
professed followers of Christ. Brethren, these things 
ought not so to be. 

The spirit of revenge started on the front porch of 
paradise. It seems we never learn. Cain got even with 
Abel after God accepted Abel's sacrifice and rejected 
his. The price was high. Cain wore the mark of getting 
even till hls dying day (Gen. 4:1-15; 1 John 3:11,12). 

We should love one another, and not be as Cain 
was, who was of the evil one, and murdered his brofuer. 
In this terrible deed, Cain acted from envy. Many sad 
things are done by those acting under the influence of 
envy, bitterness, and hate. In Dancing On The Strait 
And Narrow, Stan Mooneyham tells an incident that 
happened to Dale Carnegie as he visited Yellowstone 
Park and watched the rangers feed the grizzly bears. 

28 

"One night the ranger brought garbage to at
tract the huge creatures. Grizzlies can whip 
any animal in the West except the buffalo and 
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the Kodiak bear. Carnegie noticed that the bears 
would allow one little animal to eat with them. 
The others were sent scunying with growls
all except the skunk! 

'Though it was obvious that the grizzlies 
resented the skunk for its brazen impudence 
and would have loved to have their revenge, 
they did not. You can easily guess why. The 
cost of getting even was too high!" 

Getting even is not worth the effort. Every minute 
that one spends plotting revenge robs him of peace of 
mind. We can humiliate or kill an enemy, but we die 
spiritually and have no happiness. Forgiveness and good 
deeds done, on the other hand, release both the hatred 
and the hated, and free one to love instead of getting 
even. Leave vengeance to God. He knows how to handle 
it. He has ways of balancing the scales. He will do right 
(Gen. 18:25). 

"Let brofuerly love continue" (Gal 6:10). This is 
better than revenge (Gen. 13:8). "A man that hath friends 
must show himself friendly" (Prov. 18:24). Believers at 
war with their brothers cannot be at peace with their 
Father. Instead of looking for ways to get even, look for 
ways to tum your enemy into a friend. Living for Christ 
means love for others. "And be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you" (Eph. 4:32). Kindness 
is the oil that takes the friction out of life. 

God's rule of relationships shows us what to do 
about revenge. The law of love is three-fold: (1) Re
member how much Christ has forgiven you; (2) pray 
for those who have offended you; and (3) look for ways 
to show love and kindness to them. Even the Sianiatic 
code commanded, 

"Thou shalt not take vengeance, por bear any 
grudge against the children of thy people; but thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: I am Jehovah" 
(Lev. 19: 18). "For I say unto you, that except 
your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise 
enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:20). 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 



DIRECTORY CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-. . CHURCH OF CHRIST 

• • • • • • • • 4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M .• 6:00P.M., U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 

TRAVEUNG? 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. exits 98 and 108 off I-65-25 miles north of 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1_75, 7:30P.M. Roy McConneD, evangelist. Call (615) 

859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $150.00 
for 5 lines; $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 
lines. $375.00 for 8 lines. 

Send all COJTespondence to 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 

P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 
WE Wll.L BE HAPPY TO Bll..L YOU. 

ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

CALIFORNIA 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. 

7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. 
Jeffcoat, evange_li_st. ___ _ 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNEIT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 711-5075 
or 711-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Roben 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home or Florida School or Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-5651 or 855-1326. -----
SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, 
minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun.10,11 A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, 
evangelist. 

SEBRJNG-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) McGhee, evangelist. 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. GEORGIA 
TWENTYNINEPALMS,72309LarreaAve.,92277. ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF 
(619)367-9400.Wewillcontactlovedonesorfriends. CHRIST, 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. (404) 299-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 
Stephenson, preacher. miles inside I-2.s.8:t..~.S)~---

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER- BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 
NADINO, CA .. 3630 N."F' St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 49 (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 
Mo110w, minister, 883-5232. Call (912) 956-3719, 956-2099. 

central 
CauRca oFCHRIST 

13320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

CONNECTICUT 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke St, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. {218) 722-1984,722-1871. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
St Sun. 8:15 A.M. (May 3 lhru October 25), Sun. 
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

omo 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 

GROTON-CHURCHOFCHRIST meetingat 291 AFB., 922 s. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. c. 
Osprey Dr., Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
Ph. 446-0676. 

TENNESSEE 
FLORIDA 

MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
~APE CORAL-CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 
CHRIST. 4720 SE 15th Ave., Unit 201. Sun. 9:30, 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 813-945-7060 or P.M .. Call (901) 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker, 
813-542-8839. minister. (901) 363-1383. 

\ 
ll~··. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St, Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church 
St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 1 t A.M., 6 
P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
703-382-7777. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

You 
Can Help! 

We need to increase 
the circulation of 

the Firm Foundation. 
You can have a part in 

promoting and defending 
the truth in this way. We 

would like to send you 
sample copies of the 
paper to share with 

your friends, 
your congregation, 

or area congregations. 
Please call and tell us 
how many copies you 

can use. 
817-498-8512 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodale preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church 
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, Tx 76095-7876. Ads must 
be received by the fifth of the month to appear in the next month's issue. Ads must be 
cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Experienced gospel preacher needed for SW A orida 
congregation of 90. House provided . Send resume 
to P.O.Box 2197, Port Charlotte, FL. 33949 or 
contact Lawrence Bauer (813) 627-1016 or church 
offi ce (813) 629· 7454. 

Need congregation within 100 miles of Montgomery, 
AL or Henderson, TN. Previous training at M.S.O.P. 
and F.H.U. Contact: Anthony Brown, Rt. 7, Box 
463, Sparta, TN 38583, 615-935-2511. 

FOR SALE 
FOR SALE: HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM, 
A critique of subjectivism in Biblical Interpretation. 
$9.00ppd. to Major Premise Books, 11026 Wurzbach 
Road, San Antonio, TX 78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 

PREACHER'S LIBRARY. Send 2 S.A.S.E.'s #10, 
2681 Beechwood, Camden AR 71701. 

"WHY SHOULD YOU BELIEVE IN JESUS 
CHRIST?"--Latest tract for personal evangelism; for 
FREE sample copy, send long SASE to: Exum Press, 
POB 973, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0973 or call 815-
455-3796. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale-an acti ve congregat ion. 40 17 
Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC 
SYSTEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Please give u~ the books and Bibles you no longer 
need or use, and we will ship them to missionaries 
and schools of preaching overseas. Attalla Church 
of Christ, 503 Hughes A ve., Attalla, AL 35954. 205· 
547-8053, 205-538-1837. 

Minister wanted for small congregation in south 
Mississippi. House provided, but will need to 
furnish some of his support. Prefer a sound, 
experienced gospel preacher in his SO's or early 
60's. Please send tape or resume to: Mendenhall 
Church of Christ, % Jaclcie Mullins, 611 Simpson 
Circle, Mendenhall, MS 39114. Boolcfinders, !59 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 Homeschool newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 

Preacher wanted with minimum of 5 to 10 years 
experience. Congregation of 60 plus without 
elders-but men with excellent potential. Full 
support; fast-growing community. Send resume and 
references to Dennis Mcintosh, PO Box 662, 
Farmington Mo. 63640 

Preacher wanted: Small congregation in Fallon, NV, 
in need of full-time preacher. Can furnish 3-bedroom 
home plus $200 weekly. If possible send video or 
tape and resume to Elvin Barger, 3148 Bottom Rd, 
Fallon, NV 89406. Phone 702-423-2533 after 6 P.M. 

Small town in Arizona loolcing for full-time minister. 
Need a man with experience, aggressive for the work, 
a motivated teacher, grounded firm in the truth, not 
anti-cooperative. Small congregation, no house, 
salary negotiable (Approx. $1500 per month). Send 
resume ad/or video to Steve Christensen, 21 1 W. 
Wade, Payson, AZ 85541. (602) 474-4207. 

Santa Fe Church of Christ seeks a mature gospel 
preacher who is well-grounded in the word. Full
time position with competitive salary, benefits, house, 
and utilities provided. Please write: Santa Fe Church 
of Christ, PO Box 4273, Santa Fe, NM 87502, to 
request information on the application process. 

Help! We are a very small churc h of Christ 
congregation located in Duncan, AZ. We are loolcing 
for a semi-retired or partially self-supportive preacher. 
Salary negotiable with 2-bedroom bouse, washer & 

dryer, and utilities included. If interested, please call 
602-687-1421 or write to Church of Christ, PO Box 
125, Duncan, AZ 85534. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

Energetic couple would like to work with con
gregation while continuing education. Desire to 
remain located for 2 yrs. then enter foreign field. 
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BASIC BIDLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 inte resting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $ 11.50 to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 
HOUSEPARENTS 

Contact 
Medina Children's Horne 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$18.00 

Postage Appreciated 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone(805)721-8925 

1210 9th Ave. 
Delano, CA 93215 

HOME T RAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Pell City, AL 
35125 

The 1Oth Annual "Sing into Spring" featuring the 
"Sound of Glory," "Gospel Airs," "Lamplighters," 
and congregational s inging, April 24, 7-12 P.M. at 
Franklin Church of Christ, 601 Bremond St., Franklin, 
TX. 

Where the Saints 
Meet 

A directory of the churches of 
Christ 

1991 Edition 
$10:95 

• J 

$2.50 shipping for 1 book 

$LO(J eqch ag~itional b~ok 

Orde.F f~oril 
Box 210876 

Bedfor.d, 'iFX~ 716095-787 6 
817-498-8512 



Second Annual 

r 
RUTH N LOVE 
LECTURESHIP 

May 13-17, 1992 

If You Love The Truth • If You Are Determined To Stand 
In The Old Paths (Jer. 6:16) . 

If You Are Hungering For Faithful Gospel Preaching 

You Will Want To Be Present 
At The Lectureship In Pulaski, Tennessee 

(70 miles south of Nashville, TN • 35 miles northwest of Huntsville, AL) 

Hosted by the 

East Hill Church of Christ 
P. 0. Box 329 •• 509 E. Madison •• Pulaski, TN 

Phone(615)363-2777 

Paul Sain, Director 

TRUTH IN LOVE 
Six issues yearly. 

Free upon request. 
16 page periodical 
emphasizing the 
wonderful basics 

of the glorious gospel. 

WEDNESDAY, May 13th 
Winfred Clark 7:00PM 

"Salvation - Provided By Grace Of God" 

Jim Laws 8:00 PM 
"Salvation - Perverted By Foolish Mankind" 

THURSDAY, May 14th 
Buster Dobbs 1 :OO PM 

"Ungodliness- Adultery, Homosexuality, etc." 

Willie Bradshaw 2:00 PM 
"Ungodliness- Drugs, Alcohol & Tobacco" 

Tony Lawrence 3:00PM 
"Ungodliness - TV, Music, Videos, and Porno." 

William Woodson 7:00PM 
"Sin - Characteristics & Consequences" 

Perry Cotham 8:00 PM 
"Christ Died To Redeem Us From Sin" 

FRIDAY, May 15th 
Bill Cantrell 1 :OO PM 

"Adorn ing The Doctrine Of God" 

Joe Cox 2:00 PM 
"Doctrines Of Men Prevalent In Our Day" 

Paul Sain 3:00 PM 
"N. T. Perilous Times Cf To Problems Today" 

Robert Taylor 7:00PM 
"Speak & Exhort - With All Authority" 

Eddie Whitten 8:00 PM 
"Speak & Rebuke - With All Authority" 

SATURDAY, May 16th 
Flavil Nichols 9:00AM 

"Righteous & Godly Living - In Our World" 

Raymond Hagood 10:00 AM 
"Ungodliness In Our World- General Overview" 

Tom Holland 11 :00 AM 
"Teaching/Reflecting Godliness In Homes" 

Garland Elkins 1 :30 PM 
"People Of God - Redeemed & Peculiar" 

Sarah Richey (Women's Class) 1 :30 PM 
"Chaste, Godly, Pure, Christian Women" 

Curtis Cates 2:30 PM 
"People Of God - Zealous Of Good Works" 

James Watkins 3:30 PM 
"People Of God -Obedient, Humble, Commited" 

SUNDAY, May 17th 
Raymond Hagood 

"Precious Blessed Hope" 
9:30AM 

Flavil Nichols 10:30 AM 
"The Glorious Appearing Of Our Saviour" 

Send For Brochure 
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Thirteenth Annual Greater Visalia L~ctureship 
Sunday, May 3 -Thursday May 7, 1992 

A joint effort of Central and West Visalia churches of Christ, Visalia, California 

Theme •.•• "Prove a{{ tliingsi fio(t[ fast tliat wliic.li is gootf' {1. tz'lies. 5:21}. 

SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 3, SERVICES WILL BE HELD AT BOTH CENTRAL & WEST VISALIA 

AT CENTRAL, 1320 So. Church Street, 
Visalia, CA 93277, (209) 732-5670 

9:30a.m. "Creation or Evolution" .............. Curtis A. Cates 

10:30 a.m. "Revelation and Inspiration" ....... Curtis A. Cates 

AT WEST VISALIA, 4400 West Tulare Ave. 
Visalia, CA 93277, (209) 732-7515 

9:45 a.m. "Faith: The Key To Holding Fast" 
.............................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

10:45 a.m. "Hell: Modem Ideas vs. Bible Teaching" 
.............................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

SUNDAY EVENING and all remaining lectures 
will be at the West Visalia building 

6:00p.m. "Be Thou Faithful" ..................... Curtis A. Cates 

7:00p.m. "How Do Young People Hold Fast to Truth?" 
............................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

MONDAY, MAY 4, at West Visalia 

10:00 a.m. "The Role of Elders and Deacons" 
.............................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

11:00 a.m. "The Authority of the Scriptures" 
................................................ Mike Dill 

7:00p.m. "Study: The Key to Proving All Things" 
.............................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

8:00 p.m. "Hermeneutics, Old and New" 
....................................... Curtis A. Cates 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 

. BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 

TUESDAY, MAY 5, at West Visalia 

10:00 a.m. "Grace and Faith" .......... Donald W. Hartsell, Sr. 

11:00 a.m. "Peace: Not As the World Gives" 
...................................... Hershell Wilson 

7:00p.m. "The Nails of the Cross" ............. Curtis A. Cates 

8:00p.m. "Envy: Enemy of the Truth" 
................................... Weldon Langfield 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, at West Visalia 

10:00 a.m. "What the Bible Teaches About Faith" 
..................................... Elbert Garretson 

11:00 a.m. "The A. D. 70 Theory" .............. Michael Tackett 

7:00p.m. "Sanctification: What Does it Mean?" 
................................................ Bill Jolly 

8:00 p.m. "Has the New Testament Church Been 
Restored?" ......................... Curtis A. Cates 

THURSDAY, MAY 7, at West Visalia 

10:00 a.m. "Blowing In the Wind" (Eph. 4:13) 
...................................... LeRoy McGrew 

11:00 a.m. "Is Heaven Real?" .......................... .Jim Holland 

7:00p.m. "True Married Love" .................. Curtis A. Cates 

8:00 p.m. "God" ................................................. Don Hines 

Parking for self-contained RVs available. Motels nearby. 
In-home housing as available . 
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Saved or Lost? 

By Frank A. Ross 

Is it possible for a disciple to know if he is safe? 
On the yes side are such passages as "For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of your
selves; it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any 
man should boast" (Eph. 2:8-9). 

Matthew 25 tells of three groups: (1) the ten 
virgins, (2) the profitable servants, and (3) people at 
the last judgment. The foolish virgins slumbered when 
they should have been getting oil for their lamps. 
The servant who buried his talent was careless. The 
people on the left side at the judgment failed, among 
other things, to visit people in prison for righteous
ness' sake. 

How does a Christian tell where he stands with 
the Lord? Does the Lord consider him wise or fool
ish? Has he gained enough additional talents? Has 
he made enough prison visits? 

"Ye see then how that by works a man is justi
fied, and not by faith only" (James 2:24). "If ye call 
on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth 
according to every man's work, pass the time of 
your sojourning here in fear" (1 Peter 1:17). Salva
tion involves works of obedience. 

How does one know if he has done enough works 
to be saved? A lost person may think he is safe. 
"Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 

wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, 
I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity" (Matt. 7:21-23). 

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal: For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also" (Matt. 6:19-21). Perfection is the stan
dard: "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect" (Matt. 5:48). Since no 
one reaches that standard ("For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God"), it follows the 
saved are saved at some level below perfection. 

It is possible to fall from grace (Gal. 5:4). How 
is one to know whether he has fallen from grace? It 
is possible to fall from grace without realizing it as 
indicated by the foolish virgins in Matt. 25. 

Through the centuries people who were trying to 
follow the Christ have had differing opinions on many 
subjects. For example: the length of women's hair, 
whether a woman should wear a hat in the presence 
of men, whether foot washing is a devotional duty. 

How can the Christian be sure he practices the 
correct position on every point of scripture? The 
Bible seems to talk on both sides of the question of 
the security of the believer. Preachers speak on both 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Is the Church a 
Denolllination? (Part 4) 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Jesus promised to build a church (Matt 
16:18). He did what he promised to do. The 
church is the one church we read about in the 
New Testament. It is totally unde nom
inational-in the nature of the case, it cannot be 
denominational. If it is the church of Christ
the church that belongs to Christ-it must be 

one and undivided. 
When sinners obey the commands of the Lord to believe (Acts 

2:36) and repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ to 
obtain the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), Jehovah God adds them 
to the church (Acts 2:47). There is no saved person outside the 
church. The church is the body of Christ-the fami ly of God
united and indivisible-and therefore not denominational. 

How may one identify the church of Christ? Some think thi s is 
foolish. They ridicule the idea that there is one true church. Scoff
ers come with scoffing! That is their nature. Still, the teaching of 
the Bible cannot be gainsaid. There is one church. It is the true 
church. Therefore, there is one true church of Christ. How may we 
know that church? 

There are marks of identification. Again, this truism offends 
some. They choke on it! They depreciate the idea that the one, true 
church has marks of identification. They decry the idea that the 
church is exclusive and has distinguishing features. Still, whine as 
they might, the opposers are wrong-the one, true church of Christ 
can be known by its divinely authorized traits. 

The church is known in the New Testament by many names. 
Any Bible name for the church is proper and helps to identify her. 
She does not wear a name not stipulated in scripture. The name is 
one mark of identification. True, a false church may wear a right 
name, but the one true church must not wear a false name-she 
must have a Bible name. The worship of the church helps to make 
her known. The church does not worship in an unauthorized way. 
The word worship means to bow down, to do obeisance, to serve, 
to esteem, to be reverential and pious, to kiss, to be a temple 
sw~eper. All this demands subservience and obedience. This pros
tration is to the invisible, immortal, eternal King who rules the 



universe. The meaning of worship requires total submission to the 
will of the object of adoration. There obviously can be no worship 
w)len the will of God is not carefully followed. To spite the will of 
the Maker in any way is to be irreverent and rebellious and is not 
worship. 

The New Testament scriptures tell us that we are to worship by 
doing certain specified things-acts of worship. 

We each must give upon the first day of every week as pros
pered (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 

We are to pray, to practice thanksgiving, petition, praise and 
meditation (1 Cor. 14:15). 

Our worship involves eating the Lord's supper in memory of 
Jesus, looking for his corning, and discerning his body, which is 
the church (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:24-26). 

In our worship assemblies we are to study and learn the will of 
God that we may serve him more perfectly ( 1 Cor. 14:26). 

The Lord tells us to sing in worshipping him (Eph. 5:18-19; 
Col. 3:16-17). The New Covenant does not authorize playing on a 
mechanical instrument of music. Worship is an attitude of respect
ful obedience and, therefore, the use of mechanical instruments of 
music in an attempt to praise God is rebellion and not worship. 
"Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not. in the teaching of 
Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath 
both the Father and the Son" (2 John 9). 

Any professed church that does not worship after the New 
Testament pattern is not a New Testament church. There is such a 
thing as the synagogue of Satan. The five recognizable acts of 
worship identify the church we read about in the New Testament 
as the one true church. Departure from any of these prescribed acts 
is sin and marks the offending group as rebels to God and there
fore not his church. 

The work of the church is to preach the gospel to the lost of 
earth (Mark 16:15; 1 Cor. 14:24-25). The church is to teach and 
encourage the saved or edify the saints (1 Cor. 14:31). The body of 
Jesus is to feed the hungry and give drink to the thirsty and 
encouragement to the distressed (Gal. 6: 1 0). It is not the work of 
the church to attempt social reform. She must not waste her energy 
in various schemes to create economic justice. The church is not a 
political organization. Individual members of the church, in pur
suit of good citizenship, should be involved in government, but 
not as a work of the church. The church is universal and can exist 
under any form of government-even corrupt government. 

The church is to be organized in keeping with the expressed 
will of God. It is possible for a congregation to exist without 
having elders, deacons, and evangelists, but this is not the ideal 
and at best is an interim arrangement. The local church is to be set 
up with bishops (shepherds, or elders); deacons are to serve under 



the elders. Each congregation is to 
have an evangelist. The church at 
Philippi had bishops and deacons 
(Phil. 1: 1 ). There is no provision in 
the New Testament for the church 
to have any type of organization on 
earth higher than the local church. 
There is no appointment in holy writ 
for extra-congregational authority on 
earth. Each local church is to be 
self-governing. A proper organiza
tion is necessary for the church to 
be the church of Christ, and any 
departure from the divine order is 
sinful. 

The one true church of Christ 
will teach the pure will of God with
out addition, subtraction, or change. 
"If any man speaketh, speaking as 
it were oracles of God; if any man 
ministereth, ministering as of the 
strength which God supplieth: that 
in all things God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ, whose is the 
glory and the dominion for ever and 
ever" (1 Peter 4:11). Any departure 
from Bible teaching corrupts the 
church and renders her unaccept
able to God. Faithful guardianship 
of living oracles demonstrates a love 
of God and brands the church as the 
very body of 1 esus. 

The marks that identify the New 
Testament church include proper 
work, worship, name, organization, 
and teaching. It is not difficult to 
know when a church is following 
God and his revelation. Every 
church that keeps the rules sent 
down from above is a pure, true, 
faithful church of Christ. All else is 
vain. 
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11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

713-469-3102 

Third Annual July X%·XS, X99% 
NORTHWEST ARKANSAS LECTURES 

"BY WHAT AUTHORITY" 
(Matthew :t1t%3) 

Suoday, July 12, 1992 
6:00 p.m. "What Is Authority?" 
7:00p.m. "How To Establish Authority" 

Monday, July 13, 1992 
9:30 a.m. "What Is Worship?" 
10:30 a.m. "The Kind Of Music God Authorizes In 

Worship" 

1:00 p.m. "Rebellion Against Authority" 
2:00 p.m. "Authority In Expediency" 

6:30 p.m. Singing 
7:00 p.m. "Worshipping God In Spirit And In Truth" 
8:00 p.m. "The Authority Of The Scriptures" 

Tuesday, July 14, 1992 
9:30 a.m. "What Is Fellowship?" 
10:30 a.m. "How Fellowship With God Is Restored" 

1:00 p.m. 

2:00p.m. 

6:30p.m. 
7:00p.m. 
8:00p.m. 

"Can The Christian Have Fellowship With 
Denominations?" 
"Are There Saved People In Denominations?" 

Singing 
"Limits Of Fellowship Among Christians" 
"Church Discipline- Why- Who- How?" 

Wednesday, July 15, 1992 

Dean Fugett 
Bill Graddy 

David South 

Ray Crawford 

Dennis Gulledge 
Oran Burt 

Jim Gaskill 
Ted Knight 

Joel Wheeler 
Max Patterson 

Bill Willard 
Gene Wood 

Robert Ball 
David Deffenbaugh 

9:30 a.m. "God's Authority And The Elders" Johnie Scaggs 
10:30 a.m. "God's Authority And The Work Of The 

Preacher" Wayne Deffenbaugh 

1:00 p.m. 
2:00p.m. 

"God's Authority And Civil Government" 
"God's Authority And Parents" 

6:30 p.m. Singing 

Mike Pace 
Scott Tennyson 

7:00 p.m. "God's Authority Regarding Marriage" Tim Ayers 
8:00p.m. "When We Reject God's Authority" Don Deffenbaugh 

~ BELLEFONTE 

~~~~~~ a~~~~~~C~arr:~n.:~:~~=~60I 
Terry S. Frizzell -Director Phone: (501) 743-1212 or 743-2663 

Thank You! 
To say, "Thanks a million!" seems trite and inadequate. Felix Frank

furter once said of gratitude, "One of the least articulate of the emotions, 
especially when it is deep." It is hard to say "Thank you" without sounding 
either greedy or artificial. 

Our readers have rallied to our call for help. We offered sample copies 
of the Finn Foundation for you to distribute to your friends and ask them to 
sign up for the paper. Your quick and eager response went far beyond our 
hopes. Please continue to help us increase our subscribers so we can multi
ply our power for good. Thank you! Thank you! 



Saved or Lost? 
(continued from page 1) 

sides. One sermon about grace assumes a saved per
son has unlimited security, and the next sermon as
sumes little or no eternal safety for the saint. The 
third sermon is not forthcoming pointing out that the 
two previous sermons cancel each other, leaving us 
unable to tell whether a disciple is safe. 

Many false doctrines have arisen perhaps from 
the need to provide comfort for the Christian-once 
saved always saved, salvation by faith only, the idea 
that a priest arbitrarily forgives sins, and baptism for 
the dead. 

How are we to resolve this problem? One basic 
doctrine of the scriptures is that few will be saved. 
"Enter ye in at the strait gate; for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in there at: Because strait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it" (Matt. 7:13-14). 
"And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall 
the ungodly and the sinner appear?" (1 Peter 4:17). 

Our prayer should be th~t of the publican, "God, 
be merciful to me a sinner." 

Box 4650, SFA 
Nacogdoches, TX 75962 

(Editor's note: This question troubles many 
people. The Bible teaches "he that doeth righteous
ness is begotten of God" (1 John 2:29), but it is also 
true that we cannot earn salvation an{i bring God 
into our debt (Rom. 4:4-5). Is the Bible unclear? We 
dare not encourage disobedience, but neither dare 
we suffocate hope. "So then, my beloved ... work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling" (Phil. 
2:12 ). "What then shall we say to these things? If 
God is for us, who is against us? He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not also with him freely give us all things?" 
(Rom. 8:31-32). We live out our days on earth striv
ing to be better and do more for the Lord. When the 
icy fingers of death lay claim on us we beard that 
imposter with the cry, "thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" ( 1 
Cor. 15:57). "We are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us" (Rom. 8:37). Learn a lesson from 

the life and death of Paul. During his pilgrimage on 
the planet his attitude was "I buffet my body, and 
bring it into bondage: lest by any means, after that I 
have preached to others, I myself should be rejected" 
(1 Cor. 9:27). He faced his final offering with the 
shout, "Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day,· and not to me only, but 
also to all them that have loved his appearing. " If 
we live in obeisance, we die in confidence. "Twas 
grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my 
fears relieved. " We must be diligent in duty and 
dependent in death. "So likewise you, when you have 
done all those things which you are commanded, 
say, 'We are unprofitable servants. We have done 
what was our duty to do'" (Luke 17:10). We can 
never do enough works to be saved. We must rely on 
the mercy and love of God, but his amazing grace is 
only for those who love and obey him. "The room 
was hushed; in silence rose the King, and sought his 
gardens cool, and walked apart, and murmured low, 
Be merciful to me, a fool!" -Dobbs). 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
LECTURESHIP BOOKS 

JEREMIAH 
Volumes I and II 

In-depth verse-by-verse commentaries. 
Valuable essays on key verses. 

Hardbound. 
Over 400 pages each. 

Vol. 1-$13.95 Vol. 11-$19.95 

Both for $24.95 plus $3.50 shipping 

P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 
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The Place of the Bible at Lipscomb 
By Batsell Barrett Baxter, deceased 

(Lipscomb Lectures, 1957, published by Gospel 
Advocate) 

In the fall of 1891 David Lipscomb and James 
A. Harding launched the Nashville Bible School, 
now known as David Lipscomb College (Univer
sity)-each student is studying the Bible every school 
day. 

The Purpose of the Founders 
Words from the original founders-as they ap

pealed for money to build the school: ''The supreme 
purpose of the school shall be to teach the Bible as 
the revealed will of God to man and as the only and 
sufficient rule of faith and practice, and to train those 
who attend, in pure Bible Christianity, excluding from 
the faith all opinions and philosophies of men, and 
from the work and worship of the church of God all 
human inventions and devices. Such other branches 
of learning may be added as will aid in the under
standing and teaching of the scriptures and as will 
promote usefulness and good citizenship among 
men." 

The deed conveying the property on Spruce Street 
for the use of the school says the property shall "be 
used for maintaining a school in which in addition 
to other branches of learning, the Bible as the re
corded will of God and the only standard of faith 
and practice in religion, excluding all human sys
tems and the opinions and all innovations, inven
tions, and devices of men from the service and wor
ship of God, shall be taught as a regular daily study 
to all who shall attend said school, and for no other 
purpose inconsistent with this object. This condition 
being herein inserted at the request of the founders 
of the proposed Bible School, the same is hereby 
declared fundamental, and shall be owned by said 
Bible School, or its Trustees, and to any and all 
property which may be purchased with the proceeds 
of said premises in case of sale or reinvestment, as 
hereinafter provided." 

Every student of David Lipscomb College stud-

6 May 1992 
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ies the Bible every day; the college has no authority 
to suspend this program for any student. This was 
the plan in the beginning. This is the plan today. 

Fundamental Questions 
After sixty-seven years of the onslaught of higher, 

destructive criticism, do we still conceive the Bible 
to be the same kind of book which the founders of 
the school conceived it to be? Is the Bible the su
preme, final authority in religion? 

The crucial issue concerning the inspiration of 
the scriptures is whether the Bible came "down from 
God" or "up from man." There are those in the mod
ern world who hold the view that the Bible is
merely the record of man's feelings and man's expe
riences-At the opposite pole is the view that the 
Bible is the authoritative revelation of God to men
God provided the message. Between these two posi
tions there is a little possibility of compromise. 

Meaning of Inspiration 
Some say· the experiences which the Hebrews 

and early Christians had were inspired, but that their 
writings about those experiences were the mere writ
ings of men. Others have said, "The Bible contains 
the word of God." They were not willing to say "It 
is the word of God." 

L. Gaussen of Geneva in his book Theopneustia 
speaking of the plenary inspiration of the Bible says 
it is "that inexplicable power which the divine Spirit 
put forth of old on the authors of holy scripture, in 
order to their guidance even in the employment of 
the words they used, and to preserve them alike from 
all error and all omission." He used both the words 
plenary (or full) and verbal in his explanation. 

Inspiration means "a breathing in." In Greek, the 
word theopneustos is used. It means "filled with the 
breath of God." According to Miller, ''The word 
implies an influence from without, producing effects 
which are beyond natural powers." Christ promised 
the apostles that the Holy Spirit would enable them 
to know "how" and "what" to say (Matt. 10: 19) and 



that he would guide them into all truth (John 16:13). 
Hence, the words (the "how") and the thoughts (the 
"what") are both inspired. Paul said that he spoke 
"not in words which man's wisdom teacheth," but in 
words "which the Spirit teacheth" (1 Cor. 2: 13). 

H the Bible Were Not Inspired 
If the Bible is not inspired-its authority is not 

binding-its statements are not inerrant-we cannot 
rely upon its promises. There results-a chaos of 
values. 

The Bible's Testimony 
The Bible repeatedly claims inspiration. In the 

Old Testament there are more than 2,000 statements 
which specifically attribute the message to God. Jesus 
endorsed the writings of the Old Testament in pas
sages like Luke 24:44. The apostles endorsed the 
Old Testament in such passages as 

"God, having of old times spoken unto the fa
thers in the prophets by divers portions and in 
divers manners, hath in the end of these days 
spoken unto us through his Son ... " (Heb. 1:1-
2). "From a babe thou hast known the sacred 
writings which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus" 
(2 Tim. 3:15). "For no prophecy ever came by 
the will of man: but men spake from God, be
ing moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1 :21 ). 

Inspiration is also claimed for the New Testa-
ment: 

"And for this cause we also thank God without 
ceasing, that, when ye received from us the 
word of the message, even the word of God, ye 
accepted it, not as the word of men, but, as it is 
in truth, the word of God, which also worketh 
in you that believe" (1 Thess. 2:13). "Which 
things also we speak, not in words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit teacheth; 
combining spiritual things with spiritual words" 
(1 Cor. 2: 13). 

Conclusion 
There are seventeen men on the Lipscomb fac

ulty at the present time who teach Bible in formal 
classes. These men come from various academic 
fields and have been chosen to help in teaching the 
Bible because of their consecration to the Lord, their 
knowledge of his word, and their skill as teachers. 
We confidently believe that every teacher at Lips
comb teaches the Bible. The teacher of chemistry, 
the teacher of biology, the athletic coach, the teacher 

of business, and all the rest of our faculty are faithful 
members of the church and are on this faculty ex
pressly to help train young people to be faithful Chris
tians. 

(Editor's note: Brother Baxter is now dead, but 
he yet speaks. He says that in 1957 the purpose of 
the founders of the college was being followed
and expresses satisfaction. We wonder about the 
present administration of the school and the present 
Board of Directors. We would be pleased-35 years 
after Baxter made his speech-to publish a declara
tion from them that the Bible is the very word of 
very God and that it is being taught at Lipscomb by 
every faculty member as an authoritative rule for 
human conduct-that failure to keep it results in 
eternal loss, and obedience to its commands will 
make men worthy of a walk with Jesus in white (Rev. 
3:4).-Has David Lipscomb University departed 
from the purpose of its founders? Would either Lip
scomb or Baxter be able to speak on a 1992 Lips
comb lectureship? -Dobbs.) ~ 

Ornaments Available 
By Jim Dearman 

A necklace of enormous value may be avail
able to you at no cost. Sound too good to be 
true? Solomon wrote, "My son, hear the in
struction of thy father and forsake not the law 
of thy mother: For they shall be an ornament of 
grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck." 
There it is. Assuming one has a godly mother 
and father who taught him the way of the Lord, 
then the wisdom to hold that teaching and ap
ply it to life is like wearing beautiful, expen
sive jewelry. It is worth more than gold or dia
monds because it enables the wearer to go to 
heaven some day. Parents, think about this
would the instruction you give your children 
be worth holding on to by them? Children of 
godly parents, "Are you wearing your valuable 
jewelry as you go through life?" 

Truth for the World 
One Minute Radio Sermons 

P. 0. Box 751135 
Memphis, TN 38175-1135 
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Career Advancement 
By Lindell Mitchell 

A Christian soldier fighting the dark forces cur
rently maligning the church at every turn is alleg
edly trying to build himself up by tearing others 
down. The identity of the "preach the word and leave 
everybody else alone" advocate making the charge 
is irrelevant However, the ~illy assertion that resist
ing those who would lead the church into tepid de
nominational oblivion equals an attempt at career 
advancement demands consideration. 

First, the assertion provides safe haven for sissy
boy preachers who lack sufficient conviction to speak 
forthrightly on the issues most troubling to the church. 
It enables them to show great indignation and intol
erance toward indignant and intolerant brethren. (Of 
course, we know that virtually all of the intolerant 
scoundrels are rationalist-inductivists hopelessly 
trapped in an outmoded paradigm). 

Second, the frivolous accusation provides a battle
axe of intimidation for those who want to restructure 
the church along denominational lines. Anyone con
templating the need to speak out is easily hacked 
into subservience and silence when he observes what 
happens to those who dare to offer resistance. 

Third, it serves as a smoke screen to confuse a 
deluded and sometimes complacent brotherhood. This 
contention allows one to cloud any issue by assum
ing the posture of a "poor persecuted martyr'' rather 
than providing direct answers to legitimate questions. 

Fourth, the assertion provides a ready vehicle for 
questioning the motives of anyone who takes issue 
with any public pronouncement regardless of how 
aberrant it is. It readily lends itself to assassinating the 
character of one calling for the evidence supporting 
an unsubstantiated assertion. 

It must be understood that only a fool would 
ever seek to advance his preaching career by oppos
ing those seeking to make the church more palatable 
to overindulgent yuppies, radical feminists, evangeli
cal mystics, and humanistic secularists. Before en
tering the fray, realize what is arrayed against you. 

8 

The adversaries' agents occupy positions of 
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prominence. When their efforts are questioned, they 
initially stonewall, hoping the opposition will die 
down. If their refusal to answer questions does not 
quell the resistance, more direct measures are used. 
Agents of evil seldom engage in honorable debate or 
open dialogue, but they can on occasion be moved 
to break their silence. When they do speak, deceitful 
cowardly methods are employed. 

When a concerned Christian begins to make in
quiries concerning issues raised, he is apt to be ac
cused of "fabricating a lot of conclusions and state
ments that were never made." Never mind the fact 
that he quoted taped statements or reliable eyewit
nesses. Such a ruse allows the one challenged to 
hide behind the confusion he has created. 

Rather than answer legitimate questions or pro
vide data substantiating their public assertions, false 
teachers seek to deflect questions by shifting the 
discussion to another topic. If you have been guilty 
of resisting them, you are most likely to be the new 
topic of discussion. Such teachers characteristically 
malign your character, denigrate your motives, and 
caricature your arguments behind your back. They 
will blacklist you and work tirelessly to stifle your 
opportunities to be heard. They will seek to block 
your employment by churches where they enjoy in
fluence. Fellow travelers in your home congregation 
will be incited to undermine your work. Your elders 
will be assured that your attempts to combat error 
are making powerful enemies for the congregation. 
While urging others to appreciate the diversity that 
exists among God's peopl~, such men are caustic in 
their intolerance of your divergent views. 

Virtually any means will be used in an attempt to 
silence you or at least to minimize the effect of your 
work. In our current environment I wonder how any
one ever concluded that any man offering resistance 
to digressive forces is attempting to advance his ca
reer. Such actions do not lead to aggrandizement or 
elevated status. They lead to pain, suffering, and 
isolation. They produce insecurity and fear for the 



family. None should enter this battle unless he is 
fully armed and absolutely committed to the cause of 
truth (Ephesians 6:13-20). Truth has seldom been 
popular, but it has always been costly. The prophets, 
John the Baptist, Christ, and his faithful disciples all 
attest to this fact. Nevertheless, I call on men of faith 
to stand upon the truth of God's word and fight those 
who would desecrate the church of Christ. Those 
who would seduce the church and lead her into the 
prostitution of denominationalism must be stopped. 

Please know that our battle is not with flesh and 
blood but with the demonic legions of his Satanic 
Majesty (Ephesians 6: 12). His most destructive sol
diers are skillfully trained in the art of deception. Do 
not be deceived by their genteel public facade. When 
you resist the evil, you will be brutally mauled and 
relentlessly pursued. Fear not, for the battle is the 
Lord's (1 Samuel 17:47). 

This is not a time for timidity and certainly not 
for cowardice! Edmund Burke correctly observed, 
"All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that 
good men do nothing." I cannot know the outcome 
of this generation's battle with evil. Perhaps we shall 
be utterly vanquished by the black forces of wicked
ness. Maybe they will plunge the world into a new 
dark age. I am confident that the Lord of the Night is 
delighted at the sight of the weakened ranks of truth. 
He surely gloats over his victorious conquests of so 
many of our schools and prominent churches. How 
he must prate about like a peacock as he boasts to 
his vicious minions about once noble warriors of 
light whom he has corrupted and cast under his spell. 

As C. S. Lewis said, "It is not your purpose to 
succeed, but to do right; when you have done so, the 
rest lies with God." Let us stand in proud array and 
boldly die rather than suffer the shame of defeat. If 
we are to be vanquished in the battle for truth, let all 
men know that our defeat came at the end of a mighty 
struggle honorably waged. This course of action may 
not produce earthly fame; it may not advance your 
career; but it will surely bring heavenly glory (Rev
elation 2: 10). "Victory at all costs, victory in spite of 
all terror, victory however long and hard the road 
may be; for without victory there is no survival." 
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Mildred James Rewarded 
Mildred James, wife of well-known gospel 

preacher, B. B. James, died suddenly on January 14. 
She was 75. The funeral was conducted on January 
16, at Hohenwald, Tennessee. More than 300 partici
pated in the congregational singing directed by Dub 
McClish, a son-in-law of sister James and a gospel 
preacher from Denton, Texas. The speakers were 
John Dale and King McCarver 

Brother and sister James were married 56 years. 
She is also survived by four children: John Thomas 
James, Lavonne McClish, Sherril Sajdak, B. B. 
(Monty) James, 8 grandchildren, 4 great-grandchil
dren, a sister, and two brothers. King McCarver 
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Some Antecedents of the 
New Hermeneutic 

By Dr. J. E. Choate 

The Christian "Scholarship Movement'' began 
in the 1950s. Its spokesmen were interested in inter
acting more seriously with world-wide scholarship. 
A large number of scholars in our heritage equipped 
themselves to do original research in biblical stud
ies. Some can now write books at the "cutting edge" 
of biblical criticism. The starting point for the re
newed interest in biblical theology began in Europe 
with Karl Barth's commentary on Romans in the 
1922 edition. This new interest in modem theology 
spread to America. 

Karl Barth, Rudolph Bultmann, Paul Tillich, and 
others were front runners in establishing a "new the
ology" which is commonly referred to as "Neo-or
thodoxy." Such modem theology remains largely 
unchanged to the present with the exception that it 
has taken on additional baggage. We should be con
cerned when our brethren in the "Scholarship Move
ment" document their papers with references to Barth, 
et al. And when this is done, the names of the likes 
of Barth are more often referred to with considerable 
respect. This is not true in the case of John W. 
McGarvey, David Lipscomb, and their kind. Instead, 
what praise is extended to them is usually faint. 

I wrote the article printed below some twenty 
years ago. I studied three years in the Vanderbilt 
Divinity School in the late 1950s. One of my profes
sors was the official translator of Bultmann's works 
on New Testament theology. Even then I thought 
that the churches of Christ would be faced with a 
new and ever-growing danger. I am confident that 
the content of the article written for another time is 
an accurate picture of a present threat largely em
bodied in the influences growing out of the "New 
Hermeneutic" movement. We are not immune to 
the influences of modem theology. And this is even 
more painfully true when it comes from our own. 
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"Rudolph Bultmann: The Demythologizer'' 
October 2, 1969, Gospel Advocate 

Who is Rudolph Bultmann? When a Christian
an outstanding member of the church of. Christ
implies that what Bultmann thinks about the mean
ing of the scriptures is more important than what the 
apostle Paul wrote under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, we would do well to take a long and critical 
look at the theology of Rudolph B ultmann and his 
disciples so they may be properly identified and la
beled. 

Rudolph Bultmann is an internationally famed 
biblical scholar. This German theologian is usually 
associated in theological circles with Paul Tillich, 
Karl Barth, and Emil Brunner. These eminent bibli
cal scholars have more or less led in the extreme 
forms of liberal theology since World War I. The 
word modernism means different things. In the lead
ing schools of religion in the major colleges and 
universities of this nation, modernism means the the
ology of the movement named Neo-Orthodoxy. 
Bultmann evoked a tremendous controversy among 
his fellow travellers when he called for a "demy
thologizing" of the Bible. 

Dear Reader, do you know what this means? 
Bultmann writes without any qualification that the 
Genesis record of creation is a myth and that the 
virgin birth, the empty tomb, resurrection, ascen
sion, and second coming are myths. He calls the 
miracles of the scriptures myth. The German theolo
gian admits there is a core of truth in the scriptures 
which can be brought into focus by stripping away 
all the myths from the historical facts. 

When our learned brethren write their articles 
and books documenting their statements with state
ments from Bultmann, Tillich, Barth, and Brunner, 
it is time for Christians who believe the Bible to be 



the inspired word of God and who will live and die 
in the Christian faith, to learn what their intentions 
may be. 

May we tum for a closer look at B ultmann and 
his disciples to learn just what it means to "demy
thologize" the Holy Bible. The meaning of myth for 
this school of theologians has been adapted from 
anthropology and comparative religious research; for 
example, the creation of man is described as an imagi
native account which symbolizes a set of ideas or 
values. Myth and symbol mean for B ultmann that 
which is not true-or at least, is not applicable to the 
modem consciousness. He writes copiously of the 
mythological elements in the New Testament as an 
organized conglomeration of Jewish apocalyptic and 
Greek Gnostic ideas that have crept into the New 
Testament and obscured the meaning of the sacred 
writings. Bultmann states that it is the task of bibli
cal scholarship to strip away the alien myths and to 
expose the saving event of God in the cross of Christ. 
What little Bultmann keeps of the historical Jesus is 
a vague and shadowy historical apparition. 

Elders of the local churches to whom the spiri
tual shepherding of souls has been committed, and 
faithful Christians, are you willing to sit quietly in 
your pews when such forms of "modernism" are 
preached from the pulpit under the guise of repu
table biblical scholarship? How long would you lis
ten to a gospel preacher who loaded his sermons 
with comments from Oral Roberts, Norman Vincent 
Peale, Billy Graham, and Mary Baker Eddy? Shall 
we tum away from the Holy Bible to feed on a 
steady diet of Bultmann and Tillich? We are piously 
informed that only the biblical scholar who com
mands a knowledge of Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic, 
Syriac, and Latin can tell us what the scriptures mean 
despite the fact that the Bible has been translated 
into English by the ripest and the most mature Bible 
scholars of the ages. 

This writer believes that we are being led into a 
form of digression that will utterly destroy the plea 
to restore New Testament Christianity wholly within 
the framework of the inspired scriptures of the New 
Testament. As in many situations, some are unwit
tingly taken in by the attractive doctrines of modem 
theologies. It is sad to say-but nevertheless true
that there are others who seem determined to make 

shipwreck of the Christian faith and to deny that the 
Bible was given to men inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

How timely are these warnings from the New 
Testament! 

"Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you 
bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which 
he has purchased with his own blood. I know 
that after my departing grievous wolves shall 
enter in among you, not sparing the flock; and 
from among your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away dis
ciples after them" (Acts 20:28-30). 

"But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach unto you any other gospel other 
than that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be anathema" (Gal. 1 :8). "Every scripture 
inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction which 
is in righteousness: that the man of God may 
be complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 

"For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but, having itching 
ears, will heap to themselves teachers, after their 
own lusts; and will tum away their ears from 
the truth, and tum aside unto fables" (2 Tim. 
4:3-4). 
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The Holy Spirit and Cornelius 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction 
A. Apostles received the promise of a bap

tism in the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11; Acts 
1:5; Acts 2:1-4). 
1. Paul was an apostle of Jesus with the 

same standing as the other eleven 
apostles (2 Cor. 11 :5). 
a. Paul was given a knowledge of 

all truth just like the other 
apostles (Gal. 1:11-12). The 
Spirit of Truth guided both Paul 
and the other apostles into all 
the truth (John 16: 13). 

b. Therefore Paul was baptized with 
the Holy Spirit just like the other 
apostles, though the New Testa
ment does not detail the baptism. 

B. The only other instance of a direct out
pouring of the Spirit was at the house of 
Cornelius in the city of Samaria called 
Caesarea (probably the city where Phillip 
preached-Acts 8). 

ll. Holy Spirit and Cornelius 
A. Cornelius was an uncircumcised Gentile 

(Acts 11 :3). 
1. He was a good man by human stan

dards: devout-feared God-benevo
lent-prayful-righteous-and had a 
good report (Acts 1 0:2,22). 

2. While Cornelius was praying, an an
gel of the Lord appeared to him and 
told him to send to Joppa for the 
apostle Simon Peter and to hear words 
from him (Acts 10:5; 11:14). 

3. Peter received a heavenly vision and 
a direct command to go to Caesarea 
of Samaria and preach the gospel to 
Cornelius (Acts 10:9-23). 
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B. Cornelius was baptized in Holy Spirit. 
1. "And as I began to speak, the Holy 

Spirit fell on them, even as on us at 
the beginning. And I remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he said, John 
indeed baptized with water; but ye 
shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
If then God gave unto them the like 
gift as he did also unto us, when we 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was I, that I could withstand 
God?" (Acts 11: 15-17). 
a. To find a parallel, Peter had to 

go back to the beginning. 
b. This was extraordinary. The 

Spirit fell on them and did not 
come by the hands of an apostle. 

2. The Spirit came upon them at the 
beginning of Peter's sermon-there
fore before faith (Rom. 10:17). 
a. The Spirit came on them before 

they heard the saving word (Acts 
11:14). 

b. Therefore they were unsaved 
when the Spirit fell on them. 

c. The putpose was to prove the 
acceptability of uncircumcised 
Gentiles in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

d. The Spirit came sometimes to 
unsaved people and other times 
to saved people. The gift of the 
Spirit in any form or measure 
was not and is not to save. Sal
vation can come either before or 
after the gift of the Spirit. 

ill. Duration of Holy Spirit baptism 
A. At Pentecost and at the house of Cornelius 



there were two baptisms. c. "God also bearing witness with 
1. Baptism in Holy Spirit-Acts 2: 1-4; them, both by signs and won-

Acts 10:44-45; Acts 11:15. ders, and by manifold powers, 
2. Water baptism (Acts 2:38; Acts 10:48) and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

B. Today there is only one baptism. according to his own will" (Heb. 
1. "One Lord, one faith, one baptism" 2:4). 

(Eph. 4:5). 3. The New Testament is the written, 
2. One of the two baptisms ceased. revealed, confirmed word of God. A 
3. Water baptism continues. "In which matter once revealed is forever re-

also he went and preached unto the vealed. A thing once confmned is for-
spirits in prison, that aforetime were ever confirmed. The purpose of the 
disobedient, when the longsuffering Spirit in revealing and confirming 
of God waited in the days of Noah, truth is accomplished and, therefore, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein there is not a continuing need for hap-
few, that is, eight souls, were saved tism in the Spirit. If the Spirit spoke 
through water: which also after a true to men today, what would he say that 
likeness doth now save you, even bap- is not in the New Testament? 
tism, not the putting away of the filth a. "But though we, or an angel 
of the flesh, but the interrogation of a from heaven, should preach unto 
good conscience toward God, through you any gospel other than that 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ" ( 1 which we preached unto you, let 
Pet. 3:19-21). him be anathema" (Gal. 1 :8). 

4. There has been only one baptism b. "Beloved, while I was giving all 
since Paul wrote the Ephesian letter. diligence to write unto you of 
Water baptism continues. Therefore our common salvation, I was 
Holy Spirit baptism ceased. God took constrained to write unto you ex-
it away. We do not have it today. No horting you to contend earnestly 
one since Cornelius has received Holy for the faith which was once for 
Spirit baptism. all delivered unto the saints" 

c. There were other considerations. (Jude 1:3). 
1. Holy Spirit baptism enabled the 4. Holy Spirit baptism of Cornelius was 

apostles to know all religious truth to show that uncircumcised Gentiles 
necessary for salvation (John 16: 13; could be saved by the power of the 
8:32). gospel and the grace of God (Acts 

2. By the power of the Holy Spirit the 11:1-18). 
apostles confirmed their inspired mes- a. "And when they heard these 
sage of redemption. things, they held their peace, and 
a. "Truly the signs of an apostle glorified God, saying, Then to 

were wrought among you in all the Gentiles also hath God 
patience, by signs and wonders granted repentance unto life" 
and mighty works" (2 Cor. (Acts 11:18). 
2:12). b. The exceptional case of Come-

b. "And they went forth, and lius, his family, and friends is 
preached everywhere, the Lord unique in the history of the 
working with them, and confirm- church. It is one of a kind. 
ing the word by the signs that D. Having fulfilled its purpose, the baptism 

followed" (Mark 16:20). in the Spirit has ceased. 
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Comments on the Outline 
Whether Cornelius was baptized with the Holy 

Spirit is an interesting question. Some say he was 
baptized in the Holy Spirit, and others say no. The 
text seems conclusive. Peter said, "As I began to 
speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, even as on us at 
the beginning. And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he said, John indeed baptized with water; 
but ye shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit. If then 
God gave unto them the like gift as he did also unto 
us, when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I, that I could withstand God?" (Acts 11: 15-17). 

The problem is twofold. Those who deny 
Cornelius received Holy Spirit baptism think that if 
he and his companions were so baptized, it would 
necessarily follow that either ( 1) he and those with 
him were made special apostles of Jesus, or (2) he 
and those with him received the same power the 
apostles received. 

The fallacy of the first impression is that the 
apostles were apostles before baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus selected and appointed them to be 
apostles before they received empowerment of any 
kind (Matt. 10:2-4). They had authority over un
clean spirits at the time of their appointment, but the 

appointment came frrst and the authority afterward 
(Matt. 10:8). The power given to the twelve under 
the limited commission of Matthew chapter ten was 
different from the baptism with the Spirit, which did 
not come until many months later (Acts 2:1-4). 

The expression "baptism with/in the Holy Spirit'' 
has to do with the manner of reception and not with 
the degree of power conferred. One person might be 
baptized in the Holy Spirit and receive all the power 
enjoyed by all the apostles of Jesus, and another 
person could be baptized with the Holy Spirit and 
not receive such power. A baptism with the Spirit 
was an immersion in the Spirit. The expression means 
the Spirit was poured out from heaven until the per
sons receiving it were immersed in it. Jesus "poured 
forth" the Spirit on Pentecost (Acts 2:33). The pour
ing continued until the house in which the apostles 
were seated was filled (Acts 2:2). The Spirit also 
filled the apostles (Acts 2:4). They were baptized by 
pouring. People can be immersed by pouring, if you 
pour enough. 

Still, the manner of reception (poured out from 
heaven until fully covered) says nothing about what 
the Spirit enabled them to do. As an example: spiri
tual gifts conferred by laying on of the hands of an 
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apostle of Jesus gave different gifts to different 
people. The Spirit divided to each one severally even 
as he (the Spirit) willed (1 Cor. 12:10). There were 
nine different gifts, and the Spirit made the decision 
about what gift a particular person received. The 
same could be true of the direct outpouring of the 
Spirit from heaven (baptism in the Spirit). Two per
sons might receive the gift in the same way-by 
baptism-and one be given great power and the other 
be given limited power. It is important to understand 
the point in the sermon of Peter at which the Spirit 
came upon Cornelius and his friends. A reading of 
Acts chapter ten does not reveal this information and 
might even leave the impression the Spirit came upon 
them toward the end of Peter's sermon. Acts chapter 
eleven set the matter straight. Peter said, "And as I 
began to speak" (Acts 11:15). The Greek word trans
lated "began" in this text means "at the very begin
ning"-when he made the first sound. The Spirit 
therefore came on the uncircumcised Gentiles in Cae
sarea of Samaria when Peter first opened his mouth 
to speak and before they heard the message. Since 
faith comes by hearing the word of God (Rom. 10: 17) 
and since they had not yet heard the word of God, it 
follows they were not believers. 
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Some say that since the Spirit came on Cornelius 
before baptism, his salvation came before baptism. 
Therefore baptism is not necessary to salvation. If 
the argument is good, then it follows that he was 
also saved before he believed. This of course is not 
acceptable, and we know therefore the argument is 
not valid. 

Some say Cornelius was the first Gentile convert 
to Christ. Yet proselytes were in the church before 
Peter preached to Cornelius-Nicolaus, a proselyte 
of Antioch, was a baptized believer before the con
version of Cornelius (Acts 6:5). The New Testament 
makes a distinction between Jews and proselytes 
(Acts 2: 1 0). A proselyte was a Gentile converted to 
Judaism and circumcised after the custom of Moses. 
Circumcised Gentiles proselyted to the Jews' reli
gion were in the church long before Cornelius' bap
tism to obtain the remission of his sins. The problem 
Peter encountered was that he "went in to men not 
circumcised and did eat with them" (Acts 11 :3). 
Cornelius was the first uncircumcised Gentile brought 
into the kingdom of God on earth but not the first 
Gentile convert. 11815 Doubletree 
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Absence of Truth 
By Bill Graddy 

Children of God are floundering. We are like 
sheep without shepherds. Why does the Ship of Zion 
toss around and everywhere? Why the apparent lack 
of self-respect for one another and sister congrega
tions? 

The truth is the one thing that will calm us down, 
give purpose, and knit together (John 14:6; Gal. 6:2). 
We cannot build strong congregations on pot-luck 
dinners alone! Unless the word of God saturates our 
works, we labor in vain (Matt. 7:24-27). 

We are like a ship lost at sea without a compass. 
It is because of the absence of truth (lsa. 57:20-21). 
The doctrine of Christ not only glues us together but 
keeps us from sailing with the currents of strange 
winds. Without cohesion, communion will not fol
low. Only truth assures oneness (John 15:5; 17:17, 
20-26). 

We will continue to be sluggards and sleepers 
until we get the salt out of the shaker (Prov. 6:6-9; 
Jon. 1:6; Matt. 5:13). It is not what people know, but 
what they do not know, that causes confusion and 
shame. 

When the truth becomes our point of reference 
(John 5:36-38), the church will grow, and we will be 
united. We will have a cohesiveness to cement us 
together. God will be on our side, and we will be 
victorious (Matt. 28:18-20). 

God help us to have elders who will see that the 
truth is preached and practiced (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 
5:1-4). Christ, truth, and faithful elders form a tri
angle of love that will keep the hedge of God around 
us (Job 1:10; Heb. 13:7,17). 22 Sugar Creek 

N. Little Rock. AR 72116 
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Saved by Grace? 
By Jim Moore 

I know of only one faithful Christian who can 
say, "I was saved by Grace only." His testimony 
goes like this: "I was thirty-five years old-on my 
way to being an old bachelor-when I met Grace 
Hillard. She was a beautiful lady and just what I had 
been looking for." 

"I asked her to marry me and she accepted, saving 
me from bachelorhood." So he was saved from bach
elorhood by Grace. This God-fearing man is Damon 
Smith, who now lives with a daughter in San Angelo, 
having spent the best part of his life in teaching others 
how to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. 

Those of us who know him still miss him when 
summertime comes, and singing schools start. Many 
hundreds of people studied at his feet and are much 
the better for having done so. 

Damon could handle the most embarrassing mo
ment with his laugh. He was a faithful gospel 
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preacher-a rare breed today. Damon would never 
be guilty of corrupt tactics that are so degrading to 
the church of our Lord. He spent many weeks teach
ing and training singers, mostly during gospel meet
ings, and knowing the norm of income for such ef
forts, I wonder how he was able to make it on that 
kind of pay. 

Those who knew and have been influenced by 
Damon will always love him. Age has taken its toll, 
but his love for worshipping God is still paramount 
in his life. Truly a man saved by Grace-a wonder
ful lady who contributed more to our lives than many 
will ever know. Grace has gone to her reward. She is 
missed. She lovingly shared with us a great man who 
still uses his talents to reach untold thousands. 

405Main 
Roanoke, TX 76262 

~ 



INTRODUCING 

FOUR GOSPELS COMPARED 
This is a new book by Graham Stanfill . It is not a commentary, but a complete text of 

the four gospels, under 390 topical and chronological headings. The arrangement saves 
much time and promotes concentration . 

IT IS A MUST FOR THE SERIOUS STUDENT. 

The book is 8 1 /2x 11, 240 pages bound in an attractive flexible binding, ideal for study. 

Delivery Approximately May 1, 1992 
Pre-Publication Price $11.25 + 2.05 S&H 

List Price After June 30, 1992, $14.95 + 2.05 S&H 
Qty. Pricing 10 or more 

List price less 40%- $8.97 + S&H 
Texas Reside11ts Add Applicable Sales Tax or Exemption Form 

Order From: 
Graham Publications 

13627 Falba 
Houston, Tx 77070 

Phone(713)955-0007 

SCRIPTURE 
Computer Aided Bible Study 

A Bible study program for IBM compatible computers. 
Designed for ease of use, SCRIPTURE nevertheless provides 
high-powered functions for meaningful word searches. 

• Complete KJV text and program contained in less than 2.5 
megabytes of hard drive space 

• Insert versesj references from biblical text into your own fi les 
• A quick search facility for word searches in biblical text 
• Context·sensitive help system with over 60 topics 
• Printed documentation free if you mention this ad 

Only $50.00 plus $5.00 S/ H 

Marriage Queries 

Recently written tract answering eight important questions 
regarding Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage. Conservative, 
logical, b iblical. Argues for only one exception for divorce and 
remarriage. Shows the harmony between Paul and the Lord on 
the subject. Every church should distribute this tract. 

45:: each · $4.50/ dozen · $35.00/ hundred - S/ H extra 

Order from Gil Yoder 
(405) 927·283t or 927-3459 

P.O. Box 307 
Coalgate, OK 74538 

Where the Saints Meet 
has been published by the 

Firm Foundation for many years. It is the 
oldest directory of churches of Christ in the 

brotherhood. We are presently updating 
information for our next edition and want to 

be as accurate as possible. 

Please help us. 
We believe the assistance of our subscribers 
will enable us to have the most current infor

mation available. Could you send us the name 
and address of your current congregation, 

congregations in your area, and congregations 
you find while travelling. Forms are available 

for your convenience. 
Please send information to 

Firm Foundation 
PO Box 275 

Damon, TX 77430-0275 
Attention: Updates 
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Romans Chapter Four 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction B. In chapter two, he points out that Gentiles 
A. The fourth chapter of Romans is a seed- who admitted that moral decadence is 

bed for many false doctrines. wrong were guilty of the wrongs they con-
1. Some say it frees the child of God demned; he also says that the Jews, who 

from law. prided themselves in having the law of 
2. Some say it assures the inactive sin- Moses and therefore greater knowledge of 

ner of complete salvation. right and wrong than Gentiles, violated the 
3. Some say it affirms God as the sole moral rule and were aggravated sinners-

actor in man's salvation. more culpable because they had a written 
4. Some say it teaches that God, by un- law (Rom. 2:1-12). 

qualified grace, attributes righteous- 1. We must both hear and do the law in 
ness to the unrighteous (righteousness, order to be accounted righteous (Rom. 
in this view, is calling a person righ- 2: 13). This principle is everywhere 
teous when he is unrighteous). affirmed in the Bible. 

B. Most misconceptions on Romans chapter c. In chapter three, he raises the question of 
four are rooted in the teaching of Augus- Jewish advantage. 
tine, as revived by Luther of Germany and 1. He says the Jews were better off than 
Henry Vill of England, and refined by John the Gentiles because they were en-
Calvin of France. This is generally, but trusted with the oracles of God. The 
inaccurately, referred to as Calvinism, fact that some of them did not keep 
which emphasizes the doctrine of inher- their law did not change the truth that 
ited sin, predestination, and salvation by the law given through Moses was ben-
grace only through faith alone. eficial and good (Rom. 2: 1-8). 

II. Background of Romans Four 2. He reafflfOls that all mature people 
A. In chapter one, Paul, a servant and apostle sin (Rom. 2:9). They are not born sin-

of Jesus Christ, gives greetings to the saints ful but become sinful after birth. 
in Rome, expressing appreciation for their 3. He then quotes Psalms 14:1-3 to 
faith and his earnest desire to visit them in prove that people born sinless go 
Rome (Rom. 1: 1-15). astray and acquire sin. 
1. He states the major purpose of his 4. He quotes Psalms 5:9 to describe the 

writing, which is to exalt the gospel utter wickedness of a righteous per-
as God's power to save the sinner son gone bad. 
(Rom. 1:16). 5. This is fortified by Psalms 140:3; Isa. 

2. He talks of the folly of human wis- 59:7; and Psalms 36:1. 
dom and declares that it often leads 6. It is in this connection he says, 'There 
away from God and his law (Rom. is none righteous, no, not one" (Rom. 
1:18-22). 3: 10; Psa. 14:3). 

3. He observes that human nature and a. Is the newborn baby righteous? 
lust have a strong tendency to cor- What about the penitent believer 
ruption (Rom. 1 :28-32). who is just coming up out of the 
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water of baptism? Is he righ
teous? How then does Paul say, 
''There is none righteous?" He 
is obviously saying, "all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God" (Rom. 3:23). 

b. His teaching is that a sinless baby 
grows to maturity and decides 
to sin. His sin makes him un
righteous-before sin he was 
righteous. The person who is 
born again is also made righ
teous-before baptism he was 
unrighteous. 

c. All sin and all therefore have 
need of salvation. 

6. Paul declares that apart from the law 
of Moses the righteousness that comes 
from God (righteousness of God) is 
revealed to us (in the gospel) and is 
witnessed by the law of Moses and 
the Old Testament prophets (Rom. 
3:21-30). 
a. The purpose of the Old Testa

ment was to make men righ
teous. It commanded righteous
ness but could not give righ
teousness because it made no 
provision for forgiveness of all 
sin (some sin could be forgiven 
under the Old Testament, but not 
all sin could be forgiven). 

b. Under the gospel, sinful people 
(the unrighteous) can be made 
pure by the blood of Christ and 
grace of God (made righteous
pure-clean-sins washed away 
in the blood of the Lamb). 

c. The theme of the book of Ro
mans is: "For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel: for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek. For 
therein is revealed a righteous
ness of God from faith unto faith: 
as it is written, But the righteous 

shall live by faith" (Rom. 1:16-
17). 

7. Paul then asks, "If we are saved by 
the grace and goodness of God, does 
this mean we are not under law?" 
a. "Do we then make the law of 

none effect through faith? God 
forbid: nay, we establish the law" 
(Rom. 3:31). (The footnote says 
the word the is not in the origi
nal text and the passage could 
read, "Do we then make law of 
none effect through faith? God 
forbid: nay, we establish law.") 

b. The apostle is saying that grace 
and faith do not make us exempt 
from law, but bring us under 
law-law is established by faith! 

c. The question of the position of 
law in the gospel plan of salva
tion is the point discussed in Ro
mans chapter four. 

III. Romans Chapter Four 
A. What about Abraham? Was Abraham 

saved by law? 
1. There is a law of sin and death (Rom. 

7:21-24; 8:2-3). 
a. This law has been operative 

since creation, and will continue 
as long as the world stands. 

b. Abraham, like all mortals, did 
not keep the moral law. The law 
of sin and death brought him 
under condemnation (like all 
mortals-Rom. 3:23). 

2. Abraham therefore was not justified 
(made righteous) by the works of the 
law (Rom. 4:2). The law of sin and 
death condemned him. 

B. Was Abraham justified by works? 
1. Paul says no (Rom. 4:2). 
2. James says yes (James 2:21). 

a. Who is right-Paul or James? 
We must either strike one of 
these verses out of the Bible (as 
Martin Luther did)-or we must 
agree Paul and James are saying 
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the same thing-or we must con
clude the Bible is wrong and 
therefore not the word of God. 

b. Paul is saying Abraham was not 
justified by keeping the moral 
law absolutely and never sin
ning. Paul calls sinless perfec
tion justification by works. 

c. James is saying that sinful Abra
ham had to act in faith and keep 
the commands of God to be for
given. James calls this justifica
tion by works. James is saying 
that sinful man must demonstrate 
his faith in obedience to the com
mands Oaws) of God to be saved 
by faith-justified by works of 
obedience. Paul calls it "obedi
ence of faith" (Rom. 1 :5). 

d. The difference is between keep
ing the moral law absolutely and 
being saved as of a debt, and in 
knowing we are sinful-lost
and obeying the commands of 
God (works of faith) to be saved 
by God's grace and therefore 
found. "I once was blind, but 
now I see" (Rom. 4:2,4) . 

C. Was David justified by works? 
1. Of course not-David committed 

many sins and did not keep law per
fectly (Rom. 4:6-8). 

2. David was forgiven. How? 
a. "I acknowledged my sin unto 

thee, And mine iniquity did I 
not hide: I said, I will confess 
my transgressions unto Jehovah; 
And thou forgavest the i~iquity 
of my sin" (Psalms 32:5). When 
was David forgiven? Answer: 
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When he confessed his trans
gressions to Jehovah-and not 
before. He had to do something 
to be forgiven-he had to con
fess (which implied repen
tance-one cannot confess with
out changing his mind). 

b. When did Jehovah pronounce a 
blessing upon David? Answer: 
When he was forgiven (Psalms 
32:1-4). When was he forgiven? 
Answer: When he confessed 
and repented and kept God's 
law of forgiveness (no man was 
ever forgiven in the absence of 
repentance). David had to dem
onstrate the obedience of faith 
in his life (Psalms 32:5). 

D. Was Abraham justified by circumcision 
(Rom. 4:9-12)? 
1. Jews who had been converted to 

Christ were saying that one must be 
circumcised after the custom of 
Moses to be saved (Acts 15:1). Paul 
refutes this false doctrine. (It is not 
wrong to refute false doctrine). 

2. He points out that Abraham was jus
tified by works of obedience before 
he was circumcised (Rom. 5: 10-11 ). 
a. He received circumcision as a 

sign of the faith he had while he 
was uncircumcised (Rom. 4:11). 

b. His (obedience of) faith made 
him worthy of the blessing of 
God (see Rev. 3:4). Still, he did 
not earn forgiveness because he 
had not kept the moral law ab
solutely. 

c. "But wilt thou know, 0 vain 
man, that faith apart from works 
is barren? Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works, in that 
he offered up Isaac his son upon 
the altar? Thou seest that faith 
wrought with his works, and by 
works was faith made perfect; 
and the scripture was fulfilled 
which saith, And Abraham be
lieved God, and it was reckoned 
unto him for righteousness; and 
he was called the friend of God. 
Y e see that by works a man is 
justified, and not only by faith" 
(James 2:20-24). 



d. Justification by faith came to 
Abraham while he was in uncir
cumcision. Therefore Jehovah 
does--can-will-save in the 
absence of circumcision. Abra
ham was justified before circum
cision, but not before obedience 
of faith. 

E. Was Abraham justified by the keeping of 
law? 
1. No-we have previously shown he 

did not keep law perfectly (Rom. 4:3). 
2. Yes-If by keeping the law you mean 

obedience to the commands of God. 
a. If any person could be saved by 

keeping law-never sinning
there would be no need for the 
cross-and the promises of the 
law of Moses are of none effect 
(Rom. 4:13-14). 

b. If a person could be saved by 
the law of Moses there would 
have been no place found for the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
(Heb. 8:7-8). 

F. Abraham had obedience of faith. 
1. Abraham is the father of all the faith

ful (Rom. 4: 16). 
2. Abraham believed he was to be the 

father of many nations when he had 
but one son (Rom. 4:17-18). 
a. Though the facts seemed to be 

against the promise of God, 
Abraham wavered not through 
unbelief (Rom. 4: I8-21). 

b. This disposition to believe and 
obey God and trust his promises 
absolutely was accounted to him 
for righteousness (Rom. 4:22). 

c. His forgiveness did not come 
until Jesus died on the cross 
(Heb. 9:22; 10:4). His sins ~ere 
passed over (atoned) until the 
blood of the Lamb of God was 
shed (Heb. 9: I5; Rom. 3:25). 

IV. Conclusion 
A. We are saved just like Abraham and 

David-through obedience of faith
keeping the commands (law) of 
God-law keeping! 
1. "Now it was not written for his 

sake alone, that it was reckoned 
unto him; but for our sake also, 
unto whom it shall be reckoned, 
who believe on him that raised 
Jesus our Lord from the dead, 
who was delivered up for our 
trespasses, and was raised for our 
justification" (Rom. 4:23-25). 
a. Justification comes to us (as 

it came to Abraham and 
David) when we obey the 
commands of God-keep 
his law-and demonstrate 
the obedience of faith in our 
lives. 

b. In this age of the world we 
must believe (Heb. II :6); 
repent (Acts 17:30-31); 
confess Jesus as Lord 
(Rom. 10:9-10); and be 
buried with Jesus by bap
ti sm unto death and raised 
with him to walk a new life 
(Rom. 6: 1-5). Our baptism 
is in order to receive the 
remiss ion of sins (Acts 
2:38). 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

713-469-3102 

"Old-Time Gospel Meetings" 

Bill Haberman 
B.S.; B.A.; Th.M.; Ph.D.; Th.D. 
Graduate of the old Preston Road 

School of Preaching 
Kind, conservative preacher with 20 years experience 

2314 Wood Meadow 
San Antonio, TX 78232 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

What Shall I Wear? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

What woman has not asked herself thi s question 
as she prepared to dress for some special occasion? 
She may even call to discover what other ladies plan 
to wear to insure that her clothes will be appropriate 
for the occasion. The fitness of one's attire is impor
tant if one is to present a good appearance, but it is 
not the only aspect that should be considered. What 
the world considers fitting may not be proper for the 
Christian. Though our thoughts are for women, ap
propriateness of dress is not limited to women. In 
the beginning God clothed both the man and the 
woman (Gen. 3:21). 

Paul mentions the basic rule of proper dress in 
writing to Timothy. "In like manner also, that women 
adorn themselves with modest apparel, with shame
facedness [shamefastness-ASV] and sobriety; not with 
braided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array [rai
ment-ASV]; But (which becometh women profess
ing godliness) with good works" (1 Tim. 2:9-10). 

Though we may quibble by asking just what is 
modest apparel, most of us must honestly acknowl
edge that we know what is decent. Even the world 
accepts some of its own attire as immodest! Webster 
defines modest as "evincing, or arising from, lack of 
boldness, presumption, display; moderate, as in 
amount; unpretentious; observing the proprieties of 
sex; chaste, decent." 

A synonym is "virtuous." Shamefacedness is sim
ply "ashamed; abashed." The dress of women pro
fessing godliness should be chaste, decent, without a 
display that reveals the human body or appeals to 
sexual desires. Much of the tight, skimpy, seductive 
clothing of today' s fashion world does not fit this 
description. 

What fashion experts call right is too freely ac
cepted, even by Christian women, without much 
thought of modesty. We are again facing the mini, a 
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dress that faded from fashion some years back be
cause women realized that no stretch could make it 
modest. The department stores are full of skin-tight 
garments, the low-cut bodice, the high-slit skirt, and 
the see-through blouse. We have lost our ability to 
be ashamed by the immodest and inappropriate. We 
are told that many athletic activities cannot be done 
except in scanty clothing, and too many women be
lieve it! We have allowed the dictates of fashion to 
be our standard instead of God's word. 

Time was when Christians knew what to wear 
and took great care in the selection of their clothing. 
We have not kept before us the need for this prac
tice. Today it seems we are content, even comfort
able, appearing before the public eye in immodest 
apparel. 

We dress as scantily for exercise/recreation as 
women of the world and dare anyone to question 
our rule of modesty. "Everyone is doing it" seems to 
make the short-short acceptable. In spite of reasons 
to justify our practice, the Christian is to abstain 
from the appearance of evil (1 Thess. 5:22). 

We must ask ourselves the sharp question, "Does 
my dress more nearly reflect God's standards or the 
standards of the world? Is my brief attire different 
than that of the godless and uncaring?" Keep in mind, 
please, we will give account in judgment for how 
we dress. 

Rightness of dress goes beyond the measure of 
modesty. The emphasis is on the "hidden man of the 
heart" (1 Peter 3:4)-not the outward trimming. Our 
clothing makes a definite statement about our char
acter. The way we dress for a specific function re
veals much about our attitude toward that function. 
By our choice we reveal an attitude of respect or of 
casualness. When we want to relax, our clothing is 
more easygoing than for a more prized event. 



The effect our attire has on our performance is 
recognized in the business and educational world. J. 
C. Penney's has long had a definite dress code for its 
workers. School systems recognize that a more dig
nified dress code has a definite effect on the disci
pline problem. It is hard to see as professional one 
whose dress says, "I'm just one of you." What, then, 
does our extreme casualness in dress say about our 
attitude toward God? We put on our best for wed
dings and funerals but are careless in our dress for 
worship occasions. If we were to be honored with an 
invitation for an audience with the President of the 

United States, would we dress as casually as we do 
for a ballgame? Has the casualness of our dress re
sulted in a pettiness toward public worship and regu
larity of assembling? We must not allow our dress 
and attitude toward our public worship to disinte
grate to less than a dignified stance. 

(Note: Irene Taylor is an outstanding speaker, 
writer, and preacher's wife. We hope you will en
courage girls and women of all ages to read these 
thoughts carefully-Charline Lemonds Sexton.) 

P. 0. Box 8400 
Fort Worth, TX 76124 
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Leaving Trails 
By Darrell Braking 

The beautiful winter day was crisp, clear, and 
calm. A cloudless blue sky accentuated the long white 
vapor trail from a jet airplane that could no longer 
be seen. We are like this airplane: "For what is your 
life? It is a vapor that appears for a little time and 
then vanishes away" (James 4:14). 

We can leave trails of enthusiasm, optimism, and 
kindness. A cheerful smile should be the trademark 
of the faithful child of God. A trail of love, har
mony, and unity of the faith based on the doctrine of 
Christ is a trail filled with gratitude and hope. Such a 
trail is left by one who follows the steps of the Christ 
(1 Pet. 2:21). 

Give an outdoorsman a good map, a compass, 
and a destination, and he will arrive on the mark. It 
doesn't matter whether he has been there before, if 
his information is accurate. In his heart he may feel 
another path will lead him to the same place, but he 
follows the map and compass because he knows these 
are accurate. There is a difference between a trail of 
truth leading to the mark and a trail of if s and 
maybe's leading to destruction. 

A trail of truth leading to heaven can be found 
only in the word of God. It contains all we need to 
know in order to arrive on the mark (Jude 3; 2 Pet. 
1 :3). The realm of emotionalism, a system of guess
work and chance, cannot be found in the book di
vine. Jesus said, "And you shall know the truth, and 

the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). This is 
the trail Jesus walked, purchasing the church with 
his blood (Acts 20:28). This is the trail we must 
follow if we expect to be his blood-purchased bride. 

There were antagonists of the truth in the first 
century as there are today. Jesus said, "But because I 
tell you the ~th, you do not believe me?" (John 
8:45). Antagonists of truth were so opposed to the 
one trail that they were set on killing Christ (John 
8:37,40). Paul asked, "Have I therefore become your 
enemy because I tell you the truth?" (Gal. 4: 16). The 
narrow and difficult way will have few (Matt. 7:13-
14). So many vapor trails are floating around today. 
We can trust only the Bible. It is our map and 
compass. As we faithfully and lovingly follow this 
trail, the trails of hate, bitterness, selfishness, uncon
cern, cynicism, pessimism, criticism, and resigna
tion, carefully hidden under the facade of love, dis
appear. 

We must remember true love is found in obedi
ence to Jesus (John 14: 15). If we love our fellow
man, we are going to share the truth even if it hurts. 
We are but a passing vapor-payday is coming. "And 
let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due 
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart" (Gal. 
6:9). 608 Barrus PI 

Casa Grande, AZ 85222 
~ 
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Potpourri ........... . 

The Ear. .... 
•"I thank God for the Firm Foundation, its edi

tor, and all its staff .... " (GM, TX). 
•"We have heard nothing but good comments 

about the Firm Foundation .... " (GH, TX). 
•"I believe the Firm Foundation is in good 

hands .... " {JM, TX). 
•"Please put me on your mailing list for the Firm 

Foundation .... " (FC, OK). 
•"I have been a subscriber of the Firm Founda

tion for many years and still believe it to be one of 
the best in the brotherhood .... " (JS, TX). 

•''The preacher for the church at. .. told us that he 
does not want us reading the Firm F oundation.,.I 
have a subscription and will continue to read it." 
(Anonymous-we wouldn't want to get a reader in 
trouble with his preacher, now would we?) 

•"I have thought seriously about not sending this 
renewal. .. but I miss it when I don't get it. You have 
an unusual way of promoting your subscription list. 
You continue to send it even though expired. Then 
quit for awhile ... then send it again ... just to let me 
know I couldn't give it up .. .l clip and file articles" 
(JS, SD). 

•"I would like to have the whole written discus
sions of 'Grace, Law and Baptism' between Jimmy 
Allen and Buster Dobbs .... " (DW, AR). 

•"Brother Dobbs, As you have assumed the 
editorship of the Firm Foundation, my prayer is that 
you will keep it in the straight and narrow ... Brother 
Cline will be missed .. .! sat under him at Bellview .... " 
(TS, NC). 

The Mouth ..... 

•C. Osborne, professor of Bible in the graduate 
school at Abilene Christian University, said at the 
1992 ACU lectureship that women in the first cen
tury church, with apostolic approval, led public 
prayers in mixed assemblies and preached from the 
pulpit on Sunday mornings. He also said that after 
much study he had come to the conclusion that 
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"speaking in tongues" is a proper manifestation of 
the Holy Spirit today. He even said that people who 
demonstrate spooky, strange, and bizarre behavior 
in public worship in the modem church are follow
ing the first century pattern. Wow! The tapes are 
available. (He did say all this is peripheral, and the 
important thing is love.) Hey, Carroll, are you teach
ing this to our young folks? 

•Rubel Shelly insists "God never alters-but the 
church must change." This is like saying, "God never 
changes, but his body must change." Come on, Rubel! 

•Newsweek says, "Churches have discovered that 
'low self-esteem' is a less putting-off phrase to 
congregants than 'sin.' When Pee-Wee Herman was 
arrested last year, Jesuit scholar William O'Malley 
exonerated him with the observation that 'masturba
tion isn't the problem; it's lack of self-esteem.' A 
Presbyterian Church committee on 'human sexual
ity' last year recommended masturbation in cases of 
severe self-image deficiency." 

•This self-image problem is the sugarstick of 
modern psychology. It is interesting to note that 
Pamela Smart, the New Hampshire schoolteacher 
convicted of having her husband murdered, met her 
teenage lover at a "Project Self-Esteem" workshop. 

•The San Diego city school system voted last 
year to abolish failing grades-it was an effort to 
legislate failure out of existence. If giving an "F' 
causes a student to lose self-esteem and the solution 
is not to give failing grades, then what about the "B" 
student who happens to find out that some other 
students make "A's"? Does not his self esteem suf
fer? The only solution is to give all "A's" to all 
students and save their self-esteem. After all, isn't 
that why Jesus died on the cross? What is the church 
going to do about this dreadful problem? More im-



portant, what will the students do when they get out 
into the world and find out it doesn't work that 
way? 

•Gayle Napier of the Harpeth Hills church in 
Brentwood, Tennessee, and a professor at David Lip
scomb University, in his psychological wisdom, says 
that firm, rigid fathers provoke incest. He gives this 
example: A married woman says, "My husband is 
the head of the house just like my father was the 
head of the house. He sounds like my daddy. I don't 
want to have sex with Daddy. She withholds sex 
from her husband and, in his frustration, he turns to 
his daughter. No! no! I am not making this up! 
You can get the tape from Lipscomb and listen to it 
for yourself. We have this question for Gayle, the 
psychologist of Lipscomb University: Dear Gayle, 
What if the father is a wimp? What if the daughter 
marries a weak, ineffectual, or insipid person (an
other wimp)? Is she in danger of saying, "My wimpy 
husband sounds just like my wimpy daddy. I don't 
want to have sex with Daddy." So she withholds sex 
and her womanly husband turns to his daughter. 
Maybe we should warn against men who are weak 
and worse than womanly. C' mon, Gayle, how about 
it? (By the way, Gayle, are you teaching this to our 
children at Lipscomb?) 

•What is acceptable performance? If we accept 
99.9% performance, we get 20,000 wrong drug pre
scriptions each year-more than 15,000 new-born 
babies dropped by doctors and nurses-unsafe drink
ing water one hour each month-no electricity, wa
ter or heat 8.6 hours a year-no telephone service or 
television transmission for ten minutes each week
two short or long landings at O'Hare, New York, 
Los Angeles, Atlanta and Dallas airports each day-
500 incorrect surgical operations per week-and 
2,000 lost articles of mail per hour. 

•Comment on the firing of John Frohnmayer, 
chairman of the National Foundation for the Arts 
(NF A): At least until election day, it's likely that 
sexually explicit art will get little support from Wash
ington. One presidential hopeful says the NFA sub
sidizes "filthy and blasphemous art." 

•Dr. William Masters and Virginia Johnson, 
sex therapists who developed new treatments for 
sexual dysfunction, divorced in St. Louis, Mo., after 
21 years of marriage, because of "a difference of 
goals." 

•The best advice for people trying to solve their 
problems is "grow up." 

•Time magazine reports the Rev. Peter John 
Gomes, an ordained Baptist minister and preacher 
of Harvard University's Memorial Church and 
Plummer Professor of Christian Morals at the Uni
versity, stood on the church house steps and told a 
cheering crowd, "I am a Christian who happens to 
be gay." Several faculty members came forward to 
declare their homosexuality. At Harvard Divinity 
School, a bastion of liberalism, Dean Ronald 
Theimann argues that those demanding Gomes' res
ignation are "little more than literalist interpreters of 
scripture, without any theological sophistication." 
President Neil Rudenstine says it is not the school's 
task to "apply a doctrinal test concerning issues that 
may be controversial but that are a part of current 
theological debate, where reasonable people of dif
ferent religious persuasions hold different views." 

The view of the apostle Paul is given in Romans 
1:22-27: "Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools, and changed the glory of the incor
ruptible God for the likeness of an image of corrupt
ible man, and of birds, and four-footed beasts, and 
creeping things. Wherefore God gave them up in the 
lusts of their hearts unto uncleanness, that their bod
ies should be dishonored among themselves: for that 
they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and wor
shipped and served the creature rather than the Cre
ator, who is blessed for eyer. Amen. For this cause 
God gave them up unto vile passions: for their women 
changed the natural use into that which is against 
nature: and likewise also the men, leaving the natu
ral use of the woman, burned in their lust one to
ward another, men with men working unseemliness, 
and receiving in themselves that recompense of their 
error which was due." 
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The Dayspring from on High 
ByL.W.Mayo 

The word dayspring is in the Bible two times
Job 38:12 and Luke 1:78. The Lord asked Job, "Hast 
thou commanded the morning since thy days; and 
caused the dayspring to know his place .... " Dayspring 
in the New Testament refers to "the coming of the 
Messiah." The World Book Dictionary says it is a 
"poetic way of saying daylight or dawn." 

Job lost all he possessed and was covered with 
boils. His wife advised him to curse God and die. 
"In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God fool
ishly" (Job 1 :22). No man served the Lord so endur
ingly as Job. 

The question "Hast thou commanded the morn
ing since thy days; and caused the dayspring to know 
his place" points out the impotence of Job and the 
might of the Lord. When his misery was over, Jeho
vah gave Job twice as much as he had before the 
great misfortune. He lived. another 140 years and 
saw his children to the fourth generation. Job said, 
''When he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." 
Another day had dawned in Job's life-his dayspring. 

Zacharias said of the baby John, "Yea and thou, 
child, shalt be called the prophet of the Most High: 
For thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to 
make ready his ways; To give knowledge of salva
tion unto his people in the remission of their sins, 
Because of the tender mercy of our God, Whereby 
the dayspring from on high shall visit us, To shine 
upon them that sit in darkness and the shadow of 
death; To guide our feet into the way of peace" 
(Luke 1 :76-79). 

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord that I 
will raise unto David a righteous branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment 
and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is his 
name whereby he shall be called, the Lord our righ
teousness" (Jer. 23:5-6). Isaiah wrote, "the Lord shall 
be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy 
glory." Malachi foretold, "the sun of righteousness 
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shall arise with healing in his wings." There is heal
ing in the warm beams of light from the sun. Jesus is 
the dawning of a new day. The healing in his wings 
is the knowledge of salvation-the remission of 
sins-and peace, perfect peace. The Son of God suf
fered a dreadful night of pain, entered the dark cham
bers of death, to give spiritual light to the world. He 
was abused, falsely accused, and spat on. He was 
nailed to a cross, swinging between heaven and earth, 
as if fit for neither, and mercilessly scorned and 
mocked. He died when he commanded his spirit to 
go forth. His tomb was borrowed. He used it but a 
short while. 

Early on the first day of the week, life returned 
to his precious body. He had borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows. The pain was over and only the 
scars in his side and hands gave evidence of his 
passion. His night of suffering gave way to the 
dayspring-and confirmed him as our dayspring. 

Jesus is "the light of the world" (John 8:12). He 
sent the light of eternal truth by which sinful men 
can come to the heavenly father and have a living 
hope. Box791 

Wagoner, OK 74467 

Communion Cups 
$15.95 per box of 1,000 

plus shipping 

Unleavened Bread 
$2.50 per box 
plus shipping 
Order from 
Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
817-498-8512 



An Example of the Believers 
Encouraging Thoughts from Workers in the Kingdom 

Compiled by Paul Sain 

Lindell Mitchell, preacher of the gospel at Liv- claim that baby boomers left, or are in danger of 
ingston, Texas, is a modem day Racoon John Smith. leaving, the church because of their concern for be-
His experience includes service in the Webster nevolence. Mitchell wrote, "Shelly says that baby 
County Department of Human Services, Eupora, MS; boomers left the church because they saw it identi-
and Hardeman County Developmental Services, fied with the rich and powerful instead of the poor 
Bolivar, TN. He has preached for the New Hope and powerless .. .! come back to one simple question, 

r---------------~ Church of Christ Middleton, TN; Bolivar ' If baby boomers are so concerned about 
Church of Christ; Bethel Springs Church the poor, what are they doing out in the 
of Christ, Bethel Springs, TN; Adamsville suburbs?' Why are millions of dollars 
Church of Christ, Adamsville, TN; Liv- spent constructing entertainment com-
ingston Church of Christ, Livingston, TX. plexes? If these folks want to identi fy with 

Brother Mitchell holds both B.S. and the poor, why not sell some of their ex-
B.A. degrees from Freed-Hardeman Uni- pensive toys and use the funds to help the 
versity at Henderson, Tennessee (he poor? I would be glad to introduce them 
graduated with honors from the Bible to brethren in rural Mexico who desper-
program and was a Presidential Scholar). ately need assistance. I can put them in 
He has a M.A.R. from Harding Graduate School, touch with impoverished people in the Piney Woods 
Memphis, Tennessee. He was a social worker for the of East Texas ... Baby boomers are the prodigal sons 
Boles Children's Home in Quinlan, Texas. who need to repent. They must relinquish their inso-

He has done evangelistic work in Glenrothes and lent attitude and humble themselves before the Lord. 
Glasgow, Scotland. He has preached the gospel in They must faithfully work and worship according to 
Musquiz and Minas, Mexico. his will...." 

He married Pamela Devoe Butler of Windom, He fills the shoes of men like Ben Franklin, 
Texas, in 1977. They have two children, Devona Moses Lard, Austin McGary, G. H. P. Showalter, 
Nicole and Jacob Orion. Foy Wallace, Jr. , G. K. Wallace, and Guy Woods. In 

Lindell Mitchell planned to be a social worker, these times, we desperately need men like Lindell 
but he discovered the beauty and power of preach- Mitchell. He is young, vibrant, intelligent, commit-
ing the unsearchable riches of the Lord. He is a ted, and talented. The future of the church is sure 
faithful, powerful evangelist. with men like Mitchell standing in the Old Paths 

Mitchell has written many articles for the Firm and "contending earnestly for the faith once for all 
Foundation-he is on the advisory staff of the pa- delivered to the saints." 
per. His forceful writings reveal a clear head, de- We are happy to recommend Lindell Mitchell to 
voted heart, quick wit, and strong will. His articles the brotherhood. He is sure to leave his mark on the 
are always colorful, reasonable, and based on bibli- church. Please use him freely. He is a valuable tool 
cal principles. One example is his potent article en- in the hand of the master carpenter of Galilee. Please 
titled "Baby Boomers, Won't You Please Come read his article in this issue of the Firm Foundation. 
Back" published in the January 1992 issue of the 
Fim1 Foundation. Mitchell was responding to the 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

The home is the oldest institu
tion on earth-appointed by the Cre
ator at the dawn of the world. In the 
beginning it was Adam and Eve
not Adam and Steve (man with man); 
nor Eve with Evelyn (woman with 
woman). God appointed one man for 

one woman for life (Matt. 19:8; 1 Cor. 7:39). 
"Let marriage be had in honor among all, and let 

the bed be undefiled: for fornicators and adulterers 
God will judge" (Heb. 13:4). Marriage is honorable, 
and wrongful sex will be repented of or punished. 
"Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not in
herit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither 
fornicators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abus
ers of themselves with men shall inherit the kingdom 
of God" (1 Cor. 6:9-11). "They who practice such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gal. 
5:19-21). Fornicators shall have their part in the lake 
that bums with fire and brimstone; which is the sec
ond death (Rev. 21:8). 

At the last great tribunal, all will be judged by 
what God has said in his word (John 12:48). It will 
not be what the civil law said, or what I think, or 
how I feel, but by what God revealed. Before that 
great day arrives, all need to hear what the Lord has 
said on the subject of marriage, divorce, and remar
riage. "Whosoever shall put away his wife, except 
for fornication, and shall marry another, comrnitteth 
adultery: and he that marrieth her when she is put 
away comrnitteth adultery" (Matt. 19:9). 

Another social evil is drunkenness. The drunkard 
is put with the fornicator, the adulterer, the murderer, 
and the thief as excluded from heaven (Gal. 5:21; 1 
Cor. 6: 10). "Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler; 
and whosoever erreth thereby is not wise" (Prov. 
20: 1). "Be not among winebibbers, among glutton
ous eaters of flesh: for the drunkard and the glutton 
shall come to poverty; and drowsiness will clothe a 
man with rags" (Prov. 23:20-21). "Look not thou 
upon the wine when it is red, when it sparkleth in the 

28 May 1992 
Firm Foundation 

cup, when it goeth down smoothly: at the last it 
biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder'' 
(Prov. 23:31-32). 

Think about this-25,000 people die each year 
on our highways because of drunken driving-and 
800,000 injured. The drunkard is slapped on the 
hand and given a lecture. 

Special Offers 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

The Bales-Deaver Debate 
This written debate took five years in the writing. It 

deals with the question: Does the Lord's law on mar
riage, specifically as set out in Matthew 19:9, apply to 
all men or only to those in the church? Is it the case that 
all responsible human beings are amenable to the gospel 
of Christ? 

Hardbound 500 pages 
Regularly $17.95 

Now only $13.95 
$2.00 shipping 

Commentaries on Psalms 
by Roy Deaver 

This 2-volume set covers in detail all the 150 psalms. 
Volume I contains Psalms 1-89; Volume II contains 
Psalms 90-150. Brother Deaver has worked on this ma
terial for 25 years. Studying these books will enrich 
your understanding and appreciation of the psalms. 

Regularly $25 per set 
Now only $19.95 
Sold as a set only. 

$3.00 shipping 

Order both from 
Firm Foundation 
PO Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 



DIRECTORY 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $ 150.00 
for 5 lines; $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 
lines. $375.00 for 8 lines. 

Send all correspondence to 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 

P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 
WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 II th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

CALIFORNIA 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6 170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinnelon Cyn. Rd. 9 1107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

nVENTYNINEPALMS, 72309LarreaAve., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or friends. 
Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. 

------
UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER
NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

central 
Cuuacu oFCnatsT 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

CAPE CORAL- CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 4720 SE 15th Ave., Unit 201. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 813-945-7060 or 
813-542-8839. ------
CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, II A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Billy R. Davidson. minister. 

GA INESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. 
Jeffcoat, evangelist. 

-----
JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (8 13) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Horne or Florida School or Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, 
evangelist. 

SEBRING-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 
McGhee, evangelist. 

GEORGIA 

ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 40 17 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 
299-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M .. 6 P.M. {I. I miles 
inside 1-285) 

BYRON-3 mi. from ex it 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 
( I mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(912) 956-3719, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 

DULUTH- DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke St., 558 11. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722- 1984, 722-187 1. 

MISSOURI 

BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
St. Sun. 8: IS A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. 
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

OHIO 

FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (5 13) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (5 13) 878- 1162. 

TENNESSEE 

MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38 11 8. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M .. 6 P.M .. Wed. 7 P.M .. Call 
(901) 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker, minister, (901) 
363-1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (8 17) 387-
353 1. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church 
St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
703-382-7777. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY. ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

Nichol's Pocket 
Bible 

Encyclopedia 
by 

Mr. & Mrs. C R. Nichol 

224 pages of useful 
information on a wide 

variety of Bible subjects. 
Small enough to fit into 

your pocket or purse. 

Paperback 
$2.25 

$1.50 shipping 

Order from 
Firm Foundation 
PO Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
817-498-8512 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church 
related mauer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, Tx 76095-7876. Ads must 
be received by the fifth or the month to appear in the next month's issue. Ads must be 
cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Minister wanted for small congregation in south 
Mississippi. House provided, but will need to furnish 
some of his support. Prefer a sound, experienced 
gospel preacher in his 50's or early 60's. Please 
send tape or resume to: Mendenhall Church of Christ, 
% Jackie Mullins, 6 11 Simpson Circle, Mendenhall, 
MS 39114. 

Preacher wanted with minimum of 5 to 10 years 
experience. Congregation of 60 plus without 
elders-but men with excellent potential. Full 
support; fast-growing community. Send resume and 
references to Dennis Mc intosh, PO Box 662, 
F:mnington Mo. 63640 

Small town in Arizona looking for full-time minister. 
Need a man with experience, aggressive for the work, 
a motivated teacher, grounded firm in the truth, not 
anti-cooperative. Small congregation, no house, 
salary negotiable (Approx. $ 1500 per month). Send 
resume ad/or video to Steve Christensen, 2 11 W. 
Wade, Payson, AZ 85541. (602) 474-4207. 

Santa Fe Church of Christ seeks a mature gospel 
preacher who is well-grounded in the word. Full
lime position with competitive salary, benefits, house, 
and utilities provided. Please write: Santa Fe Church 
of Christ, PO Box 4273, Santa Fe, NM 87502, to 
request information on the application process. 

Help! We a rc a very small church of Christ 
congregation located in Duncan, AZ. We are looking 
for a semi-retired or partially self-supportive preacher. 
Salary negotiable with 2-bedroom house, washer & 
dryer, and utilities included. If interested, please call 
602-687- 142 1 or write to Church of Christ, PO Box 
125, Duncan, AZ 85534. 

30 

Do you have a friend 
who would enjoy 

a subscription to the 
Firm Foundation? 

Why not order one to
day? 

A subscription is 
$15 a year. 
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POSITIONS WANTED 
Energetic couple would like to work with con
gregation while continuing education. Desire to 
remain located for 2 yrs. then enter foreign fi eld. 
Need congregation within 100 miles of Montgomery. 
AL or Henderson, TN. Previous training at M.S.O.P. 
and F.H.U. Contact: Anthony Brown, Rt. 7, Box 
463, Sparta, TN 38583, 615-935-25 11. 

FOR SALE 

FOR SALE: HERMENEUTICAL AGNOSTICISM, 
A critique of subjectivism in Biblical Interpretation. 
$9.00ppd. to Major Premise Books, 11026 Wurzbach 
Road, San Antonio, TX 78230. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free lis t send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 G ibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lylc,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Chris tian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

PREACHER'S LIBRARY. Send 2 S.A.S.E.'s #10, 
268 1 Beechwood, Camden AR 71701. 

"WHY SHOULD YOU BELIEVE IN JESUS 
CHRIST?"--Latest tract for personal evangelism; for 
FREE sample copy, send long SASE to: Ex urn Press, 
POB 973, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0973 or call 815-
455-3796. 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather- $18.00 

Postage Appreciated 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone (805) 721-8925 

12 10 9th Ave. 
Delano, CA 93215 

MISCELLANEOUS 
STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale--an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299- 1475. 

THE "BAS IC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC 
SYSTEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
inr:~easing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
59 16 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 2085 1 

Please give us the books and Bibles you no longer 
need or use, and we w ill ship them to missionaries 
and schools of preaching overseas. Attalla Church 
of Christ. 503 Hughes Ave., Attalla, AL 35954. 205-
547-8053, 205-538-1837. 

Homeschool newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Pell City, AL 
35125 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 
HOUSEPARENTS 

Contact 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 

Where the Saints 
Meet 

A directory of the churches of 
Christ 

1991 Edition 

$10.95 

$2.50 shipping for 1 book 

$1.00 each additional book 

Order from 
Box 210876 

Bedford,TX 76095-7876 
817-498-8512 
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Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship 
"Christ and His Church" 

June 7-11, 1992 
Northridge Church of Christ 

2211 Needmore Road Dayton, Ohio 45414 
Phone 513-274-6801 
Fred Davis, Director 

Sunday, June 7, 1992 Wednesday, June 10, /992 

GUS EOFF 

9:30AM ..... Why I Believe in God ............................ ......... Fred Davis 9:00AM ...... More Love for God ............................... ... Raymond Hagood 
10:30 AM ..... Christ's Concern for the Wayward ................. Hershel Wilson 10:00 AM ...... The Purity of Life .................................... Ron Cosby 
7:00PM ...... Elders-Duties and Responsibilities ............... David Brown II :00 AM ...... Leadership in the ..................................... . 
8:00 PM ...... Trials and Tribulation of the Church ............ Local Church ............. ............................... Johnie Scaggs 

............ from the Beginning ........... ............................... Eddie Whitten I :30 PM ....... Elders-Do They Have Authority 
Monday, June 8, 1992 ............ in the Local Church? ..... ...... ..... ..... ........... Wayne Coats 

9:00AM ..... New Testament Teaching on Giving .............. Richard Melson 2:30PM ....... The Preacher and His Work .................... Holger Neubauer 
10:00 AM ..... Lord's Supper ................... ............................... Bruce Ziebhart 3:30PM ....... Deacons-Duties and 
I I :00 AM ..... Christ and His Teaching on Hell .................... Jim Mitchell ............ Responsibilities .... ............... ................ ...... Tom Bright 
I :30 PM ...... Chris t and His Teaching on Heaven .......... ..... John Barcus 7:00PM ....... Congregational Singing 
2:30 PM ...... 1l1e Challenge of the Local Church to the 7:30PM ....... Why I Believe in the Inspiration 

... ......... Great Commission ..................... ...................... Denton Landon ............ of the Bible ............................................... Winford Claiborne 
3:30 PM ...... 1l1e Plan of Salvation-Man's Part ................ Jimmy Clark 8:30 PM ....... The Christian Home ................................. H.A. (Buster) Dobbs 
7:00PM ...... Congregational Singing Tflursday, June 11, / 992 
7:30PM ...... Authority in Religion ....... .......... ...... .... ..... ...... . Winfred Clark 
8:30 PM ...... Let Us Rise Up and Build .......... ............... ..... . Ji m Boyd 

9:00AM .... .. Biblical Teaching on the Role 
............ of Women in the Church' ......................... Lynn Matheny 

Tuesday, June 9, 1992 10:00 AM ...... Grace, Faith, and .......................... .......... .. 
9:00 AM ..... What Kind of Music Docs God Authorize ............ Law .... ................. .......... ............................ Gene Carrell 

............ in the New Testament Worship? ..................... Gus Eoff II :00 AM ...... Biblical Teaching on Marriage ................ Steve Wiggins 
10:00 AM ..... Why I Believe in Jesus Christ .............. ........... Don Treadway 1:30PM ....... The Purity of Doctrine ........................ ..... Noah Hackworth 
II :00 AM ..... The Second Coming of Christ ......................... Terry Varner 2:30 PM ....... Is Truth Attainable ................................... John Baldwin 
I :30 PM ...... Christ and His Preaching ................................. Charles Pugh 3:30PM ...... . The Church Through the Eyes 
2:30 PM ...... Redemption for a Lost World .... ..................... Roger Jackson ............ of the Prophets ........ .................................. Emanuel Daugherty 
3:30PM ...... Will the Church Survive? ................................ Tom Wacaster 7:00PM ....... Congregational Singing 
7:00PM ...... Congregational Singing 7:30PM ....... Upon What Can Our Young 
7:30 PM ...... Who Is My Neighbor? ............................... ...... Garland Elkins ............ People Depend .......................................... Glenn Colley 
8:30PM ...... Love- I Corinthians 13 ...... ................ ............ Joe Gilmore 8:30PM ....... Young People for the Church .................. Gary Colley 

Luncfl sened at noon, Monday---Tflursday by rile ladies of Nortflridge 
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The Virgin Birth-Myth or Miracle? 
By Guy N. Woods 

The virgin birth, for the devout Bible believer, is 
one of the most cherished and, at the same time, one 
of the most essential features of our faith. Believed, 
every important characteristic of the movement for 
which our Saviour died falls easily and properly into 
place; rejected, it is, and must ever be, but another of 
the world's false religions. Here, faith is put on trial; 
at this point is determined whether one accepts the 
miraculous on which so much is to follow in the 
sacred narrative, or repudiates it, and all the rest as 
fanciful and mythical stories. 

It is, therefore, not surprising that the radical 
school of historical criticism, to which everything 
smacking of the supernatural is distasteful, should 
attack, with special vehemence, the narratives of the 
virgin birth of our Lord. These devotees of disbelief 
have long been with us, and their attacks on the 
historic faith have often been effectively refuted; more 
recently and from among us have risen those so en
amored with "modern speech" versions of the scrip
tures (whose translators were often of the school of 
destructive higher criticism), that they reject the doc
Cn"ne that the Lord is the only begotten Son of God 
and deny that his birth of a virgin is a part of Messi
anic predictions. 

Specifically, they a llege that in the g reat 
Emmanuel prophecy of Isaiah 7:14, "Therefore the 
Lord himself shall give you a sign; behold a virgin 

shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Emanuel," as older versions render it, the pas
sage should more properly read, "a young woman 
shall conceive and bear a son .... " Since a "young 
woman" is not necessarily "virgin," they would thus 
strike from that preeminently vital prophecy the doc
trine of the virgin birth of Christ. That which prompts 
the effort of the higher critics is obvious: if they can 
succeed in ridding the prophecy of Isaiah of any 
suggestion of virginity in the birth of Jesus, the way 
opens to them to deny all supernaturalism in the birth 
of the child mentioned in the prophecy. This is pre
cisely the procedure of those among us who question 
the traditional rendering, who insist that the fulfill
ment was local and current with the utterance of the 
prophecy, and who urge that "young woman" more 
properly translates the Hebrew original than does the 
word virgin. 

Their effort fail s for a number of reasons: (I) 
Hebrew literature furnishes no instance of the word 
almah (rendered "virgin" in Isaiah 7:14), to indicate 
a married woman or a non-virgin. An induction drawn 
from all of its biblical occurrences necessitates the 
conclusion that it can mean only "an unmarried 
woman and a true virgin": (Psalms 68:15 ["dam
sels"]; Exodus 2:8 ["maid"]; Proverbs 30:19 ["maid"]; 
Genesis 24:43 ["virgin"]; Song of Solomon I :3, 6:8 
["virgins"]; Isaiah 7:14 ["virgin"]). Martin Luther, in 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial .-

Is the Church a 
Denolllination? (Part 5) 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The church is not a denomination. The 
church is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23). 
His body must not be mutilated. To butcher the 
body of the Lord is unthinkable. It is sin to 
divide the body of Jesus. There may be classifi
cations within the church-men, women, chil
dren, black, white, Jew, Gentile-but in Christ 

they are all one (Gal. 3:28). The church may exist in many 
places, but it is still essentially and fundamentally one. All the 
saved in the world, in Hades, and in heaven are united in the one 
body, which is the church of Christ. "There is one body" (Eph. 
4:4). 

The one true church of God on earth may be known by any 
careful observer. She is known by her high moral standard and by 
her pure doctrine and practice. The church is sanctified because it 
is clean. The church is clean because it has been washed by water 
with the word. The church is to be without spot or wrinkle. She is 
to be holy and have no defect. She must be pure in what she says 
and what she does. 

Paul stated it this way: "Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself up for it; that he might sanctify it, having cleansed it 
by the washing of water with the word, that he might present the 
church to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish" 
(Eph 5:25-27). 

A church full of homosexuals, liars, thieves, and drunkards is 
not the church of Christ. "The fearful, and unbelieving, and abomi
nable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idola
ters, and all liars, their part shall be in the lake that bumeth with 
fire and brimstone; which is the second death" (Rev. 21 :8). They 
are not the church. Some of them may have once been members 
of the sacred body of Jesus, but they "went out from us, because 
they were not of us" ( 1 John 2: 19). 

A church that teaches a perverted doctrine is not the church of 
Christ. Those who say the sinner is saved before baptism teach a 
perversion of the gospel. Those who claim that sprinkling is an 
acceptable substitute for baptism teach error. Those who change 



the simple New Testament pattern for the organization of the 
church teach falsely. Those who change the worship of the church 
and attempt to praise God with machinery are wrong. Any one 
teaching or believing anything that is not authorized in the New 
Covenant is an enemy of the cross, has no hope, and is without 
God in the world. It is as important for the church to be pure in 
doctrine as it is for her to be pure in conduct and character. 

Simply stated, the church, in order to be the one true church 
of Christ, must be right in word and deed. The standard for hu
man conduct on earth is the revealed word of God and that same 
standard will judge us in the last day. We dare not go wrong on 
this vital point. 

There are those who seem bent on confusing the solitary 
nature of the church and making havoc of the teaching of the 
New Testament. One ploy used to deceive the unsuspecting is to 
muddle the matter by mixing commands with opinions. If people 
are misled into thinking that optional things are requirements but 
that commanded things are electives, they end up scattered and 
flustered. 

The difference between commands and vain speculation is 
generally obvious to the devout and sincere. It is ghost and phan
tom to the impious who are ambitious to beguile the innocent. 
They look intently at substance and shade and cannot tell which 
is which. 

A generous application of sanctified common sense en
ables us to distinguish between things that are indifferent and 
things that are required. Josh Billings said, "Common sense is 
instinct and enough of it is genius." 

Here is an example: "Seeing the multitudes, he went up into 
the mountain: and when he had sat down, his disciples came unto 
him: and he opened his mouth and taught them, saying, Blessed 
are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 
5: 1-3). What is the critical teaching in this passage that must be 
faithfully followed to be pleasing to God? (A) Being a part of a 
multitude. (B) Going up the mountain. (C) Sitting down. (D) The 
poor in spirit are blessed. 

The ordinary person of good judgment understands what is 
essential and what is superfluous in the passage. To argue that the 
multitude, the mountain, or the sitting are the critical ingredients 
is an exercise in silliness. To focus on the background informa
tion and lose sight of the supreme happiness of humility is to 
wrest the scriptures to one's destruction. 

Another pitfall is failure to understand tradition. The word 
tradition means "instruction handed down." Jesus uses the ex
pression tradition of men as equivalent to "precepts or command
ments of men" (Mark 7:7-8). The idea in the word is instruction 
handed down from one generation to another, whether in spoken 
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language or in writing. A tradition may be of divine 
origin and therefore binding (2 Thess. 2: 15; 3:6). It 
may be from men and therefore not binding. To bind 
God-given instruction handed down from generation 
to generation is proper and necessary. To bind the 
tradition of men is wrong and vain. 

The order in which the five items of worship are 
observed in a worship assembly is not given in the 
Bible. It follows that any order is correct Many con
gregations have adopted a particular arrangement and 
follow it faithfully. Other local churches may use 
great variety in how the five acts of worship are 
arranged. 

It is as wrong for those who practice variety in 
the order of worship to condemn those who do not 
as it is for those who follow the same order at every 
assembly to reject those who prefer change in the 
pattern. It is a matter of choice because the New 
Testament does not give a divine tradition. Our wor
ship must be decent, orderly, and free from confu
sion, but the exact order in which the acts of wor
ship are to be observed is not critical. 

To make a binding human tradition out of change 
in the order of worship is sinful. It is equally wrong 
to bind a specific order for worship. The test to de
termine whether a thing is required to keep the church 
from being denominational or whether that thing is 

optional and variety can be allowed is whether it is a 
command of the Lord. 

The demonstration of the undenominational char
acter of the church is its loyalty to the teaching of 
the Bible. What the apostles of Jesus bind on the 
church is approved in heaven, and what the apostles 
of Jesus loose is loosed in heaven (Matt. 16:19). No 
mortal has the right to bind what God has loosed nor 
to loose what God has bound. 

Following the rule of strict adherence to Bible 
teaching is the only course that will keep the church 
undivided, pure, and strong. If some depart from this 
principle and go away from the church, the unity of 
the church is undisturbed. When Lee Harvey Oswald 
defected to Russia, that did not change anything that 
was right and good about America. If some men 
prove faithless, God is still faithful. 

It is not a question of many or few, but it is a 
question of hearing and doing the will of the heav
enly father (Matt. 7:21). If we walk in· "heaven's 
light, shun the wrong and do the right," we will be 
united in a bond of love for truth, for God, and for 
each other, that no power on earth can shake. 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

The Virgin Birth-Myth or Miracle? 
(continued from page 1) 

his characteristic style, once said, "If a Jew or Chris
tian can prove to me that in any passage of scripture 
almah means "a married woman," I will give him 
one hundred Florins." Orr, in his classic work on the 
subject, quotes Luther's statement and adds signifi
cantly that the one hundred florins have never been 
claimed! (2) Even more significant, however, is the 
fact that about three hundred years before the Lord 
came to the earth the Septuagint translators rendered 
the word almah by the Greek word parthonos which 
can only signify "a virgin." The irresistible force of 
this is apparent when it is considered that the Septu
agint version is a translation from Hebrew into Greek 
and was done by some of the most eminent scholars 
of the Hebrew people. Let it be remembered also that 
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this translation was done before there was any argu
ment over the meaning of the word, or any reason for 
a Jew to evade its obvious and proper import. 

(3) Most significant of all, and conclusive of 
argument in rising above all reasonable doubt that 
the prophecy of Isaiah regarding the birth of a virgin, 
is Matthew's inspired commentary thereon. After 
having related the details of the Lord's birth, he added, 
"Now all of this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, say
ing, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us" 
(Matt. 1:18-23). Not to be overlooked is the Ameri
can Standard Version's rendering of Matthew's state-



ment, "Behold the virgin shall be with child .... " The 
specific virgin of Isaiah's prophecy-and not an
other! Being Emmanuel ("God with us"), he can be 
no other than our Lord who came down from heaven 
and who entered upon this existence by being born 
of the virgin Mary. 

Matthew's unquestioned affrrmation thus (a) dem
onstrates that the birth of Jesus to Mary establishes 
the messianic character of Isaiah 7:14; (b) identifies 
the virgin of the passage with Mary: and (c) proves 
that any translation of Isaiah 7: 14, by any word or 
words signifying anything less than the virginal char
acter of the Lord's earthly mother (as do most of the 
so-called modem speech versions of the Bible), is 
both false and fatal to one's faith. 

It is painful, and the situation ought to occasion 
the most serious thought and action on the part of 
those who love the Lord and respect the truth of his 
word, that there are those among us, in ever increas
ing numbers, who are being influenced greatly by 
liberal and modernistic theologians to deny the Mes
sianic character of Isaiah 7: 14. Our Christian schools 
were, by much sacrifice on the part of faithful breth
ren, established to defend the faith, and they have 
been in times past bastions of truth in the fight for a 
pure faith and a faultless practice. Their potential in 
this respect is exceedingly great; their ability to influ
ence and to lead away from the primitively pure 
gospel is equally awesome; and it should never be 
forgotten that these institutions have been in the fore
front of every major apostate movement that has 
plagued the churches of Christ. Men have no right, 
either morally, legally, or spiritually to teach error 
who have been employed to teach the truth; and 
those who yearn for forbidden paths and who prate 
of academic freedom should also remember that there 
is such a thing as academic honesty, and if they 
cannot conscientiously teach that for which they ac
cepted employment, they ought to have the candor 
and the decency to quit-not corrupt unsuspecting 
children of Christian parents who often do not learn 
until too late that their offspring have been offered 
up on the altars of liberalism, modernism, and per-
missiveness. 
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The Koran and the Bible~
A Striking Contrast 

By Jerry Moffitt 

An unbeliever recently asked why we give more 
credence to the Bible than to the Koran. Both books 
claim to be Holy, he said. This prompted me to study 
the Koran. The edition I used was by Penguin Clas
sics, translated by N.J. Dawood, 1974. First, let us 
have a little background. 

Islam 
Mohammed, a self-styled prophet of Allah (the 

god of Islam), founded the religion in 570 A.D. After 
his fli'St wife died, he married two wives-one a 
Jewess and the other a Christian. He believed in 
physical force to expand his religion. We can see the 
effects of his aggressive notions today in the middle 
east. 

The pillars of Islam consist of these practices: 
1. Prayer five times a day. 
2. Almsgiving. 
3. Fasting. 
4. Pilgrimage to Mecca. 
The Koran claims to be a set of visions given by 

Allah to Mohammed over a period of years. The 
sayings were gathered into a canon by a committee 
of editors 644-56 A.D., to form the Koran (Reading). 
We will investigate some readings from the Koran 
and contrast them with the Bible. 

God 
The God of the Koran, Allah, is different from 

the loving heavenly Father revealed in the Bible. 
Robert H. Glover says, "Far from being the loving 
and beneficent God of the Christian, Allah is an 
unfeeling despot, infinitely removed from his crea
tures, with no mediator between." In the Koran, Al
lah is a human ruler with supernatural powers. Prayers 
and rituals earn Allah's blessings as of a debt, and 
not of grace. Allah does not love sinners: "Allah does 
not love the treacherous or the sinful" (Koran, p. 
378). Paul said, "God commendeth his own love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us" (Rom. 5:8). 
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Religious Warfare 
Christianity grows by preaching the powerful 

gospel, which gives truth a victory over error. Jesus 
said, "My kingdom is not of this world: if my king
dom were of this world, then would my servants 
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews" 
(John 18:36). Paul said, "For though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war according to the flesh (for the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but 
mighty before God to the casting down of strong
holds)" (2 Cor. 10:3-4). 

Islam says, "If you do not fight He [Allah] will 
punish you sternly" (Koran, p. 324). The old Norse 
prayer is acceptable to Allah: "Oden, Oden, if you 
will, give me strength that I may kill!" Jesus said, 
"Ye have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth: but I say unto you, Resist not 
him that is evil: but whosoever smiteth thee on thy 
right cheek, tum to him the other also ... but I say unto 
you, Love your enemies" (Matt. 5:38-44). The Koran 
says, "If any one attacks you, attack him as he at
tacked you" (Koran, p. 352); and, "When you meet 
the unbelievers in the battlefield, strike off their head" 
(Koran, p. 124); and again, "I shall cast terror into the 
hearts of the infidels. Strike off their heads, maim 
them in every limb" (Koran, p. 315). 

Men and Women 
"The head of the woman is the man" (1 Cor. 

11 :3). Still, "ye are all one man in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 
3:28). In the Koran we read, "Men have authority 
over women because Allah has made the one supe
rior to the other'' (Koran, p. 370). It adds, "try as you 
may, you cannot treat all your wives impartially" 
(Koran, p. 380). 

Sundry Sayings 
Drunkenness is a sinful work of the flesh (Gal. 

5:21). Drunkards will not enter the kingdom of God 
(1 Cor. 6:10). The Koran says drunkenness is all 



right, unless you are praying .... "Believers, do not 
approach your prayers when you are drunk, but wait 
until you can grasp the meaning of your words" 
(Koran, p. 371). 

It is amusing to see how ineptly Mohammed 
treats the Bible. He just can't get it right. Everything 
Mohammed touches doesn't tum to gold but to ab
surdity. On John the Baptist, the Koran says, "He 
shall be called John; a name no man has borne before 
him" (Koran, p. 32). Peter's father was John (John 
1 :42). There is a Johanan (Hebrew for John) in 2 
Kings 25:23. 

Notice: "And thereupon the billows rolled be
tween them, and Noah's son was drowned" (Koran, 
p. 136). I venture to think you were not aware of that, 
were you? How about this: "It was he who created 
man from water'' (Koran, p. 212). "Allah created 
every beast from water" (Koran, p. 218). 

If the Lord wills, we will continue; but this is 
enough for me to know that Mohammed is a false 
prophet and the Koran a crude fraud. 

2009 Wildcat Drive 
P. 0. Box 1275 

Portland, TX 78374 

(Editor's note: There are many English transla
tions of the Koran. The most notable are Sale ( 1734 ), 
Rodwell (1861), Palmer (1880), Pickthall (1950), 
Arberry ( 1983 ). Jerry Moffitt is using Dawood ( 1974 ). 
The page references may differ from translation to 
translation. The Moslems say that no translation is 
proper, and to understand the Koran one must read 
it in Arabic, which is like saying that to understand 
the Bible one must read it in Hebrew and Greek-We 
suspect Moslems would prefer for us not to read the 
Koran in any language-Dobbs). 

Taking Issue 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Few registered shock when C. Leonard Allen 
levelled stinging charges at the Lord's church in his 
combative book entitled The Cruciform Church. 
Abilene Christian University Press' publishing this 
indefensible attack on God's people did not seem to 
alarm the brotherhood. When major publishing houses 
serving the church elected to advertise and sell the 
book, they apparently met no serious opposition. 
Allen's charges ranged from accusing God's people 
of being ignorant of their history, to ignoring the 
story of the cross, to being ignorant of literary forms 
employed by biblical writers, to running roughshod 
over those forms in feeble attempts at interpretation 
because of a misguided attachment to Baconian ra
tionalism. 

We are allegedly guilty of being pugnacious de
bate-all-comers rationalistic inductivists who are not 
open to the Spirit's doing something mysterious. Not 
until Allen's blistering attack on the church was re
viewed in the Firm Foundation and other publica
tions was there significant controversy, and it envel
oped those who questioned his bizarre assertions. 

When Jeff Walling stood in the presence of the 
1990 Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop, he provided an 
infantile exegesis of John 17:20-21 saying: 

" ... The first odd thing I want you to note in the 
text is what Jesus doesn't say when he says 'they.' 
He doesn't say that 'the obedient might be one.' He 
doesn't say that 'the church-of-Christers might be 
one.' Who does he ask would be united, would be 
one? 'I pray for those who will go to church'? No, 
no, no. 'I pray for those who will be baptized'? Oddly 
enough, 'I pray for those who believe in me' .. .1 want 
you to wrestle with the fact that the text says, 'believ
ers.' Those who say, 'Yes, Jesus is the Christ; Yes, he 
is divine; Yes, he is Lord' .. .1 will tell you what: in 
order to preach the text, we can't get into this lesson 
without appreciating the fact that Jesus asks that we 
would throw a calf rope around all those who just 
believe in him, and pray, and work, for the unity of 
all believers." 

It did not produce a universal furor among the 
Lord's people. He is still prominently featured as a 
worthy example for our teens on programs like the 
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Central Texas Teen Summit hosted by the A&M 
Church of Christ in College Station, Texas. 

No storm of protest arose when Gayle Napier 
stood on the campus of David Lipscomb University 
and said: 

"I think one of the biggest problems I see in the 
church of Christ is that we have so distorted this idea 
of headship and submission that we've created a 
pathological marriage model." Not until brother 
Napier was quoted and asked to provide data sub
stantiating his ridiculous statements did opposition 
arise, and it was directed at those calling either for 
proof of the charges or their retraction. It did not 
seem to upset brethren that such vile erroneous state
ments were quoted in the Nashville Tennessean. Evi
dently it was not shocking to learn that the story was 
picked up by the Religious News Service and made 
available to virtually every major metropolitan news
paper in the country. The Houston Post carried it and 
who knows how many more? No matter that the 
church of Christ was violated and held up for ridi
cule; what really raised the ire of a few Christians 
was quoting Napier's words and refuting his absurd 
charges. For some it would seem that this places one 
on a level with denying the faith and being worse 
than an infidel. 

People making wild charges without any sup
porting evidence should know that they are inviting 
public circuity. No competent adult is so naive as to 
believe he can mount a vicious attack on others with
out being resisted. Anyone who has advanced aca
demic degrees should be well acquainted with the 
concept of peer review. If one does not wish to have 
his positions critiqued, he should not put them before 
the public. If he wishes to avoid the embarrassment 
of having his errors publicly exposed, he should know 
whereof he speaks before entering the public arena. 
This requires the ability to provide credible evidence 
supporting one's position and strenuously avoiding 
the temptation to sensationalize an issue or manufac
ture statistics. 

When these fundamental rules are not observed, 
those who love the truth are forced to expose the 
error. They owe it to the cause of truth, to the advo
cate of error, and to those he will mislead if not 
corrected. Because of great potential for harm, the 
error must be exposed as publicly as taught. 
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For example, suppose a second-grade teacher 
writes 2+2= on the chalk-board and asks one of her 
students to come up and write the correct answer. 
When the student responds, he places the number 
five on the board~ He has made an obvious error in 
the presence of the entire class. If his teacher lets the 
answer stand, the whole class will be misled. If she 
takes the student aside for private correction he will 
benefit from it, but the rest of the class will remain in 
error. For the sake of everyone involved, the teacher 
must correct the student before the class, preferably 
at the moment the error occurs. No matter how she 
sugar-coats it, the errant student will experience some 
momentary embarrassment. However, this is much 
preferred to prolonged ignorance for the entire class. 
As obviously true as this principle is, it is not univer
sally accepted when dealing with sp,iritual matters. 

In an attempt to stifle public dissent, brethren 
misuse the Lord's instructions in Matt. 18:15-17: 

"Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word may be established. And 
if he neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but 
if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee 
as an heathen man and a publican." Christians who 
are rabid in their advocacy of nonconfrontational 
Christianity become viciously confrontational with 
those who contend earnestly for the faith (Jude 3). 
They allege that this passage makes it unscriptural to 
confront an error publicly taught until you have per
sonally contacted the false teacher. Not until after 
this contact can you fight the effect of the falsehood, 
regardless of how onerous or widely disseminated. 

If Matt. 18:15-17 so teaches, we must all thus 
teach; if it does not, we dare not pervert God's word. 
The most cursory examination of the passage shows 
that Jesus was discussing personal offenses occurring 
in a local setting. This text is not remotely concerned 
with instances of errant Christians spreading false 
doctrine to the detriment of the Lord's cause. 

In this passage the offense involved is a "tres
pass" by one Christian against another. The one of
fended is obligated to face and rebuke his brother in 
an effort to restore the relationship. If unsuccessful, 



one or two more brothers must be included in the 
ongoing discussion in an attempt to bring the of
fender to his senses. If it happens that this too is 
unsuccessful, the issue must be taken before the church 
for public consideration. Failing here, the church has 
no recourse but to withdraw fellowship from the er
rant brother. 

Consider a simple illustration showing how this 
can apply only to localized personal offenses. Think 
about applying all of the legislation to situations in
volving widely taught false doctrine. Suppose a Chris
tian in Maine reads this article and concludes I have 
committed an offense against him and the entire 
church. Advocates of the absurd theory under review 
would deny him the right of publishing any word of 
disagreement until he has personally contacted me. If 
I persist in my position, he is obligated to bring at 
least two brethren down to Texas to help him correct 
my befuddled mind. If I refuse to budge (as I will 
surely do), he has no choice but to bring the matter 
before the church. But what church will he bring it 
before? He is not going to bring it before the church 
here in Livingston, because the elders will not allow 
it. I most definitely am not going to appear before a 
congregation to be charged with heresy before a bunch 
of Yankees. I never cross the Mason-Dixon line with
out a compelling reason! Remember too that while 
the offended brother and his entourage are flying 
back and forth from Maine to Texas I can freely 
propagate my views. What an utterly foolish concept 
ofMatthew 18:15-17! 

Not only is this view foolish, it is inconsistent 
with the practice of the apostolic church. Repeatedly 
in instances of error that was publicly taught there 
was immediate public correction. Who seriously thinks 
Paul personally contacted the incestuous brother of 
First Corinthians five before instructing the church 
concerning her responsibilities in the matter? Did he 
violate Matthew 18:15-17 when he warned Timothy 
of the errors advocated by Hymenaeus and Philetus 
concerning the resurrection (2 Tim. 2: 15-18)? Did 
Paul sin when he publicly rebuked Phygellus and 
Hennogenes who turned the saints in Asia against 
him? Was he obligated to talk with these false teach
ers before publicizing their actions (2 Tim. I: 15)? 
Not only is this foolish view inconsistent with the 
practice of the early church, but no advocate of this 

convoluted view known to me attempts complete 
application of the Lord's instructions. They use it as 
a club to stifle opposition. If they are unable to force 
your silence, they slip about behind your back wag
ging their tongues about how you did not observe 
Matthew 18:15-17. In their pious indignation they 
never contact you personally. Nor do they bring any 
witnesses to help them· seek your correction. The 
dispute never ends up before a church. 

If any part of this text applies to cases of false 
doctrine that was publicly advocated, then every part 
of it applies. It is not enough to take the first step of 
making personal contact and then letting the matter 
drop if the conflict is not successfully resolved. We 
do not have the option of picking those portions of 
the passage which suit our fancy and ignoring the 
rest. 

The disposition to apologize for and protect any 
one who teaches error makes one party to the sin, 
and God will deal with him accordingly at Judgment. 
May we never rend the words of God in a vain effort 
to cover our own cowardice. Remember, "Cowards 
die many times before their death; the valiant never 
taste of death but once." Paul's words will forever 
settle the question for all who respect inspired testi
mony: "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them" 
(Rom. 16:17). P. 0. Box316 
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Brother Coats Calls Names 
By Wayne Coats 

In a recent meeting of elders in a Middle Ten
nessee town, the topic of discussion centered around 
the matter of having a lectureship with various speak
ers. As I understand, one man was going to pay most 
of the expenses involved, and this indeed was a mag
nanimous gesture. When the brethren began to con
sider the suggested speakers one brother stated, "We 
don' t want brother Coats. He calls names." 

I once was a bit chagrined at some of the things 
my brethren would say, but not any more. When the 
dear brother said, "We don't want brother Coats," 
whose name did he call? It appears that it might not 
be the correct thing for brother Coats to call names, 
but it is fine for others to do so! We see too much of 
this spirit which expresses itself in condemning oth
ers for condemning, objecting to others for object
ing, being negative toward those who are negative, 
while saying " ... everybody's thinking positive." 

In some lectureships where I speak, the very na
ture of the subjects assigned demands that names be 
called. In some assigned subjects there would be no 
point in calling names except as needed to identify 
which Bible character wrote specific verses or per
formed various acts. 

Why would brother Coats call names? There 
could be several reasons. It should be self evident 
that brother Coats is not afraid of his shadow. No, I 
do not claim to be the bravest man in the world, but 
I do claim to have the truth, preach the truth, and 
love the truth, and I am not afraid to make an effort 
to defend the truth. If anyone refuses to call names, 
I pray that it may not be due to fear. 

Why would brother Coats call names? The world 
is full and running over with fal se teachers of every 
stripe and hue. Modernism and liberalism are on a 
rampage in the church. The sheep skin market can
not provide enough covers for the ravening wolves 
who would destroy the flock (Acts 20:29). If there 
are no wolves, let us not be bothered. If there are 
wolves, shall we call them lambs? Too many breth-
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ren are like Red Riding Hood with her basket of 
cookies. In her ignorance she was ready to feed 
cookies to the wolf. I wonder where little "Hood" 
worshipped and what kind of preaching she heard. 
She didn't know a wolf when she saw one, and 
neither would some of our modern "Hoods" who 
despise the church of my Lord. 

Why would brother Coats call names? It could 
be to be like that man who lived some two thousand 
years ago. I'd better not print his name lest some be 
offended. That man identified the false teachers who 
sought to destroy him and his work. He even had 
one of his own select company who turned into a 
traitor. I shall not give the traitor's name either. 

There was a peerless apostle who was impris
oned in Rome. Ah, but he suffered much as he stood 
before governors and kings. That old man could not 
have spoken on some modernized lectureships be
cause he called names. In one of his letters to a 
young preacher the old apostle spoke of two repro
bates who made shipwreck of the faith and were 
blasphemous. Do you think I should tell the names 
of those fellows and the name of the young preacher 
who was advised of their actions? That would be 
calling names. Two more fal se teachers were named 
in a second letter to the young preacher. Their words 
would eat as a cancer. Who wants to be bothered 
about cancerous words when it can be much more 
fun to belittle and put down those who would try to 
warn against such heretics, false brethren, and trai
tors? 

The old prisoner in Rome said that one of the 
brothers had forsaken him. The world was too allur
ing. Another brother did much evil to the aged saint, 
and the aged saint even called the name of that 
renegade. 

I am reminded of another forlorn and lonely 
apostle who tried to help the church by writing a 
letter, but there was one fellow who wanted to have 
the pree·minence among the brethren. He would not 



receive the apostle and " ... forbiddeth them that 
would .... " If the apostles were rejected, why should I 
feel disconsolate if I am not received by some brother 
who also " .. .forbiddeth them that would"? 

When we stand in defense of truth and identify 
false teachers, whose side are we on? Whose ex
ample are we following? When we forbid the nam
ing of false teachers, on what Biblical basis do we 
try to stand? 

I have just returned from a lectureship where I 
sat through an "Open Forum." As it turned out, the 
forum was not very "open." The young fellow who 
seemed to be in charge of the forum, who set forth 
the guidelines for the forum, and who introduced the 
moderator of the forum, specifically directed, "We 
will not call names." 

Have we come to this impasse? Please give me 
one inkling of a hint of Biblical teaching that we 
cannot call names. How in heaven's name can any 
man meet the demands of the Holy Spirit of God and 
not call names? The Bible teaches, "Now I beseech 
you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and 
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned, and avoid them" (Rom. 16:17). Did Paul 
mean to mark the false teacher on the bottom of his 
foot with a piece of chalk? Was Paul just making a 
puny suggestion? 

The inspired penman wrote, "Do I now persuade 
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men or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet 
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ 
(Gal. 1:10). What do brethren think and how do 
they reason relative to the above scripture when they 
attempt to impose the gag rule on others? More
over, when brethren allow themselves to be sub
jected and subservient to some foolish gag rule, 
how can we ever expect to please God? The whole 
scheme is a senseless effort to please men! If not, 
why not? 

Brethren, I have as much culture, as many man
ners, as much belief in Christian ethics, respect for 
the rights of others, and knowledge of how to treat 
my brethren as well as any among us-but till heaven 
and earth shall pass, I do not intend to lay aside my 
Bible with all its teaching relative to false teachers, 
have a muzzle put on my mouth, submit to some 
fearful brother;s gag rule, or join in with the silent 
marchers. 

If I can prevail upon "what's her name" (mustn't 
call her name) to type this piece, it might be pos
sible to get some "secret pal" to publish it In case 
anyone should care to write in response, be sure to 
leave my name off the envelope. We must not caU 
names! 
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I 

The Holy Spirit and Some 
First Century Disciples· 

A Study of Spiritual Gifts 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Introduction. 
A. The apostles of Jesus received a direct out

pouring of the Holy Spirit administered by 
Jesus (Matt. 3:11; Acts 2:33). 
1. The apostles of Jesus were empow

ered to administer secondary gifts 
from the Holy Spirit by laying their 
hands on some selected first-century 
disciples. 
a. The expression "secondary gifts" 

means the gifts came from the 
Holy Spirit through the apostles 
to a second person or persons. 

B. There are specific instances where second
ary gifts from the Holy Spirit are men
tioned. 
1. Gifts to the Samaritans recorded in 

Acts 8:9-19. 
a. Note verse 18 ("Simon saw that 

through the apostles hands the 
Holy Spirit was given"). 

2. Gifts to the Ephesians recorded in 
Acts 19: 1-6. 
a. Spirit given when Paul laid his 

hands on them. 
3. Gifts to Timothy recorded in 2 Tim. 

1 :6; 1 Tim. 4:14. 
a. Timothy received a gift from the 

laying on of the hands of Paul 
(2 Tim. 1 :6). He also received a 
gift through the laying on of the 
hands of the presbyters or elders 
(1 Tim. 4:14). The two gifts were 
obviously not the same. Paul 
gave Timothy a measure of the 
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Holy Spirit; and the elders ap
pointed him to preach in Ephe
sus (1 Tim. 1:3). 

b. Timothy had to study (Tim. 4: 13; 
2 Tim. 2:15). 

c. The apostles did not have to 
study (Matt. 10: 19-20; Gal. 1: 11-
12). Therefore what Timothy had 
as a gift of the Spirit was not the 
same as what the apostles had. 

4. Paul's intention to bestow spiritual 
gifts on some at Rome is recorded in 
Romans 1:11. 
a. Paul wanted to give the Romans 

a spiritual gift. This was not the 
gift of salvation because they al
ready had that (Rom. 6:1-4). It 
was not teaching because Paul 
was teaching them in his letter 
to them. The gift referred to must 
be gifts of the Spirit which could 
be given only by the laying on 
of the hands of an apostle and 
would therefore require Paul's 
physical presence (See Acts 
8:18). 

IT. Purpose and use of spiritual gifts. 
A. The purpose of spiritual gifts was to in

struct, lead, and edify the church in the 
first century while the entire New Testa
ment was being revealed and confirmed .. 

B. There were nine spiritual gifts. The gifts 
are listed in 1 Cor.12:4-11: 
1. Wisdom 
2. Knowledge 



3. Faith 
4. Gifts of healing 
5. Miracles 
6. Prophecy 
7. Discerning of spirits 
8. Tongues 
9. Interpretation of tongues 

C. Those who had one of the spiritual gifts 
worked with others who also had a spiri
tual gift, as the members of the human body 
must work together, for the gifts to accom
plish the divine purpose of edifying and 
directing the church (1 Cor. 12:12-28). 
1. Spiritual gifts were limited to some 

first-century disciples (1 Cor. 12:29-
30). 
a. There were many in the church 

in the first century who did not 
have these spiritual gifts. 

b. The spiritual gifts administered 
by the apostles were not neces
sary to salvation-some of the 
saved had such gifts and some 
of the saved had no such gift. 

2. A person could exhibit only one spiri
tual gift at a time. 

3. A person could request through prayer 
that his particular spiritual gift be ex
changed for a different spiritual gift 
(1 Cor. 14:12-13), but he could not 
have two spiritual gifts at the same 
time (otherwise the analogy of the dif
ferent members of the body working 
together in order for the body to prop
erly function breaks down). 
a. The determination as to which 

spiritual gift an individual might 
have and whether that gift could 
be exchanged for a different one 
was made by the Holy Spirit (1 
Cor. 12: 11). 

E. When the church came together in assem
bly, different members of the church had 
different gifts of edification (1 Cor. 14:26). 
1. For the church to be taught, the vari

ous members having spiritual gifts had 
to work together. 

a. This would prevent apostasy. If 
they went astray, several people 
would have to cooperate in or
der to deceive them. 

F. Rules for use of spiritual gifts had to be 
followed. 
1. They had to edify the church (1 Cor. 

14:26). 
2. Not more than three persons were per

mitted to speak in a tongue at a given 
worship service (1 Cor. 14:27). 

3. Only one person at a time was al
lowed to speak in a tongue (1 Cor. 
14:27). 

4. Speaking in a tongue was not allowed 
in the absence of an interpreter (1 Cor. 
14:28). 

5. Only one person at a time was per
mitted to prophecy (1 Cor. 14:27). 

6. Not more than three prophets were to 
speak at a given assembly (1 Cor. 
14:29). 

7. The worship service had to be decent 
and orderly; confusion was not per
mitted (1 Cor. 14:23, 32, 40). 

8. Those who possessed spiritual gifts 
had the power to control the use of 
the gift (1 Cor. 14:32). 

G. When the church came together, different 
ones would have a psalm, teaching, rev
elation, tongue, interpretation. 
1. One brother might give a lesson; an

other brother make a revelation in a 
tongue; another brother would inter
pret the tongue for the group; another 
brother would discern this to be the 
spirit of truth; another brother would 
heal someone, or perform a miracle 
to confirm the truth of what had been 
taught or revealed. 
a. The purpose was instruction that 

produced growth in understand
ing and character (1 Cor. 14:3-
5, 24-25, 26, 31). 

b. They learned and grew through 
words given to them by the 
Spirit. 
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ill. Duration. 

c. The Holy Spirit works through 
and by the word of God (Eph. 
6:17). 

d. The system of spiritual gifts re
quired the disciples to work to
gether, as the various members 
of the human body must work 
together, in order to know what 
God would have them to do in 
the absence of a living apostle 
of Jesus, or before the word was 
written. 

A. Spiritual gifts ceased by their own limita
tion. 
1. Only an apostle could impart spiri

tual gifts. 
2. Those who received spiritual gifts 

from an apostle could not impart them 
to others. Philip, for instance, could 
not by the supernatural power he pos
sessed impart spiritual gifts to the 
saved in Samaria (Acts 8:8-18). 

3. Therefore when the last apostle died 
and the last person upon whom an 
apostle had laid his hands in order to 
impart a spiritual gift died, the ar
rangement died. 

B. The written, confirmed record (New Tes
tament) became the source of all teaching 
and edification. 
Comments on the Outline 

The purpose of baptizing the apostles in the 
Holy Spirit was to give them a knowledge of all 
saving truth and to confirm that revelation by signs 
and miracles. The purpose of spiritual gifts of the 
Holy Spirit imparted by apostolic hands was to teach 
the church in the truth revealed to the apostles in the 
absence of an apostle and while the revealed word 
was in process of being recorded in written form. 
Once the written word was completed, the apostolic 
office and the spiritual gifts ceased. The church has 
neither today. There is no need for additional revela
tion because the final, full, perfect will of God is 
given in the New Testament scriptures and can nei
ther be added to nor taken from nor changed in any 
way. There is nothing more to be revealed. 
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If any person claims revelation in addition to 
and other than the teaching of the gospel as preached 
by Paul and the other apostles, he is accursed (Gal. 
1 :8-9). Paul repeats the warning to emphasize the 
extreme danger of claiming revelation from God af
ter the frrst century. 

We may not know everything about the nine 
spiritual gifts mentioned by Paul in 1 Corinthians 
12:8-12, but we can be absolutely certain they do 
not continue and are not in the church today. The 
supernatural gifts of knowledge and wisdom would 
mean information and the ability to properly apply 
it. The supernatural gift of faith is more difficult to 
explain. We know that it was not ordinary saving 
faith because disciples of the first century had that 
kind of faith before receiving spiritual gifts of the 
Holy Spirit through the apostles' hands. It may have 
been courage to speak the truth in the presence of 
kings and the powerful of the earth, or it may have 
been used in connection with supernatural signs of 
confirmation, such as striking Elymas blind (Acts 
13:8-11). Gifts of healing involved the perfect re
covery of those who were sick and disabled. Miracles 
would be like stilling a storm or being impervious to 
venom or poison. Prophecy would be supernatural 
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teaching. There were some proph
ets in the first century church who 
had no miraculous power. Tongues, 
the interpretation of tongues, and 
the discerning of spirits had to do 
with speaking foreign languages, the 
translation of the alien language and 
the inspired determination of the 
spirit of truth as opposed to false 
spm ts. The most common mis
take in studying the miraculous 
spiritual gifts of the first century is 
to approach the subject with trepi
dation, supposing the matter to be 
so deep and mysterious that it can
not be understood. Paul said to the 
Corinthian saints concerning these 
spiritual gifts, "I would not have 
you ignorant" (1 Cor. 12:1). This 
shows the matter is capable of be
ing understood. It is shrouded in 
mystery merely because men have 
superimposed their human antici
pation on something that is really 
very simple. 

The supernatural tongues 
were foreign languages as is dem
onstrated in Acts chapter two, "we 
hear them speaking in our tongues 
the mighty works of God" (Acts 
2: 11), and in Paul's explanation, 
''There are, it may be, so many kinds 
of voices in the world, and no kind 
is without s ignification" (1 Cor. 
14:10). 
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6:00 p.m. "What Is Authority?" 
7:00p.m. "How To Establish Authority" 

Monday, July 13, 1992 
9:30 a.m. "What Is Worship?" 
10:30 a.m. "The Kind Of Music God Authorizes In 

Worship" 

1:00 p.m. "Rebellion Against Authority" 
2:00 p.m. "Authority In Expediency" 

6:30 p.m. Singing 
7:00p.m. "Worshipping God In Spirit And In Truth" 
8:00 p.m. "The Authority Of The Scriptures" 

Tuesday, July 14, 1992 
9:30 a.m. "What Is Fellowship?" 
10:30 a.m. "How Fellowship With God Is Restored" 

"Can The Christian Have Fellowship With 
Denominations?" 

Dean Fugett 
Bill Graddy 

David South 

Ray Crawford 

Dennis Gulledge 
Oran Burt 

Jim Gaskill 
Ted Knight 

Joel Wheeler 
Max Patterson 

1:00 p.m. 

2:00p.m. 

6:30p.m. 
7:00p.m. 
8:00p.m. 

"Are There Saved People In Denominations?" 
Bill Willard 
Gene Wood 

Singing 
"Limits Of Fellowship Among Christians" 
"Church Discipline - Why - Who- How?" 

Wednesday, July 15, 1992 

Robert Ball 
David Deffenbaugh 

9:30 a.m. "God's Authority And The Elders" Johnie Scaggs 
10:30 a.m. "God's Authority And The Work Of The 

Preacher" Wayne Deffenbaugh 

1:00 p.m. 
2:00p.m. 

"God's Authority And Civil Government" 
"God's Authority And Parents" 

Mike Pace 
Scott Tennyson 

6:30 p.m. Singing 
7:00p.m. "God's Authority Regarding Marriage" Tim Ayers 
8:00p.m. "When We Reject God's Authority" Don Deffenbaugh 

:-

AFJ/_ , . BELLEFONTE 
~..... Church o£ Christ 
~ o.... 'l1oo )1( .. <4 Rt. :& Box :&9:& Harrl•on, Ark.an•u 7:&C.Ol 

Terry S. Frizzell -Director Phone: (501) 743-1212 or 743-2663 

Armageddon Again? 
by 

Stafford North 
Wonder why the predictions about Armageddon never seem to happen? 

This book is the answer to the false teachings of Hal Lindsey in his books 
The Late Great Planet Earth and There's a New World Coming. 

$5.00 plus shipping. 

Firm Foundation Publishing Co. 
PO Box 210876 Bedford TX 76095-7876 

June 1992 
Firm Foundation 15 



The Benefits of Hell 
By Roger Jackson 

Some say if you look close enough you can find 
good in everything. One singer tells of how he prayed 
for the hand of a certain young lady in his youth. 
Seeing her as an adult, he was thankful he didn't get 
his request. Will Rogers said, "I never met a man I 
didn't like." 

If there is some good in everything, there must 
be some good in hell. People abhor some things in 
this life, and some of these despised things are ab
sent in hell. This should ease their minds a little 
while they are waiting. It will not help them in hell, 
though, since there is no peace of mind "where the 
worm dieth not" (Mark 9:44). 

No More Preaching 
In hell there will be no long, irritating sermons. 

Gospel preachers make hell-bound people nervous. 
They think the preacher is picking on them. Every 
time they come to the assembly he seems to be 
preaching right at them. Their attitude is, Just keep 
your nose out of my business and I will can you 
when I need you (usually for weddings and funer
als). Preachers are to reprove, rebuke, and exhort (2 
Tim. 4: 1-5). They must speak and urge Bible teach
ing. Many people don't want to be urged. But all 
that will end in hell. There may be plenty of preach
ers-the wrong kind-but they will not preach. These 
people will be rid of faithful preachers. 

No More Church Workers 
There will be no church workers in hell-you 

know, those people who bothered you with cards, 
letters, calls, and visits. They have plagued the world 
ever since the first century when they went every
where bothering people (Acts 8:4). They go from 
house to house. "No Trespassing" signs do not stop 
them (Acts 20:20). You told them you would attend 
and become a Christian some day (Acts 24:25), and 
that should have been enough. But, NO! Well, you 
will not have to get out of your seat to open the door 
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for them any more in hell. They will be gone for 
good! Ah, the benefits of hell! 

No Interference with Your Life Style 
In hell there will be no one to tell you how to 

live your life. No one will tell you about sin. How 
you hate that word! You wanted to be with the in
crowd. In hell the in-crowd will be everywhere, and 
you will be in the middle of them. You will be with 
your kind of people. There will be no more calls to 
holiness by those goody-two-shoes-do-gooders who 
thought they were better than you. You were just as 
good as those hypocrites. You might notice when 
you get to hell that all the hypocrites will be there, 
too. 

No More Invitations 
There will be no more invitations to obey the 

gospel and get your life right with God. Remember 
how you hated those invitations? Talk about pres
sure! It was hard, but you resisted every one of them. 
There were family ap~Is, especially from your wife. 
She never gave up, but you showed her. They even 
prayed about you at the church building, but you 
did not yield. Some invitation songs were hard to 
refuse, but you gripped the pew and did not budge 
an inch. There will be no invitations to salvation 
·down in hell. Won't that be a relief? 

Concluding Thought 
There is a catch in all this good news. You need 

to make sure that you want these benefits. When 
you cross over into eternity, there will be no oppor
tunity to change your mind (Luke 16:26). If you 
have the slightest doubt that you want these ben
efits, you need to make some changes right now. 

(Note: Dick Blackford of Tuckerman, Arkansas, 
gave me the idea for this article.) 

Rt. 3 Box882 
Somerville, AL 35670 
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Thursday, July 23 
1:00 P.M ........................ What Is the One True Church? ...................................... H.A. (Buster) Dobbs 
2:00 P.M ........................ The Problem of Sin, Evil, and Suffering ....................... Edward Lee Davis 
3:00 P.M ........................ What Is the Mission of the Church? ........... ....... ....... ..... John Bowles 
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Saturday, July 25 
9:30 A.M . ....................... Lessons from the Past .................................................... Don Smith 

10:30 A.M ............. ........... Is the Church to Be Militant? ............................. ........... Darwin Hunter 
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What Is the "New Hermeneutic"? 
By Dr. J. E. Choate 

The deponents of the new hermeneutic seem to 
be at loss to provide a clear answer. Some say one 
thing; others, something else. Ron Highfield in an 
impressively documented Christian Scholar's Con
ference paper is confident that "we don't need to 
invent a 'new hermeneutic.' It already exists and has 
for years." This is a correct appraisal in one respect. 
The liberal elements in the new hermeneutic have 
been slowly surfacing for the past forty years. We 
are puzzled by this contradictory remark: "Now that 
we see the inadequacies of the old hermeneutic, what 
is to take its place?" We also urgently solicit an 
answer to this question. 

We especially commend Highfield for stating 
"that even in its heyday, the traditional CEI (Com
mand, Example, Inference) was only a small part 
(concerned with church structures) of our total 
hermeneutical perspective. It was never the primary 
way in which we passed on the Christian faith to our 
children." Why then is there such a fuss about the 
matter? Highfield makes another puzzling statement 
"the CEI method no longer makes sense because we 
no longer believe its aim is central to the Christian 
faith" (CSC, 1990). 

Ian A. Fair does not buy into this so-called 
hermeneutical "crisis." His words need no commen
tary: "Let me begin by stressing the point that I do 
not believe we need to discard such hermeneutical 
principles as the trifold formul~ommand, example, 
and necessary inference" (CSC, 1990). Other voices 
concur. J. Paul Stoddard comments: "Our traditional 
hermeneutic has, despite its problems, served us well, 
but let us look for other ways to enhance its positive 
features" (CSC, 1990). 

Michael Casey has written extensively on the 
search for a new hermeneutic. His signals are also 
badly mixed. Take these contradictory statements: "I 
want to propose a new hermeneutic that grows out 
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of a critique of the old hermeneutic." And then he 
says: "Many today seem to be looking for the new 
hermeneutic to replace the old. This is a search for 
the Holy Grail" (CSC, 1990). (Casey is telling us 
that this is a futile romantic quest). 

Russ Dudrey in a commendably documented ar
ticle labels the efforts superficial to define 
"hermeneutical" methodologies within the Scholar
ship Movement. His assessment is correct that in 
"fact no discernible plan [for a new hermeneutic] is 
ever outlined" (Restoration Quarterly, 1988). 

The proponents for a new hermeneutic may not 
intend to do so, but there are tacit admissions present 
in their voluminous writings. 

The first admission calls for an abandonment of 
the old hermeneutic, whose methodology is claimed 
to be based on a "slavish" and "detailed" attention 
given to the "trifold" formula-command, example, 
and necessary inference. A reminder is that the 
"trifold" principles developed over two millenniums. 
The rules were first stated, in much the same words, 
by Edward Dering (1540-1576) (Olbricht. CSC, 
1990). Abandoning these principles would be like 
calling upon journalism to abandon the "five ques
tions" which determine the substance of every news 
story-Who, What, When, Where, and How. The 
Bible banner continues to be flown with ever grow
ing confidence: "Where the scriptures speak, we 
speak, and where the scriptures are silent, we are 
silent." So be it! 

The second admission leads us into the question
able allegation that churches of Christ are now locked 
in a hermeneutical "crisis." Gary Collier is confident 
that two competing "hermeneutical" schools are 
locked in combat. He identifies the first school with 
the Rationalist/Inductive School which regards the 
New Testament as a Constitution or Code of Laws. 
The second school necessarily identifies with that by 



which it is nurtured-modem theology. And if not, 
then by what? 

The third admission ties the new hermeneutic 
with the Scholarship Movement. Collier informs us 
that the Scholarship Movement began in the 1950s 
when a large number of our brethren were earning 
graduate degrees in prestigious seminaries, here and 
abroad. They became interested in interacting more 
seriously with "world wide" scholarship. Such schol
arship in this period can only be identified with the 
contemporary "new theology." 

Collier excoriates the Gospel Advocate commen
taries for placing total reliance on the "trifold" 
hermeneutical formula. He praises the Living Word 
Series for addressing the problems in modem theol
ogy but failing to go far enough. Collier would de
mand our respect if he subjected the Interpreters 
Bible commentaries to the same kind of biblical analy
sis. We would be interested to learn how he would 
handle the translation of almah (I~aiah 7: 14) in the 
Revised Standard Version, as well as other passages. 

The fourth admission mandates that the spokes
men for the new hermeneutic come to terms with 
modem theology. To date, they have shown extreme 
reluctance to do so. Modernism and liberalism are 
interchangeable theological terms. Modernism goes 
back two centuries. Jean Astruc (1634-1766) was 
the first scholar to suggest that Moses copied from 
two different documents to produce the Pentateuch. 
Julius Wellhausen developed the Documentary Hy
pothesis of the Pentateuch in the latter part of the 
19th century. The hypothesis holds that four sepa
rate ancient Hebrew traditions were combined to 
form the Pentateuch by some writer other than Moses. 

Friedrich Schleiermacher is called the "father 
of modem religious liberalism." Karl Barth and 
Emil Brunner developed the essence of Neo-ortho
doxy. Rudolph Bultmann developed "Form" and 
"Source" criticism of the New Testament. He is best 
known for his call to "demythologize" the gospel 
traditions in order to get at the true message (kerygma) 
of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Paul Tillich 
sounded the death knell for the radical end of Neo
orthodoxy. This philosopher-theologian thought of 
God as an "Impersonal Being" beyond "Finite Be
ing." God is deemed to be the primary ground of 
"All Being." 

Summary 
Following Collier's 1987, 1988 CSC papers, "An 

Assessment of the Hermeneutical Impasse in 
Churches of Christ," articles on the subject began to 
appear in Image on a regular basis, and much like 
Hector's horse, going off in all directions at the same 
time. The "so-called" hermeneutical "crisis" was 
addressed extensively in the 1989 and 1990 esc 
papers. What is indeed clear and beyond recall is the 
ongoing denigration of the old hermeneutic. Much 
is said about the new hermeneutic. However, wait
ing for the new hermeneutic is like waiting for Godot 

This article is not intended to be accusatory. It 
may very well be. There is no need for the architects 
of the new hermeneutic to be coy about these mat
ters. Conservative scholars in the church are fully 
cognizant of the hermeneutical directions of our lib
eral brethren. Why should they be passive and sub
missive in face of the massive efforts now underway 
to undo two hundred years of accomplishment 
wrought by leaders in the Restoration Movement? 

Our liberal brethren are warming by fires they 
never built, preaching in well-appointed churches 
built by the toil and sweat of brethren of yesterday, 
and drinking from wells of living water they never 
dug. There is a campaign now underway to sell a 
new bill of theological goods-a "new theology" 
and a "new ecclesiology"-to the churches of Christ 
We had best look to Rubel Shelly and Randall Har
ris, who seem to be the leading spokesmen for a new 
"face lift" for churches of Christ in the 21st century. 
Such is already in the planning stages. Look for new 
publications in the near future with such in mind. 

Postscript 
An article to follow will offer particular propos

als for a new hermeneutic submitted by Thomas 
Olbricht, Michael Casey, Randy Fenter, and others. 
There are indeed surprises which give serious causes 
for concern. 

Chairman Emeritus, Bible Department 
David Lipscomb University 

3714112 Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 

(Editor's note: On April 15, 1992, Rubel Shelly 
announced a new magazine named Wineskins. It is 
edited by Mike Cope and Rubel Shelly, with Phillip 
Morrison as managing editor-Dobbs.) 
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How to Tell If You Are a 
''New Hermeneutiker'' 

By Terry M. Hightower 

You might be a "new hermeneutiker" if: 

1. You think logic is a mental disease started by Aristotle: 

2. You think verbal plenary inspiration is a concept thought up by William Jennings Bryan during the 
Scopes trial. 

3. You never met a denominationalist sermon outline you didn't like. 

4. Someone claims absolute knowledge on anything and your eyes bug out, your face turns red, and the 
veins in your neck pop out in anger. 

5. You sign to debate the proposition "All debates are sinful." 

6. You go out to the garbage dump more than once a week to drop off "cultural baggage." 

7. Your wife's love letters have been bound into your Bible behind Revelation. 

8. You've ever spoken on the topic "Let's Unshackle Our Women" at a funeral service. 

9. Any of your hobbies require hauling Kittel's Unabridged Theological Dictionary around in your car. 

10. You ask your kids to take out the garbage, and they refuse until you put in into a command. 

11. You are not allowed to mention Thomas Warrren's or Buster Dobbs' name in the house. 

12. You've ever vacationed in Robert Schueller's Glass Cathedral. 

13. Your checks feature pictures of Mother Teresa, Max Lucado, or Tom Olbricht. 

14. Your favorite Christian college offers courses in Missiology and Misology. 

15. You wear a beeper into the pulpit just in case Restoration Forum 43 planners try to call. 

16. After reviewing the lab work, your doctor says, "It's T.L.: Terminal Logophobia." 

17. You still think a "rube I'' is as sound as a dollar. 

18. You've ever been the first person in or the last person out of an Existentialist Wax Museum. 

19. Your wife tells the architect for the new house, "But we hate blueprints." 

20. You say "fantastic" or "dynamic" more than five times in the first paragraph of your bulletin editorial. 

21. You think "contending for the faith" is a phrase coined by Ira Rice in 1966. 

22. You're still upset about the Firm Foundation changing hands. 

23. You read that Raccoon John Smith was the only man that Alexander Campbell ever met that "a 
college education would ruin" and don't get the joke. 

24. A nightmare involves waking up in the middle of a debate between Jesus and the Pharisees. 
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25. You know the Bible is made up of explicit statements but can't remember why! 

26. You've ever named a child "Genre" or "Milieu." 

27. You've ever named a son for John the Baptist as a joke. 

28. You have a bumper sticker which says: "Don't Limit the Spirit!" 

29. You think "fundamentalist" is a swear word. 

30. You're a minister, and you don't need a Bible to go to work. 

31. You say everybody is right except those who are really right. 

32. You withdraw fellowship from a fellow minister for allegedly extending the gospel invitation twice in 
three months. 

33. The keynote speaker at your favorite university lectureship screams: "Brethren, we're anchoring; we're 
anchoring!" 

34. You think Vatican IT was a Christian Scholars' Conference. 

35. You wish the New Testament had been written in German. 

36. You can picture Korah, Dathan, and A biram reading term papers to one another (Numbers 16: 1-3). 

37. You think the Jerusalem Conference would have carried more weight if it had been held on a 
university campus (Acts 15). 

38. You are asked, "What must I do to be saved?" and you reply, "I'll get back to you on it." 

39. Your alma mater-Almost Christian University-starts a football team but keeps losing because the 
quarterback can only lateral left. 

40. You congratulate Rubel Shelly for his brilliant Ph.D. dissertation at Vanderbilt on "Why Chameleons 
Change." 

41. You panic when Woodmont Hills' bulletin doesn't arrive by Saturday's mail. 

42. Your child asks for a pair of dimes for the gumball machine, and you find yourself insisting that only 
a new paradigm will work. 

43. You refuse to eat bacon for fear of Baconianism. 

44. Your waiter serves and charges you for five items you did not order, answering your howl of protest 
with "but you didn't say not to bring them," and you say, "You got me there!" 

''Take Heed Lest There Shall Be Any One That Maketh Spoil Of You Through His Philosophy And 
Vain Deceit, After The Tradition Of Men, After The Rudiments Of The World, And Not After Christ" 
(Col. 2:8). 

11026 Wun.bach Rd. 
San Antonio TX 78230 

(Editor's note: Bro. Hightower has edited two excellent books on interpretation entitled Rightly Dividinc 
the Word: Vols. 1 & 2 (General Hermeneutics and Special Hermeneutics] available from him at the above 
address for $28.00 postpaid. Detailed refutation of the NH is included.) 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Bible WoiTien: Eve 
By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

This first woman had a beautiful home: "And 
the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; 
and there he put the man whom he had formed. And 
out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, 
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil" (Gen. 
2:8,9). 

This garden was north of the Arabian Gulf, south 
of the ancient country of Assyria, near the Euphrates 
River: "And a river went out of Eden to water the 
garden; and from thence it was parted, and became 
into four heads . ... And the name of the third river 
is Hiddekel (Tigris): that is it which goeth toward 
the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates" 
(Gen. 2:10, 14). The area must have been an unbe
lievably pleasant place in which to live and bring up 
a family; the Hebrew meaning of Eden is "luxuri
ance; pleasure; delight." What a shame it did not 
last! 

The first human beings and animals ate vegetables 
and fruits, since God told man, "Behold, I have given 
you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face 
of all the earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit 
of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 
And to every beast of the earth ... I have given 
every green herb for meat" (Gen. 1:29, 30). 

After the flood, God told Noah: "Every moving 
thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the 
green herb have I given you all things" (Gen. 9:3). 

Life seems to have been very pleasant for the 
two first inhabitants of God's creation. Eve probably 
had no cooking to do, since they could have an 
abundance of luscious fruits and vegetables when
ever they wished. One of the most difficult duties of 
women in the intervening centuries has been to scrub 
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clothes; Eve did not have to be concerned with such 
heavy drudgery, since she and Adam wore no clothes. 
They were not idle; God told the man to dress and 
keep the garden (Gen. 2:15). On the sixth day God 
created all animals, and each animal had a compan
ion of his kind. Adam had no companion or helper 
who was suited for him: "And God said, It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will make an 
help meet (suitable) for him" (Gen. 2:18). So God 
made for him one of his own kind, someone to be 
his lifelong companion and to travel by his side 
throughout their lives. 

In some countries of the world, the woman al
ways walks behind her husband as if she were unfit 
to be by his side. It has been said more recently, as a 
rueful joke, that after some of the wars in certain 
distant lands, the woman must walk ahead, since the 
husband needs to know if there are land mines along 
the route he plans to follow. 

''Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they 
shall be one flesh" (Gen. 2:24). This observation had 
to be for the benefit of coming generations, since 
neither Adam nor Eve had parents. 

Cleave is a particularly appropriate word here. It 
means "to adhere closely; to cling; to stick." It should 
remind us of some glues which have been placed on 
the market in the past few years; when two items are 
stuck together with these substances, they will not 
come apart. Before we use such a glue, we take 
careful stock of how we want to use the item and of 
whether or not we are sure we want them to be 
together permanently. 

We are told that the serpent approached Eve and 
asked her if God told them not to eat of any of the 
trees. Eve answered that they could eat of any of the 



trees, except that one in the middle of the garden. 
God told them that if they touched it, they would 
die. 

Satan no doubt realized that he would have a 
better chance if he approached Eve alone and tempted 
her directly. "And when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and 
she gave also unto her husband with her, and he did 
eat" (Gen. 3:6). As the eating was literal, so was the 
punishment. The wife was to be from that time on 
under the subjection of her husband and was to bear 
children in pain (ASV)" (Gen. 3: 16). No longer could 
the man step up to a tree and gather delicious ready-

to-eat meals; he would have to struggle against thorns 
and thistles, and "in the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of 
it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return" (Gen. 3:19). 

We wonder how Eve allowed herself to be so 
weak when the consequences have been so over
whelming and have lasted so long. The _answer to 
this quandary and to many others is that we should 
strive to get to heaven and there see if we are given 
the explanations. "We will understand it better by 
and by." If we needed the answer to get to heaven, 
God would have told us in his word. 

Box8400 
Fort Worth, TX 76124 
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Salvation by Grace 
(An Acrostic) 

By Darrell E. Beard 

Some among us think they have discovered grace. 
They sternly lecture against a works salvation based 
on obedience to law. Their condemnation and casti
gation is very negative. They lay on the rod without 
mercy in the name of unlimited love. 

Gospel preachers understand that salvation is by 
the grace of God and not by the merit of man. They 
properly stress there are two sides to salvation: God's 
side is grace; man's side, faith. "For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God; not of works, that no man should 
glory" (Eph. 2:8-9). He that is glorying, let him 
glory in the Lord. 

We must tum to the Bible and learn the things 
associated with salvation by grace. The letters of the 
word grace, turned to an acrostic, may be helpful. 

"G"--Gospel 
The grace of God is manifest through the gospel. 

All the word reveals and requires involves the grand 
theme of salvation by grace. Paul lamented, "I mar
vel that ye are so soon removed from him that called 
you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel" 
(Gal. 1 :6). Peter told of Old Testament writers who 

prophesied of the grace that would come after them. 
Preachers of the gospel in Peter's day revealed the 
prophesied grace. "Concerning which salvation the 
prophets sought and searched diligently, who proph
esied of the grace that should come unto you: search
ing what time or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did point unto, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glories that should follow them. To whom it was 
revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto you, did 
they minister these things, which now have been 
announced unto you through them that preached the 
gospel unto you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from 
heaven; which things the angels desire to look into" 
( 1 Pet. 1: 1 0-12). The grace of God in bringing spiri
tual blessings comes through the gospel of God. 

The gospel message must be taught. The grace 
of God appears bringing salvation to all (Titus 2: 11). 
Grace instructs to the "intent that, denying ungodli
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and 
righteously and godly in this present world" (Titus 
2: 12). Grace teaches us to obey. The facts, com
mands, and promises of the gospel make it "the gas-
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pel of the grace of God" (Acts 20:24), and "the word 
of his grace" (Acts 20:32). There is no salvation by 
grace without an accurate presentation of the gospel. 
Grace and gospel are inseparable. 

"R"-Receive, Respond 
We must receive, not refuse, the grace of God. 

James 1:21 says, " ... receive with meekness the en
grafted word, which is able to save your souls." Paul 
wrote, " .. .1 make known unto you brethren, the gos
pel which I preached unto you, which also ye re
ceived, wherein also ye stand, by which also ye are 
saved" (1 Cor. 15:1,2). The gospel preached, received, 
resolutely held is the channel of God's grace. 

The sinner to be saved must respond to God's 
grace by obedient faith. Paul discussed the response 
of the Romans to the gospel. Salvation came to those 
who received the message, "But," said he, "they have 
not all obeyed the gospel" (Rom. 10:16). Paul's dis
cussion of faith, confession, and obedience precedes 
a discussion of grace. There is no conflict between 
grace and obedience. 

The means of reaching the grace of God is 
through responding to the gospel message by believ
ing, repenting of sins, confessing Christ, and bap
tism for remission of sins. 

"A "-Abound, Abide 
The word grace sometimes describes a spiritual 

state of favor and acceptance with GocJ. It is possible 
to fall away from grace (Gal. 5:4). W..e must abide 
faithful to God to enjoy his continued favor and 
loving approval-his grace. 

Saints are "to continue in the grace of God" (Acts 
13:43). Peter urges us, "Grow in grace and the knowl
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 
3:18). Abiding in grace includes abounding in the 
work of the Lord (I Cor. 15:58). We grow in grace 
as we grow in knowledge. 

"C"-Church 
The grace of God gives us the gospel. The heav

enly Father, in his mercy, appoints the church. Still, 
there is antagonism in the religious world against the 
church. The religious leaders of Jesus' time hated 
him and were the instruments of his death. Likewise, 
many religious leaders in modem time are enemies 
of the cross. In the name of grace some rail out 
against those who are lovingly obedient to the 
Father's will and call them uncomplimentary names. 
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A common idea is that grace, not the church, 
saves. Church membership, in this view, is a good 
thing but not essential to salvation. Christ does save 
us by his grace, but he is the Savior of the body, the 
Church (Eph. 5:23). It is interesting that the book of 
Ephesians, which says so much about salvation by 
grace, is a book about the church. 

All spiritual blessings are in Christ (Eph. 1 :3). 
To be "in Christ" is to be in his body, the church 
(Eph. 1:22,23). We get into Christ and his church by 
one action-being baptized as the Bible commands 
(Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Cor. 12: 13). In Christ "we have re
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace" (Eph. 1 :7). 

"E"-Elect, Election 
Calvinism falsely teaches that election is uncon

ditional and extends to only a few pre-selected ones. 
In contrast, God's grace is for whoever will. "For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world" (Titus 2:11,12). 

Those who have chosen to heed the teaching of 
God's grace by obeying and living according to the 
gospel are part of the "election of grace" (Rom. 
11 :5,28). Paul's discussion here of .election and sal
vation by grace, not of works, includes obedient faith 
(Rom. 10:16-17,21). 

The elect are the elect because of the grace of 
God. God's choosing and predestination was of those 
persons who, of their free will, obeyed the gospel. 
"God hath from the beginning chosen you to salva
tion through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth: whereunto he called you by our gospel, to 

·the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(2 Thess. 2:13,14). See also 2 Pet. 1:2-12. 

Conclusion 
Let us preach and teach the grand Bible theme 

of salvation by grace! We should never fail to thank 
and praise our heavenly Father for his "Amazing 
Grace" and its sweet sound. Still, do not fall into the 
trap of thinking salvation by grace rules out obedi
ence and service to God. 

South Side Church of Christ 
4600 South Broadway 

St. Louis, MO 63111 
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Potpourri ........... . 
The Ear. •••• 

•"The liberals who started this should expect a 
bountiful harvest of criticism, to which they are most 
certainly entitled" (JEC, TN). 

•"My husband and I are so pleased with this 
magazine. When we start reading it, we just can't 
put it down" (CB, TN). 

•"I like your plan for increasing the circulation 
of the paper ... You are rendering a real service to the 
cause of Christ by virtue of the Biblical material you 
are publishing ... Inform our brethren and most of these 
will support the truth" (JM, TN). 

•"Please find check for $15.00 for a year's 
subscription ... Thank you" (MHW, TX). 

•"I thank God for the Firm Foundation, its edi
tor, and all the staff, its purposes, and the good it 
does" (GM, TX). 

•"The Firm Foundation is needed more than 
ever ... We pray for your continued good health and 
physical ability to extend the influence of the paper'' 
(CH, TX). 

•"Enclosed is a gift to the Firm Foundation; I 
hope it will help some. Praying for you and 
yours .... "(VD, CA). 

The Mouth .•... 
New School 

•The Centre church of Christ in Kiev, Ukraine, 
will begin a Bible training school September I, 1992. 
There have been 102 baptisms since September 1991 
in Kiev. The Bible training school will be a three
year, full-time school to train men to be elders, dea
cons, and preachers. Women will be trained to teach 
other women and children. Inquiries may be ad
dressed to the Avondale chore~ of Christ, 4017 Me
morial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032. Phone number 
(404) 299-1475. 

Good Advice 
•Vickie Mae Swindler, who is 95 years old, 

writes to remind us of the coming of the Lord and 
the need to be faithful to Bible teaching. She writes, 
"I believe there is a God, creator of all that exists, 

that his Son is Jesus Christ. .. The god of this world 
has blinded the minds of the lost to the glorious 
gospel of Christ." She also says, "I saw my flfSt 
bottle of pop in 1913. It ·was strawberry soda pop, 
and what have we now? Who drinks water? Not so, 
when I was young." 

Harding University 
•Some of the speakers on the upcoming Septem

ber 27-30 Lectureship at Harding University in 
Searcy, Arkansas, will be John Gipson, WendeD 
Winkler, A. W. Chism, and Jimmy Allen. The 
theme of the lectureship is "Victory." 

Strange Things Are Happening 
•Helen Schucman, a New Age preacher, says an 

inner voice spoke to her saying, ''This is a course in 
miracles. Please take notes." The result is a 1,200-
page, three-volume text. Schucman was born a Jew 
and worked as a psychologist at Presbyterian Hospi
tal at Columbia University College of Physicians 
and Surgeons. She claims to be a skeptic but could 
not ignore the voice. With the help of Bill Thetford, 
she began listening to the voice, recording its words 
in shorthand, and transcribing them into typewritten 
form. The process took seven years. 

•Now comes Darryl Tippens, a mystical profes
sor at Abilene Christian University, saying, "Jesus 
said God is like the wind. God is ruach, pneuma, 
spirtus, 'blowing' wherever he wills (John 3:8). 
Sometimes I feel his presence. Sometimes I do not 
But he is always there, ready to reveal himself, ready 
to speak, when I become still and silent and atten
tive" (Current edition of Up Reach magazine, a pub
lication of Herald of Truth radio and television pro
grams). 

If God speaks to Dan-yl Tippens, he ought to 
write it down, like Helen Schucman. It is revelation 
and we are entitled to it. Come on, Darryl, tell us 
what God has been saying to you that is not already 
written in the Bible. Tell us, please, how this squares 
with Paul's warning, "But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel 
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other than that which we preached unto you, let him 
be anathema." Incidentally, Harold Hazelip had an 
article in the same publication that is almost as spooky 
as Tippen's false notion that Jesus said God is like 
wind and blows where he wills-or to put it in other 
words, Tippens is saying that God is blowing in the 
wind. 

Martin 
•William C. Martin answered the question: 

"Could you give a capsule description of the Church 
of Christ?" by saying: "It has a non-charismatic, very 
literal interpretation of the Bible. They believe they 
are the only ones who are really Christians ... very 
conservative ... very sober. Quite fundamentalist Re
ligion is a serious thing. That didn't mean the people 
didn't have a good time .. .l don't look back on it, as 
some people do with their childhood religion, as 
something that warped or twisted them. I recognized 
that it shaped me in some strong ways ... There is a 
streak in me where I want people to behave and 
follow the rules. And I know that's where it comes 
from. I also have this sense that you ought to try and 
do your best. ... " (Martin grew up in the church and 
while at Harvard University came under the influ
ence of the very liberal Boston Church of Christ). 
Martin said when asked if he is religious, "It's hard 
to answer that. I think I am.- I go to church fairly 
regularly (not the church of Christ). I continue to ask 
religious questions. I tend to quote William James 
on this question: 'I believe everything that I can. I 
would believe everything if I only could.' But since 
I can't, I get by with a kind of high-grade muddling 
through. I have probably more doubts than convic
tions, but I continue to pursue the question." 

The President 
•"What I would like to say to the American people 

is: 'Please ask for a name to be placed next to the 
source so I can get mad at the guy who's doing this.' 
It's strange out there. It's strange" (George Bush, on 
unnamed sources quoted by journalists). 

Today's Children 
•"Is this going to take long? I've got someplace 

to go tonight." (An 8-year old Chicago boy being 
questioned by detectives after he shot a girl class-
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mate in the spine with a semiautomatic handgun-
source is Newsweek). 

Say What? 
•"Your food stamps will be stopped effective 

March, 1992, because we received notice that you 
passed away. May God bless you. You may reapply 
if there is a change in your circumstances" (A letter 
to a dead person from the Greenville County S.D. 
Department of Social Services). 

Bible Comments on Today's World 
•"But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: Thou art 

waxed fat, thou art grown thick, thou art become 
sleek; Then he forsook God who made him, And 
lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation" (Deut. 
32:15). 

More Psychology 
•Dr. Margaret Bean-Bayog taught Paul Lozano 

to say to her ten times, "I'm your mom, and I love 
you and you love me very much." Dr. Bean-Bayog 
wanted her patient to pretend to be her baby. Lozano 
later commited suicide. 

• According to one study, 86% of therapists ac
knowledge sometimes feeling attracted to their pa
tients. Another study showed that half of psycholo
gists have seen at least one patient who has been 
sexually intimate with a prior therapist. 

•Experts think the temptation to overstep bounds 
is particularly ripe in mental-health professions. Pa
tients "start to idealize the therapist," says Chicago 
psychiatrist Gunnbjorg Lavon at Northwestern Uni
versity. "They think, 'How can this wonderful man 
who is so wise have anything but the most honor
able intentions?"' Therapists, in turn, may revel in 
that feeling. "It makes you feel very powerful to 
have somebody think you are the greatest person in 
the world" (Newsweek). 

Congratulations 
•Happy birthday to Carlton A. Blessing, who 

will be 90 years old in June 1992• • •Happy birthday 
to Viva McComb, the daughter of Austin McGary, 
who founded the Firm Foundation. She was 97 years 
old April 29, 1992. 



An Example of the Believers 
Encouraging Thoughts from Workers in the Kingdom 

Compiled by Paul Sain 

Let us read some of his challenging thoughts powerful preaching. We need heart-pricking preach-
presented in a recent lesson at Southwest. ing. We need soul-stirring preaching. Peter on Pen-

The life of r;========================J~ tecost told the people 
one who is m 
submission to 
God, the life of 
the faithful Chris
tian in our day, is 
one that is filled 
with difficulty 
but also deliver
ance. I love the 
way Psalm 34:19 
puts it: "Many 

Bob Berard was born in 1945 in Beau- that they had tak-
mont, Texas. He received B.S. and M.A. de
grees from Lamar University. He is a graduate 
of Southwest Institute of Bible Studies and is 
currently studying advanced Greek at the Uni
versity of Texas. He currently produces three 
television programs, writes for the Christian 
Worker, has participated in preaching and teach
ing campaigns in England, Singapore, and 
Malaysia. He is an outstanding proclaimer of 
the faithful word of God. Bob is presently an 
instructor for the Southwest School of Bible 

Studies in Austin, Texas. 

en and, by wicked 
hands, had crucified 
the Son of God. The 
point was taken by 
the audience in the 
heart. Acts 2:37 says 
they were pricked in 
their hearts. They re
sponded appropri
ately to that pointed 

are the afflictions \::==================================================.! sermon. 
of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of Brethren, it is our job to get the message out to 
them all." Romans 8:28 says that "all things work the people. We must get the message out in love 
together for good to them that love the Lord, to them (Eph. 4: 15) but get it out. We must not shelter the 
who are called according to his purpose." people from the truth for the sake of making them 

As Jesus finished the most notable sermon on feel better about themselves. We must proclaim all 
the mount, Matthew 7, he tells the story about those the counsel of God, and boldly we must proclaim it. 
who hear and believe his word, as opposed to those We do not desire to hurt people but to save the souls 
who hear and disobey his word. Those obedient hear- of men. 
ers, he said, are likened unto the man who is build- We see from that great day of Pentecost, the 
ing a house upon a rock. The disobedient is building church of our Lord abounded. In fact, 3,000 souls 
a house on the sand. In both occasions, the rains that day obeyed the gospel. The remainder of Acts 
come down, the floods come up, and the wind comes tells us of the phenomenal growth of the early church, 
across. I think that represents the storms of life. They so much so that the gospel of Christ was preached in 
come upon the obedient and the disobedient. We all all creation under heaven (Col. 1:23). 
have our difficulties, but the Christian has deliver- Are we not sojourners and pilgrims in this world, 
ance. He has meaningfulness about the trials of life. abiding in a temporary tabernacle? Is our citizenship 
He has benefits from the trials of life. "Count it all not in heaven above? Are we not in a temporary 
joy when you fall into divers trials, knowing that the state, in a wilderness of a world, looking across the 
trials of your faith worketh patience," according to Jordan to the promised land? 
James I. 

We need to preach like Peter preached. We need 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

After our loved ones and friends 
have passed from this life, many ques
tions are raised by us concerning 
them. Are they still in existence? 
Where are they? Are they conscious? 
Do they know each other? Do they 
see those whom they have left be

hind? Do they know what is happening on earth? Are 
they happy? Can we communicate with them? Can we 
do anything to change the state of the wicked dead? 
Will we know each other in the life beyond? 

Some of these questions are answered in the word 
of God. The answers to others may be implied. To 
some we find no answers. 

Job asked: "If a man die, shall he live again" (Job 
14:14)? Man dies; "Where is he" (v.10)? All we can 
know about life after death is what is revealed to us in 
the word of God. 

The scriptures teach: 
1. Physical death is the separation of spirit and 

body. The word death means separation, not ceasing 
to be. James says, "The body without the spirit is 
dead" (Jas. 2:26). He does not say that the spirit is 
dead without the body. 

At death, the spirit returns to God who gave it, 
and the body returns to the dust of the earth (Eccl. 
12:7). God is Spirit (John 4:24), and man is created in 
the image of God (Gen. I :27). Man's spirit comes 
from God, who is immortal (1 Tim. 10: 17; Heb. 12:9); 
man's body is mortal (Rom. 8:11). Daniel said he was 
grieved in his spirit in the midst of his body (Dan. 
7:15). The spirit is the part of man that thinks and 
remembers. It is the mind, the "inward man" (1 Cor. 
2: 11; 2 Cor. 4: 16). Death does not touch the inward 
person. It touches only the body. The spirit lives on. 
The spirit is immortal (Psa. 22:26; Matt. 10:28). 

2. The faithful child of God at the moment of 
death departs to be with the Lord at rest in an unseen 
world. He is not in the grave with his decaying body. 
John wrote: "Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labors; and their works do follow 
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them" (Rev. 14: 13). Lazarus was at rest in Abraham's 
bosom after death (Luke 16:25). Hades (a Greek word 
translated hell in the King James Version) is the realm 
of disembodied spirits for both the good and the bad. 
The spirit of the rich man was in Hades (Luke 16:23). 
But there is a "gulf' between the righteous spirits and 
the wicked spirits in the Hadean realm (v. 26). Fallen 
angels and bad spirits are in Hades, while awaiting the 
last judgment (2 Pet. 2:4,9; Jude 6). 

3. In Hades the soul is not asleep but conscious 
between death and the resurrection. The rich ran was 
conscious and was told to "remember" (Luke 16:25). 
He did remember his life on earth, and this caused 
him anguish. He was "tormented" and Lazarus was 
"comforted," and this implies consciousness. 

After death the "gulf is fixed." The lost can do 
nothing to change their condition. Nothing is said in 
scripture about praying for the dead, or prayers ben
efiting the dead, or anything about purgatory. Too, 
nothing is said about people in Hades knowing what 
is happening on earth. The living cannot communicate 
with departed spirits, although this has been pretended 
for many centuries among pagan cults. The practice 
was severely condemned in the Old Testament (Lev. 
19:31 ; Deut. 18:10-12). 

4. That when Christ comes again the earth will be 
burned up and destroyed, annihilated (2 Pet. 3:7,10); 
the dead will be raised and the living will be changed 
(1 Cor. 15:51-53); and a day of judgment will be for 
·an nations (Rom. 14:10,12; 2 Cor. 5:10). Christ de
scribed the judgment in Matt. 25:31-46, at which time 
the righteous shall go away into eternal life while the 
wicked will go away into eternal damnation. 

5. After the judgment the righteous will be in the 
eternal home of the saved, and the wicked will be in 
the place of the damned. No one can fully understand 
the beauties of heaven. Neither can anyone fully grasp 
the anguish of hell. 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 



DIRECTORY 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section arc: 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $150.00 
for 5 lines; S 180.00 fo r 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 
lines. $375.00 for 8 lines. 

Send all correspondence to 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 

P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 
WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 lith Avenue, 
9970 I. (907) 456-492 1. 

CALIFORNIA 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (7 14) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 9 1107 (818) 
79 1-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309LarreaAve.,92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or friends. 
Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER
NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

central 
CHuacH oFCHarsT 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCII OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

CAPE CORAL- CENTRAL CIIURC H OF 
CHRIST. 4720 SE 15th Ave., Unit 201. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 813-945-7060 or 
813-542-8839. - - - ---
CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CII URCH OF 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, II A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Billy R. Davidson. minister. 

GAINESV ILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 18 11 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
usc Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. 
Jeffcoat, evangelist. 

------
JACKSONVLLLE--WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 77 1-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1 807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (8 13) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-565 1 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun . 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, 
evangelist. 

SEBRLNG- 904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 
McGhee, evangelist. 

GEORGIA 

ATLANTA-AVONDALE C HURC H OF 
CHRIST, 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 
299- 1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. ( 1.1 miles 
inside 1-285) 

BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 
( I mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(9 12) 956-37 19, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 

DULUTH- DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke St., 558 11. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (2 18) 722- 1984, 722-187 1. 

MISSOURI 

BRANSON-CHURCH OF CIIRIST, 307 Seventh 
St. Sun. 8: 15 A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. 
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (4 17) 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

OHIO 

FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (5 13) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878- 1162. 

TENNESSEE 

MEMPIIIS-KNIGIIT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38 11 8. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. Call 
(901) 363-3300 or E. L. Whitaker, minister, (901) 
363-1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 4 1 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off I-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed 
7:30 P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3 i2 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
353 1. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 

RICHWOOD- CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church 
St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
703-382-7777. 

FOREIGN 

TI1echurch meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

Nichol's Pocket 
Bible 

Encyclopedia 
by 

Mr. & Mrs. C R. Nichol 
224 pages of useful 

information on a wide 
variety of Bible subjects. 
Small enough to fit into 

your pocket or purse. 

Paperback 
$2.25 

plus shippi11g 

Order from 
Firm Foundation 

Publishing Co. 
PO Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
817-498-8512 
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Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church 
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Ads must 
be received by the first of the month to appear In the next month's Issue. Ads must be 
cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Preacher wanted with minimum of S to 10 years 
experience. Congregation of 60 plus without elders
but men with excellent potential. Full support; fast
growing community. Send resume and references to 
Dennis Mcintosh, PO Box 662, Farmington Mo. 
63640 

Small town in Arizona looking for full-time minister. 
Need a man with experience, aggressive for the work, 
a motivated teacher, grounded finn in the truth, not 
anti-cooperative. Small congregation, no house, 
salary negotiable (Approx. $1SOO per month). Send 
resume and/or video to Steve Christensen, 211 W. 
Wade, Payson, AZ 8SS41. (602) 474-4207. 

Santa Fe Church of Christ seeks a mature gospel 
preacher who is well-grounded in the word. Full
time position with competitive salary, benefits, house, 
and utilities provided. Please write: Santa Fe Church 
of Christ, PO Box 4273, Santa Fe, NM 87S02, to 
request information on the application process. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Minister looking for support to do oversees mi,ssion 
work in Czechoslovakia. For more information 304-
2S7-1S42 or write: Wayne C. Rawlings, 10 Ours St., 
Petersburg, WV 26847. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUDENT? MOVING TO A11.ANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale-an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-147S. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC 
SYSTEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
S916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 208Sl 

Please give us the books and Bibles you no longer 
need or use, and we will ship them to missionaries 
and schools of preaching overseas. Attalla Church 
of Christ, S03 Hughes Ave., Attalla, AL 3S9S4. 20S
S47-80S3, 20S-S38-1837. 

Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box SOlO, Pell City, AL 
3S12S 

Moving? 

Please notlry us by sending your old address 

label along with your new address. 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$18.00 

Postage Appreciated 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone (805) 721-8925 

1210 9th Ave. 
Delano, CA 93215 

,---~--~----------~------~ HOUSEPARENTSNEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 
HOUSEPARENTS 

Contact 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 

FOR SALE 
RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 

prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

BASIC BmLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending Sll.SO to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

Special Offer on Firm Foundation Lectureship Books 
$64.95 for the complete set 

30 June 1992 
Firm Foundation 

The Firm Foundation of God Standeth ..... regularly $13.95 
Joshua ..... regularly $13.95 

Jeremiah Volume ! ..... regularly $13.95 
Jeremiah Volume 2 ..... regularly $19.95 

The Gospel According to John ..... regularly $14.95 
The Gospel According to Luke ..... regularly $15.95 

A $92.70 value for only $64.95 plus shiooing. 

Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 210876 • BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

(817) 498-8512 
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Western Ohio Valley Finn Foundation Lectureship 
"Christ and His Church" 

June 7-11, 1992 
Northridge Church of Christ 

2211 Needmore Road Dayton, Ohio 45414 
Phone 513-274-6801 
Fred Davis, Director 

Sunday, June 7, 1992 Wednesday, June 10, 1992 

GUS EOfF 

9:30AM ..... Why I Believe in God ..................................... Fred Davis 9:00AM ...... More Love for God .................................. Raymond Hagood 
10:30 AM ..... Christ's Concern fo r the Wayward ................. Hershel Wilson 10:00 AM ...... The Purity of Life .................... ................ Ron Cosby 
7:00PM ...... Elders-Duties and Responsibilities ............... David Brown I I :00 AM ...... Leadership in the .................................... .. 
8:00 PM ...... Trials and Tribulation of the Church ............ Local Church ............................................ Johnie Scaggs 

............ from the Beginning .......................................... Eddie Whitten I :30 PM ....... Elders-Do 1l1ey Have Authority 
Monday, June 8, 1992 ............ in the Local Church? ................................ Wayne Coats 

9:00AM ..... New Testament Teaching on Giving .............. Richard Melson 2:30PM ....... The Preacher and His Work .................... Holger Neubauer 
10:00 AM ..... Lord's Supper .............................................. .... Bruce Ziebhart 3:30PM ....... Deacons-Duties and 
II :00 AM ..... Christ and His Teaching on Hell ...... .............. Jim Mitchell ............ Responsibilities ......................................... Tom Bright 
I :30 PM ...... Christ and His Teaching on Heaven ............... John Barcus 7:00 PM ....... Congregational Singing 
2:30PM ...... The Challenge of the Local Church to the 7:30PM ....... Why I Believe in the Inspiration 

............ Great Commission ........................................... Denton Landon ............ of the Bible ............................................... Winford Claiborne 
3:30 PM ...... The Plan of Salvation-Man's Part ................ Jimmy Clark 8:30 PM ....... The Christian Home .................. ............... H.A. (Buster) Dobbs 
7:00 PM ...... Congregational Sing ing Thursday, June 11, 1992 
7:30PM ...... Authority in Religion ....................................... Winfred Clark 9:00AM ...... Biblical Teaching on the Role 
8:30 PM ...... Let Us Rise Up and Build .. .......................... ... Jim Boyd ............ of Women in the Church ......................... Lynn Matheny 

Tuesday, June 9, 1992 10:00 AM ...... Grace, Faith , and .................................... .. 
9:00 AM ..... What Kind of Music Does God Autho rize ............ Law ...................... ................ ..................... Gene Carrell 

............ in the New Testament Worship? ..................... Gus Eoff II :00 AM ...... Biblical Teaching on Marriage ................ Steve Wiggins 
10:00 AM ..... Why I Believe in Jesus Christ ......................... Don Treadway I :30 PM ....... 1l1e Purity of Doctrine ............................. Noah Hackworth 
I I :00 AM ..... The Second Coming of Christ ......................... Terry Varner 2:30PM ....... Is Truth Attainable? ................................. John Baldwin 

I :30 PM ...... Christ and His Preaching ................................. Charles Pugh 3:30PM ....... The Church Through the Eyes 
2:30 PM ...... Redemption for a Lost World ......................... Roger Jackson ............ of the Prophets .......................................... Emanuel Daugherty 
3:30PM ...... Will the Church Survive? ................................ Tom Wacaster 7:00PM ....... Congregational Singing 
7:00 PM ...... Congregational Singing 7:30PM ....... Upon What Can Our Young 
7:30PM ...... Who Is My Neighbor? ........ ...... ....................... Garland Elkins ............ People Depend? ............. ........................... Glenn Colley 
8:30 PM ...... Love- I Corinthians 13 .................................. Joe Gilmore 8:30 PM ....... Young People for the Church .................. Gary Colley 

Lunch served at 110on, Monday-- -Thursday by the ladies of Northridge 
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Firm Foundation 
Bible Correspondence Course 

Sixteen Bible Lessons Wri tten by H. A. (B uste r) Dobbs 
1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each-$2.40 per set-plus shipping 
Answer sheets included free upon request. 
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Ascertaining Bible Authority 
By Roy Deaver. 

Human beings do not establish Bible authority. It is 
God himself who establishes the authority. It is our 
responsibility to discover that authority (in connec
tion with required attitudes and conduct), to respect 
it, and to be governed by it. Brother Deaver's book is 
an excellent study of this topic. Paperback. 

$4.00 plus shipping 
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Omnipresence 
By Earl Trimble 

The term omnipresence means "present every
where." The idea is expressed as an attribute of God 
in scripture: "Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or 
where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend 
into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell 
(or Sheol), behold, You are there. If I take the wings 
of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea, Even there Your hand shall lead me, And 
Your right hand shall hold me" (Psa. 139:7-10, 
NKJV). 

The Significance and Implication of God's 
Omnipresence · · 

When finite man sets about to explain _the at
tributes of the Infinite God, he faces a difficult, if 
not impossible, task. Job said it is God "which doeth 
gre~t things past finding out" (Job 9: 10). Paul said, 
"Oh, the depth of the riches of both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and His ways past finding out" (Rom. 
11:33, NKJV)! Whereas the finite has built in limita
tions, the Infinite knows no such limits. It is impos
sible for a limited mind fully to grasp the unlimited. 

Yet God, has revealed certain things about him
self to us (Deut. 29:29). In doing this, his communi
que to man uses figurative and symbolic language. 
The spiritual is explained in terms of the physical or 
material. For example: When the prophet Ezekiel 
saw heaven opened and beheld visions of God, he 

used such terms in describing the heavenly vision as 
"likeness," "appearance," "as it were," and "the like
ness of the appearance." God's prophet was careful 
in describing heavenly things so as to save us from 
slavish literalism. 

When we think of God's being present every
where and not being confined anywhere specifically, 
he permeates and extends beyond finite creation. In 
what sense, then, does scripture speak of his being 
present in designated places at certain times? In what 
sense did he walk among the Israelites, or in what 
sense does he dwell in the church today or in Chris
tians? 

Does it not seem reasonable that when scripture 
speaks of God's being present, or meeting people in 
certain places, that it means he manifested himself to 
them through tangible means? Such purposes were 
for communicating in verbal language, for being 
worshiped, or in visibly guiding and directing his 
people. For his being referred to as the God of heaven 
is but to speak of a specific manifestation of author
' ity-not that the Being of God can be contained or 
confined in heaven. 

There is a sense in which the Bible speaks of 
Deity as dwelling in the Christian that cannot be 
said for the sinner. But is it reasonable to think in 
literal terms when Holy Writ speaks of Deity (infi
nite, unlimited, and not localized) as dwelling or 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Role of Women 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Carroll Osburn, professor of the New Test
ament at Abilene Christian University (ACU), 
presented several studies during the 1992 ACU 
lectureship dealing with the role of women in 
the church. Brother Osburn asserted that wo
men in the first century church with apostolic 
approval preached to the general assembly of 

the saints on the Lord's day and directed public prayers. 
The Optimist (ACU newspaper, March 11, 1992) quoted 

Osburn as saying that the few negative responses he received "did 
not deal with the point of his lecture, but were emotional reac
tions." Osburn invites "a very serious theological conversation." 

The femi nist movement in our modern society has made a 
determined effort to erase any difference between men and women. 
Of course, they failed. Feminists have vainly attempted to have 
women think like a man, walk like a man, act like a ·man, work 
like a man, talk like a man, and smell like a man. Most women 
have rejected the nonsense of unisexual humans and the lesbian
ism so disgustingly prominent among many feminist leaders. 

Television has featured women knocking men unconscious 
with a well-placed karate chop, holding a big pistol with both 
hands and shooting up the landscape, cursing like a tattooed sailor, 
and guzzling more beer than a half-wit freshman away from home 
for the first time. A few foolish girls have been bamboozled by 
such imprudent inanity, but most have not swallowed the bait. 

Godly women maintain their femininity. They wisely refuse 
to try to imitate men. They decline to wear stainless steel brace
lets, display unshaved legs, and abandon perfume, pink ruffles 
and fri lls. Thank God for their good sense. Most women want to 
be women. They thankfully accept their role as wife and mother 
and are glad to be protected, pampered, loved, and sheltered. 
They understand their divine appointment to bear children in la
bor and travail and want no part of the sweaty work of grubbing 
a living in the midst of briars and thorns. The scatterbrained 
among women may think is it just dandy to drive a garbage truck, 
but the intelligent woman is content to stay home and take care of 
the kids and be loved by her devoted husband and have her 
children rise up and call her blessed. ''The hand that rocks the 
cradle ...... " 



Please do not misunderstand. We are not talking about the 
barefoot-and-pregnant syndrome. It is a basic principle .of fair 
play for a woman to have political, economic, and social rights 
equal to those of men. Equal pay for equal work is right and 
good. 

A worthy woman who can find? For her price is far above 
rubies. 

The heart of her husband trusteth in her, And he shall have no 
lack of gain. 

She doeth him good and not evil All the days of her life. 
She seeketh wool and flax, And worketh willingly with her 

hands. 
She is like the merchant-ships; She bringeth her bread from 

afar. 
She riseth also while it is yet night, And giveth food to her 

household, And their task to her maidens. 
She considereth a field, and buyeth it; With the fruit of her 

hands she planteth a vineyard. 
She girdeth her loins with strength, And maketh strong her 

anns. 
She perceiveth that her merchandise is profitable: Her lamp 

goeth not out by night 
She layeth her hands to the distaff, And her hands hold the 

spindle. 
She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; Yea, she reacheth 

forth her hands to the needy. 
She is not afraid of the snow for her household; For all her 

household are clothed with scarlet. 
She maketh for herself carpets of tapestry; Her clothing is fine 

linen and purple. 
Her husband is known in the gates, When he sitteth among the 

elders of the land. 
She maketh linen gannents and selleth them, And delivereth 

girdles unto the merchant. 
Strength and dignity are her clothing; And she laugheth at the 

time to come. 
She openeth her mouth with wisdom; And the law of kindness 

is on her tongue. 
She looketh well to the ways of her household, And eateth not 

the bread of idleness. 

The worthy woman does not try to compete with men. She 
understands and rejoices in her exalted position. She tends to her 
household duties, exercises good judgment in business deals, pro
motes and exalts her husband, takes care of and trains her pre
cious children. 

You may be wondering what all this has to do with Carroll 
Osburn and ACU. Well, it sets the stage. It does what Osburn 
ought to have done but failed to do. It shows the place of woman 
and the honor and respect she richly deserves and keeps her in her 
proper station. Osburn wants woman to abandon distaff and spindle 
and take her husband's place in the gates of the city. Instead of 



quietly and submissively supporting her husband and 
honoring him as her head, Osburn thinks she ought 
to be writing sermons, castigating heretics, debating 
the gainsayer, and leading the flock. 

Osburn wants pulpit-pounding women in the 
church, standing eyeball to eyeball with false teach
ers and fighting with the beast of Ephesus because 
he thinks the apostle Paul approved it in his letter to 
the saints at Corinth. 

Paul wrote, "Every woman praying or prophesy
ing with her head unveiled dishonoreth her head" (1 
Cor. 11 :5). Osburn concludes Paul meant for women 
to preach and lead prayers in public assemblies of 
both men and women. He argues the context of the 
passage is a Sunday service in which all the saints 
are gathered together. He informs us that women led 
the prayers and preached the sermon, and Paul did 
not tell them to stop. He only told them to keep their 
veils on. 

Osburn argues that Paul is required to state his 
whole proposition in a single sentence. The apostle 
is not allowed to say in one part of his epistle that 
women were leading prayers and preaching sermons 
(1 Cor.11 :5) and several hundred words later to say 
they are to keep silence in the public assembly dur
ing the preaching and praying service (1 Cor. 14:34). 
He fails to explain why he imposes this gag on Paul. 

Osburn leaves the impression that what the Corin
thian women were doing in the public worship in 
leading prayers and preaching sermons was innocent 
and proper. Osburn informs us that it was socially 
acceptable for women to wear veils and offensive 
for them to fail to do so, and Paul therefore tells 
them to preach with their veils on. Osburn assures us 
that since we have no such custom, it is good for 
today' s woman to preach unveiled. 

He tells us not to worry because he has surveyed 
the situation and finds that less than 1% of the women 
in the church want to preach. His attitude is, "No big 
deal; only a few women will take advantage of the 
opportunity; so be cool and let them have a few 
pulpits." Would Osburn find it unacceptable if a ma
jority of the women in the church wanted to mount 
the pulpit and ring the message out? 

Paul had a very different view of the matter. He 
was alarmed at the spectacle of unveiled women in 
public places. His first concern was for the immod-
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esty and vulgarity of women exposing themselves. 
The veil covered not only the head but most of 

the female torso. Geikie says, ''The covering men
tioned by Paul. .. was a large shawl, in many cases 
covering the whole person .... "Vine calls it a cov
ering and says the word means, ''To cover up. . .in 
the middle voice, to cover oneself." Macknight wrote, 
''The veil used by the eastern women was so large as 
to cover a great part of their body. This appears 
from Ruth's veil, which held six measures of bar
ley'' (Ruth 3: 15). Barnes says, "It would seem from 
this that the women removed their veils, and wore 
their hair dishevelled, when they pretended to be 
under the influence of divine inspiration. This was 
the case with heathen priestesses, and, in doing so, 
Christian women imitated them." 

Here is the true picture. The temple priestesses 
in Corinth-its most sacred temple maintained thou
sands of slave-girl prostitutes-pranced unclothed 
in the temple to bring in money. This exercise of 
idolatry had been brought into the church by the 
bawdy girls of Corinth. Falsely claiming to be under 
the throes of inspiration, they took their clothes off 
and prophesied. Their naked soothsaying was not at 
all acceptable to the apostle. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

• NOTUmON 
• TWO-YEAR PROGRAM 

• V. A. APPROVED 

Emphasis on: 
Sound Doctrine 

Evangelism 
Learning the Word 

David P. Brown, Director 
8900 Manchaca Road 

Austin, TX 78748 
(512) 282-2486 

Please put us in contact with prospective students. 



The correctness of this view of the passage is 
demonstrated in Paul's almost violent reaction to 
what was happening on the Lord's day in Corinth. 
Paul is not mild in castigating the procedure. He 
says, "It is one and the same thing as if she were 
shaven. For if a woman is not veiled, let her also be 
shorn: but if it is a shame to a woman to be shorn or 
shaven, let her be veiled" (1 Cor. 11:5-6). 

Make no mistake; Paul is saying that women in 
Corinth removing their veil behaved like prostitutes! 
H married, the practice dishonored their husbands
or heads. It was vile and wicked and could not be 
tolerated. He concludes by saying that if any person 
wanted to argue the matter, he was laying it down 
by his apostolic authority that in the church of God 

Omnipresence 
(continued from page 1) 

abiding within the Christian who is finite, limited, 
and localized? The Deity-in-us passages imply that 
it is Deity's power, influence, or characteristics, and 
not the Infinite Being of Deity, which is evidenced 
in God's man. 

In times past men were moved by the Holy Spirit 
of God as he communicated to them in a direct or 
immediate manner (2 Pet. 1:21). Today men are 
moved, if they are moved, by the Spirit of God in an 
indirect, mediate manner-by means of his written 
truth (1 Thess. 2: 13). 

Is it possible for an Infinite Being literally, in his 
own Person, to be contained and confined wholly 
within only a part of the finite creation or within a 
single finite being? Infinite means "with no limits or 
bounds." In his infinitude, God extends beyond and 
surrounds the finite creation and contains it. There is 
no place beyond him for anything to be. God is 
Spirit (John 4:24). He cannot be localized in ~e 
sense that he is wholly here, or wholly there. He ts 
everywhere. God is our environment; we are not his 
(Acts 17:28). 

10121 Luella 
El Paso, TX 79925 

it simply was not done (1 Cor. 11:16). His command 
is, "Stop it!" 

Later Paul is to say in connection with the preach
ing service in the public assembly of the church, 
"Let the women keep silence in the churches: for it 
is not permitted unto them to speak; but let them be 
in subjection, as also saith the law" (1 Cor. 14:34). 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

713-469-3102 

(This debate with brother Osburn will continue 
in future issues of the paper-Dobbs.) 

Playing with Fire 
By Jim Deannan 

Can a man play with fire and not be burned? 
Many in today's world seem to think so. But 
long ago, by inspiration, Solomon asked the 
question this way: "Can a man take frre in his 
bosom, and his clothes not be burned? Can one 
go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned 
(Prov. 6:27-28)? The question is rhetorical; the 
answer is already known-it is "no." When we 
play with fire, we get burned, scorched, seared 
by the flames. Tod~y many are frolicking in 
the frres of fornication, freedom from all au
thority, especially the authority of the Bible, 
feasting upon what feels good, with no regard 
for the immediate or the eternal consequences. 
Solomon goes on to reveal the application of 
his questions in Proverbs 6:29 by writing, "So 
he that goeth in to his neighbor's wife; whoso
ever toucheth her shall not be innocent." 

Truth for the World 
One-Minute Radio Sermons 

P. 0. Box 751135 
Memphis, TN 38175-1135 
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The Koran-(2) 
By Jerry Moffitt 

This article will show how carnal the Koran is, 
how obsessed Mohammed was with hell, and what 
his view of Jesus was. I am using a copy of the 
Koran by Penguin Classics, 1974, translated by N.J. 
Dawood. 

A Carnal Book 
Mohammed was consumed by sex and could 

not think of heaven in any other way. Notice these 
quotes which speak either of earthly blessings or 
eternal life: 

"In each there shall be virgins chaste and fair. 
Which of the Lord's blessings would you deny? 
Dark-eyed virgins sheltered in their tents" (p. 21). 

"As for the righteous, they shall surely triumph. 
Theirs shall be gardens and vineyards, and high
bosomed maidens for companions" (p. 53). 

"Who restrain their carnal desire (save with their 
wives and slave-girls, for these are lawful t~ them: 
he that lusts after other than these is a transgressor)" 
(p. 58, 220). 

''Theirs shall be the dark-eyed houris (a sensual 
young woman) ... We created the houris and made 
them virgins, loving compaluons for those on the 
right hand" (pp. 110-111). 

"Women are your fields: go, then, into your fields 
as you please" (p. 356). [See also pp. 117, 149, 170, 
220, 335, 409.] 

A Fixation on HeU 
It is not wrong to speak of hell. Jesus mentioned 

it fourteen times. In the Koran Mohammed mentions 
it around seventy-two times, often trying to threaten 
his followers to give their wealth or fight his battles. 
He gives it a sadistic and earthly flavor not found in 
the Bible. 

''They shall drink boiling water and be sternly 
punished" (p. 64). 

"When they cry out for drink they shall be show
ered with water as hot as molten brass" (p. 94). 

"But if he is an erring disbeliever, his welcome 
will be scalding water and he will bum in Hell" (p. 
112). 

"Dragged into the fire ... faces downwards .. .feel 
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the touch of hell" (p. 114). 
''They shall be dragged through boiling water" 

(p. 168). 
"Cast him into the blazing flames" (pp. 171, 172). 
"Its flames will scorch their faces and they will 

writhe with pain" (p. 225). 
"Let them taste their drink: scalding water, fes

tering blood, and other putrid things" (p. 288). 
''No sooner will their skins be consumed than we 

shall give them other skins (says Allah), so that they 
may truly taste our scourge" (p. 372). 

Almost as conspicuous as its hobby on hell is the 
absence of any mention of a remedial system. There 
is no lamb without spot or blemish, no ransom, no 
expiation, no propitiation, no redemption. There is 
no God who in Christ reconciles sinners to himself. 
There is no Son who lays down his life that he may 
take i~ again and draws all men unto himself. Instead, 
·the Koran is filled with threats of hell and promises 
of black-eyed virgins. 

Concerning Jesus 
''Those who say: 'The Lord of mercy has begot

ten a son' preach a monstrous falsehood, at which 
the heavens might crack" (p. 37). 

"Admonish those who say that Allah has begotten 
a son. . .a monstrous blasphemy is that which they 
utter~ They preach nothing but falsehoods" (p. 9). 

"Jesus was no more than a mortal whom we fa
vored and made an example to the Israelites" (p. 152). 

See more of the same on pages 153, 242, 265, 
279,323,384,395,400,413,435. 

The truth Mohammed tries to attack is found in 
part in this biblical announcement: "And in none 
other (name) is there salvation: for neither is there 
any other name under heaven, that is given among 
men, wherein we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 

The Koran is a human book, unworthy to be com
pared favorably with the Bible. The one is earthly 
and worldly. The other is spiritual and heavenly. 

P. 0. Box 1275 
Portland, TX. 78374 
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The Hidden Agenda 
of the New Hermeneutic 

By Dr. J. E. Choate 

"And the Debate Goes On" is the title of an 
article by Bill R. Swetmon printed in a 1991 issue 
of Image. He laments that persons "who have been 
advocating a more serious look at scripture have 
been accused of trying to destroy the church, deny
ing the inspiration of the scripture, and radical liber
alism." 

Swetmon further complains that preachers who 
have spoken out against our traditional methods of 
interpretation have been barred from speaking on 
some college lectureships, and others cancelled from 
previously scheduled appointments. He claims that 
some spokesmen for the "new hermeneutic" have 
been slandered by vengeful authors. If such be, they 
should be cautioned and advised to mend their ways. 
The debate over the "new hermeneutic" is indeed 
intense and mounting. Why is all of this so? What is 
behind all this fuss? 

There is a "hidden agenda" centering in and 
around the "new hermeneutic" still undefined. It 
seems good to me, having tracked the course of the 
"new hermeneutic" for the past two years, to set 
down these matters in the order of their happening. I 
have read all of the Christian Scholarship Papers 
since 1981 bearing on the subject. And I have like
wise read all the articles in Image and most other 
articles appearing in brotherhood papers. I approach 
my task with confidence and stand to be corrected. I 
claim only modest credentials as a Bible and church 
historian and a social and cultural historian. 

Historical Background 
Don Haymes sounded the keynote in 197 4 for 

the present ongoing hermeneutical debate. In an ar
ticle titled ''The Silence of the Scholars," Haymes 
faulted "conservative" Christian scholars who would 
not accept the validity of modem theology. He had 
in mind Karl Barth, Rudolph Bultmann, Paul Tillich, 
Emil Brunner, and others. The Interpreters Bible and 

the Revised Standard Version of the Bible had been 
in print several years. 

Dr. Thomas Olbricht appeared early on as the 
leading spokesman for the advent of a "new herme
neutic." This is attributed to his earlier writings on 
hermeneutics and to the homage paid him by Gary 
D. Collier and others. Olbricht's familiarity with mod
em scholarship is found in a 1980 article in Mission 
which reads in part: ''The publication of Karl Barth's 
commentary on Romans in the 1922 edition her
alded a new interest in the theology of the Bible in 
Europe." That interest spread to America. In a 1989 
CSC paper, Olbricht reminds us of the puzzling state
ment that Don Haymes had written in 197 4 that what 
"all of us can do is clean up our terminology and 
desacralize the word 'conservative.'" Olbricht para
phrased Haymes thus that "all of us should dirty our 
hands with much soul searching." What Olbricht pre
cisely meant, we do not venture to say. 

The Christian Scholars Conference 
The annual Christian Scholars Conference had 

its beginning in July of 1981, with Olbricht as its 
organizer. The esc is hosted annually by one of our 
institutions of higher learning. Each university se
lects its theme and designates persons placed in charge 
of handling the affairs. That a scholar reads a paper 
does not imply that the institution endorses the 
speaker or his paper. 

Dr. Michael Casey gave an account of the begin
ning of the esc in 1981 and speakers and the gist of 
their papers. He wrote: "It was a historic occasion. 
That was the first time that scholars in our heritage 
came together to discuss issues in the churches of 
Christ among themselves." 

James Thompson, one of the speakers, made a 
significant statement: "It was not until the 1950's 
that a large number of scholars in our heritage 
equipped themselves to do original research in the 

July 1992 7 
Finn Foundation 



New Testament." Thompson went on to say that 
"we now have scholars among us who can write 
books at the cutting edge of scholarship." 

Would the advocates of the "new hermeneutic" 
spell out for us the methodology of the "new herme
neutic"? This has not been done, and we do not 
expect it to be. Gary D. Collier came closest in 1987-
88 when he read three papers during meetings of the 
CSC. What Collier said is simply put and could not 
be plainer said. · 

Collier rejected hands down any form of New 
Testainent pattern doctrine. He stated the "old her
meneutic" is based on a detailed and slavish atten
tion and compliance with apostolic "command, ex
ample, and necessary inference," which seeks to es
tablish biblical authority through inductive reason
ing based upon related prO<?f texts. He consigned the 
"old hermeneutic" to the dust bin of past history. He 
stated that the most important single literary produc
tion of the "old hermeneutic" is the Gospel Advo
cate New Testament Commentaries; and such ac
cording to Collier should also go into the dust bins 
of history (CSC, 1987). 

What Is the Hidden Agenda? 
If Collier is so positive about the flawed meth

odology of the "old hermeneutic," why cannot he be 
as explicit in describing the "new hermeneutic"? We 
are interested in what Collier has to say about the 
Scholarship Movement. He tells us that the move
ment in the churches of Christ which began about 

1950 became interested in "interacting more seri
ously with world-wide sch~larship." 

We petition Collier to subject the Interpreters 
Bible Commentaries to the same scrutiny which he 
has applied to the Gospel Advocate Commentaries. 
He should address such problems as the Mosaic au
thorship of the Pentateuch and the "synoptic" prob
lem. We would hope he would address Martin 
Dibelius and Rudolph Bultmann's handling of the 
"synoptic" problem. Now we do not expect him to 
do thi~, nor Olbricht, nor any of the others. What is 
the "hidden agenda" of the "new hermeneutic?'' The 
answer lies in conclusions already reached without 
regard for the rules of exegesis and rules governing 
hermeneutics. The agenda is to re-define the role of 
women in the church and have marriage and divorce 
left to subjective judgment; instrumental music is a 
non-issue; grace only; the non-essentiality of bap
tism; open fellowship with all professing Christians; 
the abandonment of any concept of Bible patterns; 
and even bizarre rituals accommodated in the wor
ship of some churches of Christ today. 

Postscript 
We await the "Second Coming," and we expect 

that event before we shall hold a printed copy of a 
"new hermeneutic" in our hands. 

3714/fz Bebnonl Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 

''Legalism'' 
By Dave Miller 

The voices which ridicule and condemn brethren 
who insist upon sensitivity to truth are becoming 
louder and more numerous. They brand as "legalis
tic" and "fundamentalist" those who refuse to ca
pitulate to their lax and open attitudes toward the 
"strait and narrow." In many quarters of the brother
hood, one is eyed with suspicion if he becomes too 
vocal in stressing to Christians the need to conform 
strictly to the will of God in all matters of faith and 

8 July 1992 
Firm Foundation 

practice. He is set aside as an immature and pharisa
ical misfit who has simply never grown to the point 
of grasping the true spirit of Jesus. He is a "nega
tive" and "brutal demagogue." He is a "legalist." 

What precisely is "legalism"? Is "legalism" to be 
equated with too much concern for obedience? Is 
"legalism" equivalen~ to ardent determination to keep 
God's commandments? One who possesses such a 
view would naturally tend to gloss over "details" of 



New Testament teaching, relegating to the realm of 
minimal importance various matters which he deems 
are not "weightier matters of the law." In the words 
of one rather permissive preacher, "We don't sweat 
the small stuff." 

"Legalism," in its negative classical usage, en
tails trusting in one's own goodness. The focus is 
upon one's attitude about his own person and prac
tice-not upon the propriety of the practices them
selves. God has always condemned the person who 
is proud of his obedient actiqns and who expects to 
r~ceive God's grace on the basis of those actions 
(e.g. Luke 18:9ff; 17:10; Rom. 9:31ft). 

God also always commends the person who main
tains absolute fidelity to the specifics of his com
mands (John 14: 15; Heb. 5:9). The difference be
tween the former and the latter is the attitude of the 
individual-a factor which only God is in a position 
to perceive (Luke 6:8). How presumptuous for some 
to denounce one who exhibits loyalty to God's 
words-as if they are able to know his heart and 
read his mind! One generally thinks of the Pharisees 
as the classic example of "legalism." But how so? 
(1) They were guilty of hypocrisy. They pretended 
to be devoted and went to great lengths to appear 
righteous, but they did not actually follow through 
with genuine, loving obedience to God (Matt. 23:4-
7; 25-28); (2) they gave attention to some biblical 
matters but neglected others (Matt. 23:23,24); and 
(3) they misinterpreted Mosaic law (Matt. 5:17 -48) 
and even went about binding and enforcing their 
fallacious interpretations, elevating these human tra
ditions, laws, and doctrines to the level of scripture 
(Matt. 15:1-9; Mark 7:1-13). With these errors in 
mind, notice that "legalism" does not have to do 
with fervent attention to fulfilling the "letter of the 
law." The Pharisees were not condemned because 
they were too zealous about strict obedience to God's 
will. They were condemned because " they say, and 
do not" (Matt. 23:2). 

In contrast, God has always been vitally con
cerned that those who wish to be pleasing to him 
give great care to obey the details and particulars of 
his instructions (Lev. 10:1-3; 2 Sam. 6:1-7; 1 Chron. 
15:12,13). Jesus even equated this crucial sensitivity 
to obedience with love (John 14:15; 15:14). 

Many who possess a flippant, blase attitude to-

ward rigid obedience think that they are avoiding a 
"legalistic" syndrome, when they are actually dem
onstrating lax, weak spirituality and unfaithfulness. 
"Faithfulness," by definition, is obedient trust or loyal 
compliance wi~ the stipulations of God's will (James 
2: 17-26). "Righteousness," by definition, is right 
doing (Acts 10:34,35; 1 John 3:7). Abraham under
stood this (Gen. 26:5; Heb. 11:8). Moses understood 
this (Deut. 4:2; 6:17; 11:8,13,22,27,28). Joshua un
derstood this (Josh 23:6,11; 24:14,15). John under
stood this (1 John 5:3). Paul understood this (Rom. 
6:16). 

In reality, outcries of "legalism" can serve as 
convenient smoke screens to justify departure from 
the faith and to cloak innovation in the church of 
our Lord. No doubt there are hypocrites in our ranks 
and those with critical hearts whose demands for 
conformity rise out of self-righteous arrogance. But 
the major threat confronting the people of God to
day is the perennial problem of humanity: a stub
born, rebellious propensity for apostasy and unwill
ingness to humbly submit to God's guidelines (Gen. 
4 :7; 1 Sam. 15:22,23; Eccl. 12:13; Mic. 6:8; Matt. 
7:13,14; Rom. 3:10-12; 6:16; 10:21; 2 Thess. 1:8). 
Sure, we must avoid "legalism." But who would 
have imagined the day could come when God's de
mand for obedience would be circumvented and set 
aside as legalism? Let us not mistake "legalism" for 
loving obedience to the will of God in every facet of 
our lives. Let us carefully "do all things which are 
commanded" (Luke 17: 10), recalling Jesus' words: 
"Why call ye me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not the things 
which I say" (Luke 6:46)? Let's stake our lives upon 
the grace of God, but then let's love him, remember
ing that "This is love for God: that we keep His 
commandments" (1 John 5:3). 
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Jesus the Christ 
By Bill Lockwood 

Jesus was either an impious imposter of the 
blackest dye or, as he identified himself, Deity in the 
flesh, the Son of God. There can be no middle ground 
between these settled extremes. One cannot, by the 
very nature of his claims, assign him a middle rank
some Mediterranean half-way house equidistant be
tween both ends. Jesus declared he came forth from 
the Father and would return to him; that he existed 
before Abraham was born; that the authority to for
give sins is in his domain; that he provides rest to 
the human soul; that he would raise the dead and sit 
on the throne of judgment; that the measure of judg
ment consists of his own words. 

If Jesus was not God "in the likeness of man," 
he was a haggling huckster, a cur who made devious 
deception his constant companion. But this is just 
what we do not find. Instead Christ's moral purity 
shines forth upon every page of holy writ. His incor
ruptible character flowed forth as a pure stream to 
humankind. Even in the darkest hours, in the shadow 
of the Praetorium, or suspended between Calvary 
and the clouds, Jesus is the same loving, forgiving, 
and understanding one. "Forgive them, for they know 
not what they do" and ''Today, thou shalt be with 
me in paradise" are utterances of one who could not 
be mere man. 

The Jewish Talmud, which is filled with the most 
wicked blasphemous diatribes against our Lord, such 
as "he died like a beast and was buried in an animal's 
dirt-heap" or that he was an illegitimate child fa-
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thered by a Roman soldier, Pandira, brings not a 
"railing accusation against" his conduct. This omis
sion, which earlier enfeebled lies forgot to include, 
renders the hateful Talmud mute against his purity. 

Only the Son of God would selflessly divert at
tention away from his painful woes to warn gently 
his followers, "weep not for me, but for yourselves, 
for the days are coming .... " Who but God's Son 
could have portrayed that generous compassion to 
his disciples in Gethsemane as he offered this ex
cuse for them who slept at their post of watch: ''The 
spirit indeed is willing but the flesh is weak." 

Jesus was free from Jewish prejudice and nar
rowness; no earthly wealth or ambition burned within 
him; his teaching was free of doubt and despair; his 
Messiahship did not, as infidels suppose, gradually 
dawn upon him, for he calmly foretold his suffering 
and steadfastly set his face toward Jerusalem. He is 
the Christ of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
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You Should Have Seen 
What Happened Sunday! 

By Allen Webster 

Preachers see some unusual things from the pul
pit People are so used to watching TV they forget 
preachers can see them! After a while the unexpected 
becomes commonplace, and he is able to keep his 
composure though "the walls come tumbling down." 

When Christians gather for worship each Lord's 
day, something special happens. Their common bond 
is strengthened as they pour out their heart's grati
tude toward the loving Father. It is a time of worship 
(Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1,2), rejoicing (Psa. 118:24), 
examination (2 Cor. 13:5), and Christian fellowship 
(Acts 2:42-47). It is the highlight of their week. (In 
Acts 20:6,7, Paul delayed his journey for seven days 
so he could worship with the saints.) 

People of all ages are present. Small children, 
teenagers, young adults, mature couples, and senior 
saints have all come to express their love for God. 
While worship is formal, it is not cold or impersonal 
(John 4:24). Personalities are involved, and when
ever such is the case, it can be interesting. Each 
Sunday, seemingly insignificant events occur which 
are spiritual strength indicators. 

Last Sunday you should have seen what hap
pened in worship: (1) Pages rustled. As the herald 
"preached the word" (2 Tim. 4:2), the hearers 
"searched the scriptures" to see "whether those things 
were so" (Acts 17: 11 ). It is music to a preacher's 
ears to hear many pages tum after reference is given 
for reading. This indicated that Christians are thirsty 
for the word (1 Pet. 2:2) and "hungering ... after 
righteousness" (Matt. 5:8). While some do not bring 
Bibles and are more interested in the "in conclusion" 
than the "thus saith the Lord," most are sincerely 
desiring to learn more of the way to heaven. 

(2) A baby cried. Some get upset when a child 
cries during services, but it is a good sign to thinking 
adults. What if none cried? It would mean that there 
were no babies, for they will make noise (despite the 
noble efforts of concerned mothers). A church with 
no babies is most likely a dying church with no young 

families. If no babies cried, it would indicate that 
parents did not see the need to train them in the 
"~urture and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4). 
Caring parents want children to learn about God 
from their first Sunday on planet earth. They do not 
want them to be able to remember the ftrst time they 
came to a worship service. Parents understand that 
they will learn to be quiet as they grow. 

(3) A sister nodded. No one except the preacher 
probably saw it, but a faithful Christian lady nodded 
in agreement with a sermon point. She would not 
speak out to say "amen" like her husband (I Cor. 
14:34), but she encouraged the preacher just as much 
without saying a word. It means a great deal to a 
gospel preacher for those who agree to let it be 
known~ Further, those who may be visiting or weak 
are encouraged to know that the sermon is express
ing both the preacher's convictions and those of 
other Christians. 

(4) A child took notes. Isaiah said, " ... and a 
little child shall lead them" (11:6). How this proves 
true time and again (1 Tim. 4:12)! "Out ~fthe mouths 
of babes" come some of the most profound state
ments. To see a young person interested enough in 
the Bible to take notes is a good sign for the future 
of the church (2 Tim. 3:15). It is also a positive 
reflection on parents and Bible class teachers who 
encourage such (2 Tim. 1 :5). 

(5) Tears were shed. God's word touched good 
and honest hearts and tears of joy were shed over 
"one sinner that repenteth" (James. 5:16, 19, 20). 
Genuine Christian love for each other and the lost 
sometimes finds itself expressed in tears (Luke 19:41; 
Acts 20:37). "Misty eyes" at sermon's end may re
flect determination to live a more faithful life and 
walk more directly in the light (1 John 1 :7). 

Guess what happened in worship! Insignificant? 
Hardly. Rt 1 Box 38 

Tiplersville, MS 38674 
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The Holy Spirit and Conversion 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Introduction 
A. There are many errors relative to the Holy 

Spirit and his work. 
B. Some look on the Holy Spirit as an 

"influence." 
1. If the Holy Spirit is just a subtle 

influence, subject in his acts to no 
known law, the whole subject is 
shrouded in profound mysticism and 
darkness. 

2. If the Spirit enters our souls through 
the pores of the skin; if he disregards 
the laws created for our government, 
it follows we are left in ignorance as 
to his identity and work, out of which 
there is no deliverance. 

c. Some confuse inspiration and conversion. 
Many fail to see the difference between 
the Holy Spirit's work in educating the 
apostles, and the Holy Spirit's work in 
converting sinners to Christ, and in edifying 
the saved. 

D. Only the apostles of Jesus and a group of 
people at the house of Cornelius, and a few 
on whom the apostles laid their hands-and 
their endowment was limited as to degree 
and time-were supernaturally taught. 

E. Many make the Holy Spirit pre-eminent, 
whereas Jesus should be pre-eminent. 
1. "And he is the head of the body, the 

church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all 
things he might have the pre-
eminence" (Col. 1: 18). 

2. "He shall glorify me: for he shall take 
of mine, and shall declare it unto you" 
(John 16:14). 

The Holy Spirit in conversion 

A. 

B. 

c. 

"Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is 
expedient for you that I go away; for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I go, I will send him unto 
you. And he, when he is come, will convict 
the world in respect of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, 
because they believe not on me; of 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, 
and ye behold me no more; of judgment, 
because the prince of this world hath been 
judged. I have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now" (John 
16:7-12). Please note the coming Spirit
the Comforter--was to convict the world 
of sin, righteousness, and judgment. 
"And when he had said this, he breathed 
on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye 
the Holy Spirit: whose soever sins ye 
forgive, they are forgiven unto them; whose 
soever sins ye retain, they are retained" 
(John 20:22,23). The apostles of Jesus were 
to forgive and retain sins. 
The book of Acts is a history of how the 
Spirit convicted sinners of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment and how the 
apostles remitted and retained sins. 
1. The first case history is the conversion 

of 3,000 on Pentecost day in Jerusalem 
(Acts 2:1-47). 
a. "Give ear unto my words" (Acts 

2:14). 
b. "Y e men of Israel, hear these 

words" (Acts 2:22). 
c. "Now when they heard this, they 

were pricked in their heart. . . . " 
(Acts 2:37). 

d. The emphasis is on the word as 

12 July 1992 
Firm Foundation 



it was revealed to the apostles 
and taught to the people-they 
heard what the apostles said and 
the words convicted them of sin, 
righteousness, and a coming 
judgment. 

e. Sinners were told to "Repent ye, 
and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ 
unto the remission of your sins 
.... "(Acts 2:38). 

f. Who soever in faith repented and 
was baptized to obtain the 
forgiveness of sins had his sins 
remitted; who soever refused had 
his sins retained. This is how the 
apostles remitted and retained 
sins per the promise of Jesus in 
John 20:22,23. 

g. The process was many times 
repeated. The sinner was con
victed by hearing the word of 
the gospel; he was told what to 
do to be saved; if he obeyed, he 
was forgiven; if he refused to 
obey, he judged himself un
worthy of eternal life and his sins 
remained. 

2. Soon after Pentecost many others were 
convicted of sin and converted to 
Christ. 
a. "But many of them that heard 

the word believed; and the 
number of the men came to be 
about five thousand" (Acts 4:4). 

b. "And the word of God increased; 
and the number of the disciples 
multiplied in Jerusalem ex
ceedingly; and a great company 
of t~e priests were obedient to 
the faith" (Acts 6:7). 

c. Please note the emphasis on the 
word revealed by the Holy Spirit. 
In every case the word is the 
agency or means by which the 
sinner is saved. 

3. The next recorded case of conversion 

took place w~en Philip, an evangelist, 
went to the city of Samaria to preach 
Christ and his kingdom. 
a. "And Philip went down to the 

city of Samaria, and proclaimed 
unto them the Christ" (Acts 8:5). 

b. "But when they believed Philip 
preaching good tidings con
cerning the kingdom of God and 
the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, both men and 
women" (Acts 8: 12). 

4. Philip was instructed to go to a certain 
highway where he would meet a man 
riding in a chariot (Acts 8:26,27). 
a. The man in the chariot was 

reading the Old Testament 
scriptures but did not understand 
what he read (Acts 8:30). 

b. "And Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning from this Scrip
ture, preached unto him Jesus" 
(Acts 8:35). 

5. Next we learn of the conversion of 
Saul of Tarsus, who was to become 
the great apostle Paul. He was on his 
way to Damascus to persecute the 
disciples of Jesus but was stopped by 
a great, blinding light and the voice 
of the Lord Jesus giving him in
structions. 
a. Enter into the city and "it shall 

be told thee what thou must do" 
(Acts 9:6). 

b. A preacher named Ananias told 
Paul what to do (Acts 9: 17). 

6. The apostle Peter was told by the Spirit 
to go to the house of Cornelius at 
Caesarea in Syria because an angel 
had appeared to him and told him to 
send for Peter. 
a. The angel told Cornelius to bring 

Peter from Lydia to Caesarea and 
listen to him. 

b. The angel told Cornelius Peter 
would "speak unto thee words, 
whereby thou shalt be saved, 
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thou and all thy house" (Acts 
11:14). 

7. Paul taught and baptized many people. 
He went to Philippi in Macedonia to 
preach the word. 
a. "We went forth without the gate 

by a river side, where we sup
posed there was a place of prayer; 
and we sat down, and spake unto 
the women that were come 
together'' (Acts 16:13). 

b. "And a certain woman named 
Lydia, a seller of purple of the 
city of Thyatira, one that wor
shipped God, heard us: whose 
heart the Lord opened to give 
heed unto the things which were 
spoken by Paul" (Acts 16:14). 
Her heart was opened by the 
words spoken by Paul. 

8. Paul and his companion, Silas, were 
put in jail at Philippi but found an 
opportunity to teach their jailor
"And they spake the word of the Lord 
unto him, with all that were in. his 
house" (Acts 16:32). 

9. At Corinth Paul taught "and Crispus, 
the ruler of the synagogue, believed 
in the Lord with all his house; and 
many of the Corinthians hearing 
believed, and were baptized" (Acts 
18:8). 

10. Paul also met twelve men at Ephesus 
and taught them, "and when they 
heard this, they were baptized into the 
name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 19:5). 

D. The word of truth has value and importance. 
1. In every case of conversion the sinner 

was convicted and instructed by the 
use of words. The book of Acts 
stresses the importance of words and 
of preaching. 

2. The New Testament puts great 
emphasis on God's revealed word. 
a. "Sanctify them in the truth: thy 

word is truth" (John 17:17). 
b. "Ye shall know the truth, and 
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the truth shall make you free" 
(John 8:32). 

c. "I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life: no one cometh unto the 
Father, but by me" (John 14:6). 

d. "Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in your obedience to the 
truth unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, love one another from 
the heart fervently: having been 
begotten again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, 
through the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth" (1 Pet. 
1:22,23). 

e. "For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew frrst, and 
also to the Greek" (Rom. 1: 16). 

f. "It was God's good pleasure 
through the foolishness of the 
preaching to save them that 
believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). 

E. The Holy Spirit convicted and converted 
through the powerful, revealed word of 
God. The emphasis is always upon the 
word! Sins were remitted or retained on 
the basis of obedience or disobedience to 
the commands of God. 

m. The word of God is the Spirit's medium for 
convicting and converting the lost. 
A. There is no instance in all of the New 

Testament where any person was convicted 
of his sins and converted to Jesus apart 
from the word of truth. 
1. There is no instance in which any 

person was saved as a result of the 
Spirit's coming directly and im
mediately upon the sinner. 
a. The Spirit did come directly upon 

Cornelius and his family and 
friends, but this was not for his 
salvation. 

b. He was to hear words from Peter 
by which he would be saved 
(Acts 11: 14 ).. The Spirit came 



upon the group before the words 
were spoken, and therefore 
before they either believed or 
were saved, since faith comes by 
hearing (Rom. 10: 17). 

c. The twelve at Ephesus were 
saved and then received the gift 
of the Spirit through the laying 
on of Paul's hands. 

B. The Holy Spirit in convicting and convert
ing always works through the medium of 
the revealed word. 

Comments on the Outline 
All branches of the Catholic Church and all de

nominations in the Anglican and Protestant Refor
mation teach that babies are born totally depraved. 
This is often called the Adamic nature. Babies are 
considered to be guilty of the sin of Adam and Eve 
and are as bad as they can possibly be and cannot be 
any worse than they are at the time of birth. 

Depraved babies, according to this teaching, are 
helpless. Every segment of the Greek Orthodox 
Catholic Church and the Roman Catholic Church 
think babies can be saved from their utter sinfulness 
by baptism alone-baptism without faith or repen
tance. The Greek Orthodox Church immerses ba
bies, but the Roman Catholic Church sprinkles wa
ter on the baby as a substitute for baptism. 

All reformation churches, whether Protestant or 
Anglican, say babies are lost and powerless to do 
anything about it The baby grows into childhood 
and maturity unable to do anything whatever about 
his lost condition. The sinner, according to this view, 
is incapable of thinking, saying, or doing a right 
thing. He can do absolutely nothing to overcome his 
sinfulness. He is helpless. 

If God determines to save the poor sinner, refor
mation churches say he acts unilaterally. In the sal
vation process, according to this theory, God is the 
sole actor. The sinner is powerless to do anything to 
help himself. He does qot act but is acted upon. 
According to this teaching, God in his own good 
pleasure sends a direct, immediate outpouring of the 
Spirit to cut away the inherited sinful nature and 
grant an undeserved, ummerited and, in many cases, 
an unsought gift of repentance, faith, love, and for
giveness. 

Refonnation churches insist that the sinner can 
do absolutely nothing to effect his salvation. For
giveness, they say, comes by grace only and faith 
alone. There is nothing for the sinner to do-there is 
nothing he can do. If this view of forgiveness and 
salvation is correct, then it follows that if a sinner is 
lost, it is through no fault of his own. God is respon
sible for his damnation because God failed to rescue 
him. The sinner can do nothing but is altogether 
passive in redemption. God alone does the acting 
and the saving. If the person is not saved, it is God's 
fault. 

Many who hold to this understanding of salva
tion say they were saved by a direct outpouring of 
the Spirit when they were not seeking salvation nor 
even interested in it. God sent the Spirit into their 
lives without medium or agency and overwhelmed 
them. This is called by many in the refonnation 
movement "an experience of grace." 

If God saves the sinner without means, there is 
no use in preaching the gospel to the lost. If God 
sends his Spirit immediately to reclaim the lost soul 
even when the sinner is heedless and uncaring, then 
God can save the heathen and the savage without 
the need for missionaries, and will do so, if it pleases 
him. If it does not please him, we ought not to inter
fere. 

The Bible does not teach total inherent depravity 
but says that babies are born sinless and safe. Jesus 
said, "Suffer the little children, and forbid them not, 
to come unto me: for to such belongeth the kingdom 
of heaven" (Matt. 19:14). There is one father of all 
human spirits (Heb. 12:9; Eccl. 12:7). God is the 
father of every human spirit. It must be that the spirit 
at the time of conception is pure because God, in his 
very nature, cannot give or do something that is 
impure. A perfect heavenly father cannot give a de
praved spirit. 

The baby grows to maturity. The child comes to 
the point when he understands the difference be
tween right and wrong. He does wrong and refuses 
to do right. He transgresses the moral law of God. 
He is not born sinful but becomes sinful by his trans
gressions (1 John 3:4). The mature sinner decides to 
sin. Sin separates the sinner from a holy and pure 
God (lsa. 59:2). It is the sinner's fault. He made the 
choice. God is not to blame. 
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God is merciful and good and 
desires the salvation of the rebel. 
He sent his Son to die for sinful 
man while we were yet sinners 
(Rom. 5:8). He sent the Holy 
Spirit to reveal the gospel and 
confirm it. The Spirit guided the 
apostles to all the truth (John 
16:13). The gospel (good news 
of salvation) is the power of God 
to save (Rom. 1: 16). It pleases 
God to save believers through the 
seeming foolishness of preaching 
(1 Cor. 1:21). 

In the words of the New Cov
enant, revealed, confirmed, and 
protected by the Holy Spirit, the 
sinner is told what to do to be 
saved. He either does it, or he 
refuses to do it. The choice is 
his. He decided to . sin, and he 
can decide to obey God and re
ceive forgiveness. In the exercise 
of his own free agency, he is ei
ther lost or saved. Peter told his 
Pentecost audience, "Save your
selves from this crooked genera
tion" (Acts 2:40). There is some
thing for man to do. For this rea
son man can be held responsible 
and accountable. 

In convicting the sinner, in 
conversion, and in sanctification 
the Holy Spirit works only 
through the revealed word of 
truth-the Bible. This explains 
why Jesus commissioned us to 
"Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to the whole 
creation." 
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Is God Always Worthy of Worship? 
By Raymond Allen Hagood 

Satan's charge in the book of Job was that ~o 
one on earth worshipped God because he genuinely 
loved and revered him. Satan claimed that man 
served God only because God bribed him. 

Is God, because of his divine nature, worthy of 
man's deep reverence, love, worship, and adoration? 

God asked the adversary if he had considered his 
servant, Job. Satan answered that Job was like all 
other men: ''Take away his possessions, and he will 
curse God to his face" was his claim. God accepted 
that challenge, not for his benefit, but for the benefit 
of mankind. This issue was so very important that 
God allowed Satan to afflict Job. 

Job tore his garments and shaved his head in 
deep sorrow and worshipped God. Yes, to Satan's 
horror this man worshipped God and declared: "Na
ked came I out of my mother's womb and naked 
shall I return thither. The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord" 
(Job 1:21). 

Is God worthy of worship even when we are 
suffering and life is full of severe problems? Job 
proclaims for all eternity, Yes, God is worthy of 
love, praise, and reverential worship, regardless of 
the difficulties or hardships we may face. 

Unfortunately, many people want a quid-pro-quo 

~~~~~ 
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relationship with God. Their allegiance to God is 
based upon something for something. Their attach
ment to God is so fragile that the least problem of 
life sends them reeling away from God with the 
feeling that God has let them down. 

In Revelation 4: 11 the twenty-four elders make 
this profound proclamation: ''Thou art worthy, 0 

. Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for 
thou hast created all things; and for thy pleasure 
they are and were created." The truth is God is wor
thy of praise regardless of our circumstances. 

When Paul and Silas found themselves in a Ro
man prison in Philippi, they did not blame God for 
their circumstance, nor did they grow angry at God 
and reject him. Rather, "at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prison
ers heard them" (Acts 16:25). They knew that God 
is always worthy of praise. Rt. 1 Box 110 

Indian Mound, TN 37079 
1): 
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Prolegomena: The Second Incarnation 
A Book Review 

By Dr. J. E. Choate 

We begin our book review with a metaphorical 
parody of a nineteenth century American poem. A 
mountain travailed in the agony of birth pangs while 
the earth trembled round about and a thunderstorm 
surged and heaved above. And lo and behold, the 
mountain delivered a "schizophrenic mouse." 

We have waited long and with high expectations 
for The Second Incarnation. Suddenly we have it in 
our hands, and we find a message with a "split per
sonality." On the one hand we are presented with 
the awesome presence of an immutable God. On the 
other hand, we are presented with a "mutable" gos
pel which changes with the whims and fads of pass
ing moments. 

We have waited long for the response to the 
allegation that "God never alters-but the church 
must change." Shelly and Harris present a new 
ecclesiology for the church in the twenty-first cen
tury. The senior editor, Shelly, is well known in our 
brotherhood. The junior author, Randall Harris, who 
describes himself as an "ardent Barthian," is a much 
touted recent arrival. A year ago, Shelly predicted 

. the imminent decline of the "traditional" and "con
servative" churches of Christ, who listened to inept 
preachers preaching threadbare sermons on insignifi
cant themes. 

The Blue Print for the New Ecclesiology 
The proposals for doctrinal change which will 

bring forth a re-vitalized and dynamic church of 
'Christ for the twenty-first century are given in The 
Second Incarnation. The ideas are selected at ran
dom. Unmatched theological concepts are strung 
out like unmatched beads along an undefined string. 
There is no substance in the theological jargon of 
the authors. The book is a waste of time and money. 
This is true because the dramatic proposals offer 
nothing new on matters of substance. Any and all of 
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the proposed changes may be observed in any num
ber of "charismatic" Pentecostal fellowships around 
Nashville and certainly in the Woodmont Hills 
Church of Christ. We now take a look at ten repre
sentative Shelly/Harris proposals which are common 
practices in contemporary sectarian churches and have 
been for centuries. 

First, it is alleged the church need not have a 
scriptural mandate for everything it wishes to do. 

Second, a strict "pattern" theology is rejected 
because it imposes religious and cultural practices of 
the apostolic church on churches of Christ today. 

Third, Shelly and Harris reject hands down that 
scriptures provide an absolute pattern for building 
churches of Christ today and tomorrow. They do 
oddly argue that the scriptures provide "parameters" 
to establish boundaries for any number of unspeci
fied religious rituals which can be introduced into 
the church. We shall name some of them. 

Fourth, the authors declare they have no interest 
in building a first-century church or a sixteenth-or 
nineteenth or even a twentieth~entury church for 
the twenty-first century. 

Fifth, and hold your breath for this proposal, they 
allege that the church and the kingdom are not one 
and the same. (We invoke memories of R. H. Boll 
and premillenialism!) 

Sixth, we are informed that the church is always 
in pursuit of the "always" arriving kingdom of God. 

Seventh, it is alleged that the "Golden Age" of 
the apostolic church is "historical fiction." (Rudolph 
B ultmann thought and said so, and he is copiously 
documented in this book.) 

Eighth, the "Pentecostal" connections of Shelly 
and Harris are expressed in their twenty-first century 
ecclesiology. When a "close encounter" with God 
comes totally unexpectedly, we may, without choice, 



"bow down," or "shout praises unto the Lord," or 
we may "dance" in the aisles praising God. Lo and 
behold, like Ezekiel's chariot, which changes direc
tions without stopping, Shelly and Harris reverse 
themselves in now saying the "kingdom is indeed 
already come in Christ's own person." 

Ninth, there should be no more surprises at this 
point. They say that when a person is caught up in a 
religious ecstasy, he may weep, celebrate, shed tears, 
express himself in laughter, etc. (Shades of Cane 
Ridge!) Shelly and Harris inform us that worship 
may be in silence or in a "hubbub" in both planned 
and unplanned services. The authors tell us that we 
never know when the Spirit of God may present 
himself. When he does so, unexpectedly, there may 
result a testimonial meeting, a shouting and clapping 
of hands while praising the Lord; dancing, and other 
ritualistic forms of behavior may suddenly erupt. 

Tenth, you may think by now that nothing of 
significance is left for other proposals. But not so! 
Their new ecclesiology for the twenty-first century 
would accommodate a resident priest (or priestess) 
who will hear the confessions of the penitent, for
give him, and absolve him of his sins. A few years 
ago, one of our erstwhile preachers says he stub
bornly refused to accept God's call to become a 
"latter day" apostle. God was persistent, so the story 
goes, and he gave in. Surely we will not awaken 
some morning during the Nashville Jubilee to read 
that God has reincarnated Moses and Aaron in the 
persons of area preachers. (But don't discount the 
possibility.) 

A Summary Appraisal 
Just as a carpenter is known· by his chips, so is a 

scholar known by his footnotes and bibliography. In 
not one place in the course of this book have the 
names of David Lips.comb and his peers been ac
corded even honorable mention. However, if you 
trace the documentation and support for ideas con
tained in The Second Incarnation, you will find the 
names of Paul Tillich, Rudolph Bultmann, Dietrich 
Bonhoffer, William Barclay, Gordon D. Fee, Dou
glas Stuart, Rubel Shelly, and others as credentials 
for the book. 

These, my brethren, are preaching in churches 
whose founders would have never allowed their likes 
into the pulpits. They are presumptuous to think we 

will follow their leadership and accept their 
ecclesiology-a new hermeneutic and a new theol
ogy-for the twenty-first century churches of Christ, 
though some may. If they are not after the member
ships, buildings, and assets of "conservative" 
churches of Christ, what then are their goals? I do 
not call them "liberals." I can't identify them. 

One highly established brother here in Nashville 
said he read the book and was filled with disgust. If 
The Second Incarnation is the best case Shelly and 
his associates can make for the "changing" churches 
of Christ in the twenty-frrst century, we fear for our 
brothers and sisters who may be misled by them. 
Rubel Shelly is a cultic leader. He is so controversial 
that his effectiveness is compromised beyond repair 
in the thinking of many brethren." ,.. 
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The Only Begotten Son 
By Guy N. Woods 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God ... And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth" (John 1:1, 14). 

The Word "was" (Greek, een, "evermore exist
ing"); the Word "was made" ("became flesh at a 
definite point in time"); in eternity he was "with 
God" (literally, before his face); he was henceforth 
to live with men during his brief earthly sojourn. 
Thus, he who was of the nature of God became man 
in flesh without, in any sense, divesting himself of 
that divine nature. He simply took upon himself hu
man nature, as well (Phil. 2:5-11 ). He entered upon 
a new mode of being without becoming a new be
ing. 

The verb dwelt has the marginal reading, taber
nacled, meaning "to pitch one's tent." A tabernacle 
(tent) is a temporary place of abode and, as here 
used, signifies the brief span of our Lord's earthly 
existence. The substantive form of the word occurs 
in 2 Corinthians 5:1, where it denotes our fleshly 
body in which for a brief period on earth we live. 

John and the other apostles were privileged to be 
associated with Jesus while he was on earth, and 
they "beheld" (visually examined) his glory, glory 
which might properly be displayed only by one who 
is "the only begotten from the Father." This afforded 
the beloved disciple with still more evidence of the 
Lord's divine nature and his earthly mission. Being 
the "only begotten of the Father," he necessarily 
possessed while on e~ the Father's nature. 

The phrase, only begotten, is translated from the 
word monogenes, an adjective used in the instance 
before us as a noun. Some late translations of the 
New Testament render the term only son. Those who 
support this rendering insist that the word is com
pounded, not from monos and gennaoo, which latter 
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word signifies to "beget," but from monos, "only," 
and genos, "offspring," and hence without the idea 
of begetting. Leon Morris, for example, claims that 
the Greek word means no more than "only, unique," 
and points out that mono genes derives from ginomai, 
not gennaoo (Commentary on John, page 105). 
Morris should have informed his readers that both 
genos and gennaoo derive from ginomai and are 
thus akin in meaning. His objection to the traditional 
rendering is, therefore, both weak and indecisive. 

Lenski is right when he says that the word 
monogenes, like the term logos, has special meaning 
in John's writings and must not be restricted to mean 
"only child" when used of human parents who either 
have had only one child or have only one left after 
the others have died. Most modem liberal scholars 
(and those of our own brethren who support the ren
dering of monogenes as "only Son") repeatedly refer 
in their writings and sermons to "the only begotten 
Son" in their references to Christ Are they uncom
fortable with their own exegesis? If Jesus is, in truth, 
God's only begotten Son, and if we are taught that 
this is so in scripture, it is solely because of John's 
reference to him as the mono genes. If the word does 
not mean this, then the doctrine is not taught in the 
Bible. Why, then, do these writers who insist that 
monogenes does not mean "only begotten," refer to 
Jesus as such? 

It is by all admitted that mono-from monos
signifies "only." The rendering, only son, leaves the 
latter portion of the word monogenes-genes
untranslated. Whatever its derivation, the suffix means 
something! Forty-seven scholars who translated the 
King James Version thought that monogenes means 
"only begotten." One hundred one of the world's 
ripest scholars who translated the American Stan
dard Version believed it means "only begotten." 
Liddell & Scott, in their great classical Lexicon of 



the Greek Language, gave as the frrst meaning of 
monogenes, "only begotten" (Eighth ed., page 976). 

Bauer, Bullinger,and Bagster thought it means 
"only begotten." Bengel, Meyer, and Hendrikson be
lieved that it means "only begotten." Jamieson, 
Faussett, and Brown so considered it. So also did 
Campbell, Lard, McGarvey, Lipscomb, Hardeman, 
Wallace, Brewer, and Boles, and a hundred others of 
eminence among us. The earliest "church fathers"
men who lived in and immediately following the 
apostolic age-often alluded, in their writings, to the 
"only begotten son." These men wrote and spoke in 
Greek. May we not assume that they understood 
their own language? 

The post-Nicene writers, the writers of the Ref
ormation and Restoration, along with vast numbers 
of eminent scholars of varied religious backgrounds 
through the centuries, have supported the view. They 

were right in so doing; and this writer repudiates the 
doctrine, and those who espouse it, which strikes 
from the sacred writings the doctrine of the only 
begotten son and teaches that our Lord is not, and 
may not properly be called, the "only begotten son 
of God." 

Vos, in his excellent work, The Self-Disclosure 
of Jesus, is right when he says that in giving 
mono genes its traditional meaning ("only begotten"), 
we are on a solid exegetical foundation. H.A.W. 
Meyer, in many respects the greatest of all gram
matical exegetes of the Greek New Testament, said 
that the conception, "having been begotten," is in 
the word monogenes. And, so say we-modern, lib
eral "translators" and "translations" to the contrary 
not withstanding! 

364 Lynn Drive 
Nashville, TN 37211 

Lipscomb's Liberalism 
By Wayne Coats 

In the April 8, 1992, issue of The Babbler (David 
Lipscomb University's school paper) there appeared 
an article about the beginning of the new Libertarian 
Party on the Lipscomb campus. The front page ar
ticle said the new party had "raised a few eyebrows." 
At least two faculty members voiced some objec
tion. 

The David Lipscomb University Libertarian Party 
says, "You have the right to believe in whatever 
religion you choose, but if your god requires the 
sacrifice of virgins, you must find a virgin willing to 
be sacrificed without the initiation of force." 

It seems no one is in control at Lipscomb. The 
Dean of Students, Dennis Loyd, says he "cannot 
discriminate against a student group that wants to 
get started." The President said he cannot control 
what is said at the Lipscomb Lectureship nor what 
happens in chapel. 

When the Boston cult invaded the Lipscomb cam
pus, President Hazelip made a negative statement. 

He said it was the first one he had made in two 
years. 

Suppose someone wanted to start a "Homosexual 
Group" on the Lipscomb campus, would Dean Loyd 
be able to discriminate or President Hazelip be able 
to bring himself to make a negative statement? 

I take no pleasure in making this statement. I am 
a graduate of Lipscomb and spent many hours and 
rode thousands of miles helping to raise money for 
the expansion program when Lipscomb became a 
four-year college. It grieves me to see what is hap
pening on the campus. Many faithful brethren have 
expressed their concern about the direction of the 
school. It is my prayer there will be an about-face at 
the school, and it will once again stand in the old 
paths and ask for the good way. 

705 Hillview Drive 
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Who Is Teaching Our Daughters? 

By Luann Rogers 

(The following essay was written by a fine, young 
Christian lady in answer to an article about Gloria 
Steinem- Charline Lemonds Sexton.) 

An article in Parade Magazine entitled "A Day 
to Take Our Daughters to Work" says: 

"Gloria Steinem-the co-founder of Ms. maga
zine and author of Revolution from Within . . .is con
cerned about the self-esteem of America's girls. 'At 
age 11, girls are sure of what they know,' she says, 
citing research by Harvard's Carol Gilligan. 'But at 
12 or 13, when they take on the feminine role, they 
become uncertain. They begin to say. 'I don't know.' 
Their true selves go underground. And this can leave 
girls susceptible to eating disorders, emotional dis
tress, abuse, and teen pregnancy.' To build self-es
teem in girls at this vulnerable age Steinem and the 
Ms. Foundation have initiated ... a national Take
Our-Daughters-to-Work-Day, to be launched next 
spring .... Steinem, 58, has no children herself but 
says she has several goddaughters and a maternal 
pride in the success of the younger feminist writers 
Callie Khouri (Thelma & Louise) and Susan Faludi 
(Backlash)." 

Gloria Steinem is concerned about the self-es
teem of America's girls. Whose j ob is it to teach our 
daughters about their role in society or to give them 
self-esteem? What is wrong with the "feminine role"? 
This is the role God gave to women. The only rea
son girls are unsure and say, "I don't know" is that 
women like Gloria Steinem and others in the femi
nist movement tell them that they should strive to be 
like and have power over men. 

God gave women a place of honor, comfortable 
and secure, in which they have the power to make a 
difference in the world through the privi lege of rais
ing and training the next generation. 
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Charline U:monds Sexton 

If we do not teach our daughters what God has 
commanded, the next generation is in serious trouble 
with loud-talking women like Ms. Steinem giving 
her corrupt opinion of ·what young girls need. 

The Bible spells out what we are to teach our 
daughters. The "older women" (mothers) are to be 
"teachers of good things-that they admonish the 
young women to love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be discreet, chaste homemakers, good, 
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of 
God may not be blasphemed" (Titus 2:3-5). 

God gave mothers the responsibility to teach 
"younger women" (daughters) about their role in so
ciety. Our daughters may pursue any goals they 
choose (within the boundaries of God's word), and 
we should encourage them. If they are unmarried, 
they must keep themselves pure (chaste) .. . If they 
are married, they must be in submission to their hus
bands in all things (including career choices). If they 
have children, they are not to neglect the spiritual 
and physical training of those children. The child
rearing years are only a short part of our lives. Girls 
can be taught to seek careers (if they must) that 
would allow time to rear children. Gloria Steinem 
would have our daughters believe their most impor
tant priority is themselves; they must not be in sub
jection to any one; they must fulfill only their own 
desires. We must teach our daughters that above all 
things they are subject to God and his teaching. 

The Bible gives examples of working women 
and women with power (Deborah, the "worthy 
woman," Lydia). We can show our daughters these 
examples and explain that all of these obeyed God. 

The world gives our daughters the wrong mes
sage about what is beautiful. We need to tell them 
what God finds beautiful (1 Pet. 3:3,4). The world 



says that they can have any life-style. We must tell 
them to live "soberly, righteously, and godly in the 
present age .... "(Titus 2:12). The world says there 
is no penalty for wrongdoing (killing the unborn 
baby). God says that promiscuity has a consequence 
(Gal. 6:7 ,8). The world tells our daughters that pos-

sessions are most important. We should teach them 
to be content with what they have (1 Tim. 6:6-8). 

Our daughters will be influenced and taught by 
someone. Let it be godly mothers! 

107 N. Vanderveer 
Burnet, TX 78611 
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Factions and the Fouling 
of the Faith 

By Michael A. Dill 

Now I beseech you, brethren, through 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
all speak the same thing and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that ye be 
perfected together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment (1 Cor. 1: 1 0). 

Division in the church is a terrible thing. Paul 
ca1led the Corinthian Christians saints (1 Cor. 1 :2). 
They were called "into the fellowship of Jesus Christ 
our Lord" (1 Cor. 1:9). Still, Paul was dismayed by 
the divisions in the Corinthian church. He makes it 
clear that factions foul faith and deny the saving 
work of our Lord. 

A group keeping constant company with one an
other and excluding all others is a clique. At first, 
the excluding isn't intentional, but cabals have a 
nasty way of developing. It is true that each of us 
will feel more drawn to some than to others because 
of common interests and experiences, but it is dan
gerous when we allow that to exclude from our as
sociation others for whom Christ died. 

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity" (Psa.133: 1)! 
Paul encouraged the Philippians to do "nothing 
through faction or through vainglory, but in lowli
ness of mind each counting other better than him
self." He encouraged them to be "not looking each 
of you to his own things, but each of you also to the 
things of others" (Phil. 2:3,4). Paul wrote that we are 
to be "tenderly affectionate one to another; in honor 
preferring one another" (Rom. 12: 10). Notice he did 
not tell us to prefer one "over" another! 

Brethren, I do not believe any of us would inten
tionally set out to exclude others from our company, 
but it happens. 

My brethren, hold not the faith of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of 
persons. For if there come into your synagogue 
a man with a gold ring, in fine clothing, and 
there come in also a poor man in vile cloQling; 
and ye have regard to him that weareth the fine 
clothing, and say, Sit thou here in a good place; 
and ye say to the poor man, Stand thou there, 
or sit under my footstool; Do ye not make dis
tinctions among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil thoughts? Hearken, my beloved breth
ren; did not God choose them that are poor as 
to the world to be rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom which he promised to them that love 
him? But ye have dishonored the poor man. 
Do not the rich oppress you, and themselves 
drag you before the judgment seats? Do not 
they blaspheme the honorable name by which 
ye are called? Howbeit if ye fulfil the royal 
law, according to the scripture, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well: but if ye 
have respect of persons, ye commit sin, being 
convicted by the law as transgressors (James 
2:1-9). 

"Cliques of Christians" is a contradiction in terms. 
Let us look carefully at what we do and dismantle 
parties among us, lest our factions foul the faith. 

125 Wildberry Ct. 
Vallejo, CA 94591 
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Potpourri ........... . 
News Release: 

The first annual Truth for the World Mission 
Forum will be hosted by the Knight Arnold Church 
of Christ, Memphis, Tennessee, August 28-30. Ten 
speakers will address the theme: The Dream of God. 
A panel of missionaries from various parts of the 
world will discuss questions pertaining to mission
ary preparation, principles, and practices. An appre
ciation dinner honoring Robert Mays, long time el
der in charge of missions at Crieve Hall Church of 
Christ, Nashville, Tennessee, will be held Saturday 
night. Speakers for the forum include these: Andrew 
Connally (Africa), Bruce Daugherty (Italy), Jim Dear
man (Malaysia and the Media), Delmar Elam (Rus
sia), Steve Ellis (U.S.A.), John Grubb (Taiwan), Tom 
Holland (U.S.A.), Robert Martin (Pacific Islands), 
Rod Rutherford (Zambia and Australia), and Paul 
Tucker (U.S.A.). For further information write: Mis
sion Forum, 4400 Knight Arnold Road, Memphis, 
Tennessee 38118. 
Southwestern 

Joseph Meador, director of the Southwestern 
School of Religion in Las Vegas, Nevada, announces 
an overall enrollment of twenty-seven students. 
Northwest Tennessee 

The East Wood Church of Christ in Paris, Ten
nessee, announces the third annual Northwest Ten
nessee Bible Lectures. The speakers include Winfred 
Clark, Alan Highers, Gary Colley, Kelby Smith, 
William Woodson, James Boyd, Garland Elkins, 
Robert Taylor, and Tom Holland. The lectures will 
be presented July 29 to August 1, 1992. 
Judgment Call 

Last year Americans learned that Magic Johnson 
has the HIV virus, which produces AIDS-New York 
City schools were handing out condoms to adoles
cents-and a nephew of. President John F. Kennedy 
had sex with a woman he picked up in a bar. Each 
news item was about something altogether alien to 
contemporary culture: sin. 

Sin isn't something many people spent much time 
worrying about in the past twenty-five years. But we 
will say this for sin: it at least offered a frame of 
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reference for behavior. When the frame was dis
mantled during the sexual revolution, we lost the 
guide wire for personal responsibility, the rules for 
proper conduct of sexual relations. Everyone was 
left on his or her own. It now appears many people 
could have used a road map. They needed to be told 
the direction their sex life was taking was wrong. 

But moral judgments are not made much any 
more, especially not in print or on TV. Among intel
lectuals and commentators, judgment was long ago 
replaced by therapy. Ministers gave way to clinics 
and counselors. Instead of giving your kid a dress
ing-down, you now give him (or her) a condom. 

This is not an appeal for prudery but for pru
dence. The United States has problems with drugs, 
high-school sex, AIDS, and rape. None of these will 
go away until people in positions of responsibility 
come forward and explain, in frankly moral terms, 
that some of the things people do nowadays are 
wrong-The Wall Street Journal. 
Firm Foundation Comment 

The Wall Street Journal is right-some things 
are wrong. The only acceptable standard of right and 
wrong is the Bible. We'd better get back to the pat
tern of God's holy word. 
In the Beginning 

Some scientists-astronomers and physicists
speaking out of an abundance of ignorance now say 
the universe began in the expanding frreball of a big 
bang and then inflated, doubling in size every tenth 
of a quadrillionth of a quintillionth of a second. Wow! 
What ever happened to the multi-billion years they 
used to say it took. If they ar~ now right, the world 
came into existence in the blink of an eye. As for me 
and my house, we will stick with what the meek 
man Moses wrote at the direction of the God who 
made it all, and who really knows how it happened. 
George DeHoff 

Brother DeHoff wrote, ''To persecute the church 
is to persecute Jesus. Saul's conversion shows Jesus 
asking Saul, 'Saul, Saul why persecutest thou me?' 
Saul was persecuting Christians. 

"Suppose someone tells you, 'I like your head, 



but not the rest of you.' Jesus is the head of the 
church. We cannot accept Christ and forget the 
church. No such alternative exists. Whatever we do 
or do not do for the church is done or not done to 
Christ" 

Brother DeHoff is, of course, right. His logic is 
unassailable. Some folks had better think it over. 
He comes! He comes! 

Members of the Lubavitcher Hasidim, a Jewish 
cult, pray daily for the Messiah to come. Their mis
take is in thinking his next coming will be his first 
coming. 

"So Christ also, having been once offered to bear 
the sins of many, shall appear a second time, apart 
from sin, to them that wait for him, unto salvation." 
Boston Again 

The May 18, 1992, issue of Time Magazine has 
an article about the Kip McKean cult in Boston. The 
article quotes AI Baird as saying, "Some disciplers 
may have gone too far." 
Psycho-Heresy Update 

East Gate Publishers, 4137 Primavera Road, Santa 

Barbara, California, in their Winter/Spring 1992 bul
letin say, "Most people still think psychological coun
seling is a proven method of dealing with problems, 
even though research does not support that notion. 
Then, when therapy fails, the therapized believe they 
are the ones who have failed rather than the ·system 
of psychological counseling." 
Ben Franklin 

Franklin was an outstanding writer and preacher 
in the latter part of the nineteenth century. Earl Irvin 
West says of Franklin, "He watched the leadership 
of the Disciple brotherhood drawing closer to Ger
man Rationalism and biblical skepticism, and came 
to wonder if it were not doing young preachers more 
harm than good to sit under teachers with these mod
em theological viewpoints." 
What Goes 'Round Comes 'Round 

In 1874, older preachers were advising young 
ones to change with the times, to imitate big-city 
clergymen, to have whiskers and gold-headed canes, 
and to use big words. 

The Mormon Spoof 
By Louis Rushmore 

Doubtless many Mormons are sincere and mor
ally good people. However, there are several critical 
matters of which Mormons and the public need to 
be apprised. Truly, with only kindness in my heart 
and the best interest of others, I submit the following 
evidence for consideration. 

In 1812, Solomon Spaulding took his fictional 
manuscript entitled The Manuscript Found, or The 
Book of the Mormon to a Pittsburgh printer, Sidney 
Rigdon. Rigdon declined to publish the book but 
made a copy of it before returning it to Spaulding, 
who died shortly thereafter. In 1829, Rigdon met 
Joseph Smith and introduced him to the manuscript, 
The Book of the Mormon. In 1830, Rigdon and Smith 
began the Mormon Church based on The Book of 
Mormon. (M'Ciintock, John, and James Strong, 
"Rigdon, Sidney," Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theologi
cal, and Ecclesiastical Literature, Vol. Xll, Grand 

Rapids, Baker Book House, c. 1887, 1891, reprinted 
1970, p. 801.) 

Joseph S~th, founder of Mormonism, and other 
Mormon prophets have made numerous prophecies 
and statements which contradict The Book of Mor
mon, other Mormon teachings, ~e Bible, and real
ity. Just this one subject following, from Mormon 
writings themselves illustrates this point. 

The inhabitants of the moon are more of a 
uniform size than the inhabitants of the earth, 
being about 6 feet in height. They dress very 
much like the Quaker style and are quite gen
eral in style,- or fashion of dress. They live to 
be very old; coming generally, near a thousand 
years. This is the description of them as given 
by Joseph The Seer, and he could 'See' what
ever he asked the father in the name of Jesus to 
see. (Journal of Oliver B~ Huntington, Vol. 3, 
p. 166 of type copy at Utah State Historical 
Society.) 
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The second president of the Mormon Church, 
Brigham Young, stated on July 24, 1870: 

Who can tell us of the inhabitants of this 
little planet that shines of an evening, called 
the moon? . . . When you inquire about the 
inhabitants of that sphere you find that the most 
learned are as ignorant in regard to them as the 
ignorant of their fellows. So it is in regard to 
the inhabitants of the sun. Do you think it is 
inhabited? I rather think it is. Do you think 
there is any life there? No question of it; it was 
not made in vain (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 
13, page 271). 

As far back as 1837, I know that he said 
the moon was inhabited by men and women 
the same as the earth, and they lived to a greater 
age than we do, that they live generally to near 
the age of a 1000 years. He described the men 
as averaging near six feet in height, and dress
ing quite uniformly in something near the 
Quaker style. In my Patriarchal blessing, given 
by the father of Joseph the Prophet, in Kirtland, 
1837, I was told that I should preach the gospel 
before I was 21 years of age; that I should 
preach the gospel to the inhabitants upon the 
islands of the sea, and to the inhabitants of the 
moon, even the planet you can now behold with 
your eyes (0. B. Huntington, The Young 
Woman's Journal, published by the Young La
dies' Mutual Improvement Associations of Zion, 
1892, Vol. 3, pp. 263-264). 

Mormon teaching often contradicts the Bible, 
one illustration being the difference between the 
Mormon usage of the term elders versus the Bible 
usage--or even common English usage. The word 
elder in our language itself refers to an "older'' per
son, as it did throughout the Bible. In the New Tes
tament, the term elder refers to a religious position 
of responsibility to which one is appointed over a 
local congregation-after he has met qualifications 
listed in Titus 1:5-9. One of those qualifications is 
". . . the husband of one wife, having faithful chil
dren .... "Titus 1:6; Mormon elders, however, are 
young unmarried men with no children. 

The inspired apostle Paul taught that the gospel 
or the New Testament portion of the Bible is God's 
final revelation to mankind. He placed a curse on 
anything else unlike it or additional to it. 

26 

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from 
him that called you into the grace of Christ 
unto another gospel: Which is not another; but 
there be some that trouble you, and would per-
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vert the gospel of Christ But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so 
say I now again, if any man preach any other 
gospel unto you than that ye have received, let 
him be accursed (Gal. 1 :6-9). 

The Book Of Mormon is unlike and additional to the 
gospel. 

I offer three Mormon quotes (with which I heart
ily concur) for careful thought. The third president 
of the Mormon Church, John Taylor, stated: 

.. .If God has not spoken, if the angel of 
God has not appeared to Joseph Smith, and if 
these things are not true of which we speak, 
then the whole thing is an imposture from be
ginning to end. There is no halfway house, no 
middle path about the matter; it is either one 
thing or the other (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 
21, p. 165). 

The tenth president of the Mormon Church, Jo
seph Fielding Smith, said: 

Mormonism, as it is called, must stand or 
fall on the story of Joseph Smith. He was either 
a prophet of God, divinely called, properly ap
pointed and commissioned, or he was one of 
the biggest frauds this world has ever seen. 
There is no middle ground (Doctrines of Salva
tion, 1959, Vol. 1, pp. 188-189). 

Mormon Apostle, Orson Pratt, stated: 
. .. Convince us of our errors of doctrine, if 

we have any, by reason, by logical arguments, 
or by the word of God, and we will be ever 
grateful for the information, and you will ever 
have the pleasing reflection that you have been 
instruments in the hands of God of redeeming 
your fellow beings from the darkness which 
you may see enveloping their minds (The Seer, 
pp. 15-16). 

Unfortunately, Mormons absolutely refuse the pro
position of "Apostle" Pratt; they recoil at the invita
tion to defend their doctrine in honorable discussion. 

Ample documentation to substantiate the above 
quotations is in my personal possession whereby these 
things can be certified as true. The uninformed pub
lic and unaware Mormons desperately need the op
portunity to review a dispassionate perspective of 
Mormonism. An appeal to largely Mormon writings 
is of itself sufficient ammunition to torpedo this spoof! 

4325 S. East Drive 
Steubenville, OH 43952 

Fp 



Will the Real Culprit Please Stand Up? 
By Eldon Lewis 

Only quick thinking and fast action prevented 
what some thought might be a "confrontation" or a 
"threat to safety'' near the high school this past week. 

In my imagination this is roughly what was tran
spiring just moments before it occurred: In one class
room the discussion focused upon censorship and 
the banning of books. Both students and teacher ar
dently debated that issue just as the teacher casually 
glanced out the window and saw it happening. He 
uttered a mild expletive and immediately transmit
ted word to the office. 

In another room the sex education teacher. dis
cussing "safe sex" used a test tube to show the proper 
way to adjust a condom in order to insure that it fits 
correctly. At that very moment she also looked out 
the window and immediately recognized· what was 
happening. Likewise, she sprang into action to alert 
the office before it went any further. 

In an adjoining classroom the teacher was ex
plaining why it is wrong to deny individual rights to 
any person. He appealed to the U.S. Constitution. 
He cited the first amendment and the Bill of Rights. 
Legal opinions of the S.upreme Court were quoted to 
show why every person or group of people must be 
guaranteed freedom of choice and freedom to speak 
out for their faith and their rights. His face showed 
anger as he spoke of hate crimes, of racism, and of 
prejudices. Just then he saw it happening on the 
edge of the campus and quickly dispatched word to 
the office. 

The office staff wasted no time. One of the clerks 
seized the telephone and swiftly dialed 911. Within 
seconds the police radio dispatcher summoned an 
officer to the school. "An officer is needed at the 
high school. Some people are on campus distribut
ing Bibles," were the words of the dispatcher on my 
police scanner. A few minutes later an officer ar
rived on the scene and took charge. 

A drug pusher down the block fled through the 
alley when he saw the police car. One student felt 
his coat pocket to make sure that his hand gun could 

not be seen. Another girl threw her half empty beer 
can into some bushes before the officer could see it. 
Otherwise, things were about normal in the city. 

The rest of the details are sketchy. There was no 
record of anyone being arrested so apparently no 
one had violated any law. No doubt the officer sim
ply ordered the culprits to evacuate the campus and 
to move back to the sidewalk adjacent to the school. 

Quick thinking and fast action prevented those 
religious people from setting foot on school property 
to distribute Bibles. 

Two facts: Someone distributed Bibles in an area 
adjacent to the school and the police were summoned 
to the scene. Why? Personally, I think it was for the 
purpose of intimidation more than for safety. The 
school explained that the officer was called for 
"safety's sake" and to make sure that there were "no 
confrontations." The rest of the story is only make 
believe-or is it? The aforementioned things are hap
pening in classrooms all over America. Is your city 
the exception? We all know better than that, don't 
we? 

Maybe the next city council meeting ought to 
discuss the possibility of hanging signs under exist
ing "Drug Free Zone" signs. Perhaps those signs 
should read, "Bible and God Free Zone." There are 
people in America who want it that way! After all, 
what would happen if our young people ever learned 
about faith, self-control, and morality? Why there 
might even be an outbreak of righteousness and the 
acceptance of moral responsibility! 

Is the Bible that dangerous to the minds of our 
children? Is belief in God so detrimental to the men
tal health and morality of people that it needs to be 
banned from the library and the schoolroom? 

When will our supreme court judges, lawmak
ers, and government officials finally figure out that 
the U.S. Constitution did not intend for government 
to banish religion from America? 3483 Walnut Blvd 

Brentwood, CA 94513 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

(It is a genuine pleasure to 
present a tribute to an outstanding 
gospel preacher. He and I have been 
laboring in the Lord's vineyardfor 
about the same number of years. 
This report of the well deserved 
honor extended to F. F. Conley and 

brief history of his work as a gospel preacher re
minds us of the hardships endured by preachers of 
bygone years and of the success their faithful and 
industrious labors have produced. May God bless 
you, F. F., and may the sunset years for you and 
your lovely wife be as beautiful and rewarding as 
your unselfish devotion to the cross-Cotham.) 

F. F. Conley Honored for Sixty Years of 
Gospel Preaching 
By Darrell Conley 

On November 17, 1991, the Beltline Road Church 
of Christ in Irving, Texas, honored F. F. Conley and 
his wife of 53 years on his sixtieth anniversary as a 
gospel preacher. Kyle Kiser, the preacher at Beltline, 
described F. F. Conley as being what Paul was speak
ing of when he said, "How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good things" (Rom. 10: 15)! 

Sister Conley, who is confined to a wheelchair, 
was placed at the front of the auditorium as one of 
the elders, Taylor Reagan, presented them with a 
plaque. He told the audience they would likely never 
see another occasion like this one. The plaque read, 
"In appreciation of F. F. and Glenn Mary Conley, 
November 17, 1991. 'Preach the word, be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long suffering and doctrine' (2 Tim. 4:2). Our 
love and thanks for sixty .years of unselfish dedica
tion and hard work in preaching and teaching the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. The fruits of your labor will 
surely continue to influence future generations of 
the Lord's church. May God bless and keep you and 
yours always. Your church family, Beltline Road 
Church of Christ." 
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F. F. Conley was born in Chicken Feather, a 
small community outside of Henderson, Texas. His 
mother was for years a Methodist and his father a 
Free-will Baptist until they were converted to the 
truth in a gospel meeting in Henderson held by A. E. 
Finley about 1910. Their family consisted of six sons 
and one daughter. Two of the sons served as elders 
of the church, two as deacons, and two, F. F. and 
Houston, as gospel preachers. His brother-in-law, 
Clint Keele, served as an elder. 

His first full-time work was with the Melrose 
A venue church in Brownwood, Texas. He was paid 
$3.50 a week and boarded with one of the elders. In 
the eighteen months he was with them, there were 
eighty responses. He was then asked to move to 
Burnet, Texas. The church there had about 600 mem
bers. There he met and married Glenn Mary Frazier, 
the love of his life. He says there is no way he could 
have done much as a gospel preacher without her 
help and support. They were married June 17, 1938. 
These are some of the congregations the Conleys 
have worked for: Milby Street church in Houston in 
the early forties; twice for the Galena Park church in 
Houston; the church in Texas City, where he held a 
two-night debate in the city auditorium with a Mis
sionary Baptist preacher. His moderators were J. 
Porter Wilhite and Thomas B. Warren. He worked 
twice for the church in Elk City, Oklahoma, both 
times serving as an elder of the congregation and 
helping to solve serious problems within this 600-
member church; for six years with the North Loop 
church in El Paso. While he was there two Bible 
school drives resulted in attendances of 1,254 and 
1,306. Brother C. E. McGaughey, a close friend, 
held two meetings with responses of ninety and fifty. 
He also worked with the Pleasant Valley church in 
Mobile, Alabama, and for six years with the church 
in Brownsville, Texas. After his last full-time work 
at Elk City, he retired and moved to the Mountain 
View church in Dallas, where he served as an elder. 

Fp 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

The yearly rates for advertisi ng in this section are: 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $150.00 
for 5 lines; $ 180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 
Jines. $375.00 for 8 lines. 

Send all correspondence to 
FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 

P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 
WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 
FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 II th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-492 1. 

CALIFORNIA 
ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (7 14) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (8 18) 
791 -2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309LarrcaAve.,92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or friends. 
Sun. 10, I I A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. 

- --- --
UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER
NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

central 
Cuuacu oFCuaJsT 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 
CAPE CORAL-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 4720 SE 15th Ave., Unit 201. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 8 13-945-7060 or 

8 13-542-8839. -----

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, II A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Billy R. Davidson. minister. 

GAINESV ILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. 
Jeffcoat, evangelist. 

--- --
JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETf CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wcsconnell Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 77 1-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1 807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (8 13) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home or Florida School or Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-565 1 or 855- 1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

SEBASTIAN- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5 140. Bob Winton, 
evangelist. 

SEBRJNG- 904 Faim1ount Drive. (8 13) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 
McGhee, evangelist. 

GEORGIA 

ATLANTA- AVONDALE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 
299- 1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. ( 1.1 miles 
inside 1-285) 

BYRON- 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 
(I mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(912) 956-37 19, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 

DULUTH- DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke St., 5581 I. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (2 18) 722- 1984, 722-1871. 

MISSOURI 

BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
St. Sun. 8: 15A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. 
9:30. 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

OHIO 

FAIRBORN, ncar DAYTON and Wright-Pallerson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (5 13) 878-11 62. 

TENNESSEE 

MEMPHIS- KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRJST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. Call 
(90 1) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 363-
1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CH,URCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 4 1 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off I-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (6 15) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-209 1. 

TEXAS 
DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (8 17) 387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, TX 77377. (713)· 
351-4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M., 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church 
St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
703-382-7777. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
mili tary bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 

MEMPIDS 
SCHOOL 

OF PREACHING 
• Two-Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2,760 Clock Hours 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 
* Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications Now Being Accepted 
• Call or Write for Application 

CONDUCfEDBY 
KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, TN 38118 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church 
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Ads must 
be received by the first of the month to appear In the next month's issue. Ads must be 
cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Santa Fe Church of Christ seeks a mature gospel 
preacher who is well-grounded in the word. Full
time position with competitive salary, benefits, house, 
and utilities provided. Please write: Santa Fe Church 
of Christ, PO Box 4273, Santa Fe, NM 87502, to 
request information on the application process. 

Wanted: full-time preacher for stable congregation 
of 100 members in southwest La. Elders and deacons 
in place. Salary in Mid-twenties plus home (3 B.R. 2 
bath). Call 318-786-2083. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUDENT? MOVING TO A1LANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale-an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC 
SYSTEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Biders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Please give us the books and Bibles you no longer 
need or use, and we will ship them to missionaries 
and schools of preaching overseas. Aualla Church 

Minister available. 1967 graduate of Harding of Christ, 503 Hughes Ave., Attalla, AL 35954.205-
University. Please contact me at following number: 547-8053,205-538-1837. 
1-501-899-2807. 

Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box SOlO, Pell City, AL 
35125 

FOR SALE 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

BASIC BmLB: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $II .SO to 
Tbeo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

"WHY SHOULD YOU BELIEVE IN JESUS 
CHRIST?" -Latest tract for personal evangelism; 
for FREE sample copy, send long SASE to: Bxum 
Press, POD 973, Crystal Lake, 1L 60039-0973 or 
call81S-4SS-3796. 

Is it time 

to renew 

your subscription? 

ARK-LA-MISS BffiLE LECTURESHIP 

30 

July 23-25, 1992 
Central Church of Christ 

Mer Rouge Road PO Box 34 Bastrop, Louisiana 71221 
318-281-4959 

Theme: "Ye Are Jehovah's Remembrancers" (lsa. 62:6) (ASV) 

Thursday, July 23 
1:00 P.M ......................... What Is the One True Church? •..................................... H.A. (Buster) Dobbs 
2:00 P.M ......................... The Problem of Sin, Evil, and Suffering ....................... Edward Lee Davis 
3:00 P.M .............•........... What Is the Mission of the Church? ........•..................... John Bowles 
3:45 P.M ......................... Discussion Forum (Any Questions) ............................... Dobbs, Cates, Swain 
7:30 P.M ......................... The Credibility of the Scriptures ................................... Curtis Cates 

Friday, July 24 
9:30 A.M ......................... How Calvinism Is Hurting the Church .......................... Tim Ayers 

10:30 A.M ......................... Some Problems Facing the Church ............................... Curtis Cates 
1:00 P.M ......................... The Scriptures-Our Pattern .......................................... Joe Nichols 
2:00 P.M ......................... Christ-Centered Living ...............................•..............••... Joe Sponagle 
3:00 P.M ............•............ Are Christians in Denominations? ................................. Tommy Doran 
3:45 P.M ......................... Discussion Forum (Any Questions) ............................... Dobbs, Nichols, Swain 
7:30 P.M ......................... What Does It Mean to Be Saved by Grace? ................. H.A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Saturday, July 25 
9:30 A.M ......................... I...essons from tile Past .................................................... Don Smitll 

10:30 A.M ......................•.. Is tile Church to Be Militant? .............•.......................... Darwin Hunter 

July 1992 
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Writer's Guidelines 
for the Firm Foundation 

The Firm Foundation welcomes articles from 
all writers. We do not limit articles printed to 
those written by the advisory staff of the paper, 
although articles by the staff are given special 
consideration. 

The Firm Foundation is primarily a forum for 
Bible study. We are interested in articles that 
show depth of research, keen insight, original 
thinking, but most of all teach truth. The article 
must honor the Bible as inerrant and authoritative. 

We attempt to stay on the cutting edge of 
contemporary religious thought, especially within 
the churches of Christ. We do not print articles 
that are sarcastic, unfair, or mean-spirited. We 
do not deal in personalities but in issues. We 
print articles dealing with any Bible subject. We 
strive to be well-rounded and balanced. 

Use Bible references generously but not un
necessarily. 

Check all references and quotations carefully. 
Use the American Standard Version, the King 

James Version, or the New King James Version. 
Do not mix versions. 

We do not use footnotes or endnotes. All 
documentation should follow the quotation or 
reference in parentheses. 

Do not underline or capitalize words within 
the body of a sentence. 

Place closing punctuation marks outside of 
the parentheses except when the entire sentence 

is in a parentheses. 
Use action words freely. Do not use passive 

language except where absolutely necessary. Be 
brief and to the point. Long, rambling articles are 
seldom published. 

We recommend The Elements of Style by Wil
liam Strunk , Jr., and Associated Press Stylebook 
and Libel Manual for abbreviations, punctuation, 
and grammatical usage. 

Articles should be between 750 and 1500 
words in length. 

All articles submitted become the property of 
the Firm Foundation. 

We edit manuscripts for clarity, grammar, ap
propriateness, length, and doctrinal purity. Most 
editing is to eliminate unnecessary words and 
repetitious scriptural references. We do not change 
the meaning of the author, and if a word must be 
exchanged for a word of different meaning, we 
contact the author for permission. 

Always prefer single syllable words. The best 
writing is to the point and without frills. Keep it 
simple and make it interesting. 

Articles are to be double-spaced with one
inch margins, top, bottom, and sides. 

We cannot acknowledge or return manu
scripts. 

We do not knowingly publish manuscripts 
submitted to other publishers. 

We do not pay writers. 

Mail manuscripts to 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Editor 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, Texas 77269-0192 
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The Sixth Annual 
Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

August 4-7, 1992 

Washington Street Church of Christ 
601 Washington Street • P.O. Box 177 

St. Albans, West Virginia 25177 
304-727-07 61 

"GOD'S WAY
THE CHURCH" 

Ephesians I :22-2J 

Hear These Well-Qualified and Dynamic Speakers 

Lowell Altizer 
Wayne Coats 
Thomas Eaves 
Frank Higginbotham 

Roger Jackson 
Goebel Music 

Johnny Ramsey 
Don Wright 
Paul Sain 
Terry Varner 

Some subjects are: "God's Way-The Church," "God's Way Versus Man's Way," "How Do We Determine 
God's Way?," 'The Church the Prophets Saw," 'The A. D. 70 Theory," "The Message of the Prophets for 
Modem Man," "God's Way for Fathers and Mothers," "Challenges Facing the Church," ''The Church-The Bride 
of Christ," 'The Church-The Kingdom of God," 'The Church-The Pillar and Ground of the Truth," "Prophecy 
and the Inspiration of the Bible," "God's Way for Marriage and the Home," "God's Way for Unity and Fellow-
ship," ''The Amazing Grace of God," 'The Final Victory of the Church." · 

All lectures available on cassette and video tapes. 
Rooms available in Christian homes. Motel accommodations nearby. 

Lectureship under the oversight of the Washington Street elders. 

For brochures or more information contact: 
Donald Mash 304-727-0761,304-722-2333 • Don Lemley 304-768-4658 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 
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Effective Communication 
By Guy N. Woods 

It is affirmed of our Lord that "the common 
people heard him gladly" (Mark 12:37). The reason 
is that both the method and the matter of his mes
sage were simple, direct, and well within the mental 
grasp of those for whom it was intended. 

We communicate only when we are understood, 
and we are understood only when our presentation is 
such that the listener or reader is able to grasp and to 
apprehend the words which clothe the thoughts we 
present. The significance of an idea is not deter
mined by the size of the words we use nor the num
ber we select to convey it. Shakespeare said that 
"brevity is the soul of wit." 

Complex and contrived disquisitions so often 
observed in "scholarly" journals do not always evi
dence genuine scholarship; it was Solomon, the truly 
wise man, who observed, "He that hath knowledge 
spareth his words" (Prov. 17 :27). He also said, "For 
a dream cometh with a multitude of business, and a 
fool's voice with a multitude of words" (Eccl. 5:3). 

Approximately four hundred words were used 
by the Holy Spirit to report the creation of the world 
and of man; there are fewer than three hundred words 
in the Decalogue; the Declaration of Independence 
has in it fewer than two thousand words. 

Wordy, verbose, and loosely written material is 
uninteresting and unproductive and is soon cast aside. 
The Sermon on the Mount, Paul's incomparable 

discussion of love in 1 Corinthians thirteen, arid 
Lincoln's Gettysburg address demonstrate that the 
finest and best in literature does not necessarily con
sist of a "multitude of words." 

Paul, in Romans 1: 16, wrote: "For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek." A recent "schol
arly" commentary on Romans in my shelves origi
nally written and published in Gennany but later 
translated into English and published in this country, 
has this comment on Paul's famous passage above 
cited: "The gospel is not an epiphany hidden in the 
word nor is faith a resignation of oneself to it. Rather 
faith is an appropriation of the eschatological public 
proclamation made to the whole world and to each 
individual." Paul is much more easily understood 
than this Gennan expositor. 

The disposition of many writers to load their 
sentences with multi-syllabic words and contrived 
phrases detracts, rather than supports, the effort to 
edify. Any word, in a sentence or paragraph, which 
does not advance the thought, actually blocks it, since 
the mind must consider and reject it before drawing 
the conclusion intended. 

He who speaks and writes his mother tongue 
correctly and clearly will be credited with possess
ing more information that he really has, whereas, 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Role of Wonten (2) 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Carroll Osburn, Carmichael distinguished 
professor of New Testament at Abilene Chris
tian University, thinks the apostle Paul approved 
women's preaching and leading prayers in pub
lic assemblies of both men and women on Lord's 
Day. 

Osburn delivered three lectures during the 
February 1992, ACU annual lectureship program. The professor 
decided New Testament women guided public prayers and 
preached sermons in gatherings of men and women on the basis 
of 1 Corinthians 11:5- "But every woman praying or prophesy
ing with her head unveiled dishonoreth her head; for it is one and 
the same thing as if she were shaven." 

Brother Osburn takes the radical view that women lectured 
men in public because, he says, women were doing it and Paul did 
not tell them to stop; the apostle only said, "Keep your veil on!" 

The Carmichael professor fails to tell us how he discovered 
this information. The passage in Paul's first letter to Corinth does 
not so state. Osburn assumes the women were "praying and proph
esying" in groups of both men and women. He cannot prove it! 
There is nothing in the passage to prevent the conclusion the 
women were praying and prophesying to their own gender. 

The sister of Moses led the women of Israel in a song of 
deliverance (Ex. 15:20-21). She took the women out of the con
gregation of both men and women and directed women only in 
the song of salvation. How does Osburn know this was not the 
case with Christian women in Corinth? 

What compelling statement in 1 Corinthians 11: 1-16 gives 
him the right to say that women did not teach women only but 
gave instruction to men? It is also true that there is no compelling 
statement in the passage to show veil-less women prophesied 
only to other women. Still, if Paul approves the practice in the 
eleventh chapter and disapproves it in the fourteenth chapter and 
in his letter to Timothy, there is a contradiction. 

The truth is that Paul is dealing with immodest and vulgar 
demonstrations in the eleventh chapter and not with the question 
of the right or wrong of praying and prophesying. In the four
teenth chapter he deals with praying and prophesying and not 
with veils. 



The virgin daughters of Philip prophesied (Acts 21:9-10). To 
whom did they prophesy? Was it to both men and women or was 
it to women only? Or, perhaps, to children? The culture of the 
time did not cater to women's exercising dominion over a man. 
We know that most ladies of that day were meek and mild and in 
no way overbearing. They were submissive. On what basis does 
Osburn say that Corinthian Christian women preached from the 
pulpit on Sunday? It, clearly, is a figment of his vivid imagina
tion! 

Could it be that Osburn is cutting and shaping texts? Has he 
arrived at a conclusion and now is busy making scripture fit his 
prejudice? He is quick to accuse others of this mistake. Is he 
guilty of the crime he charges on others? 

Osburn shows a still more elevated level of omniscience in 
declaring that women in the first century church were "piping up" 
during the worship service. He neglects to tell us how he discov
ered this information. Still, he claims to know that in Corinth the 
women caused "verbal chaos." Where does Osburn get this knowl
edge? 

Paul tells the Corinthian sisters if they would learn anything 
(had a question) they must "ask their own husbands at home" ( 1 
Cor. 14:35). Is that what Osburn advises? Osburn says some women 
in Corinth spoke freely in public gatherings. Yes, and Paul told 
them to cease and desist. 

Carroll Osburn says the section of Paul's Corinthian instruc
tion concerning public preaching in Sunday worship begins with 
1 Corinthians 14:26 and continues to verse 40. 

Osburn observes that when "tongue talkers" exercised their 
gift in the absence of "interpreters of tongues," they were told 
"keep silence in the church" (1 Cor. 14:28). The rule is very clear. 
If there was no interpreter, "keep your mouth shut!" 

Osburn reminds us that if one prophet is speaking and a rev
elation is made to another sitting by, let the first "keep silence" ( 1 
Cor. 14:30). Again, the rule is easy to understand. If a revelation 
is made to a sitting prophet, the speaking prophet is to yield to 
him. 

Now we come to the matter of women's speaking during the 

-In This Issue 

Effective Communication 

Guy N. Woods ···········~···························1 

Roie of Women (') 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs.~ ........................... 2 

- A Curable Disease 
Wayne Price ••• ~ •••••• _ ................................ 5 

"Sparkling Wines" in New Winesk!ns 
Dr. J. E. Choate •••• ~ •••••••••••••••• : •••• · ...... ~·•• .6 

The Case for Bible-Inerrancy · 
· Gene Burgett •••••• ~ .................................. 1 

· Methodist Preacher 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs •••••••••••• ,. ............ 10 

Holy Spirit and Christian Growtb:· 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs~ ......................... 12 

Obituary 

Guy N. Woods ···········~·························14 

"The Age of Non-Reason" 

Bill Lockwood ·······························~··~·1•.1.5 

Church l)is~ipline 
Terry A. Marti" ••••••••••••••• ; •••• ~.~i·•··~····· 18 · 

. There Is, Beyond the Azure Blue • ••• 
Terry M. Hightower .................. _.~•·•-·,~· 20 

Thoughts from Christian Women: 
Elders' Wives · 

Charline Lemonds Sexton ~ •••••••••••••••• 22 . - . 

portion of the worship service given to teaching and instruction. Love 
Paul says, 

Let the women keep silence in the churches: for it is not per
mitted unto them to speak; but let them be in subjection, as 
also saith the law. And if they would learn anything, let them 
ask their own husbands at home: for it is shameful for a woman 
to speak in the church (1 Cor. 14:34-35). 

No condition is given. The rule is: Let the women keep si- 1 

Ience during the teaching and preaching service. Concerning 

Eldon uwis ............. ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• .-••• 23 

Potpourri·····························.··~····~··············· 24 

Wh(lt Is the "Old Hermenuetie''? 
J. E. · Choate .................... ~····~····•··•····•···· 25 

speaking in tongues, Paul says if there is no interpreter, "Be si- · -Cotham's Comments 
lent." If truth is revealed while another prophet is speaking, Paul · Perry il~ Ct!tham •••• ~ ••••••••••• -. ••••••••••• ~ •••• 28 



says, "Be silent" Concerning women speaking in 
the public worship service when men are present, 
Paul says, "Let the women keep silence, as also saith 
the law." 

Women are to keep silence during the preaching 
part of the service. They are to say nothing! Their 
lips are to be sealed! No condition is given. It is not 
that they are to be silent if a certain condition exists 
but are to be silent under all conditions. Women are 
to be silent during the time of public preaching and 
teaching. How Osburn promotes this into women's 
preaching and leading public prayers with apostolic 
approval is odd. 

Osburn says he could not find where the law 
told women to keep silence during the preaching 
part of any temple service. Does this mean Osburn 
thinks Paul is wrong? Paul says the law requires it, 
but Osburn failed to find it. Osburn trumpets this as 
if it approves women evangelists. There is the tacit 
suggestion that Paul knew less about the law than 
Osburn knows about it. 

The Old Testament prophets did not call Jesus 
"a Nazarene," but one gospel writer says they did 
(Matt. 2:23). We may conclude one to two things: 
(1) Matthew was wrong and there is an error in his 
gospel, or (2) the prophets gave the information with
out using the exact words. The prophets did say 
Jesus would live and do most ·of his work and te~ch
ing in the north of Canaan and therefore not in Judea 
and Jerusalem, as might be expected of a Jewish 
king. Being from Nazareth-a Nazarene-Jesus ful
filled the prophecy and brother Matthew made no 
mistake. 

The Old Law provided for the males of the tribe 
of Levi to minister about the sacred things of the 
temple-not the women of Levi. The women had 
their own special court where they could associate. 
The men did the public prophesying. Women under 
the Old Law taught other women, gave information 
to men in private settings, and instructed children 
but did no public preaching. In this controversy, I 
side with Paul and wonder what side ACU will take. 

It is ceded that the obvious and easy way to 
discern meaning is the correct understanding of any 
passage. Paul wrote, 

4 

Let the women keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but 
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let them be in subjection, as also saith the law. 
And if they would learn anything, let them ask 
their own husbands at home: for it is shameful 
for a woman to speak in the church. 

As Osburn says, this command is given in con
nection with public prophesying or preaching. Paul 
is talking about a situation in which the whole church 
comes together in one place (1 Cor. 14:23). To the 
women he says be silent, be in subjection; it is shame
ful for you to speak in the full assembly of the saints 
during a time of prophesying. 

I desire therefore that the men pray in ev
ery place, lifting up holy hands, without wrath 
and disputing. In like manner, that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shame
fastness and sobriety; not with braided hair, and 
gold or pearls or costly raiment; but (which 
becometh women professing godliness) through 
good works (1 Tim. 2:8-10). 

Let a woman learn in quietness with all 
subjection. But I permit not a woman to teach, 
nor to have dominion over a man, but to be in 
quietness ( 1 Tim. 2: 11-12). 

There you have it. Paul's commentary on Paul. 
It is as appropriate for Paul to give an interpretation 
as it is for Osburn to give one and doubtless much 
safer. Paul's inspired rule is: Women are to dress 
modestly, learn in quietness, and not teach if it puts 
them in a position of dominion over a man. 
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Effective Communication 
(continued from page 1) 

another whose scholastic achievements are of the 
highest order, but who has lapsed into slovenly meth
ods of writing and speaking, will not receive the 
recognition his attainments deserve. Truly superb 
writing is all too rare these days. Many articles come 
to editors they cannot use because they have neither 
the time (nor the disposition) to correct the sentence 
structure, the spelling, the punctuation, the capitali
zation and do the necessary re-writing to fit the for
mat of their publication. 

Scribbled on the wall of a theological institution 
many years ago were these words; "And Jesus said 
unto them, 'Who do you say that I am?' and they 
replied, 'You are the eschatological manifestation of 
the ground of our being, the kerygma in which we 
find the ultimate meaning of our interpersonal rela
tionship.' 

"And Jesus, with a quizzical look on his face, 
answered and said, 

'What???'" 
364 Lynn Drive 

Nashville, TN 37211 
·~ 

A Curable Disease 
By Wayne Price 

Pliny the Younger (ca. 61-113 A.D.) was gover
nor of the Roman provinces of Bithynia and Pontus 
(from Sept. Ill until his death in 113 A.D.). The fol
lowing remarks are taken from the book, Pagan Rome 
and the Early Christians, Stephen Benko, pp. 4-14. 

Pliny wrote to his Roman emperor, Trajan, for 
counsel on how to deal with certain problems in
volving Christians. Pliny told Trajan that when a 
person was denounced as a Christian, he (Pliny) asked 
"them whether they were Christians; if they con
fessed it, I repeated the question twice again, adding 
the threat of capital punishment; if they still perse
vered, I ordered them to be executed." 

After the first few executions, Pliny began to 
have some second thoughts. At first he operated on 
the principle that the very name "Christian" was iden
tical with crime but began to mellow somewhat and 
suspended further trials. 

He wrote: " ... whether the mere profession of 
Christianity, albeit without crimes, or only the crimes 
associated therewith are punishable-in all these 
points I am greatly doubtful." He concluded his let
ter to the emperor by saying that he felt that Christi
anity should be treated as a curable disease, for he 
closes by writing: "It is easy to imagine what multi
tudes may be reclaimed from this error, if a door be 
left open to repentance." 

Evidently Pliny was not the last to believe that 
Christianity was something from which one could 
recover. "Why?" you ask. Take a look at how many 
once faithful Christians have fallen by the wayside, 
long ago having given up on living the life of faith. 
Pliny need not have bothered to execute Christians
if he wanted to destroy Christianity, a better method 
would have been to promote that to which Demas 
succumbed, as do many today! We are talking about 
promoting a "love for this present world" (2 Tim. 
4: 1 0). I wonder if the former Christian views him
self as having recovered from a disease and if he 
now considers himself as being finally cured. 

Pliny was right about one thing-the door to 
repentance should always be left open. However, he 
was wrong about who it was that needs to repent. 
Hear the truth of the matter from the Lord himself: 
" .. .I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast 
left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent. ... " (Rev. 2:4-5). Un
faithful Christian, remember that the disease of sin is 
curable, but you must return to the Great Physician 
(Luke 4:23) for that healing. 

P.O. Box760 
McLoud, OK74851 
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"Sparkling Wines'? in New Wineskins 
By J. E. Choate 

As I wrote this critique, lines from a Robert 
Frost poem, "A Considerable Speck," intruded into 
my mind. Frost while composing a poem with his 
ink poised above a white paper sheet noticed a tiny 
dust mite scurrying across the page. Frost mused he 
could have stopped its mad flight with a blot of ink. 
But he did not and tells why: 

Since it was nothing I knew evil of; 
I let it lie there till I hoped it slept. 
I have a mind myself, and recognize 
Mind where I meet it in any guise. 
No one can know how glad I am to find 
On any sheet the least display of mind. 

Having spent countless hours of research in 
brotherhood papers in the past and present-which 
included the Christian Baptist, Millennia[ Harbin
ger, Gospel Advocate, Christian Standard, Chris
tian-Evangelist, and many other such papers-! pe
rused the pages of Wineskins with discerning care. 

After reading The Second Incarnation, authored 
by Rubel Shelly and Randall Harris, which addresses 
the new ecclesiology and proposed changes for the 
churches of Christ in the twenty-first century, I made 
a careful analysis of the editorial policy of Wine
skins and the intent of the articles of its contributors. 

There was little of any import in the articles. 
The usual fare of devotional materials was about on 
par with similar writings from our brethren. How
ever, I was unprepared for an article titled "The 
New Birth and Christian Unity" in Wineskins. 

More about that later. 
We tum to the table of contents in Wineskins and 

make a brief summary statement about the articles. 
Editorials 

Rubel Shelly's editorial is full of "sweetness and 
light" couched in his gracious rhetoric. He reminds 
us that we must change and not remain as little 
children. And he tells us that we must be bold in the 
changes we make. And we naturally expect this pi
ous rejoinder from Shelly: "This is not a call to 
change the gospel." 
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Of course not; who would think that our brother 
Shelly would propose such a thing? And he further 
adds that we must be responsible in the changes we 
make. We pray him to tell us explicitly of just one of 
his proposed changes in a later Wineskins article. 

Mike Cope tells us of recent journals that did not 
make it. And so why another journal? Just as a car
penter is known by his "chips," so is an editor known 
by his writers. Cope states that seven features will be 
spotlighted each month with such writers as Leonard 
Allen, Larry James, and Lynn Anderson. So, for our 
benefit-these writers will understand the times as 
most of us can't and then "we will know what to 
do." I can hardly wait to learn! 

Purpose statement: Wineskins is designed to be a 
theological publication whose goal is to foster re
newal in the church by focusing attention on Jesus 
Christ. Why, indeed! Wineskins is committed to the 
stimulation of bold but responsible change in the 
church of God. 

(We implore and would even get down on our 
knees to persuade Shelly to detail just one of these 
changes.) The editors do not want the paper to go 
where it is not wanted. The journal is declared to be 
a "commitment to the church that was born in the 
American Restoration movement." How interesting! 

The Individual Writers 
Dan Anders assures us that the Bible is to be the 

center of the "Core Curriculum" of the new and re
vitalized churches of Christ. And he tells us, as if 
this message had not been continually preached for 
two thousand years, that the "core message" of the 
gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. How profound! 

Max Lucado leads us up the Via Dolorosa in the 
steps of Jesus to Golgatha. He tells the story with 
moving pathos as he goes beyond the empty tomb. 

Jeff Nelson's article, "Holding Hands with God," 
is somewhat of a puzzle. He recommends raising 
your hands over your head, receiving God's touch, 



and exploding into joyful, raucous clapping of hands, 
as if this has spiritual significance. 

Thorn Lemmons regales us with a story of how 
he hated as a child the hymn-"Send the Light." 
Why, indeed the light is to be sent, carried, and 
nurtured. When Paul was a child, he spoke as one. 
Are we expecting too much of our brethren to grow 
up? It is well and good to be a cute baby, when one 
is a baby. 

Douglas A. Foster was the officer on the bridge 
who ran the good ship Wineskins aground on her 
maiden voyage. In a "Query" section of less than 
two pages printed in the 1873 Gospel Advocate and 
signed "DL," Foster ascribes the words of a Land
mark Baptist preacher, John R. Graves, to David 
Lipscomb. And then he paraphrases the words. Lip
scomb is portrayed as believing that salvation comes 
by faith before baptism and that "once in grace al
ways in grace." A later explanation and retraction of 
this egregious mistake will be printed in the third 
issue of Wineskins. We shall defer further comment 
until that time. 

Joy McMillon's lovely eulogy of Sylvia Rose is 
noted with appreciation for both the writer and the 
recipient. I wrote the biography of Marshall Keeble. 
Traditional and conservative black churches of Christ 
are thriving all over this country because of G. P. 
Bowser, S. W. Womack, Alexander Cleveland Camp
bell, A. C. Holt, and their living disciples. These 
brethren will not buy into this "New Age" spiritual
ism so piously proposed by the editors of Wineskins. 

Larry James is entitled only to a "short shrift." 
We duly note his movie review of the Prince of 
Tides directed by Barbara Streisand. Oh, we know 
that the societal ills are appalling. I see in Larry 
James an unashamed and unabashed supporter of 
instrumental music in the worship of the church. 
James stated during the Freed-Hardeman University 
forum in 1991 that "the use of instrumental music in 
praising God from the heart is neither wrong nor 
sinful in and of itself." What do we have here, an
other "latter day" apostle with "New Age" direc
tives from the Holy Spirit approving instrumental 
music in worship which countermands the scriptures 
in Ephesians and Colossians? We shall take note of 
other pontifical statements from James in other is
sues of Wineskins. 

Lynn Anderson is a name from yesteryears in
voking the name of E. R. Harper, a good man of 
God. Using the phraseology of Kierkergaard, the 
conservative churches of Christ have been suffering 
from a "sickness unto death." Brother Anderson is 
another dreamer with visions of the day when the 
church of Christ will no longer remain a "big sick 
denomination" but become a big thriving "New Age" 
church that will come up to the best of the Pentecos
tal and charismatic churches. We may hear and see 
speaking in. tongues, rolling in the aisles in spiritual 
ecstasy, or dancing before the pulpit, determined by 
how the spirit moves, the clapping of hands, and 
other raucous forms of uncontrolled religious charis
matic displays. 

The frrst issue of ·Wineskins closes with the "after 
burner'' turned on full power: "We have just one 
purpose to honor God the Father and glorify the 
blessed name of Jesus Christ" Why, of course! 

Postscript 
The pages of The Second Incarnation are closed. 

No regret and second guessing can cancel out a single 
line of it. (Shades of Omar in the Rubiyats.) How
ever, Wineskins h~s a life expectancy of two years. 
So on a monthly basis we may study the unfolding 
scenario as brother Shelly and his associates say the 
"last rites" over the traditional and conservative 
churches of Christ as they metamorphose into this 
yet undefined "New Age" church of Christ that will 
emerge in the twenty-first century. 

The second issue of Wineskins is now in our 
hands. We are disappointed there are no startling 
new disclosures. But notice the name throwing of 
the editors who would have us to believe that David 
Lipscomb University endorses the editorial ambitions 
of the editors of Wineskins. To be sure, there are 
patrons of David Lipscomb University who subscribe 
to the "trendy" "New Age" Movement calculated to 
fill the vacuum created by the dying conservative 
churches of Christ. Before this arrives, you may ex
pect the coming of a "new earth" and a "new heaven." 
Look for these things which are imminent as the new 
century dawns. 

I am no prophet, but I predict that just as Jesse B. 
Ferguson talked to the dead in the nineteenth c.en
tury, the sweep "Digression" at the tum of the cen
tury, the acrimonious premillennial controversy, 

August 1992 7 
Firm Foundation 



and the angry quarrels with our anti-institutional 
brethren (who were not all wrong in fearing encroach
ing liberalism in our churches), and the liberal "New 
Age" Movement-all these fads, each in turn, has 
given way and will give way to other religious 
fads down the way. Thank God, they cannot 

change or alter scripture-not today, nor in a thou
sand years. 

Professor Emeritus of Bible 
David Lipscomb University 

3714lfz Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 

The Case for Bible Inerrancy 
By Gene Burgett 

The question of the infallibility of the Bible is 
currently ravaging the Baptist Church. It seems the 
only religious groups that are not fighting the iner
rancy battle are those who renounced the infallibility 
of the Bible long ago. 

When I read the works of men like Matthew 
Henry, Albert Barnes, Adam Clark, and Charles 
Spurgeon, I must confess that I do not accept all of 
their conclusions concerning the meaning of scrip
ture, but I do admire their lofty view of the Bible as 
the inspired word of God. · 

Matthew Henry stated his belief in the infallibil
ity of the Bible in the preface to his six-volume 
commentary on the Bible when he wrote, " ... the 
blessed Spirit. . .did likewise assist the inspired 
penmen's understanding and memories in recording 
those things which they themselves had knowledge 
of, and effectually secure them from error and mis
take." These remarks were written in the year 1706. 
Much has changed since men like Matthew Henry 
lived and wrote. The inerrancy of the Bible is no 
longer a matter religious people can assume of one 
another. The precepts of the Bible are now subject to 
being over-ruled by the dictates of science, philoso
phy, and society in the eyes of many in the religious 
community. 

About a year ago I was speaking with a denomi
national preacher. Our discussion was on the author
ity of the Bible. I was mildly surprised when this 
person stated that "If science could one day show 
that people are born homosexuals, then I would re
ject the Bible position that homosexuality is wrong." 
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In this same conversation premarital sex was con
doned, provided those involved "loved each other." 
In view of the fact that the Bible explicitly con
demns both practices, it was quite clear that we had 
very different views of the infallibility of the Bible. 

It is unfortunate that the churches of Christ find 
themselves fighting the inerrancy battle. A few years 
back Leroy Garret stated: ''To claim inerrancy for 
the apostles and for the documents they eventually 
produced is an odd claim, one that they never made 
for themselves." Garret now has many to keep him 
company in his denial of the ·inerrancy of the Bible. 

Is it true that the Bible writers never claimed 
infallibility while writing under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit? Are there errors in the original manu
scripts of the Bible? I intend to prove that the Bible 
writers did claim, by implication, infallibil ity, and 
thus the documents they produced were without er
ror. 

It is true that there is no explicit claim of iner
rancy by the writers of the Bible. No Bible writer 
specifically said, "This document is infallible .. " Does 
the lack of an explicit claim of inerrancy necessitate 
the conclusion that the Bible does not claim to be 
inerrant? 

Proper reasoning from the scriptures reveals that 
the Bible is the inspired, inerrant word of God. Bib
lical inerrancy is the necessary conclusion of the 
following three premises: (1) the Bible is the ver
bally inspired word of God; (2) God is omniscient; 
(3) God cannot lie. If it can be demonstrated that 
these three premises are. true, then the conclusion 



must follow that the Bible is the inerrant word of 
God. 

Verbal Inspiration 
The Bible is the verbally inspired word of God. 

Bible writers often claimed that they were writing 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. This is some
times called inspiration. In 2 Timothy 3:16 the Bible 
says: "All scripture is given by inspiration of God." 
With regard to the Old Testament writers, Peter states: 
"For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but. 
men spake from God, being moved by the Holy 
Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21 ). Paul commended the church at 
Thessalonica because "that when ye received from 
us the word of the message, even the word of God, 
ye accepted it not as the word of men, but, as it is in 
truth, the word of God" ( 1 Thess. 2: 13). The fact that 
the Bible writers claimed to be writing with divine 
guidance explains why they never specifically 
claimed infallibility. Infallibility would naturally be 
assumed by all who accepted the fact that they were 
writing by inspiration. 

In an effort to maintain a belief that the Bible is 
the inspired word of God, while still asserting that 
the Bible is not infallible, several theories of inspira
tion have been produced. These theories operate un
der various titles, but they all seek to establish that 
the Bible is only partially inspired. 

These theories of partial inspiration supposedly 
leave room for divine guidance and human error. The 
question is: What kind of inspiration did the writers 
of the Bible claim? Did God verbally inspire the 
writers of the books of the Bible-that is, did God 
give them the very words they were to teach, or did 
God inspire them with general thoughts, ideas, and 
impressions leaving it up to them to put it in their 
own words, thus providing room for human error? 

The Bible writers claimed to have r~ceived the 
very words God would have them speak and write. 
David claimed verbal inspirati~n when he said, ''The 
Spirit of Jehovah spake by me, and his word was on 
my tongue" (2 Sam. 23:2). God told Isaiah, "I have 
put my words in thy mouth .... " (Is. 51:16). Accord
ing to Jeremiah 5:14 that prophet received the very 
words he would speak when God promised, "Be
cause ye speak this word, behold I will make my 
words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and 
it shall devour them." 

Jesus promised his disciples that they would not 
have to worry about what they ought to say when 
they were delivered before rulers and magistrates for 
"it shall be given you in that hour what ye shall 
speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father that speaketh in you" (Matt. 10:19-20). 

Finally, in 1 Corinthians 2:13 Paul stated that 
the inspired writers 

received not the· spirit of the world, but the 
spirit which is from God: that we might know 
the things that were freely given to us of God. 
Which things we also speak, not in words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit 

· teacheth; combining spiritual things with spiri
tual words. 

Please notice that the avenue through which the 
Holy Spirit. inspired these men to teach was words. 
The Spirit did not inspire vague. thoughts or ideas, 
leaving it up to the writer to express them in his own 
words. The Holy Spirit inspired the very words used 
by the writers of the Bible. This is commonly called 
verbal inspiration. The Bible is verbally, word-fo.r
word, inspired of God. 

God Is Omniscient 
We now tum our attention to the second premise, 

God is omniscient. To say God is omniscient is sim
ply to say that God knows everything. There is no 
limit to God's knowledge. I like to think that most 
religious people would accept this premise without 
question, but let us note what the Bible says con
cerning the omniscience of God. 

The Psalmist declares: "He counteth the number 
of the stars; he calleth them all by their names. Great 
is our Lord, and mighty in power; his understanding 
is infinite" (Psa. 147:4-5). The prophet Isaiah states: 
"Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard? The 
everlasting God, Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of 
the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary; there is no 
searching of his understanding" (Is. 40:28). Job 
claims: "Dost thou know the balance of the clouds, 
the wondrous works of him who is perfect in knowl
edge" (Job 37: 16)? 

God Cannot Lie 
Note our final premise, God cannot lie. This fact 

is stated at least three times in the Bible. In Numbers 
23:19 the Bible says, "God is not a man, that he 
should lie." In Titus 1:2 Paul speaks of "God, who 
cannot lie." In Hebrews 6: 18 the Bible says, "It is 
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impossible for God to lie." 
Conclusion 

The three premises have been demonstrated: (1) 
the Bible claims to be and is the verbally inspired 
word of God; (2) God is omniscient; (3) God cannot 
lie; therefore the Bible is inerrant. To deny the iner
rancy of the Bible is to deny the truthfulness of one 
of these three premises. If God knows everything 

and God cannot lie, then any document God guides 
in a word-for-word fashion cannot contain mistakes; 
if it did then God either did not know it was a mis
take-and this means God is not omniscient-or God 
simply did not tell the truth, in which case God lied. 

P.O. Box926 
High Springs, FL 32643 
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Methodist Preacher 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Abilene Christian University (ACU) has selected 
a United Methodist Church preacher, Michael 
O'Conner, to be the editor-in-chief of its campus 
newspaper. 

Royce Money, President of ACU, was on the 
selection committee. He says he asked to be person
ally involved because he knows the choice is touchy. 

The new editor-in-chief was recruited to his po
sition by Dr. Charles Marler, chainnan of the Jour
nalism and Mass Communication Department of 
ACU, according to the June 4, 1992, issue of The 
Optimist (ACU' s student newspaper). 

Royce Money assured us that the new editor of 
the paper is "very conservative and has fought liber
alism in the Methodist Church for years." 

The new chief editor preaches for the United 
Methodist Church in Trent, Texas. He is a graduate 
student in the Journalism department at ACU. He 
says his conversion experience includes finding a 
lost diamond engagement ring in a dark and closed 
movie theater. He says that he told God, "If you're 
up there, and if you care about me, show me where 
the ring is. And if you can't do that, then you can't 
help me" (Optimist, June 4, 1992). 

Michael O'Conner thinks John Wesley would be 
given the right hand of fellowship on the campus of 
ACU. He said, "John Wesley, Methodism's founder, 
once asked, 'Is your heart right as mine is with God? 
It is enough. Give me your hand.'" O'Conner con
cludes, "Judging from my experience, I would say 
Brother John (Wesley) would be doing a lot of hand
shaking around here" (Optimist, June 4, 1992). 
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Royce Money told the editor of the Firm Foun
dation that the ACU student newspaper influences 
and molds the thinking of the students. 

Michael O'Conner is a man of many tears and 
enjoys hugging, according to Optimist reporter Keith 
Alewine. O'Conner is married and has three chil
dren (Optimist, June 4, 1992). 

Royce Money, the Optimist reports, asked 
Michael 0' Conner some tough questions. "Pretend 
you are me and justify my picking you to be editor 
of the Optimist," was Money's hard question. 
O'Conner apparently gave a convincing answer to 
the President's leathery question, though we are not 
told why O'Conner should have control of the con
tent of the newspaper. 

Editorial comment: 
The selection of 0 'Conner to be editor of the 

Optimist was not done in a comer. It was the con
scious act of the administration of the school. The 
President of the University was involved, and the 
head of the Journalism Department made the choice 
and invited the Methodist preacher to assume an 
important and very influential post. 0 'Conner did 
not want the job and only took it after he was con
vinced there would be no attempt to convert him to 
the truth. It is painfully obvious that Marler and 
Money persuaded the Methodist to take the position 
in order to show how open minded they are. 

The action cannot be justified on the basis that 
academic freedom requires giving an official voice 
to every segment on the campus. If a Moslem regis
tered at ACU would he be given a forum to mold the 



thinking of his fellow students in favor of the Koran. 
Would he insist that Mohammed would be in full 
fellowship at ACU? 

Abilene Christian University was founded for the 
purpose of giving students an opportunity of educa
tion in a place where the Bible is respected and 
taught as the only rule of faith and practice. My 
grandfather, R. A. Dobbs, mortgaged his West Texas 
dirt farm to give the money to Abilene Christian Col
lege. He grubbed in the hot sun and choking dust 
and paid off the debt because he believed in Chris
tian education. In appreciation for his noble sacri-
fice he was appointed a member of the Board of 
Directors of the school. The school has not kept faith 
with him and thousands like him. His sweat cries out 
from the ground in protest of this betrayal. Honor is 
more important than misshapen academic freedom. 

O'Conner's notion that John Wesley, if alive and 
on the campus at ACU, would be doing a lot of 
handshaking does not mean that the students and 
faculty of the university would merely observe com
mon courtesy and practice social amenities. 0 'Conner 
made the statement in the context of a quote from 
Wesley that "If your heart is right with God as my 
heart is right with God, then give me your hand. " 
That is to say we are both right with God and let us 
shake on it. That approves the doctrines and disci
pline of John Wesley and the Methodist Church. 

The Firm Foundation respectfully asks if Michael 
O'Conner, United Methodist Preacher from Trent, 
Texas, thinks it is wrong to sprinkle babies, use in
struments of music in worship of God, or allow women 
to preach from the pulpit on Lord's Day? Does 
O'Conner believe "that we are justified by faith only 
is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of com
fort" (Discipline gf. the Methodist Church. 1948, p. 
73)? We humbly suggest that such questions are 
more pertinent when considering the appointment of 
a Methodist to a vital and sensitive position at a 
Christian school than to ask, "Pretend you are me 
and tell why I should hire you. " 

If ACU accepts open membership and is in fel
lowship with John Wesley and the Methodist, per
haps we should consider sending our children to 
Southern Methodist University-it is more prestigious 
than ACU. The Firm Foundation is not opposed to 
Christian education but is against this serious fail-

ure to keep faith with the founders of ACU and this 
breach of the school's charter. 

We call upon the Board of Directors to take 
immediate corrective action. To stonewall this trea
son would be an admission of guilt and a confession 
of disloyalty. To quietly remove O'Conner from his 
place of power is not enough. To leave O'Conner in 
the editor's chair of the Optimist is worse than a 
noiseless removal. What is needed is action at the 
top. The Board owes the brotherhood an apology. 
We need a loud, public declaration of full commit
ment to the inerrancy of the Bible and an avowal to 
follow faithfully its teaching. Silence will leave an 
unavoidable suspicion that the Bible is no longer 
honored at ACU as the error-free word of the living 
God. Man is not wiser than God. 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 
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Quickly moves into 5th printing! 
(Approximately one printing per month for five months.) 

Behold 
the 

Pattern 
by Goebel Music 

.. The best textbook available on 'Current Liberal
ism.' dealing thoroughly with the persons, the 
places and the false doctrines. "-Roy Deaver 
Gone into all fifty states and over fifteen foreign 
countries. Used as a textbook and/or required 
reading in many of our schools of preaching. 
The suggested retail price is $21.95: postage and 
handling is $2.50. This book has not been printed as a 
financial venture. The printing cost is being raised (to 
reduce the price) for Its widest distribution. If you are 
able, please send at least $5.00 plus postage and 
handling ($7.50 total). For a case of sixteen books, send 
$80.00 plus $16.00 U.P.S. postage ($96.00 total). 

660 Pages. Hardbound. 
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Holy Spirit and Christian Growth 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction forth the Spirit of his Son into our 
A. The gift of the Holy Spirit was promised hearts, crying, Abba, Father'' (Gal. 

to every saved person. 4:6). 
1. "Repent ye, and be baptized every B. The Bible promises the leading and ind-

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ welling of the Spirit to all the saved. 
unto the remission of your sins; and 1. It is not a question of "Does this hap-
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy pen?" We know it does! 
Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 2. The question is, "How does it hap-

2. ''We are witnesses of these things; and pen?" 
so is the Holy Spirit, whom God hath II. How does the Holy Spirit help the child of 
given to them that obey him" (Acts God? 
5:32). A. We know the Holy Spirit convicts and con-

3. "If ye then, being evil, know how to verts the sinner by the power of the re-
give good gifts unto your children, vealed word. 
how much more shall your heavenly B. There are at least two theories about how 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them the Holy Spirit works in the life of the 
that ask him" (Luke 11: 13)? Christian. 
a. Luke says the heavenly Father 1. One theory says the Holy Spirit works 

will give the Holy Spirit to them in the life of the child of God in a 
that ask him. direct, abstract, immediate, inconceiv-

b. Matthew, in a comparable pas- able, independent, mysterious, and su-
sage says, your heavenly father pernatural way. 
shall "give good things to them 2. A second theory says the Holy Spirit 
that ask him" (Matt. 7:11). works in the life of the child of God 

c. The "Holy Spirit" of Luke cor- in an indirect, mediate, understand-
responds to the "good things" of able, dependent, and natural way. 
Matthew. a. The first group feels led or urged 

4. "Or know ye not that your body is a to do or say certain things. 
temple of the Holy Spirit which is in b. The second group is instructed 
you, which ye have from God? and to do or say certain things. 
ye are not your own; for ye were c. The first theory-the idea of a direct and 
bought with a price: glorify God immediate leading of the Spirit-is mostly 
therefore in your body" ( 1 Cor. 6: 19- emotional. 
20). 1. The Bible warns us not to be guided 

5. "For as many as are led by the Spirit by emotion or to look within ourselves 
of God, these are sons of God" (Rom. for leading. 
8: 14). a. "There is a way which seemeth 

6. "And because ye are sons, God sent right unto a man; But the end 
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thereof are the ways of death" 
(Prov. 14:12). 

b. "0 Jehovah, I know that the way 
of man is not in himself: it is 
not in man that walketh to di
rect his steps" (Jer. 10:23). 

c. ''The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and it is exceedingly cor
rupt: who can know it" (Jer. 
17:9)? 

2. We are sometimes urged to make our
selves sensitive to the subtle influ
ence of the Spirit as he works on us 
by hint and nudge. 
a. The problem with this kind of 

talk is that you do not find it in 
the New Testament. 

b. No Bible writer ever gave people 
such advice. 

D. The second theory-the indirect leading of 
the Spirit through the revealed word-is 
emphatically taught in the New Testament. 
1. "It is the spirit that giveth life; the 

flesh profiteth nothing: the words that 
I have spoken unto you are spirit, and 
are life" (John 6:63). 

2. "Which things also we speak, not in 
words which man's wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Spirit teacheth; com
bining spiritual things with spiritual 
words" (1 Cor. 2:13). 

3. "For I am not ashamed of the gospel: 
for it is the power of God unto salva
tion to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek" 
(Rom. 1: 16). 

4. "And that from a babe thou hast 
known the sacred writings which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
Every scripture inspired of God is also 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction which is in 
righteousness. That the man of God 
may be complete, furnished com
pletely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 
3:15-17). 

5. "And now I commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you 
the inheritance among all them that 
are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). 

E. The Holy Spirit guided and instructed first 
century disciples in specific ways. 
1. Philip was instructed. 

a. The angel told Philip-spoke 
words-what to do (Acts 8:26). 

b. The Spirit gave Philip specific 
instructions in words (Acts 8:29). 

c. The Holy Spirit works through 
the medium of words. 

2. Peter was given instructions. 
a. Peter saw a vision and heard 

words (Acts 10:10-16). 
b. The Spirit told Peter in words 

what to do (Acts 10:19-20). 
c. The Spirit told Peter in words to 

go with the men (Acts 11:12). 
3. Paul was taught and led. 

a. The Holy Spirit told Paul not to 
go to Asia (Acts 16:6). 

b. A man of Macedonia, in a vi
sion, spoke words to Paul tell
ing him what to do (Acts 16:9). 

F. The Holy Spirit works through the me
dium of words either spoken or written. 
"But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later 
times some shall fall away from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits and doc
trines of demons .... " (1 Tim 4:1). 

1. The Spirit speaks expressly. 
2. The words of the Spirit warn and 

encourage. 
3. First century saints were in

structed and edified by words. 
4. The redeemed today are also 

filled, guided, instructed, and 
edified by words-and in no 
other way! 

Comments on the Outline 
The Bible speaks of the edification of the chil

dren of God. Jehovah uses the medium of his re
vealed word to instruct the sinner in what he must 
do to be saved. God does not come down upon the 
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lost person in some strange, weird, and inexplicable 
way to overpower him and compel his salvation. 
Neither does God instruct his child in some mysteri
ous manner in the way of salvation. 

Edification is the result of words-understood 
and obeyed. Christian growth comes in the same way 
as saving grace-through the medium of words. Paul 
talks about the edification of the saints: "He that 
prophesieth speaketh unto men edification, and ex
hortation, and consolation" (1 Cor 14:3). The teacher 
speaks words of edification and exhortation. The guid
ance of the Spirit does not come in exotic and mar
velous waves of mysterious and inexpressible feeling 
but in plain and understandable statements. 

Edification is for the purpose of growing the 
church (1 Cor. 14:4). Growth comes by commands 
and prohibition. You teach your children by telling 
them in plain language what to do and what not to do. 
You do not say to them, "Do what feels good and 
follow your leanings, and, if it hurts, don't do it!" 

Greater is the man who tells people what to do 
in words they can understand than the person who 
ventilates spooky sentiments (1 Cor. 14:5). The pur
pose of revelation is to teach the saved and encour
age righteous conduct (1 Cor. 14:6). Senseless things 
cannot teach or exhort (1 Cor. 14:7). In teaching, 
reproving, and exhorting, "utter by the tongue speech 

easy to be understood" (1 Cor. 14:9). 
"Howbeit in the church I had rather speak five 

words with my understanding, that I might instruct 
others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue." 

The thrust of the New Testament is toward pre
cise teaching. The Bible warns against eerie demon
strations. Faith healers and soothsayers are always 
condemned in the Bible. Simon, the user of sorcery, 
does not have very good press in the New Testa
ment. Sorcery means magic, bewitchment, conjur
ing, enchantment, incantation, necromancy, and 
witchcraft. 

People of sense do not flounder in the bog of 
obscure sentiment but walk on the high-road of sound 
judgment and reason. We need explicit instruction 
and plain prohibitions. We do not need hocus-pocus 
and mumbo-jumbo. 

The New Testament is terse in telling us what 
God wants us to do and what we are to avoid. We do 
not need things that go "bump in the night." We 
need clear instruction in what is right. Edification 
comes in the same way as salvation-through the 
medium of words. ''The gospel. . .is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that is believing; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek." 11815 Doubletree 
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Obituary 
Death, as it must to all, came to brother Aubrey 

Perry Warner of the Winston Salem area of North 
Carolina on May 24 .of this year, in the 93rd year of 
his life. He had reached and passed his 92nd birthday. 
He was regularly present for services in the Warner's 
Chapel Church of Christ for over ninety years, and 
there served as an elder for more than half century. 

A Christian, a prominent citizen of his commu
nity, a successful business man, and a bishop of souls, 
he served his generation well and, like the illustrious 
patriarch Abraham, "died in a good old age, an old 
man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people" 
(Gen. 25:8). 

He was the son of John William and Elizabeth 
Binkley Warner. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Ada Pegram Warner in 1973: a daughter, 

14 ~i~~5~ound~J:; 

Ethelene Lower, and sons A. J., C. W., and Leroy 
Warner. Surviving are a son, Bobby Warner of 
Abilene, Texas; a sister, Lola Tynes of McMinnville, 
Tennessee, and several grandchildren. 

The writer of these notes conducted meetings for 
the Warner's Chapel congregation over a period of a 
third of a century, and he never knew a finer, more 
faithful, more godly, more devoted Christian and 
elder in the church. Many hearts are sad and experi
ence a profound sense of great personal loss in his 
going but find comfort in the hope of the gospel and 
the assurance of divine grace. 

GuyN. Woods 
364 Lynn Drive 

Nashville, TN 37211 



''The Age Of Non-Reason'' 
By Bill Lockwood 

"If you want a picture of the future," wrote 
George Orwell "imagine a boot stamping on a hu
man face forever'' (as quoted by John Whitehead in 
Stealing of America, p. 3). Fairly cynical, I thought 
when I read those lines. But Orwell was an observer 
of human history who was merely beginning to read 
the "signs of the times." For, when Orwell jotted 
those lines the religious foundation of Western cul
ture had completely crumbled and America was rum
maging for a new set of roots. Not only were tradi
tional values fast becoming obsolete, including the 
devastation of human life through abortion, the splin
tering of the family unit, the devious transfonnation 
of public education into an indoctrination tool along 
socialistic lines, but, as the Humanist Manifesto 
summed it: "Faith in the prayer-hearing God, as
sumed to love and care to do something about them, 
an unproved and outmoded faith" (Manifesto, p. 13). 
In short, Western culture had lost its way. It had 
become skeptical. 

Skepticism is "the view that reason has no capac
ity to come to any conclusions at all, or else that 
reason is capable of nothing beyond very modest 
results" (Dictionary of Philosophy, p. 531). It is a 
"critical philosophical attitude, and questions the re
liability of the knowledge claims made by philoso
phers and others. They have questioned whether any 
necessary or indubitable infonnation can actually be 
gained about the real nature of things" (Encyclope
dia of Philosophy, v. 7, p. 449). 

The "Skeptical" point of view waxes in public 
favor even 'til this hour, though I am sure it does not 
increase in wisdom or knowledge or in favor with 
God. Philosopher Gordon Clark wrote: ''The twenti
eth century has been called many things: The Atomic 
Age, the Age of Inflation, the Age of the Tyrant, 
The Age of Aquarius. But it deserves one name more 
than the others, the Age of Irrationalism." 

In the past, "great thinkers have generally be
lieved that knowledge is possible to man." Conse
quently "they expended a great deal of thought and 
effort trying to justify knowledge. In the twentieth 
century, however, optimism of the secular philoso
phers has all but disappeared. They despair of knowl
edge" (Thales to Dewey, p. 547). 

"This radical skepticism has filtered down from 
the philosophers and theologians and penetrated our 
entire culture, from television to music to literature." 
Clark adds that "the Christian in the twentieth cen
tury is confronted with an overwhelming cultural 
consensus. . . .Man does not and cannot know any
thing truly." 

Perhaps the most definitive leader in the skepti
cism of the modem world was Thomas Henry Huxley 
(1825-1895). Huxley wrote: 

When I reached intellectual maturity, and 
began to ask myself whether I was an atheist, a 
theist, or a pantheist, a materialist or an ideal
ist, a Christian or a freethinker, I found that the 
more I learned and reflected, the less ready 
was the answer. The one thing upon which most 
of these good people were agreed was the one 
thing in which I differed from them. They were 
quite sure they had attained a certain gnosis
had more or less successfully solved the prob
lem of existence; while I was quite sure that I 
had not, and had a pretty strong conviction that 
the problem was insoluble. This was my situa
tion when I had the good fortune to find a place 
among the members of that remarkable confra
ternity of antagonists, the Metaphysical Soci
ety. Every variety of philosophical and theo
logical opinion was represented there; most of 
my colleagues were 'ists' of one sort or an
other; and I, the man without a rag of belief to 
cover himself with, could not fail to have some 
of the uneasy feelings which must have beset 
the historical fox when, after leaving the trap 
in which his tail remained, he presented him
self to his normally elongated companions. So 
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I took thought, and invented what I conceived 
to be the appropriate title of agnostic. It came 
into my head as suggestively .antithetic· .to the 
gnostic of church history, \Vho professed to 
know so much about the very things of which I 
was ignorant. To my great satisfaction the tenn 
took. 

That Huxley's world view has currently capti
vated American thought is demonstrated by the fol
lowing clipping from the Mesa, Arizona, Tribune 
(Sepl 7, 1991). 

Most Americans think there is no such 
thing as absolute bUth and· believe that people 
of different religions all worship the same God, 
a new survey says. 

George Barna, whose Barna Research 
Group of Glendale, California, conducted the 
survey, has produced a book from it called What 
Americans Believe. His findings show that we 
are interested in religion. However, 'If there is 
a revival going on,' it 'must be viewed as a 
religious revival, not a Christian revival.' 

While most people say religion is impor
tant to them, they're increasingly likely 'to feel 
that being part of a local church is not a neces
sity,' a summary of the findings says. 'Tradi
tional Christian beliefs are eroding, too.' 

Again, in a Gallup survey of March 30, 1992, 
the Religious News Service reported: 

Most Americans say they want guidance 
from God or the Bible, but few believe in moral 
absolutes." 

It also found that while 50 per cent of those 
estioned expressed concern about the influence 
of 'religious fundamentalism' in American life, 
only thirty-six per cent were concerned about 
the influence of 'secular humanism.' 

To determine attitudes on moral absolutes, 
the survey asked responCients if they agree or 
disagree with this statement: 'There are few 
moral absolutes; what is right or wrong usually 
varies from situation to situation.' Neatly 70 
per cent. of the respondents agreed, while 27 
per cent disagreed. 

Nearly 70 per cent of the respondents said 
they believe it is very important to do what 
God or scripture says when choosing between 
right and wrong. However, 63 per cent of this 
group said they reject the concept of moral ab
solutes (Christian News, April 6, 1992). 

Now, the reader can well imagine that all of this 
has deeply affected the church of our Lord, unless 
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we are so hidebound as not to see that currents in the 
world eventually wash into the church. 

In the frrst place, I witness a major skeedadling 
from reason and logic everywhere about us in the 
assembly of the saints. One of the popular cliches 
has become, "I don't need logic; I have the Bible," 
which can only mean that we will apply the Bible in 
illogical fashion. This sophisticated catechism cur
rently finds an "intellectual" voice in what is kilown 
as the "New Hermeneutic" (NH). The NH wants us 
to believe that "no conclusion which has been drawn 
from the result of human reasoning can be used as a 
test of Christian fellowship." 

At the Freed-Hardeman Forum in 1990, Robert 
Randolph and Lynn Mitchell dropped this big bomb: 
"We are saved by grace through obedience, but not 
by our brains!" To ensure that the audience did not 
misunderstand this unbrainy idea, the same formula 
was repeated on several occasions. To top it off, we 
were all warned thai since none of us is infallible, 
we could never know for certain if our understand
ing of scripture is correct. 

You, reader, might suppose this to be the height 
of "far-fetched" foolishness, for how could any one's 
brain discover this gem of truth if our gray matter is 
to be set in neutral continually? 

Apparently a premium is placed on stupidity to
day, for at least one of these non-thinkers was warmly 
invited to the Abilene lectures in 1991 so he can 
help the students and the church quit thinking cor
rectly and to retire their brains from active duty. 

Once more, Marvin Phillips of Crossroads in
famy "reasoned" in Image magazine, "any conclu
sion reached by such a process (of reasoning) should 
not be made a test of fellowship" (May-June 1991, 
p. 5-6). But, of course, Marvin will excuse himself 
from his little rule so he can go reach more "reason
able" conclusions and pass them out to us non
reasoners. 

Lest I am too hard on these, I confess they only 
have "swallered" the backwash of the "American 
Age of non-reason." I expect it will grow worse 
before it becomes any better. I wonder if we will 
hear preachers speechifying on the topic "Do I really 
exist?" or. pulpit tub-thumpers cogitating on the spiri
tual topic of "Am I really standing in this pulpit 
passing out doctrinal clues?" 



A second result from this "escape from rational
ity" is that religious experiences, thought to be the 
direct movement of the Holy Spirit, will be on the 
rise. For, like it or not, when human philosophy 
removes the Bible as the criterion of judgment by 
throwing it into the laboratory of skeptical confu
sion, the human heart will seek a certainty of some 
kind. In history, it has been discovered in the "reli
gious experience." 

When Erasmus (1500's) contended with Martin 
Luther that the "problem of the free will was too 
complex for humans to comprehend, and scripture 
was too difficult to interpret" in matters of these 
sorts, Luther was furious. Luther rightly insisted that 
the Christian cannot be a skeptic. But what did Luther 
propose as the criteria of certainty? He insisted upon 
a "subjective, private criterion. . .that of the Holy 

Spirit to each man's conscience" (Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, vol. 7, p. 451). 

So it has ever been. As the thermometer of skep
ticism and irrationality rise in the world of thought, 
so also do dreams, visions, and direct leading of the 
Holy Spirit. In transcendental experiences men think 
to find an anchor point in this crisis of non-reason. 
You can therefore expect this in the church. 

The only remedy for such thought is a thorough 
indoctrination in God's word which teaches: (1) We 
can know the truth and the truth can make us free 
(John 8:32), and (2) that God's word is sufficient 
unto every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17) and is able 
to give us an inheritance in the eternal glory. May 
our Lord strengthen our hands to meet the challenges 
of the hour. · 211 North 5th 

Marlow, OK 73055 
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Church Discipline 
By Terry A. Martin 

Batsell Barrett Baxter said, 
Discipline is a word which is particularly out 
of step with our time. Ours is a permissive, 
indulgent age. It is an age emphasizing no con
trols, no restraints, and no limitations .... One 
of the greatest needs of our day is discipline. 

Discipline is defined as "training that develops 
self-control, character, or orderliness and efficiency" 
(Webster's Unabridged Dictionary). It is also de
fined as "correction; chastisement; punishment in
flicted by way of correction and training" (Webster's 
Unabridged Dictionary). There are two kinds of dis
cipline--preventive and corrective. 

A lack of discipline can be blamed for many 
social problems. A few years ago the main problems 
a public school teacher was likely to encounter in 
the classroom consisted of chewing gum, spit-wads, 
and note passing. Now the main problems are drugs, 
alcohol, and pregnancy. A lack of discipline in our 
homes and schools cause the major social problems 
that plague public schools 

Without discipline the Lord's church will have 
the same moral deficiencies and lack of performance 
as the schools. The church needs both preventive 
and corrective discipline to function properly. Pre
ventive discipline is teaching and training. The 
church does this by encouraging personal Bible study 
and providing weekly Bible classes and sermons. 

Sometimes preventive discipline does not pro
duce the desired results. When this happens, correc
tive discipline is necessary. It is not so pleasant as 
preventive discipline but is absolutely necessary for 
the benefit of all involved. 

Discipline is part of the work of the church. 
Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 

against thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou 
hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that 
in the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. And if he shall ne
glect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if 
he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
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thee as an heathen man and a publican (Matt. 
18:15-17). 

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and offences contrary to 
the doctrine which ye have learned: and avoid 
them (Rom. 16: 17). 

Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them 
that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, sup
port the weak, be patient toward all men (1 
Thess. 5:14). 

Holding faith, and a good conscience; 
which some having put away concerning faith 
have made shipwreck: Of whom is Hymenaeus 
and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto 
Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme (1 
Tim. 1:19-20). 

If any man teach otherwise, and consent 
not to wholesome words, even the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is 
according to godliness: He is proud, knowing 
nothing, but doting about questions and strife 
of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, 
evil sunnisings. Perverse disputings of men of 
corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, sup
posing that gain is godliness: from such with
draw thyself (1 Tim. 6:3-5). 

A man that is an heretic after the first and 
second admonition reject: Knowing that he that 
is such is subverted, and sinneth, being con
demned of himself (Titus 3: 10-11 ). 

Now we command you, brethren, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye with
draw yourselves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, and not after the tradition which he 
received of us .... And if any man obey not our 
word by this epistle, note that man, and have 
no company with him, that he may be ashamed. 
Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish 
him as a brother (2 Thess. 3:6,14,15). 

Paul demanded the church at Corinth discipline 
one of its members. · 

It is reported commonly that there is fornica
tion among you, and such fornication as is not 
so much as named among the Gentiles, that 
one should have his father's wife .... Deliver 
such an one unto Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus. . . .Purge out therefore 



the old leaven ... .If any man that is called a 
brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idola
ter, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; 
with such an one no not to eat (1 Cor. 
5:1,5,7,11). 

J. W. McGarvey said, 
People who wish to make a compromise with 
sin and who join a church merely because they 
are afraid to live without some appearance of 
religion, will always avoid a church practicing 
discipline; but those who are in earnest about 
the desire to save their souls and to do good, 
seek just such a church as their spiritual home. 
When shall the rigid discipline which God es
tablished in the beginning be seen on earth once 
more (Commentary on Acts, p.90)? 

The purpose of church discipline is saving the 
soul. Consider the man who was living with his 
father's wife. Paul said, "deliver such an one unto 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus" (1 Cor. 
5:5). The guilty pair were to be taken away from 
among them. They were to purge out the old leaven 
and neither keep company nor eat with them, not 
merely to shame and· shun them but to save them. 
The discipline was an act of love. 

Paul delivered Hymenaeus and Alexander to Sa
tan "that they might learn not to blaspheme" (1 Tim. 
1:19-20). Paul instructed the Thessalonians to with
draw from those who would not work "that they 
may be ashamed." The goal is not shaming the 
person but bringing about godly sorrow that leads to 
repentance (2 Cor. 7: 10). 

Another reason for practicing discipline is that it 
can help save the souls of other members of the 
church. Paul said, "A little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump" (1 Cor. 5:6). The man living with his father's 
wife needed to be removed from the congregation 
before his example had a contaminating effect upon 
others. When a member of the church becomes in
fected with sin, we try every means within our power 
to bring about his spiritual healing. If all efforts fail 
to produce the desired results, then withdrawal of 
fellowship is necessary to save the body. 

When a congregation bears with sinful conduct, 
it cannot escape condemnation. The church at 
Pergamos had those that held the doctrine of Balaam 
and of the Nicolaitans. Jesus told them to repent 
(Rev. 2:12-16). The church at Thyatira was told, "I 

have a few things against thee" because "thou 
sufferest that woman Jezebel. .. to teach and seduce 
my servants" (Rev. 2:18-21). The whole church was 
blamed because sinners were either not corrected or 
cast out. 

A third reason for church discipline is that it will 
exalt the church in the eyes of the world. In refer
ence to the discipline of Ananias and Sapphira in 
Acts five, it is stated this brought "great fear upon 
all the church, and upon as inany as heard these 
things" (Acts 5:11). 

Often we hear church leaders say they do 
not exercise discipline because the church will 
be hurt in the eyes of the world if the world 
learns that there is trouble in the church. The 
world will have a lot more respect for the church 
if it is trying to keep itself clean than it will for 
a church which tries to hide its sins. People 
magnified the church and believers were added 
to the Lord because of the discipline of Ananias 
and Sapphira (Acts 5:13-14). When a man of 
the world can truthfully say that he lives a bet
ter, cleaner life than the average church mem
ber, or when he can truthfully say there are too 
many hypocrites in the church, we may know 
that the church is not exercising discipline as it 
should (Annual Lesson Commentary, 1956, p. 
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There Is, Beyond the Azure Blue • • • • 

By Terry M. Hightower 

He lives! Not that men haven't tried to bury him. 
Is God really there or is he just a matter of wish 
fulfillment on our part? Remember Voltaire's claim 
that "If God did not exist, we should have to invent 
him" was superseded by his fellow Frenchman 
Proudhon' s insistence that "The first duty of free 
and intelligent man is to chase the idea of God out 
of his conscience incessantly." Balunin would add, 
"If God did exist, we should have to abolish him." 

In the nineteenth century, Nietzsche's madman 
in the Joyful Wisdom announced the death of God: 

'Where is God gone?' he called out 'I mean to 
tell you! We have killed him,-you and I. We 
are all his murderers! But how have we done 
it? How were we able to drink up the sea? Who 
gave us the sponge to wipe away the whole 
horizon? What did we do when we loosened 
this earth from its sun? Whither does it now 
move? Whither do we move? Away from all 
suns? Do we not dash on unceasingly? Back
wards, sideways, forwards, in all directions? Is 
there still an above and below? Do we not stray, 
as through infinite nothingness? Does not empty 
space breathe upon us? Has it not become 
colder? Shall we not light lanterns in the morn-
ing? Do we not hear the noise of the grave 
diggers who are burying God? Do we not smell 
the divine putrefaction?-For even Gods pu-
trefy! God is dead! God remains dead! And we 
have killed him!' 

The widely accepted notion among so-called in
tellectuals is that the God of the Judea-Christian heri
tage is dead. But yet God has been a very lively 
corpse! He keeps creeping back into out. conscious
ness because we suspect that professed "sure laws of 
science" simply·cannot explain the human conscience 
(Rom. 2:14-15), the design of the human eye with 
color ability and "stereo" focusing, or that every
thing in the Cosmos has arrived from a non-purpo
sive Big Bang of about 40 pounds of matter. One 
twentieth century jokester passed out this little card 
in retaliation toward "God-killers" of our day: 

God is dead. (signed) Nietzsche. 
Nietzsche is dead. (signed) God 

20 August 1992 
Firm Foundation 

The God of the Bible is living and active. He is 
vitally involved in the affairs of this earth, despite 
our sometimes doubting such. Simon Peter answered 
and said, ''Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-Jonah: for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father who is in 
heaven" (Matt. 16: 16-17). 

To the Sadducees he cried out: "I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living" (Matt. 22:32). Christians are "a temple of the 
living God" (1 Cor. 6:19). We must live in light of 
the fact that ''The Lord shall judge his people .. .It is 
a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God" (Heb. 10:30-31)! Do not make the fatal mis
take of writing God's obituary. 

Let us all with one voice strongly protest the 
wild rumor of God's death, as did the preacher 
Lockridge: 

God is dead? Who pronounced him dead? Who 
signed the death certificate? Who was the coro
ner? Who was well enough acquainted with 
the deceased to identify him? Why wasn't I 
notified? I'm a member of the family! 

Are you a son or daughter of God? "For ye are 
· all sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For as 

many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on 
Christ" (Gal. 3:26-27). Let God add you to his fam
ily-his church/kingdom upon this action (Acts 2:47). 
If you have been added to God's household here on 
earth, the crucial question for you is this: "Are you 
truly living your whole life in strong belief that there 
is 'beyond the azure blue a God concealed from 
human sight,' or are you living as though he is dead 
or probably dead?" 

11026 Wurzbach Rd. 
San Antonio, TX 78230 

(The basic ideas for this article are from LeRoy 
Lawson's The Ten Commandments.) 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 
Elders' Wives 

(1 Timothy 3:1-11; Titus 1:6-9) 
By Charline Lemonds Sexton Charline Lemonds Sexton 

A woman once told an acquaintance, "I think 
you would enjoy the prestige of being an elder's 
wife." I find that concept shocking. I had never 
thought of any elder's wife as being in a prestigious 
situation. In fact, the first elders' wives I ever knew 
were as quiet and unassuming as any women that 
could be found anywhere. Though they had never 
developed any teaching skills, their lives were pat
tern$ of submission and they were supportive of any 

. efforts their husbands undertook. Perhaps there is a 
quiet honor in being the wife of a faithful leader in 
any congregation of the Lord's church, though there 
is certainly .no taint of superiority or preeminence, so 
far as I can tell. 

·Certainly every elder must have a ~ife, and if 
this meet ("fit" or "suitable") help dies, then he ob
viously is no longer qualified. The wife is to be 
encouraging and cooperative. She is to do whatever 
she can to help him maintain purity and integrity in 
his personal; social, and business li fe. She must not 
be too demanding of his time but must leave him 
opportunities for study and contemplation. If she 
encounters helpful or other significant material in 
some bulletin, periodical, or other publication, she 
should call his attention to this. It would probably be 
helpful to both of them if _they discuss scriptural or 
controversial ideas. It is. not likely that he will be 
"apt to teach" if she is too demanding of his time. 
An elder cannot teach if he has no time to study and 
if he does not know the truth or recognize error. 

An elder cannot be "given to hospitality" with
out the cooperation of his wife. Today when Chris
tians travel,. they usually plan and prefer to stay in 
motels, while in New Testament times, it was neces
sary in some towns that travelers stay in private 
homes. To invite new converts, weak Christians, or 
visitors into the home for a meal or for an evening of 
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visiting can make a great difference in their lives, 
and it is certainly pleasing to the Lord. In this way 
as in others, the elder must be an example to the 
flock. 

If the wife is extravagant and keeps her wanter 
whetted up, there is a danger that her husband will 
be tempted to use wrongful means to gain money 
and keep his wife satisfied. According to 1 Timothy 
3:3, he is to be "no lover of money." If he is under 
too much stress in this regard, he might be tempted 
to use unethical or even dishonest actions to in
crease his income. 

An elder must "rule well his own house" (1 Tim. 
3:4), and he certainly needs his wife's assistance 
and cooperation in this matter. She usually spends 
more time with the children than does the father, 
and she must not confuse them by undoing what he 
has been striving for. One of the worst and most 
dangerous situations any child can face is one in 
which there are one very strict parent and one who 
is very lenient or passive. This bewilders the child 
and tends to undo any good either parent has done. 
In the home, as well as in the church, the following 
thought should be applied and appreciated: "Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity" (Psa. 133: 1). The reason for 
an elder's need to "rule his own house" is given in 1 
Timothy 3:5, "For if a man know not how to rule his 
own house, how shall he take care of the church of 
God?" The qualifications stated for deacons' wives 
can be applied to any Christian woman and would 
certainly be needed for the wives of elders: They 
must be "grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all 
things" (1 Tim. 3: 11 ). 

At times the husband will feel a great need to 
talk over problems with his wife, but it is essential 
that she never try to pry information out of him and 



that she never, never betray any of these confidences 
to anyone else, so long as she lives (Lev. 19: 16; 1 
Tim. 5: 13; James 3:6). 

What is the duty of any wife if her husband pulls 
some blunder and embarrasses himself and perhaps 
others in public? In some cases his wife can smooth 
matters over and in any situation she must try to 
make the matter easier for him and try to prevent 
him from indulging in self-reproach and excoriation. 
However, if the trend continues and if age or state of 
health seems to be a contributing factor, she should 
encourage him to retire from the office. 

Sometimes when an elder gets up into his later 

years, he will begin to be crotchety and his judg
ment will be flawed. Yet he continues to try to guide 
the flock, though this later behavior erodes the ap
preciation and esteem in which he had formerly been 
held. If he seems to be causing problems for the 
other elders and for the congregation, it is up to his 
wife to urge him to retire and to work in a private 
capacity to help the church and the work. In her own 
quiet way, the wife of any elder has a tremendous 
responsibility. May the Lord help and reward her. 

P. 0. Box 8400 
Fort Worth, TX 76124 
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Love 
By Eldon Lewis 

Love is the source of all evil! How about that? 
Just when one thinks that he has mastered the full 
significance of a word, a different thought comes 
along to throw one's impressions askew. 

Love is one of those elusive words. It is not a 
mere emotion or holy feeling. It is an outgrowth of 
Christian faith. Love is a powerful motivator. Love 
may be mismanaged; it may be misunderstood; it 
may be misleading. Not everyone talking about love 
actually understands what love is all about. 

Yes! Love is the root of all evil. True, it is also 
the source of all good. Sounds strange, doesn't it? If 
love is the root of all good, how can it be the source 
of all evil? Well, love is an attitude of heart. If a 
person has love for evil, then that person's life will 
tend to be evil. If a person has love for God and is 
willing to yield to the will of God, then that life will 
be predisposed to be moral. It is evident then that 
both the quality and objects of love must be consid
ered when one speaks about love. 

The wrongness or rightness of love depends upon 
the object of that love. The intensity of that love will 
grow in time to become an obsession. God condemns 
misguided or misdirected love. That is love for the 
wrong object. The value of it depends upon the ob
ject loved. 

Nearly everyone knows the adage that "the love 
of money is the root of all kinds of evil" (1 Tim. 
6: 1 0). It is not money that is the source of the prob
lem. Money is the object The wrongness of this kind 
of love is that the heart focuses upon an object that 
cannot return love. Immoral love is a love that origi
nates in the worldly, carnal desires of people. 

Someone has written, "When a man falls in love 
with himself, he has no competition." Love of self is 
an obstacle that hinders a person from loving anyone 
else completely. Love of pleasure prevents one from 
loving God. Love of falsehood is a sure indication of 
a lack of love for the truth. Love for evil hinders one 
from doing good. Love for the evils of the world will 
cause one to miss the real meaning of life. 

Love motivated the religious leaders of Jesus' 
day. Yet he condemned them for it. They claimed to 
love God and his word. The Bible shows that they 
loved the praises of men more than the praises of 
God. That love caused their spiritual demise. They 
loved to be seen in prayers. They loved the places of 
honor at the public events. They loved to wear cloth
ing that identified them as religious leaders and to be 
greeted in the market places with titles of honor. 
They had love for the wrong reasons and towards the 
wrong objects. So when we speak about love, we 
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need to make sure that we define it in relationship to 
its purpose or goal. 

God approves the kind of love that manifests a 
genuine respect for and submission to his will. Chris
tian faith and love grow from a solid foundation of 
Biblical knowledge (Rom. 10:17; Gal. 5:6). Love is 
proven by the quality and quantity of worship given 
to God and in service to others. Love is the fountain 
from which true religion springs. It can be seen in 
forbearance towards those who are weak. Sacrifices 
made for the sake of the poor and homeless can show 
love. 

Love opposes error even when perceived as an 
unloving action. God, who is perfect love and the 

source of it, is willing to jeopardize everything in 
order to correct people when they go astray. Con
tending for the faith includes rebuking and correcting 
wrong teaching or living. Love is a way of life. 
Discipleship demands love for Christ and for his 
teachings. Love is what the gospel of Christ is all 
about. 

Therefore we must choose wisely both the qual
ity and the objects of our love. We cannot have both 
good and evil in our lives-one must go! 

3483 Walnut Boulevard 
Brentwood, CA 94513 

Potpourri ........... . 
Looking Good 

The Firm Foundation is moving forward with a 
full head of steam. We are in the midst of a reader
ship roundup and every month brings more sub
scribers and helpers. The paper is vibrant and vigor
ous and the outlook has never b®,n brighter. We 
have hard work to do and loads to lift but invoke the 
blessings of the Almighty and face the coming days 
with eager anticipation and undaunted hope. The 
religious world is in turmoil and the Lord's kingdom 
is pressed on every side. The love of many is wax
ing cold. Still, there are many soldiers of the cross 
who buckle on the armor God supplies and gallantly 
face the ancient foe, knowing that God is on his 
throne and all will turn out right for "them that are 
called according to his purpose." Let us be up and 
doing! Onward Christian soldiers! 

The Baptists Have Big Problems 
For several years the Baptists have been trying 

to fight off the choke-hold of liberalism. The schools 
of higher learning are the target of those managing 
the insidious move to overturn faith in the inerrancy 
of the Bible. Many Baptist leaders have faced the 
onslaught and attempted to contain the free-wheel
ing Baptist modernists. According to a report in the 
Houston Post (5/30/92), Dr. Roy Lee Honeycutt, 
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president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Kentucky, announced a new covenant 
between faculty and trustees. It "contains a seven
paragraph statement on Biblical authority that new 
faculty and those seeking tenure must affmn." 

That is a good idea! I wonder if colleges and . 
universities operated by our brethren would require 
the faculty to affirm the inerrancy of the Bible. If the 
college kids are taught by professors who do not 
accept the Bible as the infallible and error free word 
of God, the parents at least ought to know about it. 

Processionary Caterpillars 
Processionary caterpillars feed upon pine needles. 

They move through the trees in long procession, one 
leading the others following-each with his eyes half 
closed and his head snugly fitted against the rear 
extremity of his predecessor. 

Jean-Henri Fabre, a French naturalist, after pa
tiently experimenting with a group of the caterpil
lars, enticed them to th~ rim of a large flower pot. 
He succeeded in getting the first one connected with 
the last one, forming a complete circle, which started 
moving around in a procession, with neither begin
ning nor end. 

The naturalist expected that after a while they 
would catch on to the joke, get tired of their useless 



march, and start off in some new direction. But not 
so--

Through sheer force of habit, the living, creep
ing circle kept moving around the rim of the pot
around and around, keeping the same relentless pace 
for seven days and seven nights-and would doubt
less have continued longer had it not been for sheer 
exhaustion. 

They mistook activity for accomplishment. They 
meant well but got no place. 

The AwfUl Uncerlllinity of the Future 
•"It is a gloomy moment in history. Not in the 

lifetime of any man who reads this paper has there 
been so much grave and deep apprehension; never 
has the future seemed so dark and incalculable. 

•"In France the political cauldron seethes and 
bubbles with uncertainty. 

•"England and the British Empire are being sorely 
tried and exhausted in a social and economic struggle, 
with turmoil at home and uprising of her teeming 
millions in her far flung empire. 

•''The United States is beset wit_h racial, indus
trial, and commercial chaos, drifting we know not 
where. 

•"It is a solemn moment, and no man can feel 
indifference, which happily, no man tends to feel in 
the issue of events. · 

•"Of our own troubles, no man· can see the end 
" 

the voice of the preacher was heard, and into the 
conservatory of Sharon, and the Lily of the Valley's 
sweet scented spices filled and perfumed my life. I 
entered the busines~ office of the Proverbs and passed 
into the Observatory room of the prophets, where I 
saw many telescopes of various sizes, some pointing 
to far-off events, but all concentrated on the Bright 
and Morning Star which was to rise over the moon
lit hills of Judea for our salvation. I entered the audi
ence room of the King of Kings, and caught a vision 
from the standpoint of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John; passed into the Acts of Apostles, where the 
Holy Spirit was at work in the formation of the in
fant church, and into the correspondence room where 
sat Paul, Peter, James, Jude, and John penning their 
epistles. I stepped into the throne of Revelation, where 
all towered into glittering peaks, and I got a vision 
of the King seated upon his throne in all his glory 
and I cried, 

All hail the power of Jesus' name: 
Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal dhidem, 
And crown him Lord of all. 

Strong Drink 
We drink for joy and become miserable. We drink 

for sociability and become argumentative. We drink 
for sophistication and become obnoxious. We drink 
to help us sleep and awake exhausted. We drink for 
exhilaration and end up depressed. We drink to gain 
confidence and become afraid. We drink to make (This was an editorial in Harper's Magazine, · 

October 10, 1847.) conversation flow and become incoherent. We drink 
to diminish our p~oblems and see them multiply. 

A Tribute to the Bible 
Someone has said, "Many years ago I entered 

the wonderful temple of God's revelation. I entered 
the portico of Genesis and walked down through the 
Old Testament art gallery where the pictures of Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Sam
uel, David, and Daniel hung on the wall. I entered 
the music room of the Psalms, where the Spirit swept 
the keyboard of nature and brought forth the dirge
like wail of the weeping prophet Jeremiah, to the 
grand impassioned strains of Isaiah, until it seemed 
that every reed and harp in God's great organ of 
nature responded to the tuneful touch of David, the 
sweet singer of Israel. I entered Ecclesiastes, where 

Strong drink is a mocker. 

Bad Advice 
Senator Everett Dirksen was once asked his vot

ing strategy on controversial issues. In a voice like 
rolling thunder, Dirksen responded: "When I face an 
issue of great import that cleaves both constituents 
and colleagues, I always take the same approach. I 
engage in deep deliberation and quiet contempla
tion. I wait to the last available minute and then I 
always vote with the losers. Because, my friend, the 
winners· neve.r remember and the losers never for-
get." 
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What Is the '''Old Hermenuetic''? 
By J. E. Choate 

The "new henneneutic" is a rigged affair manu
factured by a liberal element in the church of Christ. 
If this appraisal strikes you as harsh, I intend it to be. 
Their calculated strategy to take over unsuspecting 
"conservative" churches of Christ is now well under
way. Their grand strategy came to light in sessions 
of the Christian Scholarship Conferences (CSC) from 
1987 to 1990. Articles in Image have been pointing 
in this direction since 1985. Liberal brothers write 
and speak to be read and heard and to duly or unduly 
persuade an audience. I claim credentials as a church 
and Bible historian. I propose to state facts and stand 
to be corrected if I do not. 

What Is the "Old Hennenuetic''? 
Spokesmen for the "new henneneutic" are called 

upon to supply the answer. We are advised that the 
two schools of thought are now locked in a 
"hermeneutical impasse." Denny Boultinghouse 
doubts that anyone so far can define the "old henne
neutic." Nevertheless, Gary D. Collier fancies him
self to be its chief architect. He begins by stating that 
there are two competing henneneutical schools in 
churches of Christ. 

He calls the first the Rationalist/Inductive School, 
which is identified with the "old henneneutic." And 
he calls the second the HistoricaVContextual School 
identified with the "new henneneutic." Collier tells 
us that the "old henneneutic" surfaced in the mid
nineteenth century. Collier describes the methodol
ogy of the "old henneneutic" as the attempt to re
construct the original pattern of the nature and orga
nization of the ideal New Testament church through 
detailed and slavish attention to deductive reasoning 
(CSC, 1987-88). (The appraisal is dismissed as as
sertive, discursive, and undocumented.) 

The Definition of a Word 
Thomas Olbricht stated that five years ago 

"preachers across the spectrum discovered the word 
hermeneutic" (CSC, 1990). It is a word of Greek ori
gin which addresses the science of interpreting the 
texts of literature in accordance with scientifically 
formulated rules and principles. To put the matter in 
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a broader context, exegesis is the study of what the 
word means in a given context; and henneneutic is 
the study of how words in the texts are applied in the 
life and government of the church. 

What Is the "Old Hermenuetic''? 
The working model of the hypothetical "old her

meneutic" is concocted from respected hermeneutical 
rules and principles two millenniums old. The frrst 
principle addresses the "trifold" formula of "example, 
command, and necessary inference." The second is a 
presupposition that the "old henneneutic" regards the 
New Testament as a constitution and a code of laws 
which govern the church in faith and practice. The 
third presupposition is that the scriptures are regarded 
as an arrangement of inspired propositions which sup
ply proof texts for propositions to be established (Im
age, Swetmon, 1989). 

The first presuppositional proposition: Collier 
states that the so called "old hermeneutic" establishes 
Biblical authority through "specific commands, ex
amples, and necessary inferences." (We think the 
Holy Spirit establishes authority by means of scrip
ture.) Collier's contrived "hermeneutical" model is 
endorsed by other liberal theologians in churches of 
Christ. 

Ron Highfield declares the "command-example
inference" method no longer makes sense because 
we no longer believe that its aim is central to the 
Christian faith (CSC, 1990). 

Rubel Shelly pontificates that in our movement 
the "old hermeneutic" of command, example, and 
necessary inference serves us poorly at times because 
it presupposes some things about the scripture which 
are not so (CSC, 1990). 

To be sure, there are eminent Bible scholars in 
the church who do not buy into this. Ian Fair is one 
of them, and he says "I do not believe that our move
ment needs a 'new hermeneutic' ... nor do we need to 
discard such hermeneutical principles as the 'trifold' 
formula 'command, example, and necessary 
inference'"(CSC, 1990). 

The second presuppositional proposition: The 



critics of the "old hermeneutic" claim that "conser
vative" churches of Christ regard the New Testament 
to be a constitution with a code of laws much like 
the Mosaic Law (Torah) with its 6131aws which were 
binding in the religious and civil life of the Jews. 

In my Bible classes in Freed-Hardeman College 
and my forty tenured years in the Bible Department 
in David Lipscomb College, from pulpits, and in re
ligious books, I have never heard it taught by any
one that the New Testament is to be regarded as a 
constitution and a body of coded laws. Michael Casey 
says that he knows brethren who regard the New 
Testament as such a body of laws. Russ Dudrey en
larges the concept that it is assumed that the New 
Testament intended to provide us with a "quarry of 
self-consistent and systematic theological dogmas" 
(Restoration Quarterly, 1st Qtr. 1988). 

The third presupposional proposition: The third 
allegation is that we have approached the scriptures 
as an arrangement of inspired propositions whose 
design is to produce proof texts. Collier elaborates 
upon this methodology which would collect all per
tinent passages on a given subject in order that we 
may induce conclusions (CSC, 1987-88). Shelly, at 
his best, observes that "God did not give a theology 
to save us and a check list of legalistic requirements 
for good works" (Image, October, 1985). 

Dating the "Old Hermeneutic'' 
Collier's mid-nineteenth century dating is far too 

late. Ron Highfield tells us that it was not invented: 
"It slowly developed out of the Enlightenment Criti
cism of Protestant Orthodoxy and its Scholastic 
method in the seventeenth century" (CSC, 1990). 
Olbricht goes back to the sixteenth century when the 
command, example, necessary inference, as men
tioned together for determining patterns for the primi
tive church, were stated by Edward Dering in 1572 
(CSC, 1990). Similar patterns of Biblical her
meneutics go back two millenniums from Ezra (B.C. 
400) and go through 250-500 A.D. during which time 
period rabbinical scholars completed the Mishnah and 
the vast monumental Talmuds. 

Personal Postscript 
The churches of Christ are indeed locked in a 

"hermeneutical impasse." The "traditional" and "con
servative" churches of Christ are under sustained at
tack by liberal spokesmen for the "new hermeneu-

tic." This became openly apparent during Jubilee '91, 
when we read headlines in the metropolitan newspa
pers: "Fun and Forgiveness: Churches Urged to Adapt 
to New Generation"; "Preacher: Churches of Christ 
Not Color Blind"; and "Churches of Christ May Fos
ter Incest." 

Rubel Shelly took dead aim on the "conservative" 
and "traditional" churches of Christ who embrace "im
perfect dogmas" and who hear preachers deliver 
"threadbare speeches on insignificant subjects." Shelly 
and his associates deemed the time right for their open 
attack on "conservative" churches of Christ in the 
spring of 1991. What is their hidden agenda? Our lib
eral brethren are poised and ready to invade churches 
of Christ to take them over one by one, and they are 
enjoying a measure of success. Some churches are 
already in their fold; others will be; and some will be 
split, such as the Hendersonville, Tennessee, church 
of Christ. They seem to be saying that churches of 
Christ are the fossilized remains of a now dead "old 
hermeneutic." If something ot11er is being said, what 
is it? The "old hermeneutic" is one. side of the coin. 
The "new hermeneutic" is the other side. 

Professor Emeritus, Bible Department 
David Lipscomb University 

37141h Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 

Cotham's Comments 
(continued from page 28) 

such a den. 3. Let those brethren who oppose 
the introduction of an organ first remonstrate in 
gentle, kind, but decided terms. If their remon
strance is unheeded, and the organ is brought 
in, then let them at once, and without even the 
formality of asking for a letter, abandon the 
church so acting; and let all such members unite 
elsewhere. . . .I have no sympathy with them, 
no fellowship for them, and so help me God 
never intend knowingly to put my foot into one 
of them. As a people we claim to be engaged in 
an effort to return to the purity, simplicity, free
dom from ostentation and pride, of the ancient 
apostolic churches. Let us, then, neither wink at 
any thing standing in the way, nor compromise 
aught essential to this end. 

This is good advice for brethren today. 

Fp 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

Fp 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

(E. R. Harper, now deceased, was 
my personal friend. He was a great 
preacher of the gospel. A fine article 
by him was published in 1957, which 
I think is needed today in the brother
hood. I want to use my page this month 
to reproduce this article.) 

The church is in danger of another 
digression. The "innocent things" being practiced today 
by loyal members of the body of Christ, because they 
do not think of the harm, are alarming to those of us 
who have been in the battle lines for years. 

The same cause that took us away in the century 
just closed will lead us into apostasy today; people not 
familiar with the truth of the Bible do not know the 
issues that are troubling the church today. The modem 
pulpit does not discuss problems. 

Church members do not have convictions against 
certain practices, as they once had. We are trying too 
much to be like the world around us. Too much show 
and not enough teaching. Too .many churches are say
ing, "We are not bothered with this or that. Why preach 
on such things? Preach on subjects that will build the 
church." 

Too many people are coming into the fold not con
verted from their errors due to soft, compromising 
preaching. We have no conception of what it means 
and takes to be spiritual. The list could be multiplied, 
but this is enough. Let us look at straws showing which 
way the wind blows and that show the laxity, on our 
part, to watch every comer lest we fall from our stead
fastness. Digression looks innocent at first and deceives 
honest people. It does not look as if it will do much 
harm. In the beginning of digression few people see its 
flower. 

When the mechanical instrument was introduced, it 
was brought into the Bible school classes, with the prom
ise that it would never be brought into worship. Inno
cent people, rather than to have trouble in the church, 
agreed to this. It was not long until the instrument was 
in the worship of the church. 

The digressives slowly broke down the convictions 
of the people against the instrument, especially the young 
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people. The story is known. Digression swept the church 
and took meeting houses and members. The instrument, 
brought in for "non-worship" activities, soon became 
common in worship. 

My prediction: The time will come when the me
chanical instrument will be used in Sunday morning 
public worship in congregations that now oppose it. 
Easter observances with sectarian bodies will be ob
served. Special holy days will be promoted. Bringing 
the instrument into the building for weddings, funerals, 
and young folk activities is a step toward digression. It 
is coming, and those of us who point it out are hated. 

Brethren, think of me as you may. Unless the church 
undergoes some old-fashioned indoctrination, it is in 
for a ride. The future of the church is at the turning 
point. It is not time for men with faint hearts. We need 
men who know the truth, love the church, and are not 
afraid to step forward, raise the banner of truth, un
sheathe the sword of the Spirit, and attack the enemy 
while the church is still the church. 

To this we might add the comments of the well
known pioneer preacher of the Restoration Movement, 
Moses E. Lard, when the mechanical instruments were 
first being introduced into the worship of churches 
(Lard's Quarterly, Vol. 1, No. 3, March, 1864): 

But what shall be done with such churches? 
Of course nothing. If they see fit to mortify the 
feelings of their brethren, to forsake the ex
ample of the primitive churches, to contemn 
the authori ty of Christ by resorting to will wor
ship, to excite dissension, and give rise to gen
eral scandal, they must do it. As a body we can 
do nothing. Still we have three partial remedies 
left us to which we should at once resort. I. Let 
every preacher in our ranks resolve at once that 
he will never, under any circumstances or on 
any account, enter a meeting house belonging 
to our brethren in which an organ stands. We 
beg and entreat our preaching brethren to adopt 
this as an unalterable rule of conduct. This and 
like evils must be checked, and the very speedi
est way to effect it is the one here suggested. 2. 
Let no brother who takes a letter from one 
church ever unite with another using an organ. 
Rather let him live out of a church than go into 

(continued on page 27) 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: 
$90.00 for 3 Jines; S 120.00 for 41ines; $150.00 for 
5 Jines; $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 lines. 
$375.00 for 8 lines. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 
SEND NO MONEY. 

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving Fr. W AJNWRIGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

CALIFORNIA 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619)367-9400. Wewillcontactlovedonesorfriends. 
Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER
NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

central 
Cauaca oFCaarsT 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Vampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11, A.M .• Wed. 7 P.M., 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

CAPE CORAL-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 4720 SE 15th Ave., Unit 201. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 813-945-7060 or 
813-542-8839. 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-15, 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. 
Jeffcoat, evangelist. 

JACKSONVnLE-WESCONNETTCHURCHOF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, I 0:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, 
evangelist. 

SEBRING-904 Fainnount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 
McGhee, evangelist. 

GEORGIA 

ATLANTA-A VON DALE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 
299-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles 
inside I-285) 

BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 49 
(I mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9,10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(912) 956-3719, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 

DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

MISSOURI 

BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
St. Sun. 8:15A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. 
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

MONTANA 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. 

OHIO 

FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. 
Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 
11 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, 
minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 

TENNESSEE 

MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 363-
1383. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 
859-3974,643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

HURST -NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
137 Souder Drive, Hurst, 76053. (817) 282-3239, 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Bill 
Clayton, Eddie Whitten, preachers. 

KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713)-351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. H. 
A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA 24073. Sun. 
10, 11 A.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. 
(703) 382-7837. ------
EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church 
St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
703-382-7777. 

MAX MEADOWS-FJ'. CHJSWELL CHURCH 
OF CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 
24360. ~mileS. 1-81 & I-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann M. 
Lee, evangelist. 703-637-4244: 703-223-1787. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S, 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-A VON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 
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CLASSIFIED 
RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church 
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Ads must 
be received by the first or the month to appear in the next month's Issue. Ads must be 
cancelled by the first or the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale--an active congregation. 4017 
Memoria] Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC 
SYSTEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or chun:h 
leaders write for free infonnation to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Santa Fe Church of Christ seeks a mature gospel 
preacher who is well-grounded in the word. Full
time position with competitive salary, benefits, bouse, 
and utilities provided. Please write: Santa Fe Church 

· of Christ. PO Box 4273, Santa Fe, NM 87502, to 
request infonnation on the application process. 

Wanted: full-time preacher for stable congregation 
of 100 members in southwest La. Elders and deacons 
in place. Salary in Mid-twenties plus hoqte (3 B.R. 2 
bath). Call 318-786-2083. 

Wanted: Gospel preacher for Truth or Consequences 
Chun:h of Christ in Truth or Consequences, NM. 
Send resume to Thomas J. Mayo, P. 0. Box 778, 
Elephant Butte, NM 87935 or phone (602) 744-5578. 

Full-time minister sought for small congregation in 
eastern Oklahoma. Salary commensurate with 
surrounding communities. Modem, brick home 
provided. Chun:h activities: a yearly Christian youth 
camp, VBS, Youth Rally. Pleasant community, good 
schools, Vo-Tech school, public library, golf course. 
Prefer mature individuaJ, knowledgeable in sound 
doctrine. Call918-967-2168, 918-967-2290, or 918-
967-4879. Send resume to: Chun:h of Christ. 502 SE 
"A" Street. Stigler, OK 74462. 

Small congregation needs full-time minister well
grounded and firm in the truth. New three-bedroom 

home, utilities and small salary provided. Contact: 
Church of Christ.% Hardy Reeves, Sr., 1553 Corgiat 
Drive, Newman, CA 95360. Phone: (209) 862-2554. 

Congregation of 125 looking for sound Gospel 
Preacher. Energetic in visitation and personal work. 
Salary negotiable. Send resume and/or tape, photo if 
available. Quitman & Center Chun:h of Christ. P.O. 
Box 667, Gladewater, Texas 75647. May call (903) 
845-5800. 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BmLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logicaJly-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

Please give us the books and Bibles you no longer 
need or use, and we will ship them to missionaries 
and schools of preaching overseas. Attalla Church 
of Christ. 503 Hughes Ave., Attalla, AL 35954.205-
547-8053, 205-538-1837. 

Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Pell City, AL 
35125. 3rd Annual Meeting-Oct 8-12. 

ltlv:Pitn~?· 
Ple4se· notify,: ,us,/b' 
-~ending 1Q..{I,r ·old' 

.flutiling ,fttbel 
.• _.and' 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL 
OF PREACHING 

* Two-Year Program 

* Fifty-four Courses 

A * 2,760 Clock Hours 

* No Tuition 

* Qualified Faculty 

* Limited Scholarships 

* Strong Bible Emphasis 

* Established 1966 
DIRECTOR: BIBLE TEACHERS: * Applications Now Being Accepted 

30 

DAVE MILLER GARY FALLIS, JOHNNY RAMSEY, 
DON SIMPSON, DAVE MILLER 

(Write or call for full infonnation). 

P.O. BOX 210667 
BEDFORD,TEXAS76095 
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PHONE: (817) 282-6526 
(817) 282-3911 

* Call or Write for Application 

CONDUCTED BY 
KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, TN 38118 
Phone (901) 362-5139 



Firm Foundation Lectureship 
Church of Christ 

1528 South Higgins Avenue 
Missoula, Montana 59802 

August 7-9, 1992 

Tlze111e: Greltt Lesso1zs frolll Ro11la1zs . 

Friday, August 7, 1992 
9:00 A.M ........................... The Gospel Is God's Power .................... Curtis Cates 

10:00 A.M ........................... The Surety of Judgment ......................... Perry Cotham 
11:00 A.M ........................... All Have Sinned ..................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Lunch Break 
2:00 P.M ............................ Justification Is by Faith .......................... Curtis Cates 
3:00 P.M ............................ Christ Died for Our Sins ......................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Dinner Break 
6:45 P.M ............................ Singing 
7:00 P.M .. ; ......................... Walking in Newness of Life ................... Curtis Cates 
8:00 P.M ............................ Eternal Life: The Gift of God ................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Saturday, August 8, 1992 
9:00 A.M ........................... The Law of God and the Inward Man .... Joe Gilmore 

10:00 A.M ........................... No Condemnation in Christ .................... David Brown 
11:00 A.M ........................... Led by the Spirit .................................... Joe Gilmore 

Lunch Break 
2:00 P.M ............................ That Form of Doctrine ............................ Charles Pledge 
3:00 P.M ............................ Will All Men Be Saved? ........................ Perry Cotham 

Dinner Break 
6:45 P.M ............................ Singing 
7:00 P.M ............................ The Price of Ignorance ........................... Gene Bench 
8:00 P.M ............................ God's Goodness and Severity ................. Noah A. Hackworth 

Sunday, August 9, 1992 
9:00 A.M ........................... Be Not Conformed ................................. Eddie Whitten 

I 0:00 A.M ........................... A void Those Who Cause Divisions ........ David Brown 
11:00 A.M ........................... Christians Live to Serve ......................... Gene Bench 

Lunch Break 
2:00 P.M ............................ The Kingdom Is Not Meat and Drink .... Perry Cotham 
3:00 P.M ............................ All Things Work Together for Good ...... Eddie Whitten 

Dinner Break 
6:45 P.M ............................ Singing 

. 7:00 P.M ............................ Things Written Aforetime ....................... Charles Pledge 
8:00 P.M ............................ The Mystery of God Revealed ............... Perry Cotham 
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Regulated Worship 
ByL. W.Mayo 

In the early 50's several preachers in the San 
Francisco Bay area had four or five discussions with 
preachers of the Independent Christian Church on 
the use of instrumental music in worship. We were 
told, "God does not regulate worship." 

During the recent Highers/Blakely Debate at 
Neosho, Missouri, that statement was repeated many 
times. Blakely knew if he could convince people 
God does not regulate worship, he would prove 
instrumental music in worship is acceptable to God. 
Blakely did not offer one syllable to prove the Lord 
does not regulate worship. He only asserted it. 

If it is true that God does not regulate worship, it 
leaves unlimited liberty to do anything so long as it is 
not sinful. If there are no regulations placed upon 
what is done in worship, the flood gates are open. 

Do the members of the Independent Christian 
Church believe such a thing? There is a challenge 
on the desk of Given 0. Blakely to debate the issue 
of regulated worship. The proposition reads "Re
solved: The worshiping of God, under the authority 
of the teaching of the New Testament, is not regu
lated by the scriptures.") have signed it. It is up to 
Blakely whether there will be a debate. 

"No Regulations" means there is no control what
ever. There would be no government at all. Any
thing could be left out, and anything could be put 
into the worship of God. 

If God does not regulate worship as some repre
sentatives of the Independent Christian Church con
tend, it follows there is no control on what is said in 
prayer, what is asked for, or in whose name we may 
pray. The scriptures require prayer (Phil. 4:6). Prayer 
is to be offered to God through Christ (John 16:23-
24). We are to ask in faith nothing wavering (James 
I :6). If prayer is worship, then worship is regulated
there are rules, commands, situations, and attitudes 
that determine whether God accepts prayer. 

The same is true with reference to preaching. 
We are to preach Christ crucified (I Cor. I :23); preach 
the word (2 Tim. 4:2); preach his name among the 
nations (Luke 23:47); preach the gospel "to every 
creature" (Mark 16: 15). We are told what to do. 

Paul gave an order to regulate laying by in store: 
"Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I 
gave order to the churches of Galatia, so also do ye" 
(1 Cor. 16: l). 

In observing the Lord's supper we are to partake 
of the bread, which represents the Lord's body. We 
must drink the fruit of the vine, which represents the 
blood of Jesus, as he gave us example. Paul wrote, 
"What is it then? I will pray with the Spirit, and I 
will pray with the understanding also; I will sing 
with the spiri~ and I sing with the understanding 
also." Paul regulated acceptable praying and sing
ing. Worship is to edify-to structure, or build up. 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Osburn and ACU 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Dr. Carroll Osburn, Carmichael Distinguised 
Professor of New Testament at Abilene Chris
tian University, has been selected as the 1991-
92 Honors Professor of the year by ACU' s Hon
ors Program students. 

Carroll Osburn delivered several classroom 
lectures during the February, 1992 ACU annual 
lectureship. In two of the lectures the professor 

took the position that the Bible allows women to direct public 
prayers when men are present and permits women to preach from 
the pulpit at an assembly of the saints on the first day of the week. 
This, of course, violates the rule laid down by the apostle Paul: 
"Let a woman learn in quietness with all subjection. But I permit 
not a woman to teach, nor to have dominion over a man, but to be 
in quietness" (1 Tim. 2: 11-12). 

Our dear learned and scholarly brother makes other regal 
blunders in his teaching. Since Carroll invites a "serious theologi
cal discussion," we are happy to accommodate him. (By the way, 
since Osburn's lessons were public and since Osburn wants a 
discussion, we propose a public "serious theological discussion" 
of Osburn's strange views on the role of women and his extreme 
statements about speaking in tongues.) 

In one of his lessons, Carroll Osburn asserted that the spiritual 
gifts of the Holy Spirit listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 will con
tinue till the end of time. His astonishing statement is that spiri
tual gifts continue until that which is perfect has come, and, he 
says, "that which is perfect" refers to the saints' final, victorious 
entry into heaven. 

Osburn declares several untrue things about the spiritual gifts 
of the first century. 

First, he says these gifts continue to our time, and we have no 
right to forbid any person to "speak in tongues." 

Second, "speaking in tongues" is not languages. 
Third, 1 Corinthians 13:10 is the only argument that can be 

used to prove the spiritual gifts of the first century ceased-he 
boldly announces there is no other possible argument. 

Fourth, speaking in tongues in the first century (and by impli
cation all other "spiritual gifts") are marginal and secondary. The 
important thing, the professor says, is love. 



His dogmatic assertions are breathtaking. What he says is 
utterly false. To begin with, 1 Corinthians 13:10 is not the only 
argument to prove the spiritual gifts of the first century, including 
speaking in tongues, ceased. 

Osburn failed to notice the teaching of the New Testament 
that the spiritual gifts of 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 were given through 
the laying on of the hands of an apostle (Acts 8: 18; 19: 1-6). 
Those who received this power from an apostle could not pass it 
through to some other person. If Philip could have, he would 
have, but he did not and therefore could not (Acts 8:5-12). Peter 
and John-apostles-came from Jerusalem to impart these spiri
tual gifts (Acts 8: 18). It follows that when all the apostles died, 
and all those on whom they laid their hands to give this measure 
of the Spirit died, the spiritual gifts stopped. 

Osburn says spiritual gifts were peripheral (one synonym for 
"peripheral" is "unimportant"). So, Osburn thinks the spiritual 
gifts of the first century were unimportant. He says the important 
thing is love, and that statement, too, implies that spiritual gifts 
were not important. 

The New Testament teaches that disciples in the first century, 
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Paul, in discussing the spiritual gifts of 1 Corin
thians 12:4-9, which included "speaking in tongues," 
says, 

'"There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices 
in the world, and no kind is without significa
tion. If then I know not the meaning of the 
voice, I shall be to him that speaketh a barbar
ian, and he that speaketh will be a barbarian 
unto me" (1 Cor. 14:10-11). 

Paul said the tongues were languages. 
If Osburn is right about ''that which is perfect'' 

in 1 Corinthians 13:10, and if he is right when he 
says there is no other argument to prove the spiritual 
gifts of the fmt century ceased, then it follows that 
such gifts continue to our time. That is Osburn's 
point. He is saying that people today who give. off 
meaningless gibberish and caii . it "speaking in 
tongues" are doing what fmt century saints did, and 
no one has the right to tell them to stop. 

Osburn is wrong about ''that which is perfect" in 
1 Corinthians 13:10. James talks about the "perfect 
law, the law of liberty" (James 1:25). The Spirit 
taught the apostles all truth (John 16: 13), and guided 
the saints in the beginning of the gospel into a knowl
edge of God's will. The revelation is finished. There 
is no more truth to be revealed because the apostles 
were guided,into all of it. We have the once-for-all 
delivered faith (Jude 3). That which is perfect has 
come, and tongues have therefore ceased, along with 
the .other spiritual gifts of 1 Corinthians 12:4-9. 

Osburn's dangerous teaching belittles the frrst-

century miracle of people speaking in languages they 
had not learned and other people who knew the lan
guage being able to understand them. His false doc
trine on tongues, interpretation of tongues, miracles, 

· · and discerning of spirits-all of which he would 
have to say continue till we all get to heaven
makes the work of the apostles and certain first
century disciples nothing more than a holy-roller cir
cus. 

Osburn lines up with Pat Boone's Pentecostalism 
and with Rubel Shelly's God-talk. Shelly and Harris 
say that acceptable worship can be hubbub, which is 
commotion, pandemonium, ruckus, tumult, uproar, 
clamor, din, noise, and racket. Shelly even calls it 
"raucous celebration" (The Second Incarnation, by 
Shelly and Harris, pp. 139, 132). (By the way, two 
synonyms for ~'raucous'.' are '~isterous" and "disor
derly.") Paul had a different idea. He said to let all 
things be done decently and in order (1 Cor. 14:40). 

We call on the Board of Directors to take imme
diate, strong, corrective action. Osburn must not be 
allowed to go untaught, uncorrected, and uncon
trolled. His teaching is wrong, and his arrogant atti
tude is an offense to sincere people. The alarming 
thing is that the administration and much of the fac
ulty at Abilene Christian University sanction by ei
ther word or silence Osburn's false teaching. The 
Board must bear the responsibility. 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 
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Regulated Worship 
(continued from page 1) 

Christians are commanded to speak "to your
selves in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs" (Eph. 5:19). 
Music is ~gulated. Speaking is specifically stated. If 
we offer in worship to God a psalm, hymn, or spiri
tual song, we are ordered to speak. 

This brief discussion proves the Lord regulates 
our worship. 

I challenge any man who will mount the plat
form in oral debate or take up his pen in written 

4 :F::oo!=. 

debate to aff"mn "The Lord does not regulate accept
able worship." 

Box·791 
Wagoner, OK 74467 

(Editor's note: Those who say everything we do 
is worship are saying God does not regulate accept
able worship. If all of life is worship, then anything 
that is not immoral goes, and we have no rules
Dobbs). 1\: 



Psycho-Quackery: 
A Trojan Horse 

By Lindell Mitchell 

"Leading brothers" irenic or otherwise, must be 
held responsible for what they say in books, maga
zines, and pulpits or via the electronic media. Addi
tionally, they must be required to validate their pro
nouncements made at college lectureships, work
shops, and forums. No credible scholar can object if 
his public statements are quoted and questioned. He 
can not honestly claim he is being abused by those 
who dare to test his theories or call for the data 
which substantiate his assertions. When any leader 
is afforded immunity from challenge or correction, 
the truth is defamed, and we ·are subject to a new 
popery. 

Those seeking to influence the Lord's church are 
in no position to whine when brethren compare their 
new doctrines with the Bible. Vital issues of Chris
tian living must be openly discussed. For too long 
the outrageous claims of "Christian psychology" have 
gone unchallenged. This must end. We can no longer 
afford to grant this Trojan horse within the walls of 
Zion free reign. 

If "Christian psychology' s"· doctrines are bibli
caily valid, its promoters have nothing to fear from a . 
factual biblical analysis of its tenets. If its precepts 
prove false and dangerous, lovers of God's truth will 
be thankful that the error was exposed. They will 
boldly correct any problems and seek to eliminate 
any repetition of them. 

A number of disturbing developments made this 
series of articles necessary. First, the growing depen
dency of society on psychologists and counselors 
trained in modern psycho-therapeutic techniques is 
alanning. For example, when tragedy strikes a school, 
whether a crazed gunman assaults the campus kill
ing several children or a school bus is run over by a 
train, what happens? Invariably the nightly news 
anchor-person will interview a somber school offi
cial assuring the public that counselors will be on 

hand to help students and their families cope with 
the tragedy. Preachers and elders used to be called to 
such scenes to render aid, but no more! A new priest
hood is ministering to our needs. 

Second, the growing dependence of Christians 
upon psycho-therapists not associated with the Lord's 
church is disconcerting. I have seen Christians ad
mitted to psychiatric hospitals and kept in "care" 
until the insurance benefits ran out; then they were 
promptly pronounced "cured' and sent home finan
cially broke and emotionally wrecked. Some of these 
same institutions have offered me monetary com
pensation for every patient I referred to them (I 
haven't referred anyone). 

In no case was there any significant improve
ment as a result of the hospital stay. Some appeared 
to have suffered harm. In one case a Christian sought 
counsel from. a local medical doctor concerning feel
ings of depression. A prompt referral was made to a 
doctor of psychiatry. He immediately prescribed a 
potent and controversial anti-psychotic drug along 
with a couple of powerful tranquilizers. Since this 
Christian had never exhibited any psychotic behav
ior, I wonder why an anti-psychotic medication was 
introduced. It also seemed inappropriate to prescribe 
a drug which is suspected of causing serious behav
ioral problems to a patient who lived alone totally 
unsupervised. Why would anyone prescribe two pow
erful addictive depressants to a patient complaining 
of depression? As a simple country preacher, I am 
sure that the doctor's explanation would be far above 
my limited ability to understand. However, I know 
that the patient went into a dramatic emotional tail
spin and ultimately committed suicide. 

In another case a Christian father and his troubled 
daughter were devastated by their involvement with 
a psycho-therapist This man's daughter had experi
enced some emotional problems through the years 
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and no one had been able to provide solace. She 
entered into therapy with her father's blessing. In 
fact, he encouraged her to seek professional help 
and assured her that he would be of assistance in 
any way possible. He reported receiving a call from 
his daughter one day asking if he really meant it 
when he agreed to help her with her therapy. When 
he assured her that he did, she requested that he 
meet her at the therapist's office at a specified time 
and date. The father eagerly agreed to be there. 

This Christian reported being elated as he drove 
into the city tO keep the appointment. He thought, 
"At last she is getting the help she needs. Now we 
are going to get her back on track." The encounter 
with the good counselor was not at all what was 
expected. When the man entered the room he re
ported that his daughter appeared dazed and would 
not look him in the eye. When he was seated, the 
therapist told him that they were there to bring his 
daughter's therapy to an end. This was to be accom
plished by closing out a painful chapter in her life. 
He then accused the father of having subjected his 
daughter to an incestuous relationship spanning a 
decade! This was his therapeutic closure! 

How does a man defend against such an outra
geous accusation? He is devastated and vows before 
God that such horrible deeds were never done. All 
indications are that his daughter is suffering from 
FMS (False Memory Syndrome) in addition to her 
other problems. This new problem was apparently 
caused by her therapist's planting false memories in 
her mind while she was under hypnosis. Father and 
daughter are estranged from one another and both 
are badly wounded emotionally. Meanwhile, the in
competent therapist is much richer. 

Third, the increasing presence of psycho-thera
pists as staff members of prominent churches in the 
brotherhood is chilling. They are given the title 
"Family Life Minister" or something similar and are 
brought in to help us cope with life, actualize our 
personalities, and rescue our families. They are typi
cally paid a salary by the church and provided a 
secretary and office space. Once their shingle is prop
erly displayed, they begin seeing "patients" on a fee 
for service basis. ( I doubt my elders would pay me 
to charge brethren for help.) If they could consis
tently deliver on ~eir grandiose promises, it would 

6 · September 1992 
Firm Foundation 

be wonderful, but mounting evidence suggests other
wise. 

One Christian agreed for his wife to begin seeing 
a prominent "Family Life Minister" for marriage 
counseling. The man was not only willing for his 
wife to see the counselor but was willing to enter 
treatment himself. He knew their problems were sig
nificant and wanted to do whatever was necessary to 
get them resolved. He was thankful that he lived in a 
city where professional help could be obtained from 
a Christian. He never dreamed that this "Christian 
counselor'' would tell his wife that she should leave 
him if she was unhappy in the marriage. To his eter
nal regret, the gentleman's troubled wife followed 
the counselor's advice and left. This same "Family 
Life Minister'' was prominently featured at the Fourth 
Annual National Family Conference hosted by the 
Herald of Truth in September of 1991 in Dallas, 
Texas. Interestingly, the lecture series was entitled 
"Saving the American Family." 

Fourth, the increasingly bizarre statements made 
by some "Christian counselors" demand attention. 
The fact that their most outlandish, unsubstantiated, 
and vile assertions have been made on the campuses 
of Christian universities is especially dangerous to 
the church. For example, as has been widely reported 
in the Firm Foundation and elsewhere, Dr. Gayle 
Napier speaking on the campus of David Lipscomb 
University said "We have so warped the concept of 
headship and submission that we have produced a 
pathological marriage model." The Nashville Ten
nessean and the Houston Post quoted him as saying 
that "conservative churches foster incest" On the same 
program Gary Wilson asserted that we in the church 
do not know grace and mercy, and one of the partici
pants said that 70% of families are "dysfunctional." 

In the September 1991 issue of the Firm F oun
dation I demanded to know what authoritative stud
ies support Napier's ·vulgar assertions. I asked who 
commissioned the study. Who actually did the study 
and under what circumstances was it done? What 
sort of measuring instrument was employed and what 
type of research model was used? I wanted to know 
how rigorous the statistical analysis was and where 
the findings were published for peer review. Not one 
shred of objective evidence has been produced to 
support these irresponsible, reckless charges. 



Instead Napier initially denied making the silly 
statements attributed to him and attempted to vilify 
those opposing him. In a letter from Calvin W arpula, 
preacher for the Stillwater church of Christ in Still
water, OK, dated 10-22-91 this interesting statement 
occurs: 

I have written brother Napier about these 
matters and he informs me that 'everything in 
the article is absolutely wrong.' He says the 
quotations that you say were in the Post are 
inaccurate. According to brother Napier, you 
evidently have not listened to the tapes that 
were made of his lectures at Lipscomb in June 
and you have 'fabricated a lot of conclusions 
and statements that were never made.' 

I responded on 10-24-91 saying in part: 
If you persuade Mr. Napier to provide a 

certified notarized statement in which he de
nies having said what The Nashville Tennes
sean and The Houston Post reported, and in 
which he denies unequivocally believing those 
things, we will take up the cause and force 
them to print a retraction. . .Contrary to your 
assertion, we have listened to the tapes! Napier's 
unmitigated gall in citing the tapes of his Lip
scomb speeches as evidence he didn't say what 
we reported is ludicrous. 

I heard nothing further from W arpula and still 
have not heard from Napier. However, I was pro
vided a copy of a letter he wrote to James Boyd of 
McMinnville, Tennessee, dated 11-19-91. Napier said 
in part: "Last week, I went back and listened to the 
Lipscomb tapes three times. I did use the phrase 
'conservative churches encourage incest"' (apparently 
Dr. Napier is the one who hadn't listened to the 
tapes). Still he has offered no word of public apol
ogy nor has the administration of David Lipscomb 
University backed away from the absurd statements 
made by the panel. Further, they have not required 
the participants to substantiate their outlandish as
sertions. 

Napier apparently has not learned from the up
roar he ignited with his unproven allegations. In an
other letter to James Boyd dated 7-24-91, Napier 
had this to say: 

It grieves me that I could open the Chris
tian Chronicle and find no less than six to ten 
preachers whose pictures are in that Chronicle 
every month, and whose daughters I have had 
in therapy because of incest. A church in Texas 

withdrew from the congregation where I at
tended because they felt we were very liberal. 
We were perceived as liberal because we were 
trying to help divorced people put their lives 
together. They branded us, wrote us up all over 
the country in a very vicious way. However, it 
is interesting to me that in a congregation of 
less than 50 families, I had the worst cases of 
incest from any group in Fort Worth-Dallas area 
including the pulpit minister. 

First, Napier can not open the Christian Chronicle 
and find any preacher's picture in it every month. 
That statement simply is not true. 

Second, when Buster Dobbs went through the 
issues of the Christian Chronicle beginning with Janu
ary 1991 going through July of 1991, when Napier 
wrote to Boyd, he discovered something most inter
esting. While no one's picture was featured in the 
paper every month, there were some whose pictures 
were featured several times. Of that group at least 
two were scheduled to appear on the Fourth Annual 
National Family Conference hosted by the Herald of 
Truth on September 25-27, 1992, in Dallas, Texas. 
Let me remind you that this year's theme was "Sav
ing the American Family"! What do such rash and 
maniacal statements do to Napier's credibility if he 
refuses to document their validity? What does it sug
gest about the wisdom of the folks at the Herald of 
truth who assembled such a cast of characters to 
save the American family? 

As I have investigated psychoquackery in and 
out of the church, a growing sense of alarm has 
descended upon me. As Guy N. Woods observed in 
a letter to me dated 3-31-92, it appears that some of 
the "Christian counselors" serving the church are 
obsessed with sex. They seem to be victims of the 
warped theories popularized by the priests of 
psychobabble. The fact that they sincerely inflict 
dangerous doctrines on the church ignorant of the 
damage done in no way diminishes the enormity of 
the carnage. In fact, it exacerbates it. This must stop. 
In the next installment I plan to examine. the flimsy 
foundation upon which much of modem psycho
therapy rests. Then in another installment we will 
look at the grandiose claims of psycho-therapy and 
present evidence on how well it delivers. 

Box411 
livingston, TX 773~ 
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What's The Problem? 
By J. E. Choate 

Speak roughly to your little boy, 
And beat him when he sneezes; 

He only does it to annoy, 
Because he knows it teases. 

Lewis Carroll 

I held briefly the first issue of Wineskins in my 
hands. My eyes suddenly riveted on the title "The 
New Birth and Christian Unity," written by Douglas 
A. Foster. A quotation under the title ascribed to 
David Lipscomb captured my attention. I remarked 
to an esteemed Nashville brother, "There is some
thing wrong with this quotation." 

Before I could check out the documentation, I 
learned that the quote was the words of a Landmark 
Baptist preacher, John R. Graves. I was puzzled how 
this could be. Dr. Foster has an earned doctorate in 
the Vanderbilt School of Religion, and I thought he 
was fairly conversant with Lipscomb's teachings on 
baptism. 

The words in the quotation under the subtitle, 
"David Lipscomb's 'Middle Way"' struck me as not 
the words of David Lipscomb. And in forty years of 
intensive research in the Gospel Advocate, I had not 
learned of any such "middle way" of Lipscomb. The 
quotation erroneously ascribed to Lipscomb reads as 
follows: 

There is no one thing taught with greater 
clearness in the New Testament than that the 
new birth precedes and qualifies for baptism. 
Faith unites and makes us one with Christ, and 
such a believer is a Christian, and saved, not 
with a conditional but with an unconditional 
salvation (David Lipscomb, "Baptist Queries 
and Answers," Gospel Advocate, 1873, 702). 

I could not conceive that Lipscomb had written 
the words, and why they had been quoted by a per
son with the credentials of Doug Foster. 

Lipscomb quoted the words of a Baptist preacher, 
John R. Graves, from the Southern Christian Weekly 
titled "Baptist Queries and Answers." Graves had 
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originally written the same for the Tennessee Bap.;. 
tist. Lipscomb quoted the words of Graves verbatim 
in the Gospel Advocate-the questions and answers. 
In a clearly marked dividing space, Lipscomb pro
ceeded to rebut point by point the contentions of the 
Baptist writer. He then signed the two combined 
sections, as was his custom, with the initials D.L. 

I was instructed as a Vanderbilt doctoral re
searcher that if what is written or said cannot be 
clearly documented, then do not write it or say it. 

The "Sins'' of the Wineskins Article 
The dictionary definition of sin is "to miss the 

mark." I see five "sins" with the attendant "sins" of 
a later "Correction" statement. Whether the sins are 
forgivable or sins unto death (unforgivable) is left to 
the reader. 

The first "sin" in the Wineskins article is alleging 
that David Lipscomb subscribed to the "creedal" 
Baptist doctrine, that "we are saved by the grace of 
God through faith only, and that once in grace al
ways in grace." Not that Lipscomb said so, but he is 
so accused in the Wineskins article. The ascribed 
quotation was not designed to honor Lipscomb but 
to use Lipscomb to promote the theology of the edi
tors of Wineskins. 

The second "sin" is the futile attempt of the edi
tors to cover up the frrst "sin." But these are only the 
"tips" of the iceberg of the contrived scenario to 
misrepresent the teachings of David Lipscomb. Why? 
They are running back the clock to make Lipscomb 
the sectarian Baptist that he was in his early years 
for obvious reasons. "Oh, what a tangled theological 
mess we get into when first we practice to confuse 
and mislead the brethren." 

The third "sin" is also contrived. Lipscomb is 
pictured as a "moderator'' between two extreme po
sitions-Alexander Campbell believed that the pi
ous unimmersed were not lost, and Austin McGary 
would have "remission of sins" to come all at once 



in the act of baptism. Lipscomb never took a "middle 
position" on scriptural truth. His position was the 
'~high road" that the remission of sins is promised to 
the believer, as he believes, as he repents, as he 
confesses, and the forgiveness of sins is fully con
summated at the time of baptism. 

The fourth "sin" of Wineskins must be regarded 
as a "mortal" sin. This kind of sin demands that the 
sinner recognize his sin, confess it, repent of it, beg 
forgiveness from his brethren, and pray God for for
giveness. That Dr. Foster ascribes the words of John 
R. Graves to the pen of David Lipscomb is not enough 
for Dr. Foster and the editors. The whole "ball of 
wax' is re-stated and reinforced in the last paragraph 
of the article in the third column on page twenty. 
The reader may find this statement difficult to be
lieve, so the entire quote is set forth: 

Lipscomb saw himself occupying a posi
tion between the two extremes. He began his 
teaching with the clear statement that the faith 
that precedes baptism marks the point of salva
tion. 'The person who believes is just as much 
the begotten of the Father, the child of God, 
before it is baptized as afterwards.' Yet he be
lieved that baptism was the necessary next step. 
One became a child of God before completion 
of tfle birth process, but if proper birth did not 
occur, the child could perish. 

Now would the reader tum back and read the 
frrst quotation in the Wineskins article? For me, it 
took a little time for the substance of the quotation 
to soak in. Your attention is called to three levels of 
the above quotation. The first level is that Lipscomb 
clearly taught that faith which precedes baptism marks 
the point of salvation. (You don't believe it. Read it 
again.) To bolster his contention, Dr. Foster next 
comes up with a "phantom quote" which he obvi
ously attributes to Lipscomb without documentation. 
Why would he do so? The substance of the quote is 
that Lipscomb is alleged to have written that a per
son who believes is just as much a child of God 
before he is baptized as afterwards. (Dr. Foster, how 
could you have written. such?) 

The third level of the quote "buffaloes" me, what
ever that means. The words are like reading the words 
of Lewis Carroii's Jabbenvocky poem. (One thing is 
certain for sure, the Baptists don't believe in a "half
born" child since the new birth is completed with 

unconditional salvation at the point of belief.) What 
is meant by these words-"but if proper birth did 
not occur the child could perish"? 

Beats me! 
The fifth "sin" of Wineskins naturally follows. 

The substance of this "sin" is the implication that 
Lipscomb would have all Baptists, Methodists, Pres
byterians, and other believers safely saved in the 
Church of Christ. The wording of the article is dif
ferent, but the substance remains the same: ''Lips
comb thus readily admitted that Baptists, Method
ists, Presbyterians, and other believers who had re
pented and been immersed had been added to Christ's 
church." There are numerous contradictions in the 
article, and by now I am too weary to ''untwist" the 
"untwistable." 

The "Correction" 
After the editors were made aware of the mis

quote, a "correction' was promised and printed in 
the July Wineskins: 

An alert reader wrote to ask about the open
ing quotation in Dr. Douglas Foster's 'The New 
Birth and Christian Unity' (May, p. 20). A 
'teaser' quote designed to draw the reader into 
the article, it was incorrectly attributed to Lip
scomb. As a matter of fact, it was a·quote from 
a Baptist writer Lipscomb was reviewing. 

Dr. Foster and the editors deeply regret 
the inaccurate citation. 

As the article itself makes clear, Lipscomb 
clearly insisted on the essentiality of baptism 
to the new birth. The analysis of Lipscomb's 
'middle way' in the article is unaffected by the 
way one regards the opening quotation. We 
apologize for any confusion the incorrect cita
tion may have created. 

This writer experienced no confusion, but he is 
certain that Dr. Foster and the editors are utterly 
confused as a matter of fact. .The "teaser'' quote does 
not "come out in the wash." This is true, for the 
identical "creedal" doctrine is repeated three times 
in the article in the last paragraph in the third col
umn on page twenty. The comment that the quote 
came from a Baptist preacher is the truth. Lipscomb 
did regard baptism as essential to the new birth, but 
this is not said; Say it all or say nothing! The Bap
tists also consider baptism essential as a condition 
for membership in a Baptist church. We dismiss 
Lipscomb's "middle way" as a concoction of church 
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historians among us who are seeking to put a veil 
over what Lipscomb was really all about We do not 
accept any part of the "Correction" because its word
ing further compounds and aggravates the falsehoods 
perpetrated in the Wineskins article. 

We have often been impressed by the theologi
cal "spins" that Dr. Rubel Shelly can put on his 
words. Dr. Shelly believes that we are saved by grace 
and cannot contribute "one whit" to our salvation. 
We think Dr. Shelly has spun out of control on this 

Wineskins article. Dr. Doug Foster may long rue the 
day that he decided to cast in his lot with the editors 
of Wineskins. His credentials as a Restoration scholar 
now lie in tattered disarray. For the time being, Dr. 
Foster may redeem himself by "coming out from 
among them." We think enough has been said at 
this time on this matter. Just perhaps, more later. 

3714'h Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 

~ 

Was It Morally Right for God to Order 
the Killing of the Canaanites? 

By Clarence Lavender 

The Bible teaches that God never does anything 
wrong. God is never out of control but always does 
things consistent with his holy and just nature. "Now 
therefore let the fear of Jehovah be upon you; take 
heed and do it: for there is no iniq~ity with Jehovah 
our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of bribes" 
(2 Chron. 19:7). There must be good explanation 
when God orders the death of people, some of them 
women and innocent children. 

The Destruction of the Canaanites 
Those who question the ethics of God concern

ing the destruction of the Canaanites, or any other 
judicial decision made by God, fail to take into ac
count six things: 

1. They ignore the reason given for the destruc
tion of wicked people, "that they teach you not to do 
after their abominations which they have done unto 
their sons" (Deut. 20: 18). 

2. The only way a person can accuse God of 
wrong is to be equal with God. No mortal can make 
the same judgments God makes because he does not 
have God's view of things or his knowledge. 

3. The Canaanites were grossly immoral. The 
justice of God demands punishment for sin. "The 
wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). God must show 
his righteousness in punishing the wick~d or violate 
his own nature (Rom. 3:23-27). 

4. A person would have to be omniscient to know 
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that what happened to the innocent children of guilty 
parents was not the best thing that could have hap
pened. The alternative here may be to grow to adult
hood and become malignant blights in the society of 
men like their parents. 

5. Punishment here may be in recognition of what 
the Canaanites had earned. When it became clear 
they were past redemption, their destruction occurred. 

6. Punishment was deserved by the Canaanites, 
whereas it was not in the case of the Holocaust
which was only a vendetta by Hitler and the Nazis 
against the Jews. 

It was dedication to continual wickedness that 
marked the Canaanites for extermination. The scrip
tures uphold the justice and righteousness of God 
even in his command to eradicate the Canaanites. 

Not for thy righteousness, or for the up
rightness of thine heart, dost thou go to possess 
their land: but for the wickedness of these na
tions the Lord thy God doth drive them out 
from before thee, and that he may perform the 
word which· the Lord aware unto thy fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Deut. 9:5). 

God's call for Israel to destroy "the Hittite, and the 
Amorite, the Canaanite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, 
and the Jebusite" was not traced to the Jews' moral 
superiority or their number, but to fulfill his promise 
to Abraham and his seed. God was preserving a lin-



eage through which the Messiah would come and all 
nations be blessed. 

There had been a patient waiting from Abraham's 
time for the sin of the Amorites to reach its full 
measure. "But in the fifth generation they shall come 
hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not 
yet full" (Gen. 15: 16). 

The Canaanites were singled out for severe treat
ment to prevent Israel and the rest of the world 
from being corrupted. "Of the cities of these peoples 
... thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth ... that 
they teach you not to do after all their abominations, 
which they have done unto their gods; so would ye 
sin against Jehovah your God" (Deut. 20: 16-18). 
When people burn their .children in honor of false 
gods, practice sodomy, bestiality, and all forms of 
wickedness, the land itself begins to vomit them out 
(Lev. 18:25-30). The modern world would do well to 
heed the warning (Rom. 8:22). 

Objection to the fate of these nations is really an 
objection to the highest manifestation of the good
ness of God. Greene likens this action on God's part, 
not to doing evil that good may come, but doing 
good in spite of certain evil consequences, just as a 
surgeon does not refrain from amputating a gangre
nous limb, even though in so doing he cannot help 
cutting off healthy flesh. 

A husband agrees to abort a tubular pregnancy. 
The purpose of the abortion is not to take the life of 
the child, but to save the life of the mother; besides 
the child could not survive in any case. 

The doctor knows that in destroying cancer cells 
healthy cells will be destroyed. His purpose is not to 
kill good cells but bad ones; yet in trying to save the 
person from the spread of cancer, good is destroyed, 
but it could not have survived regardless. 

At what instant I shall speak concerning a 
nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, 
and to pull down, and to destroy it: If that na
tion against whom I have pronounced, turn from 
their evil. I will repent of the evil that I thought 
to do unto them. And at what instant I shall 
speak concerning a nation and concerning a 
kingdom, to build and to plant it: If it do evil in 
my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will 
repent of the good wherewith I said I would 
benefit them (Jer. 18:7-10). 

Canaan had a forty-year countdown. They heard 

of the events in Egypt, the crossing of the Red Sea, 
and what happened to the kings who opposed Israel 
along the way. We know they were aware of such 
events, for Rahab confessed that these same events 
had terrorized Jericho and that she, as a result, had 
placed her faith in the God of the Hebrews (Josh. 
2:10-14). 

The destruction of the Canaanites was based on 
the same principle by which the whole world was 
judged in the universal flood and that by which the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were judged. Usu
ally those who object to these events are those who 
deny compatibility of the doctrine of eternal de
struction with the mercy and love of God. God's 
character and the acts he requires are fully consis
tent with everything that both Testaments teach us 
to expect in our God. The problem usually centers 
in a deficiency in our view of things and our inabil
ity to properly grasp the whole of the subject. 

P.O. Box306 
Christiansburg, VA 24073 

Dear Brethren: 

An Urgent Letter from 
Thomas B. Wa"en 

I am writing in the hope you will help in a matter which could 
be worth a great deal to the cause of Christ 

Many members of the Lord's church have rejected the plain 
teaching of Jesus and espoused false doctrine. 

Some faithful Christians have committed themselves to pay for 
the printing of a paper-back edition of my book. The Bible Only 
Malces Christians Only tmd the Only Christians. This books makes 
clear: (1) that the Bible is the one and only source of the truth as to 
how to become a Christian, (2) that people who both learn and obey 
what the Bible teaches become nothing other than Christians. and (3) 
that the only Christians are people who have learned and obeyed the 
Bible plan of salvation. The world needs to learn these basic truths. 
This books sets out the very heart of the basic message of the Bible. 

Would you be willing to urge the local members there to buy 
this book and help in evci-y right way to push for it to be supplied to 
other people, both lost and saved. around the world? We need your 
prayers and financial help to accomplish this workl 

We plan to offer this book for $2.95 per copy and to give a copy 
to each student in the preacher training schools among us. None of 
the money will go to me personally. All of it will be used to pay the 
expenses of the book. which is presently being printed. and for the 
distribution of it 

If you need additional information. please contact me at (214) 
287-7179, or write to me at P. 0. Box 937, Seagoville, Texas 75159. 

Many respected brethren endorse and recommend the book. I 
gave a copy to a student nurse who was helping to take care of me 
during my third by-pass heart surgery. She was a Baptist who bad 
gone to the Methocfists. She read the book and is now a member of 
the church. 

Yours in Christ. 
Thomas B. Warren 

FF 
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Indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction 3. Cleansing- John 15:2 
A. The Holy Spirit works only through the 4. Purified - 1 Peter 1:22 

word in converting sinners. 5. Saved- James 1:21-22 
B. The Holy Spirit works only through the 6. Justified -· Rom 2:13 

word in edifying saints. 7. Knowledge of his will - Col 1:9 
c. The Holy Spirit works through the word 8. Growth - 1 Pet 2:1 

in conversion and edification. 9. Sanctification- John 17:17 
D. If the Holy Spirit works immediately and B. Holy Spirit operates through the word. 

directly in enlightening and empowering 1. "Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
the child of God, then it follows that every richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
child of God must have a perfect under- admonishing one another in psalms 
standing of revelation, and a perfect obe- and hymns and spiritual songs, sing-
dience to that word; else the Spirit is im- ing with grace in your hearts to the 
perfect Lord" (Col. 3:16). 
1. If God the Holy Spirit enlightens and 2. "And be not drunk with wine, wherein 

empowers the child of God, then it is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 
follows that no child of God can be Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
lost He will have perfect knowledge hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and sufficient strength, or the Holy and making melody in your heart to 
Spirit falters and fails. the Lord (Eph. 5:18-19). 

2. If, on the other hand, the Holy Spirit 3. It follows that to be filled with the 
works through the medium of the re- Spirit is to let the word of Christ dwell 
vealed word and by the ·agency of the in you; and to let the word of Christ 
Bible instructs, guides and empow- dwell in you is to be filled with the 
ers, then the Spirit can be resisted Spirit 
because words can be resisted. c. Romans chapter eight 
a. If we resist the revealed word, 1. Three laws mentioned in Romans 8:1-

we quench the Spirit and must 4. 
suffer the consequences. a. Note: not three different kinds 

b. We have the power to refuse of law-there is no such thing 
word~ven inspired words- as different kinds of law. Law is 
but we do not have enough law. Laws may have different 
strength to refuse a direct and authorities, but law is "something 
immediate operation of God. laid down or settled. . .all the 

n. The Holy Spirit and the word rules of conduct established and 
A. Every influence the Holy Spirit exerts upon enforced by the authority." We 

us is affinned of the word of God. may have the law of Moses, the 
1. Begetting - James 1:18 law of God, the law of the hus-
2. Born - 1 Peter 1:23 band, the law of the land. It is 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

all law-not different kinds, but 
different authorities. 

b. The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:2). 

c. The law of sin and death (Rom. 
8:2). 

d. The law of Moses (Rom. 8:4). 
e. The law of sin and death is the 

law of the flesh that brings trans
gression and causes men to per
ish (Rom. 7:23-24). The law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ is the 
gospel by which we are saved 
(Rom. 1: 16). The ordinance of 
the Mosaic law is righteousness. 
The Mosaic law could not make 
us free from the law of sin and 
death and therefore could not 
make us righteous, though that 
was its ordinance. The law of 
Jesus can make us free from the 
rule of sin. The law of Jesus ac
complishes what the law of 
Moses could not do and there
fore accomplishes the purpose of 
the Mosaic Law-righteousness. 

We are led by the ·Spirit of God. "For 
as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God" (Roin. 
8:14). 
How are we led by the Spirit of God? 
a. ''The Spirit himself beareth wit

ness with our spirit, that we are 
children of God: and if children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
that we suffer with him that we 
may be also glorified with him" 
(Rom. 8: 16-17). 

b. Note: The spirit bears witness 
"with" not "to" our spirits that 
we are the children of God. 

How does the Holy Spirit bear wit
ness with the human spirit? 
a. The Spirit through the word tells 

us to believe, repent, confess and 
be baptized. We do this, and the 

Holy Spirit bears witness with 
our human spirits. The Holy 
Spirit tells us what to do, and 
our human spirits bear witness 
to our obedience. 

b. The Holy Spirit through the word 
tell us how to live. We live as 
the Spirit directs, and the Holy 
Spirit bears witness with our 
human spirits that we are living 
as God directs. 

c. The proof of our pardon is the 
witness of the Spirit. We know 
that we are children of God and 
heirs of heaven not by some fal
lible human emotion, but by the 
testimony of the Holy Spirit and 
the returning testimony of our 
huntan Spirit. 

5. Evidence of pardon is not what we 
think, or how we feel, but what God 
in his word has said to us, and whether 
we have obeyed. 

6. "For I am not ashamed of the gospel: 
for it is the power of God unto salva
tion to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek" 
(Rom. 1:16). 

7. "And now I commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you 
the inheritance among all them that 
are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). 

8. "Every scripture inspired of God is 
also profitable for teaching, for re
proof, for correction, for instruction 
which is in righteousness. That the 
man of God may be complete, fur
nished completely unto every good 
work" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 

Comments on the Outline 

Someone may ask, "If the Holy Spirit abides 
in the believer through the word of truth, then would 
it not follow that the Holy Spirit is in the believer 
before baptism? If the believer receives the Spirit 
before baptism, is he saved before baptism?" 
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This argument is similar to the Baptist debater's 
proof of salvation before baptism. He reasons: (1) 
Work makes faith live (James 2:26); (2) Repentance 
is a work and one must repent before baptism; (3) 
Therefore one has living faith before baptism and is 
saved before baptism. 

The answer is that faith does live before bap
tism, just as there is life before birth. The life before 
birth will not continue to live without the birth. There 
is a living faith before the birth of baptism, but it 
will not continue to live without the birth. The prin
ciple of living faith means we must keep on obeying 
God. It is not a one-time thing. Even after the birth 
we live by faith, and this means we keep on obey
ing-keep on working. There is a beginning and 
there is a birth. Salvation comes at the point of the 
birth (John 3:3-5; 1 Peter 1 :23). 

In the same way and for the same reason, there 
is an influence of the Spirit in the life of the indi
vidual before baptism. The person does not receive 
the "gift of the Spirit" promised in Acts 2:38, which 
is remission of sins and the fruit of a godly life, 
before baptism, but does have both living faith and 
the leading of the Spirit prior to baptism. 

The Bible does not make receiving the Spirit a 
condition of salvation. Sometimes a lost pe~on re
ceived the Holy Spirit in an unsaved state, and other 
times the Spirit came upon baptized believers, who 
had received the grace of salvation. 

A case in point is the conversion of Cornelius, 
his family, and friends. Peter went up to the house of 
Cornelius and preached the risen Christ (Acts 10:34-
43). Luke explains that "while" Peter spoke these 
words, the Holy Spirit came on Cornelius and those 
with him (Acts 10:44). This was before his baptism 
in water and therefore before he was saved (Acts 
10:48). Peter later said that when he began to speak 
the Holy Spirit came upon the group (Acts 11: 15). 
The Holy Spirit came on them before they heard the 
words of Peter's sermon. The Spirit came as Peter 
started to speak and before the message was deliv
ered. It follows that the Spirit came upon them be
fore they believed, because believing comes by hear
ing the word of God (Rom. 10: 17). They were to 
hear words of salvation and the Spirit came before 
they heard those words and therefore came upon 
them before they were saved (Acts 11:14). 
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In another situation twelve men were baptized 
and then received the spiritual gifts that came from 
laying on of the hands of an apostle (Acts 8: 18; 
19:1-6). 

We must conclude the influence of the Spirit 
may come either before or after salvation. If a sinner 
hears the word and responds by accepting it, he is 
being directed by the Spirit and has the Spirit living 
in him by the indwelling word. This process begins 
before his baptism and preceding his spirit's birth in 
water. The fact that the Spirit lives in him through 
his obedience to the word proves exactly nothing 
with reference to his salvation. If someone says, 
"You have the Holy Spirit in an unsaved person," I 
answer, "Yes, just as the Spirit came upon Cornelius 
before Cornelius was saved" (Acts 11: 16-18). 

Another pertinent question is, "What is the 'gift 
of the Spirit'" promised in Acts 2:38? It is not bap
tism in the Spirit because Cornelius received a bap
tism in the Holy Spirit before his baptism in water 
and the promise of Acts 2:38 is conditioned on bap
tism. It is not the "gift of the Spirit" that came to the 
Samaritans through the laying on of the hands of 
Peter and John because this was done after their 
baptism and after they therefore received the "gift of 
the Spirit" mentioned in Acts 2:38. The Samaritans 
believed and were baptized (Acts 8:12). At that point 
they received the "gift of the Spirit" Later the apostles 
laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 8: 17). There had to be a difference in the two 
things. 

The "gift of the Spirit" of Acts 2:38 corresponds 
to being added to the church, or translated into the 
kingdom. In the church or kingdom are all spiritual 
blessings (Eph. 1 :3). The "gift of the Spirit" of Acts 
2:38 therefore must be the totality of spiritual bless
ings given to those who are in the body of Jesus, 
which is his church. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faith
fulness, meekness, self-control; against such 
there is no law. And they that are of Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with the passions 
and the lusts thereof (Gal. 5:22-24). 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 



Will Sex Destroy America? 
By Bruce R. Curd 

Professor Pitirim A. Sorokin of the Department 
of Sociology of Harvard University, in his book, The 
American Sex Revolution, charges that Americans 
have become obsessed with sex. He says: "Our civi
lization has become so preoccupied with sex that it 
now oozes from all the pores of American life." 

In his review of Dr. Sorokin's book, Mr. Irving 
E. Howard, staff writer in Christian Economics said, 

He demolished one psychological shibboleth af-
ter another, and in the mood of Jeremiah, pro
nounces doom upon the American civilization 
if it continues down its present road of sex 
anarchy. . .Sorokin points to the parallel be-
tween the sex habits of ancient Egypt, Greece, 
and Rome during their decadence and the 
present sex revolution in America. 

Dr. Sorokin sees a close relationship between 
sex anarchy and economic failure: "As a rule, in the 
long run the material standard of living in the disor
derly periods declines, economic development slows 
down, and economic creativity languishes." 

These timely words are worthy of careful con
sideration. It is not our purpose to be a prophet of 
doom, but it is our frrm conviction that our beloved 
nation stands on a veritable precipice of internal col
lapse unless there is an abrupt change in our attitude 
toward sex. The warp and woof of our great society 
is being completely permeated with an unholy, ani
malistic, and sensualistic flood of sex. 

Some Reasons For Our Decay 
America is blessed as no other nation has been 

blessed before. We boast that we have the greatest 
number of radios, televisions, telephones, newspa
pers, automobiles, and other means of communica
tion and travel than any nation on earth. Yet we 
abuse these great mediums in countless ways. 

It seems that no product can be advertised unless 
a semi-nude, super-chested female is spotlighted. 
One's eyes hardly fall upon a newspaper or maga
zine but that a seductive and alluring beauty is por
trayed. 

Many tabloids and magazines bare hips, buttocks, 
thighs, and cleavages of most of the young women 
that appear on their pages. The television industry is 
now more blatant and open in its propagandizing 
with sex. The movie industry knows no limitation in 
the exploitation of sex, sexual innuendoes, and out
right perversion. 

The ''talk show" hosts and hostesses parade be
fore their watching and listening audiences every 
kind of human wretch and moral pervert imaginable. 
The so-called gay and lesbian population, now claim
ing 25,000,000, has moved out of the woodwork to 

Main Street. 
Sex perversion, of every despicable color and 

hue, is now lauded and applauded by millions of 
Americans. "Let them alone; they are doing their 
own thing." "It's an alternate life-style." The "nudier" 
and "naughtier" a thing is, the more it is wanted in 
our society. We have reached such a sordid condi
tion that we have forgotten how to blush. 

With the advent of the AIDS plague there seems 
to be no more sexual restraints than before. Thou
sands have died from this terrible disease, and hun
dreds of thousands more are affected. Medical au
thorities and the scientific community warn that mil
lions of people will become infected, and multitudes 
will die from the disease. The main culprits, we are 
told, are homosexual activity and illegal drugs. 

Instead of being told by their elders to restrain 
themselves and "possess their vessels," our young 
people are being told by educators, doctors, silly 
parents, and even by professed ministers of the gos
pel to practice safe sex. 

Condoms are handed out by parents, schools, 
and churches to a sex -crazed generation. The result: 
more sex, more AIDS victims, more unwanted preg
nancies, more abortions, more suicides, more unhap
piness, and more rejection of God. 

Scanty clothing is another reason for the decay 
that is in evidence. Mary Quant, the designer of the 
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mini-skirt, said that it was created for the express 
purpose of attracting the eyes of men. The short
shorts, the bikinis, the g-string, and other "barely 
there" items of feminine attire h~ve all been inspired 
by hell to captivate the minds of men and to drag 
them down into the inferno. 

At the seashore lustful eyes are granted free ad
mission to a continual strip-tease by the fairer sex. 
Silly parents who take, or send, their daughters to 
such places may encourage rape and sexual immo
rality (1 Tim~ 2:9-10). 

Wholesome Instruction 
Peter writes of Christian women, 

Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorn
ing of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in that which is not 
corruptible, even the ornament of. a meek and 
quiet spirit, which· is in the sight of God of 
great price (1 ·Pet. 3:3-4). 

Paul said, 
I will therefore ... that women adorn themselves 
in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and 
sobriety: not with braided hair, or gold, or 
pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh 
women professing godliness) with good works 
(1 Tim. 2:8-10). 

The primary meaning of modest is "decent" Chris
tian women (and men) must dress so that they may 
not appear to be like the unbelieving, sensual people 
around them. Everywhere the emphasis of the scrip
tures is away from showing or parading the body. . 

Pierre Hoge comments on the wearing of shorts, 
This type of garment stands not alone. among 
those which produce lust, sin and death (both 
physical and spiritual). Any garment can be 
designed or worn in such a. way that it will 
cause· the perversion of someone. Just because 
your body is fully covered does not mean it is 
decently covered. . .not everyone can control 
his emotions and passions. · .. The plunging neck-
lines, the skin-tight garments, and sheer fabrics 
that are the fads of modem fashion should be 
absent from the wardrobes of women profess-
ing godliness. 

Conclusion 
We must decide this day whom we will serve. 

Our nation is hurtling at jet-plane speed down the 
road to destruction. Shall we call a halt and seek to 
reverse the trend before our nation crashes and joins 
the ruins of past civilizations? 
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The redeeming graces which can spare our na
tion and the world are only in the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and his blood-bought church (Eph. 5:23-
26). Let us speak and dress as "becometh the gos
pel" and as those who are the "light in the world." 

It is repentance or ruin! Shall future generations 
enjoy the excellencies of our beloved nation. Gib
bon, the Roman historian, lists as one of the chief 
reason for Rome's fall and ruin, "internal and moral 
corruption." Our beloved America may be tottering 
on the brink! 

In his state of the Union address, on J~uary 28, 
President Bush said, "America is the hope of the 
world." No, Mr. President, you are wrong. Only the 
gospel of the Son of God holds that hallowed place! 

Route 1, Box 84-A 
Marion, N.C. 28752 
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Andrew Connally 
Late in June a tired, weary, consumed, battle

scarred soldier sheathed his sword and was carried 
on his shield from the field of battle. His indomi
table spirit took its flight to scenes of bliss. 

Andrew Connally, affectionately known as Andy, 
wore himself out in the service of the Master. His 
accomplishments were many. He turned his back on 
the comforts of home and faced, with his loving, 
devoted wife, Claudine, the rigors of foreign service. 

Andy went to Africa. He loved the black-skinned 
people-not with a love squandered in words but 
with love clothed in deeds. He helped to establish a 
church, a school, and a health clinic. He did not 
spend a lot of time chiding the church for ignoring 
the destitute, but he did spend a lot of time-a lot of 
timi---feeding the hungry and teaching the lost. 

Andy came home to America, but he left his 
heart in Africa. For as long as his pain-racked frame 
could endure, he told the story of the "dark conti
nent" 

Andy was a gospel preacher. What more can be 
said? He loved the souls of men and gave himself to 
the work of teaching the lost and alleviating human 
suffering. Nothing more can be said. 

Editors and staff of the Firm Foundation. 
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(Following is a digest of an article written by the venerable G. C. Brewer in 1955 ... It shows how long 
this question has been agitated-Dobbs) 

Grace and Law: 
Legalism and Liberalism 

By G. C. Brewer 

The words used in the heading of this article are 
being bandied about in the pulpits, in the college 
lectures, and in papers and pamphlets today to an 
extent that they have not been used before in a gen
eration; at least. I have been quoted by some writers, 
and the quotations were intended to convey the idea 
that I support the conclusions that these writers are 
driving upon those who read their works. 

I have discussed the matter of grace and works 
through long years of writing, preaching, and debat
ing. My position on the doctrines involved is not at 
all secret nor is it in any way different from the 
position held by gospel preachers who live today, 
and who have lived before. 

It is true that some men have not spoken as plainly 
upon the subject as some others have, and some men 
may also have emphasized the one side to the ne
glect of the other side and, therefore, created the 
impression that they were legalists or that they be
lieved in a law salvation. However, I do not believe 
that any gospel preacher whose position has been 
thoroughly understood ever taught that men are saved 
by their own works or by reaching the perfection 
demanded by law. 

This reaction from legalism is very widespread 
in our day, and certain elements of it are found in 
groups that differ from each other as widely as any 
legalistic groups may be divided. It will not be amiss 
to mention three names connected with this review, 
because from these three individuals, booklets have 
come to my desk and requests have been made for a 
statement from me concerning these booklets. One 
booklet was written by John B. Cowden. The second 
is from the pen of Ernest Beam, and the third, en
titled, The Law of Christ, was written by Roy Key. 

John Cowden believes in the use of instrumental 

music and the other innovations that are used by the 
Disciples of Christ. His great contention, however, 
has always been that these matters are of no conse
quence and that the great question is one of unity. 
He thinks that those who oppose the innovations are 
factionists, and he thinks that the arguments made 
against them are legalistic and that . we are creed
bound legalists, narrow in our views and rigid in our 
stand. 

Ernest Beam is a newcomer to the ranks of the 
instrumental music crowd, and he had his origin 
among the Sommerites; so he moved from the most 
radical of the legalistic crowd into the ranks of the 
liberals in the Christian Church crowd. He, too, wants 
to minimize the points of difference and plead for a 
broad tolerance that will embrace anybody who has 
faith in Christ. 

Roy Key is a young man, only recently out of 
school, and one whose academic attainments are not 
to be despised. He is unquestionably a bright young 
man and is also said to be a consecrated Christian. 
He does not claim to have departed from the faith or 
to have left the loyal group of disciples at all. He 
only insists that he wants us to get the meaning of 
the New Testament and not merely to insist upon the 
letter. He seems to have been carried away by the 
neo-orthodox wave that is sweeping over the reli
gious waters of today. 

He, too, pleads against divisions, factions, and 
the disfellowshipping of people who cannot or will 
not accept the plain teaching of the New Testament 
on all points. He particularly thinks that we should 
not let baptism be the one hazard which we cannot 
overcome in seeking fellowship with the religious 
world. 

He evidently has the virus of"Ecumenicity." The 
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"One World" idea is a big theme with the religion
ists today. They are, by no means, ready to get rid of 
denominationalism, but they want to fellowship each 
other and even combine in some such sense as the 
independent nations of the world hope to combine 
in a United Nations Assembly idea. Some people, 
who are not good enough to submit to the will of the 
Lord, are just too good to be lost and, therefore, we 
will have to remove the will of the Lord so that they 
can be saved. This is the effort, at least a part of the 
effort, that these neo-orthodox, anti-legalists are con
tending for. 

It should be recognized that all these brethren 
are moved by the same psychology. They all feel 
that there should be fellowship, cooperation, and 
union among people, who, to a great degree, have a 
common faith and a common ideal, and who are 
striving in a common purpose and hoping to reach a 
common or a universal eternal home. 

Any man would have to have a very hard heart 
and would have to stultify his own sense of righ
teousness if he did not sympathize with these breth
ren in their desire to see professed Christians united. 
These men and all the other neo-orthodox contend
ers preach the same remedy that the old orthodoxy 
preaches to the world that is divided politically, eco
nomically, and religiously. 

The plea is that Christ is the remedy. Indeed, 
Christ is the remedy, but our Lord himself is the one 
who said that many who call him Lord, Lord and do 
not the things which he commands are workers of 
iniquity. He also declared that men who teach for 
doctrines the commandments of men worship him in 
vain. He announced clearly that those who come 
after him must deny themselves, take up the cross, 
and follow him. He invites all to come to him for 
rest, but he also bids them take his yoke upon them. 
It is true that his yoke is easy, but, nevertheless, it 
must be worn. 

It must be remembered, too, that the saddest scene 
in the scriptures is Christ's own portrayal of the great 
day when many "will say to me ... Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works?" These persons will be told to 
depart, and certainly no one can claim that they had 
never done anything in the name of Christ. They 
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could not have made such a claim if they had never 
made any profession of religion and had never been 
engaged in activities of some kind in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Whatever it was they had done was not accord
ing to the will of the Father in heaven, for those who 
do that will, we are told in the preceding verse, will 
be admitted into the kingdom of heaven. 

We can strike hands with the brethren when they 
cry out against legalism, factionalism, sectarianism, 
Phariseeism, and everything that stems from such 
isms, but we must remind the brethren that the rem
edy for all these evils is not compromise. 

Truth cannot be changed by combines and con
fraternities. The remedy should not be sought in co
operation with a liberalism that amounts to a law
lessness. It can never be found in the corporate force 
of an aggregate body or through the organizational 
unit of spiritually disunited groups. 

That which alienates man from Christ cannot 
amalgamate him with other Christians. Christians can 
be united with each other only because they are one 
with Christ. When we are united with Christ, this 
will give us union with all with whom we should be 
united, and it will give us separation from all from 
whom we should be separated. Bans and decrees 
and bulls mean nothing to a spiritual man, nor would 
their reverse manifestation-the approval of religious 
authoritarianism-mean anything to a Christian. 
When one has the consciousness of the Lord's au
thority and approval in one's life, one does not suf
fer any frustrations because of a gratuitously assumed 
responsibility of judging other men. Under whatever 
law men have ever lived, they were only teachers of 
law-not judges of the law. A sense of the Lord's 
greatness and of our own littleness would help all of 
us. Grover Cleveland Brewer 

Now resting on the bosom of Abraham 

(If brother Brewer were alive today he would be 
naming by name such men as James Woodroof, 
Leonard Allen, and Tom Olbricht and looking at 
them through knitted brows and exposing their infi
delity with his powerful pen. We sorely miss G. C. 
Brewer. We will reprint some other articles from 
him in future issues-Dobbs.) 



''Eyesalve. . . 
That Thou Mayest See'' 

By Thomas F. Eaves 

To the lukewann church at Laodicea, who claimed of the Ozark Christian College in Joplin, Missouri, 
to be rich and have need of nothing, the apostle John fonnerly Ozark Bible College (a Christian Church 
wrote," ... Thou art the wretched one and miserable School). 
and poor and blind and naked" (Rev. 3:17). Jesus On October 4, 1987, Acappella perfonned at the 
admonished them to buy eyesalve to anoint their eyes Christian Church in Chickasha, Oklahoma, for the 
that they might see (Rev. 3: 18). The advice given to purpose of kicking off their fall campaign. On Octo
the Laodiceans should be heeded by many in the ber 2, 1988, Acappella perfonned at the Milford 
Lord's church today: Buy,...---------------,_.,. Christian Church in Lamar, 

eyesalve ... that you might see. ''T ~ Jd fi Missouri. 
Many congregations today L.ttUO ng OT SOmeone Acappella performed at 

are fellowshipping the singing .: ;1 h the Atlanta Fest '91 which 
group, Acappella, who fellow- tO pTOViue t at extra featured, among others, Josh 
ship and work with religious • ? , , McDowell. 
organizations who stand a- zzng. • • • • Acappella is scheduled to 
gainst New Testament Chris- appear on the Atlanta Fest 
tianity. They also support pro- '92, which features Dr. Ike 
grams among churches of Christ which feature speak- Reighard who" .. .is the pastor of New Hope Baptist 
ers who are dedicated to restructuring the church. Church in Fayetteville, Georgia. Ike has one of the 

In the June-August 1987 issue of Group, The fastest growing churches in the country." 
Youth Ministry Magazine (an interdenominational Not only has Acappella openly fellowshipped 
youth ministry magazine), there was a section titled, denominationalism, but they also have supported and 
"Christian Concert Talent Scout Booking Section." continue to support programs which feature speakers 
In this section several individuals and groups are ad- who advocate a restructuring of the church of our 
vertised. Included are Brian Becker, Lany Bryant, Lord. 
D.O.X., The Cutting Edge, Dual Edge, and Acap- Acappella has appeared on the Nashville Jubilee. 
pella. This advertisement makes it clear that these Acappella is scheduled to perform on the 1991 
groups can be used in revivals and outreach. The International Soul Winning Workshop in Tulsa, Okla-
opening paragaraph states: homa. This program includes Jeff Walling, Marvin 

I:.ooking for someone to provide that extra Phillips, and others who have declared their error 
zing for your special concert, retreat, or ~ut- publicly. 
reach event? How about using these Christian Jesus said, "By their fruits ye shall know them" 
artists? They want to be partners in your minis-
try. They'll help you bring new enthusiasm to (Matt. 7:16), and the fruits of Acappella are evident. 
your group. In spite of the facts, brethren still are providing Acap-

How can a child of God be a partner in denomi- pella with opportunities to influence the youth of the 
nationalism? True to their advertisement, they have church. 
been and continue to be partners in the ministry of Acappella performed for Winterfest '92 in 
those who uphold and teach error. Gatlinburg, Tennessee. 

In 1987, Acappella perfonned at the convention Winterfest is sponsored by the West End Church 

September 1992 1 9 
Finn Foundation 



of Christ in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Acappella is scheduled to perform on the cam

pus of David Lipscomb University July 15-19, 1992. 
Christians are not to bid "God speed" to those 

who espouse error (2 John 10-11 ), nor are they to 
fellowship the unfruitful works of darkness (Eph
esians 5:11). Some brethren need "eyesalve ... that 

they might see" how their actions are betraying the 
cause of Jesus Christ, undermining the principles 
which are to guide God's children, and subjecting 
our young people to the influence of those who walk 
not according to truth. 

6608 Beaver Ridge Rd. 
Knoxville, TN 37921 
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Demurs and Replies 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

(Editors note: A dear sister in Christ wrote re
cently wondering if it is Christian to correct false 
teachers publicly. She wanted to know about the J. 
E. Choate articles dealing with the book The Second 
Incarnation written by Shelly and Harris. She was 
especially concerned about brother Choate's com
ments on what Shelly and Harris say about worship 
and confession. Following is an excerpt from our 
reply-had.). 

Thank you for your letter. We make a sincere 
effort to keep the paper on a high level. This does 
not mean that we do not call names or identify false 
teaching. It merely means we attempt to do every
thing with due courtesy and respect. We do not de
mean people-nor do we dignify false teachers and 
false teaching by ignoring it and them. 

We often summarize the teaching of some promi
nent brother and give a Bible answer. Once in awhile 
the teaching is so obviously false we just name the 
teacher and tell what he has said, or what he has 
written. 

I have read the book The Second Incarnation 
and am convinced that brother Choate gave a fair 
representation of what Rubel Shelly wrote in the 
book. Let me give you a few quotes from the book: 

20 

A preacher in a dark suit who quotes dozens of 
lengthy passages from the Bible may be doing 
a wonderful work. In some settings we can 
imagine, he would be the best teacher for the 
group. But what about a dramatic presentation 
by 15 men and women that communicates the 
will of God? Or a quartet? Or a preacher who 
trades his dark suit for blue jeans and a 
sweatshirt? These things we view as 'changes' 
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are the norm in many foreign mission settings 
(The Second Incarnation, page 9). 

In this paragraph Shelly advocates 15 men and 
women making a dramatic presentation communi
cating God's will. What is your reaction to women 
preachers? What do you understand the Bible to teach 
about that? 

A person who has treated customers and 
employees fairly from Monday through Friday 
decides to spend a recreational weekend at the 
lake with no remorse over a failure to assemble 
with other saints for corporate worship on the 
Lord's Day (page 117). 

Another quote on worship: 
Silence and hubbub, planned and sponta

neous services, children and adults-all have 
their place. Yet a repressive tradition will likely 
dictate a narrow range of possibilities and con
fine worship to predictable routine. The church 
must be open to the invigorating presence of 
the Spirit's fresh breezes through our some
times stuffy worship experiences (page 132). 

Shelly talks on still another page about how 
one bows low before that God and whispers, 
'Holy!' Or he dances before him and shouts, 
'Holy!' (page 119). 

Shelly calls for a 
creative and Spirit guided attention (page 135). 

Again, 
There is a place in worship for raucous cel

ebration; there is a place for awestruck con
templation. There is a place for spontaneity; 
there is a place for carefully planned liturgy. 
There is a place for silence; there is a place for 
speaking. None of us has the right to dictate 
how things must always be (page 139). 



Still again, 
There will be jubilation on occasion-perhaps 
with applause and cheering (page 140). 

All of that describes a kind of Pentecostal-type 
worship. Some may think this will bring crowds to 
the worship-and it may-but it forgets that God is 
the audience. We can put on a show and draw a 
crowd, but our purpose in worship is to honor the 
great I AM. 

On pages 154-155 Shelly quotes Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer and approves the idea of what Choate 
calls a priestly intercession. Note the quote: 

A man who confesses his sins in the pres
ence of a brother knows that he is no longer 
alone with himself; he experiences the pres
ence of God in the reality of the other person 
(page 154). 

Shelly comments: 
The forgiving Christ comes to us enfleshed 

again through some member of his spiritual body 
to bring the conviction of acceptance by those 
who know of the sin only to respond with grace 
(page 155). Trust is an absolute necessity in the 
confessor-priest relationship (page 157). You 
can go to any other Christian to intercede to 
God for you; any other Christian can function 
as a priest for you (page 156). 

The chief problem with all this kind of talk is 
that there is not one single verse of scripture to jus
tify it. James 5:16 does not because that is talking 
about confessing to people we have sinned against, 
as is Matthew 18:20-23 and Matthew 5:43. It is Cross
roads gone to seed and Catholicism full blown. 

Here is some more on the subject: 
A priest must also take the sin being con

fessed as seriously as the confesspr does. Again, 
the great temptation will be to say something to 
make the person feel better. 'Everyone has this 
problem' or 'That's not so bad' is a poor and 
counterproductive response. You must under
stand that the person will not be able to take 
your pronouncement of forgiveness seriously if 
he or she does not believe you have taken the 
sin seriously (page 159). 

Finally, 
A church where G.od's forgiveness is experi
enced as a concrete reality in the absolution of 
a brother or sister (page 160). 

Shelly says concerning the kingdom and the 
church: 

The kingdom and the church are not strictly 

synonymous terms ... the church anticipates the 
kingdom ... The term kingdom of God denotes 
the kingly reign of God. . Jesus defined it in 
the Model Prayer as the state of affairs that 
would exist when God's will is 'done on earth 
as it is in heaven' (pages 74 and 75). 

There is much more, but this is enough for you 
to see that Rubel Shelly has not been misrepresented. 
J. E. Choate is a man of honor and is well-qualified 
to understand what he reads. His articles accurately 
present Shelly's teaching. He is not interested in 
changing the church away from the New Testament 
pattern. 

Thank you again for your letter; we are living in 
perilous and grievous times. The church is under 
attack from both within and without. We can survive 
the attacks from without, but the attacks from within 
are devastating. Rubel Shelly is especially danger
ous and he must be exposed. 

P. S. I cannot imagine a more unfair, mean
spirited, or sarcastic thing than to know that some
one is teaching false doctrine and leading others 
astray and not to say anything about it. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, editor 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Wonderful Counsellor 
By Quida C. Reeves 

Charline Lemonds Sexton 

( Quida Reeves, a faithful Christian from Ripley, Mississippi, is the author of two books for young ladies. 
We hope you will read and heed carefully her thoughts on the need for sound, reliable counselling
Charline Lemonds Sexton.) 

Satan is very busy as he goes "to and fro" in our 
world today; and everywhere he goes he leaves mis
ery for mankind. Sad to say, many victims of his 
wiles are God's own people. 

The fact that we have many co.unsellors in our 
society is a sign of our times; not only are they 
numerous, but there is one for almost any problem 
which is common to humanity. Among these people 
who counsel others with their problems are "Chris
tian" counsellors. 

Recently a teacher of our Ladies' Bible Class 
made the remark that we need more "Christian" coun
sellors. Again, sad to say, Christians find themselves 
with problems like people of the world, in spite of 
the fact that we have God's word, which makes the 
child of God perfect and "thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works" (2 Tim. 3: 17). One might wonder 
why children of God need to seek private counsel
ling when they have so many promises from our 
heavenly Father, assuring them that he will be with 
them always. Could it be a lack of faith? 

There is a story about a little boy who was being 
put to bed by his dad; he asked his dad to please stay 
with him because he was afraid. The dad urged him 
to say his prayers and remember that God would be 
with him; the little boy replied, "I know, but I want 
someone with me who has skin." 

It seems natural and a big help for a person to 
want to discuss his problems with someone who has 
"skin on;" and here Christian counsellors do a great 
service in helping many to see their problems and 
themselves more clearly and in helping to work 
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through their difficult times. Even then, those seek
ing counsel should make certain that the counsel 
received is in.agreement with God's word. Bad coun
sel could be worse than no counsel at all. 

Isaiah prophesied, "For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace" (lsa. 9:6). 

This prophecy was fulfilled when Christ was born 
in Bethlehem in the days of Herod the King (Matt. 
2: 1). He grew in wisdom and stature and in favor 
with God and man (Luke 2:52); he was tempted in 
all points like as we, yet without sin (He b. 4: 15). 
When he was baptized by John the Baptist to fulfill 
all righteousness (Matt. 3: 15-17), a voice from heaven 
said, ''This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." 

May our faith be such that we will hear Christ, 
the Wonderful Counsellor, with our troubles. His 
counsels are faithful and true, and he has a solution 
for every problem which we might face; we need 
only to go to him. Isaiah 25:1 reads, "0 Lord, thou 
art my God; I will exalt thee. I will praise thy name; 
for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of 
old are faithfulness and truth." 

Psalm 33:11 tells us, ''The counsel of the Lord 
standeth forever, the thoughts of His heart to all 
generations." 

Philippians 4:6-7 encourages us to "Be careful 
for nothing; but in everything by prayer and suppli
cation with thanksgiving let your requests be made 



known unto God. And the peace of God, which pass
eth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ" 

What a promise to those of us who are God's 
children! Let us claim this great promise and allow it 
to make a difference in our lives. 

As Christian mothers and grandmothers, may we 
admonish our dear children to seek counsel from 
God; yes, problems will arise, but none will be so 

great that, with his help, they cannot be resolved. 
Many times things that seem so grievous are turned 
into blessings, making our faith stronger. 

Let us seek him early, often, and late-giving 
our lives over to the Prince of Peace, the Everlasting 
Father, the Mighty God, Wonderful Counsellor, 
Christ Jesus. 865 CR 700 

Ripley, MS 38663 

l}o 

A CU and the Methodist 
(Editor's note: In the August issue of the Firm Foundation we printed an excerpt from the June 4, 

1992, issue of the Optimist. ACU's campus newspaper, together with some editorial comment. The Presi
dent of the University and the head of the Department of Journalism selected and appointed a United 
Methodist Preacher, Michael O'Conner, to be editor-in-chief of the Optimist. We mailed a copy of the 
article to Royce Money, President of ACU, prior to publication. Below is his answer.) 

Mr. H. A. Dobbs, Editor 
Finn Foundation Publishing House Inc. 
P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77260-0192 

Dear Buster, 
Thank you for sending a copy of your editorial to me. I read it with a little sadness. It would be my 

hope and prayer that some day you would make the choice to deal positively and constructively with 
something related to our Brotherhood. 

At best, leading a Christian university with a diversity of students and a even greater diversity of 
opinions among its constituency is a difficult task. It is my perception that we have helpful critics who 
pitch in and pull along side us and encourage us. Then we have those who are bent on destroying the heart 
and soul of an institution. I hope that you would see fit some day to move into the former category. 

Because of my complete dislike for the entire tone of the article, I am choosing to change nothing. By 
no means does it mean that I approve-it means precisely the opposite. Do whatever you will do. Your 
tone of the editorial is a strange way of expressing love for ACU. 

Sincerely, 

s/Royce Money, Ph.D. 
President. 

(Editorial comment: If you mean something constructive like appointing a Methodist preacher to a 
position where he can influence young minds in a wrong direction and mislead them, then you will have to 
wait until the flames of hell have turned to ice-The editor.) 

P. S. If you would like to have a photocopy of the article in the June 4, 1992, issue of the Optimist, 
please send your request to H. A. Dobbs, PO Box 690192, Houston, Texas 77269-0192. 
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Potpou-rri •........... 
•Thanks for the Firm Foundation. It just keeps 

getting better and better (JMB, Ky). 

•I appreciate your editorials and articles .. .I am 
trying to help in increasing the circulation of the 
Firm Foundation (EA, Ga). 

•I trust it is okay to reprint information from the 
Firm Foundation to inform our membership of some 
errors at ACU (BJ, Va). Permission was gladly given. 
The Firm Foundation is not copyrighted so the in
formation in it is public property. Use it as you will, 
only give us credit and "spell the name right." 

•I am sending a check for $30.00 .. .I enjoy the 
paper and the firm stand you take against liberalism. 
Keep up the good work (CS, Tx). 

•Please do not renew my subscription. Your paper 
is filled with opinions, accusations, and feuds. . .It 
depresses me (KF, Tx). Yes, it depresses me, too, for 
oncejaithful brothers to be saying such wrong things. 

•I enjoy the Firm Foundation because.ofthe qual
ity of the articles (MMc, AI). 

•I am enjoying the Firm Foundation . .. Wolves 
in sheep's clothing are on the move (FL, Tx). ~ 

•Thank you for the good work you are doing 
... The elders here are considering sending papers to 
the members. . .I have suggested the Firm F oun
dation . .. please send some sample copies (JS, AI). 

Sample copies are on the way. 

•May I humbly ask to be placed among your 
subscribers (AM, Nigeria). We often receive requests 
from people in far-away lands for free papers. We 
comply, but the cost is great. If you can help. . . . 

•Salami Gafari, a 19-year-old student, has parted 
ways with Islam. He confessed Christ and went down 
into the water for the remission of sins. It was sim
ply interesting (SG, Nigeria, West Africa)! 

•According to City University New York Center 
Researchers there are 1,769,000 members of the 
churches of Christ in America alone. This does not 

24 September 1992 
Firm Foundation 

include "Christian (no denomination)" which niun
bers more than eight million, and ''Protestant (no 
denomination)" having 17,214,000 members (The 
1992 Almanac, page 392). 

•I dropped all interest and support for the Herald 
of Truth when E. R. Harper was dropped. I would 
not do business with a bank that would not give an 
accounting of handling my funds. I confess I don't 
listen to Harold. I once thought he possessed a mea
sure of scholarship. H he does, I don't know what in 
(Anonymous). 

•An India Gospel Workshop meeting took place 
in Vijayawada, April 17-18. More than 200 preach
ers attended (N.K.Y. Dass). 
The Presbyterians 

Benton Johnson, University of Oregon sociology 
professor says of "baby boomers" lost to the Presby
terians, the reason is "attraction of fundamentalist 
churches and liberal. social policies within the de
nomination" (Houston Post, June 5, 1992). 

He is right! 
Southwesem School of Religion, Nevada 

Joseph Meador, director of the school, reports 
goOd attendance (27 students). The school is teach
ing and equipping men to preach the word in season 
and out of season. Meador says the attitude of the 
church and school in Las Vegas, is optimistic. 
World Video Bible School 

The World Video Bible School at Buda, Texas, 
is doing an outstanding job of getting training films 
into the hands of workers throughout the world. They 
need and deserve your support. Contact: Charlie 
DiPalma, Box 18AA, Buda, Texas 78610. 
Jubilee 

Rubel Shelly quoted in the Nashville Banner, 
''There is a small and declining right-wing group in 
the churches of Christ that feels compelled to revile 
most anything that attempts to be in touch with con
temporary needs." 

Forgive those who sin against you. 



Applause 
William Grove, a United Methodist bishop of 

Charleston, West Virginia, says "applause is inap
propriate in worship because it turns the church into 
a theater and confuses people about the focus of 
worship." 
Jewish Wisdom 

God could have created a plant that would grow 
loaves of bread. Instead he created wheat for us to · 
mill and bake into bread. Why? So that we could be 
his partners in completing the work of creation 
(Reader's Digest). 
Motto 

"Ah, peace, thou art such a treasure! I would 
sacrifice anything for thee, but truth." 
Psychoheresy Update 

Remember the amazing snake oil hucksters and 
their eager customers duped into believing and buy
ing ... A comforting voice on the radio or TV says, 
"If you are suffering from stress on the job, you may 
be in more serious trouble than you think. Why not 
take advantage of our free consultation. You may 
need a workman's comp ,.stress leave." The kind, 
concerned voice gives a phone number and warns 
that serious medical problems may result if treat
ment is not obtained. 

I know these people love me and care about my 
mental health. I also know that if I do not have ready 
cash, a rich and gullible uncle, a good insurance 
policy covering mental health treatment, or cannot 
make a claim against workman's comp, they will 
kick me out the door like a restaurant customer un
able to pay for his dinner. Whatever happened to 
that voice dripping with honey? 
AIDS 

A thing on television, we cannot tell if it is male 
or female, screams, "We want a cure for AIDS right 
now!" Newspaper, radio and television reporters rush 
to get the quote in print or on the airwaves and 
blame George Bush. 

The Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
shows that fewer than 3% of the people in America 
have more than 50% of the cases of AIDS. They are 
the homosexuals. IV -drug abusers account for an
other 18.5%. Homosexuals who are also IV-drug 
abusers register 5.2%. AIDS is mostly a disease of 
the immoral and the criminal. 

Miestersingers 
A chorus from Lubbock Christian University, the 

Miestersingers, say they have broken an old tradi
tion and have appointed a woman to be president of 
the chorus. During a recent program she directed the 
mixed chorus while the male director stood aside. 
They sang spiritual songs in worship of God, and 
she led the singing. 
Flatwoods Church of Christ 

There will be a one-day lectureship Saturday, 
September 26, at the Flatwoods Church of Christ, 
2100 Argillite Road, Flatwoods, Kentucky. The 
speakers will be Clark Elkins, Bennie Blankenship, 
Don Wright, Bill Kughn, and Adron Doran. The 
program will be from 9 a.m. to 4 P.M. with a Ques
tion-and-Answer Open Forum at the close. 
South Carolina 

The Greer Church of Christ, 1215 South Main 
Street (Highway 14), Greer, South Carolina, an
nounces its First Annual Biblical Studies Program! 
For more information write or call (803) 877-8951. 
From a Mission Field 

Dan Clark reports that he and Lawrence Snively 
went to New Kru Town in Liberia. They lived with 
the people in the village and came to know ~d 
teach many of them. Both Clark and Snively have 
gray hair and were respectfully addressed by the 
people each day with, "Good morning, Old Man." 
Civil strife scattered the people, and they went ev
erywhere preaching the word. The humble church 
building and other church property were destroyed. 
Christians took refuge in neighboring countries. One 
Liberian preacher, Edmund Borfay I, was forced to 
leave his homeland with his wife and two daughters. 
The family lived in a storage room in Freetown until 
they could return to their own country. He preaches 
for the church in Gardnersville and has baptized more 
than 125 within the past year. Financial help is 
needed. Clark says, "We solicit help from churches 
unaffected by the present liberalism. We will not 
knowingly accept anything from churches of the cur
rent apostasy." Contact: Dan Clark, Route 3 Box 
264, Big Spring, Texas 79720; Phone: (915) 263-
2336. Funds handled by the Westbrook Church of 
Christ, Box 299, Westbrook, Texas 79565. 
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Impact '92 
By Bobby D. Gayton 

My son received a brochure from David Lips
comb University about an event that took place on 
the campus Wednesday, July 15 through Sunday, 
July 19. This program is "designed to provide an 
atmosphere for teens that enables the development 
of a personal faith which will impact their world for 
Christ." This five-day and four-night event will in
clude" ... special interactive Bible classes taught by 
selected Youth Ministers .... " 

The brochure reads: 
Fifteen exciting, interactive Bible classes will 
take you into God's word as you have never 
been before. Youth ministers will be sharing 
their most helpful insights about how the Bible 
relates to your life ... This is one event that will 
change your life. 

I am not opposed to such events. I am opposed to 
false teachers teaching errors to teenagers whom I 
have encouraged to be faithful to the word of God. 
Our young folks need to be encouraged to go to 
schools that will aid them in their Christian life, not 
destroy it; that will encourage them to stand for the 
truth of God's word, not compromise it; that teach 
the divine plan for church organization, worship, and 
membership and not reconstruct for denominational
ism. 

One of the speakers at this event was Jeff Wall
ing. He spoke at the Fifteenth Annual Tulsa Interna
tional Soul Winning Workshop (March 29-31, 1990). 
In his speech, ''That They All May Be One," he said, 

•.. in spite of what some of my brothers think, 
I think there's going to be a ton of folks that 
God's going to give grace and mercy to .. .I 
don't think. .. a small crowd. 

I am must less interested in what Jeff Walling 
thinks than in what Jesus said in Matthew 7:13, 14. 
Wailing said, 

.. Jesus doesn't say ... the obedient might be 
one ... that the 'church of Christers' might be 
one ... He prays for those who will believe in 
me. Jesus asked that we would throw the calf 
rope around all of those who just believe in 
him, and pray and work for the unity of all 
believers. 
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The word of God teaches that the one who be
lieves (Mark 16:16), repents (Acts 2:38), confesses 
(Acts 8:37), and is baptized (1 Pet. 3:21) will be 
saved and added to the church (Acts 2:47). Jeff 
sounds like the preachers I heard for twenty-two years 
while in the Baptist church. 

At the Ozark Christian College (Christian Church) 
of Joplin, Walling said, 

.. .I don't go around the country preaching 
against instrumental music. . .some things re
ally aren't very important. ... 

He later said he meant to say, 
If one substitutes God's command to sing with 
a command to play, he is committing sin, 

but then he said, 
In my opinion, I must not judge the state of a 
fellow Christian who, in good conscience, ap
proves singing with an instrument. 

Consistency, thou art a jewel! Can one know 
what sin is and what it does? If the answer is yes, 
then what does Walling's opinion have to do with it? 
The Bible has spoken (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). For a 
further discussion of other Walling statements read 
Goebel Music's book, Behold The Panem. 

The brochure is right. If I allowed my son to go 
and hear Walling, he would be taken in, and go 
where he had "never been before," and it would be a 
"life-changing youth event," if he accepted what he 
heard. 

Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not 
in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that 
abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the 
Father and the Son. If any one cometh unto 
you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him 
not into your house, and give him no greeting: 
for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his 
evil works (2 John 1:9-11). 

To David Lipscomb University I say ''Thank you 
but no thank you." My son and all the teens that I can 
influence will not attend this event or David Lips
comb University until it returns to the "Old Paths." 

201 Green Acre Lane 
Cartersville, GA 30120 

~ 



An Example of the Believers 
Encouraging Thoughts from Workers in the Kingdom 

Compiled by Paul Sain 

Shan is a faithful preacher whom we commend. kidnapping, drug manufacturing and distributing. 
We urge you to read with interest excerpts from Satanism flourishes, and we wonder why. 
one recent study rr================================================i'l Satanism is pro-
of brother Jack- Shan Jackson has been preaching ~e moted in movies, 
son's from the gospel full-time for almost twenty years. books, and television. 
pages of Beacon He has been in Palacios, Texas, since Only recognition and 
of Truth on the 1982. After graduating from high school knowledge can pro-
subject: Satan- in Port Lavaca, he received degrees in teet from its influ-
ism. psychology from Victoria College and ence. Only through a 

Satan, the Bible from Abilene Christian College. He knowledge of the 
prince of evil, serves as editor of Beacon of Truth and kingdom of light can 
Satanas, the ad- has written for several brotherhood pa- the kingdom of dark-

pers. He and his wife, Cynthia, have three 
versary, Diabo- children. ness be controlled. 
los, the accuser- The devil is no joke. 
no other name'-===============================================;;; His followers are not 
conjures such fear; none other exudes such ques
tioning as does his. 

From the garden of Eden to the lands of Job, 
from the wilderness temptations to the final battle, 
Satan was there. Walking among the "sons of God" 
(Job 2: 1), and at times portraying himself as an 
"angel of light" (2 Cor. 11: 14 ). Satan was there. 
Regardless of the situation, regardless of the cir
cumstance, Satan was there. 

Satan attempts to wreak havoc on the lives and 
interests of God's children-subtle, shrewd, crafty. 
More important, he is evil, vile, and ruthless; and 
he hates Christ,- Christ's church, and Christ's fol
lowers. 

He is, Peter says, "a roaring lion, walking about, 
seeking whom he may devour" (1 Pet. 5:8). Yet 
Satanism continues to flourish in our generation. 

Recently a special program on television shows 
that Satanism includes such hideous things as white 
slavery, child pornography, "snuff' films (killing a 
person), the selling of human bones and body parts, 

a bunch of fun-lovers out for a good time. Satanism 
is a tool of the devil to deceive his followers and to 
shipwreck the faith of the saints. 

When God is finished with this earth, and it is 
destroyed, the reign of Satan will end. Satan and his 
followers will be cast into the everlasting fire (Matt. 
25:41). God does not want any to perish, but those 
who reject his Son and the cross and the gospel judge 
themselves to be unworthy of eternal life. God has 
no choice but to send them away. The alternative to 
heaven is the lake burning with fire and brimstone. 

"Speaking as the. Oracles of God 
Lectureship" 

November 6-8, 1992 

'The _Plague of False Teaching 
and the Blessing of Truth 
· Eastside Church of Christ 

2l4l Kingston • Muskogee,. OK 74403-3114 
~18-682-6382 

~ 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

For a group to be the true New 
Testament church, its worship must 
be in harmony with the teaching of 
the Bible. Not all worship is accept
able to God. This is seen in the wor
ship of Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:3-5; 
Heb. 11:4). Cain' s worship was not 

by faith and was rejected. 
The word worship means "reverence to a divine 

being" or an "act of expressing such reverence." The 
early church came together to worship God (Acts 
2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:18; Heb. 10:25). The New 
Testament speaks of di fferent kinds of worship. 

There is false worship. Jesus said to the Samari-
tan woman: 

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth (John 4:23-24). 

If there can be true worship, then by implication 
there can be fal se worship. 

There is vain worship. The Pharisees tried to 
bind on people the washing of hands, pots, and ves
sels as acts of worship. Jesus said of them: "But in 
vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men" (Matt. 15:9). Vain means 
"empty, of no value." A thing can be right within 
itself but wrong if made a part of one's worship to 
God without divine authority. There is nothing wrong 
in washing one's hands, but it would be wrong to do 
thi s as an act of worship. A thing can be morally 
right and religiously wrong. 

There is ignorant worship. In Paul's speech on 
Mar's Hill, he said to the Athenians: 

Ye men of Atht::ns, I perceive that in all 
things ye are too superstitious. For as I passed 
by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar 
wi th this inscription, To the Unknown God. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him 
declare I unto you (Acts 17:22-23). 

One may be honest and sincere yet ignorant of 
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the true God or how to properly worship the Creator. 
There is will worship. 

Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the 
rudiments of the world, why, as though living in 
the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (touch 
not; taste not; handle not; which all are to perish 
with the using;) after the commandments and 
doctrines of men? Which things have indeed a 
show of wisdom in will worship, and humility, 
and neglecting of the body; not in any honor to 
the satisfying of the flesh (Col. 2:20-23). 

Will worship would be that which comes from man, 
which one devises. It may include pandering to "felt 
needs." 

There is true worship. If we decide to worship 
God, we must worship as he has directed in his word. 
Jesus gave the three essential elements of true wor
ship in John 4:24: 

(1) Our worship must be directed to the right 
object. We are to worship God (Matt. 4: 10; Acts 
10:25-26; Rev. 22:8-9; 1 John 5:21 ; Ex. 20:3-6). 

(2) Our worship must be done with the right 
attitude, the right manner, or "in spirit." If our minds 
are centered on other things rather than spiritual mat
ters, the worship is not acceptable. 

(3) Our worship must be done the right way, "in 
truth," according to God's word. Jesus said, "Sanctify 
them through thy truth: thy word is truth" (John 
17: 17). 

Any act of worship that fails to meet these three 
essential requirements is not acceptable to the Lord. 

Since worship involves an act, we must know 
the acts of true worship. Not everything we do in life 
is worship. When Abraham and Isaac had reached 
the foot of the mountain where God had told Abra
ham to go and offer Isaac as a burnt offering, he said 
to the young men with them, "Abide ye here ... and 
I and the lad will go yonder and worship" (Gen. 
22:5). They traveled to a designated place to wor
ship. Of course, one may worship anywhere and any
time, but it does not follow that everything we do is 
worship. 



There are five avenues of worship taught in the 
New Testament: 

(1) Preaching or teaching God's word is part of 
worship and is often referred to in the Bible (Titus 
1:3; 1 Cor. 1:21; 2 Tim. 4:1-6). 

(2) Another act of worship is that of the Lord's 
Supper, observed upon the first day of the week 
(Acts 20:7). When Jesus instituted the Supper, he 
said: ''This do in remembrance of me" (Luke 22: 19; 
1 Cor. 11 :20-29). There is no authority for partaking 
of the Lord's Supper on any other day. 

(3) Vocal music, that is, singing, is also an act of 
worship. "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one an
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing
ing with grace in your hearts to the Lord" (Col. 
3:16; Eph. 5:19; Jas. 5:13; Acts 16:25). Any other 
kind of music is excluded because it is not autho
rized. Mechanical instruments of music in worship 
to God are unauthorized and therefore sinful (2 John 
9; 1 John 3:4 ). 

(4) Giving is another act of worship (1 Cor. 16:2). 
The early Christians were generous givers (Acts 4:32-
37; 2 Cor. 8 and 9). 

(5) Prayer is an act of worship and is often men
tioned in the scriptures. When Peter was in prison, 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

• NOTUITION 
• TWO-YEAR PROGRAM 

• V. A. APPROVED 

Emphasis on: 
Sound Doctrine 

Evangelism 
Learning the Word 

David P. Brown, Director 
8900 Manchaca Road 

Austin, TX 78748 
(5 12) 282-2486 

Please put us in contact with prospective students. 

"prayer was made ... of the church ... for him" (Acts 
12:5). Constant prayer is a command of God (Col. 
4:2; 1 Thess. 1:2; Jas. 5:16; Heb. 4:16). 

May we worship God "in spirit and in truth," 
knowing that "the Father seeketh such to worship 
him." 1814 Santa Cruz 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

B. B. James at Rest 
B. B. James, age 75, died on June 8 in Nashville, 

Tennessee. He had preached the gospel for fifty
seven years and was widely known and much re
spected in the brotherhood. His funeral was con
ducted on June 11 in the auditorium of the 
Hohenwald Church of Christ in Hohenwald, Ten
nessee. Hundreds were present and participated in 
the congregational singing directed by Dub McClish, 
a son-in-law of brother James. 

The speakers were John Dale, minister of the 
Glendale Road Church of Christ in Murray, Ken
tucky, and King McCarver, minister of the 
Hohenwald Church of Christ. The burial was in Sand
ers Cemetery on Tumbling Creek in Humphries 
County, Tennessee, near the site of brother James' 
birth on April 6, 1917. 

B. B. James was serving as the minister of the 
Pineview Church of Christ in Hohenwald at the time 
of his death. He had been engaged in full-time lo
cated preaching since 1941, serving churches in Ten
nessee, Alabama, and Virginia. In 1965 he conducted 
the Henderson, Tennessee, funeral service for N.B. 
Hardeman. Brother James also spoke on many lec
tureships and conducted numerous gospel meetings. 

Brother James is survived by his four children: 
Dr. Tom James of Springfield, Tennessee; Lavone 
McClish of Denton, Texas; Sherril Sajdak of Glen
dale, California; B.B. "Monty" James, Jr., of Paris, 
Tennessee. He is also survived by eight grandchil
dren, four great-grandchildren, three brothers and four 
sisters. His wife, Mildred James, died on January 14, 
1992. King McCarver 

P. O.Box25 
Hohenwald, TN 38462 

Fp 

September 1992 2 9 
Firm Foundation 



DIRECTORY 
• • • • • • • • 

TRAVEUNG? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

JACKSONVILLB-WESCONNE'IT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 

TENNESSEE 

or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7=30 MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. ·Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 

Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 363-
1383. McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: Home or Florida School or Preaching. 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $150.00 for ROBERTSON COUNTY 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 5 lines; $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 lines. 
$375.00 for 8 lines. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 
SEND NO MONEY. 

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul w. Eubanks, evangelist. exits 98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of 
855-5651 or 855-1326. Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 

P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 3974,643-0589, or 654-2091. 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. TEXAS 

ALASKA SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton. 76201. (817) 387-

FAIRBANKS, serving Fr. WAINWRIGHT and the evangelist. 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, 3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

99701 (907)456-4921 SEBRING-904 Fainnount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
. . Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 

CALIFORNIA McGhee, evangelist. 137 Souder Drive, Hurst, 76053. (817) 282-3239, 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Bill Clayton. 
Eddie Whitten, preachers. ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 

from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
GEORGIA 

of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) CHRIST,4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (~) Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713)-351-
791.2499. Sun. 9:3o, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 ~~-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.~. (1.1 mdes 4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. H. A. 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. . msade 1-285) (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

1WENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off J. 75. S on Hwy 49 RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
(619)367-9400. Wewillcontactlovedonesorfriends. (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
Stephenson, preacher. (912) 956-3719, 956-2099. • P.M., Wet~ 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER
NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 

MINNESOTA VIRGINIA 

6P.M., Wed. 7P.M.Call883-5022orMarvinMorrow, DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
minister, 883-5232. 2344 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA 24073• Sun. 10, 

P.M.,Wed.7P.M. (218)722-1984,722-1871. 11A.M Wed.730PM1i Hod · 'ter(703) 
central 

Cauaca OF CHRIST 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 
CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Vampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11, A.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

., : • • om ge, ID1D1S • 

MISSOURI 382-7837. 

BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church St., 
s s 8 15 A M (M 3 thru Oct be 25) S Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M. 

t. un. : · · ay 0 r • un. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 703-
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 

382
•
7777

. 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

MONTANA 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. 

omo 

MAX MEADOWS-fT. CHISWEIL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 
~ mileS. I-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 
11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann M. Lee, 
evangelist. 703-637-4244: 703-223-1787. 

WYOMING 

RANCHESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST in the 
CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson RanchMart Center. Sun. 9, 10, 12:30. Tues. 7 PM. 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446- AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903; 672-3097; 655-2563 
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00 P.M., Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
use Highway 222 exir. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. 
Jeffcoat, evangelist. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA FOREIGN 

GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
11 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon. England. Call 
minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 



CLASSIFIED FOR SALE 
BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church 
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Finn Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Ads must 
be received by the first of the month to appear in the next month's issue. Ads must be 
cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Santa Fe Church of Christ seeks a mature gospel 
preacher who is well-grounded in the word. Full
time position with competitive salary, benefits, house, 
and utilities provided. Please write: Santa Fe Church 
of Christ. PO Box 4273, Santa Fe, NM 87502, to 
request information on the application process. 

Wanted: Gospel preacher for Truth or Consequences 
Church of Christ in Truth or Consequences, NM. 
Send resume to Thomas J. Mayo, P. 0. Box 778, 
Elephant Butte, NM 87935 or phone (602) 744-5578. 

Is it time to renew 

your subscription? 

Congregation of 125 looking for sound Gospel 
Preacher. Energetic in visitation and personal work. 
Salary negotiable. Send resume and/or tape, photo if 
available. Quitman & Center Church of Christ. P.O. 
Box 667, Gladewater, Texas 75647. May call (903) 
845-5800. 

Wanted: Position available immediately for exp'd 
well-organized preacher, with good communication 
s~lls, for challenging work. Require exp'd soul
winner. Must contend for the faith, hold to the pattern 
of sound doctrine. Send professional resume including 
salary, benefits, references, and audio tape of two 
sennons to D. J. Goins, The Church of Christ, Ill 
East Braddock Road, Alexandria VA 2230 I. 

Casa Grande, Arizona, Church of Christ seeks full
time gospel preacher who is well-grounded in the 
word. Salary in the mid-twenties with 3bdr, 2ba home 
plus utilities. Want long-term commitment with the 
right man. To request more information on application 
process, call 602-836-8153 after 5 pm Mountain 
Time Zone. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, HOD: 
343-0143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Vinita A venue Church of Christ. Sulphur, Oklahoma, 
is prayerfully seeking a preacher to work with 
congregation of 150 members. Majority of members 
are over 65 years, and several live in area nursing STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
homes. Person selected must be sound in biblical to Avondale--an active congregation. 4017 
knowledge and practice. If you are the man, write to Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 
Palmer H. Collins, 1428 W. Vinita Avenue, Sulphur, THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC 
OK 73086, or call405-622-5092. SYSTEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 

Preacher needed: The brethren in a small, beautiful 
Montana town need a preacher, or any retired person 
to help with the work of the church. Please call 
collect Roger White, (406) 822-4624 or Howard 
Miller (406) 822-4409. 

increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Please give us the books and Bibles you no longer 
need or use, and we will ship them to missionaries 
and schools of preaching overseas. Attalla Church 
of Christ. 503 Hughes Ave., Attalla, AL 35954. 205-
547-8053, 205-538-1837. 

Want young man with family to locate with and 
work under a very able minister-part-time or full
time. Resume to Church of Christ, 400 S Park, Dr., 
Broken Bow, OK 74728. Ph. 405-584-6582, Tom 
Silva. Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 

HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Pell City, AL 

Do you have a friend who 
would enjoy a gift subscription 

to the Firm Foundation? 

35125. 3rd Annual Meeting-Oct 8-12. 

MISSION WORK in southeast Georgia has lost most 
of its financial support. Help needed immediately. 
Contact Steven R. Bedard, 635 E. Brewton St., 
McRae, GA 31055 (912) 868-2734 

MEMPIDS SCHOOL 
OF PREACHING 

• Two-Year Program 

• Fifty-four Courses A • 2,760 Clock Hours 

• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 
• Strong Bible Emphasis 

• Established 1966 
Applications Now Being Accepted 

BIBLE TEACHERS: DIRECTOR: 
DAVE MILLER GARY FALLIS, JOHNNY RAMSEY, 

DON SIMPSON, DAVE MILLER 

(Write or call for full information). 

P.O. BOX 210667 
BEDFORD,TEXAS76095 

PHONE: (817) 282-6526 
(817) 282-3911 

• 
• Call or Write for Application 

CONDUCTED BY 
KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, TN 38118 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
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1\velfth Annual St. Louis Area-Wide Lectureship 
Planned in cooperation by various churches of Christ in the St. Louis area 

September 17-19, 1992 

Ready to Give an Answer, Part ll 
Thursday, September 17 
6:30 P.M . ... .................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M ... ...... ...... ..... .... How Do We Interpret the Bible? ............................................................................ Mac Deaver 
8:00 P.M ........................ The Identity of the New Testament Church .... ........ .. .................... ... .... ... ...... ...... ... . James Boyd 

Friday, September 18 
6:30 P.M ...... .................. Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M ........................ Why We Don't See the Bible Alike .................................. ..... ............ ..... ........... ..... James Boyd 
8:00 P.M ............ ............ Women's Role in the Church .......................................... .. ..................................... Alan Highers 

Saturday, September 19 
9:00 A.M ................. ...... Establishing Bible Authority ························ ····················· ········: .............. ....... ... .... Mac Deaver 
9:00 A.M ....................... Extraordinary Wife and Christian Educator (Ladies Only) ......... ................ .......... .. Brenda Rutherford 

........ .............................. ................. ..... ........................................................... ... .... .......... ....................... Charlotte Fanning 
9:50 A.M ....................... Are the Principles of the Restoration Movement Still Valid Today? Part I .............. William Woodson 
9:50 A.M .................. ..... Extraordinary Pioneer Missionary (Ladies Only) ........... .......... ...... ........................ Brenda Rutherford 

.. .......... ...... ..................................................................... ..... ............ .................................... .... ............ ... Sara Andrews 
10:30 A.M ............. ... ....... Break for Refreshments 
II :00 A.M ........ .......... ..... The Instrumental Music Controversy .............................. .. ... ................................... Alan Highers 
11:45 A.M ....................... Are the Principles of the Restoration Movement Still Valid Today? Part II ....... William Woodson 
12:30 P.M ................. ....... F inal Comments and Dismissal 

All lectures will be held at 
West End Church of Christ • 9350 Natural Bridge Road • St. Louis, MO 63134 

For information contact: Dan Goddard, % Collinsville Church of Christ 
1400 Troy Road • Collinsville, IL 62234 • (618) 667-6708 

HOUSEPARENTSNEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 
HOUSEPARENTS 

Contact 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 
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The Supren1e Sacrifice 
By Guy N. Woods 

"For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; 
yet peradventure for a good man some would even 
dare to die" (Rom. 5:7). 

We are often deeply moved and our faith in the 
nobility of human nature greatly renewed by stories 
of heroism and selflessness which appear now and 
thep in news stories of the day. Some years ago, in 
the state of Virginia, a brakeman was standing on 
the rear platform of the caboose of a freight train 
loaded with fifty cars of coal. A switch engine was 
backing the heavy train. As the long line of freight 
cars clanked around a curve, the brakeman saw a 
little sixteen-months-old child playing on the tracks. 
The horrified mother discovered the peril of her child 
at the same time the brakeman did. Heedlessly she 
ran forward to grab the child; but it was obvious that 
she could not reach it in time. Stopping the heavily 
loaded train was impossible. The brakeman leaped 
from the train, sprinted down the track faster than 
the train was moving, gr ... ooed the child with one 
hand, pushed the frantic mother aside with the other, 
and leaped to safety a<: •he train moved by. 

"Never saw svc.b 2 "•cetty baby," said the brake
man, as he handed the child to its mother. "Just 
couldn't stand to see it killed." 

A few years ago, a news story appeared on page 
1 of prominent morning papers, the opening sen
tence of which read, "Fate last night gave John Smith 

thirty seconds to choose between death with his wife 
and life without her. He chose death." 

"John Smith" (thjs was not his real name) and 
his wife were walking along railroad tracks. As she 
stepped on the glistening surface of the polished steel 
rail, she slipped and fell, and her foot wedged tightly 
between the rails and a switch. The roar of a speed
ing express train filled the air. 

"John Smith" desperately struggled to free her 
foot. People standing nearby and watching the tragic 
drama were helpless. When the train was fifty yards 
away, "John Smith" started to drop his wife, looked 
at her again. Raising her to her feet, he put his one 
arm around and turned her so that both faced the 
oncoming train. As he held her closely to him, he 
raised his free arm to heaven-and both of them met 
death. 

Such incidents are fairly common, and each 
stands as a worthy example of Paul's ''peradventure." 
In the annals of love and friendship they rise above 
the commonplace in life, deserve and receive their 
meed of commendation. But after all has been said 
and written in their honor, it still remains the sacri
fice involved was made in behalf of those regarded 
as worthy. 

The vastness and incomparable nature of God's 
love are exhibited in the fact that the sacrifice he 
made in giving his Son to die on behalf of those not 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Hoinosexuals 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Intolerance is a dirty word. We must be tol
erant of everything or we are not good. Our 
society is a community of super-tolerant people. 
The ugliest word in the English language is no. 
Good people are never against anything. They 
say "no" to "no." 

Is there anything to which we should be in
tolerant? How about incest? prostitution? child abuse? drunken
ness? robbery? murder? mugging old ladies? adultery? pornogra
phy? bestiality? exhibitionism? voyeurism? necrophilia? homo
sexuality? 

Homosexuality!-wait awhile-don't be too judgmental-be 
loving and kind- it is victimless-it is sweet-it is innocent- it 
is an alternative life style. 

Gary L. Bauer wrote, 
Tolerance used to mean living and letting live. But for a cer
tain type of activist today it means making lists of 'intolerant' 
attitudes, views and opinions-and stamping them out. That's 
the modem idea of 'diversity': everyone gets to be liberal. 

What do homosexuals do? You would be amazed. Most folks 
think of homosexuality as oral sex, which it is, but it is much 
more than that. The overwhelming majority of homosexuals
according to Brad Hayton as many as 90o/o-enjoy inflicting physi
cal pain and receiving physical pain. Anal intercourse is common 
among homosexuals and is one of the chief causes in spreading 
the HIV. Still, that isn't all. Homosexuals engage in practices so 
vile, foul, and rotten they cannot be printed in a paper like the 
Firm Foundation. Homosexual behavior is so unbelievable as to 
be unimaginable, not fit for publication, and a shame even to 
speak of it. Homosexuals are incredibly corrupt and extraordinar
ily immoral. 

Homosexuals represent about 1.4% of the total population but 
commit between a third and a half of aff chffd molestations. They 
are 12 times more likely to molest children than heterosexuals. 
Homosexuals killed 68% of the victims of mass murders in the 
United States during the past 17 years. Gay sex is disproportion
ately violent sex. A third of gays and an eighth of lesbians admit 
that hurting or being hurt is a part of sexual "fun." 

Homosexuals are amazingly promiscuous. One homosexual 



states in The Gay Report, 
I believe my estimate of 4,000 sex partners to be very accurate. 
I have been actively gay since I was 13 (thirty-one years ago). 
An average of two or three new partners per week is not exces
sive, especially when one considers that I will have ten to 
twelve partners during one night at the baths. 

Dr. Morin, gay activist and chainnan of the American Psy
chological Association's ethics committee, reported that the 824 
homosexuals he studied lowered their sex rate from 70 different 
partners per year in 1982 to 50 in 1984 (S.A. Stewart, USA Today, 
November 21 , 1984). His purpose is to excuse homosexuality 
because, on average, they reduced their annual different sexual 
partners from 70 to 50. 

Due to homosexual practices male homosexuals are 14 times 
more apt to have syphilis than heterosexuals, 3 times more apt to 
have gonorrhea, 3 times more apt to have genital warts, 8 times 
more apt to have scabies, 8 times more apt to have hepatitis, 3 
times more apt to have lice, and over 5,000 times more apt to 
have AIDS. 

According to a recent study of 5,246 obituaries in 16 homo
sexual newspapers, the average age of men dying from AIDS is 
39. The average age of homosexuals dying from all other causes 
is 41 (Paul Cameron, William I. Payfair, and Stephen Wellum, 
The Homosexual Lifestyle, Family Research Institute, Inc., Wash
ington, D.C., 1992). 

Homosexuals are detestably filthy, repulsive, loathsome, and 
odious. They are morally bankrupt. Their behavior is sickening. 
They are wholly lacking in ethics. They are clearly suffering from 
a mental disorder. 

Taking into account the documented evil of homosexuality 
and the shocking consequence of homosexual behavior, we do 
not wonder that Paul warned: 

Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God for the likeness of 
an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed 
beasts, and creeping things. Where fore God gave them up in 
the lusts of their hearts unto uncleanness, that their bodies 
should be dishonored among themselves: for that they ex
changed the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto vile passions: for 
their women changed the natural use into that which is against 
nature: and likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of 
the woman, burned in their lust one toward another, men with 
men working unseemliness, and receiving in themselves that 
recompense of their error which was due. And even as they 
refused to have God in their knowledge, God gave them up 
unto a reprobate mind, to do those th ings which are not fitting 
(Rom. I :22-28). 

The apostle says that homosexuals receive in themselves the 
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recompense of reward that was due. They receive a 
just payment for their wicked behavior. They suffer 
dis- proportionatly from sexually transmitted disease, 
but it is a proper payment for their obscene conduct. 
They die at a very early age, but it is the reward of 
their lewd actions. 

Michael Swift was invited to write the guest edi
torial for Gay Community News, February 15, 1987. 
He wrote: 

We shall sodomize your sons, emblems of 
your feeble masculinity, of your shallow dreams 
and vulgar lies. We shall seduce them in your 
schools, in your dormitories, in your gymnasi
ums, in your locker rooms, in your sports are
nas, in your seminaries, in your youth groups, 

in your movie theater bathrooms. . . Wherever 
men are together . .. Our only God is handsome 
young men. 

It is unbearably clear that homosexuals are com
mitted to the subverting of American morals. Your 
sons and your daughters are at risk. This evil will 
not go away of itself. Decent people must rise up in 
righteous indignation and demand stern laws to ban 
homosexual conduct. Those who love truth and righ
teousness and long life and inner quiet and the abun
dant life must oppose with all their muscle every 
attempt to promote the ungodly practice of homo-

sexuality· 11815 Doubletree 
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Warning! 
By Elton Holden 

Is it later than we think? There is currently a bill 
in the United States Senate, Number 574, and a House 
companion bill, H.R. 1430 that, if passed, would 
amend the Civil Rights Act of 1964. This bill would 
prohibit discrimination on the basis of affectional or 
sexual orientation. 

This means, among other things, that: 
*A man who "marries" another man, or any same 

sex affiliation parading as a marriage, will have the 
identical marital rights as you and your spouse, in
cluding the right to adopt children. (The proposed 
new law requires full recognition of same-sex "mar
riages.") 

*Children would be taught in schools that ho
mosexuality is a constitutional civil right and a valid 
life-style. 

*It would be unlawful to oppose homosexuality 
on radio, television, newspapers, and magazines, or 
any medium coming under federal license and regu
lation or using the post office for distribution. 

*Under some circumstances the church may be 
forced to hire homosexuals. 

*Federal housing laws would protect homosexu
als. 

4 

*Homosexuals would have the protection of fed-
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eral employment regulations and, under some cir
cumstances, employers may be forced to hire a cer
tain number of admitted homosexuals (those in the 
closet would not count). 

*The Attorney General of the United States would 
be forced to prosecute at tax payers' expense any 
person accused of violating the civil rights of homo
sexuals. 

We need to act now! We need to be sure that our 
state and national leaders understand the gravity of 
the situation and are postured to vigorously oppose 
this legislation on moral grounds. We need to write 
letters to editors of newspapers and magazines. We 
need to call our elected officials and demand they 
vote against the passage of this amendment to the 
Civil Rights Statute. We need to write to our con
gressmen and senators opposing this amendment. We 
need to organize opposition to this legislation. Chris
tians should vote against every candidate who is for 
passing laws to protect and promote homosexuality 
and for the candidates for public office who are 
against such laws. 

Remember Sodom and Gomorrah! 

2954 Greenwood Drive 
San Pablo, CA 94806-3242 



(Editor's comment: Upon receiving brother 
Holden 's timely article ,I called him to understand 
the source of his information. He learned of the pend
ing legislation through a bulletin distributed by the 
Porterville church in California. I then contacted 
Congressman Bill Archer and Senator Phil Gramm 
and requested copies of the proposed legislation. I 
have painstakingly studied the language of the two 
bills and the conclusions given in the Holden article 
are co"ect. In addition every child of God should 
be alarmed at the prospect of extending the protec
tion and benefits of the 1964 Civil Rights Act to 
homosexuals. This is a moral consideration of im
mense proportions and presents weighty and dread-
ful consequences for the church and the nation. Our 
editorials for the next several months will be de
voted to a study of the problem, beginning with this 
issue of the paper-Dobbs.) 

For Your Further Information 
Senate bill to amend the 1964 Civil Rights Stat

ute to include "affectional or sexual orientation" was 
introduced by Senator Cranston of California and 
co-sponsored by the following Senators: Mr. Kerry, 
Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Moynihan, Mr. Inouye, Mr. Pell, 
Mr. Chafee, Mr. Simon, and Mr. Akaka. 

The House Bill was introduced by Representa
tive Theodore S. (Ted) Weiss (D) ofNew York, and 
co-sponsored by Mr. Waxman (D), Mr. Shays (D), 
Mr. Atkins (D), Mr. Yates (D), Ms. Pelosi (D), Mr. 
Bennan (D), Mr. Moody (D), Mrs. Schroeder (D), 
Mr. McDermott (D), Mr. Lehman (D) of Florida, 
Mr. Matsui (D), Mr. Edwards (D) of California, Mr. 
Udall (D), Mr. Roybal (D), Mr. Green (D) of New 
York, Mr. Frank (D) of Massachusetts, Mr. Miller 
(D) of California, Mr. Marazek (D), Mr. Rangel (D), 
Mr. Dellums (D), Mr. Gejdenson (D), Mr. Studds 
(D), Mrs. Collins (D) of Illinois, Mr. Levine (D) of 
California, Mrs. Unsoeld (D), Mr. Schumer (D), Mr. 
Clay (D), Mr. Lews (D) of Georgia, Mrs. Morella 
(D), Mrs. Boxer (D), Mr. Kostmayer (D), Mr. Dixon 
(D), Mr. Washington (D), Mr. Stark (D), Mr. 
Kennedy (D), Mr. Hayes (D) of Illinois, Mr. 
Beilenson (D), Mr. Wheat (D), Mr. Evans (D). Mr 
DeFazio (D), Mr. Foglietta (D), Mr. AuCoin (D), 
Mr. Towns (D), Mr. Owens (D) of New York, Mr. 
Conyers (D), Mr. Cardin (D), Mr. Fazio (D), Mr. 
Mfume (D), Mr. Ackerman (D), Mr. Ford (D) of 

Tennessee, Mr. Scheuer (D), Ms. Norton (D), Mr. 
Dymally (D), Mr. Engel (D), Mr. Hoyer (D), Mrs. 
Lowey (D) ofNew York, Mr. Serrano (D), Mr. Brown 
(D), Mrs. Mink (D), Mrs. Kennelly (D), Mr. 
Abercrombie (D), Mr. Martinez (D), Ms. Waters (D), 
Mr. Miller (D) of Washington, Mr. Sabo (D), Mr. 
Andrews (D) of Maine, Mr. Campbell (D) of Cali
fornia, Mr. Coyne (D), Mr. Torricelli (D), Ms. 
DeLaura (D), Mr. Stokes (D), Mrs. Collins (D) of 
Michigan, Ms. Slaughter (D) of New York, Mr. 
Sikorski (D), Mr. Solarz (D), Mr. Markey (D), Mr. 
Payne (D) of New Jersey, Mr. Feighan (D), Mr. 
Panetta (D), Mr. Andrews (D) of New Jersey, Mr. 
Kpetski (D), Mr. Vento (D), Mr. Gray (D), Mr. Sand
ers (D), Mr. Torres (D), Mr. Dwyer (D) of New 
Jersey, Mr. Lantos (D), Mr. Wyden (D), Mr. 
Hochbrueckner (D), Mr. Traficant (D), Mr. Morgan 
(D), Mr. Oliver (D), Mr. Mineta (D), Mr. Cox (D) 
of Illinois, Mr. Jones (D) of Georgia, Mr. Bonior 
(D), Mr. Gonzales (D), Mr. Johnson (D) of Florida, 
Mr. Richardson (D), Mr. Bustamante (D), and Mr. 
Pastor (D). 
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The Supreme Sacrifice 
(continued from page 1) 

good, not righteous, but sinners: "But God 
commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). 
Love of this kind is really beyond comprehension. 
It is not difficult to see why God loves Christ, whose 
pleasure is ever to do his will, or sinless angels who 
live to do his bidding. Nor is it difficult to compre
hend why he might have loved man, his creature, 
made in his image and after his likeness; but when 
we recall that man raised the banner of rebellion 
against him, trampled contemptuously under foot 
his precepts, and defied his authority, that God still 
loved him and gave his Son to die for him, sur
passes human understanding. 

Man does for those who are worthy; God does 
for those who merit condemnation and death. 

The love of God for man is seen in the cross in 
characters more vivid than in all the superscriptions 
man might have placed thereon. It has been said 
that "every thorn was a pencil to represent, and ev
ery groan a trumpet to proclaim, how great a love 
he was showing for mankind." 

Nor may we rank the death of Christ with that 
of the martyrs who gloriously died for the faith. To 
the Philippians Paul wrote, "Yea, and if I be offered 
upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, 
and rejoice with you all" (Phil. 2: 17). But was Paul 
crucified for us, and did he suffer the pangs of death, 
in forgiveness of the sins of men? No. The death of 
Christ is peculiarly preeminent in that it alone could 
effect man's redemption. "For when we were yet 
without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. And not only so, but we also joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
now received reconciliation" (Rom. 5:6-11). 

His death is, therefore, unique; it can never be 
imitated, duplicated, or repeated. In it he confirmed 
the truth of his doctrine and sealed his testimony 
with his blood. More than this, he redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for us (Gal. 
3: 13). His death was vicarious and substitutionary. 
"Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
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sorrows" (Isa. 53:4). He was set forth as a propitia
tion in which "through faith in his blood" his righ
teousness is declared for the remission of sins that 
are past (Rom. 3 :25). 

Love was the great motive which prompted God 
to make this incomparable sacrifice. Inasmuch as God 
has given us such a wondrous exhibition of his love 
for us, will he be pleased if we do not give him some 
evidence of ours? 

As a matter of faith our love for God is as essen
tial to our salvation as is God's love for us, and as 
certainly as we would have been eternally lost but 
for his love for us, so will we be without love for 
him. 

For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments (1 John 5:3). Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I command you (John 
15:14). He that saith, I know him, and keepeth 
not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him" (1 John 2:4). 

364 Lynn Drive 
Nashville, TN 37211 
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Psycho-Quackery: 
A Trojan Horse Part II 

By Lindell Mitchell 

I arrived at Freed-Hardeman University in the 
Fall of 1976 with unbounded enthusiasm. The intro
ductory psychology courses at Holmes Junior Col
lege had intrigued me. The thought of treating sick 
minds with the precision of surgical interventions 
was exciting. (I did not know the mythic nature of 
such grandiose claims at the time.) I entered my 
studies with the exuberance of youth. 

My uncle, W.E. Wilson, a noted educator and 
counselor, dismissed the contradictory theories of 
personality development as irrelevant. He regarded 
the therapeutic techniques as manipulative and dan
gerous. He said of what I was studying, "I have tried 
to forget as much of it as possible." He was saying, 
"Slow down and critically review what you are ac
cepting as true." 

Experience and reflection have shown the wis
dom of my uncle's words. An honest evaluation of 
the philosophical foundation of modern psycho-thera
peutic arbitration is alarming to those who revere 
God's word. The most influential theoreticians of 
psycho-therapy are hostile to Christianity. 

Sadly, what is called "Christian psychology" is 
often derived from the same contradictory theories 
and techniques as the anti-Christian secular psycholo
gies. Naive Christians who uncritically embrace mod
em psychology are playing with fire. The attempt to 
dispense what is called a beneficial blend of psy
chology and Christianity is incredibly dangerous. 

Many seem unaware that the theories and tech
niques devised by Freud, Jung, Rogers, Janov, Ellis, 
Adler, Berne, Fromm, Maslow, Skinner, and others 
do not flow from people who believe in Jesus. Nor 
did they develop a psychological system built upon 
God's word (Martin and Deidre Bobgan, Psycho
Heresy: The Psychological Seduction of Christian
ity, p. 5). In fact, many of them are openly hostile to 
religion. Freud considered religious people crazy. 

The innovators of psychological theories tried to 
understand man apart from the Bible and created 
unbiblical systems to explain the nature of man and 
equally unbiblical ways to change him. People like 
Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung undermined confi
dence in Christianity and established therapeutic sys
tems directly opposed to God's word. Atheism, oc
cultism, and acute antagonism towards Christianity 
were masked with high-toned scientific sounding psy
chological jargon. 

Freud attempted to reduce religious beliefs to 
illusions and called religion "the obsessional neuro
sis of humanity" (Sigmund Freud, The Future of an 
Illusion, p. 43). Thomas Szasz, Professor of Psychia
try, contends, "One of Freud's most powerful mo
tives in life was to inflict vengeance on Christianity 
for its traditional anti-Semitism" (Thomas Szasz, The 
Myth of Psychotherapy, p. 146). Freud observed nei
ther humanity nor religion objectively. All humanly 
devised philosophies reveal more about the philoso
pher than the mysteries of life. Therapeutic interven
tions seek to force compliance with the philosopher's 
perceptions of reality. Under no circumstances is 
Freudian psychology useful to a Christian. How could 
an aberrant system be employed without undermin
ing faith? 

While Freud was a disgruntled Jew, Carl Jung 
was the disgruntled son of a Protestant minister 
(Bobgan, p. 12). He found the Christian Communion 
to be dull and lifeless, so he renounced Christianity. 
lung did not follow his mentor, Dr. Freud, in deny
ing all religions. Instead he concluded they were 
myths but contained some truth about the human 
psyche. Since he viewed all religions as containing 
some truth, Jung denied the authority of the Bible 
and Jesus' claim to be the only way of salvation. 

In repudiating Christianity, Jung became involved 
in idolatry. He replaced and renamed all things Chris-
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tian with his own mythology of archetype.s (humble 
fellow). As his thinking progressed, the archetypes 
took fonn and served him as familiar spirits (Bobgan, 
p. 14). Jung even claimed to have a personal spirit 
guide named Philemon. Jung thought he could talk 
to the dead, and the dead could talk back (Carl Jung, 
Memories, Dreams, Reflections, p. 18, 70-199). 

Instead of objective observation and scientific 
discovery, both Freud and Jung turned their personal 
experience into a new belief system called psycho
analysis. Freud tried to destroy man's spirituality by 
reducing religion to what he called illusion and neu
rosis. Jung sought to defame man's spirituality by 
declaring all religion to be fable and fantasy. 

Carl Rogers is another influential pioneer of 
psycho-therapy. While a student at Union Theologi
cal Seminary, he and some classmates allegedly 
''thought themselves right out of religious work" (Carl 
Rogers, On Becoming a Person, p. 8). Rogers re
nounced Christianity to become one of the most re
spected leaders of humanistic psychology. Psychol
ogy attracted him because of his interest in "ques
tions as to the meaning of life," but he refused to 
accept the restrictions imposed by Christian doctrine 
(Rogers, p. 8). Rogers not only embraced the reli
gion of secular humanism; he later embraced the 
occult by engaging in necromancy (William Kirk 
Kilpatrick, The Emperor's New Clothes, p. 177). 

How can men who have repudiated Christianity 
have anything helpful to say to God's people about 
how to live? 

Christianity and psycho-therapy rest on different 
foundations, move in contrasting directions, and op
erate through opposing belief systems; they have 
never been, and can never be natural companions in 
helping people cope (Bobgan, p. 1 5). The once-de
livered faith has been displaced by a pale substitute 
faith. This new faith is disguised as medicine or 
science but is based on nothing more than the hot air 
of proud men afflicted with delusions of grandeur. 
Psycho-therapy, as commonly practiced, is a surro
gate religion. Szasz argues: 

Contrition, confession, prayer, faith, inner 
resolution, and countless other elements are 
expropriated and renamed as psychotherapy; 
whereas certain observan~ rituals, taboos, and 
other elements of religion are demeaned and 
destroyed as symptoms of neurotic or psychotic 
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'illness' (Szasz, p. 188). 
Ideas have consequences. One's philosophical 

base makes a difference. Trying to impose psycho
therapeutic theory and technique in God's church is 
like trying to energize a horse with gasoline! A pow
erful reaction is assured, but it may not be the one 
intended It is similar to Mr. Yeltisn's hapless at
tempts to develop a free-market economy using the 
theories and institutions of Marxism. The two sys
tems are incompatible. Marxists' institutions were 
designed to force compliance with Marxists' views 
of economic reality. A free-market economy will not 
result from such institutions. The research cited in 
the next installment will show that psychological 
explanations about life and psychological solutions 
to life's problems are questionable at best and de
structive at worst. It will also show them to consti
tute a spiritual farce. 

The contradictions, failures, and false promises 
of psychology are becoming increasingly evident to 
the public. However, many continue to think in psy
chological tenns and seek psychological solutions to 
help cope with life. I hope to help cut the psycho
logical cord so that God's people might once again 
seek him and follow his way. My fervent prayer is 
that we may persuade our brothers involved in the 
helping professions to abandon the broken cisterns 
of human ideology. Surely we can devise helping 
mechanisms consistent with God's word This is su
perior to modifying the Bible to fit the bankrupt 
systems of men. Their theories and techniques are 
ungodly, unscientific systems advocated by the 
avowed enemies of the cross. Let us come out from 
among them and be separate. 

Carpe Diem, Box 411 
Livingston TX77351 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$18.00 

Postage Appreciated 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone (805) 721-8925 

1210 9th Ave. • Delano, CA 93215 



Bobby Duncan 

Joe Gilmore 

Charles Jones 

Mack lyon 

'"lO -n .,_ 
ao 
..,~ 
0., 
c 
:s 
c. .. _ 
:::.'4) 
0'4) :s..., 

Maxie Boren 

George DeHoff 

Tommy Hicks 

Edwin Jones 

Dave Miller 

lvie Powell 

Winford Claiborne Winfred Clark Perry Cotham Mac Deaver Roy Deaver Don Deffenbaugh 

The Seventeenth Annual 

SPIRITUAL SWORD LECTURESHIP 
Marriage, Divorce, And Remarriage 

October 18-22, 1992 
GETWELL CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1511 GetweU Rd. , Memphis, Tennessee 38111 

Sunday, October 18 
9:30 Attitudes We Should PosscssTowardGod, 

HU Word, and One Another 

IQ-.20 WlwtheSaipeurcsT<Kh RcprdinaMMria&c, 
Oi\'ORX, and Rcmarrial< 

6:00 The: Bibtical Definition or"Mania&c" 
7:00 Fdlo...nipandthe Oi\'ORXand Rcmarria&< Lssuc 

Monday, October 19 
9:00 Key ScrlpCura: Ocncsls 2: IS. 2$ 

10:00 KcySaipeurcs: DNiaonomylA:I·4 
11:00 Thc:llibticaiDd'lnitionor"I>Mirtz'' 

1:00 l.s DcalhtheOnlyCausdorRcmarria&<? 
2:00 May One Oi\'ORX and Ranany Wllhoula Cause? 
3:00 Open Fonzm 
7:00 Prqlorina ror Martiqo 
8:00 l.mina God and One Another in the Home 

Tuesday, October 20 
9:00 

10:00 
11:00 
1:00 
2:00 

3:00 
7:00 
8:00 

The: Bibtical Dd'ulition or" Fomica1ion" and "Adult<TY" 
KcySaipeura: Matthew 19'.J.9 
The Bibtical D<fulitionor"Rcpmtanc<" 
May the Guilty Party Ranany? 
1.s a Ovi5lian Who Has 8ccn Fonal<cn by an Unbc!icYina 
5pou5c Fra: to Ranany? 
Open Forum 
Our Modem Society and lu lnflucna:on the Horne 
The: OINt ian HU>bond and the Ovi5lian w.rc 
in the Si&ht or God 

JIM LAWS 

ALANHIGHERS 

FLA VIL NICHOLS 
MAXIE BOREN 

CHAJU.ES JONES 
IVIEPOWELL 

EDWIN JONES 
PAULSAIN 

TOMMY HICKS 
ROBERTTAYLOR 
WINFREDCUJU< 

MACK LYON 

MAC DEAVER 
EARL EDWARDS 

DAVE MILLER 
DAVID PHARR 

BUSTER DOBBS 

ROBERTTAYLOR 
WINFORD Q.AIBORNE 

WENDELL WINKLER 

Congregational Singing 2:00p.m. Sunday 
and 6:30p.m. Monday - Thursday 

Spiritual Sword Dinner 5:30p.m. Tuesday 

Johnny Ramsey David Sain Paul Sain 

Wednesday, October 21 
9:00 Key Saipeurcs: I Corinthians 7: 1·40 

10:00 KeySaipeurcs: Romans7:1·4 
11:00 KeySaipeurcs: Matthew S:31·)2 

1:00 l.s the Non-Oui>tian Amatablc to Ouist ., Law or 
Martiqo, Divoroc, and Rcnwriaat7 

2:00 Docs llaptjsm intoOuist ror the Remission or Sins 

Wash Away an Aduhero\13 MMrla&c7 
3:00 Open Form 
7:00 Sorncohhe Thinp I Have Seen in 6S Yean or 

Preac!tina on the Home 
8:00 How to Build BdtcrOvi>lian Homes 

Thursday, October 22 
9:00 KeySaipeurcs: I Corinthians7:1-ol0 

10:00 Willi Our YOU!ll PCOJll< Nc<d to KMw About Martiqo 
II :00 The: Destructive Naunor Oi\'ORX and How ro Pr<vcnt 11 
I :00 l.s<:ovmani·Brakins Aduhcry1 
2:00 May the Guilty Party Rcpcnl and Rcmany His/Her 

OriBinal Spousc? 
3:00 Open Fonzm 
7:00 Thc:Oturtll and iu lusponsibiliryrothe Horne and the 

Horne and lu IUsponsibility IO !he Oturtll 
8:00 ln8mlicnu o( a Happy Home 

GARY WORKMAN 
BOBBY DUNCAN 

ANDYKJZER 
ROY DEAVER 

. DON DEFFENBAUGH 

ROBERT TAYLOR 
GEORGE DEHOFF 

JOE GILMORE 

GARY WORKMAN 
JOHN SHANNON 

DAVIDSAIN 
GLENNJOBE 
KERRY DUKE 

ROBERTTAYLOR 
PERRY COTHAM 

JOHNNY RAMSEY 

The 1992 Lectureship Volume 
Marriage, Divorce, And Remarriage 

Will Be Of Great Value 
To Every Serious Student 

of The Bible 

Be Sure To Get Your Copy 

John Shannon Robert Taylor Wendell Winkler 

Kerry Duke 

Buster Dobbs Earl Edwards 

Alan Hlghers GlennJobe 

AndyKlzer Jim laws 

Flavll Nichols David Pharr 

J 
Gary Workman 



What CaDle Out of Jubilee 92? 
By J. E. Choate 

Things both "new" and "old" came out of Jubi
lee 92. There were excellent lectures grounded in 
the "old Jerusalem" gospel. Good and inspiring les
sons were taught to the children. One of the lectures 
will have a deep and lasting impact beyond the time 
and place. LaGard Smith's analysis of the "old her
meneutic" was comprehensive, penetrating, and ac
curate. His knowledge of the "New Age" movement 
is both impressive and thoroughly informed. 

What shall I say about the music of Jubilee 92? 
The music was loud, stirring, and biblical in its own 
kind of way. I like such songs every now and then. I 
also like hot dogs but would not like them at every 
meal. I have always enjoyed the "Ezekiel" song about 
the "knee bone" connected to the "thigh bone" and 
so on. I do not believe that contemporary gospel 
"rock" will replace the "Rock of Ages." I had sooner 
think so than to contemplate a time when Elvis will 
supplant the music of Beethoven. 

There are things "good" and "bad" which came 
out of Jubilee 92. What are some of the "bad" things 
which came out of Jubilee 92? What stands out above 
the "good" was the ''bad" which pictured the conser
vative churches of Christ as being in harm's way. 
The headlines in the Tennessean mirror the churches 
of Christ as warring and divided. 

We thought toward the end of Jubilee 92 that the 
churches of Christ had escaped the bad media pub
licity of Jubilee 91. Our hopes were dashed at the 
very end. Headlines glared at us from the newsprint 
"Churches Divide over Worship," and "Road May 
Fork for Churches of Christ." As could be guessed, 
the headlines were fueled by a lecture of Dr. Rubel 
Shelly. 

A staff writer for the Tenn essean, Carrie 
Ferguson, wrote: "Perhaps the conservative Churches 
of Christ should look to Hollywood for tips on gain
ing and retaining members, prominent minister (Dr. 
Shelly) said here yesterday." It will be recalled that 
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Dr. Shelly said a year ago during Jubilee 91 that the 
traditional and conservative churches of Christ were 
"withering on the vine" and faced extinction. He 
also said that these same churches listen to inept 
preachers delivering threadbare messages on insig
nificant themes. 

Dr. Shelly, one year later, has not told us of the 
"changes" that the conservative churches must make 
to survive and what forms of worship to consign to 
the "trash bins" of the church history and what the 
"new" message must be to appeal to the "baby 
boomers." 

After a year of marathon talk, the publication of 
his new book, The Second Incarnation, and three 
issues of the new magazine, Wineskins, Dr. Shelly 
continues to tell us nothing. We are now beginning 
to wonder when, if ever, that "Godot" will show up! 
We are inclined to think never. 

Two Media Captions 
Two letters critical of Jubilee 92 were published 

in the Tennessean. One caption read, "Heretics Hurt
ing Churches of Christ." The writer declared that 
"Shelly cowardly refuses to discuss these issues in 
any public forum in which his damnable heresies 
would be challenged in the light of the Bible." (Pub
lic forums and debating arenas have been the favor
ite settings of Dr. Shelly to exhibit his rhetorical 
skills.) 

Another letter was captioned, "Minister Not Tell
ing Truth." The letter writer wrote-"Rubel Shelly 
identifies one of his problems at Jubilee; he has been 
looking too much at Hollywood for tips rather than 
into his Bible." And he comments further: "Rubel 
continues to harp on his one threadbare theme
bad- mouthing churches of Christ." (Could it possi
bly be that much about contemporary culture and its 
moral values could be picked up by comparing 
Hollywood's "Madonna" with Matthew's account of 
the "Virgin Mary"? I am inclined to think that Dr. 



Shelly is so mesmerized by his charismatic rhetoric 
that he is unable to discern the rationale.) 

WiD Churches Divide? 
This is a question lifted from another time. The 

Restoration churches have experienced two major 
divisions (1910, 1968) in this century, and another 
seems to be an imminent possibility for the churches 
of Christ. 

Dr. Herman Norton, author of Tennessee Chris
tians, tells the story about the frrst division usually 
identified with the U.S. Religious Census of 1906. A 
preacher by the name of A.I. Myhr came to Tennes
see to work for the "organized" missionary societies 
to win over Tennessee churches of Christ into the 
ranks of the "organ" and "society" Christian Church. 
Myhrworked for twenty years (1890-1910) with this 
one objective in mind. He was supported by the 
editors of the Christian Standard and the Christian
Evangelist. At the time of his resignation as Secre
tary of the Tennessee Missionary Society in 1910, 
he had not won over a single church of Christ in 
Nashville and met with poor success in both Middle 
and West Tennessee. The United States Religious 
Census officially recognized that two Restoration 
churches did in fact exist in the 1910 publication. 

Dr. Norton wrote in the Tennessee Christians 
that during the twenty-year effort in Tennessee, Myhr 
had succeeded in "engendering a bitter partisan spirit 
in almost every congregation in the state." And he 
added, ''where there had been one communion, ad
mittedly in discord, when he arrived in the state, 
there were now two separate and distinct bodies with 
no meaningful communication between them" (Ten
nessee Christians, p. 123). 

When Dr. Shelly came to Nashville some twelve 
or so years ago, the churches of Christ were at peace. 
The churches cooperated in many good works. Good
will prevailed on every hand. This is, sadly, no longer 
true! 

A Church Divided 
David Lipscomb was faced with the painful 

awareness that the churches of Christ/Christian 
Churches were already divided by 1897. However, 
Lipscomb would have to wait another ten years be
fore it became official. 

Division did come and was first marked by the 
Newbern, Tennessee, church trial (1902-1905). A 

majority, against the will of the minority, forced an 
organ into the Newbern building resulting in a trial 
which took years to resolve. I would say that churches 
of Christ are now about at the place where the 
churches were in 1897. Division need not come and 
should not come. God hates division and those who 
sow discord among the brethren. 

Postscript 
"Watchman on the wall, how goes it with the 

churches of Christ in the gathering darkness?" Un
less brethren take a long look into the depth of their 
souls, there may be troubled times ahead for churches 
of Christ. 

The sad fact is that church members are at a loss 
to know what is going on. If the churches of Christ 
are to divide, what are the troubling issues? No one 
seems to know. We have good understanding of 
what our brethren are talking about when they ad
dress the "old hermeneutic" versus the "new herme
neutic." We understand full well the theological 
implications of the semantics of such words as ''para
digms" and "learned article" with the likes of 
Rudolph Bultmann for support. We are alarmed when 
the likes of David Lipscomb are never cited, or even 
given honorable mention in their writing. As ''watch
men" on the wall, we must wait and watch and 
never be taken by surprise. And if the occasion ever 
demands it-then, stand up and be counted! 
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Who Will Go For Us? 
By Albert Gardner 

Isaiah answered, "Here am I; send me." It is the 
plan of God for one person to teach another person 
about God and his will. That is the significance of 
the question in Isaiah 6:8, "Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?" 

Surely the God who spoke the world into exist
ence could, if he wanted to, give his message to the 
people in some direct way. He talked directly to 
Adam and Moses. 

It is the divine plan for the world-wide commis
sion to be done by people. "For we have this trea
sure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us" (2 Cor. 4:7). 

When the Lord appeared to Saul and was asked 
by him what to do, he was told to go into the city 
and someone there would tell him what to do. Jesus 
knew the answer, but he didn't tell him. The reason, 
of course, is that the gospel treasure is in earthen 
vessels. Ananias was sent to tell Saul what to do. 

Cornelius was told by an angel to send for Peter 
who would tell him what to do to be saved. Why 
didn't the angel tell him what to do? Angels have 
not been charged with preaching the gospel-people 
have. 

Before our Lord went back to heaven, he gave 
the charge to the apostles to preach the gospel to 
every creature. The treasure was in the hands of men 
and he would not take it away by sending angels to 
do the work or by the direct dealing of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The reason God placed gospel preaching in the 
hands of men is so all could understand this unparal
leled power was from God and not from men. " It 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe (1 Cor. 1:21). Though some look 
down on gospel preaching, it still pleases God, for 
he has chosen to save sinners by the power of the 
gospel. The greatest work in the world is having a 

12 October 1992 
Firm Foundation 

part in preaching the gospel which will save sinners. 
All who preach admit the power is not theirs but 

is from God. "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek" (Romans 1: 16). 

"Who will go for us?" This question comes 
ringing through the ages and demands an answer 
from each of us. Will you go? What will you tell 
Jesus? Will you send? 

One may ask, "Where must I go?" The answer 
is: "The field is the world," so anywhere people are 
is the place to go. It is not essential that one do 
foreign work to fit into God's plan. 

When you hand a tract to someone, invite people 
to Bible study and worship, and show someone the 
filmstrips, you are doing what the Lord wants you to 
do. Each local church needs a strong pulpit and 
classes and a diligent, persistent outreach program. 
Every person in the community has a right to hear 
the gospel in a clear unmistakable way. That is a 
most important human right. 

Local evangelism is dependent on the local 
church. If we don't go, no one will. What about 
foreign evangelism "Who will go for us?" Not ev
eryone can or should go, but in view of the fact that 
Jesus said, "Teach all nations," don't you think some
one should go? Ifyou can' t go, will you send? 

Does the church where you worship support for
eign preaching of the gospel? This will not take away 
from the local work but will enhance it. When we 
begin with the world-wide view for gospel preach
ing, it will include your city. Preachers who have 
good acceptable reasons for not going to another 
country themselves should be very strong in sup
porting and sending others. There must be senders 
as well as those sent. 

Some who can' t go permanently could go for a 



month on a campaign. I went to Africa on a cam
paign in 1970. Afterwards, my family lived in Ghana 
four years. Since that time, I have made eleven trips 
to India. 

I assure you great things will happen. 
The local church won't die while you are gone 

but will grow because they will be having a direct 
part in what we have been preaching all these years. 
You will grow out of the experience. And souls will 
be saved because you went. 

Not every place is as unconcerned and disinter
ested about spiritual matters as they likely are in 
your town. Tracts collect dust in our racks, but there 
are places where you can give away as many tracts 
as you can carry, and they will be read. There are 
places where people will sit on the ground and listen 
as long as you want to preach. How would you like 
a "vacation" like that for a month? 

I have preached in many places where the gospel 
had never been preached and no one was planning 
to come. Had I not gone, the people would not have 
heard. Because I went, many have obeyed the gos-

pel and will be in heaven because brethren were 
willing to send. 

Is it easy? No; it is hard. Make no mistake about 
it. The bugs are bad; sometimes the beds are dirty; 
the smells are awful; the mosquitoes practice up on 
what they do best till I get there; the food is strange; 
and I can't drink the water. 

Friends, I am an American and like comfort as 
much as you do, so it is not always pleasant. I don't 
like the tears at the airport. There is always the dan
ger of travel. The question still rings, "Who will go 
for us?" 

Nothing we give up for just a few days can com
pare with the sacrifice of Christ. He gave up the 
glories of heaven; for thirty-three and a half years he 
came and lived among sinners. He lived above sin, 
though he was tempted in all points like we are. He 
was rejected, condemned, betrayed, forsaken, and 
nailed to the cross for all of us. When I think of his 
sacrifice, I don't mind a few mosquito bites. 

285 Hi/I-N-Dale 
Shelbyville, KY 40065 
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Change, Transition, Abandon 
By Adron Doran 

On one hand we hear voices calling for change 
and those who are becoming involved in the move
ment for transition. On the other hand there are those 
who fear that the proposed changes will result in 
abandoning the "old paths." 

We can understand full well why some people 
are disenchanted with political, economic, and edu
cational leaders and systems and are advocating 
changes in the way local, state, and national govern
ments are being administered. Certainly our tax struc
ture needs overhauling, and our education programs 
need reforming. These are all parts of our social 
system and subject to the will of the democratic 
electorate. 

However, the gospel of God and the church of 
our Lord Jesus Christ are sacred institutions and are 

not subject to the whims and wishes of our modern 
society. Just because ci.rastic changes are being 
wrought in the social order is no valid argument for 
changing the church that Christ purchased with his 
own precious blood or that the gospel which came 
as the will of God should succumb to, change, or be 
abandoned. 

We hear and read much from those who contend 
for change in the status quo of the economy of grace. 
But some of us have difficulty in understanding what 
it is that they really want to change. What changes 
must be made in the church to bring it from the first 
century, when it was established, into the twenty
first century where the "baby boomers" will hold 
forth? Do the advocates propose to perfect change 
and accomplish transition from the traditions which 
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we have followed through the years? Are there tradi
tions which limit our effectiveness to evangelize or 
the way we conduct worship when the saints have 
gathered together? 

Many of our traditions have proved profitable, 
while there are others which could be eliminated 
with no ill effects. However, we do not believe that 
the churches of Christ are victims of traditions to the 
extent that the purposes of the Lord are being sty
mied. If we stripped the church of all of its "innocu
ous traditions," it should not change the mission, the 
organization, the purpose, the doctrine, and the di
rection which God gave to the church when he made 
Christ head of the ''body, the fullness of him that 
filleth all in all" (Eph. 1 :23)! 

I would raise a number of basic questions about 
changing the administration of the church, the pat
tern of worship, the conditions of salvation, as stipu
lated in the gospel, and the relationship between the 
church and religious denominations in a clamor for 
unity. 

Do the proponents of change really think that 
God has changed or needs to change (Mal. 3:6)? Do 
they think that Christ has changed or needs to change 
(Heb. 13:8)? Do they think that the church was lack
ing when the Lord presented it unto himself (Eph. 
5:27)? Do they think that truth is timeworn and out
dated (1 Pet. 1:25)? I admonish those who are dead 
set on leading a movement for change, within the 
brotherhood,. to read and accept the proposal by the 
apostle Paul to the Thessalonians (2 Thess. 2: 15): 

So then, brethren, stand fast, and hold the tradi
tions which ye were taught, whether by word, 
or by epistle of ours. 

When I was baptized and began to preach (1928), 
we never heard preacher, elder, or editor propose to 
change the church, prepare it for transition, or accept 
a new way to interpret the scripture. N. B. Harde
man, A. B. Barrett, G. C. Brewer, I. A. Douthitt, H. 
L. Calhoun, Alonzo Williams, and Coleman Overby, 
for whom I led singing in gospel meetings, were 
never afraid nor ashamed to preach the commands 
of God, nor to point out the approved apostolic ex
amples and the great truths of the Bible based on 
necessary inferences. 

A similar course of change being proposed by 
modern "scholars" was introduced by the Christian 
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Church and resulted in the formation of the Dis
ciples of Christ denomination and the abandonment 
of the restoration plea. 

Brethren, we must profit by the mistakes of those 
who abandoned the pleas of the early restorers under 
the guise of a new theology and commit ourselves to 
"hold fast the form of sound words which thou hast 
heard in faith and in love which is in Christ Jesus" 
(2 Tim. 1:13). 

As early as 1829 Thomas Campbell proposed 
that 

nothing should be admitted into our churches 
(congregations) either as to doctrine, or prac
tice, or manner of teaching, or tenns of com
munion, or ministerial qualifications, or gov
ernment, but what we find taught, enjoined, and 
practiced in the primitive churches. Now this is 
the very thing we plead for, neither more nor 
less! 

Let us be careful that change and transition do 
not result in abandon. 

111 Woodland Avenue 
Lexington, KY 40502 

SCRIPTURE 
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A Bible study program for IBM compatible computers. Designed 
for ease of use, SCRIPTURE nevertheless provides high-pow
ered functions for meaningful word searches. 
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A 
One-Minute 
Treatise on 
Longevity 

By Jim Dearman 

Within the next minute you will dis
cover the secret to a long and peaceful 
life. Interested? "My son, forget not my 
law; but let thine heart keep my command
ments: For length of days, and long life, 
and peace, shall they add to thee." 

These are not the words of some pop 
psychology book or self-help guide. They 
are the words of God spoken through the 
wise man Solomon. Generally it is true 
that one who follows the teaching of the 
Bible will lengthen his days on this earth, 
and the peace which results cannot be 
understood by those with carnal minds. 
The impure-those who live for the flesh 
and the world-do not understand spiri
tual things. They cannot because their 
minds are carnal. To have a spiritual mind 
is to reason correctly and obey God abso
lutely. One thing is certain-eternal life 
in heaven awaits those who follow God's 
word, regardless of the length of their stay 
on earth. 

Truth for the World 
One-Minute Radio Sermons 

P. 0. Box 751135 
Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

A New Book-Just Off the Press 

IMMORTALITY-

ALL OF US WILL BE 
SOMEWHERE FOREVER 

Thomas B. Warren 
Have you ever wondered about these two questions: Will my physical 

death be the absolute end of me? Or, is it the case that I will live on (after 
my physical death) as a unique center of human consciousness?" 

Obviously, if it can be proved that there will be persistence of human 
personality after physical death (or after the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God) for every human being, then you will live on after your own 
physical death. 

It can be proved that the Bible is the inspired word of the one true living 
God. What the Bible teaches must be true. Does the Bible teach that each 
and every person will live on forever-either in a place of unending joy 
(because of the grace of God, through Jesus Christ, and the faithful obedi
ence of the individual person to God) or in a place of unending punishment 
(because of the rejection of the love and grace of God)? 

This present book affirms and proves that the Bible does teach that 
there will never be an end to any human. It affirms that every human being 
will live on as a unique center of conscious human personality forever
•time• without end. In short, all of us human beings will be somewhere 
forever! 

Do you dare not give your deepest and most sincere attention to the 
questions which are raised above? 

Thomas B. Wanen has served as professor of Bible, Theology, and 
Philosophy both in undergraduate and graduate schools in various universi
ties. He holds the following degrees: B.S. (Education, Mathematics, and 
Bible, Abilene Christian University), M.A. (Religion, Philosophy, University of 
Houston), M.A., Ph.D. (Philosophy, Vanderbilt University). He has also en
gaged in graduate studies in Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
(New Testament) and in Texas Christian University (Theology, Philosophy). 
He has served as President, Dean, Executive Vice President, and Ptofessor 
in various schools. 

269 Pages, $13.00 Plus shipping & handling 
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P.O. Box 6709 0 Moore, OK 73153 
(405) 794-8298 

Free Free 

A Critical Review of the "Anti" Position 
on Church Cooperation and Orphan Homes 

Published by: 
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Free 
Winter Haven, FL 33885 Free 
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Third Annual 
Holding Forth the Word Lectureship 

October 15-18, 1992 

"A Pattern of Good Works" Titus 2:7 
Redlands Church of Christ 

1000 Roosevelt Road • Redlands, CA 92374 

Thursday, October IS, 1992 
7:00 p.M ........................ "Does It Make Any Difference What We Believe?" ...........•..... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Houston, TX 
8:00P.M ••............•.•....... "Christ the Hope of the World" .................................................. Ulry West, West Monroe, LA 

Friday, October 16, 1992 
9:30A.M •...........•........•. "Reclaiming the Spirit of Evangelism" ....................................... Ulry West, West Monroe, LA 

10:15 A.M.-Noon ............ Church Leaden Workshop 
"Managing Finances in the Retirement Years" ......................•.•.. Byron Groves, Laguna Niguel, CA 

Garry Goddard, Hanford, CA 
Vance Cox, Redlands, CA 

"Coping with Aging Parents and Our Own Aging" .................... Doug Padgett, Sunset Haven 
Ulry Meissner, Sunset Haven 

''The Eldership, Making the Tough Decision" ............................ Robert Taylor, Ripley, TN 
10:15 A.M ........•.............. For the Ladles 

"Diapers, Dictation, Dishes: How Would the Messiah Have Me Serv~T' 
..•...........•...................•........•.........................................•............. Janet Fortner, Arkansas State University 

12:00 P.M ........................ Lunch ·Break 
1:30 P.M ........•......... ~ ..... "Is Doctrine or Love More Important to God?'' ......................... Ron Shennan, Director, 

Southern California School of Evangelism 
2: I 5 P.M .•..........••..•. ~ ..... "The New Age Movemet:tt: Its Threat to Christianity'' ......••....... Terry Northcutt, Redlands, CA 
3:00 P.M ..................•..... Break . 
3:30 P.M ........................ Open Forum--Questions Deserve Answers ................................ Buster Dobbs &. Robert Taylor 
5:00 P.M ......................•. Dinner Break 
7:00 P.M .•...................... ''What Is Our Authority in Religious MattersT' .•........................ Robert Taylor, Ripley, TN 
8:00 P.M ........................ "Will Work for Food" or Is It "Get a Job, You Bum"-The Gospel Is for All 

..........•......................................................................•.............•... Taylor McKenzie, San Diego, CA 
Saturday, October 17, 1992 

9:15 A.M ....................... "How to Stay a Family Without Killing Ute Kids" Part ll ......... ~. J. Turner, Garden Grove, CA 

10:10 A.M ....................... For the Men 
"God's Mission for Us: Our World Around Us" ......................•. Bruce Smith, M.D., Missionary to 
· · Guatemala, Redomia 

11:10 A.M ....................... "Praying and Talking to God and Your Family" ........................ Robert Taylor, Ripley, TN 
10:10 A.M.-Noon ...•.•...... For the Ladles · 

"My Place in God's Plan ... This Isn't Exactly What I Had in Mind'~ 
.•......................................•......................................................•..•. Janet Fortner, Arkansas State University 

12:00 P.M .....................•.. Lunch Break 
1 :30 P.M .....................•.. "Is· (Joing to Hell Really a Big Deal?" ....................................... Joe Gilmore, San Jose, CA 
2:15 P.M .................•...... "How Beautiful Heaven Must Be" Part 11 .................................. Burt Pauley, Banning, CA 
3:00 P.M ........................ Break 
3:15 P.M ........................ "Suppose I Don't Like What_God Does?" .................................. John Fortner, Harding University 
4:00 P.M ........................ Dinner Break 
7:00 P.M ........................ "Is Dissension in the·Body Any Big Deal?" ............................... Weldon Langfield, Visalia, CA 
8:00 P.M ........................ "The Gospel of the Twenty-First Century-A Finn Foundation for Today'' 

....................................................................... ~ ..•........................ J. J. Turner, Garden Grove, CA 
Sunday, October 18, 1992 

9:30 A.M ...................•.•. "My Personal Commitment to God" ........................................... John Fortner, Harding University 
10:30 A.M ....................... "A Wonderful Savior Is Jesus My Lord-Evangelism Now" ..... Carl Mitchell, Harding University 

Sponsored by: Holding Forth the Word 
149 N. San Gorgonio Avenue • Banning, CA 92220 

For further informlllion caU: 
Holding Forth the Word (714) 849-2913 • Redlands Church of Christ (714) 793-5670 
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Grace and Law: 
Legalism and Liberalism-Part II 

By G. C. Brewer · 

In a former article we have seen that the argu
ments made by those who have espoused, or at least 
been influenced by, the neo-orthodox views, are not 
new. The whole thing is a recrudescence of argu
ments that have been made through the history of 
Protestantism but repudiated in the last fifty years 
completely by modernism. 

The basic difference between Protestantism and 
Catholicism, as is well known, is a question of au
thority. Martin Luther rejected the authority of tradi
tion and decrees and appealed to the word of God as 
a standard. This then became the basic claim of all 
Protestants. They accept the Bible as the revealed 
will of God and as a rule of life and as a standard of 
measurement in all matters of faith and morals. 

The next principle announced by Luther, which 
became a fundamental difference between Protes
tantism and Catholicism, is the right of private inter
pretation. The Catholics could not deny that the Bible 
is the word of God, but they insist that it is not our 
sole standard of faith and morals. They think it must 
be supplemented by tradition and the voice of the 
Church. Protestantism, however, stood agreed in re
futing this claim of the Catholics and in contending 
that the Bible is our lone and all-sufficient standard. 
They also have stood agreed in the contention that 
each individual should have the right to read, to un
derstand, to believe, and to obey the word of the 
Lord for himself. 

Now when we came to an application of these 
two sacred rights and principles, differences arose 
among Protestants, and it has been nothing unusual 
at all for Protestants to claim that differences about 
things taught in the scriptures are only the result of a 
different interpretation of the scriptures, and when 
some Protestant controversialist wanted to evade the 
force of a divine command, his plea has always been 
"That is just your interpretation." 

Then the charge would come later that "I have 
as much right to my interpretation of the scriptures 
as you have to yours." This contention is now heard 
again by the men who are claiming "liberty." They 
are abusing the right to understand the scriptures for 
themselves by denying that the scriptures teach what 
the words mean or what is the import of the clear 
statement of inspiration; and again the cause of this 
obstinacy is that those who are making the conten
tion are not trying to justify a personal view, but 
they are trying to stand by some denominational 
view. 

Here again we find that men are not satisfied to 
allow the word of the Lord to be the end of contro
versy, but they want to "teach for doctrines the com
mandments of men." Denominational views have 
been ~tten into creeds and crystallized into formu
las and preserved by practices until men are not will
ing to go behind established doctrine and seek the 
truth in the matter. In this very spirit and because of 
this very situation, some of our own men, who feel 
that they have outgrown a narrow denominational 
view, are laboring "might and main" to excuse and 
defend certain popular denominational views, and 
they are using all the fallacies and the quibbles and 
even the blasphemies that have ever been used in 
such ~ unworthy cause. 

Despite the heroic efforts made by Martin Luther 
to break away from an authoritarian Church and to 
establish the claim that all controversy must be settled 
by the word of God, he himself did not see the full 
import of his victory. He was impelled by a spirit of 
honesty and sacrifice in his effort to make men free, 
but after obtaining this freedom to come to the Lord 
Jesus Chri.st as a personal Savior, he was not then as 
zealous in finding how that the one who had thus 
surrendered to Christ should regulate his acts of 
worship and service in the cause of Christ. His view 
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seemed to be that the word of God is all-sufficient as 
a basis of saving faith, that the message is effective 
for converting the soul, but that the scriptures leave 
the converted soul free to adopt and use his own 
methods and devices in serving Christ; that men could 
organize and operate in the work of the Lord accord
ing to their own rules and wisdom. 

The idea of Luther in this respect contrasted with 
the idea of another reformer is forcefully expressed 
in these words: 

Luther was desirous of retaining in the 
church all that was not expressly contradicted 
by the scriptures, while Zwingli was intent on 
abolishing all that could not be proved by scrip
ture. The German reformer wished to remain 
united to the church of all preceding ages (that 
is, the Roman Catholic Church), and sought 
only to purify it from everything that was re
pugnant to the word of God. The reformer of 
Zurich passed back over every intervening age 
till he reached the times of the apostles; and 
subjecting the church to an entire transforma
tion, labored to restore it to its primitive condi
tion (D' Augbigue's History of the Reformation.) 

The principle announced by Zwingli is definitely 
the principle followed by the Restoration pioneers, 
and it is the principle that those of us who still be
lieve that the word of God thoroughly furnishes us 
unto every good work contend for. Our views and 
contentions are still expressed accurately and un
equivocally by the following scriptures: 

What saith the Scripture? (Rom. 4:3). 

What is written in the law? how readest 
thou? (Luke I 0:26). 

The secret things belong unto the Lord our 
God; but those things which are revealed be
long unto us and to our children for ever, that 
we may do all the words of this law (Deut. 
29:29). 

To the law and to the testimony: if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them (lsa. 8:20). 

If any man speak, let him speak as the 
oracles of God (I Pet. 4: II). 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
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correction, for instruction in righteousness: that 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works (2 Tim. 3:16-
17). 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

G. C. Brewer, deceased 

(Editor's note: We propose in future editions of 
the Finn Foundation to print additional articles from 
brother Brewer's pen on the evil of liberalism. It is 
marvelous to see how the words of Brewer, written 
40 years ago, deal so aptly with present day prob
lems. Liberalism is old hat, and modernism is not 
very modern. How strange it is to hear contempo
rary false prophets exhorting us to be up-to-date, 
while at the same time reaching back to ancient 
fallacy and offering us warmed-over error-Dobbs.) 

The Power of Destructive 
Television 

By Thomas B. Warren 

Television can be a great thing. It can be 
used to educate and evangelize. Having said 
that, we prayerfully note the great power it has 
to destroy not only our society but also our 
homes-even of those who are Christian. 

Brother Ferman Carpenter, preacher for the 
Seagoville church in Seagoville, Texas, recently 
delivered a sermon entitled, "The Destructive 
Power of Television in Our World." 

It was an outstanding lesson-a powerful 
blow against the evil aspects of many modem
day television programs. It is a message that 
can help parents in their awesome responsibility 
of bringing up their children "in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4; Deut. 6:7). 

Upon your request, a tape recording of this 
fine sermon will be sent to you at cost ($2.00, 
which includes mailing). 

I urge you to write: Seagoville Church of 
Christ, 510 N. Kaufman Street, Seagoville, TX 
75159-or you may call (214) 287-2036. 

510 N. Kaufman St 
Seagoville, TX 75159 

~ 
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The Firm Foundation Lectureship 
East Ridge Church of Christ 

501 McBrien Road 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37412 

October 4-8, 1992 

God~ Wonderful Grace ] 
8:30 AM .................................... What Grace Is ......................................................................................... Gany Brantley 
9:30 AM .................................... What Grace Is Not .................................................................................. Eddie Whitten 

10:30 AM .................................... The Grace of God and Spiritual Things .................................................... Charles Cochran 
6:00 P.M .................................... Grace in the Old Testament ..................................................................... ThoJllaS Eaves 
1:00 P.M .................................... The Grace of God and Final Judgment ..................................................... William Woodson 

Monday 
9:00 AM .................................... The Grace of God and the ''New Henneneutic" ....................................... David Hester 

10:00 AM .................................... Grace and Automatic Forgiveness ............................................................ Ken W'dlis 
11 :00 AM .................................... Grace and Direct Operation of the Holy Spirit ......................................... Perry Cotham 

1 :30 P.M .................................... Grace and Salvation ................................................................................. Daniel Denham 
2:30 P.M .................................... Grace of God and Prayer ......................................................................... Ed Jones 
3:30 P.M .................................... Restoration History .................................................................................. Adron Doran 
6:30 P.M ................................... Singing 
7:00 P.M ................................... The Grace of God Is Harmonious with Physical Law ............................... Paul Kidwell 
8:00 P.M .................................... Grace and Romans 8 ................................................................................ Buster Dobbs 

Tuesday 
9:00 AM ................................... The Grace of God and the Cross of Christ ............................................... Waymon Summers 

10:00 AM .................................... Grace, Meriting as a Debt ........................................................................ Noah Hackworth 
11 :00 AM .................................... The Grace of God and the Fellowship of Saints ....................................... Wayne Coats 

1:30 P.M .................................... The Grace of God and Service to Mankind .............................................. Richard Melson 
2:30 P.M .................................... The Immutability of the Grace of God ..................................................... Gary Colley 
3:30 P.M .................................... Restoration History .................................................................................. Adron Doran 
6:30 P.M .................................... Singing 
7:00 P.M ................................... Grace and Universalism ............................................................................ Joe Gilmore 
8:00 P.M .................................... The Grace of God Demands Discipline .................................................... Winfred Clark 

Wednesday 
9:00 AM .................................... Dimensions of Grace: (God to Man, Man to Man, Man to God) .............. AI Simmons 

10:00 AM ................................... Grace and Inherited Total Depravity ........................................................ Wayne Price 
11:00 AM .................................... Grace of God and Material Things ........................................................... Guss Eoff 

1:30 P.M .................................... Being Worthy of Grace ............................................................................ Joe Cox 
2:30 P.M .................................... Grace and Work ...................................................................................... Rod Rutherford 
3:30 P.M .................................... Restoration liistory .................................................................................. Adron Doran 
6:30 P.M .................................... Singing 
7:00 P.M .................................... Grace and Galatians ................................................................................. Garland Elkins 
8:00 P.M .................................... Grace in the New Testament .................................................................... Roy Deaver 

Thursday 
9:00 AM .................................... Grace of God and Big and Little Sins ...................................................... Johnie Scaggs 

10:00 AM .................................... Grace and Imputed Righteousness ............................................................ Bobby Liddell 
11:00 AM .................................... The Limits of God's Grace ...................................................................... Ronnie Hayes 

1:30 P.M .................................... Grace and Romans 4 ................................................................................ Lindell Mitchell 
2:30 P.M .................................... The Grace of God and Respect of Persons ............................................... Curtis Cates 
3:30 P.M .................................... Restoration History .................................................................................. Adron Doran 
5:00 P.M .................................... Honor to Whom Honor Is Due-George DeHoff 
6:30 P.M .................................... Singing 
7:00 P.M ................................... Grace and Law ........................................................................................ Bill Lockwood 
8:00 P.M .................................... The Grace Noah Found ........................................................................... Paul Sain 

Lunch break at 12 noon each day. 0 Evening break at 4:30P.M. each day. 
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Obedience to Elders 
in Matters of Opinion 

By Terry A. Martin 

In the April, 1989 issue of the Harding Gradu
ate School of Religion Bulletin brother Jack P. Lewis 
in an article entitled, "Sow the Wind; Reap the Whirl
wind," wrote: ''There is neither a statement nor a 
specific example in the Bible teaching that members 
are obligated to obey elders in matters of judg- ment" 
Brother Lewis also wrote, "The contention that el
ders are to be obeyed in matters of judgment is a 
deduction men draw, not an explicit biblical teach
ing." 

Respectfully, I disagree with Jack Lewis on this 
subject. He sets aside the teaching of God's word on 
the authority of elders. 

Brother Lewis' mastery of the Greek language is 
well known. Yet in his article he did not deal with 
specific verses that instruct us about the work and 
authority of elders, and he didn't discuss the mean
ing of important Greek words in those verses. These 
verses and Greek words show the weakness of his 
article and are destructive to his position. 

Let's consider what the Bible says about the au
thority of elders. 

''Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy 
of double honor'' (1 Tim. 5: 17). The Greek word 
translated rule means "to be over, to superintend, 
preside over'' (Thayer). The same Greek word is trans
lated over you in 1 Thessalonians 5: 12, which says, 
"know them which labour among you, and are over 
you in the Lord" 

1 Timothy 3:4-5,12 says elders and deacons are 
to "rule" their children and their houses well. This is 
the same Greek word as found in 1 Timothy 5:17 
and 1 Thessalonians 5:12. 

Does ''ruling his house" mean his children and 
house are to submit to him in matters of judgment? 
Of course it does! Furthermore, an eldership "rul
ing" a congregation has the right to expect members 
of the church to submit in matters of judgment. 

20 ~7ound1t~; 

The Hebrew writer says, "Obey them that have 
the rule over you, and submit yourselves" (Heb. 
13: 17). The Greek word translated obey means ''to 
listen to, obey, yield to, comply with" (Thayer). The 
word rule means ''to be a leader, to rule, to com
mand, to have authority over, with gentleness of per
son over who one rules, so of the overseers or lead
ers of the Christian church" (Thayer). Submit means 
to "retire, withdraw, hence, to yield to authority and 
admonition, to submit" 

The Bible clearly teaches that we are to "obey'' 
and "submit" to the "rule" of elders. To sweep under 
the rug passages quoted above, brother Lewis says, 
"None of these passages (or like passages) actually 
defmes the limits of 'rule' or of 'obedience."' 

The main defense brother Lewis gives in his ar
ticle for denying elders authority in matters of judg
ment is the potential for abuse. Everyone realizes 
that this potential exists, when someone is given 
authority. Elders have abused their authority, although 
God's word says elders are not to be "Lords over 
God's heritage" (1 Pet. 5:3). I offer no defense for 
elders who use their authority simply to impose their 
self-will. Neither do I deny the clear teaching of the 
Bible about the authority of elders simply because 
they may sometimes abuse their authority. 

Abuse of authority may exist in many areas, but 
it does not change what the Bible teaches in those 
areas. For example, abuse of authority may exist 
between husband and wife. The Bible still says, 
"Wives, be in subjection to your husbands"· ( 1 Pet. 
3:1). Abuse may exist between parents and children. 
Still, the Bible still says, "Children, obey your par
ents in the Lord" (Eph., 6: 1 ). Potential for abuse of 
authority exist between you and the government. Yet 
the Bible says, "Submit yourselves to every ordi
nance of man" (1 Pet. 2:13). Difficult questions, hard 
situations, and abuse of authority may arise between 



elders and members of a congregation, but the Bible 
still says, "Obey them that have the rule over you, 
and submit yourselves" (Heb. 13: 17). 

To help protect against abuse of your God-given 
authority, I plead with elders to remember that you 
need to be extremely open, flexible, and considerate 
when it comes to matters of opinion. Don't use your 
authority to brush aside everyone who gets in your 
way. Listen to the congregation and their opinions. 
A good husband will listen to his wife. Good parents 
listen to their child. A good eldership will respect 
and listen to the congregation they serve. 

The Bible says, 
Let nothing be done through sbife or vainglory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others 
better than themselves. Look not every man on 
his own things, but every man also on the things 
of others (Phil. 2:3-4). 

Brother Lewis wrote, 
Not one of us believes that the domineering 
elder is to be obeyed in all matters of his judg
ment. There are none of us but who would draw 
a line somewhere as we encounter elders who 
are near or far from what we understand to be 
the buth. 

It is true, the time may come when we must 
draw the line and say we will not submit to the 
elders of a given congregation. This also could be 
true of wives submitting to their husbands, children 
submitting to their parents, and citizens submitting 
to the government. This does not change the teach
ing of the Bible about submission in those areas. 

I encourage every Christian to be extremely care
ful in drawing that line. Make sure that it is not your 
arrogant, self-imposed will that is motivating your 
decision not to submit to the elders. Many have re
belled against elders not because of matters of right 
and wrong, but because of pride. Remember, in ev
ery institution someone must be responsible for mak
ing the final decision, and this is even true in matters 
of opinion. Brother Lewis says, 

Having sown the wind in trying to persuade 
people that they must obey elders even in mat
ters of judgment, we now reap the whirlwind 
of Crossroads and Boston movements where 
all sorts of regimentation is demanded. Within 
these movements it is only the personnel to be 
submitted to which has changed. 

The charge this statement makes is completely 
backward. To blame the teaching of submission to 

elders in matters of judgment for the development of 
the Crossroads/Boston movements is nothing short 
of ridiculous. 

Those familiar with these movements lmow very 
well that the problems they cause in our brotherhood 
are not because some teach that elders should be 
submitted to in matters of judgment. To the con
trary, it is rebellion against this Bible truth that has 
produced this movement's most destructive forces. 

The Crossroads/Boston movement has divided 
congregations because they moved in and taught that 
one did not have to submit to elders in matters of 
opinion, while teaching the unbiblical ideas of"evan
gelistic authority" and church "reconstruction." 

Part of the reason we reap the whirlwind of the 
Crossroads/Boston movements is that people have 
refused to follow the Bible in submitting to elders. 

Having sown the wind in teaching a lack of re
spect for biblical authority of elders, we now reap 
the whirlwind of the Crossroads/Boston movements. 
They deny the Bible arrangement of authority and 
have devised their hierarchy. Who lmows what other 
destructive forces await the church simply because 
people will not "Obey them that have the rule over 
yoti, and submit yourselves" (Heb. 13: 17)? 
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Terre Haute, IN 47802 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

The Women's Movement
Then and Now 

Charline Lemonds Sexton 

By Irene C. Taylor 

(Irene Taylor is well-known. She is the wife of Robert Taylor. We hope you will read her articles 
prayerfully-C. Sexton.) 

The idea of rights for women has been around 
since the beginning of time. From day six when 
woman was created, she was made equal to man but 
with a different, very important role. Though in the 
annals of history some societies considered woman 
of lesser importance than man, the purpose of God 
for womankind has not changed. Only when man
kind deviates from God' s pattern has trouble arisen. 

In the early days of our country, woman's role 
was greatly curbed. She was not given the right to 
vote nationwide until August 16, 1920, though many 
of the states granted her that right previous to that 
date. Women have not always been treated fairly in 
business matters. I remember the crooked dealing 
visited upon my mother in the 1930's and 1940's. 
She was left widowed with a large family to rear 
alone and became prey for the unscrupulous. 

The resurgence of rights for women in the early 
1970's had little, if anything, to do with improving 
the fate of women. Under the smokescreen of equal 
pay for equal work, the movement gained early mo
mentum with those who failed to investigate its true 
purpose. At first glance the Equal Rights Amend
ment, primary vehicle promoted during this time, 
seemed quite simple and innocent. It read: 

Section I. Equality of Rights under the law 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of sex. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have the 
power to enforce by appropriate legislat ion the 
provision of this article. 

Section 3. This amendment shall take ef
fect two years after the date of ratification. 

A careful examination of the amendment revealed 
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that nothing in it addressed, let alone guaranteed, 
better working conditions for women. Rather, equal
ity could be achieved by lowering the standard for 
men or by removing protection previously granted 
women. Case in point: Bank of America in Califor
nia is reported to have provided taxi service for 
women workers on the night shifts. When the state 
ERA passed, the men workers protested such in
equality. Instead of providing "equal" service to the 
men, such protective service was ended for women! 
Such "equality" in action caused many to re-think 
the benefits which had been promised. 

Further, the caliber of women in the forefront of 
the movement should have been cause for alarm 
early in the game. Quoted are but a few of the pub
lished statements, from their own literature and/or 
speeches, which reveal the real attitude of those push
ing for the passage of ERA. 

"For the sake of those who wish to live in equal 
partnership, we have to abolish and reform the insti
tution of marriage" (Gloria Steinem). 

"In the area of sexuality we believe that intoler
ant attitudes often cultivated by orthodox religious 
and puritanical cultures unduly repress sexual con
duct" (Human Manifesto, a docwnent of people who 
believe in human good rather than God). 

Bella Abzug openly pushed for Gay Rights Leg
islation while in Congress and as Chairwoman of 
the National IWY Commission. It is interesting to 
recall that one of the published goals of the Com
munist Party was to create unrest among women as 
well as other segments of society. What better ve
hicle to accomplish this goal than the Equal Rights 



--

Amendment? 
Not until the various state conventions, capped 

by the national convention in Houston in the fall of 
1977, did undeniable evidence surface revealing the 
real reason for the push for passage of ERA. The 
radicals wanted universal acceptance of "an alterna
tive life-style" or legalization of homosexuality and 
lesbianism. There had already been a definite push 
for a unisex society and this would have been the 
proverbial icing on the cake! Such ridiculous re
quests had been made to remove "sexist" language 
from our vocabulary. Manholes should now become 
personholes (according to their thinking); Fisherman's 
Wharf should be Fisherperson' s Wharf; and, they 
insisted, sexist terms should be eliminated from God's 
word. They preferred God be called "Our Source," 
"Our Person," or "Holy One;" man should be "The 
Human Being" and sons should be changed to "chil
dren." It took a few years but the committee of the 
New Revised Version, published by Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, buckled under the pressure and met many 
of their demands to publish a perverted version of 
the Bible acceptable to the feminist viewpoint. 

Sadly, many members of the churches of Christ 
(both men and women) jumped on the bandwagon 
early in the movement. In all fairness to them, many 
honestly thought the betterment of women's lot would 
be accomplished by the amendment. Some stayed 
on the wagon in spite of mounting evidence of the 
ungodly thrust behind the movement. It became un
popular to speak against the amendment in many 
places because of the intensity of feeling on both 
sides of the issue. Some of the most irate reactions 
this writer faced were from women in the church. 
More than we would like to believe, the attitude of 
filling an equal role with men has spilled over into 
the church. Many are the problems which have arisen 
as a result of a gross misunderstanding of woman's 
role as God would have it. Until we realize that man 
and woman are equal before God but with different, 
distinctive, important roles in all walks of life ( espe
cially in religion), the confusion will only intensify. 

Our next article will examine some of that con
fusion, followed by an overview of the current status 
of women. P.O. Box 464 

Ripley, TN 38063 
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Asleep in Jesus 
James D. Willeford died the night of August 3, 

1992. Though dead he yet lives, because Jesus is the 
resurrection and the life. His father died when James 
Willeford was nine years old, and his mother died 
when he was twelve. James moved to Boles Home 
at Quinlan, Texas, and lived there until he graduated 
from high school and went away to college. He at
tended West Texas State College and finished his 
studies at Freed-Hardeman in Henderson, Tennes
see, and at Abilene Christian College. 

While Willeford was preaching in Paducah, Ken
tucky, he met and later married the charming Mar
guerite Perkins. It is said theirs was a mail-order 
romance, which began when James sent Marguerite 
a card and a copy of the Firm Foundation. 

Brother Willeford accomplished far more in his 
lifetime than the average man is able to achieve. 
James Willeford was above average. While doing 
mission work in Madison, Wisconsin, Willeford pre-

sented a daily radio program. He teamed up with 
James Walter Nichols, and their quality radio pro
gram was the beginning of what is now known as 
Herald of Truth. At the time of his death brother 
Willeford served as an elder at the 5th and Grape 
Street church in Abilene. 

James D. Willeford is survived by his wife and 
his children, James Hardeman Willeford, Glenn 
Willeford, Roger Floyd Helgesen, and his daughter 
Ann Denise. 

He was a man of iron and good judgment. His 
successes were far more than his failures. He has 
reached the prize for which he labored all his days 
on earth. We are sad to see him go from us, but we 
do not mourn as those who are without hope. Let us 
so live that we may one day sit down with him in a 
glory-land where "scenes of bliss forever new rise in 
succession to our view." 
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Potpourri. .......... . 
The Firm Foundation is the very best in the broth

erhood It does such a good job of infonning us 
about liberalism (EFM-80 years old in Septem
ber-TN.) 

I don't know how I came to not receive the Firm 
Foundation, carelessness on my part I'm sure .. I am 
sending a check to get me started again. . .I have 
been preaching the gospel 44 years next month and 
will be 84 years of age August 28th (Byron Beasley, 
Minister, Star Church of Christ, Lometa, TX). 

I am glad you have the guts to expose error. 
Keep on keeping on. I am 83 years old and have 
found out in the last six weeks that I have a tumor 
on my left lung. May God bless you in your fight for 
what's right (RLW, TX). 

Dear Sirs, I do not want my subscription renewed 
I can no longer read the Firm Foundation. It has 
become a means to write up, run down, and belittle 
anyone you disagree with ... What you write is very 
likely completely true, and your evaluation of their 
writing is correct (RC, TX). 

Please add my name to subscription list. .. Refer
ence August 91 Firm Foundation "What are we go
ing to do about David Lipscomb University?" My 
wife and I and four children are grads ofDLU. We 
will not support DLU until they get rid of the rascals 
(GWE, GA). 

I wish to thank the staff for producing an excel
lent publication. You and those who contribute edify 
me everyday. Please keep up the good work (GW, 
New Zealand). 
Announcement 

The elders of the Peak and Eastside church in 
Dallas are pleased to announce that Bill Cofer has 
accepted their invitation to serve the congregation as 
evangelist. 
Comment Upon Learning ACU Has Appointed a 
Methodist Preacher to Be Editor-in-Chief of Their 
Campus Newspaper, the Optimist 

This is mind-boggling. Despite the liberalism 
flowing out of the place for a long time, I still could 
not have imagined them appointing a Methodist to 
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edit one of their publications. Next, a denomina
tional Ph.D. will head the Bible Department, and 
after that, the presidency. It is indeed a sad day for 
the cause of Christ (GNW, TN). 
Methodist Bishop 

The Rev. Ann B. Sherer, pastor of Houston's 
Westbury United Methodist Church was elected the 
first woman Methodist bishop in the South (Houston 
Chronicle). 

Are you listening, Abilene? 
AIDS Report 

According to the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly 
Report and HIVIAIDS Surveillance homosexuals and 
IV-drug abusers account for 76.4% of AIDS in 
America. There is an increase of cases of AIDS 
among heterosexual females going from 2.0% to 
4.6%, an increase of I ,298 cases nationwide. 

The fact that HIV is much more easily transmis
sible from men to women, rather than vice versa, 
raises the question: If the women are getting it from 
heterosexual contact, as seems necessary, then were 
did the men who are giving it to them get it? 
Footnote 

Brother James E. White of Bay City, Texas, sent 
us a photocopy of an article that appeared in the 
August 17, 1992 issue of U.S. News & World Re
port. Here are a few quotes from the article: 

Heather Has Two Mommies is a children's 
book about a lesbian couple having a child 
through artificial insemination. It is one of many 
books listed for New York City public schools. 
So is Daddy's Roommate, which features a 
happy youngster with two male parents ... They 
are books that celebrate the wonders of double
mommy and double-daddy households ... The 
traditional civic virtue of tolerance (if gays want 
to live together, it's their own business) has 
been replaced with a new ethic requiring ap
proval and endorsement. .. A letter to Newsday 
said: 'If my wife and I choose to believe in 
what the Holy Scriptures say about homosexu
ality, it is not up to teachers, or any municipal 
or political group, public or private to refute 
these teachings.'. . .The key words, positive 
teaching and appreciating diversity mean that 



certain sets of ideas are about to be 'infused' as 
valuable, whether parents think so or not. If 
that happens, home schooling and the school
choice movement will empty out many schools. 

It may be later than you think/ 
Burgett Article 

Re: ''The Case For Bible Inerrancy," by Gene 
Burgett in the August, 1992, issue of the Fi171! Foun
dation " ... your second two premises, that God is 
omniscient and cannot lie, supports more than the 
accuracy of the words contained in the Bible. If God 
knows everything and has accurately revealed a por
tion of this knowledge to us by language correctly 
recorded in the Bible, then the Bible is the truth. 
Hence, Christ's statement in John 17:17 that 'thy 
word is truth.' Therefore. . .the Bible is absolute 
truth" (LKV, MO). 
Missionary to Russia 

The elders of the Northeast Church of Christ in 
Cookeville, Tennessee, announce that Mitchell 
Covington will begin a missionary endeavor in Mos
cow, Russia, under the oversight of the Northeast 
elders. The elders of the Northeast church are asking 
for financial help to sustain the Covingtons in Mos
cow. Contact Elders, Northeast Church of Christ, P. 
0. Box 865, Cookeville, TN 38503; Phone: (615) 
526-2535. 
Denton Lectures 

The Eleventh Annual Denton Lectures will be 
November 8-12, 1992 at the Pearl Street church in 
Denton, Texas. The director of the lectureship is Dub 
McClish. The daily discussion forum will address 
controversial subjects, such as: Does the Church Need 
to Make a Transition? Should Denominational Bap
tism Be Accepted by the Lord's Church? Are The 
Second Incarnation and Pilgrim Church Concepts 
Scriptural Models for the Church? Should Women 
Be Allowed to Take Leading Roles in the Church? 
The audience will be encouraged to ask questions. 
Exhibit space is available, subject to approval by the 
Pearl Street elders. Housing in homes of local Chris
tians will be provided as long as it lasts. There are 
several major motels in Denton. Hookups (including 
dump station) for travel trailers and motor homes are 
provided by advance registration. For more informa
tion you may write to: Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
Street, Denton, TX 76201, or phone: (817) 387-3531. 

Interesting Comparison 
Sam Morris, Baptist preacher, wrote: 

We take the position that a Christian's sins do 
not damn his soul. The way a Christian lives, 
what he says, his character, his conduct, his 
attitude toward other people have nothing to do 
with the salvation of his soul. All the prayers a 
man may pray, all the Bibles he may read, all 
the churches he may belong to, all the services 
he may attend, all the sermons he may practice, 
all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he 
may observe, all the laws he may keep, all the 
benevolent acts he may perform wiii not make 
his soul one whit safer; and ali the sins he may 
commit from idolatry to murder wiii not make 
his soul in any more danger. The way a man 
lives has nothing to do with the salvation ofhis 
soul. 

Rubel Shelly and Randall Harris, after comment
ing that the sign over the gates of Auschwitz, Hitler's 
infamous death camp, reads "Work Sets You Free,"
call this a "grotesque lie." Then they say: 

People live by the same lie in their spiritual 
lives. They have put their hope in obeying 
enough essential commandments, attending 
enough of the required assemblies, and devel
oping enough of the necessary Christian vir
tues .. .It is a scandalous and outrageous lie to 
teach that salvation arises from human activity 
of any sort. We do not contribute one whit to 
our salvation (The Second Incarnation, pages 
206-7). 

Verrrmy interesting/ 
The Holy Spirit said of Jesus: 

Who in the days of his flesh, having of
fered up prayers and supplications with strong 
crying and tears unto him that was able to save 
him from death, and having been heard for his 
godly fear, though he was a Son, yet leamedhe 
obedience by the things which he suffered; and 
having been made perfect, he became unto all 
them that obey him the author of eternal salva
tion (Heb. 5:7-9). 

For we must all be made manifest before 
the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may 
receive the things done in the body, according 
to what he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad (2 Cor. 5:10). 

For the Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father with his angels; and then shall he 
render unto every man according to his deeds 
(Matt. 16:27). 
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Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me, to render to each man according as 
his work is (Rev. 22:12). 

Comment is not needed. You have read what 
Christ said, and what the Baptist preacher said, and 
what Shelly and Harris said 
From a Church Bulletin 

In the July 29, 1992, bulletin of the Red Bridge 
Church of Christ, Kansas City, MO, where Bob 
Ch~sholm preaches, there was an article written by 
Jim Dalton. It demonstrates how far some brethren 
have gone into Holy-Rollerism. Here are a few ex
cerpts from the bulletin, 

This past Friday and Saturday 22,500 Christian 
men gathered in the University of Colorado's 
football stadium to praise the Lord • . .men 
who came from all over the country to say, 
'Yes .. .I want to be a man of God' .... The 
presence of the Holy Spirit was moving among 
us and reviving our spirits. . . What power! 
... As I sat among the crowd I could not help 
to be moved to tears as I saw the power of the 
Holy Spirit move among these men ... At one 
point the men started shouting 'Jesus ... Jesus' 
with all they could muster. 

How very sad! It is the result of teaching like 
that which Carroll Osburn gave at the recent ACU 
lectureship. Ff 

The Murder of a Soul Lover 
By Howard R. Horton 

Jesus said, "Verily I say unto you, Among them 
that are born of women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist" (Matt. 2:2). Why was John 
greater than all others born of women? 

John's Fidelity 
John the Baptist preached the message of repen

tance to the mighty and the lowly. On the banks of 
Jordan, John preached to publicans and soldiers (Luke 
3:12-14). John also preached to Herod, the king, and 
Herodias, the queen, the stem message of repen
tance. 

It is easy, as one commentator put it, to preach 
to those who are weak and of low estate; however, 
the real test comes when we preach to those of high 
rank, those who are in position to harm or help us. 

John the Baptist wasn't a hireling. He preached 
truth regardless of the grade of his listeners. 

John's Content 
The content of John's message was to the point. 

John did not waste his breath preaching something 
irrelevant. Preachers must preach things that cause 
the listeners to come face to face with their own 
shortcomings. John said to Herod, "It is not lawful 
for thee to have thy brother's wife" (Mark 6: 18). 
John preached it every time he saw Herod and 
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Herodias (the imperfect tense is used in Mark 6: 18, 
showing John repeated the message). John kept on 
preaching what he did to Herod and Herodias be
cause he loved their souls enough to tell them they 
must separate. 

Do we love the souls of the lost enough to preach 
a soul-convicting gospel which will cause them to 
think on their unholy condition? 

One thing is sure: The courtiers of Herod and 
Herodias were not going to tell these two powerful 
people to separate. No sir! The hirelings of Herod's 
court dido 't love the souls of Herod and Herodias. 

John the Baptist was greater because he was true 
to the Father and because he loved lost souls. There
fore he was murdered. 

So, the next time a preacher or classroom teacher 
or elder says something that pricks our hearts let's 
not get angry. Let's understand that they may have 
one of the traits which made John the Baptist a great 
person in the eyes of the Son of God-love for the 
souls of men and women and dedication to the will 
of the heavenly Father. 

312 Pearl St. 
Denton, TX 76201 

Ff 



An Example of the Believers 
Encouraging Thoughts from Workers in the Kingdom 

Compiled by Paul Sain 

World Video Bible School 
World Video Bible School (WVBS) began tap

ing courses in January, 1988. It is located in Buda, 
Texas, (south of Austin) and is under the oversight 
of the elders of the church at Buda!Kyle. Our con

over 102,000 pages of accompanying written mate
rial. 

Most of our courses have 38-minute classes, 
which are suitable for Bible classes, personal home 

cept was to put a full 
preacher training school 

WVBS Tapes Have Been Shipped to: study, ladies' Bible 
classes, etc. These high 
quality tapes can be pur
chased for as little as 

on videotape, making Albania 

use of sound teachers Costa Rica 

Australia Virgin Islands 
El Salvador 

throughout the brother
hood who would pro
duce in-depth biblical 
studies. The material 

Germany Grand Bahamas $1.7 5 per class or rented 
Hong Kong India Indonesia 

Ecuador 
Ghana 

Italy Jamaica Japan for even less. 
Malaysia New Zealand Nigeria Thanks to the sac-
Russia Samoa Scotland rificial giving of some of 

was and is designed South Africa Sri Lanka Suriname those who know our 
& h · · Taiwan England Poland ,or preac er trammg work, many Bible edu-

Canada Greece Singapore 
schools outside the Korea Ireland Switzerland cational video tapes have 
United States. However, I...::=======================================.; been sent to brethren 
the courses are being used very effectively by indi
viduals and congregations both domestically and 
abroad. At this time, there are fourteen schools of 
preaching we know ofthat are making use ofWVBS 
tapes. 

In addition to classes on books of the Bible, 
WVBS also has produced a wide range of special 
subjects, such as: Teacher's Workshop, Hebrew, 
Greek, Personal Evangelism, Marriage and the Fam
ily, Hermeneutics, Homiletics, an extensive Funda
mentals course for new Christians, and classes in 
Russian, Polish, Spanish, Tamil, Telegu, Hindi, and 
American Sign Language. Several of our programs 
have a format suitable for public access television. 

Since WVBS began, we have shipped tapes to 
49 states and 33 foreign countries. We have sent out 
well over 8,300 tapes containing over 30,000 hours 
of biblical instruction. With those tapes have gone 

who have been or are going to Russia and Albania to 
donate the tapes to brethren there. We have shipped 
658 tapes and have another 176 on order, for a total 
of 834 tapes. Tapes have been sent to those who are 
going to 23 cities in Russia. For example, 23 sets of 
Basic Evangelism tapes and 22 sets of Christian Evi
dences have been sent to 17 universities in Russia, 
where they will be used to help their English lan
guage students practice English (while learning about 
the Father, his beloved Son, salvation, and the dis
tinctive, blood-bought church of Christ)! 

Those wishing to know more about this work or 
to request a free catalog may contact: 

World Video Bible School 
3650 Jack C. Hays Trail 

Buda, TX 78610 
(512) 268-1703 
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Cotham~ Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

"Who do men say that the Son 
of man is?" (Matt. I6: 13). They said 
Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the proph
ets. Then Jesus asked, "But who say 
ye that I am?" The apostle Peter 
answered, "Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God" (v. I5). The 

majority did not know him. Only a handful of dis
ciples understood him to be anointed of Jehovah. 

In response to Peter's confession, Jesus said: 
" ... upon this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it" (v. I8). 

The word church is from a Greek word that means 
"a group called together." The Lord's church is those 
called out from the world. The church is separated to 
the service of God and man. It is all the saved and 
none but the saved. One cannot be saved from sin 
and not be a part of the church. There is only one 
body, which is the one church (I Cor. 12:13, 20; 
Eph. 1:22-23; 2:12-16). 

The church of Christ is not a sect or part of the 
saved. One can belong to a man-made religious or
der and not be in the Lord's spiritual body, the 
church. Too, one can obey the gospel, be added to 
the church, remain faithful for a while, then depart 
from the faith and join some human organization, as 
an apostate and fallen child of God (I Tim. 4: I; Jas. 
5: 19-20; 2 Pet. 2:20-22). 

The foundation of the church is the rock truth 
that Jesus is Lord and Christ. "For other foundation 
can no man lay than that which is laid, which is 
Christ Jesus" (I Cor. 3:11). God set Christ as "the 
stone which the builders rejected" and as "the chief 
comer stone" (Psa. 118:22; Acts 4: 11-12). 

"The gates of Hades shall not prevail against it." 
Hades is a Greek word which means "the unseen." It 
simply means the unseen realm of disembodied spir
its, the dwelling of all those who have departed from 
this earthly house of clay (Luke 16:23; Acts 2:27, 
31 ). It does not mean the place of future punish
ment; that Greek word is Gehenna (Matt. 1 0:28). 
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The powers of death could not prevent Christ 
from arising from the dead to build his church. Jeho
vah put Jesus on the eternal throne. Although when 
Jesus died on the cross, his body went into the grave 
and his soul to Hades, his body did not remain in the 
tomb long enough to undergo "corruption" and his 
soul was not "left unto Hades." 

Jesus built the church. The gates of Hades could 
not prevent his purpose by holding him a prisoner. 
He not only came out triumphantly, but he unlocked 
the gates of Hades and carried off the keys. Hence, 
he said to his beloved disciple on the Isle of Patmos: 
"Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the Living 
one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for 
evermore, and I have the keys of death and of Ha
des" (Rev. I: I7-I8). 

True, the Lord's church can never be destroyed 
(Heb. 12:28). Daniel prophesied that during the days 
of the fourth kingdom, the Roman Empire, the God 
of heaven would set up a "kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed. . .it shall stand for ever" (Dan. 
2:44). The word of God, which is the seed of the 
kingdom (Luke 8:11 ), will endure ( 1 Pet. 1 :23-25). 
Wherever and whenever the gospel is preached and 
honest souls hear it, believe it, and obey it, there is 
the church of Christ (Acts 18:8; 1 Cor. I :2). 

The church has suffered much persecution (Rev. 
2:IO; I4:13), but the church is still here. Death can
not overcome the church. The dead in Christ will 
one day be raised. The mortal and corruptible bodies 
will be immortal and incorruptible; death will then 
be swallowed up in victory (I Cor. I5:50-57). 

The redeemed will be triumphant in heaven. The 
great theme of the book of Revelation is this: In 
spite of persecutions and seeming victories by wicked 
rulers, under the influence of Satan, the faithful chil
dren of God, those who overcome, will dwell in the 
eternal paradise of God (Rev. 2I:I-7; 22:34). 

1814 Santa Cruz Ct 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051-4012 
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DIRECTORY TENNESSEE 
• • • • • • • • 
TRAVELING? 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace MaxweJJ, preacher. MEMPHI8-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 

CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(901) 363-3330 or Steve EJJis, minister, (901) 363-
1383. 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
!0:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $150.00 for Home or Florida School or Preaching. 
5 lines; S 180.00 for 6 Jines; $210.00 for 7 lines. 
$375.00 for 8 lines. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 
SEND NO MONEY. 

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist 
855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 859-
3974,643-0589,or654-2091. 

TEXAS 
SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the evangelist CHRIST, 312 Pearl St, Denton, 76201. (817) 387-

ALASKA 

GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 lith Avenue, 3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. SEBRING--904 Fainnount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 

Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
McGhee, evangelist 137 Souder Drive, Hurst, 76053. (817) 282-3239, CALIFORNIA 

Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Bill Clayton, 
Eddie Whitten, preachers. GEORGIA 

ATLANTA-A VON DALE CHURCH OF KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) CHRIST,4017Memoria1Dr.,Decatur,30032.(404) Hufsmith-KohrvilleRd., Tomball, 77377.(713)-351-
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 299-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles 4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. R A. 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. inside 1-285) (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
ofloved ones in this area; we will contact them. 

------
TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309LarreaAve.,92277. BYRON-3 mi. fromexit46ofTI-75. SonHwy49 RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
(619)367-9400. Wewillcontactlovedonesorfriends. (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
Stephenson, preacher. (912) 956-3719, 956-2099. P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER
NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 

MINNESOTA 

6P.M., Wed. 7P.M.Call883-5022orMarvinMorrow, DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
minister, 883-5232. 2344 Nanticoke St, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 

P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 
central 

Cauaca OF CHRIST MISSOURI 
1320 South Church St, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. St. Sun. 8:15A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. 

COLORADO 
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Vampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11, A.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 s~ Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

MONTANA 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. 

OHIO 

VIRGINIA 

CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
So. Franklin St, Christiansburg. VA 24073. Sun. 10, 
11 A.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 
382-7837. 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church St, 
Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M. 
Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 703-
382-7777. 

MAX MEADOWs-FT. CHISWELL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 
~mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80}, Highway 52. Sun. 
10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann M. Lee, 
evangelist 703-637-4244: 703-223-1787. 

WYOMING 

RANCHESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST in the 
CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson RanchMart Center. Sun. 9, 10, 12:30. Tues. 7 PM. 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446- AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903; 672-3097; 655-2563 
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00 P.M., Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. 
Jeffcoat, evangelist 

SOUTH CAROLINA FOREIGN 

GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
11 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. Call 
minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 ofTI-85. 3 miles. (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, .l:IDQ: 
343-0143: PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church related 
matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Ads must be 
received by the first of the month to appear In the next month's Issue. Ads must be 
cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale-an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Drive, Decatur, OA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BmLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Wanted: Gospel preacher for Truth or Consequences 
Church of Christ in Truth or Consequences, NM. 
Send resume to Thomas J. Mayo, P. 0. Box 718, 
Elephant Butte, NM 87935 or phone (602) 744-5578. 

Congregation of 125 looking for sound Gospel 
Preacher. Energetic in visitation and personal work. 
Salaty negotiable. Send resume and/or tape, photo if 
available. Quitman & Center Church of Christ, P .0. 
Box 667, Gladewater, Texas 75647. May call (903) 
845-5800. 

Wanted: Position available immediately for exp'd 
well-organized preacher, with good communication 
skills, for challenging work. Require exp'd soul
wiMer. Must contend for the fai~ hold to the pattern 
of sound doctrine. Send professional resume including 
salaty, benefits, references, and audio tape of two 
sermons to D. J. Goins, The Church of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Road, Alexandria VA 22301. 

Casa Grande, Arizona, Church of Christ seeks full
time gospel preacher who is well-grounded in the 
word. Salaty in the mid-twenties with 3bdr, 2ba home 
plus utilities. Want long-term commitment with the 
right man. To request more infonnation on application 
process, call 602-836-8153 after 5 pm Mountain 
Time Zone. 

Preacher needed: The brethren in a small, beautiful 
Montana town need a preacher, or any retired person 
to help with the work of the church. Please call 
collect Roger White, (406) 822-4624 or Howard 
Miller (406) 822-4409. 

Want young man with family to locate with and 
work under a very able minister-part-time or full
time. Resume to Church of Christ, 400 S Park, Dr., 
Broken Bow, OK 74728. Ph. 405-584-6582, Tom 
Silva. 

Song LeaderN outh Minister needed. Conservative 
congregation of200 seeking a young man with strong 
song leading capabilities and the ability to provide 
spiritual guidance and programs for our youth. Please 
send sermon tape, resume, and salary requirements 
to South Seminole Church of Christ, 5410 Lake 
Howell Road, Winter Park, FL 32792 

Wanted: Full-time minister for congregation of about 
100 members. Must be evangelistic minded with 
Bible-centered preaching and teaching ability. 
Experienced, self-motivated family man, 35-50. Send 
resume and video tape to Church of Christ, 1121 N. 
Military Road, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304. For further 
infonnation call elders, Alfred Hartwigsen (716) 283-
1214, or Wesley Varney (716) 693-1643. 
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FOR SALE 
BASIC BffiLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of Please give us the books and Bibles you no longer 
thousands of scripture references, each summarized need or use, and we witt ship them to missionaries 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged and schools of preaching overseas. Attalla Church 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, of Christ, 503 Hughes Ave., Attalla, AL 35954. lOS
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 547-8053, 205-538-1837. 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a --------------
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THB 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Petl City, AL 
studies focused on the simplicity and power ofNew 35125. 3rd Annual Meeting-Oct. 8-12. 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to -Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

The Church in Transition to 
What? by James D. Bales is a 
critical review of Jim Wood
rufrs book, The Church in 
Transition, which is available 
from the Firm Foundation. 
We regret· that brother Bales 
teaches the marriage law of 
God does not apply to those 
who are not in a covenant 
relationship with Christ. We 
believe much harm has been 
done by this erroneous view. 
Still, his book refuting the 
false teaching of James 
Woodruff is well-done and 
the information needs to be 
available to those who con
tend earnestly for the faith. 
Cost is $5.00 plus $1.50 
shipping. Firm Foundation, 
PO Box 210876, Bedford, TX 
76095-7876 or 1-800-572-
3619. 

Mature Christian Lady. Live-in position at adult 
family home. Five-day work week. Caregiver to 
elderly, ambulatory ladies. Good salary with full 
home benefits. Vacation paid after one year. Call or 
send resume; The Cedars, 3551 Sorenson Road, 
Everson, WA 98247 (206) 966·2569. 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL 

OF 
BIBLE STUDIES 

• NOTUITION 
• TWO-YEAR PROGRAM 

• V. A. APPROVED 

Emphasis on: 
Sound Doctrine 

Evangelism 
Learning the Word 

David P. Brown, Director 
8900 Manchaca Road 

Austin, TX 78748 
(512) 282-2486 

Please put us in contact 
with prospective students. 



ELEVENTH ANNUAL DENTON LECTURES 
DUB McCLISH, DIRECTOR 
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God's Ideal in Marriage 
By Roger Jackson 

Genesis 2: 18-25 is a record of the first marriage 
and the creation of the first home. In the beginning it 
was just as God planned it- perfect in every way. It 
was not long before marriage lost its pristine beauty. 

Genesis 4: 19 records the first case of bigamy. 
There followed a shameful degradation of the mar
riage bond and the abuse of a divine gift. By the 
time of Moses, men were divorcing their wives for 
any reason. In Deuteronomy 24: 1-4 this abuse was 
because of the hardness of their hearts. God made it 
plain before the close of the Old Testament that he 
hated divorcing (Mal. 2: 16). 

In answer to the question, "Is it lawful for a man 
to put away his wife for every cause?" Jesus answered 
an implicit, "No." There is only one scriptural cause 
for putting away, and that is fornication (Matt.19:3,9). 
Divorce is not God's ideal in marriage. 

Modem enemies of the home are wrecking God's 
ideal marriage. Divorce destroys marriages and is 
available for almost any frivolous excuse. It has not 
helped society to make divorce readily available, as 
its advocates have ins isted it would. It has left us 
with more homeless and one-parent children than 
ever before in the history of this nation. We have 
over 47,000 in Alabama alone. The social cqn.sump
tion of alcoholic beverages contributes to over half 
the fatal accidents on our highways each year. It is 
the culprit in nearly as many divorces. The use of 

alcohol socially contributes to immorality, which in 
tum breaks up homes and marriages. Humanism 
teaches atheism and Godless agnosticism, which de
nies a moral standard higher than human wisdom. 
The result is the contamination of the home that 
leads to its destruction. 

We need to ask what is God's ideal regarding 
marriage and then get back to it. No philosopher or 
marriage counselor is going to help us if we leave 
God, who created marriage and the home, out of its 
restoration. 

What do we find when we examine what the 
Bible says is God's ideal in marriage? 

Marriage is for the comfort, pleasure, and happi
ness of the Creator's people. In Proverbs 13:22 the 
inspired record states that the man who finds a wife 
finds a good thing. She is good for him because she 
was created that way. 

Marriage is for the comfort, training, and secu
rity of children. In the home children are to be trained 
" in the chastening and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 
6:4). 

Marriage is to fulfill the sexual desires of men 
and women. It is honored around the world in every 
civjlized society as an undefiled institution (Heb. 

13:4). 
Marriage is to perpetuate the human race. The 

idea of surrogate mothers would destroy the home if 
(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Family Values 

children. 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

There is a bill pending in both the Senate 
and House of the United States to amend the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 to include homosexu
als. If passed, the bill would do the following: 

Same-sex marriages would be sanctioned 
with all the rights and privileges belonging to 
legitimate marriages, including the right to adopt 

Schools, because they receive federal money, would be re
quired to teach homosexuality as a civil right and valid lifestyle 
(some schools are already doing this). 

News media, licensed or regulated by the federal government, 
would not be allowed to oppose homosexuality. 

Under some circumstances the church may be forced to hire 
homosexuals. 

Homosexuals would have the protection of federal employ
ment regulations and, under some circumstances, employers may 
be forced to hire a certain number of confessed homosexuals. 

The Attorney General of the United States would be required 
to defend homosexuals at tax payers' expense and prosecute any 
person accused of violating the civil rights of homosexuals. 

The House Bill is H.R. 1430, and the Senate Bill is number 
574, in case you want to contact your Senator or Representative 
and object to the legislation. A letter from you will be effective in 
help ing to stop the passage of the bills. Bill Clinton has said that 
if elected, and if the bill is submitted to him, he will sign it into 
law. 

In an attempt to aid and assist the passage of laws that will 
protect and legitimize immoral homosexual behavior, some highly 
placed government officials, many members of the media-per
haps most of them- and some leaders in education are saying 
they do not know how to define a fami ly. One technique for 
forcing undesirable and evil practices on unwilling subjects is to 
create confusion about the meaning of words. We have seen this 
done with the word gay. It is now being done with the word 
family. Some good men and women are saying they do not know 
what constitutes a family. 

Gang members in ghettos say they band together to create 
fam il y. Some of them have said they enjoy the gang because it is 



like family. Sociologists and psychologists say these poor be
nighted and misguided gang members are breaking the law, shoot
ing the cops, and burning buildings because they have been de
prived of family. They never knew the wannth and beauty of a 
healthy and stable relationship with mother and father. If they 
never had a family, then how do the gang members know the 
gang is like a family? They are the ones who do not know what 
family is, and yet their definition is what the psychologists accept. 

A family is "a man and a woman joined by God and any 
children born to that union." This is the definition given in the 
second chapter of Genesis and sanctioned by Jesus in Matthew 
19:4-6. It is as simple as that, and why educated people do not 
know it is beyond my understanding. 

Someone may say, "But what if the husband or the wife should 
die, is it still a family?" No; it is a broken family. If the husband 
or wife leaves the marriage, the family is broken. That is unfortu
nate and sad, but it does not change the definition of family. 
Under some circumstances we must do the best we can with what 
is left, but a family is still a man and woma.n having been joined 
together by God and living together. In the case of a broken 
family, whether caused by death or desertion, the shattered re
mains must pull themselves together and do what they can to 
survive, but that is not a whole family. 

The sordid mess in the lives of Woody Allen and Mia Farrow 
may be a case in point. Sometimes we can define something by 
seeing what it is not. Family is not a 56-year-old man sleeping 
with the 19-year-old adopted daughter of his lover. We hear a 
great deal nowadays about non-traditional families. The Allen
Farrow relationship fits the mold. Here is how Don Feder de
scribes the Allen-Farrow-non-traditional-family: "Her child by 
Andre Previn, their adopted children, her adopted children, their 
biological son, Mia and Woody playing house for a dozen years." 
That should warm the cockles of your heart. 

If we get confused enough about what a family is, we may get 
to the point where we will consider two men living together in 
gutter-type sex, as foul and rotten as can be imagined, to be a 
family. That is what the homosexuals want. They are joined by 
the radical feminist movement. If laws are passed to protect sexual 
perverts, we will see little Jimmy and little Bobby going prissily 
down the street, hand in hand, on the way to the courthouse to get 
a marriage license, and then some simple-minded preacher join
ing them together as ... as ... as ... well, as what? Women will 
"marry" women and have children by artificial insemination. If 
you think that is what God approves as family and sanctions as 
marriage, then you need to read your Bible some more. 

Another point: Family is the idea that sex is confined to mat
rimony. "Let marriage be had in honor among all, and let the bed 
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be undefiled: for fornicators and adulterers God will 
judge" (Heb. 13:4). Homosexual sex is by definition 
fornication. 

It is alarming and shameful that public schools, 
supported by your tax dollars, are showing children 
how to fornicate under the misnomer of sex educa
tion. Feder points out, "Children need to be taught 
about sexuality in the home and in the house of 
worship and not by a sex educator with a lubricated 
latex device in one hand and a copy of Heather Has 
Two Mommies in the other." 

Our young people must be taught family values. 
That means, to be brutally frank, teaching them the 
value of self-control and restraint, the sin of homo
sexuality, and the importance of "saving themselves 
for marriage." That is the only safe sex. It is non
sense to say that children are going to have sex any
way, and we may as well give them the best counsel 
about how not to conceive out of wedlock and how 
to protect themselves against syphilis and AIDS. 
Generations have succeeded in virginal living and 
waiting until the marriage license is signed before 
going to bed with each other. This generation can do 
it, too. May God give us the good sense to teach our 
children the value of virtuous lives. 

I know he got clobbered for it, and I know what 
they say about people who rush in where angels fear 
to tread, but it is still true that what Dan Quayle said 
about Murphy Brown makes sense. Here is part of 
what he said: 

4 

... right now, the failure of our families is 
hurting America deeply. When families fail, 
society fails. The anarchy and lack of structure 
in our inner cities are testament to how quickly 
civilization falls apart when the family founda
tion cracks. Children need love and discipline. 
They need mothers and fathers. A welfare check 
is not a husband. The state is not a father. It is 
from parents that children come to understand 
values and themselves as men and women, fa
thers and mothers. 

And for those concerned about children 
growing up in poverty, we should know this: 
Marriage is probably the best anti-poverty pro
gram of all. Among families headed by mar
ried couples today, there is a poverty rate of 
5.7%. But 33.4% of families headed by a single 
mother are in poverty today. 

Nature abhors a vacuum. Where there are 
no mature, responsible men around to teach 

November 1992 
Firm Foundation 

boys how to become good men, gangs serve in 
their place .... The system perpetuates itself as 
these young men father children whom they 
have no intention of caring for, by women 
whose welfare checks support them. Teenage 
girls, mired in the same hopelessness, lack suf
ficient motive to say no to this trap. 

Answers to our problems won't be easy. 
We can start by dismantling a welfare system 
that encourages dependency and subsidizes bro
ken families. We can attach conditions such as 
school attendance or work to welfare. We can 
limit the time a recipient gets benefits. We can 
stop penalizing marriage for welfare mothers. 
We can enforce child support payments. 

Ultimately, however, marriage is a moral 
issue that requires cultural consensus and the 
use of social sanctions. Bearing babies irrespon
sibly is, simply, wrong. Failure to support chil
dren one has fathered is wrong. We must be 
unequivocal about this. 

It doesn't help matters when prime time 
TV had Murphy Brown-a character who sup
posedly epitomizes today's intelligent, highly 
paid, professional woman-mocking the impor
tance of a father, by bearing a child alone, and 
calling it just another lifestyle. 

You know it is not fashionable to talk about 
moral values, but we need to do it. Even though 
our cultural leaders in Hollywood, network TV, 
and the national newspapers routinely jeer at 
them, I think that most of us know that some 
things are good and other things are wrong. 
Now it's time to make the discussion public. 

It's time to talk again about family, hard 
work, integrity, and personal responsibility. We 
cannot be embarrassed out of belief that two 
parents, married to each other, are better in most 
cases for children than one. That hard work is 
better than hand-outs or crime. That we are our 
brother's keepers. That it's worth making an 
effort, even when rewards aren't immediate. 

So I think the time has come to renew our 
public commitment to our Judea-Christian val
ues in our churches, our civic organizations, 
and our schools. We are, as our children recite 
each morning, 'One nation under God.' That's 
a useful framework for acknowledging a duty 
and an authority higher than our own pleasure 
and personal ambitions. 

Thank you, Vice President Dan Quayle. May 
your tribe increase. 11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77070 

~ 



God's Ideal in Marriage 
(continued from page 1) 

carried to its logical implications. 
God's ideal home and marriage involve one man 

and one woman. The creation of only one of each 
sex implies this. This teaches against the marriage of 
two women, two men, one woman to two or more 
men, one man to two or more women, group mar
riages, and communal marriages. When God made 
Adam a "helpmeet" as one preacher put it, "He made 
Eve, not Steve." Homosexuality and lesbianism are 
abominations to God (Lev. 18:22). This is a nauseat
ing sin. For it God severely reprimanded the Gen
tiles (Rom. 1 :27). It is among the sins of which .the 
unredeemed are guilty, but of which they must re
pent to inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9). 

God's ideal for marriage is one "helpmeet" for 
life. This word helpmeet means "an exact design for 
the needs of man." God designed woman for man. 
This also means he is designed for her. Together 
they fit the needs of each other. Other considerations 
regarding marriage matches involve personalities and 
personal traits. Two people go through a dating pe
riod to discover the presence or absence of match
ing characteristics. When we find the one who best 
fills those needs and more nearly matches (is com
patible with) our own personality, we marry. In that 
union we become "one flesh." It is the "coolest" 
union of a physical nature that humans know. Al
though it has nothing to do with marriage, Ruth 1: 16-
1 7 describes the kind of union involved in scriptural 
marriages. It has to do with staying close to the one 
with whom we are united until he or she dies (Rom. 
7: 1-2). Death is the only honorable means of ending 
a marriage. This will be the case in every marriage if 
we follow God's ideal. 

When God created woman, he did not take her 
from man's head that she should rule over him; or 
from his foot that he should walk over her; but he 
took her from man's side, to be a companion, from 
under his arm, to be protected, and from near his 
heart to be loved. 

God's ideal for marriage is one head. I Corin
thians 11: 1-3 explains the man is the head of the 
woman. No matter how many women's liberation 

movements we have, that is God's law. Women who 
acknowledge it are happy and well-adjusted. 

It is much easier for the wife to be dutifully 
obedient and submissive when the husband follows 
the instructions of Ephesians 5:23-24 to love his wife 
as himself. 

Paul says in 1 Timothy 2:12-14 that the woman 
may not usurp authority over a man and that this is 
not simply a church ordinance but is so because 
from the first God made it so. 

In the marriage bond there must be a unity of 
values and goals. This is God's ideal. Marriages will 
suffer if the significant goals and values are differ
ent. Of these goals, none is more important than 
going to heaven. Although there will be no marriage 
in heaven, it is a valid idea for couples to seek to go 
to heaven together where the relationships will be 
superior to marriage. 

When we get back to God's ideal in marriage, 
we will restore the home as God would have it, and 
the world's problem ofbroken homes and lost souls 
because of them will disappear. May God hasten the 

day· Rt. 3 Box 882 
Somerville, AI 35670 

New book on the work 
of the Holy Spirit 

~ 

"The Work of the Holy Spirit
Yo I. I" 

by Marion R. Fox 
Thoroughly researched 

420pages 
Hardback edition 

$14 plus $1.50 shipping. 
(OK. residents include 7.4% sales tax= $1.03/book.) 10% 

discount for orders of 5 or more. 
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Five F Publishing Co. 
4004 Twisted Trail 

Oklahoma City, OK. 73150. 
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Psycho-Quackery: 
A Trojan Horse III 

By Lindell Mitchell 

Because of boundless faith in what is consid
ered science, psychotherapy flourishes. Because the 
number of people labeled "mentally ill" js rapidly 
expanding, psychotherapy thrives on promises of 
change, cure, and joy. Promises of help are aug
mented by enthusiastic testimonials from people 
"cured" by psychological intexventions. (If I had spent 
fifty thousand dollars for a month of "treatment," I 
would be tempted to justify my actions, too.) How
ever, a growing body of research tells a different 
story about the effectiveness and limitations of psy
chotherapy. Due to the inroads of psychotherapeutic 
intexventions in society, we must ask: Do psycho
therapeutic philosophies and interventions offer 
Christians something better than the church has pro
vided since Pentecost? 

A landmark study conducted in 1952 by the 
eminent British scholar, Hans J. Eysenck, examined 
the success and failure rates of psychotherapy. He 
compared patients treated by psychotherapy with 
people receiving little or no treatment. The results 
showed a higher improvement rate in patients re
ceiving no treatment over those undergoing psycho
therapy. After ex~mining the outcome of over eight 
thousand cases, Eysenck concluded: 

. . .roughly two-thirds of a group of neu
rotic patients will recover or improve to a 
marked extent within about two years of the 
onset of their illness, whether they are treated 
by means of psychotherapy or not (Hans J. 
·Eysenck, "The Effects of Psychotherapy: An 
Evaluation," Journal of Consulting Psychol
ogy, Vol. 16, 1952, p. 322). 

Failing to demonstrate any advantage of psy
chotherapy over no treatment, Eysenck obsexved: 

6 

From the point of view of the neurotic, 
these figures are encouraging; from the point 
of view of the psychotherapist, they can hardly 
be called very favorable to his claims (Eysenck, 
pp. 322-323). 
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The weight of that statement is overwhelming. If 
(on average) people do as well without psychologi
cal counseling as with it, why bother? 

Since Eysenck dropped this atomic bomb on the 
psychotherapeutic community in 1952, the contro
versy has raged over whether counseled patients do 
substantially better than the non-counseled. Some 
years ago Smith and Glass reviewed a large number 
of research studies; their results were encouraging to 
psychotherapists. The review seemed to show that 
psychotherapy was more effective than no treatment. 
A massive amount of research was covered and highly 
sophisticated statistical instruments were employed; 
effectiveness had been established. However, such 
conclusions proved to be far from unassailable. 

The Smith and Glass report was critiqued in The 
Effects of Psychological Therapy, by S. J. Rachman, 
Professor of Abnormal Psychology, and G. T. Wil
son, Professor of Psychology. They cited many glar
ing errors and violations of sound statistical analysis. 

Smith and Glass are naive in prematurely 
applying a novel statistical method to dubious 
evidence that is too complex and certainly too 
uneven and underdeveloped for anything useful 
to emerge. The result is statistical mayhem (S. 
J. Rachman and G. T. Wilson, The Effects of 
Psychological Therapy, 2nd enlarged Ed., New 
York: Pergamon Press, 1980, p. 251 ). 

Donald Klein, Professor of Psychiatry, said be
fore a U.S. Senate Subcommittee, "I believe, that at 
present, the scientific evidence for psychotherapy ef
ficacy cannot justify public support" (Donald Klein, 
Proposals to Expand Coverage of Mental Health 
Under Medicare-Medicaid, "Hearing Before the Sub
committee on Health of the Committee on Finance," 
Ninety-Fifth Congress, Second Session, August 18, 
1978, p. 45). As a result of those hearings, 
Jay Constantine, Chief, Health Professional Staff, 
wrote: 



Based upon evaluations of the literature 
and testimony, it appears clear to us that there 
are virtually no controlled clinical studies, con
ducted and evaluated in accordance with gen
erally accepted scientific principles, which con
firm the efficacy, safety, and appropriateness 
of psychotherapy as it is conducted today (Jay 
Constantine letter, printed in Blue Sheet, Vol. 
22 [50] December 12, 1979, pp. 8-9). 

After an extensive review of the effects of psy
chotherapy, Rachman and Wilson made this stun
ning statement: · 

It has to be admitted that the scarcity of 
convincing findings remains a continuing em
barrassment, and the profession can regard it
self as fortunate that the more strident advo
cates of accountability have not yet scrutinized 
the evidence. If challenged by external critics, 
which pieces of evidence can we bring for
ward? ... The few clear successes to which we 
can point are out-numbered by the failures, and 
both are drowned by the unsatisfactory reports 
and studies from which no safe conclusions 
can be salvaged (Rachman and Wilson, p. 77). 

Psychotherapy has not proven effective as a treat
ment for chemical dependency. Newsweek reported, 
"Individual psychotherapy, the rehab experts agree, 
is notoriously ineffective in treating addiction (Jean 
Seligmann, "Getting Straight," Newsweek, June 4, 
1984, p. 65). A noted addiction researcher, Stanton 
Pe~l, asserts: 

~ong people in therapy to lose weight, 
stop smoking, kick a drug or drink addiction, 
as few as 5% actually make it (Stanton Peel, 
"Out of the Habit Trap," American Health, 
September/October, 1983, p. 42). 

A disturbing example of therapeutic promises 
contradicted by results is reported in PsychoHeresy 
Update, Winter/Spring, 1992. A series of articles 
originally carried in the Minneapolis Star Tribune is 

-cited. The· arrest, release, and re-arrest rates of rap
ists and child molesters in Minnesota are studied. 
Minnesota is one of those progressive states provid
ing psychological treatment for sex-offenders at tax
payer expense. 

The reporters investigated the records of767 rap
ists an4 child molesters convicted of firs~:.degree 
charges in the 1980's. They found that in Minnesota 
the average rapist has been charged with more than 
three sex crimes; the average child molester, with 
four. And the legal system hasn't stopped them. 

Not only has the legal system bolstered by psy
chotherapy not stopped them, one of the sub-head
lines declares: Arrest rates are higher after therapy. 

The data showed that Minnesota's sex offenders 
completing the prescribed program were more likely 
to commit new sex crimes than those receiving no 
treatment. The Star Tribune declared: 

Minnesota's much praised treatment pro
grams don't work. In fact, their main impact is 
to- keep many sex criminals out of prison. (If 
you are interested in this series, enclose a check 
for , $1.50 made out to the Star Tribune and 
send it to: Rape Report, Star Tribune, 425 Port
land, Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55488). 

Sadly, some brethren who are- psychotherapists 
are making unsubstantiated claims concerning the 
nature, degree, and extent of emotional problems in 
the Lord's church. In calling on two Christian psy
chotherapists to produce the facts supporting their 
charges of widespread incest in Christian families, 
especially preachers' families, I have been accused 
of vilifying them. If this is what constitutes vilifica
tion, so be it! 

When it is shown that widespread sexual perver
sity exists in God's church, especially among preach
ers, I will do whatever is required to help correct the 
problem. When it is shown that such problems exist 
because of a skewed concept of male headship com
monly taught in churches of Christ, I wi11 lead the 
charge against it. Until then I intend to keep preach
ing the whole counsel of God to an overwhelmingly 
sane, sensitive, and sensible brotherhood. 

If the lame defense offered by one psychologist 
for such silly assertions is the best the psychothera
peutic community has to offer, I do not expect to 
alter my present current course. This tepid defense 
for assertions of widespread sexual misconduct and 
abuse in Chri~tian families appears in an obscure 
journal. The journal is designed to cater to the whims 
of disgruntled liberals bent on "bold change." J. E. 
Choate called its editor a "cultic leader" who is "so 
controversial that his effectiveness is compromised 
beyond" repair in the thinking of many brethren" (J. 
E. Choate, ~~Prolegomena: The Second Incarnation: 
A Book Review," Firm Foundation, July, 1992, p.19). 

The. author makes incredibly ill-founded state
ments based on dubious research. For example, in a 
vain attempt to prop up the charge that churches of 
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Christ are afflicted with widely practiced incest, he 
says: "We must not assume that because sexual abuse 
is not obvious in church families it does not exist" 
(Paul L. Cates, "The Real but Hidden Problem of 
Sexual Abuse," Wineskins, June, 1992, pp. 8-12). 
(Paul L. Cates is an elder at the Harpeth Hills church 
where Gayle Napier is employed. He also is a coun
selor at David Lipscomb University.) First, no one is 
so foolish as to assume that such problems do not 
exist. Incontrovertible evidence clearly shows its ugly 
presence in America, and it appears to be increasing. 
However, no data has been produced which suggests 
that it is widespread among faithful members of the 
Lord's church. 

Second, no one has shown that such problems 
are the result of adhering to biblical mandates con
cerning family relationships. To the contrary, these 
problems have increased as brethren have strayed 
from the biblical directives. With such flawed rea
soning brethren could be proven guilty of any vile 
crime. For example, one could argue: "We must not 
assume that because bestiality is not obvious in el
ders' families it does not exist." Then we could as
sert that vast numbers of elders are sexually intimate 
with barnyard animals! Since we do not see it or 
even hear about it, this must be the last taboo! It's 
only the tip of the iceberg, so let's put all elders into 
therapy before it is too late! 

This bit of unguarded silliness is also offered for 
consideration: 

It would be tragic if we lost sight of the 
real problems of abuse in families within the 
church in a debate over whether one theory or 
another accurately explains its cause. We must 
not stand around and debate why the victim got 
run over while he is dying in the street (Paul L. 
Cates, "The Real but Hidden Problem of Sexual 
Abuse," Wineskins, June, 1992, p. 9). 

The real tragedy would ~e to charge ahead with 
dramatic interventions that are not needed or effec
tive. If a patie~t is suffering from a hemorrhoid and 
is treated for a heart attack, he is not helped. In cases 
of severe trauma no time can be wasted, but the 
attending physician must take sufficient time to make 
an accurate diagnosis. Having done this, he must 
carefully administer only those treatments proven safe 
and effective. When the police arrive on the scene, it 
is imperative that they arrest only those persons re-
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sponsible for the injuries. When the courts mete out 
punishment, they must bring punitive sanctions to 
bear only on the guilty. 

What we see happening in the Lord's church 
today is something quite different. Some charge that 
widespread abuse and sexual perversion is caused by 
conservative church leaders' insistence on adherence 
to a warped view of biblical mandates concerning 
family relationships. One speaker at David Lipscomb 
University asserted that 70% of our fami lies are dys
functional. Dr. Gayle Napier was quoted in two ma
jor newspapers as saying "conservative churches fos
ter incest." He also said that the biggest problem 
facing Christians families is that "we have so warped 
the concept of headship and submission that we have 
produced a pathological marriage model." 

Napier did not present these assertions as theo
ries; he spoke with authority as if he knew what he 
was talking about. When called upon to show evi
dence supporting the assertions, he initially denied 
making them. In a private letter he later grudgingly 
acknowledged making the statements but offered no 
evidence to support them. Instead he attempted to 
side-step the issue by saying we ought not to lose 
sight of the problem of incest debating about its cause. 
However, the central questions remain: How does 
Napier know instances of incest are as prevalent 
among churches of Christ as he says they are? How 
does he know that conservative Christians are the 
source of this problem? What evidence is there to 
indicate that he knows how to remedy the problem if 
it exists? 

Now this new champion, Paul L. Cates, has en
tered the field of battle in bold array. His colors are 
flying in proud defiance of his enemies. He has en
gaged us with puny weapons. From the obscure pages 
of Sour Grapes he comes with "scientific studies" 
purportedly showing widespread sexual dysfunction 
and abuse among churches of Christ. He proposes to 
provide hard data val idating Napier's assertions. But 
alas, only one of the studies cited was conducted 
among members of the Lord's church! This lone study 
did not examine instances of incest. It examined the 
degree of sexual promiscuity among Christian young 
people (plenty disturbing). Some of the studies al
luded to examined alcoholism, while others were 
concerned with spousal battery. Even if the studies 



cited are valid, it tells us nothing relevant about the 
Lord's church, because these studies do not look at 
God's church. If data indicated the presence of wide
spread incest in Christian families, it would not prove 
or suggest the cause was conservative Christians' 
insistence on doing what the Bible says. 

What this article represents is a desperate attempt 
to prop up ill-founded assertions emanating from radi
cal Christians within the psychotherapeutic commu
nity. If they could substantiate their ridiculous 
charges, they would have long ago. The house of 
cards is crumbling and great shall be its fall! Hope
fully men of moderation, balance, and biblical loy
alty from within the psychotherapeutic community 
will devise helping mechanisms consistent with bib-
lical teaching. . 

When such helping mechanisms are developed, 
they must possess a statistically significant number 
of reproducible observations and, above all, controls. 
These are imperative if the mechanisms are to be 
called scientific. Because psychotherapy has no sta
tus as a science and because it is nonsense as medi
cine, people choose it by blind faith. Psychotherapy 
currently falls short of the objectivity and the test
ability of science. 

If you find yourself in an abusive relationship, 
seek help now. Do not take it any more. Go to fam
ily members, elders, or the local preacher. Be sure 
that the authorities are notified. (I remind preachers, 
elders, and brethren, that it is a crime in most states 

to know of abuse and not report it.) If you do not act 
to stop the evil, it will be repeated. It must be ex
posed and put far from God's people; no denial, no 
excuses-action! 

To prevent abusive relationships from develop
ing, follow these simple steps. First, treat one an
other as you want to be treated (Matt. 7: 12). Dads 
and moms, resolve to treat your spouse as you wish 
to be treated. Do not neglect your intimate relation
ship (1 Cor. 7:1-5). Parents, show your children the 
consideration you desire from them. Children, treat 
your parents with the respect you want them to af
ford you. Second, husbands love your wives as Christ 
loved his church; love her as you love your own 
body (Eph. 5:25-31). Third, wives, be submissive to 
your husbands as unto the Lord in all things consis
tent with biblical teaching (Eph. 5:22-24). Fourth, 
children, be obedient to your parents in any matter 
consistent with God's word (Eph. 6: 1-3). Fifth, fa
thers, teach your children how to walk with God 
(Eph. 6:4). Ladies, if you run into difficulties, seek 
the counsel of an older Christian lady who has done 
well with her family (Titus 2:3-5). Gentlemen, if 
you have similar problems, seek the advice of a 
Christian grandfather who raised a faithful family 
(Titus 2:2). In all things be guided by God's word. It 
will out-perform and outlast the silly ~~·:terns of men. 

Deo Vindice, Box411 
Livingston, TX 77351 
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Has Man Outgrown the Gospel? 
By Allen Webster 

Time· is changing. The new soon becomes old; 
the modem becomes ancient; the technological break
through becomes yesterday's news; the popular be
comes lost in the latest; and the up-to-date is soon 
out-of-date. 

Eternal truth never changes. It reads the same 
today as yesterday and as it will tomorrow. It is 
"once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). Those 
who would change it become "accursed" (Gal. 1:6-
9) and find that it will meet them in judgment un
changed (Rev. 20:12). 

Modem man feels he has outgrown the ancient 
gospel. He thinks an absolute standard is obsolete. 
Exaltation of self and sensuality replace the idea of 
sin and spiritual death. He ridicules blood and the 
need for forgiveness. He scoffs at the virgin birth, 
sinless life, sacrificial death, and miraculous resur
rection of Christ. He regards these as myths of a 
bygone era. 

Has Man Outgrown the Gospel? 
Never! The only way man can outgrow the gos

pel is to conquer sin. He has not. "All have sinned 
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and come short of the glory of God" was true in 
Paul's day and is true today. Sin is still the trans
gression of the law of God (I John 3 :4), which can 
include violating one's conscience (Rom. I4:23), 
omitting a duty (James 4: I7), and lawlessness (1 
John 3:4). 

Never! God, not man, determines what is sinful; 
sin will not change. Men may call sin by another 
name, but that will not alter what it really is. For
giveness is still the most basic spiritual need that 
man has (Rom. 3:23; 6:23). The only way a person 
can be forgiven is through the gospel (Rom. I: I6). 

Never! The gospel is the power to overcome 
temptation (Eph. 6: I7), and man needs its power 
because temptation is still with us. Mankind has not 
conquered carnal desires. He still gives in to the 
lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life (I John 2: I5-I7). He cannot overcome with
out the power of the written word (Heb. 4:I2). 

Never! The devil is still "as a roaring lion" walk
ing about "seeking whom he may devour'' ( 1 Pet. 
5:8). Man is still in danger; therefore he needs the 
unchanged gospel, for it is God's great power to 
save. When humans can defeat Satan without the 
truth, then they will no longer need the truth. They 

. cannot. No one is strong enough to conquer the Evil 
One without an "it is written" (Matt. 4: I-Il ). 

Never! The soul of man needs food. If man could 
invent a substitute for "soul food," he would not 

need the gospel, but he has not. Peter stated that the 
soul feeds on the "sincere milk of the word" (I Pet. 
2:2), and Paul wrote that he could progress to eat 
"strong meat" from the hand of God (Heb. 5:12-14). 
The gospel fills those who "hunger and thirst after 
righteousness" (Matt. 5:6). 

Never! Man still needs a map to heaven. Men try 
to invent a roadway to heaven, but these maps will 
only get one lost. If we follow the road of "faith 
only" or the lane of "direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit" or the path of"once saved always saved," we 
are traveling a broad way that leads to destruction 
(Matt. 7:13-14). Only Christ and his gospel can lead 
one to heaven (John 14:6). "I must needs go home 
by the way of the cross; there's no other way but 
this." 

Jesus plainly stated the conditions by which men 
can reach much needed salvation. A sinner must 
believe in Christ (Mark I6: 16), decide to change. his 
sinful life (repent) (Luke I3:5), confess the sweet 
name of Christ (Rom. I 0:9-I 0), and be baptized for 
the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:4). We 
can choose to heed these scriptures or harass them, 
to read them or reject them, to respect them or ridi
cule them. Still, the same ancient gospel is the cure 
for all the spiritual ills of men! Why not obey today? 

Rt. 1 Box 38 
Tiplersville, MS 38674 
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Demurs and Replies 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

A dear brother wrote asking if the Firm Founda
tion is doing the· scriptural thing in exposing and 
opposing false teaching· in the church. He grants that 
what we say is "completely true and your evaluation 
is very likely correct." Still, he is concerned because 
the error taught by others is publicly noted and openly 
refuted. He wonders if we are showing the spirit of 
Christ in meekness and fear. Perhaps we·need tore-

. read Matthew chapter twenty-three. He closes with 
the plea: "Please join me in the rescue effort rather 
than turning them away." 
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I thought this letter deserved a reply and, since 
others may have the same reservations, it seems wise 
to print the answer. 

We do not claim to be always right, nor do we 
think ourselves wiser than others, nor do we suppose 
that we never make a mistake. We are· human and 
sometimes fail. Our infallible guide is the word of 
God. We are eager to teach it and to live by it. While 
we may be wrong, the Bible is never wrong-on 
anything! If what we say is according to the law of the 
Lord, then it is right, not because we say it but be-



cause God's word teaches it. If what we say is not 
according to the Bible, then we are wrong, not be
cause we said it but because scripture does not support 
it. 

This good brother is concerned because we some
times take people to task in a public journal. We do 
this in all love, "looking to ourselves lest we also be 
tempted." When a person publicly makes a declara
tion, then what he says is subject to public review. It 
must be reviewed as openly as it was presented Any
thing offered for public consumption must be cen
sured and reproved publicly, if it is wrong. Remem
ber, the standard for discovering if a thing is right or 
wrong in religion is what the Bible teaches. 

Suppose a person writes a book and distributes it 
throughout the brotherhood but in the book makes 
fatal errors. The writer may be capable and convinc
ing but wrong. Thousands may be beguiled by the 
false teaching. Conscience will not permit. a faithful 
child of God to allow that teaching to go unchal
lenged. To talk to the writer of the book privately 
and say nothing publicly is deceitful. We do not want 
the blood of others on our hands. 

If someone teaches something privately and does 
not attempt to publish it abroad, then we talk to the 
person privately, if we have knowledge of it. Most 
teaching of that kind never comes to the light of day. 
We do not snoop in closets to search out false proph-. 
ets. We do not consider ourselves to be watchdogs, 
but we are watchmen. The Bible says, 

But if the watchman see the sword come, and 
blow not the trumpet, and the people be not 
warned, and the sword come, and take any per
son from among them; he is taken away in his 
iniquity, but his blood will I require at the 
watchman's hand (Ezek. 33:6). 

The Bible cautions us about our obligation as 
children of God to confront and correct false teachers. 

As I exhorted thee to tarry at Ephesus, when 
I was going into Macedonia, that thou mightest 
charge certain men not to teach a different doc
trine (I Tim. 1 :3). If thou put the brethren in 
mind of these things, thou shalt be a good min
ister of Christ Jesus, nourished in the words of 
the faith, and of the good doctrine which thou 
hast followed until now (1 Tim. 4:6). Them that 
sin reprove in the sight of all, that the rest also 
may be in fear (1 Tim. 5:20). In meekness cor
recting them that oppose themselves; if 

peradventure God may give them repentance 
unto the knowledge of the truth (2 Tim. 2:25). 
Preach the word; be urgent in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long
suffering and teaching (2 Tim. 4:2). This testi
mony is true. For which cause reprove them 
sharply, that they may be sound in the faith 
(Titus 1: 13). These things speak and exhort 
and reprove with all authority. Let no man de
spise thee (Titus 2: 15). Beloved, while I was 
giving all diligence to write unto you of our 
common salvation, I was constrained to write 
unto you exhorting you to contend earnestly 
for the faith which was once for all delivered 
unto the saints (Jude 1 :3). Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they 
are of God; because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world (1 John 4:1). 

We have a mandate from God to know, love, 
obey, and defend truth. We are powerfully convinced 
that "if we tarry till the morning light, punishment 
will overtake us; now therefore come, let us go and 
tell the king's household." We have no election in 
the matter. As God is our witness, we love the souls 
of men too much to allow a perversion of truth to be 
publicly proclaimed while we cower in a corner. 

It is our observation that those who urge that 
widespread error be secretly corrected usually la
ment the wrong and do nothing. We are not of that 
number. We are determined to "be strong! Say not, 
'The days are evil. Who's to blame?' And fold the 
hands and acquiesce-oh shame! Stand up, speak 
out, and bravely, in God's name." 

Still, we have an obligation to be kind, consid
erate, and courteous as we "correct those who op
pose themselves." The impassioned plea to deal with 
false teachers in a spirit of meekness and fear is 
well-taken. We pledge to redouble our efforts to be 
civil and mannerly, but we will not be silent. We 
love the souls of men and revealed truth too much 
to permit false prophets to go unrebuked and false 
teaching unanswered. 

It is our purpose to study the question and not the 
teacher. We do not deal in personalities. We do not 
ridicule, though we may use subtle humor and irony. 
We do not demean, but we do reprove. We make 
serious effort at serious Bible study in a public forum. 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 
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Missionary Page 

What Is Our Mission? 
By Albert Gardner 

The church is divine and has a divine mission. A 
clearly defined purpose prevents misunderstanding, 
promotes the work we are to do, and helps us not to 
get side-tracked It seems clear that many have lost 
their way. They stay busy but still fail to do what is 
divinely appointed. 

One who is hired for a job but never knows what 
he is to do will be frustrated and cannot please those 
who hired him. We must know where we are going. 
Some who have failed or neglected to fulfill the 
mission of the church have turned to sidelines which 
usually involve recreation or social programs. 

The devil is not afraid of a busy church as long 
as it is not saving souls! As one reads the inspired 
history of the church in the book of Acts, one is 
impressed with the work of the apostles and early 
preachers. As they left one city to go to another city 
to preach the gospel, they had a burning desire to 
teach more people. They were never satisfied to stay. 
They had to go! 

Their purpose, as they went, was to make disciples 
by teaching them and baptizing them (Matt. 28: I9). It 
was this deep belief .that people were lost and the 
gospel would save them that moved the great apostle 
Paul to go preaching to the entire world. When there 
was opposition, he did not give up. At Corinth the 
Lord told Paul not to be afraid but to speak the word, 
"for I have much people in this city" (Acts I8: I 0). 

Why do we think our mission is any different? 
The gospel preaching that turned the world upside 
down, when softened and weakened, will be ineffec
tive. Can you imagine Paur s going into a city like 
Athens where his spirit was stirred because they were 
given over to idolatry and announcing his first lec
ture as "How to Feel Good About Yourself', and for 
the next three nights lecture on the "Psychology of 
How to Get Along in a Pagan World"? 

On the mission field, when souls are not being 
taught and won, it is easy to tum to social projects. 
These are not wrong and do have their place unless 
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they are used to replace the direct preaching of the 
gospel. When the apostles preached and people 
obeyed, churches were started, and they were off to 
another city to repeat the process. 

The mission of Christ is summed up in Luke 
I9: I 0: "For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost." This is our purpose, too. Every
thing we do should contribute to this purpose. We 
must not get side-tracked into some lesser project or 
into thinking that being busy is the same as being 
approved. 

Jesus told the apostles to go teach all nations, 
baptizing believers in the name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Now comes the "punch line" when he 
said "teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you." One thing he had just com
manded was "to teach all nations." This is how the 
Great Commission becomes our duty. As long as 
there is even one person in any nation of the world 
who has not been taught the saving gospel, we have 
not finished our job. 

Go on a campaign. Hand a tract to someone. 
The tract may stimulate his or her interest. Show the 
filmstrips to someone. Have a part somehow in the 
direct preaching of the gospel and know that you are 
doing what the Lord wants you to do. 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have com
manded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world (Matt. 28: 19-
20). Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned (Mark 16: 15-I 6). 

We need to do more teaching on the Great Com
mission. 

285 Hi/I-N-Dale Road 
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Proposals for a "New Hermeneutic" 
By J. E. Choate 

This is the last in a series of seven articles on the 
"hermeneutical crisis" now threatening conservative 
churches of Christ. Thomas Olbricht reports that "ac
cording to current prognosis, the churches of Christ 
are entering a 'hermeneutical crisis"' (CSC, 1989). 
A year later Randy Fenter sounded the alarm that a 
"hermeneutical fire storm is raging through the broth
erhood" (Image, 1990). Denny Boultinghouse sees 
the controversy in a different light. He wrote that the 
controversy between the "old hermeneutic" versus 
the "new hermeneutic" brethren has become so con
troversial that they are finding it "difficult to cany 
on a cool-headed discussion about the matter" (Im
age, 1990). 

To what extent is the foregoing a correct assess
ment of a troubled brotherhood? I would say that the 
rank and file members of the churches of Christ have 
heard little such talk if any. Few read Image maga
zine and hardly any have attended a Christian Schol
arship Conference. I undertook the task to read all 
the esc papers to get at the bottom of this so-called 
"hermeneutical crisis." I have set forth the facts in 
chronological order to tell the story as it was told. I 
will gladly correct any error of fact. My editorial 
opinions are entirely my own. 

I do not accept that a model of the "old herme
neutic" now or ever has existed. To be sure, there 
are hermeneutical rules and principles for interpret
ing scripture. The "trifold" formula of "command, 
example, and inference" are of ancient origin, begin
ning with Ezra and continuing today. It would not 
be possible to understand scripture without these three 
movements. What if suddenly the courts were called 
upon to abandon the "trifold" formula of "the law, 
precedents, and the opinion of the court"? You must 
imagine this because it will never happen. The crit
ics of this "old hermeneutic" inject still another di-

mension into the rubric. They allege that the New 
Testament is taken as a code of laws. I do not think 
so and know of no biblically informed brother who 
does. 

If the search for a "new hermeneutic" to replace 
the old one goes on, it is being kept a secret. Ron 
Highfield tells us that "we don't need to invent a 
'new hermeneutic.' It already exists and has for 
years" (CSC, 1990). Russ Didrey thinks otherwise, 
stating the fact that no "discernible plan for a 'new 
hermeneutic' is ever outlined" (Restoration Quar
terly, 1988). 

The "old hermeneutic" was concocted by a lib
eral element in the church of Christ. Biology stu
dents brought a mounted insect glued with parts of 
different insects and called upon the professor to 
identify the specimen. He pronounced it a "hum
bug." I have a question: Why are such a few of our 
brethren so obsessed with the consuming desire to 
divide the churches of Christ? 

Proposals for a "New Hermeneutical" Model 
Thomas Olbricht took the lead to propose the 

need for a replacement of the "old hermeneutic." At 
the very moment of his proposal, he begins "to hedge" 
in his options: "We are not so much in a her
meneutical as in a theological method or authority 
crisis" (CSC, 1989). Alan McNicol concurs with the 
assessment: "In my view, it is not a hermeneutical 
but a theological method that stands at the root of 
the problem" (CSC, 1989). 

Michael Casey sets forth his proposal for a spe
cific methodology for a "new hermeneutic." The 
deponents for a "new hermeneutic" share a com
monalty of agreement in their rejection of the "old 
hermeneutic." Casey explains: "I want to propose a 
'new hermeneutic' that grows out of a critique of the 
'old hermeneutic' of command, approved example, 

November 1992 13 
Firm Foundation 



and necessary inference." Casey alleges that, "The 
church is a story-formed community or a commu
nity of character that lives by the story of Christ and 
the early church. That story has been given to all 
Christians to live by" (CSC, 1989). And so it is that 
"life is a tale that is told," as poetically phrased by 
David and prosaically stated by William Faulkner 
that "life is a tale told by an idiot full of sound and 
fury signifying-nothing." 

Ron Highfield thinks little of Casey's new model: 
"Unfortunately, Casey's proposal is more suggestive 
than practical, for he never really tells how it works" 
(CSC, 1990). Olbricht offers the advice that Casey 
"needs to work out a story-telling hermeneutic that 
can set the parameters of the life and faith of the 
believing community" (CSC, 1989). 

Thomas Olbricht submits his proposal that he 
says is endorsed by front runners in Nashville and 
other places: "Scripture is not a constitution or code 
book as envisioned by the 'old hermeneutic' but is a 
love letter from God." And he adds: "I believe that 
God's relentless love for mankind made in his image 
is the beginning point for the story and its form" 
(CSC, 1989). Philip Slate sees it differently: "I have 
heard no real evidence for the assertion that the New 
Testament is a love letter rather than a constitution" 
(Image, 1991 ). 

The story-telling proposal of Casey is very "old 
shoe." Its classic form is phrased in the Graf
Wallhausen Hypothesis that the Bible is an accretion 
of Jewish stories, myths, legends, and ancient law 
codes. The name of Rudolph Bultmann comes 
strongly to mind; he said that "the true story of the 
gospel lies buried under strata of myths, legends, 
and folkways." In what essentials does Casey's story
telling model differ? 

An antecedent of Olbricht's agape is strangely 
like the agape theology of Scandinavia's most promi
nent modern theologian, Anders Nygren. He is the 
author of the book, Agape and Eros, which sets the 
standard for agape theology in this century. We so
licit Casey and Olbricht to bring us up to date on the 
accumulative "story-telling" and agape theology 
since the era of Bultmann and Nygren. 

Bill R. Swetmon would set up a model for a 
"new hermeneutic" with the most venerable of pat
terns. He begins by telling us there has been a ten-
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dency in our movement to almost totally ignore the 
historical approach to literature. "Rather we have 
approached the scripture as an arrangement of in
spired propositions (proof texts)." Swetmon states 
his intent: "In this article I should like to set forth a 
method of hermeneutic that has been almost totally 
overlooked by many of us" (Image, 1989). What 
does he mean when he speaks of the "historical 
method in hermeneutics"? 

Swetmon is actually saying that most of us have 
little awareness of the fields of lower criticism and 
higher criticism. In the centuries-old translations of 
the scripture, we start with the Septuagint (250 B.C.) 
and the monumental translations since. We have the 
language scholars in mind in the field of lower criti
cism. In the field of higher criticism, we have in 
mind the biblical historians and archaeologists who 
recover ancient civilization from dead languages and 
artifacts, each with its own story to tell. We all use 
and have boundless respect for such "world class" 
scholars and their books and dictionaries. I have seen 
the Rosetta stone and a part of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
The secular world of academia is just as thrilled with 
each new discovery as any biblical scholar. We think 
Swetmon has done poorly on this one. 

Michael Moss joins the chorus of the critics of 
the "old hermeneutic." He needs to explain such 
statements, and he can afford to do no less: "This 
author has a real distaste for imposing a system on 
the Bible," and "strict pattern theology must be aban
doned." And this one-"no longer can one simply 
argue that the New Testament church did it this way." 
Moss suggests that the books of Luke and Paul were 
occasional documents written in a time for a particu
lar audience which may or may not have a current 
relevance. And what are we to make of this state
ment: "One must reject a rigid theology which sim
ply transplants religious and cultural forms from the 
first century to the modern era" (CSC, 1989)? This 
is not the place to set up a critique of Moss's 1989 
esc paper. 

Randall Harris presented in 1989 a CSC paper in 
which he advocated a "hermeneutic of suspicion." 
The paper was not included in the 1989 CSC collec
tion which was made available to the public. How
ever, Thomas Burch wrote a digest and assessment 
of the 1989 papers, including the one by Harris. 



Harris is reported to have said that we should adopt 
a "hermeneutic of suspicion" since no one in this 
world can know the will of God perfectly (Image, 
1990). We would petition Harris to make public his 
paper that he may not be misunderstood and that we 
may in turn understand. 

Summary Statements 
The foregoing comprise only a small portion of 

the numerous articles and papers on the "her
meneutical crisis." All who pretend to a credible 
level of scholarship must keep in mind that the play
ing fields of academia are level. A player had best 
know his opposition by name and number. For the 
past twenty years, liberal brethren in our brother
hood have drunk deeply from the fountains of lib
eral theologies. They have largely gone unchallenged 
and have tended to view their critics with "learned" 
disdain. This has changed. 

There are those who consider it impolite to call 
names and address issues. In a paraphrase of Job, 
"we know that you know, and we were not born 

yesterday." We say to such brethren that we believe 
that a part of your agenda is to mislead churches into 
your yet undefined "New Age" church. You will 
succeed in part, and some memberships will inno
cently follow your theological "pied-piping." The 
bells are tolling, and they are tolling for you. School 
is in session, and we have the single-minded pur
pose to educate the brethren by quoting what you 
say. We trust in their intelligence to understand what 
you mean by what you say. 

My Proposals for the "New Hermeneutic" 
First, defuse the explosive "hermeneutical cri

sis," quench the raging "fire storm," and lower the 
rhetoric to accommodate "cool-headed" discussions. 
This can easily be accomplished by eliminating all 
the theological "gobbledygook" and returning to ba
sic Bible doctrines. This "old way" will be as re
freshing as this morning's sunrise and as old as time 
itself. 
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Inspired Scripture Under Attack 
By Earl Trimble 

Some say that the revelation of God's will for 
man today is not exclusively in inspired scripture. 
Others wrest our Lord's words, spoken to the Jews 
in John 5:39-40, to discredit inspired writing as God's 
way of revealing Jesus Christ and salvation to the 
world. 

"Y e search the scriptures, because ye think that 
in them ye have eternal life; and these are they which 
bear witness of me; and ye will not come to me, that 
ye may have life" (John 5:39-40). 

Some false teachers use these two verses to teach 
eternal life results from people's having a personal 
encounter with Jesus instead of from searching the 
scriptures. This erroneous idea has Jesus saying: 

You people search the scriptures, because 
you mistakenly think that in them you have 
eternal life. However, the scriptures merely bear 

witness of me. You are seeking life through the 
scriptures, and therefore you will not come to 
me that you may have life. 

This teaching is a corruption of the text and an ef
fective denial of many other passages. It is a per
verted gospel. 

Formerly, destructive biblical criticism was heard 
only from infidels and some denominationalists who 
did not want to accept certain requirements of Bible 
teaching. Today some of our own brethren teach this 
perversion of the Lord's words. This view is a denial 
of the crucial role of scripture in man's salvation. 

We are hearing it said in our own fellowship that 
we need to have a "personal relationship" or "en
counter" with God or Jesus. Some mistakenly say 
we ar~ to know Jesus directly outside the inspired 
written revelation. Some explain that Jesus assailed 
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the Pharisees for seeking eternal life through scripture 
instead of having a personal relationship with the 
Savior. We hear that we are to "see Jesus personally 
revealed to us in our Christian walk." 

The Bible speaks of Jesus as the "Savior of the 
world" (1 John 4:14). Saving lost humanity was our 
Lord's earthly mission (Luke 19:1 0). The question is: 
How does Jesus save mankind? The assertion of false 
teachers proclaiming a perverted gospel is that God is 
a ''transcendent" God, and therefore his full truth tran
scends his revealed word. 

The question arises: If God could better and more 
fully transmit his will by impressing it directly upon 
the human heart, why did he choose to impart any 
part of his will by using the inferior means of scrip
ture? If God does choose to reveal knowledge of 
deeper truth directly to all mankind, why did he not 
also do ·so with less important truth? If he conveys 
some truth by appealing to Irian's sense of hearing, 
seeing, feeling, tasting, and thinking, why could God 
not convey all truth in the same way? The Holy Spirit 
speaks expressly on this point. "For seeing that in the 
wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew 
not God, it was God's good pleasure through the fool
ishness of the preaching to save them that believe" ( 1 
Cor. 1 :21 ). One well-worn passage says: 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for in
struction which is in righteousness. That the man 
of God may be complete, furnished completely 
unto every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The context of John 5:39-40 shows Jesus attacked 

those Jews for their failure to accept what the scrip
tures said about him. He did not say look for some 
proof outside the written record. The Lord accused 
these Jews of reading the Bible but not believing 
what it said and accepting him as the Messiah. The 
scriptures pointed to Jesus as the Christ of Jehovah, 
and that was sufficient. 

The Savior was not downplaying the impor
tance of scripture as it bears upon eternal life. The 
very opposite is true. Jesus continually pointed 
people toward the scriptures (Matt. 21 :42; Luke 
1 0:26). Had the Jewish people believed Moses and 
accepted his teaching concerning the Messiah, they 
would have believed and accepted Jesus because, 
as Jesus said, "If ye believed Moses, ye would be
lieve me; for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not 
his writings, how shall ye believe my words?" (John 
5:46-47). 

Jesus called his spoken message spirit and life 
(John 6:63). Later Peter said, "Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of eternal life" (John 
6:68). Our Savior associated eternal life with the 
message-his words. Jesus taught that we are to 
know him by the written record instead of by per
sonal encounter and confrontation. "These are writ
ten, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in 
his name" (John 20:31). We believe on Jesus 
through the words of the apostles (John 17:20). 
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Have You Taught Yourself Lately? 
By Terry M. Hightower 

A lady came to a stop at the red light. She was 
directly behind a car filled with young children, driven 
by their mother, and bearing a big bumper sticker: 
Honk-If You Love Jesus. So the lady in the second 
car gave a friendly push on the hom, whereupon the 
mother in the car up front stuck her head out of the 
window, swore profusely, and yelled, "Can't you see 
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the light's still red?" 
Isn't this a little bit like all of us? While we 

may give "lip service" to the gospel of Christ as 
our ethical standard and even use such to severely 
criticize others around us when they violate plain 
passages of God's divine word, we personally "fall 
short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). 



Paul honestly and openly admitted: 

For we know that the law (God's perfect ethi
cal standard for mankind-in this case he re
fers specifically to the Old Testament) is spiri
tual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. For that 
which I do I know not: for not what I would, 
that do I practice; but what I hate, that I 
do .... For I know that in me, that is, in my 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing: for to will is 
present with me, but to do that which is good is 
not. For the good which I would I do not: but 
the evil which I would not, that I practice (Rom. 
7:14-19). 

Tell me, do you do things you know are unethi
cal or just plain wrong? Do you sometimes find your
self aware of a certain specific good you realize ought 
to be done, but then for some reason you refuse to 
do it? (If you don't relate to this, perhaps your "ethi
cal indicator light" called a conscience either has a 
dead bulb or is starting to dim!) 

In our more sober moments, most of us agree 
with the apostle Paul's assessment that we "delight 
in the law of God after the inward man" but we also 
"see a different law in our members warring against 
the law of our mind, and bringing us into captivity 
under the law of sin which is in our members" (Rom. 
7:22)~ That is, our carnality wins out over what we 
know is right. No doubt thousands know about the 
wrongness of recreational drugs such as alcohol and 
cocaine, about the error of adultery, about sinful secu
lar music, about racism, about homosexuality, about 
failure to help the poor, and about stealing and ly
ing. Yet they must proclaim, "Wretched man that I 
am! Who shall deliver me out of the body of this 
death?" (Rom. 7:24). 

"Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot 
cease from sin," they promise new Christians "lib

. erty, while they themselves are bondservants of cor
ruption" (2 Pet. 2: 14, 19). 

Since mere human philosophies are "not of any 
value against the indulgence of the flesh" (Col. 
2:23b ), so that "I of myself with the mind, indeed, 
serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of 
sin" (Rom. 7:25b), where, oh, where can I find de
liverance from this hell-bound situation? "I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord" that I now have 
the greatest possible motivation 

in Christ Jesus: who, existing in the form of 

God, counted not the being on an equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied him
self, taking the form of a setvant, being made 
in the likeness of men, and being found in fash
ion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient even unto death, yea, the death of the 
cross (Rom. 7:25; Phil 2:5-8). 

This is no man-made philosophy but is historical 
fact! 

Death is not the end! We may "attain unto the 
resurrection from the dead ... through faith in Christ" 
(Phil. 3:11 ). With Paul, let us declare: 

Not that I have already obtained, or am 
already made perfect: but I press on, if so be 
that I may lay hold on that for which also I was 
laid hold on by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count 
not myself yet to have laid hold: but one thing 
I do, forgetting the things which are behind, 
and stretching forward to the things which are 
before, I press on toward the goal unto the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 
3:12-14). 

Beware regarding yourself as a wonderful child 
of God, bearing the name of a Christian, resting 
upon the law of Christ, and glorying in God, know
ing his will, approving the things that are excellent, 
being instructed out of the law, being confident that 
you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to them 
that are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a 
teacher of babes, having in the law of the New Tes
tament the form of knowledge and of the truth while 
you transgress it yourself. "Thou therefore that 
teachest another, teachest thou not thyself?" (Rom. 
2:17-21). 
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(The following is another article by G. C. Brewer refuting the liberalism of neo-orthodoxy. Reading 
Brewer's article would lead one to believe that brother Brewer had just finished reading the most recent 
edition of Wineskins or Ima~e or The Second Incarnation or The Church in Transition or some other such 
liberal nonsense. It is amazing that Brewer wrote the articles in this series in 1955. They were printed in the 
Gospel Advocate.) 

Grace and Law: 
Legalism and Liberalism-Part III 

By G. C. Brewer 

The three men who were mentioned in a former 
article as having written booklets that have come to 
me for review are, by no means, the only men who 
are today making an issue of "legalism," "liberal
ism," and points that are in a general way, either 
correctly or incorrectly, included in those terms. 

Some men have filed a bill of complaints against 
us on those points and have departed to the denomi
nations and are seeking recognition at the courts 
ecclesiastic. Others are endeavoring to stay with us 
but are seeking to reform us. They hope to teach 
legalists to cease to rely upon codes and to trust 
Christ. A noble endeavor, truly! However, these breth
ren are teaching that when one trusts Christ, one is at 
liberty to disregard the word of Christ! They will, it 
is true, deny this and will say that when one trusts 
Christ, one will truly obey Christ-not just conform 
to a legal requirement. Again they state a truth, but it 
will be found upon further pursuing this point that 
these "reformers" contend that any sincere sacrifice 
and service offered in the name of Christ is true 
obedience to Christ! Since we are not under law, but 
under grace, they insist that we have "liberty" to do 
things in the service of the Lord that the Lord has 
not authorized. If we seek for a passage of scripture 
to justify any practice, we announce ourselves as 
legalists. We would be conforming to a creed, limit
ing ourselves by restrictions and exactions of the 
most rigid kind an4, therefore, we are again ruled by 
law instead of by grace. 

The points that these men make are not new. 
They have been met and refuted by gospel preachers 
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all the way from Paul down to James Bales. How
ever, we shall here enumerate some of the points 
and again attempt to answer them. 

1. Not Modernism but 
Neo-Orthodoxy 

Some of those who are writing upon legalism 
are today accused of being modernists because they 
are thought to be repudiating the Bible as a rule of 
faith and as a standard by which we regulate our 
lives. My observation is, however, that these writers 
are not modernists. Certainly there is nothing mod
em in any argument they make, but then that is true 
of real modernists, anyway. But these writers seem 
to me to be influenced by what is known as "neo
orthodoxy." This is a swing back from modernism. 
It really means "new orthodoxy." Modernism has 
been shown to be nothing short of materialism and 
little short of atheism. It did not have enough reli
gion in it to attract religious people or to appeal to 
the religious element in man's soul at all and, there
fore, it was a complete failure. Communjsm, in all 
of its brutal behavior and pagan morals, is only the 
result, and the logical result, of modernism. There
fore, the religious thinkers have begun to swing back 
to orthodoxy. This neo-orthodoxy accepts the Bible 
as the word of God. It takes the word as the basis of 
our faith. It, therefore, appeals to the scriptures and 
claims great reverence for revealed truth. Yet this 
neo-orthodoxy, if I understand it, claims that while 
faith is based upon the word of God, it can reach far 
beyond the literal word or what is revealed in human 



language. Men become acquainted with the Lord 
through his word and then they grow intimate with 
him through personal consecration and through spiri
tual exaltation. Their spiritual superiority gives them 
exemption from all technicalities and enables them 
to see that discussions of doctrinal issues are but 
crudities. They, of course, do not feel that they are 
limited by the written word. The written word is es
sential; it is inspired; it must be believed; but the 
really consecrated Christian can penetrate into an in
ner meaning of the word and have a much broader 
vision, a much more sublime faith, and a much deeper 
spirituality than the man who adheres to what the 
word says. A man who limits the meaning of the 
words to their dictionary definition is not in harmony 
with the neo-orthodox practice. He must be able to 
see a meaning of which lexicographers know noth
ing. 

2. True Faith May Choose Its Own Way of 
Expressing Itself 

This sublime faith may express itself in acts, and 
baptism is a noble act which is intended to express 
the faith that is in the heart and to commit the soul to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and, therefore, is a beautiful 
symbol. (This idea applies only to those of our breth
ren who are of the neo-orthodox views); but the faith 
is there before this act, and it may be expressed by 
other acts and, therefore, baptism must not be made a 
condition of salvation-at least, not an "essential" 
condition of salvation. One young brother with whom 
I have talked says that there is a literal baptism, but 
that there is also a spiritual baptism and that the lit
eral baptism without the spiritual baptism would be 
wholly useless and invalid, whereas, the spiritual bap
tism without the literal baptism would be adequate. 
Both are good, but only the spiritual is essential. 
Other outward acts of consecration express this sub
lime faith which saves the soul. 

3. The Old "You Can and Can't" Argument 
Revived 

A third argument that is involved in this present 
controversy about law and liberty is as to what are 
the conditions of salvation. Some of the boys, who 
are unfortunately confused in this matter, take the 
position that salvation is not conditional at all; that it 

is a gift of God and is not of man in any sense and, 
therefore, man receives salvation only as a divine 
bestowal. Others will have to admit that it is condi
tional, and yet they limit the conditions, or at least 
they state only the one condition, that is, faith. Their 
doctrine is: Believe and be saved. This condition is 
not physical, does not embrace any overt act; it is a 
condition of the soul. The usual argument to sustain 
this position is made by these neophytes. They say 
that if salvation depends upon conditions, then one 
will have to comply with every condition mentioned 
in the scriptures before one can be saved and, there
fore, again it becomes a legal system. We cannot 
stop with faith, repentance, confession, and bap
tism; we must go on to do all the things Christ 
commands, fail in nothing and falter never or else 
salvation cannot be ours. This point will be thor
oughly refuted in the series which we are here be
ginning. 

It will not be necessary to tell any preacher of 
experience that all of these points have been held 
and advocated by denominational people for centu
ries. There is not a new idea in anything that these 
"superior" thinkers are telling us. In its rawest form, 
this doctrine harks back to Calvinism. In its modi
fied form, it is simply the doctrine of many denomi
nations now existing. In the idea of its sublime spiri
tual viewpoint, which exempts one from literal bap
tism, it runs parallel with Christian Science. In its 
idea of a spiritual baptism, it is simply borrowing 
the doctrine of the Holy Rollers. The argument has 
been made that the reborn soul does not sin, that it 
is only the body that sins, and the regenerated soul 
cannot sin and cannot be lost. Someone is going to 
ask, "Do we have any brethren who hold these po
sitions?" Well, it seems that we do. I, myself, have 
met one who argued every one of these points and 
avowed the conclusion that I drove upon him each 
time. Some of the others, who have been influenced 
by this neo-orthodox thinking, perhaps, have not 
gone that far. At least, let us hope that they have not 
and that they will be made to see the error that they 
are about to embrace. 

(To be continued.) 
G. C. Brewer, deceased 
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They Have Ceased Watching 
By Victor M. Eskew 

The office of a bishop is a good work ( 1 Tim. 
3: 1 ). It is to be taken only by those of high quality ( 1 
Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). The office yields great re
ward (1 Tim. 5: 17; 1 Peter 5:4). It involves the great
est responsibilities (Acts 20:28; Titus 1 :9; Heb. 
13: 17). 

Elders are to watch for the souls of the congre
gation they oversee. This duty is found in Hebrews 
13:17. 

Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account, that they 
may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that 
is unprofitable for you. 

The soul of every member of the local congrega
tion is to be watched over by the elders. When they 
stand before the judgment seat of Christ, they will 
give an account of how well they fulfilled this duty. 
This is an awesome and fearful task, is it not? 

Sadly, many elderships have ceased watching. 
Members involve themselves in all manner of sinful 
practices, and elders say nothing. False teaching 
spews from the pulpit and classroom and is over
looked Individuals leave the fold, and we make no 
effort to bring them back. 

The situation is like the one which developed in 
Ezekiel's day: 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, say
ing, Son of man, prophesy against the shep
herds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them. 
Thus saith the ;Lord God unto the shepherds: 
Woe be t~ the shepherds of Israel that do feed 
themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the 
flocks? Ye. eat the fat, and ye clothe you with 
the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed 
not the flock. The diseased have ye not strength
ened, neither have ye healed that which was 
sick, neither have ye bound up that which was 
broken, neither have ye brought again that which 
was driven away, neither have ye sought that 
which was lost: but with force and with cruelty 
have ye ruled them. And they were scattered, 
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because there is no shepherd: and they became 
meat to all the beasts of the field, when they 
were scattered. My sheep wandered through all 
the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, 
my flock was scattered upon all the face of the 
earth, and none did search or seek after them 
(Ezek. 34: 1-6). 

Several reasons might be given why elders have 
ceased watching for the souls of the members of 
their congregations. 

One of these is fear. They fear the reaction of the 
sheep if they faithfully practice their responsibility. 
They will be ridiculed and charged with meddling. 
They will be shunned and avoided. 

Another reason they have ceased watching is in
difference. They do not care that Satan devours mem
bers. Their only concern is meeting the budget each 
week. 

Another reason they fail is the overwhelming 
magnitude of their task. They look and see tens and 
hundreds who are their responsibility. To do their 
job properly would require hour after hour, day after 
day of energy-draining, heart-rending work. Rather 
than make the effort to begin, they push their re
sponsibility aside. 

If elders would faithfully discharge their respon
sibility, they could drastically change the present 
course of the church. Sin in the lives of members 
would decrease. Church attendance and contributions 
would increase. The office of a bishop , would be 
looked upon with respect and honor, as it should be. 

Elders, remember you will give an account of 
your faithfulness to your duties. May God not ·say of 
you, what God said of the shepherds of Israel: "Be
hold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require 
my flock at their hand .... " (Ezek. 34:1 0). 

1485 Catalina Road 
Memphis, TN 38 I I 1 



Morning and Evening 
By Shan Jackson 

If it were possible to arrange in some gallery 
scenes from the life of Christ, it would be a display 
worth seeing. Many rooms containing the matchless 
pictures woula have a variety of subjects showing 
the deepest sufferings and the highest joys. One de
partment would have over its entrance the word 
Prayer. Jesus placed tremendous emphasis on prayer. 

Many of the pictures in this collection of prayer 
would show the figure of a man going "apart to 
pray." In this frame all seems undisturbed and far 
from the busy haunts of men. Two pictures stand 
out. One titled, Morning, and the other, Evening. 

Morning 
"And in the morning, rising up a great while 

before day, he went out and departed into a solitary 
place, and there prayed" (Mark 1 :35). It is yet dark. 
He leaves the city and wends his way in the hours 
before sunrise. As the gray of the dawn appears, we 
see this man in prayer. What did it mean for him? 

It meant preparation for the day's toil. He con
sidered the tasks and opportunities of the coming 
day. He must be ready against its every demand and 
finds sweet communion with the Father before day. 

It also meant strength for the day and its endless 
needs. There must be strength to furnish courage 
and hope and vigor for the attack. So we, too, must 
seek strength for the day. 

It also meant that he gave to the day its tone. 
Every day has its tone-its atmosphere. Each day 
has its color. Some are "blue" Mondays or "black" 
Fridays, but he had none of these. For Christ every
day had· a tone of truth-a color bright and lus
trous-a spirit invincible. 

The picture shows the city waking up. Every
thing now is astir. Up and down the streets and paths 
go the disciples, searching for the Lord. Yet, still, 
against the sky of a beautiful morning, we see the 
solitary figure of a man in prayer. 

Evening 
"And when he had sent the multitudes away, he 

went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the 
evening was come, he was there alone" (Matt. 14:23). 

In the picture called Evening there is a mountain and 
a lonely figure. It has been a busy day crowded with 
opportunities to teach. Many have come to see and 
hear this mighty prophet. They brought their lame; 
he healed them. They were hungry, and he gave 
them bread. He elevated their depressed spirits. He 
sends the multitude away and urges his disciples to 
leave him alone for awhile. 

Then to the mountain, whose great shadows the 
receding sun is casting, goes that solitary figure. The 
disciples are far away in the boat; the last of the 
multitudes is gone; and Christ seeks solitude and 
prayer. What did it mean for him? 

It meant a recognition of God's part in the day. 
The day is done, and he thanks the Father for help 
and strength. So must we, with every closing day, 
thank him for his part in the work of life and give to 
him the glad recognition of a loving child. 

It was also a request of God to bless those daily 
labors. No matter how unpromising the day's task 
may have been, the Father can bless the faithful per
formance of it and make it worthwhile. So every day 
can have its pledge of success by asking the bless
ings of God, and he can make each day the best. 

It was also a humble thanksgiving for the privi
lege of service in his cause. Here was our Lord and 
Saviour thanking God for the opportunity to work 
and serve. To be a servant of the Most High is no 
small honor and well might the servant thank his 
Lord. No day is complete without ending it with 
deep communion with him who knows every star by 
name and sees our naked souls. 

These two scenes of prayer, morning and evening, 
are appealing to a Christian spirit. In each we see the 
solitary man of unceasing prayer. By the lake or in 
the mountain, before the dawn, or as the shadows 
creep, we see his unmistakable lesson. Let each day 
begin and end with prayer to uplift our hearts and 
seal our intents before his throne. 

P. 0. Box904 
Palacios, TX 77465 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

The Equal Rights Philosophy
Door to Confusion 

Charline Lemonds Sexton 
By Irene C. Taylor 

There is an adage which says that if a false state
ment is made often enough and long enough, it is 
likely to be accepted as truth. Having been barraged 
with the propaganda that the "liberated" philosophy 
is the. avenue for the discerning woman of the 80's 
and 90's, many have subscribed to its doctrine. 

We have for decades been informed that there 
really is no God, that we have merely evolved through 
aeons of time from lower forms of life. In more 
recent times, we have been "taught" that marriage is 
merely a form of slave-like service which women 
are expected to render to men. Listen to their own 
words: 

Marriage has existed for the benefit of men 
and has been a legally sanctioned method of 
control over women. The end of the institution 
of marriage is a necessary condition for the lib
eration of woman. Therefore it is important for 
us to encourage women to leave their husbands 
and not to live individually with men. Now we 
know that it is the institution of marriage that 
has failed us, and we must work to destroy it. 
(The Document: A Declaration of Feminism, a 
book by liberated women). 

There are men who have low regard for women, 
who do not treat their wives with love "as their own 
bodies" (Eph. 5:28). Such is not a result of fo llowing 
God's design. The fact that we do not practice what 
God intended in no way reflects on God's wisdom 
nor does it give license to berate marriage and our 
husbands. It merely illustrates our foolish rebell ion. 

Having convinced some that marriage is "out," it 
is not at all surprising that the divorce rate has seen a 
steady climb. With the advent of no-fault divorce, 
women have found it increasingly easy to leave the 
marriage and set out to "find" themselves. What they 
have found has not been the utopia they expected, 
and many are now living on the poverty level. 
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Motherhood has also been relegated to the unde
sirable. "The greatest oppression of woman is that 
women get pregnant, and men do not! The second 
drudgery is that women must take care of babies" 
(quote from a speech against Women's Liberation 
given at Pro-Family, Pro-Life Coalition, Houston, 
TX, November 19, 1977). 

God's holy word speaks of those who are "with
out natural affection" (Rom. I :31; 2 Tim. 3 :3). What 
can be more unnatural than the mother who feels 
her precious children are an albatross rather than a 
gift from God? 

How can the Christian mother equate the satis
faction of rearing God-fearing children with the mi
nuscule benefits of a secular career? And, yes, I 
have experienced both careers. While it is sometime 
necessary for a mother to work outside the home, 
surely the Christian mother recognizes where the 
real power and influence reside. 

Many women have been convinced that they 
must work because they must acquire "things" to be 
somebody. In reality, more careful planning could 
allow them to remain at home and take care of real 
priority matters. 

One liberated woman openly declared that home
making was degrading and was only for the 
uneducated. Anyone, she averred, can clean house 
and cook! I deny that homemaking is not challeng
ing. One who makes that statement has not really 
given homemaking a try! First and foremost, home
making, as opposed to housecleaning, is much more 
than cooking and cleaning. To state otherwise is to 
display rank ignorance of the beauty of that career. 

More and more, mothers are being convinced 
that they are better mothers if they leave the care of 
their children to the professionals such as a day care 



center, called "development" centers. A real push 
was made for government funded centers to free 
mothers of their burden and/or permit them to pur
sue more meaningful careers. Bear in mind that gov
ernment funding means government control. Parents 
would have little, if any, control over what the chil
dren were taught. (Examine what has happened to 
our public school systems after the acceptance of 
federal funds.) That opens the door for the feminist 
doctrine to be ingrained in our children at an early, 
impressionable age. 

By the year 2000 we will, I hope, raise our 
children to believe in human potential, not God 
(Gloria Steinem). 

The fact that children are raised in fami
lies means there's no equality .. · . .In order to 
raise children with equality we must take them 
away from families and communally raise them 
.... (Dr. Mary Jo Bane). 

With marriage outmoded and children whisked 
out of the home, moral restraints can be weakened 
or eliminated. Who will deny the downgrade of the 
moral standards in today's society? What once was 
known to be wrong is now openly practiced and 
largely accepted. Young people are advised to live 
with one of the opposite sex for a trial period to test 
compatibility. Such, they are told, will strengthen 
chances of a strong marriage-should they ever de
cide to tie the knot. 

How surprised some are to find that this is not 
the case! Rather, it has created a whole new set of 
problems. Extra-marital affairs were also touted as a 
means of "strengthening" the marriage bond by add
ing variety. and eliminating boredom! We have seen 
the effect such has on marriage, and it has not been 
as promised. God, in his wisdom, told us that in the 
beginning of time, but we have not listened. 

The alarming rise in emotional problems experi
enced by today's children is.appalling. And psychia
trists are now admitting that the instability of the 
home is a primary factor. The child who endures a 
constant parade of parent swapping, whether via di
vorce or live-ins, can feel no security. Such is rank 
child abuse! 

Sex. education has fanned the emotional instabil
ity of our youth. Consistency is thrown out the door 
when we cry: "Just say no" to drugs (except dad and 
mother's alcohol and nicotine) but not to sex. In-

stead of teaching abstinence, we are told to give 
them condoms and teach them "safe sex." What a 
misnomer! The only "safe sex" is no sex until mar
riage and then only with one's marriage partner. 
Despite all cries to the contrary, AIDS has certainly 
been spread by promiscuity if not created by it. And 
innocent people are suffering the consequences along 
with the guilty. 

The cry for equality has muddied the clear dif
ference between man and woman. The thrust for a 
unisex society has been aided and abetted by the 
women's liberation movement. We have had to en
dure men's trying to look like women and women 
who want to ape the look of men. Meanwhile, back 
at the ranch our boys and girls are having a difficult 
time deciding just what role they should fill! 

What a price we are paying for rejecting God's 
design! By following it, woman is elevated and real 
happiness is achieved. By opening the door to the 
ERA philosophy, woman loses much ofthe protec
tion and dignity she once enjoyed. Box 464 
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Potpourri ........... . 
"The letter you published from brother Money 

concerning the appointment of the Methodist minis
ter to edit the Optimist is the weakest, sorriest, poor
est, sickest excuse for an answer I have ever read. 
And to think, he is the PRESIDENT" (TE, TN). 

"Sadly, I must face the fact (as I did some time 
ago) that ACU is 'gone!"' (TW, TX). 

"Your post script to brother Money's letter, re: 
ACU and the Methodist, was a classic. I've made 
several copies and will spread the word" (BF, TX). 

"May God bless you and all the others at Firm 
Foundation as you work in the kingdom. May you 
always teach and print the truth" (BJA, TX). 

"I should like to salute the excellent rebuke of 
the false teacher Osborn and his cohorts at ACU" 
(SG, AR). 

"You are doing a par-excellent job" (L WM, OK). 
Debate Coming 

In an upcoming debate Don Preston and Bill 
Lockwood will discuss the idea that Jesus returned 
in A.D. 70, raised the dead, made the final judgment 
of the whole world- past, present, and future-es
tablished his kingdom and fulfilled all prophecy and 
redeemed all promises. Preston affirms, and 
Lockwood denies. The debate in the Civic Audito
rium in Ardmore, OK, is Nov. 30 through Dec. 4, 
Wednesday night excepting, at 7:00 each night. 
Debate Goi11g 

Lynn Parker reports that on August 3 and 4, 
1992, Jerry Moffitt, Christian, of Portland, Texas, 
debated Robert Wilbanks, Jr., Baptist, of Corpus 
Christi. Willbanks affirmed: "The Bible teaches that 
an alien sinner is saved from sin by faith alone be
fore water baptism." Parker ·moderated for Moffitt 
and says Moffitt carried the day and proved "might
ily from the scriptures" that Baptist teaching is wrong. 
Moffitt merely stood pointing to Mark 16: 16: "He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that disbelieveth shall be condemned." It was enough! 
Sad Report 

Abilene Christian University is downsizing its 
staff according to an article in the Abilene Reporter-
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News. The reporter, Jerry Daniel Reed, says the 
school's 1992 enrollment is the lowest at any time in 
the past two decades. ACU has lost about 20% of its 
student body. Royce Money, the president of the 
university, is quoted as saying there will be 100 job 
cuts in the next two years. President Royce Money 
said in his inaugural address, "We will not sit still. 
We cannot go backward. We must move forward 
with courage and conviction." 

The school was founded by men and women 
with a firm conviction that the Bible is the inerrant 
word of God. They presented a unique educational 
opportunity because the Bible was featured and its 
instruction followed. There has been considerable 
slippage from this high ground in recent years. Par
ents who want their youngsters taught in an environ
ment of good strong Bible emphasis are looking else
where. Parents who have no strong Bible conviction 
turn to the more prestigious schools. Abilene Chris
tian is drifting-and the drift is downward. Very 
sad! It is correctable if the board of directors is will
ing to make some tough decisions about faculty and 
direction, or else ACU will continue to be a second
rate school with nothing special to offer. 
Footwashi11g 

Charles Hodge, preacher for the Duncanville 
church in Dallas, Texas, is recornrnending footwash
ing as a cure-all for relationships and spiritual matu
rity. He says, "Footwashing could save homes, 
churches, souls. Ifyou're on the outs with someone, 
go over and wash his feet." Hodge's cure for marital 
discord is footwashing. He wrote, "Husbands! Come 
home-wash your wife's feet! She will be thrilled 
and thankful. ... She will demand to wash yours. 
Try me out! There will be a bonding. In counseling 
footwashing could be great therapy. Try it!" Ques
tion for Charles: Did Jesus wash the disciples' feet 
to save them from sin and death and for bonding 
purposes? C'mon, Charles! Gospel preachers have 
long taught the lesson of humble service based on 
John chapter thirteen, while recognizing that 
footwashing in the absence of need is pretense and 



hypocrisy. Christianity is not theater but is practical. 
There is nothing either practical or beneficial in what 
Charles is trying to promote. Members of the de
nomination called the Church of God have long prac
ticed, once a year, going to the church building with 
their feet scrubbed and perfumed to go through a 
farce they called footwashing. They only make them
selves look silly! The pope does the same thing. 
Now Charles Hodge is doing it. 
Shelly Again! 

In the June 1992, issue of Wineskins Rubel Shelly 
complains that "Divorced people are treated as lep
ers in some churches. Ex-convicts are unwelcome. 
So are alcoholics, people with AIDS, prostitutes, bad
smelling folks ... '' (page 5). Divorced people may 
not be too thrilled to be linked up with prost~tutes 
and bad-smelling folks. Alas! Let's tell the prosti
tutes to repent and the bad-smelling folks to take a 
bath. Hope Woodmont Hills has lots of deodorant. 
Move Over, Oral Roberts 

The Midtown church in Fort Worth where Jim 
Hackney preaches reports that 

our elders went to the homes of two of our 
members to pray for their healing and to anoint 
them with oil in the name of Jesus. It was touch
ing to hear each man present pour out his heart 
to God in behalf of the one who is ill. It was 
moving to witness brother Wade Banowsky 
anoint these two individuals with olive oil in 
the name of Jesus. 

Alas! Alas! According to a recent report, both mem
bers later died. James says, "And the prayer of faith 
sha11 save him that is sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up" (James 5: 15). If James is talking about physi
cal sickness, then the healing is guaranteed. The two 
Midtown members who were prayed over died. Hack
ney and Banowsky ought to know by now the heal
ing James speaks of is not physical but spiritual. 
James is talking about curing sin-sickness. Elders 
pray for the sin-sick and anoint them with the oil of 
God's word. The sinner repents, and the elders pray 
for him, and he is cured of his sin sickness every 
time. It never fails. To prove the point, James says, 
"and the prayer of faith shall save him that is sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, it shall be forgiven him." In the 
very next verse James tells us to "confess therefore 
your sins one to another, and pray one for another, 

that ye may be healed. The supplication of a righ
teous man availeth much in its working" (James 5:16). 
Notice the use of the word therefore. It means "here 
is why" or "to assign the reason." So, James is say
ing, the sinner recognizes his lost condition and re
pents (this is signified by his calling for the elders); 
the elders teach him, thereby anointing him with the 
oil of God's word, and pray for him, and he will be 
forgiven. Confess therefore-the therefore ties what 
he is about to say with what he has just said and 
proves he is talking about the cure of those who are 
dead in sin and not about people who have a termi
nal physical illness. 
Nashville Eye 

Rubel Shelly is quoted in the Nashville Tennes
sean under dateline of July 28, 1992, as saying, "Hol
lywood is preaching to churches. Is it possible to hear 
what is being said? Or will the gulf of failure to 
communicate and irrelevance to life just grow wider?" 
Tsk! Tsk! Shelly wants us to learn how to preach the 
gospel and save souls by studying the irreverent and 
foolish antics of an actress named Whoopi! I am 
serious, folks; he really does! He clinches his argu
ment by saying that when he saw Whoopi portraying 
grace and Christian virtues on the silver screen in a 
movie called Sister Act, teens sitting behind him said, 
"Yeah!" and applauded! Well, that proves it! Still, 
there are some who may prefer to study their Bibles. 
These are the folks Shelly wants to change. He even 
dares them to change. He says they are afraid to 
change. They are not ready to exchange the teaching 
of the apostle Paul for the wisdom of Whoopi! Alas! 
Randy Boy 

The Dallas Morning News brings us up to date 
on Randy Mayeux, erstwhile preacher at the Preston 
Road church in Big D. Here is what the paper said: 
"Randy Mayeux, 41, pastor of the nondenominational 
Christ Church North, is shown holding a box of 
popcorn while standing in the ring at the Sportatorium 
and cheering on two wrestlers." This was the bro
chure a Hollywood-type advertising executive 
thought up to get people to come hear Randy preach. 
Mr. Mayeux's new church, the article says, "will use 
a 'seeker-targeted' Sunday morning service, with a 
band and the use of contemporary music; Wednes
day night services are designed for believers." Any
how, Rubel Shelly will approve. FE 
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(Introductory comment: I sincerely hope that eve1y reader of this j ournal will study the article below. 
The title explains its basic thrust-a tribute to a ve1y great man. His sister has been 11JY dearly beloved wife 
for more than fifty-one years. I met James Hemy Brauer when we both were in the seventh grade. I have 
never known a better person. Over a 62-year friendship we never had a cross word. I taught the gospel to 
him. I never-at any time-detected even the slightest bit of hesitancy on his part to accept any and all of the 
truth. Ordinarily, in our journals we see much more praise of well-known preachers than we do of great men 
who have served so well as elders. Surely Jim Brauer, elder, was a great and good man-a truly dedicated 
and faithful Christian. What better thing could be said about anyone? Please do read the heart-felt tribute 
by his son. I think it will do your heart good-Thomas B. Warren.) 

A Son Writes About His Father: 
A Most U ncoDIDion ''Co Dint on Man'' 

By Mike Brauer 

Any positive traits that I am fortunate enough to the truth, he had the courage and strength of character 
possess I first saw demonstrated in my earthly father. to obey it without delay. 
Of my many faults, I cannot name one that is due to I never heard him berate or raise his voice to his 
negative influence from him. He was not perfect, of wife, my mother. He often told me how intelligent 

r---~------~~~ 
course; but although I will not argue the she was and how well-respected. He would 
possibility, I do not expect to meet another frequently tell me of compliments she had 
man who is a superior reflection of the received from co-workers and acquaintan-
Savior in all areas of life. ces. He was especially proud of her for 

He started life as a common man from teaching the ladies' Bible class and the 
a humble background. He completed it as a close relationship she developed with the 
giant in my eyes, and, I believe, in the eyes younger women in the church. I never 
of the rest of his immediate family, his heard him belittle other people, except in 
grandchildren, kinfolk, and friends. He be- a general way to warn me of sinful influ-
gan his life with eleven years of know!- ence. 
edge from public schooling. (There were From my earliest recollections, I 
only eleven grades back then.) He left it with the learned by observing him that racial, social, educa-
wisdom of a lifetime of prayer and studying and tiona], and monetary distinctions have no bearing on 
applying God's word. individual character and worth. He had a heartfelt 

He was reared in an honest and hard-working, but concern for the lost, the poor, and the unfortunate. His 
non-Christian, family (although his mother did obey closest friends ranged from those with doctoral de-
the gospel soon after he did). But he had a conscience grees to those with grade school educations. He lived 
that would not ignore truth and the necessity of doing his religion in his daily life. None would call him a 
right. He told me that he tried several denominations, namby-pamby, a softy, or a weakling. His fellow 
but that he could not reconcile their practices with workers and friends outside the church knew where 
God's word. In his late twenties, after returning from he stood, but I don't think he was ever accused of 
World War II, he spent some time studying with Tom haughtiness or a "holier than thou" attitude. 
Warren. Tom was his brother-in-law, and they had I cannot imagine the word lazy being used in the 
been close friends since the seventh grade in Carrizo same sentence with his name. It was rare indeed to 
Springs. When he was convinced that he understood find him sitting down during the daylight hours other 
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than on a Sunday. He worked hard on the job and at 
home, and he made me work more than I wanted. He 
tried to teach me the importance of doing a quality 
job at whatever I did. I wish I had paid closer atten
tion. 

I remember an occasion, when I was three, when 
he went duck hunting with Clarence Carter. (Although 
I did not go on the trip, I was impressed by my Dad's 
report of it.) After that, he never went hunting or 
fishing without me. I cannot remember a single other 
instance when he went off by himself or with friends 
for his own entertainment or recreation. 

His father died when he was eighteen. At that 
time his sister, Faye, and brother, R.C., were still 
living with his mother. He took on the responsibility 
of supporting the three of them. After Faye and R.C. 
were grown, Granny lived with us with all three 
children and Tom pitching in for her support. After 
fifteen years, Dad was able to provide her a house of 
her own next door. I never heard or saw any indica
tion that he resented this or considered her a burden. I 
have never met a more unselfish man. 

He never considered himself a polished public 
speaker, but he never stopped trying to improve. He 
recognized the value to the Lord's work ofbeing able 
to express one's self well. He repeatedly urged Kaye 
and me and his grandchildren to strive to develop this 
ability. Although he was not comfortable with public 
speaking, those with anything more than a casual 
acquaintance with him "heard" some excellent living 
sennons. He had no inordinate ambitions in the realm 
ofbusiness. He was not deceived by the value that the 
world places on the dollar. 

He sincerely enjoyed the work he did with his 
hands and the touch of artistry and ingenuity he was 
able to apply to it. There were opportunities for pro
motion .which he allowed tp pass in order to remain at 
the welding job he loved. Positions of power, pres
tige, and leadership were not of importance to him. 

After repeated urging, he did agree to serve as an 
elder, after Kaye and I obeyed the gospel. He did so 
primarily because he honestly could not deny the 
need. I will leave it for others to judge his record of 
twenty-seven years in that work. In fact, the church in 
Liberty expressed their feelings in writing after his 

· twenty-fifth year of service. I know that God will 
reward him abundantly. 

I can't say that I remember hearing him tell me, "I 
love you." Some might consider this a fault, but there 
really was no need. I never doubted his love for me, 
and I possibly would have thought it a bit silly or 
contrived to thus state what was so obvious. The 
contrary possibility never entered my mind. Some 
people just do not verbalize their emotions and senti
ments as much as others. His actions and attitude 
expressed his feelings so clearly and eloquently and 
continuously that they could never be misunderstood. 
Although I sometimes was angry with him when he 
would punish me or would not allow me to do some
thing with my friends, I never remember thinking that 
he was being spiteful or did not have my best interests 
in mind. 

I have often wondered how I could survive losing 
him. I can remember being chilled by this thought 
throughout my adolescent and adult life. I still don't 
know. In the words of his sister, Faye, he was as solid 
as a rock, and I knew I could always depend on him 
for support and advice and encouragement and exhor
tation. 

He loved me enough to punish me when I needed 
it, and (now) I thank him for it. He often quoted 
scripture, especially from Proverbs, when it applied to 
a situation I was facing, but it did not seem to come 
across as "preaching." It was more like, "You're a 
smart kid. This is what's right, and this is what's 
wrong. God loves you and wants you to do what's 
right. Now why in the world would you allow your
self to do what you know is wrong?" 

Whenever I intentionally did something wrong 
without his knowledge, I was always much more 
concerned with what he would think of me than I was 
about the punishment if I should get caught. With the 
exception of God's love, the greatest single deterrent 
to sinful, rebellious, or improper behavior in my life 
has always been my fear of lessening his esteem for 
me. Although I know he would never have stopped 
loving me, I shudder when I consider that I had in me 
the power to hurt him more severely than even the 
cancer which racked his body. 

I am no writer, but I am the one in the unique 
position to relate these things from a son's perspec
tive. They say that you should never say "never" or 
"always." Without realizing it, I have seriously vio
lated that adage here. But looking back I find no 
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reason to make changes. I will make no apology for 
the honor I desire to heap upon this man. Nor am I 
intending to be insensitive to those who may read 
this, by implying that mine was the only good father 
who ever lived. There are and have been other fine, 
God-loving men that I have known and loved. But I 
will not let this one leave this life without some 
attempt to convey to my children, family, and friends 
what he has meant to me. Could I achieve half his 
stature, I would be more than content. 

I thank God for the supreme privilege of being 
his son as well as the son of Jim Brauer. 

3589 Highway 5 
Benton AR 72015 

(Editor's note: In this issue of the Firm Founda
tion we stress the importance of the family. This 
eulogy of a godly elder and, of course, a great fam
ily man says much about the beauty of a household 
shaped by Bible principles. We print it because James 
Brauer should be honored and because it is an im
pressive example for every human father. The Bible 
teaches "remember them that had the rule over you, 
men that spake unto you the word of God,· and con
sidering the issue of their life, imitate their faith ,, 
(Heb. 13: 7). "Let love of the brethren continue., /, 
also, knew and was encouraged by this saint-
Dobbs.) F, 
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Visit! Visit! Visit! 
By Phil Davis 

There can be little dispute as to the value of 
visiting. There is great good that can be done by this 
very small action. Consider the following: 

Friendships Are Made 
There is little that compares with time spent in 

someone's company to form and nurture a friendship. 
No one bonds in any full sense with someone whose 
company he or she never shares. The Bible says, "He 
who would have friends must show himself friendly." 
People forget this and accuse others of unfriendliness 
when in truth the complainant hasn't made ~y effort 
to start the ball rolling. Are you lonely? Visit! Is 
someone else lonely? He may need your visit. 

Ties Are Strengthened 
The bonds of brotherhood are strong because of 

our common experiences as well as our common 
beliefs. Even earthly brothers separated by miles and 
time may grow apart. But those whose time is spent 
with each other in pleasant interchange or in com
monly held challenges grow to love each other more 
and more whether the tie be in the flesh or in the Lord. 
Are your friendships shallow? Visit! Do you want to 
be a more meaningful part of others' lives? Visit! 

Encouragement Is Given 
The lonely among us are most in danger of disap

pointment and despair. How many are there who live 
alone and seldom hear a voice or see a face but on the 
television? We are social creatures and we are at our 
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best when we act socially. Too much isolation tends 
to give a person an unbalanced perspective of his 
world. Communication helps to mend many prob
lems. Those whose lives are being lived out as bleak 
existence can be helped most and quickest by our 
caring enough to visit them. Of course, this requires 
that we develop caring hearts. Is someone's faith 
wavering? Visit! Is your faith merely academic? Visit! 

Jesus Is Magnified 
Our Lord was the best example of the visiting that 

improves an unfriendly world. He ''went about doing 
good." Jesus found the needs of people and helped 
when he could without overshadowing his mission of 
soul-saving. He visited the rich and the poor, the 
gregarious and the monastic. The only visits the Bible 
records as unwelcome were to those whose hearts 
were perverse and hated the truth. Still, Jesus did his 
part, and no one could take away the merit of his 
actions. What was the result? The common people 
received him gladly. Men still follow him. The father 
said, "Well done!" 

What is the point of visiting? You may never 
fully understand its value until you participate your
self. The best part from a human point of view, 
though, is that your example may lead someone to 
visit you someday when you need it. 1505 Kellye Lane 

Seminole, OK 74868 
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Cotham'S Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Thomas E. Cudd was born No
vember 9, 191 1, in Wilson, Okla
homa. He passed from this life June 
4, 1992, in Abilene, Texas. 

After finishing high school and 
moving to Oklahoma City, Okla
homa, he married Ellen Faye Ferrill 

October 19, 1933. Soon thereafter he moved to Hend
erson, Tennessee, to attend Freed-Hardeman Univer
sity and better prepare himself to preach the gospel. 
This he fai thfully did for a total of forty-five years for 
seven different congregations in five states: Okla
homa, New Mexico, Colorado, Texas, and Nebraska. 
Before retiring, he preached for the church of Christ 
in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, for thirteen years. He served 
as an elder of the church in Longmont, Colorado, 
before moving to Abilene. 

Brother Cudd was a devoted preacher and a tire-

less worker for the Lord. He assisted several congre
gations in obtaining and erecting new church build
ings. He read and appreciated the Firm Foundation. 

He is survived by his wife, Faye, of Abilene; one 
son, Tim, of Bridge City, Texas; one daughter, Mrs. 
Cecil (Jane) McMullin, of Abilene; five grandsons 
and one great-grandson; also by two brothers, J. B. 
Cudd and Clarence Cudd, of Oklahoma; four sisters, 
Mrs. Isola Griffin, Mrs. Estella Claxton, Mrs. Millie 
Hannah, and Mrs. Carra Lou Brown, of Oklahoma. 

Royse Clay, Curtis Camp, and Perry B. Cotham, 
long-time friends, and Donald McMullin, a grand
son, conducted the memorial service at Elliott-Hamil 
Funeral Chapel in Abilene June 5. Grave-side service 
and burial were in Wilson the next afternoon. 

"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." 
1814 Santa Cruz 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

Ff 
Necrology 

Harrell 
William L. Harrell , an elder in the Dilton Church 

of Christ, near Murfressboro, Tennessee, died August 
17, 1992, at his home. He was a faithful and devoted 
husband, father and grandfather and a scholarly, wise, 
and sound bishop of the church. Services with con
gregational singing were conducted in the building 
where he had worshipped for many years. He is sur
vived by his wife, Irene; three children: Mrs. Jo Anne 
Kelton, Mrs. Susan Graddy, and one son, Billy. 

The work in Latin America lost a staunch sup
porter at hi s death. The Oilton church supports brother 
Jorge Saurez Vega, who preaches for the church at 
Tula, Valle, Columbia, and has also helped support 
work in Madrid, Medellin, Colombia, Nigeria, and 
Honduras. The Oilton church spends more money on 
others than it spends in support of its local programs. 
Burleson 

Edsel Burleson, ofBirmingham, AL, passed away 
July 28, 1992. Brother Burleson preached 47 years in 
his home state of Alabama. Jack Wilhelm, Tim Rice, 

John Wilson, and Tom McLure conducted the fu
neral service at the Palisades church building in Bir
mingham. He is survived by his wife, Barbara; five 
daughters, Mrs. Mitch Lollar of Alabaster, AL; Mrs. 
Larry Tacker, of Collierville, TN; Miss Ruth Burleson, 
of Birmingham; Mrs. Ralph Caudle, of Memphis, 
TN; and Mrs. Tim McMullins, of Muscle Shoals; 
three granddaughters; and by his mother, Lelia. 
Morris 

Mrs. Don H. Morris, wife of past ACU president 
died at age 88. Sister Morris has been recognized for 
her service by many organizations. She stood loyally 
by her capable husband in his 29 years as president of 
ACU. During the Don Morris years at Abilene Chris
tian College, the school took an uncompromising 
stand for the truth of the gospel and made no conces
sion to denominationalism or liberal ism. Sister Morris 
will long be remembered for the important part she 
played in promoting and maintaining good works. 

FF 
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DIRECTORY 
• • • • • • • • 

TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETI CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: Home or Florida School or Preaching. 
$90.00 for 3 lines; S 120.00 for 4 lines; $150.00 for 
5 lines; $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 lines. 
$375.00 for 8 lines. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 110876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 
SEND NO MONEY. 

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

TENNESSEE 

MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-
0617. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the evangelist 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 lith Avenue, . 3531. Sun 9• tO A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7=

30 P.M. 

ALASKA 

99701 (907) 456-4921 SEBRING-904 Fainnount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
. . Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 

CALIFORNIA McGhee, evangelist. 137 Souder Drive, Hurst, 76053. (817) 282-3239, 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Bill Clayton, 

GEORGIA Eddie Whitten, preachers. ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 

CHRIST, 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713}351-
PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 4649 S 9 10 AM 6 p M W d 7 30 p M H A 

6 W d 7 30 299-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles • un. • · ·• · · e · : · · · · 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., P.M., e . : inside 1-285) (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. ------

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 offl-75. Son Hwy 49 RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
(619)367-9400. Wewillcontactlovedonesorfriends. (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
Sun. tO, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
Stephenson, preacher. (912) 956-3719, 956-2099. P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER- MINNESOTA 
NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E•• St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6P.M., Wed. 7P.M.Call883-5022orMarvinMorrow. DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
minister, 883-5232. 2344 Nanticoke St.. 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 

P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 
central 

Cauaca OF CHRIST MISSOURI 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30. 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed.. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. St. Sun. 8:15A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. 

COLORADO 
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M .• Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

MONTANA 

VIRGINIA 

CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA 24073. Sun. 10, 
11 A.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 
382-7837. 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church St., 
Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M. 
Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 703-
382-7777. 

MAX MEADOWS-FT. CHISWELL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11, A.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, Yz mileS. I-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 10, II A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann M. Lee, 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, evangelist. 703-637-4244: 703-223-l787. 
minister. 

FLORIDA OHIO 
WYOMING 

RANCHESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST in the 
CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson RanchMart Center. Sun. 9, 10, 12:30. Tues. 7 PM. 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446- AFB .• 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903; 672-3097; 655-2563 
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M .• 6:00 P.M.. Lawrence. minister. (513) 878-1162. 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. 

SOUTH CAROLINA FOREIGN 
GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. W. D. II A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon. England. Call 
Jeffcoat, evangelist. minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 
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CLASSIFIED to Avondale--an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

THE .. BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church related 
matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Ads must be 
received by the first of the month to appear in the next month's Issue. Ads must be 
cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. Please give us the Bibles, books, and communion 

sets you no longer need. We will ship them to 

neither afraid nor ashamed to declare the whole missionaries overseas. Church of Christ, 220 PREACHERS WANTED counsel of god. Those interested can call (913) 665- Padenreich Ave., Gadsden, AL 35903-2439. 

Congregation of 125 looking for sound Gospel 
Preacher. Energetic in visitation and personal work. 
Salary negotiable. Send resume and/or tape, photo if 
available. Quitman & Center Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 667, Gladewater, Texas 75647. May call (903) 
845-5800. 

Wanted: Position available immediately for exp'd 
well-organized preacher, with good communication 
skills, for challenging work. Require exp'd soul
winner. Must contend for the faith, hold to the pattern 
of sound doctrine. Send professional resume including 
salary, benefits, references, and audio tape of two 
sennons to D. J. Goins, The Church of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Road, Alexandria VA 2230 I. 

Preacher needed: The brethren in beautiful Superior, 
Montana, need a preacher with some financial 
support or any retired person to help with the work 
of the church. Please call collect Roger White, ( 406) 
822-4724 or Howard Miller (406) 822-4409. 

Want young man with family to locate with and 
work under a very able minister-part-time or full
time. Resume to Church of Christ, 400 S Park, Dr., 
Broken Bow, OK 74728. Ph. 405-584-6582, Tom 
Silva. 

Song Leader/Youth Minister needed. Conservative 
congregation of200 seeking a young man with strong 
song leading capabilities and the ability to provide 
spiritual guidance and programs for our youth. Please 
send sermon tape, resume, and salary requirements 
to South Seminole Church of Christ, 5410 Lake 
Howell Road, Winter Park, FL 32792 

Wanted: Full-time minister for congregation of about 
100 members. Must be evangelistic minded with 
Bible-centered preaching and teaching ability. 
Experienced, self-motivated family man, 35-50. Send 
resume and video tape to Church of Christ, 1121 N. 
Military Road, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304. For further 
information call elders, Alfred Hartwigsen (716) 283-
1214, or Wesley Varney (716) 693-1643. 

Needed: Dynamic and sound man to direct .. Bible 
Chair'' on two-year junior college campus in Grayson 
County, Texas Must have Masters's Degree in Bible. 
Salary negotiable. Housing available. Needs to be in 
place by January. Send resume and references to : 
Elders, Church of Christ, P.O. Box 275, Howe, TX 
75459 

7085. 

Preacher: Semi-retired desired for congregation of 
approximately 45 located in Interlachen FL (central 
FL). New 3BR, 2BT house and utilities furnished. 
For further details contact: Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 1884, Interlachen, FL 32148 or call (904) 328-
1746. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

Sound gospel preacher moving to Jefferson, Texas, 
area in December. Have most of support through 
secular work. Desire to work with congregation on 
part-time basis. Preaching, teaching, personal work. 
Call Lynn Parker, {512) 547-2016. 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at gn~at 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, ~ 
343-0143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 

FREE SAMPLE COPY of new tract for personal 
evangelism: "Why Should You Believe in Jesus 
Christ?" by Raymond T. Exum. Send long, self
addressed, stamped envelope to Exum Press, P. 0. 
Box 973, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0973. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE BIBLE MEDITATOR. Monthly publication of 
articles and a daily reading schedule with comments. 
Writers: Steve Lloyd and Don Ruhl. Send $5 to 
Pulpit Press, 5710 Bryant Ave., Klamath Falls, OR, 
97603 

Small congregation in Overbrook, KS is seeking a 
gospel preacher with some financial support who is STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 

Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Pelt City, AL 
35125. 

Mature Christian Lady. Live-in position at adult 
family home. Five-day work week. Caregiver to 
elderly, ambulatory ladies. Good salary with full 
home benefits. Vacation paid after one year. Call or 
send resume; The Cedars, 3551 Sorenson Road, 
Everson, WA 98247 (206) 966-2569. 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$18.00 

Postage Appreciated 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone (805) 721-8925 

1210 9th Ave. 
Delano, CA 93215 

The Church in Transition to 
What? by James D. Bales is a 
critical review of Jim Woodrutrs 
book, The Church in Transition, 
which is available from the Firm 
Foundation. We regret that 
brother Bales teaches the 
marriage law of God does not 
apply to those who are not in a 
covenant relationship with 
Christ. We believe much hann 
has been done by this erroneous 
view. Still, his book refuting the 
false teaching of James Wood
ruff is well-done and the in
fonnation needs to be available 
to those who contend earnestly 
for the faith. Cost is $5.00 
plus $1.50 shipping. Firm 
Foundation, PO Box 210876, 
Bedford, TX 76095-7876 or 1-
800-572-3619. 
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Judging 
By Darrell Conley 

There is one passage of scripture that is known 
by every reprobate and enemy of Christianity. They 
may know nothing else of the Bible, but be assured 
they know this one: "Judge not, that ye be not judged" 
(Matt. 7: I). It is used as a weapon by the worldly, 
the lukewarm, trouble-makers, unbelievers, and false 
teachers in an attempt to disarm faithful children of 
God. We are told that condemning sin is judging. 
Reproving, rebuking, and exhorting is judging. 
Preaching and practicing the Bible doctrine of sepa
ration from the world is judging. Refusal to bid God
speed to false teachers is judging. Attempts to obey 
Bible teaching on church discipline is branded as the 
most shameful judgment of all. What does the Bible 
teach about judging? 

The primary meanings of the words commonly 
translated judge, krino, anakrino, and diakrino are 
respectively "separate, select, choose; examine, in
vestigate, question; separate throughout, discriminate, 
discern." Sometimes judge denotes "sinful action," 
but sometimes it means "permitted or even required 
action." As always, the context will enable us to 
determine how the word is being used. 

In the first few verses of Matthew 7, it is clear 
that the Lord is not condemning all judging, rather 
a particular kind of judging. Verses 3-5 show the 
Lord is condemning hypocritical or self-righteous 
judging. 

And why beholdest thou the mote that is 
in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt 
thou say to thy brother, Let me cast out the 
mote out of thine eye; and lo, the beam is in 
thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first 
the beam out of thine own eye (Matt. 7:3-5). 

What right do we have to condemn another when 
we are guilty of the same sin, perhaps to a greater 
degree? Paul makes it clear what our attitude should 
be in attempting to restore another: "Brethren, even 
if a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye who are 
spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; 
looking to thyself, lest thou also be tempted" (Gal. 
6: I). Self-righteous and hypocritical judging is also 
condemned in Romans 2:1-3, 17-23. · 

The context of Matthew 7:1-5 proves that com
ing to a negative conclusion about someone is not 
necessarily unrighteous judging. In verse six Jesus 
warns against casting pearls before swine and giving 
that which is holy to the dogs. Since it is obvious he 
is talking about two-legged swine and dogs, it is 
necessary for us to come to a conclusion about who 
are swinish and who are doggish. This constitutes a 
necessary and righteous judgment. We are also for
bidden to judge things we cannot know such as the 
motives and secret thoughts of others. "Wherefore 
judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, 
who will both bring to light the hidden things of 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Are Homosexuals Born That Way? 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

A few are claiming that homosexuals are 
born in that condition and can no more correct 
their situation than can "the Ethiopian change 
his skin." This claim is misguided and wrong. 
The Bible condemns sexual perversion. 

For this cause God gave them up unto vile 
passions: for their women changed the natural use 

into that which is against nature: and likewise also the men, 
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one 
toward another, men with men working unseemliness, and re
ceiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was 
due (Rom. I :26-27). 

It would be evil for God to condemn someone for doing what he 
or she is unable to avoid. God is not evil! 

It is possible for a person to develop a habit so ingrained that 
it is unlikely ever to be broken. Yet, the person was not born that 
way. He developed hjs condition and has only himself to blame. 
A person can become so addicted to illegal narcotics that the 
probability of ever getting free from the foul obsession is remote. 
The treachery of wrong habits is a good reason never to start on 
any course that is damaging or sinful. It just does not make sense 
to deliberately put oneself in harm's way- especially if the results 
have eternal effect. The New Testament says of "those who were 
once enlightened" and "then fell away, it is impossible to renew 
them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame" (Heb. 6:4,6). 
Their sad condition is not God's fault but is the result of their 
com1pt behavior. A homosexual may be so devoted to his/her 
vice as to be past the point of no return, but the blame belongs to 
the culprit and should not be placed on God. "God is light and in 
him is no darkness at all." 

Homosexuals do change. Queer behavior has to be learned. It 
is not natural. Paul speaks of those who "changed the natural use 
of the woman." Unnatural conduct must be developed. Sexual 
perverts must decide to do abnormal things. Having learned to 
practice debased sexuality, the peson can unlearn it, if the habit 
has not become overwhelming. 

We often hear of "former" homosexuals. Some claim skills in 
changing the sexual degenerate back to normal conduct. There 



are associations dedicated to reversing homosexual behavior. Who
ever heard of a "former" black or a "former" hispanic or "former'' 
anglo? Homosexuality is not genetic but is acquired. For this rea
son the person guilty of such gutterish and disgusting conduct can 
be held fully responsible. The Bible says homosexuals will be 
judged and condemned for their shameful practice. 

Paul says some were previously "effeminate" and "abusers of 
themselves with men," but, he says, "ye were washed, but ye 
were sanctified, but ye were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God" (I Cor. 6:9,11). They 
changed! They were no longer effeminate and abusers of them
selves with men because such conduct is unworthy of God and 
the addicts of such filth "shall not inherit the kingdom of God" ( I 
Cor. 6:10). 

In a report entitled, Gender Identity Disorders and the Family, 
published by Family Research Council and written by George 
Reker, Ph.D., the case history of"Carl" is given. Carl was referred 
for treatment at the age of 8 years, 8 months. Since the age of four, 
Carl had pronounced feminine voice inflection and feminine speech 
content His conversations were dominated by topics such as dresses, 
cosmetics, maternal roles, female impersonators, delivering ba
bies, and female underclothing. He had several recurring exclama
tory feminine-sounding remarks, such as "goodness gracious" and 
"oh, dear me." 

His feminine gestures were exaggerations of an effeminate, 
swishy gait and arm movements. He preferred girls' toys, particu
larly dolls, and he played house with his sister frequently. Carl was 
ostracized by his male peers who labeled him "sissy" and "queer." 
He referred to himself as "fag," and he preferred to be considered 
a girl. 

Carl's feminine behavior was increasingly leading him to so
cial isolation, ridicule, and chronic unhappiness. His mother, who 
had found his feminine gestures to be amusing before he was age 
four, was alarmed when they persisted to the age of eight years. 
She strongly wanted him to have help. 

Carl's doctor determined his sexual status was normal with a 
normal 46XY male karyotype. His gender identity was that of a 
girl. He had a cross-gender identity and called himself a "sissy" 
and a "fag." 

Carl's mother increased his masculine play with males of his 
age and decreased his feminine gestures, feminine speech content, 
and predominant play with his sister. He was encouraged to asso
ciate with males who gave him a strong masculine model. After 
fifteen months Carl exhibited no feminine behavior. His mother, 
school teachers, and neighbors all agreed that he had changed in a 
comprehensive way from feminine-appearing to masculine boy. 
Six years after attempting to reform Carl into a normal boy, it was 
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detennined he had no difficulty in gender identity. 
This exercise has been repeated in a large num

ber of cases, and the outcome is similar to that of 
Carl. Dr. Reker wrote: 

From the result of my research studies, it 
now appears that a preventive treatment for 
transvestism, transsexualism, and some fonns 
of homosexuality had been isolated in these 
techniques of early identification and early in
tervention in the childhood years. 

He also said, 
It would now appear logical that homo

sexuality per se be re-examined as a mental 
disorder. 

Reker observed: 
It is possible that our society has not yet 

fully reaped the full consequences of widespread 
breakdown of family units caused by divorce. 
Too often divorce of the parents results in a 
divorce of the father from the children. If re
search on the effects of divorce and separation 
on children can be better communicated to the 
general population of our culture, perhaps the 
American public will make greater efforts to 
achieve stable marriage and family life and be 
motivated to solve marital problems rather than 
considering divorce as the only alternative. 

In general, the picture of the fathers of 
gender-disturbed children is in sharp contrast 
to the image of the idealized father who pro
motes masculinity in his sons through his psy
chological and physical presence, his active in
volvement with his children and with the fam
ily decision making, his leadership, his domi
nance, and his nurturance (Meed and Reker, 
1979). 

Meed and Reker may or may not be right in all 
their conclusions but do present some interesting in
fonnation. It is certain that Bible writers are correct, 
and they say: 

4 

Wives, be in subjection unto your own 
husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is 
the head of the wife, and Christ also is the 
head of the church, being himself the saviour 
of the body (Eph. 5:22-23). 

Unto the woman he said, I will greatly 
multiply thy pain and thy conception; in pain 
thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over 
thee (Gen. 3:16). 

But I would have you know, that the head 
of every man is Christ; and the head of the 
woman is the man; and the head of Christ is 
God (1 Cor. 11 :3). 
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And, ye fathers, provoke not your children 
to wrath: but nurture them in the chastening 
and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). 

The family as God designed it is to be headed by 
a strong, dominant father-figure who is honored by a 
wife who holds herself in an attitude of respectful 
submission to her husband. The children learn to 
hold their parents in high esteem, recognizing their 
dad as the head of the house and obeying the law of 
their mother. The sons have a good male figure to 
duplicate, and the daughters imitate a home-loving 
mother. Bible-based families will go a long way in 
curing the problem of homosexuality and many other 
present day difficulties. 

There is no sufficient and conclusive evidence 
that homosexuality is the result of a genetic imbal
ance. There are numerous cases of people who lived 
the life-style of a homosexual for several years and 
then decided to change back to conventional behav
ior. This ability to go from one sexual orientation to 
another is clear and undeniable proof that homo
sexuality is not some monster thing that leaves the 
victim without choice. 

The United States Congress has pending legisla
tion that would offer homosexuals all the protection 
of the 1964 Civil Rights Bill. Lift your voice in 
protest. Many schools are attempting to brainwash 
our children. Be aware of what is happening in the 
schools and work at keeping the slime out of the 
classroom. 

The San Francisco Bay Area Network of Gay and 
Lesbian Educators distributed through the National 
Education Association recommendations for address
ing the concerns of male and female homosexuals. 
Some of the recommendations were as follows: 

Encouragement of teacher utilization of gay 
and lesbian people, or parents of gays and les
bians as speakers in classes as part of their 
material on the diversity of sexual orientation. 

Be supportive of the presence of openly 
lesbian, gay, and bisexual staff at all levels. 

Do not make any assumptions regarding 
the sexual orientation of students, clients, par
ents, or colleagues. Use non-gender specific 
language whenever possible (e.g. partner, lover, 
person). 

Inclusion of information, discussion, 
and recognition of gay and lesbian issues 
(heterosexism, homophobia, homosexuality) 



into curriculum, lesson plans/syllabus, and 
course work in various disciplines at various 
grade levels. 

Include readings which address lesbian and 
gay issues on required and recommended read
ing lists. 

With your students, discover and plan ways 
to participate in local and national gay pride 
month/week activities as a way to celebrate, 
learn about, and better understand lesbian, gay, 
and bisexual culture. 

Familiarize yourself with local gay and les
bian resources (social/political organizations, 
health care agencies, counseling services, clubs, 
youth groups, readings, and file materials) and 
use them in your class. 

Requirement of comprehensive human re
lations/sex education instruction within the 
health curriculum framework which include 
information of the diversity of sexual orienta
tion. 

Inclusion of age-appropriate, gay-sensitive 
literature in school libraries and have them ac
cessible to students. 

On July 5-8, 1992, the National Education Asso
ciation held its annual convention and adopted doz
ens of radical left-wing resolutions. These include: 

*Getting all children into the public schools 
by the age of three and making kindergarten 
compulsory for all children. 

*Subjecting all public school students to 
psychiatric experimentation. 

*Sexuality classes for all grades and the 
distribution of contraceptives to minors with
out parental knowledge or consent. 

*Opposition to homeschooling, parental 
choice in education, tuition tax credits, vouch-

Judging 
(continued from page 1) 

darkness, and make manifest the counsels of the 
hearts; and then shall each man have his praise from 
God" (1 Cor. 4:5). No one has the right to draw 
conclusions without sufficient evidence. To do so is 
to violate what Paul commanded. But he did not 
forbid all manner of judging. In the next chapter 
Paul says that he had judged the fornicator in the 

ers, and any parental supervision of the schools. 

*Taxpayer-funded abortion on demand 
throughout nine months of pregnancy. 

*Homosexuals teaching in the classroom 
even if they have AIDS, and counseling of stu
dents by homosexuals. 

*Allowing the homosexual caucus to dis
tribute its propaganda to the convention attend
ees. 

It may be later than you think! Homosexuals are 
set to take over the world and the National Education 
Association serves as the go-between. Decent people 
must stand up and make themselves heard. Someone 
has said, ''Evil prevails when good men do nothing." 
Daniel Defoe said of Moses, "A merciful, meek man, 
and yet with what fury did he nm through the camp, 
and cut the throats of three-and-thirty thousand ofhis 
dear Israelites that were fallen into idolatry." Of 
course, we cut no one's throat, but we must stop 
some mouths and powerfully oppose all that is con
trary to what is just and right and pure. Fidelity to 
God demands it! The Bible is the two-edged sword 
of God's word. We must take that sword and cut in 
pieces all who promote things hostile to God. It is the 
unchangeable word of God to which we must submit 
ourselves, and is not something we can bend to suit 
our private prejudice and preference. It is the only 
standard for morality. If we lose that infallible guide 
through neglect and ignorance, we have neither chart 
nor compass and, being without hope, we are piti
able. God help us! 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 
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church at Corinth and commanded the Corinthians 
to do the same. Paul was saying in I Corinthians 
what Christ said in John 7:24: "Judge not according 
to appearance, but judge righteous judgment" 

The Bible also forbids judging a man a law
breaker when there is no law to be broken. When we 
make laws where God made none, we are guilty of 
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sinful judging. This is the kind of judging Paul con
demned in Romans 14:3: ''Let not him that eateth 
get at nought him that eateth not; and let not him 
that eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath 
received him." The same kind of judging is men
tioned in Colossians 2: 16-17: "Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of a 
feast day or a new moon or a sabbath day; which 
are a shadow of the things to come; but the body is 
Christ." 

The word judge is sometimes used to mean ''to 
pronounce and execute sentence; to condemn." It is 
used in this sense in John 12:47: "I came not to 
judge the world, but to save the world." We as Chris
tians certainly have no right to pronounce eternal 
judgment on anyone. We do have the right and the 
obligation to withdraw our fellowship from ungodly 
church members. Such is called "delivering them to 
Satan" (I Cor. 5:3-5, 9-13). 

These, then, are the kinds of judging that are 
condemned in the Bible: 

1. Hypocritical or self-righteous judging 

2. Judging without sufficient evidence 

3. Making a law where God made none 

4. Pronouncing eternal condemnation on another 

As was pointed out above, some of the meanings 
of the words translated judge are "select, choose, 
examine, and discern." Judging is examining evi
dence and drawing conclusions or making choices. 
It is possible to do this in unfair or ungodly ways. 
Such judging is wrong. However, certain kinds of 
judging are commanded. "Judge not according to 
appearance, but judge righteous judgment" (John 
7:24). Since righteous judgment is judging accord
ing to reality, we have no right to prejudge, but we 
do have the right and obligation to draw conclu
sions about people or doctrine that are warranted by 
the evidence. If it is always wrong to draw conclu
sions about people, how could we obey the follow
ing commands? 

Give not that which is holy to the dogs, 
neither cast your pearls before the swine (Matt. 
7:6). 

Beware of false prophets who come to you 
in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening 
wolves (Matt. 7: 15). 
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In the same context Christ said: 
By their fruits ye shall know them (Matt. 

7:20). 

Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil 
workers, beware of the concision (Phil. 3:2). 

Them that sin reprove in the sight of all, 
that the rest also may be in fear (1 Tim. 5:20). 

For which cause reprove them sharply, that 
they may be sound in the faith (Titus 1: 13). 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove 
the spirits, whether they are of God (1 John 
4:1). 

We are commanded to preach the gospel, to con
tend for the faith, and to reprove, rebuke, and exhort 
(Mark 16:15-16; Jude 3; 2 Tim. 4:2). To obey these 
commands in an uncompromising, but kind way is 
not to be guilty of unrighteous judging. To teach 
truths from the Bible that imply that some will be 
lost is not ungodly judging. It is not sinful to arrive 
at conclusions based on what the Bible teaches and 
to hold fast to those conclusions. The Bible says, 
"Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (1 
Thess. 5:21 ). Hold the pattern of sound words which 
thou hast heard from me, in faith and love which is in 
Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 1: 13). 

We are commanded to judge those church mem
bers who are ungodly and will not repent. Such judg
ing is not only not sin but is positively required of 
us. Paul said he had already judged the fornicator in 
the Corinthian church and urged the church at Corinth 
to do the same (1 Cor. 5:3-5). The word judge as 
used by Paul here means "not only to reach a conclu
sion, but to act upon that conclusion" by withdrawing 
from an ungodly brother. "For what have I to do with 
judging them that are without? Do not ye judge them 
that are within? But them that are without God jud
geth. Put away the wicked men from among your
selves" (I Cor. 5:12-13). 

Let us be careful that we are not guilty of pre
judging, self-righteous judging, or hypocritical judg
ing, but do not let false teachers and ungodly breth
ren intimidate us from boldly preaching the gospel 
and steadfastly standing for the truth. Let us '~udge 
righteous judgment." 14202 Susancrest 

San Antonio, TX 78232 
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Roy Deaver, Austin, Texas 
''The Importance of Preaching" 
Wallace Maxwell, Jacksonville, Floirda 

4:30 Dinner 

7:00 "False Prophets Then; False Teachers Now" 
Charles Austin, Mulberry, Florida 

7:45 "Lessons From Amos" 
Roy Deaver, Austin, Texas 

Thursday--January 21 
9:00 "The Position of The Prophet" 

Rex Turner, Sr., Montgomery, Alabama 
9:45 ''The Prophetic Message Corrupted by 

Premillennialism" 
Buford Carroll, Pinellas Park, Florida 

10:45 "There Are False Prophets Today" 
Willie E. Bradshaw, Riverdale, Georgia 

11:30 Lunch 

1:30 

2:30 

3:30 

"The Prophets Praise and Memorials" 
Maurice Davis, Lakeland, Florida 
"Lessons From Jeremiah" 
Roy Deaver, Austin Texas 
"Why Christ Was Likened to The Prophets" 
J. H. Blackman, Jr., Lakeland, Florida 

4:30 Dinner 

7:00 

7:45 

"Prophetic Word Is Used To Expose False Prophets" 
Ted Wheeler, Venice, Florida 
"Encouragement From The Prophets" 
Winfred Clark, Athens, Alabama 

l.,ectureship Direc~or-J~ckie M. Stearsman (813) 683-4043 
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SOULS NOT CARDS DRIVE- 1992·-1993 
SHARE THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL OF MEDICAL EVANGELISM 

TO THOSE IN DARKNESS 

CHIMALA MISSION AND HOSPITAL 
TANZANIA, EAST AFRICA 

YOUR GIFT OF LOVE CAN MAKE THIS UGHT POSSIBLE 
11Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in Heaven." Matthew 5:16 

PLEASE GIVE YOUR CHRISTMAS CARD AND POSTAGE MONEY 
OR ITS EQUIVALENT TO CHIMALA AND ITS NEEDS. 

About 150 baptized this past year. 
About 25 preachers trained this year. 
Eight new congregations established. 
Over 40,000 being treated medically. 

over 1,000 people each day being taught the Bible. 
over 60 enrolled in the correspondence courses. 

Baby sick wich malaria In che hospital. Children in village coming co hear che preaching. 

HOSPITAL NEEDS 
Isolation ward (with beds & equipment) ..................... S 12,500.00 
Laundry washers ................................................................ $7,500.00 
40 new hospital beds & mattresses ............................... $4,000.00 
2 small dispensary buildings ............................................ S 1,000.00 
Laboratory microscope ...................................................... $3,500.00 

MISSION NEEDS 
one missionary house ..................................................... S 12,500.00 
Drilled water well & pump ............................................. S 15,000.00 
Travel fund for missionaries .......................................... S 10,000.00 
Paint for all buildings ......................................................... $4,000.00 
Shop equipment, tools, socket wrenches, tire balancer ... $2,000.00 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
Chronic Need - Operational expenses for the running of the mission. 
Urgent Need - A printing press for the running of the mission .............. $20,000.00 

ONCE EACH YEAR WE ASK FOR A SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION FROM 
INDIVIDUALS AND CONGREGATIONS TO HELP WITH THIS WORK. 

The needs are great, for souls are at stake! 
PLEASE SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO: ELDERS • SEAGOVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

510 N. KAUFMAN STREET • SEAGOVILLE, TEXAS 75159 • PHONE 214-287-2036 



It Is Time to Renew 
the Work of God 

Text: Haggai 1; Zechariah 1:1-6 
I. Introduction 

By Lindell Mitchell 

A. Following the revival under Josiah, God's people drifted back into sin, cultivating the seeds of 
wickedness planted during Manasseh's administration. 
1. It became necessary for them to learn through adversity what they had refused to learn from the 

word of God. 
2. Accordingly, Judah spent seventy years in captivity in Babylon, stripped of the comforts of 

Jerusalem. 
3. Mercifully God had once more intervened by raising the pagan king Cyrus, who released the 

people and assisted them in reestablishing their place of worship. 
4. Isaiah had foretold this, predicting not only Cyrus's two great merciful acts but his name as 

well. 
B. So it was that in 538 B.C. the decree was signed and a small band of less than fifty thousand persons 

returned to Jerusalem after seventy years of captivity. 
· I. Some estimate this represented less than one out of every six Jews in Babylon. 
2. Even more discouraging is that the returning group evidenced little spiritual concern and 

depth. 
3. It is true that they immediately began construction of the temple by laying its foundations in the 

second month after their arrival but discouragement quickly set in, and the· work ground to a 
halt. 
a. During the next sixteen years, not an ounce of energy was expended on this project, and 

the people were content to let the matter drop. 
b. Finaiiy, I 00 years after the previous revival under Josiah, both Haggai and Zechariah 

came preaching the word of the Lord in 520 B.C. 
C. Ezra 5-6 describes the condition of things at the time. 

I. Zerubbabel, the grandson of Judean king, Jehoichin, who had been taken into captivity in 598 
(2 Kings 24: 15), became "governor'' and led the first return in 537 B.C. 

2. His designation as governor was a reminder of the Babylonian appointment. 
3. Even his name was a loan word from Akkadian/Babylonian into Hebrew. 

a. That is, Zerubbabel was also known as Sheshbazzar (Ezra I:8; 5:14), for the same work 
said to be done by Zerubbabel in Ezra 3:8 is said to have been done by Sheshbazzar in 
Ezra 5:16. 

b. Zerrubbabel belonged to the continuing line of David. 
D. Suddenly in the midst of his governorship (520 B.C.), God sent two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, 

to rekindle the vision and the hearts of his covenant people. 
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I. It was the sixth month. 
2. The season for swnmer fruits was now ended, and the time of harvest was over. 

a. You can almost hear the mournful sigh of Jeremiah: "The summer is over and we are not 
saved" (Jer. 8:20). 

b. What did God have in mind by sending these prophets at this stage in the year and after 
sixteen years of no temple, no worship, and no concern for spiritual things? 

E. The message of Haggai, which came first in this revival and is recorded in Haggai chapter one, 
stressed four ways in which the work of God could be renewed in their day if the people would 
respond positively. 
I. Refuse to blame the providence of God (vss. 1-2) 
2. Set priorities for the work of God ( vss. 3-6) 
3. Get involved in the work of God (vss. 7-12) 
4. Receive the enablement of God (vss. 13-15) 

F. Haggai challenges God's people to face up to the weakness of their silly excuses. 

II. Refusal to blame the providence of God (Haggai I: 1-2) 

A. Exposition: Late in August 520 B.C., according to the nomenclature of our calendar, the Lord sent 
Haggai to challenge the people of God. 
1. The message itself was direct and simple. 

a. It was what the Lord of hosts had observed: "This people say, 'The time has not yet come 
to build the Lord's house."' 

b. The distance that had come to exist between God and his people is suggested by one of 
the rare uses in the Old Testament of the expression this people to describe them. 

c. Surely it was a mark of divine displeasure. 
2. Their lament that the time had not yet come to take up the work of rebuilding the temple was 

most telling. 
a. They had found time and materials to rebuild their own homes. 
b. Clearly this was a flimsy excuse for delaying the job for sixteen years. 
c. A whole generation had been raised without any provision made for the corporate 

worship of God. 
3. Furthermore, when the people used the word time, they were saying in effect: "If God wanted 

us to rebuild the temple, he should have seen to it that we were better off than we are at the 
present time." 
a. That is, the word time was only a stand-in word for the Lord, and they were hiding their 

own delinquencies behind it. 
b. This was a mere pretext for their own laziness and selfish reinvestment of time and 

interests. 
B. Application: To the one who wants to do what is right, the time is always now and available. 

I. Men are ingenious when it comes to inventing excuses for their failure to obey the word of 
God and pursue the mission of God. 

2. We must recognize in the national situation the rebuke of God. 
a. The time has never been more ripe for doing God's work. 
b. We must loudly and boldly challenge the present sinful system in our land! 
c. We know the solution to crime, family disintegration, sexual immorality, corruption, and 

hatred. 
d. Let's stop making excuses and start preaching the word! 

3. We must recognize the rebuke of God in the distresses within the church. 
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a. There is no excuse for the institutionalized mediocrity, easy apathy, and spineless acceptance 
of the status quo. 

b. There is no excuse for aping the denominationalists, seeking to restructure the government 
of the church, attempting to make the militant gospel of Christ more palatable to worldlings 
by diluting it. 

c. Those who perceive the enormity of the sin and offer no word of rebuke are cowards. 
d. None of us is too good to follow God's instructions (Rom. 16:17; 1 Tim. 5:20-21)! 
e. Let us fight the adversary in our lives, the lives of families, and among our brethren! 

4. We simply must stop making excuses. 
a. There is no excuse for being unfaithful and forsaking the assembly (Heb. 10:25). 
b. There is no excuse for failing to put the kingdom first (Matt. 6:33). 
c. There is no excuse for being ignorant of God's word (2 Tim. 2: 15). 
d. There is no excuse for failing to carry out the Great Commission (Matt. 28: 19-20). 

5. We are in the richest country in the world with unprecedented freedom of thought, movement, 
and speech. 

6. We must boldly do his will. 
7. The time for excuses has passed, especially blaming God for not providing sufficient resources. 

III. Setting priorities for the work of God (Haggai 1 :3-6) 

A. Exposition: Again the word of the Lord came to this prophet, and he asked, "Is it time for you to live 
in your paneled homes?" 
1. The point was not that nice homes were a mark of wickedness or that believers would be better 

served by rejecting all material things. 
a. The Bible clearly teaches a full proper use of things both beautiful and mundane. 
b. But there is the issue of priorities; we must put God's work ahead of our work. 

2. In this case the choice had to do with building the temple. 
a. The religious condition of the people's hearts could be seen by their attitude towards this 

need. 
b. Actually, it could have come in the fonn of any task to do for the Lord; this was only the 

most pressing need of the moment. 
3. If times were hard, and there was no denying that they were, why had Judah not cried out to 

God for help to do this work of building? 
4. Furthermore, if they were really so poor, how had they been able to spend so much on 

themselves? 
a. This was the real point in bringing up their houses. 
b. Meanwhile the temple of God remained "a ruin" (vs. 3). 
c. It was time for God's people to evaluate where this reversal of priorities had gotten them. 

B. Application: There is always a connection between the moral and spiritual condition of a people and 
their material and economic condition. 
1. Modem men completely fail to recognize that there is often a moral cause for the seasons of 

drought and plenty. 
2. We too must take time to evaluate what is happening to us from a moraVspiritual perspective. 

a. Are you working harder and getting less out of it? 
b. Are you eating more and enjoying it less? 
c. Do you have more stuff and think less of it? 
d. Are you earning more and accumulating less? 

3. If you say yes to one of those questions, it is time to re-order your priorities along these lines. 
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a. You must help maintain the chW'Ch as a community of faith (John 8:24). 
( 1) Israel failed God through lack of faith more than through an inadequate law. 
(2) However, the Lord's chW'Ch was founded on the prospect of a sustaining faith 

relationship. 
(a) This theme is stressed throughout the gospels and the letters. 
(b) It is the man of faith that is freed from undue wony and doubt (Phil. 4: 11-13). 

b. You must help maintain the church as a proclaiming community (Matt. 28: 19-20). 
(I) When people are sold on Jesus, they can't contain their faith. 
(2) The ministry of the church must stress the proclamation of Christ in all that it does. 

c. You must help the chW'Ch be a worshipping community (1 Pet. 2:9). 
(I) The church offers praise and adoration. 
(2) It is also God's institution for offering therapeutic instruction. 

d. You must help the church be a compassionate community (Gal. 6: I 0). 
(1) Every Christian has an obligation to the church and to the community at large in this 

matter. 
(2) There are spiritual, material, and emotional needs that must be met 

e. You must help the chW'Ch be a holy community. 
(I) A church of Christ must be characterized by ethical purity. 
(2) Sin must not be a way of life with God's people. 

f. You must help the church be an encouraging community. 
( 1) The church is a building under constant construction. 
(2) Every member is expected to build the body up and to contribute to its health ( 1 Cor. 

12: 12-27). 

IV. Getting involved in the work of God (Haggai I :7-I2) 

A. Exposition: Verse 7 again stresses the importance of these matters and is reminiscent of verse 5. 
1. The title Lord of hosts is never used of deity in the Pentateuch, Joshua, or Judges. 

a. It appears first in I Samuel I :3. 
b. But it is the favorite expression of the prophets from that time forward. 
c. The meaning of Lord of Hosts, that is, Master of the heavenly and earthly armies, is "that 

he is the absolute sovereign with invincible might, holding both terrestrial armies ( 1 Sam. 
I 7:45) and celestial annies of angels (Psa. 24:7-IO) at his beck and call." 

2. The purposes of obedience are set forth in verse 8: "So that I may take pleasure in that work." 
a. It is not that God is pleased or impressed with building per se, but that building represents 

their attempt to express praise and worship to God; to that degree it brings him pleasure 
and magnifies his name. 

b. It is a matter of interest that it was necessary for the people to go up the mountains to cut 
timber and bring it down to build the temple. 
( 1) Sixteen years earlier they had been given lumber for this purpose. 
(2) What had happened to it in the meantime? 

3. This section also deals with the cost of disobedience. 
a. When God's work had to go begging for lack of interest, punislunent fell affecting the 

very ground. 
b. Once again, scripture repeatedly underlines the intimate connection between man's 

perfonnance and nature's productivity. 
4. Verse 12 is one of those rare verses in the Bible that indicates that the preaching of God's word 

had an immediate and wonderful effect. 

12 December 1992 
Firm Foundation 



a. It celebrated the beauty of obedience, because all the people along with the leadership 
obeyed the voice of the Lord. 

b. The fear of the Lord mentioned here is an attitude of wholehearted trust and glad 
submission to the living God. 

c. It meant a turning from evil and holding to the Lord by faith (Phil. 2: II). 
d. Only by meeting these conditions can the work of God break out in our own hearts and in 

a needy world. 
B. Application: It is time to get involved with the work of God. 

I. Increasingly Christians view themselves as consumers of Christianity and not ministers and 
servants of the Lord. 

2. I see it constantly as people come by and say "We are visiting around." 
a. What they are doing is shopping the churches. 
b. What they should be doing is trying to be of the most service to the Lord's cause in their 

home community. 
c. If there isn't a church there, they should plant one. 

3. You see this consumer mentality when people complain about not having their needs met. 
4. Such people demonstrate a skewed concept of what Christianity is. 

a. All who are truly disciples of Jesus will follow his example of service (Matt. 1 0:25-28). 
b. None is too good to serve (Matt. 10:24)! 

V. Receiving God's enablement to do the work (Haggai I : 13-15) 

A. Exposition: Simply put, God will help his people discharge their mission. 
B. Application: Many are tempted to cry in exasperation, "But I am so weary and so unable to do 

anything more, how can I receive this challenge to renew the work of God? 
I. The good news from the Old Testament is that God does not ask us to do that which he hasn't 

enabled us to do. 
2. Jesus promised always to be with those who preach the gospel and teach men to do all that he 

commands (Matt. 18: 19-20). 
3. He promised that we will not be tempted above our ability to endure and overcome (I Cor. 

10: 13). 
4. The conclusion is before us once again. 

a. We must stop giving God the scraps of our time and energy as a people. 
b. It is useless to whine that life has dealt us a blow, so we can't do other than what we are 

now doing. 
c. If you really want to fight stagnation, blight, crop failure, spiritual depression, drug abuse, 

violence, and immorality around the world, begin with personal repentance and reordering 
your priorities. 

d. Stop pretending to be too poor or saying that the time is not quite right, because your 
possessions are like tongues wagging and telling on you. 

e. Plant, my brothers, water, and let God give the increase (I Cor. 3:6)! 

Conclusion: 

Now is the time to renew God's work! 
Box411 

Livingston, TX 77351 
Fp 
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Missionary Page 

Pray for Laborers 
By Albert Gardner 

The vineyard belongs to God, and so does the 
harvest. ''The harvest truly is great, but the laborers 
are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he would send forth laborers into his harvest" 
(Luke 10:2). Every Christian ought to be concerned 
with sowing, but the harvest is the reason we labor. 

Harvest is great. It is thriUing to read about the 
rapid growth of the early church as the gospel was 
preached in every city, town, and hamlet! Paul and 
others would enter a city and leave after starting the 
Lord's church. Someone would be left to further 
teach and strengthen the new Christians while the 
rest of the group would move on to repeat the pro
cess of teaching, baptizing, and teaching. It is the 
greatest work known to man to be involved in this 
great harvest 

We have to face that the harvest has slowed down 
in recent years. We experienced great growth for a 
period of some twenty years. With filmstrips and 
charts we taught the distinctive message that made us 
what we are. Many would not come, so we went. We 
made the difference between truth and error stand 
out. We clearly taught the difference between the 
church and denominationalism. We have changed and 
growth has slowed. 

Not all of the fault is ours, for the masses of 
people have changed, too, so the reception of the 
gospel is diminished. We thought it was our methods 
at fault. Methods are important, for we are to give 
heed to how we teach (Col. 4:6) as wen as what we 
teach. Jesus used the right methods, and they killed 
him. They were not rejecting his methods but his 
truth. We may feel rejected if we teach the truth, but 
it is very likely that they have rejected what we teach 
rather than how we taught it. 

Maybe one of the major causes for the decline in 
the number of baptisms is our loss of zeal for souls. 
That has caused us to tum inward, so we conduct 
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programs and projects to teach and train ourselves. 
We spend most or our money on ourselves, having 
workshops for ourselves, promoting projects and pro
grams for ourselves, yet we can't get half of the 
members to attend. These things are not bad but as 
they stand alone, they quench the zeal for souls be
cause they are self-directed. We have left the em
phasis of world-wide evangelism which is our very 
reason for existence. 

Pray. Be careful what you pray! If you pray to 
the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his 
harvest, he may want to send you. Will you go? He 
may want you to go teach someone on your street or 
around the world. Will you go? 

Isaiah said, "Here am I; send me." Will you let 
the Lord send you? He owns the vineyard and the 
harvest, so he wants the harvest to be great. He asks 
us to pray about the harvest. Will you do that? If we 
could just get every member of the church to pray 
about world evangelism, we could restore the zeal 
and the growth that goes with it. God gives the in
crease, but he uses people to do it by teaching his 
word. 

The rapid growth of the early church took place 
because people with zeal and vision went everywhere 
preaching the gospel. We need not expect a harvest 
without first sowing the seed of the kingdom. God 
has put into the hands of his people the duty to teach 
other people. The Holy Spirit will not directly con
vert sinners, but his word is so powerful that when 
one person teaches another who believes and obeys 
it, that person is saved. There are not enough people 
teaching others. 

Laborers are few. We have fewer missionaries 
around the world today than we have had in the last 
several years. It is increasingly difficult for mission
aries to get support to go. Churches don't want to be 
bothered with the added problems connected with 



foreign work. Friends, we don't have a choice about 
whether we engage in world evangelism. This is the 
reason the church exists. There are many ways to do 
this, but it begins with an attitude of being "ready to 
do every good work" (Titus· 3: 1 ). 

Lift up your eyes. "Lift up your eyes, and look 
on the fields; for they are white already to harvest" 
(John 4:35). Elders, preachers, and Bible class teach
ers should stress world evangelism at every opportu
nity. Classes should show the needs and opportuni
ties in the world. Parents should help their children 
to have a good attitude about world evangelism. The 
children may not go themselves, but if they have the 
right attitude instilled in them, they will support world 
.evangelism. 

We so much need to look. Milton refers to some 
who had their eyes sewn together. Are we that way? 
We need to open our eyes and look, and after see
ing, do what we can to save sinners at home and 
abroad. 

••••• 

285 Hi/I-N-Dale Road 
Shelbyville, KY 40065 

As an example of what brother Gardner is talk
ing about, consider the following: 

I leave tomorrow, September 16, for Riga, 
Latvia, for a three-Sunday meeting .... Please 
remember the work in Latvia in your prayers. 
Brother Ray Peters has been in Riga since Feb
ruary except for two weeks in June. He has 
been able to teach and convert several, and we 
look forward to even more obeying the gospel 
during the meeting. 

••••• 

Bobby Liddell, minister 
Bel/view Church of Christ 

Pensacola, Florida 

Between August 25 and 29 a campaign for Christ 
was held in Kiev on behalf of the Centre Church of 
Christ. The American workers were Ernest Burnette, 
Guy Dickenson, Fritz Ehrhart, and Jim Waldron, all 
of Atlanta. The studies were held on the campus of 
the Kiev Polytech Institute. The four class sessions, 
which began at 10:00 each day, were two hours long. 
The class ended at 9:00P.M. The classes were taught 

in English and translated into Russian. The Russian 
translation of the personal evangelism booklet, Intro
duction to Faith, which consists of 200 questions, 
was used as the class workbook. Forty-two were 
baptized on August 29 and six more the following 
day. The Waldrons are remaining in Kiev for some 
time to keep on strengthening the saints. The atten
dance for the Centre congregation averages in the 
90's each Lord's day. The sponsor of this work is 
the Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Memorial Drive, 
Decatur, GA 30032. Phone: (404) 299-1475. 

Deaf Missions Work in Colorado 

In January, 1993, the Eastside Church of Christ, 
5905 Flintridge Drive, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
80918-1899, is taking the challenge of a Deaf Mis
sion work in the Pikes Peak Region. We need your 
help! It is estimated there are 3,000 deaf residents in 
this area and less than 5% have any religious affilia
tion. The Eastside church is committed to supplying 
30% of the required support for the Deaf Mission. 
We are asking sister congregations to supply the 
remaining 70% of the support needed to fund this 
work. Questions may be directed to Charles 0 . 
Klinker, 119 N. Logan Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 
80909. Phone: (710) 633-9506. The nine elders of 
the Eastside church are George Copening, Gene 
Inman, Jake Lambert, Gene McGarrity, John 
Marshall, Larry Ozburn, Joe Reeves, Frank Smith, 
and Ollie Watts. 

• • • • • 

Special thanks to Albert Gardner for handling the 
"Missionary Page" each month in the Firm Founda-
tion. R 
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Grace and Law: 
Legalism and Liberalism-Part IV 

By G .. C. Brewer 

It has been shown in fonner articles that those 
who are today pleading for neo-orthodoxy profess to 
accept the Bible as the inspired word of God and as 
our standard of faith and morals, and yet when it 
comes to applying the word of God to any particular 
teaching, they again resort to the same argwnent of 
the modernists. They do not believe in a literal inter
pretation of the s9riptures; they think we should not 
make a rigid application of the word of God, espe
.cially to minor matters. To do this is legalism. So, 
after all, neo-orthodoxy is not orthodoxy at all, and it 
is no better than modernism in actual application of 
principles to our lives. It leaves us without a standard. 
If the ~ible is still the standard, how is one to change 
from the announced policy of following accurately 
the teaching of the Bible? Would not such a change 
mean either the repudiation of the standard or else a 
decision that it is no longer necessary to follow the 
teaching of the standard? And that would be within 
itself repudiation. 

These neo-orthodox me~, however, profess to 
follow the Bible, but they have an ability to see a 
deeper meaning than anybody else can see. They can, 
because of their spiritual superiority, interpret the 
scriptures, whereas the average man is not able to 
interpret the scriptures properly. This, however, is the 
same claim that the modernists make. They have 
superior enlightenment and they, because of their 
advanced knowledge, must go forward and not look 
back to the claims that were made by people who 
lived a hundred years ago. 

William P. Reedy, who departed from the faith 
and joined the Congregationalists, was told that his 
brethren who were criticizing him for unsoundness 
would all cease such criticisms and receive him with 
joy and support him, both morally and materially, if 
he would return to the ground upon which he stood 
twenty-five years prior to the time of this conversa
tion and preach the gospel as he had preached it then, 
hold meetings, convert people, baptizing them into 
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the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
Brother Reedy replied that necessarily he could 

not do this, although he stoutly contended that he had 
not in any way departed from the faith and that he had 
not left the church in the New Testament sense of the 
word church. He had only gone into a different group 
of Christ's followers! Why could he not return and 
preach the gospel as he had once preached it? His 
answer was very frank; he had learned so much more 
about the gospel than he had known twenty-five years 
prior to this time that he could not return and preach it 
as once he preached it. 

It may be hard for some of us to understand a 
~an's mental processes who can justify himself in his 
departure from the faith and at the same time admit 
that he had departed to the extent that he could no 
longer tell the simple story of Christ and the cross and 
show sinners the simple conditions of salvation as 
announced by the Holy Spirit and the apostles. But 
there is no doubt th·at the man honestly thought he 
had reached a more elevated understanding and spiri
tual station than the rest of us have. 

Just so, our neo-orthodox contenders may argue 
plausibly that they are still loyal to the Lord and that 
they are only wanting to advocate great piety, to 
attain a broader spiritual vision, and to fellowship 
others who are not loyal to the word of God in their 
teaching and practice. In all of their argwnents against 
the application of God's word they are paradoxical 
and, otherwise, illogical. One of their main fallacies is 
that they draw a general conclusion from a particular 
premise. They will try to imagine a case or suppose 
an example of where the word of the Lord could not 
in justice be applied, where some person wanted to 
obey Christ and could not; somebody cried out for 
salvation on his death bed but could not be baptized, 
etc. These brethren think anyone would be heartless 
to say that the Lord would not save such a person. 
However, it is not the province of any person to judge 
in such cases and endeavor to dispose of such souls, 



but even a man who would express the opinion that 
such a person is lost is not nearly so great a violator of 
God's word or as bad a logician as the man who draws 
the conclusion that because such a man is saved with
out baptism, therefore, baptism is not a condition of 
salvation to anybody. Any man who has any respect 
for sound reasoning knows that any such conclusion as 
this is not justified, and yet that is the strength of all the 
argwnents made by those who hope to justify people in 
neglecting or refusing to take the word of the Lord for 
what it says and to believe and practice it every day. 

It has been pointed out that such arguments as we 
are dealing with are not made by men who are endeav
oring to find satisfaction in reference to their own 
conriection with Christ and to have their hearts per
fectly assured before him. These men, probably with
out an exception, have complied with the tenns of the 
gospel and would not dare to risk their own salvation 
without submitting to gospel tenns. But they are con
trolled in their thinking now entirely by a desire to 
fellowship somebody who has neglected or refused to 
obey the gospel of Christ. Thus, it can be seen that they 
are out of place in their whole thinking. They are trying 
to assume the responsibility that belongs only to God 
and trying to reach a conclusion that will offer the 
promises of God to persons who do not accept the 
tenns upon which the promises are made. Also, they 
are desiring to avoid the accusation of drawing a circle 
and leaving somebody out, therefore, of being narrow 
and legalistic and sectarian in their behavior. All of us 
fall under this condemnation, and yet many of us have 
clearly seen that the accusation was unjust, and we 
have been able to remain true to the Lord without 
trying to assume the position of the Lord and of doing 
that which the Lord alone can do. 

Years ago, John B. Cowden, in an exchange of 
articles with me, charged that I and the Gospel Advo
cate and the brethren in general have made laws of 
fellowship and have made them narrow and exclusive. 
He thinks we should not exclude instrumental music 
from our worship, that we should not disfellowship 
those who use such music and in his charge against us, 
he quoted these lines: 

He drew a circle and left me out, 
Heretic, rebel, and thing to flout. 
But Love and I had the wit to win, 
We drew a circle and took him in. 

In answer to this quatrain, I wrote the followi~ 
lines: We draw no circles or religious rings 

To exclude men and include things, 
But earnestly try with hearts that are pure 
To make our calling and election sure, 
By doing the things our Lord commands 
And leave circle-drawing to other hands. 

It seems strange that other men cannot find satis
faction and joy in doing simply what the Lord teaches 
and in seeing men under their preaching turn from 
darkness to light, from sin to the Savior and of 
finding with such children of God peace and joy in 
simple, soulful New Testament worship. I, person
ally, can testify to a full life of such service and to 
complete satisfaction and peace in doing just this. If 
I could be convinced that some other way would be 
approved of the Lord and that some things used in 
worship by men that are not used by New Testament 
Christians would be acceptable, I would have no 
desire whatever to adopt their practices or to preach 
their messages! The only desire that I have ever 
found in my soul is to do better the things that we are 
doing and to enjoy a fuller fruition of our hopes and 
aims. The old principle preached by the pioneers 
and one that I have myself preached for a half 
century is to me still an unanswerable argument. It is 
this: "Why accept that which may be right or may be 
wrong when you can do that which we know is right 
and can't be wrong?" 

I have been fortunate in knowing men of 
unfaltering faith, of deep and abounding pea~e and 
joy, men of confident hope and serene souls. How 
Christianity could do more for anyone than it did for 
these men, I would be unable to see. Among these 
men I always name James A. Harding, David Lips
comb, E. G. Sewell, and T. B. Larimore. The follow
ing words of Brother Larimore set forth that way 
which is right and cannot be wrong: 

They claim and charge that I preach 
against certain things, but never name them. I 
simply 'preach the word,' 'unlearned ques
tions avoid,' meddle not with other men's mat
ters and exhort all to 'walk in the light,' to 
sim~ly take God at his word-that is, believe 
what he says, do as he directs, and trust him 
for what he promises. That's all there is in that 
- absolutely all. My preaching is Bible 
preaching. I never try to prove any point in 
preaching, save by the Bible. I just simply tell 
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them what the Bible says, and then tell them 
that settles that. 

G. C. Brewer, deceased 
(Editor's note: This article first appeared in the 

Gospel Advocate in 1955 and is reprinted in honor of 

brother Brewer and because much of what he wrote 
applies to problems confronted by present day believ
ers as men ~:from among yourselves arise to draw 
away the disciples after them. ') 

A Tale of Two Churches: 
Belmont and "Old" Hillsboro 

By J. E. Choate 

The 1920's were the best of times for Nashville 
churches of Christ. The "digressive" Disciples had 
already divided the Christian Churches/Churches of 
Christ over the contentious issues of organized soci
eties and instrumental music. The 1906 U. S. Reli
gious Census confirmed that where one church had 
existed, now two existed. The official nomenclature 
identified the two fellowships as the Christian Church 
and Churches of Christ. With the completion of the 
1968 "restructure" of the Christian Church, a Resto
ration denominational church emerged named the 
"Disciples of Christ (Christian Church)." Now there 
are three distinct religious bodies identified with the 
Restoration Movement. The success of the Hardeman 
Tabernacle meetings in 1922 signaled the fact that the 
churches of Christ had come of age. The Baswell
Hardeman music debate in 1923 put the Christian 
Church in full retreat in Tennessee. 

Nashville was blessed with three large thriving 
churches in the 1920's: the Granny White Pike Church 
of Christ (the church that met in the chapel of the 
Nashville Bible School); the Belmont Church of Christ; 
and the Central Church of Christ. The "old" Hillsboro 
Church of Christ was established a few years later. 
The picture has changed drastically in the past twenty
five years. 

What Happened? 
It is an uncomplicated story. Don Finto left the 

mission field in Germany. He came to Nashville and 
began to preach for the Una Church of Christ and to 
head the modem language department in David Lips
comb College. The college paid half his expenses 
while he earned a Vanderbilt Ph. D. His work with 
the Una Church of Christ came to an end and his 
faculty tenure in the college was terminated. He be-
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gan preaching for the Belmont Church of Christ, whose 
membership had been declining for some time. The 
church grew rapidly under his leadership. The elder
ship of the Belmont church came from the ranks of 
established congregations. At first no differences were 
observable in the organization and worship of the 
church as was commonly practiced by the area 
churches of Christ. However, this state of affairs be
gan to change in dramatic fashion. 

Instrumental music was introduced into the wor
ship at Belmont. "Charismatic" elements began to 
crop up in church worship. All connections with 
churches of Christ were severed, and the name was 
changed to the Belmont Church. There is a spontane
ity and informality in the worship. The music service 
(a cappella and instrumental) is not formal and liturgi
cal. Its membership is made up of many prominent 
Nashvillians. The top names in country and pop mu
sic attend the Belmont services. The membership 
embraces a large number of young families. 

The word bizarre describes best what has come to 
pass in recent years. Don Finto announced that God 
had called him to be another "latter day" apostle. He 
was reluctant at first to accept the call, but God 
compelled him to do so. He alleges that his authority 
is the same as the apostolic twelve, and hi.s apostolic 
authority extends to and embraces all churches. There 
are many such cultic groups with tenuous Christian 
connections. The tragedy of it is that this church was 
at one time a church loyal to the word of God. Other 
churches and cults dot the landscape of this nation, 
each with its own perverted notions of scripture. 

A New Star on the Horizon 
Here of late another preacher made a meteoric 

rise from the site of the "old" Hillsboro Church of 



Christ. Its new minister, Rubel Shelly, traces his roots 
back to the strongest of church of Christ conservative 
traditions in West Tennessee. He was a Freed-Harde
man College faculty member. No one in Henderson 
quite matched him in pulpit eloquence. His popularity 
with the college students knew no bounds. He came to 
Nashville some twelve years ago and earned a Vander
bilt Ph.D. in philosophy. 

I accept Shelly's explanation that he has not 
changed positions over the past twelve years-just 
his attitude. I am convinced that he has been undergo
ing an identity crisis. His college mentors early on 
encouraged him to believe he possessed the qualities 
of leadership likened to Alexander Campbell and N. 
B. Hardeman. 

He found himself during his advanced university 
graduate study. He became illuminated by many points 
of light which were in reality the refracted and re
flected illuminations of the philosophies of men. 
Brother Shelly came out of academia with an eclectic 
admixture of New Testament scripture, church of 
Christ traditions, a limited command of modern the
ology (Karl Barth, et al), and a good knowledge of the 
history and content of philosophy. He specializes in 
Christian apologetics and has a good command of 
analytical philosophy (logic). How he puts all these 
elements in his sennons, lectures, forums, debates, 
articles, pamphlets, and books is a wonder to behold. 

The Worst of Times 
Shed your tears first for two old Nashville churches 

that were taken over "lock, stock, and barrel" from 
trusting memberships by two itinerant preachers. There 
were indeed members in the Belmont and Ashwood 
churches who left. Don Finto keeps a low profile. The 
early membership of the Belmont church was drawn 
from area churches of Christ. That was yesterday. 

It is a different case with Rubel Shelly. He is in 
the church of Christ where he grew up and where he 
means to stay. Years ago, Leroy Garrett and Karl 
Ketcherside advised their disciples to stay in the 
churches of Christ. Their modus operandi called for a 
subversion of the old churches-not the establish
ment of new churches. Don't burn the old churches 
down, but get in and control them. Train zealous 
young preachers to pursue your goals. Both Shelly 
and Finto are ensconced in their churches. The ranks 
of the Ashwood (Woodmont Hills) Church of Christ 

have closed around brother Shelly. 
A church service in the Ashwood (W oodmont 

Hills) Church of Christ is like any other in the area 
churches. Acquaintances tell me there is no differ
ence in the worship from that in other churches where 
they attended. They all tell what a good preacher 
brother Shelly is. Music is an important part of the 
worship. It is a capella with stirring new songs with 
high entertainment qualities. There may be some dra
matization during the Lord's Supper. Some may gather 
around the baptistery and applaud while the new con
vert rises from his watery grave. (There was no ap
plause at Jordan, at the foot of the cross, and the 
resurrection.) What is the source of all this raucous 
hand-clapping business? The prayers are like all 
prayers. The unscriptural sennons are well-prepared 
and eloquently delivered. 

However, the "worst of times" for the consetva
tive churches of Christ comes mostly from the "bad
mouthing" directed at them from settings such as the 
Nashville Jubilee, articles in Wineskins, lectureships, 
and forums around the country. 

The traditional and conservative churches around 
this country are just beginning to comprehend what 
they are up against. Their chief adversaries are they of 
their own households. I am much too realistic to think 
articles such as this one will change anything at 
Ashwood or Belmont. 

Conservative churches are cautioned to exercise 
diligence. The "digressives" at the turn of the century 
were moving into churches and just as suddenly mov
ing in the organ. The anti-institutional brethren a 
generation ago were peddling their wares. 

There is a new breed in the land whose tactics are 
the same. Their big "buzz" word is renewal. They are 
catching on that "browbeating" the old traditional 
churches has a zero level of expectation. Their tactics 
are not all that clear to them or to us at present. This is 
all the more reason for the conservative churches of 
Christ to be constantly vigilant. Like Nehemiah, keep 
on building the wall, and keep a sharp eye at the same 
time on those fellows down in the plains of Ono. 
Sanballat and his cohorts sleep neither day nor night. 

3714~ Belmont 
Nashville, TN 37215 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

The Women's Movement: 
Current Status 

By Irene C. Taylor 
Charline Lemonds Sexton 

It has now been some twenty years since the big 
push for legalizing the feminist philosophy. As the 
philosophy has been applied and tested in the lives 
of today's woman, its flaws have become apparent. 
Though some are becoming disenchanted with the 
thrust of the movement, make no mistake about it
ERA and the feminist philosophy are not dead! The 
feminists have not enjoyed the impetus in recent years 
that they did in the 70's and 80's, but they are very 
much at work. If they can get the ERA on key state 
ballots and secure its passage there, we may see a 
revival of the ratification process on a national level. 
Only this time they will soften their radical public 
image to dupe the public into thinking their philoso
phy has changed. Reader, beware! 

Another blemish on the image of the National 
Organization for Women, a prime proponent of the 
feminist philosophy, was the recent revelation that 
its current president, Patricia Ireland, though mar
ried, is involved in a lesbian relationship as well. 
Though certainly not in violation of the feminist view
point, this revelation undergirds the declaration long 
made by those opposing this radical movement that 
NOW does not represent most women's views. De
spite the proclamation of a liberal media, the major
ity do not approve of such conduct. The average 
Mrs. America finds such an "alternative lifestyle" 
repugnant. How sad that some denominations are 
accepting homosexuals in full fellowship and televi
sion is glamorizing such! Those who oppose such 
acceptance are portrayed as bigots. Many Hollywood 
and television personalities are openly sponsoring 
rallies to raise support for homosexual rights. 

Read any metropolitan newspaper Letters-to-the
Editor section or the editorial page and you will find 
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most published letters are in support of the liberal 
philosophy on almost any issue. It is difficult to get 
an opposing viewpoint accepted. This writer has 
written several letters taking issue with the feminist 
viewpoint, abortion, and the like, but only one has 
been published, and it was greatly edited. The me
dia are largely controlled by those who are openly 
sympathetic to the feminist and liberal view. How
ever, in the Daily Oklahoman, published in Okla
homa City, Oklahoma, there appeared a letter some
time in the late fall of 1991 or early in 1992 oppos
ing the liberal philosophy. Many of the quotes pre
sented previously in this series were included in this 
letter, reminding the reader of the radicalism of femi
nist leaders. He then closes with the following para
graph: 

The real issues of the radical feminist 
groups are clear: to promote lesbianism, to 
advocate baby killing, both unborn and born 
children, to forget about our creator, and prac
tice witchcraft. They speak of freedom, but 
their kind of 'freedom' means freedom from 
traditional commitments and personal respon
sibility. Understanding what the radical femi
nist organizations stand for, it is not surprising 
that the Concerned Women of America have a 
very much larger membership. 

In an effort to gain respectability with Mrs. Mid
America, the feminists have tried to publicly soften 
their statements regarding the woman who chooses 
to remain in the home, realizing their radical stance 
was costing valuable support. There are still many 
women who treasure their role in the home. When 
some who were formerly aligned with the feminists 
chose to take time out from lucrative careers to have 
a family, they were all but ostracized by the move-



ment. Reader's Digest recently carried a condensed 
version of The Feminist Betrayal by Sally Quinn. 
Mrs. Quinn makes some startling revelations about 
those in the forefront of the movement. She says: 

The people who spoke for the feminist 
movement were never completely honest with 
women. They were hypocritical. And like the 
communists who denied the existence of God 
and the right to worship, the feminist move
ment overlooked the deepest, most fundamen
tal needs of their constituency. The fact is, femi
nists have never been able to separate the work 
place from the bedroom. 

She then cites the conduct of several feminist 
leaders which is in direct opposition to their public 
stance regarding men. Barbara Streisand is quoted in 
a Washington Post interview as saying that "even 
though my feminist side says people should be inde
pendent and not need to be taken care of by another 
person, it doesn't necessarily work that way." Quinn 
further states: 

The movement was so intent on achieving 
the legitimate goal of equality in the office that 
it tried to regulate people's personal behavior, 
and that's where the feminist movement ran 
into problems. 

Remember the anti-motherhood attitude spouted 
by the leaders of this movement? Quinn reveals that 
several years ago when Betty Friedan wrote a book 
espousing the concept of motherhood, "she was 
soundly criticized by many movement women who 
felt her book was a distraction from the main agenda." 
She goes on to say that 

Women felt betrayed and lied to because 
trying to live a politically correct personal life 
doesn't always work .... There was always the 
suspicion that, like the communist commissars 
who preached sacrifice to their comrades and 
then bought caviar at the party store, feminist 
leaders were publicly telling mothers it was 
great to leave their husbands and be indepen
dent-then secretly dressing in Frederick's of 
Hollywood lingerie for their guys .... Today 
the movement is more and more perceived as a 
fringe cause, often with overtones of lesbian
ism and man hating-a notion hardly dispelled 
by Patricia Ireland's announcement. ... Many 
women have come to see the movement as anti
male, anti-child and anti-feminine. And there
fore it has nothing to do with us. 

It seems quite significant that more and more 
articles are appearing in women's magazines ques
tioning the doctrine of the feminist. One successful 
woman lawyer made the choice to take a leave of 
absence to have children. She had considered herself 
a full-fledged feminist. After opting to stay at home 
and be a full-time mother during her child's early 
years, she found herself almost apologetic for doing 
so. When asked her occupation, she at frrst contin
ued to reply that she was a lawyer. She finally came 
to grips with the fact that homemaking and mother
hood were, indeed, fulfilling careers, and she found 
herself proudly proclaiming the choice she had made. 
But she also declared that, in spite of the claim that 
the feminists uphold a woman's right to freely choose 
a career as full-time homemaker as well as an out-of
home career, she found herself the victim of less than 
cordial treatment by her former feminist associates! 
And some of ''us" have allowed them to brainwash 
us into thinking homemaking is somewhat degrading 
and undignified! 

Feminists are militantly pushing to fill roles in 
religious realms formerly occupied solely by men. 
Some denominations have recognized women in the 
pulpit and as church leaders for years, even before 
this movement became so public. Others are rapidly 
opening their pulpits to women. Even the Catholic 
church is "re-evaluating" the role of nuns. There are 
radical voices among churches of Christ demanding 
that we, too, expand the role of women in religion. 
This element subscribes to the "new hermeneutic " , 
which interprets the scripture so loosely as to permit 
almost anything one might demand. Truly, the femi
nist philosophy has invaded the church! 

Christian women need to re-examine their val
ues and make a concentrated effort to remove this 
erroneous influence from their thinking. We need to 
renew our allegiance to God's word and determine 
to adhere to the pattern he has designed for us. Only 
when we truly follow God's design will we find 
happiness and contentment and eliminate the confu
sion and unrest about us. It is our challenge to show 
the beauty of true womanhood. May God give us 
the courage to do so! 

P.O.Box464 
Ripley, TN 38063 
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Potpourri. .......... . 
•"I appreciate the good work you are doing with 

the Finn Foundation. I look forward to each issue. 
In gospel meetings across the Southwest I encourage 
people to subscribe. The enclosed check is for a gift 
subscription to .... " (F.C., FL) 

•"I deeply appreciate the contents of the Firm 
Foundation. The sounds are sure and true" (E.R.W., 
OK). 

•"Keep up your great work. Stay with the Book!" 
(D.B.B., TN). 

•"A friend loaned us several copies of the Firm 
Foundation. They were wonderful. Please keep up 
the good work. Enclosed please find check for sub
scription" (V.H., NM). 

•"I hope to meet you ... but for now my admiration 
and appreciation is sent. Your ethical journalism, schol
arship, and unyielding rectitude in the faith help me 
with every issue to 'be not unwise, but understanding 
what the will of the Lord is"' (D.T.R., MS). 

•"I am writing to commend you for the outstand
ing job you do as editor of Firm Foundation. You 
are truly most capable in your work and obviously 
fearlessly dedicated to the presentation of truth and 
the fair and accurate exposure of error. I thank God 
for the stand taken by you, brother Eddie Whitten, 
the staff, and all the writers" (B.L., FL). 

Brown Trail 

The Brown Trail School of Preaching is entering 
into its twenty-eighth year of operation. Brown Trail 
has graduated in excess of 200 men who are now 
preaching throughout the world. The school began in 
1965 under the direction ofRoy Deaver. Today Dave 
Miller directs the school. Gary Fallis, Johnny Ramsey, 
and Don Simpson serve as regular faculty of the 
school. They are assisted by Charles Hill, Richard 
Massey, Gary Workman, Toney Smith, and Robert 
Dodson, all of whom preach in the Fort Worth area. 
Forty-eight courses are studied during the two-year 
program. Twenty-three students are now studying at 
Brown Trail. 
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Public Discussion 

J. T. Smith, Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Olan Hicks, 
Searcy, Arkansas, will discuss the biblical teaching 
on marriage, divorce, and remarriage. The discussion 
will be held in the meeting house of the West End 
Church of Christ, 1609 Parkside Drive, Bowling 
Green, Kentucky. The dates are November 30, De
cember 1, 3, and 4. Each session will begin at 7 P.M. 
with three alternating twenty-minute speeches. 

Southern Christian University News 

Wiliard Collins, president-emeritus of David Lip
scomb University in Nashville, has been named to 
Southern Christian University's Board of Regents, 
said SCU President, Rex Turner, Jr. 

"We are honored that brother Collins has con
sented to be on our Board of Regents. His extensive 
background in facets of higher education will be a 
major asset to Southern Christian University," said 
Turner. 

One of the church's leading evangelists and edu
cational leaders, Collins has spent most of his life 
preaching and teaching in Nashville. 

Southern Christian University is a theological 
school affiliated with churches of Christ, located in 
Montgomery, Alabama. The twenty-year-old gradu
ate school trains ministers and church workers and 
has an extensive off-campus program. It is wen
known for its work in the former Soviet Union in 
which its faculty teaches theological classes in the 
university system. 

Church Established in Albania 

Thirty-four personal workers spent from three 
weeks to two months in Tirana, Albania, studying 
with over three hundred. The result was the estab
lishment of the church in this country which their 
dictator has called "The Nation Without God." Dick 
Ady reports 27 baptisms. There are over I 00 visitors 
at each Sunday service. Bill McDonough said, "Hun
dreds have come begging to study, and we now have 
a list of over one thousand names and addresses of 



people on the waiting list." Teachers are needed. If 
you are interested, contact P.O. Box 150, Little Rock, 
AR 72203, or phone (501) 374-5761 for details. 

Nigeria 

Elton Holden reports: 
One of my Nigerian converts, Jacob U. 

Nwachi, went to Umu-Okeke, in Abia State, 
and held a four-day debate with the 'pastor' of 
the Apostolic Christian Church Mission. The 
'pastor' called on his 'senior pastor' to com
plete the debate on the one true church. When 
the 'senior pastor' could not continue, Jacob 
Nawchi began preaching, he said, as did the 
apostles in Jerusalem at Pentecost. At 8:45p.m. 
some cried out, 'Will you take us to the stream 
and baptize us now?' He answered, 'Yes, of 
course.' He was surprised when 70 of the 150 
members of the Apostolic Christian Church de
manded baptism for the remission of their sins. 

Benton Baugh Questions ACU 

In a private letter to an employee of Abliene 
Christian University (ACU) Benton Baugh said, 

Additionally, the front page of the Opti
mist of August 28 refers to Opening Chapel. It 
says that ACU granted an honorary doctorate 
to Boone Powell, Jr., a Baptist. I listened and 
read the article and could find no indication 
that Boone Powell, Jr., had ever entered a 
church of Christ or provided any support to 
Abilene Christian University. He is just a fine 

fellow, as near as I can tell. Assuming this to 
be true, what business does ACU have grant
ing honorary degrees to a Baptist? What are 
we trying to teach our kids by this practice? I 
thought it to be ironic that at a Christian col
lege a Methodist was the writer and editor of 
an official school newspaper article talking 
about giving an honorary degree to a Baptist 

Additionally, at opening chapel, the presi
dents of the local Baptist college and local 
Methodist college were introduced to the stu
dents as honored guests. Does this not commu
nicate that they are O.K. in what they teach the 
kids also? 

Additionally, during the middle of the open
ing chapel service, instrumental music accom
paniment was used with the singing. Does the 
fact that it was only used with patriotic-type 
songs in the middle of chapel justify it or is 
this just desensitizing the kids to the problems 
of instrumental music? lsn 't chapel a worship 
service as surely as Wednesday night church 
service? This situation could be clarified by 
simply having an opening school ceremony in
stead of an opening chapel service. 

The Firm Foundation comments: Whitewash will 
not conceal the ugly black of an institution in stark 
violation of its charter, having lost its direction and 
unwilling to keep faith with the multiplied thousands 
who have sacrificed to create it. Where is the Board 
of Directors? The school needs some direction! ~ 

Our Capsulated Society 
By Ed Smithson 

I just returned from a one-day preaching assign
ment. The church wanted to address the subject of 
church discipline, but they wanted to do it in just one 
day. I spoke at the Bible study hour, the worship hour, 
and the evening service. There is no way you can 
cover the subject thoroughly in three hours. But that 
is all the time we had. 

I have been wondering for a long time now what 
good could come out of this age in which we live 
where people are so involved in other things in life 

you cannot get them involved in church. Gospel meet
ings are a thing of the past with many churches. 
Others are having fewer of them, while still other 
churches have trimmed such meetings from seven 
and five to three days. 

The same Sunday I was involved speaking on 
church discipline, another church I am associated 
with had another man for a day to speak on one 
subject. So this idea is not brand new, and others will 
follow suit. 
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I ask what good can come out of our capsulated 
thinking. It isn't just our spiritual life alone that's 
involved. We have ten and twenty-second commer
cials now. We have "sound bites" on TV. We have 
one-day seminars where we used to have three or 
five. We travel by jet instead of by car. We want 
things con- venient so they won't take as much time. 

Perhaps the most significant thing that comes out 
of this age where the church is concerned is that we 
get people to listen. In most places you can't get a 
majority of the members to attend three or five nights 
of a gospel meeting, but you can get them to church 
for one day. You can't get them involved in a sus
tained effort, but you can get them there for a day. 

This program was well-attended but not 100 per
cent. You will never get that. But the majority of 
those that were there Sunday morning were back 
Sunday night. Perhaps this is the good that comes out 
of our wanting to cram things into a little space. It 
makes the speaker leave off unnecessary things and 
say only what he thinks is important. It's rather of like 
the man who was asked to speak, and he asked how 
long they wanted him to speak.· They wanted to know 
why it mattered. He said if they wanted him to speak 
for an hour, he could start immediately, but if they 
wanted him to speak for five minutes, it would take 
him a week to prepare. 

Some think 25-minute sermons are not enough 
time. It depends on who is doing the preaching and 
how much preparation he has had. I have seen those 
who speak 25 minutes say a ·great deal more than 

others who take 55 minutes, which I consider a long 
time in this age. I really dislike the attitude of some of 
my preaching brethren in this respect. But in the 
adage of the old timer: "The mind will not absorb 
what the seat will not endure." 

There are special circumstances-for instance, lec
tures and Bible classes-where this principle will not 
apply. But in most cases the attention span oflisteners 
is much shorter than the sermons we preach. 

While some of us might not like the meetings 
pared down to three days or one day, it's what we 
have to work with, so let's make the best of it and give 
them something worthwhile. 

Box508 
Neosho, MO 64850 

(Editor's note: A 55-minute sermon heard on a 
padded pew in an air-conditioned building is too 
long, but a 3-hour football game witnessed while 
sitting on hard benches in rain, snow, sleet, and hail 
is not long enough. Perhaps we need to rewrite the 
familiar song to read: "Tell me the story of Jesus, but 
make it snappy, " or ~~/ love to hear the story, in 30 
minutes and no longer. " Brother Smithson is right; 
preachers need to get to the point and not waste the 
time of the listener. Most sermons can be presented in 
half an hour, but if the material demands it, the 
listener should be willing to lend an ear for as long as 
it takes. The trick is making the message meaty and 
not just long-but taking as much time as the lesson 
demands.) 

The Seal and Earnest 
of the Spirit 

By Earl Trimble 

In its noun form the word earnest appears only 
three times in the New Testament (2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; 
Eph. 1:14). In both of the Second Corinthian verses 
the word is used in the phrase, earnest of the Spirit. 
In the Ephesians verse it appears in the phrase, ear
nest of our inheritance. 
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Thayer defines the Greek arrabon (translated ear
nest in these three passages) as "a foretaste and a 
pledge of future blessedness" (p. 75). Interestingly, 
Thayer likens foretaste to "tasted" as found in He
brews 6:4 ("tasted of the heavenly gift"), in Hebrews 
6:5 ("tasted the good word of God"), and 1 Peter 2:3 



("tasted that the Lord is gracious"). The idea of 
tasting is "to partake of, to enjoy, to experience." 

An analysis of these three verses reveals the 
contextual usage of the word earnest. 

2 Corinthians 1:21-22; 5:5 

''Now he that establisheth us with you in Christ, 
and anointed us, is God; who also sealed us, and 
gave us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts." 

''Now he that wrought us for this very thing is 
God, who gave unto us the earnest of the Spirit." 

Attention is called to three words used in these 
two verses as defined by Thayer: 

1. Anointing (chrisma): "a miraculous gift" 
2. Seal (sphragidzo): "to mark with a seal" 
3. Earnest (arrabon): "foretaste and pledge of 

future blessedness" 
Notice also the usage of the expression, an 

anointing, as referring to a miraculous gift in I John 
2:20, 27: 

"And ye have an anointing from the Holy One, 
and ye know all things ... his anointing teacheth you 
concerning all things." 

Brother Guy N. Woods (in his chart #20, used in 
his debate with Given 0. Blakely on the subject of 
the Holy Spirit) says (regarding the word earnest), 

The word is used three times in the New Tes
tament, but always in a figurative sense: in the 
first (2 Cor. 1 :22) it is applied to the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit which God bestowed upon the 
apostles, and by which he might be said to 
have hired them to be the servants of his Son; 
and which were the earnest, assurance, and 
commencement of those far superior blessings 
which he would bestow on them in the life to 
come as the wages of their faithful services: in 
the two latter (2 Cor. 5:5; Eph. 1:13,14), it is 
applied to the gifts bestowed on Christians 
generally upon whom, after baptism, the 
apostles laid their hands, and which were to 
them an earnest of obtaining a heavenly habi-
tation and inheritance, upon the supposition of 
their fidelity. 

The contextual setting wherein the words (anoint
ing, seal, and earnest) are used, show their relativity 
to the Holy Spirit as being the miraculous gifts that 
God bestowed upon the apostles and early Chris
tians through agency of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, 
their primary application was to those of that age 

and not to us today. The word anointing is not appli
cable to us in any sense, who live in the post-miracu
lous era. The words seal and earnest could be said to 
apply to us today only in a secondary sense. 

Ephesians 1:13-14 

" ... ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of prom
ise, which is an earnest of our inheritance, unto the 
redemption of God's. own possession .... " 

In commenting on Ephesians I: 13, J. W. Shep
herd says, "They [the Ephesians] received the gift of 
the Spirit in its miraculous manifestation. We do not; 
but we receive it in our hearts and bring them in 
subjection to it" (Gospel Advocate Commentary, p. 
27). Commenting on verse 14 (p. 28), he uses the 
meaning ofRomans 8:16, I7 to illustrate the meaning 
of the earnest of our inheritance. He says, "It is rather 
the very work of the Spirit himself." Then he ex
plains how the Christian's godly life, as the fruit of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23), is the assurance of God's 
approval. David Lipscomb adds: "So much of real 
spiritual blessings as he enjoys is heaven already in 
his heart; what he has in the work and fruits of the 
Spirit is for him alike pledge and foretaste." 

Is it reasonable that the Spirit, himself, given to 
Christians as a seal and earnest for confirming God's 
approval and guarantee (as some contend) would him
self be dependent upon "outside evidence" (i.e., God's 
word) to confirm his indwelling? It is the result of 
the indwelling, and not the indwelling itself, that serves 
as the seal and earnest. Testimony and confirmation 
by the Spirit is dependent upon action and not pas
sivity on his part. Unless there was an effect, the 
cause would serve no purpose. Some, in contending 
for a direct, personal indwelling, are ready to admit 
to direct operations (miraculous manifestations) of 
the Spirit in the Christian's life today. 

Actually the Spirit proves his indirect indwelling, 
not in being passive, but rather by being active in 
producing fruit in the Christian as the result of his 
teaching. This work performed by the Spirit in today's 
Christian is accomplished indirectly through the me
dium of the all-sufficient, Spirit-empowered word 
(John 6:63,68; Acts 20:32; I Thess. 2: I3; Heb. 4:12, 
et al). 10121 Luella 

El Paso. TX79925 
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Cotham~ Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Change 
Some are advocating today that 

the church should change as society 
changes. If so, what shall we 
change? 

Do we need to change the mes
sage of the Bible which we pro
claim? The New Testament mes

sage is universally and perpetually relevant. "The 
faith . . . was once for all delivered unto the saints" 
(Jude 3). It is for people of every nation, ethnic group, 
culture, and language in every age until the end of 
time. Changing the gospel message in any way on 
any subject brings eternal condemnation. 

Paul wrote to the Galatians: 

I marvel that ye are so quickly removing 
from him that called you in the grace of Christ 
unto a different gospel; which is not another 
gospel only there are some that trouble you, 
and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But 
though we, or an angel from heaven, should 
preach unto you any gospel other than that 
which we preached unto you, let him be anath
ema. As we have said before, so say I now 
again, If any man preacheth unto you any gos
pel other than that which ye received, let him 
be anathema (Gal. I :6-9). 

Biblical teaching is not a deterrent to genuine 
church growth, either numerically or spiritually (Acts 
14:1; 16:5). Bible teaching is what the church needs 
(I Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3: 18). Let us "preach the word" (2 
Tim. 4: I -2). Liberal churches that "fall for anything, 
and stand for nothing" cannot please the Lord. A 
congregation needs to change its message only when 
it discovers it needs to do so to conform to the Bible. 
If a preacher will not preach the word of God on 
such subjects as the plan of salvation, scriptural wor
ship, divorce and remarriage, the sinfulness of reli
gious division, and godly living, then the elders need 
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to make a change in the man who occupies the pul
pit. 

Methods will change. Sometimes the Lord per
mits us to select the method of doing what is re
quired. If God tells us to do something but does not 
tell us how to do it, we are at liberty to use any 
method that does not violate some other Bible prin
ciple. This is called expediency. The day of worship 
is specified, but the hour is not specified; it may 
change from age to age, or from country to country. 
The number of teaching services is a matter of hu
man judgment. Within the last few years, churches 
have taken advantage of the radio and TV for teach
ing God's word. 

The church in many places needs to make a 
change and begin condemning sin. God's rules are 
best for any society. Immorality has ruined nations 
in the past and will continue to do so (Gen. 18:16-
33; 1 9:24-25; 2 Pet. 2:6; Jude 7). Christians are not 
to be "conformed to this world" (Rom. 12:2). "Thou 
shalt not follow a multitude to do evil" (Ex. 23:2) 
was the admonition given to the Israelites. 

It is past time for many congregations to wake 
up and start preaching some old-fashioned gospel 
lessons. This is the hope of the church and the world. 
Departures from the New Testament pattern are sin
ful. "Let all things be done decently and in order'' (1 
Cor. 14:40). 1814 Santa Cruz 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
FF 
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TRAVELING? 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 

CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section arc: McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
$90.00 for 3lincs; $120.00 for 41ines; $150.00 for Home of Florida School of Preaching. 
5 lines; $180.QO for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 lines. 
$375.00 for Stines. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 
SEND NO MONEY. 

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, ~inister. 

Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-
0617. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off l-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974,643-0589, or654-2091. 

TEXAS 

ALASKA SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the evangelist. CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
0REATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, 3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. SEBRING-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 

Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
McGhee, evangelist. 137 Souder Drive, Hurst, 76053. (817) 282-3239, CALIFORNIA 

Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Bill Cayton, 
Eddie Whitten, preachers. GEORGIA ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 

from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
PASADENA, 1727 Kinncloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) CHRIST, 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) Hufsmith-Kohrvillc Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713)-351;. 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 299-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles 4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. H. A. 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. inside 1-285) (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. ------
TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 offl-75. Son Hwy 49 RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
(619)367-9400. Wcwillcontactlovedonesorfriends. (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
Stephenson, preacher. (912) 956-3719, 956-2099. P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER
NADINO, CA. 3630 N ... E .. St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 

MINNESOTA 

6P.M., Wed. 7P.M.Cali883-S022orMarvinMorrow, DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
minister,883-S232. 2344 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 

P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

C 
central 

BURCH OF CHRIST MISSOURI 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. St. Sun. 8:1 S A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. 

COLORADO 
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 
334-3866,334-3757. 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11, A.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

MONTANA 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. 

OHIO 

VIRGINIA 

CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA 24073. Sun. 10, 
11 A.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 
382-7837. 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church St., 
Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 P.M. 
Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 703-
382-7777. 

MAX MEADOWs-FT. CHISWELL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 
Yz mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 
10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann M. Lee, 
evangelist. 703-637-4244: 703-223-1787. 

WYOMING 

RANCHESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST in the 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson RanchMart Center. Sun. 9, 10, 12:30. Tues. 7 PM. 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. BobRiech(307)6SS-2563. 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446- Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. SOUTH CAROLINA FOREIGN 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. cast of 1-75, Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
usc Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 11 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. Call 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertlsang m tlus section IS $2.00 per hne per month Tb1s section 1s desagned especaally to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Finn Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Ads 
must be received by the first of the month to appear in the next month's Issue. Ads 
must be cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following 
month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Congregation of 125 looking for sound Gospel 
Preacher. Energetic in visitation and personal work. 
Salary negotiable. Send reswne and/or tape, photo 
if available. Quitman & Center Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 667, Gladewater, Texas 75647. May call 
(903) 845-5800. 

Wanted: Position available immediately for cxp'd 
well-organized preacher, with good communication 
skills, for challenging work. Require exp'd soul
winner. Must contend for the faith, hold to the pattern 
of sound doctrine. Send professional resume 
including salary, benefits, references, and audio tape 
of two scnnons to D. J. Goins, The Church of Christ, 
111 East Braddock Road, Alexandria VA 22301. 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
by Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection 
of thousands of scripture references, each 
summarized and organized under hundreds of 
logically-amnged subject areas. Includes over 2,000 
interesting, important discussion-stimulating 
questions. This extremely clear and easy guide to 
the Bible is a must for every Christian's 
library. It is ideal for Bible classes for all ages and 
for cottage evangelistic studies focused on the 
simplicity and power of New Testament 
Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to Thco-Med 
Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders,l59 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

The congregation in Superior, Montana, wishes to 
thank all those who applied to the ad for a preacher. Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, .l:8Wl: 
We now have a preacher and wish to thank you for 343-0143: PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 
your interest and prayers. 

Wanted: Full-time minister for congregation of about 
100 members. Must be evangelistic minded with 
Bible-centered preaching and teaching ability. 
Experienced, self-motivated family man, 35-50. Send 
reswne and video tape to Church of Christ, 1121 N. 
Military Road, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304. For further 
information call elders, Alfred Hartwigsen (716) 
283-1214, or Wesley Varney (716) 693-1643. 

Needed: Dynamic and sound man to direct "Bible 
Chair" on two-year junior college campus in 
Grayson County, Texas Must have Masters's Degree 
in Bible. Salary negotiable. Housing available. Needs 
to be in place by January. Send resume and 
references to: Elders, Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
215, Howe, TX 15459 

Small congregation in Overbrook, KS is seeking a 
gospel preacher with some financial support who is 
neither afraid nor ashamed to declare the whole 
counsel of God. Those interested can call (913) 665-
1085. 

Wanted, conservative gospel preacher, for the 
recently merged Mainland Church of Christ, Texas 
City, Texas. No non-cooperation adherents need to 
apply. Salary negotiable. Congregations desire man 
of middle age. Send tape with resume to: 
MainlandChurch of Christ, 1010-7th Street North, 
P.O. Drawer E, Texas City, TX 71590, (409) 948-
3442. 
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FREE SAMPLE COPY of new tract for personal 
evangelism: "Why Should You Believe in Jesus 
Christ?" by Raymond T. Exwn. Send long, self
addressed, stamped envelope to Exwn Press, P. 0. 
Box 973, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0973. 

WOMEN'S ROLE AND 1 CORINTHIANS 
14:33B-37-What's going on in the church? Galley 
Book $9 money order (or cash) to Bill Haberman, 
2314 Wood Mcadow, San Antonio, TX 78232. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale--an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free infonnation to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Please give us the Bibles, books, and communion 
sets you no longer need. We will ship them to 
missionaries overseas. Church of Christ, 220 
Padenreich Ave., Gadsden, AL 35903-2439. 

Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box SOlO, Pcll City, AL 
35125. 

Mature Christian Lady. Live-in position at adult 
family home. Five-day work week. Caregiver to 
elderly. ambulatory ladies. Good salary with full 
home benefits. Vacation paid after one year. Call or 
send resume: The Cedars, 3551 Sorenson Road, 
Everson, WA 98247 (206) 966-2569. 

HOUSEPARENTS 
NEEDED 

Spiritually mature 
Christian couples 

interested in becoming 

HOUSEPARENTS 

Contact 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 

The Church in Transition to 
What? by James D. Bales is a 
critical review of Jim 
Woodruff's book, The Church 
in Transition, which is 
available from the Firm 
Foundation. We regret that 
brother Bales teaches the 
marriage law of God does not 
apply to those who are not in 
a covenant relationship with 
Christ. We believe much 
hann has been done by this 
erroneous view. Still, his book 
refuting the false teaching of 
James Woodruff is well-done 
and the information needs to 
be available to those who 
contend earnestly for the faith. 
Cost is $5.00 plus $1.50 
shipping. Firm Foundation, 
PO Box210876, Bedford, TX 
76095-7876 or 1-800-572-
3619. 
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Restoring the Restoration Moventent? 
By Adron Doran 

Serious questions are being raised within the broth
erhood about what we are really proposing when we 
talk and write about remairung faithful or returning 
to the principles and plea of the American Restora
tion Movement. All seem to agree that principles by 
which the church was restored and the plea enunci
ated by the early restorers of the nineteenth century 
are sound and valid. Many are trying to keep the 
significance of the Restoration Movement in its proper 
perspective. 

I have been a student of the movement led by 
Barton Warren Stone in Kentucky and by Thomas 
Campbell and his son, Alexander, in Pennsylvania 
and West Virgirua since my college days at Freed
Hardeman. I registered for a class under L. L. 
Brigance in which we used a book by M. M. Davis 
titled, How the Disciples Began and Grew. Davis 
was ordinarily accurate in presenting the historical 
facts as they related to the work of Stone, Campbell, 
and their peers but he pursued the usual course taken 
by Christian Church historians. Davis interpreted the 
beginning and growth of the movement from the 
viewpoint which he held at the time ( 1915). I do not 
recall that brother Brigance stressed the division that 
took place over the organization of the American 
Missionary Society (1849) and the introduction of 
instrumental music into the worship ( 1859). How
ever, Davis extolled the virtue of the Missionary So-

ciety but did not mention the use of a melodeon at 
Midway, Kentucky. I learned since that M. M. Davis 
was deeply rooted in the liberalism which crept into 
the Movement during the early part of the 1900's 
and reached a peak at the College of the Bible in the 
Hall Laurie Calhoun case in 1917. 

In 1903, M. M. Davis was serving as president of 
the Texas Christian Lectureship which was held at 
Cleburne. John William McGarvey, who was presi
dent of the College of the Bible at the time, was 
invited to speak and reluctantly accepted. McGarvey 
said he agreed to go and speak because "some perni
cious teaching on biblical criticism had been placed 
before the body at previous meetings and that I was 
considered ... the only brother prepared to thoroughly 
counteract it." E. V. Zollars, president of Texas Chris
tian University, Waco, was one of the other "chief 
speakers." Though McGarvey stood fast against the 
"new" theology espoused by the leaders of liberalism 
within the Christian Church, both Davis and Zollars 
later went tl1e way of the Disciples of Christ. 

John William McGarvey advocated a return to 
the Bible as the only rule of faith and practice be
cause that course would return the church to the prin
ciples and plea of the Stone-Campbell movement. 
However, when R. H. Grosfield and his associates 
took over the College of the Bible in 1912, they 
abandoned the efforts that had been made by 

(continued 011 page 4) 
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Editorial 

Hontosexual Population 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Proponents ofhomosexual "rights" often claim 
that 10% of the population is "gay." Gary L. Bauer, 
in his excellent syllabus printe~ by In Focus says, 
"Major surveys in the United States, Great Britain, 
and Australia show that homosexuals comprise less 
than 3% of the population and more likely com
prise less than 1 %." 

The 10% figure comes from discredited research by Alfred C. 
Kinsey. 

"Kinsey never said that 10% of the population is homosexual. 
He said 10% of men were exclusively homosexual for periods of up 
to three years. For women the incidence was less than half that of 
the male incidence" (Gary L. Bauer, In Focus). 

The National Research Council and the authors of the 1990 book, 
Kinsey, Sex, and Fraud, destroyed Kinsey's credibility, according 
to The Lancet, a respected British medical journal. 

The National Center for Health Statistics of the Center for Dis
ease Control says that homosexual population is less than 1.5%. Tttis 
figure includes any ''man who has had sex with another man at some 
time since 1977, even one time" ("AIDS Knowledge and Attitudes, 
January-March 1990," facts from the National Health Interview Sur
vey, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services). 

Bauer states: "A study released in June 1991, by the National 
Opinion Research Center says only 2% of sexually active adults re
ported being exclusively homosexual or bisexual" (Tom W. Smith, 
"Adult Sexual Behavior in 1989: Number of Partners, Frequency of 
Intercourse, and Risk of AIDS," Family Planning Perspectives, May/ 
June, 1991, p. 1 02). 

The Kinsey report is flawed because up to 25% of the Kinsey 
sample came from convicted criminals, many of them sex offend
ers. Kinsey used hundreds of male prostitutes in his male study, ac
cording to Wardell Pomeroy, his co-author. Kinsey believed there 
was no such ttting as normal sexuality (Kinsey, Sex and Fraud: The 
Indoctrination of a People, Huntington House, Lafayette, La., 1990, 
p. 177). 

Homosexual-activist Bruce Voeller describes how the Kinsey 
findings are central to the homosexual effort to alter radically Ameri
can culture: 

After years of our educating those who inform the public 



and make its laws, the concept that 10 percent ofthe population 
is gay has become a generally accepted 'fact.' While some re
minding always seems necessary, the 10 percent figure is regu
larly utilized by scholars, by the press, and in government sta
tistics. As with so many pieces ofknowledge and myth, repeated 
telling made it so (Homosexuality, Heterosexuality: Concepts of 
Sexual Orientation, The Kinsey Institute Series, Oxford Univer
sity Press, 1990, p.35-36). 

We marvel so few can have such great influence on so many. 
Homosexuals may number less than 4.5 million in America, but are 
incorrectly thought to number 30 million. The dinky number of ac
tual homosexuals can exert a lopsided sway on American politics 
because of their loud-mouthed insistence that their ')"ights" be pro
tected. 

Do not be deceived. In the Congress ofthe United States, House 
Billl430 and Senate Bil1574 are viable. The bills have been referred 
to the Committees on Education, Labor, and Judiciary for study and 
can be brought to public hearings, committee action, and a congres
sional vote any time. 

This editorial is uncommonly technical, but the subject matter 
is unusual. The point is: A minority can make a profound influence 
for evil. Homosexuals, though a tiny fraction of the total population, 
can cause bills to be introduced in the Congress of the United States 
that, if passed, will give them an unfair and unreasonable power to 
change the culttrral condition of our nation and make it illegal to pro
test their soiled behavior. Decent people could go to jail or be fmed 
for objecting to the dirty, unsanitary, and loathsome conduct of the 
indecent. 

The bills in question (HR. I 430 and Senate Bill 574) aspire to 
amend the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and give homosexuals the power 
of the federal government to protect them and boost their wicked 
agenda. Sexual degenerates of America are bent on corrupting our 
children. They are determined to make us a queer nation, like Sodom 
and Gomorrah. They are not content to degrade themselves but are 
resolved to disgrace the total population. 

The Bible repeatedly warns that sexual sins bring everlasting 
destruction. Paul says homosexuals dishonor their bodies among 
themselves (Rom. I :24); their passions are vile (Rom. I :26); their 
practice is against nature (Rom. 1 :26); their conduct is unseemly 
(Rom. 1 :27); and they receive the just payment of their crooked con
duct (Rom. I :27). 

We reap what we sow (Gal. 6:7). Homosexuals sow nasty seed 
and reap damnation in this life and eternal anguish. We cannot do 
wrong and escape punishment. Some vice is punished in this world, 
and all corruption will suffer pangs of darkness and fire in a place 
of torment, where the worm never dies, throughout eternity. 

Homosexuality is a peculiarity so cheap that fools employ it to 
emphasize their mental incapacity. Still, sexual perverts sit in high 
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places and use their power to debase the nation. The 
reason is twofold First, homosexuals are determined 
and vocal. Second, the virtuous people of the world 
are timid and reluctant. 

If Christians were outspoken in favor of truth, if 
they were stubborn in following righteousness, if they 
were undaunted in opposing things contrary to sound 
doctrine, the world would be a better place. Chris
tians may be few in comparison to the total popula
tion of the world, but can leaven the lump. They 
cannot be an influence for good by sitting on the 
fence with hands over eyes, mouth, ears. 

The dictum is "Keep your mouth shut and don't 
make waves." The good people of our land have 
been brainwashed into thinking that it is wrong to 
condemn evil. We live in a land of moral-mutes be
cause we have been browbeaten into thinking there 
are no absolute values, and the highest standard is 
pleasure. Never say, ''No," is the rule. To condemn is 
to be uncouth and vulgar. So, anything goes-women 
raped, old folks mugged, children abused, and homo
sexuals coddled by the courts. 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

(This is the last in a series of articles dealing 
with proposed federal legislation to protect and em
power homosexuals. It is not the last we will say 
about the attempt to legalize perversion. Some sena
tors and representatives are saying the bills dfed when 
the 1 02nd Congress adjourned. This is technically 
true, but it is also true that they can be revived by a 
stroke of the pen. Senator Cranston, the sponsor of 
the Senate version of the bill, was defeated and will 
not return to Congress. Any of the co-sponsors of the 
bill can reactivate it by notifying any of the commit
tees to which it was referred of their desire to do so. 
The House bill was sponsored by Representative 
Weiss, who is now dead. Co-sponsors of the bill can 
reinstate it in the house with a simple request. When 
reactivated, the bills will be given new identifying 
numbers. (/'his information comes from the office of 
Senator Phil Gramm of Texas.) The bills are certain 
to be activated early in the 1 03rd Congress. We will 
keep the readers of the Firm Foundation informed. 
When public hearings are held, we have requested 
permission to testify. Let your elected officials know 
of your opposition to this attempt to dignify homo-
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sexuality. Keep abreast of what is happening in your 
local school district and object to attempts to present 
homosexual behavior as normal and acceptable. (No
tice, please, information given in "Potpourri" in this 
issue.) An executive order requiring homosexuals to 
be retained in the military can be overturned by con
gressional action. Keep America pure!-Dobbs.) 

Postscript 

The world is full of ruined monuments to the 
failure of civilization-or, to be more precise, the 
failures of numerous civilizations, each organized ac
cording to different principles, each brought to disas
ter in a different way. Some of them died slow deaths, 
stretching out over many centuries, like the Roman 
and the Chinese empires. Some were brought to sud
den ruin, like Carthage. But in the greatest of civili
zations, there is usually a common thread at the end, 
a corruption of spirit that leads to selfishness and 
preoccupation with pleasure, eventually to the exclu
sion of what is usual and normal. At that point, ex
cess and perversion come into fashion, and after that
catastrophe. There are numerous examples of such 
decadence, and at the end of great civilizations you 
almost always find homosexuality-widespread, en
ergetic, enormously proud of itself (from the book 
Shadow of the Land by congressman William 
Dannemeyers). 

Restoring the Restoration 
Movement? 
(continued from page 1) 

McGarvey, I. B. Grubbs, and H. L. Calhoun to keep 
the Christian Church and the college true and loyal to 
the book. They abandoned the principles and plea of 
the Restoration Movement and rejected the Bible as 
being the all-sufficient and inerrant blueprint for faith 

. and practice. Calhoun quoted McGarvey and Grubbs 
as having said that "they would rather see the Col
lege of the Bible sink in the bottom of the ocean than 
that it should become a place where destructive criti
cism is taught" 



Following the "Firestonn in the Bluegrass" of 
1917, when Calhoun left the deanship, the Board of 
Trustees of the College reported: "The Board be
lieves that the disposition to preserve the good of the 
past, combined with the ability to improve the task of 
the present should be the underlying principle to its 
trusteeship of the institution." The Board did not de
fine what the members meant by "the good of the 
past" or the "task of the present." However, it is a 
well-established fact that the liberals who had gained 
a foothold in the Coiiege of the Bible did not mean 
to hold fast to the principles and pleas of the Restora
tion Movement but to join the ranks of the leftist, 
nonbiblical inclusivists as the ''present task." 

It seems to me that many of our brethren are 
wholly indifferent to the significance of the Restora
tion Movement, while others misunderstand, misin
terpret, or misapply the things which the restorers 
were endeavoring to do. Consequently, any effort to 
call men back to the New Testament pattern, foiiow
ing the sound principles of the Restoration Move
ment, falls upon deaf ears and closed minds. Stone, 
the Campbells, and their associates did not claim that 
they were establishing the church of Christ in 
America. They proposed to return to the ancient or
der by abandoning confessions of faith, separating 
themselves from denominationalism, accepting the 
Bible only as a sure guide, adopting the name Chris
tian by which to be called, and becoming members 
of the body of Christ through obedience to the gos
pel. This course meant they were restoring the church 
of Jesus Christ. 

I believe that Stone and the Campbells understood 
full well that if the seed of the kingdom which is the 
word of God was sown in the hearts of men and 
women during the 1800's, that it would produce the 
same results which were produced when the apostles 
preached the gospel in the first century. In every in
stance the sower was careful to make sure that what 
was planted bore the benchmarks of New Testament 
authority. So, we of today are perfectly safe in fol
lowing the pattern outlined by the restorers in all mat
ters where they followed the commands of Christ, the 
doctrine of the apostles, and the practices of the primi
tive church (Matt. 28:20). On the other hand, we can 
preach the truth and restore the church of Christ any
where in the world, and the members will be able to 

worship God in spirit and in truth without knowing 
about the Stone-Campbell movement. 

When Thomas Campbell proposed to the Wash
ington (Pa.) Christian Association, at the home of 
Abraham Alters in 1809, that "We will speak where 
the scriptures speak, and we will remain silent where 
the scriptures are silent," the religionist leaders as 
well as some of his associates were shocked. How
ever, Campbell was merely restoring a well-known 
and generally accepted principle expressed to the New 
Testament church by the Holy Spirit through the 
writing of Simon Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ. 
Peter wrote: "If any man speak, let him speak as the 
oracles of God. . . that God in all things may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ" (I Pet. 4: II). The 
apostle was teaching that the saints should observe 
the silence of the oracles as well as muster the cour
age to speak the truth. We are deeply indebted to 
Campbell for his insights which enabled him to look 
through the dark glass of sectarian creeds and pro
pose to his people that they accept the word of God 
as authority for what they would say or not say. We 
are encouraged in our course by the wise saying of 
Campbell which was based on the inspired word of 
the apostle. 

It is well, therefore, that we place due emphasis 
upon the position which the early restorers took, but 
it is of greater importance that we weigh what they 
taught and practiced in the light of God's eternal 
truth. The task of restoring New Testament Christi
anity is made easier by a serious study of the Resto
ration Movement, but we should not lose sight of the 
fact that we are committed, in the final analysis, to 
accept and follow the Bible. I have great respect and 
admiration for the Campbells, Stone, Walter Scott, 
John Smith, John Rogers, John T. Johnson, and oth
ers of their kind, but my greater loyalty lies with the 
apostles of Christ, in whose doctrine we must con
tinue steadfastly. 

The leaders of the American Restoration Move
ment were busy about restoring the church of Christ 
rather than advocating changes which must be made 
in the Bible pattern in preparation for the church to 
make a transition into the next century. 

111 Woodland Ave 
Lexington, KY 40502 
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Gentle Dialogue or Holy War? 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Christians face many unpleasant realities. The 
work of highly-placed heretics is acutely alarming. 
Sound men of good will differ over the best way to 
negate their destructive influence, protect the inno
cent, and dislodge them from power. The "wimpy 
school" believes the truth, but they seldom tell any
one, especially those who espouse error. They are 
loath to face such problems directly. Public debates 
are too negative; somebody might find out about them 
and conclude that the church of Christ struggles with 
problems. Journals like the Firm Foundation are criti
cized for dealing with controversial issues forthrightly. 
If you display it in the foyer, a non-Christian might 
secure a copy and learn that the Lord's church faces 
difficulties. (This logic would eliminate the Gospels, 
Acts, the Epistles, and Revelation.) Radio progran1s, 
newspapers, and television shows are off-limits for 
the same reason. If you are not careful, everybody 
will know what is going on! 

A second group consists of those who believe that 
current discussions with prominent errorists should 
employ a softer touch. "Gentle dialogue" is called for. 
These are faithful men. When they fully perceive a 
threat to the Lord's cause, they mount a fearless de
fense. However, they remind me of those who led the 
American war effort in Viet-Nam. They hesitate to 
force the enemy to fight in the open. He is allowed to 
hit and rtG:. The location of his power bases are known 
but not identified and attacked. Why fight with one 
arm tied? This allows the enemy to consolidate his 
positions and grow in strength. Until he is identified, 
he exploits the cloak of anonymity to recruit from 
within the ranks of the righteous. He mercilessly preys 
on the gullible and naive. 

For example, early this year at a "certain lecture
ship" conducted on the campus of a "certain univer
sity," from which I am proud to have graduated twice, 
the ammal Open Forum was conducted. A "certain 
well-known brother" that I highly esteem and admire 
led the discussion. At the outset of the initial forum 
session, a "certain former professor" of mine, whom 
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I also greatly admire, informed the audience that no 
individuals were to be identified. In somber tones he 
admonished the audience to discuss issues only. Con
sequently, the forum progressed with brethren refer
ring to all the mischief and mayhem caused by "a cer
tain brother." I suspect that an outsider would have 
wondered who that "certain brother" character was and 
how he managed to stir up so much trouble in so many 
different communities. The whole affair was a bit comi
cal. Truth was upheld, and error was opposed, but why 
all the cloak and dagger? Why not identify the enemy 
and his power bases? 

Third, within every camp are those who possess 
the disposition of a bellicose badger. Their opinions 
are equal to divine oracles in their own estimation. 
Anyone who dares disagree is seen as a heretic involved 
in a sinister plot to despoil the church and take over 
the world. The scoundrel will then be exposed to the 
most rabid vituperations as the ''badger boys" breathe 
out all manner of threatening and slaughter. I believe 
the hesitancy to openly oppose error by many is due 
to a fear of being branded a badger. 

Then there are those of us who are convinced that 
the time has come to stand and fight. We believe it is 
unworkable, unwise, and unholy to have any fellow
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness (Eph. 4: I 5). 
We realize that it is foolish to walk with people with 
whom we differ concerning the inspiration, authority, 
and interpretation ofthe scripture, the nature and func
tion of the church, and the respective roles of men and 
women in the kingdom (Hos. 4:6). It is suicidal to al
low them to continue to wreck the faith of our young 
people and peddle their false views for monetary profit 
Not only must the error be refuted, but the source must 
be identified and dealt with. 

I have no hope of influencing those who make a 
career of protecting the underside of their lap. They 
will continue to be tossed to and fro and carried about 
by every wind of teaching. They will stand everywhere 
and nowhere depending on who appears to be winning. 
Nor do I think it possible to wield significant influ-



ence over the badgers among us. They simply like to 
fight over insignificant questions. They will continue 
to careen out of control. We dare not fall off into the 
pit of foolish disputes with them (Titus 3:9-11). 

It is to "soft-touch" brethren I appeal. The time for 
"gentle dialogue" has passed. The danger to the cause 
is imminent It is time to act. Wolves among us have 
scattered the sheep and are brazenly devoming the weak. 
I know you respect God's word, and I appeal to it now. 

There is no way to reconcile a policy of answering 
error without identifying its source with biblical man
dates. Paul could not have been more clear when he said: 
"Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divi
sions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which you 
have learned, and avoid them" (Rom. 16: 17). How can 
the faithful "avoid them" if they are not identified? 
When false teachers are noted and refuted, you "soft
touch" brethren come along and say, "While I, too, ob
ject to 'a certain brother's' errant views, I do not believe 
that it was proper to call his name in public." It does not 
seem to occur to you that the false teacher is often a 
prominent professor who pushes his views off on impres
sionable students and publishes them via journals, books, 
lectureships, and seminars. After bewailing the fact that 
the wolf was identified, you are free to pursue the discus
sion, having painted yourself as the epitome of modera
tion. In all candor, is this honorable conduct? 

Another important passage speaks to this issue. Ti
tus 1:9-14 indicates the proper course to take when deal
ing with false teachers. In Titus 1 :6-8 Paul carefully 
outlines what should characterize an elder's family and 
personal life. As the list of qualifications closes, he de
scribes what the spiritual leader's attitude and actions 
must be toward the word of God and those who op
pose it: "Holding to the faithful word as he has been 
taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to 
exhort and convict those who contradict" {Titus 1 :9). 

The word faithful (or trustworthy) used to describe 
the content of Christian teaching is significant It is reli
able and dependable; you can rest all your weight upon it 

In view of the reliability of the "faithful word" the 
spiritual leader must do three things. First, he must hold 
finnJy to it He must not waver but do his best to present 
himself to God as one approved, handling the word of 
truth correctly (2 Tim. 2: 15). Second, he must encour
age others with the "faithful word." The false teachers 
were impacting the community to the extent that Paul 

wrote: "Whose mouths must be stopped, who sub
vert whole households, teaching things which they 
ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain" {Titus 1: 11 ). 
When the Thessalonians suffered confusion concern
ing the second coming because of false teachers, Paul 
encouraged them with sound teaching (1 Thess. 4:16-
18). Third, he must refute those who oppose God's 
faithful word. In virtually every community some 
distort God's truth. It is the responsibility of the faith
ful to refute them {Titus 1:9; Eph. 4:15). 

Turn your nose up at that if you wish, but it is 
what God demands. Cop out by protesting that you 
are too sensitive to bear anything so negative but do 
not expect to convince anyone. Let's not kid one an
other. You "soft-touch" brethren are tough as a Texas 
twister when something you cherish is threatened. 

Too many professed Christians want a religion 
that has no discemable impact on the way they live. 
They want to come to worship for an ear-tickling. It 
makes no difference what is taught, if it makes them 
feel good They "go along to get along" and play
like there are no real problems. Let someone else 
speak the truth, hold to it faithfully, and refute those 
who oppose it. Let them take the hits, absorb the ridi
cule, and bear the assault of the legions of darkness. 
In fact, these folks will participate in the affliction 
of the righteous even if it appears that the legion of 
light is about to lose. If truth somehow triwnphs, they 
are present to march in the victory parade as if they 
had borne the heat of battle. 

We might not be facing the intense problems ex
ploding all about us if more men of valor had finnly 
held to the faithful word and refuted those opposing 
it. We might not be fighting on so many fronts now 
if more brave men had placed principle above popu
larity. Are you finnly holding the faithful word? Do 
you encourage others with it? Will you refute those 
who oppose it even if it threatens your invitations to 
conduct gospel meetings and appear on lectureships? 
Is the cause of Christ more important to you than 
job security and career advancement? 

The personal characteristics of false teachers 
make it imperative that their efforts be thwarted {Ti
tus 1: 1 0). Paul said, "Cretans are always liars, evil 
beasts, idle gluttons" {Titus 1: 12). The extent of the 
problem on Crete was apparent. There were many 
of these heretics. They had permeated the church. 
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Something had to be done to counteract their destruc
tive influence. They were ''rebellious" or ''unruly." If 
they had ever been subtle or secretive, they were no 
longer. The heretics felt their power increasing and 
felt confident wielding it openly. These deceivers op
posed Christian principles and were detennined to un
dermine all the previous work of Paul and Titus on 
Crete. 

Paul called them "mere talkers," people who talked 
a lot but whose words had little substance. For all their 
jabber, nothing of genuine significance was said com
pared to the "faithful word" Sadly false teachers do 
not have to say anything substantial to lead people 
astray. There is a reason for that: 

For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears; and they shall tum away their ears 
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables 
(2 Tim. 4:3-4). 

The troublers of Crete were further identified as 
"deceivers." Their motives were corrupt; they had 
clear-cut goals and premeditated s1Iategies. They meant 
business and were not about to fade away if the breth
ren flattered them in a cowardly attempt at appease
ment. 

The dark deeds of these Cretan heretics was con
sistent with their conupt character. Teaching things 
they should not have taught made it possible for them 
to subvert whole houses (Titus I: II). 

To further establish his case, Paul cited an inside 
witness: "One of themselves, even a prophet of their 
own said, the Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, slow 
bellies" (Titus I: 12). This quote apparen~y comes from 
Epiminides who lived about 600 B.C. The correlation 
between what Epiminides said about Cretans and what 
this particular group of Cretans did is obvious. ''Li
ars" are "deceivers." "Evil beasts" are animals which 
prey on innocent victims, tearing them apart. "Lazy 
gluttons" are self-centered and could not care less 
about how they achieve their objectives. 

False teachers have not changed in character or 
conduct through the centuries. Keen perception and 
great intellect are not required to understand that they 
still have rebellious hearts, talk foolishly, and deceive 
the simple with smooth speech as they make merchan
dise of them. As it was on Crete, so it is among us. 
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The parallels are striking. 
Paul's solution was simple and direct First, he pro

posed that the reality of the situation be faced: "This 
witness is true .... "(Titus I:I3a). If the Cretans did 
not face the problems, the Lord's church was doomed. 
We, too, must face up to the reality of our problems; 
it is worse than useless to pretend they do not exist 

Second, he succinctly spelled out how to meet the 
threat: " ... Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they 
may be sound in the faith" (Titus I: I 3b ). This burden 
was not to be borne by Titus alone. Ordaining elders 
was not purely an organizational matter. It was a ba
sic solution to the problems created by the false teach
ers. The difficulties were to be corrected by these men 
who were ''holding fast the faithful word as he hath 
been taught that he may be able by sound doctrine both 
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers" (Titus I :9). 

Those who persistently promoted error were to be 
sharply rebuked (Titus I: 13). The purpose was to pro
tect the church from being led astray, and it represented 
a last-ditch effort to regain the errant teacher. 

Many wonder why Paul demanded such a severe 
approach on Crete. When this material is compared 
with the advice he gave the Galatians (Gal. 6: I), the 
contrast is striking. The instructions to Timothy-not to 
strive but rather to be gentle-are even more shocking 
(2 Tim. 2:24-26). Does this represent a contradiction or 
a change in his doctrine of discipline? Not at all! 

The reason for Paul's approach to the difficulties 
on Crete becomes clear when you study the nature of 
the problems and the character of the men creating 
them. The situation was beyond "gentle dialogue." 
Titus was facing corrupt people who had consciously 
rejected the "faithful word." They had deliberately 
chosen the path of conuption and unbelief. Paul says 
they were utterly corrupted (Titus I:IS). To make 
matters worse they had purposely mixed truth wither
ror, thus, enabling them to deceive more people {Ti
tus 1: 16). They actually lowered themselves to the 
point of using God's name for selfish purposes. When 
they did, Paul showed no mercy! 

What are we to do with such men today? Just as 
Titus did on Crete. The stakes are too high to do any
thing less. 

Carpe Diem. P. 0. Box 411 
Livingston, TX 77351 
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If They Had Graves 
By Jeff Jarrett 

Nineteen years have passed since the United States 
Supreme Court made its tragic decision concerning 
the fate of literally millions of unborn human beings. 
Parents were given the legal option of abortion. 

God's word clearly teaches life begins at concep
tion. Life is God's creation (Gen. I :27; 10:11; Isa. 
44:24). Job asked, ''Did not one fashion us in the 
womb?" (Job 31: 15). God told Jeremiah, "Before I 
fonned thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou 
earnest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I 
ordained thee a prophet unto the nations" (Jer. 1:5). 
What if Jeremiah's mother had aborted him? What a 
heartbreaking disaster it would have been if Mary 
had "exercised her right to choose" by aborting the 
Son of God (Matt. 1: 18-25)! It must be painful and 
evil for God to see millions of unborn human beings, 
created in his image, killed each year. 

Something must be done. The heart of the issue 
is not ''women's rights" but rather human life. How 
can we get our people to feel true anguish for this 
national disgrace? What will cause us to yield to the 
will of God? How do we get the nation's attention? 

Americans remember the brave soldiers who gave 
their lives on fields of battle. We erect monuments. 
We declare memorial days. We give their bodies spe
cial places of honor in national cemeteries. During 
America's 216-year history more than 1.25 million sol
diers have been killed in wars. This pales in compari
son to the war on the unborn! Since 1973, in the U.S. 
alone, over 28 million unborn babies have lost their 
lives to legalized abortion-over twenty-two times as 
many as have been killed in our nation's wars! 

The number of aborted babies staggers the mind. 
Start in the state of Texas and remove one individual 
for every baby that has been aborted in the past nine
teen years. This would remove everyone from the 
state of Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, and Louisiana. If the same demonstration 
was performed on the East Coast, it would empty 
New York state, New Jersey, and Connecticut. On 
the West Coast, it would completely evacuate all of 

California, Oregon, and the majority of Washington! 
Most abortion clinics dispose of the lifeless bod

ies of the unborn by dumping them into trash cans or 
garbage incinerators. No memorial! No funeral! No 
gravestone! No national holiday! What if they all had 
graves? Let us give each aborted baby a small plot of 
ground for its dead body and a memorial stone. It's 
not a new or unreasonable suggestion. Minnesota 
passed a law requiring hospitals and clinics to ar
range decent burials of these human remains. 

Maybe if there were a national cemetery for these 
unborn victims of this immoral atrocity we would 
call attention to the magnitude of the tragedy. Such a 
cemetery and a grave plot for each of the more than 
28 million children would be over 45 miles square. 
At 55 miles per hour it would take over 3.25 hours 
just to drive around the perimeters of this massive 
graveyard. If these. graves where placed side-by-side 
in a straight line from New York City to Los Ange
les, the world would take notice. Such a line of graves 
would stretch between these two cities almost seven 
times! Would our society care if ~!:c ..... wru, a line of 
graves 2500 miles long and seven graves wide? 

The grave marker might read: "Baby Jane Doe
Died: December 11, 1991. Would have been born 
July, 1991. Her mother wouldn't love her. Her coun
try wouldn't save her. Without seeing anything more 
of the outer world than the end of a suction tube and 
the sharp edge of a scraping knife, she has found rest 
in the anns of Jesus." 

We were appalled to learn of the Nazi treatment 
of the Jews. At Auschwitz over four million Jews 
were murdered. We are still aghast at the wickedness 
and severity of those events. Yet in comparison to 
the crime against the unborn, Auschwitz was tame. 

"Take heed that ye despise not one of these little 
ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels 
do always behold the face of my Father which is in 
heaven" (Matt. 18:1 0). 300 N. 12th 
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Grace and Law: 
Legalism and Liberalism-Part V 

By G. C. Brewer 

In their efforts to avoid the charge of legalism, 
the nee-orthodox contenders even go to the extent of 
making salvation absolutely unconditional. If there 
are conditions, then there is no escaping the fact that 
the sinner must comply with the conditions. To make 
a condition essential would be to damn all those who 
do not comply with that condition, they say, and it 
has been shown that the whole motive in this effort 
to digress from the truth and change the truth into a 
falsehood is to include in the pale of salvation people 
who have not submitted to the Lord's will or com
plied with the gospel terms. This being the great 
moving cause of this arguing, some of the men hark 
back to Calvinism and make salvation absolutely un
conditional. They all quote Ephesians 2:8-10 and make 
the same application that the denominational people 
have always made of this passage. They even go 
back to the Primitive Baptist contention. They tacitly 
admit, or, at least, imply, that those who do not ac
cept their views are the non-elect, anyway, and fur
ther to argue with us is to cast pearls before swine! 

One young man, with whom I have had personal 
interviews (to keep suspicion off others- this was 
Walter Barron), made the Primitive Baptist argument 
with a straight face and with seemingly no compunc
tion of conscience. Salvation is not of ourselves; it is 
not of works; it is by the grace of God and through 
faith. Yet he took the position that faith is not a work 
or a cornn1and of the Lord and that it is not some
thing that the person does. He even made the old 
contention that the grammar of this passage of scrip
ture made the word that the antecedent of faith. "By 
grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God." The boy con
tended that faith is a gift of God, that it is not of 
ourselves. It was in order to meet this argtm1ent that 
I studied some principles of grammar fi fly years ago, 
and my first attention to the grammatical construe-
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tion of any sentence in the Bible was called out by 
this very argument. In the long ago day my answer to 
the argument was that faith is not the gift of God 
referred to in this passage, because the Bible teaches 
that to believe, which is the verb form of the word 
faith, is something that the person himself does. The 
jailer said, "Sirs, what must I do?" The reply was: 
Do this- believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 
16:3 I). Then Paul teaches that faith comes by hear
ing the word of the Lord (Rom. 10: 12-17). Paul said 
again, "Who is Paul, and who is Apollos, but minis
ters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to 
every man?" (I Cor. 3:5). And Peter said that God 
''made choice among us that the Gentiles should, 
through the word of my mouth, hear the gospel and 
believe" (Acts 15:7). Jesus taught that people would 
be made believers through the testimony of his 
apostles (John 17:20). There are many other passages 
that show conclusively that faith comes by hearing 
the word of God. This was regarded long ago as an 
effective answer to the argument made on Ephesians 
2:8 that faith is a gift of God. 

When I grew older and learned more, I looked 
into the grammar of Ephesians 2:8, and I found that 
the word that in the Greek is touto and that it is 
neuter gender. The word faith is pis tis, and it is femi
nine gender. Therefore,faith is not the antecedent of 
that. There is no one word that stands in grammatical 
relationship here to the point that shows what the gift 
of God is. All that goes before is the subject or the 
antecedent. It is the thought that would be expressed 
in the term salvation. Salvation is a gift of God; 
salvation is by grace and, therefore, the word salva
tion should be understood as the antecedent or that 
which stands as a subject in this sentence. 

The young man who made this argument has 
college degrees, but he had not taken the time to see 
whether the arg1m1ent was sound as to the meaning 



of the passage. He was only attempting to use the 
passage to sustain an argwnent, and the argwnent had 
as its whole pwpose the effort to excuse people who 
refuse to obey the Lord and give them hope of being 
saved in their disobedience. He wanted to fellowship 
good people, and he wanted the fellowship of good 
people, that is, some good people. Of course, he had 
reached the point where he no longer cared for the 
fellowship of me and of brethren who agree with me 
in insisting upon preaching the word of the Lord and 
insisting that it must be believed and obeyed. Our 
fellowship is not to be desired, but the fellowship of 
those who wrest the scriptures is so precious that we 
must wrest the scriptures ourselves in order to get to 
be equal with them and enjoy their fellowship! 

Of course, there is a sense in which faith is a gift 
of God, just as in the same sense repentance is also a 
gift of God. That is, God has given to men the oppor
tunity to believe and also the opportunity to repent. 
This is, therefore, a part of the great gift of God in 
the salvation that has been provided by his grace. 
This, however, does not say that man cannot believe 
when he hears and cannot repent when he is con-

victed. Paul said to the Philippians that it had been 
granted unto them to believe (Phil. 1 :29) ahd we 
know that this privilege was given to the Philippians 
when God in his providence sent Paul and Silas and 
Timothy and Luke in answer to the Macedonian call 
to the coasts of Macedonia. When the Jews heard 
Peter's story about his visit to Cornelius, they de
clared that this was evidence conclusive that God 
had granted repentance unto the Gentiles (Acts 11:18). 

We may see again, therefore, that our salvation 
springs from the grace of God and that it is a gift of 
his grace to a lost race. Why should we not be happy 
and impatient to run with this message of God's love 
and mercy to the ruined generations of earth and 
bring them, through faith, into this grace and into 
access to God the Father? 

G. C. Brewer, at rest 

(Fhis article was first printed in the Gospel Ad
vocate in 1955 but is timely because many in our 
day make the same mistake as Walter Barron, whom 
the kindly G. C. Brewer named, rebuked, and cor
rected. Give us more men like G. C. Brewer.-Dobbs) 
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Every Gay or Lesbian a Missionary 
By Allen Robertson 

About two years ago the "gays" forced a New York 
City parade to allow them to participate, and the Mayor 
ofNew York City marched with them. A short time 
later two boys sued to force the school to aiiow them 
to attend the school prom as a couple. A court has or
dered the U. S. Navy to reinstate a sailor who was dis
charged because of homosexuality. 

President Clinton has promised to lift the ban on 
homosexuals in the armed forces. He also has prom
ised to uphold the "rights" of gays and lesbians, also 
the "right" of an expectant mother to murder her un
born child. A newly-elected senator has promised she 
wiii make this ''right" the law of the land. 

Principalities and powers seem detennined to force 
acceptance of sin and immorality. Great sympathy has 

been built up that the rights of special groups must 
not be violated, no matter what the consequences to 
others in our society. In this campaign to force the 
acceptance of sin, the promoters vigorously support 
the right of fornicators to fornicate. 

Homosexuals should not be granted special civil 
rights based on behavior. Special protections are predi
cated on immutable characteristics such as race, sex, 
or handicap and on religioUs freedom guaranteed by 
the constitution of the United States. Homosexuals al
ready have the same civil rights as all other Ameri
cans-freedom of speech, press, and assembly, the 
right to vote, own property, and travel. By elevating 
behavior to a protected category, homosexual activ
ists are attempting to hijack the civil rights movement 
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When the shoddy activities of deviants are given 
sympathy, their crimes tolerated, and efforts of law 
enforcement officers labeled harassment it is time for 
disgust. 

Paul listed some things that had drawn Gentiles 
away from God. He specified changing the truth of 
God into a lie, and "even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature." Paul left 
no ambiguity because he went on to write: 

Likewise also the men, leaving the natural 
use of the woman, burned in their lust one 
toward another; men with men working that 
which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves 
that recompense of their error which was meet 
(Rom. 1 :27). 

The acts of the sexually maladjusted are sins and con
demn the soul of those who practice them. 

Let no man deceive you with empty words: 

for because of these things cometh the wrath. 
of God upon the sons of disobedience. Be not 
ye therefore partakers with them; For ye were 
once darkness, but are now light in the Lord: 
walk as children of light (for the fruit of the 
light is in all goodness and righteousness and 
truth), proving what is well-plea8ing unto the 
Lord; and have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather even reprove 
them" (Eph. 5:6-11). 

Tolerance of evil and acceptance of sin may bring 
the anger of a righteous God upon our guilty heads. 

Every homosexual is a missionary. He goes to 
great lengths to convert others to his evil life-style. 
The deviant will convert your sons and daughters to 
homosexual practices-if he can. 

4022 W. Paradise Ave. 
Visalia, Ca. 93277-4050 
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Winds of Change Blowing Through 
Wineskins 

By J. E. Choate 

A furor has been created in the churches of Christ 
by a small group calling for "change" and "renewal" 
in the churches. Churches are troubled and divided 
The current campaign to liberalize the churches was 
initiated in the 1960's by some avant garde brethren. 
The introduction of liberal theology into the ranks of 
the churches of Christ was vigorously promoted. They 
started the Mission publication to push their agendas. 
This was the period which saw the adoption of char
ismatic practices into churches of Christ Due to a 
lack of interest, the publication died. However, the 
liberal spirit of the 1960's is alive and well today. 
And the dangers from their ranks threatening the 
churches of Christ are real. 

Last May, a kindred magazine, Wineskins, call
ing for "change" and "church renewal" was launched 
into this darkness in what now appears to be a decay
ing orbit. The editors of Wineskins somehow are un
able to spell out what they mean by "change" and 
"church renewal." We propose to help them by read
ing between the lines of three recent Wineskins ar-
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ticles, the first, ''The New Birth and Christian Unity"; 
the second, ''The Bond of Peace"; and the third, "The 
New Woman: Silena Holman and Woman's Rights." 

The frrst two articles promote essentially the in
troduction of the Baptist "salvation" doctrine: "It is 
by grace only through faith only" that we become 
children of God. The subtle design of the third article 
envisions the day when women will mount the pulpit 
to preach, speak in public fonuns, lead in public prayer 
and congregational singing, preside at the Lord's table, 
and do whatever men do in church worship services. 

The first article, "The New Birth and Christian 
Unity," written by Douglas Foster, has received wide 
attention. Dr. Foster unfortunately misread and as
cribed the words of a Landmark Baptist preacher, J. 
R. Graves, to David Lipscomb that the "new birth 
precedes and qualifies for baptism." The trustworthi
ness of Wineskins as a reliable source of factual infor
mation was already "dead in the water'' when it went 
to press. The sad truth is that the Wineskins editors 
labored under the false notion that they were enlisting 



David Lipscomb to give support to their obvious "open 
membership" policy of their ''New Age" church of 
Christ. 

The second article, "The Bond of Peace," written 
by C. Leonard Allen, also promotes the Baptist "sal
vation" doctrine set forth in the Foster article. Dr. 
Allen uses Robert Richardson instead of David Lips
comb to make his case, and herein lies a "fatal flaw." 
Richardson, who was the biographer of Alexander 
Campbell, was an early forerunner of the liberal lead
ers among the Disciples of Christ. The case is easy to 
make. 

The following ancedote illustrates the point: Al
exander Campbell met Tolbert Fanning in 1835, while 
visiting his married daughter in Nashville. The two 
men fonned a long-lasting friendship. The friendship 
ended because of a doctrinal dispute between Fan
ning and Richardson over a series of articles titled, 
"Faith Versus Philosophy" written by Richardson. 
Fanning alleged that the articles divulged the fact that 
Richardson taught that a higher enlightment came to 
man from the Holy Spirit separate from scripture. 
Fanning expressed his concern to Campbell, who be
lieved him and severely rebuked Robert Richardson 
in the Millennia/ Harbinger. Friends convinced Camp
bell that Richardson had been misrepresented. 

Whereupon, Campbell severely chastised Fanning, 
accusing him with pitting the Gospel Advocate and 
Franklin College against the Millennia/ Harbinger and 
Bethany College. Fanning bitterly responded that: "To 
be thus charged by men whom we have revered since 
our youth causes us almost to wish we had never seen 
a college or religious paper" (G.A., 1859, p. 735). Dr. 
Allen, you must know this story. Whose side are you 
on-Fanning's or Richardson's? 

This matter is a part of the background to "The 
Bond of Peace." In his article, Dr. Allen alludes to 
the ''wrecked" Nashville church of Christ during the 
1850's. This sad state of affairs resulted from the 
weird, cultic pronouncement of the preacher, Jesse B. 
Ferguson. Fanning had compared Ferguson's state
ments on the Holy Spirit with similar statements of 
Richardson's. Dr. Allen proceeds to quote what Fan
ning stated that he believed at the time about the all
sufficiency of scripture: "Everything is subject to au
thority (scripture) and there is no room for debate." 
Fanning went on to say: "We have complete instruc-

tion in all matters pertaining to religion, or we have 
nothing." Dr. Allen, I agree with Fanning, and the 
question is: do you? 

A Comparison with the Foster Article 
Dr. Allen brings out that Richardson believed 

that the gospel "consists of the simple facts of Christ's 
death, burial, and resurrection as the baseline of faith." 
So far, so good! He continues to quote Richardson 
that ''the Great Confession, I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God, should serve as 'the only test of 
orthodoxy."' The scriptures teach that repentance and 
baptism are also continuous movements in the new 
birth. It would be interesting to know what Dr. Allen 
believes about these matters. 

What difference could it make to churches of 
Christ what Richardson believes about anything con
trary to scripture? Why is it so important to the edi
tors of Wineskins to print these two articles lacking 
in rime and reason? What purpose is served when 
brethren Foster and Allen "write up" and "write 
down" the Gospel Advocate, Tolbert Fanning, and 
David Lipscomb? When Dr. Allen speaks about "di
versity in unity," we know he is not addressing Paul's 
dictum that we are all free in Christ. Is Dr. Allen 
advocating the practice of open membership? 

The third article, "The New Woman: Silena 
Holman and Woman's Rights," was written by Dr. 
Allen. In 1888, David Lipscomb and Silena Holman 
discussed the scriptural role of women in the church 
of Christ through the Gospel Advocate. Silena Holman 
was the wife of an elder and the mother of eight 
children. She was well-read in sacred and secular 
literature. She was an outspoken champion of 
woman's rights in her day. Her social views, then, 
are commonplace now as our mothers, wives, sis
ters, and daughters go to the polling booth and help 
put bread on the table. 

David Lipscomb believed that the place of the 
woman was in the domestic sphere and in the home. 
This was the period that historians call the "Victo
rian Age." The social and religious views of Lips
comb in 1888 were universal and common to his 
day. We are inclined to think another "number" is 
being done on Lipscomb in this article. 

Dr. Allen forces David Lipscomb and Silena 
Holman into a ''time warp" and transports them to 
the late 20th century. Lipscomb is obviously painted 
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as an "old fogey" out of step with his time. At least, 
Silena Holman is not pictured as contemporary "lib
erated" woman. 

The real issue addressed in the article is the role 
of women in the worship and other activities of the 
church. She believed that the husband was the head 
of the family and should take the lead in family rela
tionships. As a staunch defender of the faith, she 
wrote: "In all that I have written, I have not desired 
to invalidate a single word of the apostle Paul." Her 
questions to Lipscomb addressed the meaning of the 
passages in 1 Corinthians 11 :5,13; 14:34-35; and 1 
Timothy 2:12. Her questions a centwy ago remain 
the same today: ''Do the scriptures teach that a woman 
should neither pray nor teach in public, nor open her 
mouth while at worship or in the Sunday school? 
Must she pray with her head covered at her bed
side?" 

She wrote in response to her own questions: "I 
do not know what Paul meant by his injunction. I 
have been trying to find out exactly what he means." 
Lipscomb's response was simple and direct: "We 
know of no limit save this, it prohibits the woman of 
asswning the positions of public teachers and preach
ers, of assuming authority in church affairs." Lips
comb made the common-sense appraisal: "If the lan
guage is pushed literally on all occasions when breth
ren meet for worship, a woman cannot sing or open 
her mouth, or do anything else where brothers and 

sisters meet." Another question for Dr. Allen: Where 
Silena Holman and David Lipscomb could not sup
ply answers to the questions, would you do this for 
us? 

A Summary Appraisal 
We think it advisable for Dr. Allen to remove 

Silena Holman and David Lipscomb from this 20th
centwy ''time warp" where he has forced them and 
place them back in their own age where he found 
them. This article ofDr. Allen's is obviously directed 
to the role of woman in the churches today. Her 
place in society is established by law and is not a part 
of this discussion. We pose the following questions 
of Dr. Allen and the editors of Wineskins: May a 
woman teach, preach, and pray in public worship? 
May she lead congregational singing and wait on the 
Lord's table? May she asswne the authority role of 
an elder? Now we know that some of these practices 
are found in a few city churches. Perhaps, if Dr. 
Allen cannot supply the answers, then surely the se
nior editor of Wineskins is sufficiently infonned to 
do so. 

Bibliography: For the complete Silena Holman 
story read the Gospel Advocate, 1888 issues: March 
14, pp. 6-7; May 2, p. 12; June 20, p. S; August 8, p. 
8; October I 0, pp. 2-3; November 21, p. 5. 

3714 ~Belmont Blvd 
Nashville, TN 3721 S 
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Marriage 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

We need strong, sure voices upholding the hal
lowed estate of matrimony. We do not need idle talk 
and vain speculation about this basic building block 
of society. Discussion of exceptions to the marriage 
rule often leaves us in a state of confusion about 
God's marriage law. 

Marriage and morality go hand in hand. The Bible 
is the foundation for the home and ethics. To slander 
the authority of the Bible is to undercut wedlock and 
righteousness. Impugning morals and matrimony at
tacks the Bible. 
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The opening chapters of the Bible teach the fol
lowing: (a) the everlasting power and divinity of God; 
(b) the importance of right doing; (c) the value of 
marriage and the home. It is everywhere admitted 
that marriage is permanent, or should be. When the 
Bible tells us God made them one flesh, we are told 
in sure and certain terms of the indissoluble unity of 
marriage. 

To devote time spinning speculative possibilities 
for divorce may cause us to lose sight of the essential 
oneness and durability of the sacred union. Unneces-



sary discussion of conceivable exemptions may cause 
the rule to be forgotten. 

The Bible teaches the importance of attending 
the assemblies of the saints. Talking about possible 
reasons for not attending worship services may cause 
us to become muddled about the rule. No wise coun
selor would insist on the importance of attendance 
and then say, "There are many exceptions such as 
serious sickness and isolation," and then launch a 
lengthy harangue about what is and is not a signifi
cant illness and what part possible infection plays in 
the matter. The teacher may then sustain this with an 
interminable and boring discussion of whether the 
speculated isolation was self-caused or imposed by 
outside force. If self-caused, was it carelessly or ig
norantly caused? If caused by an outside power, was 
it deserved or undeserved? The teacher may attempt 
to amaze the people with his profound insights and 
great learning. He may appeal to Greek, Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Latin, and even some English. He may give 
lengthy lessons on grammar and usage and display 
his vast knowledge of the culture of antique societ
ies. The audience will doubtless be confused about 
whether the child of God should attend all the wor
ship services of the church. 

We are smart enough not to do this with the ques
tion of attendance but not smart enough to avoid the 
same mistake concerning marriage. We need to ham
mer home the point that the Almighty designed mar
riage to be strong, sturdy, substantial, tough, and en
during. Exceptions may need to be discussed, but with 
an economy of words and in a way that does not cause 
the rule to be misunderstood A compassion for people 
who are hurting because of a marriage entanglement 
does not give license to muddy the water and unwit
tingly ensnare sincere souls in the same trap. 

In marriage this is the rule: One man for one 
woman for life. We must sound this forth in clarion 
tones that emblazon it on the hearts and minds of all 
people, especially the young. This is not done to 
embarrass those whose lives are in a mess. It is done 
to encourage people who have developed no conflict 
in their marriage relationship to avoid a tragic mis
take and also to help those who are unmarried to 
understand God's rule and avoid a transgression that 
could darken their lives and hopes and bring eternal 
regret. 

What Is Ma"iage? 
Therefore shall a man leave his father and 

his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and 
they shall be one flesh (Gen. 2:24). 

And he answered and said, Have ye not 
read, that he who made them from the begin
ning made them male and female, and said, 
For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the 
two shall become one flesh? So that they are 
no more two, but one flesh. What therefore 
God hath joined together, let not man put asun
der (Matt. 19:4-6). 

Jehovah hath been witness between thee 
and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou 
hast dealt treacherously, though she is thy com
panion, and the wife of thy covenant. And did 
he not make one, although he had the residue 
of the Spirit? And wherefore one? He sought a 
godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, 
and let none deal treacherously against the wife 
of his youth. For I hate putting away, saith 
Jehovah (Mal. 2: 14-16). 

God could have made multiple wives for Adam 
and multiple husbands for Eve-"He had the residue 
of the spirit"-but he did not do so. The reason is: 
"He sought a godly seed." There is a vital connection 
between the home and righteousness. 

There are four factors in a marriage contract: ( 1) 
the man, (2) the woman, (3) God, (4) civil law. When 
a man and woman commit themselves to become 
husband and wife, in keeping with civil ceremony, 
God joins them together and makes them one. It is 
God-not man-who joins the two as one flesh. Jesus 
said, "So that they are no more two, but one flesh. 
What therefore God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder'' (Matt. 19:6). God joins them. Man must 
not attempt to disrupt what God has done. The deter
minative factor in marriage is God. 

It is by an act of God that the two become one 
flesh. It is not something the preacher does when he 
says the ceremony, nor something the county clerk 
does when he issues and records the marriage license, 
nor something the couple does when they share the 
experiences of life. God joins them together. He makes 
them a unit in the same way he considers true believ
ers in Jesus to be one (John 17:21 ). "This mystery is 
great, but I speak in regard of Christ and the church" 
(Eph. 5:32). 

Despite the custom of the community or human 
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rules, God makes the two one flesh. God joins as a 
unit every qualified couple in the world who decide 
to become husband and wife. The joining is in the 
mind of God. Those not so joined are not married. 

If God does not join non-members of the church 
in the bond of matrimony, their relationship is sinful 
and their children are illegitimate. If God does join 
them together, they are under his marriage law. The 
marriage law of God is either universal or only those 
in a covenant relationship with God are married and 
have legitimate children. If the marriage law of ,the 
Lord applies only to those in a covenant relationship 
with God, when saints attempt to marry unbelievers, 
it is no marriage. Most couples in the world are not 
married and have misbegotten children, if this is true. 

Paul addressed this question when he wrote: "For 
the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife, and 
the unbelieving wife is sanctified in the brother: else 
were your children unclean; but now are they holy" 
(1 Cor. 7:14). The apostle is clearly saying that if 
God does not join couples who are unbelievers, then 
they are not married and their children are illicit. 
Paul makes it plain that God does join them together 
and their children are holy. That settles it! God does 
join nonmembers of the church who commit to mar
riage. They are under God's marriage law. No ratio
nal person can deny that the marriage law of God 
applies to both saint and sinner. There is not one 
marriage law for the child of God and another law 
for the unbeliever. 

Jesus re-established the marriage command God 
gave in Eden. When the Jews questioned Jesus about 
marriage, he said Moses allowed putting away "but 
from the beginning it hath not been so" (Matt. 19:8). 
The Lord went back 4,000 years to the original de
sign and restored it. That rule applied from Adam to 
Jesus. Jesus restated it, showing his intention of keep
ing it in force until time ends .. All people.were under 
that law from creation to Christ Jesus reminded us 
of the law and appointed it to continue throughout 
this last dispensation. 

If all people are under the law of God for mar
riage, then all are under the law of God for divorce. 

What Is Divorce? 
First-century saints knew nothing about issuing a 

marriage license, county courthouse or clerk, record
ing the marriage certificate, and the family law court. 
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They had no understanding of our Western methods. 
So, when the Bible speaks of divorcement, it is not 
referring to a judge in. the family law court granting 
a divorce and signing a legal document describing 
the terms and conditions of the divorce. 

The word divorce in Bible usage means "a cut
ting oft" and is sometimes translated "dismiss, let 
depart, let go, loose, put away, release, send away, 
set at liberty, depart." 

Paul commands married people to stay married. 
God has joined them together and man must not at
tempt to undo what God has done. The apostle is 
specific in saying that a child of God married to an 
unbeliever is truly married. God joins the husband 
and wife whether they are members of the church or 
know of God's involvement. A couple may be igno
rant of God and his law but are still amenable to that 
law and answerable to God. They are bound by di
vine decree. The husband is in bondage to the wife 
and the wife is in bondage to the husband. "And the 
woman that hath an unbelieving husband, and he is 
content to dwell with her, let her not leave her hus
band" (1 Cor. 7:13). He is an unbeliever, but he is 
her husband. They are married. What God has joined, 
let not man put asunder. 

The woman is told "that the wife depart not from 
her husband" (1 Cor. 7: 10). That is the rule! The 
apostle adds: "But should she depart, let her remain 
unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband; and 
that the husband leave not his wife" (1 Cor. 7:11). 

The wife is not to depart from her husband, but if 
she departs, they are unmarried. The departure is the 
divorce. If either the husband or the wife leaves the 
marriage without intent to return, divorce occurs. The 
departing is the divorce. In our Western culture a judge 
must grant a formal and legal divorce. From the Bible 
perspective, the couple is unmarried when one leaves 
the other intending to tenninate the marriage. 

If the wife departs, she is unmarried, but she must 
remain single or go back to her husband (1 Cor. 7:11 ). 
Wait! She is unmarried, but has a husband-an unmar
ried lady with a husband! He is still her husband be
cause God joined them together and they are one flesh 
in his sight. The man and the woman are required to be 
celibate or to reconcile. There is no other option! 

If a member of the church has an unbelieving 
mate, let them not use that as an excuse to dissolve 



the marriage. The marriage law of God is universal, 
and they are joined by godly precept; otherwise their 
children would be unclean. God does join even unbe
lievers when they decide to marry, and therefore their 
young ones are holy and not vile. 

If the unbeliever departs, let him go; the brother 
or sister is not under bondage. The departure is di
vorce and they are unmarried, but still they are hus
band and wife. They are not free to contract another 
marriage. They must remain single or be reconciled. 
Believers have no obligation to attempt to maintain a 
relationship the unbeliever decided to reject. This has 
nothing to do with a remarriage, which is not consid
ered in the frrst 38 verses of the seventh chapter of 
Paul's First Corinthian letter. Divorce-departing
is mentioned but not a remarriage. 

First Corinthians chapter seven gives no express 
infonnation on whether Paul allows the Christian part
ner who departs from her husband to marry someone 
else. The wife must not leave her husband, and the 
husband must not leave his wife. If the weaker vessel 
in a marriage contract is under insupportable duress, 
being abused verbally, physically, and mentally, she 
may depart. Her only option to living celibate is to be 
reconciled to her husband (I Cor. 7: I 0-11 ). 

Jesus gave a solitary exception for divorce andre
marriage: "Whosoever shall put away his wife, except 
for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth 
adultery: and he that marrieth her when she is put away 
committeth adultery'' (Matt. 19:9). The disciples of the 
Lord understood this to be rigorous and observed: "It 
is not expedient to marry" (Matt. 19: I 0). 

We must not make Paul contradict Jesus. Jesus 
gave one exception to divorce and remarriage. His 
followers knew the teaching was tough and strict. 
Jesus left them with that impression. If it was a wrong 
impression, Jesus deceived them. 

Death frees the survivor from the marriage law 
and allows a remarriage, as Paul states in Romans 
7:2. This is self-evident. 

According to God's immutable rule, marriage is 
to last until death. It is a lifetime contract. A long, 
technical, hypothetical discussion of obscure details, 
fortified with theological gibberish, creates a dense 
fog through which no sensible person can see. 

Paul advises those who have never been married to 
remain single because of the distress ofhis time. This 

was an unusual and limited restriction. He specifically 
mentions virgins. This is the same word used of the 
virgin Mary (Luke I :27). Paul is talking of virgin 
daughters and says it is best for them not to marry, but 
should the virgins marry, they do not sin (1 Cor. 7:28). 

Vine says, 
One difficulty was relative to the discredit which 
might be brought upon a father (or guardian), 
if he allowed his daughter or ward to grow old 
unmarried. The interpretation that this passage 
refers to a man and woman already in some 
kind of relation by way of a spiritual marriage 
and living together in a vow of virginity and 
celibacy, is untenable if only in view of the 
phraseology of the passage (Vine's Expository 
Dictionary of New Testament Words, p. 1212). 

If we take the passage as it stands, any fair-minded 
person would conclude the apostle is not talking about 
a remarriage, but a first marriage. 

Occasionally some well-meaning person will say, 
"This is such a difficult passage; we must be careful 
about being dogmatic in trying to understand and ap
ply it." This is then used to excuse those who marry, 
divorce for any cause, and remarry. If the observation 
is correct (and it is not), then the proper conclusion 
should be to advise people not to use the verse to do 
something that elsewhere in the scriptures is forcefully 
forbidden. 

For the good of our nation, the salvation of our 
young, and the security of the church, we must stand 
uncompromisingly for the truth of the gospel on mar-
riage divorce and remarriage. flBJJ Doubletree 

' ' Houston, TX 77070 

THE SECOND INCARNATION: 
A lF A 'Ir'IriE~N FOR AJF<O>§'Ir A.§Y 

By Curtis A. Cates; Foreword by Garland Elkins 

This review of the "Second Incarnation" by Curtis 
A. Cates is reminiscent of the "Review of Jeter" by Moses E. 
Lard in its penetrating analyses and thoroughness of expo
sure of the absurd tenets of this deliberate attempt to lead the 
saints astray. It is a total exposure of the doctrines the 
"Second Incarnation" advances. I commend it unreservedly. 

GuyN. Woods 

A REFUTATION OF THE SHELLY-HARRIS BOOK, 
THE SECOND INCARNATION 

ORDER FROM: Cates Publications, 5512 Cottonwood, 
Memphis, Tn 38115 ($3.50 plus $1.00 Post. & Hand.) 
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Missionary Page 

Utah Is Calling 
By Albert Gardner 

The pages of the Firm Foundation have been open 
from the beginning for mission reports from at home 
and abroad. The present editor, brother Dobbs, believes 
in the power of the gospel and believes that it should 
be preached to every creature, so as space allows, you 
can count on him to promote every good work. Send 
information to him at least two months in advance. Ar
ticles that might appear on this page can be sent to me. 

John Temples and his wife, Wylma, and daughter, 
Rachel, are now in Utah for their second time, where 
he preaches for the Carbon/Emery Church of Christ in 
Price, Utah. You may contact him at P. 0. Box 299, 
Price, Utah 84501. He gives the following informa
tion about the conditions and needs for this state: 

There are sixteen congreg~tions in the whole state 
of Utah, which is dominated by the Mormon religion. 
The Price church is a beacon for truth in a large area 
of eastern Utah. The majority of the members of the 
Price church were converted locally, and the congre
gation is not made up of transplants from the south. 
This is a good indicator of the potential for growth. 

The Price church has about thirty members, typi
cal of many Utah congregations. Six families form the 
core of the group. The church owns its building debt 
free and has a good reputation in the area. Some mem
bers drive long distances to worship. Churches of Christ 
in Utah have a special bond of fellowship and coop
eration because of the long distances and the small 
numbers. Each year many Christians converge on a 
campground in central Utah for a statewide Labor Day 
Christian encampment and lectureship. In 1991, about 
sixty Christians from all over the state attended. 

Fewer than half of the congregations in Utah have 
full-time preachers. The Salt Lake City church, the larg
est in the state with approximately one hundred sev
enty-five members, supplies preachers to some con
gregations. Others depend on video-taped sermons as 
their only source of preaching. 
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Mission work in Utah will not bring instant, daz
zling results. Dealing with Mormons, especially, takes 
time, but the results are worth it. Once converted, they 
make strong Christians. 

The headquarters of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints is in Salt Lake City. A modern 
twenty-eight story office building in downtown Salt 
Lake is the nerve center of its operations. Religious 
activities at Temple Square are televised to all Mor
mon churches throughout the world on one of the larg
est satellite-link systems in the world. 

The Mormon Church is the fastest growing church 
in the United States. Every day, they grow by two 
congregations (wards, in their terminology). Accord
ing to their last General Conference report, they con
verted 330,877 people in 1990-an average of 906 
converts per day! And that figure does not include 
the number of their own children baptized in 1990--
78,000. Their total membership is 7.8 million. They 
have 43,65 I full-time missionaries in the field (the 
"elders" on their bicycles). These figures are mislead
ing but still impressive. Membership includes all chil
dren (and they have large families) plus many who 
have left the Mormon Church but whose names are 
still on the roll. 

Utah has a population of approximately 1.8 mil
lion, of which 77% are Latter Day Saints (LDS). This 
is an average. Larger cities are being diluted by "gen
tiles" who move in to work or go to the excellent 
schools. Salt Lake City is now only 40% Mormon. 
In very small towns, however, the LDS percentage 
approaches 100%. Here in Price, the LDS percent
age is 47%. The next largest religious group here is 
Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox. The Lord's 
church has only 16 congregations in the state! 

The LDS Church makes no secret of owning and 
operating vast business enterprises. Its net worth in 
1985 was estimated to be $16 billion. Current church 



income exceeds $4 million per day. The LDS Church 
is the second largest and richest enterprise west of the 
Mississippi River-only the Bank of America is larger! 
It would be (if a public corporation) ranked in the top 
ten Fortune 500 companies. The church's vast real es
tate holdings include 300,000 acres near Disney World 
in Florida; 65 acres of downtown Salt Lake City; and 
2,577 acres adjacent to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, for 
which the church outbid Texas oilman, Nelson Bun
ker Hunt The church never borrows money; it pays 
cash for all these properties. Twelve real estate agents 
work full-time in the church office building oversee
ing its holdings and purchases. The church also owns 
the FCC limit of radio and TV stations; Beneficial Life 
Insurance Company of New York; the Hotel Utah; 
Zions Commercial Mercantile Institution, America's 
oldest department store; Sunkist Packing Company; and 
many other enterprises. To its credit, the church oper-

ates its own "in-house" welfare system, which would 
be a model for state and federal systems. 

There are several distinct advantages to doing 
mission work in Utah. For one thing, there is an ob
vious need. One preacher or one or two Christian 
families moving in makes a great difference! Elders 
or other Christians who desire to inspect the work can 
be in Utah in three hours or less from most points in 
the United States. The people of Utah are very eager 
and willing to discuss religion. They are receptive, 
courteous, and curious about other points of view. 
Weaning them away from Monnonism is difficult but 
possible. Results may not be spectacular or instanta
neous, but supporting the preaching of the gospel in 
Utah is, in my opinion, one of the best possible uses 
of the Lord's money. 285 Hi/1-N- Dale Rd. 

Shelbyville, KY 40065 
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Take Two Spoonfuls and Call 
Me in the Morning 

By Terry M. Hightower 

Hwnor is described in the dictionary as "a person's 
temperament, mood, state of mind, whim, fancy, ca
price, comicality, and the ability to appreciate or ex
press what is funny, amusing or ludicrous"; and a hu
morist is a person with a well-developed sense of hu
mor. Humor is something which virtually everyone 
appreciates and enjoys in other people, although I have 
met a few people who think that preachers ought not 
to "act like that" Such well-meaning Christians do not 
know the Bible and would perhaps remove spoonfuls 
of ''medicine" which the evangelist simply must have 
in qrder to keep on preaching the whole coWlSel of God 
(Acts 20:27). Humor is unsurpassed, up-to-date 
therapy. 

The Bible teaches that there is no real substitute 
for a good laugh when it is available to those who have 
that sense ofhwnor: "A cheerful heart is a good medi-

cine; But a broken spirit drieth up the bones" (Prov. 
17:22). Dr. Avner Ziv at Tel Aviv University did ex
tensive research and discovered that when hwnor is 
used in a presentation, the students not only are more 
attentive and enjoy the presentation more, but that 
they will remember what they heard for a longer 
period of time and recall more of the details. For 
anyone interested in communicating effectively, 
whether with individuals or larger audiences, hwnor 
has several advantages. 

Humor can help you gain and keep your listen
ers' attention. Jesus' hilarious portrait of the Phari
sees who "strain out the gnat, and swallow the camel," 
hwnps and all, works like nothing else to grab their 
attention concerning personal inconsistency (Matt. 
23:23-24). Knowing that people like to hear stories, 
Jesus used them so often that scriptures say: "All these 
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things spake Jesus in parables unto the multitudes; and 
without a parable spake he nothing unto them" (Matt. 
13:34). Christ was the great Communicator! I am sure 
that he appreciated the satire found in the pouting 
prophet Jonah and in Isaiah's rollicking story of the 
steps by which a pagan fashions an idol out of wood 
while using part of the very same piece of wood to 
build a frre. 

He burns half of it in the fire; with this half he 
eats meat; he roasts a roast and is satisfied. He even 
warms himself and says, "Ah, I am warm, I have seen 
the fire." And the rest of it he makes into a god, his 
carved image. He falls down before it and worships 
it. He prays to it and says, "Deliver me, for you are 
my god" (Isa. 44:16-17; cf. 9-20; Jer. 10:3-5). 

In my twenty-odd years of preaching the gospel, I 
have discovered that some listeners will ''tune in" only 
during stories. A funny opening to a lesson not only 
will help you gain people's ears, but it also will help 
to keep them alert. If they like your anecdote, they 
may listen carefully to the rest of your speech for fear 
they might miss something good. If you are wise, you 
will reward them with more tidbits ·along the way. It 
does one good to hear a brother or sister say, "That 
was the fastest 30 minutes I ever saw because of your 
humor'' in reference to the sennon. Of course, this is 
not to be done at the expense of teaching the word of 
God through use of scripture, but to augment or illus
trate such! No professed preacher should ever appear 
that he is just "throwing in a few verses to go with his 
jokes." 

After two younger men failed to hold the crowd 
in August of 1815, Raccoon John Smith began with: 

I am John Smith from Stockton's Valley. 
Down there saltpeter caves abound and rac
coons make their homes ... .I stand before you 
today as a man without an education .... Stay 
friends and hear what the great Augustine said. 
He wished to see three things before he died
Rome in her glory, Paul on Mars Hill, and 
Jesus in the flesh. 

In a louder voice Smith declared: 
Will you not hear what the great Cato said? 

Cato repented of three things before death: First, 
that he ever spent an idle day; second, that he 
had ever gone on a sea voyage when he could 
have gone by land; and third, that he ever told 
the secrets of his bosom to a woman .... Come, 
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friends, and hear what the great Thales thanked 
the gods for. First, that he was endowed with 
reason and was not a brute; second, that he 
was a Greek and not a barbarian; and third, 
that he was a man and not a woman. 

By this time all were seated and the sennon be
gan concerning Redemption Conceived, Applied, and 
Completed. John's deep voice was like a trumpet, 
reaching and thrilling the most distant hearer. People 
crowded closer to hear him, with some even climb
ing the trees to be able to see and hear this mighty 
preacher. Take two spoonfuls of humor and call me 
in the morning! 

Necrology 

11026 Wurzbach Rd 
San Antonio, TX 78230 

B. C. McCarley 

B. C. McCarley, outstanding gospel preacher for 
59 years, died August 23, 1992, at age 82 after a 
brief illness. E. C. Hensley and Clyde Freeman con
ducted the funeral service in Burnet, Texas. Brother 
McCarley established a reputation for knowing, lov
ing, preaching, and defending the gospel He was not 
ashamed of the gospel. He was not a shame to the 
gospel. In the closing years of his long and fruitful 
life, brother McCarley gave time and energy to help 
struggling congregations in Alaska. Reabum C. 
Raymer, elder of the South Anchorage Church of 
Christ, Anchorage, Alaska, recalls how B. C. 
McCarley and his wife drove a truck from Texas to 
Alaska to deliver much-needed pews to two Alaskan 
congregations. He agreed to stay for awhile and help 
the work. The church at South Anchorage was re
vived by McCarley's leadership and teaching. Be
cause of failing health brother McCarley moved to 
Granite Shoals, Texas, where he fell asleep in Jesus
blessed sleep from which none ever wakes to weep. 
The physical body of B. C. McCarley will soon be a 
little heap of dust, but his immortal soul-the spirit 
body-the inward man-lives on and on. His trans
port was a band of angels carrying him home. !)-



7th Annual Shenandoah Lectureship 
Denominationalism Versus the Bible 

February 12-15, 1993 

Friday-February 12, 1993 
9:00 A.M ...................... God-Both Good and Severe ....................................................................... Thomas B. Warren 
9:15 A.M ...................... Forum 
9:25 A.M ...................... The Truth About the Truth ........................................................................... Thomas B. Warren 
9:40 A.M ...................... Forum 

10:00 A.M ...................... The Roots of Sectarianism ........................................................................... Darren Conley 
11 :00 A.M ...................... Definition and Origin of Denominationalism ................................................ Dave Rogers 
1:30 P.M ....................... Christian Scientism ...................................................................................... Bill Towry 
2:30 P.M ....................... Seventh Day Adventism ............................................................................... Mark Bass 
3:30 P.M ....................... Our Obligation to Prove All Things .............................................................. Thomas B. Warren 
3:45 P.M ....................... Forum 
4:00 P.M ....................... Saved by Grace-Yes! By Grace Only-No! ............................................... Thomas B. Warren 
4:15 P.M ....................... Forum 
7:00 P.M ....................... Why I Left Masonry .................................................................................... Bill Brandstatter 
8:00 P.M ....................... Why I Left the Baptist Church ..................................................................... Lynn Matheny 

Saturday-February 13,1993 
9:00 A.M ...................... There Is No "Middle"-Between-.............................................................. Thomas B. Warren 
9:15 A.M ...................... Forum 
9:25 A.M ...................... Do Men Have the Right to Be Wrong? ......................................................... Thomas B. Warren 
9:40 A.M ...................... Forum 

10:00 A.M ...................... Mormonism ................................................................................................. Gene Burgett 
11:00 A.M ...................... The "Jehovah's Witnesses" .......................................................................... Gary Workman 
1:30 P.M ....................... The Evangelical Free Church ....................................................................... Robert Sweeten 
2:30 P.M ....................... Denominational Baptism .............................................................................. Gary Summers 
3:30 P.M ....................... Men as Soils ................................................................................................ Lindsey Warren 
4:00 P.M ....................... Men as Sowers ............................................................................................. Lindsey Warren 
7:00 P.M ....................... The Destructive Consequences of Pentecostalism ......................................... Dub McClish 
8:00 P.M ....................... Why I Left the Presbyterian Church ............................................................. Keith Mosher 

Sunday-February 14,1993 
9:30 A.M ...................... The Electronic Church ................................................................................. Dave Miller 
10:30 A.M ...................... Why I Left the Catholic Church .................................................................. John Shannon 
1:30 P.M ....................... Calvinism Versus the Bible View of the Holy Spirit ..................................... David Brown 
2:30 P.M ....................... Instrumental Music in the Worship .............................................................. Jeff Sweeten 
3:30 P.M ....................... Total Depravity ............................................................................................ Michael Hatcher 
7:00 P.M ....................... How Denominationalism Hinders World Evangelism ................................... Rod Rutherford 
8:00 P.M ....................... Why I Left the Independent Christian Church .............................................. Ken Chumbley 

Monday-February 15, 1993 
9:00 A.M ...................... What Is the Relationship of Christ's Church to the Churches of Men? (I) ..... Roy Deaver 

10:00 A.M ...................... What Is the Relationship of Christ's Church to the Churches of Men? (II) .... Roy Deaver 
11:00 A.M ...................... Why We Should Be Debating Denominationalists ........................................ Jerry Moffitt 
1:30 P.M ....................... Some Implications of Calvinistic Predestinationism ..................................... Don Walker 
2:30 P.M ....................... Lutheranism ................................................................................................. Dave Watson 
3:30 P.M ....................... We Must Not FeJJowship Denominations ..................................................... Joe Cox 
7:00 P.M ....................... Surprising Things About the Church of Christ .............................................. Dub McClish 
8:00 P.M ....................... Why I Left the Methodist Church ................................................................. Leslie Bland 

Cassettes • Books • Videos 
Order yours today. • We will send and bill. 

Exhibits • Attended Nursery 

Terry M. Hightower, Director 
Shenandoah Church of Christ 

11026 Wurzbach Rd. 
San Antonio, TX 78230 • (210) 696-5532 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Kindness Not Optional 
By Mary Lois Forrester 

Kindness or being kind is not an optional virtue. 
It is first of all enjoined by God. Christians do not 
have a choice concerning a kind word, a cheery greet
ing, a smile, or a good deed. 

Ephesians 4:29: Let no corrupt communi
cation proceed out of your mouth, but that which 
is good to the use of edifying, that it may min
ister grace unto the hearers. 

Ephesians 4:31-32: Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speak
ing, be put away from you, with all malice; 
And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ' s 
sake hath forgiven you. 

We are commanded to learn how to control our 
tongues. Is there an option? David in Psalms 64:2, 3, 
8, wrote: 

Hide me from the secret counsel of the 
wicked, from the insurrection of the workers of 
iniquity who whet their tongues like swords and 
bend their words like deadly arrows .. . . So 
they shall make their own tongues to fall upon 
themselves; all that see them shall flee away. 

The wise Solomon said in Proverbs 21 :23, "Whoso 
keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul 
from troubles." If we would read the scriptures and 
heed the warnings, our hearts would be kinder and 
our lives purer. 

A soft answer turneth away wrath: but griev
ous words stir up anger. The tongue of the wise 
useth knowledge aright; but the mouth of fools 
poureth out foolishness .... A gentle tongue is a 
tree of li fe; but perverseness therein is a break
ing of the spirit. 

The book of James, the Proverbs of the New Tes
taments, gives caution on how to govern the tongue: 
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James 3:5,8: Even so the tongue is a Iinle 
member, and boasteth great things. Behold how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth! 
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Charline Lemonds Sexton 

The tongue, speaking, can in one sentence tear 
down a person's character that took a lifetime to build! 

My mama, Lettye Douglas, used to tell me, "Al
ways if you are angry with someone, count to ten 
before you speak. Then more than likely you will 
reconsider what you were going to say." Mama was 
a perfect example of gentleness and kindness. "If 
you can't say something nice, Baby, then don't say 
anything at all." It can be said of my mama as of the 
woman in Proverbs 31:26: "She openeth her mouth 
with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kind
ness." She has gone to be with our heavenly Father, 
but her kindness, gentleness, loyalty, and goodness 
will be an example to all who knew her. 

Hold your tongue; be kind, and smile. Remem
ber the Christian virtues in 2 Peter I :5-8. 

Smile and the world smiles with you; weep and 
you weep alone. Smiles and cheery greetings are not 
optional for the Christian. This is an expression of 
gentleness and kindness. Remember, Christians, hold
ing our tongues, giving kind words, doing kind deeds, 
and smiling are attributes God demands. 

Galatians 5:22: The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith meekness, temperance; against 
such there is no Jaw. 

Galatians 6: I 0: As we have therefore op
portunity, let us do good unto all men, espe
cially unto them who are of the household of 
faith. 

Doing good is a broad statement. Doing good is 
a service. Yes, we are servants. Young and old Chris
tians are commanded to help and serve each other. 
From the passage just quoted, we learn that Chris
tians do not stop short when they look after the 
house of God; they do good unto all men. 

With the number of old people increasing so 



rapidly, one of the most fertile fields for the Lord is 
among the old, who are so often lonely and friend
less. Younger singles are growing in number, and 
they yearn for Christian association. 

For Christ's sake we must minister to the needy, the 
downtrodden, and those that mourn, and for our own 
sake, we cannot do less than live by the Golden Rule. 

Kindness is love. If we are striving to be more 
Christ-like and to go to heaven, we will be kind in 
word and deeds. We have no choice. 

... that Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in 
love, may be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; And to know the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge, that we might be filled with 
all the fullness of God (Eph. 3: 17 -19). 

P. O.Box723 
High Springs, FL 32643 

(I commend to you this excellent article by sister 
Forrester-Charline Lemonds Sexton.) FF 

Time 
By Frank Chesser 

From out of the bosom of eternity came time. 
God "inhabiteth eternity" (Isa. 57: 15}, while man 
dwells in time. Eternity gave birth to time as a tem
porary arrangement for transient humanity. 

"One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day" (2 Pet. 3:8) is 
Peter's way of saying that time means nothing to 
God. God was not younger when time began, nor 
will he be older when time ends. 

"In the beginning" marks the commencement of 
time, the universe, and man (Gen. 1:1). At time's 
inception, there was no backward look, for back of 
time is eternity. Everything material is limited by 
time, as is time itself, for time's fmal sunset was 
planned in eternity. Time is not eternity's, for eter
nity is beginningless and endless. If time's duration 
is a billion years, it will only be a microscopic speck 
on the unending shores of eternity. When eternity 
bids good-bye to time, time will not be missed. There 
will be no void to fill. 

Man's body is born for time; his spirit, for eter
nity. The moment he enters the door marked "Life," 
he commences a hasty exit toward the door marked 
"Death." His days on earth pass with more swiftness 
than a ''weaver's shuttle" (Job 7:6}, a fleeing "shadow" 
(Job 14:2), or a dissipating "vapor" (James 4:14). 
Time marks him at birth and claims him at death. 

Time rushes on, unchecked, unaltered, carrying 
every material object to its inevitable end. Rust, de-

cay, and death are its perpetual companions. We are 
all running out of time. The only thing that really 
matters is: Are you prepared to meet God? Are the 
books of your life balanced? Are you ready to go? 
When time is swallowed up in eternity, where will 
you be? "Behold now is the accepted time, behold, 
now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2). 

39 Andress St. 
Jacksonville, FL 32208 

FF 
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Loyd Wheeler 

Loyd Wheeler, minister for the Roseville Church 
of Christ in St. Paul, Minnesota, for 21 years died 
suddenly of a heart attack on Monday, October 5, 
1992. In his 50 years of labor in the vineyard of the 
Lord, he served in Nebraska, California, lllinois, Loui
siana, Utah, Arkansas, Missouri, and Minnesota. He 
is survived by his wife, June; four children, Sandra 
of Peoria, IL; Frank of York, NE; Jerry of 
Alamogorda, NM; John of St. Louis, MO; and nine 
grandchildren. The family requests that any memori
als be sent to the York College Bible Department. 

FF 
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Potpourri. .......... . 
•The Firm Foundation is, in my opinion, the best 

paper in the brotherhood today (ALP, AL)! 

• As a house warming gift I am sending a sub
scription to the Firm Foundation to my friend. En
closed is my check (LM, TX}. 

•I would like to subscribe to your publication. 
Thank you for printing such a good strong paper 
(KK, TX}. 

•Enclosed you will find a check for $15.00 for a 
subscription to your paper. Two copies were given to 
me, and I fmd them very interesting and helpful. 
Keep up the good work (FH, FL). 

•Subscriptions to the Firm Foundation continue 
to roll in from across the nation. Our subscriptions 
are increasing dramatically. Our readers recommend 
the paper to others and are helping us grow. Thank 
you! 

Mission Reports 

Babu Pothan is supported by the South Anchor
age church in Alaska. He directs the Mylavaram 
School of Preaching in Mylavaram AP (South In
dia). The Anchorage church, through the agency of 
the Mylavaram church, is supporting 86 widows and 
10 orphans in India. There have been many baptisms 
and 69 congregations established. 

G. Johnson of the Tenali church in Tenali, India, 
reports good attendance and 36 baptisms in a meet
ing he conducted recently. Brother Johnson is a na
tive of India. He closes his report: "Ten students 
training to preach and teach the Bible and 15 widows 
and 28 orphans and all the church members in Tenali 
salute you." 

The Avondale church in Decatur, Georgia, an
nounces continuing success in the work Jim Waldron 
is doing in Kiev, the Ukraine. Four recent baptisms 
bring the total to 58 baptisms since August 28, 1992. 
Average attendance is 120. A full-time Bible training 
school is being conducted on the campus of the Kiev 
Polytechnical Institute. 
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Brown Trail 

The 16th Annual Fort Worth Lectureship will be 
presented January 10-13, at the Brown Trail church 
building in Hurst, Texas. The theme of the lecture
ship is The Spirit of the Prophets. 
OCUSA 

Oklahoma Christian University of Science and 
Arts announces that Eddie Poblete, a missionary to 
the Philippines, will be the missionary-in-residence 
during the fall trimester. 

OCUSA will entertain the Christian Scholar's 
Conference (CSC) in 1993. CSC has been the major 
source of information about the "new hermeneutic" 
and disinformation about the church. Many of its 
participants aggressively promote the no-pattern phi
losophy of Bible study and application. We regret 
that OCUSA has offered a forum for this seed-bed of 
liberalism. 

Anything Goes 

The Houston Post (November 14, 1992) reported 
that a Presbyterian minister, Douglas Ensminger, has 
fonned a new church ''where sexuality isn't an is
sue." Ensminger said he hopes the church will appeal 
to gays and lesbians. The Presbyterian Church does 
not sanction homosexual "marriages," but the new 
church will allow homosexuals "a ceremony of holy 
union." 

The same paper reported: ''The head of the U.S. 
Episcopal Church hailed the Church of England's 
decision to allow women priests, but a traditionalist 
minority group condemned it and predicted it may 
cause a split in world Anglicanism." Edmond Brown
ing, spiritual leader of the 2.45 million U.S. Episco
palians said: "I am thrilled almost beyond words at 
the affirmative vote in the Chilrch of England to 
ordain women to the priesthood." 

Parents Not Allowed 

U.S. News and World Report printed an article 
by John Leo warning that many public schools are 



cutting parents out of having any influence on what 
the children are taught, or even knowledge of what 
goes on in some classrooms. Leo says, "A friend 
reports that his 11-year-old daughter came home from 
school one day and announced that she had put a 
condom on a banana in her fifth-grade class. My 
friend was not consulted or even told that the pre
teens were learning how to protect tropical fruit from 
venereal disease." Leo claims school authorities look 
on parents as ''poor yahoos who aren't as good as the 
enlightened bureaucrats in instructing the young about 
sex .... You can get a lot more done if parents don't 
lmow what's going on." David Blankenhorn, presi
dent of the Institute for American Values, thinks par
ents are intentionally kept in the dark. "Educational 
bureaucrats," he says, "accept the proposition that 
parents are backward, repressed, held back by reli
gion, and have to be handled." 

In Texas the state Legislature commissioned the 
Adolescent Pregnancy and Parenthood Advisory 
Council (APPAC) as an arm of the Texas Depart
ment of Human Resources. Its purpose is "to estab
lish a resource network for adolescent pregnancy and 
education and services by coordinating adolescent 
pregnancy policies and programs of the state and 
local agencies." The 1990 report (which is the cur
rent report-a new one will be published in January 
1993) either explicitly states or implies the following 
radical agenda: 

*Mandated K-12 sex education-parents could 
not opt their children out. 

*Mandated sex education courses for all teachers. 
*The Texas Education Agency (TEA) received 

funding to develop a guide called Education for Self
Responsibility (ESR) for grades K through 12. The 
ESR guide correlates teaching objectives to essential 
elements in four subject areas. For example, 6th grade 
students ( 11 year-olds) will learn how to locate health 
care services apart from parents. 

*Sexual counseling, contraceptive counseling and 
services, abortion and abortion referral, treatment of 
sexually transmitted disease. 

*Free to teens with little or no income. Tax pay
ers would foot the bill. 

*Amend the Texas Education Code, Chapter 21, 
as follows: "To allow the State Board of Education 
to develop rules that allow excused absences of the 

student requesting or receiving reproductive health 
care and education services: And to prohibit the re
quirement of parental consent or notification regard
ing school absences when they are for the purpose of 
reproductive health care." 

The ESR follows the guidelines of Sex and Edu
cation Council of the United States (SIECUS). The 
Carnegie Foundation funded the SIECUS guidelines. 
The Carnegie Foundation also funded the Southern 
Governor's Association, which has taken an active 
role in APPAC. The ESR/SIECUS guidelines for 
teaching school children about sex include: 

5-to-8 year-olds are taught about sexual inter
course, living together without marriage, homosexu
ality, masturbation and abortion. 

9-to-12 year-olds are taught three ways to have 
genital intercourse without causing pregnancy; ho
mosexual love relationships can be .as fulfilling as 
heterosexual relationships; gay men and lesbians can 
form families by adopting children; a legal abortion 
is very safe. 

13-to-15 year-olds are taught that many young 
people have brief sexual experiences with the same 
gender; people do not choose their sexual orientation; 
sexual orientation cannot be changed by therapy or 
medicine; homosexuals and bisexuals can lead fulfill
ing lives; pleasure of reproductive organs; locating 
agencies that do not require parental pennission and 
are confidential and cost little or no money; mastur
bation, either alone or with a partner, is one way a 
person can enjoy and express sexuality without risk
ing pregnancy or sexually transmitted disease; orgasm. 

14-to-18 year-olds are taught women have the 
right to make the final decision about whether to 
have an abortion; people can continue to respect their 
religious teachings but believe that some views are 
not personally relevant; there is no evidence that erotic 
images in the arts cause inappropriate sexual behav
ior; gay and lesbian community centers offer support 
for young people who have concerns about their 
sexual orientation; the telephone number of the gay 
and lesbian switchboard is given. 

SIECUS is distributing their guidelines through 
50 national organizations and to members of Con
gress and the departments of Health and Human Ser
vices Education. 
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Flabbergasting 

David Lipscomb College 
Nashville 5, Tennessee 
Attention: Mr. Willard Collins 

Dear Bro. Collins: 
We received the news release about your speeches 

yesterday at the Bardstown Road Church in Louis
ville, as well as your invitation for our young people 
to attend I am sure that you realize that the Bardstown 
Road Church is not in fellowship with any faithful 
church in the Louisville area. Due to unscriptural 
conditions within the congregation, a division resulted 
approximately three years ago, and to our knowl
edge, every faithful church in this area recognizes the 
new congregation as having done righteously in this 
matter. Although it is our understanding that efforts 
are still being made to restore fellowship in a righ
teous manner, such efforts have not been successful 
as yet. The Taylor Boulevard Church is diametrically 
opposed to any sort of fellowship being extended to 
these brethren until errors are properly corrected. We 
earnestly desire to have fellowship with all faithful 
brethren, but we refuse to compromise any principle 
of truth to fellowship error. 

We of this congregation are unable to understand 
why several brethren in your city, yourself included, 
have encouraged this and other factious groups in 
this city and have ignored the decision of faithful 
brethren in this area. Surely you realize that it is 
virtually impossible to exercise effective discipline 
toward those in error, as the New Testament cer
tainly teaches, when brethren who are of repute else
where extend them fellowship before errors are cor
rected. This will explain why we did not announce 
your meetings yesterday and will not announce any 
such future meetings until fellowship with this con
gregation is righteously restored. 

As a personal note, may I add that although I am 
a Lipscomb graduate, so long as you, Bro. Pullias, or 
others from Lipscomb continue to extend fellowship 
to these groups that you know have been withdrawn 
from, I shall continue to advise students to attend 
some Christian college other than Lipscomb. 

Cordially yours, 

Harold Hazelip 
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The above letter was written January 9, 1956. 
Harold Hazelip, who is now president of David Lip
scomb University (DLU) thought, in 1956, the proper 
way to correct an erring institution was to "advise 
students to attend some other Christian college." 
Maybe, Harold, this is why so many loyal gospel 
preachers and faithful brethren are advising students 
not to attend DLU, ACU, Harding and Pepperdine, 
and OCUSA is not far behind. 

Hodge-Podge 

Wineskins magazine has included in recent issues 
a medley of misinformation and false doctrine. 

In the August 1992, issue Larry James reviews 
favorably the biography of Malcolm X. The subtitle 
of the essay reads, "Remember a Martyr: Malcolm X 
and America's Struggle for Racial Justice." Malcolm 
X was a reefer-smoking, gun-carrying ex-con, a mad, 
angry Black Muslim who taught that all white people 
are devils. Newsweek reports: · 

He went by many names: born Malcolm 
Little, dubbed Red, for the color of his hair, 
during his numbers-running, zoot-suited crimi
nal years in Boston and Harlem; called Satan 
during the early part of his six-year prison stint; 
then Malcolm X, and fmally EI-Hajj Malik EI
Shabazz. 

He was murdered by his feiiow Muslims as pun
islunent for rejecting his mentor Elijah Muhammad. 
He was without doubt the leader in ·promoting raw, 
naked, vicious racism. Malcolm X said all white 
people must die simply because they are white. He 
called for blacks to kill whites. How Larry James and 
Wineskins could promote as a role model a man who 
taught many things contrary to the healthful doctrine 
of the New Testament is a riddle. Hollywood and the 
national media may promote a radical Black Muslim 
as a pattern, but responsible Christian journalism dare 
not do it. 

In the July 1992, issue Mike Cope has an article 
entitled "Coloring Outside the Lines." He wrote: 

Jesus of Nazareth might have been a tough 
kid to teach in Sunday School. .. He undoubt
edly was a color-outside-the-lines kind of child 
. . .I imagine this boy marching to a little dif
ferent beat-more like rap than 4/4. As a man 
he was always coloring outside the lines ... He 
rebuked the inside-the-lines, by-the-rules reli
gious authorities. 



This is a sad and false distortion-an irreverent 
lampooD-Qf the Son of God. Jesus was a good, sub
missive, obedient son to Mary and Joseph (Luke 2:51 ). 
He kept the law of God flawlessly (John 4:34; 5:30; 
6:38; John 8:46). He perfected himself in obedience 
to the will of his heavenly Father (Heb. 5:7-8). How 
can any responsible person portray Jesus as rule-break
ing, disruptive child and a law-breaking adult? Jesus 
went about doing good! 

In the September 1992, issue Art McNeese writes 
about what he calls" Big Gulps and Damaged Goods." 
McNeese says that God forgives the sinner without 
repentance, reformation, and restitution. He tells the 
story of how he was riding with a friend and breaking 
the speed limit. They were stopped by a policeman 
who turned out to be McNeese's brother, Craig. The 
policeman broke the law and displayed prejudice by 
letting them go with a mild rebuke. McNeese thinks
without any Bible authority-that God treats the sin
ner this way. Woe be to the man who does not hap
pen to know the policeman! McNeese speaks of his 
divorce and unlawful marriage to a woman not his wife 

and of a marijuana-smoking preacher and riotous liv
ing, and then blandly says God will overlook such be
havior because he is prejudiced in our direction, like 
the cop who illegally and despotically turns the guilty 
loose-a classic case of''tuming the grace of our God 
into lasciviousness" (Jude 1 :4). 

Meaning 

Benton Baugh in his paper Christian A"ay says, 
A good definition of 'new hermeneutics' 

is hard to find .... The definition I have col-
lected is: 

New Hermeneutics: The belief that the 
Bible is not really understandable and there
fore is not a reliable standard. It is not a code
book, blueprint, or pattern, and we must seek 
personal guide-lines to pilot us from here to 
eternity. Each person must makipersonal judg
ments of the meaning and appl«=ability of vari
ous scriptures, even though one person's judg
ment may be exactly opposite to another 
person's judgment. As long as each person 
makes his opposing judgment in sincerity, God 
will be obligated to accept each interpretation 
·on judgment day. Fp 

Moscow Mission Report 
By Randy Davis 

Jesus said, "Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel" (Mark. 16: 15). I had gone across the street and 
to another state. Now it was time for a life-changing 
experience. Thanks to a strong, supportive wife and to 
brother Demar Elam, director of missions at Alabama 
Christian School ofReligion, Montgomery, Alabama, 
I boarded a plane on August 8 headed for Moscow and 
was scheduled to return September 3. My stay was cut 
short some ten days because of the attempted coup. 
However, I was blessed by observing history in the 
making. My feeling at that time was that conununism 
was driving the final nail in her own coffin. 

The church in Moscow is an infant church. The 
oldest members are no more than two years in the 
faith. Moscow is a field white unto harvest. Each 
Sunday we had more visitors in attendance than metn
bers. While there, each day brought new opportunity 
for teaching an interested soul about Christ and his 
church. I had the privilege of co-laboring with five 

other Christians from Alabama, West Virginia, and 
Maryland Each day we taught conversational English 
using Biblical texts, in their public educational sys
tem. The classes were set up for two hours but usually 
ran over that time due to the interest of the students. It 
was by means of these classes that we were able to set 
up personal Bible studies with individuals. Some were 
college students, and others were older people. The 
older students would work hard nine hours a day at 
their jobs, then often would leave work, and travel for 
an hour on crowded public transportation, to come to 
our class each night. After more than two hours of 
class, they returned home. Most of the students at
tended every night even bringing their friends. They 
asked pertinent questions concerning life and the Bible. 
A total of more than one hundred students were taught 
through the classes and personal studies. Many stu
dents attended the worship service on Sunday. 

Cultural differences, distance, and language can 
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cause many unexpected problems. We were faced 
with many challenges. First, we thought our students 
would have a working knowledge of the English 
language; translators would be provided for those 
who did not; and our classes had been advertised. We 
were wrong! Nothing was provided. Yet we were not 
defeated With such obstacles and setbacks, one can 
learn many valuable lessons. I realized how limited 
and feeble. our efforts are. I found a greater apprecia
tion in the faith and fellowship ofbrothers and sisters. 
I learned better to pray and to know the power of 
prayer. With the sole purpose of our trip to Moscow 
almost at a standstill, I saw how involved God is by 
providence in accomplishing the impossible. 

Let me share my experience. Upon arriving at our 
hotel room, we earnestly joined in prayer. We pro
ceeded to plan our work, not knowing how to accom
plish our goal. Only through God's help was our work 
to be a success. Sunday morning we were walking 
down the street talking. We were approached by a 
young, intelligent man who overheard us speaking 
English. He inquired as to who we were and why we 
were in the country. This twenty-year-old man spoke 
English fluently. He expressed an interest in our work. 
We invited him and a companion to the worship 
service that afternoon, and he attended. For the next 
two weeks this young man, Archie Kokereff, would 
become my student, translator, and lifetime friend 
He would study with us each day for approximately 
two hours. Each evening he would translate for my 
classes. Archie had acquired a Bible two years ago. 
Since then he had read the Old Testament once and 
the New Testament twice. He believes in God and in 
the Deity of Christ, but Archie has yet to obey the 
gospel of Christ. However, his mother is Jewish, and 
he has been studying with her to convince her of the 
Deity of Christ 

One day while studying with Archie, another one 
of our translators was in the restroom cleaning up; 
suddenly he called for Charlie, my co-worker. He had 
been listening to our study and now with faith in 
Christ wanted to be baptized. Our bathtub became a 
baptistry. 

Each evening Archie returned home infonning 
his father about our studies in the Bible. Mr. Kokereff 
is a passive member of the communist party. He 
manages a resort some thirty miles outside Moscow. 
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By his invitation we were at this resort on Monday, 
August 18, the day of the coup. Our host was a fine 
gentlemen, presenting us with gifts and putting the 
enjoyment of the resort at our disposal. He invited us 
to come and preach. We were to have study with him 
but were unable due to Mr. Kokeretrs being swn
moned to Moscow. We were blessed with the opportu
nity to speak before an assembled audience. At the 
appointed hour, people on their vacation came to the 
prepared room. It was filled to capacity, and others 
stood outside the door to hear a message from God's 
word. The very day communism was raising her head 
to regain control and oppression, we were in her palace 
preaching the gospel and the liberty that Christ gives. 

The coup put us in danger. A most difficult deci
sion had to be made. Should we stay or leave early? 
This decision required much soul searching and prayer. 
We never felt personally threatened, but we knew 
grave danger was a real possibility. With mixed emo
tions I returned home ten days early, on August 24. So 
my trip ended, but it has created a desire in my heart to 
return and preach Christ to a people that hunger for 
truth yet are so lost in darkness. Lord willing I will be 
able to return and would encourage others to consider 
the work in Russia. The foreign friendships a person 
will make, the experience of living in another culture, 
and the reality of eternal good that will be achieved is a 
rich reward and memory for a lifetime. 

I give a loving thanks to my wife, Juanita, and my 
three young children, Adam, Aaron, and Rachel, for 
their support and sacrifice. I'm grateful to be the min
ister of the Owl Hollow Church of Christ and for their 
support and willingness to let me go and also for the 
other sponsoring congregations. Most of all, I am 
thankful to our great God, who accomplishes eternal 
good, though his servants have shortcomings and their 
efforts are feeble. God constantly shows himself to be 
a God who is able; let us in the church give him the 
glory (Eph. 3:20-21). 

I close with a personal word from my friend, 
Archie. He wrote: "To my best American friend, Randy 
Davis, thank you for all the good things you have done 
to me; I pray God that you and your family may visit 
me in a free Russia." Owl Hollow Church of Christ 

Route 4 Box 4020 
Winchester, TN 37398 
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Year I • Qtr. I Great Bible Stories 
And Characters From 
The Old Testament 

Creation • Adam & Eve • 
Noah • Tower • Abraham 
Jacob & Esau • Joseph 

Year I • Qtr. 2 Moses • Plagues • Red Sea· 
Ten Commandments • 
Golden calf • Tabernacle • 
Joshua • Gideon • Samson 

Year I • Qtr. 3 A 5 Weeks Study of Christ 
And His Church • Then Back 
To Complete Old Testament 
Samuel • David • Solomon 

Year I • Qtr. 4 Elijah· Elisha· Jonah • 
Joash • Isaiah • Daniel 
Esther· Nehemiah· Job 

Year 2 • Qtr. I Great Bible Stories 
And Characters From 
The New Testament 

Jesus' Birth • John's Work 
Tempted • Taught • Apostles 

Year 2 • Qtr. 2 Jesus Teaches In Parables 
Heals • Performs Miracles 

Year 2 • Qtr. 3 Jesus Teaches • Last Supper 
Trial • Death • Resurrection 
Appearances • Ascension 
Christ's Church Begins 

Year 2 • Qtr. 4 Christ's Church • Many Obey 
Stephen • Paul • Timothy 
The Heavenly City 

Year I • Qtr. I 

Year I • Qtr. 2 

Year I • Qtr. 3 

Year I • Qtr. 4 

Year 2 • Qtr. I 

Year 2 • Qtr. 2 

Year 2 • Qtr. 3 

Year 2 • Qtr. 4 

Year 3 • Qtr. I 

Year 3 • Qtr. 2 

Year 3 • Qtr. 3 

Year 3 • Qtr. 4 

Beginnings & Patriarchs 
Creation • Adam And Eve • 
Noah • Abraham • Isaac • 
Esau And Jacob • Joseph 
Israel In Egypt 
Joseph • Israel Reunion • 
Moses Birth, Burning Bush, 
Plagues, Crossing Red Sea 
Wilderness To Canaan 
Moses: Ten Commandments 
Tabernacle, 12 Spies, Aaron 
Joshua • Jordan • Jericho 
Judges & Kings Of Israel 
Judges • Gideon • Samson • 
Ruth • Samuel • David • 
Solomon • Queen of Sheba 

Prophets/Bondage/Free 
Elijah • Elisha • Jonah • 
Daniel • Esther· Ezra 
Survey Of Old Testament 
Review Of Basic Information 
On Each Book 
Jesus- Birth To Ministry 
Birth, Youth, Followers 
Jesus- Miracles/Teaching 

• Parables, Heals, Teaches 

Jesus- Last Week 
Parables, Trial, Death 
Apostles- The Church 
Pentecost. Disciples, Paul 
Paul's Journeys 
Four Trips • Teaching 
Survey Of New Testament 
Romans through Revelation 

Year I • Qtr. I The Patriarchs 
Creation • Noah • Abraham • 
Isaac· Esau/Jacob ·Joseph 

Year I • Qtr. 2 God Delivers I Wilderness 
Moses • Plagues • Passover • 
Wilderness· Tabernacle 

Year I • Qtr. 3 Wilderness & New Land 
Laws • In The Wilderness • 
Joshua • Jericho • Achan 

Year I • Qtr. 4 Fighting For New Land 
Joshua • Judges • Ruth • 
Samuel • Saul • David • Saul 

SUNDAY 
Year 2 • Qtr. I Harmony Of The Gospels 

Jesus • His Ministry 
Year 2 • Qtr. 2 Harmony Of The Gospels 
Year 2 • Qtr. 3 Harmony Of The Gospels 
Year 2 • Qtr. 4 Jesus' Earthly Final Week 

Arrest • Trial • Death • Resur. 

WEDNESDAY 
Year 2 • Qtr. I Prophecies Fulfilled 
Year 2 • Qtr. 2 Parables Of Jesus 

Year 2 • Qtr. 3 Miracles Of Jesus 

Year 2 • Qtr. 4 Teaching Of Jesus 

Year 3 • Qtr. I The Kings 
David • Solomon • Kings 
Elijah • Elisha 

Year 3 • Qtr. 2 The Prophets 
Elisha • Joash • Daniel • etc. 

Year 3 • Qtr. 3 Acts Of The Apostles 
Pentecost & Church Growth 

Year 3 • Qtr. 4 The Epistles & Revelation 
Overview Study of The Bool(\ 

Order from: Finn Foundation • PO Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 



DIRECTORY 
• • • • • • • • 
TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETI CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 

TENNESSEE 

or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7=30 MEMPHI8-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 

Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-
0617. McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: Home or Florida School or Preaching. 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 41ines; $150.00 for ROBERTSON COUNTY 
S lines; $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 lines. 
$375.00 for 8 lines. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 
SEND NO MONEY. 

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, 
minister. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

ALASKA 
SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, evangelist. 3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

99701. (907) 456-4921. 

CALIFORNIA 
SEBRING-904 Fairmount Drive. (813) 385-7443. HURST -NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 137 Souder Drive, Hurst, 76053. (817) 282-3239, 
McGhee, evangelist. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Bill Clayton, 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile Eddie Whitten, preachers. 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars GEORGIA 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 

ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713)-351-
CHRIST, 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . 4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. H. 
(404) 299-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50 A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or friends. 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. -----

miles inside 1-285) ----- RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
49 (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 77531. ( 409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 
Call (912) 956-3719, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 
VIRGINIA UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER

NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E'' St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Ca11883-S022 or Marvin Morrow, 
minister, 883-5232. DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 

2344 Nanticoke St, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA 24073. Sun. 

C 
central 

HURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed.. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 
CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11, A.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

10, 11 A.M., Wed 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. (703) 382-7837. 

=-------
EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church St, 

BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M. 
St. Sun. 8:15A.M. (May 3 thru October lS}, Sun. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 703-

382-7777. 
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 

MISSOURI 

334-3866, 334-3757. 

MONTANA 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. 

OHIO 

MAX MEADOWS-FT. CRISWELL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 
~mile S.I-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 
10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann M. Lee, 
evangelist. 703-637-4244: 703-223-1787. 

WYOMING 

RANCHESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST in the 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson RanchMart Center. Sun. 9, 10, 12:30. Tues. 7 PM. 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Bob Riech (307) 655-2563. 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813} 446- Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. SOUTH CAROLINA FOREIGN 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 11 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft. nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
7:30P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all 
correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 
76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the 
desired month of publication. Ads must be cancelled by the farst of the month to 
avoid being charged for the following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Congregation of 125 looking for sound Gospel 
Preacher. Energetic in visitation and personal work. 
Salary negotiable. Send resume and/or tape, photo 
if available. Quitman & Center Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 667, Gladewater, Texas 75647. May call 
(903) 845-5800. 

Wanted: Position available immediately for exp'd 
well-organized preacher, with good communication 
skills, for challenging work. Require exp'd soul
winner. Must contend for the faith, hold to the pattern 
of sound doctrine. Send professional resume 
including salary, benefits, references, and audio tape 
oftwo sennons to D. J. Goins, The Church of Christ, 
Ill East Braddock Road, Alexandria VA 2230 I. 

Wanted: Full-time minister for congregation of about 
100 members. Must be evangelistic minded with 
Bible-centered preaching and teaching ability. 
Experienced, self-motivated family man, 35-50. Send 
resume and video tape to Church of Christ, 1121 N. 
Military Road, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304. For fiuther 
infonnation call elders, Alfred Hartwigsen (716) 
283-1214, or Wesley Varney (716) 693-1643. 

Small congregation in Overbrook, KS is seeking a 
gospel preacher with some financial support who is 
neither afraid nor ashamed to declare the whole 
counsel of god. Those interested can call (913) 665-
7085. 

Wanted, conservative gospel preacher, for the 
recently merged Mainland Church of Christ, Texas 
City, Texas. No non-cooperation adherents need to 
apply. Salary negotiable. Congregations desire man 
of middle age. Send tape with resume to: Mainland 
Church of Christ, 1010-7th Street North, P.O. 
Drawer E, Texas City, TX 77590, (409) 9488-3442. 

VIDEOTAPES 
"A.D. 70 THEORY DEBATE" 

Bill Lockwood-Deny 
Don Preston-Affirm 

Order from 
Joe McDonald 
4924 NW 18th 

Oklahoma City, OK 73127 
(405) 943-9751 

2 tape set--$25.00 
plus p & h $1.50 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congregation 
needs energetic, motivated, family man with 
experience, committed to building positive 
relationships. Husband and wife resumes (and video 
if available) requested with transcripts and 
professional\personal recommendations. Salary, 
benefits and start date negotiable. House and utilities 
provided. Please reply as soon as possible to: 
Parkview Church of Christ, Attention: Jim Scott, 
P.O. Box 1083, Warren, Ml 48090. 

FOR SALE 
BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
by Daniel B. Lyle,Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection 
of thousands of scripture references, each 
summarized and organized under hundreds of 
logically-arranged subject areas. Includes over 2,000 
interesting, important discussion-stimulating 
questions. This extremely clear and easy guide to 
the Bible is a must for every Christian's 
library. It is ideal for Bible classes for all ages and 
for cottage evangelistic studies focused on the 
simplicity and power of New Testament 
Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to Theo-Med 
Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 1 59 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, ~ 
343-0143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 

FREE SAMPLE COPY of new tract for personal 
evangelism: "Why Should You Believe in Jesus 
Christ?" by Raymond T. Exum. Send long, self
addressed, stamped envelope to Exum Press, P. 0. 
Box 973, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0973. 

l11e Minister's Resource-An invaluable help for 
ministers, each issue of this monthly newsletter 
contains four sennon outlines, four bulletin articles, 
and four mid-week invitations. Sound biblical 
lessons printed on punched paper for binder filing. 
Subscription: $24/year, Sample issue: $4.9S.The 
Minister's Resource, Rt. 9, Box 104-A, Valdosta, 
GA 31601 

MISCELLANEOUS 
STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale--an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
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The r 
By Guy N. Woods 

The word God is one of the Spirit's designations 
for the divine nature. Under the figure of the synecdo
che, where a part is made to represent the whole or the 
whole a part, the word God is used to designate each of 
the divine Persons constituting deity; and, while there 
is but one God-one divine nature-the scriptures 
clearly teach that there are three distinct personalities 
possessing this nature. The Father is called God (Jolu1 
3:I6); the Son is called God (John I: I); the Holy Spirit 
is called God (Acts 5:3-4). In these instances, the word 
God, the name of the divine nature, is severally applied 
to each part, under the figure above designated, though 
there is but one divine nature-hence, but one God 
(Deut. 6:4). 

Thus when reference is made to the deity of Christ, 
it is meant that he possesses the divine nature; that he 
is a part of the godhead; and that he is, therefore, God. 
And, inasmuch as divine attributes are ascribed to each 
of the persons of the godhead, it is entirely correct and 
fully in harmony with the teaching ofthe scriptures to 
refer to them as God, the Father; God, the Son; God, 
the Holy Spirit, the three constituting the one true God. 

The books of the gospel (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John) were \witten, in large measure, to prove the 
deity of Jesus (Jolu1 20:30-3 1 ), and other scriptures 
abound with proofs to this end: (1) his pre-existence, 
by which it is meant his existence before creation, and 
thus his eternal being (John 1:1 ); (2) his possession of 

all of the diyine attributes, which could never be pos
sessed and exhibited by a creature (Rev. I :5; 1 Tim. 
I: 1 ); (3) his acceptance of divine titles wholly improper 
for ordinary mortals; ( 4) his absolutely perfect and sin
less life, his fulfillment of all the Messianic predictions 
of the Old Testament, his remarkable miracles, and his 
triumphant resurrection from the dead (Rom. 1 :4). 
Those on earth who knew him best bore similar testi
mony to his unique character; and his enemies, unable 
to deny the reality of his supernatural acts, conceded 
they were superhuman and attributed them to the devil! 

Those who are disposed to discount the testimony 
of inspiration touching our Lord's nature must account, 
in some fashion, for the historic proofs which every
where abound. That such a man as our Lord lived no 
knowledgeable person denies. The Roman writers 
Tacitus, Suetonius, and Pliny all bear witness to this 
fact. That he was crucified on a cross by order of Pilate 
is likewise by all admitted. Thus, secular history estab
lishes the fact that Jesus ofNazareth both lived and 
died. To this point, there is agreement between believ
ers and unbelievers. 

Deposited in a borrowed tomb in old Jerusalem 
was the body of a man who all-enemies and friends 
alike-believed had disappeared forever from the 
earth. The disciples, dull of mind and unable to com
prehend the Lord's teaching, believed they would see 
his face no more, and his enemies rejoiced in this 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

They've Gone Too Far 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Was Jesus the illegitimate son of a foolish 
Jewish maiden? Wineskins magazine (November 
1992) blatantly teaches that Jesus was the mis
begotten son of Mary. According to the Wine
skins writer, Andre Resner, Joseph had the wool 
pulled over his eyes. No God-hating atheist ever 
ventilated anything as foul, putrid, and Christ

dishonoring as Resner's blasphemous article entitled, "Christmas 
at Matthew's House" (Wineskins, November 1992, pp. 5-7). 

Andre Resner, by the way, is a professor of Preaching and The
ology at Abilene Christian University. He has a doctorate from 
Princeton. 

Lest you think I have invented this serious charge-that Wine
skins is advocating the illicit birth of the Son of God (a matter so 
stupefying as to be unbelievable)-! quote from the article. Please 
stay with me. 

Resner says Matthew begins ills gospel with the ancestry of Jesus 
to remind us of sexual scandals in the family's background. He 
wrote, "Before he can tell the scandal ofMary's 'immaculate con
ception,' he has to remind us of other scandalous women." 

The word scandal means "disgrace and shame." Resner puts 
immaculate conception in quotation marks. 

Many celebrated Bible scholars say that Matthew gives "the 
book of the generation of Jesus Christ" to show that he was de
scended from Abraham through David, as had been prophesied 
(Matt. 1:1 ). Many Bible students will be dumfounded to learn that 
Andre Resner has somehow discovered that Matthew's real pur
pose was to show the many shady characters in the genealogical 
table of Jesus to explain and justify Mary's out-of-wedlock preg
nancy. 

Stay with me; it gets much worse. Resner finds in the lineage 
of Jesus the names of Judah, Perez, Zerah, and Tamar. He brashly 
leaps on this to prove that Matthew is building up to telling us that 
Mary was sleeping around and got pregnant without the knowledge 
of Joseph, her betrothed. 

In telling the sordid story of Judah and Tamar, Resner really 
spices it up. He wrote: 



Tamar ... went to her closet. .. took her red dress out and pulled 
on those fishnet stockings and began gobbing on the make-up. 
She put on her black, spiked heels and hobbled down the road 
to Timnah where, word had it, Judah was headed on business 
.... We're told that he 'slept with her, and she became preg
nant by him. And after she left, she took off her veil and put 
on her widow's clothes again' ("Christmas at Matthew's 
House," by Andre Resner, Wineskins, November 1992, p. 5). 

The Bible simply says: 
"And she put off from her the garments of her widowhood, and 

covered herself with her veil, and wrapped herself, and sat in the 
gate ofEnaim, which is by the way to Timnah" (Gen. 38:14). 

Resner isn't through with his rancid rewrite of Bible history. 
He next brings up the harlot of Jericho, Rahab, and insinuates the 
spies went to her brothel as customers. He then, without any Bible 
authority, makes Rahab an ancestor of Jesus. Resner would be hard
pressed to prove that the Rahab of Matthew I :5 is the same as the 
Jericho Rahab. 

The fair-haired boy of Abilene Christian University then brings 
up the account of Ruth and Boaz. He sullies the name of Boaz and 
soils the reputation of the noble Ruth by darkly hinting at some
thing seamy and untoward in their relationship. Here are his exact 
words: 

"And Ruth ... 'dear, sweet Ruth.' Well, just what was she do
ing out there at the threshing floor at Boaz's feet? And why did he 
want her to stay all night, yet leave before daylight, and not let any
body see her? Hnmun." 

The case of David and Bathsheba is next mentioned. Resner 
seems to delight in the heartbreaking account of their shameful con
duct. He does not mention David's punishment and deep repen
tance and the prophet's rebuke. He paints this as the norm in the 
family of Jesus. 

For a real shocker, read the following from the poison pen of 
the ACU professor: 

Why does Matthew remind us of these people and their em
barrassingly scandalous stories? How can 'good news' start like 
this? And how could the early church think that this was the 
most appropriate way to start the 'New Testament'? It could 
be because the most embarrassing scandal was about to be told 
and Matthew wanted to show that such an outlandishly embar
rassing story was not out of line with the way God had always 
seen things done in this world Maybe when God works in this 
world it is precisely these kinds of persons and events through 
which he works his will and grace. Maybe that's part of the good 
news. 

Though we're still quite surprised by Matthew's covert state
ment 'she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit,' Mat
thew has set us up for it. It's a sort of 'Here we go again, folks 
. . . . ' Another sexua11y questionable woman. And what about 
Joseph's faith in the face of Mary's story? For it was he, who 
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after a single dream, went ahead and married 
her. A dream that was real, yes, but still a 
dream. Could it have been a message from God? 
Or, could it have been his own imagination, his 
wanting to believe her so much that his subcon
scious produced a noc.turnal justification for 
marrying her, even in the face of such an out
landish excuse? But there's Joseph, crawling 
into bed with her every night the rest of his life, 
relying on a dream, believing in her word, that 
she really hadn't slept with another man and 
used him to cover her shame. If we've paid at
tention to the women of Matthew's genealogy 
we're not entirely surprised by Mary's 
(Joseph's?!) predicament. If God used those of 
the Messiah's family tree thus, why wouldn't 
the Messiah himself come from a similar situa
tion? ("Christmas at Matthew's. House," Wine
skins,·November 1992, p 6). 

If Doctor Resner does not deny the virgin birth in 
his essay, then the virgiri birth cannot be denied. He 
takes 42 generations - a period, of about 2,000 
years-and finds two instances of sexual impropriety 
(the mistake of David and the sad tale of Judah and 
Tamar) and promotes that into Matthew's motive for 
giving the genealogy of Jesus and the conclusion that 
the ancestors of the Son of God were a collection of 
moral scoundrels. The Rahab and Ruth items do not 
count because Resner fails to make his case. He is sim
ply peddling his own unsupported gossip. It is hear
say and rumor, and not fact. So, he is left with a very 
flimsy. foundation for his learned deductions. David 
was condemned, and Judah was in no way condoned. 
Still, Resner takes this to prove that Jesus had an 
earthly father. 

How a Princeton-educated professor of Preaching 
and Theology could so completely misread Matthew's 
introduction to the life of Jesus is n:auseating. Mat
thew clearly says, "Behold, the virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, And they shall call 
his name Immanuel; which is, being interpreted, God 
with us" (Matt I :23). The purpose of the gospel writer 
is to affirm the virgin birth of Jesus. The pwpose of 
Resner is to deny it It is offensive and contemptible 
for a mere man to wrest the wordS of the inspired 
writer and attempt to make him say the opposite of 
what he did say. Resner may have a Ph.D., but Mat
thew had the Holy Spirit 

It is true that God works through sinful people. If 
he works through hmnans at all, he must work through 
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the sinful ones-except the virgin-hom Jesus. It is to 
the credit of Bible writers that they detail the sins of 
very important people. It is a mark of inspiration. If 
they did not tell of human weakness, their history 
would be suspect. This does not mean that every act 
of every person in the Bible is crusted over with sin 
and shame. It does mean Bible writers, unlike 
uninspired writers, are fair and impartial. To make the 
Bible's unprejudiced presentation a cause to question 
the virtue ofMary is witless and irresponsible. 

Andre Resner does not stand alone in this perfidy. 
The editors and underwriters of Wineskins are also 
guilty of treachery. Rubel Shelly, Mike Cope, and 
Phillip Morrison, editors of the magazine, are respon
sible and accountable for its contents. 

The emperor of the "Wineskins Empire" is Rubel 
Shelly. This recent article by Resner shows plainly 
that the emperor has no clothes. Shelly, Cope, 
Morrison, and Resner stand before us-poor, miser
able, blind, and naked-and the shame of their naked
ness is manifest. Our eyes well with tears at this sor
did spectacle. We take no pleasure in their unrigh
teousness. Having reproved their blasphemy, we re
buke their impiety and plead for their repentance. 0, 
why will ye die! 11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77070 
(Epilogue: The mothers and fathers who spend their 
hard-earned money to send their dear children to 
Abilene Christian University need to know what 
manner of instructors their kids will encounter at A CU. 
We also take note that David Lipscomb University has 
gone out of its way to be supportive of Wineskins and 
searches for students by advertising in every issue of ~ 
this wayward paper. We wonder if DLU will repudiate ·1 
its endorsement of Wineskins. or will it be silent and .·.·.iJ 

by that give consent to this mockery. By the way, 
Harding University also favors Wineskins with slick, 
multicolor advertising. Before God, we cannot be 
silent-Dobbs.) FF ,,, 
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The Deity of Our Lord 
(continued from page 1) 

concept Yet, a movement destined to shake the earth 
in a few short years was to come forth from that tomb. 

How? 
There was about him none of those aids and agen- · 

cies usually regarded as essential to success in the 
world of men. As ·House, in his magnificent little work, 
Can It Be False?, so ably asserts: 

He formulated no creed; he left no Koran 
behind him. He came into the world to establish 
a kingdom which he called the kingdom of 
heaven. He disclaimed as unworthy, and dis
carded as unsuited to his purpose, all the means 
and methods and appliances by which other men 
had established kingdoms and founded empires. 
No sword was drawn in his behalf save one the 
impetuous Peter drew in the garden, and which 
he was commanded by the Master to sheathe and 
never again take from its scabbard. 

Was it the blind man to whom he had given 
sight? Was it the paralytic through whose shriv
eled veins the ruby currents of life had poured at 
his connnand? Was it the miserable leper he had 
cleansed? Was it Peter and his fellow fishennen? 
Was it the poor and humble among whom he 
had moved and with whom he had associated all 
his life? Are these the builders ofkingdoms and 
the founders of empires? Yet the kingdom was 
established. It rises today, after the lapse of 
nearly nineteen hundred years, in grand and 
magnificent proportions-the wonder of the 
world and the hope and refuge of millions. 

Continuing with House: 
A humble peasant reared amid the seques

tered hills ofN azareth, in an obscurity so dense 
·and a seclusion so deep that no one lmew of him 
save his daily associates of the same lowly rank 
and fortune, established a kingdom in the world 
that has outlived the fall of dynasties and the 
decay of empires. His only herald was the rug
ged Baptist, with his raiment of camel's hair, as 
he lifted the trumpet of repentance on the banks 
of the Jordan. And when, for his fearless reproof 
of sin and his bold proclamation of the truth, 
John was thrown into prison, and from its de
pressing gloom sent his disciples to Jesus to 
know if he was really the Messiah or whether the 
Messiah was still to come; the following was the 
answer he received: 'Go, and show John again 
those things which ye do hear and see; the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up, and the poor have the gospel preached to 
them.' The lame, the blind, the deaf, the leper, 
the dead, the poor, the lowly! Did one ever be
fore, proposing to found a kingdom, put such an 

· anny into the field to achieve a conquest andes
tablish his dominion? 

Where is Rome now? The very eagles have 
faded from her ·ensigns, and her name stands in
scribed on the broken column that records the 
downfall of empires. And where is the humble 
captain that led his little band of lowly followers 
over the hills of Judea and by the Sea of Ga
lilee-a sad, homeless wanderer on earth
where the foxes had holes and the birds of the air 
had nests, but where he had no place he could 
call his own on which to lay his head? He lives 
in millions of human hearts with the undecaying 
vigor of an immortal life, and the sun sets not on 
all the lands that contain his worshippers! He 
came to establish a kingdom, but the seat of em
pire was the human heart. It was not of this 
world, and to this world belongs none of the 
glory of the achievement Her rulers and poten
tates threw him not even a word of encourage
ment in his struggles, her annies furnished him 
not a soldier, her treasuries not a dollar, her ar
senals not a weapon, and her priests not a prayer! 
He bore the burden of her scorn while he lived, 
and she contributed a cross and a crown of 
thorns to decorate the ignominious death to 
which she consigned him. 

Born in obscurity so dense, and moving on a 
plane so humble and unambitious that the litera
ture of his day did not deem his birth or his life 
worthy of the most casual mention, his name 
stands today the foremost in all history for the 
results achieved as well as the manner of their 
achievement. Far in advance of all other men 
who have ever lived in the mighty influences 
that he put in action to sway the world and shape 
the destinies of men, he threw aside as unworthy 
to be utilized all the appliances and methods by 
which others had gained an ascendancy over 
their fellows and won the chaplet of renown. 
Everywhere and upon all occasions he utterly 
refused t9 countenance, either by word or action, 
any idea or suggestion of political power for 
himself. He flattered no man's vanity or ambi
tion or cupidity to induce him to enlist under his 
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banner. At no time, under no circwnstances did 
he ever hold out to any man, high or low, Jew or 
Gentile, any promise or prospect or hope of 
earthly preferment or distinction to induce him to 
become his disciple. On the contrary, wh~n ~en 
came to him voluntarily and proposed to foJiow 
him, it seems as if he would discourage them 
from doing so. He gave them to understand 
clearly and unmistakably that he had no lands or 
houses or money or lucrative positions to be
stow, and if their object in seeking to ally their 
fortunes with him was to better their worldly 
condition, he had no hope or promise or prospect 
to hold out in that direction .... 

His is a living, direct message to the hungry 
heart, which he himself proposes to feed and 

satisfy. Millions have tested his promise and 
declared it true. All along the march of the ages 
hungry hearts have received from his hand the 
bread of life and been satisfied His,religion still 
reigns a living power in the human soul. It car
ries within itself the ability to demonstrate its 
truth to the conscious satisfaction of every heart 
that will open its doors to receive it 'Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock: If any m8n hear my 
voice and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me.' 

Only a God-man could make such a promise; and, 
having made it, enable it to be realized. This is the 
Christ we worship! 364 Lynn Lane 

· Nashville, TN 37211 

FF 

Love Leaves Legacy of Lasting Memories 
By Robert M. Waller 

More than half a centuty has passed since my home 
on Old Benton Road at Reidland first registered im
pressions on my mind. 

Dad and Mom loved each other. I do not recall 
hearing a curse word, a single family fuss, or seeing a 
single dish thrown or detecting a bitter attitude. 

In our home, I never saw a can of beer, bottle of 
whiskey, pack of cigarettes or sack of pipe tobacco. A 
box of cigars given to my dad were kept for years in 
the bottom of the trunk to prevent moths. 

There was the evidence of love because each 
worked long, hard hours for the good of other family 
members and to help the poor. When Dad came in 
from a 12-hour work day, there was always a warm 
supper. The whole family was kept clean. Our patched 
and faded garments were washed and ironed. 

Home was a happy place. Mother sang as she 
worked. We would sing as we traveled The songs were 
spiritual. Home was a place where God's word was 
respected, and the true meaning of honesty was taught 
and practiced, and "our word was our bond" 

On Sunday we all went to church. We attended 
gospel meetings at various places. Church members 
would often get together for watermelon cuttings or ice 
cream making. 

Home was a place where preachers and song lead
ers enjoyed meals at our table. Many stayed with us 

6 February 1993 
Firm Foundation 

during gospel meetings. Home was a haven of rest-a 
big house where the summer breezes softly blew even 
in the hot, sweltering smnmers. It was the only air-con
ditioning we had and all Mother said she needed. 

We are sorry for those who have not had the rich 
heritage of a godly home where love, respect, and 
training was theirs to know. These values and deep im
pressions are mine. 402 Wil/ow Lake Drive 

Portland, TN 37148-2412 
(Editor's note: Brother Waller touches the heart 

strings with his recollections of home. It is still possible 
for godly parents to bequeath this kind of birthright to 
their children. Talk about family values! Those not 
reared in Christian homes can come to Christ and 
leave their children the memory of godly parents who 
are guided by highest principles of right. Samuel John
son said ofhome, "That's thepartoftheworldwhere 
people know when you are sick, miss you when you die, 
and love you while you live. , The home is the strength 
of the nation. It is a shelter from all te"or, doubt, di
vision. God appointed the home to make us happy. The 
wasteful child may, by the memory of godly parents, 
come to himself and return to his home and !ts values. 
The prodigal son remembered his God-fearingfather, 
the good home he deserted, and came back. "Train up 
a child in the way he should go, And even when he is 
old he will not depart .from it. "-Dobbs.) FF 
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A Handbook for False Teachers 
By Eric Brinn HaiP 

Stage One 
Choose Your Target 

Sizing Up the Sheep 

Before selecting a flock to fleece, it will be help
ful first to size up the sheep. In this way it will be much 
easier to develop allies and identify future foes. In 
Romans I 0:2 Paul provides a very useful way to cat
egorize Christians.2 A Type-A Christian lacks knowl
edge and zeal; a Type-B Christian lacks knowledge but 
has zeal; a Type-C Christian lacks zeal but has knowl
edge; and a Type-D Christian has both zeal and knowl
edge. 
The Type-A Christian 

Thls is your favorite type of Christian-no zeal, no 
lmowledge, no problem. These people are, as someone 
once said, looking for a nice, light, little religion, suit
able for summer. They don't care what you say and 
they don't care how you say it. To them the church is 
a country club, and the preacher is the golf pro. As 
Ambrose Bierce observed, this group follows the teach
ings of Christ in so far as they are not inconsistent with 
a life of sin. They are creatures of habit. (Remember, 
Christians aren't called sheep for nothing.) The only 
sure bet with this group is that they will remain neu
~ and disinterested during any moral crisis. 
the Type-8 Christian 

.- Many Type-A Christians began their spiritual jour
ney as Type-B Christians. These members, mostly 
young, tend to be full of enthusiasm and little else. 
Your greatest allies will come from within this group. 
They are often obsessed with ''building a great church" 
and don't mind pushing the one that Jesus built out of 
the way in order to do it If you can fmd an elder in this 
category, your job will be much easier. Such an elder 

often feels that the truth is determined by a majority 
vote at the weekly elders' meeting and, more often than 
not, views the papacy with more than a little admira
tion. 
The Type-C Christian 

Although Type-C Christians will not support you, 
neither will they cause you any trouble. They know the 
truth but are apathetic about it. They often complain, 
but they never take any action. Thus, while they cer
tainly will not love you, you're in no danger, since they 
will not love the truth either. Mark Twain may have 
had someone from this group in mind when he once 
described a person as "a solemn, unsmiling, sanctimo
nious old iceberg who looked like he was waiting for 
a vacancy on the Trinity." 
The Type-D Christian 

This group can be trouble. Fortunately, they are not 
very numerous and have experienced a dramatic drop 
in nwnber during recent years partly due to your suc
cessful efforts to discredit them. Not only will this 
group notice when you twist the scriptures, they will 
actually complain. Even when you dismiss their com
plaints and denounce them from the pulpit, they still 
~ill not give up. They actually feel as if the truth is 
something that has been entrusted to them, something 
that they can know, something they must contend for. 
They will mimic those troublemaking, divisive 
Bereans from Acts I7: II and actually check if what 
you say is in accord with the Bible. (The gall of such 
people is hard to imagine!) 

How then should you select a target? Look for an 
opening at a church in which the Type-A and Type-B 

1This handbook is dedicated to all who fearlessly pursue sophistry, and it is the author's sincere wish that those to who~ it 
is directed will accept it with the spirit with which it is intended. 

2An alert reader will notice that Romans 10:2 has nothing at all to say about Christians. Don't worry about such readers; you 
will rarely encounter them. One could fire a cannon through most churches (and elders' meetings) without even grazing an alert 
Christian. 
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members out number the Type-D members by at least 
five to one. Fortunately, this includes 90% of all con
gregations. By fonning a strong coalition prior to the 
attack, the Type-D trouble-makers can be defeated 
shortly after the first volley. 
Sizing Up the Shepherds 

The eldership can be a problem. Some Type-A 
· churches have elderships composed of Type-C and 

Type-D Christians. This can be a big problem since the 
sluggish Type-C's will be led about by the troublesome 
Type-D's. The only way around this problem is to find 

. an eldership with a strong Type-B. who can win the 
allegiance of the Type-C's. In thi& way the Type-D's 
can be forced out. If you can locate a church with el
ders on the payroll, you will often be assured of at least 
a few elders that will support peace (and hence, con
tinued prosperity) at any price. 

Stage Two 
GettheJob 

The way to get the job is, quite simply, to be all 
things to all people. Since elders hate having to look 
for a preacher, they will often hire the first suit that 
walks in and then fight tooth and nail to retain that suit 
even when they discover that it is empty. If you evade 
difficult questions and say what they want to hear, then 
the job will be yours. A good example to follow dur
ing this stage is that of St. Ambrose, who after being 
elected bishop of Milan, felt obliged to become a 
Catholic. 

Stage Three 
Lay the Groundwork 

The next two groups to which you must endear 
yourself are the singles and the young marrieds. Your 
strongest allies. will come from the Type-B members 
in these groups. When you first arrive, you should vol
unteer to teach their classes. In addition, a good step 
at this point is to encourage members from these 
groups to approach the elders with a request that you 
know will be turned down. In this way you can build 
a general feeling of unrest that will be quite useful dur
ing the· latter stages of your mission. These groups will 
already be pushing for change for the sake of change 
when you arrive. Your job is to work them into a 
frenzy. 

The third group from which to gather friends is 
from within the elders themselves. Again, if you can 
make an ally out of a dominating Type-B elder, your 
mission will be much easier. 
How to Influence People 

As you win friends, you should also work at influ
encing people. Your best platform from which to do 
this is the pulpit. When you signed up as a minister, 
you joined a very select group of teachers who can 
teach for 30 minutes at a time without fear of interrup
tion. You never have to stop and answer any questions. 
No matter how ludicrous your message is, no one will 
speak up. Even when the lesson ends, no one will 
make any pointed comments or ask any difficult ques
tions. Instead, your entire audience will simply stand 
and sing. Truly a unique teaching position! 
What to Preach About 

You should preach about love at every opportunity. 
Your motto during the first few months should be the 

Here is where the fun begins. If you follow these Beatles' refrain: "All you need is love. "3 Of course, it 
steps very carefully, the battle will be won before the goes without saying that you should not delve very 
fighting begins. deeply into this subject. Don't mention what it means 
How to Win Friends to love God; just mention that it is something every-

Your frrst job is to win friends, and the frrst place one should do. Don't leave anyone with the impression 
to win a friend is from among the other ministers. If that to love God we must obey God and that to obey 
you selected your target well, you should have plenty God we must stUdy his word. Instead, equate love with 
of ministers to choose from: the youth minister, the happiness and comfort. If you are happy, you must be 
education minister, the involvement minister, the per- loving; if you aren't happy, you must be unloving. To 
sonal evangelism minister, the singles minister, etc. really stress the importance of happiness, you might 
Choose the first Type-B minister that comes along and come up with some new terms to describe the worship 
latch onto him. Ideally, by the time you drop your first service: the communion is a "love feast"; prayers are 
bomb, this person should be willing to eat ground glass "heart chats"; the Bible is a "love letter," etc. Be ere-
at your urging. ative. Keep everyone off balance. Whatever you do, 

8 

3Some congregations might let you use this as the invitation song, but it would be wise not to push your luck. 
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don't dwell on the prophets; they are so depressing. 
The next subject to preach about is criticism. Within 

a few short monihs every Type-B Christian in the place 
should feel that a critic is only slightly better than a 
child molester. Critics are unloving; critics are divisive; 

means to love God-just stress that it is important. 
Never preach about the distinctiveness of the 

church. Remember, we are all just one big, happy 
family, and if we are not happy then we must be un
loving. Never say that we must reach out to those who 

critics should be marked and avoided; 
critics are regressive; critics are out to 
destroy the church; Will Rogers never 
met a critic. The easiest way to 
achieve this goal is to equate critics 

The truth would become more popular 
if it were not always stating ugly facts. 

have not obeyed 
the gospel. In
stead, we must 
reach out to the 

with Pharisees and legalists.4 Critics are spiritually im
mature and need to grow up and become enlightened. 
Although it takes time and careful preparation to con
vince a large group of people that a 20-year-old recent 
convert is spiritually more mature than a 60-year-old el
der, it can be done. 
What Not to Preach About 

First, note that all negative sermons should be di
rected toward the evil critics who are out to destroy the 
church. Never 

Henry S. Haskins 
"unchurched." 

Remember, to be saved you must repent and be 
"churched" for the remission of your sins (if you have 
any). Your only goal is church growth and your phi
losophy is that of a cancer cell: growth for the sake of 
growth. Pluralism promotes this agenda perfectly. 

Never leave anyone with the impression that we 
can lmow the truth. Anyone who claims otheiWise is 
arrogant, intolerant, and puffed up with knowledge. 
Such a person must think he or she is inspired. You 

direct a nega
tive message 
toward the 
Type-A's or 
Type-B 's. 
Your purpose 
is to keep 
these people 
coming. Any 
suggestion 
from the golf 
pro that they 
might need to 
change their 
life-styles will 
only serve to 

Sophists are the more subtle sort of li
ars, who are always careful to tell the 
truth, or the wrong half of the truth. 
They can always be trusted to point 
out that there is a green that is very 
nearly blue and a blue that is very 
nearly green, applying the argument to 
men and monkeys, or morals and man
ners, or anything else that may be con
venient to the people who have the 
money to hire them. 

should constantly stress our inability to 
be completely sure about anything. Re
member, everything is just a matter of 
opinion, and your opinion is as good as 
the next person's. Be sure you never 
leave anyone with the dangerous im
pression that the Bible is a source of 
authority that can be understood. If 
you handle this part of the plan cor
rectly, you will, in the words of 
Chesterton, end up with a group of 
Christians who are too mentally mod
est to believe in the multiplication 
table. 

G. K. Chesterton Never preach about the qualifica-
January 6, 1923 tions of elders. Those who are least 

drive them to another country club. A safe approach is 
simply not to preach about moral issues such as drink
ing, gambling, or adultery. A more dangerous but of
ten more effective approach is to take a ''progressive" 
stance on these issues. That is, moral issues are not im
portant if we love each other; only a legalist would think 
otherwise. Again, be sure you don't mention what it 

qualified will be your biggest allies 
when you make your move. Also, when the time 
comes to force out the Type-D elders, you certainly 
don't want any questions regarding qualifications or 
scriptural authority to muddy your plan. Whatever you 
do, don't mention Titus 1:9. It might be a good idea 
to mark through it in your Bible so you won't read it 
by mistake. In this way you will be able to preach 

4We lmow that most legalists and Pharisees in the Bible were critics. You simply tum this around to mean that most critics 
··are Pharisees and legalists. Although a logician will catch the error, he or she will not be able to expose the error without provid
ing confinnation for your position! Anyway, if you have done your job correctly, then your flock will be safe from such reason
ing, since "against logic there is no armor like ignorance." 
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against those terrible, divisive people mentioned near 
the end of Titus without having to explain why Titus 
clearly did not put elders who confront error into that 
category. Remember, ugly, unloving, inconvenient facts 
should be avoided at all cost. 

occur after you have laid the proper groundwork as 
discussed above. Remember that your purpose at this 
stage is to straighten out those poor, misguided legal
ists who think they know something about the Bible. 
In accomplishing this objective it will help if you can 

Never preach a sermon from Jude. Any book that be extremely condescending. You should give the im-
talks about false teachers who creep in unnoticed, talks pression of stepping down from "The Mounf' after a 
about clouds recent conversation with God. Be 
without water Truth gains more even by the errors of dogmatic, but don't feel that you 
carried by the one who, with due study and preparation, have to support everything (or any-
wind, or talks thinks for himself, than by the true thing) that you say. Only a legalist 
about those opinions of those who only hold them would request that you actually 
who use great because they do not suffer themselves prove something using the scrip-
swelling words to think. tures. Instead, talk about new 
and flattery to hermeneutical principles and ecu-
gain an advan- John Stuart Mill menical paradigms; your allies will 
tage is defi- ------- nod with their standard, stupefied 
nitely not going to further your agenda Titus 1 and Sec- approval and only later think to reach for a dictionary. 
ond Peter 2 also fall into this category.5 By the way, it is a good idea to run the sennon con-

Finally, don't feel that you have to actually believe taining your bornb by one of the other ministers be-
what you are preaching. Feel free to preach about Ti- fore your deliver it In this way you can deflect some 
tus 3:10 and ignore Titus 1:9 or preach about the first of the criticism toward an unsuspecting dupe. 
half ofRomans 16:17 and ignore the second half of the The actual subject of your bomb is only a second-
verse. Most people will never notice and those who do ary concern. Some have used instrumental music; 
won't be on your side anyway. some have 
Twisting scriptures in this manner For the time will come when they will not used baptism; 
will promote a very useful illusion · some have endure .. sound doctrine; but after their ofknowledge among the Type-A's used the role 
and Type-B's. Say whatever is re- own lusts shall they heap to themselves of women in 
quired to achieve your goals. Be ex- teachers, having itching ears; and they the church; 

· tremely dogmatic. Never back shall turn away their ears from the truth, others have 
down from a position. Whether or and shall be turned unto fables. used the Pau-
not you actually believe or can even 2 Timothy 4:3-4. line privilege. 
support your message is not impor- Be creative. 
tant. Your true followers will neither notice nor mind. Use your imagination. Hit them where it hurts. Re-
A good example to follow in this regard is that of Dr. member Psalm 11:3. "If the foundations be destroyed, 
Cumming, the minister of the Scottish Presbyterian what shall the righteous do?" As you drop the bomb, 
Church in London. He predicted the end of the world be sure to blur the line effectively between matters of 
would occur on a certain day in 1867 yet was later faith and matters of opinion. Use (or misuse, to be 
found to have renewed a 21-year lease on his house only precise) Titus 3:9 to categorize all disputes over doc-
days before the great event. trine as unprofitable. Quote (or misquote, if you pre-

Stage Four fer) reformation leaders as much as possible. In this 
Drop fhe Bomb way you will be able to steer the argwnent away from 

Ideally this stage should occur between six months the Bible. Reverse the old (and hence, regressive) 
and a year after your arrival. Of course, it should only method of interpretation. Twist difficult passages as 

5 A good use for Titus is to twist chapter 2 to teach that sound doctrine simply involves c~ng for others. Again, be sure you 
steer clear of chapter 1, where Paul makes it clear that such is not the case. 
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suggested in Second Peter 3: 16 and ignore the easier 
ones. Don't feel that you have to answer any possible 
objections that your audience might have while you de
liver your message. Did Moses answer any objections 

the entire sermon just for his or her benefit. Don't ever 
underestimate the power of the pulpit. If you receive 
letters or written questions during this stage, just ig
nore them. Maybe they will go away. 

when he stepped down off the 
mount? Arrogance is an art: practice, 
practice, practice. 

Finally, in dropping the bomb 
don't feel that you must be consistent 

As scarce as truth is, the supply has 
always been in excess of the demand. 

Many 
critics will 
never make 
it past the 
first stage 

in your interpretation or misinterpre-
tation. With many Christians contradictions in logic are 
never noticed. Type-A and Type-B elders who have 
believed and taught an opposite view wi ll stand by 
their former 

Henry Wheeler Shaw 
of your de

fense. For those that do, there is a second stage in 
which you play the role of a wounded servant of God 
who is battling with the evil Pharisees. Your standard, 

position yet 
support your 
contradictory 
viewpoint with 
great vigor. 

Men stumble over the truth from time to 
time, but most pick themselves up and 
hurry off as if nothing happened. 

patent-pending grin should at this 
stage be replaced with a sack
cloth-and-ashes demeanor. Make 
it clear that those who wrote let
ters and approached the elders 
should have come to you in pri-Sir Winston Churchill 

(Such guard-
ians of the truth leave very little for you to do!) Finally, 
remember Oscar Wilde's maxim: Consistency is the 
last refuge of the unimaginative. 

Stage Five 
Run for Cover 

If you have done your job well, most members who 
disagree with your message will initially remain silent 
after the bomb due to their fear of being labeled evil, 
regressive, divisive, hypercritical, unloving, hate-filled, 
intolerant, narrow-minded, hypocritical legalists. The 

vate as Aquila and Priscilla did 
with Apollos.6 If anyone mentions that Paul rebuked 
Peter in front of everyone, or that in all likelihood 
Aquila and Priscilla publicly corrected the public er
ror that Apoiios had taught, simply say that any re
sponse to such a statement would be futile due to the 
critical, unloving attitude of the interrogator. Remem
ber, no one says you have to answer difficult ques
tions; just ignore them. By the way, during this stage 
you can't be too overly dramatic. Weeping and ripping 
up imaginary hate mail from the puJpit can be a very 

first stage in dealing with 
those who do not remain si
lent is to divide and conquer 
them. When one first ap
proaches you, respond to his 
questions or comments by 

effective ploy, at 
this point, to unify 
the Type-B's behind 
you. 

God offers to every mind its choice 
between truth and repose. Take which 
you please; you can never have both. 

At some point 
during this proce
dure you might be 

called upon to write a Jetter. This should onJy be done 
as a last resort since a paper trail can be very danger
ous. Your letter should be condescending without ar
guing specifics. Whatever you do, don't get into a 
written discussion ofthe issues with someone who ap
pears to be familiar with the Bible. Instead, put your
self in the position of a spiritually mature Christian 
who has been wounded by some rash, unloving, spiri-

smiling, thanking him for his 
interest, and giving him a figurative pat on the head. 
Make each critic who approaches you feel that he or 
she is the onJy person in the entire congregation who 
disagreed with you. Never give any indication that 
others have voiced similar concerns. Later you can 
come down hard from the pulpit against those evil hate
mongers who are puffed up with their own knowledge. 
If you play this right, each critic will think you prepared 

R. W. Emerson 

6lf Apollos had read this handbook and not caved in so quickly, we would have churches out there today preaching the bap
tism of John. What a waste! 
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tually immature legalist You nlight picture yourself as 
a Pharisee writing a letter to Jesus after he cleansed the 
temple or picture yourself as a member of the circwn
cision party writing to PauJ after he had kindly sug
gested in Galatians 5:12 that you castrate yourself. 
Suggest in your letter that if the recipient were spiri
tually mature, he would never have done or said such 
a thing. Remember, the church is nothing to get that 
excited about. If you have set everything up properly, 
most of the congregation should at this point be won
dering why those crazy Type-D's are so worked up. 

Never answer hypothetical questions that are de
signed only to pin you down on a particular issue. If 
someone asks how you would explain a difficult pas
sage to someone who asked for counseling, respond by 
saying that you would simply read the passage and 
then would let that person determine the meaning for 
himself. You will be surprised at how many people 
will actually accept such an absurd response. Note that 
this method is much safer than that which Philip used 
when the Ethiopian eunuch asked him to explain Isaiah 
53. The Ethiopian was clearly Type-D, and thus Philip 
shouldn't have wasted his breath answering his obvi
ously loaded question. Do whatever it takes to avoid 
studying the Bible with a Type-D Christian; he or she 
will only cause you trouble. If such a person corners 
you in a class or writes a letter both to you and the el
ders, you can offer to meet with him or her in your 
office privately. On the surface this looks very gallant. 
(Hopefully, no one will notice that while you are able 
to speak to your critics publicly, they must speak to 
you privately.) Of course, when the meeting takes 
place, you should respond to your critic in private just 
as you have so far been responding to your critics in 
public; just ignore-them and hope they go away. 

Some of your best sermons on division should be 
saved for this fmal stage. It is very important that those 
who have complained about your teaching be labeled 
as divisive. While it is true that division in the New 
Testament is always attributed to those who teach er
ror and never attributed to those who confront error, 
most of your audience knows nothing more about the 
New Testament than that in most Bibles it follows the 
Old Testament Thus, you may misquote passages with 
abandon in order to label your ~ritics as divisive. Af
ter all,. you simply preached a sermon as you are being 
paid to do. Your critics are the ones causing the trouble. 
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If they would just let it all drop, the rest of the church 
could go on its merry (and hence, happy and loving) 
way. Blame everything on division. (One imaginative 
Type-B even taught that Paul's thorn in the flesh was 
division; it was ridiculous but nevertheless effective.) 

Stage Six 
Mission Accomplished 

Finally, don't despair. If you follow this plan, then 
the congregation (or what is left, anyway) will be 
yours. As John Stuart Mill said, "The dictwn that truth 
always trimnphs over persecution is one of those pleas
ant falsehoods that all experience refutes." When the 
dust settles, you will have a building full of zealous 
know-nothings and an eldership that will jwnp through 
hoops if you threaten to leave. Keep everyone jmnp
ing for awhile· and then move on. 

However the battle is ended, 
Though proudly the victor comes 

With fluttering flags and prancing nags 
And echoing roll of drums, 

Still truth proclaims this motto, 
In letters of living light,-

No question is ever settled, 
Until it is settled right. 

Though the heel of the strong oppressor 
May grind the weak to dust, 

And the voices of fame with one acclaim 
May call him great and just, 

Let those who applaud take warning, 
And keep this motto in sight,-

No question is ever settled 
Until it is settled right. 

Let .those who have failed take courage; 
Tho' the enemy seems to have won, 

Tho' his ranks are strong, ifhe be in the wrong 
The battle is not yet done; 

For, as sure as the morning follows 
The darkest hour of the night, 

No question is ever settled 
Until it is settled right. 

0 man bowed down with labor! 
A woman, young, yet old! 

0 heart oppressed in the toiler's breast 
And crushed by the power of gold! 

Keep on with your weary battle 
Against triwnphant might, 

No question is ever settled 
Until it is settled right. 

Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
7750 Walnut Hill Lane #3107 

Dallas, TX75230 
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Grace and Law: 
Legalism and Liberalism-Part VI 

By G. C. Brewer 

(Observation on Roy Key's tract) 

In a general way we have considered some of the 
points and arguments that are today being urged by 
men who claim liberty is against legalism. There are 
so many issues involved in this discussion and so 
many variegated views on these issues that it would 
be foolish to think that we can give a complete treat
ment to every phase of the issues and to every quibble 
that has been advanced or is being pressed. As we 
have seen in some of the former articles, these issues 
are not new and we shall, therefore, be content with 
pointing out the fact that these are the same questions 
that have been discussed thoroughly by men who lived 
before our time. The answers to the arguments may, 
therefore, be found in our literature. In this article, 
however, we wish to give some direct attention to the 
booklet that has been written and distributed by Roy 
Key. The title of this booklet is The Law of Christ. 

As we have stated, brother Key stoutly denies that 
he is a modernist or that he has departed from New 
Testament teaching or that he wants fellowship in any 
sect or denomination. He thinks he is contending for 
a correct understanding of the word of God and for a 
non-sectarian spirit in teaching and preaching the gos
pel of Christ. He seems to believe that gospel preach
ers are preaching a "plan" and teaching people that 
they can save themselves by complying with a "code" 
and that they are, therefore, the ones that have cor
rupted the teaching of God's word, and he feels im
pelled to correct such errors and to exalt Christ and 
the true Christian spirit. 

Reading brother Key's arguments is somewhat like 
listening to a boy talking when he is going through 
the change from boyhood to manhood. A few words 
are said in the boy's voice, and then he breaks into a 
man's tone. Thus, one gets the impression that he is 
talking to two different individuals. Brother Key 
makes some excellent points and teaches the truth at 

many places in such a vigorous and logical way that 
it almost moves one to tears to see that he will, on 
another page, practically contradict what he has so 
well written. 

He does not deny that the word of the Lord should 
be our standard, that we should humbly submit to the 
teaching of Christ. He does not even deny that what 
Christ has commanded should be observed, but he will 
then say that it is not "essential" to obey Christ. He 
admits that we are under the law of Christ and that 
Christ's law should even be respected and revered; and 
he himself admits that it sounds paradoxical to say, 
as Paul does, that we are not under law and yet to teach 
that we are under law to Christ. And he explains that 
this is no contradiction since the law of Christ is the 

· law of faith and the law of righteousness and not a law 
of works. This explanation is correct, of course, and 
there is the difference between the law by which men 
were saved and the teaching of the gospel that we are 
not saved by law nor by the works of the law, but that 
we are saved by the grace and mercy of God in the 
gift of Jesus Christ to the world. We shall quote from 
him on this point a little farther down in this article. 

Some of the points made by brother Key seem to 
be based upon certain words to which he attaches a 
meaning that others may not intend. We shall give at
tention to a few of these words. 

I. Striving about words to no profit. One of the 
words which our author puts in quotations and begins 
to use as representing an unscriptural idea is the word 
dispensations. This word, as applied to different peri
ods of time and as to the will of the Lord that was re
vealed to the people of that time, seems to give our 
brother offense. He thinks that those who speak of dif
ferent dispensations intend to argue that God himself 
has changed from time to time and that men have to 
adjust themselves to this vacillating God. He thinks 
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that somebody has taught or is teaching such an idea. 
As against this, he pleads that God is the same yes
terday, today, and forever, that he does not change in 
nature or character, and that the principles upon. which 
he meets and blesses human beings have always been 
the same. He thinks, therefore, that the basic principles 
of the law of God have never been abolished. The 
thing that perplexes us is that this brother ever got the 
idea that anybody has taught or is teaching that God 
has changed or even that the principles upon which 
he deals with men have changed. If anyone has ever 
taught this, I must say that, personally, I never heard 
of it. I am completely ignorant of that type of teach
ing. One of the first sermons that I ever preached in 
my life, and that was when l was a boy in the teens, 
was upon a subject, the wording of which I borrowed . 
from a song. It was ''Trust and Obey." I illustrated that 
this has been the principle upon which God has blessed 
men from the days of Adam down across all the ages 
and extends even unto us and shall continue to last till 
time ends. I told many Old Testament stories to show 
that when people believed the Lord's word and obeyed 
him, he blessed them. When they disbelieved his word 
and disobeyed him, they incurred his displeasure and 
suffered punishment. I then drew the same conclusion 
that Paul drew, that these things were written for our 
learning and for our admonition, that we should not 
follow the example of those who disbelieved and dis
obeyed, but follow the example of those who took 
God at his word and did what he said. The different 
periods of time and the different commands given to 
people in these various periods do not indicate any 
change in God's nature nor even in this basic principle 
of God's dealing with men. 

The old sermons that we preached on the proper 
division of the word of God were not in any way con
trary to what we have just set forth as to the unchang
ing nature of God and the immutable principle upon 
which he deals with men. The different periods or dis
pensations (the word dispensation is not necessary for 
any teaching that I have ever done or that I have ever 
heard others do; it could be eliminated entirely with
out any change in the teaching) do not indicate basic 
changes of principle, but they are marked chiefly by 
priests or priesthoods and sacrifices. In the patriarchal 
age the head of the family was the priest and also usu
ally the prophet, and the worship was family worship. 
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The sacrifice was animal sacrifice, according to the 
law God gave to Abel in the beginning of time. Un
der Moses they had national worship, and one tribe 
of the nation supplied the priests and the high priest 
The sacrifice was the same as that given in Abel's day. 
Under Christ we have universal worship; we have in
dividual priests with Christ our one High Priest, and 
our sacrifice, of course, is the one that was offered 
"once for all." This, of course, was our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who offered himself. With the change· of priests 
and priestly functions, there was of necessity a change 
of law, but this has reference, of course, to the cer
emonies that were performed by the priests and the 
sacrifices that they offered. 

The moral law that was given through Moses con
tained many principles that had applied from Cain's 
day down. These same principles that were contained 
in the moral laws of the decalogue are inculcated in 
the gospel of Christ; therefore, these laws have never 
been changed as to their basic meaning. At the time 
of Moses, these laws were tabulated and enforced by 
a penalty of death. The only way anyone could escape 
a just sentence of death was to keep these laws. Any
one, in order to be justified in the sight of the Lord 
and exempt from punishment, had to keep the law let
ter-perfect. If he offended in just one point, he was 
guilty of all. This was the method of justification or 
of obtaining life under that law. Paul clearly teaches 
that this law was "added because of transgression." 
That means, these laws, thus enforced, would deter 
transgression; also ·it means that through these laws 
and the penalty pronounced upon one who violated 
them, the "exceeding sinfulness of sin" would be 
made known (Rom. 7:13). He also teaches that these 
laws or this system was to obtain ''until the time of 
reformation"-until. faith should come. 

Now that Christ has come and abolished the law 
and proclaimed salvation through faith in him, we are 
no longer compelled to achieve salvation by attaining 
the perfection of character that the keeping of these 
laws required. The principles are to be observed by 
us, but perfection is not required, and a violation of 
the laws will not bring "death without mercy." Even 
though we blunder and stumble, there is mercy and 
forgiveness, provided we are not rebels or willful and 
habitual sons of disobedience. If we are that, we are 
walking in darkness and none of the blessings of the 
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gospel are ours, but if we walk in the light, we have 
all the blessings provided for us in Christ, and we shall 
enjoy the ultimate salvation of our souls. 

Brother Key himself shows a difference between 
the gospel and the law in these words: 

Q. What, then, is meant by 'Jaw offaith'? 

A. It is that obedience-in-trust which casts 
oneself on the Savior for mercy and direction. 
It stands in contrast to the attempt to fulfill 
God's demands by one's own efforts. The ' Jaw 
of faith' points one to Christ. The ' law ofworks' 
turns one in on self. The 'law of faith' brings to 
one 'the righteousness of faith,' 'the righteous
ness of God,' or the 'redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus.' The 'law of works' can result only 
in self-righteousness, unless it flings one into 
despair. 

Brother Key here gives what I regard as a fine 
answer to the question, and he shows that submitting 
to the gospel of Christ is "obedience-in-trust" and the 
committing of one's self to the Savior. If obedience 
does not mean submitting to instructions or com
mands, then we need to have a new lexicon. How can 
one who teaches that a faith that obeys is simply an 
avowal of Christ and a committing of the soul to him 
later teach that such obedience is not necessary? Oh, 
our author teaches that there must be commitment and 
a submission to the Lord, and this is the type of faith 
that saves, but he does teach that this saving fa ith can 
express itself by doing things the Lord does not com
mand and by neglecting to do what the Lord does 
command. This is not a mere paradox or a contradic
tion of terms; it is an absolute clash of ideas that means 
a wreck of all the logic that is known to man. 

2. The word essential. Another word which serves 
as a basis for an argument by brother Key is the word 
essential. He teaches that some commands of the Lord 
are to be respected and obeyed but that they are not 
essential. It is difficult to know just what brother Key 
thinks the word essential means or what meaning he 
thinks others, particularly those to whom he is evi
dently replying, think the word has. In reference to the 
doctrine of baptism, this word gets special attention 
in the tract. The author thinks that baptism is a com
mand of the Lord, but he thinks it is not "essential." I 
do not know who it is that has been using the term 
essential and what meaning is given to the word in 
such use. I have been writing and preaching and de-

bating for fifty years, and one of the points that has 
been involved in more of my discussions than any 
other point is baptism. If, however, I ever used the 
word essential in any discussion, oral or written, in 
reference to baptism, I do not now recall it. If I ever 
used the word essential in preaching on baptism, I do 
not recall that. I have many printed debates that our 
brethren and others have held, and in only one of these 
debates is the word essential used on the proposition 
about baptism. So, at least the word is not misused by 
us since we did not use it at all. In fact, the attitude 
that I have always had, and the one that I have ob
served in my brethren, is that anything that the Lord 
teaches is essential. Our understanding, therefore, of 
the word essential would simply mean that the teach
ing of the Lord is to be respected and obeyed and that 
thus we can obtain the blessings promised. Our atti
tude is that when one says that a command is non-es
sential, he means that it is optional; that we can ei
ther obey it or disobey it, as we may choose. If one 
takes this position, of course, all of us at once chal
lenge the position and would, therefore, take the op
posite side, which would mean that we affirm that the 
obedience to the command is essential. Evidently, 
however, this meaning of optional is not what the au
thor of the tract we are reviewing attaches to the word 
essential. It is difficult, therefore, to know just what 
he thinks the word means to the rest of us and why it 
is that he is opposing its use. Perhaps, this paragraph 
from the booklet will throw some light upon the point. 
Here is our question-and-answer arrangement again: 

Q. You have not answered my question. Do 
you preach their essentiali ty? 

A. I do not. I do not find the New Testament 
talking of 'essentiality.' I do not believe that ev
ery unbaptized person will be eternally lost. 

Now our question would be: "Who is it that af
firms or believes or even suspects that 'every 
unbaptized person will be eternally lost'?" Perhaps we 
see here what the author means by "essentiality." He 
means that baptism, if it is essential, would be neces
sary for the salvation of any person, regardless of age 
or responsibility. No one affirms that baptism has to 
be performed upon every soul that is ever to be saved. 
We know that baptism is not for the irresponsible, 
whatever may be the cause of such irresponsibility. 
Whether it is a matter of age or a question of mental 
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capacity or of a physical nature, anything that would 
render the person not a subject of gospel address 
would, therefore, exempt that person from gospel com- · 
mand The way we were taught fifty years ago to fonn 
a proposition on baptism was, at least, illustrated by 
this: "Baptism to a believing penitent is for (in order 
to) the remission of past sins." 

Or, sometimes it was expressed as: "Baptism to a 
proper subject is a condition of salvation." 

Or, brethren who were fond of large words some
times stated it thus: "Baptism with its proper prereq
uisites is one of the conditions of salvation." 

If I may again refer to personal experience, I may 
say that Ashley S. Johnson taught this principle to me 
and to those who were in my class and illustrated it 
by writing similar propositions upon the blackboard. 
He told us never to preach nor to say, without qualifi
cation or explanation, that baptism is necessary to sal-

vation. He said this would make the wrong impres
sion and cause us to be charged with preaching infant 
damnation or else of agreeing with the Catholics on 
the doctrine of ''baptismal regeneration." 

With all due regard to brother Key's abilities as a 
writer and as a disputant, I am compelled to say that 
what he says on these words has to be classified as a 
quibble. We shall have to wait for another article to 
discuss some other things that he says in his pamphlet 
It is with sincere regret and a deep sadness of soul that 
I must admit that brother Key's teaching contains 
things that are violently unscriptural. G. c. Brewer 

(Brother Brewer is now comforted in the unseen 
world. This article first appeared in the Gospel Ad
vocate in 1955. The false teaching brother Brewer 
dealt with so ably 3 7 years ago is today put in new 
dress and paraded before the brotherhood as some
thing refreshing and new. Such is life-Dobbs.) ~ 

Demurs and Replies 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

A much-admired brother has responded to our 
opposition to proposed legislation bringing homosexu
als under the protection of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 
The good brother wrote, 

I believe the scriptures condemn homosexual 
practices, and I detest that life-style. However, 
I ask you to reconsider the recommendation that 
such persons be denied civil rights. We nor
mally think of civil rights as embracing such 
things as the right to vote, the right to access to 
public accommodations, the right to protection 
of property and person. On what biblical 
grounds can you call for the denial of these to 
homosexuals? 

The Firm Foundation bas not made an appeal to 
deny civil rights to anyone. We have made an appeal 
for right thinking people vigorously to oppose ex
tending· the protection of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
to homosexuals. There is a difference. The 1964 Civil 
Rights Act did no~ create civil rights for anyone. Be
fore the legislation was passed, civil rights existed. 
The purpose of the Civil Rights bill was to give pref
erential treatment to certain groups. We have repeat-
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edly pointed out that including homosexuals in the 
1964 act would result in protection of homosexual 
"marriages," including the right to adopt children and 
bring the innocent into serious danger. The schools 
would be required to teach that homosexuality is a 
proper and acceptable life-style. For anyone to teach 
via radio, television, newspaper, magazine, or any 
other medium coming under federal license and regu
lation that homosexual practice is sinful would be 
illegal. The church could be required to hire homo
sexuals. There would be a de facto requirement for 
many businesses to observe a quota in the hiring of 
homosexuals. Universities would be brought under 
pressure to give extraordinary and special consider
ation to homosexuals wanting to enter the school. Tax
payers would be obliged to pay the court cost for a 
homosexual who wanted to prosecute a claim of dis
crimination because of sexual orientation. 

If it were a simple matter of protecting the right 
to vote and own property, the United States Congress 
would not have found it impossible to garner enough 
votes to pass the bill. When the 1 02nd Congress ad-
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joumed without submitting the legislation to the floor 
for a vote, the bill became invalid. The only thing 
necessary for the bill to be reactivated is for any spon
sor of the bill to request the proper committee to 
reinstate it. This is almost certain to happen in early 
1993. 

The Firm Foundation is not calling on the church 
to take any action on this matter. We are calling for 
decent people to exercise their civil right as citizens 
to protest this legislation and call on their representa
tives and senators to vote against it. We would feel 
the same way about a bill to protect, prefer, and pro
mote prostitution. 

To get the matter in perspective, consider an ar
ticle written by Don Boys, Ph.D., entitled "AIDS: 
Reason for Responsible Fear and Anger." Dr. Boys 
says it is entirely possible for the HIV (the virus that 
·causes AIDS) to be transmitted by casual contact. R. 
Emmett Tyrrell in his syndicated column that appeared 
in The American Spectator quotes James F. Grutsch, 
Jr., a biophysicist, and A. D. Robertson, a biologist: 

Based on what is known about AIDS ... the dis
ease might be transferred to ungulates and thus 
pass in cows' milk as it is now passed in breast 
milk. It might be transmittable in bronchial se
cretions borne as aerosols by coughing, and it 
might be transmittable by insects. . . . Grutsch 
and Robertson urged immediate use of quaran
tine and universal testing. 

Dr. Cory SerVass wrote: 

Dr. William Haseltine of Harvard Medical 
School testified before a Senate subcommittee 
that more than ten million natives in Central Af
rica were infected with the AIDS virus .... Some 
believe insects carry it in Africa .. .In Florida 
the Institute of Tropical Medicine workers feel 
strongly that mosquitoes can transmit AIDS. 

Dr. Boys points out that AIDS is a homosexual 
'disease. He wrote: "AIDS was originally known as 
GRID: Gay Related Immunodeficiency Disease, and 
·it was only after extensive lobbying. . . by sodomite 
medical-activists that the name was changed." He also 
said, "After all, when 2% of the total population are 
sodomite men and they make up about 73% of AIDS 
carriers, it is a 'gay' disease." 

Dr. Helen S. Kaplan of New York Hospital
Cornell Medical Center wrote in USA Today of this 
curse, saying that "AIDS could easily wipe out a quar-

ter of the world if it spreads to the heterosexual popu
lation." 

The editor of The Sword of the Lord says, 
We cannot describe in The Sword of the Lord 
the filthy, degrading practices of the sodomites. 
I wish we could share with you a survey done 
by the American Journal of Public Health of 
655 homosexuals. These sodomites told what 
they had done sexually in the last thirty days 
and with whom they had done it, but it is not 
the kind of thing we can print in The Sword of 
the Lord. It is the worst of filth! If you could 
read the survey for yourself, you would know 
why these sodomites are called queer. 

The Firm Foundation again calls on God-fearing 
people to lift their voices in protest to legislation that 
would encourage and promote sodomy in our brave 
land. 

(For a copy of the complete AIDS report, send 
$2.50 to Dr. Don Boys, P. 0. Box 981, Largo, FL 
34649.) 11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77Q70 
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Debate on the Lord's Supper 
February 8-9, 11-12, 1993 

Henryetta, Oklahoma 
February 8-9 

We will explore whether or not there is one or more 
loaves in the Lord's Supper. 

February 11-12 
We will explore whether or not there is one or more 
containers for the fruit of the vine in the Lord's Supper. 

Debaters 
Louis G. Hale: Southwest Church of Christ, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Tony E. Denton: Gentry Street Church of Christ, 

Henryetta, Oklahoma 

Location of Debate 
Church of Christ 

5th and Broadway 
Henryetta, Oklahoma 

Debate sessions will not meet on Wednesday evening. 

For details: 
Church of Christ 

202 S. 5th Street • Henryetta, Oklahoma 74437 
918-652-4258 

Lynda/ Lee Werner 
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Missionary Page-Albert Gardner 

Throwing the Inkwell at the Devil 
By Bobby Dockery 

Martin Luther, at work on his translation of the 
Bible into Gennan, felt the devil was seeking to hinder 
him. Snatching up the inkwell from his writing table, 
he let it fly against Satan, only to see it smash against 
the wall. Later he came to view that incident as sym
bolic of what he was trying to do in using the printing 
press to proclaim the message of the Reformation. In 
calling for the use of the printed page to spread the 
word he said, "We must throw the inkwell at the devil!" 

We, too, must learn to throw the inkwell at the 
devil! If we are to preach the gospel to the whole world, 
we must make greater use of the printing press to pro
claim the message of the Reformation to the world. 

The world literacy rate is increasing twice as fast 
as the population. The most staggering social change 
in our world today is the fact that 3 million more people 
learn to read every week! At the same time, there is a 
drastic shortage of reading material in most develop
ing nations. Joe Deal, former missionary to Ghana, 
once described the way people in that West African 
country would scrounge through garbage cans looking 
for scraps of printed material to read! He also recalled 
occasions when missionaries were virtually mobbed by 
eager, excited throngs as they attempted to pass out 
tracts on a street comer or in the market place. 

Gospel literature and tracts are economical, pen
etrating, and effective. They go where we cannot go, 
and they never tire, grow disheartened, or feel fear. The 
printing press speaks all languages equally; the printed 
word lmows no barriers of race, nationality, or color. 

Since 1979, Gospel Tracts International has been 
printing and mailing tracts to mission points around the 
world. This work is overseen by the elders of the 
Baldwin Church of Christ in Fayetteville, Arkansas. In 
1988, an 1800-square-foot printing facility was added 
to the Baldwin church building to house the work. Most 
of the construction was done by volunteers. Bobby 
Dockery, minister for the Baldwin church, serves as 
director of Gospel Tracts International. Randall 

18 February 1993 
Firm Foundation 

Caselman, who preaches for. the Bella Vista, Arkansas, 
Church of Christ donates his services to raise funds for 
the work. In January of 1992, Ken Mills began work
ing as the full-time manager of printing operations. 

Gospel Tracts International is sending materials 
directly to missionaries and churches in over 40 coun
tries. Tracts and World Bible School lessons are also 
provided to Bible correspondence teachers, who send 
them on to their students. More than 300,000 tracts a 
year are sent to WBS teachers for reshipment. Over 
1,000,000 tracts and booklets have been printed and 
shipped each year since 1988-at an average cost of 
just 3.5 cents per tract, including the cost of paper, print
ing, and postage! Nearly 10,000,000 tracts have been 
printed in more than 150 different titles-many writ
ten by missionaries and native evangelists. Recently 3 
tracts were printed in Russian and one in Ulcrainian. 

The work ofGospel Tracts International is made 
possible by the combined efforts of many volunteers 
from churches throughout northwest Arkansas and 
southwest Missouri. All tract folding and stapling is 
done by volunteers. A group of workers from as many 
as 8 congregations meets weekly at the Baldwin church 
building to assemble, insert, collate, staple, trim, count, 
and package tracts for mailing. Other congregations 
pick up tracts by the thousands to fold and staple be
fore returning them to Baldwin for ·further processing. 

Typical of the reports is this excerpt from a young 
Nigerian evangelist: "My heart is full of thanks for your 
help in spreading the gospel. ... The tracts and other 
materials I used judiciously in pr~aching during my 2 
weeks' assignment in Edo state .... With the help of 
your materials 6 people obeyed the gospel." That story 
could be multiplied by dozens more coming from all 
parts of the world. We must make a greater effort to 
reach the lost through "silent missionaries." We must 
throw the inkwell at the devil! 



J. Noel Merideth: Dead at 51 
By Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

Thursday, October 29, 1992, J. Noel Merideth died admiration. He was fluent as a speaker. He knew his 
suddenly at the Eastside church building in subject. His near-flawless presentations showed a pro-
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, where he was the esteemed found respect for the word of God. He was a great 
minister. The shock of his sudden passing has moved man among us. Noel Merideth never disappointed me 
the entire brotherhood of sound brethren. in that first impression. 

Brother Merideth was born in Humphreys County, During the 1970's, he and I formed a firm mend-
Tennessee, October 15, 1941. He was ~-----------.. ship. It grew during the 1980's and on 
baptized May 2, 1956. He preached his into the 1990's. We were on dozens of 
first sermon when he was just a teen- lectureships together during these 
ager-April 21, 1957. Merideth years. Often we were back-to-hack as 
preached the gospel for more than 35 speakers. His presentation was a high-
years. . light of the lectureship. He always had 

He attended several schools and his material mastered and presented it 
held the B.A. and the M.A. degrees. He eloquently, fervently, and with great 
was a life-long student of the Bible and success. He was a master of assem-
had a marvelous grasp of its contents. blies. 

On May 31, 1963, he married I I moderated for him during a 
Betty Yvonne Crowell. She survives couple of debates. He was an excep-
his death as do five children: Cheryl, Amy, Lisa, tional debater and allowed no point to go unanswered. 
Tonya, and Paul. His opponents knew they had met a real champion 

Brother Merideth did local work in Florida and when the polemic discussions ended. 
many places in Tennessee. He preached for the church Some years back I was challenged to defend my 
in Camden, Tennessee, during the late 1970's. Most position that "only begotten" is a correct, accurate 
ofhis local work was done in middle Tennessee. translation of the Greek terrn- monogimes. I was al-

Funeral services were conducted in Lawrenceburg, lowed to have one person to help me in the discus-
Tennessee, on October 31, 1992, by Wendell Gann sion. Brother Merideth was my choice, and what a tre-
and this writer. Wendell was a life-long friend of mendous job he did in that discussion! 
Noel's, dating to their childhood days in Michigan. Brother Merideth was an able writer and wise edi-
Wendell based his remarks on the conversation be- tor. For many years he wrote the Senior Quarterly for 
tween Christ and the Emmaus travelers (Luke 24 ). the Gospel Advocate and for a short time did the Adult 
Taylor based his remarks on 2 Samuel 3:38; Jeremiah Quarterly. He was a staff writer under brother B. C. 
5:1; Ezek.iel22:30; 2 Timothy 4:7; 1 Corinthians 13:13 Goodpasture. His articles were always superb. For the 
and Revelation 14:13. Taylor likened him to several past few years he has been editor of Christian Light. 
godly Bible men, after whom Merideth patterned his He was fearless in tackling the most thorny issues 
illustrious life. among us. 

I first heard brother Merydeth speak at a Freed- Merideth was par excellent in gospel meetings. I 
Hardeman College Lectureship during the 1960's. I made it a point to hear him in every meeting in which 
was instantly drawn to him by way of esteem and deep he preached in this area of Tennessee. His lessons were 
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always biblical, practical, and forceful, and were de
livered with love in his heart for God, the Bible, and 
the souls of men. 

. . . ' : 

Brother. Merideth was one of the best men I have 
ever Imown. He was a friend to me. He was great in 
ability and, in my judgment, was just as great in char
acter. In him the elements so mixed and mingled that 
all nature could rise and say, "Here was a man, a real 
man." He was the type of friend with whom one could 
thhik aloud. 

Betty Merideth needs some financial help. Mem-

hers at Eastside, where he preached, have established 
The Betty Merideth Fund, Third National Bank, Main 
Office, Public Square, Lawrenceburg, Tennessee 
38464. She and son, Paul, who is still home, are richly 
deserving. P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, TN 38063 
(Editor's note: Right now, while you are thinking 

about it, write a check to The Betty Merideth Fund 
and send it to the above address. Brother Merideth 
was a fine gospel preacher, and his family needs our 
he~L>obbsJ FF 

· ·What Was in the Water? 
Adapted 

·- James Woodroof, in his book, The Church in 
Transition,· claims that he was once asked, "What on 
earth did they put in that water? Because every one 
of you I ever met comes up out of the water argu
ing." . 1 

· James Bales, in his book, The Church in Transi
tion to What?, deals with the need for controversy in 
religious matters. He wrote: 

Jesus said: Think not that I came to send peace 
on the earth: I came not to send peace, but a 

.,sword. For I came to set a man at variance 
against his father and the daughter against her 
mother, and the daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law: and a man's foes shall be they 
of his own household (Matt. 10:34-36) . 

Christ w~ts to bring. men to peace with men, and 
to the extent his influence· prevails, men are at peace 
with one another. However, his basic goal 'is not to 
bring men into peaceful relationship with one another 
but into a peaceful relationship with God. The most 
deeply-rooted peace of man is rooted in man's being 
at peace with God and with one another through God. 
At the same time, there are those who will not come 
to peace with God or with man, and it is beyond our 
power to have some people at peace with us. How
ever, we should try to be sure that the loss of peace 
does not have its source in us (Rom. 12:18). 

In the chmch there are those who are in various 
stages of growth both in character and in lmowledge. 

20. February 1993 
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There are false brethren, and there are those who have 
let carnal ambitions come into their lives. Departures 
can arise from within (Acts 20:30). Paul had to with
stand the Judaizers who wanted to bind the law of 
Moses on Gentiles {Gal. 2:4-5). This led to much dis
puting or questioning wherein. people took opposing 
sides (Acts 15:1-7). It was made clear that the Judaiz
ers were without commandment and were subverting 
souls (Acts15:24-28). Once when Peter failed to walk 
uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, the 
apostle Paul resisted Peter to his face and before all 
those assembled (Gal. 2:11, 14). Doctrines and deeds 
raised controversies. 

In preaching the gospel, the apostles in Jerusalem 
found themselves engaged in controversy with certain 
Jewish leaders. At times their opposition endeavored 
to silence by force those whom they could not over
come with argument. 

Those who could not stop Stephen with scripture 
killed him with stones {Acts 6:9-7:60). Apollos ''pow
erfully confuted the Jews, and that publicly, showing 
by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ" (Acts 
18:28). Paul reasoned with people (Acts 17:2-3). 

J. Gresham Machen well said: 
Certainly a Christianity that avoids argument is 
not the Christianity of the New Testament. The 
New Testament is full of argument in defence 
of the faith. The epistles of Paul are full of ar-
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gwnent--no one can doubt that. But even the 
words of Jesus are full of argwnents in defence 
of the truth of what Jesus was saying ("The Im
portance of Christian Scholarship for the De
fence of the Faith," Christian News, May 26, 
1975, p. 6). 

There is no truth which we can teach without 
someone's contradicting it. Are we to surrender truth 
and say that we do not believe in controversy? To 
preach that Jesus is the Christ will raise violent con
troversy in some cases. Shall we refuse to uphold 
Christ and his credentials just because controversy 
may be stirred up? 

The Christian and the church which avoid all con
troversy must avoid all truth and must avoid him who 
is the way, the truth, and the life. To proclaim Christ 
and his truth in this world of sin and error will result 
in controversy. Therefore, the Christian and the church 
which are always without controversy are without 
Christ. To be without Christ means we are not in re
ality Christians and that church is not his church. 

Controversy is not a11 there is in life, but contro
versy is inevitable for one who fights the good fight 
of faith. However, it is possible to engage in contro
versy in the spirit of the devil instead of in the spirit 
of Christ. This does not mean that truth is turned into 
error, for even when Christ is preached by men who 
are hypocrites and who try to hurt people, Christ is 
still preached (Phil. 1: 15-18). Truth is binding regard
less of by whom taught. However, the manner in 
which we teach truth may "encourage" some people 
to turn a deaf ear. Therefore, we should try to observe 
such things as the following: 

First, speak truth in love (Eph. 4: 15). Love is not 
a good-natured bowl of jelly which yields to every 
pressure but is active good will which seeks the ete~
nal good of others. Love for God and his truth must 
issue forth in love for men. Love for men means that 
we shall run the risk of the misunderstanding and op
position which may come when we try to win people 
for Christ. 

Second, we should cal1 the attention of brethren 
to the fact that controversy is inevitable in this world 
of sin and error. 

Third, we should study how Christ and the in
spired men of the Bible engaged in controversy. What 

they said and how they said it should be studied. 

Fourth, there is a striving about words to no profit. 
We should point this out when we think that such is 
the case. However, we may have to engage in con
troversy with such an individual in order to get him 
and others to see that he is striving about words to no 
profit. 

Fifth, in controversy we should try to be as ap
pealing as possible through manifesting in our words 
and deeds the qualities of love-as found, for ex
ample, in 1 Corinthians 13. 

Sixth, there are times when we may take a person 
aside (Acts 18:25-26), and there are times when we 
speak in the presence of others (Gal. 2:14). 

Seventh, when possible, controversy should be 
settled as quietly as possible. 

Eighth, we should try to disagree without being 
disagreeable even though there are those who think 
that one is disagreeable just because he disagrees with 
them. They fail to realize that they are disagreeable 
with you as well. 

Ninth, the aim in controversy is not to exalt self 
but to win souls to Christ, to uphold truth, and to op
pose error. 

Tenth, we must not assume that everyone who dis
agrees with us has disfellowshipped us and that we 
have to disfellowship everyone with whom we dis
agree. 

The Church in Transition to What? by James D. 
Bales, pp. 120-125. FF 

The Church in Transition to What? 
by James D. Bales 

A critical review of 
The Church in Transition 

by Jim Woodruff 
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Thoughts jro11t Christian Women 

The Lost Book 
By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

When the children of Israel were at the brink of 
entering into the promised land, Moses prepared a 
copy of the law and told the priests to place it by the 
ark of the covenant (Deut. 31 :24-26). The people had 
been told, "And ye shall teach them your children, 
speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house and , 
when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up" (Deut. 11: 19). Later, when 
they would have a king, he was to have a copy made 
for his own use in order that he might "read therein 
all the days of his life" (Deut, 17: 19). Moses also in
structed the people to write the law upon stones: "And 
thou shalt write upon the stones all the words of this 
law very plainly" (Deut. 27:8). 

Though a reading every seven years had been 
commanded, it appears that the arrangement was for 
the most part ignored. This neglect would help to ac
count for the frequent straying of the people from 
God's word. The first mention of such an actual read
ing is found in Joshua 8:30,34-35: 

Then Joshua built an altar unto the Lord God 
oflsrael in Mount Ebal. .. and afterward he read 
all the words of the law, the blessings and curs
ing, according to all that is written in the book 
of the law ... There was not a word of all that 
Moses commanded, which Joshua read not be
fore all the congregation of Israel, with the 
women, and the little ones, and the strangers that 
were conversant among them. 

There is no further reference to the carrying out 
of these instructions for more than 500 years, when 
King Jehoshaphat sent princes, priests, and Levites out 
to various parts of the kingdom to read God's word 
to the people: 

And they taught in Judah, and had the book of 
the law of the Lord with them, and went about 
throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught the 
people. And the fear of the Lord fell upon all 
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the kingdoms of the lands that were round about 
Judah, so that they made no war against 
Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 17:9-10). 

It is thought that this practice of sending men out 
to teach God's warnings and precepts to all the people 
continued for several decades before it was laid aside. 

Almost 300 years later, Josiah, a good king, sat 
on the throne from the time he was 8 years of age until 
he was 39. When he was about 20, he initiated a se
ries of reforms which included the designating of a 
sum of money for the repair of the temple, which had 
fallen into a dismal state of neglect and deterioration 
during the reigns of some of the wicked kings who 
had ruled over the people. The money was to be used 
"to repair and amend the house: even to the artificers 
and builders gave they it, to buy hewn stone, and tim
ber for couplings, and to floor the houses which the 
kings of Judah had destroyed" (2 Chron. 34:10-11). 
It was during this restoration process that "Hilkiah the 
priest found a book of the law of the Lord given by 
Moses" (2 Clrron. 34: 14). 

Hilkiah told Shaphan, the scribe, of his find, and 
Shaphan took the book to the king. We are not told 
how long the book had been lost or where in the 
temple it was found, but we can imagine the rejoic
ing and the excitement that followed. When King 
Josiah heard the words of the book and realized how 
far the people had gone astray and knew of the pen
alties God had laid upon the people, he, in his distress, 
tore his clothes. Hilkiah and others chosen by the king 
went to the prophetess Huldah to ask of her questions 
pertaining to the reliability of the message they had 
been reading. She told them, "Thus saith Jehovah, 
Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the 
inhabitants thereof, even all the curses that are writ
ten in the book which they have read before the king 
of Judah" (2 Chron. 34:24). She assured them, how-



ever, that God would not bring the evil.upon the king 
because of Josiah's desire to carry out God's word and 
will. 

At times during the history of the world, copies 
()[God's word have been scarce and difficult to come 
by. Today, however, millions of Bibles are published 
every year, and probably most homes in the United 
States have in them several copies. Historians tell us 
that at times a man would trade his earthly belong
ings for one Bible. How much do we treasure this 
book which contains God's will? If someone mis
placed your Bible, how long would it be before you 
missed it? Is it put to good use in the Christian homes 
of today? Is it studied diligently and its message passed 

along to others? If not, it may as well be lost. 
In the pulpits of the land, is the Bible a lost book? 

Are the statements the preacher makes backed up with 
scriptures? Does he seem to sidestep certain issues 
which were given by the Holy Spirit "for our learn
ing''? As Paul wrote to the Ephesian Christians (and 
to us), "Whereby when ye read, ye may understand 
my knowledge in the mystery of Christ" (Eph. 3:4). 
It seems strange indeed that during the time of Josiah, 
God's word was lost in the place of worship. Check 
closely and studiously to make sure that in the place 
where you worship the Bible has not been lost. 

P. 0. Box 8400 
Fort Worth, TX 76124 

A Time to Prove All Things 
By Jesse Fonville 

Doctrinally speaking, we are passing through tur
bulent waters. Change is in the air-and change is vital 
if we are to survive the tempest, but the changes must 
be in us, not in the perfect plan and ideal pattern that 
the Lord has given to us in his word. Unfortunately 
some are tossing out dangerous theories, darkened 
counsel, and unscriptural formulas. 

One idea that poses a threat to sound doctrine and 
the unity of the church is the unbiblical teaching that 
"salvation in no way depends upon human activity." 
Some carry it even further by saying that such parts 
of worship as singing, praying, and the Lord's Sup
per have nothing to do with one's salvation. 

In this, as in all religious questions, we must prove 
by the scriptures what is right or wrong. I use the or
dinary definitions of such terms as human activity, 
contribute, and salvation, which we now consider. 

Human activity. God involves people in offering 
to save the human race. God sent a Savior and gave a 
·new covenant. This is a manifestation of his grace. 
:"For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salva
#on to all men" (Titus 2: 11 ). Grace does not exclude 
P.uman activity. Humans caused the fall, and by God's 
grace, human activity helps to bring about reconcilia
~on. After all, every accountable human being must 

give his or her consent in order for salvation to be a 
reality. This explains the great commission. 

. Is love a human activity? Is the offering of my 
· body a human activity? Aie the fiuits of the Spirit pro
duced in me with my consent and effort an activity? 
The Lord says "Add to your faith .... " The word 
add is in active voice and means "You add. " 

Jesus in his humanity took a very active and con
spicuous part in making salvation possible. After all, 
it was flesh and blood that submitted to the Father; it 
was flesh and blood that withstood temptation; it was 
flesh and blood that was offered as a sacrifice on Cal
vary. 

Con~ibute. Man cannot keep the moral law abso
lutely nor can he design his own plan ofsalvation, and 
in this sense he cannot save himself. Still, God calls 
man to "submit" (human activity) to him and to _give 
him our bodies, souls, and spirits. God demands human 
beings "love him with all their hearts .... "The "sal
vation that has appeared to all" is not thrust upon un
willing and unreceptive people, willy-nilly. His grace 
teaches that we have a part in saving ourselves. "For 
the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to 
all men, instructing us, to the intent that, denying un
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and 
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righteously and godly in this present world" (Titus 
2:11-12). We are told by God's grace what to do. In 
this sense, man can and must save himself. 

People can "receive the grace of God in vain" (2 
Cor. 6:1). We must qualify ourselves in order to be 
''heirs." We use what he gives us! It is "not of your
selves." Still, we must participate in the qualifying 
process. At Pentecost Peter said, "Save yourselves 
from this crooked generation" (Acts 2:40). 

Salvation. The Bible does not teach "once saved, 
always saved." Suppose I fail to obey his command
ments? Isn't that proof I don't love him? And if I don't 

love him, can I be saved? I have absolutely nothing 
of my own to "pay" for salvation, other than what he 
gives me when I consent. One thing is sure: I can be 
like the man who found the treasure hidden in the field 
and the one who found the "pearl of great price." I 
can sell all that I have (human activity) to go and buy 
and possess the kingdom of heaven. 

Jesus says, "Count the cost." So, there is a cost. 
In God's plan there is no cheap grace. 

905 Hinton Ave. 
Lumberton, MS 39455 
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Potpourri. .•..•...••. 
"Once in awhile we get a gospel magazine so filled 

with good teaching we want to send a thank -you note 
to each writer. Such was the October issue of the Firm 
Foundation" (MW, TN). 

"Thanks for a great publication and the service it 
renders all who love God's word. Your efforts are 
appreciated" (JMR, NC). 

"All of you people are doing a great work of teach
ing and informing the brethren" (SH, TN). 

"I continue to enjoy and profit from the Firm Foun
dation. It is an encouragement to see you stand for the 
truth in perilous times" (WB, NE). 

"It is a joy to receive my paper and read sound 
words from your able writers. Thank you for standing 
finn on God's truth" (MEB, MS). 

"I enjoy the Firm Foundation so much, and I am 
glad we have people who try to be true to the word. 
Keep up the good work" (GA, AZ). 

Words of support continue to pour in from across 
the nation. We thought you might enjoy excerpts from 
a few of the many letters we receive each month. Once 
in awhile someone throws a stone, but we have not had 
one of those for many months. Thank you for your ex
pression of confidence in our work. The greatest encour
agem~nt is an increase in subscriptions. We are happy 
to report our subscription base has significantly ex
panded. This is mainly due to our loyal readers' recom
mending the paper to others, and, in some cases, giving 
a gift subscription to the Firm Foundation. This helps 
our cause far more than you may realize. Thank you! 

24 Feb~ 1993 
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Curtis Cates 
A well-known and much-loved gospel preacher, 

Curtis Cates, has written an excellent book reViewing 
the book The Second Incarnation written by Shelly 
and Harris. Brother Cates correctly brands the Shelly/ 

'·~ Harris book A Pattern for Apostasy. We recommend 
';·~ 

the Cates book. Every faithful disciple should read it. ··~ 

Louisiana Opportunity ~lJ 
:·t. 

The church meeting at 331 Jake, Eunice, Louisi- ." 
ana, desires door knockers to canvass the town and set 
up Bible studies in 1993. The Jake Street church in 
Eunice is a mission point. Volunteers must supply ac
commodations and meals during the special effort. If 
interested, contact Jerry Price at the above address. 

Muddy Road Ahead :); 
~: Time magazine in a feature story (November 1992) :~~ 
1~.' declares: " The Second Reformation: admission to the :~ 

priesthood is just one issue as feminism rapidly :g 
emerges as the most vexing thorn for Christianity." ·~ 

Does this mean that Carroll Osburn, professor at ACU, '*··~.1 
who advocates women preachers in the true church is , · 
a vexing thorn? Time observed: i 

However, the women's rights crusade increas
ingly is enmeshed with divisive projects of so
cial, moral, and theological reconstruction. Many 
devout Christians, multitudes of women among 
them, cling ever more fervently to the old ways 
when all that is hallowed seems in danger of 
eroding. That, perhaps, explains why conserva
tive churches that defiantly oppose the ascent 
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of women (to the priesthood) are thriving. 
Amen and amen! God bless the godly women who 

seek to stand in the old paths and seek for the good 
way. Fie on thee, Carroll Osburn! Shame on ACU! 

You May Have a Point 
A recent letter from Travis Boyd says, 

The Firm Foundation is filled with sound doc
trine. I have only praise for what I read. How
ever, I wonder about all the thee's and thou's. I 
know some modem versions are perversions. 
For instance, the NIV in Psalms 51 speaks of 
being born a sinner. That is wrong! I also know 
that 'We do you to wit ofthe grace of God be
stowed on the churches of Macedonia • is not 
good grammar ... .Ifwe used thee's and thou's 
in every day conversation, people would think 
we were a long way -behind. 

There is, of course, a difference in using out-of
date language, as in some instances in the King James 
and American Standard versions of the Bible, and in 
teaching error, as in the New International Version. 
The New King James Version drops thee and thou and 
eth and est, bringing it into sync with modem usage. 
Nothing wrong in driving a car instead of a buggy. 
Nothing wrong in bringing aversion of the Bible into 
line with present day grammar. 

The Wondeiful World of Psychology 
Sol Wachtler, chief justice of the New York Su

preme Court, was arrested for extortion and threaten
ing to kidnap the 14-year-old daughter ofhis ex-lover, 
according to U. S. News and World Report. John 
Money, a prominent medical psychologist, wrote that 
Wachtler was suffering from "Clerambault-K.andinsky 
Syndrome." This means that Money thinks Wachtler 
was irresistibly love-sick-suffering under the spell of 
"erotomania." US News observes: 

Money sets out on a familiar path. .. an enlight
ened model of quirky and criminal behavior 
... Rash and lovesick people ... are helpless 
pawns o£ .. erotomania-type, delusional disor
der, diagnostic code 297.10 of the American 
Psychiatric Association. 

In Milwaukee an imaginative defense lawyer cited 
· ~!cultural psychosis" as the reason why a teenage girl 
_ ldiied another girl for her leather coat. (Society is at 
fault-the violence of inner-city life conditioned her 

_· ~to thinking that problems are solved by gunfire.) 
·····sounds like Flip Wilson's ''the devil made me do it

. ·: · li~ _pulled a gun on me!" This makes us think more 

than ever that modem day psychology is humbug gone 
to seed. 

Cartoon 
The scene is an operating room-bright lights

instruments of every description--patient stretched out 
and covered-surgical clips sticking out in every di
rection-gloved doctors and nurses-the surgeon says, 
"Is this superman? Is he dead?" The anesthesiologist 
answers, ''No. It's truth, justice, and honor, and it's in 
a critical condition." (With apologies to The Conser
vative Chronicle.) 

Advanced Civilization 
Ingrid Newkirk, leader of People for the Ethical 

Treatment of Animals (PET A), says, · 
Eating meat is primitive, barbaric and arrogant 
... We even oppose the use of honey, because 
bees die in the process of gathering it ... Even 
if the use of animals in biomedical research 
were to produce a cure of AIDS, we'd be 
against it ... The life of a human has no more 
value (probably less) than a baboon, a lab rat 
or poultry .... Six million people died in con
centration camps, but six billion broiler chick
ens will die this year in slaughterhouses. 

Hrnm, seems to me I read: 
And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, 
and eat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have 
never eaten any thing that is common or un
clean. And the voice spake unto him again the 
second time, What God hath cleansed, that call 
not thou common. 

By the way, bees will die gathering nectar whether 
the honey is eaten by humans or bears. 

Morals 
The Josephson Institute conducteq a survey of 

9,000 young people. Of the high school students 33% 
admitted shoplifting in the past year. One .in five col
lege students cheated on an exam. The institute calls 
its data "significant evidence that the present genera
tion is more likely to engage in dishonest and irrespon
sible conduct than previous generations." A UCLA 
psychologist interviewed 288 freshmen males asking 
each if he would commit rape ifhe knew he could get 
away with it. One in four said he would. 

The Conservative Chronicle says, 
Values don't come from a vacuum; kids don't 
absorb them by osmosis. It was the questioning 
of traditional standards-faith, family, loyalty 
to employer, community and country, personal 
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responsibility-that started in the '60's, which 
led to the present malaise .... The entertainment 
media furthered the process by inculcating cyni
cism and a live-for-the-moment ethic. The geeks 
and freaks it holds up for the admiration of the 
young are alienated, conniving, and hedonistic. 

William Bennett described the phenomenon in his 
1992 book, The Devaluating of America: 

Starting in the early Seventies, 'values clarifi
cation' programs started in schools all over 
America. According to the philosophy, schools 
were not to take part in their time-honored task 
of transmitting sound moral values; rather, they 
were to allow the child to 'clarify' his own val
ues. . . . This form of moral relativism said, in 
effect, that no set of values was right or wrong; 
everybody had an equal right to his own values; 
and all values were subjective, relative, personal. 

Absent a religious foundation, morality becomes 
a matter of personal preference, more often than.not, a 
code of convenience. 

More on Morals 

The Daily PressNictorville, California, December 
4, 1992, says, in view of the Clinton victory, "Homo
sexuality and radical feminism are in." Let us pray! 

Truth for the World 

John Grubb, gospel preacher and veteran mission
ary to Taiwan, has joined the full-time staff of Truth 
for the World. Brother Grubb is fluent in Mandarin 
Chinese. For 10 years he lived on the island of _Tai
wan, seeking to evangelize the Republic of China. 
Brother Grubb's aim is to be prepared to enter Com
munist China with the gospel when the door opens to 
that nation. Truth for the World, P. 0. Box 751135, 
Memphis, 1N 38175-1135. 

(Truth for the World is a media ministry under the 
oversight of the Knight Arnold Road Church of Christ 
in Memphis, TN.) 

Family Values 
Colorado for Family Values ran a successful ref

erendum campaign to pre-empt gay rights legislation. 
It overcame desperate odds, having been outspent 2-
to-1, and with the state's entire political media estab
lishment arrayed against it. We should be beating down 
its doors to learn everything we can from this impres
sive victory. 

In the immediate future, we will be fighting a war 
on hundreds of fronts-abortion, euthanasia, the homo-
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sexual agenda, and indoctrination in the name of AIDS. 
Stanford 

At Stanford University in California-in the En
glish Department-"Genesis is taught as sexist .. Saint 
Paul is presented as homosexual." 

Abilene Reporter-News 

Saturday, October 24, 1992, the Abilene Reporter
News described the Abilene Korean Church. The 
preacher is Myung Kyo Lee, a student at Abilene 
Christian University. The Abilene Reporter-News glee
fully says, "Drawn by the language and culture they 
share, the Koreans come to worship together from all 
types of faith backgrounds, including church of Christ, 
Baptist, Methodist, Catholic, Presbyterian, and Pente
costal." That may be the outcropping of ignorance on .·• 
the part of Lee and his cohorts. However, the article ~1 
goes on to say, ... 

Dr. Jack Reese, chairman of the graduate de
partment of Bible and ministry at ACU and a 
longtime admirer of the dynamic Lee, inspired 
by Lee and the Korean church members, ac
cepted an invitation to preach· in Korea for 2 
weeks in August It was an unforgettable expe
rience, and the fact that they worshipped with 
the Koreans here beforehand made it easier to 
understand, Reese said. 

If Dr. Jack Reese, who is to be a featured speaker 
at the upcoming OCUSA lectureship, or ACU would 
like to refute the Abilene Reporter-News, we will be 
happy to give them a forum and join with them in de
manding a retraction. 

We wonder if this is why Doctor Royce Money, 
president of ACU, recently said in a private letter, 

ACU is ttying to advocate a non-denominational i~ 
·~ 

approach to New Testament Christianity rather :1 
than a denominational approach. . . . Our Res- .,~ 

'>l 

toration forefathers certainly did not isolate ~ 
themselves from dialogue with peopl~ of differ- .~ 
ent religious persuasions. ':·: 

. ~;; 

Is Doctor Money suggesting a non-denominational :~ 
approach means ·worshipping with Baptists, Method- ~ 
ists, and Pentecostals? We lmow he has strongly en- ;~ 
dorsed the appointment of a United Methodist Preacher, ') 
Michael O'Conner, to be editor of ACU's student ~ 
newspaper, the Optimist. How long, 0 Lord, how long? ;~ 

W?ere is ~e ~oard ~f D~rectors-the trustees- ;~ 
of Abilene Christian Untverstty? Asleep, maybe, but ·~~ 

·~ 
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Brethren, You Sin Against Us 
By James W. Boyd 

Liberal digression has invaded the ranks of the 
church. This is obvious to anyone who is aware of the 
erosion and division because of false doctrines being 
taught from pulpits, publications, school classrooms, 
and lectures. There are two kinds of people the devil 
applauds: (1) those who militantly and aggressively 
promote false doctrines, like the Jubilee Church and 
such like, (2) and those who are too self-serving to 
oppose error and expose the teachers of it-who pre
fer to stand idly by saying and doing nothing significant 
enough to show distinctly whom they serve. 
· There are those who say they hold to the truth and 
do not agree with the liberal heresies being taught. They 
inay not teach these heresies themselves. They say they 
do not encourage attendance and support of the events, 
churches, schools, and people who are driving division 
among us by their false doctrines. Yet, they never seem 
able to bring themselves to combat this insidious work 
of the devil. They are not heard to speak out in opposi
tion of the false doctrines and to identify the sources of 
them. 

They do not know what it is to reprove and rebuke 
heretics. 

They attend the functions of these servants of the 
devil who teach error. They announce their works, pro
duce their materials, advertise in their papers, sell their 
books, invite them to teach their people, have them on 
their lectureships, advance their influence, even partici
pate in their programs known for the heresy promoted. 
They may say they are not supporters of the movement 
tO restructure and change the Lord's church into another 
. denomination, but you cannot tell it from what they do 
~r refuse to do .. Their cowardice serves as a catalyst 
for the continued advance of division caused by her
·~sy. Yet, they act innocent and loving! 
!} Yes, they will preach part of God's truth but ignore 
. all parts that deal with false doctrines and false teach
~rs(Eph. 5:11; 2 Cor. 6:14-18; Rom. 16:17-18; 2 John 
~~11; 2 Thess. 3:6). Their loyalty to Christ seems to ex

. 'tend only so long as it might not disturb their jobs, 
.·.· {riends, and family. "But from those who were reputed 

":1...; 

-tb be somewhat (whatsoever they were, it maketh no 

matter to me: God accepteth not man's person)" (Gal. 
2:6). Do they really consider themselves to be so "some
what" that they can rise above the battle for truth and 
go along regardless of what is going on and think God 
or faithful brethren must be pleased with them? 

Why are brethren willing to do that? Even if preach
ers are ~willing to risk anything to stand for the truth, 
why do elders pennit their preachers to be associated 
with the events ofheresy? I cannot judge their motives. 
Their deeds speak to their discredit. 

I can accept what the inspired Paul said was the 
motive of false teachers (Rom. 16: 18). It may be that 
some of these fence-straddlers know not what they do. 
They need to know they are sinning against God and 
faithful brethren. That is what they are doing. 

They are undennining the patient, kind, fmn, and 
faithful efforts to oppose error, being more critical of 
those who oppose error than they are of the error being 
opposed. Do they really think they can serve God and 

. mammon? Cannot they decide whether they ar~ with 
the Lord or with the liberals? They cannot have both. 
Are they content to be ever double-minded and to talk 
out of both sides of their mouths? 

People who cannot bring themselves to be against 
false doctrine and the teachers of it may mean no harm. 
They may even think they are standing for truth. But 
they are not when they continue to trot along with the 
sources of error. They are sinning against Christ and 
faithful brethren and are lacking conviction sufficient 
to do battle in a crucial hour. They lay burdens on those 
who fight the good fight and give encouragement to the 
Lord's enemies by their fear and reluctance to take a 
meaningful stand. 

If that is not contrary to the will and actions of th~ 
Lord that he taught and demonstrated and ·were taught 
and demonstrated by his apostles, why isn't it? How can 
they rest easy in such glaring duplicity? How much 
better it would be, for them and everyone, if they could 
be like Joshua (Josh. 24:15) and stand with faithful 
brethren in resisting the forces of evil. Route 11 Box 90 

McMinnville, TN 37110 
FF 
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Take Two Spoonfuls and Call Me 
. in the Morning (II) 

By Teny M. Hightower 

"A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a 
broken spirit drieth up the bones" (Prov. 17:22). Hu
mor lightens the burdens of life considerably and en
ables us to overcome some difficulties of our own. 
Physicians tell us that those fortunate enough to have 
a good sense of humor are less inclined to have ul
cers and high blood pressure. Humor relieves tension, 
breaks the ice, forms common grounds of discussion, 
brings people closer together, and does a number of 
other "good things." It can be used to persuade, en
tertain, . resolve tension, settle arguments, and reach 
other people in a special way. 

Humor not only helps to gain and keep an 
audience's attention, but it can help drive home a 
point. 

Much of the Bible's truth and wisdom has been 
enshrined in the form of satire. By framing truth 
as an attack on vice or folly, biblical satire 
drives its point. home with an electric charge. 
Usually the attack is conducted by means of a 
discernible literary technique (Garland Elkins, 
"Irony, Sarcasm, and Satire," in Rightly Divid
ing the Word: Vol. 11-Special Hermeneutics, 
ed. by T. M. Hightower [Pensacola: The Firm 

. Foundation, 1991], p. 207). 

Ezekiel's satirical portrait of the prince of Tyre 
describes him as so haughty and arrogant as to say: 

I am a god, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst 
of the seas; . . .behold, thou art wiser than · 
Daniel; there is no secret that ~s hidden from. 
thee; by thy wisdom and by thine understand
ing thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast got
ten gold and silver into thy treasures; by thy 
great wisdom {and} by thy traffic hast thou in
creased thy riche~ (Ezek. 28:2-5; cf. 6-19). . 

. Although the text goes on to make the point that 
"thou art ·man and not God" in an explicit way, the 
humorous technique implicitly "drills" the point home. 
It should be noted that although Ezekiel is the inspired 
messenger, it was the ''word of Jehovah" (Ezek. 28:1, 
11) which was really being spoken. Our great God has 
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a sense of humor! He uses such to forcefully rebuke 
our human vices and follies. God shouts through Amos 
to the wealthy women of Israel: "Hear this word, ye 
kine of Bashan .... "(Amos 4:1)! Our Lord causti
cally depicts the Pharisees as being like white-washed 
tombs which are outwardly beautiful but which are in
wardly filled with repulsive decay (Matt. 23:27-28). 
Before she demonstrates a lack of prudence or wis
dom, every reigning beauty should see herself as God 
sees her: "{As} a ring of gold in a swine's snout, {So 
is} a fair woman that is without discretion" (Prov. 
11 :22). 

Perhaps my all-time favorite, humorous, biblical 
statement is found in the sarcastic taunt of Elijah in 
reaction to the foolish ''jumping Baalites": 

And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and said, Cry aloud; for he is a god: ei
ther he is musing [meditating-TMH], or he is 
gone aside [busy-TMH], or he is on a journey, 
or peradventure he sleepeth and must be awaked 
(1 Kings 18:27). 

Can you think of a more rip-roaring, hilarious, 
cuttingjest than this? How can some well-meaning 
brethren claim that sarcasm and satire have no place 
in the life of a . preacher? While o~e can certainly 
overdo it, the experienced Christian speaker or teacher 
will sometimes use such to· make us ascertain biblical 
truths. (Cf. Isa. 3:16; Job 22:2; Judges 10:14; 1 Cor. 
4:8-13; Luke 6:42; 2 Cor. 12:13). Jesus himselflmew 
the benefit of telling humorous stories that have a spe
cific point (Luke 6:42; Matt. 23:24). While people's 

:1. 

mouths are open wide with laughter, he pours down ., 
;I 

large doses of truth. If you want to gain and keep an ,:! 

audience's attention while also powerfully implanting :~ 
truth, give them two spoonfuls of levity and tell them ;· 

. } 
to call you in the morning. .~ 

11026 Wurzbach Rd. ~j 
San Antonio, TX 78230 i 
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7th Annual Shenandoah Lectureship 
Denominationalism .Versus the Bible 

February 12-15, 1993. 
Friday-February 12, 1993 

9:00 A.M ..................... God-Both Good and Severe ........................................................•.............. Thomas B. Warren 
9:15 A.M ..................... Forum 
9:25 A.M ..................... The Truth About the Truth .............. ~ ............................................................ Thomas B. Warren 
9:40 A.M ..•.................. Forum 

10:00 A.M ..................... The Roots of Sectarianism ............................................................................ Darrell Conley 
11:00 A.M ..................... Definition and Origin of Denominationalism ............................................... Dave Rogers 
1:30 P.M ...................... Christian Scientism ................................................................................... · .. Bill Towry 
2:30 P.M ...................... Seventh Day Adventism .............................................................................. Mark Bass 
3:30 P.M ...................... Our Obligation to Prove All Things ................................................. ~ ........... Thomas B. Warren 
3:45 P.M ...................... Forum · · · 
4:00 P.M ...................... Saved by Grace-Yes! By Grace Only-No! ............................................... Thomas B. Warren 
4:15 . P.M ...................... Forum . 
7:00 P.M ...................... Why I Left Masonry .................................................................................... Bill Brandstatter 
8:00 P.M ...................... Why I Left the Baptist Church ..................................................................... Lynn Matheny 

Saturday-February 13, 1993 
9:00 A.M ..................... There Is No "Middle"-Between- ...................................................... ~ ....... Thomas B. Warren ·· 
9:15 A.M ..................... Forum 
9:25 A.M ..................... Do Men Have the Right to Be Wrong? ........................................................ Thomas B. Warren 
9:40 A.M ..................... Forum · 

10:00 A.M~ .................... Mormonism ............................................ ; ...................... ~ ............................ Gene Burgett .. ·~ ... ·.; 
11:00 . A.M ..... ~ ............... The "Jehovah's Witnesses" ......................................................................... Gary Worlanan · 
1:30 P.M ...................... The Evangelical Free Church ....................................................................... Robert Sweeten 
2:30 P.M ...................... Denominational Baptism ............................................................................. Gaty Summers 
3:30 P.M ...................... Men as Soils ................................................................................................ Lindsey Warren 
4:00 P.M ...................... Men as Sowers ............................................................................................ Lindsey Warren 
7:00 P.M ...................... The Destructive Consequences of Pentecostalism ........................................ Dub McClish 
8:00- P.M ...................... Why I Left the Presbyterian Church ............................................................. Keith Mosher 

Sunday-February 14,1993 
9:30 A.M ..................... The Electronic Church ................................................................................. Dave Miller 

10:30 A.M ..................... Why I Left the Catholic Church .................................................................. John Shannon .. 
1:30 P.M ...................... Calvinism Versus the Bible View of the Holy Spirit .................................... David Brown 
2:30 P.M ...................... Instrumental Music in the Worship .............................................................. Jeff Sweeten 
3:30 P.M ...................... Total Depravity ........................................................................................... Michael Hatcher 
7:00 P.M ...................... How Denominationalism Hinders World Evangelism .................................. Rod Rutherford 
8:00 P.M ...................... Why I Left the Independent Christian Church .............................................. Ken Chumbley 

Monday-February 15; 1993 
9:00 A.M ..................... What Is the Relationship of Christ's Church to the Churches of Men? (I) ..... Roy Deaver 

10:00 A.M ..................... What Is the Relationship of Christ's Church to the Churches of Men? (II) ... Roy Deaver 
11:00 A.M ..................... Why We Should Be Debating Denominationalists ..... ~ ................................. Jerty Moffitt 

1:30 P.M ...................... Some Implications of Calvinistic Predestinationism .................................... Don Walker 
2:30 P.M ...................... Lutheranism ................................................................................................ Dave Watson 
3:30 P.M ...................... We Must Not Fellowship Denominations ......................................... ~ .......... Joe Cox 
7:00 · P.M ...................... Surprising Things About the Church of Christ .............................................. Dub McClish 
8:00 P.M ...................... Why I Left the Methodist Church ................................................................ Leslie Bla;nd 

Cassettes • Books • Videos 
Order yours today. • We will send and bill. 

Exhibits • Attended Nursery 

Terry M. Hightower, Director 
Shenandoah Church of Christ 

11026 Wurzbach Rd. 
San Antonio, TX 78230 • (210) 696-5532 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section arc: 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $150.00 
for 5 lines; $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 
lines. $240.00 for 8 lines. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 110876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 
SEND NO MONEY. 

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETI CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

TENNESSEE 

MEMPHis-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 

LAK.ELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 0617• 
Home or Florida School or Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist 
855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. SeiVices: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, 
minister. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off J-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

'TEXAS 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
FAIRBANKS, seiVing FT. WAINWRIGHT and the P.M. Phone (407) 589_5140. Bob Winton, CHRIST, 312 Pearl St, Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
GREATERFAJRBANK.S AREA: 645 11th Avenue, evangelist 3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

ALASKA 

99701. (907) 456-4921. 

CALIFORNIA 
SEBRING-904 Fainnount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 

ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile McGhee, evangelist 

HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
137 Souder Drive, Hurst. 76053. (817) 282-3239, 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Bill 
Clayton, Eddie Whitten, preachers. 

from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 

PASADENA, 1727 KinneloaCyn. Rd. 91107 (818) ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF Hufsrnith-KobiVille Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713)-
791-2499. Sun. 9:30,10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 CHRIST, 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 • 351-4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. (404) 299-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50 A.M., 6 p.M. (1.1 H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

GEORGIA 

miles inside 1-285) 
TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. ------
(619)367-9400.Wewillcontactlovedonesorfriends. BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 offl-75. Son Hwy 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 p.M., Robert R. 49 (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
Stephenson, preacher. hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER
NADINO, CA. 3630N."E•• St. Sun. 9:30,10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, 
minister, 883-5232 . 

C central 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed.. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 
CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11, A.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

Call (912) 956-3719, 956-2099. 

MINNESOTA 

DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

VIRGINIA 

CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA 24073. Sun. 
10, 11 A.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. 
(703) 382-7837 . 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church 

BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
St Sun. 8:15A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 

703-382-7777. 

MISSOURI 

9:30,10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) ------
334-3866, 334-3757. 

MONTANA 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. omo 

MAX MEADOWs-FT. CHISWELL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 
~mileS. 1-81 & I-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 
10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann M. Lee, 
evangelist. 703-637-4244: 703-223-1787. 

WYOMING 

RANCHESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST in the 
FAIRBORN, ncar DAYTON and Wright-Patterson RanchMart Center. Sun. 9, 10, 12:30. Tues. 7 PM. 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Bob Riccb (307) 655-2563. 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446- Lawrence, minister. (51~) 878-1162. 
4808. SciVices: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. SOUTH CAROLINA FOREIGN 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 11 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
7:30P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all 
correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 
76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be r eceived 6 weeks prior to the desired 
month of publica tion. Ads must be cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Congregation or 125 looking for sound Gospel 
Preacher. Energetic in visitation and personal work. 
Salary negotiable. Send resume and/or tape, photo 
if available. Quitman & Center Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 667, Gladewater, Texas 75647. May call 
(903) 845-5800. 

South suburban congregation near Chicago, IL 
seeking a full-time gospel preacher sound in the 
faith and able to barrie "anti's" and liberalism which 
surround us. We are small in number, have several 
young couples with children, great love for each 
other, and potential for excellent growth. We have 
no elders at this time. We can provide a home, paid 
utilities, and approx. S200 a week. Also seeking 
financial assistance to help in the support of a full
time preacher. For information call Gil Bos 708-
388-5630 or Frank Hansen af\er 6 P.M. CST. Come 
over to Chicago and help us! Please send return 
mail to Worth Church of Christ, %Gilbert D. Bos, 
14440 So. Kenton Ave., Midlothian, IL 60445 

Wanted: Full-time minister for congregation of about 
100 members. Must be evangelistic minded with 
Bible-centered preaching and teaching abi lity. 
Experienced, self-motivated family man, 35-50. Send 
resume and video tape to Church of Christ, 1121 N. 
Military Road, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304. For further 
information call elders, Alfred Hartwigscn (716) 
283-12 14, or Wesley Varney (7 16) 693- 1643. 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congregation 
needs energetic, motivated, fami ly man with expe
rience, committed to building positive relationships. 
Husband and wife resumes (and video if available) 
requested with transcripts and professional\personal 

recommendations. Salary, benefit s and start date ne
gotiable. House and utilities provided. Please reply 
as soon as possible to: Parkview Church of Christ, 
Attention: Jim Scon, P.O. Box 1083, Warren, MI 
48090. 

Sound, full- time, married minister wanted. Eager to 
work with youth. 60-member, rural Mississippi con
gregation. House and utilities provided. Salary 
negotiable. Contact Irven Skinner: Home 601-986-
2800, work 601-484-9376. 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
by Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection 
of thousands of scripture references, each 
summarized and o rganized under hundreds of 
logically-arranged subject areas. Includes over 2,000 
interesting, important d iscussion-stimulati ng 
questions. This extremely clear and easy guide to 
the Bible is a must for every Christian's 
library. It is ideal for Bible classes for all ages and 
for cottage evangelistic srudies focused on the 
simplicity a nd power of New Testament 
Christianity. Order by sending S 11.50 to Theo-Med 
Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RESTORATION REPRJNTS, other books at great 
pri ces. For free list send S.A.S .E. to Bargain 
Book finders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, .l.:.8.llil.: 
343-0 143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 

The Minister's Resource-An invaluable help for 
ministers, each issue of this monthly newsletter con
tains four sermon outlines, four bulletin articles, and 
four mid-week invitations. Sound biblical lessons 
printed on punched paper for binder fi ling. Sub
scription: S24/year, Sample issue: 54.95. T he 
Minister's Resource, Rt. 9, Box 104-A, Valdosta, 
GA31601. 

Bus for sale: 1984 Chev., 18 passenger. Front and 
rear NC, cloth seats, excellent condition. Af\er 5 
P.M.: (502) 527-9747 or (502) 527-1269. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale--an active congregation. 40 17 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 

increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Please give us the Bibles, books, and communion 
sets you no longer need. We will ship them to 
missionaries overseas. C hurch of Christ, 220 
Padenreich Ave., Gadsden, AL 35903-2439. 

Home school newslerter. Free sample issues: THE 
HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Pell City, AL 
35 125. 

Mature Christian Lady. Live-in position at adult 
family home. Five-day work week. Caregiver to 
elderly, ambulatory ladies. Good salary with full 
home benefits. Vacation paid after one year. Call or 
send resume: The Cedars, 355 1 Sorenson Road, 
Everson, WA 98247 (206) 966-2569. 

SUBSCRIBE TO REPROVE. A publication devoted 
to "bringing to light" many of the current brother
hood issues. Send $4.00 to REPROVE, 610 N.E. 
29th Street, Grand Prairie, TX 75050. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED 

Spiritually mature Christian 

couples interested in becoming 

HOUSEP ARENTS 

Contact 

Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 

Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512)589-2871 

ANew Book! 
In Spirit and In Truth 
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Royal Frolickers 
By Steve Gibson 

On December 9, 1992, British Prime Minister John 
Major announced to the House of Commons that 
Charles and Diana, the Prince and Princess of Wales, 
had agreed to separate after eleven years of marriage. 
The sad announcement capped "a year of public rela
tions disasters, including scandalous reports of royal 
misbehavior and marital woe, that last month led the 
Queen to refer to 1992 as the 'annus horribilis'" (Wil
liam E. Schmidt, "For the Royal Frolickers, Time for 
an lmage Lift," New York Times, Dec. 16, 1992, A-4). 

It is easy to see why the Queen of England has had 
a horrible year. Recent months have seen all three of 
her children's marriages come unraveled. During the 
sununer, Princess Anne divorced Mark Phillips. Then 
Prince Andrew separated from his wife, Sarah 
Ferguson ("Fergie"), after she was photographed, in 
the Times' words, "cavorting topless beside a swim
ming pool with another man." Now the broken mar
riage of the Queen's heir, Prince Charles, presents the 
monarchy with it:. greatest threat since King Edward 
VIII abdicated the throne to marry a divorcee in 1936. 

Royal vice has sickened not only the Queen; it has 
also disgusted many of her subjects. In 1984, three out 
of every four Britons believed the country would suf
fer if it lost its monarch; but, according to a recent poll, 
two-thirds now admit that they would not miss the 
royal family if it were abolished altogether. A Labor 
Party leader recently lamented to Parlian1ent that the 

mischievous monarchy may finally have pressed its 
own "self-destruct button" (New York Times, Dec. 10, 
1992, A-1). 

Such regal rebelliousness reminds us that "It is bet
ter to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in princes" 
(Psa. 118:9). "God Save the King!" yields no blessing, 
if a king saves no time for God (Prov. 29:2). Even roy
alty can sin (Neh. 9:33-34; Isa. I :23; Ezek. 21 :25; Dan. 
9:8; Hos. 9: 15). Palace playboys will someday "give 
account" to a Ruler who "removeth kings" and "ac
cepteth not the persons of princes" (Job 34: 19; Dan. 
2:21; Zeph. 1:8; Rom. 14:12). 

Most importantly, the decay of royal etiquette 
sounds a warning to the kingdom of God. Peter pro
claims that believers are "a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people" (1 Pet. 
2:9). Christians are God's royalty, for Christ himself 
"hath made us kings" (Isa. 62:2-3; Acts 11 :26; Rev. 
1 :6). We "reign" with Christ in his spiritual "king
dom," the church (Matt. 16: 18-19; Luke 22:29-30; 
Col. 1:13; Reb. 12:28; Rev. 1:9; 5:10). It is essential, 
therefore, that heaven's royalty ''walk worthy of God, 
who hath called" us ''unto his kingdom and glory" ( 1 
Thess. 2: 12). For the misbehavior of saints brings as 
much ''reproach" upon the House of God as the mis
behavior of sovereigns brings upon the House of 
Windsor (Prov. 14:34; Rom. 2:24; 1 Tim. 3:7, 15; 5: 14; 
Tit. 2:5, 8, 1 0)! (continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Deconstructionism 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Martin Anderson is a man of distinction in 
the scholastic world. He holds a doctorate from 
M.I.T. He has been a professor at Columbia Uni
versity, was an advisor to the president of the 
United States, and is presently a Senior Fellow 
at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. 

Anderson has written a book entitled Impos
tors in the Temple. The book deals with the de

ficiency of the American educational system. He joins Allen Bloom 
in saying that students today are cheated out of an education. He 
quotes Bruce Wilshire, a professor at Rutgers: "We must speak of 
the bankruptcy of the university as an educational institution. It is 
a humiliating admission." 

Anderson takes a cold-eyed look at deconstructionism. He 
wrote: 

The school of thought called 'deconstruction' holds the view 
'that language is always so compromised by metaphor and ul
terior motives that a text never means what it appears to mean.' 
As one of the early pioneers of this grotesque reasoning ex.
plained, 'The relationship between truth and error that prevails 
in literature cannot be represented genetically since truth and 
error exist simultaneously, thus preventing the favoring of one 
over the other.' 

Some of the core beli efs of those who adhere to the 
deconstructionist school are: (1) language itself is contradictory, 
if not empty; (2) meaning does not reside in a text or in an 
author's intent but in a reader's response; (3) the reader is the 
equal of, and perhaps superior to, the author; ( 4) literary influ
ence-the accwnuJated insights of previous ages-can be hann
fuJ, not helpful; (5) no form of discourse (folk tale, video, novel, 
sonnet) is superior to any other; (6) the 'classic books' approach 
to literary study is bankrupt-multiculturism is essential; and 
(7) all literary works must be viewed in a political context, as 
instruments of exclusion, oppression, or liberation on the issues 
of race, class, and gender. 

When words no longer have meaning, anything goes. Many 
oftoday's professors take these notions seriously, teaching them 
to their students. To illustrate how far this nonsense of 
deconstructionism has gone, listen to a couple of arguments 
made in 1989 by one of its leading exponents, Professor Stanley 
Fish, chainnan of Duke University's English department. In his 
6 13-page tome, Doing What Comes Naturally, Fish sets forth 



his thesis 'that the meaning of a sentence is not a function of 
the meaning of its constituent parts .... That meaning cannot 
be fonnally calculated, derived from the shape of marks on a 
page; or to put it in the most direct way possible, there is no 
such thing as li teral meaning.' Then, to ensure no one misun
derstands him, he drives home the point: 'It might seem that 
the thesis that there is no such thing as literal meaning is a lim
ited one . . . but in fact it is a thesis whose implications are al
most boundless, for they extend to the very underpinning of the 
universe.' Further on, Fish caps his bizarre philosophy: ' I want 
to argue, in short, that there is no such thing as intrinsic merit.' 

Do you suppose Professor Fish would be offended if we 
agreed with his nutty thesis and pointed out that what he wrote 
confirms that his words have no literal meaning and no intrin
sic merit? (Impostors in the Temple, by Martin Anderson, pp. 
149-150). 

What Anderson describes as in vogue among teachers of litera
ture today sounds like the "new hermeneutic." The basic principles 
of deconstruction.ism are applied by some to understanding the Bible. 
Lest you think this is the product of an overactive imagination, 
consider a paper submitted by Darryl Tippens at a Scholarship 
Conference. Tippens, by the way, teaches literature at Abilene Chris
tian University (ACU). 

In speaking of what he calls some "useful contributions of 
deconstruction to our task as readers and interpreters," Tippens 
wrote: 

Deconstructionists challenge our naive faith in the power of lan-
guage to reflect reality .... They teach us the all-important ac-
tivity of henneneutics . .. .In the words of Stanley Fish, inter-
pretation is the 'only game in town' .... Texts have no inde
pendent status; they always already exist in a symbionic [sic] 
relationship with readers .. . . Deconstruction causes one to dif
ferentiate essential Christianity from its extraneous elements. 
Perhaps we have unwittingly confused Aristotelian logic or eigh
teenth-century rationalism with biblical faith . . . .In its best light, 
deconstruction causes a climate for faith by fostering a healthy 
skepticism about our capacity to know reality .. . .In Fish's es
timation, then, truth may exist, but we can never know it inde
pendently of, or separately from, our own consciousness. If this 
is the case, a 'deconstructionist' Christianity is at least imagin
able. 

Tippens proceeds to acknowledge that deconstruction.ism is not 
really compatible with Christianity but plunges back into the idio
syncrasy of deconstructionism in an attempt to give a 
deconstructionist view of belief and knowledge. He says that ''we 
begin, like Augustine, with faith in the possibility of knowing some
thing that cannot be known." Tippens shows his occult leaning by 
saying, 

Through spiritual illumination, we can transcend the hemleneu
tic circle . . . sti ll we can 'by faith' testify that we have encoun
tered and have experienced the Divine, the 'transcendental sig
nified.' Such mystical contact with the transcendent (Presence) 

In This Issue 

Royal Frolickers 
Steve Gibson ....................................... 1 

Deconstruction ism 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs ........................... 2 

Moving in the Same Circle 
Adron Doran ....................................... 5 

Let Your Words Be True 
Lindell Mitchell .................................. 6 

Great Doctrines in First John 
John M. Brown ................................... 8 

George W. DeHoff ................................... 12 

Missionary Page: 
Where Are the Harvesters? 

Bill McDonough ............................... 13 

Wineskins Editors True to the Virgilt 
Birth in Their Own Fashion 

J. E. Choate ...................................... 14 

Grace and Law: 
L iberalism and Legalism-Part VII 

G. C. Brewer ..................................... 16 

The Spirit's Intercession in Prayer 
Grahan1 Cain .................................... 18 

The Plight of Christian Public Servants 
Steve Springer ................................... 20 

Thoughts from Christian Wome11 : 
Sarah 

Charli11e Lemonds Sexton ................. 22 

Potpourri ................................................. 24 

Understa11dest Thou What Thou Readest? 
Jess Hall, Jr ...................................... 26 

Cotham's Comments 
Perry Cotham .................................... 28 

Murch 1993 3 
Firm Foundation 



will be ruled out of court by the 
deconstructionist. ... However, Christians be
lieve in the True One and in his power to re
veal himself to us. 

What that boils down to is that we cannot read 
the words of the Bible and come to a knowledge of 
truth. We must have an experience with the Divine. 
Tippens is of the opinion he can have (perhaps has 
had) "contact with the transcendent Presence," and he 
has fallen headlong into neo-orthodoxy, neo
calvinism, and neo-pentecostalism. 

Parents who are sending their dear children to 
ACU to get an education need to know what manner 
of men will instruct them and what type of training 
they are apt to get. The student rarely rises above his 
teacher. 

Royal Frolickers 
(continued from page 1) 

The separation of Charles and Diana means the 
"United Kingdom" has become a "house divided" 
(Matt. 12:25). But privilege cannot erase the wedding 
vows that the royal couple exchanged before 750 mil
lion television viewers on July 29, 1981 (Matt. 14:3-
4; Acts 24:24-25). The New York Times wonders, "Can 
the ancient protocols and traditions of the monarchy 
accommodate the tricky conventions of marriage and 
family in the 1990's, with the special demands of single 
parenthood and joint custody?" But the question of the 
hour is whether God's "kings" will accommodate the 
tricky conventions of marriage and divorce "in the 
1990's" or hold fast instead to the "ancient protocols 
and traditions" of the apostles (Matt. 19:3-9; Rom. 7:1-
3; 2 Thess. 2: 15). 

Whether God's ''royal priesthood" succeeds in pre
serving heaven's law of marriage may ultimately de
pend on whether it sinks to common tolerance regard
ing sexual morality in general (2 Pet. 2: 18-20). Cen
tral to morality is God's decree that ladies "adorn them
selves in modest apparel," exuding a "shamefacedness" 
toward fornication (1 Tim. 2:9-10). No matter that it 
is done, like the brazen Duchess of York, "beside a 
swimming pool," God's princesses have no business 
baring their thighs and midriffs in the presence of the 
opposite sex (Est. 1:10-12; Prov. 5:16 [ASV]; Isa. 
47:2-3; Rev. 3:18). 

4 

Churches cannot "pass the buck" to Buckingham. 
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Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free." He did not mean you shall know 
truth because of encountering and experiencing the 
transcendent Presence. I know that, because Jesus pre
ceded the statement about knowing saving truth by 
saying, "If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my 
disciples." In another place Jesus said, ''The words that 
I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life" (John 
6:63). It is the inspired word (writing) that makes the 
man of God complete in the sight of God (2 Tim. 
3:16-17). With it, nothing more is needed. Without 
it, everything else is pointless. 
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Brothers and sisters who for go mixed swimming, 
dancing, drinking, and divorcing are the "royal 
frolickers" of the kingdom of God (I Pet. 2:9-12; 4:3-
5)! Although they have "reigned as kings" in many a 
congregation, they are one in spirit with "the princes 
of this world" (1 Cor. 2:9; 4:8). As the Queen of En
gland laments lasciviousness and divorce within her 
own royal clan, therefore, ponder how the God of 
heaven grieves over low-lifes among his own royal 
priests (Ezek. 22:26; Rom. 12: 1-2; I Pet. 2:5; He b. 
3:10-13; 2 Pet. 3:9). Britain's frolickers remind God's 
faithful that no royal family can long survive if it is 
content to operate like the commoners of the world 
(Phil. 2: 15; Titus 2: 12, 14). 1725 Lexington St. 

Taylor, TX 76574 
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Moving in the Same Circle 
By Adron Doran 

In February 1990, I was on the campus of Abilene 
Christian University to deliver five lectures. On the day 
that I was checking out of the motel, Rubel Shelly was 
checking into the motel. He was not scheduled to speak 
on the same lectureship on which I had spoken. As I 
turned to leave the motel desk, Rubel, whom I had not 
noticed, recognized me and extended his hand in greet
ing which I accepted. He said to me, "Adron, I am 
Rubel Shelly." I responded, "Why, of course, I know 
you, Rubel, but I have not seen you since you left 
Freed-Hardeman University." Then brother Shelly said 
to me in a semblance of explanation, "Well, you and 
I do not move in the same circle." I was delighted to 
see Rubel again, but his statement shocked me so 
greatly that the conversation ended on that note. 

I had been deeply impressed in the past by the 
faithful service Rubel rendered as a member of the 
Freed-Hardeman faculty and as a minister in the 
churches of Christ of the region. When he announced 
to the Board of Trustees his intention to resign from the 
faculty to pursue advanced study at Vanderbilt, I of
fered a motion, which the Board approved, to grant him 
a modified sabbatical leave if he would return to the 
faculty for a limited time. The proposed leave would 
cany with it a financial stipend. President Claude 
Gardner notified Shelly of the action of the Board, but 
he rejected the proposition and left Henderson for 
Nashville. 

During the time that Rubel Shelly was a member 
of the Freed-Hardeman faculty, the Board of Trustees 
thought we were moving in the same circle. We 
thought that what he taught in the classroom, preached 
in the pulpit, and wrote for publications showed that 
all of us were moving in the same circle. So when he 
said to me in Abilene what he did, I was challenged to 
look for a reason why he would say it. Therefore, I 
have done some diligent research on what he has taught 
and written in later years to decide if indeed we do not 
''move in the same circle." 

I am sure brother Shelly did not draw his conclu
sion from the fact that he lives and moves in a circle 
with Nashvilleans and I live and move in a circle with 
Lexingtonians. I have a strong feeling that he meant we 
do not move in the same circle because of the differ
ences between what we teach and practice. He must 
also have a feeling that there is a vast difference be
tween those who are in fellowship with him and those 
who are in fellowship with me. This leads me to ques
tion the point in time when we began to move in dif
ferent circles. 

I am moving in the same circle in which I have 
moved for 65 years (since I was baptized into Christ 
by Alonzo Williams, and God added me to Christ's 
church). Once, I thought Rubel was in that same circle. 
By his own admission he is not. Does he mean that 
he has drawn another circle which shut me out? There 
are many problems, questions, and issues with which 
churches of Christ are faced today. Are Rubel and I 
moving in different circles in our efforts to solve these 
problems, find answers to these questions, and resolve 
the issues? It is well known that he and I do not preach 
for the same congregations among churches of Christ, 
do not appear on the same lectureships, and do not 
write for the same religious journals. Why is it so? 

Does Rubel Shelly represent an element of the 
brotherhood that moves in a different circle from the 
rest of us? If so, what are the reasons? Is it because he 
believes that the use of mechanical instruments of mu
sic in worship is a matter of indifference, and I believe 
that their use is sinful? Is it because he believes that it 
is scriptural for women to asswne leadership roles in 
public worship, and I believe that the Bible reserves 
this role for men? Is it because he believes that the Holy 
Spirit operates directly upon the human heart, and I 
believe that the Holy Spirit works in the lives of us 
through the word of God? Is it because he believes that 
it is acceptable to God for us to use small a cappella 
ensembles in worship, and I believe that worship to 
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God in song should be rendered by the whole congre
gation of saints? Is it because he believes that we are 
saved by grace, and works do not have one whit to do 
with our salvation, and I believe that we are saved by 
grace through obedient faith? Are Rubel Shelly and his 
associates moving in a different circle from me and my 
associates because they believe in fellowshipping the 
denominations, and we do not? 

If the answers to these questions are positively yes, 
then we raise the question asked by the prophet Amos: 
"Can two walk together except they be agreed?" 
(Amos 3:3). One thing is for sure: If brother Shelly 
believes and practices the things which he advocates in 
his lectures and writings, then he and I do not walk 
together in agreement. If he still agreed with what he 
said the Bible taught twenty years ago, then he and I 
would be moving in the same circle. I believed what 
he taught then, and I still preach it. So I conclude that 
our relationship is a result ofRubel's moving out of the 
circle in which he formerly walked to draw and move 

in a different circle. I doubt very much that N. B. 
Hardeman, A. G. Freed, David Lipscomb, James A. 
Harding, L. R. Wilson, and A. B. Barrett would be 
moving in the same circle as Shelly were they living 
and preaching today. 

I find no pleasure and comfort in the knowledge 
that any one of my brethren and I are not moving in 
the same circle. It means that one of us is wrong, and 
it could be that both are in error. The apostle John 
wrote: "If we walk in the light as he (Christ) is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another .... " 
(1 John 1 :7). Walking in the light of God's eternal 
truth will put us in the same circle. I sincerely hope 
and pray that Rubel will leave the circle which he has 
drawn and return to the biblical circle which circwn
ference was drawn by the doctrine of Jesus Christ 
(2 John 9-11). 

111 Woodland Ave. 
Lexington, KY 40502 
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Let Your Words Be True 
By Lindell Mitchell 

The Bible says, "Whosoever secretly slanders his 
neighbor, him will I destroy .... " (Psa. 101:5a). So
lomon observed" ... and whoever spreads slander is a 
fool" (Prov. 10: 18b ). God's people should not listen to 
slander ( 1 Sam. 24:9) because it is destructive. Slan
der produces anger (Prov. 25:23), separation of friends 
(Prov. 16:28), deadly woWlds (Prov. 18:8; 26:22), dis
cord among brethren (Prov. 6: 19), and murder (Psa. 
31:13; Ezek. 22:9). 

"A fool's lips enter into contention, and his mouth 
calls for blows. A fool's mouth is his destruction, and 
his lips are a snare to his soul .... He who answers a 
matter before he hears it, it is folly and shame to him" 
(Prov. 18:6-7,13). 

An insulting aspect of current efforts to restructure 
the Lord's church is the absence of truthfulness exhib
ited by those seeking change. The "scholars of theol
ogy" agitating for a ''new" hermeneutic claim that we 
have virtually ignored the subject of biblical interpre-
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tation. This straight-faced assertion ignores the early 
work of Clinton Lockhart, D. R. Dungan, and Alex
ander Campbell, as well as more recent efforts. 

Elements of the psycho-therapeutic community 
asserted that widespread incest, sexual dysfunction, and 
abuse exist in conservative Christian families. Incest 
was alleged to be especially prevalent among consetva
tive preachers and elders. Supposedly, the problem re
sulted from a warped view of the biblical idea of sub
mission taught by churches of Christ The demand for 
proof produced nothing-absolutely nothing! 

A book proposing to "cruciform" the church ag
gressively argued that we have neglected the gospels 
in preaching and teaching. According to the author, we 
have virtually ignored the cross. The assertion is un
founded, yet the book is widely advertised and highly 
touted. 

A more recent book claims that our brethren have 
ignored the central doctrine of God's grace for 



decades. The charge is ridiculous but has gained a fol
lowing among those pushing a grace-only theology. 

Truth is the casualty in each of these instances and 
many more like them. It is not swprising to see people 
who minimize the need for rational thought playing 
loose with facts. Those who live in the real world rec
ognize the farce. Many are justly indignant at seeing 
the Lord's church falsely accused. It is aggravating 
when the body of Christ is held up to ridicule by those 
whom she has educated, supported, and elevated to 
positions of influence. The mouths of such men must 
be stopped; they must not pass unchallenged However, 
let those offering opposition speak the truth! 

If memory serves, it was Tertullian who said it is 
permissible to lie if it is helpful in opposing heretics. 
Apparently that sort of thinking did not die with 
Tertullian. On a recent holiday visit with relatives, my 
brother-in-law (whom I will call Bill) asked me if I 
knew a certain "Brother Big." I said that the pleasure 
of meeting him had not been mine but that I had read 
his articles in many publications. I further said that I 
understood him to be a full professor at a well-estab
lished, highly-respected school. Bill assured me that 
this was the person he was asking about. 

He then related a shocking story. A Christian fam
ily from the congregation where Bill preaches was vis
iting relatives in another state. A gospel meeting was 
in progress during their visit. It featured this well
known preacher, professor, and author. The extended 
family jwnped at the opportunity to hear this great 
man. They entered the building eagerly anticipating 
truly outstanding preaching. 

The meeting was fine, but what happened later 
caused utter dismay. During a gathering after services, 
the professor said that two of the most liberal churches 
in his home state were in the town of "Liberal ville" 
(not the real name). They were shocked-that was 
where they lived; there were only two congregations 
in town. "Brother Big" was talking about them! When 
they asked him to prove the allegations, he could not. 
It was admittedly hearsay, but he promised to check his 
sources. The family came home understandably upset. 
It took little time for them to arrive at Bill's office with 
the news. 

Sadly, the congregations labeled liberal did result 
from a split. A personality conflict with generational 
overtones got out of hand. Bill preaches for the group 

that broke away, and an old warhorse preaches for the 
original church. At the time Bill went to work with the 
new congregation, there was hope of reconciliation, but 
they were unable to make it happen. Both sides decided 
that it would be best if they worked separately. Cur
rently the preachers are on cordial terms; the congre
gations cooperate; and they enjoy fellowship. 

The preacher for the original church is a man who 
has established himself as straight and true over de
cades of service in the kingdom. He has written sev
eral books and is weii-known to the Lord's people. He 
could, perhaps, be called many things, but the last thing 
a thinking man would call him is liberal. 

Bill is much younger and not so weii-known. He 
gave up a successful career to take up the noble task 
of preaching the gospel. He is quiet, unassuming, 
highly intelligent, deeply committed, and faithful. 
Though his approach is characteristically noncon
frontational and quiet, he is as tough as nails when con
fronting error. Bill minds his own business and goes 
about his work without any fanfare. I have known him 
for sixteen years and fail to see how anyone could con
clude that he is a liberal. 

I am ashamed of the fact that one who is doctrinally 
pw-e was, in this instance, so morally careless. In mak
ing unsubstantiated charges, he acted like a digressive. 
Among them, influential men lie, deceive, misquote 
others, and mislead the public. Without flinching, they 
deny having made statements that are a part of the pub
lic record. These men are not honorable adversaries. 
They are not misinfonned zealots who have misunder
stood the facts. They are duplicitous charlatans who 
pass themselves off as scholars and thinkers. In real
ity they merely parrot the views of their denomina
tional mentors. I utterly abhor such conduct and will 
fight it while I live. 

Such dishonorable conduct among liberals is infu
riating, but it is not surprising. When it occurs among 
the ranks of the faithful, it is both surprising and infu
riating. How incredibly sad for one who teaches young 
preachers and commands such respect to make base
less assertions! These comments were wholly lacking 
in common courtesy. The professor has never visited 
the congregation where Bill preaches. He is not ac
quainted with Bill personally or through any other 
means. He has no knowledge of the congregation, her 
elders, members, or her program of work. Nothing in 
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the public record lends credibility to his assertions. 
How does he know the two churches in that commu
nity are among the most liberal in his home state? Who 
is the source of this information? Obviously someone's 
credibility is open to serious question. 

Readers of the Firm Foundation know that the edi
tor and staff never shrink from forcefully confronting 
error. Those who take the Bible seriously can do no 
less. God's people are not to have fellowship with evil. 
They are to oppose it (Eph. 4:15). It is not possible to 
note those responsible for divisions and offenses with
out naming them (Rom. 16: 17). This we do without 
apology, but we do not lie or repeat baseless gossip. 

I can think of nothing more hurtful to the cause of 
truth than for us to massacre recklessly the good name 
of innocent people. None who are genuinely seeking 
the old paths can sanction such scurrilous conduct. 

Unchecked, it will crush the credibility of the cause for 
which we so earnestly contend. "He who would live 
and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
and his lips from speaking guile" (1 Pet. 3:10). Jesus 
concluded a statement about lmowing a tree by its fruit, 
saying, "But I say unto you that for every idle word 
men may speak, they will give account of it in the day 
of judgment. For by your words you will be justified, 
and by your words you will be condemned" (Matt. 
12:36-37). Let your words be true, brethren! 

(Note: Names and places have been changed for 
two reasons: first, to protect the falsely accused con
gregations; second, to protect the brother who made 
the e"or. To his credit he has made correction.) 

Deo Vindice. P. 0. Box 411 
Livingston, TX 77351 
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Great Doctrines in First John 
By John M. Brown 

Many people think doctrine doesn't matter. How
ever, the Bible places great emphasis on doctrine. We 
see that scripture is profitable for doctrine (2 Tim. 
3: 16-17). The early church continued in true doctrine 
(Acts 2:42), even filling Jerusalem with their doctrine 
(Acts 5 :28). Paul preached the doctrine of the Lord 
(Acts 13:12), and people were made free from sin by 
obeying that doctrine (Rom. 6: I7 -18). Timothy could 
be a faithful minister by being nourished up in good 
doctrine (1 Tim. 4:6) as are elders who labor in word 
and doctrine (I Tim. 5: I7). Paul exhorted Titus to show 
''uncorruptness" in doctrine (fitus 2:7), speaking things 
that become sound doctrine {Titus 2: I). In the New 
Testament, true, sound, good doctrine was to be held 
fast (fitus I :9), and unsound, unwholesome, corrupt 
doctrine avoided (Eph. 4:14; 1 Tim. 1:3; 1:10; 4:1-3; 
6:3-4; 2 John 9-1I; Rev. 2:14-15). 

Doctrine means "something taught, tenets, belief." 
Does doctrine matter? If we believe the Bible, the an
swer is yes. 

We shall consider the subject: Great Doctrines in 
First John. Many great Bible doctrines upon which the 
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religion of Jesus Christ rests are found in the book of 
First John. As the apostle writes to assure of salvation, 
keep brethren from sin, and warn the saints of false 
teachers, he packs powerful and great Bible doctrines 
into those five chapters! Study with me some noble 
Bible doctrines found in this epistle. 

Fellowship 
The word fellowship comes from a word in the 

original language meaning "communion, joint-partici
pation, sharing in common, association." John beauti
fully teaches the Bible doctrine of fellowship. 

We can have fellowship with the Father, with his 
Son, Jesus Christ, and with one another (1 John I :3). 
Fellowship is conditional; it is dependent upon walk
ing in the light (1 John I :7). If one does not walk in the 
light, but walks in darkness, he has no feJJowship ei
ther with God or his people (1 John I :6). When we 
walk in the light, we maintain our precious spiritual 
fellowship and God dwells in us (I John4:15-16). Our 
fellowship provides us strength, as we realize 
". . .greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world" (1 John 4:4). 



God's Great Love 
The love of our God is set forth clearly, positively, 

and graciously in 1 John. The example of love is seen 
in the greatest event ofhistory-the unspeakable gift of 
God's Son. 

In this was manifested the love of God toward 
us, because that God sent His only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might live through him 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitia
tion for our sins (1 John 4:9-1 0). 

Jesus Christ is propitiation for the sins of the world. 
See in this, the focal point of all history, the matchless 
love of God! 

Some say we see God's love in his creation-a 
beautiful rose, a majestic mountain, a colorful rainbow, 
or a tranquil sunset. Of course, we see the handiwork 
of the Creator in his creation. However, if you want to 
see the love of God in the fullness of its beauty, look 
to Calvary. Behold the crimson pool at the foot of the 
cross. At the cross we see man's inhwnanity to man, but 
we see much more than just that. We see the great love 
of God toward his creatures in allowing it to be. The 
love of God at Calvary is wondrous and great. "God is 
love" (1 John4:8,16). "Behold whatmanneroflove the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
children of God" (1 John 3:1). God's mighty love 
should compel us to love him. "We love him, because 
he frrst loved us" (I John 4: I9). 

Christ's Great Sacrifice 
Calvary proclaims God's matchless love. Christ was 

manifested in the flesh to take away sin (1 John I: 1-3; 
3:4-5,16). The Father sent the Son to be the Savior of 
the world (1 John 4: 14). We have" ... an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the pro
pitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world" (I John 2:1-2). 

Propitiate means "to cause to become favorably in
clined, win or regain good will, appease or conciliate." 
The sacrifice of Jesus enables man to re-establish the 
relationship with God severed by sin (I John 4:9-I 0). 
Jesus, the propitiation for sin, appeases or conciliates the 
justice and holiness of God. 

Keeping God's Commandments 
There is a sentiment in the religious world that since 

we today are under a covenant of grace, there is no 
command keeping required. The thought goes like this: 

Under the Old Testament system, the law of God was 
strict; God required more; it was important to "get ev
erything right"; today, under Christ, it is no longer 
necessary to keep God's commandments; everything 
is "looser," and doing just as God says is no longer im
portant. Friends, nothing could be further from the 
truth! The book of First John plainly teaches the im
portance of obeying God. 

And hereby we do know that we know him, if 
we keep his commandments. He that saith, I 
know him, and keepeth not his commandments, 
is a liar and the truth is not in him. But whoso 
keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of 
God perfected: hereby know we that we are in 
him (I John 2:3-5). 

Notice, if we keep God's commands, 1) we know 
that we know God; 2) in us the love of God is per
fected; and 3) we know that we are in him. On the 
other hand, if we do not keep his word, then I) we do 
not know him; 2) we are liars; and 3) the truth is not 
in us. Question: Does it sound to you as if we must 
keep God's ordinances and instructions? 

Keeping God's commandments influences our 
prayers. The apostle explains, "And whatsoever we 
ask, we receive of him, because we keep his com
mandments, and do those things that are pleasing in 
his sight" (1 John 3:22). Surely, all children of God 
entreat the Father continually, but keeping God's com
mands is the condition of a successful prayer life. It 
is because we keep his word that we receive certain 
blessings from the Father. A life characterized by do
ing the things that are pleasing in the sight of Jehovah 
must attend our prayer requests. 

Keeping God's instructions proves our love for 
him. John wrote, "By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God, and keep his 
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments: and his commandments are 
not grievous" (I John 5:2-3). 

If we love God, we keep his commandments. 
What is the love of God, and how do we even know 
we love God? Well, we get a funny feeling, or a warm 
breeze rushes over us, or we have a tickling in our 
toes. Right? No! We show our love for God by keep
ing God's commandments. It is that simple-that 
plain. I am thankful that our Father made it so 
uncomplicated. If you love God, you will do what he 
requires. 
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Love Each Other 
John is the apostle of love. He probably has as much 

to say per square inch about love as any other inspired 
writer. 

We must love each other. This is the message heard 
by Christians from the beginning (I John 3:II). When 
we know God's great love for us, we will love each 
other (I John 4: II). Loving Christ demands loving the 
brethren (I John 5:I). 

The reason we love the brethren is clearly set forth: 
"Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid 
down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren" (I John 3:I6). Once comprehending 
God's great love for us, we can do nothing less than love 
one another-even unto death! 

Our love for our brethren affects our relationship 
with God If I hate my brother, I am in darkness (I John 
2:9) and walk in darkness, not knowing whither I go (I 
John 2: II). Loving my brother, I abide in the light, hav
ing no occasion ofstwnbling (I John 2:IO). If I do not 
love my brother, I am not a child of God but a child of 
the devil (I John 3:IO). I have not passed unto new life 
but abide in spiritual death (I John 3:I4). If I hate my 
brother, I am a murderer (I John 3: IS). "Beloved, let us 
love one another: for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is begotten of God, and knoweth God" (I John 
4:7). I don't know God if I do not love the children of 
God (I John 4:8). I am not only a murderer but also a 
liar, if I say I love God but hate my brother (1 John 
4:20). Love for God demands love for my brethren (1 
John 4:2I). 

Love for one another is important and essential. No 
man can love God and hate his brother for whom Christ 
died The cross of Christ makes a wonderful relation-
ship between brethren. 

Avoiding Sin and the World 
John has much to say about abstaining from sin and 

refraining from the world. We must not walk in dark
ness (1 John 1:6-7). We must not love a world that is in 
darkness: 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world And the world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth forever (I John 2:15-17). 
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This passing world is not of the Father and is un
worthy of our love. 

If we do not love the world, we will not continue 
in sin. Hope keeps us pure (I John 3:3). It instructs 
us not to continue in sin (I John 3:4-9). Being a Chris
tian does not mean that we will never commit a sin 
(I John I :8, 1 0). It does mean we will not continue 
in the habit of sin (I John 5: I8). 

We can defeat the world: 

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the 
world: and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith. Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God? (1 John 5:4-5). 

Simply stated, Christianity must affect the way we 
live. If not, there is something wrong with our Chris
tianity. The problem of worldliness in the church is 
not getting any better; instead, we can see it continue 
to eat away at our vitals. We must not preach pure 
doctrine and live impure lives. Pure doctrine means 
pure living. 

Avoiding That Which Is False 
There was much false religious teaching in John's 

day-Judaizers, Gnostics, and idolaters. John has 
much to say about not compromising with nor toler
ating false teaching. With the Spirit's sword, he up
rooted religious systems contrary to the gospel of 
Christ. 

We are to test all religious teaching. "Beloved, 
believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether 
they are of God: because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1). The proof is 
whether one accepts and obeys apostolic teaching (1 
John 4:6). Those who were against Christ (anti
Christ) were quite evident in John's day (I John 2: 18). 
These false teachers attempted to seduce the servants 
of God (1 John 2:26). John plainly says that if one 
does not believe God's record, one does not believe 
God and is in the spiritually fatal position of making 
God a liar (I John 5:IO). 

John never hesitates to condemn teaching contrary 
to the doctrine of Christ. Let us learn the lesson of 
boldly confronting, exposing, and condemning false 
prophets and their teaching. 

Our Hope: Eternal Life 

Another great Bible doctrine found in I John is 



the blessed hope of the Christian: "Beloved, now are 
we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is" (I John 
3:2). Consider also our great assurance: "And this is the 
promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life" ( 1 
John 2:25). Eternal life is the Father's free gift, but it 
is conditional (I Jolm 5: II, 12, 20). 

Living the Christian Life 
The Christian life is the only life that will produce 

blessings that continue through eternity. John beauti
fully describes the wonderful life we have in Jesus. 

"And these things write we unto you, that your joy 
may be full" (1 John I :4). God gave his Son for our sins 
that we might have fellowship with the Father and the 
Son and with all others redeemed from sin. Our joy is 
full! 

The Christian models after Christ. "He that abideth 
in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he 
walked" (1 Jolm 2:6). In Christ, we have the greatest 
example the world will ever know. What a transformed 
world this would be if its inhabitants would walk as 

Jesus walked, talk as Jesus talked, do as Jesus did, and 
live as Jesus lived! 

Righteousness characterizes the Christian life. 
"Little children, let no man deceive you: he that do
eth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous" 
(I John 3:7). Righteousness is doing something. The 
word righteousness in this verse comes from a word 
meaning "the character or quality of being right or 
just" (Vine's Expository Dictionary ofNew Testament 
Words, pp. 979-980). We might define it as ''right
ness" or "rightwiseness." Uprightness, moral good
ness, and virtue characterize the Christian. Righteous
ness proves that we are children of God "If we know 
that he is righteous, ye know that every one that do
eth righteousness is born of him" (1 Jolm 2:29). 

The Christian exemplifies good deeds. "My little 
children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but 
in deed and in truth" (1 Jolm 3:18). 

Many golden gems of eternal truth are in the book 
of First John. Flatwoods Church of Christ 

P. 0. Box 871 
Flatwoods, KY 41139 
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First Annual Jacksonville Lectureship 
March 12-14,1993 

"Doctrinal Purity" 
Friday, March 12 

7:00 P.M ............................... What Is Doctrinal Purity? ....................................................... Darrell Conley 
8:00 P.M ............................... Doctrinal Purity and the Preacher's Charge ............................ Larry Fluitt 

Saturday, March 13 
9:00 A.M ............................... Can We Attain Doctrinal Purity? ............................................. Mac Deaver 

10:00 A.M ............................... Doctrinal Purity in the Leadership ........................................... Darrell Conley 
11:00 A.M ............................... Doctrinal Purity in Church Discipline ....................................... Mac Deaver 

1:30 P.M ............................... Doctrinal Purity in the Pulpit ................................................... Larry Fluitt 
2:30 P.M ............................... Doctrinal Purity in the Bible Schooi ......................................... Don Tarbet 
3:30 P.M ............................... Doctrinal Purity in the Early Church ........................................ Lindell Mitchell 
7:00 P.M ............................... What If We Are Not Doctrinally Pure? ..................................... David Baker 
8:00 P.M ............................... Doctrinal Purity in the Home ................................................... Oran Rhodes 

Sunday, March 14 
9:30 A.M ............................... Doctrinal Purity in Regards to Evangelism .............................. Ira Rice, Jr. 

10:20 A.M ............................... Doctrinal Purity and Fellowship .............................................. Oran Rhodes 
1:30 A.M ............................... Doctrinal Purity and Morality .................................................. Jack Orbison 
2:30 P.M ............................... How to Recognize Doctrinal Impurity ...................................... Dave Dugan 
6:00 P.M ............................... Why We Must Be Doctrinally Pure .......................................... Dave Collier 
7:00 P.M ............................... How to Be Doctrinally Pure .................................................... Paul Wilkinson 

Director: Bubba Phillips 
Corinth Road Church of Christ 

1155 Corinth Road • Jacksonville, TX 75766 
903-586-5262 
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George 
w. 

DeHoff 
''Man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go 

about the streets" (Eccl. 12:5). To all those who see 
things as they are, George W. DeHoff was a prince in 
the kingdom of God on earth. His head now lies upon 
the lap of earth, " to fortune and to fame unknown," but 
precious in the sight of the Lord. He is now in his long 
home and, having kept the faith, he and all the saved 
"are more than conquerors through him that loved us." 

His heart "was pregnant with celestial fire." The 
good news burned in his bones, and he gave his con
siderable talent to the faithful proclamation of an eter
nal message- the gospel of God. Most who knew him 
would agree that George DeHoff could have done any
thing he wanted to do--"hands that the rod of empire 
might have swayed." This kind and jovial man of God 
decided simply to be a preacher and a herald for the 
King of the universe. He did it well. He goes to his 
grave largely unsung by an unbelieving world, but his 
name is written in the Lamb's Book of Life. Accord
ingly, his upcoming entrance into heaven will be ap
plauded by the angelic host and welcomed by a 
Savior's smile. "He gained from heaven ('twas all he 
wished) a friend." 

"The mourners go about the streets." Like Stephen, 
devout men carried him to his burial "and made great 
lamentation over him." He is survived by his dear wife, 
Marie; his two sons, George W., Jr. and Paul Turner; 
his two daughters, Bonnie DeHoffFakes and Theresa 
Anne DeHoff; by a son-in-law and daughters-in-law; 
and by several grandchildren; and by a grateful broth
erhood ofbe lievers. They sorrow, but not as those who 
have no hope. 

The mourners in the streets can learn many lessons 
from the life of George W. DeHoff. He was faithful 
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and true, never swerving from the path of right. He was 
committed to the kingdom and to the gospel. He never 
allowed error to go unchallenged nor truth unspoken. 
He was a servant of the Most High and, therefore, a 
friend to man. His rules for life included never saying 
anything behind a person's back that he would not say 
to that person's face; to greet every day each person 
with a smile and give to misery a tear; to go the sec
ond mile; to be free from malice and always to be 
happy; to live each day as if it were his last day on 
earth. In 1944 George wrote that counting one by one 
the blessings of every day upon retiring ''makes me so 
thankful and happy that I soon drift into pleasant sleep. 
In this spirit I hope to close li fe'sjourney and drift into 
eternity." 

The physical body of George W. DeHoff, 79, is in 
its narrow house and will soon be a little heap of dust, 
but his immortal spirit shall never die and is at rest in 
an unseen world awaiting the resurrection in sure and 
certain hope. His life witnesses to us the value and 
wisdom of taking up our cross and following Jesus. It 
is the only thing that really counts. To God be the 
glory! 

With eyes dimmed by tears, we bid a fond farewell 
to our dear brother. We expect to stand one day with 
George W. DeHoff upon an evergreen shore, where 
shining mansions rise, and be satisfied by the wonder 
and beauty of eternity. "Having overcome sin, 'haiie
lujah amen ' will be heard in that land o'er the foam; 
every heart will be light and each face will be bright, 
when all of God's singers get home." 

The staff of the Firm Formdatjon. 
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Where Are the Harvesters? 
By Bill McDonough 

Fifty thousand in Romania, ten thousand in Alba
nia, twenty thousand in Slovakia, hundreds in Ghana 
and Nigeria and the call from Thailand, Vietnam, 
Laos, India, Nepal, and China gets louder every day. 
These are just the nwnbers of people from whom we 
have names and addresses. Where are the harvesters? 

Never in modem history and perhaps never before 
in the history of the world have so many people been 
anxious to learn about the Savior. The opportunity that 
exists today has seldom been equaled. 

To quote a missionary friend, 
We always knew the Lord had commanded us 
to go and preach the gospel to save people from 
the torment of hell, but we now have the names 
and address of those we will be sending to hell 
if we don't go and teach them. 

No church leader can ignore this call. This is not 
just an invitation to go and preach. These are people 
who have asked to be taught. What else is there in the 
world that is this important? Saving thousands, perhaps 
millions, from eternal punishment is the most impor
tant task of the church. Nothing can be more urgent 

If we are spending most of our energy on anything 
else, though closely related, we are not about our 
Father's business. There are currently enough men and 
women trained to do the job if we will challenge, en
courage, and support them. The time has come for el
ders to go to their preachers, youth ministers, minis
ters of evangelism, and other staff members and tell 
them that they need to evangelize the world. 

It would be good for us to study the work of an 
evangelist and then to send out evangelists. These are 
the people who can evangelize. Pulpit preachers are 
excellent, badly needed teachers who are serving in an 
important capacity, but few of them are evangelists in 
the biblical sense of the term. Those who are evange
lists should be sent. Others in our congregations who 
are evangelistic, converting people should go. Those 
who are experienced in evangelism and who can learn 

a foreign language should go to their elders and say, 
"Here am I; send me." 

Going for a couple of weeks is good, and we need 
to have people who will do this, but that is not how 
we are going to evangelize the world. Without long
term evangelists who will go and stay several years, 
we will not be successful in evangelizing the world To 
teach the basic principles of salvation is the beginning, 
but, if our work stops there, in five or ten years we will 
have few if any congregations. I know of city after city 
where this has been done. No one has spent time with 
the new converts, and they soon fall away. The local 
churches are left without guidance. Because they have 
not grown wise through years of experience gained by 
living the Christian life and studying the word of God, 
they fight and fall apart. 

Christianity is something we model. All of us 
know more than we are able perfectly to practice. 
Without teachers and those who are living examples 
to help us in times of struggle, few of us would still 
be faithful. Long-term workers with new congrega
tions are an absolute necessity. They provide the guid
ance, teaching, and example for the new converts. Is 
this not what is meant when we read, ''Teach them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have told you''? 

The harvest is white, but unless we accept the re
sponsibility for the lost, the opportunity will be lost. 
The blood of those asking to hear, whom we are re
fusing to go and teach, will be on our hands. 

P. 0. Box 150 
Little Rock. AR 72203 
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Wineskins Editors True to the Virgin 
Birth in Their Own Fashion 

By J. E. Choate 

The title is a paraphrase of words of Oscar Wilde. 
The purpose will become apparent within this article. 
(It might be that the editors of Wineskins would need 
the literary allusion explained) The November issue of 
Wineskins is now two months late. This is a blessing 
because brother Morrison (who must) can celebrate 
Christmas well into January. 

The obvious intent of the current Wineskins is two
pronged: frrst to put "Christ into Christmas" and sec
ond, to make the Christmas celebration a part of the 
ritual of the ''New Age" church of Christ. When the 
editors of Wineskins write of "change" and "church 
renewal," we have expected, at least, a modicwn of 
creative ingenuity. 

The November issue of the magazine features four 
Christmas stories: "Christmas at Matthew's House," 
written by Andre Resner; "The God of Impossibili
ties-the Birth Narrative in Luke," by Jack R. Reese; 
''The Nativity: The Word Finally Spoken," was con
jured up by Michael Card; and "Christmas According 
to the Apocalypse" was composed by the celebrated 
Johannine scholar, Rubel Shelly. 

(This writer taught Revelation for 25 consecutive 
years in David Lipscomb College and has read many 
commentaries on the book. How indebted to brother 
Shelly we must all be for his discovering Christmas in 
the "Apocalypse" of John and showing us how to ex
egete the matter!) 

An Unconscionable Attack on the Virgin Mary 
The article of Andre Resner puts a strange twist on 

the genealogy according to Matthew. The question al
ways crops up for the serious student of scripture to 
figure out the meaning and place of the two similar, but 
different, genealogies of Matthew and Luke. How are 
the two "like" and ''unlike" lineages to be explained 
with a shared common denominator? 

During my graduate studies in the fields of"lower" 
and "higher'' criticism, I came across two widely ac
cepted scholarly solutions to the problem which still 
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make good sense. Matthew's genealogy conforms to 
the demands of the Mosaic law to establish the pater
nal identity of the first-born son with the attendant 
blessings and responsibilities. It is conjectured that the 
Lucan genealogy confinns the royal bloodline ofDavid 
through Mary. Even today, the entitlement for Jewish 
citizenship in Israel demands a Jewish mother, no mat
ter the paternal identity. 

(Brother Resner, did you know this, and where did 
you attend college? Your handling of the Matthew ge
nealogy is strange and unlike anything I know.) 

First, brother Resner comes up with his racy 
''hype" rhetoric that Mary was descended of a long line 
of "loose" women. We wonder about the source of 
brother Resner's information. This is not discovered in 
the spirit of Matthew's gospel. He begins his degrada
tion of the young Mary with a "guilty association" ma
neuver. He begins his maneuver with the incestuous 
and adulterous relationship of Tamar and Jacob. 

Brother Resner moves next to a Jericho brothel 
where Rahab practiced the world's oldest profession. 
The next "shock" rhetoric is the presentation of the 
lovely Ruth as a calculating adulteress. The picture of 
the "folk" ritual of her lying at the feet ofBoaz through 
the dark hours of the night is turned into a sordid sexual 
encounter. 

The "sins of her mothers" comes with full force 
upon Mary in the ''Bathsheba story," which is wrapped 
up in treachery, adultery, and murder. We reach the 
climax in the "Joseph and Mary" story in which Resner 
infers that Jesus was fathered by a human. He pictures 
a troubled Joseph when the Lord appears to him in a 
dream. He assures Joseph that the child was conceived 
in the womb of Mary by the Holy Spirit thus allaying 
the fears of the distraught Joseph. As Resner moves to 
Luke's account, we have one question for him. Are you 
inferring that Mary came up with a "cock and bull 
story" that an angel had come to her bearing the same 
message of the "immaculate conception"? Mary tells 



her story to Joseph to reassure him of her virginity! 
(Brother Resner, you would not by any chance be 

using the "Freudian" concept of dream ''wish fulfill
ment" to explain Joseph's blind desire to exonerate 
Mary?) 

I have an in-depth love for and understanding of 
English literature. I can read Beowulf in the Anglo 
Saxon language. Indeed "brevity is the soul of wit, and 
the words of a ready scribe should be clear without 
ambiguity." I can imagine the diffusive words you 
would use in some plausible metaphorical explanation. 
You could even use the "Lynn Anderson" dodge-" It 
is all a matter of semantics." This reminds me of lines 
in a T.S. Elliot poem, "The Love Song of J. Alfred 
Prufrock," that when a crucial question is pushed, to 
come up with a verbal evasion: 

~~That is not it, at all, 
That is not what I meant, at all. " 

(Now brother Resner, tell what you are implying 
in the two compatible Joseph and Mary "stories." We 
will understand.) 

The German Soldier Legend 
In a graduate seminar in the Vanderbilt Divinity 

School back in the 1950's, a professor related an apoc
ryphal legend which dated from the Middle Ages. The 
story goes that a German soldier serving in a Roman 
legion stationed near Nazareth fathered the illegitimate 
child of Mary. 

(Brother Resner, are you not suggesting a similar 
scenario?) 

Profane attacks on the idea of the "virgin birth" 
mount without number. One perennial argument is that 
nature abhors a ''virgin birth." This kind of logic would 
invalidate every recorded miracle in the Bible. We 
would that the astute editors of Wineskins take it into 
consideration that we, too, have been to the seminar
ies and heard it all long before a liberal element of 
"baby boomers" came on the scene. 

The Young Woman (Aimah) in Isaiah 7:14 And 
the Virgin (Parthenos) in the Septuagint 

Since the publication of the revised Standard Ver
sion and the Interpreter's Bible, Isaiah 7:14 has been 
''hashed and rehashed" often. What differences does it 
make that the Hebrew word almah translates "young 
woman" and that the Greek word parthenos translates 
"virgin"? I assume that the Alexandrine Jewish schol-

ars understood their own language when they translated 
almah to mean the Greek word parthenos, which 
means ''virgin." Mary was a young woman and a vir
gin. I would assume that Matthew had the identical in
formation in his account of the ''virgin" birth of Jesus. 

Laying all of this matter about the original lan
guages aside, the verbal account of the ''virgin" birth 
of Jesus in any vernacular language comes out the 
same: "That which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Spirit. ... Thou shalt call his name Jesus." 

(Brother Resner, shouldn't you be ashamed of 
yourself for addressing the "birth" of Jesus Christ in 
such a tawdry fashion?) 

A Summary Appraisal 

"Weird Is Relative" is the title of a Wineskins ar
ticle. I confess that the word weird has cropped up in 
my mind while reading the magazine. I did not fmd the 
second article in this issue of Wineskins by Douglas A. 
Foster weird, but I was disappointed that he did not 
himself explain his monstrous blunder in ascribing the 
words of a Landmark Baptist preacher to David Lips
comb. The published "Correction" in the July issue was 
a calculated cover-up of the facts by the senior editor 
of Wineskins. (I suspect that brother Shelly wrote this 
"word bite.") 

Phillip Morrison writes in his monthly essay, "Af
terglow," of his problem with the rationale supporting 
the "virgin" birth. Typical of the Upreach articles, this 
person and that person are quoted and many are un
known to me. I would suspect that this would also be 
the case for the Upreach writers who sign their "ghost
written" articles. Brother Morrison tells us: "Again this 
year, I can .. .I will .. .I must celebrate Christmas." We 
celebrate the holidays every year in our home with our 
children and grandchildren. I listen with joy to the 
music played during the season. I did not visit a "na
tivity sermon"; however, a sermon on the virgin birth 
is in season the year around. 

(Brother Morrison, don't you know that we know 
you are setting up rituals for this "New Age" church of 
Christ in the next century for which Rubel Shelly and 
Randall Harris, et al, are laying the ground work?) 

I encourage the subscription drive of Wineskins. 
Otherwise, the readers of this article would find it dif
ficult to believe the weird things found there. Let's keep 
Wineskins going. The avant garde paper, Mission, 
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failed a few years back. Image magazine has been fal
tering of late. I agree with John Stuart Mill that the free
dom of religious expression should not be stifled How 
else could we learn about all the weird and cultic "she
nanigans" going on around us. Carl Sandburg wrote 
a poem, ''To a Contemporary Bunkshooter," with Billy 
Sunday in mind. We have our own church of Christ 
"bunkshooters" in every generation. 

A Shocking Postscript 
I have kept back the worst for the last. For fear the 

reader may think I am treating brother Resner unfairly, 
let us read his words as he explains the "dream" of 

Joseph's and Mary's encounter with the angel: "But 
there's Joseph, crawling into bed with her every night, 
the rest of his life relying on a dream and believing her 
word, that she had not slept with another man and used 
him to cover her shame." That would rival the "soap 
opera" of /, Claudius, which was televised a few years 
back over PBS. Tell us more! So brethren, keep on 
pouring out from your "new Wineskins" your "mixed 
and sparkling" wines. "You are the ones who love us 
in all times." 

37141h Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 
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Grace and Law: 
Liberalism and Legalism Part Vll 

By G. C. Brewer 

(Another Quibble) 

I. The use of the term plan in the contentions of 
the liberals. 
The men who are today pleading against legalism 

and advocating a liberalism that is about equivalent to 
libertine-ism, are basing some of their arguments upon 
the word plan. This is not the first time we have met 
this quibble. Some men who are older than the young 
men involved in this controversy today based an objec
tion to some of our preaching and writing upon the mis
understanding of the word plan at least 25 years ago. 
This word has been used by our brethren for many 
years. It is possible that it has been overworked, but I 
do not believe that any brother ever used the term in 
the sense in which we are all accused of using it by 
these objectors to legalism. 

Alexander Campbell wrote a book called The 
Christian System. Robert Milligan wrote a very fine 
book called The Scheme of Redemption. Dr. T. W. 
Brents wrote a book which has been standard for about 
75 years entitled The Gospel Plan of Salvation. Some 
other books with similar titles could be found in what 
is known as "Restoration literature." Anyone who is 
acquainted with these books will know that the authors 
did not use the terms system, scheme, and plan in the 
sense in which these modern critics are charging 
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against us. These writers included in these terms the 
whole story of human redemption. In fact, each book 
is a treatise on theology. Any one of the books men
tioned would be a good textbook in the science of the
ology. This includes the discussion of God and of 
Christ and of man. It includes man's soul and God's 
provision for man's redemption and all that is taught 
concerning God and man and sin and the Savior. 
II. Does anyone teach that our faith is in a plan? 

These critics, however, think that we use the term 
plan in the sense of a blueprint. They think that some
body believes and teaches that God has given man a 
blueprint by which he is to build his character and to 
achieve salvation. It makes salvation simply a matter 
ofhunian achievement, and this achievement is met by 
complying with the plan of building according to the 
blueprint, and this work will have to bear the rigid in
spection of the Great Master Builder. 

These quibblers think that the poor miserable soul 
who holds this conception of salvation or of the gos
pel thinks that the plan consists only in the steps of 
salvation. They think that somebody teaches that the 
plan consists in faith, repentance, confession and bap
tism. Therefore, in order to be saved, sinners must not 
have faith in the Savior but must have faith in the plan. 



They have faith in faith, faith in repentance, faith in 
confession, faith in baptism, and this is what these crit
ics are crying out against. 

If there is or ever was any person who had this 
conception of the gospel or who had this idea of the 
meaning of the word plan or who had no faith except 
the faith here indicated, that soul does not deserve to 
be excoriated and held up to contempt as these young 
liberals are attempting to do. He deserves pity of the 
most sincere sort. He is not worthy of the high intel
lectual treatment that these boys think they are giving 
him. He is not entitled to be credited with very much 
intelligence, and he should be dealt with as a man who 
is barely responsible, if responsible at all. 
m. What is the explanation of this supposed argu

ment? 
Why do these contenders against legalism attribute 

such a miserable conception to those they are oppos
ing? To say that these boys are using this method in 
order to prejudice people in favor of their arguments 
and to blind them to the real truth would not be a chari
table charge to make against these young men. But to 
say that they are sincere in thinking that somebody 
believes this would be as hard to explain as the other 
is to believe. It is possible that these critics once held 
such a view themselves and that in their orientation 
they have grown out of this narrow and legalistic view, 
but they still think that all who agree with what was 
once their preaching and practice, held then and still 
hold this view that they themselves once had? If this 
is not the explanation, then I would be at a loss to give 
any justifiable reason for their use of the term plan. 

The conclusions that these boys desire to reach 
with this argument are very clear. We need no clarifi
cation here. It is evident that they desire to show that 
since our faith is in a Savior and not in a "plan," that 
we can with impunity dispense with any condition of 
salvation mentioned in the scriptures, that obedience 
to the commands of the Lord is not "essential"; we can 
take liberty with God's teaching and adjust it to the 
conditions that individuals may desire to meet and 
eliminate anything that God teaches that may not be 
pleasing to some individuals. There is no doubt but that 
this is what they hope to prove by their quibble. 

It is true that they would deny this in reference to 
any of the conditions of salvation with the exception 
of baptism. They would probably insist that faith is 

essential, that repentance is essential, but evidently 
baptism is optional. If this is the best logic that higher 
education has given these boys, it is a great pity that 
they didn't stay in the cotton patches of the South. 
Cotton pickers were making exactly this same argu
ment in exactly this same spirit and reaching exactly 
this same conclusion before these boys were born, and 
they continue to make such arguments and reach such 
conclusions even to this day; and they haven't had col
lege training and do not boast of academic degrees. 
IV. "Ay, there's the rub." 

We have said that the whole point and purpose in 
the quibble which we are here reviewing is that bap
tism is not one of the conditions of salvation. If any
one thinks that we have misrepresented the men who 
are being reviewed, let that one read the following sen
tences from Roy Key: 

"If we would preach it as do the apostles and not 
present it as a legal step in a plan, we would give a less 
distorted picture of it and would fmd men converted to 
Christ rather than to baptism." 

Here it is clear that he accuses somebody of mak
ing baptism a legal step in a "plan" and of giving a "dis
torted picture" of baptism and thinks that somebody 
converts people to baptism, not to Christ. If this does 
not justify what is said in this article about the charges 
that these men are making against gospel preachers, 
then it would be hard to know what terms one could 
use to convey the idea that we have shown to be the 
cause of the attack made by these contenders. He says 
that if we would preach baptism as the apostles 
preached it-which clearly means that somebody is 
preaching baptism in a different way from that in 
which the apostles preached it. Suppose we preach it 
in the exact terms that the apostles used! What lack we 
yet? And when a man preaches it in some terms dif
ferent from those used by the apostles, how could any
one conclude that what he preaches is not different 
from that which they preached? 

Let us hear some more from brother Key: 
Question: Do not the scriptures clearly con

nect baptism with salvation? 

Answer: They do, and I preach 'baptism for 
the remission of sins,' and 'the gift of the Holy 
Spirit' continuously, leading people, as best I 
can, to make their commitment in faith to Christ 
in their baptism. I regret that erroneous teach
ing causes many people to make it elsewhere 
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and they miss the fullness of the meaning of 
Christian baptism, but many of them still do, in 
fact, give their hearts and lives to Christ, and 
this is what baptism was intended to help them 
accomplish. 

If any gospel preacher ever preached anything dif
ferent from what brother Key says in the first sentence 
of his answer that he preaches, then that gospel 

Preacher is one that I have never met· and in fact if 
' ' ' 

such a man ever preached anything concerning baptism 
that differs from what is stated in this sentence I would 

' 
say that he could not correctly be called a gospel 
preacher. Brother Key wants to lead people to do, ac
cording to this statement, exactly what all ofus have 
always tried to lead people to do and what some of us 
have definitely led several thousand people to do in our 
preaching experience. But, according to the second 
sentence of the answer here quoted, somebody has 
taught something different from this, and which is such 
a grave error, that it has led people to reject baptism 
entirely and to commit themselves to Christ on some 
tenns other than the tenns named by the Lord Jesus 
Christ or the apostles. This is an astonishing statement 
from a man who is intellectual and educated, but who, 
from the evidence here cited, is badly confused. What 
is the logic of the statement? It is this: Baptism is for 

the remission of sins. It also has as its object the receiv
ing of the gift of the Holy Spirit; it is connected with 
salvation; it is the act that the Lord has ordained as an 
expression of one's faith in Christ and as a pledge of 
one's commitment to Christ. But, mark this, because 
somebody has taught error about baptism, all of the 
purpose that the Lord has intended for baptism to have 
is defeated; and the act itself is made null and void· and 

' 
people may find Christ, find salvation, find remission 
of sins, find the gift of the Holy Spirit and all the other 
blessings promised on the conditions of the gospel by 
substituting terms of their own invention and choice 
instead of complying with the terms named by the Holy 
Spirit! Here is a man arguing that one error will jus
tify another error-that two wrongs will make a right! 
And the boy who makes this argument is a good boy; 
he has degrees from the colleges. He could have gone 
to heaven from the cotton patch of Alabama, but it is 
seriously doubtful that anybody can go to heaven from 
the classrooms of modernists and infidels. 

G. C. Brewer, deceased 

{The above article first appeared in the Gospel 
Advocate June 23, 1955. It is as timely now as when 
written, and shows once again there is "no new thing 
under the sun "-Dobbs.) 

The Spirit's Intercession in Prayer 
By Graham Cain 

(Editor's note: There has been much discussion 
over the years about the meaning of Romans 8:26-
27, where Paul wrote, 

And in like manner the Spirit also helpe/11 our 
infirmity: for we know not how to pray as we 
ought; but the Spirit himself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered; 
and he that searcheth the hearts lazoweth what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh inter
cession for the saints according to the will of 
God. 

Some think the Holy Spirit makes the unullerable 
groanings and intercedes for himself Others say the 
human spirit groans in a way that cannot be uttered, 
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and the Holy Spirit makes the in tercession. Another 
view is that the human spirit groans, and Jesus makes 
intercession. Brother Cain, in this thought-provoking 
article, makes some valid points that deserve to be con
sidered-Dobbs.) 

I f the Holy Spirit intercedes on behalf of a person 
in prayer today, then it is confined to the present 
age. There is absolutely no indication that the Holy 

Spirit made such intercession in either the Patriarchal 
or the Jewish dispensations, even though people 
groaned under intense burdens. 



If God heard the groanings of the Israelites while 
they were in Egyptian bondage (Acts 7:34), without 
help from the Holy Spirit, why cannot God know the 
groanings of his people today. Why does he need the 
intercession of the Holy Spirit? 

The Bible teaches the Holy Spirit revealed the 
mind of God to us, so why would it be necessary for 
the Holy Spirit to reveal our mind to God? 

In the work of the Godhead the Father plans, the 
Son executes, and the Holy Spirit organizes. For the 
Holy Spirit to step out of his assigned place in the di
vine scheme is without evidence and contrary to the 
precise nature and function of the three divine beings. 

If spirit of verse 26 means "Holy Spirit," it follows 
that he cannot articulate clearly, though he is God. It 
is strange that the Holy Spirit who, according to this 
view, gives vent to groanings which cannot be uttered, 
was selected to speak the revelation of infinite wisdom 
to hwnan agents (John 16: 13). Paul says the Spirit 
spoke plainly, or expressly (I Tim. 4:I). The Holy 
Spirit does not lack conununication skills. 

The Greek word for ''maketh intercession" in verse 
26 is not the same as the word used in verse 27 and 
translated "maketh intercession." There must be a rea
son for using two different words. According to 
Thayer, the word in verse 26 means ''to intercede for 
one." MacKnight says, "as persons do who assist one 
another in carrying heavy loads." In the garden Jesus 
said to the apostles, "The spirit is willing but the flesh 
is weak." The willing spirit may aid the weak flesh by 
helping bear the burden of infirmity with "groanings 
which cannot be uttered." Of the word used in verse 27 
and translated "maketh intercession," Thayer says, "to 
go to meet a person, especially for the purpose of con
versation, consultation or supplication." The word in 
verse 26 carries with it the idea of "side-by-side inter
cession," and the word in verse 27 means "represent
ing as in mediation." 

There is convincing evidence that the groaning 
spirit of verse 26 is the human spirit. The spirit of man 
which is in him knows the things of a man ( 1 Cor. 
2:11). Redeemed humans groan within themselves 
(Rom. 8:23). The saved human groans in contempla
tion of heaven (2 Cor. 5:2). The ones who groan in 
verse 26 are the saved because the intercession of verse 
27 is "for the saints." 

The heart-searcher who hears the groaning of the 

human spirit and "maketh intercession for the saints" 
is Jesus. 

•Jesus is identified as "he that searcheth the reins 
and hearts" (Rev. 2:23). 

•Christ Jesus "also maketh intercession for us" 
(Rom. 8:34). (Incidentally, the same Greek word is 
translated "intercession" here as is used in verse 27.) 

•The intercession of verse 27 is "mediation." Jesus 
is the only mediator between man and God (I Tim. 
2:5). There are many intercessors in the sense of"as
sisting one another in carrying heavy loads," but only 
one intercessor in the sense of"a go-between." 

•Jesus is our advocate (1 John 2:1). 

• Jesus is our high priest, representing us in heaven 
(Heb. 2: I7). 

•''Wherefore also he is able to save to the uttennost 
them that draw near unto God through him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. 7:25). 
Vine says the word ever means, "at all times, always, 
evermore ... on all occasions" (Vine's Expository Dic
tionary of New Testament Words, page 386). Jesus is 
our high priest in perpetuity (Heb. 7:3). 

It is not the function of the Holy Spirit to com
pete with Jesus but to glorify Jesus (John 16:I4). Ro
mans 8:26-27 is affirming that our human spirits, in 
view of earthly distress and in anticipation of death and 
eternity, make intercession (pleading) for us in our in
firmity with groanings which cannot be uttered. The 
great heart-searcher and heart-knower, Jesus, looks on 
the groanings of the human spirit and presents them, 
acting as high priest and mediator, to Jehovah as a 
prayer. We pray to the Father through the Son-not 
through the Holy Spirit. 

2244 Mountain View Dr 
Hurst, TX 76054 

HOUSEPARENTSNEEDED 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 
HOUSEPARENTS 

Contact 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 • Medina, TX 78055 
Phone (512) 589-2871 

FF 

March 1993 19 
Flrm Foundadon 



The Plight of Christian 
Public Servants 

By Steve Springer 

As the world continues to close in on Christian 
morality, the faithful see evidence in all quarters of the 
attempts by agnostics, atheists, and others to press their 
form of beliefs in everything. Those Christians who 
aspire to, or who are presently serving in an elected of
fice must be aware of and prepared to deal with fresh 
assaults on their beliefs. Although the sinful behavior 
now accepted by many is not new, the general approval 
for this behavior is new. 

Recently, we read with dismay that the school 
board for District 24 in Queens, New York, was sus
pended by the school chancellor. It appears that the 
school board refused to implement the curriculum 
which contains material about, among other things, 
homosexuality. The curriculum recommends that first 
graders must make do with sodomite and lesbian books 
such as Daddy's Roommate, Heather Has Two 
Mommies, and Gloria Goes to Gay Pride. Although it 
is offensive enough to offer our youth these types of 
information, it is much worse than I am prepared to 
discuss in this article. The point remains that elected 
officials, particularly in all local government units, are 
faced with tough decisions which can indeed cost them 
their jobs. This board, realizing that homosexuality was 
an individual choice and not something they had to 
choose, is concerned about sending the message of 
social indifference which weakens social prompting 
toward heterosexuality. 

The Christian elected officials find themselves in 
an even more untenable situation. Proposing curricu
lum that lends support to this type of belief forces the 
official to come to grips with passages in the New Tes
tament which strictly forbid homosexual behavior. 
Romans 1 overtly condemns homosexual behavior in 
verses 26 and 27. Moreover, we read in a long list of 
exhortations in 1 Corinthians 6 a number of sins in-
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eluding those mentioned in verse 9: 

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not in
herit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with 
mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit 
the kingdom of God. 

Although the current secular argument defends 
homosexual behavior by many reasons, one argument 
that Christians condone all other types of sin and "pick 
on" homosexuals is simply untrue. These verses cite 
the notion that all types of sexual perversion are im
proper and incorrect. Even as low as our society has 
sunk in morality, our elections in the last few years 
have demonstrated the revulsion of the public against 
adultery. Unfortunately, even that revulsion is passing 
the way of "politically correct thinking" and is being 
considered as okay, the same as homosexuality. We are 
electing homosexual candidates and those who have 
committed adultery and virtually every other type of 
perversion. So how does the Christian elected official 
deal with the situation? 

It may become even more difficult for a Christian 
to be elected as a public official. First, we know that 
some government officials will be subjected to the "lit
mus" test regarding their opinions on abortion and, if 
they are not pro-choice, they may lose party support. 
Predictably the issue of homosexuality may indeed be
come more of a banner issue. The candidate or elected 
official may soon be faced with voting on issues that 
a few years ago would not even be considered on an 
agenda. Society at that time had a sense of general 
morality. Those who followed at least the essence of 
Christian conduct were in control. Fringe elements of 
immorality were hidden and not revered or cherished. 



At times now we see these immoral actions almost 
applauded. 

To prevent our country's heading into the Sodom
and-Gomorrah way as seen in Genesis 18 and 19, the 
Christian elected official must take heart and stand fast. 
Officials must reason the answers out in light of scrip
ture. To do this, I would ask that each prospective of
ficial or current official use the following questions as 
a guide: 

1. Is this activity I would sanction ifl voted for it 
considered evil as defined by Romans I: 18-32 or 1 
Cor. 6:9-1 0? 

2. Could the regulation, bill, or law appear to fos
ter evil or could it be connected with an activity that 
is evil? See I Thessalonians 5:21-23. 

3. Do I have any moral doubts about supporting 
this activity? If so, should I not question the activity? 
See Ephesians 5:1 . 

4. Am I supporting this bill, law, or regulation in 
order to be popular with those who elected me or to 

~outbtuestern 
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BIBLE COT\TJFEJRENCE 
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be pleasing to God? See Galatians 1:10 and Romans 
12:2. 

The difficulty in answering the voting guide will 
become more intense in the future. However, the 
Christian must realize that there are others who face the 
same challenges. Muster the strength of God and the 
Christians in the community. Even a few can make a 
great difference. Remember the story of Gideon and, 
most of all, our Savior. Christ overcame all temptation 
and all earthly foes. With the help of God you can be 
a moral elected official. 

3008 Bent Tree 
Schertz, TX 78154 

(Editor's note: This is the first article the Firm 
Foundation has published from Steve Springer. 
Brother Springer is a member of the Northern Oaks 
congregation in San Antonio, Texas, and is the Admin
istrator at Southwest Texas State University at San 
Marcos, Texas, and is a member of his local school 
board. Thank you, Dr. Springer, for an excellent ar
ticle-Dobbs.) Fp 
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spiritual backbone of congregations and families 

across the country ... 

ENGRAVING 
HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

• a comprehensive curriculum designed for 
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• a 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 
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for spiritual growth and training 
• encourages parental involvement and 

family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available for free 
45-day examination. For information, write or call: 

Dearman Graphics & Publications 
309 East Lawnwood Drive 

Collierville, TN 38017 
(901) 854-6895 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Sarah 
. ·r 
-~ 

By Charline Lemonds Sexton l ~j 

Today when close relatives many, the combination 
of genes often multiplies the chances for hereditary 
defects and wealmesses such as diabetes, hemophilia, 
cystic fibrosis, retardation, and other problems. Evi
dently in the earlier centuries of human existence, this 
was not such an outstanding threat. In some cases, it 
seems that the only options were to many a relative or 
remain single. Cleopatra, who was born in 69 B.C., 
was required by Egyptian tradition to many her young
est brother, Ptolemy XIV. In some cases, the people in
volved found it advantageous to marry a sister or 
brother to retain the power and the wealth for the fam
ily and their posterity. 

In many Asian cultures, the parents of a young boy 
would select a bride for him, since she would become 
a member of their family and, thus, mus( be compat
ible. A dowry was often paid to the bride's family, 
because they would no longer have her services in per
forming the various chores for which she had been 
trained. In the case of Sarah and Abraham, since the 
father of the bride and the father of the groom were one 
person, no doubt there was no dowry arrangement. 
Though the Bible does not give the names of the wives 
of Terah, according to an old tradition, Abraham's 
mother was Y ona, while the mother of Sarah was 
Tehevita. 

Much of Genesis deals with Abraham and his beau
tiful wife; according to Genesis 11:29-30, "The name 
of Abram's wife was Sarai. ... But Sarai was barren; 
she had no child." This was at a time when sterility in 
a woman was regarded as a curse from God. Abraham 
had been promised that God would "make thy seed as 
the dust ofthe earth" (Gen. 13:16). Abram and Sarai 
were no doubt puzzled as to how God was planning to 
carry out this promise. 

They had been husband and wife for several de
cades when God told Abram to leave his country and 

22 March 1993 
Firm Foundation 

go to "a land that I will shew thee" (Gen. 12:1 ). By the 
time they finally reached Canaan, Sarai was probably 
at least 65 years of age. Then a major problem arose: 
The first famine mentioned in God's word took place 
in Canaan, and Abram and his family were forced to 
leave and seek food elsewhere, since "the famine was 
grievous in the land" (Gen. 12:1 0). That is when they 
went into Egypt, and Abram no doubt pondered over 
the dangers they might face in this strange country of 
which he !mew little. He encouraged his wife to de
ceive and also paid a great compliment to this woman 
to whom he had been married for about half a century. 
Her coloring would have been lighter and her features 
probably more delicate than those of most of the Egyp
tian women. Abram feared that the king might kill him 
and take Sarai for his own harem, as he told her, "I 
know thou art a fair woman to look upon . .. . Say 
... thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for 
thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee" 
(Gen.12: 11, 13). Sarai did as she was told. 

Pharaoh took the lovely Sarai into his harem, 
probably for purification processes, and rewarded her 
"brother" as he "entreated Abram well for her sake" 
(Gen. 12: 16). When God sent plagues of some sort 
onto Pharaoh and his house, Pharaoh must have made 
inquiry and found that Abram had deceived him. He 
called Abram and reproached him but told his men to 
be tolerant and to help them as they left the land with 
their sizable entourage. Since Hagar was Egyptian, it 
is likely that she was one of those who left Egypt with 
them. 

Though "Abram was very rich in cattle, and in sil
ver, and in gold" (Gen. 13:2), he was still sad because 
of the lack of a son. After he had returned to his home 
in Bethel, he reminded God, "Behold, to me thou hast 
given no seed" (Gen. 15:3). Sarai seems to have de
cided that she was standing in the way of this prom-



ise, so she suggested that her servant Hagar be the 
means of fulfillment of God's promise. Thus when 
Abram was 86 years old and Sarai about 76, he became 
the father of Ishmael. To most women of today, this 
unselfish act of Sarai is beyond our comprehension. 
The time and the place and the standards were differ
ent from our own, but Sarai must have felt very secure 
in her husband's love for her, else she could not have 
suggested such an action. 

When Sarah was about 90 years old, she and Abra
ham journeyed into Gerar, where Abimelech was the 
king, and they again said that Sarah was Abraham's 
sister. Because Abimelech took Sarah to be his wife, 
God told the king in a dream that she was Abraham's 
wife. Abimelech had probably wanted Sarah as one of 

his wives because she was a member of a rich and 
powerful family, and this liaison would strengthen his 
own position. It is hard to believe that he coveted a 
woman of her age for her beauty. Abraham excused 
his actions by explaining that "she is my sister; she is 
the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my 
mother; and she became my wife" (Gen. 20: 12). It is 
said that the most dangerous lie is one which has some 
elements of truth in it, since it is harder to detect and 
disprove a half-truth. Every Christian should be very 
careful about telling or implying that which is only 
partly true. We should be diligent in teaching children 
regarding holding the truth in great respect. 

P. 0. Box 8400 
Fort Worth, TX 76124 
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April 4-7, 1993 
uchallenges of the Local Church,, 

9:30 A. M ............................................ Value of the Local Church ................................................................... Winfred Clark 
10:30 A.M ............................................ Conunitment to the Local Church ....................................................... Eddie Whitten 
7:30 P. M ............................................. Lifting Up the Christ ............................................................................ Wayne Coats 

Monday, AprilS, 1993 
9:00 A. M. ........................................... Grievous Wolves Shall Enter in ............................................................ Hardeman Nichols 

10:00 A. M ............................................ The Work of the Holy Spirit ................................................................ Noah Hackworth 
11:00 A. M. .. ......................................... Prayer ................................................................................................... Eddie Whitten 

1:30 P.M ............................................. Coping with the Divorce Dilemma ..................................................... Richard Melson 
2:30 P. M ............................................. Authority of Elders ............................................................................... Lon Mohondro 
3:30 P. M ............................................. Uberalism ............................................................................................. Wayne Coats 
7:00 P. M ............................................. Congregational Singing 
7:30 P. M ............................................. Role of Women in the Church ........................................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Tuesday, April~ 1993 
9:00 A. M ............................................ Building Upon a Rock .......................................................................... Hardeman Nichols 

10:00 A. M ............................................ United We Stand .................................................................................. Emmitt Channell 
11:00 A. M. .. ......................................... Inspiration of the Bible ........................................................................ Warren Kenney 

1:30 P.M ............................................. Saving Our Youth ................................................................................. Fred Davis 
2:30 P. M ............................................. Music in the Church ............................................................................ lindell Mitchell 
3:30 P. M ............................................. New Testament Teaching on Giving ................................................... Jody Apple 
7:00 P. M ............................................. Congregational Singing 
7:30 P. M ............................................. The Home As God Would Have It ....................................................... Joe Gilmore 

Wednesday, April7, 1993 
9:00 A. M ............................................ Seeking the Lost ................................................................................... Hardeman Nichols 

10:00 A.M ............................................ The Church-Not a Denomination ...................................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
11:00 A. M. .. ......................................... Keep Thyself Pure ................................................................................ linden Mitchell 

1:30 P.M ............................................. Deacons and TheirWork ..................................................................... Lon Mohondro 
2:30 P. M ............................................. Acceptable Worship ............................................................................ Warren Kenney 
3:30 P. M ............................................. Stimulating Growth in the Local Church ............................................ Jody Apple 
7:00 P. M ............................................. Congregational Singing 
7:30 P. M ............................................. Are We Losing Our Identity? ................................................................ Joe Gilmore 

Lunch served at noon each day by the ladles of the Coventry Hills congregation. 

Bob Eddy, Director 
Coventry Hills Church of Christ 

1339 S. Hanover Street • Pottstown, Pennsylvania 19464 
215-326-4028 
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Potpourri. .•......••. 
The Firm Foundation is grateful for our many 

loyal readers, and especially for the words of encour
agement and commendation that come to us from all 
across the nation. Here are a few sample comments: "I 
enjoy your articles very much. Things going on in our 
brotherhood are frightening. If we fail to stand up for 
the truth in a few years we will lose it. .. .I encourage 
others to subscribe. You have made the paper's appear
ance and readability the finest brotherhood journal. 
Keep up the good work .... At least one church in our 
area has split, and several congregations are being torn 
apart by liberalism ... .I have fmished reading the Firm 
Foundation for January 1993. I am happy to say they 
are all excellent. I especially liked "Homosexual Popu
lation" and "Gentle Dialogue." I also appreciate the 
Missionary Report. I look forward to the paper each 
month .... Thanks for a good magazine .. .I want to 
thank you for the outstanding work you are doing with 
the Firm Foundation in upholding the word of truth. 
I look forward to seeing each copy." 

Your expressions of appreciation make our labor 
seem light and easy. We shall never forsake ~W" post 
nor cease our efforts to stem the tide of liberalism 
threatening the church. We remind you of the urgent 
need to increase our readership. Subscriptions have 
come in significant nwnbers in the past several months, 
but we still have a long way to go. Please continue to 
help us. Our best advertising is word-of-mouth adver
tising. Recommend us to you friends. 
Students' Bill of Rights 

Roever Communications ofFort Worth, Texas, has 
printed the following on the rights of students on a 
public school campus: 

I. The right to meet with other religious students. 
The Equal Access Act allows students the 
freedom to meet on campus for the purpose of 
discussing religious issues. 

II. The right to identify your religious beliefs 
through signs and symbols. 

III. The right to talk about your religious beliefs 
on campus. Freedom of speech is a fundamen
tal right mandated in the Constitution. 

IV. The right to distribute religious literature on 
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campus. The right to distribute literature 
may not be restricted simply because it is 
religious. 

V. The right to pray on campus. Students may 
pray alone or with other students so long as 
it does not disrupt school activities or is not 
forced on others. 

VI. The right to carry and study your Bible on 
campus. The Supreme Court has said that 
only state-directed Bible reading is unconsti
tutional. 

VII. The right to do research papers, speeches, 
and creative projects with religious themes. 

VIII. The right to be exempt. Students may be ex
empt from activities and class content that 
contradict their religious beliefs. 

IX. The right to celebrate or study religious holi
days on campus. 

X. The right to meet with school officials. The 
first amendment to the constitution forbids 
Congress to make any law that would restrict 
the right of the people to petition the govern
ment (school officials). 

Some of this is a tad denominational and, therefore, 
unacceptable, but much of it reminds us that public 
schools have no right to attempt to kick God off cam
pus, and students do have the right to openly affirm 
faith in the Creator-and should be encouraged to do so. 
TheNEA 

The NEA (National Education Association) re
ported spending $4,746,442.00 on "Human and Civil 
Rights." Of course, this means "rights" as the NEA 
defmes them, and includes such "rights" as abortion, 
the gay and lesbian agenda, affrrmative action quotas, 
the Equal Rights Amendment, and banning "sexist" 
words and concepts. 
HIV 

Is it any wonder that the HIV is spreading among 
teenagers? Among tenth-graders in Washington, D.C., 
two-thirds of boys and one-fourth of girls report hav
ing recently had four or more sex partners. These 
youngsters are a recruiting pool for our AIDS popula
tion. Confronted with the grim shadow of AIDS, edu-



cators can think only of distributing condoms and ap
pealing for "safe sex." But promiscuity, especially 
among the young, will always overwhelm "safe sex." 
Men and women who are casual about sex are not 
likely to be scrupulous about the details- The Wall 
Street Journal. 
Humanism 

Humanism believes there are no absolutes, no 
right, no wrong-that moral values are self-determined 
and situational. Do your own thing, as long as it does 
not harm anyone else. Humanism believes in the re
moval of the distinctive roles of male and female. 

We wonder about those who deny the Bible is an 
objective standard of right (a pattern) and who push the 
feminist agenda. Are they really any better than the 
humanists? By the way, what ever happened to Car
roll Osburn's book on the role of women in the 
church? He promised last February it would soon be 
in print. Maybe his backers backed out. Maybe he 
backed out. Hope so! 
Education 

Joe Fernandez runs the nation's largest school sys
tem (New York). Fernandez is promoting a curriculum 
that includes a section entitled "Fostering Positive At
titudes Toward Sexuality." First grade teachers are 
encouraged to "include references to lesbian/gay 
people in all curricular areas." The suggested reading 
list features such titles as Heather Has Two Mommies, 
about a little girl, her mother, and her mother's lesbian 
lover. Daddy 's Roommate includes an illustration of 
two men in bed. 

The Queens board refused-the president of the 
local board has described the passages on gays as "gay/ 
lesbian propaganda" that promotes sodomy and vio
lates parents' religious rights. Fernandez has accused 
her of a "malicious and highly organized campaign" 
to scare parents. 

New York today-your town tomorrow. Think 
about it! 
Wild Women 

In his February 1992 attack on Bible-based teach
ing about the position of man in the family and the 
church, Carroll Osburn, "distinguished" professor at 
ACU, talked about the "Archie Bunker'' syndrome. He 
spoke of men "screeching like monkeys" and ridiculed 
male leadership. Now comes a new book entitled 
Women Who Run with Wolves. The wild woman, ac-

cording to Jungian psychologist Clarissa Pinko Ia Estes, 
"is at odds with civilized society that deadens animal 
instincts. For women, the enemy is also a society that 
values a woman's niceness more than her creativity." 
Estes wants women to run wild and "screech like mon
keys." How about that, professor Osburn? 
God Reigns 

According to Stephen Chapman, syndicated col
umnist, the city of Zion, Illinois, lost a court battle over 
its municipal seal which consisted of a cross with the 
words God Reigns. A federal appeals court, unable to 
deny the obvious, said the motto violated the First 
Amendment's ban on any government establishment 
of religion, and the Supreme Court let the decision 
stand. So the city held a contest to come up with a new 
design and then asked the winner to make one little 
change in her submission: adding the words In God We 
Trust. The difference between God Reigns and In God 
We Trust may seem inconsequential, but the city offi
cials know that all American currency and coins carry 
the latter phrase and that the Supreme Court has often 
indicated its tolerance of this sentiment. 
Mission News 

Perry B. Cotham returned from a trip to India, De
cember 21, 1992. Many thousands of Bibles were dis
tributed. Cotham reports the church continues to grow 
rapidly in all oflndia. 
Home Schooling 

Members of the Lord's church who home educate 
their children, or who plan to do so, gather each fall at 
Chula Vista Campground and Retreat near Pell City, 
Alabama. The 1992 meeting featured Winford Clai
borne ofFreed-Hardeman University speaking on the 
dangers of immorality and the threat of AIDS. Brad 
Bromling of Apologetics Press in Montgomery, Ala
bama, spoke concerning methods of teaching the truth 
regarding the origin of things. The next meeting is 
scheduled for October 11-15, 1993. For more informa
tion contact Mark & Teah Me Whorter, Rt 6, Box 50 10, 
Pell City, Alabama 35125, phone (205) 338-1843. 
Lectureships 

The brethren in Greer, South Carolina, 1215 South 
Main St., Greer, SC 29652 announce the 49th Annual 
Carolina Lectureship. 

The interesting and informative program will be 
presented April4-8, 1993. For information call (803) 
877-8951. 
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The Northridge church will conduct its second an
nual Firm Foundation Western Ohio Lectureship June 
6-10, 1993. The director of the lectureship is Fred 
Davis. The program is presented each year at 2211 
Needmore Road, Dayton, Ohio 45414. For additional 
information call (513) 274-6801. 

The Teton Family Encampment will be July 11 -15, 
1993. For reservations ca111 -800-628-9988. For more 
information call Mark Hanstein (303) 249-4866, or 
write P. 0. Box 612, Montrose, CO 81401. The theme 
of the encampment is "Victory in Jesus." 

Understandest Thou 
What Thou Readest? 

By Jess Hall, Jr. 

Thus, Philip asked the Ethiopian nobleman. It was 
a question designed both to introduce and to gain at
tention. It did both so well that, after intervening 
preaching, the nobleman asked his own question: "See, 
here is water. What doth hinder me to be baptized?" 

Between the two questions, Philip, beginning 
where the nobleman was reading, preached Jesus to 
him. We don't know how long the sermon lasted. We 
don' t know how far it was from the place of beginning 
to the place ofbaptism. Between those two points there 
was successful (understood) communication. 

What can we learn from this? First, not everyone 
understands the word when he reads it. The nobleman 
did not. He needed guidance. 

Second, the word is understandable. The nobleman 
did not understand what he read. He knew he did not 
understand. He knew that he could understand if some
one would guide him. The nobleman wanted to under
stand. Accordingly, he gladly listened to Philip. Now 
he had to judge him. He wanted to understand. He 
heard Philip. Now he had to judge the accuracy (truth
fulness) of what Philip said. How could this be done 
when he did not understand what he read? Read on. 

Third, he judged Philip' s accuracy (truthfulness 
based on what he read, what he knew, and what Philip 
said). He did not judge it based on his personal percep
tion. The nobleman did not respond: 

Of course I understand. Since the understanding 
of scripture is subjective (depends on the percep
tion oftJ:e reader/hearer), it is impossible to mis
understand scripture. Its message is whatever I 
want it to be. If we don't have the same percep
tion, then truth is different for each of us. 
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He had more sense than that. Most people do--ex
cept in matters of religion. Most people have more sense 
than that in most matters of religion. The mental gym
nastics start when they have already rejected the word's 
teaching and must explain that rejection. For years de
nominations have excused doctrinal variance from the 
word by asserting: "It doesn't make any difference what 
you believe (perceive) as long as you are sincere." We 
are now hearing that song in the church. Its music is no 
more "on key" when entitled the "new hermeneutic" 
and intoned by brethren. Instead of making himself the 
standard, the nobleman judged Philip's teaching by his 
reason and by what he did know. Is this not the road 
traveled each time we journey from ignorance to under
standing? We receive teaching concerning what we do 
not understand; we filter it through reason and known 
truth and conclude the teaching is truth or error. It could 
have been no different in the nobleman's chariot. 

Fourth, we need to seek opportunities to teach the 
word. Our failure to reach and teach creates an abhor
rent vacuum that someone will fill. A brotherhood dedi
cated to the idea (as opposed to the practical application) 
of the great commission is ready for the plucking by 
those who declare that if we soften biblical teaching we 
can "reach more people." They urge that we need only 
to endorse a little adultery here, a little instrumental or 
"special" music there, a little female preaching yonder, 
with a little social drinking thrown in to wash it all 
down. This may be the case, but these "more people" 
will not be reached with the word and its saving mes
sage. Before conversion, the Corinthians had many sin
ful habits. Paul could have reached "more people" ifhe 



had condoned their heathen ways, but he did not com
promise. When some Corinthians became new crea
tures, Paul said, "Such were some of you." They left 
their sinful habits behind. 

Fifth, we need to teach the word in a way that is 
correct and understandable. Those who are teachers of 
the word have a duty to be correct. Otherwise, the warn
ing that teachers shall receive a greater judgment is 
without meaning. One can teach what he will without 
fear of judgment, reprisal, or correction. If there is no 
duty to teach truth, a teacher cannot teach error. The 
scripture's warnings concerning false teachers are, at 
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Cotham~ Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Emma Lazarus' great inscription on the Statue of 
Liberty reads: 

Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to be free; 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed, to me: 
I will lift my lamp beside the golden door. 

Many people, coming to our shores, have read 
those words of welcome. There is another word of wel
come, far more important, in the words of Jesus: 

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and Jearn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light 
(Matt. 11 :28-30). 

The blessed Son of God extended to mankind an 
invitation which no other king, prophet, priest, or seer 
had ever dared to offer. To every one that is weary and 
heavy laden, Christ said, "Come . . .I will give you rest." 

This gracious invitation implies some things. First, 
it implies that those invited are away from Christ but not 
because they were born in sin and away from the Lord. 
The false doctrine of inherited total depravity-that "all 
men are conceived and born in sin"-is found in some 
human creeds. This untrue doctrine of"original sin" 
requires its companion false teaching-the direct mi
raculous operation of the Holy Spirit in conversion. 

The Bible says: 
Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear: but your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hid his face 
from you, that he will not hear (I sa. 59: 1-2). 

Every accountable person is away from God, not 
because he was born depraved, but because of sins he 
himself committed-his own transgressions-his own 
iniquities. 

Since man is the one that has departed, he is the one 
who must return. Gospel preachers do not spend time in 
their preaching persuading God, Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit to come down to convict and convert sinners. 
"Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade 
men" (2 Cor. 5:11 ). God, Christ, and the Spirit are 
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ready: "Thou art a God ready to par
don, gracious and merciful" (2 Pet. 
3 :9; Luke 15: 11-24). Therefore, sin
ners are the ones who need to be per
suaded to accept God's offer of salva
tion by obeying his commands to be
lieve and be baptized (Mark 16: 16). 

"All sin and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 
3:23). Therefore, every mature person who has not ac
cepted the gospel call by obedience to the Lord is with
out Christ and is lost in sin. Paul said of the Ephesians 
before their conversion: "At that time ye were without 
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel 1 

and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world" (Eph. 2: 12). Jesus 
said, "Ifye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins" (John 8:24). If you "die in your sins: whither I go, 
ye cannot come" (John 8:21). 

The Savior's invitation implies the invited can 
come, and that it is up to them to accept the invitation. 
"Search the scriptures, because ye think that in them ye 
have eternal life; and they are they which testify of me; 
And ye will not come to me, that ye may have life" 
(John 5:39-40). He did not say that they could not come. 
So, if any sinner is eternally lost, it is not God's fault, nor 
Christ's, nor the Holy Spirit's, but it will be because the 
Savior's offer of mercy was refused. 

In Matthew 23:37 the Master describes a sad scene. 
After Jesus had preached his farewell sermon in the 
Jerusalem temple, he went across the valley of 
Jehoshaphat and climbed the Mount of Olives, from 
whose summit he looked back and said, 

0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto 
thee, how often would I have gathered thy chil
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her chick
ens under her wings, and ye would not. 

The invitation promises peace and comfort to all 
who accept it. Christ said, "Come unto me, and I will 
give you rest." His yoke is easy. His burden is light. 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie. TX 75051 
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TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $1 50.00 
for 5 lines; $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 
lines. $240.00 for 8 lines. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 
SEND NO MONEY. 

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 
FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 
GREA TERFAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

CALIFORNIA 
ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile 
from Disneyland). (714) 535-6170. Send particulars 
of loved ones in this area; we will contact them. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinne loa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy N on Altadena Dr. 

TWENTYNINEP ALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or friends. 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. -----
UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER
NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin 
Morrow, minister, 883-5232. 

C 
central 

BURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 South ChW'Ch St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson. 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 
CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11, A.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Billy R. Davidson. minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
usc Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30P.M. (904} 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

JACKSONVILL&-WESCONNETI CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAK.ELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tarniami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, 
minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. Phone (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, 
evangelist. 

SEBRING-904 Fainnount Drive. (813) 385-7443. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Jack H. 
McGhee, evangelist. 

GEORGIA 

ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . 
(404) 299-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50 A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 
miles inside 1-285) 

BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off I-75. S on Hwy 
49 (1 mi.) to Hwy42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. 
Call (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

MINNESOTA 

DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

MISSOURI 

BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
St. Sun. 8:15A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. 
9:30, 10:20 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (417) 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

MONTANA 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. 

OHIO 

TENNESSEE 

MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
(901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-
0617. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off I-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
137 Souder Drive, Hurst, 76053. (817) 282-3239, 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Bill 
Clayton, Eddie Whitten, preachers. 

KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713)-
351-4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA 24073. Sun. 
10, 11 A.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. 
(703) 382-7837. 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church 
St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
703-382-7777. 

MAX MEADOWS-FT. CHISWELLCHURCH OF 
CHRIST-Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 
Vz mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 
10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann M. Lee, 
evangelist. 703-637-4244: 703-223-1787. 

WYOMING 

RANCHESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST in the 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson RanchMart Center. Sun. 9, 10, 12:30. Tues. 7 PM. 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (5 13) 878-0452. D. C. Bob Riech (307) 655-2563. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. 
Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 
11 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, 
minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 

FOREIGN 

The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon. England. 
Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all 
correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 
76095-7876. Classified and d isplay ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired 
month of publication. Ads must be cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Congregation of 125 looking for sound Gospel 
Preacher. Energetic in visitation and personal work. 
Salary negotiable. Send resume and/or tape, photo 
if available. Quitman & Center Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 667, Gladewater, Texas 75647. May call 
(903) 845-5800. 

South suburban congregation near Chicago, 1L 
seeking a full -time gospel preacher sound in the 
faith and able to battle "anti's" and liberalism which 
surround us. We a re small in number, have several 
young couples with children, great love for each 
other, and potential for excellent growth. We have 
no elders at this time. We can provide a home, paid 
utilities, and approx. S200 a week. Also seeking 
financial assistance to help in the support of a full· 
time preacher. For information call Gil Bos 708-
388-5630 or Frank Hansen after 6 P.M. CST. Come 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of scripture refe rences, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending S 11.50 
to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 
92324. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Booklinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

over to Chicago and help us! Please send return Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, .1.:.8.QQ:; 
mail to Worth Church of Christ, %Gilbert D. Bos, 343-0143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 
14440 So. Kenton Ave., Midlothian, 1L 60445 

Wanted: Full-time minister for congregation of about 
100 members. Must be evangelistic minded with 
Bible-centered preaching and teaching ability. 
Experienced, self-motivated family man, 35-50. Send 
resume and video tape to Church of Christ, 1121 N. 
Military Road, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304. For further 
information call elders, Alfred Hartwigsen (716) 
283- 1214, or Wesley Varney (716) 693-1643. 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congregation 
needs energetic, motivated, family man with expe
rience, committed to building positive relationships. 
Husband and wife resumes (and video if available) 
requested with transcripts and profcssional\personal 
recommendations. Salary, benefits and start date ne
gotiable. House and utilities provided. Please reply 
as soon as possible to: Parkview Church of Christ, 
An.ention: Jim Scott, P.O. Box 1083, Warren, M1 
48090. 

Wanted: Couple or family, mission-minded, who 
would like to relocate to northern Wisconsin to help 
evangelize and start a church. Must have support or 
be able to work out. Can help with some support 
and moving expenses. For information call (715) 
474-347 1 or write toR. Howard, W9272 Hobbles 
Creek Rd., Catawba, WI 54515 

Preacher Wanted: Conservative congregation of I40 
looking for sound gospel preacher. Energetic in visi
tation and personal work. Salary negotiable. Horne 
furnished. Send resume and/or tape, photo if avail
able. Hurst St. Church of Christ, 110 Hurst St., 
Center, TX 75935. Phone (409) 598-2372. 
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The Minister's Resource-An invaluable help for 
ministers, each issue of this monthly newsletter con
tains four sermon outlines, four bulletin articles, and 
four mid-week invitations. Sound biblical lessons 
printed on punched paper for binder filing. Sub
scription: S24/year, Sample issue: S4.95. The 
Minister's Resource, Rt. 9, Box 104-A, Valdosta, 
GA3 1601. 

Bus for sale: 1984 Chev., 18 passenger. Front and 
rear A/C, cloth seats, excellent condition. After 5 
P.M.: (502) 527-9747 or (502) 527-1269. 

Correction 
In the January 1993 issue of the Firm 

Foundation we reported that the Christian 
Scholar' s Conference is to be held at Okla
homa Christian University this next summer. 
Turns out the Christian Scholar's Conference 
was hosted by Oklahoma Christian Univer
sity in 1992, and wi ll be on the campus of 
Harding University July 1993. We under
stand that Oklahoma Christian made an ef
fort to tone down the wild-eyed liberalism of 
the Christian Scholar's Conference when it 
was on Oklahoma Christian's campus. Still, 
the Christian Scholar's Conference is a 
mouth ofliberalism and a major source of the 
foolish idea that the Bible is not a pallcm, or 
blueprint for Christian conduct. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Pell City, AL 
35125-9267. Annual retreat, Oct. 11-15, 1993. 

HURRICANE ANDREW VICTIM SEEKS 
TEACHING POSITION: Well-qualified, graduate 
of David Lipscomb and PeabodyNanderbilt, sound 
Christian principles. Prefer English 7-12, typing, and 
bookkeeping. Available for now and nex.t year. Call 
(912) 241-9935. 

A New Book! 
In Splrrt Inc! In lMh 
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TWENTY -SEVENTH ANNUAL LECTURESHIP 
MARCH 28-APRIL 1,1993 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38118 
THEME: "Living In Trust: A Study In The Bible Doctrine of Prayer." 

SUNDA \' , MARCII 28. 199.1 
9:3().10:20A.~I . "Hindered pr:I)'Cf): Yc: Ad • .1\ 0m\: 

Ycr\$'kNot" ... . ... . . • .. 
IO:JO-II :JO A.M. ''llindt"r(.d pra)'cn: l'raycr and the 

Jlusband-Wife Relationsh ip: n oubt ' ' 
6:00- 7:00 1).~1 . "lord. IIC'Ip ~lc in M)' Dimes\" 

.\ 10NOA\',MAitCI-Il9, 199J 
9:JO- 9:50 J\ .M. ''Prayc-rofC'tlr isr for Unity' ' .. . .. • . •. .• . . •. • . 

.. Ht \ A. Turnrr.Sr. 

.. , ....... . Sit \t 1-:llis 
'I h om11~ U. \\':~rr .... n 

. ..... W:.)ne<.:o;~Cs 
10:00- 10:50 A.M. " 0 Lord, J usr for Today, H elp J\'lcTo . , . , , , , , , . , • • • . . , • , ..• ..• • •..... rhoma ~ U, W:~rrcn 
10;00- ! 0:50A . ~I. (Womcn'1 Ciass) " Give Me T hi s Moumain" . . . . ,\biltif' Co llty 
11:00- II :SOAM. ''Pra)cr :and Strcnat hcningthc Ure1hren' ' .... • . . . . ... 'l trr-) Ch.unch 
11 :00- I I:.SOA. M. Clau 1: " In E\er)lhin,Ghc f hani.s" .. . ... . . I.) on Ul:.lr 

ClaH 2: " flray for the Spi ritu3lly Wuk 
and l'rodig.al"............... . . . . . . . .. .. .. . .. .. ll:nld n. Jont'S 

Clas~ 3: "Misconception~: Praying 10 Jesus . lloly Spirit: lm cx-at ions o f S:1 um' ' .U tnn) L:uulun 

11:50- I:IOJl. M. 
1: 10- 2:00P.M. 

Clau .t: ''The l larmony Betw«n l'ra)·erand WtHl. '' . . . . . . . .J rrr J a rnu 
LUNCII 

2:10- 3:00 P.M. 
J : IO· .t:OO P .M. 
4:00- 7:00 l) .i\1. 
7:00- 7:30 ')·"1-
7:!0- S:JO P.M. 

" The Prayer of Rt\trcncc" .... ,..... .. . . 
Class 1: "The PrayinJ, Family' ' •. .. • .... ... . . . 
Class 2: "The ~ ~a~ J.: ing ll cresy l! :qH>sed" 
Clau 3: " Visual Ait.h for Gra des f .(,'' 

(Women'sClass) .. 
::Exarnp_les in !~rJ)er: Most's and Jo\hua" . 

Optn f o rum ..... 
INTf: llMISSION 
CONCHEGATIONALSINGIN(; 
"If You Lack W•sdom, ;\ sk God" 

T UES DAY, MARCII 30, 199J 
9:00- 9:50A.M. "Pra)·er of Christ in Gethscmane" .. 

10:00- IO:SOA.M. "0 Lord. J ust for Today, H elp i\l t'To.. . . . . 
10:00- 10:50A .~I. ''Whtlt Can T heChrhti:an Wo man l)o ,\ bout r he E'il on TC'Ie~ision '' 

11:00-I I:SOA.M. 
11:00·11:50 A.M. 

11:.50- 1:101' .. \1. 
1: 10- 2:00 P.M . 
1:10· 2:00 P .M . 

2: 10- l :OO P.\1 . 
J:JO· .a:OO P . ~I. 
4:00- 7:00 P. M. 
7:00- 7:30 I'.M. 
7:30· 8:30 P .M. 

(Womrn's Clau) .... 
"Pra)cr and Prauing God" 
Clau 1: ''Forgiv.: Us Our Trt'$passcs'' 
Class 2: "Pra y fo r Children a nd the I lome" . . . . . . .... . . . , . 
Cla s.s J: " Misconceptions-Alie ns Praying for Forgivent(\: 

P rayer for ll ol)' Spiru" . . . . . . ..... 
ClaH-': "Tht Rolcof the H oly Spint in Praytr" . 
LUNCII 
"The Prayer in Spirit and Umlemanding" . . 
Class 1: ''l,ra~· to Thy F:uher in Secret" 
Clan 2: " The Max J\ing llerrsy ExposC'd" . . . • .. 
Cl:us J: "\'i~ual Aids for Gr:~des 1-6" (Women·\ Class) 
''Examplts in P r3)tr : Samuel and Da\·id" . 
"0pC'n Forum" . . ......... .•. . , . 
I NT I-:UM ISSION 
CONGUEGA TIONA l SIN(; l NG 
"Does G od ReJIIy An~~C'f P r:l)'trs? (l'raycr and Pro~idencc?l" 

. .. G:.rl:.nd Elkins 
. H•JI>tr t K. T:.)lor, J r. 

... W. Ttrr) V:.rner 

• .. Sllnh lUcht) 
..Cor~l .\l usic 

. .G :u l!tnd Elkin.<~ 

. \\lnrrtd Clark 

.. .JurGIImorc-
. .. Thomll< II . \\'llrrr n 

. .. . Ot hll Oarcus 
. ... , ~oah ll :td.Morlh 

, . ltoiX'Jt Uro"'n 
. .. l.kiilc-rJ\:.miJ 

. ln \ . lt irr.Jr. 
)r,.rilh A. ~~ o~hn. !Or. 

. . . .. l'tfr )' CI, I h;~m 

. . CariOun i"P 
. .. W . T trr) Vtrnt r 

. . . . . . Sarah Hicht) 
. \\ in£ord Cblhornr 

. C.:uland 1-:11.:1ns 

.•. ll ubMcCihh 

\\ EOSI?.'iUA'I'. MAHC II Jl. 1993 
9:00. 9:50 A . \ I. " l' r~ncro(Chr•~t on 1he Cros," ....... . Wiri Cook 

. . Th omll.) U. W:ur~n 10:00-10 :50 A .~1. "0 lord, J ust for roday. Help Me To ... " . 
10:00- IO :SO 1\ .M. '' I hl· UhinHuc Ui<: t: Jes us I h.: I\ read of life'' (Women·~ Class) 

II :00- l i :SOA.M . ''l'ra)er and the Suond t a" of Pardon" 
.•... Corinnt Elkins 

.. Allrn Hobtrlson 
11 :00·11 :50 A .M. Clau: 1: " Con res\ Your l·ault s" .............. . • ........... . .. Jantts W. Ho)d 

Class 2: "Pray for ~ings a nd One's Encnues" . 
C la\s J : "Mi~conn·JHion<~- 1 1flmg Urllnnd ~: 

Calling Upon 1l1e Nantcof the l.()rd" 
Cl:~-;'> -': · ·when Cod's Ans~cr Is No" . 

. . . l':au! S:aln 

. Hogtr Jackson 
. ...•..... . ..•....... G•r> Coli~) 

\ I :SO- t : IOP .M. t U;\CII 
1:10· 2: 10 P .M. 
1:10· 2:10 P .M. 

2: 10- 3:00 P. M. 
3: 10- 4:00 1,.M . 
.t:OO· 7:00 I'.M . 
7:00- 7:30 J•.i\1. 
7:30- 8:30 P . M. 

"I hC" P ra ye r 111 Chmt 's Name" 
Cla~s I: "The Prayer for Peat:e (God 's Role in the t\ (fair) of :O.ko)" . . 
Chr.~s 2: "The M nx King licrc~y Ewostd" . 
Clan 3: "Vi \ual Aid$ for Grades 1-6'' (Women's Class ) 

.... Eddi~ Whillrn 
.. W:t)nt J'rirt 

. . W . Tttr) Vunrr 
. ... Sarah Richt) 

... ... (;:aryMd)adt "l:::umples tn P rayer: J:lbc.: and lle7e\.iah'' 
" Open Fo rum" , , . •. ... • ,, .. . • , (; :uland t-: llo:ins 
lNTEitM ISSION 
<:ONGREC.A'I'IONAL SIS GI NG 
" l•t.t)' Ye.111c Lord of Hanc\1" Mad: l )on 

TII UUSUA\ ' ,AI'ItH. I, I?9J 
9:00- 1):50 A.M. "Prayers of Christ for H is ll isc iple.s ( lndio, idually and Co lleclh·e\y)" .. . . . Krnnell• Gosstll 
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Whoopi Worship- Wineskins Style 
By Bill Lockwood 

It seems that it is all one can do to keep tabs on 
Satan's schemes introduced into the church any more. 
Any person who supposes the devil's influence to have 
been dead among church members needs only to scan 
a few publications circulating among us, and he will 
be grievously shocked at the many unholy practices 

. -::- advocated today. One such came from-the pen of Dan 
· - : Rhodes in Wineskins, November 1992. 

·.Rhodes reviewed the movie, Sister Act, starring 
Whoopi Goldberg. She played the part of a night-club 

' singer named Deloris who was forced to take refuge 
in a Catholic convent. However, unreligious Deloris 
eventually took charge of the choir and fine-tuned it 
into a cutesy stage show where the stiff nuns learned 
to swing to upbeat rhythms. 

Our Wineskinny brother thinks that Deloris' hipsy 
act, which brought people into the cathedral, can work 
for the church if a few of us baggies would learn to get 
with the beat. Though not advocating a choir necessar
ily, Rhodes supposes we can jump with the same 
Motown motion to become "more able communicators 
of the grace of God." Sister Act, he suggests, could 
serve as a "focal point in an intergenerational-sharing 
experience, bridging gaps, decreasing fear, and pro
moting understanding and trust." But Rhodes warns of 
Uncle Scrooges in our assemblies, such as me, who 
"are locked into a particular time period (circa 19 50) 
and see the movie as '"irreverent and frivolous."' 

Well, I have known for a long time that the Lord's 
church is despised by denominational people, but I 
cannot shake the feeling that the mod, liberal jet-set 
among us actually seems to hate it more than these en
emies. What else can one conclude when we are con
tinually bedeviled by such a rehash of blatant 
guilements as that the "traditional" churches are some
how "locked into" a particular time frame and are only 
too mule-headed to change old habits? 

I have never denied that human traditions have 
become more honored to some of our people than the 
word of God. But the bumptious blasts of perverted 
nonsense from Wineskins modernists who chirp that 
we somehow oppose their swingin,' Whoopi-worship 
style because we are "locked into a time frame of the 
1950's" is the biggest bunch of balderdash I've ever 
heard. And this shows that the Shellyite crew cares not 
one whit for the honest and sincere (not to mention 
scriptural) objections that are offered by spiritually
minded persons to their balmy innovations. The Wine
skins crew from Nashville is determined to get their 
way, even to the extent that they will tromp consci
entious objectors with iron-spiked propaganda boots. 

First, the style of music now practiced by the 
church is not 1950's. I suspect that Rhodes knows this 
but says it anyway to score points with a rowdy youth 
who think the passage of time is the same thing as say
ing "obsolete." For one thing, the Catholic song in the 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Do We Have a Choice? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Bible is either God's word, or it is not. 
If God has not given a written revelation 
of himself, we are in hopeless darkness. 

There is no answer to the mystery of life. We 
are crushed under the relentless weight of mul
tiplied complexities and unanswerable questions. 
Without a word from God, our lives are ''pock
marked with needle holes but no stitching." 

There is nothing left but the live-for-the-moment theory: ''Eat, drink, 
and be merry, for tomorrow you die." 

Yes, tomorrow you die. If there is no word from God to give 
us counsel and direction, then we must forever fret under the chok
ing fear of death and all our lifetime be "subject to bondage." If 
the spark of life is forever snuffed out in the waves of the sea or a 
hole in the ground or a crematorium, then life is not worth the liv
ing. Why creak and groan and toil under a burning sun and in a 
dry and desert place if there is nothing after death? If there is no 
light at the end of the tunnel, it is not worthwhile groping along in 
the dark. Either the Bible gives the answer, or there is no answer. 

We have no choice. It is the Bible or nothing. In all of litera
ture there is no other book that can explain our being and destiny. 
All other ''holy" books pale in the presence of the bright light that 
shines from the pages of the Bible. All other books that assert abil
ity to feed the hungry soul of man are condemned and damned by 
the teaching of that one book. It is the Bible or nothing. 

Reasonable people accept the Bible and honor all its claims. 
"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path." 

We lift our faces to heaven and, undaunted, we look to the fu
ture. The resurrection of Jesus gives us assurance. We believe his 
promise: "Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in which all that 
are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that 
have done good, unto the resurrection oflife; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of judgment." There is no election. There 
is no alternative. There is no choice. It is the Bible or nothing. 

Our good sense compels us to accept the Bible as God-breathed 
writing. When we look upon its pages, we soon understand that we 
must accept it all or none at all. It is either the very word of very God, 
or it is a sham. Who among men has the wit to say that one word of 



the Bible is from God and another word of the Bible is not from God? 
The warnings of the "holy men of old who spake as they were 

moved by the Spirit of God" make it obvious that we have no right 
either to aud to or subtract from what is written in the Bible. Paul 
wrote that we must learn not "to go beyond the things that are writ
ten." If we go onward and "abide not in the teaching of Christ," 
we are without God, without hope, without purpose. 

I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the proph
ecy of this book, if any man shall add unto them, God shall add 
unto him the plagues which are written in this book: and if any 
man shall take away from the words of the book of this proph
ecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out 
ofthe holy city, which are written in this book (Rev. 22:18-19). 

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass away, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass away from the law, 
till all things be accomplished Whosoever therefore shall break 
one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, shall 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall 
do and teach them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven (Matt. 5: 18-19). 

But whoso shall cause one of these little ones that believe 
on me to stumble, it is profitable for him that a great millstone 
should be hanged about his neck, and that he should be sunk in 
the depth of the sea (Matt. 18:6). 

For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in 
one point, he is become guilty of all (James 2:1 0). 

In the light ofheaven's warnings it is reckless folly to talk of a 
core gospel as if there is a fringe that can be pardonably cut off. 
We must do the whole of God's will, or we have not done his will 
at all. To disregard what we may foolishly classify as an insignifi
cant law of the Lord is to dishonor the lawgiver. The story of the 
man who picked up sticks on the Jewish Sabbath, the account of 
Nadab and Abihu, the tragedy ofUzzah, the rebellion ofKorah, the 
leprosy of Miriam were written for our admonition ''upon whom 
the ends of the age are come." The thundering voice of the Almighty 
tells us in trumpet tones and with the sound of rushing water that 
we dare not make the slightest change in his word. We are straightly 
warned not to tamper with divine revelation. 

Mortals are not given the indulgence of changing anything what
ever in God's word. We have no choice. God has spoken. Let us 
give the more earnest heed. "How shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great a salvation? which having at the first been spoken through 
the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard." Who among 
men would be so vile as remotely to suggest altering, mutilating, 
adding to, or taking from the priceless truth of divine revelatio~. 
God's word is immutable. It is a quenchless flame. We will face it 
in the last great judgment when we give an account for the deeds 
of the flesh whether good or evil. God will render to every man 
according to his works. 

-----~ 
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The Bible says there is "one body" (Eph. 4:4). 
That one body is the chW'Ch (Eph. I :22-23). Accord
ingly, there is one church of Christ. We have no 
choice. It is the one church of Christ, or it is nothing. 
Denominationalism is division and, therefore, it is sin. 
Sectarianism is wrong and brings in its caravan eter
nal loss. If we reject the teaching of the scriptures 
about the exclusiveness of the church, then we have 
no reason to exist. If the churches of Christ are just 
another denomination among many denominations, we 
should close our doors, sell our property, give the 
money to the poor, and join the Baptists- or, better 
still, go all the way back to the pope. If one church is 
as good as another, and if the churches of Christ are 
like all the rest, and if salvation is in all denomina
tions, then the churches of Christ are worse than use
less. They are vain! 

The conditions of salvation are etched indelibly 
upon the pages of an eternal book. No hwnan has li
cense to bind or loose anything not bound and loosed 
in heaven. Without faith we cannot come to God (Heb. 
11:6). We will repent or perish (Acts 17:30-31). We 
will confess Jesus or be denied by him (Matt. 10:32-
33). We must be ''buried therefore with him through 
baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also 
might walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6:4). In the 
water of baptism our faith saves us and "our old man 
was crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
done away, that so we should no longer be in bond
age to sin" (Rom. 6:6). We must not attempt to erase 
one word of heaven's instruction. Baptism is a burial 
and resurrection and, therefore, it is not sprinkling or 
pouring. Its purpose is receiving the remission of sins 
and, therefore, is not merely a sign of salvation already 
received 

We worship God in prayer, song, study, medita
tion, and sacrifice. The five acts of worship are invio
late. We must eat the Lord's supper, give money to 
the kingdom, preach the word, petition God with 
thanksgiving, and sing. The Bible does not authorize 
the use of mechanical music in the worship of the Al
mighty. It says, "Sing!" Sing is the limit of God's com
mand. Singing ought to be the limit of our practice. 

When God tells us to sing, that is a specific kind 
of music, and his silence as to playing a mechanical 
instrument is prohibitive. When God told Noah to 

4 April 1993 
Firm Foundation 

make the ark of gopher wood and was silent about 
every other kind of wood, Noah was limited to the use 
of gopher wood in the building of the ark. The silence 
may also be permissive. God says, "Sing" and is si
lent concerning a songbook. The command pennits the 
songbook, however, because it does not introduce an
other kind of music but only aids in singing. A child 
can understand this basic principle of scripture. 

We must never turn aside from what God tells us 
to do. We must go along the King's highway, turn
ing neither to the right hand nor to the left, until we 
have passed through this life. 

Ye shall observe to do therefore as Jehovah 
your God hath conunanded you: ye shall not tum 
aside to the right hand or to the left (Deut. 5:32). 

According to the tenor of the law which they 
shall teach thee, and according to the judgment 
which they shall tell thee, thou shalt do; thou 
shalt not tum aside ftom the sentence which they 
shall show thee, to the right hand, nor to the left 
(Deut. 17:11). 

Only be strong and very courageous, to ob
serve to do according to all the law, which 
Moses my servant commanded thee: tum not 
ftom it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayest have good success whithersoever thou 
goest (Josh. I :7). 

Therefore be ye very courageous to keep and 
to do all that is written in the book of the law 
of Moses, that ye tum not aside therefrom to the 
right hand or to the left (Josh. 23:6). 

And he did that which was right in the eyes 
of Jehovah, and walked in all the way of David 
his father, and turned not aside to the right hand 
or to the left (2 Kings 22:2). 

Make level the path of thy feet, And let all 
thy ways be established Tum not to the right 
hand nor to the left: Remove thy foot from evil 
(Prov. 4:26-27). 

For if the word spoken through angels proved 
steadfast, and every transgression and disobedi
ence received a just recompense of reward; how 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salva
tion? which having at the first been spoken 
through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by 
them that heard (Heb. 2:2-3). 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven (Matt. 7:21 ). 11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77070 
Fp 



Whoopi Worship -Wineskins Style 
(continued from page 1) 

movie, Hail, Holy Queen, was not a 1950's hit, but, as 
Rhodes says, "a classic Catholic hymn." Another fool
ish asswnption inherent in this lie is the idea that the 
Lord's church habitually revamped its music style to 
keep pace with the times, but somewhere along the line 
of time, circa I 950, we got the idea that any further 
advance was wrong. This is absolutely absurd. Rhodes 
should "'fess up" that this is not the case, but rather, 
the songs we sang in 1950 were at that time sung in an 
ancient time-honored style of music called a "hymn." 
The real difference in 1950 was that we did not have 
a covey of change-agents dipping their hands in the 
modernistic sop of whipped-up tomfoolery as we do 
now. Our people did not swoon for self-appointed 
fashion designers who would make our worship more 
taste appealing to young rockers. 

Second, this brings to mind a more vital blunder 
that the Nashville distillery allowed Rhodes to make. 
1 think our young folks will see it. The jive sound of 
a finger-snappin,' toe-tappin,' body-swayin' beat is not 
introduced among us today out of a desire to fit the 
music more carefully to the dictates of doctrinal teach
ing, admonishing, and encouraging one another- or 
even out of a more concerted effort to praise God. It 
is popular solely because of the catchy up-beat move
ment. Words are an afterthought, as seen by the fact 
that many cannot catch the fast-paced rattle of words, 
let alone prayerfully offer them as responses of the 
heart. This is why Whoopi changed one song from the 
popular "My Guy" to "My God." 

Then we see in the film the young leather-padded 
punkers filing into Whoopi' s cathedral because they 
had heard on the outside an entertaining ghetto-blast
ing sound, nothing more. And when ''the pope" visits 
Whoopi's little band in the movie, we see him be
bopping his head as if he too is learning to be cool. 
Likewise, the Wineskins tune is popular entirely be
cause it appeals to the carnal appetite. It is "perfor
mance oriented" lusting after the applause of crowds, 
nothing more. But this, I declare, is completely ille
gitimate and out of harmony with worship of Al
mighty God. If "performance oriented" is not out of 
hannony with what we are to be about, then why waste 
time with choirs and up-tempos? Bring in worship 

juke-boxes and advertise ''boxers for Jesus" to duke 
it out in a center-stage ring. 

If our youth want to attend an innocent concert, 
that may be one thing, but I wonder when liberal ca
terers of the Shelly-type will quit treating the church 
like idiots by pretending it is all a valid avenue of rea
sonable worship that is acceptable to God simply be
cause no instrument of music is used. No, there may 
not be a mechanical instrument in Rhodes' proposi
tion, but his ideas are fueled by the same gas as ran 
the instrumentalists' motor. And isn't this interesting? 
The entertainment media are increasingly forsaking 
entertainment in order to preach such valueless val
ues as homosexuality in a Garth Brooks' tune or in a 
boycott of Colorado, while at the same time those who 
should be preaching and teaching cannot get out of that 
business fast enough to become top-notch caterwaulers 
performing to applause in our churches. This whoop
it-up Whoopi-worship is a shameful disgrace of a dev
ilish nature spurred only by a wicked desire to be like 
the nations about us. P. 0. Box 322 

Marlow, OK 73055 
(Editor's note: Hollywood is no friend of the church. 

Michael Medved in his book, Hollywood versus America: 
Popular Culture and the War on Traditional Values, ob

served, 
It is difficult to name a single film produced by 
Hollywood in the last 15 years that portrays 
religion - or at/east Western religion - in a 
sympathetic way .... There is a growing list of 
films that caricature, lampoon, or attack reli
gion, whether Catholic, Protestant, or Jewish. 
The assault on religion is part of a systematic, 
across-the-board attack by Hollywood on tra
ditional values. At bottom, Hollywood, despite 
its protest about artistic integrity, is pandering 
to a post-adolescent audience - especially 
young males- who get their thrills watching 
sex, gratuitous violence, profanity, and crude 
behavior on the screen. The net effect of this 
kind of entertainment has been devastating, con
tributing to the skyrocketing promiscuity, ille
gitimacy, and rampant crime that blanket the 
nation. 

Sister Act is more of the same, and it is incredible 
that the producers ofWineskins fail to see it- or maybe 
they agree with it- or just don't care- Dobbs.) Fp 
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The Deadly Results of Religious Apathy 
By Thomas B. Warren 

R 
ichard Helms was at one time the head of the 
Central Intelligence Agency of the United 
States. His adult life has been spent in study

ing various forces in the world which oppose the free
doms which we in America value so very highly. He 
has balanced that study with very strong opposition to 
the various forces which either oppose or have opposed 
those freedoms in many nations around the world (such 
as Nazi Germany and the Communist Soviet Union). 
There is strong evidence that during Helms' adult life 
he has consistently held to the view that conviction and 
strength - not indifference and weakness - are the 
attributes which bring peace and a thwarting of the ag
gressive efforts of \vic ked men to wound and enslave 
America 

Helms, while serving on a commission which had 
the task of designing "the free-world's nuclear deter
rent for the rest of the century," became very alarmed 
at the number of people in the West (the United States 
and its allies) who saw no significant danger either in 
the constantly growing military powerof(l) Nazi Ger
many or (2) the Communist nations around the world. 
For example, many Americans either (I) foolishly 
accepted the Soviet declaration of peaceful intentions, 
or (2) grew pale with fear of what they viewed as 
''undefeatable" Communist strength. 

We can be deeply thankful for the leadership of 
America which, in both recognizing and preparing for 
the Communist strength, was able to blunt the Com
munist military might. 

However, it must be noted that at the time of 
Hitler's rise to power as the head of the Nazi party in 
Germany, Helms was a UPI reporter in Germany. In 
the fall of 1935 he heard Hitler make the announce
ment: "At this moment German troops are crossing the 
Rhine bridges and occupying the Rhineland." Hitler's 
mesmerized audience in Germany cheered wildly for 
the German aggression. Helms, then only 23, was 
stunned. But the world- including the United 
States - merely shrugged. 

6 

The staggering truth was that Helms was only one 

April 1993 
Firm Foundation 

of a small group of journalists and diplomats who un
derstood the Nazi menace at a point when there was 
still time to stop Hitler's horrible aggression- an ag
gression that was to send most of the world into war 
and to initiate the imprisonment, wounding, and/or kill
ing of millions of people. 

Is there a similarity in those events to what is oc
curring in the Lord's church today? 

No careful observer of what has been happening in 
the Lord's church itself can merely "shrug off'' the very 
disturbing trends which have been manifested in the 
church during - especially - the past 25 years. Some 
of us have seen it and have issued warning after warn
ing about it. Yet- as did the world in regard to 
Hitler's initial moves which led to World War II
most members of the church have merely "shrugged" 
at Hitler's evil; the Lord's church is presently "shrug
ging" at the evil of theological liberalism. 

As a result of this complacency, the very faithful
ness of the Lord's church is being challenged. There 

, can no longer be any doubt that a "drifting away" from 
a strong proclamation of the truth and a strong defense 
against doctrinal error has occurred among God's 
people. 

At present, most of us who are basically on the 
right track are merely "shrugging" at matters which 
are - according to plain Bible teaching - absolutely 
obligatory (things which God demands that we do in 
obedience to the gospel of Jesus Christ). No doubt, it 
is the case that many (perhaps even a majority) of the 
members of the Lord's church today are, I repeat, 
merely "shrugging" at the enormous growth of liber
alism among the people in the Lord's church. 

Since what I have said in the immediately preced
ing paragraph is true, it is evident that we are living in 
a time of disdain for what the Bible actually does teach. 

What must we do in order to be faithful to God in 
the face of this situation? 

First of all, I suggest that faithful brethren must 
face up to the fact that the situation in the Lord's church 
is as it has been described in this article. 



Second, brethren must realize that the problem will 
not be solved by merely shrugging and, in effect, say
ing, "So what? There are not many falling away!" 

Let me (as one who constantly strives to ''keep his 
finger on the pulse" of both the world and the Lord's 
church) assure you that the problem is not merely go
ing to "dry up and blow away" (as some farmers say). 
Let us all face up to the fact that we must "contend ear
nestly for the faith" (Jude 3) and "fight the good fight 
of the faith" (1 Tim. 6: 11-12; 2 Tim. 4:7). Truly faith
ful preachers and elders will not sit idly by while the 
church is swept into apostasy. We- not the "liberals" 
among us - have the truth! This is surely the reason 
why the "liberals" have - at least so far - refused to 
try to defend in public debate their various doctrinal 
positions (e.g., that sinners are saved by grace only 
"without one whit ofhwnan activity"). 

In the next article, I plan to discuss in some detail 
some of the areas of apostasy which currently face the 
church from within - for example, ( 1) the view that 

no one can reaiiy know anything; (2) the rejection of 
the necessity of proving all things (cf. 1 Thess. 5:21); 
and (3) the view that salvation is by grace only. 

May I urge all of us to remember that God will be 
with those who are faithful to him by being faithful to 
his word (Heb. 5:8-9; cf. Phil 2:8). We can all be as
sured that God requires all of us to be faithful. If we 
are faithful, then we can be certain that the results will 
be in harmony with the will of Almighty God! 

Beloved brethren, think about these things! 
P. 0. Box 937 

Seagoville, TX 75159 

There is no fortress of man 's flesh so made, but 
subtle, treacherous time comes creeping in. Oh, long 
before his last assaults begin, the enemy's on,· the 
stronghold is betrayed,· and the one lonely watchman, 
half dismayed, beyond the covering of dark, he hears 
them come: the distant hosts of death that march with 
muj]led drum. -Hilaire Belloc 

PackofLies 1 
"You Can't Legislate Morality" 

By Lindell Mitchell 

Lies have victimized people throughout history. 
How lies become accepted as truth makes little dif
ference. It is hard to fight widely scattered lies because 
people are eager to believe them. Uncontested lies take 
over people's thinking. A commonly accepted lie in 
our country is: "You can't legislate morality." 

Political liberals, long-haired, dope-smoking, 
peace-pansies, homosexuals, feminazis, hwnanists, 
media moguls, and tree-huggers would like for you to 
believe that they are broad-minded, pluralistic, and 
neutral concerning questions of morality. They have 
convinced many people that it is the "right-wing reli
gious fanatics who are trying to 'impose their moral
ity on society.'" One politician called Christian teach
ing on homosexuality and abortion "trash." 

What seems to escape notice is the fact that every 
law is the codification of someone's morality! The 

statement, "You can't legislate morality" is absurd We 
do it every day. 

Are liberal politicians and other secular elitists re
ally more tolerant than Christians? Both the secular
ists and the Christians want to see their fonn of mo
rality accepted by the public. When secular forces are 
weak, we hear pleas for tolerance and compassion, but 
when they become strong, totalitarianism is the order 
of the day. Social elitists brazenly use every means to 
crush all opposition to their ideology. Presently the 
courts, media, and schools are used to push their 
warped brand of morality. 

Jesus taught that neutrality is impossible: "He who 
is not with me is against me; and he who does not 
gather with me scatters" (Matt. 12:30). Christians have 
never claimed neutrality, but secularists try to deceive 
the public with such pompous claims. However, the 
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public is not nearly so stupid as some assume. 
Whether the topic is human sexuality, abortion, 

homosexuality, or any other topic of public concern, 
the media elite generally censor the Christian view
point. Franky Schaeffer observed, ''They want us to 
feel guilty and somewhat inferior, as if our views are 
biased and bigoted, while their views are somehow 
more enlightened." 

When the Christian view cannot be censored, the 
media elite and political liberals use loaded tenns like 
right-wing fundamentalism, puritanism, or mindless 
orchodoxy to slant issues and prejudice the public. 
Such language conveys the idea that Christians are 
uneducated, religious bigots who have no right to 
speak and do not deserve to be heard. (Some are think
ing, "Didn't you use such loaded language in the sec
ond paragraph of this article?" Yes, I did in an attempt 
to show the absurdity of such language by being 
equally absurd. Besides, I am admittedly not neutral.) 

Liberal elitists do not express the same tolerance 
, they demand from us. While speaking of pluralism in 
high-toned terms, they fanatically censor all religious 
influence and insist that only their view is worth con
sideration. Such blind prejudice rivals that of a wild
eyed, religious fanatic. 

The question is not whether religion will influence 
public policy; the question is whose religion will in
fonn public policy. Christians have never claimed neu
trality. Neither should they allow the other side to de
ceive them with claims of neutrality. 

The bluster of politicians, or anyone else, must not 
intimidate the Christian community. The founding fa
thers readily acknowledged the sovereignty of God in 
the affairs of men. We all make the same acknowl
edgment when we say the words one nation under 
God. Nor will we swallow the lie: ''You can't legis
late morality." Christians know that everyone who 
lives shall be judged by the Lord's words (John 12:48). 
Therefore, let our laws reflect that reality. 

Deo Vindice. Box 316 
Livingston, TX 77351 

The modern world is full of the old Christian virtues 
gone mad. The virtues have gone mad because they 
have been isolated from each other and are wander
ing alone. Thus some scientists care for truth,· but their 
truth is pitiless. And thus, some humanitarians only 
care for pity; but their pity- I am sorry to say- is 
often untruthful. - G. K. Chesterton 

Grace and Law: 
Liberalism and Legalism - Part VITI 

By G. C. Brewer 

(Quibbling Continued) 

I. In article number 7, we pointed out that the 
whole treatise that brother Key has written on the sub
ject of "The Law of Christ" was intended to "liber
ate" people from any obligation to obey the conditions 
of salvation laid down by Christ and the apostles. In 
several articles, we pointed out that the whole idea that 
obsesses these boys is that we must promise salvation 
and offer Christian fellowship to the people who do 
not comply with the terms of the gospel. Yet the one 
condition of the gospel that these boys are having 
trouble dispensing with is baptism. This is proof that 
they do not care to deal with the other conditions and 
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this shows that their reason is that the denominations 
in general accept the other conditions and where these 
boys are in agreement with the denominations, they 
have no argument to make and no scripture to deny 
and no one to condemn. Here is proof that the motive 
of which they may not be conscious is that of becom
ing recognized in the great movement of 
"ecumenicity" as shown in a former article, ''The Ma
nia for a One-World Church Parallels the Mania for 
a One-World Government." These new-orthodox con
tenders are determined to get to this universal church. 
They must not allow the little matter of one of the 



Lord's commandments to get in the way. Therefore, 
their rather clever but wholly illogical arguments are 
given to us as though they were something new and 
intellectual! They are neither. 

Immediately following the question and answer 
we quoted from brother Key's booklet in article num
ber 7, we have the following question and answer: 

Question: Still they have not obeyed GocL 
and how can there be any hope for them? 

Answer: There is no hope for them on the 
basis of a full obedience, but neither is there for 
any of us. The hope lies not in their perfect obe
dience but in their Father's grace and love. 

The fallacy in this answer is the same old fallacy 
that we have been meeting and exposing for 50 long 
years. It is this: If you think that people must be bap
tized to be saved, you then will have to insist that they 
will have to comply with every commandment in the 
scriptmes, every Christian duty, meet every obligation 
and keep the whole law letter-perfect or there could 
be no salvation. This fallacy assumes baptism is meri
torious and that the individual saves himself by meet
ing the demands of a legal system. Since this is the 
ground of his salvation, then he will have to meet all 
the demands of this legal system. This is untrue. This 
is not our teaching concerning baptism and, therefore, 
has no value as an argument at all. It was pointed out 
by the writer of this booklet himself that baptism is 
connected with salvation, that it is for the remission 
of sins, that it is a condition upon which one receives 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, that it is an act of faith and 
a pledge of commitment to the Savior, and this, he 
says, is what Christ and the apostles taught. We have 
said that this is correct, but now the author says that 
to say that people must be baptized is to make bap
tism a legal step in a plan, and, therefore, one is debtor 
to keep the whole law if one is baptized. 

Cannot anyone see that when one is committed to 
Christ and seals that vow with an act of faith, that such 
a one is expecting and hoping for salvation on the 
promise of Christ, through the merit of Christ, and by 
the mercy of God? Being thus committed to Christ, 
he continues to obey him as best he can, not because 
his salvation depends upon his perfect obedience, but 
because he is committed to the Savior and because he 
loves him and, therefore, keeps his commandments. 
Failure to reach perfection will not mean a failure to 

reach heaven. Faults and failures and even sins are 
forgiven the man in Christ because he is in Christ and 
is walking in the light (Eph. 1 :7; 2 Tim. 2:1 0; 1 John 
1:5, 9). 

2. There is an obedience that ends in salvation and 
an obedience that follows because of salvation. Any 
Bible student should know that there is a difference 
between an alien and a citizen in the kingdom of God; 
that there is a difference between a child of God, even 
a disobedient child, and a rebel against God's author
ity and even a stranger to God's love and mercy. The 
soul is committed to Christ and then enjoys the ben
efits of this relationship. If one wants proof that there 
is an obedience that ends in salvation, one may con
sider the following scriptures. In the 6th chapter of 
Romans, the apostle Paul shows clearly why Christians 
should not continue in sin. It is because they are dead 
to sin and alive unto Christ He points back to the time 
when they became Christians. He tells them, in effect, 
to look down that road over which they have come, 
to consider the grave that comes into view as they look 
backward That grave is where the old man that sinned 
died and was buried. On this side of that grave, a new 
man is living. That grave is his baptism. That is when 
he entered into Christ and was made free from sin. In 
the 17th verse of this chapter, the apostle changes the 
figure of speech and speaks after the manner of men. 
He talks of masters and servants; he reminds these 
Romans that they had been servants of Old Master 
Sin, but they had been emancipated from this Master 
and had become the servants of a New Master Righ
teousness. Now how did this transaction take place? 
He tells them that they obeyed from the heart a fonn 
of doctrine that had been delivered to them and they 
were then made free from sin. He continues with the 
figure to the end of the chapter and asks, "What wages 
would sin pay you?" The answer is: ''The wages of 
sin is death." But now, being freed from the service 
of sin, we have not a payment, but a gift of God, which 
is eternal life. They obeyed a fonn of the doctrine or 
teaching and this brought an end to the life of sinning 
and brought freedom from the guilt of sin, but they 
entered into another type of serving which in this chap
ter is called "obedience to righteousness." 

This same point is made clear by the apostle Pe
ter. He taught Christians that they had purified their 
souls in obeying the truth ( 1 Pet 1 :22). Now they had 
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rendered this obedience which resulted in the purify
ing of their souls. After this, they as pure souls or as 
Christians were to continue to obey the Lord and setve 
him as now the people of God. This same apostle 
makes a similar point in chapter 4:17. He says that 
the time has come "for judgment to begin in the house 
of God; and if it begin first at us, what shall be the 
end of them that obey not the gospel?" Here it is 
plainly implied that those in the house of God had 
obeyed the gospel and, as a result of that, they were 
in God's house, God's family; they were God's chil
dren. Others who had not obeyed the gospel were not 
in God's house or God's family. They were not God's 
children. 

These references should clearly prove to any man 
who will read them that there is an obedience that 
people render to the gospel of Christ which brings them 
to a relationship where they enjoy advantages, benefits, 
and blessings that those who are not in this relationship 
cannot have. Those who have been saved thus by the 

grace of God then have good works which God has 
ordained for them to walk in (Eph. 2:8-10). 

G. C. Brewer, deceased 
(Editor's note: The Brewer articles on "Grace and 

Law: Liberalism and Legalism "first appeared in 1955 
in the Gospel Advocate. We are reprinting them be
cause the truth they taught when first written is still 
true ... and will ever be true. We have some in the 
church today who have revived the Key heresy. For 
example, Rubel Shelly wrote: "It is a scandalous and 
outrageous lie to teach that salvation arises from hu
man activity of any sort. We do not contribute one whit 
to our salvation " [The Second Incarnation, by Rubel 
Shelly and Randall J. Harris, p. 207]. It appears that 
Shelly, like Key, is bent on destroying the identity and 
exclusiveness of the church and maldng it into a de
nomination among denominations, but without pur
pose. Shelly blends all denominations into a pilgrim 
church and ruins the distinctive claim of the one body 
of Christ, which is the church of Christ- Dobbs.) F. 
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Daniel in the Critics' Den* 
By Bill Lockwood 

The book of Daniel is a fabulous prophetic book. 
The prophet lived in 6th-century B.C. Babylon. 
Daniel's inspirational foresight of later historical pe
riods has proved to be so minutely exact that the work 
has testified for centuries to the verbal inspiration of 
the Bible. 

Consequently, Daniel has been hacked to pieces 
by the sharpest critical knives, wielded by those who 
have a problem with the notion that God moves in the 
affairs of men. Beginning in the Jrd century A.D., with 
the skeptical notions of the Neo-platonist philosopher 
Prophry, Daniel was again mercilessly cast into the 
lions' den, this time occupied by liberals, who have 
sworn not to let him out until every vestige of the mi
raculous is extracted from his book by their theologi
cal thimble-rigging. Consequently, a 2nd-century B.C. 
date has been assigned to the book, and anyone who 
challenges it has thrown into question his academic 
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reputation (See R.K. Harrison, Introduction to The 
0. T., p. 1111 ). The "surety" of these radical results is 
not as "sure" as they would have us believe. At risk 
of my academic reputation, which I never possessed 
anyway, I will insist that the "shatp critical knives" 
used by critics to mutilate the book are really only 
plastic knives which cannot cut an honest figure, let 
alone damage the integrity of the 6th-century B.C. 
work- Daniel. 

For instance, Brevard Childs, a liberal, supposes: 
The later (Maccabean, BL) author was neither 
creating new prophecies on his own, nor con
sciously employing a clever literary ploy. 
Rather, he was confinning and elucidating the 
visions of Daniel in ch. 2 for the benefit of his 
Maccabean audience on the basis of further rev
elation of scripture (Introduction, p. 616). 

Of course, serious readers must be disgusted here, 
for he does not even begin to explain why his so-called 



Maccabean author purposefully wrote in the past tense 
in Daniel's name. 

Truly, the great scholar, Edward Pusey, was ex
actly right when he hinged the entire battle between 
faith and infidelity upon the views accepted regarding 
the book of Daniel: 

The writer, were he not Daniel, must have lied 
on a most frightful scale, ascribing to God 
prophecies which never were uttered, and 
miracles which are assumed never to have been 
wrought (Daniel the Prophet, 1885, p. 75). 

Arguments Answered 

Argwnents for a late date on Daniel range from 
external to internal peculiarities. In this article, I have 
only space to examine one aspect of the assaults. It 
has to do with internal "problems." In the work of 
Daniel, two languages are used, Aramaic and Hebrew. 
Furthermore, Daniel contains several Greek words, 
called "loan words" which critics tell us could not have 
been used in the eastern countries of Babylon and 
Persia until the time of Alexander the Great's conquer
ing expeditions from Greece. Therefore, Daniel, it is 
urged, could not have been written before the Greeks 
moved eastward in the period of Grecian ascendancy. 
For example, in 1897, Samuel Driver, in a popular 
commentary, argued that this proves the late date for 
the literary work (Driver, The Book of Daniel). It has 
also been pointed out, although this argwnent has been 
answered for many years, that recent commentaries 
such as the one by Louis Hartmann and Alexander Di 
Lena in the Anchor Bible Series, continue to repeat 
the "conventional critical position." 

In a recent work called Persia and the Bible, the 
author, Edwin Yamauchi, lays the matter to rest in con
clusive fashion. The following is wholly gleaned from 
his excellent volwne. 

First, in Daniel3:5, three Greek words are used to 
describe musical instruments. Far from pointing to a 
2nd-centwy B.C. date of Daniel, Yamauchi explains 
that "foreign musicians and their musical instruments 
played a prominent role at royal courts among the 
Egyptians, Kassites, Assyrians, Babylonians, and Per
sians as indicated by both textual and ichnographic 
evidence" (p. 381 ). He goes on to give many illustra
tions of foreign "loan-words" from the Greek long 
before the invasion of Alexander the Great. 

Second, even Ezekiel (27: 13) speaks of Tyre's 

trade with Greece, and Joel accused his brethren of sell
ing kinsmen as slaves to the Greeks (3:6). Therefore, 
there was much contact with Greece long before the 
name of Alexander was ever heard among men. 

Third, archaeological and textual data now show 
that the Assyrians and Babylonians each had much 
contact with Greece during the 7th and 8th centuries 
B.C. How can one propose to deny the possibility of 
Greek words in the book of 6th-century Daniel? 

Fourth, archaeology has discovered the influence 
of Greek culture in Persia by means of Ionian work
men in the temples, Greek art, Greek ware at the capi
tal in Susa, Greek mercenary soldiers, Greeks of af
fluence who served in Persian courts, and the presence 
of Greek artists, doctors, lawyers, and philosophers in 
early Persia. Yamauchi concluded: 

We may safely say that the presence of Greek 
words in an Old Testament book is not a proof 
of Hellenistic date, in view of the abundant op
portunities for contacts between the Aegean and 
the Near East before Alexander. The evidence 
which I have presented is but a small fraction, 
which no doubt will be amplified many times 
by future discoveries (p. 394). 

In view of the above, it is exceedingly sad to hear 
so many ''modem-day" modernists ignorantly carry on 
with "already-been-answered arguments" and even 
quip that the liberals have ''broken the back of conser
vative scholarship." 

This is just a segment of the jaundiced impeach
ments by which modernists wish to stigmatize the book 
of Daniel as a 2nd-century B.C. production, decep
tively issued in Daniel's name. The hypotheses "took 
their rise in a non-Christian atmosphere and have been 
ably advocated by men who were opposed to the su
pernaturalism of Christianity" (Edward Young, Proph
ecy of Daniel, p. 24). They also convict our Savior with 
a falsehood in his mouth at Matthew 24:15. 

Brevard Childs makes the confession that, in spite 
of all the elaborate efforts to explain the prophecies of 
Daniel apart from revelation, the issue still "continues 
to trouble the average lay-reader of the Bible who has 
not been initiated into the critical approach" (Introduc
tion, p. 616). I suggest that it is "troublesome" simply 
because, after Daniel's integrity has been bespattered 
and besmirched, railed upon and fulminated against, 
lampooned and defamed by clamoring critics who tum 
right around and pretend the book has a valuable 
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contribution, they have a difficult time convincing us 
little guys that it is worthy of our time and attention. 
It is difficult to appreciate literature as valuable if it 
smells of dishonesty. Perhaps "initiation into the criti
cal approach" will plug up our sniffers. 

Let's turn the focus now to the person of Daniel. 
Not only did Jesus refer to Daniel the prophet but 
Josephus, in Antiquities of the Jews (vol. 10, ch. 11), 
speaks at length of Daniel. His testimony, not so valu
able as Jesus' of course, shows that the Jews of his 
day believed that a 6th-centwy B.C. exilic personage 
wrote the book that bears his name. Denials that Daniel 
was its author arose in succeeding infidelic periods. 

In other remarkable passages, Ezekiel insists that 
we believe that a 6th-centwy contemporary of his, 
Daniel, was a great hero for righteousness (Ezek. 
14: 14, 20). So plainly does the last-mentioned passage 
testify to the existence of the great man of God in the 
Chaldean courts, that false prophets and weaklings, like 
"foxes in the waste places," suggest that this Ezekiel 
passage could refer to a different ancient person named 
"Daniel" (or Dan' el), who is celebrated in an old 
Ugaritic piece ofliterature from the 15th century B.C., 
entitled Tale of Aghat. This ancient text was unearthed 
by French excavators in 1930 and 1931 at the site of 
Ugarit (Ras Shamra) located on the Syrian coast op
posite the island of Cyprus. In this ''tale" a "Dan'el" 
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makes oblations to false gods, becomes dnmk, "con
sumes his funerary offering in Baal's house," and is 
one given to violent rage (Trans. by H.L. Ginsberg, 
Ancient Near Eastern Texts, ed. James Pritchard, vol. 
I,Antho/ogy, p. 118-32). As wicked as this Dan'el is, 
liberals would rather have Ezekiel honoring him than 
allowing the possibility that the book of Daniel was 
written in Ezekiel's day. I must here confess, with 
fribble ideas like this coming forth from the "schol
arly world," it is difficult to take them seriously in any 
matter. Yet, in the Anchor Bible (vol. 23) by Hartmann 
and DiLella, a popular series with our own "scholas
tic set," and reconnnended by some of our own schools 
as the summum bonum of great erudition, it is con
cluded: 

The absence of genealogy, contrary to custom, 
gives probability to the suggestion that the char
acters of Daniel and his pious companions are 
legendary (p. 8). 

Conclusion 

Reader, it is ''higher critical" guess-and-patchwork 
like the above that is snuffing the life out of the church 
of our Lord. The faith which once characterized God's 
people, in taking Christ at his word- such as that 
Daniel wrote his own book- is being corroded away 
by gimcrack-rubbish cloaked in elitist robes parading 
through halls of preacher-training centers, all the while 
feigning devotion to Christ For all of that, the front
line of attack is only galvanized with flimsy cobwebs 
of unproved and wicked assumptions of theorists who 
love to have it so. Box 322 

Marlow, OK 73055 

• This is the title of a book by Robert Anderson 
written in 1895. 

A.D. 70 Debate 
Bill Lockwood- Marlow Church of Christ, Marlow, OK 
Defends: The Bible teaches that the second, or final, 

coming of Jesus Christ is yet future and will 
occur at the end of the Christian dispensation. 

Don Preston -Ardmore Church of Christ, Ardmore, OK 
Defends: The Bible teaches that the second, or final, 

coming of Jesus Christ occurred at A.D. 70 in 
the destruction of Jerusalem. 

7:00 P.M. • May 3,4, 6, 7, 1993 
Marlow Church of Christ 

301 North Broadway • Marlow, Oklahoma 73055 



Missionary Page-Albert Gardner 

Prioritizing Not Easy 
By Bill McDonough 

Once more I returned to the University Hospital 
in Tirana, Albania. I didn't want to forget! And I 
thought, 

Tomorrow as I board a plane for the comforts 
of home in the USA, I want to keep those gray 
little faces made of skin, stretched so tightly 
over the lemon-sized skulls, with so little flesh 
between that you can see every blood vessel and 
often the bone itself, constantly before me. 

This wasn't the first such experience for me. I'd 
seen the starving hordes in Ethiopia, the helpless or
phans in Romania, and the frightened refugees in Yu
goslavia. Each time it was haunting. But to know that 
we can save a whole generation in Albania from star
vation and perhaps lead most of this generation to 
Christ, caused me to ask some questions. 

Isn't it time to seriously prioritize our giving? Is 
my alma mater's multi-million dollar expansion 
project, that is not crucial to continuing its process of 
educating, more important than teaching the lost and 
feeding the hungry? The $150 gift I had planned to 
send may be better spent, right now, influencing a 
family for Christ and saving a baby's life. 

The new athletic center being built by the Chris
tian school where your children attend would be nice, 
but ... the auditoriwn for your congregation would be 
nice, but ... after all, you don't fill the one you have 
but once a week now. I keep asking if those millions 
of dollars worth of stone are more important than sav
ing souls from hell and children from starvation. We 
need not wonder what Jesus would tell us to do. 

I was hungry and you gave Me meat. I was 
thirsty and you gave Me drink ... In as much as 
you have done it unto one of the least of these 
you have done it unto Me ... Come ye blessed 
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you ... (Matt. 25:31-46). 

Go Teach All Nations 

What about all those other good works: Christian 

education, local congregational buildings, and orphan
ages? Then I remembered, "For everything there is a 
season .... " There will be times when there are not 
opportunities to save children from starvation or teach 
hundreds of people whose names and addresses in 
Eastern Europe we have that are waiting to be taught. 
There will be the time and the season to support again 
these lower-priority programs as I did in the past, but 
the time to save a starving child cannot wait until next 
year. The time to teach people begging to be taught 
cannot wait until later. So I'm going to prioritize my 
giving and pray you will also. 

Reports from the Field 

P. 0. Box 150 
Little Rock, AR 72203 

Albert Gardner and Bill Bates returned from In
dia on January 25, 1993. They report 151 baptisms 
(one denominational preacher was baptized) and 7 
new congregations. They carried a cross of bad wa
ter, bad food, bad roads, and bad mosquitoes. The 
problems pale to insignificance when a harvest of 
souls is reaped and the kingdom of God on earth is 
extended. 
Stateside 

The church at 203 North Claiborne Street in 
Goldsboro, North Carolina, reports a successful evan
gelistic training program. A large percentage of the 
congregation is now at work in teaching the lost about 
Christ and the church in their home community. Four 
Bible studies are in progress and one person has been 
baptized. 
Dear Old England 

J. W. Wealand is encouraged by the fiuit of his 
labor in Britain. He also warns that a new book, Holy 
Blood, Holy Grail, an international best seller, is dan
gerous. The book promotes a millennial view of the 
second coming and represents Jesus as sensual and 
deceptive. Fp 
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"Petit-, the Poet" - "Petit-, the Theologian" 
A Critique of"Bad Dreams" 

--- By J. E. Choate 

Petit~(, the Poet 
Seeds in a dry pod, tick, tick, tick, 
Tick, tick, tick, like mites in a qua"ei
Faint iambics that the full breeze awakens
But the pine tree made a symphony thereof. 
Tick, tick, tick, what little iambics ... 
While Whitman and Homer roared in the pines. 

-Edgar Lee Masters 

Masters compares the "doggerel'' of "Petit~, the 
Poet" to Homer. A "little" essay titled "Bad Dreams" 
by Steve Weathers is in the December issue of Wine
skins. This piece of semi-fiction is a hybrid genre (lit
erary type) which combines scripture, an essay ( essai) 
which means a literary attempt to write something sig
nificant, and a homily (sermon). "Bad Dreams" is a 
satirical take-off on the "1 0 lepers" (Luke 17: 12)and 
the Canaanitish woman (Matt. 15:22). The design of 
the essay is to lampoon the conservative churches of 
Christ and the Restoration Movement. "Bad Dreams" 
is likewise a form of"low burlesque," which turns the 
narrative of the "10 lepers" into a travesty. 

The Two Biblical Na"atives 
The 10 lepers. The life setting of the "1 0 lepers" 

was a common sight. They were compelled by the 
Torah (Mosaic law) to live an isolated existence on the 
outskirts of settlement. They were provided food and 
clothing as commanded by the Torah teaching which 
protected the dispossessed, e.g., the leper. The leper 
cried to Jesus for mercy (healing). Jesus commanded 
the lepers to go to the priest and show themselves. All 
professionals among the Jews belonged to the learned 
priestly class. All 10 obeyed, as had Naaman, and went 
to the priest. He pronounced them clean of the disease 
and the quarantine was lifted. 

The critique of the first ~~bad dream. n Only one 
leper (a Samaritan) returned to thank Jesus. (Weath
ers has him returning before going before the priest, 
so he can make up a part of his story.) However, the 
Wineskins editors have no trouble mixing fact with 
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fancy. When Jesus inquired as to the whereabouts of 
his companions, the healed Samaritan replied, 

Lord, you'll have to overlook the other nine. 
You see, they are strict followers of what is 
known as the Restoration Movement. They were 
afraid to add anything to your explicit com-
mand You said nothing about halting our jour-
ney to return here. 

I am reminded here of a line of a Kipling poem, 
''The Conundrum of Worship." The line reads, "Till 
the Devil whispered behind the leaves, it's pretty, but 
is it Art?" 

(Brother Weathers, the words you put into the 
leper's mouth are "cute," but are they ''theology''? I am 
told that you are a university professor of English and 
that Thorn Lemmons is a creative writer of fiction. I 
would not have guessed either.) 

Then our brother adds an odd twist to the story. 
The "one" leper went on to say: "They disfellow
shipped me ... when I called them 'spiritual neurotics' 
and turned back to follow you." What do we have here, 
"latter day'' Sigmund Freud? Brother Weathers infonns 
us that often he has nightmares reading the Bible. I am 
frank to say that his exegesis of the 10 lepers does give 
me a little headache. 

The Canaanitish woman. The lampooning of the 
conservative churches of Christ is also strangely found 
in the story of the Canaanitish woman who implored 
Jesus to heal her daughter "vexed with an evil spirit." 
His disciples would have sent her away since she was 
a Gentile living outside the pale of Jewish acceptabil
ity. Jesus replied with a seeming appalling rudeness. 
He was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Is
rael. Should he take the children's bread and give it to 
the dogs? Thereupon, she reminded him that the dogs 
ate the crumbs which fell from the master's table. Jesus 
did what all along we knew he would do. He assured 
the distraught mother that her daughter was restored 
whole, and he commended her for her great faith. 



A critique of the second "bad dream. " (Brother 
Weathers, you surprise us with your "fictional" antics. 
You have this "innovative" mother shouting and shout
ing at Jesus somewhat like the priests of Baal. Her 
shouting wore Jesus down and caused him to heal her 
"wracked" daughter. Next, you proceed to ridicule 
your conservative Christian brothers with this interpre
tation. You paint still another picture of the distraught 
woman who chose not to face up to Jesus and to 
grapple with God. You have her turning away, a de
feated, loyal "Restorationist" and returning home to her 
still "demoniac daughter" without putting up a fight. 
Why do you hold your conservative brethren in such 
low esteem?) 

I have a life-long love affair with great literature. 
I have read Augustine's Confessions, the Divine Com
edy, Thomas A. Kempis' Imitations of Christ, and 
Milton's Paradise Lost. (I confess, brother Weathers, 
that you weary me with your pious nonsense. We will 
accept that you are a person of charity and piety. But 
why do you use these stories to heap scorn and ridi
cule upon your conservative Christian brothers who 
find worth in Restoration principles - precept, apos
tolic example, and necessary inference?) 

An Introduction to Satire 
Note is taken of the fact that brethren Weathers and 

Lemmons are creative writers; this means they are in
formed in the art of literary rhetoric. "Bad Dreams" 
would contain elements of literary satire but fails to do 
so. (This writer has more than a passing acquaintance 
with the satire of Swift, Dryden, Pope, Mark Twain, 
and Rabbelais.) The civilized art of satire originated 
with the Romans. Horace first comes to mind. Satire 
is the artistic use of an instinct to laugh at what we hate. 
Satire is the literary use of a laughter which implies 
rebuke. (Jesus used satire in reference to the Pharisees.) 

Swift's "Lilliputians" for 2 centuries have epito
mized the perpetual type of human pettiness. Satire is 
at all times a criticism of human conduct. Fairness is 
demanded, and truth must be recognized. 

The obvious purpose of "Bad Dreams" is to ridi
cule and lampoon conservative Christians who recog
nize the worth and limitations of Restoration principles. 
Have you, by chance, read the May issue of Wineskins? 
The editors piously proclaim that "Our background 
and commitment is to the church of Christ born of the 
Restoration Movement." 

The old saying is: "Give a fellow enough rope." 
Each issue of Wineskins reveals that our trendy "New 
Age" brethren have an unlimited supply of rope of their 
own creation. We never cease to be amazed at the 
pouring out of strange new "mixed" wines with each 
new issue of the magazine. We do understand 
Gamaliel's advice that if what they say is indeed of 
God, that unity, tranquility, and peace will come to the 
churches of Christians whose troubles are of such 
magnitude as have not been seen in this century. The 
"trouble that the churches are in" came to the forefront 
during the Nashville Jubilees (1991 and 1992) and was 
further aggravated by the publication of Wineskins. 

Postscript 
Our trendy "New Age" brethren should not depend 

too heavily on the senior editor of Wineskins for lead
ership. The German genius, Goethe, is reputed to be 
the last scholar in command of universal knowledge 
in his age. A knowledge of philosophy, a surface 
knowledge of modem theology, and a very limited 
understanding of great literature hardly qualifies a per
son to sit in the honored academic halls of the "Ivy 
League." The ability to speak well on any subject with 
a "glib" tongue and a quick ''wit" was perfected by the 
ancient sophists. Their counterparts flourish in every 
generation. Such fellows stand in pulpits and on pub
lic podiums all around us who far "outshine" our ''New 
Age" church of Christ counterparts. 

Satire is at all times a criticism of human conduct 
Satire is the artistic refinement of a human instinct to 
laugh at what we hate. Satire is the fine art of calling 
names without seeming to do so. Satire is a scornful 
amusement at the foibles and follies of an individual 
or human nature and human institutions in general. 
Great satire has behind it the driving force of moral 
conviction, a burning hatred of evil, the strong antipa
thy of good to bad. 

So as the Wineskins editors and staff find amuse
ment in "poking fun" at their "Restorationist" breth
ren, we shall, as Paul advised, "bear with the foolish 
gladly" (2 Cor. 11: 19). 

A special note. "Bad Dreams" is a typical example 
of the suppositions of the "new hermeneutic." Pattern 
theology is abandoned, and the books of the Bible are 
regarded as occasional documents with a meaning only 
for the age in which it was written. Exegesis of scrip
ture is replaced by eisegesis. To exegete scripture is to 

April 1993 15 
Firm Foundation 



draw out of scripture the meaning intended by the Holy 
Spirit. Eisegesis is to impose into scripture a meaning 
regardless of its original intent. How brother Weath
ers reads the "Restoration Movement" into scripture 
from 2000 years ago is a marvel to behold. 

A personal note .. Readers are urged to subscribe to 
Wineskins and not to depend solely on articles, such 
as this one to give the full details of what is alleged. 

37141h Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 

(Editor's note: Steve Weathers, who wrote the ar
ticle in Wineskins magazine, is a professor of English 
at Abilene Christian University. We are not surprised 
that another professor at ACU has such little regard 
for the Restoration principle that he seeks to under
cut it by sneering at fUndamental Bible teaching. Steve 
Weathers reveals in his mocking, sarcastic attack a 
limited knowledge of scripture and a woeful misun
derstanding of the Bible doctrine of the meaning of 
silence. It is inexcusable -Dobbs.) Fp 

Church Renewal in the Midst of Change 
One Hundred Years Ago 

By J. E. Choate 

TheA. I. Myhr Era (1890-1910) 

The warning of Howard Norton, editor of the 
Christian Chronicle, should be taken seriously. He 
wrote: "Spiritual men and women to the right and left 
of center are concerned about our future. They have 
never before experienced the amount and/or kind of 
tunnoil that afflicts so many of our congregations." 
They fear what might happen to the church. Some be
lieve we have already experienced a split in the fel
lowship, which needs only to be recognized. Brother 
Norton is optimistically hopeful that this worst sce
nario is only imagined. This writer makes a realistic 
appraisal that division among the churches is present 
and growing. The tares have been being sown since 
the late 1960's. The bitter harvest is here. 

Exactly 100 years ago, the ugly specter of division 
first reared its ghastly head in the Woodland Street 
Christian Church in Nashville. In April of 1883, the 
ladies of the church suggested that a missionary fund 
be started to spread the gospel in destitute places in 
Tennessee. The Tennessee Home Missionary Society 
was organized on February 11, 1889, in the Woodland 
Street Church building. This was done over protest 
which included E.G. Sewell, an elder. 

It was during this time that the "digressive" lead
ers in the Christian Church deemed it timely to push 
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"organized societies" and the "organ" into the 
churches in the Southern region. On October 6, 1890, 
the Tennessee Christian Missionary Society was or
ganized by the Walnut Street Church of Christ in Chat
tanooga. One year later, the TCMC met on October 
6, 1891, in the Woodland Street Church building. One 
year after that, October 18, 1892, the General Mission
ary Convention met for the first time in Nashville, 
Tennessee. David Lipscomb and other kindred church 
spokesmen knew that the "Digressives" meant busi
ness. They had taken over the Northern churches with 
the society and organ, and they started their Southern 
invasion to do the same. 

The Andre Iverson Myhr Era (1890-1910) 
The Woodland Street church brought in A.I. Myhr 

to serve as their field missionary. The Tennessee 
Christian Missionary Convention enlarged his role to 
"missionary in the field." He was given the title of 
"Corresponding Secretary" and was paid the hand
some salary of $1500 per annum. David Lipscomb 
and his associates, and with the support of the influ
ence of the Gospel Advocate, mounted a counter cam
paign to keep organized societies and the organ out 
ofTennessee churches. 

Lipscomb and his associates put Myhr in their 



"sights" and tracked his every move over 20 years. 
Myhr was not a popular type of religious leader. He 
was talented, abrasive, and militant. He pressed the 
causes of the "Digressives" untiringly for 2 decades. 
Myhr had become "battle weary" by 1910 and sud
denly resigned his post. He summarized his successes: 
75 churches established; 15,000 new members added; 
and $300,000 collected. 

The late Dr. Herman Norton, Vanderbilt profes
sor of religion and Restoration history, wrote there was 
another side to the story that Myhr did not tell. Dr. 
Norton wrote in his definitive Tennessee Christians 
that Myhr 

had engendered a bitter partisan spirit in almost 
every congregation in the state. He himself had 
helped sow seeds of discord, strife, bitterness, 
and alienation that followed in the wake of his 
program activities. While there had been one 
communion, admittedly with discord, when he 
arrived in the state, there were now two sepa
rate and distinct bodies with no meaningful 
communication between them. 

When Myhr resigned, he had not won over a 
single church in Nashville and had very little success 
in middle Tennessee. Time would prove that his suc
cesses in west Tennessee were limited. The east Ten
nessee churches have been a bastion for the "Digres
sives" since the days of Alexander Campbell. 

When and Where the Tennessee 
Churches Divided 

David Lipscomb was an astute church historian. 
He saw clearly that church division in Tennessee had 
become a fact. Before the tum of the century, Lips
comb made the appraisal that the Christian Church is 
"as clearly defined and organized a denomination as 
can be found anywhere" (Gospel Advocate, Vol. 39, 
1897, p. 513). In 1902 the Newbern, Tennessee, Chris
tian Church split when members sued in protest when 
an organ was moved into the church building. 

In early January of 1903, a band of 86 members 
pulled out of the ·Henderson, Tennessee, Christian 
Church to establish their own fellowship. The "split" 
widened and deepened in the years ahead. The United 
States Religious Census for 1906 made the judgment 
that the Church of Christ and the Christian Church 
exist as two separate and distinct churches. 

The Christian Church leaders were encouraged to 
believe that they would take over most of Tennessee. 

They were wrong! The Hardeman Tabernacle meet
ings (1922) and the Boswell-Hardeman music debate 
(1923) proved them wrong. The churches of Christ 
were growing in Tennessee and were enjoying favor
able approval by the public. Christian Churches have 
not found a similar favorable approval with the pub
lic in Tennessee. 

Dr. Norton said that if called upon to supply spe
cific dates for the separation of the Christian Church 
and the church of Christ that he would suggest two. 
His frrst choice was October 6, 1890, which marked 
the establishing of the Tennessee Christian Mission
ary Convention by the Walnut Street Church of Christ 
in Chattanooga. He designated October 26, 1890, to 
be his twin choice. This marked the time when E.G. 
Sewell and a small band of Christians pulled out of 
the Woodland Street Christian Church and established 
the Tenth Street Church of Christ. 

WiD the Churches of Christ Divide? 
The Christian Churches divided again in the 1968 

"Restructure." This is another story! My answer to the 
question is that churches of Christ in Tennessee are 
troubled and dividing, and this is true in Texas and 
elsewhere. A split occurred when opposing groups in 
the Hendersonville, Tennessee, Church of Christ went 
their separate ways. Churches in Nashville are deeply 
troubled, and some are in turmoil. 

Division in the ranks of the churches of Christ got 
underway in the late 1960's. One indicator was the 
publication of Mission magazine. Its editors and staff 
deemed the time right to begin to push for the adop
tion of the modernism of the "new theology" reflected 
in the writings of Karl Barth, Rudolph Bultmann, and 
others. Mission magazine died aborning. 

A new generation of kindred liberals has now 
arisen among us who deem the time right to begin the 
"takeover" of the conservative churches of Christ. 
They are strongly ensconced in many of our educa
tional institutions, editors of some brotherhood papers, 
and authors of several books. Popular preachers are 
delivering messages based on the 'junk theology'' of 
the ''New Age" church spokesmen. 

They announce the imminent death of the conser
vative churches. The denial of the "virgin birth" of 
Jesus and the assumption of the illegitimacy ofhis birth 
appears in a recent publication of Wineskins. Would
be church historians, who don't know what they are 
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talking about, write articles. The Second Incarnation, 
written by Rubel Shelly and Randall Harris, relies com
pletely for documentation on contemporary liberal 
theologians outside the church without even an hon
orable mention of the likes of David Lipscomb. 
Two Dates Marking Division in Contemporary 

Church of Christ 
This writer suggests two dates and places that 

mark the split between the "conservative" and "lib
eral" churches of Christ. My first choice is April 10, 
1973, in Memphis, Tennessee. Then the representa
tive of the Herald of Truth defended the program 
against its critics. Lynn Anderson denied that he 
claimed a "miraculous vision." Landon Saunders ig
nored the charge that his "Heartbeat" devotionals (an 
adjunct of the Herald of Truth) were tinctured with 
charismatic terminology. Today a look back sees Lynn 
Anderson and Landon Saunders as only bit players in 
a larger, unfolding drama. 

Brother Anderson cannot soon forget describing 
the churches of Christ as a ''big sick denomination." 
The emerging ''New Age" church of Christ seems to 
have "Kierkegaardian" symptoms of a "sickness unto 
death." The think-tank of the Herald of Truth labored 
under the delusion that the public could be hood
winked into believing a fellowship. other than the 
churches of Christ were the sponsors of "Heartbeat." 
The Mormons take enormous pride in their world 
class TV ads with the "Church of Jesus Christ of the 
Latter Day Saints" affixed. Managers of Herald of 
Truth were not so honest. 

The Herald of Truth people thought that E.R. 
Harper could be dropped from the program with a 
minimum of "damage control." They were wrong! 
"Art is long and life is short." Though the life of a 
man is short, the memory of history is not. We will 
remember the Memphis meeting as the place and time 
when the loyal members of the churches of Christ 
stood up to be counted and forced the liberals to show 
their hand. 

I would choose the week of July 4, 1991, as the 
time that marks the widening of the gulf. This was 
during the second meeting of the Nashville Jubilee. 
During these lectures - in a workshop, and in the 
Nashville Tennessean - Jubilee spokesmen trashed 
and ridiculed churches of Christ. These transactions 
have been widely publicized. 
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A Postscript 

Just as A.l. Myhr is associated with troubled times 
in the churches of Christ, so was Don Finto a few years 
back in the highly profiled Belmont church split. We 
have in our midst a new generation of trouble-makers 
who would usher us into the 21st centwy with their 
idea of a ''New Age" church of Christ. They now are 
busily drafting a ''new ecclesiology" and a ''new the
ology." They have a peculiar notion that the church 
is the "second" reincarnation of Christ. 

3 714¥1 Belmont Blvd 
Nashville, TN 37215 
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Practice Discrimination 
By K. J. Gilbert 

That is right, discriminate. Get your attention? 
You mean you don't practice discrimination? 
Why not? If you're not discriminating, you'd 

better start. 
Think I've lost sight of Christ's word? Of the civil 

law? Hardly! Think for a moment. 
To the married: Do you sleep with just anyone of 

the opposite sex? 
To the single: Do you search for a mate of the 

same gender, or for someone with whom you have 
little in common? 

To Christ's church: Will we hire a humanist, 
Hindu, homosexual, or heretic to preach the gospel? 

Would we suffer women to teach or usurp author
ity over men in the worship of God? To be elders? 
Deacons? 

If you answered no to these questions (and you 
should have), then you discriminate based on marital 
status, marital preference, gender, sexual preference, 
religion, and creed - and such discrimination is righ
teous. 

To discriminate in this way is to exhibit sound 
judgment, and Christian judgment must be sensible, 
reverent, and, of course, based on truth (John 7:24; 
John 8:32; 1 John 4:1; 1 Cor. 5: 12-6:5). This is good, 
positive, rational discrimination. 

Yet Christians must make themselves clear when 
speaking of discrimination, for the popular connota
tion of the term is negative. 

The world has attempted to make any discrimina
tion wrong. (The Equal Rights Amendment, if passed, 
would have mandated unisex public restrooms because 
separation of male from female restrooms would be 
discriminatory.) 

The opinion that any discrimination is wrong is not 
true. Those advocating no discrimination, discrimi
nate in some way. When the church follows the man
date of holy scripture, the world accuses the church 
of unrighteous discrimination. 

We must never be guilty of unrighteous discrimi-

nation as the scriptures defme it, such as preferential 
treatment based on skin color, cultural differences, or 
economic standing (Acts 10:34; James 2:1-4). We 
must not be '~udges with evil thoughts" (James 2:4). 

Some in the church are leveling the charge of big
oted, unrighteous discrimination against brethren. The 
accusers, yielding to social pressure, have concluded 
that the church (ultimately God himself) is guilty of 
practicing such discrimination against women. 

If a church forbids women to preach to a mixed 
audience or to be deacons or elders, it is railed against 
for treating women as second-class citizens, for being 
"unenlightened" and living in the "dark ages" of tra
dition. 

Some of these brethren have even espoused the 
irrational opinion of liberal denominationalism that 
relegates the apostle Paul to the position of male, chau
vinist woman-hater. 

These brethren presuppose their position to be true 
and then go to the scripture only to discover their pre
conceived notion is not supported by revelation. They 
then decide the Bible's teaching on the subject to be 
relative only to the culture and age in which it was 
written. Bible teaching on the role of women, for them, 
does not apply today. 

The word teaches that there are no second-class 
citizens in the kingdom of God: ''There can be nei
ther Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, 
there can be no male and female; for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28). 

Each individual is equal in value. No one mem
ber of the body is more important than another (1 Cor. 
12:12-31), but all have separate duties within the body. 

Man is given the role of preaching to, and teach
ing, both men and women. The woman's role omits 
teaching over a man ( 1 Tim. 2: 12). This is not, as 
some would say, a cultural anomaly, for it is grounded 
in the creation (2 Tim. 12:13-14). 

Does this make the woman less valuable? God 
forbid! A deacon does not have the same role as an 
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elder, but this does not diminish the deacon's value. 
The son does not have the same role as his father, but 
that does not make one less valuable than the other. 
To be a deacon or elder one must have specific quali
fications, one of which is "being the husband of one 
wife" ( 1 Tim. 3:2, 12). 

Some see this as an unfair bias against women, but 
male Christians who are not husbands cannot be elders. 
Do they become "second class"? Why is it we don't 
hear these brethren defending single men against 
bigotry? 

Additionally, since we accept the biological differ
ences in the creation, why not also accept the spiritual 
role variations since they, too, are God's creation? 

We are provided with plain teaching in the scrip
tures: different roles don't make different classes. 
Some are good at one thing; others are best at some
thing else. Some are blessed with certain gifts or 
skills; someone else obtains different blessings from 
God. One is instructed to serve in one role; another 
is given a different role; all are God's way. 

No matter what the pressure, we must stand finn. 
"We must obey God rather than men" (Acts 4:29; 
5:19). 

What will you do? 
"As for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah." 

4531 County Rd. 633 
Clanton, AL 35045 
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Some Thoughts on 
"Christmas at Matthew's House" 

By Jess Hall, Jr. 

The November 1992 issue of Wineskins published 
an article by Andre Resner with the catchy title, 
"Christmas at Matthew's House." I have never met 
Andre Resner. I have "met" Matthew. Matthew is a 
friend of mine. A review of the article demonstrates 
that Andre Resner is no Matthew. (For starters, Mat
thew never mentioned the "immaculate conception." 
In Resner's article this Roman Catholic doctrine is 
mistakenly applied to Mary's conception of Jesus. The 
doctrine actually applies to the conception of Mary and 
teaches that Mary is free from the effects of the fall of 
Adam.) 

The article appears to be an attempt to "modern
ize" (and thus make relevant) Matthew's account of 
the genealogy of Christ. Apparently Matthew's 
usneaky" account left the Wineskins' author high and 
dry. Resner apparently thought he would add a little 
water to help us survive crossing Matthew's desert. (Of 
course, it could be that the Wineskins' author was just 
overcome by discovering "after 24 to 25 years" that 
Matthew recorded a genealogy, not to mention the 
murdered children of Rachel, which, incidentally, 
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Matthew did not mention. He does refer to "Rachel 
weeping for her children" [2: 18], but only as 
Jeremiah's prophetic utterance figuratively describ
ing Herod's slaughter of the innocents.) 

Now don't get me wrong. The concept of bibli
cal relevance is a good one. I believe in it. (The dan
ger is that some, in this quest for relevance, have re
placed faithfulness to the scripture with relevance. By 
such conduct, they have not only compromised the 
old wineskins, but the sacred wine itself.) The only 
problem is that Matthew doesn't need "intonation ... 
exclamation marks ... " or "a couple of winks" to be 
relevant. "Christmas at Matthew's House" neither 
creates nor adds to relevance; it both detracts from 
relevance and insults the earthly mother of Jesus. It 
is not surprising that a man who reads so much sex 
into the genealogy of Jesus had trouble seeing some
thing like a genealogy. While no one condones 
Tamar's behavior or Rahab' s occupation, it is a 
stretch across many generations, numerous assump
tions, and miles of imagination to attribute such be
havior to Ruth and Mary. Ruth lay at Boaz' feet while 



he slept on the threshing floor during harvest, undoubt
edly surrounded by people. By custom, such sleep was 
done while fully clothed. Ruth's conduct was no so
licitation of sex but a permitted reminder to impress 
on Boaz the solemnity of his duty as a near kinsman. 
And Mary- no words are strong enough to denounce 
the article's affirmation that Matthew included these 
women to "set us up" for the statement "she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit." Resner's as
sertion that Matthew's language is intended to imply 
about Mary, '"Here we go again, folks ... ' Another 
sexually questionable woman," is nothing short of 
blasphemous. 

Even granting a good motive- to make a present 
day application of the gospel - the method is wrong. 
It smacks of the error that Paul fought in Corinth, 
where the gospel of Christ was not enough. False 
teachers undermined the gospel with their wisdom and 
philosophy in an attempt to attract the sophisticates 
of Corinth. To really make the gospel relevant and to 
market it in Corinth, the false teachers had to throw 
in their two-cents worth where the scripture was si
lent. The gospel that earthly wisdom proclaimed had 
no room for sin, guilt, grace, or judgment. They were 
interested in having ''their needs" met. (This is a form 
of idolatry where "felt needs" are elevated to the high
est value. A person's highest value is his god.) They 
searched for the key to happiness and had seminars 
on success. Paul did not address their "felt needs"; he 
addressed their true need, whether felt or not. If they 
were not "feeling the right needs," it was not because 
the gospel was irrelevant, but because the message of 
the cross was foolishness to those who were perish
ing ( 1 Cor. 1: 18). If they were not asking the right 
questions, it was not because the gospel was dead, but 
because they were dead in their trespasses and sins 
(Eph. 2:1). 

The false teachers appeared to be more popular 
than Paul. They offered the recently converted pagans 
something that was little, if at all, different from what 
they had believed as pagans. They probably even ad
dressed the Corinthians' "felt needs." Their felt needs 
were probably not much different from those about 
which Paul wrote to Timothy - lovers of self, lov
ers of money, proud (2 Tim. 3:2-4). The problem was 
that in their effort to capture the wisdom of the age, 
the false teachers overlooked the triumph of divine, 

wisdom in Jesus Christ -the satisfaction of divine 
justice and the redemption of sinful man. The false 
teachers and the Corinthian sophisticates didn't want 
to win their neighbors as much as they wanted to be 
like them and to be liked by them. As Dean lnge ob
served, ''The church which marries the Spirit of the 
Age will find herself a widow in the Age to come." 

In response to their reaching for a god who would 
show them how to live instead of a God who died for 
them, Paul said, 

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not 
with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declar
ing unto you the testimony of God. For I de
termined to know nothing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with 
you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trem
bling. And my speech and my preaching was 
not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power; 
That your faith should not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God 
(1 Cor. 2: 1-5). 

Could it be that when the gospel is the least mar
ketable, it is the most relevant? 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Sarah-2 
By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

W
hen Abram was 99 years old, God renewed 
his promise and changed the names of both 
Abram and Sarai: "Thy name shall be Abra

ham ... As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her 
name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be" (Gen.17:5, 
15). God again told him that he and Sarah would have 
a son, and Abraham laughed, saying in his heart, "Shall 
Sarah, that is 90 years old, bear?'' (Gen. 17: 17). Later 
God sent three angels to give more specific news as 
to when the birth should be. Sarah, in her tent, heard 
and laughed. God asked Abraham why she had 
laughed, and Sarah denied having done so, because she 
was afraid. Within the next few months, however, her 
shock turned into reality, and she said, "Who would 
have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given 
children suck? for I have born him a son in his old 
age" (Gen. 21 :7). They certainly felt overflowing pride 
in this son and took great care and concern for his 
upbringing and his teaching. 

There is no mention in the book of Genesis of 
what Sarah knew and felt and suffered when Abra
ham took Isaac to Moriah to make him a sacrifice to 
God, but any mother who has ever felt anxiety for her 
child can understand what she must have thought and 
done during those very difficult days. We wonder if 
she wanted to go, too, in order to spend as much time 
as possible with her son. Perhaps she went outside and 
followed part of the route her husband had taken, 
watching for his return; or she might have walked the 
floor of her tent waiting and moaning and praying to 
God. We are not even told whether or not she knew 
the purpose of their trek up the mountain. We must 
remember, however, that, according to the writer of 
Hebrews, she had a very strong faith: "Through faith 
also Sarah herself received strength to conceive seed, 
and was delivered of a child when she was past age, 
because she judged him faithful who had promised" 
(Heb. 11:11). 

22 April 1993 
Firm Foundation 

As a great deal of Genesis concerns the character 
and the actions of Abraham and Sarah, more informa
tion is given in regard to her death than is ever stated 
about any other woman in the Bible. She was 127 
years old when she died, and she is the only woman 
whose age, death, and place of burial are specifically 
mentioned. It is hard to believe that she gave birth 
when she was past 90 years of age, but we know that 
with God all things are possible (Matt. 19:26). It is 
likewise hard to believe that any child could be con
ceived in any woman's body and could then grow 
from zygote to embryo to fetus with all the right com
ponents and with hereditary aspects that were pack
aged and delivered to him in microscopic egg and 
sperm. Such a wonder sets the mind in a spin, yet it 
takes place somewhere in the world about every 10 
seconds of every day of every year. 

In reading of the life of Sarah, what insights can 
a Christian woman of today gain that are useful to her 
in the stressful life she leads? In the first place, Sarah 
was an obedient wife, as she showed when she went 
with Abraham in all of his wanderings from Ur of the 
Chaldees to Haran to Canaan to Egypt, to Gerar, and 
to Hebron, where she died (Gen. 23:1-2). In 1 Peter 
3:5-6, we are reminded that in "old time the holy 
women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, 
being in subjection unto their own husbands: Even as 
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord." Judging 
from the character of her son, we must conclude that 
Sarah was a conscientious, careful mother who spent 
a great deal of time with Isaac. As was mentioned 
above, she was known for her great faith also (Heb. 
11: II). We would all do well to reflect and meditate 
upon the life of this great Bible character. 
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IZth Annual Southwest Lectures 
AprU XX•X4, X993 

''The Abundant Ule'' 
Suruftl~, Apra .. JJ 
9:30 A.M ...................... Loss of Tree of Life (combined classes) ...........•...••......... Perry Cotham 

10:30 A.M .•.................... The Abundant Life ..............................•............•....•....•.... Joe Gilmore 
Congregational Meal 

1 :30 P.M ...................... Questions and Answers .................................................. Cotham and Gilmore 
6:00 P.M ...................... The Life That Reproduces and Reaches the Lost ............ Mike Vestal 
7:00 P.M ...................... The Narrow Way That Leads to Life ................•............... William Woodson 

Moruftl~, Apra .. !2 
9:00 A.M ...................... The Book of Life ............................••..............................• Don Tarbet 

10:00 A.M ...................... The Life of Suffering ....................................................... William Woodson 
Ladies Class .................................................•.....•.........• Laree Hall 

11 :00 P.M ...................... The Life of Stewardship .................................................. Stephen Powell 
1 :30 P.M .....•................ The Fruitful Life of the Spirit ............................................ Tyler Young 
2:30 P.M ...................... Open Forum .................................................................. Dobbs, Gilmore, Tarbet 
3:30 P.M ...................... The Life of Growth and Maturity ...................................... Shan Jackson 
6:30 P.M ...................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M .•.................... The Thief That Destroys Life .......................................... Bill Lockwood 
8:00 P.M ...................... Christ, the Light of Our Life ............................................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Tuadll~, Apra .. !3 
9:00 A.M ...................... The Crown of Life ........................................................... Garrel Forehand 

10:00 A.M ...................... The Life of Hope ............................................................ H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Ladies Class ..............................•.....................•............. Laree Hall 

11:00 P.M ...................... The Grace of Life ........................................................... Bill Lockwood 
1 :30 P.M ...................... From Death to Life ......................................................... M. L. Sexton 
2:30 P.M ...................... The Life of Service ......................................................... Colin Graham 
3:30 P.M ...................... Justification by Faith unto Life ......................................... Dub McClish 
6:30 P.M ...................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M ...................... The Life Free from Condemnation ...•.............................. Thomas Warren 
8:00 P.M ...................... The Life of Reason ......................................................... Dave Miller 
Wednesda~, Apra-. !4 
9:00 A.M ...................... The Changed Life ........................................................... Bob Berard 

10:00 A.M ...................... The Life of Obedience .................................................... Thomas Warren 
Ladies Class .................................................................. Laree Hall 

11 :00 P.M ...................... The Life of Brotherly Love ............................................... Carl Gamer 
1 :30 P.M ...................... The Life of Warfare ........................................................ Stephen Wiggins 
2:30 P.M ...................... Alive and Reconciled in the One Body of Christ ...•........... Perry Hall 
3:30 P.M ...................... The Life Manifested in the Christian Graces ....•............... AI Macias 
6:30 P.M ...................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M ...................... Eternal Life in the Son .................................................... Jerry Moffitt 
8:00 P.M ...................... The Life That Frees from Anxiety .................................... Dub McClish 

Lectures available In book form. 
Audio tapes of lectures available. 

Exhibit space available - on prior approval. 
Accommodations In homes of members. 

Southwest Church ol Christ • 8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748 
512-282·2486 - 512-282-2438 
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Potpourri. •..•.....•. 
The Firm Foundation is continuing to grow. We 

are expanding our subscription base at a rate of more 
than 500 new readers each month. Like love among 
the disciples of Jesus, it needs to abound yet more and 
more. We thank you for your valuable help. 

Readers from all across the nation write with such 
comments as these: "We are pleased to see the type 
material contained in the Firm Foundation ... We look 
forward to each issue ... Best wishes for continued suc
cess ... Keep up the excellent work ... The timeliness 
of your articles is appreciated ... You all are to be com
mended for the fine work you are doing ... Please con-
tinue to remain true to the old paths ... You are doing 
a great work for the cause of Jesus ... May the Lord 
bless you with good health ... Keep the paper coming 
... Here is my check to renew my subscription ... I 
enjoy reading your paper and appreciate the talented 
and godly men who write the articles ... Your recent 
article, "They've Gone Too Far" was superb ... (Andre 
Resner's article) is the most sickening and ridiculous 
thing I have ever heard, especially coming from a pro
fessor at ACU. Where is the board of directors of 
ACU? ... I could not put the paper down until I fin
ished reading it ... I know our Lord said pray for them 
that have the rule over you, but believe you me, it's 
not easy for me to pray for Bill Clinton .... " Enough! 
Enough! Some may get the wrong idea and think we 
are blowing our own hom. 
Announcement 

The Meadowlark A venue Church of Christ, 2810 
Meadowlark Ave., Fort Collins, Colorado, is to cel
ebrate its 25th anniversary August 14-15, 1993. The 
church was established in 1968. All former members 
and all other Christians are invited. For more infor
mation call (303) 223-7788. 
A Wedding Flub 

Jennifer Kay Money, the daughter of the president 
of ACU, married Don Crisp, the son of the chairman 
of the board at ACU. The wedding took place in the 
First Christian Church building at Abilene. 

We wonder why the couple did not marry in one 
of the many beautiful buildings owned by the breth
ren, like the ACU chapel, for instance. They could 
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have easily had the most beautiful music this side of 
heaven ... provided by the Abilene Christian College 
Chorus. The father of the bride approved the arrange
ment, as was indicated when he performed the cer
emony. Sounds like the president and the chairman 
are making a statement. 

The president of the school and especially the trust
ees should remember the words of Thomas Jefferson: 
"When a man assumes a public trust, he should con
sider himself as public property." 
Gimme Gimme Gimme 

Marvin Olasky, a journalism professor at the Uni
versity of Texas, has written a book: The Tragedy of 
American Compassion. Dr. Olasky says, "A lot of the 
war on poverty has failed because it's really a war 
against God." Olasky went underground ~d assumed 
the identity of a homeless person. While eating lunch 
at a church, he asked one of the workers for a Bible. 
"A bagel?" she replied. He repeated the request and 
was told we "don't have any Bibles." 

''The undeserving poor need a kick in the pants, 
rather than a pat on the back," Olasky said. Any able
bodied person with "good values can get out of pov
erty" (Quoted in Human Events, January 2, 1993). 
Some Queer Information 

Homosexual activists are serving in nearly every 
branch of the Clinton/Gore transition team and, ac
cording to The Blade, include David Geffen, a record
ing industry executive who handles economic issues; 
Chai Feldblum, a civil rights attorney who specializes 
in Justice Department issues; and Dennis Maust, who 
trains astronauts and has been working on space is
sues. Homosexual activists are especially enthusiastic 
about Donna Shalala, named to be the new Secretary 
of Health and Human Services. The Blade notes that 
Shalala ''has established herself as a supporter of equal 
rights for gays and people with AIDS." 

Of special concern to the homosexual-activists is 
the trend toward passing anti-special rights initiatives 
such as occurred in Colorado this past November. 
David Mixner, another openly homosexual advisor 
says, "This has the potential of bleeding us dry." 

Conservative constitutional scholar Bruce Fein 



predicted that if President Clinton successfully lifts 
the ban on homosexuals in the military "it would make 
it easier for liberals to alter the 1964 Civi l Rights Act 
to include homosexuals, which would, in turn, open 
the door to same-sex marriages." 

Scene: The presidential receiving line at the post
inaugural White House Open House. A young man 
put out his hand to Bill Clinton and said, "My name 
is Dennie Layton. This is my husband, Joshua." If 
Clinton thought anything was out of the ordinary, he 
didn't indicate it, shaking hands warmly with both 
men. 

Obscene: Roberta Achtenberg, a San Francisco 
gay-rights activist and former member of the city 
council and an open lesbian, has been picked by 
Clinton to be the Assistant Secretary for Fair Hous
ing and Equal Opportunity at the Department of Hous
ing and Urban Development. If confirmed by the Sen
ate, she will be in charge of enforcing our nation's 
housing and anti-discrimination laws and affirmative
action requirements. According to Associated Press, 
Miss Achtenberg currently lives with her "partner," 
Mary Morgan, presiding judge of the San Francisco 
Municipal Court. 
Flash! Flash! Flash! 

Teddy Kennedy has agreed to serve as the chief 
sponsor of the Senate gay rights bill. The original 
sponsor, Alan Cranston (D, Cali f.), did not run for 
re-election last year. Kennedy made the announcement 
of his intention to lead the gay right's fight at a Wash
ington gala sponsored by the Gay and Lesbian Vic
tory Fund. (Source: Human Events, January 30, 1993). 

News weekJBOK-AJcron Beacon Joumal 

More Queer Stuff 
The December issue of American Spectator reports 

a Washington homosexual rodeo called "The Atlantic 
Stampede." One T-shirt read, "Queers on Steers." 
Other homosexuals protested, holding signs reading, 
"Don't Be A Mean Queen!" and "Queers Don't Let 
Queers Bash Animals." 

Sandy Hume, the American Spectator columnist, 
wrote, 

No event in modem times, it seems, can success
fully avoid the wrath of protesters ... A small but 
vocal collection of homosexual animal rights ac
tivists, from organizations like the 'Gay and Les
bian Animal Rights Caucus' and the 'Eco
Dykes' (no kidding) stood outside the entrance 
and chanted, 'Shame! Shame! Shame! Shame!' 

Other signs read, "Gayboys say whoa to rodeo!" 
"Only sissies abuse animals." and "Hey Dyke! Hey 
Queen! Rodeo is Obscene!" 

"Indifferent to the cries of their indignant breth
ren," Hume wrote, "2,000 rodeo-goers filed into the 
arena." They were welcomed by Miss International 
Gay Rodeo 1992. "Wearing a long, white dress and 
heels, she stood about 6'2" and had a voice as deep as 
James Earl Jones' s. She wasn't bad-looking, really, just 
in need of a shave." 

The vending tent had the T -shirts (others read, 
"He's Not My Boyfriend, He's My Ride," and "If you 
rope me, you can ride me," and one had a picture of 
Bill Clinton and AI Gore, clad only in underwear, em
bracing one another and grinning broadly). The 
Clinton-Gore campaign had a prominent display with 
buttons and bumper stickers. Corporate sponsors in
cluded Pepsi and Dodge/Chrysler. Rep. Gerry Studds 
sent his regards in a letter. 

Gives a whole new meaning to the phrase bum 
steer, doesn't it? 
Everything's Coming Up Queer 

Bob Krueger (D, TX) was appointed as interim 
U.S. Senator to fill Lloyd Bentson's seat and, accord
ing to openly gay state senator Glen Maxey of Austin, 
has hired gays for the staff of the Texas Railroad Com
mission and supports in principle a federal civil rights 
bill with protection for homosexuals. 
Take Note 

"The Challenge is to say something uniquely Chris
tian," according to a Lilly Endowment study which 
shows churches losing out when it comes to attracting 
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people aged 33-42. "Pews will get emptier," says the 
study, "unless the churches stop diluting the Christian 
message and preaching relativistic theology." 
Gambling 

William Safrre wrote, 
Politicians push state-sponsored gambling to 
bilk the poor while publishers back lotteries ... 
The truth is that nothing is for nothing. Hard 
work, talent, merit will win you something. 
Reliance on luck, playing the sucker, will make 
you a loser all your life (Conservative 
Chronicle, January 27, 1993, p. 6). 

Nutty Goings-On 
A prime example of lunacy could be found at the 

June 1992 UN Earth Summit in Brazil. The United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Develop
ment (UNCED) and the Global Forum ''people's sum
mit" featured a melding of pagan aboriginal rites, eco
babble, and ecumenical hodgepodge of spiritual te
nets from East and West to form an incoherent uni
versal "faith." 

In his opening address to the UNCED plenary ses
sion, Earth Summit Secretary-General Maurice Strong 
directed the world's attention to the Declaration of the 
Sacred Earth, which was part of the pre-Summit cer
emonies. "The changes in behavior and direction 
called for here," said Strong, "must be rooted in our 
deepest spiritual, moral, and ethical values." Accord
ing to the declaration, 

The [ecological] crisis transcends all national, 
religious, cultural, social, political and eco
nomic boundaries .... The responsibility of each 
human being today is to choose between the 
force of darkness and the force of light .... We 
must, therefore, transform our attitudes and val
ues and adopt a renewed respect for the supe
rior laws of Divine Nature. 

Delegates and members of the news media were 
encouraged to refer to the Rio Declaration and the 800-
page blueprint for government action known as 
Agenda 21 as "sacred texts." Senator AI Gore (now 
vice-president Gore), who led the U. S. Senate del
egation to Rio, reiterated his call for a new spiritual 
relationship between man and earth. Shirley McLaine 
dropped in to lend the goofy rambling of her psychic 
spirituality to the conference. A centerpiece of the 
Global Forum opening ceremony was the Viking ship, 
Gaia, named for the Greek goddess of earth. 

At the culmination of the program, a group call-
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ing itself the "Sacred Drums of the Earth" struck up a 
solemn cadence. The ceremony program said that the 
drummers would ''maintain a continuous heartbeat near 
the official site of the Earth Summit as part of a ritual 
for the healing of our Earth to be felt by those who are 
deciding Earth's fate." Jimmy Cliff sang ''The Rivers 
of Babylon" to close the ceremony. 

On the eve of the opening ofUNCED, a midnight
to-dawn homage to the "Female Planet" was held on 
Leme Beach. After dancing all night, the worshipers 
followed a Brazilian tribal high priestess to the water's 
edge, where they offered flowers and fruits to "Iemanje, 
mae orixa, mother of the powers, queen of the seas," 
and then invoked the blessings of the sea goddess upon 
the summit's deliberations. 

Uri Marinov, Israel's Minister of the Environment, 
issued a New Ten Commandments on Environment 
and Development. No one bothered to ask him what 
was wrong with the original Ten Commandments. As 
we recall, the first commandment states: "I am the Lord 
thy God .... Thou shalt have no other gods before me." 

There were also ''Christian" participants in the sum
mit celebrations. Ministers from the World Council of 
Churches could be found among the cymbal-clanging 
Hare Krishnas, diapered swamis, saffron-robed gurus, 
and witch doctors in loincloths. But they were there 
because of their affinity for an ecumenical spirit that 
promotes a blend of Christianity and paganism 
(Source: The New American, October 19, 1992, pp. 
27-2~.) 

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the 
spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world" Fp 

~outbtuestern 
~tbool of 1\tligion 

Specializing in 
-Expository Preaching-

••• 
Joseph D. Meador 

Academic Diredor 
••• 

4000 West Oakey Blvd. 
Las Vegas, Nevada 891 02·0515 

(702) 877-9629 or 877-6369 



Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 

Postage Appreciated 

Re6feludimt l&tMg TMVt 

Elbert R. Garretson 
Phone (805) 721-8925 

1210 9th Ave. 
Delano, CA 9321 5 

HOUSEPARENTS 
NEEDED 

May 31-June S, 1993 

Free brochure for information on points 
of interest available on request 

Contact Kenneth Bayles • 205-567-9384 
••••• 

3 hours undergraduate credit 
Southern Christian University 

Course title: TS 4310 Restoration Movement III 

Contact: Mac Adkins • 205-277-2277 
••••• 

Points of departure: 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 
HOUSEPARENTS 

Contact 

Wetumpka, Birmingham, and Florence, Alabama 
••• 

Tour hosts: 

Medina Children's Home 
Route 16, Box 75 • Medina, TX 78055 

(512) 589-2871 

James Willcutt- Moulton, Alabama 
Kenneth Bayles - Wetumpka, Alabama 

••••• 
Sponsored by the Wallsboro Church of Christ 

P.O. Box 881 • Wetumpka, AL 36092 

The 1993 Virginia Bible Lectureship 
Theme: "Will You Stand Up for What the Bible Teaches?" 

May 19-21, 1993 

Location: Holiday Inn, Rt. 460 North, Christiansburg, VA 

A. Lowell Altizer 
Mac Deaver 
Garland Elkins 

Hear these faithful gospel preachers: 

Phil Blevins 
Roy Deaver 

Wesley Simon Robert Taylor 

Subjects: 

Eddy Craft 
Thomas Eaves 
Jack Tittle 

"Faithfulness," "Christ," "Gossip," "Inspiration," "God," "Church," "Heaven," "Homosexuality," 
Grace Through Faith," "Hate, Envy, and Jealousy," "The Home," "Young People," "Providence," 

'Worship," "Hell," "Fellowship," "Euthanasia," "Salvation." 

There will be an Open Forum and periods of singing each day. 
All lectures available on both video and cassette tapes. 

A booklet of all lecture outlines will be provided. 

Clarence Laven dar, director 
Hosted by the East Side Church of Christ • P. 0. Box 509 • Christiansburg, VA 24073 • (703) 382-7777 
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William Watson ~tarnes 
-~, 
'-I.~ 

He lived to within 
five minutes of a full 96 
years, and then William 
Watson Starnes passed 
from this life in peace on 
February 12, 1993. He 

and his wife, Pauline, who preceded him in death, 
moved to the southeast corner of Oklahoma while they 
were young. There they raised a family, made a living, 
and preached the word. He died and was buried in 
Idabel, Oklahoma, where he had many friends. 

Brother Starnes was a preacher. That was his first 
love. He did it well. He helped establish several congre
gations, baptized untold thousands, married the young, 
and buried the dead. He worked faithfully in business 
that he might preach the gospel. He could have been 
anything-soldier, politician, man ofletters, man of 
science-and in any field he would have been a leader. 
He was gifted with a swift and clear-cutting intellect. 
Watson Starnes could say with Paul , "What then is my 
reward? That, when I preach the gospel, I may make the 
gospel without charge, so as not to use to the full my 
right in the gospel." 

The word of God bwned like a fire in his bones, and 
he could not forebear to teach the truth that makes men 
free. We can almost hear him say, "For ifl preach the 
gospel, I have nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid 
upon me; for woe is unto me, if! preach not the gospel." 

His talents were controlled for one purpose. He 
struggled heroically that he might be a productive 
preacher. He made himself a scholar. 

His life was hid with Christ in God. He always had 
a twinkle in his eyes and the faint curl of a smile on his 
lips, and there radiated from him a gentle beauty born 
of sterling character. He had his frailties and faults, of 
course. He was made of clay. Still, in the passing of the 
years he became more and more like the Lord he loved 
and served and in whose image his spirit was made. 

All earthly things must pass. "It is appointed unt<Y 
man once to die." "The boast ofheraldry, the pomp of 
power, and all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 
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By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

awaits alike the inevitable hour; The paths of glory lead 
but to the grave." Watson Starnes kept his rendezvous 
with death, as we all must, and now is in that land of 
fadeless day. 

God rewards those who diligently seek after him. 
That is the sure promise of faith. Just as when Lazarus 
died he "was carried away by the angels into Abraham's 
bosom," so did a band of angels come to carry William 
Watson Starnes home. His transport was a sweet 
chariot. He will soon be forgotten by the careless of 
earth, but we rejoice that his name is in the Lamb's Book 
of Life. 

I heard the voice from heaven saying, Write, 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labors; for their works follow 
with them (Rev. 14: 13). 

And I saw the dead, the great and the small , 
standing before the throne; and books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which 
is the book of life: and the dead were judged out 
of the things which were written in the books, 
according to their works (Rev. 20: 12). 

And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled 
with fire; and them that come off victorious from 
the beast, and from his image, and from the nwn
ber ofhis name, standing by the sea of glass, hav
ing harps of God. And they sing the song of 
Moses the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are thy 
works, 0 Lord God, the Almighty; righteous and 
true are thy ways, thou King of the ages. Who 
shall not fear, 0 Lord, and glorify thy name? for 
thou only art holy; for all the nations shall come 
and worship before thee; for thy righteous acts 
have been made manifest (Rev. 15:2-4). 

Asleep in Jesus! 0 how sweet 
To be for such a slumber meet! 
With holy confidence to sing, 
That death hath lost its venomed sling. 

Good night, sweet prince. May we so live that one 
grand day a glad reunion on an eternal shore will restore 
our broken fellowship, and we can together with the 
"angels with the white-robed throng, join in the great 
redemption song." FF 



Cotham~ Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Christians Are Branches 

Jesus often used figures of 
speech to teach. By these narra
tives true to natural life he made 

his lessons understandable, and be
cause they were simple, ''the common 
people heard him gladly." 

On the eve of his betrayal Jesus 
gave the example of the vine and its branches (John 
15: 1-8). This beautiful imagery of Jesus sets forth in 
an allegory the intimate relationship between himself 
and his disciples. 

Notice some lessons taught by Christ in this anal
ogy. First, God is the owner of the vine. "I am the true 
vine, and my Father is the husbandman." Christ came 
into the world as the source of life. Branches can be 
united to God only through Jesus. The husbandman 
is the one who tends the vine. He cuts ·off the unfruit
ful branch and tends the fruitful branch that it may be 
more productive. 

Second, the relationship between the vine and the 
branches is the same as the connection between Christ 
and each disciple. Jesus is the source of all life. The 
branches produce no fruit independent of the vine. 
Some have the mistaken idea that the many different 
religious groups in the world are the branches of the 
vine and that all of them together are the true church. 
The branches cannot refer to denominations for at least 
three reasons: (1) When Jesus said, "I am the vine," 
no denomination was in existence. Protestant denomi
nationalism did not exist until some 1600 years after 
Christ. (2) It is contrary to nature that a single vine 
can produce different kinds of branches, each bearing 
a different kind of fruit. One branch of a vine does not 
produce pumpkins, another branch of the same vine 
grow watermelons, and another branch make grapes. 
(3) Christ used the personal pronouns ye and I. He 
also said, "If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth 
as a branch." 

Third, one must be in Christ to bear fruit. Christ 
said, "Every branch in me .... " He then added, "for 
without me, ye can do nothing." In this text Christ 
used the expression in me 6 times. This repetition 
teaches that men can produce fruit for God only when 
they are in Christ. Salvation is in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10; 
Acts 4: 12; Eph. 1 :3). Salvation is only in Christ. We 
are baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). 

Fourth, the disciple must abide in Christ to main
tain life and continue to bear fruit. Jesus said, "Abide 
in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me. He that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit." The con
sequences of failure to abide in Christ are not only 
fruitlessness but also removal: "Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit he taketh away .... If a man abide 
not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is with
ered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, 
and they are burned." The dead branches are cut off, 
gathered up, and burned. 

Fifth, one continues to abide in Christ, the spiri
tual vine, by continual obedience to his word. Jesus 
said, "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you 
.... " The apostle John told Christians how to remain 
in Christ: "If that which ye have heard from the be
ginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in 
the Son, and in the Father" (1 John 2:24; 3:24; Col. 
3: 16). 

Sixth, Christians glorify God by bearing fruit. 
"Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit." By abiding in Christ and faithfully living the 
Christian life, one can glorify God (Matt. 5: 16; 1 Pet. 
4: 16). There is no happier, fuller, more abundant life 
than being a faithful child of God. 

1814 Santa Croz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

FF 
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DIRECTORY 
• • • • • • • • 

TRAVELING? 

VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $150.00 
for 5 lines; $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 
lines; $240.00 for 8 lines. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

SEND NO MONEY. 
WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BILL YOU. 

ALASKA 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

11 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, 
minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 otT 1-85. 3 miles. 

TENNESSEE 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Robert CHRIST,4400KnightArnoldRd.,Memphis,38118. 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call 
Home or Florida School or Preaching. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-

ORLANDO, PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 
855-5651 or 855-1326. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Gene Stilwell, 
minister. 

0617. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the p.M. Phone ( 407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, evangelist. 
9970 I. (907) 456-4921. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. CALIFORNIA GEORGIA 

ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
ANAHEIM, 1590 W. Ball Road, 92802 (one mile CHRIST 4017 Memon'al Dr Decatur 30032 

• ·• • ' 1245 Karla St., Hurst, 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 
fromDisneyland).(714)535-6170. Sendparticulars (404) 299-1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 9 10 AM 

6 
PM Wed. 

730 
PM B'll Clayto 

ofloved ones in this area; we wilt contact them. 'I · 'd 1 285) ' · ·• · ·• : · · 1 n, ma es ansa e - Eddie Whitten, preachers. 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 otT 1-75. S on Hwy 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 49 (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 p.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713)-351-

Call (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. H. 
TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
(619)367-9400. Wewillcontactlovedonesorfriends. MICHIGAN 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. -----

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
HARRISON-FIR STREET CHURCH OF RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
CHRIST. Preaching the whole council of God. 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAN BER- Mark Purok. minister (517) 539-5561. P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 
NADINO, CA. 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed.·7 P.M. Caii883-S022 or Marvin Morrow, 
minister, 883-5232. 

MINNESOTA VIRGINIA 

central DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 2344 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. to, 11 A.M., 6 So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA 24073. Sun. 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 10, 11 A.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. 

10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed .. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, MISSOURI (703) 382-7837. ____ _ 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church St, 
BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M. 
St. Sun. 8:15A.M. (May 3 thru October 25), Sun. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 703-

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 9:30• l0:20 A.M., 6=30 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M .. (4 l7) 382-7777. 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

COLORADO 

and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11, A.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

MONTANA MAX MEADOWS-FT. CHISWELL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 
~ mile S. 1-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann M. Lee, 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 evangelist. 703-637-4244: 703-223-1787. 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. FOREIGN 

OHIO 
CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446- FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
4808. Services: Sun. 10, II A.M., 6:00 P.M., AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. Call 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, .l.:BJlD: 
343-0143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 

Bus for sale: 1984 Chev., 18 passenger. Front and 
rear A/C, cloth seats, excellent condition. After S 
P.M.: (S02) S21-9141 or (S02) S27-1269. Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 

to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all 
correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 
76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired 
month of publication. Ads must be cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

SUBSCRIBE TO REPROVE. A publication devoted 
to "bringing to light" many of the current 
brotherhood issues. Send $4.00 to REPROVE, 610 
N.E. 29th Street, Grand Prairie, TX 150SO. 

Written debate with Primitive Baptists. We didn't 
know how fatal this doctrine is until our respondents 
put it on paper. One of our respondents wrote, "God 
saves the elect even in unbelief." Another wrote, 
"God saves whom be saves without their knowledge 
or consent... This book refutes these errors. 
Paperback, ISO pages, $3.00 ppd. J. L. Davidson, 
62 Bert Brown Road, Conroe, TX 77302. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Congregation of 125 looking for sound Gospel 
Preacher. Energetic in visitation and personal work. 
Salary negotiable. Send reswne and/or tape, photo 
if available. Quibnan & Center Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 667, Gladewater, Texas 75647. May call 
(903) 845-5800. 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congregation 
needs energetic, motivated, family man with expe
rience, committed to building positive relationships. 
Husband and wife resumes (and video if available) 
requested with transcripts and professional\personal 
recommendations. Salary, benefits and start date ne
gotiable. House and utilities provided. Please reply 
as soon as possible to: Parkview Church of Christ, 
Attention: Jim Scott, P.O. Box 1083, Warren, MI 
48090. 

Wanted: Couple or family, mission-minded, who 
would like to relocate to northern Wisconsin to help 
evangelize and start a church. Must have support or 
be able to work out. Can help with some support 
and moving expenses. For information call (715) 
474-3471 or write to R. Howard, W9272 Hobbles 
Creek Rd., Catawba, WI 54515 

Preacher Wanted: Conservative congregation of 140 
looking for sound gospel preacher. Energetic in visi
tation and personal work. Salary negotiable. Home 
furnished. Send resume and/or tape, photo if avail
able. Hurst St. Church of Christ, 110 Hurst St., 
Center, TX 75935. Phone (409) 598-2372. 

Pulpit minister sought for church of 200 households. 
Candidates should have Bachelor's degree, prefer
ably masters or 
higher with 10 years experience. Send resume and 
tape to Colwnbia Avenue Church of Christ, P. 0. 
Box 1793, Glasgow, KY 42142-1793. 

Experienced gospel minister for so. GA congrega
tion. Good speaking ability, sound, enthusiastic, not 
afraid to preach the truth. We are a friendly grow
ing congregation. We support mission work in three 
foreign countries and several stateside. Send reswne, 
picture, and tape if possible. Send to Morris 
Copeland, Rt. 2 Box 462, Valdosta, GA 31601.912-
559-5370 

PREACHERS AVAILABLE 

Preacher available after June IS. Graduate of Sunset 
School ofPreaching 1975. 51 years of age. Worked 
in Wisconsin and Illinois congregations 1974-1983; 

with present congregation since 1983. Have served 
with present congregation as elder. Would prefer 
upper Midwest but will serve in other areas. Contact: 
Joe D. Mitchell (806) 435-3064. 

Sound gospel preacher with 26 years plus. B.S. in 
Education and M.A.. in Counseling. Desiring to 
relocate in the North. Resume and references 
available upon request. Contact: Thomas Forrest, 
Sr., 435 Crestview Dr., Montevallo, AL. (205) 665-
9549. 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
by Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection 
of thousands of scripture references, each 
summarized and organized under hundreds of 
logically-arranged subject areas. Includes over 2,000 
interesting, important discussion-stimulating 
questions. This extremely clear and easy guide to 
the Bible is a must for every Christian's 
library. It is ideal for Bible classes for all ages and 
for cottage evangelistic studies focused on the 
simplicity and power of New Testament 
Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to Theo
Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

SHENANDOAH LECTURESHIP BOOKS: 1993-
Denominationalism vs the Bible-$ 18.50; 1992-
Biblical Ethics-$20.50; 1991-Rightly Dividing the 
Word: Special Hermeneutics-$16.50; 1988-The 
Current Digression-$8.00-all postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 
San Antonio, TX 78230-2S04 or (210) 696-S532. 
multiple orders sent & bitted. (For reprint of 1990 
RDTW: General Hermeneutics, contact National 
Christian Press.) 

MISCELLANEOUS 
STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale-an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-147S. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or cb~b 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Roclcvitte, MD 20851 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box S010, Pell City, AL 
Bookfinders, 1S9 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 3S125-9267. Annual retreat, Oct. 11-1S, 1993. 

Firm Foundation Bible Correspondence Course 
Sixteen Bible Lessons Written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
s. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 

The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 

From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 

Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 

The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 

The Two Covenants IS. Religious Authority 

The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each - $2.40 per set - plus shipping 
Answer sheets included free upon request. 

Send no money. We will bill you. 
Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

800-572-3619 
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Fourteenth Annual Greater Visalia Lectureship 
Sunday, May 2 - Thursday, May 6, 1993 

A joint effort of West Visalia (4400 West Tulare Ave.) and 
Centra] churches of Christ (1320 S. Church St.) in Visalia, Califo rnia 93277 

''\lrbe 1!\octrine of C!Cbri5't'' 
Sunday - May 2 

9:45 a.m. Jesus' Teaching on Church Discipline 
(West Visaliat) . . . . . . . Dub McClish 

10:45 a.m. Jesus' Teaching on Worship 
(West Visalia) . . . . . . . . Dub McClish 

9:30 a.m. Three Great Commandments 
Ceci l May 

10:30 a.m. The Necessity of Bearing Fruit 
. .. ....... . .. .. . . . .... Cecil May 

6:00 p.m. Abiding in the Doctrine of Christ (2 John 9) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dub McClish 

7:00 p.m. Jesus' Purpose for Coming . . .. . Cecil May 

Monday - May 3 

10:00 a.m. Jesus' Teaching on Freedom 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carl Siebenthall 

11:00 a.m. Jesus' Teaching on Legalism 
...... .. .. . ... . .. ..... Gil Yoder 

7:00 p.m. Jesus' Teaching on Forgiving Others 
..... . ... . . . .. ... .... . Cecil May 

8:00 p.m. Jesus' Teaching on Heaven 
Dub McClish 

Tuesday - May 4 

10:00 a. m. Jesus' Teaching on the Church 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Larry Murdock 

11:00 a.m. Jesus' Teaching on the Providence of God 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eldon Lewis 
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7:00 p.m. Jesus' Teaching on the Holy Spirit 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dub McClish 

8:00 p.m. Jesus' Teaching on the Resurrection 
...... ... ............ . Cecil May 

Wednesday- May 5 

10:00 a.m . Jesus' Teaching on Fellowship 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Allen Robertson 

ll:OO a.m. Jesus' Teaching on Divorce and Remarriage 
..... . .... . ......... Joe Gilmore 

7:00 p.m. Jesus' Teaching on His Second Coming 
. ... ... . . .... . . ....... Cecil May 

8:00 p.m. Jesus' Teaching on Eternal Punishment 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dub McClish 

Thursday- May 6 

10:00 a.m. Jesus' Teaching on the Creation 
...... . ............. Jack Stewart 

11:00 a.m. Jesus' Teach ing about False Teachers 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . George Reed 

7:00 p.m. Jesus' Teaching on Evangelism 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dub McClish 

8:00 p.m. Jesus' Teaching on Repentance 
.... . . .. ...... .... .. .. Cecil May 

t Unless otherwise indicated all services will be held at 
the Central Church of Christ, 1320 S. Church Street. * RVs welcome. Motels nearby. Some housing 
available. For information: (209) 732-7515 or 732-5670. 
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ShouldWeAdd Children's Church? 
By Gary Colley 

The churches of Christ have long realized the im
portance of "speaking where the Bible speaks 
and being silent where the Bible is silent ... call

ing Bible things by Bible names ... doing Bible things 
in Bible ways." 

There is no other way to live and conduct the work 
of the church except by doing what is in hannony with 
Christ's authority (Col. 3:16-17; Matt. 28:18-20). 

Be the Lord's Church 

Evidently some are not satisfied with the simplic
ity and glory of the churches of Christ (Rom. 16: 16). 
How impressive, to the lover of truth, are the worship, 
organization, and plan of salvation the Lord gave. 
How sad to hear of house churches, cell churches, 
underground churches, restructured churches, and 
children's churches- all without even a whisper of 
divine authority. 

We ask, "What happened to the Lord's church?" 
1t appears that some have a serious heart problem 
(Matt. 15:8-9; 22:37-38) and are not satisfied with 
God's Word and the institution Christ bought with his 
blood and set in order. These want to be like the na
tions (denominations) around them. That which was 
born and bred in denominationalism, variously called 
Children's Church, Junior Church, Youth Worship, 
Junior Worship, and Youth Assembly should not be 
adopted by God's people. 

Some have suggested that these arrangements are 
only methods. If so, since we cannot find any author
ity for them in the Bible, we must conclude that they 
arc not scriptural "methods" but are additions. Instru
mental music is not a "method" of singing (Eph. 5: 19; 
Col. 3: 16-17) but an addition to what the Lord com
mands. The "children' s church" is, in the same way, 
an addition to the assembly of tne saints. 

What Does the Bible Say? 

Some scriptural objections to "children's church" 
arc the following: 

1. There is no authority in the Bible for "child
ren's church" (I Pet. 4:11). 

2. The Lord ordained that we meet in one assem
bly for worship (1 Cor. II: 17-18, 20, 33-34). 

3. Chi ldren's church is an unauthorized separate 
assembly, which is a forsaking of the assembly the 
Lord authorized (Heb. 1 0:25). 

4. No assembly of God's people for worship in 
the Old Testament or the New Testament separated 
the children from all others. 

5. Parents should not turn over to others the pre
cious time available to them to train their children. The 
child learns by what he hears, sees, and experiences 
in the worship assembly (Eph. 6: 1-4). The child ab
sorbs valuable lessons from the discipline of public 
worship. (continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

A Fierce Wind Is Blowing 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P aul declared that God has given us evan
gelists and teachers and infallible revela
tion "that we may be no longer children, 

tossed to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in crafti
ness, after the wiles of error; but speaking truth 
in love, we may grow up in all things into him, 
who is the head, even Christ" (Eph. 4: 14-15). 

We have the very word of very God. We have it in WTitten form . 
It is our standard ... pattern ... blueprint ... paradigm ... example ... 
model. It tells us the difference between right and wrong. There 
is no other standard for morality and no other basis for 
getting right with God. 

False doctrine is "blowing in the wind," as the popular song 
says, and will be blowing us down if we do not plant our feet on the 
firm foundation of God's eternal word. 

The president of Abilene Christian University, Royce Money, 
delivered the keynote address for the 1993 Abilene Christian Uni
versity Annual Lectureship. It was quite a production. His speech 
radiated love, gentleness, kindness, meekness, sweetness, and good 
will, excepting, of course, when it came to what Royce Money 
called "the radical right." Then he turned sour and railed out at those 
who plant their feet on the solid foundation of a divine oracle and 
will not be moved. They are a bunch of trouble-makers! Brother 
Money can tolerate anything, except the intolerant. He can't stand 
them. They want to hold us (ACU) accountable for our words and 
call for book, chapter, and verse. Who do they think they are? 
Diotrephes? 

J wrote somewhat unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth 
to have the pre-eminence among them, receiveth us not. There
fore, if I come, I will bring to remembrance his works which he 
doeth, prating against us with wicked words: and not content 
therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and them 
that would he forbiddeth and casteth them out of the church (3 
John I :9-1 0). 

Brother Money thinks if magazines had existed in the first cen
tury, Diotrephes would have had one. See how loving and kind that 
is? Rubel Shelly must be shaking in his boots, for he is the editor 
of a magazine. 



Brother Money clearly thinks the way to get rid of opposition 
is to slap a label on it. He speaks of the "radical voice on the right 
... ultra conservative ... legalistic." We are bold to suggest that this 
kind of labeling will get us nowhere fast. Money offers a mild re
buke and passing warning about those on the left. The proper place 
to be is right where he is - in the broad middle of the road. 

James DeForest Murch in his book, Christians Only, looked 
to the left and saw the Disciples of Christ. He looked to the right and 
saw the churches of Christ. Then, he took comfort in concluding that 
the Independent Christian Church is in the middle and, therefore, 
plenty okay. He called his location the centrist position. He was 
even a little smug about it. He did say of the rightist, "Its people 
have stood like the rock of Gibraltar for 'the faith which 
was once for all delivered unto the saints,' amid the doubt and 
confusion superinduced by liberalism." According to Murch, the 
rightist stands for the Book! In that case, we would have 
to say the rightist is right. 

Now, brother Money, may we humbly suggest that the way to 
decide if a thing is right with God is not struggling to see how many 
unkind labels you can stick on it, but whether it is according to 
God's Word. The measuring rod is divine revelation. Let's stay with 
that! 

Brother Money was horrified to think that anyone would say that 
any teacher at ACU denies the virgin birth of Jesus. Well, President 
Money, if Andre Resner is still on the faculty, he has some explain
ing to do, and you may have some apologies to make. Andre Resner 
wrote an article entitled "Christmas at Matthew's House." It was 
published in the November 1992 issue of Wineskins magazine. In 
the article, Resner, a professor of preaching and theology at Abilene 
Christian University, calls the ap<?stle Matthew "sneaky." Matthew 
wrote as directed by the.Holy Spirit, and if he is sneaky, then the 
Holy Spirit is underhanded and cowardly, which is the meaning of 
sneaky. Resner refers to what he calls "Matthew's covert statement" 
that Mary was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. How was 
that a "covert" statement? We fail to see how the inspired apostle's 
announcement of the angelic statement could be cailed "hidden, dis
guised, concealed, or surreptitious." Is this what the professor means 
by calling Matthew sneaky? Resner calls Mary the mother of Jesus 
"another sexually questionable woman." The another refers to 
Rahab the harlot, and to Tamar, who seduced her father-in-law, and 
to Bathsheba, who committed adultery with David. Resner called 
Mary's pregnant condition a "similar" situation. He says that Mary's 
"predicament" was caused because she behaved like a street-walker. 
He says that Matthew in preparing to recount the birth of Jesus was 
about to tell "the most embarrassing scandal." I have asked Resner 
what is embarrassing or scandalous about the virgin birth of the Son 
of God, but he has not answered. 
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My dear brother Money, I lmow of more than 100 
good men who have read Resner's dreadful article. 
They all say he accuses Mary of sexual indiscretion; 
they agree that Resner said Jesus was born of fornica
tion. I lmow of a half-dozen good men- connected 
with either Wineskins or ACU- who say Resner did 
not deny the virgin birth. All six of them have received 
an urgent, respectful request from me to answer a few 
simple questions about Resner's article, and not one of 
them has replied. As a case in point, I will append to 
this editorial the text of a letter from Andre Resner to 
me and my response mailed to him February 12, 1993; 
he has not deigned to answer. 

Brother Money said in his keynote speech that 
people ought not to get information about ACU from 
the Firm Foundation or some other publication but 
ought to ask ACU. He was kind to say, "We will be 
honest with you. We will tell you the truth because we 
exist to serve the church and you are the church." 

Thank you, brother Money, since I am the church, 
I have some questions for you. What do you mean 
when you say in your speech that you wonder "exactly 
what Jesus had in mind when he said 'church"'? You 
know how to define the church of the New Testament. 
You lmow how to define denominations. You know 
the church is not a denomination. Whence, therefore, 
cometh your wonder? Tell us, please, what you have 
in mind. 

At the end of your speech, you raise "four big 
questions." The first one is: "How is the Bible de
signed to be God's final word for man?" Then you 
say, "We need to decide that." What is it that 
needs to be decided? Are you suggesting additional 
revelation- something more than the "once-for-all
delivered faith"? 

Your second question is: "Where does [sic] tradi
tion and custom and personal preference stop and be
lief essential to salvation and the practice of Christian
ity start?" If you speak of human traditions, then, of 
course, to teach them as doctrine is vain. If you mean 
biblical tradition, then that is the belief that is essen
tial to salvation. Tell us what you mean. Please speak 
plainly so this plowboy can understand. 

Your third question is: "How much diversity are 
we going to be willing and able to tolerate before fel
lowship is fractured?" Earlier in your speech you de
fined diversity as different geographical locations, skin 
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color, country folk versus city people, and the like. Is 
that what you are contemplating in your question? Or 
are you talking about women preachers and elders and 
song leaders, instrumental music, and accepting or
ganic, theistic evolution as an explanation of the ori
gin of the species? Please help me by telling just what 
kind of diversity you have in mind. 

Your last question is: "Why are we not growing 
through evangelism?" If by evangelism you mean 
preaching and teaching the Gospel publicly and pri
vately, then what more is there? Do you know of 
some other power to save? 

Since I am the church, I know you will be honest 
with me and tell me the truth because you are here to 
serve me. (The truth is that the school is an adjunct to 
the home and derives its authority from parents who 
have the obligation to train their children in the nur
ture and admonition of the Lord. The church, itself, is 
an educational institution.) 

Finally, my beloved brother, be assured that I love 
Abilene Christian University and want to see it pros
per. This does not mean that we will stand helplessly 
by and watch liberals steal what many of us have sac
rificed to build. We are not without alternatives. 

Appendix 
Cz6B'O 
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Dobbs' First Letter to Resner 

January 5, 1993 

Dr. Andre Resner 
Abilene Christian University 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

Dear brother Resner, 

Enclosed is a photocopy of a first draft for a pro
posed editorial in the March 1993 issue of the Firm 
Foundation. Since you are mentioned unfavorably in 
the editorial, I wanted you to have an advance look at 
the article. 

You may not agree with my observations and ar
guments. If you find anything in the article that is not 
factual, I would appreciate hearing from you. Our 



production process makes it necessary for me to have 
the finished draft in the hands of the typesetter no later 
than February 1, 1993. 

We are printing this information with sadness. We 
strongly feel that your actions leave us no choice but 
to respond. The virgin birth of Jesus is a cardinal doc
trine of the New Testament, and your promotion of the 
idea that his birth was illegitimate is unacceptable and 
must be exposed. I urge you to repent. 

Faithfully, 

s/H. A. "Buster" Dobbs, editor 

Resner's First Letter to Dobbs 

January 17, 1993 

Dear Mr. Dobbs, 

Thank you for the courtesy of seeing your con
cerns prior to print. I am truly sorry that you misun
derstood my article. 

Regarding your doctrinal concerns: I do be
lieve in the virgin birth, and I do believe in the inspi
ration and integrity of the Bible. 

In the service of Christ, 

sf Andre Resner 
O:tS'O 

Dobbs's Second Letter to Resner 

February 12, 1993 

Mr. Andre Resner 
Abilene Christian University, Box 8403 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

Dear brother Resner, 

Your letter dated January 17, 1993, arrived yester
day- the postmark on the envelope was February 8, 
1993. Your claim that I misunderstood your article and 
your statement that you do believe in the virgin birth 
of Jesus are confusing in the light of what you wrote 
in the article. Perhaps you will help me by answering 
the following: 

1. To whom do you refer as "another sexually 
questionable woman"? 

2. If you refer to Mary the mother of Jesus, then 
what sexually questionable women are referred to by 
the "another"? 

3. If the other sexually questionable women are 
Tamar, Rahab, and Bathsheba, in what sense is Mary 
"another''? If Mary was "another'' of a different kind, 
what statement in your article so indicates? 

4. Why do you call Matthew "sneaky"? What do 
you mean by that? 

5. Why do you say Matthew's gospel "begins in 
sexual scandal"? 

6. How was the birth of Jesus "the most embar
rassing scandal"? How was the birth of Jesus more 
embarrassing than the fornication of Judah? How was 
the birth of Jesus more embarrassing than the brothel 
of Jericho? How was it more embarrassing than the 
adultery of Bathsheba? What is embarrassing about 
the virgin birth of the Son of God? 

7. What do you mean when you say, "If God 
used those of the Messiah's family tree thus"? What 
do you mean when you say, "Why wouldn't the Mes
siah himself come from a similar situation"? What is 
the "similar'' situation? How does the conduct of Mary 
have a resemblance to the conduct of Tamar, Rahab, 
and Bathsheba? · 

I know of more than 100 capable men who have 
read your essay and have come to the conclusion that 
your article denies the virgin birth of Jesus. If you 
want to rescind your statements, we will be happy to 
provide space in the Firm Foundation but believe the 
retraction should be forthright. If you can give satis
factory answers to the above questions, then I will 
print a retraction and apology in the paper. 

Faithfully, 

s/H. A. "Buster'' Dobbs, editor 

C:dF3 

There has been no further word from Andre 
Resner. Fp 
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Should We Add Children's Church? 
(continued from page 1) 

"From a Babe" 
Some contend that children cannot learn from pub

lic preaching. Let me exhort you, Do not be fooled 
by this argument. I still recall many lessons preached 
by my faithful father in public worship. My dear 
mother made me sit still and pay attention. If some
one, in misplaced zeal, had taken me out of the as
sembly, I would have missed hearing and remember
ing many great preachers, men like Foy E. Wallace, 
Jr., C.R. Nichol, J.D. Tant, L.N. Moody, Horace W. 
Busby. In my preaching, I still use many of the doc
trinal points and illustrations of these men. The influ
ence of the solemn service and the impression of see
ing my parents engage in an activity that was impor
tant to them created an impression on my mind that 
will never fade. A very small child looks up to the man 

in the pulpit, admires him, and may be encouraged to 
become a preacher of righteousness. 

Beware of Robbers! 
Parents, wake up, stand up, and think up! You can 

stop this addition made by man, even when others will 
not listen to the Lord. Please accept the exhortation 
not to feed up, color up, or play up your children ... 
but ''train them up" in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. Remember Timothy's mother and grand
mother and the great work they accomplished from 
Timothy's youth. Do not let anyone rob you of the 
precious time to train your children in acceptable wor
ship to Almighty God (John 4:24). 

1605 Martin Hill Dr. 
Tupelo, MS 38801 

Fp 

There's a Monster Out There! 
By Pat Mcintosh 

With most adults, the word monster brings 
varying thoughts and images to mind. Along 
serious lines, we may envision the actions of 

serial killers, rapists, and child abusers. In regard to 
less "serious" matters, we might think along the lines 
of those images which cause nightmares for our chil
dren. These images will include fangs, grotesque claws 
or fingernails, and any number of terrible features de
signed to scare them. 

The "monster" I am speaking of does not neces
sarily fit the mold of these descriptions. This monster 
may appear to be harmless and may also claim to be 
trying to help. The sad reality is that it is seeking to 
control society through our children! It wears several 
names, such as: "SIECUS" (Sex Information and Edu
cation Council of the United States), "APPAC" (Ado-
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lescent Pregnancy and Parenthood Advisory Council), 
and most importantly, "comprehensive sexuality edu
cation." Under the guise of concerned educators seek
ing to lessen our teenage pregnancy rate, we once 
again see ')ust plain" humanism rearing its ugly head. 

Many will vehemently deny that any of these 
exist or, at least, constitute something which merits 
our concern as parents and Christians. This false 
claim can be refuted by an examination of some of 
the guidelines and recommendations forwarded 
by these groups. 

SIECUS is a private organization established in 
1960. A 50 plus-page booklet of proposed guidelines 
for comprehensive sexuality education shows startling 
information. Please notice a few of these things and 
the age groups they desire to target: 



Level 1 - 5-to 8-year-olds 
1. Sexual intercourse and how babies are born. 
2. Living together without marriage. 
3. Homosexuality, "gay" and "lesbian" relation

ships. 
4. Divorce, masturbation, and abortion. 

Level 2 - 9-to 12-year-olds 
1. "There are ways to have intercourse without 

causing pregnancy." 
2. Sexual orientation (implying the lack of control 

one has in regard to his/her sexual preference). 
3. "Homosexual love relationships can be as ful

filling as heterosexual relationships." 
4. Masturbation for sexual pleasure during pu

berty. 

Level3 -12-to 15-year-olds 
1. "People do not choose their sexual orientation." 
2. "Gay men, lesbian women, and bisexuals can 

lead fulfilling lives." 
3. Locating agencies that do not require parental 

permission, are confidential, and cost little or no 
money. 

4. Where to buy contraceptives. 
5. The right to make decisions about abortion, 

contraception, and other reproductive matters. 

Level 4 - 15-to 18-year-olds 
1. "Women have the right to make the final deci

sion about whether or not to have an abortion." 
2. "Some people continue to respect their religious 

teachings and traditions but believe that some views 
are not personally relevant." 

3. "There is no evidence that erotic images in the 
arts cause inappropriate sexual behavior." 

4. Communicating with "sexual partners" about 
needs and limits. 

5. "Teenagers who date need to learn to negotiate 
decisions about sexual behaviors and limits." 

While these are obviously merely "touching the 
hem of the garment," enough is shown here to mani
fest the inclination of these groups to take sexuality 
education out of the hands of parents and place it in the 
hands of our education system. 

APPAC is a committee having its establishment in 
1987. The purpose of this group was to make a study 
concerning the teenage pregnancy problem in Texas 
and make recommendations to "cure" the source of 

that problem. Their recommendations include the fol
lowing: K-12 sex education and school-based clinics 
which provide contraception (condoms and pills) and 
abortion referral. They have also recommended the 
implementation of what they call the Adolescent Bill of 
Rights, which will include the right to the provision of 
"confidential reproductive health services" and com
prehensive, scientifically valid hmnan sexuality educa
tion (offering a broad range of "scientifically accept
able" behavior). They also recommend an amendment 
to state laws concerning parental consent or notifica
tion in regard to students being absent from school in 
receiving reproductive health care (referred to as the 
"sneak rule") and receiving confidential contraceptive 
care (condoms, pills, etc.). 

A matter of vital concern to Christian parents in 
regard to these groups and their recommendations is 
seen in the terminology they employ. "Comprehensive 
sexuality education" may appear harmless but includes 
the matters we have seen above. Whatever the name 
this "monster" chooses to wear, this phrase must be 
seen as a "red flag" and rejected as something intended 
to take control away from the parents. We must insist 
upon maintaining the right and responsibility as Chris
tian parents to educate our children in a fitting man
ner (Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4). Further, we must be wary 
of their use of the term abstinence. On the surface, 
many may support this effort if abstinence is taught. 
Their definition of abstinence only covers the ultimate 
act of sexual intercourse. Masturbation (alone or with 
a partner) and oral sex are viewed as "abstinence" 
when they are allowed to define this word. 

Many concerned parents may ask, "How close are 
we to seeing these things being implemented?" In 
Texas, SB 20 has already been filed. This bill includes 
pregnancy prevention and AIDS prevention education 
along with other terminology broad enough to incor
porate SIECUS guidelines and APPAC recommenda
tions. The 1993-94 Health Plan for Texas recommends 
the SIECUS guidelines for public schools and is sup
ported by Governor Ann Richards. Some schools in 
Texas are already considering adopting them or have 
already done so. Texas is not alone in these consider
ations. The Southern Governor's Association is im
pressed with the findings of APP AC and is looking to 
introduce these things into other states. Many other 
states are moving rapidly in the same direction. 
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In conclusion, a valid and critical question to be 
considered is: What can be done about these things? 
Simply stated, we must act now! A bill is currently 
being considered that will abolish APP AC. Write the 
governor, state representatives, and senators and make 
your voices known. Many letters have already been 
sent and are beginning to change minds. Remember 
that abolishing APP AC is not enough. We must be 
aware of any group or legislation advocating "compre
hensive sexuality education." Get in touch with your 
local school boards; see what they are planning to 
implement in your respective school districts. 

Refusing to take a stand in regard to these issues 
is, in fact, an action condoning their practice and 
implementation. We as Christians cannot sit idly by 
but must "earnestly contend for that which is right" 
(Jude 3 ). May we all be determined that sex education 
be the ultimate responsibility of Christian parents. May 
we insist upon the right/obligation to provide a Bible
based standard of morality (2 Tim. 3: 16-17; 1 Pet. 
4:11; 2 Pet. 1 :3). May we forever wage the war against 
the tool of Satan known as "humanism." 

1303 Pinehill Drive 
Jefferson, TX 75657 

FF 

PackofLies 2 
"The Christian Must Have No 

Voice in Government" 
By Lindell Mitchell 

The Lord's statement, "Render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are 
God's" (Mark 12: 17), was revolutionary. He in

formed Christians under the Roman yoke that under 
some circumstances, one has a loyalty to God and the 
state. As far as possible Christians should live with 
loyalty to both authorities. However, the Lord also 
knew that conflict between the two authorities was 
inevitable. Whenever the secular power demands for 
itself honors that belong only to God, Christians must 
resist. 

Early Christianity was a minority religion in a 
secular society. That changed under Constantine, who 
sought to make Christianity coextensive with the state. 
In other words, everybody born in the Roman Empire 
would be a Christian because the state would require 
it. This led to many horrible abuses of religious and 
civil authority. 

When the Pilgrims came to this country, it was to 
escape the tyranny of a state church. They knew that 
uniting the church and state resulted in a loss of indi
vidualliberty and in the abuse of civil power to en-
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force the whims of the religious elite. Thus, our Con
stitution contains these familiar words: Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. The obvious 
intent was to prohibit the federal government from 
establishing a state church. Clearly it was not intended 
to prohibit the free exercise of religion. One would 
need a doctorate in psychology, philosophy, or theol
ogy to miss the point. 

Today this amendment is deliberately abused in 
an attempt to separate all religious influence from gov
ernment. Whenever any religious influence is exerted, 
liberals, secularists, and political hacks howl as if shot! 
We are ordered to be silent because of the alleged 
"wall of separation" between church and state (the 
phrase wall of separation does not appear in the Con
stitution, Bill of Rights, or Declaration of Indepen
dence). 

The founding fathers of this nation never dreamed 
that separation of church and state meant that God 
should be banished from government. Anyone who 
visits Washington sees ample testimony to their 



belief that faith in God was the basis for establishing 
law and running a nation. 

The Ten Commandments hang over the head of the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Comi. (Would that they 
had read them before handling down the infamous Roe 
V. Wade decision of 1973.) In the Rotunda the words 
In God We Trust are engraved, and on the Library of 
Congress we have "The heavens declare the glory of 
God and the firmament showeth his handiwork." The 
Washington Monument and other government build
ings contain phrases of Scripture. 

The American colonies were powerfully influenced 
by Lex Rex, a book written by Samuel Rutherford. 
Rutherford's premise was that law and government 
must be based on the Bible rather than the word of 
man. All men are under the law and not above it. 

John Witherspoon, a Presbyterian preacher, helped 
weave the principles of Lex Rex into our Constitution. 
He was the only preacher to sign the Declaration of 
Independence. He also served in the Continental Con
gress. Many of Witherspoon's students, who were pro-

foundly influenced by him, later reached positions of 
prominence. They included a pres ident, James Madi
son; a vice-president, Aaron Burr; 10 cabinet offic
ers; 21 senators; 39 congressmen; and 12 governors. 
Obviously there was no thought among them that 
Christianity and government do not mix. 

Christians ought to make their influence felt in lo
cal, state, and national elections and speak up for what 
they believe. For too long we have lost crucial battles 
because we did not fight! 

Let us be careful to keep our loyalty to the Lord 
first. We cannot sell our souls to the Democrats or 
Republicans. We must oppose error wherever we find 
it. Remember, when judgment comes to a nation, it 
falls on the righteous as well as the unrighteous. It is 
our responsibility to use all the leverage we can to 
preserve our liberty and stay God's hand of judgment. 

Deo Vindice. 
Box 316 

Livingston, TX 77351 
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Edward J. Craddock Passes 
Evangelist • Church of Christ • 1906 - 1993 

By Ray A. Dillard 

B
rother Edward J. Crad
dock, 87, died at his 
home at 470 I Lebanon 

Road in Nashville, Tennes
see, on January 22, 1993. The 
funeral service was held 
January 26. Steve Hale, local 
preacher with the Mt. Juliet 

----..-:::.___./ Church of Christ, and two 
long-time preacher friends, Charles Davis and Ray 
Dillard, conducted the funeral. He was buried in Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery. He is survived by his wife Ann 
Hayes Craddock, a faithful companion in the later years 
of his life. 

Edward began preaching at age 17 at the 12th A v
enue congregation in Nashville. He preached for years 
all over the United States and Canada. Thousands were 

baptized, congregations were started, and untold num
ber of young people were encouraged to leadership 
in the church. Only four times did he pause to do 
local work: Chicago, St. Louis, Portsmouth, Ohio, and 
Nashville. He held over 100 Gospel meetings in 
Nashville alone. He was a member of the Civitans and 
delivered messages to hundreds of high school stu
dents. 

In 1967 brother Craddock created and published 
The Christ Emphasis New Testament. For the last few 
years he had been editing the work of dozens of quali
fied and fa ithful brethren for The Christ Emphasis 
Bible. He finished the editorial work and got it ready 
for publication before he died. 

Truly a great preacher and writer has passed from 
among us. 
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The Shifting Current 
By Reuel Lemmons 

(Apri/17, 1962) 

I 
t is our prediction that the coming battle will be with 
the liberal left. In many respects it will be a far more 
terrible struggle, and the wounds and scars will 

show it. We are neither a prophet nor the son of a 
prophet, but the above two sentences are worthy of 
remembrance years hence. 

It is an admitted fact that one of the leading areas 
of possible apostasies is our schools. This is true be
cause that's where most of our young preachers are 
trained. They, in turn, teach the church, and like 
preacher like people. Regardless of the merits or de
merits of this system, such is the present case. Our 
schools, as schools must, place emphasis upon educa
tion. All are developing highly educated faculties, 
which is as it should be. Bible faculties pursue their 
graduate studies in denominational atmospheres where 
every professor is an avowed modernist, or at least a 
liberalist. Regardless of resistance, some of this attitude 
soaks in. This is not an indictment, nor even criticism, 
of the Bible faculty of any school; they would not be 
human if these men did not absorb something from 
their professors. 

Teachers strive to maintain an open mind them
selves, and strive to maintain an open mind in every 
student. This is as it should be. Any man should be 
ready and willing to receive any new truth he may find. 
But students are immature. They come to a professor's 
class not only to explore possibilities; they come to be 
told something by someone who knows. Bible teach
ers in our colleges should know what they believe and 
should be able to tell their students. The newly devel
oped trend to make the classroom only an exploration 
expedition, leaving the student to fmd and form his own 
conclusions is, in the final analysis, the very setting that 
produced all liberalism and modernism. It is a dethrone
ment of God and inspiration,.and an enthronement of 
man and his existentialism. 

It produces, and is producing, a generation of young 
preachers who are saying, "Well, what if there were a 
second Isaiah?" They are saying, "This old idea of 'ap
ostolic example' is old fashioned." They are saying, "It 
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would be all right to partake of the Lord's supper on 
Thursday night." They are saying, "The letter of the 
law was never intended for us." They are saying, 
"Fellowship should embrace all who have the new 
birth." They are saying, "There are Christians in all 
churches." They are saying, "I used to preach 'faith 
in a plan'; now I preach 'faith in a person- not faith 
in a plan."' They are saying dozens of other things 
that preachers a generation ago would not have dared 
say. We circulate a good deal among young preach
ers and we hear these things and have received them 
written in articles that come to this office. We have 
seen smirks on the faces of some good men when 
the old battle cries of the Restoration are repeated, 
and have seen them glance knowingly at each other 
when some liberal or modernistic statement crept into 
someone' s speech. 

Brethren, pray tell us how one can be saved 
through faith in a person; not faith in a plan. We have 
never been conscious of any brother in all the his
tory of the church who did not believe it took faith 
in a man (Jesus) to save us. But how, in the name of 
reason and common sense, can one have faith in a 
person without having faith in his plan? Let us ask 
these men this question: "Can a man be saved 
through faith in a person, and without faith in a 
plan?" Of course the plan would be useless without 
the person, but salvation would be just as impossible 
without the plan. It hurts to see Gospel preachers 
showing contempt for a plan. 

Reue/ Lemmons, deceased 
(Brother Lemmons wrote the above editorial just be

fore he lost his footing and fell head-over-heels down the 
slippery slope of liberalism. Alas! May that be a wanJ
ing to us. "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall. "Had brother Lemmons kept his balance and 
written the editorial this year, he doubtless would have 
included denial of the virgin birth of Jesus in his list of 
what liberals in the church are mouthing. Anyhow, in 
1962 he had a pretty good grip on the situation, and his 
31-year-o/d article bears repeating- Dobbs.) 



Address by President Don H. Morris 
ACC Faculty Meeting 

May 14, 1968 

M
any speeches begin with the superfluous state
ment that this is a time of change. The statement 
is true with regard to higher education. The last 

years have been a time of bigger enrollments and a 
time of better facilities in most colleges and universi
ties. It is a time of change at Abilene Christian in both 
of these areas. Our enrollment this present year is the 
largest ever; and, with our Design for Development, 
it seems that during the next few years we will have 
at our command the most useful facilities ever afforded 
one of our Christian colleges. 

In our information to the public we have referred 
to 1967-68 as "The Year of Change" at Abilene Chris
tian College. When we announced the Design for 
Development three years ago, and during this pre
sent year of change also, we have remembered, I am 
glad, our promises and consequent obligations to 
our thousands of friends, to the church, and to the 
world. We have told our friends that we are advanc
ing the changeless. 

Advancing the changeless! A great institution like 
Abilene Christian College is much like a great oak; it 
grows and develops; it gets taller, and it spreads its 
boughs; and yet its sources of life and strength remain 
constant and the same. We do advance the changeless, 
because our concepts of education at Abilene Chris
tian College are as changeless as eternal truth. 

In order to carry out the promises of Abilene Chris
tian College, the founders of the college in its charter 
provided for a board of trustees. At first the board was 
made up of a dedicated group of five honorable and 
successful Christian men. The charter has been 
amended at different times until now the 
board is composed of 45 men, all just as honorable 
and dedicated and as interested in the basic pur
poses of the college, I believe, as were those 
great men who started Childers Classical Institute 
on its course 62 years ago. 

The board is the policy making body of Abilene 
Christian College. Its responsibility is to set the pur
poses and the principles that guide the college. The 
business of the board also is to see to it that the prom
ises of the college which I have referred to- its poli
cies and its principles - are lived up to, that its pur
poses are carried out by the officials of the college 
who are designated to do so. 

To carry out the policies of Abilene Christian 
College, to see to it that its promises are kept, to see 
to it that the proper individual officials and teachers 
are employed to keep the promises, the charter of the 
college provides that a president shall be employed 
by the board. He is responsible to the board for the 
operation of the college, for its promotion, and for the 
day-to-day decisions and impressions made on this 
campus. Through the board, the president is also re
sponsible to all who believe in the college - who 
believe in it because of the promises it has made and 
because of the principles which the college has de
clared it will follow. 

Thousands of people have acted upon these prom
ises. During the past nine months, 3,394 students and 
their parents, probably between eight and 10 thousand 
individuals, have patronized Abilene Christian Col
lege. These individuals have made a contractual agree
ment with the college, based upon the principles for 
which they believe the college stands. They have 
trusted Abilene Christian College in the most far
reaching way possible. They have entrusted them
selves (the students have), and the parents have en
trusted their children to us for education, for direc
tion, and for all-around development. 

Abilene Christian College is responsible to an
other large number who have made gifts to it. At the 
time of the February meeting of the National Devel
opment Council,. 8,299 different gifts had been made 
in the Design for Development- gifts ranging from 
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a few dollars to over a million dollars. Other than par
ents and students, these are the most important people 
that we do business with -people that we make our 
promises to. It is really astounding when you remem
ber that counting parents, students, donors, and their 
wives and husbands, during the past three years 
Abilene Christian College has been involved in this 
definite contractual relationship with prob'ably 25 
thousand to 30 thousand individuals. 

To see to it that Abilene Christian College does 
its work - that our obligations are carried out in these 
contractUal relationships, many other individuals make 
up its organization. 

06lP3 
(Editor's note: After referring to the responsibilities 

of the various departments, President Morris 
continued:) 06lP3 

Of course the most important function of Abilene 
Christian College is educational. 

In our educational program there are two basic 
functions which the college has set for itself. The 
first is academic per se: we are a college. We are mor
ally bound to do the work of an institution of higher 
learning as best we can. The charter of Abilene Chris
tian College, written in 1906 and approved and ex
tended for an indefinite time on May 26, 1967, re
quires the 

maintenance of a college for the advancement 
of education in which the arts, sciences, lan
guages, and Holy Scriptures shall always be 
taught, together with such other courses of in
struction as shall be deemed advisable by the 
Board of Trustees. 

Yes, we are a college, and I am proud of the ser
vice we have rendered as an institution of higher learn
ing. This service is attested to by the recognition given 
us by other colleges and universities, by the state of 
Texas, by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools, and the recognition that comes from thou
sands of alumni being leaders in their professions 
and businesses throughout the world. We must con
tinue to hold to our academic standards so that 
this service which we offer to young people may be 
the most far-reaching possible. 

The other basic educational function of Abilene 
Christian College is religious. Every one of us is here, 
first of all, because of our religious purposes. Our 
trustees, our National Development Council, our pa-
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trons, you and I - all of us - invest our time and 
money here because of this great purpose. We are glad 
to give ourselves to this cause because of the extent 
to which we be,lieve in years past we have accom
plished that most important of all of our purposes. 

That purpose in which so many have invested their 
lives- men and women like Charles H. Roberson, 
Miss Jewell Watson, brother Cox, brother Baxter, 
brother Sewell, and Mrs. Bishop- the purpose, I re
peat, to which so many of us here today have given 
the greater part of our lives (and, as the Declaration 
says, "our sacred honor") is clearly defmed in the char
ter. The charter of Apilene Christian College, refer
ring to the college, says, 

which shall be managed and controlled as here
inafter set forth by a board of trustees, each of 
whom shall be a member of a congregation of 
the Church of Christ, which takes the New Tes
tament as its only and sufficient rule of faith, 
worship and practice, and rejects from its faith, 
worship and practice everything not required by 
either precept or example, and which does not 
introduce into the faith, worship and practice, as 
a part of the same or as adjuncts thereto any 
supplemental organization of anything else not 
clearly and directly authorized in the New Tes
tament either by precept or example. 

This paragraph from the charter of Abilene Chris
tian College sets the religious course of the college. 
The charter enforces this commitment by stating fur
ther that the qualifications of board members just 
given you, cannot be changed and that all gifts to the 
college are given and are to be considered by law to 
be given on this condition. 

So we do have a commitment - a promise - a 
legal promise that can be enforced by law by donors 
to the college and their heirs. Also we have a moral 
commitment to all: to parents, to students, to alumni, 
to friends. The donors come in as a kind of surety of 
the promise that is made to all. 

What does the promise say? It says that the policies 
of Abilene Christian College shall be made by men who 
believe in the church, the church that takes the 

New Testament as tts only and sufficient rule of 
faith, worship and practice and rejects from its 
faith, worship and practice everything not re-
quired by either precept or example, and which 
does not introduce into the faith, worship and 
practice, as a part of the same or as adjuncts 
thereto any supplemental organization or any-



thing else not clearly authorized in the New Tes
tament either by precept or example. 

Now there is not a person here today who doesn't 
know what that means. I know what it means, and I 
am honor bound by it. It means that religiously 
Abilene Christian College stands for the organization 
of the New Testament church- that it stands for the 
law of conversion of the New Testament, the worship 
as taught in the New Testament - that religiously it 
stands for the name of the church in the New Testa
ment and for Bible teaching in all matters. I am call
ing attention to this today as a review and as a re
minder to all of us of our purposes and promises. We 
are all honor bound by these principles. It is not too 
much for the administration to expect that the teach
ing and influence of the college conform to these re
quirements. It is npt enough not to expect jt. 

Someone will ask, "Doesn't this limit academic 
freedom?" 

There is not a university or college in the United · 
States where so-called academic freedom is not quali
fied or limited in some particular. I believe in free
dom as much as any person here- freedom to search 
for truth and freedom of expression, as long as these 
do not interfere with the academic or religious aims 
of Abilene Christian College. We are controlled by our 
aims just as are other institutions. 

(),{HP3 

(Editor 's note: President Morris talked about how 
Abilene Christian College does not have to compro
mise its principles to be a part of Colleges and Uni
versities of the North Central Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools; he then made some observa
tions on relationships between the various depart
ments in the college; he concluded by saying:) 

A.D. 70 Debate 
Bill Lockwood- Marlow Church of Christ, Marlow, OK 
Defends: The Bible teaches that the second, or final, 

coming of Jesus Christ is yet future and will 
occur at the end of the Christian dispensation. 

Don Preston -Ardmore Church of Christ, Ardmore, OK 
Defends: The Bible teaches that the second, or final, 

coming of Jesus Christ occurred at A.D. 70 in 
the destruction of Jerusalem. 

7:00P.M. • May 3, 4, 6, 7, 1993 
Marlow Church of Christ 

301 North Broadway • Marlow, Oklahoma 73055 

As I have said, this is a statement of policy needed 
at this time. All of us need greatly to keep our bal
ance in these days. We need to be slow to jump to 
conclusions and to accept rumors and gossip. We need 
to have faith in each other; we need to have faith in 
ourselves; and above all we need to tie our faith to 
the everlasting purposes and principles upon which 
men have built Abilene Christian College. 

(),{HP3 

(Editor's note: Bravo! Well done! Excellent! We 
commend this to the present administration of the 
school and ask them to make a statement as clear and 
concise as the statement made by President Morris in 
1968. We will be happy to print such a declaration.) 

G6UO 

In 1968 the Bible faculty of Abilene Christian Col
lege made the following statement: 

A Voluntary Statement of Conviction 

We, the Bible Faculty of Abilene Christian Col
lege, voluntarily profess our faith in God, in the deity 
of Jesus Christ, in the Bible as inspired, infallible, and 
inerrant in the original manuscripts, and thus as the 
final authority in all religious matters. We state our 
continued purpose to contend earnestly for the faith 
once for all delivered tothe saints. 

(),{HP3 

(Editor's note: The above statement was sub
scribed to by every member of the Bible faculty. We 
call upon the present faculty - all of them - of the 
school to make a similar announcement and sign their 
names to it.) FF 

~outbtuestern 
~rbool of 3aeligion 

Specializing in 
-Expository Preaching-

••• 
Joseph D. Meador 

Academic Director 
• •• 

4000 West Oakey Blvd. 
las Vegas, Nevada 89102-0515 

(702) 877-9629 or 877-6369 

May 1993 13 
Firm Foundation 



Missionary Page-Albert Gl!rdner 

The New Russia Now 
By E. Claude Gardner 

'~why have you come to Russia to preach 
since we have priests and churches al
ready?" asked a faculty member in the 

question period when I lectured at the Conservatory of 
Music at the university in Y ekaterinburg. The Russian 
Orthodox Church is the entrenched religion; our goal 
was to plant the New Testament church. I was able to 
explain we are "debtors" to people world wide as Jesus 
charges in the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19) and as 
was practiced by Paul (Rom. 1: 14). Happily I was able 
to state we are also preaching the gospel in many other 
nations- India, Austria, China, Germany, Czechoslo
vakia, Nigeria, Brazil, and others. 

From November 1-14 a team of seven American 
and three Russian Christians established the Lord's 
church in Yekaterinburg; 54 were baptized. Potential 
is there for many to become Christians. 

For eight nights I preached in the Palace House of 
Culture located close to the train station and accessible 
by bus and trolley. We began at 6 p.m., and after I 
spoke using a translator, we encouraged questions 
from the audience until 8:30 p.m. The people listened 
eagerly; they asked very good questions which en
abled us to give them a better understanding of the 
Bible. They asked about the Sabbath, infant baptism, 
sprinkling, miracles, tongues, the Holy Spirit, exist
ence of God, the Russian Orthodox Church, and other 
things. On the last night I was there, I spoke at a House 
of Culture at a large chemical plant where I had spo
ken on a Sunday before, and 17 were baptized. 

The theme I used was "The Bible - the Book of 
Hope." For a people who had been fed pessimistic 
atheism it was timely to offer them a new hope. I 
sensed they were hungering for something better than 
what they had from both their political and religious 
systems. Before going to Russia, I believed it would 
be necessary to preach on the existence of God and 
Christian evidences since atheistic Communism had 
held sway for 75 years. I did deal with these vital · 
matters; however, I concluded that a large number of 
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people believed in God. I spoke on God, Christ, the 
Bible, the plan of salvation, salvation from sin, and 
restoration of the New Testament church, topics that 
are needed in America and anywhere in the world. 

On the first Sunday the church met in Y eka
terinburg, we had 63 present including several visitors. 
After the team left, one of the American brethren re
mained for a few days to further instruct these new 
Christians. These new babes in Christ will need to 
have more Bible teaching. 

During the day our team taught Bible classes in
dividually, and also we spoke to many university and 
institute students and faculty; this was profitable. I en
joyed speaking at the Conservatory of Music, an en
gineering school, two business schools, and to classes 
of students studying German and English. Also, I 
spoke to children and their parents in a special school. 
One of the two Adventist churches asked me to speak, 
and I preached on "The Church Jesus Built." I 
preached freely and without fear. 

The Russian people are friendly, hospitable, and 
generous. They are responsive, and they are receptive 
to hearing the Gospel, which offers them a better way 
to live. Now is the time for us to preach New Testa
ment Christianity. The time may come soon when this 
privilege is gone. 

Denominational people are swarming to Russia. 
One radio preacher announced recently that he had 
gotten 600 members to go over at one time. Let us not 
be timid about going to Russia at once. 

Yekaterinburg, the fourth largest Russian city, is 
about 1 ,200 miles east of Moscow. It is in Asia at the 
edge of Europe, on the fringe of Siberia. It is a large 
city of 1.5 million with about 4.5 million in the gen
eral area. The church established there can radiate in 
other parts. Let us pray for more laborers for Russia. 
"Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest ... will send 
forth laborers" (Matt. 9:38). 372 Mill Street 

Henderson, TN 38340 
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Jack Wilhelm 10:00 AM 
"The Church - Acceptable Worship" 

Eddie Whitten :I 11 :00 AM 
"The Church - Her Mission(hnd Work" 

Curtis Cates 1:30 PM 
"Concerns .'..y ith Shelly I Jubilee,@tc." 

Annette Cate~ (Women's Class) 1 :30 PM 
"LessonstBrom Bible Wome'lJ"or Today's Women" 

Edwin Jones / 2:30 PM 
"Christians - Characteristicsihnd Act ions" 

Winford Claiborne 3:30 PM 
"What DoestJhe Future Hold?'' 

SUNDAY, May 1~ 
Willie Bradsha:f 

"Heaven f[\nd Hell" 
9:30AM 

Joe Cox 10:30 AM 
''The Second Coming{£lnd Judgment" 
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(This is the last in a series of articles that appeared in the Gospel Advocate in 1955. Brother Brewer, in 
previous articles, reviewed the writing of Roy Key, a preacher who then lived in Chicago. This is the last in 
the series.) 

Grace and Law: 
Legalism and Liberalism Part IX 

By G. C. Brewer 

Solomon declared that the legs of the lame are 
not equal or, as it is translated in the Revised 
Version, "The legs of the lame hang loose." The 

thought is that the legs of a lame person are of no use 
to him; they are useless. If brother Key has any logi
callegs, they must be "hanging loose." His contradic
tory statements and illogical conclusions are lamen
table in the extreme. He says that baptism is a condi
tion of salvation, that it is for the remission of sins, 
that it is in order to receive the Holy Spirit, that it is 
the scriptural method of committing one's soul to the 
Lord, or of avowing one's faith in the Lord, and yet 
he teaches that there are other ways that one may ex
press one's faith. Following the sentence just quoted 
above, he says, 

The comparison of two men whose hearts are 
equally committed to Christ, having no differ
ence, except one has been baptized, and the other 
has not, and ascribing salvation to one and con
demnation to the other is a speculative interest 
only to the legalistic minds. 

Now having affirmed that baptism is the way one 
commits one's self to the Lord, he now supposes a 
case where someone is equally committed to Christ 
without baptism! How does he know that the one is 
equally committed to Christ? Is it not a matter of pure 
speculation and even something worse for any of us 
to try to judge between two individuals? If one has 
been baptized, it is impossible for us to know whether 
or not that one is thoroughly corru;nitted to Christ, even 
if we administered the baptism ourselves. I have been 
convinced by the behavior of some whom I have bap
tized that in that act they did not commit themselves 
to Christ. 

On the other hand, if this is the method by which 
people avow their faith, or the act in which the soul is 
committed to Christ, we might ask how many other 
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acts may be used for this same purpose. What are 
some of the other acts? By which one of these many 
others is a man able to say that an individual is equally 
committed to Christ with a man who has accepted the 
Lord's own conditions and obeyed his Word without 
doubt or question? Perhaps if the brother would 
present the teaching of the New Testament concern
ing baptism to the man he supposes is "equally com
mitted to Christ," he might firid that this man would 
reject the teaching of the Lord outright. Would he still 
be equally committed to Christ with the man who 
humbly submitted to the will of the Lord? By whose 
standard are we going to judge our fellow men on the 
assumption that we are allowed to do such judging? 

The Gospel preachers, some of whom brother Key 
now condemns as legalists, have never felt able to 
judge men at all, but they have preached exactly what 
the Lord says about salvation and about the connec
tion, which even brother Key says, that baptism sus
tains with salvation. If brother Key would preach the 
Gospel and try to get people to believe and obey ex
actly that which the Lord commanded, instead of try
ing illogically and even presumptuously to find some 
argument that will justify a man who rejects the Word 
of the Lord, rebels against the Word of the Lord, and 
_t~sts the word of some creed or some man and per
haps even the word of Roy Key, he would then at least 
have the promise of God's Word. 

His present effort, however, cannot fail to fall un
der the severest condemnation that God's prophets 
have always uttered toward those who pervert the 
right way of the Lord. King Saul confidently asserted 
that he had done all that the Lord had commanded him 
to do! He had come far nearer to doing it than some 
of the men who are, by Roy Key, pronolUlced equally 
committed to Christ. He, however, had sinned against 



God to the extent that it was not even forgiven, and 
the kjngdom was taken from him. 

Shouting "Amen" but Perverting the Truth. 

Those of us who have had experience in dealing 
with religious debaters well know that a loud "amen" 
is sometimes a cover-up for a definite rejection of the 
thing over which they are shouting "amen." The word 
amen is a wonderful word and when it is used sin
cerely and in a scriptural way, it is approved by the 
Lord himself. But some of us have heard a mens that 
were hypocritically shouted so loudly that when we 
hear one in an audience, we are inclined to feel intu
itively that there is a fanatic present. 

Brother Key declares that he is ready to say a loud 
"amen" to the teaching of the second chapter of James 
and the "amen" is heard far away. But he proceeds to 
nullify the teaching of James as completely as any 
contender against faith in God 's Word ever did it. We 
here quote exactly what he says on this point: 

Question: Can you deny that James sti ll says 
a man is saved ' by works and not by faith only'? 

Answer: I certainly have no intent ion of de
nying or even soft-pedaling that truth. If we re
ally believed and acted on it, we'd find that it 
isn't such a delightful one to hurl around in ar
gument. Orthodoxy versus obedience is the is
sue with James. He isn't saying, 'You have to 
feed the hungry and clothe the naked in order 
to become a Christian.' He is saying, 'While you 
refuse to feed the hungry and clothe the naked, 
your claim to Christian faith is a falsehood. That 
kind of faith is as dead as a corpse. It has never 
saved anybody, and it won' t save you, either.' 
These 'works' enjoined by James are the 'fruit' 
of Christian faith. They evidence true faith, but 
they do not create it. 

If these words mean anything, they mean that faith 
is in the heart before it is expressed in overt action; 
that faith is faith without any outward expression; 
that the works or deeds of which James speaks are 
the "fruit of Christian faith" which must mean that 
th is is Christian service or something rendered 
by those who are already made Christians by faith. 
This is, therefore, the faith that those have who do 
not obey the Lord and who make optional his com
mandments. 

James was not talking about "Christian fa ith"; he 
was specifically talking about Abraham's faith in 
verses 21-23. But what he says concerning faith ap-

plies to any fa ith in any age of the world. Faith is faith 
wherever it is found and without regard to the age of 
the world in which it is found. 

Roy says that works do not "create" faith. This 
means, of course, that the faith existed before it 
worked. It was already created and being a created 
entity already existing, it acts, and these acts are the 
result of faith. If a man wanted to say something which 
would express an exact opposite idea to that which 
James expresses, he couldn ' t beat this. If anyone 
wanted to shout "amen" in order to utter a direct con
demnation of James and pronounce what he says as 
false, he couldn't do it in any better way than it is done 
by brother Key. 

James says that faith without works, or faith be
fore it is expressed, manifested, and actualized by 
deeds is dead. Therefore, the deeds are necessary to 
faith, instead of coming as a result of something that 
was already completely created. James says that by 
deeds, faith is made perfect. Therefore, faith without 
deeds, is dead; until it is expressed in deeds, it is in
complete. Therefore, these deeds do indeed have a part 
in bringing to perfection, therefore, of creating the 
perfect faith. Let us read this passage: 

But will you understand, you senseless fellow, 
that faith without deeds is dead? When our fa
ther, Abraham, offered his son Isaac on the al
tar, was he not justified by what he did? In his 
case, you see, faith cooperated with deeds, faith 
was completed by deeds, and the Scripture was 
fulfilled: Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness - he was called 
God's friend. 

Another rendering of this famous passage will 
show that all the translators agree on the thought pre
sented. This is from Weymouth: 

But idle boaster, are you willing to be taught 
how it is that faith apart from obedience is worth
Jess? Take the case of Abraham, our forefather. 
Was it, or was it not, because of his actions that 
he was declared to be righteous as the result of 
his having offered up his son Isaac upon the al
tar? You notice that his faith was co-operating 
with his actions, and that by his actions his faith 
was perfected; and the Scripture .was fulfilled 
which says, 'And Abraham believed God, and 
his faith was placed to his credit as righteous
ness.' 

Now any man who thinks he can take James to 
escape the teaching of Paul is failing to use his mind. 
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Paul teaches exactly what James teaches and both 
of them teach us what is quoted by both of them 
from Gen. 15:6, that Abraham believed God and 
it was counted to him for righteousness. Both 
James and Paul teach that Abraham was justified 
by faith; neither of them intends to imply that Abra
ham did something meritorious and was rewarded 
accordingly. Neither teaches that Abraham was 
righteous in his own right and, therefore, ready to 
pass the inspection of God and to be found righteous. 
He was lacking in righteousness, as all other men 
are, but his faith was counted to him for righteous
ness and, therefore, God reckoned him as righteous 
on account of his faith. This the Old Testament 
teaches; this Paul teaches repeatedly; and this James 
teaches emphatically. 

The only thing James does is to define and illus
trate faith. Paul does the same thing in the same way 
throughout the whole eleventh chapter of Hebrews. To 
contend that anyone has faith in Christ who will re
ject or neglect to do that which Christ commands is 
as foolish as it is dangerous. 

Brother Key didn't need to go to college to learn 
this argument. As said in a former article, I heard men 
make this same argument in this same way in the cot
ton fields of Alabama 60 years ago. Brother Key and 
I came from the same section of the country, and al
though I was at least 40 years ahead of him, I happen 
to know that the same arguments were still being made 
in the same place after brother Key came on the scene. 

G. C. Brewer, deceased 

Babel's Rebels 
By Allen Webster 

The story of the tower of Babel is told in Genesis 
11: 1-9. "Biting the hand that feeds" could sum
marize Genesis. A loving God saw Adam and 

Eve eat forbidden fruit, Cain murder Abel, and Noah 
being drunk. He had to wash one generation away in 
flood waters. 

Noah's grandsons formed a second general rebel
lion against God (Gen. 11). The Flood destroyed sin
ners, but not sin, so defiance is still found. Man de
cided to glorify and fortify himself by building a tower 
to heaven. He wanted to be god and climb a pedestal 
inscribed: Glory to Man in the Highest. 

Babel's rebels were unified (11:1). Moses records 
one people, one language, and one purpose. They 
were literally "of one lip and one set of words." 
Speech is one of man's best gifts. It enables him to 
talk with his Maker and his fellows. But when men 
began to prostitute it by cooperating in rebellion, God 
forced division by confusing tongues. Not all division 
is sinful. Some of it is of God. 

There is strength in unity - even in sin. "The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together against the Lord" (Psa. 2:2), but "He 
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that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall 
have them in derision" (2:4). "Though hand join in 
hand, the wicked shaH not be unpunished" (Prov. 
11:21). 

Unity apart from obedience separates from God. 
To seek fellowship at any price is not pleasing to God 
(Jer. 8:11 ). The same Lord who prayed for unity (John 
17:20-21) came to give division (Luke 12:49-53). Only 
obedience to the Gospel brings unity (1 Cor. 1:10-13; 
Zeph. 3:9). 

Babel's rebels were industrious (11:2-3). Cain 
built the £1rst city ( 4: 17), and these builders were fol
lowing him. Good stones were not accessible on 
Sinar's river plains, but they had clay for bricks and 
slime for mortar. 

They worked hard at this enterprise, but "to obey 
is better than sacrifice" (1 Sam. 15:22). Cain's fruit-of
the-ground sacrifice was not acceptable and neither 
was this magnificent tower. It appealed to the flesh, 
and God was more concerned with the spirit. Many 
religious people are busy doing many wonderful 
works, but this does not mean that God accepts their 
deeds (Matt. 7:21-23). God wants us to be more inter-



ested in a city made of gold and jasper, than one made 
with clay and slime (He b. 1 I: I 0; Rev. 2 I). Obedience 
takes us to that better city (Heb. 5:8-9). 

Babel's rebels were self-centered (11:4). "Let us 
build a city ... let us ... make us a name ... lest we be 
scattered." They were clearly infected with the "us 
viru~." The rich fool had the same infection (Luke 
I 2: 16-19). The builders were not concerned with 
God's plans; they intended to gain reputations for 
themselves (Matt. 5:16; Acts 12:23). "Every one that 
is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord" (Prov. 
16:5). 

Babel's rebels were disobedient (11:4b). The Lord 
had commanded, "And you, be ye fruitful, and multi
ply, bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply 
therein, and replenish the earth" (Gen. 9: I; 9:7). They 
purposed to break this command, "Lest we be scat
tered abroad upon the face of the whole earth." 

Normally the Lord allows men to pursue sinful 
ways without interference. Man is free, and though he 
will suffer for evil, God lets him do as he wills. Occa
sionally, though, God's purposes are threatened by 
man and he acts (Gen. 6-9; Acts 5). This was such an 
instance. 

God scattered Babel's rebels (11 :8-9). "Babel" 

was filled with "babble"! Crews could get no work 
done, and chaos reigned. Everyone was talking non
sense. There was nothing to do but separate. This is 
how Babylon got its name. In the ages to come, 
Babylon came to mean "city of babbling, or confu
sion." Babylon has ever since been a source and cen
ter of religious confusion. 

They learned that "the way of the transgressor is 
hard" (Prov. 13:15). Sin separates. It separated Adam 
and Eve from God, Cain from Abel, and Noah's fam
ily from the world. It still separates one from God, 
families, jobs, and money. 

Archaeologists have found a ruin on the Eu
phrates' banks near ancient Babylon called E-temen
anki ("the foundation stone of heaven and earth"}, 
which is believed to be the tower of Babel. Bricks 
have been removed over the years and the site is now 
a pit as deep as the structure was high. What began as 
a grand scheme to the glory of man finally became a 
hole in the ground. These builders left behind a monu
ment but not as they had imagined. It is a monwnent 
to the failure of rebellion. May all learn this from 
"Babel's rebels." Rt. 1 Box 38 

Tiplersville, MS 38674 
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Why Churches Fail 
By Steve Gunter 

B
uildings sometimes fall down at the most incon
venient time. Immediately people will want to 
know the cause for the collapse. "Why did this 

building fail?" becomes question nwnber one. 
In like manner the churches of Christ have lost 

their structural integrity. The eternal kingdom can 
never fail, of course, but the humans who compose 
the church may fail (Matt. 16:18; Gal. 5:1). 

A bold band of intellectual wolves have betrayed 
the plainest commands and directions of the Scrip
tures. Perhaps the only thing they demand of anyone 
today is the acknowledgment of Christ as Lord. Read
ing their literature, one wonders what if anything they 
retain from the first-century church, which is our 
model and pattern for restoration of religious truth. 

The devil has destroyed these men through the 
vanity of their minds. Jesus rightly condemned all such 
even as early as age I 2 when he triumphed over the 
doctors of the Jewish law in the Jerusalem temple 
(Luke 2:46). 

Churches fail when the people of God cease to 
submit to his authority. The impure doctrine of hu
manistic liberalism has virtually erased the once 
mighty and formidable knowledge-base the Christian 
of yesteryear commanded in earnest war against evil 
and the subordinate forces of Satan. 

1202 Royal Pike 
Bentonville, AR 72712 
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Training Men to Preach: 
A Task of the Church 

By Joseph Meador 

''For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom knew not God, it was 
God's good pleasure through the foolishness of 

the preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1:21 ). 
Preaching was a potent force of the ancient apostolic 
church to enlarge the kingdom and to defend the faith. 
Training men to preach is one duty of the church! 

Sadly however, it is a task that seems unimportant 
to many. In some churches preaching has become 
meaningless. As our generation becomes more self
centered and less spiritual, preaching is discounted. 
One modern preacher became very prophetic: 

Scrambling for acceptability in the world, the 
church is embellishing the gospel with anything 
and everything but the truth. Instead of preach
ing the Word, the church is foundering in a 
slump of worldliness and self-indulgence. With 
its growing infatuation with psychology, show 
business techniques, and extreme mysticism, the 
church is giving in to the notion that Christ alone 
simply is not sufficient to meet people's real 
needs. 

Preaching Jesus Christ 

Christianity, in the middle period of the Roman 
Empire, caused the greatest spiritual upheaval in the 
history of humans. The life and teaching of Jesus of 
Nazareth altered every aspect of life and thought. 

This change was not caused by violent civil disobe
dience nor by political rebellion. Preaching 
inspired this godly reform. The message of the 
Gospel was the energizing force of the primitive 
Christian community. 

The dominant themes of the Gospel message -
death, burial, resurrection, and, therefore, the living 
hope of a happy life beyond the grave - made actual 
by obeying the commands to believe and be baptized, 
worship in spirit and truth, practice clean living, and 
give service to others propelled the church into fre-
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quent hostile conflict with the "ews and the pagan 
world. Preaching the Gospel of Christ turned "the 
world upside down." 

Preaching the Gospel 

Preaching the Word has had a central place in the 
system of genuine Christianity since its beginning 
(Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16). Jesus said, "Go, 
preach, baptize believers, and teach some more." 
Preaching to the lost, edifying believers, and showing 
benevolence toward the deserving needy have been 
characteristics of faithful congregations since the 
Pentecost of Acts chapter two. These three 
great tasks form the purpose and mission of the church 
in every age. It is the preaching of the Gospel that must 
be at the heart of the church's work. To evangelize 
the world and strengthen the saved is her primary pur
pose. The pioneer preacher and scholar, Robert 
Milligan, in his sermon entitled "The Great Commis
sion" said: 

The last commission of Jesus Christ to his 
twelve apostles is the fundamental law of the 
kingdom of heaven on earth. In harmony with 
its principles and sublime enunciations, the 
apostles went everywhere preaching the Word . 
... It seems strange, therefore, that more has not 
been written on this organic law of the kingdom; 
and that greater efforts have not been made to 
make the people understand its bearings, not 
only on the ministry of the apostles, but also on 
that of the church through all coming time. 

We must be aware of the great prominence Jesus 
assigned to the work of preaching: "And He said unto 
them, Let us go into the next town, that I may preach 
there also: for therefore came I forth" (Mark I :38). 

4000 West Oakey Blvd. 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 
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First Annual Portland 
GuU Coast Lectures 

''The Scripture Cannot Be Broken'' 
and 

~;::s:s:s-The Thrust Debate Forum -o:s::s::!II
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs - Farrell Till 

Oral Debate on Prophecy and the Inerrancy ol the Bible 

Sundll~, Ma~ 23 
9:00 A.M ...................... The Inerrancy of the Bible ....................................................... Curtis Cates 

10:00 A.M ...................... The Best Book Ever Written .................................................... Curtis Cates 
........................ Dobbs-Till Debate ....................... . 
................... 1 :30 P.M. until 3:30 P.M .................... .. 

6:00 P.M ...................... Prophecy Proves the Bible ...................................................... Art Catrow 
7:00 P.M ...................... The Inspiration of the Bible ..................................................... David Brown 
8:00 P.M ...................... Open House in Annex for Book Displays 
Monda~, Ma~ 24 

9:00 A.M ...................... Did Moses Write the First Five Books? ................................... Don Walker 
1 0:00 A.M. ............... ...... Reconciling Resurrection Accounts ......................................... Joe Cox 
11 :00 P.M ...................... Did Gospel Writers Use Sources? ........................................... Lynn Parker 
1:30 P.M ...................... How We Got the Bible ............................................................ Shan Jackson 
2:30 P.M ...................... When Ancient Biblical Manuscripts Disagree .......................... Keith Mosher 
3:30 P.M ...................... Who Really Wrote the Bible? .................................................. Terry Hightower 

........................ Dobbs-Till Debate ...................... .. 

.......... .... .. . ... 7:00 P.M. until 9:00 P.M ................... .. 
Tue.sda~, Ma~ 25 
9:00 A.M ...................... Science Proves the Bible ........................................................ Nils Donnell 

10:00 A.M ...................... "Lost Books" of the Old Testament .......................................... Keith Mosher 
11 :00 P.M ...................... "Lost Books" of the New Testament ........................................ Dub McClish 
1:30 P.M ...................... Who Decided Which 0. T. Books Belong in the Bible? ............ Jim Snell 
2:30 P.M ...................... Who Decided Which N. T. Books Belong in the Bible? ............ Tom Bright 
3:30 P.M ...................... Archaeology Verifies the Bible ................................................ Gary Stanton 

......................... Dobbs-Till Debate ...................... . 

..... ... .. .... ... ... 7:00 P.M. until 9:00 P.M .................... . 
Wednesda~, Ma~ 26 
9:00 A.M ...................... Arguments Used to Prove the Bible Is Errant .......................... Jerry Moffitt 

10:00 A.M ...................... Are Bible Numbers Reliable? .................................................. Darrell Conley 
11 :00 P.M ...................... Arguments Used to Prove the Bible Is Inerrant ........................ Jerry Moffitt 
1:30 P.M ...................... Are We Digressing from the Bible? ......................................... Ira Y. Rice, Jr . 

......................... Dobbs-Till Debate ...................... . 

.................... 2:30 P.M. until 4:30 P.M ................... .. 

7:00 P.M ...................... The Bible and Liberalism ........................................................ Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 
8:00 P.M ...................... There's Only One Book .......................................................... Dave Collier 

Jerry Mollitt, Director 
For Information • P .0. Box 1275 • Portland, TX 7837 4 • (512) 643-6571 

Portland Church of Christ • 2009 Wildcat Drive • Portland, Texas 
{Across the bay from Corpus Christi) 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

U nderstandeth Thou r· ·r 

What Thou Singest? 
s ...- '-.. 

_6~ 

By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

When we worship in song, are we really wor
shiping in song or are we paying more atten
tion to the dotted half notes and the rests than 

we are to the words and the message which are on the 
page before us? When we sing, "If Jesus goes with 
me, I'll go," it seems that even as we speak the prom
ise, we have no intention of carrying it out. "Here am 
I; send me" likewise contains a pledge seldom taken 
seriously, seldom kept. The same is true of "Where 
he leads I'll follow." 

One of the songs we sing is beautiful in words and 
harmony; but when the altos are called upon to say, 
"All my hopes on thee rely," what do these words 
and syllables mean? When some singers are instructed 
to hum whi le others sing the words, how does this 
achieve the command that Christians are to be "teach
ing and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs" (Col. 3: 16)? The song 
"Living by Faith" does not carry out the necessity the 
title suggests, because it says that Christ will return 
to earth "some sweet day; our troubles will then all 
be o'er," in spite of the fact that Paul says in 1 Thes
salonians 4:17 that "we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air." Is it important, is it ur
gent, that our songs teach truth, or is it acceptable that 
we pretend not to notice when statements contrary to 
God's Word thus intrude into our worship? In some 
denominational churches the song "The Kingdom Is 
Coming" is sung enthusiastically; if it is all right for 
us to sing error in one song, is it acceptable for us to 
sing two or a dozen selections which have such er
rors in them? We have visited in one congregat ion in 
which the song "Living by Faith" was marked off with 
the notation that it was not to be used in the worship 
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of that church. That, it seems to me, is a commend
able action. 

When we sing, "Rock of Ages, cleft for me," are 
we making a request or does "cleft for me" mean 
"which was divided or cut asunder for me"? The lat
ter, of course, is true. In I Corinthians I 0:4 we find a 
reference to the fact that "our fathers" were baptized 
"unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea" and "did all 
drink of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and 
that Rock was Christ." David, in Psalms 6I :2, men
tions "the rock that is higher than I." This thought, too, 
is the basis of a song which we often sing. Many scrip
tures in both Old and New Testament mention the 
Rock, meaning that which is solidly infallible, God the 
Father or Jesus, his Son. Of course, the word is used 
in a figurative sense in many books of the Bible. 

"All Hail the Power of Jesus ' Name" is a hymn 
of power and exultation, and when the command, 
"Bring forth the royal diadem," is sung, we should 
realize that we are urging that everyone, in a figura
tive sense, place a crown or diadem on Jesus' head 
as a gesture of glory and acclamation. In the same 
song, the word prostrate means "to fall flat on the 
ground," totally overcome. 

The word Beulah literally means "married," and 
as used by Isaiah it refers to the divine favor with 
which the Lord will bless the church: "but thou shalt 
be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the Lord 
delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married" (Isa. 
62:4). In the song "Beulah Land" the word zephyrs 
(soft, gentle breezes) is used to describe the pleasant, 
ideal life which awa its us in heaven. 

One of the most stirring hymns we sing is "A 
Mighty Fortress," in which God is spoken of as a bul
wark, a wall used to defend and protect. Bulwark was 



originally a Danish word meaning "doing the work of 
a tree trunk." Such is descriptive of the way God will 
protect us if we will let him. In the same song, God 
is spoken of as "Lord Sabaoth," a name which has 
nothing to do with any day of the week. Paul uses a 
similar expression in Romans 9:29: "And as Esa ias 
said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a 
seed, we had been as Sodom, and had been made like 
unto Gomorrha." Sabaoth is a Hebrew word mean
ing "annies or hosts." We can thus see that "A Mighty 
Fortress" uses military imagery throughout, as do 
many of the songs we sing. Christian soldiers will not 
fa1ter or go astray if we will but follow our Captain 
(He b. 2: 1 0). 

When we sing of "Jesus, Rose of Sharon," what 
do we mean? Sharon was a fertile plain on the Medi
terranean coast of western Asia. Beautiful roses (and 
other flowers) grew there. Solomon, in Song of So
lomon 2: 1, refers to Jesus as "the rose of Sharon, and 
the lily of the valleys." Though this allusion comes 
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Questions Considered: 

~ Can one willfully impair his mind for non
medicinal reasons and be pleasing to God? 
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from a highly figurative source, it seems to be draw
ing a picture of the great love Christ has for his church. 
Isaiah 35:2 mentions the rose, which "shall blossom 
abundantly" and be given "the excellency of Cannel 
and Sharon." 

A shortcoming in many congregations is the fail
ure to sing along with the leader. Sometimes when he 
is saying, "0 do not let the Word depart," many are 
singing, "let the Word depart." Perhaps when "What 
Shall It Profit?'' is being sung, some are saying "all 
earth's gold and silver can make a sinner whole," and 
instead of"Why did my Savior come to earth?" many 
are, without meaning to, sending a message of doubt: 
"did my Savior come to earth?" When we as Chris
tians come together and worship in song, what do we 
teach ourselves, our chi ldren, our visitors? Or is it 
someone else's duty to teach the truth in song? 
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Potpourri. .•.•...•.•. 
e continue to receive a flood of mail com
mending the Firm Foundation for its unbend
ng but kind stand in favor of biblical truth 

and in opposition to religious liberalism in the 
churches of Christ. Some tender souls consider it too 
hard to quote a false teacher and point out his error. 
The Bible implores us to "mark them that are causing 
the divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to 
the doctrine which ye learned: and turn away from 
them" (Rom. 16: 17). It is not possible to mark the false 
teacher anonymously. He must be named. As good 
journalists we must tell who said what, when, and 
where. It is cowardly to refuse to name the source. The 
Firm Foundation does not deal in rumors, gossip, or 
derogatory insinuation. What we print we can prove. 
When a false teacher publishes his flawed and mis
taken views, we will publish a correction of his delu
sion. The people have a right to know. We are not os
triches. A conspiracy of silence when false teaching 
runs rampant does not become a soldier in the Lord's 
army. We are glad to account for what we print. 
Among recent comments from our readers are the fol
lowing: "I want to subscribe to your paper for one year 
... The Firm Foundation continues to be a source of 
encouragement to me ... Without these voices from the 
'seven thousand,' some of whom are heard from 
through your paper, some of us would be as despon
dent as Elijah in his cave ... I have read and heard 
many things that caused me concern, but nothing 
so angered me as your editorial, 'They've Gone 
Too Far' ... Thousands will never bow to your creedal 
dictates but rather will continue to search for truth ... 
I have enjoyed the Firm Foundation for about 30 years 
... I appreciate your stand for truth ... I always look 
forward to the Firm Foundation ... Keep up the good 
work and may God richly bless you ... Brother Whit
ten, I thank God for you and brother Dobbs ... we are 
in the fight of our lives ... we cannot let up on preach
ing the truth and opposing error." 

GoodNews! 
~Quinton Jenkins and his good wife, Johnnie, 
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gather clothing, blankets, quilts, shoes, and Bibles 
from churches in Oklahoma and Texas and distribute 
them to destitute people in Arizona and New Mexico. 
He told of how a Spanish woman asked, "May I have 
a blanket for my daughter; she sleeps under a horse 
blanket?" She was given two blankets and tearfully 
smiled her thanks. Another asked for a bedspread
she had never had one- and hugged her bedspread 
as she walked away. A young girl asked for a Bible. 
The Jenkinses and their many partners are quietly do
ing a great work. Their address is P.O. Box 127, 
Gould, OK 73544. 

~ Daniel Hung and a group from Oklahoma Chris
tian University plan to go to China soon. He writes, 
"We will be there for a month. We will try to help 
build a base for Chinese missionary work." The door 
of opportunity is slowly opening in mainland China. 
Perhaps it will swing wide, and the people will eagerly 
embrace the Gospel, as is happening in Russia. Brother 
Hung can be contacted through the Memorial Road 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 36000, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73136. 
There's a Moral Here Somewhere 

~ Benjamin J. Stein in the December 1992 issue of 
The American Spectator tells the following story: 

Tom, as I call him, had grown up in Singapore, 
where his father worked for a commodities firm. Then 
he had come to Chicago for school. Now he was out, 
and he was working at a "home" for homeless chil
dren. John Coyne had a good question about whether 
kids with guns who are 18 years old should be called 
"children," especially after they have just killed some
one in a robbery . 

Tom's views were fascinating. "I work with kids 
who have never known anything but violence and 
abuse. That's their lives. Getting hit, being mistreated, 
being abandoned. It really doesn't scare them to go to 
prison. They're used to very tough surroundings. 
What's amazing is that any of them, any of them at all, 
actually go to work in the morning, save money, and 
eventually get an apartment and have a life. Where that 



comes from is incredibly mysterious." 
"Is there any hope for most of them?" I asked. 
"If there is, I don't see what it is," he said. "It 

would have to come from a society entirely different 
from what ours is now." 

I asked Tom what Singapore would do with lazy, 
rebellious, sullen, violent kids. 

"They wouldn't be allowed to be sullen and lazy," 
he said. "The whole society makes young people 
work and be disciplined. The parents can be severely 
punished if the kids aren't doing their work. The kids 
are ostracized, and no one will talk to them if they 
don't work. I've been thinking about this, and the 
whole time I was in Singapore, I don't remember any 
kids who were bad kids. The goal of social organiza
tion there is to make people learn and work and save, 
not to allow people to hurt themselves. That means a 
lot of repressed people. But it also means a society 
that's amazingly safe and productive, and where 
young people rarely hurt anyone. If they do, they get 
hit really, really hard." 

How's That? 
~ "If people here were not getting killed on the 

job in homicides, we would have quite a low rate of 
fatalities" (Labor Department official Samuel Ehren
halt, on findings that murder is the top cause of 
on-the-job death in New York City- quoted in 
Newsweek). 

~ "I feel strongly that society needs to condemn a 

little more and understand a little WE SEEM TO W~'JE A 

guished professor at ACU, speech given at Restoration 
Forum X- a conclave with Christian Church preach
ers - transcribed from the tape). 

~"The world," a wit has said, "is divided into two 
kinds of people: those who divide the world into two 
kinds of people and those who do not." I say, "The 
world is divided into two kinds of people: those who 
apologize to apostates for the Bible teaching on sing
ing in worship to the exclusion of instruments of mu
sic, and who reject the teaching of the Scripture on 
woman's role in the church and society, and those who 
do not." 

~Henry James said, "Life is effort, unremittingly 
repeated." 

~"To sit by in silence when they should protest is 
what makes cowards out of men" (Abraham Lincoln). 
Revelation 21 :8 says that "the cowardly ... will have 
their part in the lake of fire." 

Lincoln ian a 
~Following is a quote from a speech made by 

Abraham Lincoln on March 6, 1860, in New Haven, 
Connecticut. We have adapted the quote to fit the cur
rent situation by substituting the word abortion where 
Lincoln used the word slavery. 

Said Lincoln: 
What we want, and all we want is to have with 
us men who think abortion is wrong. But those 
who say they hate abortion, and are opposed to 
it, but yet act with the Democratic Party - where 

less" (British Prime Minister John PROBLEM. TWERE'S A 
Major, following the murder of a 2- RADiCAL RELIGIOUS 

NUT OUT TWERE WITW 

WE OPR>SES TWE ~EXUAl. 
LIFESTYLE, AND SUPR>RTS 
"TRADlTlONAL.u FAMILY \IALUI:S 
AND HE EVEN FAVORS 

year-old boy and the arrest of two MILLIONS OF FOLLOWERS ••• 
1 0-year-old boys for the crime). \ 

~"Divorce and remarriage, wo
men in the church remain unsolved 
but such must remain mere issues 
and not be allowed to shape our e
merging identity. Instrumental mu
sic will remain an issue, but it is 
certainly not deserving of center 
stage, and it never ever was. There 
is something grossly distorted about 
a religion that depends for its cohe
siveness upon paltry issues that kill 

DISCIPLINING CJ.IILDREN! 
-\ 

the spirit" (Carroll Osburn, distin- ~==-..::.:.:;.:;~~;.:::::_:::...=...::=-=-:::.;.:..;..~;..:..;_____;~;;,.._.....;.;... ________ _ 
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are they? Let us apply a few tests. You say you 
think abortion is wrong, but you denounce all 
attempts to restrain it. Is there anything else that 
you think is wrong, that you are not willing to 
deal with as wrong? Why are you so careful, so 
tender of this one and no other? You will not 
let us do a single thing as if it was wrong! We 
must not call abortion wrong where it is prac
ticed because it is there; we must not call it 
wrong in politics because that would be bring
ing morality into politics, and we must not call 
it wrong in the pulpit because that is bringing 
politics into religion; we must not bring it into 
the Tract Society or the other societies, because 
those are unsuitable places, and there is no 
single place, according to you, where this wrong 
can properly be called wrong. 

A Warning Against Cultural Relativism 

~ Don Feder has written a book entitled A Jewish 
Conservative Looks at Pagan America. He wrote, "In 
the early part of the 20th century, an Italian Commu
nist by the name of Antonio Gramsci theorized that it 
would take a 'long march through the institutions'-
the media, the universities, public interest groups, and 
religious and cultural institutions - before socialism 
and relativism would be victorious. By capturing 
those institutions and using their power, cultural val
ues would be changed, morals broken down, and t]:le 
stage would be set for the political and economic 
power of the West to literally fall into the hands of the 
radical left. The idea, according to Gramsci, was to 
change the way society thinks about problems. For 
starters you have to subvert and undermine the belief 
in God. Chip away at the assumption that there is a set 
of divinely inspired moral absolutes, and everything 
more or less begins to fall into place for the Socialist
relativist hordes." 

~"What we are facing in America today," Feder 
writes, "is a crisis of values so severe it threatens the 
very foundations of our society. The root of the crisis 
is a growing spiritual anesthesia primed by an unholy 
crusade to purge all vestiges of Judeo-Christian ethics 
from the public sector." 

Homosexuals 

~ Item: Homosexuals must now be allowed to 
march in New York City's Saint Patrick's Day Pa
rade. The city's "Human Rights Commission" ruled 
October 27 that parade sponsors must admit the Irish 
Lesbian and Gay Organization. The Ancient 
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Order of Hibernians said there may not be a 
parade in 1993. 

~Item: The District of Columbia's "Human Rights 
Statute," which protects racial minorities, women, ho
mosexuals, and the disabled but omits other "groups" 
from protection against discrimination is being tested 
in a suit over a pro-gay ad which a local country
western radio station has refused to air .. The station 
asserted its right to determine its own music and adver
tising under the First Amendment's guarantee of free 
speech.- The Washington Post. 

~ Item: Police had to be called in to remove demon
strators when the D.C. Council failed to overturn the 
district's anti-sodomy law. The council repealed the 
city's sodomy law a decade ago, but Congress didn't 
approve the action. This time the proposal to make sod
omy legal failed on a 5-5 vote, though it appears likely 
to come up again. - The Washington Times. 

~ Item: The Canadian Department ofNational De
fense, marching ahead of U.S. President Clinton, re
cently declared: "Canadians, regardless of their sexual 
orientation, will now be able to serve their country 
without restriction." - The Washington Times. 

~Item: Australia's government has also scrapped a 
ban on homosexuals joining the armed forces after 
months of debate. - The Washington Times. 

~Item: Canadian Anglican Bishops will continue 
to study homosexuality and human sexuality in general 
until at least the spring of 1994. In the interim they plan 
to "collaborate" with U.S. Episcopal Church bishops to 
"explore the nature of the Gospel in a changing church 
and culture." The Canadian bishops said they will re
view their guidelines on ordaining homosexuals in 
1994. -Anglican Journal. 

~Item: Rev. Jane Spahr, a lesbian woman, has 
vowed to fight for homosexual rights in the Presbyte
rian Church (USA). She made the pledge after the 
church's top judicial body widened prohibitions, say
ing church law prevents all practicing homosexuals 
from becoming "pastors" - even those, like Spahr, 
who were ordained before a 1978 church action made 
the policy explicit. Spokespersons for both gay rights 
groups and conservative organizations preqicted that 
the fight is not over yet but will move to the Presbyte
rian General Assembly.- Religious News Service/ 
Christian News. 



Odds and Ends 
~ The Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights 

(RCAR) is seeking new office space. Their current 
Washington D.C. home is a Methodist building. It 
became a hot topic at last spring's Methodist conven
tion when an effort to pull out of RCAR was narrowly 
defeated. The Methodists founded RCAR as a post
Roe v. Wade project in 1973. RCAR has 17 Protestant 
denominational members, 13 Jewish, six Unitarian, the 
YWCA's national board member and a representative 
from the American Humanist Association.- The 
Washington Post. 
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Cotham -s Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Millions watched and listened to 
Super Bowl XXVII. It was the 
4th quarter and the Cowboys 

had a commanding lead. Leon Lett, a 
278 pound defensive lineman for the 
Cowboys, recovered a fumble and 
started pounding his way toward the 

goal line. He thought he was all alone. He slowed up at 
the five yard line, already celebrating. But one of the Bills 
was coming close behind, and before Lett's foot came 
down in the end zone, the ball was slapped out of his 
hands. It rolled out of the end zone for a touch back. The 
Cowboys lost the touchdown and the Bills had the ball. 

A terrific message comes across from this exciting 
play. Mr. Lett made a fine accomplishment in recovering 
the fumble and running for the touchdown. He would 
have made it if he had protected the football and not 
slowed down. Many people make the same mistake in 
life. They fumble at the goal line! In like manner, Satan 
(1 Pet. 5:8-9) uses every means possible to pull Christians 
off guard. He is relentless in his efforts to destroy us. 

Children of God have trials (James 1 :2-4). Life is of
ten tough. We may feel threatened and defenseless. Still, 
Jesus provides his followers a sense of confidence. We 
can win the victory. Although, only those who endure to 
the end will be saved (Matt. 1 0:22; 24: 13). Christians 
must "hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of our 
hope firm unto the end" (Heb. 3:6). 

In the early centuries, martyrdom was often the price 
of admitting to being a Christian. According to tradition, 
Polycarp, a disciple of the apostle John, was brought be
fore a Roman magistrate on a charge of being a Christian. 
The judge was reluctant to condemn to death an 86 year 
old man and begged him to say that he was not a follower 
ofCtuist. Polycarp exclaimed: "How can I deny the Lord 
who has saved me?" He was tied to the stake and burned. 

Domitian was the Roman emperor from A.D. 81-96. 
He demanded to be worshipped. He persecuted those who 
refused to honor him as God. He banished John to 
Patmos. When John wrote the book of Revelation, the 
church was under savage persecution. Satan meant to de
stroy the church, and Domitian was his tool. Many died 
for the cause of Christ (Rev. 2: 13). John hears the martyrs 
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cry out, "How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth?" (Rev. 6:1 0). Justice will come one day, and the 
faithful will be rewarded. 

Physical life is temporary. After death comes the 
judgment (Rom. 14:10, 12). What a day that will be! For 
the unrepentant sinner and the unfaithful child of God, it 
will be a time ofterror; for the faithful Christian it will be 
the glorious dawning of Paradise regained (Rev. 2:7). 

Perseverance is the key to final victory. If we give up 
or give in, it is as if we never started (2 Pet. 2:20-2I; 
Ezek. 18:2-4; 33:13, 18; Matt. 15:5-6, 21). Some have 
given up the struggle against sin and error, and have gone 
back to the world (1 Tim. I: 19-20; 2 Tim. 2: 17-18; 4: I 0). 

Your name can be blotted out of the Book of Life (Rev. 
3:5; Ex. 32:32-33). Those not named in the Book of Life 
will be condemned to everlasting punishment (Rev. 
20: 15). The promises to the 7 churches of Asia (Rev. 2: 3) 
are conditioned upon faithful resistance to temptation. "He 
that overcometh shall inherit all things" (Rev. 21 :7-8). 

God gives armor to enable us to stand against Satan's 
schemes (Eph. 6: 11 ). He expects us to stand firm and 
never give up. Victory for the faithful and true is inevi
table. It will come. We must be loyal. We must resist the 
attacks of Satan. 

The church's most dangerous enemy comes from 
within (Acts 20:30-3I ). The Lord predicted that many 
Christians would leave the faith (Matt. 24:9-10; 2 Thess. 
2:3-12; I Tim. 4: I-3). Unfaithful, ungodly church mem
bers do not have the promise of final victory in Jesus. 
Further, while on earth the disloyal disciple is a hindrance 
to the cause of Christ. Eldred Echols, in commenting on 
the lukewarm church ofLaodicea, wrote: 

Less damage is done to the work of God's king
dom by a blasphemous atheist than by a luke
warm Christian, because the atheist is not re
garded by the world as a representative of reli
gion, and the lukewarm Christian is (Haven't 
Your Heard? There's a War Going On!, p. 98). 

The message is: "Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life" (Rev. 2: 1 0). 
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10:30A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, (417) 334-3866,334-3757. -----
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, II, A.M., Wed. 7 P.M., 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

MONTANA EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 135 Church 
St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. I 0, II A.M., 6 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, P.M. Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 703-382-7777. -----
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
ROCKY MOUNT -CHURCH OF CHRIST, I 040 
Hill St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
(919) 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

MAX MEADOWS-FT. CHISWELL CHURCH 
OF CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 
24360. ~ mile S. 1-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 
52. Sun. 10, II A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. GlaM 
M. Lee, evangelist. 703-637-4244: 703-223-1787. 

FOREIGN 
OHIO 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF The church meets in BANBURY, ENGLAND, U.S. 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446- FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson military bases and STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00P.M., AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. nearby. P.O. Box 122, Banbury, Oxon, England. 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. Lawrence. minister. (513) 878-1162. Call (295) 720990 or (869) 232409. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Written debate with Primitive Baptists. We didn't 
know how fatal this doctrine is until our respondents 
put it on paper. One of our respondents wrote, "God 
saves the elect even in unbelief." Another wrote, 
"God saves whom he saves without their knowledge 
or consent." This book refutes these errors. 
Paperback, 150 pages, $3.00 ppd. J. L. Davidson, 
62 Bert Brown Road, Conroe, TX 77302. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 'preachers. Other church
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classi
fied and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
Ads must be cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

SHENANDOAH LECTURESHIP BOOKS: 1993-
Denominationalism vs the Bible-$18.50; 1992-
Biblical Ethics-$20.50; 1991-Rightly Dividing the 
Word: Special Hermeneutics-$16.50; 1988-
The Current Digression-$8.00-all postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 
San Antonio, TX 78230-2504 or (210) 696-5532. 
multiple orders sent & billed. (For reprint of 1990 
RDTW: General Hermeneutics, contact National 
Christian Press.) 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Congregation of 125 looking for sound Gospel 
Preacher. Energetic in visitation and personal work. 
Salary negotiable. Send resume and/or tape, photo 
if available. Quitman & Center Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 667, Gladewater, Texas 75647. May call 
(903) 845-5800. 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congregation 
needs energetic, motivated, family man with experi
ence, committed to building positive relationships. 
Husband and wife resumes (and video if available) 
requested with transcripts and professional\personal 
recommendations. Salary, benefits and start date ne
gotiable. House and utilities provided. Please reply 
as soon as possible to: Parkview Church of Christ, 
Attention: Jim Scott, P.O. Box 1083, Warren, MI 
48090. 

Wanted: Couple or family, mission-minded, who 
would like to relocate to northern Wisconsin to help 
evangelize and start a church. Must have support or 
be able to work out. Can help with some support 
and moving expenses. For information call (715) 
474-3471 or write toR. Howard, W9272 Hobbles 
Creek Rd., Catawba, WI 545 15 

Experienced gospel minister for so. GA congrega
tion. Good speaking ability, sound, enthusiastic, not 
afraid to preach the truth. We are a friendly growing 
congregation. We support mission work in three for
eign countries and several stateside. Send resume, 
picture, and tape if possible to Morris Copeland, Rt. 
2 Box 462, Valdosta, GA 31601.912-559-5370 

The church in Three Forks, MT needs a preacher 
for a growing congregation and a growing commu
nity. The church started in this community in Aug. 
1990 with 12 people at our first meeting. Now aver
age 30-35. There are 1400 people in the community. 
Want preacher who is dedicated to the Lord's work, 
that will reach out into the community and teach. 
Three Forks is located at headwaters of Missouri 
River. Good hunting and fishing and a beautiful 
area. Contact: Bud Alexander (406) 285-3649, Jim 
Ward (406) 285-3667. Or write: Church of Christ, 
P.O. box 1066, Three Forks, MT 59752. 

PREACHERS AVAILABLE 

Preacher available after June 15. Graduate of Sunset 
School ofPreaching 1975. 51 years of age. Worked 
in Wisconsin and Illinois congregations 1974-1983; 
with present congregation since 1983. Have served 
with present congregation as elder. Would prefer 
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upper Midwest but will serve in other areas. Contact: 
Joe D. Mitchell (806) 435-3064. 

Sound gospel preacher with 26 years plus. B.S. in 
Education and M.A.. in Counseling. Desiring to 
relocate in the North. Resume and references 
available upon request. Thomas Forrest, Sr., 435 
Crestview Dr., Montevallo, AL. (205) 665-9549. 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
by Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection 
of thousands of scripture references, each 
summarized and organized under hundreds of 
logically-arranged subject areas. Includes over 2,000 
interesting, important discussion-stimulating 
questions. This extremely clear and easy guide to 
the Bible is a must for every Christian's 
library. It is ideal for Bible classes for all ages and 
for cottage evangelistic studies focused on the 
simplicity and power of New Testament 
Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to Theo
Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 

Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, l=B.Q.Q: 
343-0143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 

SUBSCRIBE TO REPROVE. A publication devoted 
to "bringing to light" many of the current 
brotherhood issues. Send $4.00 to REPROVE, 610 
N.E. 29th Street, Grand Prairie, TX 75050. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale--an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 
HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box 5010, Pell City, AL 
35125-9267. Annual retreat, Oct. 11-15, 1993. 

Wanted: Used 8' and 10' church pews in good 
condition. Please contact Northeast Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 85, Hurst, TX 76053. 

Create stronger families and churches. Sponsor a 
Christian sexuality workshop to prepare parents and 
Bible teachers to teach children and youth. Presented 
by grandparents with more than 30 years of ministry 
among churches of Christ. Outstanding spiritual, 
personal, academic, and professional qualifications. 
Write or call for additional information. Ed and Jane 
Coates. Judge Ely Family HealthCare Counselors, 
560 North Judge Ely Boulevard, Abilene, Texas 
79601. (915) 672-4419. 

Firm Foundation Bible Correspondence Course 
Sixteen Bible Lessons Written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each- $2.40 per set- plus shipping 
Answer sheets included free upon request. 

Send no money. We will bill you. 
Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

800-572-3619 



Baytown - Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Highway 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50 a.m .. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher or ''Matters or THE Faith.'' 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (8 17) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 110 1 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wunbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ on 
Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, preacher. 
(210) 494-2499. 

Waco- Columbus Avenue Church of Christ, 1525 
Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth group. 752-

9636. 

-Virginia

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, II a.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 382-
7837. 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, I I a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-

7777. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~ mileS. I-81 & I-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, II a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 637-
4244: (703) 637-6839. 

- Wyoming-
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 555 N. 
Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, 
672-3097. 

CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is accepted in 
keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. 
Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to 
the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Small congregation, SO members, seeks full-time 
preacher. House, utilities and salary provided. Send 
rt!sum6 and salary requirements to Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 482, Pilot Point, TX 76258. 

Preacher wanted: Congregation of about IS 
members, average attendance 25. Prefer older 
preacher, retired, to supplement income. Beautiful 
building, debt free. Great possibilities. Contact Lynn 
Lane Church of Christ, P.O. Box 597, Idabell, OK 
74745, or call (405) 286-5336 or (405) 286-6870. 

Small congregatlon, approx. 20 members, seeks 
full-time preacher. 3 BR, central A/C house, salary 
provided. Send r6sum6 and salary requirements to 
Church of Christ, 501 Gayle St., Ganado, TX 77962 
or contact R. Bums (512) 771-2439. 

Preacher wanted: Established congregation in 
Central Valley of Calif. is seeking a minister. Must 
be grounded in the faith and sound doctrine of Christ. 
If interested, please contact: Larry Mixon (805) 327-
2054, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or (805) 399-5995 after 5 p.m. 

Preacher wanted: Rome Church of Christ, 80-85 
members, good growth opportunity. 

Need full-lime preacher, sound in the faith, no 
liberal leanings, leadership qualities. Contact Gary 
White, 915 Lebanon Hiway, Lebanon, TN 37087. 
(615) 444-5881 during the day. 

The Church of Christ in Walsenburg, CO is looking 
for a gospel-teaching preacher who loves the Lord 
enough to work hard and help bui ld a small 
congregation into a self-supporting church. Please 
write Cotton Clay or R.L. Shuman, P.O. Box 327, 
Walsenburg, CO 81089, (7 19) 489-2305. 

For Sale 
Pews, 12- 12'1ong, hardwood. Good condition. Very 
reasonable price. Call Jr. Mace, Rolla Church of 
Christ, Rolla, MO (314) 341-2483. 

Shenandoah Lectureshi p Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994) - $ 17.50 
Rightly Dividing the Word, Vol. I - $12.50, Rightly 

Dividing the Word, Vol. JJ - $ 16.50 or set for 
$27.00. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wunbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
Train" newsletter. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clenr and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of 
New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, 
CA 92324. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible'' Evangelistic System. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
in your congregation. Elders or church leaders 
write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 
Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Church of 
Christ 

FUNERAL 
SONGS 

TOU FREE NATIONWIDE 
1-800-654-5918 

48 SONGS • AVAILABU: ON 
COMPACT DISCS AND CASSETIE 

-Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or tefuse any 
oHer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We tty 
to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we announce this 
policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements: The Firm Foundation retains the privi
lege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $50 for a full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for 
anything under a half-page. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as Y?U 
would like to have It, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply w1th 
our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the 
paper. 
In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted lot approval. Thank you! 
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Send biblical teaching to a friend 
with a gift subscription to the 

-Firm Foundation-
One-year subscription for $15.00 -foreign for $24.00 

Send 2 or more gift subscriptions and receive a free copy of The Firm Foundation of God Standeth 
- the lectureship book commemorating the 1 OOth anniversary of the Firm Foundation. 
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Name _____________________________ _ Name. _____________________________ _ 
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City St.. ___ Zip ___ _ City _________ St. ___ Zip __ _ 
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••••• 
0 Ordered by 
Name _____________________________ __ 

Address ___________________________ _ 

City _________________ .St. _ __ .Zip __ _ 

••••• 
0 Renew my subscription. 0 Bill me. 0 Payment enclosed. Amount ______ _ 

0 Please send a letter announcing my gift subscriptions to the recipients . 
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Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 210876 • Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 
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"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 
1884 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 1993 

Vol. 108 Houston, Texas, June, 1993 No. 6 

An pen 1Letter to Royce Money 
From Lindell Mitchell 

~ reetings brother, 
l. .....,. A transcribed copy of your February 21, 1993, 

?'~speech at ACU has come to hand, and I must 
Jespond. The content of this public presentation re
Jquires a public response. I will be as candid and forth
right as you were. It is painful to be at odds with a 
brother, but it is necessary when he becomes danger
ous to the cause of Christ. You proposed several 
"things we must do in the church to avoid disaster and 
to promote growth." Both are noble goals, but what 
qualifies you to make such proposals? Have you ever 
planted and grown a thriving church? Have you ever 
revived a dying church? I am not referring to the 
"swelling" characteristic of many urban churches. 
There "hip holy-men" compete for "floating" members 
that land wherever the newest "felt needs" ministry is 
announced. Academicians habitually pontificate about 
things they know nothing of. What do you know of 
such matters? Frankly, sir, your proposals are suspect 
until evidence of your competence is shown. 

Any proposal you make to avoid disaster is too 
late; disaster is upon you. To discover the source of 
the controversy swirling around ACU, look in the mir
ror. Because you are president of the university, the 
buck stops at your desk. 

Your speech is laced with assurances of dedica
tion to what is called an essential core of New Testa
ment doctrines upon which we all must stand. You af-

firm your acceptance of Jesus' deity; you affirm your 
belief in the essential nature of a believer's baptism 
to wash away sins and obtain the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. We are told of your belief that our wor
ship should consist of "a cappella singing and pray
ing and weekly observing of communion, worship led 
by Christian men in an orderly way." You express 
gratitude to those who ask you about their concerns 
for ACU and promise that you will be honest and al
ways tell the truth. 

That sounds wonderful, but your actions do not 
measure up to your reassuring words. The paper trail 
left by your professors shows that not everyone on 
campus shares your convictions. Their taped speeches 
further establish the validity of this assertion. Do you 
expect people to believe that these men will not teach 
in the classroom what they push in their books and 
articles? Let me be specific with a few examples from 
the vast multitude that could be cited. 

The many false teachers prominently featured on 
campus programs is ultimately your responsibility. 
How could Rubel Shelly, Mike Cope, Max Lucado, 
Jeff Walling, Lynn Anderson, and a host of other ad
vocates of error appear on campus without your ap
proval? 

The veritable flood of brazenly erroneous 
speeches, articles, and books spewing forth from 
ACU professors resulted under your administrative 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Report on Soine Bible 
School Material 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T his is an expose - to make a fraud known; 
to unmask. The purpose of this report is 
twofold: 1) to show the pitiful weakness of 

popular teaching metlwds, and 2) to reveal the 
scandal of brotherhood publishing houses print
ing Bible school material from denominational 
sources and attempting to deceive us into think
ing the material originated with faithful members 

of the church. It is shocking! Please read it to the bitter end. Two 
sincere, dedicated, hard-working Christian sisters, Ruth Hansen and 
LaVeme Blanks, have done most of the work in discovering the 
serious and blatant deception some publishers are attempting to 
play on an unsuspecting and trusting brotherhood. We are in the 
debt of these two good sisters. They began the search in an attempt 
to encourage effectual Bible study but discovered a brazen ruse and 
vicious subterfuge. We print information about this sordid hoax with 
broken hearts and many tears -Dobbs.) 

().jF() 

R
uth and Darrell Hansen, and LaVerne Blanks have a 
long standing interest in educational material. They were 
nfluenced to investigate theories of instruction by the 

inimitable Rita Rhodes Ward. Sister Ward had, for many years, 
looked into public school textbooks and was often called upon to 
give expert testimony before state selection committees. The work 
of Hansen and Blanks is a continuation of the priceless service of 
Rita Rhodes Ward. 

Sister Ward, herself a teacher, was drawn into a study of vari
ous techniques for giving information to eager young minds. The 
subject is much too complicated to discuss in detail in this report, 
but briefly put, there are two principal ideas about the theory of edu
cation. They are: 

The Authoritarian Theory. The instructor has mastered the ma
terial to be taught and directs the thinking of the students. The stu
dents listen, learn, and are tested on their understanding of the in
formation made available to them. The teacher assigns reading, re
search, and reports to encourage the student to a deeper knowledge 
of the subject. The educator guides the students through the logic 
of the topic and helps the pupils arrive at sound conclusions. 



Discussion between the teacher and the students pennits the stu
dents to test their thinking, presenting ideas and defending them. 
This theory is teacher-centered. 

The Subjective Theory. The students are given an assigned area 
of study and a recommended reading list. The students consult to
gether and attempt to think through to a conclusion. The group is 
the authority, and its decision is correct. This is sometimes called 
''values clarification," when it relates to conduct. This theory has 
strong humanistic overtones. It denies absolutes and is open-ended. 
It features such questions as: How do you feel? ... How do you think 
Noah felt? ... What would you do if? ... What do you think God? 
... It features journalizing, sharing in groups, interaction, epitaph 
writing, problem solving, brainstorming, and group rapping. There 
is no right or wrong. The teacher is a facilitator and told not to lec
ture the pupils. In Bible study this theory places the emphasis on 
feelings, personal experiences, and witnessing. The theory can. be 
summed up as "consensual relativism." This theory is student-cen
tered. 

The teacher-centered approach seems to agree with what Paul 
told Timothy, "And the things which thou hast heard from me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who 
shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:12). Paul told Timothy 
to "guard that which is committed unto thee" (1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 
1:14). This is, of course, the rule Jesus followed in teaching. He 
could not do otherwise. He came to reveal the will of the heavenly 
Father, and that could not be decided by group discussions. It is 
the old "readin,' writin,' 'rithmatic, taught to the rule of a hickory 
stick'' that produced intellectual giants in former days. The teacher 
is primarily "to lecture students, to discuss and argue with them, to 
grade and judge them, to counsel and advise them," according to 
Martin Anderson. 

The student-centered approach denies pattern, authority, and 
certainty. It gives rise to a new henneneutic - everything is right 
and nothing is wrong - the "always be positive and never nega
tive philosophy." It is the vanity of "teaching for doctrine the com
mandments of men." It tends to deny Bible authority- or any au
thority, except the authority of the group. It promotes role playing 
(skits and dramas) to act out feelings and bring about group deci
sions and enforce group dependence. It is the product of the hu
manistic philosophy of Dewey, Simon, Maslow, and Rogers. It can 
easily produce nitwits with no mind of their own. Strong thinkers 
break out of this mold and free themselves from the tyranny of the 
group. The shackles of the student-centered approach to learning 
result in a Johnny who cannot read, write, or do arithmetic. In a 
Bible school context it produces a Johnny who can't tell the differ
ence between right and wrong. It is children teaching children. 

A rising tide of concerned educators is now telling us the 
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system is flawed and must be overhauled. Some re
cent books dealing with this problem are: Impostors 
in the Temple by Martin Anderson, The Closing of the 
American Mind by Allan Bloom, The Moral Collapse 
of the University by Bruce Wilshire, A Free and Or
dered Space: the Real World of the University by A. 
Bartlett Giamatti. They tell us the modem philosophy 
of education - the student-centered philosophy - is 
cheating students out of meaningful knowledge both 
in the public school system and in the church. 

Michael R. Weed in an article entitled "Why 
Johnny Can't Pray," published in Christian Studies, 
Number 12, Spring 1992, quotes students as saying: 

If the fundamentals had ever been given to us, I 
think we could have absorbed them .... No 
teacher ever stood up in any classroom of mine 
and made any positive statement beginning with 
the words, This is so. I would have liked to leain 
something, anything. 

Weed speaks of 
the modem church's failure to nurture and pass 
on the faith. . .• Students are increasingly left to 
their own resources. It has also undennined the 
most legitimate source of the teacher's author
ity, which is his or her mastery of a body of 
knowledge. The teacher now seeks a classroom 
identity in roles such as 'facilitator,' 'convener,' 
or 'co-discoverer.' ... This has meant the substi
tution of 'doing' for 'learning.' ... They have 
abandoned teachers, armed with little more than 
slogans and cliches, to an environment denuded 
of conditions necessary for education to occur, 
viz., self-discipline and respect for authority and 
tradition .... Particularly tragic has been the im
pact of this development upon the church's abil
ity to provide basic instruction in the Bible and 
the fundamentals of the Christian faith. 

Weed quotes Hannah Arendt as saying: 
The child, 'free' from authority, tradition, and 
discipline, is defenseless before an even more 
terrifying and truly tyrannical force than the in
dividual 'authoritarian' teacher ever posed, :viz., 
the tyranny of child-majority. The result has 
been confonnism or juvenile delinquency, and 
bizarre combinations of the two. 

Weed quotes Henry Fairlie as writing, "School 
teachers ... let their little victims play at what they will, 
and ... applaud (it) as their self-actualization. From 
cradle to grave, life is to be avoided by therapies." 
Fairlie continues: 
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We should think hard why the phrase 'learning 
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experience' has been found necessary ..... When 
we say 'I learned this today,' we mean some
thing is learned. When we say 'I learned this to
day,' there is a measure by which to test its ac
curacy and value .... But when we say 'that was 
a great learning experience I had today,' we 
mean only a rather vague and superficial re
sponse in ourselves, in which what happened to 
us is more important than anything else. 

Weed commented, "Such 'education' has in effect 
'i 

disinherited students and created a class of sophisti- ';~Sl 
cated barbarians, free from the restraint, guidance, and .Dt: 

wisdom of authoritative pasts and thus trapped in an :~~~ 
.\~·~. 

ever -expanding egocentric 'radical contemporaneity."' . f·~'. 
CafiPO 

·The Great Deception 
We spent many hours the first half of January ex

amining the Heritage of Faith Bible· school material. 
Neil W. Anderson, president and publisher of the Gos-. 
pel Advocate, wrote in an introductory letter dated July 
20, 1992: 

Many leading educators in our fellowship have 
had input into the design of Heritage of Faith, 
ensuring its sound educational value. Every 
teaching lesson was written by an experienced 
teacher in the churches of Christ 

In a letter on a Heritage of Faith letterhead, 
Sammie M. Mason, under date of July 19, 1992, 
wrote, "Heritage of Faith combines exciting artwork 
with lessons written by and for teachers in the 
churches of Christ." 

.·· ~~(· 

.···~···j\ ~·.· ·. ~ 
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We perused the material with much interest but . . I 
noted a strange lack of emphasis on basic Bible doc
trine. There were many Calvinistic ideas presented and _':;·:: 
a lack of emphasis on the Bible doctrine of baptism 
and the church. I consulted with Blanks and Hansen, 
researchers of Bible school material sold especially to 
churches of Christ, to learn their reaction to the "new". · 
material. They made me aware that the Gospel Advo- . 
cate material is from Scripture Press. 

Scripture Press is a Wheaton, lllinois, publishing 
company that specializes in printing Bible school rna-~. 
terial for denominational groups. Some of their cus-f 
tomers are the Southern Baptist Convention, the 
Wesleyans (Methodist), the Salvation Anny, an4, 
about nine additional denominations. We discovere~f · 
the Scripture Press student workbooks for 1990-199 
and the Gospel Advocate's Heritage of Faith, fall1~, 
series are 95 percent the same. The teacher's. 



manuals are about 75 percent identical. This took 
many days of careful comparison. 

The Scripture FJ"ess material for 1990-1991 is not 
easy to find because they re-write their lessons every 
two years and send the old material to foreign denomi
national missions. Bookstores have the option of ex
changing the old for the new as the curriculum is re
written, but it can be found in out-of-the-way book
stores. Our Bible school friends were successful in 
finding much of the Scripture Press material. 

It is a disappointment to discover that the Gospel 
Advocate claim that Heritage of Faith material is writ
ten "by and for'' experienced teachers in the churches 
of Christ is false - unless, of course, you define 
"churches of Christ" to include denominations. If you 
want to see the comparison, let me know. 

There is more to this odd development. Bible 
school material published by Sweet Publishing Com
pany is written by and purchased from David G. Cook 
Publishing (Baptist); 20th Century Christian material 
is published by Standard Publishing (Christian 
Church); and, as noted, the Gospel Advocate is reprint
ing material from Scripture Press. Much of the Bible 
school material being offered to churches of Christ by 
brotherhood publishers is from a denominational 
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source and is heavily Calvinistic. (Lambert Publish
ing, Gospel Teachers, and Sain Publishing are ex
cepted - however Sweet, 20th Century, and Gospel 
Advocate have the lion's share of the market.) If you 
are using denominational material filtered through dis
ingenuous - they won' t tell what they are doing -
brotherhood publishers, then be forewarned. 

Still, that isn't all. We are accumulating informa
tion that the National Council of Churches has devel
oped a uniform scheme for Bible school materials. 
Denominational publishing companies, including 
Standard, Cook, and Scripture Press, pattern their 
curriculum to the National Council of Churches strat
egy. The apparent purpose is to have students in Bible 
school programs, throughout the nation and cutting 
across all denominational Jines, study the same 
lessons each week. In a generation or two this will 
make a major contribution to the Council of Churches' 
version of ecumenism, which is very different from 
the Bible idea of unity. 

G8D'O 

Alert! Alert! Alert! Alert! Alert! Alert! Alert! 
Bible school material published by Gospel Advo

cate, Sweet Publishing, and 20th Century Christian is 
student-centered, giving rise to, as Weed says, "pre
occupation with method over content." It is little more 
than a pooling of ignorance. The material from these 
three publishers is copied from denominational 
sources. We speak of content and not the mechanics 
of how the finished product is manufactured. The sec
tarian material was purchased from denominational 
suppliers and not pilfered, but this makes it painfully 
clear that the publishers know exactly what they are 
doing. There is also an attempt to pull the wool over 
our eyes by misrepresenting that the material was writ
ten by "experienced teachers in the churches of 
Christ," or that it was heavily edited- neither is true! 

But if the watchman see the sword come, and 
blow not the trumpet, and the people be not 
warned, and the sword come, and take any per
son from among them; he is taken away in his 
iniquity, but his blood wiii I require at the 
watchman's hand. 

Wherefore I testify unto you this day, that I 
am pure from the blood of all men. For I shrank 
not from declaring unto you the whole counsel 
of God. 11815 Doubletree 

Houston, 1X 77070 
~ 
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An Open Letter to Royce Money 
(continued from page 1) 

oversight Carroll Osburn's harangue concerning the 
role of women in the Lord's church was silly and in
defensible. His pronouncement that he, after long years 
of study, could no longer say that current claims of 
''tongue speaking" is not of God shows his lack of un
derstanding. The speeches in which he made such ri
diculous assertions were devoid of his much-vaunted 
academic acumen, exegetical expertise, rhetorical elo
quence, and intellectual power. He offered nothing but 
unsubstantiated assertions. 

It was shocking to see a "distinguished professor'' 
of the New Testament make baseless statements. How
ever, your allowing it to pass unchallenged was ut
terly appalling. How could you fail publicly to dis
avow such statements? 

In an infamous Wineskins article Dr. Doug Foster 
modified the words of a Landmark Baptist and attrib
uted them to David Lipscomb. I have a hard time be
lieving that a man with a doctorate from Vanderbilt 
University could do that mistakenly. Foster's use of 
the material to bolster his aberrant notions is doubly 
suspicious. If it were done purposefully, serious ethi
cal questions arise. If Dr. Foster did it in ignorance or 
because of sloppiness, equally serious questions arise 
concerning his competence. As grave as his breech of 
literary protocols was, it pales before your failure to 
discipline him. He is your employee and your respon- · 
sibility, Dr. Money. When the academic community 
discovers Dr. Foster's professional lapse, it will act 
without hesitation. Real scholars do not manufacture 
and falsely assign quotes to prove a point. Dr. Foster 
will become a pariah. As concerned as I am for him, I 
am more concerned for the credibility of ACU. Such 
misconduct must not go uncorrected, and it is your 
responsibility to see to it. Further, you must insure that 
it never happens again. 

Dr. Darryl Tippens' forays into mysticism are well
documented and cannot be denied. He avers that the 
Spirit blows him about like a cool breeze enabling him 
to "transcend the hermeneutic circle" so that he can 
"'by faith' testify that we have encountered and have 
experienced the Divine, the 'transcendental signified."' 
1bis professor is also your employee and your respon
sibility. He could not continue his relentless pursuit of 
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a mystical agenda without your approval. 
Dr. Andre Resner produced a vulgar article in 

Wineskins relegating the virgin birth of Jesus to a 
dream Joseph convinced himself to accept despite all 
reason. According to Dr. Resner, Jesus came from a 
long line of harlots. If that article does not constitute 
blasphemy, what does? You have assured us that ev
eryone on the faculty believes in the virgin birth, and 
Dr. Resner has recently asserted his acceptance of the 
doctrine. If this is true, why was the article published? 
Words do have meanings, and that article relegates the 
virgin birth to the world of fantasy. 

The editor of the Firm Foundation sent copies of 
Resner's article to approximately 100 men soliciting . 
their reaction. They were writers, educators, business
men, lawyers, elders, deacons, and preachers. With
out conferring they reached the same conclusion: the 
article denies the virgin birth of Jesus. If Dr. Resner · 
is incapable of clearly communicating an elemental 
component of the faith, his competence to lead impres
sionable young people is suspect. Failure to act forth
rightly and decisively will be an inexcusable breech 
of your duty as president of the university. 

Dr. Money, you apparently encouraged the ap
pointment of a Methodist preacher to be the editor of 
the school newspaper. The article heralding his appoint
ment lauds him as a ''Bible-Preachin,' Bike-Ridin' Edi
tor-in-Chief." It tells of his chance discovery of a lady's 
ring in a darkened movie theater being an act of God. 
The new editor explained that he does not try to "get 
real theological about it" Indeed! What in the name 
of common sense were you thinking of when you al-' 
lowed that appointment? Can you expect people who;· 
take the Scriptures seriously to entrust you with the~ · 
most precious asset (their children) when such tomfool~ 
ery characterizes your administration? i 

Dr. Money, your portrayal of those who object tO 
the direction you are taking the university as raatcat 
extremists was infantile. The attempt to cast votJISe~U 
and the men cited above as standing in the 
middle of our movement" is absurd. (Do we have 
movement, or does Christ have a church?) Those 
oppose you are overwhelmingly capable, serious, 
tient, and deeply concerned for the health of 



' · They are even more concerned for the future of the 
church if you persist in your present course. 

Your critics include many distinguished alumni of 
ACU. Many of your own staff are not supportive of 
the direction you are taking the university. Some mem
bers of the board of trustees realize the extent of the 
departures occurring under your administration. They 
realize that people will not continue to make the great 
sacrifices necessary to send students your way if these 
departures are not reversed. 

You called on the assembly to mark those caus
ing divisions "whose agenda is control and not build
ing up the body of Christ." You said, "We must mark 
those who twist the truth and who assign false motives, 
who gossip and slander and are driven by ego and the 
need to control and dominate all under the guise of 
sound doctrine." Brother Money, that was like the pot 
calling the kettle black! How do you know your op
ponents' agenda is control and not building up the body 
of Christ? How do you know they are driven by ego? 
Is it possible that you are driven by ego? Could you 
be bent on control and not building up the body of 
Christ? I am unable to say, being incapable of discern
ing your motives, but you appear to have no limita
tions when judging the motives of others. 

. Before attempting to mark your opponents, there 
is something you must understand. ACU is not coex
tensive with the church. You have no business attempt
ing to dictate to churches how to deal with their mem
bers. Ifyou had exercised administrative authority to 
do some marking at ACU, where you do possess ju
risdiction, this letter would not have been written. 

.>· The speech contained much talk about diversity 
,:~1::: . being viewed as a strength and not a weakness within 
::~:;;;c. ~t biblical parameters, of course. It is true that many 
~·~;~;t .. " 

t_:\_(._:·_:_,_i_:_i =c~fre~~::~::: !:!::a;~s;:~~~i~~~ :~ 
.. ·,~- · ~urce of strength. You are not being criticized con
-i~}: eeming neutral matters. Brethren are concerned with 
-*~Pf departure from biblical truth. They are disturbed be-
~~~~: . ~use biblical parameters are ignored. Precisely because 
i~i};·:_ · ~ the past more than two-thirds of our missionaries 
~k<~:.: were trained at ACU along with many of our Bible pro
;fj}f:.':~ .. fessors, elders, and preachers, you are encountering stiff 
~~~{:: qpposition. If you continue to lead the university on a 
~~~-:-:· qivergent course, it portends devastating consequences 
~~~.:for the church. Those who love the Lord, his bride, 
~~~~~ ....... : 
:~;:d;;.·. 
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ACU, and you cannot allow these egregious transgres
sions to pass unchallenged. 

The glare of public scrutiny focused on ACU only 
after you allowed the staff to begin publishing wildly 
aberrant views. The calloused disregard for the sensi
bilities of others, the condescending arrogance, and the 
vulgarity characteristic of these actions naturally elic
ited intense opposition. Not even university officials are 
above sanction. 

You seem to believe it is improper to challenge 
openly statements issuing from anyone associated with 
ACU. In bemoaning the ability of opponents to pub
lish their dissent, you seem not to understand that any
one who publishes his views invites public critique. 
You are acquainted with the concept of peer review. 
If you brethren wish to avoid having your positions 
challenged, do not publish them. 

We were urged to "rediscover that in our alle
giance to Christ, the bride wears the name of the 
groom .... The church does not save, Christ saves." Of 
course, Christ saves, but he only saves his church. He 
purchased the church - not a school - with his 
blood. Any effort to divorce Jesus from his bride is 

_ doomed. I recall Dr. Philip Slate admonishing us that 
way at Harding Graduate School of Religion. After 
reminding us of what Christ died to purchase, he urged 
us to realize that the real action in God's kingdom is 
in his church. There, he said, you deal with people 
"from womb to tomb." Dr. Slate observed that if all 
the schools vanished, the church would march on 
undiminished. As a student I thought his statements 
were odd, but over the years their wisdom has become 
increasingly apparent. 

Dr. Money, you made much ado about the need 
to view the restoration of New Testament Christian
ity as a process rather than an accomplishment. We 
were assured that if we viewed it as a process, we 
would "have nothing to fear from an honest search for 
truth even when you have to adjust a belief formerly 
held." That compels acceptance from every lover of 
truth. However, you badly blundered the search for 
truth at ACU. Instead of sharing newly di~covered 
truths, your colleagues have distorted well-established 
verities. In what appears an attempt to accommodate 
feminists, denominationalists, mystics, and libemls, truth 
has been distorted and compromised. 

Great discoveries in physics are rapidly expanding 

~~ Founw!:!! 1 
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the frontiers of human knowledge, but this has notre
quired abandonment of known truth. The multiplica
tion tables are still valid, and two plus two still equals 
four in the time/space continuum in which we live. Dr. 
Money, no matter how long and intense your search 
is, mysticism, liberalism, and false ecumenism will al
ways be contrary to God's expressed will. 

if you are not absolutely clear on a matter so basic, you ~~: 
should not be in the position you now occupy. Jesus 
said, ''If you love me, keep my commandments" (John 
14:15). That is not hard to grasp. The confused think
ing I have observed in your recent graduates is becom
ing increasingly understandable. 

You asserted that the public would be better served 
to get information about ACU from the university 
rather than from someone in the Firm Foundation or 
some other publication. As a staff writer for the Finn 
Foundation, I take exception to the implication that 
anyone associated with the paper has ever misrepre
sented ACU or any member of its staff. I challenge 
you to prove the allegation. When you fail to do so, 
the public will see that it is a lame attempt to avoid 
the glare of scrutiny. 

You averred that we should be fighting Satan and 
not each other saying, "Surely the Lord grieves when 
we spend our time biting and devouring one another 
while the world goes unsaved." What grieves the Lord 
is for ·people in an ideal position to propagate his truth 
not to do so. It grieves the Lord to see Christians in 
places of power acquiesce in the face of error. It grieves 
the Lord for his people to grovel at the feet of pseudo
intellectuals in a vain attempt to curry their favor. I 
implore you to reverse your course. Honor the char
ter of ACU. Brother Money, you have a moral, aca

Near the end of your speech you said, "How is the 
Bible designed to be God's final word for man? We 
need to decide that'~ I sat stunned as I read it! Brother, 

demic, legal responsibility to do so. 
Respectfully, 
Lindell Mitchell !); 
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Fourth Annual Northw-est Arkansas Lectureship 
"The Church" 1€. 

"And the Lord added to the church daily" (Acts 2:47) . · 1
_ · .• 

Jul~ ll·l4, 1993 ~ n.-'o5_,. 

Sanda~, .Jul~ 11, 1993 
6:00 P.M ........................... "The Grandeur and Glory of the Church• ............................................................ Terry S. Frizzell 
7:00 P.M .......................... "The Church In Purpose, Prophecy, Promise, and Perfection ............................ Dean Fugett 

MondG~, .Jul' 12, 1993 
9:30 A. M .......................... "The Church: Its Identity" .................................................................................... Bill Graddy 

10:30 A. M .......................... "The Church: Non-denominational and Changeless" ......................................... Dennis Gulledge 
1:00 P.M .......................... (Men's Class) "Exhorting One Another" .............................. ~ ..................... ~.~ ....... Max Patterson 
1 :00 P. M .......................... (Women's Class) •Forgiving Others and Ourselves" .......................................... Barbara Knight 
2:00 P.M .......................... Open Forum ..................................... : ................................................................. Ted Knight 
6:30 P. M .......................... Singing 
7:00 P.M .......................... "The Church: Its Worship (General)" .................................................................. Scott Tennyson 
8:00 p. M .......................... "The Church: Its Organization• ........................................................................... David South 

ruu.IG~, .Jut~ 13, 1993 
9:30 A. M .......................... ~e Church: Its Discipline• ................................................................................ Gene Wood 

10:30 A. M .......................... ~e Church and Benevolence" ......................................................................... Wayne Deffenbaugh 
1:00 P.M .......................... "The Church: the Bride of Chrisr ....................................................................... Terry W. Frizzell 
2:00 P.M .......................... Open Forum ....................................................................................................... Ted Knight 
6:30 P. M .......................... Singing 
7:00 P.M .......................... ~e Church: Its Worship (Sing!ng)" ........ :: ......... ~ ............................................... Johnle Scaggs u h 
8:00 P. M .......................... ~e Church: Its Worship (Lords Supper) ......................................................... David Deffenba g 

Wafnudll,, .Jul~ 14, 1993 . 
9:30 A. M .......................... ~e Church: Its Fellowship" .............................................................................. Bill Willard 

10:30 A. M .......................... ~e Church: the Kingdom of God" .................................................................... Ervin Curtis 
1 :00 P. M .......................... "The Church: the One Body" .............................................................................. Ray Crawford 
2:00 P. M .......................... Open Forum ....................................................................................................... Ted Knight 
6:30 p. M .......................... Singing 

1 
kill 

7:00 P. M .......................... "The Church: Its Mission• ................................................................................... J m Gas h 
8:00 P.M .......................... ~e Church: Its Hope• ....................................................................................... Don Deffenbaug 
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"The Change Generation" Asks: 
''Is It Fun and Exciting?'' Part 1 

By Gary Colley 

For a growing number, including some Christians, 
the only qualification for acceptance or rejection 
of any behavior before God is expressed in the 

words, "Is it fun and exciting?" This is heard in con
versations of the young, but it is disappointing and less 
excusable in the lives of those who are older and 
should know better. With Paul we must say these are 
''yet carnal" or worldly (1 Cor. 3:3). 

An Attitude Difficulty 
This attitude is affecting the church for which 

Christ died (Acts 20:28). In many localities there are 
those who refuse to attend Bible classes because they 
say it is "dullsville." This is a bad reflection on the 
speaker and not on the Bible, the class, or the teacher. 
Others do not attend each worship period (unless some 
special entertainment is announced) because they "do 
not get anything out of it" and especially when there 
is something "more exciting" to do. They ignore many 
passages about putting God and his kingdom first, not 
forsaking the assembling of the saints, and that wor
ship must be directed to God in spirit and in truth 
(Matt. 6:33; Heb. 10:25; John 4:23-24). 

Forgotten Vows 
Marriages are strongly affected by this attitude. 

Some after only a few months divorce their mates, 
rending many hearts, because one participant feels 
things just are not "fun and exciting" any more. Then 
these look for a preacher who will deny the Lord's 
simple teaching on marriage, divorce, and remaniage 
(Matt. 19:8-9; Rom. 7:1-4}, so they may feel good 
about finding another mate who is more "fun and ex
citing." The tragedy is hireling preachers can be found 
who will say anything, if the price is right 

Vows do not seem to mean much to these people. 
. Not only is the marriage vow soon "forgotten," but 
· many seem also to take lightly their vow to serve the 
<lord. The good confession flies quickly from the mind 

some, who are "choked with cares and riches and 

pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection" 
(Luke 8:14). When these are urged to live pure lives; 
teach a Bible class; serve at the Lord's table; visit the 
sick and needy; prepare the building for worship ser
vices (or close it afterwards); teach a neighbor or in
vite them to services; speak to visitors; or a host of 
other small but important duties of Christians; they 
respond in word or by attitude, that is not "fun and 
exciting'' to me anymore. These have left their first 
love and need to repent (Rev. 2:4-5). Their promise 
(vow) to serve the Lord has to be "some great thing," 
never difficult, and always "fun and exciting," or they 
will defect from the Lord's army! 

Personal Responsibility 
Of course, for those who study and believe the 

. Bible, it is known that there are responsibilities legis
lated by the Lord for which we are accountable (Matt. 
28:20). These come because of our God-given abili
ties and opportunities. He has the sovereign right to 
call us into account for that which he has gi':'en to us. 
Paul's words must continually ring in ~ur ears, "So then 
every one of us shall give account of himself to God" 
(Rom. 14:12). 

Let us take a close look at our own attitude about 
the work of the Lord. Let us "walk in the light'' that 
we may have pure fellowship with other faithful Chris
tians (1 John 1:7-9). Am I a soldier of the cross, a fol
lower of the Lamb? Or do I search only for that which 
is "fun and exciting"? 1605 Martin Hill Dr. 
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Additional Thoughts on 
"Christmas at Matthew's House" 

By Jess Hall, Jr. 

The article "Some Thoughts on Christmas at 
Matthew's House" (Firm Foundation, April 
1993) was written quickly after receiving the 

copy of Mr. Resner's original article. I have now had 
opportunity to do additional reading on the subject that 
makes it appear there is more than meets the eye in 
the original article. Either Dr. Resner (meanwhile I 
have also learned something about Dr. Resner's edu
cation and that he was on the faculty of ACU when 
his article was written) has ''bought off' on the lib
eral rejection of the virgin birth, radical feminism, or 
both, or he is incredibly careless. 

Consider the following:. 
John Shelby Spong is an Episcopal bishop who 

rejects both the virgin birth and the resurrection. It is 
understood that, along with ·rejecting the Living Word, 
he also rejects the written Word. His 1980 book, The 
Easter Moment, was being prepared for re-publication 
in 1992 under the title, The Resurrection: Myth and 
Reality - A Bishop Rethinks the Meaning of Easter. 
Spong had already published Rescuing the Bible from 
Fundamentalism: A Bishop Rethinks the Meaning of 
Scripture. Those "enlightened" works have now been 
followed with Born of a Woman: A Bishop Rethinks 
the Birth of Jesus. His and Resner's language are strik-
ingly parallel: · 

Buried in the genealogy is another fascinat
ing item. Matthew bas inserted the names of five 
women, including Mary .... It was ... unusual in 
this day to mention women in any genealogy ... 
but ... these particular women present a special 
problem. All of them were tainted by some 
sexual impropriety. 

In addition to Mary ... Tamar played the pros
titute ••. Rahab, another prostitute ... Ruth, the 
Moabite lady who, by sleeping in his bed while 
be was inebriated, forced Boaz to exercise his 
filial responsibility to marry her ... and Baths
heba, who was [not] identified by name but as 
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the wife of Uriah ••. The inclusion of these 
women in this genealogy has innigued and frus
trated interpreters through the ages. 

More modem scholars ... have dared to see 
in the inclusion of these four women a foreshad
owing of Mary's compromised sexual status .... 
This part of the genealogy, therefore, is ••. pro
vocatively included hy Matthew as a prelude to 
his story of Mary, a woman pregnant before 
marriage by an unknown source that resulted in 
her betrothed's desire to put her away as 'dam
aged goods.' 

... In the midrash the clue that linked these 
women to Mary in Matthew's mind becomes 
clear and even obvious. Irregular sexual activ
ity initiated by the action of the Spirit has, in the 
past, enabled the promise of Israel to move for
ward. Mary's pregnancy, Matthew was admit
ting, also had about it a bit of scandal that cried 
out to be understood (pp. 69-71). 

A titillating genealogy and the story of a vir
gin with child constituted the opening part of 
Matthew's birth narrative. But that was to be just 
the beginning .... 

... Virgins who give birth without a male 
agent exist for us only in legends and fairy tales. 
... A nonpracticing semi-Jewish king who asked 
his scribes for a search of the Hebrew Scriptures 
to tell him where the promised Jewish Messiah 
would be born is too self-contradictory to be 
believable. Furthermore, a king who took mur
derous action in a vain attempt to destroy 
a pretender to his throne who bad been ..
brought to this Icing's attention by three foreign 
strangers on camels would be laughable if 
historically real. Yet here it is, opening the 
New Testament's story of Jesus, and from the 
second century until the Enlightenment, this 
narrative was generally assumed to represent 
literal history and was even called the literal 
Word of God (pp. 83-84)! 

In his preface, Spong acknowledges debt to Jane 
Schaberg, professor of religion (?) at the University 

.---

..... ~~ 
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of Detroit Schaberg published a book in 1987 entitled 
The Illegitimacy of Jesus, subtitled A Feminist Theo
logical Interpretation of the Infancy Narratives. 
Schaberg's book is based upon feminist theology. She 
admits in the introduction that her "claim is that the 
texts dealing with the origin of Jesus ... originally were 
about an illegitimate conception and not about a mi
raculous virginal conception" (p. 1 ). 

On page 10 she writes: 

One wonders if (the psychological meaning of 
the belief that Jesus had no male parent) is a pro
jection of male fantasy and wishes: for a tame 
and 'pure' woman who is asexual or does not 
exercise her sexuality; for a woman especially 
untroubling to the celibate male psyche; for a 
mother who has no partner; for the annihilation 
of the human father; for the replacement of the 
human male by the male god. Is it an expres
sion of male awe and reverence, or a compen
sation for male shame and anguish over the vio
lation of women, an element hitherto unex
plained ... the patriarchal guilt feeling? ... Keith 
Thomas writes that all men '(and, for that mat
ter, all women)' unconsciously desire a tender, 
loving, and virginal mother. But do they? Do all 
women desire a virginal mother, exc~pt as 
far as 'virginal' means free, independent, 
unsubordinated, unexploited? 

Schaberg begins chapter two, "Matthew's Account 
of Jesus' Origin," "Reading the New Testament infancy 
narratives in terms of an illegitimate conception (rather 
than a virginal conception) offers a consistent expla
nation of many small details" (p. 20). 

She then proceeds to discuss 'The Four Women," 
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba. She concludes in 
part: 

Mention of these four women is designed to lead 
Matthew's reader to expect another, final story 
of a woman who becomes a social misfit in some 
way; is wronged or thwarted; who is party to a 
sexual act that places her in great danger; and 
whose story has an outcome that repairs the so
cial fabric and ensures the birth of a child who 
is legitimate or legitimated. That child, Matthew 
tells us ... is 'the son of David, the son of Abra
ham' (p. 33). 

·- ._-~<.' ~ 

'~"A . .. William Tregay, in his book, The Miracles of Jesus 
It··-··· 

IM./: .. for the Intellectual, is more straightforward than either 
l.i~~f~( ~pong or Schaberg. His discussion of the genealogy 
·~~t.:~~:':;}S entitled "Jesus' Feminine Ancestors: Incest, Prosti-

••• 

tution, Fornication, Adultery." On page 51 he bluntly 
states: 

Matthew's genealogy of Jesus, which included 
only four women, may have been written to ex
cuse the obvious illegitimacy of Jesus, and to 
justify Mary's so-called questionable moral char
acter in the matter. 

Does Dr. Resner believe in the virgin birth? He trav
els in the company of those who do not. He traces their 
theories more closely and uses their language more of
ten than he does Scripture. Can it not still be said, 'Thy 
speech betrayeth thee"? 

Christians everywhere should listen carefully to 
what is being said by those who speak and write to 
our brotherhood. It is possible to use familiar words 
to teach strange doctrine. Only those who are alert will 
catch the drift that often shows the speaker has drifted 
It is still impossible to cleanse the language of Ashdod 
by filtering it through Jerusalem. 
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Missionary Page-Albert Gardner 

These Are Exciting Tintes 
By Albert Gardner 

P erhaps, since the day of Pentecost opportuni
ties have never been greater! Doors are open 
that none of us thought possible only months 

ago. People now have liberty and freedom who were 
kept in bondage and slavery to an atheistic system for 
so many years. We must give thanks to God for these 
open doors. "I know thy works: behold, I have set 
before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 
thou hast a little strength, and has kept my word, and 
has not denied my name" (Rev. 3:8). 

We have freedom of travel to most places in the 
world, even if it is as a tourist Free trade also gives 
opportunity for transmission of ideas. Language is a 
barrier ·but does not prevent contact in business and 
government and should not prevent our going with the 
Gospel. 

Will there be problems? One reason some 
churches fail to do foreign mission work is because 
of the added problems. Certainly, there will be prob
lems. Hear what Paul said about his going to 
Thessalonica, "Wherefore we would have come 
unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hin
dered us" (1 Thess. 2: 18). Satan will hinder by 
using his evil forces to defeat any attempt to preach 
the Gospel. 

But we must not forget the command of our Lord 
to "go teach nations" and "preach the Gospel to ev
ery creature" (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15). He did not 
say go preach unless there are problems. He did not 
say go preach unless inflation gets too high, or the rate 
of exchange is too low. He did not say go preach un
less you have problems with visas. He did not say go 
preach to every creature unless cross-cultural commu
nication makes it so difficult that it seems best to stay 
home. 

We do not have the option as to whether we go 
preach to every creature. Our Lord gave the march-
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ing orders to the apostles and told them to teach us 
what he had commanded them. It is his will that ev
ery creature hear the Gospel in every generation. That 
is a human right! 

Roadblocks will be put up by evil people, ~ut our 
God is more powerful and can open up the way in 
spite of opposition. The greatest problem is in our 
faith, for we may be like Israel who "limited the Holy 
One of Israel" (Psa. 78:41). 

The Great Commission was carried out by the 
frrst-century church without copier, fax, computer, 
correspondence course, radio, filmstrip! One of the 
signs that would precede the destruction of Jerusalem 
in A.D. 70, relates to the Gospel being preached to 
the world. "And this Gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then ~hall the end come" (Matt. 24:14). ·· 
Paul wrote in about A.D. 64, "If ye continue in the 
faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away 
from the hope of the Gospel, which ye have heard,. . .. 
and which was preached to every creature which is 
under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister'' . 
(Col. 1 :23). 

"But now is made manifest, and by the·Scriptures 
of the prophets, according to the commandment of the· 
everlasting God, made known to all nations for 
obedience of faith" (Rom. 16:26). 

We have enough members, money, education,. 
buildings, supplies and helps, filmstrips, charts, 
literature to do exactly what the Lord told us to do. · 
Our job is by no means finished, but most co11t2re2a-·. 
tions are doing more mission work than they have 
done. These are exciting times! 



~:. 

Errors in the Exodus Account? 
By Jerry Moffitt 

B
ecause the Bible is inspired, it is inerrant. We 
are also aware that the Bible is under attack by 

. skeptics and by liberals who claim to be Chris-
tians. We feel it is our duty to repel all attacks on 
Scripture, and in this article we will view two of them. 

What Did Aaron's Rod Swallow? 
Exodus 7:12 says of Pharaoh's magicians' rods, 

"but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods." Now the 
skeptic says that is clearly an error. A rod did not swal
low a rod. To be accurate Moses would have had to 
write that Aaron's serpent swallowed their serpents. 
If it is not an error, the skeptics would claim it is at 
least sloppy writing. We say, "Not at all!" Evidently 
Moses used a figure of speech. The figure is so com
mon to writing that it has a Latin name." It is called 
ampliatio, where a name of a subject is used after the 
reason for calling it that has ceased. So though it is 
now a serpent, it is still called a rod by the figure of 
ampliatio. We notice on occasion in Scripture that the 
blind are said to see and the lame to walk after they 
were no longer blind or lame (Matt. 11 :5). It is a com
mon figure of speech. 

How Can Livestock Die Twice? 
The "errantist" asks how all the livestock killed 

b.Y the murrain (Ex. 9:6) were later killed by the hail 
, , ._._ (Ex. 9:25), and later still could be killed in the death 

\~;it?~ .of the first-born (Ex. 11 :5). Of course some Egyptians 
~::~z~;:. peeded God's word and took their cattle indoors dur
~-%~:· Jog the hail (Ex. 9:20-21). Yet, if all the cattle were 
:::~7,:: :;, )tilled by the murrain, there would be no first-born of 
~,~_::~-'- ·cattle to die again in the final plague. But the text does 
·-: ·' .. _:: :say some first-born of the cattle died in the final 

::: -~Iague. If first-born cattle survived the murrain, surely 
· , __ ._ . ·others did. Regardless, there seems to be a direct con

.'- : )radiction in the text. 
·- · ,._;\ However, we all read enough to know that all is 

·pot always used in its universal sense. Webster says 
-~ll is sometimes used in the sense of "conspicuous 
-~xcess or prominence." "All" the cattle of Egypt died, 

all in the sense of a noticeable excess of them; the 
prominent part of them died. All in Exodus 9:6 is used 
as a figure of speech, therefore. The figure has a 
name- synecdoche. A synecdoche is the exchange 
of one :idea for another. In a synecdoche all can be 
used for the "greater part." Too, in a synecdoche the 
universal can be put for the particular. "All the cattle 
died," that is, all kinds of cattle. Jesus would draw all 
men unto him when he died on the cross (John 
12:32) - "all" without distinction, but not "all" with
out exception. One of the skeptic's main thrusts is to 
find contradictions by ignoring common figures of 
speech. We just refuse to let them get away with it 
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1hlth Is Not Set by Scholastic Vote 
By Bill Lockwood 

£ everal years ago, the Chandler Arizonan (3-11-
89) ran a news piece reporting a famous scho
lastic pow-wow that convened in Sonoma, Cali

fornia. This elite seminar of ''biblical scholars" was for 
the purpose of "assessing the most likely teachings of 
the historical Jesus." The implication, of course, is that 
much of what is transcribed in the Gospel records is 
not really historically factual, but requires this brainy 
bunch to uncoil it for us common people. 

"Academically mainstream" was the description 
dubbed upon this conference of sophisticated sages by 
the Los Angeles Times. This Sonoman Sanhedrin re
tried Jesus and figured out that his promise of a 
Second Coming was not genuine; it was a devil' s lie 
trumped up about him. The Lexington H~rald-Leader 
(10-16-88) reported that at a similar get-together in 
Atlanta, the promise of Jesus to come again was de
scribed as "words that may have been put into his 
mouth by early Christians." The Atlanta council de
cided that the Lord's Prayer was really not the Lord's 
at all. 

Of the Sonoman delegates, 26 "strongly disagreed" 
that Jesus even uttered a promise to return for his own. 
Two "disagreed," but not enough to be labeled 
"strong" in their feelings. All 30 agreed that Jesus did 
speak of the kingdom of God. I sigh with relief on 
that one. 

The basis of their investigation was "by superim
posing early language patterns on what is known of 
how people lived at the time of Jesus and later during 
the early Christian era." 

This is the same game played to reinforce infidels' 
prejudices that the book of Daniel was not really writ
ten by Daniel or that Isaiah did not author most of his 
book, or that Moses did not write the Pentateuch. This 
field of research is known as "destructive higher criti
cism" which begins with the presupposition that the 
Bible is uninspired. From that beginning point, there
fore, criticism confines itself to discovering the true 
origin of the Bible and how it was spliced together. 
The entire theory of destructive criticism began in 
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Germany about 1830 (See Philip Schaff, History of 
the Christian Church, vol. 1, p. 206). It is completely 
dominated by efforts to explain the Bible and Chris
tianity without recourse to the supernatural. Obviously, 
the entire field is extremely subjective. 

Unfortunately, most educational institutions in 
America regard such Bible critics to be riding upon the 
highest horse and due the greatest homage. That most 
have assimilated infidel prejudice in modernistic univer
sities is ignored. 

When the lords of the Philistines sit in senatorial 
symposiums, whether in Atlanta or Sonoma, our duty 
is to listen. I recall that my instructor at Harding 
Graduate University in Memphis, Allen Black, used 
the same ploy. After I objected to the source theories 
being intruded upon me as to the origin of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke, Black publicly defended himself: "If 
you took a poll of this certain Bible Society over here 
(I've forgotten which), 98 percent would agree with 
what I'm saying." 

"So what," I thought "Biblical scholars" are gen
erally mass bred in humanistic incubators with only a 
few inductees maintaining any real Bible faith. 
Even textual critics recognize. that a thousand manu
scripts do not outweigh a few, if the thousand come 
from one source. The hundred-weight verdict of this 
type of scholastic sophistication weighs little to me. 
It is a cumbrous millstone strapped to the neck of the 
brotherhood. 

Recently I engaged in a little "letter-to-the-editor" 
exchange with humanistic defenders in the Daily · 
Oklahoman. After I bad insisted that without God eth- · 
ics are non-existent, they retorted with this one: "Most 
philosophers have rejected Mr. Lockwood's ideas." 
What is that to me? See thou to it Truth is not set by 
scholastic vote. "Cease ye from [trusting in] man~ 
whose breath is in his nostrils; for wherein is be able · 
to be accounted of" (lsa. 2:22). 
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The Cry, "Back to Christ!" 
By John W. McGarvey 

Let no one be deceived by this cry when it comes 
from rationalistic sources. There is a meaning in 
it quite different from that which we are apt to 

attach to it. We are apt to suppose that it means back 
of all human creeds and rules of discipline to the teach
ing of the apostles and of Christ. But it does not stop 
there. It means, also, back of the apostles, so that their 
teaching is to be set aside when it does not seem to 
be supported by the personal teaching of Jesus. Nei
ther does it stop at the four Gospels and their repre
sentation of what Christ taught. It discriminates be
tween what they have incorrectly reported from the 
lips of Christ and what he actually said. By powers 
of discernment which none but an expert modem critic 
boasts of possessing, all of the reported sayings of 
Christ are sifted, the accretions and misconstructions 
of the Gospel writers, and the traditions which they 
followed, are cast aside, and the residue is the teach
ing of Christ. The cry is, back to that; and back to that 
is infidelity and religious anarchy. 

Dr. James Stalker has well expressed the essen
tial part of the sentiment in the opening paragraph of 
the leading article of the June Expositor. He says: 

'Back to Christ!' is the watchword of theology 
at the present time; and there can be little doubt 
that the question, What precisely was taught by 
Christ?, will be the most burning theological 
topic of the first decade of the twentieth century. 
It seems an easy thing to discover what Christ 
taught, for in the four Gospels all his words are 
contained in a very narrow compass . ... The 
question, however, has been raised: Are we sure 
that all the words attributed to our Lord in the 
Gospels are really his; or, as we read, do we re-
quire to exercise caution and criticism? 

If we once cast aside the inspiration which Christ 
promised his apostles, if he did promise it, if those 
promises of it are not spurious additions to his words, 
and if we also cast aside their claim of an infallible 
inspiration, as has now become the fashion, what have 
we left to guarantee the certainty that anything quoted 
from him in the Gospels actually came from his lips? 

Nothing, absolutely nothing, except the judgment of 
the modem critic, and that, in such a connection, is 
not worth a snap of my finger. 

Back to Christ let us go; but let us not forget that 
when we reach the writings of his apostles, whom he 
authorized to speak in his name, and qualified to speak 
with absolute authority, we have gone back to him. 

John W. McGarvey, deceased 

oero 
(Editor's note: J. W. McGarvey was a distin

guished scholar. He was an intellectual giant. This 
article was first printed in the Christian Standard, 
July 1896. Brother NfcGarvey was contending with 
false teachers in and out of the church and correct
ing their errors. This essay, written almost 100 years 
ago, is 'timely in our day because we have the 
same error repeated, and the same answer will cor
rect it. Advocates of the "core Gospel" need to pay 
attention- Dobbs.) 
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Do I Have the Liberty to Choose 
What Error I Expose 

By Dan Goddard 

The soldier of Christ is to endorse all truth and to 
oppose all error. The Christian is not allowed the 
liberty to choose positions of truth to support and 

defend, but must support and defend all truth. Nor is 
the Christian given the liberty to select certain errors 
to oppose. The faithful Christian is duty bound to com
bat all error (Phil. 1:7, 17; Jude 3). 

The Christian is not given the freedom of decid
ing the time to oppose error. Paul spoke of "false 
brethren" who attempted to ''bring us into bondage: 
To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an 
hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with 
you" (Gal. 2:4-5). Paul also said "in season and out 
of season" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

The proper time to teach truth and expose error is 
now. As with cancer, error should be dealt with in the 
very early stages. If error is met when it is first pre
sented, it can be more easily defeated. The "wait and 
see" attitude gives error time to spread, to grow, to 
lead more souls away. Error becomes solidly estab
lished with a broad base of supporters who become 
hardened in sin, but who might otherwise have been 
rescued. 

Christians do not have the liberty to decide what 
false teachers to oppose. Jesus opposed error in the 
prestigious religious leaders of his clay (Matt 21:23-
46). John the Baptist rebuked a king (Mark 6:18). Pe
ter ansi John opposed error when it was found in the 
very .council before whom they. stood on trial (Acts 
4:5). Stephen opposed error while a howling mob 
rushed upon him demanding silence (Acts 7). Paul 
opposed error when another apostle was involved 
(Gal. 2:11) and when his traveling companion was 
involved (2 Tim. 4:10). There is no loyalty, whether 
to family, friend, employment, institution, or personal 
safety that is greater than the Christian's loyalty to 
God. Otherwise, we fall into the category of those who 
love the praise of men more than the praise of God. 
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The pathetic truth is that there are those who dis
play courage and boldness, except where certain indi
viduals and institutions are involved Some proven and 
respected soldiers of Christ abandon the battlefield ' 
when certain men must be met, certain issues must be 
faced, and certain institutions must be exposed. Error 
on the one hand is denounced, but the same error on 
the other hand is overlooked or condoned. It is as 
though they hold some names too important and es
teem some institutions too highly to withstand them 
to the face when they need to be censured. 

The failure to practice church discipline is often 
caused because brethren cannot bring themselves to 
correct all the disorderly. Fear of the repercussions of 
disciplining the big contributor, the one with many_ 
relatives in the congregation, the person of influence -·.
in the community, or someone doing the same thing 
my relative does, often results in no discipline. Con
sequently, the churches are filled with, and spiritually 
weakened by, those who openly live in sin. Those who 
feel that toleration of sin in the church is pleasing to 
our Lord need to read again Romans 16:17; 2 Thes-
salonians 3:6; Revelation 2:2, 14-16, 29. :: ;. ~~ 

In the battle with digression from truth, the sol- · . 
diers of Christ must show fortitude, faithfulness, and. · .. ,:. 
fidelity. We must allow no Goliath appearing on the · > 

battlefield to cause us to go escaping to our tents to.·' .. : · 
hide. We must allow no friendships or earthly con-.·.···· 
sideration to cause us to languish upon the couch of 
ease while souls are being led to eternal damnation. :· 
Compromise, indifference, cowardly retreat, and the 
playing of brotherhood politics do not become the 
faithful child of God. 

In the awful day of judgment, the importance of 
uncompromising battle against all the forces of 
will be more obvious than ever before (2 Tim. 4:7). · · 

So, brethren, awake! Sound the battle cry! 
enemy is on the march. 



Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dis
mayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the 
multitude that is with him: for there be more with 
us than with him: with him is an ann of flesh; 
but with us is the Lord our God to help us, and 
to fight our battles. And the people rested them
selves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Ju
dah (2 Chron. 32:7-8). 

It is only when the battle is done that a victocy is 
won. Then, and only then, can we expect rest and 
peace. ''What shall we then say to these things? If God 
be for us, who can be against us?" Rom. 8:31. 

1400 Troy Road 
Collinsville, IL 62234 
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Pack of Lies 3 
''You Can Have Morality Without 

Religion'' 
By Lindell Mitchell 

i. 

H
umanists and social elitists of various hues make 
the most of word games. For example, when a 
preacher speaks out against abortion, he is told 

to stay out of politics; when a politician wants to neu
tralize the issue, he insists that he wants to keep reli
gion out of politics. One day it is a political issue; the 
next day it is a religious one. Politicians and philoso-
phers who are fond of silly word games should un
derstand that the public is not stupid. Thoughtful 
people are not.deceived by such drivel. 

You cannot divorce morality and religion. The 
cornerstone of all morality is the existence of God. 
Morality and J;eligion are Siamese twins that can never 
be successfully separated. If a separation ever occurs, 
morality is doomed to an agonizing death. 

Despite this fact prominent elitists contend that 
you can banish all religion from our schools, govern
ment, entertainment, and homes while maintaining 

:jr: ·morality. They assert that morality can exist com
pletely independent of religion. I must say plainly that 
this argument is ridiculous. Those trying to create a 
secular state, where religion has no influence, will 
produce meaninglessness, lawlessness, and utter 

.:J~~'· despair. Such conditions typically spawn a totalitarian 

11 :~F=~:::::::t~;:::o~~ 
1; ~;nt;~;;:f;~~t~~~;~ 
~~h· 
~-~·.:;-: 

but provides no guidance concerning its proper use. 
Science is silent concerning values. Therefore, the truly 
important matters cannot be discovered by human rea
soning, nor can they be addressed by scientific inquiry. 
Jeremiah said it best: "0 Lord, I know that the way of 
man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23). 

Christianity· solves this dilemma. God decides 
·what ought to be. Though man is not able to develop 
his own moral standard, the Creator is. Morality be
comes possible. 

When people attempt to neutralize religion, they 
cannot do so without simultaneously neutralizing 
themselves. They may talk of human rights and the 
need for morality, but their philosophy has no basis 
to sustain such values without God. 

Surprisingly, many of these folks are moral, trust
worthy, and caring. How can this be? The answer is 
that they were created in God's image and were given 
a moral consciousness just as all other human beings. 
They are like branches trying to deny the existence 
of the tree that sustains them! They offer no answers 
and cannot manage even to live consistently with what 
they profess to believe. 

Our choice is clear. We must return to a biblically
based moral ethic or learn to accept sexual perversion, 
stealing, murder, and despair without complaint It will 
be a long walk back to biblical morality, and I pray 
God will help us to take the first step. Box411 

livingston, TX 77351 
~ 
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America Renewed? 
By Bill Bryan 

Wednesday, January 20, 1993, William Jeffer
son Clinton became the 42nd president of the 
United States. He is a young man, 46 years 

of age. His youth and energy should serve him well. 
The office he has assumed is awesome. He is the chief 
executive officer of the largest democracy in the 
world, and the commander-in-chief of the most pow
erful military force on earth. 

Whether he was the candidate of our choice, the 
nature of his office and the responsibilities he now 
bears demand our respect and support. Scripture in
structs us to pray "for kings and for all that are in au
thority" (1 Tim. 2:1-2). We earnestly pray for our new 
President; we pray for his family and for all the men 
and women who will now participate in his adminis
tration. We pray that God will bless them and that the 
fear of the Lord will govern their h~ and direct their 
actions. 

We believe Mr. Clinton is sincere in what he says 
he wants for America. In his inaugural address, he re
turned to the themes so often heard during the cam
paign. He has pledged "a new season of American re
newal." He has called upon all citizens to assume re
sponsibility for themselves and their families. "It is 
time to break the bad habit of expecting something for 
nothing from our government or from each other." He 
has challenged elected officials to cease their intrigue 
and maneuvering for position and start governing for 
the people. These are noble aspirations. 

Yet, even as he spoke of his dreams for an Ameri
can renewal, the machinery of his administration 
seemed poised to cause an American tragedy. Behind 
the veneer of an obviously personable president is a 
political force of the godless ideology whose aim is to 
renew America in pragmatic humanism. The "Rever
end" Billy Graham opened and closed the inaugural 
proceedings with prayer. The president quoted Scrip
ture and appealed for "God's help." The amoral so
cial engineers of this new age government were at work 
preparing the first salvo of executive orders for Presi
dent Clinton's signature. 
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Oh, how we had hoped for better- but were not 
surprised at the signal the new president gave after just 
the second day in office. With reasoning born of com
promise rather than conscience he declared, ''We must 
free science and medicine from the grasp of politics 
and give all Americans access to the latest and best 
medical treatments." That may sound good and fair 
-but what he meant was "there should no longer be 
any restriction on 'abortion counseling' in federally 
funded clinics." It is believed that women's lives are 
endangered if they are not counseled regarding their 
"right" to an abortion. (What about the baby's life?) 

There should be a review of the ban on the abor
tion pill RU 486, and the Department of Health and 
Human Services should assess the initiatives needed 
to gain FDA approval and licensing of domestic 
manufacturing and distribution. 

There should not be a prohibition on "fetal tissue 
research," because such a ban has "significantly ham
pered" the development of possible treatment for some 
diseases. (This creates a profit-generated commodity 
market for dead babies!) 

Whales and Babies 
The same day the new president freed "science 

and medicine from the grasp of politics," ABC-TV 
screened, as a part of its weekly 20/20 news actuary, 
a story about whale hunting among the Faeroe island
ers. The Faeroe Islands are a small, nonstrategic, in
significant cluster of rocks in the North Atlantic be
tween Norway and Iceland. About 80,000 people live. 
out there. (The islands, of course, are not insignificant . 
to them!) Their principal source of meat is the bubble-. 
head whale (a prolific species that is not classified as 
endangered). They have been hunting and eating the 
whale for centuries. Killing any animal for food is' 
gory and unsightly. The scenes on television were · ·, 
graphic and bloody. It was slaughter at its ugliest · · 

This outraged many people. They could not believe 
that human beings were treating other living creatures . 
in such a way. Indignation, intolerance, and castigation· . 
were heaped on those brutish whale killers. 



Yet not one word of concern- not one instanta
neous flicker of recognition lightened their con
sciences - that the new president of our country had 
made it infinitely easier for a mother to kill her unborn 
baby. 

Why are whales so important and babies so ex
pendable? Is it because whales are innocent? They do 
not bother anybody? They do not require attention? 
They are hannless? They just swim around free? Is 
it because babies, on the other hand, are much 
trouble? Some are unplanned and others are the 
consequence of irresponsible, sinful behavior? Is it be
cause babies can be inconvenient interruptions of a self
ish lifestyle that refuses to accept any kind of account
ability? 

In the pursuit of truth and the public's right to 
know, we encourage ABC 20/20 to televise on prime 
time the grisly work done at any abortion· mill. If the 
American public needs to see whales butchered, their 

,~: ·: blood spurting, and helplessly thrashing against death, 
r· 
r 
i 

then why would it not be just as proper for the public 
to see human slaughter, the bloody little dismembered 
anns and legs, fingers and feet- the pathetic debris 
of society's irresponsibility. You cannot imagine the 
cacophony of hysterics that would erupt - how un
fair, how insensitive, how inappropriate and improper, 
how cruel and mean to show such a thing! Why are 
whales so much more important than babies? 

Something is not right. Something is terribly, ter
ribly wrong! Is this the beginning of America re
newed? God forbid! Near the end of the inaugural 
address President Clinton said, "Let us work until our 
work is done." He quoted Galatians 6:9, "And let us 
not be weary in well doing, for in due season, we shall 
reap, if we faint not." He might have done better 
by quoting verse 7, "Be not deceived, God is 
not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap." 6434 MacArthur Drive 

Woodridge, IL 60517 
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My Sexual Preference 
: !,-'-' 

l . 

By Terry A. Martin 

This letter of hope is addressed to the people of 
America. Due to recent changes in our Ameri
can society, I now live with renewed hope for 

acceptance of people like myself. I am overflowing 
~ith thanksgiving for people like President Clinton 

._.;~·>· . ~ho courageously support the gay community. They 
;:!~{~::~i<' ~nderstand that some people have a sexual orientation 
/?}it-· Jhat is different from heterosexuals. 
V~:}::F'. ··.· Because of the closed-minded intolerance of many 
r:~'.': '!unericans, it took me several years to reach the point 
;· .. J;.£ pf accepting my true sexual preference. Due to para
~s~~t:' ~oia, conceit, and ignorance, American society re
:};~\·>:_pressed anything they perceived as not being "moral" 
[tJ;r=;:-~· ~r "normal." America has been too strongly influenced 
~~i1fh? ~y the "virtues" of the Victorian e~ which has in-

fti~L~:~:~ :;:e~::r=~~~ ~a~~n;~ught for 
,~;§~( ~d died defending the rights guaranteed by our Con
~,~f~> ~titution, the same rights that some would deny me 
~i2·i·::~:. 

P~I 
'·;~·~\ 

because of my sexual orientation. 
Despite recent favorable developments, I am still 

reluctant to come out of the closet But I must say that 
I love my sexual partner, Cindy. I know that some ra
bid ''Bibl~ th~per'' is going to say that I'm perverted, 
immoral, -~d trying to lower the standard of society, 
because Cindy is a German shepherd dog. Yes, the 
Bible does say not to "lie with any beast to defile thy
s~lf therewith" (Lev. 18:23). But the Bible also says, 
"Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind" 
(Lev. 18:22). What are you afraid of? Most people il
logically oppose me because they are actually afraid 
of losing control of themselves. America, wake up! 
This is the 90s. 

Sexuality is to be respected among all creatures. 
The bottom line is proper conduct and respect for one 
another as individuals. Before you are tempted to be 
judgmental of my sexual preference, let me state that 
I am totally committed to Cindy. Our affection and 
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commitment to each other is greater than that experi
enced by most heterosexuals. In a limited way, those 
of you who have "pets" whom you dearly love can 
understand my affection for Cindy. Maybe that is what 
you are afraid of. 

Those of my sexual orientation should not be 
forced to silently serve their country. My serving 
"openly" in the military would not diminish the readi
ness of our anned forces. In fact, my skills, sensitiv
ity and experience could be of great benefit to my 
country. My preference, of course, would be to work 
in the Canine Division. I'm sure that I could fulfill the 
requirements of that position well. 

Again, let me express my appreciation to Presi
dent Clinton, and to many others, for giving me the 
courage to come out of the closet (or should I say dog 
house?). 

(This fictitious letter shows the end result of the 
faulty morals and logic that some are using to lead 
America to moral bankruptcy. One does not need a 
doctorate in human anatomy to know that homosexu
ality and bestiality are both wrong. Only the self-de
ceived could contend that such is in any way a socially 
acceptable "alternate lifestyle.") 

775 Holly Hills Dr 
Biloxi, MS 39532 
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Brother Bob Nave Leaves 
Good Memories 

.. -- ;.~ 

By Jim T. Middleton 

Brother Robert L. Nave, better known simply as 
brother Bob, woke up in eternity, March 15, 
1993. A memorial service for brother Nave was 

conducted Saturday, March 27, at 10 a.m. 
by Jim Middleton at the Heights Church of Christ 
building where brother Bob served as the preacher for 
the last three years. 

Bob was born January 12, 1922, reared and edu
cated in the Kansas City area, and he had been preach
ing the Gospel of Jesus full-time since 1966. 

Louise Nave, a.k.a., "Victoria" and Bob married 
on November 1, 1941. Bob was not a member of the 
church at that time, but 10 years later, he was bap
tized by brother Bill Fielder at the North Kansas Ci~ 
Church of Christ. 

Louise says, "Almost as soon as he got out of the 
water, he started to preach." Bob was a very success
ful salesman and later plant manager for Swift and 
Company in addition to preaching every week in 
Bona, Missouri. 

Brother C.E. McGaughey was influential in per
suading Brother Bob to go into the mission field in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, in 1966. 

The church in Sioux Falls had 29 members, but 
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when the Nave family left, attendance was 127, and last : ·" ·-~ 

week the church there reported an attendance of 206. 
Churches in Missouri, California, Colorado, Alabama; 
and Texas remember the Naves fondly for the dedi .. 
cated service they rendered. 

Brother Bob was holding a Gospel meeting in 
Greenfield, Missouri, when he finished the evening _ . 
service, he laid back in a recliner chair, and never got 
up- in this world. But brother Bob was not of this .··.~.:! 
world - his citizenship was in heaven. 

He loved the church and believed in the power of · 
the Gospel to improve all men. His good humor, whis~· · : 
tling, and love will be sorely missed. Wherever he · · .' 
went, people knew he was there. He truly had "stage .. , , 
presence." He walked, talked, and preached with dra'i · .. 
matic flair. He always had a project to work on. 

He dreamed of better things for the churches he. · 
served and the church as a whole. Bob leaves his' 
wife of 51 Y2 years, Louise; his daughter, Marsh~: 
Pennington; three grandchildren; four great-grandchiF . 
dren; and friends who are innumerable. ' .. · 

6720 West Tidwell 
Houston, TX 77092,. · 



First 
Greater Houston 

Firm Foundation Lectureship 
The Church Faces Worldliness 

June 20-23, 1993 
Sunday, June 20 

9:30 A.M ....................... The Public Schools and the Church ............................................... Bob Berard 
1 0:30 A.M ....................... Be Not Conformed to This World .................................................. Roy Deaver 
2:00 P.M ....................... Congregational Singing 
2:30 P.M ....................... Open Forum 
6:30 P.M ....................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M ....................... Give Your Children a Christian Education ..................................... Terry Hightower 
8:00 P.M ....................... Worldly Views of Marriage ............................................................ Dub McClish 

Monday, June 21 
9:00 A.M ....................... Gambling ....................................................................................... AI Brown 

10:00 A.M ....................... Worldly Attitudes (Galatians 5:19-21) ........................................... Carl G. Hecker 
11 :00 A.M ....................... Dancing ......................................................................................... Michael Light 
1:30 P.M ....................... Television's Influence on Christians ............................................... Jim Snell 
2:30 P.M ....................... The Women's Liberation Movement and the Church ..................... Tom Bright 
3:30 P.M ....................... The Government and the Church .................................................. Roelf Ruffner 
6:30 P.M ....................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M ....................... Calvin's Doctrine of Grace Encourages Worldliness ..................... Jerry Moffitt 
8:00 P.M ....................... Worldliness Hinders World Evangelism ......................................... lra Y. Rice, Jr. 

Tuesday, June 22 
9:00 A.M ....................... Fornication .................................................................................... Tom Wacaster 

1 0:00 A.M ....................... Lying .............................................................................................. Noah Hackworth 
11 :00 A.M ....................... Clean Speech ................................................................................ Joe Cox 
1 :30 P.M ....................... Covetousness ................................................................................ Gus Eoff 
2:30 P.M ....................... Drinking ......................................................................................... Darrell Conley 
2:30 P.M ....................... Wives and Mothers Face the World (Ladies Only) ........................ Janice Garner 
3:30 P.M ..... ~ ................. Homosexuality ............................................................................... Carl Garner 
5:00 P.M ....................... Firm Foundation Banquet 
6:30 P.M ....................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M ....................... The Unity in Diversity Movement Is Worldliness ........................... Garland Elkins 
8:00 P.M ....................... Worldliness - the Rejection of Authority ...................................... Lindell Mitchell 

Wednesday, June 23 
9:00 A.M ....................... After This Life, Is There a Second Chance? .................................. David Baker 

10:00 A.M ....................... Modesty ......................................................................................... Bob Sweeten 
11 :00 A.M ....................... Business Ethics ............................................................................. Eddie Whitten 

1:30 P.M ....................... Husbands and Fathers Face the World ......................................... Tommy Moore 
2:30 P.M ....................... Gossip, Tale-bearing, Slander ....................................................... Royce Williamson 
3:30 ·P.M ....................... New Hermeneutics Leads to Worldliness ...................................... Aian Hahn 
6:30 P.M ....................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 P.M ....................... •The Worldly University" ................................................................ David Brown 
8:00 P.M ....................... A.D. 70 Doctrine- a Study in Worldliness ................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Lunch provided for everyone by the Spring congregation each day at noon. 

AI Brown and David Brown, Directors 
Spring Church of Christ 

1327 Spring-Cypress Road • P.O. Box 39 • Spring, TX n383 • (713} 353-2707 

Home of Houston College of the Bible 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Understandeth Thou 
What Thou Singest? - 2 

By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

T
n Genesis 28:11, Jacob, traveling until night in a 
desolate place, set up stones which later he used 

_ as a place of worship. ''Mansions over the Hilltop" 
and ''Nearer, My God, to Thee" use this figure and this 
lesson to inspire Christians and point the way out of 
difficulties. In the former song, the writer mentions the 
problems of this life and says that sometimes he is "like 
the prophet, my pillow a stone." In "Nearer, My God, 
to Thee" there is a similar reference: "Though like a 
wanderer ... my rest a stone." 

"Footprints of Jesus" says that these footprints, if 
we follow them, might lead us "along by Siloam's 
fountains." What does this suggest? The thought is that 
the path will not be easy; why? The blind man of John 
9:7 was told to "wash in the pool of Siloam," and 
when he obeyed, his sight, which he had never before 
had, was given to him. The primary thought of the 
song seems to be that not only should we teach oth
ers, but we should serve them and help them when 
the opportunity arises. It also stresses obedience. 

Sometimes before we partake of the Lord's Sup
per, we sing "Night, with Ebon Pinion," which sets 
the mood very appropriately for our remembering 
Christ's sacrifice for us. Ebon is related to ebony, 
which is very black and seems suitable in this con
text; a pinion is a wing, and night is often spoken of 
as moving in on wings. To those who loved Jesus, that 
night certainly must have seemed to move in on black 
wings. 

Another song which has little meaning if we do 
not understand the references is "0 Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing." How many times do you suppose we 
have sung "Here I raise my Ebenezer" without 
giving much thought to the significance of the refer-
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ence? This Ebenezer was the "stone of help" which 
Samuel set up because "the Lord helped us" in the 
utter routing of the Philistines. So when we express 
our gratitude for God's help when we overcome be
cause of his help, we are "raising our Ebenezer." 

Daniel, in Daniel 7:9, refers to the Ancient of 
Days, which is Jehovah God. Daniel seems, too, to 
be giving us some physical descriptions of God, the 
only place in the Scriptures where anything of this sort 
is mentioned. The composer of "0 Worship the IGng" 
refers to the Ancient of Days, who was "pavilioned 
in splendor and girded with praise." 

Cherubim and seraphim are merely the plural 
forms of cherub and seraph, two orders of angels, 
whose duties have not been revealed to us. 
"Holy, Holy, Holy" mentions their falling down 
before God. 

Prodigal, meaning "wasteful of resources," is used 
in several songs, including "Father, Hear Thy 
Children's Call" and "God is Calling the Prodigal." 
Though the younger son of Luke 5:11-32 was not 
described in God's Word as "prodigal," he cer
tainly did fit the definition, and from time to time, so 
do we. 

Every Christian would do well to sing "with the 
spirit ... and with the understanding also" (1 Cor. 
14:15), because God has commanded us to do so. This 
command is not limited to Christians with outstand
ing voices, but it certainly does indicate the necessity 
of giving serious thought to the meaning of our songs. 
Do we really think about and understand what we 
sing? P. 0. Box 8400 

Ft. Worth, 1X 76124 
Fp 



A Risen Savior and the Empty Tomb 
By J. A. McNutt 

}Jd they found the stone rolled away from 
the sepulcher, and they entered in and 
ound not the body of the Lord Jesus. And 

it came to pass, as they were much perplexed 
thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in 
shining garments: and they were afraid, and 
bowed down their faces to the ~ they said 
unto them, Why seek ye the living among the 
dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how 
he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 
saying, The son of man must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and 
the third day rise again (Luke 24:2-7). 

The miracle of the resurrection will forever stand 
at the heart of the Christian's faith. The empty tomb 
transforms the tragedy of the cross into the glorious 
Gospel of hope and human redemption. A cross and 
an empty tomb are the central themes of all Gospel 
preaching. The certified Gospel Paul preached was 
centered in a risen Lord (1 Cor. 15:1-4). 

Jesus "showed himself to be alive by many infal
lible proofs." He appeared to "witnesses that were 
chosen before of God ... who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead." Jesus was no mere man. 
His appearances were so convincing that his disciples 
were willing to suffer and die as they preached the 
Gospel of a living Lord. His enemies did not retrieve 
the body of Jesus and refute the claims of those who 
said, "He arose. We have seen him. He is alive." 
; What does it mean to us? It means our faith is 

:. · ·::~ ·.:. ~ell-founded, and we can trust him. He was "declared 
''• 

;·r·· to be the Son of God with power, according to the 
:/; }~ ~pirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead" 
,;,@:?§;;·.(Rom. 1:4). Jesus predicted his resurrection. He said, 
: .. T~g-: .~:pestroy this temple ... in three days I will raise it up. 
·.·>·.~·:..h. He spake of the temple of his body" (John 2:19, 21). 
· ·' · ~~ It has been observed that of the four major world 
'!~:·ff:: 1!-\·reJli2iC>ns. only Christianity claims an empty tomb for 

.··ns founder. Judaism looks to Abraham as its leader. 
::"iP<;i'·;,-_&···.~.\;; died about 1900 B.C.; his tomb is undisturbed. 

. The earliest records of the founder of Buddhism 
· :~~y he died, and there is no claim of resurrection. 

"· Muhammad, 61, died June 8, 632, at Medina, 
cii~'':~lhP.IrP. his mortal body remains in its tomb. Thousands 

continue to worship his body. Jews, Muhammadans, 
and Buddhists agree their founders remain in the grave. 

The follower of Muhammad may scold the Chris
tian by saying, ''We know where our leader is. His 
body is at Medina. All you have is an empty tomb." 

The Empty Tomb Means a Living Lord 
The body of Jesus did not decay. Peter declared: 

Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you 
of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and 
buried, and his sepulcher is with us unto this day. 
Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that 
God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the 
fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would 
raise up Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing 
this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, 
that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh 
did see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised 
up, whereof we all are witnesses (Acts 2:29-32). 

Jesus is the "Prince of Life." He "abolished death, 
and brought life and immortality to light through the 
Gospel.'' "He is able also to save them to the utter

. most that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth 
to make intercession for them" (Heb. 7 :25). 

The Empty Tomb Is a Message of Hope 
If the resurrection is not historic fact, then the 
power of death remains unbroken, and with it the 
effect of sin; and the significance of Christ's 
death remains uncertified, and accordingly be
lievers are yet in their sins, precisely where they 
were before they heard of Jesus' name (Evidence 
That Demands a Verdict, Vol. 1, p. 188). 

It was a glorious occasion on the first day of the 
week when the earth trembled, and the angel de
scended to roll away the stone that sealed the grave. 
Women were told, "He is not here, for He has risen, 
even as he said .... He is risen from the dead" (Matt 
28:6-7). The same joy erupts in our hearts that the 
empty tomb brought to the hearts of those who flfSt 
heard the announcement that he is alive forevermore. 
Jesus says, "I am the first and the last, and the living 
one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for ever
more, and I have the keys of death and of Hades." 

2997 Overbrook Ct. 
Memphis, TN 38128 
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Potpourri. .......... . 
Our readers continue to express admiration for 

the Firm Foundation. Here are a few quotes: 
"Just wanted to say we appreciate the Firm 

Foundation more and more all the time, and your sup
port of sound doctrine .... Am sending money for re
newal and for one other subscription. We enjoy ev
ery issue of the Firm Foundation. My grandparents 
and great-grandparents also enjoyed the paper. My 
grandparents saved them and re-read them and shared 
them with others .... We love the Firm Foundation and 
pray continually it will hold the course .... I am amazed 
at the outrageous error one sees promulgated among 
our preaching brethren .... Please send the Firm Foun
dation to my four children and their families. I think 
it should be in every home in the brotherhood. . .. 
Thank you and the other brothers and sisters in Christ 
for your hard work and an outstanding publication .... 
May God bless and strengthen you and your staff that 
you may open eyes to dangers in the church." 

Thank you; thank you; thank you. We enjoy hear
ing from our readers and are grateful for encouraging 
words. We print some of the comments on the grounds 
that we should "let another man praise thee, and not 
thine own mouth; A stranger, and not thine own lips." 
Ed Howe said, "A modest man is usually admired -
if people ever hear of him." 
Announcement 

0 The Bridge Street Church of Christ, 1139 
Bridge Street, New Martinsville, Virginia, announces 
its 48th Annual Ohio Valley Lecblreship, August 9-12, 
1993. The keynote speakers are Bert Thompson and 
Wendell Winkler. 
News Releases 

0 A new Gospel magazine, The Voice ofTruth In
ternational, is being launched. J.C. Choate of Winona, 
Mississippi is the editor-in-chief, and Byron Nichols is 
the managing editor. The magazine, to be published 
quarterly, is intended to teach the lost and strengthen 
Christians. It will be distributed free in Eastern Europe, 
India, and other countries. The magazine is available 
in the United States for a contribution of $12.00 per 
year, or $4.00 per issue. Order from: Byron Nichols, 
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2148 National, Springfield, MO 65803. Good luck! 
0 Guy and Bobby Dickinson left February 26 for 

Kiev, Ukraine. They will be teaching in the Kiev Bible 
Institute during the month of April. The Kiev Bible 
Institute is open to Christians in the former Soviet 
Union. 
ACU News Release 

0 The board of trustees of Abilene Christian Uni-

!;!~~~~~:=;~~: __ ._:_ •. :.·.•.:_:_.··· __ ,:_,_ .. -_._ •. ~.~:'.1.1\l_ •. ;. 

governing body of the university. The recent 
appointment includes three women and one man: "·::~· -~ 

=·R£visited ·;~,-;, 
0 It is bizarre that the religious world seems to 

think that psychologists possess some kind of myste~ -
rious power to cure the human soul. William Kirk . 
Kilpatrick in his book, Psychological Seduction, the 
Failure of Modem Psychology, says that psychology _. ·1 

and Christianity are competing faiths. If the all-suffi- :-:~: ·1 

cient Bible cannot supply the soul's needs, psycho!-· ' ·I 
ogy doesn't stand a chance. Still, in many places the . ~

1 church is charmed into supposing the psychologist can 
do what the Bible cannot accomplish. Some seem to ] 
think that psychology possesses a secret that can heal 
problems the Bible cannot touch. Psychology is a voo-.- :;'~, -
doo science that cannot be explained or understood,~iT:· .. · 
but that claims a covert force to make the human per:.:· 
sonality whole. It is basically a denial that "evecy · 
Scripture inspired of God" can make the "man of .. .,.,;;-,·:·.''I'F'i-1'}! 

complete" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Somehow, humans 
fer to believe that our psyche needs the touch of 
human philosophy instead of clear instruction 
above. What the Bible lacks, psychology provides, 
a mistaken notion. 

0 The Wall Street Journal, Wednesday, Fe 
24, 1993, reported: 

Judges who are trying to decide whether crimi
nals will be violent if freed are almost better off 
flippi~g a coin than listening to mental-health 
specialists. . .. A study by three 



University of Pittsburgh psychology professors, 
shows that psychiatrists, social workers and other 
mental-health specialists were wrong 47 percent 
of the time when they warned that a mental pa
tient would commit violence in the next six 
months. The specialists were wrong 64 percent 
of the time when they said a patient wouldn't 
be violent at all in the same time 
period. 

0 The Oshkosh Northwestern, Friday, December 4, 
1992, says: 

The links between health and faith keep accu
mulating. Two new studies add to evidence that 
religious belief and practice somehow contrib
ute to physical vigor. ... It was reported that 
twice more 'nonpracticing' than 'practicing' 
subjects reported health problems. 

,Confaxion 
G The Houston Chronicle, Saturday, January 30, 

·. 1993, reports, 
A new confession box, to be unveiled at Italy's 
annual church fair in Vincenza in May, will 

\ ·, challenge traditional doctrine by providing busy 
t.: 
·I· people the option of confessing the sins of lust, 
J,: greed and omission - by fax machine. 

. Makes about as much sense as some of the sug-
.. gestions offered by our brothers for replacing the tried 

and the true, which they call the traditional, with novel 
_ and silly notions. Hmmmmmm! 

Holy Spirit Nonsense 
0 A couple of new songs have come to our atten

tion. The lyrics, if it is right to call them lyrics, of one 
song goes: 

Spirit of God we worship in our hearts; in our 
lives we honor you Holy Spirit of God; We wor
ship you in our prayers; in our songs we honor 
you. Lord hear us, Holy Spirit. We open our 
hearts, your spirit within us, Holy Spirit within 
us, Holy Spirit of the living God. Holy Spirit, 
Lord, we honor you. 

This poem(?) was written by Steve Burch in 1991. 
. \fl+~A:::..,.&.u •• other "song" reads: 

On bended knee, I come, with a broken heart I 
come bowing down before your holy throne. As 
I look upon your face, show your mercy and your · 
grace, change my life 0 Holy Spirit; make me 
fresh and ever new; make my life a holy sacri
fice to you. 

This one was written by Robert Gay .These new 
i:~t,:t·E~:Bontl!s are being pushed by a band of youth ministers. 

\''"'"'·141
Apt> need to be on the alert. This fad· of attempting 

replace Christ with Holy Spirit worship is oblivi-

ous to Jesus' statement about the Holy Spirit, ''He shall 
glorify me: for he shall take of mine, and shall declare 
it unto you" (John 16:14). The function of the Spirit 
is to glorify Jesus -not himself. These misguided 
Holy-Spirit-worshipping youth ministers show an 
abysmal lack of knowledge and understanding. 
Makes Sense to Me 

0 John Coyne says that we are making a lot of 
changes to accommodate people who will never be 
satisfied, and when we're through with the changes, 
we won't like what we have, but won't be able to go 
back. He's right, and it scares me. Hmmmmm! 
Art? 

0 An art exhibit earlier this year at the Harvard 
Divinity School featured works made out of condoms. 

'The idea is to move away from the embarrassed, 
selective, secretive, forbidden kind of association to 
making condoms acceptable," artist Karen Norberg 
told the Associated Press. 

Richard V alantasis, acting director of ministerial 
studies at the school, opened the exhibit, "Sacred Con
doms," with a service dedicated to AIDS victims. 

The show featured condoms covered with beads, 
fur, yam, leather, feathers, and bracelet channs. There 
were also condoms filled with honey, alphabet soup, 
a baby's sneaker, tiny models of the earth, and sun
flower seeds. 

"This is serious art," Norberg said. 
Anyone can analyze the rather unimaginative 

metaphors intended here: save the Earth, Mother Na
ture, and blah blah blah. Serious art? "Sacred Con
doms"? At the Harvard Divinity School? (Source: 
Human Events, March 6, 1993). Hmmmmmm! 
Parents Finally Won One 

0 At a meeting of the New York City Board of 
Education the school contract of Schools Chancellor 
Joseph Fernandez - he of the lubricated latex device 
and Heather's multiple mommies- expired. By a 4-
3 vote the board declined to renew his contract 

In February 1991, Fernandez began distributing 
condoms to the city's 250,000 high school students 
without parental consent Fourth and fifth graders were 
instructed in the mechanics of anal and oral inter
course. Fourth-grade students were given guidance 
from representatives of Act-Up and the Gay Men's 
Health Crisis. 

0 Lest we get too smug over the ouster of 
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Fernandez, it is well to recall Bill Clinton has given 
us a surgeon general who is an avid prophylactic pros
elytizer and a secretary of health and human services 
who sponsored gay and lesbian dances as chancellor 
of the University of Wisconsin. 

0 New York Assemblywoman Deborah Glick, a 
militant lesbian, sets forth the agenda: "Parents them
selves have tremendous prejudice and bigotry that have 
been passed on for generations .... We must provide a 
counterbalance to what kids are learning at home." 
Animal Rights Religion 

0 At the 1990 North American Conference on Re
ligion and Ecology, Michael W. Fox, director of 'The 
Center for Respect for Life and the Environment" at 
the Humane Society for the United States (HSUS), 
said that mankind must abandon ''the male, monothe
istic religion of reason" and return to the "religious 
traditions of earlier times, which linked humanity to 
the animal kingdom through the Earth-mother, the 
matrix -creatrix .... Gaia, Pan, Diana." 

If that seems a little extreme to you, brace your
self. Some animal rights groups make even Fox blush. 

"When People for the Ethical Treatment of Ani
mals (PET A) ran an advertisement equating parents 
who feed their children meat with the confessed mass 
murderer Jeffrey Dahmer (and equating his victims 
with cattle), even Fox himself was forced to admit that 
PETA is a "cult." Hmmmmmm! 
Herbert London 

0 London says, according to Human Events, Feb_. 
ruary 27, 1993, "It must be shown that sexual promis
cuity, abetted by condom distribution in the schools, 
will translate into an enormous public expense. 

''It must be shown that sodomy comes with risks, 
not only for consenting homosexuals, but for those of 
us who naively assume homosexuals only want to be 
left alone. 

"It must be shown that malicious rock lyrics and 
perverse film and television scripts affect young 
minds, sometimes leading to malicious and perverse 
acts for which the rest of society pays." 

G George Bernard Shaw said, ''Taking from Pe
ter to pay Paul always meets with the approval of 
Paul." 
Cal Thomas Reports 

0 In New York City for $20 domestic partners re
ceive what they have long sought - a degree of soci-
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etal approval for what used to be known as "living in 
sin," before sin died off, like an extinct species. 

At the New York Municipal Court Building 109 
couples showed up to register as "domestic partners." 
A new city law grants many rights previously reserved 
to heterosexual married couples to people of the same 
or opposite sex who want to live together without, as 
they used to say, ''benefit of clergy." 

''This law fulfills a goal first outlined in 1970 at a 
homosexual convention in Philadelphia. Delegates 
called for 'the abolition of the nuclear family because 
it perpetuates the false categories of homosexuality 
and heterosexuality.' A lesbian worship demanded the 
'destruction of the nuclear family,' which the state- ;.:·i 

ment called a 'microcosm of the fascist state.' _·_~\ 
"At a 1972 meeting of the National Coalition of -i 

Gay Organizations in Chicago, participants demanded 
the 'repeal of all legislative provisions that restrict sex 
or number of persons entering into a marriage unit; , _ 
and the extension of legal benefits of all person who _('~.:~ 

cohabit regardless of sex or numbers." Hmmmmmm! ·: 
Baylor University ., 

0 According to United Press, Baylor University 
regents have voted against allowing nude modeling in 
an art class after school administrators and Baptist of
ficials were swamped by phone calls from opponents. 

The regents voted unanimously Friday not to add 
the nude figure drawing class, said Mike Bishop, 
the school's vice-president for communications. 
Homosexual Report 

0 The Los Angeles and New York chapters of the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation .:.,,::;: 
(GLAAD) have announced the recipients of their 1993 :::~;-? 
media awards for enlightening portrayals of gays in ·,:_, ,_. ,·_ 
film, TV, and recordings and accurate coverage by 
news media Among the winners: Rosanne, for includ- .. · 
ing gay characters in its show; outstanding song, "We : . 
Shall Be Free" by Garth Brooks, which calls for~_.-. · 
dom ''to love anyone we choose." Brooks is a mem~, . , · 
her of Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (P: · . 
FLAG) (Taken from USA Today, Jan. 27, 1993). 

0 The Conservative Chronicle reports: ~&&"'""l~ _, 

many statements he has made on the highly -·· ... -P"O--.

subject (gays in the military) in recent days, -a.u.·-
said he agrees that "improper conduct should 
in severance," and that "people should be able to 
that they are homosexual- and do nothing else 



without being severed." Is that a plea for celibacy? I 
don't think anyone in the homosexual rights movement 
has ever agreed to that ... "Sexual promiscuity is one 
of the most striking, distinguishing features of gay life 
in America," write Silverstein and White in 1977's The 
Joy of Gay Sex. The authors also say that homosexu
als represent hedonism in its most extreme form. One
night stands and brief flings, they say, offer constant 
excitement and variety. 

D Again from the Conservative Chronicle, Jeffrey 
Hart says, 'The new secretary of the U. S. Department 
of Health and Human Services asserts that homosexu
ality is just another lifestyle, and in that she is certainly 
in tune with university culture." Hart continues, "Yet 
from the beginning of human history every culture we 
know of has frowned on homosexual practice." 

0 The American Spectator says, "My guess is that 
there are actually many homosexuals who recognize the 
idiocy of allowing homosexuality in the barracks." 

0 Canada's homosexual civil rights law governing 
radio and television broadcasts prevents the unambigu
ous moral declarations and partisan political opinions 
by broadcasters, whether public or private. IT, for in
stance, a religious broadcaster wanted to expound doc
trines condemning homosexuality, he would be re
quired to provide equal time for a representative of 
the sodomite lobby or decline to address the subject. 
(The New American, Nov. 16, 1992). H legislation to 
grant special priviledges to homosexuals is passed 
(amendment to 1964 Civil Rights Law to include sexual 
orientation), the same thing will happen in America 

~ 

Thoughts on The Core Gospel 
By Steve Miller 

, . Abilene Christian University Press has rendered 
the liberals another service by publishing a book 
entitled, The Core Gospel. The author, Bill 

Love, is the preacher for the Bering Drive church in 
Houston, Texas. The Bering Drive church has encour
aged a greater role for women in the church (See The 
Spiritual Sword, Vol. 22, Number 2, January 1991, p. 
2). Now their preacher is telling us that many preach
ers in the past did not preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
This article is intended to give some thoughts from a 

';.::~ · . ·young Gospel preacher's standpoint. 
:.:~,.C:. In the first part of the book, brother Love attempts 
;";:;g:::'· .. to show us what the "core Gospel" really is in the New 
f'':t·::; . '!festament Then his goal is to compare what his study 
K:'>''· ''.' f!·l{.:> 1tas found, with 20 Gospel preachers of the past. He 
>f~~-: ~srepresents Alexander Campbell, Barton W. Stone, 
·,~~· ;Walter Scott, Benjamin Franklin, J.L. Sewell, T.W. 
'~t~~:; !Jirents, T.B. Larimore, W.D. Frazee, J.S. Sweeney, 
i~}f:,~:w. McGarvey. E.M. Borden, A.G. Freed, J.D. Tant, 
~i~·:;t ,RC. White, N.B. Hardeman, G.C. Brewer, F.L. Cox, 
~fj!f, t~G. Thomas, F.E. Dennis, and Foy Wallace, Jr. 
~~;;<,.~.. Part 2 reveals his association with the church. His 
r,.~~f· ~nnino~ogy seems~ r:flect that in his e~es the Lor~' s 
~!J'J.,:::~lmrch 1s a denormnation. "I was born tnto a fanuly 
· ,· ;,;··:·:t~~hich was second generation in the Church of Christ. 
~·;;~;· ·-

~J~{~J 
• f~"l:· . .•. :~ 

The Church of Christ is where I met Jesus Christ. ... 
Consequently, my affection for the Church of Christ is 
enonnous .... The Church of Christ is my family" (pp. 
107-1 08). He continues with "Church of Christ preach
ers" and (p. 193) "Church of Christ preaching" (p. 200). 

He reveals one of his purposes for the book on 
page 109. "For diagnostic purposes, let us hold our tra
dition up to the New Testament to see how well we 
have proclaimed the core Gospel." He goes on by say
ing, "What we are asking is a very specific question: 
Did the church hear from the pulpit the core Gospel of 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and 
the word of the cross 'as of frrst importance'?" 

Brother Love's research, in his own words is that 
"I have restricted my study almost exclusively to books 
of sennons" (p. 11 0). From my point of view it seems 
unfair to judge whether a person preached the cross by 
only smdying a handful of his sennons. For example, the 
first two preachers he examines, Barton W. Stone and 
Alexander Campbell, have few sermons in print. 
Brother Love tells us how he tested Stone and Camp
bell. "We examine frrst their backgrounds, then their 
writings including their extended debate on the atone
ment, but then their preaching from the reports and 
manuscripts which remain" (p. 111). He concluded that 
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Barton W. Stone "mentioned the core Gospel in eighty
two percent of his sermons" (p. 121). Only 11 sermons 
of Stone's were examined! As for Alexander Camp
bell, brother Love came up with 26 sermons of this 
Restoration leader from Bethany and concluded that he 
"mentioned the cross in 13 of 26 sermons and lectures 
or 50 percent of the time" (p. 127). 

Please tell me why anyone would want to judge a 
Gospel preacher by only a handful of sermons? Even 
if a person had every sermon a preacher ever preached 
in writing or on tape, he still would not be justified in 
judging whether a person preached the cross or not! 
Brother Love has put on trial and harshly judged 20 
Gospel preachers and has taken the liberty to reach the 
verdict himself. You remember the verse that justifies 
this, '1 charge thee, therefore, before Bill Love and the 
Bering Drive Church, who shall judge the deceased 
Gospel preachers by their own measuring stick" (2 
Liberal4:1). · 

Hone were set on finding fault with Restoration 
preachers, would he not at least give them a fair treat
ment by examining everything possible that was avail
able? In research one generally does not take just a part 
of material or evidence and ignore the context. Still, 
brother Love picks and chooses part of the material 
available for some of the preachers he critiques. 

For example, brother Love takes just one volume 
of brother Fred Dennis' sermons. What is wrong with 
that? Brother Dennis published three volumes of ser
mons. Why did brother Love not examine the other 
two? His research and purpose is poor scholarship! 

Brother Love is disrespectful at times to these sol
diers of the cross. Concerning brother Dennis, he 
wrote, "He especially wanted to prove that salvation 
was only in the church. So much so that the church is 
presented as the place of salvation rather than 
Golgotha" (p. 229). Brother Love, are not the saved 
added to the church by the Lord (Acts 2:47)? Is Paul 
wrong when he says, ''Then cometh the end, when he 
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all 
authority and power'' (1 Cor. 15:24)? How sad to con
clude through your eyes that "the cross was barely vis
ible, certainly not center stage" (p. 230)! 

The last preacher put on the witness stand was 
brother Foy E. Wallace, Jr. This time brother Love 
chose just one volume, The Gospelfor Today. The 
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author states, "We should mark that, for Wallace, 
preaching the Gospel meant preaching baptism. He 
gave 'preaching Jesus' no other content" (p. 213). 

His final slam to brother Wallace states, "In W al
lace we see the church preached as the core Gospel. 
Acts 2, the establishment of the church was the key 
event and hub of the Bible, not the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus. That which was 'of first impor
tance' to Paul was not of first importance to Wallace" 
(p. 238). 

It is interesting to note that brother Love did not 
give any mention of a book entitled, Number One Gos
pel Sermons by brother Wallace. H brother Love had 
examined this book, he might not have written ''the loss 
of the cross from our preaching is most obvious in the 
sermons of Foy Wallace" (p. 238). Some sennons in 
this volume include, ''The Word of the Cross," ''The 
Resurrection Gospel," and "The Story That Never 
Grows Old." I'm sure that brother Love's statistics 
would have been different had he read this volume. 

What is the pwpose in attempting to discredit faith- · 
ful Gospel preachers of the past? Could one reason be 
to tum young preachers away from reading and study
ing the sennons of soldiers who took the "sword of the · 
spirit" and proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 
Could it be that their preaching the "whole counsel of 
God" is too offensive to many like Bill Love? Are · · -
faithful Gospel preachers bashed because many today 
are trying to cover up that they preached the New Tes
tament is our pattern? Brethren, there is no good reason 
to play judge and criticize the work of faithful seiVants 
of God who are no longer living! 

Many benefits we have today as preachers can be · 
traced to the work of men who preached in brush ar-· · 
bors, in fields, in one-room schools, in rented storei . · 
rooms. Some of these men walked miles to preach th~. : 
Gospel and received nothing but handshakes and sum~ 
mer produce. They went without luxuries and ·nn•~n-.>;)i~ 
times necessities, to preach the Gospel. 

The Core Gospel is a terrible evaluation of the 
preachers mentioned earlier. It is simply unfair! 
should be thankful that we will be judged by.· . 
righteous judge and not some poor researcher 
does not consider all the facts! 



Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

The life of Jeroboam contains 
valuable lessons for members of 
the church, but especially for 

preachers. He earned for himself the 
description of a man of evil repute: 
"Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who 
made Israel to sin" (1 Kings 22:52). 

This statement is repeated more than 20 times. "Jero
boam drove Israel from following Jehovah, and made 
them sin a great sin" (2 Kings 17:21). 

After Solomon's death, Rehoboam, his son, was 
made king. Ten of the tribes revolted and made Jero
boam their king. Only the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and 
the priestly tribe of Levi remained loyal to the house of 
David. The young king, Jeroboam, was afraid that if he 
permitted the people to continue to go to Jerusalem to 
worship according to God's divine pattern, they would 
be won back to Rehoboam. 

He set up a mongrel religion of his own, adminis
tered by priests of his own choosing. He set up two 
golden calves as shrines for worship. One was at Dan, in 
the far north, and the other at Bethel, in the south. He 
also built a temple at each of the two cities where the calf 
images were built Too, he ordained "a feast in the eighth 
month, on the fifteenth day of the month" as a substitute 
for the Feast of Tabernacles, "like unto the feast that" 
was in Judah (1 Kings 12:32). Jeroboam made "priests 
from among all the people that were not of the sons of 
Levi" (1 Kings 12:31). "He offered upon the altar which 
he had made ... even in the month which he had devised 
of his own heart" (1 Kings 12:33). The entire system of 
the ceremonies and the services was of his own devising 
but with similarities to true worship. 

Then Jeroboam said to the people, "It is too much 
for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, 0 Israel, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt" ( 1 
Kings 11 :28). The idea he wished to give to his subjects 
was that he was adapting the old worship to a new state 
of things. In effect he said, ''These calves are gods, and 
they are nearer home and easier of access, so stay here 
and worship. It does not make any difference." But God 

said it was sin and that he led Israel to sin. 
(1) He chose his own places of worship in places 

God had not chosen (1 Kings 11:36). Jerusalem was the 
place of God's choice (Duet 12: 11, 14 ). There were the 
temple, the altar, the priests; there all Israel were to keep 
the feasts and bring their sacrifices. Jeroboam dissuaded 
them from going up to Jerusalem. 

(2) Jeroboam chose his own objects of worship. By 
creating his idols, he violated the second conunand
ment of the Decalogue (Ex. 20:4). Did he think that 
God would overlook his golden calves? 

(3) Jeroboam chose his own times of worship. He 
devised new festivals to rival those at Jerusalem. He 
claimed this was for the people's convenience. Was 
there ever a heretic who did not have plenty of argu
ments of why people need not obey the Lord's will? 

( 4) Jeroboam chose his own manner of worship. He 
began a new priestly order as a substitute for the 
Levitical order. Always, one error leads to others. The 
Lord ordained that priests be of the sons of Levi (Num. 
3: 1 0). Jeroboam made priests of the lowest of the 
people who were not of the tribe of Levi. 

True religion was replaced with rites and ceremo
nies of human appointment. Jeroboam drew the people 
away to a false system of his own devising. This led to 
a division in the nation. Disobedience to God's plan 
always causes division. 10 tribes went with Jeroboam. 

After Jeroboam's reign of22 years, each succeed
ing king followed his policy. The sins of idolatry spread 
through all classes of people until the kingdom oflsrael 
was overthrown and the people carried into Assyria. 

"Whatsoever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning" (Rom. 15:4). God today must 
be worshipped according to his Word (Matt 15:9; John 
4:24; 2 John 9-11). How sad it will be in the day of 
judgment for preachers who have led people astray 
(Matt. 15: 14; 18:6; Jas. 3: 1). Let us learn from the sin
ful life of Jeroboam that it is important to worship God 
"as it is written in the Scriptures." 1814 Santa Cruz 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

~ 
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DIRECTORY 
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TRAVEUNG? 
VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

The yearly rates for advertising in this section are: 
$90.00 for 3 lines; $120.00 for 4 lines; $150.00 
for S lines: $180.00 for 6 lines; $210.00 for 7 
lines: $240.00 for 8 lines. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving Fr. W AINWR.IGHr and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

CALIFORNIA 
PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

SAN BERNADINO-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022or Marvin Morrow, 
minister, 883-5232. 

-----
TWENTYNINEP ALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or friends. 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M., Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. -----

eentral 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. · · 

COLORADO 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

ORLANDO-PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelist. 855-
5651 or 855-1326. -----
ORLANDO-WINTER PARK-SOUTH 
SEMJNIOLE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 5410 Lake 
Howell Rd, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Brad Poe, minister. (407) 657-0657. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHI5-KNIGHr ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 P.M., Wed 7 P.M. (901) 
363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-{)617, 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, 1N., between exits 
98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of Nashville. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Roy 
McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-
0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 
SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun.10, 11 A.M., 6 CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., Denton, 76201. (817) 387-
P.M. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton. evangelist 3531. Sun 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

GEORGIA HOUSTON-FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 15935 K.aty Frwy, Houston, 77094. (713) 

ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed 7:30P.M .. 
4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299- Tom Bright, evangelist. 
1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles inside ~-----
1-285) HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 

1245 Karla St., Hurst, 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 
BYRON-3 mi. from exit46offl-75. Son Hwy49 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Bill Clayton, 
(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper Eddie Whitten. preachers. 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7 P.M. Call ------
(912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

MICIDGAN 
HARRISON-FIR STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Preaching the whole counsel of God. 
Mark Turok, minister (517) 539-5561. 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke SL, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., 
Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
St., Sun. 9:00, 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., Wed 7 P.M. 
(417) 334-3866, 334-3757. 

MONTANA 

KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd, Tomball, 77377. (713)-351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed. 7:30P.M. H. A. 
(Buster) Dobbs, preacher. ------
LIVINGSTON-1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 ··. 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn cast. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed 7:30P.M. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. ------
RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, Richwood, 
77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

SAN ANTONIO-SHENANDOAH CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 11026 Wurzbach ·Road. San Antonio, · 
78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M. Wed. 7:~0 P.M., Terry J. Hightower, preacher~ 

VIRGINIA CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 
~~ciictory Way. Sun.l0, 11• A.M., Wed 7 p.M., 824- MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250: ~.\.(~ 

1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, U 
Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. A.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) METRO-DENVER AREA 

ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 

382-7837. ' 
NORTH CAROLINA 

CHRISTIANSBURG-EASTSIDE CHURCH OF 
ROCKY MOUNT-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1040 CHRIST, 135 Church St., Christiansburg,~· 
Hill SL Sun. 10, 11 A.M .• 6 P.M., Wed 7:30P.M. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M~ Wed 7:30 P.M. --·-·-·· ···"·'""' 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF (919) 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. Lavender, minister. 703-382-7777. 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wed 7:00P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. 

OHIO MAX MEADOWs-FI'. CHIS~ CHURCH 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows. 

FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson ~mile S.I-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. 
GAINESVILLE-39TH. A VB CHURCH OF AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann M. 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. evangelist. 703-637-4244:703-223-1787. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed 
7:30P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. WYOMING 
JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETI'CHURCH OF GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. SHERIDAN-NORTHSIDE CHURCH 
CHRIST. 5223 WesconnettBlvd. (904)771-5075 or Main St., Hwy.14 (POBox 625)29652. Sun. tO, 11 CHRIST, 555 N.Main at Second St., Sheridan. 
771-2646.Sun. 9,10A.M •• 6P.M., Wed 7:30P.M. A.M., 6P.M. Wed 7 P.M. OscarP. Craft. minister. 9,10A.M.,6P.M. Wed 7P.M.CharlesPledge 
Wallace Maxwell, 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 

30 June 1993 
Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
SHENANDOAH LECTURESHIP BOOKS: 1993-
Denominationalism vs the Bible-$18.SO; 199.2-
Biblical Ethics-$20.50; 1991-Rightly Dividing the 
Word: Special Hermeneutics-$16.SO; 1988-
The Current Digression-$8.00-all postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church of Christ. 11026 Wurzbacb Rd., 
San Antonio, TX 78230-2504 or (.210} 696-SS3.2. 
multiple orders sent & billed. (For reprint of 1990 
RD'IW: General Hermeneutics. contact National 
Christian Press.} 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Finn Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classi
fied and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month or publication. 
Ads must be cancelled by the first or the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

TilE PREACHER'S EXCHANGE BBS. Computer 
bulletin board for Gospel preachers/Christians. (703) 
773-3060,7 daysl24hrs.l4.4k/960012400/1.200/300 
bps. 8,N,l. PREACHERS WANTED 

Evangelist sought: SrDan. debt-free congregation 
needs energetic. motivated, family man with experi
ence, committed to building positive relationships. 
Husband and wife resumes (and video if available} 
requested with transcripts and professional\personal 
recommendations. Salary, benefits and start date ne
gotiable. House and utilities provided. Please reply 
as soon as possible to: Parkvicw Church of Christ. 
Att.: Jim Scott. P.O. Box 1083, Warren, MI 48090. 

Wanted: Couple or family, mission-minded. who 
would like to relocate to northern Wisconsin to help 
evangelize and start a church. Must have support or 
be able to work out. Can help with some support and 
moving expenses. For infonnation call (715) 474-3471 
or write to R. Howard, W9272 Hobbles Creek Rd., 
Catawba, WI 54515 

Experienced Gospel minister for so. GA congrega
tion. Good speaking ability, sound, enthusiastic, not 
afraid to preach the truth. We are a friendly growing 
congregation. We support mission work in three for
eign countries and several stateside. Send resume, 
picture, and tape if possible to Morris Copeland, Rt. 
.2 Box 462, Valdosta. GA 31601. 912-SS9-S370 

The church in Three Forks, MT needs a preacher 
for a growing congregation and a growing commu
nity. The church started in this community in Aug. 
1990 with 12 people at our first meeting. Now aver
age 30-3S. There are 1400 people in the community. 
:Want preacher who is dedicated to the Lord's work, 
that will reach out into the community and teach. 

.·: ::.· :Three Forks is located at headwaters of Missouri 
:·J~·.-:- ~ver. Good hunting and fishing and a beautiful 

1

1 

~D'_; ~Contact: Bud Alexander (406} 285-3649, Jim 
t.:.\:{< }Vard (406) 28S-3667. Or write: Church of Christ. 
r·:z?:·. r.o. Box 1066, Three Forks, MT S9752. 

Ji)· :PREACHERS AVAILABLE 
~~~~(( -:---------------
·'}f::: · Preacher available after June IS. Graduate of Sunset 
£,':~:' ~hool of Preaching 1975. 51 years of age. Worked 
:~t1;{ ·~Wisconsin and Winois congregations 1974-1983; 
;~~}'.·\Vith present congregation since 1983. Have served 
·:·i+.r~· With present congregation as elder. Would prefer upper 
,~i&f. Midwest but will serve in other areas. Contact: Joe D. 
:~~t#::·Mitchell (806} 435-3064. 
r':~<-----------------
Ffft·~~. :Support needed. Medical student. 1970 graduate of 
1\ii~~;,.~ Road School of Preaching, is planning medical 

:~;~~.:·.·.:·.~.;;' .. ~ .. ' J:nission work upon completion of training. Needs 
l~i·f;;· · COngregation who will work with him now and in 
· ~?r,:Y~.tibssion work. Contact Mike Walborn, Box 612, 
~~;~~·----\ %·~1;~-t~CUWia, OR 974S4. 
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FOR SALE 
MISCELLANEOUS 

STUDENT? MOVING TO A'ILANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale--an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404} 299-147S. 

TilE "BASIC BmLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An e:asy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten· 
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville. MD .208S1 

BASIC BmLE: CHRIST AND IDS CHURCH 
by Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection 
of thousands of Scripture references, each 
summarized and organized under hundreds of 
logically-arranged subject areas. Includes over 2,000 
interesting, important discussion-stimulating 
questions. This extremely clear and easy guide to 
the Bible is a must for . every Christian • s 
library. It is ideal for Bible classes for all ages and 
for cottage evangelistic studies focused on the 
simplicity and power of New Testament 
Christianity. Order by sending Sll.SO to Theo
Med Publishers. Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. Home school newsletter. Free sample issues: THE 

HOME TRAIN. Rt 6, Box SOlO, Pell City, AL 
RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 3S125-9267. Annual retreat. Oct. 11-15,1993. 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 1S9 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340 Wanted: Used 8' and 10' church pews in good 

condition. Please contact Northeast Church of Christ. 
Pews, new & used. stained glass windows, 1:800: P.O. Box 8S. Hurst. TX 760S3. 
343-0143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 

SUBSCRIBE TO REPROVE. A publication devoted 
to "bringing to light" many of the current 
brotherhood issues. Send $4.00 to REPROVE, P.O. 
Box 155, Red Oak, TX 7SIS4 

Written debate with Primitive Baptists. We didn't 
know how fatal this doctrine is until our respondents 
put it on paper. One of our respondents wrote, "God 
saves the elect even in unbelief." Another wrote, 
"God saves whom he saves without their knowledge 
or consent." This book refutes these errors. 
Paperback, 150 pages, $3.00 ppd. J. L. Davidson, 
62 Bert Brown Road, Conroe, TX 77302. 

Create stronger families and churches. Sponsor a 
Christian sexuality workshop to prepare parents and 
Bible teachers to teach children and youth. Presented 
by grandparents with more than 30 years of ministry 
among churches of Christ. Outstanding spiritual, 
personal, academic, and professional qualifications. 
Write or call for additional information. Ed and Jane 
Coates. Judge Ely Family HealthCare Counselors, S60 
North Judge Ely Boulevard, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
(91S) 672-4419. 

Free used song books-1977 ed. Songs of the 
Church. Contact by letter: Fleetwood Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 218511, Houston, TX 77218. 

Firm Foundation Bible Con-espondence Course 
Sixteen Bible Lessons Written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 
2. The Old Testament and the New 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 
6. The Life of Christ 
7. The Two Covenants 
8. The Establishment of the Church 

9. First Christian Converts 
10. How the Church Grew 
11. The Conversion of Saul 
12. The rli'Sl Gentile Converts 
13. Justification by Faith 
14. By Grace Are You Saved 
IS. Religious Authority 
16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each - $2.40 per set- plus shipping 
Answer sheets included free upon request. 

Send no money. We wiU biU you. 
Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

800-572-3619 
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> Two-Year Program 
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> Applications Now Being Accepted 
> Call or Write for Application 
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Why the Battle Is Not Fought 

By Gil Yoder 

Time was when faithful men judiciously exposed 
error. Many potentially devastating problems 
were averted or contained. At the least, the 

church knew about the threat. 
Things have changed. Debate and showdown have 

stopped, and in the name of"charity," brethren have 
ceased to show concern for doctrinal purity. As a re

. sUft, errors seem unimpor:taJ1t, and the church is in dan
ger of being swallowed by total digression. 

Why do we no longer confront those who oppose 
the truth of God? (Some defy those who teach error, 
but generally brethren have laid down their arms.) 
Consider a few possible reasons for our feebleness: 

Apathy. Some brethren fail to combat error be
cause they feel that doctrinal differences are not all 
that important, and God will overlook heresy in the 
final judgment. This was not the attitude of the early 
preachers of the Gospel. Paul reminded the Ephesian 
elders: 

For I know this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not spar
ing the flock. Also of you own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them. Therefore watch, and re
member, that by the space of three years I ceased 
not to warn every one night and day with tears 
(Acts 20:29-31 ). 

Notice the frequency and concern with which Paul 
warned them- day and night with tears. 

Fear. The weak-hearted are scared to confronter
ror, fearing what others will say. It is a sad day when 
Gospel preachers dread truthful preaching because of 
what others may think. It also shows that some have 
more desire to be pleased than to hear the truth: ''For 
the time will come when they will not endure the sound 
doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to them
selves teachers after their own lusts" (2 Tim. 4:3). Fear 
may cause eternal separation from God (Rev. 21 :8). 

Ignorance. Some hide behind an apron of igno
rance; they know problems exist generally, but they 
purposely avoid specific knowledge to justify inaction. 
Their unawareness will not excuse them. Paul's com
mand to the elders of Ephesus to "watch" means "give 
strict attention to, cautious, active: to take heed lest 
through remissness and indolence some destructive 
calamity suddenly overtake one" (Thayer, p. 122). We 
have an obligation to know about problems, to watch! 

Doubt. Some doubt their own beliefs; their knowl
edge of God's Word is so shaky they cannot say with 
any confidence that what they teach is true. So when 
it comes to false doctrine, they cannot know what is 
false. Some claim to kn.ow with absolute certainty that 
one cannot know anything with absolute certainty! 
While this may appear as humility, in reality it attacks 
the ability of God to make his willlmown. Paul wrote, 
"By revelation [God] made kn.own unto me the mys
tery; (as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, when 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Doing Righteousness 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

S 
orne complain against what they call a 
"works-salvation." We are forcefully told 
that human deeds have nothing to do with 

being begotten of God. Rubel Shelly is the lead
ing spokesman among our brethren for the idea 
that faith without works has redemptive power. 
Shelly wrote: 

Arbeit macht freil In English [those words] 
mean ' work liberates' or 'work sets you free.' It is a grotesque 
lie .... How many people do we know who live by the same lie 
in their spiritual lives! Sensing their lostness and insufficiency, 
they have set about to be saved. They have put their hope in 
obeying enough 'essential' commandments, attending enough 
of the ' required' assemblies, and developing enough of 
the 'necessary' Christian virtues to go to heaven . ... ' Duty' is 
the key noun in their theological vocabulary; 'obey' is the 
operative verb .... 

It is a scandalous and outrageous lie to teach that salvation 
arises from human activity of any sort. We do not contribute one 
whit to our salvation. Arbeit machtfrei! is the falsehood against 
which both Romans and Galatians protest. ... 

Anyone who tries to come to God by good works will miss 
the kingdom altogether. (The Second Incarnation, by Rubel 
Shelly and Randall J. Harris, pp. 206-207.) 

The New Testament says quite a lot about works and salvation. 
It speaks of how the works of Jesus proved his acceptance with the 
heavenly Father; of how his disciples would do greater works than 
he did and be justified by their works; of how God's final judg
ment will be based on what humans do - and fail to do. Let us 
survey the teaching of the New Covenant on human activity and 
salvation. 

Jesus' Works 
"They were astonished and said, Whence hath this man this 

wisdom and these mighty works?" (Matt. 13:54). 

"The multitude began to ... praise God .. . for all the mighty 
works which they had seen" (Luke 19:37). 

"My Father worketh until now, and I wor/C' (John 5: 17). 

"The works which the Father hath given me to accomplish, the 
very works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent 
me" (John 5:36). 



"We must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day; 
the night cometh when no man can wor/C' (John 9:4). 

"The works that I do in my Father's name, these bear witness 
ofme" (John 10:25). 

"If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. But If I do 
them, though you believe me not, believe the works: that ye may 
understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father'' (John 10:38). 

"Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or 
else believe me for the very works' sake" (John 14:11). 

"If I had not done among them the works which none other did, 
they had not sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me 
and my Father'' (John 15:24). 

"I glorified thee on the earth, having accomplished the work 
which thou hast given me to do" (John 17:4). 

"Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God unto you by mighty works and wonders and signs 
which God did by him in the midst of you, even as ye yourselves 
also know" (Acts 2:22) 

The Disciples' Works 

"Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 5: 16). 

"But he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that his works 
may be made manifest, that they have been wrought in God" (John 
3:21). 

"What must we do, that we may work the works of God? Jesus 
answered and said unto them, This is the work of God that ye be
lieve on him whom he hath sent" (John 6:28-29). 

"He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; 
and greater works than these shall he do, because I go unto the Fa
ther'' (John 14:12). 

''Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha; ... 
this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did" 
(Acts 9:36). 

''But in every nation he that feareth God and worketh righteous
ness, is acceptable to him" (Acts 10:35). 

"The Holy Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them" (Acts.13:2). 

"Committed to the grace of God for the work'' (Acts 14:26). 
"Declared ... that they should repent and turn to God, doing 

works worthy of repentance" (Acts 26:20). 
"Each man's work shall be made manifest. ... If any man's work 

shall abide ... he shall receive a reward" (1 Cor. 3:13-14). 
"But glory and honor and peace to every man that worketh 

good" (Rom. 2: 1 0). 
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"Always abounding in the work of the Lord, for
asmuch aS ye know that your labor is not in vain in 
the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). 

"Timothy ... worketh the work of the Lord" (1 
Cor. 16: 1 0). 

"That ye ... may abound unto every good work (2 
Cor. 9:8). 

"Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought 
among you in all patience, by signs and wonders and 
mighty works" (2 Cor. 12: 12). 

"Let us work that which is good toward all men" 
(Gal. 6:10). 

"For we are his worlananship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that 
we should walk in them" (Eph. 2: 1 0). 

"Work out your own salvation with fear and trem
bling" (Phil. 2: 12). 

"For it is God who worketh in you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure" (Phil. 2: 13). 

"To walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
bearing fruit in every good work" (Col. 1:1 0). 

"That our God may ... fulfill every desire of good
ness and every work of faith" (1 Thess. 1: 11 ). 

"Comfort your hearts and establish them in every 
good work and word" (2 Thess. 2: 17). 

"Remembering ... your work of faith and labor of 
love" (1 Tim. 1 :3). 

"(Which becometh women professing godliness) 
through good works" ( 1 Tim. 2: 1 0). 

"Well reported of for good works ... if she hath 
diligently followed every good worlt' (1 Tim. 5: I 0). 

"In like manner also there are good works that are 
evident" (1 Tim. 5:25). 

"That they be rich in good works" ( 1 Tim. 6: 18). 
"A vessel unto honor ... meet for the Master's use, 

prepared unto every good worlt' (2 Tim. 2:21 ). 
"That the man of God may be complete, furnished 

unto every good worlt' (2 Tim. 3: 17). 
"Do the work of an evangelist" (2 Tim. 4:5). 
"In all things show thyself an ensample of good 

works" (Titus 2:7). 
"That he might ... purify unto himself a people for 

his own possession, zealous of good works" (Titus 
2:14). 
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"Be ready unto every good worlt' (Titus 3:1). 
"To the end that they who have believed in God 

may be careful to maintain good works" (Titus 3:8). 
"And let our people also learn to maintain good 

works" (Titus 3: 14). 
"For God is not unrighteous to forget your worlf' 

(Heb. 6:10). 
"And let us consider one another to provoke unto 

love and good works" (He b. 1 0:24). 
''What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he 

hath faith and he have not works? Can that faith save 
him? ... Even so faith if it have not works, is dead in 
itself. ... I by my works will show my faith .... Faith 
apart from works is barren .... Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works? ... By works is faith made 
perfect. ... By works a man is justified ... Faith apart 
from works is dead" (James 2:14, 17-18,20-24, 26). 

"Being not a hearer that forgetteth but a doer that 
worketh, this man shall be blessed in his doing" 
(James 1:25). 

"Thou doest a faithful worlt' (3 John 1 :5). 
"They may by your good works, which they be

hold, glorify God in the day of visitation" (1 Pet 2:12). 
"I know thy works" (Rev. 2:2, 19; 3:8, 15) 
"Repent and do thy first works, or else I come to 

thee, and will remove thy candlestick" (Rev 2:5). 
Works and the Final Judgment 

"Who shall render unto every man according to 
his works" (Rom. 2:6). 

"I will give unto each one of you according to 
your works" (Rev. 2:23). 

"They may rest from their labors; for their works 
follow with them" (Rev. 14:13). 

"And I saw the dead, the great and the small, 
standing before the throne; and books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of the things which 
were written in the books, according to their works. 
And the sea gave up the dead that were in it; and death 
and Hades gave up the dead that were in them: and 
they were judged every man according to their worki' 
(Rev. 20: 12-13). 

"Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with 
me, to render to each man according as his work is" 
(Rev. 22:12). 



Works That Save 
The word of God tells us that Jesus was approved 

of God by the works which he did. Jesus told his dis
ciples they would glorify God by doing greater works. 
The greater works would be offering to the world, in 
the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, not the po
tentiality and promise of full forgiveness, but the re
ality of it. 

The saints in the beginning of the Gospel were 
commanded to be careful to maintain good works. 

All men, good and bad, will be judged by their 
works. 

Do not let anyone deceive you into thinking that 
works have nothing to do with salvation. The New 
Testament Scriptures emphatically teach a works
salvation. 

Works That Do Not Save 
Still, Paul says that salvation is "not of works" 

(Eph. 2:9) and "by the works of the law shall no flesh 
be justified (Rom. 3 :20) and "a man is justified by 
faith apart from the works of the law" (Rom. 3:28) 
and ''knowing that a man is not justified by the works 
of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we 
believed on Christ Jesus, that we might be justified 
by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the law: 
because by the works of the law shall no flesh be jus
tified" (Gal. 2:16). "For as many as are of the works 
of the law are under a curse" (Gal. 3: I 0). 

Here is the paradox: Works save, and works do 
not save. We either have a glaring contradiction or 
there are different works. When we do righteousness, 
we are begotten of God (1 John 2:29). To do righ
teousness is to work righteousness. To work righteous
ness is to be begotten of God and born again. How, 
then, can it be said that we are not saved by works? 
Answer: Works of righteousness (what we do in obe
dience to God's commands) save us; all other works 
are powerless to make us right with God. Here are 
some works that cannot save: 

The works of the law mentioned in Romans 3:27 by 
which the writer means the flawless keeping of the 
moral law, which began at creation and extends to 
eternity. 

The works of the Mosaic Law by which we mean 
the law given at Mount Sinai and abrogated at the 
cross. 

The works of human law by which we mean all 
human legislation. We have all kinds of man-made 
laws and, though we must obey civil law, if it does 
not conflict with the laws of God, it cannot save us. 
Neither can we concoct a plan of eternal redemp
tion- crawl over broken glass and jagged rocks or 
swing from the ends of poles by hooks through the 
back or say 400 "Hail Marys," or any other scheme 
of human origin. It is vain to teach for the doctrine of 
God the commandments of men. 

Conclusion 
The works of the moral law cannot save because 

all sin and fall short of the glory of God. The works 
of the Mosaic Law cannot save because that code did 
not provide for complete forgiveness of all sin. The 
works of human law cannot save because man can
not save himself. 

The works of righteousness save because God has 
given a New Covenant and put his "laws into their 
mind, and on their hearts also" they are written: "For I 
will be merciful to their iniquities, And their sins will 
I remember no more" (Heb. 8:10, 12).11815 Doubletree 
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Why the Battle Is Not 
Fought 
(continued from page 1) 

ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ)'' (Eph. 3 :3-4). 

Slothfulness. Some brethren may simply be too 
lazy to fight the battles in which the church is engaged 
To these the Lord will say in the end, "Thou wicked 
and slothful servant ... Cast ye the unprofitable ser
vant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth" (Matt. 25:26, 30). 

Covetousness. Some in the family of God refuse 
to confront false teachers because they fear a loss of 
income if they should do so. They think that to speak 
out against wrong teaching where they are employed 
would be the end of them. Their silence is inexcus
able. They are just as guilty as those who actively 
teach error. ''For they that are such serve not our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but their own belly" (Rom 16: 18). Paul 
commands us to withdraw from those who suppose 
that godliness is merely a way of gain (I Tim. 6:5). 

If ever there was a time when the church needed 
valiant soldiers of the cross to take up the panoply of 
God against evil, now is such a time. We must over
come our inhibitions and take into our hands "the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God" (Eph. 
6: 17). "Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and 
of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dis
mayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whither
soever thou goest" (Josh. 1 :9). "Finally, be strong in 
the Lord, and in the strength of his might." 

West Visalia Church of Christ 
4400 West Tulare Ave. 

Visalia, CA 93277 

(Editor's note: When the saints of God knew what 
they believed and why they believed it, they did not 
hesitate for a moment to tell all others about it, and 
the church was strong. The key to church growth is 
for the members to be possessed of a powerful con
viction and, therefore, to say, "We cannot but speak 
what we know to be true. 11 If this brings persecution, 
then let us rejoice "to be counted worthy to suffer dis
honor for the Name II- Dobbs.) Fp 
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THE SECOND ANNUAL 
TRUTH FOR THE WORLD MISSION FORUM 

August 27-29, 1993 

Knight Arnold Church of Chr·ist 

4400 Knight Arnold Road • i\ll·mphis, TN JSIIS 

(90 I) .16.1-.1.130 

Friday, August 27 

7:00 p.m ..... Congregational Singing 
Led by Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 

7:30 p.m. .... "Bringing in the Sheaves" 
B. J. Barr 

Saturday, August 28 

9:00 a.m. .... "Bringing in the Sheaves in Ghana" 
Ted Wheeler 

10:00 a.m. . ... "Bringing in the Sheaves in Russia" 
BUiy Bland and David Jones 

11 :00 a.m. .. .. "Bringing in the Sheaves in Thailand" 
Dorsey Traw 

12:00 p.m ..... Lunch served by the Knight Arnold ladies 

1 :00 p.m ..... Panel Discussion 
Bllly Bland, Dorsey Traw, 
B. J. Barr, Ted Wheeler 

5:00 p.m ..... Mission Appreciation Dinner 
Honoring Ed and Lina Crookshank 

for 30 years of service in Zambia and the South Pacific 
John Hall and Keith Besson - Speakers 

7:00 p.m ..... Congregational Singing 
Led by Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 

7:30 p.m ..... "Bringing in the Sheaves in the South Pacific" 
Ed Crookshank 

Sunday, August 29 

9:30 a.m. . ... "Harvesters of the Past" 
Rod Rutherford 

10:30 a.m ..... "Bringing in the Sheaves in China" 
John Grubb 

6:00 p.m ..... "Bringing in the Sheaves Using the Media" 
Jim Dearman 



PackofLies 4 
"lflt Is Legal, It Is Morally Right" 

By Lindell Mitchell 

· After Hitler's defeat his henclunen were tried for 
their crimes in Nuremberg. A dispute arose 
concerning which laws the accused were to be 

tried under. Hitler's men argued that they had not bro
ken any laws. They noted that their actions were done 
within the protection of the German legal system They 
could not be charged with murder, because personhood 
had been defined to exclude Jews and other minori
ties who were viewed as obstructing the advancement 
of the Third Reich. They were simply following the 
laws made by the government and enforced by the 
courts of their day. 

How is a dispute between conflicting legal stan
dards resolved? Robert H. Jackson, chief counsel for 
the United States in the Nuremberg trials, was forced 
to appeal to moral standards transcending the lifestyles 
of a particular society. In effect he contended that there 
was "a law beyond the law" that stood in judgment of 
the arbitrary, constantly changing opinions of men. 

Jackson was close to tapping into the theistic view 
of law passed to the American colonies through 
Samuel Rutherford's book, Lex Rex, written in 1644. 
Rutherford's book attacked the notion of the divine 
right of kings, arguing that even princes should be sub
ject to the law. He appealed to the fact that God's law 
transcends and supersedes all the edicts of men and 
that not even the King was above it. 

The Pilgrims came to this country with definite 
ideas about God, law, and politics. They understood 
that belief in God was necessary for any society to re
main free. When they signed the Mayflower Compact 
on November 11, 1620, they pledged in the name of 
God and for his glory to advance the Christian faith. 

Later when the Declaration of Independence and, 
subsequently, the Constitution were produced, 
the founding fathers emphasized their faith in 
God. Even the deist, Benjamin Franklin, gave this 
famous acknowledgment of God's sovereignty in the 
affairs of men: 

We have been assured, sir, in the sacred writ
ings, that 'except the Lord build the house, they 
labor in vain that build it.' I finnly believe this; 
and I also believe that without his concurring aid 
we shall succeed in this political building no 
better than the builders of Babel. 

You can debate whether the foWtding fathers were 
Christians. However, there was a consensus of belief 
in God. Without doubt the new republic was built on 
this fowtdation. This belief profoWtdly influenced their 
view of law. Since man was responsible to God, there 
were absolute standards by which moral judgments 
could be measured. 

Powerful forces have substantially eroded the in
fluence of Christianity in America. First came evolu
tion. If life began by a chance combination of atoms 
in a distant "warm pond," man would have no obli
gation to God. Evolutionary theory was ultimately 
applied to law. In 1870 Christopher Langdell, dean of 
Harvard School of Law, began to argue that evolu
tionary principles must be applied to the written opin
ion of judges. The inescapable conclusion was that 
law was not what the constitution said it was, but what 
the judge said it was. There was no longer an objec
tive base; the absolutes evaporated along with the al
leged death of God. 

When Justice Holmes said that laws are merely 
''beliefs that have triwnphed and no more," he ech
oed this new understanding of law. He also said, 
"Truth is the majority vote of that nation that could 
lick all the others." The evolutionary view of law di
minishes man's dignity and makes the idea of arbi
trarily taking his life feasible. 

Christian influence was also weakened by the in
troduction of liberal theology. The Bible was stripped 
of its miraculous elements and viewed as one book 
among many. "Scholars" no longer believed that we 
possessed an objective revelation of the mind of God 

These changes dramatically influenced the way 
law was viewed. Man no longer had "inalienable" 
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rights derived from his Creator. Man was free to make 
up his own laws as the situation dictated. Thus, in 
1963 the Supreme Cmut outlawed corporate prayer in 
public schools. The court also declared it constitutional 
to teach evolutionism and ignore creationism. Aca
demic pursuits were no longer free. Teachers must 
present the official state doctrine or be fired for dab
bling in religion. 

law. In short, we must return to the Scriptures as the 
basis of law. 

The advantages are legion, but I will cite only one: 

In 1973 the Supreme Court, in an act of raw judi
cial arrogance, invalidated the abortion laws of 
50 states and, in effect, legalized abortion on demand. 
How could the Court conclude that a woman has a 
right to an abortion? Since such a right is not 
found in the Constitution, the Court made it up. Re
member, the Constitution says whatever the judges say 
it says. 

This would provide an objective standard by which 
men and societies could be evaluated and corrected. 
Why should ethnic minorities receive equal protec
tion under the law? Not because of current social val
ues, but because God has "made from one (blood) ev
ery nation of mankind to live on all the face of the 
earth" (Acts 17:26). Human worth and dignity are thus 
established on the cornerstone of''higher law." 

We must choose our supreme good. Either it will 
be the courts with their baseless laws dictated by the 
pressures of the moment, or it will be the Almighty 
Lawgiver to whom we must all give account (2 Cor. 
5: I 0). Since we must have a god, let us choose God. 

Christians must challenge the lie that whatever is 
legal is morally right. We must point to "the law above 
the law" and save our nation from arbitrary, baseless 

P.O. Box411 
Livingston, TX 77351 
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Northwest Firm Foundation LectureshiP 

August 5-8, 1993 
ThursdaY. Aullust 5 

7:00 p.m .............................................. "The Deity of Christ" ........................................................ David Brown 
8:00 p.m .............................................. "The Birth of Christ• ......................................................... Eddie Whitten 

FridaY. AUl!USf 6 
10:00 a.m . .. ............................. .............. "The Humanity of Christ" ................................................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
11 :00 a.m .............................................. "The Doctrine of Christ" ................................................... Joe Gilmore 

2:00 p.m .............................................. "The Death of Christ" ....................................................... Allen Robertson 
3:00 p.m .............................................. "The Resurrection of Chrisr ........................... .. ............... Noah Hackworth 

7:00 p.m .............................................. "The Second Coming of Chrisr ...................................... Charles Pledge 
8:00 p.m .............................................. "The Priesthood of Chrisr ............................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

SaturdaY. Aullust 1 
10:00 a.m . .. ............... .. ................ .......... "The Forgiveness of Chrlsr .. .. ......................................... Bob Hawkins 
11 :00 a.m .............................................. "The Compassion of Christ" ......................................... ... Eddie Whitten 

2:00 p.m .............................................. "The Church of Chrisr ..................................................... David Brown 
3:00 p.m .............................................. "The Love of Chrisr ......................................................... Jerry Martin 

7:00 p.m . .. ........................................... "The Judgment of Chrisr .................................. .............. Allen Robertson 
8:00 p.m . ............................................. "The Last Testament of Chrisr ....................................... Curtis Cates 

SundaY. Aullust 8 
10:00 a.m . .................. .. ......................... "The Beatitudes" ...... .. .. .................................................... Eldon Lewis 
11 :00 a.m .............................................. "The Temptation of Chrisr .............................................. Curtis Cates 

2:00 p.m .............................................. "The Personal Ministry of Chrisr .................... .. .. ............ Gene Bench 
3:00 p.m . ............................................. "The Baptism of Christ" ................................................... Darl Farris 

7:00 p.m .............................................. "The Authority of Chrisr .................................................. Charles Pledge 
8:00 p.m . ............................................. "The Reign of Chrisr ....................................................... Perry Cotham 
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The Second Reformation, Really? 
By John M. Brown 

''God and Women: A Second Reformation 
Sweeps Christianity" (Time, Nov. 23, 
1992). The article on pages 52-58, entitled 

"The Second Reformation," is a report on what is cur
rently underway in several major Protestant denomi
nations regarding the role of women. All quotes that 
follow are from the article. 

Not since King Henry VIII broke with the pa
pacy 458 years ago has the nonnally decorous 
Church of England known such passion as it did 
last week, when it swept away by a margin of 
two votes the rule that only men may serve as 
Anglican priests {p. 53). 

According to the report, the Church of England 
(known in the U.S. as the Episcopal Church) is em
broiled in controversy over the role of women. Divi
sion is threatened. Already in the United States the 
Episcopal Church has ordained three women bishops, 
and so temperatures rise! 

Note the reason the Anglican Church will allow 
women priests. They do not say, "We have examined 
the Scriptures and find this is as it ought to be." 
Rather, in a close election (a margin of only two votes) 
the old prohibition was "swept away." From where, 
then, comes doctrine and practice? Not from the Scrip
tures but from politicking to see which "side" can get 
the most votes. One astute Episcopal lady, saying she 
would leave in protest, makes this observation: 

I have become more and more disillusioned with 
the Church of England Its doctrine is doubt, its 
creed is compromise, and its purpose appears to 
be ... politics. This was just the last straw {p. 53). 

If religion, doctrine, and practice, are no more sub
stantial than what can be "voted in" or "voted out," 
as the wind blows, then honesty would demand a 
change in the words of the song, "How Finn a Foun
dation." 

Biblically, of course, there is no firm foundation 
for the Church of England (nor any other human de
nomination) to begin with. Structures built on sand are 
destined to collapse! 

The story continues that certain Roman Catholic 

prelates are watching the developments in Angli
canism wondering what the future may hold for them: 

Just as interested are the American Catholic bish
ops gathering in Washington. For nine years they 
have tried to produce a coherent document on 
women to straddle the demands of conservatives 
in Rome and of feminists in the U.S. (p.53). 

It is almost with amusement that we watch this 
evolution. For nine years, the bishops have been en
gaged in formulating a statement that will appease 
both sides. What politics! Did they consider follow
ing a document that dealt with these matters nearly 
2,000 years ago? Regarding the manuscript the bish
ops are creating, the reporter asserts, 

The document has been diluted so thoroughly 
that reformers hope that the hierarchy will throw 
it out and start all over (p. 53). 

Now that sounds like a great idea! A further sug
gestion: why not throw out all the creeds, manuals, 
theories, opinions, disciplines, and traditions of men, 
and just take the Bible, and it alone, as the only au
thority in religion? It is a matter of authority: the tide 
of popular opinion vs. biblical instruction. 

Once the authority of God, speaking through the 
Scriptures, is undermined, all else is being considered: 

Then there are issues that go beyond ordination. 
.... Words to prayers and hynms, cherished since 
childhood, are changing. Denominations that 
once would not tolerate divorced ministers now 
find themselves debating whether to accept 
avowed lesbian ones. Feminist theologians are 
searching for new ways of conceiving God him
self- or herself- as Mother, Wisdom, 
Sophia, Goddess (p. 54). 

Whew! Can you believe it? You've cotne a long 
way, baby!(?)! 

The Church of England, the Episcopal Church, the 
Catholics, various Baptist groups, and others have had 
a vitriolic debate, dissension, and division over the role 
of women in the church. 

Great pressure has been, and is being, put on vari
ous denominational leaders to change practices and 
adjust doctrines to fit various feminist groups. 11tus, 
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it becomes not a matter of"the faith" but whatever is 
popular, or desired, at any particular moment in time. 
Whichever side has greater political ability and ann
twisting skill can alter the pmctices to their own ends. 
One lady, who was a Catholic nun but wanted to "do 
more," decided to leave her Catholic vocation and 
become a Methodist minister. The article reports that 
she misses her Catholicism, but to be a minister was 
''her dream." So, her recourse was to find the "church 
of her choice" that would adapt to her wishes. Is the 
doctrine of Christ that unstable? 

Some are saying that the Bible is chauvinistic; Paul 
is a woman-hater; the church simply reflects the anti
feminist attitudes of earlier cultures. To modernize, the 
church must rid itself of any archaic female prohibi
tion. Even the Pope, considered a Catholic tradition
alist, has attempted to oblige, according to the article: 

Examining Genesis, the Pope blames Adam and 
Eve equally for original sin, and says the famous 
curse 'your husband ... shall rule over you' is not 
God's will but evidence ofhwnanity's fall into 
the sinful state. The Pope also declares that in 
maniage husbands and wives must be in equal 
submission to each other (p. 58). 

In the same modern theology, God must not be 
male ("Father''); there must be no differences made 
between the sexes. There must be no restrictions 
placed upon women in their public role in the church. 
What does the Bible say? 

In 1 Timothy 2:11-15, Paul writes: 
Let the woman learn in silence with all subjec
tion. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to 
usurp authority over the man, but to be in si
lence. For Adam was first fonned, then Eve. And 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 
deceived was in the transgression. Notwithstand
ing she shall be saved in childbearing, if they 
continue in faith and charity and holiness with 
sobriety. 

Let us note first what Paul prohibits. The woman 
is not to teach nor exercise authority over the man but 
to learn in silence with subjection. Silence is from the 
Greek word, hesuchia, meaning "quiet, tranquil" 
(Thayer) or "causing no disturbance, quiet, peaceable" 
(Vine's). Subjection is from the Greek word, 
hupotage, meaning "to arrange under ... to subject 
oneself' (Thayer). The woman is not to teach nor have 
authority over the man. 

God's instruction regarding leadership is: Woman 
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is not to have the authority over the man in the realm 
of the church or the home, for that matter (Eph. 5). 

Notice the reason for the prohibition (Gen. 3:1-
19). To the woman God said, "I will greatly multiply 
thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy hus
band, and he shall rule over thee" (Gen. 3:16). 

Because of sin, God placed a curse upon the ser
pent, the man, and the woman. The woman would not 
be the leader in God's spiritual arrangement. In what 
Paul says about the woman's not taking the leader
ship in the church, he appeals not to culture but to the 
Garden of Eden- all the way back to the beginning. 

We properly understand that the guilt of sin can
not be passed from one genemtion to the next; sin is 
not inherited. That is Calvinism and is as false as can 
be. An innocent party can experience the conse
quences of sin. Suppose that I murder you. Do you 
bear the guilt of my action, that is, are you guilty of 
murder? Of course not! But, would you bear any of 
the consequences of my action? You would be dead! 

No man today bears the guilt of Adam's sin. For 
consequences, we must labor for our living and die 
physically, because of Adam's sin (Gen. 3:17-19; 1 
Cor. 15:22). For consequences, ladies, God says there 
will be pain in child-bearing, and your husband shall 
rule over you (Gen. 3: 16). It is a curse because of sin. 

Notice again: Paul's prohibitions have not a thing 
on earth to do with superiority, spirituality, or culture. 
He goes back to Adam and Eve and speaks of the 
transgression. Regarding 1 Timothy 2: 12 and 1 
Corinthians 14:34, the article from which we have 
been quoting reports, 

A sizable body of (Protestant) leaders hold that 
the conunands were not universal, but related to 
specific first-century situations (p. 55). · 

Wrong! Paul appeals not to culture nor tradition, 
but to God's order because of his curse on human
kind! It is God's arrangement, not Paul's culture or 
Moses'. 

A reverent understanding of, and respect for, the 
Scriptures will forever keep godly women from as
swning authority over men in God's sacred order. We 
will never have problems over this matter in the Lord's 
church as long as we follow Jehovah's standard. 

P.O. Box871 
Flatwoods, KY 411 F; 



Shall We Change? 
By Robert C. Veil, Jr. 

We live in a world of drastic change. World 
events frequently call to mind the instability 
of human matters. Within our own land, so

ciety is on the move, continually changing culturally, 
linguistically, technologically, and morally. There is 
a tendency toward change, an inclination that pen
etrates the church. 

Change itself is neither good nor bad but is neu
tral. As far as his nature is concerned, God changes 
not (Mal. 3:6). Yet, God has changed his mind in 
given situations depending upon the actions of men. 

Today in the church, there are many calls for 
change. There is pressure to make changes in a vari
ety of areas. Should we heed the call and make 
changes? The answer to this question depends upon 
the nature of the activity sought to be changed. 

Things in the Church 
. That Should Not Be Changed 

God's pattern for the church is supreme and cannot 
be changed. Paul says that God's people are his heri
tage in Christ (Eph. 1: 11 ), and the church is the body 
of Christ (Eph. 1 :22-23). We can no more change the 
fundamental nature of the church than we can change 
Christ. The pattern remains true, whether we come to 
know and follow it or not (2 Tim. 2: 11-13; 1 Tim. 2:4). 

One thing in the church which should not be 
changed is the insistence upon biblical authority for 
all we do in religion. "And whatsoeverye do, in word 
or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col. 
3: 17). This requires speaking and acting in the man
ner authorized by the Word of the Lord (Heb. 1:1-2; 
1 Pet. 4:11). Surely, there is no light for those who 
"speak not according to this word" (lsa. 8:20). 

Change for change's sake is distressing and un
necessary in the Lord's church. We must avoid the 
pitfall of seeking a change, simply and solely because 
a thing has always been done a certain way. It is a 
distasteful fonn of arrogance to deny a practice merely 
because our fathers did it that way. Does any thought
ful person really believe that we stand upon the pin-

nacle and know everything better than our ancestors? 
This breed of thinking is directly opposed to the prin
ciples of the Gospel. Contrary to a lot of modem 
thought, it is no sign of maturity to look askance at 
the views and practices of our predecessors. The prac
tice of doing so is an over reaction to the equally im
proper habit of blindly accepting a position simply 
because ''we've always done it that way." 

There is nothing wrong with traditions per se. Paul 
commanded the Corinthians to hold fast the ''tradi
tions" as he had delivered them (1 Cor. II :2). Tradi
tions which must be rejected are those which are (I) 
after men, and (2) not after Christ (Col. 2:8). Some 
traditions "after men" are perfectly proper, because 
they are also "after Christ." That is, they violate no 
principle or teaching of the Gospel. For example, it is 
traditional in most congregations publicly to offer an 
invitation, giving members of the audience an oppor
tunity to obey the Gospel. Most churches also rein
force the invitation with a song designed to encour
age those ready to respond. This tradition shows the 
concern the congregation has for reaching the lost. It 
reminds the members of their responsibilities in this 
regard, and it emphasizes the urgency of coming to 
Christ. When properly conducted, the invitation and 
invitation song have proven highly effective. It is a 
tradition that should not be abandoned merely for the 
sake of change or simply because it is traditional. 

We must not change our unmistakable emphasis 
upon evangelism. Churches do not exist only to serve 
their members. The mission of the church is to seek 
and save the lost. Some congregations are making less 
progress in converting the community because they 
have lost sight of this fundamental mission. Growing 
churches have evangelistic pulpits, evangelistic 
classes, and evangelistic members. The worship ser
vice is more than a celebration for the saved; it is an 
invitation to the lost (Acts 16:25). 

Another thing that should not be changed is teach
ing against sin in view of a pending Judgment Day. 
We need to be reminded that sin is serious and that 
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sin will keep people from being saved. It is too easy 
to shove this reality from our minds as we go about 
our daily affairs. Preachers need to be encouraged to 
take a stand against sin (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Things in the Church 
That Should Be Changed 

Since members of the church are hwnans, it is pos
sible for them to err and require change. Just as some 
changes can be bad, some are good and even required. 
For example, religious practices and vocabulary for 
which there is no biblical authority should immedi
ately be changed. Like any change, this may come 
with difficulty. It is not easy to lay aside customs and 
traditions we have practiced for years. People do not 
lightly and effortlessly change their vocabulary- but 
that may be required as we mature in Christ. 

We should change traditions that are not scriptural 
and effective; however the attitude which insists upon 
a new way merely because the present practice is tra
ditional is arrogance and should be changed. 

Some congregations emphasize their own needs 
more than the needs of the lost; this practice of self
ishness should be changed. 

Another situation crying out for change is the con
fusion surrounding the idea of "negative preaching." 
Some well-meaning but misguided brethren have been 
so taken with the notion that negative preaching is 
improper that, through their objections, they have 
practically destroyed the effectiveness of preaching 
and teaching altogether. Biblical preaching is balanced. 
It is positive and negative. It exhorts, and it corrects 
(2 Tim. 4:2). It is not a placebo for the congregation; 
it may be hard medicine. Balanced teaching makes 
churches grow. This type of preaching warns, cries out 
in urgencyi and sternly rebukes if necessary. The bal
anced pre~cher is balanced whatever his audience. 
Brethren who are not supporting this kind of coura
geous preaching need immediately to change. 

As humans, we prefer stability. Change is distress
ing (Job ·10:17) and may be a sign of instability (Jer. 
2:36). Yet, we must be willing to change when God 
requires (Psa 55:19). By so doing, we abide with God, 
and we may sing with confidence, "Oh thou who 
changes not, abide with me!" Mainline Center, 

2 Public Square 
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Spiritual AIDS 
By Bill Lockwood 

Tony Evans, "pastor'' of the 2,500-member Oak 
Cliff Bible Fellowship in Dallas, was the chap
lain of the Dallas Cowboys football team dur

ing the Landry years. Currently he serves in his I Oth 
year as chaplain for the Daiias Mavericks basketbaii 
squad. In an interview with The Daily Oklahoman 
Evans reflected that "the church, which God designed 
to function as an immune system in society, has a case 
of 'spiritual AIDS.'" He continues: "The reason we 
are decaying as a culture is the immune system has 
shut down .... We can't fight back" (Jan. 1, 1993). 

How Evans would spell this out in detail I am not 
certain, but I do know that he is correct in his general 
assessment. The inward, ethical decay of our West
em culture is a reality agreed upon by most careful 
observers that I have read, Christian or not. Society 
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seems to be on a steep decline plunging into a morass 
of an immoral wasteland. 

One might think that the church of our Lord Jesus 
Christ would find it increasingly necessary to point out 
the Rock in this weary wilderness which alone issues 
forth living waters. But it seems otherwise. Rather, the 
church itself is being radically reshaped on various 
fronts by a troop of"chop-shoppers" who busy them
selves trying to re-cast our preaching so that it prima
rily addresses the social issues of the day. This 
bumper-brand of theology is known as the social gos
pel, the product of a union between socialism and 
modernism (James Bales, Modernism, Trojan Horse 
in the Church, pp. 88-89). Its unholy offspring would 
rather share self-esteem psychotherapy or goals on 
"liberating children from sexism" from the pulpit 



rather than upholding truth as it is in Jesus. 

Social Gospel 

Roots of the social gospel trace back to Walter 
Rauschenbusch. Rauschenbusch was an American 
Baptist minister from Rochester Theological Seminary 
who, on his way to Germany in 1891, visited England 
to discover more about the Fabian Socialists in which 
he had become interested. The Fabians, organized in 
1884, were an English socialist educational institution 
connected with the British Labor Party. They, of 
course, advocated socialism as an economic theory 
and despised American capitalism. George Bernard 
Shaw, Sidney Webb, and novelist H.G. Wells were 
some of the most prominent members. Rauschenbusch 
fonned a life-long friendship with Sidney Webb who, 
in tum, became his tutor of socialist agendas. 

Rauschenbusch is said to be the first man to 
"Christianize" and "evolutionize" socialism, which 
had been so violently revolutionary (James Bales, The 
Martin Luther King Story, pp. 37-38). His work in 
1907, Christianity and the Social Crisis, heavily in
fluenced such leaders as Harry Emerson Fosdick, 
Reinhold Niebuhr, and Martin Luther King, Jr. King 
read Rauschenbusch in 1948 and became fascinated 
with the "social gospel." At any rate, Rauschenbusch's 
ideas helped re-mold religion in America. 

In 1908 he participated in the founding of the Fed
eral Council of Churches. This hybrid later became 
one of the parent societies of the infamous National 
Council of Churches, which is more a voice for a one
world government than the propagation of the prin
ciples of the Prince of Peace. 

The Changing Pulpit 

The American pulpit, be it denominational or not, 
at one time was outspoken in defense of common de
cency. Not today. Howard Clinebell, the author of the 
text, Pastoral Care and Counseling, which I used at 
Harding Graduate University in Memphis, is a sample 
of why that is no longer the case. Clinebell insists upon 
non-judgmental preaching. Instead, the church should 
be baptized into one large "Lifelong Wholeness Cen
ter" (p. 209) by relieving the mental load of the guilty 
through "acceptance." Clinebell thinks demands to 
renounce sin with the traditional thunderclaps of 
Moses and Elijah is a misunderstanding of our role. 
Top priorities for this brand new breed of pioneer 

pedagogues range from "liberating children f~om 
society's sexism" (p. 293) and releasing women from 
bondage of a male-dominated world (p. 337) to 
sermonettes on the environment (p. 212). Awareness 
of the nuke arms-race (pp. 166-67), destigmatizing 
days (p. 276), and world hunger (p. 166) also should 
be in a clergyman's repertoire. One ofCiinebell's chief 
concerns is for us to recognize that the roles of male 
and female in the church are entirely a cultural model. 

Effect 

Unfortunately, this type of skewed thinking has 
gradually become coiled around not a few programs 
in the churches of Christ. Even now, as I write, the 
February 1993 Christian Chronicle, in an interview 
with Doug Foster, characterizes itself as middle-of-the 
road, while they, on a continual basis, favorably pro
mote and advertise purveyors of this devilish nonsense 
about the roles of men and women. Indeed! We must 
learn to mellow ourselves and meticulously avoid dog
matism on almost every innovation and issue. Of 
course, there is an exception here. If you need to boil 
over a little dogmatic irritation against those who op
pose this stinking mush, just go ahead. We conserva
tives just need to learn to shut up when we receive an 
edict from Abilene or Pepperdine professorships. The 
popular party prattle is that "traditional roles of men 
and women in the worship assembly are merely cul
tural." The right-wing radicals just must learn to be 
more sensitive! 

As congregations are being siphoned off into this 
newfangled faddishness, I think Tony Evans' words 
will haunt us. The disease is sin. The cure is the Gos
pel of Christ- unmixed with popular error. And, the 
Gospel, like it or not, makes just a few demands upon 
us, one of which is to renounce the way of the world. 
This theme will, in direct proportion to the consistency 
and fervency with which it is pressed, tum many away. 
It is not a message riddled with doses of ecology the
ology, equal rights for women agendas, or even a wor
ship designed to make every sinner "feel good" about 
himself. But without the strong doctrinal dose, our im
munity to malady is broken down. Spiritual AIDS. 
Protected from nothing. Accepting of everything. 

211 N. 5th 
Marlow, OK 73055 
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''On This Rock: I Will Build My Church" 
By J. E. Choate 

The above is the title of the address delivered by 
Dr. Royce Money, which opened the 1993 
Abilene Christian University Lectureship. The 

speech had the endorsement of the ACU board of 
trustees and was sent out to the ACU mailing list The 
speech addressed critical issues and challenges facing 
churches of Christ. Dr. Money said that he faced his 
task with a heavy burden on his heart. His primary 
purpose was to avoid fracturing, dividing and losing 
the vision that Christ intended for his people. 

The Christian Chronicle editorialized in the Janu
ary issue of 1993 that brethren have not in their life
time witnessed the kind and amount of turmoil now 
afflicting the churches. Some of our liberal.brethren 
appear to say, "If you can't fall in with us, then fall 
out with us!" What sickens this writer is that great 
crowd of Christians who sit in their pews and become 
pawns in the church games we play, as we wallow in 
our maudlin love for one another. 

The ACU board of trustees gave a blanket en-
dorsement to the address: 

The Board ofTrustees of Abilene Christian Uni
versity is dedicated to assuring that the univer
sity will always be true to the purpose for which 
it was established. Along with the administration, 
faculty, and staff, we pledge to preserve our heri
tage and uphold the ideals set forth by our pre
decessors. With God's guidance and blessing, 
Abilene Christian University will continue to 
succeed 

We are greatly encouraged that the ACU board of 
trustees will fulfill their pledge to pass on to 
future generations the time-honored heritage of the in
stitution. 

The College of the Bible "Board of Trustees" 

Historians are not clairvoyant. We should learn 
from history to avoid making mistakes of the past The 
Christian Churches and the College of the Bible were 
facing major problems in 1917. The outcome was a 
wrecked college, and the Christian Churches were 
thrown into a state of turmoil for the next 50 years. 
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A Lesson from the Past in Shorthand. The classic 
case of a college "take-over'' among the "Disciples" 
took place in the College of the Bible in 1917. On 
March 12, 1917, Benjamin F. Battenfield mailed out 
a circular letter to 300 Christian Church ministers and 
other Disciples. The letter charged that President Ri
chard Henry Crossfield and four of his faculty held 
advanced "critical views" (liberal theology identified 
with the Graf-Wellhausen Docwnentary Hypothesis 
and form and source criticism in the Old Testament 
and New Testament). E.E. Snoddy is alleged to have 
said that "I am a hard evolutionist." W.C. Bower was 
reported to have said that "Jehovah is the tribal God 
of the Jews." A.W. Fortune was quoted as saying that 
the ''New Testament writers were inspired, not their 
writings." The accused never denied the allegations. 

Lexington "Fire Stonn" 

The Christian Standard published on March 24, 
1917, the statement of H.L. Calhoun that "candor 
compels me to state that for more than a year, I have 
been fully convinced that 'destructive criticism' (lib
eral theology) was being taught in the College of the 
Bible." Throughout the spring and swnmer of 1917, 
a theological "fire storm" was ignited in the College 
of the Bible, the Christian Standard, and Christian
Evangelist. The Christian Standard during the sum
mer of 1917 and beyond headlined the controversy. 

On May I, 1917, the board of trustees went into 
the first of 15 executive sessions to get at the bottom 
of the whole matter. All parties were heard from, in
cluding administration, faculty, and students. The pro
ceedings reached a fever pitch. W.C. Bower threat
ened to resign under the pretext that he would not be 
a party to a ''heresy" trial. Calhoun had no choice but 
to resign. He left Lexington dejected and defeated. 

The last two sessions of the board were occupied 
in writing the final report. The board reported that the 
proceedings were not in any way a ''heresy'' trial. Fur
thennore, the board completely exonerated the accused 
faculty and found that their teachings were in 



harmony with the traditions of the Christian Church. 
The board found no student who said that his faith had 
been shaken by the instruction of the accused faculty. 

Any hope that this would be the end of the matter 
was dashed. The Christian Standard was turned into 
an open forum. Witness after witness was paraded 
through the pages of the journal. The allegations 
against the accused faculty were fully docwnented. All 
of this proved fruitless. The College of the Bible was 
lost to the church. The name of the College of the 
Bible today is the Lexington Theological Seminary, 
and it is as liberal as any seminary in the nation. (Read 
the Doran-Choate book, The Christian Scholar, for 
the complete story.) 

Questions Addressing Dr. Money's Speech 

Suddenly, seemingly out of nowhere, the problems 
facing the churches of Christ surfaced two years ago. 
Roots of the problems are easily traced to the 1960s. 
Some of our brethren trained in liberal schools of re
ligion began to infiltrate the Bible departments of our 
schools. Dr. Money does touch on the major "nerve 
endings," however, with a lack of specificity. In read
ing the speech, some questions jwnp out at the reader, 
begging for forthright answers. 

Selected questions: Who are the voices on the ex
treme right and left who are unduly influencing the 
brotherhood? Would I be included among them? The 
Gospel Advocate published four of my Restoration 
biographies, and I served as a staff writer under B.C. 
Goodpasture. What does Money mean when he says 
that unity must be forged from a diversity of beliefs 
that are beyond the core beliefs of Christianity? How 
would we go about separating the apostolic faith from 
apostolic traditions and customs? Is it suggested that 
there can be a limited level of fellowship with the de
nominational churches? How can we identify those 
who sow discord and strife among the brethren? How 
must they be marked, so we may know who they are? 

How may we define the role of women in the 
worship and work of the church? We are informed that 
the old hermeneutic is not all that good and that the 
new hermeneutic is not all that bad. Some scholars, 
in their Christian Scholar's Conference papers, gave 
the old hermeneutic low markings. Some brethren 
would tell us what the new hermeneutic is but neglect 
to set up their concept of a working model. The prob-

lem could be cleared up if the advocates of the new 
hermeneutic would define it. College presidents in 
providing leadership for their faculty should be more 
definitive than merely to say that the old hermeneutic 
is not all that good and the new hermeneutic is not all 
that bad. 

The Boards of Trustees 
of Our Christian Colleges 

If the trustees of our schools will study in detail 
what happened to the College of the Bible in 1917, 
they will get useful and crucial information attendant 
to their responsibilities. It is incwnbent upon the board 
of trustees to appoint administrators and faculty and 
to remove all who will not abide by the rules of the 
institution. From time to time, a brother will tell me 
of some problem, e.g., in the Bible teaching program 
of a school. He wants to know what he can do about 
it. My advice always is to go to a board member(s). 
His is a church and public trust, and he has the moral 
responsibility to listen. 

A Summary Appraisal 
The problems set forth in the speech are already 

being addressed, and no end is in sight. Only the tips 
of the problems have so far surfaced. We urge those 
who speak and write about "church renewal" to be 
precise and tell us what they have in mind. They are 
given too much to continual posturing and sweeping 
under the rug what they do not want us to see. We 
long for the time when the editors and writers of Wine
skins, The Second Incarnation, and The Church in 
Transition will mount their courage and tell us plainly 
exactly what they wish to change. These brethren are 
qualified to do this. We shall maintain eternal vigi
lance lest we lose our "freedom in Christ." 
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The Question of Inerrancy 
By John W McGarvey 

I believe it was Professor Briggs who first intro
duced the current use of the term inen-ancy in the 
controversy about the character of the original 

Scriptures. Ifhe did not, he at least has given it its chief 
conspicuity in recent discussions. It is well-known that 
no intelligent man claims inerrancy for the printed 
Bibles which we now use, whether in the translation 
or the original tongues. The question has never had 
reference to any other than the language of the inspired 
writers, as distinguished from the alterations and inter
polations which have been introduced by copyists and 
editors. In other words, it has reference to the auto
graphic writing of the authors of the books. Instead of 
meeting the question fairly, those gentlemen who are 
so fond of an errant Bible have taken a great deal of 
pains to obscure the real issue by throwing dust into 
the air. Professor Warfield of Princeton has an excel
lent article in The Independent of March 23, in which 
he scatters this dust, and lays bare the real issue in a 
most intelligible manner. We quote him: 

We have heard a vast deal of late of 'the first 
manuscripts of the Bible which no living man 
has ever seen,' of 'Scriptures that have disap
peared forever,' of 'original autographs which 
have vanished'; concerning the contents of 
which these controversialists are willing to de
clare, with the emphasis of italics, that they know 
nothing, that no man knows anything, and that 
they are perfectly contented with their ignorance. 
Now, again, if this were to be taken literally, it 
would amount to a strong asseveration that the 
Bible, as God gave it to men, is lost beyond re
covery; and that men are shut up, therefore, to 
the use of Bibles so hopelessly corrupted that it 
is impossible now to say what was in the origi
nal autographs and what was not! In proportion 
as we draw back from this contention- which 
is fortunately as absurd as it is extreme - in that 
proportion do we affirm that we have the auto
graphic text; that not only we, but all men, may 
see it if they will; and that God has not permit
ted the Bible to become so hopelessly corrupt 
that its restoration to its original text is impos
sible. As a matter of fact, the great body of the 
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~ible is, in its autographic text, in the worst cop
Ies of the original texts in circulation; practically 
the whole of it is in its autographic text in the 
best texts in circulation; and he who will may 
today read the autographic text in large stretches 
of Scriptures without legitimate doubt, and, in 
the New Testament at least, may know precisely 
at what rarely occurring points, and to what not 
very great extent, doubts as to the genuineness 
of the text are still possible. 

The professor might have added that this auto
graph, thus accurately presetved, and now in the hands 
of every reader of the corrected Greek text of the New 
Testament, is faithfully represented to the eye of ev
ery English reader in the renderings and marginal read
ings of the Revised Version. For while, as the textual 
critics make plain to us, seven-eighths of the words 
of the New Testament are now printed in the very 
fonn in which they came from the original penmen, 
and nine hundred ninety-nine thousandths of it abso
lutely so in meaning; and while we can put our finger 
on every word about which there remains any doubt; 
the marginal readings of the revised New Testament 
enable the reader who knows not a word of Greek to 
put his finger also on these words and to know that 
all the rest are precisely those of the autographs. It is 
,a most mischievous and deceptive device, therefore, 
originating from the heat of controversy, to speak of 
the autographic writing of the apostles as though it 
were lost to the world, never to be known again ex
cept by conjecture. Thank God, we have it in a purer 
fonn than our fathers had, even back to the early ages 
of the faith; and with this autographic writing in our 
hands, we stand before those who would criticize its 
representations, and say: "Gentlemen, show us an er
ror here which by a fair logical process can be cer
tainly charged to the inspired penmen, and we will 
concede that to this extent their inspiration failed to 
guard against error. You have not done so yet; for all 
the specifications which you have made fail of this 
essential condition." We would caution them also to 
remember that there is the breadth of the heavens be-



tween infinitesimal errors of detail in a very few in
stances, and such errors as they are constantly charg
ing upon the Scriptures, errors in which multitudes of 
facts, argwnents, and inferences in every part of the 
Bible are discredited at the good pleasure of every 
opinionated critic. The former would be a puzzle wor
thy of profound consideration and an earnest effort at 

solution; but the latter makes the Bible iess reliable 
as a record of facts than Macaulay's History of En
gland or Bancroft's History of the United States. We 
want no such Bible as that, and the coming genera
tion will have none at all if that is the alternative. 

J. W. McGarvey, deceased 
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Stop Signing Those Checks! 
By Leamon Stewart 

I n this generation faithful preachers are giving their 
lives to proclaim the unadulterated Truth, in an ef
fort to keep Christ's church on the strait and nar

row road which leads to heaven (Matt. 7: 13-20). There 
are those, standing in pulpits across our land, proclaim
ing doctrines that are so perverted or watered-down 
that they would be welcomed in most denominational 
pulpits. In fact, some have accepted these denomina
tional invitations. Others have departed so far from the 
truth that some of the denominations will not accept 
them. How can this be happening with the safeguards 
that God has built within his church? 

God has built within the church of Christ a three
fold safeguard to help preserve the purity and integ
ri1y of each congregation: 

1. Elders- qualified men to whom God gives 
authority to oversee the church ( 1 Tim. 3: 1-7; 
Titus 1 :5-11 ). 

2. Preachers - faithful men with the God-given 
responsibility to proclaim the unadulterated 
Word regardless of the cost (2 Tim. 4:1-5; 
Luke 9:62). 

3. Individual members -loyal disciples who are 
to share God's Word with others yet refuse to 
support those who promote false teachings 
(Acts 8:4; 2 Tim. 2:24; 2 John 9-11). 

The mouths of most of these false teachers would 
soon be shut if elders would meet their God-given re
sponsibilities: 

1. They are to love Christ and his church (Matt. 
22:37; 6:33; John 14:15). 

2. They must give an account for each soul in the 
flock they oversee (Heb. 13: 17; Acts 20:28). 

3. It is their responsibility to oversee and feed the 
congregation (Acts 20:28; I Pet. 5:2). 

4. They are to use the Word of God to rebuke, re
prove, and correct those in the flock who need 
it {Titus 1: 10-11; 2 Tim. 4:2). 

5. They must stop the mouths of gainsayers and 
false teachers (Titus 1 :9; Jude 3). 

6. They must realize that any child of God who 
does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not 
have God and is therefore, without Christ or 
hope (2 John 9-11; Eph. 2: 12). 

For elders to fulfill their God-given duty they must 
study God's Word and be aware of the issues facing 
the Lord's church. They cannot "stop the mouths" of 
false teachers if they do not know who they are or 
what error is. 

Why do some elders continue financially to back 
these false teachers? When one looks closer at the is
sue, he learns it is for one or more of the following 
reasons: 

1. Many elders are so weak in Bible knowledge 
that they do not know truth from error. If this 
is so, they are not qualified to serve as elders 
(2 Cor. 2:11; I Tim. 3:2). They should study 
or step down. 

2. They agree with the error being taught. There
fore they are not qualified to feed the flock and 
must repent or be removed (2 John 9-11; 1 Tim 
5: I 0; 1 Pet. 5:2). 

3. They are afraid to speak out against promoters 
of false doctrines. The Lord says "the fearful" 
will not enter heaven (Rev. 21 :8). Elders should 
resolve to do their duty as elders; otherwise they 
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are disqualified (1 Tim 3:1; Rom. 16:17-18). 
Elders who are not willing to fulfill their God

given duty of tending and guarding the flock should 
resign. Congregations ought to select men as elders 
who love the Lord, the Truth, and the church and who 
will uphold and defend the purity of spotless things 
(Eph. 5:25-27). 

If elders stopped signing checks supporting false 
teaching, it would be astounding how fast mouths 
would be stopped. Elders, preachers, and individual 

members have a God-given responsibility to do what 
they can to preserve purity of doctrine and practice. 

Thank God for faithful elders standing four-square 
on God's Word, striving to protect the flock, and de
fend the faith. Every saint should esteem highly godly 
elders who are fulfilling their duty to God and the lo
cal congregation. Let them know you stand solidly 
behind them in their defense of the Truth (Jude 3; 1 
Pet. 4: II). 111 N. Payne St. 

Pacific, MO 63069 
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Ministerial Alliance Ministers 
By E. Claude Gardner 

With the current religious landscape by the 
"changers," it is not surprising that more of 
"our'' preachers are joining the denomina

tional ministerial alliances. When a preacher decides 
to affiliate with the local "pastors," what "statement" 
does he make? 

Here are my opinions: 

1. The preacher thinks he is unleashing his "inde
pendence," and he will no longer be hobbled by 
"tradition-bound" brethren. 

2. The congregation and its leadership which al
low it partake of whatever compromise in doc
trine results. It suggests that the church has be
come ''broad-gauged" doctrinally. 

3. The preacher must swallow many erroneous 
doctrines and practices in order to have this fel
lowship. He may now be a full partner with 
preachers who teach faith only, grace only, in
strumental music, the Lord's Supper at any 
given time, experiential religion of a direct work 
of the Holy Spirit, women preachers, social gos
pel, etc. If he has espoused the "new hermeneu
tic," he would be comfortable with those who 
teach such doctrines. 

4. The preacher now looks on the church of the 
New Testament as a denomination and only one 
part of the body of Christ. 

5. The ''pastors" are gleeful because the preacher 
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has brought the church of Christ into the "fam
ily of denominations." "We are now a big 
happy ecumenical family who believes in join
ing the church of your choice." 

It is true that we should be as broad as the New 
Testament and as narrow as the New Testament. 
"Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the doc
trine of Christ hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 
... For he that biddeth him Godspeed is partaker ofhis 
evil deeds" (2 John 9, II). 372 Mill Street 

Henderson, TN 38340 
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What Shall I Say? 
By Wayne Coats 

When Israel encountered Ai in battle, because 
of the sin of Achan, Israel, was defeated. 
Joshua lamented, "0 Lord, what shall I say, 

when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies?" 
(Josh. 7:8). To capitulate before the enemies of truth 
is fraught with grave consequences. No less serious 
and deleterious to the cause of Christ is the spirit of 
compromise and support given to false teachers in our 
brotherhood. 

When men pervert the Truth of God, they are false 
teachers and should not be encouraged or supported. 
Just how much error will God tolerate? The case of 
An ani as and Sapphira will be the answer (Acts 5: I). 

When Jehoshaphat "joined affinity with Ahab," 
Jehoshaphat asked, "Shouldest thou help the ungodly, 
and love them that hate the Lord? Therefore is wrath 
upon thee from before the Lord" (2 Chron. I 9:2). 
There were some "good things found in ... Jeho
shaphat" (v. 3). Those good traits did not cover the 
bad. The worst perverter of divine truth in our broth
erhood has a few good things in his life. 

The church at Pergamos tolerated those who 
taught error. God never approves of such compromis
ers. His verdict: "Repent, or else I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will fight against them with the sword 
of my mouth" (Rev. 2: I 6). God hates false doctrine. 

John wrote, "If there come any unto you, and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, nei
ther bid him Godspeed; for he that biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds" (2 John I 0- I I). 

Some of my closest friends have turned aside and 
have become teachers of error. Can I support them 
with my contributions? May I lend them support and 
encouragement by sitting and listening to their heresy? 
Why can preachers change to purveyors of error, but 
I dare not change my pew place? "Godspeed" doesn't 
seem to be understood by many. 

Remember the way of Cain, the error ofBalaam, 
and the gainsaying ofKorah (Jude I I)? Those fellows 
were a sorry lot, but there were those who "had gone 
in" and "ran after" them. God said, "Woe unto them." 

The faithful must make tough decisions. With all 
the change and circus atmosphere that is being brought 
into the congregations along with the abandoning of 
the Bible in the pulpits, what can we do? 

Suggestions by faithful sheep to hireling shepherds 
go for nought, and a word fitly spoken to the pulpit 
performer is like a fleeting sigh. Often the older mem
bers have toiled, sacrificed, prayed, and persisted for 
decades to sow the seed of the kingdom in their com
munity. A faithful work develops and then a young, 
good-looking divine with all the credentials of a de
nominational pastor (except the clerical robe) is hired 
to palaver some mush. We who are older and imbued 
with a spirit of loyalty to God's Word shed tears of 
remorse. What in heaven's name can we do on earth? 

I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes who 
Joveth to have the preeminence among them, 
receiveth us not. Wherefore, ifl come, I will re
member 1\is deeds which he doeth, prating 
against us with malicious words: and not con
tent therewith, neither doth he himself receive 
the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, 
and casteth them out of the church. Beloved, 
follow not that which is evil, but that which is 
good (3 John 9-11). 

How can a brother or sister support a man like 
Diotrephes and "foiiow not that which is evil"? How 
can we bid Godspeed to a false teacher? But you say, 
"I've been a member of this congregation all my life." 
That is another article in which we are seriously chal
lenged to consider whether we are converted to a con
gregation or to Christ, whether we are bound to a 
building or bound as the bride to Christ. Do we ob
serve Christ as our Passover, or do we just sit on some 
padded pew? 

At 85 Caleb requested a mountain with its diffi
culties and challenges, but many today think the 
mountain is too high; it is so simple just to sit silently. 
"What shaii I say when Israel turneth their backs be-
fore their enemies?" Never a word! 

704 Hillview Drive 
Mt. Juliet, TN 3 7122 
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Missionary Page- Albert Gardner 

The Churches of Christ in Ghana 
By Dan McVey 

Ghana is a nation in West Africa with a popu
lation of about 16 million people. It is well
known because of its rich African culture and 

the leadership it provides among the developing coun
tries of the world. Ghana is known in our brotherhood 
because the people there are receptive to the Gospel 

The history of the churches of Christ in Ghana 
began in 1957 with the conversion ofbrother Gaidoo. 
Jerry Reynolds and Dwayne Davenport were Ghana's 
first American missionaries. They came to Ghana in 
1961. The church is evangelistic. It has established 
preacher training schools and conducted many suc
cessful Gospel meetings. The church is also known 
for its benevolence. There has been steady growth. 

Many Ghanaian church leaders are well-known: 
Samuel Obeng, Daniel Ampadu Asiamah, Christian 
Nsoah, John Tamalkoe, Frank Nortey, Ken Kesse, 
Sammy Dzamesi. We have approximately 600 con
gregations with an active membership of about 45,000. 

One encouraging aspect of the church in Ghana 
is its influence on other countries. Senegal, Gambia, 
Guines, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Togo, 
Benin, Gabon, Lybia, and Belgium have been helped 
in evangelism by Ghanaian Christians. 

The church in Ghana needs your prayers. Ghana 
is struggling with a political transition from 11 years 
of military rule to a democratically elected govern
ment Pray that peace will prevail and resulting sta
bility will allow evangelism to continue and intensify. 

Many projects in Ghana could use financial help. 
Zeal and manpower are there, but money is needed. 
Several churches in America have patiently worked 
with Ghanaian churches through the years with good 
results. There are many evangelistic opportunities. 

The work in Ghana continues with doors of op
portunity opening daily. Pray that faith will not wa
ver, eyes will not move from ripened fields, and that 
challenges will become opportunities. P.O. Box 6017 

Accra, Ghana, West Africa 
News from the Foreign Mission Field 

0 After serving in Romania over two years Gerald 
and Ann Nichols have returned to the United States. 
The Nicholses and the McAnultys were among the first 
American missionaries to work in Romania. There 
have been about 360 baptisms over the past two years. 

0 La Vega Parker and his wife, Nancy, desire to 
become long-term missionaries in Czechoslovakia. 
They need a sponsoring church, monthly support, and 
travel funds. The Parkers have 24 years experience in 
preaching and missionary work. Write: Rt I, Box 
1071, Malakoff, TX 7 5148, or call (903) 489-07 4 7. 

0 The church in Dindigul, Tamil, Nadu, South In
dia conducts a training program for preachers and 
teachers. The directors of the school are E.A. 
Anunugam and C. Aruldass; other teachers are J.W. 
Samson and Thomas Thangadurai. The elders of the 
Avondale church, 4017 Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 
30032 can give additional information. 
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0 The Avondale church in Decatur reports a good 
work in Kieve, Ukraine. The Center church began on 
September 1, 1992, in Kieve with 48 baptisms. To date 
there have been 198 baptisms. The Kieve Bible Institute 
is currently teaching 18 men to preach the Word. 
Interestingly, the Center church withdrew fellowship 
from 12 after efforts failed over six months to get them 
to attend. 

0 Charles Thigpen and T.J. Hughes announce the 
VietNam Mission Reunion during the World Mis
sions Workshop, October 22, 1993, at Freed-Harde
man University in Henderson, Tenn. The program w\\\ 
include an effort to get Christian business people, gov
ernment employees, and short-term mission teams to 
go to Third World countries, where the church is weak 
or non-existent. There will also be a discussion of 
medical mission teams in the mission field. 



What About Asia? 
By John M. Grubb 

w: thrill at the reports that are coming from 
Russia, Latvia, the Ukraine, and many of the 
Eastern European countries - accounts of 

thousands who have obeyed the Gospel. "Truth for 
the World" has several television stations carrying the 
Gospel to the Russian people. We need more work
ers to go to Eastern Europe and to the former Soviet 
Union to preach the Gospel of Christ. 

It is relatively inexpensive to go to Eastern Eu
rope and the former Soviet Union. This will change 
in the future, but now the U.S. dollar goes a long way. 

Asia Is More Expensive 
It is much more expensive to do mission work in 

Asia One reason for this is the distance. There are 
some places in Asia where it is not so expensive, but 
compared to Eastern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union, mission work in Asia is more expensive. 

When you consider the nwnber of those who obey 
the Gospel in Asia compared to Eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union, again, there is a big differ
ence. Right now, in some places in Russia, there are 
hundreds obeying the Gospel each year. Working 
among Asians is a much slower, harder process. 

"The Gospel Is for All" 
Brother J.M. McCaleb wrote ''Where sin has gone, 

must go his grace, the Gospel is for all." Jesus said, 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz-
ing them into the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I conunanded you: 
and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world {Matt. 28:19-20). 

This "great commission" includes all people. We 
cannot ''write oft" Asia simply because it is hard and 
costly. Sixty percent of the world's people are in Asia 

What About the Japanese? 
There are approximately 135 million people in 

Japan, but it is a costly place to work. Tokyo and 
Osaka are two of the three most expensive cities in 
the world in which to live. Also, it is very difficult to 
reach the Japanese people with the Gospel of Christ. 

Shall we forget the Japanese? Shall we say, "We 

do not get enough value for our money in working 
among the Japanese people, so we will not even con
sider trying to send workers to that field"? Go into all 
the world, except Japan? 

What About the Chinese? 
I worked as a missionary in Taiwan for I 0 years. 

During that time, the cost of living more than doubled 
It costs $12 for a gallon of milk; gasoline is close to 
$3 a gallon; an apartment is about $2,000 a month. 

Helping the Chinese people in Taiwan to become 
faithful Christians is a difficult task. Many Chinese 
will not listen to the Gospel message. There is a small 
group that will listen but will not obey; there is a 
smaller group who will obey the Gospel. Many of 
those who obey the Gospel do not remain faithful. 

Are we just going to forget about the 20 million 
Chinese in Taiwan and the 1.2 billion people in main
land China because it is not cost effective? Is that what 
Jesus said? "Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel" where it is cost effective. 

What About Other Places in Asia? 
There is a need for faithful workers to go to Thai

land, Indonesia, India, and Pakistan. Are we going to 
forget about them just because they are thousands of 
miles away from America and in hard places to work? 

Needed: Churches to Send Men 
The method the Lord's church has used for years 

in sending men to the mission field is for a man to 
pick a place, find a church to receive his funds, then 
spend several months trying to locate congregations 
to support him. This is not the best way to get men 
into the mission field. We need churches who are 
seeking men to send to foreign lands to preach the 
Gospel. This is a better way for getting the job done. 

Concblsion 
The need to carry the Gospel to the world is great. 

Congregations must be willing to send good men. May 
the Lord help us to do all we can to fulfill our solemn 
obligation to the Lord. 625 W. Orchard Lane 

Greenwood, IN 46142 

~ 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Does It Matter What (• . ~y/ 

Our Children Are Taught? '-""" . 
'.~ 

By Charline Lemonds Sexton 
II 

I n Isaiah 7:14, God promised the people that he 
would give them a sign, a symbol, a miraculous 
deed, that they might recognize the emergence of 

the Messiah when the time carne. This promise is a 
significant basis of our faith in him and in his Son: 
"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: be
hold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel." Never in the history of the 
world had a virgin been known to bear a child; this 
was a sign from God. The King James and the Ameri
can Standard use the word virgin here. The circum
stances of Jesus' conception were most unusual - in 
fact, unique - as related in Matthew 1: 18-23 and 
Mark 1:26-35. If the sign is merely that a young 
woman should conceive, that is no sign; thousands of 
young women are impregnated every day. Yet that is 
what some "Bible" versions say. How would that fact 
help the people to recognize this Savior when he 
came? What are our children taught in regard to Jesus' 
begettal and birth? The Revised Standard reads thus 
in Isaiah 7:14: "Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Behold, a young woman shall conceive 
and bear a son, and ca11 his name Immanuel." The 
New English Bible also uses the term young woman 
rather than virgin. Should this matter to Christians? 

In The Living Bible Paraphrased, Psalms 51:5 
reads: " I was a sinner, yes, from the moment my 
mother conceived me." This means that the baby (em
bryo) sinned before he was born. Does it seem likely 
that God would hold a person responsible for events 
which took place before he was born? That babies are 
born in sin and must be baptized or risk being eter
nally lost is an error taught in denominations. In Mark 
1:15, Jesus taught, "The time is ful filled, the kingdom 
of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the Gospel." 
How could a pre-born child believe or repent? 
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It is risky to put one's destiny in the hands of a 
single Bible translator or writer, but such is the case 
of those who trust entirely on The Living Bible Para
phrased by Dr. Kenneth Taylor. This volume teaches 
in several places that Christ will return to earth and 
reign over his kingdom for 1000 years, in spite of the 
fact that Christ promised that some who were in his 
presence then would still be living when he established 
his kingdom and that Paul says that we will meet 
Christ in the air, with no mention anywhere of Christ's 
ever setting foot on earth again (Mark 9:1; 1 Thess. 
4: 17). This version has distorted the truth of 1 Tim. 
4: I to read that Christ will appear "to set up his king
dom," rather that he will ')udge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom" (King James). 

In Ephesians 5:19, the Amplified New Testament 
advocates that we praise God with the voice and "with 
instruments." These writers obviously made no effort 
to stay with the original Word which was "once for 
all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3 - ASV). 

Enthusiasts for the NIV should check closely such 
passages as Ephesians 1: 13, in which the NIV reads, 
"And you also were included in Christ when you 
heard the word of truth." Other scriptures teach that 
we get into Christ when we are baptized, not when 
we hear (Rom. 6:3-4). This version also uses the term 
only son instead of only begotten son in such passages 
as John 3: 16; 1: 14; 1 John 4:9. There are many such 
errors in the NIV; in spite of this fact it is used as the 
basis of some Bible school literature and in many pul
pits of the church of Christ. Does it matter whether 
or not the truth is taught to our brothers, sisters, sons, 
and daughters if they do not know the difference? 

P.O. Box 6400 
Fort Worth, TX76124 
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Shame on Schoo 
By Wayne Price 

The Schoos decided they wanted to take a vaca
tion to Mexico, but they had a problem of what 
to do with their children. Solution? Leave the 

two children at home (in a suburb of Chicago) for the 
nine days the parents would be on vacation, with the 
oldest girl, age nine, in charge of her sister, age four. 

The callousness of the parents shocked and dis
mayed many of us. Questions like "At what age 
should a child have a responsibility like that?" and 
"What is abandonment?" or "What kind of punish
ment is fit for such delinquent parents?" were on many 
minds. There is no national policy, it appears, with two 
states giving different definitions, along with differ
ent punishments for abandonment and abuse. 

The Schoos should be ashamed of themselves. 
Merely thinking of what could happen to children left 
to fend for themselves conjures up frightening possi
bilities that scare reasonable people. Before pointing 
an accusing finger at the Schoos, it might be best to 
look at ourselves. After all, there is more than one type 
of child abuse. 

Wonder how many of those getting upset at what 
might have happened to the Schoo children, have no 
problems at all with what is happening to unborn chil
dren all across America? With one and a half million 
unborn children legally murdered each year by the 
abortion process, America ought to bow her head in 
shame! 

Wonder how many children are left alone to dis
cover right and wrong for themselves? To be politi
cally correct nowadays, we must not let our public 
schools teach absolutes. Let the child discover what 
is right and wrong in any given situation without di
rection from an adult, except, of course, on the ques
tion of sex and condoms. 

Among those who are New Testament Christians, 
wonder how many really believe in training "up a 
child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it" (Prov. 22:6)? How many bring 
(not just drop off) their children to Bible study and 

worship? How many parents practice honesty, hard 
work, and decency as an example for their young? Do 
we "bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord" (Eph. 6:4)? 

Physical child abuse is bad, but any type of abuse 
is wrong, including spiritual child abuse by thought
lessness or neglect Some irreligious parents ignore the 
need for any spiritual training of their children mainly 
because they just do not see the need for it. 

We call on society to give proper attention to the 
spiritual child abuse problem. It is possible for you to 
leave your children ''home alone" while you are in the 
house with them. 

Parents must nurture their children "in the chas
tening and admonition of the Lord" because it carries 
eternal consequences for both child and parent 

P.O. Box 760 
McLoud, OK74851 

James Russell Lowell said children were ~~God's 
apostles, day by day sent forth to preach of love and 
hope and peace. " The Holy Spirit speaking by the 
mouth of David said: 

Lo, children are a heritage of Jehovah,· And the 
fruit of the womb is his reward. As arrows in the 
hand of a mighty man, So are the children of 
youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full 
ofthem (Psa. 127:3-5). 

Children are natural mimics - they act like their 
parents in spite of every attempt to teach them good 
manners. 

Rejoice, 0 young man. in thy youth, and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in the ways of thy heart. and in the sight 
of thine eyes; but know thou. that for all these 
things God will bring thee into judgment. There-
fore remove so"ow from thy heart, and put away 
evil from thy flesh; for youth and the dawn of 
life are vanity. Remember also thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, before the evil days come, and 
the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say. I have 
no pleasure in them (Ecclesiastes). Fp 
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Potpourri. ••..•.•.••. 

Many of our readers continue to encourage our 
efforts with words of praise and appreciation. 
Here are a few recent comments: Enclosed is 

a subscription check in the amount of $180.00 for the 
twelve names listed. I enjoy reading the Firm Foun
dation and I know others that do .... I enjoyed the ar
ticle on marriage in the January paper. It was refresh
ing to see someone get right to the heart of the issue. 
. .. Your publication is fresh and challenging. The 
brotherhood needs to awaken from its slwnber. . .. I 
came out of the Baptist denomination back in 1957; 
there isn't anything denominational about me. I left 
it behind when I learned the truth. . .. I appreciate the 
articles in your paper and am glad there are brethren 
who still contend earnestly for the faith .... I continue 
to enjoy the Firm Foundation and read it through as 
soon as it comes each month. I appreciate your firm 
stand for the truth. ... I am enclosing my check in the 
amount of $30 for a subscription for my two friends. 
I enjoy the paper so much and think they will too. We 
need to wake up to the condition of the Lord's church 
today .... The Finn Foundation is needed in every 
Christian home .... I enjoy the Firm Foundation and 
your willingness to stand up for the truth. . .. I look 
forward to your editorials. . .. Best wishes to you in 
standing for the truth .... Thank you for writing articles 
on homosexuality .... For 60 years I have been a regu-
lar subscriber to the Firm Foundation. Your articles 
are thorough with scriptural proofs and logical con
clusions. I am still asked to preach sometimes, but now 
it is more from memory. H. Leo Boles taught me to 
do this. He was the president of Lipscomb in 1931 
when I began college there. .. . Continue the great 
work. I receive most of the publications in our broth
erhood, and I say sincerely that the Firm Foundation 
is the best. ... Sad to say, there is not a preacher in 
this area who preaches anything that could not be 
preached in any denomination in the city .... We are 
in a "watered-down" social congregation. Your paper 
is a source of strength to me .... I let my subscription 
expire. Will you please take me back? ... I really don't 
know the status of my subscription but sure don't want 
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a lapse. Enclosed is $28 for what I deem to be the best 
publication among Christians today. 

That, of course, is music to our ears. We hope you 
enjoy reading these comments as much as we enjoy 
receiving them. 
Kooky, Crackpot, Nutty 

0 The Nashville Tennessean, AprillO, 1993, re
ported some Methodist tomfoolery. Ray Waddel 
reported: 

Easter is one big joke to Edge hill Methodist 
Church - in fact, the ultimate prank, God's 
laugh at Satan's expense, so worshippers will get 
silly in Jesus' name tomorrow ... Michael Russell, 
an Edgehill member ... said, 'We'll have dancing, 
impromptu musical instruments, a seven-member 
dance group from the church called 'The Seven 
Deadly Sins,' and a few people have been desig
nated to bring their best jokes to tell.' 

0 Whoopi Goldberg would surely approve such 
antics. Those who think the proper pattern for wor
shipping God is found in the movie Sister Act, instead 
of the book of Acts, will be delirious. Maybe they can 
plan an incoherent and hysterical service next year. It 
would surely get us away from "our sometimes stuffy 
worship experiences." Do you reckon the baby 
boomers will come? The stick-in-the-mud members 
who resist transition and change will no doubt object 
They object to everything. We can hear them now still 
saying, "Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name ... for thine is the honor, and power, and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen." 

Feminism on the Loose 
0 David Horowitz reported in the January 1993 

issue of The American Spectator, 
No sooner had radical feminists grasped the 

revolutionary laurel, however, than the hierarchy 
of the oppressed asserted itself within the ·revo
lutionary ranks. Bisexual activists claimed a 
more revolutionary status than comrades who 
were straight; lesbians rebelled, 'Heterosexual 
sex,' complained a lesbian theorist (and fonner 
Trotskyite) 'is a site for male dominance that 
Marx ignored .... To establish their primacy in 
the revolutionary pecking order, radicals came 
up with a catchy slogan: Feminism is the theory, 



lesbianism is the practice. Catherine MacKinnon 
turned this into academese: 'If feminism is the 
epistemology, ... lesbianism is the ontology.' 

At the recent tenth anniversary conference of 
the National Council for Research for Women, 
its feminist president cited the term unwed 
mother as an example of 'androcentric' bias be
cause it presupposes that the norm is to be a wed 
mother. 

Homosexuals Are Filthy 
0 In his authoritative history of the AIDS epi

demic, author Randy Shilts describes homosexual at
titudes on the eve of the outbreak: 

Gay men were being washed by tide after tide 
of increasingly serious infections. First it was 
syphilis and gonorrhea. Gay men made up about 
80 percent of the 70,000 annual patient visits to 
[San Francisco's] VD clinics. Easy treatment had 
imbued them with such a cavalier attitude toward 
venereal diseases that many gay men saved their 
waiting-line numbers, like little tokens of desir
ability, and the clinic was considered an easy 
place to pick up both a shot and a date. 

0 Edmund White, co-author of The Joy of Gay 
Sex, proposed that "gay men should wear their sexu
ally transmitted diseases like red badges of courage 
in a war against a sex-negative society." Michael 
Callen, a gay youth present at the meeting, had already 
had 3,000 sexual partners and was shortly to come 
down with AIDS. He writes in his book, Surviving 
AIDS, that when he heard White's triwnphant defiance 
ofnatme's law, he thought: "Every time I get the clap 
I'm striking a blow for the sexual revolution." 

0 Don Francis, the Center for Disease Control of
ficial in charge of fighting the hepatitis B epidemic, 
said: ''We didn't inteiVene because we felt that it would 
be interfering with an alternative lifestyle." 

0 Horowitz reports: 
In the early eighties, the AIDS epidemic was still 
confined to three cities with large homosexual 
communities. Aggressive public health methods 
might have prevented the epidemic's outward 
spread But every effort to take normal precau
tionary measures was thwarted in turn by the po
litical juggernaut the gay liberation movement 
had managed to create. Under intense pressure 
from gay activists, the director of public health 
of the City of San Francisco refused to close 
bathhouses, maintaining that they were valuable 
centers of 'education' about AIDS even though 
their only purpose was to facilitate promiscuous 
sex. 

When officials tried to institute screening proce
dures for the nation's blood banks and asked the gay 
community not to make donations while the epidemic 
persisted, gay leaders opposed this action as infringing 
on the "righf' ofhomosexuals to give blood. The result 
of these revolutionary attitudes was to spread AIDS 
among hemophiliacs and some heterosexuals. 

0 Homosexuals are not nice people. They are 
sometimes vicious. Is it any wonder that all respon
sible military leaders vigorously oppose lifting the ban 
on homosexuals in the military? Parents ought to in
sist that homosexuals not be invited to the public 
school room to teach the children that queer behavior 
is normal- even fun. 

0 Note: the term gay-bashing is often used by ho
mosexual advocates to include verbal abuse or just 
saying anything negative about homosexuals or ho
mosexuality. The Firm Foundation will doubtless be 
accused of homophobia- but we consider the source. 

IJ Here are some sodomite organizations: 

0 NAMBLA (North American Man-Boy Love 
Association, who believe that engaging in sex with 
children is a wonderful thing). 

0 NLGJA (National Lesbian and Gay Journalists 
Association. It has 12 chapters and 600 members. Its 
purpose: to influence the media to favor homosexuals). 

Abortion 
0 Washington Watch says media bias has never 

been clearer than in the coverage of abortion. The 
press has imposed a virtual blackout on the horrible 
evidence of abortion's barbarism. The dread daily toll 
can have numbing effect, but we are shocked, jolted 
by the ghastly new late-term technique called Dilation 
and Extraction. Reported in cold-blooded detail by its 
"inventor," Martin Haskell, at a recent convention of 
the National Abortion Federation, "D & X" involves 
stabbing the unborn child at the base of the skull while 
still in the womb and sucking out the brains with a 
catheter. This causes the skull to collapse and makes 
the rest of the extraction easier. 

0 F amity Research Council says, 
The new administration has made it clear that 

it will attempt to force taxpayers once again to 
pay for abortions .... If President Clinton has his 
way, those of us who believe abortion is the tak
ing of innocent human life will be forced to pay, 
with our hard earned money, for what we abhor. 
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World Council of Churches 
0 The February Reader's Digest details the World 

Council of Churches' (WCC) involvement in revolu
tion. The WCC, according to the publication, which 
has scored the world ecumenical organization before, 
was infiltrated by Marxists and had KGB operatives 
serving in its highest councils before the fall of Com
munism. The line taken by the wee was often more 
orthodox Marxist and less often orthodox Christian. 
The wee experienced a loss of stature and decreased 
funding following highly critical articles in Reader's 
Digest in 1971 and 1982. This time, the world body's 
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top brass reacted before the issue hit the streets in an 
attempt to counteract the bad publicity. Branding the 
story a distortion, the wee called it "old news." 
Announcements of Interest 

0 The Spring, Texas, church announces the ap
pointment of David Brown to work with AI Brown 
in several important programs. The two Browns will 
direct a Greater Houston Firm Foundation Lecture
ship June 20-23, 1993. This will be an annual event 

0 The Bybee Branch church, McMinnville, Tenn., 
will have its annual Bible lectureship, Aug. 4-8, 1993. 

Cane Ridge 
Restoration Lectureship 

"A Plea for Christ" 

July 29 ·August 1, 1993 
Thursday, July 29 

6:45 p.m. ..•.... Gospel singing led by Kea Samuel 

7:30 p.m .•.•.... The Unchanging Teachings of Christ in a Changing 
Age 
Tom Holland 

Friday, July 30 
8:30 a.m .••.•... Coffee and donuts 
9:30 a.m ........ Restoring a Hunger and Thirst for the Word of God 

Tom Holland 

Fp 

10:30 a.m ........ Restoring Sound Doctrine to Translations of the Bible 
Robert Taylor, Jr. 

2:00 p.m ........ Restoring Zeal for the Old Paths 
Curtis Cates 

3:00 p.m. ...•... Restoring Sound Doctrine to Christian Education 
in Our Colleges 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

6:45 p.m ........ Gospel singing led by Ken Samuel 

7:30p.m ........ Restoring Faithfulness in Our Service to Christ 
Through His Church 
Robert Taylor, Jr. 

Saturday, July 31 
8:30 a.m ........ Coffee and donuts 

10:00 a.m ........ Individual Restoration Tours 
Maps and itinerary furnished. 

6:30 p.m ........ Restoring the Church of Christ in a Community by 
Preaching the Gospel 
George L. Rogers 

7:30 p.m. .•••.•• Restoring Ethics and Morality to Christian Living 
Earl Edwards 

Sunday, August 1 
9:30 a.m •..••... Restoring Faith in Biblical Creation 

Earl Edwards 

10:30 a.m ....•.•• Restoring the Power of God in Conversions 
Curtis Cates 

3:00p.m ........ Learning From the Past What It Means to Walk 
in the Truth 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

North Lexington Church of Christ 
649 Parkslde Drive • Lexington, Kentuoky 4080& 

( 606) 299-96:11. 



Joy Wilson Trichel 
By Mrs. Bruce Wilson 

Joy Wilson Trichellost her battle with cancer De
cember 6, 1991. Joy grew up in Goodlettsville, 
Tennessee, and graduated from high school there. 

She worked at Commerce Union Bank in the Trust 
Department in Nashville before marrying Edwin B. 
Triche! and moving to Harrisonburg, Louisiana, where 
she worked as program assistant for the U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture. 

Often little-known struggles in remote places go 
without acclaim. 

Joy left middle Tennessee, where the church was 
strong with fairly large congregations, and found the 
churches of Christ in that part of Louisiana few, small, 
and far between. 

At first she worshiped with a small group, 15 or 
20 in attendance, and no Sunday school. After some 
members moved and others died, that one just sort of 
faded away. She with a small group started worship
ping at Jonesville (a 10 mile drive) where there was 
never a congregation of more than 20 or 30 in atten
dance. She and a few other families kept the church 
going for many years. 

They owned the church building as well as a house 
for the preacher and had preaching on Sunday and had 
a Wednesday night Bible study. They also had Gos
pel meetings and vacation Bible school, which of 
course necessitated heavy contributions. I know that 
she also sent to at least one otphan's home. She taught 
Sunday school and vacation Bible school during the 
years that her two daughters were growing up. She 
prepared the Lord's Supper for several years. 

Her family often hosted fish fries and get-togethers 
for members of the church. During the time the 
preachers were coming from Natchez and Monroe to 
preach for them, she and one or two of the other fami
lies took turns preparing the meals on Sunday for 
them. 

She attended and enjoyed a Christian women's 
get-together at Natchez each year. We used to go to 
the bookstore near Nashville when she was at home 
and she selected materials for Sunday and Wednes
day night classes. When the church lost several mem-

hers they finally had to close the doors. They decided 
to merge with the church at Ferriday, another 10 miles 
or so farther away. Joy was already ill at that time. 
The cancer had spread to her lungs. She was a strong 
supporter of the "One Nation Under God" undertak
ing and contributed to it generously. She planned to 
work with the responses in that area. We enjoyed go
ing on the old homes and plantations tour in Natchez, 
Mississippi. We had planned to visit St. Francisville 
last spring. She was too ill. We had taken two bus 
tours together, the highlight of which was Washing
ton D.C., and·our tour of the White House. 

We talked on the phone almost every week and 
visited several times a year. She had missed only one 
Christmas being home. 

We had many discussions concerning the gross 
immorality to which the country has fallen. She often 
said she was afraid God would not tolerate it much 
longer. She said, "It seems Satan has the whole na
tion in his clutches." 

We were both also concerned about the wave of 
departure sweeping the church today. We exchanged 
books and articles of interest. Although ill and in pain, 
she attended her daughter Jamie's graduation from 
phannacy school last May. She wanted so much to see 
her other daughter, Kelly, graduate from veterinarian 
school in May of this year. She had many plans for 
after her retirement in September 1990. She was look
ing forward to grandchildren. It was not to be. 

Joy was not a talker, trusting in her meek and 
gentle Christian life to influence others. Her daughter 
Jamie told her during her illness, "Mama, you just 
don't know how many lives you have touched." She 
never wavered in her faith in God's way nor in her 
service to her (as she always said) "good" Lord. She 
loved her family dearly and often said her husband, 
Bert, was one of the best persons she'd ever known. 
Her boss said at her retirement party he had never 
heard her say a harmful word about her husband. Their 
house was the gathering place for the girl's friends as 
they were growing up. She said she had rather have 
them at home. 
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We found this in her Bible: 
When I have succeeded in this earthly life in 
1. being a Christian, 
2. being a good wife to a dear husband and a 

good mother to two adorable daughters, 
3. being a good neighbor, 

then I will be ready to face my Lord on Judgment Day. 
She succeeded abundantly. She was also a devoted 

and loving daughter, a dear and loving sister, and a 
diligent and dedicated employee. Her office received 
an administrator's award for services to agriculture in 
1989, and traveled to Washington to accept the award. 
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( 512) 282-2486 

Many prayers in many places went up for Joy's 
recovery or remission but, God, who doeth all things 
well, knew best 

I was with her much of the time last summer and 
made two trips to Houston with her for treatments, 
both of which were devastatingly discouraging. She 
faced it all with strength and courage, and never once, 
so far as I know, asked, "Why me?" 

So be at rest, Dear. We 'II see you in the morning. 
549 Moncrief 

Goodlettsville, TN 37072 
Fp 

Necrology 

John M. Hurt, Jr., 59, died at Nashville, Tennes
see. He was the author of a well-known and 
widely-used Bible correspondence course. He 

was a very influential Gospel preacher, Bible teacher, 
and school teacher. The depth of his faith was dem
onstrated in his attitude toward death. After learning 
that his health was not good and he did not have many 
days remaining on earth, he said, "I am not going to 
die. This body I have used for almost 60 years may 
be taken away, but I will still be alive." Jesus said, "I 
am the resUITection, and the life: he that believeth on 
me, though he die, yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth on me shall never die." 

osPO 
Charles Christopher Goodnight, Jr., 75, died on 

March 8, 1993. Brother Goodnight was a native of 
Killeen, Texas. He preached the Gospel for more than 
50 years. Charles was a man of deep sincerity and 
love for all men, and a man of great faith. Boyce 
Edwards, a long-time friend, said ofhim, ''We are glad 
he finished his race as a faithful child of God and for 
the hope laid up for him." 

oso 
A note from sister Matjorie Brinkley says, "Just 

to let you know my husband of 60 years, Ralph 
Brinkley, passed away January 4, 1993. He had ter
minal cancer and lived only three months after he got 
sick We prayed he wouldn't have to suffer and that 
God's will be done in all things. He always looked 
fotward to each issue of the Finn Foundation. At the 
time of his death, brother Brinkley lived in Anchor
age, Alaska Fp 



Cotham~ Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Much is being said about a cure 
for AIDS. There is no remedy 
for this dread disease, except 

the one God stated in the Bible: 
"one man and one woman, manied 
for life with no sexual relationships 
outside marriage." 

And there came unto him Pharisees, trying him, 
and saying, Is it lawful for a man to put away 
his wife for every cause? And he answered and 
said, Have ye not read, that he who made them 
from the beginning made them male and female, 
and said, For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; 
and the two shall become one flesh? So that they 
are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore 
God hath joined together, Jet not man put asun
der. They say unto him, Why then did Moses 
command to give a bill of divorcement, and to 
put her away? He saith unto them, Moses for 
your hardness of heart suffered you to put away 
your wives: but from the beginning it hath not 
been so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, except for fornication, and 
shall marry another, committeth adultery: and he 
that marrieth her when s he is put away 
comnutteth adultery (Matt. 19:3-9). 

To put it in the words of Paul, "Keep thyself pure." 
God's marriage rules are for our good and happi

ness. If all faithfully followed the biblical standard, 
AIDS would soon disappear. Everyone knows AIDS 
is spreading at an alarming rate because of sexual 
looseness and debauchery. 

Many will say that is it unrealistic and impracti
cal to expect people, especially young people, to ab
stain from sexual activity before marriage. Some will 
claim that it is absurd to expect husbands and wives 
to be faithful to each other. Multiplied thousands were 
virgins when married and loyal to their marriage part
ner until death. It can be done! It should be done! It 
must be done! To keep the marriage law of God is 
for our benefit and pleasure. To break God's rules for 
right living brings misery and loss. 

Some thoughtlessly say that the marriage law of 

God applies only to those who are in a covenant rela
tionship with God. How foolish! If a monogamous, 
sexually pure arrangement makes the child of God 
happy and safe, is it just to suppose that God with
holds this blessing from those who are outside the 
church? No! The maniage law of God is universal be
cause God makes the sun to shine on all. 

God wrote a law of sowing and reaping: 
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for what
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For 
he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto the 
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap everlasting (Gal. 
6:7-8). 

That applies to both saint and sinner. "Fools make 
a mock at sin" (Prov. 14:9). 

Medical science may find a cure for AIDS some
day, after uncountable deaths and incredible costs, 
though no virus has ever been cured. If HIV can be 
successfully treated and AIDS stopped while people 
are sexually promiscuous, which is highly unlikely, 
this will not prevent a more terrible tragedy. Those 
who die unrepentant of sin are sternly warned: 

Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with 
men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10). 

Let marriage be had in honor among all, and 
let the bed be undefiled: for fornicators and adul
terers God wi ll judge (Heb. 13:14). 

But for the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, their part 
shall be in the lake that bumeth with fire and 
brimstone; which is the second death (Rev. 
21:8). 

Let us speak "the tru th in love" on this subject 
so that some wi ll be encouraged to tum "from dark
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God." 

1814 Santa Cna 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

FF 
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TRAVELING? 
VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

ORLANDO-PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Paul W. Eubanks, evangelistSSS-
5651 or 855-1326. -----
ORLANDO-WINTER PARK-SOUTH SEM
INOLE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 5410 Lake Howell 
Rd., Sun. 9,10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Brad 
Poe, minister. (407) 657-0657. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist 

GEORGIA 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (901) 
363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (9~1) 366-0617. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65--25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. Roy McCoMell, evangelist Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299-
GREATERFAIRBANKSAREA: 645 11th Avenue, 1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles inside 

99701. (907) 456-4921. I-285) 

ALASKA DENTON-PEARL STR.EET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 
9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 

HOUSTON-FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 15935 Katy Frwy, 77094. (713) 429-1219. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M., Tom 
Bright, evangelist 

CALIFORNIA BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 offl-75. Son Hwy 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

SAN BERNARDINO-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3630 N."E" St Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Cal1883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, 
minister, 883-5232. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619)367-9400. WewiUcontactlovedoncsorfriends. 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Robert R. 
Stephenson, preacher. ------
Caua:.T oF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. 
Call (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

INDIANA 

------
HURST -NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1245 Karla St, 16053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Bill Clayton, Eddie 

EVANSVILLE-WEST SIDE CHURCH OF Whitten, preachers. 
CHRIST, 3232 Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, KLEIN AREA_C_H_U_R_C_H_O_F-CHRIST, 20802 

10:15 A.M., 6:30 P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713)-351-

MICHIGAN 
HARRISON-FIR STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Preaching the whole counsel of God. 
Mark Turok, minister (517) 539-5561. 

MINNESOTA 

4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

LIVINGSTON-1101 W. Church St, Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
2344 Nanticoke St, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-!984, 722_1871• 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 

7:30P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

COLORADO MISSOURI SAN ANTONIO-SHENANDOAH CHURCH OF 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh CHRIST, 11026 Wunbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., Wed. 7 P.M. St, Sun. 9:00, 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. 5P5M32, TSun. 9M:30H, .tgh0:30 A.M., 6hP.M., Wed. 7:30 
824-2630 (417) 334-3866, 334-3757• . ., erry . a tower, preac er. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wed. 7:00 P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-15, 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

1ACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 WescoMett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Wallace Maxwell, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home or Florida School of Preaching. 
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MONTANA VIRGINIA 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 

1528 S H
. · A S 9 45 10 45 AM 6 p M So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 

• lggtDS ve. un. : , : • ., . ., 
Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. A.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 

382-7837. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
ROCKY MOUNT-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1040 
Hill St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
(919) 911-1556, lack Tittle, minister. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHRISTIANSBURG-EASTSIDE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 135 Church St, Christiansburg, 24073. 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence 
Lavender, minister. (703) 382-7777. 

MAX MEADOWs-FT. CHISWELL CHURCH 
OF CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 
24360. %mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 
52. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann 
M. Lee, evangelist (703) 637-4244: (703) 223-1787. 

WYOMING 

GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. SHERIDAN...,..NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF 
Main St, Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, CHRIST, 5SS N. Main at Second St, Sheridan. Sun. 
11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Charles Pledge 
minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. (307) 672-7903, 672-3097. 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Finn Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classi
fied and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
Ads must be cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Evangelist sought: Small. debt-free congregation 
needs energetic. motivated, family man with experi
ence. committed to building positive relationships. 
Husband and wife resumes (and video if available) 
requested with transcripts and professional\pcrsonal 
recommendations. Salary. benefits and start date ne
gotiable. House and utilities provided. Please reply 
as soon as possible to: Parkview Church of Christ. 
Att.: Jim Scott, P.O. Box 1083, Warten. MI 48090. 

FOR SALE 

Pews for sale at one-half mfg.'s price. Available 
approx. Nov. 1. 1993. Excellent condition. Contact: 
West End Church of Christ. Knoxville, TN 37923. 
Phone: (615) 693-0801. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale-an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr .• Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE .. BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy. enjoyable. effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851 

Create stronger families and churches. Sponsor a 
Christian sexuality workshop to prepare parents and 
Bible teachers to teach children and youth. Presented 
by grandparents with more than 30 years of ministry 
among churches of Christ Outstanding spiritual, 
personal, academic. and professional qualifications. 
Write or call for additional information. Ed and Jane 
Coates. Judge Ely Family HealthCare Counselors, 
560 North Judge Ely Boulevard. Abilene. Texas 
79601. (915) 672-4419. 

Wanted: Couple or family. mission-minded. who 
would like to relocate to northern Wisconsin to help 
evangelize and start a church. Must have support or 
be able to work out. Can help with some support and 
moving expenses. For infonnation call (715) 474-3471 
or write to R. Howard, W9272 Hobbles Creek Rd •• 
Catawba, WI 54515 

Free used song books-1977 ed. Songs of the 
RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great Church. Contact by letter: Fleetwood Church of 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Christ. P.O. Box 218511. Houston. TX 77218. 

Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr .• Henderson, TN 38340 Wanted: Used 8' and 10' church pews in good 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
by Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection 
of thousands of Scripture references. each 
summarized and organized under hundreds of 
logically-arranged subject areas. Includes over 2,000 
interesting. important discussion-stimulating 
questions. This extremely clear and easy guide to 
the Bible is a must for every Christian's 
library. It is ideal for Bible classes for all ages and 
for cottage evangelistic studies focused on the 
simplicity and power of New Testament 
Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to Theo
Med Publishers. Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

The church in Three Forks, MT needs a preacher 
for a growing congregation and a growing commu
nity. The church started in this community in Aug. 
1990 with 12 people at our first meeting. Now aver
age 30-35. There arc 1400 people in the community. 
Want preacher who is dedicated to the Lord's work. 
that will reach out into the community and teach. 
Three Forks is located at headwaters of Missouri 
River. Good hunting and fishing and a beautiful 
area. Contact: Bud Alexander (406) 285-3649, Jim 
Ward (406) 285-3667. Or write: Church of Christ. 
P.O. Box 1066, Three Forks, MT 59152. 

PREACHERS AVAILABLE 
Preacher available after June 15. Graduate of Sunset 
School of Preaching 1975. 51 years of age. Worked 
in Wisconsin and Illinois congregations 1974-1983; 
with present congregation since 1983. Have served 
with present congregation as elder. Would prefer upper 
Midwest but will serve in other areas. Contact: Joe D. 
Mitchell (806) 435-3064. 

Support needed. Medical student. 1970 graduate of 
Preston Road School of Preaching. is planning medical 
mission work upon completion of training. Needs 
congregation who will work with him now and in 
mission work. Contact Mike Walborn. Box 612. 
Marcola, OR 97454. 

An experienced, sound Gospel preacher desires to 
work with a congregation interested in growth. 
Married. B.A. and M.A. in Counseling. Graduate of 
Freed-Hardeman. Prefer Southeast. Resume and 
references upon request Contact: J. Donald Mash. 
JOl.S 7th Ave .• St Albans, WV 25177. (304) 722-
2333. 727-0761. 

Pews. new & used. stained glass windows • .l:&W.:. condition. Please contact Northeast Church of Christ. 
343-0143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513 P.O. Box 85, Hurst, TX 76053. 

SUBSCRIBE TO REPROVE. A publication devoted 
to "bringing to light" many of the current 
brotherhood issues. Send $4.00 to REPROVE, P.O. 
Box ISS, Red Oak, TX 75154 

SHENANDOAH LECI'URESHIP BOOKS: 1993-
Denominationalism vs the Bib/e-$18.50; 1992-
Bib/ica/ Ethics-$20.50; 1991-Right/y Dividing lhe 
Word: Special Hermeneulics-$16.50; 1988-
The Current Digression-$8.00-all postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church of Christ. 11026 Wurzbach Rd .• 
San Antonio. TX 78230-2504 or (210) 696-5532. 
multiple orders sent & billed. (For reprint of 1990 
RDTW: General Hermeneutics, contact National 
Christian Press.) 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd .• 
11026 Wunbach Rd .• San Antonio. TX 78230. Free 
samples: .. The Home Train" newsletter. 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 

Postage Appreciated 

- Elbert R. Garretson -

(805) 721-8925 • 1210 9th Ave. 
Delano, CA 93215 

Bouseparents 
Needed 

Spiritually mature 
Christian couples 

interested in 
becoming 

Bouseparents 

Contact 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 
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EVER WONDER WHY ALBUMS OUT SELL BOOKS? 

THESE DOUBLE LENGTH CASSETIES ARE THREE REASONS WHY. SUNG AND DIRECTED BY 
DAVID SLATER. WINNER OF THE NATIONALLY TELEVISED STAR SEARCH PROGRAM HOSTED BY 
ED McMAHON. THIS RENOWNED SERIES CREATES BEAUTIFUL AND TRADITIONAL SONGS OF 
PRAISE. DAVID'S GRANDFATHER WROTE 'WALKING ALONE AT EVE'. DAVID IS A GRADUATE 
OF HARDING UNIVERSITY. 

"WALKING ALONE AT EVE' ~ ' SIMPLY TRUSTING EVERYDAY' 'SINCE JESUS IS 
• Walking Alone At Eve •.) • Simply Trusting Everyday MY FRIEND' 
• This Is My Father's World • GOd Of Our Fathers , Peace By Still 
• Wonderful Words Of Life • In The Land Of Fadeless Day JJ . Home 
• I Hear The Voice Of Jesus Soy • Jesus Is All The World To Me • Flee As A Bird 
• 0 Jesus. I Hove Promised • The Golden Rule • 0 Lord. Our Lord 
• Yes. For Me He Coreth • What Con Wash Away My Sin? , Father Of Mercy 
• Ivory Palaces • Toke Time To Be Holy • o Praise The Lord 

• • 
• Rescue The Perishing • Dear Lord Forgive 1' • Since Jesus Is My Friend 
• Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind • Brightly Beams Our Father's Blessin· • Let The Words Of My Mouth 
• I Love The Lord • Be With Me Lord ; _ ; ~ • Though Your Sins Be As Scarlet 
• There's Power In The Blood • Lead Me To Calvary ,r,g ~> 

1 
· · ~· 1 Need Thee Every Hour 'W 

• Sweeter Than All • In Emn;onuel's Land . . ·- u.t:-·~.\ ,: : Come To The Feast ~'£ 
• Poor. Wayfaring Stronger • Every T1me I Feel The Sp1nt ll /... · - ~· Kneel AI The Cross 
• How Sholl The Young Secure Their Hearts? • How Great Thou Art .a: ,. • Is Thy Heart Right With GOd 
• 0 Sacred Head • There Is A Habitation , t L t ~ • What A Friend We Hove In Jesus 
• My Faith Looks Up To Thee • Face To Face • The Lord Is In His Holy Temple 
• When My Love For Christ Grows Weak • What Will Your Answer Be? • My Faith Looks Up To Thee 
• The Steadfast Love Of The Lord • GOd Moves In A Mysterious Way • GOd Himself Is With Us 
• Burdens Are Lifted At Calvary • Wonderful Story Of Love • Father Hear The Prayer We Offer 
• Jesus Is Calling \)S • 'Tis Midnight And On Olive's Brow • Nearer My GOd To Thee 
• Moster The Tempest Is Raging \)\.0 pr. • Toke The Nome Of Jesus With You • What Sholl 11 Profit A Man? 
• As The Deer ~ pr.0 \Of;. • 0 Do Not Let The Word Deport • Savior Teach Me Day By Day 

~ G\f"( • In The Hour Of Trial • Beautiful Isle Of Somewhere 
t 

HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT IN MUSIC AND BEEN DISAPPOINTED? YOU WON'T 
BE WITH THIS TREASURED COLLECTION FEATURING DAVID SlATER WHO IS NOW APPEARING IN BRANSON. 
MISSOURI WITH MEL TILLIS. THESE ATIRACTIVELY PACKAGED CASSETIES ARE PRICED AT ONE FOR $8.95. 
TWO FOR $17.00 OR THREE FOR $24.00. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! TkU i6 a ~ c61i.eWu 

SHOCK-WAVE SOUND PRODUCTIONS Name _ ___________ _ 

P.O. Box 17594 Address--- - - ------------

Fort Worth, Texas 76102 CitY----------State-- ZiP---

FIRM FOUNDATION Bulk Rate 

U.S. Poslage 

PAID 
Dallas, TX 

Permit No. l 863 

P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 
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An Open Letter to Andre Resner 
By Jess Hall, Jr. 

D ear Dr. Resner: 
In a February 15, 1993, letter to Dr. Royce 
Money, president of Abilene Christian Uni

versity, (a letter which was made public by Dr. Mon
ey), you expressed regret for your article, "Christmas 
at Matthew's House," which appeared in the Novem
ber 1992 issue of Wineskins. You should be respect
ed for admitting your mistake; your apology should be 
taken at face value; neither your sincerity nor the pu
rity of your motives in making the apology should be 
questioned. They are certainly not questioned here. 
While some, including you, may be critical of ques
tioning your apology at all, your apology raises sev
eral questions that need to be answered. Only you can 
answer them. 

In his pamphlet, "On This Rock," Dr. Money 
states: 

Without getting into more detai ls, let me just say 
that you will be better served to get your infor
mation about ACU from ACU and not from 
some critical brotherhood paper. You will have 
to make up your mind which one to believe. You 
cannot believe both. On the other hand, I am 
grateful to those who take the time to ask. We 
will be honest with you and will tell you the 
truth, because we exist to serve the church and 
you are the church. 

Implicit in Dr. Money's statement is a promise both to 
be responsive and to be clear and forthright. Accord-

ingly, ACU, of which you are a part, has promised 
answers that are complete, precise, and definite. Tak
ing that promise at face value, I have the following 
questions (You perhaps think that this is not the ap
propriate forum for these questions. Others may assert 
that they should have been asked in a private commu
nication. I kindly suggest, however, that, when you 
published your article in public and Dr. Money deliv
ered his lecture publicly and later published it for the 
public in pamphlet form which was widely distribut
ed in the brotherhood, each of you invited public dis
cussion and forfeited the right to insist on private dis
cussion. Neither of you has limited your position to a 
private opinion.): 

First, why do you consider it lamentable that your 
fuller length articles on the importance of Bibli-
cal lament literature for the church (never) 
gained such a hearing, (and) that they, as well as 
other things (you) have written, have not even 
been factored into the equation of who (you are), 
what (you) believe, what is important to (you), 
and how (you) teach. 

Assuming that all of your other writings are sound, 
are you then entitled to deal loosely and irreverently 
with the doctrine of the virgin birth? Are you then 
entitled to refer to Mary, the mother of Jesus, as "an
other sexually questionable woman," after having 
placed her in the same company as Tamar, who played 
the prostitute, and Rahab the harlot? Do you contend 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Intellectual Honesty 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

H
onesty is basic to Christian faith. Religious 
phraseology used hypocritically insults 
God and man. Jesus demands that all who 

would follow him tell the truth, even when it is 
not convenient. 

Guile is wicked. Paul and his fellow mission
aries were shamefully treated at Philippi because 
their exhortation was "not of error, nor of un

cleanness, nor in guile" (1 Thess. 2:2-3). Peter mentions the guile
less speech of Jesus (1 Pet. 2:22). The imitators of Jesus are to 
"speak no guile" (1 Pet. 3: 1 0). 

Paul says he caught the Corinthians with guile (2 Cor. 12: 16), 
but he is obviously quoting a charge made against him by his ene
mies. His speech was spotless even when truth-telling exposed him 
to danger and possible death. 

We are outraged when people professing the highest scholarship 
use crooked words to disarm the innocent and take advantage of 
the naive. Simple honesty is a precondition of all scholarly work. 

It is shocking and discouraging to have people who occupy po
sitions of trust engage in deceptive strategies in the name of "sav
ing an institution." I stand amazed in the presence of godless tricks 
ventilated in the cause of Christian education. 

In recent letters addressed to Royce Money, president of Abilene 
Christian University; Jack Reese, chairman of the department of 
graduate Bible and ministry at ACU; and Ian Fair, dean of the Col
lege of Biblical Studies at ACU, fawn before the president, dimin
ish themselves, deceive the board, and insult a trusting brotherhood 
as they undertake the defense of the indefensible. 

The matter at issue, again, is the infamous Resner article deny
ing the virgin birth of the Son of God. In the November 1992 issue 
of Wines/..:ins magazine Andre Resner calls Matthew "sneaky" and 
says Mary was "another sexually questionable woman." Resner, an 
ACU professor, compares the virgin mother of the Lord to two adul
teresses and a prostitute. He asks, "Why should not Messiah be born 
of similar circwnstances?" 

Mary, knowing she was sexually pure and realizing that the fruit 
of her womb was the Immanuel spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, 
said, "From henceforth all generations shall call me blessed." There 



are exceptions, of course. Atheists, skeptics, and scorners call her a 
liar and her son illegitimate. Resner calls her "another sexually ques
tionable woman." 

When Resner is asked what he meant, he makes no reply. When 
he is asked why he said Matthew is "sneaky," he refuses to answer. 
He simply says he believes in the virgin birth. He balks at explain
ing how Mary was "another sexually questionable woman." 

Who questioned her sexual purity? 
Andre is silent. He pouts. His feelings are hw1:. How dare any

one question him and ask for an explanation? 
A statement from Resner, over the signature ofian A. Fair, says 

his article "was interpreted by some in ways which depart far be
yond my own intentions." Andre, we have asked you severCjl times 
to tell us how the blessed mother of Jesus was "another sexmilly 
questionable woman." We cannot read your intentions. We can read 
your words. 

Resner explains, according to the Fair statement, he was writing 
to those born after 1945. He did not realize that some of us born 
before 1945 would read the article. He claims that he wrote in a style 
and manner baby boomers would understand but that would offend 
older brothers and sisters. 

Several baby boomers have told me they understand "sexually 
questionable" to mean "sexually questionable." How odd! Another 
said that "sexually questionable" meant "sensually doubtful." His 
driver's license proved his post-1945 birth. Strange! He understands 
words mean what the dictionary says they mean. How dumb! Has 
he never heard of deconstructionism? 

After a diligent search, I could not find one baby boomer who 
thinks that "sexually questionable" means "virgin." Not one! Per-. 
haps Andre Resner will give us the name and address of a baby 
boomer who thinks differently. I would like to meet one. 

Resner also blames his "style of writing" for the misunderstand
ing. He says, "Some are even of the opinion that it is an inappropri
ate medium for the subject matter of the Bible." 

Yes, I think so, too. The subject matter of the Bible is not adapt
ed to the free-wheeling style of Picasso art. It ought to be considered 
soberly and seriously. After all, it has to do with eternity, which is 
no joking matter. 

Jack R. Reese, chairman of graduate Bible and ministry at ACU, 
wrote: 

I think I know something of his [Andre Resner's] heart .... An-
dre sees the mistake he has made and is grieved over it. ... He 
freely admits to error in judgment. ... Andre was naive .... He has 
considerable gifts and is loved and appreciated within the Col
lege of Biblical Studies even as we recognize the serious mis
takes he made in the publication of the article. 

Ian A. Fair, dean of the College of Biblical Studies at ACU, 
wrote to President Money as follows: 
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Churches of Christ are nowhere near the New 
Testament church of the first centwy .... Church
es of Christ need to be called back to our histor
ical roots in the Restoration Movement of the 
18th century in America .... When we in the 
College of Biblical Studies do this, some of our 
traditional brethren are very uncomfortable .... 
We challenge our movement to return to its bib
lical foundations .... I am presently working with 
the faculty to approach their activities with a 
greater degree of discretion .... I must add a com
ment regarding Andre Resner .... His views on 
the integrity of the Scriptures are impressive. In 
spite of his recent article in Wineskins, Andre has 
a depth about him rarely found in one so young. 
... He is the kind of young professor around 
which I am pleased to build our faculty in the 
future .... Once again my apologies for the diffi
cult situations that have surrounded the College 
of Biblical Studies in recent months. We are 
aware of this and are working to improve the 
university's political arena. 

Brother Fair obviously thinks the Resner article in 
Wineskins was shallow. He wants to call the church 
(our movement) back to its biblical foundations. Tell 
us, Professor Fair, what, precisely, do you have in 
mind? In what way are "Churches of Christ nowhere 
near the New Testament church of the first century"? 
Please be specific. 

Ian Fair thinks churches of Christ.are "nowhere 
near the church of the first century." Tell us, Dean, the 
exact difference between churches of Christ and the 
church of the frrst century. You specify love and mis
sionary zeal. Churches of the first century were told to 
abound yet more and more in these areas. What doc
trinal difference is there between churches of Christ 
and the church of the first century? Just name one dif
ference in teaching! Just one! 

Remember, this was written to enable the president 
of the university to have something to send to people 
who wrote to the school complaining about Resner's 
denying the virgin birth of Jesus. Fair did the best he 
could under the circumstances. 

Ian tells Royce that Andre's views on the integri
ty of the Scriptures are impressive. Does this include 
his nutty notion that Mary was another sexually objec
tionable woman? 

Honesty should have compelled Fair and Reese to 
say flatly that Resner is wrong in saying the mother of 
Jesus was "another sexually questionable woman." 
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Instead they try to put a spin on the Resner statement 
that will draw attention away from his blasphemous 
assertion. Fair admits that he is attempting to "improve 
the university's political arena." He thinks the whole 
question is political. We think it is a matter of integrity. 

Royce Money has written the following in various 
letters sent to several different people: 

I cannot tell you how distrustful and disgusted I 
am about the whole situation that Buster Dobbs 
has concocted ... Andre Resner did not deny the 
miraculous nature of the virgin birth of Christ. ... 
Granted, the article was not well written and so 
I make no defense of the article because I did not 
like it myself. However, Andre was trying to 
present the view of people around Mary and Jo
seph regarding the birth of Jesus .... Thank you 
for your letter expressing concern over Andre 
Resner's recent article in Wineskins. You are 
correct. This was not in the total picture a wise 
or well-written article .... Contrary to what you 
may believe, Brother Andre Resner did not deny 
the virgin birth in the recent Wineskins article. 
While I admit the article was poorly written and 
did not communicate well, ... he was trying to 
convey the common impression around Joseph 
and Mary .... As I mentioned above, he apparent
ly did this poorly .... I hasten to add that I hope 
you are not getting your information from the 
Firm Foundation . ... I will tell you with all the 
force I can muster that what Buster Dobbs said 
about Professor Andre Resner is a lie .... You will 
have to make up your mind whether to believe 
Buster Dobbs or me; you cannot do both .... I 
plead with you to quit believing what you read in 
the Firm Foundation and start believing what I 
am telling you .... 

Cant is at work when a person tells you out of one 
side of his mouth that the Resner article was poorly 
written and out of the other side of his mouth that 
Resner is a brilliant scholar. When confusion reigns, 
honesty is sacrificed. 

Jack Reese, Ian Fair, Royce Money, and Bill 
Young, public relations man at ACU, all say that the 
Resner article is bumbling and fumbling ... poorly 
written ... and embarrassing . .. and disgraceful. Still, 
they want you to send your kids to him to be instructed 
- because he is bright! 

Resner's final pitiful plea is that he was trying to 
present Mary's "predicament" as the perception of the 
people of Nazareth at the time of the "virgin" birth. 
We have the testimony of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 



John and not one of them says the people ofNazareth 
thought Jesus was the illegitimate son of Mary. No, 
not one! Luke says Jesus was commonly supposed to 
be the son of Joseph (Luke 3:23). When Jesus taught 
in Nazareth, the people were astonished and said, "Is 
not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called 
Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joseph, and Si
mon, and Judas?" (Matt. 13:55). 

The Law of Moses required that an illegitimate son 
be banned from the temple; yet not one single Jewish 
authority ever denied Jesus access to the temple on the 
grounds that his mother was "another sexually ques
tionable woman." 

Resner displays his biblical illiteracy, if he claims 
the perception of the people of the first century was 
that Jesus was born of fornication. It simply isn't so! 

Whatever happened to intellectual honesty? 
Resner, like Woody Allen, has a difficult time under
standing that he is wrong! He may even have a prob
lem understanding that anything is wrong. 

One nationally-known educator wrote: 
It is important to have self esteem - but for the 
right reasons. The concept of it that is currently 
fashionable in education circles, however, is ex
traordinarily naive. When combined with equally 
simplistic notions about choices, it can easily 
lead a youngster to the conclusion that his choic
es can never be wrong. In Coulson's words, 'If 
I'm really quite wonderful, ... then whatever I 
decide must be wonderful, too.' Within the lim
ited framework of affected education, it would 
be a reasonable conclusion to make. In the end 
everything is subjective. There are no standards 
outside the self to which to repair-- no 'right or 
wrong answers.' One's feelings must be one's 
guide (Why Johnny Can't Tell Right from 
Wrong, by William Kilpatrick, page 42). 

Here is another quotation worth repeating: 
There is a rising tide of liberalism in the 

church today. Some liberals are very open about 
their modernistic beliefs and practices and are 
avowedly intent on 'restructuring' the church. 
Others are modernistic in their tendencies and 
sympathies simply because they have let them
selves be ruled by subjectivism (which is the 
spirit of our time) without having thought criti
cally about the issues involved .... 

One of the great dangers of liberalism is its 
inherent dishonesty! False teachers in genera
tions past would exclude themselves from the 
fellowship of the faithful people of God and seek 

to destroy the truth by a frontal assault. But not 
so with the liberals. They go about their insidi
ous work of destruction from within .... 

It is time that Christians generally know what 
is going on in the church. It is time for the marks 
of apostasy to be pointed out so that false breth
ren can be recognized and dealt with according 
to Scripture (Rubel Shelly, Gospel Advocate, 
July 13, 1972). 

"Buy the truth and sell it not!" 
11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77070 
Fp 

Did you miss the 

Dobbs-no Debate 
A discussion on the deity of Jesus 

that took place at Portland, Texas, 
on June 6-9, 1993? 

Farrell Till, atheist, 
of Canton, Illinois 

• • • 
Buster Dobbs, believer, 

of Houston, Texas 

The degrading nature of atheism 
was clearly shown 
by brother Dobbs. 

Now available on tape! 

See and hear the debate 
on video tapes. 

8 hours for $25.00 plus shipping 
••• 

Bear the debate on audio tapes. 
8 hours for $16.00 plus shipping 

Order from 
Firm Foundation 
P .0. Box 210876 

Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
1-800-572-3619 

August 1993 5 
Flrm Foundation 



An Open Letter to Andre Resner 
(continued from page 1) 

that you should not be criticized for teaching error 
because you have taught truth most of the time? Do 
you give 100' s to your students who have answered 
only 90 percent of the test questions correctly? Are 
there not basic concepts in your classes that a student 
must understand correctly to get a passing grade at all? 

Second, you state that ''the charges that (you) deny 
the virgin birth of Jesus and do not believe in the in
spiration of the Bible grieve (you) deeply." You assert 
that you do ''believe in the divinity of Jesus, the virgin 
birth, and the inspjration of the Holy Scriptures." 
Many who have read "Christmas at Matthew's House" 
can surely be excused for having difficulty in harmo
nizing that statement with your article. It does not help 
that you say that you believe in the "divinity" and "de
ity" interchangeably. Surely a scholar of your stature 
recognizes the differences between the two and can 
use them without ambiguity, especially when apolo
gizing for your prior lack of clarity. Is it enough for 
you to say, "You misunderstood me," when you tell us 
only to whom you. were speaking and why you chose 
the method used, but you fail to state clearly what you 
meant to say? "Orthotalksy," as the use of orthodox 
language in an unbiblical way has come to be called, 
is an ever-present danger. It is used more and more by 
those who want to dress their language in wool until 
the sheep have been lulled to sleep. Surely those who 
have read "Christmas at Matthew's House" may be 
excused for making an honest request for a fuller ex
plication of both what you meant by "Christmas at 
Matthew's House" and what you mean by the "divin
ity of Jesus, the virgin birth, and the inspiration of 
Holy Scriptures." If it is your position that no one has 
a right to question you, even though you have assumed 
the position of one who teaches the children of the 
church, just say so. If it is your position that, if ques
tioned, you, as a teacher supported in part by brother
hood gifts, have no obligation to respond, just say so. 
Since you recognize that you made a "mistake" in 
"giving no thought to anyone outside your target 
group" ("baby-boomers" and "baby-busters"), and 
since you lament the misunderstanding of this non-tar-
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get group, isn't it at least appropriate to state clearly 
your position on these misunderstood matters so that 
the misunderstanding can be eliminated? 

Third, you state that "as a proclaimer of the Word, 
in both speech and print, (you) attempt to frame (your) 
words in such a way that the Word of God may gain 
a hearing." Dr. Resner, what message was "Christmas 
at Matthew's House" framed to convey? Why was it 
necessary to use the language chosen to frame that 
message? Did you want your target audience to hear 
what you wrote or to read between the lines and hear 
something different? 

Fourth, you describe your target audience as 
''baby-boomers" and ''baby-busters." You add, "I have 
found this form of writing allows this segment of our 
culture to receive the message in a way that allows 
them to engage the Gospel afresh." There is nothing 
wrong with recognizing your audience and using an 
approach designed especially for them. In fact, it is the 
better part of wisdom. However, while the method 
may be adjusted to the audience, the message may not. 
Dr. Resner, is the message, the Gospel, changeable 
depending upon the audience? Is there one power to 
save for the "boomers" and the "busters" and another 
for the rest? And please pardon if, in this context, more 
questions are asked- of what do you believe the gos
pel consists; what do you believe is necessary for one 
to become a child of God; is the church of Christ a de
nomination; and of what or whom does the church of 
Christ consist? Please forgive such basic questions, but 
you are teaching our children. 

Fifth, you assert that you ''take (your) task as min
ister of the Word more seriously than (you) take any
thing else in the world." You should be commended 
for this. Since this is so, should we not expect you to 
answer these questions and to speak plainly in doing 
so? Should you fail to do so, can we believe your as
sertion about the seriousness with which you take your 
task as a minister of the Word? You may rationalize 
that these questions come from a source that you can 
and should ignore. No doubt you can. Hopefully you 
will not conclude that only you are to be considered as 



honest and of good motive. Forgive me, Dr. Resner, 
for what you may consider to be impertinence. But 
please, please, answer the questions for the sake of the 
children you teach and their parents who have sincere 
questions and doubts about your position! 

Sixth, you assert: 

Messengers must make choices for the ways in 
which they will package the message in the var
ious contexts in which they find themselves. I 
now know that the packaging of th is word 
caused unforeseen [sic] and unnecessary grief on 
the part of many and unfortunately served to 
obscure rather than reveal the Word. 

Dr. Resner, please listen. Use any color of paper 
and ribbon you wish. We are long past the stage where 
we love the paper and the ribbon more than the gift. 
Just don't alter the content of the package. Would you 
please explain why your language does not alter both 
the nature of Jesus and his message? None of us will 
ultimately answer to any man - only to him who do
eth all things well. In the meantime, however, we must 
be ready to give an answer to every man that asketh a 
reason for the hope that is in us with meekness and 
fear. Dr. Resner, we are asking. Will you answer? 

Seventh, you conclude: 

Before God, before you (Dr. Money) and ACU 
and its Board ofTrustees I ask for not only your 
forgiveness, but yours [sic] and the Board's 
prayers as I seek to serve God and minister His 
Word. 

Your words are words of regret. While they ap
pear to express distress only over the embarrassment 
to ACU, that may be only because that is the audience 
to which you were writing. You should not be criti
cized for a letter written for a specific purpose and 
made public by another. You should not be lashed to 
a whipping post until you scream, "Mea culpa." You 
should, however, be held accountable for your lan
guage. You should address the concerns of the audi
ence that even you admit it was a mistake to ignore. If 
you truly believe it was a mistake, you will want to 
rectify it. You are kindly urged to do so. 

Last, but not least, Dr. Resner, rest assured that 
countless prayers have ascended on behalf of you, 
ACU, and its board, as well as for those who question 
either the wisdom or soundness of "Christmas at Mat
thew's House." While you may feel that your ques
tioners have used methods and language with which 

you do not agree, you, of all people (taking your apol
ogy at face value), should be able to understand that 
words don't always come out right. If "do(ing) any
thing to hinder the hearing of the Word is (indeed 
your) greatest fear," as you write in your apology, you 
will not sit silently. All agree with you that "the Word 
of God yearns to be heard, and God desires messen
gers to faithfully deliver it." It is our earnest desire and 
prayer that we may join with you in that effort. 
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Pack of Lies 5 
"Life Came to Be by Mere Chance" 

By Lindell Mitchell 

America is currently divided over crucial issues. 
The side we take will influence the moral direc
tion of the nation. It is inipossible to be neutral. 

We are part of the stream of ideas and must make our 
choice at the great divide. 

The evolution/creation conflict is just such a 
divide. At stake is the question of whether we have a 
foundation for morality and meaning in the world, or 
whether we must accept a life of chaos and despair. 

If man is no more than a biological accident pro
duced by chance chemical reactions, it is impossible to 
distinguish between right and wrong. However, if God 
is responsible for creation and man's presence in it, 
then moral behavior and the search for meaning can 
lead to a satisfying conclusion. 

When humanists and other atheists seek to explain 
man's origin, they must accept evolutionary doctrines 
because they have already rejected God. In evolution
ary theory one discovers that man ascended from low
er animals. It is argued that man differs from other 
animals in quality but not in kind. In other words, he 
is simply an animal who happens to be more intelli
gent than other animals. 

The exalted position God gave to man is dashed by 
the grim realization that man is simply an animal try
ing to find his way in a world devoid of transcendent 
values. With one hand the humanist exalts man; with 
the other he drags him to the muck with worms! 

Some "scholars" have vainly attempted to com
bine a belief in God with evolution. They contend that 
God started the process of creation and set up the laws 
that continue to drive evolution. This view is called 
"theistic evolution." It is inconsistent and wrong. If 
evolution can do what it claims, God is not needed. 

Today the theory of evolution is falling apart. 
Though the man on the street may not lmow it, evolu
tionary theory is being steadily dismantled through 
modern discoveries. Dr. Paul LeMoine is quoted as 
saying, "Evolution is a fairy tale for adults." 
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Despite their great swelling words, evolutionists 
are still unable to provide answers to crucial questions: 

• What is the origin of life? 
• What is the origin of intellect? 
• What is the origin of conscience? 
• How did the lowly, single-cell animal elevate it

self into a higher life form? 
• How did life change itself from cold-blooded to 

warm-blooded? 
• How did sexless life, in the beginning, create sex 

and why? 
• How did the single cell evolve into cells of fish, 

fowl, animal, and man, all of which are different? 
• How did matter create the idea of spirit? 
• Why do we not have any record of any missing 

link between animal and man? 
The question of origins is philosophical. Evolu

tionists should admit that their theory cannot be sub
stantiated by the tools of empirical investigation. Evo
lution is a lie. and a preposterous one at that! If you 
want to learn of the origin of life, turn to the first two 
chapters of the book of Genesis in your Bible. God's 
Word stands unscathed; let no man shake your faith 
with something as patently false as the theory of evo
lution. 
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The Heavens Declare God's Glory 
By Wayne Jackson 

P salm 19 is one of the memorable composi
tions in that collection of 150 inspired songs 
of praise that adorns the pages of the Old 

Testament. According to the superscription, it is a 
psalm of David. The superscriptions are not inspired, 
but they do reflect an ancient conviction. One might 
surmise that this psalm recalls the awe David expe
rienced while observing the stars during those nights 
he worked as a shepherd lad. The song very naturally 
falls into three sections: ( 1) God has abstractly re
vealed himself in nature (1-6). (2) Jehovah has con
cretely made himself known by vt;rbal communica
tion, i.e., his Law (7-10). (3) The practical value of 
the Law is to regulate human activity (11-14). 

In this article, we wish to discuss three implica
tions of the initial portion of this psalm, namely, the 
testimony of the heavens to the Creator. Consider the 
following: (1) The heavenly splendor declares the 
existence of a Maker. (2) The magnificent universe 
asserts the power of God. (3) The intricacies of the 
heavenly mechanisms affirm the wisdom of the Di
vine Mind. 

The Heavens and the Existence of God 
Where did the universe come from? Every 

thoughtful person has pondered this query. Actual
ly, there are but three possible explanations for the 
existence of the universe: 

1. Some speculate that the universe has existed 
forever. This view is not consistent with the known 
facts of science. One of the most widely recognized 
laws of science is the Second Law of Thermody
namics. This law suggests that whenever matter is 
changed from one form to another, its potential for 
work is always decreased. Energy transfer is a de
generative process. The universe is growing old; it is 
wearing out. One of the implications of the Second 
Law is this - at some point in the past the universe 
had a beginning. It is thus not eternal. Dr. Robert 
Jastrow, one of the nation's most respected scien
tists, and an agnostic, has written, "Modern science 
denies an eternal existence to the universe" (Jastrow, 

Robert, Until the Sun Dies [New York: Warner Books, 
1977], p. 15). 

2. The current atheistic speculation is that the uni
verse created itself from nothing. Edward Tryon, profes
sor of physics at the City University of New York, 
wrote, "In 1973, I proposed that our universe had been 
created spontaneously from nothing (ex nihilo) as are
sult of established principles of physics." He went on to 
suggest that "our universe had its physical origin as a 
quantum fluctuation of some pre-existing true vacuum, 
or state of nothingness" (Tryon, Edward, New Scientist 
[March 8, 1984 ], pp. 14-15). If you understand that state
ment, do not boast about it! It makes no sense whatso
ever. There is absolutely no scientific basis for such a 
wild hypothesis. If matter has the ability to create itself 
from nothing, there should be some evidence that mat
ter is being created. But there is no evidence of this. The 
First Law of Thermodynamics, in fact, asserts that matter 
is not being created. It is therefore perfectly reasonable 
to conclude that matter cannot make itself, and thus the 
universe is not self-created 

3. The only remaining logical conclusion is this: the 
universe was created by something, or someone, other 
than itself. Since the universe is characterized by order/ 
design, and since design implies intelligence, it is reason
able to acknowledge that an intelligent someone was 
responsible for the birth of the cosmic community of 
which we are a part. The "Bible reveals that the someone 
is God. 

The Heavens and the Power of God 
The power of the Creator is seen in the vastness of 

the great universe which he fashioned. Though its lim
its have not been measured, it is estimated that the uni
verse may be some 20 billion light years from ''border to 
border." That is actually the distance that light would 
travel-in 20 billion years at the speed of 186,000 miles 
per second. This is really beyond our comprehension. 

The sun is our nearest star. It is 93 million miles 
from earth. Do you know how far away our next-near
est star-neighbor is? Suppose we attempted to draw a 
crude map of the universe on a blackboard. Let us place 
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a dot in the center of the board. This will represent the 
earth. One inch away, we will place another dot. This 
will represent the sun. Our map scale will be: I inch= 
93 million miles. If we wanted to place yet another 
dot, identifying our next-nearest star, the blackboard 
would need to be four and one-half miles long! Re
member, each inch of that distance would represent 93 
million miles. If we desired to extend our map just to 
the center of our own "little" star-community, the 
Milky Way galaxy, the blackboard would need to be 
25 thousand miles long, each inch of the way being the 
equivalent of 93 million miles. It is an understatement 
to suggest that the universe is "vast." 

It is a fact of human experience that when some
thing becomes commonplace, it ceases to retain its 
mystery, its enchantment. The curious human mind 
will never lose its fascination with the sublime uni
verse. We will ever be challenged to contemplate the 
power of him who made it all. Dr. Arthur Harding, in 
his textbook on astronomy, asked: 

Who can study the science of astronomy and 
contemplate the star-lit heavens with a knowl
edge of the dimensions of the celestial bodies, 
their movements and their enormous distances, 
without bowing his head in reverence to the 
power that brought this universe into being and 
safely guides its individual members? (Harding, 
Arthur M., Astronomy [New York: Garden City 
Publishing Co., 1940], p. 386). 

The Heavens and the Wisdom of God 
The wisdom of the Creator is evinced in the bril

liant precision characteristic of the Cosmos. Incidental
ly, kosmos (order), is the name the Greeks gave to the 
universe. They perceived that it was like a great ma
chine. Balbus, a Stoic philosopher, asked, "Can one 
behold heaven, and contemplate what passes there, 
without discerning with all possible evidence, that it is 
governed by a supreme divine intelligence?" (Cited in: 
Rollin, Charles, Ancient History [Cincinnati: Apple
gate & Co., 1854], Vol. 2, p. 580). We live in a uni
verse, not a multi-verse! Jeremiah was quite deliberate 
and accurate when spoke of the "ordinances" of the 
heavens (31 :35). 

Consider the mechanics of our own solar system. 
The earth is spinning on its axis at the rate of a thou
sand miles per hour (at the equator). In addition, it is 
traveling in an elliptical orbit around the sun at the 
speed of 72 thousand miles an hour. It takes 365~ 
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days to make a complete trip. As the earth makes its 
way along its charted orbital route, the course is slight
ly altered- one-ninth of an inch every eighteen miles. 
If the alteration were as much as one-eighth of an inch, 
we would swing so close to the sun that we would 
bum up. If the curvature was as slight as one-tenth of 
an inch, we would be so far out in space as to freeze 
(Science Digest [January/February 1981], p. 124). 
Someone programmed it just right! 

In addition to the intricacies of our own planetary 
system, the entire solar system (the sun with its nine 
planets, moons, etc.) is moving in a giant orbit within 
the Milky Way galaxy. It is estimated that we are be
ing propelled through space at the speed of approxi
mately 600 thousand miles per hour. It is remarkable 
that David spoke of the sun going in "his circuit" 
(19:6) according to the divine scheme of things. 

Why these heavenly bodies behave the way they 
do remains a mystery. Great Britain's premier astron
omer, Sir James Jeans, was correct a few years back 
when he suggested: 

The ultimate realities of the universe are at 
present beyond the reach of science, and may 
be -and probably are - forever beyond the 
comprehension of the human mind. It is a priori 
probable that only the artist can understand the 
full significance of the picture he has painted, 
and that this will remain for ever impossible for 
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a few specks of paint on the canvas (Jeans, 
James Sir, The Universe Around Us [New York: 
The Macmillan Co., 1929], p. 318). 

When we survey skies on a clear night, and reflect 
upon the existence, power, and wisdom of the grand 
Architect of the universe, surely we must ponder, as 
David did elsewhere, "What is man, that thou art mind
ful of him? And the son of man that thou hast visited 
him?" (Psa. 8:4). With Paul we acknowledge, "For the 
invisible things of him since the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that 
are made, even his everlasting power and divinity; that 
they may be without excuse" (Rom. 1 :20). 

3906 East Main St. 
Stockton, CA 95215 

Cd15'G 

(Editor's note: We are in debt to Wayne Jackson 
for this excellent, thought-provoking article. Brother 
Jackson publishes a "joumal of Biblical studies. " The 
four-page journal is a monthly paper and can be or
dered at a cost of$3.00 per year by writing to: Chris
tian Courier, 3906 E. Main St., Stockton, CA 95215. 
Wayne Jackson along with Bert Thompson and others 
also produces a six-page monthly paper dealing with 
Christian evidences entitled, Reason & Revelation. 
The subscription rate is $5.00 per year and can be 
ordered from Apologetics Press, Inc., 230 Landmark 
Dr., Montgomery, AL 36117-2752. Tire Firm Founda
tion is pleased to recommend both of these fine publi
cations. We also thank brethren Jackson and Thomp
son for the valuable service they render to the church 
-Dobbs.) FF 

Midwestern 
School of Preaching 

0 2-year course of study 
0 Study entire Bible text r.->'";, .. 
o Practical and fow1dational fields ~-~~/.. ._~'\ 

fully covered -:;,:· ("/'!'"~.' } 
o Wives program ~- I \J·l 
o Annual evangelistic campaigns \~; / 
o Yearly sludenl lcclureship in June o.c:~' 
o Located in metropolitan Kansas Cily 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 796-6988 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Sugar C r eek, MO 64054 

THE SECOND ANNUAL 
TRUTH FOR THE WORLD MISSION FORUM 

August 27-29, 1993 

Knight Arnold Church of Christ 

4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, TN 3R II R 

(901) 363-3330 

Friday, August 27 

7:00 p.m ...... Congregational Singing 
Led by Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 

7:30 p.m ...... "Bringing in the Sheaves" 
B. J. Barr 

Saturday, August 28 

9:00 a.m ...... "Bringing in the Sheaves in Ghana" 
Ted Wheeler 

I 0:00 a.m ...... "Bringing in the Sheaves in Russia" 
Billy Bland and David Jones 

II :00 a.m ...... "Bringing in the Sheaves in Thailand" 
Dorsey T raw 

12:00 p.m ...... Lunch served by the Knight Arnold ladies 

I :00 p.m ...... Panel Discussion 
Billy Bland, Dorsey Traw, 
B. J. Barr, Ted Wheeler 

5:00 p.m ...... Mission Appreciation Dinner 
Honoring Ed and Lina Crookshank 

for 30 years of service in Zambia and rhe Solllh Pacific 
John Hall and Keith Besson- Speakers 

7:00 p.m ...... Congregational Singing 
Led by Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 

7:30 p.m ... ... "Bringing in the Sheaves in the South Pacific" 
Ed C rookshank 

Sunday, August 29 

9:30 a.m ... ... "Harvesters of the Past" 
Rod Rutherford 

I 0:30 a.m ...... "Bringing in the Sheaves in China" 
John G rubb 

6:00 p.m . ..... "Bringing in rhc Sheaves Using the fv!cdia" 
Jim Dearman 
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Woodroof Wept 
By Eric Brinn Hall 

0 ne cannot help feeling sorry for James Wood
roof. The distressing experience he describes 
on pages 48-49 of his book, The Church in 

Transition, was almost more than he could endure. Ap
parently he had the misfortune of watching a "well
intentioned but ill-equipped" member of the Lord's 
church read several passages from the King James ver
sion of the Bible on the Phil Donahue show. Needless 
to say, Phil and James were quite embarrassed. Indeed, 
as Woodroof describes in his book, he actually wept as 
God's Word was read because such quotations from an 
"out-of-date" translation may have left the impression 
with Phil's audience that the church of Christ is unpre
pared for the times in which we are living. How sad! 
Perhaps if this "ill-equipped" Christian had left his Bi
ble at home, Woodroofs throes of despair would have 
been avoided. One can only imagine the fit of weeping 
that would have ensued had Woodroof witnessed Jesus' 
encounter with Satan in the wilderness. There, too, 
Scripture was quoted to counter the powers of darkness. 

Instead of weeping as God's Word was read on na
tional television, Woodroof might have recalled or read 
Isaiah 55:10-11: 

For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eat
er: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth; it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I p lease, and it shall pros
per in the thing whereto I sent it. 

God's Word is powerful. His people do not weep 
when it is read; they rejoice. If Jesus quoted Scripture 
to repel Satan, then it is certainly permissible to quote 
God's Word in response to a question on the Phil 
Donahue show. Instead of rejoicing, however, Wood
roofwept. He was not alone. Undoubtedly Satan also 
wept since both he and Donahue had j ust been 
skewered by the sword of Truth. 

Woodroof s weeping and ranting, however, are not 
entirely worthless. Indeed, his tirade reminds us how 
easy it is to sit safely on the sideline and hurl abuse at 
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those actively engaged on the field of battle. In the 
20th chapter of Deuteronomy, God told his people 
how to prepare for war. The laws he gave for physi
cal battle may be applied to our spiritual battle as 
well. Consider, for example, the eighth verse: 

"What man is there that is fearful and faintheart
ed? Let him go and return unto his house, lest his 
brethren's heart faint as well as his heart." 

In short, cowardice is contagious. We don't need 
cowards on the battlefield. The spiritual coward has 
always been the curse of the church. So many of us 
today talk a good fight but are unwilling to engage the 
enemy. If Jesus had fought the way we often do, then 
we would remain dead in our sins and without hope. 
Instead, Jesus fought our battle and continued to fight 
even after we deserted him and fled. He faced the 
angry crowd alone. He suffered the death that we de
serve. Unlike our worldly leaders, he does not send 
his people to fight a war that he avoids. He is there 
with us and faces every danger by our side. His sol
diers are anything but ill-equipped ! They are 
equipped with the sword of the Spirit. Indeed, they 
are equipped with the whole armor of God. 

What then does it say about us if we are unwill
ing to stand up for him in even the simplest matters? 
What does it say about us if we remain silent while 
the world takes his name in vain and ridicules his lov
ing sacrifice? What does it say about us if we remain 
idle while false teachers lead vast numbers of his 
once-loyal forces away into darkness? What does it 
say about us if for the sake of our own comfort and 
convenience, we quietly continue to support congre
gations whose leaders are corrupt and whose teachers 
are fa lse? Our Lord and Savior deserves better than 
that. Our Lord and Savior demands better than that. 
He commands us to "Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate." He has no need for double 
agents. His soldiers must be loyal and true. 

Those who will not fight the good fight of faith 
should leave the battlefield lest their cowardice spread 
and infect others. Jesus has no desire for lukewarm 



followers. One who is unwilling to take up his own 
cross is not worthy to bear the name of the one who 
died on that cross. If we fight on every front except 
those unpopular or those not "politically correct," we 
are no better than traitors. Martin Luther observed: 

If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest 
exposition every portion ofthe truth of God ex
cept precisely that little point which the world 
and the devil are at that moment attacking, I am 
not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be 
professing Christ. Where the battle rages, there 
the loyalty of the soldier is proved, and to be 
steady on all the battle front besides, is merely 
flight and disgrace if he flinches at that point. 

But here we have come fu ll circle back to the weep
ing Woodroof. It is we who should weep. We weep for 
congregations led by men who do not know, or worse, 
do not care to know the Word of God. We weep for all 
who have placed their faith and trust in the wisdom of 
men. We weep for all who seek the praise of men in
stead of the praise of God. We weep for all who have 
betrayed and denied our Lord through cowardly inac
tion and silence. We weep for all enemies of the cross 
of Christ whose god is their belly, who g lory in their 
shame, and who set their minds on earthly things. 

And yet we also rejoice. We rejoice that amid all 
of the confusion and division, the one true church of 
Jesus Christ continues to worship and serve him as it 
has from its beginning. We rejoice that we have been 
given the living and active Word of God with which 
to fight the rulers of the darkness of this world. Were
joice when men speak evil of us for his sake. For in the 
midst of a vast multitude of "Christians," there are 
some for whom the way is narrow, some who are 
hated by all, some who have been put out of the 
"synagogues," and some whose murder would be re
garded as a service to God. That is, among those who 
are called Christians there are a few who actually fol
low Christ and experience the persecution he told his 
followers to expect. For these we rejoice. 

There are no cowardly Christians. Courage is a 
requirement for the job. As Bonhoeffer reminds us, 
when Christ calls a man, he bids him to come and die. 
Unless we take up our cross and follow him to death, 
we cannot one day lay aside that cross and follow him 
to life. 7750 Walnut Hill Lane #3107 

Dallas, TX 75230 

(Editor's note: Bravo!- Dobbs.) 

13th Annual St. Louis Area-wide Lectureship 
Help for the Family 

September 16-18, 1993 
Thursday, September 16 

6:30 p.m . ........ ....... ..................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ....................... ....... ....... Your Marriage Can Be Great .... ...................................... James Watkins 
8:00 p.m . .................................... False Ideas for Marriage ................ ......... ....... ................. Terry M. Hightower 

Friday, September 17 
6:30 p.m ..................................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m . .................................... Destruction of Divorce and How to Prevent It .......... ....... David Sa in 
8:00 p.m . .... ....... .............. ........... The Ideal Home .......... .... ................................................ Winford Claiborne 

Saturday, September 18 
9:00 a.m ................................. .... Beauty of the Home ................... ..................................... Winford Claiborne 

The Christian Wife (Ladies only) ......... ................ ............ Foye Watkins 
9:50 a.m ... .. ................................ Moral Issues Facing the Home .................. .. ................... Terry M. Hightower 

The Christian Mother (Ladies only) ........................ ....... .. Foye Watkins 
10:30 a.m ... ............ ..... ................. Break for refreshments 
11 :00 a.m ..... ................................ Marriage- Love God and One Another ........................ James Watkins 
11 :45 a.m ............... ..... ......... ........ What Is the World Doing to Our Families? ......... ............. David Sa in 
12:30 p.m ........ ....... ....... ............... Final comments and dismissal 

All lectures will be held at 
West End Church of Christ • 9350 Natural Bridge Rd. • St. Louis, MO 63134 

The lectureship has been planned in cooperation by various churches of Christ in the St. Louis area. 
For additional information contact 

David B. McElwain • c/o Godfrey Church of Chr ist • 6412 Humbert Rd. • Godfrey, IL 62035 • (618) 466-4081 
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Inerrancy 
By John W McGarvey 

January 21, 1899 

A brother in a distant state sends me the follow
ing clipping from the Saturday Post and asks 
me to say what I think of it: 
Religious precisianists have received quite a 
shock by the public declaration of the learned Dr. 
Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, that he had 
no doubt there were inaccuracies in the Old 
Testament narratives, 'though the writers told 
the truth as far as they knew it. ' On being asked 
if the archbishop had really made the statement, 
his chaplain replied that His Grace had been 
correctly reported, that he was sincere in his 
opinion, and that he referred those who diffe;:ed 
with him to 2 Samuel 24:13 and I Chronicles 
21:12 as samples. 

In these two narratives of the divine message given 
to the prophet Gad for delivery unto David, the first 
speaks of the famine as being of seven years' duration, 
and the second as of three years'. Both agree on the 
length of the flight and pestilence. 

If any "religious precisianists," a new name for 
somebody, received "quite a shock" from the archbish
op's public declaration, it must have been because they 
did not know the gentleman, or because they have the 
impression that what an archbishop says must be so. 
There are some people so full of reverence for lofty 
titles as not to know that sometimes very incompetent 
men attain to high dignities in hierarchical churches. 

Dr. Temple, however, is a man of high rank as a 
scholar. He was exalted to the archbishopric of Canter
bury, the highest dignity in the Church of England, 
some two or three years ago, but not without very de
cided dissatisfaction on the part of a vast number of 
conservative members of that church. So decided was 
this dissatisfaction that a man who had a voice in the 
convocation raised a public protest against his ordina
tion in the midst of the services - a protest unprece
dented, I believe, on such an occasion. No one, then, 
who knows him could be surprised, and much less 
could he be shocked, at such an utterance as the pre-
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ceding from his lips, or even an utterance much more 
radical than this. 

The incident is not specially worthy of notice in 
itself, but it serves as a good introduction to some re
marks I wish to make on the subject of the inerrancy 
of the Bible. Let me commence by saying that no man 
of any intelligence has ever claimed that the Bible, as 
we now read it, is without errors. It has been known by 
every man who ever wrote or read a commentary 
worth calling such, that the Bible contains many errors 
of transcription. They have been a subject of remark 
by Christian writers from the time of Origen and 
Irenaeus of the second century till the present time; for 
textual criticism, which has to do with the detection 
and correction of such errors, is one of the oldest 
branches of Christian learning. Origen's H ecapla, 
which contained in parallel columns the Hebrew of the 
Old Testament, the same spelt in Greek letters and four 
Greek translations, was intended to present the state of 
the Old Testament text at the close of the second 
Christian century. If it were extant now, it would be 
worth more than its weight in gold, though it was one 
of the largest volumes ever written. 

In view of these well-known facts, when a man of 
Archbishop Temple's intelligence speaks flippantly of 
errors in the Bible, referring only to those which may 
be fairly classed with errors of transcription, he speaks 
in a way to mislead the people. For when any man of 
intelligence on the subject affirms the inerrancy of the 
Scriptures, he refers to these writings as they came 
from the hands of their authors, and not as they have 
come through the hands of uninspired copyists. In the 
Scriptures as thus defmed, no man has yet successfully 
made out a single error in fact or in thought. This may 
appear to some who are ever ready to invalidate histor
ical statements of the Old Testament, or to learnedly 
make reference to the "rabbinical" reasoning of Paul, 
as a reckless assertion. If so, I shall esteem it a favor 



if someone of them will attempt to show one or two of 
these errors. There are some men who throw out, in an 
oracular manner, deliverance unfriendly to the Bible, 
but never feel called upon, when their oracles are 
called in question, to defend them. A goose will try to 
protect the eggs which she has laid, but the ostrich is 
said to leave hers to the fate that may await them. The 
latter is regarded as the more unnatural way, and it has 
even been called a foolish way. However, the men 
who thus affect to leave their eggs to take care of 
themselves are not always as little concerned about 
them as they affect to be; for while they dare not come 
out openly in defense of their offspring, they some
times resort to ''ways that are dark and tricks that are 
queer." 

But I must pay my respects to Dr. Temple's spec
ification. He selects as an example of error in the 
Bible the evident contradiction between 2 Samuel and 
1 Chronicles as to the number of years of famine pro
posed as a punishment of David. Now, Dr. Temple 
knows very well that the book of Samuel, as we now 
have it, was in existence long before the book of 
Chronicles was written. There is no difference be
tween believing and unbelieving critics on this point. 
While the author of Chronicles was writing, he had the 
books of Samuel and of Kings before him. He accept
ed these books, as did all of his Jewish contemporar
ies, as the writings of inspired prophets. Is it then 
credible that in writing of the same events he would 
deliberately substitute for what he found in his author
ities contradictory statements of his own? It is just as 
credible as that an honest man at the present day, in 
writing a careful account of a scriptural transaction, 
would do the same. If there had been nothing else to 
deter him, he would have been deterred by the certain
ty that his countrymen would reject his book and thus 
bring his work to nought. 

Again, is it credible that, if this error, and many 
others now in Chronicles with which Dr. Temple is 
familiar, and which he could have specified as easily, 
had been in the first edition of the book of Chronicles, 
the Jews of that age, who are represented by our new 
school of critics as being worshippers of the Scrip
tures, would have allowed it a place in their sacred 
canon? I believe that every fair-minded man who will 
stop to reflect will answer these questions in the neg
ative. On the other hand, is it credible that in the course 

of the ages after this book of Chronicles was written, 
and before the stringent rules which in the fifth centwy 
of our era governed Jewish copyists were in force, 
many mistakes were made in copying, especially mis
takes in numerals, the very class of mistakes even now 
most commonly made by compositors in our printing 
offices? No man of intelligence will say that this is in
credible. On the contrary, all agree that nothing short 
of miraculous supervision of the scribes while at their 
work could have prevented the occurrence of many 
such mistakes. When, therefore, such mistakes are 
found, who deals honestly, or, if you please, scientif
ically, with these writings, he who ascribes the mis
takes to the transcribers, or he who ascribes them to 
the original writer? If I were charged with all the mis
takes which appear in my articles almost every week 
and which have appeared in the first editions of all the 
books that I have published, I would esteem it a very 
great hardship; and if I were guilty of them I think that 
I would write no more till I could go to school a few 
more sessions. Why visit upon the heads of the holy 
men who wrote the Bible a hardship which no modem 
writer could bear with patience? Somebody will have 
to give account for this mistreatment of the men who 
wrote "the living oracles." 

John W. McGarvey, deceased 

(Editor's note: The above article is reprinted be
cause there seems to be a growing number of misin-
formed people who suppose there were contradictions 
in the ~~original" manuscripts of the Bible. Also, some 
do not understand that 11Copyists" or translators were 
not inspired, but the original writers were inspired. 
There is no ttinspired" translation of the ~~original" 

manuscripts. Finally, I liked brother McGarvey s illus
tration of goose eggs and ostrich eggs. We have a few 
goose-type fellows in the church who are treating their 
eggs like an ostrich does. They udare not come out 
openly in defense of their offspring. "Do we have any 
man on any high and holy hill who will publicly defend 
the claim that the mother of Jesus was a usexually 
questionable woman"? I think not and throw up! 
-Dobbs.) 
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Missionary Page -Albert Gardner 

Mission IDyria (Albania) 
By Russ Burcham 

D eluged by requests for money to support mis
sions domestic and foreign, contemporary 
churches have difficulty in decision making. 

Choosing between good and bad is not the problem. 
That is easy to do. It is the choosing between the good 
and the good that drives elders and mission commit
tees to frus~ation. Of interest are the varying influenc
es and philosophies that affect the decisions. 

Political developments in the Eastern Bloc coun
tries coupled with the slow response rate in the West
em European countries has driven the brotherhood 
into enthusiastic, if not frenzied, mission activity in 
former communistic countries. The "magic" word has 
changed from Germany to China to Africa to India to 
Russia and now to Albania. This article is to provide 
information about Albania and efforts to preach God's 
Word there. 

It is normal that response to the "magic" words be 
expected. Also, certain good judgmental consider
ations should be kept in mind as the focus is shifted. 
The trouble is that facts escape attention. Sometimes 
churches work too fast, not doing their homework, 
ignoring the experiences of others, and expressing in
tense, independent, autonomic attitudes. The mistakes 
of yesterday are repeated and efficiency in using the 
Lord's money is lost. A call for cooperation and fel
lowship is not heard. 

Popular interest is often the deciding factor. In 
spite of the high response rate in India, work in that 
country is to some extent old-hat. In spite of the con
tinued need in Western Europe, churches are pulling 
out. Even those who have sponsored nation-wide 
evangelistic campaigns for the United States have 
found that flagging interest can be revived by exten
sion into other parts of the world. Some organizations 
(not churches) find they can attain new public aware
ness and added support by appeals for assistance in 
parts of the world momentarily spotlighted. 

The United States remains, in spite of its lethargy 
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and complacent religious attitude, a country that needs 
God. Parallel with the old but rapidly growing ecu
menical atmosphere is an affiuence destructive to do
mestic evangelism. Missionaries express serious con
cern about the hardness of the American heart but find 
balm by spending most of their energies in distant 
lands. 

To become excited about new and challenging 
areas where responses are high is easy. 

The me-generation has invaded the church so that 
now it is difficult to avoid a striking resemblance to the 
Laodicean church. 

Creature comforts demand more of our attention. 
Indeed, does it not seem that a comfortable environ
ment is expected by the convert to Jesus Christ in the 
United States? Paradoxical thinking is exemplified by 
a church, bent on cultural change, that had someone 
carry a wooden cross down a carpeted aisle in an air -
conditioned building in an attempt to give the Lord's 
Supper more meaning. 

Not all is negative. Churches are showing fresh 
interest in missions at home and abroad. Perhaps the 
new surge in foreign missions can spark a revival. 
When members of a local congregation go to a mis
sion field for a few weeks of tough work, they will 
come home with a zeal for evangelism. 

The severe winters, food shortages, and dangers of 
radioactive exposure in the Soviet Republic can drain 
the best of us. However, it is possible that polluted 
water (available perhaps two hours each day), using 
unclean cooking practices, contaminated fresh pro
duce, and epidemic diseases can bring strength and 
greater determination to those who brave post-commu
nist Albania. We cannot continue enthusiastic foreign 
missions without a growth in interest to convert our 
own friends. The difficulties at home are not funda
mentally physical yet may be more demanding. 

Albania is a country still living in the 1930s era. A 
total incongruity exists with the presence oftelevision 



which dangles before the people a lure of unattainable 
Western affluence. The frustration is building. 

American missionaries may be unwelcome if a 
proposed law is passed in the Albanian Parliament. 
The statement at the beginning of the democratic rev
olutionary government was: "We are ready for the 
Bible and visiting missionaries." Today Roman Ca
tholicism, Greek Orthodoxy, and Islam are beginning 
to resent the intrusion of foreign workers. The pro
posed law would require new religious groups to ob
tain the sponsorship of existing legalized religions. 
This would effectively curtail our preaching of the 
Gospel. The churches of Christ must gain legal status 
when possible. 

The first mission activity by members of the Lord's 
church in this impoverished nation was in 1992. Twen
ty-five Christians spent six weeks in the capital city of 
Tirana. About 60 people were converted. 

August 1992 found the Broad Street church in 
Lexington, Tennessee, establishing John Redmayne 
and his wife there for prolonged work. On February 8, 
1993, James Jones of Fairview, Tennessee, returned to 
establish a leadership training school. 

This summer, Ben Jones and Dick Ady will again 
lead a group to Tirana. The Slicer Street church, 
Kennett, Missouri, will direct a mission group to 
Vlora, in the south part of that country, for two 
months. The Slicer Street church has proposed to plant 
a church in one city each year, leaving a qualified 
long- term worker at each point. 

Albania is the most impoverished post-communist 
country of the Eastern Bloc. Religion was banned 
completely by the diabolical dictator, Enver Hoxha. 
Telling the people they were the most prosperous and 
best country in the world, he systematically isolated 
them, strangled their creative minds, took away their 
liberties, and stripped them of their personal dignity. 
They have no knowledge of the free enterprise ethic 
(reward for hard work). Unemployment is near 80 
percent. There is no industry with which they can 
compete on the world market. Farmers have no mech
anized implements for cultivating the soil which needs 
fertilizer they can not afford. 

The hospitals and health care systems are in sham
bles. Hospital patients must provide bed clothing and 
food while receiving substandard treatment. Who can 
conceive of a dental clinic without running water? 

Foreign investors must battle the unorganized, yet 
completely counterproductive, conspiracy of the peo
ple to gouge foreigners. Economic anarchy flourishes. 
Useful facilities are rare. Estimates for labor and non
existent raw materials to build them are outrageous. 

Schools have no books -communist propaganda 
textbooks have been discarded. Classroom windows 
are shattered so that students are exposed to the 
elements of storm and cold. There is no glass tore
place them and no money to purchase the glass if 
it were available. Teaching equipment is almost non
existent. 

Yet the people are receptive to the primitive Gos
pel once preached in this very area by the apostle Paul 
(Rom. IS: 19). It is their only hope, their only way to 
recovery. Their obedience to God's law is a necessary 
absolute, for "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is 
a reproach to any people" (Prov. 14:34). 

They know this from first-hand experience. 
Oh God, please help us to help Albania! 

Route 1, Box 108 
Kennett, MO 63857 
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Make Your Plans to Be with Us in the Great 

Robertson County Lectureship 
Ninth Annual 

Labor Day Weekend Lectureship 

The Right Attitude 
"What ought to be our attitude toward ... ?" 

Friday night, September 3 
through 

Monday night Sept. 6, 1993 

17 speakers in 2 3 sessions 
including one Open Forum 

James Boyd 
David Brown 
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Curtis Cates 
Fred Clayton 
Wayne Coats 

Mac Deaver 
Roy Deaver 
Garland Elkins 
Virgil Hale 
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Roy McConnell 
Keith Mosher 
Ira Y. Rice 
Paul Sain 
Robert Taylor, Jr. 
Thomas B. Warren 

Robertson County Church of Christ 
Greenbrier, Tennessee 

(North of Nashville, south of Springfield on Highway 41) 
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The Baby Booiners and Unity in Diversity 

By J. E. Choate 

orne brethren paint a bleak picture for the future 
of the churches of Christ. The alarming note is 
sounded that the conservative churches must 

change their patterns of worship to accommodate the 
"paradigms" of the "new hermeneutic" or face extinc
tion. They tell us that the hope of the church tomorrow 
is now in the hands of the baby boomers. 

The editors of Wineskins would have us believe 
that they possess profound and unusual knowledge into 
the religious needs of the baby boomers. Indeed the 
baby boomers now sit in positions of power and au
thority in every segment of our society. They are en
joying the privileges which go with the "rights of pas
sage" from one generation to another. 

The Book: A Generation of Seekers 

This is the title of a new book written by Universi
ty of California sociology professor, D. Wade Clark 
Roof, which examines the religious status of the baby 
boomers in American churches. The scholarly study 
has been carefully researched and documented. No sim
ilar study has been attempted by our erudite brethren. In 
lieu of any documented study of their own, they fill the 
void with an assumed form of profound knowledge. 

The author finds that one-third of the baby 
boomers remain in their childhood churches. About 
one-fourth of the defectors have returned. The large 
majority ( 42 percent) remain "dropouts" from forn1al 
religion. Dr. Roof reports that the Disciples of Christ 
have suffered the greatest loss ( 45 percent) of all the 
churches. Our liberal brethren have close ties with the 
Disciples, appearing on their lectureships and writing 
for their publications. 

Reclaiming the Baby-Boomer Generation 
How the Wineshns editors propose to reclaim the 

baby boomers remains a mystery. Rubel Shelly an
nounced in the Woodrnont Hills church bulletin, April 
15, 1992, that "People lament everywhere that the 
churches are stagnant and dying. Can we figure out 
why? Is it possible to devise a better strategy for deep
ening faith, awakening churches, and challenging un-
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belief?" What is it that these brethren know about the 
baby boomers that we do not know? 

The single accomplishment of Wineskins to date 
has been to stir up a frrestorm in the brotherhood. Two 
articles in particular are at the center of the controver
sy, "The New Birth and Christian Unity" and "Christ
mas at Matthew's House." The first article sets an ed
itorial policy of Wineskins which replaces the salvation 
doctrine of Acts 2:38 with the Landmark Baptist doc
trine that "the new birth precedes baptism." This same 
doctrine appears in one guise or another in several 
Wineshns articles. 

Our brethren with seminarian training have no dif
ficulty deciphering the underlying meaning of Andre 
Resner's article, "Christmas at Matthew's House." 
Resner wrote that his purpose was to target the audi
ence of Wineskins, the ''baby-boomers" and the ' 'baby
busters." He asserts his form of rhetoric allows the 
baby boomers to receive the Gospel in a fresh new 
way. I read contemporary magazines such as Time and 
the New Yorker for a broader understanding of world 
culture. The "baby-buster" rhetoric of brother Resner 
is foreign to my ears. 

The Meaning of Unity in Diversity 

The firestorm stirred up by the Wineshns article 
has pitched to a higher level the phrase - unity in 
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diversity. We await clarification of the "diverse chang
es" that churches must make in the pattern of worship 
to achieve this much sought-after unity. In what re
spects must the church change or perish? The whole 
matter is tied in with change. It is not that we change, 
but how we change. 

Proposals for Change to Achieve 
Unity in Diversity 

1. We must COJ!fess that we have been wrong 
about many things. 

2. We must repent of and confess our sins of in
ternal bickering, debating, and dividing into sects and 
subsects. 

3. We must recover our heritage as a unity 
people. 

4. We must stop being sectarian about instru
mental music. 

5. We must cease being male dominated. 
6. We must bring women into leadership roles in 

the church. 
7. We must learn that we can't be a first-centu

ry church in the 21st century. 
8. We must stand in the grace of God only. 
9. We must abandon claims to exclusive truth. 

10. We must change without chaos. 
Do these proposals have a familiar ring? Women 

must have expanded roles in the public worship such 
as leading prayer, leading congregational singing, 
waiting on the Lord's table, teaching mixed classes, 
and preaching from the pulpit. Grant membership 
upon demand without inquiry as to the mode or design 
of a previous baptism. The use of instrumental music 
is regarded as a non-issue. And the list goes on. 

How Some Churches Achieve 
Unity in Diversity 

The Lake Highland Church of Christ in Dallas has 
a special time in worship when members move about 
praying, confessing, and praising God .. A team of two 
men and two women leads the congregational singing. 
The church music is a cappella. The church does use 
instrumental music in special services. 

The Downtown Church of Christ in El Paso has 
adopted instrumental music in worship but still calls 
itself a church of Christ. Women preach from the pul
pit. The El Paso church boasts ofbeing an instrumental 
church with an ACU preacher. 

The Brookline Church of Christ in Massachusetts 
makes special gifts the tests of ministering. The church 
follows the traditional Catholic calendar with special 
attention given to Christmas and Easter. A cappella 
singing is the practice in worship, but the church also 
uses instrumental music. Baptism by immersion is 
taught but is not a condition of membership. 

The Southern Hills Church of Christ in Tulsa adds 
a new wrinkle here and there. A preacher seeking 
employment presented the church with a "position 
paper." He disclaims a legalistic position on baptism. 
He endorses the ministry of women and the direct 
operation of the Holy Spirit. He says that he is not a 
Church of Christ preacher. He was hired. 

Some readers may expect the Shelly church cad
re to be named as the source of the foregoing informa
tion. Not so. The information was abstracted from the 
pages of the Restoration Review edited by Leroy Gar
rett. However, the identical proposals may be traced in 
the religious journals, lectureships, and forums direct
ed by our "progressive" brethren. 

Identifying the Extreme Voices 
to the Right and Left 

Labels are loaded words and mean little until de
fmed. How can the conservative brethren on the ex
treme right be separated from the liberal progressive 
brethren on the extreme left? The Christian Church 
fellowship at the tum of the century referred to them
selves as forward looking "Digressives." This writer 
would identify conservative Christians with the likes 
of David Lipscomb, N.B. Hardeman, and Don Morris. 
In a like manner, our liberal brethren follow in the 
steps of their spiritual mentors - Karl Barth, Rudol
ph Bultmann, Paul Tillich, and Hans Kund. For proof 
of this fact, study the footnotes in the Shelly-Harris 
book, The Second Incarnation. (I read the book review 
of The Second Incarnation written by Art McNeese 
for the Christian Chronicle. It would be good if one of 
his qualified, conservative brethren take him aside and 
patiently explain to him who Barth, et al., are, and 
what they have to say in their mighty theological 
tomes.) 

It makes little difference what rationale our liber
al brethren use to explain what they mean by what 
they say. Their messages are clearly written betWeen 
the lines. Bible scholars ensconced in their liberal po-
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sitions should lmow that conservative brethren, equally 
educated in schools of religion, understand and can 
read between the lines. We are on an level playing 
field, and our liberal brethren are advised to play by 
the rules or get off the field. 

J.H. Garrison, editor of the Christian-Evangelist, 
remarked that the Disciples have no bishops; they have 
editors. The editors in that <4iy were powerful and in
fluential. These mighty "Goliaths" of the Christian 
Church came down to Tennessee in 1890 to move the 
organ and organized societies into the Southern 
churches. They expected to prevail as they had in 
Northern regions. It became clear by 1924 that they 
had lost their bid. Now our conservative brethren and 
churches are being challenged by our liberal progres
sive brethren who want to move everything into the 
church from a facsimile of a Catholic confessional 
ranging to the Baptist doctrine that baptism is not es
sential to the new birth. 

Our Christian schools have become powerful well
endowed citadels of higher education. Administrators 
sit in luxurious offices in the ivory towers of academia. 
They look down upon the church below, not as their 
benefactors, but as objects of their creation. The influ
ence of the editors of yesterday is nothing compared to 
power and prestige of schools today. Who would have 
imagined 10 years ago that a college administrator 
would march into the office of an editor and call him 
on the carpet for publishing an article not to his liking? 

We live in a constitutional society where the right 
of religious expression cannot be abridged by law. 
How dare any pious brethren deny that right to any
one! How do our institutions of higher learning come 
by the impression that they are immune from criti
cism? Indeed, the university offices are open to patrons 
of the institution. Go there with your compliments and 
criticism. If your case is correct that the traditions of 
the schools are being ignored, the next step would be 
to go to the trustee( s) for your legitimate complaint. 
The trustees are morally obligated to listen, and this is 
their responsibility as charged by law. And they can 
get the attention of their appointees. 

There are ways of capturing the attention of the 
school administrators. Should the administrators and 
truStees handle in a careless manner the policies and 
traditions of the founders of the schools, do not lend 
financial support, and send your children elsewhere for 
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an education. And should the editors of papers grow 
weak in their resolve to preach the Word and defend 
the faith, then do not subscribe to their journals; pur
chase your teaching materials and supplies from breth
ren faithful to the Bible and its propagation, and with
hold your advertisements. 

The "tares" are recognizable from the ''wheat" at 
a certain stage. Christians should not stay where liberal 
theology is taught. Conservative churches can save 
their membership from the ranks of the liberal 
progressives and keep title to their church property. 
Our progressive brethren would inherit property they 
never earned, mount pulpits set up by faithful brethren 
in another time, and change the very scriptural foun
dation of the church with Karl Barth's Church Dog
matics, Paul Tillich's Systematic Theology, and Rudol
ph Bultmann's Theology of the New Testament. 

However it is glossed over, the fact remains that 
the traditional conservative churches of Christ and the 
liberal progressive churches of Christ are two distinct 
fellowships. You would be persuaded there is little 
difference between the two, and that the church must 
learn to accept a "unity based upon diversity" of de
nominational practices. The fact that liberal brethren 
control the main lines of Christian education does not 
conceal the fact that they are the bedfellows of the 
Disciples of Christ. A Southern Baptist Convention 
church historian said to this writer that the Disciples 
have gone to pot with their commitment to liberal the
ology. 37141h Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 37215 
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GREAT 

TEXTS 
OF THE 

BIBLE 
REVISITED 

Faullmer 
University 
Lectures 
October 3- &, 1993 

Barker Benson Broome 

Coil Cheatham Chesser 

October 3 - Sunday 10:10 a.m ..... John 14:1-6: The Cure for Troubled Hearts ............... Mike Winkler 
9:00 a.m ..... Gen. 12:1-7: Redemption: When It All Started .............. Flavil Nichols 11 :00 a.m . .... Josh. 24:15: "For Me and My House· ............................ Jerry Humphries 

10:00 a.m ..... Matt. 22:37: The First and Great Commandment ......... Jeff Jenkins 11 :30 a.m ..... Lunch 

7:00p.m ..... Congregational Singing ............................................................... Clifford Smith Jude 3: The Once-for-All Delivered Faith ..................... Winford Claiborne 
7:30 p.m ..... Rom. 8:28: The Providence of God ..................................... Billy Hilyer 

October 4 - Monday 
8:00 a.m ..... 1 Cor. 13: The Love Chapter of the Bible ........................ Jack Wilhelm 
8:40a.m ..... Rom. 1:16: The Gospel, God's Saving Power ................ David Barker 
9:30 a.m ..... Psalm 23: The Shepherd Psalm ............................................ Billy Smith 

9:30 a.m ..... Ladies Fellowship 
provided by Dalraida and Wetumpka 

10:00 a.m ..... Ladies: Prov. 31:10-31 
provided by Dalraida and Wetumpka 

10:30 a.m ..... Ladies Bible Activity 
provided by Dalraida and Wetumpka 

10:10 a.m ..... Phil. 2:5: The Incarnation .......................................................... Ed Myers 
11 :00 a.m ..... Eccl. 12:1: "Remember Thy Creator ................................... Ross Mitchell 
11 :30 a.m ..... Lunch 

2 John 9: Abiding Not in the Doctrine of Christ ............ William Woodson 

1:00 p.m ..... Women Teachers Workshop provided by Landmark 
1:00 p.m ..... lsa. 7:14: The Virgin Birth ........................................................ Leonard Johnson 
1:40 p.m ..... John 1:1-4: The Eternal Word Is God ................................ Bill Collins 
2:30 p.m ..... James 3:1-12: The Use of the Tongue ............................. Claude Flynn 
3: 10p.m ..... Mark 16:15-16: The Great Commission ........................... Wayman Swain 
6:30 p.m ..... LAW: Eph. 5:22-6:4: 

The Professional and His Family (1 hour) ......................... Jess Hall 
7:0D p.m ..... Congregational Singing ............................................................... Clifford Smith 
7:30 p.m ..... Gen: 1:1: "In the Beginning God" .......................................... Bert Thompson 
8:30 p.m ..... Alabama Christian Academy Chorus 

October 5 - Tuesday 
8:00a.m ..... Dan. 2:4: The Indestructible Kingdom ................................ Frank Chesser 
8:40 a.m ..... Acts 2:38: Baptism for Remission of Sins ....................... Bill Dorriety 

11:30 a.m ..... Ladies Luncheon 
1:00 p.m ..... Women Teachers Workshop 

provided by College and Prattville 
1 :00 p.m ..... Psalm 51: David's Penitential Psalm ............................... Terry Broome 
1 :40 p.m ..... 2 Tim. 3:16-17: The Holy Scriptures ............................. Dale Manor 
2:30 p.m ..... He b. 11:1 If: Inspiration's Hall of Faith ........................... Martel Pace 
3:10 p.m ..... Matt. 16:13-19: Christ's Sermon on the Church ..... Billy Helms 
6:30 p.m ..... LAW: Eph. 5:22-6:4: 

The Professional and His Family (1 hour) ..................... Jess Hall 
7:00 p.m ..... Congregational Singing .......................................................... Byron Benson 
7:30 p.m ..... lsa. 52: Jesus, the Suffering Servant.. ........................... Tom Holland 
8:30 p.m ..... Faulkner University Chorus 

October 6 - Wednesday 
8:00 a.m . .. .. Matt. 5: The Sermon on the Mount ........................ ......... Carl Cheatham 
8:40 a.m ..... Matt. 6: The Sermon on the Mount ................................. Ken Randolph 
9:30 a.m ..... Matt. 7: The Sermon on the Mount ................................. Marlin Connelly 

9:30a.m ..... Ladies Fellowship 
provided by Vaughn Park and Findley Avenue 

10:00 a.m ..... Ladies: Phil. 4:8 
provided by Vaughn Park and Findley Avenue 

10:30 a.m ..... Ladies Bible Activity 
provided by Vaughn Park and Findley Avenue 

10:10 a.m ..... Prov. 22:6: "Train Up a Child" ............................................ Billy Lambert 
11 :00 a.m ..... 1 Tim. 4:12: "Let No Man Despise Thy Youth" .......... Darron Fantroy 
11:30 a.m ..... Lunch- John 17: The Lord's Prayer .......................... Charles Coil 

1:00 p.m ..... Women Teachers Workshop 
1:00 p.m ..... Heb. 1:1-4: Christ, the Prophet, Priest. and King .... Jack Lewis 
1:40 p.m ..... Rev. 4-5: ·worthy Art Thou· ................................................ Dan Winkler 
2:30 p.m ..... Ex. 20:1-17: The Ten Commandments ......................... Basil Overton 

9:30 a.m ..... 1 Tim. 2:15: Women's Role: Then, Now, Future ........... David Lipe 3:10 p.m ..... John 3:16: The Golden Text of the Bible ..................... Herman Hedgespeth 
9:30 a.m ..... Ladies: James 5: 16; Titus 2:3-5; Eph. 4:1-3 

provided by College, Vaughn Park, Prattville, 
and Landmark (1M hours) 

Claiborne Collins Connelly Dorriety 

. .::.. .... 
Humphries Jenkins Johnson Lambert 

Fantroy 

~ 
Lewis 

7:00 p.m ..... Congregational Singing .......................................................... Byron Benson 
7:30 p.m ..... 1 Cor. 15: The Resurrection, His and Ours ................. Stafford North 
8:30 p.m ..... Cornerstone, Faulkner's Male Quartet 

Flynn Hall Hedgespeth Helms Hilyer Holland 

~n ~~~ 
Upe Manor Mitchell Myers Nichols North 

,. . 

. • I 

Overton Pace Randolph B. Smith C. Smith Swain Thompson Wilhelm D. Winkler M. Winkler 
Write the Bible Department for details: 5345 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL 361 09 
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Thoughts from Christian Women 

Do You Work? 
By Charline Lemonds Sexton 

H
ow often have you been asked this question? If 
you have children, you certainly do work, 
whether or not you bring in a paycheck. Many 

mothers of today work outside the home because they 
have to. In some families, the household expenses are 
so great that it takes the constant struggle of both par
ents to provide the necessities and pay the bills. In 
some homes, the man's health will not permit him to 
work regularly. In other cases, the· father has found 
other interests. According to a recent report (February 
1993) 60 percent of the young people of today spend 
at least some portion of their lives in one-parent 
homes. Their plight is, naturally, out of their control, 
and often the parent who is providing for them can do 
no better. This sad predicament is by no means pleas
ing to God. In fact, Paul wrote to Titus that the older 
women should teach the younger to be discreet (sen
sible; sober-minded), workers at home, kind, and obe
dient to their husbands (Titus 2:3-4). Thus because of 
her manner and her behavior the young wife would 
cause those who know and observe her to regard 
Christianity and the church more highly. 

Such questions as to whether or not the wife will 
work outside the home, whether or not they plan to 
have several children, who will have primary control 
over the checking account and the budget, how the 
children will be brought under control when they cre
ate problems - these are questions which should be 
discussed and agreed upon before the uniting ceremo
ny. Everyone in the family should understand from the 
beginning that every member of the household will 
attend worship regularly (Acts 20:7). This pleases God 
and puts the family structure on a firmer footing. 

Almost any young woman, before her wedding, 
will spend much time planning such matters as the 
wedding gown, the attendants, the guest list, and the 
reception. She would do well to give, as a primary 
consideration, serious thought to what her future is go-
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ing to be like. Her obligations to her husband are nu
merous. Each has certain intimate physical needs, the 
fulfillment of which is incumbent upon each other (1 
Cor. 7:2-5). She should be loyal to the man whose 
name she wears and try never to say or do anything 
which would embarrass or denigrate him (Prov. 
31: 12). If she works only at home, she should appre
ciate the opportunity which is hers and should spend 
her time wisely and productively (Prov. 31 :27). I once 
visited a young woman who impressed me very favor
ably. She had given up her job after her marriage, and 
on the day when I was in her home, she had prepared 
an evening meal; had made the house immaculate; and 
had put on a fresh dress and made her face and hair as 
attractive as they would have been if she had been 
waiting for her husband to take her out to dinner. For 
years I have carried with me this vivid picture of the 
young wife waiting eagerly for her husband to come to 
the door and smile as he greeted her proudly and affec
tionately. Though I do not know this, I would think 
that they were inclined to follow Solomon's saw of 
Proverbs 17:22: "A merry heart doeth good like a 
medjcine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones." 

In the United States, as of June 1993, women 
make up almost half (45.7 percent) of the work force. 
Most of these women work eight hours a day and then 
go home and work many hours in the house. They can 
gripe and make everyone around them miserable, or 
they can make the best of it and thank God for the 
blessings they do have. Many of the problems which 
haunt our children today could be solved if only we 
could all carry out the exhortation of Paul that the 
young women should love their husbands and their 
children and should be "discreet, workers at home, 
kind, obedient to their husbands, that the word of God 
not be blasphemed" (Titus 2:4-5). P.O. Box 8400 

Fort Worth, TX 76124 
FF 



Potpourri. .......... . 

0 ur kind and valued readers continue to en
courage us with words of praise and appre
ciation. Here are a few samples: "Enclosed 

is a check to renew this subscription .... We have de
cided to continue to order two copies each month be
cause there is always someone with whom to share our 
extra copy" (JR). "I heard a plea for your publication 
on a tape from one of the workshops. It is good to 
know there are some still committed to the truth and 
will stand for what is right" (KB). "I had no intention 
of letting my subscription run out" (HA). "Please do 
not send me the Firm Foundation any longer. I do not 
want to receive it" (AJ). (Ooops! Sorry about that. 
Maybe when you have been without it a few months 
you will re-up.) "We appreciate the fine job you do in 
the selection and presentation of the material in this 
wonderful paper'' (RMc ). "Send the paper to the per
son listed on this card. Enclosed is a check in the 
amount of $28.00 for a two-year subscription" (BS). 
"Subscription for the Firm Foundation expired. Please 
begin again. Enclosed is payment of a 2 year subscrip
tion" (LL). "My husband and I really enjoy the Firm 
Foundation. We have been borrowing a copy for 
sometime. We are requesting a copy to be sent to our 
address" (PMc ). "I commend you for your faithfulness 
in giving the brotherhood the truth about what is hap
pening" (PW). "You are doing a great job with the 
Firm Foundation. We need strong voices to call us 
back to the Old Paths" (GMc). "I am renewing .... I 
never want to miss a copy. I like the Firm Foundation 
because it teaches Bible truth" (KM). 

t9l Thanks a whole bunch. We need all the encour
agement we can get. Someone has said that compli
ments are "the applause that refreshes." 

t9l One dear brother wrote: "I have decided to let 
my subscription expire because of all the political 
commentary in your journal. I agree that homosexual
ity is sinful, but only one of many. You mean you 
couldn't fmd anything in the two previous administra
tions that was a sin?" (RH). We hope you will reverse 
your decision. The Firm Foundation is non-political. 
Homosexuality is a moral and not a political question. 

When political parties champion immoral practices, 
we do not become political by opposing the sin. If I 
point out that the Bible condemns homosexuality and 
that it is wrong to do anything that promotes this foul 
and decadent practice, and you regard that as an af
front to your political party, what is that saying about 
your political party? Think it over and change your 
mind. 

0 Nothing will divide the church more than igno
rance, and nothing can bring us together better than 
knowledge. A lack of knowledge destroys. 
Announcements 

0 "Things Most Surely Believed" will be the 
theme for "Four Great Days of Biblical Emphasis" 
which will be conducted by the Hobbs Street 
Church of Christ in Athens, Alabama, on September 
19-22, 1993. 

0 Gary Colley and Joseph D. Meador have ac
cepted responsibilities at the Southwest Church of 
Christ in Austin, Texas. Brother Colley will be the 
preacher for the church, and brother Meador will be 
the academic director of the Southwest School of Bi
ble Studies. The school was established in 1978. For 
more information contact the Southwest School of 
Bible Studies, 8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 
78748, or call (512) 282-2486. 

t9l The Dindigul Bible Teachers Training Institute 
for Married Men, Tamil Nadu, South India, has a large 
enrollment of qualified men who are training to teach 
the Gospel. The cost of maintaining a married student 
in the school is $50 per month. Single students, both 
men and women, are also trained at a cost of $25 per 
month. For more information contact Avondale 
Church of Christ, 4017 Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 
30032, (404) 299-1475. 

0 The Fourth Annual Northwest Tennessee Bible 
Lectures will be presented August 1-4. The speakers 
include Dub McClish, Willard Collins, Garland Elkins, 
Kelbuy Smith, Paul Sain, James Boyd, Gary .Colley, 
Winfred Clark, and Wayne Coats. The program will 
be conducted at 800 East Wood Street, Paris, Tennes
see 38242, (901) 642-2861. 
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Book Review 
0 Thomas Eaves has written a study guide for Va

cation Bible Schools. The material is excellent for high 
school and adult classes. The study guide would work 
well for any Bible class. The book deals with use of 
recreational drugs, including tobacco, alcohol, and 
marijuana; modest clothing; homosexuality; abortion. 
These are the hot issues of our time and need to be 
thoughtfully studied Contact Thomas F. Eaves, South
east Biblical Institute, P.O. Box 49101, Algood, TN 
38501, (615) 537-9770. 
Strange Things 

$ Bare-breasted teenage girls in overalls and bald, 
biker dykes from California paraded down Connecti
cut Avenue during the recent gay-and-lesbian-rights 
march in Washington. Newsweek magazine reported it 
was "an unabashed display of lesbian clout" (Jwte 21, 
1993). The magazine questioned: ''Why now? As con
seiVatives are quick to note, the election of Bill Clinton 
contributed to this open atmosphere .... Homosexuals 
give him credit for being the first president to ac
knowledge gays and lesbians, let alone promote 
them." Roberta Achtenberg is an assistant secretary of 

housing and urban development. She (it) is the first 
open homosexual ever confirmed by the United States 
Senate. The National Organization for Women recent
ly appointed Patricia Ireland to head the organization. 
She has a husband and a woman lover. Newsweek re
ported that in Washington during the lesbian-sodomite 
march, women chanted, ''Two, four, six, eight, how do 
you know your grandma's straight?" We wonder 
about that They use the word straight in contradistinc
tion to what? Crooked? Bent? What are they saying 
about themselves with such a chant as that? 

Newsweek displayed a large number of photo
graphs of the lesbian-marchers-on-Washington. Every 
lesbian was down-right ugly. Most of them appeared to 
be unhappy and agitated. They seemed to be receiving 
''that recompense of their error which was due." "Pro
fessing themselves to be wise, they became fools." 
They Won't Stop 

0 Cal Thomas in a Conservative Chronicle article 
(Feb. 10, 1993) wrote: 

The pedophiles are knocking on the cultural 
door, asking for legitimacy. The New York Times 
Book Review last Sunday published a favorable 

"Speaking as the Oracles of God" 15th Annual Lectureship 
o Christian Uving and Current Issues o 

November 5-7, 1993 
Friday, November 5 

7:00 p.m .......................... Breaking the Alabaster Box ........................................................................................ Garland Elkins 
8:00 p.m .......................... History of •New Hermeneutic Movemenr .................................................................. B. J. Barr 

Saturday, November 6 
9:00 a.m .......................... What Constitutes New Testament Worship? ............................................................. Don Deffenbaugh 

1 0:00 a.m .......................... What Can Local Congregations Do in Opposing the Current Apostasy? ................ Tom Bright 
11 :00 a.m .......................... Questions and Answers .............................................................................................. Bright, Elkins, Taylor 
12:00 p.m .......................... Lunch provided at the building. 
1 :30 p.m .......................... Men's Class- Women's Biblical Rote Re-emphasized ........................................... Robert Taylor 

Women's Class 1 -Women's Biblical Role Re-emphasized ................................. Irene Taylor 
Women's Class 2- Ladies, Young to Old .............................................................. Marty Lyons 

2:30 p.m. .. ....................... The Challenge of Uving a Joyful Life ............................................................................ John Ballard 
3:30 p.m .......................... Humanism and Values Clarification ........................................................................... Leon Brashear 
4:30 p.m .......................... Our Hope as Christians .............................................................................................. Wayne Price 
5:30 p.m .......................... How Can We Help Our Young People? ..................................................................... Howard Horton 

Sunday, November 7 
9:30 a.m .......................... Overcoming the Influence of Hollywood .................................................................... Joe Gilmore 

10:30 a.m .......................... Everyday Christianity .................................................................................................. David Brown 
2:30 p.m .......................... Current Efforts to Restructure the Church ................................................................. David Brown 
3:30 p.m .......................... Our Faith and Christian Evidences ............................................................................ Richard Melson 
4:30 p.m . ......................... Personal Evangelism in the 90s ................................................................................. lan Terry 
5:30 p.m .......................... Proving Your Love of God, His Truth, and His People ............................................. Ron Cosby 

Electrical hook-us for RV units provided on church property. • For more housing information call (918) 682-6382. 
Staffed nursery provided for all sessions. • Cassette tapes and outline books will be available. 

o Cliff Lyons, director o 
Eastside Church of Christ • 2141 Kingston • Muskogee, OK 74403-3114 • (918} 682-6382 
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review of a book that praises adult-child sexual 
relations. Too far out? Not when you consider 
how far down the moral ladder we have slipped 
in the past 30 years. Once the standard that mea
sures right and wrong has been removed, any
thing becomes possible. 

Good Question 
@ Sen. Dan Coats oflncliana says his opposition to 

lifting the ban on sodomites and lesbians in the mili
tary is based on "very practical aspects. For example, 
the military does not allow men and women to share 
quarters because of potential problems of a sexual 
nature." Senator Coats asked "whether it would be 
appropriate to separate homosexuals from heterosex
uals if the ban was lifted." 
Good Point 

@ Samuel Francis recently wrote: 

Last week the Washington Times broke the sto
ry of how a merry band calling itself the 'Gay, 
Lesbian and Bisexual Military Freedom Project' 
is hard at work planning what to whine about 
once Clinton lifts the ban. The project's two-page 
agenda gives the lie to the claim of the lavender 
lobby that all they want is to be left alone to snug
gle with each other in peace. What they rea lly 
seek is nothing less than the seizure of cultural 
power through a charade of ' tolerance.' 

The chief aims ofthe group are: grant veterans dis
charged because of homosexual practice retirement and 
educational benefits and separation pay; remove "ho
mosexuality" from discharge papers; compensation by 
the taxpayer. The project's agenda includes "training 
programs" to remove prejudice, stigma and discrimina
tion with regard to sexual orientation. Training includes 
"didactic and experimental" opportunities. Francis 
comments: "Didactic means 'teaching,' which in this 
case really means 'brainwashing.' It is not clear what 
'experimental opportunities' for learning about homo
sexuality involve, and maybe we don't want to know." 
Warning! 

t9> Prayer is dangerous. The U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in Lee vs. Weisman that a rabbi who delivered 
a very politically correct "To-Whom-It-May-Concern" 
prayer at a Rhode Island junior high school com
mencement had violated the constitutional rights of a 
15-year-old student in the audience. The court said, in 
effect, that the girl must be legally protected against 
listening to views she disagreed with. In another case, 
Zion, Illinois, was forced to remove a cross featured in 

its city seal because the justices ruled it a breach of the 
First Amendment. Teachers may hand out condoms 
in school, but they are forbidden to display a copy 
of the Ten Commandments on a bulletin board. Stu
dents may indulge in almost any kind of activity in 
school, but they are forbidden to pray (Source : 
Imprimis, April 1993). 
God Is Irrelevant 

t?> Ours is a live-for-the-moment society that 
thinks that if God is not dead, he is irrelevant. In 1992, 
polls indicated that 65 percent of Americans believed 
the Bible to be true. In 1993, polls indicate that only 32 
percent do, while 50 percent say that they actually 
fear fundamentalists. There has never been a case in 
history in which society has been able to survive for 
long without a moral code. There has never been a 
time when a moral code has not been informed by re
ligious truth (Source: Imprimis, April 1993). 
Ain 't It a Shame? 

C?> Univers ity of Cincinnati's Provost David 
Hartlieb hired Dr. Edwin J. Nichols, a sensitivity train
er from Washington. During his faculty training ses
sion, Dr. Nichols tore into a young lady who had been 
at the university all of three weeks and who had earned 
a bachelor's from Wellesley and graduate degrees 
from Harvard and New York University. The young 
lady was made to stand before an audience, which in
cluded a hundred faculty members, while Nichols pro
ceeded to berate her, saying, "This is a member of the 
privileged white elite." The young lady fell into tears 
in response to Nichols' continuous taunts. Not a single 
person rose to defend the lady. Afterwards, Provost 
Hartlieb praised Nichols as perhaps the best sensitiv
ity expert in America, saying his presence demonstrat
ed the university's commitment to racial sensitivity. 
Virgin Birth? 

@ Jesse Whitlock of Ardmore, Oklahoma, writes: 

According to a poll in Christianity Today, the 
question of the virgin birth of Jesus was consid
ered. Seven thousand denominational preachers 
responded to the question: Do you bel ieve in 
Jesus' virg in birth? Forty-four percent of the 
Episcopalians said 'No.' Forty-nine percent of 
the Baptists said 'No.' Among the Methodists 60 
percent said 'No.' And 49 percent of the Presby
terians said 'No. • 

Whitlock wonders what would happen if the same 
question were asked on the campus of ACU. 
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Don Morris 
0 April1960 President Don Morris of ACC pre

pared an article entitled "Losing Individualism?" Un
der the subtitle, "A version to Controversy," he wrote: 

A second mark of the soft mind is aversion to 
controversy. We prefer to be soothed rather than 
challenged, pleased rather than provoked, and 
gratified rather than stimulated Some go to great 
lengths to avoid argument and emotional ten
sions. This is simply the reaction of soft-minded 
people who have lost, or soon will lose, their 

personal convictions. Tranquilizers and alcohol 
represent common forms of evasion. 

This tendency to avoid conflicts and contro
versy is widespread. Many people will frankly 
tell you, for example, 'We do not discuss religion 
or politics in our home.' Yet Christianity itself 
was born in controversy and has flourished dur
ing periods of tremendous opposition. And our 
Republic was born in revolution and controver
sy. The enlightened mind does not shun a discus-
sion of controversial issues. Soft minds do. Fp 

Preacheritis 
By Jerry Moffitt 

P erhaps I can write about this because no broth
er ever was dumb enough to glory in me. 
Preacheritis is a fatal disease some brethren get 

afflicted with when they disobey God and tend to glo
ry in men. Their preacher, whom they idolize, is built 
up in their mind to a point where he can do no wrong. 
From that point on every other preacher is compared 
with him, but is always destined to fail. Some go so 
far as to dislike any preacher who follows their idol 
and they can only, over a long period of time, get to 
the point where they can accept a replacement. Too, 
if the preacher is disgruntled when he leaves a church, 
brethren so afflicted by this malady leave too, even if 
they can't follow their object of devotion, that is, the 
preacher they worship. 

Preachers don't like this situation. When it seems 
brethren exalt them, a sound servant of Christ is so 
struck with terror he sincerely begins to hope he can 
creep into heaven on all fours and unnoticed. No one 
deserves glory but God Almighty. Herod gave.not 
God glory and died and was eaten of worms (Acts 
12:23). Undue praise heaped on any man or woman is 
dangerous. They may begin to think of themselves 
more highly than they ought to think (Rom. 12:3). 
Brethren and sisters in Christ ought to pray and then 
practice the virtue of encouraging a poor preacher rath
er than in praising him. There's a difference, but we 
probably need help from God to learn that difference 
and practice it to the glory of God Almighty. 

Paul condemned the Corinthians for saying, "I am 
of Paul; and I of Apollos: and I of Cephas; and I of 
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Christ" (1 Cor. 1:12). Yet, we do the same thing, even 
though the Bible calls it carnal (1 Cor. 3:1-3). 

I believe that true servants of Jesus cringe a little, 
wince, and even shrink when well-meaning, loving, 
kind, and generous brethren thank God for them and 
their work. God lmows our faults, wealmesses, and de
ficiencies. Good Christians know that about the best 
they have ever done was arise to a point where they 
could be called ''unprofitable servants" (Luke 17: 1 0). 
They have only done what it was their duty to do. Paul 
said, "For who maketh thee to differ? And what has 
thou that thou didst not receive? But if thou didst re
ceive it, why dost thou glory as if thou hadst not re
ceived it?" (1 Cor. 4:7). Why would one want to think 
he lifted himself up by the bootstraps? In Christ there 
is no unaided effort! We have no righteousness of our 
own (Phil. 3:9). In all things, by prayer, the Lord is at 
hand (Phil. 4:5). So as in the book of Revelation, it is 
our sincere joy to cast our victory crowns before the 
throne of God and say, "Worthy art thou, our Lord and 
our God" (Rev. 4:10-11). 

Now here is a scripture, rather, a flat, firm urgent 
command from God through the Holy Spirit. It is as 
much a command as ''be baptized." It says, "Where
fore let no one glory in men" (1 Cor. 3:21). Not to 
glory in men is a big difference in Christianity and the 
world. In him, let us rub that difference till it shines 
brightly. 

P.O. Box 1275 
Portland, TX78374 

Fp 



An Open Letter to Abilene Christian University 

From Thomas B. Warren and Roy Deaver 

We, the writers of this letter, are graduates of 
Abilene Christian College (now ACU). Al
though not everything was perfect when we 

were students (1943-1947), we did immensely enjoy 
our studying there, and we are deeply grateful for that 
privilege. We sincerely appreciate and respect the pro
fessors of Bible under whom we studied. 

But, alas, in our judgment, ACC is not really 
ACU, and ACU is not really ACC. In our judgment, 
the board of trustees - by its choices of presidents 
and faculty- has allowed the school to drift into "lib
eralism." As a result, the school no longer really teach
es many of the crucial truths of the Bible and does al
low many matters to be taught which are not in harmo
ny with Bible teaching and which are in complete con
tradiction to the chartered purposes of the school. 

This open letter is an effort to lovingly call ACU 
back to the faithfulness which was basically character
istic of it during the years we were there. We will ex
plain why we feel moved to write this letter. 

At the close of Steve Flatt's lecture on "Leader
ship" during the 1992 ACU Lectureship, Dr. Royce 
Money, president of ACU, said: 

I want to encourage you toward unity in the 
body of Christ. The last and longest prayer of 
Jesus before he went to the cross haunts me. 
Surely the unity cannot come out of uniformity. 
We have tried that. It will have to come out of 
diversity, and out of other virtues. 

It is clear that Dr. Money has here contended that 
the unity which the Bible demands cannot come as a 
result of people's learning and obeying what the Bible 
plainly teaches in regard to ( 1) obligatory matters 
(which the Bible demands that people do, Rev. 2: 10, 
eta!.) and (2) forbidden matters (what the Bible de
mands that people not do, cf. Gal. 5: 16-21). 

The Bible teaches that, to be saved, the al ien sin
ner must (that is, it is absolutely necessary, it is oblig
atory) both learn and obey the Gospel of Christ. To be 
saved, people must be in confom1ity to what the Bible 
teaches. 

We must not demand of God's people that they, of 
necessity, must be unified on the details of optional 

matters. However, Christians must uphold biblical 
truth. Christians must demand of themselves that they 
face the truth that unity is demanded by God in oblig
atory matters (including forbidden matters). 

However, it seems clear that Dr. Money and at 
least some of his faculty in the College of Biblical 
Studies hold that the only "unity" which God de
mands of anyone is what ACU now refers to as ''uni
ty-in-diversity." And what, may we kindly ask, does 
"unity-in-diversity" in religion mean? To put it suc
cinctly, by "unity-in-diversity" in religion, Dr. Mon
ey (and at least some members of his Bible faculty) 
means that the people who are involved must agree to 
disagree! They hold that this view is relative not only 
to optional matters but also to both obligatory and 
forbidden matters. (Note: we recognize that forbidden 
matters rightly come, in a negative way, within the 
scope of obligatory matters.) 

Given Dr. Money's view of Christianity, the log
ical antagonism between the elements of the follow
ing sets of two positions is of no importance whatso
ever. Given Dr. Money's view (and that of at least 
some of his Bible faculty) insofar as salvation from 
sin is concerned, it makes absolutely no difference 
whether: 

I . One does believe in God or does not believe in 
God (but see Hebrews 11 :6); 

2. One does believe in Jesus Christ or does not be
lieve in Jesus Christ (but see John 8:24); 

3. One does ·repent of his sins or does not repent 
of his sins (but see Acts 17:30-31 ); 

4. One does confess his faith in Christ or does not 
confess his faith in Christ (but see John 12:42); 

5. One does be baptized or does not be baptized 
(but see Mark 16: 15, 16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22: 16); 

6. One does live faithfully to Christ and his will or 
does not live faithfully to Christ and his will (but see 
Revelation 2: 1 0). 

The "law of excluded middle" states: "Every pre
cisely stated proposition is either true or false." Dr. 
Money and at least some of his faculty seem not to 
understand this vital truth. Reject it, and one is faced 
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with affirming both (1) that God exists and (2) that 
God does not exist. But to hold such a view is to reject 
the plain teaching of the Bible. 

We cry out to our brethren at ACU to become 
deeply involved in training their students to accept the 
truth which is taught in the Bible and to reject every 
doctrine which is contradictory to plain Bible teaching. 
Is this too much to ask? 

When students are taught (in a setting which they 
conceive to be truly Christian) a number of doctrines 
which are the tenets of liberalism, then it is likely that 
at least many of these students will go back to their 
homes and will strive to tum local congregations into 
centers of liberalism (one basic tenet of which is the 
acceptance of the "unity-in-diversity doctrine" already 
accepted by Dr. Money and at least some of his faculty 
in the Bible department). 

Even a casual look over our brotherhood today 
warrants the conclusion that a number of "our Chris
tian colleges" definitely are a part of the problem, rath
er than their being a part of the solution, as related to 
the matters which young people face today. 

We pray for Dr. Money, to the end that he and his 
Bible faculty may come to see the very, very serious 
error which is involved in his stance. With Christian 
love, we emphasize that we are indeed friends of both 
Dr. Money and of ACU. It is also with love that we tell 
him that there is a "groundswell" among a great many 
of his fellow Christians against (I) his advocacy of the 
"unity-in-diversity" doctrine (even in obligatory and 
fo_rbidden matters) and (2) his rejection of the Bible 
doctrine of Christian unity. 

!Ue~~ptapu~#C~/ 

~~-wN Jlzli4t~ 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

BIBLE TEACHERS: 
GARY FALLIS, JOHNNY RAMSEY, 

DON SIMPSON, DAVE MILLER 

DIRECTOR: DAVE MILLER 

(Write or call for full information) 

P.O. BOX 210667 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095 
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PHONE: (817) 282-6526 
(817) 282-3911 

If Dr. Money is right (that "unity-in-diversity" is 
the way to go), then Jesus was wrong! (Cf. Matt. 7:13-
14, et al.). 

May every Christian think carefully and prayerful
ly about this matter. The eternal destiny of souls is at 
stake. 

Nothing would please us more than to see Dr. 
Money and his staff shift from his stance on "unity-in
diversity" to the unity which the Bible upholds. 

Sincerely, 
Roy Deaver and Thomas B. Warren 

7401 Glenhaven Path 
GmPO Austin, TX 78737 

(ForbrotherDeaver'scomplete reviewofDr.Money's 
speech, "On This Rock: I Will Build My Church, " 
delivered as the keynote address at the 1993 ACU 
lectureship, please read the specia/32-page May/June 
issue ofBiblical Notes, brother Deaver 's bimonthly 
publication which is available from Biblical Notes, 
7401 Glenhaven Path, Austin, TX 78737. The cost for 
a year's subscription to the 16-page journal co-edited 
by Thomas B. Warren is $10.00. The Firm Foundation 
is p leased to recommend this insightful paper.) FF 

The Bible 
and "Social" Drinking 

W. D. Jeffcoat 

~ Can oM willfully impair his mind for non
medicinal reasons and be pleasing to God? 

~ Did Jesus imbibe intoxicating wine as a bever
age? 

~ Do Hebrew and Greek terms for wine in the 
first century always indicate intoxicating wine? 

~ Were there methods in antiquity by which fer
mentation could be prevented? 

••• 

250 pages 

$12.95 plus $1.45 postage 

• • • 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 210876 · Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

1-800·572-3619 



Cotham'S Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Amisconception of the Holy 
Spirit and his work for man's 
salvation leads to all kinds of 

religious errors. All that we can ever 
know about the Spirit and his work 
comes from the Scriptures. It is trag
ic to see some turn away from what 

the Bible teaches in favor of an inner, mystical long
ing, which they mistake for information about God. 

The Holy Spirit is a person. There are three beings 
in one Godhead (Acts 17:29; Matt. 28: 19; 2 Cor. 
13: 14). There is only one God (Deut. 6:4), but three 
beings possess the divine nature. 

The Holy Spirit gave us the Holy Scripture (2 
Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:21; Eph. 6:17). The apostles 
were guided by the Spirit into all of the truth (John 
16:13; 2 Pet. 1:3; Jude 3). In conviction, conversion, 
and edification the Holy Spirit operates on the heart of 
man only through the inspired Word of God (Psa. 
19:7; 73:24; 119:50, 93, 105, 130). "The Gospel ... is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth" (Rom. 1: 16). The Spirit operates through 
the words of revelation, which are spirit and life 
(John 6:63). 

The Bible plainly says that the Holy Spirit dwells 
within Christians. Paul wrote, "Know ye not that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, 
which ye have from God? and ye are not your own?" 
(1 Cor. 6:19). 

How does the Spirit indwell the child of God? He 
indwells directly or indirectly. There is a difference in 
stating the fact and in stating the method (the how) of 
the Spirit's indwelling. The Bible does not teach that 
the Spirit dwells in Christians apart from the inspired 
Word. Many religionists have the idea of a personal, 
direct indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the child of 
God. They think the Spirit gives the believer extra help 
besides the Word of God. This, of course, denies the 
all-sufficiency of God-breathed writing to make the 
man of God complete. Of course, this belief leads to 
all kinds of "experiences" and "feelings." 

Let us note some things: (I) God dwells in Chris
tians (2 Cor. 6:16; 1 John 4:12, 15-16). Does God 
dwell in his children directly or indirectly? It is indi
rect, through obedience to the word: "He that keepeth 
his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him" (1 
John 3 :24). (2) Christ dwells in Christians (Col. 1 :27). 
But how does Christ dwell in us? Paul explains, 
"That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith" 
(Eph. 3: 17). "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God" (Rom. 10: 17) . (3) The Holy 
Spirit dwells in Christians. The Spirit is in each faith
ful member of the church the same way that God 
and Christ are in the saved. Neither God, Christ, 
nor the Holy Spirit dwells directly, personally, in 
Christians. As the Christian obeys the Spirit's mes
sage, the Spirit's influences are in him, and he 
brings forth the fruit of the Spirit in his life: "Love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faith
fulness, meekness, self-control" (Gal. 5:22-23). 

Comparing Ephesians 5:17-19 with Colossians 
3:16 shows how the Spirit is in the child of God. To be 
"filled with the Spirit" is to let the "word of Christ" 
dwell in you richly. There is no statement of Scripture 
saying the Holy Spirit dwells literally, directly, and 
personally in the child of God. If Jehovah the Father 
and Jesus the Son can indwell Christians indirectly and 
figuratively, the Holy Spirit can do the same. 

Children of God cherish the Spirit's message and 
live by it, and in this way the Holy Spirit dwells in 
them and in the church. The teaching that the Spirit 
works directly- separate and apart from the Word of 
God - in the heart of the alien sinner or the child of 
God, is contrary to the teaching of the Bible. "All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God .. . that the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). We have the Bible and 
it is sufficient to make us what God wants us to be. 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX75051 
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TRAVELING? 
VlSIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WATNWRJGHT and the 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 li th Avenue, 
9970 I. (907) 456-4921. 

CALIFORNIA 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

SAN BERNARDINO-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, 
minister, 883-5232. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 

ORLANDO-PINE CASTLE CH URCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
2 I Lancaster Road. Jimmie B. Hill, evangelist. 855-
565 I or 855-1326. ------
ORLANDO-WINTER PARK-SOUTH SEM
INOLE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 5410 Lake Howell 
Rd., Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Brad 
Poe, minister. (407) 657-0657. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

SEBAST!AN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M. (407) 589-5 140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

GEORGIA 
ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRJST, 
40 I 7 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . ( 404) 299-
1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles inside 
I-285) 

BYRON-3 mi. from exit46 off i-75. Son Hwy 49 
(I mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. 
Call (912) 956-37 19, 956-3980. 

INDIANA 
EVANSVILLE- WEST SIDE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3232 Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 
10:15 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 6:30 P.M. 

MICHIGAN 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS--KNIGI~T ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 381 18. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (901) 
363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (90 I) 366-0617. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off J-65-25 m iles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 
DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3 12 Pearl St., 76201. (8 17) 387-3531. Sun 
9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 

HOUSTON--FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 15935 Katy Frwy, 77094. (713) 429-1219. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M., Tom 
Bright, evangelist. 

HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRJST, 
1245 Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

------
KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713)-351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

(619)367-9400.Wewillcontactlovedonesorfriends. HARRISON-FIR STREET CHURCH OF 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Robert R. CHRIST. Preaching the whole counsel of God. 

LIVINGSTON-1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Stephenson, prea_c_he_r_. ___ _ 

c:entral 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer ofYampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, II A.M., Wed. 7 P.M. 
824-2630 

METRO-DENVEJt AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 
CLEARWAT ER--CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRJST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, I I A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wed. 7:00? .M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AYE CHURCH OF 
CHRlST, 1811 N. W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 3 73-7277. 

JACKSONVlLLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 711-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Mark Moslrer, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M . Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 
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Mark Turok, minister (517) 539-5561. 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke St., 5581 I. Sun. 10, II A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

MISSOURI 
BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
St., Sun. 9:00, 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. 
(417) 334-3866, 334-3757. 

MONTANA 
MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRJST, 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 
265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

SAN ANTONIO-SHENANDOAH CHURCH OF 
CHRJST, I 1026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (2 10) 696-
5532, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M., Terry M. Hightower, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRJST, 1250 
So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, I I 
A.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 
382-7837. 

CHRJSTIANSBURG-EASTSIDE CHURCH OF 

ROCKY MOUNT-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1040 CHRIST, 135 Church St., Christiansburg, 24073. 
H'll s s IO II AM 6 p M w d 7 30 p M Sun. 10, I I A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence 1 

l. un. • · ·• · ·• e · : · · Lavender, minister. (703) 382-7777. 
(9 19} 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878- 11 62. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. 
Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 
II A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, 
minister. (803) 877-895 1. E11:it 56 off I-85. 3 miles. 

MAX MEADOWS-FT. CHISWELL CHURCH 
OF CHRIST-Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 
24360. Y, mile S. I-8 1 & I-77 (Exit 80), Highway 
52. Sun. 10, II A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann 
M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 637-4244: (703) 223-1787. 

WYOMING 
SHERIDAN--NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 555 N. Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 
9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Charles Pledge 
(307) 672-7903, 672-3097. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congregation 
needs energetic, motivated, family man with expe
rience, committed to building positive relationships. 
Husband and wife resumes (and video if available) 
requested with transcripts and professional\personal 
recommendat ions. Salary, benefits and start date 
negotiable. House and utili ties provided. Please re
ply as soon as possible to: Parkview Church of 
Christ, Att: Jim Scott, P.O. Box 1083, Warren, Ml 
48090. 

Wanted: Couple or family, mission-minded, who 
would like to relocate to northern Wisconsin to 
help evangelize and start a church. Must have sup
port or be able to work out. Can help with some 
support and moving expenses. For information call 
(7 15) 474-347 1 or write to R. Howard, W9272 
Hobbles Creek Rd., Catawba, WI 54515. 

The church in Three Forks, MT needs a preacher 
for a growing congregation and a growing commu
nity. The church started in this community in Aug. 
1990 with 12 people at our first meeting. Now av
erage 30-35. The re are 1400 peop le in the 
community. Want preacher who is dedicated to the 
Lord's work, that will reach out into the communi
ty and teach. Three Forks is located at headwaters 
of Missouri River. Good hunting and fishing and a 
beautiful area. Contact: Bud Alexander (406) 285-
3649, Jim Ward (406) 285-3667. Or write: Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1066, Three Forks, MT 59752. 

Sound congregation in Overbrook, KS, 40-50 mem
bers, is seeking sound minister of God's Word. Can 
provide home and partial salary. Interested individ
uals can call Wayne Clark (913) 665-7085 or Toy 
Arnold 9913) 665-7947. 

The church in Manitowoc, WS, a self-supporting 
group of 45 members, is in need of a minister. 
Please send resume, photo, and audio tape to Church 
of Christ, II 09 N . 17th St., Manitowoc, WS 54220, 
or call (414) 682-7481. 

PREACHERS AVAILABLE 

Preacher available after June 15. Graduate of Sunset 
School of Preaching 1975.51 years of age. Worked 
in Wisconsin and 1llinois congregations 1974-1983; 
with present congregation since 1983. Have served 
with present congregation as elder. Would prefer 
upper Midwest but will serve in other areas. Contact: 
Joe D. Mitchell (806) 435-3064. 

An experienced, sound Gospel preacher desires to 
work with a congregation interested in growth. 
Married. B.A. and M.A. in Counseling. Graduate of 
F reed-Hardeman. Prefer Southeast. Resume and 
references upon request. Contact: J. Donald Mash, 
1025 7th Ave., St. Albans, WV 25177. (304) 722-
2333, 727-0761. 

Sound Gospel preacher desires to relocate. 35 years 
full -time experience. Good recom mendations 
available. Emphasis on personal work. Nearing 
retirement age. Contact Joe Preston, 4112 Jones, 
Carlsbad, NM 88220. (505) 887-9105. 

Looking for a place to help. Retired preacher on 
Social Security. Need housing and supplemental 
income. Preach in Spanish or English. Write or call: 
Bert M. Perry, Rt. I, Box 660-A, Columbia, LA 
71418, (318) 649-6480. 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of Scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending S 11.50 to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free lis t send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. 

Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, .l.:.8.iliL: 
343-0143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 765 13. 

SUBSCRIBE TO REPROVE. A publication devoted 
to "bringing to light" many of the current brotherhood 
issues. Send $4.00 to REPROVE, P.O. Box 155, 
Red Oak, TX 75 154. 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 

Postage Appreciated 

- Elbert R. Garretson -
(805) 721 -8925 • 1 210 9th Ave. 

Delano, CA 93215 

SHENANDOAH LECTURESHIP BOOKS: 1993-
Denominationa/ism vs the Bible-S 18.50; 1992-
Bib/ica/ Ethics-$20.50; 1991-Right/y Dividing tire 
Word: Special Hermeneutics-$ 16.50; 1988-
The Current Digression-$8.00-all postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 
San Antonio, TX 78230-2504 or (2 10) 696-5532. 
multiple orders sent & billed. (For reprint of 1990 
RDTW: General Hermeneutics, contact National 
Christian Press.) 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Te rry Hightowe r, II 026 W urzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
Train" newsletter. 

Pews for sale at one-half mfg.'s price. Available 
approx. Nov. I , 1993. Excellent condition. Contact: 
West End Church of Christ, Knoxville, TN 37923. 
Phone: (615) 693-080 I. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale- an active congregation . 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1 475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 2085 1. 

Houseparents 
Needed 

Spiritually mature 
Christian couples 

interested in 
becoming 

Houseparents 
Contact 

Medina Children's Home 
Route 16, Box 75 

Medina, TX 78055 
Phone(512)589-2871 
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More than 40,000 from 20 states have attended our Gospel 
Sing Songs 'Till Midnight and sung these great songs in the 
Church Gospel Songs & Hymns. These song books have been 
used at Gospel Sing Songs 'Till Midnight for many years. 

Dr. E. Claude Gardner 
President Emeritus, 
Fread-Hardeman 
University 

We are thankful for these 
wonderful books (2,500 
in Loyd Auditorium. In my 
judgment, Church 
Gospel Songs & Hymns 
is the best of the books 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 
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Paul Epps: It is my 
personal belief that it is 
one of the most complete 
songbooks ever published. 
It should bring forth a great 
interest for congregational 
and special song services. 
It has a collection of well
loved hymns and songs, 
as well as many new 
singable songs written by 
our brethren. I recommend 
the book very highly. 

Other commendations to follow. 

Order from 
Central Printers & Publishers 

P.O. Box 1456 
West Monroe, LA 71294 

(800) 551·5030 (except La.) (318) 396·6123 

SET OF 4 STEREO CASSETTES- 170 SONGS 
By choruses, quartets, special groups and 

congregations 
For learning new songs and for edification and 

enjoyment 
Catalo ue price - $34.95 

Easy to read - spiral bound 
Catalogue price- $19.95 

Bulk Rate 

U .S. Postage 

PAID 

Dallas, TX 

Permit No.l863 

5711 / / / / COMP 
JOHN C PROPHET 
18310 RIVER OAKS RD 
DAMON, TX 77430 
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Are We Nurturing Another Crossfield? 
By Adron Doran 

Bea1· Valley Chv?Y'l' of"''"";"+ 
School of· B'"t_,·, . · r • • ' . . , •. 

• c.. U ... .... ~.. •. '· ,J ,;,f) 

T he main thrust toward liberalism within the 
Christian Church during the first decade of 
the twentieth century was led by Richard 

Henry Crossfield as president of Transylvania Uni
versity in Lexington, Kentucky. He was elected to 
the presidency by the board of curators in the fall of 
1908. John William McGarvey was serving as presi
dent of the College of the Bible, and Hall Laurie 
Calhoun was a member of the faculty. Crossfield had 
not been on board long before he clashed with 
McGarvey and Calhoun over his liberal leanings. 
W.C. Moro was serving as dean of the college, while 
Isaiah Boone Grubbs and Samuel Mitchell Jefferson 
were also members of the faculty. All of the faculty 
of the college had followed the pattern of teaching 
and the curriculum content established by McGarvey 
and his predecessors since 1865. 

In the fall of 1911 W.C. Moro resigned as dean 
of the College of the Bible, and Calhoun was elected 
as the replacement. J.W. McGarvey died on October 
6, 1911, and on October 13, 1911, Calhoun was se
lected as acting president of the college. Crossfield 
saw that if some dramatic move was not made, the 
college was destined to follow in the McGarvey con
servative tradition with Calhoun as president. Cross
field resigned the presidency of Transylvania Uni
versity on November 3, 1911. He gave his reason for 
resigning the post that it would open the way for the 

~107 So. Lu.n .. w 0 ,,.~:3t 
Denver, CO SO.J·J'l 

curators and trustees to consider selecting an indi-
vidual who would serve as president of both institu
tions. The two boards met and agreed to request 
Crossfield accept the joint appointment; he did on 
February 1, 1912. 

In reality, the leaven of liberalism had invaded 
the college body under the presidency of Burris A. 
Jenkins, who had served from 1901 to 1906. Dwight 
E. Stevenson wrote that Jenkins was "an energetic 
liberal who had been profoundly influenced by Alex
ander Proctor and his university training at Yale and 
Harvard to look favorably both upon Darwin's theory 
of evolution and upon higher criticism of the Bible." 
Soon after the election of Burns, McGarvey took 
him to task over his statement, "I do not believe that 
historical study, which, applied to the Scriptures, is 
called historical criticism, can endanger anybody's 
faith in the Bible, in God, or in Christ." After a se
ries of rebukes by McGarvey, Jenkins replied that he 
had been styled "as a higher critic of the deepest 
dark blue" and described McGarvey as "though in 
private conversation and relationships, he could be 
the sweetest old gentleman in the world, when he 
began to write in what he considered the defense of 
the faith, he dipped his pen in gall and blotted his 
paper with asbestos." Shortly after his clash with 
McGarvey, Burris Jenkins resigned his position and 
moved away from Lexington. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Virgin Birth of Jesus 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

J esus was born of a virgin to make it pos
sible for God to enter the human 
condition. If he had been born in the natu

ral course of procreation, he would have been 
merely mortal and just like any other person 
born into the world. He was more than man. He 
was also God. Paul explains that Christ Jesus 
was "in the form of God" and that he was "on 

an equality with God," but he took on "human form" and was 
made "in the likeness of men" (Phil. 2:5-11). 

The only way God could become man was by miracle. It could 
not occur by natural means. The death on the cross to redeem 
ruined man had to be the offering of a perfect, eternal being who 
came in the likeness of man. For Jesus' sacrifice to be effective in 
accomplishing its timeless purpose, it had to be the act of deity. 
"Well might the sun in darkness hide, and shut his glories in, when 
Christ, the mighty Maker died for man, the creature's sin." 

This explains the necessity of the virgin birth of Jesus. Only 
by supernatural conception could an Eternal One become flesh. 
The virgin birth is, therefore, a critical and essential part of the 
everlasting scheme of the living God. Still, the entrance of Jesus 
into a sinful world had to be managed with infinite wisdom; 
otherwise, the event of all the ages would have miscarried. 

Virgin Birth in Prophecy 

0 nly once in the Old Testament did God foretell that 
Jesus would be born of a virgin (unless you count the 
"seed of woman" prophecy of Genesis 3: 15 to reference 

virgin birth). The one passage that uses the word virgin in connec
tion with the coming of Immanuel is in the book of the prophet 
Isaiah. It has been the cause of endless discussion. It was not fully 
understood by those to whom the prophecy was made nor by those 
of the first century nor by those of subsequent generations. Nor 
is it understood by many today. The passage is understandable. 

The background of the solitary prophecy of the virgin birth of 
Jesus is given in the Old Testament. Isaiah lived just before the 
nation of Israel was enslaved by the Assyrians. He saw it happen. 
He prophesied a similar fate for the nation of Judah, if the people 
did not return to God. 



In the days of Isaiah, the king of Syria was Rezin, and the king 
of Israel was Pekah, whom Isaiah scornfully called "the son of 
Remaliah." Syria and Israel created an alliance. They twice in-
vaded Judah and tormented king Ahaz. The king of Judah feared 

In This Issue 
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the lords of Syria and Israel, knowing his army could not withstand Editorial: 
their strength. He made a pact with Assyria to protect him from Jlirgin Birth of Jesus 
Rezin and "Remaliah 's son." This was the intrigue of Isaiah's time. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs ............. !-............. Z 

God's prophet encouraged Ahaz to put his trust in Jehovah 
and not in Assyria. He promised that Judah would not be de- Who's Mmding Our Mituls'l 
stroyed by the Syrianllsraelite alliance. He knew the agreement Bill Lockwood ....................................... 7 

between Ahaz and Assyria would bring Judah to grief. 
Isaiah said to Ahaz, "Ask thee a sign of Jehovah thy God; ask ·Altruistic Hedonism 

Steve Gibson ......................... -•e:e•"'""''! · 8 
it either in the depth, or in the height above" (Is a. 7: 11 ). God 
offered to give Ahaz miraculous evidence that he would · Pack of Lies- 6 
protect Judah. i "Pre!Jom Ba/Jies Are Not Humllll·~ 

A haz hatefully said, "I will not ask, neither will I tempt 
Jehovah" (Isa. 7:12). Ahaz pretended piety. He wanted no 
evidence from God because he had bargained for the pro-

!. tection of Assyria. 
This set the scene. Isaiah thundered out, "Hear ye now, 0 

house of David: Is it a small thing for you to weary men, that ye 
will weary my God also?" (Isa. 7:13). This was a stinging rebuke. · 
Ahaz was descended from David, but he was not like the pious son 
of Jesse. He looked to Assyria for salvation and rejected Jehovah. 
This would bring swift destruction. 

The prophet next said to the foolish king: 

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: behold, a vir
gin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Im
manuel. Butter and honey ~hall he eat, when he knoweth to 
refuse the evil, and choose the good. For before the child shall 
know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings thou abhorrest shall be forsaken (I sa. 7: 14-16). 

Lindell MitcheU ......................... ,.... ..... 10· 

Previetv.of Another ACU Book 
Earl Trimble ........................................ 12 

·The Foster Wmesldns Article Agflin: 
Second Mistake Worse than the First 

J. E~ Chollte .......................... ~ ...... 14 . 

·Casting Down ·Imaginations 
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In ~hrlst~l 
Robert lL Taylor Jr ............. ~.~~.~ ..... 19 

The man of God said to the rebellious ruler: "You don't want ... Ovations for-the Overtones 
. . Hizrold Blevins ............................. ~ ...... •. 20 

a sign from Jehovah because your heart is already turned away 
from him. The Lord will give you a sign anyhow. Here is the sign: 
Before a virgin could conceive, bear a son, and the child learn to 
refuse evil and choose good, Rezin and Remaliah 's son will be 
utterly defeated and their nati~ns destroyed." 

That was the sign! It would be too late for Ahaz because he 
had decided to cast his lot with Assyria. He would, nevertheless, 
know that "there is a God that judgeth in the world." 

Jehovah repeated the sign under a different figure. Isaiah and 
his wife would have a son to be named Maher-shalal-hash-baz. Of 
Isaiah's son it was said, "For before the child shall have knowledge 
to cry, My father, and, My mother, the riches of Damascus and the 
spoil of Samaria shall be carried away befoJ."e the king of Assyria" 
(Isa. 8:4). This was an echo of the first prophecy. God told Ahaz 
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that before a newborn could learn to say, "Mother'' 
and "Father'' (know to refuse evil and choose good), 
Israel and Syria would be no more. The fulfilled sign 
would be a strong signal for Judah to repent. 

We spotlight the virgin-born child who was Im
manuel. Isaiah does not say when this child would 
appear. The virgin's son is purposely left obscure, but 
the prophecy was written in an indestructible book to 
a later fulfillment and inspired explanation. 

Ahaz understood Isaiah was foretelling that 
within three years Syria and Israel would be impo
tent. He did not understand who the virgin was nor 
the meaning of calling her son Immanuel. That infor
mation was left sleeping in the prophecy. 

The best authorities say that the Hebrew word for 
virgin in Isaiah 7: 14 means "a girl, maiden, virgin, a 
young woman who is unmarried, who is of marriage
able age." Whether she was to be a virgin at the time 
the child was born, or was to remain such afterwards, 
cannot be decided by a philological examination of 
the word. 

There the prophecy was left. The prophet does 
not say when the virgin would live or the child 
would be born. He simply states it would happen 
somewhere, sometime. The persons involved and the 
time of fulfillment are not disclosed by Old Testa
ment writers. 

The Prophecy Fulfilled 

After about six hundred years, th.e prophecy 
was fulfilled and, in time, the shadows of the 
prophecy removed. The Holy Spirit, through 

a New Testament writer, fills in the blanks and sup
plies more information about the virgin's boy: 

4 

An angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 
And she shall bring forth a son; and thou shalt 
call his name JESUS; for it is he that shall save 
his people from their sins. Now all this is come 
to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spo
ken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, 
Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a son, And they shall call his name 
Immanuel; which is, being interpreted, God 
with us. And Joseph arose from his sleep, and 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, 
and took unto him his wife (Matt. 1 :20-24). 

The mystery is revealed. Matthew tells us that 

September 1993 
Firm Foundation 

the virgin was Mary of Nazareth, and her son was 
Jesus. The only prophecy recorded in the Old Testa
ment that mentions the "virgin" birth of Immanuel 
is the Isaiah passage. Matthew says Mary and Jesus 
fulfilled it. This tells us the when and the who of the 
prophecy. Matthew uses a Greek word to translate 
the Hebrew virgin that means a woman who had not 
known a man. There is no need to wrangle over this 
because we have an inspired dermition of the word. 
An angel of the Lord said to Mary: 

And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, 
and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name 
JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Most High: and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end (Luke 1 :31-33). 

Now, note carefully: 
And Mary said unto the angel, How shall this 
be, seeing I know not a man? (Luke 1 :34). 

That puts the question beyond the reach of any 
critic. We have an inspired explanation of the mean
ing of the word virgin as it was used by both Isaiah 
and Matthew. The virgin of the prophecy was a 
young woman who had "not known a man." The an
gel explained to Mary: 

The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Most High shall overshadow thee: 
wherefore also the holy thing which is begotten 
shall be called the Son of God (Luke 1 :35). 

The body of Jesus was prepared by agency of the 
Holy Spirit and the power of the Most High. God was 
about to become flesh, and this required a supernatu
ral act. A virgin- young woman who had never 
known a man- was the vehicle, but God prepared 
the body. "Wherefore when he cometh into the 
world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest 
not, But a body didst thou prepare for me" (Heb. 
1 0:5). He who made the body of Adam from the dust 
of Eden prepared a body for the coming of the Lord. 

Matthew tells us that when the angel told Joseph 
to take Mary to wife, he did it. "Joseph rose from his 
sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him." He did not wait 90 days until Mary returned 
from her visit with Elizabeth to marry her, but 
he took her to be his wife when he "rose from 
his sleep." 



Jesus was born nine months after the marriage, 
and none in Nazareth, or Galilee, or Jerusalem, or 
Judea ever insinuated the possibility of a scandal. The 
people of Nazareth thought Jesus was the "car
penter's son" (Matt. 13:55). It was commonly sup
posed that Jesus was the son of Joseph (Luke 3:23). 

The captious Jewish rulers who wanted desper
ately to discredit Jesus never accused him of an ille
gitimate birth. The Old Law stipulated, "A bastard 
shall not enter into the assembly of Jehovah; even to 
the tenth generation shall none of his enter into the 
assembly of Jehovah" (Deut. 23:2). This put a 
stigma, and assigned a severe penalty, on sexual pro
miscuity. Would God all generations condemn forni
cation and make its practice unacceptable. 

The fact that the rulers of Jesus' day never 
charged him with scandal in his birth shows there 
was not the slightest misgiving on the part of Jesus' 
contemporaries. They thought Jesus was the son of 
Joseph and Mary. The world did not learn until the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke were written- sev
eral years after the ascension of Jesus - that the 
birth of the Son of God fulfilled the old Isaiah 
prophecy. 

There was a reason for this. The virgin creation 
of Jesus in the womb of Mary might not have been 
believed when it frrst happened. The Jewish Senate 
would have certainly denied Jesus access to the 
temple if there was any indication that his birth was 
improper. Information about the circumstances of his 
birth was shrouded in mystery in the Old Testament 
prophecy, and the information given to Joseph and 
Mary was kept private. They never said a word about 
it to anyone. "But Mary kept all these sayings, pon
dering them in her heart" (Luke 2: 19). 

After the teaching and mighty works and won
ders and signs of Jesus, after his tragic death, after 
his glorious resurrection, after his ascension and 
mighty intercession, after the amazing success of a 
handful of his disciples in preaching salvation to the 
whole world, then the news of the conditions of his 
birth could be given and would be everywhere 
accepted. 

If an unmarried, pregnant woman today claimed 
to be carrying a baby prepared by deity, she would 
be laughed to scorn. The same thing would have 
happened in the first century. God, therefore, placed 

safeguards about the details of the birth of Jesus, to 
be revealed when the world could receive it. 

Worthy art thou, ... for thou was slain, and didst 
purchase unto God with thy blood men of every 
tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, and 
madest them to be unto our God a kingdom and 
priests; and they reign upon earth .... Worthy is 
the Lamb that hath been slain to receive the 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and might and 
honor, and glory, and blessing .... Unto him that 
sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb, be the 
blessing, and the honor, and the glory, and the 
dominion, for ever and ever. And the four living 
creatures said, Amen. And the elders fell-down 
and worshipped (Rev 5:9-14). 

11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 

(713) 469-3102 

EPILOGUE: Liberals and other unbelievers 
have for a long time explained the Isaiah pas
sage by saying a young woman, then a virgin, 

would marry, lose her virginity, and bear a son. She 
would be a virgin before marriage but not after
wards. They call this a virgin birth. Lukes definition 
of the virgin Mary as "having never known a man" 
is ignored. Liberals reject miracles. 

Could this explain how a professor of theology 
and preaching at Abilene Christian University could 
say that Mary of Nazareth was a "sexually question
able woman" (Andre Resner, Wineskins, November 
1992) and then say, "I believe in the virgin birth"? 
The two statements are contradictory, unless you put 
a liberalistic spin on the word virgin. Then, too, we 
have President Moneys statement that he was sad
dened to think "that some people would readily be
lieve that we would tolerate anyone in our Bible fac
ulty who denied something as fundamental as the 
virgin birth." 

Well, brother Money, when Andre Resner, a mem
ber of your Bible faculty, calls the birth of Jesus a 
"scandal" and classifies his mother with harlots and 

fornicators and describes her as questionable in 
character, intelligent, Bible-believing people are go
ing to think he is denying the virgin birth. The only 
out is to make virgin mean non-virgin, a position 
which is hard for a non-liberal. Fp 
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Are We Nurturing Another Crossfield? 
(continued from 1) 

Q H. Crossfield came to the presidency of 
Transylvania University from a very liberal 
background in preparation and experience. 

He had earned a doctorate from Wooster University 
and had served as minister of the Owensboro (Ky.) 
Christian Church, which was known as an "organ and 
society church." Early in his tenure he came in direct 
conflict with Calhoun over the liberal policies which 
Crossfield advocated. The trustees advised Calhoun 
to cease his attack upon Crossfield "because of the 
drastic effect it would have on the standing of the col
lege in the eyes of the brotherhood." When W.C. Moro 
left the College of the Bible in 1910, he wrote the 
trustees, "I believe we are on the eve of a great social 
change. With other things the church also will be 
changed." 

With the changes in sight and at hand, Crossfield 
set about to fill all the vacancies of the faculty of the 
college with men of the most liberal leaning and repu
tation. Alonzo W. Fortune, who held a doctorate from 
the University of Chicago and had served as minis
ter of an extremely liberal church in Cincinnati was 
chosen to teach church history and New Testament 
theology. The appointment ofFortune, who had been 
closely associated with the Campbell Institute, came 
under severe attack from the conservatives led by S.S. 
Lappin, J.B. Briney, and John T. Brown. The critics 
charged Fortune with being willing to give up baptism 
for unity, with teaching that there were contradictions 
in the Bible, with denying the miracles of the Old Tes
tament and claiming that the apostles were not under 
the infallible direction of the Holy Spirit. 

William Clayton Bower was appointed to occupy 
the chair of the Bible School Pedagogy. He had 
graduated from Butler College and had a master's 
degree from Columbia University. The selection of 
Fortune and Bower was followed by the appointment 
of Elmer E. Snoddy and George W. Hemry. 

Crossfield had successfully rebuilt the faculty of 
the College of the Bible and was on his way to open
ing the floodgates to every form of liberalism in the 
classrooms. The slow and insidious process of 
changing the teachings of Christ and the apostles and 
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liberalizing the pattern of operation of the church did 
not originate with the men and women in the church 
pews but in the college classrooms and the adminis
trative offices. The young men who were subjected 
to the new theology went into the pulpits of the area 
churches preaching a social gospel. Only a very few 
of the congregations rejected the new, liberal thrust. 

The controversy which had been going on for 
sometime fmally came to be a "Firestorm in the Blue
grass" at the College of the Bible in the spring of 
1917. As McAllister and Thcker point out in Journey 
in Faith, "The liberals won a decisive victory over the 
conservatives at the College of the Bible in 1917." 

orne of us today seem to detect the likeness of 
Richard H. Crossfield and his associates in 
strategic positions within our Christian col

leges. If they continue on this same course, we are 
destined to lose our position in our plea for the "old 
path." If the boards of trustees of our colleges and 
universities acquiesce, in the face of the battle which 
is raging, as the trustees did at the College of the 
Bible in whitewashing the charges, then it remains 
for the brotherhood to rise up and call them to ac
count. There seems to be no one within the faculties 
and administrators deeply enough convinced of the 
dangers to stand up and call a halt. Is liberalism 
within the churches of Christ producing another 
Crossfield? Are elders of congregations and trustees 
of colleges providing a climate in which another 
Crossfield will emerge? 111 Woodland 

Lexington, K.Y 405023 
Fp 

BIBLE TEACHERS: 
GARY FALLIS, JOHNNY RAMSEY, 

DON SIMPSON, DAVE MILLER 

DIRECTOR: DAVE MILLER 
(Write or call for full information) 

P.O. BOX 210667 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095 

PHONE: (817) 282-8528 
(817) 282-3911 



Who's Minding Our Minds? 
By Bill Lockwood 

American youth as well as the "hoary heads" 
seem to be influenced as much by the major 
media as they are by any other source. From 

movies to television to popular magazines and mu
sic videos -media messages are pounded into one's 
thinking functions probably more regularly than are 
traditional values by the church and the home. 

That the media source of information has been 
poisoned at the fountainhead by anti-Christian bias 
and anti-American bigotry almost goes without say
ing. Actually, media seduction is quickly evolving 
from "biased' to extremely jaundiced. I have noted 
that this is even confessed by some of Hollywood's 
liberals themselves. For instance, Michael Medved, 
a former speech writer for George McGovern, inter
viewed by Michael Rouinoff for Human Events (re
printed in AFA Journal, 4-93), observed: 

It surprised me, being sort of in the trenches 
where I work, that people in the organized 
Christian community have been so quiescent, 
have been accepting of all kinds of slurs and 
attacks -gratuitous jabs in the eye and pokes 
in the ribs. I mean constantly, never saying any
thing. 

Medved is Jewish. He, therefore, compared the 
Christians' behavior to the Jews'. "If somebody has 
even a scintilla of anti-Semitism in a motion picture, 
the Anti-Defamation League (of B'nai B'rith) and 
other Jewish organizations speak out." 

Consider this. Not one, single, media production 
in the last decade has portrayed homosexuality in a 
negative light. Yet, Hollywood crams messages into 
productions that "involvement in Christianity makes 
you a nut." Medved points out that from Guilty as 
Charged (1992), Cape Fear (1991), The Pope Must 
Die (1991), The Handmaids Tale (1990), and The 
Rapture ( 1991 ), the message is constantly prattled 
that the "only people who practice Christianity are 
people who are deeply disturbed psychotics." 

Don Feder, a Creators Syndicate columnist, 

commented just before the recent Oscar awards 
upon several films expecting top honors. In the 
Daily Oklahoman (3-29-93) he quoted Medved as 
referring to The Crying Game as the biggest, most 
successful con in cinematic history "because it por
trays homosexuality as insignificant and that under 
the right circumstances, any man could be sexually 
attracted to another." 

A Few Good Men stars Jack Nicholson who 
plays a sadistic and borderline psychotic. According 
to director Rob Reiner, the character was "modeled" 
after Lt. Col. Oliver North. "Of the film's two arch
villains, one is a verse-spouting, born-again Chris
tian, the other a career officer meant to epitomize the 
brutality liberalism believes inherent in the military 
ethic." 

Toys is another anti -military flick and Danny 
De Vito's Hoffa is deviously designed to glorify the 
labor-villain who disappeared in 1975. DeVito 
peddled his definition of a hero in another Oklaho
man review, "The way I look at a hero, in my terms, 
is, like, not somebody pullin' somebody out of a 
burning plane, but I mean a guy who is like dedi
cated to a cause." Judas would be a heroic figure in 
history given De Vito's idea. Obviously, the unsaid 
part of De Vito's foolishness, at least measuring it by 
Hollywood's ideals, is that this interpretation will 
work for everyone except those dedicated to Jesus 
Christ, to morality in the face of abortion, or to 
American's constitutional form of government. As 
Don Feder mused, the entertainment industry wor
ships at the shrine of social liberalism. But sadly, 
with these "social" Baal-worshipers almost com
pletely manipulating the informative input in our 
entertainment-intoxicated brains, what shall be the 
program-output of our thinking and behavioral char
acteristics in the coming times? Who's minding your 
mind? 211 N. 5th 

Marlow, OK 73055 
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Altruistic Hedonism 
By Steve Gibson 

Altruism is an unselfish regard for or devotion 
to the welfare of others. Hedonism makes 
personal pleasure the principal good and 

proper aim ofbehavior. A strange marriage of these 
two ethics, by which many modems order their lives, 
may be called altruistic hedonism. 

A good example is Hawkeye Pierce, character 
from the long-running television series, M.A.S.H. 
On the one hand, Hawkeye is an altruist As an ex
tremely talented and totally unselfish surgeon, he 
tirelessly volunteers his healing hands to aid helpless 
wartime victims. In this regard, Hawkeye is the con
summate humanitarian. On the other hand, back in 
his tent between crises, he is equally devoted to get
ting drunk, seducing women, and sharpening his ir
reverent wit at the expense of Frank Burns (who, in 
the movie version especially, is portrayed as a 
hypocritical Christian). Hawkeye is an altruistic he
donist who outdoes his fellows in both tenderhearted 
succor of the needy and unbridled indulgence in 
''victimless" sins. 

Due largely to the influence of a philosophy 
called secular humanism, our world is full of real-life 
Hawkeyes who double-major in virtue and vice. 
Humanism bases ethics purely on human need and 
interest, apart from any sanctions from God. It de
fends the works of the flesh, while at the same time 
indicting Christian traditions because they "often 
impede the will to serve others" (Humanist Mani-
festo II, under "Religion," "First"). 

It is important to point out the errors of altruis
tic hedonism because of the inherent attractiveness 
and persuasive power of its humanitarian spirit. Self
sacrificing humanists do exist. Consider, for ex
ample, Albert Schweitzer. Early in this century, 
Schweitzer earned a doctorate in theology as he 
struggled with, and chronicled his loss of faith in, the 
historical Jesus. Nevertheless, he went on to earn 
another doctorate in medicine and devote the rest 
of his days to healing the tribesmen of Africa. 
Schweitzer laid down his life for unknown "friends," 
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and his altruism, as such, is to be appreciated (John 
15:13). But no resume of "wonderful works" can 
hide the glaring fallacies of altruistic hedonism and 
humanism (Matt. 7:22). 

1. "Altruistic hedonism " (humanism) has no 
philosophic base for any "values" whatsoever. If the 
theory of evolution is true, then man is of the same 
nature as an insect, and there is no logical ground for 
it to be more of a crime to kill one than the other. If 
not, why not? In 1980, brother Thomas B. Warren 
pressed humanist author, Dr. Joe Barnhart of North 
Texas State University, to prove philosophica1Jy why 
it was wrong for a child-molester, recently featured 
in the news, to rape a 4-year-old girl. Barnhart could 
not answer, and no humanist alive can. In fact, the 
humanist is typically a self-righteous snob who is 
too arrogant even to attempt to answer such well
taken questions. For humanism offers no standard 
whatsoever by which it is one whit more moral to die 
for a friend than to betray one. 

The hedonist who feigns himself an altruist will 
be undone come Judgment Day (Acts 24:25), be
cause devoted hedonists will be sentenced to hell 
as murderers, seeing they revel in that which 
brought all death and suffering into God's cre
ation- namely, sin itself (John 8:44; Rom. 5: 12). 

2. "Altruistic hedonism " (humanism) destroys 
human beings, i.e. hedonists themselves. Various sins 
destroy the physical man. "He that committeth forni
cation sinneth against his own body" (1 Cor. 6:18). 
Drug addicts sin against the brain; drunkards sin 
against the liver; smokers sin against the lungs; and 
pinchers and dippers sin against the cheek and gums. 

But the hedonist not only destroys his own body, 
he also sets an example that encourages others to be 
self-destructive. In fact, one of the most precious 
virtues the hedonist tramples under foot is his lever
age to persuade others (even loved ones and chil
dren) not to engage in self-destructive behaviors! 
Many a drug user has been awakened to the 



viciousness of his sin only after seeing the hedonism 
with which he has infected a friend, cost the friend's 
life. Altruistic hedonists should see themselves mir
rored in the self-destructive neighbors they sacrifice 
to help (Matt. 7:3-5; Rom. 2:21 ). 

3. "Altruistic hedonism " (humanism) destroys 
souls. Sin always destroys the spiritual man. Even 
''victimless" sin is exceeding sinful, because it ne
gates the very purpose for which man was created, 
namely, to enjoy the Father's fellowship (Gen. 2:15; 
3:8; John 4:23; 1 John 1:5-7; Rev. 21 :3-8). Dear 
reader, it is criminal to tell a Gospel messenger, "Oh, 
don't worry about me," when God has "worried" 
enough about you to send his only begotten Son to 
die for you (John 3:16)! It is no mark ofhumility nor 
act of "altruism" toward God to judge oneself ''un
worthy of eternal life" by rejecting the Gospel (Acts 
13:44-48). 

True selflessness involves self-denial of those 
behaviors that the Scriptures term "works of the 
flesh," based on a realization that such deeds barri
cade fellowship between God and man (Gal. 5:19-
21, 24; cf. Matt. 5:29-30; 18:8-9; Mark 9:43; Rom. 
6:12-13; 8:13; Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:5; Heb. 11:24-25; 1 
Pet. 2:11; 4:2-3). Hedonists make pastime of the fol
lowing: (1) nurtured sexual lust ("uncleanness, 
lasciviousness"), (2) nurtured anger ("wrath," 
"envyings"), (3) drug abuse (pharmakeia, Gk.), and 
(4) drinking ("drunkenness, revelings, and such 
like"). But Paul forewarns that "they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gal. 
5:19-21). Because these sins are never truly "victim
less," the true altruist will always stop and ask, "How 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God?" (Gen. 39:9). 

4. "Altruistic hedonism " (humanism) does not 
practice altruism toward Jesus Christ. Living, not for 
self, but for Christ is the only "altruism" worthy of 
the name. "If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but 
whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same 
shall save it" (Luke 9:23-24; cf. 14:26; John 12:25-
26). "For the love of Christ constraineth us; because 
we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead: and that he died for all, that they which live 

should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
him which died for them, and rose again" (2 Cor. 
5: 14-15). Christianity does not "impede the will to 
serve others" (Matt. 20:27-28; Rom. 15:1-3; 1 Cor. 
10:24 with Gen. 13:9; Phil. 2:3-5). But infidelic hu
manism does "impede the will to serve" the risen 
Lord. The acid test of altruism is whether one will be 
a friend to the Son of God (John 15:14). 

They tried my Lord and Master 
With no one to defend 
Within the halls of Pilate 
He stood without a friend. 

I'll be a friend to Jesus 
My life for him I'll spend. 
I'll be a friend to Jesus 
Until my years shall end. 

5. "Altruistic hedonism" (humanism) is based on 
factual falsehood. Ultimately, Christianity and 
humanism struggle to the death over questions, not 
of "right and wrong," but of "true or false." Is man 
a unique, miraculous creation of God? Was Jesus of 
Nazareth resurrected bodily from the dead? Did the 
central event of Christianity occur? These are the 
questions which underlie the worth of present-day 
behaviors. Either Jesus is the risen Lord and his eth
ics are right, or he is not Lord and his ethics are 
groundless lies. Yet humanists generally steer clear of 
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a head-on factual confrontation against the God
given, rationally-compelling evidences of the truth of 
Christianity, lest it demolish the very premise of their 
hedonism (John 3:19-21). 

Let us remember that as Jesus walked to the 
cross, sympathetic bystanders "bewailed and la
mented him" (Luke 23:26). Jesus, however, did not 
stop to commend their "social conscience." Instead, 
he rebuked them, saying, "Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me, but for yourselves, and for your 
children" (Luke 23:27-28). Only self-conscious tears 
could impress these Jewish bystanders with their 
plight, as they faced the Roman invasion of Jerusa
lem in A.D. 70 and eternal punishment in hell after 
death (Matt. 21:43; 25:46; Luke 23:29-31). On the 
frrst Pentecost following the resurrection of Christ, 

those who had learned to weep for themselves were 
"pricked in their heart" as Peter convicted them for 
their wicked deeds (Acts 2:23, 37). Thankfully, their 
tears moved them to repent and obey Christ in bap
tism, at which point they received eternity's greatest 
blessing, "the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38, 41). 

We plead with the "altruistic hedonists" of the 
20th century to do likewise. Hear Christ speaking, 
and even if it does not come naturally, weep "for 
yourselves" (Luke 23 :28). Take your eyes off others; 
stand for a moment alone before God. Thrn that won
derful compassion upward and inward, and while 
you may yet "sorrow to repentance," weep for your 
sins and yourself (2 Cor. 7:9). 
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Pack of Lies 6 
''Pre born Babies Are Not Human'' 

By Lindell Mitchell 

E ach year approximately 4,300 preborn infants 
are legally put to death under the protection of 
the Supreme Court's 1973 decision in the case 

of Roe vs. Wade. When the idea of legalizing abor
tion was being pushed on the public, it was presented 
as the last desperate act of a woman in peril. Today 
about 97 percent of abortions take place for conve
nience or to avoid embarrassment. 

In a lame attempt to justify the ruling, the court 
appealed to paganism. Justice Harry Blackmun, au
thor of the 64-page document, stated that objection 
to abortion primarily comes from the oath of 
Hippocrates and Christianity. Because the oath spe
cifically prohibits abortion, the court wrestled with 
its influence. The court decided that since the oath 
did not correspond with prevailing views of antiq
uity, it was irrelevant. Blackmun wrote, "Ancient re
ligions did not bar abortion." (They didn't bar child 
sacrifice or prostitution, either!) Christianity's influ
ence was evidently dismissed because of the "sepa
ration of church and state." Two thousand years of 
Judeo-Christian influence was ignored while the 
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court reached back into the cesspool of paganism to 
fmd a basis for its moral position. 

How could they have been so foolish? They sim
ply bowed to the pressure of the feminists clamoring 
for abortion on demand. It is hauntingly similar to 
what happened a century earlier with the Dred Scott 
decision. This black man wanted his right to free
dom, but the Supreme Court, some of whose justices 
then "owned" slaves, defmed black people as "non
persons" for personal convenience. They voted 
seven to two in favor of this imbecilic position. 

In 1973 by the same margin, the court made an 
equally heinous decision concerning the status of the 
unborn. This arrogant disregard for moral verities in
validated all abortion laws in 50 sovereign states and 
made the court's will supreme. In effect, they passed 
a law that was neither voted on by the people nor 
enacted by our legislature. Growing out of this un
precedented stupidity, more than 20 million unborn 
children have been killed. This is 10 times the total 
number of Americans lost in all the nation's wars. 

It was a lie when Hitler's courts said Jews were 



nonpersons. It was a lie when the Supreme Court 
said blacks were nonpersons. It was a lie when they 
said unborn children were nonpersons! 

Every person is created in the image of God 
(Gen. 1 :26-27). The Bible extends the status of 
personhood to the unborn. For example, God said to 
Jeremiah, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I 
have appointed you a prophet to the nations" (Jer. 
1 :5). God was already forming plans for the unborn 
child which he "knew" in advance of his birth. Exo
dus 21 shows that the Lord regards the death of an 
unborn baby as the death of a person. Both classical 
and modem Hebrew scholars recognize this, based 
on careful study of Exodus 21:22-25. This text 
teaches that if a man strikes a pregnant woman and 
she miscarries with no harm to the child, he shall be 
fined as the woman's husband demands. But if the 
child dies then ''you shall appoint as a penalty life for 
life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot 
for foot" (Ex. 21 :23-24). If either the unborn baby or 
the mother dies, there must be just retribution. The 
prebom baby falls under the protection of God's law. 

Abortion continues simply because babies are 
unable to fight back. Their screams are muffied in 
the semisanitary abortion mills. Someone has to 
fight for these helpless ones. If we do not stand up 
for a child's rights, why do we believe that our own 
will not be taken away? 

Dr. David C. Thompson composed this poem af-
ter witnessing an abortion: 

Tiny wonder, little human, 
Lying still, your hands outstretched. 
I wonder what you might have been, 
I wonder what you might have done. 

Sixteen weeks - that's all you lived 
Until they wrenched you out of the womb 
To lie unattended, gasping, stunned, 
A plastic bag to be your tomb. 
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They weigh your form, record its length; 
Perfect tissue, soulless, mute. 
Your life, so small, was still too much. 
You died without one loving touch. 

Spark of existence, now no more, 
Snuffed out by those who came before. 
I wonder what you might have been, 
I wonder what you might have done. 
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Preview of Another ACU Book 
By Earl Trimble 

The February 1993 issue of The Christian 
Chronicle carried a "center-spread" article 
based on an interview with Dr. Douglas A. 

Foster, associate professor of church history and as
sociate director of the Center for Restoration Studies 
at ACU. The interview dealt with several questions 
answered by brother Foster that were said to repre
sent the ''key ideas" presented in his soon-to-be-pub
lished book entitled Will the Cycle Be Unbroken? 
Churches of Christ Face the 'IWenty-first Century. 

Dr. Foster's interview statements reflect his 
premise that today's fragmented status of our broth
erhood compares with the rise and fall of the world's 
religious movements of the past and present. His re
ferral to churches of Christ as a "movement" points 
up a misconception he has of the Lord's exclusive 
and unique church which Christ- not man- es
tablished. Foster's comparing the church alongside 
religious movements founded by men is a giveaway 
that he views the New Testament church in denomi
national terms. 

What so many brethren who seem to be ob
sessed with changing the church fail to 
realize is the fact that the church revealed 

in Scripture cannot be changed. The Lord's church 
is not a movement. It is a scripturally established re
ality. It is going nowhere as to its moving away, or 
becoming something different, from its scriptural 
identity. Individuals, or whole congregations, can 
apostatize and have their candlesticks of biblical in
fluence and identity removed or lost. Whole groups 
of Christians can leave their Bible moorings and 
become mere denominations, but they cannot 
change God's immutable Word, which is the seed of 
the kingdom that identifies members and congrega
tions of the Lord's church. 

Dr. Foster's Christian Chronicle statement pre
sents solutions to divisive problems besetting our 
brotherhood, as he sees it. However, much of what he 
says is rather vague and ambiguous and is couched 
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in language that could be taken to mean various 
things. 

For example, in answering the question, "So 
what is the answer for us as a body of believers?" he 
replied, a personal "renewal" of individual members 
and an "awakening" in the entire fellowship of the 
church. Then in answering the question, "Do you 
think this is possible?" he said it would only be pos
sible if the members have a 'jolting, radical change" 
brought on by their having an "encounter'' with God. 

To the closing question of the interview, "Is 
there any hope for reversal?" he replied, "If you look 
at all of this from a strictly historical and sociologi
cal standpoint, the answer is probably no. But with 
God all things are possible. That's the message of the 
book." 

ince Dr. Foster engaged in such "loose talk" 
in his interview, I wrote and asked if he would 
please explain and clarify four ambiguous ex

pressions he used: renewal, awakening, encounter 
as with God, and "how does God make all things 
possible,, that is, directly or through means. 

I am happy to report that the good professor re
plied by letter, but he touched on the first two ex
pressions only. He explained: 

I realize that the term renewal is used by 
groups that advocate various teachings and 
practices connected with the charismatic/signs 
and wonders movement ... By renewal I mean 
simply a renewed realization that we are de
pendent on God; a renewed submission to his 
will as expressed in his Word; a rejection of 
pride and self-satisfaction. 

Are there, at present, members of the church of 
our Lord who do not realize that we are dependent 
on God? Are there those of us who are refusing to 
submit to God's will as expressed in his Word? Dr. 
Foster is indicating there are indeed many who need 
renewing in this regard. If there are such self-reliant, 
egotistical, and rebellious brethren in our brother
hood who are rejecting God's Truth today, the 



professor may know of it and know who they are. 
Evidently Dr. Foster sees such a broad-based 

egotistic rebellion against "God's will, as expressed 
in his Word," that the demise of "the church-of
Christ religious movement" is inevitable unless God 
steps in through an "encounter" with us that results 
in a "jolting, radical change" of the brotherhood. 
This scenario is to be the thesis of his new book. 

In a second letter Dr. Foster summed up the ex
pression, encounter with God, as the "connection" 
that occurs through circumstantial happenings which 
causes one to realize God's love and offer of hope 
that "leads to one's surrender and obedience." In 
explaining his expression, all things are possible 
with God, he said: 

I mean precisely what the apostle meant when 
he said, ' I can do all things through Christ, who 
strengthens me' (Phil. 4: 13). Without the Spirit 
of Christ in us, all our plans, schemes, preach
ing, writing, etc., will never solve the ills now 
besetting us (Rom. 8:9). 

In one breath Dr. Foster says he does not believe 
in "miraculous workings," and in the next breath he 
speaks of direct workings by "the Spirit of Christ in 
us" (Rom. 8:9). Too, Professor Foster said, "No one 
can know God except as revealed in his Word." Then 
he speaks of a ')olting, radical change" that brings 
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us in harmony with God's will by means of our hav
ing an "encounter" or "connection" with God 
through means of circumstantial occurrence rather 
than by what is revealed to us in God's Word. 

Why will learned brethren who are in such 
influential positions use such "loose" lan
guage that is uncertain and confusing 

rather than their speaking distinctly and precisely? 
Why does Dr. Foster use such Pentecostal terminol
ogy as personal renewal, brotherhood awakening, 
and encounter with God, if he does not wish to con
vey what the Pentecostals convey in using the same 
terminology? Why does the professor equate Christ's 
strengthening us (Phil. 4: 13) with "the Spirit of 
Christ in us" (Rom. 8:9) and effecting success in 
"our plans, schemes, preaching, and writing"? If he 
does not believe in the direct operation of the Spirit 
in us, would brother Foster care to explain how 
God's Spirit accomplishes his strengthening and en
abling us to succeed in carrying out God's will in 
our lives? 

From Dr. Foster's statements in the interview, as 
reported in The Christian Chronicle, we can antici
pate another book produced by a confused faculty 
member of ACU containing strange and uncertain 
sounds and false implications which will further di
vide the brotherhood. 
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The Foster Wineskins Article Again: 
Second Mistake Worse than the First 

By J. E. Choate 

D ouglas A. Foster's article "The New Birth 
and Christian Unity" appeared in Wineskins, 
May 1992. In critique of this article, two 

facts were noted clearly. First, the article attempted 
to prove that David Lipscomb taught one is saved by 
faith before baptism. Foster stated his view of 
Lipscomb's teaching: "He (Lipscomb) began his 
teaching with the clear statement that the faith which 
precedes baptism marks the point of salvation." The 
fact is, this was never the teaching of David Lip
scomb. Here Foster seriously erred. 

Second, Foster tried to defend his mistake about 
Lipscomb's teaching concerning faith, baptism, and 
salvation by quoting these words as being from 
David Lipscomb: 

There is no one thing taught with greater clear
ness in the New Testament than that the new 
birth precedes and qualifies for baptism. Faith 
unites and makes us one with Christ, and such 
a believer is a Christian, and saved, not with a 
conditional but with an everlasting salvation 
("Queries on Baptism," Gospel Advocate 1873, 
p. 1146). 

As a matter of fact, these words were written by 
James R. Graves, a Landmark Baptist preacher, who 
was being quoted by Lipscomb so as to respond to 
the mistakes of Graves. Foster attributed the words of 
James R. Graves to David Lipscomb! 

Now, Foster has attempted to defend his handling 
of Lipscomb by reference to statements I made con
cerning an uncited "phantom quote" which was also 
given in the article. This attempt fails hands down. 

The key to unlocking the two blunders made by 
Douglas A. Foster in his 1992 Wineskins article, 
"The New Birth and Christian Unity," is tucked away 
in a single statement in his 1987 doctoral thesis titled 
"The Struggle for Unity During the Period of Divi
sion (1875-1900)." The statement reads: "While he 
(Lipscomb) wrote on at least two occasions that the 
faith which precedes baptism was the point of salva-
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tion." The f"rrst such alleged occasion grew out of his 
mishandling the words of a Landmark Baptist 
preacher and ascribing them to Lipscomb. 

The next problem addresses the second occasion 
when Lipscomb asserted that the faith which pre
cedes baptism marks the point of salvation in another 
context. This is what I termed the search for the 
"phantom quote." Lipscomb never made such a de
finitive statement once or any number of times. 

I n a statement titled "Concerning Attacks on 
Wineskins Article 'David Lipscomb's Middle 
Way"' written by Dr. Foster, he tried but failed 

to end my search for the "phantom quote." He cites 
an 1898 article of Lipscomb, "The Holy Spirit," in 
the Gospel Advocate where he locates the "phan
tom" words. A person with Dr. Foster's credentials 
must have had something in mind in the Wineskins 
article. 

In his statement, Dr. Foster wrote: 
J.E. Choate, in an article in the Firm Founda
tion and Yokefellow, the bulletin of the Mem
phis School of Preaching, has accused me of 
fabricating a quote found at the bottom of page 
20 and the top of page 21 (in Wineskins, May 
1992). The quote in hand reads, 'The person 
who believes is just as much the begotten of 
the Father, the child of God, before it is bap
tized as it is afterwards.' 

Yes, David Lipscomb wrote these words, but he 
most certainly did not use them in the sense that Dr. 
Foster would have us believe, i.e., that Lipscomb was 
saying that salvation comes by faith before baptism. 

The following Wineskins copy is the place in the 
Foster article where I began my quest for the "phan
tom quote" wherein Lipscomb stated that the faith 
which precedes baptism marks the point of salvation. 

Lipscomb saw himself occupying a position 
between the two extremes. He began his teach
ing with the clear statement that the faith that 
precedes baptism marks the point of salvation. 



[Here the quest for the 'phantom quote' be
gins.] The person who believes is just as much 
the begotten of the Father, the child of God, be
fore it is baptized as it is afterwards .... 

(Dr. Foster, you know that Lipscomb was ad
dressing the operation of the Holy Spirit through the 
Word of God and not the scriptural process of the 
"new birth.") 

H ere are the questions for Dr. Foster: Where 
is the documentation that Lipscomb pictures 
himself as ever occupying "middle ground" 

on a scriptural issue? Where is your documented 
proof that Lipscomb ever said that salvation comes 
at the point of faith before baptism? Dr. Foster, if 
you misunderstood the Landmark quote (and I be
lieve you did}, do you not see that Lipscomb was not 
addressing the "new birth" in the 1898 editorial 
titled "The Holy Spirit"? This may be only your in
ference, but why do you not say so? 

I am frank to say that at first I had no idea that 
Dr. Foster was using the 1898 editorial quote as be
ing the second place where Lipscomb was supposed 
to be stating that the "new birth precedes and quali
fies for baptism." I now understand his (Foster's) 
contention. My quest for the "phantom quote" con
tinues. However, that quest will prove to be as fruit
less as the search for the "Holy Grail." 

Foster identified his source as an 1898 editorial 
of Lipscomb titled "The Holy Spirit." I hastened to 
the David Lipscomb University library to read the 
article. Then it dawned on me that a brother with 
biblical credentials and I had read the editorial a 
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year before. It did not occur to either of us then that 
Lipscomb was making the point that the new birth 
precedes and qualifies for baptism. Lipscomb had 
another matter entirely in his mind. He was combat
ing the Baptist doctrine that the Holy Spirit works 
apart from the Word of God. My re-reading the ar
ticle (July 9) cleared up the whole matter. Dr. Foster 
could not have missed the point of the article, and he 
failed to mention the fact that Lipscomb was solely 
addressing the operation of the Holy Spirit. Dr. Fos
ter made a case where a case was never intended. 

In reality, Lipscomb was addressing the process 
of both natural and spiritual births, but not in the 
misleading sense that is suggested (by Dr. Foster). 

. Lipscomb was setting up two analogies to explain 
the processes of a viable natural birth and the viable 
spiritual birth. In the light of modem genetics, the 
unborn fetus carries the seed and genes of the natu
ral father while in the womb and after birth. Lip
scomb continues his analogy to show that the seed of 
the kingdom first sown in the heart comes to full 
fruition in the spiritual birth - "both of water and 
the Spirit." Lipscomb lets us know in both cases that 
the unborn fetus could be aborted unless the natural 
and spiritual conditions are met. 

D r. Foster, I have accused you of nothing be
cause that would make me your adversary. 
I am certain that you never pictured me in 

such a light in the years you were in Lipscomb. We 
are addressing matters concerning the church which 
is troubled and being tom apart across the country. 
Dr. Foster, you have invited upon yourself another 
problem created in your Wineskins article which can
not be summarily dismissed by a person with your 
scholarly credentials. 

It is easy to understand why the Wineskins editors 
were so eager to print and defend your May 1992 
Wineskins article claiming that the "new birth pre
cedes and qualifies for baptism." Brother Shelly be
lieves and states there are good Christians in all de
nominations. It is God who identifies such and not 
Dr. Shelly. what is so puzzling to understand is that 
Dr. Foster seems to know so little about the funda
mental teachings of David Lipscomb regarding bap
tism and the new birth. How is it that Dr. Foster as
cribed the words of a Landmark Baptist preacher to 
David Lipscomb? 
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What is even more surprising is that Dr. Foster 
would lift the words of David Lipscomb out of one 
context and force them into another context. The 
1873 Gospel Advocate article showed Lipscomb 
combating the Baptist concept that salvation comes 
at the point of faith before baptism. In the 1898 
Gospel Advocate article, Lipscomb is addressing the 
operation of the Holy Spirit and draws analogies 
between a natural birth and the new (spiritual) birth. 

Indeed, Dr. Foster, I did misunderstand your in
tent in the place you identify in the Wineskins article 
(pp. 20-21) which is a part of an analogy that Lip
scomb used in the 1898 editorial to make the point 

that both the natural and spiritual births begin and 
end with the "seed of the father" as a continuous 
process before and after birth. Dr. Foster, I do not 
think that it was your intent to misapply the analogies 
of David Lipscomb as you have, but you have done 
so. I think in the Graves' quote, as well as in the 
1898 editorial, it all boils down to a matter of 
"sloppy" scholarship. 

When I make a historical "gaff," I fmd it the bet
ter part of wisdom to admit it. 

3714 ~Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 
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Casting Down Imaginations 
By Wayne Coats 

T wo of the most glaring examples of vain 
imaginations have been penned in recent 
weeks by two Abilene University professors 

and have been published in Wineskins magazine. 
Professor Andre Resner let his imagination gober
serk when he imagined that the mother of our Lord 
was some kind of simple-minded prostitute and just 
another "sexually questionable woman" with whom 
Joseph would crawl "into bed with her every night 
the rest of his life, relying on a dream, believing in 
her word that she really hadn't slept with another 
man and used him to cover her shame." What an 
imagination! 

The foolish concoction of Resner is nothing new. 
He did not originate the lurid, vulgar fables which 
appeared in his piece, "Christmas at Matthew's 
House." Modernists and Jewish infidels have been 
discrediting the virgin birth of my Lord for longer 
than Resner has been at Abilene or anywhere else. It 
is a fact; the devil will continue his efforts through 
men like Resner and others who want to be heard as 
they give forth with their Christ-denying doctrines. 

No, we do not misunderstand the prattle of Doc
tor Resner. We heard the same nonsense from the 
same kind of professors who taught Resner- and 
those old infidel professors decided that I understood 
them. Question some Johnny-come-lately who has 
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read a few modernist books; every last one of them 
will whine, "You just misunderstood me." It doesn't 
take an oversupply of brains to comprehend that 
which flows from the Abilene stream of modernism. 

Another article which was written by Steve 
Weathers, who also teaches at Abilene, 
has whetted the appetites of the Wineskins 

slurpers. In his piece about the 10 lepers, Weathers 
relates that he had a dream, a nightmare in which the 
nine lepers are "strict followers of what is known as 
the Restoration Movement." In his "frightening rev
erie" Weathers rambles on with his denigrating ef
fort to disparage the Restoration Movement. He un
doubtedly has succumbed to hallucinating that some
one might be committed to uphold something as 
nebulous as a Restoration MoveMent. I know of no 
sensible person .who would attempt to defend the 
movement. There were some good men with some 
good purposes, but God forbid that we should mold 
mere men or movements into examples or patterns 
to be followed. 

One obviously has to dream or have a nightmare 
in order to assume that God will permit puny men to 
circumvent his Word. Such is the blatant blunder of 
Professor Weathers as he takes a cheap potshot at 
those who respect the silence of the Word of God. 
Talk is cheap, especially when one feels protected. 



Will the doctor affirm that men can go beyond the 
Word of God and grovel around in the silent sphere? 
Would the professor or anyone else around Abilene 
have the courage to try such an undertaking? We 
should think that it would be an easy task to turn 
their slumber party of dreams and nightmares into a 
helpless charley horse. 

T he old, modernistic digressive made a few 
feeble attempts to discredit the silence of !he 
Scriptures, but they soon saw how foohsh 

their efforts really were. Come now men of the 
Resner/Weathers type who imagine that God "allows 
for a spoonful of innovation and generous pinch of 
human spontaneity." Gentlemen, please tell us how 
the Catholic church came into existence, and name 
one thing wrong with it. It is simply the result of in
novation and generous spontaneity. 

Ah, men delight in making their own gods. In 
their dreams and nightmares, Resner and Weathers 
have created their own modernistic god. Abilene is 
right next door to old Athens when it comes to many 
gods. 

Lest we take off after some of our modem wise
acres, we need to be reminded that when Paul wrote 
to the church at Corinth, he used one of the strongest 
of all word pictures to describe the battle against er
ror. Note the pungent and powerful picture presented 
as the apostle said: 

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strongholds; casting down imaginations, and 
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every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience to Christ (2 Cor. 
10:4-5). 

Vain man is evermore prone to indulge his mind in 
vain imaginations. This was true before the flood 
when man became so depraved that "every imagina
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con
tinually" (Gen. 6:5). 

To the church at Rome, Paul wrote of those who 
knew God at one time, but ''they glorified him not 
as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was dark
ened" (Rom. 1:21). We need to be reminded that 

These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven 
are an abomination unto him: a proud look, a 
lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a 
heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet 
that be swift in running to mischief, a false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth 
discord among brethren (Prov. 6:16-19). 

One of the most reprehensible acts any human 
can perpetrate is to impose his vain and arrogant 
imaginations upon the inspired Word of God. When 
men fabricate such foolish efforts, it is evident that 
they have no regard whatsoever for the Bible. 

I have several copies of the Bible, and I respect 
its teaching and believe it to be God-breathed. I also 
have copies of Aesop s Fables, Grimms Fairy Tales, 
and Wineskins, and I challenge anyone to show the 
differences in their imaginative tales. There could be 
one difference, in that the editors of Wineskins try to 
make people believe their paper is biblical. I am told 
that folks in and around Abilene call the university 
"Christian." I think they must be dreaming or having 
nightmares. 705 Hillview Dr. 

Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 
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How Do You Read a Love Letter? 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

T here are those who tell us that God's Word is 
not a blueprint, a constitution, a book of law, 
or a pattern. It is, they say, a "love letter." 

From this they conclude that they are entitled to read 
God's Word "differently" from other writings, al
though they have difficulty in telling us just what 
that means. These assertions prompt me to ask, 
"How do you read a love letter?" 

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. 
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height 
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight 
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace. 
I love thee to the level of every day's 
Most quiet need, by sun and candlelight. 
I love thee freely, as men strive for Right; 
I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise. 
I love thee with the passion put to use 
In my old griefs, and with my childhood's faith. 

So wrote Elizabeth Barrett Browning. Her words 
are among the most famous love songs in literature. 
But what do they mean? Is there a code that only the 
initiated can unravel? Are there mysteries beyond the 
ken of those of us whose pens are dry and whose lips 
stammer in the romantic moments of life? Is there 
some special secret to reading a love letter that is 
forever hidden from the eyes of all but the lovers? Is 
there meaning that speaks only to the heart of the 
reader? Is there meaning that is different for every 
reader? Let's think about it. 

D id Elizabeth Barrett Browning know what 
she intended to write? Surely she did. Was 
she intending to convey her thoughts and 

feelings? Surely she was. If so, then, decipherable or 
not, her words have a meaning- her meaning. The 
object of her affection may or may not understand 
them, but that does not change the meaning one iota. 
She said what she said and she meant what she said, 
and no amount of twisting, turning, or translation by 
the reader can change her meaning. 

But is it not possible for two readers to recite her 
words and understand them differently? Obviously. 
But what does that prove? Does it change her mean-
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ing? Can the reading change the intent of the writ
ing? But it is asked, "How can a reader understand 
her 'old griefs' and her 'childhood's faith'? Can not 
a reader, especially a reader today, understand only 
when he reads in light of his own experience which 
he substitutes for that of the writer and by which he 
gives meaning to her words?" 

F irst, assuming for the moment that is true, how 
does the reader know what to substitute? Shall 
he substitute laughter and doubt if that is more 

consistent with his experience? If substituting laugh
ter and doubt is not permitted because the author 
spoke of "grief" and "faith," then it is admitted that 
words have meaning that set limitations on interpre
tations? If that is true of griefs and faith, is it not also 
true of their modifier, my? The meaning is limited by 
the language. 

There is no more license with language when 
reading a love letter than in reading a business letter. 
True, each is a different style of writing. But is each 
not intended to convey information from one who 
knows to one who doesn't know? Can any informa
tion be conveyed if words have no meaning, or if 
words mean anything that the reader's experience 
makes them mean? Clearly, the answer is no. How 
can any information be conveyed from the writer 
when meaning is determined by the reader? The only 
"new information" generated is the reader's experi
ential (existential) interaction with the language. 

If the writer's words have no meaning until they 
are "received" and "perceived" by the reader, does it 
not follow that the writer provides nothing but the 
occasion or the vehicle for the reader's experience? 
Is it not clear that, if the meaning (information) is or 
may be different for each reader, no meaning (infor
mation) is derived from the writer? In fact, does it 
not follow that there is really no such thing as a love 
letter? Elizabeth Barrett Browning's work may be a 
better vehicle than profanities on a restroom wall, 
but each is a vehicle that derives meaning only from 
the writer. 



Thus, to say that God's Word is a love letter does 
not permit us to substitute our language for his lan
guage and our meaning for his meaning. Not even 
love letters can be read in such a manner. If the 
meaning of a love letter is derived from the experi
ence of the reader rather than from the language of 
the writer, the reader can never know that he is loved; 
he can only know that he feels loved. Many a disap
pointed suitor will testify that only feeling loved is 

not fully satisfying. Partial satisfaction may be bet
ter than no satisfaction in affairs of the heart, but 
risking disappointment with God has far more fatal 
consequences. God's Word does not need expanding 
from our experience. While the heart must be in
volved, it is to be the source of obedience, not the 
measure of truth. 10880 Memorial Dr. 

Houston, TX 77024 
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In Christ 1 
By Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

T here is absolutely no greater spiritual contrast 
we can contemplate than being "in Christ" 
and being "out of Christ." This is the defini

tive difference between being saved and being lost, 
between redemption and rejection, between being 
on the way to heaven and being on the way to hell, 
and between being Jehovah's child and being 
Satan's child. 

Perhaps the best beginning we could make is an 
appeal to Scriptures that speak of this tremendous 
spiritual relationship - in Christ. Early in the book 
of Acts, Peter connects being in the name of Christ 
with the stately sphere of salvation. To the aroused 
and angry members of the Jewish Sanhedrin he 
stated plainly, positively and pointedly, "Neither is 
there salvation in any other, for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 

In the tone triumph Paul writes victoriously in 
Romans 8:1,10, "There is therefore now no condem
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit ... And if 
Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; 
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness." 

The opening verse of 1 Corinthians has Cor
inthian Christians constituting the "sanctified in 
Christ Jesus" (1 Cor. 1:1). Again in that chapter 
Paul writes, "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus who 
of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption" (1 Cor. 1 :3). 

In 1 Corinthians 15: 18 Paul speaks of those who 

had "fallen asleep in Christ." One of the most famil
iar and deeply-beloved of all "Christ" Scriptures is 
couched in 2 Corinthians 5: 17 where we read with 
spiritual relish, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; be
hold, all things are become new." 

T he Galatian letter is filled with allusions to 
either our being in Christ or his be
ing in us. These expressions add up to the 

same wonderful blessing - a redeemed relationship 
with Christ Jesus our Lord. Galatians 1 :6 affirms 
that they had been "called ... into the grace of 
Christ." Christ lived in Paul; Paul lived in Christ. In 
a passage that is powerful Paul affirms, "I am cru
cified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me" (Gal. 2:20). 

Galatians 3:27 speaks of our being "baptized 
into Christ" and having "put on Christ." This is the 
point at which we come into the saving Christ and 
subsequently may speak of being in Christ. In Gala
tians 4: 19 Paul spoke of the great need of Christ's 
being "formed in you again." Near the end of the 
Ga1atian epistle Paul wrote, "For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth any thing nor uncir
cumcision, but a new creature" (Gal. 6:15). 

Ephesians 1 :3 sets forth the very attractive dec
laration that "all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places" are "in Christ." In Ephesians 2:10 Paul 
wrote, "For we are his workmanship, created in 
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Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath be
fore ordained that we should walk in them." Ephe
sians 2:13 has Paul to state, "But now in Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ." 

In Philippians 1 : I Paul wrote about "all the 
saints" who are "in Christ Jesus." His bonds were "in 
Christ" or "for Christ," as the margin states (Phil. 
1:13). The "mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God" was "in Christ Jesus" (Phil3:14). "Christ in 
you, the hope of glory" is Paul's great affirmation in 
Colossians I :27. 

One of the most beautiful beatitudes in the book 
of Revelation reads, "And I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they rest from their labours; and their 
works do follow them" (Rev. 14: 13). 

The Bible attractively abounds in such eloquent 
expressions as in Christ, in the Lord, and in Christ 
Jesus. How precious and potent is each such 
expression! P.O. Box 464 

Ripley, TN 38063 
Fp 

Ovations for the Overtones 
By Harold Blevins 

T he overtones have been in place since the be
ginning (Gen. 1). God told Job of the stars 
singing together (Job 38:7). Man did not know 

of such until the 16th century, and it was not scien
tifically proved until this past century. Who caused 
the stars to sing? Who gave us the equipment to sing 
and speak praises of God? It is he who gives to all 
life, breath, and all things (Acts 17:25). 

In any library one can find information on the 
subject of the overtone series. When one note is 
sounded on a musical instrument (by plucking, 
strumming, or blowing), many notes are sounded, 
but only 16 are usually counted by scientists. Pic
tures are taken of this phenomenon, and one can see 
such plates in any reference book on the subject. 

To illustrate an overtone series, divide a vibrating 
string (such as a violin or guitar) into two equal parts 
and cause the string to sound (by plucking or bow
ing). This will produce an octave (eight notes). If you 
divide again the result is a perfect fifth. Continue 
dividing until the notes are very close together; in
deed, as close as our notes can - one-half steps. 
This was discussed in a book by Mersenne in 1636 
(Basic Principles of the Techniques of 18th & 19th 
Century Composition, Allen I. McHose, p. 8). 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), a prolific 
penman of musical compositions, wrote a musical 
score called "The Well-Tempered Clavier" (A His-
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tory ofWestern Music, D.J. Grout, pp. 382-386). The 
purpose of the opus was to enable the keyboardist to 
circle all the musical keys of traditional music. How 
could this be done, since all but one key sounded 
absolutely awful? "Shave" just a bit from certain 
notes, or temper the notes, so that they will "fit" into 
all the keys. Rather than the redundancy of the rep
etition of only one key being played repeatedly, now 
all the sounds of all musical keys can be enjoyed. 

Problem: Mechanical instruments are slightly 
out of tune with themselves. To the ears of the Lord 
they are noise. "Take thou away from me the noise 
of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy 
viols. Woe ... [to them] that chant to the sound of the 
viol, and invent to themselves instruments of music, 
like David" (Amos 5:23; 6:1-5). Yet, all it takes for 
the song leader to change keys (modulate) is for him 
to say, "Let us sing the song a little higher or lower." 

Computers copy the sound of mechanical musi
cal instruments realistically; but the musical nuances 
of the computer-simulating instruments are lacking 
most definitely. No man can manufacture a musical 
instrument that can modulate through all the musical 
keys perfectly, a machine that can sing and speak 
and exhibit shades of music and convey sentiments, 
such as sighing, sorrowing, angering, envying, hat
ing, loving, or an inanimate instrument that can de
lineate dynamics (all volumes -loud to loudest/soft 



to softest). Only God can make an animate instru
ment governed by the talents of the singer/speaker 
and appreciated by the beholder of this beautiful gift 
of God. Indeed, operatic virtuosi are more concerned 
about catching a common cold than they are about 
literal death! No one can invent a mechanical-hu
man-voice-organ that sings as does the musical in
strument of God (the human voice). Therefore, we 
conclude that the human voice is positively pre
cious - not purchasable. 

The foJlowing illustration may help. Tommy (just 
to name a name) had just turned 21. His father 
wanted him to have a "real" birthday, so he took 
Tommy to the local inn to celebrate. At the pub ev
eryone bought Tommy a drink, slapped him on the 
back and welcomed the birthday boy to the age of 
"social" drinking. Arriving home, Tommy went to 
his room and began playing his violin (a Stradivarius 
costing approximately $150,000); you see, Tommy 
was a very promising violin virtuoso. Suddenly in a 
drunken rage, Tommy began to pour his drink over 
the priceless violin and at that moment Tommy's fa-

ther walked into the room. His father began to strike 
his son to the very point of death saying, "How 
could you pour gin over a priceless violin?" 

Question: How can men and women pour nico
tine and alcohol over the absolutely priceless and ir
replaceable human voice? 

God created a musical instrument for man with 
which to sing praises to the Almighty. "Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord" (Col. 3: 16). 

Should we make ovations for the Authority that 
placed the overtones overhead? 

"Praise him! praise him! ten of his exce11ent 
greatness; praise him! ... ever in joyful song!" 

0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judg
ments, and his ways past fmding out! (Rom. 11 :33). 

P.O. Box207 
Berry, AL 35546 
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"Speaking as the Oracles of God" 15th Annual Lectureship 
o Christian Living and Current Issues o 

November 5-7, 1993 
Friday, November 5 

7:00 p.m ••...•...•....••...••....• Breaking the Alabaster Box ......................................................................................... Garland Elkins 
8:00 p.m .......................... History of •New Hermeneutic Movemenr .................................................................. B. J. Barr 

Saturday, November 6 
9:00 a.m .......................... What Constitutes New Testament Worship? ............................................................. Don Deffenbaugh 

10:00 a.m .......................... What Can Local Congregations Do in Opposing the Current Apostasy? ............... Tom Bright 
11 :00 a.m .......................... Questions and Answers ............................................................................................... Bright, Elkins, Taylor 
12:00 p.m .......................... Lunch provided at the building. 
1 :30 p.m .......................... Men's Class- Women's Biblical Role Re-emphasized ........................................... Robert Taylor 

Women's Class 1 -Women's Biblical Role Re-emphasized ................................. Irene Taylor 
Women's Class 2- Ladies, Young to Old ............................................................... Marty Lyons 

2:30 p.m ........................... The Challenge of Uving a Joyful Life ............................................................................ John Ballard 
3:30 p.m .......................... Humanism and Values Clarification ............................................................................ Leon Brashear 
4:30 p.m .......................... Our Hope as Christians ................................................................................................ Wayne Price 
5:30 p.m .......................... How Can We Help Our Young People? ..................................................................... Howard Horton 

Sunday, November 7 
9:30 a.m .......................... Overcoming the Influence of Hollywood ..................................................................... Joe Gilmore 

10:30 a.m .......................... Everyday Christianity .................................................................................................... David Brown 
2:30 p.m .......................... Current Efforts to Restructure the Church ................................................................. David Brown 
3:30 p.m .......................... Our Faith and Christian Evidences ............................................................................. Richard Melson 
4:30 p.m .......................... Personal Evangelism in the 90s .................................................................................. lan Terry 
5:30 p.m .......................... Proving Your Love of God, His Truth, and His People ............................................. Ron Cosby 

Electrical hook-us for RV units provided on church property. • For more housing information call (918) 682-6382. 
Staffed nursery provided for all sessions. • Cassette tapes and outline books will be available. 

o Cliff Lyons, director o 
Eastside Church of Christ • 2141 Kingston • Muskogee, OK 74403·3114 • (918) 682-6382 
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The Human Factor in Missionary Work 
By Dan McVey 

B y the Lord's grace, the spreading of the Gos
pel continues to bring in a great harvest of 
souls throughout the world. We watch and 

learn as the powerful Word of God draws the lost to 
the church. As he continues to send forth his Word 
with its fruitful results (Isa. 55:11), our heavenly 
Father uses his human tools to proclaim the good 
news (Rom. 10: 13-18). 

Since we are human, all our personality quirks, 
judgments, and weaknesses of perception will be an 
unfortunate part of our efforts. Even the apostle Paul 
spoke of this (1 Cor. 3:11-15). It is an aspect of evan
gelism that we must take into account. 

Paul and Barnabas had a disagreement (Acts 
15:36-41). It is not surprising that, at times, the best
intentioned, truth-seeking evangelists will have dif
ferent approaches to similar challenges. The best of 
elderships will have objectives and conceptions that 
may not seem to square with conditions in the field. 

Another factor that can affect our plans and pro
grams in mission work is the decision-making pro
cess of sponsoring or supporting churches. Often, 
their distance from the work causes poor communi
cation or uninformed decision making. This has cre
ated instances of collapsing mission efforts and re
calling of support or even of missionaries. Such in
stances are very unfortunate and may occur due to 
the poor initiative of missionaries to communicate or 
the poor reception of sponsors to the missionaries' 
messages and reports. Again, we are dealing with 
human personalities, abilities, and understanding. 

Sponsoring churches should make every effort to 
understand the situation on the mission field, realiz
ing that cultural differences require prayerful thought 
and analysis. Missionaries must communicate fully 
and effectively to enable their sponsors to be able to 
make informed decisions. The missionary must see 
that evangelism is done effectively and faithfully. 
Visits by elders to the mission fields they support 
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can go a long way in creating more realistic and co
operative attitudes and understanding. 

Besides this, churches that are sponsoring mis
sions should consult experienced workers before 
making radical decisions. For example, the church of 
Christ in The Gambia, West Africa, existed and pros
pered (albeit slowly) for 12 years under the guidance 
of some American missionaries and African leaders. 
After these missionaries pulled out, the African 
brethren labored on and the church grew. 

The sponsoring church in America decided to sell 
the church property in The Gambia and cut off all 
help. They judged the country too difficult for evan
gelism. The church, however, did not die but grew to 
new heights of strength under African leadership. 

The Gambia is a small country. Acquiring land is 
difficult. It is also an Islamic country; thus, prices are 
prohibitive, and permission for a church to own land 
is difficult to obtain. The church still faces a serious 
problem of a place to meet. In many African societ
ies, if a church does not build even the simplest 
structure for worship, it will be seen as transient, un
stable, or unreliable. When a church has to sell its 
facilities, the problem is magnified. If the original 
sponsors of the work in The Gambia had sought out 
advice from experienced missionaries or African 
leaders, their decision might have been different. 

The purpose of this article· is to plead for better 
communication, understanding, patience, and "seek
ing the kingdom first" in all situations. We are en
gaged in the greatest task of all- winning the lost 
for Christ (Matt. 28:18-20). In spite of our human 
weaknesses, God uses us mightily to his own glory. 
Let us be faithful, humble stewards. The church in 
The Gambia needs your prayers. The church may be 
contacted at Church of Christ, P.O. Box 197, Banjul, 
The Gambia, West Africa. P.O. Box 6017 

Accra, Ghana, W/Africa 
Fp 



The Firm Foundation Lectureship 
I God's Wonderful Word I 

September 26-30, 1993 
Sunday, September 26 

8:30 a.m ........................ God's Word, Man's Greatest Blessing .......................................... Gus Eoff 
9:30 a.m ........................ God's Word, the Fountain of Faith ................................................ Eddie Whitten 

10:30 a.m ........................ God's Wonderful Word .................................................................. Tom Holland 
7:00 p.m ........................ The Power of God's Word ............................................................. William Woodson 

Monday, September 27 
9:00 a.m ........................ God's Word in Modern Versions ................................................... Michael Hughes 

1 0:00 a.m ........................ God's Word, the Source of Hope .................................................. Noah Hackworth 
11 :00 a.m ........................ God's Word as the Light of the World ........................................... Waymon Swain 
1:30 p.m ........................ God's Word, a Safeguard Against Sin .......................................... Paul Kidwell 
2:30 p.m ........................ The Inerrancy of God's Word ........................................................ Charles Cochran 
3:30 p.m ........................ A Study of the Minor Prophets ...................................................... Winford Claiborne 
6:30 p.m ........................ Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ........................ God's Word, the Pattern for Life and Eternity ............................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
8:00 p.m ........................ The Inspiration of God's Word ....................................................... Lindell Mitchell 

Tuesday, September 28 
9:00 a.m ........................ How Can a Young Man Cleanse His Way? .................................. Waymon Summers 

10:00 a.m ........................ God's Word in Conversion ............................................................. Ronnie Hayes 
11 :00 a.m ........................ How the Holy Spirit Works Through God's Word .......................... Bobby Liddell 

1:30 p.m ........................ Can All Men Understand God's Word Alike? ................................ Ed Jones 
2:30 p.m ........................ The Epitome of God's Word .......................................................... Terry Broome 
3:30 p.m ........................ A Study of the Minor Prophets ...................................................... Winford Claiborne 
6:30 p.m ........................ Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ........................ The Moral, Ethical, and Spiritual Effect of God's Word ................ David Pharr 
8:00 p.m ........................ God's Word, the Standard of Righteousness ................................ Gary Colley 

Wednesday, September 29 
9:00 a.m ........................ The Relationship of Law and Grace .............................................. John Scaggs 

10:00 a.m ........................ The Forces of Evil Against God's Word ........................................ Tom Silva 
11 :00 a.m ........................ Does God's Word Apply to All Men ............................................... Joe Cox 

1 :30 p.m ........................ Calvinistic Influences in the Church Oppose God's Word ............ Daniel Denham 
2:30 p.m ........................ The All-Sufficiency of God's Word ................................................. David Hester 
3:30 p.m ........................ A Study of the Minor Prophets ...................................................... Winford Claiborne 
6:30 p.m ........................ Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ........................ God's Word in the Judgment ......................................................... Wayne Coats 
8:00 p.m ........................ God's Word, the Pattern of Purity .................................................. Curtis Cates 

Thursday, September 30 
9:00 a.m ........................ Denominationalism, the Unfruitful Works of Darkness ................. Thomas Eaves 

10:00 a.m ........................ The Use and Abuse of the Sword of the Spirit .............................. Richard Melson 
11 :00 a.m ........................ God's Word Supplies All that Pertains to Life and Godliness ....... Ken Willis 

1 :30 p.m ........................ Worship Not in Harmony with God's Word Is Vain ....................... Houston Bynum 
2:30 p.m ........................ The Harmony of God's Word ......................................................... Bob Eddy 
3:30 p.m ........................ A Study of the Minor Prophets ...................................................... Winford Claiborne 
5:00 p.m ........................ Honor to Whom Honor Is Due- E. Claude Gardner 
6:30 p.m ........................ Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ........................ The Theme of God's Word ............................................................ Perry Cotham 
8:00 p.m ........................ The Psalmist's Love for God's Word ............................................. Garland Elkins 

Breaks at 12 p.m. and 4:30p.m. sach day. 

East Ridge Church of Christ 
501 McBrien Road • Chattanooga, TN 37412 
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Potpourri. ••••••••••• 

0 ur mailbag continues to overflow with sub
scriptions and compliments. Our space is 
limited so we will note just a few: We re

ally appreciate ... all who write for the Firm Foun
dation . ... You are doing the brotherhood a needed 
service in standing for the truth and exposing error . 
... We will help all we can .... With all the liberalism 
racing through the brotherhood, it's refreshing and 
encouraging to have your voice for the Lord heard. 
... Have received the paper for one year and enjoy 
it very much. Here is the money for another year .... 
Just a note to let you know how much I enjoy "Pot
powri." It's great, and keep up your excellent work 
of keeping the brotherhood informed. . .. Keep on 
keeping on .... Don't know what we would do with
out you .... The Firm Foundation is by far the best 
paper in the brotherhood. 

0 We need to increase our subscription base. The 
more readers we have, the more good the paper can 
do. You are hereby appointed a special envoy of the 
Firm Foundation to solicit subscribers for the paper. 
You might begin by asking the church where you 
worship to subscribe for every member, or order a 
bundle of papers to be placed in the foyer of the 
building. Congregations where this is done report the 
papers are picked up quickly and promote a Bible 
awareness among the members. We need your help! 

Schools 

0 The American Civil Liberties Union is circu
lating to school superintendents a letter of grim 
warning. It seems someone is promoting "nonsectar
ian, non-proselytizing prayers initiated and led by 
students" (prayers led by preachers or nonstudents 
were ruled out of order by the Supreme Court in Lee 
vs. Weisman a year ago). The ACLU claims the rul
ing means "students can pray only away from school 
property and with no official help from the school." 
This wacky secularism makes no sense. Under secu
larist dominion, we have the Western world's highest 
divorce rate, a teen suicide rate of 11.3 percent, an 
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illegitimacy rate of 26.2 percent, and a sharp decline 
in every index of civilized life (Source: Human 
Events, June 12, 1993). 

0 The NEA continues to promote a 13-yearpro
gram (from preschool through 12th grade) of sex 
education. It is to be included in a variety of subjects: 
ime arts, science, health, vocational education, lan
guage arts, social studies, and math. To "opt-out" of 
the sex education, parents have to arrange separately 
for each class missed .... This makes "opting-out" 
just about impossible (Source: The Family Educator, 
March/April1993). 

0 Phyllis Schlafly reports: The Michigan Model 
for Comprehensive School Health Education says: 

Any parent or teacher who got in the way of 
implementing the Michigan Model was to be 
labelled as a right-wing, fundamentalist Chris
tian fanatic .... The committee found that, 'be
cause of mixed messages about premarital sex, 
Michigan Model lessons resulted in increased 
adolescent sexual promiscuity.' The committee 
found that efforts to curb teen pregnancies and 
teen abortions have been 'hindered by Michi
gan Model lessons' (Schlajly Report, January 
1993). 

0 William Buckley says, "Education should be 
NEA's principal concern." He wrote, 

What the NEA of course fears most is what the 
polls show that 70 percent of the American 
people want, which is an alternative to the pub
lic school, which isn't giving their children the 
kind of education they hope for. This is hardly 
blasphemy, spoken to public school teachers. 
1\venty-two percent of them send their own 
children to private schools. That over which 
they officiate is not that which they would visit 
on their own children (Conservative Chronicle, 
July 7, 1993). 

0 Don Feder, in a recent article, said: 
The left blames human suffering on flawed in
stitutions. Traditional religions teach that evil is 
a failing of the heart, that it is we who are 
flawed. So how do we achieve the politics of 
meaning, the new 'ethos of caring,' as Hillary 
(Clinton) terms it? A Ia liberalism ... The 



compassionate society will be secured by: 1) 
fighting like the devil to keep prayer out of 
schools, lest students should start thinking 
about transcendent meaning, 2) enshrining 
abortion on demand, teaching that the act of 
procreation is meaningless, if one wills it so, 3) 
giving kids condoms, is signaling that sex is a 
purely physical act with no spiritual dimen
sions, 4) opposing vouchers, cutting off 
middle-class families' escape routes from 
value-negating public schools. 

Do Tell? 

0 The Church of the Lukumi Babalu Aye in Hi
aleah, Florida, appealed to the Supreme Court - in 
the name of religious liberty - to sacrifice animals. 
The court said yes. The Church of the Lukumi 
Babalu Aye originated in Nigeria, Africa, and came 
to the United States through Cuba. Its weird rites are 
practiced by 70,000 blood-drinking Cuban-Ameri
cans living in south Florida. 

The Supreme Court has opened a Pandora's box. 
Historically, the court has limited the religious lib
erty of parents who withhold medical treatment from 
their children, and outlawed polygamy for Mormons. 
What will the court say about storming the religious 
retreat of David Koresh and his followers? 

A church that wants our animals now may next 
want our daughters. 

Abortion 

0 There is pending in the national Congress a 
bill titled Freedom of Choice Act. This radical leg
islation would take away from the states their abil
ity to regulate abortions. It would accelerate our 
tragic slide into moral relativism and the devaluation 
of life. There is a good chance to defeat this bill and 
to stop continuing efforts to pay for abortions with 
your tax dollars (Source: Family Research Council, 
May 18, 1993). 

0 The New York Times reports the story of a 
teen-age girl, Marisol Rodriquez, 19, in Buffalo, 
New York, who decided not to have an abortion. The 
1imes thinks it has found a story that shows ''why the 
anti-abortion movement is criticized as caring more 
about fetuses than children." We think not! Marisol 
and her boyfriend, against the advice of the girl's 
mother, decided to have a baby. "Everybody in 
school kept bugging us," Marisol told the New York 

1imes, "asking us, 'When are you going to have a 
kid?"' Students know all about birth control. In 
many communities, having babies is not just an un
intended consequence of unguarded sex; it is a goal. 
Marisol decided to carry the baby to term and offer 
the child for adoption. No one argues that choosing 
adoption is an easy alternative for a mother- even 
a very immature one- who has carried the baby for 
nine months. Every woman who says, "I could never 
do that," and chooses abortion instead is passing a 
death sentence on the baby. Is that kinder? 

0 Louisiana District Judge Frank H. Thaxton lli 
has issued an injunction to ban teaching "Sex Re
spect and Facing Reality," two abstinence, sex ed 
programs in the Caddo Parish public schools. 
Planned Parenthood, which brought the lawsuit, 
called the ruling a victory over "religious intoler
ance." Thaxton ruled that "by teaching abstinence 
we are teaching religion." 

Random Thoughts from Various Sources 

0 Some medicine bottle caps are on so that, if 
you are strong enough to get them off, you probably 
aren't all that sick. 

0 Women may lie about their age to others, but 
men lie about their age to themselves. That is why 
middle-aged men injure themselves in athletic activi
ties intended for younger men. 

0 The word sensitivity, as used by the anointed, 
means that A has no right to object to what B does, 
but that B has a right to object to what A does or 
thinks - or even what B thinks A thinks. 

THE CHURCH IN TRANSITION 
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0 The irrst thing to remember about propaganda 
is that it is intended to benefit those who send it, not 
those who receive it! 

0 I sometimes give myself admirable advice, but 
I am incapable of taking it. 

G Anyone can make a mistake; a fool insists on 
repeating it. 

Television 

G "The scientific debate is over," testified Dr. 
Leonard D. Eron of the University of Michigan's 
Institute for Social Research before Congress on 
June 8. He cited 200 studies conducted through 
1990 -by the Surgeon General's Scientific Advi
sory Committee on Television and Social Behavior, 
the American Psychological Association, and the Na
tional Institute of Mental Health, among others -
show that watching violence, as seen in standard TV 
fare, affects the viewer's aggressive behavior. "The 
results from study to study are robust," the professor 
emphasized. 

Phyllis Schlafly agrees. She wrote: 
Everybody knows that Hollywood is cramming 
gory violence, explicit sex and an assault on 
traditional values down the throats of movie 
goers and television viewers, and that crime, 
especially among young people, has risen dra
matically .... If 30 seconds of TV images can 
cause you to part with your hard-earned money 
to acquire Product X, then 30 minutes can 
surely cause you to believe it is normal to beat 
up women .... If Hollywood wants to show its 
good faith, it can make available to the general 
American public the cleaned-up versions of 
current movies that are provided to the airlines. 
... Explicit sex and vulgar language have been 
snipped out of the movies on airplanes. 

The following television programs promote and 
flaunt profanity and immorality: The CBS program, 
Good Advice, excuses adultery and recommends ho
mosexuality and condemns traditional family values. 
Top advertiser was PepsiCo. Their toll free number 
is 1-800-433-2652 .... CBS's bizarre Picket Fences 
condemns religion, champions euthanasia, and pro
motes lesbianism. Advertising is by Slimfast Foods, 
and their phone number is (212) 688-4420 .... Bi
sexuality and illicit sex are promoted on NBC's 
Seinfeld. Advertiser was MCI Communications, 
whose toll-free phone number is 1-800-444-3333 .... 
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Roseanne continues to push perverse sex. Chief ad
vertiser is PepsiCo, 1-800-433-2652 .... Melrose 
Place has a dozen profanities and obscenities. 
Sex -homo, hetero, casual, promiscuous, adulter
ous - is the theme of the series. Top advertiser is 
Maybelline, Inc. Phone (901) 320-2011. ... Simon 
Matz is a homosexual who deals in stolen art in the 
April 8 episode ofNBC's LA Law. He is arrested by 
Det. Greg Riley who, it turns out, is also homo
sexual. Advertiser is General Motors Corporation. 
Phone (313) 556-5000 .... Murder in the Heartland 
on ABC presented graphic violence and electrocu
tion in an attempt to discredit capital punishment. 
Leading advertisers were AT&T ( 1-800-222-0300), 
NCR office machines and computers (1-800-352-
8466), and Dexatrim diet capsules, Sportscreme 
ointment, Tempo anti-acid. (Our source for the 
above is AFA Journal.) 

Sodomites and Lesbians Are Queer People 

0 Homosexual activists hurled condoms, blew 
horns, and staged a "die in" when a Catholic arch
bishop rose to speak at Montreal's recent world 
AIDS day. An ACT-UP spokesman complained that 
"They (Catholics) refuse to allow condoms in high 
schools .... They preach abstinence as the sole means 
of prevention" (The Gazette, Montreal). 

0 A Colorado judge has blocked a state law ban
ning protective status for homosexuals (The Wash
ington Post). Some judges are a little strange, too. 

G Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome in 
America has been associated with stigmatized and 
illegal behavior and has been concentrated among 
marginalized groups - homosexuals and inner-city 

A.D. 70 Debate 
• Jack Scott-Parkman Road Church of Christ 

Warren, Ohio 
Defends: The Bible teaches that the second or final coming 

of Jesus Christ occurred In the fall of Jerusalem In 
A.D. 70. 

• Stephen Wiggins-Panama Street Church of Christ 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Defends: The Bible teaches that the second or final coming 
of Jesus Christ Is yet future and will occur at the 
end of the Christian dispensation. 

7:00 p.m. • November 1-2, 4-5, 1993 
Panama Street Church of Christ 

444 South Panama • Montgomery, Alabama 36107 



poor - that feel vulnerable to oppression. So there 
has been a concerted effort to "democratize" the dis
ease. The politically correct message has been that 
everyone is vulnerable - "AIDS does not discrimi
nate." There has been resistance to targeting the risky 
behavior of particular groups. Such behavior is re
surgent. The New York Times, under the headline, "In 
the Age of AIDS, Sex Clubs Proliferate Again," re
ports the city now has about 50 such clubs, a major
ity catering to sodomites. Patrons can have anony
mous sex with multiple partners. One club even ad
vertises "HIV Positive Night" to attract people al
ready infected. The city of New York professes to 
hope that the clubs can be made a net plus for pub
lic health by being encouraged or required to distrib
ute condoms (Source: Change Behavior and Epi
demic Will Recede by George F. Will). 

0 Bob Hattoy, HIV-positive presidential adviser 
is quoted in Newsweek, "If you apply what [Clinton] 
has said to civilian life, you'd be restricting gays and 
lesbians to jobs as florists and hairdressers." The ref
erence is to the Clinton quote when he was comment
ing about possibly excluding homosexuals in the mili
tary from some duty assignments, "I didn't misspeak 
myself. Nothing I said is in any way inconsistent with 
anything I've ever said before about this." 

Finally 

0 Kerry Mumford of Australia's national arts
funding agency talking about the group's decision to 
help finance a training video for prostitutes said, 
"What they do for a living is not our concern. It's 
whether the project has good community outcomes." 

Fp 

The Dobbs-Till Debate 
By Dub McClish 

0 n May 23-26, 1993, H. A. (Buster) Dobbs,. 
Christian, and Farrell Till, atheist, engaged 
in a public debate in Portland, Texas. The 

debate was conducted as part of the First Gulf Coast 
Lectures sponsored by the Portland Church of Christ. 

The debate was about the deity of Jesus. Dobbs 
aff"trn1ed: "Fulfilled prophecy of the Old Testament 
proves Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God." Till 
affirmed: "The New Testament claims of prophecy 
fulfillment in the person and deeds of Jesus of Naz
areth were fabrications or misapplication of Old Tes
tament Scripture." 

The format of the debate was unusual. It was 
agreed that the negative speaker could call a stop
page of his allotted time at anytime during his 
speech and ask his opponent any number of ques
tions. The affirmative disputant was given a maxi
mum of two minutes to answer each question. At the 
conclusion of the questions, time-keeping was then 
resumed, and the balance of the time evenly divided 
between the speakers. This made for numerous very 
interesting exchanges that would not have taken 
place otherwise. 

Brother Dobbs forced Mr. Till to agree to the 
fact that he (Till) has no hope beyond the grave 
whatsoever. When asked what he thought about the 
Judgment, Mr. Till replied that "he never thinks 
about it." However, at lea3t for a brief time during 
the debate, brother Dobbs, with great effect, forced 
him to think about it. 

The debate was marked by good attendance at 
each session. Some denominationalists attended, and 
three or four atheists were present. One of them 
made it a point to walk out during the closing prayer 
each evening. 

Brother Dobbs did a creditable job of defending 
and expounding the Scriptures. It is likely that no 
minds were changed by the debate as is often the 
case in such proceedings. However, it is good for 
God's people to cover such ground again, hear as
saults on the faith from a live enemy, and think 
through such assaults and the answers to them again. 
The debate is available in both audio and video tape 
formats. 908 Imperial Dr. 

Denton, TX 76201 
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Max Kingism: An Unkingly Heresy 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I n 1878 James Stuart Russell, a denominational 
preacher, wrote and anonymously published 
a 567 -page book entitled The Parousia: A Criti

cal Inquiry into the New Testament Doctrine of Our 
Lord~ Second Coming. The thrust of this whole lit
erary endeavor was a desperate attempt to show that 
the Scriptures teach the second coming of Christ 
"with its connected and concomitant events," such as 
the resurrection of the dead, the judgment day, the 
end of the world, etc., took place during the fll'St cen
tury at the destruction of Jerusalem and downfall of 
Judaism. 

Nine years later, in 1887, an unaltered second 
edition of the same volume (with the exception that 
the author's name appeared on the title page) was 
made available, wherein the author confessed that 
his views had not met with "ready concurrence" 
from the reading public. In other words, most Bible 
students rejected Russell's newfangled notions as 
being nothing more than false and fanciful halluci
nations of a misguided brain, being as they were 
without a shred of biblical support. 

In 1971, 93 years following the publication of 
Russell's original work, Max King, a preaching 
brother from Warren, Ohio, published The Spirit of 
Prophecy, wherein he set forth essentially the same 
conclusions as his sectarian counterpart. Read from 
Russell first: "We conclude that the parousia, the 
resurrection, the judgment, and the last day, all be
long to the period of the destruction of Jerusalem" 
(p. 126). 

Now hear King: 

T here is no scriptural basis for extending 
the second coming of Christ beyond 
the fall of Judaism .... The second coming 

of Christ is associated with numerous events 
that have a direct bearing on the consummation 
of God's redemptive purpose, such as the judg
ment, the resurrection, the end of the world, and 
the establishment of the eternal kingdom (pp. 
lOS, lSS). 
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Here, both authors clearly affirm that Christ's 
second coming, along with other eschatalogical phe
nomena, was fulfilled in A.D. 70 with the fall of the 
Jewish state. The difference between what Russell 
and King are saying amounts to the same difference 
as twiddle-dee and twiddle-dum. 

But now here's the funny. When C.D. Beagle, 
father-in-law to Max King, wrote the introduction to 
King's book he stated, "I am certain a whole new 
view of the Scriptures will open up before you." 
Bah! Don't these boys know there's not a thing un
der the sun new about this unkingly heresy they're 
trying to palm off on the brotherhood? Why, it is 
nothing more than an old, worn-out, and oft-refuted 
denominational blunder of a century before - regur
gitated tommyrot which reeks of a rancid sectarian 
stench from toe to top - repudiated and rejected 
many times over by sound and sensible students of 
the Book. You will please excuse me when I choose 
not to swallow this spiritual strychnine as suicide of 
the soul has never appealed to me. 

Even if the stuff were new, as the Kingites 
take pride in spouting, this would only 
prove it is a Johnny-come-lately, too modern to 

be anything kin to scriptural truth of the apostolic 
kind What? You say King will tell me that the res
urrection is past already, as there were some in the 
fll'St century teaching the same? O.K. Let's see what 
inspiration says about it- "And their word will eat 
as doth a gangrene, of whom is Hymenaeus and 
Philetus; men who concerning the truth have erred, 
saying that the resurrection is past already, and over
throw the faith of some" (2 Tim. 2: 17 -18). 

See? It's not new. But like a sassy, old woman 
prancing around in a miniskirt, King thinks he'll get 
some lookers if he can dude up his ancient heresy in 
chic garb of the 20th century. But we know better. 

444 South Panama 
Montgomery, AL 36107 
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Cotham~ Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

T he Gospel, and nothing else 
and nothing more, is the 
powerful means God ap

pointed to save man. The Gospel 
must be preached if souls are saved. 
There is no substitute for it. 

Paul tells us in Romans 10: 13-
14, that the Gospel cannot save unless it is heard. 
"How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
Gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things!" (Rom. 10: 15). Since the Gospel is the 
"power of God unto salvation," all who refuse to 
obey it will be lost (2 Thess. 1 :8-9). The apostle says 
those who "obey not the Gospel of our Lord" will 
suffer the vengeance of God (2 Thess. 1 :8). Sin 
separates from God and causes eternal rejection. The 
Gospel is the means of reconciliation. Sin causes us 
to be lost, and the Gospel is the agency of salvation. 
To reject the Gospel, therefore, is to reject salvation. 

The Bible is "the Word of God" and therefore 
true. It is by belief of the truth (Gospel) sinners are 
chosen to salvation (1 Thess. 2: 13). The apostle John 
warned, "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not 
in the teaching of Christ, hath not God; he that 
abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father 
and the Son" (2 John 9). 

The phrase, the teaching of Christ, means the 
teaching which is from Christ- that is, the New 
Testament (Matt. 28:18; 17:5; Heb. 1:1-2; Jude 3). It 
is the Christ-message (Acts 8:25; 13:5). 

The Gospel supplies all our spiritual needs. God 
has given "unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness" (2 Pet. 1 :3). That rules out all man
made creeds and doctrines of synods, conventions, 
and church councils (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). There is no 
such thing as progressive revelation today, as 
claimed by some religious bodies. 

The New Testament is God's fmal, complete rev
elation of his will to man, and all should go to it as 
their only source of faith and practice. The apostles 
were guided into all truth (John 16: 13). 

Paul told the Galatian Christians "that the Gos
pel which was preached of me is not after man. For 
I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 1: 11 -12; 
1 Cor. 2: 1 0). He wrote to the Ephesian Christians 
that God had by revelation "made known unto me 
the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, whereby 
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in 
the mystery of Christ); which in other ages was not 
made known unto the sons of man, as it is now re
vealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit" (Eph. 3:3-5). We can understand God's Word 
to us. Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). 

Besides, God has given his Word for our own 
good. He has never given his creatures laws to harm 
them. He loves all men and desires their salvation (2 
Pet. 3:9). Moses told the children of Israel that the 
Lord wanted their obedience for their own good: 
"Oh ... that they would fear me, and keep all my 
commandments always, that it might be well with 
them, and with their children for ever!" (Deut. 5:29). 

Each Jewish child was taught that God's way was 
best for him (Deut 6:20-25). Our children and grand
children need that lesson today. God's ways areal
ways right and best for us. "The statutes of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart" (Psa. 19:8). We live 
under the New Testament, a "better covenant" (Heb. 
8:6). We must have respect for it. Obedience to God's 
divine will would solve all our problems. May God 
help us to obey his Word in all things. It is for our 
own good, in time and in eternity (1 Tim. 4:8). 

Abraham Lincoln said concerning the Bible, 
"This great Book is the best gift God has given to 
man. But for it, we would not know right from 
wrong." And a greater than Lincoln wrote, "0 how 
love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day" (Psa. 
119:97); "Thy testimonies are wonderful; therefore 
doth my soul keep them" (vs. 129). 1814 Santa Cruz 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
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TRAVELING? 
VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

ALASKA 

ORLANDO-PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Jimmie B. Hill, evangelist. 855-
5651 or 855-1326. -----
ORLANDO-WINTER PARK-SOUTH SEM-
INOLE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 5410 Lake Howell 
Rd., Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Brad 
Poe, minister. (407) 657-0657. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist 

GEORGIA 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (901) 
363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65--25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 
DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 

ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 
FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299- 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
GREATERFAIRBANKSAREA:64S 11th Avenue, 1475. Sun. 9, 9:50A.M., 6 P.M. (1.1 miles inside 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 1-285) 

HOUSTON-FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, lS93S Katy Frwy, 77094. (713) 429-1219. 
Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M., Tom 
Bright, evangelist 

CALIFORNIA BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 offl-75. Son Hwy 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

SAN BERNARDINO-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, 
minister, 883-5232. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309laiTeaAve., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contactlovedonesorfriends. 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Robert R. 
Stephenson, preac~he_r_. ___ _ 

central 
Cauaca oF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. 
Call (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

INDIANA 
EVANSVILLE-WEST SIDE CHURCH OF 

------
HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1245 Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

CHRIST, 3232 Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
10:15 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 6:30P.M. Hufsmith-KohrvilleRd., T~ 77377.(713)-351-

MICHIGAN 4649, Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

HARRISON-FIR STREET CHURCH OF LIVINGSTON-1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
CHRIST. Preaching the whole counsel of God. 
Mark Turok, minister (517) 539_5561. Loop on Hwy 190, tum easl Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
2344 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

MISSOURI 

P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. ------
RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 
265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30 P.M. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 

M "'ed. 7 p M St., Sun. 9:00, 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. 

SAN ANTONIO-SHENANDOAH CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-
S532, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed.. 7:30 
P.M., Terry M. Hightower, preacher. and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 A. ·• "' · • (417) 334-3866, 334-3757. 

824-2630 

METRO-DENVERAREA MONTANA VIRGINIA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 s. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Billy R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 
or 771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 A.M .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Mark Mosher, preacher. 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home or Florida School or Preaching. 
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MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, A.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 
minister. 382-7837. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
ROCKY MOUNT-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1040 
Hill St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
(919) 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

SOUTH ~AROLINA 

CHRISTIANSBURG-EASTSIDE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 135 Church St., Christiansburg, 24073. 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M. Clarence 
Lavender, minister. (703) 382-7777. 

MAX MEADOWS-FT. CHISWELL CHURCH 
OF CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 
24360. ~mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 
S2. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Glann 
M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 637-4244: (703) 223-1787. 

WYOMING 
GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. SHERIDAN-NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF 
Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, CHRIST, S5S N. Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 
11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Charles Pledge 
minister. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 oft'I-85. 3 miles. (307) 672-7903,672-3097. 



CLASSIFIED 
Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, .1.:800: 
343-0143: PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513. 

SHENANDOAH LECTURESHIP BOOKS: 1993-
Denominationalism vs the Bible-$18.50; 1992-
Biblical Ethlcs-$20.50; 1991-Rightly Dividing the 
Word: Special Hermeneutics-$16.50; 1988-
The Current Dlgression-$8.00-all postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church ofChrist, 11026 Wurzbacb Rd., 
San Antonio, TX 78230-2504 or (210) 696-5532. 
multiple orders sent & billed. (For reprint of 1990 
RDTW: General Hermeneutics, contact National 
Christian Press.) 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all cotrespOndence 
to Finn Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classi
fied and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
Ads must be cancelled by the lint of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congregation 
needs energetic, motivated, family man with experi
ence, committed to building positive relationships. 
Husband and wife resumes (and video if available) 
requested with transcripts and professional\personal 
recommendations. Salary, benefits and start date ne
gotiable. House and utilities provided. Please reply 
as soon as possible to: Parkview Church of Christ, 
Att: Jim Scott, P.O. Box 1083, Warren, MI 48090. 

Wanted: Couple or family, mission-minded, who 
would like to relocate to northern Wisconsin to help 
evangelize and start a church. Must have support or 
be able to work out Can help with some support 
and moving expenses. For information call (71 5) 
474-3471 or write to R. Howard, W9272 Hobbles 
Creek Rd., Catawba, WI 54515. 

The church in Three Forks, MT needs a preacher 
for a growing congregation and a growing commu
nity. The church started in this community in Aug. 
1990 with 12 people at our fmt meeting. Now aver
age 30-35. There are 1400 people in the community. 
Want preacher who is dedicated to the Lord's work, 
that will reach out into the community and teach. 
Three Forks is located at headwaters of Missouri 
River. Good bunting and fishing and a beautiful 
area. Contact: Bud Alexander (406) 285-3649, Jim 
Ward (406) 285-3667. Or write: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 1066, Three Forks, MT 59752. 

Sound congregation in Overbrook, KS, 40-50 mem
bers, is seeking sound minister of God's Word. Can 
provide home and partial salary. Interested individ
uals can call Wayne Clark (913) 665-7085 or Toy 
Arnold (913) 665-7947. 

The church in Manitowoc, WS, a self-supporting 
group of 45 members, is in need of a minister. Please 
send resume, photo, and audio tape to Church of 
Christ, 1109 N. 17th St., Manitowoc, WS 54220, or 
call (414) 682-7481. 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 

Postage Appreciated 

- Elbert R. Garretson -
(805) 721-8925 • 1210 9th Ave. • 

Delano, CA 93215 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of Scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power ofNew 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.B. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, 1N 38340. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
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THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
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leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
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The degrading nature of atheism was clearly shown 
by brother Dobbs. 
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Bear the debate on audio tapes. 
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Civil Government and Moral Responsibility 

By David Pharr 

T he Bible shows the necessity of civil govern
ment and admonishes Christians to be "sub
ject unto the higher powers" (Rom. 13: 1). We 

are told, "Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, 
as supreme; or unto governors" (1 Pet. 2: 13f). 
Peter adds in verse 17 that we are to "honor the 
king." It is necessary that society have government, 
and it is expected that Christian people will obey its 
laws and show respect toward civil authorities. 

In showing the necessity of civil government, the 
Bible is equally plain in showing what the purpose 
of such government ought to be. Peter says that it is 
"for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise. 
of them that do well" (1 Pet. 2:14). Paul's explana
tion likewise shows that the God-ordained purpose 
of government is not that ·rulers should be "a terror 
to good works, but to the evil" (Rom. 13:3). The 
governments of this world, and their agents , are 
"ministers of God," when they attend to this neces
sary and noble purpose (Rom. 13:4, 6). When, how
ever, any government becomes a supporter of evil 
and a threat to good, it has abandoned its God-given 
purpose. 

When the New Testament was written, govern
ment corruption and tyranny were widespread. In 
spite of this, Christians were instructed to fulfill 
their duties to the government, the only exception 

being when obedience to such authorities puts 
one into direct conflict with the will of God (Acts 
4: 19; 5 :29). 

Probably no nation has ever enjoyed such a fa
vorable history of benevolent rule as has the United 
States. The people of America are better protected 
and given more freedom than most people enjoy. 
There is a reason for this, and that reason lies in the 
fact that this government was founded upon ideals 
that respected and embraced Christian principles. 
This· is not to say that the founding fathers were all 
Christians; neither is it to say that all of them were 
men of conscience and integrity. It is to say that the 
influence of Christianity was sufficiently prevalent 
so that freedom and justice had to be cornerstones of 
the American system. Morality was seen to be es
sential to the well-being of society. 

Some interesting quotations recently appeared in 
a Tennessee newspaper. These are not quotations 
which will be found in the textbooks of our modem 
public schools. In fact, these things might be ruled 
unconstitutional if they were taught in public school 
history classes today. The problem is not whether 
they are true; the problem is that they do not fit the 
humanist agenda. They are not politically correct. 

George Washington, in his "Farewell Address," 
said, "Of all the dispositions and habits which lead 
to political prosperity, religion and morality are 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Christian Education 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

S ecular education in a Christian environ
ment is good. The Firm Foundation is 
solidly behind training youth in tempo

ral disciplines in circumstances where the Bible 
is respected and obeyed. Nonetheless, there is 
an ever-present danger that schools will attempt 
to control the church under the guise of serv
ing the church. Something of value, like Chris

tian education, can lose its way and become a hindrance to the 
very thing it set out to promote. Like fire, it needs both tending 
and guarding. 

The schools are empowered by the home. God has appointed 
the home and the church. They are divine institutions on separate, 
parallel lines. Families and the church interface but have differ
ent purposes and objectives. If there is no dissimilarity between 
the home and the church, the church would never have come into 
being. The home was first, and if it serves the same purpose as the 
church, the church is an unnecessary appendage. Jehovah ap
pointed the church, and Jesus purchased it with his blood. This 
priceless sanctuary must not be degraded. 

The church is not to provide merely commonplace instruction. 
Her purpose is higher than that. It is the business of the church 
daringly to confront the sinner with his idiocy and condemn his 
rebellion. It is the work of the church to show people ruined by 
evil the divine scheme of redemption, imploring the lost to obey 
the gospel of salvation. The church comes together in one place 
upon the first day of the week to worship God and edify itself. 
The church is saved people adorning the Gospel of God by "vis
iting the fatherless and widows in their affliction" and keeping 
itself unspotted from the world. The aims of the church are simple 
and momentous. She is to defend and promote the everlasting 
truth of the Gospel of the Son of God. 

The home also has a high and holy calling. The purpose of the 
family from the beginning is companionship. God made the 
woman so the man would not be alone, and appointed them to "be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the 
heavens, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth." 



God made marriage, and marriage makes a home. Humans 
In This Issue 

rule over fish, birds, and beasts. The sweaty work of earning a liv- CivU Government and Moral ResponslbUlty · 
ing and the job of procreation belong to the home. Mothers and Dat?id Pha" .......................................... J 

fathers are to provide daily bread and raise children. They do this 
under the watchful eye of the Almighty and with proper apprecia-
tion for the life that is in the seed, giving thanks to God. Parents Editorial: 
are to train the child "in the way he should go" and bring him up Christian Education 
in "the nurture and admonition of the Lord." H. A~ (Buster) Dobbs ............................ 2 

The responsibility of the home is to engage in worldly pur- I 

suits with a religious emphasis. Mom and pop give God-fearing 
instruction to their offspring and teach them secular subjects. The What came Out of Jubilee '93? 
home furnishes everything necessary to the care and keeping of 
children. This includes reading, writing, and arithmetic and any 
other discipline needful to "make tents." It also includes recre- I 

J.· E.- Choate· •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 

ation and rigorous training in good character, which includes re- : Pq~k of Lies _ 7 
spect for law and order. · Male and Female Roles Are 

The church operates on a higher plane than does the home. It . Interchangeable 
is to be free from unnecessary emphasis on earthly matters and ' Lindell Mitchell ........................ ~ .... ~ .... 11 

devote its energy to spiritual concerns. The church does not in- I 

struct in science, math, liberal arts, medicine, civil and criminal 
law, nor any other subject dealing only with making money. Nei- Worship 
ther should the church potty-train babies, spank kids when they The Country Preacher ....................... 12 
misbehave, and supervise playground activities. These legitimate 
worldly interests are within the province of the home - not the 
church. 

T he home is obligated to provide secular education in spiri
tual surroundings. The home, therefore, empowers tempo
ral schools. God has given the home a work to do, and the 

home may use any device to accomplish its task that does not 
violate moral law. Primary, secondary, preparatory, undergradu
ate, and graduate schools are appointed by the home and exist to 
serve the home. We must get that straight! 

Universities are not necessary to the success of the church. 
When the flowers cease to grow on the forgotten graves of the 
universities, the church of the Lord Jesus Christ will still be 
marching on. The church lives in the indestructible Word of God. 
That enduring Word is the seed of the kingdom. Heaven and earth 
may pass away, but the Word of God shall never die. "The Word 
of the Lord abideth for ever. And this is the Word of good tidings 
which was preached unto you." 

Jesus did not say, "Upon this rock, I will build my university." 
The church in the first century enjoyed uncommon success. Its 
early growth was sensational. Half the world was converted to 
Christ within one generation. An amazing increase took place 
without a single school or college or university. No apostle ever 
commissioned the establishment of a secular school. 

, A Dialogue: 
Dobbs- Money ................................. 14 

· Hell anil the High School 
Steve Gibson ....................................... 16 

· Potpou"i ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .-••••• ~.................. 21: 

Misunderstanding Money 
Dub McClish .............................. , ........ 24 

,Worth Repeating 

Paul Sain ···············-·······~···· ..... -......... 2~1 

. Cotham's Comments 
Perry B. Cothpm ............................ _ ••• _~·::~a-

,\. 

October 1993 3 .. 
Finn FoundAtion 



The church did its work and grew without the 
service of any man-made institution. The secret of its 
triumph was the conviction of its converts. Christians 
knew what they knew, and believed what they be
lieved, and were willing to die for it. They held to 
absolute truth and defended and promoted it at awful 
cost. The blood of the martyrs was proof of their de
votion and confidence. Neither crosses, nor wild ani
mals, nor rues, nor swords, nor perils could separate 
the saints from the love of Christ. The world looked 
on in amazement. The saved proclaimed in word and 
deed the beauty ofholiness and the reality of eternity. 
"They went everywhere preaching the word." 

A modem church possessed with that same con
secration would ''turn the world upside down" in the 
absence of any university at all. Universities are not 
necessary to the success of the church. 

The university is the invention of the home. All 
public and private schools are arranged by the au
thority of the family. They have no higher commis
sion. Secular schools, even when operated by people 
who are believers in Jesus, are subservient to the 
home. The home appoints them, and they are an
swerable to their creators. The function of the school 
is to serve the home in its responsibility to train chil
dren in a religious circumstance. The university is 
neither the church nor the servant of the church. 

Secular schools are vital. They do important 
work. We applaud the assistance they render to the 
home. When members of the church provide 
schools where young men and women can be taught 
mundane subjects in the fear of God, it is a good 
thing. Still, we must keep in mind the pedigree of 
the school and never allow it to control the church 
- or the home, for that matter. Keep the school in 
its proper place, and it performs an invaluable ser
vice to the home. Out of their place, schools of ev
ery variety can do much devilment. 

Public schools can stray from the purpose for 
which the home appointed them and damage the 
home. Private schools can lose their way, misunder
stand their purpose, and rend the very homes that 
authorize them. Homes can be deceived into allow
ing the school to dominate and wag their owners. 
The church can be tricked into thinking she is 
dependent on the university. "Take ye heed,· watch 
and pray." 
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A prime example of extreme confusion about the 
function of the church, the home, and the school is 
the current issue of Abilene Christian University's 
Directions in Ministry (Spring 1993). Page three is 
entitled "The Center for Church Enrichment: An In
terview with Dr. Ian Fair," written by David Wray. 
Note the following excerpts: 

An exciting new center has been established in 
the College of Biblical Studies ..... Churches of 
Christ ... have mislaid some of the passion for 
the lost that once characterized us .... Evange
listic fervor, however, is no longer a driving 
force in many of our congregations .... The pur
pose of the Center for Church Enrichment is to 
identify and address the needs of enrichment 
among Churches of Christ. ... The mission of 
the Center for Church Enrichment is to serve 
church leaders needing assistance regarding 
information, resources, equipping and consul
tation for enhanced outreach in the church and 
in the world .... The vision for Church Enrich
ment is to serve the church .... We would like to 
believe that the center could ultimately address 
the needs of Churches of Christ throughout the 
world. Secondarily we will be targeting church 
leaders and Churches of Christ in North 
America. Church leaders are the primary group 
with whom we want to communicate. Yet the 
entire 'body' and the interests of all church 
members will be a constant concern for those 
working in the Center. 

In his speech, "On This Rock," Royce Money, 
president of Abilene Christian University, said: 

We are not the church, but our primary reason 
for existence is to serve the church and its 
families by equipping men and women for ser
vice and leadership as God gives us the gifts, 
all to His glory .... The church has prospered 
and grown and world missions have prospered 
and grown where there is a healthy mutual de
pendence and support between the church and 
our fine Christian colleges. 

Which is the dog, pray, and which the tail? 
11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77070 
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Civil Government and Moral Responsibility 
(continued from page 1) 

indispensable supports. In vain would that man 
claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to 
subvert these great pillars and remove religion and 
morality from politics." 

John Jay, the first chief justice of the Supreme 
Court, said, "Providence has given to our 
people the choice of their rulers, and it is the 

duty as well as the privilege and interest of our 
Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for 
their rulers." 

Today's Supreme Court would no doubt rule the 
first chief justice out of order for such a statement! 

John Quincy Adams said, "The highest glory of 
the American Revolution was this: It connected, in 
one indissoluble bond, the principles of civil govern
ment with the principles of Christianity." 

We can only wonder how tragically different our 
history might have been if this continent had been 
settled by Muslims or Hindus or New Agers or by 
politicians like those today who are so willing to 
coddle sin and who are so afraid to take a stand for 
Christian moral values. Some say America has now 
entered a "post-Christian era." This may be true! 

T his is not an article about political parties. 
Frankly, I do not have much confidence in 
politics at all. This is not an article to tell 

people how they should vote. Neither is this an ar
ticle intended to make any readers angry with me 
(though it will probably upset some). The ugly, 
shameful, undeniable truth is, however, that in his 
first week in office the new president issued an or
der that will encourage the killing of babies and 
sought to take action that would give respectability 
and acceptability to the filthy perversions of the so
called "gays." 

In a Sunday Bible class the question was raised 
as to how Clinton and Gore can take the positions 
they do on these issues when they claim to be mem
bers of the Southern Baptist Church. The answer, I 

think, is that they are politicians first and Baptists 
second. We differ with our Baptist neighbors on 
many points, but it would be unfair to suggest that 
somehow being Baptists caused the president and 
vice president to take the positions they take. It is 
also a frequent reality that polities and religion don't 
mix - not because they should.n 't but because they 
have become so incompatible. Government leaders 
have taken their positions on the issues we have 
cited either because they lack the moral intelligence 
to know what is right, or else they lack the moral 
courage to do what is right, and probably it is a com
bination of both. 

I t is somewhat ironic that only a few months ago 
Tipper Gore, the wife of the vice president, was 
working to have warning labels put on musical 

recordings when the lyrics are obscene. And appar
ently the then Senator Gore stood with her. We 
applauded her efforts. Then when political opportu
nity presented itself, she took to the campaign 
trail under the leadership of a candidate who has 
made no secret about his rejection of many 
Christian moral principles. Senator Gore himself 
made the inane explanation that while he did not 
favor abortion, he did favor freedom of choice. 
He is not the only one to try to hide behind this 
foolish facade. It is nothing more than moral cow
ardice. If abortion is wrong, it is wrong. If it is 
wrong, it is the duty of government to stop it, not 
to allow people to make their own choices about it. 
Remember, it is the purpose of government to 
punish people who do wrong. It certainly is not to 
give them a choice. To press the point, it certainly 
is not the duty of government to take the money of 
taxpayers to encourage and assist those who choose 
to kill babies. 

But we are told, "You can't legislate morality." 
This is one of those stupid statements that has been 
repeated so often that thoughtless people just as
sume that it must be true. (It is like the oft-repeated 

~t":::.b¥ound~:!! 5 



notion that "prohibition failed." It was not prohibi
tion that failed. What failed was a government that 
lacked the will to uphold the wishes of the people.) 

N
o, legislation cannot make people have the 
right kind of hearts. Neither will it stop all im
moral activity. But properly enforced legisla

tion against immorality will put the government 
back into the business that God ordained for it. The 
fact is, however, that morality is actually being leg
islated all the time. Laws against drug abuse and 
civil rights laws are obvious examples of morality 
legislation. Those who argue that morality cannot be 
legislated usually mean only such legislation that 
would interfere with their own lifestyle. 

A few months ago the nation watched the 
Clarence Thomas hearings. Regardless of who we 
might have thought was telling the truth, those hear
ings dragged out all the dirt that could be scraped up. 
We watched and listened as every sordid detail was 
exposed, questioned, refuted, and exposed some · 
more. I have no sympathy for any wrongdoing which 
might have been committed by either party. What is 
astonishing, though, is how so much ado was made 
over what was charged as being sexual harassment, 
when it is common knowledge that fornication, 
drunkenness, adultery, and other immoralities are a 
part of the lifestyles of some of the very ones who 
eventually voted for or against Judge Thomas. 

W bile we are on the subject of congressional 
hearings, let us propose some. Why not a 
televised hearing on abortion? Why not 

show some real evidence? Congress may pass a na
tional right-to-abortion law. Will there be the kind of 
thorough and detailed hearings like there were in the 
Clarence Thomas case? Will the whole story be told 
of how certain abortion methods bum the flesh off 
the infants? Will there be televised testimony about 
suction devices that shred the bodies of babies as 
they are ripped from the womb? Again, I make no 
claim to being a. prophet, but I think I know that 
such testimony will never be allowed. You see, that 
would not be "politically correct." 

Or will there be hearings that will reveal how 
depraved homosexuality really is? Yes, there will be 
some hearings, but they will be kept on a politically 
acceptable level. We will not expect that much atten-
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tion will be given to Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 
6:9; or L~viticus 18:22; 20:13. Actually little will be 
said about such texts in churches, so we could 
hardly expect to hear them in Congress. I doubt that 
any questions will be asked that will really bring out 
the filth and depravity. You may also be pretty sure 
that the news media will avoid sharing very much of 
any sordidness. 

Instead, the populace will hear more of the same 
old tripe about how gays never hurt anybody and 
that they want to be treated just like regular people. 
The gay advocates and their friends in government 
know that most Americans would suffer sickening 
revulsion if the whole truth about homosexual prac
tices were accurately and completely made known. 
Of course, several celebrities will be brought in to 
tell of what great contributions gays have made, and 
a few million gullible people will fall for some more 
of the devil 's lies. 

In the debate over gays in the military our con
cern is over moral principle, not practical effective
ness. Whether gays can effectively do their duty is 
not the problem. The fact that there have been gays 
who have served well in the military or anywhere 
else is not denied. The real issue is whether presi
dential policies, congressional policies, public poli
cies, should imply acceptance of moral perversions 
as merely an alternate lifestyle. Paul's description of 
heathenism is directly on target: 

For even their women did change the natural 
use into that which is against nature: and like
wise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward an
other: men with men working that which is un
seemly ... who knowing the judgment of God, 
that they which commit such things are worthy 
of death, not only do the same, but have plea
sure in them that do them (Rom. 1:26-27, 32). 

One of the propaganda tricks being used by the 
pro-gays in the government and in the media is to 
say that "discrimination" against homosexuals is the 
same as discrimination against blacks. This is a slick 
bit of sophistry intended to make those who oppose 
homosexual practices appear as bigots. There is such 
an essential difference between the two issues, how
ever, as to make them totally without parallel. To 
those who respect the Word of God, the difference is 
obvious: Racism is an evil that the government 



needs to correct; homosexuality is an evil that some 
in government want to approve! 

Some states and cities have already passed laws 
which give special protection for homosexuals. We 
are not referring to mere protection against their 
being abused. We are as opposed as anyone to that. 
The gay rights laws, however, go far beyond the kind 
of protection which should be provided every per
son. They may require landlords to rent to homo
sexuals. Some will allow marriage between mem
bers of the same sex. Under some of these laws, 
employers cannot have any anti-gay literature in the 
work place. This would, of course, have the effect of 
outlawing the Bible. Brother, you may be sure that 
the wheels are turning to make such laws for the 
entire nation. 

I did not watch the presidential inauguration, but 
I understand that the tradition of placing the 
hand on the Bible was a part of it. This tradition 

is common when a person takes office at most lev
els of government. This should be a symbol of an 
official's intent to seek to serve according to the will 
of God. If, however, the principles of the Bible, es
pecially its plain declarations on moral issues, are 
going to be willfully disregarded, this has to be a 
hypocritical and sacrilegious performance. One 
might as well put his hand on a rabbit's foot or em
brace a statue of a toad! When the Bible's teaching 
means nothing, what does it mean to lay one's hand 
on the Bible? 

Americans have a special privilege in that they 
are free to express their concerns to the leaders of 
the nation. Too many of us say too little. One does 
not have to be an articulate writer to make his con
cerns known. All that is needed is a postcard or a 
simple letter, saying, "I oppose abortion. I oppose 
acceptance of homosexual practices. I stand for 
Christian moral values." Such letters should be sent 
to officials in every level of government, from the 
president down to the local councilman. Politicians 
may not pay much attention to what God says, but 
they usually notice what the voters say. Less than 2 
percent of Americans are gay, yet they have made 
themselves heard. Friends and brethren, it is time for 
the rest of us to be heard. 

One other point needs to be emphasized. Neither 

abortion nor homosexual practices are unpardonable 
sins. They are indeed heinous, but even these crimes 
can be forgiven. As followers of Christ, we should 
hate sin but love sinners. It is not denied that homo~ 
sexuals may not have chosen to be attracted to mem
bers of their own sex. Let this be granted. But the 
fact remains that God demands that they keep those 
urges under control. The fact that one's psychology 
tempts him to be a homosexual, to be one who 
craves bestiality, to be a child molester, or to be a 
heterosexual fornicator does not give him license to 
practice such sins. Read James 1:14-15. 

Returning now to the original thought of this 
article: The purpose of civil government is to protect 
those who do right and to prevent and punish those 
who do evil. The kind of evil that ought to especially 
concern government is moral evil. Unless the gov
ernment of the United States reverses its direction, 
we shall become as Sodom and Gomorrah. 

We are taught to pray for "all that are in author
ity; that we may lead a quite and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty" (1 Tim. 2:1-2). We will pray 
for the president and all who are in authority. May 
God bless the government and the people of the 
United States of America in all that is wholesome 
and good. May God send whatever chastisement is 
needed to save this country from destroying itself. 
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What Came Out of Jubilee '93? 
By J. E ... Choate 

T he Nashville Jubilee had its 1989 birth in July 
hosted by the Madison Church of Christ. The 
first Jubilee attracted considerable interest as 

to the intent of the sponsoring churches and the 
future direction of Jubilee. Jubilee number 2 (1990) 
·was sponsored by the Woodmont Hills Church 
of Christ. As expected, Rubel Shelly was the domi
nant factor in the Jubilee equation. Serious ques
tions were immediately raised about the presence 
on the program of some speakers known to. hold 
liberal views. 

However, it was during Jubilee '91, sponsored 
by the Antioch church, that the Nashville Jubilee 
was suddenly thrust into the limelight by the news 
media. This aroused considerable controversy 
among the churches of Christ. Lectures presented by 
Gayle Napier and Gary Wilson were headlined in 
the Nashville Tennessean: "Conservative Churches 
May Foster Incest." Napier said that "power-addicted 
preachers in such churches encourage incest and 
pornography in the home." He also said this insidi
ous presence was prevalent in churches of Christ. 
Gary Wilson claimed that male dominated settings 
could drive Christians into homosexuality and por
nography. The Napier and Wilson statements were 
humiliating and embarrassing to churches of Christ 
across the nation. 

The defenders of Jubilee were quick to blame 
Ray Waddle, religion editor of the Tennessean, for 
the lurid headlines. However, Waddle reported what 

. happened accurately. Rubel Shelly's essay, "God 
Never Alters - But the Church Must Change," fur
ther stirred the controversy. Shelly put the traditional 
and conservative churches of Christ under harsh and 
uncompromising attack. 

He castigated the conservative churches for their 
"imperfect dogmas" and their "deep ruts" of tradi
tion. He pictured the hapless pew sitters as listening 
to ''tedious preachers delivering threadbare speeches 
on insignificant themes." Some preachers indeed 
may be smitten by their own speeches as was Herod 
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Agrippa when he approved the shout of the people 
that his was the voice of a god, not a man. Churches 
of Christ need to properly identify their adversaries 
and not be lured by the clever rhetoric of modem, 
religious pied pipers. 

Jubilee '92 got underway without unfavorable 
media coverage - that is, until Rubel Shelly began 
talking again out of hand. The public again was re
galed with a series of captioned news stories: 
"Churches of Christ"; "Heretics Hurting Churches 
of Christ"; "Minister Not Telling the Truth"; 
"Churches of Christ Blast Liberal Worship." 

The Nashville Tennessean honored Rubel Shel
ly once more by printing another of his essays in the 
section titled the "Nashville Eye." It was captioned: 
"Hollywood Heaven": "The movies and music can 
teach old churches new tricks." Brother Shelly 
shuttles the apostle Paul off to one side in a second
ary role as he applauds the role of Whoopi Goldberg 
in Sister Act. (Shelly is billed as philosopher
theologian for the Woodmont Hills Church 
of Christ.) 

The Nashville Jubilee '93 

Jubilee had been "burned" two years in a 
row by the news media. The sponsoring 
churches of Jubilee '93 laid careful plans to 

clean up the image of the Jubilee '93 and Jubilees 
to follow. The theme was one of ''sweetness and 
light" - "To God Be the Glory." Lecturers were 
carefully screened to eliminate some much
publicized liberals in churches of Christ. 

About a month before Jubilee opened, the area 
churches supporting Jubilee '93 mounted a news 
"blitz" in each Sunday edition of the Tennessean. 
The names of supporting churches and prominent 
church men were listed urging people to attend Ju
bilee. The names of eleven churches and five promi
nent church leaders made up the first such ad in the 
paper's "Religion Directory." Each week the number 
of sponsoring churches and individuals endorsing 
Jubilee grew. The final advertisement listed 19 



churches supporting Jubilee and around 100 indi
viduals endorsing Jubilee. A N ashviiie church at
tracted attention because it did not carry the caption, 
"Attend Jubilee." Ads were calculated to make it ap
pear that area churches of Christ were swarming in 
support of Jubilee. 

Right in the middle of the church media blitz 
with each church urging people to attend Jubilee, 
the headline appeared in the Nashville Tennessean 
- ''Not Everybody Jumps for Jubilee" with a sub
title which read: "Forces Thg at Churches of Christ." 
Ray Waddle, religion editor of the Tennessean, wrote 
the story. Ray Waddle writes impartiaiiy addressing 
all the churches making news, the Methodist, South
em Baptist, et al. Waddle provided a balanced pre
sentation for the "pros" and "cons" of Jubilee '93. 
Supporters of Jubilee caiied it a joyful, healthy ex
pression of Christianity. On the other hand the crit
ics denounced Jubilee as a sellout to worldly values 
and a growing threat to the identity of the church of 
Christ. For the third year in a row the general pub
lic learned that Jubilee had indeed become a battle 
ground between the conservative and liberal ele
ments in churches of Christ. 

The sponsoring churches were reported to have 
taken special care to weed out speakers who were 
thought to be potential trouble makers. Furthermore, 
the 1993 sponsors of Jubilee proposed to form a 
corps of about 10 sponsoring churches to pay the 
cost and give Jubilee a goQd image in the years 
ahead. The report was circulated that the dominant 
influence of Rubel Shelly would be diminished or 
even eliminated in future Jubilees. That remains to 
be seen. These are not the plans of Rubel Shelly who 
announced during Jubilee '93 that the Woodmont 
Hills Church will host Jubilee '94. He said that well
known liberal brethren would again be among the 
featured speakers. 

Three Church Bulletins 

T he reactions to the Ray Waddle, Jubilee news 
story were mixed. A Nashvillean is always 
prepared to hear that this is just another case 

in which the Tennessean slanted stories calculated to 
put the churches of Christ in a bad light. However, 
it is abundantly clear that Waddle gave a balanced 
appraisal of Jubilee '93. Three ministers of three 
high-profile Nashviiie churches reacted to the 

reporting that "not all are jumping for Jubilee." One 
such writer who knows next to nothing about Res
toration history and church "politics" wrote: "Well, 
Sunday's Tennessean on Jubilee '93 reaffirmed my 
belief that anything regarded worthwhile in serving 
1·,-------~-------------------------------
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The Restoration: The Winds of Change 

. October 17-21, 1993 
Sunday, October 17 

9:30a.m .... "" The Restoration ................................................................... Jim Llwa 

10:20 a.m ••••••• The Winds of Change .......................................................... Alan HI; hera 
7:00p.m. -Christ, the Apostles, and Controversy ............................... Maxie Boren 

8:00p.m. --The Church of Christ .................................... ·----··-Flavll Nichola 

Monday, October 18 
9:00a.m ••••••• Present Day Challenges to the Restorallon: · 

The Multiplying Ministries Movement ................................ Dub McClish 
10:00 a.m ....... Slogans of the Restoration: Their Significance ................. Joe Hopper 

11:00 a.m ....... Significant Debates of the Restorallon .............................. Dave Miller 

1:00p.m. ...... Book Review: 1119 Second Incarnation--·----·-·-·- Curtla Catu 
2:00p.m ....... Eal1y Years of the Restoration: Europe and America ...... Sam Hester 

3:00p.m ....... Open Forum: Controversial Issues of the Restoration ..... Robert R. Taylor 

7:00p.m ••••••• Modem Scholarship: Its Influence on the Restoration ..... Pat Harcfoman 

8:00p.m ....... Need of the Present To Arouse the Church from 
Its Lethargy .......................................................................... Wendell Winkler 

Tuesday, October 19 
9:00a.m ....... Need of the Present Book, Chapter, Verse Preaching .... Jim Huffman 

10:00 a.m ....... Challenges to the Restoration: The A.D. 70 Theory ......... Gary Workman 

11:00a.m ....... Challenges to the Restoration: New Hermeneutic ........... Dick Sztanyo 

1:00p.m ....... Book Review: The CfiiCiform Church ................................. Jackle Stearaman 
2:00p.m ....... The Work of the Restoration Movement In 

19th-century America .......................................................... Don Deffenbaugh 

3:00p.m ....... Open Forum ......................................................................... Robert R. Taylor 
7:00p.m •••••.• Need of the Present: Soui·Savlng Preaching .................... Perry Cotham 

8:00p.m ....... Need of tho Present: Return to the Distinctive Nature 
of the Church ........................................................................ Winfred Clark 

Wednesday, October 20 
9:00a.m ....... Present Day Discussion: Mechanical Instruments 

of Music In Worship---·-·--····-··--··--·--··-·-Jim Lewla 
10:00a.m ••••••• Present Day Discussion: Worshlp ...................................... Roy Llnler 

11:00a.m ....... Present Day Discussion: Christian Education ................. J. E. Choate 

1:00p.m ....... Book Review: The Church In Transition ............... "" .......... Eddie Whitten 

2:00p.m ....... Work of the Restoration Movement 20th Century ............ Paul Saln 

3:00p.m ....... Open Forum ·-··-·-·--··-·-····-····-··-··-----··-Robert R. Taylor 
7:00p.m ....... Influence of the Printed Page In the Restoration .............. Winford Claiborne 

8:00p.m ••••.•• Need of the Present: Unity In the Restoration 
Movement ............................................................................. Joe Gilmore 

Thursday, October 21 
9:00a.m ••••••• Present Day Discussion: Grace, Faith, Law ...................... Roy Deaver 

10:00a.m ....... Present Day Discussion: Fellowshlp .................................. Konneth Jonu 

11:00 a.m ••••••• Present Day Discussion: Baptism ...................................... Dan Winkler 
1:00p.m •••.••• Book Review: The Cora Gospel ......................................... Phil Davia 

2:00p.m ....... The Work of the Restoration Movement-Today and 
Tomorrow ............................................................................. Earl Edwarda 

3:00p.m ....... Open Forum ......................................................................... Robert R. Taylor 
7:00p.m ....... Great Restoration Preachers and Their Preaching ........... Earl Weat 
8:00p.m ....... Onward Christian Soldiers .................................................. Baall Overton 

Jim Laws, Director 

Getwell Church of Christ 
1.5:11 Getwell Rd. • Memphis TN 38:111. 
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God will be criticized by someone (usually includ
ing well-intentioned people)." We do not fault the 
young man for this impassioned statement, but we 
do the church ~ldership who encouraged and al
lowed the printing of it in the church bulletin. 

A second preacher for a high-profile church~ 
who does understand church "politics," wrote: "Ju
bilee is coming up very soon. The Tennessean re
porter didn't wait until it was over to bring up the 
negative." The preacher writes that Ray Waddle en
joys raking up trouble in the churches. (What about 
our brethren creating trouble that did not exist prior 
to Jubilee?) 

A third preacher for a large Nashville church in 
East Nashville gives a balanced and informed ap
praisal of Jubilee '93. He began with the Tennessean 
front page headlines- ''Not Everybody Jumps for 
Jubilee." Then he added: "All readers of the Sunday 
paper now are aware of division in the churches. In 
January of this year the elders informed the sponsors 
of Jubilee '93 that the church would not endorse 
Jubilee." Then repeated "pressure" telephone calls 
from a prominent brother started coming urging the 
church and the preacher to support Jubilee. 

The preacher reacted to Jubilee pressure with 
these words: "Do we not still have congregational 
autonomy? Can you not simply worship and serve 
the Lord to the best of your ability without choosing 
sides? ... Trying to line up preachers and congrega
tions in the newspaper is no way to promote unity." 
I agree with the observation of the preacher - "We 
in the churches of Christ are going to keep on 
until we have Jubilee churches and anti-Jubilee 
churches." He made the observation at the time that 
only 16 of the 116 area churches of Christ had been 
lined up for Jubilee. 

A Summary Appraisal 

T he transactions of Jubilee '93 came to a stun
ning climax on Friday evening. LaGard Smith 
delivered his keynote address, "Let the Earth 

Hear His Voice." LaGard Smith was by far the most 
acclaimed speaker on Jubilee '93 as in the previous 
year. If we may call him such, his was the shining 
star in the array of Jubilee speakers. First off, he let 
it be known that Jubilee was something other than 
he had thought it to be. 

His words reminded me of my own gentle, 
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strong-willed mother with whom I always consulted 
on matters where good judgment was sought. He 
told his audience that in so many words his mother 
had her misgivings about his appearing in Jubilee 
'93. There is no doubt that LaGard Smith had come 
up with serious misgivings about his appearance 
on the program. As he addressed and commented on 
the ultraconservative, legalistic churches in a critical 
manner, his words were met with sustained 
applause. When he turned on the ''New Age" liberal 
church supporters and let it be known in no 
uncertain words that it all_comes down to what the 
Bible says, then his comments were met with a 
muted silence. 

Rubel Shelly was so stunned when he arose af
ter the keynote speech, he had nothing to say in re
sponse. LaGard Smith made it clear that, while he 
enjoyed the company of Dr. Shelly on a recent ar
chaeological dig in Israel, he does not fully endorse 
the theology and religious positions of Rubel Shel
ly. LaGard Smith let it be known that he doubted 
that he would be invited back. 

Postscript 

0 ther matters of notable importance came 
to light before and during Jubilee 
'93. Some of the lectures made guarded 

attacks on conservative churches and preachers. At 
least one lecture belongs to the "theater of the ab
surd." The speaker advised that to communicate 
with the teens, we must speak their language, or as 
captioned in the Tennessean - "Like lose the 
church lingo, dudes." 

We would advise Jubilee experts on the teens to 
read a feature (July 26) in Time magazine under the 
title, "Religion: A Babble of Bibles," with the sub
title, "Will Scripture Hip to What's Happening Snare 
New Believers?" Look at this quotation from the 
Black Chronicle paraphrase of Scripture to make 
Scripture hip to one segment of the society: Eve 
says, "Yeah, snake, I can eat of these trees, just not 
the tree of knowledge or the Almighty said I'd 
be knocked off." This is just a "teaser quote" to pre
pare the readers for another look into the transac
tions of Jubilee '93 that will appear in this paper at 
a later date. 3 714 ~ Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville. TN 37215 
FF 



Pack of Lies 7 
Male and Female Roles Are Interchangeable 

By Lindell Mitchell 

R adical feminists backing the Equal Rights 
Amendment have repeatedly told us 
the amendment would simply mean that 

women would receive equal pay for equal work. If 
that were true, it would be a frivolous piece of leg
islation. The Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 
1972 currently guarantees women equal pay for 
equal work. 

The problem with the Equal Rights Amendment 
is the definition given to the word equality. Feminists 
say it means that women must have equality so far as 
roles are concerned. In essence, the place of men and 
women would be interchangeable. All gender-based 
roles would be abolished. Toward this end, the media 
is busily dismantling biblical concepts of what a 
woman should be and do. Gone are the days when 
motherhood and feminine grace were viewed with 
respect. 

Since marriage reinforces a hierarchy they find 
objectionable, feminists argue for the abolition of 
such "servitude." Bonnie Kreps says, "We must 
fight the institutionalization of the oppression of 
women - especially the institution of marriage." 
Sheila Cronan wrote: "Since marriage constitutes 
slavery for women, it is clear that the women's 
movement must concentrate on attacking this insti
tution. Freedom for women cannot be won without 
the abolition of marriage." 

Feminists believe that there can be no equality as 
long as women are our primary homemakers. At a 
Houston Conference for Women sponsored by the 
National Organization for Women, a call for feder
ally-funded day care centers was issued. Centers 
would operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
The conferees argued that only when the responsi
bility for children was placed on society at large, 
could women be free. Therefore, they demanded that 
the state assume responsibility for rearing children. 
(Watching the goobers in Austin play politics with 

education financing makes me shudder at the 
thought of them raising children!) 

Rearing children used to be considered an hon
orable profession. Who would ever have thought that 
a time would come when mothers who stay home 
would be disrespected and ridiculed? 

Religion is seen as another force that must be 
destroyed if the "female-oppressing" family is to be 
successfully dismantled. Consistent with Marxist 
philosophy feminists write, "Political institutions 
such as religion, because they are based on philoso
phies of hierarchical orders and reinforce male op
pression of females must be destroyed." 

NOW opposes the right of churches to differen
tiate between men and women. It is fighting to deny 
tax exemption to churches that "discriminate" be
tween men and women on religious grounds. It is 
easy to see that the refusal to hire female or homo
sexual preachers could soon be interpreted as "con
trary to public policy." So much for freedom of 
religion! 

Feminism's denial of gender-based roles tramples 
essential distinctions in Christian doctrine pertaining 
to the home and the church. Its socialistic view of 
equality is incompatible with religious freedom. 

Scriptures teach that men and women have dif
ferent roles without being fundamentally unequal. 
Their well-defined roles must be maintained for the 
orderly function of society and the training of 
children. 

Women are equal to men in several crucial ways. 
They are equal in creation. Though Eve was created 
for Adam, she was created as a partner. She bore 
God's image as fully as Adam did. 

Women are equal in salvation: "There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28). Obviously women can 
sustain a covenant with God. Their function differs, 
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but their salvation is the same. 
Women are equal in accountability. When Adam 

and Eve received judgment because of sin, each was 
held accountable individually. The biblical under
standing of gender roles is "equal but different." The 
equality does not substitute one role for the other, 
but as equal persons they stand before God respon
sible for fulfilling different functions. 

God made us male and female. He established 
the boundaries in which we must serve and work. To 
disregard these differences is to bring the disintegra-

tion of society. Rape, promiscuity, homosexuality, 
divorce, abortion, delinquent children, and child 
abuse did not result from men and women fulfilling 
their divinely-appointed roles. They are largely the 
result of ignoring them. 

God requires that noble, gentle men assisted by 
loving women bring their children up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 5:21-6:4). Only by 
following these directives can we preserve society 
and find happiness. P.O. Box 316 

Livingston, TX 77351 
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Worship 
By the Country Preacher 

T he other day an acquaintance of mine told me 
that he does not get anything out of worship 
anymore and was thinking about shopping 

around for a different church that could meet his 
needs. I suppose the one with the most to offer by 
way of "feel-goods" will get his bid. 

Being somewhat confused about the meaning of 
"getting something out of it," I asked directly what 
he had in mind. After all, I wonder what dividends 
Abraham accrued by burning animals on a stone
heap called an altar, or how the Israelites had their 
personal needs met by listening to the public read
ers of the law under Joshua at Mt. Ebal and Gerazim 
- especially since they probably stood the entire 
time. 

My friend told me that what he had in mind was 
a service that had some excitement to it and that 
offered him some keys to raising his children and 
dealing with personal problems. 

Being somewhat mystified as to what particular 
aspect of worship could be so designed as to fill this 
criteria, I asked whether or not his daily Bible read
ing and devotion did not supply some of these 
needs. 

"Well," he replied, "I haven't exactly been on a 
good routine of reading my Bible lately." 

At this point I changed the line of thought some
what, but I did remind him that perhaps he could 
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begin to improve his worship by improving his ser
vice at home. I also asked, "How do you suppose it 
came about that David could say, 'I was glad when 
they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the 
Lord'?" 

My friend told me he didn't know, but that wor
ship was somewhat different then. 

I said I knew that the specific activities of wor
ship have now been changed but pointed out that the 
idea of coming before the holy God was precisely 
the same. Further, I told him I could not see how 
David could get anything out of all those psalms 
sung in chant-like tones. Yet David and the other Old 
Testament patriarchs were decidedly uplifted to be 
able to participate in that kind of worship. The ex
citement seems to be derived from the ability, free
dom, and opportunity to worship - not from a fast
paced hubbub of entertainment that some today call 
worship, but is really self-serving. 

"You're missing the point," my friend said. "We 
today have a jillion problems, and we're not being 
given the answers to them in our services." 

I piped up just here to tell him that this criticism 
seemed to be directed specifically at the preachers 
and their sermons, for personal problem solving 
surely is not what singing songs of praise or the 
Lord's Supper is all about. 

"I guess you're right," he said, "our preachers are 



not dealing with the issues of 20th-century life." 
I tried not to be too defensive, since I myself am 

a preacher but told him that as far as I could see 
from Paul's commands that the preacher is to preach 
the Word - stay with the text. 

"Yes, but he needs to make specific application." 
Well, I know this "is partly true. Nevertheless, I 

responded that this would, if taken across the board 
and applied to every passage, cut out most of the text 
from being commented upon or preached upon be
cause it does not deal with the specific problems he 
had in mind - unless we take liberties not granted 
by the text itself. I did know a preacher once who 
sermonized against Crossroadism from the text of 
Psalm 23. 

My friend informed me quickly that specific 
application in his mind did not include the condem
nation of anyone or any group, but that we had 
enough to do just to watch ourselves. 

"Strange. idea that one," I said, "since every 
single New Testament preacher freely criticized oth
ers in every sermon or in every book he wrote." 

My friend said he didn't wish to argue about 
negative and positive preaching, and if I weren't so 
argumentative, and if I would let some of these ideas 
of his pass without comment from me, he would be 
happier with me. 

But I came back to the original point when I 
wondered out loud if Paul expected the aged men to 
sit up and take notice at the public reading of Titus 
only when chapter 2:2 specifically addresses them. 
Or were the aged women of 2:3 not to pay any atten
tion until they were specifically called out? Did 
the young men whisper and pass notes to one 
another until the reader came to 2:6, "Let the 
younger men"? 

"Well, I don't guess so," he mused. 
"Of the 46 verses that make up the text of Titus 

only three pick you out directly," I continued to him. 
"Does that mean that only then do you listen atten
tively? Are your needs being met only then?" 

My friend seemed to understand that, but still 
he held out for some more personalized worship 
services. 

I also wondered out loud to him how he could 
possibly get emotionally charged out of reading his 
Bible since that seemed a pretty dull activity to his 

way of thinking and to top it off- almost the en
tire Bible is not even "relevant" to his personal prob
lems and lifestyle. 

This insinuation did not set too well with him, 
and he informed me quickly he knew how to apply 
the stories of the Bible to his life and that Bible 
study was not at all dull to him when he actually got 
around to doing some of it. 

"Well," I insisted, "how is it that this arouses 
your interest, yet when the preacher quotes the same 
verses and comments upon them, it becomes too 
hard to get anything out of it?" 

"I guess you are just on the traditional side," he 
quipped, "for you just don't understand what I'm 
saying. I want worship that makes me feel good 
about myself." 

I commented, "I have never had so great a feel
ing as when I worship, simply because I know that 
I have offered to God my best." 

He replied that he had a hard time offering to 
God his best in our style of worship. 

"No wonder you can't get anything out of wor
ship," I acted as if I had just made the key discovery, 
"you can't get something for nothing." 

As he walked off disgustedly, he blurted out that 
my problem was that I thought I had an answer for 
everything. 

I could not help but feel that he represented the 
very essence of the me-first generation, which is 
exactly why God has never allowed man to organize 
his own method of approach to his throne. I even 
thought that perhaps the sermons he has been hear
ing have been too cushy, for what would aid him is 
not more doses of whoop-it-up worship - but 
some strong measures of conviction as to what wor
ship is all about. Bill Lockwood 
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A Dialogue 
Royce Money, President of Abilene Christian University 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Editor of the Firm Foundation 
(Brother Money :S portion of this dialogue was first printed in a pamphlet he wrote and that was widely 

distributed at the request of the trustees of Abilene Christian University. His brochure, therefore, represents 
the official position of the school. For the purpose of this discussion, we are merely reprinting what brother 
Money and the board have broadcast.) 

Money: "And I tell you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it" (Matt. 16:18). 

Often I have read this passage, and every time I 
imd myself wondering what Jesus had in mind when 
he said "church." When Jesus promised to build his 
church on the confession of his Lordship, I wonder 
what he envisioned for his people when he referred 
to "my church." 

The church of which Jesus spoke began shortly 
after He uttered these words - "my church." 

Dobbs: It is curious that the president of a uni
versity operated by and for members of the churches 
of Christ would wonder what Jesus had in mind 
when he said "church." This is so elementary that 
one might suspect brother Money is confusing the 
one body of Christ with denominations. 

Anyway, we will clear away brother Moneys 
confusion and explain that when Jesus said, "my 
church," he was talking about the kingdom of 
heaven, which is the family of God, the church of 
Christ, the one body of Jesus, and the bride of 
Christ. He was not talking about denominations. 

Money: I have spent all my life in relentless 
pursuit of restoring the church of the New Testa
ment. I look at where we are in our Restoration Heri
tage as churches of Christ. I look at Jesus' prayer for 
unity of His followers in John 17, and I wonder what 
Jesus thinks. 

Dobbs: In future installments of this discussion 
we will review Jesus 'prayer for unity recorded in 
John 17. Briefly, the Lord prayed that his true follow
ers would be one just as he and the father are one. 
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Money: I come to you tonight with a heavy bur
den on my heart for the church. As we seek to be the 
church that belongs to Jesus Christ, I see hindrances 
along our way that impede our progress toward our 
goal of being the church that belongs to Christ. I 
want to be honest with you tonight and discuss some 
issues and problems and challenges we face in our 
fellowship that are not easy or pleasant to discuss. 
But we must. 

There are several things I believe our fellowship 
must do to avoid fracturing, dividing and losing the 
vision of what Christ intended for His people. 

We must pay attention to them if we are to pros
per and grow and truly be Christ's church. 

Things we must do in the church to promote 
growth and avoid disaster. 

Dobbs: /, too, am concerned about the spiritual 
health of the church and her future. We see the storm 
clouds of liberalism and division gathering and 
weep for the people of God. The approaching crisis 
can be averted if we hold firmly to the majesty of 
God and the authority of his Word The Bible is the 
answer! Let us study the Word and cleave to it with 
purpose of heart. It will remove our troubles. 

Money: 1. We must stop being influenced by 
radical voices on either side. 

I often refer to our fellowship as being repre
sented by a 1-to-1 0 scale. The "1" represents the 
ultra-conservative, [sic] legalistic mindset. The "1 0" 
represents the progressive, most liberal mindset. 

Interestingly, I have found that these two ex
tremes are more alike than they are different. Both 
extremes have given up on those of us in the main
stream. 



Sadly, I also have concluded that each radical 
element is so fixed on its own agenda, which usually 
includes rejection of everyone else, that they are 
very difficult to reason with and work with. 

The fact that ACU is condemned by both radical 
elements is probably a compliment to the university 
and a confirmation that it stands in the broad middle 
of our movement to restore New Testament Chris
tianity. 

Yet these vocal minorities can infect the broad 
mainstream in a disproportionate way if we allow 
them. My caution to you is that we not allow this to 
happen. 

Dobbs: Name calling and labeling are not the 
way to peace and unity. To brand brothers as radi
cal, or extremist, or ultraconservative, or legalist, or 
Pharisees without giving specific examples of what 
you mean will serve no useful purpose, except, of 
course, to arouse the demon of prejudice. 

Please tell us exactly what you have in mind and 
precisely who you are talking about when you speak 
of extremists. What human laws do they attempt to 
bind on believers? 

Besides, being radical may not be bad, unless 
you use the term to mean maniac. If you merely 
mean extreme, then, brother, one cannot be too radi-
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cal when it comes to things like murder, rape, lying, 
stealing, and obeying the voice of God. Imagine a 
child of God wanting to be in the broad middle on 
the subject of homosexuality. 

Mainstreamers are often enemies of righteous
ness. Noah was not in the mainstream. Jesus said, 
~~broad is the way that leadeth to destruction" 
(Matt. 7:13). The narrow gate and straitened way 
lead to life (Matt. 7:14). 

Truth is not decided by majority vote. Joshua 
and Caleb were vocal minorities. The prophet 
Jeremiah was solitary, but he was right. 

Brother Money, demagogy does not become you. 
You are better than that! 

ACU has placed itself on the extreme left of the 
religious spectrum. Dear brother Money, you are 
not in the middle. John Shelby Spong, a wild-eyed, 
liberal ~~bishop " in the Episcopalian church, in his 
book, A Bishop Rethinks the Virgin Birth, denies 
Jesus was born of a woman who had never known a 
man. He says Jesus was the product of fornication. 
When Andre Resner, a profossor of religion and the
ology at ACU, makes Spong s arguments about the 
birth of the Son of God, and you defond, excuse, and 
approve him, you are about as far left as it is pos
sible to get. ACU is on the liberal left. ACU has 
ventilated other extreme liberal doctrines to be de
lineated in coming segments of this dialogue. Oh, 
by the way, brother Money, can you name one lib
eral that has criticized ACU? 
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Hell and the High School 
By Steve Gibson 

H
ell is not a "cuss" word; it is a serious Bible 
subject (Matt. 1 0:28; 23 :33). And since we 
are not to swear by heaven, then neither 

should we swear by hell (Matt. 5:34-37). But I do 
not believe that it is amiss to speak soberly about the 
hellish origin of sin (Matt. 23:15). James says, for 
instance, that ''the tongue is a fire, a world of iniq
uity" and that it is "set on fire of hell" (Jas. 3:6). He 
also characterized worldly wisdom as "earthly, sen
sual, devilish" (Jas. 3: 15). It is in the same spirit as 
James that we proceed. 

In 1991, Supreme Court nominee Clarence Tho
mas stated: "My mother says that when they took 
God out of the schools, the schools went to hell. She 
may be right" ("Quote of the Day," Daily Report 
Card of the Americ~n Political Network, Inc., Dec. 
2, 1991 ). While Thomas is open to criticism for pro
faning the word hell, his observation points up the 
"devilish" origin of many of the problems confront
ingAmerica's schools today (Jas. 3:15). Since 1991, 
hundreds of newspapers from the United States and 
Canada have used the word hell to express strong 
feelings about the condition of modern education. 
The following "letter to the editor" is typical: "Who 
cares if we can't teach morality or say prayers in our 
public schools. Throw them a condom. Our public 
school system has gone to hell" (Frederick D. 
Mullen, "Condoms at School," Los Angeles Times, 
Dec. 11, 1991, p. B-6). While we do not condone 
the idle swearing found in secular papers, a number 
of news stories suggest a genuine biblical associa
tion between "high school" and "hell." 

Hellish Violence (lsa. 28: 15) 

N ewspapers compare schools to "hell" because 
of the violence which characterizes them. This 
is not an altogether unbiblical ,sentiment. 

When wicked Israel exposed herself to invasion and 
massacre, Isaiah lamented, "We have made a cov
enant with death, and with hell are we at agreement" 
{lsa. 28:15). 
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The press has used the word hell to describe 
fights and race riots in the schools. A teacher at 
South Boston High School described a riot involv
ing 200 students: "'It was hell,' she said, 'There 
were soldiers on every rooftop. It turned blacks and 
whites against each other"' (New York Times, May 8, 
1993). Another administrator compared an interme
diate school to "hell," saying, "It's overcrowded, 
and there are fights every day" (Bill Reel, "Sacrific
ing to Save Perishable Schools," Newsday, 
Aug. 9, 1992, p. 2). 

More and more, many of these schoolyard con-
frontations involve guns. 

High school today has gone way beyond what 
it was even a decade ago. In many schools, 
metal detectors check students for guns; youths 
lose their lives over fancy jackets; condoms are 
distributed in assemblies. East Bay teacher Jeff 
Colburn, 29, can attest to how far we've come 
from the little red schoolhouse. If our children 
are our future, Colburn says, a high school 
classroom full of the future can be 'scary as 
hell' .... A ninth-grade student of mine, one of 
the nicest in the class, brought a handgun on 
the bus to school one morning. He showed the 
gun to the kid sitting in front of him, pointing 
it directly at him. When the kid asked if the 
gun was loaded, my student reportedly said 
something like, 'Let's find out,' Then he pulled 
the trigger and shot the boy in the face (Jeff 
Colburn, "Beyond the Little Red Schoolhouse: 
One Teacher's Tales of Life in that Strange 
World of High School," The San Francisco 
Chronicle, July 12, 1992, p. 3). 

News stories also show how bullying can pro
duce a hellish environment. A British student named 
Stephen Woodhall hanged himself with a "school 
tie" after "young bullies" put him through "silent 
hell." A school spokesman commented: "We thought 
we had a very clear policy about bullying. But 
clearly that may not have been enough" (Times 
Newspapers Limited, Mar. 9, 1993). Of another case, 
it was reported, "Tonight Ms. Rantzen, who is spear
heading a campaign against bullying, said: 'My 



heart goes out to the family. School is a living hell 
for some children"' ("Bullied Schoolboy Took Over
dose," Press Association Newsfile, May 27, 1992). 
Concerning "bullying at school," yet another parent 
complained: 

We send children off to a prison of adult mak
ing every weekday for a complete school year, 
make them share the playground, lunchroom, 
school bus and classroom with the very person 
who is making their lives hell .... Children 
'trapped' at school with no means of escape 
may develop a prison mentality where might is 
right" ("Home School Gives Child a Safe 
Place, Calgary Herald, July 27, 1992, p. A-5). 

In some schools, however, it is more than unre
strained bullying that has created a prison-like atmo
sphere. The student body of one inner city school 
garnered so many arrests that headlines reported, 
"High School May Get Probation Offices" (Phila
delphia Inquirer, May 4, 1993, p. B-7). Admittedly, 
''we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobe
dient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 
another" (Tit. 3:3). But when schools become such 
war zones that they begin to merge with prisons, 
who can witness the violence and deny that "with 
hell are we at agreement" (Isa. 28:15)? 

Hellish Sex Education (Prov. 7:27) 

A young girl from Jamaica, named Latoya, re
cently published a diary she kept during her 
first year in an American school. 

Teen pregnancy is prevalent. ... in junior high, 
some girls were getting pregnant, Latoya says ... 
During the year, Latoya endures school, wit
nesses a fatal shooting across from her house, 
escapes from a man trying to lure her into his 
car with money, participates in her brother's 
wedding, and gains a nephew when her unwed 
sister has a baby (Laurel Shaper Walters, "Teen 
Tells All About Junior High,'' Christian Science 
Monitor, Sept. 11, 1992, p. 11 ). 

No wonder Latoya concluded, "J.H.S. 80 is like an 
earthly version of hell." 

Promiscuity is more rampant than ever. Time 
magazine recently surveyed American teenagers and 
discovered that 55 percent had had sexual inter
course by the age of sixteen. "Bombarded by mixed 
messages about values, students are more sexually 

active than ever, and more confused," the report con
cluded. Despite our national investment in sex edu
cation, the article lamented that "all it has bought us 
is the highest abortion rate, the highest non-marital 
birth rate, and the highest pregnancy rate in the in
dustrialized world" (Nancy Gibbs, "How Should We 
Teach Our Children About Sex?" Time, May 24, 
1993, pp. 60-66). 

Homosexuality is increasingly prevalent in high 
schools as well (Charles Lewis, "High School Ho
mosexuality," The Ottawa Citizen, Feb. 9, 1992, p. 
A-1 ). A student-government officer at Highline High 
School in Seattle, Washington, who was "openly 
gay," stirred controversy by "his penchant for ear
rings, makeup, and cross-dressing." Endeavoring to 
"accept" his "sexual orientation," the student leader 
said: "It was like one year everybody had their sus
picions and the next year it was the queeri from hell. 
I did everything short of going to school in my skirt 
and heels" (The Seattle Times, May 13, 1993). Sadly, 
there is a great deal of truth in the young man's flip
pant reference to his wardrobe's point of origin 
(Rom. 1:26-27; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; 1 Tim. 1:10). 

Sexual harassment has also reached epidemic 
proportions among young students. A recent study 
by a university women's organization found that 85 
percent of girls and 7 6 percent of boys claimed that 
they had been sexually harassed at school (ABC's 
World News Tonight, June 2, 1993). A seven-month 
probe by the U. S. Department of Education's Office 
for Civil Rights recently identified one school dis-
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trict as a "sexually hostile environment." Altogether 
the probe found that "eight girls were subjected to 
'multiple or severe acts' of harassment, including 
name calling and unwelcome touching." These acts 
occurred not just "on the school bus," but "'in the 
classroom, in the hallways, on the playground,' said 
Rodger Murphey, public affairs officer for the Edu
cation Department in Washington, D.C." (The Plain 
Dealer, Apr. 30, 1993). No wonder one frustrated 
mother said of her daughter's ordeal, "This has been 
hell." But while an earthly ordeal cannot compare 
with eternal hell, the harassment which spawned it 
is certainly "devilish" in its nature (Jas. 3: 15). 

Solomon admonished adolescents to "Keep thee 
from the strange woman," warning that "her house is 
the way to hell" (Prov. 7:5, 27). With the iniquity 
that is being taught and practiced in the name of 
"sex education" these days, many a schoolhouse has 
become a "way to hell" (1 Cor. 6:18; Gal. 5:19-21; 
Rev. 21:8)! 

Hellish Lack of Discipline (Prov. 23: 14) 

T he Jamaican prodigy who described her 
American school as "an earthly version of 
hell" offered more criticism: 
Latoya thinks schools in the United States 
should be more like they are in Jamaica, where 
there is more emphasis on discipline. 'Here it's 
like a playground; it's not strict enough. The 
things they get away with here they could never 
get away with in Jamaica' (Christian Science 
Monitor, Sept. 11, 1992, p. 11). 

The San Francisco teacher who found his work 
"as scary as hell" illustrates: 

I once taught in a room that had an exit facing 
a busy street. I ... discovered that kids liked to 
smoke outside the door before school and at 
lunch. I asked another teacher what I should do 
about it, because the school had a 'strict no 
smoking policy.' She advised me to inform the 
administrators. I did. Within a few days large, 
sand-filled, makeshift ashtrays were placed 
outside that door (Jeff Colbu~ The San Fran
cisco Chronicle, July 12, 1992, p. 3). 

Rude and undisciplined demeanor became such 
a concern at one school that it produced an educa
tional video entitled "The Classroom from Hell." 
The film was a documentary aimed at "getting kids 
to reflect on their behavior." It began by admitting 
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that at schools around the country, teenagers wear 
T-shirts "with sassy sayings on them, slouch or put 
their feet up during classes or engage in put-downs 
in place of more thoughtful conversation." But ''The 
Classroom from Hell" went on to address an unprec
edented tide of just "plain impoliteness" at Pelham 
Memorial High School that threatened the educa
tional process itself (Roberta Hershenson, "Courtesy 
in the Classroom: A Lesson in Respect," The New 
York Times, Mar. 29, 1992). 

In fact, it is admitted on all hands that a break
down in discipline has resulted in a lack of learning 
as well. As "the drug thing" started to "escalate," 
one high school student confessed, "It was like hell 
every day. I couldn't get anything done" (T. J. Simes, 
"The Two Sides of Harry," Los Angeles Times, Oct. 
30, 1992, p. C-1). Anecdotes about appalling igno
rance are legion - Jeff Colburn tells of one senior 
who left high school thinking jazz-trumpeter, Louis 
Armstrong, was the "first man to set foot on the 
moon" (The San Francisco Chronicle, July 12, 1992, 
p. 3). Perhaps educators should reconsider the book 
of Proverbs: 

Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine 
ears to the words of knowledge. Withhold not 
correction from the child: for if thou beatest 
him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt 
beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul 
from hell (Prov. 23:12-14). 

Hellish and Cruel Competition (1 Tim. 6:9) 

P aul said, "But they that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many fool
ish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 

destruction and perdition" (1 Tim. 6:9 KJV). While 
the right kind of competition can be beneficial, the 
apostle warns us against "senseless" and "harmful 
ambitions" (1 Tim. 6:9 NASB). Peer pressure, no 
doubt, lures many teenagers into "hurtful'' desires 
and "foolish" fads. It is easy for high schoolers 
to drown in the unrelenting competition due to 
unrealistic ambitions about the perfect successes 
they ''will be." 

Students live under tremendous pressure. While 
academic competition is fundamental, studies them
selves may sometimes take on exaggerated impor
tance. In Japan, for instance, controversy rages over 
"examination hell," a cruelly demanding system of 



extra evening tests administered to young children 
that has become essential for gaining entrance into 
top Japanese universities (T. R. Reid, "Banzai! To
kyo U. Picks New Elite: 'Examination Hell' Culls 
Most Facile Test-Takers," The Washington Post, Mar. 
10, 1993, p. A-20). In America, the greatest pressure 
is usually reserved for athletic competitors. "I went 
to a high school where you were expected to win, 
not just by the school but the community. If you 
didn't go undefeated, there was hell to be paid" (Ray 
Richardson, "Question-and-Answer Session with 
New Vikings Coach," Aug. 9, 1992, The Houston 
Chronicle, p. 3). 

M oreover, news items reveal that many schools 
have become a veritable jungle of popularity 
seeking. 

'Elementary schools work pretty well in 
Canada but education goes to hell in high 
school,' Wright says. 'They get mugged by 
their jeans' as one writer said. Social develop
ment and popularity become more important to 
kids than intellectual development and we're 
more tolerant than other societies in letting 
these values take over. The schools cannot re
sist it (The Financial Post, Apr. 23, 1992). 

Similarly, Latoya, the Jamaican newcomer, said of 
this country, "American students are more interested 
in material things than in learning" (Christian Sci
ence Monitor, Sept. 11, 1992, p. 11 ). 

Such exaggerated competition only reflects 
today's impoverished values. Well-known family 
counselor, James Dobson, has identified four 
pseudo-values that drive American culture: money, 
beauty, athleticism, and intelligence. But while 
Americans treat money as the ultimate value, God 
warns that "the love of money is the root of all kinds 
of evil" (1 Tim. 6:1 0); while Americans value 
athleticism, God reminds us that "bodily exercise 
profiteth little" (1 Tim. 4:8); while Americans value 
intelligence, God promises to "bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent" ( 1 Cor. 1: 19); and 
while Americans place great value on physical at
tractiveness, God declares that "favor is deceitful, 
and beauty is vain" (Prov. 31 :30). Nowhere, how
ever, do these misguided values, especially the lat
ter, begat more "foolish and hurtful" ambitions than 
in today's American youth culture (1 Tim. 6:9). 

Many young people are drowning in perdition 

due to an obsession with physical appearance. A 15-
year-old girl submitted an essay to Jeff Colburn stat
ing that her only goal in life was to lose weight (The 
San Francisco Chronicle, July 12, 1992, p. 3). An
other article on high school obesity provoked this 
reaction: 

It brought back painful memories. Like Brandi, 
I had my 'girl with 10 million boyfriends,' who 
made going to school a living hell for me with 
the constant teasing and nasty denigration. I 
wasn't overweight - my stigma was freckles 
("Bringing Back Painful Memories," The 
Washington Post, Mar. 20, 1993, p. A-22). 

And then there is this advice from the secular 
press: 

Relax, junior high grads. Come September, 
high school might seem like hell- but it's a 
hell that can be made tolerable. 'I'm trying not 
to remember Grade 10,' says Kim Schott, 15, 
who is about to enter her second year at Bishop 
Grandin High School. 'I was on crutches for 
the first few months (after she broke a leg ski
ing), and I got tired of being called 'gimp' 
(Todd Kimberley, "High School Can Become a 
Tolerable Hell," Calgary Herald, Aug. 23, 
1992, p. E-3). 

Perhaps the greatest indictment of America's 
superficial values lies in the proliferation of plastic 
surgery among school-age girls and boys. "Cosmetic 
surgery in the name of vanity is a new trend for guys 
and most would be pretty upset if word got out," 
reports the Chicago Tribune. The number of teens 
seeking "rhinoplasty (plastic surgery of the nose) 
has doubled in the last 12 months." Amazingly, one 
surgeon reports that "most of the teens arrive armed 
with photos of models from teen magazines saying: 
'My nose is horrible. I can't take it any more. 
They're giving me hell at school. Here. Here's who 
I want to look like'" (Mary Beth Sammons, "Where 
the Boys Are," Chicago Tribune, Apr. 28, 1993)~ 
Brothers and sisters, such obsessive overemphasis 
on physical appearance is not only "sensual," it is 
"devilish" (Jas. 3: 15). 

And if rhinoplasty doesn't say enough about 
current attitudes, then consider this remarkable epi
sode from California: 

Once I had a relatively slow student who 
thought of himself as the smartest kid in the 
school. One day I gave him a behavioral refer-
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ra1 because he was making derogatory remarks 
to a Hispanic kid who had noticeably crooked 
teeth. Because of the referral he was suspended 
from my class for one day. When he returned, 
he waited for the release bell to ring, then ap
proached me at my desk. 'Why did you make 
such a big deal out of it?' he wanted to know. 
I explained that derogatory remarks had no 
place in the classroom. 'How would you like it 
if someone made fun of you?' I asked. And 
then he whispered to me as if in confidence, 
'It's not like he's a human being or anything' 
(Jeff Colburn, The San Francisco Chronicle, 
July 12, 1992, p. 3, emphasis added). 

Hellish Doctrine About the Origin 
and Nature of Man (Jas. 3:9) 

I 
t is hard to believe that one student would say of 
another, "It's not like he's a human being or any
thing." But, then again, as a sophomore in high 

school, I myself was commended to the following 
instruction about the nature of man: 
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Before Darwin, man was set apart from the rest 
of the animal kingdom by virtue of his having 
a soul. The evolutionary doctrine made man a 
part of nature, an animal among other animals. 
The acceptance of this radical view meant that 
the study of man could proceed along natural
istic lines. Man became an object of scientific 
study, no different, save in complexity, from 
other forms of life (Calvin S. Hall, A Primer of 
Freudian Psychology [New York: World Pub. 
Co., 1954], p. 3). 

Could it be that our teachers are at fault for under
mining human relations? When a student is taught 
that "man" is simply "an animal among other ani
mals," it should not surprise us that he would fail to 
treat a classmate like "a human being." 

In fact, the title "Hell and the High School" de
rives from a 70-year-old tract which addressed the 
educational quandary of a previous era. In 1923, no 
one used the word hell to describe sex and violence 
and anarchy in the schools, for there was none. But 
Thomas T. Martin used the term to call attention to 
a new teaching "being drilled into our boys and girls 
in our high schools during the most susceptible, 
dangerous age of their lives," a teaching which he 
predicted would cause vast numbers to be "poisoned 
and eternally damned." Two years before the 
"Scopes Monkey Trial" assured Darwinism a perma
nent roost in public education, Martin urged parents 
and teachers not to let it happen. As Field Secretary 
of the Anti-Evolution League of America, he penned 
a tract entitled Hell and the High Schools: Christ or 
Evolution, Which? (Kansas City: Western Baptist 
Pub. Co., 1923). 

Seven decades later, we are still reeling from the 
choice "which" was made. 

Beyond the hellish disorder, the hellish compe
tition, the hellish promiscuity, and the hellish vio
lence, the fundamental crisis in public education 
remains its hellish philosophy about the origin and 
nature of man! Bullying and killing occur daily in 
the jungle and "sexual harassment" is seen daily at 
the zoo. The theory of evolution has simply brought 
them into the academy. What current news reports 
show, more than anything else, is that students are 
behaving like "an animal among other animals." 

Evolution is a hellish doctrine that undermines 
society's efforts to remove hellish behavior from our 



schools. It is fine to ponder "What is the meaning of 
civility, responsibility and respect, and how do these 
quaint-sounding concepts apply to school life to
day?" (The New York Times, Mar. 29, 1992). But 
"civility" will never come to a classroom where stu
dents are taught they came from a forest. It is well 
and good to note that "social development and 
popularity become more iqtportant to kids than in
tellectual development and we're more tolerant than 
other societies in letting these values take over" (The 
Financial Post, Apr. 23, 1992). But it is hard to dis
suade a young "party-animal" who seriously be
lieves he is merely "an animal among other animals" 
(1 Cor. 15:32). It is essential to decry the fact that 
our schools have become a "sexually hostile envi
ronment" where "students are more sexually active 
than ever" (The Plain Dealer, Apr. 30, 1993; Time, 
May 24, 1993 ). But do we expect anything less from 
"natural brute beasts" (2 Pet. 2: 12)? 

One student may say of another, "It's not like 
he's a human being or anything." But the Bible af
fmns the divine "image" in man and warns us not to 
"curse" those who are "made after the similitude of 
God" (Gen. 9:6; Jas. 3:9). A tongue that does so is 
said to be "set on fire of hell" (Jas. 3:6). Perhaps it 
is no coincidence that our teachers, students, rulers, 
and reporters constantly associate schools with the 
word "hell." For our schools, as they currently exist, 

are the great outworking of a hellish doctrine about 
the origin and nature of man. 

Conclusion 

T homas Martin spoke against "Hell and the 
High Schools" 68 years before Clarence 
Thomas admitted "the schools went to hell." 

Psalms outlines the decline of America: 
The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they 
made: in the net which they hid is their own 
foot taken. The Lord is known by the judgment 
which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the 
work of his own hands. The wicked shall be 
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget 
God (Psa. 9:15-17). 

But Martin pinpoints the root cause why: 
Every honest man knows that accepting evolu
tion means giving up the inspiration of Gen
esis; and if the inspiration of Genesis is given 
up, the testimony of Jesus to the inspiration of 
the scriptures goes with it; and if his testimony 
to the scriptures is given up, his deity goes 
with it, and with that goes his being a real Re
deemer and we are left without a Savior and in 
the darkness of _our sins. 

Mom and dad, if you have a precious daughter 
or son in a typical American high school, don't send 
them without a Savior to its hellish and sin-darkened 
halls. 1725 Lexington St. 

Taylor, TX 76574 
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9th Annual Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship 
October 7-10, 1993 

Great Issues Facing the Church 

1:00 p.m ....... Th8 Church In Transition (A Review 
and Expo!MS .............................................................. Wayne Coati 

2:00 p.m ....... Can We Understand the Bible Alike? .................... Russell Kline 
2:00 p.m ....... Ladies Class ............................................................. Martha Bentley 

Thursday, October 7 
7:00 p.m ....... Denominational Doctrines Affecting the Church .. Joe Gilmore 
8:00 p.m ....... The New Testament Is Our Pattern ....................... Raymond Hagood 

Friday, October 8 
9:00 a.m ....... Respecting the Silence of the Scriptures .............. Joe Gilmore 

10:00 a.m ....... Tha Threat of Immorality to the Church ................ Ray Beadnell 7:00 p.m ....... The Second Incarnation - 1 .................................. Curtis Cates 

. 11:00 a.m ....... Are We Saved by God's Grace Alone? ................. Garland Elklna 8:00 p.m ....... Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage ...................... Thomas Eaves 
Sunday, October 10 

9:00 a.m ....... Keeping the Church Pure ....................................... Thomas Eaves 
10:00 a.m ....... The Second Incarnation - 2 .................................. Curtla Cates 
11:00 a.m ....... Digression Update, '93 ............................................ Wayne Coati 
2:00 p.m ....... The New Hermeneutic ............................................. Thomas Eaves 
2:00 p.m ....... Ladies Class ............................................................. Lucy Hagood 

1 :30 p.m ....... Saving Our Children In the Midst of Apostasy ..... Fred Davia 
2:30 p.m ....... Dangers of the Modem Versions ........................... Robert Taylor 
7:00 p.m ....... Remaining Faithful In the Midst of Digression ..... Garland Elklna 
8:00 p.m ....... Speaking the Truth In Love .................................... Robert Taylor 

Saturday, October 9 
9:00 a.m ....... Militantly Standing for the Truth ............................. Jay Yeager 

3:00 p.m ....... The Bible Only Makes Christians Only 
and the Only Christians ................................... '"--· Will Montgomery 

10:00 a.m ....... Are We Under Any Law? ........................................ Garland Elkins 
11:00 a.m ....... Unity Based upon Authority .................................... Robert Taylor 

Lovers Lane Church of Christ 
560 Lovers Lane • Steubenville, OH 43952 • (614) 264-6218 
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Potpourri. ••••••.•••• 

Kind words of appreciation are like music to 
our ears. Each month many of you take time 
to send a word of encouragement to the battle 

weary soldiers on the front lines. Each month the 
number of subscribers to the Firm Foundation con
tinues to go up. We need that! Please take it on your
self to help us attract new readers. We are in the 
midst of a bloodless but brutal conflict, and we need 
all the help we can get. The more readers we have, 
the greater influence for good the paper can exert. 
Help! Help! Here are a few remarks that cheer us on 
our way: "Thanks for a great paper! You will never 
know the great encouragement that the Firm Foun
dation has been to preachers in Chicagoland. My 
constant prayer is that you will continue to stand for 
sound doctrine and will never compromise the truth. 
... I am writing about the monthly bundle. We would 
like to cancel this bulk, monthly shipment (Robert 
V. Brady of Harding Graduate School of Religion). 
... We look forward each month to receiving our 
copy of the Firm Foundation. . .. Continued success 
to the Firm Foundation. I believe God is pleased 
with your work .... Wish you knew just how much 
the Firm Foundation means to us .... We need more 
good people like you to speak out for Christ and the 
church .... You are right on the money (is that a pun 
or what?) .... My prayers are with you .... We com-
mend your good work in the kingdom .... [We] con-
tinue to enjoy your articles in the Firm Foundation. 
You are very astute, and you articulate clearly .... We 
read the Firm Foundation from cover-to-cover .... We 
love the Firm Foundation and those who are respon
sible for its production. Each issue is read with in
terest (especially "Potpourri") .... Please renew my 
subscription. I enjoy the paper very much. Tell 
brother Dobbs to keep putting the grease where the 
squeak is .... My highest commendatio11 to the Firm 
Foundation . ... Lunch is on me anytime you come to 
north Dallas." We could go on and on because our 
mailbag runneth over, but this gives the flavor. 
Thank you, and may God bless and keep you. Keep 
those subscriptions coming! 
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Announcements 
0 Greg Weston of Ashland, Oregon, has started 

a Bible Chair/Campus Ministry at Southern Oregon 
State College. They are in need of good books to 
start a library to obtain accreditation from the state 
of Oregon. Greg and his family are doing a good 
work and need our endorsement. 

H. Clinton 
0 Phyllis Schlafly in her monthly report in-

forms us: 
In her Texas speech, Hillary [Clinton] admitted 
that she's having a hard time .imding any mean
ing to life, government, or their relationship. 
She said, 'We lack at some core level, meaning 
in our individual lives and meaning collec
tively. We are in a crisis of meaning. What do 
our lives in today's world mean? ... What does 
it mean in today's world to pursue not only vo
cations, to be a part of institutions, but to be 
human?' She admits she finds it difficult 'to 
redefine who we are as human beings in this 
post-modem age.' The New York Times called 
her speech 'at times slightly incoherent.' 

Well, maybe she ought to read the Bible. It has 
answers! 

Imprimis 

0 The monthly newsletter of Hillsdale College 
gives the "six miracles of socialism": 

• There is no unemployment, but no one 
works. 

• No one works, but everyone gets paid. 
• Everyone gets paid, but there is nothing to 

buy. 
• No one can buy anything, but everyone 

owns everything. 
• Everyone owns everything, but no one is 

satisfied. 
• No one is satisfied, but 99 percent of the 

people voted for the system. 
Evolutionism 

0 The American Spectator reports this stagger
ing revelation: 

From historic Newberry, Michigan, comes evi-



dence in support of the Big Bang theory of cre
ation. On July 12, an abandoned ranger head
quarters at Tahquamenon Falls State Park blew 
sky-high, sending debris a hundred feet into 
the atmosphere and alarming campers fourteen 
miles away. The explosion now has been traced 
to bat manure that for decades had been gener
ating methane gas until in mid-July it became 
highly volatile and - kaboom! Scientists be
lieve that a similar cataclysm eight million 
years ago gave us the beginnings of the uni
verse, though even scientists cannot account 
for those early bats, and for those of a religious 
disposition a world created by bat dung is too 
depressing to contemplate. 

The same source reports that "Mr. Kenneth D. 
Moreson, 36, stole three quarts of motor oil from a 
service station and poured the liquid over his person 
to 'ward off evil spirits."' 

He must have heard some one, who does not 
know the difference between physical and spiritual 
sickness, preaching on James 5:14. Howbeit! 
Russian Presswatch 

0 The American Spectator also records: 
Moscow News writes about an interesting 
group calling itself the White Brotherhood, 
which mixes elements of traditional Russian 
Orthodoxy, apocalyptic Christianity, Krishna 
worship, and yoga. The theory is that in prepa
ration for Judgment Day, a new messiah has 
descended on earth in the company of a 'white 
brotherhood' of 144,000 saints who live among 
men and women, sometimes not even knowing 
they are saints. The messiah is female - her 
full title is Mother of the World Mary Devi 
Christ, Messiah and Savior- and it seems that 
until the collapse of Communism, she herself 
either did not know of her divine nature or kept 
it carefully closeted, in her capacity as 
Komsomol functionary Marina Tsvigun. 
Mother Mary Devi, a beauty in her early thir
ties, founded the group in the summer of 1990 
in Kiev together with her husband, John the 
Swami/Elijah the Prophet, or, in his secular 
incarnation, Yuri Krivonosov, holder of a 
graduate degree in the technical sciences. Who 
says Russians lack the initiative to carve out 
new careers in the dog-eat-dog world of the 
market? According to the White Brothers, the 
world will end on November 24; all the con
verted are to sever their worldly ties and go out 
to urge others to repent, since on Judgment 
Day all those who have not repented and be
lieved in Mary Devi will be destroyed. 

Darryl Tippens 

0 Just as weird, maybe even weirder, is Darryl 
Tippens, professor of English literature at Abilene 
Christian University. In the current issue of 
Upreach, a Herald of Truth publication, edited and 
promoted by Randy Becton, brother Tippens makes 
the bizarre statement: 

Our teens need to know the Lord Jesus Christ 
in a personal way. In short, they need a genu
ine conversion experience. This is not enough, 
of course. They also need the content of faith 
found in the Bible, but the content of 
Scripture without a significant encounter with 
God seldom lasts. 

Tippens is saying that the Bible without a per
sonal confrontation with God is insufficient. Paul 
tells the Bible is all sufficient and alone sufficient (2 
Tim. 3: 16-17). I vote with Paul. 

Handling Opponents 

0 Rich Waring received his law degree at Har
vard and writes about how political correctness is 
enforced at Harvard. He wrote in the Harvard Law 
Record, "Class and campus life quickly became a 
never-ending game of conforming one's thoughts 
and actions to what was deemed proper by a self
appointed police force of students and professors. 
People who did not conform were hissed down, os
tracized, and declared guilty of some 'ism.'" 

Attorney Waring went on to explain that this at
titude "did not do much for the level of debate and 
dialogue on campus .... I was crushed. Where, I 
thought, was the spirited debate? Where was the in
tellectual rigor? Reasoned arguments had been dis
placed by sloganeering." 

Waring explains how dissenters are treated. The 
dictum is: "If you disagree with someone about 
something important, don't bother to listen to them. 
Don't bother to try to debate them. Simply declare 
yourself on the side of justice, denounce your oppo
nents as morally evil, and refuse to listen to anything 
they have to say .... What has bothered me for the last 
three years is the presumption which permeates Har
vard Law that anyone who disagrees with fashion
able intellectual liberalism is simply not to be toler
ated. At best, such people are to be dismissed as 
fools. At worst, they are to be considered evil, andre
strained from speaking by intimidation and ridicule." 
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That's how it is at Harvard, according to Rich 
Waring. That is also how it is at most universities 
that declare themselves to be Christian. They won't 
listen. They won't debate. They merely brand the 
opposition as radical and unworthy of consideration. 
Over the long haul, it won't work at Harvard - or 
any place else. The common man is too intelligent to 
be snubbed by eggheads for long. 

0 Ad hominem, according to the dictionary, is 
"appealing to one's prejudices rather than to reason, 
as by attacking one's opponent rather than debating 
the issue." 
Ginsburg 

0 David Savage, the Los Angeles Tzmes liberal 
Supreme Court reporter summed up the testimony 
of Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg: 

She told senators that she takes an expansive 
view of constitutional rights, believes that the 
right to abortion is essential to woman's equal
ity, deplored discrimination against homosexu
als, promised to enforce the spirit of strict civil 
rights laws, and supported open-ended pro
grams of affirmative action for minorities. 

Sodomites 
fJ St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church announced 

Sunday that it would withhold its $300,000-a-year 

funding to a regional synod - one of eight in the 
country- until the synod drops its support of a gay 
and lesbian advocacy group called Lazarus Project. 
"We cannot endorse homosexual and lesbian prac
tices as a God-ordained lifestyle," said John A. 
Huffman, senior pastor of St. Andrew's (Associated 
Press, Apr. 20,. 1993). 

0 President Clinton conferred with Representa
tive Gerry Studds and Barney Franks (Congress' 
only avowed homosexuals), before announcing 
his gays-in-the-military plan. Representative 
Robert Dornan told reporters he was amazed 
that Clinton chose those two lawmakers with whom 
to confer, "ignoring the rest of us." Dornan 
explained, "Gerry Studds committed statutory rape 
on a child in this House who was 16 or 17 years 
of age." Dornan was referring to an incident in 1983 
in which Studds had sex with a male page. "The 
reason Barney Frank wanted to come out of 
the closet was because [male prostitute] Steve 
Gobie who was blackmailing him, was about to go 
public. He fixed 33 of Gobie's [parking] tickets. 
[Gobie] had a full-service prostitution ring run out 
of [Frank's] apartment" (Source: Human Events, 
July 31, 1993). 

Misunderstanding Money? 
By Dub McClish 

Q oyce Money, president of Abilene Christian 
University, delivered a speech at the annual 
ACU Lectureship, February 21, 1993. The 

ACU alumni were mailed a transcript of the speech, 
although I never received one from ACU (BA, 
1959). It dismays me and disgusts my heart for the 
head of the largest school among Christians to con
fess his agenda of error and liberalism. 

Reviewers expressed concern about several 
points made by brother Money. These well-docu
mented articles stated reservations about the explicit 
and implicit content of the speech. When brethren 
take issue with such material, the author often cries, 
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"You misunderstood me!" Have we misunderstood 
brother Money? 

The reaction of brother Leroy Garrett will help 
answer this question. Brother Garrett publishes "an 
occasional newsletter." The front page of the June 
issue was taken up with his article entitled "Good 
News (Mostly) From Abilene." 

For those too young to know, or who have been 
living under a rock for the past 40 years, I give a bit 
of background on brother Garrett. In his younger 
years he was a champion of various "anti" positions, 
including Bible/Christian colleges and located 
preachers. He published a paper, Bible Talk, to ad-



vance his hobbies and debate these issues. (In my 
freshman year at Freed-Hardeman College he made 
himself so obnoxious on the campus during the an
nual lectureship that he spent a night in the local 
jail). He was a soul-mate to W. Carl Ketcherside, 
who also started out anti-almost-everything and 
ended up an astute liberal. 

During the 1960s, both of these men swung to 
the opposite extreme and began to champion "unity 
in diversity" or, as they sometimes styled it, "fellow
ship without endorsement." Brother Garrett started 
The Restoration Review (RR) to advance his new 
"fellowship everybody" convictions. 

Among other things, he believed that "the Bible 
does not teach baptism is essential to salvation" (RR, 
May, '82). A perusal of any issue of his now defunct 
journal will find him championing liberal positions, 
depicting the church as a denomination, referring to 
various denominationalists as "Christians," and 
commending and/or publishing fellow heretics. He 
has been on the cutting edge of malignant liberalism 
since his doctrinal swing of 30 years ago. 

Now, to brother Garrett's review- he consid
ered the Royce Money speech good news. It is also 
apparent that if we who reacted negatively misunder
stood the speech, brother Garrett's positive reaction 
to it signals that he also misunderstood it! The 
speech in question has been widely circulated and 
reviewed, so I need not quote from it. However, I 
will refer to the things in the speech which caused 
brother Garrett to jump for joy. 

Garrett saw the speech as a signal that "mean
ingful change ... might be in the offing." By this I 
suppose he means a change from faithfully indoctri
nating students in the pure Gospel of Christ, which 
was the aim of ACU's founders. Garrett praised 
Money for realizing that "unity does not mean uni
formity of belief." He also liked Money's statement 
that "our enemy is Satan, not each other." He quoted 
with approval the Money dictum: "We must realize 
the powerful dynamics of change." 

As Garrett's title indicates, he did not agree with 
all of Money's speech. He disagreed with the char
acterization of a cappella singing and male-led wor
ship as essential beliefs. These were "flies in the 
ointment" to brother Garrett. These are "two areas 
where change is most crucial." 

Garrett's full statement on these two points re-
veals his thinking clearly: 

For us to go on implying that a cappella sing
ing is essential, as if mandated by Scripture, 
rather than our tradition or opinion, is counter
productive to meaningful change. And to con
tinue our male-dominated worship services is 
to bury us in the past. Either perpetuates our 
failure to come to terms with Holy Scripture 
for the 21st century church. 

Brother Garrett then opined that if brother 
Money would only listen to some of his own profes
sors he would know better! Case in point - Garrett 
quoted from a recent address to the faculty by an 
unnamed professor who insisted that in these ''times 
of change" instrumental music cannot be an issue. 
He then said, "It never should have been an issue." 

Brother Money might also learn from Carroll 
Osborn on the ACU Bible faculty (the anonymous 
professor quoted above). He advocated the leader
ship role of women in worship (along with Pentecos
tal tongue-speaking) in the 1992 ACU lectures. 

Jack Boyd, a member of the ACU music faculty, 
introduced the use of women in leadership roles in 
worship, along with choirs and Christmas, Thanks
giving, and Easter services in the Minter Lane 
Church of Christ in which he is an elder and where 
Tony Ash is the preacher. 

Garrett tells us that the Money speech was 
brought to his attention in the following way: "At 
our church several [ACU alumni] brought me their 
copy in case I had not seen it." "Our church" (sec
tarian terminology) refers to the Singing Oaks 
Church of Christ in Denton, Texas, long in the fore
front of liberalism. 

After stating his slight objections to the Money 
speech, brother Garrett concluded: "But still I join 
my friends in giving the ACU president high marks 
for most of what he did say, things his predecessors 
could not and would not have said." 

Please consider the following observations: 
1. Brother Garrett understood the Money speech 

just as several concerned brethren did. The differ
ence is, we are greatly concerned at the implications 
of additional, accelerated, harmful changes at ACU 
it portends; brother Garrett is greatly concerned that 
these changes are not coming fast enough! 
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2. Brother Garrett correctly understood the 
Money speech was a departure from the direction of 
those who preceded him. I would draw the line on 
the Money predecessors about whom this would be 
true at the administration of the venerable Don H. 
Morris. The perceptible drift began with his succes
sors, John Stevens and Bill Teague - Money's im
mediate predecessors. Stevens allowed perilous doc
trinal drift. Teague defended a professor who taught 
evolution as a fact and the Creation account in Gen
esis as a myth. This created a climate that encour
aged every unorthodox position. 

3. Brother Garrett is not blind to the fact that 
there are professors in the ACU Bible department 
who have announced that they hold convictions that 
contradict two of the "essential beliefs" brother 
Money enunciated in his speech: a cappella singing 
and ''worship led by Christian men." I would like to 
hear brother Money explain just how essential these 
"essential beliefs" are! 

Ian Fair, head of the ACU Bible faculty, made a 
lame response to the Osborn speech (which advo
cated Pentecostalism and the leadership role of 
women in worship). He also indicated he was not 
going to do anything about it. What about the un
named professor [Carroll Osburn] quoted by brother 
Garrett who believes instrumental music in worship 
should never have been an issue? Are these essential 
enough for brother Money to release them from their 
duties and let them find employment in sectarian 
schools? Or will he allow them to remain at ACU 
and hasten its plunge into full-blown sectarianism? 
I know the answer! 

Brother Money said everyone on the ACU fac
ulty believes in the virgin birth of Christ (a response 
to the outcry against Andre Resner's blasphemous 
"Christmas at Matthew's House" article in Wine
skins). If his reassurance is to be believed, someone 
did a spectacular job converting brother Resner. 

4. If I were brother Money, I would be greatly 
concerned and embarrassed over a commendation 
from Leroy Garrett. Without intending any disre
spect, I would count a commendation from brother 
Garrett on any·doctrinal stance a sure indication that 
I had gone astray. 

5. Brother Garrett observed that brother Money 
has "stolen some of his thunder" in announcing his 
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"unity in diversity" and "dynamics of change" 
agenda for ACU and the church. However, this has 
been the practice at ACU for the last three adminis
trations. 

All sorts of strange doctrinal sounds have come 
from various ACU faculty members over the past 
several years. Furthermore, a platform has been pro
vided for blatant false te~chers. 

The enunciation of the ''unity in diversity" pro
gram is just a vocalization of what has been going 
on at ACU for a long time. Now it is to the point 
where brother Money's dictum may be in danger of 
self-destruction. There is not much attention given to 
diversity by those who plan the ACU lectureships 
and workshops! They are loaded with liberals of the 
rankest stripe. They invite a token "conservative" or 
two now and then, but it is just that - a token. 

I charge brother Money and his liberal cohorts 
with practicing unity based on conformity (with lib
eralism)- the thing he once declared he tried and 
that would not work! 

6. I understand why brother Money surrounds 
himself with brethren of a liberal mindset on his 
faculty and in the school's special programs. He is a 
liberal. He thinks the left-hand bar ditch is the 
middle of the road! 

I wish brother Money would quit pretending to 
be conservative. It is sheer hypocrisy to feign a con
servative stance while defending and coddling liber
als on his faculty and constantly giving other liber
als a platform and ready endorsement. 

One thing is sure, we old, moss-backed, negative 
soreheads who took umbrage at the Money speech 
understood exactly what he was saying! 

908 Imperial Dr. 
Denton, TX 76201 
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"Are You Looking for a Church?" 
by Raymond T. Exum 

• A tract proven effective in converting people. 
• Based on the Scriptures. 
• Grammatically correct and neatly printed. 
• Excellent for visitors and newcomers. 
Send long SASE for free sample copy. 

EXUMPRESS 
P.O. Box 973 Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0973 



Worth Repeating 
Compiled by Paul Sain 

My Rules for Life 
1. I try to say nothing behind a man's back that 

would give me embarrassment to say to his face. 
2. I try not to speak back to personal critics

friends do not need to hear the defense and enemies 
would not believe it. 

3. Every day I try to greet every person I see 
with a smile and make a special effort to do so if the 
person is poor or in unfortunate circumstances. 

4. The first thing when I wake each morning I 
plan my day and then try to go beyond my plans. 

5. Every day I read from the Bible and from 
some other good books - feeding the mind and 
soul is more important than feeding the body. 

6. I try to pay every debt I owe on time and al
ways to save something from every pay check, how
ever small. 

7. I like people and never harbor any malice or 
hatred toward any person in the world. I like places 
and have yet to be anywhere that I do not like. I go 
with the intention of liking the place. 

8. I am a confirmed optimist, believing that 
even in this life evil men will be punished by their 
own unhappiness and good men will be rewarded. 

9. I try to close each day as if it were the last 
day I would be on earth, closing the books on all re
grets, worries, and annoyances. 

10. The last thing I do at night is to count one by 
one the blessings of the day. This makes me so 

-Sentence Sermons -
The smallest deed is better than the 

grandest intention. 

Measure the strength of a man by what it 
takes to discourage him. 

Send material to be considered for "Worth Repeating" to 
Paul Salo • 544 E. Madison • Pulaski, TN 38478-3411 

thankful and happy that I soon drift into pleasant 
sleep. In this spirit I hope to close life's journey and 
drift into eternity. 

George W. DeHoff (written in 1944) 
via Greenville, KY Messenger (7/93) 

Think About Abortion! 
A mother stepped into the doctor's office carry

ing a bright and beautiful baby, only a year old. She 
told her family physician, "I want you to help me 
out of trouble. My baby is only one year old and I 
have conceived again, and I do not want to have 
children so close together." 

"What do you expect me to do?" asked the 
physician. 

"Oh, anything to get rid of it for me," she said. 
After thinking seriously for a moment, the doc

tor said, " I think I can suggest a better method of 
helping you out. If you object to having two children 
so near· together, the best way would be to kill the 
one in you lap and let the other one live. It is easy 
to get rid of the one on you lap, and it makes no 
difference to me which one I kill for you. Besides, 
it might be dangerous for you if I undertook to kill 
the younger one." 

As the doctor finished speaking, he reached for 
a knife and continued by asking the mother to 
lay the baby out of her lap and turn her head the 
other way. 

The woman almost fainted as she jumped from 
her chair and uttered one word, "Murderer!" 

A few words of explanation from the doctor 
soon convinced her that his offer to commit murder 
was no worse than her request for the destruction 
of the unborn child. In either case it would be mur
der. The only difference would be the age of 
the victim. Samuel Voisard 

East Corinth, MS bulletin 

FF 
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Cotham~ Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

M ore than 600 years before 
the establishment of Christ's 
kingdom, in the days of the 

Babylon captivity of the Jews, 
Nebuchadnezzer, king of Babylon, 
had a prophetic dream. Daniel ex
plained this dream to the king. The 

dream represented four universal empires: the 
Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, the Grecian, and the 
Roman (Dan. 2). 

These were represented in Nebuchadnezzer's 
dream by gold, silver, brass, and iron mixed with 
miry clay. Though not spoken of by name, they are 
clearly described. Anyone conversant with the Bible 
and profane history has no trouble in identifying 
them. 

The kingdom that the God of heaven was to set 
up in the days of the fourth kingdom (Roman Em
pire) would stand forever. There would never be an
other universal empire founded by mortal man upon 
the earth. 

And in the days of those kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed, and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
forever (Dan. 2:44). 

The Roman Empire fell many centuries ago. 
Generations have come and gone since that day, but 
no other universal empire has risen to take its place, 
although ambitious men have tried it. 

Near the close of our Lord's personal ministry, 
he came into the area of northern Palestine. He 
asked his disciples, "Who do men say that I am?" 
After receiving various answers, he then asked them 
personally, "But who say ye that I am?" Simon Pe
ter answered, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God" (Matt. 16:13-16). 

And Jesus answered and sa id unto him 
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jonah: for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my father which is in heaven. And I say also 
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unto thee, That thou a rt Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates 
of Hades, shall no t prevail against it 
(Matt. 16:17-1 8). 

Ekklesia is the Greek word translated "church" 
in the New Testament, but it never refers to a mate
rial building. An ekklesia was an assembly called 
together, a gathering of people. The Lord 's church 
is the "called-out" people, the people of God (1 Pet. 
2: 10), called by the Gospel (2 Thess. 2:14). When 
saved, we become part of his called-out people -
members of his church. 

Jesus built one church. It is spoken of as the 
kingdom of God (Col. 1: 13-14; He b. 12:28; Matt. 
16: 19), the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:20, 27; Eph. 
1 :22-23), the bride of Christ (Eph. 5:23-26), the 
family of God (Rom. 8:16-!7; I Tim. 3:15). 

The church belongs to Christ; he purchased it 
with his blood (Acts 20:28). After the church was 
established on the day of Pentecost, we read that the 
"Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved" (Acts 2:47). The Lord added all the saved to 
the church, and none but the saved. The church of 
Christ is the saved. Jesus gave a pattern for his 
church as revealed in the New Testament, and we 
should follow it (2 Tim. 1: 13; 1 Pet. 4:11; 1 John 9). 

Christians strive to restore New Testament Chris
tianity. 

The Word of God is the seed of the kingdom 
(Luke 8:11 ). If the same seed is planted in this cen
tury as was planted in the first century, it will pro
duce the same results now that it produced then. We 
can have in any community or nation in any age, the 
one true church of our Lord Jesus Christ. If all 
people ~each and practice only what is authorized by 
the Scnptures, and nothing else, there would be no 
denominations. The Gospel, when believed and 
opeyed in the first century, produced Christians. It 
will do the same today. 1814 Santa Cruz 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
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TRAVELING? 
VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 110876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

ORLANDO-PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
21 Lancaster Road. Jimmie B. Hill, evangelist 855-
5651 or 855-1326. -----
ORLANDO-WINTER PARK-SOUTH SEM-
INOLE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 5410 Lake Howell 
Rd., Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30P.M. Brad 
Poe, minister. (407) 651-0651. 

SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M .• 6 
P.M. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. (901) 
363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (90 1) 366-0617. 

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off l-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974,643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 
DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 

FAIRBANKS, serving FT. WAINWRIGHT and the ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, CHRIST, 312 Pearl St, 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur. 30032 (404) 299-1475. 9. 10 A.M .• 6 P.M .• Wed. 7:30P.M. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. Sun. 9. 9:50A.M .• 6 P.M. (1.1 miles inside 1-285) HOUSTON-FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF 

ALASKA GEORGIA 

CALIFORNIA BYRON-3 mi. from exit46 offl-75. S onHwy49 CHRIST.I5935 KatyFrwy, 77094. (713)429-1219. 
(I mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper Sun. 9. 10 AM., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M, Tom 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Call Bright, evangelist PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 

791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 210 FwyN on Altadena Dr. 

SAN BERNARDINO-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 
P.M., Wed. 7P.M.caU883-5022orMarvinMorrow, 
minister, 883-5232. 

TWEN1YNINEPALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619)367-9400. Wewillcontactlovedonesorfiiends. 
Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Robert R. 
Stephenson, preac_he_;r. ___ _ 

C central 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

(912) 956-3719, 956-3980. -----
HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 

INDIANA 
1245 Karla St, 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
AM., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Bill Clayton, Eddie 

EVANSVILLE-WEST SIDE CHURCH OF Whitten, preach_ers_. ____ _ 

CHRIST, 3232 Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
10:15 A.M., 6:30P.M., Wed. 6:30P.M. Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713)-351-

MICHIGAN 4649. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs. preacher. 

HARRISON-FIR STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST. LIVINGSTON-1101 W. Church St, Exit off 59 
Preaching the whole counsel of God. Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 A.M., 6 
Mark Turok, minister (517) 539-5561. P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.~. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 

Dooley, ministers. ------MINNESOTA 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Allen Robertson, DULUTH-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2344 RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 

Wed. 7 P.M. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. p M Carl G H k h 
COLORADO 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., Wed. 7 P.M. 
824-2630. Melvin Elliot, minister 824-7040. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 s. Logan, (303)789-4749 

FLORIDA 
CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wed. 7:00P.M. Billy It Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 
use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 
7:30P.M. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNETT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 711-5015 or 
771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 AM .. 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. 
Mark Mosher, preacher. ------
LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 P.M. Wed., 7:30 P.M. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home or Florida School or Preaching. 

. . . ec er, preac er. 

MISSOURI SAN ANTONIO--SHENANDOAH CHURCH OF 

BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh CHRIST, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-
St., Sun. 9:00, 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. p55M32, TSun. 9M:30H, 'gh10:30 A.M., 6hP.M., Wed. 7:30 
(417) 334-3866,334-3757. · ., erry · 1 tower, preac er. 

MONTANA VIRGINIA 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
1528 s. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 A.M., 6 P.M., So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
Wed. 7 P.M. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. A.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 

382-7837. 
NORTH CAROLINA 

CHRISTIANSBURG-EASTSIDE CHURCH OF 
ROCKY MOUNT-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1040 CHRIST, 135 Church St., Christiansburg, 24073. 
Hill St. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30P.M. Sun. 10, 11 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7:30 P.M Clarence 
(919) 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. Lavender, minister. (703) 382-7777. 

OHIO 
FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

MAX MEADOWS-FT. CIDSWELL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 
~mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 
10, 11 A.M., 7 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Gtann M. Lee, 
evangelist (703) 637-4244: (703) 223-1787. 

WYOMING 
GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. SHERIDAN-NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF 
Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 CHRIST, 555 N. Main at Second St, Sheridan. Sun. 
A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Oscar P. Craft, minister. 9, 10 A.M., 6 P.M., Wed. 7 P.M. Charles Pledge 
(803) 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. (307) 672-7903, 672-3097. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence 
to Finn Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classi
fied and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publlcation. 
Ads must be cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 

Westside Chun:h of Christ, 1625 North 7th Sl, Ar
kansas City, KS 67005 is looking for a {sowtd) Gospel 
preacher with some support, or retired preacher to 
help with the work. We are a 3-year-old congrega
tion (30-40 members). If interested, contact Hoyt 
Goggans (316-442-4533) or Bob Tooley (316-442-
3795). Wages start at $1250 per month with planned 
raises as we grow. 

The chun:h in Manitowoc, WS, a self-supporting 
group of 45 members, is in need of a minister. Please 
send resume, photo, and audio tape to Chun:h of 
Christ, 1109 N. 17th Sl, Manitowoc, WS 54220, or 
call (414) 682-7481. 

Wanted: Associate/Youth minister with song leading 
capabilities for congregation of 500. Prefer 
experience, married, under 35/ Send resume to: 
Elders, East Wood Sl Chun:h of Christ, 800 East 
Wood St., Paris, TN 38242, (901) 642-2861. 

Preacher needed for a debt-free congregation of 130 
members located 10 miles outside Kansas City. Send 
resumes to: TIDl Sims, 3228 North 100th St., Kansas 
City, KS 66109, (913) 788-3375. 

Congregation of75 in beautiful nw Ark. looking for 
a part-time minister. $250 a week plus nice 3-BD 
house with central hla. Secular work allowed. 
Peaceful congregation with elders. MUST be capable 
of working with all ages. Send 2 recent tapes, resume, 
to Lincoln Church of Christ, P.O. Box 484, Lincoln, 
AR 72744. 

Wanted: A full-time preacher to serve a small 
congregation in central Texas. Would be good 
location for semi-retired person or anyone seeking 
to locate somewhere. Send resume to: Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 544, Rosebud, TX 76570 or call 
Reuben Brown, (817) 583-4437. 

PREACHERS AVAILABLE 

Sound Gospel preacher available. Looking for 
congregation who wants the truth preached/taught 
Would work outside if necessary and if able to find 
work. Exp. in welding, heavy equip. opr. & rp., 
asph., rk. & sand, rdy-mix, plants. Would even work 
with congregation who has a preacher. Contact: 
Milton Mathers, P.O. Box 252, Sublimity, OR 97385 
(503) 769-6730. 

Minister in 60's willing to help small congregation. 
You MUST desire the TRUTII. I will pay my moving 
expenses, but need a house and utilities. Attended 
Freed-Hardeman college and ACU. Please don't call 
unless you are genuinely interested in the Truth. 
Contact Charlie Summers, 213 West Barstow Ave., 
Fresno, CA 93704. (209) 431-6279. 

wherever I can do good, regardless of size or 
remuneration. Have held 300 meetings in 28 states. 
Wilson Wallace, 14816 Danville Rd., Woodbridge, 
VA 22193, (703) 680-3267. 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BmLE: CHRIST AND IDS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of Scripture references, each summarizA:d 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power ofNew 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. 

Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, l:BWl:: 
343-0143; PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513. 

SHENANDOAH LECTURESHIP BOOKS: 1993-
DenominatioiUllism vs the Bible-$18.50; 1992-
Biblical Ethics-$20.50; 1991-Rightly Dividing the 
Word: Special Hermeneutics-$16.50; 1988-
The Current Digression-$8.00-all postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 
San Antonio, TX 78230-2504 or {210) 696-5532. 
multiple orders sent & biUed. (For reprint of 1990 
RDTW: General Hermeneutics, contact National 
Christian Press.) 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, 
TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home Train" 
newsletter. 

.MISCELLANEOUS 

Experienced minister to work with established unified 
congregation in eastern New Mexico with 
approximately 450 members. Portales is a growing 
community of about 12,000 population with a state 
university and an agricultural-based economy. Salary 
and other benefits are negotiable. Send resume and 
reference to: The Elders, Third & Kilgore Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 450, Portales, New Mexico 88130. 

STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
Available for Gospel meetings. My local work toAvondalo--anactivecongregation.4017Memorial 
pennits me several meetings each year. Desire to go Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Firm Foundation Bible Correspondence Course 
Sixteen Bible Lessons Written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

30 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each - $2.40 per set- plus shipping 
Answer sheets included free upon request. 

- Send no money. We will bill you. -
Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

800-572-3619 
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THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC 
SYSTEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Wanted: Part or full-time public relations person in 
your local area. Confidential information available. 
Call or write: Public Relations, 1209 Utica, Plainview, 
TX 79072, {806) 293-0463. 

Free to a church of Christ -to be moved- 28'x42' 
church building on blocks at Votaw, Texas, near the 
post office. Has one restroom, two classrooms, air 
conditioning; structurally sound, tan aluminwn siding, 
interior needs some repairs. Call Ken Yarbrough, 
days (409) 327-8817, evenings (409) 327-4663. 
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STUDIES IN 1, 2 KINGS & 1, 2 CHRONICLES 
NOVEMBER 14-18, 1993 

TWELFTH ADL SCHEDULE 
STUDIES IN 1, 2 KINGS & 1, 2 CHRONICLES 

SUNDAY,NOVEMBER14 

g·oo AM Stevon lloyd 
10:00 AM Dub McC~sh 
11:00 AM Gary Summers 

12:00 PM Lunch Broak 
2:00PM T•m NIChols 

3 :00 PM Lester Kamp 

4 00 PM Jm Moore 

5:00PM Olnnor Break 

1, 2 Kings and 1, 2 Chronlclos-An lnlrod uelion 
Groat l essons from lh• Unheralded Prophol, Micaiah 
E•rly K ings ot lsraol and Judah; Ellj :.h Challongos Ahab 
(1 K•n 14:1-18;..:6) 

Answarlng Falso Ooctrl nos RDlallng to 1, 2 K ings and 1, 2 
Chronicles: Are tne Ptomises to Oav1d regard1ng the throne 
and kingdom to be g•ven to his son a reference 10 the reign ol 
Chr1sl !rom David's ac1ual throne over an oarth.)' pobtcal 
;ungdom. per premrllonnoaflsm (l Chr. 17.1 1-1.0:)? Does God's 
sancnon ol•nsuumcntnl musJC in worship m the Old Tcs:amem 
aut home l!s u sc in the Ncw Tcstamem church ( t Ch:. 16:4-6, 
42; 2 Chr. 7:6. 29-25)? 
Oifllcult Passages In 1, 2 Kings and 1, 2Chron lclos: V>lhy IS 

the account of DaVId's sm ooncerning Bathsheba and Unah (2 
Sam 1 l.1-12:23)omllledlfl1 Chrondes20 211?\Vhoprovoked 
Oavod to number IStael, God or Satan (1 Chr 21: 1; 2Sam 
2.:·1)? Why was all oiiStacl purnsned for OaVtd"s srn ( 1 Chr. 
21: 7-14)? How cou!d Asa be dcscnbcd as •pcrfcctatl h.s days· 
(2 Chr 15.17), yet bo condemned for htS Syt~.an aJI1ancc and !Of 
throw tng Hanan1mto pr1Son and oppress tng others ( 16:1-10)? 
How can we harmonlZC tho suuement mat Jehoshaphal "'ook 
away the high places aod groves· (2 Chr 17 6} and '1he htgh 
places were not taken away· (20-3 
David 's Death and So lomon's Enthronoment (1 K·n. "- 3-!) 

700 PM Goebel Mustc Times o l Glory and Shamo lor David ( 1 Chr 
17, 1-20:8) 

8.00 Pt.4 James N\eadows Judah Undor Abijah, As3, and Jahoshaphal (2 Cht 13:1-
20.37) 

MONDAY,NOVEMBER15 
9:00 AM Jesse Whitlock Difficult Pas sagas In 1, 2 K ings and 1, 2 Chronicles: How 

can the eptsode w1th Da\lld and Ab1shag be cxpl.:l,ned andfot 
JUSUIIOd (1 Kin. 1 :1-4)? ()!d Jeroboam or nehoboam have a 
cho~com whattheyd•d(l Km 11:30-34; 12.t2-15)? Yillyd.d 
God ktl the Jvdean prophet 101 bei,QV)ng a l1e, bul not tne OO::J 
PIOphet lor ly1ng (1 K1n 13.1-32)? Who was the 1y,ng SPiftr 
who was volun!eered to dec:c'vc Ahab? How •~Goo's use ot lles 
and l1a.ts to dece•vc Ahab rcconc.led w tn H1s per!ect moral 
na1uro (1 Kin. 22· 19-23)? 

10:00 AM Mnrvm Wetr Tho Final Yoars ol J udah (2 Chr. 33"1-36.23} 
11 :00 AM Ken Gossen Tho Roigns o l Sun dry Kings, Evil and Good, in Judah 

(2 Ch• 21 "1-27 9) 

12:00 PM l unch Break 
2:00PM Bob Berard So lomon Builds andOedlca tas t he Temple (t Km. 5 i-9 28) 
3:00 PM Discussion Forum 

Jorry Mollltt Must We Respoct tho Silonce o l Scr ipture as Woll as Its 
St atomont? 

3:~5 PM Jerry Moffitt Ouosttons lrom the lloor on DIScuss~on FOfum tOPIC 

5:00 PM Dinner Break 
7:00PM Gory Colley Elisha's Mighty Works Continue, Johu's Just Slayings 

(2 Kon. 6:1-10:36) 
8:00PM Terry Hightower The Grandeur o l Solomon's Reign, tho Kingdom Divided 

(2Chr. 7. 1- 12:16) 

9.00 AM 
10:00AM 

11 :00 AM 

TUESDAY,NOVEMBER16 
Rabon Dodson Timos of Tumult in Israel and Judah (2 K1n. 16 1-20 21) 
AI Orown Oitlicult Passages In 1, 2 Kings and 1, 2 Chronic los: How 

can God's destruction ol chtldrcn lor an apparonUy ch1td1sh 
prank bo explruned (2 Ktn . 2.23-24)? How can wo cxpfa:n or 
jusnly 11\e dccopuons ol E~sha and Jehu (2 K<n. 6:19: 8:10: 
10:19)? Howdsd DaVId got by Wtih betng displeased w,th God 
(l Chf. 13 1 t)?Whywas tho ark ta~cn to Jerusalem anstead of 
to !he tabernacle •n Gtbeon ( 1 Chr_ 16:39)? 

Tom Wacas1er Solomon's Famo, Apostasy, Death, t ho Kingdom Divided 
(1 K1n 10 .1-13 .3.-:) 

12 :00 PM lunch Break 
2.00 PM Tom Ayers El i jah's Ascension and Elisha's Earfy Works (2 K n 1 · t -

5:27) 
3"00 PM Discuss ion Forum 

Rabon Taylor Is tho Resto ration Ploa Valid ? 
3 :45PM Robert Taylor Ouesttons from the floor on Dtscuss!Dn Forum IOptc 

5:00PM Dinnor Broak 
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A Return Visit to ''Matthew's House'' 
By J. E. Choate 

T he most controversial article printed in a 
brotherhood paper during 1992, "Christmas 
at Matthew House," was carried in the No

vember issue of Wineskins. At the best, it was a raw 
piece of religious journalism. A general brother
hood appraisal deemed it a blasphemous and sacri
legious attack on the virgin birth of Jesus and the 
moral character of Mary. The April 1993 issue of 
Wineskins attempted to put a good face on the 
matter in a published article titled "A Return Vis it 
to Matthew's House." Nothing was explained, and 
the picture remains as murky as ever. 

Readers of the first "Christmas at Matthew's 
House" will make of it what they will. Its author 
fictionizes the first chapter of Matthew and puts 
words in Matthew's mouth he never said, e.g., Mat
thew is a "sneaky" fellow who has a story to tell 
about the scandal of Mary's "immaculate concep
tion." Before he does this, Matthew must remind us 
of other scandalous women whose names appear in 
Matthew's genealogy. Matthew first tells about 
Tamar who stalked her father-in-law, Judah, to ar
range an adulterous (incestuous) assignation. 
Matthew addresses next a second "scarlet woman," 
Rahab, the "Jericho madam." He takes a sly ap
proach to the story of Ruth: "Ruth ... dear sweet 
Ruth." He wants to know what Ruth was doing that 
night on the threshing floor at the feet of Boaz. 

Matthew reaches the climax of his stories (ac
cording to Resner) which addresses the most infa
mous sexual mishap in Hebrew history - the scan
dal of David and Bathsheba. (The reader must keep 
in mind that such comments are the fictitious cre
ations of the writer.) And of all people, the virgin 
Mary is described as another "sexually question
able woman." If this is not enough, Joseph is pic
tured as a cuckold who believes for the rest of his 
life Mary's story of the "immaculate conception." 

The Purpose of Matthew's 
Genealogical Data 

At the outset, this writer regards the Wineskins 
article as a silly piece of fiction outside its attack on 
the virgin birth of Jesus. It is not well-written and 
should not have been written at all. All biblical and 
family genealogies were lost in the fall of Jerusa
lem (A.D. 70). This was an incalculable and irre
placeable loss and is mourned to this day by the 
Jews. Matthew's genealogy has one purpose which 
is to trace the bloodline of Jesus from Abraham 
through David. The last thing Matthew had in mind 
was to dredge up scandalous stories about the 
women in Matthew's genealogy. 

Matthew's account of the ancestry of Jesus was 
to establish his moral and legal status under Mosaic 
law. The Lucan account established the maternal 
ancestry of Jesus through Mary in order to 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Tradition 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

To brand a teaching as tradition or a 
teacher as a traditionalist is regarded 
by some as the utmost putdown. A re

study of the subject is necessary to get the 
truth on the question in focus. The nomencla
ture of some brothers leaves the impression 
that tradition is evil and non-tradition is good. 

Tradition, like many words, can be used in 
either an honorable or harsh sense. Decency requires the user of 
a word to make clear the way in which he employs it. Otherwise, 
comrnunkation becomes confusion. The unfair way in which 
this word is used by some requires a restatement of the meaning 
of the word and the various ways in which it is used in the Bible 
and in Catholic and Reformation conventions. 

Vine says the word means "a handing down" and is akin to 
commit, deliver, give, and recommend. So, the naked word is be
nign. The framework in which the word tradition is used deter
mines its character for good or for ill. 

In the New Testament the word is used for instructions given, 
whether spoken or written. "So then, brethren, stand fast, and 
hold the traditions which ye were taught, whether by word, or by 
epistle of ours" (2 Thess. 2: 15). It is also used of vocal teaching 
passed from generation to generation. The Pharisees condemned 
the disciples of Jesus for not keeping "the tradition of the elders" 
(Matt. 15:2). The Lord defended his followers and charged the 
Pharisees with transgressing "the commandment of God because 
of your tradition" (Matt. 15:3). Before his conversion to Christ, 
Paul says that he was "exceedingly zealous for the traditions of 
my fathers" (Gal. 1: 14). He means, of course, the text of the law 
and the interpretation of the rabbis - the written and oral tradi
tions of the Jews. 

In the earliest days of the church the saints were edified by 
unwritten tradition. The God-breathed revelation (tradition) was 
first spoken, and later it was written. The unwritten, inspired 
words were confirmed by signs and wonders and, in the absence 
of an apostle, protected by the requirement that prophets must 
work in agreement with discerners of truth, interpreters, and 
miracle workers (l Cor. 12: 12-30; 14:26-34). This provision 



would require collusion by several for the church to be misled into In This Issue 
error and wrongdbing. This did not stop gainsayers from pervert- A Return Visit to "Matthew's House" 
ing the gospel, but they were without sanction (Gal. 1 :6-8). 

The saved were cautioned to be on the lookout for false , . 
teachers (1 John 4:1). False prophets are not few but many. 

J. E. Choate ••••.•••••••.••••••••••• .-.................. I 

Heretics often gain a considerable following to the discredit of , Editorial: 
truth (2 Pet. 2: 1-2). Still, the inspired tradition identifies error Traditio!' 

d ak th d d bl ( h 8 3 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs ............................. 2 

an m es tru un erstan a e Jo n : 2). 
In the course of time, the apostolic tradition was committed 

to writing. By the time the last authorized agent of revelation Studies in the Restoration 
L L Briga~J.ce · •••••••.••••••••.•• -.................... .':' died, the books of the New Testament had been gathered and ap

proved. Careful, scholarly, continual examination and review 
provide unquestionable confidence that good English versions of 
the Bible give us the very Word of very God. ' Journal~tic Libel 
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tions, and all will be confronted by it at the last judgment. Dobbs·_.; MoneY.········•········~····•····•··•~.14 
Peter wrote to first-century disciples and for the benefit of 

saints of all ages: 
That ye should remember the words which were spoken 

before by the holy prophets, and the commandments of the 
Lord and Savior through your apostles (2 Pet. 3:2). 

We have this word of prophecy made more sure ... For no 
prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from 
God, being moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:19, 21). 

But the word of the Lord abideth for ever. And this is the 
word of good tidings which was preached unto you 
( 1 Pet. 1 :25). 

The wise insist upon being guided by the written word and 
will receive nothing as of divine authority unless found in the 
Bible. That seems clear cut but has been muddled by Roman 
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worship of relics. 

The council declared that "the office of tradition is to convey 
a knowledge of doctrines, precepts, and institutions not contained 
in the Scriptures." This established what was later called "the liv
ing voice of the living church," and opened the door to progres
sive revelation. Or, as stated by Vincent of Lerins in the fifth 
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century, "Whatever the Church declares to be a part 
of revelation committed to her, is to be received as 
of divine authority, at the peril of salvation." 

The Protestant and Anglican Reformers (Luther 
and Calvin, Latimer and Cranmer) denied the abso
lute authority of the Bishop of Rome and urged fol
lowing the Scriptures alone. In time this came to 
mean the consensus of Reformation Churches. Cer
tain, fixed doctrines are regarded as the irreducible 
minimum for professing Christians, and all else is 
regarded as subordinate and unnecessary. The es
sential, basic teaching of salvation according to this 
incorrect view is: (1) unconditional election and 
reprobation; (2) hereditary total depravity, render
ing the sinner entirely helpless to secure salvation 
apart from direct, divine intervention; (3) immedi
ate and personal action of the Holy Ghost, some
times called "enabling grace"; (4) salvation at the 
point of faith before and without works of obedi
ence; and (5) observance of the two sacraments of 
the church- the Lord's Supper and baptism. 

This involves accepting "the doctrines of the 
Trinity; of the divinity and incarnation of the eternal 
Son of God; of the personality and divinity of the 
Holy Spirit; of the apostasy and sinfulness of the hu
man race; the doctrines of the expiation of sin 
through the death of Christ and of salvation through 
his merits; of regeneration and sanctification by the 
Holy Ghost; of the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec
tion of the body, and of life everlasting." 

A key teaching of the Reformation is that the 
Holy Spirit comes without agency or medium into 
the life of the helpless sinner enabling him sud
denly to believe to the saving of his soul. This is 
what witnessing is all about in denominational 
circles. The claim is that the Holy Ghost falls upon 
the defenseless sinner and imparts to him the germ 
of spiritual life. This new life bestows an inner 
glow that becomes proof of pardon and acceptabil
ity with God. Under this view, Christianity is not a 
form of doctrine objectively revealed in Scriptures. 
It is not knowledge or a systematic exhibition of 
what the Bible teaches. It is the interpretation of 
this inner life. It is based not upon truth but upon 
feeling, not upon testimony but upon emotion. 

When our brothers tell us that there is a core 
gospel that all must believe, and the rest is periph-
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eral and not essential, that we need to have an en
counter with God - an intimate confrontation with 
deity, that we need to give personal testimony of the 
presence of God in our own life apart from the bib
lical text, that our heartthrobs are sure evidence of 
our justification with God, they are teaching Protes
tant tradition. 

Bible tradition is to accept and follow the whole 
revelation. One part of God's Word is not more im
portant than another part of his Word. Moses was 
told to "speak" to the rock, but he "struck" it in
stead and for this seemingly minor infraction he 
was not allowed to enter the promised land. A man 
gathering sticks on the Sabbath was executed. 

If the word spoken through angels proved 
stedfast, and every transgression and disobedi
ence received a just recompense of reward; 
how shall we escape, if we neglect so great a 
salvation? which having at the first been spo
ken through the Lord, was confirmed unto us 
by them that heard. 

Ananias and his wife Sapphira gave up the 
ghost for lying to the Holy Spirit. The crime of 
Laodicea was being neither hot nor cold, and Jesus 
threatened to spew them out of his mouth. They 
were "poor and blind and naked" simply for being 
indifferent and unconcerned. We have no right to 
pronounce some part of Bible tradition as important 
and necessary and the rest of it as barren and use
less. When our brothers do this, they ape denomina
tional tradition. 

We have some traditions in the church that are 
nothing more than custom. The time of meeting, the 
order of the service, two services on Lord's day, 
and the Wednesday evening gathering are all ex
amples of human traditions. They are harmless and 
help to implement divine traditions, but they do not 
have the binding effect of Bible form and pattern. 
Scriptural traditions are inviolate and absolutely 
necessary - every one of them. Human traditions 
can be fine tuned and adjusted. 

We should give long and careful thought to 
changing the traditions of our fathers. They had 
good reason for doing things the way they did 
them, and we need to be sure we understand the 
thinking behind the custom before we modify it or 
cast it aside. 

That sums up traditions. We have Bible tradi-



tions, human traditions, Roman Catholic traditions, 
and Reformation traditions. Bible traditions are es
sential to our salvation, and God has made them so 
plain that "even he who runs may read and under
stand them." Human traditions are okay so long as 
they do not violate a Bible precept. Roman Catholic 
and Reformation traditions are wrongheaded and 
destructive of our eternal safety. 

"Now I praise you that ye remember me in all 

things, and hold fast the traditions, even as I deliv
ered them to you" (1 Cor. 11:2). 

"Now we command you, brethren, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your
selves from every brother that walketh disorderly, 
and not after the tradition which they received of 
us" (2 Thess. 3:6). 11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77070 
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A Return Visit to ''Matthew's House'' 
(continued from page 1) 

undergird the vugtn birth of Jesus. Citizenship 
today in Israel is granted only to those who can 
prove a Jewish mother. Brother Resner knows these 
things as well as I, or better. What are his reasons 
for skirting obvious facts? The ultimate purpose of 
Matthew's genealogy is to depict Jesus as themes
sianic king, the son of David, whose personal his
tory fulfills the revelations in the Old Testament. 

True Stories of Four Women of the Bible 
Aside from the lurid "tabloid" handling of these 

noble heroines of ancient Israel, let's look at the 
biblical facts. Facts are facts. As brother Keeble 
would say, "If you don't respect facts, they will 
knock you down." 

Tamar is depicted in Wineskins as a sordid 
streetwalker dressed in red with fishnet stockings, 
and stalking her victim on high, spiked heels. 
Brother Resner, you shame the Holy Spirit and em
barrass us with your so called "baby-boomer" 
rhetoric. The truth is that Scripture portrays Tamar 
as the faithful wife of two sons of Judah. Yet the 
Wineskins article depicts the sons dying in bed in 
the clutches of a "black widow" spider. 

Rahab is portrayed as a prostitute in the land of 
promise. The truth is that Rahab came to be the 
honored savior of Israel with whom she identified 
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Genuine Leather-$22.50 
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and lived among with her. family (Matt. 1:5; Heb. 
11:31; James 2:25). Jewish history proves that re
pentance can work salvation no matter how great 
the sin. What possessed the editors of Wineskins to 
sully the honorable name of Rahab? I do not be
lieve they did so out of a malicious intent, but what 
purpose is served with these outlandish, fictitious 
stories? 

Ruth is portrayed in every mention of her name 
in Scripture as a noble and pious woman. Ruth was 
a Moabite, a descendent of the incestuous relation
ship between Lot and one of his daughters. The 
Wineskins article could have further embellished 
the story of Ruth by inserting this sordid mis
adventure. 

Bathsheba was the lawfully-wedded wife of 
David when she gave birth to Solomon. Nathan 
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defended and insured the right of Solomon to suc
ceed David as king of Israel. Scriptur~ does not 
paint Bathsheba as a "scarlet" women. Why would 
the Wineskins editors approve of such? 

The virgin Mary. Brother Resner would have 
been well advised if he had related the virgin birth 
of Jesus with the same purpose in mind as that of 
Matthew. Mary would have been revered and the 
virgin birth of Jesus honored. Brother Resner al
leges that he believes deeply in the virgin birth of 
Jesus. I would not think of disputing this. However, 
I am appalled by the manner in which Mary is 
portrayed. The Wineskins editors would have done 
a great service to Andre Resner and saved him from 
enormous embarrassment had his article never been 
printed. 

The Levirate Marriage 
In the Wineskins article, "Christmas at Matt

hew's House," and all that has been written about 
it, why has not some one addressed the levirate law 
of marriage as set forth in Deuteronomy 25:5-1 0? 
The cases of Tamar and Ruth are a part and par
cel of the levirate law and traditions. A levirate 
marriage (yibbum) is the marriage with a widow 
whose husband has died without an offspring. The 
brother (levir) was obligated to raise up a first
born male to continue the bloodline and to insure 
the family inheritance. The account concerning 
Judah and Tamar (Gen. 38) indicates the practice 
of the levirate law before the time of Moses. 

When Tamar was convinced that Judah would 
not honor his obligation, she did not depend on 
public opinion but relied on her own wits. Tamar 
devised a stratagem to accomplish her purpose. 
Tamar is not blamed in Scripture for what she did; 
and neither did Judah who said, "She is more 
righteous than 1." Tamar is honored in Scripture 
without exception, e.g.; it is said to Ruth, "Let thy 
house be as the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore 
unto Judah" (Ruth 4:12). 

The circumstances surrounding Ruth and Boaz 
describe a levirate marriage. In this case, it also in
volved the redemption of a family inheritance of 
land. Both Naomi and Boaz were fully conversant 
with the law and traditions of a levirate marriage. 
Ruth was careful to follow precisely the procedural 
advice of Naomi to bring about the marriage. Boaz 
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was careful to guard the reputation of Ruth 
throughout the maneuvers. Ruth, from start to fin
ish, is portrayed as a gracious and virtuous woman. 
This is the true story of Ruth. She is not so por
trayed in the Wineskins article which suggests an 
adulterous affair. 

A Summary Appraisal 
It would be a great wrong to stand idly by and 

to allow the Wineskins article to go unchallenged. 
To imply that Jesus was hom of a woman of ques
tionable character and to describe the afore-men
tioned women in the same manner is blasphemous. 
Tamar acted within her rights under levirate law, 
and Rahab proved herself as a person of heroic 
character who risked her life to save Israel. The 
name of Ruth would be dishonored, and the repen
tance of David and Bathsheba would mean nothing 
in the context of the Wineskins presentation. 

At no place did Matthew even remotely suggest 
a picture of Mary as anything other than a virtuous 
woman. If the case were otherwise, the virgin birth 
of Jesus would be compromised. 

Footnotes to a "Return VISit" 
Three short articles constitute a "Return Visit to 

Matthew's House," written to calm the storm of 
protest and exercise a measure of damage control. 
Brother Rideout views the first article as a "study 
guide." He advises us to track through the Scrip
tures which address the "scandalous women" in 
Matthew's genealogy. (My article is calculated 
to accomplish this. My observations are based 
upon Scripture and contemporary biblical scho
larship~ The Bible record is far different from 
brother Resner's fanciful, fictitious account and 
brother Rideout's good-intentioned glossary. Read
ers of Wineskins and Firm Foundation will form 
their own judgments. I have no more to say on this. 

The second article was written by "Evelyn," 
who chose anonymity. She frowns upon the critics 
of Wineskins and indulges in criticism of her own. 
Who is "Evelyn"? What are her scholarly qualifi
cations to address the complex problems presented 
in the "synoptic" Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke) and the Johannine writings? "Evelyn" would 
place the Firm Foundation, its writers, and others 
of like mind on a blacklist to warn off readers that 
facts and truth just could be learned. Obviously she 



approves of the bashing which the editors of Wine
skins dish out. We would that "Edna," a fictitious 
name for the recipient of the anonymous "Eve
lyn's" letter, would read and interpret on her own. 

Andre Resner's "Quick Note" addresses his 
storytelling use of a unique form of baby-boomer 
rhetoric. We provide brother Resner with a quick 
study in baby-boomer English, which is the com
mon heritage of us all. In the first place, there 
is not a form of baby-boomer English exclus
ively used and understood by that large num
ber of Americans born after World War II. New 
words constantly enter the English language. 
1\velve thousand new words are recorded (1986) 
in a supplement to Webster !s' Third International 
Dictionary. The Oxford Dictionary of New Words 

(1991) advises that boomer in U.S. slang is the short 
word for baby boomer. As a matter of fact, the baby 
boomers matured in the '70s and '80s. This is the 
generation who have come into positions of power 
and authority by right of passage from one genera
tion to another. 

To read about the baby boomers in Wineskins 
and other kindred places, one could be led to be
lieve that our "New Age" liberal brethren invented 
them. The level of brother Resner's English is more 
akin to "gutter English" known by both the literate 
and illiterate. We would that Andre Resner, Michael 
Cope, Lynn Anderson, et al would learn that not ev
eryone is amused with their "cute" rhetoric. What 
more need be said? 3714/fz Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 37215 
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Studies in the Restoration 
By L. L. Brigance 

(Leonard Lee Brigance, 1879 to 1950, was a professor of Bible at Freed Hardeman College for many 
years. His logical mind enabled him to transmit clear; clean-cut thoughts. He was a writer for the Gospel 
Advocate and in the early '40s composed a number of articles titled "Studies in the Restoration." He dealt 
at length with the Christian Church [Disciples of Christ] and demonstrated its drift into liberalism and 
oblivion. Since the church now has a number of capable men who are tracking the Disciples' disaster; some 
of the Brigance articles are being reprinted. It is fabulous that brother Brigance more than 50 years ago 
described conditions now evident in the church - Dobbs.) 

There was a time when all those who consti- don, or some other place unknown to the Bible, un-
tuted the Restoration Movement believed less it be Gehenna. They have given up the unde-
that the Bible was inspired of God, that it nominational plea for "unity through the restoration 

was infallibly correct, that it constituted our su- of the New Testament church," have fraternized 
preme and sole authority in spiritual things, that with denominationalism, endorsed it, and, in fact, 
there was revealed in the New Testament a pattern are one themselves. DeGroot, in discussing there-
of the one-and-only church approved of God, that it lation of the Disciples to "church federation," says: 
was fixed and permanent, that the "plan of salva- Whether the Disciples were, or are, a denomi-
tion" was explicitly .set forth, that it was inflexible nation or not (which, of course, is purely a 
- in short, that we had to find authority in the New matter of definition), the fact is that they soon 
Testament for everything we believed or practiced presented the normal characteristics of a func-

tioning denomination, with "our" plea, "our" 
in religion. But alas! Times have changed. A part of conventions, and "our" agencies. The Dis-
that movement has abandoned practically every one ciples came up in the error of the federation 
of the above propositions. The left wing of the big idea looking and acting (though not talking) 
"D" Disciples have given up the "back-to-Jerusa- like a denomination. 

lem," "back-to-the-apostles" plea of the pioneers Thus they are beginning to admit their denomina-
and are now headed toward Rome, Geneva, Lon- tionalism, and no doubt in a few years they will do 
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it freely and unblushingly. If they were not speak
ing the language of Ash dod (denominationalism) 
then, they are now, and in all essentials are just an
other denomination. 

The Model Church 
Is there a model or pattern of the church that 

Jesus said he would build revealed in the Scrip
tures? Did the apostles through whom Christ built 
the church have a blueprint and specifications, figu
ratively speaking, to guide them in its erection? Let 
us see. 

The need of patterns in material things. In 
nearly all of the relationships of life man must have 
patterns, models, and standards to guide and govern 
him in whatever he does. Is he about to build a 
house? He must have a pattern, a blueprint, and 
specifications either on paper or in his mind. He 
cannot build without it. The garmentmaker gener
ally has a pattern by which to cut a gown and then a 
model on which to shape it. One of the most impor
tant workmen in a foundry is the patternmaker. Ev
ery piece of metal must be molded (modeled) ac
cording to the pattern. In buying and selling, trad
ing and trafficking, there must be standards by 
which to be governed. The commerce of the world 
could not be carried on without units of measure
ment - units of length, capacity, value, etc. They 
must be authoritative, constant, and permanent. 

The need of patterns in spiritual things. Be
cause of their greater importance there is more need 
for models, patterns, and standards in spiritual 
things than in material things. There is need for a 
model after which each individual Christian can 
mold his life - his character and conduct. Then 
there is need for a pattern according to which 
groups of Christians may organize for work and 
worship. 

Jesus Christ is the model for every Christian life 
(John 13:15; Phil 2:5; 1 Pet. 2:21; 4:1). He is a per
fect model. His perfection is the goal that every fol
lower of him must strive to reach. The fact that no 
one can imitate him perfectly does not keep him 
from being our example, nor does it justify us in not 
doing our best. He ever leads the way. We can never 
overtake him; but, nevertheless, he calls upon us to 
follow him. 

8 

The church of the New Testament is a divine 
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model or pattern of what God would have groups of 
Christians everywhere to be. It is so clearly outlined 
that its essential characteristics can be readily dis
cerned by everyone who is sincerely seeking them. 
As a spiritual institution it is perfect. The standard 
of work, worship, and conduct of its members is 
perfect. But because of the weaknesses of men, this 
standard will rarely, if ever, be met. Nevertheless, 
God cannot lower the standard, else he would ap
pear to be satisfied with imperfection, which would 
be incompatible with his very nature. 

The Thbernacle and the Church 
It is assumed that the readers of this paper be

lieve the Jewish tabernacle built by Moses in the 
wilderness was a type of the church (Heb. 9:1-1 0). 
God gave Moses a pattern of the tabernacle and the 
"instruments thereof' (Ex. 25:9) and charged him 
to "make them after the pattern, which was shewed 
thee in the mount" (v. 40; Heb. 8:5). This charge 
was emphasized by several repetitions. The work
men who were to build the tabernacle were inspired 
of God (Ex. 31:1-11). In the specifications the di
mensions of the tabernacle and every piece of furni
ture, the amount and different kinds of material to 
be used, with all necessary instructions, were given 
to the minutest detail. Moses did everything as God 
commanded him. When it was finished and all 
things were ready, God took up his abode in it, and 
his glory filled it. 

Corresponding to all of this is the church. For 
more than three years Jesus taught his disciples con
cerning the kingdom, the church, the house of God. 
Even during the 40-day interval between the resur
rection and the ascension, he taught them the things 
"pertaining to the kingdom of God." What was he 
doing? Creating in their minds a pattern of the 
church. But he was not willing to risk them then to 
follow his instructions without divine assistance. So 
he ordered them to wait until they were "endued 
with power from on high." So "when the day of 
Pentecost was fully come, ... they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." Being 
baptized in the Holy Spirit, completely under his 
control, all that they said and did on that occasion 
was directed by him. The gospel was preached; the 
people heard it; they were pricked in their hearts -



convinced, convicted, made to believe; they were 
told to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and they would re
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit. As many as re
ceived his word were baptized, and there were 
added to them that day about three thousand souls; 
and they continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship and in the breaking of 
bread and in prayers; and the Lord added to the 
church daily such as were being saved (Acts 2). 

The Jerusalem Church 
Here we have the first church of God on earth. 

Every step in its establishment was directed by the 
Holy Spirit through the apostles. It continued to be 
guided by these inspired men throughout its entire 
history. It must, therefore, have been perfect except 
for human imperfections - they render all man 
does imperfect, even his obedience to God. Aside 
from that, the Jerusalem church must have been just 
such a church as God approved - a model church, 
so far as its experiences went. 

It may be admiued in advance of special ex
amination that the Jerusalem church did not 
pass through all the experiences which con
gregations have since encountered, and that, 
therefore, it had no possible opportunity to set 
us an example for such experiences; and yet it 
may still be for us a perfect model to the extent 
of the experiences through which it was called 
to pass (McGarvey). 

Perhaps there is no one church or congregation 
mentioned in the New Testament that stands as a 
complete model of the church, because its ex-
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pressed characteristics do not cover the whole 
ground, but rather the "model church" is a compos
ite church made up of all the examples of, and pre
cepts to, the New Testament churches. 

In our next article we will undertake to set forth 
the essential characteristics of this "model church." 

L. L. Brigance (deceased) 

CzBD23 

(Brother Brigance taught Bible at Freed Harde
man College for 42 years. He was a bright star in 
his generation, though he never thought of himself 
as such. His works follow with him. When Brigance 
died, Perry Cotham wrote, "He has had a great 
part in preparing young men to preach the gospel; I 
am grateful that I had the opportunity of being one 
among that number." Basil Overton called him "a 
servant of God of no mean ability." In future ar
ticles it will be apparent that the fatal direction of 
the Christian Church, which brother Brigance so 
ably and accurately described, is the same course 
being stubbornly pursued by a few of our contem
poraries - we do not say colleagues out of respect 
to the brilliant L. L. Brigance - Dobbs.) FF 
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Journalistic Libel 
By Lindell Mitchell 

T he church of Christ is engaged in a holy war. 
Increasingly, Christians understand that a 
mighty conflict is raging. Combat is unpleas

ant but, unfortunately, it is sometimes necessary. 
Those who stand by idle while their brothers do 
battle are cowards. 

The biblical imperative is precious concerning 
our sacred duty to mark those who cause divisions 
(Rom. 16: 17). The flock of God must be protected 
from wolves (Acts 20:27-31). Therefore, those who 
denigrate the nature of the Christ, seek to modify 
the government of the church, denominationalize 
her worship, circumvent the authority of elders, de
nude the Bible of its power via a "new hermeneu
tic," push neo-pentecostalism, pollute the minds of 
Christians with the psychobabble of God-hating 
modem psychology; and otherwise take us onto the 
broad way leading to destruction, have an adver
sary in every man who loves the Lord. To resist this 
ungodliness is not vicious or dishonorable. It is not 
the morbid craving for controversy condemned by 
Paul (1 Tim. 6:4). 

The matters most troubling to the church have 
been under discussion for decades. Hesitating to 
mark false teachers permitted a dangerous infiltra
tion of our schools, papers, and congregations to 
proceed with stunning speed. The time of hesitation 
has passed! No longer do the adversary's agents 
lack a challenge. The faithful are sounding the 
warning. They are boldly contesting every inch of 
territory. Every false way is fearlessly resisted. Ev
ery deception is exposed to the light of truth. 

No amount of money can buy our silence. We 
will not be intimidated by sissy-boys untried in 
battle. We boldly march under the banner of truth, 
fearing no one and loving everyone. To lovers of 
truth we extend our hand, to purveyors of false
hood, the sword of the Spirit. Our cause is just. The 
hour is late. Soldiers of Christ are arising to press 
the battle for truth. 

1 0 November 1993 
Firm Foundation 

Those feeling the sting of the Spirit's sword are 
wailing in agony. After assaulting the Lord's church 
with error, corrupting many of her youth, and sepa
rating families, they have incurred the righteous 
wrath of God's army. They started the war but are 
unable to claim victory. Now that the shooting has 
started, they whine, "No fair." Their heavy casual
ties have frightened them. 

One lukewarm publication recently carried a 
spate of articles decrying "vicious personal attacks 
on various Christians." It is not proper to launch a 
"vicious personal attack" on anyone. Our words 
must be true, compassionate, and measured. How
ever, Jim Dobbs raised an interesting question: 
"Why isn't the best response to a 'vicious attack' the 
defense of one's thesis, logically set out, rather than 
sound and fury?" 

As brothers in Christ, we must be judicious, 
avoiding libelous comments that are chargeable be
fore God and man. The Associated Press Stylebook 
and Libel Manual says, "Injury to reputation ... 
words, pictures, or cartoons that expose a person 
to public hatred, shame, disgrace or ridicule, or in
duce an ill opinion of a person are libelous." It is 
further noted: 

Actions for civil libel result mainly from news 
stories that allege crime, fraud, dishonesty, 
immoral or dishonorable conduct, or stories 
that defame the subject professionally, caus
ing financial loss either personally or to a 
business. 

Such conduct is not only immoral, it is illegal. More 
compelling to the Christian than being sued is giv
ing an account for his conduct to Yahweh. 

"There is only one complete and unconditional 
defense to a civil action for libel: that the facts 
stated are provably true." (Note well that word, 
provably.) If you call someone a monkey's uncle, 
you had better be able to prove it. If you make an 
allegation that you cannot prove, you are guilty of 



libel. It opens you to the possibility of a lawsuit for 
punitive damages and a prison term. This is serious 
business from a legal and moral perspective. 

Nevertheless, not every cry of "foul" has merit. 
One is not criminally libel for opposing any errone
ous teaching or improper conduct when the charges 
are provably true. This is not libelous even when 
shame, disgrace, or loss of income and professional 
prestige results. When allegations are provably true, 
the subject has libeled himself and must accept re
sponsibility for his actions, especially when souls 
are jeopardized. 

For example, in the September 1991 issue of the 
Firm Foundation, I cited an article in the Houston 
Post which reported that Gayle Napier, Family Life 
Minister at the Harpeth Hills Church of Christ, said, 
''The more conservative the church, the more incest 
you have in families." Initially Dr. Napier said 
"[T]he Houston Post did misrepresent what I said." 
They did not misrepresent Dr. Napier as tapes of his 
speech clearly show. Additionally, in a letter to Jim 
Boyd of McMinnville, Tenn., under the date 11-19-
91, Napier finally conceded: "I did use the phrase 
'conservative churches encourage incest.'" If I had 
made that allegation without being able to substan
tiate it, it would have opened me to God's wrath 
and the sanctions of the legal system. 

In addition to provability, I considered the ef
fect that exposure could have on Dr. Napier person
ally and professionally. The potential for embar
rassing his family, David Lipscomb University, and 
the Harpeth Hills Church of Christ were prayerfully 
weighed. Most compelling was the damage Dr. 
Napier's unsubstantiated charges would continue to 
cause in Christian families, if left unchallenged. 
Thus I went to press demanding to know what au
thoritative studies supported his assertions. I called 
on him to tell us who did the study and to inform us 
concerning the circumstances surrounding the 
work. I asked that he tell us what sort of measuring 
instrument was used and what type of research 
model was employed. Dr. Napier was urged to tell 
us how rigorous the statistical analysis was. He was 
asked where the findings were published and sub
jected to competent peer review. To this day he has 
not proven his damning allegations because he can
not. My prayer is that he will never again repeat 

unfounded charges. However, the only libel that oc
curred in this incident was self-inflicted- by Dr. 
Napier. All that was reported in the Firm F ounda
tion was provably true. 

Readers of the Firm Foundation are familiar 
with the open letter sent to Dr. Money of Abilene 
Christian University via the June 1993 issue. You 
may not know that Dr. Money was supplied with a 
copy of the letter more than two months in advance 
of publication. This was done so that he might indi
cate if any of the errors cited in the article had been 
corrected. While it is not his job to edit the paper, 
he was provided ample opportunity to note any 
flaws or inaccuracies. Brother Dobbs wrote an ac
companying letter under the date of March 19, 
1993, saying in part: 

Enclosed is another photocopy of an editorial 
we plan to run in the Firm Foundation . ... If 
you have comment, I would be glad to hear 
from you. . .. I sincerely regret that wholesale 
departures from truth come from the faculty 
during your administration. 

Dr. Money wrote in response under the date of 
March 29, 1993, saying in part: 

I have chosen not to take up your offer to re
spond to anything in the Firm Foundation. 
Rest assured that I have plenty to say. To dis
cuss these matters through the pages of the pa
per would require a degree of trust that I just 
do not have. Over and over you have printed 
accusations about ACU that are simply not 
true and have attacked and undermined the 
credibility of people in this institution with 
little regard for the truth. 

When Dr. Money made this response, there was 
no choice but to proceed with the open letter. It was 
essential that the brotherhood know the truth. 

The open letter noted several egregious errors. I 
named names. If those allegations were not prov
ably true, I would be subject to the judgment of God 
and punitive legal sanctions. However, the allega
tions are easily proven, and I am prepared to do so 
in any forum. Virtually everything cited comes from 
material published by ACU or Wineskins. These are 
matters of public record. 

For example, I asserted that Dr. Doug Foster 
"modified the words of a Landmark Baptist and at
tributed them to David Lipscomb." Please note 
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the entire quote from the Baptist preacher, which 
Dr. Foster attributed to David Lipscomb. I have put 
the words omitted from the quotation in italics: 

There is no one thing taught with greater 
clearness in the New Testament, than that the 
new birth precedes and qualifies for baptism. 
It is Christian baptism in one sense, because 
it is the baptism of a Christian, and not of 
sinner. Faith unites and makes us one with 
Christ, and such a believer is a Christian, and 
saved, not with a conditional but with an ever
lasting salvation, and can never perish, and 
no one in heaven or earth can separate him 
from the love of God. 

Dr. Foster admitted he mistakenly attributed 
those words to brother Lipscomb. However, the 
problem is much more complex than mistakenly as
signing the quotation. He has not explained how he 
handled the original sentences, as he had to have 
handled them, in order to produce the quotation that 
he published. He has not explained how a man with 
his credentials could have missed seeing that severe 
problems of historical accuracy and religious inter
pretation were present. His use of the modified quo
tation in a polemic piece without the use of an ellip
sis to indicate the omission of words, magnifies his 
responsibility in the matter. Dr. Foster was not mis
represented. Dr. Foster did misrepresent David Lip
scomb. Consequently, the only libel that occurred 
was self-inflicted. 

In each of the instances cited in my open letter 
to Dr. Money, the accusations are provable. In each 
instance they represent matters that are dangerous 
to the cause of Christ. We do not enjoy controversy 
nor the hurt, embarrassment, and estrangement that 
it sometimes causes. But error cannot be allowed to 
corrupt the church. Those who teach must meet a 
higher standard because of the potential for harm
ing the innocent (Ja. 3:1). Let us be careful to say 
and write only those things that are provably true. 
When legitimate questions arise, let us make our 
case instead of whining that those who question us 
are guilty of libel. 

The other side of this question deals with the 
imperative of being fair and accurate, especially in 
our dealings with another Christian (John 13:34-
35). When damaging things are said which are not 
provably true, criminal libel has occurred. 

12 ~::~~:nd~t~!! 

For example, Dr. Money has made libelous 
statements about Buster Dobbs. Note again his 
statement of 3-29-93: "Over and over you have 
printed accusations about ACU that are simply not 
true and have attacked and undermined the credibil
ity of people in this institution with little regard for 
the truth." In response to a letter of concern Dr. 
Money wrote on 10-1-92: "I regret that your sole 
source of information is the Firm Foundation. I 
cannot tell you how distrustful and disgusted I am 
about the whole situation that Buster Dobbs has 
concocted." On 3-2-93 Money wrote: "I will tell 
you with all the force I can muster that what Buster 
Dobbs said about Professor Andre Resner is a lie." 
On 3-26-93 in yet another letter Money wrote: "I 
would hasten to say that I hope you are not get
ting your information from the Firm Foundation. 
That account that the editor has written is full of 
distortions." 

Dr. Money's accusations against brother Dobbs 
are not provably true. He made libelous accusations 
and cannot establish the validity of what he has 
written. No one associated with the Firm Founda
tion has lied aboutACU. The errors exposed are not 
concocted. Truth has not been distorted. Brother 
Money's words are criminally libelous. 

We will not be intimidated by shameful deeds 
or ugly words, but we are deeply saddened to see 
brethren thus debase themselves. We will continue 
to oppose vigorously every falsehood in every hon
orable way. Listen as the armies of God gird for war 
(Eph. 6:10-18). See his banner floating proudly on 
the breeze. Hear the thundering hooves of his war 
stallions (Rev. 19: 11-18). 

Let your words be true! P.O. Box 411 
Livingston, TX 77351 
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A Dialogue - 2 

Royce Money, President of Abilene Christian University 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Editor of the Firm Foundation 
(Brother Money's portion of this dialogue was first printed in a pamphlet he wrote and that was widely 

distributed at the request of the trustees of Abilene Christian University. His brochure, therefore, represents 
the official position of the school. For the purpose of this discussion, we are merely reprinting what brother 
Money and the board have broadcast.) 

Money: We must realize that unity does not 
mean uniformity of belief. It never has; it never 
will. Unity must be forged from a diversity of belief 
that is beyond the essential core beliefs of Chris
tianity. Obviously, I believe in the existence of es
sential beliefs that are taught by the New Testament 
upon which we all must stand. The most central and 
obvious is the one Peter confessed in our text -
Jesus is the Son of God. 

Dobbs: "Unity does not mean uniformity of be
lief. " (?) "Unity must be forged from a diversity of 
belief. " (?) Diversity means "different, dissimilar, 
varied" Are you telling us, Doctor Money, that 
unity means different, dissimilar, varied belief? 
Jesus prayed not only for the apostles, but "for 
them also that believe on me through their word" 
(John 17:20). Belief also comes from the word of 
Jesus. "So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by 
the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17). If you had said 
diversity in opinion and human tradition, that would 
have been sensible. But you said "diversity in be
lief." Jesus prayed for those who believed on him 
because of the word of the apostles "that they may 
all be one,· even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be in us: that the world may 
believe that thou didst send me" (John 17:21). You 
suggest "central beliefs" and then a "most central 
belief." Are the central beliefs as important as the 
most central one? 

Money: I believe in the essential nature of 
believer's baptism to wash away sins and to 
obtain the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Our 
worship should consist of a cappella singing, and 
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worship led by Christian men in an orderly way. 
I spell out these to you because I recently read 
in a brotherhood publication that the ACU presi
dent apparently saw all of these beliefs as optional. 
I do not. 

Dobbs: The word should can be used to express 
probability and is not as strong as must. Brother 
Money, is it a sin to use mechanical instruments of 
music in worship of God? Is it possible for a pious, 
unimmersed adult to have the promise of salvation? 
Will the good people of all denominations be 
saved? Is there one church comprised of all the 
saved of all the earth? 

Money: The seven-fold unity that the Spirit 
gives, according to Ephesians 4, is non-negotiable. 
Interestingly, Paul says there that we are to "make 
every effort" to maintain this unity that the Spirit 
creates "in the bond of peace." 

In reading some of our brotherhood papers, 
"peace" is not the first word that springs into my 
mind. 

Dobbs: Paul speaks of "one" faith. You speak 
of "diversity in belief." Paul speaks of "one" 
church. You speak of "the central core beliefs of the 
New Testament. " Is the one church a part of the es
sential core beliefs of the New Testament? Are you 
saying that denominationalism is sinful? Brother 
Money, when I read your savage criticism of broth
erhood papers and your militant call for radicals to 
be marked and avoided, peace is not the first word 
that springs into my mind. By the way, Doctor 
Money, what teaching in the New Testament is ne
gotiable? 



Money: We must determine the essentials of 
faith apart from traditions, customs, comfort and 
personal preference. Here's a lesson of history: the 
longer we exist as a distinctive Christian movement 
to restore New Testament Christianity, the more dif
ficult this goal will become. 

There is a vast difference between tradition and 
traditionalism. Traditions are good and necessary. 
Traditionalism lifts tradition to the level of doctrine 
and draws lines of fellowship. May the Lord help us 
to know the difference. 

Dobbs: We ought not to exist as a Christian 
movement to restore New Testament Christianity. 

We exist as a church - the body of Jesus. Question: 
Did Paul lift tradition to the level of traditionalism 
when he wrote, "Now we command you, brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye with
draw yourselves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, and not after the tradition which they 
received of us" (2 Thess. 3:6 ). Did the inspired 
apostle make tradition a line of fellowship? Maybe 
we ought to have a longer debate on tradition. 

(This disputation will continue in the next 
issue.) 

The Book of Jonah 
''Fish Story" or Genuine ffistory? 

By Wayne Jackson 

E dwin Settle, retired college professor and 
minister (with a doctorate from Yale Di
vinity School), recently directed a sharp attack 

against the book of Jonah. His ill-conceived article 
titled "Jonah's Big Fish Story Teaches Important 
Lesson," contains the following charge: "The book 
of Jonah cannot be accepted as history" (Settle, p. 
B-4). Professor Settle then proceeded to list several 
inaccuracies allegedly contained in the book. These 
are: (1) It is incredible that one could be alive for 
three days in a fish's belly. (2) It is unlikely that a 
city would so unanimously respond to the preach
ing of someone of a different language and religion. 
(3) Jonah speaks of "weeds wrapped about (his) 
head," which does not fit the description of being 
inside a fish. ( 4) While there was a king of Assyria, 
there was no "king of Nineveh" as suggested in the 
book. (5) Describing Nineveh as a city of "three 
days journey" is erroneous; the metropolis was not 
nearly so large. In spite of these supposed blunders, 
Dr. Settle contends that there are valuable spiritual 
truths in the book of Jonah, e.g., nations ought to 
live peaceably with one another, etc. He suggests 
that we learn from the lessons of this ancient docu
ment and allow them to motivate us toward a higher 

level of human existence. Prior to giving some con
sideration to the accusations contained in Settle's 
article, a couple of preliminary observations are in 
order. First, it is certainly a curious twist of logic 
that contends one can be motivated toward a ma
turer level of spiritual responsibility by reflecting 
upon a narrative that is filled with lies. How does 
error encourage truth? That makes no sense what
ever. Second, if the book of Jonah is actually a ficti
tious account with no historical basis, what does 
this do to the credibility of Jesus of Nazareth? The 
Lord plainly declared that Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the belly of the great fish (Matt. 
12:40). He even argued that this was a topological 
preview of his confinement in the tomb for the 
same period of time. If the episode regarding Jonah 
never happened, Christ reasoned falsely, and his di
vine status is clearly impeached. But let us consider 
the professor's charges. 

1. Is it "incredible" that Jonah could have sur
vived for three days in the fish's belly? Only if di
vine intervention is incredible. The fact is, the 
record clearly states that "God prepared a great fish 
to swallow up Jonah" (1:17). The objection smacks 
of an atheistic mentality. That aside, even from a 
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strictly naturalistic viewpoint, survival after being 
swallowed by a huge fish is not impossible. In the 
late 1920s a seaman was swallowed by a large 
sperm whale in the vicinity of the Falkland 
Islands. Mter three days he was recovered uncon
scious but alive, though he had some damage to his 
skin (Harrison, p. 907). 

2. Is it "unlikely" that such a mass conversion 
co.uld have taken place? Perhaps. But "unlikely" is 
not "impossible." The question is: Are we dealing 
with a credible historical document? If there is no 
logical reason to doubt the historicity of the book of 
Jonah, then its testimony as to the moral reforma
tion on the part of the Ninevites must stand. There 
is no evidence against such a concept. We should 
also remind ourselves that Jesus Christ affirmed 
that the people of Nineveh did, in fact, repent (Matt. 
12:41). Frankly, the Lord has a bit more credibility 
than any modem critic who has abandoned his con
fidence in the Bible, if indeed he ever had any. 

3. Is Jonah's description of "weeds" about his 
head inconsistent with his sojourn in the fish's 
belly? It apparently never occurred to Dr. Settle that 
the prophet's declaration regarding the "weeds" 
could have been descriptive of his descent into the 
murky waters prior to actually being swallowed by 
the sea creature. Or it is not impossible that Jonah 
could have been consumed along with a quantity of 
seaweed. This objection is truly one of desperation 
that simply refuses to consider a reasonable ap
proach to the inspired text. 

4. But what of the objection that there was no 
"king of Nineveh." First, it overlooks a common 
biblical usage by which a capital city sometimes 
stands for the nation itself. Hence the "king of Sa
maria" (1 Kings 21: 1) is the equivalent of the king 
of Israel, and the "king of Damascus" (2 Chron. 
24:23) is the same as the king of Syria. Moreover, 
whereas Assyria at times exercised significant do
minion, "at this stage the Assyrian king exercised 
absolute control over a very limited region centered 
on Nineveh - hence the designation 'king of 
Nineveh"' (Alexander, p. 60). This objection is 
without validity. 

5. Was Nineveh a city "of three days journey" 
(3:3). Since archaeological excavations have shown 
that Nineveh was about eight miles in circumfer-
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ence, it is argued that it would not have taken "three 
days" to walk through, or around, the city. What 
our critical friend fails to realize, however, is that 
the term city actually .encompassed a larger region 
than the territory within the walls proper. 
In Genesis 10 we note, "Out of that land he went 
forth into Assyria, and builded Nineveh and Calah 
(the same is the great city)" (vv. 10, 11). C.F. Keil 
notes that these four places composed a large 
"composite city" consisting of "a range of towns, to 
which the name of the (well-known) great city of 
Nineveh was applied" (Keil p. 167). 

When those who are consumed with modernis
tic presumptions assert that there are mistakes in 
the sacred volume, they reveal that the problem is 
with their own limited knowledge. 

Notes 
Alexander, Desmond (1988), "Jonah," Tyndale Old Tes

tament Commentaries, D.J. Wiseman, Ed. (Downer's Grove, 
IL: Inter-Varsity Press). 

Keil, C.F. (1980 Reprint), The Pentateuch (Grand Rap
ids: Eerdmans). 

Harrison, R.K. (1969), Introduction to the Old Testament 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Settle, Edwin (1993), "Jonah's Big Fish Story Teaches 
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SOULS NOT CARDS DRIVE 
1993-1994 

Share the light of the gospel of medical evangelism to those in darkness. 

CHIMALA MISSION AND HOSPITAL 
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HOSPITAL NEEDS 
Laundry washers ........................... $7,500 
Children's ward ................................ 4,000 
Paint and repair ............................... 6,500 

MISSION NEEDS 
New hydram water pump ...... .. ...... $9,000 
Homes for African doctors ............ 13,000 
Shipping and travel fund ............... 12,000 
Upgrade two vehicles - each .. ......... 7,500 

Preacher students 

Sick baby 

• Two-year preacher-training school. 
• Ten graduating students going into 

big cities to establish the church. 
• 123 baptisms so far this year. 
• Printing press installed. 

Once a year Chimala Mission and Hospital ask for a special contribution from individuals and 
congregations to help with this great work. We ask you to give the amount you spend on 
Christmas cards and postage money or its equivalent for its needs. Your gift of love can make this 
great work possible. The needs are great for these souls at stake. Will you please help? 

Send contributions to: 
Seagoville Church of Christ • 510 N. Kaufman St. • Seagoville, Texas 75159 • (214) 287-2036 

November 1993 17 
Firm Foundation 



In Christ -2 
By Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

T he marvelous blessing of being in Christ was 
portrayed in the initial article of this ex
tended series. Several great passages were 

quoted relative to this strikingly beautiful blessing. 
Now we turn to another facet - a negative consid
eration. 

The Sad, Pitiful State of One Out of Christ 
What it means to be in Christ is heightened and 

sharpened by contemplation of what it means to be 
out of Christ. This is the sad state of the alien; it is 
also the sad state of one who formerly was in Christ 
but has apostatized, and no longer loves and serves 
him, having lost his link with the Lord of life. 

Several of the Pauline epistles depict one who 
knows not the Lord or who has rejected him after 
once knowing and obeying the system of truth that 
saves. 

The Galatian epistle speaks this way in marvel
ous fashion. We come into Christ by baptism (Gal. 
3:27). In that act we put on the Christ. By gospel 
obedience we become Christ's; we become Abra
ham's spiritual seed; we become heirs according to 
the Abrahamic promise (Gen. 12:3; Gal. 3:29). The 
implications from this leap up from Galatians 3:27, 
29. If we are not in Christ, we have not put Christ 
on; we do not belong to him; we are not clothed 
with him; we are not Abraham's spiritual seed 
(Gen. 12:3); we are not heirs according to the 
Abrahamic promise. In Galatians 2: 16ff Paul 
teaches justification "by the faith of Christ." This 
means that it is found in the gospel, or the "one 
faith" of Ephesians 4:5 and Jude 3. Justification is, 
therefore, in Christ - not out of Christ. This being 
the case, then no one, absolutely no one, is justified 
who is out of Christ. 

Spiritual life is in Christ - not out of him. Paul 
so stated in precious, picturesque language in Gala
tians 2:20. Paul was not alive in Christ in Acts 7 
when he witnessed Stephen's stoning. He was not 
living in Christ when he consented to his death and 
made havoc of the church as reported in the early 
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verses of Acts 8. He was not alive in the Lord when 
he sought to imprison every Christian man and 
woman he could find in the Jerusalem area. He was 
not a recipient of spiritual life in Christ when he left 
Jerusalem for Damascus "breathing out threatening 
and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord" 
(Acts 9:1). He was not in the Lord when he was do
ing many things contrary to the name of the Christ: 
when he was shutting the saints up in prison giving 
his consent to their death, punishing them in every 
synagogue, attempting to make them blaspheme 
God, being constantly mad against them, and perse
cuting them even into foreign cities (Acts 26:9-11 ). 
While so engaged, Paul could not have written and 
would not have written Galatians in general or Ga
latians 2:20 in particular. 

Galatians chapter four talks of the pitiful plight 
of the Galatians prior to their accepting and obeying 
Christ. Note what is said in Galatians 4:8, "Howbeit 
then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto 
them which by nature are no gods." Outside of 
Christ they did not know God. Before they were in 
Christ, they were pagan idolaters. They yielded ser
vice to what they thought were gods but in reality 
were dead idols -lifeless deities, objects that could 

Triumph and Tragedy 
-edited by Paul Vaughn-

• Development of the churches of Christ in much of cen
tral and eastern Kentucky. 

• Shows the development of digression and apostasy in 
an entire region. 

• We must learn from history, or that which happened in 
Kentucky, not only may, but will occur in every place 
where the Lord's church now flourishes. 
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297 Picnic Hill Rd. • Jackson, Kentucky 41339 

(606) 666-5628 



not see, hear, nor bless them. In Galatians 4:9 Paul 
mourns over the fact that they were being swayed 
away from the Savior. They were upon the threshold 
of turning "again to the weak and beggarly ele
ments, where unto ye desire again to be in bond
age." The implication is plain. They were about to 
return to what they knew when they were outside 
Christ. This was the sinful sphere of weak and beg
garly elements; it was the sinful state of spiritual 
bondage and galling serfdom. 

Galatians chapter five speaks of liberty in the 
Lord. In Christ is freedom; in the Lord is liberty 
(Gal. 5:1,13). Outside of him there is bondage; 
there is no liberty. 

Those once in Christ can apostatize from him. 
The Galatians were about to do this. If they forsook 
Christ to return to Judaism, Christ would be of no 
profit to them (Gal. 5:2); they would fall away from 
grace (Gal. 5:4). Peter says the state of the apostate 
is worse than that of the alien who never knew God 
(2 Pet. 2:20-22). 

To be outside Christ is to major in the works of 
the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21). To be in Christ means 
to major in the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). I 
shall say more about this in the next installment of 
this extended study. o 64 P. . Box4 

Ripley, TN 38063 
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Remembering ACC 
By Bob Cruse 

I n the fall of 1946, a 22-year-old Pan 
Handle farm boy enrolled in Abilene Christian 
College. He was "country to the core" having 

been nurtured to manhood by godly Christian par
ents but bewildered and confused by three and one
half years of Navy life during World War II. 

The spiritual aura around "the hill" captivated 
him immediately. He immersed himself in his 
studies for a long time, seldom surfacing for expo
sure to any kind of social life, drinking in the 
"heavenly" a cappella music during "chapel" each 
morning and taking into his heart the words of 
Jesus Christ offered humbly, yet forcefully, by 
brother (not Doctor) James F. Cox, his freshman 
Bible professor. 

Here was a true Christian gentleman and 
scholar. With the exception of his mother, brother 
Cox reached into this young man's heart more 
deeply than any other person ever had. But there 
was much more to come. 

Brother Charles H. Roberson took up where 
brother Cox left off. Sophomore Bible, in those 
days, was 'The Teachings of Christ." Brother 
Roberson expounded the subject matter with zest 
and scholarship. Having earned the title of "Dr." he 
never claimed it or used it. His thin, gray hair and 

the "whistle" as he spoke the s sounds betrayed his 
age, but the softness of his voice, the sparkle in his 
eyes, and the smile on his lips never did. He talked 
humbly about the Son of God as if he had been with 
him - as he was only a few years later. 

Among the young man's other Bible professors 
during four winters and summers at ACC were R.C. 
Bell and Homer Hailey. Other names have been for
gotten. But what has not been forgotten is that none 
of these men even hinted at a disbelief in any doc
trine of the Bible. True, they knew ACC's charter 
under which they operated, and they knew it would 
be strictly enforced. But their loyalty was to God 
and his Word, not to the charter. They were believ
ers and scholars. 

Neither this young man nor his parents were 
ever concerned that godless evolution might be 
taught in one of his biology classes. They had no 
fear that an ACC Bible professor would write an ar
ticle denying the virgin birth, have it published in a 
religious paper, and afterward receive the support 
of the president of ACC. They were supremely con
fident that if a situation ever arose in which ACC's 
charter was violated in letter or in spirit, it would be 
handled quickly and decisively by brother Don H. 
Morris. 
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The young man of our story, nearing his prom
ised three score and 10 years, has seen the passing 
of Don Morris. Since then, he has seen men and 
women, lacking the character to stand for the truth 
of God's Word, come from ACU into our churches 
which is the only force able to make us "one" 
again. 

Our friend and his wife through many years of 
happy marriage always dreamed of sending their 
four beautiful daughters to ACC. But these dreams 
were dashed by continual rumblings from "the 
hill." When the time came, these parents reluctantly 
yet lovingly chose another Christian college for 
their daughters. 

Now, they wonder about the grandchildren. Will 
ACU return to the spiritual greatness of the oldACC 
before they are ready for college? Will all the uncer
tainties aboutACU be erased by then? That's an up
hill dream but not a totally impossible one. 

It would take only a few Don-Morris-like 
strokes by Dr. Money, fully supported by the trust
ees (or vice versa), to remove the doubts that our 
grandchildren would be spiritually safe under their 
tutelage. Then, and only then, can these grandpar
ents and the thousands of other grandparents like 
them lend their support to ACU again. 

112 Wood Haven Court 
Red Oak, TX 75115 
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Among the Scholars 1 
By David W. Hester 

A Christian Scholars Conference was held on 
the campus of Harding University July 22-
24 of this year. The theme of the meeting 

was worship. Professors from several of our Chris
tian universities participated, as did men who are 
not connected with any of "our" schools. 

Some of the participants were guilty of effete 
snobbery. A distinction was made between "spe
cialists" (themselves) and "nonspecialists" (those 
who do not have advanced degrees). In a conversa
tion between two of these litterateurs concerning a 
book critical of the "new hermeneutic," one of 
these sages huffed, "That's what happens when a 
lawyer tries to do theology." 

References to Scripture were sparse. More time 
was spent in quoting neo-orthodox and evangelical 
scholars than the Bible. 

Another area of concern was the language used 
by these pedants. Over and over the phrases 
church renewal and worship renewal were declared. 
What was interesting about this was the amount 
of time spent in bashing "traditionalism" as op
posed to giving a clear picture of what the church 
should be. 

I also detected a condescending attitude toward 
the man in the pew. Solomon said, "A little learning 
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is a dangerous thing." Paul said of some of his day, 
"ever learning, and never able to come to a knowl
edge of the truth" (2 Tim. 3 :7), and "professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools." 

The area of most concern, however, was the 
false doctrines which were promoted. The lectures I 
attended contained a "smorgasbord" of deviations 
from the Truth. 

Among such doctrines were: an expanded role 
for women in the church (radical feminism), false 
teaching on marriage, divorce, remarriage, and spe
cial music in the worship (choirs, solos). 

Perhaps the most drastic perversion of Truth 
came from an advocate of radical feminism. He 
pressed for a rethinking of the nature of God to ac
commodate the "feminine" side of the church. This 
"wise man" claimed that a view of God which 
thinks and addresses the Creator as exclusively 
male is "an idolatrous image." He also claimed 
that, although Jesus addressed God as Father, it 
"probably" was not the only way in which he 
thought of God. 

Well, now! We have a man of letters who pur
ports to read the mind of the Son of Man and know 
he sympathizes with those who wish to use "non
sexist" language in addressing Deity. Never mind 



that the original language of both Old and New Tes
taments addresses Deity with masculine pronouns. 
Did Bible writers have "an idolatrous image" of Je
hovah? 

It insults the intelligence of faithful brethren to 
think that man can make the Almighty an idolatrous 
image! The pundit claimed the reason for saying 
such is that there are many rape victims and spousal 
abuse cases in our churches. All of that can be 
cured if we call God "she." 

It was also claimed that, if we do not bow to the 
will of this feminist, we will "lose a whole genera
tion of young women and young people from our 
churches." This offends the sensibilities of all clear
headed brethren. It also reveals the agenda behind 
such pabulum. If one gains the "hearts and minds" 
of the young, he will have captured an entire 
generation. 

The most curious doctrine promoted was con
cerning marriage, divorce, and remarriage. The per
son promoting it said that "fornication" in 
Matthew 19:9 does not refer to any sexual sin, but 
only to incest! His proof? Recent finds from the 
Dead Sea Scrolls indicate that in some cases, 
the word translated "fornication" can refer to in
cest! Never mind what respected Greek authorities 
say about the word; look hard enough, and you'll 
find "proor'! 

One doctrine that dominated the conference the 
last morning was special music in worship. This 
conclusion was assumed to be axiomatic: The first
century church employed choirs and solos; there
fore, we in the modem church may have them in 
our worship of God. When one looks at the reasons 
given, he is at first puzzled as to the curious logic 
and then amused at the absurdity of the claim. 

Those who set out to prove the case turned to 
1 Corinthians 14:26 and declared triumphantly, 
''The church at Corinth had those who brought a 
psalm; therefore, they had special music at Corinth, 
and so may we!" They misuse the verse. Paul says 
some brought "a doctrine, tongue, revelation, inter
pretation." These items are of the miraculous and 
relate to Paul's discussion of spiritual gifts. 

The spontaneous character of the manifesta
tions is graphically indicated. There was no 
lack of persons eager to manifest some gift. 

But perhaps the Apostle intimates that they 
do not come to public worship quite in the 
right spirit. This readiness to come to the front 
would be sure to lead to abuse unless carefully 
controlled. What they ought to be eager to do 
is to use their gifts for the good of all. This is 
the optima norma. But we cannot safely infer 
that we have here the order in which the mani
festations commonly took place at Corinth, -
first a psalm, then instruction, and so on. Com
pare the account of Christian assemblies in 
Tertullian (Apol. 39). The account of the 
Therapeutae ought not to be quoted in illus
tration, still less as Philo's: the peri biou 
theoretikou is possibly a Christian fiction, and 
perhaps wholly imaginative .... It is remarkable 
that there is no propheteian echei. Was that gift 
so despised at Corinth that those who pos
sessed it did not often come forward? 
(Archibald Robertson and Alfred Plummer, 
International Critical Commentary, First 
Corinthians, 2nd ed., T & T Clark, Edinburgh, 
1967, p. 20-21). 

Did the scholars at Searcy not have access to 
this as well as many other sources which would tell 
them that their interpretation of the verse is highly 
spurious? Also, ridicule was heaped upon those who 
say Ephesians 5: 19 and Colossians 3: 16 are refer
ring to congregational singing only and not to solo 
or choir singing. 

One must assume that the licentiates did not do 
their homework. Several respected Greek authori
ties are unanimous in opinion about the pronouns in 
the two verses. Dana and Mantey classify them as 
"reciprocal, reflexive pronouns" and list the verses 
as examples. They also mention "an interchange of 
the action signified in the verb" (p. 132). Machen 
agrees (p. 154) and Summers, too (p. 120). 

Als~, consider this. The two epistles were ad
dressed to "the saints ... saints at Colossae" (Eph. 
1:1; Col. 1:2). In addition, they were to be read to 
the church assembled (Col. 4:16; Eph. 6:21-22). 
How in the world could the brethren in the two cit
ies have gotten the idea that Paul intended for them 
to have choirs, solos, and the like? To ask is to 
answer. 

This is but a taste of what I experienced at 
Harding. There is more to this story. Rt. 4• Box 138 

Tuscumbia, AL 35674 
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Potpourri ........... . 

T he Firm Foundation is like Old Man River 
- it just keeps on rolling along. We are 
determined to follow Northwestern's Medill 

School of Journalism's dictum about keeping copy 
"tight, light, bright and (most of all) right." Sub
scriptions are up. Interest is keen. Religious liberals 
are in disarray. 

• The sweet, kind, tolerant, permissive, broad
minded, non-judgmental liberals in the church have 
vomited a vicious, scurrilous attack on the reputa
tions of "defenders of the faith." Being unable 
to contend lawfully on the high-ground of open 
discussion, they retreat to the low-ground of integ
rity assassination. They murder characters to kill 
time. They put two and two together - whether 
they are or not. They have a sense of rumor. 
Shakespeare called it "foul whisperings." Shaw said 
it is "turning an earful into a mouthful." Winchell 
said it is "the art of saying nothing in a way that 
leaves nothing unsaid." God said, "Their throat is an 
open sepulchre; With their tongues they have used 
deceit: The poison of asps is under their lips." 

We invite Royce Money, Carroll Osburn, 
Darryl Tippens, Andre Resner, Rubel Shelly, Tom 
Olbricht, Harold Hazelip and such like to meet 
with us on the summit of Zion and discuss the 
issues. We are not asking you to come down to 
the plains of Ono, but to come up to the clear, 
pure, bright-blue atmosphere of fair and honest 
discussion. Let's talk about the role of women, 
the nature of true worship, the virgin birth of 
Jesus, the one church, and the inerrancy of 
the Bible. We can also discuss homosexuals and 
other fornicators. We implore you to stay away 
from mudslinging and discuss the Bible. We 
strongly suspect that our answer will be scrutinized 
silence. 

Anyhow, we tum our faces to the future and ur
gently preach the Word when they like it and when 
they don't like it, and "contend earnestly for 
the faith once for all delivered to the saints." Before 

God, what else can we do? We thank God for 
the growing number of saints who acclaim "speak
ing where the Bible speaks, and being silent where 
the Bible is silent." 

• Thank you for every word of encouragement. 
God knows, we need it. The way is weary and long. 
The sleeping giant must soon awake. Readers 
say: ''The Firm Foundation is like a Wednesday 
night Bible class - a charge of power in midweek. 
... We love the Firm Foundation and those who are 
responsible for its production .... Each issue is read 
with interest. ... Keep up the good work. . .. Please 
renew my subscription. . .. My wife and I will con
tinue to pray for your efforts .... I don't plan tore
new my subscription because there is too 
much negative thinking and articles in the paper. 
I realize there must be a watchdog. ... I appre
ciate the work you do in publishing the Firm Foun
dation. I look forward to receiving it each 
month .... Keep up the great work .... I appreciate so 
much your responding to the departures from 
the truth which are taking place at ACU .... Keep on 
contending for the faith." 

This is a sample of the great volume of mail 
we receive. Thank you! Thank you! We need all 
the encouragement we can get! We have lately 
been splattered with mudballs. Your expressions 
of appreciation for our sacrificial service are 
the balm of Gilead for our wounds. The battle is 
hard, the way is long, but we are confident of 
"victory in Jesus." Truth will out! 

Scholarship 

• Russell L. Ackoff says, 

I once had a brilliant student ... who wrote a 
highly technical thesis. I asked him to assume 
that I was an ordinary corporate manager. 
Would he explain the thesis briefly? He went 
to the blackboard and begin to cover it with 
mathematical symbols. I stopped him to re
mind him that I was an ordinary manager, not 
a mathematician. After a long pause he said, 'I 
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don't understand what I've done well enough 
to explain it in nontechnical language.' 

Unless people can express themselves in ordinary 
English, they don't know what they are talking 
about (Source: Reader~ Digest, July 1993). 

Eugene Woodrow Freeze 
• Born September 18, 1912, and departed this 

world August 19, 1993. He was a faithful and loyal 
gospel preacher and an elder of the Hillcrest 
Church of Christ in Oklahoma City. He attended 
Harding College. He will be missed by family and 
friends but not forgotten. 

ACLU 
• The American Civil Liberties Union calls the 

religious right the "re-emergence of a massively ... 
dangerous political force .... Their goal? To elect 
'pro-family Christians' ... at the state and local lev-
els." The aim of the ACLU is "to prevent discrimi
nation against gay men and lesbians and to preserve 
the reproductive rights." The ACLU fears the reli
gious right because "they succeeded in making dis
crimination against gay men and lesbians legal in 
Colorado." A spokesman for the wild-eyed liberal 
union said: 

What we face today is an energetic ultra
right-wing religious movement ... against the 
rights of gay people to be free from criminal 
prosecution and against a woman's right tore
productive choice ... the ACLU must go into 
courtrooms all across America to block ... at
tempts to distribute the Bible (Source: a fund
raising letter mailed by the ACLU). 

These lawyers, like Ephraim, are a "cake not 
turned." The greatest fear of these baby killers is 
that people will read and believe the Bible. We 
ought to be afraid of AIDS. Christians kill no one. 
AIDS is killing multiplied thousands. Gary L. 
J armin observed: 

Virtually all the world's major religions con
demn homosexuality as immoral and sinful. ... 
When the government, however, says 'gay is 
okay,' it is saying in blunt terms, 'Your reli
gious belief is wrong and we are now going to 
force you to discard those views and embrace 
something you find spiritually abhorrent. 

Most AIDS victims are sexually-active male ho
mosexuals or drug users employing hypodermic 
needles. The fallout of this wicked and illegal be-
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havior will come down on the heads of innocent 
people. Fear AIDS! Fear sodomites and dopers! 
Fear those who are contaminating America and cor
rupting our morals ... not Christians! 

Question 
• "Did you go to high school?" (White House 

Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers, discussing "sin" 
taxes, to CNN's Wolf Blitzer, after the reporter 
asked the difference between beer and wine and 
hard liquor.) 

Quotation 
• "Spare us from attempting to build the king

dom of God without the King." 

Religion 
• Don Feder (Human Events, Sept. 11, 1993) 

says that mainline Protestant churches have loboto
mized themselves and are in a chronic vegetative 
state. The latest evidence of an inveterate death 
wish is the admission of a witch to membership in 
the Salem (Mass.) Religious Leaders Association. 
Randy Wilkinson, rector of St. Peter's Episcopal 
Church says the move is a recognition of a "valid 
faith tradition." If witchcraft is a "valid faith tradi
tion," what isn't? -the priestess of LA's Church of 
the Most High Goddess, who says she slept with 
2,700 men in "sin-cleansing rituals" (at $100 a 
throw), the poultry-sacrificing Santeria cult, or L. 
Ron Humbug's Tabernacle of Extraterrestrials? 
Mainliners aren't merely tolerant of idolatry; the 
churches themselves are steeped in paganism. Since 
the fall of communism, they've turned from libera
tion theology to a feminist-goddess creed and envi
ronmentalist nature worship. At the last assembly 

" ... by thelr fruits ye shall know them.'' Matt. 7=20 



of the World Council of Churches, a Presbyterian 
theologian rejected the "macho warrior God" of the 
Bible in favor of the Asian goddess Kwan In. John 
Brown Campbell, head of the National Council of 
Churches, compares family-values advocates to 
pre-Civil War apologists for slavery. Paul Sherry, 
president of the United Churches of Christ, called 
the gay rights march on Washington, where topless 
lesbians and male transvestites cavorted on the 
Mall, a "marvelous moment." A 1990 report by a 
Presbyterian task force urged setting aside rules re
stricting sex to marriage for a standard based on 
"whether the relationship is responsible, the dy
namic is genuinely mutual, and the loving full of 
joyful caring." Typical of those who teach at main
line seminaries is John Spong, Episcopal bishop of 
Newark, N.J., who denies the Christian concepts of 
the virgin birth, the bodily resurrection of Jesus, 
and charges the Torah contains a "vicious tribal 
code of ethics," and pronounces Paul a "self-loath
ing" homosexual. 

That's the drift. If liberal brothers in the 
churches of Christ continue in the direction of their 
present ramble, they will be full-fledged members 
of the mainline Protestant churches in short order. 

Twenty Pentecostals Packed in a Car 
• Newsweek (Sept. 7, 1993) says Vinton, La. 

police found 20 passengers packed in a car, they 
were all naked. Sammy Rodriguez, an Assembly of 
God preacher from Floydada, Tex., told police he 
and his family fled in their four cars because the 
devil was coming. Along the way they decided their 
clothes were "possessed" and left them, with three 
cars that had run out of gas, on the roadside. 
Squeezing five people in the trunk, they ventured 
on. When police tried to pull over the curious car, 
Sammy sped into the woods and struck a tree. Now 
he faces charges, while his family, having fled from 
a nearby shelter, is at large in the Louisiana woods. 

We wonder if there is much difference in the 20 
naked Pentecostals and Rubel Shelly's nutty idea 
that worship ought to be directed by direct, extra
biblical influence of the Holy Spirit. 

The church must be open to the invigorating 
presence of the Spirit's fresh breezes .... When 
the Spirit of God is present, it will not always 
be possible to determine the atmosphere in ad-

vance. Leaders may intend and prepare for a 
service of one sort, and God may bring about 
another end to his glory .... We dare to offer a 
few suggestions about areas crying out for cre
ative and Spirit-guided attention (The Second 
Incarnation, pp. 132, 135). 

"But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach unto you any gospel other than that 
which we preached unto you, let him be anathema" 
(Gal. 1:8). 

Art 
• New York's Whitney Museum (recipient of 

$302,000 from U.S. taxpayers) exhibition featured: 
(1) a 3-foot mound of "synthetic" excrement, (2) a 
dismembered sculpture of two women having oral 
sex, (3) a movie (titled A Spy) that portrays Jesus as 
a woman exposing her breasts, and ( 4) a film by 
porn-star, Annie Sprinkle, titled The Sluts and God
desses Video Workshops, or How to Be a Sex God
dess in 101 Easy Steps. 

Psychotherapy 
• Those most likely to enter therapy are "fe

male, white, educated, well paid and divorced, 
separated, or never married," according to a study 
by John Vessey and Kenneth Howard. Dr. Hans 
Strupp from Vanderbilt University said that "psy
chotherapy works best for those who need it least." 
Letters to U. S. News & World Report (June 5, 
1993), responding to the article, "Does Therapy 
Work? include the following remark: 

I am convinced psychotherapy and its practi
tioners will one day be rightfully viewed as 
soothsayers, fortune tellers, shamans, and as
trologers. People will wonder how civilized 
individuals were naive enough to give such 
therapy any credence. 

Just for Grins 
• Publisher Alfred Regnery sent a tongue-in

cheek letter to First Lady Hillary Clinton congratu
lating her on her work with the Health Care Task 
Force and suggesting that she look carefully at a 
new rip-off. "It is my understanding that obscene, I 
mean, really obscene profits are being made in the 
barber industry, and, in fact, some people have to 
pay as much as $200 for a haircut. Why not include 
such haircuts in the health care plan?" 
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Where Did Jesus and the Apostles Teach It? 

By E. Claude Gardner 

Image ran an article in the November-December 1992 issue on page 32 with the question: "What Is the 
Pattern for a New Testament Church?" Items were listed, some of which are controversial and others that 
are not, with a place to check yes or no and give the Bible passage for the answer. Not all questions were 
included that should have been, and, therefore, I am submitting several others below. These will pinpoint 
and "bring out of the closet" the liberals and the church changers and bashers if they will honestly respond 
to the survey. Please let us hear from any who will respond with Scripture. Yes No Passage 

=====:::::::::=~== 

1. Baptism saves ................................................................................................................................. - - ------

2. Salvation is at the point of faith without obedience ...................................................................... - - ------

3. Instrumental music in worship will not send people to hell .......................................................... __ ------

4. One is saved by grace alone and cannot contribute one whit to his salvation ............................ __ ------

5. The church of Christ is a denomination ......................................................................................... __ ------

6. Fellowship should be extended to evangelical churches and their doctrines ............................... - _ ------

7. Women may publicly preach to mixed audiences .......................................................................... - _ ------

8. Women may direct the song services in mixed assemblies ........................................................... - - ------

9. Elders have no authority in any area ............................................................................................. __ ------

10. Freedom in Christ permits choosing one's own course ................................................................. __ ------

11. The new hermeneutic is the proper way to understand the Bible and 
to establish authority ....................................................................................................................... - _ ------

12. The use of logic and reasoning to establish authority should be avoided ................................... - _ ------

13. The plea to restore the church as it was in the first century is irrelevant and impossible ............ -_------

14. Jesus used the word grace in the Sermon on the Mount and in Matthew 23 ............................... - _ ------

15. The church should change to accommodate the baby boomers' desire to change the church ..... - _ ------

16. Christ should be preached and not the church ............................................................................... - _ ------

17. In the mission field we should preach Jesus and not doctrine ....................................................... - _ ------

18. The gospel and the church had their beginning in the Gospels and with 
Jesus during his personal ministry .................................................................................................. - _ ------

19. The Living Word is more important than the written Word ......................................................... __ ------

20. The Gospels are more important than Acts through Revelation . ................................................... - - ------

21. Fellowship should be extended to all who are immersed regardless of the purpose ................... - _ ------

22. Silence of the Scriptures does not prohibit a practice in the worship and work of the church ..... - - ------

23. Doctrinal purity is not as important as promoting peace and proper relationships ...................... __ ------

24. To teach baptism into the church instead of into Christ results in a sectarian view ...................... __ ------

25. To teach that baptism is a "fifth step" has obscured the decision to make 
a commitment to Christ as Lord ..................................................................................................... __ ------

26. Objective truth is less important as our guide than feelings or illumination of the 
Spirit or "inner light." ..................................................................................................................... __ ------
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~tAe~·jtAe-~?7~~. s~ 
"'V (1917-1991) 

• The World Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) ..•.•...•...•...•.•...•....•.•.•.•.•.••.•.•.•••..•.•.•. $3.00 
• Beautiful Star (13-lesson study of the book of Esther) •.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•....•.•.•.•...••.•.•.•.•.••.•.•. $2.25 
• Lord's Day Evening Sennons (printed in 1944) ................................................................ $2.00 
• Take a Little Honey with You and Other Sennons (kindness in living) .•.•.••.•.•...•...••.• $2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) .............................................. $2.00 
• 5 Minutes with the Master (50 5-minute sennons) ••...•...•.•.•••...•...•.•....•••.•.•••.•..•.•.•.•.••••••. $2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It ............................................................. $2.00 
• Great Words of the Bible, VoL 1 (study of 13 Bible words) .......................................... $2.50 
• Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 2 (study of 13 more Bible words) ................................ $2.50 
• Shakespeare's Seven Ages of Man 

or from the Cradle to the Grave (hardback) •........................•.•.•••••••.......................•.•.•.••••• $3.00 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson study) ..................•....•.•.•.•.•••.•....•.•.•.•.•.••...•.•••.•....•.•••.• $1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson study) ..................................................... $2.00 
• Editorially Speaking (collection of 50 short articles) ....................................................... $2.50 

-Some of brother Smith's books have aged, but the message the, contain will never grow old. -

Order a complete set of books for ,ourself and a friend for the special price of 
$14.95 per set plus shipping. 

Books sold inditlidually for the price listed plus shipping. 

-Finn Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, 'IX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619-

Jack Holt • H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Exchange 

December 6-10, 1993 • 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Monday 
7:00 ...... Changes in the Churches ..................... Holt 
8:00 ...... Response •.••.........•..........................•..... Dobbs 
8:20 •..... Rejoinder ........•...................................... Holt 

Tuesday 
7:00 ....•. Changes in the Churches ..................... Dobbs 
8:00 •..••• Response •...•.•.......••••..........•................. Holt 
8:20 ...... Rejoinder .......•....................................... Dobbs 

Wednesday 
Questions and Answers 

Moderated Panel Discussion 
Thursday 

7:00 ...... Dangers Confronting the Churches ...... Dobbs 
8:00 ...... Response .............................................. Holt 
8:20 ....•• Rejoinder ............................................... Dobbs 

Friday 
7:00 ...... Dangers Confronting the Churches ...... Holt 
8:00 ...... Response .............................................. Dobbs 
8:20 ...... Rejoinder .•..........•.................................. Holt 

Refugio Church of Christ 
216 Dunbar Street • Refugio, Texas 78377 

(512) 526-2854 
Royce Bell, Minister 

A~tJtud .CeclWtNkipj 
- HIMelc. -

West Coast Firm Foundation Lectureship 
Church of Christ 

977 Grant Ave. • San Lorenzo, CA 94580 

- Apdl-
Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Coventry Hills Church of Christ 
1339 S. Hanover St. • Pottstown, PA 19464 

Bob Eddy, director 

- Ju.~te-
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Northridge Church of Christ 
2211 Needmore Rd. • Dayton, OH 45414 

Fred Davis, director 

- Au.gll6t -
Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Missoula Church of Christ 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. • Missoula, MT 59802 

Noah Hackworth, director 
- SepurdM-

The Firm Foundation Lectureship 
East Ridge Church of Christ 

501 McBrien Rd. • Chattanooga, TN 37412 
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Worlh Repeating 
Compiled by Paul Sain 

Six Facts About the Bible 
There is a war being waged over the Bible. Is 

the Bible true on everything with which it deals? 
The answer you give to this important question de
termines whether you live in doubt or faith. I am 
convinced of the following facts about the Bible: 

1. It is infallible. It is perfect, flawless (Psa. 
19:7). It is such because its author is perfect. In its 
entirety, everything it says is true! 

2. It is inerrant. That is, it is accurate in every 
detail- in all its parts. "Every word is pure" (Prov. 
30:5-6). If the Bible says it, it is true! Whatever the 
subject - history, science, characters, salvation -
it is true! If the Bible is false in its account of ori
gins, how can I trust it to be true as to the relation
ship I should have with my God? 

3. It is complete. Nothing is missing! It does 
not need human addition or modification. It is not a 
book to be variously interpreted in the light of 
current experience and culture. Its teaching, 
principles, and dictums transcend culture and 
human experience. 

4. It is authoritative. Because it is perfect, in
errant, and complete - it is final. God hath spoken. 
Man must listen or suffer the consequences. It, 
by its very nature, demands obedience. 

5. It is sufficient. The Scriptures are able to 
make one wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:15). 
They are profitable for doctrine (teaching), correc
tion, instruction (2 Tim. 3: 16). 

6. It is effective. It does its job. It always has. It 

Bouseparents Needed 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 

Houseparents 
Contact 

Medina Children's Home 
Route 16, Box 75 • Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 
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will accomplish that for which it was intended (lsa. 
55: 11). That's the ultimate test. 

So the Bible is infallible in its totality, inerrant 
in all its parts, complete in what it teaches, authori
tative in its demands, sufficient in its ability, and ef
fective in what it does! This I believe and preach. 

Clarence DeLoach, Dickson, TN 
Walnut Street bulletin 

~'J Have Found the Book of the Law" 
In the days of Josiah, the high priest made are

markable discovery. "And Hilkiah, the high priest 
said unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book 
of the law in the house of the LORD. And Hilkiah 
gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it" (2 Kings 
22:8). How was it that the book of God's law came 
to be lost in the temple itself? It was lost through 
years of neglect. Wicked leaders had forsaken God 
to the point that the book of the law was lost. 

Is the church in danger of doing the same thing? 
When Christians begin to place more emphasis on 
the words of philosophers and psychologists than 
on the Word of God, they are burying the book of 
the law. The church always must go to the Bible for 
its authority in all matters. It will be our standard of 
judgment (John 12:48). It is living and powerful 
(Heb. 4:12). It is the light to guide the way (Psa. 
119:105). Let's make sure we do not lose the book 
of the law. Kevin D. Beard, Jacksonville, AR 

Bailey Street bulletin 

- Sentence Sermons -

Make sure the thing you are living for 
- is worth dying for. 

Peace is seeing a sunset and knowing 
whom to thank. 

Send material to be considered for "Worth Repeating'' to 
Paul Sain • 544 E. Madison • Pulaski, TN 38478-3411 



Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

0 n June 10 Jim Waldron 
received a telephone call 
from an official of a uni

versity southwest of Kiev. In April 
Jim had visited the university and 
had discussed the possibility of 
finding two gospel preachers who 

would move to their city and begin a Bible-training 
institute on campus. They stated they would pro
vide space for meetings and some housing for 
teachers, all free. The call was to ask if anyone had 
been found who would come and to say that Bible 
courses were being listed in the curriculum for this 
autumn. This illustrates the opportunities that are 
waiting to be snatched up in the former Soviet 
Union. 

I was in Kiev June 4-19, where I lectured daily 
in the Bible-training program on the Holy Spirit 
and the dangers of Pentecostalism. I had come at 
the invitation of the Kiev Bible Institute. It meets 
on the campus of the Kiev Polytech Institute, which 
has an enrollment of about 37,000 in a city of more 
than 3,500,000. 

Jim, who serves under the oversight of the el
ders of the Avondale church in Atlanta, has been 
preaching for 37 years, and more than 15 of those 
have been spent outside the United States in such 
places as Pakistan, India, Australia, and Hong 
Kong. His main thrust in mission work has been to 
set up Bible-training schools. Jim has also engaged 
in several debates. He understands the need for the 
gospel not only to be propagated but defended. 

Cotham: Jim, what do you see as the greatest 
need to reach the masses in our generation? 

Waldron: Our greatest need is well-trained 
evangelists and gospel preachers. An illustration of 
the shortage is right here in Kiev where we have 
only three men. 

Cotham: You have mainly worked with training 
schools over the past 25 years. Do you think it is 
possible for the churches of Christ to get any sig-

nificant number trained rapidly? 
Waldron: Yes, if local churches start obeying the 

latter part of the great commission, that is, teaching 
Jesus' disciples to observe all things Christ com
manded. The "Sunday school" and the liberal arts 
colleges are inadequate in effectively training the 
number of faithful men we need. Christian colleges 
have made the training of preachers a sideline. Ev
ery church must realize its responsibility to obey 2 
Timothy 2:2, which is to train faithful men to teach 
others. 

Cotham: How can it be so simple, for it costs a 
great deal of money to support a man while he 
trains? 

Waldron: Local churches can begin their own 
effective Bible-training programs in their own 
buildings. Elders need to insist on comprehensive 
Bible courses with tests and memory work. This is 
an extremely serious matter, as there are 5.6 billion 
people on our earth most of them unsaved. The 
fields "are white already to harvest" (John 4:35). 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
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MEMPHIS SCHOOL 
OF PREACHING 

~ Two-Year Program 
~ Fifty-four Courses 
~ 2,760 Clock Hours 
~ No Tuition 
~ Qualified Faculty 
~ Limited Scholarships 
~ Strong Bible Emphasis 
~ Established 1966 
~ Applications Now Being Accepted 
~ Call or Write for Application 
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KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
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TRAVEUNG? 
VISIT THESE CONGREGATIONS 

FLORIDA· MISSOURI 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446- St., Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
4808. Services: Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. (417) 334-3866, 334-3757. 
7:00p.m. Billy R. Davidson, minister. 

GAINESVILLE-39TH. AVE CHURCH OF 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. CHRIST, 1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, 

use Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

MONTANA 

MISSOULA-MISSOULA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench. minister. 
Home of the Nor.thwest Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

FIRM FOUNDATION AD DEPARTMENT, 
P.O. BOX 210876 

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095-7876. 

ALASKA 

JACKSONVILLE-WESCONNE'IT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 or 
771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 a.m .. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
Mark Mosher, preacher. NORTH CAROLINA 

LAKELAND-1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, ROCKY MOUNT-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1040 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed., 7:30p.m. Robert McAnally, Hill St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

FAIRBANKS, serving Fr. WAINWRIGHT and the minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Home or (919) 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, Florida School or Preaching. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. omo ORLANDO-PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF 

CALIFORNIA CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 21 
Lancaster Road. Jimmie B. Hill, evangelist. 855- DAYTON-NORTHRIDGE CHURCH OF 
5651 or 855-1326. CHRIST, 2211 Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 

MODEST0--416 W. Whitmore at Carol Ln., --- 10:30a.m.,6p.m., Wed. 7p.m.,FredDavis,preacher. 
95351. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. ORLANDO-WINTER PARK-SOUTH SEM- (513) 274-6801. Home of Western Ohio Valley 
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor of West Coast Firm INOLE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 5410 Lake Howell Firm Foundation Lectureship. 

Foundallon Lectureship. Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed., 7:30 p.m. Brad FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) Poe, minister. (407) 657-0657· AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 SARASOTA-MIDWAY, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
p.m. 210 Fwy N on Altadena Dr. next to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 

OKLAHOMA 
SAN BERNARDINO-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, 
minister, 883-5232. 

SAN LORENZ0-977 Grant Ave. at Washington, 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 OKLAHOMA CITY -PUTNAM CITY CHURCH 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist OF CHRIST, 4300 N. AM Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 

GEORGIA 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
minister. 

p.m., (415) 276-4693, Joe Gilmore, minister. Sponsor A TLANf A-AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
of West Coast Fin;• Foundation Lectureship. 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299-

PENNSYLVANIA 

1475. Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-
285) SANMATE0-525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. 

9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Noah 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor of BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 
West Coast Firm FoutulaJion Lectureship. (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 

hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 

PO'ITSTOWN-COVENTRY HIT.LS CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bob Eddy, 
minister. (215) 326-4028. Home or Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Firm FoutulaJion Lectureship. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Robert 
R. Stephenson, preacher. 

C central 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Su~. 9:30. 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson. 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 p.m. 
824-2630.Melvin Elliott, minister, 824-7040 

30 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 
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(912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

INDIANA 
GREER-GREER CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1215 S. 

EVANSVILLE-WEST SIDE CHURCH OF Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 

9 15 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. 

CHRIST, 3232 Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. : • (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 
10:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

MICHIGAN 

HARRISON-FIR STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Preaching the whole counsel of God. 
Mark Turok, minister (517) 539-5561. 

MINNESOTA 

TENNESSEE 

CHATTANOOGA-EAST RIDGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 501 McBrien Rd .• 37412. (615) 894-7221 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Waymon Summers, preacher. Home or the Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

MEMPffiS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
DULUTH-DULunJ CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2344 CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 
7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 



ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974,643-0589,or654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 
9,10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

HOUSTON-FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST,15935 KatyFrwy, 77094. (713)429-1219. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

HURST -NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1245 Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
a.m .• 6 p.m .• Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton. Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd. Tomball, 77377. (713)-351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all 
correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 
76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired 
month of publication. Ads must be cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Westside Church of Christ, 1625 North 7th St., Ar
kansas City, KS 67005 is looking for a (sound) 
gospel preacher with some support, or retired 
preacher to help with the work. We are a 3-year-old 
congregation (30-40 members). If interested, con
tact Hoyt Goggans (316-442-4533) or Bob Tooley 
(316-442-3795). Wages start at $1250 per month 
with planned raises as we grow. 

Wanted: Associate/Youth minister with song leading 
capabilities for congregation of 500. Prefer 
experience, married, under 35/ Send resum~ to: 
Elders, East Wood St. Church of Christ, 800 East 
Wood St., Paris, TN 38242, (901) 642-2861. 

asph., rk. & sand, rdy-mix, plants. Would even work 
with congregation who has a preacher. Contact: 
Milton Mathers, P.O. Box 252, Sublimity, OR 97385 
(503) 769-6730. 

Available for gospel meetings. My local work 
permits me several meetings each year. Desire to go 
wherever I can do good, regardless of size or 
remuneration. Have held 300 meetings in 28 states. 
Wilson Wallace, 14816 Danville Rd., Woodbridge. 
VA 22193, (703) 680-3267. 

FOR SALE 

Preacher needed for a debt-free congregation of 130 
UVINGSTON-1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 members located 10 miles outside Kansas City. Send 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., resum~ to: Jim Sims, 3228 North tOOth St., Kansas 
Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy Dooley, City, KS 66109, (913) 788-3375. 
ministers. 

BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
by Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection 
of thousands of Scripture references, each 
summarized and organized under hundreds of 
logically-arranged subject areas. Includes over 2.000 
interesting, important discussion-stimulating 
questions. This extremely clear and easy guide to 
the Bible is a must for every Christian's 
library. It is ideal for Bible classes for all ages and 
for cottage evangelistic studies focused on the 
simplicity and power of New Testament 
Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to Theo
Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 
265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m .• 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

SAN ANTONIO-SHENANDOAH CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-
5532, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Terry M. Hightower, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
So. Franklin St.. Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 
382-7837. 

CHRISTIANSBURG-EASTSIDE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 135 Church St., Christiansburg, 24073. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence 
Lavender, minister. (703) 382-7777. 

MAX MEADOWS-Fr. CRISWELL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 
~mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 
10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, 
evangelist. (703) 637-4244: (703) 223-1787. 

WYOMING 

Experienced minister to work with established 
unified congregation in eastern New Mexico with 
approximately 450 members. Portales is a growing 
community of about 12,000 population with a state 
university and an agricultural-based economy. Salary 
and other benefits are negotiable. Send resum~ and 
reference to: The Elders, Third & Kilgore Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 450, Portales, New Mexico 
88130. 

Congregation of 75 in beautiful nw Ark. looking for 
a part-time minister. $250 a week plus nice 3-BD 
house with central h/a. Secular work allowed. 
Peaceful congregation with elders. MUST be capable 
of working with all ages. Send 2 recent tapes. resum~. 
to Lincoln Church of Christ, P.O. Box 484, Lincoln, 
AR 72744. 

Wanted: A full-time preacher to serve a small 
congregation in central Texas. Would be good 
location for semiretired person or anyone seeking to 
locate somewhere. Send resum~ to: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 544, Rosebud, TX 76570 or call Reuben 
Brown, (817) 583-4437. 

Wanted: Part-time preacher for country congregation 
of approximately 25 members. Must have partial 
support or on social security. We can provide home 
plus partial salary. Must be conservative. Write 
William L. Hettick, Route 7, Box 182AB, Carthage, 
MS 39051 or call (601) 289-7536. 

PREACHERS AVAILABLE 

RESTORATION REPRINTS. other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson. TN 38340. 

Pews, new & used, stained glass windows, l.:8DD: 
343-0143~ PO Box 635, Belton, TX 76513. 

SHENANDOAH LECTURESHIP BOOKS: The 
Current Digression - $8.00 - all postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 
San Antonio. TX 78230-2504 or (210) 696-5532. 
multiple orders sent & billed. (For reprint of 1990 
RDTW: General Hermeneutics, contact National 
Christian Press.) 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
Train" newsletter. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC 
SYSTEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 

SHERIDAN-NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF Sound gospel preacher available. Looking for increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
CHRIST. 555 N. Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. congregation who wants the truth preached/taught. fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) Would work outside if necessary and if able to find leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
672-7903, 672-3097. ~w~or~k:.:.. . ..!:E~XJ!:P·:...!!!in!...w!!:!el~da!!!·n!6:g,~he~a~vy~eq:!::l.u~i~p.:....!!lop~r.:.. . .!::&:...!.lrp~··t-....:5::.:9::.:1.:::.6_V..:.,:::an~d=e:c:.gn:.,:;·fi:.:.t....:A:.:.v.:.::e:.:.~·•~..:R:.::oc=kv..:.:i:.:.:ll=.!e,:..:M.:.:D=-::2:.:0.:;:85:;.;1;.;.. _ 
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EVER WONDER WHY ALBUMS OUT SELL BOOKS? 

THESE DOUBLE LENGTH CASSETTES ARE THREE REASONS WHY. SUNG AND DIRECTED BY 
DAVID SLATER. WINNER OF THE NATIONALLY TELEVISED STAR SEARCH PROGRAM HOSTED BY 
ED McMAHON, THIS RENOWNED SERIES CREATES BEAUTIFUL AND TRADITIONAL SONGS OF 
PRAISE. DAVID'S GRANDFATHER WROTE "WALKING ALONE AT EVE'. DAVID IS A GRADUATE 
OF HARDING UNIVERSITY. 

"WALKING ALONE AT EVE' f4 "SIMPLY TRUSTING EVERYDAY' "SINCE JESUS IS 
• Walking Alone At Eve • ~ • Simply Trusting Everyday MY FRIEND" 
• This ts My Father's World • God Of Our Fathers • Peace By Still 
• Wonderful Words Of life • In The Land Of Fadeless Day p • Home 
• 1 Hear The Voice Of Jesus Soy • Jesus Is All The World To Me • Flee As A Bird 
• 0 Jesus. 1 Hove Promised • The Golden Rule • 0 Lord, Our Lord 
• Yes. For Me He Coreth • What Con Wash Away My Sin? • Father Of Mercy 
• Ivory Palaces • Take Time To Be Holy • 0 Praise The Lord 
• Rescue The Perishing • Dear Lord Forgive • Since Jesus 1s My Friend 
• Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind • Brightly Beams Our Fathe(s Blessil1' • Let The Words Of My Mouth 

• 
• 

• I Love The Lord • Be With Me Lord • Though Your Sins Be As Scarlet 
• There's Power In The Blood • Lead Me To Calvary 1 Need Thee Every Hour -c..:~.1 
• Sweeter Than All • In Emmanuel's Land Come To The Feast ~ p Yl 
• Poor, Wayfaring Stranger • Every Time I Feel The Spirit Kneel AI The Cross 
• How Shall The Young Secure Their Hearts? • How Great Thou Art Is Thy Heart Right With God 
• 0 Sacred Head • There Is A Habitation • What A Friend We Have In Jesus 
• My Faith Looks Up To Thee • Face To Face • The Lord Is In His Holy Temple 
• When My Love For Christ Grows Weak • What Will Your Answer Be? • My Faith Looks Up To Thee 
• The Steadfast Love Of The Lord • God Moves In A Mysterious Way • God Himself Is With Us 
• Burdens Are Lifted At Calvary • Wonderful Story Of Love • Father Hear The Prayer we Offer 
• Jesus Is Calling >JS • 'Tis Midnight And On Olive's Brow • Nearer My God To Thee 
• Moster The Tempest Is Raging \)\;0 ~ • Toke The Name Of Jesus With You • What Sholl 11 Profit A Man? 
• As The Deer f ~0 \0~ • o Do Not Let The Word Deport • Savior Teach Me Day By Day 

G\(f. • In The Hour Of Trial • Beautiful Isle Of Somewhere 
t 

HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT IN MUSIC AND BEEN DISAPPOINTED? YOU WON'T 
BE WITH THIS TREASURED COLLECTION FEATURING DAVID SLATER WHO IS NOW APPEARING IN BRANSON, 
MISSOURI WITH MEL TILLIS. THESE ATIRACTIVELY PACKAGED CASSETTES ARE PRICED AT ONE FOR $8.95, 
TWO FOR $17.00 OR THREE FOR $24.00. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! T/U6 i6 a. ~ cdhrJiu 

SHOCK-WAVE SOUND PRODUCTIONS 
P.O. Box 17594 

Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 
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''You're Gonna Be Just Like Your Daddy!'' 
By Carl B. Garner 

T hose words may be intended as a compli
ment- or as a warning- but there is a lot 
of truth in the statement. The influence of 

our parents is more subtle sometimes than at other 
times. The little boy trying to walk in his daddy's 
boots is more realistic and prophetic than we want 
to believe. My father passed away nine years ago, 
but I still see his influence in my life. I use some 
of the same figures of speech. I respond to some 
situations just as he did. And my mother says I 
look more like him as the years pass. 

Fathers seldom get the "ink" that mothers get, 
but they are equally responsible for the teach
ing, loving, chastening and encouraging of the chil
dren. Not all fathers feel that way, and an increasing 
number are abdicating responsibility in the home. 
Over 50 percent of our country's high school-age 
young people are living in a "fatherless" home. 
Some fathers are absent because of death or mili
tary service, but most have simply left the scene 
run away or abandoned their family. However, just 
as tragic are the fathers who are still "in the home," 
but who take neither the time nor the interest in 
their family that they should. 

The Bible speaks often of the importance of a 
father's influence: 

"Jehoshaphat walked in all the way of Asa 
his father; He turned not aside from it, doing that 

which was· right in the eyes of Jehovah" (1 Kings 
22:43). 

"And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath: but nurture them in the chastening and ad
monition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21). 

"They have not kept his commandments, and 
their lies have caused them to err, after which their 
fathers did walk" (Amos 2:4). 

"I will judge his house forever, for the iniquity 
which he knoweth: because his sons made them
selves vile, and he restrained them not" (1 Sam. 
3:13). 

Though we protested greatly as teenagers, as 
the years go by we see the influence of our fathers 
in many ways. Seeing this should be a powerful 
motivation to make sure our influence -lasting as 
it will be- is the best we can provide. We know we 
will make mistakes. We are aware of our weak
nesses. We also realize that God can provide the 
help we need, and that a genuine love between par
ents and children can overcome a lot of mistakes. 

Your children need a father who will provide 
food and shelter and a stable home. Children don't 
need new cars and fine houses as much as they need 
a father's time and attention. Sons don't need a 
summer vacation as much as they need a lifetime 
of example of living for Christ. Daughters need 
the latest fashions and braces on their teeth less 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Her Price Is Far Above Rubies 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Avirtuous woman is a "woman of 
force." Solomon says she is more valu
able than costly gems (Prov. 31:1 0) . 

She has moral goodness and bodily stamina 
- the perfect housewife; a help meet for her 
husband; the counselor of children; she is hon
est, God-fearing, frugal, intelligent (Prov. 
31:11-31). 

New Testament writers of course concur in this Old Testa
ment evaluation of a good woman ... wife ... mother. 

In like manner, that women adorn themselves in modest 
apparel, with shamefastness and sobriety; not with braided 
hair, and gold or pearls or costly raiment; but (which 
becometh women professing godliness) through good works 
(I Tim. 1:9-10). 

In like manner, ye wives, be in subject ion to your own 
husbands; that, even if any obey not the word, they may wi th
out the word be gained by the behavior of their wives; behold
ing your chaste behavior coupled with fear. Whose adorning 
let it not be the outward adorning of braiding the hair, and of 
wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on apparel; but let it be 
the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a 
meek and quiet spiri t, which is in the sight of God of great 
price (1 Pet. 3:1 -4). 

A virtuous woman is invaluable. The heart of her husband 
can safely trust her. "She doeth him good and not evil all the days 
of her life" (Prov. 31: 11-12). 

Good women have a profound influence on the quality of so
ciety. It is silent and background, but it is valuable and necessary. 
Jochebed is a most important character in the Bible. Her name is 
little known, but her life made a sizeable impact for the overall 
good of humanity. She was the wife of Amram and the mother of 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. Her name is mentioned on!y two 
times in the Bible, but the courageous work of this brave woman 
cannot be over emphasized. She defied the king. Jochebed put 
her baby's ark afloat in the river Nile. She arranged to be a nurse 
to her own son until he was perhaps 12 years of age. She taught 
him who he was and about God. 

Moses was taken from Jochebed and lived as the grandson of 
Pharaoh of Egypt for 28 years. At the age of 40 he identi fied with 



the slave population at the peril of his life. He "forsook the land 
of Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king." Moses returned to 
the land of his birth when he was 80 years old and demanded the 
release of the captive Israelites. He brought them to Sinai and 
gave them the law of Jehovah and made them a nation. All the 
good that flows from the life of the noble Moses is properly cred
ited to his devout mother, who "saw that he was a goodly child, 
and was not afraid of the Icing's commandment." Moses took up 
the cause of the slave population because of the lessons he 
learned at his mother's knee. 

This outstanding woman quietly served her generation and 
helped to make it possible for the promise made to Abraham to 
be fulfilled. We benefit from her inestimable sacrifice. Jochebed, 
like Sarah, is a prime example for emulation by good women of 
every age. 

Christian women will not run to excess with the godless 
females of these perilous times. Advocates of modern feminism 
"change the natural use to that which is against nature," compare 
the home and family to a concentration camp, and deny the au
thority of male leaders. They are brazen and corrupt. They do not 
act in a way that becomes "women professing godliness." 

A godly woman fears her husband and shows an attitude of 
respectful submission to his authority. 

Wives, be in subjection unto your own husbands, as unto the 
Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is 
the head of the church, being himself the savior of the body. 
But as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives also be 
to their husbands in everything .... do ye also severally love 
each one his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see 
that she fear her husband (Eph. 5:22-24, 31). 

As the church loves and obeys Christ, so is the wife to love 
and obey her husband. Paul speaks of "the law of the husband" 
(Rom. 7:2). The Bible teaches that the man is the head of the 
woman. The Bible also teaches that Jehovah is the head of Jesus 
(1 Cor. 11 :3). Jesus is God just as Jehovah is God. One is not 
greater than, nor superior to, the other. Jehovah and Jesus are on 
an equality (Phil. 2:6). They have different roles, but one is not 
inferior to the other. In much the same way, the man is the head 
of the woman, but he is not superior nor is she inferior. They are 
on an equality, but they have different roles. 

The word translated "subjection" in Ephesians 5:22, is trans
lated "be under obedience" in 1 Corinthians 14:34 (KJV). It 
means, according to W.E. Vine, "to subject, to put under, subdue, 
be obedient." 

Paul discusses the proper conduct of women during the 
preaching (prophesying) portion of the worship of the church. 
He wrote, "Let the women keep silence in the churches: for it is 
not permitted unto them to speak; but let them be in subjection, 
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as also saith the law" (1 Cor. 14:34). 
The apostle also discusses the relationship be-

tween men and women in his letter to Timothy: 
But I permit not a woman to teach, nor to have 
dominion over a man, but to be in quietness. 
For Adam was first formed, then Eve; and 
Adam was not beguiled, but the woman being 
beguiled hath fallen into transgression (1 Tim. 
2:12-14). 

Paul's instructions are too plain to be misunder
stood. In the May 1993 issue of Wineskins Rubel 
Shelly defines the word translated "keep silence" in 
1 Corinthians 14:34 as: (a) "say nothing, keep silent 
... (b) stop speaking, become silent ... (c) hold one's 

tongue" (Bauer, Gingrich, and Danker, Greek-En
glish Lexicon, 2nd ed., p. 749). He defines the noun 
form of the word as "silence, quiet in the sense of 
the absence of all noise, whether made by speaking 
or anything else." Amen! During the preaching part 
of the worship women must be absolutely silent. 

4 

Surrealistically Shelly says: 
The Bible is not against women ministering, 
using their God-given talents, standing up and 
speaking, administering church programs, 
singing (congregationally, small groups, or so
los), reading Scripture, sharing information 
about church projects, testifying, teaching 
sub-groups of the church's membership 
(whether male, female, or mixed), writing ar
ticles or poems, or otherwise participating 
fully in the life of the local church (Wineskins, 
May 1993, "A Woman's Place Is ... ", by Rubel 
Shelly). 

Brother Shelly is correct when he says a woman 
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may write articles and poems. Many of our songs 
were written by women. A woman is forbidden to 
direct the singing (1 Tim. 2:12). She may, however 
write the song. She may sing the song as a part 
of the congregation. Singing involves "speaking, ... 
teaching, ... and admonishing one another" (Col. 
3:16-17; Eph. 5:18-19). However, in her singing, 
the woman may not "teach over a man" (direct the 
song service). Brother Shelly realizes that a woman 
is to be silent during the preaching segment 
of the worship. Still, he says, ''The Bible is not 
against women ... standing up and speaking ... read-
ing Scripture ... testifying." We would be much 
obliged if brother Shelly will tell us how she can 
do this without violating both 1 Corinthians 14:34 
and 1 Timothy 2: 12. 

Cullen Murphy wrote an article for Atlantic 
Monthly (August 1993) discussing women and the 
Bible. He interviewed several woman doctoral stu
dents at Harvard University and some women ar
cheologists and theologians with terminal degrees 
from prestigious schools. He wrote: ''The Bible is 
no stranger to patriarchy. It is an androcentric docu
ment in the extreme." 

The grotesque nature of Murphy's article is dis
played when he admits the Bible does not support 
the idea of women in positions of rule and authority 
in the worship of the church and in the home, but 
then turns to the Bible to try to prove that women 
ought to be preachers and presbyters. In a revealing 
paragraph discussing the work of Dorothy Bass 
of the Chicago Theological Seminary, abolitionist 
Sarah Grimke, and Francis Willard of the Women's 
Christian Temperance Union, he wrote: 

Their aims, initially, were two. The first 
was to identify and critically confront pas
sages and stories about women which they 
deemed objectionable - the stories, for ex
ample, of Delilah, in the Book of Judges, and 
of Jezebel, in 1 Kings. The second aim was to 
seek out and elevate to greater prominence 
passages and stories about women which are 
positive and ennobling -for example, the re
markable image of Wisdom personified as a 
woman, in Proverbs, and the stories of 
Deborah, in Judges, and of the prophetess 
Huldah, in 2 Kings. Both these trends of the 
early feminist response to the Bible have 
survived, in increasingly sophisticated forms, 



down to the present. 
The suffragist leader Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton made a contribution by means of that 
remarkable fin-de-siecle document, The Wo
man s Bible, the first volume of which was 
published in 1895. Though well into her eight
ies, Stanton oversaw a committee of female 
editors who scrutinized and critically glossed 
every passage in the Bible having to do with 
women. She came to the conclusion that little 
could be salvaged from Scripture which was 
fully compatible with the belief system of a 
rational modem feminist. 

Having made the concession, Murphy and his 
entourage of women scholars then proceed to try 
to prove from the Bible that women are to direct 
public worship. He makes the usual and useless 
appeal to the women who witnessed the resurrec
tion of Jesus, Prisca, Phoebe, Tryphaena, Try
phosa, Lydia, and others. Murphy then explains the 
Bible restrictions placed on women in leading the 
public worship of the church by saying, "Generally 
women were not doing the writing." 

Murphy who talked to Phyllis Trible, the author 
of two books, God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality, 
and Texts of Terror: Literary-Feminist Readings of 
Biblical Narratives, wrote: 

It is important to recognize where Trible 
stands in a spectrum that ranges, as she ex
plained to me, [f]rom some fundamentalists 
who claim that they are feminists but say they 
have no problem with the Bible to those at the 
other extreme who are unwilling to concede 
the Bible any authority at all. 

[Trible] doesn't forget for a minute, she said, 
that the Bible is a thoroughly patriarchal text. ... 
She believes the Bible can be "reclaimed" as a 
spiritual resource for women. 

Try as they might, these female scholars cannot 
gainsay the Bible teaching that women are to recog
nize the headship of man in the home and the au
thority of man in directing the worship of the 
church. A woman is not to teach nor have authority 
over a man (1 Tim. 2: 12). 

Murphy reports that Krister Stendahl, professor 
of divinity at the Harvard Divinity School, founder 
and co-editor of the Journal of Feminist Studies 
in Religion, "began doing theology as a woman 
and for women." She concedes, "Within both Juda
ism and Christianity the patriarchal side won." She 

declared, "One must approach the texts with a her
meneutic of suspicion, to use a phrase that is by 
now a cliche in feminist biblical circles." 

The Bible teaches that we are to give "honor 
unto the woman." Godly women are to be feminine, 
not feminist. It does not become a woman profess
ing holiness to be loud, demanding, and domineer
ing. The gentle woman of grace and godliness is 
honored. She is an influence for good in society, in 
the home, and in the church. 

In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, even if any obey not 
the word, they may without the word be 
gained by the behavior of their wives; behold
ing your chaste behavior coupled with fear. 
Whose adorning let it not be the outward 
adorning of braiding the hair, and of wearing 
jewels of gold, or of putting on apparel; but let 
it be the hidden man of the heart, in the incor
ruptible apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price. For 
after this manner aforetime the holy women 
also, who hoped in God, adorned themselves 
being in subjection to their own husbands; 
as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: 
whose children ye now are, if ye do well, and 
are not put in fear by any terror (1 Pet. 3:1-6). 

11815 Doubletree 
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''You're Gonna Be Just Like 
Your Daddy!'' 
(continued from page 1) 

than they need a father who loves their mother. And 
only you, as their father (or sometimes uncle or 
grandfather) can provide those needed things. How 
sad to see children with a lot of possessions and 
power, but without the father they need. 

Someone has said it matters not how wrinkled a 
man's coat may be, or how baggy his trousers ap
pear. If his children will stand for 30 minutes with 
their noses pressed against the window pane watch
ing for daddy to come home from work, you can 
trust that man with anything in this world. Here's to 
fathers! P.O. Box 1 

Dripping Springs, TX 78620 
Fp 
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Singing During the Lord's Supper 
By Alfred H. Chetham 

W 
by do people who claim to "speak where 
the Bible speaks and be silent where the 
Bible is silent" fail to do that? Why do 

they try to change the pattern of worship given in 
the New Testament? God's Word is steadfast and 
unmovable - never changing. Why do they think 
that man's acceptance of change in religious mat
ters is pleasing to God? 

What is written in the New Testament was 
planned before the world was created, and is for 
our instruction. 

Some people sing aloud during the Lord's Sup
per. This causes confusion in the worship and vio
lates John 4:24. God is not the author of confusion 
(1 Cor. 14:33). Think for a moment. One is medi
tating during the communion worship about the 
dreadful scene of our Lord's torture and bloodshed, 
when a group within the assembly breaks into 
song, destroying the discerning of the Lord's body. 
The thought makes me cringe. They usually sing 
about "0 how they love Jesus!" Are they trying to 
worship for me? They themselves do not discern 
the Lord's body. The communion service is a very 
personal time of serious meditation. We are pro
claiming the Lord's death until he comes (1 Cor. 
11:26). 

Singing psalms, spiritual songs, and hymns is a 
part of Christian worship. Still, the apostle Paul 
told us to "let all things be done decently and in 
order" (1 Cor. 14:40). Jesus pronounced a bless
ing upon peacemakers (Matt. 5:9). A peacemaker is 
one who causes a proper relationship between man 
and God. Those who sing during the Lord's Supper, 
disturbing the thoughts of others, are not peace
makers; they are acting like ministers of the devil 
- driving a wedge between a worshiper and his 
Lord. For someone to sing while the saints are 
meditating on the Savior's death is as rude as sing
ing during the sermon. If not, pray tell me why not! 

6 

There are many Scriptures that tell us to "get 
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right with the Book" (2 John 9-11; 1 Cor. 4:6; Gal. 
1:6-9; 2 Pet. 3:1; 1 Pet. 4:11; Rom. 1:16). 

There is also a charge to contend for the faith 
(Jude 1 :3; 9; Acts 6:9; 9:29; Eph. 5:11, 13). 

I have been in congregations where this insidi
ous practice was carried on. It appeared to me that 
the song leaders, who were quite good at their art, 
spent more time studying music than the Bible, and 
were putting symbolism over substance - theat
rics over devotion - devices over import. All three 
congregations had elders who are told to stop the 
mouths of gainsayers. Singing during the commun
ion service implies that First Corinthians 11:29 is 
not important. They are gainsayers, and elders 
should know it and stop their mouths. We pray that 
they will do so, and that those who are engaged in 
the practice of such singing will end it, and that the 
leadership will show a better solicitude for those in 
their spiritual charge. 

In singing (and everything), do all in the name 
(by authority) of the Lord (Col. 3: 17). 

15944 Via Media 
San Lorenzo, CA 94580 

(Editor's note: Brother Chetham is a faithful 
member of the church in San Lorenzo where Joe 
Gilmore is the preacher. He is giving us the reac
tion of the man in the pew and a common sense ap
plication of Bible principles. It is a response from 
an average man. He almost sounds like Elijah. 
Thank you, brother Chetham - Dobbs.) 

Bibles Rebound 
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Pack of Lies 8 
'~War Can Be Won Without 

a Sacrificial Fight" 
By Lindell Mitchell 

I see the church of Christ working hard but losing 
ground on many fronts. The blur of activities 
does not always produce the results we pray for. 

The momentum does not seem to be with us and we 
are forced to ask why. I am convinced it is because 
we are not willing to sacrifice. A large percentage 
of our people have many preferences but few 
convictions. When our preferences are repressed 
we may whine and complain, but we will not 
fight. Convictions are another matter. Convictions 
are things we hold so dear that we will fight and die 
for them if necessary. 

Many professed Christians "talk tall" about 
their beliefs, but a precious few are held so dear 
that they would go to jail for them. There are still 
fewer they would die for. Most things they profess 
to believe are actually up for grabs. There is one 
constant in the character of such folks; they will go 
with the flow of popular opinion. 

Christian, we must overcome the "sissy-boy 
syndrome" if we wish to be taken seriously. The 
world will not take notice until we are willing to 
draw a line and stick with our convictions regard
less of the cost. 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn, the Nobel-Prize-win
ning Russian novelist, believes it might be too late 
to tum things around in America. However, he also 
says, "It is better to fight from one's knees than not 
at all." This is not the time to retreat to the cocoon 
of our church buildings waiting for judgment. We 
must act boldly and decisively. 

The Lord used two powerful metaphors, salt 
and light, to describe his people in the world. Salt 
is known as a preservative; it was widely used in 
ancient days to keep meat from decaying. The im
plication is that the world is rotten; sin has made 

the planet a moral cesspool, and believers keep it 
from total disintegration. 

Of course, salt must contact the meat in order to 
prevent decay. Christians cannot retreat to monas
teries like medieval monks, nor can they hide be
hind their piety. Erwin W. Lutzer said if he could 
point to one reason for a lack of Christian influence 
it would be: "We as individuals are unwilling to be 
salt right where we are." 

Too many of us are intimidated by the world. A 
Christian nurse will assist in an abortion, rationaliz
ing her action by saying that the baby would have 
died anyway; what is more, her job was on the line. 
Everyone wants someone to do something about 
abortion. However, we want it to be done by the 
Catholics, or Jerry Falwell, or Randall Terry and 
Operation Rescue. Most of us are unwilling to be
come personally involved. Because of that stance, 
our impact on society is gravely diminished. 

Jesus said that when salt looses its effect it is 
useless and should be thrown out. Perhaps it was 
polluted with impurities. This aptly describes the 
state of the modem church. Secular humanism in 
society is not our greatest problem; it is the secular
ization of the church itself! With congregations full 
of people who couldn't care less about serious 
Bible study or intercessory prayer, it is not surpris
ing that we fail to halt the decay of society. This is 
despite the fact that we have more Christians pro
portionately than any country on earth. We have 
enough salt; it's just that it is getting as soiled as the 
meat it is supposed to preserve. 

Christians should be fully engaged in public af
fairs on all levels. We should let our elected repre
sentatives know where we stand. We should speak 
out through writings, electronic media, and indi-
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vidual discussions about what is happening in our 
country. We cannot have the preservative effect of 
salt if we are as corrupt as the meat. We cannot save 
the world if we are indistinguishable from it. 

The Lord also employed the image of light to 
describe the function of his people in the world. 
Again, the imagery suggests that the world is sitting 
in the dark. For example, never before has there 
been such an abundance of advice about marriage 
and family matters. Despite this explosion of 
"knowledge" we have more broken families, child 
abuse, and family violence than at any time in our 
history. 

The world simply does not have a clue about 
how to avoid evil, raise families, or live produc
tively. Only Christians can bring such light to the 
world. The Lord commands us not to hide our light 
but to let it shine, so that the world, "may see your 
good works, and glorify you Father who is in 
heaven" (Matt. 5:16). 

Christians must find the courage to confront 
evil. American Christians have assumed that they 
should always obey the government. Generally this 

is true, but there are exceptions. Francis Schaeffer 
pointed out that if you say you will always obey the 
government, then you recognize no power above 
the state. At that point the state has become your 
god. 

What about Romans 13 where Paul directs us to 
submit to the powers that be? In that context Paul 
was assuming a good government. We must also re
member that there is a difference between submis
sion and obedience. You can submit to the state by 
accepting is penalties without obeying evil direc
tives. 

The Bible is filled with examples of those who 
defied authorities in order to be obedient to God. 
The midwives who refused Pharaoh's command to 
kill Hebrew babies; Daniel who prayed three times 
daily despite the king's order; Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, and the Lord's apostles all believed 
that obedience to God superseded obedience to the 
state. They paid the penalty for their disobedience, 
but they refused to violate their consciences. Sol
diers of Christ, arise! P. 0. Box 411 

Livingston, TX 77 351 
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Sounds of Jubilee 
By Winfred Clark 

P aul, the apostle, used an illustration that 
had to do with sounds in his letter to 
Corinth. Where there were confusion and 

division, he said: 
And even things without life giving sound, 
whether pipe or harp, except they give 
a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be 
known what is piped or harped? For if the 
trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall 
prepare himself to the battle? (1 Cor. 14:7-8). 

These statements say that men are affected by 
sounds. In this case, it would be the sound of 
the trumpet that is supposed to summon men 
to battle. The emphasis is that there should be a 
clear sound that can be understood. 

There are some sounds being heard in our 
day that can surely be understood. These are being 
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heard from an event called Jubilee. This has 
occurred on an annual basis for the last six or 
seven years. It is centered in middle Tennessee and 
is largely an effort of those who are dedicated 
to changing and restructuring the church. It is 
evident that this is an attraction for those who sup
port the "new hermeneutic" movement. All of these 
things become more and more apparent with every 
passing month. 

We would do well to ask ourselves what sounds 
are we hearing from Jubilee. If you listen carefully, 
you will not have difficulty hearing the sounds of 
derision. You will also hear the sounds of division 
and the sounds of digression. There are statements 
of record which will support each of the foregoing 
affirmations. These we propose to review. 



Take a moment to listen to the sounds of 
derision. It is being said of baptism, "Do not call it a 
step." Or it is being said, "To say that baptism is the 
fifth step in the plan of salvation is a monstrosity." 
So we are back where we were in the '60s with 
the old Mission-magazine approach. They would 
deride those who used the term steps of salvation 
as "five-steppers." So we really have nothing new 
in the derisive statements being used by these folks 
of Jubilee. But why would they deride the use of 
the word steps? Is it because it was used in bygone 
years by brethren? Is it because such is so closely 
allied to the beginning of the restoration move
ment? At Jubilee we are hearing that baptism is "a 
faith act." This will surely deserve some thought. 
Also, at the 1991 Jubilee, we heard the sound that 
"the one step to salvation is faith." 

It seems to me one needs to be more observant 
of some of the implications of the Word of God. 
There are surely some terms that are used by inspi
ration that would lend themselves to the idea 
of "steps." There is absolutely no violence done to 
the Scripture nor is there a perversion thereof by the 
term steps. 

There is language of our Lord that implies such 
on the part of the sinner. Take for example, "Come 
unto me, ali ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest" (Matt. 11 :28). When you hear 
someone speak of coming, what do you conclude? 
Are not steps implied? There is some sort of action 
on the part of the one who is to do the coming. No, 
his coming did not earn him the salvation, but nei
ther does the grace of God excuse him from coming 
or taking the necessary steps to reach the point 
where the salvation is found. 

Jesus also said, "Enter ye in at the strait gate: 
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that lead
eth to destruction, and many there be which go 
in thereat" (Matt. 7: 13 ). Now, would you argue that 
there is no movement on the part of the sinner in 
this verse? How is it that one enters unless he takes 
the necessary steps to enter? Does not the figure it
self imply steps? Why should we be fearful of using . 
a word that is implied by our Lord? 

A sound from Jubilee says repentance is a "faith 
act," and baptism is a "faith act." Would it not fol
low that these are not the same acts? Surely one 

would not argue that faith and repentance are the 
same. Neither would one say that faith and confes
sion are the same. No sound from Jubilee would 
say that faith and baptism are the same. Since these 
are not the same, then it would follow that these are 
separate "acts." They are not the same. They are in
dependent as acts though the same faith would 
be present in each one. This distinction will fit the 
teaching of the New Testament. Our Lord said, "He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 16: 16). 
Notice that it is believeth and is baptized. That 
means two thing are involved in this passage. 

Peter said, "Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost" (Acts 2:38). There is a conjunction and in 
each case. One can see that Jesus demands the act 
or step of faith, and he demands the step or act of 
baptism. Now how would referring to baptism as a 
step take anymore away from baptism than calling 
it an act? Let a sound from Jubilee find the passage 
that calls baptism an "act." Oh yes, I know it is an 
act, but I also know that in the same way it can be a 
step in coming to Christ. It is the final step to enter
ing Christ (Rom. 6:3-5), the sounds of Jubilee to 
the contrary. But why should one be so violently 
opposed to the term step or steps and then use 
the word act? The same objections can be made to 
"acts" that are being made to "steps." Is somebody 
trying to change the place and purpose of baptism? 

We are also hearing from Jubilee that we have 
a speech impediment called, Christian-ese. This 
shows up when we use the words sanctification or 
blessings. These words, according to Jubilee, lose 
young people. If this is the case, we are in a terrible 
plight. If those words mean nothing to young folks, 
then the Bible means nothing to them for those are 
the kind of words Paul had in mind when he 
said, "Hold fast the form of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in 
Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 1: 13). We will have more to 
say later, but in the sounds of Jubilee one hears the 
drums for departure. Hobbs St. Church of Christ 

1602 W. Hobbs St. 
Athens, AL 35611 
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17th Annual 
Fort Worth Lectureship 

-January 9-12, 1994-

The Chore~ of Christ 

Sunday, January 9 
7:30 p.m ......••...•.......•...... Congregational singing led by ....................................................... Dean Mannen 
8:00 p.m .•.•.••..•...•...•..•..... The Church Is Divine in Origin ...................................................... Avon Malone 

Monday, January 10 
9:00 a.m .......................... The Church/Kingdom in Prophecy ................................................ Garell Forehand 

10:00 a.m .......................... Men's Class: The Worship of the Church ..................................... Foy Forehand 
Women's Class: God Made Them Male and Female ................... Barbara O'Banion 

11:00 a.m .......................... The Establishment of the Church .................................................. Billy Patton 
11 :50 a.m .......................... Lunch break 

1:30 p.m .......................... The Recognition of Divine Authority ............................................. Lindell Mitchell 
2:45 p.m .......................... Open Forum: The Strange Sounds We're Hearing ...................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
4:00 p.m .......................... Brown Trail School of Preaching Alumni Banquet 
6:30 p.m .......................... Congregational singing led by ....................................................... Foy Forehand 
7:00 p.m .......................... Lessons from New Testament Churches ...................................... Burt Groves 
8:00 p.m .......................... The Church Is Distinctive in Identity ............................................. George Bailey 

Tuesday, January 11 
9:00 a.m .......................... The Called-Out of Christ ............................................................... Jimmy Jividen 

10:00 a.m .......................... Men's Class: Biblical Shepherds and Deacons ............................ Dan Flournoy 
Women's Class: Accentuating the Positives ................................. Sunny Workman 

11 :00 a.m .......................... Is the Church of Christ a Denomination? ...................................... Owen Cosgrove 
11 :50 a.m .......................... "The Truth in Love" Banquet 
2:00 p.m .......................... Are There Saved People Outside the Church? ............................ Dave Miller 
3:00 p.m .......................... Open Forum: Problems We're Facing Today ............................... Hardeman Nichols 
6:30 p.m .......................... Congregational singing led by ....................................................... Ken Helterbrand 
7:00 p.m .......................... Lessons from New Testament Churches ...................................... Richard Jones 
8:00 p.m .......................... The Church I~ Definitive in Doctrine ............................................. Leroy Brownlow 

Wednesday, January 12 
9:00 a.m .......................... The Joy and Hope of Being a Christian ........................................ Mike Elrod 

10:00 a.m .......................... Men's Class: Biblical Preachers -a Staff? ................................. Robert Dodson 
Women's Class: Recognizing Divine Restrictions ........................ Pat Suba 

11 :00 a.m .......................... Having a Heart in the Lord's Work ................................................ Dean Whaley 
11 :50 a.m .......................... Honor to Whom Honor Luncheon -Roy Deaver 
2:00 p.m .......................... Faithful Unto Death ....................................................................... Thomas Warren 
3:00 p.m .......................... Open Forum: Standing for Truth -Yet Peacemakers ................ Furman Kearley 
6:30 p.m .......................... Congregational singing led by ....................................................... Joe Chase 
7:00 p.m .......................... Lessons from New Testament Churches ...................................... Johnny Ramsey 
8:00 p.m .......................... The Church Is Destined to Glory ................................................... Tom Holland 

Child care provided during women's classes and evening sessions. • Signing for hearing impaired provided as needed. 
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A limited number of electrical hookups are available for RVs. 
The lectureship book, audio, and video tapes will be available. 

Maxie Boren, director 
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A Woman's Place Is ... What 
in the Church? 

By J. E. Choate 

Wineskins eelebrated its first May anniver
sary in late September. This was said to be 
due to the lack of subscribers and advertis

ing revenue. We hope these deficiencies are now 
corrected. It is a monumental task to put together 
a monthly magazine with bona fide information. 
The Wineskins editors have not been equal to their 
task in view of such articles as "The New Birth and 
Christian Unity," "Christmas at Matthew's House," 
"Bad Dreams," and others. The anniversary issue 
zeroes in on the place and role of women in the life 
of the church. 

The "New" Christian Woman 
The place of the "new" Christian woman was 

raised by Leonard Allen in a 1992 Wineskins article 
titled ''The New Woman: Silena Holman and the 
Question of Women's Rights." Dr. Allen's article 
was based upon the exchange of ideas between 
David Lipscomb and Silena Holman regarding the 
role of women in the church in a series of Gospel 
Advocate articles published in 1888. Dr. Allen also 
addressed the matter in his recent book titled Dis
tant Voices, which calls for special attention later. 

The keynote article in the anniversary issue, 
written by Rubel Shelly, is titled "A Woman's Place 
Is ... " It is here alleged that not one new idea is de
veloped in his article. Silena Holman was indeed a 
leading champion in her day for the rights of 
women in society. The causes she championed are 
now enjoyed by our mothers, wives, and daughters. 
Her confrontation with Lipscomb was the demand 
that she made of him to define the place and role of 
women in the worship and life of the church. 

She would have Lipscomb tell her precisely 
what Paul meant in 1 Corinthians 14 and 1 Timothy 
2 for a woman to remain silent in the church. She 
elaborated in great detail the roles of women 
throughout biblical history. The exchanges between 
the two were sharp and pointed. She also portrayed 

man throughout history as brutalizing and using 
women, who found relief only after the coming of 
Christ. Lipscomb thought that she had overstated 
the case. 

Her demands on Lipscomb narrowed down to 
two fundamental questions: What did Paul mean 
when he said that women are to remain silent in the 
church? What can a woman do in the life and wor
ship of the church? Lipscomb's reply was forthright 
and direct: "It is a difficult question to determine 
exactly the limits of the law forbidding women to 
teach or usurp authority." No person has said it bet
ter than what Lipscomb said then: "We know of no 
law save this, it prohibits a woman assuming the 
position of public teacher or preacher, it prohibits 
the woman assuming authority in the management 
of church affairs, of conducting the worship of the 
church." 

Dr. Allen in his article forces Lipscomb and 
Holman into a "time warp" and transports them to 
our time in a contemporary setting. Lipscomb is 
pictured as a staunch foe of the "new woman." 
Holman is pictured as a champion of women's 
tights before her time had come. Dr. Allen distorts 
the picture and makes a case other than what is set 
forth in the Gospel Advocate. (The writer will sup
ply the full texts of the articles at 5 cents per page 
plus mailing cost. My time is free.) 

"A Woman's Place Is •.• " 
Brother Shelly manages to get the "lion's share" 

of publicity in brotherhood papers, more than his 
entitlements warrant. Dr. Shelly's article obviously 
is meant to be the centerpiece of the anniversary is
sue of Wineskins. The essence of his article is little 
more than repeating the thought of Lipscomb with 
some additional commentary. 

What a woman can do. According to Dr. Shelly, 
she may minister to the needs of the church; 
use her God given talents; stand up and speak; 
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administer church programs; sing congregationally, 
in small groups, or solos; read Scripture; share in
formation about church projects; testify; teach sub
groups (male, female or mixed); and write articles 
and poems. A Nashville church leader complained 
that it is not so much what Dr. Shelly says in Nash
ville, but the weird things he says away from Nash
ville. It is not so much what Dr. Shelly says and 
does in one church setting, but the unusual remarks 
he makes in other settings. 

What a woman cannot do. In what Dr. Shelly 
writes in this respect, he seems to be paraphrasing 
the very words of David Lipscomb: (1) The Bible 
prohibits female elder-presbyters. Women are not to 
be the decision-making authorities for the church. 
(2) Neither are women to direct the "plenary" as
semblies of the church when they meet to engage in 
prayer and the teaching of God's Word. By 
"plenary" assembly, he has in mind the formal wor
ship service on Sunday morning or the Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting when the church is 
assembled for prayer and teaching the Bible. He 
would call any such assembly, e.g., a gospel meet
ing, a formal "plenary" assembly. 

The summation of what Sheiiy is saying 
amounts to this: Excluding the authority role and 
di recting the formal assemblies of the church in 
worship, a woman has the right to do anything else 
that is ri ght that any other Christian has a right 
to do. As a matter of fact, it is most difficult to pin 
brother Shelly down on any religious issue. He 
is like the ubiquitous leviathan of Herman Mel-
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viile that whalers spotted simultaneously in oceans 
all over the world. He is Hector on his horse taking 
off in all directions at the same time. And also as 
brother Shelly would have you know, he possesses 
an unequaled piety, spirituality, and intellectual 
acumen which is the envy of us all. 

Case Precedents 
Imagine a religious service in a church of Christ 

auditori.um, where prayers are said, the Bible read, 
and the name of God invoked for special bles
sings from the pulpit. There is also assembled in the 
midst of the people, a special singing group of men 
and women whose s inging of religious songs is 
accompanied by a female soloist and an assort
ment of musical instruments. This is a descri ption 
of a special service conducted by Rubel Shelly in 
an area church. We would that he provide his own 
description and personal rationale for the occasion. 

This is a similar methodology to that employed 
by the digressives more than a century ago. The 
piano was first moved into the Sunday school 
downstairs, and later on moved into the auditorium 
upstairs to be used in the church worship service. 
Just as we wait on the Lord for the unfolding of his 
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wonders, we need only to wait on brother Shelly for 
his "smoke and mirror" interpretation of Scripture. 
A truism is that excesses breed excesses. 

There is much, much more in the May issue of 
Wineskins. Michael Cope urges elders to keep their 
preachers while they search the Scriptures for truth 
which has escaped the rest of us. Boards of trustees 
are urged to support faculty who hold deep convic
tions resulting from "deep Bible study:' Warren 
Barrett pleads in his article, "Smoke Screens That 
Cloud Our Vision": "Please elders, trustees, editors, 
preachers - let us discuss this question openly. 
Don't make it a test of fellowship. Don't mark and 
destroy." Of course not! By all means give your 
preacher time to win over a majority of the mem
bership and elders in order for him to move in and 
take over the church. And boards of trustees, don't 
fire your "scholarly" faculty no matter how outra
geous their theology may be. Give them time to se
cure tenure, and they will snub you to your face. 

Just what are the "smoke screens" that brother 
Barrett has in mind that conservative Christians 
throw up to conceal their activities? He describes 
them as having the "circling of the wagons" com
plex? Let's expand the metaphor: "The fearful 
conservative Christians are circling their wagons in 
fear of the wild Indians (liberals) who may swoop 
down on them at any moment. But never fear, 
the brave calvary are coming led by their brave cap
tains, Shelly, Cope, and Barrett, waving high their 
Bible banners of newly-discovered Bible truths 
about the place and role of women in the church." 
(Incidentally, this writer is listed in the Library of 
Congress authority file on the history of the "Old 
West." He can spot the high-plains "drifters" long 
before they come out of the haze.) 

Summary Appraisals 
Where will many of the churches of Christ be in 

years ahead? Only God knows. An ex-Christian col
lege president endorses the presence of women 
in the pulpit. One Texas church uses women in lead
ership roles, leading singing, public prayer, etc. 
A Massachusetts elder sees nothing amiss with 
women elders (October, Spiritual Sword). 

Conservative churches of Christ learned painful 
lessons from the "digressives" who, a century 
ago, invaded church after church. Their modem day 

"disciples," are now among us in force. They have 
high profile presences in our schools, religious 
publications, and pulpits. Some have been with 
us for along time, e.g., Leroy Garrett and Carl 
Ketcherside; and others like Rubel Shelly and Max 
Lucado are following in their footsteps. 

We have always had our "Rehoboams who tell 
us of a new and brighter day. The modem day coun
terparts of Sanballat and the Ashdodites have al
ready destroyed portions of the walls of the "New 
Jerusalem" and would take them all down. The con
servative churches of Christ are now on to the 
tactics of our "New Age" cultural church of Christ 
brethren. To the watchman on the wall, you may 
think your church is safe from them. Eternal vigi
lance is the price of freedom in Christ. Have no 
doubt about it, the liberals are after your churches 
now as the "digressives" were a hundred years ago. 

3714* Belmont Blvd. 
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A Dialogue - 3 

Royce Money, President of Abilene Christian University 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Editor of the Firm Foundation 
(Brother Money's portion of this dialogue was first printed in a pamphlet he wrote and that was widely 

distributed at the request of the trustees of Abilene Christian University. His brochure, therefore, represents 
the official position of the school. For the purpose of this discussion, we are merely reprinting what brother 
Money and the board have broadcast.) 

Money: We must determine the essentials of 
faith apart from traditions, customs, comfort and 
personal preference. Here's a lesson of history: the 
longer we exist as a distinctive Christian movement 
to restore New Testament Christianity, the more 
difficult this goal will become. 

Dobbs: Is the faith you mention the faith of Ro
mans 10:17 that comes by hearing the Word of 
God? If yes, the essentials of that faith are every
thing the New Testament teaches us to do. 

We do not have the right to disregard a single 
rule of the perfect law of liberty. 

What traditions do you have in mind? Apostolic 
traditions are binding, and we may not add to or 
take away from them (2 Thess. 2:15; 3:6). But if we 
fetter people with traditions of men, our service is 
vain (Matt. 15:9). Please give more information 
about what you mean when you speak of custom, 
comfort, and personal preference. Those in the re
stored church are not a movement. They are the 
church one reads about in the New Testament. 

CaBBO 

Money: We must realize in dealing with those 
who differ with us, both within our fellowship and 
beyond, that tolerance and a certain level of fellow
ship is not the same as a total endorsement of 
another's views. Some of us have adopted an "ei
ther-or" view. People are either totally acceptable 
to us in their doctrinal beliefs or they are totally 
wrong. Some have decided that if we cannot en
dorse virtually every doctrinal stance of another, 
then we must have nothing to do with them. The 
whole is judged by one part. 

If that were the case in New Testament times, 
Paul would have had a hard time in Corinth, Ephe-
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sus, Jerusalem, and a lot of other places. 
To tolerate simply means to "put up with" 

someone, even when you do not agree with what 
they are doing. The Bible teaches that we should 
not tolerate those who deny Christ or who live lives 
of unrepentant immorality. 

But that leaves us a lot of room for mutual con
sideration of our differences and a charitable spirit 
toward those with whom we disagree. 

Dobbs: Brother Money, what incorrect "doctri
nal stance" did the apostle Paul "put up with" in 
the church at Corinth? What false teaching was 
tolerated by inspired men in any church -Ephesus 
or Jerusalem or any other place? Brother Money, 
are you suggesting that we should "put up with" 
the false teaching of the Independent Christian 
Church or the Disciples of Christ? Who do you 
have in mind when you speak of tolerating and 
fellow shipping those beyond our fellowship? How 
can you fellowship someone who is beyond your 
fellowship? 

We have noticed that you do not tolerate the 
Firm Foundation very well. 

How do you use the expression "charitable 
spirit"? Charitable can mean acceptable, or it can 
mean to love your enemies, which of course does 
not mean ignoring any wrong thing they do or 
teach. We are expected to oppose every false teach
ing (Jude 1:3); convict the gainsayers (Titus 1:9); 
and, in preaching the Word, to rebuke and reprove, 
although with longsuffering (2 Tim. 4:2). 

oee 
Money: We must learn how to handle diversity 

in a charitable way. Namely, worship styles. There 
are many kinds of diversity besides doctrinal: 



geographic, social or cultural, economic, age, edu
cation and ethnic. It is interesting that within our 
brotherhood, black churches traditionally have 
had a different style from predominantly white 
churches, yet no one has complained or withdrawn 
fellowship. And of course, urban churches differ 
from rural churches. 

Diversity is already there in all our churches. To 
deny it is to prolong the problem. Every diversity I 
just mentioned existed in the 1st century A.D. when 
the church began and flourished. We are not with
out biblical guidance on these matters. Romans 14 
and 15 deal with it extensively. 

Diversity can be viewed as a strength, not 
a weakness. Within set biblical parameters, as 
I have already outlined, diversity can and should be 
celebrated and not condemned. 

Dobbs: Brother Money, you started out advo
cating "diversity of belief," and now you suggest 
that you merely mean differences of physical ap
pearance, standing, and location. Some are men, 
and some are women; some are fat, and some are 
thin,· some are rich, and some are poor; some live 
in cities, and some live in the country. Is this the 
only kind of diversity you are talking about? 

If a local congregation comprised mainly of 
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black people taught something contrary to sound 
doctrine, the false teaching should be opposed, and 
the false teachers marked and avoided (Rom. 
16:17). 

Romans 14 and 15 discuss matters where God 
has not legislated, and in these areas of indiffer
ence we are to "bear the infirmities of the weak 
and not to please ourselves." However, an attitude 
of live and let live is not acceptable when the rules 
and regulations of the new covenant are the con
sideration. "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world" 
(1 John 4:1). Fp 
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In Christ 3 
By Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

I n previous articles we have given many Scrip
tures that speak of being in Christ. Then de
tailed the plight of one who is outside Christ -

one who has never obeyed the Lord as well as the 
pathetic plight of apostates. If it is so tragic to be 
outside Christ, and it is, and if it is so thrilling to be 
in Christ, and it assuredly is, then it becomes very 
vital to know how we come into Christ. 

To be in Christ is the same spiritual relationship 
as being in his kingdom. Jesus told his night-time 
visitor, Nicodemus, in Jerusalem: 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again (from above - margin), he cannot 
see the kingdom of God ... Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God .... Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again (from above- margin) 
(John 3:3, 5, 7). 

Every person who came into Christ in the 
lxx>k of Acts, an eminent book of conversions 
or new births, or in the epistles was born again, was 
born from above, was born of water and the Spirit. 

The new birth that places people into Christ de
mands five steps: 

1. There is to be the hearing that produces 
faith. Paul wrote, "So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10: 17); he 
spoke of the "hearing of faith" to the Galatians. 
Hearing only will not avail. James 1:22-25 tells 
why. 

2. There is to be faith. Belief precedes salva
tion (Mark 16: 16). Without faith no one can please 
God (He b. 11 :6). Unless we believe in Christ's de
ity we will die in our sins, and where he is we may 
not come (John 8:21, 24). Granted to the believer is 
the privilege of becoming God's child (John 1: 12). 

3. One must repent or perish. Jesus so taught in 
Luke 13:3, 5. Quite bluntly Jesus tells them to turn 
or burn! God now commands repentance of all 
(Acts 17:30). Both it and immersion precede remis-
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sion of sins in Acts 2:38. The impenitent person can 
never know the spiritual joy of being in Christ. His 
adamant reluctance to change his mind toward 
sin will ever block his conversion to Christ. God 
will not do his repenting; neither can another do 
it for him. He alone can do this. Coming into Christ 
is personally done - not accomplished by a proxy 
process such as Mormonism makes available. 

4. One must confess faith in Jesus as God's 
only begotten Son. If we expect the Lord to confess 
us in the there and then, it is imperative that we con
fess him in the here and now (Matt. 10:32). The 
eunuch so confessed him just prior to his and 
Philip's entrance into the water (Acts 8:36-38). 
Confession is unto (in the direction of or toward) 
salvation. Paul so affirmed in Romans 10:9-10. 

5. We must be baptized. This is the wonderful 
way we come into the name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). Jesus links belief and 
baptism together in Mark 16: 16 and places both 
stipulations before salvation. Repentance and bap
tism precede the reception of pardon (Acts 2:38). 
Pardon is granted when we are baptized in water for 
the remission of sins. Baptism now saves (1 Pet. 
3:21). We get into the beautiful benefits of Christ's 
blood by baptism (Rom. 6:3-4). However, no pas
sage says it more clearly or more convincingly than 
does Galatians 3:27. In the ASV the passage reads, 
"For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
did put on Christ." You did if you were. Did what? 
Put on Christ. If you were what? Baptized into 
Christ. The converse would be that you did not if 
you were not. Did not do what? Put on Christ. If 
you were not what? Baptized into Christ! 

We come into Christ by gospel obedience, the 
culminating step which is baptism. Hearing, faith, 
repentance, and confession are unto or toward 
Christ; baptism is into Christ. From then on we are 
spoken of as being in Christ. . P. 0. Box 464 

Rzpley, TN 38063 
Fp 
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Among the ''Scholars'' 2 
By David W. Hester 

T he papers presented at the Christian Scholars 
Conference at Harding University this year 
were grouped in subtopics under the main 

theme, worship. The average session lasted two and 
a half hours. Each speaker was allowed thirty min
utes to deliver his speech. After the speeches, there 
was a 30-minute discussion-and-question period. 

My speech was titled "Is the Use of the Instru
ment in Worship a Sin?" Two men were scheduled 
to speak along with me. One claimed that no ex
ample in the New Testament is binding. The other 
identified with the "anti-Sunday-school" people. 

My speech was a basic sermon proving from the 
New Testament that use of the musical instrument 
in worship of God is wrong. I dealt with the 
nature and authority of Scripture; the nature of wor
ship, showing from John 4:24 that worship involves 
both an attitude and an action; Ephesians 5:19 and 
Colossians 3:16 were scrutinized. The early church 
was studied and ample evidence presented showing 
the early church only sang and did not use the in
strument. My conclusion was that the use of instru
ments of music in worship of God is sinful. 

Some arguments made to defend the use of the 
instrument were reviewed. Among them were: 
the Old Testament argument, the "in heaven" ar
gument, the "no congregational singing" argu
ment, and the "relationship to justification" argu
ment. The last one is a jewel. Some say that one's 
view of this issue is directly related to his view of 
justification. It is disingenuous to advocate instru
mental music in worship, be critical of the authority 
of the New Testament, and when someone attempts 
to engage in serious discussion, have the same critic 
say,_ "Isn't it a shame that we're spending all of 
our time arguing over these trivial issues." 
The critic himself brought it up! 

The moderator for my session was the editor 
of a left-wing magazine. There were several of the 
''progressive" leaders in the audience, as well 
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as a couple of men from the Independent Christian 
Church. I thought we would have a lively discus
sion. 

The first man who spoke was the one who does 
not believe examples are binding. To my plea
sant surprise, he argued, based on Clement of Alex
andria's writings, that psallo was understood by 
frrst and second-century Christians as being exclu
sively a cappella. 

When my turn came, I noticed some skeptical 
looks in the crowd. I also noticed some who were in 
agreement. The moderator looked horrified when I 
mentioned the words law and prooftexting. 

At the end of each speech, it was customary 
for the crowd to applaud the speaker. However, af
ter my speech, no one applauded! To paraphrase 
Dan Quayle, "I wear their non-applause like a 
badge of honor." 

The last speaker in our session made reference 
to my speech saying he "would like to answer it" 
but did not. 

When the discussion period began, I was ready, 
but not one person asked a question about my pa
per! Only two questions were asked about the first 
speech. The moderator said, "I've got a lot of ques
tions," but he dismissed the gathering, due, he said, 
to the late hour, without asking his questions. 

Leftists apparently think the way to answer an 
argument is to ignore it. Just leave it alone. Note 
this statement from a letter sent to the partici
pants before the conference: "Presentations should 
address issues, not personalities, and should be 
written and presented in an irenic fashion." The let
ter also said, "It is not a polemic platform." I heard 
a couple of "polemics" delivered by some of the 
leftists! 

No one publicly questioned my speech, but 
there was reaction. The moderator said he wanted to 
talk about a few things with me sometime. Another 
man took issue with my supposed claim that only 



commands are binding. When I pointed out that 
I did not restrict the oracles of God to direct com
mands, he backed off. I pointed out that the New 
Testament authorizes by direct statement, example, 
and implication. 

Did my speech do any good? The truth on the 
music question was presented. It is my conviction 

the truth of God must be presented, even in hostile 
circumstances. Debating may be out of vogue with 
the leftists, but those of us who love truth must grab 
every opportunity for the battle to be joined. 

Rt. 4, Box 138 
Tuscumbia, AL 35674 
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Studies in the Restoration 2 
By L. L. Brigance 

The Model Church 

I n the article immediately preceding this one the 
conclusion was reached that there is revealed in 
the New Testament a model, or pattern, of the 

church that Christ approved during the first cen
tury; and since there has been no new revelation of 
the divine will from that time to the present, since 
the faith was once for all delivered unto the saints 
(Jude 3), and since "Jesus Christ is the same yester
day and today, yea and for ever" (Heb. 13:8), it 
must follow that he approves the same church now. 

Impeaching the Omniscience and 
Omnipotence of God 

The writer once heard a preacher of the "Chris
tian Church" say that "we must interpret the Bible 
in the light of the twentieth century." That was as 
much as to say that the meaning of the Bible is not 
constant, but varies as the centuries come and go, 
as the conditions, manners and customs of human
ity change. It follows, therefore, that one must 
know the century under consideration before he 
could determine the meaning of the Scriptures. But 
who is to do the interpreting? and how is he and 
others to know that his interpretation is correct? Dr. 
Fortune says in his history, The Disciples in Ken
tucky, that "there have been those who believed it 
is the spirit of the New Testament church that 
should be restored, and in our method of working 
the church must adapt itself to changing condi
tions." But again we ask: Who is to do the adapt
ing? And how may he know that his adaptations are 
right and will be pleasing to the great Head of the 
church? 

All this is a challenge to the wisdom or power 
of God, or both. It clearly implies that God could 
not give man a system of religion adequate for all 
times and circumstances, but only for the time at 
which it was given, and must then leave it to the 
wisdom of man to modify it as conditions de
manded. 

Perish the thought! This is an impeachment of 
the wisdom and power of God. It subjects God to 
the limitations of man. But he says: "For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways. ... For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isa. 
55:8-9). God does not work by experiment, by trial 
and error. He declares the end from the beginning 
(Isa. 46: 1 0). He could look down the centuries to 
the end of time and give humanity a religious insti
tution that was adequate for every race, age, and 
condition of mankind; and so he did. 

Dr. DeGroot's Challenge 
In several instances in his recent book, Dr. 

DeGroot indirectly challenges somebody-any
body - to name the essential characteristics of the 
true church in one, two, three order. He implies that 
nobody has ever attempted to do this, and the reason 
is that everyone is afraid to do so. Here is an extract 
from page 51 in Grounds of Divisions Among the 
Disciples of Christ: 

But none has been so bold as to undertake 
what ought to be the simple operation of list
ing and exhibiting these 'so express' charac
teristics of the true church, and thus plotting 
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the path to unity. It is more strategic, for de
nominational loyalty, to continue to worship 
an ideal rather than to risk finding that there is 
no actuality corresponding to the cherished 
dream. 

Again he says, "If such things exist, it should be a 
simple matter to exhibit them in one, two, three or
der." 

It is really astonishing that anyone who knows 
as much about Restoration history as Dr. DeGroot 
does would say, "But none has been so bold as to 
undertake what ought to be the simple operation of 
listing and exhibiting these 'so express' character
istics of the true church," when the facts are that 
thousands of sermons have been preached on the 
"Identity of the Church," the purpose of every one 
of which was to do this very thing. Very few 
themes have been more popular among preachers 
of the Restoration Movement. Is it possible that Dr. 
DeGroot is unfamiliar with the sermonic literature 
of the church? Did he never hear nor preach a ser
mon on the subject himself? Of course, no digres
sive preacher can consistently preach on this sub
ject now, because he has given up the marks of 
identity with the true church, but preachers of the 
churches of Christ still "ring the changes" on this 
important theme, and "no one dares to molest them 
or make them afraid." 

The Challenge Accepted 
It requires no special ability nor courage to ac

cept Dr. DeGroot's challenge. In meeting it, noth
ing new or original is required. I have known how 
to answer it since boyhood days when I used to 
hear the great old preachers of the church preach 
on its identity. It was an easy lesson. 

The model church is the church revealed in the 
New Testament, both by precept and example. As 
previously suggested, perhaps no single congrega-

"Are You Looking for a Church?" 
by Raymond T. Exum 
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tion stands as a perfect model, because all the es
sential characteristics of the church are not exhib
ited in connection with it. But the model church 
must have all the divinely-approved characteristics 
of all the churches mentioned in the New Testa
ment, together with all the instructions given them, 
both positive and negative. If anything connected 
with the church is not made clear enough to be un
derstood by responsible human beings, then it is 
not an essential characteristic. 

Marks of Identification 
1. The names and descriptive titles of the 

church and its members. The church, the church of 
God, the household of faith, the kingdom of God, 
the kingdom of heaven, the churches of Christ, the 
body of Christ, the temple of God - these are 
some of the names and titles applied to the church 
in the New Testament. Names are means of identi
fication. Bible names are significant. They set forth 
some characteristic of the church. It is right to use 
any or all of them, but no one to the exclusion of 
the others. A motto of the Restoration was: "Call 
Bible things by Bible names." 

The members of the church were called dis
ciples with a little "d," saints, brethren, believers, 
and Christians. These are the names that would be 
applied to God's people today. 

2. Organization or church government. The 
organization of the churches of Christ was the very 
essence of simplicity. It applied to single and sepa
rate congregations. There were never as many as 
two under the same organization. The churches 
were perfectly autonomous. There were no separate 
organizations within or without, above or beneath. 
The complete organization is set forth in one verse 
of Scripture: "Paul and Timotheus, the servants of 
Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which 
are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons" 
(Phil. 1:1). Here is the whole thing "in a nut
shell"- the saints or members in general; the bish
ops, or elders; and the deacons. The qualifications 
and duties of all three classes are clearly set forth in 
other Scriptures. There was a plurality of elders 
and deacons in a single congregation. Any organi
zation other than this is unauthorized in the Scrip
tures. 

3. Doctrine. The doctrine taught by the early 



church is found in the New Testament- in fact, is 
the New Testament. Those who spoke it and wrote 
it were members of the church and were guided by 
the Holy Spirit. It is, therefore, "given by inspira
tion of God," and is perfect and complete. Nothing 
necessary to living the Christian life, to carrying on 
the work and worship of the church, and to being 
saved eternally is omitted. If this be not so, then the 
Scriptures have no authority and should have no 
more weight with us than any other masterpiece of 
literature. But the "Scripture inspired of God is also 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be complete, furnished com
pletely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17.) 

No modifications, deviations, or digressions 
from this doctrine are allowed. "Whosoever goeth 
onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, 
hath not God" (2 John 9); "that thou mightest 
charge some that they teach no other doctrine" ( 1 
Tim. 1 :3); "but speak thou the things which be
come sound doctrine" (Tit. 2: 1); "if any man teach 
otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, 
even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the 
doctrine which is according to godliness; he is 
proud, knowing nothing" (1 Tim. 6:3, 4); "take 
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue 
in them" (1 Tim. 4: 16). Paul declared: "But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gos
pel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1 :8.) But why 
multiply such Scriptures? This doctrine gives clear 
and specific instructions to sinners, both outside 
and inside the church; it tells Christians how to live 
the Christian life and go to heaven when they die. 
What more is needed? 

4. Work. The model church was a working 
church. We find it engaged in certain activities, 
chief of which were the development of its own 
members, the work of benevolence, and the 
preaching of the gospel. 

Self-edification was the work of teaching and 
training themselves and one another, rooting and 
grounding one another in the faith, and preparing 
themselves for service in the kingdom of God. This 
they did. Paul admonished the Thessalonian church 
to "edify one another," and then said, "Even as also 

ye do" (1 Thess. 5: 11). He said to the Romans, "Let 
every one of us please his neighbor for his good to 
edification" (Rom. 15:2). "Let all things be done 
unto edifying" (1 Cor. 14:26). When Christ as
cended, "he gave some, apostles; and some, proph
ets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ" (Eph. 4:11-16). 

The work of benevolence is urged by Paul 
when he says to the Galatians: "As we have there
fore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, espe
cially unto them who are of the household of faith" 
(Gal. 6: 1 0). He and his companions went among 
the churches of Achaia and Macedonia urging them 
to give to the poor saints in Jerusalem (2 Cor. 8,9). 
He taught the churches to support worthy widows 
(1 Tim. 5:3-10), and James says that pure and un
defiled religion is "to visit the fatherless and wid
ows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspot
ted from the world" (James 1:27). Church members 
were taught to feed the hungry, give drink to the 
thirsty, clothe the naked, visit the sick and those in 
prison. 

The work of preaching the gospel. The church 
is said to be the "pillar and ground [or support] of 
the truth" (1 Tim. 3:15). The mystery of the gospel, 
"the manifold wisdom of God," the eternal purpose 
of God to save the world through Christ, was to be 
made known by the church (Eph. 3:9-11 ). We find 
the New Testament churches actively engaged in 
preaching the gospel at home and abroad. The 
greatest missionary activity in the history of the 
church was carried on during the first third or half 
century after it was established. The Lord's com
mission to "go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15) was carried 
out during this time. "Yes verily, their sound went 
into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of 
the world" (Rom. 10: 18); the gospel was preached 
"to every creature which is under heaven" (Col. 
1:23) before the death of Paul. The Thessalonian 
church was an ensample, pattern, model "to all that 
believe in Macedonia and Achaia. For from you 
sounded out the word of the Lord not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place 
your faith to God-ward is spread abroad" (1 Thess. 
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1:7 -8). So here, then, is a model church in the mat
ter of preaching the word. 

The church at Antioch separated Saul and Bar
nabas for mission work and sent them away. They 
went far away by sea and land into foreign coun
tries, preached Christ in many cities, planted 
churches, and then returned to the church that sent 
them out, called it together, and made a report of 
their work (Acts 13,14). Nothing is said about their 
support, but it is to be supposed that the church at 
Antioch took care of that. Later on we find the 
church at Philippi sending "once and again" to 
Paul's necessity after he had gone on from there to 
other fields (Phil. 4:15-16). 

So, then, we find the New Testament churches 
selecting their missionaries, sending them away, 
sending contributions to them, and then receiving 
their report. The most effective missionary efforts 
in the history of the world were carried on in this 
way by the churches of the apostolic period with
out any organization of any kind, except that of the 
local church. If it could be so done then, with so 
much better facilities for travel and communication 
now, it can be done today. 

5. Worship. The worship of God is a feeling 
of love, reverence, and gratitude, which originates 
in the heart and is expressed in certain acts which 
are set forth in the New Testament. Man cannot de
vise a way of his own to worship God. Such a way 
would be vain worship (Mark 7:7). An act of 
acceptable worship is such because God so ap
points it. Who is to be pleased in the worship, God 
or man? God, of course. But how is man to know 
what will please God? Not by what pleases him
self, but by what God says in his Word. Is there any 
other way? If so, what is it? So, then, we must turn 
to the New Testament to learn what to do in wor
shiping God. 

Immediately after the church was established in 
Jerusalem, the record says, "And they continued 
stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayer." The things 
mentioned here were done after they had "gladly 
received his word and were baptized" (Acts 2:41-
42). It is generally agreed that they were engaged 
in these as different items of worship. The church 
at Troas came together on the first day of the week 
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to "break bread" (Acts 20:7), which is understood 
to refer to the Lord's Supper- one of the principal 
items of worship. Since the other things mentioned 
in Acts 2:42 are associated with the "breaking of 
bread," they must have been items of worship also. 
One other thing must be classified with these items 
of worship- namely, "speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord" (Eph. 
5:19; Col. 3:16). These things may all be done in 
our worship upon the authority of God's Word. 
What else can? 

Thus we have set forth in one, two, three order 
the principal characteristics, the marks of identity, 
of the "model church," the apostolic church. Dr. 
DeGroot's challenge has been met. By following 
the New Testament we can reproduce the church 
today with all of these divine characteristics. If not, 
why not? 

We set out in this series of articles to prove that 
the "Disciples," some or all of them, have departed, 
digressed, from the original position of the great 
leaders of the Restoration Movement, and to show 
that there is a church revealed in the New Testa
ment which stands as God's model for all churches 
until time shall be no more. Have we made our case 
or not? If we have not, we believe it to be Dr. 
DeGroot's solemn duty to show where in we have 
failed. Will he do so? We will wait and see. 

L L Brigance, deceased 

(Brother Brigance was a professor of Bible at 
Freed-Hardeman University for about half a cen
tury. He was also a staff writer for the Gospel Ad
vocate. His articles on "Studies in the Resoration" 
first appeared in the early 1940s. He was dealing 
with the liberalism and apostasy of the Disciples of 
Christ [Christian Church}, but his words are timely 
today because some among us are following the le
thal course pursued by the digressives almost 100 
years ago. Reading the 50-year-old writings of this 
scholarly gospel preacher would almost cause one 
to think he was talking about conditions in the 
church in 1993- Dobbs.) 



Evolution Is Falling 
By E. Claude Gardner 

M ore and more evolution is being rejected not 
only by the common people but also by 
scholars and scientists. This impression is 

confirmed in the 1993, 17th printing of The Col
lapse of Evolution by Scott M. Huse. 

Dr. Huse holds a bachelors, two masters and 
two doctoral degrees. He has credentials sufficient 
to expose the fanciful theory of evolution. 

This volume with a beautiful cover contains 
172 pages which are well organized. He discusses 
the shortcomings of evolution in the disciplines of 
geology, paleontology, physics, mathematics, biol
ogy and anthropology. He "covers the water front." 
Dr. Huse examines the most commonly cited 
"proofs" for evolution. Under the heading "Bibli
cal Considerations" he lists 24 contrasts between 
evolution and the Bible. He shows that a person 
cannot believe both. One cannot believe in theistic 
evolution and the Bible. 

On one page he purports to list all of the 
"known, scientific facts" to prove evolution, and 
then he gives a blank page. There are none! 

A glossary, 11 pages of technical terms, is help
ful to those who do not have a scientific and tech
nical background. 

It is interesting to see a list of 8 pages of "cre
ation-science organizations" located in several na
tions. In the United States 57 groups are given. 
These dedicated students and researchers will con
tinue to increase the truth spotlight on the pseudo
science of evolution. 

Dr. Huse contends for a young earth by special 
creation of God in six literal days. He gives con
vincing proof that the universe is not 30 billions of 
years old and that each of six days cannot represent 
a long period of time. 

He gives a quotation from a scientist which 
likely explains why many reject the creation ac
count. It is based on a rejection of God. Since they 
refuse to believe in God, they will not believe in 
special creation. Then they tum to the only other 

alternative which is "spontaneous generation." 
Dr. Huse rightly concludes that the popular ac

ceptance of evolution is the cause of the many 
moral problems in the world. Millions have a 
"meaningless existence" now and in the future. The 
cover of the book sets forth the thesis: 

The premise is challenging: That a proposition 
concerning origins is the foundation of all 
other convictions, actions, and beliefs, a cor
rect understanding of origins is therefore vital 
to the general welfare of man and society. 

May I implore preachers and teachers to pre
sent some lessons exposing evolution. Especially is 
this urgent for high school and college age stu
dents. We need to show them that biblical creation
ism is believable and they should not be embar
rassed to take their stand on the Genesis account of 
the origin of the universe and man. Some predict 
that evolution may be discredited as a hoax in the 
next generation. 372 Mill Street 

Henderson, TN 38340 
(Editor's note: Another excellent source for in-

formation on evolutionism is Apologetics Press, 
230 Landmark Drive, Montgomery, AL 36117,· 
phone (205) 272-8558. Write or call for their 1993 
catalogue- Dobbs.) Fp 
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0 ur readers continue to cheer us on our way, 
but with some exceptions. A lady from 
Memphis wrote, "We enjoy the Firm 

Foundation so very much. You do a marvelous job 
of standing firm for the faith." Others have written, 
"We commend you for standing for the truth and 
against the winds of change blowing from the lib
eral left. ... I attended ACU's homecoming and saw 
their stage production of Meet Me in St. Louis. ACU 
students performed all types of dancing, including 
ballroom, ballet, and tap. I was very upset and 
wrote the president about it, but it seems they want 
to please the majority. ... I really enjoy the Firm 
Foundation. Keep up the good work .... Please dis
continue the Firm Foundation. I don't believe God 
intends for us to run our thoughts on the negative 
side (Ed. note: Maybe you should read Revelation 
21:8, which is very negative) . ... I have been intend
ing to write and thank you for the Firm Foundation 
and your stand against false doctrine. I came out of 
denominationalism, and I just want to be a member 
of the Lord's church .... Thanks for the extra copies 
of the Firm Foundation. I will take them to the 
preachers meeting and try to get some subscribers. 
Keep up the good work. ... I do not want to miss 
even one copy." 

Thank you, my dear friends. Our readers give 
us a lift and make the day worth while. God bless 
you every one. 

His Ship Has Come In 

0 Victor Zonana celebrated with his friends 
when he was appointed by HHS Secretary Donna 
Shalala to be the departments deputy assistant sec
retary for public affairs/media. Zonana is well 
qualified for the job as the department's spokes
man, since he is a cofounder of the National Les
bian and Gay Journalists Association. God help us! 

Hooray! 
f) On March 14th during a regular bus

iness meeting, Midway Baptist Church passed a 

unanimous motion to withhold support from 
Baylor University, in light of its continued ethical 
and moral decay. 

Smiling Jack Kevorkian 

0 Kevorkian and his Dutch allies have en
tered a post-Christian era that resembles the pre
Christian pagan era, when not all life was worth 
living, and suicide was an honorable way out. 
Their logic is inherent in Roe vs. Wade: If a woman 
and her doctor can end the life of an unborn child, 
who are these "religious fanatics" to tell her she 
cannot end a life too painful to live? Whose life is 
it anyway? ... God is the Author of life. He has 
written the rules of human conduct in his Word and 
on the human heart; no man is permitted to play 
God and take innocent life. But, in the New Age, 
that is the old dogma of a dead creed. God does 
not exist. If he does, he is not a party to the debate. 
Each of us, individually, determines his own moral 
code; and we will decide, democratically, of 
course, when life begins, and when it should end 
(Conservative Chronicle, August 1993). 
Do Tell? 

0 The transsexual, Susan Stryker of the Uni
versity of San Francisco, describes herself as a little 
boy from Oklahoma who turned out to be a trans
sexual leather-dyke with a Berkeley Ph.D. She is 
angry with lesbians for not accepting her as a 
woman. She is also angry with the culture which 
she believes is suffering from a bad case of 
"transphobia." She wants to reclaim the word mon
ster, just as gays are trying to reclaim the word 
queer (U.S. News & World Report, July 12, 1993). 
NEA 
~ The National Endowment for the Arts 

funded with your tax dollars a picture of a corpse's 
head sliced in two and smushed lip to lip. Much of 
the "art" endowed by the NEA is so unspeakably 
foul and vulgar, with rancid explicit sexual state
ments, that it cannot be described in a paper like 
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the Firm Foundation. Congress by a margin of two 
to one passed restrictions on the NEA that would 
have prevented it from spending your tax dollars 
on offensive art. After a bill passes the House and 
Senate, it goes to a Conference Committee that is 
supposed to work out the differences in the House 
and Senate bills and send the revised bill back for 
final passage. In what was called "corn for porn" 
the committee members agreed to allow the chair
man to wipe out the restrictions on the NEA if he 
would not raise grazing fees. Many of the members 
of the conference committee had constituents who 
would be unfavorably affected by higher grazing 
fees. The restrictions on the NEA were killed. Too 
bad! 

Supreme Court 

0 At the confirmation hearings, no member of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee asked Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg about her outlandish writings, such as her 
demands that the laws against statutory rape and 
prostitution be repealed, that prisons be sex-inte
grated, and that the age of sexual consent be low
ered to age 12. 

Quotation 

0 Yeats said we live in a world where the best 
"lack all conviction" and the worst "are full of pas
sionate intensity." 

Amen! 

26 

~ Tom Bethell wrote: 
'The culture' really refers to a widely held 

set of beliefs about the purpose of life and the 
way in which society should be organized as a 
consequence. Those beliefs, in the U.S. as 
in the West generally, were for a long time 
broadly Judea-Christian. Those who did not 
share these underlying religious beliefs were 
nonetheless for the most part willing to assent 
to them, and to accept the resulting framework 
of law and custom: abortion is wrong and 
should be illegal, homosexual behavior is 
shameful and should be frowned on, at best 
closeted; sexual intercourse should be con
fined to one's spouse, and so on. 

All those beliefs have for a long time been 
under attack and have now been very widely 
discarded. Laws have been changed to reflect 
the new 'reality.' The results of abandoning 
the old culture are now apparent in the gay 
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bathhouses and the AIDS wards, in the addic
tion treatment centers, in the crumbling inner 
cities, in the street gangs of the underclass, in 
the abortion clinics, in the high school clinics 
that distribute condoms and Norplant, in the 
welfare offices, in the public housing projects, 
in the crime and illegitimacy rates, and most 
recently in the activities of the serial killer 
from Michigan, Jack Kevorkian (The Ameri
can Spectator, July 1993). 

Announcement 

0 We now have Koolade in new Wineskins. 

]oycelyn Elders 

0 Don Feder in The Boston Herald, Thursday, 
August 19, 1993 wrote, "Say the prophylactic pros
elytizers: If your child were in an airplane that was 
going down, wouldn't you want him to have a 
parachute, even if it was only 85 or 70 percent ef
fective?" 

Bad analogy. Teen fornication doesn't have the 
inevitability of a disaster in process. Here's a better 
hypothetical. If your child were about to leap off 
the World Trade Center, would you: (A) hand him a 
parachute that opened some of the time and wish 
him bon voyage or (B) attempt to dissuade him? 
Apparently, the CDC [Center for Disease Control] 
and Joycelyn Elders would opt for "A," with best 
wishes for a safe landing. 

Evolution 

~ Peter Schrag, editorial page editor of the 
Sacramento Bee, says the Vista Unified School 
District has ordered teachers to begin a genuine 
"exploration and dialogue" about biblical creation
ism in humanities classes. Vista, Schrag says, is a 
22,000-student school district in San Diego County 
where the Christian right last fall captured a major
ity of the seats on the five-member board. The 
board has told school teachers to give both sides of 
the creation controversy a hearing. That seems fair 
and right. But the American Civil Liberties Union 
is talking about a lawsuit, and the state Department 
of Education is "watching the situation closely." 

In the News 

~ As reported by Associated Press, a woman 
who gave up her 3-year-old son for adoption a year 
ago has decided now to fight the state to regain 
custody of the toddler. The state, on the other hand, 



is arguing that she waited too long to change her 
mind and wants instead to let a homosexual couple 
adopt him. The mother relinquished her parental 
rights to the state of Washington on September 8, 
1992, after a series of hearings. She legally had a 
year to change her mind, but missed the deadline 
by one day. Dennis Kole, the assistant attorney 
general, said the case "has nothing to do with 
whether it's appropriate for a homosexual couple to 
adopt a child. It's about whether her consent was 
valid or not." 

Pedophiles 

0 The North American Man/Boy Love Asso
ciation stinks! It wants to change the law to allow 
adults to have sex with children. John Leo, in a 
U.S. News & World Report article says: 

Child molesters don't just hang around play
grounds. They apply for jobs at schools, 
camps, the Boy Scouts, Big Brothers, 
YMCAs. Boy lovers love to work where the 
boys are. 

Leo explains: 
We are told that man-boy lovers are yet an
other oppressed group, that NAMBLA is seek
ing 'the empowerment of youth' and sexual 
self-determination for children, who are being 
exploited by parents who treat them as prop
erty ... NAMBLA is a member of the Interna
tional Lesbian and Gay Association, which has 
called on members 'to treat all sexual minori
ties with respect,' including pedophiles. 

The Leo article reports: 
Unaware he was being taped, one member of 
the group, a public school teacher, urged an
other, a public school librarian, to keep his 
membership secret until he had tenure. A third 
NAMBLA member interviewed by Channel 4 
turned out to be a former public school psy
chologist who had worked with emotionally 
handicapped children at a Queens elementary 
school ( U. S. News & World Report, October 
11, 1993). 

Contend Earnestly 
(9] William J. Bennett, secretary of education 

in the Reagan Administration and drug czar for the 
Bush administration, spoke to a gathering of the 
Christian Coalition at the Washington Hilton Hotel 
on September 11, 1993. He made this interesting 
observation: 

We asked teachers in 1940 to identify the 
top problems in America's public schools. 
And they identified talking out of tum; chew
ing gum; making noise; running in halls; cut
ting in line; dress code infractions; and litter
ing. 

When asked the same question in 1990, 
teachers identified drug abuse; alcohol abuse; 
pregnancy; suicide; rape; robbery; assault. 
That is cultural decline. 

Three-fifths of the children who enter 
school either do not graduate or graduate with 
less than a seventh-grade education. This is ri
diculous. We have to put an end to nonsense in 
the classroom; quackery in the curriculum; 
back-of-the-bus math; dumbed-down science; 
phony African history; and happy-face con
dom hours. It has to end now. 

Abortion Coverage 
~ The Clinton proposed health plan has a pro

vision that is reprehensible to the great majority of 
Americans: It would force every health insurance 
plan in the country to pay for abortion-on-demand. 
A CBS/New York 1imes poll in March found that 
72 percent of Americans opposed including abor
tion in the basic benefits package under a national 
health plan, which is precisely what Clinton is pro
posing. Stan Greenberg, the White House's own 
pollster, admits that most people "abhor the act and 
are opposed to using tax dollars for abortions." 

A minor may abort an unborn child without her 
parent's consent, yet she can't go on a field trip to 
the zoo without parental permission. 

Of Genera/Interest 
g America's capital city is to become the first 

jurisdiction in the nation to recruit homosexuals to 
adopt foster children, under a new policy of the 
District of Columbia's social services department. 
Five children have already been placed in the 
homes of homosexual individuals or couples in 
Washington, but the department, yielding to com
plaints by gay activists, has agreed to begin circu
lating social workers in the gay community to find 
suitable people who want to adopt children (The 
Washington Times). 

~ If you don't know where you are going, 
having a Rolls Royce doesn't help you get there. 

Fp 
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FLORIDA MISSOURI 

CLEARWATER-CENTRAL CHURCH OF BRANSON-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 307 Seventh 
CHRIST. 1454 Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446- St., Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
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771-2646. Sun. 9, 10 a.m .. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
Mark Mosher, preacher. 
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Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench. minister. 
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GREATER FAIRBANKS AREA: 645 11th Avenue, Florida School of Preaching. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

ORLANDO-PINE CASTLE CHURCH OF OHIO 
CALIFORNIA CHRIST. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 21 

Lancaster Road. Jimmie B. Hill, evangelist. 855- DAYTON-NORTHRIDGE CHURCH OF 
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95351. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m .• 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. ORLANDO-WINTER PARK-SOUTH SEM- (513) 274-6801. Home or Western Ohio Valley 
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor or West Coast Firm INOLE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 5410 Lake Howell Firm Foundation Lectureship. 

Foundation Lectureship. Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed., 7:30 p.m. Brad FAIRBORN, near DAYTON and Wright-Patterson 

PASADENA, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) Poe, minister. (40
7
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SAN BERNARDINO-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3630 N."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, 
minister, 883-5232. 

SAN LORENZ0-977 Grant Ave. at Washington, 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. OKLAHOMA 

SEBASTIAN-1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 OKLAHOMA CITY-PUTNAM CITY CHURCH 
p.m. ( 407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. OF CHRIST, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
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9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Amott Lowder, 
minister. 

p.m., (415) 276-4693, Joe Gilmore, minister. Sponsor ATLANTA-AVONDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
of West Coast Firm Foundtztion Lectureship. 4017 Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032 . (404) 299-
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1475. Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside I-
285) SAN MA TE0-525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. 

9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Noah 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor or BYRON-3 mi. from exit 46 off I-75. Son Hwy 49 
West Coast Firm Foundation Lectureship. (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N-2 mi. to building. Camper 

hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 

POTTSTOWN-COVENTRY lllLLS CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bob Eddy, 
minister. (215) 326-4028. Home or Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Firm Foundation Lectureship. 

TWENTYNINE PALMS, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Robert 
R. Stephenson, preacher. 

C central 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

COLORADO 

CRAIG-CHURCH OF CHRIST, comer of Yampa 
and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 p.m. 
824-2630.Melvin Elliott, minister, 824-7040 
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(912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

INDIANA 
GREER-GREER CHURCH OFCHRIST,1215 S. 

EVANSVILLE-WEST SIDE CHURCH OF Main St., Hwy. 14 (PO Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 

9 5 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. 

CHRIST, 3232 Edgewood Dr., 47712· Sun. =1 • (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 
10:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

MICHIGAN 

HARRISON-FIR STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Preaching the whole counsel of God. 
Mark Turok, minister (517) 539-5561. 

MINNESOTA 

TENNESSEE 

CHATTANOOGA-EAST RIDGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Waymon Summers, preacher. Home of the Finn 
Foundation Lectureship. 

MEMPHIS-KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF 
DULUTII-DULUTH CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2344 CHRIST, 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, II a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 
7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 



ROBERTSON COUNTY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65-25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

TEXAS 

DENTON-PEARL STREET CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 312 Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

HOUSTON-FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 15935 Katy Frwy, 77094. (713) 429-1219. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

HURST-NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
1245 Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church
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correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 
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PREACHERS WANTED 

Wanted: Associate/Youth minister with song leading 
capabilities for congregation of 500. Prefer 
experience, married, under 35/ Send resum6 to: 
Elders, East Wood St. Church of Christ, 800 East 
Wood St., Paris, TN 38242, (901) 642-2861. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie Preacher needed for a debt-free congregation of 130 
Whitten, preachers. members located 10 miles outside Kansas City. Send 

resum6 to: Jim Sims, 3228 North 100th St., Kansas 

SHENANDOAH LECTURESHIP BOOKS: The 
Current Digression-$8.00- postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, 
TX 78230-2504 or (210) 696-5532. multiple orders 
sent and billed. (For reprint of 1990 RDTW: General 
Henneneutics, contact National Christian Press.) 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, 
TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home Train'' 
newsletter. 

KLEIN AREA CHURCH OF CHRIST, 20802 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

LIVINGSTON-1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
LooponHwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9,10a.m., 6p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy Dooley, 
ministers. 

RICHWOOD-CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
RICHWOOD, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 
265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Carl G. Hecker, preacher. 

SAN ANTONIO-SHENANDOAH CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-
5532, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Terry M. Hightower, preacher. 

VIRGINIA 

CHRISTIANSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1250 
So. Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 
382-7837. 

CHRISTIANSBURG-EASTSIDE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 135 Church St., Christiansburg, 24073. 
Sun. 10,11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence 
Lavender, minister. (703) 382-7777. 

MAX MEAOOWS-Ff. CHISWELL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST -Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. 
~mile S.l-81 & I-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 
10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, 
evangelist. (703) 637-4244: (703) 223-1787. 

WYOMING 

SHERIDAN-NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, SSS N. Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 
672-7903,672-3097. 

City, KS 66109, (913) 788-3375. 

Wanted: A full-time preacher to serve a small 
congregation in central Texas. Would be good 
location for semiretired person or anyone seeking to 
locate somewhere. Send resum6 to: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 544, Rosebud, TX 76570 or call Reuben 
Brown, (817) 583-4437. 

The church in Manitowoc, WS, a self-supporting 
group of 45 members, is in need of a minister. Please 
send resum6, photo, and audio tape to Church of 
Christ, 1109 N. 17th St., Manitowoc, WS 54220 or 
call (414) 682-7481. 

Minister needed for sound, conservative congregation 
of 200 members. Contact Don Lemley, (304) 768-
4658 or Luther Wade, (304) 727-8175 or send resum6 
to Washington Street Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
177, St. Albans, WV 25177. 

PREACHERS AVAILABLE 

Young man with family desires full-time 
apprenticeship with sound gospel preacher. Prefer 
central Oklahoma but open to other locations. Contact 
Chad Seaton, 510 SW 26th, Oklahoma City, OK 
73109. 

FOR SALE 

BASIC BffiLE: CHRIST AND IDS CHURCH by 
Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of 
thousands of Scripture references, each summarized 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $11.50 to 
Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy. enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Wanted: Part of full-time public relations person in 
your local area. Confidential information available. 
Call or write: Public Relations, 1209 Utica. Plainview. 
TX 79072, 9806) 293-0463. 

Preacher's Exchange BBS (919) 492-0960. To 38,400 
bps 24 hrs 7 days a week. (8,N, 1 ). Computer bulletin 
board designed by a gospel preacher for gospel 
preachers. All callers welcome. 

Bouseparents 
Needed 

Spiritually mature Christian couples 
interested in becoming 

Houseparents 

Contact 
Medina Children's Home 

Route 16, Box 75 
Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 
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The Deterioration of a Moral Society 
Ominously Impacts the Christ-Centered Church 

By Clarence E. Hall 

(Editor's note: Since this is his first Firm Foun
dation article, it is in order to report to our readers 
that brother Hall is not only a loyal member of the 
church but also holds an earned doctorate and has 
been a full professor at Louisiana State University 
for many years. We commend this excellent study 
-Dobbs.) 

D uring the last three decades the moral fab
ric of our society has continuously deterio
rated, but now it seems that deterioration is 

accelerating at an alarming rate. There is hardly a 
family to be found which is not personally ac
quainted with someone whose life has been seri
ously affected in some way by alcohol, drugs, ho
mosexuality, premarital or extramarital sex, teen
age pregnancies, and unwed mothers. Some soci
ologists are now predicting that if the present rate 
of birth among the unwed continues, within an
other three decades 50 per cent of all babies born in 
the United States will be born to unwed mothers. It 
seems that the level of immorality in this nation has 
reached the point where some are calling evil good, 
and good evil. 

The beginning of this breakdown in morality as 
it is currently manifested, occurred back in the '60s 
with the approval of secular humanism or situation 

ethics as being an unacceptable change in our so
cial behavior. Soon thereafter, the influence of situ
ation ethics spread quickly into various facets of 
society, thus deteriorating its moral standards. 
Since there seemed to be nothing that was either 
right or wrong according to the newly-adopted so
cial philosophy, except in the eyes of each indi
vidual, men began to "do as they pleased." 

Under these circumstances, social behavior has 
deteriorated to such a degree that it is reminiscent 
of previous times. When there was no king in the 
land, "every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes" (Judges 21:25). When God placed man 
upon earth, he did not leave him without adequate 
moral guidance, and he did not abrogate the free 
moral agency of our primeval parents. At that same 
time the family unit was firmly established, for 
Adam spoke, after the Lord God had brought 
unto him the woman, saying, "Therefore shall a 
man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh" 
(Gen. 2:24). 

The problem is either society has forgotten 
God, or it has never known of his commands. Indi
viduals who are knowledgeable of biblical history 
may well ask, "Is America headed on a course 

(con tinued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

A Statement of Policy 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he start of a new year is a good time to 
look at ourselves and restate our pur
poses and policies. Helpful critics fre

quently offer valuable suggestions about how 
to conduct the business of a religious journal, 
especially its editorial style. We weigh and 
consider every comment. Sometimes the sug
gestion is excellent, and we cheerfully carry it 

out; sometimes the suggestion is not acceptable, and we decline 
it. Whether used or declined, we appreciate the criticism and re
spect the one who offered it. We try to take to heart the Bible 
commands to "let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath." 

Candor compels us to confess that we do not always reach 
our lofty goal of being consistently governed by Bible prin
ciples. When we miscarry, we try to make correction. We aim to 
have the same attitude toward others we expect others to show 
toward us. 

The purpose of the Firm Foundation is to provide a forum 
for serious Bible study. This involves practical lessons designed 
to encourage devoted workers in the vineyard of the Lord. We 
look not to men but to the Master of the vineyard for guidance 
and approval. 

It is also necessary, if we would be true to Christ, to warn 
against false teaching. Jesus taught us to "beware of false proph
ets" (Matt. 7: 15). Some look askance at the idea of "contending 
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the 
saints," but it is a Bible admonition. 

Imagine John saying to Herod: "It is inadvisable for you to 
have your brother Philip's wife, but if you insist upon it, I will 
be open-minded and moderate about it. After all, I am not in the 
business of denouncing people. Far be it from me to make you 
or Herodias feel guilt and shame, filling you with terror and neu
rotic insecurity. In Christ there is no condemnation. Now isn't 
that too good to be true?" 

Or, think of Elijah before Ahab, saying: "Idolatry is not very 
nice, but since no one can know all truth absolutely, I will be 
tolerant. The prophets of Baal are sincere and feel they are right, 



so who am I to denounce them." 
Or, think of Paul in Galatia saying to Peter: "You really ought 

not to be prejudiced against the Gentiles, but I know of your 
Jewishness and will not be judgmental. After all Jesus taught us 
to judge not, that ye be not judged. Your peace of mind and hap
piness are more important than having the truth of the gospel 
continue with the brethren. Some editor may write you up in one 
of the papers, but I will not condemn you before them all." 

We want to be very kind and patient, still, there are some 
things more important than "winning friends and influencing 
people." We have a high view of truth-telling. The truth makes 
us free and brings us to God. It is more valuable than a pearl of 
great price or a treasure hidden in a field. We seek the truth and 
report it as honestly as we can because we know "Jesus was full 
of grace and truth." 

They killed Jesus because he spoke the truth (John 8:46). It 
is possible for evil men to "hinder the truth in unrighteousness" 
(Rom. 1:18). People exchange the truth of God for a lie (Rom. 
1:25). But love rejoices in truth (1 Cor. 13:6). Truth-telling may 
make us enemies even of people we love and want very much to 
help (Gal. 4: 16). This is their fault, not ours. Whatever the cost 
we are determined to tell the facts with respect and concern for 
all. We will not sell out to error! 

Truth is not easy to gain. There is a price to pay. Yet, the 
worth of truth makes the cost of obtaining it trifling. If we would 
know the truth, we must be unbiased. It is possible for us to be 
so deep in the forest that we cannot see the trees. To be open
minded is necessary to learning. It is no easy thing to look truth 
in the face. Seeking truth requires distance, but not disinterest. 
We must be free from favoritism without being unconcerned. 

Besides objectivity we must have good balance. Equilibrium 
is critical to sound judgment, and sound judgment is necessary 
to a knowledge of truth. If we cannot be objective, at least 
we can be evenhanded. There is a journalistic dictum that says, 
"There is always another side to every story." Yet, what is the 
"other side" to child abuse, or drunkenness, or adultery, or idola
try, or murder, or illegal drug use, or drive-by shootings, or her
esy and infidelity? It is possible for us to be so open-minded that 
we are ridiculous. I once heard of a man that became so open
minded that all his brains fell out! 

Above all else we must be fair. Corner cutting is not allowed 
when it comes to being fair. The Bible teaches, "Do unto others 
as you would have others do unto you." It is never right to 
distort. We are not so much interested in self-justification, or in 
pointing an accusing finger at others, as we are in truth-telling. 
If a professor at ACU says that the mother of Jesus was "sexu
ally questionable," a misplaced loyalty to the university must 

In This Issue 

The Deterioration of a Moral Society 
Ominously Impacts 
the Christ-Centered Church 

Clarence E. Hall ................................... I 

Editorial: 
A Statement of Policy 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs ............................ 2 

Abortion - A Response 
Wayne Jackson ..................................... 8 

A 25-Year-Old Dinosaur 
]. Todd Clippard ................................. I 0 

"The Unchurched" 
Bill Lockwood ..................................... 12 

A Dialogue - 4 
Dobbs- Money ................................. I4 

A Parable of Two Orchards 
and the Forbidden Fruit 

]. E. Choate ........................................ I6 

Studies in the Restoration - 3 
L. L. Brigance ..................................... 18 

Music in Christian Worship 
Paul M. Tucker ................................... 20 

Guy N. Woods .............................................. 24 

Potpourri .................................................... 25 

Worth Repealing 
Paul Sain ............................................ 28 

Cotham's Comments 
Perry B. Cotham ................................. 29 

January 1994 3 
Firm Foundation 



not cause us to ignore his lie and by our silence to 
sacrifice truth and dishonor the gospel. If a profes
sor says that women should preach from the pulpit 
Sunday morning, simple honesty requires that we 
report his infidelity. If the administration is agnos
tic, that, too, should be reported. The brotherhood 
has a right to know. The function of a paper that 
has earned its right to exist is to tell it like it is with 
impartial courtesy. 

God or a universal spirit, and 93 percent of 
the population state a religious preference. In 
Great Britain, just 70 percent of the adult 
population believes in God or in a spirit or 
life-force. 

The article also says, "Less than half of the 
people of Great Britain ( 46 percent) believe in the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, while 34 percent regard 
him as only a historical figure, and 9 percent think 
he is just a legend." In America, according to the 
Gallup study, 84 percent of the adult population 
believe Jesus is either God or the Son of God. Just 
9 percent feel he was simply another religious 
leader, and one percent thinks he is but a legend. 

The policy of the Firm Foundation is to speak 
the truth in love. We hope you like this! 

Good News 
On another vein but in the same general stra

tum, there is an encouraging report from Princeton 
University. It is hard to think that anything good 
can come from Galilee, but sometimes we hear an 
encouraging word even on the plains of atheism. 

In America 39 percent of the people accept the 
Bible as the literal Word of God; 46 percent believe 
it is the inspired Word of God, and only 14 percent 
regard it as a solely humanist work. In this country 
88 percent of the people claim to pray, but only 43 
percent went to a worship assembly in the last 
seven days. 

George Gallup conducted the poll for the Prin
ceton Religion Research Center and revealed some 
surprising statistics. The report states: 

4 

There are few atheists or agnostics in the U.S. 
today, where 94 percent say they believe in In another publication, The Role of the Bible, 
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George Gallup and his co-worker Robert Bezilla 
say: 

The Bible may be entering an exciting new 
era. As will be noted in the surveys reported 
here, there are tantalizing suggestions there 
may be a resurgence in interest in the Bible. 
Certainly the times are ripe: the public has 
been dissatisfied with most institutions, in
cluding organized religion, and may look for 
direct comfort and inspiration from the Bible. 

"For ye were going astray like sheep; but are 
now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of 
your souls" (1 Pet. 2:25). 

Some may feel we must resort to a comic book 
version of the Bible to gain new, young readers in a 
television age, but the findings from surveys 
among our youth suggest they are usually receptive 
to and appreciative of plain biblical instruction, 
without jazzing it up by tinfoil, bells, and whistles. 
Gallup and Bezilla, in considering the immediate 
future, say, ''The Bible undoubtedly will continue 
to serve as a major resource and inspiration to the 
people of America and of the world." 

It is strange that, according to the polls, the 
much maligned baby boomers lead the way in ba
sic biblical beliefs. The surveys show that high 
school dropouts are more likely than college gradu
ates to reject the Bible. The report shows very little 
difference between Northerners and Southerners in 
acceptance of the Bible as an authoritative standard 
for human conduct. Incomewise more people earn
ing over $50,000 per year believe the Bible than 
people earning under $20,000 per year. Still, 20 
percent of the people say they never read the Bible. 

Thomas Browne said of the Bible, "A work too 
hard for the teeth of time, and cannot perish but in 
the general flames, when all things shall confess 
their ashes." It is the unchangeable wisdom of God. 

David said of God's revealed will, "Thy word is 
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." He 
also wrote, "Wherewith shall a young man cleanse 
his way? By taking heed thereto according to thy 
word." 

"The word of God is living, and active, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and quick to discern the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no 

creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all 
things are naked and laid open before the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do" (Heb. 4: 12-23). 

"All flesh is as grass, And all the glory thereof 
as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the 
flower falleth: But the word of the Lord abideth for 
ever. And this is the word of good tidings which 
was preached unto you" (1 Pet. 1:24). 

"Burns on forever more that quenchless flame, 
shines on that inextinguishable light." 
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The Deterioration of a Moral Society Ominously Impacts the 
Christ-Centered Church 
(continued from page 1) 

which will end with her becoming a candidate for 
God's wrath the same as he dealt Sodom and Go
morrah?" Of course, this is something for all to 
think about. 

Worldly influence of secular humanism has 
infiltrated the Lord's church, even to the extent that 
some congregations have accepted rank liberalism. 
This has rendered those congregations as ineffec
tive as those of their denominational neighbors 
relative to maintaining and strengthening the mor
als of society in efforts to combat evil. For more 
than 300 years the home and our public schools 
have served as the biblical bedrock upon which the 
moral values of our society have been structured. 
With the weakening of moral values of the home 
and church, the God-given girth which bonds soci
ety into a moral community has been severed, thus 
giving sway to all kinds of evil which presently ex
ist throughout the nation. 

Seeds of secular humanism were actually 
planted by German philosophers during the 19th 
century under the heading of "Higher Criticism." 

It has taken a century for the deceptive philoso
phy of situation ethics (liberalism) to fully develop 
and inimically impact the Lord's church. If oncom
ing generations have access only to some of the 
modem translations of the Bible, such as the New 
International Version, they will not only have diffi
culty learning the truth but also much more trouble 
defending it from error - simply because these 
translations contain error in portions of Scripture. 
Some verses of Scripture found in the King James 
Version have been either omitted, altered, or para
phrased in some modem versions. 

Some denominational groups refrain from us
ing the NIV simply because of these errors. Despite 
this, some of our own brethren are ignoring these 
facts and are making use of the NIV in their church 
programs. Too many, far too many, elders are ne
glecting the Holy Spirit's admonition, revealed 
through the apostle Paul, when he said, "Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
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which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, to 
feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood" (Acts 20:28-30). 

With a liberal religionist serving as president of 
our nation, one who supports homosexuality as an 
accepted, alternative lifestyle, abortion on demand 
at the taxpayer's expense, and who is supported by 
the liberal media, one can expect further deteriora
tion of our morals. This is especially true, since the 
federal government is funding more and more of 
our public educational programs. 

How is this ominously impacting the home and 
public education? First of all, the federal govern
ment in cooperation with the National Education 
Association and the American Civil Liberties 
Union through one means or another presently ex
ert far too much influence over major portions of 
academic curricula offered by our public schools, 
from preschool through high school. Their prime 
objective seems to be to reduce the academic atmo
sphere to one of mediocrity by permitting students 
to establish or choose their curricula. The sex edu
cational programs recommended by the NEA and 
supported by the ACLU, for some grade levels, 
consist of little more than an exposure to hard-core 
pornography. If and when parents object to such 
programs, they are frequently subjected to ridicule 
and other types of criticisms by members of the 
NEA, while the ACLU threatens lawsuits against 
the school and parents. 

Another matter ominously affecting our society 
is the Supreme Court's ruling which prohibits the 
teaching of religious morals in our public schools, 
while permitting all manner of secularism includ
ing sex education, mythology, evolution, and 
witchcraft to be taught at various grade levels. Pre
vailing circumstances affecting public education 
today are quite different from those existing in the 
early colonies of the 17th century. The first free 
schools in the state of. Massachusetts (1642), were 
organized primarily to teach children to read the 
Bible. Not only are the schools of today prohibited 



from teaching the Bible and Christian morals, but 
also prayer is prohibited at school activities. 

Some of the more recently-appointed federal 
employees are now advocating the expansion of 
"Head Start" programs to include more of our pre
school student population, thus taking them away 
from the early influence of the home. One can only 
conclude that, the federal government, the NEA, 
and the ACLU are the worst enemies of public edu
cation. 

In order to provide adequate funding for pro
grams they advocate, the President and his support
ers are seeking to make use of additional tax rev
enues. A tax program of this magnitude will soon 
result in economic disaster for the entire nation. 

In view of these developments one is prone 
to ask, "What may a Christian do to help correct 
the situation?" As a law-abiding citizen he may ex
press his objections to such measures to elected of
ficials - while maintaining a God-fearing life. 
Conservative congregations of the Lord's body 
could pool their financial resources and support a 
minimum of two evangelists who would spend 

most of their time in the nation's Capitol informing 
our elected officials about the Lord's church. 

It seems that the church has been sitting idly by 
while permitting denominational groups to sell the 
public a perverted gospel. Many of the modem TV 
evangelists have made a mockery of religion, and 
the news media continue to ridicule the Bible and 
the Lord's church. One has cause to wonder if 
many advocates, who criticize Christians and their 
manner of life, are really acquainted with the teach
ings of the Bible. A significant question might be: 
Do they not know or understand that their indi
vidual lives will be measured by its teachings? 
(Rev. 20: 11-15). 2107 Cedardale Ave. 

Baton Rouge, LA 70805-2810 

(Editor's note: It is possible that brother Hall, 
recently retired from LSU, can be persuaded to rep
resent the truth and the church in the halls of the 
National Congress in Washington, D. C. We would 
encourage some congregation to sponsor him in 
such an undertaking. It may be a most important 
missionary and evangelistic work - Dobbs.) Fp 
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Abortion A Response 
By Wayne Jackson 

I n the November 1993 issue of The Christian 
Chronicle, there appeared an article titled 
"Abortion- A Look at Questions & Contro

versies Surrounding a Major Societal Issue." The 
article was authored by Dr. David Vanderpool, a 
physician who also serves as an elder at the 
Skillman Avenue congregation in Dallas, Texas. 
We believe that the article leaves a good bit to be 
desired and that a review of it is not inappropriate. 

The essay begins with the oft-made charge that 
"for too long we have answered questions no one 
was asking." What are some of these questions? 
The accusation is a judgmental broadside that is in
appropriate in the absence of documentation. A 
number of our people have been addressing sensi
tive moral issues for years. This writer published 
an article titled "Modem Infanticide" in the July 
1970 issue of the Christian Courier, which was an 
uncompromising condemnation of the bloody prac
tice of abortion. This was nearly three years before 
the Roe vs. Wade decision by the Supreme Court 
which legalized abortion. A survey of the literature 
of our brotherhood over the past several decades 
will reveal that this topic, as well as others involv
ing ethical issues, have been frequently addressed. 

The good doctor suggests that in the past the 
abortion controversy has been characterized by a 
number of extremes. There have been confronta
tion, stonewalling, the use of simplistic · euphe
misms (pro-life, pro-choice), etc. He contends that 
decisions about whether or not to have an abor
tion are "complicated," and "good people" have 
"reached different conclusions" on this issue. Ac
cordingly, there is no room, our brother argues, for 
"hardened prejudices" on either side of the issue. 
He contends that there would be no controversy "if 
there were not considerations on both sides" of the 
issue. We pause here to ask this question: Does 
the fact that there are antagonists on both sides of 
an issue suggest that the issue is unclear - open
ended? Must we approach the "there-is-no-God" 
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issue as though we are unsure of what the truth on 
this proposition is? Must we be ambiguous on the 
morality of homosexuality because this perversion 
has its defenders? Such reasoning is superficial. 

After some discussion of what is involved in 
the process of fertilization (along with a definition 
of certain terms - embryo, fetus, zygote, etc.) Dr. 
Vanderpool approaches the subject of ethics -
what ethical guidelines should be employed in de
termining this matter? He rightly answers that we 
must rely on "scriptural teaching." He then pro
ceeds to address the ethics of abortion. 

The doctor says that those opposed to abortion 
argue that abortion is the taking of a human life 
and is, therefore, murder. This, he opines, requires 
the "assumption that the fetus in utero is a human 
being." This is .an "assumption" about which our 
brother appears to be unsure. For example, a pow
erful argument can be made on the basis of Exodus 
21 :23 that the unborn child has as much intrinsic 
worth as its mother (see Christian Courier, Jan. 
1992, p. 35). Dr. Vanderpool, however, labels this 
as a "dogmatic biblical interpretation," an opinion
ated leap of faith that costs conservative Christians 
credibility. He thinks the argument is a "weak 
limb" upon which to hang an "entire theological 
position." I don't know that anyone hangs the en
tire case upon Exodus 21:23. This argument, how
ever, cannot be dismissed in the casual fashion 
characteristic of the article under review. 

It is really quite difficult to know where Dr. 
Vanderpool stands on the abortion controversy. He 
seems to argue both sides of the issue, and then he 
sort of throws the matter up into the air as if no de
finitive conclusion can be reached. He contends, 
for example, that whereas "the general biblical 
principle" prohibits taking human life, there are 
many exception to the rule (e.g., capital punish
ment). What is this argument supposed to prove? 
How can the execution of a criminal be equated 
with termination of an innocent human life in the 



womb? Again, Dr. Vanderpool speculates, "Does 
the Bible ever allow the taking of innocent life?" 
He then answers affirmatively, citing the circum
stance of the Israelites destruction of Canaanite cit
ies (which included infants). Is it possible that our 
brother is unaware of the fact that the elimination 
of those ancient heathen cultures was a case of 
moral surgery for the preservation of the Hebrew 
nation in view of the coming Messiah and the ulti
mate potential salvation of humanity? How can that 
situation even remotely be considered parallel to 
today's slaughter of innocent babes for conve
nience sake? 

Our brother then ventures into the arena of legal 
considerations. He wonders is abortion a private 
matter? Should ethicaVmoral issues be subjected to 
the legislative process? Questions. Questions. He 
raises all kinds of questions, but he has few an
swers. The fact is, all laws, directly or indirectly, 
are designed to regulate morality. 

Dr. Vanderpool considers some of the argu
ments raised by the pro-abortion forces, and he ap
pears to dispose of them rather handily. One is al
most encouraged to think he is about to take a staRd 
against the senseless and wholesale slaughter of in
fants in the womb - but wait, presently he again 
seems to be on the other side of the road. For in
stance, he says, in response to those who allege that 
an abortion murders the fetus, "This may be too 
strong." He then suggests that while abortion delib
erately takes a human life, since it may not involve 
malice, perhaps "murder" is not the correct term. 
One can hardly believe this reasoning is presented 
for serious reflection. What about the "hit man" 
who, for hire, takes human life? Has he murdered, 
or has he merely perpetrated some lesser evil, sim
ply because he calmly took human life without per
sonal malice? The question requires no answer. 

Again, consider this equivocation. Does abor
tion violate the law of God? Our brother seems not 
to know. "Perhaps," he muses, but then says this: 
''The Bible is not completely clear on the matter. If 
it were, this discussion would be pointless." Two 
things may be said in response to this statement: 
First, the Bible is perfectly clear on the matter that 
the unauthorized taking of innocent human life is 
murder. If it is not, Dr. Vanderpool, exactly what is 

murder? Second, we must protest against the alle
gation that merely because there is controversy on 
a matter this must suggest that the issue is unclear. 
There is no moral issue that is beyond debate. Does 
that mean we cannot take a firm stand on any ethi
cal concept? It is very hard to fathom why an edu
cated man would employ this type of logic. 

As our doctor/brother proceeds in his discus
sion, he reasonably contends that "conception is 
the only rational event to regard as life's begin
ning." He continues by asserting that "abortion 
takes human life and is generally wrong." Vety 
good. However, we must pause to ask: How does 
our brother know that abortion is "generally 
wrong," if, as he argued earlier, the Bible is not 
clear on this matter? The fact is, the gentleman 
seems to be a victim of that ideology which in
clines to the notion that a thoughtful person should 
never take a solid position on anything; rather, 
simply throw arguments out which appear to sup
port all sides of the issue and let folks make up 
their own minds. Whatever one does, he must not 
draw dogmatic conclusions. Has it never occurred 
to those who are of this persuasion that not one 
time has a New Testament writer, under the influ
ence of the Spirit of God, presented his doctrinal 
case in such a manner? Nor is there a solitary ex
ample of where a biblical spokesman felt that error 
has a "right" to be heard. 

What about the difficult cases? When a health 
conflict develops so that either the mother's life, 
the child's life, or perhaps both, are threatened, a 
choice has to be made relative to whom will be 
saved. In such a situation a crucial decision is in
evitable. Saving the mother's life, instead of the 
infant's is no more murder than, say, deciding who 
to save when two victims are drowning and there is 
opportunity to rescue only one of them. Most 
people understand the dilemma of a hard case such 
as this. On the other hand, what of a pregnancy that 
results from either rape or incest? Dr. Vanderpool 
clearly comes down on the wrong side when he 
suggests: ''The manner of impregnation has victim
ized the mother already. Should she be required to 
suffer the inconvenience, shame, pain, and risk as
sociated with carrying the pregnancy to term? 
Surely this is not apropos." 
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The issue is not the manner of impregnation. 
The issue is this: Is the fetus a human being? H it 
is, then it is no more "apropos" to take its life be
fore birth than it would be to take its life after birth. 
Would one be justified in killing a newborn child 
merely because it was conceived by rape or incest? 
H not, why not? Was the child responsible for the 
manner of its conception? Does it lose its right to 
live simply because of someone else's sin? Do two 
wrongs make a right? Again, the doctor's reasoning 
is flawed and inconsistent with biblical principles 
regarding the sanctity of human life. 

Dr. Vanderpool was absolutely correct when he 
stated, "No one has a right to annihilate human life 

apart from guidelines that manifest God's will." 
Unfortunately, however, he did not provide the au
thority from God's will which would grant the arbi
trary license to take the life of an innocent child 
within its mother's body. On the contrary, he left 
the matter vague, confused, and compromised. He 
is clearly too sensitive to society's criticism. "Too 
narrow a focus destroys our credibility," he de
clared. We ought to be more concerned about cred
ibility with God than we are credibility with a soci
ety that has lost all sense of moral/ethical value. 

3906 East Main 
Stockton, CA 95215 
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A 25-Year-Old Dinosaur 
By J. Todd Clippard 

I n a recently-published book, the following 
statement introduced a chapter on the "es
sentials" of Christianity: "At the last great 

meeting of the species, the dinosaurs voted unani
mously not to change." While contemplating the 
absurdity of the statement, since many "prehis
toric" creatures (alligators, crocodiles) continue to 
exist, I began to compare my future to the history 
of the dinosaurs. As a youth minister with aspira
tions of full-time pulpit work, I realize there are 
few congregations willi~g to employ a preacher 
with my convictions. Unfortunately, those few 
seem continually to dwindle. 

Will there be any place in the 21st century 
for an "old dinosaur'' to roam? 

How many congregations will want a youth 
minister, or any minister, who still believes and 
teaches that dancing is not Christian recreation? 
The modem dance is more degenerate, vulgar, and 
provocative than ever, yet those willing to "stand 
upright" against it seem to be few. Are the prin
ciples of "the lust of the flesh, and ... of the eye" (1 
John 2:16) now fossils of antiquity? What hap
pened to the sin of lasciviousness (Gal. 5:19)? 
Thayer renders the Greek word aselgeia as "lascivi
ousness" or "licentiousness." He further explains 
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the word as "wanton (acts or) manners, as filthy 
words, indecent bodily movements, unchaste han
dling of males and females" (J.H. Thayer, Greek
English Lexicon of the New Testament, pp. 79-80). 

Even secularists can see the sensual nature of 
dancing. In the promotional summary of Judith 
Lynne Hanna's book, Dance, Sex, and Gender 
(1988), the following remarks were made: 

Through this inherently sexual art form, men 
and women express and question their sexual 
identity and roles. ... And in every society, 
dance expresses erotic fantasies and realities 
. .. and fluctuating boundaries between the 
male and female worlds. 

This statement comes from an anthropologist with 
no axe to grind concerning the moral implications 
of dancing; she simply states the facts! 

What further evidence do we dinosaurs 
need to present? 

Consider the newly-exploited "loophole" re
garding using instrumental music in praising God? 
(I realize many have already "evolved" concerning 
this.) Many among us seem to believe that since 
the music is vocally generated, it must be accept
able to God- talk about legalism! How did we ar
rive at such a conclusion? 

Have we, in our efforts to teach the truth 



regarding the sin of using instrumental music in 
worshiping God, diluted the meaning of a cappella 
to mean merely vocal sounds, regardless of their 
intelligibility? May we yodel or "call the hogs" in 
praise to Almighty God? While God does, in a 
broad sense, command vocal music, he has more 
specifically commanded singing with which we 
are to teach and admonish (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). 
Singing implies both words and melody. Many 
sounds heard today which are labeled and pro
moted as "a cappella" (Latin for "in the style of the 
church") simply cannot be categorized as such. 

Can I possibly survive this 
religious "Ice Age"? 

Further, my understanding of male leadership 
in the home and the church is as ancient as man 
himself. In 1 Timothy 2:8-14, Paul sends us back to 
the garden of Eden to explain why women may 
not teach nor have authority over men: "For Adam 
was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not de
ceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into 
transgression" (1 Tim. 2: 13-14 NKJV). Paul's writ
ing was divine inspiration and not cultural bias. 
What possible cultural influences could have ex
isted when Adam and Eve were the first of their 
kind? How could the culturalist misunderstand the 
following statement from God Almighty: "Your de
sire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule 
over you" (Gen. 3: 16)? How can the culturalist 
overlook other biblical principles and precedents of 
male leadership in the home and in religion? The 
symbol of circumcision, given by God in his cov
enant with Abraham, is exclusively masculine. This 
covenant culminated with the birth, life, and death 
of the Son of God. Is there any significance in 
Jesus' choosing only men as apostles or in the early 
church being led by elders and served by deacons, 
each of whom were to be the husband of one wife? 

If the church and Bible teaching must reflect 
the surrounding culture, consider this: Do congre
gations in different countries exist with a different 
set of rules, or should American culture set the uni
versal precedent? Must congregations in patriar
chal societies (the Middle and Far East, also much 
of Europe) allow women equal access to leadership 
roles within the local church, even though their 
culture does not reflect such equality? 

Will God's law about homosexuality (Rom. 
1:24-32; I Cor. 6:9-10) become obsolete when gays 
and lesbians are granted full civil rights status? Can 
children, with God's blessing, become insolent and 
disobedient (contrary to Eph. 6:1-3) when our gov
ernment grants them the "legal" right to do so? God 
forbid! 

In the Scriptures, there are things with a cul
tural context which include washing one another's 
feet, the holy kiss, and the wearing of the veil. The 
principles behind these specific acts are still very 
much in force. Our explanations of Scripture must 
accurately reflect the intent of the inspired writers. 

Lest I carbon date myself further, I shall refrain 
from expressing my stone-age-old views on the re
lationship between repentance and restitution and 
how it applies to divorce and remarriage; nor shall 
I express my insistence on a believer's baptism for 
remission of sins as prerequisite to salvation. 

But beware! Unlike the behemoths of old, it 
shall take more than a little cold weather to drive 
me into oblivion! 16 N. Virginia St. 
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''The Unchurched'' 
By Bill Lockwood 

Evangelism, sectarian-style, has primarily fo
cused upon the so-called "unchurched." 
These folks are those who do not attend 

"church" anywhere. This is really the denomina
tions' lone evangelistic thrust- seeking the "un
churched" - because a Baptist, for instance, re
cruiting one who is, say "Methodist-churched," 
violates the sectarian ideal. The Baptist, blinded by 
his own denominational attachment, just cannot 
fall out with Mr. Methodist for his "methodical be
liefs," and vice-versa, though there is a wide vari
ance between several aspects of their faith systems, 
because they are both two peas in the same sectar
ian pod. They all just accept one another through 
interfaith cooperative schemes while rejoicing that 
their neighbors have taken up "church." Hence, re
cruitment for salvation must come from the "un
churched" and nowhere else. 

Actually, for one denomination to court "con
verts to Christ" from another church would be a 
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tacit admission that the seeker church does not be
lieve members of the latter are saved. But this is 
denied by denominational doctrine itself. All sects 
confess that one might be a Christian while unat
tached to their particular group. They suppose that 
"God saves people" regardless of church affilia
tion. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, etc. are 
all just different branches on one big Christian tree 
by their own way of thinking. Since "evangelizing" 
refers to saving the lost, no twig of denominational 
"evangelizing" refers to saving the lost; no twig of 
denominationalism "evangelizes" the fruit from 
another limb to graft it onto their own, lest they be 
found tacitly confessing that salvation is denied to 
members of that sect. This will not do. Protestant
ism holds that the body of Christ is divided up into 
so many specific branches, each governed by its 
own peculiar creedal regulation. Thus, the sinful
ness of sectarianism is discovered in nothing less 
than their so-called "evangelism." 

The Bible, however, declares sectarianism to be 
null, void, and distasteful to the Father above. By 
this I mean the very essence of denominational ma
chinery. It is wickedness in a different cloak. For 
one thing, the existence of a sect is in direct contra
diction to apostolic mandates that men quit split
ting into faction~. From this vantage point it is eas
ily seen by the unprejudiced that the devil's recruit
ing offices have been wide open, doing most of 
their big business through denominational organi
zations and their misinformational packages. Bible 
preachers have long called upon sectarian partici
pants to forsake their human-based church opera
tions to take a stand upon the Word of God alone. 

Evangelism, therefore, per Jesus Christ, must 
needs be a very different idea than that broadcast 
by sectarianism. Disciples of Jesus not only seek to 
convert the "unchurched" but have as much inter
est to call the "churched" out of sectarianism itself . 
On the other hand, the sects are left merely to seek 
the "unchurched." Evangelism, sectarian-style, is a 



different program than Bible conversion. 
Upon the Nebo-heights of these principles we 

cast our eyes along the contours of current affairs. 
Howard Norton's Christian Chronicle, ever the 
sympathizer for liberal causes, advertises for a new 
church begun in Abilene, Texas, by members of 
Abilene Christian University faculty. They call 
themselves "Abilene Mission Church," apparently 
despising even the name that bought them (Chris
tian Chronicle, Feb. 1993, p. 4). Aside from the 
fact that this "experiment" has implemented all the 
freshness of well-worn sectarianism, including tes
timonials of cured cancer patients, or the "innova
tion" of women song leaders and female public 
Scripture readers, or the exercising of their right 
to applaud during announcements. "Seeker-sensi
tive" is what they wish to be because the "un
churched in Abilene do not feel comfortable in a 
traditional church setting or even with a traditional 
church name." Reg Cox, one of the leaders of 
this experiment, wants to become a bridge to 
the "unchurched." These new "evangelistic tech
niques," they declare, are "not violating Scripture." 

Current affairs have made faddish the Mega
McChurch scenario such as Willow Creek Commu
nity Church in South Barrington, Ill., which phi
losophizes, "Ask customers what they want, and let 
them have it their way" (Christian News, May 29, 
1991, p. 12). "Their way" includes a slick, 
showbizzy, soft-rock approach bathed in pink spot
lights. The only doctrine adhered to religiously by 
such gargantuan hybrids is that "doctrinal dogma 
is to be replaced by open discussion." In other 
words, they are not interested in changing your 
beliefs as much as they are desirous of sucking 
you into the communal-system "church" for fel
lowship purposes. Yes, the Mega-McChurch craze 
is merely an extra-denominational program to at
tract those who "reject organized religion," avoid
ing "the traditional service stereotypes that un
churched people reject" ("Fellowship Reaching 
Out to the Unchurched," Tribune, Chandler, Ariz., 
Apr. 11, 1992). Specifically, mega-church philoso
phy is a streamlined country-clubber denomina
tionalism which is re-targeting the unchurched with 
innovative efforts. 

Now allow Norton's Chronicle to lead us back 

to Abilene. Complete with the trappings of old-line 
denominationalism plus the more recent "innova
tions" of mega-church philosophy, the Abilene 
Mission Church organizes itself to be "seeker-sen
sitive." Cox says he "believes that the unchurched 
in Abilene do not feel comfortable in a traditional 
church setting or even with a traditional church 
name." He wants this Sunday service to be a bridge 
to the unchurched, so that a deeper relationship 
with God can follow. 

This "seeker-sensitive" bunch is so sensitive it 
is not interested in honoring Christ's name to iden
tify the church, let alone change anyone's belief. 
Why then even refer to one another as "Christian"? 
A pretty "traditional label''- that one! But in this 
is also the tacit admission that the "unchurched" 
have already a relationship with God, which the 
Abilene Mission Church merely wants to 
"deepen." Who could be so short of reason and 
common sense as to fail to see that the entire 
Abilene ploy is sectarianism gone to seed after the 
order of the day? 

Structures whose very essence, name, and pro
grams are designed to be "seeker-sensitive" in 
evangelism are obviously modeled after the mega
denominational pattern, not the Bible. The presup
position of modernistic philosophy that the "un
churched" people are already faithful Christians 
even before coming into their clutches underpins 
the whole. Abilene Mission duplicates this falsity 
by its "seeker-sensitive" image and by providing a 
bridge to the unchurched whom they evidently be
lieve already to have a relationship with God. 
How long will brethren tolerate and support the 
Abilene atmosphere of apostate religious whore
dom or Chronicle articles that promote it as just 
another newsy tidbit? This "Chronicle" may be 
called "Christian," and Abilene University may not 
be without support, but their promotions are miser
able, poor, blind, and naked. P. 0. Box 322 
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A Dialogue - 4 

Royce Money, President of Abilene Christian University 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Editor of the Firm Foundation 
(Brother Money printed his part of this discussion in a brochure widely distributed at the request of the 

trustees of ACU. His pamphlet, therefore, represents the official position of the school.) 

Money: We must mark those who cause divi
sion among us. Mark those whose agenda is con
trol instead of building up the body of Christ. Mark 
those who thrive on controversy. Mark those who 
twist the truth, assign false motives, who gossip 
and slander and are driven by ego and the need to 
control and dominate - all under the guise of 
"sound doctrine" on the right or "staying on the 
cutting edge of change" on the left. 

Dobbs: It is impossible to "mark" people 
anonymously! If your marking agenda is to be car
ried out, you must say precisely who you have in 
mind. A sweeping generality may indict the inno
cent. Should we mark and avoid those who teach 
that the mother of Jesus was "a sexually question
able woman"? Are you advocating marking those 
who say that women should be allowed to lead the 
public worship of the church? 

06BG 

Money: The spirit of Christ should not be re-
placed by the spirit of Diotrephes: III John 3:9 "I 
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wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to 
be first, will have nothing to do with us. So if I 
come, I will call attention to what he is doing, gos
siping maliciously about us. Not satisfied with that, 
he refuses to welcome the brothers. He also stops 
those who want to do so and puts them out of the 
church." 

If printing presses and periodicals had been 
around in the 1st century, I imagine Diotrephes 
would have had one. These kinds of people are not 
going to save the church. The church needs to be 
saved from them. 

Dobbs: /, too, vote in favor of the spirit of 
Christ and against Diotrephes. Jesus said, "Be
ware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep !s' 
clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves. " 
Brother Money, are you trying to save the church? 
Do you use the power of the printed page to broad
cast your message? Happy is the man who does not 
condemn himself in that which he allows. 

GrS"' 

Money: We must decide what is the driving 
force behind the restoration of New Testament 
Christianity. Is the process of restoring New Testa
ment Christianity a relentless and continual search 
for God's truth? A process? Or is it accomplished 
fact? 

Have we restored everything in the New Testa
ment church, or do we need to continue to search 
God's Word for a better glimpse of the truth? 

Dobbs: While it is true that we all must con
tinue to grow in knowledge and character, it does 
not, therefore, follow that we cannot know assur
edly the basic doctrines of the New Testament. You 
ask if we have restored everything in the New Tes
tament. My question to you is: Has anything been 
restored? If no, then is it possible to know anything 



absolutely? The commands of God are always brief 
and pointed. I cannot obey what I do not under
stand. Jesus tells me to hear and do his words 
(Matt. 7:21-28). He obviously expected me to know 
the truth (John 8:32). Brother Money, I fear your 
position on this point is uncommonly dangerous, 
unless you have a great deal more to say about it. 

GSF.3 

Money: If it is a continual search for truth - a 
process that never ends throughout our lives and 
from one generation to another - then we will 
study and discuss and listen and learn from each 
other and from any source that can give us a clearer 
vision of God's truth. 

If the driving force behind the restoration of 
New Testament Christianity is that it is accom
plished fact, then we will be dedicated to preserv
ing, protecting and defending what we have al
ready learned. 

Dobbs: Are you suggesting there is something 
wrong with "contending earnestly for the faith, 
which was once for all delivered to the saints?" 

oeo 
Money: One answer is a process; the other is 

an accomplishment of the past. If you think it is a 
process, you have nothing to fear from an honest 
search for truth, even when you have to adjust a 
former belief. 

Remember, that's how the Restoration Move
ment started in the frrst place. 

If you believe that the restoration of New Testa
ment Christianity is an accomplished fact - that 
we have the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, the last thing you want is people going 
around trying to think and examine and search and 
question. 

It is ironic to me that this view would have pro
hibited the very climate out of which the 19th cen
tury Restoration Movement grew. 

I ask each of you, what do you think the pro
cess of restoring New Testament Christianity is all 
about? 

I think it is a process, whereby we add and con
tinually adjust to what we already know. Based on 
a serious study of God's Word, we have restored in 
faith and practice many of the important concepts 
of the Gospel. But it is not complete. 

Dobbs: Your point is well-taken. Let's have a 
full-blown discussion on the questions you raise in 
your article. The debate ought not to be off in a 
corner but before the sun, because these things 
were taught before thousands. Now we will see 
who is afraid of open, free, full, public discussion. 
It is a mistake to suppose that someone who knows 
something, and knows that he knows it, is afraid to 
have it examined. Nineteenth-century restorers did 
not hesitate to engage in public debates. 

GtPO 

Money: One thing for sure that we have not yet 
restored is the early Christian's zeal for evangeliz
ing a lost world. If the truth of the Scriptures de
mands it, we must continue to study and grow and 
change. 

Dobbs: Change agents should be required to 
say plainly what changes they have in mind. To 
merely say we must be willing to change without 
giving the specifics of the proposed change is un
acceptable to thinking people. Change for the sake 
of change is instability. I join with you in saying 
that the church should do more evangelization, but 
that is not new. The cry for more zeal, more love, 
more sacrifice has long been made. What does a 
plea for evangelistic zeal restore? That sounds to 
me more like a play on words than an attempt at 
serious Bible study. 

(The Dobbs/Money written debate will con-
~~) ~ 
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A Parable of Two Orchards 
and the Forbidden Fruit 

By J. E. Choate 

T he first orchard which was located in ancient 
Carthage is the setting for the famous story 
of Augustine (A.D. 354-430) as related in his 

Confessions. He tells how he stole some pears 
from an orchard, not because he was hungry, but to 
enhance himself in the eyes of his friend. The pur
pose of the story in the Confessions, one of the 
greatest classics in religious literature, is to demon
strate the nature of sin as rebellion. 

Augustine is referred to as the most renowned 
theologian between Paul and Martin Luther. He 
stressed the grace of God and the depravity of man. 
He developed the theology of the "original sin," 
the "total depravity of man," and the doctrine of 
absolute "election" of the saved and the lost. The 
orchard was good, the fruit was good, but it was 
Augustine who was bad. 

The second orchard is described in the J anu
ary/February 1993 Wineskins article titled "A 
Dream Worth Keeping Alive: Liking the Fruit But 
Not the Orchard." The article was written by Max 
Lucado, a popular "New Age" church-of-Christ 
preacher, lecturer, and writer. His services are in 
broad demand. He preaches from the pulpits of 
churches of Christ and the denominations with 
equal acceptance. He travels on the lectureship cir
cuits of our colleges and churches. His books are 
publicized by the leading publishers of the 
churches of Christ. 

The orchard, which Lucado has in mind, is the 
conservative churches of Christ, for whom he has 
little to say by way of commendation. He does en
joy standing in the pulpits of splendid church-of
Christ auditoriums to spell out the antiquated ways 
and "dead traditions" of the conservative churches. 
He enjoys the fruits of the likes of David Lipscomb 
and Don Morris who established our churches and 
built our schools at great cost and sacrifice. The 
likes of Max Lucado deem themselves so much 

16 ~~m;oundiJ: 

wiser than their spiritual forebears. 
We could give the Wineskins article a second 

title, "Admissions," the stealing of the hearts of the 
members of the conservative churches of Christ to 
enhance a coveted prestige in the ranks of the lib
eral churches. Our conservative brethren are slowly 
realizing that their chief foes are they of their own 
household who would take from them their rightful 
heritage which has come to them through the right 
of passage from one generation to the next. We ex
tend to our liberal brethren the request that they 
go forth to claim the wayward church of Christ 
"baby boomers" and leave the loyal conservative 
churches of Christ alone to work out their own sal
vation. 

An Analysis of a Literary Genre 
We have in mind the classification of literary 

types, e.g., the short story and the essai. A literary 
story, fact or fiction, must be a whole and of a cer
tain magnitude. It must have a beginning, middle, 
and end. Each episode in the story must follow the 
Cartesian order from "cause to effect." This order 
then is climaxed by the denouement. Brother 
Lucado knows perfectly what is here in mind. 
There is also the aesthetic element. A classical 
work of art must have its parts proportionate and 
well-arranged. A perfectly-formed dwarf or a giant 
would leave us without a sense of unity but a feel
ing of repugnance. 

The Lucado article lacks a defined beginning, 
middle, and end. It lacks also a clear and coherent 
message. However, the intent of the writer is clear 
and present between the lines. Max Lucado sup
ports the agenda of the Wineskins editors, which is 
to throw the conservative churches of Christ into 
disarray and a state of confusion in order to set the 
stage for hostile takeovers. Fortunately, we remem
ber the flawed and failed strategies of the 
dig~essives exactly one hundred years ago. 



The Stories and Their Application 
The Lucado article is like a series of disparate 

beads strung out on an undefined line. The first 
story addresses the feats of the legendary Jesse 
Owens during the 1936 Berlin Olympic games and 
the camaraderie established between Jesse Owens 
and his German rival, Lutz Long, who helped 
Owens plan his winning strategies at his expense. I 
remember those times, and I later stood in that 
same stadium. And I, too, read Hitler's Mien Kampf 
in 1942. Yes, this was an example of tolerance to 
insure the achievement of the best for the common 
good. (However, may we keep in mind that Lucado 
has ultimately in mind the cooperation of the Meth
odist church and churches of Christ et al, in the 
achievement of common spiritual goals.) 

The second story addresses the conversations 
between the disciples of Jesus who were vying for 
greatness. Jesus gave them their answer in the par
able of a little child (Mark 9:37). 

The third story shows John rebuking a disci pie 
of Jesus, who was not of their immediate company, 
for casting out demons. Jesus rebuked John for his 
rude behavior (Mark 9:20). The denominations are 
both worthy and admired competitors of the 
churches of Christ in doing good deeds, that is, ac
cording to brother Lucado. 

The fourth story is the first of a series of "ad
missions" by brother Lucado as he would demean 
his conservative church-of-Christ brethren as he 
tells of his spiritual odyssey to attain spiritual per
fection. We do appreciate that Lucado deeply ap
preciates his heritage. It was in a small West Texas 
church of Christ where he came to know the 
Nazarene (Christ,(?) the cross, and the Word). 

Through the years his faith deepened. A Pente
costal taught him about prayer. C.S. Lewis put 
muscle into his faith. A Presbyterian taught him 
about the sovereignty of God. An ex -Catholic con
vinced him that Jesus was relentlessly tender. We 
would that brother Lucado read Francis Thomp
son's "Hound of Heaven" for a similar blessing. 

Then brother Lucado tells of a voice on a cold 
December night which caused him to pull to the 
side of the road to re-dedicate his life to God. The 
voice could have been that of an angel or a Quaker. 
Read the Wineskins article for the rest of the story. 

The fifth story addresses Joshua who rebuked 
Eldad and Edad for prophesying outside the circle 
of Moses. Moses rebuked Joshua in tum and would 
that all prophesied (Num. 11 :26). This is a carbon 
copy of Mark 9. Lucado next lets us in on a little 
secret in a church class he taught. Somebody said, 
"I grew up in the church of Christ and was taught 
that we were the only ones going to heaven." An
other said, "I grew up a Baptist and was taught the 
same thing." And the comments continued as a 
Catholic and a Pentecostal said the same thing. 
Brother Lucado does not clarify the subject at this 
place. He does so in another place. 

The sixth story and the denouement tell us all 
about Max Lucado that we need to know. He shares 
one thing in common with Leroy Garrett. Both are 

. equally at home in the midst of the digressives and 
other denominations and defend the practices of 
both. The truth of this allegation is established by 
none other than brother Lucado. 

He tells the story that he was speaking at the 
Willow Creek Community Church, an immense 
nondenominational church in Chicago. A group of 
elders met to pray with him each evening. One 
said, "I grew up a Baptist, but now I am just a 
Christian." One said, "I grew up a Methodist, but 
now I'm simply a believer." And another said, "I 
was a Dutch Reformed, and now I just follow 
Jesus." Brother Lucado remarked: "That's our line! 
That's what we in churches of Christ are supposed 
to say:' We need not explain further what Max 
Lucado has in mind. He tells us in his own words, 
and he prays that God may help us to do the same. 

A Summary Appraisal 
Rubel Shelly announced at the close of Jubilee 

'93 that Max Lucado was chosen for the keynote 
speaker of Jubilee '94. Brother Lucado is a staff 
writer for Wineskins and a regular speaker on Jubi
lee. If you would hear more from Lucado, sub
scribe to Wineskins, but also read the Firm Founda
tion paper for the counterpoint. 

The conservative churches of Christ are being 
attacked in every issue of Wineskins and on the 
floors of Jubilee. The conservative brethren need to 
be ever on the alert to escape the broadening nets 
of the liberals less they be ensnared. Do not under
estimate their abilities or their resolve. The big city 
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churches are now being targeted in growing num
bers for eventual takeover. 

If our liberal brethren are not of us, they should 
go out from us. We, too, understand the inevitable 
and inexorable laws of change. We have been to 
the universities and attended the seminaries. We 
read the same books you read. And we know what 
you know. We are not inferior to you. You say you 
endorse the concept of the autonomy of the local 

church. Will you practice the same? Why are you 
liberals mounting your campaigns to trouble and 
disturb churches across this nation? Paul tells us to 
mark those who cause division. This article also 
has this charge of Paul in mind. I pray this article is 
an expression of my faith and not one of harsh 
criticism. 

3714/h Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 
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Studies in the Restoration 3 
By L. L. Brigance 

Liberalism 

L 
iberalism and conservatism. Liberalism car
ries the idea of freedom from restraint; of not 
being bound by established forms or doc

trines; free to follow one's own opinion, judgment, 
or sense of expediency. In religious matters liberal
ism is opposed to a strict construction of God's 
Word. It permits the modification of the teaching of 
the Scriptures to suit the circumstances and condi
tions of the times. It allows the exercise of human 
judgment and wisdom in carrying out God's com
mands. It would condone the ignoring of some of 
God's commandments and the substitution of 
something else for others. In short, it does not be
lieve that we must have authority from the Scrip
tures for all we teach and practice, but that where 
they are silent we may do whatever we think to be 
good. 

On the other hand, conservatism believes in 
conserving existing institutions; in preserving the 
status quo. It is "opposed to change or innovation," 
but believes in "letting well enough alone." In 
spiritual things it believes that God's Word is the 
supreme and sole authority. It insists that God does 
not speak loosely or carelessly, but that "he says 
what he means and means what he says." It would, 
therefore, put a strict construction upon the word of 
God - taking it at just what it means, adding noth
ing to it and taking nothing from it. It believes that 
where the Scriptures are silent, we should be also 
- believing nothing, teaching nothing, and prac-
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tieing nothing. Beyond the peradventure of a 
doubt, this is what Thomas Campbell meant by his 
famous expression. 

Who are the progressives? The liberals in the 
Restoration Movement have always considered 
themselves the "progressive element"; in fact, they 
took pride in calling themselves the "progres
sives," and their conservative brethren they stigma
tize as "nonprogressives," "old fogies," "moss
backs," "antis," and other complimentary and en
dearing terms. 

The writer of these lines is a progressive, both 
by nature and by practice. He believes in that 
"noble discontent" that is never satisfied this side 
of perfection. Growth, development, improvement, 
greater usefulness, efficiency, success should be 
our aim in all things physical, mental, and spiritual. 
I believe in religious progress. I think all Christians 
ought to be "progressives." 

But what is religious progress? And what is a 
progressive Christian? Religious progress does not 
consist in departing from the "beaten path" and in
troducing new "ways and untried means." It does 
not consist in abandoning old beliefs and practices 
and substituting something modem and up to date. 
God gave the world a perfect system of religion at 
the beginning of the Christian age, and it cannot be 
improved. It is fixed and permanent. It is inflexible. 
It is perfectly adapted to the needs of humanity in 
every age. To modify it is to impeach the wisdom 
of God and to usurp his authority. It is the sin of 



presumption. Religious progress, then, consists in 
discovering just what this divine system requires of 
man and conforming to it in all its particulars. It is 
the complete subordination of man's will to God's 
will. It is the obedience of faith. It is that course of 
self-discipline and self-control that leads to perfect 
trust in God and to perfect obedience of his every 
command. Religious progress, to use the words of 
the beloved Larimore, is "to take God at his word, 
believe what he says, do what he commands, and 
trust him for the consequences." A progressive 
Christian is one who is coming nearer and nearer to 
the divine standard. Yes, every Christian ought to 
be a "progressive." 

But the fact is that these self-styled "pro
gressives" are really retrogressives or digressives 
- maybe both. Instead of going forward toward 
the perfect standard revealed in the New Testa
ment, they have gone away from it. They began 
their departures by the organization of unscriptural 
societies to do the work of the church, and down
right infidelity on the part of many of them. Not a 
few of their preachers and college professors are 
modernists, skeptics, infidels. R.C. Foster, in are
cent article in the Christian Standard, charges Dr. 
A. W. Fortune, a preacher and a professor in the 
College of the Bible, Lexington, Ky., with denying 
the resurrection of Christ and ridiculing anyone 
who believes it. He quotes him as saying to a class, 
presumably of young preachers: "No one believes 
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any more that Jesus was actually raised from the 
dead." This is nothing but straight-out infidelity. It 
is a rejection of the very foundation of Christianity; 
for "if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vain; . . . ye are yet in 
your sins." 

Other departures. Another innovation that fol
lowed soon after the organization of unscriptural 
societies was the introduction of instruments of 
music into the worship of the church. From the be
ginning of the Restoration Movement till about 
1860 no mechanical instrument of music was ever 
used in the churches of Christ. But along with agi
tation for a "higher order of literature," a "more 
cultivated ministry," "improved music," the 
"settled Pastor," etc., there arose a demand for an 
organ in the worship. The first instance of the use 
of such an instrument, so far as is known, was at 
Midway, Ky., in 1860. Dr. DeGroot says in his 
"Ground of Divisions Among the Disciples of 
Christ": "L.L. Pinkerton closed a sixteen-year pas
torate at Midway, Ky., in 1860, where he achieved 
the unique distinction of being the first Midwest 
Disciple to introduce a melodeon into church wor
ship." The following quotation from J. W. McGar
vey suggests another time and place where instru
mental music was introduced and something of the 
evil it has wrought. From a lengthy letter which he 
wrote in reply to a brother who had asked some 
questions about what to do in a congregation that 
was having trouble over the introduction of an or
gan we quote one paragraph as follows: 

That a vast amount of evil has been occa
sioned by the introduction of instrumental 
music into Christian worship is undeniable. 
Beginning with the first instance of it among 
us which I can remember, that which caused a 
schism in the church in St. Louis, in the year 
1869, its progress has been attended by strife, 
alienation, and division, with all their atten
dant evils, in hundreds of congregations. Be
fore this it had bred similar evils among the 
Methodist societies and Baptist and Presbyte
rian Churches; for all of these bodies in their 
early days, knowing that the practice origi
nated in the Roman Catholic Church, re
garded it as Romish corruption, and refused to 
tolerate it until it was forced upon them by the 
spirit of innovation which characterizes the 
present century. 
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Of all the immediate causes of the great divi
sion among the disciples of Christ within the past 
century two things stand out pre-eminent - "orga
nized effort" and "instrumental music," these two, 
but the greatest of these is instrumental music. It 
has been our observation and experience that "the 
organ" has caused more strife, bitterness, and divi
sion than any other single thing. It still remains as 
one of the principal barriers to any reunion of the 
liberal and conservative groups. 

Thus we see how "liberalism" kept on growing 
and adding one innovation after another until it 
brought instrumental music into the churches 

which precipitated the division, but the end is not 
yet We shall see worse things than these in the 
next article. 

L. L. Brigance (deceased) 

(Editors note: Brother Brigance was a brilliant 
professor at Freed-Hardeman College. His knowl
edge of the Bible and ability to teach was cel
ebrated in his day and is acclaimed by God-fearing 
people now. This article was part of a series on 
Restoration history that appeared in the Gospel 
Advocate in the early '40s. Truth is timeless -
Dobbs.) Fp 

Music in Christian Worship 
By Paul M. Tucker 

(Submitted by Lois Collins) 

(The following sermon was preached at Crieve Hall Church of Christ in Nashville on March 13, 1977.) 

The church of Christ was established on the music in your church worship?" This paper does 
first Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus, not exhaust the subject, by any means, but attempts 
in the city of Jerusalem, about A.D. 33. The to answer as clearly as possible. 

story is found in Acts 2. At that time the New Testa- What Kind of Music Does God Command? 
ment went into effect The New Testament is the The church uses only vocal music in worship 
constitution of the church of Christ (Heb. 9:15-17). because only vocal music is authorized in the New 

The book of Acts is the inspired history of the Testament. It is a matter of conviction, not of per
Lord's church during its earliest days. The church sonal preference. 
as revealed in the New Testament is exactly like the There are at least two kinds of music. Music 
Lord wanted his church- perfect. Any imperfec- made by mechanical instruments, as the organ, pi
tions in the church relate to man's imperfect appli- ano, guitar. Music made by the human voice- vo
cation of the divinely-revealed instructions. Man's cal music- or singing. If the New Testament told 
blunders reflect in no way on the perfection of the us to make music in worship, that would have been 
church as revealed in the New Testament. generic and any kind of music would be autho-

The New Testament church is divinely con- rized. God did not say make music. He said, 
ceived, spirit-filled, blood-bought, and heaven- "Sing." That is specific. The command to sing is 
bound. Change from what is revealed in the New inclusive and exclusive .. It includes all that is au
Testament makes imperfection and is digression in- thorized within the scope of the instruction and ex
stead of improvement. There are numerous warn- eludes everything else. 
ings against alterations (2 John 9; Rev. 22:18-19). Now please get your New Testament and read 

Concerning the matter of music in church wor- with me every Scripture reference where in any 
ship, there are many sincere truth-seekers who way possible there could be any reference to music 
want to know what is right. For those honest, sin- in worship to God (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26; Acts 
cere people this paper is written. The question is 16:25; Rom. 15:9; 1 Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; Col. 
often asked of me, "Why do you use only vocal 3:16; Heb. 2:12; Heb. 13:15; James 5:13). 
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The first two references refer to Christ and the 
apostles before the church was established, but the 
music was "singing." The reference in Hebrews 
13:15 does not use the term sing or singing, but it 
speaks of "a sacrifice of praise" and "the fruit of 
lips." Every other passage refers specifically to 
"sing" or "singing" and is specific, including vocal 
music, and omitting music made with mechanical 
instruments. These verses are the extent of the pre
cept or example in the New Testament on what 
music we should make in praising God. That is the 
limit of the authority and the limit of our practice. 

Our worship is to be offered to the God of 
heaven. He knows what pleases him in worship. In 
his divine revelation, the Bible, he has given in
structions that if followed will cause us to please 
him. We know from the above Scriptures vocal mu
sic in worship pleases God. It is rash, unauthorized 
presumption to assume that mechanical music in 
worship pleases him. 

The importance of confining ourselves to that 
which God has authorized can be seen very clearly 
by a biblical example. In the early days of the 
church some "went out" teaching things that 
"troubled you with words, subverting your souls ... 
to whom we gave no such commandment" (Acts 
15:22-24). Because God "gave no such command
ment" it was wrong for them to teach it. Similarly, 
in New Testament church worship the use of instru
mental music is not authorized, because God "gave 
no such commandment." Because he gave no such 
commandment, we have no such practice in our 
worship. There is no New Testament command, ex
ample, or necessary inference for using instruments 
of music in worship. We cannot use them in wor
ship without abandoning the only ground on which 
a restoration of New Testament Christianity can 
ever be accomplished. 

What About the History of 
Instrumental Music in Worship? 

Instrumental music in church worship has a 
lengthy, infamous, and unenviable history of con
tributing to division in many religious groups. 
When through the work of inspired apostles our 
Lord established his church on earth in the first 
century, he intended it to be one. Jesus said, "There 
shall be one fold, and one shepherd" (John 10:16). 

Jesus prayed, ''That they may all be one; as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee" (John 17:21). A di
vision developed in the church at Corinth, and Paul 
reproved the church sharply for it (1 Cor. 1:10-13; 
3:3). Division in the church is wrong, and when 
there is division, somebody sins. 

Innovations often divide professed followers of 
Jesus. But of all causes of division, perhaps the one 
thing that has been an occasion of division more 
frequently than any other is instrumental music in 
worship. Some have promoted mechanical instru
ments in worship over strenuous objections of 
many honest, sincere people, causing strife, divi
sion, and unchristian attitudes and conduct. 

Instruments in sacred music were cultivated 
during the time of Samuel, and developed by 
David (1 Sam. 10:5; 2 Chron. 7:1-7; 29:25). 
Among the Jews instruments were used in temple 
worship. According to the Biblical, Theological, 
and Ecclesiastical Encyclopedia, McClintock and 
Strong, Vol. VI, page 7 62, instruments were never 
used in synagogue worship! (Church Music, J.P. 
Sanders and Russell N. Squire, p. 19). 

All references in the New Testament indicate 
the music in the church in the first century was 
purely vocal. Reliable historians agree with this. 
Dr. Frederic Louis Ritter, director of the School of 
Music at Vassar College, in his book, History of 
Music from the Christian Era to the Present Tzme, 
says (p. 28): "We have no real knowledge of the 
exact character of the music which formed a part of 
the religious devotion of the first Christian congre
gations. It was, however, purely vocal" (Instrumen
tal Music in the Worship, M.C. Kurfees, p. 144). 

Dr. Massey Shepherd Jr., professor of liturgy, 
Divinity School, University of Chicago, was asked 
if the early church used instrumental music in wor
ship. He replied: 

No. It was used in the Temple service but was 
not brought into the synagogue. The pagan 
cults used it in their worship. ... There were 
instruments then in pagan worship, but not in 
the worship of the church. When the instru
ments came they were not used to accompany 
the singing but to give the pitch. This contin
ued down into the Middle Ages (Church Mu
sic, J.P. Sanders and Russell N. Squire, p. 24). 

When, then, were instruments of music first 
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introduced into the worship of the church by those 
who claimed to be followers of Christ? We have no 
way of knowing except by reliable historians. 

Pope Vitalian is related to have first in
troduced organs into some churches of west
em Europe, about 670; but the earliest trust
worthy account is that of the one sent as a 
present by the Greek emperor Constantine 
Copronymus to Pepin, king of the Franks, in 
755 (Instrumental Music in the Worship, M.C. 
Kurfees, p. 152). 

The organ is said to have been first em
ployed in the church during the time of Pope 
Vitalian 1 (A.D. 666). Pepin placed the Con
stantine organ in the church of St. Corneille 
at Compiegne, and Charlemagne had one 
made at Aix-la-Chapelle, a model of the one 
at Compiegne (The New International Ency
clopedia, Vol. XIII, p. 446). 

Many churches did not use instruments in wor
ship. As late as A.D. 1250, Thomas Aquinas said, 
"Our Church does not use musical instruments, as 
harps and psalteries, to praise God withal, that she 
may not seem to Judaize." 

The Catholic Church divided into the western 
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branch (Roman Catholic) and the eastern branch 
(Greek Orthodox). Introduction of instruments of 
music in worship was one cause of this division. 
The Roman Catholics use them. The Greek Catho
lics do not. 

Reference has been made to Jewish worship. 
Although instruments were used in Jewish worship 
in Old Testament times in the temple, they were 
never in the synagogue. In modern times this issue 
has been a cause of friction among Jewish people. 

The modem organ in Reform Synagogues 
as an accessory of worship was first intro
duced by Israel Jacobson at Berlin in the new 
house of prayer which he opened for the 
Shabuot festival , June 14, 1815. It aroused 
great indignation and opposition on the part 
of the rest of the community. 

Among the Reform congregations in the 
United States the organ was first introduced in 
1840 ... at Charleston, S.C., by a vote of 46 
against 40 of the older members, who carried 
the matter into courts .... The minority finally 
withdrew and organized a separate congrega
tion . 

After the Middle Ages there eventually came 
the Protestant Reformation. What of music in 
churches at the beginning of these Protestant 
groups? At the time of founding, several Protestant 
denominations did not use instruments of music in 
worship. Quotations from several reformers show 
their strong opposition to it 

In 1868 W. K. Pendleton wrote: 
This tendency of the religious feeling of the 
American people is well portrayed in a recent 
article in the New York Herald . ... In public 
worship New York now absolutely wreaks its 
religion in music . ... No pleading on the part 
of elderly clergymen for simplicity of form 
has been of any avail. ... Presbyterians have 
fallen into it, Methodists exhort in musical 
notes .... Episcopalians cantillate everything. 
... Catholics are becoming more and more so. 
... The Baptists only, as a great body, have 
held aloof and kept the letter of their original 
simplicity, and these will no doubt gradually 
soften and mingle with the general pulp (The 
Voice of the Pioneers on Instrumental Music 
and Societies, John T. Lewis, p. 134). 

Instruments of music were relatively new in those 
churches in 1868, and the Baptists in New York 
were said not to have had them then! Yet many 



sincere people think these religious groups have 
used instruments of music from time immemorial! 

The Free Methodist Churches opposed the use 
of instruments in worship, and it was in the 1940s 
that in a conference in California they voted to per
mit it. One of their leading preachers told me it was 
causing trouble, and many would not introduce it 
even though permitted by the conference. 

Primitive Baptists still do not use instruments 
of music in their worship. 

It was introduced into the Church of England 
by decision of a convocation in 1560, by a vote of 
59-58, and that one vote by proxy (Instrumental 
Music in the Worship, M.C. Kurfees, p. 173). 

In the United States the Jewish Reform Church 
introduced it in 1844 in Charleston, South Caro
lina, by a vote of 46-40 (Ibid, p. 139). 

Among the churches of Christ and Christian 
churches, the first instrument was a melodeon in
troduced into the worship at Midway, Ky., in 1859. 
In St. Louis an organ was introduced into the wor
ship in 1869. The introduction of instruments of 
music into the worship was almost invariably over 
great protest of conscientious people, and to the 
disruption of peace and harmony among them. 
Even "the Latin church introduced it pretty gener
ally but not without the protest of eminent men." 

Churches of Christ and Christian churches 
were split into two separate groups, and instru
ments of music in worship were a major cause. 

Anything that has left a trail of division, par
ties, factions, and corruptions as have instruments 
of music in worship in so many religious groups 
over so many years is a questionable matter at best. 
I want no identification with such a church-split
ting matter that is unauthorized in sacred Scripture, 
a thing tearing asunder the body of Christ. 

What Was the Practice of the Inspired 
Apostles? 

The apostles purposefully omitted instruments 
of music from their worship in the first century. The 
music they used in church worship was purely vo
cal. It was singing. All Scripture records indicate 
the music was singing. Secular and sacred history 
combine in this testimony. 

Lyman Coleman, Presbyterian scholar, "It is 
generally admitted that the primitive Christians 

employed no instrumental music in their religious 
worship" (The Primitive Church, pp. 370-1). Many 
other references are available from authoritative 
historians. 

Omitting instruments of music from worship in 
the first century was an intentional matter, not acci
dental in any sense of the word. The apostles knew 
such instruments were used in pagan worship and 
in Jewish temple worship. Instruments were avail
able, but they were not used. The omission was in
tentional, inasmuch as they were available and 
could have been used. 

The apostles omitted instruments of music from 
their worship, proving they should have been omit
ted. If they should have omitted them then, we 
should omit them now. 

How Does Instrumental Worship 
Influence Worship? 

Mechanical music in worship to God perverts 
the worship God ordained in the New Testament. 
There is scriptural authority for singing (Scriptures 
already given), for the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 
Cor. 11 :23-29), for contributing of our means (1 
Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8, 9), for reading the Bible and 
preaching the Word, and prayers (Acts 2:42). In
strumental music adds another dimension, a differ
ent means of expression to what God ordained. 

Nadab and Abihu corrupted the worship of God 
by offering "strange fire" which God did not com
mand, and God destroyed them for it (Lev. 10:1-3). 
Why should we think we are permitted to corrupt 
the worship of God by strange music, which he did 
not command? 

There are numerous scriptural warnings against 
changing, altering, tampering with the Word of 
God. "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in 
the doctrine of God, hath not God" (2 John 1 :9). To 
introduce instruments of music in worship is to go 
beyond the realm of the authorized. The person 
who uses them does so without the blessings of 
God. He operates outside the pale of divine author
ity and blessing. 

"If any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in 
this book: and if any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the holy city, and from the 
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things which are written in this book" (Rev. 22: 18-
19). Respect for the Word of God does not permit 
us to tamper with it in any way. 

What Religious Leaders Have Said 
Martin Luther, founder of Lutheranism: ''The 

organ in the worship of God is an ensign of Baal." 
John Calvin, originator of the Presbyterian 

church: "It is no more suitable than the burning of 
incense, the lighting of tapers, or revival of the 
other shadows of the law." 

John Wesley, founder of Methodism: "I have no 
objection to the organ in our chapels provided it is 
neither heard nor seen." 

Adam Clarke, commentator: "Instrumental mu
sic in the house of God I abominate and abhor. This 
is the abuse of music, and I here register my protest 
against all such corruptions in the worship of that 
Infinite Spirit who requires his followers to wor
ship him in spirit and in truth." 

Charles Spurgeon, noted Baptist preacher, of 

London: "I would as soon pray to God with ma
chinery as to sing to God with machinery." 

Alexander Campbell: "I presume, to all spiritu
ally-minded Christians such aids (as instrumental 
music) would be as a cowbell in a concert." 

David Lipscomb: ''The church that adopts in
strumental music goes into apostasy." 

J.W. McGarvey, of the College of the Bible, 
Lexington, Ky., withdrew membership from the 
Broadway church, Lexington, when the church 
voted to install an organ in 1902. 

This is not all that could be said on this subject, 
but is sufficient to let sincere truth-seekers see the 
tragedy of perversions in the work and worship of 
God. It is dangerous beyond comprehension to use 
instruments of music in worship. To this I affix my 
signature with all the fervency of my being, in the 
sight of God, the holy angels, and in the sight of 
my fellow man. 4806 Trousdale Dr. 

Nashville, TN 37220 
Fp 

GuyN. Woods 

T he venerable Guy N. Woods has made his de
parture from this life to an unseen world. His 
outward man was placed near his boyhood 

home in Tennessee, to "mix with the elements." 
His inward man, free from the cares of flesh, is 
comforted in paradise, awaiting the resurrection, 
and mixing with the "souls of all just men made 
perfect." 

Brother Woods was a man of high intellect, 
practical wisdom, and warmth of brotherly kind
ness. His ability to analyze was unparalleled. He 
had no earthly equal as a debater and writer. He was 
a teacher. He was a friend. He was a saint. 

Having been overcome by carbon monoxide, 
brother Woods lay in a coma for several days. His 
spirit was drawing itself into itself and preparing 
for its flight. On the morning of December 9 
brother Wood's soul slipped its earthly fetters and a 
"sweet chariot" carried him home. 

He laid his armor down and passed the torch to 
us. From this faithful servant of the King of the 
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Ages, we receive a priceless bequest. Out of the 
grave the memory of this valiant soldier bids us to 
seek frrst "the kingdom of God and his righteous
ness." When we love God supremely and fellow
man as self, we are constrained to love liberating 
truth. Brother Woods has shown us the importance 
of study, of meditation, of dedication, of devotion, 
of self-sacrifice, and the relevance of being "set for 
the defense of the gospel." He was no shirker. He 
did his part in traveling the second mile - and 
more. 

Time passes! We pause for a moment to salute 
this preacher-prince, this priest of Jehovah, this 
holy property of God. Our hearts swell within us as 
we remember his godly life and his many achieve
ments, and we dedicate ourselves to follow him in
sofar as he followed Jesus. We look forward to the 
day when we stand on an eternal shore and sing to
gether the victory song of Moses and the Lamb. 
Watch for us, Guy. We are coming. 
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M any say, "Reading the Firm Foundation is 
a must." We appreciate every letter and ev
ery word of encouragement. Our readership 

continues to grow each month, and we thank you 
for that. Someone has said that gratitude is "a sen
timent lying midway between a benefit received 
and a benefit expected." The benefit received is the 
increase in subscribers over the past year. The ben
efit expected is a continued growth of readers. We 
do thank you from our heart. Gratitude is an emo
tion that is difficult to express, especially when it is 
deep. 

Announcements 
0 Congratulations! Wallace and Ella Davis 

celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary- that's 
right, 70th. Descendants of this Christian couple 
include ministers, elders, deacons, and teachers in 
the church ... think of it .. . 70 years of marriage! 
Again I say, "Congratulations!" 

0 The Fort Worth Lectureship is January 9-
12. Maxie Boren has arranged a good program. 
The material presented should be helpful in fend
ing off the roaring lion. 

0 The church in Munford, Ala., announces its 
frrst lectureship with a theme of Back to the Bible. 
The speakers will include Jerry Nob- lin, Charles 
Box, Tom Larkin, Mike McElroy, Jimmy Clark, 
Jeff Clark, Richard O'Conner, Don Murrell, Kelby 
Smith, Bobby Duncan, Roy Lanier, James Rogers, 
Winfred Clark, and Curtis Cates. The program will 
be presented January 7-9, with two lectures on Fri
day evening, eight lessons on Saturday, and six ser
mons on Sunday - a veritable feast for the soul. 
For more information contact Munford Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 128, Munford, AL 36268, or call 
(205) 358-4528. 

0 The Fourth Annual Roundhouse (Home
school Retreat), with 220 present, was at Pell City, 
Ala. The program included student presentations, 
daily devotionals, a Bible bowl, athletic contests, 

special speaker Wayne Coats, and lots of fellow
ship. If interested in homeschooling contact The 
Home Train, 420 Chula Vista Mt. Rd., Pell City, 
AL 35125, or call (205) 338-1843. 

0 Gerald Nichols reports that a two-month 
teaching effort in Romania resulted in 14 addi
tions to the body of Christ. Another campaign is 
planned for Timisoara, April through June, 1994. If 
you would like more details, contact Gerald Ni
chols, RR 10 Box 1020, Springfield, MO 65803, or 
call (417) 833-1343. 

0 Glad Tidings for the Blind is a quarterly 
publication edited by John Bessire. John and his 
wife donate their time and talent to producing this 
excellent periodical - the only one we know of 
printed in braille. It is a long, hard struggle in a la
bor of love. The Bessires could use your encour
agement, especially cash contributions to help de
fray the cost of preparing and mailing the bulky 
publication. A large number of blind persons will 
bless you for it. Contact John Bessire, 2704 
Flannery Rd, San Pablo, CA 94805. 

0 The Garfield Heights church in Indianapo
lis conducts an annual lectureship of good caliber. 
Each year since 1983 they have produced a hard
back book containing all the lectures - a wealth of 
information and first-class Bible study. The church 
is unwilling to make a profit on the books and, 
therefore, sells them for the actual cost of printing. 
This leaves no funds to advertise the product. Each 
book sells for $6.50 - a bargain. If you would like 
to have a list of available books, write to Garfield 
Heights Church of Christ, 2842 Shelby St., India
napolis, IN 46203, or call (317) 784-9480. The 
preacher is Kenneth McClain. 

Opportunity 
0 Jeff Jarrett, preacher for the Pine Street 

church in Heber Spring, Ark., advises they are 
sponsoring a full-time missionary in Murmansk, 
Russia - population 500,000. Truth For The 
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World, under the oversight of the Knight Arnold 
Church in Memphis, is heard daily in Munnansk. 
The Pine Street church needs the fellowship of oth
ers to fulfill this urgent need and excellent opportu
nity. Please write Pine Street Church of Christ, 
1314 Pine Street, Heber Springs, AR 72543, or call 
(501) 362-5570. 

Won't Wonders Never Cease 
0 Young Episcopalians who call a church-rec

ommended telephone number seeking information 
about how to prevent AIDS will instead receive 
"America's wildest, hottest (homosexual) phone 
sex service," according to Episcopalians United, a 
group fighting the liberalism of its mainline 
denomination. The phone number - which is pub
lished in What Young People Should Know About 
AIDS, a pamphlet distributed by the Episcopal 
Church Center's Youth Ministries Office - once 
was an AIDS crisis line. 

Relegating Religion to Rubbish 
0 U.S. News & World Report, in an article 

written by John Leo, says: 
Is the American elite routinely disdainful of 
or hostile to religion? Stephen Carter, profes
sor of law at Yale, says yes in his new book, 
The Culture of Disbelief. Originally, Carter 
wanted to call the book God as a Hobby. That 
acid phrase, which survives as a chapter head
ing, means this: The intellectual class thinks 
religion is fine if conducted in private as a 
personal pursuit, like woodworking or chess. 
But if religions bring their moral concerns 
into the public arena, the elite is always ready 
to stamp its collective feet and howl about 
dangerous zealots and a crumbling wall be
tween church and state .... President Clinton 
read The Culture of Disbelief while on vaca
tion and explicitly endorsed its theme, which 
suggests that American liberalism is in danger 
of automatically mistrusting people who take 
public positions based on religious convic
tions. 

Carter's book claims, "A religion is, at its heart, 
a way of denying the authority of the rest of the 
world." 

The Latest Fad 
0 A Roman Catholic priest, William Larkin, 

is performing PC baptisms (using his computer to 
baptize). Several children were "baptized in the 
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name of God our Creator, through Jesus the Christ, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit." Well, why not? If 
you are not going to pay any attention to what the 
Bible says about baptism (or anything else, for that 
matter), why not electronic baptism? The report 
says Larkin is a minister at the Paulist Center in 
Boston. The Paulist order caters to Catholics who 
don't care for some of the traditions of the church. 

If some of our tradition-fearing brothers find 
out about this, they may decide to jump on the 
bandwagon and baptize via computer. It makes 
about as much sense as some of the other things 
being advocated in the name of anti-traditionalism. 
Besides, if the Bible is not authoritative and gives 
no pattern, then whatever you do sincerely is 
hunky-dory. Sincerity has been defined as "a men
tal attitude acquired after long practice by man, in 
order to conceal his ulterior motives." Longfellow 
called it, "Just what I think and nothing more nor 
less." 

History 

0 William Bradford's (governor of the origi
nal Plymouth Rock community) grave is at Burial 
Hill, Mass. A marble obelisk marks his tomb, 
with a Latin inscription bearing the phrase: "What 
our fathers with so much difficulty attained, do 
not basely relinquish." The Bible puts the same 
thought this way, "Therefore we ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things that were heard, 
lest haply we drift away from them." 

Editorial 

0 In a recent column distributed by Los Ange-
les Times Syndicate, Paul Harvey gave this opinion: 

I can't separate goodness and badness from 
today's news and explain it. Every ugly head
line in today's newspaper- and yesterday's 
and tomorrow's - is because somebody's 
emotions got out of whack. He might be smart 
as all get out, but if he's emotionally color
blind, he is an unguided missile destined to 
self-destruct. Spaceship Earth came with a 
book of instructions; let's see what it says: 

• It says we should not be slothful in busi
ness. In fact, it says he who does not work 
- let him not eat. 

• It says women should wear modest apparel. 
• It says don't steal anything- ANYTHING! 



• It says don't get drunk - period. 
• It says you sleep with your own wife. 
• It says you don't do what you want, you do 

what you ought, and for those whose con
sciences are anesthetized, it specifies which 
is which. 

If that rule book were not divinely inspired, it 
would still be the best blueprint for an orderly ex
istence. 

Sentence Against an Evil Work 

@ "Because sentence against an evil work is 
not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the 
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil." 

Americans fear crime! This is based on experi
ence and observation. Our proud country is awash 
in violence. Mortimer B. Zukerman, in a U.S. News 
& World Report article said: 

A few argue that the issue is not crime but 
racism and racial disadvantage - though the 
vast majority of blacks, regardless of eco
nomic circumstances, are law-abiding citi
zens. Or, at the extreme, they denounce pros
ecution of black criminals as racism - a 
phenomenon seen in the Los Angeles trial of 
those charged with the beating of truck driver 
Reginald Denny. 

Failure to punish the evildoer results in an in
crease of evildoing. 
Diversity 

0 On a recent Larry King Live television 
show (October 13) Julie Dorf, secretary of the In
ternational Lesbian and Gay Association, and Bill 
Andriette, a leader of the North American Man/Boy 
Love Association said that the ILGA passed a reso
lution in 1985 encouraging its members to work to
ward the abolition of age-of-consent laws. The as
tonishing thing is that Larry King apparently 
thought it was cute. 

More Diversity 
~ Bobby Dockery reports in The Beam of 

Light, published by the Baldwin Church of Christ, 
Fayetteville, Ark., about gay terrorism. He says that 
Lou Shelton spoke at the Hamilton Square Baptist 
Church building in San Francisco. Dockery says: 

The Sunday night service of the church was 
interrupted by about 100 gay and lesbian pro
testors, who invaded church grounds and 
blocked the doors for several hours. They 

shouted at, grabbed at, and threw rocks at 
church members who tried to enter, and 
threatened them as they left the service. The 
rioters ... broke in a door and kicked at emer
gency exit doors while chanting, 'We want 
your children. Give us your children.' 

It is later than you think! And maybe even later 
than that! 

Alert! Alert! 

0 Joycelyn Elders says she will do for 
America what she had done for Arkansas - a con
dom for every kid ... increase in teen-age pregnancy 
.. . venereal disease rampant .. . ignorance gone to 
seed! President Clinton said he wanted an adminis
tration that looks like America. Unfortunately we 
are getting an America that looks like Arkansas. 
Will Mrs. Elders do for America what she has done 
for Arkansas? We hope not! 

Hair Raising 

0 The number one reason given by teens for 
premarital intercourse is "peer pressure." 

(Planned Parenthood Poll, American Teens 
Speak, New York; Louis Harris & Associates, Inc., 
1986). 
Psychology 

0 Hilton Terrell, editor of the Journal of Bib
lical Ethics in Medicine, has a problem with the 
scientific status of much of psychology. Psychol
ogy literally means the study of the mind or soul, 
something which Terrell contends is flatly impos
sible: "The nonmaterial aspect of us, however you 
wish to carve it up, cannot be known - other than 
by introspection, which the Bible tells us is not a 
trustworthy thing to lean upon." Terrell has a doc
torate in psychology. He went back to school be
cause he decided that what he had been taught in 
psychology was incompatible with Christianity. 
The mind, Terrell says, "is impervious to outside 
observation." It is by definition "beyond the pale of 
the natural sciences which require something to 
have material existence ... Psychiatrists and psy
chologists flit back and forth across the brain/mind 
distinction all the time and never tell anybody." 
While the brain can be studied, the mind cannot be. 

Mind (spirit) is in the image of God and there
fore defies the psychoanalysis of man- any man! 

Fp 
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Worth Repeating 
Compiled by Paul Sain 

The Church Will Never Be the Same 
The issue of 1ime magazine, AprilS, 1993, car

ried this caption, ''The Church Will Never Be the 
Same," because, they say, "The baby boomers are 
coming back to church." The article said among 
other things, "These returnees are described as 
traveling from church to church or faith to faith, 
sampling creeds, shopping for a custom-made 
God." It said of churches, "In an effort to attract 
them, more and more churches are becoming cus
tomer oriented." 

This reminded me of some striking parallels of 
the '60s and the church in the '90s. I found some 
common denominators among those who are caus
ing confusion in churches, including the churches 
of Christ. 

1. The boomers of the '60s were looking for 
highs. They could not live on the plains. They had 
to be on the mountain peaks. They needed a smoke, 
a pill, or a needle. What are you hearing today from 
those pulling away from the church? "We want ex
citement in our worship. We want a worship that 
makes us feel good or high." I might add, never 
mind how God may feel. 

2. Another similarity in the '60s and the '90s: 
They both dislike order. In the '60s they wanted a 
spontaneous lifestyle doing whatever made them 
feel good. We are hearing the same cry today in the 
church: ''We want a spontaneous worship. We are 
bored with order." 

3. Another similarity in the '60s and the '90s: 
They both dislike authority. They want to do it 
their way. In the '60s they rebelled against paren
tal, governmental, and religious authority. The new 
hermeneutic virtually eliminates apostolic author
ity and does away with pattern theology. Everyone 
does that which is right in his own eyes. 

4. In the '60s they wanted to do what came 
naturally. Then they did not wear socks, ties, nor 
underwear. Their motto was: "Just hang loose." 
Personal freedom and comfort were their objec-
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tives. Does this remind you of anything today? 
5. Another striking parallel is this: They toler

ated everything except the established order. They 
would neither judge nor condemn any lifestyle. To
day those pulling away from the church have toler
ance for virtually anything with the exception of 
the established church. 

6. Both have the same theme. Remember in 
the '60s the peace signs. Truth, they said, was unat
tainable. Thus came consensus and situation ethics, 
but real peace eluded them. Today we are being 
told among our ranks that peace is the message. I 
disagree. Truth is the message. Peace is the hope. 

7. Both then and now they believe love is a 
cure-all, but what kind of love are they talking 
about? "Love Sweet Love" or agape love that suf
fereth long and is kind .. . rejoices in the truth (1 
Cor. 13). I see the "Me" generation in both of 
these. 

I beg those who are swept up in this movement 
to take another look. I beg the elders and churches 
and our schools who are catering to this movement 
to take another look before we lose the church that 
Jesus purchased with his own blood. 

Bob Plunket, Tuscumbia, AL, bulletin 

Midwestern 
School of Preaching 

0 2-year course of study -...,. 

o Study entire Bible text ~~-
0 Practical and foundational fields ~ ., ~ ,. 

fully covered -- l..... "! 
0 Wives program ,-:-J \Ja, 
0 Annual evangelistic campaigns ·~A.C:"__.. 
0 Yearly student lectureship in June 
0 Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 796-6988 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 
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Cotham~ Comments 
---By Perry B. Cotham---

''Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not 
unto thine own under

standing. In all thy ways acknowl
edge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths" (Prov. 3:5-6). 

It has been said: "Freedom is 
not the right to do as you please, but the liberty to do 
as you ought." Children of God have been set free 
from the bondage of sin because of obedience to the 
Truth (Gal. 5: 1; John 8:32). 

God made us with freedom to choose right or 
wrong. 

And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, 
choose you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your fathers served 
that were on the other side of the flood, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: 
but as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord (Josh. 24: 15). 

Man's choice is not always right. Moses, in his 
farewell address to Israel, announced: 

Behold, I set before you this day a blessing 
and a curse: a blessing, if ye shall obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God, which I 
command you this day; and a curse, if ye will 
not obey the commandments of the Lord your 
God (Deut. 11 :26-28). 

Men may establish religious bodies "teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of men." If their 
doctrine and practice are not according to the Bible, 
they are denominational and wrong. 

Christ established only one church. It began on 
the first Pentecost after his resurrection (Matt. 
16:18). The church of Christ, in one stage or an
other, has always been in existence. Jesus compared 
the kingdom of heaven, which is the church and is 
comprised of all the saved, to the stages in the de
velopment of a crop: 

So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should 
cast seed into the ground; And should sleep, 
and rise night and day, and the seed should 
spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. For 

the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first 
the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn 
in the ear. But when the fruit is brought forth, 
immediately he putteth in the sickle, because 
the harvest is come (Mark 4:26-29). 

We can observe the developmental stages of the 
kingdom of God: the seed, the seed planted, the 
blade, the ear, and the full corn in the ear. 

The one church was first in the mind of God. He 
purposed it from eternity (Eph. 3:8-12); then he 
promised the coming of the Savior (Gen. 3:15; 
12:1-3; 22:18; Gal. 3:8-16). He gave many prophe
cies through holy men (2 Pet. 1:21; Acts 3:22-26; 
Isa. 2:2-3; Micah 4: 1-2; Zech. 1: 16; Joel 2:28-32). 
During the preaching of John the Baptist and the 
personal ministry of Christ the church was in prepa
ration; the perfection or completion came when the 
kingdom or church was established in Jerusalem on 
Pentecost day (Acts 2: 1-4). 

The time and place of the beginning of the 
Lord's church on earth are very important. Peter 
quoted Joel, "But this is that which was spoken by 
the prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass in the last 
days, saith God" (Acts 2: 16-17). Peter said the last 
days are now. Pentecost was the time and Jerusalem 
was the place where the church of Christ began. 

Acts 2 has been called "the hub of the Bible." 
The Old Testament pointed forward to it, and after
wards the church is always spoken of as being in ex
istence and points back to it. Christ promised the 
kingdom would come during the lifetime of some 
who heard him make the promise (Mark 9: 1). He 
said the kingdom would come with power. Jesus 
said the power would come when the Holy Spirit 
came (Acts 1 :8). The Holy Spirit came on the day 
of Pentecost. Therefore, the kingdom came with 
power on that day. This was "the beginning" of the 
church of our Lord. People today are still being 
added to the one true church of Christ established 
almost 2,000 years ago. 1814 Santa Cruz 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
FF 
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Traveling? 
Visit these congregations. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Services: 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-7277. 

-Missouri-

Bramon - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 
334-3866,334-3757. 

-Montana-

Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home of the Northwest Firm FoundllJion 
Lectureship. 

-North Carolina-
Jacksonville- Wesconnett Church of Christ, 5223 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Greater Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771_5075 or 771_2646. Rocky Mount -Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) S 9 10 6 Wed 7.30 p m Mark Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-un. , a.m.. p.m., . . . . 
456-4921. Mosher, preacher. 7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Arkansas- Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 9, Home of Florida School of Preaching. 
10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, 
(501) 932-4328. 

- California-
Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 

-Ohio-

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 274-
001. Home of Western Ohio Valley Firm 
FoundllJion Lectureship. 

Modesto - 416 W. Whitmore at Carol Ln., 
(407) 657-0657. Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson AFB., 

95351. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Sarasota- Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor of West Coast Firm to Holiday Inn. Services: Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Fourulolion Lectureship. p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 
minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (407) 589_5140_ Bob Wmton, evangelist. Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 

San Bernardino - Uptown Church of Christ, 
3630 N.''E'' St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 

-Georgia-

7 p.m. Call883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, minister, Adanta _ Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
883-5232. Memorial Drive., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

San Lorenzo- 977 Grant Ave. at Washington, 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m., (415) 276-4693, Joe Gilmore, minister. 
Sponsor of West ~ Firm FoundllJion 
Lectureship. 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 
1-285) 

Byron - 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 

San Mateo- 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Amott Lowder, 
minister. 

-Pennsylvania-

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bob Eddy, minister. (215) 
326-4028. Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Firm Foundlllion Lectureship. 

- South Carolina-9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Noah 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor of 
West Coast Firm Foundlllion Lectureship. 

-Indiana-
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 

Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 

ed Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 877-8951. Ex1't 56 offl-85. 3 IDl'les. (619) 367-9400. We will contact lov ones or 
10 11 6 "'ed 7 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. friends. Sun. , a.m., p.m., "' . p.m. 

Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 
-Michigan-

C central 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

Harrison - Frr Street Church of Christ. Preaching 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, the whole counsel of God. Mark Turok, minister 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, (

517
) 

539
_
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1. 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado- -Minnesota -

-Tennessee -

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 501 
McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Waymon 
Summers, preacher. Home of the Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Memphis- Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 4400 
Craig- Church of Christ, comer of Yampa and Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 p.m. Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 
824-2630. Melvin Elliott, minister, 824-7040 Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 
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Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off I-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974,643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas -

Abilene - Eastside Church of Christ, 805 N. Judge 
Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is 
our pattern. 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-12 19. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (8 17) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a .m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (21 0) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 :30p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. 

- Virginia-

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, II 
a.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. 
(703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, II 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minis~r. (703) 382-7777. 

Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ -
Route 3, Box 220, Max Meadows, 24360. Yz mileS. 
J-81 & 1-77 (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. 
(703) 637-4244: (703) 223-1787. 

-Wyoming-

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 555 N. 
Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, 
672-3097. 

CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all 
correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 
76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired 
month of publication. Ads must be cancelled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 

Wanted: Associatc!Youth minister with song leading 
capabilities for congregation of 500. Prefer 
experience, married, under 35/ Send resume to: 
Elders, East Wood St. Church of Christ. 800 East 
Wood St., Paris, TN 38242, (901) 642-2861. 

Wanted: A full -ti me preacher to serve a small 
congregation in central Texas. Would be good 
location for semiretired person or anyone seeking to 
locnte somewhere. Send resume to: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 544, Rosebud, TX 76570 or call Reuben 
Brown, (817) 583-4437. 

The church in Manitowoc, WS, a self-supporting 
group of 45 members, is in need of a minister. Please 
send resume, photo, and audio tape to Church of 
Christ, I 109 N. 17t1J St., Manitowoc, WS 54220 or 
call (414) 682-7481. 

Minister needed for sound, conservative congregation 
of 200 members. Contact Don Lemley, (304) 768-
4658 or Luther Wade, (304) 727-8175 or send resume 
to Washington Street Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
177, St. Albans, WV 25177. 

We are a small congregation of 20 adults and many 
children in Boone, Iowa. We are in need of a preacher 
who will work with us, not for us, to do t11e Lord' s 
work. We do have partial support. Please call Larry 
Maach (5 15) 275-4130 or Gary Lass (5 15) 275-2577. 

For Sale 
BASIC BIBLE: CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH by 

important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending $ 11 .50 to 
Theo-Mcd Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

RESTORATION REPRINTS, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. 

SHENANDOAH LECTURESHIP BOOKS: The 
Curre111 Digression-$8.00- postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, 
TX 78230-2504 or (210) 696-5532. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. (For reprint of 1990 RDnV: General 
Hennenewics, contact National Christian Press.) 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $ 14.95 ppd., 
Te rry Hightower , 11026 Wu rzbach Rd., San 
Antonio,TX 78230. Free samples: "Tile Home Train" 
newsletter. 

Miscellaneous 
STUDENT? MOVING TO ATLANTA? Welcome 
to Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

THE "BASIC BIBLE" EVANGELISTIC SYS
TEM. An easy, enjoyable, effective system for 
increasing evangelistic home Bible studies by ten
fold or more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
59 16 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Daniel B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of Preacher's Exchange BBS (919) 492-0960. To 38,400 
thousands of Scripture references, each summarized bps 24 hrs 7 days a week. (8,N,I ). Computer bulletin 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged board designed by a gospel preacher for gospel 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, preachers. All callers welcome. 

- Advertising Policy -
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements. 

We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a 
matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

The Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is 
$50 for a full page, $35 for half-page, $20 for anything under a half-page. This is in addition to 
the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have it, but please understand 
that In most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the layout 
will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank you I 
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EVER WONDER WHY ALBUMS OUT SELL BOOKS? 

THESE DOUBLE LENGTH CASSETIES ARE THREE REASONS WHY. SUNG AND DIRECTED BY 
DAVID SLATER. WINNER OF THE NATIONALLY TELEVISED STAR SEARCH PROGRAM HOSTED BY 
ED McMAHON, THIS RENOWNED SERIES CREATES BEAUTIFUL AND TRADITIONAL SONGS OF 
PRAISE. DAVID'S GRANDFATHER WROTE 'WALKING ALONE AT EVE'. DAVID IS A GRADUATE 
OF HARDING UNIVERSITY. 

'WALKING ALONE AT EVE" ~ "SIMPLY TRUSTING EVERYDAY" "SINCE JESUS IS 
• Walking Alone AI Eve • ~ • Simply Trusting Everyday MY FRIEND" 
• This Is My Father's World • God Of Our Fathers • Peace By Still 
• Wonderful Words Of Life • In The Land Of Fadeless Day JJ • Home 
• 1 Hear The Voice Of Jesus Soy • Jesus Is All The World To Me • Flee As A Bird 
• 0 Jesus. 1 Hove Promised • The Golden Rule • 0 Lord. Our Lord 
• Yes. For Me He Coreth • What Con Wash Away My Sin? • Father Of Mercy 
• Ivory Palaces • Toke Time To Be Holy • 0 Praise The lord 

• Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind • Brightly Beams Our Father's Blessin· • Let The Words Of My Mouth 

• 
• 

• Rescue The Perishing • Dear lord Forgive i' • Since Jesus Is My Friend 

• 1 Love The Lord • Be With Me Lord . . ,_ • Though Your Sins Be As Scarlet 
• There's Power In The Blood • lead Me To Calvary iii'~· .. ·· • I Need Thee Every Hour ..:~r 
• Sweeter Than All • In Emmanuel's Land 'l'l L :rw?ll. ' Come To The Feast ~'£ Vl 
• Poor. Wayfaring Stronger • Every Time I Feel The Spirit ,.- · ~ Kneel AI The Cross 
• How Sholl The Young Secure Their Hearts? • How Greot Thou Art '. Is Thy Heart Right With God 
• 0 Sacred Head • There Is A Habitation • What A Friend We Hove In Jesus 
• My Faith looks Up To Thee • Face To Face . • The Lord Is In His Holy Temple 
• When My Love For Christ Grows Weak • What Will Your Answer Be? • My Faith Looks Up To Thee 
• The Steadfast Love Of The lord • God Moves In A Mysterious Way • God Himself Is With Us 
• Burdens Are lifted AI Calvary • Wonderful Story Of love • Father Hear The Prayer We Offer 
• Jesus Is Calling uS • 'Tis Midnight And On Olive's Brow • Nearer My God To Thee 
• Moster The Tempest Is Raging u\.0 ~ • Toke The Nome Of Jesus With You • What Sholl II Profit A Man? 
• As The Deer ..: ~0 \0~ • 0 Do Not Let The Word Deport • Savior Teach Me Day By Day 

-r G\f"(. • In The Hour Of Trial • Beautiful Isle Of Somewhere 
t 

HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT IN MUSIC AND BEEN DISAPPOINTED? YOU WON'T 
BE WITH THIS TREASURED COLLECTION FEATURING DAVID SLATER WHO IS NOW APPEARING IN BRANSON, 
MISSOURI WITH MEL TILLIS. THESE ATIRACTIVELY PACKAGED CASSETIES ARE PRICED AT ONE FOR $8.95, 
TWO FOR $17.00 OR THREE FOR $24.00. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! Tki6 i6 a. ~ ~ 
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FOUNDATION 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 

1884 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 1994 
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Apostasy into Denominationalism: 
Ever Present Danger 

By Adron Doran 

The words apostasy and apostate define one 
of the low, if not the lowest, states of dete
rioration to which members of the human 

race can fall. The word apostasy is one of the stron
gest terms used to identify a person who is guilty of 
an abandonment involving breaking of moral and 
legal bonds or ties which is highly culpable. Web
ster s Dictionary of Synonyms says that the term 
apostasy comes into comparison with defection 
and desertion. However, apostasy implies a repu
diation of something one has formerly and volun
tarily professed. It connotes, therefore, a retreat 
from a position or stand one has taken. The term is 
used chiefly with reference to a repudiation of reli
gious beliefs. So an apostate becomes a person who 
is looked upon as a renegade, turncoat, or back
slider. 

The use which the Bible makes of apostasy may 
represent the course of an individual Chri stian, a 
congregation of saints, or the whole community of 
obedient believers. 

The apostle Paul sent greetings from the be
loved physician Luke along with those from De
mas to the church at Colosse (Col. 4:14). In 
his letter to Philemon, the apostle sent greetings 
to Marcus, Aristarchus, Lucas, and Demas, whom 

he called his fellow workers (Phil. 24). However, 
when Paul later wrote his second letter to Timothy, 
he indicated that "Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved the present world, and is departed into Thes
salonica" (2 Tim. 4:1 0). The indication is that when 
Demas forsook Paul, he departed from God, Christ, 
and the church. The apostle John wrote to his "little 
chi ldren" and warned them against the conse
quences of a love for this present world: 

L
ove not the world, nei ther the things 
that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him. For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain 
glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of 
the world. And the world passeth away, and 
the Just thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth forever (I John 1:15-17). 

We may safely conclude that Demas lived the 
rest of his life as an apostate in violation of "the 
wi ll of God." 

The apostle Paul, along with some of his most 
loyal and trusted associates spent considerable time 
in the city of Ephesus "disputing and persuading 
the things concerning the kingdom of God" (Acts 
19:8). Luke recorded that "many believed, and 
confessed and showed their deeds" (19:18). 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

On the Importance 
of Feeling Good 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

0 ne wit said that feeling " is a prostrat
ing disease caused by a determina
tion of the heart to be the head." It 

has also been described as "a viper, hissing 
and spitting poison at God." If the center of 
our life is to do only those things that titillate 
us, we are going to be in trouble most of the 
time. 

It is wondrous that the Jews, having been delivered from sla
very, should so soon tum to idolatry. Those who saw divine 
might on display in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and at Sinai quickly 
veered from purity to corruption. While Moses was receiving 
the law, the people were bowing down to a calf made of gold. 
They were given detailed, easy rules for personal conduct and 
worship. In a short while they were bowing down to the idol god 
of Peor, and defiling themselves. How could they do it? How 
could they turn from Sinai with the sound of the trumpet ringing 
in their ears, and memory of thunder, and lightening, and fire, 
and rending rocks, and heaving earth still fresh, and "eat the sac
rifices of the dead?" The chiefs of the people were hung "up 
unto Jehovah before the sun." The whole nation was in shock. 
Thousands died because of the sin of Baal-peor. 

While the nation was in shock and her leaders were in 
mourning, a terrible and astounding and baffling thing hap
pened. "And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and 
brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of 
Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, while they were weeping at the door of the tent of meet
ing." Phinehas drove a spear through the two bodies of the man 
of Israel and the Midianitish woman. The staggering thing is 
that this unnamed man and unknown woman could so soon re
vive the very deed from which the nation had just paid so dear a 
price. Why did they do it? The answer is it made them feel good. 
They were more interested in feeling good than in doing right. 

Simple, serene, straightforward worship of God as directed 
by the Bible is too tame for some folks, and they think boister
ous behavior is more fun. They bring in the Midianitish woman 
because it is exciting. One writer had the audacity to suggest 



that Christian worship ought to be "hubbub .. . raucous celebra
tion ... jubilation .. . applause and cheering." If you don't go 
along with turning the solemn worship of God into "sitting 
down to eat and drink and rising up to play," you are a-down-in
the-mouth stick-in-the-mud. The young folks, who like the sen
sual beat of hard rock and television circuses, will not take you 
seriously. The baby boomers will go where they can have fun 
and be rowdy. The church will dwindle down to a few diehards 
who assemble to praise God from hearts smitten into reverence 
and soberness by the awesome thought of God's amazing grace 
seen clearly in the cross of Christ: "See, from his head, his 
hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down . ... Love so 
amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all." 

People, we are told, want to feel good, and if you don't give 
'em what they want, they will leave. It's the old, worn-out, long
discredited idea that I want it, and I'm going to have it even if it 
harelips the governor. The overwhelming testimony of the Bible 
clearly establishes that mechanical instruments of music in wor
ship are unauthorized and, therefore, "an ensign of Baal." Some 
answer, "I want it, and I'm going to have it. It pleases me, and, 
therefore, I'm going to do it." 

Cain thought so, too. 

L 
ately we have been treated to another dose of the "feel
ing-good- is- the-summum-bonum -of-human -existence 
philosophy." It goes like this: "God loves me and saves 

me, and in Christ there is no condemnation." 
Makes you feel good, doesn't it? 
The writer then goes on to say: 

Here is the way teachers who are not led by the Spirit of God 
teach forgiveness and security: "Well you need to realize that 
it is possible to fall from grace. So there won't be any con
demnation for those who remain faithful, and continue to 
grow in spiritual things, stay away from the old sins you used 
to commit, and show the fruit of continual transformation 
(Wineskins, "Too Good to Be True," by Rubel Shelly, Vol. 2, 
No.2, p. 5). 

Paul taught it is possible to fall from grace (Gal. 5: 1). 
Paul taught we must be faithful and discipline ourselves 

(1 Cor. 9:27). 
Paul taught to stay away from the old sins you used to com

mit(l Cor. 6:9-11). 
Paul taught us to show the fruit of continual transformation 

(Gal. 5:22-26). 
Therefore, according to Rubel Shelly, Paul was not led by the 

Spirit of God. 
Brother Shelly castigates those who insist that we stop sin

ning. He wrote, "But the notion that it helps people to avoid sin 
by fill ing them with guilt, terror, and neurotic insecurity is an 
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overrated theory of holiness." Too bad for Paul, he 
reasoned of "righteousness, and self-control, and 
the judgment to come." And guess what, "Felix 
was terrified." 

Peter rebuked the sins_ of a sorcerer, saying: 
"Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray 
the Lord, if perhaps the thought of thy heart shall 
be forgiven thee. For I see that thou art in the gall 
of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity." Poor old 
Simon felt shame, guilt, and neurotic fear and said, 
"Pray ye for me to the Lord, that none of the things 
which ye have spoken come upon me." 

Peter and Paul were guilty of "an overrated 
theory of holiness." They thought the way to en
courage holiness was to rebuke sin and demand re
pentance. 

There is, of course, nothing wrong with feeling 
good. However, there is a great deal wrong with 
making feeling good the primary and sole purpose 
of life. It is a matter of priority and aim. There is a 
difference in saying, "This makes me feel good, so 
it must be proper and right," and in saying, ''This is 
proper and right, so doing it makes me feel good." 

When a sinner obeys the commands of God to 
believe, repent, confess, and be baptized for the re
mission of sins, he is forgiven and ought to feel 
good. He has done the right thing and his feelings 
will approve him. The 3,000 saved at Pentecost 
"took their food with gladness" (Acts 2:46). Prior 
to their obedience they were "pricked in their 
heart" (Acts 2:37). The Samaritans believed and 
were baptized, "and there was much joy in that 
city" (Acts 8:8). The eunuch, after his baptism, 
"went on his way rejoicing" (Acts 8:39). The 
downcast, fasting, grieving Saul of Tarsus was told 
what to do to be saved. He did it and "took food 
and was strengthened" (Acts 9: 19). The Philippian 
jailer, after his obedience, "rejoiced greatly, with 
all his house, having believed in God" (Acts 
16:34). 

The order is obedience and then feeling good. It 
is not what makes me feel good must be okay. 
Right doing brings happiness. Doing right is its 
own reward. When we do right, we rejoice. Con
versely, when we refuse to do right, we have no ba
sis for true joy and lasting peace. 

• The World Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) ................................................ $3.00 

4 

• Beautiful Star (13-lesson study of the book of Esther) ............................................. $2.25 
• Lord's Day Evening Sennons (printed in 1944) .......................................................... $2.00 
• Take a Little Honey with You and Other Sennons (kindness in living) •............•• $2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) ....................................... $2.00 
• 5 Minutes with the Master (50 5-minute sennons) ................................................... $2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It ....................................................... $2.00 
• Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 1 (study of 13 Bible words) .................................... $2.50 
• Great Words of the Bible, VoL 2 (study of 13 more Bible words) .......................... $2.50 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson study) .................................................................. $1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson study) ............................................... $2.00 
• Editorially Speaking (collection of 50 short articles) ................................................. $2.50 

-Some of brother Smith's books have aged, but the message they contain will never grow old.

OrdeT a complete set of books foT yourself and a fTiend for the special pTice of 
· $13.95 peT set plus shipping. 

Books sold inditlidually for the price listed plus shipping. 

- Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 -

February 1994 
Firm Foundation 



"Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatso
ever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things. The things which 
ye both learned and received and heard and saw in 
me, these things do: and the God of peace shall be 
with you" (Phil. 4:8-9). 

Please note the emphasis on doing these things. 
When we are in rebellion to God, we should feel 
guilt and shame and terror. Obey God and faith
fully keep his word and "the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts 
and your thoughts in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:7). 

Do right and then peace - and not the other 
way around. 11815 Doubletree 

Houston, TX 77070 
Fp 

For All to Know 
By Mac Deaver 

I n this day of continuing apostasy, as we strive 
to oppose the wrong, we must be sure of our 
target. We need to be clearheaded as to what we 

are and are not opposing. 
Among the many false doctrines being promul

gated by some members of the church in our day 
is one whereby some persons are claiming to have 
guidance from the Holy Spirit other than that which 
he has provided to us and for us in the Bible. 

Over the years brethren have clearly understood 
that in some way the Holy Spirit indwells the child 
of God. Basically, two views have been taken: (1) 
the Holy Spirit indwells the Christian only as rep
resented through the Word; and (2) the Holy Spirit 
indwells the Christian personally in conjunction 
with the Word. The espousers of both views have, 
throughout the years, maintained that informa
tional guidance (direction) has always been sup
plied through the Word of God (and only through 
the Word of God). And, these two groups have al
ways remained in spiritual fellowship with each 
other. 

Today, some among us are making a claim with 
regard to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit which is 
very different from the two views just mentioned. 
Some claim that they are, in fact, receiving guid
ance from the Holy Spirit other than that guidance 
which he has provided in the Bible. 

We are opposed to this view. While we can fel
lowship those who say: (1) that the Holy Spirit ind
wells the Christian only as represented by the 

Word, and those who say (2) that the Holy Spirit 
indwells the Christian personally in conjunction 
with the Word, we cannot fellowship those who say 
(3) that by means of the Spirit's indwelling men 
can and do receive direction/guidance that is other 
than (or in addition to) the direction the Spirit has 
given us in the Bible. 

The Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit in some 
way indwells the Christian, but it also teaches that 
he guides/directs the Christian through the Word 
(Cf. Eph. 2:22; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). Here we stand
and in opposition to any and all who deny this 
view. 

In a recent meeting of brethren ( 1) who love and 
respect each other, and (2) (above all) who love the 
truth of God more than life itself, and (3) who hold 
differing views with regard to positions 1 and 2 
mentioned above, and (4) who are seriously con
cerned about doing what they can to prevent rup
ture in fellowship- it was stressed forcefully (af
ter many hours of careful, prayerful study) that as 
long as we agree that the Holy Spirit convicts, 
leads, directs, and edifies only through the Word of 
God, whatever other differences there may be on 
the subject ought not to have the least effect on the 
question of our fellowship. 

To this end we fervently pray God's blessings to 
be upon that gathering and upon all who may read 
this statement. 13th and Bowie Sts. 

Wellington, TX 79095 
Fp 
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Apostasy into Denominationalism: Ever Present Danger 
(continued from page 1) 

L ater, Paul spent some time in Troas, and on 
his way to Jerusalem he called the elders of 
the church at Ephesus to meet him at Miletus 

(20: 16-17). The apostle reviewed with the Eph
esian elders how that with tears, for three years, he 
had not shunned to declare unto them the counsel 
of God. He had called the meeting to warn them to 
watch and take heed unto themselves and the 
church of God, for "After my departing shall griev
ous wolves enter in among you not sparing the 
flock, also of your own selves shall men arise 
speaking perverse things to draw away disciples af
ter them" (20:29-30). Paul left the elders with the 
solemn benediction, "And now brethren I com
mend you to God, and to the word of His grace, 
which is able to build you up, and give you an in
heritance among them that are sanctified" (20:32). 

About four years later (59-61), while a prisoner 
in Rome, the apostle Paul wrote an epistle to "the 
saints which are in Ephesus and the faithful in 
Christ Jesus" (Eph. 1:1). There are strong indica
tions in the letter that the church had accepted the 
Milesian charge. At least no specific errors had 
sprung up in the church which he sought to point 
out and refute. However, Paul did admonish the 
"faithful" to "walk in love as Christ also hath loved 
us" and to "walk acceptable unto the Lord" (Eph. 
5:2, 8, 10). The apostle closed the Ephesian letter 
by advising them to "take unto you the whole ar
mor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all to stand, stand there
fore" (6: 13-14). 

Near the close of the first century, the apostle 
John received the "Revelation of Jesus Christ" 
which is recorded as the last book of the New Tes
tament. John was told by "Alpha and Omega" to 
write what he saw in a book "and send it to the 
seven churches in Asia" of which seven the church 
in Ephesus is the first named (Rev. 1:11). John in
dicated that some of the things suggested to the el
ders by Paul had been heeded. 

6 

The church had performed work and labor and 
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had demonstrated patience. They had "tried them 
which say they are apostles and are not and hast 
found them liars." While on the other hand, the 
apostle John accused the church of having "fallen" 
by leaving its first love which Christ had held 
against it. The apostle called upon the church to 
recognize its fallen state of apostasy, to repent and 
do the first works or Christ would "remove thy 
candlestick out of its place" (Rev. 2: 1-5). 

The history of the church in Ephesus is a classic 
example of a congregation of the Lord's people 
leaving an acceptable relationship with God and 
finding itself in a state of apostasy. We have no au
thentic record of the final condition of the Ephesian 
church following John's description, but traditional 
legend proposes that John was released from the 
isle of Patmos and went to live in Ephesus to look 
after Mary, the mother of Jesus, where he died and 
was buried in A.D. 98. 

The Bible clearly and concisely describes the 
process of apostasy and characterizes the 
condition of an apostate. The writer of the 

Hebrew epistle warned the brethren that they 
should "take heed lest there should be in any of 
you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the 
living God" (Heb. 3:12). When the brethren fail to 
"earnestly contend for the faith once delivered unto 
the saints" (Jude 3), it is then that they begin to de
velop hearts of unbelief and begin the gradual but 
sure process of apostasy in departing from God. 

The apostle Peter admonished his beloved 
brethren to "beware lest ye also being led away 
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
steadfastness" (2 Pet. 3: 17). Peter knew full well 
that one is wicked who will teach and practice error 
and that those who are led away by error are no 
longer considered as steadfast in the truth. The 
apostle goes further in his discussion of departing 
from God by observing that "there were false 
prophets also among the people" and that the breth
ren should be mindful of the false teachers among 
them "who privily shall bring in damnable 



heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them 
and bring upon themselves swift destruction" 
(2 Pet. 2: 1). Peter goes on to write that these false 
teachers and those who follow them "have for
saken the right way and are gone astray, following 
the way of Balaam ... who loved the wages of un
righteousness" (2: 15). 

The apostle concludes this chapter by point
ing out that these who "have forsaken the 
right way are the servants of corruption" and 

that their condition is worse than it would have 
been had they never known the holy command
ment delivered unto them. Peter pictures those 
"who have escaped the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ (and) are again entangled therein and 
overcome" are then in the obnoxious state of apos
tasy. They are represented as "the dog returned to 
his vomit again and the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire" (2:20-22). 

Moving away from the church and identifying 
with religious cults, sects, and denominations is an 
ever present danger. The word translated church in 
the Bible is used 110 times by the writers of the 
New Testament. 

The word church is used 18 times in referring to 
all of the redeemed throughout the universe as in 
Acts 2:47, "And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved." The church is repre
sented as the body of Christ of which every bap
tized believer is a member. The apostle Paul wrote 
to "the church of God, which is at Corinth, to them 
that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, with all that in every place call upon the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord" ( 1 Cor. 1 :2). He fol
lowed his personal salutation to the church by writ
ing: "For as the body is one, and hath many mem
bers, and all of the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one body (12:12-13). 
We should observe that Paul did not say that we are 
at liberty to be baptized into any religious body 
which we may choose. Furthermore, if we are bap
tized into the body of Christ and then join some 
other religious group, we are living in apostasy. 
The apostle stressed that the body of Christ and the 
church of Christ are one and the same thing. He 

wrote that God gave Christ "to be head over all 
things to the church which is His body, the fullness 
of Him that filleth all in all" (Eph. 1 :22-23). 

A religious denomination does not fit the defini
tion which the Bible gives to the church. Every de
nomination is considered to be larger than a local 
congregation and smaller than all of the redeemed 
in Jesus Christ. Scriptural baptism does not put an 
individual into a denomination but becoming a 
member of a denomination means that one has 
done more or less than the Bible requires for the re
mission of sins. On the other hand, one who has 
been added to the church by God upon the basis of 
his obedience to the gospel of Christ may of his 
own volition join a denomination but he has de
parted from the faith. Furthermore, a local congre
gation of the body of Christ may forsake the New 
Testament as a rule of faith and practice and re
solve itself into a denomination with little or no 
similarity to its former state in Christ. 

The apostle Paul was deeply concerned over 
the prospects that the church at Corinth 
would apostatize even though he had es

poused it to Christ as a chaste virgin. He based his 
fear of apostasy upon the fact that as the serpent 
beguiled Eve in the Garden of Eden through his 
subtlety, that Satan would corrupt the minds of the 
members of the Corinthian church and turn them 
from the simplicity that is in Christ (2 Cor. 11: 1-4 ). 

The apostle points out, by way of reminder, that 
there were "false apostles, deceitful workers, trans
forming tl!emselves into the apostles of Christ, and 
no marvel for Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light. Therefore, it is no great thing if his 
ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness, whose deeds shall be according to 
their works" (11:13-15). 

In spite of all of the warnings contained in the 
letters of the apostles regarding the trends toward 
apostasy, the church as a whole had transformed it
self into a denomination called the Holy Roman 
Catholic Church, during the period between the 
meeting of the Nicean Council in 325 and the 
meeting of the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215. By 
this time, the papacy had become full-grown and 
Pope Leo X had reached the zenith of his civil and 
ecclesiastical power as the "Vicar of Christ." The 
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obnoxious teaching and corrupt practices of the 
apostate denomination had become so burdensome 
and repulsive to some of the underlings of the 
Catholic hierarchy that the great Protestant Refor
mation Movement was precipitated in Europe. 

Martin Luther of Germany, born in 1483, be
came the most dominant figure among 
those who raised their voices in protest. Ul

rich Zwingli, born in 1484, along with John Calvin, 
born in 1509, led the protests in Switzerland. John 
Knox and others organized the movement in 
France and Scotland. Henry VIII inherited the Brit
ish crown from his father at the age of 18 years. 
Though he had been referred to by the Pope of 
Rome, "as a defender of the faith," he engineered a 
revolt against Catholicism in England. 

The European reformers were more successful 
in fashioning denominationalism and sectarianism 
than they were in changing the administrative orga
nization pattern, the dogma, and the worship of the 
apostate church at Rome. The reformers were seg
mented into Lutherans under the Augsburg Confes
sion of Faith, into Presbyterians under the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, into Episcopa
lians under the 39 articles of the English 
Prayerbook, into Baptists under the Philadelphia 
Confession of Faith, and into Methodists under 27 
articles of the Methodist Discipline, which they 
took from the English Prayerbook. 

By the late 1700s there was strong evidence that 
the Reformation Movement had failed to accom
plish its purpose, so some of the leaders of 
the Church of Scotland turned their attention to 
abandoning denominationalism and restoring New 
Testament Christianity. The early seed of restora
tion was sown in Scotland by John Glas, his son
in-law, Robert Sandeman, and the Haldane broth
ers. During the early part of the 1800s, the leaven 
of the movement began to manifest itself among 
the mainline sects in America, under the leader
ship of Barton Warren Stone, Thomas Campbell, 
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Alexander Campbell, Walter Scott, and their asso
ciates. These noble and courageous men devoted 
their lives to the following: 

1. Abandoning all human creeds. 
2. Accepting the Bible as the only rule of faith 

and practice. 
3. Returning to the New Testament pattern by 

which the church should be organized. 
4. Agreeing to meet, as the body of Christ, on 

the first day of the week to worship God in spirit 
and truth. 

5. Submitting themselves in obedience to the 
terms of the gospel of Christ for the remission of 
sins. 

6. Applying the name Christian to individual 
obedient believers and the name Church of Christ 
to the corporate body. 

7. Striving for unity among all of those who es
pouse New Testament Christianity. 

During the early days of the Restoration Move
ment in America, there were very few contacts be
tween the followers of B.W. Stone and Alexander 
Campbell. Campbell and Stone did not meet until 
1824 when Campbell visited Stone in Georgetown, 
Ky. However, as they learned more of one another, 
the groups began to see that Stone and Campbell 
believed and practiced the same things. Informal 
meetings between the Stone forces and the Camp
bell people finally resulted in a more formal meet
ing in the Hill Street meetinghouse, Lexington, 
Ky., on Jan. I, 1832, where they agreed to unite 
forces upon the Word of God. 

T his high level of unity within the movement 
obtained with very little defection. How
ever, when the American Christian Mission

ary Society was organized in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
1849, with Alexander Campbell as president, and a 
melodeon was introduced into the worship of the 
church in Midway, Ky., in 1860, where L.L. 
Pinkerton was the minister, the movement was split 
right down the middle. Moses Easterly Lard had 
warned the brotherhood that the introduction of the 
organ was the first step toward apostasy. Lard 
proved to be a true prophet because the Society 
and the organ were the innovations which devel
oped a cleavage between the proponents and the 
opponents within the Restoration Movement. The 



opponents of apostasy retained the name, Church 
of Christ, and were so listed in 1906 by the Federal 
Bureau of the Census as being a separate body from 
the Christian Church which became the proponent 
of the organ and other innovations. 

0 ther controversies arose over issues such 
as ecumenicalism, destructive criticism, 
open membership, a new theology, theis

tic evolution, foreign missions, and the errancy of 
the Word of God. These controversies divided the 
Christian Church into two denominations. The con
servative element broke away from the liberal ele
ment in 1927 and formed the Independent Christian 
Church and organized the North American Conven
tion. The liberal element, as McAllister and Tucker 
wrote in Journey in Faith, "won a decisive victory 
over the conservatives at the College of the Bible" 
in 1917 in the Hall Laurie Calhoun case. After a 
long period of study, the liberal persuasion of the 
Christian Church adopted a "provisional design" in 
1968 which recognized them as the Disciples of 
Christ. The Disciples of Christ have become a full
fledged denomination which has under consider
ation forming an "ecumenical partnership" with the 
United Churches of Christ. 

During the first century, the aposll~s pointed out 
the dangers of apostasy and the formation of de
nominations. The church at Corinth was divided 
among the followers of Paul, Apollos, and Cephas. 
History records denominationalism during the later 
centuries. There is evidence that the process is still 
at work according to human personalities and per
suasions. 

Following the time that the Christian Church 
had left the "old paths," the Belmont Church of 
Christ was organized in Nashville, Tenn., according 
to the New Testament order. Hall Laurie Calhoun 
preached at Belmont after he had renounced the in
novations of the Christian Church in 1926 to 1931. 
The Belmont church is a prime example of a local 
congregation going the way of apostasy and form
ing itself into a denomination. The elders of the 
church resigned their offices and then ordained the 
preacher as an apostle. The congregation is pres
ently affiliated with "the Conference of Spiritual 
Renewal." 

A "Conference on Prayer and Renewal" was 

held on Nov. 3-6, 1993, in which Jim Bevis was 
announced as a participant along with a Baptist 
pastor, a Lutheran pastor, and the senior pastor of 
River of Life Ministries. Bevis is identified as "a 
minister who has served churches in Texas, Geor
gia, and Nashville, Tenn., where he served as Ex
ecutive Pastor for Belmont Church, a renewal 
church of 3,000." 

The brethren today must be on their guard lest 
the "Wineskins boys" and the "Jubilee gang" per
vert the efforts to restore New Testament Christian
ity and lead the churches of Christ into apostasy 
and denominationalism. 111 Woodland Ave. 

Lexington, KY 40502 

(Editor's note: Brother Adron Doran is a distin
guished member of the church and a celebrated 
student of Restoration history. He has served as 
Speaker of the House of Representatives in Ken
tucky, as President of Moorehouse University, and 
a recipient of the coveted Horatio Alger award, he 
is a member of the board at Freed-Hardeman Uni
versity, but regards his highest honor as being a 
faithful gospel preacher. We love Adron and his 
dear wife, Mignon, and salute them for their years 
of faithful service. What he has written needs to be 
studied and preserved- Dobbs.) I): 
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Studies in the Restoration - 4 
By L. L. Brigance 

0 ne departure leads to another. During the 
years 1901-1905, when the writer was a 
student in Georgie Robertson Christian 

College, strife, dissension, discussion, and division 
over innovations in the churches of West Tennessee 
were at white heat. The school was right in the 
midst of the fight; in fact, it was divided itself. 
Both sides of these controverted questions were 
represented in the student body and faculty. Dis
cussion and argument went on continually. Brother 
Freed, who was president of the school and op
posed to innovations, used to repeat with emphasis 
the statement: "When you open the gate and let one 
innovation in, there is no way then to keep any 
other one out. When once the authority of God's 
word is abandoned, there is no place to stop." 

The truth of this statement has been verified 
time and again. When one thing unauthorized in 
the Scriptures is admitted into the church, it usually 
is not long until something else is wanted, and 
there is no authority to which appeal can be made. 
The authority of the Scriptures has been given up 
in the first case, and consequently, it cannot be in
voked in the second. The conscience of the church 
has been weakened, and gradually it comes to look 
with indifference upon departures from the divine 
standard. 

Vice is a monster of so frightful mien 
That to be hated needs but to be seen; 
But seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace. 

Perhaps the first departure of much conse
quence was the introduction of the "settled pastor," 
but there soon followed many others of graver con
cern- societies, instrumental music, the recogni
tion of denominationalism, agitation for church 
federation, delegate convention, higher criticism, 
open membership, and finally straight-out infidel
ity. Of course all of the digressive groups did 
not endorse all of these things, but all of them 

10 ~~!:~und~J:~ 

endorsed some of them and some of them endorsed 
all of them. 

Recognition of denominationalism. One of the 
first evidences of "liberalism" is a disposition to 
fraternize with sectarians. To cooperate with them 
in their religious activities, to call on them to "lead 
in prayer," to exchange pulpits with their preach
ers, to join their ministerial associations, etc., is ei
ther to recognize them as Christians or to deceive 
them. If the Bible contains the will of God to man, 
and if there is laid down in it the "law of pardon," 
the "conditions of salvation," it follows, then, that 
only those who have complied with them are 
Christians. Is baptism a condition of salvation? Is 
immersion the only scriptural baptism? If so, none 
who have not been immersed are Christian. To rec
ognize them as such is to deceive them and to take 
liberties with the Word of God that neither man nor 
angel has a right to do (Gal. 1:8-9). Certainly they 
are good people - intelligent, educated, refined, 
courteous, friendly, neighborly - we love them -
but they just have not done what God requires 
people to do in order to become Christians. If God 
regards them as his children, so must we; if he does 
not, we must not. To do so is to ignore God's law of 
pardon and to substitute our own. 

Our digressive brethren for many years have 
fraternized with sectarians, recognized them as 
brethren in Christ, cooperated with them, and by so 
doing have demonstrated their inconsistency and 
lack of respect for God's word. 

Open membership. The logical climax of the 
recognition of sectarians is open membership, 
which means the admission of the "pious unim
mersed" into the fellowship of the church. If they 
are recognized as Christians, there is no reason 
why they should not be admitted to membership 
in the church. Those "Christian Churches" which 
have "opened the doors of the church" and al
lowed all those to enter whom they recognize as 



Christians are both logical and consistent. 
This question of open membership began to be 

discussed about 1885, when "W.T. Moore, sup
ported by the Foreign Christian Missionary Society, 
took the pastorate of a London (England) church 
which included both immersed and unimmersed in 
its membership." They were not disturbed. 

R.C. Cave, who was pastor of a Christian 
Church in Nashville, Tenn., for many years, is 
given credit for leading the way in the practice of 
open membership. "Following a sermon (important 
enough to be reported in the St. Louis Republic, 
December 8, 1889), in which he denied that there 
were rigid and divinely-given 'conditions of salva
tion,' persons who professed themselves to be fol
lowers of Christ were invited into membership of 
Central Church on their own terms" (DeGroot). 
The same author just quoted says that in 1929 there 
were only nineteen churches practicing open mem
bership "openly and avowedly," but he says he has 
learned since that "many of them, probably some 
hundreds," employ the practice secretly. A series of 
articles written by CarlS. Ledbetter and published 
in recent issues of the Christian Standard reveal 
the fact that he discovered somewhere from one 
hundred twenty to one hundred forty churches that 
admitted they were practicing open membership at 
the present time. The greatest increase in the num
ber of such churches has been during the past ten or 
fifteen years. It is fair to say that, with the excep
tion of defending W.T. Moore as "pastor" of the 
London (England) church, the Christian Standard 
has inconsistently opposed open membership. We 
say inconsistently because we are certain it has rec
ognized the "pious unimmersed" all along as 
Christians and yet opposes admitting them into the 
fellowship of the church. The denominations make 
a difference between Christian fellowship and 
church fellowship. So do the Disciples. But not so 
the New Testament. 

Other results of liberalism. There are many 
other instances of departures from New Testament 
teaching and from the fundamental principles of 
the Restoration Movement among the "digres
sives" that cannot be discussed at present. There 
were efforts made to put over the delegate conven
tion, which, no doubt, would soon have gotten 

control over the "Christian Churches" as the "Con
ference" has over the Methodist Churches. While 
this effort has so far failed, yet it was clearly dem
onstrated that there was a large element in the 
church in favor of it. Then there came the church 
"federation" movement. Of the three leading jour
nals among the "Disciples" - the Christian Stan
dard, the Christian-Evangelist, and the Christian 
Century - the last two urged the joining of the 
movement, while the Standard opposed it. To have 
done so would have been to recognize sectarians as 
Christians the same as themselves. Perhaps a ma
jority of the members were in favor of it, which 
shows how far "liberalism" had carried them away 
from Bible teaching and Restoration principles. 
Many of their preacherB and "laymen" have gone 
on to higher criticism, modernism, and infidelity. 
They deny the inspiration of the Scriptures, and, 
therefore, their authority; they reject the miracu
lous element in religion and try to explain the 
miracles of the Bible on natural or mythological 
grounds; they do not believe in the "immaculate 
conception," the "virgin birth," the miracles and 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ - in fact, they 
have given up the very fundamentals of Christian
ity, and why they make any further pretense of 
hanging on to it is hard to understand. To be honest 
and consistent they should repudiate the whole 
thing and have nothing more to do with it. This is 
the end to which "liberalism" has led them. 

L. L. Brigance, deceased 
Fp 

t(Je~~ptt%jeul~~~/ 

~~"WN~Jl4t~ 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

BIBLE TEACHERS: 
GARY FALLIS, JOHNNY RAMSEY, 

DON SIMPSON, DAVE MILLER 

DIRECTOR: DAVE MILLER 

(Write or call for full information) 

P .0. BOX 210667 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095 

PHONE: (817) 282-6526 
(817) 282·3911 

February 1994 11 
Firm Foundation 



All You Need Is Love 
By David W. Hester 

Twenty-five years ago a song was released 
which summed up the feelings (or so it 
seemed) of an entire generation of youth. 

With much fanfare, the Beatles aired the recording 
live, via satellite, worldwide. The song's title was, 
"All You Need Is Love." Immediately, people be
gan to use the slogan to justify all manner of be
havior. Although the cry was for "love," the reality 
was quite different. 

Those who chose to participate in the rebellious 
actions of that era were characterized by some spe
cific attitudes: First, they demonstrated the attitude 
of rebellion against authority. Second, they pos
sessed the attitude of rebellion against rules. Third, 
they had the attitude of selfishness. Finally, they 
displayed the attitude of disdain for any objective 
standard. 
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All of these attitudes were cloaked in the slo
gan, "All You Need Is Love!" When the time came 
for some to face authority and questions concern
ing their behavior, though, "love" was transformed 
into hate. 

Today, we in the body of Christ face much of 
the same way of thinking. From this same genera
tion come those who appear to be sweet and loving 
on the surface, but who, in fact, are pressing for 
radical agendas. Their slogan could be: "All You 
Need Is Love!" 

From these individuals we hear speeches 
against the authority of Scripture. To them, our 
"traditional" way of looking at the Bible is bad. 
Never mind that Paul wrote "not to go beyond the 
things which are written." We also perceive a bias 
against the authority of elders. The Bible still says 
that elders are to be "overseers" (Acts 20:28). 

F rom these men we detect a different mindset 
about worship. According to them, we must 
cater to the people's wants; if that includes 

changing our "traditions," so be it. If we don't 
change, they say, our people will leave. The Word 
of God, friends, continues to set the standard for 
worship. Jesus said we must worship "in spirit and 
in truth" (John 4:24). Selfishness is not the norm! 

We derive a peculiar attitude concerning the 
truth. Some say the Bible is not a "case law book" 
by which we may pattern the church. However, 
Jesus still says, "Sanctify them in the truth: thy 
word is truth" (John 17: 17). 

In spite of all these troubling ideas, the Lord's 
church must still be a positive force for good in the 
world. In fact, the phrase, All You Need Is Love, is 
good if used in the right way. The Bible is replete 
with passages concerning the type of love God's 
children must possess. 

First, we must love God supremely. Jesus said, 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength" (Mark 12:30). This is an 



all-encompassing statement! It demands much 
more than most are willing to give. It demands that 
we bow our will to his will. 

Second, we must love our fellow man. Jesus 
continued, "The second is this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself" (Mark 12:31). This also de
mands much from God's people, because it implies 
we care for them. Hear the words of the apostle, 
"As we have opportunity, let us work that which is 
good toward all men, and especially toward them 
that are of the household of the faith" (Gal. 6: 1 0). 
This takes true Christian love! 

Third, we must love Christ and his church. 
Though some would say that we can separate 
Christ and the church, the truth is, one cannot love 
Christ without also loving his church! Jesus prom
ised to build his church (Matt 16: 18), and he is its 
head (Eph. 1 :22-23). Consequently, Peter exhorts 
us to "love the brotherhood" (1 Pet. 2: 17). When 
we love the church, we will of necessity love 
Christ, and when we love Christ, we must always 
love the church! 

Fourth, we must love the Truth. This love is 
demonstrated in keeping the commandments. "If 
ye love me, ye will keep my commandments (John 
14:15). It is also demonstrated in not tampering 
with the Word. "If any man speaketh, speaking as it 
were oracles of God." "Whatsoever ye do, in word 
or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him" (Col. 
3: 17). "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not 
in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that 
abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Fa
ther and the Son" (2 John 9). Truly, if we love the 
Word, we will "tum not from it to the right hand or 
to the left" (Josh. 1 :7). 

T his love is not easy! It means giving up our 
cherished notions of how we think things 
ought to be done. It implies loving the breth

ren when they are unlovable (isn't that what Jesus 
did for us?) and caring for their needs. It demands 
taking stands for truth with the right spirit (Eph. 
4: 15), even when those stands may be unpopular. 
In short, it requires unselfishness! Possibly this 
may be the hardest thing for some to do. However, 
Jesus never promised the way to heaven would be 
eas.y; he did say his burden is light (Matt 11:30). 

As a member of "Generation X" (the generation 
after the baby boomers), I am frequently amused 
by the selfishness often demonstrated by some of 
those who were of the generation before me. How
ever, I am not amused by the trouble often brought 
to the church of our Lord by those who claim we 
need to cater to a certain group of people! Breth
ren, the gospel is for all men, of all ages, for all 
time! (Rom. 1: 16). 

W hen we get about the business of saving 
lost souls, restoring the erring, and help
ing those in need, we won't have any time 

for our selfish wants; we will "be about my 
Father's business!"( Luke 2:49). May God help us 
all to submit ourselves to God and his Word, and to 
demonstrate the right love toward all men. 
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A Dialogue - 5 

Royce Money, President of Abilene Christian University 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Editor of the Firm Foundation 

(Brother Moneyl' portion of this dialectic was printed in a pamphlet entitled "Upon This Rock." The 
paper was mailed to thousands of members of the church all across the nation at the behest of the ACU 
board of trustees. The printed version of the paper was from a speech delivered by brother Money during 
the 1993 ACU lectureship program. In his speech the president made disparaging remarks about the Firm 
Foundation. We thought it proper to use this arrangement to respond to brother Moneyl' harsh attack on 
the Firm Foundation.) 

Money: We must make some decisions about 
the role of Christian colleges. Dr. Bailey McBride, 
of Oklahoma Christian University of Science and 
Arts, researched various church members' views 
on the function or role of our Christian colleges in 
our brotherhood. Here's a sample of the variety of 
viewpoints he found: 

• They are a stepbrother of the church that we 
must tolerate; 

• A child of the church that needs to be watched 
and disciplined; 

• Christian colleges are bright children, but they 
have become "too big for their britches" and have 
too much influence in the church and operate from 
a different agenda than the church; 

• Christian colleges are like a nurturing mother; 
• They are a great boarding school for unman

ageable children; 
• The primary work of Christian colleges is to 

train preachers and teachers for our churches; 
• Their chief function is to provide a quality 

Christian education for church families; 
• Christian colleges are quality academic insti

tutions that have some ties with the church; 
• It is a place where a total Christian world view 

is presented; 
• It is a place where you can get as good a pri

vate education as anywhere and a lot better than in 
public institutions; 

• Christian colleges function as the mind and 
conscience of the church; 

• The primary purpose for their existence is to 
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indoctrinate students with Church of Christ doc
trine; 

• The primary purpose is to teach students how 
to responsibly handle interpretation of the Scrip
tures, not mere indoctrination; 

• They are like a bubble - protecting students 
from the moral chaos around us; 

• They are a marriage service. 
You can see that there are a variety of opinions 

out there about what we are supposed to be doing. 
Is it any wonder that we stay in hot water with 
somebody all the time? 

Are Christian universities a thermostat - an in
strument to change the environment? Or a ther
mometer - an instrument to measure the environ
ment? 

Dobbs: The Christian college is not a work of 
the church. Jesus promised to build a church (Matt. 
16:18). He did not promise to build a college. The 
church, in the beginning of the gospel, grew and 
prospered. During that time there were no Chris
tian colleges. The college is not necessary to the 
well-being of the church. The church is a divine in
stitution. The ·college is not. 

The college exists to serve the interest of the 
home. Mothers and fathers have a duty to train 
their children in both religious and secular things. 
The college is an adjunct to the home and is autho
rized by the home. It is, therefore, the responsibility 
of the home to fund the college. The church has no 
authority to provide secular education and should 
not contribute money to the work of the college. 



Some are under the delusion the college makes 
the church strong. That is wrong. It is the other way 
around. Where the church is strong, the college is 
strong. Where the church is weak, the college is 
weak. The reason for this is obvious. A strong 
church means many Christian families, and since 
the family endows the college, the school reaps the 
benefit of a strong church. 

Brother Money's problem is that he sees the col
lege as the savior of the church, which it is not. 
Neither is the school the savior of the home. Both 
the church and the home can get along without the 
school. The school cannot exist without the home. 

The college has an important function in pro
viding secular training in a religious circumstance. 
We applaud the college when it does the work the 
home assigns it. When it gets out of its bailiwick, it 
is dangerous. Historically, the schools have led 
apostasy because they get out of their particular 
area of activity, authority, and interest. 

By the way, the function of the college is not de
termined by a survey of people, but by the teaching 
of the Bible. Of course, you know this. 
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Money: Let me offer a couple of observations 
about what I think our colleges ought to be. 

We are not the church, but our primary reason 
for existence is to serve the church and its families 
by equipping Christian men and women for service 
and leadership as God gives us the gifts, all to his 
glory. 

Don Morris, our legendary president, used to 
say that the Christian college is an extension of the 
Christian home. That's an idea worth pondering. 

Dobbs: Brother Morris was right! That is not 
only an idea worth pondering, it is an undeniable 
truth based on a proper understanding of the Bible. 
ACU's legendary president would not agree that 
the college serves both the church and the home -
he understood that the college serves the home -
period! 

Money: I hope and pray that we can instill in 
our students a great appreciation for our religious 
heritage, but more importantly, a deep appreciation 
and respect for the authority and inspiration of the 
Scriptures as well as the ability to separate eternal 
tmth from cultural values or traditionalism. 

I hope and pray that we can teach them to search 
continually for the truth of God's Word and learn 
how to handle it correctly. I trust that we can teach 
by precept and example that Jesus must be Lord 
and the church belongs to Him. 

The Christian college is not supposed to do the 
work of the church, but it is supposed to do the 
work of the Lord, and that means evangelism of a 
lost world and servanthood to a self-centered 
world. GGiJ'9 

Dobbs: That sounds like gobble-de-gook. The 
work of the church is world-evangelism. Now, is the 
school supposed to do the work of the church or not? 

~ 

Money: May God help us to figure out who we 
are and what we are supposed to be doing as Chris
tian institutions of higher education. 

Dobbs: You mean you don't know? 
6diV'O 

Money: I know one thing - the church has 
prospered and grown and world missions have 
prospered and grown where there is a healthy mu
tual dependence and support between the church 
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and our fine Christian colleges. About two-thirds of 
missionaries in the churches of Christ have had 
some kind of preparatory experience at ACU. 

Dobbs: Do you suppose Jesus made a mistake 
when he said, 11 Upon this rock I will build my 
church"? Should he have said, "I will build my 
university"? How many universities did the church 
have in the first century during the period of its 
greatest triumph? Are you sure of and can you 
prove your claim that A CU has trained two-thirds 
of the missionaries for the church. There is a differ
ence in ~~stressing" the facts and in ~~stretching" 

the facts. 
e a 

Money: Just one final comment on this point of 
a personal nature. We live in a time where it is 
popular to bash institutions. Blame the government 
for all our economic and social problems. Blame 
the Christian college for all our church problems. 

Dobbs: Is government free from all blame? Is 
the college simon-pure? Come on, brother Money, 
don't beg the question. 

Money: We also fall into the trap of believing 
whatever we read in print, particularly if it is of a 
critical nature. ACU has certainly had its share of 
criticism throughout its existence and it has sur
faced again. 

Dobbs: Is the disposition of the ignorant public 
to gullibly accept whatever is in print the reason 
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you published your talk? Is any of the criticism of 
ACU justified? 

Money: As a leader of this university, I want to 
admit to you that we, particularly in our College of 
Biblical Studies, have not been as responsive and 
as clear as we should have in dealing with our 
brotherhood. 

Dobbs: Yes! Will you come clean now and ad
mit that professors at ACU taught evolution, and 
denied that Jesus was born of a woman who had 
never known a man, and advocated women preach
ers? 

Money: I have talked personally to the faculty 
about this and will continue to do so. In situations 
where we have been unclear or misleading or even 
worse, not handled God's word well, we need to be 
more responsible. 

Dobbs: Yes! Like admitting it and repenting of it. 

Money: In other words when we "mess up," we 
ought to be honest and "fess up." 

Dobbs: Yessssss, and amen! 

Money: On the other hand let me tell you some
thing about this faculty. To the person, every single 
one of them is deeply committed to Jesus Christ, to 
His church, to the authority and inspiration of the 
Scriptures, and to every word it teaches, including 
belief in the virgin birth of Christ - everyone of 
them! 

Dobbs: Really? Since you are in the mode of 
telling what the faculty thinks, how about telling us 
if you and the faculty accept the Bible as the iner
rant Word of God. Do you accept what the Bible 
says about special creation? Tell us, Doctor 
Money, what does it mean when a faculty member 
says the mother of Jesus was a "sexually question
able woman" and puts her in the category with 
prostitutes and adulteresses? C'mon, now, when 
you "mess us, " be honest and "'jess up. " 

ew:: a 

Money: I will not put up for five minutes with 
anything less. I cannot do otherwise, because to do 
so would be to betray the trust I have been given. 
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Dobbs: Here are Andre Resners exact words: 

Here we go again, folks, ... Another sexually 
questionable woman. And what about Jo
seph's faith in the face of Mary's story? For it 
was he, who after a single dream, went ahead 
and married her. A dream that was real, yes, 
but still a dream. Could it have been a mes
sage from God? Or, could it have been his 
own imagination, his wanting to believe her 
so much that his subconscious produced a 
nocturnal justification for marrying her, even 
in the face of such an outlandish excuse? But 
there's Joseph, crawling into bed with her ev
ery night the rest of his life, relying on a 
dream, believing in her word, that she really 
hadn't slept with another man and used him to 
cover her shame. 

Brother Resner is a professor at ACU. This ~as 
published in Wineskins magazine many months 
ago- not just five minutes ago. How long are you 
going to put up with it? By your own admission, 
you have betrayed your trust! 

ezre 

Money: Without getting into more details, 
let me just say that you will be better served to 
get your information about ACU from ACU and 
not from some critical brotherhood paper. You will 
have to make up your mind which one to believe. 
You cannot believe both. 

Dobbs: Can we believe what Andre Resner 
wrote and what Wineskins, a critical brotherhood 
paper, published? By the way, the Internal Revenue 
Service has been known to refuse to allow a com
pany to examine itself and determine if it has vio
lated the tax code. If I am allowed to inspect my
self, I will likely be approved. If we measure our
selves by ourselves, we shall always measure up to 
expectations and never improve. 

Money: I am disappointed by the number 
of good Christian people who never bother to 
check out a rumor but readily repeat it; who pas
sively accept whatever criticism they see in print. 

Dobbs: Can we believe anything we see in 
print? Can we believe what we see in Wineskins? 

suss 

Money: I am also saddened that some people 
would readily believe that we would tolerate any-

one in our Bible faculty who denied something as 
fundamental as the virgin birth or the authority and 
inspiration of Scriptures. 

Dobbs: Brother Money, what is your honest 
opinion of the Resner article in the November 1992 
issue of Wineskins magazine? A lot of good people 
have read it and think Resner was denying that 
Jesus was born of a woman who had never known 
a man. In private letters you have been very criti
cal of his article. 

Money: There won't be agreement on every de
tail of doctrine. Neither is there in your local con
gregation. But there can and there must be agree
ment on the essentials of the Christian faith, and 
there is. 

On the other hand, I am grateful to those who 
take the time to ask. We will be honest with you 
and will tell you the truth, because we exist to 
serve the church and you are the church. 

Dobbs: Hmmmmm! Would you mind answering 
my letters and questions? 

(To be continued.) 
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(Editor's note: Brother Wayne Coats has written another fine book dealing with a sermon preached by 
Rubel Shelly advocating solos, choirs, duets, quartets, and such like. The book is in the process of being 
printed and will soon be available. Following is an excerpt from chapter six which contains valuable re
search and timely information - Dobbs.) 

Special Music 
By Wayne Coats 

[After dealing with a quotation from M. C. Kur
fees, brother Coats wrote as follows: 1 

I t might be of interest to notice some further 
quotations from some of the writers of the old 
Gospel Advocate. Back in 1881, E.G. Sewell 

wrote an article which he called "Is Singing a Part 
of Worship?" He said, "As one object of singing is 
to teach and ·admonish one another, we must be to
gether and sing together in order to do that." 

In 1915, brother Sewell wrote another article on 
the matter, which he called "Is Singing Com
manded?" The article was in response to a sentence 
sent by Martin A. Devaney in which he said, 
"Brother Sewell, Ephesians 5: 19 and Colossians 
3:16 are not commands to sing, but instructions 
how to sing." The reply of Sewell is as follows: 

When a man positively denies and repudiates 
the plain word of the Lord, as this man has 
done, I fail to see how I can benefit him .... He 
flatly denies that the passages I . quoted are 
matters of authority, or in any sense com
mands or requirements to Christians to sing. 
.. . The entire connection of both passages 
shows them to be divine injunctions upon 
those churches to do the things required .... In 
this spirit of obedience, they must speak to 
one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs; and it is also required that they sing 
these songs in a devotional manner. The very 
same authority and divine requirements can 
be shown in the passage in the third chapter of 
Colossians for that church and for all Chris
tians to do the same things. 

In 1887, brother David Lipscomb wrote about 
the duty of Christians to sing in an article entitled 
"Congregational Singing." As can be seen from the 
article, he believed singing was a duty. 

"Congregational Singing," David Lipscomb: 
God has made it the duty of His servants to 
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sing. Many fail to realize that it is a duty, so 
never try to engage in it, never prepare for it, 
never learn to sing, so the worship in song is 
greatly neglected, and seldom entered into as 
hearty, true worship to God. 

In 1904, brother Lipscomb printed an article 
which he had written and wherein he pointed out 
that all should sing: 

"Singing as Worship and as an Attraction," 
David Lipscomb: 

It is the duty of all Christians who can to learn 
to sing, and it is their duty to sing .... It is a sin 
for any man or woman who can sing, to refuse 
to join in the worship in song. ... Singing to 
attract or entertain an audience is not accept
able worship or service to God. Then, when 
one man comes to sing as an attraction and 
entertainment, it is wrong: such singing is not 
acceptable worship to God. 

"Indeed We Must Sing" by L.O. Sanderson, 
"The Responsibility Is Individual": 

Every Christian must sing! It is personal- 'I 
will sing.' - When Paul and Silas sang praise 
to God, each one did so! When it is said that 
Christ and his disciples 'had sung an hymn' 
the subject is plural - they all sang! When 
James asked, 'Is any merry?' he used the sin
gular, so also the inspired answer, 'Let him 
sing.'... I cannot sing for another; he must 
sing, just as he must believe, repent and be 
baptized himself! 'The sooner we teach all 
members of the church to sing, the more 
nearly like the New Testament church we will 
be.' 

"Congregational Singing" by L.O. Sanderson, 
Nov. 19, 1931,p. 1460: 

Solo singing seems to be included in 
Ephesians 5:19- 'speaking one to another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.' Quar
tet or choir music might be used, provided it 
was rendered to teach or admonish. But such 



activities have their evils, which should be 
considered! ... To sing in the worship for the 
purpose of being seen or heard is a sin. 

Scriptural singing, as taught in Ephesians 
5:19 and Colossians 3:16, should be engaged 
in primarily for the benefit of Christians -
'one another' - and not for visitors or outsid
ers. Special singing might be used within 
these bounds, but excess, I am sure, would 
prove detrimental to the cause of Christ. If 
singing is commanded of the Lord, does he 
command but a few do it? Surely not! One 
cannot be baptized for another, nor can he 
obey any other command for another. But 
someone urges: 'We are exhorted to sing, and 
not commanded.' Very well. Can you be saved 
without heeding an exhortation? Pentecos
tians were exhorted to 'save themselves.' 
Were they saved without responding to that 
word, or exhortation? Almost all of the con
tents of the letters to Christians is exhortation, 
and we should heed it. Now, if we use special 
music altogether, where will the congregation 
have opportunity to respond to this teaching? 
The singing may and should be engaged in by 
all. ... Further evils of choir singing may be 
summed up as follows: The voice and not 
one's character, gets the special position; and 
often the vilest of sinners are doing part of the 
worship. Secondly, congregational singing is 
destroyed through lack of practice and train
ing. 

On the subject of quartet singing, I will give a 
few articles written by brethren who opposed the 
practice and surely we might be able to learn from 
them: 

"Quartet Singing" by John T. Hinds, p. 584: 
I like beefsteak, pie, and cake, but that is not 
evidence that it should be placed on the 
Lord's table. Quartet singing is not sinful in 
itself; neither is the meat, pie, or cake. 
Wrongly used, any one or all might be sinful. 
My idea of the Scriptures and fitness of things 
regarding quartet singing is this: There are 
many places where it may be used with inno
cence and pleasure, but not as a part of the 
worship of the church. I have two reasons for 
this conclusion. One is that suggested by the 
querist - it deprives other members of the 
church from having a part in that phase of the 
worship. With the quartet, they cannot do 
what they are required to do and what is best 
for them to do. The querist is correct in saying 
that in that particular; the choir is less objec
tionable, for others can sing with the choir, if 

they wish, even though the choir might prefer 
that they did not. But they cannot sing with 
the quartet. Such an attempt would spoil the 
whole purpose in quartet singing. The other 
reason is that the leading thing about quartet 
singing is the music-harmony - while the 
main thing in scriptural song worship is the 
sentiment contained in the words. Singing, 
"with the spirit" and "with the understanding" 
if the music be only passable, reaches the 
highest degree of perfection as an element of 
worship (1 Cor. 14:15). If it be a matter of en
tertainment, then the music becomes the one 
essential. In spite of all our efforts at apolo
gies for such singing in worship, the fact re
mains that we always select for the quartet 
only those with the best voices, which fact is a 
virtual concession that it is an effort to enter
tain rather than worship. When entertainment 
is in order, quartet singing is among the best 
means available. 

"Does the Bible justify the singing of quartets 
and solos when we come together to worship on 
the first day of the week?" ("a brother"). 

"Quartets" by J .C. McQuiddy: 
The Bible says nothing about solos and quar
tets; hence, no one can claim that the Bible 
authorizes the singing of quartets or solos." 
The N'ew Testament teaches Christians to 
sing. Singing is an item of worship, and, 
therefore, should be engaged in by all of the 
congregation - at least, all of it that is able to 
sing. Of course, a man's responsibility to sing 
is measured by his ability to do so- if a per
son singing a solo does it to the honor and 
glory of God, or if a quartet sings for the same 
purpose, I do not understand that it would be a 
step toward digression. If a quartet or solo is 
used in the worship simply to please men, it is 
dishonoring to God .... But if persons by sing
ing quartets or by engaging in a solo can more 
effectively advance the cause of Christ, there 
is no reason why such singing would not be 
used at times. However when the congrega
tion is come together, congregational singing 
should be used in the worship. 

"Quartet Singing" by J .C. McQuiddy: 
I have seen no scripture in the Bible which 
authorizes quartet singing. It is the duty of all 
Christians to sing who can, in the assembly .... 
While congregational singing should not be 
abandoned, it may be at times the singing of a 
quartet might be helpful and effective in the 
worship or in a revival meeting. 
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Questions and Answers by Guy N. Woods: 
Is it permissible to have quartet singing 

during the worship hour on the Lord's day? 
All children of God are to participate in 

worship. Singing is one of the items of wor
ship. All children of God must sing in worship 
in order to be pleasing to God (Acts 2:42; 
Ephesians 5:18-19; Colossians 3:16). The 
practice of quartet singing in Lord's day wor
ship is without precedent in the apostolic age 
and should therefore be shunned by all who 
wish to have the Lord's approval today. Only 
by complete conformity to New Testament 
teaching and practice may we be assured of 
that approval. 

Brethren have opposed the practice of choirs 
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upon the same basis that they have opposed solos. 
There is no authority for such actions regardless of 
what they may be called. The usual custom is to 
call them a chorus. Whatever they are called, the 
purpose is to entertain. Some of the colleges keep 
their choruses on the road singing for churches. 
Such is but getting the congregation ready to start 
its own choir. Several have already done so. We bid 
the reader to consider the following observations: 

"Do You Have Choir Practice?" by H.M. 
Phillips: 

'A soloist especially seeks for the praise of 
self.' 'Everyone ought to sing if it is possible 
for him to do so.' 'The true way to have a 
choir practice is for the whole congregation to 
join in and sing with melody in the heart.' 

"Church Choirs" by F.B. Srygley: 
Everyone knows that the use of the in

strument has a tendency to do away with con
gregational singing and develop the choir. 

A small choir composed of a few feeble, 
refined women can often split a large, dressed 
stone church squarely in two in the middle 
and not display any fatigue about it either. 

Church choirs consist of sopranos, altos, 
basses, tenors, and the wife of the man who 
contributes more money to the minister's sal
ary than anyone else. 

"A Choir" by B.C. Goodpasture: 
(Quoting Benjamin Franklin) 'We find 

some brethren call a few members of the 
church who sit together and lead the singing; 
a choir. This is not choir in the popular sense, 
nor is it at all objectionable, specially if the 
singing is so conducted that the members gen
erally sing. 

But this is not the meaning of choir. The 
choir in a church is composed of artistic per
formers who sing for the church, sing difficult 
pieces that the masses cannot sing, for music 
and musical display, to attract, entertain, and 
gratify the people - to charm them with mu
sic' - Benjamin Franklin. 

For the divine purpose, nothing can seem 
so well as the singing divinely authorized. 
'Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in 
all wisdom, teaching, and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto 
God' (Col. 3: 16). 

"Church of Christ, What Next?" by J .L. Hines: 
Whoever heard of a church of Christ choir? 
Sometime ago at a certain church of Christ, 



during a 'revival' meeting, about twenty-four 
singers furnished the music for a service. 
Anything wrong with that? I was present at 
one of 'our' meetings, when one of 'our' 
preachers who was conducting the meeting 
said: 'Tomorrow night we will have a quartet 
from __ to sing for us.' Why make that an
nouncement? I have just read an extract from 
a letter to a friend of mine which read about 
like this: 'At the church service last Sunday, 
brother __ had twelve singers seated on the 
platform, and I felt that all they needed was an 
organ.' ... Churches of Christ should never at
tempt to put on an entertainment. 

Gus Nichols: 
One may read prayers of praise from the 
psalms without singing or praying the psalm 
read. 

"On the Choral Group": 
But this writer thinks such singing would not 
be expedient in our regular worship where we 
do not take time for enough congregational 
singing as it is. Then all are required to sing in 
our periods of regular church worship (Eph. 
5:19; Col. 3:16). 

It has been my purpose in answering the false 
teaching of Rubel Shelly to show that he cannot 

sustain his position on "presentation music." There 
was a time when men had enough conviction to 
stand up and attempt to justify their belief. That 
day is rapidly passing. I would strongly suggest 
that Shelly and his cohorts follow the example of a 
church in Ohio which turned loose thirty-five ca
nary birds to aid in the singing. 

"The canaries, along with choir voices and the 
great church organ, 'it was declared by members of 
the congregation,' added greatly to the choir ser
vice." "The pastor's text was, 'Who are these that 
come flying though the air like doves."' 

Give the liberals a little more time and then look 
at their progress. There is no telling how many 
"community churches" will dot the countryside. It 
would surely be the honorable thing for the liberal 
element to make an honest, distinctive, clean break 
with that gang of conservatives which they literally 
despise, abominate, detest, slur, make fun of, ridi
cule, and have not fellowship with whatsoever. 
"Oh, for honest false teachers." 184 Hillview 

Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 
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How Changers Stop Opposition 
By E. Claude Gardner 

T he changers, the promoters of women to lead 
in all ways as men do, advocates or compro
misers on instrumental music, and restruc

turers of the church have strategies to hush any op
position to their new ways. How do they do it? 

• The "changers" preach that anyone who op
poses them is guilty of contention and causing a di
vision in the congregation. The older, godly Chris
tians do not want to be responsible for this division 
and, therefore, they acquiesce. They have also be
come too weary of trying to continue in "the 
apostles' doctrine," and so they give up, and the 
changers prevail. 

• The "changers" also make a plea that we 
should be busy in saving souls and should ignore 
any concern about doctrinal matters. They can 

show how many millions are lost and say we should 
focus on evangelism, the cross, and preaching a 
positive message. We would respond by saying the 
world is lost, and we must be more zealous in 
preaching the gospel, but this does not excuse us 
from exposing error. Furthermore, if erroneous 
preaching is rampant and unchecked, it would soon 
mean the New Testament church would go into 
apostasy. 

• The "changers" make charges and assertions 
that cannot be documented. By repeating them over 
and over many will accept them. We hear and read 
of many "strong" men they attack. How often have 
you heard the following: "They don't believe in 
grace, and they think they will be saved by works 
(human deeds)." "The church has depended on 
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logic and intellect, and now we have the emotional 
element." "Denominationalists seem to have more 
of the spirit of Christ than we." "We elevate great 
leaders of the past to the level of spiritual authori
ties." ''There is an inordinate emphasis on baptism 
rather than on Christ." "One of the major problems 
is that we believe the good news began on Pente
cost in Acts 2, but we should go to the Gospels so 
we can begin to think and act like Jesus." ''The 
church must change to meet the needs of our 
changing culture." "We are preaching the plan and 
not the man." "We are converting people to bap
tism and not to Christ." 

• The "changers" plead that the issues need to 
be studied, for, they argue, this is the spirit of the 
"Restoration plea" (even though some have long 
ago abandoned restoration as irrelevant). By sug-

gesting that we study the questions, they raise 
doubts about fundamentals, and the more time they 
have, the more discord and confusion they can sow. 
If they really want to study the issues, there are 
those who are willing to discuss them in open 
meetings. 

"Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." If we 
want to have purity of doctrine and practice and re
spect for the authority of the Scriptures and the 
Lordship of Christ, we must challenge the "chang
ers'" theories and the promulgations of the new 
hermeneutic. Now is the time to act, and if we fail, 
the result will be another sad division in the 
church. As was Paul, we must be "set for the de
fense of the gospel" (Phil. 1: 17). 
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The Ephesian Syndrome 
By Frank Driver 

T he story of gospel preaching and church be
ginnings in Ephesus is well-known to Bible 
students. In the book of Acts we have a 

record of Paul coming to this great city teaching 12 
misguided men who· thought they were saved when 
they were not, preaching in the synagogue of the 
Jews and being cast out because of his doctrine, 
teaching in the school of Tyrannus for two years, 
during which time all Asia heard the gospel of sal
vation. Then we are told of the exorcists, the burn
ing of books of magic, the worship of Diana, and 
the zeal of the silversmiths, who turned a tidy 
profit by selling images of the famed Diana, and 
who wanted no interference with their trade. So, 
Luke tells us, ''There arose no small stir concerning 
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the Way," and a riot resulted. The town clerk 
settled the crowd and dismissed the people. Paul 
soon left for Macedonia. That one chapter, Acts 19, 
is packed with intrigue, excitement, danger, failure 
and success. It is a cliff -hanger and would make a 
dandy TV special. 

This thrilling and dramatic story retold today 
should fascinate and capture the interest of our 
children. It informs and inspires and enhances 
evangelistic vision and love for the lost. It instills 
in the hearts of many of us a keen desire to help 
move the cause of Christ "forward. 

On his final trip to Jerusalem, Paul stopped at 
Miletus and called the elders from Ephesus to him. 
After remembering the events of his ministry with 
them, he warned of false teachers who would rise 
up even among them: 

A nd from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, 
and called to him the elders of the 
church. And when they were come to 

him, he said unto them, Ye yourselves know, 
from the first day that I set foot in Asia, after 
what manner I was with you all the time, serv
ing the Lord with all lowliness of mind, and 



with tears, and with trials which befell me by 
the plots of the Jews; how I shrank not from 
declaring unto you anything that was profit
able, and teaching you publicly, and from 
house to house, testifying both to Jews and to 
Greeks repentance toward God, and faith to
ward our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, 
I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 
knowing the things that shall befall me there: 
save that the Holy Spirit testifieth unto me in 
every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
abide me. But I hold not my life of any ac
count as dear unto myself, so that I may ac
complish my course, and the ministry which I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God. And now, behold, 
I know that ye all, among whom I went about 
preaching the kingdom, shall see my face no 
more. Wherefore I testify unto you this day, 
that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I 
shrank not from declaring unto you the whole 
counsel of God. Take heed unto yourselves, 
and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 
hath made you bishops, to feed the church of 
the Lord which he purchased with his own 
blood. I know that after my departing griev
ous wolves shall enter in among you, not spar
ing the flock; and from among your own 
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away the disciples after them. 
Wherefore watch ye, remembering that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to admonish 
every one night and day with tears. And now I 
commend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you the inheritance among all them that 
are sanctified (Acts 20: 17 -32). 

New Testament writers often warned of apos
tasy and dangerous crises and ultimate division. 
Paul warned of a coming departure from the 
faith (1 Tim. 4: 1-3). He spoke of materialism and 
bad attitudes and evil surmising and wickedness 
(2 Tim. 3: 1-5). He alerted brethren that the man of 
sin would soon appear (2 Thess. 2:3-4). He branded 
influential men with evil influences as false teach
ers (2 Tim. 1:15; 2:17-18). John, the apostle of 
love, rebuked power-hungry enemies of the cross 
(3 John 9-10). Slick operators would sneak into the 
church, teach error, and subvert the saints (2 Pet. 
2:1; Jude 1:4). 

Jesus warned of false teachers (Matt. 7: 15; 
24:5). They arose in the early church (Acts 15). Jer
emiah wrote of religious leaders in his day: "For 

from the least of them even unto the greatest of 
them every one is given to covetousness; and from 
the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth 
falsely. They have healed also the hurt of my 
people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is 
no peace" (Jer. 6:13-14). Old Testament covenant 
people of God said "to the prophets, Prophecy not 
unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits" (Isa. 30: 10). It is strange that 
people often prefer the false over the true. "But 
there arose false prophets also among the people, 
as among you also there shall be false teachers, 
who shall privily bring in destructive heresies, de
nying even the Master that bought them, bringing 
upon themselves swift destruction" (2 Pet. 2:1). 

The Ephesian brethren were obviously affected 
by Paul's admonition, but it didn't last. Jesus later 
complained they left their "first love" (Rev. 2:4). 

We, too, need to be apprized of the danger of 
false teachers and their deceptive ways lest we be 
lulled into a sense of false security and our souls be 
subverted. We must also keep our balance and be 
careful that in seeking doctrinal exactness we do 
not develop a coldness and harshness that repels 
and does damage to the cause we love. We must be 
bold in identifying and exposing false teaching, but 
with "a spirit of gentleness; looking to thyself, lest 
thou also be tempted." 322 Pearl 
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-A Truly Great Event!-

8th Annual 
Shenandoah Lectureship 

-February 18-21, 1994-

- Whatever Happened to Heaven and Hell?-
Friday, February 18 

9:00 a.m.------- Where Are the Dead? (an overview)-----·---·-· .. ·--···-·-··-·-Kenneth E. Ratcliff 
10:00 a.m. ....................................... Is Eternal Punishment Justified? ........ - .................................................................... Jackie M. Stears man 
1100 p.m. ....................................... A Word Study on Hell ..... - ............................................................................................ J. D. Sweeten 

1:30 p.m. ........................... - ..... The Failure of Earthly Success (Luke. 12:13-21) __ ................................. -Lindsey D. Warren 
2:30 p.m. .. ______ What About Those Who Have Never Heard? . . .................... Gene Burgett 
3:30 p.m. __ , ............................... A Word Study on Heaven ................................................... _. ......................................... Bob Sweeten 
7:00 p.m. ....................................... Our Ught Afflictions ............................................................................................................ Thomas B. Warren 
8:00 p.m.---·---·--.. For We Shall See Him as He Is! (1 John 3:2) ... ___ ...................................... Bernard Gatson 

Saturday, February 19 
9:00 a.m. ....................................... Will We Know One Another in Heaven? .................................................................. Daniel Coe Sr. 

1000 a.m. ....................................... The First Resurrection and Second Death .................................................................. Don Tarbet 
1100 p.m. ....................................... Will the Wicked Be Eternally Punished or Annihilated? ..................................... Gary Workman 
1:30 p.m. ....................................... The Transfiguration.......... ... ................................... Dick Sztanyo 
2:30p.m. ....................................... Are There Degrees of Reward and/or Punishment? .............................................. AI Brown 
3:30 p.m. ................................... ~ .. What Jesus Says About Hell .............................................................................................. Dub McClish 
700 p.m. ..................... _, ___ •Dear Son, I Want You to Go to Heaven Because·--·-·---............. Thomas B. Warren 
8:00 p.m. ..................... _____ We Must All Appear Before the Judgment Seat of Christ ................................... David Upe 

Sunday, February 20 
9:30 a.m. ....................................... That Place Called Heaven .................................................. - ....................................... Dick Sztanyo 

10:30 a.m. ....................................... What Is Hell Uke? ......... . ............ David Upe 
1:30 p.m. ....................................... The Nature of Man-·-----------.............. - ............... Roy C. Deaver 
2:30 p.m. ....................................... Are We Predestined to Heaven or Hell? ._ ............................................................. David Brown 
3:30 p.m. ....................................... Arguments for Annihilation ism Refuted ..................................................................... Bill Towry 
7:00 p.m. .............. ---·-Spiritism and the New Age Movement ---------............................ -.Curtis Cates 
8:00 p.m. ....................................... How to Send Your Child to Hell ...... - ....... - ......... - ........................................... Keith Corort 

Monday, February 21 
9:00 a.m. ....................................... Do We Possess Eternal Life Now? .. , .. ________ ........................................... Garland Elkins 

10:00 a.m. ............. - ..................... Purgatory: Does It Exist? ------ ................... Ruben Martinez 
11:00 p.m.---.. ·-----·-·- When You Are Terminally 111._ ......................................................... _ .................. Gary Colley 

1:30 p.m. ....................................... The Doctrine of the Second Chance ............................................................................. Darrell Conley 
2:30 p.m. ....................................... Reincarnation and Christianity ......... - ........................................................................ Bob Berard 
3:30 p.m. ............. _. ..................... Things Which Won't Happen When Christ Returns .............. - .................... Joe Cox 
7:00 p.m. .................................. _. Death: a Doorway to Another Ufe ........................................................ - .................... Bobby Liddell 
8:00 p.m. ....................................... How Beautiful Heaven Must Be! .................................................................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
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Cassettes • Books • Videos 
Order yours today. • We will send and bill. 

Exhibits • Attended nursery 

-Terry M. Hightower, Director
Shenandoah Church of Christ 

11026 Wurzbach Road • San Antonio, Texas 78230 
(210) 696-5532 

-Don't Miss It This Year!-
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The Canon 

0 U.S. News & World Report, Nov. 8, 1993, 
reported some more vanity coming out of the Jesus 
Seminar. (The Jesus Seminar held a meeting this 
past October in Phoenix, and decided by vote 
among themselves that Jesus spoke only a small 
fraction of the words attributed to him in the Gos
pels.) The Seminar agreed to step up its attack on 
the New Testament. The panel of liberal scholars 
now wants to jettison several books of the New 
Testament, including the book of Revelation. 
"These scholars have no ecclesiastical authority," 
said Donald Hagner of Fuller Seminary. "They can 
scheme away until they are blue in the face, but it's 
not going to change the church." 

TV Is Rotten 
0 Phyllis Schlafly is recommending an all-out 

effort to clean up television. In a recent newsletter 
she suggests: 

• No official censorship ... cannot depend on a 
government agency's standards of entertainment or 
a bureaucrat's sense of right and wrong. 

• Television networks know how to "censor" 
themselves. They do not air characters, situations, 
language, and commercials that might be deroga
tory or insensitive to their favorite minority groups. 
They are consistent in including in programs any
thing that is uncomplimentary to religion, and re
fusing to show religion in a favorable light (censor
ship by omission). When TV vulgarity and unfair
ness is opposed, the cry of "censorship" rings hol
low. 

• The government is incompetent and televi
sion networks are uncaring, therefore, we-the.:. 
people must take action to stop the filth and vio
lence on television. You need to monitor TV pro
grams, identify the sponsors, and then phone, fax, 
and write letters to the businesses that are financing 
these offensive programs. 

Say What? 
0 Bishop Steven Plummer of the Diocese of 

Navajoland, a tri-state area for native Americans 
(Episcopal Church), has taken a year's leave of ab
sence to continue therapy following reported 
sexual involvement with a male minor over a two
year period. Plummer has undergone treatment and 
"feels his problems have been overcome." A medi
cal and psychological exam concluded, "Plummer 
was not at risk for repeating the behavior." 

Hey, how about Plummer's genes? If he has a 
gene that makes him a sodomite, how can "treat
ment" cure his problem? Sounds like he has some 
kind of control and moral responsibility. 

Scouts 
0 Boy Scouts may continue their "duty-to

God" oath, according to a recent 2-to-1 Chicago 
federal court decision, which rejected the argument 
that the oath violated the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 
The court ruled the Scouts were not a "place of 
public accommodation" obliged to admit agnostics 
and atheists, and could consequently exclude those 
who reject the oath- The New York Times. 

Little Boys 

0 The U.S. Roman Catholic Church and the 
Vatican have toughened their response to sexual 
abuse by clergy. U.S. bishops have charged a spe
cial commission to develop a policy to investigate 
and prevent "sexual abuse of minors by priests" -
The Washington Post. 

Parliament of World Religions 
0 Some 200 "religious" groups attended the 

Parliament of World Religions in Chicago, August 
28 to September 4. Religions that represent many 
American believers were marginalized, or not 
present. The New York Times reported that "the es
tablished centrist and liberal denominations, like 
the Episcopalians and the Methodists that usually 
support interfaith talks, were scarcely visible." 
When Louis Farrakhan was included, four Jewish 
groups withdrew. A Sikh was shouted down by In
dian participants. Goddess-worshiping dancers, de
nied a park permit for a moonlight romp, were later 
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issued the permit, thanks to the American Civil 
Liberties Union. Some participants seemed con
fused about what they were; terming themselves, 
"Buddhist Christian," "Catholic Hindu," 
"multidenominational," or "Jewish Hindu Witch." 
According to Episcopal News Service, the Declara
tion asserts four cardinal principles: a commitment 
to non-violence and respect for life, solidarity and 
economic justice, tolerance and a life of truthful
ness, and equal rights and partnership between men 
and women. 

Solidarity and economic justice probably mean 
communism. Tolerance and a life of truthfulness 
probably mean you can't know anything for sure 
and, therefore, must be for everything. Equal rights 
and partnership between men and women probably 
mean unisex, which probably means men and 
women using the same public restrooms. 

Eighty Stripes Save None 

(9] Peter El-Brish, Anglican Bishop of Khar
toum in West Sudan, was convicted of adultery and 
sentenced to a public beating by a Muslim court. 
The 80 lashes, reportedly delivered to the bishop's 
legs and back, were given in the customary Muslim 
fashion, in which the person carrying out the beat
ing held "a copy of the Quran under his whip arm, 
which limits the force of the lashes." 

False Memory Syndrome 

@ U.S. News & World Report (Nov. 29, 1993) 
contained a lengthy article on "Memories Lost and 
Found." The gist of the piece was to attempt to 
"prove" that a person can forget childhood experi
ences, like incest and other types of sexual abuse, 
and then as an adult suddenly remember them. This 
has become the basis for many, some of them the 
children of celebrities and others who can afford to 
go to a psychologist, "remembering" traumatic ex
periences even from their babyhood. Some claim to 
remember prebirth episodes. 

The article reports that a few psychologists dis
pute the possibility of any kind of reliable retrieval. 
Elizabeth Loftus, a memory researcher at the Uni
versity of Washington, says: 

What's being claimed is that traumatic 
memory is driven into a corner of the uncon
scious where it sits like Rip van Winkle and 
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doesn't age and wakes up 20 years later. But 
memory is not a computer or videotape re
cording. We don't just pop in a tape or call it 
up in perfect condition. Memory is not objec
tive fact but subjective, suggestible and mal
leable. 

In experimental situations, Loftus has firmly im
planted in adults false memories of unhappy child
hood incidents simply by having the event re
counted by an authoritative, older sibling. The ar
ticle admits that Sigmund Freud in 1893, believed 
that many of his adult patients had been sexually 
abused as children by adults, and that it was the re
pressed memory of those "seductions" that caused 
their "hysteria." Four years later, he was insisting 
that most such memories were actually the child's 
repressed incestuous fantasies and desires. Freud 
feared his patients' stories were being suggested by 
his own analytic probing. 

One wonders if the tacky business of dredging 
up false memories is another device for avoiding 
the reality of sinful behavior and the painful pro
cess of repentance. We have a multitude of thumb
sucking adults who excuse their idiosyncrasy and 
insecurity by saying, "It's not my fault!" 

Teenage Violence 

0 1\vo Dartmouth High School students burst 
into James Murphy's government class on April 12 
armed with a bat, a billy club, and a hunting knife. 
They attacked freshman Jason Robinson, 16; one 
went after him with the bat, and as Murphy 
wrestled with the assailant, a second plunged the 
knife into Robinson's abdomen, killing him. 
Robinson's friend, Shawn Pina, 15, had fought 
with one of the accused attackers earlier. A student 
in Murphy's class, Pina, had been suspended after 
the fight and was not present when the two arrived 
allegedly looking for revenge. So, officials say, 
they killed Robinson, who had asked what they 
wanted with Pina. 

The terrifying thing is that the violence that has 
spread throughout American society is now in the 
secondary schools. The nature of school crimes has 
become more violent and the perpetrators steadily 
younger. 

The preacher said, "Because sentence against 
an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore, the 



heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do 
evil" (Eccl. 8: 11). To deter crime, punishment must 
be sure, swift, and appropriate to the violation. We 
will walk the line of moral right when we know 
that we are the creation of God and answerable 
to him. The founders of America understood the 
"laws of nature" and "nature's God," and, there
fore, were decent and moral. As long as people 
think they are sitting in an evolutionary tree with 
hoot owls and monkeys, and dying like the dog 
dies, with no accountability, no eternal punish
ment, and no lasting reward, they will be as ethical 
as alley cats and turkeys. To cure our nation's 
moral decay, we must tum back to God. 

GA Closely Graded Literature 
0 In a Gospel Advocate editorial, printed July 

6, 1967, brother B.C. Goodpasture prided himself 
and the paper on the Advocates graded Bible 
school lessons. He noted that the "literature was 
original- written by those whose names it bears. 
It is not a rehash of denominational or digressive 
material. The authors did not edit - they wrote -
the items which bear their respective names." 

Wonder what brother Goodpasture would think 
if he could know that the graded Bible school ma
terial presently being printed and sold by the Gos
pel Advocate and named "Heritage of Faith" is a 
reprint of Scripture Press material, and the authors 
are not named. Scripture Press is a denominational 
publishing house, and the material is a straight-out 
copy - not even a rehash. Sweet Publishing Bible 
school material is Presbyterian material. 20th Cen
tury Christian Bible school material is borrowed 
from the Christian Church - called by brother 
Goodpasture "digressive material." 

Whatever happened to honor and truth-telling? 

Point to Ponder 
(91 Men, it has been well said, think in herds; it 

will be seen, that they go mad in herds, while they 
recover their senses slowly, and one by one 
(Charles Mackay, The Madness of Crowds, 1852). 

Co"uption Rewarded 
0 Tony Kushner's marathon gay drama, An

gels in America, won the Pultizer this year. The 
play is long on propaganda. It shows that the "gay 
rights movement" is about much more than sexual 

orientation. The play opened May 4 in one of New 
York's largest theaters. 

According to a review by Yale Kramer, a pro
fessor of psychiatry at the Robert Wood Johnson 
Medical School of New Jersey, there are three 
loosely connected subplots in Part I. "Joe Pitt, a 
young Mormon lawyer, decent and honest, is work
ing in New York as a law clerk for a federal court 
judge. He is deeply unhappy in his marriage to 
Harper, a beautiful but flaky young woman ad
dicted to tranquilizers. Apparently the problem is 
that Joe, a shy man, avoids sleeping with Harper 
and is struggling with homosexual inclinations and 
deeply conflicted about them." 

Subplot number two, consists of the infamous 
Roy Cohn trying to persuade the decent and honest 
Joe Pitt, for whom he has a soft spot, to leave his 
wife and go to Washington to work as a "Roy boy" 
in Ed Meese's Department of Justice. In the middle 
of all this Cohn discovers he has AIDS. 

Subplot number three is about two gay men in 
New York; Louis, a Jew; and Prior, a WASP. They 
have been living together for four years and appar
ently love each other. At the funeral of Louis' 
grandmother, Prior tells Louis he has AIDS. Louis 
leaves Prior to die alone. His grief and guilt are not 
too great to prevent him from finding and seducing 
honest and decent Joe Pitt. 

Part I ends with Harper in an hallucinatory Ant
arctica hoping for an Eskimo to come by; Joe 
is going off to Louis' apartment to taste gay sex for 
the first time; Roy Cohn is left writhing in pain on 
his living room rug as the ghost of Ethel Rosenberg 
returns to haunt him; and Prior is having hallucina
tory nightmares in which he is visited by the Angel 
of Death. 

The opening scene consists of a eulogy spoken 
by a very old rabbi with a long beard - played by 
a woman. 

Later in the play, Roy Cohn's physician tells 
him he has AIDS: the physician, Henry, is played 
by a woman in drag. 

All of this is an attempt to give "honor unto the 
woman as the weaker vessel," I guess. 

Where do we go from here, boys; where do we 
go from here? 
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Worth Repeating 
Compiled by Paul Sain 

Christians 
"They walk in all humility and kindness, and 

falsehood is not found among them. They love one 
another. They rescue the orphan from violence. 
They do not refuse to help widows. He who has, 
gives, ungrudgingly, to him who lacks. If they see a 
stranger, they take him home and entertain him as a 
brother. When one of their poor passes from the 
world, any one of them who sees it provides for his 
burial according to his ability. And, if they hear 
about one of their number being in prison or being 
oppressed for the name of the Messiah, all of them 
provide for his needs. Thus, they labor to become 
righteous as those who expect to see their Messiah, 
and to receive from him the glorious fulfillment of 
the promise made to them. Truly, this is a New 
People, and there is something divine in them." 
Written to the Emperor Hadrian 117-138, after the death of 

the apostle John (from East Corinth, Miss., bulletin) 

Threat of Liberalism 
"Liberal elements within the churches of Christ 

have made great strides toward turning the church 
into a denomination. Although many brethren seem 
not to have realized it, we are being influenced to 
abandon our distinctiveness and extend fellowship 
to all who profess Christianity. 

"If we do not intend to maintain our distinctive
ness, we have no right to exist. If we are not going 
to preach the truth boldly, let us not preach at all. If 
we are unwilling to oppose false teaching and false 
practices, let us quit claiming to be the people of 
the Holy God. 

''The church of Christ is not a denomination but . , 
It could become one! It soon will be if some among 
us h~v~ th~ir way! As soon as we cease preaching 
the distinctive and evangelistic message of the gos
pel, we cease to be the true church of Christ and 
become something less. 

"Surely the vast majority of members of the 
body of Christ are neither legalists nor liberals. Yet 

it is a fact that this great majority sometimes con
stitutes a 'silent majority.' When the threat of legal
ism ('anti-ism') faced the church in the early 
1950s, good men sat by in silence until it did un
told harm to the body of Christ. Now it is liberal
ism which is menacing the church and otherwise 
faithful brethren are sitting by in silence while it 
works its harm. 

"In order for men to be faithful to God, they 
must speak out boldly to challenge every false way. 
Keeping silence with the truth is sin! Faithful el
ders, preachers, and members of the church must 
cease being a 'silent majority' when the truth of 
God is mocked and begin to speak out for that 
truth!" Rubel Shelly, from his early 1970s book, 

Liberalism's Threat to the Faith 

The Cross-Eyed Christians 
Someone has said, "The cross-eyed Christian is 

a person who keeps one eye on the Lord and the 
other on the world." 

Jesus said, "No man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon" (Matt. 6:24). It is 
very evident from the words of the Master that it is 
impossible to serve God and Satan. 

In Luke 11:23 Jesus said, "He that is not with 
me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me 
scattereth." Can one possibly be against the Lord 
and yet be for him? 

We know there can be no such thing as a cross
eyed Christian. We either serve God or the world. 
We are either trying to put spiritual matters first or 
second in our lives. We cannot ride the fence ac
cording to Jesus. Read Matthew 6:33. 
. We nee~ to examine self and see what is really 
Important In our lives- the things of the world or 
spiritual matters. Whom are we serving? 

Bubba Phillips, Jacksonville, Texas 
via Baytown, Texas, bulletin 

Fp 
Send material to be considered to Paul Sain • 544 E. Madison • Pulaski, TN 38468-34II 
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Cotham~ Comments 
---By Perry B. Cotham---

I n the days of our Lord's per
sonal ministry he gave a 
model prayer to his disciples. 

He said, "After this manner there
fore pray ye" (Matt. 6:9-13). 

First, this prayer was a model 
for his followers before his death 

and resurrection. Just before Christ gave the prayer, 
he warned against "vain repetitions" (v. 7). Surely 
the Lord was not giving a prayer for continuous 
recitation, but a model. Yet many recite "the Lord's 
Prayer," as they call it, many times. 

Second, the prayer was given before Pentecost 
(Acts 2). Thus they were told to pray for the king
dom to come. Later when the kingdom, or the 
church, was founded in Jerusalem on the first Pen
tecost after Christ's resurrection, when about 3000 
were baptized, on the first day, the time had come 
to pray for the kingdom to spread all over the earth. 
Not too long after that Pentecost Philip, the evan
gelist, went to Samaria and preached the kingdom 
and both men and women were baptized (Acts 8:5-
12). When Paul wrote to the Colossians he said 
they had been "delivered" from the power of dark
ness (Satan's kingdom) and "translated ... into the 
kingdom of his dear Son" (Col. 1: 13) that is, the 
kingdom of Christ. At the time the apostle John 
wrote the book of Revelation he affirmed that he 
was "in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ" 
(Rev. 1:9). All Christians today are in the Lord's 
kingdom; the kingdom has come. We now pray for 
the kingdom to grow in all parts of the earth. 

Third, the Lord closed the prayer with "amen," 
as he was with them personally. Later as he spoke 
of the time he would be back in heaven with the 
Father he said to his disciples: "In that day ye 
shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he 
will give it you" (John 16:23). Thus, now we send 
up our prayers and petitions to the Father in the 
name of Christ, our mediator. "For there is one 

God, and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:4). It is wrong to say 
that Mary is a mediatrix. Jesus is also our high 
priest (Heb. 8: 1). In Christ's kingdom there is no 
"clergy caste" who must intercede for the people. 
All Christians are priests: "Jesus Christ ... hath 
made us kings and priests unto God" (Rev. 1 :5-6). 
Christians may approach the throne of God directly 
through Jesus (Heb. 4:14-16). 

Fourth, an outline or prayer with ten simple 
points is: 

1. Address the Father. 
2. Honor the Father's name. 
3. Pray for the kingdom. 
4 . Pray for God's will to be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. 
5. Pray for the daily physical blessings. 
6. Pray for forgiveness, and forgive others. 
7. Pray for deliverance from the evil one. 
8. Acknowledge the sovereignty and glory of 

the Father. 
9. Pray in Jesus' name. 

10. Say, "Amen" (1 Cor. 14: 16). 

Here are some important points about public 
prayer: 

1. Prayer does not have to be lengthy. The 
model prayer was brief. 

2. A prayer does not need to consist of big 
words. 

3. The one who leads the prayer, even at the 
Lord's Table, should speak loudly enough to be 
heard by all, and distinctly enough to be under
stood. Otherwise, it will not benefit the audience. 

4. Prayers should be sincere. 
5. Faithful Christian men should lead the public 

prayers (1 Tim. 2:8, 12). 
Let us not forget to pray (1 Thess. 5: 17-18). 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

~ 
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Directory 
••••• 

Traveling? 
Visit these congregations. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 11 

-Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984. 722-1871. 

-Missouri-
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Davidson, Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
minister. Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 

-Alaska-

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Greater Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 
456-4921. 

-Arkansas-
Jacksonville- Wesconnett Church of Christ, 5223 
Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 or 771-2646. 

334-3866,334-3757. 

-Montana-

Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home of the Northwest Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

-North Carolina -

Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 9, 

Sun. 9, 10 a.m .. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Mark Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Mosher, preacher. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-

10 a.m .• 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
(501) 932-4328. 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 

- California -
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Flori!fa School of Preaching. ..... 

Modesto - 416 w. Whitmore at Carol Ln., Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
95351. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor of West Coast Firm 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 

7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 
274-6801. Home or Western Ohio Valley Firm 
Foundlllion Lectureship. 

Foundlltion Lectureship. (407) 657-0657. Fairborn, ncar Dayton and Wright-Patterson AFB., 
Plant City- Springhcad Church of Christ, 1402 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 
Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., minister. (513) 878-1162. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa.Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754-

1776 or 754-1485. Between Farms and Groves. -Oklahoma-
San Bernardino - Uptown Church of Christ, 
3630 N ."E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Sarasota- Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
7 p.m. Call 883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, minister. to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m .• 6 p.m.. Wed. Christ, 4300 N. AM Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
883-5232. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Amott Lowder, 

minister. 
San Lorenzo- 977 Grant Ave. at Washington, Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 
p.m., (415) 276-4693, Joe Gilmore, minister. 
Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation - Georgia -
Lectureship. 

San Mateo- 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Drive., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Noah 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor or Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 
West Coast Firm Foundlllion Lectureship. 1-285) 

-Pennsylvania -

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bob Eddy, minister. (215) 
326-4028. Home or Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Firm Foundlllion Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -

Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. Byron- 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N- 2 mi. to building. Camper Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 

-Indiana-
C central 

BURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Colorado- -Michigan-

-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9:00, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foundlllion 
Lectureship. 

Memphis- Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 4400 
Craig - Church of Christ, comer of Yampa and Harrison- Fu Street Church of Christ. Preaching Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m.. Wed. 6 p.m. the whole counsel of God. Mark Turok, minister 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, 
824-2630. Melvin Elliott, minister, 824-7040 (517) 539-5561. minister, (901) 366-0617. 
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Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 nonh of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles nonh of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

- Texas-

Abilene - Eastside Church of Christ, 805 N.Judge 
Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is 
our pattern. 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 3 12 Pearl 
St., 7620 1. (8 17) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (7 13) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Nonhcast Church of Chris t, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (71 3) 35 1-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit o ff 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum cast. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood- Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 7753 1. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

Snn Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11 026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (2 10) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. 

- Virginia -

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, mini ster. 
(703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St.. 24073. Sun. 10, I 1 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender. minister. (703) 382-
7777. 

Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. V2 mile S. 1-8 1 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, II a.m .. 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee. evange list. (703) 637-
4244: (703) 223-1787 0 

-Wyoming-

Sheridan - Nonhside Church of Christ, 555 N. 
Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a. m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, 
672-3097. 

Advertising in this sect ion is $2.00 per l ine per month T his section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church
re lated ma!!er is accepted in keeping w ith the publisher's standards. Send all 
correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad D epartment, P.O. B ox 210876, Bedford, TX 
76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired 
month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Wanted: Associate/Youth minister with song leading 
capabili tie s for congregation of 500. Prefer 
experience, married, under 35. Send resume to: 
Elders, East Wood St. Church of Christ, 800 East 
Wood St., Paris, TN 38242, (901) 6-12-2861. 

The church in Manitowoc, WS, a self- supponi ng 
group of 45 members, is in need of a minister. Please 
send resume, photo, and audio tape to Church of 
Christ, I 109 N. 17th St.. Manitowoc, WS 54220 or 
call (4 14) 682-748 1. 

Wanted: Full-Lime evangelist to serve a smaller, well
established congregation in the Independence, MO 
area. 40 members anxious to grow in number and 
strength. 4-BD house and utilities provided; modest 
salary with option to work 3t local preaching school. 
Send resumes to Church of Christ, 9507 Winner 
Rd., P.O. Box 7846, Independence. MO 64053. 
Att enti on: Se lect ion Commi tt ee. For further 
infonnation call (8 16) 252-9557 and leave a message. 

Preacher wanted with minimum of 5- l 0 years 
experience. Congregation o f 60 plus without elders 
but men with excellent potential; full suppon; 
fast-growing community. Send resume and 
references to Dennis Mcintosh, P.O. Box 662. 
Farmington, MO 63640. 

For Sale 
Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2.000 interest ing, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must fo r every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible c lasses for a ll ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of New 
Testament Christianity. Order by sending S I I .50 to 
Theo-Mcd Publishers, Box 1483, Colton. CA 92324. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: The Curren/ 
Digression- $8.00- postpaid ! Shenandoah Church 
of Christ. 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-25()..1 or (2 10) 696-5532. Multiple orders sent 
and billed. (For reprint of 1990 RDTIV: General 
Hennenewics, contact National Christian Pr~ss.) 

Home Schooling: 71re Righr Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbac h Rd., San 
Antonio,TX 78230. Free samples: ''The Home Train" 
newsletter. 

Ex perienced mini ster to work with the North Miscellaneous 
Lexi ngton Church of Christ, Lexington, Ky. an 

established congregation with approx. 125 members Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
and average Sunday a.m. attendance of 170- 190. _ an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Duties include regular pulpit preaching, assisting in Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1 475. 
organizing NLCC's annual Cane Ridge Restoration 
Lectureship, directing Vac:nion Bible School, and The "Basic Bible" Evangelistic Ssystem. An 
periodic teaching adult Sunday school classes. Salary easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
and other benefits are negotiable. Send resum~. evangelistic home Bible studies by ten-fold or more 
references, and sermon video by March I, 1994, to in your congregation. Elders or church leaders write 
minister Search Committee, Nonh Lexington Church for free inf om1ation to: Dan Lyle, 5916 Vandegrift 
of Christ, 549 Parkside Drive, Lexington, KY 40505. Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

-Advertising Policy-
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout lor advertisements. 

We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a 
matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

The Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost lor this is 
$50 lor a lull page, $35for a hall-page, $20 lor anything under a hall-page. This is in addition 
to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have it, but please under
stand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the 
layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted lor approval. Thank you! 
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More than 40,000 from 20 states have attended our Gospel 
Sing Songs 'Till Midnight and sung these great songs in the 
Church Gospel Songs & Hymns. These songbooks have been 
used at Gospel Sing Songs 'Till Midnight for many years. 

· Dr. E. Claude Gardner 
President Emeritus, 
Freed-Hardeman 
University 

We are thankful for these 
wonderful books (2,500 
in Loyd Auditorium). In 
my judgment, Church 
Gospel Songs & Hymns 
is the best of the books 
now being used in our 
brotherhood. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 

Paul Epps: It is my 
personal belief that it is 
one of the most complete 
songbooks ever published. 
It should bring forth a great 
interest for congregational 
and special song services. 
It has a collection of well
loved hymns and songs, 
as well as many new 
singable songs written by 
our brethren. I recommend 
the book very highly. 

Other commendations to follow. 

Order from 
Central Printers & Publishers 

P.O. Box 1456 
West Monroe, LA 71294 

(800) 551·5030 (except Lo.) (318) 396·6123 

SET OF 4 STEREO CASSETTES- 170 SONGS 
By choruses, quartets, special groups and 

congregations 
For learning new songs and for edification and 

enjoyment 
Catalo ue price - $34.95 

Easy to read · spiral bound 
Catalogue price- S19.95 

Bulk Rate 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Dall3s, TX 

Pem1it No.I 863 
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Our Colleges 
By Steve Miller 

I n the February 21, 1946, issue of the Gospel 
Advocate, editor B.C. Goodpasture presented 
the readers with an article entitled "Our Col

leges." It was written by H. Leo Boles on February 
6, the day before he passed away. Brother Goodpas
ture included an editor's note which read: 

He had spent nearly a third of a century in 
serving one of 'our colleges,' as teacher, presi
dent, and member of the board of trustees. He 
well knew the problems which confront all in
stitutions in which the Bible is taught. Here he 
seemed to peer into the future long enough to 
see and warn against new dangers in the way 
of Christian colleges. This article should be 
read and reread by all who are interested in 
Christian education. 

Brother Goodpasture made a correct assessment 
of brother Boles' predictions concerning our Chris
tian colleges. 

It is interesting that the last article to come from 
the pen of H. Leo Boles, a Restoration giant, is one 
of warning about the direction of our Christian col
leges. We want to notice several points that brother 
Boles made in that 1946 article: 

Our colleges have been founded and devel
oped among us within the last half century. No 
one will attempt to estimate the good that has 
been done. They were founded and began their 
operation for the express purpose of educating 
our boys and girls. 

After discussing the purpose for Christian edu
cation, he reflected upon the establishment of 
Bethany College and how it prospered for a time, 
then began to drift, and eventually was lost to 
"worldliness and infidelity." Referring to the Chris
tian Church, he states, "It is a known fact that there 
is not a college among the digressive element that is 
sound today. Many of them are openly teaching 
'modernism' and denying the inspiration of the 
Bible." Boles went on to mention "the churches of 
Christ today have the example of the colleges in the 
'Christian Church' as a warning." Colleges such as 
Bethany College and the College of the Bible were 
examples of how colleges that were once faithful to 
the Bible had digressed into modernism and liberal
Ism. 

Concluding the first section of his article, 
brother Boles wrote, "No college among us should 
become offended at any warning given - in fact, it 
should rejoice in the interest that one has, in the 
cause of Christ to sound a note of warning." This 
particular point needs to be given much attention 
today. Many examples could be given where faith
ful Christians have questioned certain actions, 
teaching, decisions, and directions of the Christian 
colleges, and, in turn, the colleges take offense 
without listening - ignoring the warnings. 

With the end of World War II, colleges and 
(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Fables 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T here is a strong tendency among hu
mans of spinning yarns instead of tell
ing truth. Paul warned Timothy and Ti

tus to stay away from fictions and hold to facts 
(1 Tim. 1:4; 4:7; 2 Tim. 4:4; Titus 1:14). The 
apostle Peter declared that "we have not fol
lowed cunningly devised fables, when we 
made known unto you the power and coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty" 
(2 Pet. 1:16). 

The word translated fables in the New Testament means "an 
invention." According to Vine, "It is to be contrasted with truth, 
and with a narrative purporting to set forth facts." Paul tells 
Timothy and Titus to avoid fables and keep a firm grip on truth. 

It is an unhappy turn of events that some in the church are 
promoting and profiting from making up stories about Bible 
characters. Ruble Shelly in his book, What Child Is This?, and 
Max Lucado in virtually every one of his books tell some fabu
lous things about Jesus and the apostles. Their fantastic ram
bling is unbridled imagination. Brother Shelly gives a lengthy 
description of Joseph's nervous agony when he learns of Mary's 
pregnancy. He even tells us about Joseph's early training. 
Brother Lucado favors us with information about what the inn
keeper said to his wife when he came back in the house after 
renting the stable to a young man from Nazareth and his expect
ant bride. 

Where do these brethren get all this inside dope? Who in
structed them in such intimate things as the pillow talk of the 
innkeeper and the private thoughts of Joseph? This is the very 
stuff Paul had in mind when he told two young preachers to 
"refuse profane and old wives fables." Profane, in this verse, 
does not mean vulgar but polluted or defiled. It means crossing 
the threshold from hallowed to unhallowed. A synonym for 
Paul's "old wives fables" is "shallow." Profane-old-wives-fables 
have about the same value as modern-day TV soap-operas or the 
romance novels that titillate women who live in a fantasy world. 
It has more to do with daydreams and Disneyland than with seri
ous Bible study and interest in eternity. It is disturbing that 



grown men could bring themselves to ventilate such absurdities, 
but it is more alarming that other grown men think it is cute and 
accept it - even applaud it. 

Albert Barnes, commenting on 1 Timothy 1 :4, makes these 
penetrating observations on the word translated "fables": 

These were composed of frivolous and unfounded stories, 
which they regarded as of great importance, and which they 
seem to have desired to incorporate with the teachings of 
Christianity. Paul, who had been brought up amongst these 
superstitions, saw at once how they would tend to draw off the 
mind from the truth, and would corrupt the true religion. One 
of the most successful arts of the adversary of souls has been 
to mingle fable with truth; and when he cannot overthrow the 
truth by direct opposition, to neutralize it by mingling with it 
much that is false and frivolous. 

The powerful apostle advises the saints to pay no attention to 
fables and to "refuse" them as unworthy of one's time. Still, hu
mans are foolish and, heedless of solemn warnings, run after 
emotional fabrications. Tear-jerking novels command more at
tention than gospel truth. 

Burton Coffman in his commentary on 1 Timothy quotes 
Ronald A Ward as having said, "Invented stories and untrue 
fables have no place in Christian proclamation. The faith is 
rooted in history." 

Brother Coffman then says: 
How much of the lore regarding the so-called canonization of 
the 'saints' of the church is pure fable? For example, take the 
tale regarding St. Patrick who was said to have died in Ire
land; but he was so beloved that his friends would not bury 
him; and on the fourth day his body swelled up, burst, and 
emitted profusely the most marvellous perfume men had ever 
smelled! 

The Ante-Nicene Fathers tell all kinds of farfetched things 
about the early life of Jesus. They were not content with the si
lence of gospel writers and invented spurious tales about the boy 
Jesus. One writer tells of how the son of Joseph, in the carpenter 
shop, saw clay pigeons sitting on a windowsill. As he toddled by 
the ceramic creatures Jesus said, "Shoo!" and the clay pigeons 
flew away! 

What harm does it do? If Lucado and Shelly want to entertain 
the sentimental with bogus inventions of dubious value, who 
cares? If "old wives" want to revel in made-up nonsense, so 
what? It helps to pass the time and does not require much effort. 
It's like eating lettuce or warm-water soup- not much nourish
ment, but where's the rub? 

The problem is that all such nonsense discredits inspired writ
ers and leans toward skepticism. When good people are pre
sumed upon, they turn away. Careless palaver can make unbe
lievers out of the gullible. Therefore, Paul says, "Neither give 



heed to fables and endless genealogies, which min
ister questions, rather than godly edifying which is 
in faith." 

Part of the problem is mysticism. It is disruptive 
and distasteful and dumb. According to one re
spected theologian, mysticism is descriptive of 
"those who ignore or reject the guidance of the 
Scriptures, and assume to be led by an inward di
vine influence into the knowledge and obedience of 
the truth." Mysticism, according to Leon Stein, is 
"sentimentality taken seriously." 

Mysticism is the delusion that the naked human 
spirit can strike against the eternal Spirit. That 
somehow, someway mortals can look upon the es
sence and radiance of the invisible God. It pro
claims that mortals can have direct correspondence 
with the immortal. Mysticism is the delusion that 
the limited can comprehend and transcend the un
limited ... that humans can encounter the superhu
man immediately and be transformed ... that man 
can assume the God nature ... that the creature is 
the creator ... that man is wiser than God. It has 
done untold damage since Calvary. 

Quakers and Shakers claim an immediate con
nection of heavenly knowledge and divine life from 
God to the soul, independent of the scriptures. 
Charles Hodge, a widely acclaimed theologian, de
scribes evangelical mystics, the forerunners of the 
Quakers: 

They held that the 'beatific vision of God,' 
the intuition of his glory, which belongs to 
heaven, is attainable in this world and attain
able by abstraction, ecstatic apprehension, or 
passive reception, but that the soul becomes 
one with God, if not in substance, yet in 
life(Systematic Theology, Vol. I, p. 79). 

It comes down to the superstition that knowl
edge of the unknowable descends upon the mystic 
in some indescribable, electric flash. They seek this 
super-knowledge by transcendental meditation or 
by strange vibrations or by profound silence, called 
quietism. To put it bluntly, they just get knowledge 
out of the air, and are assured they have become 
partakers in the divine nature because they quiver 
and shiver. It sounds like deconstructionism, to 
which some of our brothers are addicted. 

Maybe this is where our fable-making brothers 
are developing their insights. They are not getting 
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their information out of the Bible. Over the long 
haul, dealers in fables will reject the Bible in favor 
of a spooky encounter with "long-legged beasties 
and things that go bump in the night." 

There is no foundation in the Bible for such silli
ness. No inspired writer ever proposed such or rec
ommended it to his readers. The mystical principle 
of immediate revelation of truth leads to neglect of 
the Bible, which alone is the source of spiritual life. 
The gospel is the power of God to save. 

Paul told Timothy, "Have nothing to do with 
godless and silly myths. Train yourself in godli
ness" (1 Tim. 4:7 RSV). The garish claim of suck
ing out of the ozone information that clarifies the 
Bible and edifies the saints is not only wrong, it is 
dangerous. We run the risk of implying that what 
inspired men put on paper is the same in meaning 
and content as what present-day pretenders are 
cranking out as illumination for the sacred text. 
This discredits divine revelation. Sacred historians 
were not fictional novelists. 

"The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a 
dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my 
word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? 
saith the LORD" (Jer. 23:28). 11815 Doubletree 
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Our Colleges 
(continued from page 1) 

universities all over the country were investigating 
ways of expanding their services to accommodate 
the returning veterans. Brother Boles wrote of "ex
pansion programs." He stated, "There is not a col
lege among us but that has its 'expansion program.' 
This is no criticism; it is the statement of a fact." 

Because of "expansion," brother Boles went on 
to write: 

Moreover, colleges are taking a firmer grasp 
on the public. Our colleges are getting a larger 
and firmer grasp on the churches or congrega
tions. Within another generation the member
ship of all of the churches will be college
trained, or under the influence of some col
lege. The preachers will be college-trained. 
There will be but few congregations which 
do not have a full-time preacher, and he will 
have been trained in some college. The young 
preachers will go out from the colleges with 
the stamp and brand of the college that sent 
them out. It will be fearful if the colleges do 
not remain loyal to the book of God. 

The editor of the Spiritual Sword, Alan E. High-
ers, has written: 

Through their influence on young people, the 
colleges also have an effect upon the church. It 
is not a question of whether this should be the 
case, or whether we approve. It is a fact. Those 
who attend preacher schools, colleges, and 
universities operated by Christians, often be
come the elders, deacons, preachers, teachers, 
and leaders in congregations wherever they 
go. Therefore, like it or not, the educational 
institutions are a force for either good or evil 
upon the churches (Vol. 22, No. 4. July 1991, 
p. 40) 

H. Leo Boles listed several colleges among the 
churches of Christ, stating that we need "to con
sider the fearful responsibilities that rest upon the 
heads of 'our colleges.'" He mentioned the plans to 
open Florida Christian College headed by L.R. Wil
son; David Lipscomb College with Athens Clay 
Pullias as president; Freed-Hardeman College with 
N.B. Hardeman as president; Harding College 
headed by George S. Benson; Abilene Christian 

College with Don Morris as president; and George 
Pepperdine College. 

Brother Boles made a sobering prediction: 
The next generation of preachers of the gospel 
will come from these colleges. If the colleges 
are not kept loyal to the truth and faithful to 
the Book, the preachers will go out from them 
with a wavering faith; they will be unsound in 
doctrine and unfaithful to the Bible. As are the 
preachers, so will be the churches. The col
leges mentioned above will have a powerful 
influence on the churches of Christ. 

If colleges are not faithful to the Bible, then the 
whole purpose for their existence has been de
stroyed. Alan Highers has also noticed this nega
tive aspect of our schools: 

If we have modernistic teachers in the schools, 
we will soon have modernistic preachers in 
the pulpits. If we have doctrinal compromises 
at college lectureships, we will soon have 
doctrinal compromises in congregational ac
tivities. If our young people drink at poi
soned wells, they will soon become weak and 
sickly in their spiritual convictions. The good 
schools can do when they are on the right 
track is dwarfed by the harm they can do if 
they go astray (p. 40). 

Brother J.E. Choate has written that the apostasy 
we are seeing today in our schools was started a 
few years after H. Leo Boles made his prediction: 

The liberal element in the churches of Christ 
would wait until the end of World War II to 
start their invasion of the churches of Christ. 
Increasing numbers were attending the leading 
seminaries in the nation. Some with liberal 
persuasions infiltrated the Bible and science 
departments of Christian colleges. Some 
showed their hands early on and were forced 
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to leave. Some stayed on by walking a narrow 
dividing line. The number of those of the lib
eral persuasion have increased dramatically in 
recent years .. Some protected by a tenure status 
express their views openly and are no doubt 
supported by an equally liberal administration 
in some cases (Yokefellow, Vol. 20, No. 6. June 
17, 1993). 

H. Leo Boles was concerned about the future 
direction of our colleges at the time of his death. As 
a former college student, president, teacher, and 
trustee, with knowledge of what happened in the 
Restoration Movement in the late 19th century, 
brother Boles was well-qualified to voice some con
cerns and warnings about our Christian colleges. 

Near the end of the article, he speaks words of 
caution and warning to the college presidents: 

The heads of these colleges ought to appreci
ate the fearful responsibilities that rest upon 
them. These responsibilities are so great that, 
if keenly felt, will keep them humble in the 
fear of God. No one of these presidents should 
play the part of a politician; they should not 
seek to glorify themselves, but should seek to 
measure up to their responsibilities as heads of 
colleges. They should call to their help heads 
of departments who will cooperate with them 
in meeting the responsibilities that rest upon 
the colleges. Like Esther in the Old Testament 
times, who knows but that each one of the 
presidents of the colleges has been called un
der God to meet the emergencies of the times? 
Should any one of these presidents seek his 
own glory and not the glory of God, should he 
play the part of a politician, it will be reflected 
in the training that the students receive. 

The following quote from brother Boles corre
sponds with the thought and fears of faithful Chris
tians who are aware of the power that Christian col
leges hold on the churches of Christ: 

6 

The writer trembles at the thought of the 
mighty power and influence of these colleges 
upon the churches. If it is abused or misused, 
woeful will be the consequences. Not only the 
preachers will be modified by such evil influ
ences and in turn the churches feel the deflect
ing influence, but the eternal destiny of many 
will be undermined. These college presidents 
must know their powerful influence acquired 
by the position which they now have. May 
God help them to be faithful and true to their 
responsibilities. 
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A leader in the church in 1946 understood the 
need of Christian colleges to be careful and exam
ine their direction. This warning has not been given 
the hearing it deserves. 

Brethren, let us remember that the college is not 
the church! We are to be faithful to Christ and his 
body, which is the church (Gal. 3:27; Eph. 1:22-23; 
Col. 1:18). Christ is going to save us, not the col
leges. We must be faithful to Jesus Christ because 
he is the founder of the church of Christ. He is not 
the author of a college but "the author and fmisher 
of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 
12:2). 9874 Knowlton Rd. 

Garrettsville, OH 44231 
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God and Country 
In the January 1994 issue of the Firm 

Foundation the lead article was written by 
Clarence E. Hall, an educator of distinction. 
He expressed concern about the inroads of 
secular humanism in our society. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote: "Can the liberties 
of a nation be secure when we have removed 
the conviction that these liberties are the gift of 
God? I tremble for my country when I reflect 
that God is just, and that his justice cannot 
sleep forever." 

A healthy interest was expressed in the sug
gestion that brother Hall and a staff of his se
lection be sent to Washington D.C. as mission
aries of the church representing the Bible in 
the nation's capital. We need strong voices 
speaking to national leaders about the just 
claims of Jesus and the need for righteousness 
in our land. The alternative may be to sink 
deeper and deeper into decadence and be over
taken by catastrophe. 

If you are interested please contact brother 
Hall at once at 

2107 Cedardale Ave. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70805-2810 
or call him at (504) 344-6519. 

Righteousness exalts a nation. Sin is a disgrace. 



The Passing of a Generation 
By Carl B. Garner 

I am afraid that one day we are going to wake 
up and discover just how valuable they have 
been, and the impact they have had on our 

whole nation. But by then they will all be gone. Re
cent months and years have seen the passing of al
most an entire generation of people. Of course, that 
is the way life is, and we are not surprised at the 
passing of the generations, but there is something 
unique about this one. This generation - my par
ents and their peers - has shown qualities and had 
experiences that will not likely be seen again. And 
those qualities, as they vanish from our presence, 
will be missed by all of us, even if we don't have 
the good sense to realize it. 

This is a generation that saw a Great Depression 
blossom in their youth, only to see it end in a tragic 
World War. This generation survived the threat of 
ravaging diseases, nuclear holocaust, and financial 
doom. They saw the development of great scientific 
advances in transportation, communication, medi
cine, and warfare and oppression. They heard 
promises of "a chicken in every pot" and a "Great 
Society" only to discover the emptiness of too 
many of those promises. They saw man bring suf
fering upon himself by crime, alcohol, violence, 
and ethical weakness. They saw a world turn from 
God to gold to pleasure and to self-destruction. 
They made mistakes, but they learned from them. 

And they worked! My generation may never 
know what downright hard work really is - not 
like they worked - cotton fields and coal mines, 
foundries and railroad yards, factories and farms. 
The "work ethic" lived in that generation because 
of necessity and determination and survival and 
character. And a land of bountiful production re
sulted. Sociologists are even now discovering and 
writing about the value of a similar attitude toward 
work and industry in our own time. 

What will it be like without them? Will their 
character and work attitudes survive? Or will a 

"me-first" generation succeed them, demanding 
more privileges and rights, while offering less and 
less in exchange? Unfortunately, the present signs 
do not look promising. 

What will be the consequences of their passing 
upon the Lord's church? They usually learned 
God's Word at the feet of self-taught and self-sup
ported preachers. They studied the Book for them
selves, and taught their families, their friends, and 
their neighbors that same truth they had learned. 
They taught their Bible classes after having plowed 
the fields, mended the fences, and after having 
washed and ironed loads of clothes. They warned 
against the danger of "drifting" back to the world, 
and they resolved not to allow worldliness and 
weakness to take the church into apostasy. As 
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elders they pastored the flock, and as deacons they 
served. As mothers and wives, they lovingly cared 
for their families, often in the shadow of hardship 
and a poverty that would have destroyed many in 
my generation. They wanted to be God's people 
and were willing to do God's will in God's way. We 
cannot afford to lose sight of that influence! 

We had better hope and work and pray that these 
qualities do not die with that generation. The 
church - and every member of the church -
needs those qualities now as much as ever: hard 
work, courage, humility, endurance, vigilance, 
study, dedication, persistence, selflessness, gener
osity, service. With those traits we can overcome 
any of Satan's opposition. Without them, we are not 
the Lord's people. 

To say "thanks" to a generation of people is not 
nearly enough! And yet, we owe them at least that 
much. We offer our deepest appreciation to every 
one of you- for surviving and for teaching us how 
to survive and to overcome. To those who have 
passed on, and to those who are still with us, we 
express our heart-felt gratitude and promise that 
your accomplishments will not soon be forgotten. 

"For he established a testimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a law in Israel, which He commanded 
our fathers, that they should make them known to 
their children; that the generation to come might 
know them, even the children which should be 
born; who should arise and declare them to their 
children" (Psa. 78:5-6). P.O. Box 1 

Dripping Springs, TX 78620 
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2000 Years of Changing Church Dogma: 
Catholic to Protestant 1 

By J. E. Choate 

T he clamor for church change is much bruited 
about by a small and influential group of lib
eral brethren. They seek to undermine confi

dence in the viability of the long-established con
servative churches of Christ. Jubilee speakers and 
the editors of Wineskins do not disguise their con
tempt for the conservative churches. A recent edito
rial in the Christian Chronicle, of all places, puts 
the elderships of the conservative churches under 
harsh attack. We are embarrassed before the general 
public by our liberal pundits who proclaim that the 
churches of Christ must change or perish. 

This ambitious article proposes to highlight the 
chronological development of Christian doctrine in 
the Christian church since the end of the Apostolic 
Period with later emphasis directed to the history of 
the Restoration Movement. This writer claims a 
modest command of the facts in church history, 
Christian doctrine, and theology based upon univer
sity graduate studies in the area. This is also 
undergirded by a lifetime of concentrated research 
as those who know me best will testify. 
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The political and social history of Western civili
zation is divided into four major time periods: the 
Ancient Period (? B.C.-A.D. 500): the Medieval 
Period (A.D. 500-1350) the Renaissance (1350-
1650); and the Modern Period. 

The time divisions of 2000 years of church his
tory fall into much the same chronological time di
visions: The Post-Apostolic church (A.D. 100-A.D. 
476), the Medieval Roman Catholic Church (590-
1517); the Reformation churches (1517-1750); and 
the Modern period. 

The word catholic means "world wide." The 
church in the Post-Apostolic period is referred to as 
the "old" Catholic church, which carries the idea of 
the existence of the church within the Roman em
pire which fell in 476. The Roman Catholic Church 
brings to mind the Roman Pope, the hierarchy of 
bishops and the Seven Sacraments administered by 
the clergy. Although Leo I ( 440-461) maintained 
the principles of the Roman papal rights, it was not 
until the papacy of Gregory I (540-604) that the 
supremacy of the Roman Pope over the whole 



church was acknowledged. He summed up the 
teachings of the Church Fathers so well that his 
books remained the text for spiritual matters 
throughout the Middle Ages. 

The term dogma is a formal expression of a doc
trinal position held by the church at large. It is a his
torical fact that a church is identified by the fixed 
dogmas which are embraced. 

The Church Fathers 

T he name, Fathers, is identified with the 
church spokesmen whose writings provide 
the information of the early church in the sec

ond and third centuries and into the fourth century. 
The Apostolic Fathers (A.D. 100-200) flourished 

in the second century. Their writings mirror their 
common faith in God the Father, Christ the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit which were preserved in the baptis
mal formula. These churchmen were living in an 
age back to back with the apostles. 

The Apologists also flourished in the second 
century. This was the age of the Christian martyrs. 
They were the champions of the Christian faith who 
defended the Christians against all kinds of defam
ing slander such as incest and cannibalism. 

The Antignostic Fathers were the foes of Greek 
philosophies, and especially gnosticism, which 
challenged the Christian faith. The names of 
Irenaeus and Tertullian come readily to mind. In 
their writing, we become familiar with the formula
tions of the common faith of the church. Their writ
ings dominated the last of the third and into the 
fourth century. 

The Alexandrine Fathers also dominated the 
same general period. Their influence marked the 
conquest of the Christian faith over what remained 
of the philosophies of the time. 

Augustine: Bridges the Ancient 
and Medieval Church 

A ugustine was living in the most favorable of 
times for the conquest of the church from its 
foes within and without. This is said even at 

the time when Augustine was lying on his deathbed, 
and the barbarian Vandals were at the gates of his 
city. The Edict of Toleration (311) had ended the 
terror of Christian martyrdoms. The Nicean Council 
of 325 signaled the growing influence of the church 
throughout the Roman empire. 

Augustine is reputed to be the greatest theolo
gian between Paul and Martin Luther. Augustinian 
theology would dominate the development of 
Christian doctrine through subsequent ages in both 
Catholic and Protestant churches. Roman Catholic 
dogma emerged largely from the influence of his 
writings, e. g., the doctrines of the original sin, the 
total depravity of man including infants, predesti
nation, "irresistible grace," the concepts of the con
fessional and purgatory, the deliverance from the 
original sin through baptism which included in
fants. Although Augustine did not provide a doctri
nal system, his thought is profoundly interwoven in 
his ideas on sin, grace, and predestination. No one 
theologian possessed the "whole" of Augustinian 
thought but all lived upon the fragments of his 
spirit, from which each understood and appropri
ated what he deemed suitable to his own wants. 

The Roman Catholic Church 

The Catholic dogma did not burst full-blown 
from the head of any one theologian. The 
groundwork for the same was laid in the 

early centuries. However, the Roman Catholic 
Church had taken on the religious forms by the be
ginning of the seventh century which would en
dure. And in order to understand this fact, the his
tory of Catholic doctrine begins with Pope Gregory 
I (A.D. 604). 

The doctrine of papal supremacy was in place. 
The "Seven Sacraments" were adequately formu-
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lated. He addressed the doctrine of the original sin 
and all this entailed. He taught that the meritorious 
journey to salvation began with baptism which in
cluded infant baptism. Gregory was Catholic ortho
dox to the core. His writings on religious matters 
became the textbook on Christian doctrine for a 
thousand years. 

The formal organization of Roman Catholic 
Church doctrine would not be formulated until the 
Council of Trent (1545-1563). The Council of Trent 
did not arise out of academics. The Lutheran Refor
mation shook the Roman Catholic Church from the 
papal "head" to the Pope's "big toe." The ecclesias
tical reforms in the Catholic Church were forced by 
the Reformation. Martin Luther possessed a reli
gious genius equal to that of Gregory. The Council 
of Trent addressed the doctrines; the Papal of
fice, the Seven Sacraments, the original sin, justifi
cation, the church, etc. The Council preserved in
tact the Christianity of the Middle Ages. Nothing of 
importance was overlooked. Protestant dogma was 
branded in its entirety as heresy. 

A Declaration of Intent 

T he articles I have in mind for this series ad
dress far more than a parade of Christian doc
trines filtered through the minds of August

ine, Gregory I, Martin Luther, John Calvin, and Al
exander Campbell. Renaissance humanism and the 
Protestant Reformation will be addressed in the 
next article. We shall follow the great minds - the 
men who were the makers and movers in the reli
gious and secular revolutions of the 14th, 15th, and 
16th centuries. The Catholic Church was brought to 
its knees by its excesses and corrupt nature. 

Some of the religious darkness was pierced by 
the writings of such religious humanists as Erasmus 
and Sir Thomas Moore. The monumental achieve
ments of Martin Luther and John Calvin will en
dure. They belong in an equal class with Augustine. 

Against this backdrop of religious giants, we are 
being subjected to the religious prattle of our "New 
Age" liberal church brethren. They tell us of new 
and profound changes that the conservative 
churches must make to stave off extinction. They 
envision women preachers, women song leaders, 
and women teachers except in the "plenary" ses
sions of the church. 
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Open membership with the denominations is ad
vocated. Baptism is no longer regarded as neces
sary to salvation. Instrumental music is no longer 
an issue. The Lord's Supper becomes an occasion 
for an inane religious spectacle. Churches services 
are open to testifying, shouting, dancing in the 
aisles, hand clapping, arm waving, foot stomping, 
boisterous "Amening," and far more. A demeaning 
of the conservative churches is a favorite pastime. 

Such are our liberal brethren with their over
weening piety who stand in the pulpits of churches 
built by their forebears who would be ashamed of 
them were they still around. Shall we abandon the 
"old paths" and follow the lead of these modem day 
"Rehoboams"? Shall we abandon Scripture to ac
cept the "new hermeneutic" which makes mockery 
out of the New Testament pattern of the apostolic 
church? To the chagrin of our liberal brethren, we 
are seeing more clearly the dark images reflected 
from their theological mirrors. 3714¥2 Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 37215 
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Missionary Page 
Budget Time 

By Albert Gardner 

N early all church work is directly related to 
money. We teach on attendance which in
volves a place to meet. Often this means 

monthly payments or expenses for upkeep. We urge 
people to attend Bible classes and that means added 
expenses for materials. 

One of the most valuable tools we use to plan the 
work is the church budget. We see where we have 
been and set the course for the coming year. We 
have a goal which may not be reached, but we will 
accomplish more with a budget than without one. 

Great care should be used in making a church 
budget, for priorities are being set. All of us know 
there are fixed expenses, such as utilities, salaries, 
debt payments, and other expenses which must be 
paid. But there comes the part that is optional and 
we have a choice. Do we do something else to the 
building and grounds, or do we support a mission
ary? Do we use the money for some physical pur
pose or for the direct preaching of the gospel? 

What we spend our own money for tells what we 
consider to be important. The same is true with 
church budgets. More money than we will ever 
have available can be spent on the church building 
by upgrading, repairing, adding, or changing. The 
expense is unending. But will it save souls? 

No one wants to let the building run down and 
become an eyesore, bringing shame on the name of 
Christ. At the same time we have to remember why 
we exist. The church is not poor anymore. There is 
enough money to keep the church building respect
able and to use for evangelism at home and away 
from home. 

There are greater opportunities for evangelism 
today than we dreamed possible only a few months 
ago. Eastern Europe, Russia, India, and China are 
some of the productive places asking for the gospel. 
The door is open that has so long been closed. 

Many are going on short teaching trips to these 
places and are having outstanding results. Why not 

put money in the budget for a campaign for one of 
these places? Send your preacher for two weeks or 
a month. If he can't go, seek someone else to send. 

Some preachers have good reasons why they 
cannot move with their families to live as perma
nent missionaries, but they can go on short trips of 
a few weeks at a time. They will likely see more 
people baptized in a short time than they will in 
America in two or three years. 

The cost is not all that great for the success of the 
work. We like success, but we are duty bound to go 
whether people accept the teaching or not (Matt. 
28:19; Mark 16:15). When we go, we are doing 
what Jesus commanded, so there is no way to lose. 

It takes money to do the Lord's work. There is no 
cheap way to preach the gospel. The way the Lord 
does it is to bless his people so they will have the 
money to give to do his work. He will open up the 
windows of heaven (Mal. 3:10). "And God is able to 
make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to 
every good work" (2 Cor. 9:8). He leaves no place 
for sales, suppers, and money-making schemes. He 
blesses us, and we give as we are prospered. In this 
way we will have enough money to do the work the 
Lord expects of us. We should honor him with the 
frrstfruits of the increase (Prov. 3:9). 

The Lord expects us to be wise in the church. We 
ought to strike while the iron is hot. We must walk 
through the door while it is open, for we have no as
surance that some political change will not close the 
door. That part of the field yielding a bumper crop 
deserves our best effort and maybe the most money. 

Will you try this year, to postpone something, 
conserve at other points, or plan not to do some 
physical project, in order to increase the mission 
budget for next year? Let's do more in '94. 
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Shelbyville, KY 40065 

Fp 

March 1994 11 
Firm Foundation 



Of Serpents and Doves 
By Sara Parker 

F or decades faithful Christian parents have 
been raising their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, and a vital part of that 

Christian rearing is preparing children for the inevi
table onslaught of name-calling and criticism that 
results from being "different." 

Throughout elementary, junior, and high school, 
parents and Bible school teachers stress basic moral 
values, Bible knowledge and the fact that it is more 
important to be right than to be popular. 

Finally, young Christians are ready for college 
and as they depart for what is perhaps their first 
venture into the world alone, their parents cannot 
help but wonder if all the preaching and teaching 
has taken root. They know in their hearts that over 
the past 18 years they have cultivated a "good per
son" - a good citizen, one who does not steal or 
kill, one who has respect for elders, is decent and 
honest and knows right from wrong. 

Is that enough? 
In times past, young Christians faced taunts of 

"square," "nerd," or "goody-two-shoes" if they re
fused to drink or dance. Now they must confront far 
more serious and more vicious characterizations 
such as "bigot," "homophobe," and other unprint
able slurs. These labels are not only hurtful, they 
can actually pose a danger to academic achieve
ment under some professors, and it is under such 
weight that young shoulders tend to bow and com
promise principles. 

The question arises: How do parents and teach
ers prepare a child to be singled out of 200 students 
in a college lecture hall by a professor who is look
ing to publicly humiliate a creationist? It happens. 
How do parents ready children for the anger and 
disillusionment they will feel when they are docked 
a few points here or there for test responses that are 
not politically correct? It happens. 

The answer is that parents must ann their chil
dren for a battle - a battle for their immortal souls. 
Their weapons are not anger and hatred, but truth 
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and conviction, and they are to be wielded with 
love. Their aim should be swift and sure, guided by 
the infallible Word of God. Their motive should be 
to save, not to wound, and victory is declared over 
the death of sin, not the death of a sinner. 

We are in a fight. Ephesians 6:13-18 uses 
the metaphor of a soldier being outfitted 
for war to describe the armor we as Chris

tians should wear daily as we strive to overcome 
evil. We are fighting not only for our individual 
souls, but also for the very church of our Lord, and 
our youth are our future. In Matthew 10:16, Jesus 
tells his apostles, "Behold, I send you forth as sheep 
in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as ser
pents, and harmless as doves." Our children are 
harmless as doves, but are they wise as serpents? 
Are those "good citizens" we are packing off to col
lege - who are not promiscuous and do not drink 
and dance - equipped with the Bible knowledge to 
combat charges of bigotry and intolerance? Do they 
have the conviction to stand tall against figures of 
"authority" who would belittle them for their be
liefs? Kindness, gentleness, and love are all desir
able characteristics in a Christian that we hope and 
pray are present in our children, but it is a great dis
service to them if we do not also instill in them a 
strong sense of duty to the Word of God - a duty 
that fears no one and balks at nothing. 

I know whereof I speak. I am a 21-year-old col
lege student, and I have sat in a roomful of my 
peers - heart pounding, cheeks flushed, damp 
palm raised to the sky- "Yes, sir, I believe in the 
creation." 709 Meadow Top 
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''Did You Have Fun?'' 
By Wayne Price 

The Jackson Sun newspaper (Jackson, Tenn., 
8-28-93) carried an article about contempo
rary, non-traditional worship at a local Bap

tist church. What happened there is so very close to 
problems that we face it is alarming. The Spiritual 
Sword, Oct., 1993, described the article: 

This new Baptist congregation has decided to 
use 'modern techniques,' designed to 'reach 
the unchurched.' Instead of having a tradi
tional service, the program began with 'a 
Christian music video that entertained the con
gregation.' Those in attendance referred to the 
church as 'friendly, fun, and comfortable.' It is 
said that 'a keyboard takes the place of an or
gan; soloists, groups and vocal teams replace a 
choir.' There were 'dramatic skits and other 
visual presentations.' One couple, wearing 
shorts, said they 'felt really comfortable.' An
other member commented, 'It's very nontradi
tional, and it's a lot of fun.' 

Did you notice the emphasis on entertainment 
and fun? Who ever said that worship was to be fun? 
My dictionary defines fun as "a source of enjoyment 
or pleasure; amusing diversion: Clowns are fun." 
Worship may be enjoyable and bring pleasure to be
lievers (Paul took pleasure in ... persecutions, 2 Cor. 
12:10), but "amusing diversion"? Why should our 
minds be diverted from the very purpose for which 
we've gathered? It appears that many today are fo
cusing on the last part of the above definition. 

Since traditional worship is, in their view, so 
"bor-r-r-ing," we must spice up the worship by re
sorting to some amusing diversions. 

Worship, first and foremost, must be pleasing to 
the Lord (John 4:24); it is not for man's entertain
ment! Hearing of the use of clowns to help as a di
versionary tactic, it may be assumed that some have 
been reading the same dictionary quoted above -
"Clowns are fun," so "away with tradition and in 
with fun" seems to be the sentiment that carries the 
day. While some of our liberal brethren are speak
ing out for choirs and special music, it is interesting 
to note that the above Baptist church is getting rid 
of its choir for something that is more "fun." 

With such an insatiable desire for fun, our mod
em society might well ask about the fun involved in 
other aspects of the Christian life. Try these out: 

Jesus to his disciples, "If any man will come af
ter me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me" (Matt. 16:24). Will it be fun? 

"Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I 
stoned ... in cold and nakedness" (2 Cor. 11:25-28). 
Paul, was it fun? 

Stephen, as he was being stoned to death, "Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge" (Acts 7 :60). Ste
phen, was it fun? 

"Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. 3:12). Will it be 
fun, Paul? 

"Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this 
present world" (2 Tim. 4: 1 0). Demas, did you have 
fun? To which Demas might well respond, "Yes, 
and I did it my way." 

There is a time for every purpose under heaven: 
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to laugh 
and a time to cry; a time to be serious and a time for 
fun. The whole of life is not fun, but to "fear God 
and keep his commandments" (Eccl. 12: 13). 
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A Dialogue - 6 

Royce Money, President of Abilene Christian University 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Editor of the Firm Foundation 
(Brother Money~ position in this discussion in taken verbatim from a pamphlet entitled "Upon This 

Rock. " His strange views on Christ and the church were endorsed by ACU~ board of trustees when they 
commissioned the printing and widespread distribution of the circular. Our purpose is to help ACU adver
tise its present position, which represents a conspicuous change from its historical stand. Brother Dobbs 
understands the full measure of his risk, but is ready not only to "be bound but also to die" for the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Truth is precious- and .firm.) 

Money: We must re-discover that in our alle
giance to Christ, the bride wears the name of the 
groom. It is the husband's name that we wear, not 
the bride's. Where is our emphasis- on Christ or 
the church? 

Dobbs: The emphasis is on both Christ and the 
church. You cannot have one without the other. The 
church is the body of Jesus, and he is the head of 
the church (Eph. 1:22-23,· Col. 1:18). You cannot 
have the head without the body, nor the body with
out the head. When Saul persecuted the church he 
was persecuting Christ (Acts 9:4). This is one of the 
"rudiments of the first principles of the oracles of 
God." 

Money: The church does not save. Christ does. 
Dobbs: Denominational preachers have said 

this so often, a beginner can answer it. The church 
cannot save, but Jesus will save the church- and 
only the church (Eph. 5:23). There is no salvation 
out of the church. The church, which is the body of 
Jesus, is one (Eph. 4:4). It is fatal to belittle the 
church, seeing that Jesus died for her (Acts 20:28). 

Money: He is the head of the body and is su
preme over the church (Col. 1:18). That's not a cop
out for soft doctrine. That's not even the new her
meneutic. That's plain gospel! 

Dobbs: It is also a contradiction of everything 
else you have said. 

Money: We must realize that the enemy is Satan 

14 W.~hFound~~~! 

and not each other. There are lots of enemies, the 
main one being secularism, in my opinion. But 
what will really destroy us and take us away from 
our mission is if we decide that the real enemy is 
within our own fellowship. Surely the Lord grieves 
when we spend our energy biting and devouring 
one another while the world goes unsaved. Surely 
we will be held accountable to God for such 
neglect. 

Dobbs: My dear brother Money, who were you 
trying to shoot down in your booklet? Who were 
you biting? Paul said, "From among your 
ownselves shall men arise speaking perverse 
things. " If you think false teachers cannot come 
from within the ranks of the church, you should re-
consider its history. 

Money: We must determine what the real issues 
are regarding the role of women in the church. The 
Scriptures are clear about the leadership roles in 
church worship; male leadership, but not domi
nance; female subjection, but not repression. In 
fact, the real issue revolving around women is not 
even their role in the assembly - I just made refer
ence to that. A greater issue is how males treat fe
males all the time, not just in the assembly. 

Dobbs: That sounds like a play to the balcony. 
Do you know of anyone in the church who is con
tending that women should be mistreated? How is 
that the "real issue"? Brother Money, you have a 
professor at ACU who has publicly taught that 
women preached, with apostolic approval, on the 



first day of the week to a full assembly of the saints 
when the Lord's Supper was observed. That is the 
real issue! What say you? 

Money: It is unfortunate that our recent discus
sions have centered around the role of women in 
the assembly to the neglect of this other theme. One 
can be an advocate of the leadership of women in 
the assembly and still treat women in general and 
women in his family in particular in a rather un
christian way. 

Dobbs: Who? Or is this a strawman? 

Money: I think the Scriptures have plenty to say 
about that, and it has nothing whatsoever to do with 
who can pass communion trays or read a public 
scripture or lead a prayer or preach. 

Dobbs: Tell us, Doctor Money, do you equate 
passing the communion trays with leading prayers 
and preaching sennons? 

OtSiPO 

Money: We need to talk about the general treat
ment of females within our fellowship more than 
their degree of involvement in the leadership of the 
assembly. In my opinion, the Scriptures are clear 
that the called worship is led by men, as 1 Timothy 
2 teaches. 

Dobbs: Have you discussed this with Carroll 
Osburn, your premier professor? What correction 
will A CU make of Osburn's false teaching? 

08iPO 
Money: It is also clear to me that it is the failure 

of men to assume a proper and biblical role of lead
ership that has complicated this issue for the 
church. 

Dobbs: Do you have any examples? What may 
be clear to you may not be clear to the rest of us. Is 
this a red herring? 

Money: We must decide on the way the Scrip
ture should be interpreted. "Hermeneutics" is the 
interpretation of Scripture. It is the way we decide 
to give meaning and application to the text. Histori
cally we have relied on a rather rational approach to 
the interpretation of Scripture. I say that as a matter 
of commendation, not as condemnation. 

Simply put, the goal under what some now call 

the "old hermeneutic" is that we are to imitate in 
God's Word the direct commands or precepts and 
biblical examples and, where necessary, draw logi
cal inferences. 

All of this was to take place with a proper under
standing of the meaning of a particular passage 
within its proper context. 

Granted, the old hermeneutic of command, ex
ample, and necessary inference has been misused at 
times by us- particularly in our failure to apply it 
to the life of Christ with the same vigor we applied 
it to the epistles and especially to the doctrine of the 
church. 

However, even its occasional misuse does not 
warrant throwing the whole system of interpreta
tion out for an ill-defined "new hermeneutic" that 
may be more influenced by our modem culture than 
by serious biblical inquiry. 

Dobbs: Everything you have said so far about 
the new and old hermeneutic sounds pretty good. I 
especially like that part about an "ill-defined" new 
henneneutic. I do wonder what you had in mind 
when you asserted that we have not applied 
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hermeneutical principles to the life of Christ with 
the same vigor we applied it to the epistles and es
pecially to the doctrine of the church. Can you be 
more specific? Keep on! 

GfH1'3 

Money: As an example, is it coincidence that we 
developed a controversy about the role of women in 
the assembly about the time we developed a new 
hermeneutic? 

Dobbs: You are confusing me. What is the con
nection between the "new" hermeneutic and the 
role of women? Does the new hermeneutic teach 
that women should lead songs and prayers and 
preach sermons? Do you object to such behavior in 
the first day of the week worship of the church? 
What are you talking about? 

C.mPG 

Money: It is certainly true that you can 't bibli
cally justify the leadership role of women in the as
sembly by the use of the old hermeneutic! 

Dobbs: Good! The old hermeneutic is not to be 
condemned but commended. The old (commended) 
hermeneutic does not justify the role of women in 
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the assembly. Hey! What about those jerks who mis
treat women all the time? What about Carroll 
Osburn? Osburn thinks women should preach the 
sermon on Sunday morning. The real question -
the only question worthy of consideration - is 
what does the Bible teach? 

GfH1'3 

Money: Without a doubt, we need to be more 
Christ-centered in our interpretation of scripture. 
But does the only way to do that involve a whole
sale abandonment of our traditional ways of inter
preting scripture? I think not. 

Dobbs: What does this mean, specifically? Does 
it mean a direct, personal, confrontation with deity? 
How does this square with an old (commended) 
hermeneutic ? Please be specific in saying exactly 
how gospel preachers have failed to be Christ
centered. 

Money: All I am appealing for in this brief treat
ment of a very complex problem is some balance 
and some patience with each other. The answer to 
our dilemma lies neither in a stubborn retention of 
our old ways simply because that is the only thing 
we are used to, nor complete abandonment of the 
old ways out of frustration over its shortcomings. 

Dobbs: Good! I accept your challenge. Let's 
have a balanced, in-depth discussion of these ques
tions. A one-sided, slanted presentation is not ex
actly what the Bible writer had in mind when he 
spoke of "forebearing one another in love. " 

Cd1H'O 

Money: The old hermeneutic may not be all that 
bad; the new hermeneutic may not be all that good. 
Perhaps there is something to be learned from the 
best of both. 

Dobbs: What, brother Money, can we learn from 
an "ill-defined" new hermeneutic that is "not all 
that good"? Please point out one thing in the new 
hermeneutic that teaches us a truth we did not al
ready know. The new hermeneutic has done nothing 
but throw dust in the air. It is sad to see the presi
dent of a Christian university limping between two 
opinions. That is not leadership. "A doubleminded 
man, is unstable in all his ways. " 

(To be continued) 



(Please bear in mind the following article was printed in the Gospel Advocate in 1941. It was the work 
of a very gentle, lovable, highly respected professor at Freed-Hardeman College - he was also a brother
in-law to N.B. Hardeman. What he said then is still needed today- Dobbs.) 

Studies in the Restoration 5 
By L. L. Brigance 

L iberalism among the "Disciples" or "Chris
tian Churches," has been our theme for sev
eral articles past. We have tried to show its ori

gin, development, and final consequences. It was 
this spirit of liberalism that led to the great schism 
in the ranks of the Restoration Movement. Follow
ing this major division, there were two groups
liberals and conservatives. The "Disciples," or 
"Christian Church," of course were the liberals and 
the churches of Christ the conservatives. But liber
alism became too liberal for the liberals. Some of 
them began to pull back, others continued to press 
on. A near division is the result. (Editor's comment: 
the division became a reality in 1958.) It is not yet 
open and formal and may be averted a few years 
longer, but there is now a liberal and conservative 
group among the liberals. The Christian Standard, 
which was founded to champion liberalism, now 
represents the conservatives among the liberals. 
The Christian Evangelist is the mouthpiece of the 
liberals, and the Christian Century, perhaps speaks 
for the ultra-liberals. So, then, there are two or three 
groups among the liberals, based upon different de
grees of liberalism. 

How About the Churches of Christ? 
The churches of Christ constitute the original 

conservative group in the Restoration Movement. 
Have they remained true to their strict adherence to 
the word of God? Do they still oppose both in 
theory and practice every innovation "upon the an
cient order," or have they weakened here and there? 
Perhaps no clear-cut, definite case of liberalism can 
be made out against them, yet there are evidences 
of trends in that direction. 

Attitude toward sectarianism. One of the evi
dences of a trend toward liberalism is a more toler
ant attitude toward sectarianism. To say that the 
New Testament nowhere recognizes, countenances, 

or tolerates sectarianism is to state a fact well 
known to everyone familiar with that volume. The 
Restoration Movement was a protest against sec
tarianism. The pioneer preachers and the brethren 
generally in their day condemned it in no uncertain 
terms. They fought it both publicly and privately. 
There was no compromise anywhere along the line. 
Religious debates were common. Of course it made 
enemies, it alienated friends, it divided families, it 
disturbed the community, it brought the wrath and 
rage of the sectarians against the church. The breth
ren were boycotted in business and ostracized so
cially. Speaking of the persecution of the members 
of the Brush Run church, Dr. Richardson says: 
"Misrepresentations of all kinds were freely circu
lated amongst the people; friendships were broken 
up; the ties of family relationship were weakened; 
and the discord of religious controversy invaded the 
quietude of the most secluded habitations." ''The 
opposition, however, by no means confined itself to 
private intercourse, or even to the pulpit, but mani
fested itself in business relations in the withdrawal 
of custom from members whose callings were de
pendent upon public patronage, and in slights in 
public gatherings whenever it was supposed an in
dignity might be safely offered to any member 
present." This was no indication the brethren were 
wrong, but rather that they were right, for Jesus 
said: "Think not that I am come to send peace on 
the earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For 
I am come to set a man at variance against his fa
ther, and the daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a 
man's foes shall be they of his own household" 
(Matt. 10:34-36). "Know ye not that the friendship 
of the world is enmity with God?" (James 4:4). "If I 
yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of 
Christ" (Gal. 1:10). "Woe unto you, when all men 
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shall speak well of you!" (Luke 6:26). Again: "Yea, 
and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suf
fer persecution" (2 Tim. 3:12). If we are not being 
persecuted today as in former times, it is because 
we have let up in the battle against denominational~ 
ism. And that is just what we have done. There are 
congregations among churches of Christ today that 
do not want the whole gospel preached. They want 
that part of it preached that does not condemn sec
tarians and the rest of it left off They want the 
preacher to tread softly on all controversial points. 
There are places where the church has grown nu
merically and economically. Among its members 
are men prominent in the business world. It is an 
important factor in the civic and social life of the 
community. Some members are ·elected to public 
office. All of these relationships tend to weaken its 
stand against sectarianism. To condemn it is un
popular. Consequently the church lets up in its con
demnation of denominational doctrines and prac
tices. It selects those preachers that are known to be 
"sweet-spirited." 

Attitude of the preachers. There is an old adage 
which says, "Like priest, like people." No doubt a 
strong, energetic, uncompromising preacher and 
leader can mold his congregation into almost any
thing he likes. He can lead the members to accept 
his teaching, to imitate his example, to be like him
self. On the other hand, if he is a weakling, this old 
saying will be reversed and become: "Like people, 
like priest." He will find out what the church wants 
preached, and will preach it. He will discover what 
it does not want preached, and he will not preach it. 
He is like the country school teacher a generation or 
two ago in applying for a school. He was asked 
whether he taught the earth was round or flat. He 
replied that he could teach it either way. "Which 
way do you want it?" The job-hunting and job
holding preacher, the hireling, is ready to preach it 
either way, round or flat. If the elders and- other 
leaders have some good, influential sectarian 
friends whom they caution him not to offend, he 
will put on the soft pedal and preach a "sweet-spir~ 
ited" sermon. He will not be like an old pioneer 
preacher in Middle Tennessee who was about to as
cend the pulpit one Sunday morning, when a 
brother caught him by the coattail, pulled him 
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down, and whispered in his ear: "Be careful what 
you say, now; I see General Jackson coming in at 
the door." The old preacher jerked loose, mounted 
the platform, and shouted: "Yes, and General Jack
son will go to hell just like anybody else, unless he 
obeys the gospel." Instead of "Old Hickory" being 
offended, he came around at the close of the service 
and congratulated the preacher on having the "in
testinal fortitude" to speak his convictions regard
less of persons. You have heard, perhaps, of the 
weak -kneed, spineless preacher who said timidly to 
his audience: "If you don't believe somewhat and 
repent in a measure, you will be damned to a certain 
extent. Pardon me, however, for saying so." 

There are among the churches of Christ today 
some "sweet-spirited," "soft-pedaled," "gum
booted" preachers who will not preach "the whole 
counsel of God." They preach that part of it that 
will offend neither saint nor sinner, sectarian nor in
fidel, and leave the rest of it off. It is not so much 
what they preach as it is what they do not preach. 
They leave off the very things the denominational 
world needs. They cannot say as did Paul: "I kept 
back nothing that was profitable unto you." Some 
of these "soft-soaping," compromising preachers 
recognize sectarians as Christians by calling on 
their preachers to "lead the prayer" or "dismiss the 
audience." 

These things are the beginning of liberalism 
among the churches of Christ. How far will it go? 

L . L. Brigance, deceased. 
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Accept Alternative Lifestyle? 
By L. Kevin Vick 

T he influence of homosexual advocates on our 
society is on the rise. The magnitude and ef
fect of this influence is increasing at an 

alarming rate. One of the major objectives of homo
sexual activism today is to gain society's accep
tance of homosexuality as a legal and acceptable 
"alternative lifestyle." 

Fortunately, a good number of people in our so
ciety have not accepted this concept and oppose 
this behavior or, at least, its public display. How
ever this opposition is gradually eroding. 

Homosexuals know their objective will not be 
achieved without a struggle. After a meeting of gay 
and lesbian community leaders with President 
Clinton onAprill6, 1993, Torie Osborne, executive 
director of the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force, said the meeting convinced the leaders "we 
have a partner in our struggle." 

Gays have resorted to various methods to attain 
their goal. 

One of these methods is to convince the public 
that homosexuals are more numerous than they are, 
and that their alternative lifestyle is prevalent in our 
society. Although misguided, the public's belief that 
this alternative lifestyle is in common practice tends 
to legitimize its existence and promote acceptance. 

Further, this ploy successfully influences elected 
officials to support the homosexual agenda in fear 
of losing the exaggerated and supposedly signifi
cant gay voting block. 

Common practice or belief never justifies ap
proval of an unacceptable activity or untrue propo
sition. An unacceptable activity or untrue proposi
tion does not become acceptable because a lot of 
people participate in the activity or believe the 
proposition. 

Contrary to their assertions, homosexuals are 
not as numerous as they would like us to believe. 
The results of a recent federally funded survey by 
the Alan Gutmacher Institute, published in the April 

21, 1993, issue of the Wall Street Journal, indicates 
only about 2.3 percent of U.S. males between the 
ages of 20 and 39 said they had participated in ho
mosexual sex in the past ten years, and only 1.1 
percent identify themselves as exclusively homo
sexual. In realty, gays are an extremely vocal mi
nority representing a very small segment of our 
population. Their alternative lifestyle is not preva
lent or legitimate, and their influence on popular 
opinion and elected officials is extremely out of 
proportion to their numbers. 

Another means used by homosexuals to obtain 
their objective is repetition. With the aid of a sym
pathetic and supportive media, they have been able 
to flood society with programs and material pro
moting their alternative lifestyle. Media attention 
has become more and more frequent in recent 
years, including everything from interviews of 
same sex couples to coverage of gay rights rallies 
and parades. 

Unfortunately, equal time is rarely afforded. 
Likewise, the television and movie industries con
stantly bombard the viewing public with homo
sexual themes and character roles promoting the al
ternative lifestyle. The federal government has used 
our tax dollars to promote homosexuality. 

Perhaps you will recall a widely publicized and 
prime example of this in the exhibition by the Na
tional Endowment for the Arts of photographs de
picting homosexual acts and other obscenities by 
Robert Maplethorpe, now deceased as a result of 
AIDS. 

The intent of this onslaught is to elicit accep
tance by familiarity through repetition. If you re
peat a lie often enough, then sooner or later, people 
will believe you. To paraphrase the British poet, Al
exander Pope: 

Evil is a monster with a hideous face; 
first we abhor, then we endure, 
finally we embrace. 
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Analogous to the cursing, vulgarity, and explicit 
sex and violence in contemporary movies, which 
would have. been shocking, unacceptable, and cen
sored in years past, homosexuality is slowly gain
ing acceptance. 

Lastly, homosexuals are striving to obtain legal 
protection for their alternative lifestyle by achiev
ing recognition as a protected class of individuals 
with special "rights" deserving protection under the 
United States Constitution and various civil rights 
statutes. 

These laws prohibit discrimination against le
gitimate minority interests based on criteria such as 
race, gender, and handicap. Each of these criteria 
spring from inborn or otherwise uncontrollable 
characteristics and the protected interests originate 
out of the self-evident truth that all people are cre
ated equal and that they are endowed by their Cre
ator with certain inalienable· rights. 

Is the homosexual alternative lifestyle an in
alienable right bestowed by God and deserving of 
legal protection? God forbid! 

Romans 1 :26-28 says homosexual behavior is 
intentional and results from ungodly lust and pas
sion for same gender sexual activity.· 

Further, homosexual conduct is no different than 
other forms of sin such as fornication, theft, or 
drunkenness. In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, the apostle 
Paul describes all of these practices as unrighteous 
and expressly condemns all participants as follows: 

Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the Kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexu
als, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunk
ards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit · 
the Kingdom of God. And such were some of 
you; but you were washed, but you·were sanc
tified, but you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of ·our 
God (NASB). 

Verse 11 is past tense, indicating the listeners no 
longer participated in these activities. This supports 
the notion that homosexuality is controllable. ~and 
abstention is possible. Gays decide whether or not 
to engage in homosexual acts. These desires must 
be resisted and suppressed just lik~ temptation to 
fornicate or steal. Our laws do not protect a 
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person's right to steal or swindle and, likewise, 
should not protect gay "rights." Homosexual be
havior constitutes intentional sin and is not a God
given right. 

Recognition of homosexual rights and the status 
of gays as a protected class of citizens would result 
in legally binding same sex marriages with exten
sion of all attendant marital interests to these 
"spouses" including, among other things, health in
surance benefits and the right to adopt children. The 
latter is particularly frightening because of its po
tential influence on future generations and likeli
hood to increase the number and proportion of 
practicing homosexuals in our society. 

The message to homosexuals should be that 
their sexual behavior is no more acceptable than 
theft, drunkenness, or fornication. All disobedience 
to the will of God is sin, and homosexual behavior 
is no different than participation in other prohibited 
activities. The temptation to engage in homosexual 
conduct may be overcome just like any other temp
tation to engage in other prohibited conduct. All of 
us are susceptible to various evil desires and temp
tations at various levels and in differing degrees 
and must "take heed lest we fall" (1 Cor. 10:12). 
With this in mind, we should have compassion and 
love. for individuals who have homosexual desires 
and do what we can to help them resist this tempta
tion and be obedient to God. 

However, gay activists are trying to convince 
our society that homosexuality is proper and ac
ceptable behavior. Acceptance of such evil is pro
gressive. It does not. happen overnight. It occurs 
one step at a time. Mr. Clinton's proposal to lift the 
ban on homosexuals in the military is just another 
step toward achieving the pro-homosexual objec
tive. Torie Osborne was quoted as saying that his 
meeting with Mr. Clinton "symbolizes the entry of 
lesbian and gay people into the mainstream of 
American life.'·' 

Christians must expose and oppose each of these 
steps (Eph. 5: 11). We can start by writing our 
elected officials and local media. The following is a 
form of the text of a letter that could be used for this 
purpose: 

I strongly oppose any legislation, execu
tive order, or ruling granting civil rights rem-



edies to homosexuals as a protected class or 
recognizing homosexual couples or groups as 
family units. 

Homosexuality must be condemned and 
prohibited and should never be supported or 
condoned by our government. Analogous to 
fornication, theft, adultery, and drunkenness, 
homosexual behavior is sinful and should not 
be practiced. Please oppose all efforts to di
rectly or indirectly legitimize homosexual be
havior by our government. 

We can also get involved in local civic projects 
and groups that may influence legislators and other 
elected officials. We must especially involve our
selves in our schools where the most harmful influ
ence can be exerted on our children. We must fer
vently pray (James 5:16). The battle is the Lord's. 

As America steps closer and closer to accepting 
and supporting the homosexual alternative lifestyle, 
how long will God's patience continue? We know 
that "with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not 
slow about his promise, as some count slowness, 
but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance" (2 Pet. 3:8-
9 NASB). 

A day of reckoning came to Sodom and Gomor
rah. Acceptance of the homosexual alternative life
style, including civil rights protection under the 
law, may seal our fate. 1800 Equitable Bldg. 

10 South Broadway 
St. Louis, MO 63102-1774 
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Living in a ''PG'' World 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

T he January 10, 1994 Houston Chronicle re
ported that movie director Oliver Stone was 
less than ecstatic upon hearing reports that 

some moviegoers, upon viewing a vtctous rape
and-torture scene, walked out of his recent movie, 
Heaven and Earth. Stone expressed disbelief that 
anyone could be so naive. "I'm amazed that Ameri
cans would be so squeamish. What wimps!" he was 
quoted as telling Entertainment Weekly. "How can 
you deny life? What we're going to get as a result 
of that is a lot of PG Jurassic Parks. We're going to 
live in a PG (bleeping) world." 

Stone and other movie moguls parade a constant 
stream of filth before the American public under the 
guise of not "deny(ing) life." But who is denying 
life? Whose life ·is being described by this cin
ematic corruption? Is it the life of any real live per
son? Most of us realize that real policemen are 
sometimes called upon to draw a firearm and shoot 
at criminals, but real policemen don't shoot, maim, 
or kill as many people in a career as the celluloid 
cops do in a single case. Most of us realize that real 
people dispose of bodily wastes, but most folks 

don't make it a habit either of disposing of such 
wastes on public display or of watching others do 
so. Most of us realize that real men and women en
gage in sexual intercourse, but, except for the most 
depraved, few transform it into a spectator sport. 
For most, it is not "life" for a stranger (or even a 
close friend for that matter) to be admitted into ei
ther bedroom or bath to observe life's most intimate 
moments! 

Now it is true that most excretion of bodily 
wastes takes place in the bathroom and most sexual 
intercourse takes place in the bedroom, from which 
some argue that, if bedrooms and bathrooms are 
going to be shown, then the conduct that takes place 
in them will have to be shown as well. Not only is 
this a non sequitur (the bedroom can be shown 
without the intercourse), it is nonsense! Not one 
single argument for the public display of private ac
tivity makes sense absent the assumption that it 
serves no purpose other than to appeal to prurient 
interests. 

Television existed for years without such dis
plays, as did movies before that. According to 
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Stone, life in a "PG" world would be hardly worth 
living. It would be, he asserted, a "bleeping world." 
Let's check his thesis by the facts. 

First, what has happened in our world since "R" 
stopped standing for Roy Rogers and started stand
ing for "Restricted"? From 1960 to 1991 the violent 
crime rate has increased from 16.1 to 7 5. 8 incidents 
per 10,000 Americans. From 1960 to 1990 the 
youth suicide rate has increased from 3.6 to 11.3 
per 100,000 youths (ages 15 to 24). From 1960 to 
1991 the divorce rate increased from 9.2 to 20.9 per 
1,000 married women. From 1972 to 1990 abor
tions increased from 12.9 percent of pregnancies to 
24.6 percent. From 1960 to 1990 children with 
single mothers increased from 8 percent to 22 per
cent of total births, children on welfare from 3.5 
percent to 11.9 percent, and births to unwed moth
ers from 5.3 percent to 28 percent of total births. 
Stone's thesis does not appear to be borne out by 
the facts. Perhaps the scene from Heaven and Earth 
was intended to show real life by demonstrating the 
contribution that such films have made to society. 
From this vantage point life in a "PG" world 
doesn't appear too bad! 
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Movie makers such as Stone attempt to justify 
their sleaze on the basis that they are merely giving 
the public what it demands. If this is correct, the 
box office (profits from ticket sales) should demon
strate it. In Hollywood vs. America, (Harper Collins 
Publishers: Zondervan, 1992), Michael Medved de
molishes that outrageous lie: 

• Consider for example, the universally 
accepted assumption that Hollywood grinds 
out so many 'R' -rated films only because 
these features make more money at the box 
office. This proposition cannot possibly sur
vive even a brief inspection of the readily 
available figures from accepted industry 
sources. 

• Looking over Variety's list of the Top 
10 box-office films of the decade of the 1980s, 
only one -Beverly Hills Cop - happened to 
be rated 'R,' even though 'R' films accounted 
for more than 60 percent of all titles released 
in this period. 

• At the same time, 'PG' films repre
sented less than 25 percent of all titles-but 
occupied six of the Top 10 places on the list of 
the decade's leading money-winners. 

• If you expand the calculations to con
sider the twenty leading titles in terms of do
mestic box-office returns between 1981 and 
1990, 55 percent were rated 'G' or 'PG'; only 
25 percent were 'R' films. 

• An analysis of all 1,010 domestic re
leases logged into the comprehensive data 
base at Robert Cain Consulting Associates be
tween 1983 and 1989 demonstrates a dramatic 
and unmistakable public preference for fam
ily-oriented material. During this period, all 
'G' films achieved a median box office gross 
of $17.3 million, while 'PG' titles earned a 
median figure of $ 13.0 million. For 'PG-13' 
releases, the numbers dipped sharply to $9.3 
million, while 'R' pictures returned an even 
more pathetic median gross of $8.3 million (p. 
287). 

Medved suggests that, in response to the 
public's box-office demonstration with its dollars of 
what it wants, Hollywood, like any good business
man, would produce more "PG" and fewer "R"
rated films. This makes sense. After all even the 
American automobile industry was smart enough to 
start building better cars because the public, by 
buying foreign cars, demonstrated that that is what 
it wanted. Hollywood was not that smart. Medved 
observes that from 1980 to 1989 the percentage of 



"R" -rated movies dramatically increased from 46 
percent to 67 percent. Giving the public what it 
wants? Hardly! 

Medved continues: 
Bringing this analysis up to date, the self

destructive pattern only repeats itself: 

In 1990, Hollywood produced more than 
four times as many 'R' films as 'G' and 'PG' 
films combined (64 percent of all titles com
pared to 14.3 percent); nevertheless, the an
nual Top 20 included the same number (seven) 
of 'PG' and 'R' titles. 

Most recently, in 1991, 'R' films com
prised 62 percent of all titles, but only 30 per
cent of the Top 20 hits; 'G' and 'PG' films, 
with 16.5 percent of total releases, represented 
40 percent of the commercial leaders. 

This means that the statistics for the last 
two years - and for the entire decade of the 
1980s- show stunningly similar results, with 
a disproportionately large number of the rela
tively rare 'G' and 'PG' films performing well 
at the box office, while a far smaller percent
age of the much more common 'R'-rated pic
tures emerge as major commercial winners. 

Taken together, the numbers since 1980 show 
that a given 'G' or 'PG' film is nearly five 
times more likely to place among the year's 
box-office leaders than an 'R' film (pp. 287-
288). 

Given these facts, who is the "wimp," as Oliver 
Stone described those who walked out on his rape
and-torture scene? Those who walked out, thereby 
demonstrating their willingness to stand up for 
what they believe? Or Oliver Stone, who makes his 
movies not to give the movie-going public what it 
wants, but who gives in to peer pressure and makes 
his movies to demonstrate to his equally perverted 
cohorts that he is part of the "in" crowd. It appears 
that Stone and his ilk are not driven by money as 
much as they are driven by lust and their desire to 
remake America in their image. The subtitle to 
Michael Medved's book describes it well: Popular 
Culture and the War on Traditional Values. It is a 
war. Those who walked out of Stone's movie took a 
step in the right direction. Who knows? Maybe we 
can make it all the way to "G." 10880 Memorial Dr. 

Houston, TX 77024 
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T he Firm Foundation continues to grow and 
receive many bouquets and a few brickbats. 
Here is a sampling from our mailbag. "Thank 

you for your courageous stand for the truth. I look 
forward to the excellent articles each month. .. . I 
appreciate so much the sacrifices you people make 
to put the paper out. ... A preacher friend of mine 
subscribed to the Firm Foundation for me a few 
weeks ago. I enjoyed reading my first copy . . . a 
wonderful informative publication .... Good work! 
Continue to do God's will .... I find the Firm Foun
dation to be the best brotherhood publication, along 
with the Spiritual Sword. ... We appreciate your 
stand for truth. ... Please remove my name from 
your mailing list." (Ahem ... Someone commented, 
"Truth hurts - not the searching after; the running 
from!") 

Announcements 
• The theme of the lectureship of the East Ten

nessee School of Preaching is Holiness- Without 
Which None Shall See God. Twenty preachers will 
present 40 lessons, March 6-9. For more informa
tion contact the school at 6608 Beaver Ridge Rd., 
Knoxville, TN 37931 or call (615) 691-7444. 

• The Elk City School of Preaching Reunion 
Lectureship will be Mar. 17-19, at the Barnes 
Church of Christ in Oklahoma City, Olda All 
speakers will be ex-students or ex-teachers of the 
school which was conducted for 12 years by W.R. 
(Bill) Craig. For more information call ( 405) 373-
1482. 

• The Forrest Park Church of Christ has released 
the news that 246 were baptized in their Central 
American Missions program in 1993. They also 
have a South American preacher-training school 
dedicated to training native men to reach their own 
people. A children's home and benevolence ware
house are under construction. Inquiries may be ad
dressed to Ray Joyner, elder, Forrest Park Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 3799, Valdosta, GA 31604-
3799, or call (912) 242-1069. 

What on Earth Is in Those Wineskins? 
• Wineskins magazine mailed a letter Nov. 30, 

1993, begging money. The letter states that the pub
lication started with a subscription list of 2,000 
names and has added an average of 600 each month 
since its inception. Wow! That comes to 15,800 
subscribers and an annual income of $236,210.00. 
The letter also says one issue of the paper costs 
$10,000 ... or $15,000 ... or $17,000. Hmmmm! 

Guzzling from Wineskins gives rise to the kind 
of silliness exhibited last April when Eddie Miller 
and the Fourth Avenue (Franklin, Tenn.) church 
threw a coffee and doughnuts, interdenominational, 
Easter sunrise service. In addition to Eddie there 
were three "reverends" on the program. 

Puts us in mind of the Irish politician, Boyle 
Roche, who once roared, "Half the lies our enemies 
tell about us aren't true." 

All About Women 

• A painting of the last supper to include the 
presence of women will be commissioned by the 
Uniting Church in Australia. The painting will be 
based on design drawings submitted by one of four 
prominent Australian artists. 

• An Australian Presbyterian minister has be
come the first in his church in this century to be 
convicted of heresy. The Rev. Dr. Peter Cameron, 
the principal of St. Andrew's College at Sydney 
University, is vowing to fight the judgment of 48 of 
his peers, who found him guilty of publicly ques
tioning the Bible by saying that women make better 
ministers than men. Cameron said men's vanity was 
behind the Australian church's 1991 vote to over
tum its 1974 decision to allow women's ordination. 

Think About It! 

• Malcolm S. Forbes Jr.: "Scholars are now cred
iting a religious revival as critical to why crime rates 
went down in late 19th century America and En
gland, despite urban upheavals brought on by the In
dustrial Revolution" (Reader~ Digest, Dec. 1993). 
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Emerging Trends 
• Princeton Religion Research Center has re

leased information that most people want to see ba
sic values taught in the public school. ... Public ap
proves of prayers at graduation ceremonies. . .. 
Young people are looking to preachers for guidance. 

David asked, "If the foundations be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?" (Psa. 11 :3). Truth, righ
teousness, justice, individual initiative, law and or
der form the basis of a nation's social fabric, and 
are rooted in biblical teaching. Religious liberals 
seek to bring down the pillars of truth. ''They know 
not, neither will they understand; they walk on in 
darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of 
course" (Psa. 82:5). When the Bible is under attack, 
the pure in heart must "contend earnestly for the 
faith once for· all delivered to the saints." Basic 
Bible doctrines must be continually restated. 

Well Said 

• Rush Limbaugh in Newsweek (Jan. 24, 1994) 
made this observation on the American public: 

26 

Americans seem to require more and more vio
lence, more ... degradation and rot to capture 
their attention. Just look at the so-called 'talk 
shows' of daytime television- the museum of 
modem American societal decay. We have 
mothers who sleep with their daughters' boy
friends, cross-dressing fathers, rape victims 
who later date their rapists. These are the 
people held up as your neighbors, your fellow 
citizens - revealing, it is claimed, 'the dark 
side of life' lurking everywhere. We are bored 
with the normal. ... It seems, we are bored with 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL 
OF PREACHING 

• Two-Year Program 
• Flfty-four Courses 
• 2,760 Clock Hours 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 
• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications Now Being Accepted 
• Call or Write for Application 

CONDUCTED BY 
KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, TN 38118 

Phone (901) 362-5139 
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the good and the decent. ... If people are fasci
nated with sexual mutilation today, what will it 
take to fascinate us tomorrow? 

• Joseph Sobran wrote: 
The Clintons have lived the New Morality 

since they played house together at Yale; they 
have cultivated feminist and gay voters; they 
have gone far beyond any previous occupants 
of the White House in legitimating abortion 
and homosexuality .... 

One result of the New Morality, unfore
seen by anybody, is the creation of a whole 
nation of voyeurs. Not everyone is swinging, 
but everyone is consuming gossip about those 
who are. Now we have a swinging president 
who has managed to upstage Michael Jackson. 

• Gary Bauer announces in Washington Watch: 
The Clinton administration is ringing in the 
new year with a series of explicit ads promot
ing condoms .... For the frrst time ever, the full 
moral prestige of the executive branch of gov
ernment ... is being thrust behind the doctrine 
that self-restraint is a joke; that latex will lead 
us all into a perpetual safe-sex playground; 
and that the government has the might and the 
right to force its message on everyone .... U.S. 
Secretary of Health Donna Shalala and Sur
geon General Joycelyn Elders regard the con
dom as the symbol ... of the great public value 
of the 1990's, 'health.' 

Bauer also points out that the Federal govern
ment, through the administrative branch, is issuing 
orders on homosexuals in the military that go 
counter to what Congress voted. He observes, ''The 
[Clinton] administration is trying to accomplish 
through bureaucratic fiat what it couldn't win in 
Congress or in the court of public opinion." 

• Oliver North wrote (Jan. 1994): 
During much of 1993, to use a political phrase, 
the American people 'took back their country' 
by exercising outrage over President Clinton's 
proposal to force open homosexuals into our 
Armed Forces. Millions of Americans flooded 
their representatives with phone calls and 
letters, urging Congress to maintain the tra
ditional character and integrity of the mil
itary. The result: Representative government 
worked. After months of hearings, the biparti
san consensus emerged that open homosexuals 
would disrupt the military. In the end, when 
Congress voted on the issue, President Clinton 
was dealt a significant setback. ... The Con
gress had radically rewritten the Clinton pro
posal, maintaining virtually all of the old 



Pentagon policy that was in effect before 
Clinton took office .... But there is a catch. In 
our system, laws have to be enforced by the 
administration. And some in the administration 
seem determined to thwart the clear intent of 
the Congress. As a result, Congress may have 
to act once again (Conservative Chronicle). 

The Ugly Side of an Ugly Thing 
• Stephen Chapman reports (Jan. 9): 

A scientist in Scotland has devised a method 
to take eggs from the ovaries of aborted fe
tuses, fertilize them, and implant them in the 
wombs of infertile women, who will proceed 
in due course to give birth. Though he has 
done it so far only with mice, the British 
Medical Association is expected to endorse 
experiments on humans soon. Even some 
people who have no qualms about abortion 
grow queasy at this potential by-product. 
George Annas, director of the Law, Medicine 
and Ethics Program at the Boston University 
medical school, calls it 'so grotesque as to be 
unbelievable.' Arthur Caplan, a University of 
Minnesota ethicist who favors the use of 
aborted fetal tissue for other medical research, 
likewise objects. But it's hard to escape the 
conclusion that this procedure is the inevitable 
result of treating abortions as morally indiffer
ent (Conservative Chronicle). 

Letter from an 8-year-old (who has more sense 
than a 47-year-old) 

• Dear Mr. President, 
I am Amy Munden. I live in Gentry, Arkansas. I 

am eight years old. I was adopted from Seoul, 
South Korea. My parents were very poor. My 
mother did not have enough milk to feed me, so 
they decided to put me up for adoption. My parents 
that I live with now wanted a little girl. But my 
Mom who adopted me couldn't have any more ba
bies, so I was adopted. I am happy my Mom in Ko
rea did not have an abortion. I am so happy to be 
alive. It makes me very sad that many mothers kill 
their babies. I know that they could have a wonder
fullife like I do. Please sign a law that would make 
the mothers stop killing their babies. If you have the 
time send me back a letter. You do not have to 
change your mind about this, but I wish you would. 

Sincerely, 
Amy Munden 

P.S. I hope I can see you sometime. 

SOUTHWEST 
Proven College Level 

Bible Education! 
"Training Men to Preach Since 1978" 

Southwest Provides a Full-Time 
Collegiate Program of Bible Education. 

SWSBS Meets 6 Hours a Day, Five Days 
Each Week. Each Student Will Take Eight 

3-Hour Classes Each Week During the Term. 
64 College Courses Are Required for Graduation. 

No Tuition! • V. A. Benefits! • Limited Scholarships. 

Our Cu"iculum Now Includes: 
Verse-by-Verse Study of the Entire English Bible 

2 Years of Expository Preaching • 2 Years of 
Greek Bible Reading • Hebrew Language 

Study • Courses in Christian Doctrine 
Bible Archaeology • Much More! · 

Southwest Guest Lecturers Include: 
Garland Elkins, Jerry Moffitt, Curtis Cates, 

Thomas B. Warren, Joe Gilmore, H.A. Dobbs, 
Robert R. Taylor Jr., Dub McClish, Roy Deaver, 

Harrell Davidson, and Other Faithful Preachers! 

Callforan Information Packet Today! 

-Joseph Meador, Director-

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca • Austin, Texas 78748 
(512) 282-2486 • (512) 282-2438 

Applications Are Now Being Accepted 
for the New 1994-1995 School Year 

Which Begins in August 1994. 
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13th Annual 
South1Nest Lectures 

-April1 0-13, 1994-

-The Boo~ of Daniel-

Saturday, Aprl/9 .................................................... Youth Day ............................................... Bill Lockwood 
Sunday, Apr/110 

9:30 a.m •••••••••.••.••.•••..•.... Combined Bible Class ••.•.••••.•.•................•..............................••.• Perry B. Cotham 
10:30 a.m .......................... God Rules in the Kingdoms of Men ..••.•..•••.•.............................. Bill Lockwood 
1 :30 p.m .......................... Discussion Forum ....................................................................... Lockwood, Cotham 
6:00 p.m .......................... Introduction to Daniel ................................................................. Paul Sain 

· 7:00 p.m .......................... The Need for Modem-Day "Daniels" .......................................... Johnny Ramsey 
Monday, Apr/111 

9:00a.m .......................... The Refutation of Premillennialism ............................................ Don Tarbet 
1 0:00 a.m .......................... The Heart of Daniel .................................................................... Tim Ayers 

................................ Ladles Class: Critical Issues Facing American Families ........... Maggie Colley 
11 :00 p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter One ................................................................... Stephen Powell 
1 :30 p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Four .................................................................. Glenn Colley 
2:30 p.m .......................... Discussion Forum ....................................................................... Ramsey, Moffitt 
3:30 p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Three ................................................................ Rick Laing 
6:30 p.m .......................... Congregational singing 
7:00p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Seven ............................................................... Jerry Moffitt 
8:00 p.m .......................... The Olivet Discourse .................................................................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Tuesday, Apr/112 
9:00 a.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Five ................................................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

10:00 a.m .......................... Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego -A Fiery Trial ................ Garrel Forehand 
................................ Ladies Class: Take Control of Stress in Your Life ..................... Maggie Colley 

11 :00 p.m .......................... Daniel and the Book of Revelation ............................................ Johnny Ramsey 
1 :30 p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Six .................................................................... Charles DiPalma 
2:30 p.m .......................... Nebuchadnezzar, God's Servant ............................................... Jerry Moffitt 
3:30 p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Two ................................................................... Dub McClish 
6:30 p.m .......................... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Eight ................................................................. Bill Lockwood 
8:00 p.m .......................... Modem ism's Attacks on the Bible .............................................. Dave Miller 

Wednesday, Aprl/13 
9:00 a.m .......................... Child of God Living in a Foreign Culture .................................... Joseph D. Meador 

1 0:00 a.m .......................... The Christian and Modem Ethics ............................................... Carl Gamer 
11:00 p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Ten ................................................................... Dave Miller 
1 :30 p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Nine .................................................................. Bill Lockwood 
2:30 p.m .......................... Babylonian Captivity ................................................................... Michael Light 
3:30 p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Eleven .............................................................. AI Macias 
6:30 p.m .......................... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m .......................... Daniel, Chapter Twelve ~ ............................................................. Dub McClish 
8:00 p.m .......................... Summary of the Book of Daniel ................................................. Gary Colley 

Audio and video tapes available. • Lectures in book form. 
Accommodations in homes of members. • R. V. hook-ups. 

Exhibit space available - on prior approval. 

-Gary Colley, Lectureship Director
Southwest Church of Christ 

8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2438 or 282-2486 
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Worth Repeating 
Compiled by Paul S~n 

Let's Go for the Gold 

The Olympic games are intensely interesting 
to watch But what must it be to participate 
wholeheartedly- to win the gold! 

The apostle Paul knew about the games. God's 
Word draws valuable lessons from the games. What 
a thrill that we can all be winners! 

1. The Christian is completely immersed, 
overwhelmed, ·"baptized," in the single aspiration 
of victory in Christ. "This one thing I do" (Phil. 
3:13). Nothing else is worthwhile, in comparison. 

2. The winner never lets up. Forgetting all past 
failures, looking forward toward a glorious future, 
Paul says, "I press toward the mark of the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." This prize 
far transcends the Olympic goal in value and glory. 

3. The winner lays aside every extraneous 
item that is a handicap or hinders the speed of the 
race for the prize. "Let us lay aside every weight 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us" (Heb. 

12:1). The winner carries no excess baggage! 
· 4. The winner eliminates hindering entangle

ments with affairs of this world. "No soldier on ser
vice entangleth himself in the affairs of life" (2 
Tim. 2:4). Certainly all sinful practices are "cut 
off," but we can become so burdened with "good" 
things that they crowd out the major concern of 
Christian warfare or contesting. Let's not become 
so involved in community affairs that we crowd out 
the work and worship of the Lord's church. 

5. The winner keeps his eyes (mind) on Christ, 
"looking. unto Jesus" (Heb. 12:2). His vision is fo-
cused on the Savior. · 

6. The winner endures every obstacle, running 
with patience or endurance (Heb. 2:1) to the victory. 

7. The prize is "the crown of righteousness" (2 
Tim. 4:8) or "the crown of life" (Rev. 2:10). You can 
have it! Everyone wins! Go for it! 

Paul M. Tucker 
Grieve Hall Church of Christ, Nashville, TN 

Instead of the Bible? 

T he names of Max Lucado, F. LaGard Smith, 
James Dobson, and Charles Swindoll have 
become household words in the homes of re

ligious people throughout the United States. They 
are prolific writers, and their works are consistently 
on the list or religious best-sellers. 

I have read books by all of these men, and the 
popularity of their works is quite understandable. 
Even though I do not agree with everything that any 
of them write: and believe, I admire and appreciate 
their outstanding skills as writers. 

I have a concern about the place being given to 
the books written by these men (and other authors 
who are not as well-known). 

I am concerned about how many people read ev
ery book written by one or more of these men, but 

do not read the Bible. I am concerned about people 
reading books about the Bible to the exclusion of 
reading the Bible itself. 

While reading religious books is commendable, 
especially in comparison to the "trash" that one. 
could otherwise read, it is not good for anything to 
take the place of reading the Bible! 

One additional thought: every book written by 
an uninspired author should be read with careful 
discernment. Any man can teach truth and any man 
can teach error, regardless of how you personally 
feel about him. Therefore, everything you read 
should be evaluated - and, consequently, accepted 
or rejected - in light of what the Bible teaches! 

David Sain, Florence, AL 
via Wood Avenue bulletin 

Fp 
Send material to be considered to Paul Sain • 544 E. Madison • Pulaski, TN 38468-3411 
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Directory 
••••• 

Traveling? 
Visit these congregations. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Chwdl of Christ 

4690 s. Logan. (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ. 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 11 

-Minnesota-

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ. 2344 
Nanticoke St, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

-Missouri-

Finn Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095· 7876. 

a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Davidson, Branson - Church of Christ. 307 Seventh St, 
minister. Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 

-Alaska-

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ. 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (904) 
376-4343 or373-7277. 

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344- Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ. 950 
6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 

• • • • • p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 
Fairbanks, serving Ft Wainwright and the Greater 
Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) JacksonvDie- WesconnettChwdl of Christ, 5223 
456-4921. Wesconnett Blvd (904) 771-5075 or 771-2646. 

- Arkansas _ Sun. 9, 10 a.m .. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Mark 
Mosher, preacher. 

Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ. 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-1643. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett. preacher, 
(SOl) 932-4328. 

-California-

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702. 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
Modesto - 416 W. Whitmore at Carol Ln., of Christ. 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
95351. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 6 "'-.... 7 30 m Brad Poe miniSte' • r: p.m., "~ : p. . • . 

334-3866, 334-3757. 

-Montana-

Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ. 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45,10:45 a.m., 6p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home of the Northwest Firm Foruultztlon Lee· 
tureshlp. 

-North Carolina-

Rocky Mount - Church of Christ. 1040 Hill St 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-
7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ. 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 
274-6801. Home of Western Ohio Valley Finn 
Foruul4don Lectureship. 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson AFB., 
Plant City- Springhead Church of Christ. 1402 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 

(209) 537-3205. Sponsor of West Coast Finn (407) 657-0657. 
Fourullltlon Lectureship. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., minister. (513) 878-1162. 

..... 
San Bernardino - Uptown Church of Christ. 
3630 N ... B" St Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Call 883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, minister, 
883-5232. 

San Lorenzo - 977 Grant Ave. at Washington. 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m., (415) 276-4693, Joe Gllmore, minister. 
Spouor of West Coast Firm Fourullltlon Lec
tureship. 

Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754-
1776 or 754-1485 •. Between Farms and Groves . 

Sarasota -Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob W'mton. evangelist 

"-Georgia-

Atlanta - Avondale Chwdl of Christ. 4017 
San Mateo- 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. Memorial Drive., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Noah Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. "(1.1 miles inside 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor of 1-285) 
West Coast Firm FoumltJtlon Lectureship. 

-Oklahoma-

Oklahoma City - "Putnam City Church of 
Christ. 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
minister. 787-5814 . 

-Pennsylvania-

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St, 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bob Eddy, minister. (215) 
326-4028. Home of Southeastern PeDDS)'Ivanla 
Firm Foruultztlon Lectureship. 

-South Carolina-

Byron - 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 49 Greer- Greer Church of Christ. 1215 S. Main St, 
Twentynine Palms, 72309 ~ Ave., 92277. (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N- 2 mi. to building. Camper Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun.lO,ll a.m., 6 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 877-8951. Bxit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

-Indiana-
C central 

BURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 South Church St, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, Evansville- West Side Church of Christ. 3232 

10 30 6 W._ ... 7 All R bertso Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 : a.m., p.m., ll:iU. p.m. en o n. 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Colorado- -Michigan-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ. 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9:00, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foruul4don 
Lectureship. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ. 
CraJg - Downtown Church of Christ. comer of Harrison- F'tt Street Church of Christ Preaching 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 the whole counsel of God. Mark Turok, minister A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or 
p.m.824-2630. Melvin Blliott, minister, 824-7040 (517) 539-5561. Steve Bllis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

30 March 1994 
Firm Foundation 



Robertson County 
Churcb of Christ 

U.S. Hwy .. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30. 10:30 a.m.. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell. evangelist Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Abilene- Eastside Chun:h of Christ, 805 N. Judge 
Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30. 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is 
our pattern. 

Denton - Pearl Street Chun:h of Christ, 312 Pearl 
SL, 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9. 10 a.m .• 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Chun:h of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist 

Hurst- Northeast Chun:h of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St. 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially 
to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church
related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all 
correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 
76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired 
month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Wanted: Associate/Youth minister with song leading 
capabilities for congregation of 500. Prefer 
experience, married. under 35. Send resum6 to: 
Elders. East Wood St. Church of Christ, 800 East 
Wood St., Paris, TN 38242, (901) 642-2861. 

Wanted: Full-time evangelist to serve a smaller. well
established congregation in the Independence, MO 
area. 40 members anxious to grow in number and 
strength. 4-BD house and utilities provided; modest 
salary with option to work at local preaching school. 
Send resum6s to Church of Christ, 9507 Winner 
Rd., P.O. Box 7846, Independence. MO 64053. 

New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers. Box 1483. Colton. 
CA 92324. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: The Current 
Digression - $8.00- postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio. TX 78230-2504 or (210) 696-5532. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. (For reprint of 1990 
RDTW: General Hermeneutics, contact National 
Christian Press.) 

Klein Area Chun:h of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith- Attention: Selection· Commi~tee. For further 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, infonnation call (816) 252-9557 and leave a message. 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd .• 
Terry Hightower. 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
Train" newsletter. Sun. 9. 10 a.m., 6 p.m .• Wed. 7:30 p.m. Wanted: Strong, experienced gospel preacher. Send 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. resum6 to Church of Christ, 112 N. Payne, Pacific, Subscribe to REPROVE A publication devoted to 
"bringing to light" many of the current brotherhood 

Wanted: A full-time preacher to serve a small issues. Send $4.00 to REPROVE, P.O. Box 155, 
congregation in Newman, CA. Three-bedroom house Red Oak. TX 75154. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Chun:h St.. Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum easL Sun. 9, 10 a.m .• 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m .• 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Carl 0. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Chun:h of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m .• Wed. 7:30 p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. 

-Virginia

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St, Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. 
(703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg - Eastside Chun:h of Christ, 135 
Chun:h SL, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m .• Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-
7777. 

Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Chun:h of Christ
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~ mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Olano M. Lee, evangelist (703) 637-
4244: (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-

Sheridan - Northside Chun:h of Christ, 555 N. 
Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 9. 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, 
672-3097. 

MO 63069, or call (314) 257-2947 or 257-3223. 

and small salary. Contact Hardy Reeves Sr., 1553 _A_fli_o-rd_a_b_le-,-f-a-st-, -h-ig-h--re-s-o-lu-u-·o_n_po-sts-cn-.p-t-1-ase-r 

Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360 (209) 862-2554. printer! LaserMaster products: WinPrinter 800 DPI 

Preacher wanted with minimum of 5-10 years 
experience. Congregation of 60 plus without elders 
but men with excellent potential; full support; fast
growing community. Send resum6 and references to 
Dennis Mcintosh, P.O. Box 662, Farmington, MO 
63640. 

For Sale 
Basic Bible: Christ and. His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each .summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of 

($1,095); WinJet 800 DPI ($495); and WinJet 1200 
DPI ($995) HP upgrade kits. Call (614) 266-2669. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale -an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr .• Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
in your congregation. Elders or church leaders 
write for free infonnation to: Dan Lyle, 5916 
Vandegrift Ave .• Rockville, MD 20851. 

Wanted: Experienced Christian sales manager. 
Statewide advertising group management. 
Commission plus bonus. Baker Publishing Co. Phone 
for interview (806) 293-4994. 

- Advertising Policy -
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we announce 

this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements. 

We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or refuse 
any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We 
try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

The Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $50 for a 
full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for anything under a half-page. This Is In addition to the cost of the 
space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have it, but please understand that In most Instances, 
the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize 
with the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 
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Eig~th Annual 
Firm Foundation West . Coast Lectureship 

Sunday, March 6 

"Paul - Servant of Christ" 
March 6-9, 1994 

Church of Christ • 416 W. Whitmore (at Carol Lane) • Modesto, California 

10:00 a.m ..................................................... Paul's Attitude toward Preaching .••..•.•.••.•.•.••••••.•••.•.•.•.•.•.••.•..•.•.•..••.•.•.•.•.•.•••••• Eddie Whitten 
11:00 a.m ..................................................... Paul and the Gospel ••.••.•..•.••.•..•.••.•.••••.••••.•••.•.•.••.••.••••.•.•.•.•...•.•.•.•.•.•••..•.•.•.•.••• H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
7:00 p.m ..................................................... Am I Become Your Enemy Because I Tell You the Truth? ............................. Joe Gilmore 
8:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul as a Preacher ••.....•.....•..••.••...•...•.•..•...•...•..•...•.•.•...•.•.•.•.•.•••..•..•.•...•...•.•.•.• Dub McClish 

Monday, March 7 
7:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul's Hatred of Party Spirit .••.•.••.•....•.••••.•••.•.••••.•.•••.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•••.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.• Gil Yoder 
8:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul, the Man, the Apostle, the Christian ........................................................ Noah Hackworth 

Tuesday, March B 
7:00 p.m •••.•••..•...••.•..••.•.•.•.•...•..•.•.•.•....•...••• Paul Before Agrippa •.......•..•..•...•..•..•.•.•..•.•••..•.•.•.•.•..••...•..•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•...•...•.•.•..•• Ronnie Hays 
8:00 p.m •••.•.••.•••••••.•.•.••.•.•.•.•.•.•.••.•.•.•.••.•.•.• More Than Conquerors ..................................................................................... Allen Robertson 

Wednesday, March 9 
9:30 a.m ..•...•.•...•.•.••.•.•.•.•.•.••.•...•••••••....•....• Tolerance for False Teaching? ••.•..•.••...•.••••.•.•.•.••••.•.•.......•.•...•.•..•.•.•.•.•..•...•..•.• H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

11 :00 a.m ..................................................... The Concept of Open Membership .................................................................. Dub McClish 

March 9-13, 1993 
Church of Christ • 977 Grant Avenue (at Washington) • San Lorenzo, California 

Wednesday, March 9 
7:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul's Severity and Tenderness ..••.•..••..•..•.•.•.•••..••..••..•••.•.•.•.•.•.....•.•.•.•...•.•.•.•. Fred Davis 
8:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul and the Scriptures ...•••••••.••.••.•.••••.••••.•.•••.••...•...•.•.•.•••.•••.•.•..•.•.•...•••.•.••••.•. Eddie Whitten 

Thursday, March 10 
10:00 a.m ••.•.•.•.•.••...•...•.•.•.•••.••••.•.•••.••••....•... Following Paul .••.••.•..••••.•..••.•••..•..•..•...•.•..•.•..•...•.•.•..........•..•...•....•.......•.....•.•...•. Gary Anderson 
11:00 a.m ..................................................... The Jewish Schoolmaster ••..•....•.•.••.••.•....•...•..•...•.•.•...•..•...•...•.•.....••..•.......•...•. LeRoy McGrue 
1 :00 p.m ..................................................... The Doctrine of Christ ••.•..•••••••.•.••..•••.•.••.•.•.•••.••.•...•.•.•.••••••.•.•.•.•.•.........•.•.•.•.•.•. Howard Horton 
2:00 p.m •••.••.•••...•.•...••.•.•..•••...•.•.•.•.••.•...•.•.• The Resurrection Gospel ••.•..•..•.•.••.••.•.•.••••.•.•.••••••••.•.•...•.•.•••.•.•••.••.••••.••••.•..•••.• Eldon Lewis 
3:00 p.m •...••.•.......•...••.•.•.•.•.•..•.•.•...•••..•.•...• Paul Preached Unity •.•..•..•.•.••.••.••.•...••.••••.•••..•.•.•.•.•••.•.••...•.•.•.•.•.•.•...•.•...•.•...•••. Dub McClish 
7:00 p.m ..................................................... The Judgment Bar of Mankind •.•..•.••.•.•.••.•.•..••..•.•.•.•.•...•..•...•.•.•.......•.......•.•.•••. Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
8:00 p.m ..................................................... Now Is the Time •••.•.•..•..•..•..•.•.•.••..••.•.•.•....••••••.•.....•.•.•....•.•.•.•...•...•.....•.•..••..•...• Gary Colley 

Friday, March 11 
10:00 a.m •.•.•.•.•.••••••.•...•.••...•.•...••••.•••.•.••••.•.• The Lively Hope .•..•.•....••.••.••.•.••...••....•.•.•....•....•...•...•......•••.•...•.....•.•.•••...•.•.•.•.•. Chuck House 
11 :00 a.m .•.••.•.•.•......•••.•........••...•....•..•...•....• Paul and False Brethren .•..•..•....•.•..•...••.•..•.•.•.•.•..•.•.•...•...•..••..•••.•.•.•...•...•.•.•••.•. Wayne Coats 
1:00 p.m ..................................................... A Living Sacrifice •..•••••....•..•.••...••••..••.•.•.•.•••••••.••••.•.•••...••.•...•.•••.•.•.......•.•.•.•.•.•.• Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
2:00 p.m •.•.•.•.•.•..•...•.•.••••.•.•.•.•.•.••.•••.•.••.•.•.• Paul, the Persecutor •••••..••••.•....••.•...•••••...••.•••••.•.•..•..•.•.•.••...•...•.•.•..•..•.•..•...••••.• Jack Stewart 
3:00 p.m .••••••••.•.••.•.•••.••••••.•.•.•.•.••.•••.•.•..•.•.• Paul's Humility •.•••••••.••.•.••.••.••••.••.•••..•.••.••••••••••••.•••••.•.•.•..•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•••.•••.• Greg Weston 
7:00 p.m .•.••••••.•.•.•••.••••.•.•.•••••..•.•.•.•.••.•.•.•.•• Paul Preached Christ •.••.•.•••••.••••.•..•.••••.•.•.••.•.•.•..•••.•••••.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•••••...•.•••.•••••.•. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
8:00 p.m .•.••...•.•.•...•.•.••.•.•••...•..•...•.•...••...•.•• Paul's Good Fight ••.•...••.••.•..•..•...••.•......•..•..••.•....•...•.....•.•.••••..•..•..•...••...•...•.•..•. Garland Elkl~s 

Saturday, March 12 
10:00 a.m ..................................................... Paul's Pursuit of the Christian Life ................................................................... Mike Dill 
11:00 a.m ..................................................... Paul and the Cross ........................................................................................... Ira Y. Rice Jr. 
1:00 p.m ..................................................... The Universal Love ........................................................................................... Carl Ga.mer 
2:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul's Conversion ............................................................................................. Herschel Wilson 
3:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul's Arrest and Appeal .................................................................................. Perry B. Cotham 
7:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul's View of Heaven ...................................................................................... Curtis Cates 
8:00 p.m ..................................................... Paulin Athens ................................................................................................... Winfred Clark 

Sunday, March 13 
10:00 a.m ..................................................... Paul Practiced What He Preached ................................................................... Weldon Langfield 
11:00 a.m ..................................................... Paul and His Co-Laborers ................................................................................ Jimmy Clark 
2:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul as a Servant ............................................................................................. Bobby Uddell 
3:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul's Strait ....................................................................................................... Wayne Coats 
7:00 p.m ..................................................... The End of a Great Man ................................................................................... Ronnie Hays 
8:00 p.m ..................................................... Paul Faces Death ............................................................................................. David Brown 

Sponsored by the churches of Christ at San Lorenzo, San Mateo, and Modesto 
and other congregations and concerned Individuals. 
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Must. the Restoration Movement 
Keep Moving? 
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T he church of Christ was established and her 
doctrines delivered to her in the first century 
A.D. The body of truth given to her was comv 

plete (2 Tim. 3:16; Jude 3; 2 Pet. 1:3). She was told 
to tolerate none who would teach her to believe or 
practice anything that was not the truth (Gal. 1:8-9; 
2 John 9vll). 

Every elder of the church was to hold fast "the 
faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be 
able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to conv 
vince the gainsayers. For there are many unruly and 
vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the cir
cumcision: Whose mouths must be stopped, who 
subvert whole houses, teaching things which they 
ought not, for filthy lucre's sake" (Titus 1:9). 

No doubt there was sadness in the heart of Paul 
as he revealed that false brethren would lead others 
into error (1 Tim. 4:1-3). 

Departures from Christ and truth began within 
200 years of the birthday of the church. The simple 
organization of the early church gave way to a hu
manly devised organization that dictated doctrines 
and practices not in the New Testament. For centu
ries people blindly followed human leaders, paying 
homage to pope and prelate, and ignorant of divine 
injunctions. 

Abuses caused some to call for reform, but the 
reformers floundered on their own ecclesiastical
organization shoals and subscribed to names and 
doctrines not found in the New Testament. They 
fashioned imperfect creeds. These were the foun
tains from which the Protestant denominations of 
our day have sprung. 

T he day came when good men surveyed the 
religious landscape and compared religious 
denominations with the Bible. They decided 

to go back to the original ground that was occupied 
by the apostles and delivered in the New Covenant. 
All who would be Christians could simply come to
gether on that turf. 

These men encouraged everyone to pick up their 
Bibles and follow God's map and compass. If all 
would believe, teach, and practice what they were 
taught in God's Word, they would all arrive at the 
same place. They would speak the same thing, and 
there would be no divisions among them. They 
would be "perfectly joined together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment" ( 1 Cor. 1:1 0). 

Human opinion would be removed. They would 
bow to no man-made creed. They would simply 
"speak where the Bible speaks, and be silent where 
the Bible is silent." As this feasible plea became 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Silence 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

ilence is both golden and yellow. Si
lence, we are told by philosophers, is 
"the hardest argument to refute .. . the 

honor of wise men ... the severest criticism ... a 
healing ... a condition of happiness ... vigor ... 
the only successful substitute for brain ... the 
decoration of the illiterate." 

There is a time for silence. The day of di
vine retribution is a time for silence (Amos 5:13). Deep medita
tion on the stateliness of God is a time for silence (Hab. 2:20). A 
direct command from the Almighty is a time for silence (1 Sam. 
15:22). When talk breeds confusion is a time for silence (1 Cor. 
14:28). 

There is also a time for speech ... a time when silence is cow
ardly and wrong. "I have set watchmen upon thy walls, 0 Jerusa
lem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that 
make mention of the LORD, keep not silence" (Isa. 62:6). 

The wicked are silent in darkness (1 Sam. 2:9). The righteous 
have a profound compulsion to speak. They realize that if they 
are silent until the morning light, guilt will come upon them (2 
Kings 2:9). 

"When I say unto the wicked, 0 wicked man, thou shalt 
surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his 
way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will 
I require at thine hand" (Ezek. 33:8). 

Paul was "pure from the blood of all men" because he had 
"not shunned to declare" the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). 
The clear and undeniable implication of this statement is that if 
Paul had failed to declare the whole counsel of God, he would 
have been guilty of the blood of the damned. 

There is a time when a knowledge of God's law contrasted 
with man's treason compels the pure in heart to protest- even if 
it endangers his life. The greatest souls of the ages are those who 
have been willing to hazard their lives for the cause of right by 
speaking out against spiritual villainy. We admire people who 
would die for what they believe. They merit our praise. The weak 
and ambivalent earn our contempt. Soldiers know that cowards 
put them in jeopardy, while the brave are a bulwark of safety. 



"Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any 
more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning 
fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I 
could not stay" (Jer. 20:9). Those who love the Lord and the gos
pel of salvation cannot hold it in. Silence may be sin. Not to 
speak deepest convictions is impossible. The apostles said, "We 
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard." 
Conviction demands expression. A failure to speak out when 
things go wrong indicates a lack of conviction, and that indicates 
a lack of understanding, and that indicates laziness, and that is I 
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Silence in the face of mutiny is dishonor. Reticence is cow-
ardice when souls are at stake. Think of how many pulpits are 
going on with business as usual while child-killers are flourish
ing in abortion clinics; sodomites, with government protection 
and encouragement, are rampant; corruption is increasing; mur
der is common; and the nation is crumbling. The saved, who are 
the earth's salt and light, have neither eyes to see nor ears to hear, 
nor a mouth to speak. False teachers are as common as crab grass 
and denominationalism struts its errors, and "my people love to 
have it so." Rare is the man and scarce is the church that will cry 
out against religious sham and governmental corruption. 

I f the truth makes us free, it is sin not to protest error. "The 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places" are at work 
to promote denominational heresy, and soldiers of Christ 

have sheathed their swords and lie sleeping in the sun. The 
church must once again expose and rebuke denominational error. 
The good seed cannot grow in fields of weeds. To make the lost 
understand their sad plight we must identify false doctrine as 
well as advertise sound doctrine. The timid and fainthearted who 
fear to condemn anything because they have been sold the fool
ish idea that it is wrong to be negative are enemies of the cross. 
Beware of the leaven of sectarianism. 

Silence tells the enemies of the gospel that we're for sale; si
lence tells our enemies we can be coerced to surrender God's 
truth. When we cower before two-bit regulations that bridle us 
rather than trembling before the divine lion that roared, we are I 

traitors to Calvary. "The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the 
Lord GOD hath spoken, who can but prophesy?" (Amos 3:8). 
Hitler said that God's leaders are containable, manageable, and 
purchasable. He was right! Those who stood wordlessly by when 
Jews were lead away to the gas chambers are also guilty. When 
the people of God allow denominational deception to sweep the 
multitudes into perdition without loud protest, they, too, are 
guilty. 

Silence deceives the elect. It is the false prophet who cries, 
"Peace, peace, when there is no peace." If we do not protest 
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corruption in doctrine and practice, we say to the 
church, "All is well, continue in your sleep." To 
keep the people of God from preparing for battle is 
to ready them for slaughter. The church is being 
lead into ambush. The forces of evil will kick the 
doors down and rob and pillage and rape if we are 
silent in the face of festering evil and corrupt teach
ing. 

Silence encourages evil and shames the church. 
Gospel preachers should, from every pulpit, oppose 
with power all false teaching and challenge every 
immoral practice. That is the purpose of the church. 
If the saved blend into the crowd, there is no con
trast and the imps of hell are victorious. We abet the 
angel of the bottomless pit, Abaddon, when we are 
mute in a wicked world. We must forcefully speak 
the words of God to the lost. To fail to do so is to 
tacitly endorse the whore and the false prophet. 

Are you the light of the world? Are you the salt 
of the earth? Are you a city set upon a hill? Or do 
you cowardly slink away when impure doctrine and 
corrupt behavior are on display. If the sweet, slob
bering love-everybody-and-condemn-nothing atti
tude of modern society holds sway, then nothing -
nothing! - is wrong and everything is okay. H the 
drooling win and those committed to truth lose, 
then murder and rape are approved, and honor is 
lost. H the "I'm Okay, Your Okay" philosophy 
wins, John the Baptizer, Jeremiah, Elijah, Paul, Pe
ter, and Jesus miscarry. 

Still, commercial initiative has more sense than 
does religious drive. A recent advertisement by a 
well-known stockbrokerage firm represents a star
salesman as saying: "I don't tell people what they 
want to hear. That wastes my time and theirs." The 
idea is that the salesman for securities tells the truth 
and does not squander valuable time by mouthing 
triteness. Would that gospel preachers had this de
gree of integrity. 
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It is not Christ-like to be unnecessarily rude. We 
are not talking about croaking out insults and tear
ing off hide. The attitude of skin-the-sects is un
called for and should be avoided. Discourtesy is al
ways out of place and unwarranted. 

Jesus was never mean-spirited, but he was plain 
and said what needed to be said. When he dealt with 
hypocrisy, the words were strong and salty. He said, 
"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: 
for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye 
them that are entering to go in. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour 
widows' houses, and for a pretence make long 
prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damna
tion." Mendacity galled the gracious Galilean and 
he cried out, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make 
one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him 
twofold more the child of hell than yourselves." 
There is in his words a tone of anger and disgust. 

Duplicity called forth Jesus' strongest words of 
condemnation: "Blind guides ... fools and blind ... 
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which in
deed appear beautiful outward, but are within full 
of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness .... Ye 
serpents, ye generation of vipers, how shall ye es
cape the damnation of hell?" 

H gospel preachers addressed the insincerity of 
denominational bodies today in the language of the 
Lord, they would be everywhere condemned, 
which is to condemn Christ. I do not plead for 
needlessly harsh and abrasive preaching. But I do 
beg for clear condemnation of error and for unmis
takable promotion of undying truth. My prayer is 
for men who speak in the spirit of Elijah and John 
the Baptizer and who have enough love of truth to 
denounce religious error. 

We must advocate the singularity and exclusive
ness of the church and, therefore, the essential sin
fulness of denominationalism - there is one body. 
We must, with brawn and muscle, declare that bap
tism is a burial in water for the remission of sins, 
and, therefore, sprinkling, or immersion that is not 
for the remission of sins, is sinful - there is one 
baptism. We must forcefully point out that truth is 



one, and false teachers are many - there is one 
faith. We must rigorously declare that the entrance 
to heaven is a narrow door, and its road is strait -
there is one hope. We must sternly teach the 
headship of Jesus- there is one Lord. We must de
mand a unity of teaching - there is one Spirit. We 
must worship the Lord our God, and him only 
should we serve - there is one Father. 

Max Lucado, to the applause of virtually every 
university president among us, says that we should 
call "brother" any man who calls Jehovah "Father." 
Lucado 's books sell and are prominently displayed 
in most college bookstores, which makes me won
der if we are blinded by the gods of this world and 
not committed to eternal verities. Lucado errone
ously thinks that Jesus was endorsing denomina
tional error when he said to John: "Forbid him not: 
for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my 
name, that can lightly speak evil of me. For he that 
is not against us is on our part" (Mark 9:39-40). 
Lucado thinks this approves Catholic dogma and 
Baptist doctrine. He supposes that Jesus is saying 
that false teachers are as good as gospel preachers. 

Jesus, however, said that the miracle workers were 
doing their works "in his name" - that is, with his 
approval and by his authority, which cannot be said 
for either Catholics or Calvinists. 

If Lucado, who is endorsed in this view by 
Rubel Shelly and other false teachers, is right, then 
we ought to apologize to the Pope and go back to 
Rome. The church is indefensible if it is not unique. 
If the church is just another denomination among 
many denominations, we should sell our lands and 
buildings, give the money to the poor, and join the 
Catholics. 

"Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light." 

"Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some 
have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your 
shame." 

"And that, knowing the time, that now it is high 
time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed." P.o. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269 
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Must the Restoration Movement Keep Moving? 
(continued from Page 1) 

popular, it came to be called the "Restoration 
Movement." The plan was to "restore" the church 
to its original purity rather than to simply correct 
abuses. The term movement probably accurately 
described it. 1\vo definitions fit this usage of the 
word movement: "A progressive development of 
ideas toward a particular conclusion; a series of ac
tions or activities directed or tending toward a par
ticular end." 

Notice that in a movement there is a destination 
at which we finally arrive. Faithful members o( 
churches of Christ have not thrown away their map 
and compass. 

When they open their New Testaments and dis
cover what they must do in order to be saved, they 
know they have arrived at God's will concerning 
the plan of salvation. 

When they are organized according to the pat
tern found in the New Testament, they know they 
are at the end of their journey on that point. 

When they worship as they are instructed by the 
New Testament, they know they have come to the 
place at which they must stop and go no further. 

Their every doctrine and practice is based on 
Bible authority, and when they have adjusted their 
own position accordingly, they can be confident 
they occupy the good ground they sought. 

Today, as in the early days of the church, men 
rise to tell us that we must continue moving. Curi
ously, some have said that the "Restoration Move
ment" must keep on moving because we are a 
"movement." We are told that any "movement" that 
stops moving will stagnate. We can only respond 
that, if remaining with divine principles is stagna
tion, then we will stay here while you go on ahead. 
We fear to go beyond the things that are written lest 
we be without God (2 John 9). This is good ground, 
and we have the water of life here (John 4:13-14). 
Besides, our map says to stay here and not to go 
beyond this place (1 Cor. 4:6). 
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Modern elders have a duty, as they did at the be-
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ginning, to stop the mouths of those who are run
ning through our peaceful camp and demanding 
that we get up and move on. Inviting such people 
into our midst to lecture on "the benefits of going 
beyond what is written" is not a part of their God
given job description. 

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth 
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father 
and the Son. If there come any unto you and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed: For he that bid
deth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds 
(2 John 9-11). Route 1, Box 211 

Burlington, WV 26710 
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Report on Georgia Christian School 
By E. Claude Gardner 

A fter 80 years Georgia Christian School 
closed its doors last August. Now that it is 
closed, the supporters more fully realize 

what they have lost. The "lights have gone out" on 
the campus and this brings deep sadness and tears. 
No longer are children running to and fro joyfully. 
The Bible is not being taught; chapel is not con
ducted; character is not being molded; minds are 
not being challenged; activities have come to a halt. 
The school struggled and fought for survival for all 
of its life while serving young people and develop
ing citizenship. One successful alumnus said, "Had 
it not been for Georgia Christian School, I would 
have landed in the penitentiary." In the past four
score years great and wonderful good has been 
done for children, and this school has been a bless
ing to the home and the church. 

But there is "good news!" An effort is being 
made by interested persons to see if the school can 
reopen in August of 1994. They believe the school 
is needed for the children as perhaps never before. 
A plan for "Beginning Again" is now underway. 

A step forward was recently made as set forth in 
the statement as follows: 

On October 8, 1993, the undersigned 
members of the Board of Directors of Georgia 
Christian School met with former President, 
Carl Walker and E. Claude Gardner, President 
Emeritus of Freed-Hardeman University, in 
Lake Park, Ga. The purpose was to resolve any 
differences we had, for the benefit of Georgia 
Christian School and the Lord's church. 

After a lengthy discussion both sides ad
mitted mistakes and misunderstandings and 
agreed to work together. 

We are eager for Christians everywhere to 
learn of this progress and work with us to re
vive Christian education through an efficient 
operation of Georgia Christian School. 

Leon Black, Joel Dasher, Robert Lester, Jr. 
Robert L. Scott, Carl Walker 

With this development the next steps are being 
taken. The board of directors invited Dr. E. Claude 

Gardner, president emeritus of Freed-Hardeman 
University, Henderson, Tenn., to assist in reopening 
Georgia Christian School. He served 43 years at 
Freed-Hardeman. If the plan he has prepared is fol
lowed, it will be possible to make a new beginning. 
It will require generous time, sacrifice, gifts, and 
prayer to accomplish the goal. 

To move forward, several new board members 
have been added. These were recommended by 
many in the area to represent various communities. 
Both men and women who are dedicated to Christ 
have agreed to assume this stewardship. 

A three-year campaign is being planned with a 
base goal of $1.5 million. The indebtedness is about 
one million dollars which the friends of the school 
purpose to repay in the next few years. 

Friends of young people, you are needed in this 
time of crisis. A gift from you immediately can 
make a difference. Please help Christian education 
start again in south Georgia. Children at Valdosta 
need your gifts of love at once. 

Please mail your tax deductible gift to: 

Georgia Christian School 
Route 2 

Valdasta, GA 31601 
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Pack of lies 9 
''Viewing Pornography Is a Harmless 

Adult Pleasure'' 
By Lindell Mitchell 

I s pornography really a harmless pleasure? Are 
those who object to it actually just a bunch of 
hyper-religious nerds ignorant of how to have 

fun? Apparently many . people think so. We are 
drowning in a flood of filth. Sexually explicit 
magazines, movies, and video tapes are readily 
available. 

Pornography makes grand promises as if it were 
a god, but it pays like the devil. It stresses the erotic 
pleasures of sex and ignores its responsibilities. No 
mention is made of pregnancy or venereal disease. 

Nudity is exploited solely for erotic reasons; but 
when one level of stimuli loses its power, the victim 
must move to a new level of indecency. He goes on 
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to unnatural expressions of sexuality like sadomas
ochism, bestiality, and pedophilia. As the wise man 
said, "Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied, nor 
are the eyes of man ever satisfied" (Prov. 27 :20). 

In an article entitled ''The Sexual Mirage," John 
Drakeford noted that this activity has 

strained the traditional relationship between 
husband and wife. Pornography presents an 
unreal view of human sexuality. It is an exag
gerated, fantasized view. H a husband or wife 
sees this perspective as the norm, it is going to 
do a great deal of damage to the sexual rela
tionship. 

The Washingto!' Post columnist Nicholas von 
Hoffman asked: 

Why is it liberals who believe 'role models' in 
third grade readers are of decisive influence 
on behavior when it concerns racism or male 
chauvinist piggery, laugh at the assertion that 
pornography may also teach rape? 

It has been reported that as many as ·one out of 
four children will be abused by adults who were 
themselves abused as children. If that cycle contin
ues, the number of emotional misfits will over
whelm society. Pornography, especially child por
nography, breaks down one's resistance to child 
abuse. What you read and fantasize about today, 
will be done tomorrow. All that is required is an op
portunity. 

An FBI agent named Kenneth V. Lanning told a 
special Senate subcommittee in 1984 that pornogra
phy helps child molesters justify their conduct and 
conditions children to accept the abuse. He testified 
that hundreds of thousands of pedophiles (people 
who desire sexual intercourse with children) live in 
the United States. He further said that they almost 
always collect child pornography. According to 
Lanning the material fuels their fantasies and is 
used to lower the inhibitions of children. 



With over 200 monthly magazines catering to 
pedophiles, we can easily understand why sexual 
abuse of children is increasing. As long as we are 
willing to tolerate pornography, we can expect con
tinued sexual abuse. 

Women have often been most sorely exploited 
by pornography. Drakeford has well said: 

Has a woman no more value than to stimulate 
male sexuality? Isn't she indeed an intelligent 
human being capable of making her own deci
sions? But pornography makes her simply a 
mindless plaything for men. 

Morally sensitive people understand that por
nography is ultimately more devastating to society 
than stealing. Theft robs people of things, but por
nography robs them of character. It destroys their 
humanity. 

Those entangled in pornography know its debili
tating effects, but they are driven by an appetite for 
more that grows stronger as the addiction is fed. 
They continue to violate their conscience, as they 
desperately attempt to rationalize their filthy habits. 
If there is no intervention, the conscience becomes 
seared so that they more easily tolerate moral de
generacy in general. 

When you begin the journey into the seamy 
world of pornography, you SQ~n lose control of 
your destination. As Christ said, "Truly, truly, I say 
to you, every one who commits sin is the slave of 
sin" (John 8:34). As a slave you will not be allowed 
to determine what you can or cannot do. Your mas
ter will decide that. Once you give yourself to sin 
the rules are dictated by the ruthless whim of a 
wicked enemy much more powerful than you. 

It is impossible to determine how many di
vorces, emotional scars, and physical injuries por
nography has brought to the shores of America. It 
could destroy us. As Edmund Burke wrote: 

Society cannot exist unless a controlling 
power upon will and appetite be placed some
where; and the less of it there is within, the 
more there is without. It is ordained in the 
eternal constitution of things that men of in
temperate minds cannot be free. 

Peter exhorts us, "Beloved, I urge you as aliens 
and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which 
war against the soul" (2 Pet. 2: 11). P. 0. Box 411 
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The Skeptic's Sword 
By Bill Lockwood 

F arrell Till, the turncoat preacher of skepti
cism, has finally made an effort to justify his 
"evangelism." His favorite ploy, of course, is 

to attack the Bible as a collection of fairy-tales 
spliced together by man over the centuries. But a 
number of us have asked him, "Why bother?" If 
skepticism - doubting the existence of God - is 
true, what difference does it make? 

Till's faith is atheistic for he claims there is no 
evidence for the existence of God. What benefit 
shall a man receive for believing what Till or any 
other skeptic preaches? Now, he comes from hiding 
among the baggage of criticism to justify, or give 
reasons for, his efforts to spread "the devil's gos
pel." In so doing, he has fallen on his own skeptical 
sword - to use an illustration from the life of Saul. 
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Till speaks about the "intrinsic value of truth." 
He says that "Bible believers lack truth." There is a 
"benefit" from "confronting reality." Not only do 
Bible believers "die for nothing" if they die for 
their faith, but "waste time" by preaching Jesus. 
Till says he "must oppose the Bible; for the damage 
it has done," besides, "truth is gratifying" (p. 15). 
He concludes that we "must face reality" for only 
that will "make us happy." 

Truth Is Gratifying? 
By saying that "truth is gratifying" and urging 

us to "face reality" for it will "make us happy," Till 
implicitly assumes a standard - happiness. If we 
reach gratification, we must face "reality," which, 
of course, per professor Till, means that there is no 
evidence for the existence of God. 

But this is a subjective standard. What makes 
one man happy does not necessarily make another 
person happy. "Some may like to help other people 
and others may enjoy torturing them" (James 
Bales, Darwinism, the Devil's Gospel, p. 39). Hap
piness, in itself, has no moral content. For example, 
Till pursues his skeptical dream because "truth is 
gratifying" and "makes him happy." But what if I 
enjoyed inflicting pain to others? One man's meat 
is another man's poison, you know. "After explain
ing away morality by equating it with happiness, 
evolutionists (and skeptics, BL) usually then con
tradict themselves and establish some sort of moral · 
standard by which to determine what is true or 
good happiness and that which is bad" (Ibid.). 

Second, besides the subjectivity of the standard, 
if happiness is the goal, there is no ground upon 
which to condemn or even criticize the individual 
who seeks his own pleasure and preservation at the 
expense of others. In fact, per Till's logic of "happi
ness" being the chief goal, he could not any longer 
even chastise any group of people that purposefully 
utilizes religion to control or master others, let 
alone the thousands of members of the Lord's 



church who go about seeking to do good, if it 
makes them happy. 

Pseudo-preachers who are actually power-bro
kers, who have indeed plagued society, could not 
even be consistently criticized by poor Till, since 
power is what makes them happy, not seeking 
"truth." Till cuts out his own atheistic heart when he 
says "religion ruins lives." Professor Till, upon 
what basis do you pass such judgment since "ruin
ing lives" may be that which gives the pleasure to 
many? Will you tell us now that we "ought to" seek 
truth as a goal and find that pleasurable? Will you, 
as all atheists do, ascend the judicial bench and give 
us an edict about what things "ought to" make us 
happy? 

Third, if happiness is the goal of life, and I find 
happiness in believing the Bible even though it is a 
lie, why have I not achieved life's goal? Why bother 
with your Skeptical Review? Leave me alone; leave 
the world alone - we don't need you to make us 
unhappy by exposing the fraud in which we have 
staked our existence. 

Fourth, "if the truth about life is that it has no 
lasting meaning or purpose, and dust is its destiny, 
happiness will be found only when one forgets the 
truth about life" (Bales, Ibid., p. 44). 

Fifth, why, if pleasure is the ultimate goal, 
would Till wish to rescue "Bible believers who die 
for nothing?" Till uses the Waco tragedy to illus
trate. Setting aside whether or not they were real 
"Bible believers," I ask Tilt, "If those in Koresh's 
compound were happy dying for what they be
lieved, why is it a less worthy goal than you have 
found in skepticism?" 

This is funny. In one breath Till wishes me to 
believe happiness is the chief goal, but in the next 
he wants to mandate to us that there is "good" hap
piness and "bad" happiness. Indeed, those who re
ject the one true God wish to become God for the 
rest of us. Again, Till writes: "All those people 
(Koresh's followers in Waco, Texas) died for a be
lief that wasn't true." So what, my skeptical friend, 
if it made them happy? 

Till next ponders "how much better off they 
would have been had they been exposed to papers 
like the Skeptical Review in their formative years." 
Yes, there he goes again, assuming his little skepti-

cism and its brand of happiness is "better" than 
Koresh's. But the fact is, upon Till's standard, 
Koresh's duped followers are on equal footing with 
Till - they all found happiness. 

Waste Time? 
The professor is bold to suggest that all us Chris

tians should be delighted to discover that we have 
been wasting our time in preaching Jesus. Once 
more, "So what?" Why should it bother Till if we 
waste time, as long as we are happy in so doing? If 
life is purposeless, {Till's assumption of no God al
lows nothing else), then how has he been able to 
appraise by value judgments what is the best use of 
time as opposed to poor use of time? 

The skeptic's view is that matter-in-motion is the 
sole reality - like a rock rolling down a hill. Since 
that is so, the way I use my time is no more under 
my control than how many bushes the rock smashes 
on its way down the mountain. Till's view of man is 
that one rock rolling down a mountain one day 
called itself "thinking man" and told the rest of us 
rocks that we are traveling down the wrong side of 
the hill and that his side of the hill is the right one! 
Professor, your view of man would never allow you 
to discover what is the proper use of time as op
posed to its improper use. Besides, if I enjoy wast
ing my time preaching Jesus, what is that to you, 
seeing you suppose pleasure is the measure of all? 

Truth Is Important 
Now we come to the most absurd blunder of all. 

Till wrote of the "intrinsic value of truth," and im
plied that we are somehow obligated to seek and 
find it. First, this is the reason for publishing Skepti
cal Review. What a dilemma! 

Happiness is the goal of life but if one thinks 
of the futility of life when viewed in the 
framework of evolution he will become un
happy. However, truth is more important than 
happiness so he should exchange the happi
ness which faith in God brings him and accept 
the truth which undercuts happiness. Then 
since happiness is the goal of life, he should 
forget the truth concerning life's futility in or
der that he may become happy (Ibid.). 

Till evidently cannot spot the pitfalls which he 
creates for himself. If the truth of life per skepti
cism, that there is no God, makes one unhappy in 
contemplation thereof, what shall we do? Till thinks 
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we are under some obligation to accept this "truth" 
even if makes us extremely unhappy? Or, if religion 
makes you happy, ought we to keep this greatest 
happiness by forsaking Till ,s truth? Which goal do 
skeptics rank highest? If we are somehow intrinsi
cally obligated to follow truth, then this may be at 
the expense of everything Till says! Forget being 
happy; forget pleasure; find truth says Till. He even 
quotes his least favorite person, Jesus Christ at John 
8:32. But, if we are to pursue happiness as the high
est goal, and we may find it in religious belief, why 
should Till blow about the value of truth? 

Second, and the most telling mistake of Till's 
thesis, is the notion of the "intrinsic value of truth." 
Do not fail to get the point. Tilrs world view allows 
only matter-in-motion - no God, no purpose in 
living, nothing but rocks and dirt set in purposeless 
motion. Thought then, is only the result of our 
thinking processes, and is no more than the pur
poseless twitching of gray matter in some skull. 
"Thought is matter in motion," wrote Woolsey 
Teller (The Atheism of Astronomy, pp. 10-11, quoted 
by Bales, Man on All Fours, p. 51). 

If Till tells the truth about thought, then it is 
worse than absurd for him to tell us about the inher
ent value of truth~ Truth could be nothing more than 
the result of naturalistic forces, and hence, per Till's 
view, there is no reason to speak about even the ra
tionality of thought. Thoughts are merely the physi
cal reaction to physical forces - haphazard twitch
ing of one,s nervous system. Yet, Mr. Skeptic,s 
twitching of gray matter has concluded that his 
twitching is more valuable than mine and that there 
must be somewhere an "intrinsic value" in it. Come 
now, Professor, cannot you do better than this? You 
have fallen on your own sword. 211 N. 5th 

Marlow, OK 73055 

(Editor's note: Farrell1ill has been a teacher of 
English literature at a little-known college in the 
backwoods of Illinois for 28 years. He has no fol
lowing, no influence, and no standing, even in the 
atheistic community. He has spent his life for noth
ing, and, in his sunset years, is without hope or pur
pose. "The fool has said in his heart, There is no 
God. " Of this we are absolutely certain: There will 
be no atheists in hell! - Dobbs.) 

1994 Virginia Bible Lectureship 
-May 18-20, 1994-

"The All Sufficiency of Christ" 
Location: Holiday Inn • Rt. 460 North • Christiansburg, VIrginia 

P.O. Box 509 • Christiansburg, VIrginia 24073 • Phone {703) 382-7777 

Lowell Altizer 
Mac Deaver 
Garland Elkins 
Jack Tittle 

-Hear These Faithful Gospel Preachers-
Kent Bailey James Boyd Wayne Coats 
Roy Deaver Tracy Dugger Thomas Eaves 
Raymond Hagood Donald Mash Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
Jeff Trotter Clayton Winters 

-subjects-
As Head of the Church • As King Over His Kingdom • As the Way, Truth, and Life 
As the True Vine • As Mediator • As the Good Shepherd • As the Resurrection 

In Authority • As Captain of Our Salvation • As Our Propitiation • As Judge • In Denouncing Error 
In Forgiveness • As Advocate • As Creator • As High Priest • In Unity 

Open Forum and periods of singing each day. 
VIdeo and cassette tapes of a// lectures available. • Booklet of all lecture outlines provided. 

-clarence Lavender, Director-
Hosted by East Side Church of Christ • 135 Church St. • Christiansburg VIrginia 24073 
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Second Annual 
Southeastern Pennsylvania 

Firm Foundation Lectureship 
-April24-27, 1994-

- The Challenge of Being a Christian-
~ 

Sunday, Aprll24 
9:30 a.m .............••............ Being About My Father's Business •...•••............ Winfred Clark 

10:30 a.m ................•.......... God's Love for Man ..................•••..................... Guss Eoff 

7:30 p.m ................•••........ This World Is Not My Home .............................. Wayne Coats 

Monday, April 25 
9:00 a.m ..••....................... Preaching to Every Creature •........................... Perry B. Cotham 

10:00 a.m .................•..•...... The Work of an Evangelist ................................ Bob Eddy 
11 :00 a.m ......•.................... Music in the Church .......................................... Emanuel Daugherty 

1 :30 p.m. .. . ..•••••. .. . . . . . . .••.... Salvation by Grace ...........................•............... Warren Kenney 
2:30p.m ........................... Saving Our Youth ............................................. Jay Stephens 
3:30 p.m ........................... The Home as God Would Have It ..................... Fred Davis 

7:30 p.m •.......................... The Sounding of the Trumpet ........................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Tuesday, April 26 
9:00 a.m .......•.••.............•.. The Second Mile ............................................... Ken Willis 

1 0:00 a.m ••......................... According to the Pattern ....... ........ ................. ... Lindell Mitchell 
11 :00 a.m ........................... Fasting and Prayer ..................................•••...... Noah Hackworth 

1 :30 p.m. .••• ........ ........... ... Benevolence . .•... ... . ..... .••.. ....... ..••...... .... .•••••...... Roger Jackson 
2:30 p.m ....•............••........ Personal Involvement in the Church .....•••••....... Bobby Liddell 
3:30 p.m ........................... Should Christians Divorce? .............................. Lon Mohundro 

7:30 p.m ........................... Going from Milk to Meat. ...............................•••. Perry B. Cotham 

Wednesday, April 27 
9:00 a.m ........................... Will a Man Rob God? ........................................ Perry B. Cotham 

10:00 a.m ............•.............. Freedom in Christ ............................................. Emmitt Channell 
11 :00 a.m ........................... United We Stand ...........•.....................••............ Eddie Whitten 

1 :30 p.m .....................•••... Overcoming Prejudice ...................................... John Barkus 
2:30 p.m .•...........•...........•• Heaven •...................................•.........•............... Jody Apple 
3:30 p.m ........................... Not Forsaking the Assembly ............................. Noah Hackworth 

7:30 p.m ...........•............... If I Were Young Again ....................................... Joe Gilmore 
Available during the lectures: 

Baby-sitting • Audio Recording • Display from Ohio Valley College Bookstore 
Housing for out-of-town guests. 

-Bob Eddy, Director

Coventry Hills Church of Christ 
1339 S. Hanover Street • Pottstown, Pennsylvania19464 • (61 0) 326-4028 
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A Dialogue - 7 

Royce Money, President of Abilene Christian University 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Editor of the Firm Foundation 
(In a private letter brother Money said, "I wonder sometimes what our brethren have to fear from an 

open exchange of ideas?" About the middle of 1993 brother Money and the trustees of Abilene Christian 
University published a position paper, advocating a number of questionable things. This written debate is 
an attempt to accommodate brother Money's desire to have an open exchange of ideas. We are reviewing 
and answering the published views of ACU's president. We invite brother Money to rebut, if he wants to 
continue this candid study of the teaching of the Bible. Let me assure brother Money that we have nothing 
to fear from frank discussion and honest inquiry. "Buy the truth and sell it not. ") 

The debate continues: 
Money: We must realize the powerful dynamics 

of change. How change is brought about is ex
tremely important. The theme of this Lectureship 
(ACU's 1993 annual Bible Lectures) addresses the 
issue: How do you advance a changeless Christ in a 
changing world? We sometimes resist change by la
beling issues as ''unscriptural." And yet, even 
though change is inevitable, how do you hang on to 
the unchanging? 

Dobbs: In this exchange we have discussed the 
nature of the Bible, the church, the home, and the 
place of the Christian college. We are not talking 
about customs of societY and matters of opinion. We 
are discussing an attempt to change basic Bible 
teaching. It cannot be brushed off by claiming it is 
not doctrinal. The readers know better. Surely, Doc
tor Money, you did not write a 14-point paper deal
ing with petty things. You apparently thought the 
particulars you raised are important. If not, why 
did you bring them up? Things tied to culture and 
earth are shaking things and destined to be swept 
away; things tied to the Bible and eternity are un
shaken and shall never pass away. "Wherefore we 
receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us 
have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a 
consuming fire" (Heb. 12:28-29). 

O:filPO 

Money: The attitude of the change agent is an 
important factor. When done in an inappropriate 

14 ~fr~ Found~::! 

manner, change can bring division, not over doctri
nal matters (though that language may be used), but 
over the way the change was brought about. 

The change may in and of itself be within 
bounds of Scripture, but there is a lack of consider
ation for the feelings of others and inadequate time 
and information given. 

Dobbs: We are not talking about paltry things 
but about basic Bible teaching. It is not a matter of 
somebody getting his feelings hurt. Again, the seen 
is the changing, the unseen is the unchanging. Inci
dentally, I know of no one making a fuss over 
changes being made within the bounds of Scripture. 
Still, change for the sake of change, even in matters 
of human opinion, is vain. 

Money: Finally, we must re-dedicate ourselves 
to search relentlessly for truth, which is revealed in 
the Scriptures. We have an infallible revelation in 
Scripture. Unfortunately, we have no infallible in
terpreters of that revelation: not in our religious pa
pers; not in our Christian colleges; not in our pul
pits; not in our elders' meetings. 

We all search with honest and open minds, lis
tening and learning and exchanging ideas and 
studying to the best of our abilities, relying on the 
guidance of God's Spirit to lead us to the light of 
truth as revealed in Scripture. And yes, sometimes 
even changing our minds. 

Dobbs: Yes, we are to "grow in grace and 



knowledge. " Still, no amount of Bible study will 
produce a change in any basic Bible doctrine. No, 
not one! The fundamentals of the faith are stated 
with such clarity in the Bible that any person who 
"wills to do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself' 
(John 7: 17). It would violate the nature of God for 
him to give us a book of instructions we cannot 
know and understand. There are deep things in the 
Bible, but they are not in the area of commands. 
The rudiments of Christianity are concise and clear. 
The central teaching of God's word is unchanging. 
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free" (John 8:32). 

(This installment concludes this discussion. The 

editor of the Firm Foundation stands ready to re
sume a study of these vital topics at any time with 
any competent person. An exchange of this kind 
should help us to appreciate more fully the teaching 
of God's Word. There are a number of other ques
tions that ought to be discussed, such as: Resner's 
position on the virgin birth, Tippens' position on 
deconstructionism, Osburn's position on the role of 
women in worship and the use of instrumental mu
sic in worship, the Allen books and his attack upon 
the church and gospel preachers, and the Bill Love 
position on the core gospel. The question of the 
oneness of the church should also be examined. We 
hereby challenge for further study either in writing 
or orally. Brother Money, it's your move - edito~ 

Change the Method 
But Not the Message 

By W. Wayne Coats 

I n a recent issue of the Christian Chronicle, 
Howard Norton penned what has become a 
very well-known statement among the church 

changers. He said, "Some congregations are dying 
today because they will not say good-bye to the 
methodologies of the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s, that 
do not fit the cultural patterns of urban America in 
the 1990s." We now have the diagnosis and the 
remedy right out of the Chronicle. 

It is most interesting to note how some brethren 
are giving the same spiel about the dying church. 
They have grandiose schemes for changing the 
church, and when you hear one of them, you hear 
the same speech from the rest who clamor for 
change. 

Brother Norton sees some congregations dying, 
and I see the same. On this we agree, but as to why 
congregations are dying we might not agree. He 
thinks churches are dying because they will not say 
good-bye to the methodologies of past decades. In 
other words, congregations are dying because of 
methods. I keep reading and hearing from brethren 
who say that we must change the methods but not 

the message. Like brother Norton, not one of them 
has explained just exactly which method must be 
changed. The old ship of Zion is leaking, tilting, 
gasping, afflicted with dry-rot and tradition. In or
der for it to survive something called "method" 
must be thrown overboard. We may never know 
what needs to be heaved over the side, but let's grab 
a method and fling. 

I plead with the liberals who keep hanging on to 
get down to some serious business, stop their clat
ter, and tell us what method needs to be changed for 
the church to survive. Liberals have at least one 
thing in common. Talk is exceedingly cheap. 

We are well acquainted with the "methodologies 
of the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s." To be sure I was a 
part of that decadent culture which the Johnnies
come-lately like to poke fun at, lambast, and ridi
cule. I just figured back then that preachers needed 
to have enough sense to do what the Lord said and 
go ahead preaching the Word. Looks like we did a 
pretty fair job without all the expertise of the mod
em church changers. 

I'm sure there were "culture patterns" back then, 
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and they probably differed in many areas of the na
tion, but as I remember we didn't need to study 
with a gang of wacko sociologists and psycholo
gists in order to go out preaching the Word. Some
where along the line our brethren have had their 
brains embalmed with sociology and psychology to 
the extent that the Bible, the church, the worship 
and all the rest has to be interpreted in keeping with 
culture. With a few family therapists, child abuse 
therapists, women abuse therapists, and sex thera
pists filling pulpits, editor's chairs and serving as 
guru advisors, perhaps the kingdom will not 
crumble for a little while. I really did not know that 
the "cultural patterns of urban America in the 1990s 
"had supplanted the word of God, but that is exactly 
the implication of brother Norton. He would have 
us to believe that there is a cultural pattern of the 
1990s and the church that does not conform to that 
cultural pattern is destined to die. Therefore there is 
just no hope without conforming to that cultural 
pattern. The Word of God must be looked at 
through culture. 

Of course the implication is patently absurd, but 
liberals thrive on absurdities. I have studied cul
tures, patterns, and urban society in a rather presti
gious university on the graduate and postgraduate 
level, so just maybe and perhaps, I can understand 
about, "culture patterns in urban America." 

It would be downright hilarious if we were 
not dealing with such a serious subject. We will be 
tickled to study the "cultural patterns in urban 
America" with brother Norton or anyone else. 
Please specify, describe, delineate, and identify all 
of those cultural patterns of 1994 in urban America. 
As many thousands of miles as I travel, I must 
know exactly how to deal with each cultural pattern 
in which I might find myself attempting to preach 
the Word. I must take all of my sociology books 
with me when I lecture, and, perhaps, I could take 
an updated Bible along. 

If the occasion should arise where I might be in
vited to preach the gospel in a large urban-area con
gregation if I do not conform to the cultural meth
odology of the city, it could be that after quoting 
Scripture and reading selections from the Bible, the 
church would dry up and die. We must never kill a 
congregation by saying what God has said. 

16 :rr: Founct!~:! 

Adolph Hitler reportedly said that if one tells a 
lie often enough, eventually people will believe it. 
Apply that to the clamor of liberals to change the 
church by changing its methods. Have you noticed 
it is not the method, but it is the message which the 
liberals are bent on changing? They couldn't care 
less about methods. What difference does it make 
whether the collection for their pay is taken in a tub 
or a barrel? We know what they have said and are 
saying, and, of course, their speech betrays them. 
We beg, plead, implore, and, yes, we will bribe them 
to come out and have their speeches examined. 

Like the old-time digressives, the liberals are not 
happy with the restrictions imposed by the Word of 
God. Some of them with a mite of integrity have, 
"gone out from us," rather than hang on and divide 
churches. Some had rather stay, receive pay, and 
talk about changing the church. 

When the liberal writer or preacher gets on his 
soapbox and clutches his security blanket, he can 
really sound off about the conservative congrega
tions who will not say good-bye to yesteryear. The 
liberals all make the same speech. They copy from 
other liberals and denounce the conservatives. 

Would brother Norton please inform us as to 
what extent the Methodists, Presbyterians, and 
Episcopalians have said good-bye to the 1930s, 
1940s and 1950s If he doesn't know, do not disturb 
him. Those denominations have lost members at an 
alarming rate. Why? Everyone knows that those 
liberal groups have tried every conceivable gim
mick, plan, and program that could be concocted, 
yet they continue to dwindle in membership. They 
have managed to turn loose the old methodologies. 
Get brother Norton to tell us, please, whether they 
are growing with their all-new methods. They have 
tried what our liberal brethren want to try in the 
church, and yet they keep losing members. Liberal
ism with its social gospel is not the answer. The lib
eral Methodists can tell us about losing one million 
members in the last 10 years while trying to "fit the 
cultural pattern of urban America." No, I do not 
think brother Norton and those who think like him 
will listen, and they won't talk in places where they 
can have their foolishness answered. 

I have another point for those who are inebriated 
with the culture-pattern hogwash. We all know that 



the Holy Rollers are growing all over the nation. 
Maybe brother Norton would favor us with an edi
torial about the mad scramble of the Holy Rollers to 
"fit the cultural patterns of urban America." That 
would give us something else to laugh about. The 
ultraconservative Pentecostal groups are not dying 
out. Many of their preachers could not even spell 
"culture patterns." They are conservatives, and they 
are not anxious about culture patterns and method
ologies. Why do they grow? 

The liberals are dead wrong in their assessment, 
but being wrong doesn't bother liberals. They claim 
the church is dying because it will not abandon 
something called method. They really mean that the 
message must be changed, altered, revamped, and 
reshaped. That is what they are saying, and we 
challenge them to deny it. They lampoon the con
servative church and picture it as being afflicted 
with the dry heaves. In that case we beg and plead 
with them to please explain why the conservative 
Holy-Roller church is growing so rapidly. The lib
erals would have us to believe that the church must 
adapt the viewpoint of liberals if we are to survive. 
If that be the case, please explain why the liberal 
sects are dwindling away at such a rapid rate. It 
wouldn't cost very much to just print the truth. 
Sometimes fiction makes for a better editorial. It 
has not been my purpose in this paper to dissect all 
the problems in the church, but the greatest problem 
is the increasing encroachments of liberalism as 
seen among some editors, and schools, and com
promising preachers. 

Yes, the church is not growing in many areas 
and, brother, the answer is often found in modem
ism and liberalism. I believe brother Norton might 
be an instructor in a college or university. I would 
like for him, or someone, to tell me the total amount 
of money which has been poured into the coffers of 
such schools as Pepperdine, ACU, Harding, Freed
Hardeman, and Lipscomb within the last 40 years. 
When that astronomical figure is made known, then 
I will add another chapter to my book entitled Why 
the Church Is Dying. 

The liberals and modernists have been creeping 
into the college classrooms with undercover tactics, 
and young liberals have hatched out like nests of 
buzzards. I'm not the person who boasted about 

being a liberal before ~ college class. The schools 
attempt to control the church, and, like parasites, 
the life of the church is slowly sucked away by the 
schools. The pity is that most everyone knows this 
is true, but most everyone is too shaky to say any
thing about it. 

There is a great difference in method and mes
sage. It is interesting to notice how the liberals be
gin to write and talk about method, and in a very 
adroit manner they jump over to message. Themes
sage is being changed. Why deny it? Why try to 
cover it up? Why attempt to use a pretrial diver
sion? Do you need a page filled with liberal quotes 
showing changes in the message? Any book filled 
with such statements would hardly impress the lib
eral-minded people. They can always retort, "You 
just misunderstood." Well, of course, we are too 
dense to understand about changing the message, 
but we are expected to read articles and understand 
them regarding methods. Yes, yes indeed! 

U'O~!lfiP 
HEAVEN'S 

IMPERATIVE, 
OR 

MAN'S 
INNOVATIONS? 

• CURTIS A. CATES • 
Foreword by 

GARLAND ELKINS 

184 Hillview 
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 

/HEAVEN'S IMPERATIVE,'\ 

OR 

\.. MAN'S INNOVATIONS? 

CURTIS A. CATES 

% 

In regard to the Bible, Curtis A. Cates, Ed.D., is one of 
the most knowledgeable men known to me. Further, he 
knows how to "get to the heart" of whatever issue he is pur
suing. His latest book is entitled Worship: Heavens Im
perative, or Mans Innovations? 

In my judgment, it would be greatly rewarding for this 
book of fifty-two pages to be taught to every person from, 
say, ten years of age to the oldest members of the congrega
tion. Thus, I urge the elders of every congregation to con
sider using this book as a study for every class (at least on 
Wednesday nights). Do this, brethren - you will not be 
sorry you did! Thomas B. Warren 

CATES PUBUCATIONS 
5512 Cottonwood • Memphis, Tennessee 38115 

($3.50 plus $1.00 postage and handling) 
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Missionary Page -Albert Gardner 

Forsake Not Old Mission Work 
By E. Claude Gardner 

T hank God for the impetus for mission work 
in Russia, Ukraine, India, Nigeria, and other 
places which are being so fruitful. The 

church never engages in too much evangelism. 
While our attention is being focused on nations 

where there is unusual receptivity, may we not for
get and forsake "old" mission works. Congrega
tions should be careful to stand by their loyal mis
sionaries even though the results are not as glow
ing. We need to be reminded that the Lord asks us 
to go to "all nations." Whenever a bright work is 
brought to the attention of the elders and the con
gregation, may we suggest that the congregation be 
given an opportunity to commit to this new effort 
rather than eliminating the "old" mission effort. 
With the new work properly presented, the dedi
cated Christians will respond sacrificially. 

A case in point is the work of Alastair T. Ferrie 
of Glasgow, Scotland. He has lost some of his sup
port, and he is now engaged in part-time secular 
work. I am acquainted with brother Ferrie, and I be
lieve him to be capable and sound in the faith. He is 
a Bible preacher. In 1991 I visited in Glasgow and 
spoke at the newly formed Northside congregation 
which he and Jon Galloway began. This work is 
difficult, but it is making some progress. 

Brother Ferrie is blessed with a lovely family. 
His wife, Linda, is an asset to him and the church. 
Their five children are Susan, 17; Colin, 15; Mark, 
12; Paula, 10; and Craig, 8. Like Noah, if he saves 
his family, he will do well. His five children will 
likely make many contacts with their friends. 

Alastair T. Ferrie was born in Glasgow, Scot
land, on October 30, 1950. He has had good 
preaching and teaching experience for about 20 
years. He began working in Edinburgh with the re
spected Scottish preacher, Andrew Gardiner. 

Brother Ferrie recently gave this report of the 
work and of his needs: 
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The work of preaching the gospel in Glas
gow is going well. We have had three addi
tions this year so far in our new Northside 
work, we have a booth at a major exhibition in 
the Scottish Exhibition Centre, and we have 
just begun a brand new exciting training 
programme to assist in maturing church lead
ers among the churches in the Central Belt of 
Scotland. Around 40 have enrolled in our new 
Open Bible School Tutorial Night School. 

Would a congregation be interested in 
helping us to continue to do a profitable work 
for the Lord here in Scotland? We are in need 
of two types of helpers: 

1) Someone who would be interested in 
taking on the sponsorship of our work. This 
would involve receiving and channelling 
funds to us, and helping to keep others inter
ested by sharing reports, etc. 

2) Other congregations who would be 
prepared to help, even in a small way each 
month, or by occasional one time offerings. 

We promise to keep you informed of the 
work as it progresses with regular reports. You 
would have the opportunity to make a differ
ence in restoring the church in Glasgow to its 
former heights. A video is being prepared 
showing some of our work and copies of this 
can be obtained from Dennis Youngblood 
(deacon), Church of Christ, 7th & College 
Sts., Mayfield, Ky. 

If you know of someone to whom I 
should send a pack of information, please get 
that information to me, and I will send it out. 

Interested persons or congregations 
should write: 

Alastair T. Ferrie 
9 Mharie Place 
Bonhill 
Dunbartonshire 
G83 9PP 
Scotland 

Telephone: 0389 50681 372 Mill Street 

Henderson, TN 38340 
Fp 



Studies in the Restoration 6 
By L. L. Brigance 

Liberalism '' T ake heed, brethren, lest there be in any of 
you an evil heart of unbelief, in depart-
ing from the living God" (Heb. 3:12). 

During the first quarter of a century after the 
Restoration was fully launched, peace, harmony, 
brotherly love, cooperation, and unity prevailed. 
The reason for this happy state of affairs was that 
all believed the Bible to be the inspired Word of 
God, our only rule of faith and practice, and that 
our hope of heaven depended upon our faithful and 
implicit obedience to all of its requirements. The 
brethren all subscribed both in theory and practice 
to Thomas Campbell's famous statement: "Where 
the Scriptures speak, we speak, where the Scrip
tures are silent, we are silent." They did not misun
derstand the meaning of this saying either. They 
knew nothing about "areas of silence." Great dis
covery, that! It exactly reverses the meaning of 
Thomas Campbell's troublesome statement. These 
"latter-day saints" certainly owe a debt of gratitude 
to the ingenious brother that made this discovery. 
They can now go complacently on without embar
rassment and still claim to be in harmony with the 
principles of the Restoration. 

First Evidences of Change 
After having won the victory over denomina

tionalism by wearing the Christian armor and using 
the sword of the Spirit, the brethren then lost it in 
the peace that followed. Instead of the enemy sur
rendering to them, they surrendered to the enemy 
-that is, a large part. of them did. A little recogni
tion and flattery on the part of the denominations 
began to win them over, and they have been going 
over ever since. They began to admire their erst
while enemies and to imitate them. In observing the 
denominational system, they decided it was supe
rior to the simple New Testament plan which they 
had been following. They discovered they were 

"out of date," woefully behind the times, non-pro
gressive. The first symptoms of unrest and dissatis
faction and a desire for change began to appear 
about 1830 in "cooperative meetings." Sometimes a 
few individuals would organize with president, sec
retary, and treasurer, raise means by contributions, 
and employ preachers to go into destitute places. 
This was called "individual cooperation." Then a 
few churches would unite for this purpose, and the 
organization was known as the "cooperation of 
churches." The next step was the organization of 
the churches of a county, which was later enlarged 
to include the churches of the counties composing a 
congressional district and called "district meet
ings." In June 1835, a meeting for the entire state of 
Indiana was held in Indianapolis. This became an 
annual affair. The next step was the national organi
zation known as the American Christian Missionary 
Society in 1849. 

Another evidence of the growth of liberalism 
was agitation for the "pastor system." In a bio
graphical sketch of Benjamin Franklin, presumably 
written by John F. Rowe, it is said: 

About the period of 1856 the 'pastorate' began 
to be discussed. This meant, by its special ad
vocates, that 'educated pastors' must take the 
oversight of the churches. A 'peace' having 
been 'conquered,' the churches were all to be 
reconstructed. There had been 'too much war,' 
said the advocates of the 'pastorate,' and the 
time for 'developing the resources of the 
churches had come.' The advocacy of this 
'peace measure' had the effect of curtailing 
the work of the evangelist. The mind of the 
brotherhood had been diverted from the evan
gelical field - which has ever been the forts 
of the disciples of Christ - by the cry for an 
'educated ministry' and 'settled pastors.' 

The pioneer evangelists at once took alarm. 
They saw trouble brewing for the churches, and im
mediately began to sound out warnings. Benjamin 

~fr~ Founm!::! 19 



Franklin "ever maintained that the efficiency and 
government of the individual churches belongs to 
the scriptural eldership, and not to the "pastor," an 
officer raised above the elder and unknown to the 
New Testament. He early foresaw that the introduc
tion of an officer unknown in the Word of God 
would foment agitation, if, indeed, it would not 
cause an open rupture." He accordingly raised his 
pen against it in the American Christian Review of 
February 1856. Because what he said was true then 
and is now, and because we have the same trouble 
rapidly rising among the churches of Christ today, 
we quote him as follows: 

If we are not sadly mistaken, here is where the 
attention of the brotherhood needs directing 
now. It is no matter how many schemes the 
brethren engage in, nor how good their object, 
if they neglect evangelizing, the cause will 
fail. In every city, town, village, and neighbor
hood where evangelical labors are not en
joyed, the cause is languishing and suffering. 
The attention of the evangelists has been di
vided and distracted by unavailing and useless 
schemes, to the neglect of the great evangeli
cal work. Schemes of organization have been 
commented on until the brethren have become 
sickened, and they tum from the subject at the 
first sight of the caption of an article treating 
on it, feeling conscious that it will not afford 
relief. Long theories upon officers and their 
qualifications and fine descriptions of the de
tails · of the pastorate appear in the prints, but 
the churches fall soundly asleep under their 
fine theories. If we intend to save the cause, 
we, as evangelists of Christ, have something 
more to do than to seek good places and 
earthly comfort. The Lord did not intend evan
gelists to open an office and sit down in it and 
wait for sinners to come to them to be con
verted; but he intended the living preacher to 
go to sinners and with the living voice preach 
the Word of the living God. The command is 
to go, go, and keep going while God shall give 
us life; go, believing in God, with a strong 
faith, trusting in the Lord for a support now 
and eternal glory in the world to come. 

A little preaching on the Lord's day will not do 
the work. The Word should be preached every day 
and every night, as far as possible. We cannot con
fine our labors to cities, towns, and villages, expect
ing preaching to be brought to us, as work to a tai
lor, hatter, or shoemaker; but we must go out into 
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the country among the people, and be one of them, 
as messengers sent from God to take them to 
heaven. We are not to confine ourselves to the fine 
meetinghouses, but, when we can do no better, to 
the courthouse, the town or city hall, the old semi
nary, the schoolhouse, or the private dwelling, and 
preach to the people. We must not wait for the large 
assembly, but preach to the few, the small, humble, 
and unpromising congregations. We must not 
merely pretend to preach, while we are only com
plaining of them and telling how bad they are, 
whining over them and murmuring, showing con
tempt for them and for all their arrangements, but 
preach to them in the name of the Lord, remember
ing that in every form we see there is a living spirit, 
upon which Jesus looked when he died, and which 
is worth more than the great globe on which he 
walks. No matter how lowly, how humble, how 
poor and uncomely all their temporal arrangements, 
you will find on acquaintance some who will love 
the Lord, tum from their sins, and become jewels in 
the Lord's and also in the preacher's crown of re
joicing. 

L. L. Brigance, now resting from his labors. 
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Dead 
By John M. Brown 

''Woman Lay Dead in House 4 Years 
Before Being Found" was a headline 
in the Lexington, Ky., Herald-Leader 

(Oct. 27, 1993). 
The woman was a recluse. Her name: Adele A. 

Gaboury of Worcester, Mass. This woman did not 
speak to anyone and did not want anyone to speak 
to her. She sought no social contact. A neighbor re
lated: "She didn't want anyone bothering her at all. 
She just wanted to be left alone. I guess she got her 
wish, but it's awfully sad." Another neighbor said: 
"My heart bleeds for her, but you can't blame a 
soul. If she saw you out there, she never said hello 
to you." 

Her neighbors noticed she wasn't coming out. 
Her brother told them he thought she was in a nurs
ing home. So, the neighbors cut her grass to keep it 
from becoming an eyesore. Life went on. 

Eventually the mailman noticed that mail was 
piling up inside the house (he put it through a slot in 
the door). The police were called. After two trips, 
her body was found in a six-foot-high pile of trash 
on the kitchen floor. She had died of natural causes 
four years earlier. 

The story made me think about those "missing" 
from the church of our Lord - Christians who 
have become unfaithful to Christ and his church. 

To the faithful: Do you look for those among the 
flock who are no longer with us? Ones who once 
were actively involved in the congregation, who 
have fallen away? Do we miss them? Do we care? 
Elders, do you seek the straying sheep? 

"How think ye? if a man have a hundred sheep, 
and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave 
the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, 
and seeketh that which is gone astray? And if so be 
that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth 
more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine 
which went not astray. Even so it is not the will of 

your Father which is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish" (Matt. 18: 12-14). 

God desires all to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4) and 
doesn't want any to perish (2 Pet. 3:9). We must 
have that same wish. 

To the unfaithful: Are you missed? Are you so 
busy about the work of the Lord that your disap
pearance would be detected? Or are you so inactive 
regarding the congregation and its work for God 
that if you dropped out, no one would notice? 

I do not excuse Christians who are unconcerned 
about unfaithful brethren, but let's be honest. Some 
brothers and sisters are so careless about their atten
dance at worship, that we are more surprised when 
they show up than when they don't! And some are 
so unconcerned and uninvolved in the Lord's work 
that it is hard for us to miss them when there's work 
to be done because we have never been able to 
count on them. 

Back to the newspaper story. Who was at fault in 
allowing the woman to lay dead four years without 
being found? Was it the lady's fault for being are
cluse? Was it the brother's fault for not knowing 
anything about his sister? Was it the neighbors' 
fault for not trying to check? 

Whose fault is it when the wayward brother or 
sister is not sought out? Is it the fault of the faith
ful? Or is it the fault of the unfaithful member who 
was never very involved anyway? 

This is a two-way street. We must be concerned 
about those no longer with us. And we must be so 
engaged in the church's work that our vacant chair 
would be immediately noticed. 

May God help us to have the closeness, warmth, 
love, and fellowship in our congregations that we 
care one for another. "Let brotherly love abound." 

P. 0. Box 871 
Flatwoods, KY 41139 
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''Stand Up and Be Counted'' 
By J. E. Choate 

T he above title contains the words in a head
line which appeared June 7, 1947, in the 
Christian Standard. The "conservative" and 

"liberal" leaders in the Christian Church were en
gaged in a bitter power struggle for church control. 
It was a story similar to the attempted takeover of 
the churches of Christ by the "digressives" at the 
turn of the century. The missionary society was the 
villain in the piece. 

Odd as it may seem, the missionary society was· 
at the heart of the problem in the attempt of the di
gressives to force the organ and missionary society 
into the Southern churches. However, the nature of 
the problem was different The officers and sup
porters of the United Christian Missionary Society 
were demanding an ever-growing share of the 
church contributions for its operations even to the 
point of challenging the control of the local 
churches by its own elders. 

The tensions in the Christian Church continued 
to mount until two distinct Restoration fellowships 
were formed: the Independent Christian Church 
and the liberal Disciples of Christ which resulted 
from the 1968 restructure which was forced by the 
"liberal" Disciples. This story under other circum
stance would be just another story in church history 
of the liberal element in the Christian Church. How 
all of this came about becomes more than a matter 

-Bouseparents
Needed 

Spiritually mature Christian couples 
interested in becoming 

Rouseparents 

-Medina Children's Home
Route 16, Box 75 

Medina, TX 78055 
Phone (512) 589-2871 

22 April 1994 
Firm Foundation 

of just church history. There is indeed a likeness in 
this story to the present struggles now ongoing 
among churches of Christ. 

There is a powerful and growing group of liberal 
brethren in the churches of Christ who are seeking 
to infiltrate and take over control of the conservative 
churches of Christ. Part of their strategy is to con
vince conservative churches that they are dying on 
the vine because of their traditional and antiquated 
ways of carrying on the worship of the church. 

The First Major Division 
in the Christian Church 

At the tum of this century the Restoration 
churches were generally known as the Christian 
Church or the Church of Christ. No clear distinction 
between the two fellowships had been made up to 
that time. This state of affairs would radically 
change between 1890 and 1910. To be sure there 
had been the ongoing struggle over the American 
Christian Missionary Society and the use of the or
gan in church worship, but no split had resulted. 

All of this began to change dramatically in 1890 
when the leaders in the Christian Church began 
their dramatic moves to introduce the organ and the 
missionary society into the Tennessee churches. 
The opposition to the digressives was led by David 
Lipscomb and his associates. The influence of the 
Christian Standard and the Christian-Evangelist 
were pitted against the Gospel Advocate. It is a 
well-known story that the digressives lost their bid 
to move the organ and missionary society into the 
Southern churches. 

Nevertheless, churches were divided. And the 
Newbern, Tenn., church lawsuit was fought out in 
the chancery court of Dyer County, Tenn. with the 
digressives as the winner. It was not until the famed 
music debate between Ira M. Boswell and N.B. 
Hardeman in 1923 that the digressives came to the 
realization that the Tennessee churches were not for 
the taking. 



Until recent years, communications between the 
churches of Christ and the Christian Church have 
been almost nonexistent. 

This began to change in 1984 when a vocal and 
liberal element in the churches of Christ joined 
in meetings with spokesmen for the Independent 
Christian Church in what came to be known as 
the "Joplin Summit." A cozy relationship has blos
somed in the years since between such of our 
brethren as Rubel Shelly and Calvin Warpula and 
equally well-known men in the Christian Church. 

Following the Newbern lawsuit which was 
settled in 1905, the Christian Church and the 
churches of Christ would be listed separately in the 
United States Religious Census as the Christian 
Church and the Church of Christ. 

A Second Major Division 
in the Christian Church 

Our story now takes a sudden dramatic change. 
Having lost in their bid to take over the Tennessee 
churches, the digressives would engage in bitter in
ternal church conflicts over the next 40 years 
(1926-1968). The primary reason is already given 
which lay in the struggle of the supporters of the 
International Convention and the United Christian 
Missionary Society to gain control over the Chris
tian Churches. 

As a matter of fact, the seeds of conflict were 
being sown before the tum of the century. An in
creasing number of powerful intellectual leaders in 
the Christian Church were embracing the liberal 
forms of the "new theology" which were identified 
with Graf-Wellhausen Documentary Hypothesis 
and Form and Source Criticism of Scripture. The 
charges of the fact were first made and then con
firmed in the takeover of the College of the Bible in 
1917. 

The United Christian Missionary Society was 
covertly practicing "open membership" in the 
China mission field. There was an ever-growing 
resentment over the control of the churches by the 
International Convention and the United Christian 
Missionary Society. 

All of this finally came to a head during the In
ternational Convention which met in 1926 in Mem
phis, Tenn. The conservatives called for a post-con
vention meeting for November 12, 1926, to set up 

the machinery for the organization of the American 
Christian Missionary Convention. The NACC met 
for the first time on October 12-19, 1927, in India
napolis, Ind. It was not the usual convention and 
was not meant to be. It was more like a great home
coming of the church members from all over the 
nation. The NACC has met annually in the years 
since with upwards of ten thousand in attendance. 

Odd as it may seem, the Disciples continued to 
live together in a constant state of conflict for the 
next 20 years. The struggle for control on the part 
of the leaders in the International Convention and 
the United Missionary society continued to mount. 
Church litigations were initiated by the convention 
officials to challenge the authority of the church el
ders. The struggles of the Christian Church and the 
church of Christ after 1900 pale in comparison with 
the internal struggles in the Christian Church for 
domination. The International Convention would 
have its way at all costs. 

One of the strangest ironies in the history of the 
Restoration Movement has been the great debates 
over whether the organized societies and conven
tions even have a scriptural right to exist. The 
Christian Church divided twice in this century over 
the intrusive and meddling influence of these orga
nizations. The only opposition ever expressed by 
the Independent Christian Church against the soci
eties has been to resist their meddling influence in 
the local affairs of the church. 
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Stand Up and Be Counted 
The Christian Standard had fired the first sal

vos which wracked the College of the Bible 
through the spring and summer months of 1917. It 
would do the same again when it carried headlines 
on June 7., 1947., calling upon the faithful to 
"Stand Up and Be Counted" in opposition to the 
high-handed methods of the "convention" and 
"society" for their running roughshod over the op
position who resisted their tactics. For weeks the 
Christian Standard printed the names in the 
"Honor Roll of the Faithful" of preachers., church 
leaders., and churches who opposed the Interna
tional Convention with devastating effect. 

Dwight E. Stevenson said that the date., June 7, 
1947., marked the time of the decisive separation 
of the "liberals" and the "Independent" Disciples. 
The gulf between the two churches widened. They 
were no longer in speaking distance. The conven
tion and missionary society leaders faced up to the 
fact that they must take drastic action to salvage 
their vested interest in the Restoration Movement. 
This took the form of setting up the machinery to 
"restructure" the Christian Church over a ten-year 
period into a full-fledged denomination. 

Pull Out Before It Is Too Late 
Prior to the completion of the process for the 

formal "Restructure of 1968.," James DeForest 
Murch sent out two "open letters" to the leaders of 
the Christian Church all over the nation. The ex
penses were paid for by P.D. Phillips. 

The two documents were captioned - "Free
dom or Restructure.," and "The Truth About Re
structure." The warning was that the Christian 
Church to save their churches from the "take
overs" which would follow "Restructure" had bet
ter pull out before it was too late. The conserva
tive Christian Churches pulled out in droves. The 
move left the "liberal" Disciples stunned and reel
ing. They have not recovered and today suffer the 
largest decline in membership of any American 
denomination 

In the meantime., the "Independent" Christian 
Church has prospered. The liberals in the 
churches of Christ are now knocking at their door 
and seeking a broadening base of fellowship. 
They are at home with one another in the annual 
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Restoration Forums., and leading "scholars" from 
both fellowships are engaged in writing a joint com
mentary of the New Testament. Rubel Shelly is an 
invited guest speaker at major functions of the Inde
pendent Christian Church. Brethren, the sound of 
"instrumental music" is already being heard in a 
growing number of churches of Christ. 

A Sobering Parallel 
This article was not written to highlight a chapter 

in Restoration history. The underlying purpose is to 
draw a parallel. The liberals in churches of Christ 
have been hard at work over the past 30 years to 
mount a working strategy to take over the conserva
tive churches of Christ. The liberals have come out 
of the "closet" by degrees. Their views are expressed 
in the now defunct Mission magazine., Image, the 
Christian Scholars Conference papers., Wineskins, the 
Nashville Jubilee, and a growing number of other 
communication mediums. 

There is an overt warning in this article to the 
conservative churches of Christ which is to "Wake 
Up to Know Your Foes" before it is too late. Your 
adversaries are working night and day to infiltrate the 
churches., and they do so with a great show of spiritu
ality and many protestations that they remain true to 
the Word of God. There is no need for further elabo
ration at this point. The growing unrest in the 
churches of Christ is now being felt all across the 
country. Stay tuned in for later developments! The 
news stories are breaking fast. 3714* Belmont Blvd. 
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We've got a lot of friends out there, and we 
need them everyone - and more. Each 
month our readers heap praise on the Firm 

Foundation for its uncompromising stand for the 
truth of the gospel. Here is a sampling from our 
mailbag: "Enclosed is our check to pay for a sub
scription to the Firm Foundation for one of our 
deacons .... More brethren need to stand up and be 
counted .... Your debate with Money is on target. ... 
Please continue our subscription .... My brother's 
birthday is right away, and I want to send him a 
year's subscription to the Firm Foundation . ... I am 
85 years old, and I remember my parents subscrib
ing to the Firm Foundation. . .. It hurts me to know 
that so many of our preachers and universities have 
strayed. ... You do not know me, but I just had to 
write and tell you how much I appreciate your ar
ticles exposing ACU's Andre Resner. His article in 
Wineskins was sickening. ... I am recovering from 
cancer surgery. I would like to commend you for 
the work you are doing in the Firm Foundation, I 
wouldn't be without it. ... Keep up the good work. 
It's later than any of us think." 

Thank you for your encouraging sentiments. We 
need all the help we can get. Sometimes "the way is 
weary and long," but your constant reassurance and 
support gives us confidence and we press on. We 
are also grateful for our critics; without them we 
would have no reliable gauge as to the effectiveness 
of our work. Thank you, one and all. 

Shocking 
0 ''The most visible and influential group is 

the North American Man/Boy Love Association. 
Formed in the late 1970s, NAMBLA has offices in 
New York and San Francisco and affiliate branches 
nationwide. Hiding behind the frrst amendment 
guarantee of free speech, NAMBLA clearly advo
cates pedophilia through its meetings and publica
tions. It supports, among other things, eliminating 
the age of consent for children to have sex with 
adults. 'We work to organize support for boys and 

men who have or desire consensual sexual and 
emotional relationships,' states one of its publica
tions" (Reader's Digest, June 1993, p. 71). 

Choate on the Schools 
0 Schools are established by brethren to provide 

our children with a secular education in a moral and 
spiritual environment. If our schools fail us here, 
why should they continue to exist? Numerous ex
cellent public and private schools are all around us. 
The scholars in academia are not charged to tear 
your children away from their Christian roots. Their 
business is education. Christian schools have been 
losing their mooring (Yokefellow, June 17, 1993). 

Killers, etc. 
0 ''Criminologist Marvin Wolfgang compiled 

arrest records for every male born - and raised in 
Philadelphia- in 1945 and in 1958. Just 7 percent 
of each age group committed two-thirds of all vio
lent crime, including three-fourths of the rapes and 
robberies, and virtually all of the murders .... Audi
ences are shocked when they are told that violent 
criminals serve only 5.5 years for murder, 3.0 years 
for rape, 2.25 years for robbery, and 1.28 years for 
assault We have to ask the question, is 5.5 years 
long enough to serve in prison for intentionally tak
ing another human being's life?" (Newsweek, Sept. 
13, 1993, p. 12). 

Crime and Punishment 
0 ''Today, for a burglary, for example, the 

chance of arrest is 7 percent. If you are unlucky 
enough to be one of the 7 percent arrested, relax; 
only 87 percent of the arrestees are prosecuted. Of 
those only 79 percent are convicted. Then only 25 
percent of those convicted actually go to prison. 
Multiplying out all these possibilities gives your 
would be burglar a 1.2 percent chance of going to 
jail. ... Once in prison, a burglar will stay there for 
about 13 months, but since more than 98 percent of 
burglaries never result in a prison sentence, the av
erage sentence for each act of burglary is only 4.8 
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days. Similar calculations yield an expected punish
ment in 1990 of 1.8 years for murder, 60.5 days for 
rape, and 6. 7 days for arson. For every crime the 
punishment has declined over the decades and con
tinued to decline between 1988 and 1990. When 
punishments rise, crime falls. California increased 
its prison population 314 percent between 1980 and 
1991, and the crime rate fell by 13 percent" (The 
American Spectator, May 1993, p. 45). 

"For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to 
the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? 
do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of 
the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for 
good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for 
he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minis
ter of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him. 
that doeth evil" (Rom. 13:3-4). 

What was that about "bearing not the sword in 
vain." If it were dead certain that criminals would 
be executed for capital crimes, we would cut such 
crimes drastically and reduce the prison population. 
"Because sentence against an evil work is not ex
ecuted speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of 
men is fully set in them to do evil" (Eccl. 8:11). 

We must get tough on crime, or crime will get 
tougher on us. 

Queer Marriages 
0 A proposed District of Columbia domestic 

partners ordinance would allow ''unmarried, adult, 
non-dependent, cohabitants to register with the 
mayor as 'domestic partners.' They would receive 
health care benefits and certain other legal rights. In 
previous years, this measure was promoted as the 
'same-sex marriage' act and has been a clear at
tempt by the homosexual lobby to redefine family 
to gain acceptance of their lifestyle" (Washington 
Watch, July 19, 1993, p. 2). 

Sodomites 

0 President Clinton has come to the support of 
homosexual rights groups with a letter strongly op
posing anti-gay ballot initiatives in states across the 
county. 

"Those who would legalize discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation or any other grounds 
are gravely mistaken about the values that make our 
nation strong," Clinton said in a letter to the Gay 
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and Lesbian Victory Fund. "The essential right to 
equality must not be denied by a ballot initiative or 
otherwise" (Houston Chronicle, Feb. 16, 1994). Pe
dophiles neither excepted nor denied. 

Liberals Are the Enemy 
0 In 1935 John Murray gave this assessment of 

the typical modernist: 
The modernist very often prides himself on 
the supposition that he is concerned with life, 
with the principles of conduct and the making 
operative of the principles of Jesus in all de
partments of life, individual, social, ecclesias
tical, industrial, and political. His slogan has 
been that Christianity is life, not doctrine, and 
he thinks that the orthodox Christian or funda
mentalist, as he likes to name him, is con
cerned simply with the conservation and per
petuation of outward dogmas of doctrinal be
lief, a concern which makes orthodoxy in his 
esteem a cold and lifeless petrification of 
Christianity. 

Most Christians - particularly church leaders 
and especially schoolmen - are unreceptive to 
such warnings. 

After all, it wasn't as if outsiders were impos
ing new teachings on the church; these were 
people from within the denominations - and 
scholars at that. Certainly they had no agenda 
to undermine the core of orthodox theology or 
attack the heart of Christianity itself. Divisive
ness and schism seemed far grater dangers 
than apostasy (quoted in the book Ashamed of 
the Gospel). 

Consider how well that fits conditions within the 
churches of Christ today. 

More About Scholars 
0 Nathan 0. Hatch., vice president for graduate 

studies and research at the University of Notre 
Dame, in Christianity Today (Nov. 22, 1993) gives 
us an insider's insight to scholarship. He wrote: 

What an amazing- and perilous- time to be 
a Christian scholar. The modem intellectual 
world, of which I am a part, is adrift, unwilling 
to allow any claim of certainty by which judg
ments are to be made ... Secular pluralism, 
long prevalent on university campuses, is 
nearly as pervasive in everyday life. Furious 
debates over abortion and homosexual rights, 
values education, and multiculturalism engage 
common folks ... not just the intellectuals. . .. 
Andrew Greeley said, ... 'The slow, methodical 
poking around of the scholar, his dispassionate 



suspension of judgment, his proclivity for nu
ance and qualification, and his refusal to pro
vide the kind of answers that are wanted when 
they are wanted are intolerable if the enemy is 
at the gates. Indeed it is not clear that the 
scholar might not be on the side of the enemy.' 

Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free." Don't scholars know this? 
No, because you can't know anything! That is what 
pluralism means! We don't need a Catholic scholar 
to tell us that scholars don't know anything, be
cause we have our own scholars that daily spout the 
drivel that nothing is sure, everything is relative, 
and ignorance is bliss. So, we already know that we 
cannot know. Can't know anything. Can't judge 
anything. Kant (Immanuel) is king. Those idiot "red 
shirts" are so dumb they think two plus two is four. 
Anyhow, us scholars know better, I think ... hope .. . 
suppose ... imagine ... conjecture ... speculate .. . 
suspect ... assume ... 

Top Doc 
0 "ff I could be 'condom queen' and get every 

young person who is engaging in sex to use a con
dom in the United States, I would wear a crown on 
my head with a condom on it. I would!" (U.S. Sur
geon General Joycelyn Elders). 

Who Cares? 
0 The October 1993 Reader~ Digest reports 

''Throughout southern Asia every year, thousands 
of children are delivered into sexual slavery. Girls, 
and boys as young as four are bought, sold and sto
len to serve this repellent trade." 

Does Welfare Fare Well? 
The Heritage Foundation's Robert Rector told 

Congress in 1992: 
The central dilemma of the welfare state is 
that nearly all of the cash, food, housing, and 
medical programs designed to alleviate mate
rial poverty have the harmful side effect of 
profoundly increasing behavioral poverty. the 
current welfare system fosters dependency 
and family disintegration. The erosion of the 
work ethic and family structure in turn demol
ishes the real-life prospects of low-income 
Americans, greatly contributing to crime, 
school failure, and other problems. 

Scholar Charles Murray went even further in a 
recent Wall Street Journal article: "Illegitimacy is 

the single most important social problem of our 
time," Murray wrote, "more important than crime, 
drugs, poverty, illiteracy, welfare, or homelessness 
because it drives everything else." 

"In the calculus of illegitimacy, the constants are 
... boys like to sleep with girls; ... girls think babies 
are endearing," Murray wrote: "Human societies 
have historically channeled these elemental forces 
of human behaviors via thick walls of rewards and 
penalties that constrained the overwhelming major
ity of births to take place within marriage. The past 
30 years have seen those walls cave in." 

Rector told Congress: "We must also strengthen 
the church in the inner-city community across the 
country. Religious belief is the strongest single fac
tor in determining whether or not a poor child will 
finish school and escape from poverty." 

Wisconsin Governor Tommy Thompson said, 
"Our current welfare system may best be conceptu
alized as a system which offers each single mother 
a 'paycheck' which is worth an average of between 
$8,500 and $15,000 depending on the state." 

Rector said in his 1992 speech: "The mother has 
a contract with the government. She will continue 
to receive her money as long as she fulfills two con
ditions: She must not work, and she must not marry 
an employed male. ... Welfare has converted the 
low-income working husband from a necessary 
breadwinner into a net financial handicap." 

"For even when we were with you, this we com
manded you, that if any would not work, neither 
should he eat" (2 Thess. 3:10). 

"A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, 
and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again" 
(Prov. 19:24). 

"The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his 
hands refuse to labour'' (Prov. 21:25). 

"I went by the field of the slothful, and by the 
vineyard of the man void of understanding; And, lo, 
it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had 
covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof 
was broken down. Then I saw, and considered it 
well: I looked upon it, and received instruction. Yet 
a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one 
that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man" 
(Prov. 24:30-34 ). 
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That's Different 
~Patty Newman, in Pass the Poverty, relates: 

Can you imagine my shock when I went into a 
welfare department and said, 'Do you mean to 
tell me that a woman can come in here every 
nine months and begin to get checks for an
other illegitimate child?' The welfare man 
said, 'Oh, no, Mrs. Newman, she has to claim 
a different man as father every time or else she 
doesn't get the money.' 

Nail on the Head 
~John Danforth, U.S. senator from Missouri: 

There are big issues like race, child pregnancy, 
drugs, people shooting people. None ... is 
likely to be solved by me or Bill Clinton or 
anyone in Washington. What is needed is to 
convince people that they have a responsibil
ity for how they live. 

Those British 
~The London Daily Mail released the last week 

in January 1994 what it calls "the most exhaustive 
survey ever conducted into British sexual habits." 
The most stunning finding was that only 1.1 percent 
of British men said they were active homosexuals, a 
figure similar to the most recent American poll. 

Worth Thinking About 

~ "We are bored with the normal. And, it seems, 
we are bored with the good and the decent. So my 
question is this: If people are fascinated by sexual 
mutilation today, what will it take to fascinate them 
tomorrow?" (Rush Limbaugh in Newsweek). 

~ "Labels don't have such a great record. Judg
ing from the success of most Americans in pro
gramming their VCR's, we either don't read or 
don't understand instructions. Every day, people 
buy and smoke cigarettes, which have, in essence, 
instructions that say, 'Don't smoke me!' What it 
boils down to is that if people are quick to tum on a 
new table saw without paying attention to the in
structions, they're sure not going to study the offi
cial specifications for safe cheeseburgers" (New 
York Times Magazine on the new federal meat la
beling requirements). 

Attention 

~ "I would appreciate ... your giving some of 
my works notice. I have debated three atheistic evo
lutionists (Dr. Antony Flew, University in England; 
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Dr. Wallace Matson, professor in the University of 
California at Berkeley; and Dr. J.E. Barnhart, pro
fessor at the University of North Texas). Each of 
these men holds a doctorate in philosophy. My 
books can be ordered from NCP, P.O. Box 6709, 
Moore, OK 73153. Brotherly, Thomas B. Warren." 

You're Kidding 

~ "The Reindeer Rule, promulgated by the Nine 
(or at least five of them, sort of) in 1989. In a val
iant effort to settle the burning issue of whether a 
city's putting up a creche or manger scene at Christ
mas violated the Constitution, the (Supreme) court 
ruled that no, it didn't, so long as there were rein
deer, Santa Clauses, snowmen and the like around 
and about it, just to make sure that no one in the city 
government was trying to restore the Spanish Inqui
sition before New Year's. The reindeer and other 
paraphernalia, you see, assure that the display has a 
secular purpose and has nothing to do with religion. 
We wouldn't want any of that religious stuff, you 
know" (Samuel Francis, Conservative Chronicle). 

One nation under Santa Claus! George Wash-
ington would be astonished! 

LAMBERT'S 

VBS KITS 

FOR 1994 

NOW READY! 

ORDER NOW! 
The theme for '94 is "His Banner 
Over Us Is Love." If we learn to 
appreciate the boundless love that 
God has shown us we will have \ 
no problem in returning that love '4 1 
through obedience to His word. 
These lessons will help us to better understand the love 
God has for all and the love we need to demonstrate toward 
God and our fellow man. 

Day 1: The Love That Never Fails 
Day 2: The Lord Is My Shepherd 

Day 3: The Golden Rule 

Day 4: The Good Tidings Of Great Joy 

Day 5: The Good News 

Published By 

Lambert Book House 
For Your Closest Dealer, Csl/1-800-551-8511 



Cotham -s Comments 
---By Perry B. Cotham---

Women taking an active 
part in conducting the 
public worship services 

of the church is widely discussed in 
the religious world. May a woman 
lead prayer in the Sunday morning 
worship service in the presence of 

men? May she read scripture? Preside at the Lord's 
table? Serve as an elder of the church? 

Paul left Timothy at Ephesus to "charge some 
that they teach no other doctrine" (1 Tim. 1 :3). 

Among the things Paul wrote to Timothy were 
instructions about women. And, of course, such 
rules were a part of what Timothy was to require of 
the church. He was to command compliance. 

Paul wrote: I will therefore that men pray every
where . ... Let the women learn in silence with all 
subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to 
usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence (1 
Tim. 2:8, 11-12). 

The apostle was giving the words of the Holy 
Spirit (1 Tim. 4:1). The Holy Spirit cannot contra
dict himself. In God's arrangement man is the head 
of woman (1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:23). 

Pentecostals have long insisted "Philip had four 
virgin daughters who prophesied" (Acts 21:9). But 
was their preaching/teaching in the presence of men 
in the public worship? If so, there is a contradiction 
in Scripture. Philip's daughters must have taught 
other women and children, but not over men. 

Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, "Let your 
women keep silence in the churches; for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but they are com
manded to be under obedience, as also saith the law 
.. . for it is a shame for a woman to speak in the 
church" (1 Cor. 14:34-35). 

We know the days of spiritual (miraculous) gifts 
have ceased (1 Cor. 13:8-10; Eph. 4:8, 11-13). We 
do not have inspired teachers; we now teach from 
the inspired Book. However, the principle of 
women teachers remains the same. The silence en-

joined in the above passage was because of the 
"law." What "law"? The answer is God's original 
law, as given in Genesis 3:16: "Thy desire shall be 
to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee." 

Paul was giving instruction for when the church 
was assembled: "If therefore the whole church be 
come together into one place" (1 Cor. 14:23). The 
law requiring women to be in subjection to man is 
operative today. This law has been the expression 
of God's will since sin entered the Garden of Eden. 
It is not within the rights of a woman to preach be
fore the whole church or to lead a prayer. Although 
Philip's daughters did prophesy, we know that in 
their teaching they did not usurp authority over 
man. Men are to conduct the public worship of the 
church. The older women are to teach the young 
women (Titus 2:3, 4). 

In 1 Timothy 2:13-14, Paul gives two reasons 
why a woman is not to usurp authority over the 
man: (1) "Adam was first formed, then Eve;" and 
(2) "Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 
deceived was in the transgression." Paul prohibited 
women teaching over a man in 1 Timothy 2:12. 

After a miracle had been performed, the Jewish 
council commanded Peter and John "not to speak at 
all nor teach in the name of Jesus" (Acts 4: 18). The 
qualifying clause is "in the name of Jesus." They 
were not to "speak" nor "teach" in the name of 
Jesus. So, a woman is not to "teach" [over a man] 
"nor to usurp authority over the man." The words 
"over the man" qualifies both the work of teaching 
and having authority. To illustrate: An officer of the 
law placed at a bridge which was needing repair 
might say to a motorist, "I do not allow you to drive 
nor to tow a car over this bridge." Would the motor
ist be forbidden to drive the car anywhere? 

It is always right to obey God; we will all be 
judged by his Word in the last day (John 12:48). 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

~ 
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Traveling? 
Visit these congregations. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ. 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Davidson, 
minister. 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ. 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exiL Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-7277. 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ. 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 
334-3866, 334-3757. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ. 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home of the Northwest Firm Foundollon Lec
tureship. 

-North Carolina-

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, Rocky Mount -Church of Christ. 1040 Hill SL 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344- Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ. 950 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-
6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. Edgewood Ave. West. 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 1556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

•. • • • p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Greater 
Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) Jacksonville - Wesconnett Church of Christ. 
456-4921. 5223 Wesconnett Blvd. (904) 771-5075 or 771-

- Arkansas - 2646. Sun. 9, 10 a.m .. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Mark 
Mosher, preacher. • , ••• 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ. 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 
274-6801. Home of Western Ohio Valley Firm 

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ. 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett. preacher, 
(501) 932-4328. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, Foundollon Lecturesh}p: •• 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert E'al bo ~. r m, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson AFB., 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 

- California - Home of Florida School of Preaching. minister. (513) 878-1 162. 

Modesto _ 416 w. Whitmore at Carol Ln., Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church _Oklahoma_ 
95351 S 9 30 10 30 6 Wed 

of Christ. 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
• un. : , : a.m., p.m., . 7 p.m. 

(209) 537-3205. Sponsor of West Coast Firm 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Brad Poe, minister. Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Foundation Lectureship. (407) 657-0657. Christ. 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 

10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Amott Lowder, 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) Plant City- Springhead Church of Christ. 1402 minister. 787-5814. 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Undsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754- - Pennsylvania -

1776 or 754-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 
San Bernardino - Uptown Church of Christ. 
3630 N. "E" SL Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Sarasota- Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
7 p.m. Call 883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, minister, to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
883-5232. 7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

San Lorenzo- 977 Grant Ave. at Washington, 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m., (415) 2764693, Joe Gilmore, minister. 
Sponsor of West Coast Finn Foundadon Lec
tureship. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) S89-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ. 
1339 S. Hanover SL, 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bob Eddy, minister. (215) 
326-4028. Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Firm Foundadon Lectureship. 

-South Carolina-
Greer- Greer Church of Christ. 1215 S. Main SL, 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 

San Mateo- 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Noah 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor of 
West Coast Firm Foundlltion Lectureship. 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ. 4017 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

..... 
Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Robert R. Stephenson. preacher. 

Memorial Drive., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 
1-285). 

Byron- 3 mi. from exit46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 
(912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

-Indiana-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ. 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9:00, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foundlltion 
Lectureship. 

Memphis- Knight Arnold Church of Christ. 4400 
Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., C central 

BURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis 
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ. 3232 minister, (901) 366-0617. ' 

-Colorado-

Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 
p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Minnesota-
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ. comer of Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ. 2344 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 Nanticoke SL, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m .• 6 p.m., 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, minister. 824-7040. Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184,722-1871. 
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Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 2S miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 



-Texas -
Abilene - Eastside Church of Christ, 805 N. Judge 
Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is our 
pattern. 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ. 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m.. Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. • • • •• 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ on 
Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, preacher. 
(210) 494-2499. 

Waco- Columbus Avenue Church of Christ, 1525 
Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:3 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth group. 752-
9636. 

-Virginia-

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, II 
a.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. 
(703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, II a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-
7777. 

Max Meadows- Ft. Chi swell Church of Christ
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. V: mile S. I-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 637-
4244: (703) 637-6839. 

- Wyoming-
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 555 N. 
Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, 
672-3097. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is accepted in 
keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. 
Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to 
the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Wanted: Associate/Youth minister with song leading 
capabilities for congregation of 500. Prefer 
experience, married, under 35. Send resume to: 
Elders, East Wood St. Church of Christ, 800 East 
Wood St., Paris, TN 38242, (901) 642-2861. 

Wanted: Strong, experienced gospel preacher. Send 
resume to Church of Christ, 112 N. Payne, Pacific, 
MO 63069, or call (314) 257-2947 or 257-3223. 

Wanted: A full-time preacher to serve a small 
congregation in Newman, CA. Three-bedroom house 
and small salary. Contact Hardy Reeves Sr., 1553 
Corgiat Dr .. Newman, CA 95360 (209) 862-2554. 

Florida congregation needs a full-time minister. We 
are seeking a conservative, family man to help us 
grow. Please send resume and references to West 
Nassau Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1508, Callahan, 
FL 32011, (904) 879-4003. 

For Sale 
Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of 
New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, 
CA 92324. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
!59 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: The Currefll 
Digression - $8.00 - postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230-2504 or (21 0) 696-5532. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. (For reprint of 1990 

RD1W: General Hemrenelllics, contact National 
Christian Press.) 
Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
Train" newsletter. 

Subscribe to REPROVE A publication devoted to 
"bringing to light" many of the current brotherhood 
issues. Send $4.00 to REPROVE, P.O. Box 155, 
Red Oak, TX 75154. 

Affordable, fast, high-resolution postscript laser 
printer! LaserMaster products: WinPrinter 800 DPI 
($1,095); WinJet 800 DPI ($495); and WinJet 1200 
DPI ($995) HP upgrade kits. Call (614) 266-2669. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
in your congregation. Elders or church leaders 
write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 
Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Wanted: Experienced Christian sales manager. 
Statewide adverti si ng group management. 
Commission plus bonus. Baker Publishing Co. Phone 
for interview (806) 293-4994. 

Today, more than ever, the Lord's church needs well
trained Bible school teachers. Your congregation may 
now sponsor a teacher-training seminar entitled 
"Good Teachers Made Better." This seminar will 
make your teachers better instructors and will 
increase their ability to teach God's Word more 
effectively. Contact: Andy Ammons, Memphis, 
Tenn., (901) 324-4983 (evenings and weekends). 

Needed: Dynamic, sound man to direct "Bible Chair" 
on 2-year junior college campus in Grayson County, 
Tex. Must have Master's degree in Bible. Salary 
negotiable. Housing available. Needs to be in place 
by August. Send r~sum~ and references to Elders, 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 275, Howe, TX 75459 

- Advertising Policy -
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Rrm Foundation, we announce 

this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements. 
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or refuse 

any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We 
try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

The Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $50 for a 
full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for anything under a half-page. This Is In addition to the cost of the 
space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have it, but please understand tha t In most Instances, 
the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize 
with the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank you! 
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15th Annual 

Greater Visalia Lectureship 
I "GeHing Ready for the Future'' I 

-May 1, 1994-
Central Church of Christ 

Sunday, May 1 
9:30 a.m ................................ Preparing to Grow In Grace and Knowledge ........................................ Eddie Whitten 

10:30 a.m ................................ Lord, Increase Our Faith (Luke 17:5) ................................................... Eddie Whitten 

-May 1-5, 1994-
West VIsalia Church of Christ 

Sunday, May 1 
9:45 a.m ................................ Preparation for the Flood (Heb. 11 :7; 1 Pet. 3:20) .............................. Noah Hackworth 

10:45 a.m ................................ Prepared as a Bride for Her Husband .................................................. Noah Hackworth 
6:00 p.m ................................ A Prepared Savior (Heb. 1 0:5) ............................................................. Noah Hackworth 
7:00p.m ................................ Seeking the Lost .................................................................................... Eddie Whitten 

Monday, May 2 
10:00 a.m ................................ Help Thou Mine Unbelief (Mark 9:24) ................................................... Vernon Gilley 
11 :00 a.m ................................ Ready Unto Every Good Work (2 Tim. 2:21) ....................................... Noah Hackworth 
7:00 p.m ................................ Dealing with the •New" Morality ............................................................ Darrell Broldng 
8:00 p.m ................................ Preparing to Defend the Truth .............................................................. Eddie Whitten 

Tuesday, May 3 
10:00 a.m ................................ Women's Role In the Church of the Future .......................................... Eddie Whitten 
11 :00 a.m ................................ Preparing to Give Sacrificially (1 Tim. 6:18) ........................................ Gil Yoder 
7:00 p.m ................. ~ .............. Preparing the Young for the Future ...................................................... Gary L Ander&on 
8:00 p.m ................................ Dealing with New Ideas About Worship ............................................... Noah Hackworth 

Wednesday, May 4 
10:00 a.m ................................ The Second Coming of Christ ............................................................... Noah Hackworth 
11 :00 a.m ................................ Restoring Family Values ....................................................................... Mike Dill 
7:00 p.m ................................ Preparing to Meet God .......................................................................... Greg Weston 
8:00 p.m ................................ Biblical Umits of Fellowship .................................................................. Eddie Whitten 

Thursday, May 5 
10:00 a.m ................................ Who Will Grow the Church In the Future? ............................................ Eddie Whitten 
11 :00 a.m ................................ Preparing to Sow the Seed of the Kingdom ......................................... Randy Mabe 
7:00 p.m ................................ Old Paths, Stepping Stones to the Future ........................................... Herman C. House 
8:00p.m ................................ A Place Prepared (John 14:2) .............................................................. Noah Hackworth 

-The Greater VIsalia Lectureship Is a Joint effort of-
West Visalia Church of Christ • 4400 W. Tulare Avenue • VIsalia, California 93277 • (209) 732-7515 

Gil Yoder. preacher 
and 

Central Church of Christ • 1320 S. Church Street • Visalia California 93277 • (209) 732-5670 
Allen Robertson. preacher 
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''Daddy, That's a Long Time'' 
By Lindell Mitchell Bear Valley C!nwcl, (lj (''·..-?""'~ 

School of Bi{Jiicni • t .1 -

I have avoided this article for many months. 
Thinking about it has been intolerably painful. I 
am now compelled to write. Our Lord's instruc

tions concerning divorce and remarriage are clear. 
It takes a theologian with advanced degrees to help 
you misunderstand them. God has always hated di
vorce (Mal. 2: 16). It has always been his desire for 
marriage to be a lifelong union between a man and 
woman. Jesus spoke directly to the matter during 
his earthly ministry (Matt. 19:3-9). Recall how the 
Pharisees were anxious to discredit the Lord. Their 
ploy in this incident was obvious. They attempted 
to pose a question that would discredit Jesus 
regardless of how he answered. The Pharisees 
hoped to expose him as being out of step with the 
popular rabbis. 

You can almost see the smug expressions as 
they sneeringly ask, "Is it lawful for a man to put 
away his wife for every cause?" They probably had 
Deuteronomy 24:1-4 in mind. The esteemed rabbi, 
Shammai, said the phrase "unseemly thing" meant 
"he has found unchastity in her." However, the 
equally famous but more liberal Hillel argued that a 
man could divorce his wife if she spoiled a dish. 
Akiba, also a respected rabbi, contended that the 
husband could divorce his wife if he found a better
looking woman. 

The Pharisees probably expected Jesus to adopt 

;d'l, " ....... •.J It(</ 
~7 So. Lama,· Strrtl ·V 

enver, Co. 80:-d·)'l. 
the view of Shammai, Hillel, or Akibi: Regardless 
of which position he took, they would gleefully dis
credit him before the followers of the other rabbis. 
Imagine their utter dismay when Jesus did neither. 
He went to the first book of the beloved Torah quot
ing Genesis 1 :27b and Genesis 2:24: 

Have ye not read, that he which made them at 
the beginning made them male and female, 
and said, for this cause shall a man leave fa
ther and mother and shall cleave to his wife: 
and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore 
they are no twain, but one flesh (Matt. 19:4a). 

J esus made a truth explicit that has been im
plicit from the beginning: "What therefore 
God hath joined together, let not man put 

asunder" (Matt. 19:6b). 
Thinking themselves to be clever, the Pharisees 

sought to place the Lord in the role of claiming that 
Moses contradicted himself: "Why did Moses then 
command to give a writing of divorcement, and to 
put her away?" (Matt. 19:7b). Jesus said those laws 
and customs were a divine accommodation to the 
hardness of Jewish hearts: "He saith unto them, 
Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suf
fered you to put away your wives: but from the be
ginning it was not so" (Matt. 19:8). The highest 
standard was not initially bound on men. However, 
Jesus now asserted the highest standard: "And I say 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

The Importance 
of Saying No 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

"That strange martyr who has no faith, 

who goes to the stake without any enthu

siasm, and dies for what he does not be

lieve in, is a purely literary product. " 

There is a time to say no. Our govern
ment encourages people to say no to 
drugs. Murderers and muggers need to 

be told no. Homosexuals and other perverts should be emphati
cally told their decadence is not acceptable and puts the rest of us 
at a risk we are not willing to permit. Drunk drivers need to be 
told to stop. 

In our sad, pathetic modern world, we are pressured to be
lieve that anything judgmental and negative is wrong. Psycholo
gist Andrew Elmore promotes the popular notion that whatever 
works for you is good and ought not to be condemned. His prag
matic approach endorses "open" marriages. If the husband, the 
wife, or both find fulfi llment in multiple sex partners, then that is 
their business, and the rest of us must keep our mouths shut. 
Elmore found nothing to blame in a woman who went out look
ing for other women to be her husband's sex partners. 

Dr. Elmore did not discuss someone wanting to have sex 
with an animal. He would be compelled, by his premises, to say 
that if the husband did not care and the woman found satisfaction 
in an intimate relationship with a German shepherd dog, it would 
be okay, and nobody has the right to condemn it. If the husband 
doesn't care- or is even turned on by his wife's perversion
and if the wife enjoys it, it has to be right no matter what the dog 
thinks about it. 

Neither did the doctor tell us what he thinks about the North 
American Man/Boy Love Association. Grown men wanting to 
have sex with boys - some of them as young as four - if it is 
consensual (imagine a four-year-old giving his consent), then, it 
is none of your business. We have no right to impose our values 
on other people. Elmore would say if it pleases and fulfills you, 
then it must be good and tolerable. 

Lately, much has been written about daytime talk shows. 
Ezekiel said that the harlot, Oholibah, became so depraved that 



she wanted to have sex with asses whose emission was like that 
of horses (Ezek. 23:20). Oholibah, if alive today, would be fea
tured on the Phil Donahue show, and the audience dared to brand 
her as corrupt. Even the ass would be given a place of honor on 
the show, as is demonstrated daily. 

The dictum of our day is: It is wrong to say no. No matter 
how bizarre a thing is, some say we have no right to judge and 
condemn it. The Menendez brothers murder their parents and are 
cut loose by a jury of their peers because we don't have a right to 
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judge. If savages want to have sex with green monkeys and in- The New Hermeneutic- toil Spiliittuil: : ~-~ ·; · 
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positive and the negative to complete the circuit. Positive preach-
ing alone is feeble and fruitless. Weak-kneed brothers who are 
afraid to say no when it is in order take all the power out of being 
positive. The lily-livered erroneously suppose that the worst 
thing you can do is to say anything is wrong, and the second is 
like unto to it, don't even think something is wrong. 

John the baptist was a fool, according to this philosophy. 
Elijah judged, condemned, and bearded the prophets of 
Baal - how uncouth! Stephen died for nothing - it was 

entirely too negative to say, "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised 
in heart and ears." Stephen used poor psychology. Moses said, 
"Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against thy neighbor. Thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbor's house; thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, 
nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, 
nor anything that is thy neighbor's." 

Moses, obviously, never had the opportunity to sit at the feet 
of psychologists and psychiatrists and seminary professors. Even 
though Moses wrote what God commanded, still he was too 
negative, which means, of course, that Jehovah is not informed 
by modem psychiatry. 

"The foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men" ( 1 Cor. 1 :25). 

Secular humanism dictates that everything is right and noth
ing is wrong, except to say that something is wrong because that 
would deny that everything is right, which is wrong. In other 
words, when you are right, you are right, and when you are 
wrong, you are still right because nothing is wrong, except to say 
something is wrong because that is not right. If this does not 
make sense to you, you have no right to say so because that 
would be negative. 
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Everything is relativistic, and, therefore, noth
ing is evil. Relativity of knowledge means that 
"things can be known only through their effects on 
the mind, and that, consequently, there can be no 
knowledge of reality as it is in itself." Our society, 
with its vaunted knowledge, has discovered that 
you cannot. know anything. We are agnostic be
cause we are embarrassed to be confident. That 
would be dogmatic, and everybody can be dead cer
tain that being dogmatic is wicked. 

Some of our university presidents are so agnos
tic they insist that in attempting to restore the apos
tolic church to our age we must say that "restoring 
New Testament Christianity is a relentless and con
tinual search for God's truth." They project the idea 
that restoration is a process and not an accom
plished fact, which is to say that you can never 
know anything absolutely (see "Upon This Rock," 
a pamphlet by Royce Money, president of ACU). 

Paul spoke of some who were "ever learning 
but never able to come to an exact knowledge of the 
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truth," and condemned such as "silly." Like Jannes 
and J ambres, who withstood Moses, "these also re
sist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate con
cerning the faith." If that sounds too strong, remem
ber it is what the Holy Spirit told Paul to say. One 
wit has pointed out that agnosticism is "the philo
sophical, ethical, and religious dry rot of the mod
em world." 

Sweetness and light should offend no one, but 
when they become foolishly, weakly, tearfully sen
timental and incapable of denouncing evil and re
proving false doctrine, they are treacherous and 
vain. When prophets turn to sugar, truth and righ
teousness are betrayed. 

God is love. God is also a consuming frre and 
tramples out the vintage where the grapes of wrath 
are stored. God is full of grace. God is also capable 
of fierce, destructive anger. God is light. God also 
assigns a place of utter darkness to the disobedient. 
Along with kindness and gentleness, there must be 
a salty and outspoken damnation of things that are 
contrary to sound doctrine, if we would be godly. 

The you're-too-crusty-and-not-as-loving-as-l
am attitude is hypocritical negativism, and inexcus
ably stupid. When someone stands up for principles 
and is dismissed on the grounds that he is not ten
der, warm, and caring, the devil wins, and truth is 
compromised. 

It is not enough to say that baptism is a burial in 
water to obtain forgiveness of sins, but we must 
also say that sprinkling is not baptism, and baptism 
is not a symbol of salvation already received. It is 
not enough to say that singing is the music accept
able in worship of God, but we must also say that 
instruments of music are not acceptable. It is not 
enough to say that a local congregation is to be 
ruled by elders, but we must also say that popery is 
not according to the Scriptures. It is not enough to 
say that the church of Christ is not a denomination, 
we must also say that denominationalism is wrong. 
If we do not add the not, we distort and mislead. 

We must say what is right and also say what is 
wrong. If we fail to condemn error as we advance 
truth, we disgrace truth. The person who is too 
good to brand anything as wrong is too good to 
contradict even the devil, and is better than God. 
"Let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: 



for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil" 
(Matt. 5:37). There must be both the yea and the 
nay - the positive and the negative. 

An agnostic, according to Richard Henry Dana, 
is "a man who doesn't know whether there is a God 
or not, doesn't know whether he has a soul or not, 
doesn't know whether there is a future life or not, 
doesn't know whether anyone else knows any more 
about these matters than he does, and thinks it is a 
waste of time to try to find out." Agnosticism is 
Greek for ignoramus. 

Still, this is where many of our dear brothers 
end up. They do not know and do not know that 
they do not know. They think that not knowing is 
better than knowing even though Jesus said, "Ye 
shall know the truth and the truth shall make you 
free." An atheist, one who does not know, is always 
alone. An agnostic, one who does not know if he 
knows, is equally alone and also absurd. 

Another ploy of the agnostic is to say that any
one who disputes is not worth considering. Some 
seem to think that to scorn the objector is to dis
prove the grievance. So, we simply say the objec
tion is not worth noticing and, presto, the protest is 
dismissed. Or, to put it in other words, ignorance is 
bliss. When we are discussing points of Bible doc
trine, the attempt to rise above the debate by refus
ing to participate in it or denying that a dialogue is 
in progress is to make compromise with error. 

Jesus was the greatest controversialist of his 
day. J.B. Radford wrote: 

Jesus of Nazareth was a constant, persistent, 
strenuous and aggressive controversialist, 
which helps one understand the bitterness of 
the intolerance of Scribes and Pharisees, and 
all those whose errors and vices he so con
stantly controverted and exposed. ... No one 
will be a controversialist of any kind who does 
not have a clear appreciation of the value of 
truth, and of his responsibility in maintaining 
and propagating it. No one will be more than a 
languid controversialist who cares more for 
tolerance than for truth. Only he who feels the 
infinite life-giving value of truth, and the fatal 
folly of error, coupled with a deep sense of his 
responsibility and duty in view of their irre
pressible conflict, will be such a controversial
ist as was Jesus Christ. ... The only antidote 
for evil is good, and the only antidote for error 
is truth. ... As things are, no one but a fool 

would expect the establishment of righteous
ness to involve no conflict with evil (Jesus as 
a Controversialist). 

G.C. Brewer said: 
Our Lord Jesus Christ was the most persistent, 
alert, resourceful, and masterful controversial
ist that ever lived. He lived at a time when 
controversy was the order of the day. The 
Pharisees and Sadducees were the leading 
sects among the Jews, and they were con
stantly in disputes among themselves. The 
Sadducees were cool and calculating, rational
istic and philosophical. The Pharisees were 
technical, carping and captious. They were 
past masters at tricks of sophistry, caviling, 
and casuistry. But Jesus met the combined ef
forts of these masters of debate and put them 
to silence (Contending for the Faith). 

Jesus did not ignore false teaching but manfully 
refuted and exposed it. If we would walk in the 
steps of Jesus, we must do the same. There is error 
in the world and that makes it necessary for lovers 
of truth to carefully and thoughtfully and lovingly 
expose and answer it. 

We must contend for the faith but not be conten
tious. We must expose false teaching and convict 
the gainsayer without out being quarrelsome. We 
must be alert and ever watchful for departures from 
the truth, but not oppose matters of indifference, or 
"strive about words to no profit" (2 Tim. 2:14). The 
Lord's servant must be gentle, but not gutless. 

Paul was "set for the defense of the gospel" and 
so must we be defenders of the faith. Preachers are 
to "charge certain men not to teach a different doc
trine" (1 Tim. 1:3). We are told to "war the good 
warfare, holding faith and a good conscience; 
which some having thrust from them made ship
wreck concerning the faith" (1 Tim 1:18-19). Evan
gelists must "hold the pattern of sound words which 
thou hast heard from me, in faith and love which is 
in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was commit
ted unto thee guard through the Holy Spirit which 
dwelleth in us" (2 Tim. 2: 13-14 ). If we are disciples 
of Christ, we are guardians of the faith. 

It is spineless and contemptible for a professed 
follower of Jesus to maintain a stony silence when 
he hears teaching that is contrary to sound doctrine. 
Lovers of truth and right cannot allow the per
verse to put the mother of Jesus in the category of 
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prostitutes and not object with force and boldness. 
Honorable people will not sit with folded hands 
when good men are misrepresented, and quotations 
are deliberately altered to create a false impression. 
The honest man cannot be mute when scholars 
babble the nutty nonsense of deconstructionism and 
advance the lunatic idea that mortals can experience 
the transcendental. When professors in high places 
say the apostle Paul approved women preachers 
and that instrumental music is a peripheral question 
that should have never occupied "center stage," 

lovers of truth cannot be silent. Soldiers of Christ 
will not sit in a comer and let their armor rust when 
there is a constant flow of books and literature that 
demean godly servants of the church in the past and 
disparage present-day gospel preachers. It is evil to 
be quiet when error is shouted from the housetop. 

We must rise to the defence of the gospel. Satan 
wins when good people will not speak out in oppo-

sition to heresy. P.o. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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''Daddy, That's a Long Time" 
(continued from page 1) 

unto you, whosoever shall put away his wife except 
it be for fornication, and shall marry another, com
mitteth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is 
put away doth commit adultery" (Matt. 19:9). 

Nothing could be more straightforward. Mar
riage is to be the most intimate of all human 
relationships. It is a binding covenant be

tween one man and one woman as long as they both 
live. There are two exceptions. If one partner dies, 
the surviving spouse may remarry (1 Cor. 7:39). 
Secondly, if your spouse is guilty of sexual impu
rity, you may divorce and remarry (Matt. 19:9). 

When the children of prominent professors and 
preachers began to divorce and remarry without re
gard for God's law, a problem arose in the church. 
Well-known brethren tried to excuse their relatives' 
rebellion. This green light from "scholars," coupled 
with ever-loosening societal attitudes toward sexu
ality and the sanctity of marriage, produced an 
alarming meltdown of families. The most pressing 
social problems are greatly compounded by unre
lenting family breakdown. The Lord's church in 
many communities is filled with people who have 
entered multiple marriages. 

Gospel preachers and elders have responded in 
several ways. The most popular approach has been 
to avoid the subject. That is probably how congre
gations came to have so many members with mul
tiple marriages. If pressed, some leaders say they 
are still studying. This allows them to avoid taking 
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a definitive stand. The gravity of the question cer
tainly merits painstaking, exacting study. However, 
it can only take so long to interpret a single para
graph. While other passages deal with the subject, 
you only have to interpret Matthew 19 to grasp the 
Lord's will in the matter. Adequate time and effort 
must be devoted to the subject, but "study" should 
never be used as a cover for cowardice. 

Others simply tell people, "You are in a bad 
situation and should just make the best of it." They 
do not openly endorse the union but give it a tacit 
backdoor endorsement. However, they seem to 
believe that everyone has an inalienable right to a 
sexual partner. A drunk would never be told to 
make the best of his addiction. The drunk must 
stop, but the adulterer is not required to. 

orne boldly tell people they may do whatever 
they wish in such matters. Brethren are as
sured God sanctions any union existing at 

the time of baptism. A vast array of arguments have 
been concocted to explain the Lord's words away 
and ease the consciences of those violating them. 

These subversive efforts have been challenged 
at every point. A minority has fearlessly declared 
the whole counsel of God. They kindly but firmly 
shared the Lord's instructions (Matt. 19:3-9). They 
reminded brethren that his words will judge every 
man (John 12:48). When people revealed incredibly 
complex personal situations, they were lovingly 
told to comply with the will of Christ. Countless 



books and articles have been written. Numberless 
sermons and lectures have been delivered. Many 
debates have been conducted. The purpose of these 
efforts has been to uphold the truth. The arguments 
are often intricate and tedious. The need to establish 
precisely what the Lord taught and correct errone
ous positions requires such specificity. 

I highly commend this necessary work and offer 
no criticism. However, many Christians are 
mystified by such argumentation. Their eyes 

glaze over when the material is presented. In confu
sion many decide to throw themselves on the 
Lord's mercy pleading ignorance. That will not 
work. Jesus' words are not complex. Every respon
sible person can understand them. Since all men 
will be judged by his words (John 12:48), it be
hooves everyone to learn them and abide by them. 

I think it is sometimes helpful to bypass intri
cate arguments and appeal to the heart, especially 
when the appeal is grounded in the Word. In this 
way we can redirect attention to what the Lord said. 
That is what I hope to do here. 

This brings me back to that painful experience; 
the one I've been avoiding. Several months ago I 
stopped by Mrs. Moore's (not her real name) barber 
shop on the way home from work. She is a grand
mother, and her partner is a young mother. Conse
quently, there are always children scurrying about 
the place. On this particular afternoon Mrs. Moore 
was keeping her new "step-grandson." Her daugh
ter had recently married the child's father. The mar
riage was the second for both; at least both were 
parents at the time of their marriage. 

As Mrs. Moore cut my hair, we visited with the 
little boy. He revealed that he was four years old. 
The child anxiously awaited his dad's arrival. He 
had come for their monthly visit and could hardly 
contain his excitement. When his dad entered the 
barber shop, the boy bounded across the room ea
gerly leaping into his father's arms. The young fa
ther walked over to his mother-in-law carrying his 
obviously delighted young son. He told Mrs. Moore 
that he had just learned he would be on call that 
evening. He asked her to call the boy's mother to 
come and pick him up. Acute pain instantly regis
tered in the child's precious face. He did not cry or 
make any verbal protest. There was only a horrible 

look of utter dejection. As I looked into that little 
face, the boy's pain hit me with withering force. 
Before I could recover my composure, his dad said: 
"Let me go, son, I've got to go to work. You can 
come back next week." The child desperately re
plied, "Daddy, that's a long time!" Again his dad 
said, "Let me go, son." The boy said, "I don't want 
to, daddy; I just want to hold on." When the father 
pulled his son away and gently placed him on the 
floor, the child darted from the room. 

As unbidden tears welled up in my eyes, I tried 
to swallow the lump that had suddenly appeared in 
my throat. As long_ as I live, that little boy will per
sonify the children of divorce. I shall never forget 
his look of total dejection. The haunting, "Daddy, 
that's a long time," will ring in my ears forever. 

B efore you divorce, think soberly about its 
impact on your children. The priests of psy
chobabble say it is a mistake to stay together 

for your children. However, they characteristically 
make a lot of absurd statements. This should not 
deter anyone from doing what is right. Besides, I 
am not suggesting that you stay together just for 
your children. Stay together for you, too! 
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If you experience problems with your spouse, 
and you will, work together to overcome them. 
Take your mate's hand; go into your children's 
room; and watch them sleep. Together give thanks 
for one of God's greatest blessings. Remember the 
love that produced your be~utiful children. Recall 
how you felt about the person who gave you those 
precious little ones. Take a final look at them sleep
ing securely in the bosom of an intact family, then 
go to a quiet place and talk. 

Recommit yourselves to treating one another as 
you want to be treated (Matt. 7: 12). Husbands, love 
your wives as you love yourselves, even as Christ 
loved the church (Eph. 5:25-29). Wives love your 
husbands and submit to them as the church is sub
ject to Christ (Eph. 5:22). 

Individually determine to do two things. First, 

pledge to act honorably, respectfully, considerately, 
walking in all righteousness; then do it! Second, 
pledge to treat your spouse as the embodiment of 
your ideal mate. See that you do this, too! Keep it 
up for 30 days. Then come together for another 
quiet talk. Most likely the problems will have been 
resolved. If you are still unable to handle the diffi
culties, seek the advice of your elders. If you do not 
have elders, go to an elderly Christian couple who 
have lived together for 50 or more years. 

Do not find yourself in a place of business pry
ing your clinging child away. Hold each other so 
that your desperate child doesn't find himself cling
ing to you crying, "I just want to hold on." 
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·The New Hermeneutic 
and Spiritual Adultery 

By Elton Holden 

A las, some of my brethren and old comrades 
have gone off into the "new" way of defin
ing words. One of these words is adultery, 

which they define as "the breaking of a covenant; a 
one-time act"; this sin can, according to them, be 
forgiven by telling God that you are sorry. You may 
then continue on in your new "lifestyle" without the 
necessity of making any changes. 

Although there are many scriptures I could use, 
I will use from the Old Testament only Jeremiah 
9:1-2: "Oh that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
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night for the slain of the daughter of my people! Oh 
that I had in the wilderness a lodging-place of way
faring men: that I might leave my people, and go 
from them! for they are all adulterers, and an as
sembly of treacherous men." God's people had left 
God, to whom they had been espoused, and had 
gone to other gods, making themselves adulterers. 

In the New Testament let us look at James 4:1-
4: "Whence come wars and whence come fightings 
among you? come they not hence, even of your 
pleasures that war in your members? Ye lust, and 
have not: ye fight and war: ye have not because ye 
ask not Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask 
amiss, that ye may spend it in your pleasures. Ye 
adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God. Whosoever therefore 
would be a friend of the world maketh himself an 
enemy of God." 

In both the Old and New Testament God's 
people had become adulterers because of the desire 



to be like other people - to enjoy "the good life" 
(by which is meant the rotten life of hedonism) -
to spend their money on pleasures instead of devot
ing it to God. God called them adulteresses; we do 
not have to worry about whether they were or not. 

But in neither scripture did God accuse them of 
physical adultery. Theirs was adultery of the most 
rancid kind because they were married to the God 
of the entire universe - the God who had created 
them and all their environment and their posses
sions in the first place - and had turned their backs 
on him, committing spiritual adultery. 

Now, let us see if our "new hermeneutic" broth
ers will apply the same standard to spiritual adul
tery that they do to physical adultery. Remember, it 
is, according to them, merely the breaking of a cov
enant- a one-time action. One can repent and con
tinue in the same way of life, and God will forgive 
him unconditionally and will allow him to continue 
in his new state, which is no longer adultery. 

Did God allow his people to "repent" and con
tinue following after the people of the world, war
ring one with another, seeking after pleasures? 
After saying, "I'm sorry God," could they go on in 
their wicked ways after this little "token" of repen
tance? 

Of course not! God required that his people 
leave their evil ways and return to him, otherwise 
the repentance was not genuine. 

I know of not one good reason why God would 
make one rule to apply to those who commit spiri
tual adultery and a different rule for those who 
commit physical adultery. 

I know of not one good reason why spiritual 
adultery must be truly repented of and stopped, and 
physical adultery be a one-time act which can be 
forgiven by repentance, which does not require 
stopping the adultery. 

I beg you, my brethren and comrades who have 
adopted this new hermeneutic to consider these 
things. If you can explain them, then please do so; 
but if you cannot give a Bible explanation for the 
irregularity, then I beg you to return to the God of 
our fathers and cease your adultery. 
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1hlth for the Generations to Come 
By J. A. McNutt 

''G ive ear, 0 my people, to my law; in
cline your ears to the words of my 
mouth. I will open my mouth in a par

able; I will utter dark sayings of old: which ye have 
heard and known, and our fathers have told us. We 
will not hide them from their children, shewing to 
the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and 
his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath 
done" (Psa. 78:1-4). 

God spoke; Israel heard and knew the law of the 
Lord. Their fathers had taught them to honor and 
respect the Word of their God, but what will happen 
to the generations to come? Will they continue to 
retain the knowledge of God's will? 

The immediate generation had been the recipi
ents of a rich heritage from their fathers. They had 
been trained and schooled in the law of the Lord, 
but what about "the generations to come"? 

Each generation has an obligation to teach its 
children the way of truth. We must not hide the 
Word of the Lord from them. They need to know 
the wonderful works of Jehovah, his strength, his 
glory, and they should be taught to sing his praises. 
Then the children yet to be born should arise to 
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declare these things to their children (Psa. 78:5-9). 
Only by faithful indoctrination, will the chil

dren learn to "set their hope" in God and keep his 
commandments. God expects each generation to 
transmit his Word to the next generation. This is 
God's plan for perpetuating his Word to every age. 

Paul told Timothy, "And the things that thou 
hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 
commit to faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also" (2 Tim. 2:2). 

Constant Teaching by Repetition 
Israel was obligated to keep the law given by 

Moses. Lest they should forget, God ordained a 
constant teaching program based upon repetition 
that would instill the truth in their hearts. "And 
these words which I command thee this day, shall 
be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them dili
gently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sitteth in thine house, and when thou 
walketh by the way, and when thou lieth down, and 
when thou riseth up" (Deut. 6:6-7). 

They were commanded to maintain a continual 
teaching program. It was required that they repeat 
the law over and over again so that they would 
never cease to remember the Lord their God. How 
often have we failed to teach our children, only to 
see them lose their faith and desert the Lord and his 
church. Apostasy is the inevitable result when we 
fail to indoctrinate our young. 

The Tragedy of Forgetfulness 
Jeremiah wept bitter tears over a generation 

who had forgotten God. "Can a maid forget her or
naments, or a bride her attire? Yet my people have 
forgotten me days without number" (Jer. 2:32). 

Solomon recognized this fatal weakness in the 
lives of men and pleaded with youth, "My son, for
get not my law but let thine heart keep my com
mandments: for length of days and long life, and 
peace, shall they add unto thee" (Prov. 3:1-2). 

The history of Israel is replete with shameful 
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examples of many who forgot God and turned to 
immorality and idolatry. 

What shall we say of many in our day who have 
forsaken Christ and the church, because they, like 
Demas, "loved this present world too much and the 
Lord too little." Even some gospel preachers have 
given up on the church. They seldom speak of the 
church except in terms of reproach and derision, 
calling it an irrelevance in which their children will 
not continue to worship. 

They write books and sponsor lectureships 
where the church and pioneer preachers are sub
jected to ridicule, misrepresentation, and abuse. It is 
passing strange that they profess such respect and 
preference for the writings of certain liberal Ger
man theologians who deny the virgin birth, reject 
biblical inspiration, regard the miracles of Jesus as 
mere myths, while refusing the Genesis account of 
creation as factual. They regard these skeptics as 
the only real scholars . 

We Have No Cause to Be Ashamed 
We have no cause to be ashamed of the pioneers 

of the Restoration or of their successors. Many held 
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high academic degrees but were and are biblical 
scholars and, more importantly, strong believers in 
the Word of God. 

Some of us are ashamed of the men who stand 
in the pulpits of large congregations, which were 
established through the efforts of faithful gospel 
preachers, and yet have the gall to ridicule the men 
who fought the battle before they were born. It is a 
shame that they would criticize their predecessors 
as being unkind, unloving, and ignorant of the 
grace of God. 

I claim no merit or recognition for myself, but I 
have known some of the great, good men that these 
modern pretenders vi lify. I have heard these preach
ers of the past exalt the grace and love of God. 

They were not perfect, but they loved the Lord 
and relied on his grace and mercy. Some of these 
men received little support and made many sacri
fi ces for the cause of Christ. 

The Church Is the Bride of Christ 
Faithful servants of the Lord are sick and tired 

of hearing what is wrong with the church. Quit this 
bashing the church and show a little love and re
spect for the bride of Christ. Let's not forget the 
truth expressed in one of the great songs that we 
used to sing: 

The church's one foundation is Jesus Chris t 
her Lord: She is His new c reation, by water 
and the word, From heav' n He came and 
sought her to be His holy bride; With His own 
blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 

When we change our attitude and stop berating 
the church, our young people will come to love the 
church and take pride in being members of the body 
of Christ. 

The story is told of the denominational preacher 
who was preaching a sermon in which he declared 
that the church was nonessential, and that people 
could be saved outside as well as in it, and then 
very inconsistently said that he was opening the 
doors of churches and invited all to become mem
bers. One of the older men arose and responded in 
these words, "Preacher, I have been a member of 
this church for 40 years, but you have finally con
vinced me that there isn't anything in the church 
that I can't get outside so while you have the door 
open I think I' li just get out." 



When preachers quit deriding the church and 
start emphasizing the distinctive nature and vital 
importance of the church's place in God's plan of 
redemption, our young people will be proud of be
ing members of the church that Jesus purchased 
with his blood (Acts 20:28). 

In view of persistent efforts to change and re
structure the church, many faithful brethren are 
greatly concerned and grieved over what the future 
holds for their children and grandchildren. A famil
iar pattern seems to be developing like the tragic 
division that led to the introduction of instrumental 
music and the missionary society and resulted in 

compromise and apostasy. 
Always remember, that when the church ceases 

to be distinctive, it forfeits its right to exist. 
2426 LaCosta Dr. 

Bartlett, TN 38134 

(Editor's note: Brother McNutt is a charming, 
delightful man who has worn himself out in the ser
vice of Christ. He is an octogenarian who has 
served the Lord faithfully for many decades and 
who has earned the right to be respectfully heard. 
Let us honor this gallant soldier of the cross by 
pondering his wise words. He speaks to us from his 
heart- Dobbs.) Fp 

The Renaissance and the Reformation (1350-1750) 
400 Years of Changing Church Dogma 

By J. E. Choate 

A round the close of the Middle Ages (506-
1517), the Roman Catholic Church had as
sumed its final form with the established hi

erarchy of the papacy and the sacramental system 
securely in place. The challenge of Martin Luther to 
the "merit" dogma (indulgences) of the Catholic 
Church marked the beginning of the Reformation 
Movement This "face off' between the dogmas of 
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the Protestants and Catholicism continues to esca
late after the passage of four centuries. 

The Restoration Movement which is identified 
with Barton W. Stone and Alexander Campbell be
gan a scant two centuries ago. It is the boast of Res
toration historians that this church movement is 
unique to the American frontier as a singular his
torical phenomenon with its own peculiar charac
teristics. 

There is another movement now underway in 
the churches of Christ whose self-appointed leaders 
are calling for change in the structure and worship 
of the churches of Christ. The churches of Christ 
are under relentless attack with the dismal warning 
that they must change their "formats" and "modes" 
of worship for the prospect of surviving into the 
21st century. The chief leaders are located in our 
Christian colleges, identified with the Nashville Ju
bilee, and are chief spokesmen in the Christian 
Scholars Conference. Their chief journals promot
ing change are Image and Wineskins. The main 
spokesmen for the "change agents" are self-ap
pointed with no source of authority and a dubious 
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scholarship to justify their intrusion into the affairs 
of the local churches. 

Whereas it took the Catholic Church 1400 years 
to attain its final form, and it required 400 years for 
the Lutherans and Calvinists to formul~te their 
fixed creeds and dogmas, our "New Age" church
of-Christ brethren have a timetable of some six 
years to introduce and put in place specific changes 
which are still obscured down in some foggy theo
logical bottom. The talents of these ambitious 
brethren must be compared with the genius of 
Luther and Calvin. An old saying is that compari
sons are odious. This one is ridiculous. 

This article addresses the major Christian doc
trines of the Lutheran and Calvinist (Reformed) tra
ditions which color the doctrines of all Protestant 
churches which have grown out of the theological 
influences of Luther and Calvin. 
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The Renaissance and the Reformation 
The Renaissance and Reformation occupy al

most parallel time periods and appear on the sur
face to be two radically different approaches to an 
understanding of the destiny of man. However, the 
two are as interwoven and interlocked as Siamese 
twins. The Renaissance period is usually associated 
with artists such as Leonardo Da Vinci. However, 
this part of the Renaissance is that part which is 
most visible to the naked eye. The Renaissance is 
first thought of as the "new birth" of the new world, 
the rise of national states and capitalism. 

The same interest which marked the Renais
sance scholars to recover the literature of ancient 
Greece and Rome was also manifested in recover
ing sacred Scripture from the control of the Catho
lic Church. Translations were made into the ver
nacular languages, e.g. English. The Bible was 
made the property of the common man. 

The Reformation was triggered by one man, 
John Tetzel, who was hawking the sale of "indul
gences" for constructing the dome on St. Peter's 
Cathedral. Martin Luther formulated his 95 Theses 
in opposition to this practice of the Catholic Church 
to raise revenue. And in so doing, Martin Luther 
triggered the Protestant Reformation and shook the 
Catholic Church to its very foundation and broke 
the control of Catholicism forever. 

Martin Luther and the Reformation 
Martin Luther trod like a giant through his age 

trampling to the earth what a thousand years had 
held in veneration. He possessed the faculty to read 
the needs and emotions of his age. Luther believed 
that popes and councils could and did err. He recog
nized that Scripture is the only authority in the 
church. Luther believed that salvation comes by the 
grace of God but not by grace alone. Luther be
lieved that in the Word of God alone does God 
make his will known to men. He believed that faith 
is the true form of religion. Luther believed that 
Christ dwells in the believer and moves him to imi
tate the works of Christ. To say that Luther did not 
believe in good works is an error. Faith and good 
works come to man through the grace of God. 
Luther maintained that good works attest to the 
presence of faith, but that salvation is not attained 
through good works. It is through faith that man 



lays hold on Christ and his righteousness. Luther 
accepted the doctrine of the original sin, which in
cludes the notion that infants are born full of sin. 

He believed that the beginning of the Christian 
life was the dying into Christ through baptism. 
Luther believed that through the Word, baptism, 
and the Lord's Supper does the spirit of Christ oper
ate on the heart. Luther came to the position that the 
only appointed head of the church on earth was 
Christ. He thought of the church as the one assem
bly composed of all Christians on earth. He be
lieved that only the Word, baptism, and the Lord's 
Supper are necessary to the existence of the church. 
Christ is the head of the church, not the pope. 
Luther believed that the church should not tolerate 
false teachers. 

Calvin and the Reformed Tradition 
Calvin drew his first inspiration from Luther. 

He was of the second generation after Luther. He 
received his ideas and program of action early on in 
this period. He was not a genius like Luther and 
lacked the balance of a scholar. However, he pos
sessed the knack and talent for comprehending a 
given body of ideas in its most delicate refinements. 
As a dogmatician, he created no new ideas, but his 
was a keen and perceptive and logical mind. 

The primary positions in Calvinist dogma are 
generally known by even the casual student of Ref
ormation history. For easy access to the most basic 
principles of Calvinist doctrine, a partial list is here 
supplied: (1) The original sin is defined as the he
reditary and total corruption of man's nature. (2) 
The double election is that a fixed number will be 
saved and others will not be. (3) The irresistible 
grace of God is absolute. (4) The elect do not die 
until they have been regenerated and sanctified. (5) 
The church is the totality of all the predestinated. 
( 6) The sacraments are the external symbols by 
which the real presence of Christ is mediated and 
salvation of the elect is assured. (7) God is the om
nipotent Will who determines the absolute outcome 
of all things which issue from his sovereign power. 

Post-Reformation Period 
Change is the order of things in the universe. 

The pole star remains fixed, and the earth com
pletes its orbit around the sun in its seasons. What 
Martin Luther and John Calvin initiated in church 

dogma was only beginnings without ends. Whoever 
will know church history and the history of church 
doctrine will proceed to later ages. The historical 
accounts of Ulrich Zwingli and the Anabaptists are 
fundamental to know the history of Christian doc
trine. Presbyterian fellowships emerged from the 
reform dogma of Calvin. The Baptist churches must 
pay their dues to the Anabaptists for a part of their 
history. John Wesley takes the matter a step further; 
he taught that salvation comes at the point of faith 
with an accompanying salvation experience. The 
religious expression of the Pentecostal church takes 
its rise in the early part of this century. The four 
major American cults also play their roles - the 
Mormons, Christian Scientists, Jehovah's Wit
nesses, and the Seventh Day Adventists. 

Postscript 
This and the previous article were designed to 

show major changes in the history of the "Christian 
church" over the span of 2000 years. This is done to 
provide a backdrop for the "New Age" cultural 
church of Christ which our liberal brethren are now 
in the early stages of modelling for us. Were it not 
for the harm being done to churches of Christ ev
erywhere, it could very well be a laughing matter. 
The next article will proceed to the Restoration 
Movement. 
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Some Personal Thoughts on Mission Work 
By Tony Gross 

M y wife and I have served as missionaries 
in Singapore the last 3 years. Although this 
is a short period of time, we have begun to 

learn what mission work is really about. 
My rather idealistic views of mission work be

gan over 12 years ago when I first became a Chris
tian. During those early years of my faith, I was 
impressed by the zeal and dedication I witnessed in 
the few missionaries that came by our home con
gregation. From the beginning of my conversion 
the work of evangelism was stressed as an impor
tant part of my faith, and mission work seemed like 
evangelism "par excellence." 

I decided that I wanted to be a preacher, and I 
began schooling to prepare myself. My interest in 
missions was sparked after hearing some startling 
statistics. I can't remember the exact numbers or 
even the source of the information, but it was some
thing like 90 percent of the church of Christ's 
preachers are preaching to only 5 percent of the 
world's population. This gave me pause to reflect. 

After a trip to Singapore in 1986, my wife and I 
began to consider going to the mission field. Fi
nally, in April of 1990 we arrived in Singapore to 
join in the work with the local churches and mis
sionaries already here. Our time has been filled 
with challenges and new learning experiences. 

Although I believe I still have much to learn, 
there are several things that I would like to share 
with you that might be helpful. First, contrary to 
popular belief, mission work is not just one evange
listic Bible study after another. In some ways it is 
not too different from the type of work that is done 
in your own congregation. Once people are taught, 
they need teaching to mature. Leadership skills 
need to be sharpened and energies directed to using 
these skills for the Lord's work. 

Along the way people will have problems to 
which the missionary must give attention. For in-

stance I have been helping one couple whose mar
riage is very shaky, another member who believed 
she was possessed by an evil spirit, a third member 
whose mother is a compulsive gambler which has 
resulted in money lenders threatening their safety, 
and several others who need help. 

Many missionaries have frustrations with the 
government in one way or another. It may be diffi
culties with a visa, unfair pricing of items because 
you are an American and "wealthy," government 
regulations which may restrict where you can meet 
for worship. I remember my wife's frustrations 
when she spent 20 hours at immigration one week 
trying to get her employment pass worked out. Ac
cording to other missionaries that is real efficiency 
compared to their experiences! 

As a missionary it is important to be a family 
man. Missionaries are tempted by the excessive de
mands to neglect family life for the "Lord's work," 
while forgetting that their family is part of the 
Lord's work. I do not say this as one who has ar
rived at perfection. This is a struggle for me as well. 

The missionary also must give attention to his 
support from the U.S. Regular and consistent com
munication to his supporters in the U.S. is a must. 
In my opinion, if there is one area that we all could 
improve on, it is church-missionary relationships. 

If our churches could spend time getting to 
know their missionaries, what they do, what their 
goals are, how well they have achieved these goals, 
what has worked and what hasn't, what they plan to 
do next, and what they expect from their sponsor
ing church, this would help both the churches and 
the missionaries to have a better relationship. 

We must keep before us the missionary zeal that 
drove Paul to say, "Woe to me if I do not preach the 
gospel!" (1 Cor. 9:16). Serangoon Central 

P. 0. Box 0556, Singapore 9155 
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Everywhere Spoken Against 
By Dan Goddard 

Christian people have suffered misrepresen
tation and abuse from the beginning. Since 
the establishment of the church at J erusa

lem on the day of Pentecost, its members have been 
represented by their religious neighbors as "the 
sect everywhere spoken against." 

It is still so today. There is one religious body 
and denominations are bitterly antagonistic to that 
one body. While they disagree and are divided 
among themselves, they all "unite" to oppose this 
one religious body. But the members of this one re
ligious body suffer in silence and offer no retalia
tion. Their only effort is to point out the false things 
the denominational churches say about them, and 
to point to the things that the Bible plainly says. It 
is strange that merely pointing to what the Bible 
says, and only insisting that it means what it actu
ally says, should arouse people who profess to be
lieve in Jesus to such antagonism. 

But those who are Christians, only Christians, 
who refuse to wear human names have always 
been nicknamed and ridiculed. The religious en
emies of Paul represented him to the Roman gover
nor as "a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition 
among all the Jews throughout the world, and a 
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarene" (Acts 24:5). 
They were "irritated" because Paul was converting 
many of their leading members and persuading 
them to become Christians. As to being "a mover 
of insurrections," neither Paul nor any of the Chris
tians written about in the New Testament ever took 
any part whatever in politics other than to honor 
the existing government and to obey its laws. 

And as far as being "a ringleader of the sect of 
the Nazarene," the church that Paul was a member 
of was not a "sect" in any sense of the word but 
was, and now is, the one and only church that 
Christ established. Indeed, for this simple reason, it 
is the only religious body on earth that is not a 
"sect" or "one of many." The "only one" cannot be 
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"one of many" or a "sect." And the members of this 
one true church were called after Christ and not af
ter the poor, despised town in which he lived, "And 
the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch" 
(Acts 11:24). Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, 
let him not be ashamed: but let him glorify God on 
this behalf' (1 Pet. 4: 16). It is obvious that no man 
can glorify Christ by wearing any other name. 
Wearing religious names not found in the Bible 
gives the honor to men and not to the Lord to whom 
all honor and glory belongs. 

T oday the one religious body of people which 
stands exactly on the ground that Paul and 
the early Christians stood on suffers the same 

things at the hands of religious sects that they suf
fered "in the beginning of the gospel." Today they 
are regarded as "pestilent" or "disturbers" because 
they insist on preaching exactly the things that the 
apostles preached as they "preached the gospel unto 
you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven." To 
preach the gospel as the apostles preached it really 
would break up any denominational "revival" and 
convert it into a gospel meeting. When "seekers" go 
forward to "the altar," no one is allowed to read 
from the New Testament what the Holy Spirit, as he 
speaks through the apostles, says for them to do to 
be saved. Such a thing would change the whole 
course of "the revival." Indeed, it really would dis
turb the efforts of those preaching a man-originated, 
denominational doctrinal theory that the Spirit 
comes down directly from heaven and saves a man 
without the gospel. This is why the various sects 
and denominational churches consider the man who 
preaches the things that the apostles preached "a 
pestilent fellow." It "pesters" them; in fact, telling 
the people what the Bible says puts them out of 
business! But is a gospel preacher today "a pestilent 
fellow" as the Jews accused Paul of being? No more 
than Paul was. It is true that when a man preaches 
the gospel as the apostles preached it, it means the 



end of all sects and denominational churches and a 
recognition of the one true church that was estab
lished by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hence all the sects or man-originated denomi
national churches, because of their contradictory 
doctrines, cannot possibly unite. Yet they get to
gether and combine their efforts in a "merger" to 
oppose the preaching of anyone who takes the 
Bible only as his guide and preaches the very words 
of the Bible, nothing more nor nothing less. 

Such a procedure, upon their part, is one of the 
most erratic enigmas that confronts the public. 
They all profess to believe the Bible and to accept it 
as the Word of God. Yet due to their respective hu
manly-originated creeds, or denominational doctri
nal theories, they all object to preaching the things 
that the apostles preached. In New Testament times 
those who accepted the teaching of the apostles 
"were called Christians first in Antioch," as we 
have already noted. But none of the denominational 
churches (all of them which have creeds, disci
plines, or manuals other than the Bible), while all 
claiming to be Christian, are willing to wear simply 
the name of Christ. They prefer to wear various 
names they concede to be of purely human origin, 
such as Catholics, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, 
Methodists, Baptists, and many others. They cannot 
deny that they teach and practice things that the 
body of religious people who "were called Chris
tians first in Antioch" did not teach and practice. 

I t is also significant, that, while all of the hu
manly-originated denominational churches join 
together in opposing the churches of Christ and 

in endeavoring to heap ridicule upon them, all of 
them admit churches of Christ occupy a position re
ligiously that is infallibly safe. The denominational 
churches concede that we are right! They ridicule 
us and bitterly oppose us, but they admit that if a 
man stands upon exactly the same things that the 
apostles preached, he is a Christian and has a well
grounded hope of heaven when he dies. All the 
Bible comes to a point in the teaching of the 12 
apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ. They were, and 
now are, and will be until the end of time as they 
speak through the Bible, his official spokesmen. If 
a man believes and practices what the apostles 
preached, he cannot possibly be wrong but is bound 

to be right and to occupy the safe ground. This is as 
sure as the fact that the Bible is the Word of God. 
All the denominations admit this to be true. 

They also admit that the apostles preached that 
all who believe in Jesus Christ must "Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). The de
nominations, because of their mistaken ideas on the 
work of the Holy Spirit, say that it is unnecessary to 
be baptized. But if a man goes ahead and obeys the 
Spirit's command to be baptized, they all admit that 
he is saved and occupies safe ground. 

We kindly affirm, without fear of success
ful contradiction, that Christian people 
occupy the only position religiously that is 

infalli.bly safe - that is right and cannot be wrong. 
We also wish to call attention kindly to the fact that 
the religious ground they occupy is the one and 
only position that all other religious bodies will 
eventually have to come to. 1400 Troy Rd. 
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Apostasy and Obedience 
By Bill Lockwood 

L C. Parkhurst, a religious-journalist for the 
Daily Oklahoman, comments upon Colos
sians 2:8 in the July 10 issue of the paper. 

''Take heed lest there shall be anyone that maketh 
spoil of you through his philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ." 

Parkhurst warns of one category of "false teach
ers" he thinks Paul had in mind here which he 
labels the "super-religious." ''The super-religious 
may teach that we need more than faith in Jesus 
Christ alone and the loving obedience that super
naturally follows to maintain our relationship to 
God." 

First, if one who preaches Bible doctrine were 
to be enlisted on the editorial corps of a major 
newspaper, which itself is unlikely, and began la
belling with righteous judgments prattlers of "sure-
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enough" false doctrine such as Parkhurst himself, 
his newspaper days would be numbered. But, per
haps, this is only due to the fact that those who fol
low false teaching outnumber and outmaneuver 
true disciples. 

Second, I wonder if James, the inspired New 
Testament writer, is one of Parkhurst's "super-reli
gious" false teachers? He is the one whom Park
hurst describes, for James knew that "faith, if it 
have not works, is dead, being alone." Indeed, faith 
alone has been the chief stumbling block to real 
Bible faith for hundreds of years, assuring gropers 
in spiritual darkness that they already see. 

But third, and perhaps the most glaring, 
Parkhurst publishes in the Baptist error known as 
the Impossibility of Apostasy. One of the most 
amusing things I have ever seen is the efforts of the 
Baptists to prove this foolishness which is so inte
gral to their system. Parkhurst does such a poor job 
that I wonder if his effort is characteristic of every 
Baptist (and I know it is), why Baptists do not be
come disgusted with their doctrine. 

Parkhurst delivers himself as follows: "Loving 
obedience supernaturally follows initial faith." By 
"supernaturally" he means that God intervenes di
rectly to accomplish these works in us or by us. 
This allows the Baptist escape-hatch, through 
which they most frequently wiggle, that those who 
apostatize never were really saved to begin with; or 
that those Christians who fail in good works were 
never real Christians to begin with. Recently, I've 
heard several reports of some of our brethren who 
teach the same- that a Christian will have good 
works, and that they "automatically" (supernatu
rally) follow in the Christian life. 

If this all be the case, I wish one would em
bolden himself to enlighten me as to why James 
would even bother to address Christians after this 
manner: "But wilt thou know, 0 vain man, that faith 
apart from works is barren" (James 2:20). Accord-



ing to the theology reviewed here, there is no such 
thing as "faith apart from works," for the works 
"supernaturally" follow - or "automatically" flow. 
At best, James calls things that are not as though 
they were. 

ally saved. But the fact that he did not demonstrates 
the utter nonsense of this theological thimblerig
ging which says that "loving obedience" supernatu
rally or automatically follows initial faith. 

Again, why write to Christians (James 1: 1) 
chastising them for lack of works, if this lack only 
proves they are not Christians at all? James should 
have addressed these fakers after Baptist theology: 
"All right, you who say you are Christians, but have 
no works. Since works 'supernaturally follow' ini
tial faith, and you are short of good works, you are 
not even Christians." 

Who can believe Baptist theology in the face of 
the New Testament? In reality, if Parkhurst's idea is 
correct, James should have questioned (1) God, 
who would be responsible for their lack of works 
since there was no "supernatural" provision sup
plied of that kind, or (2) their having ever been re-

As is most always the case with purveyors of 
this notion of "Impossibility of Apostasy," man's 
side of salvation is completely ignored by 
Parkhurst. "Obedience" is not a supernaturally pro
vided fruit, but an obligation with which every 
Christian must comply. Paul, the great apostle to the 
Gentiles, did not doubt his initial salvation in Christ 
when he said, "I buffet my body daily ... lest after I 
preach to others I myself may be rejected." Rather, 
he stood in realization that his "loving obedience" 
was not something that supernaturally followed in 
his life, but that it is demanded by God under pain 
of being rejected by him. P.O. Box322 

Marlow, OK 73055 

-Firm Foundation Book Sale-
Save 20% off the listed price/ 

Firm Foundation Lecture Books: 
•The Firm Foundation of God Standeth .... $14.00 •Joshua ...................................................... $14.00 
•Luke .......................................................... $15.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 1 •••••..............................••••• $14.00 
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•Is Baptism Essential to Salvation?, Jerry Moffitt ................................................... $3.50 
• The Man Who Has Faith, Winfred Clark and Wayne Dunnaway .......................... $4.00 
• The Way to Get What You Want, W. M. Davis ...........................•.......................... $3.50 
•1 01 Sermon Outlines, Frank L. Cox ........................................................•............. $4.50 
• According to Luke, Frank L. Cox .........................................................................•• $3.50 
• Church Administration, Handbook for Leaders, Walter Adams .....•....•.................. $3.00 
• Functioning Leadership in the Church, Charles Moore ......................................... $3.00 
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(Editor's note: Recently Bailey McBride wrote that congregations desiring to employ a preacher should 
inquire as to the candidates' doctrinal position [Christian Chronicle, March 1994 ]. He is exactly correct. 
Not long ago someone wrote to "Yatt Sawyer asking his advice about how to interview a prospective 
preacher. The following article includes brother Sawyer's counsel- Dobbs.) 

Hiring a Preacher 
By Wyatt Sawyer 

F inding a good preacher is getting harder and 
harder - a sound one, that is. I suggest 
things leaders should look for in their 

preacher and things to look for in interviewing men 
for a preaching job. 

1. The preacher's view of the Bible. The question 
of authority is supreme! Is the Bible viewed as God
breathed and final? Is the Bible the inspired Word of 
God as opposed to the inspired thoughts of God. 

2. The preacher's view of Jehovah. Is he the cre
ator, father, and sovereign of heaven? 

3. The preacher's view of Christ. Is Jesus king of 
the kingdom of God, head of the body (the church 
of Christ), and the savior of the world? 

4. The preacher's view of the Holy Spirit. Is the 
Holy Spirit a co-laborer with Christ in guiding the 
church into all truth? 

5. The preacher's view of the church. Is the 
church one? Is the church non-denominational? Is 
there salvation in any other religious organization? 
Is there one, only one, church acceptable to God? 

6. The preacher's view of the gospel. Is the truth 
and all the truth in the New Testament? 

7. The preacher's view of understanding the 
Bible. Does the Word of God contain commands, 
examples, and necessary inferences? Can the Word 
of God be understood? Can sincere Bible students 
understand the plan of salvation, format for wor
ship, organization of the local congregation? 

8. The preacher's view of unity. Is there unity in 
diversity? Can there be union in division? 

9. The preacher's view of grace. Is salvation by 
grace and nothing else? Is God too good and loving 
to damn anyone to eternal hell? 
10. The preacher's view of baptism. Is baptism es

sential to salvation? Is baptism a burial in water? Is 
baptism for the remission of sins? Can a person be 
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saved without baptism under any circumstances? 
11. The preacher's view of divorce. Can a person 

marry, divorce, and remarry anyone, anytime be
cause God doesn't guide by rules, regulations, and 
prohibitions? Is man his own rule in divorce and re
marriage? 
12. The preacher's view of the past. Is old bad? 

Was everything in the past ignorant? 
13. The preacher's view of worship. Is worship 

boring and in need of exciting innovations to please 
the world and attract the entertainment crazed, non
churched people in the world? 
14. The preacher's view of the gospel. Are only the 

words of Jesus valid? Are the books of Acts through 
Revelation non-binding because they are only love
letters? Does love ever command? 
15. The preacher's view of the denominations. Are 

there saved people in all churches? Is there only 
one church which includes all the saved? 
16. The preacher's view of patterns. Is there a pat

tern in the New Testament? Is patternism legalism? 
17. The preacher's view of creation. Did God cre

ate the world by theistic evolution? Is the Bible ac
count of creation true? Did God create the world in 
144 hours - six literal days? 
18. The preacher's view of fellowship. Will the 

good people of all denominations be saved? 
19. The preacher's view of procedure. Is the church 

to please everybody and offend nobody? 
20. The preacher's view of the role of women. Is it 

acceptable to God for women to direct singing, lead 
prayers, read scripture, serve the Lord's Supper, 
and preach in a general assembly? 

Sawyer Publications 
2901 Harlanwood Dr. 
Fort Worth, TX 76109 
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External Righteousness 
By Shan Jackson 

0 ne of Christ's great pronouncements was 
spoken during the Sermon on the Mount: 
"For I say unto you that except your righ

teousness exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:20). 

Christ could make such a statement because he 
sees the inner thoughts. While those to whom he 
was speaking were unaware of his scrutiny and 
knowledge of them, he "perceived the thoughts of 
their hearts." He "knew what was in man." He 
made it plain that a righteousness that might appear 
complete and even beautiful to superficial human 
observers is often odious to him. 

Before we get ahead of ourselves we need to 
consider a few basic questions: First, what was the 
righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees? 

In the time of Christ, the sect of the Pharisees 
was large and powerful. Among them were the 
scribes, the doctors of the law. They not only copied 
the law for the people, they also expounded on it. 
The word Pharisee denotes separatism. They sepa
rated themselves in an attempt to restore, what they 
thought, was pure religion to God. However, in the 
time of Christ they had greatly degenerated into 
mere formalism and hypocrisy. On this account 
Christ often exposed and censured them. They pro
fessed a conformation of their lives to the law of 
God. They were frequent in public prayer, in fact 
none more so. They had many set forms of prayer, 
in the temple and corners of the streets. They also 
practiced easily recognizable areas of self-denial. 
They fasted twice a week, Monday and Thursday. 
They subjected themselves to austerity - touch 
not, taste not, handle not. They denied themselves 
many indulgences. They were also quite liberal, 
tithing of all they had and giving alms to the poor. 
They were also leaders of the people in words and 
actions. It was said that they would often encom
pass land and sea to make one proselyte. Such were 
some of the features of the professed righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees. 

Where was their righteousness defective? How, 
or in what respect, was it lacking? 

Their righteousness was confined to the exter
nal. What are prayers, if only the service of the 
lips? What are fasting, asceticism, the giving of 
tithes when the praise of men is sought rather than 
the approval of God? If not done in the right spirit, 
these may minister to pride, hardness of heart, and 
to blindness of mirid instead of true righteousness. 

How should a Christian's righteousness exceed 
that of the scribes and Pharisees? A believer's righ
teousness flows from a heart attuned to the will of 
God. It is the overflow of a love and trust placed in 
a divine Father and from a genuine desire to please 
him. Righteousness begins in God and is seen and 
felt in his children. It has no element of outward 
pomp and show, and it seeks the approval of God 
alone rather than the praise of men. Its supreme na
ture is to please and be found pleasing to him. True 
righteousness is superior in all aspects. It makes the 
heart humble, benevolent, kind, ardent for good. It 
glorifies God. Let your righteousness exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees. Your 
right doing should be more than theirs. 

P.O. Box904 
Palacios, TX 77465 

-New Book-

The Compelling Power 
of the Cross 
By John Hobbs, D. Min. 

This 176-page, 14-chapter book takes a deeper look 
into the meaning of Christ's death. Biblical truths are 
presented in a simplified way to enrich the spiritual life 
of the reader. The approach is both theological and 
practical. • • • • • 

$9.00 postage paid 

Order/rom 
Heritage Publications 

714 Southrldge Ct. 
Grand Prairie, Texas 75052 
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Third Annual 
Western Ohio Valley 

Firm Foundation Lectureship 
-June 5-9, 1994-.. -.. 

"The Honte as God Would Have It" 
Sunday, June S 

9:30 a.m ....•....•.......................• The Beauty and Power of Womanhood ..................................... Melvin Elliott 
10:30 a.m .................................. Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage ........................................... David Brown 
7:00 p.m .................................. Is Marriage Obsolete? ................................................................. Wayne Coats 
8:00 p.m .................................. Power in the Home ..................................................................... Curtis Cates 

Monday, June 6 
9:00 a.m .................................. The Responsibility of Parents to Teach Their Children ........... Jim Mitchell 

10:00 a.m .................................. The Characteristics of a Christian Home .................................. Noah Hackworth 
11:00 a.m .................................. An Effective Father ...................................................................... Wirt Cook 

1:30 p.m .................................. A House or a Home? ................................................................... John Daniels 
2:30 p.m .................................. The Family in Crisis .................................................................... Gary Summers 
7:00 p.m .................................. Congregational Singing 
7:30 p.m .................................. Realistic Expectations for Marriage ............................................ John Marshall 
8:30 p.m .................................. The Way of the Transgressor Is Hard ........................................ Bobby Liddell 

Tuesday, June 7 
9:00 a.m .................................. Why Do People Marry? .............................................................. Larry Phillips 

10:00 a.m .................................. How Does One Prepare for Marriage? ....................................... Waymon Swain 
11:00 a.m .................................. The Sanctity of Marriage ............................................................ Terry Varner 

1:30 p.m .................................. Words from the Wise Man ......................................................... Ron Cosby 
2:30 p.m .................................. Is Marriage Ever Hopeless? ......................................................... Tom Bright 
7:00 p.m .................................. Congregational Singing 
7:30 p.m .................................. What Shall I Take to My Wedding? ......................................... Charles Pugh 
8:30 p.m .................................. What Will You Leave Your Children? ....................................... Joe Gilmore 

Wednesday, Jrme 8 
9:00 a.m .................................. The Home in the Immoral World .............................................. Johnie Scaggs 

10:00 a.m .................................. Parents Axe People ...................................................................... Bob Eddy 
11:00 a.m .................................. The Urgent Need for Discipline ................................................. Lindell Mitchell 

1 :30 p.in .................................. What Constitutes Marriage? ...................................................... Glen Jobe 
2:30 p.m .................................. Marriage Takes Great Commitment .......................................... H. A {Buster) Dobbs 
7:00 p.m .................................. Congregational Singing 
7:30 p.m .................................. The Lord of the Home ................................................................ Eddie Whitten 
8:30 p.m .................................. Who Should You Marry? ............................................................ Tom Wacaster 

Thursday, June 9 
9:00 a.m .................................. Only Three Classes of People Free to Marry ............................. Richard Melson 

10:00 a.m .................................. The Home: A Divine Institution ................................................ Emanuel Daugherty 
11:00 a.m .................................. What Parents Owe Their Children ............................................ Denton Landon 

1 :30 p.m .................................. The Need for Understanding ...................................................... Jay Stephens 
2:30 p.m .................................. Why Do Marriages Fail? ............................................................. Roger Jackson 
7:00 p.m .................................. Congregational Singing 
7:30 p.m .................................. The Two Shall Be One ................................................................ Dub McClish 
8:30 p.m .................................. What Makes a Marriage Work? ................................................. Gus Eoff 

-The ladies of Northridge will serve lunch at noon each day.-

-Fred Davis, Director

Northridge Church of Christ 
2211 Needmore Road • Dayton, Ohio 45414 • (513) 274·6801 
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Announcements 

0 Doyle Kee of Geneva, Switzerland, notified 
us that a mission team is forming to enter Madagas
car in 1996. The activity will be under the oversight 
and sponsorship of the South Main church, 2009 
Price St., Henderson, Texas 75652, phone (903) 
657-3108. A new, more democratic form of govern
ment has made a new evangelistic thrust possible in 
this island African nation. Financial support is 
needed. If you are interested in exploring mission 
areas to serve this will be of interest to you. 

On the Sad and Sorry Side 

OMaxie D. Dunnam, senior minister of the 
Christ United Methodist Church in Memphis has 
sent a letter to all churches of Christ in Shelby 
County, Tenn. The letter reads: 

How excited I am that Max Lucado is going to 
be in our church for a special service on 
Thursday, April 14, at 7 p.m. When I learned 
that Max was going to be lea~ing a Christian 
Fellowship Retreat in Arkansas, I immediately 
sought to engage him for our congregation and 
our city. I know you must be happy that he is a 
colleague in ministry with you in the Church 
of Christ. ... I hope that you will be free and 
can come, and that you will invite your con
gregation to share in this experience .... I look 
forward to seeing you at Christ [United Meth
odist] church as we share together with Max 
Lucado. 

-Bouseparents
Needed 

Spiritually mature Christian couples 
interested in becoming 

Houseparents 

-Medina Children's Home
Route 16, Box 75 

Medina, TX 78055 
Phone (512) 589-2871 

Princeton Religion Research Center (PRRC) 

OPRRC reports in its January issue that 59 per
cent of the people say religion is very important, 
another 29 percent say it is fairly important, with 
only 12 percent saying it is not important at all. The 
report also says half the teenagers in America at
tend worship service each week and 40 percent of 
the adult population attends on a regular basis. 

The February PRRC report says: "Baby 
boomers in our view have too often gotten a mixed 
press that overestimates or underestimates their in
fluence upon religious practice in America. We be
lieve it is time to set the record straight: Gallup sur
veys for the past several decades have shown there 
is nothing exceptional about the religious behavior 
of baby boomers .... Dr. George Gallup, writing for 
the Saturday Evening Post in 1960, summed up the 
prevailing view of the baby-boomer generation this 
way by providing a profile of the typical teenager 
based on his surveys: 'Essentially he is quite con
servative and cautious. He is old before his time; 
almost middle-aged in his teens. In general, the 
typical American youth shows few symptoms of 
frustration, and is most unlikely to rebel or involve 
himself in crusades of any kind. He likes himself 
the way he is, and he likes things as they are.'" 

The report says there was a period of rebellion 
on the part of the boomers in the '60s and '70s, but 
"1980 found religious beliefs among the boomers 
constantly true to the traditional levels of American 
participation. ... When we look at where the baby 
boomers are now, they are statistically unremark
able, mirroring the religious characteristics of the 
general population." 

0 Hey, Wineskins, are you listening. All this ba
loney you have been putting out about how the 
baby boomers are demanding change in the church 
is just that - baloney! (Synonyms for baloney are 
"blather, drivel, gibberish, foolishness, inanity, va
pid, witless, stupid, banal, insipid, senseless, point
less, ludicrous, and moronic.") 
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A Fun Word Test 

0 Which of the following words can be defined 
as: "A bouncy reply; usually provocative"? 

A. Rump 
B. Riposte 
C. Burin 
Answer: B - as in: The president and faculty 

said, reverently, nothing by way of riposte. 

0 Which of the following words can be defined 
as: "A bell used to sound an alarm or a general 
summons"? 

A: Fealty 
B. Tocsin 
C. Tumbril 
Answer: B - as in: The Firm Foundation 

sounded the tocsin for massive objection to change 
agents and universities that would move the church 
away from the old paths. 

0 Which of the following words can be defined 
as: "Expressing necessary truth; with absolute cer
tainty"? 

A: Presciently 
B: Hermetically 
C: Apodictically 
Answer: C - as in: The prediction that liberals 

in the church will drift farther and farther to the left 
was, it turned out, correct. The Firm Foundation 
made the point apodictically. 

0 Which of the following words can be defined 
as: "Detrimental to reputation; designed to deni
grate"? 

A: Invidious 
B: Dislocative 
C: Bellicose 
Answer: A- as in: Unable to answer the argu

ment, officials of the university resorted to making 
invidious comparisons about those asking the 
school to make amends. 

0 Which of the following words can be defined 
as: "Childish"? 

A: Puerile 
B: Sacerdotal 
C: Concupiscent 
Answer: A- as in: It is amazing that a scholar 

would make such a puerile response. 

26 ~~ Found~::! 

OWhich of the following words can be defined 
as: "To pull out; abstract; disengage"? 

A: Bestir 
B: Importune 
C: Prescind 
Answer: C - as in: Rather than correct their 

mistake, the Wineskins editors had a tendency to 
prescind when they lost the debate. 

0 Which of the following words can be defined 
as: "Causing seemingly needless or excessive fear 
or anxiety"? 

A: Bugbear 
B: Concatenation 
C: Vicissitude 
Answer: A - as in: The dare to abandon truth 

in favor of change was a bugbear with an odor like 
a bugbane. 

Disgusting 
0 In Focus on the Family we read the following: 

Though I will be criticized for doing so, 
I'm including herewith a description of that 
commercial spot. Please skip the next few 
paragraphs if you do not wish to know what 
Secretary Shalala and Czarina Gebbie thought 
your kids ought to hear. 

Quoting from USA Today, January 5, 
1994: 

Among the racier of the government's 
new AIDS prevention ads is a radio spot star
ring Anthony Kiedis, lead singer for the Red 
Hot Chili Peppers. 

The message is called 'Naked' and is in
tended for alternative stations. Here's how it 
goes: 

'I'm Anthony Kiedis of the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers. I've been naked on stage. I've been 
naked on magazine covers. In fact, I was born 
naked and, of course, I'm naked whenever I 
have sex. But now I'm on the radio.' 

(Disrobing sounds) 
'So I might as well get naked again.' 
'There. I'm naked, see? And what I have 

here is a condom. I wear one whenever I have 
sex. Not whenever it's convenient. Or when
ever my partner thinks of it. Every time. Look, 
they're very easy to open.' 

(Sounds of package opening) 
'A breeze to put on. And best of all, they 

stop the spread of Hiv.' 
'Now, I'm naked. With a condom. But I'm 



not sa yin' you should have sex, and I'm not 
sayin' you shouldn't have sex. But I'm saying 
wear a latex condom if you're gonna have 
sex.' 

'Just think of this helpful demonstration 
and remember: You can be naked without be
ing exposed.' 

David must have observed the same kind of 
mess we've created for ourselves. He wrote, "If the 
foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous 
do? (Psa 11:3). David's question addresses the 
plight of many parents today. The foundations have 
begun to crumble. What can Christian mothers and 
fathers do? 

The answer, of course, is to turn back to the 
Bible and rebuild the moral fiber of our decadent 
age. Raise your children "in the fear and admoni
tion of the Lord." To the youth trying to live godly 
lives in an ungodly world, "Hold fast to that which 
is good" (1 Thess. 5:21). Don't let anyone under
mine your values! 

Illegitimacy 

0 Professor Elijah Anderson describes in detail 
the sex-and-abandonment game played by boys and 
girls in a blighted Philadelphia community. It is the 
story of family breakdown: 

Casual sex with as many women as possible, 
impregnating one or more, and getting them to 
have your baby brings a boy the ultimate in 
esteem from his peers and makes him a man. 
... The results: illegitimacy rates of up to 80 

-Dobbs-Till Debate-
Farrell Till, atheist 

Buster Dobbs, Christian 

The degrading nature of atheism was 
clearly shown by brother Dobbs. 

Videotapes 
8 hours for $25.00 plus shipping 

Audio tapes 
8 hours for $16.00 plus shipping 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 

1-800-572-3619 

percent, poverty, social chaos. The only way 
to attack this cycle of illegitimacy is by cut
ting off the oxygen that sustains it. Stop the 
welfare checks that say government will play 
the role of provider and father. ... The most 
perverse government incentive of all: the sub-
sidy for illegitimacy. ... Illegitimacy is the 
royal road to poverty .... A family headed by a 
single female is six times more likely to be 
poor than a two-parent family. ... Americans 
have always felt an obligation to help the un
fortunate. But by what moral logic should a 
taxpayer be asked to give part of his earnings 
to sustain a child fathered by a young man 
who disappears, leaving mother and child as 
wards of the state? Underwriting tragedy is 
one thing. Underwriting wantonness is quite 
another (Reader~ Digest, Mar. 1994). 

Pornography 
0 Lisa Marie Abato, 26, has appeared in more 

than 200 X-rated movies. She says that participat
ing in adult films, in which drug use is rampant, is 
the "worst choice a person can get into." Those who 
see it as a victimless crime, she said, "have no em
pathy for people who are being hurt." Children run 
away from home and often make their way to Hol
lywood where the porn industry may capture and 
ruin them. Their shame and misery and despair can
not be calculated. They are victims (World, Jan. 22, 
1994). 

Good Advice 
Imprimis (Feb. 1994) says we need to tell the 

poor "the surest way to get ahead in modem 
America is precisely the way their forefathers did 
it: Get a good education; work hard; save money; 
and invest. Instead we tell the poor that to get ahead 
they need to demand more money from govern
ment. ... We tell the poor they are poor because the 
wealthy oppress them. In other words, we tell the 
poor to blame their poverty on prejudice." The Ger
man economist Wilheim Ropke wrote: 

To expand the welfare state is not only easy, it 
is also one of the surest means for the dema
gogue to win votes and political influence, and 
it is for all of us the most ordinary temptation 
to gain ... a reputation for generosity and kind
ness. The welfare state is the favorite play
ground of a cheap sort of moralism that only 
thoughtlessness shields from exposure. 
Cheap moralism is anything but moral. Fp 

May 1994 27 
Firm Foundation 



Christians Are Established 
by Preaching the Gospel 

By Joseph D. Meador 

Anumber of men have given up preaching 
the gospel and are preaching "the signs of 
the times." We refer to preaching from the 

magazines, newspapers, or books. Such sermons 
have been presented on such diverse themes as: The 
Need for Greater Environmental Consciousness in 
God's World, Foreign Policy and the State of Israel, 
and How to Relax and Loosen-Up. 

It is not uncommon to hear personal develop
ment theory taught directly out of popular self-help 
books instead of the gospel of Christ. Rarely is any 
specific text of the Bible mentioned. 

Modern Preaching Versus the Gospel 
Modern preaching theory, with emphasis on 

staging an emotionally-charged performance, com
plete with mood lighting, smoke, and mirrors is one 
symptom of the change which has taken place 
among us. The emphasis is on the method rather 
than on the message. 

Another preaching theory seeks to transform 
the preacher into a country or folk storyteller. The 
message may be one of common sense and dry wit, 
but in using this method of entertainment the 
preacher teaches precious little about the gospel. 

Usually such methods are employed because 
the preacher involved has given himself over to de
livering a non-offensive, passive, and ambiguous 
message with the purpose of keeping the brethren 
satisfied and coming back! This was a problem in 
Paul's day - the give-them-what-they-want not 
what-they-need philosophy (2 Tim. 4:1-8). 

The Problem 
Preaching styles are not the problem. The trends 

in many pulpits today are symptoms of a much 
worse condition. The problem in the pulpit, and in 
the pews, is a lack of genuine faith in the inspira
tion, inerrancy, and authority of the Bible as God's 
pattern for salvation. That's the real problem. 

The "Old Jerusalem Gospel" has become ob
solete and irrelevant, in the minds of some. Its use-
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fulness has faded, and it is a curiosity of the past. 
In many congregations a synthesis between the 

gospel and various psychological and social better
ment theories has occurred. This has been mixed 
with a heady dose of "unity in diversity" which has 
resulted in an anti-gospel message touted as a "new 
gospel for a new church." 

However, the gospel as preached by Jesus 
Christ and his apostles is not a mere historical mes
sage (as the liberal dialecticians among us are now 
teaching in many "Christian" schools). Its teaching 
is far from obsolete (John 12:48-50; 20:30-31; Gal. 
1 :6). The gospel, proclaimed by faithful preachers, 
continues to be a spiritually, ethically, and morally 
powerful message which is centered in the person 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. The gospel has exclusive 
power to save the obedient. soul. 

"So ... I am ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal
vation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1:15-16). 

The enduring Word of God is the standard by 
which all will be judged. It sha~l never pass away. 
"But the word of the Lord abideth for ever. And this 
is the word of good tidings which was preached 
unto you" (1 Pet. 1:25). 

Let us never substitute for "him that called you 
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which 
is not another; but there be some that trouble you, 
and would pervert the gospel of Christ" (Gal. 1 :6-7). 

Let us never seek to be spiritually strengthened 
by "trendy" preaching, which is husk and not ker
nel. Rather, let us diligently seek a return to hearing 
the authentic Word. This will strengthen us and 
save others. This is the mission of the church. 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Rd. 

Austin, TX 78748 
Fp 
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Fourth Annual 

LECTURESHIP 
Theme: 

Wednesday, )Ylay 18th 
Winfred Clark 7:00 PM 

'Why Preach The Cross 01 Jesus Christ?" 
Dub McClish 8:00 PM 

James Watkins 7:00 PM 
"The Church Purchased By The Cross Of Christ• 

Tom Holland 8:00 PM 
"The Re-Crucifixion Of Christ" 

- Disciples Following Afar - Then And Now" 

Clhursday, )Ylay 19th 
John Barcus 1:00 PM 

"The Message Of Cross- The Faith Once Delivered" 

Saturday, 111tay 21st 
Jimmy Clark 9:00AM 

"Knowing Christ And Him Crucified" 
Jim Laws 10:00 AM 

Roger Banks 2:00 PM 
"Prophecies Of Christ And His Death On The Cross" 

Wayne Coats 3:00 PM 
"Enemies Of The Cross- False Doctrines Taught" 

Questions And Answers 3:45 PM 
Panel Of Speakers 

Kelby Smith 7:00 PM 
"The Old Rugged Cross Of Jesus Christ" 

Bobby Duncan 8:00 PM 

"The Actual Physical Death Of Christ On Cross· 
Flavll Nichols 11:00 AM 

"Sins That Put Christ On Cross I Spectators" 
Open Forum 1:30 PM 

Subject: Current Problems Facing The Church 
Dlelllnde Spears (Women's Class) 1:30 PM 

'What The Cross Means To Christian Women" 
Keith Mosher, Sr. 2:30 PM 

"The Cross Of Christ - Of None Effect To Who?" 
"Suffer Persecution- For The Cross Of Christ" Dan Winkler 3:30 PM 

'jriday, )'Vlay 20th 
'Why Did Christ Die? What Kept Him On Cross?" 

Roger Jackson 1:00 PM 
"Attitude Of Christ On Cross I Words Spoken· Sunday, J1/lay 22nd 

Curtis Cates 2:00 PM John Barcus 9:30AM 
"Enemies Of Cross From Within The Church" "Take Up His Cross And Follow Him" 

Bllllrby 3:00 PM 
"Enemies Of Cross From Without The Church" 

Garland Elkins 10:30 AM 
"The Way Of The Cross Leads Home" 

Questions And Answers 3:45 PM 
Panel Of Speakers 

May 18-22, 1994 
Hosted By The 

East Hill Church Of Christ • Pulaski, TN 38478 
Paul Sain, Director - (615) 36.3-2777 
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Traveling? 
Visit these congregations. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home or the Northwest Firm Foundadon Lee· 
tureshlp. 

-North Carolina-
Firm Foundation Ad Department 

P. 0. Box 210876 
Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Davidson, 
minister. Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Alaska-
222 exit Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (904) _ Ohio -
376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344- Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
6715 or R.C. Raymer 3~~:~~74. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 
274-6801. Home or Western OhJo Valley Firm 

Fairbanks, serving Ft Wainwright and the Greater Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, Foundadon Lectureship. 
Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) 10 30 6 "'' d 7 30 R bert Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson AFB., : a.m., p.m. ne. : p.m. 0 

456-4921. McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 
- Arkansas - Home or Florida School or Preaching. minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, 
(501) 932-4328. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Brad Poe, minister. Chri 4300 N A Arbo A 73122 s 9 
(407) 657-0657. st, · nn r ve., · un. • 

10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Amott Lowder, 
- California - Plant City- Springhead Church of Christ, 1402 

Modesto _ 416 w. Whitmore at Carol Ln., Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
95351. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754-
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor or West Coast Firm 1776 or 754-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 

Foundadon Lectureship. Sarasota- Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 
p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. Sebastian- 1045 Main St Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
San Bernardino - Uptown Church of Christ, p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist 
3630 N. "E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Call883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, minister, 
883-5232. 

-Georgia-

minister. 787-5814. 

-Pennsylvania
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St, 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bob Eddy, minister. (215) 
326-4028. Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Firm Foundadon Lectureship. ' 

-South Carolina-
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main SL, 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 
Memorial Drive., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m.. 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 
1-285). 

San Lorenzo- 977 Grant Ave. at Washington, 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m., (415) 276-4693, Joe Gilmore, minister. 
Sponsor or West Coast Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. Byron - 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 49 

(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. Camper 
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Noah (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor or 
West Coast Firm Foundadon Lectureship. -Indiana-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9:00, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foundidion 
Lectureship. 

Memphis- Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 4400 
Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 

(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 minister, (901) 366-0617. 

C central · 
BURCH OF C:HRIST 

1320 South Church St, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 
p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Minnesota-

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722·184, 722-1871. 

-Missouri-

Robertson County 
Church or Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, 1N., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Abilene - Eastside Church of Christ, 805 N. Judge 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, comer of Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m .• Wed. 6 Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is our 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, minister. 824-7040. 334-3866, 334-3757. pattern. 
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Baytown - Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Highway 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith." 

Denton- Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

Son Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. • •••• 

Son Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ on 
Rediand Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, preacher. 
(210) 494-2499. 

Waco- Columbus Avenue Church of Christ, 1525 
Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:3 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth group. 752-
9636. 

-Virginia-

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, II 
a.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. 
(703) 382-7837 0 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, II a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-
7777. 

Max Meadows- Ft. Chi swell Church of Christ 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. Y, mile S. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 637-
4244: (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 555 N. 
Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, 
672-3097. 

CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is accepted in 
keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. 
Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to 
the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Wonted: Strong. experienced gospel preacher. Send 
r~sum~ to Church of Christ, 112 N. Payne, Pacific, 
MO 63069. or call (314) 257-2947 or 257-3223. 

Wanted: A full-time preacher to serve a small 
congregation in Newman, CA. Three-bedroom house 
and small salary. Contact Hardy Reeves Sr., 1553 
Corgiat Dr .. Newman, CA 95360 (209) 862-2554. 

Florida congregation needs a full -time minister. We 
are seeking a conservative, family man to help us 
grow. Please send resume and references to West 
Nassau Church of Christ. P.O. Box 1508, Callahan, 
FL 32011, (904) 879-4003. 

For Sale 
Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summari zed and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of 
New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$ 11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, 
CA 92324. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
!59 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: The Currelll 
Digression - $8.00 - postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230-2504 or (210) 696-5532. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. (For reprint of 1990 
RDTW: General Hermeneutics, contact National 
Christian Press.) 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
Train" newsletter. 

Affordable, fast, high-resolution postscript laser 
printer! LaserMaster products: WinPrinter 800 DPI 
($1,095); WinJct 800 DPI ($495); and WinJet 1200 
DPI ($995) HP upgrade kits. Call (614) 266-2669. 

Learn New Testament Greek by correspondence. 
Low cost. Write: Dr. John Hobbs, 714 Southridge 
Ct., Grand Prairie, TX 75052 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
in your congregation. Elders or church leaders 
write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 
Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Wanted: Experienced Christian sales manager. 
Statewide advertising group management. 
Commission plus bonus. Baker Publishing Co. Phone 
for interview (806) 293-4994. 

Today, more than ever, the Lord's church needs well
trained Bible schoolteachers. Your congregation may 
now sponsor a teacher-training seminar entitled 
"Good Teachers Made Better." This seminar will 
make your teachers bette r instructors and will 
increase the ir abil ity to teach God's Word more 
effective ly. Contact: Andy Ammons , Memphis, 
Tenn., (90 1) 324-4983 (evenings and weekends). 

Needed: Dynamic, sound man to direct "Bible Chair" 
on 2-year junior college campus in Grayson County, 
Tex. Must have Master's degree in Bible. Salary 
negotiable. Housing available. Needs to be in place 
by August. Send resum~ and references to Elders, 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 275, Howe, TX 75459 

- Advertising Policy -
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we an

nounce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements. 
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or 

refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of 
policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

The Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $50 for 
a full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for anything under a half-page. This is in addition to the cost of the 
space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have it, but please understand that in most Instances, 
the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize 
with the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank you! 
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BiGHORN MOUNTAIN LECTURESHIP 
The Eternal Word 

-July 1·3, 1994-
Frlday, July 1 . 

8:30 a.m .................................. Congregational Singing .......................................................................... Dennis Hatchett 
9:00 a.m .................................. God Has Spoken .................................................................................... Thomas Reid 
9:45 a.m .................................. The Word Shall Not Return Void ........................................................... Johnle Scaggs 

1 0:30 a.m .................................. The Etemallty of the Scripture ............................................................... Melvin Elliott 
11:15 a.m .................................. The Word That Was God ....................................................................... Skip Andrews 
1 :30 p.m .................................. The Word Incarnate ............................................................................... Charles A. Pledge 
2:15 p.m .................................. The Word of Truth .................................................................................. Rick Popejoy 
3:00 p.m .................................. The Inspiration of Scripture - I ............................................................ Harrell Davidson 
7:00 p.m .................................. Congregational Singing .......................................................................... Dennis Hatchett 
7:30 p.m .................................. The Authority of Scripture - I ............................................................... James W. Boyd 

Saturday, July 2 
8:30 a.m .................................. Congregational Singing .......................................................................... Dennis Hatchett 
9:00 a.m .................................. The Word of Judgment .......................................................................... Skip Andrews 
9:45 a.m .................................. The Credibility of Scripture .................................................................... Wayne Price 

10:30 a.m .................................. The Understandable Word ..................................................................... Dean Fugett 
11:15 a.m .................................. The Word of Grace ................................................................................. Ward Jones 
1 :30 p.m .................................. The Authenticity of Scripture ................................................................. Johnle Scaggs 
2:15 p.m .................................. Do the Scriptures Say In Vain ............................................................... Michael Hatcher 
3:00 p.m .................................. The Inspiration of Scripture - II ........................................................... Harrell Davidson 
7:00 p.m .................................. Congregational Singing .......................................................................... Dennis Hatchett 
7:30 p.m .................................. The Authority of Scripture - II .............................................................. James W. Boyd 

Sunday, July 3 
9:00 a.m .................................. Congregational Singing .......................................................................... Dennis Hatchett 
9:20 a.m .................................. The Authority of Scripture - Ill ............................................................. James W. Boyd 

10:00 a.m .................................. The Inspiration of Scripture -111 .......................................................... Harrell Davidson 
10:35 a.m .................................. The Steadfastness of Scripture ............................................................. Michael Hatcher 
1 :30 p.m .................................. Congregational Singing .......................................................................... Dennis Hatchett 
2:00 p.m .................................. The Word of Our Salvation .................................................................... Dean Fugett 
2:45 p.m .................................. The Objective Word ............................................................................... Wayne Price 
3:30 p.m .................................. The Honor of God's Word ...................................................................... Thomas Reid 
4:15 p.m .................................. The Use of the Word of Truth by Jesus and His Apostles ................... Rick Popejoy 
Lunch break- 11:50 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. daily. • Afternoon break-3:40p.m. to 7:00p.m., Friday and Saturday. 

-AI/ lectures will be held at the Holiday Inn Convention Center at Sugar/and In Sheridan, Wyom/ng.-

Charles A. Pledge, Lectureship Director 
7 W. Colorado • Sheridan WY 82801 • (307) 672-7903 

Host congregation Is Northside Church of Christ In Sheridan, Wyoming. 
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A Crisis in Morality 
Bear Vallry Ch7'1'ch of Clm'rt 

By Jerry Moffitt St;J,nol o/l'ililic:al.~ ,;· s 
"' J, ,O..:o. l..a •. zu~· Si,·, et 

T he sacrificial system of Judaism, among 
other things, shows us the ineffable and in
expressible holiness of God. He simply can

not be approached without blood. And he says, 
"Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy; for I 
am holy" (Lev. 11 :44). 

God demands purity of the human race. But 
what do we see in our day? There is abortion, a 
move toward mercy killing, the legalizing of sod
omy, rampant fornication, schools dispensing con
doms and that even without parents' permission. 
There is a growing crime rate; there is violence ev
erywhere. 

Even in the church, in some quarters, we have 
cursing minimized, divorce and unscriptural remar
riage overlooked and unpreached on, social drink
ing condoned. We are told to abstain from the ap
pearance of evil (1 Thess. 5:22), but preachers re
ceive flak when they preach against immodesty 
in mixed swimming, a lack of dress codes, dancing, 
summer apparel. Women are to dress in modest 
apparel with shamefastness (1 Tim. 2:9). Men are 
not to look on a woman to lust after her. If they 
do, they commit adultery in the heart (Matt. 5:28). 
All are to avoid the lewdness or lascivious nature of 
the modern dance (Jude 3-5). Yet some don't want 
to hear it. 

Pornography ought to be put away. The price 

JJ, .• h.; Cu. IJ0.!.~1 

young people must pay to do that is that they must 
abstain from television's music video. It is at best 
"soft porn." The price parents must pay is to leave 
off soap operas; they are the same. In movies, some 
PG's regularly have shocking language. Television 
shows are increasingly wicked, and Christians 
ought not to try to find ways to excuse them. They 
are simply pornographic. 

Y
es, there is a crisis in human morality. There 
has always been a crisis because light and 
darkness always have friction, contrast, and 

opposition. There was a great crisis and conflict in 
the first century, fought out both within and without 
the church (1 Cor. 5:9-13; 1 Pet. 4:1-6). In part this 
ignoble opposition to holiness arises because Chris
tianity demands holiness (2 Cor. 6:17-7:1; Col. 
1:21-22; Col. 3:1-4; Rom. 12:1-2; Rom. 12:9; 1 
John. 2:15-17; Matt. 6:24). Christians are the con
science of the world, and the world doesn't like pin
pricks. It lashes out and hits back. 

In part, the crisis and conflict arise because 
Christianity is a narrow religion. It is a narrow gate 
and a difficult way (Matt. 7 :13-14). It takes an 
agony to enter that gate (Luke 13:24). It means, of
ten times, that one must choose between relatives 
and Jesus Christ (Mark 8:34-35), that his body is to 
be a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1-2), his thoughts 
must be in complete control (2 Cor. 10:3-5). 

(continued on page 10) 
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Editorial 

On the hnportance 
of Hate 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he inability or unwillingness to hate 
makes a person worthless. If we do not 
hate detestable things, the quality of our 

character is suspect. The Bible recommends 
that we hate. It also warns against hatred. 

Hate, it has been said, is like burning down 
your house to get rid of a rat. Solomon warns, 
"He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, and 

layeth up deceit within him." We cannot hate a brother and be in 
the light (1 John 2:9). "If a man say, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?" (1 
John 4:20). "Hatred stirreth up strifes" (Prov. 10: 12). Hatred is 
listed as a work of the flesh that bars from heaven (Gal. 5:20). 

Even so, there is "a time to love and a time to hate" (Eccl. 
3:8). The Firm Foundation has been called a magazine of hate. 
We plead guilty. It is also a magazine of love, and this is no con
tradiction. Hate is required of the righteous. God, in all his infi
nite mercy and love, is capable of hatred. Were he not able to 
hate wrong things, he would not be God. 

God hates seven things: "a proud look, a lying tongue, and 
hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that deviseth wicked 
imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, a false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among 
brethren" (Prov. 6: 17 -19). Through the mouth of his servants the 
prophets, Jehovah identified moral corruption and begged Israel 
to "do not this abominable thing that I hate" (Jer. 44:4). God 
hates the imagination of evil against one's neighbor and loving 
false oaths (Zech. 8: 17). The hate that lives side by side with 
love in the heart of God is not maliciousness, but is a "right feel
ing of aversion from what is evil." 

If we would be like God, we must hate some things. We do 
not hate people - not even our enemies and certainly not our 
brothers. We must hate things that rot moral fiber. We must abhor 
things that drag the damned to perdition. God's love seeks the 
world's salvation, therefore, he has no choice but to hate every
thing that would undermine that noble purpose. If we weep o'er 
the erring ones, necessity is laid upon us to loathe whatever 
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people did not want to hear the truth in all its plainness, but de
manded soft, pleasant announcements. They wanted their felt 
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and instruction in righteousness (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 
The word translated reproof means "to convict." 
The real meaning is "expose." It means to prove a 
thing is either right or wrong, which requires exami
nation and investigation. It suggests that we must 
stir ourselves and wake up ... be alert. "Awake thou 
that sleepest!" "Give the more earnest heed." False 
teachers are abroad in the land and we must put their 
teaching under a magnifying glass. To do so is right. 
To fail to do so is spiritual suicide - and stupid. 

In modem parlance, people say, "Make me feel 
good .... I came to the service to be comforted and 
not to be corrected .... I read the magazine to be ap
proved not to be improved. ... tickle my itching 
ears" (2 Tim. 4:3). Others say, "Speak to me in 
mush and goo .... Never tell me anything that might 
disturb me .... Tell me only pleasant things .... I'm 
okay, you're okay, everybody is okay, and nothing 
is wrong." We want prophets who will build up our 
self esteem and make even the most worthless ap
pear valuable. Never say never. Offer no correction 
and no criticism. We cover our ears and refuse to 
hear any word of censure. 

Lying love is a real danger, especially to those 
who are inclined to kindly relations. Such extrava
gant love empties itself in flowing speech, and is 
often the sign of acute selfishness and greed. Love 
wasted in words profits nothing (James 2:16). "Let 
your love be without hypocrisy." 

Let love hate what is evil and cling to what is 
good. To despise the one and hold to the other is 
essential to the purity and intensity of love. To love 
good but not hate evil is like to trying to run with 
only one leg. The force of our recoil from error is 
measured by our unyielding hold on truth. The 
more we love truth, the more we hate falsehood. 
The stronger our hold on correct Bible doctrine, the 
greater is our abhorrence of heresy. Those who care 
but little for absolute truth have a great tolerance 
for error. 
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In this day of fake charity and unscrupulous pa
tience, we must insist upon looking up on goodness 
and down on badness. Our decaying society pities 
rather than blames the criminal, and multiplied 
agencies are so involved in elevating wrongdoers 
that they lose sight of the need to punish. It is weak 
and effeminate to pretend an interest in truth while 
showing no hatred of error. It is strong and manly to 
abhor the evil and cleave to the good. 

Jesus wept over Jerusalem, but pronounced its 
doom, "Behold, your house is left unto you deso
late." He hated its evil but was moved to tears over 
its coming misery. We do not hate men but things. 
When false teachers say that the blessed mother of 
Jesus was "another sexually questionable woman," 
we hate and detest that damnable lie, but our hearts 
bleed for the deluded soul that could bring himself 
to make such a pronouncement. We hate it when 
false teachers deny the one church; we shudder 
when men in high places deny 'the purity of worship 
by corrupting it with instruments; we are filled with 
loathing when false prophets urge the bride of 
Christ to fraternize with the unwashed and compro
mise Bible teaching on the plan of salvation and the 
scheme of redemption. Every false teaching must 
be sincerely hated, but false teachers loved enough 
for us to rebuke and reprove them. 

When leading men in the church have their 
mealy-mouth so filled with mush that they cannot 
condemn evil and denounce error, we have fallen 
on hard times and are led to 'the threshold of apos
tasy. The truth that makes free will be trodden un
der foot and the cross of Christ will be despised 
when we lack the moral grit to speak out plainly 
against error and dishonesty. Beware of anyone 
who claims to be so loving that he cannot bring 
himself to state clearly his own position or to con
demn wrong teaching in others. 

The book of Revelation describes the fight be
tween truth and falsehood. It is not a tea party, but a 
fight. Jesus approved the church at Ephesus be
cause they "tried" pretenders and found them false 
(Rev. 2:2). They could not bear evil men, and for 
this they were commended. He who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand praised the faithful at Ephe
sus because they would not abide the works of her
etics. "But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds 



of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate" (Rev. 2:6). 
Jesus and the saints at Ephesus hated the deeds of 
the Nicolaitans, but not the Nicolaitans. 

We stand in good company when we try- ex
amine, test, prove - would-be leaders who ad
vance incorrect teachings and attempt to have the 
church hobnob with denominations. The church 
must not consort with the world and mingle with 
the wicked. The saved should be so different from 
the world that they, by word and deed, reprimand 
the world. This may not make the church popular, 
but it will make her faithful, which is more impor
tant than the approval of the depraved. "If the world 
hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated 
you. If ye were of the world, the world would love 
his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you. Remember the word that I said 
unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If 
they have persecuted me, they will also persecute 
you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep 
yours also" (John 15:18-20). 

"I have given them thy word; and the world hath 

hated them, because they are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world. I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of 
the world, even as I am not of the world (John 
17:14-16). 

"But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light" 
(1 Pet. 2:9). 

"And the dragon was wroth with the woman, 
and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 
which keep the commandments of God, and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ" (Rev. 12: 17). 

"Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning 
all things to be right; and I hate every false way" 
(Psa. 119:128). Those who esteem God's Word will, 
therefore, hate every false way. 

Let the righteous stand up and ·be counted. 
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''You Think You're the Only Ones'' 
Timidity in Judging Due to Lack of Understanding 

Among Church Members 

By S. Timothy McHenry 

ometimes in a visitation group or other 
church setting a member will complain that 
those outside the church say, "You people in 

the church of Christ think you're the only ones go
ing to heaven." This is accompanied by looks 
of disgust from the church members present. When 
you attempt a scriptural explanation of the remark 
and what the Bible identifies as the church, the re
sult is an atmosphere of, shall we say, uneasiness. 
Why? This writer believes that at the core of the 
immediate problem is a misunderstanding of 
judgment. 

First of all, let me point out some basic truths. It 
is recorded in Acts 2 that when people respond to 
the gospel, the Lord adds them together as they are 
saved by him (Acts 2:47). That is further backed up 
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by the statements made in Ephesians 2: 13-16, "But 
now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our 
peace, who hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us; having abolished in his flesh 
the enmity, even the law of commandments con
tained in ordinances; for to make in himself of 
twain one new man, so making peace; and that he 
might reconcile both unto God in one body by the 
cross, having slain the enmity thereby." 

We see from this passage that reconciliation is in 
the body, and the body is the church (Eph. 1 :22-23). 
Then notice that entrance into the body requires no 
more or no less on our part than what it takes to be 
saved. This is shown by 1 Corinthians 12: 13 which 
says, "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body." Thus, all the saved are in the church. I know 
there is no one saved outside the church! 

The quick response to the above conclusion is, 
"Are you condemning me (or "them" if you are 
talking to a church member) to hell because I am 
not in the church of Christ?" This is where the 
problem with judging comes into play. Now pay 
close attention. It is impossible for me or anyone 
else now on earth to pass sentence on anyone's 
soul. That does not mean, however, that I cannot 
judge. 

Think about the secular judicial system. When a 
suspected criminal comes before the court, the jury 
decides whether or not the evidence proves that he 
did what he is accused of doing. This roughly corre
sponds to the kind of spiritual judgment that God 
demands we make as Christians. In order for us to 
make decisions we must be able to tell whether an 
action is right or wrong, not based on secular law, 
but rather God's law. How else can we "know them 
by their fruits" (Matt. 7:20) or "judge righteous 
judgment" (John 7:24)? 



Go back to the criminal. The jury finds him 
guilty. It is now the responsibility of the judge to 
"pass sentence." That is, the judge now prescribes 
appropriate punishment for the criminal. This is 
something that we spiritually can never do, but it is 
precisely what others think that we are doing when 
we say no one is saved outside the church. They fail 
to understand the difference between righteous 
judgment and passing sentence. The former is what 
God demands that we do to help others be saved, 
the latter is what God will do at the judgment day 
according to the dictates of his will. There is abso
lutely nothing that I can say or do that will change 
what God has determined. Where they will end up 
in the future is out of my hands, and I can do noth
ing about it. I can be a good influence, but I 
wouldn't even want to have the responsibility of 
passing sentence. 

The accusation that I am "condemning" anyone 
by my words is misplaced. Do you think me to be 
God, who knows what the punishment for sin is and 
will be? Do you think I am so powerful that I can 
cast you down to hell? If not, why accuse me of 
condemning when I say that the saved are in the 
church? 

Did Jesus pass sentence? I do know that he 
preached against sin and directly to sinners, telling 
them of their wrongs. But listen to what Jesus said 
of the way he acted: "If any man hear my words, 
and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to 
judge the world, but to save the world. He that 
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one 
that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the 
same shall judge him in the last day." Preachers and 
teachers of God's Word simply tell others what God 
says in the Bible. When the teacher does this, is the 
judgment from him or from that Word? 

God expects us to unhypocritically help our 
brother out of his faults (Matt. 7:5; Gal. 6:1-2). The 
only way that I can do this is to use the good sense 
God has given us all to look at my brother's actions 
and tell him what God says about them. May we all 
have the courage to do just that, and may the breth
ren perceive the truth when they are confronted 
with it. 105 S. 2nd St. 

Scottsville, KY 42164-1449 
Fp 
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The Subtle Seduction of Our Teens 
By Jay Stephens 

A June 1993 article by brother Dobbs (Firm 
Foundation) alerted our congregation to 
the fact that our Bible school material might 

be denominationally biased. Our class material is 
purchased from Sweet Publishing Company, who 
allegedly purchases this material from David G. 
Cook Publishing - it is written, therefore, by de
nominational people. 

In recent years, much of our Bible school mate
rial (irrespective of the publisher) has been getting 
away from the basic Bible truths of the plan of sal
vation; the one, true church; the sin of division and 
denominationalism, etc., and seems to be concen
trating on teaching morals. 

While we do not deny the value of teaching 
morality in our Bible school, the basis of morality is 
fellowship with God through his Son and his 
church. Brother Dobbs' article, which revealed the 
sources of the various materials, offers a possible 
explanation as to why there is a marked change in 
class material recently. 

During this past winter quarter, a perceptive 
teacher for our teenage class became extremely 
alarmed by the outright declarations of one of his 
lessons. What follows are direct quotes from Sweet 
Publishing Company's High School Teachers Man
ual, Lesson 2, For the week of Dec. 12, 1993, pp. 
14-19. These quotes will be compared to Scripture, 
with some comments by me. 
Sweet material, page 14 

Bible Truth: The Holy Spirit is the guide for all 
Christians. 

Lesson Aim: That your students will trust the 
Holy Spirit to guide them in their Christian walk. 

The lesson references Paul's second missionary 
journey - specifically Acts 16:6-10. But the mate
rial utterly fails to make the distinction between 
how the Spirit worked with the disciples in the first 
century and how he works with us today! There is a 
decided distinction. In the first century, the Holy 
Spirit spoke directly to some disciples, enabling 
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them, while the New Testament was being written 
and confirmed, to "go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16: 15). 

No gospel preacher that I know of would make 
the same claim today. Therefore, if members of the 
church are editing this material for doctrinal cor
rectness (which is the claim), they have completely 
overlooked this particular lesson; or they are teach
ing another gospel! Either way, our teenagers will 
suffer as they are subtly seduced. 
Sweet material, page 14 

Bible Application: Evaluate situations in which 
people felt "led" by the Spirit. Identify specific ar
eas of life in which students need the Holy Spirit's 
daily guidance. 

There are no "feelings" referenced in Acts 16. 
What "feelings" are we supposed to have in 1994? 
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Since when are "feelings" supposed to be our 
guide? In every century the Word of God has been 
the guide (Psa. 119:105, 1 Pet. 4:11). That Word 
was delivered directly in the first century by the 
Holy Spirit to inspired persons. It was then written 
down and circulated for the edification of all the 
churches (Eph. 3:3-4). Inspiration passed from the 
man to the page. These writings were collected as 
our New Testament, called "the faith" and meant to 
be defended (Jude 3). 
Sweet material, page 14 

Life Response: Discuss how a Christian knows 
he or she is being led by the Spirit. 

Today, we are to study in order to determine 
how the Holy Spirit wants us to live our lives (2 
Tim 2:15). The Sweet material then encourages the 
student to make his feelings his guide. 

A person that is led by his feelings has made his 
stomach his guide (Rom. 16: 18) and has ceased to 
serve Christ. Our teens are in a phase in which their 
emotions are very strong. To suggest that it is ap
propriate for them to "feel" led by the Spirit is an 
invitation to all kinds of religious problems. 
Sweet material, page 15, paragraph 6 

Understanding the Bible: Through experiences 
such as these, Paul developed a profound sense of 
the importance of staying in step with the Spirit. 
Paul not only relied on the Holy Spirit for guidance, 
but also relied on the Spirit for help in holy living. 

Paul stayed in step with the Spirit, because he 
did not resist the Spirit's direct leading (something 
an inspired prophet could do, if he wanted - 1 Cor. 
14:32; 1 Tim 4:14). Paul didn't have a New Testa
ment to consult in order to determine the correct 
path - he was in the process of receiving the New 
Testament. Paul relied on what the Holy Spirit 
"saith expressly" for guidance because a new law 
was being revealed, and the Lord was working with 
the early disciples to confirm it (1 Tim. 4: 1; Mark 
16:20). Even though Paul received direct g1:1idance 
through words spoken by the Spirit (John 16:13; 1 
Cor. 2:13) on holy living from the Spirit (the only 
guidance available), he still had to subject himself 
(1 Cor. 9:27). 

Today, it is correct to say that we rely on the 
Word, as revealed and confirmed by the Holy 
Spirit, for guidance and holy living. The implica-

tion in Sweet's material is the Holy Spirit is some
how guiding and assisting the Christian in a manner 
that is separate and apart from the inspired Word -
that, my friend, is wrong - unscriptural! I can un
derstand the Baptists putting this in their material, 
but I cannot understand any Christian allowing it to 
pass under his pen without extensive editing - un
less no Christian edited the material! 
Sweet material, page 15 

Precession Activity: "Simon Says" Grows Up 
Objective: To encourage your students to listen 

carefully even when they're having fun. 
Excerpt - talk briefly about the importance of 

listening carefully to instructions. 
Anyone willing to give the material the benefit 

of the doubt will be dismayed when they see the 
activity designed to teach the Bible "truth" about 
the guiding and help of the Holy Spirit is a game of 
"Simon Says." In what way does this activity re
flect how the Holy Spirit works today? 

A teacher migh.t develop an activity that centers 
around carefully reading and following instruc
tions, but only a Calvinist would suggest that "Si
mon Says" is a reflection of the reality of how the 
Holy Spirit works in 1993-94. 
Sweet material, page 16 

When you're faced with a problem or a tough 
decision about how to act in today's society, where 
do you go for help? Students will probably say 
things like the Bible, the minister, parents, a special 
friend, an adult they admire, books, magazines, talk 
shows, their own in-group, their own consciences, 
the Holy Spirit. 

The Scriptures provide patience, comfort, and 
hope (Rom. 15:4). We are to abide in God's Word 
(John 12:43), which is the Truth (John 8:32). Just 
how is one to go to the Holy Spirit for help? The 
Sweet material fails to tell us how this is done. 

Most teens are not grounded enough to chal
lenge the subtle leading of this material. In the 
hands of some of our unsound "youth ministers" 
this material will be devastating to the future of un
denominational Christianity. 
Sweet material, page 16 

John 14:21-23 ... indicates that every Christian 
can count on Christ's presence within him or her. 
Christ works in our lives through the Holy Spirit, 
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who guides us in understanding the Word as well as 
God's will. 

John 14:23 does, indeed, teach the presence of 
the Father and the Son in our lives, but their pres
ence is contingent upon keeping his Word! Sweet 
makes the subtle transition to the statement that 
"Christ works in our lives through the Holy Spirit, 
who guides us in understanding the Word as well 
as God's will." Alright! Here it is - outright Cal
vinism. The Holy Spirit, according to Sweet, helps 
us understand the Word and understand God's will. 
Sweet has completely misrepresented the Holy 
Spirit's work since the frrst century. If the Holy 
Spirit helps us to understand God's Word, how 
come we do not all understand it completely alike? 
If the Holy Spirit helps us to understand God's will, 
how come we do not all practice it alike in our 
lives? Sweet would have the Holy Spirit be the au
thor of confusion (which he is not- 1 Cor. 14:33) 
and responsible for our sins and shortcomings. 

Galatians 5:22-23 speaks of the "fruit of the 
Spirit." This is not a reference to something that the 
Holy Spirit does directly in our lives; it is a refer
ence to the character manifested in our lives when 
we put into practice the words of the Holy Spirit re
corded on the pages of inspiration. 

Brethren, there are three more pages of this her
esy in the Teacher l Lesson Plan of this material, 
which time and ~pace do not permit me to review. 
The lesson speaks about becoming "more sensitive 
... to the Spirit's leading." It states explicitly that the 
"Holy Spirit uses many means to accomplish his 
task of guidance." It asks the teens to discuss their 
opinions and thoughts about how the Holy Spirit 
leads. It takes Paul's situation and applies it to how 
the Holy Spirit guides a Christian today - this is 

A Crisis in Morality 
(continued from page 1) 

Look to yourself and your children. Be strong. 
Love holiness, because we have the ultimate cause 
worth dying for, and the only cause worth living 
for. Box 1275 

Portland, TX 78374 
Fp 
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completely wrong! The distinction is night and day. 
We have discontinued using the Sweet material. 

Let me say that Sweet Publishing has always 
handled our account correctly and politely. We have 
no problems with them from a financial standpoint. 
But in light of this lesson, we cannot continue to 
sanction the material for use in our Bible class pro
gram (2 John 9). 

The current digression over the work of the 
Holy Spirit today has progressed much farther than 
any of us care to admit. Preachers, elders, deacons, 
and concerned teachers must go back to carefully 
reviewing their Bible class material -no matter 
who the publisher is - and bring the false teaching 
to light. In the past, we trusted our "Christian" pub
lishers to provide sound materials for our Bible 
class programs, but some of these publishers do not 
deserve out trust anymore. 

Alexandria Church of Christ 
111 E. Braddock Rd. 

Alexandria, VA 22310 

- Ju.tte -
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Northridge Church of Christ 
2211 Needmore Rd. • Dayton, OH 45414 

Fred Davis, director 

- Au.g114~-
Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Missoula Church of Christ 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. • Missoula, MT 59802 

Noah Hackworth, director 

- Se~fetd.e~~ -
The Firm Foundation Lectureship 

East Ridge Church of Christ 
501 McBrien Rd. • .Chattanooga, TN 37412 

- lf((&llCk 1995 -
West Coast Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Church of Christ 
9n Grant Ave. • San Lorenzo, CA 94580 

- A~~tll 1995 -
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Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation Lectureship 
Coventry Hills Church of Christ 

1339 S. Hanover St. • Pottstown, PA 19464 
Bob Eddy, director 
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We Are Growing 
By Albert Gardner 

G ood news about the"Good 
News"! It is being re
ported that the church is 

growing again. We are now the 
sixth fastest growing religious 
group in America. 

Local churches are reaching out 
with programs designed to teach non-Christians. 
For so long we have been turned inward with one 
workshop after another to teach ourselves. We de
cided that we should be "better" rather than "big
ger," and concluded we could not be both. 

At no time should we fail to teach the church in 
order to keep it pure and true in doctrine and prac
tice. After teaching and baptism, Jesus said teach 
"them to observe all things whatsoever I have com
manded you" (Matt. 28:20a). But unless we bring 
in new members, we will die out. We can teach the 
church and at the same time be evangelistic. In fact, 
when members are evangelistic, they will experi
ence great personal, spiritual growth. 

Many churches I knew when I began preaching 
have experienced considerable growth. They have 
better buildings and full-time preachers. Many of 
these buildings are paid for, which puts them in 
position to reach out to lost people at home and 
abroad. They will do this unless they fall back into 
the trap of spending everything on themselves. 

Several things are involved in growth. Prin
ciples of growth in nature will teach us about spiri
tual growth. 

1. Growth is gradual. Sometimes people be
come discouraged because they do not become 
giants overnight. Sometimes we become discour
aged with others because we think they are not 
growing fast enough. Nature teaches us that we are 
not babies one day and wake up the next morning 
six feet tall weighing two hundred pounds. We may 

grow that big some day, but we still do it a little at a 
time. 

It takes time to grow teachers. In Hebrews 5:12 
there were members who failed to grow though 
they had time to do it. "For when for the time ye 
ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach 
you again which be the first principles of the 
oracles of God; and are become such as have need 
of milk, and not of strong meat." 

2. Growth is natural. "But grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ" (2 Pet. 3:18). If babies do not grow, we take 
it very seriously and do everything possible physi
cally to help them. It is unnatural for babies to stay 
babies. 

Some in the early church were not growing and 
the evidence of it was they were only able to take 
milk. Mothers now give their children solid food 
very early and take them off of only milk. "For ev
ery one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of 
righteousness: for he is a babe" (Heb. 5: 13). 

Careful attention should be given to babies in 
Christ to help them mature. Proper food, fellow
ship, and encouragement should be provided to 
help the process. However, we cannot grow for 
them. 

3. It must be growth- not swelling. Sometimes 
churches grow at the expense of other congrega
tions. Maybe they have trouble or some don't like 
the preacher, so they go to another congregation. 
That church got bigger, but it did not grow. 

"Now as touching things offered unto idols, we 
know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge 
puffeth up, but charity edifieth" (1 Cor. 8: 1). 
Knowledge sometimes swells the head. There is a 
great difference between an arm being hurt and 
swelling up or that arm being built up with exercise 
to have strong muscles. 
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Churches that grow work at it and do not wait 
for floating members to show up. They want to 
grow - not swell. 

4. Growth will be produced by the Word of God. 
Numbers are only one element in church growth, 
but it is the one we can see and count. It is not 
wrong to count because the Holy Spirit had Luke 
write, "Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41). 
There is even a book in the Bible called Numbers, 
so we know God is interested in numbers. Every 
number is a soul, so we too should be interested in 
numbers. 

When Paul was ready to leave the Ephesian 

elders, he told them what would build them up. 
"And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and 
to the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). Have you 
noticed those who are in Bible classes, hear ser
mons, and study for themselves are the strongest 
members? 

5. Spiritual, local, and evangelistic. When indi
vidual church members grow, the local church is 
strong. When the church is strong, it is evangelistic 
and is deeply concerned with mission work 

P. 0. Box 2608 
Lumberton, NC 28359 

Fp 

New Agents for Change 
By Wayne Coats 

T here have been change agents around ever 
since the devil dared to confront mother Eve 
in Eden. Satan needs no new tactics since the 

old ones work so well. A few new slogans will be 
utilized occasionally, but the basic tactical efforts 
continue to be used. 

In the September-October 1993 issue of Wine
skins (which incidentally was delivered on Feb. 23, 
1994) there is an article entitled "Getting Change 
into Your System." The article was written by Lynn 
Anderson and Carey Garrett. 

The "Hope Network" of Anderson and Garrett 
has made another pitch for changing the church. 
Their ideas remind us of those old articles which 
Isaac Errett wrote for the liberal Christian Standard 
paper. Historians recall how Errett, J .H. Garrison, 
et.al. set themselves forth as change agents. The 
change-writers for Wineskins could copy articles 
from the Standard and the results would be the 
same. 

In one section of their article, Anderson and 
Garrett speak of those who are "[C]reating backlash 
in far too many churches." They inform us that 
"[ o ]verzealous and under-informed change agents 
meet with backlash for several reasons." 
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This is one of the most high-handed, abhorrent, 
and despicable actions to be seen in my lifetime 
among members of the church. It might seem quite 
innocent to use the term backlash, but can Christian 
people feel comfortable in willfully creating back
lashes among God's people? 

Anderson admits that he and Jeff Nelson led a 
1992 conference called, "A Church That Con
nects," and which resulted in people hitting, "[t]heir 
home congregations broadside with the out-on-the
edge new things they heard at the conference." 
People must feel ecstatic when they can speak so as 
to have congregations hit broadside by those 
within. That same kind of humility and love was 
exhibited by the digressives of yesterday, and the 
result was six out of every seven congregations 
were lost to the liberal Christian Church denomina
tion. The resultant Disciples of Christ sect has 
"withered in the furrows." 

The Hope Network is having some success 
without doubt. It is the same kind of success which 
we saw when the young Crossroads' clones scat
tered over the land with their broadsides of destruc
tion. They were trained, tutored, and skilled as 
"agents of planned change." 



Anyone can see what the Hope Network is try
ing to accomplish. We read about implementing 
"[a] church growth strategy." We also read about 
"[s]pecific methods and strategies ... there are 
things change agents "can do as change strategies." 

W ho is the "change agent"? He is the fel
low who needs "[s]kill as an agent of 
planned change." These "[c]hange agents 

meet with backlash; ... inexperienced change agents 
often attempt changes for the wrong reasons." 

Concerning the 1993 seminar Anderson reports, 
"[ w ]e majored on theory and skills for the art of 
change agency. ... There are things change agents 
can do as change strategies." 

How does one become a change agent in the 
church of Christ? What are the qualifications? How 
much training does one need? What are the under
lying purposes of change agents? Is the change 
agent a special breed? 

We are interested in learning all about the strat
egy for "[g]etting change into your system." We are 
told that "[t]he specific methods and strategies used 
to apply these principles in one setting will seldom 
transfer to another .... But even though the task is 
challenging, there are things change agents can do 
as change strategies." 

If people are smart enough, they might be able 
to soar upward into the ethereal heights where they 
can become a part of change management. "[T]he 
most important tools for church leaders may be 
skills in the art of change management." The Bible 
is the most important tool for people who have re
spect for God and fellow Christians. When men 
have little or no respect for the Word of God, they 
can invent all kinds of tools. 

It takes "[d]iscipline and maturity to become in
formed on the skills of effective change manage
ment." Did you know that "[ c ]hange management 
skill is the key leadership quality for today's church 
leaders?" We must learn that change management is 
an art. We can learn about that art by looking at 
"[c]urrent marriage and family therapy," which 
uses the systems approach. The world is filled with 
wackos who advertise as therapists, and, I suppose, 
we must look to such to keep the commandments. 
Hogwash! 

There is one place where Anderson would move 

in with his change management skills and his 
change agents. Yes sir! The "[o]ld, slow-paced, tra
ditional organizations, like churches," are in need 
of change strategies. Would someone please en
lighten me as to why some of these Johnnies-come
lately stragetists think that it is their manifest des
tiny to become wonder-workers for God and cause 
discord and division while sticking their noses into 
the affairs of congregations wherever they can get a 
toe hold? 

'Tis a sort of crazy illustration but maybe a few 
can get the point. I have a wonderful wife with 
whom I have lived for almost 50 years. Is it alright 
if I decide to run across town and try to change, re
vamp, restructure the attire of the wives of all the 
preachers in town? If such should occur, someone 
would likely tell me to mind my own business. 

There have been a few malcontents who had the 
integrity to move on out (cut themselves oft) rather 
than hang on like a parasite. To the church in 
Galatia Paul wrote, "I would they were even cut off 
which trouble you" (Gal. 5:12). Remember the old 
"progressives"? They boasted about leading the 
church out of traditionalism and on to. progress. 
That is the purpose of change management with 
their agents of change. They pride themselves with 
such babbling as "[t]he chill winds of change are 
blowing across the culture and the church with irre
sistible velocity. Either we change or we fail." Do 
not question such a god-like utterance. Do not resist 
those "chill winds" which are blowing across the 
church. 

W e remind brethren of all the changes 
made by the modem, liberal denomina
tions and we challenge Lynn Anderson to 

tell us why those changing groups are failing so 
miserably. Facts will knock a fellow flat, and that is 
the reason our liberal brethren evade facts. 

In order to change the church there has to be 
some theology manipulation. Yes indeed! "[T]he 
major motivations for change and the specific items 
needing renovation must be approached theologi
cally ... preceded by a solid theological rationale 
and undergirded by biblical theological founda
tions." 

When a church gets the right theologian, the 
correct change agents and the managements for 
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change, then utopia will be realized beyond doubt. 
''Theology must precede strategy." Maybe 

brother Lynn would like to define theology, then get 
on his soapbox and tell us just exactly what God 
has said about change. We will be waiting. 

We must read Wineskins to find out about 
"[s]ome legitimate reasons to change things in the 
church." It must be legitimate "[t]o encourage au
thentic and free worship in the heart language of 
today's people." Such tripe is acceptable as legiti
mate to some, but the results of such schemes are 
actually illegitimate offerings to whatever god one 
chooses. 

What authority does brother Anderson pos
sess which would allow him to proclaim 
his brand of "free worship"? We chal

lenge him before the world to step forward and ex
plicate his system in a public forum. 

Our brother states "[W]e may be able to have 
both innovative, contemporary worship styles, and 
the financial support of traditional thinking mem
bers." Well I think that takes a lot of brass to say it, 
but brethren who clamor for change have a super
abundant supply of brass. 

We have been plagued enough with those "in
novative styles." Does brother Anderson know how 
the pope got accepted? Does he know how the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) began? He is 
harping the same worn-out tune. The antics of se
mantics cannot fool all the people all the time. 

We have yet to read from any church changers 
without eventually getting to the common clatter 
about resting "[i]n Christ rather than in the church." 
That kind of palaver is quacked by all the devotees 
of Karl Barth. I have read thousands of pages from 
Barth and can blubber at length about his 
Christology. I really get amused when some Junior 
Barth tries to quack like his theological papa. The 
liberals would have but little or nothing to say if 
they were not such expert copycats. 

Barth, then, and Anderson, now, make miser
able efforts to divorce Christ and the church. That is 
simple when people reject the inspired Word of 
God. It may sound smart to some when preachers 
talk about resting in Christ rather than in the 
church. Christ is the foundation of the church. The 
church is the body of Christ. Will brother Anderson 

14 ~i~~ Found~~:! 

please, please, make an effort to explain how one 
can rest on Christ and reject the church? How can 
one rest on the church and not rest upon Christ? 

While resting on Christ instead of the church, I 
would like brother Anderson to read Ephesians 3:21 
and tell us where we are to give glory to God by 
Jesus Christ. That should suffice for many moons to 
come and forever rest the matter. 

We are reminded about some who may try to 
"[r]eproduce a carbon copy of a first-century 
church blueprint." We are also reminded that some 
rest "[t]heir very salvation on the accuracy and 
completeness with which they duplicate that blue
print." I have been around a few more years than 
brother Anderson and it could be that I know as 
much as he knows about "what some think." Could 
it be that some think that the blueprint to be fol
lowed is the Word of God? My brother speaks of 
the "[f]irst-century church blueprint." He then 
speaks of those who think salvation rests upon be
ing accurate about that church blueprint. Does 
brother Lynn have no regard for the truth of God's 
Word, which is the first-century church blueprint? 

A s usual we read about some who think the 
"blueprint has already been restored," so 
they see no reason for change. In fact, they 

fear that change puts their salvation at risk. The 
sweet, kind, loving Wineskins writers could hardly 
print a sheet if they did not write so much about 
"some people." 

Would brother Anderson care to face a few 
questions relative to the restored church? 

1. Has anything been restored? If so, what and 
how did it come to be restored? 

2. Is it the case that not one thing about the 
frrst-century church has been restored? 

3. Is there anything about the first-century 
church that needs to be restored? If so, please state 
how this can be done. 

4. How can we decide, if ever, just what must 
be restored? 

Does brother Anderson know everything there 
is to know? He denies that the church has been re
stored. He thinks it is tragic that some people as
sume such a thing. If there is one little tiny bit of 
information out there that Lynn does not know, it 
just might be that somewhere the church exists as 



the restored church. How does he claim to know so 
much? 

A Second Matter for Our Brother to Ponder 

Has brother Anderson been in all the universe at 
the same time? Has he explored every nook and 
cranny at the same identical moment? Not having 
occupied all points in the universe simultaneously, 
then, pray tell, how one can belittle the idea of the 
church having been restored? 

Still Another Point 

Does the Preston Road church pay brother 
Anderson? Why do they pay him? Is it because of 
Buddha, Confucius, or Mohammed? Has "giving" 
been restored at Preston Road? May the elders 
empty Lyons' tub of butter when they please? Does 
brother Lynn teach that church members must con
tribute money so he can have money? Has here
stored that part of the pattern? 

Brother Anderson quoted the president of ACU 
and stated, "Dr. Royce Money says a church is 
more like a family, than anything else." When Doc
tor Royce gave his speech at the 1993 ACU lecture
ship he said: 

Often I have read this passage [Matt. 16:13-
18], and every time I find myself wondering 
what Jesus had in mind when he said 'church.' 
When Jesus promised to build his church on 
the confession of his Lordship, I wonder what 
he envisioned for his people when he referred 
to 'my church.' 

When a person does not know what Jesus meant 
when he used the word church, how in the name of 
reason can one talk about what the church is like? 

Like all the liberals among us, brother Anderson 
is enamored with the community church. Ah, but 
does he have a good word for those folks! He says, 
"We can (in fact we ought to) learn a great deal 
from effective community churches." 

But copycatting (pattemism) is dangerous. 
Ahem! 

It is a fact that some of the malcontent, dis
gruntled, left-wing wackos have had the decency, 
integrity, and self-respect to get on out and join the 
heretics in the community church or start their own 
sect. I think we should award all such liberal 
preachers a nice plaque for demonstrating a bit of 

honesty and character. 
Finally, brother Lynn thinks people should read 

three books to get the "[f]oundational theological 
assumptions behind these methods. You might read 
The Second Incarnation by Shelly and Harris, The 
Church in Transition by Jim Woodroof, and The 
Cruciform Church by Leonard Allen." 

'Tis a waste of time and space but I hereby chal
lenge Lynn Anderson to arise and defend in public 
forum the foolishness advocated by the authors in 
the books he recommends. 

"New agents for change! New terrain! New be
ginning! New identity! New roles! No longer slaves 
or wanderers, but landholders!" 

How does all this come about? Well, it occurs 
when some "lawgiver" arrives on the scene with 
brass in the form of a serpent. 

184 Hillview 
Mt Juliet, TN 37122 
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Houston College of the Bible 
Lectures 

"The Church Enters the Twenty-first Century" 
-June 19·22, 1994· 

David P. Brown, Director 
Sunday, June 1!) 

9:30 a.m .......•....•••.•••••.. The Responsibility of Gospel Papers in Teaching and Defending the Truth ......................... Ira Y. Rice Jr. 
10:30 a.m ....................... Why Mechanical, Instrumental Music in Worship to God Is Sin .......................................... Joe Gilmore 
2:00 p.m ....................... The Lord's Church Confronts an Immoral Society ............................................................... Richard Melson 
3:00 p.m ....................... The Qualifications and Work of Deacons .............................................................................. Bob Sweeten 
7:00 p.m ....................... "Come Ye Out from Among Them and Be Ye Separate" (2 Cor. 6: 17) ................................. AI Brown 

· 8:00 p.m ....................... The Church of Christ in the Eternal Purpose of God ............................................................ Perry B. Cotham 
MOtUllly, June 20 

9:00 a.m ....................... May One Church Withdraw Fellowship from a Sister Congregation? .................................... David Brown 
10:00 a.m ....................... False Doctrine in Our Bible Class Literature ......................................................................... Eddie Whitten 
11:00 a.m ....................... Godly Elders: the Serious, Sobering, Sacrificial Work of Being Watchmen ........................... Noah Hackworth 
1:30 p.m ....................... What Does the Bible Teach Concerning Brethren Sinning Against One Another? ................ David Baker 
2:30 p.m ....................... The Importance of Discipline in Keeping the Church Pure in Life and Doctrine ................ Joe Cox 
2:30 p.m ....................... The Mother's Responsibility in Teaching and Disciplining Her Children (Ladles) ............. Annette Cates 
3:30 p.m ....................... Is All of the Christian Life Worship? ...................................................................................... 'Ibm Wacaster 
6:30 p.m ....................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ....................... The New Hermeneutic: a Doctrine to Make the Divine Pattern of Non-Effect ...................... Lester Kamp 
8:00 p.m ....................... The Emergence of a New Denomination from Within the Lord's Church ........................... Lindell Mitchell 

'ltlesdlly, June 21 
9:00 a.m ....................... The Scriptural Relationship of Law and Love ........................................................................ Shan Jackson 

10:00 a.m ....................... Who Is in Fellowship with God? ............................................................................................. Robert Jackson 
11:00 a.m ....................... The Bible in the 1\venty-first Century .................................................................................... Robert 'taylor 
1:30 p.m ....................... The Remnant Must Be Mditant ............................................................................................. Marvin L. Weir 
2:30 p.m ..................•.... God's Role for Man Can Only Be Realized in the Man Who Wants to Obey God .................. Kerry Clark 
2:30 p.m ....................... God's Woman Prepares for the 1\venty-first Century (Ladles)............................................ Irene 'nlylor 
3:30 p.m ....................... Does the Bible Teach us Anything About the Work of the Gospel Preacher? ........................ Curtis Cates 
5:00p.m. •••••••••••••••••• Houston College of tbe Bible Honors Ira Y. Rice Jr. at tbe HCB Ba1111uet 
6:30 p.m ....................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ....................... What the Bible Teaches About the "Assemblies of Exhortation" (Heb. 10:25) ..................... Bob Berard 
8:00 p.m ....................... The Biblical Definition and Design of Miracles: Do They Occur Today? ............................... Tom L. Bright 

Wetlnesdlly, June 22 
9:00 a.m ....................... The Sin of "Denominational Christianity" ............................................................................ Lynn Blair 

10:00 a.m ....................... What Is the "Social Gospel," and Has It Influenced the Lord's Church? .............................. Jim Moore 
11:00 a.m ....................... The Evd Influence of "Calvinism" on the Work of the Holy Spirit ........................................ Bobby Liddell 
1:30 p.m ....................... Preparing for a Smaller Brotherhood .................................................................................... Fred Davis 
2:30 p.m ....................... The Attack on Absolute, Objective Truth ............................................................................... Terry Hightower 
3:30 p.m ....................... Is a Changed Church Demanded for the 1\venty-first Century? ............................................ Michael Hatcher 
6:30 p.m ....................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ....................... The Influence of Brotherhood Universities on the Church .................................................. Wayne Coats 
8:00 p.m ....................... 1\vo Erroneous Extremes: "'Liberalism'" and "~tism" ...................................................... Dub McClish 

.7Wo special classes for ladles on(y taught by Annette Cates and Irene Taylor on Monday and 'lUes day. 

-Lunch provided for everyone by the Spring congregation each day at noon.-
Hardbacll book of lectures available. · Video and audio tapes by Tom Gardner. · Displays upon approval 
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R. Y. hookups and housing available-for information (713) 443-3864 

-Spring Church of Christ-
1337 Spring-Cypress Road· P.O. Box 39 ·Spring, Texas 77383 

AI Brown, Evangelist • Peary Brackett, Ken Cohn, and Buddy Roth, Elders 



Christian Jubilee, Inc. 
By J. E. Choate 

W hat is the "Christian Jubilee, Inc.?" A cor
poration is an artificial entity created by 
law to accomplish some particular pur

pose such as finding a cure for cancer or manufac
turing a "yo-yo." It has neither a face nor a body of 
flesh and bones. It is answerable neither to God nor 
to man but only to the state which creates it within 
the confines of statutory law. 

Even though it is composed of persons, a corpo
ration has its own legal status. A corporation can 
take, hold, and convey property; enter into con
tracts; sue and be sued; and can exercise any power 
or privilege conveyed to it by the law that created it. 

The Christian Jubilee, Inc., is such a corporate 
structure with a defined religious objective written 
into its charter: 

The purpose for which this corporation is or
ganized is to present for the public good, an 
organization devoted to the training, encour
agement and inspiration of congregations and 
individuals toward greater service to God and 
all humanity and any other good and lawful 
service consistent with these goals. 

(These goals could be endorsed by the Catholic 
Church, all Protestant churches, Islam, and Bud
dhism.) This "faceless" body without flesh and 
bones arrogates to itself the authority of Christ and 
churches of Christ to proclaim the gospel within the 
framework of its corporate structure. 

The business of Christian Jubilee, Inc. is admin
istered by a president, vice president, secretary and 
treasurer, and a director. All salaries and expenses 
are paid by the corporation. The director has the 
responsibility to raise money from individuals, 
churches, and other sources. Only the state of Ten
nessee can demand a strict accounting for the be
havior of the officers of the corporate body. 

Some important questions are raised in respect 
to Jubilee '94 with new information in hand. Based 
upon past performances by our "corporate" breth
ren, it is highly improbable that a detailed, certified 
audit of accounts will be forthcoming beyond the 

pious explanation that all things are in order. 
The Track Records of Jubilees Past 

Moses descended from the mount and heard 
disturbing sounds like the din of battle coming from 
the camps of Israel. He was dismayed to discover 
the Israelites worshiping the "golden calf." 

The Jubilees of '89 and '90 passed with no no
toriety. This would dramatic~ly change in the 
course of Jubilees '91, '92, and '93. There were in
deed the sounds of battle coming from the camps. 
Brethren in Nashville churches who have been 
peaceable and cooperative for 140 years were not 
prepared for the lurid headlines which glared from 
the Nashville newspapers. Herein are samplings: 

Jubilee '91. The Nashville Jubilee '91 had 
hardly gotten under way before the Tennessean 
headlined statements made by Gayle Napier, the 
family counselor of the Harpeth Hills Church of 
Christ. Napier alleged that the male-dominated 
"conservative" churches of Christ resulted in the 
most base forms of sexual perversions, pornogra
phy, and incestuous relations of fathers with their 
children. The Tennessean headlined the story: "Con
servative Churches May Foster Incest." 

Jubilee '92. No doubt, the Jubilee sponsors 
hoped for generally favorable receptions to counter 
the media notoriety of the previous year. But 
this was not to be! Bold headlines startled the 
general public as the Jubilee speakers assaulted 
"conservative" churches: "Churches Divide Over 
Worship," and "Road May Fork for Churches of 
Christ." Letters published both pro and con in the 
Tennessean were captioned: "Heretics Hurting 
Churches of Christ" with the comment that "Shelly 
cowardly refuses to discuss these issues in any pub
lic forum in which his damnable heresies would be 
challenged in the light of Bible." Another letter was 
captioned - "Minister Not Telling the Truth." 

Jubilee '93. Grand plans were laid for Jubilee 
'93.1t was hoped that the bad publicity of the previ
ous year would be forgotten. Some leading brethren 
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in Nashville came up with the idea that if 10 strong 
churches would assume the responsibilities for con
ducting Jubilee that it would be a great boon for the 
advancement of the churches of Christ. During the 
weeks of June prior to the opening of Jubilee, 
weekend advertisements were run in the pages of 
the Banner and Tennessean with prominent names 
of area churche~ and names from across the country 
under the caption urging- "Attend Jubilee." 

The Saturday just prior to Jubilee, the advertise
ments listed 19 churches and 100 individuals as 
supporting Jubilee. Some churches and individuals 
were not aware that they were a part of the calcu
lated promotion scheme. It appeared as if there 
were a ground swell of support for Jubilee, Inc. 

Just before the opening of Jubilee '93, the Ten
nessean carried the headline over an article by Ray 
Waddle- "Not Everybody Is Jumping for Jubi
lee." This was true since 116 churches of Christ are 
located in the Nashville area. Whatever high hopes 
some brethren may have entertained for great future 
Jubilee programs were short lived. The ranks of Ju
bilee supporters were thrown into disarray. 

Rubel Shelly announced that Woodmont Hills 
church would host Jubilee '94. Dr. Shelly caught his 
supporters by surprise when he announced that Max 
Lucado would be a keynote speaker. This writer was 
talking with two brethren at the time. They listened 
with incredulous disbelief at this presumptuous an
nouncement of Dr. Shelly's. Both brethren had 
played major roles in establishing a Nashville base 
for Shelly's operation. Both stated there is not a 
church of Christ in the Nashville area that would in
vite brother Shelly into its pulpit for fear of rogue 
behavior. This is difficult to believe in view of the 
present unsettled conditions among the churches. 

Jubilee '94. Speculation is underfoot regarding 
the upcoming Jubilee. A recent Woodmont Hills 
bulletin announced the keynote speakers - Max 
Lucado, Harold Shank, Rick Atchley, and Marvin 
Phillips. A Seminar on Church Worship will be con
ducted by two chief "change agents," Jeff Nelson 
and Lynn Anderson. Classes will be taught by Walt 
Leaver, Steve Flatt, Paul Rogers, and Harold 
Hazelip. Ten thousand are expected. In previous Ju
bilees, the same people were counted over and over 
to reach inflated attendance figures. It is urged that 
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the Jubilee statistician be more realistic. 
The operating officers of Christian Jubilee Inc., 

editors of Wineskins, and other "change agents" 
would be well advised not to call into question the 
credentials and personal worthiness of their critics. 
This is a two-way street. We have some questions 
for Christian Jubilee, Inc. 

First, the Christian Jubilee, Inc., leaders also 
serve as editors of Wineskins. They can help us with 
a question. Why is the life span of Wineskins being 
extended beyond its promised life expectancy of 
two years? It is running months behind schedule. 
Recent published statements picture the glowing 
success of the magazine. No doubt, the publication 
was to serve as a source of information for the 
"change agents" who keep the conservative 
churches under a continuous barrage of assaults. 

Second, when pressed to explain the reason for 
the refusal to publish a solicited article from 
LaGard Smith for Wineskins, the answer according 
to Smith was that he had not followed the literary 
guidelines. This rationale belongs to the "theater of 
the absurd" when Dr. Smith's scholarly credentials 
are compared to those of his critics. (It is the view 
of this writer that Wineskins is "flawed" for the lack 
of qualified writers, and that the magazine is flawed 
as an anti-church of Christ misadventure.) 

Third, the Jubilee spokesmen were asked to ex
plain the presence of Max Lucado as a principal 
speaker. It was rationalized that a balanced program 
is planned to include speakers from the conserva
tive and liberal ranks. The complaint is registered 
that the conservative brethren had declined the invi
tations. One brother pulled out when a meeting was 
canceled due to his participation in Jubilee. 

Fourth, the Jubilee officers would render a ser
vice to the churches supporting Jubilee by defend
ing the presence of Rubel Shelly as the principal 
speaker for a post-Easter worship service on April 
10 in the Woodmont Christian Church with the 
Woodmont Hills Church of Christ, the Woodmont 
Baptist Church, Calvary United Methodist Church, 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Saint Paul Southern 
Methodist Church, and Trinity Presbyterian Church 
participating. Instrumental music consisted of a 
brass ensemble, piano, organ, and choir presenta
tions. The service was conducted as a high worship 



service common to Protestant churches. 
The sanctuary was crowded with visitors from a 

nearby Christian school, a venerable publishing 
company, and nearby churches of Christ. Dr. Shelly 
was warmly applauded during his sermon. All of 
this took place just across Hillsboro Road which 
joins the campus of the old Nashville Bible School 
located on David Lipscomb's farm. The old saying 
applies that David Lipscomb "turned in his grave 
the evening of April 1Oth in Mount Olivet Cemetery. 

gious corporation not answerable to any eldership 
of churches of Christ anywhere. No mention is 
made of the "old paths" and walking therein. 

Postscript 

Brother Shelly had earlier said that the post-Eas
ter service would be criticized. Not so, brother Shel
ly. What took place tells its own story! The readers 
of this article would be amazed to hear the rationale 
used by elders and leading educators to explain their 
support of brother Shelly's misadventure. 

It has not been generally known that Jubilee has 
operated under a corporate charter since its begin
ning in 1989. The fact is now made public. Chris
tian Jubilee, Inc. operates under a state charter and 
not under the rotating elderships of the Madison, 
Woodmont Hills, and Antioch churches whose only 
mandates should come from the Word of God. 

Summary Appraisal 
What is Christian Jubilee, Inc.? Read the char

ter! No claim is made of any connection with the 
chur~h of the New Testament. No chartered state
ment declares its loyalty to Scripture as the inspired 
Word of God. The Christian Jubilee, Inc. is a reli-

Conservative church of Christ members, espe
cially elders, should read the names of the persons 
appearing on Jubilee and of the churches endorsing 
Jubilee. Elders of conservative churches should 
study the consequences of inviting such "change 
agents" into your pulpit and teaching programs. 
Make them pay a price for their actions as they hide 
behind their overweening piety. These liberal breth
ren mean business! 3714/h Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 37215 
Fp 

Midwestern school of Preaching Lectures 
June 24-26, 1994 

-Theme: Jesus Christ-
Friday, June 24 

1 0:00 a.m ................................................ Christ In Prophecy ................................................................... Paul Fisher 
11:00 a.m ................................................ Virgin Birth of Christ ................................................................. Robert Moss 
1 :00 p.m ................................................ Christ In the Old Testament ..................................................... Allen Weakland 
2:00 p.m ................................................ The Blood of Christ .................................................................. Dave Rogers 
3:00 p.m ................................................ Christ and the Holy Spirit ........................................................ Wayne Price 
7:00 p.m ................................................ Christ, Our Grace ..................................................................... Max Patterson 
8:00 p.m ................................................ Christ, As He Confronts Error ................................................. Paul Evans 

Saturday, June 25 
9:00 a.m ................................................ The Humanity of Christ ............................................................ Kevin Cox 

10:00 a.m ................................................ The Resurrection of Christ ...................................................... Tom Moore 
11:00 a.m ................................................ The Role of Jesus Christ ......................................................... Dan Goddard 
1 :00 p.m ................................................ Christ and Human Relations ................................................... Dave Dugan 
2:00 p.m ................................................ The Deity of Christ ................................................................... Dudley Morton 
3:00 p.m ................................................ Christ, The Hope of the World ................................................. Chris Harper 
7:00 p.m ................................................ What It Means to Be "In Christ" .............................................. B. Villaverde 
8:00 p.m ................................................ The Example of Christ ............................................................. Marvin Rickett 

Sunday, June 26 
9:30 a.m ................................................ Christ, The Master Teacher ..................................................... Carl Garner 

10:30 a.m ................................................ The Sonshlp of Jesus Christ ................................................... Kevin Rhodes 
1:00 p.m ................................................ The Miracles of Christ ............................................................. Dave Collier 
2:00 p.m ................................................ Christ, Our Mediator ................................................................ Trevor Park.er 
6:00 p.m ................................................ The Love of Christ ................................................................... Bubba Phillips 

-oran Rhodes, Dlrector-
(816) 478-8021 

-sugar creek church of Christ-
108oo Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 • (816) 461-8721 
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The Attack on the Bible 
By J.D. Sweeten 

Someone once said that the Bible is the anvil 
that has worn out many a hammer. It is also 
true that Satan keeps a steady supply of ham

mers available for every dunderheaded "free 
thinker" who comes along to pick up and com
mence swinging. In fact, today we seem to have a 
glut on the market ... of both! 

The French philosopher, Voltaire, was not the 
first to predict the Good Book's demise, but he was 
one of the more flamboyant. He once stated 
proudly that there would not be a copy of the Bible 
on earth in a hundred years. From recent happen
ings in theological circles, you would think they 
took him seriously. It is disturbing that so many de
nominational preachers no longer believe in the 
verbal, plenary inspiration of the Bible. It shows a 
pattern of fading faith when denominations that 

PARABLES 
OF OUR LORD 

Faulkner 
University 
Lectures 

OCfOBER 2-5, 1994 

Great Preaching • Wonderful Singing • Ladies Classes 
Luncheons • Special Activities 

Wriu thr Bibk Drpartmmt for dttails: 
5345 Atlanta Highway. Montgomery, AL 36109 
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have had long traditions of reverence for the Bible's 
source and authority (like Baptists, Lutherans, etc.) 
began to accept Higher Criticism's view of an er
rant Word of God (?). 

The tragedy of late, however (that is almost and 
altogether beyond imagining), is the loss of respect 
and reverence toward the Bible by our own breth
ren! When statements are made concerning the 
Bible that classify God's pattern as "love letters 
from God" and fanciful recitations from spurious, 
apocryphal books (like the Gospel of Thomas) are 
presented as factual in order to stay abreast of the 
current theology, then "brethren, we are drifting!" 

How is it possible tha.t a people of the Book 
could be caught up in this sort of arrogant, theologi
cal mumbo-jumbo? The Bible offers several expla
nations; all of the explanations cover the spectrum, 
from the most eloquent evangelist to the most 
primitive pew-plug. 

Paul warned the Romans, "Note those who 
cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doc
trine which you learned, and avoid them. For those 
who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly" (Rom. 16: 17 -18a). One need 
not make any unfounded accusation about a per
sonal or financial aspiration but still might wonder: 
what is to be gained by being the co-author of a 
book that includes some of the most noted "names" 
in the denominational world today? There must be 
some motivating factor (like money or prestige) 
that induces a person to join forces with sworn en
emies of the gospel. That is, of course, if one can 
assume that the author (or others inclined to com
promise) has the spiritual maturity to recognize an 
enemy of the faith in the first place! 

This brings us to the second. possible explana-. 
tion for this lemming-style departure from the 
Bible. Some do not know enough Bible to recog
nize the difference between the Word of God and 
philosophy/theology/psycholbgy et. al. Can you 
miss something you do not know you have? The 



writer of Hebrews mourned the infantile condition 
of some brethren, and in warning them to "have 
their senses exercised to discern both good and 
evil" (Heb. 5:14), claimed they needed to have 
some one "to teach you again the first principles of 
the oracles of God" (Heb. 5:12) because of their ig
norance of God's Word. In point of fact, he could 
not even teach them as they needed to be taught be
cause of their immaturity! What of those today 
who: (1) make reference to these lost books of the 
Bible as though they were canon, (2) would prefer 
not to think of the Bible as a "pattern," and (3) in
sist on their unholy bond with unbelievers (2 Cor. 
6:14t), calling them "Father'' (Matt. 23:9)? Does 
this not betray either ignorance or rebellion? And so 
it is that "if the blind leads the blind, both will fall 
into a ditch" (Matt. 15:14). 

good," religious stupors and choose to "heap up for 
themselves teachers, having itching ears" and to 
"tum their ears away from the truth" and are 
"turned aside to fables" (2 Tim. 4:3-4; cf. Rom. 
1 :32). Those "in the pews" must demand the Word 
of God in its simplicity and purity. Christians, en 
masse, ought to unite and demand that truth be 
taught, even if it hurts! 

While those who propagate such nonsense are 
under condemnation, the gross error is rather in 
those who sit idly by in their self-imposed, "feel-

When Hilkiah, the High Priest, found "the Book 
of the Law in the house of the Lord" after it had 
been absent for periods of time, "and Shaphan the 
scribe read it before the king," "when the king 
heard the words of the Book of the Law," he tore 
his clothes (2 Kings 22:8t). He then set out to purge 
Israel of all the false worship and those that propa
gated it. Indeed, it is past time that we should once 
again "find" the Book of the Law, remove "the 
idolatrous priests" whose incense has wearied Jeho
vah God and grind their idols to ashes! P. 0. Box 214 

Utopia, TX 78884 
Fp 

Fifth Annual 
Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

"Let This Mind Be in You" IF-
July 10·13, 1994 · · 

SundQ, .Jul~ so ~ .~· 
10:30 a.m ................................ let This Mind Be in You .......................................................................... Terry S. Frizzell 
6:00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ Seen in His Teaching ............................................. Dean Fugett 
7:00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ in Self-denial .......................................................... Bill Graddy 

Monda,, .Jul~ ss 
9:30 a.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ Is Kind and Forgiving ............................................ Dennis Gulledge 

10:30 a.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ Has No Sympathy for Presumption ...................... Max Patterson 
1 :00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ in Sorrow ................................................................ Don Deffenbaugh 
2:00 p.m ................................ Open Forum ............................................................................................ Ted Knight 
7:00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ Toward the Scripture .............................................. Scott Tennyson 
8:00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ in Prayer ................................................................. David South 

Tues.ra,, .Jul~ s.z 
9:30 a.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ in Worship .............................................................. Oran Burt 

10:30 a.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ Toward the Church ................................................ Wayne Deffenbaugh 
1 :00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ Toward Sin ............................................................. Terry W. Frizzell 
2:00 p.m ................................ Open Forum ............................................................................................ Ted Knight 
7:00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ in Giving ................................................................. Gene Wood 
8:00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ Toward the lost ..................................................... David Deffenbaugh 

WednesdQ, .Jul~ !3 
9:30 a.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ in Benevolence ...................................................... Bill Willard 

10:30 a.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ Toward the Home .................................................. Bill Dillion 
1 :00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ Toward Worldliness ................................................ Ray Crawford 
2:00 p.m . ......... : ..................... Open Forum ............................................................................................ Ted Knight 
7:00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ in Morality .................. ............................................ Jim Gaskill 
8:00 p.m ................................ Mind/Spirit of Christ Toward Unity .......................................................... Ted Knight 

Lunch served Monday- Wednesday. • Singing at 6:30p.m. Monday - Wednesday. 

-Terry S. Frizzell, Director-
BELLEFONTE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Rt. 2 Box 292 • Harrison, Arkansas 72601 • (501)743-1212 or 743-2663 
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''Why Is the Church Suffering?'' 
By Mike Hixson 

T he prophet Hosea spoke of the spiritual woes 
of Israel when he boldly declared, "My 
people are destroyed for a lack of knowl

edge" (Hos. 4:6). It is truly heartbreaking that many 
of the problems confronting God's people today 
can be attributed to a lack of Bible knowledge. 

Years ago the Lord's church had the distinctive 
privilege of being recognized as book, chapter, and 
verse people. Unfortunately, this characteristic has 
diminished to the point of extinction. Even more 
tragic, many of our brethren ridicule those who 
strive to preach, teach, and live by book, chapter, 
and verse. The tendency is to batter those who seek 
to walk according to the "old paths" (Jer. 6: 16). 

Why is it the perilous winds of denominational-

Employment Opportunities 
The Texas Department of Criminal Justice is look
ing for applicants. The openings that are reported 
include correctional officers. as well as many civil
ian jobs within the department. Several thousand 
jobs will be opening up in and around our city of 
Beeville, Texas. We look forward to seeing our 
sleepy little city bustling with new activity, however 
it woul~ even be a greater blessing to see these 
thousands of jobs filled by strong Christians. If you 
are out of work or looking for a change in profes
sions we hope you take advantage of this opportu
nity. Please contact the Texas Employment Com
mission. (512) 358-3330 or the Texas Department 
of Corrections (409) 291-4023 (personnel office). 
If you live in the state of Texas your local office of 
the Texas Employment Office should be able to 
help you. If you need assistance with housing or 
information about schools etc. or we can help you 
in any way please call us. We are looking forward 
to hearing from you. 

Adams Street Church of Christ 
1701 North Adams (P.O. Box 1148) 

Beeville, Texas 78104 
(512) 358-4428 
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ism, worldliness, agnosticism, compromise, liberal
ism, modernism, and apathy are rending asunder 
the Lord's church? Lack of Bible knowledge! 
God's people must be people of the Book. The im
mediate need today is for every Christian to be
come grounded in the sacred text. 

Paul wrote, "Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workmen that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 
TlDl. 2:15). The crying need today is for God's 
people to live according to the words of the inspired 
psalmist, ''Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 
light unto my path" (Psa. 119:105). 

Maybe one of the reasons there is such a defi
ciency in Bible knowledge among the Lord's 
people is because many contemporary preachers 
no longer quote book, chapter, and verse! It is 
deplorable when preachers are more concerned 
about pleasing men than God. This writer is deeply 
indebted to such beloved men as Franklin Camp, 
Gus Nichols, G.K. Wallace, and Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
These men saturated their lives with the Book, 
gleaning a golden harvest of ~ible truth. Is it any 
wonder they were such powerful proclaimers of 
God's Word? 

The Lord's church desperately needs men who 
will fill the pulpits of our land as these brave sol
diers of the cross once did so powerfully! The time 
has come for modem preachers to put away their 
smooth, soothing, shallow sermons and "preach the 
word" (2 TlDl. 4: 1-2). Any man not willing to 
"preach the word" needs to get out of the pulpit im
mediately. 

The time has come for every member in the 
Lord's church to go back to studying and meditat
ing on the Word of God or be "destroyed for a lack 
of knowledge." 7801 Macon Rd. 

Cordova. TN 38018 
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What's It Like Preaching? 
By Howard R. Horton 

The title of this article is a question from a 
second-grader by the name of Zachary. He's 
a good-looking young man and full of enthu

siasm. (His words are still very much with me now, 
some 48 hours later~ Why? Because my first 
thought was: Where will he get the training? 

I believe that one of the works of the church is 
the nurturing and training of gospel preachers. I 
know that there are "Christian universities" and 
some solid preaching schools left. However, that 
does not negate what is written in 2 Timothy 2:2: 
"And the things that thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also." 

Paul was instructing the evangelist Timothy to 
make sure that the same message which Paul 
preached was passed on to "faithful men." My fear 
is this: Will we have "faithful men" in the future, 
and will they pass on "the same"? 
The Gospel Is What Makes a Gospel Preacher 

Preachers need to realize that just because we 
fill the pulpit, that does not make us gospel preach
ers! We need to realize, must realize, that we are 
with the gospel; the gospel isn't with us! Themes
sage is more important than the messenger. 

Brothers Mike Hatcher, Tom Hicks, Bruce 
Leggitt, and I heard James Woodruff at the Hillcrest 
Church of Christ in Gainesville, Texas. (Brother 
Hicks had been asked by an elder there to attend, 
and if he so desired, bring some others with him.) I 
can tell you that even though brother Woodruff con
ducted himself in a gentle manner, what he taught 
scares me! (There has been enough written in this 
good paper about his erroneous work, The Church 
in Transition, for me to need to refute it here.) 

Gospel preaching has been weakened and 
brought to an all-time low. How? By preachers and 
congregations who have settled for less than plain 
Bible preaching! Yes! I do realize that there are still 
sound brethren preaching and teaching the gospel. 
There are sound congregations who are only satis
fied with Bible preaching. However, it seems that 

more and more congregations have relegated 
preaching to entertaining crowds so that the bud
gets can be met. After all, there are four or five min
isters to pay. 

If we are going to impress the younger genera
tion with the importance and necessity of gospel 
preaching, they are going to have to see it and hear 
it from the pulpits. If the preacher of a local congre
gation insists on preaching on topics which don't 
effect the members, then some can reach the con
clusion that he and his work aren't needed. 

I am not the smartest nor best-educated 
preacher in the world. However I can tell you one 
thing: I have never read an epistle from the apostles 
and found superfluous, excessive, or unnecessary 
words! Why then should preachers waste precious 
time with the preaching and teaching of vain words 
and idle talk? It is because they: 

Number 1. Don't want to "rock the boat" -
Was Jesus this way? 

Number 2. Don't want to displease others
Was Jesus this way? 

Number 3. Don't know enough Bible to preach 
it- Was Jesus this way? 

There are not going to be very many inquiries 
into the work of a gospel preacher, if he follows any 
of these examples! Why? Because such preaching 
has no power! (Rom. 1:16), has no "salt" (Matt. 
5:13), has no force (Heb. 4:12). Such preaching is 
vain, empty, a waste of time, a waste of breath! 

The world has always been able to tell if a man 
is a gospel preacher or not. How so? By his bold
ness (Acts 18:24ff), by his lesson content (Acts 
4:13), by his willingness to suffer for what he be
lieves! (Acts 5:41-42; 1 Cor. 11:23ft). 

Will there be gospel preachers in the future -
men of the Book who will be of such character, 
such speech, and such dedication that their life and 
their work will impress the young? I pray so. 

312 Pearl St. 
Denton, TX 76201 

Fp 
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Fir&t: Taylor Lect:ure&hip 
-June 3-5, 1994-

"Preaching Christ and Him Crucified" 
Friday, June 3 

7:00 p.m ..... ................... Jesus - the Light of the World .... ........................ ..... .... Gary Colley - Austin, Texas 
8:00 p.m ............. ........... Saved by Grace Through Faith .... ................................. Joseph D. Meador -Austin, Texas 

Saturday, June 4 
10:00 a.m ........................ What the Bible Says About Homosexuality ................... Weylan Deaver - Maxwell, Texas 
11 :00 a.m ................... ..... Fellowship God's Way ................ .................................... Bob Patterson - Killeen, Texas 

Woman's Role in God's Church (Ladies) ...................... Maggie Colley -Austin, Texas 
2:00 p.m ........................ Questions and Answers ................................................. Panel 
3:00 p.m . ....................... The Church That Jesus Built.. ........................................ Milton Pogue - Uberty Hill, Texas 
4:00 p.m ........................ Worship in Spirit and Truth ............................................. Glen Williams - Kyle, Texas 
7:00 p.m ........................ Family Values God's Way .............................................. Bob Patterson - Killeen, Texas 
8:00 p.m ..... ................... Following Jesus .................... .......................................... Glen Williams - Kyle, Texas 

Sunday, June 5 
9:30 a.m ................... ..... Beware Lest Any Man Spoil You .................................... Roy Deaver -Austin, Texas 

10:30 a.m ............. ...... ..... Hold Fast the Pattern ..................................................... Roy Deaver - Austin, Texas 
Congregational meal served at noon on Sunday. 

-Hiway 95 Church of Christ • Taylor, Texas
(about 30 miles northeast of Austin) 

-Tim Ayers, Minister-
For more information 

P.O. Box 1255 • Taylor, Texas 76574 • (512) 352-6444 

LAMBERT'S 

VBS KITS 

FOR 1994 

NOW READY! 

ORDER NOW! 

~ 
I 

The Way Home 
(King James Version) 

Specia l section - T wenty pages of study guides 
including the Plan of Salvation 

The theme for '94 Is uHis Banner ·, 

Your programs wil l benefit from this 
attractive, low cost New Testament! 
It has been wide ly used for Bible 
Corresponde nce Students, 
Personal Work, Mission Points, 
Prison Ministri es and in many 
other areas of our-reach. 

Over Us Is Love." If we learn to ) ~....-=~·· ~, ,_ 
appreciate the boundless love that fl~ 
God has shown us we will have ~ \ 
no problem In returning that love ' ,J 
through obedience to His word. 
These lessons will help us to better understand the love 
God has for all and the love we need to demonstrate toward 
God and our fellow man. 

24 

Day 1: The Love That Never Fails 

Day 2: The Lord Is My Shepherd 

Day 3: The Golden Rule 

Day 4: The Good lidings Of Great Joy 

Day 5: The Good News 

Published By 

Lambert Book House 
For Your Closest Dealer, Ca/11-800-551-8511 

June 1994 
Firm Foundation 

S h a re 

The Way Home 
with someone who needs it! 

Order Today- Sample copies $2.00 

T his popula r, versatile N ew T estament is sold in 
boxes of 100 at a specia l price of $100.00 

(includes freight anywhere in U.S .) 

Johnson Publishing 
P.O . Box 100704 • N ash v ille, TN 37210 
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T he Firm Foundation has many friends and 
some enemies. We are grateful for kind 
words of support and constructive criticism. 

Here is a sample from our mailbag: "We thank God 
daily for publications such as yours. . .. I sincerely 
appreciate the good work you are doing in standing 
for the old paths and exposing error .... The en
closed check is to pay for a gift subscription. . .. 
Thank you for holding to the truth .... I am enclos
ing a check for $35.00 for two years subscription. I 
am pleased to notice the fine group of people who 
are on the advisory staff .... We appreciate the Firm 
Foundation and the timely articles therein .... Here 
is my check for two more years of subscription, 
plus a little extra .... Please cancel my subscription. 
Any refund may be sent to ACU in my name. (The 
subscription expired May 1994.) ... I am very inter
este~ jn being put on your mailing list to receive the 
Firm Foundation . ... Thank you so much for your 
firm stand on the issues that are tearing the church 
apart. Please renew our subscription for another 
year. We think it is priceless and gives us much 
pleasure. We would also like to have the paper sent 
to our daughters. ... We are looking forward to re
ceiVing the Firm Foundation once again. Every 
Christian should have this paper in his home. . .. 
Please begin our subscription for 1994-1995 .... We 
are a young couple trying to raise 3 small children 

•Hubbub, planned and spontaneous .•• raucous celebra
tion ••• Jubilation ... applause and cheering• (The Second ln
camatlon, Shelly and Harris, pp. 132·140). 

in a hostile world and are searching for a church 
home. We ... realize that finding a church home 
whose foundation is the Bible only will be difficult 
since liberal views have filtered into this area. Lin
dell Mitchell is a personal friend so we know your 
publication will be a welcome relief from liberal 
views. Please continue to fight for Christ's church 
with our prayers and blessings." Thank you each 
and all for words of praise and correction. Seven 
thousand have not bowed the knee to Baal. A frag
ment will be saved. 

How Appropriate 
0 Abilene Christian University has a full-page 

advertisement in the issue of Wineskins magazine 
which was mailed in February 1994. ACU also had 
a full-page ad in the Mar. 7, 1994, issue of Chris
tianity Today, a denominational publication. Where 
your heart is there will be your advertising also. 

"Haste then, my brother, no time for delay, but 
throw out the lifeline and save them today." 

Wuer in Their Generation 
0 Russell Dilday, president, was frred by the 

trustees of Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary in Fort Worth for "insubordination" and 
"mismanagement." Lee Weaver, trustee board vice 
chair man, said that Dilday discouraged public de
bates on current issues "including Bible inerrancy, 
or belief in literal scripture, abortion, ordination 
of women, and SBC politics" (Houston Post, Mar. 
26, 1994). 

Announcements 
0 The Jackson ·Park Church of Christ in Nash

ville, where Jim Olive is the preacher, has circu
lated a letter saying, in part: 

We believe strongly that the time has come for 
churches of Christ in the Nashville area to 
present a strong united effort in standing for 
the truth of the gospel. ... We are beginning a 
new radio program, and we hope to involve a 
... number of faithful gospel preachers .... Wil
liam Woodson, Jim Olive, Tom Holland, and 
Gary Williams will each take a one-week 
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segment, and we hope others will participate. 
Please help us advertise and promote this pro
gram -.This We Believe ... presented by 
Nashville-area churches of Christ, WNAH 
1360, 4:30 to 4:45 and heard again at 11 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

0 The Hiway 95 Church of Christ in Taylor, 
Texas, where Tun Ayers is the minister, announces 
its frrst lectureship, June 3-5, 1994, with the theme 
"Preaching Christ and Him Crucified." For further 
information call (512) 352-6444. 

Kakutani 

0 We are beginning to reap the consequences of 
the ridiculous notion that objective truth does not 
exist, but that truth is subjective and ever changing. 
Michiko Kakutani (New York Times, Jan. 28) noted 
that "subjectivity has gained a new ascendancy" 
and that post-modernists are now placing quotation 
marks around words like "reality," insisting that the 
old notion of objective knowledge has become ob
solete. Ms. Kakutani writes, "The old notions of 
'truth' and 'knowledge' are in danger of being re
placed by the new ones of 'opinion,' 'perception,' 
and 'credibility."' She then said, ''The absence of 
standard is why 'choice' has become the operativ~ 
word in the abortion debate." Ms. Kakutani is not 
the frrst to notice with regret where this lack of 
standards and objective truth is leading us: "Subjec
tive feelings are the highest good. Reasoned debate 
and useful discourse ... are impossible." ABC's Ted 
Koppel said, "Our society fmds truth too strong a 
medicine to digest undiluted. ... What Moses 
brought down from the mountain were not the Ten 
Suggestions ... they are commandments." Koppel 
noted the brilliance of the commandments - "the 
original standard for objective truth - was that 
they codified, in just a few words, acceptable be
havior." Excuse me, but did God take a public opin
ion poll before delivering the commandments (Cal 
Thomas, Los Angeles Times). 

Muley Cow 

0 Otto Whittaker says that a "fish's caudal fin 
is its tail." That's a term deriving from the Latin 
cauda, meaning "tail." The Old French word cou 
had the same meaning, and to cou the Frenchmen 
added the suffix - ard for couard, with the literal 
meaning "tailward." The English, who have never 
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been able to tell the difference between u and w 
made it into coward. The term lion caward labels 
the drawing of a lion with his tail between his legs. 
Couard also became a designation for a rabbit 
who's famous for showing his tail to hunters. 

Is it not passing strange that our erstwhile 
brothers refuse to engage in honorable controversy? 
They see themselves as too good to quarrel, but not 
too good to tum tail and run. They are couards. 
Rabbits ... lions with their tails between their legs. 

Men like Rubel Shelly who once stood strong 
and tall in debating with the likes of Dwain Dun
ning, Independent Christian Church preacher, but 
now slinks off with his tail between his legs, or 
bounds away across the landscape, showing us his 
little cotton-tail. Such is life! Such is war! Men like 
Royce Money who are ever so bold in marking and 
condemning, but showing their backside when con
fronted and opposed. See the fish swimming away? 
Quick to condemn, refusing to. defen~. 

Death Be Not Proud 

0 According to Newsweek (Mar. 7) Supreme 
Court Justice Harry Blackman renounced capital 
punishment. He said, "From this day forward, I no 
longer shall tinker with the machinery of death." 
Blackman declared the American system of capital 
punishment is unconstitutional because it is applied 
unfairly, arbitrarily, and with racial bias; not only 
that, the system "must wrongly kill some defen
dants," he said. 

Triumph and Tragedy 
- edited by Paul Vaughn -

• Development of the churches of Christ in much of cen
tral and eastern Kentucky. 

• Shows the development of digression and apostasy in 
an entire region. 

• We must learn from history, or that which happened in 
Kentucky, not only may, but will occur In every place 
where the Lord's church now flourishes. 

290 pages • $9.00 postage paid 

Order from 
Paul Vaughn 

297 Picnic Hill Rd. • Jackson, Kentucky 41339 
(606) 666-5628 



This is the same "justice" who voted for Roe vs 
Wade by which millions upon millions of American 
babies are killed every year. Is he tinkering with the 
machinery of death when he upholds the killing of 
infants in the womb? Are some defendants (babies) 
wrongly killed, or do they all deserve to die? 
C'mon, Justice Blackman, who are you kidding? 

Thumbs Down 

0 Brent Bozell in a Conservative Chronicle ar
ticle claims that TV programs bash religion. Bozell 
explains that Thomas Johnson and Sandra L. Craw
ford of the Media Research Center explored how 
ABC, CBS, and NBC depicted religion. "The study 
found that in over 1,000 hours of first-run prime
time entertainment programming, there were only 
116 treatments of religion .... 42 percent ofthe men
tions were negative, 30 percent were mixed or neu
tral and only 28 percent were positive. By a margin 
of 68 to 18 program characters who take their reli
gion seriously are presented negatively. Preachers 
run 59 percent negative to only 15 percent positive. 
A recent City University of New York study found 
that more than nine ·out of 10 Americans identified 
with one religion or another." Bozell concludes, "If 
Hollywood wants to live up to its claim that it re
flects American society, it should take note of this 
figure, and give believers representation on the 
screen in proportion to their numbers in the real 
world." 

The Gospel According to the Jesus Seminar 

0 Jesus Seminar professors claim that Jesus 
was a spell-binding itinerant preacher. The "histori
cal" Jesus performed no miracles, but he did have 
the healing touch, a gift for alleviating emotional 
ills through acceptance and love. He called for an 
utterly egalitarian Kingdom of God. He wanted 
people to experience God directly. The authorities 
executed him, almost casually, after he caused a 
disturbance in Jerusalem during the Passover. Jesus 
lived on in the hearts of followers, but he did not 
physically rise from the dead. Taken down from the 
cross, his body was probably buried in a shallow 
grave - and may have been eaten by dogs. 

The Jesus Seminar is made up of 77 New Testa
ment "experts" who meet twice a year to 
deconstruct the story of Jesus. Since its founding in 

1985, the group has studied the sayings of Jesus, 
using colored beads to vote on the accuracy of each 
one. According to the Seminar, the only words 
Jesus said for sure in the Lord's prayer are "Our 
Father." It is astounding that this group thinks it can 
sit down 2,000 years after the fact and make reli
able and acceptable decisions about what Jesus did 
and did not say (Newsweek, Ap. 4, 1994). 

If the Jesus Seminar is right about Jesus, then 
every principle article in the Christian faith goes out 
the window - no virgin birth, no divine nature, 
and no resurrection. If the Jesus Seminar is right, 
the New Testament is a fraud, and there is no pre
sent salvation and no future life. The truth of the 
Bible is capable of proof. Instead· of examining the 
evidence that is offered in confirmation of the gos
pel accounts of the life of Jesus and the reliability 
of the Old and New Testaments, these "scholars" 
sit around dropping colored beads into a container. 
If that is their only and best documentation (their 
own puny prejudice), then academia is in bad 
shape. Fp 

Now in its 17th year ... and quietly building the 
spiritual backbone of congregations and families 

across the country ... 

· ENGRAVING 
HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed for 
churches of Christ. 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2- adult. 
• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 

for spiritual growth and training. 
• Encourages parental involvement and family 

cooperation in spiritual education. 

• • • 
Introductory and training video available 

f or f ree 45-day examination. 
• • • 

For information, write or call 
Dearman Graphics & Publications 

309 East Lawnwood Drive 
Collierville, TN 38017 

(901) 854-6895 
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Worth Repeating 
Compiled by Paul Sain 

The Bible 
1. Is inspired (2 Tim. 3:16; 

2 Pet. 1 :20-21). 
2. Is the truth (John 17: 17). 
3. Is God's flnal revelation 

(Jude 3). 
4. Is that by which we will be judged (John 

12:48). 
5. Is indestructible (Psa. 119: 160; Matt. 24:35). 
6. Is that which saves (Rom. 1:16; James 1:21). 
7. Is that which must be received (James 1:21). 
8. Is to be studied (2 Tim. 2: 15). 
9. Is to be learned (2 Tim. 3:7; John 8:32). 

10. Is to be preached (2 Tim. 4:2-4). 
11. Is to be obeyed (Heb. 5:8-9; 2 Thess. 1:7-9). 
12. Is to be loved (2 Thess. 2: 10-12). 
13. Is to be believed (1 Tim. 4:3). 
14. Is the standard in religion (John 12:48). 
15. Is that which cleanses (John 15:3; Eph. 5:26). 
16. Is that which converts (Psa. 19:7). 
17. Is that by which we are sanctified (John 17:17). 
18. Is not to be perverted (2 Pet. 3:16). 
19. Is to be hid in our hearts (Psa. 119: 11). 
20. Is all-sufficient (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Jerry Joseph 
Tiptonville Bible Truth bulletin 

If you are right, take the humble side, ~ 
you will help the other fellow. . .. · 

If you are wrong, take the humble side · 
and you will help yourself. . . . 

True Christians are like tea. Their real strength is evident 
when they get into hot water. . . . 

The Great Physician never wrote a wrong prescription. 

Send material to be considered for "Worth Repeating" to 
Paul Sain • 544 E. Madison· Pulaski, TN 38478-3411 
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The Real Dangers 

H omosexuality is not what threatens the 
fabric of society. It has been with us for 
thousands of years. When homosexuality is 

considered normal, not wrong, an alternate life
style, society is threatened. Divorce is not the great
est threat to our country and the church. It has been 
with us almost from the beginning of time. But 
when there is no stigma, when divorce is accept
able, the first option rather than the last resort, we 
are in trouble. Fornication or promiscuity does not 
threaten us. This sin is as old as mankind. Yet when 
fornicators become our role models, our heroes, we 
need to ask ourselves what dire~tion we are going. 

Unscriptural teaching or bad attitudes will not 
destroy the church. The church has been surviving 
these problems since her inception. But when those 
who are loose with the Scriptures become our ide
als, and those who have bad attitudes are our de
fenders of the faith, then we had better take inven
tory of the future of the church. In short, sin is not 
going to destroy us. Sin has been with us since 
Adam and Eve. But when we no longer think of sin 
as sin, God's patience may run out. A h k 

ut or un nown 
via Ninth Avenue church bulletin, Haleyville, AL 

From over 40 years ago ... 

Do You Like to Give? 
Here are some items everyone can (and should) 

pass out each day: 
To a friend - your heart. 
To a personal enemy - forgiveness. 
To your child - a good example. 
To your father - deference. 
To your mother - conduct that thrills her. 
To yourself - respect. 
To all men - charity. 

Just A Moment, Jan. 26, 1952 
Fp 



Cotham -s Comments 
---By Perry B. Cotham---

The story of Jesus Christ is 
2000 years old; most of the 
people of earth pay him re

spect and recognize his greatness. 
The deity of Christ is the great rev
elation of the Christian system. 

A few say, "He is a myth; he 
never existed," but they are a minority with little or 
no credibi lity. Others say, "He was a mere man, but 
a great teacher and thinker." Many say, "He is the 
Son of God and, therefore, is himself God." 

Four inspired biographies were written of Jesus, 
primarily that we might "believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God" (John 20:30-31). 

There are a number of proofs which should lead 
any honest person to believe in Jesus as the Son of 
God and the Savior of men. The Bible affirms the 
deity of Jesus: "In the beginning was the Word ... 
the Word was with God ... the Word was God .. . the 
Word was in the beginning with God ... the Word 
was made flesh and dwelt among us" (John 1:1-3, 
14). He was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem 
(Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-35; Gal. 4:4), 
but this was not the beginning of his existence. 
Christ is eternal, "from everlasting" (Micah 5:2). 

In the one eternal Godhead (Acts 17:29) there 
are three distinct persons: God the Father (2 Pet. 
1: 17), God the Son (Heb. 1 :8), and God the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 5:3-4). All three are mentioned in Mat
thew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14, and John 15:26. 

There are three monotheistic religions in the 
world. Christianity is the only religion that declares 
Christ to be the Son of God. 

Christ claimed to be God. He said: "Before 
Abraham was, I am" (John 8:58). "I came forth 
from God .. . he sent me" (John 8:42; 6:38; 17:5). 

John the baptist heard God's voice confirming 
Jesus as his Son (Matt. 3:13-17). 

Jesus' miracles prove his deity (John 5:36). 
Many of them are recorded in Scripture, which 
show his power over nature, disease, and death. The 

truthfulness of recorded miracles is sealed in the 
blood of the martyrs. 

Old Testament prophecies prove Christ to be 
what he claimed to be. There are more than 300 dis
tinct prophecies which were fulfilled in the birth, 
life, teaching, death, burial, and resurrection of 
Christ. After the church was established, then the 
apostles stressed that Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled 
prophecies and is, therefore, man's only Savior. 

His unique character and teachings prove him to 
be divine. Christ was sinless (2 Pet. 2:~2). He once 
asked, "Which one of you convinceth me of sin?" 
(John 8:46). Again, one said: "Never man spake like 
this man" (John 7:46). Who can improve upon the 
lessons Jesus gave? We say that for every effect 
there must be an adequate cause. 

The resurrection of Christ is of his God-nature 
(Rom. 1:4). What happened to the body of Christ 
after it was placed in Joseph's new tomb? Here 
Christianity and infidelity fight the battle of the 
ages. Only two things could have happened to the 
body: (1) It was put somewhere else, by either his 
disciples or his enemies, or (2) it was raised from 
the dead by the power of God. 

The disciples did not steal the body; they could 
not. The enemies did not steal the body; they would 
not. The disciples were witnesses of the resurrected 
Lord. They were not deceived, neither were they 
deceivers (Acts 1 :3; 1 Cor. 15:3-8). There is no one 
fact in the history of mankind which is proved by 
better and fuller evidence than that Christ arose 
from the dead on the first day of the week. 

Christianity is the only religion that bases its 
claim to acceptance upon the resurrection of its 
founder. Peter declared: "Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God" (Matt. 16: 16). There are 5.5 
billion people who need to know the wonderful 
story of God's redeeming love through Christ, our 
Savior (John 3: 16). 1814 Santa Cruz 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
1). 
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Directory 
••••• 

Traveling? 
Visit these congregations. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Finn Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr .• P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-
6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. ..... 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Greater 
Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) 
456-4921. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington. 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, 
(501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Modesto - 416 W. Whitmore at Carol Ln., 
95351. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m .• Wed. 7 p.m. 
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor of West Coast Flim 
Foundation Lectureship. 

Pasade~ 1727 Kinn;i;; Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

San Bemardlno - • Up~wn Church of Christ, 
3630 N. "E" SL Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Call883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, minister, 
883-5232. 

San Lorenzo- 977 Grant Ave. at Washington. 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m .• 6 p.m .• Wed. 7:30 
p.m., (415) 2764693, Joe Gilmore, minister. 
Sponsor or West Coast Finn Foundlltion Lec
tureship. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Noah 
Hackworth. minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor or 
West Coast Firm Fountllltion Lectureship. ..... 
Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

Vacaville, 401 ru s~~ 95688. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-SOSS. minister, 
Larry J. WesL Come worship with us. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ. 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Davidson, 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ. 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406} 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home or the Northwest Finn Foundlltlon Lec
tureship. 

-North Carolina-
minister. Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill SL 
Gainesville - 39th. Ave Church of Christ. 1811 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-

7556, Jack Tittle, minister. N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exiL Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ. 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ. 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 
274-6801. Home or Westem Ohio Valley Firm 
Foundallon Lectureship. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
to 30 6 ured. 7·30 p m. Robert Fairborn, near Dayton• ~d Wright-Patterson AFB., : a.m.. p.m. ", . . 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. minister. (513) 878-1162. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church -Oklahoma-
of Christ. 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Brad Poe, minister. Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
(407) 657-0657. Lo der 

10 a.m .• 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Amott w • 
Plant City- Springhcad Church of Christ, 1402 
Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m.. 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754-
1776 or 754-1485. Between Fanns and Groves. 

Sarasota -Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail. next 
to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 Main SL Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton. evangelisL 

-Georgia-

minister. 787-5814. 

-Pennsylvania
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover SL, 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bob Eddy, minister. (215) 
3264028. Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Firm Foundlltlon Lectureship. 

-South Carolina-
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main SL, 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 

AUanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 
Memorial Drive., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 
1-285). 

Byron- 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m .• 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 
(912) 956-3719, 956-3980 • 

-Indiana-

Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 
p.m .• Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Minnesota-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9:00, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m .• Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home or the Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Memphis- Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 4400 
Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., · 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, 
minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Robertson County 
Church or Christ 

C central 
BURCH OF CHRIST Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ. 2344 

1320 South Church St., Visalia. 93277. Sun. 9:30, Nanticoke SL, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184,722-1871. 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN .• between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 2S miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m .• 6 p.m .• Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelisL Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado- -Missouri- -Texas-
Abilene- Eastside Church of Christ, 80S N. Judge 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, comer of Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh SL, Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is our 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott. minister. 824-7040. 334-3866, 334-3757. pattern. 
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Baytown - Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Highway 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith." CLASSIFIED 
Denton- Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
SL, 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 1S93S 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelisL 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is accepted in 
keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to F'mn Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. 
Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to 
the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla Wanted: Strong, experienced gospel preacher. Send 
SL, 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., resum6 to Church of Christ, 112 N. Payne, Pacific, 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie MO 63069, or call (314) 257-2947 or 257-3223. 
Whitten, preachers. Wanted: A full-time preacher to serve a small 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith- congregation in Newman. CA. Three-bedroom house 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, and small salary. Contact Hardy Reeves Sr., 1SS3 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360 (209) 862-2554. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off S9 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum easL Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Undell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 2888, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San AntonJo - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. • •••• 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ on 
Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Darrell Conley, preacher. 
(210) 494-2499. 

Waco- Columbus Avenue Church of Christ, 1525 

Florida congregation needs a full-time minister. We 
are seeking a conservative, family man to help us 
grow. Please send r6sum6 and references to West 
Nassau Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1508, Callahan, 
FL 32011, (904) 879-4003. 

Evangelist· needed. One who follows the old paths 
and speaks where the Bible speaks and is silent where 
the Bible is silenL The church of Christ in Tilton, NH 
seeks a man who is not afraid to stand on the truth of 
the Word. This man would also need to become a 
positive spiritual influence on the surrounding 
community. An attached 2-bedroom apartment, 
utilities paid, and $650.00 a month support available. 
Additional support is being sought. We are a 
congregation of approximately 50 members who 
would like to work with you, if you feel you meet the 
above qualifications. Please contact David Coombs 
(60S) 528-3457 or Richard Heller (603) 934-4281, or 
write Lakes Region Church of Christ, 312 West Main 
Street, Tilton NH 03276. 

Small congregation, 50 members, seeks full-time 
Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:3 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 h H .1.• d al • d 
p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth group. 752_ preac er. ouse, uti 1ties an s ary proVIded. Sen 
9636. resum6 and salary requirements to Church of Christ, 

P.O. Box 482, Pilot Point, TX 76258. 

-Virginia-

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin SL, Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister, 
(703) 268-1862. 

Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church SL, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-
7777. 

Max Meadows- FL Chiswell Church of Christ
Route 3, Box 220. 24360. ~ mile S. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelisL (703) 637-
4244: (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
sheddaD - Northside Church of Christ. 58 
West 5th St., Sheridan. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m .• Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307)672-
7903, 672-3097 

Minister wanted. Small country congregation is 
seeking a sound conservative minister that has a 
good message presentation for a part-time position. 
Must have partial support or on social security. We 
can provide housing and partial salary. Contact 
William L. Hettick, (601) 289-7536, or Nile Church 
of Christ, RL 7- Box 182AB, Carthage, MS 39051. 

Preachers Available 
Sound gospel preacher available. 1980 graduate, 
Memphis School of Preaching. Experienced in all 
aspects of evangelism. Energetic personal worker; 
teacher with a keen interest in youth involvemenL 
Need to relocate by Aug. 1, 1994. Dean Gittings, 113 
N. Gatlin St., Okolona. MS 38860. (601) 447-3455. 

For Sale 
Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 

important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of 
New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton. 
CA 92324. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Rightly Dividing 
the Word, VoL 2-$16.50 ppd; (vol. 1 out of prinL 
Whatever Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994)
$17.50 ppd. Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 
696-5532. (For reprint of 1990 RDTW: General 
Hermeneutics, contact National Christian Press.) 

Home SchooUng: The Right Choke, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: '"The Home 
Train" newsletter. 

High resolution laser printing is the solution for 
affordable, quality preparation of church bulletins and 
religious journals. Make your HP laser printer fast and 
postscript compatible with up to 1200DPI resolution. 
Or replace an old printer with an 800 DPI postscript 
laser printer - for less than the cost of an inferior 
600DPI printer. To receive brochures and a demo 
disk, write: Louis Rushmore, 4325 SE Dr., 
Steubenville, OH 43952; or call (614) 266-2669 and 
leave a voice message, including your phone number. 

Learn New Testament Greek by correspondence. 
Low cost. Write: Dr. John Hobbs, 714 Southridge 
Ct., Grand Prairie, TX 75052 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale -an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The ''Basic Bible'' Evangelistic System. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
in your congregation. Elders or church leaders 
write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 
Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Today, more than ever, the Lord"s church needs well
trained Bible school teachers. Your congregation may 
now sponsor a teacher-training seminar entitled 
"'Good Teachers Made Better." This seminar will 
make your teachers better instructors and will 
increase their ability to teach God's Word more 
effectively. Contact: Andy Ammons, Memphis, 
Tenn., (901) 324-4983 (evenings and weekends). 
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DEAVER - PADFIELD DEBATE 
on Church Benevolence 

Propositions: 
''The Scriptures teach that a local church may grant 
benevolent aid to alien sinners." 

Affirmed by Mac Deaver of Wellington, Texas 

''The Scriptures teach that the exclusive New Testa
ment pattern for the benevolent work of the local 
church from its treasury is the relief of needy 
saints." Affirmed by David A. Padfield of Zion, lllnois ..... 

-June 20, 21ln Schaumburg, Dlinols· 
-June 23, 24 in Zion, Illinois-

-Contact-
Glenn A. Jobe 

601 E. Schaumburg Road • Schaumburg, IL 60194 
or call (708) 980-0028. 

BIBLE TEACHERS: 
GARY FALLIS, JOHNNY RAMSEY, 

DON SIMPSON, DAVE MILLER 

DIRECTOR: DAVE MILLER 

(Write or call for full Information) 

P.O. BOX 210667 
BEDFORD, TEXAS 76095 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

PHONE: (817) 282·6526 
(817) 282-3911 

Address correction requested 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL 
OF PREACHING 

• Two-Year Program 
• Flfty-four Courses 
• 2, 760 Clock Hours 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 
• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications Now Being Accepted 
• Call or Write for Application 

CONDUCTED BY 
KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, TN 38118 

Phone (901) 362-5139 

Midwestern 
school of Preaching 

o 2-ycar course of study 

® 
o Study entire Bible text 
o Practical and foundational fields 

fully covered 
o Wives program 
0 Annual evangelistic campaigns 
0 Yearly student lectureship in June 
0 Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 259-3875 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Dallas, TX 
PennitNo.1863 



FIR 
FOUNDATION. 

"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 
1884. . LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." 2 Timothy 2:19 1994 

Vol.109 Houston, Texas • July 1994 No.7 

The Word of His Grace 
By Adron Doran 

W
hen the apostle Paul was making the trip 
from Assos to Jerusalem he stopped at 
Miletus and called the elders of the church 

in Ephesus to meet with him. Paul admonished the 
elders to "take heed unto yourselves and to all the 
flock" so as to guard themselves and the church 
against the probability that "grievous wolves shall 

· enter in among you not sparing the flock." The 
apostle then added a prophetic note that after his 
departing "of yourselves shall men arise speaking 
perverse things to draw away disciples after them." 
The apostle Paul knew full well that the church was 
in danger of being invaded by destructive forces 
from without and by perversion from within. He 
concluded his valedictory address by saying: 

And now brethren, I commend you to God 
and to the word of His grace, which is able to 
build you up and give you an inheritance 
among all them that are sanctified (Acts 
20:28-35). 

The apostle knew that the only power the elders 
could muster against apostasy and perversion was 
that of God and the "word of His grace." The 

. apostle John wrote to the church in Ephesus, "Thou 
hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are 
not, and hast found them to be liars" (Rev. 2:2). The 
Ephesian brethren measured the claim of false 
teachers (liars) against the "word of His grace." 

There is no question but that we are saved by 
the grace of God (Eph. 2:8). However, we must ap
propriate the grace of God unto ourselves through 
faith which comes by hearing the Word of God and 
by obeying his commands which set us free from 
sin (Rom. 10:17; 6:17-18). The apostle Paul ties 
faith and grace together: 

Therefore, being justified by faith we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ; by whom also we have access by faith 
into His grace, wherein we stand and rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God (Rom. 5: 1-2). 

What the writer to the Roman saints says is that 
the grace of God is available to all of us, but we 
must use the key of faith to open the access door. 
Having access to God's grace is one thing, but us
ing the means to obtain access into his grace is an
other. I may hold in my hand the key to the lock on 
the front door of my house, but I gain entrance by 
using the access key. So it is with faith and obedi
ence which give us access into the grace of God and 
justification through Jesus Christ. 

What Paul meant when he used the phrase, "the 
word of His grace," is the same thing which he 
meant when he charged Timothy to "preach the 
word" (2 Tim. 4:2) and what he meant when he 
wrote to the Corinthians, "Moreover, brethren, I de
clare unto you the gospel ... by which also ye are 

(continued on page 8) 
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Editorial 

The Cat Is Out 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Carroll D. Osburn, Carmichael Profes
sor of New Testament, Abilene Chris
tian University, has published a book 

rejecting the Bible as inerrant and verbally 
inspired. His book, The Peaceable Kingdom, 
outlines the extent of his departure from sound 
doctrine. 

Osburn is a premier professor at ACU, and 
his teaching is the teaching of the school. Since Osburn has come 
out of the closet, Abilene Christian University is stuck with pro
moting, encouraging, and accepting his outrageous pronounce
ments. The position of professor Osburn is the position of the 
university. If the school does not endorse the public statements 
of Carroll D. Osburn, then let the board and the administration 
make an open statement of rejection. Failing this, ACU is identi
fied with the Osburn creed. 

Lest you think that my assessment of Osburn's teaching is 
overstated, I invite you to look with me at some of the statements 
in the book. In chapter three some terms are defined after the 
Osburn style. They are most revealing. Osburn gives his under
standing of the meaning of words like liberalism and fundamen
talism and conservatism. 

Liberalism 
Liberalism, according to Osburn, is "denying the possibility 

of the supernatural." He concludes this section with these words: 
Religious liberalism was a product of modem philosophy, 
modem science, and modem enlightenment. Attempts to re
late Christian thought to the present, insistence upon open
mindedness, use of literary and historical methods in biblical 
analysis, and concern with the social implications of Chris
tianity were valuable contributions to Christian thought. How
ever, denial of the supernatural , rejection of the historical ba
sis of the Christian faith, abandonment of biblical authority, 
and reduction of Jesus to a purely human level evidenced a 
naturalistic extremism in which Christian faith nearly lost its 
identity (p. 57) . 

Liberalism, according to Osburn, is (1) produced by modem 
enlightenment, science, and philosophy; (2) denies the super
natural; (3) abandons Bible authority; and (4) places emphasis 
on social implications. Osburn claims that liberalism is the death 



of Christian faith. It is plain that Osburn opposes what he calls 
liberalism. 

Fundamentalism 
Fundamentalism, according to Osburn, (1) places an empha

sis on biblical infallibility; (2) accepts the "plenary verbal inspi
ration" of the Bible; (3) parallels truth with the King James Ver
sion of the Bible; (4) angrily denies evolution and is suspicious 
of science as being subversive to the faith; (5) opposes literary
historical criticism; (6) features the deity of Christ and stresses 
the supernatural; (7) subscribes to a pattern of sound teaching; 
(8) denounces culture; (9) is anti-philosophical, anti-theological, 
and anti-education; (10) places heavy emphasis upon evangelism 
and revivalism; (11) has a separationist attitude; (12) follows 
Baconian induction (pp. 57-58). 

Osburn names Hodge, Warfield, Machen, and McGarvey as 
typical of the fundamentalist mentality. Hodge, he says, applied 
the inductive method to Bible study and regarded revelation as 
objective. Faith to Hodge, according to Osburn, is intellectual as
sent to the truth of a revealed proposition. Hodge is reported to 
teach that Bible truth "is not confined to moral and religious 
truths, but extends to the statements of facts, whether scientific, 
historical, or geographical." Warfield, Osburn tells us, "viewed 
inspiration as verbal, i.e., dictational, the choice of the very words 
by the authors." Warfield maintained inerrancy. Machen is ac
cused of "accepting the miraculous and the depiction of Jesus in 
the Gospels." McGarvey held "that the autographs and the cor
rected Greek text of the New Testament are inerrant" (pp. 58-61). 

Osburn concludes this portion of the chapter with the follow-
ing statement: 

Fundamentalist methodology dominated thought in the 
Churches of Christ in much of the twentieth-century. While 
the Fundamentalist approach stresses the existence of the su
pernatural and the inspiration of the scripture, it approaches 
truth more like a giant 'grid,' all parts of which must cohere. 
So, biblical interpretation is not conducted in terms of literary 
and historical controls, but in 'proof-texting' fashion to pro
vide 'proofs' for the various parts of the 'grid.' As such, pre
suppositions control the use of biblical data. No interpretation 
can be correct which does not cohere with the 'truth grid.' 
But, citing a passage here and there from any part of the Bible, 
assuming that one has the mind of God on a matter, leaves 
much to be desired (p. 63). 

Osburn's disdain of what he calls "fundamentalism" is obvi
ous. Most of what Osburn identifies as the fundamentalist posi
tion many people would regard as basic Bible faith, though we 
wonder how the professor can possibly document his wrong
headed claim that "truth was equated with the King James Ver
sion" in the 20th-century churches of Christ. It would also be in
teresting to see him prove that 20th-century churches of Christ 
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were anti-intellectual. We also take note of his "gi
ant grid" statement. Does truth agree with itself? 
Does the Bible explain itself? Is there some part of 
this "giant grid" that is in error? If the Bible is a gi
ant grid of truth, and if truth agrees with itself, then 
the Bible is its own best interpreter. But Osburn 
doesn't think so. 

Conservatism 
This is Osburn's cup of tea. His bizarre defini

tion of conservatism leaves no doubt about his re
jection of the Bible as an objective, dependable 
standard of absolute truth. The publication of his 
views places both Osburn and ACU in the liberal 
camp. 

Osburn says that conservatism (1) retains a be
lief in the existence of the supernatural; (2) replaces 
"verbal" inspiration with "full" inspiration; (3) uses 
the Greek text instead of the King James Version; 
(4) views the Bible in the light of historical and lit
erary contexts; (5) places emphasis on the humanity 
of Jesus as well as his divinity; (6) has a great inter
est in social problems that concern contemporary 
society; (7) rejects arrogant exclusivism, and Chris-

4 

Your programs wi ll benefit from rhis 
arrracrive, low cosr New Testament! 
l r has been widely u ed fo r Bible 
Corresponde nce S rudenrs, 
Personal Work, Miss ion Po ints, 
Prison Ministri es and in m(l ny 
orher areas of out-reach. 

Share 

The Way Home 
with someone who needs it! 

Order Today- Sample copies $2.00 

This popular, versatile New T estament is sold in 
boxes of 100 at a special price of $ 100.00 

( includes freight a nywhere in U.S.) 

Johnson Publishing 
P.O. Box 100704 • Nashville, T N 372 10 
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tian fellowship is extended to a broader arena; (8) 
avoids the propositional-truth approach of the fun
damentalist; (9) contents itself with the search for 
truth, laying no unique claim to its possession (pp. 
63-65). 

Osburn admires and approves I. Howard Mar
shall, Leon Morris, J. Ramsay Michaels, Richard 
Longenecker, and J .H. Koole. Marshall views the 
portrait of Jesus in the Gospels as having "certain 
contradictions." Morris says, "It is increasingly ac
cepted in modern writing that all four Gospels are 
basically theological documents. None is an objec
tively written piece of history." Michaels challenges 
the use of the term inerrancy and argues that "a ra
tionalistic view of inerrancy is to impose upon the 
text a human expectation. When problems arise in 
the text for which there is no apparent answer, faith 
is not shaken because there is no expectation that 
scripture must match perfectly one's own expecta
tions." Koole says, "One may value highly the New 
Testament exegesis of the Old Testament, but one 
may certainly not consider it entirely normative for 
our present day exegesis" (pp. 65-66). 

The basic difference between Osburn's defini
tions of liberalism and conservatism is that the lib
eral rejects the supernatural and the conservative 
retains a belief in the supernatural. Otherwise they 
are about the same. Still, Osburn complains that the 
fundamentalist "angrily denies evolution" and is 
suspicious of science, claiming that the Bible is er
ror free in the areas of history, geography, and sci
ence. Osburn thinks this is ignorant. So, we respect
fully ask the ACU Carmichael Professor of the 
New Testament: What scientific errors are in the 
Bible? What mistakes does the Bible make about 
science? Is Osburn saying that evolution is a scien
tific fact with which the Bible disagrees? It looks 
that way. 

Let the professor and ACU answer these ques
tions: Is the Bible account of Jonah and the great 
fi sh scientifically inaccurate? What about feeding 
5,000 men with a few fishes and loaves? Did the Is
raelites cross the Red Sea as on dry land, or is that a 
scientific blooper? How about the long day of 
Joshua? Or the virgin birth? Or the bodily resurrec
tion of Jesus? Please name the precise, scientific er
rors in the Bible. While you are at it, you might do 



the same with reference to history and geography. 
Osburn informs us that "conservatives" have re

placed the King James Version with the Greek text. 
Interesting! How do they study the Old Testament? 

Osburn says the Bible can only be properly un
derstood when the historical and literary foreground 
and background are taken into consideration. 

He is telling us that we must be expert in Greek, 
Hebrew, ancient culture and history to understand 
the Bible. He takes the Bible out of the hands of the 
ordinary person and renders him incapable of 
knowing what God has revealed in the Bible and 
makes the common person dependent on the 
scholar. If you don't like that, you are accused of 
being anti-scholar and anti-education. 

Another question for Osburn and ACU: Do we 
have a reliable, dependable English translation of 
the Old and New Testaments? When facts are stated 
and truth is revealed, how much literary, historical, 

and cultural background is required to accept the 
facts and know the truth? Example: 2 + 2 equals 4 in 
the 10 unit system of math. Can Osburn understand 
that, without a deep grasp of the proposition's liter
ary, historical, and cultural background. When Jesus 
said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved" is that proposition understandable by the av
erage English-speaking person? What literary, his
torical, and cultural thing must one know to under
stand what Jesus required for salvation? 

"And the common people heard him gladly" 
(Mark 12:37). Osburn thinks the common people 
can hear him gladly but not understand him at all. 
The Osburn position is essentially the same as the 
Catholic Church's teaching that the Bible cannot be 
understood by the ordinary person but must be left 
in the hands of experts. Osburn and his breed be
come our mediators and we are dependent on them 
for salvation, if his claim is correct. 

-14th Annual-
Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

-August4-7, 1994-

"Choose You This Day" 
Thursda~ Aucust 4 

6:45 p.m ................................. Gospel singing led by ........................................................................................... Ken Samuel 
7:30 p.m ................................. Choose You This Day Whom Ye Will Serve .......................................................... William Woodson 

Frida~ August S 
9:00 a.m ................................. Modern Choices Leading to Apostasy .................................................................. John ICachelman 

1 0:00 a.m ................................. john Smith and Barton Stone: Choosing the Word of God .................................. Everett Donaldson 
II :00 a.m ................................. Guided Restoration Tours 

Raccoon john Smith Tour, Montgomery County........................................................ Everett Donaldson 
Barton W. Stone Tour, Bourbon County .................................................................... GeorJe Roaer• 

6:45 p.m ................................. Gospel singing led by ........................................................................................... Ken Samuel 
7:30 p.m ................................. Focus on the Family: Choices Facing Our Parents ................................................ Stephen Roaers 

Saturda~ August 6 
9:00 a.m ................................. Choices in Building the Local Church ................................................................... Bennie Blankenship 

1 0:00 a.m ................................. L. L. Pinkerton and Thomas Menell: the Liberal Choice ........................................ Everett Donaldson 
Esther's Choice (Ladles Class) ................................................................................. Patty Cosby 

II :OO a.m ................................. The Hermeneutics Choice ..................................................................................... Dave Miller 
1 :30 p.m ................................. Contemporary Choices: the Role of Women in the Church ................................. William Woodson 
2:30 p.m ................................. Contemporary Choices: "Special" Music in Worship ........................................... Dave Miller 
6:45 p.m ................................. Gospel singing led by ........................................................................................... Ken Samuel 
7:30 p.m ................................. Focus on the Family: Choices Facing Our Youth ................................................... Mike Johnson 

Sunda~ Aucust 7 
9:30 a.m ................................. Choices Facing Our Christian Schools .................................................................. Hardeman Nichols 

1 0:30 a.m ................................. jesus Christ: Choosing Obedience ....................................................................... Hardeman Nichols 
3:00 p.m ................................. Cane Ridge Choices .............................................................................................. William Woodson 

Afternoon worship seruice at Cane Ridge Meeting House. 

-Ronnie M. Cosby, Director

North Lexington Church of Christ 
549 Parkside Drive • LexinRton. Kentucky 40505 • (606) 299-95 II 
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-Graduation Weekend •e4-
16th Annual Graduation Services 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
Worship- 6:00 p.m. 

Graduation Service - 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday • July 17, 1994 

Graduation Speaker 
-Curtis A. Cates

Director, Memphis School of Preaching 

Graduation Banquet 
Thursday • July 14 • 7:00 p.m. 

-Glen Williams
Speaker 

• • • • • 
Other events include our fourth quarter 

Special Studies Seminar 
Friday • July 15 

SWSBS Chapel Hall 

-Selected Topic-
"The Book of Job~~ 

Visiting Southwest Lecturer 
-Curtis A. Cates-

• • • • • 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road· Austin, Texas 78748-5399 

(512) 282-2486 or 282-2438 
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When Osburn redefines terms he is guilty of 
doublespeak. Geraldine Hairgrove sent a copy of an 
article by Wayne C. Sedlak in which doublespeak is 
defined. He wrote: 

Doublespeak is the term used to describe 'a 
pretense to communication.' For example, 
there are no potholes in the streets. There are 
'pavement deficiencies.' An automatic teller 
machine was not 'robbed.' No. All that oc
curred was an 'unauthorized withdrawal.' In 
some hospitals, patients do not 'die.' There is 
simply a 'negative patient care outcome.' 
When a National Airlines 727 airplane crashed 
in 1978 and National made an after-tax insur
ance benefit of $1.7 million, the explanation 
given in the annual report for the income was 
'involuntary conversion of a 727.' The act of 
smelling is now 'organoleptic analysis.' 

Doublespeak is the subversion of language to 
distort truth. George Orwell wrote, "Doublespeak is 
language abused for power, deceit, manipulation, 
and thought control." 

William Lutz professor at Rutgers University 
wrote: 

Doublespeak is a language that pretends to 
communicate but really doesn't. It is language 
that makes the bad seem good, the negative 
appear positive, the unpleasant appear attrac
tive or at least tolerable. Doublespeak is lan
guage that is at variance with its real purported 
meaning. It is language that conceals or pre
vents thought; rather than extending thought, 
doublespeak limits it. 

Sedlak concludes: 

Preventing thought simply means that the lan
guage is so engineered as to divert suspicion, 
circumvent real meaning, lessen impact, ap
pease objection, relieve anxiety, soothe ten
sion and even enlist support for issues which 
otherwise would be objectionable if presented 
honestly. 

The brotherhood must take note of Osburn's de
parture from the old paths and his repudiation of 
"the twentieth century churches of Christ." Abilene 
Christian University is now decorated with the Os
burn albatross. 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX. 77269-0192 



Charles Abel Maxie Boren Brad Bromllng Frank Chesser Gary Colley 

Wi llard Collins Marlin Connelly David Coy Wiley Dean Claude Gardner 

Sam Hester Paul Holland Tom Holland Bill lrby Dan Jenkins 

Jeff Jenklns Michael King Billy Lambert Bill Lockwood Mike McElroy 

John McMath Steve Mercer Dave Miller Billy Moore Kippy Myers 

Clifford Newell David Sain Levi Sides Ed Smith Ron Stough 

Harold Taylor Bill Thrasher Earl West Ed Wharton Joe Williams 

Tony Williams Clyde Woods William Woodson Duane Woolen Gary Workman 

SUNDAY 
October 2 

PAluBLES 
OF OUR LORD 

9:00 a.m . .................. The Lost Sheep and Coin ........................................................... Levi Sides 
10:00 a.m . .................. The Two Builders ..................................................................... JeH Jenkins 
7:00 p.m .................. Congregational Singing ........................................... Steve Mercer, director 
7:30 p.m .................. The Ten Virgins ........................................................................ Ed Wharton 

MONDAY 
October 3 

8:00 a.m . .................. The Mustard Seed and Leaven .................................................. David Saln 
8:40 a.m . .................. The Drag Net ........................................................................ CliHord Newell 
9:30 a.m ................... The Talents and Pounds ......................................................... Joe Williams 

10:00 a.m . .................. Nature, the Art of God ....................................................... Clydetta Fulmer 
10:10 a.m . .................. The Unjust Judge ................................................................... Kippy Myers 
11:00 a.m . .................. The Pearl of Great Price and Hidden Treasure ....................... Paul Holland 
11:30 a.m . .................. Wineskins and Patched Garments ..................................... Gary Workman 
1:00 p.m . ................. The Unjust Steward .................................................................. Sam Hester 
1:00 p.m . ................. Make and Take Workshop ....................................................... Bannie Burt 
1:40 p.m .................. The Wicked Husbandman .............................................................. Billlrby 
2:30 p.m .................. The Definition, Nature, and Purpose of Parables ............... Brad Bromling 
3:10p.m . ................. Old Testament Parables ......................................................... Clyde Woods 
6:30 p.m .................. The Unjust Judge and the Talents ................................... Wendell Mitchell 
7:00 p.m .................. Congregational Singing ................................................. Ed Smith, director 
7:30 p.m . ................. The Elder Brother .................................................................. Harold Taylor 
8:30 p.m .................. Alabama Christian Academy Chorus ................... Mark Trevathan, director 

;I TUESDAY 
October 4 

8:00a.m ................... The Good Samaritan ............................................................ Bill Lockwood 
8:40a.m . .................. Marriage Supper and Wedding Garment .................................... Earl West 
9:30 a.m ................... The Laborers In the Vineyard .................................... .............. Dan Jenkins 

10:00 a.m . .................. Nature, the Art of God ....................................................... Clydetta Fulmer 
10:10 a.m ................... The Rich Food ..................................................................... Frank Chesser 
11 :00 a.m . .................. The Pharisee and the Publican ............................................. Tony Williams 
11:30 a.m ................... The Tares and Growing Grain ............................................ Claude Gardner 
11 :3q a.m ................... Ladies Luncheon 
1:00 p.m .................. The Sheepfold ........................................................................ Bill Thrasher 
1:00 p.m .................. Make and Take Workshop ....................................................... Bannle Burt 
1:40 p.m .................. The Interpretation of Parables ................................................. Dave Miller 
2:30 p.m .................. The Midnight Friend .......................................................... Marlin Connelly 
3:10 p.m . ................. The Faithful and Wise Steward ................................................ Glen Colley 
6:30 p.m . ................. The Two Builders and the Pearl of Great Price ......................... Billy Hilyer 
7:00 p.m .................. Congregational Singing ............................................. Wiley Dean, director 
7:30 p.m . ................. Separation of the Sheep and the Goats ................................. Tom Holland 
8:30 p.m .................. Faulkner's Concert Chorus .................................... Toney Mowrer, director 

WEDNESDAY 
October 5 

8:00 a.m . .................. The Sower or Soils ............................................................... Mike McElroy 
8:40 a.m . .................. The Unmerciful Servant ........................................................... Ron Stough 
9:30 a.m . .................. The Chief Seats at the Wedding ..................................... William Woodson 

10:00 a.m ................... Nature, the Art of God ....................................................... Clydetta Fulmer 
10:10 a.m . .................. The Barren Fig Tree .................................................................... David Coy 
11 :00 a.m ............ ....... The Two Sons ....................................................................... John McMath 
11 :30 a.m ................... Kingdom/House Divided Against Itself ............................... Willard Collins 
1:00 p.m .................. Unprofitable Servants .............................................................. Billy Moore 
1:00 p.m . ................. Make and Take Workshop ....................................................... Bannie Burt 
1:40 p.m .................. The Tower and the King Going to War .................................. Billy Lambert 
2:30 p.m .................. The Great Supper .................................................................. Michael King 
3:10 p.m .................. Jesus, the Master Teacher ...................................................... Charles Abel 
6:30 p.m .................. The Unjust Judge and the Talents ................................... Wendell Mitchell 
7:00 p.m .................. Congregational Singing ........................................ Duane Wooten, director 
7:30 p.m .................. The Prodigal Son .................................................................... Maxie Boren 
8:30 p.m .................. Cornerstone .......................................................... Faulkner's Male Quartet 

Write the Bible department for details: 5345 Atlanta Highway. Montgomery. AL 36109 
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The Word of His Grace 
(continued from page 1) 

saved" (1 Cor. 15: 1). King David knew that "the law 
of the Lord is perfect converting the soul" (Psa. 
19:7). The apostle Paul found himself ready and 
anxious to preach the gospel to the Romans because 
"it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone 
that believeth" (Rom. 1: 16). The apostle wrote to 
Titus what seems to be the conclusion of the whole 
matter: 

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
has appeared unto all men, teaching us that 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts we 
should live soberly, righteously and godly in 
this present world (Titus 2: 11-12). 

Is it any wonder that Paul would commend the 
Ephesian elders to the "word of His grace"? 

When Alonzo Williams led me into the water of 
Hub Stroup's pond at Cuba, Ky., in August 1927, 
and baptized me for the remission of my sins, I be
lieved beyond the shadow of a doubt and under
stood full well that I was saved by the grace of God. 
One year later I preached my first gospel sermon at 
Webb's Chapel in Carlisle County, Ky. Four people 
confessed their faith in Christ and were baptized in 
Frank Webb's pond for the remission of sins. I un
derstood, and so did they, that they were all saved 
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MEMPHIS SCHOOL 
OF PREACHING 

• Two-Y car Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2,760 Clock Hours 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 
• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications Now Being Accepted 
• Call or Write for Application 

CONDUCTED BY 
KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, TN 38118 

Phone (901) 362-5139 
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by the grace of God but were converted to Christ by 
the "word of His grace." 

The city of Philippi in Macedonia was the stop
ping place of the apostle Paul when he made his first 
journey to Europe. He came in contact with Lydia, 
from the city ofThyatira, at a women's prayer meet
ing. Lydia and her household were saved by grace 
when they "attended unto the things which were 
spoken by Paul and ... were baptized" (Acts 16:14-
15). The Philippian jailor, likewise, was saved by 
grace when he responded to Paul who "spoke unto 
him the word of the Lord ... and was baptized, he, 
and all of his straightway" (Acts 16:25-34). 

Why then will those claiming to be gospel 
preachers advocate that we are saved by grace only 
and what a sinner does has not one whit to do with 
his salvation? Ill Woodland Ave. 

Lexington, KY 40502 

1994 
BIBLE 

LECTURESHIP 
August 3-7 

''~teatD.fng 
from tbe t·rop,tt-~' 

-Speakers-
St"~/ .. Aty~ wtnforfl' .(ll~lborn.~ 
·~cl~¢1ark, Jo'-'.:CoU.ij#D; · 1 

: : Garl~d.l:EJm •• Jlol;.~ J~,._.~on~ 
Geoge, 'l(lbg, ~Pt:»~ M~Wb~~. 
Subln•Panboon, J)'avid Ph.Uf. 

Stan Stevenson, 
Cindy. Colley, Jane. McWhorter 

Church of Christ 
at Bybee Branch 

P.O. Box 147 
1165 Old Smithville Road 

McMinnville, Tennessee 37110 
(615) 473-2486 

Audio and video tapes wfll be available. 
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The Cultural Battle 
By Bill Lockwood 

''Q ighteousness exalteth a nation, but sin 
is a reproach to any people" (Prov. 
14:34). America's moral decline, now 

even admitted by the most liberal thinkers, is creat
ing a cultural chaos in which Christians will find it 
increasingly difficult to live. Part of the problem 
stems from the fact that Christians do not realize the 
enormity of the onslaught or pay little heed to what 
our public policy-makers are actually doing to fur
ther an atheistic world-view. Our efforts to favor
ably influence the moral fabric of this nation are 
also hamstrung by a fundamental flaw in the reason
ing of not a few wherein we are instructed, "Just ex
pound the Bible, leave current issues alone." This 
assumes that I might compartmentalize all aspects 
of my life, keeping political issues separate and 
apart from religion, or remaining aloof from cultural 
currents while secluded in my ivory tower of an of
fice. But the fact is, America is disintegrating be
neath our feet due to an attack of powerful forces 
upon the foundational bastions of morality, prin
ciple, and righteousness, which are Bible-based. 

The Secular America 
According to the Free Inquiry (Spring 94): 

American democracy draws its special vitality 
from the Frrst Amendment, which incorpo
rates the principle of a separation of church 
and state. In essence, the United States is a 
secular republic; this means that the govern
ment cannot establish a religion. It cannot fa
vor religion over non-religion. 

Passing on to America's problems, the state
ment assures us that "answers are not to be found in 
pre-emptive renewals of spiritual language, nor by 
reimposing the Judeo-Christian faith on a public 
sphere." 

Of course, the error here is easily seen. The 
First Amendment, which reads: 

'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof,' does not entail a gov-

ernment's refusal to recognize God-given 
principles, but simply denies its involvement 
in curtailing religious practices as had been 
the case throughout centuries prior to 1787. As 
a matter of fact, the existence of God and of 
God-granted rights which could not be re
moved by the State is the basis of our entire 
Constitution. 'Rights' were viewed as gifts of 
God, not grants of the State. This is asserted in 
the Declaration of Independence, and Alex
ander Hamilton affirmed: 'No tribunal, no 
codes, no systems can repeal or impair this 
law of God, for by his eternal laws it is inher
ent in the nature of things.' Therefore, not 
only was religion, morality, and the Bible 
taught in public schools in early America but 
the fundamental points of 1) Recognition of a 
Creator who made all things, 2) That the Cre
ator has revealed a moral code of behavior for 
happy living which distinguishes right fi:om 
wrong, 3) That the Creator holds mankind re
sponsible for the way they treat each other, 4) 
That all mankind live beyond this life, 5) That 
in the next life individuals are judged for their 
conduct in this one, were also included (W. 
Cleon Skousen, The Making of America, p. 
677). 

George Washington emphasized in his Farewell 
Address: 

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead 
to political prosperity, religion and morality 
are indispensable supports .... And let us with 
caution indulge the supposition that morality 
can be maintained without religion. Reason 
and experience both forbid us to expect that 
national morality can prevail to the exclusion 
of religious principle .... It is substantially true 
that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of 
popular government. 

Thus, in view of Bill Clinton's campaign focus, 
"It's the economy, stupid," Washington would have 
responded in the words of Richard John Neuhaus, 
"It's the culture, stupid" - if indeed he would have 
engaged in such colloquial nonsense (Daily Okla
homan, May 1, 1994, editorial). 
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In spite of the evident errors thus propounded 
by "free thinkers" regarding our moral fabric, secu
larists have evidently been winning the battle. To
day, I am told 66 percent of Americans believe 
"there are no absolutes" (Christian News, Apr. 25, 
1994). Recent polls indicate that not only do 66 per
cent of Americans believe there is no such thing as 
absolute truth, but among young adults, the per
centage rises to 72. Never mind that this is a self
contradictory doctrine which in essence says, "It is 
true that nothing is true"; even the majority of so
called "evangelical Christians" believe there are no 
moral absolutes. The Ten Commandments now 
have become "The Ten Suggestions" as America 
has lost the criteria by which to judge moral or im
moral behavior. In 1969, 68 percent of Americans 
believed that sexual relations before marriage are 
wrong. In 1987, the number had dropped to 46 per
cent. Today, only 33 percent reject illicit sex as im
moral. Our very cultural morals are evaporating un
der the bludgeoning forces of modernism, scientific 
rationalism, humanism, agnosticism, and a "bias 
against the past." Relativism is the "religious 
thought" of the day and 

The claims of Christianity are not denied; they 
are rejected because they purport to be true. 
Those who believe 'there are no absolutes' 
will dismiss those who reject relativism as 'in
tolerant,' as trying to force their beliefs on 
other people (ibid.). 

Midwestern 
school of Preaching 

o 2-year course of study 
o Study entire Bible text 
o Practical and foundational fields 

fully covered 
o Wives program 
0 Annual evangelistic campaigns 
o Yearly student lectureship in June 
o Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 259-3875 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 
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The Media 
The media, whether television, movies, news

papers, magazines, or music, has exercised an im
portant influence for immorality in our country. Be
neath the shibboleths "diversity" and "tolerance," 
the media has become "intolerant" of Christianity. 
For example, in February, Michael Weisskopf, a 
Washington Post staff-writer, wrote a front-pager 
about the Christian support for the ban on homo
sexuals in the military. He characterized us as being 
"largely poor, uneducated, and easy to command." 
The paper ran a correction the next day, but one 
could imagine what would have occurred had he 
described homosexuals, blacks, or feminists by the 
same terms. But this type of coverage has become 
the norm. The Washington Post, The Los Angeles 
Times, the Philadelphia Inquirer, and other major 
newspapers are currently operating by the theory 
that "group membership" determines the way 
people think. Consequently major papers ensure 
they are staffed with representatives from racial mi
norities, homosexuals, feminists, and other under
recognized groups ("Diversity in the Newsroom," 
The New American, Apr. 18, 1994, p. 37). But as 
you will note, there is one "group" which has prac
tically no voice representing its view- Christians. 
Opinion-makers have totally excluded the moral 
voice and view. 

Consider another example from the media. Tom 
Hanks received the Academy Award for his part in 
Philadelphia, a recent movie that is designed with 
this message: "Beware of the evils of homophobia" 
(Newsweek, Feb. 14). Hanks plays a homosexual 
who has contracted AIDS, but the movie makers 
confess that the real message given to the audience 
is that "homophobia" is more contagious than 
AIDS. Hanks indicated in his acceptance speech of 
the award that "all those who have died of AIDS are 
presently enjoying angelic status in heaven." But 
one needs no imagination whatsoever to realize 
how a movie would have fared with the Hollywood 
pundits had it depicted homosexuality as a grievous 
sin or its star had labeled homosexuality as sin. 

Government Backed Immorality 
As crime escalates and criminals hold law-abid

ing citizens hostage in their own homes, Clinton's 
administration is rewarding with federal grants 



some of the most violently criminal street gangs. 
Just prior to his January "State of the Union" ad
dress, the president met with Chicago gangster 
Wallace "Gator'' Bradley. 

Bradley, a 42-year-old ex-convict who serves 
as 'war counselor and enforcer' for 'King' 
Larry Hoover, the leader of the murderous 
Gangster Disciples, was among the 'urban 
leaders' who met with the president by work
ing as a major organizer of the October 1993 
Gang Summit in Chicago, which drew repre
sentatives from black street gangs across the 
country (William Norman Grogg, The New 
American, Apr. 4, 1994, p. 27). 

Through these kinds of efforts, the current ad
ministration in Washington is not only meeting with 
lawbreakers and violence-purveyors but awarding 
them financial grants and positions as public social 
service workers intluding law-enforcement. On 
Dec. 14, 1993, The Washington Tzmes reported: 

As part of Operation Reconstruction, a fledg
ling campaign to curb street violence, business 
leaders (in Denver) are outfitting some of the 
city's toughest gang members with free cellu
lar phones, jobs, and cash. In exchange, the 
gang members are expected to 'patrol their 
neighborhoods.' The program's board of di
rectors include such pillars of the community 
as 'Crip' Michael Darren Ashberry, who re
cently threatened to shoot the local police and 
kill their families, 'Blood' member Eric David 
James, whose criminal record includes bur
glary and aggravated motor vehicle theft 
(ibid.). 

Federal grants of up to $927,000 have also been 
awarded to Los Angeles gangs on pretence of ''job 
training." But what else can we expect from an ad
ministration in Washington which believes that the 
only "moral" code which exists is one that is set by 
surveys? Ask the people what they believe and go 
with the majority. The president told writer Philip 
Yancey of Christianity Today that a moral issue 
should be made a legal issue only if "there is a con
sensus in the community that is sufficiently over
whelming to bring in the criminal law" (Cal Tho
mas, Daily Oklahoman, May 1, 1994). In other 
words, as one columnist put it, read the polls; gauge 
your moral stance by what the majority desires. 
Come to think of it, some pulpits play the same 
game, but it is a despicable form of situational eth-

ics, which represents a people who no longer gov
ern themselves by standards of right and wrong, but 
by vague, shifting ideas of popularity and disfavor. 

Education 
As public policies crystallize into indecent be

havior, one of the major players in opinion-mold
ing, educational institutions, continues to feed their 
student bodies a pabulum of situation ethics and 
liberal, anti-Christian bias. Phyllis Schlafly, quoting 
from Duke Review, Nov. 1993, (Schlafly Report, 
Apr. 1994) states that a study conducted by the 
Young American's Foundation, a Vrrginia-based 
non-profit organization, found that students across 
the country were lectured on campuses almost com
pletely by liberal/leftist members of the media and 
entertainment industries. The report concluded, 
"No conservative movement leader, free market 
scholar, Reagan- or Bush-appointed jurist, or reli
gious leader addressed any of the schools' com
mencements." Those familiar with university cam
puses realize the following assessment is true: 

The prevailing environment on most col
lege campuses - in faculty bias, course con-

-V. P. BCack's

LecfuTes 
on 

Stewardsliip 
Now available on video tape! 

6 lectures - 2 volumes 

$24.95 ppd. 

Order from 

V. P. Black 
P.O. Box 11256 

Chickasaw, Alabama 36671 
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tent, visiting speakers, and organizations and 
events funded by student fees -is what is 
known as Political Correctness, and deviators 
from the party line are punished academitally, 
socially, and fmancially. 

The principal tenets of political correct
ness are: (1) Everything is political. All aca
demic subjects must be seen through the prism 
of gender and race oppression, including his
tory, literature, social relationships, and even 
private conversation. (2) Victimology. Every 
group is entitled to claim minority status as 
victims except, of course, white males and 
Christians. (3) Multiculturalism, which is a 
code word for the false notion that Western 
civilization is bad and every other group, 
whether civilized' or not, is superior. (4) Radi
cal feminism. The entire world must be seen 
as one big conspiracy against women, and all 

- Au.gut-
Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Missoula Church of Christ 
1528 S. Higgins Ave. • Missoula, MT 59802 

Noah Hackworth, director 

- Se~teltl6.M -
The Firm Foundation Lectureship 

East Ridge Church of Christ 
501 McBrien Rd. • Chattanooga, TN 37412 

- IKMck 1995 -
West Coast Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Church of Christ 
977 Grant Ave. • San Lorenzo, CA 94580 

- A~dl 1995-
Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Coventry Hills Church of Christ 
1339 S. Hanover St. • Pottstown, PA 19464 

Bob Eddy, director 

- Jue 1995 -
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Northridge Church of Christ 
2211 Needmore Rd. • Dayton, OH 45414 

Fred Davis, director 
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men are guilty individually and as a group. 
Joking about this doctrine is not permitted. (5) 
Affirmative action. Reverse discrimination in 
admissions, grading, and employment for 
groups that proclaim their status as 'victims' is 
not only mandatory, it is non-debatable. (6) 
Having sex with anybody, anytime, is OK and 
may not be criticized. The social acceptance of 
homosexual behavior and activism is non-de
batable. (7) Tolerance, which is a code word 
meaning tolerance for politically correct views 
only. Christianity is, of course, politically in
correct (ibid.). 

Not only is Christianity openly under attack by 
sinister campus forces, but the great ideals upon 
which this country was founded, which in turn are 
derived from a God-centered view of the universe, 
are objects of reprisal. 

Religion 
The only sphere of influence over man's think

ing and action which remains after the media and 
education are tainted with socialistic anti-Christian 
bias is religion. However, far from being a "hold
out" to fight the cultural war, American religion has 
become itself a dominant force for humanistic lob
bying. Last October, 75 representatives of mainline 
religious denominations, with the aid of Vice Presi
dent AI Gore, established the "National Religious 
Partnership for the Environment." The partnership 
is composed of four groups: the National Council 
of Churches, the U.S. Catholic Conference, the 
Evangelical Environmental Network, and the Con
sultation on the Environment and Jewish Life. The 
director of this newfangled coalition, Paul Garman, 
states that this coalition represents 100 million 
"heartland, mainstream, religious Americans" (The 
New American, Dec. 13, 1993, p. 35). This religious 
partnership between the green lobby in Washington 
and the pulpit and pew is designed to mobilize and 
"educate" 53,000 congregations for environmental 
activism which began this past "Easter." Spurred on 
by groups of politically active scientists such as 
Carl Sagan and Stephen Gould who warn of the 
"environmental crisis," churches have begun to 
weave environmental themes into sermons, wor
ship, and classes for children. Guidelines for com
munity activism are advanced from the top where 
elitist opinion is actually transforming the thought 
processes of the common "churchgoer." 



For example, some Catholic churches are now 
conducting "environmental awareness" masses in 
which "garbage is carried into the sanctuary and 
symbolically removed." Environmentally oriented 
worship services are beginning to be conducted on 
"Earth Day Sunday" while preachers are currently 
encouraged in seminary training to structure ser
mons around environmental themes. 

The Religious Partnership is attempting to re
defme religious obligations in conformity with 
the tenets of environmental globalism. Mem
bers of mainline denominations will suddenly 
find that in order to be considered 'truly reli
gious,' they must enlist as foot soldiers for 
Gaia (ibid.). 

The above is not unlike the same pabulum 
which some students are forced to swallow in our 
own Christian schools. At one school which I at
tended, the counseling textbook was brimfull of lib
eration-theology propaganda and alarmist attitudes 
encouraging preachers to mobilize churches against 
the "nuclear arms race." The same book foisted 
sympathy toward homosexuals on the basis that 
they have been "socially stigmatized." Class mate
rial was actually designed to reshape preaching into 
a liberal activism whereby the pulpiteer could radi
cally revamp "traditional roles of women," and ser
monettes would become political voices sounding 
off in favor of ecology theology and socialistic
style one-world government. 

Apparently, the America of tomorrow will wit
ness an increase in Bible ignorance, more vitriolic 
despising of God's eternal values, greater sensitivity 
to socialistic agendas, less tolerance for an open 
free-market of ideas, and increasing immorality. 

The hour is late. Christians are commanded to 
"come ye out from among the world and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord" (2 Cor. 6:17). But the 
Lord's church is caught in the middle of a pincer 
movement with pressure from above (the govern
ment) and pressure from below (education, the me
dia, and a grass-roots revamping of religion). Sadly, 
this will squeeze an increasing number of churches 
into apostasy. The few churches which remain 
faithful may have to sail through bloody seas. 

211 N. 5th 
Marlow, OK 73055 
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Third Annual 
Truth tor the World 

Mission Forutn 

August 26-28, 1994 

Knight Arnold Church of Christ 
4400 Knight Arnold Road 

Memphis, Tennessee 38118 
(601) 895-9740 

Friday, August 26 
7:00 p.m ........ Mission Reports 
7:30 p.m ........ "The Gospel Is for All" 

Barry Grider 

Saturday, August 27 
9:00 a.m ........ "The Media's Role In Taking the Gospel to All" 

Jim Dearman 
1 0:00 a.m ........ "The Gospel Is for India" 

Frank Faircloth 
11 :00 a.m ........ "The Gospel Is for the Caribbean" 

Eugene Jenkins 

12:00 p.m ........ Lunch served by the Knight Arnold ladles. 

1 :00 p.m ........ Panel Discussion: 
Ed Crookshank, moderator 
Panel of Missionaries 

5:00 p.m ........ Mission Appreciation Dinner 
W. F. and Betty Parker - Honorees 
John Grubb, speaker 

7:00 p.m ........ Mission Reports 
7:3~ ........ "The Gospel Is for All Races" 

John Shannon 

Sunday, August 28 
9:30 a.m ........ "The Gospel Is for Those in Prison" 

W. F. Parker 
1 0:30 a.m ........ "The Gospel Is for Botswana" 

Jeff Spencer 
6:00 p.m ........ "The Gospel Is for New Zealand" 

Dennis Gresham 

July 1994 13 
Firm Foundation 



The Peaceable Kingdom 
''Churches of Christ Under Siege'' 

By J. E. Choate 

As a demanding reader of books, I read with 
acute interest The Peaceable Kingdom by 
Carroll D. Osburn, the Carmichael Distin

guished Professor of New Testament at Abilene 
Christian University. He holds doctorates from 
Vanderbilt and St. Andrews (Scotland). Dr. Osburn 
has mastered the techniques of scholarly research. 

The underlying thesis of the Osburn book is a 
thinly disguised attack on the "conservative" and 
"traditional" churches of Christ. His harshest at
tacks on sectarian Christianity are directed against 
churches of Christ whom he describes as practicing 
the most blatant form of sectarianism. 

He laments the state of the divided Protestant 
churches and adds, "Such appalling sectarianism is 
killing the body of Christ." Dr. Osburn then adds in
sult to injury by stating that churches of Christ must 
return to the ancient Restoration adages - "Back to 
the Bible" and "Speak where the Bible speaks." 

An Analysis of the Chapters 
The conclusions of Dr. Osburn in The Peace

able Kingdom, like "Banquo's ghost," will return to 
haunt him. The first chapter is titled ''The Future of 
Our Religious Past." 

Dr. Osburn nowhere in the volume suggests 
there is a "blood-bought" body of Christ which he 
identifies with churches of Christ, and he never ac
knowledges that there is a revealed pattern of the 
apostolic church in the New Testament. He tells us 
that the Restoration Movement has not had its finest 
hour. 

Dr. Osburn has the temerity to leave the impres
sion that he subscribes to the respected Restoration 
mottos: "Where the Bible speaks, we speak, where 
the Bible is silent, we are silent"; "In matters of 
faith, unity; in matters of opinion, liberty." Dr. Os
burn proposes now to correct two centuries of fail-

14 ~~ Found~~:! 

ure at the hands of honored Restoration leaders. 
What pomposity and pride! 

We know where Dr. Osburn is coming from 
when he says, "Instrumental music will remain an 
issue, but it certainly is not deserving of center 
stage and, and never was." (This is what brother 
Osburn's digressive brethren have been saying for 
the past 130 years.) 

Sometimes we have to use blunt English to get 
the attention of our liberal brethren. They are confi
dent that they are an intellectual cut above their 
conservative peers whom Dr. Osburn says stay 
busy recycling their inherited pool of traditional ig
norance. 

Yes, brother Osburn, we, too, know that the day 
is gone for faded notes, traditional questions, inher
ited answers, and limited expectations. We would 
add "baby-boomer rhetoric" and inform you that 
you think to "pull the wool" over our eyes when 
you propose a sectarian future for the churches of 
Christ. Keep in mind that your academic peers have 
been down the same road. 

The second chapter addresses the failures of the 
"Scottish Independents" to achieve a unity in their 
churches, and that their Restoration counterparts in 
America have likewise failed in similar endeavors. 
We would that brother Osburn were conversant 
with Tennessee and Texas Restoration history that 
we might pay him some mind. Dr. Osburn advises 
that if churches of Christ would overcome their sec
tarianism, they must first divest themselves of the 
arrogant assumption that they have "all the truth"; 
and, second, they must give up their antiquated no
tions of the old hermeneutic model of "proof 
texting" in order to prove a preconceived doctrine; 
and, third, the church must interact with "baby
boomer'' culture. 



Dr. Osburn should have been present on the 
evening of April 10, for the post-Easter celebration 
worship at the Woodmont Christian Church with 
brother Shelly as the featured speaker. The Wood
mont Baptist Church brass band, piano, organ, and 
special choirs provided the church music. Most as
suredly a packed house "jumped with joy for 
Jesus!" This was a full draft of the "new wines" of 
"church change" that Rubel Shelly promised in the 
maiden voyage of the Wineskins magazine. 

The Exegetical Matrix of the Quest. Dr. Os
burn goes into orbit in chapter three. Like David's 
arrow, he goes far beyond most of us in his tour de 
force display of the mechanics of scholarship in his 
mastery of biblical languages and general theology. 
Dr. Osburn's literary style lacks clarity. The use of 
his documented quotations are more often forced 
disjunctive grafts calculated to make a particular 
case where one does not exist. 

Dr. Osburn briefly explores the philosophical 
antecedents of "modern" liberalism. We meet in 
passing Hegel and Kant; and, lo and behold, Ru
dolph Bultmann comes into view. What on earth 
and under heaven, Dr. Osburn, do you find perti
nent in the "demythologizing" theology of Rudolph 
Bultmann, whom you frequently quote. 

Then the fundamentalists pass in review. These 
are the fellows who believe in the verbal inspiration 
of the Bible. These fossilized brethren assail the 
evolutionary hypotheses, and view the natural sci
ences as a denial of the Christian faith. (Brother 
Osburn, what do you believe about these matters?) 

Fifty Years of Service 
to Our Lord 

West End Church of Christ 
will be celebrating 50 years of service to our Lord. As 
such, we invite previous and prospective members to 
join us in reunion July 17, 1994, beginning at 9:00 
a.m. Lunch will be served after morning services. Im
mediately following lunch join us in more fellowship 
and congregational singing. 

-West End Church of Christ-
9350 Natural Bridge Road • Berkeley, MO 63134 

(314) 426-7352 

Stephen P. Waller, Evangelist 

Second John 9 and Christian Fellowship. Dr. 
Osburn is at his best in the biblical languages and 
textual studies. His footnotes suggest that he can 
read scholarly articles written in German and 
French. We would not think that Dr. Osburn would 
mislead us here. However, to use some baseball 
lingo, we must not let brother Osburn get the notion 
that he has put two pitches by us on the inside. 

In 2 John 9, he addresses the scope of fellow
ship among the churches. We shall dispense with 
such language technicalities as the "subjective 
genitive" and the "objective genitive" which any 
grammarian can understand. (We would butt ac
counts with Dr. Osburn for him to exegete Ephe
sians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 as not actually en
joining acappella music in church worship.) 

All world-class scholars are against him in his 
misuse of grammar here, and neither do the Greek 
grammarians support him in his exegesis of Jude 3. 

The burden of the chapter is crystal clear. It is 
about church fellowship. In the "New Age" church 
of Christ, which our liberal brethren are creating, 
we get the idea that most any professed "Christian" 
would be accepted into the fellowship. These "cul
tural" brethren are devoid of any disjunctive legal 
extremism and are described as having a loving 
spirit. The text under consideration has both a 
warning and a promise: "Whosoever ... abideth not 
in the teachings of Christ, hath not God ... he that 
abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Fa
ther and the Son." 

Dr. Osburn poses two problems for biblical ex
egesis: (1) Does John include all the traditional bib
lical doctrines about fellowship, e. g., Paul's warn
ing to the Ephesian elders, the curse of Galatians 
1:8-9 and other such verses located throughout the 
New Testament? (2) Is John addressing only the 
Docetic heresy which affirms the deity of Christ but 
denies his humanity? 

Dr. Osburn, may I answer this question by ask
ing you a question? Does it make any substantial 
difference which answer is given? And another 
question: Is not the same principle set forth from 
Christ's prayer for the unity of his disciples, and to 
John's warnings of the curses to be added to any 
who add to the words of the prophecy of his book? 
Obviously not! 
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Dr. Osburn would carry us into a deep dark 
woods with tangled undergrowth on a real theologi
cal "snipe hunt" in chapter 5 - "Contend for the 
Faith" (Jude 3), which reads in part, "Contend ear
nestly for the faith which was once for all delivered 
to the saints." (The consensus of the leading schol
arly commentaries on Jude 3 is that "the faith deliv
ered to the saints" includes the sum total of all 
Christian doctrine preached in the first century by 
the apostles.) Osburn thinks otherwise and sup
poses it refers to the deity of Jesus. 

Dr. Osburn carries us next into an esoteric 
world of the Pseudepigrapha, which is a curious 
book bearing a strange title. (At this place, he 
would leave us holding the bag!) Pseudepigrapha 
means that some writings of pre-Christians are 
falsely passed off as the writings of ancient biblical 
characters such as Enoch and Moses. The definitive 
scholarship on the Pseudepigrapha was done by 
R.H. Charles, as Osburn should know. 

If Jude used information from 1 Enoch and The 
Assumption of Moses, why did he do so? Did Jude 
appeal to the pseudepigraphic writings for the same 
reason Paul quoted words of a pagan poet on Mars 
Hill? Paul was making his point by demonstrating 
that one of their poets had stated the same principle. 

Jude directed his letter to Jews who knew the 
apocalyptic content of 1 Enoch and the floating 
Jewish folk tradition in The Assumption of Moses 
about the quarrel between Michael and the devil as 
to whose right it was to bury the body of Moses. 

BIBLE TEACHERS: 
GARY FALLIS, JOHNNY RAMSEY, 

DON SIMPSON, DAVE MILLER 

DIRECTOR: DAVE MILLER 

(Write or call for full information) 
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Jude may have used the pseudepigraphic allusions 
for illustrative purposes. 

The sixth chapter, "Identifying Marks of the 
Church," carries the endorsement of one "change 
agent" that the pattern theology of the apostolic 
church must be abandoned; and as stated by another 
esc paper, the old hermeneutic {precept, example, 
inference) no longer serves any useful purpose. 

The "marks" of the church set forth in chapter 
six of The Peaceable Kingdom are general refer
ences, that is, Christ's opposition to hypocritical, 
traditional religionists; opposition to the "legalist" 
who would make laws; Christ's condemnation of 
ceremonial things people did to attain salvation. 

Summary Appraisal 
Dr. Osburn provides his readers with this para

digm of a liberal "New Age" church of Chiist: 
(1) There is room in the Christian fellowship to 

endorse "unity in diversity." 
(2) There is room for the one-coppers and two

coppers and for the pinchers and snappers of com
munion bread. 

(3) There is room in the church for different 
views of contributing to orphan homes. 

(4) There is room for kitchen facilities in 
churches who approve of such. 

(5) There is room to dispense the weekly com
. munion based on congregational choice. 

(6) There is room for the piano if a church 
adopts the practice. 

(7) A church can fellowship the premil
lennialsts if they so choose. 

(8) A church that chooses may have women 
preachers, elders, deacons, and song leaders. 

(9) And church membership is granted regard
less of mode and design of baptism. 

With a little time, I can come up with other silly 
proposals to add to the list. 

Postscript 
Doctor Osburn, what do you believe about any 

Scriptures as binding which address the eternal 
verities of God? 

Don Morris did not endorse what you propose. 
What do you tell university administrators when 
they seek advice about Christian doctrine which 
was once and for all time delivered to the saints? 
Who convinced the ACU president that "unity in 



diversity" is the theological way to go? It seems to 
be a calculated blueprint for the utter destruction of 
the conservative churches of Christ. 

There are brethren who will meet you in open 
forums and public debate. We will oppose you as 
long as there is breath left for a spoken word, or 
energy left for a printed phrase. The total of all the 
theological juggernauts and blitzkriegs in all of aca
demia cannot muster enough power to destroy the 
church Jesus purchased with his blood and built on 
the truth that he is the Son of God. 

We shall be waiting for our "New Age" liberal 
brethren in the market place, on radio and televi
sion, and wherever they come with the "sweet voice 
of Jacob" and with the "veiled hand of Esau." That 
is if they can screw up their courage for such con
frontations. Jesus was mocked on the cross by his 
pious critics, and conservative churches of Christ 
should expect continuing ridicule. 

37141fz Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 
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In the Ring 
By L. Toreador 

(L. Toreador, as the name may indicate, is a bullfighter. He is free from prejudice and will fight the bull 
anywhere and anytime. His articles will be published by the Firm Foundation intermittently, depending on 
when brother Toreador has time to deal with a problem. This is his first article for the Firm Foundation.) 

The Douglas Foster Matter Ashamed and apologetic, Foster came partially 

T he initial issue of Wineskins magazine in clean by submitting to Wineskins magazine the fol-
cluded an article by Douglas Foster, a profes- lowing statement: 
sor of Bible at ACU. The gist of the Foster ar- Bro. William Woodson of David Lip-

ticle was to deny the essentiality of baptism in the scomb University has pointed out my misuse 
gospel plan of salvation. Foster thought the best of a quotation in the article 'The New Birth 

and Christian Unity' in the May 1992 issue of 
way to do this was to offer a citation from David Wineskins. 1 attributed a quotation to David 
Lipscomb. He wanted to project the idea that Lip- Lipscomb that was in reality Lipscomb's quot-
scomb was of the opinion that baptism is not "for ing of a long article by the Baptist Preacher 
the remission of sins." To accomplish this he had to James R. Graves. I had only the frrst part of 
invent a quotation. He quoted a statement by a the material in my file, and because of the 

question-answer format, I mistakenly assumed 
Landmark Baptist preacher named Graves and cited it was the weekly 'Query' section from the 
by David Lipscomb in a Gospel Advocate column. Gospel Advocate. It was instead a reprint of 
He blamed Lipscomb for the Baptist's statement. material from a Baptist paper, the Southern 
Lipscomb, in his article, laid bare the fallacy of the Christian Weekly. I used this material in the 
Graves declaration and powerfully demonstrated article without checking the full context. 

The material I misused is found in the 
the truth of the gospel concerning the necessity of quote at the head of the Wineskins article, and 
baptism in the new birth. in the last paragraph of page 20 that is contin-

Of course, Foster got caught. Many pointed out ued onto page 21. The full article in the Gos-
his deception and rebuked his dishonesty. Foster, pel Advocate is entitled 'Baptist Queries and 

d b"l U · · Answers,' (July 31, 1873): 702-4. 
who holds a doctorate from Van er 1 t ruversity, David Lipscomb never taught or believed 
and represents himself as an authority in Restora- the doctrine of 'once saved, always saved' as 
tion history, had surrendered his scholarship. He taught by Calvinists. David Lipscomb always 
was stripped and naked in the eyes of real scholars. believed and taught that baptism is a com-
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mand of God, rejection of which would cause 
a person to be lost. 

Including this material without a thorough 
check of sources and context was wrong from 
a journalistic, scholarly and ethical standpoint. 
I must and do take full responsibility for this 
error and ask the forgiveness of the readers of 
Wineskins for this wrong. 

Douglas Foster* 
We have waited in vain for Wineskins to publish 

the Foster apology. Foster's confession was written 
June 1, 1992- two years ago. It is obvious that the 
editors of Wineskins have elected to ignore his at
tempt at correction, which makes them equally rep
rehensible. In a private letter, Foster said: "There is 
no excuse for such a blunder .... I know that true re
pentance must bring forth proper fruits. I pray that 
my work in the future will exhibit the kind of jour
nalistic, scholarly and spiritual integrity that it 
must." 

Now, as Paul Harvey would say, for the rest of 
the story. The Foster apology at first glance seems 
sincere and adequate. But if you go back to the mis
quoted quotation you find that it was "doctored." 
Nineteen words right in the middle of the statement 
are omitted, and there is no indication the words 
were removed. A significant literary failing that re
veals fundamental dishonesty. 

Florida 
School of Preaching 
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Lakeland, Florida 33803 
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The deleted words are particularly incriminat
ing of Foster because, if included in his counterfeit 
quotation, they would make it appear that David 
Lipscomb endorsed the false teaching that once a 
person is saved he is always saved. Foster knew 
that would immediately flag his manufactured quo
tation as flawed and would give off an offensive 
smell. It would not sell. In his apology he shows his 
understanding of this point by admitting that Lip
scomb never taught the Calvinistic heresy of the 
impossibility of fatal apostasy. So, the words were 
stripped and no warning given. This leaves us with 
the unavoidable opinion that the deception was 
willful. 

The bull is dead. 
P. 0. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 

* This information made available by Michael 
Weed of Austin. 

Employment 
Opportunities 

The Texas Department of Criminal Justice Is look
ing for applicants. The openings that are reported 
include correctional officers, as well as many civil
ian jobs within the department. Several thousand 
jobs will be opening up in and around our city of 
Beeville, Texas. We look forward to seeing our 
sleepy little city bustling with new activity, however 
it would even be a greater blessing to see these 
thousands of jobs filled by strong Christians. If you 
are out of work or looking for a change in profes
sions we hope you take advantage of this opportu
nity. Please contact the Texas Employment Com
mission, (512) 358-3330 or the Texas Department 
of Corrections (409) 291-4023 (personnel office). 
If you live in the state of Texas your local office of 
the Texas Employment Office should be able to 
help you. If you need assistance with housing or 
information about schools etc. or we can help you 
in any way please call us. We are looking forward 
to hearing from you. 

Adams Street Church of Christ 
1701 North Adams (R 0. Box 1148) 

Beeville, Texas 78104 
(512) 358-4428 
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Is the Restoration Concept 
Biblical? 

By Jim E. Waldron 

S orne years ago in Pakistan, I read an article 
in the Karachi Morning News (1969) under 
the title "Hardy Seeds" which said that 

chickweed seeds, believed to be about 1,500 years 
old, had been found in an archeological dig in J a
pan. The article, quoting from a report out of Japan 
said the seeds sprouted after scientists planted them 
in a hot house. 

This illustrates that seed hundreds of years old 
can be planted today and produce after its own 
kind. Just so, those who plant the pure seed of the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ in our day can expect it to 
produce churches of Christ. "The seed is the word 
of God" (Luke 8: 11), and it was this seed that pro
duced churches of Christ throughout the world in 
the first century. The restoration plea for the procla
mation of the pure gospel to our world is as urgent 
now as it has ever been. Yet, through skepticism 
more than one preacher among digressives over the 
past 10 years has asked, "If we restore the church, 
which one shall we restore?" 

Such a question implies a grave misunderstand
ing or misapplication of the plea to restore the one 
original apostolic church of Christ which is God's 
kingdom on planet earth (see Col. 1:13). 

The plea to restore Christ's church is a plea for 
the existence of the church fashioned according to 
the doctrine of Christ found in the New Testament. 
We, as heralds of God's message today, must obey 
the Spirit's injunction to Timothy in his day: charge 
men "that they teach no other doctrine" ( 1 Tim. 
1 :3); and again, "hold the pattern of sound words" 
(2 Tim. 1:13). 

All over this world we must plant the good seed 
in the hearts of men and women, which will bring 
forth fruit after its own kind. This fruit - believers, 

born again of the water and the Spirit - will be 
formed into congregations according to the pattern 
(basic design) found in that seed. 

When the concept of the restoration of God's 
religion among men began to be proclaimed in 
the British Isles and North America about 200 
years ago, such a concept was on solid biblical 
ground. For as far back as the eighth century before 
Christ, Hezekiah, son of Ahaz, king of Judah, began 
a mighty effort to restore God's true worship 
among the Hebrews (2 Kings 18-20). Yet, after his 
death, the same thing had to be repeated just about 
60 years later by his great-grandson, Josiah (2 
Kings 22-23). 

The restoration idea is not of recent times, nor is 
it a concept that is out of date. Josiah recognized 
that each succeeding generation must call men back 
to the pure message of God, even as he and his 
great-grandfather called men of their age to return 
to the true pattern (Heb. 8:5) of God's worship and 
service found in the law and the prophets. Observe 
what is written of Josiah: 

And it came to pass, when the king had heard 
the words of the book of the law, that he rent 
his clothes. And ... commanded Hilkiah ... say
ing, Go ye, enquire of the Lord for me, and for 
the people, and for all Judah, concerning the 
words of this book that is found: for great is 
the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against 
us, because our fathers have not hearkened 
unto the words of this book, to do according 
unto all that which is written concerning us (2 
Kings 22:11-13). 

We, too, must recognize that each generation is 
-to call men to the pure message of God. Today, 
right now, there is a burning urgency for men of the 
last decade of the twentieth century to call for a 
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worldwide restoration of the preaching of the pure 
gospel of Jesus in every country, city, and village. 
Not a plea to be what the church was in the '50s, or 
the '30s, or the 19th century, but a call for it to be 
what the apostles' doctrine said it should be in the 
first century. "Must we be carried to the skies on 
flowery beds of ease, while others fought to win the 
prize and sailed through bloody seas?" No! Never! 
Let a multitude of voices say, "Never!" 

As the 21st century approaches let us as men 
who understand the times (1 Chron. 12:32), fast and 
pray, work and preach for the greatest worldwide 
restoration movement this earth has ever known. 
Now is the time to sow the good seed of the king
dom, if we really want a harvest of Christians only 
who will be faithful churches of Christ all around 
this globe. 

The pure seed, as old as the New Testament, 
will sprout and produce after its own kind as it did 

on Pentecost when about 3,000 accepted it and 
were inducted into Christ's kingdom, and they, as 
we must, "continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine" (Acts 2:42). 

Faithful churches everywhere must begin to 
have their own intensive Bible-training programs to 
train men to become elders, deacons, and evange
lists (2 Tim. 2:2) and to train women to teach other 
women (Titus 2:3-5). Too long have local churches 
depended on others to do the training. 

''The things that you have heard from me 
among many witnesses, commit these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also" (2 Tun. 
2:2). This is a part of the pattern and must not con
tinue to be neglected by the local church if we de
sire, not only to say, but to demonstrate that the 
Restoration plea is biblical. P.o. Box 171 

Kiev, Ukraine 
Fp 

Original Sin 
By T. Pierce Brown 

T he dictionary defines original sin as "the sin 
by which the human race, rebellious against 
God because of Adam's disobedience, was 

deprived of grace, and made subject to ignorance, 
evil, death, and all other miseries." The doctrine of 
"original sin" has probably given rise to more addi
tional false doctrines than any other single teaching. 
In its simplest terms it means that as a result of the 
fall of Adam every person is born depraved, and 
this perverted state is the cause of all his evil acts. 

Ambrose of Milan (c. 340-397) taught that 
through the sin of Adam all men come into the 
world tainted by sin. When he baptized Augustine 
in 385, it was easy for Augustine to use that doc
trine to excuse his life of debauchery. Although Au
gustine gave the framework of the doctrine, which 
Roman Catholics came to accept, Calvin made it 
more popular and acceptable to Protestants in his 
Institutes of the Christian Religion. 

The "tulip theory" is a summary of Calvin's 
theology. The T stands for total hereditary deprav-
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ity. The U is for universal condemnation. Since 
some will be saved, Calvin followed Augustine's 
assumption that God elected all men and angels to 
salvation or condemnation and the number is so 
certain that it can neither be increased nor dimin
ished. The L is for limited salvation. The natural 
consequence is that of irresistible grace, which 
takes care of the I. If a sovereign God saved a de
praved person, he would not be able to resist God's 
gracious effort to save him. God then makes it im
possible for that person to be lost, so the P is for the 
perseverance of the saints. 

The teaching is false at every point. In The Ban-
ner Of Truth, June 1993, Fred Blakely said: 

Man was not merely damaged by the fall of 
Eden; he was completely ruined. Adam's na
ture was defiled, and so separated from God 
- made spiritually dead - and this state has 
been transmitted by the natural birth to all his 
posterity. 

My questions to Blakely are: If a person is born 
completely ruined and spiritually dead, does God 



need to operate on him in a special way to get him 
into a position where he will receive the gospel? 
What causes a child to sin that is any different from 
that which caused Adam to sin? 

Every false doctrine has enough truth about it to 
make it appealing but usually leads to many other 
doctrinal errors. For example, it is true that man has 
no power to move himself from a sinful state to a 
saved state by his own power. "It is not in man that 
walketh to direct his own steps" (Jer. 10:23). Con
sequently, salvation is by grace. 

Calvinistic theologians pervert those truths and 
assume that since "no man can come unto Me ex
cept the Father which hath sent Me draw him," the 
Father must draw by "irresistible grace" because 
man is by nature incapable of coming to God, which 
makes God the sole actor in the salvation process. 

Jesus said, "Every one that hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto Me" (John 6:45). 
It is true that man has no power to save himself, but 
since "the gospel is the power of God unto salva
tion" (Rom. 1:16), Peter could properly say, "Save 
yourselves from this crooked generation" (Acts 
2:40). They had power to accept or reject God's of
fer of mercy and salvation. 

The theory of inborn depravity is false from 
start to finish. It is assumed that Adam's sin so cor
rupted his nature he could not choose to do right. 
Then it is assumed that the nature of his corrupted 
spirit was transmitted to his descendants. The Bible 
does not teach either of these views. 

Adam had the same freedom of choice after his 
sin to obey or disobey that he did before. God made 
him with the ability to obey or disobey. He decided 
to disobey. If one takes the position that a person 
who sins today does so because of his "fallen na
ture," he should be able to answer the question: If 
my fallen nature causes me to sin, what caused 
Adam to sin? 

The Bible presents humans as having freedom 
to choose, and being blessed or cursed as a result of 
those decisions. 

It is speculated that since man was made in the 
image of God, when he sinned, he broke that image. 
All his descendants are born after the image of an 
earthly father, who is totally depraved. It is as
sumed that when Genesis 5:3 says that Adam be-

came the father of a son "in his own likeness, and 
after his image," it means that Seth and all his de
scendants were no longer in the image of God. 

Contrary to that, 1 Corinthians 11 :7 says, "For a 
man indeed ought not to have his head veiled, for
asmuch as he is the image and glory of God." 
James 3:9 expresses the same idea when it says, 
"Men ... are made after the similarity of God." 
There is not one verse in the Bible that teaches that 
mankind ceased to be born in God's image because 
Adam sinned. God is "the Father of our spirits" 
(Heb. 12:9). Man does not inherit his spiritual 
qualities from his physical father. 

No one, from Augustine down, can answer 
these simple questions: 

• If it is possible for a sinful person to transmit 
a depraved nature to his offspring, why is it not pos
sible for a redeemed and pure person to transmit his 
holy nature to his offspring? 

• We may become "partakers of the Divine na
ture" (2 Pet. 1:4). Why is that not transmitted? 

• What is there in man's present nature that 
causes him to sin that was not in Adam's nature that 
caused him to sin? 

Some answer, "We have a greater tendency to 
sin than Adam did." We then ask, "Where do you 
get that information?" Apparently the frrst time they 
were tempted, Eve and Adam succumbed. What
ever tendency they had, it was before the fall. 
Adam's tendency before the fall appears to be as 
great as ours after the fall. 

Here are some Bible truths showing the falsity 
of the doctrine of original sin: Ezekiel 18:20 says: 
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the fa
ther bear the iniquity of the son." Children are not 
born hereditarily, totally depraved. 

Jesus said in Matthew 18:3, "Except ye become 
converted and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven." Can any sen
sible person imagine him saying, "Except ye be
come converted and become unable to do a good 
thing or think a good thought (totally depraved}, 
you cannot enter the kingdom of heaven?" 

In Mark 10: 14 he says, "Of such are the king- . 
dom of heaven." Does the kingdom of heaven con
sist of corrupt and totally depraved sinners? 
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Genesis 3:5-7 says: 
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be 
as God, knowing good and evil. And when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and 
she gave also unto her husband with her, and 
he did eat And the eyes of them both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. 

Instead of their sin causing moral blindness which 
was· transmitted to their children, as all who theo
rize about their "fallen nature" teach, they now 
could recognize good and evil. 

Adam and Eve, before the fall, knew what was 
good and evil. They had intellectual awareness that 
it is right to obey God and wrong to disobey him. If 
they had not known it was wrong, they would not 
have been condemned for eating forbidden fruit. 
Then when they sinned, they knew by experience. 

It is impossible for us to live without sin. Paul 
says, "All have sinned" (Rom. 3:23). And 1 John 
1:8 says, "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us." 

If we rephrase the question, we can better un
derstand the answer. "Is my nature such that I have 
to sin all the time?" The simple answer is that the 
statements of Paul and John, indicating the univer
sality of sin, are general truths that do not apply to 
specific situations. Suppose you were standing by 
Paul after he was told, "Arise and be baptized and 
wash away thy sins," and you asked Paul as he 
arose from the water, "Do you now say you have no 
sin?" Paul's's answer, "My sins are washed away 
and I have no sin." If a person can live without sin 
for one minute, then he does not have a sinful na
ture that makes him sin all the time. That does not 
deny the general truth that all have sinned. 

The idea that a person is created so that he has 
to sin, and then God condemns him for doing it, 
places God in a bad light. It makes God a respecter 
of persons. What sort of God would it be who 
would say, "Come unto Me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden" (Matt. 11 :28), and make man where 
he could not do it, nor even want to do it? 

No wonder those who concocted that idea had 
to come up with another false doctrine like "irre-
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sistible grace" to help solve the problem! The other 
false doctrine only made the problem worse, for 
then God would have to arbitrarily elect some to 
salvation and others to damnation by sovereign 
grace. You would have no right to question him! 

No civilized sotiety could function properly 
founded on the premise that man is born naturally 
evil and unable to make any moral choices. We ad
mit that a pregnant mother who is a drug addict 
may pass on to her child a physical body that craves 
dope. But to pass on a physical characteristic is far 
removed from having an evil spirit. 

The easiest and proper way out of all those 
problems is to recognize the Bible answer: All men 
are born with the same nature Adam had when he 
was created - with the ability to choose right or 
wrong. When man chooses wrong, he sins, but does 
not transmit that nature to his children any more 
than Adam did. Even though every mature person 
sins, it does not follow that he is required to do so 
by divine decree. It is true that "there is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
They are all gone out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one" (Rom. 3:11-12). Still, this is the choice 
of the created and not the ruling of the Creator. 

Rt. 2, Box 144X 
Wartrace, TN 37183 

(Editor~ note: Brother Brown has given us a 
good study of the false doctrine of total inherent de
pravity. This wrong teaching is basic to all religious 
groups connected with either the Protestant or An
glican Reformations. Or, to put it in other words, 
every denominational body with which Americans 
are apt to come into contact hold to the ridiculous 
idea that man is born guilty of the sin of Adam and 
helpless to do anything about it. This is one reason 
why those who stubbornly hold to the Bible as the 
only proper guide in religion cannot fellowship de
nominational bodies, including the Roman Catholic 
Church - Dobbs.) Fp 
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Ar~La-Miss Bi6Ce Lectureship 
-July 21-23, 1994-

The Bible: A Pattern for Teaching on Morals and Doctrine 
Thursday, July 21 

1 :00 p.m ...................... The Inspired Word of God ................................................................................. Curtis Cates 
2:00 p.m ...................... Are We Saved by Grace? .................................................................................. Garland Elkins 
3:00 p.m ...................... Is It Ethical to Confront and Expose Doctrinal Error? •........•........•...•..•...•....... Curtis Cates 
3:45 p.m ...................... When Is Bible Silence Permissible, and When Is It Prohibitive? .................... Garland Elkins 
7:00 p.m ...................... Congregational singing led by ........................................................................... Joe Chase 
7:30 p.m ...................... Lessons to Young People: Dating, Marriage, and Sex 

Outside of Marriage ........................................................................................... Bobby Liddell 
Friday, July 22 

9:00 a.m ...................... What Does the Bible Teach About Marriage and Remarriage? ....................... Joe Sponagle 
1 0:00 a.m ...................... Is Gambling a Sin? ............................................................................................ H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
11 :00 a.m ...................... Should Christians Obey Civil Laws? ................................................................. John Bowles 
12:00 p.m ...................... Lunch provided by the ladies of Central Church 
1:00 p.m ...................... The Pattern of the Role of Women ................................................................... Joe Nichols 
2:00 p.m ...................... The Bible, a Pattern for Doctrine ...................................................................... Garry Stanton 
3:00 p.m ...................... The Bible, a Pattern For Moral Conduct ........................................................... Don Smith 
3:45 p.m ...................... Discussion Forum .............................................................................................. Dobbs, Stanton, Chase 
7:00 p.m ...................... Congregational singing 
7:30 p.m ...................... The Lordship of Jesus ....................................................................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Saturday, July 23 
9:30 a.m ...................... The Doctrine of Hermeneutics .......................................................................... Waymon Swain 

10:30 a.m ...................... The Church That Jesus Built ............................................................................. Darwin Hunter 

-Centra£ Cliurcli of Christ-
Mer Rouge Road • P. 0. Box 34 • Bastrop, Louisiana 71221 
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In regard to the Bible, Curtis A. Cates, Ed.D., is one of 
the most knowledgeable men known to me. Further, he 
knows how to "get to the heart" of whatever issue he is pur
suing. His latest book is entitled Worship: Heaven~ Im
perative, or Man~ Innovations? 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED ... 

• That fields are white unto harvest ... 

• That dedicated preachers are needed ... 

• That you may have the talent and 
opportunity to make a real 
difference ... 

• That tuition-free college-level 
training may be available for you ... 

• That for almost a quarter century 
many have found that East Tennessee 
School of Preaching is the best choice? 

·-EAST TENNESSEE.SCHOQL 6FPlU1!ACIJJBGi ... -
6608 Beaver·RidgeRd. 
Knoxvill.,, TN' 3V.93J. 

In my judgment, it would be greatly rewarding for this 
book of fifty-two pages to be taught to every person from, 
say, ten years of age to the oldest members of the congrega
tion. Thus, I urge the elders of every congregation to con
sider using this book as a study for every class (at least on 
Wednesday nights). Do this, brethren - you will not be 
sorry you did! Thomas B. Warren 
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T he Firm Foundation continues to grow both 
readerwise and interestwise. Many write 
notes of encouragement, which we very much 

appreciate. Though the volume of mail is too great 
for us to answer each letter, we are grateful for every 
word of praise and for every word of criticism. 

We were especially glad to receive a note from 
sister G.K. Wallace. She wrote, "After reading my 
Firm Foundation several times, our elders at Cen
tral Church of Christ in Winter Haven, Florida, are 
now getting the Firm Foundation for the whole 
congregation." Thank you! 

Others say: ''Thank you for the great job you do 
of publishing the Firm Foundation . ... We com
mend you for your forthright and scriptural articles. 
. . . We submit the enclosed list of our membership 
for subscription .... The piece by Tim Nichols on the 
front page of the April issue is a good article. . .. 
Keep up the work of the Lord and he will bless you . 
... You're doing a great job. Keep it up .... My 
prayers are with you .... I enjoyed past articles, and 
notably an article on abortion .... May the Lord con
tinue to bless your good work. ... We need more 
who will stand up for the truth and oppose error .... I 
have been taking the Firm Foundation for many 
years. ... I appreciate you and God bless. ... Re
cently was introduced to the Firm Foundation and 
was impressed with it very much. Would like to 
subscribe for 1 year .... Have used your Bible Cor
respondence Course for many years. We need to re
plenish our supply. Please send 20 sets and bill us. 
... Please enter a 1 year subscription for each family 
on the enclosed list. You are ever in our prayers .... 
We deeply appreciate the good work being accom
plished by the Firm Foundation . ... Please send a 2-
year subscription." There is much more, but this 
gives an impression of what our readers think. 
Please accept our sincere acknowledgment of the 
many letters of support and approval. 
Announcements 

0 We shall be happy for readers of the Firm 
Foundation to be made aware of a congregation in 
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northern California which is staying ·with the old 
paths and seeking to worship God in spirit and in 
truth - where his Word is taught, respected and 
obeyed- Church of Christ, 401 Fir Street, Vaca
ville, Calif. 95688. 

0 The Forrest Park church in Valdosta, Ga., 
sends word that five teams participated in a medical 
mission effort in Panama and Nicaragua Mar. 4-19. 
Under the influence of strong doctrinal preaching, 
there were 89 baptisms and 22 restorations. Also 
7,819 patients were treated by doctors and nurses, 
6,600 pounds of rice an~ beans were given to the 
hungry, and 348 boxes of clothing distributed. 

0 Northeast Church of Christ, Sheridan, Wy., 
where Charles A. Pledge preaches, announces the 
first Bighorn Mountain Lectureship, July 1-3, 1994 . 
Worth Thinking About 

0 An editorial in a recent issue of The Wall 
Street Journal explains why the present White 
House routinely stumbles into trouble. "It mainly 
has to do with what now appe~ ~<? be some lem
ming-like instinct never to give straight answers to 
legitimate questions about its behavior." 

The editor has a point. We wonder if this same 
thing might be true of Abilene Christian University 
and David Lipscomb University? 

A Mixed-up World 
0 An Ontario arbitration panel ruled that Em

merson Phillips is eligible for sick pay for missing 
work one Monday. Hi~ employer, the Metropolitan 
Toronto Housing Authority, said the day shouldn't 
count as a sick day because Phillips was out with a 
hangover. But the panel ruled that it really didn't 
matter why Phillips was ill, just that he was. Said 
Phillips, "You can be sick from drinking." 

0 Andy Hansen's parents weren't too pleased 
when he brought home a C in math, so they did the 
only thing good parents can do: They sued his 
teacher. After a year and $4,000 in legal fees 
($8,000 for the Contra Costa County, Calif., school 
district), the Hansens got a verdict: The C stands. 
The father says he'll appeal. "We went in and tried 



to make a deal: They wanted a C, we wanted an A, 
so why not compromise on a B. But they dug in 
their heels, and here we are." 

G In Oakland, Calif., a group of high school 
students was asked to leave a theater showing 
Schindler~ List after they allegedly laughed during 
the Nazi atrocities. The students say the theater was 
discriminating against them because they are black. 

Fat 
0 Under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

overweight people are added to the list of specially 
protected citizens. Late last year a 300 pound 
woman won $100,000 in damages under the ADA 
from an employer who refUsed to hire her. And now 
a 350 pound woman wants $1.5 million "emotional 
suffering" compensation from a movie theater 
whose sets could not accommodate her .... The irony 
of all this is that for years, the fat lobby has fought to 
prohibit obesity from being categorized as a disabil
ity. This was so the overweight would not be dis
criminated against by life and health insurance com
panies - even though they are much higher health 
risks. Now, to fight job discrimination, they claim to 
have a disability. 

Media Bias 
0 Human Events (Feb. 4, 1994) reports that po

litical consideration has so invaded our thinking it 
has changed the way we use English. Below is a 
lexicon that shows how certain words are used by 
major American media: 

• Christian Right: Contemptible people who al
ways try to impose their values on other Americans. 

• Liberals: Idealistic people who never try to 
impose their values on other Americans. 

When Christians try to put their values into law, 
preventing government funds from going to what 
even most liberals would consider to be obscene 
art, they are attacked for trying to impose their val
ues on others. However, when liberals pass laws re
flecting their values (forcing gay and lesbian 
couples to have the same right to adopt children as 
married couples) that is not regarded as imposing 
values, but simply the right thing to do. 

• Women's rights: Supporting the right to de
stroy a human fetus for personal convenience. 

•Fetus: An unborn baby that is to be aborted. 

• Baby: An unborn baby that is not to be 
aborted. 

When a woman is pregnant and wants to give 
birth, no one asks her, no matter how early the preg
nancy, "So, how's the fetus doing?" We only use 
the termfetus when we plan to destroy it. Otherwise 
we use baby from the first day of pregnancy. 

• Censors: Christians who boycott violent TV 
shows. 

• Social activists: Hollywood actors who boy
cott Colorado. 

Does the Board Know About This? 
0 The Abilene Reporter-News (Mar. 26), under 

the heading "Well-known Speaker Visits ACU" 
printed the following article: 

Dr. Roberta Hestense, president and pro
fessor of Christian spirituality at Eastern Col
lege in St. Davids, Penn., will visit Abilene 
Christian University Monday to speak to stu
dents and present a free seminar on small 
groups in the church. 

She will address the ACU student body 
during daily assembly in Moody Coliseum at 
11 a.m. 

The community is invited to attend the 
seminar, 'Sharing the Journey,' which will be 
held from 7-9 p.m. Monday in the Biblical 
Studies Building, Room 114. Local church 
leaders should be interested in the seminar, 
which discusses 'building Christian commu
nity through small groups,' and is an 'explora
tion of the significance and dynamics of small 
groups in Christian congregations.' (Dr. 
Hestense has an American Baptist affiliation.) 

0 The commencement address at ACU award
ing graduate degrees last year was presented by Dr. 
Laurie Norton Liles, daughter of Howard Norton, 
editor of the Christian Chronicle and head of the 
Bible department at Oklahoma Christian University. 

0 On still another note, Dr. Ian Fair says that 
the Center for Church Enrichment at ACU is to 
identify and address the needs for enrichment 
among churches of Christ. The group agreed on the 
following statement: 

The mission of the Center for Church Enrich
ment is to serve church leaders needing assis
tance regarding information, resources, equip
ping and consultation for enhanced outreach 
in the church and in the world. 

Who is the church, and who is the university? 
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China 
0 A delegation of denominational teachers who 

claimed to be Christians were detained and held in
communicado for four days in February. The group, 
including three Americans, had come to China to 
visit friends, and had spent an evening of prayer 
and fellowship with a village congregation when 
detained. The churchmen's cash and valuables were 
confiscated by Public Security Bureau agents who 
say they were enforcing a new ban on foreign reli
gious activities in China. A spokesman for the reli
gious group said he fears that a new pressure cam
paign against the underground church movement in 
China has begun (The New York 7imes). 

NRB 
0 The National Religious Broadcasters snubbed 

President Clinton by not inviting him to their recent 
conflab, departing from the usual practice toward 
sitting presidents. 

'We cannot give a platform to a leader who so 
aggressively supports and puts forth policies 
and positions which are blatantly contrary to 
scriptural views,' said a board statement 
regarding Clinton's non-invitation (The Wash
ington Times). 

Creation Versus Evolution 
0 A recent "Back to Genesis" creation science 

seminar drew record numbers of participants to 
Newark, Del. Over 12,400 people, mostly young, 
came to the meeting. "We are now witnessing a na
tionwide phenomenon," said seminar coordinator 
Mark Looy from the San Diego Institute for Cre
ation Research. The seminar is fully booked on a 
nationwide road show until 1998 and is drawing 
over 5,500 people each weekend. 

Banned Book 
0 The author of The Myth of Heterosexual 

AIDS (Regnery Gateway, $14.95) tells his own tale 
of censorship. Author Michael Fumento recounts 
how his book was suppressed by booksellers, gay 
activists, and even its own publisher because of its 
politically incorrect message that AIDS discrimi
nates. In 1990 a Seattle TV station checked with 80 
bookstores in the Pacific Northwest without finding 
one that carried the book. At libraries the book was 
"permanently" checked out by gay activists. Statis-
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tics from 1993 commn much of what Fumento said 
about AIDS in 1990: that the majority of AIDS 
cases are confined to homosexual males, drug abus-
ers, and underclass blacks and Hispanics. · 

Agnosticism 
0 Since the 1960s in America, the reigning or

thodoxy has been relativism - the belief that there 
is no absolute truth. This is absolutely rampant on 
our campuses in America today. One of the leading 
proponents of relativism- or deconstructionism, 
which is what it is called on our campuses -
claims there is no objective meaning to what is 
written; what happened in the past has no signifi
cance; it only matters what we think about it today. 

Silliness 
0 George Mason University in Vrrginia has is

sued regulations that say you can be kicked out for 
discrimination if you jump when a homosexual 
touches you on the arm. Or you can be thrown out 
for discrimination for keeping a physical distance 
from known gays or lesbians. 

0 A woman in Wisconsin recently advertised in 
the newspaper for a "mature Christian handyman" 
to work on renovating her 100-year-old home. The 
officials bore down on her immediately for that 
kind of "discrimination." They took her to court 
and she was fined $8,000. 

More Silliness 
0 Under the Health Security Act, all military 

health plans would be required to provide abortion 
on demand for all servicemen and their dependents, 
which would require all taxpayers to pay for elec
tive abortions. This true of all Indians. Any Indian 
(defined strangely enough as a person "who is re
garded as an Indian" and who resides "near an In
dian reservation" or who is "an urban Indian") is 
entitled to use of a health plan with the entire com
prehensive benefit plan, including abortions, con
traceptives, and detoxification services. This is free 
for all Indians whether or not the Indian is a mil
lionaire or a pauper. 

There is within the legislation a financial time 
bomb called the "Family Collection Shortfall Add
on." This unpleasant little provision requires that 
each family in a regional alliance pay each year for 
their per capita share of the difference between the 



total collected in premiums and the total spent on 
all the provisions handed out in that region under 
the Health Security Act. However, this provision is 
waived for any family receiving AFDC or SSI, thus 
requiring them to have no financial responsibility 
for their own behavior and imposing upon the re
maining families in that regional alliance an even 
greater amount to pay for the "shortfall." 

Subway Sleaze 
0 The New York City Metropolitan Transit Au

thority is assaulting public sensibility with subway 
ads that depict homosexual and heterosexual 
couples kissing while holding condoms, a tube of 
lubricant and a piece of latex for oral sex. They are 
pitched with the slogan: "Young, Hot and Safe!" 

Any way you read them, the posters encourage 
promiscuity. In January, some 5000 ads were plas
tered throughout the subway system at no cost, be
yond the installation fees, to the sponsors, the Gay 
Men's Health Crisis. In effect, taxpayers dollars are 
subsidizing the campaign. 

Religious groups are howling in protest. "We 
are very angry," said Rabbi Abraham Hecht, presi
dent of the Rabbinical Alliance of America. "It is 
intolerable that these indecent ads should be pushed 
in the face of children and adults alike who ride the 
subways. The impression is that this is acceptable 
behavior. And they call this public service 
(Reader's Digest). 

Surgeon General 
0 Joycelyn Elders, according to the Washington 

Post, claims that homosexual practices are "good .. 
wonderful ... normal ... healthy." Elders accused the 
Boy Scouts of America of being "unfair" for ban
ning homosexual scoutmasters and added that she 
opposes the ban "in principal" because, she insists, 
it has a negative effect on the mental health of gay 
youth (Human Events, Apr. 1, 1994). 

Bishop David Jenkins 
0 Dr. David Jenkins unleashed another assault 

on the Scriptures, venturing the notion that the ac
count of the three wise men being led by a star to 
Bethlehem, and other parts of the "Christmas" 
story, were mythical. He had already dismissed the 
Virgin Birth in much the same way several years 
before. This came on the heels of other comments 

by Jenkins rejecting both eternal damnation and the 
Second Coming. "Christ will not return," Jenkins 
said bluntly. 

Helms Shines 
0 Senator Jesse Helms, R-N.C., was in fine 

form last week. Helms led the successful floor fight 
to pass an amendment of the State Department Au
thorization bill (S 1281) that prohibits providing the 
$119 million American contribution to the United 
Nations until President Clinton can certify that no 
U.N. agency recognizes any group with links to pe
dophiles. 

The Helms amendment passed 99-0 after the 
Tar Heel senator lamented: 

I never fathomed that the day would come 
when the United Nations would officially con
done the sexual molestation of children. . .. 
Where were the officials who are paid by the 
taxpayers and confirmed by the Senate to save 
American interests at the United Nations? 

The U.N. move to provide funds and legitimacy 
to the homosexual agenda began last July when the 
U.N. Economic and Social Council bestowed offi
cial consultant status on the International Lesbian 
and Gay Association, an umbrella group that in
cludes the North American Man/Boy Love Associa
tion. 

To Kill or Not to KiU 
0 Robert A. Davis shot Maria Flores at a San 

Diego check -cashing parlor in 1991. Flores aborted 
a stillborn fetus the next day. Estimated to be 23 to 
25 weeks old, it probably would not have survived 
outside the womb. 

The California Supreme Court ruled May 16, 
1994, that killing a nonviable fetus can be murder. 
"The third-party killing of a fetus with malice 
aforethought is murder," Chief Justice Malcolm Lu
cas wrote. 

National Right to Life in Sacramento, Ca., 
called the ruling a "logical protection" for the un
born. Hey, what about the 1973 Roe vs. Wade 
United States Supreme Court decision establishing 
abortion as a constitutional right? That's a third 
party killing a nonviable fetus! Murder is not mur
der if it is done in an abortion clinic instead of a 
check-cashing parlor (Houston Post, May 17, 
1994). Fp 

July 1994 27 
Firm Foundation 



Worth Repeating 
Compiled by Paul Sain 

From over 40 years ago ••• 

Are We Too Tolerant? 

W e are living in an age when it is popular 
to be tolerant and broad-minded. In fact, 
if you do not have the attitude of broad

mindedness, you are looked down upon and left out 
of many things. Almost everything points to the fact 
that most people have become entirely too broad
minded, too tolerant. We realize that the following 
will not apply to some people, but we also realize 
that it is the prevalent attitude of the day. 

For some reason or other, it is considered funny 
to see a person who is drunk. Most people laugh at 
the disgusting antics of the one who has drunk too 
much beer, wine, or whiskey. 

The American people have come to tolerate and 
condone the evil of divorce. Despite the fact that 
broken homes breed broken morals and crime, we 
tolerate the calamity of divorce and have come to 
accept it as a part of the American way of life. 

Immorality and corruption in the lives of those 
in high places have been taken for granted. It has 
been accepted as a matter of course that such things 
have to be, therefore we have come to tolerate them. 

All of this indicates a change in the thinking of 
men and women. Such things would not have been 
acceptable to the majority of people in years gone 
by. It also denotes a lack of moral fibre that should 
be present in the lives of the men and women of our 

country. Foster L. Ramsey, Just A Moment, Feb. 2, 1952 

It is sad that people can enjoy 
the blessings of "the good ole days" 

but can find little or no pleasure in the 
blessings of today. 

To be eighty years young is often far more cheerful 
than to be forty years old. 

Send material to be considered for "Worth Repeating" to 
Paul Sain · 544 E. Madison· Pulaski, TN 38478-7411 
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Getting Upset 

W o~ldn't it be great if everyone got upset, 
disturbed, or bothered over the right 
things? What a difference it would make 

if everyone was upset over the abuse of children, 
abortion, crime, false religions, doctrines, etc. 

Jesus was upset, disturbed, and bothered over 
the religious leaders of his day. Jesus called them 
blind guides (Matt. 15:9-14). He said they would 
be rooted up (destroyed). The teachings of Jesus 
often offended people (Matt. 13:21, 57; 15: 12). The 
people got upset over the wrong person and the 
wrong thing. 

The apostle Paul was upset, disturbed and both
ered over the person who preached another gospel 
(Gal. 1 :6-9). He would not give in to those who 
were false teachers (Gal. 2:4-5). He warned his 
brethren to beware of dogs, evil workers and en
emies of the cross (Phil. 3:2, 18). 

Do you get upset when: (1) the truth is preached 
(2 Tim. 4:2-4)? (2) the preacher emphasizes there is 
only one church (Eph. 4:4)? (3) the preacher plainly 
points out that all saved are in the church (Acts 
2:41, 47; 4:12; 2 Tim. 2:10)? (4) the preacher con
demns social drinking (1 Thess. 5:22), immodest 
clothing (Matt. 5 :27), smoking (1 Cor. 6: 19), etc.? 

Brethren, you have a right to be upset and dis
turbed - when the preacher fails to warn us, or 
when he does not preach the truth about the church 

' 
worship, God's plan of salvation, etc. You have a 
right to be bothered when he fail s to preach the truth 
about forgiveness, love, faithfulness, the mission of 
the church, and countless other things. 

When the truth is preached, rejoice, and be glad 
(1 Cor. 13:6). Do not become offended, upset, dis
turbed, and bothered when the truth is plainly pre
sented. Lift up the truth (Phil. 2: 15-16); stand for the 
truth; love the truth; and even die for the truth. What 
are you upset about? 

Gus Munden, The Reminder, Gentry, AR 



Cotham -s Comments 
---By Perry B. Cotham---

C rime is epidemic! It stalks 
the days and haunts the 
nights of Americans. 

Many crimes are committed by 
teen-age gangs. The apostle Paul 
warned the Corinthians: "Be not 
deceived: Evil companionship cor

rupt good morals" (1 Cor. 15:33). 
The causes of our soaring crime problem are no 

mystery to those who know God's Word. They all 
stem from the lack of teaching moral principles in 
our homes. Parents do not respect God and his 
Word; therefore, they do not teach and train their 
children to obey the Word of the Lord. 

Children obey your parents in the Lord: 
for this is right. Honor thy father and mother 
(which is the first commandment with prom
ise), that it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth. And, ye fathers, 
provoke not your children to wrath: but nur
ture them in the chastening and admonition of 
the Lord (Eph. 6:1-4). 

I will therefore that the younger widows 
marry, bear children, rule the household, give 
no occasion to the adversary for reviling (1 
Tim. 5:14). 

But speak thou the things which befit 
sound doctrine .. . that aged women likewise 
be reverent in demeanor, not slanderers nor 
enslaved to much wine, teachers of that which 
is good; that they may train the young women 
to love their husbands, to love their children, 
to be sober-minded, chaste, workers at home, 
kind, being in subjection to their own hus
bands, that the word of God be not blas
phemed (Titus 2: 1-5). 

Train up a child in the way he should go, 
and even when he is old he will not depart 
from it (Prov. 22:6). 

Another cause of the outrageous increase in 
crime in America today is that criminals are not be
ing punished (Gen. 9:6). It is only when punish-

ment is swift, sure and severe that sin is restrained 
(Eccl. 8: 11). 

Many do the crime, but few do the time. The 
Dallas Morning News (Feb. 6, 1994) editorial made 
these comments regarding criminals being pun
ished: 

The Rand Corporation found that the average 
prison inmate committed 187 crimes in the 
year before going to the pen. And that same 
research estimated that the cost to society of 
each crime was $2,300 .... According to NCPA 
data, the expected punishment for murder is 
only 1.8 years in prison . ... In 1994, the NCPA 
estimates, on the average, the expected pun
ishment for all serious crimes is only eight 
days in prison. ... And as the expectation of 
punishment drops, the amount of crimes 
grows. 

Again, in the same issue of the paper: 

More than 50,000 women were in prisons in 
the U.S. at the end of 1992. The female popu
lation, like the male population, is skyrocket
ing. Between 1980 and 1992, the number of 
men behind bars shot up 163 percent; the 
number of women exploded by 276 percent. ... 
Why are all these women in prison? ... The 
burgeoning population in women's prisons is 
the result of one thing: Drugs. 

Indeed, drugs are a major root cause of crime. 
Approximately 87 percent of inmates have a drug 
problem. The young are not being properly taught 
at home and at school the danger of drugs. 

We must encourage young people to study their 
Bibles, obey God's Word, and avoid the compan
ionship of bad people. "Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stan
deth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 
scoffers: but his delight is in the law of Jehovah: 
and on his law doth he meditate day and night" 
(Psa. 1:1-2). 1814 Santa Cruz 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

Fp 
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Directory 
••••• 

Traveling? 
Visit these congregations. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-
6715 or R.C. Raymer 3?'!;~'!-74. 
Fairbanks- serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-1643. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, 
(SOl) 932-4328. 

- California-
Modesto - 416 W. Whitmore at Carol Ln., 
95351. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor of West Coast Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

Pasadena- 1727 ~ei;,; Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30,10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. 210 Fwy Non Al~~!~! Dr. 
San Bemardlno - Uptown Church of Christ, 
3630 N. ''E'' SL Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Call883-S022 or Marvin Morrow, minister, 
883-5232. 
San Lorenzo- 977 Grant Ave. at Washington, 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m., (415) 276-4693, Joe Gilmore, minister. 
Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foruulatlon Lec
tureship. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303) 789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Davidson, 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench. minister. 
Home of the Northwest Firm Foun4tdlon Lec
tureship. 

-North Carolina-
minister. Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill SL 

Gainesville - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 Sun. 10• 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
222 exit Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (904) - Ohio -
376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 
274-6801. Home of Westem Ohio VaDey Finn 
Foundallon Lectureship. ..... 
Fairborn - near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Brad Poe, minister. Chris 4300 N Ann Arbor A 73122. S 9 
(407) 657-0657. t, • ve., un. , 

10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Amott Lowder, 

Plant City- Springhead Church of Christ, 1402 
Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754-
1776 or7S4-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 

Sarasota -Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail. next 
to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 Main SL Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob W'mton, evangelist 

-Georgia-

minister. 787-5814. 

-Pennsylvania
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover SL, 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bob Eddy, minister. (215) 
326-4028. Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Firm Foundstlon Lectureship. 

-South Carolina-
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main SL, 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 
Memorial Drive., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 
1-285). 

-Tennessee-

San Mateo- 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. Byron - 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 49 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Noah (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. Camper 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor of hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 
West Coast Firm Fo'!~n Lectureship. (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9:00, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foundtzllon 
Lectureship. 

-Indiana-
Memphis- Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 4400 
Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, 

Twentynine Palms - 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. Evansville- West Side Church of Christ. 3232 minister, (901) 366-0617. 
VacavDie - 401 F'll'• S~t. 95688. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
minister, Larry J. WesL Come worship with us. 

Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 
p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Minnesota-
C central 

BURCH OF CHRIST Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
1320 South Church St, Visalia. 93277. Sun. 9:30, Nanticoke SL, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184,722-1871. 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Missouri-

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, 1N., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 2S miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
-Colorado-

AbUene- Eastside Church of Christ, 80S N. Judge 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, comer of Branson - Church of Christ. 307 Seventh SL, Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is our 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, minister. 824-7040. 334-3866, 334-3757. pattern. 
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Baytown - Cedar Bayou Church of Christ. 3601 
N. Highway 146. (713) 422-2935 or424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp. 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith." 

Denton- Pearl Street Church of Christ. 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ. 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright. 
evangelist. 

CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is accepted in 
keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Fmn Foundation, Ad Department. P.O. 
Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to 
the desired month or publication. Ads must be canceled by the first or the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Small congregation, 50 members, seeks full-time 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie preacher. House, utilities and salary provided. Send 
Whitten, preachers. resum6 and salary requirements to Church of Christ, 

P.O. Box 482, Pilot Point, TX 76258. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994) - $17.50 
Rightly Dividing the Wor~ VoL 1-$12.50, Rightly 
Dividing the Wor~ Vol. II- $16.50 or set for 
$27.00. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ. 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Klein Area Church of Christ. 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m •• Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m .• Wed. 7:00 p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ. 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. • •••• 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ on 
Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Darrell Conley, preacher. 
(210) 494-2499. 

Waco- Columbus Avenue Church of Christ. 1525 
Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:3 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth group. 752-
9636. 

-Virginia-

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister, 
(703) 268-1862. 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-
7777. 

Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~ mile S. 1-81 & I-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. {703) 637-
4244: {703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-

Minister wanted. Small country congregation is 
seeking a sound conservative minister that has a 
good message presentation for a part-time position. 
Must have partial support or on social security. We 
can provide housing and partial salary. Contact 
William L. Hettick, (601) 289-7536, or Nile Church 
of Christ, Rt. 7- Box 182AB, Carthage, MS 39051. 

Preachers Available 

Sound gospel preacher available. 1980 graduate, 
Memphis School of Preaching. Experienced in all 
aspects of evangelism. Energetic personal worker; 
teacher with a keen interest in youth involvement. 
Need to relocate by Aug. 1, 1994. Dean Gittings, 113 
N. Gatlin St., Okolona, MS 38860. (601) 447-3455. 

Mature minister looking for small congregation 
to serve. You must desire the truth. I will not bur
den the church with moving expenses. However, 
if congregation can furnish gasoline and motel 
expense for move, this would be right. Need house, 
utilities and small salary. Majored in Bible at Freed
Hardeman and Abilene Christian. Did postgraduate 
work at other universities. Preaching since 1955. 
Call or write Charlie Summers, 213 W. Barstow 
Ave., Fresno, CA 93704-2020, (209) 431-6240. 

For Sale 

Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of 
New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, 
CA 92324. 

Sheridan _ Northside Church of Christ, 58 N. Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
Fifth St., Sheridan 82801. sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
Wed. 7 p.m. Charles A. Pledge (307) 672-7903, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
Train" newsletter. 

Learn New Testament Greek by correspondence. 
Low cost. Write: Dr. John Hobbs, 714 Southridge 
Ct., Grand Prairie, TX 75052 

Book - A mathematician looks at the threefold 
prophecy of Joel 2:28-32 and the transition period 
from the old to the new covenant. Includes a fresh 
look at the Holy Spirit. Seventy-two pages with chart. 
$3.00 per copy plus shipping. Discount for quantity 
purchases. Order from Biblical Publishing, 1300 
Terminal Dr., Carlsbad, NM 88220. (505) 887-2044. 
Fax 505-885-6976. 

Miscellaneous 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible'' Evangelistic System. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
in your congregation. Elders or church leaders 
write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 
Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Attention computer users: The Christian 
Connection BBS (210) 522-0233 and The Preacher's 
Exchange BBS (919) 492-0960 are full-service 
electronic bulletin boards operated by members of the 
church. Both bulletin boards offer: Online Bible 
Publications, PENet echo mail conferences, E-Mail, 
Questionnaires/Surveys, Shareware Files, Sermon 
Outlines, articles, and much more. The Christian 
Connection BBS also offers Internet E-Mail and 
Newsgroups. Designed for gospel preachers and other 
members of the churches of Christ. 24 hours - 7 days 
a week. Supports up to 14.4K. Set modem to 8,N,1. 
For information send e-mail via Internet to 
info@church.com. 672-3097. buy religious books and libraries. 
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Northwest 
Firm Foundation Lectureship 

·-August 4-7,1994-

-The New TestaiDent Speaks Today
Thursday, August 4 

7:00p.m ...................... Matthew and Mark .................................. Joe Gilmore 
8:00 p.m ...................... Luke and John ........................................ Waymon Summers 

Friday, August 5 
10:00 a.m •..................... Acts .....................................•............•..•..• Gil Yoder 
11 :00 a.m ...................•.. Romans ................................................... Curtis Cates 
2:00 p.m ...................... 1 Corinthians ........................................... Eddie Whitten 
3:00 p.m ...................... 2 Corinthians ........................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
7:00 p.m ...................... Galatians .....................•.........•.............•... Curtis Cates 
8:00 p.m ...................... Ephesians and Philippians ..................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Saturday, August 6 
10:00 a.m ...................... Colossians and Philemon ....................... Gene Bench 
11:00 a.m ...................... 1 Thessalonians ...................................... Darl Farris 
2:00 p.m ...................... 2 T~essalonians ...................................... Wayman Summers 
3:00p.m ...................... 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy .....•.................. Allen Robertson 
7:00 p.m ...................... Titus ........................................................ Gil Yoder 
8:00 p.m ...................... Hebrews ..................•............................... David Brown 

Sunday, August 7 
10:00 a.m ...................... James ..................................................... Eddie Whitten 
11 :00 a.m ...................... 1 Peter and 2 Peter ................................ David Brown 
2:00 p.m ...................... 1 John, 2 John, and 3 John •................... Perry B. Cotham 
3:00 p.m ...................... Jude ........................................................ Noah A. Hackworth 
7:00 p.m ...................... Revelation ............................................... Noah A. Hackworth 

-Noah A. Hackworh, Director
Missoula Church of Christ 
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The Teaching Home 
By Trent H. Wheeler Ch · 

Bear Valley Ch'LL'rch of . ru>t 

T herefore shall ye lay up these my words 
in your heart and in your soul ; and 
ye shall bind them for a sign upon your 

hand, and they shall be for frontlets between 
your eyes. And ye shall teach U1em your chil
dren, talking of them, when thou sittest in thy 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and 
when iliou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And thou shalt write them upon the door-posts 
of thy house, and upon thy gates; that your 
days may be multiplied, and ilie days of your 
children, in the land which Jehovah sware unto 
your fathers to give them, as the days of the 
heavens above the earth (Deut. 11:18-21). 

Our homes, our faith, our values are being at
tacked from every front. Public education is in
structing our children in the use of condoms, the 
promotion of homosexual lifestyles, and ethical val
ues foreign to any Christian standards. The media is 
promoting a constant and relentless message of per
missive sexual experimentation, violent revolution, 
and corrupt conversation. 

Unfortunately many of our "Christian homes" 
have become desensitized to the endless bombard
ment of modern culture. 

The teaching of the Israelite children was to be a 
constant and continual exercise. God had designed 
their teaching program so that it would be incorpo
rated into every aspect and avenue of their daily life. 
They were to teach when they got up in the morn-

SchooL of BibhcaL Studws 
ing, when they .w'.e'nt lti9·b~~~·wu~~~e~nd as they 
walked along theLWlilf-1"ThMr e~"'tlre lives were 
geared to teaching their children. 

Consider also that the teaching of children was 
incorporated into many other aspects of their soci
ety. As the nation of Israel was about to pass over 
Jordan into the promise land God instructed them, 
"Take you hence out of the midst of the Jordan, out 
of the place where the priests' feet stood firm, 
twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with 
you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye 
shall lodge this night" (Josh. 4:3). 

The purpose of these stones was as a reminder to 
teach their children about God's deliverance: 

T hat this may be a sign among you, iliat, 
when your children ask their fathers 
in time to come, saying, What mean ye 

by these stones? Then ye shall answer them, 
that the waters of the Jordan were cut off be
fore ilie ark of the covenant of the Lord; when 
it passed over the Jordan, the waters of ilie Jor
dan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a 
memorial unto the children of Israel for ever 
(Josh. 4:6-7). 

What kind of heritage are we building for our 
children? Israel was part of a theocratic system of 
government! Every element of their law was di
rectly related to their faithfulness and spiritual rev
erence towards God. (continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

It Is Important 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

0 ne way of getting rid of a trouble
some problem is to deny its im
portance. A second tactic is to brush 

it off as out of date. A third maneuver is to 
claim the objection has been answered when in 
truth it has not been satisfactorily dealt with at 
all. A fourth method used is to give a non-an
swer and pretend it is a real answer, commonly 

referred to as a straw man. 
All of these devices are being used in the current debate about 

changing the church. Oliver Wendell Holmes once defined phi
losophers as "those hired by the comfortable class to prove that 
everything is alright." Another said philosophers are "people who 
talk about something they don't understand and make you think it 
is your fault." We have a few church-philosophers hanging 
around. 

Sidestepping is not an honorable way to handle sincere objec
tions. That principle cuts both ways. When speakers at Christian 
Scholars Conferences object that verses of Scripture are forced 
from their original context and made to say what the original 
writer never intended, they make a valid point. The proper re
sponse is to give sober consideration to the objection, learn from 
it, and avoid the mistake in the future. 

Likewise it is dishonorable for Christian Scholars Conference 
speakers to find a specific instance where someone has misap
plied a verse and then generalize that every verse mentioned in 
any article is mishandled. The cry "proof-texting" is at times a 
reasonable protest and at other times it is a red-herring. There is 
nothing wrong in offering a Bible text in proof of a Bible prin
ciple. How else is any Bible teaching reasonably established? 

It is acceptable and necessary to accumulate all the Bible says 
on a given subject to fully understand the topic. Each verse must 
be examined in its context to be sure the teaching is not being 
misapplied. If the verses assembled all speak to the matter being 
investigated, this inductive approach brings a full understanding 
of the doctrine under consideration. This is nothing more than the 
application of sanctified common sense. 

John W. McGarvey once used this procedure to examine the 



teaching of the Bible on the subject of baptism. He proposed that 
we forget all we have ever heard about baptism and bring unfet
tered minds into the discussion. He then began a search through 
the New Testament looking for every occurrence of the word 
baptism. 

When he read, "And John also was baptizing inAenon near to 
Salim, because there was much water there" (John 3:23), he 
feigned surprise and wondered aloud what in the world "baptiz
ing" might mean. He drew the conclusion it required "much wa
ter," but did not know how much water "much water" is. 

From the baptisms of Jesus and the Eunuch he realized that 
"much water" is enough to go down into and to come up out of. 
From Romans 6:4 and Colossians 2: 12 he realized it required 
enough water to bury a full-grown man. From Acts 2:38 he 
learned that baptism is "for the remission of sins," and that by the 
act of baptism "sins are washed away" (Acts 22: 16). He contin
ued his research adding verse to verse until he came to the right 
decision that baptism is immersion in water to obtain the forgive
ness of sins and is preceded by faith and repentance. 

I n the process it was necessary for him to consider verses re
ferring to baptism in the Holy Spirit and to reason to the con
clusion that such verses do not belong in the same category 
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If McGarvey's approach to the study of baptism be proof
texting, then hooray for proof-texting. If proof-texting is giving 
book, chapter and verse and sticking with the Word of God, then 
so much the better for proof-texting. To sneer and condemn, say
ing, "proof-texting, proof-texting" without explaining what is 
meant is not helpful. It seems that in the minds of some "schol
ars" at some "conferences" the only thing necessary to discredit 
the opposition is to label it "proof-texting." 

Some would dry up the present discussion by pronouncing 
the exchange as meaningless. In the current issue of Image maga
zine (Jan./Feb. 1994) Denny Boultinghouse makes the incredibly 
naive statement: "Quite simply, most matters of disagreement in 
our brotherhood are in areas of opinion or judgment" (p. 5). It is 
hard to think that brother Boultinghouse is serious. His statement 
makes his magazine and his thinking picayune. It shows that he 
has not seriously considered the contemporary discussion. In 
short, he is out of touch. 

The questions being discussed include: the role of women in 
public worship (a matter that has shaken every religious order 
from the Catholics to the Presbyterians); the undenominational 
nature of the church; the oneness of the church; open fellowship; 
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worship; organization of the church; the leading and 
witness of the Holy Spirit; presentation music; the 
inerrancy of the Bible; the nature of liberalism, fun
damentalism, and conservatism; may we know the 
Truth or must we be agnostic; whether Mary of Naz
areth was a sexually questionable woman; whether 
the first 11 chapters of Genesis are myth; theistic 
evolution; and neo-orthodoxy. 

When brother Boultinghouse brands all this 
"judgment and opinion" he demonstrates his inabil
ity to grasp the significance of the debate and re
moves himself from consideration. He makes him
self trivial and his magazine shallow. In brief, he 
simply does not appreciate the significance of the 
dialogue. 

To pronounce the controversy as pointless be
cause some of the objectionable teaching was aired 
two or three years ago is inane. If a professor at 
ACU (Andre Resner) declared that Mary of Naza
reth was a "sexually questionable" woman in 1992, 
but has not corrected his blasphemy by 1994 or 
2094, it is still a problem. Rubel Shelly, Mike Cope, 
and Phillip Morrison endorsed the idea that the 
mother of Jesus, who all generations are to call 
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blessed, is in the same genre as harlots. That will 
stand against their record so long as they do not re
pent and confess. Ten years or 50 years from now 
the shameful teaching will continue to be a blemish 
on their records. The passage of time will not miti
gate the sacrilege. To attempt to escape the conse
quence of wrong teaching or behavior on the plea 
that it happened long ago and to revive it is like 
scraping the scabs off sores is irresponsible. 

When Resner, Shelly, Cope, and Morrison pro
nounced Mary as "sexually questionable," they put 
themselves in the class of unbelievers. For Resner to 
say, "Oh, I believe in the virgin birth" but not ex
plain what he means by "virgin birth" is insufficient. 
If Mary as sexually questionable then in what sense 
was Jesus virgin born? Resner should tell us plainly 
if he believes that Mary of Nazareth was a sexual 
virgin at the time of the birth of Jesus. If he is using 
the expression "virgin birth" in a figurative sense he 
ought to say so. The question for Resner, Shelly, 
Cope, and Morrison to answer is: Is it true or false 
that Mary had never known a man at the time of the 
conception and birth of Jesus? I predict that no an
swer will be forthcoming, which makes us wonder 
about their position. If someone asked the question 
of me, I would give an answer. 

The straw man approach is even more disgrace
ful. It undertakes to set up a false proposition and 
then flay the daylights out of it. We see it everyday 
in Wineskins and Image, and wonder at the honesty 
of those who submit to the public such twaddle. 

A clear example of straw manism and taking 
verses out of context and misusing them is demon
strated in statements like: 

It is a serious thing to speak against a servant 
of God. Those who speak against God's ser
vants will give an account. Who art thou that 
judgest another man's servant? to his own 
master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be 
holden up: for God is able to make him stand 
(Rom. 14:4). 

The apostle is talking about matters of indiffer
ence - things like whether to eat meat or be a veg
etarian. To judge the servants of God on questions 
of disinterest is forbidden. This does not apply to 
matters of faith and doctrine. Concerning teaching 
and belief the Bible says, "Beloved, believe not 



every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of 
God: because many false prophets are gone out into 
the world" ( 1 John 4: 1). "But there were false 
prophets also among the people, even as there shall 
be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring 
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift de
struction. And many shall follow their pernicious 
ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of' (2 Pet. 2: 1-2). 

be marked and avoided (Rom. 16: 17). We are to 
watch for such false teachers in the church - and 
out of it, too. Earnest heed is the cost of not drifting 
or of not letting Bible doctrine slip (Heb. 2: 1). 

It is not dealing in innuendos and rumor to 
note a published statement that the mother of 
Jesus was "a sexually questionable woman" and 
that "Matthew is sneaky," and other such silly and 
wrongheaded teaching. When false teachers broad
cast their damnable heresies and demonstrate their 
pernicious ways, it is godly to expose such teaching 
and answer it, and it is ungodly to close your eyes 
very tight and pretend it is not happening. 

Please note: 

few. 

False teachers are many - not few. 
False teachers are among you (in the church) . 
False teachers act in secret. 
False teachers present damnable heresies. 
False teachers' ways are pernicious. 
False teachers attract many followers - not 

False teachers are to be examined (proved). 
John and Peter judged and condemned fal se 

teachers among the brethren. Men who speak per
verse things arise from within the church (Acts 
20:30). Such false teachers within the church are to 

Neither Peter, Paul, nor John acted disreputably 
when they warned against false teachers in the 
church, named them, and answered their wrong 
teaching. Men of God in the first century did not 
hesitate to confront false teachers and answer their 
fa lse teaching. Division and strife do not come from 
honest and open discussion, but from the lack of it. 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

~ 

tt§\n~lnG w~~h §r@~~~~ 
Colossians 3:16 

Singing 
with Grace 

with 
/Juri l oner 

Video 
Four-part series - $17.00 

plus $3.00 
shipping and handling 

Workshops 
(Each workshop lasts 3 evenings, Sunday through Tuesday.) 

• • • 
• Learn to read music 
• Learn to lead singing 
• Sight reading made easy 
• Increase enthusiasm for 

congregational singing immediately! 

u\Iow gc~edu~lng wollbg~opg 
wlt~ CBullt Joneg 

6oll 19951 
COon't de~a9. CW~rlte toda9l 

To schedule a workshop please write 

Burt Jones 
• Song Leader - 40 Years 
• Song Writer 
• B.S. Music Education 
• Jacksonville University 
• Gospel Preacher 
• Writer 

"Singing with Grace" • % Church of Christ • 926 E. Jackson • Millersburg, Ohio 44654 
A mission work under the oversight of the eldership of the Millersburg Church of Christ. 

August 1994 5 
Firm Foundation 



The Teaching Home 
(continued from page 1) 

Their obedience or disobedience was manifest 
not only in their religious service but also in their 
civil obligations, harvests, and daily activities. 

We live under a different system. Our govern
ment does not provide daily reminders of our obli
gations and responsibilities to God. To the contrary 
our nation continues to remove from every avenue 
of life any semblance of faith and devotion to God. 
If Israel with their daily reminders, memorials, and 
responsibility to teach their children failed, what is 
the future of our children. 

There is still a great deal that we can do to insure 
the faith and good fortunes of our children. First and 
foremost parents must realize that they are exclu
sively responsible for the development of their chil
dren. You will notice that I did not say that parents 
are primarily responsible, but exclusively respon
sible. God did not entrust your children to the state, 
to the public school system, to the university, to the 
Bible school teacher. 

God entrusted your child to you! Train up a 
child in the way he should go is an admonition given 
to parents. For too long we have entrusted our 
children's future to public education, modern psy
chology, Christian colleges, and bible school pro
grams rather than taking responsibility for our own 
children. Until we as parents take responsibility for 
our own children, we will never insure their spiri
tual futures. The Christian home needs to be the 
source of your child's education. 

Here are some suggestions for what you can do 
to insure your child's hope: 

1. Identify all opportunities for learning. If you 
are reading books together, discuss spiritual lessons 
that may be applied from the story. If you are watch
ing television, monitor the programming, set stan
dards of decency, and teach positive behavior from 
the characters in the program. In addition make 
family trips to the library, study nature and creation 
together, and make learning a family activity. 

2. Make your home a refuge for good literature. 
Subscribe to good reading materials such as the 
Firm Foundation, Reason and Revelation, and Dis-
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covery. Fill your library with children's Bible sto
ries, commentaries, books on Christian evidences, 
and conservative political publications. 

3. Set standards for the entire family. If a pro
gram is unacceptable for your children, then it 
should not be acceptable for anyone in your home .. 
If you are going to ban Rolling Stones, Sassy, 
Cheers, and other ungodly materials from your chil
dren, be sure they do not find you reading Harle
quin Romances, the National Enquirer, or People 
magazine. Children learn more from what they see 
than they do from what they are told. 

4. Find time to teach your children! On an aver
age most families spend fewer than 10 minutes a 
day together as a family. It is difficult if not impos
sible to teach your children the values and principles 
you hold dear when over 90 percent of their waking 
hours are spent in the company of those who do not 
hold your values or principles. 

I have respect for families who have chosen to 
teach their children at home. I was an unbeliever for 
a long time. This year for the second year I attended 
a workshop of home-schooling families within the 
church. Their educational abilities were exemplary 
and their social, moral, and spiritual training far ex
ceeded that of most Christian young people I know. 

In talking with these families the thing that im
pressed me most was the attitude they took towards 
their children. Whether you agree with home
schooling, you cannot deny the goal of these par
ents. For the most part their decision was not a reac
tion to public education but a conscious choice to be 
the kind of parents God would have them to be. I 
asked a number of these families, "Why did you de
cide to home-school?" The answer was overwhelm
ing, "We are training our children for eternity?" 

The teaching home! It was commanded to be 
part of the Israelites daily life. How many of our 
Christian homes are returning to an understanding 
that they are responsible for their children's future? 
Is your home a teaching home? P.o. Box 2192 

Alachua, FL 32615 
Fp 



Liberalism ''Christianity Light'' 
By Jerry Moffitt 

T he world is starving for a cause worth dying 
for. The brotherhood is feeble and bloodless 
due to short rations regarding the Bible. And 

though it gives me no pleasure to say it, liberalism 
in most of our churches offers the world a kind of 
"Christianity light." We know liberalism will never 
offer true Christianity to the world - not the stick
to-your-ribs kind. It offers an insipid, unsavory, 
mild, diluted, weakened version. 

With liberalism it is sue for peace with the en
emies before they say something that may hurt our 
pride. Everywhere you turn truths are watered down 
and the Christianity is an ease-off, cool-down, rein
in, pull-up, gloss-over, type -the type that is so 
broad-minded it makes one's brain fall out. When it 
comes to warfare with sin and error, liberals are em-' 
barrassed doves, ashamed the subject even came up. 
Let's look at a few areas of concern. 

Intellectual Pride 
Liberalism makes fun of "Bible-toting, Bible-quot
ing" preachers. If you just study the Bible, you are 
guilty of "theological thumb-sucking" and "Nean
derthal religion." I have two higher degrees, but I 
know Paul said, "Hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world" (1 Cor. 1:20). The way of man 
is not in him (Jer. 10:23). The gospel is God's power 
unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). The Word of God is 
where the fire and the strength are (Jer. 23:29; Heb. 
4:12; Luke 1:37). 

Morals 
A liberal doesn't much preach on or stand up to un
scriptural divorce, drinking, dancing, smoking, dip
ping, immodest dress, indecent movies, and soft 
pornography. Rather, they accuse churches who do 
take a stand of trying to paint "an antiseptic circle 
around the church." 

Well, excuse me. That's exactly what I want to 
do. For me and my family and the church I love I 
want to carve out the cleanest and most wholesome 
environment possible, even if criticized for it by lib
erals. Christ wishes to present us to God as "holy 

and without blemish and unreprovable before him" 
(Col. 1 :22). Paul said the church should not have 
"spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish" (Eph. 5:27). See also 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 and 2 Corinthians 6: 17-7: 1. 

Doctrinal Error 
When it comes to warfare with denominational er
ror, the liberalism I've seen up close has a real prob
lem deciding which side it is on. In fact, its aim 
seems to be to strip the church of all that makes it 
distinctive, in the hope that denominations will quit 
persecuting us and say nice things about us. Yet 
Jesus said, "Woe unto you, when all men shall speak 
well of you!" (Luke 6:26). Jude said, "Contend ear
nestly for the faith" (Jude 3). And Jesus said, ''Think 
not that I came to send peace on the earth; I came 
not to send peace, but a sword" (Matt. 10:34). 

When it comes to evil speaking, backbiting, 
slander, and defamation of character, when I go into 
a debate it has gotten where I am more afraid of 
some of my brethren than I am of the sectarians. 

Conclusion 
I could go on for quite a while. Liberalism hates 
rules and commandments, perverts love, swings a 
wide loop regarding fellowship, attacks re-estab
lished doctrine, plays down hell-fire, has doubts 
about the inerrancy of the Bible, emphasizes fun 
and games, and presents Christianity as a delicate 
and tasteless religion of convenience. If Jesus and 
the apostles were on earth today, I candidly say I 
believe they would be disgusted. 
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Women Priests 
By Burt Jones 

T here she was, backward collar and pious 
countenance in all her glory, pictured in the 
religion section of the local newspaper - a 

woman priest! 
I knew it was just a matter of time before the 

National Organization of Women influenced world 
religions. Even the staid and sedate Catholic and 
Episcopal organizations have fallen prey to their 
"squeaky-wheel-gets-greased" tactics. Women 
priests? 

But, just then, I settled back into my chair, re
laxed and realized that we in the Lord's church had 
no reason for surprise. We have enjoyed the pres
ence and benefits of women priests for two thou
sand years! We have a brotherhood full of men and 
women priests. This priesthood, as lively stones, is 
built up a spiritual house, an Holy Priesthood, to of
fer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:5). 

The difference between these "lively stones" 
and those "floundering, fallacious, femme fatales" 
masquerading in the guise of dispensers of holy 
truth is that one is embraced by the Word of God and 
the other is not. 

Our Lord loved us "and washed us from our sins 
in His own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and His Father" (Rev. 1 :5-6). The 
"us" in this passage of inspired Scripture is every 
man and every woman who has been redeemed by 
our Savior through the cleansing waters of baptism 
and thus added to his church as a full-fledged, 
Bible-totin' ... priest! 

8 

The aged women likewise, that they be in be
havior as becometh holiness, not false accus
ers, not given to much wine, teachers of good 
things; that they may teach the young women 
to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at 
home, good, obedient to their own husbands, 
that the word of God be not blasphemed (Titus 
2:3-5). 
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The priesthood in the New Testament is a "holy 
nation offering up spiritual sacrifice" (Rom. 12:1). 
In one sense the church of Christ has the official of
fice of priest. Nor is it any part of the New Testa
ment conception of this priesthood of believers that 
any individual should act in respect for other indi
viduals. 

This intercessory office, acting in behalf of 
other persons in salvation, is a freakish perversion 
of man that daily is consigning thousands of souls to 
Satan. By virtue of our precious relationship as 
joint-heirs with our Lord, we have direct access to 
God through prayer. 

We understand the worldly ploy involved in 
this pitiable and pontifical farce which any true 
priest knows has no value and is a vain show of 

Tcrecy. 
he fact that women "priests" are now being 
hoisted toward the spotlight of world atten
tion should be no more ridiculous to Chris-

tians than the previously all male con~ingent of 
"earthly" intercessors with God -holy fathers, vic
ars, monsignors, cardinals, bishops, prelates, arch
bishops, popes, prelates nullius, ad nauseam. 

I read with deep respect of the lives and deeds of 
those precious women priests of the early church, 
from Lydia, the first Christian convert in what is 
now Europe, to Priscilla, the faithful help meet of 
another priest who happened to be her husband, 
Aquila. I am in awe of Eunice and Lois, the mother 
and grandmother of Timothy. These priests seem to 
step from the pages of inspired Scripture to demon
strate the importance of the early training of a child. 
Only one verse in The Record gives us an inescap
able clue as to the character of Eunice and Lois. 
Paul, writing with the pen and ink of inspiration in 
his second epistle to his son in the gospel said, 
"When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith 
that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother 
Lois, and thy mother Eunice; I am persuaded that in 



thee also" (2 Tim. 1 :5). Here is the complete biogra
phy of these two priestesses standing triumphantly 
alongside so many women of the early church as 
well as by their sister priests today. The recorded 
immortality of so many of our sisters is made mani
fest through their progeny or through those they 
taught. 

organizations is not about the right to properly func
tion as a priest. Those Christian sisters of the early 
church and of today have already shown the true 
role of women priests. Make no mistake about it. 
This is a grab for power and pre-eminence. It is 
about authority vs. ability. 

I read of Phoebe, a "servant of the church" at 
Cenchrea. She presumably bore the epistle of Paul 
to the Romans. She was a "succourer of many," and 
of Paul (Rom. 16:2). Paul asked the Romans to re
ceive Phoebe "as becometh saints" (Rom. 16:2). 

And finally, as we witness the politically correct 
demeanor of these modem day "wannabe's," it may 
just be my imagination, but in studying closely the 
faces of these liberal, feminist pawns, I am certain 
that I caught just a fleeting glimmer of capricious 
cynicism in their expressions - or, perhaps it was 
just a reflection from the television lights. 

Amature and healthy woman has the abil
ity to bear the child of about any mature and 
healthy man whom she may meet on the 

street. But, she has no authority to do so! A 12-year
old child may have the ability to drive a vehicle as 
well as a professional truck driver, but he or she has 
no authority to do so. It is about authority not abil
ity. 

No, these women priests -these Johnny-come
latelys, are about 2,000 years too late and of the 
wrong stripe, because my Lord "hath made us kings 
and priests unto God and His Father; to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" (Rev. 1 :6). 

Brethren, this charade of women seeking the 
office of priest within their respective religious 
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The Friends of Wineskins 
By Robin W. Haley 

I n June of '93 I began receiving Wineskins mag
azine. With some anxiety I looked into my 
first issue; I found about what I was expecting. 

Frankly, I wanted a source of some current thinking 
of liberals among us. (Actually, not all those found 
within the page of Wineskins are among us.) With 
my subscription I received a letter of thanks. It was 
written by Phillip Morrison who stated he was 
speaking for Mike Cope and Rubel Shelly. He 
wanted to remind me of the purpose for Wineskins. 

First, he gave our Lord the credit for the driving 
force and incentive behind Wineskins. Having pe
rused this and other issues of this magazine, I find it 
amazing that anyone who may have ever read the 
Bible could possibly imagine Jesus having anything 
to do with this production. 

He says their number one goal is to ''foster re-

~blications ~~ 
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Better Bulletin Boards, Vol. 3, Dorothy Sain ..... 4.95 
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Baptism And Future Adultery, Harold Sain ...... 2.00 
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Creative Bible Teaching, Vol. 1, Sarah Richey •. 6.95 
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newal in the church." Now, to renew something is to 
"make it strong or restore to existence; to begin 
again." What are they trying to make strong or bring 
into existence again? The church of our Lord? No! It 
has not gone out of existence. It is has been restored 
for quite some time. 

What they are trying to bring into existence is a 
new denomination for a new century. Rubel would 
call it a "new 21st-century ecclesiology." 

Second, Wineskins is after "bold but responsible 
change. " Here is one of the many contradictions 
within this "plea." Usually those not satisfied with 
God's order of things are bent on changing things. 

The contradiction here: how can they bring 
something back into existence or begin something 
again, while attempting to change it? H they restore 
anything, it need not be changed. If they change 
something, it is not truly restored. As for being "re
sponsible" (which means answerable; accountable), 
these are some of the most irresponsible men within 
the brotherhood. Just try to get any one of them to 
give an answer for what they peddle. 

Third, I am told that a "new vehicle is needed 
for the gospel." I am not quite sure what this means. 
Does he mean a new medium (this magazine) or a 
new method for evangelism? (Is 1 Cor. 1: 18, 21 no 
longer valid?). 

What I suspect he means is that we should adopt 
the Hollywood production-type numbers for our 
"praise leaders" to perform during "the praise as
sembly" (formerly called "worship" by such tradi
tionalists as Jesus and Paul). 

Fourth, we as the church "must be an elastic 
wineskin." Typical of those who have missed the 
point of what Jesus was teaching in Matthew 9, he 
assumes our Lord was applying these two sayings 
(the piece of cloth and the wine bottles) to the 
church. Jesus was making a point regarding his 
apostles being called for a purpose which differed 
from the disciples of John or the Pharisees. But not 
Morrison's word "elastic." 



Why so many jump to this conclusion about the 
wineskin is beyond me. Many people believe Jesus 
was using the expanding nature of fermenting wine 
as his illustration. Not so! Fermented wine is not a 
means of preservation of fruit juice, but of putrefac
tion- exactly what Jesus wanted to prevent. He did 
not want his apostles nor his teaching to become pu
trid (fermented), but wanted them to be preserved. 

The new bottle did not allow for "safe fermenta
tion" but would actually hamper it, if not halt it. The 
new bottle would be filled to the top, then sealed to 
prevent fermentation. "Elasticity" was not in view 
in what Jesus taught, but rather the preservation of 
his doctrine. Thus, again we see a contradiction in 
the design of these liberals: they want to be elastic 
-stretch the truth. (By this expression, he inadvert
ently admits to trying to bring something new into 
what was already established, i.e., the church.) 

Fifth, and this one is really gross. I am con
vinced that some of these guys do this just to see 
who will howl. Anyway, he is "committed to a 
Church of Christ" which was begun ("born of') in 
what is called the American Restoration Movement. 

How denominational! The church of Christ did 
not begin with any movement of men in the 19th 
century. Thus, we see why they want "renewal" and 
"change" and "elasticity." They do not want the 
church to remain what the Bible says about it, they 
want it to become an entity after their own design. 
They have had their architects working on this for 
some time. Their boss has been working on the 
Lord's will since the garden of Eden. 

Finally, he admits that he is not a part of the 
church of Christ revealed in Scripture. This he does 
by saying he only wants to get closer to it with his 
American Restoration Movement church of Christ. 
Incidentally, in his last six paragraphs consisting of 
10 sentences, he made no less than 19 references to 
money being sent to Wineskins for their "ministry." 

Reader, if you are a friend of this kind of think
ing and religion, you are no friend of God. Let u~ 
beware of such philosophies, not being taken cap
tive by them (Col. 2:8). Let us continue to live and 
believe in such a way that we can sincerely sing, 
"I'll Be a Friend to Jesus!" 912 E. Teresa 
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Holy Spirit IDumination? 
By Bill Lockwood 

R ecently, a friend of mine who is Pentecostal 
in teaching and practice remarked to me 
that if it were not for the Holy Spirit en

lightening the eyes of our understanding, we would 
not be able to comprehend the message of the Spirit 
in the Bible. This person at one time was a member 
of the Lord's church in Duncan, Okla., and rejoices 
in the fact that God has guided her out of the nar
rowness of her mother's religion in which she was 
raised. This idea of the Holy Spirit giving us the "in
terpretation" or "proper meaning" of Scripture by 
"enlivening" the Word to us, I must confess, is a 
very popular opinion with many religious persons. 
But I responded in this fashion, "Do you believe that 
I have the Spirit?" She answered, "Absolutely not." 
''Then," said I, "God in the first place becomes a re
specter of persons. For, he lovingly drew you out of 
the coldness of traditional 'church of Christism,' for 
which you would have been damned since 'any man 
who has not the Spirit of Christ is none of his'; and 
at same time not only keeps me there, and allows 
many souls to die in such a condition. Thus, he 
chose you but rejected me." 
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"Second," I asked the lady, "why should you try 
to convince me that you are right by discussion or 
recommending that I read Rubel Shelly and Max 
Lucado if all enlightenment is due to the Holy 
Spirit? If the vitalization and even the understanding 
of Scripture in my heart is dependent upon the Holy 
Spirit's operation within, why point me to codices 
written by men? They would do me no good." 

This mistake by the well-meaning woman is re
peated by all the leaders of the charismatics and lib
erals; I should not be surprised that she made it also. 

Third, since she had said that my eyes would be 
opened spiritually if I accepted such a doctrine and 
that my problem was a refusal to see it, I wonder 
why she thought I could accept this direct operation 
theory without already having the direct operation? 

In other words, those who allow culture and 
popular theories to do their thinking for them say, 
"You can't understand properly the Scriptures be
cause you have not the Spirit interpreting them to 
you," yet they wish me to accept this theory as 
Scripture by trying to convince me of its biblical 
merits. If comprehension is reserved for those who 
"have the Spirit in them" then that would include the 
single doctrine that "only those who have the Spirit 
can comprehend." 

This cuts the doctrine under review to the heart. 
If the revivals preached about by Wineskins and 
other copycats of Calvinism are the result of the 
Holy Spirit buzzing about in the worship assem
blies, and if all of this "renewal" in the churches of 
Christ is brought about by the Holy Spirit "working 
among men," and if the Mike Copes and Rubel 
Shellys and Lynn Andersons of the world are really 
on the right track and are Spirit-driven- how in the 
name of common logic, courtesy, and consistency 
could they criticize those of us whom they oppose 
as "traditionalists," "Pharisees," and "straight-jack
eted" for not following their pied piping? 

Criticism of those of us "without the Spirit" 



could be no more reasonable than a criticizing of 
Balaam's ass for not giving the old prophet an ear
lier warning. The fact that they do so criticize us 
demonstrates that they either recognize the Spirit is 
not responsible in a direct way for their agendas, 
(for why criticize us for lacking that which is be
yond our control) or that they are so ignorant of the 
Spirit's real method of operation that they could not 
be directly led by the Spirit. 

Exactly so with my friend's conception. The fact 
that she, a direct operationist, wished me to accept 
Direct Operation in understanding the Bible, yet 
proposes to bypass the Spirit's enlightening process 
by arguing me into acceptance of it, is proof enough 
that she may have something new and different, but 
not Holy Spirit guidance! 

If Holy Rollers, in reality, have the Holy Spirit 
leading them, why does he never lead them to 
quit trying to convince others of this doctrine since 
no one else could possibly accept it, being "un
spiritual"? 

Their preachments make the Holy Spirit a fool 
because on the one hand the Spirit, they declare, 
guides them directly to say that we cannot under
stand anything spiritual until we get the Spirit. Then 
the Spirit whirls them about to reason with us that 
their doctrine is true. It seems that if no one could 
comprehend Scripture without the Spirit operating 
upon them, the Spirit would know this and cease in
spiring them to try to convince us of it since we are 
without the Spirit. 

Fourth, this mistake is the same as popery. The 
Pope announces, "No one can come to an under
standing of Scripture except he/she is given the in
spired interpretation by the Catholic Church." But 
here is the rub: If God so constituted man so as to be 
unable to understand the apostles' inspired testi
mony, why do inspired Popes suppose they can 
cause us to understand it all by explanation? 

If I cannot comprehend a Paul or Peter because I 
need inspired help to receive their words, then what 
is another inspired man (the Pope) going to accom
plish? How could I understand the Pope's inspired 
explanation of verses if I could not understand the 
inspired verses to begin with? The only answer can 
be this: The Pope declares by these claims to pos
sess more authority and clarity than the apostles! 

This is a degradation of Scripture. The theologi
cal theorem that demands "inspiration" to under
stand or explain Scripture is nothing more than self
investiture of a more efficient authority than was 
possessed by the apostles. If inspired teachers of 
God writing in the first century cannot break into 
my hard heart with their all-sufficient words of 
the Spirit, any person claiming to do so today is 
boasting a more effective operation than they had. 
Popery is a thrust against God's authority; so is ev
ery claimant of direct Holy Spirit guidance in com
prehension. 

In reality, the inveiglement of direct guidance in 
understanding Scripture is not only illogical, un
scriptural, and unsound, but it also puts off the in
evitable. It merely inserts another step between 
Scripture and my understanding and leaves us with 
the same problem. These things I pressed upon my 
friend, but I will have to wait until later to see if an 
impact was made. For, acceptance of real reason and 
sense with Scripture on this point, will equal turning 
her back on the very root premise upon which she 
operates -that the Spirit moves directly upon men. 
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Speak Where God Speaks 
By Steve Gunter 

0 ne of the new young things in the "mod
ernist" wing of the church asked, "Where 
did we ever come up with that slogan, 

Speak as the Bible speaks?" One who is a so-called 
"minister of education" privately mocks and ridi
cules the very idea of "keeping silence where the 
Bible is silent." A large number of Christians no 
longer subscribe to this Restoration principle. 

Yet the idea has a profound origin for it was the 
apostle Peter who by inspiration wrote, "If any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God" (1 Pet. 
4:11). In the times of antiquity an oracle was a place 
where "the gods" spoke to man. 

The most famous oracle of ancient Greece, of 
course, was the famed cave at Delphi. Pagan priests 
hid in the back of the cavern and "answered" ques-
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tions posed by the idolater pilgrims. A broad, gen
eral answer could then easily fit the specific situa
tion of any Delphic disciple. 

In like manner our younger "scholar-theolo
gians" (the beloved titles and adornments of men) 
whisper their tenuous teachings and perverse phi
losophy to a spiritually illiterate generation. Jesus 
said, "But in vain they do worship me teaching for 
doctrine the commandments of men" (Matt. 15:9). 
The abandonment of the apostolic order has opened 
the doors of the beloved body of Christ to every er
ror and wayward wind of doctrine. 

Let us return to the primitive principles of the 
mighty apostle - back to the Scriptures and the 
God who inspired them. 1202 Royal Dr. 

Bentonville, AR 72712 
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Hindrances to Evangelism 
By Albert Gardner 

M ost members of the church 
can quote the Great Com
mission and may be able to 

locate it. We do know our duty to 
evangelize, so what is the problem? 

Maybe we have failed to im
press on converts that they have 

been saved to save; they have been taught to teach. 
The only way we can pay our debt is to teach others 
what we know. 

Division within. One reason we do not evange
lize is because we are so divided, and we spend 
much of our time fighting one another. We must 
fight error, in and out of the church, but that takes 
away from the time and effort we put into evange
lism. 

Moral conditions. What door can you knock on 
and not be faced with one or more of the great social 
issues of our day? Behind many doors there will be 
divorce, drugs, alcohol, homosexuals, and complete 
disregard for things spiritual. 

There is clear teaching on these matters but our 
emotions enter and we just can't bring ourselves to 
deal with them. We must be reminded that Jesus 
said, "Go preach the gospel to every creature." He 
did not offer any side agreements. He did not say go 
"unless you are likely to run into a divorce prob
lem." 

Those who are involved in social sins will only 
obey the truth if they are taught. Who will teach 
them? Denominational people have bought into the 
idea that most of these things are not sin but a dis
ease. 

The way sinners are converted is the same way 
it was done on Pentecost. They must hear, believe, 
repent, and obey the gospel. That is the reason Jesus 
said go preach it. 

Reception . Aren't you glad the Lord sa id go 

preach rather than convert everyone? The reception 
of the gospel is down from what it was a few years 
ago. That has nothing to do with the preaching, but 
has to do with the hearer- the soil! 

On Pentecost the audience was far different 
from anything we see now. Conditions change the 
attitudes of people. After World War II the field was 
ripe in America, and it was not difficult to get Bible 
studies. 

The gospel is the same, but it is more difficult to 
find good and honest hearts who are searching for 
truth. Because of this difficulty and the fear of rejec
tion, we cut down on evangelism. 

Indifference. Jesus said the church at Laodicea 
was lukewarm, neither hot nor cold (Rev. 3: 16). Be
cause it is more difficult to find truth seekers, we 
become discouraged and indifferent. 

We need to remember that the field is the world 
(Matt. 13:38). Some parts of the field are not pro
ductive at this time. We must not forget any part of 
it. If I were a farmer, I would work the most produc
tive part first. The family next door may be totally 
disinterested, but that is not the case with eastern 
Europe, Russia, India, some parts of Africa, central 
and south America, and the islands. Many of our 
brethren are going to these places and having out
standing results . 

Television. Some argue about the influence and 
impact of TV on children. Who are they trying to 
fool? Of course, TV has an impact on children and 
adults. At least, the corporations think so for they 
spend millions every year to advertise their products 
thinking they can influence our buying habits. And 
they do! 

TV conditions us. We have seen so many mur
ders and violence that human life is not as precious 
to us as it once was. Some children learn their moral 
standard from TV. Why should we be surprised we 
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are having problems in our nation? The influence of 
prayer and Bible reading in public schools has been 
downgraded and mocked. 

We used to be able to count on the school to re
inforce what we taught the children at home, or at 
least not to oppose it directly, but that is no longer 
true. This adds to our discouragement. 

Materialism. The emphasis is on laying up trea
sures here. This accounts in part for the lack of inter
est in the Bible and spiritual things. This is also the 

reason some church members are lukewarm. I am 
afraid none of us is completely free from this prob
lem. We have to face that much of our time, money, 
and interest is in things physical rather than spiri
tual. 

Unless we go, they cannot hear. Unless they 
hear, they cannot believe. Unless they believe, they 
cannot obey. Unless they obey, they cannot be 
saved. (Rom. 10:10-16). P.O. Box 2608 

Lumberton NC 28359 
Fp 

Are There Two Calvin Warpulas? 
By J. E. Choate 

T his writer early on surmised there was one 
"Calvin Warpula." However, there now 
seems to be two "Calvin Warpulas." The first 

Calvin Warpula leaves the impression that he is a 
loyal member of the church of Christ who "only 
speaks where the Bible speaks." The other Calvin 
Warpula is much at home and speaks with the high
est commendations of the two denominations- the 
"Independent" Christian Church and the "liberal" 
Disciples of Christ. 

Calvin Warpula reads like the "second incarna
tion" of Isaac Errett, the master genius who led the 
Christian Church into "digression." A brother wrote 
Isaac Errett 124 years ago: 

Are there two Christian Standards published 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, each published by Isaac 
Errett? We have heard of but one, but there are 
some things that seem to indicate there are two 
... the one square and against instrumental mu
sic in worship, and the other an apologist for it 
(C.S., June 1870, p. 207). 

Calvin Warpula is no modem-day Isaac Errett. 
He is your typical "New Age" cultural church of 
Christ representative writing out of a background of 
Restoration history about which he has limited 
knowledge. Brother Warpula has no patience with 
the "conservative" churches of Christ and their 
"narrow-minded" theology. 

The first Calvin Warpula is a graduate of Freed
Hardeman College, and sound in the faith. He fan-

16 ~~~~5}ound!~~! 

cies himself to be a scholar of biblical literature and 
Restoration history in spite of the fact that he has not 
stayed the course to earn a doctorate, without which 
he can not command the full respect of the esc 
doctors who now can write books on the cutting 
edge of modem liberal scholarship. 

The second Calvin Warpula is in reality the "al
ter ego" of the one and only brother Warpula. He 
identifies with the digressives with unbounded ap
proval and enthusiasm. He attends all of the annual 
Restoration Forums. He speaks admiringly of the 
late Don De Welt, an arch-digressive, whose influ
ence continues to grow. Brother Warpula writes for 
the One Body, the journal which promotes the an
nual Restoration Forums. 

Warpula addresses the "three wings" of the Res
toration churches as "three sisters" who are agreed 
on such doctrines as immersion of believers for re
mission of sins, weekly communion, and autono
mous congregations; but who disagree over theo
logical liberalism, open membership which includes 
the "affusionist" churches, organized societies, and 
instrumental music in worship. 

The "Joplin Summit" and Calvin Warpula 
At the present time, brother Warpula is the most 
highly visible promoter of unity with the "digres
sive" denominations - the "Independent" Christian 
Church and the "liberal'' Disciples of Christ. This 
fact is documented by brother Warpula's participa-



tion in the annual meetings of the Restoration Fo
rum which meets this year at Pepperdine University. 

The Restoration Forum is a spin off of the ill-ad
vised 1984 "Joplin Summit," which in fact became 
the fourth attempt in this century to create an atmo
sphere for the uniting of the "Independent" Chris
tian Church denomination and the liberal "New 
Age" churches of Christ. The "Joplin Summit" was 
set up under the supervision of the elders of the 
Vultee Church of Christ in Nashville and a group of 
Christian Church leaders led by Don De Welt. The 
unity meetings were set for August 1984 on the 
Ozark Christian Bible campus. The avowed objec
tive was to seek common grounds of agreement to 
bring the two fellowships together. 

Fifty men marked with an irenic spirit were se
lected from each group to engage in three days of 
fellowship, prayer, study, and confession. The trans
actions were reported in the One Body, the official 
publication of the "Joplin Summit." Rubel Shelly 
described the meetings as not a merger attempt, not 
an exercise in compromise, not a symposium debate 
on instrumental music, and not a brawl. 

Alan Cloyd joined with Don De Welt to organize 
the summit meetings. He was the minister of the 
Restoration Leadership Ministry sponsored by the 
Vultee church. His main qualification was that he 
was a defector from the Christian Church. He re
moved from a display table the 1939 address of Leo 
Boles to the Murch-Witty unity meeting in India-
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napolis. He advised all present that any who could 
not abide by the irenic spirit of the occasion to go 
home. It was a travesty on the memory of H. Leo 
Boles and David Lipscomb for Cloyd to represent 
the churches of Christ. 

On the other hand, Don De Welt, editor of the 
College Press Publishing Company, was held in the 
highest esteem by his digressive brethren. The 1984 
"Joplin Summit" proved to be a great success for the 
"Independent" Christian Church. The parable ap
plies to the churches of Christ that the benefits for 
them were like the mighty mountain travailing in 
the agony of birth and delivering a mouse. 

The "Change Agents'' 
The "Joplin Summit" should have remained still
born at the conclusion of the 1984 summit meetings. 
Instead new life was infused into what is now an 
ongoing annual affair. The One Body has grown into 
a major publication for the Restoration Forum and 
for general promotion of digressive causes. 

Brother Warpula writes in the One Body (1990) 
the reasons for his support of the Restoration Fo
rums and boasts that he has attended all the sessions 
because truth is studied, biblical unity is sought, and 
love is expressed. 

The "1\vo Faces'' of Calvin Warpula 
Walt Whitman said, "Do I contradict myself, well, I 
am full of contradictions." Brother Warpula is full 
of contradictions. He delivered an address at the 
1991 Abilene Christian University Lectureship 
titled "Can We Have Unity with the Christian 
Church?" This was reprinted in the 1993 issue of the 
One Body. Another article with same title was pub
lished in the 1993 fall issue of the One Body in re
sponse to letters addressing positions in the article. 

There is little organization in the structure of his· 
logic in the address. We shall run a cursor through 
the One Body copy to pull out "telltale" statements. 
Take a look at selected examples: "God is working 
in the acappella Churches of Christ to teach us the 
meaning of grace and nonsectarian Christianity. 
(What a pity you were not around to teach the likes 
of Don Morris and David Lipscomb this marvelous 
truth lately discovered by Rubel Shelly, et al.) 

Brother Warpula is ashamed of his brothers who 
"affirm that Christians who use instrumental music 
will go to hell"; he apologizes to the digressives for 
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this lack of charity. Brother Warpula thinks to leave 
this judging in the "hands of a just and righteous 
God." Brother Warpula, have you taken the time to 
read the Gospel Advocate files to learn your breth
ren in other years thought the same? Apparently not! 

What does brother Warpula advise about open 
membership and fellowship with the denom
inations? He wants to know: What about the Dis
ciples, Baptists, and Church of God who have 
been baptized according to Acts 2:38. What about 
fellowshipping such believers who are members of 
bishop-controlled churches, practice ecstatic tongue 
speaking, and listen to woman preachers? 

Yes, fellowship with the digressives is possible. 
Warpula raises and provides the answer in one 
simple statement. He writes that "disagreements 
over instruments should not prevent us from enjoy
ing a common Lord's table." The logic of this prin
ciple would include holy water, the rosary, women 
preachers and elders, snake handling, and such like. 
And if not, why not? 

He has a little squib tucked away addressing the 
music question: "Should we oppose instruments 
with the same passion we oppose sprinkling and the 
papacy." Brother Warpula, you are open-ended on 
everything else. Why are you so passionately op
posed to affusion and the papacy? I find many more 
problems in your maze of suggestions and proposals 
than I do with sprinkling and the papacy. 

No, the acappella churches of Christ will never 
unite with the instrumental church. Of all people, 
you provide the reason. Read your own words: "I 
see no way for us to visibly unite unless instrumen
tal brethren are willing to forego the use of instru
ments in the assemblies." And then you make this 
amazing statement that we maintain "our separate 
musical traditions and love each other in spite of our 
differences." 

BrotherWarpula admiringly quotes Don DeWelt 
who estimated 75 percent to 85 percent of the total 
fellowship of the Christian Church and the church 
of Christ could care less either way. 

The Conclusion of the Matter 
One hundred years ago, John W. McGarvey ac
knowledged that instrumental music had become a 
non-issue in the Christian Church denomination. 

Were I a digressive, I would select Martha Sue 
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North of Cincinnati, Ohio, to be my leading spokes
man and champion. She has written a very intelli
gent letter in the 1993 fall issue of the One Body that 
should end all future Restoration Forum meetings. 
She tells us that the Christian Church has no repent
ing to do and that the acappella churches condemn 
those who use the instrument. She indicts the 
acappella churches for the division and trying to 
force their views on others. She thinks it is time to 
stop this business of holding unity forums and get to 
the matter of practicing fellowship. Martha Sue is 
passionately persuaded that we should worship God 
with any and all means at our disposal. 

Postscript 
To document my positions in this article, I will pro
vide copies ofWarpula's articles in the One Body at 
mailing cost and five cents a page. Perhaps you can 
make more sense of it than I. As a church historian, 
I know brother Warpula is repeating the same old, 
tired rhetoric and logic which the digressives used a 
century ago. 37141/z Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 37215-3004 
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Third Annual 
Truth for the World 

Mission Forum 

August 26-28, 1994 

Knight Arnold Church of Christ 
4400 Knight Arnold Road 

Memphis, Tennessee 38118 
(601) 895-9740 

Friday, August 26 
7:00 p.m ........ Mission Reports 
7:30 p.m ........ "The Gospel Is for All" 

Barry Grider 

Saturday, August 27 
9:00 a.m ........ "The Media's Role in Taking the Gospel to All" 

Jim Dearman 
10:00 a.m ........ "The Gospel Is for India" 

Frank Faircloth 
11 :00 a.m ........ "The Gospel Is for the Caribbean" 

Eugene Jenkins 

12:00 p.m ........ Lunch served by the Knight Arnold ladies. 

1:00 p.m ........ Panel Discussion: 
Ed Crookshank, moderator 
Panel of Missionaries 

5:00 p.m ........ Mission Appreciation Dinner 
W F. and Betty Parker- Honorees 
John Grubb, speaker 

7:00 p.m ........ Mission Reports 
7:30 p.m ........ "The Gospel Is for All Races" 

John Shannon 

Sunday, August 28 
9:30 a.m ........ "The Gospel Is for Those in Prison" 

W. F. Parker 
10:30 a.m ........ "The Gospel Is for Botswana" 

Jell Spencer 
6:00 p.m ........ "The Gospel Is for New Zealand" 

Dennis Gresham 

News 
Release 

By E. Claude Gardner 

G eorgia Christian School will reopen in Au
gust 1994. After the school closed last Au
gust because of financial reverses, the 

board of directors began an effort to reopen the 
school which has served the area about 80 years. 

The board of directors asked Dr. E. Claude 
Gardner, retired president of Freed-Hardeman Uni
versity of Henderson, Tenn., to develop a plan 
which he called "Beginning Again." Dr. Gardner 
was named the chancellor of Georgia Christian 
School. Additional board members were selected 
and financial plans developed. Over half of the in
debtedness has now been satisfied, and with the 
present financial campaign underway and with an
ticipated gifts, the board decided on April 15 to be
gin again next August. Leon Black, chairman of the 
board states: "The board gave careful and prayerful 
consideration to the future of Georgia Christian 
School. The decision to offer reopening all grades 
reflected the expressed desire of many supporters in 
the area. We solicit parents, citizens, and our many 
friends to enroll students at once." 

Student recruitment and fund-raising efforts will 
intensify so that immediate plans can be made to 
renovate the building and improve the campus. Dr. 
Gardner, chancellor, states, "On behalf of Georgia 
Christian School we thank hundreds of good friends 
for making gifts to the "Beginning Again" cam
paign. However, our work is not finished. Much 
more remains to be done. We ask that prayers and 
good will continue for GCS. Now that the school 
will be open, we must continue to receive gifts of 
love to pay off the remaining debts and to provide 
the best possible in facilities and equipment for our 
youth. Our young people are our most precious pos-
session." 372 Mill Street 

Henderson, TN 38340 
FF 

August 1994 19 
Firm Foundation 



Five Dogs in the Devil's Pack 
By Allen Webster 

I n the day of Rottweilers, Doberman pinschers, 
German shepherds, and pit bulls, it pays to 
watch for signs. We appreciate owners who 

warn us before we come into harm's way. The Bible 
also says, "Beware of dogs" (Phil 3:2). Though the 
words are the same, the meaning is different. What 
kind of dogs does God tell us to fear? There are five 
dogs in the devil's pack. 

Homosexuals are "dogs" (Deut. 23:17-18). Is
raelites were forbidden to bring the price of a dog 
into the Lord's house. This did not mean they could 
not sell a pet and give the money in the temple the 
next Sabbath. A "dog" was defined as a "sodomite" 
(v. 17). Sodom will always be infamous for homo
sexuality (Gen. 19:1-11). This verse is talking about 
prostitution - heterosexual and homosexual. 
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We must "beware of homosexuals." I know
homophobia. We're stuck in western Judeo-Chris
tian tradition. It's only a "lifestyle choice." It's ge
netic. They can't help it. They're just as moral as 
"straights." The problem is that the God said sod
omy is vile and against nature (Rom. 1:24-27). 

Why should we beware of this group? They are 
trying to take over America. With the help of elected 
officials, they are seeking equal access in the mili
tary and protection under the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. They make their intentions sound above
board, wholesome, and acceptable. But listen to part 
of an editorial written for Gay Community News: 

We shall sodomize your sons, emblems of your 
feeble masculinity, of your shallow dreams and 
vulgar lies. We shall seduce them in your 
schools, in your dormitories, in your gymnasi
ums, in your locker rooms, in your sports are
nas, in your seminaries, in your youth groups, 
in your movie theater bathrooms .... Wherever 
men are together ... Our only God is handsome 
young men (Michael Swift, Feb. 15, 1987). 

Beware of dogs! 
Jesus' attackers were "dogs" (Psa. 22:16). A 

marvelous, prophetic passage about the last hours of 
Jesus' life reads, "For dogs have compassed me: the 
assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they 
pierced my hands and my feet." We can almost see 
that "pack of dogs" ascending Cedron's banks to 
take the innocent Lamb (John 18:1). 

With canine mentality, they felt strong in a 
group (Prov. 11:21; 16:5). What they dared not do 
alone, they attempted with others (Ex. 23:2; 1 Cor. 
15:33). What they feared to do in daylight, they 
were emboldened to try at night (John 3:19). With 
animal-like viciousness, they attacked the Lamb. 

Evil speakers are "dogs" (Psa. 59:6-9). "They 
return at evening: they make a noise like a dog, and 
go around about the city. Behold, they belch out 
with their mouth: swords are in their lips: for who, 
say they, doth hear? But thou, 0 Lord, shalt laugh at 



them." Peter also talks about this variety of "dog": 
But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the 
list of uncleanness, and despise government. 
Presumptuous are they, self willed, they are 
not afraid to speak evil of dignities. Whereas 
angels, which are greater in power and might, 
bring not railing accusation against them be
fore the Lord. But these, as natural brute 
beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak 
evil of the things that they understand not; and 
shall utterly perish in their own corruption ... 
For when they speak great swelling words of 
vanity, they allure through the lusts of the 
flesh, through much wantonness, those that 
were clean escaped from them who live· in er
ror (2 Pet. 2: 10-12, 18). 

Beware of one who would raise his fist to 
heaven and speak evil of the One who made him 
(Psa. 14: 1). Beware of those who with great swell
ing words make fun of Christ's church (Acts 20:28; 
Rom. 16:16), saying, "One church is as good as an
other." Beware of those who speak evil of God's 
shepherds (1 Tim. 5: 19). Beware of speaking evil of 
civil authorities (Rom. 13:1-6). We may disagree 
with their ungodly policies, and say so, but we must 
respect their offices. 

False teachers are "dogs" (Phil 3:2). The Jews 
"hounded" Paul wherever he went to spread the 
gospel. When Paul says, "Beware of dogs," he is 
talking about the Jews. In another passage, false 
teachers are called "wolves" (Acts 20:29). 

False teachers without and within the church are 
"biting and devouring" the flock (Gal. 5: 15). We 
must beware (Rom. 16:17, 18; Gal. 1:6-9)! Preach
ers must be willing to point out error, even in their 
own families, or in their closest circle of friends (2 
Tim. 4: 1-5). Paul rebuked Peter because Peter was 
wrong (Gal. 2: 11 ). Elders must be willing to speak 
out and warn the flock when false teachers are in
vited to the area (Acts 20:28-32; Heb. 13:17). 

Each man must watch carefully that his family is 
being taught the Truth (Eph. 5:25, 28; 6:4). A hus
band who loves his wife and a father who loves his 
children is careful that they are fed only healthy 
food. If they are attending religious services where 
the truth -and all of it - is not taught, he needs to 
make a move to where they can receive such train
ing (even in spite of social ties). 

Backsliders are "dogs" (2 Pet. 2:22). After one 

tastes the "heavenly gift" and the "good word of 
God" (Heb. 6:4-5), he may still tum from it to feast 
upon the contaminated, rotten food on the devil's 
table. Such is referred to as a dog that turns "to his 
own vomit again." How disgusting! 

Beware of backsliders. Help, warn, and encour
age them (Gal. 6: 1-2), but do not let their lukewann
ness cool your zeal for serving God. Because pun
ishment is not immediate, a tendency exists to think 
that it must not be so bad to quit worshiping and 
serving God. Beware! God does not settle all his ac
counts on the day of transaction. But he will settle 
them. Don't associate with backsliders and let them 
pull you away from God. 

When you see a "Beware of Dog" sign, remem
ber these divine admonitions. Despite what the 
movie said, "All dogs don't go to heaven." In fact, 
the opposite is true, for all "dogs" are outside the 
pearly gates (Rev. 22: 15). Let us all labor to go 
where there are no "Beware of the Dog" signs. 
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Tonight I Am ~ry Sad 
By Elton Holden 

T here is a sadness that permeates my every 
thought tonight. Today I went to the home of 
an old acquaintance (I have known him for 

about 30 years), who is not only old, but he is seri
ously ill and cannot live on this earth much longer. 

"No, I can't say that I ever do," was his reply, 
and then he went to sleep. 

My friend has known the truth of the gospel of 
Christ for much longer than the approximately 30 
years I have known him, but he has never taken any 
action to put his soul among the saved instead of 
among the lost. I have known several Christians 
who have tried to talk to him about his lost condi
tion, but to no avail. 

What more can anyone say. He knows the "an
gel of his power in flaming fire" will render "ven
geance to them that know not God, and to them that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall 
suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the 
face of the Lord and from the glory of his might" (1 
Thess. 1:7-9). He knows of that pearly white city 
that contains the throne of our God. 

But despite his knowledge, he will not act. 
Why? 

2964 Greenwood Dr. 
Today I asked him, "Do you ever think of obey

ing the gospel and becoming a Christian?" 
San Pablo, CA 94806-3242 
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Hartsville Pike 1994 Lectureship 
"Your Morals Are Showing" 

August 26·28, 1994 

Friday, August 26 
7:00 p.m .......... Sexual Views and God's Word - What the Bible says about homosexuality 

adultery, fornication, and the proper view ...................................................................... Curtis Cates, Director, Memphis School of Preaching 
8:00 p.m .......... The Body as the Temple of God - What the Bible says about alcohol, 

illicit drugs, and care of the body ................................................................................... Garland Elkins, Dean, Memphis School of PreRCbing. 
Saturday, August 27 

8:30 a.m ........... Registration 
9:00 a.m ........... Moral Issues and the Youth of Today - How modern views 

of morals are affecting our youth .......................................................................................................... Jerry Burchett, Minister, Bethpage, Tenn. 
10:00 a.m ........... Sex Education and Our Youth- The where, when, and how 

on educating our youth on the subject of seL .................................................................... David Upe, Professor, Freed·Hardeman University 
11:00 a.m ........... Morals and Their Effect on the Family Today - How modem views 

of morals are affecting the families of today ........................................................................ John Miller, Minister, Tusculum Church of Christ 
12:00 Noon ....... Lunch 

1:00 p.m .......... Family Education Toward Good Moral Values -What we can do to equip our families 
with good moral values ......................................................................................................................... James Watkins, Minister, Lewisburg, Tenn. 

2:00 p.m .......... Our Nation and Recent Trends in Moral Decline -The effect moral decline is having 
on our nation and its future ...................................................................................................... Winford Claiborne, Minister, Fayetteville, Tenn. 

Sunday, August 28 
9:00 a.m ........... Our Bible School And Churc:h Leadership Face Moral Issues -

What our Bible teachers and leadership can do to teach moral values ........................................ Don McWhorter, Evangelist, Fayette, Ala. 
10:00 a.m ........... What the Church Can Do to Face the Moral Issues of Today - What the local 

congregation can do to cope with modern views of morals ............................................................ Don McWhorter, Evangelist, Fayette, Ala. 
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Encouragement or Indictment? 
By David W. Nance 

A positive, well-written article is always 
pleasant to read. All who face the trials of 
sin need encouragement. Yet, some among us 

write these pleasant, positive, encouraging articles 
with a stiletto rather than a stylus. 

In a recent article entitled "Heard Any Com
plaints Lately?" brother Jim Hackney attempts to 
encourage and strengthen his readers against the all
too-common grumbling and complaining they face. 
We all need to be strengthened in the face of arm
chair critics who do nothing, who are pleased with 
nothing. 

However, Hackney's stab was not aimed at arm
chair, do-nothing, care-nothing critics. It was aimed 
at those who have spent a life-time building the 
kingdom of God in the image of the biblical pattern. 
It was aimed at those who criticize the left wingers 
among us for destroying works which took years to 
build. (It might be added that membership of the 
church where brother Hackney preaches has de
clined by nearly one-half during his double-digit 
tenure.) His thrust is effective, and his blade is 
sharp. 

Despite his loving words of unity and together
ness, his article shows that the true liberal intent is to 
excise the body of the cancer of conservatism (as 
they see it). He proudly calls himself and those like 
him "change agents." The "change agents" need to 
be aware that their conservative critics fall under the 
condemnation of Scripture for their grumbling and 
complaining. 

His pen says we who contend for the pattern 
"will leave the church and seek another congrega
tion that looks and feels more like Egypt." He could 
not help but "marvel at a God who would allow his 
chosen people to revel again and again." Could his 
words be more clear? 

Those on the left consider themselves the saved, 
and the saviors of the church. They consider us not 
only a drag on their progress, but actively sinning 

for advocating the old way. What happened to their 
inclusiveness? Where is their irenic spirit of peace 
and harmony among those who disagree? Brother 
Hackney's article shows the true colors of the liberal 
banner: Go with us or go to hell. Was it not they who 
accused us of saying that everyone else is going to 
hell? 

This is more that a case of the legs of the lame 
being unequal. This is a case of "my way or the 
highway", of the venomous attitude and sectarian 
spirit which fills the ecumenists. They masquerade 
as advocates of unity and non-sectarianism. Yet, 
Hackney's sectarianism is blatant; his exclusivism is 
obvious. He encourages his fellow "change agents" 
by noting that "No matter how painful the process 
of purging is, it may be crucial to freedom and the 
development of God's people." 

Now you know. If you hold to the pattern, if you 
worship in prayer, song, communion, giving and 
study, if you believe that all members of the church 
have been immersed to become Christians then you 
will have to be purged. You are grumbling and mur
muring. Your bodies will be left in the wilderness to 
rot for the hardness of your heart. How, oh how, can 
such liberal thoughts be published in a liberal paper 
by a liberal author? 

Hackney's article shows liberals to be what they 
are. They are for freedom, not of conscience, but 
from biblical rule and restraint. We ought not be sur
prised that they use their freedom in order to "bite 
and devour." Hackney's characterization of us as 
Egypt-bound is first cousin to the Boston church 
implying that we are "the rebellious" by calling 
themselves "the remnant." At least the Boston 
church admits its exclusivism. The liberals admit 
nothing, especially not their hypocrisy. 

Hinesville Church of Christ 
P.O. Box564 

Hinesville, GA 31313 
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everal have commented favorably on our 
"fun word test" in the May issue. This in
spires us to ventilate still another round of 

this frivolity. (For those of you who don't think it's 
funny, we promise to desist after this exposure
unless the public demands that we continue.) Bear 
in mind this is tongue in cheek. 

Announcements 
OThe third annual Truth for the World Mission 

Forum will be held August 26-28. Ten speakers 
from five nations will present lessons on the theme 
''The Gospel Is for All." The forum is sponsored by 
the Knight Arnold Church of Christ meeting at 4400 
Knight Arnold Road, Memphis, Tenn. Please call 
(601) 895-9740 for details. 

Available 
0 After nine years as chairman of the Bible de

partment at Faulkner University, Montgomery, Ala., 
Wendell Winkler has resigned. He will dedicate his 
time to gospel meetings and writing. He was in full
time evangelistic work before going to Faulkner. He 
will return to the university to teach one seminar 
course each semester. Contact him at P.O. Box 
241312, Montgomery, AL 36124. 

Test 

• Which of the following words can be defined 
as "Shadowy; done under the cover of darkness; 
concealed? 

A. Voluminous 
B. Propitious 
C. Penumbral 
Answer: C - as in: ACU seeks ways, open and 

penumbral, to move the church away from the old 
paths, but mostly penumbral. 

• Which of the following words can be defined 
as "vomit-inducing"? 

A: Emetic 
B: Vulgar 
C: Eclectic 
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Answer: A - as in: Carroll D. Osburn's book, 
The Peaceable Kingdom, is emetic. Come to think 
of it so is ACU - as in "So then because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mouth." 

• Which of the following words can be defined 
as "a strongly and often intemperately condemna
tory utterance,· defamatory or calumnious lan
guage; a.busive or slanderous reprehension"? 

A: Obloquy 
B: Manumission 
C: Imposture 
Answer: A- as in: The rank liberalism of Os

burn, Allen, Tippens, Money, Shelly, Harris, and 
Hazelip deserves terrible obloquy. 

• Which of the following words can be defined 
as "one whose knowledge or learning is superficial; 
a pretender to scholarship"? 

A: Tort-feasor 
B: Sciolist (' "l.\ ;) :-,: i .. r 

C: Quietus 
Answer: B - as in: Doctor Osburn, I don't be

lieve you. You are an unaccomplished fake. An aca
demic sciolist. 

Lesbian Report 
fl Roberta Achtenberg, assistant secretary for 

fair housing, Department of Housing and Urban De
velopment, in San Francisco's 1992 Gay Pride Pa
rade rode in a convertible kissing and embracing her 
girlfriend, San Francisco Municipal Court Judge, 
Mary Morgan, while Judge Morgan's 7-year-old 
son was in the car. The convertible was decorated 
with a sign reading "Celebrating Family Values." 

As a member of the San Francisco Board of Su
pervisors Roberta took action against the Boy 
Scouts of America for their policy of barring homo
sexuals as scoutmasters. She opposed efforts by 
then-Mayor Dianne Feinstein and city health offi
cials to close gay bath houses to stem the AIDS 
epidemic. And she obtained city funding for a 



recreation and counseling center for homosexual 
youth (American Spectator, Nov. 1993). 

Bias and Bigotry 

0 Federal fair-housing probes, says the Wash
ington Times, have prompted Yellow Pages' pub
lishers to start stripping religious symbols from ads 
for church-affiliated nursing homes, saying the 
icons convey discrimination. 

0 U.S. West, which produces 300 Yellow Pages 
directories in 14 states, has begun in 1994-95 pub
lishing cycle by asking two nursing homes in Min
nesota to delete Christian symbols form their ads. 

The initiative comes from the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development's fair-housing di
vision headed by ... Roberta Achtenberg. 

More Queer Behavior 

OThe Jan. 23, 1993 issue of Human Events gave 
excerpts from a speech the secretary of health and 
human services delivered at the University of Chi
cago on Nov. 15, 1991. Shalala used the speech to 
describe an ideal world of the future, as seen 
through the eyes of "Renata," a typical 4-year-old 
student in 2004: 

Renata doesn't know any moms who don't 
work, but she knows lots of moms who are 
single. She knows some children who only live 
with their dads, and children who have two 
dads .... 

After the kindergarten class is over Renata 
goes to a small day-care center operated by a 
neighbor who takes care of five children in her 
home .... Sometimes she (Renata) and her best 
friend, Josh, play trucks; sometimes they play 
marbles; sometimes they play mommy and 
daddy, and Josh always puts the baby to bed 
and changes the diapers, just like his own dad 
does at home. 

At Thanksgiving time, Renata's teacher 
will tell a story about how people from Europe 
came to the Upited States, where the Indians 
lived. She will say, "It was just the same as if 
someone had come into your yard and taken all 
your toys and told you they weren't yours any
more. 

Shalala finished her speech saying that these 
things would come to pass because "we made it our 
top priority in our communities and in our Con
gress." 

When Shalala was chancellor of the University 

of Wisconsin, she championed a ban on language 
that would be "demeaning" to any "race, sex, reli
gion, color, creed, disability, sexual orientation, na
tional ancestry or age." 

Safe Sex Test 

0 A survey of homosexual men in Philadelphia, 
according to Human Events (May 13, 1994), has 
found that despite the blitz of "safe-sex" education 
and awareness programs that officials like Surgeon 
General J oycelyn Elders believe are the answer to 
the spread of AIDS, a third of gay men sometimes 
do not use condoms during anal intercourse - the 
sexual practice that puts them most at risk for con
tracting AIDS .... The survey found that most of 
those who admitted that they did not always practice 
"safe sex" did know a lot about the AIDS virus and 
that they subjected themselves to increased risk 
when practicing unprotected anal sex. . .. Most re
spondents had not been tested for AIDS because 
they didn't want to know whether they were in
fected ... they feared getting kicked out of school, 
being fired, or being denied medical insurance. 

National Endowment for the Arts 
OThe NEA subsidized a "performance artist" 

whose on-stage "work" consists of using a scalpel to 
carve various designs into the skin of an assistant, 

10th Annual 
Robertson County Lectureship 

-Labor Day Weekend
September 2-5, 1994 

Friday night through Monday night 

"Back to the Basics" 
23 sessions- one Open Forum 
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J. E. Choate 
Wayne Coats 
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Virgil Hale 
Glenn Jobe 
Dub McClish 
Roy McConnell 
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John Shannon 
Leon Stancliff 
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drenching numerous paper towels in the resulting 
blood, clipping the towels on clotheslines and then 
hoisting them over the heads of the audience. 

The artist-genius, Ron Athey, trumpets his HIV
positive status, and in another part of his stage per
formance, he allows assistants to pierce his scalp 
and arms with dozens of acupuncture needles. 

This horror is made possible by use of United 
States' tax money- your money! 

Gambling 
0 It has been less than 10 years since Deadwood, 

S.D., opened a state casino, and already the town 
has seen an increase in serious crimes of 7 5 percent 
and a rise in child abuse of 42 percent. Attorney 
Tom Heffelfinger told the Minneapolis Star-Tri
bune, six years after Minnesota approved casino 
gambling, "I don't think anybody anticipated the 
level of theft that would be occurring because some 
people are addicted to gambling." Federal cases in
volve bank and savings and loan thefts. The County 
Criminal Justice system handles petty theft, felony 
embezzlements, and hot checks that follow in the 
wake of gambling. 

A Las Vegas man said, "When ... working in 
pawn shops I saw the devastation. People were al
ways getting money to gamble or to pay ... bills after 
gambling .... Half the people who frequent pawn 
shops [Las Vegas] are looking for money to replace 
gambling money, money they've already lost." 

Gamblers need to understand TANSTAAFL -
[There Ain't No Such Thing as a Free Lunch]. 

OThe June 1994 issue of Reader's Digest re
ports a "40-year-old logger from Fairburn, S.D., lost 
more than $26,000 playing the slot machines in 
Deadwood - including $11,000 borrowed from his 
mother. He told her the money was ... to pay bills .... 
In November 1991, he wrote $4,200 in bad checks 
to casinos, landing him behind bars for six months." 
The logger commented, "This is something I 
brought on myself .... Spending a month up there is 
going to take me four to six years to recover from." 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 

Postage Appreciated 
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0 Descamps said that a gambler is "one who be
gins by being a dupe and ends by being a rascal." 
Another said, "A gambler is one who always loses. 
He loses money, dignity, and time. And if he wins, 
he weaves a spider's web round himself." "Gam
bling is a disease of barbarians superficially civi
lized." Mizner said that "gambling is a sure way of 
getting nothing for something." 

Sneaky Redskins 
OWant to open a casino and resort hotel fi

nanced exclusively by state and federal moneys? 
It's easy. Just get a group of friends together, claim 
to be the only living descendants of an obscure In
dian tribe (make sure the tribe actually lived in your 
neck of the woods), and begin filing land-claim 
suits accusing various towns and cities of appropri
ating lands rightfully belonging to your tribe. The 
Golden Hill Paugussetts have been doing this in 
Connecticut since 1992, and it looks as if they've fi
nally hit the jackpot. In exchange for dropping their 
suit against the city of Waterbury, the "tribe" will 
receive land for a casino, resort hotel, museum, 
bingo hall, and tribal village. While admitting that 
most of the lawsuits were financed by out-of-state 
investors interested in opening a casino in the 
Bridgeport area, Chief Quiet Hawk, otherwise 
known as Aurelius H. Piper Jr., insists that the tribe 
wants only to win back ancestral lands (National 
Review, Apr. 4, 1994). 

Court Decision 
OMay 5, the New York Court of Appeals struck 

down the rather creative, if not absolutely perverse, 
lower court ruling that abortions should be consid
ered prenatal care and be funded by New York 
State's Prenatal Care Program. The plaintiffs had 
won two cases by arguing that funding prenatal care 
and not abortion discriminated against the women 
serviced by P-CAP who wanted to choose abortion 
as part of their care (Human Events, May 13). 

Joycelyn 
$America's surgeon general, Joycelyn Elders, 

asserted that "homosexuality is good ... healthy ... 
normal." Family Research Council surveyed ran
domly selected adults in September 1993, and found 
that by a margin of76 percent to 19 percent Ameri
cans would rather live in a place "that strongly 



upholds traditional family values" than a place "that 
is very tolerant of non-traditional lifestyles. In addi
tion, 71 percent of Americans "disagree" with the 
proposition that school children should be taught 
that homosexual behavior is normal. The Republi
can National Committee polled 130,000 Republi
cans and a whopping 93 percent were found to "op
pose" having the public schools teach "that homo
sexuality is an acceptable alternative lifestyle." 

Health and Religion 
ODr. Julian Whitaker cites many studies, espe

cially a new one from Purdue University, that report 
religion makes you healthier. The question is why? 
The researchers offered four possible explanations: 

Religious people tend to avoid health destruc
tive behaviors like using drugs and alcohol. 

Religious activity provides us with a social net
work for coping and support that is quite different 
from the secular network. 

Faith activates a special meaning and value sys
tem to help us make sense of our lives. 

Religious practices may modify our perceptions 
of the stress associated with physical suffering and 
give us hope. 

Dr. Whitaker says, "I myself believe the obvi
ous: Religion gives us the framework for expressing 
our spiritual nature. When your spiritual side is 
nourished and cultivated, your physical health im
proves. I do not know why this occurs. I can report 
to you that people who do pray and regularly par
ticipate in their religions are healthier." 

Fannie Mae 
OThe Federal National Mortgage Association 

-commonly called Fannie Mae- is a publicly 
traded stock corporation, but taxpayers guarantee 
that Fannie Mae cannot go broke. The company en
joys a multi-billion-dollar line of credit from the 
United States Treasury. 

Get ready! 
Taxpayer-backed Fannie Mae contributed 

$12,500 to Planned Parenthood, the nations leading 
operator of abortion clinics. Like it or not your tax 
money is subsidizing the murder of babies in the 
womb. 

Seen on a T-Shirt 
O"That government is best which governs 

least," President Thomas Jefferson. 
0 "These honored dead shall not have died in 

vain," President Abraham Lincoln. 
O"Ask, rather, what you can do for your coun

try," President John F. Kennedy. 
O''The only thing we have to fear is fear itself," 

President Franklin Roosevelt. 
O"Bimbos? What bimbos?" President Bill 

Clinton. 

Evolution 
OElizabeth Pennisi, Science News, Vol. 145 

(Mar. 12, 1994) makes the amazing announcement 
that pond scum is the same now as it was billions of 
years ago. The article asserts this proves evolution 
from pond scum· to humans. The molecular biolo
gists who discovered this "scientific fact" would 
have to examine pond scum that is many, many bil
lions of years old to know that it is the same as mod
ern pond scum. Question: Where, oh where, did 
they ·get that multibillion-year-old pond scum? J. 
William Schopf, a paleobiologist at the University 
of California, admits "that appearances can deceive. 
These bacteria could have kept their general struc
ture and yet evolved into very different organisms 
biochemically." But he doesn't think so. 

The whole thing is one gigantic, unsupported 
guess - and that is true of much - most - of the 
speculation about evolution accounting for the ori
gin of humans. It makes much more sense to simply 
say, "In the beginning God." Fp 
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Worth Repeating 
Compiled by Paul Sain 

Responses Every Service 

Most brethren are not aware of it, and yet we 
have responses every Sunday. These re
sponses may not be visible, but it does not 

erase the fact that responses follow every gospel 
sermon. If there are 100 accountable people present, 
there are 100 responses to that particular lesson. 

Some respond by making a personal commit
ment to God to improve their lives. The sermon they 
hear motivates these individuals to see their weak
nesses and, as a result, they are determined to repent 
and do better. 

Others respond by getting angry. Remember the 
mob when Stephen proclaimed the truth (Acts 7:54-
60)? Do you react in anger when the truth "hits 
home" with you? 

Some try to ignore the message. They simply do 
their best to put truth out of their mind. Such people 
do much harm to their soul each time they fail to re
spond to God in an obedient way. 

A few respond by acting in an immature manner. 
I do not have reference just to the little children and 
teenagers. They may write notes, giggle, or talk dur
ing or after the sermon. 

Others make fun of the message. When they do 
this they do not actually mock the messenger, but 
the inspired message. How foolish to act this way. 

Many respond by saying, "No, I will not become 
a Christian. As an erring member, I refuse to come 
back to God and repent. I will not do what God 
would have me to do." 

In case you find a mistake in this 
issue, please consider it put there for 

a purpose. We strive to publish 
something for everyone. 

About the only exercise some folks take is jumping 
to conclusions. 

Send material to be considered for "Worth Repeating" to 
Paul Sain • 544 E. Madison· Pulaski, TN 38478-7411 
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A few respond with doubt. They are not sure of 
what they have heard. They need further study so 
faith will be realized, rather than doubts. 

Others respond by being offended. They hear 
what they need to hear (the truth hurts sometimes), 
and as a result they go away with hurt feelings. 

Some respond in an obedient way. Non-Chris
tians repent and are baptized for the forgiveness of 
sins (Acts 2:38), and erring brethren repent and ask 
for the congregation's prayers. 

Jesus said, "If any man have ears to hear, let him 
hear" (Mark 7: 16). "For what shall it profit a man, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?" (Mark 8:36-37). 

How do you respond to Bible preaching? 
• Bubba Phillips, El Paso, TX, via The Contender 

Happiness in Marriage 
It is never being too old to hold hands. 
It is remembering to say, "I love you" at least 

once a day. 
It is never going to sleep angry. 
It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the 

whole family. 
It is at no time taking the other for granted. 
The courtship should not end with the honey

moon. 
It should continue through all the years. It is do

ing things for each other, not in the attitude of duty 
or service, but in the spirit of joy. It is speaking 
words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude 
in thoughtful ways. 

It is not expecting the husband to wear a halo or 
the wife to have the wings of an angel. 

It is not looking for perfection in each other. 
It is having the capacity to forgive and forget. It 

is a common search for the good and beautiful. 
via Hobbs Street bulletin, Athens, AL 
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Cotham -s Comments 
---By Perry B. Cotham---

disciples. 

The observance of the Lord's 
Supper on each Lord's 
Day is one of the identifying 

marks of the true church. The 
Lord's Supper was instituted by 
Christ at the last Passover observed 
under the Law of Moses with his 

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the dis
ciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And 
he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, Drink ye all of it; for this is my 
blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins. But I say unto 
you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of 
the vine, until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father's kingdom (Matt. 
26:26-29; cf. Mark 14:22:25; Luke 22: 19-20). 

Paul instructed the Christians at Corinth in the 
proper manner of observing this memorial feast: 

For I have received of the Lord that which also 
I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the 
same night in which he was betrayed took 
bread: and when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and said, Take, eat; this is my body, which is 
broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. 
After the same manner also he took the cup, 
when he had supped, saying, This cup is the 
New Testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft 
as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do show the Lord's death till he come. Where
fore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink 
this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord (1 Cor. 
11 :23-27). 

Some contend that when Christ said, "This is my 
body," and "This is my blood," that the bread and 
the fruit of the vine became the body and blood of 
Christ. Not so. When Christ said, "I am the vine, ye 
are the branches" (John 15:5), he did not teach that 
he was a literal vine and his disciples literal 
branches. When the disciples ate, they ate bread and 

not flesh. And when they drank of the "cup" they 
drank the "fruit of the vine" and not the literal blood 
of Christ. 

The purpose and significance of the Lord's Sup
per is commemorative. "This do in remembrance of 
me." Do it in memory of Christ. The world builds 
monuments to her great men of the most durable 
material, but finally they are destroyed. Not so of 
the Lord's Supper; it has endured almost 2000 
years. 

The communion service ( 1 Cor. 10: 16) is also 
declarative. "Ye proclaim the Lord's death till he 
come." In its observance we look backward and 
proclaim the fact of his death; and in its observance 
we look forward to his coming again, and proclaim 
our faith in the certainty of that glorious event. 

Each member of the church should "examine 
himself' and partake of the Supper in a worthy man
ner, "For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily (in 
an unworthy manner) eateth and drinketh damna
tion to himself, not discerning the Lord's body" (1 
Cor. 11 :29). Therefore, let every person examine 
himself and so let him eat. None should eat in a 
light, flippant way. 

Since the Lord's table is in the Lord's kingdom 
(Luke 22:29-30), only those who are in the king
dom, the church, have the right to partake of the 
Lord's Supper. 

The Lord's Supper is observed on the Lord's 
Day (Rev. 1: 10). The disciples met on the first day 
of the week (Heb. 10:25). The church at Troas regu
larly met on the first day of the week to break bread. 
"And upon the first day of the week, when the dis
ciples came together to break bread" (Acts 20:7). 

The purpose and the day are plainly stated here. 
When Jesus said, "This do in remembrance of me" it 
means for Christians not to forsake the assembling 
of ourselves together (Heb. 10:25). Lest we forget. 
Lest we forget. 1814 Santa Cruz 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
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Traveling? 
Visit these congregations. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ. 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808'. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Davidson. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ. 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home of the Northwest Firm Foundatlon Lee· 
tureship. 

-North Carolina-
Finn Foundation Ad Department 

P.O. Box 210876 
Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

minister. Rocky Mount -Church of Christ. 1040 Hill St. 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ. 1811 Sun. 10• 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-
7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Alaska-

N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr .• P.O. Box 91735, Jacksonvllle - Lake Forest Church of Christ. 950 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344- Edgewood Ave. West. 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
6715 or R.C. Raymer 3??:~~74. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ. 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 
274-6801. Home or Western Ohio Valley Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Greater Lakeland _ 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson AFB., 
456-4921. McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 

-Arkansas- Home or Florida School or Preaching. minister. (513) 878-1162. 

Orlando· Winter Park - South Seminole Church -Oklahoma-Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ. 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett. preacher, 
(501) 932-4328. 

of Christ. 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Brad Poe, minister. Christ. 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
(407) 657-0657. 10 a.m., 5 p.m .• Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 

- California - Plant City - Springhead Church of Christ. 1402 
Modesto _ 416 w. Whitmore at Carol Ln .• Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m .• 

5 S 9 30 10 30 6 Wed 7 Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754-9 351. un. : , : a.m., p.m., . p.m. 
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor or West Coast Firm 1776 or 754-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 

Foundation Lectureship. Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 
p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
San Bernardino - Uptown Church of Christ. p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 
3630 N. ''E" St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Cal1883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, minister, 
883-5232. 

-Georgia-

minister. 787-5814. 

-Pennsylvania
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ. 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m.. 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bob Eddy, minister. (215) 
326-4028. Home or Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Firm Foundation Lectureship. 

-South Carolina-
Greer- Greer Church of Christ. 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft. minister. (803) 

AUanta - Avondale Church of Christ. 4017 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 
Memorial Drive., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 
1-285). 

San Lorenzo- 977 Grant Ave. at Washington, 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m., (415) 276-4693, Joe Gilmore, minister. 
Sponsor or West Coast Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. Byron - 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 49 

(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. Camper 
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Noah (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor or 
West Coast Firm Foundation Lectureship. -Indiana-
Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277· Evansville- West Side Church of Christ. 3232 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
ti • d s 10 11 6 W d 7 Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 
nen s. un. • a.m., p.m., e . p.m. W d 6 30 Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. p.m., e · : p.m. 

C central 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

-Minnesota-

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184,722-1871. 

-Missouri-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ. 
SOl McBrien Rd .• 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9:00, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foundlldon 
Lectureship. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ. 4400 
Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M .• 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, 
minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Robertson County 
Church or Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Abilene- Eastside Church of Christ. 805 N. Judge 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ. comer of Branson - Church of Christ. 307 Seventh St., Ely. 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is our 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, minister. 824-7040. 334-3866, 334-3757. pattern. 
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Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 c L A s s 
N.Highway146.(713)422-2935or424-7823.Sun. I F I E D 
9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith.'' 

Denton- Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. • •••• 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ on 
Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Darren Conley, preacher. 
(210) 494-2499. 

Waco- Columbus Avenue Church of Christ, 1525 
Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:3 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especiany to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is accepted in 
keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. 
Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to 
the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first or the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted Home SchooUng: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 

Small congregation, so members, seeks full-time Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
preacher. House, utilities and salary provided. Send Train" newsletter. 
resum6 and salary requirements to Church of Christ, ---------------
P.O. Box 482, Pilot Point, TX 76258. Book - A mathematician looks at the threefold 

prophecy of Joel 2:28-32 and the transition period 
from the old to the new covenant. Includes a fresh 
look at the Holy Spirit. Seventy-two pages with chart. 
$3.00 per copy plus shipping. Discount for quantity 
purchases. Order from Biblical Publishing, 1300 
Terminal Dr., Carlsbad, NM 88220. (505) 887-2044. 
Fax 505-885-6976. 

Evangelist wanted: Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
Pottstown, Pa. (Host congregation of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Firm Foundation Lectureship.) 
Congregation of 75 members needs sound gospel 
preacher. House provided, salary, utilities, and 
benefits negotiable. Send resum6 with references 
and sennon tape to Charles Smith, 1344 S. Keirn 
St., Pottstown, PA 19464. 

For Sale 
Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of 
New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, 
CA 92324. 

Free sample copy of tract for personal evangelism: 
"Will all People Be Saved?" by Raymond T. Exum. 
Send long, self-addressed stamped envelope to Exum 
Press, P.O. Box 973, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0973. 

Pews, 12-12' long, hardwood. Good condition. Very 
reasonable price. Call Jr. Mace, Rona Church of 
Christ, Rolla, MO (314) 341-2418. 

Miscellaneous 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth group. 752- Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
9636. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 

The ''Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An 
easy. enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
in your congregation. Elders or church leaders 
write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 
Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. -Virginia-

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. 
(703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-
7777. 

Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~ mile S. I-81 & I-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 637-
4244: (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 555 N. 
Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m .• 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, 
672-3097. 

159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994) - $17.50 
Rightly Dividing the Word, Vol. 1- $12.50, Rightly 
Dividing the Word, Vol. II- $16.50 or set for 
$27.00. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(21 0) 696-5532. 

Church of 
Christ 

FUNERAL 
SONGS 

_r:j TOU. FREE NATIONWIDE 
1-800-654-5918 

48 SONGS • AVAILABLE ON 
COMPACT DISCS AND CASSE1TE 

-Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Rrm Foundation reserves the right to accept or refuse any 
offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We try 
to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we announce this 
policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The Firm Foundation reta~ns the privf;. 
lege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $50 for a full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for 
anything under a half-page. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you 
would like to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply with 
our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the · 
paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 
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-nrm Foundation Book Sale-
Save 20% off the listed price! 

Firm Foundation Lecture Books 
• The Firm Foundation of God Standeth .... $14.00 •Joshua ...................................................... $14.00 
• Luke .......................................................... $15.00 • Jeremiah. Vol. 1 ........................................ $14.00 
• John .......................................................... $16.00 • Jeremiah. Vol. 2 ........................................ $20.00 

Other Books 
• What the Bible Teaches (Vol. 2). Leslie G. Thomas .............................................. $5.00 
• The Nature of Things to Come. Stanley Sayers .................................................... $3.50 
• That They May All Be One. Elbridge B. Linn ......................................................... $4.00 
•Is Baptism Essential to Salvation?. Jerry Moffitt ................................................... $3.50 
• The Man Who Has Faith. Winfred Clark and Wayne Dunnaway ••...•.....•••••.........• $4.00 
• The Way to Get What You Want. W. M. Davis ...................................................... $3.50 
•1 01 Sermon Outlines. Frank L. Cox .............•......•..........•..................•.............•••... $4.50 
• According to Luke. Frank L. Cox .....•..........•...............•............••...............•...........• $3.50 
• Church Administration. Handbook for Leaders. Walter Adams ............................. $3.00 
• Functioning Leadership in the Church. Charles Moore ......................................... $3.00 
• He Lifted Me. (Class Studies) Mrs. Hallie Kellogg ................................................. $3.50 
• My Triumphant Life. Harvey Childress ................................................................... $2.50 
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We will bill you 20% off the listed price plus shipping and handling costs. 
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Authority 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Anarchy is avoided when men act within au
thorized parameters. This is apparent in all 
areas of life. If a physician orders medication 

to manage a patient's pain, and his nurse quadruples 
the dose, death is likely. Even amidst the chaos of 
war, proper authorization is necessary. If a field 
commander directs his troops to go where they have 
no permission to be, their own comrades may shoot 
them. Mayhem occurs when drivers disregard traf
fic lights, or travel north in lanes of roadway autho
rized to carry only southbound traffic. 

Unauthorized actions bring negative conse
quences, sometimes as the natural result of improper 
conduct, and sometimes as punitive sanctions im
posed by society. Ultimately God will bring sanc
tions to bear upon the impenitent. A universal stan
dard of religious authority is urgently needed. Mate
rial concerns pale in comparison to the question of 
religious authority. One's religious authorization de
termines the destiny of his soul; a single soul is 
worth more than the whole world (Matt. 15:14). 

All Authority Inheres in God 
Divine authority is asserted in the first statement of 
Scripture: "In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth" (Gen. 1: 1). Creation confirms God's 
absolute sovereignty. His expression of authority 
encompassed every aspect of existence, and every 
order of being: heavenly beings, the still unformed 

elements, order, life, instincts, principles, morals, 
conduct, and destiny. He is the source of all author
ity - eternal, omnipotent, omnipresent, and omni
scient (Psa. 90: 1-2). He called himself "I Am" (Ex. 
3: 14) and identified himself as "the almighty God" 
(Gen. 17: 1). 

The Omnipotent One delegated authority to in
stitutions and individuals. Each must function with
in authorized limits. He authorized the institution of 
marriage and placed the man over his wife and chil
dren (Gen. 2:18-25; Eph. 5:22-6:4). He authorized 
governments to establish justice, reward the right
eous, and punish the wicked. God regulated religion 
with the same precision as other institutions. Ini
tially family heads received instruction directly 
from the Lord, and the Patriarchs served as priests 
representing their households to God. Israel was 
chosen to bring the Messiah into the world; and God 
gave them a national covenant that was to be sup
planted by a new covenant in due time (Deut. 5:2-3; 
Jer. 31:31-34). When the Messiah arrived, all au
thority was passed to him (Matt. 28: 18). 

The Lord is "Emmanuel, which being inter
preted is God with us" (Matt. 1 :23). He boldly 
asserted authority to speak the truth and reveal 
the Father (Matt. 11: 17), to lead men to God (John 
14:4), and he claimed "authority over all flesh" 
(John 17:1 -2 ASV). Additionally, Jesus claimed 

(continued on page 9) 
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Editorial 

What Difference 
Does It Make? 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Carroll D. Osburn's book, The Peace
able Kingdom, and the reaction to our 
comments on that book by officials of 

Abilene Christian University make it is neces
sary to discuss the importance of the Bible doc
trine of verbal inspiration. A companion sub
ject is the inerrancy of the Bible. Some say the 
Bible has mistakes in it while others say it is 

true from cover to cover and, therefore, error free. Which is it? 
Does it make a difference? If so, why? 

The question that must be resolved is not whether the Bible is 
inspired, but the character and extent of inspiration. Inspiration 
and inerrancy cannot be separated. To separate them results in 
meaninglessness. The Bible is either inerrant because it is in
spired in its words, or it is no better in quality than any other 
book. 

We are not unaware of the alleged contradictions that enemies 
of emphatic and uncompromising Christian faith offer. We stand 
ready to examine each supposed discrepancy as it is presented 
and to demonstrate its feebleness. In this treatise we shall not un
dertake to anticipate the objections that may be offered. We 
merely give notice that we know the objections and are persuaded 
they are worthless. 

A book verbally inspired by infinite intelligence (God) can
not assert what is n~ true. If t.I1e .. Bible is verbally inspired, one 
book in the Bible cannot contradict another. It is either all true or 
it is not true at all. If we are to maintain any view of inspiration, it 
must be the Bible view. 

The converse is also true. If the Bible is not inspired in its 
words, we cannot claim that it is error free. If the choice of words 
in which to transmit the message was left to unaided finite (hu
man) wisdom, then the possibility of mistakes in the document 
cannot be denied. Verbal inspiration and inerrancy are insepa
rable. If the Bible is verbally inspired by an all-wise God, it con
tains no errors. If the Bible is not verbally inspired by deity, it 
may and probably does have blunders in it. 

If we make any claim for the inspiration of the Bible, it must 
be the claim the Bible makes for itself. If we are to defend any 



level of inspiration, it must be the level the writers of the Bible 
insisted upon. What do the Scriptures say? Is the Bible inspired in 
its words, or were the writers left to their own imagination and 
ingenuity in deciding how to say what God told them to say? 

The insightful John William McGarvey had some things to 
say on this subject. His comments are unanswerable. No one 
could refute him in his day, and no man since his day can dis
credit his logic. McGarvey wrote: 

The trouble with all these loose thinkers on the subject of 
inspiration is that they totally disregard the statements of the 
subject found in the Scriptures themselves. It might sober the 
minds of many of them if they would read, study and inwardly 
digest the following statement by the apostle Paul: 

'Things which eye saw not, and ear heard not, And which 
entered not into the heart of man, Whatsoever things God pre
pared for them that love him. But unto us God revealed them 
through the Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God. For who among men ,knoweth the things 
of a man, save the spirit of the man, which is in him? even 
so the things of God none knoweth, save the Spirit of God. 
But we received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit 
which is from God; that we might know the things that were 
freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in 
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit 
teacheth; combining spiritual things with spiritual [words]' 
(1 Cor. 2:9-13). 

Perhaps this will explain why we say that we either accept a 
Bible inspired in its words, or we must reject it altogether. The 
venerable McGarvey continued: 

If these gentlemen have sufficient respect for the apostle 
Paul to believe what he here says in regard to the words in 
which he and other inspired men expressed the truths revealed 
by the Spirit, they should pause upon this passage and give it 
due consideration. I think it would help to clarify their thought 
on the subject, if they would duly consider certain statements 
made by the Lord himself. 

For example, 'The Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you' (John 
14:26). Was this promise fulfilled? If it was, why all this ques
tioning by mystified critics as to whether the words of Jesus 
were correctly reported by these apostles? And if all things he 
spoke to them which their natural memory did not retain were 
thus recalled after many years by the Spirit within them, what 
kind of inspiration was this? 

Again: 
'When they lead you to judgment, and deliver you up, be 

not anxious beforehand what ye shall speak: but whatsoever 
shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye; for it is not ye 
that speak, but the Holy Spirit.' Are we to understand from this 
statement that the Holy Spirit in the apostles had nothing to do 
with the exact forms in which religious truths were expressed 
by them? If so, how can we account for the exact forms in 
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which Jesus expressed these promises? If he 
did not mean exactly what he said, what did he 
mean, and what means have we of ascertaining 
what he meant? When a man writes or speaks 
about inspiration, if he does not allow such 
passages as these to guide and control his 
thought on the subject, he is lost in the fog, he 
is at sea without chart or compass, and what he 
may say is no more to be regarded than the idle 
wind. If there was such a thing as inspiration, it 
consisted in a direct action of the Spirit of God 
upon the spirit of inspired men. Anything else 
than this, or anything less than this, is not the 
thing. The very beginning of inspiration in the 
experience of the apostles was when they 
spoke in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. This is a complete refutation of all 
the vague and intangible theories of inspiration 
which these loose thinkers have furnished us 
with, and one of the clearest evidences of this 
truth is found in the efforts made by them to 
explain away the facts in this case, which are 
represented by Luke in language that is as un
mistakable as any to be found in the New Tes
tament, or any other book. 

It would be well for all our teachers and 
preachers to make a new study of the Scripture 
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statements on the subject of inspiration. If we 
speak not of the inspiration that is set forth in 
the Scriptures, let us drop the word and have 
nothing more to do with it (Christian Stan
dard, July 23, 1904). 

In the light of brother McGarvey's brilliant 
analysis, we view with a concern that borders on 
alarm the thoughtless statement of Carroll D. Os
burn of Abilene Christian University. Osburn has 
abandoned plenary verbal inspiration in favor of 
some other kind of inspiration. It also gives us pause 
that William E. Young, a high-ranking official of 
Abilene Christian University, has become an apolo
gist for Osburn's position. 

Brethren, this is no minor thing! It is of major 
proportion and must have the attention of faithful 
members of the church. The question is: Have all 
the "scholars" in our schools vacated the sure foun
dation of plenary verbal inspiration? We know that 
Osburn and Young have. If the schools do not step 
up to repudiate this false teaching, then we have no 
alternative but to conclude that they have all been 
swept into this la-la-land. 

The warning flags are flying. The church needs 
to be watchful. Once the full credibility of the Bible 
has been discounted, there is no place to stop short 
of the extreme liberalism of the Disciples of Christ 
denomination, which sires universalism and full 
spiritual fellowship with Moslems, Hindus, and 
Buddhists. Liberalism is disguised paganism and 
polytheism. This may explain Osburn's statement 
that he is "[R]ejecting arrogant exclusivism" and 
extending Christian fellowship to a broader arena 
(The Peaceable Kingdom, p. 64). 
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Strange Things Are Happening 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

July 28, 1994 

Mr. William E. Young 

(In the July issue of the Firm Foundation we re
ported on some things in Carroll D. Osburn :r [the 
Carmichael Professor of New Testament at Abilene 
Christian University] book, The Peaceable King
dom. We received a letter from William E. Young, 
Director of Church Relations & Lectureship, de
fending Osburn :r book. Brother Young says, "I do 
not permit any publication." Of course, he does not 
have the authority to control what appears in the 
pages of the Firm Foundation. Still, because of his 
request we respectfully elect not to print his letter; at 
least at this time. The editor :r response to brother 
Young :r letter follows. We look forward with eager 
anticipation to brother Young:s- answer. He is being 
notified of this action well in advance of the publica
tion of this material.) 

Director of Church Relations & Lectureship 
Abilene Christian University 
Abilene, TX 79699-2000 

Dear Bill, 

Your critique of my editorial (Firm Foundation 
July 1994) is interesting and revealing. I am pleased 
you opened this debate because it is a subject that 
needs to be considered and the brotherhood de
serves to have some answers. Too, it is good to have 
this exchange with an authorized representative of 
brother Osburn and Abilene Christian University. 

The editorial you attack dealt with Carroll D. 
Osburn's book, The Peaceable Kingdom. 
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To set the discussion in clear perspective, here 
are the main points in Osburn's book mentioned in 
my editorial and that need to be examined: 

• Osburn rejects the "plenary verbal inspira
tion" of the Bible in favor of what he calls "full" in
spiration (The Peaceable Kingdom, pages 57, 63). 

• Osburn denies the inerrancy of the Bible and 
asserts that the scriptures make mistakes in history, 
geography, and science (The Peaceable Kingdom, 
page 58). 

• Osburn rebuffs the idea that the Bible is like a 
"giant grid of truth all parts of which must cohere" 
(The Peaceable Kingdom, page 63). 

• Osburn ridicules the notion that there is 
propositional truth in the Bible (The Peaceable 
Kingdom, page 65). 

• Osburn declares that he is seeking a broader 
arena of fellowship (The Peaceable Kingdom, page 
64). 

Now, to your letter. You imply that public teach
ing must be reviewed only in private conversations 
and letters. However, when any teaching is offered 
for public consumption, it is proper to review the 
teaching in a public format. It would be wrong not 
to do so. If you want your teaching to be reviewed 
privately, then offer it privately; if presented pub
licly, it is subject to public examination. 

You attempt to tell me what Carroll Osburn "in
tended" in his book. Please tell brother Osburn that 
he must account for his words. If he says one thing 
but intends something else, he cannot claim exemp
tion from review because of his private, unrevealed 
thoughts. We must write and speak in a way that ex
presses what we mean. Otherwise, there is intellec
tual bedlam, which is another name for intellectual 
dishonesty. While given in another context, Paul 
does say, "So also ye, unless ye utter by the tongue 
speech easy to understand, how shall it be known 
what is spoken? for ye will be speaking into the air." 
And, "If then I know not the meaning of the voice, I 
shall be to him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that 
speaketh will be a barbarian unto me." 

In your comments on patternism you accuse 
me of imposing on Osburn a position he does not 
hold. Well, Bill, you can easily resolve the thing. 
Ask brother Osburn if the New Testament gives a 
pattern for the church and for Christian conduct. 
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Your statement "that fundamentalism reduces sound 
teaching to a pattern" is unclear to me. What do you 
have in mind? The Bible either gives us a pattern or 
it does not. Osburn's book, The Peaceable King
dom, rejects a pattern in the New Testament scrip
tures. If you still think I am wrong, ask brother Os
burn if he will say publicly there is a pattern in the 
New Testament for teaching and practice. If he will 
send the statement to me, I will be glad to print it. 

I presume you have discussed the "giant grid" 
matter with Carroll Osburn and have his agreement 
for you to explain what he meant by the statement. 
You see, Bill, Osburn has said too much about it not 
being proper to go out of the context to discover the 
meaning of a passage for your explanation to be cor
rect. Anyhow, check it out with Osburn and send to 
me an intelligible quotation from him saying the 
Bible explains itself. That Paul explains James and 
James explains Paul, for instance. In other words, 
the teaching of the Bible is consistent. Anyhow, just 
have brother Osburn send me a lucid statement say
ing he does believe the Bible is a giant-grid of truth 
that must cohere - that one part of the Bible may 
explain another portion of the Bible. 

Your statement "if truth is arrived at through de
bating a necessity (imposed pattern) rather than by 
exegetical propriety" is unclear. The Bible does 
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contain propositional truth. Example: "He that be
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved." The state
ment makes both belief and baptism a necessity (im
posed pattern) to salvation. Your "exegetical propri
ety" phrase implies that somebody does not believe 
in an appropriate explanation (exegetical propriety) 
of the Bible. I would like to know who that bird is. I 
would also like to know why you set propositional 
truth against appropriateness in explaining the word 
of God (exegetical propriety). It seems to me that 
one is not inconsistent with the other. Since you 
speak for ACU, does the university say that the 
Bible contains propositional truth? 

Concerning the scientific accuracy of the Bible, 
it would have better served your purpose to get Car
roll Osburn to answer the questions about Jonah, the 
feeding of 5,000, the Israelites crossing the Red Sea, 
the long day of Joshua, the virgin birth, and the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus. The questions occurred 
to me because of Osburn's assertion that the Bible is 
not scientifically accurate. Just have brother Osburn 
point out one scientific inaccuracy in the Bible and 
it will clarify the matter. 

If you want to know where I come down on 
Jonah, the feeding of the 5,000, the Israelites cross
ing of the Red Sea, the long day of Joshua, the vir
gin birth, and the bodily resurrection of Jesus, my 
answer is: It is all absolutely and literally true. 

Will you give your answer? Will Osburn? My 
point is that when Osburn says the Bible contains 
scientific inaccuracies, he needs to specify what he 
has in mind. Is he talking about the Genesis account 
of creation versus organic evolution? I accept as 
correct the Genesis account of a literal six -day cre
ation. How about Osburn? How about you? How 
aboutACU? 

Osburn is critical of the "fundamentalist" who, 
he says, emphasizes "biblical infallibility and the 
plenary verbal inspiration of the Bible." Bill, do you 
believe in the plenary verbal inspiration and iner
rancy of the Bible? Do you accept Osburn's eccen-

Commentary on Romans 
II Justified by Faith n 

By Robin W. Haley 
-Based upon ASV 1901-

Write to: 912 E. Teresa • Sapulpa, Oklahoma 74066 
$8.00 postage paid 

tric definition of "conservatism" as accepting "full 
rather than verbal" inspiration? Is that where ACU 
is? Bill, you and the university are either stuck with 
Osburn's definition of inspiration, or you must re
ject it. Which will it be?The question is: Is the Bible 
inspired in its words? What do you, Osburn, and 
ACU say? 

Bill, I am deeply disturbed by your reference to 
1 Corinthians 10:8. You claim that what Paul says 
contradicts what Moses said. You say, "Fundamen
talists would necessarily perceive this to be an er
ror." (I take exception to the use of your word "fun
damentalist.") Still, there is no discrepancy. You say 
the "conservative" (liberal) thinks the contradiction 
is immaterial. Is that the position of ACU? Do you 
really think there is a contradiction between 1 
Corinthians 10:8 and the Hebrew scriptures? Did 
brother Osburn authorize you to say this in defend
ing his book? Because this is the one example you 
give, I will spend some time explaining it. 

James Burton Coffman in his commentary on 1 
Corinthians, published by ACU Press, says, "In one 
day three and twenty thousand ... Numbers 25:9 
gives the number who fell as 24,000." Is this the 
contradiction you have in mind, Bill? 

Brother Coffman goes on to say, 

The explanation is in the words 'in one day,' a 
phrase not in the OT narrative. Paul's 23,000, 
therefore, did not include those slain by the 
Judges before that 'one day.' It will be recalled 
that before the plague broke out, God through 
Moses had commanded the judges of Israel to 
'hang all the heads of the people' who had con
doned and encouraged the worship of Baal
peor, the idol god of the Moabites, especially 
the Moabitisb women who bad used the device 
of idol worship to seduce the Israelites to com
mit fornication. Putting the two figures to
gether, in which there is no discrepancy what
ever, it is clear that the judges hanged a thou
sand men in connection with this disaster 
which are not counted in Paul's 23,000 who 
perished in one day. 

Now, my dear friend, what do you say? Is Bur
ton Coffman wrong? Will ACU recall the Coffman 
Commentary on 1 Corinthians? It bothers me no 
little that you would take up an objection long made 
by unbelievers in their attempt to discredit the Bible 
and make it your own.· The argument is worn out 
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and has been often answered, yet you bring it up as 
if it is a contradiction in the sacred text. Which again 
brings up this question, Do you believe the Bible is 
inerrant? Does Osburn? Does ACU? To deny verbal 
inspiration and the inerrancy of the Bible is liberal
ism - not conservatism. 

In his book, The Peaceable Kingdom, Carroll D. 
Osburn says that the Greek text replaces the King 
James Version. If so, the Greek text becomes the 
standard for the teaching of the New Testament and 
the Hebrew text becomes the standard for the teach
ing of the Old Testament. Which means that unless a 
person is conversant in Greek and Hebre~ he is in
capable of understanding the teaching of the Bible. 
Osburn takes the Bible out of the hands of the aver
age person and puts it exclusively in the hands of 
the expert in languages and history. 

Bill, brother Osburn's attack on J.W. McGarvey 
because he held "that the autographs ~d corrected 
Greek text are inerrant" gives undeniable assent to 
Osburn's view that "errors are detectable in the 
text." 

Osbu~ also faults those who say that "[T]he 
Bible is the authoritative word of God which must 
be understood inductively according to principles of 
rationality" (The Peaceable Kingdom, page 62). 
Think about the implications of that charge! Does 
Osburn deny that the Bible is the authoritative word 
of God? Does he deny that it can be understood? Is 
he saying that inductive reasoning is improper in 
studying the Bible? What, exactly, does Osburn 
have against rationality? What would he put in the 
place of rationality? 

All I am saying is "the cat is out of the bag" and 
we now know where Osburn and Abilene Christian 
University stand on such critical questions as verbal 
inspiration and inerrancy. Furthermore, full, instead 
of plenary verbal inspiration, and the idea that there 
are errors in the autographs are liberal (even atheis
tic) positions - not conservative convictions. 

Thank you again for your letter and for your 
willingness to openly discuss these vital matters. I 
admire your courage. I look forward to future in
stallments of this debate. May God bless you in ev
ery righteous undertaking. Faithfully, 

H. A. "Buster" Dobbs 
Fp 



Authority 
(continued from page 1) 

authority to "build my church" (Matt. 16: 18), which 
he called "my kingdom" more than once (John 
18:36). The angel Gabriel promised Mary: "The 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his fa
ther David: and he shall reign over the house of 
David for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end" (Luke 1 :33-35). 

During the course of his ministry Jesus spoke 
as one "having authority" (Matt. 7:29). Before 
him John the baptist (as great a man as had been 
born to woman at that time [Matt. 11:11]) felt inad
equate (Mark 1:7-8). 

Our Lord did much more than claim divine pre
rogatives; he demonstrated his authority over every 
facet of creation. The display of supernatural pow
ers dramatically validated his claims. There were 
miracles demonstrating his authority over the mate
rial world. He calmed the sea (Matt. 8:23-37}, 
walked on water (Matt. 14:22-33), and caused a fig 
tree to wither (Matt. 21:18-22). Jesus' miracles 
show his concern for physical needs. He turned wa
t~r.in~o wine (John 2:1-11), fed five thousand with 
five loaves and two fishes (Matt. 14:14-21}, and on 
another occasion fed four thousand with seven 
loaves and a few small fishes (Mark 8:1-9). The 
Lord did great deeds reflecting his love and compas
sion. He healed lepers (Mark 1:40-45; Luke 17:11-
19}, cast out demons (Mark 5:1-19}, healed the 
nobleman's son (John 4:46-54), and healed all the 
diseased who came to him (Matt. 4:23-25; 8:16). 
Jesus even demonstrated his authority over death it
self. The widow's son, Jarius' daughter, and Lazarus 
were called back from the grave by his word and 
power (Luke 7:11-17; Mark 5; John 11). 

~one could gainsay his mighty deeds. They 
were often done in the presence of his most rabid 
critics. Sometimes the wonders were attributed to 
the power of the devil, but none denied that miracles 
occurred. His authority certainly did not derive from 
the devil. The demons acknowledged the Lord's au
thority to issue orders limiting their activities and to 
ultimately judge them (Mark 1 :23-27). 

Following his resurrection, "They worshipped 

him" (Matt. 28: 17). Jesus asserted, "All power (or 
authority) is given unto me in heaven and in earth" 
(Matt. 28:18). The term translated as power/author
ity (exousia) refers to absolute power (William 
Arndt and F. W. Gingrich, A Greek English Lexicon 
of the New Testament [Chicago: University of Chi
cago, 1967], p. 277). It denotes the ability tope~
form an action to the extent that there are no hin
drances in the way (Werner Foerster in Theological 
Dictionary of the New Testament, G. Kittel, ed. 
[Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978], Vol. 2 p. 562). 

He received dominion over all things from the 
Father (Eph. 1:19-23; Phil. 2:9-11). His dominion 
includes the mighty host of angels (1 Pet. 3:22). ~s 
resurrection provided the final, incontrovertible 
proof of this deity and limitless power (Rom. 1:4). 
The Holy Spirit moved Peter to declare his Lordship 
(Acts 2:33; 36-38}, requiring repentance and bap
tism by his authority. Stephen saw Jesus in the most 

SOUTHWEsT 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

Austin, Texas 
Is pleased to announce a record enrollment for the 
1994-1995 school year. In fact, we are already re
ceiving applications from those desiring to attend 
SWSBS next year. If you are planning to attend 
Southwest next year (August 1995), you are urged 
to make application for enrollment now In order to 
secure the necessary financial support. 

Write or call Southwest today 
for a free admissions packet. 

joseph D. Meador, Director 
-8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-

(512) 282-2486 • (512) 282-2438 
Training men to preach In Spirit and In Truth. 

September 1994 9 
Firm FoundaUon 



exalted position of authority "on the right hand of 
God" (Acts 7:56). Saul acknowledged him as 
"Lord" (Acts 9:6). Peter asserted his authority, say
ing, "He is Lord of all" (Acts 10:36). "God gave 
Christ to be the head over all things to the church" 
(Eph. 1 :22-23). All humanity will be judged by his 
words (John 12:47-48). 

Everyone refusing to "hear'' him shall suffer de
struction (Acts 3:22-23). For in him dwells the full
ness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 2:9). 

Hear Him 
The Father admonished man to hear his Son (Matt. 
17:56). Jesus then gave his apostles the Word here
ceived from his Father (John 17:8, 14). He spent 
three years personally teaching them. Prior to his 
death he promised to empower them to bring an er
ror free Word from God (John 16: 13). The Lord al
layed their fear of confronting error, by assuring 
them that the Spirit would bring all things to their 
remembrance (Matt. 10: 19-20). Pursuant to fulfill
ing that promise, Christ stipulated that the apostles 
not begin their work until they received enabling 
power (Luke 24:49). When Jesus ascended to the 
"throne of Glory," the Spirit was dispatched to em
power the waiting apostles (Acts 2:1-4 ). 

Violent opposition could not silence their 
preaching of God's Word (Acts 5:27-29). No ele
ment of the Lord's will was shunned, neglected, or 
soft-peddled. Without favor they fearlessly declared 
the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:26-27). These 
stalwart soldiers of Christ did not interject personal 
preferences or observations into their teaching. In
stead, they tenaciously declared only what God re
vealed (1 Cor. 11 :23; 15:3). 

The Church Was Warned Not to Stray 
Paul warned the elders of Ephesus that doctrinal de
viation would come from within their own ranks 
(Acts 20:28-30). However, he sternly charged 
Christians not to deviate from the doctrine initially 
delivered. Not even an angel could modify the 
apostles' doctrine (Gal. 1 :6-8). Instead of introduc
ing changes, they were to follow a pattern of sound 
words (2 Tim. 1: 13). To insure the perpetuation of 
the cause those words were to be committed to 
faithful men (2 Tim. 2:2). Only careful adherence to 
sound teaching would preserve a remnant from 
apostasy (2 Tim. 4: 1-5). 
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Early Christians Ignored the Warnings 
As prophesied, early Christians did not heed God's 
warnings, and a wide range of problems erupted. 
Social problems quickly appeared. Murmuring de
veloped among the Grecian Jews against the native
born Jews over the care of widows (Acts 6:1). For
tunately, prompt action by the apostles put this prob
lem to rest. Centuries of hostility between Jews and 
Gentiles resulted in racial tensions in the church. 
Some Jewish brethren contended that Gentiles had 
to be circumcised to be saved (Acts 15:1). Paul 
would allow no such deviation from the doctrine of 
Christ (Gal. 2:1-16). 

Additional problems concerning religious prac
tices arose that were not racially motivated. Diffi
culties developed concerning the observance of the 
Lord's Supper (1 Cor. 11:17-34). Some were not 
waiting until the whole church was assembled, and 
were making the sacred supper a common meal. The 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans and ofBalaam was intro
duced into Asia Minor (Rev. 2: 15). 

Economic problems came to the forefront, re
quiring the prompt attention of James (James 1:9-
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10; 2: 1-6; 15-16; 4: lff; 5: lff). Christians had to 
learn that the worth of a man is not determined by 
the abundance of his possessions (Luke 12: 15). 

Difficulties arose concerning human alle
giances. A sectarian spirit developed at Corinth (1 
Cor. 1:10). Personality clashes troubled the church 
at Philippi. A conflict between two sisters named 
Euodias and Syntyche threatened the peace. Paul 
admonished them to be "of the same mind in the 
Lord" (Phil. 4:2). 

Personal ambition arose in the person of Di
otrephes, who loved the pre-eminence (3 John 9-
10). Jealousy of Paul's influence moved some who 
were preaching in Rome (Phil. 1: 15-18). This was 
far from a noble motivation, but Paul rejoiced that 
Christ was preached. 

The church at Corinth developed a multiplicity 
of problems when apostolic teaching was disre
garded. There were brazen immorality and prob
lems concerning marriage and the family (1 Cor. 
5: 1-7). Disputes arose over spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 
12). These difficulties, and more, occurred when 
congregations began to deviate from the doctrine 
once delivered to the saints. The deviations could 
occur only when respect for the authority of God's 
Word had evaporated. Only those who keep his 
commandments truly respect his authority and love 
him (John 14:15). 

Prompt Correction, Ultimate Apostasy, 
and Restoration 

Anyone acquainted with the epistolary literature of 
the New Testament knows that the letters were 
largely written to correct problems in the churches. 
In giving correction, inspired men named names, 
places, and deeds. Paul did not back down from 
people who considered themselves to be somewhat, 
because he knew that God did not regard such 
things (Gal. 2:6). Paul even rebuked the apostle Pe
ter, a pillar in the Jerusalem church (Gal. 2: 11-14). 
A non-aggression pact was never signed with the 
proponents of error. There was no tendency to avoid 
any Bible doctrine because of the danger of opposi
tion. Those who wrote from inspiration made re
spect for the authority of Christ and his doctrine a 
test of fellowship (2 John 9-11). 

Despite the valiant efforts of the apostolic com
pany, the church fell away from the truth plunging 

the world into the "Dark Ages." These sad events 
were a matter of prophecy (2 Thess. 2:34; 1 Tim. 
4: 1-2). One hopes that God had a faithful remnant 
during this depressing period, but it is impossible to 
prove. 

Eventually an awakening of intellectual pur
suits, coupled with greater accessibility of the Scrip
tures, produced attempts to reform the conupt reli
gious establishment. These efforts led to serious dis
cussions of what constituted religious authority. 
Two views came to dominate the thinking of people 
who respected the authority of the Bible. 

Martin Luther championed the idea that what
ever is not expressly prohibited in the Scriptures is 
permissible. A debt of gratitude is owed Luther for 
his bold stand against the conupt practices of Ro
man Catholicism, but the enormity of his error re
garding biblical authorization is difficult to over
state. The approach opens the door to all manner of 
unauthorized innovation. Burning incense, lighting 
candles, and the use of images are not expressly 
prohibited in the New Testament. Christening cer
emonies for infants could be instituted under such 
an approach. If it is permissible to bring in anything 
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not expressly forbidden, infinite variety is inevi
table. Infinite variety can only be characterized as 
anarchy. 

The popularity of this view is one of the leading 
causes for the divided state of the religious world 
today. Instead of focusing on what God said, men 
take it upon themselves to decide what they think 
God should have said and what he should accept. 
They proceed to act according to their own will with 
little regard for God's will. 

Following this view of how the Bible authorizes 
to its logical conclusion shows its inadequacy. 

A second view was championed by Huldrich 
Zwingli; according to him, whatever is not ex
pressly authorized in the Scriptures is prohibited. 
Zwingli's view is found in the Bible. Only what is 
authorized is permissible regardless of who says 
otherwise (Gal. 1:8-9). John said much the same 
thing (2 John 9; Rev. 22:18-19). Only the Scriptures 
give us a word from God (2 Pet. 1:20-21). They 
alone are sufficient to meet our spiritual needs (2 
Tim. 3: 16-17). The authority of the Scriptures is ac
cepted because they are the standard by which we 
will be judged (John 12:48). 

The Reformation largely followed some varia
tion of Luther's approach to establishing religious 
authority. The proliferation of warring sects with 
their creeds and councils was the natural result. 
Over the course of time men of good will became 
increasingly dissatisfied with the status-quo. They 
called for a restoration of the ancient church in its 
purity and simplicity. 

The attitude of the Restoration appeal is a 
marked contrast to the attitude of the Reformation 
Movement. Generally, the leaders of the Restoration 
Movement argued for going back to the Bible. They 
asserted the need to teach, believe, and practice only 
what is contained in the Scriptures. Everything else 
was relegated to the realm of opinion not to be 
bound on the conscience of another (Howard Win
ters, Up To Bethany [Greenville, S.C., Carolina 
Christian, 1988] pp. 55-56). 

The Bible became the limit of faith and practice. 
What the Bible enjoined was required of all; where 
the Bible was silent no revelation existed, thus none 
could practice any unrevealed thing by faith (ibid., 
p. 56). To practice both what the Bible does reveal 
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along with what it does not reveal, is to mix human 
opinion with divine revelation. It is to place man's 
notions on equal footing with divine revelation. 

Obviously the restoration of original Christian
ity requires a return to doing all that the Bible re
quires, and disregarding everything it does not teach 
by direct command, approved example, or implica
tion. The early restorers marched forth asserting: 
"Where the Scriptures speak, we speak; and where 
the Scriptures are silent, we are silent." They in
sisted that in matters of faith (revelation) there must 
be unity, in matters of opinion (not revealed) liberty, 
and in all things charity (love). They urged people to 
cast aside their creeds and take up their Bibles. To 
do Bible things in Bible ways, and call Bible things 
by Bible names. They pleaded with their neighbors 
to seek religious authority from their own Bible, 
rather than some pompous council or elitist clergy. 

Once struck, this chord produced an amazing 
resonance. Clergy and laity alike cast off the soul
stifling shackles of denominationalism, determined 
to speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where 
it is silent. They would have no book but the Bible 
and no creed but Christ. As they worked their way 
out of the thick fog of denominational theology, dif
ferences of opinion often led to rigorous debate. 
Where there was no revelation, men of honor were 
willing to leave the disputed subject in the realm of 
opinion. However, when an item was required by 
the Lord, they would not be moved. This biblical 
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approach produced an amazing degree of unifor
mity among those content to be just Christians. The 
work, worship, and government of congregations 
were the same wherever these principles were ap
plied. The manner of life enjoined on the pages of 
Holy Writ, when faithfully practiced, produced a 
uniform code of conduct. 

Strict adherence to the words of God without 
addition, subtraction, or modification, most clearly 
distinguishes the churches of Christ from denomi
national counterfeits. It holds us together in the ab
sence of a top-down ecclesiastical apparatus. It is 
our only reason to exist as a separate religious en
tity. If we abandon biblical authority, we should dis
band as a people and fully embrace the denomina
tions. It would be a financial windfall for gospel 
preachers! 

Will We Reject Biblical Authority? 
Discordant voices are clamoring for change. God's 
people are told they must redefine and redirect 
themselves if the church is to grow and prosper. 
These admonitions are given amid dire warnings of 
grave consequences if the prescribed changes are 
not immediately implemented. The concept of res
toration is scoffed at by self-proclaimed "scholars" 
who evidence more familiarity with denominational 
theology and modern philosophical speculations 
than the Bible. For example, the authors of The Sec
ond Incarnation present this caricature: 

'If the church today should be like the one we 
read about in the New Testament, do you mean 
we should have open fornication and abuses of 
the Lord's Supper like in Corinth?' ... 'Oh, I 
see. Then we should have charismatic services 
that include tongue-speaking with an inter
preter, of course like some early churches did?' 
... 'So we must practice the holy kiss, women 
wearing veils, and the financial collectivism of 
the Jerusalem church today? ' (Rubel Shelly 
and Randall J. Harris, The Second Incarnation 
[West Monroe, LA: Howard Publishing Co., 
1992] pp. 20-21). 

This satirical tirade against restoration ends with 
the following: "Perhaps this imaginary but quite be
lievable conversation indicates that the answer to 
our question (i.e., 'What should the modem church 
be like?') is not quite so simple as we sometimes 
think or pretend." 

No cornbread-eating country preacher ever said 
that answering the question of what the church 
should be like is easy. Not a single serious advocate 
of restoring the ancient church ever proposed any
thing as ridiculous as what is cited above. Nor have 
they ever failed to grapple with those issues. Such 
silliness is beneath notice, except that a large num
ber of biblically illiterate Christians are dancing to 
the tune of these pied pipers of change. They cannot 
hear the pre-eminent Christ for all the noise being 
generated by the change-agents. 

1\vo primary avenues of change are urged on 
God's people. First, they are told they must adopt a 
"new hermeneutic." This is supposed to bring us 
from the backwoods into the enlightened brilliance 
of "modem scholarship." Dr. Dave Miller noted that 
the "new hermeneutic's" philosophical and theo
logical roots are deeply embedded in the soil of de- · 
norninational theology, specifically "neo-orthodox" 
theology. Miller went on to note that outside the 
churches of Christ, the term new hermeneutic refers 
to an approach to biblical interpretation formulated 
largely by Ernst Fuchs and Gerhard Ebling (Dave 
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Miller, "The 'New Hermeneutic': A Review And 
Response" in Rightly Dividing The Word: Volume II
Special Hermeneutics, Terry Hightower, ed. 
[Pensacola, FL: Firm Foundation Publishing House, 
1991] p. 353). Fuchs and Ebling were extending the 
work of Hans-Georg Gadamer as they built on the 
ideas of Rudolf Bultmann. Bultmann's herme
neutical theories grew out of the existentialism of 
Martin Heidegger and Soren K.ierkegaard, the phe
nomenology of Wilhelm Dilthey, and the epistemol
ogy of Friedrich Schleiermacher. H you have read 
much of this tommyrot, you know it does not allow 
for an inspired, infallible, authoritative Word from 
God. 

The "new hermeneutic" among churches of 
Christ shares more in terms of philosophical foun
dation than in actual particulars with its proponents 
in the wider religious community. By their own ad
mission, those advocating this new approach, have 
yet to work out its ramifications. 

The obvious intent of those calling for a "new 
hermeneutic" is the dismantling of the "old herme
neutic., Their efforts are largely directed toward 
criticizing what is seen as the failure of past 
hermeneutical practices, especially the "command, 
example, implication" triad. However, no legitimate 
alternative is proposed because none exists. 

The "old hermeneutical" approach was em
ployed by Jesus and the apostolic company. For ex
ample, the Lord brilliantly used the "old hermeneu
tic" in his head-to-head confrontation with Satan in 
the desert (Matt. 4:1-11). In this interchange, Jesus' 
use of direct statement, account of action, and impli
cation was extensive. His allusion to the conduct of 
Israel, use of statements from the Deuteronomic 
text, and implied applications to the situation facing 
him demonstrate a hermeneutic analogous to the one 
generally operative among churches of Christ (Dave 
Miller, On Inferring What the Explicit Statements of 
the Bible Imply [Abilene, TX: A Paper Presented to 
the Christian Scholars Conference, 1990] p. 9). 

Why would God's people abandon the 
Messiah's approach to Scripture for a nebulous sys
tem born of the unvarnished arrogance of denomi
nationalists? Why follow men who brazenly reject 
the authority of God? The Father said, ''This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear 
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Him!" (Matt. 17:5). Why would we abandon our al
legiance to Christ, his Word, and his approach to 
Scripture, simply to accommodate the whims of 
those carried about by every wind of doctrine? We 
cannot. We will not! 

Miller was absolutely correct when he observed: 
''The 'new hermeneutic' is not the result of simple 
Bible study and a sincere search for truth. Rather, it 
is born out of a reactionary attempt to express dis
satisfaction with the status-quo and thus to under
mine the past" (Miller, The "New Hermeneutic" p. 
354). This new approach will lead us back into the 
morass of denominational drivel our forefathers 
wisely rejected. Even worse, it could push us into 
the camp of "New Age Space Cadets." 

A second avenue of change is used to move 
God's people away from the authority of the sacred 
text. In addition to loyalty to the Bible, God's people 
are told they must open themselves up to a direct 
leading of the Holy Spirit. Dr. C. Leonard Allen in 
his book, The Cruciform Church, argues for lessen
ing our grip on rational thinking in order to open 
ourselves to the possibility of God doing something 
mysterious. His colleague, Dr. Darryl Tippens, 
claims that the Holy Spirit blows him about like a 
cool breeze enabling him to "transcend the herme
neutic circle" so that he can "'by faith" testify that 
we have encountered and have experienced the Di
vine, the 'transcendental signified.'" Yet another 
colleague, Dr. Carroll Osburn announced that, after 
long years of study, he could no longer say that cur
rent claims of "tongue speaking" are not of God. 

Certainly God is beyond our ability to compre
hend much less control, but he does keep his word 
(Heb. 6:18). Therefore, we can know that his ac
tions, mysterious or otherwise, will be consistent 
with his word. Any proposal or action not consistent 
with Scripture is false and must not be accepted. 

For example, Dr. Allen in his book Distant 
Voices: Discovering a Forgotten Past for a Chang
ing Church approvingly cites several examples of 
deviant doctrines and deeds. Dr. Allen is wrong to 
support such aberrations because they are inconsis
tent with what the Bible teaches. The Bible is au
thoritative, not Dr. Allen, or mistaken brethren from 
the past. In an apparent attempt to provide justifica
tion for current efforts to place women in the pulpit, 



Allen tells us of a female preacher named Nancy 
Towie. Sister Towie, was converted in 1818, at age 
22, and reported feeling "a longing desire, to go 
'into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature,'" which she took to be a call from God. 
Nancy struggled with her "call" for years. Finally, 
on April20, 1821, she accepted the "call'' becoming 
an aggressive itinerant evangelist (C. Leonard 
Allen, Distant Voices [Abilene, TX, ACU Press, 
1993] p. 26). SisterTowie could have struggled with 
her "call" for a thousand years, and it would not 
have justified her violation of Scripture! (1 Tim. 
2: 12). Whoever "called" her to preach, it was not 
God, and God did not move Dr. Allen to suggest this 
as acceptable conduct among Christians. 

In the same book Dr. Allen has a chapter dis
cussing how God works. In it he tells us that Barton 
Stone remained open all of his life to God's direct, 
even "miraculous," working in the world. Allen 
supports his assertion with this quotation from 
Stone: "I see no authority in Scripture, why we 
should draw the conclusion, that the miraculous gift 
of the Holy Spirit is, according to the will of God, 
withdrawn from the church" (ibid., p. 46). So what? 
Stone was wrong. His not seeing the obvious does 
not negate its presence. Paul taught that the miracu
lous gifts were temporary and would soon pass 
away, which they did (1 Cor. 13:8-13). Brother 
Stone could not perform signs and never met any
one who could. Dr. Allen, Dr. Tippens, and Dr. 
Osborn cannot perform miracles, and they do not 
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know anyone who can. It is not a question of God's 
ability, but a matter of honoring his Word. 

It is painfully easy to see where acceptance of 
the idea of direct leading of the Holy Spirit, coupled 
with the "new hermeneutic" will lead the church. In 
some quarters it has already led once faithful 
churches away from the authority of God's Word. If 
this continues, wholesale apostasy will surely result. 

Along with all who are committed to the resto
ration of the ancient faith, I want no doctrine 
other than that which can be read in the Bible. I 
need no reproof other than what the Holy 
Spirit has given, nor correction other than that 
penned by inspiration. I need no instruction in 
righteousness, but that found in God's word. I 
call upon believers everywhere to stand upon 
the word of God as our only creed, so that we 
might form a solid phalanx against the onrush
ing tide of infidelity (N .B. Hardeman, 
Hardeman~ Tabernacle Sermons [Nashville, 
TN: Gospel Advocate, 1923] Vol. 3 p. 107). 

I, too, want to be able to place my finger upon 
the very chapter and verse on which my eternal 
hopes rest. I unashamedly urge men to accept no 
leader but Christ; subscribe to no discipline, prayer 
book, or confession of faith but God's Word. I beg 
them to be nothing except Christians; do nothing 
other than that which they know God demands. I 
plead with them to practice only those things autho
rized by the Lord. Like Hardeman, I ask my friends 
to bring anything the Bible requires, which I am ne
glecting, to my attention. I also plead that they point 
out to me anything I practice which the Bible does 
not authorize, pledging to correct it as soon as pos
sible. I still want people to come to God on his 
terms, accept what he said, believe what he taught, 
and become what he requires. 

I accept the authority of Christ, as revealed in 
his Word, over all the philosophers and professors in 
a thousand universities. I know whom I have be
lieved, and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
what I have committed to him against that great day 
of judgment. When I stand in his matchless pres
ence, I know that his Word will be the standard by 
which I shall be judged (John 12:48). Let God be 
true and every man a liar. P.O. Box411 

Livingston, TX 77351 
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Book-long Explanations 
of One Verse Questionable 

By Jim T. Middleton 

A friend recently sent me a packet of articles 
and one book. The purpose of this weight of 
material, and the weight was considerable, 

was the "explaining" of about six Bible verses. The 
subject of God's six (or so) verses, and the experts' 
245 pages was "What did the Lord really teach 
about marriage and divorce." 

I'm not going to write an article on marriage and 
divorce. I'm for marriage and against divorce, and I 
believe the New Testament teaches "one man for 
one woman for life with one exception." 

· But this article has another burden. 
I also know that when one hears the twists and 

turns of individual cases that the mind begins to 
boggle. But I do wonder why it takes men 245, and 
in some cases many more, pages to explain what 
God said in 50 lines. 

And the multiplication of words is not limited to 
marriage and divorce - no indeed. Just about any 
verse, doctrine, subject, has a virtual library of 
would-be explainers hawking their books, tapes, 
and sermons. And I suppose I'm one of the guilty 
parties. I'm a preacher, and preachers tend to be ver
bose. True, explanation, illustration and compari
sons have their place, but when is enough, enough 
and too much, just too much? 

One minister, if I knew the name I'd give him 
credit, said, "It is amazing how much light the Word 
of God casts on my commentaries." He makes a lot 
of sense. 

I saw a video tape of a learned brother address
ing a preachers' school audience. He said that he 
was writing a commentary on Paul's letter to Titus. 
Titus is a three-chapter letter. It's short. 

The brother said that he already had a manu
script of more than 1,500 pages. I'm sure he had 
some good, enlightening, wonderful things to say in 
those 1,500 pages. But, it seems to me that any 

explanation of a three-chapter letter which requires 
1,500 pages is suspect. Perhaps I oversimplify. But 
if one must err on the side of simplification or on the 
side of complication, then let my error be simplifi
cation. 

Parsimony is the principle one college profes
sor, Dr. John Hummel, psychology was his field, 
impressed upon me. He said that generally speak
ing, the simplest explanation is the best. I've found 
his advice sound. 

Our religious friends write books in attempting 
to explain away New Testament teaching that bap
tism is important. I've baptized several people after 
their pastors made lengthy, usually stammering, ex
planations of Acts 22: 16, "And now why are you 
waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord." The Lord's 
simple teaching spoke louder in those few words 
than hundreds of books that say anything else. 

I recently, that's the last 15 years for me, read a 
book by a local denominational preacher who at
tempted to explain away all the passages which 
teach a saved person can go back into sin and go to 
hell. You would be surprised how many pages it 
takes to explain 2 Peter 2:21, "For it would have 
been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than having known it, to turn from 
the holy commandment delivered to them." 

Let's continue to preach the simple gospel and 
"let God be true." 6720 West Tidwell 

Houston, TX 77092 
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Missionary Page -Albert Gardner 

Our Mission Is Missions 
By Allen Webster 

Anyone who knows much about the Bible 
would agree that the mission of the local 
church is to save souls. Jesus' mission was to 

seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10), and his body on 
earth today is to do the same thing. We have under
stood that basic truth since we were babes in spiri
tual diapers. But what does that translate to in the 
local church and the individual Christian life? 

We tend to think of evangelism in terms of sta
tistics, entries on work programs, and financial re
ports. It's something some semi-strange man does in 
some exotic jungle or dilapidated slum. Often, we 
are, at best, removed from and forgetful of evange
lism, and, at worst, disinterested and jealous of it. 

We are generally mission-minded, but, it is fair 
to say, not to the extent that shows a deep-seated 
sacrificial willingness to see every creature taught 
(Mark 16:15). Most churches have at least one mis
sionary on their program of work, and most mem
bers are content to give a hundred a month to his 
work, though they do not get excited about what he 
is doing, or really know much about it. (Quick, what 
are the names of the missionaries you help support? 
In what countries do they serve? How many chil
dren do they have? Is it a successful work?) If we 
have trouble answering such questions, it probably 
indicates we are not as involved in this part of the 
church's work as we should be. 

Churches, like people, need to analyze priorities 
from time to time. There are urgent necessities, and 
there are eternal verities. We have to maintain a 
building, but we cannot take it to heaven with us. 
We must fix the water leaks, mow grass, pay electric 
bills. These are urgent necessities. They should not 
take up most of our business meetings and most of 
our money. Sometimes we spend money on things 
that are marginally necessary and then hesitate to 
launch out with money and energy on ideas for soul 
winning. This is walking by sight, not by faith. 

18 ~i~r;'::nd~~: 

The eternal verities are the souls of men, judg
ment, heaven, and hell. We cannot see these things. 
They do not become urgent necessities unless our 
eyes are opened to see "fields white unto harvest" 
(John 4:35). Things we can physically see are easier 
to work on and cherish than things we can know 
only by faith. But we are commanded to walk by 
faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7). Some of the old tim
ers used to pray, "Help us live in view of eternity." 
This would be a good motto for a church to have
in view of eternity. 

It takes leaders who walk by faith to launch out 
aggressively to evangelize the whole world. They 
must not allow the urgent to supersede the eternal. It 
takes members walking by faith to support their 
plans with heart, soul, and pocketbook. It takes 
preachers walking by faith to continue to emphasize 
the true mission of the church and to genuin~ly, self
lessly, work to see it happen. 

What, specifically, are we doing to evangelize 
our town? Our state? Our nation? Our world? Is it 
enough? Are we content with our efforts? Is the 
Lord satisfied with them? Are we ready to go to 
judgment with the people of our generation? What 
will happen to our little town at Judgment Day? As 
our neighbors are brought before the bar, and we 
look into their faces, will we see fear, anger, sur
prise, confidence? 

I have not been able to adequately express what 
my heart feels about these things. I've faltered and 
fallen short of what needs to be said. But will you 
consider this carefully, thoughtfully, prayerfully? 
Let's put our greatest effort into things that really 
matter. "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature" 
(Mark 16:15). 
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Do You ''Christianese''? 
By Wayne Coats 

omeone borrowed the term from someone 
else and after a whole series of borrowing 
and usages, the term "Christianese" has 

given the liberals something else to talk about. I 
keep saying that the liberal cult knows nothing ex
cept that which it has borrowed, and that includes 
their semantics. 

A number of years ago, brother W. Curtis Porter 
debated Irvin Waters on the subject of Bible classes 
and the number of cups to be used. During the de
bate Waters wore a little black bow tie. The younger 
men who attended the debate with Waters all wore 
their black bow ties. Copy and more copy! 

Remember when Chuck Lucas was the spiritual 
leader of the Crossroads cult? So many of the blind 
followers tried to look and talk like Lucas. The dis
gusting and sickening charade is being used among 
the copycat liberals who do not want to use "Chris
tianese" language, "while telling others about 
Jesus." See how they ape others! 

I thought I had heard the heights of stupidity, 
had read about the depths of duplicity until I began 
to see and hear about that terrible, dreadful "Chris
tianese" language, which is despised at a Jubilee. 

The material put out by Sweet Publishing Com
pany for the summer quarter of 1993, in the "New 
Journeys Series" the section described as the 
"Teaching Aid J, Salvation Sayings," gives forth 
with the foolish quarkey that "The pictures also 
teach students the value of using plain language 
when telling others about Jesus, instead of speaking 
"Christianese." Can you believe it? God help us 
when we get to the point that such wackos will be 
allowed to furnish the materials to be used to in
struct others. Can you fathom some ancient dodo 
bird trying to use "pictures . .. when telling others 
about Jesus instead of speaking Dodo-ese?" 

What is that "Christianese" dialect, language, 
sound, or speech that needs to be avoided? What
ever it is, it isn't plain enough to use in teaching 

about Jesus. Brethren, this is pure moronic and im
becilic liberalism gone to seed. 

One of the speakers in the 1993 Jubilee was 
Johnny Markham, who is a 30-year-old youth min
ister at College Street in Lebanon, Tenn. The 
young fellow undoubtedly felt impelled to say 
something. A Nashville reporter wrote about the 
efforts of Markham to abandon the old lingo by say
ing, "Churches will never reach teenagers un
til adults start speaking their language and drop 
the 'Christianese.'" Markham thinks that preachers 
"[w]ho throw around words like 'sanctification, 
blessing, or righteousness soon lose youngsters 
who need church but don't emotionally connect 
with the older lingo." He adds, "We older folks 
have a speech impediment called Christianese." 
"The word 'sanctification' to teenagers is Greek. 
Use words that both the teacher and the teen under
stand. Get a Bible translation into their hands that 
they will understand." He suggested the New Inter
national Version. 

I beg to be pardoned for taking issue with an 
"older" youth minister of 30 years, but I will take 
the risk. I know not ~hat impression Markham 
made on those 40 youth ministers who were as
sembled in that Jubilee class but rest assured that 
they all adopt and adapt to the clatter of each other. 

How does Markham prove that adult church 
members must speak the language of teenagers? We 
do not know. He never gave the audience anything 
more than an assertion. 

When a high school coach begins to tutor, train, 
and hold practice sessions with a football team, does 
he expect the teenage players to become acquainted 
with his speech? May he not use words which they 
have not understood before? 

When an English teacher stands before the class 
of young people, must no new words ever be used? 
Move on up to law school or medical school and lis
ten as some moron explains that no words will be 
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used except those already understood by the stu
dents. Never would you hear such truants from 
common sense and rationally as will be found at 
Jubilee. 

Can teenagers learn the meaning of new words 
-new to them that is? Do you think they might 
learn the meaning of "Christianese" from these old 
and bold youth ministers? 

As to a new version, there is no way that teenag
ers can know the meaning of all the words in the 
NIV. Even those big words in the preface would 
"stump" youth ministers. 

Since biblical language as the "Christianese" 
jargon is such an impenetrable barrier, I suggest 
that all youth ministers arm themselves with the 
"Cotton Patch Version," and ''The Gospel Accord
ing to Peanuts." They could convene at a Jubilee 
with Markham and let him explicate the real mean
ings of words. There would never be any error for
ever afterwards in resorting to a shabby, shoddy sys
tem of interpretation. What the old church needs is a 
new breed of Junior Websters to lead us out of dark
ness into their marvelous light. 

A passage of Scripture which keeps coming to 
my mind is "hold fast the form of sound words, 
which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which 
is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 1:13). Like all biblical 
passages, liberals have no use for them. 

A person is exceedingly presumptuous to think 
that such liberties can be taken with the Word of 
God as is demonstrated by those who are encourag
ing people to tum away from biblical language. The 
problem lies not in understanding words, but the 
deeper problem is an irreverent attitude toward 
those words. 

Bible words are important and cannot be cast 
aside with impunity. Since an all-wise, almighty 
God gave us the Bible and since it is inspired, who is 
so smart as to cast aside any or all of the words that 
might not fit into one's ignorance and dislikes? 

When Jesus was tempted by the devil he said, "It 
is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God" (Matt. 4:4). Moses had written that statement 
back in Deuteronomy 8:3. Isn't it strange that Jesus 
and the devil didn't try to get rid of these old 
"Moses-ese" words? 

20 ~~~r;.:e:nd!::! 

When Paul wrote to Titus he said, "Holding fast 
the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may 
be able by sound doctrine both to exho1t and to con
vince the gainsayers" (Titus 1:9). Young Timothy 
was exhorted to, "Be an example of the believers, in 
word" (1 Tim. 4: 12). Did Timothy ask, "What 
word?" Did he have serious problems understand
ing the words which Paul used when he wrote about 
"the Word?" 

Our Lord surely had somebody in mind when he 
said, "He that is of God heareth God's words, ye 
therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God" 
(John 8:47). There are any number of vain talkers 
who refuse to hear "God's Words." There are like
wise those who refuse to read the Word of God and 
the result is a failure to understand. When Paul 
wrote to the Ephesian brethren he said, ''Whereby, 
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in 
the mystery of Christ" (Eph. 3:4 ). The cause of the 
problem is that the pulpits are being filled with 
glamour boys who spend their time telling tales and 
reciting illustrations about mundane affairs. Add to 
this the growing number of youth ministers who are 
so spiritually weak and .biblically illiterate as to not 
know whether Christ was crucified on Calvary or 
shot at Bunker Hill, and, brother, we do have prob
lems. Yes, we can understand when we decide to 
stand upon the Word. 
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Before the Darkness Falls 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

G ive glory to the Lord your God, be
fore he cause darkness, and before 
your feet stumble upon the dark 

mountains, and, while ye look for light, he tum 
it into the shadow of death, and make it gross 
darkness (J er. 13: 16). 

Those who heard Jeremiah in his day most 
likely wrote him off as a prophet of gloom and 
doom. He never had anything "nice" to say; he al
ways looked on the dark side of things. Chapter 13 
is a case in point; it is a stem warning of impending 
ruin and disaster. 

Jeremiah uses two symbols to declare the un
righteousness of God's people and to proclaim their 
punishment - a girdle and a wineskin. The girdle, 
placed in a recess in a rock, became marred and 
profitable for nothing. God revealed the meaning of 
the symbol: 

Thus saith the Lord, A(ter this manner will I 
mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of 
Jerusalem. This evil people, which refuse to 
hear my words, which walk in the imagination 
of their heart, and walk after other gods, to 
serve them, shall even be as this girdle, which 
is good for nothing. For as the girdle cleaveth 
to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave 
unto me the whole house of Israel and the 
whole house of Judah, saith the Lord; that they 
might be unto me for a people, and for a name, 
and for a praise, and for a glory: but they 
would not hear (13:9-11). 

The wineskin poured forth a drunken fury of 
death and destruction: 

And I will dash them one against another, even 
the fathers and the sons together, saith the 
Lord: I will not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, 
but destroy them (13:14). 

Yes, Jeremiah declared destruction and pro
claimed catastrophe, but he could not do otherwise 
and be faithful to the message which God had deliv
ered to him. It was God's message, not Jeremiah's. 
God's purpose was not to discourage but to encour
age repentance; not to dishearten but to reassure 
them of his proffered mercy. "Glorify God," Jeremi
ah said, "while you have opportunity." "Glorify 

God before the darkness falls." Jeremiah began an 
evangelistic interval revealing the mercy of God 
and his desire for his people to repent and return. 

They needed to repent. They gloried, but in 
themselves, their own power and wisdom. They had 
glory, but they fell "short of the glory of God." They 
gloried, but they gloried in their shame. Their con
duct exposed the name of their God to ridicule and 
shame. They walked in their own light, but it was a 
light that would not penetrate the darkness that God 
was to send. Where would they be when darkness 
fell? Journey in the Palestinian mountains was peril
ous at best - even more so when the sun set. The 
precipice was a real and present danger. The wise 
man concluded his journey before darkness fell. 

Jeremiah compared the condition of God's 
people to the wayward traveller. His thoughts were 
full of the disaster which he had prophesied against 
God's people. God's people did not share his alarm. 
To them, Jeremiah was mad or mean or both. God, 
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through Jeremiah, called upon his people to repent, 
"Give glory to God." 

Can we never learn that the arm of flesh will 
fail? There is no God but Jehovah. Those who sub
stitute their own will for God's assume unto them
selves the right of God. In essence they proclaim 
themselves to be God. They are idolaters. Those 
who set out to please themselves worship not God, 
but themselves. As Calvin observed, their protesta
tions to the contrary notwithstanding, they are the 
enemies of Jehovah. 

As with God's people of old, it remains true that 
those who stray from God stray into self-destruc
tion. The resources of which they boast inevitably 
come to naught. Those who trifle with truth and 
conscience find that truth becomes a mocking 
shadow; conscience becomes a permanent foe to 
their peace. They walk into a captivity that is not 
forced, but voluntary. The advice of Jeremiah re
mains timely: "Give glory to God!" 

As it was for his people of old, Jehovah's advice 
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for us is: 
Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the 
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find 
rest for your souls (Jer. 6:16). 

How indeed can we ascribe glory to God ex
cept by acknowledging him to be the fountain 
of all wisdom, justice, and power, and espe
cially by trembling at his sacred word? Who
soever then does not fear and reverence God, 
whosoever does not believe his word, he robs 
him of his glory. We hence see that all the un
believing, though they may testify to the con
trary by their mouths, are yet in reality enemies 
to God's glory and deprive him of it (Calvin's 
Commentaries, vol. IX, p. 177 [Grand Rapids: 

Those who so walk will be surrounded by light 
when the darkness falls: 

The people which sat in darkness saw great 
light; and to them which sat in the region and 
shadow of death light is sprung up (Matt. 
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A Gift Is Accepted 
By Robert C. Veil Jr. 

A fact recognized in everyday business deal
ings, but of which some in religion lose 
sight, is that a gift is not a gift until it is ac

cepted. In his classic work, Black's Law Dictionary, 
(1891) Henry Campbell Black defined a gift as "a 
voluntary transfer of property to another made gra
tuitously and without consideration." Webster paral
lels this definition as follows: "something voluntar
ily transferred by one person to another without 
compensation" (Seventh New Collegiate Dictio
nary, 1967). An instructive addition follows the ba
sic definition by Black. He proceeds to outline the 
four widely recognized elements of a gift: 

1. Capacity or ability of the giver; 
2. Intention of the giver to make a gift; 
3. Completed delivery to or for the beneficiary; 
4. Acceptance of the gift by the beneficiary. 
If any of these four elements is missing, there is 

no legal gift. Notice that the first three elements deal 
with actions or characteristics of the giver. The final 
element concerns the recipient of the gift. 

Like so many areas of our law, the influence of 
the grand themes and concepts of the Bible is evi
dent here. "For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten son" (John 3:16a). Although God 
is capable of making, and clearly intended such 
a gift; and although the required delivery has been 
fully performed on God's part, such a gift is not 
complete until accepted by the intended bene
ficiaries. Until I accept it, there is no completed gift 
tome. 

Of what does acceptance consist? The verse 
continues, "That whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 
3:16b). All that is included in the phrase "believeth 
on him [Christ]" is required in order to accept and 
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appropriate this unspeakable gift. That more is in
cluded than mere mentally agreeing that Jesus is the 
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A proper understanding of Ephesians 2:8-9 will 
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yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, that 
no man should glory." At first reading, this passage 
appears to contradict James' clear statement that 
"works" are essential, because Paul says "not of 
works." However, a review of the context in which 
this passage appears solves any apparent difficulty. 
Paul's focus in Ephesians 2 is on God's activity in 
bringing about salvation. James' focus is on man's 
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activity. From the beginning of Ephesians 2, Paul 
stresses what God has done: "And you did he make 
alive ... made us alive together with Christ ... raised 
us up .. . made us to sit with him in the heavenly 
places." James' emphasis is upon what man must 
do, namely put his faith into practice through works. 
Paul proves the first three elements of the gift; 
James proves the fourth. 

The person who makes a gift has the right to dic
tate the manner of acceptance. Until God's delivery 
of salvation is accepted by the intended beneficiary 
on God's terms, the gift is incomplete and ineffec
tual as to that intended beneficiary. God's terms of 
acceptance are set forth in numerous passages. 
Hearing and believing the gospel (Rom. 10: 17), re
pentance of sins (Acts 2:38), confession of faith 
(Rom. 10: 1 0), and baptism (Mark 16: 16) are all 
"works" in obedience to God's plan of salvation. It 
is God's plan and desire that men should render obe
dience to the gospel through these works, and then 
continue in good works throughout life. "For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God afore prepared that we should 
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walk in them" (Eph. 2:16; see also Rom. 12:1-2). 
Peter confirmed the need for man's acceptance 

of God's gift when he wrote, "Seeing ye have puri
fied your souls in your obedience to the truth unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren, love one another 
from the heart fervently" (1 Pet. 1 :22). Peter here 
says that Christians have purified their souls. We 
typically think of our Lord as the purifier. But there 
is a sense in which Christians are said to purify their 
souls. This is the sense in which Peter commanded 
his hearers on Pentecost to save themselves (Acts 
2:40). Man's contribution to the salvation process is 
not something about which he may boast, and he 
does not earn or deserve salvation on his own merit. 
But by obeying God's commands or terms of salva
tion, man accepts this gift and purifies his soul. 

It is no gift which is not accepted. Although the 
Lord is long-suffering, and does not desire that any 
should perish (2 Pet. 3:9), it is not until our obedi
ence to the truth of the gospel that we are purified, 
saved, and true beneficiaries of the gift of God. 
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Prayer 

0 We worry about decadence in America. The 
"news" is mostly about evil things people do and we 
may forget that there is good in our society, too. 

Princeton Religion Research Center recently 
commissioned a Gallup poll on the prayer habits of 
Americans. The good news is that 90 percent of 
Americans pray. Many prayers are misguided, but 
eVen so it is encouraging to know that the Vast ma
jority of our fellow citizens and neighbors pray. 
They may only admit this to a Gallup-poll-taker, but 
they pray. This goes along with the information that 
87 percent of Americans believe in a supreme being. 

Americans say they pray for these things: 
• Family's well-being 98% 
•Giving of thanks 94% 
• Strength or guidance 92% 
•To ask forgiveness 92% 
• Personal peace 87% 
• Praising God 87% 
• To forgive others 86% 
• World peace 83% 
• Personal health 82% 
• Safe passage on a trip 81% 
• Deliverance from a burden 80% 
• When afraid 79% 
• Personal salvation 78% 

The percentage continues to taper off and only 5 
percent pray for something bad to happen to some
one. By the way, young people, 42 percent pray for 
good grades. 

Anyhow, it may warm the cockles of your heart 
to know that so many Americans pray. It is of inter
est to note that 95 percent of those who pray address 
their prayers to Jehovah or to Jesus or to God. Only 
5 percent of those who pray address their requests 
and thanks giving to "a transcendent or cosmic force 
or to the God within." So, maybe new-ageism is not 
as popular as we have been lead to believe. 

How often do people pray? Here are the an
swers: Constantly in a state of prayer 3 percent; two 
or more times daily 36 percent; once daily 36 per-
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cent; several times weekly 9 percent; once weekly 6 
percent; a couple of times a month 3 percent; 
monthly 1 percent; a couple of times a year 2 per
cent; no response 4 percent. 

It is good to know that Americans are praying 
people. This tells us that most Americans are con
cerned about spiritual things and ought therefore to 
be interested in Bible study. 

Eye-opener 
0 The New York Times reports that the Lake 

County, Fla. school board adopted a resolution re
quiring students to acquire "an appreciation of our 
American heritage and culture." The school board 
wanted students to be taught pride in "our republi
can form of government, our free-enterprise system, 
patriotism, strong family values." These elements, 
the board suggested, make the American way of life 
"superior'' to others around the globe. 

This triggered a frrestorm. The local teachers' 
union threatened to sue. USA Today featured a local 
woman lamenting that the board's action made the 
Lake County schools a laughingstock. Anna 
Quindlen, Pulitzer-prizewinning columnist, decried 
the rise of new nativism. 

Abortion 
0 Over 50 members of Congress wrote to Attor

ney General Janet Reno and Secretary of State War
ren Christopher asking them to expedite the request 
of a pregnant Chinese woman for admission to the 
United States. Jihong Liu was the wife of a perma
nent resident of the United States and had been ap
proved for an American visa, but sought early entry 
to escape the coerced abortion of her unborn child. 
After a long delay, the Administration rejected the 
request, forcing Jihong, who had been in hiding, to 
surrender to Chinese authorities. The abortion was 
carried out on April 29, 1994. 

Bluebonnet L4nd 
0 Austin, Texas, made history May 7 when it 

became the frrst city whose electorate voted to over
turn a "domestic partnership" law. The city council 



had extended "spousal" insurance benefits to un
married partners of city employees, both hetero
sexual and homosexual. Austin voters nixed the 
benefits, 62-38 percent. The vote is regarded as a 
major setback for homosexual activists, but also an 
affmnation of marriage over cohabitation. 

Do Tell 
0 The New York 1imes commented on the trend 

among rock musicians, noting biblical references in 
songs by widely different artists like Nirvana, U2, 
John Mellencamp, and Rickie Lee Jones. Writer 
Guy Garcia asks, "Why is faith suddenly so fashion
able again? Part of the answer seems to lie in the in
creasing ephemeral nature of modem life. In an age 
when cultural fads are gobbled up and dispensed 
within nanoseconds, the timeless verities of good 
and evil speak with new authority." 

C(lpital Punishment 
0 Last year 76 percent of Americans approved 

the death penalty. Thirty-seven states have adopted 
capital punishment for at least some type of murder. 
The death penalty is generally imposed for the fol
lowing crimes: (1) premeditated murder, (2) felony 
murder (murder committed during the course of an
other crime), (3) murder-for-hire, (4) murder with 
torture, (5) multiple murder, or (6) terrorist murder. 
(Some states also specify murder of a policeman or 
prison guard.) 

Won't Wonders Never Cease? 
0 On February 16, Miss Marla Maple's former 

publicist, Mr. Chuck Jones, was found guilty of 
breaking into her quarters and stealing certain of her 
undergarments and several pairs of shoes. Mr. Jones 
stunned a packed courtroom when he testified he 
has acquired a "physical, sexual relationship" with 
Miss Maple's shoes. Witnesses who heard the testi
mony discount the theory that he made the state
ment in hopes of landing a high-level position in the 
Clinton administration. 

0 In West Springfield, Mass., members of the 
local chapter of Lesbian Avengers, Inc. are being 
threatened with criminal reprisals for handing out 
candy and Valentine's day messages at a local grade 
school. The messages said, "Girls who love girls 
and women who love women are OK!!!" And an 
800 number was included to "America's Wildest, 

Hottest Phone Sex Service." The American Civil 
Liberties Union has yet to act. 

0 Anthropologists respect every culture except 
their own. Barbarous customs like female genital 
infibulation have been passionately defended by an
thropologists on the grounds that they must be func
tional or else societies living close to nature would 
not have adapted them in the first place. Anthro
pologists who are capable of sniffing out the slight
est smell of repressive power in their own societies 
are able to defend cannibalism, ceremonial rape, 
and head-hunting as successful adaptations. 

Goals 2000 

0 Goals 2000 became law on March 31. It puts 
the education establishment into all aspects of life 
from conception until the child enters the labor 
force. It endorses a national school board, a national 
curriculum, national testing, funding of school
based clinics (the so-called condom clinics), out
come-based education, the "Robin Hood" plan that 
forces states to equalize funding among school dis
tricts, and a national "teachers as parents" program. 

The act establishes seven National Education 
Goals to be met by the year 2000: 

Goal 1 states that all children in America must 
start school "ready to learn." This means the gov
ernment plans to take over the responsibility for 
raising infants, toddlers, and preschoolers, and for 
running all kinds of preschool baby-sitting and 
health-care programs. 

Goal 2 states that the high school graduation rate 
will increase to 90 percent, with assurances that the 
graduation rates for minority and non-minority stu
dents will be the same. This goal will be facilitated 
by the current trend of giving every one high grades, 
making report cards meaningless. 

Goal 3 says that all students will leave grades 4, 
8 and 12 having demonstrated "sufficient compe
tency" over subject matter including foreign lan
guages and art, history and geography, involvement 
in community service, and knowledge about the "di
verse cultural heritage." There is no mention of chil
dren learning how to read. 

Won't You Please Come Home? 
0 Bill Bennett says: "As individuals and as a so

ciety, we need to return religion to its proper place. 
I 
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Nowadays, much of society ridicules and disdains 
religion, and mocks those who are serious about it. 
In fact, the only respectable form of bigotry is big
otry directed against religious people. And the rea
son for this hatred of religion is that it forces mod
em man to confront matters he would prefer to ig
nore." 

For the Record 
0 '1\venty women from NOW rallied outside the 

White House to support Hillary Clinton. NOW 
president Patricia Ireland, using the conspirato
rialist's they says: "They're trying to keep not just 
Hillary Clinton but all of us in our place." 

0 Hetrodoxy reports that at Northern Arizona 
University, a "Transexualism and Society" course 
required students to cross-dress for one class. The 
professor, Thurin Schminke, was born a female, but 
now claims to be male. 

Whose Rights? 
0 Former New Hampshire State Supreme Court 

Justice and U.S. Congressman Chuck Douglas in 
commenting on the push to pass laws on both the 
state and national level favoring sodomites and les
bians observed: 

The average household income for male 
homosexual couples is $56,863, while a mar
ried heterosexual couple averages $10,000 
less .... While many in the media and upscale 
Protestant churches view all sexuality as mor
ally neutral, they now seek to impose this 
view, by Caesar's law, on employers or land
lords who do not happen to believe in MTV 
morality. ... The issue is quite simple. So
called gay civil rights laws elevate homo
sexual, transvestites and bisexual practices to 
the status of protected activity, while making 
illegal the choice of employees or tenants by 
those who sincerely believe certain sexual con
duct and lifestyles are immoral and offensive. 
States will now seek to punish those who 
aren't trendy or religiously 'correct' with 
criminal penalties and fines for those who dis
sent from an order to hire homosexuals. 

Such bills are really about who we are and 
what we value in terms of religious freedom .••. 
[Christians] are not media favorites. Yet they 
should be free to exercise their 1st Amendment 
civil liberty to choose traditional values of 
family and religion over a legislative civil law 
that enshrin~s moral relativism as equally ac-
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ceptable behavior and then punishes any dis
senters. 

As Professor Richard F. Duncan of the Univer
sity of Nebraska Law School put it in his article 
"Who Wants to Stop the Church." ''We are all sin
ners. But we do not demand that our sins be recog
nized as civil rights." 

Headlines 
0 In a Three-to-One Vote, the New York Su

preme Court Has Struck Down a Liberal Condom 
Distribution Policy in New York Schools. 

0 Despite Dancing Condoms on Your TV 
Screens, Courtesy of the Federal Government, Ab
stinence Has Become Front-Page News for Major 
City Dailies Like The Washington Post and The New 
York1imes. 

0 Religious Groups Have Stepped Up Their Ef
forts to Teach Young People the Importance of 
Chastity. 

0 The Supreme Court has Let Stand a Missis
sippi Law Requiring Written Consent of Both Par
ents Before an Abortion Can Be Performed on an 
Unmarried Girl Younger Than 18. 

0 The Presbyterian Church in America - a 
Presbyterian "Continuing Church" - Has Re
tracte~ Its Irregular Ordination of Two Women 
Deacons. 

0 The Highest Court in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) Has Upheld the Ordination of Two Homo
sexuals as Deacons. 

0 The Episcopal Church's General Theological 
Seminary in New York Has Decided to Open Its 
Housing to "Committed" Homosexual Couples
Though Unmarried Heterosexual Couples Are Still 
Banned from Living Together on Campus. The 
New Policy States "in the Case of Clergy and Stu
dents Preparing for Ordination, Written Approval of 
Their Diocesan Bishop Is Required." 

0 The Sensational Murder of an Anglican Priest 
in Montreal Has Provoked His Bishop to Lash Out 
Against Homophobia. Mourners at the Funeral 
Were Urged to Demand That the Quebec Human 
Rights Commission Do Something About Gay
Bashing. 



Worth Repeating 
Compiled by Paul Sain 

Some Comparisons '' T brice was I beaten with rods, once I was 
stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a 
night and a day have I been in the deep" 

(2 Cor. 11:25). 
"Maybe we better not go to church this 
morning. It sure looks like it might rain." 

O"And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, 
and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit" (Acts 
7:59). 

"I don't believe I will go to church today. I 
kinda have a headache. Besides, Uncle Sam 
might come by for a visit. " 

O"Be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always a-
bounding in the work of the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). 

"But I never have been involved in visiting 
and teaching others. Let someone else do 
that. I probably would do it all wrong any
way." 

O"God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 
3:16). 

"Sure, I love the Lord. And one day I intend 
to worship more, and get involved, and then 
maybe even teach a class. Yes, I love him 
with all my heart. " 

Adapted from Cedar Bayou, TX bulletin 

Nothing cooks your goose quicker 
than a boiling temper. 

Men have to find truth! Not because it 
is lost, but because they are lost. 

If you would get life's best- see to it that life 
gets your best! 

Send· material to be considered ror ''Worth Repeating" to 
Paul Saln • 544 E. Madison· Pulaski, TN 38478-7411 

What the Use of Tobacco Is 

F or a fifteen-year-old high school student in 
Georgia, it was a tool of social acceptance. 
The use of it meant that he was cool. He had 

only been using smokeless tobacco three years 
when his headaches and constant nausea led the 
doctors to diagnosis him with incurable brain can
cer. How often have stories been recounted of lung 
cancer patients holding on to the habit that claimed 
their lives? 

Some have asserted that the use of tobacco is 
a small sin - a lesser evil. Others say that only 
some will suffer physical effects from its use. Still 
others defend it by calling it a matter of personal 
judgment. Let us consider the following words as 
informative: 

The use of tobacco is: (1) Sorry stewardship. 
Every dollar we earn is from God. One day, we will 
stand before him and give an account of how we 
used the money. We cannot seek God first (Matt. 
6:33) while wasting our money on the tobacco 
habit. (2) Influential. When one uses tobacco, he is 
wielding a powerful influence for evil. He is saying 
he knows the risks, disease and death, but is going 
to smoke anyway. (3) Negligence. Too many care
less individuals cross over into eternity without con
sidering their actions. Using tobacco is a neglect of 
ones family; of maintaining one's vessel of God (his 
body); and of one's soul. 

The use of tobacco is, truly, sin! Tobacco asks 
mounds of one's money, all of one's influence, and 
the sacrifice of one's health. Christians who use to
bacco must stop to be found pleasing in God's sight. 
Do not be fooled and persuaded into thinking it is 
O.K. It is not. It hurts your influence, associates, and 
most important, your God! 

-Neal Pollard, via Knight Arnold News, Memphis, TN 
~ 
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Traveling? 
Visit these congregations. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 s. Logan. (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ. 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Davidson, 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406) S49-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home of the Northwest Firm Foundllllon Lee· 
turesblp. 

-North Carolina-
Finn Foundation Ad Department 

P. 0. Box 210876 
Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

minister. Rocky Mount -Church of Christ, 1040 Hill SL 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 Sun. 10• 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Alaska-
222 exiL Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (904) - Ohio -
376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P .0. Box 91735, Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344- Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
6715 or R.C. Raymer 3~?;~:74. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 4S414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 
274-6801. Home of Western Ohio Valley Finn 
Foundllllon Leduresblp. Fairbanks, serving FL Wainwright and the Greater Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 

Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert Falrborn,nearDaytonandWright-PattersonAFB., 
456-4921. McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 

-Arkansas- Home of Florida School of Preaching. minister. (513) 878-1162. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church -Oklahoma-Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, 
(501) 932-4328. 

of Christ, S410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Brad Poe, minister. Chris 4300 N Ann Arbo A 73122 S 9 
(407) 657-0657. t. · r ve., · un. • 

10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Amott Lowder, 
-California- Plant City- Springhead Church of Christ, 1402 

Modesto _ 416 w. Whitmore at Carol Ln., Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 

5 S 9 30 10 30 6 ured. 7 Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754-953 1. un. : , : a.m., p.m., "' p.m. 
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor or West Coast Firm 1776 or7S4-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 

ForuulaJJon Leduresblp. Sarasota -Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell. minister. 
p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

minister. 787-5814. 

-Pennsylvania
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ. 
1339 S. Hanover SL, 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bob Eddy, minister. (215) 
326-4028. Home of Southeastern PennsylvanJa 
Firm Foun411tlon Lectureship. 

-South Carolina-Sebastian - 1045 Main SL Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
San Bernardino - Uptown Church of Christ, p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

· Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main SL, 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

3630 N. "B" SL Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Call 883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, minister, 
883-5232. 

-Georgia-

Memorial Drive., Decatur, 30032 (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 
1-285). 

San Lorenzo - 977 Grant Ave. at Washington, 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m., (415) 2764693, Joe Gilmore, minister. 
Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundllllon Lee· 
tureshlp. Byron- 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 49 

(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. Camper 
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Noah (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor or 
West Coast Firm Foun411tlon Lec:turesblp. -Indiana-
Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. EvaDSVIIIe- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
ti 

· ds s 
10 11 6 Wed 7 Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 

nen . un. , a.m., p.m., · p.m. Wed. 6 30 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. p.m., : p.m. 

-Minnesota-
C eeaual 

BURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 South Church SL, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ. 2344 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

-Colorado- -Missouri-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - Bast Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9:00, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Fou1U141lon 
Lec:tureshlp. 

Memphis- Knight Arnold Olurch of Christ. 4400 
Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, 
minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 2S miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 859-
3974,643-0589,or6S4-2091. 

-Texas-
Abllene- Eastside Church of Christ, 80S N. Judge 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, comer of Bramoo - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh SL, Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 Sun. 9:00, 10:00 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is our 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, minister. 824-7040. 334-3866, 334-3757. pattern. 
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Baytown - Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Highway 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith." 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (8 17) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (7 13) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
S_t., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood- Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
I 1026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. • ••• • 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ on 
Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, preacher. 
(2 10) 494-2499. 

Waco- Columbus Avenue Church of Christ, 1525 
Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:3 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth group. 752-
9636. 

- Virginia -

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, II 
a.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. 
(703) 382-7837. 

Chr istiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-
7777. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chi swell Church of Christ
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~ mile S. I-81 & I-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 637-
4244: (703) 637-6839. 

- Wyoming -

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 555 N. 
Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, 
672-3097. 

CLASSIFIED 
Advert.ising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is accepted in 
keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. 
Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to 
the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by tl1e first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the following montll. 

Preachers Wanted 
Small congregation, 50 members, seeks full-t ime 
preacher. House, utilities and salary provided. Send 
resume and salary requirements to Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 482, Pilot Point, TX 76258. 

Evangelist wanted: Coventry Hills Church of 
Christ, Pottstown, Pa. (Host congregation of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 
Lectureship.) Congregation of 75 members needs 
sound gospel preacher. House provided, salary, 
utilities, and benefits negotiable. Send resume with 
references and sermon tape to Charles Smith, 1344 
S. Keirn St., Pottstown, PA 19464. 

Preacher wanted: Congregation of about 15 
members, average attendance 25. Prefer older 
preacher, retired, to supplement income. Beautiful 
building, debt free. Great possibilities. Contact Lynn 
Lane Church of Christ, P.O. Box 597, Ida bell, OK 
74745, or call (405) 286-5336 or (405) 286-6870. 

Congregation of 250 in military community of 
30,000, in southern New Mexico, seeks evangelistic 
pulpit minister. Christian education plus pulpit 
minister experience to be a· minimum of I 0 years. 
Please send resumes, a cassette tape with 2 sermons, 
and a VHS video cassette with one sermon to Pulpit 
Search Committee, Cuba Ave. Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 117, Alamogordo:NM 88311-0117. 

For Sale 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994) - $17.50 
Rightly Dividing the Word, Vol. 1-$12.50, Rightly 
Dividing the Word, Vol. /l- $16.50 or set for 
$27.00. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11 026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
Train" newsletter. 

Book - A mathematician looks at the threefold 
prophecy of Joel 2 :28-32 and the transition period 
from the old to the new covenant. Includes a fresh 
look at tlle Holy Spirit. Seventy-two pages with 
chart. $3.00 per copy plus shipping. Disc()unt for 
quantity purchases. Order from Biblical Publishing, 
1300 Terminal Dr., Carlsbad, NM 88220. (505) 
887-2044. Fax 505-885-6976. 

Free sample copy of tract for personal evangelism: 
"Will AU People Be Saved?" by Raymond T. Exum. 
Send long, self-addressed stamped envelope to 
Ex urn Press, P.O. Box 973, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-
0973. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also buy 
religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of Avondale an active congregation. 4017 
thousands of Scripture references, each summarized Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 
and organized under hundreds of logically-arranged The ''Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An easy, 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
important discussion-stimulating questions. T his evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a in your congregation. Elders or church leaders 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 
evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and 
power of New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending $11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, 
Colton, CA 92324. 

Pews, 12-12'long, hardwood. Good condition. Very 
reasonable price. Call Jr. Mace, Rolla Church of 
Christ, Rolla, MO (314) 341-24 18. 

Church of 
Christ 

FUNERAL 
SONGS 

TOU. FREE NATIONWIDE 
1-800-654-5918 

48 SONGS • AVAILABLE ON 
COMPACT DISCS AND CASSETTE 

-Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or refuse 

any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We 
try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we announce 
this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements: The Firm Foundation retains the 
privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost Is $50 for a full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for anything 
under a half-page. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to 
have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of 
fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 
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Doesn't That Seent Strange to You? 
By Carl B. Garner 

W 
hat is in us human beings that causes us to 
see some things so very clearly, while 
being so completely blinded to others. Of

ten in attempting to balance our bank records we 
can "see" a mathematical error several times with
out recognizing it as a mistake. When a writer 
proofreads his/her material, why is it that a mis
spelled word or a misquote can slip right by our 
consciousness without our detecting it? Why do we 
fail to recognize the contradictory nature of some 
actions, even though their essential quality is obvi
ous when called to our attention? The answers to 
these questions take a back seat to the acknowledg
ment of their existence. We often find ourselves fail
ing to understand what should be obvious to us. 

Paul was keenly aware of the undercurrents of 
his own society and age (see Titus 1:12-13, Acts 
26: 1-3). Many of those self-contradictory matters 
mentioned earlier are directly related to biblical and 
spiritual principles we ought to be able to recognize. 
Notice these: 

1. God's name in public gatherings. In the 
events surrounding President Clinton's inaugura
tion, prayers were spoken and songs were sung that 
voiced honor to God. But is it not an interesting phe
nomenon that similar prayers and songs are not wel
come in the schoolhouse or at a public school ath
letic event. Why are they deemed appropriate in 

Washington in January but not in Tennessee or 
Texas during football season? Doesn't that seem 
strange to you? 

2. Saving the snail darter while killing the ba
bies. How can some become so incensed at the de
struction of animal habitats and inhumane treatment 
toward whales, songbirds, and tiny fish - toward 
which we also·feel sympathy -yet those same cru
saders would legislate the killing of one and one
half million babies every year? Why are red-capped 
vireos more valuable to us than children made in the 
image of God? Doesn't that seem strange to you? 

3. Food for the body as contrasted with food 
for the mind. The U.S. Food and Drug Administra
tion carefully tests many products for possible dan
ger to our bodies, for some even denying them per
mission to be sold. Meanwhile, printing presses are 
working 24 hours a day to produce pornography and 
film studios are grinding out filth that can only do 
harm to the minds and souls of human beings who 
tabernacle in those bodies. Why is the protection of 
the body more important than protecting the soul? 
Doesn't that seem strange to you? 

4. A background of belief in a creator, yet 
spending millions to espouse atheism. Every 
eighth-grade social studies student is aware - or 
used to be - that religion was a major principle in 
the founding of our country. The preamble to our 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Privily Bringing in 
Damnable Heresies 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

False teachers are sneaky. They inject 
false teaching by degrees. They move 
slowly and surreptitiously. The reason is 

they could never get acceptance for their ideas 
if they came out into the open. If they an
nounced in advance what their aim is, they 
would get stern rejection and sharp rebuke. 
False teachers know this and, therefore, move 

cautiously until their devious goals are realized. 
Lynn Anderson in a recent issue of Wineskins (June 1993) in 

an article, "Change Without Chaos," quotes Ronnie White of the 
Quail Springs church in Oklahoma as saying, "If you change too 
fast some people leave .... When your church reaches the limits of 
tolerance, back off! Talk about familiar and safe things for 
awhile." Anderson observes that a great ship at sea does not turn 
on a dime, but over a long, wide circle. The implication is that 
churches do not change overnight, but over time. He advises 
make your doctrinal change slowly - very slowly! 

The truth is that if I have discovered something true - indis
putably true- I do not have to do a sales job on it. All I need do 
is announce it. "There's gold in California" did not need an ardu
ous program of salesmanship. It only needed a pronouncement. 
The 49ers came running. 

An openhanded, forthright announcement is the earmark of 
honest inquiry. An attempt to turn the ship slowly is the tag of dis
honesty. Remember the frog in cold water slowly heated until it is 
boiled? It is often true that people patiently wait to be boiled be
cause they have been manipulated by unscrupulous leaders. 

When liberals were taking over the Unitarian Church about 
100 years ago, the same type of deception was used. One noted 
preacher of the time wrote: 

By indirection a large part of the finest and subtlest work is 
accomplished .... The purpose of its very existence is to widen 
the area of liberal thought by a movement without which the 
old churches might have fossilized (Christian Register, 1910, 
p. 339). 

Dr. J.W. Day said: 
A good many Unitarians are doing more good where they are 
than they could do anywhere else. They are undoubtedly cap-



turing strongholds that we could never carry by direct attack. 
They are the modernists of Protestantism who are working 
from within the fold. We want more of them and we want them 
where they are (Christian Register, 1912, p. 314). 

Minot Simons, a leading Unitarian preacher of the time said: 
To have led a direct assault upon those orthodox fortifications 
would have aroused unnecessary antagonism at the start and 
shut the doors of the city [Nashville] in our faces .... Sugges
tion is admissible, letting the truth slip into the back door of 
the mind unawares when the front entrance has been barri- · 
caded (Christian Register, 1916, p. 606). 

Dr. Slaten of the West Side Unitarian Church, New York, ex-
plains the method: 

In some of the churches at least, the very principle of freedom 
on which the denomination is based guarantees him [the 
crypto-Unitarian] his right to remain. It is strategic to remain 
and work from the inside. Many others are doing it successfully 
and the gradual permeation of the orthodox denominations 
with liberal ideas disseminated by trusted leaders of their own 
appears to them the best procedure. Until recently this has been 
a procedure that was comparatively easy to follow. Now it is 
uncertain and dangerous (Christian Register, 1923, p. 548). 

W.S. Morgan describes his passage to Unitarianism: 
A liberal brother from a neighboring town came to see me. He 
had said some radical things from his pulpit to which objec
tions had been made. Don't label your heresy, was my advice. 
Do as I do. Give them the heresy in such a fashion that the very 
saints will not suspect it. Bad ethics, you say! I say, very bad! 
But it is the only way in which hundreds of orthodox pulpits 
can be held (No. 223 of the official tracts of the American Uni
tarian association. Mr. Morgan was a Baptist minister educated 
at the Yale Divinity School). 

Thomas Clayton tells the same story. He says: 
I was advised to stay where I was and keep some of my opin
ions to myself, gradually to sow the seeds of liberalism and 
wait until the time was ripe for more aggressive agitation. 

Revelation and truth are being denied in the established 
churches of our day. The idea that God revealed himself to man in 
certain propositions recorded in the Holy Scriptures is rejected. 
The official magazine of the United Church of Christ said: 

The Biblical myths that Christians deal with are familiar: the 
Paradise story, Adam and Eve, the Fall, the Flood, the Tower of 
Babel, the Virgin Birth, the miracles, the Resurrection and As
cension. These are myths to be solved, for a myth is a combi
nation of symbols pointing to an ultimate concern (The Honest 
to God Debate, Westminster Press, 1963, p. 95). 

It might be an interesting exercise to see if the "scholars" in 
universities operated by our bothers would say that Eden was a 
real place, or that Adam and Eve were real people, or that a univer
sal flood once occurred, or that Jonah was swallowed by a big 
fish, or that Mary was a virgin when Jesus was born, or that Jesus 
fed 5,000 men with a few loaves and fishes. You might be amazed 
- shocked - alarmed. 

i ' !'· ; 
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Of course, scholars are not overpoweringly hon
est. They will say that the mother of Jesus was a 
"sexually questionable woman" and in the next 
breath say they believe in the virgin birth. It is obvi
ous they put a special meaning on the words virgin 
birth and do not mean by the expression what they 
know their listeners understand by those words. 
This is deception, and that is dishonest. 

Gresham Machen made this clear when he 
wrote: 

4 

At this point an objection may be raised. 
The liberal preacher, it may be said, is often 
ready to speak of the 'deity' of Christ; he is of
ten ready to say that 'Jesus is God.' The plain 
man is much impressed. The preacher, he says, 
believes in the deity of our Lord; obviously 
then his unorthodoxy must concern only de
tails; and those who object to his presence in 
the church are narrow and uncharitable heresy
hunters. 

But unfortunately language is valuable 
only as the expression of thought. The English 
word 'God' has no particular virtue in itself; it 
is not more beautiful than other words. Its im
portance depends altogether upon the meaning 
which is attached to it. When, therefore, the 

Employment Opportunities 
The Texas Department of Criminal Justice is look
ing for applicants. The openings that are reported 
include correctional officers, as well as many civil
ian jobs within the department. Several thousand 
jobs will be opening up in and around our city of 
Beeville, Texas. We look forward to seeing our 
sleepy little city bustling with new activity, however 
it would even be a greater blessing to see these 
thousands of jobs filled by strong Christians. If you 
are out of work or looking for a change in profes
sions we hope you take advantage of this opportu
nity. Please contact the Texas Employment Com
mission, (512) 358-3330 or the Texas Department 
of Corrections (409) 291-4023 (personnel office). 
If you live in the state of Texas your local office of 
the Texas Employment Office should be able to 
help you. If you need assistance with housing or 
information about schools etc. or we can help you 
in any way please call us. We are looking forward 
to hearing from you. 
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liberal preacher says that 'Jesus is God,' the 
significance of the utterance depends alto
gether upon what is meant by 'God.' 

And it has already been observed that 
when the liberal preacher uses the word 'God,' 
he means something entirely different from 
that which the Christian means by the same 
word. God, at least according to the logical 
trend of modem liberalism, is not a person 
separate from the world, but merely the unity 
that pervades the world. To say, therefore, that 
Jesus is God means merely that the life of God 
which appears in all men, appears with special 
clearness or richness in Jesus. Such an asser
tion is diametrically opposed to Christian be
lief in the deity of Christ. 

Equally opposed to Christian belief is an
other meaning that is sometimes attached to 
the assertion that Jesus is God. The word 'God' 
is sometimes used to denote simply the su
preme object of men's desires, the highest 
thing that men know. We have given up the no
tion, it is said, that there is a Maker and Ruler 
of the universe .... A young man, for example, 
has received disquieting reports of the unor
thodoxy of a prominent preacher. Interrogating 
the preacher as to his belief, he receives a reas
suring reply. 'You may tell everyone,' says the 
liberal preacher, 'that I believe that Jesus is 
God.' The inquirer goes away much im
pressed. It may be doubted, however, whether 
the assertion, 'I believe that Jesus is God,' on 
the lips of liberal preachers is strictly truthful. 
The liberal preacher attaches indeed a real 
meaning to the words, and that meaning is very 
dear to his heart. He really does believe that 
'Jesus is God.' But the trouble is that he at-
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taches to the words a different meaning from 
that which is attached to them by the simple
minded person to whom he is speaking. He of
fends, therefore, against the fundamental prin
ciple of truthfulness in language. According to 
that fundamental principle, language is truth
fu l, not when the meaning attached to the 
words by the speaker, but when the meaning 
intended to be produced in the mind of the par
ticular person addressed, is in accordance with 
the facts (Christianity and Liberalism, Grand 
Rapids: Erdmans, 1923, pp. I 09-112). 

Entire denominations affiliated with the Na
tional Council of Churches no longer insist that 
Jesus is God. A reader asked a regular columnist for 
The Christian, the official organ for the Disciples of 
Christ, this question: 

ing God.' I have no research study to support 
this statement but I am inclined to believe that 
Dr. Jones has correctly stated the way most 
Disciples feel. 

You do not say you belong to one of our 
churches so, if you are trying to check our 
orthodoxy, as an interested friend, I would as
sure you at the outset that the only orthodox 
Disciple is an unorthodox one. If, in asking 
about the birth of Jesus, you want to say, 
'Believe in the virgin birth the way I explain it 
or all else is false,' you will have few follow
ers. In this matter we respect the sincere be
liever. If the virgin birth means something to 
him it does not mean to another he is not 
'churched' for his views (quoted in the book, 
Baal or God, New Haven, Mo., Leader Pub
lishing Co., pp. 47-48). 

Do the Disciples of Christ believe that Jesus is 
the Son of God? Or, is the story of Jesus' birth 
a myth? 

The columnist replied: 
In the April 30th issue of The Christian, 

you will read a statement by G. Curtis Jones in 
his article, Distinctiveness of Disciples, where 
he says in part, 'Disciples in general have 
never been able to accept the idea of Jesus be-

Sometimes "scholars" play word games in a 
shocking manner. This kind of trickery befits a sor
cerer, but has no place in communication between 
professing Christians. Common decency requires 
that we be straightforward and forthcoming. 
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Doesn't That Seem Strange to You? 
(continued from page 1) 

Constitution declares man was "endowed by their 
Creator" with certain rights. But in the majority of 
our public schools the only "creator" that can be 
mentioned is natural selection, Charles Darwin, or 
Big Bang. Doesn't that seem strange to you? 

5. Boycotts - morally right or wrong? A de
cade ago, religious leaders began encouraging their 
members to participate in boycotts, refusing to buy 
the products of companies sponsoring or supporting 
movies or television programs detrimental to moral
ity. Those who were affected cried out, "Censor
ship!" declaring such boycotts to be inherently un
ethical or morally wrong. But when their own con
victions were threatened, they called upon "morally 
upright" citizens to boycott not only a product or a 
company but an entire state! Doesn't that seem 
strange and hypocritical to you? 

6. A solution to the AIDS crisis - not accept
able. There is only one solution to the danger of 
sexually-transmitted disease, including AIDs, and 
that is the one that is found in the Bible. For the 
leaders of the homosexual community and "AIDs 
activists," abstinence before marriage and faithful 
monogamous relationships after the marriage are 
"naive," unrealistic, and "preachy." The strongest 
comment some are willing to make is: Don't do it, 
but if you do, be careful and take safety precautions. 
Incidentally, abstinence could alleviate our nation's 
drug and alcohol problems - abortion, too, but that 
also would be an attempt to "legislate morality," and 
any fool knows you can't do that. Strange, isn't it? 

7. Can it be right to say that someone is wrong? 
Seldom does anyone want to be told they are wrong, 

6 
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but there is an attitude among some that effectively 
claims that _they can call religious people "fanatics," 
or fundamentalists, or self-righteous bigots, or some 
other epithet. It is all right for them to tell me that I 
am wrong, but for me to say that they are wrong is a 
clear sign of bigotry or "self-righteous dogmatism." 
Doesn't that seem a bit strange to you? 

Recognizing and identifying a problem is help
ful in solving the problem. But there is no need for 
us to be intimidated or threatened when we believe 
and do the right thing. "Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap" (Gal. 6:7). "Be not afraid of their faces: 
for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord" 
(Jer. 1 :8). 
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More on The Peaceable Kingdom 

Dr. William E. Young 
Director of Church Relations 
Abilene Christian University 
Abilene, TX 79699 

Dear Bill, 

August 30, 1994 

Thank you for your letter dated August 25. Your 
decision to stop our study of issues raised in Carroll 
Osburn's book, The Peaceable Kingdom, surprises 
and disappoints me. It seems to me that Osburn is 
openly advocating what has been covertly taught. 
Brother Osburn made the discussion public when he 
wrote and distributed his book. I have every right to 
answer his public teaching publicly. 

Brother Money, in his February 21, 1993 
speech, recommended that we "study and discuss 
and listen and learn from each other ... " He also said 
of close-minded folks "[T]he last thing we [they] 
want is people going around trying to think and ex
amine and search and question." He also called for 
some patience with each other. He concluded with 
the plea that "We all search with open minds, listen
ing and learning and exchanging ideas and studying 
to the best of our abilities ... " 

Bill, I was honestly tying to follow brother 
Money's advice. I thought your letter of July 25 was 
a good opening for serious study of verbal inspira
tion and the inerrancy of the Bible. 

By the way, brother Money also said, "We have 
an infallible revelation in Scripture" (On This Rock, 
Item 14 ). Infallible, in my dictionary means, "unerr
ing, perfect, faultless, certain, sure, and irrefutable." 
Which means, of course, there can be no mistakes in it. 

Brother Osburn says that to accept the inerrancy 
of the Bible is to be a "fundamentalist ... with strong 
anti-philosophical, anti-theological, and anti-educa
tional stances" and makes one "decay into an obscu
rantist and separationist attitude, often defended 
with anti-scholarly, anti-cultural pugnacity" (The 
Peaceable Kingdom, pp. 57-58). Obviously, brother 
Money and brother Osburn do not agree. 

I beg you to con~nue the study. Ask brother Os
burn to name just one scientific error in the Bible. 
4(s him to identify mistakes of history or geography 
in the Bible. If there are such mistakes, then brother 
Money is wrong and we do not have "an infallible 
revelation in Scripture." If anyone thinks there are 
errors in the Bible, he should point them out and 
gives others an opportunity to examine the passages 
and give possible solutions, as I did for you on 1 
Corinthians 10:8. 

If you do not feel you can do it, and can find 
some credible person who will defend Osburn's po
sition in The Peaceable Kingdom, we will be happy 
for ~e discussion to continue. One thing is certain, 
if we refuse to correspond and study the issues that 
threaten to separate us, we will encourage division 
-may even be the cause of it. 

Again, brother Bill, I urge you to reconsider and 
let us go forward with a good Bible study on these 
important matters. A failure to do this shows a 
weakness that I am sure you do not feel nor admit. I 
like you personally and sincerely hope we can come 
to agreement and understanding. If I am wrong on 
this matter of plenary, verbal inspiration and infalli
bility, I want to know it. 

James Thompson said, "Friendly free discus
sion calls forth from the fair jewel, truth, its latent 
ray." McCauley observed, "Men are never so likely 
to settle a question as when they discuss it freely." 
More important is Isaiah's "Come now, let us rea
son together." 

Faithfully, 
H. A. "Buster'' Dobbs 

P.S. I am enclosing a copy of Wayne Coat's 
manuscript dealing with The Peaceable Kingdom 
for your consideration and comments. We do not 
want to misrepresent brother Osburn. If the article is 
unfair or wrong, please let me know immediately 
because it is scheduled for publication in October. 

Copy to: Wayne Coats, Royce Money, Ian Fair, 
Carroll D. Osburn 
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Is It Peaceable or Purloining? 
By Wayne Coats 

In his book, The Peaceable Kingdom, brother 
Carroll Osburn of ACU presents his plan by 
which the church will cease to -be sectarian and 

rise to the ethereal heights of peace on earth and 
goodwill among the denominations. 

In Osburn's grandiose scheme of things, the 
Bible and also the church must undergo radical 
changes. Brother Osburn obviously feels qualified 
to be the front-runner in leading spiritual Israel out 
of the bondage of sectarian-legalism and into the 
promised land of anything-goes-liberalism. 

As we begin the mome~tous march to the upper
most peaks of scholarly wisdom, we beg to be al
lowed to show a mite of legalistic mentality and 
present a few questions and observations. 

e:.se 
What does brother Osburn mean when he says, 

"We need to adhere to firm literary and historical 
guidelines in biblical interpretation?" 
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old modernistic-historical-critical method of bibli
cal interpretation. In the 19th century, Friedrich 
Ernst Daniel Schleiermacher stressed the idea that 
the Bible is a record of what man thought God said 
or did. Schleiermacher said we must interpret the 
scriptures historically and the Bible was just a book 
of human experiences. History is twofold to the 
modernist. It consists of ( 1) events and (2) man~ 
statements about the events. The two may not be the 
same. We can read what man thought happened. 
Historical inquiry has the power to change that into 
what the historian thinks should have been written 
and probably happened. After man scrutinizes the 
biblical record, the historian can tell which events 
may or may not have happened. One !s faith will then 
rest upon the judgment of a man (historian) about 
whether certain events happened and if they were 
acts of God in history. Since the Bible is to be inter
preted according to "historical guidelines," it is un
reasonable to believe merely because scripture 
records the event. Consequently, the word of God is 
tried by the words of man. Authority is really vested 
in man. The error is compounded because the fool
ish theories of the modernist, under the guise of his
torical guidelines, are based on subjective thinking. 
Tell us, brother Osburn, how to separate the words 
of God from the words of man. We must depend 
upon the expert in literary and historical guidelines 
to separate the myths, legends, tales and trivia from 
the word of God. The modernist has not one mite of 
inspiration, and has no authority other than himself. 
Ask brother Osburn where he gets his authority. The 
"historical guidelines" of liberals are as elusive as 
eels. In its simplest form, it is a system where crea
tures will not allow the creator to speak. The liberal 
has a god he can control, a Bible that can be an
nulled, and a church that can be changed . 

Grasp the presumption inherent in brother 
Osburn !r statement that "[T]he biblical canon, as 
well as its inspiration and authority must no longer 
remain terra incognita. " 



That is the same prattle made by liberal digres
sives in the church 90 years ago. They saw 
nonprogressives fading into oblivion. They proph
esied the triumph of liberal ideas under the banner 
of historical guidelines. The nonprogressive suc
ceeded and the liberal cratered, making their 
prophecy a joke. 

Brother Osburn says, "Issues are declining., 
Hogwash! Carroll Osburn and men like him are cre
ating divisive issues. 

Osburn informs us that many are not studying 
the Bible. Well, of course not! A man would be an 
eccentric fool to waste time studying an out-of-date 
and unreliable book. If the Bible only means what a 
bunch of modernists say it means, then it has no au
thority or standing. Liberals destroy confidence and 
faith in the Bible. In view of the modernistic idea of 
inspiration, one may as well read and study an old 
Sears and Roebuck catalogue as to read the Bible. 

oeo 
What does Osburn mean when he says, "Inspi-

ration is drawn from more titillating sources., 
By whom? For what reason? Modernism takes 

inspiration out of the Bible. What are these "titillat
ing sources of inspiration?" Where are the sources 
of those sources? Go to the universities where liber
als perform,· you will find the sources that titillate. 

GdlB"' 

Osburn says there are those who are 
"[s]cavenging secondary sources for em<?tionally 
satisfying understandings., 

In chapter two of his little book, The Peaceable 
Kingdom, Osburn uses 113 secondary sources. 
Those sources take up much space. Perhaps one in a 
hundred million will look up all those sources. In 
chapter five brother Osburn uses 85 secondary 
sources in explaining Jude 3. That array of sources 
is exceedingly impressive, but not to one who knows 
what some of those sources advocate. 

Brother Osburn appears to disdain th~ lazy, in
dolent, slovenly person who relies on "secondary 
sources." In all seriousness, I heartily join him in 
disliking most secondary sources, but wonder how 
he can feel justified in such reliance himself. Some
times the legs of the lame are sawed off. 

Brother Osburn bemoans biblical illiteracy. I 

predict that Bible ignorance will become more 
widespread if our young people sit at the feet of men 
like Osburn and learn how insufficient the Bible is. 

Osburn tells us there are rapid changes in 
"churches at the pew level." 

Why the "pew-level" charge? Is it because pa
rishioners are following their leaders? "Like priest, 
like people" is evermore true. Jesus would express 
it, "Blind leaders manipulate blind followers and 
both fall in the ditch." Many of our schoolmen are 
busy digging bigger and deeper ditches for them
selves and their followers. 

E36D'O 

The Carmichael sage of Abilene sneers at the 
time-honored practice of studying the Bible "[i]n a 
dull read-a-verse and comment" session, which 
only serves to "pool ignorance." He does not like 
preachers who use "tapes" of other preachers. 

Dear brother Osburn, is it all right for preach
ers to read The Peaceable Kingdom and rely upon 
it? Did you, in writing your book, use sources? Who 
did you read from and listen to? In your chapter on 
Jude 3, you condemn yourself, because you read a 
verse and comment all the way through the entire 
book of Jude. Is that pooling ignorance, or what? 

05'0 

Brother Osburn says that when we begin to use 
"short cuts . . . we assign meanings . . . to texts apart 
from serious biblical analysis." 

Could be! Do you want to be able to assign 
meanings? You cannot assign meanings! I cannot 
assign meanings! But brother Osburn can assign 
meanings! When he gets through with all his assign
ing, we will probably still have somewhere a mold
ing copy of the eternal word. 

During the French revolution, Jean Bon St. An
dre, said to a peasant, "I will have all your steeples 
pulled down, that you may no longer have any ob
ject by which you may be reminded of your old su
perstitions. " "But, " replied the peasant, "you can
not help leaving us the stars. " 

Brother Osburn, you want to change the Bible 
and you want to change the church, but would _you 
please leave us the stars? · 

184 Hillview 
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A Minister's Nightmare 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Mike Cope's article entitled "Cheers: A 
Minister's Fantasy Ending" (Wineskins 
April 1993)- is shocking. Cope, co-editor 

of Wineskins and preacher for the Highland Church 
of Christ in Abilene, said seeing the bar, Cheers, 
was a must stop on a rushed trip to Boston. He had 
his picture made standing in front of the saloon. 
Seeing it was as important to Cope as visiting -
Harvard (Wineskins, April1993). 

The American Family Association Journal gives 
the following summary of some of the material on 
Cheers: 

When the new owner of the bar explained 
to the bartender that they would have to work 
on Christmas Eve, he declared, 'No way am I 
punching the clock on one of the most sacred 
of family nights in the whole year!' 'Oh, what 
do you have planned?' asked Rebecca sarcasti
cally. 'An intimate dinner with one of your 
nieces?' 
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In another scene, Sam went to buy a 
Christmas gift for Rebecca, admitting to his 
friends that it was only in hopes of getting her 
into bed with him. He met another woman on 
the street, picked her up, brought her back to 
the bar with plans to go to her place later for 
her to 'model lingerie.' 

The February 11, 1988, episode opened 
with the foul-mouthed barmaid, Carla, com
plaining about breast-feeding her twins ('I 
haven't had my bra off and on this much since 
junior high!'). She begged help from her boss, 
Rebecca, with numerous tasteless references to 
her anatomy. Bartender Woody told about 
dressing farm animals up in women's clothing 
for use at bachelor parties. Sam, the show's 
sex-addicted hero, boasted, 'I swear to God, 
my - very first time (to have sex) was with a 
sixth-grade school-crossing guard!' 

At Frazier's bachelor party he demanded: 
'Where's that stripper!? Let's get Bubbles or 
Peaches or whatever her name is out here and 
have at her!' Cheers erupted as she appeared 
and began her routine. In another scene, 
Frazier referred to his fiancee Lilith getting 
'into' sexual bondage. 

The January 16, 1992, episode featured 
the vile-mouthed Carla bringing - her son, 
Gino, -to the bar. She announced that he was 
going to be a priest. Carla thought she had God 
'over a barrel ... if you have a kid who's a 
priest, you automatically get into heaven, no 
questions asked.' Qther dialogue revealed that 
another character had videotaped his sex ses
sions with Carla. When Gino decided to be a 
male model instead of a priest, Carla fell to her 
knees to plead, promise, and bargain with God 
(gales of laughter). 

Cheers continued its commitment to illicit 
sex in the February 27, 1992, episode. Sam, hit 
on a new female patron at the bar and they 
walk out the door minutes later headed for a 
weekend in Atlantic City. Upon their return, a 
friend asked Sam, 'Did ya get lucky?' 'You bet 
I did!' Sam assured his friends. 'How much 
did you win?' 'Not a cent,' Sam sneered. 

The May 14, 1992, episode began the 
morning before 'Woody and Kellie's' wedding. 



They decided to have sex for the first time. 
They could hardly wait to discuss it with their 
friends at the bar. Their friends had difficulty 
keeping them apart long enough to prepare for 
the wedding that evening. 

On May 21, 1992, a repeat featured Sam 
and Rebecca (lead characters) and their deci
sion to have a baby out of wedlock. When Sam 
was unable to perform sexually, his psychia
trist friend recommended that he revert to 
thinking of sex as something dirty. 

The Cheers sitcom focused primarily on illicit 
sex from its debut in 1982 to its May 20, 1993 final 
episode. The one-hour farewell episode followed a 
30-minute special which featured Cheers trivia and 
clips from the past. The episode itself featured bar
maid Carla shamelessly and relentlessly trying to 
seduce Don, the plumber. Don, however, married 
Rebecca who sought nothing more than money in 
her men. Sam - series hero - and conqueror of 
countless women - first announced he was going 
to marry Diane, former barmaid and sex partner. In 
the end, though, they decided against marriage. Pro
fanity occurred frequently in the dialogue, as was 
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the standard for Cheers throughout its history. 
The apostle to the Gentiles urged Christians to 

focus on truth, honesty, justice, purity, loveliness, 
things well reported of, virtue, and things worthy of 
praise (Phil. 4:8). 

The erudite co-editor of Wineskins, the urbane 
minister of the prominent Highland church in 
Abilene, likes the moral climate of Cheers. I am 
ashamed for my brother! I pray that his elders (in
cluding Royce Money, president of ACU; Randy 
Becton and Glen Owen of the Herald of Truth) will 
provide immediate correction. 

Many in the Lord's church argue that "the main 
problem is that Christians haven't acquired enough 
influence in politics, art, and the entertainment in
dustry to tum things around for good." 

The weakness of God's church is not that Chris
tians are too uninvolved in the politics and adminis
tration of society. It is that we too easily soak up the 
false values of an evil world. The greatest problem 
is too much assimilation of worldliness! 

Cope's article should not have shocked me. He, 
along with Rubel Shelly, published Andre Resner's 
vulgar article characterizing the Lord's mother as 
"another sexually questionable woman." Cope 
thought it proper to present Joseph as "crawling 
into" bed with Mary night after night with only a 
dream as assurance that she had not lied about her 
pregnancy and used him to cover her shame. 

Cope's fantasy is that NBC comes back with one 
last episode in which Jesus walks down the familiar 
stairs, strolls through the door, and takes a seat on 
the barstool next to Norm. He wonders how Jesus 
would address Norm. Cope thinks he would com
mend his fierce loyalty. He also surmises that Jesus 
might commend Norm for his sense of humor. Ac
cording to Cope, "Everyone at Cheers is funny" -
Sam for his one-track mind (illicit sex is funny to 
the co-editor of Wineskins); Carla for her barracuda 
barbs (foul-mouthed vulgarity is funny to the 
preacher for the Highland Church of Christ in 
Abilene, TX); Cliff for his mastery of trivial pursuit; 
and Woody and Coach for their kindergarten minds. 
However, Norm is the clown, the master of one-lin
ers. 

To support his assertion of Norm's prowess with 
one-liners Cope offers a sampling: 
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'Norm, what's going down?' 'My -buns 
on this barstool - pass me a beer' (Wineskins 
April 1993). 

'Norm, how's the world treating you?' 
'Like a baby treats its diaper. Where are the 
beer nuts?' (Wineskins, April 1993). 

'Norm, what do you know?' 'It's a dog
eat-dog world and I'm wearing milkbone un
derwear. Toss me a beer' (Wineskins, April 
1993). 

Cope interjects: "Jesus could appreciate this 
sense of humor, I think. After all, he threw in a line 
now and then that would have made people 
chuckle" (Wineskins, April1993). 

Jesus had a sense of humor, but it was not pro
fane, boorish, and vulgar like Norm's! 

Cope thinks that Jesus' message to Norm and 
the Cheers gang would be that God accepts you just 
as you are. 

Your body may be out of proper proportion, 
your marriage may be a wreck, you may be 
confused about your sexual identity, you may 
be guilty of gross sins, but God loves you des
perately. He doesn't measure people with the 
same standards society uses. According to the 
prominent preacher from Abilene, "Jesus 
might explain that the very reason he came 
was because God is eager to receive people 
who are 'failures' in one or more areas of their 
lives" (Wineskins, April1993). 

Anything, from fornication to homosexuality is 
okay with Cope- even funny. 

A few observations concerning Cope's affront 
to decency. First, it is surprising to see a man in his 
position manifest such cultural ignorance. It is more 
dangerous than it is shocking. As co-editor of Wine
skins and pulpit minister of the Highland church in 
Abilene, he enjoys a wide influence in the church. 
His editorials should be accurate. How could a man 
so well-educated and living in such close proximity 
to ACU be so ignorant of American culture? 

Cope asserts that Jesus uses a standard much 
different than one commonly accepted by American 
society. He implies that freaks, perverts, and losers 
at Cheers were warped because society had beaten 
up on them. Doesn't he know that the only standard 
in this country is that there is no standard? 

Victimism is the rage of the age. If you are a 
cannibalizing axe-murderer, it is because your 
mother made you go to Sunday School - and cut 
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the grass. If you blow a store clerk's brains out for a 
pair of tennis shoes, it is because of growing up 
"economically deprived." If you flunk out of 
school, it is because that vicious, hard-hearted alge
bra teacher insisted that you master the intricacies of 
quadratic equations. Not only that, the literature 
teacher required you to read books. 

How could Cope not know that we live in a no
fault, guilt-free, "I'm Okay: You're Okay" society? 
Jesus could not use a different standard than we use, 
because we have no standard! 

Cope evidences a warped concept of Jesus's 
friendship with sinners. He thinks Jesus would "pal 
around" with the foul-mouthed patrons of a bar like 
Cheers. He even suggests that the Lord would ap
preciate their vulgar humor! He did not get this no
tion from the Bible. Jesus was a friend of sinners in 
that he sought them out with an offer of salvation, 
but he never made any accommodation with sin. 

The thing that distinguished Jesus from the reli
gious leaders of his day was his exacting standard 
and his faith in man's ability to change. His standard 
was not lessened for anyone (John 6:26-69). 

The fictionalized writing style employed by 
brother Cope and other popular writers in the 
church is often abused. Cope and others concoct 
fanciful tales blatantly contradicting plain state
ments of Scripture, and some brethren give cre
dence to it! 

If Mike Cope spent more time reading the Bible 
and less time watching filthy shows like Cheers, he 
would not make such glaring errors. 

He who said "[E]very idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, 
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" (Matt. 
12:36b-37), would not have appreciated the humor 
on Cheers. He who said that whenever a man lusts 
for a woman he has committed adultery with her al
ready in his heart (Matt. 5:28), would not find the il
licit sex on Cheers comical. Away with the fanciful 
tales of men. Let us hear his Word and heed his 
commands, for his Word shall judge us in the last 
great day (John 12:48). 

P.O. Box411 
livingston, TX 77351 
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Is Willow Creek Community Church 
the Church of the Bible? 

By Steve Miller 

J Ruskin Howe, then the preacher for the 
Emmanuel Church in Ashland, Ohio, wrote an 
article titled "Community Churches" in vol

ume one of the Twentieth Century Encyclopedia Of 
Religious Knowledge, pp. 278-279. Mr. Howe gave 
a brief history of the emergence of community 
churches. 

A growing phenomenon in American religious 
life since 1900 has been the rise of Protestant 
churches without denominational affiliation. Such 
churches were originally called union or federated 
churches. They came into existence most frequently 
through the merger of small, competing congrega
tions in communi ties inadequate for the proper 
maintenance of several separate church plants, 
staffs, and programs. 

The mingling of men of all faiths in the armed 
services during World War I, and the rapid emer
gence of new communities where families of many 
religious backgrounds were thrown together, accen
tuated the demand for a type of church fellowship 
where inherited denominational differences could 
be transcended in a religious fellowship centered 
about the great central Christian convictions and ex
pressed in terms of the nature and needs of the indi
vidual community. The name community church 
became a name to conjure with, and such non-sec
tarian congregations sprang up spontaneously 
throughout the land. 

One writer cited a reason for the quick growth of 
community churches: "How do you sell a very old 
story to a crowd of bored baby boomers weaned on 
TV, wined and dined by advertisers, and struggling 
to keep up with the '90s pace of life?" (USA Week
end, Apr. 13-15, 1990, p. 4). Bored baby boomers? 
Keeping up with the times? It sounds as if the 
people decide what pleases God in their lives. Can a 
community church fit the Bible's qualifications for 
the church of Christ? 

One community church is the Willow Creek 
Community Church in South Barrington, Til., just 
outside of Chicago. Willow Creek boasts of having 
15,000 people in attendance for the weekend ser
vices, while 6,000 worship together at the Wednes
day and Thursday evening new community ser
vices. Bill Hybels started Willow Creek Community 
Church in 197 5. 

He began renting the Willow Creek movie the
ater in Palatine every Sunday morning. He 
would conduct services aimed at 'Unchurched 
Harry' -that spiritual seeker full of questions 
about the meaning of life, but uninvolved with 
any organized religion. Instead of merely 
preaching from the Bible, Hybels would com
pose sermons that linked Bible passages to ev
eryday life - dealing with anger, for example, 
or the difficulty of being fully honest with 
people (Daily Herald Suburban Living Show
case, May 18, 1988, p. 1). 

Another article revealed some other information 
concerning the beginning of Willow Creek. "After 
conducting a neighborhood survey to determine 
why people didn't attend church, the church created 
an innovative weekend 'seeker service' with drama, 
contemporary music, and relevant messages tar
geted to 25- 45-year-old 'Unchurched Harry,' a 
friend of a Willow Creek member" (Willow Creek 
Association, 1993 Conferences and Seminars, p. 3). 

Today we are hearing more and more about the 
growth of community churches. Why are commu
nity churches popular in some areas? What do they 
teach? How do they worship? Is the community 
church the church of the Bible? 

The New Testament church has the right origin. 
Passages such as Daniel 2, Isaiah 2, Joel 2 predict 
the establishment of the church of Christ. The sec
ond chapter of Acts shows us the fulfillment of these 
prophecies. The Kingdom was to be established in 
the "last days" (lsa. 2:2) in Jerusalem (lsa. 2:2; 
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28:16; Zech. 1:10). The extent of the kingdom was 
to include "all nations" (Isa. 62:2; Matt. 28: 19). This 
could not have happened before Pentecost (Matt. 
10:5-5). The gospel of Christ was preached to all 
creation (Col. 1 :23). The church of Christ was es
tablished in the days of Roman kings, according to 
Daniel's interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream 
in Daniel 2. The church of Christ would never be 
destroyed (Dan. 2:44). The church of Christ has di
vine origin. 

The church revealed in the Bible has the right 
foundation. Peter confessed, "Thou art the Christ, 
the son of the living God" (Matt. 16:16). Jesus 
stated, "And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 
16: 18). Paul wrote, "For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 
Cor. 3: 11 ). Christ is the solid foundation upon which 
the church stands. 

The church of Christ is ruled from heaven by 
Jesus Christ. "And he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
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dead; that in all things he might have the preemi
nence" (Col. 1: 18). No man, or group of men, have 
been given the authority from God to be the head of 
the universal church. God has not given any confer
ence, council, synod, or papal body any rule or 
power. Jesus Christ is the head of the church of 
Christ (Eph. 1 :22-23). 

The church of Christ is guided by the Scriptures, 
which are given by inspiration (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 
The Bible gives the Christian "all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him that hath called us to glory and virtue" (2 Pet. 
1 :3). The Bible is the standard. The authority of 
Christ is found in the New Testament, which gov
erns, guides, instructs, and sets men free (Col. 3: 17; 
John 8:32). The Bible is sufficient to guide man into 
all truth. The gospel of Christ is powerful (Rom. 
1: 16; Heb. 4: 12). The church of Christ uses the right 
guide, the Bible! 

What does the Willow Creek Community 
Church use as its guide? The following quotations 
reveal that it is not the Bible. "Our philosophy at 
Willow Creek is to attach the Gospel to any means 
of communication that will allow us to present the 
message honestly and powerfully." Do they believe 
and use the Bible? They believe the Bible, but they 
preach and teach a denominational message. It is 
said of Hybels: 

He believes the Bible can be a source of guid
ance and comfort for everyone, and he's eager 
to show them how, but he also knows that 
many people are turned off by organized reli
gion. There's nothing new at all about the doc
trines espoused at Willow Creek. Hybels 
preaches the same doctrines espoused by 
evangelicals everywhere: Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God. He died for the sins of mankind. 
And the only way to get into heaven is to ac
cept this gift of salvation. In a recent sermon, 
Hybels said that immediately after death each 
person will stand before God, who will ask, 
'Has Jesus Christ, my son, become your per
sonal savior and the forgiver of your sins?' 
Anyone who cannot answer 'yes' to that ques
tion is condemned to eternal damnation, 
Hybels asserted (Daily Herald, pp. 1, 3). 

The church of the Bible is referred to many 
times in the New Testament as simply, the church. 
It is called "the house of God," "the church of the 



Living God" (1 Tim. 3: 15), "the church of the first
born" (Heb. 12:23), "church of God," (1 Cor. 1 :2), 
and "churches of Christ" (Rom. 16: 16). Members of 
the body of Christ are called Christians. "And the 
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch" 
(Acts 11 :26). 

The early church "continued steadfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:42). The church of 
Christ has the right worship! 

The Willow Creek Community Church does not 
have scriptural worship. Bill Hybels asked people in 
suburban Chicago why they "skip church." "Church 
is boring, church is irrelevant to my life, church is 
predictable." And the number one complaint was: 
"The church is always asking for money" (Daily 
Herald, p. 2). The result is Willow Creek, where you 
won't be bored: Drama, humor, and pop music, no 
archaic hymns. This along with the following 
should give a clear picture of what goes on when the 
curtain goes up: 

Before the service, recorded 'easy listening' 
music is always playing. When the service be
gins, the curtains part, revealing an orchestra 
that may include up to three dozen volunteer 
musicians. But 'volunteer' does not mean 
'amateur' in this case. The musicians tend to 
be highly skilled, providing a wide range of 
sounds - from j azzy instrumental to gentle 
wood wind concerts . And the vocalists -
some of them professionals - are excellent 
(Daily Herald, p. 3). 

Not only is there arousing, non-scriptural music, 
there is also drama to get the message across to the 
people. 

Each service includes a dramatic sketch that il
lustrates the sermon theme. When Hybels' 
message was on 'The Mystery of Unanswered 
Prayer,' the sketch involved a husband telling 
his wife that the adoption they had arranged 
had fallen through because the mother decided 
to keep the baby. 'I hate God,' the woman 
screamed - words seldom heard in a church. 
'Who have I been praying to? I don ' t have any 
faith left.' And when the message was about 
sexual passion, the skit featured a young mar
ried couple who get caught in an argument be
tween Dr. Ruth and Saturday Night Live's 
'Church Lady,' played by a man wearing a 
dress and a prim hat (Daily Herald, p. 4). 

A sociologist at the University Of Illinois stated, 
"Hybels is preaching a very upbeat message. It's a 
salvationist message, but the idea is not so much be
ing saved from the fires of hell. Rather, it's being 
saved from meaninglessness and aimlessness in this 
life. It's more of a soft-sell" (Daily Herald, p. 3). 

In the Daily Herald Suburban Living Showcase 
article, there was no mention of the Lord's Supper 
being observed. When the collection baskets are 
passed, program director Nancy Beach makes the 
same announcement: "If you're visiting with us, we 
don't want you to feel any obligation to participate 
in this part of the service. You are our guest." 

The local congregations of the church of Christ 
are under the authority of elders. 

Willow Creek community church has elders. 
"Three of the eight church elders are women." 
Hybels has stated, "My daughter is 11 years old, and 
it's great for her to see women role models in the 
church. It's important to me that she knows there 
can be a place for her in church leadership some 
day, somewhere" (Daily Herald, p. 4). 

The Willow Creek Community Church has led 
to the establishment of the Willow Creek Associa
tion, which holds seminars to help churches reach 
the "unchurched." Some of our brothers have appar
ently attended and been influenced by these study 
groups. 507 30th St. 
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Iconoclast Visits Manger: 
NoWise Men! 

By Jim Middleton 

I conoclasts, people who break sacred images, are 
not usually welcome guests. I've learned that 
lesson the hard way over years of telling the 

Bible story (which is the only one I think should be 
told) about Jesus' birth. Matthew tells a totally dif
ferent story about the wise men (magi) than the tra
ditional Christmas carol and tradition. 

The implications one learns from reviewing 
those differences are important enough, I believe, to 
risk the displeasure of those whose picture of wise 
men with the shepherds at the manger with the in
fant Jesus will be forever shattered. 

Tradition Says ••• 
• There were 3, and only 3, wise men. 
• They followed a star over "field and fountain, 

moor and mountain" to the place where the baby 
Jesus lay. 

• They arrived in Bethlehem shortly after Jesus 
was born. 

• Jesus was an infant, lying in a manger, when 
they adored him. 

• They were at the manger at the same tinte as 
the shepherds. 

Truth is ..• 
• The number of wise men is not known, they 

were more than one, but that's all we know. 
• They did not follow the star all the way to Be

thlehem, in fact they went to Jerusalem and asked 
about the newborn king. 

• Jesus was a young child, not an infant. 
• Jesus was in a house with his mother, not in 

the stable nor was he lying in a manger. 
• Shepherds were not present when the wise 

. men c~e. They had been gone about a year. 
The true story is not difficult to prove. All the 

Bible story about the wise men is in Matthew 2 -
no other biblical source exists. The wonder is how 
did the traditional story ever take root? And, why 
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does it persist in our "enlightened" age? 
Matthew says: "There came wise men from the 

east to Jerusalem (the wrong city) saying, where is 
he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen 
his star in the east, and are come to worship him" 
(Matt. 2: 1-2). If they followed the star all the way 
from the east, then why were they in the wrong 
place? They had not followed the star all the way. 
They had seen the star in their homeland(s) and 
some way knew it was a message of the birth of the 
Jew's king. 

Herod gathered the Bible scholars and learned 
that the Christ was to be born in Bethlehem. No one 
in Jerusalem seemed aware of the birth or of any 
new star in the sky. If the star had been as depicted 
in our traditional story, then Jerusalem would likely 
have been in a panic! 

Herod told the wise men to go to Bethlehem and 
bring him word on where the young child was. 
Herod called the Christ a young child because he 
had "inquired diligently of them what time the star 
appeared" (Matt. 2:7). So he knew Jesus was about 
one year old! Herod, a short time later, would kill all 
the male children one year old and under "according 
to the time which he had diligently inquired of the 
wise men" (Matt. 2: 16b ). (Jews had no zero in their 
numbers, so when a child was born it was one year 
old, at its first birthday it would be two years old.) 
The Greek word, like the English phrase, for infant 
or baby is different from "young child." 

Everyone knows that when Jesus was born there 
was "no room for them in the inn" so he was born in 
a stable and laid in a manger- that is correct (Luke 
2:7). That is when the shepherds came (Luke 2:8- . 
12). It is not the same time as the wise men! 

"And lo, the star, which they saw in the east, 
went before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young child was" (Matt. 2:9). The wise men 



rejoiced when they saw the star again, which implies 
they had not seen it since the time of Jesus' birth. 

"And when they were come into the house (not a 
stable), they saw the young child with Mary" (Matt. 
2:11). No manger, no stable- a house! 

. God was more kind to Mary than the traditional 
story. She was not bounced on a donkey's back into 
Egypt so soon after giving birth to Jesus - she had 
about a year before the flight into Egypt. 

So the story as found in the Bible is different, 
radically different than tradition. And most people 
would have sworn that the traditional story was the 
Bible story. 

So what? The real point of this comparison is: 
What about other things, like salvation? Could it be 
that things which people believe are in the Bible are 
not? That is a sad, but true fact. 

The reason we believe traditions instead of truth 
is, to a large extent, laziness! We believe what we've 
been told by religious leaders instead of studying 
what God said for ourselves. 

That's bad. Failing to love the truth will cause 
many to be lost (2 Thess. 2:10). Let's love it and 
find it! 6720 West Tidwell 

Houston, TX 77092 
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Could Judas Have Been Saved? 
By Terry M. Hightower 

J effrey Dahmer "wanted his sins washed 
away," said Roy Ratcliff, the gospel preacher 
from the Church of Christ who baptized him. 

The serial killer was immersed or "buried with him 
in baptism, wherein ye are also risen with him 
though the faith in the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead" (Col. 2: 12) in a whirlpool 
at Columbia Correctional Center in southeast Wis
consin. He is serving 16 consecutive life sentences 
after being convicted in 1992 of killing 17 young 
men. Dahmer, 33 years old, sometimes dismem
bered and ate parts of his victims. 

Dahmer became interested in religion after a 
Vrrginia woman sent him information about a Bible
study course, according to news reports. Brother 
Ratcliff met with Dahmer in April to assess his com
mitment. The inmate appeared to be at peace with 
himself and convinced Ratcliff that "he wanted God 
in his life." The baptism also was attended by the 
prison chaplain and two security officers. The fol
lowing points spring to mind: 

1. No matter what one may do so far as obeying 
God is concerned, including repenting of personal 
sin, he may still be obligated under God-authorized 
law to suffer the consequence. One may not always 
be able to extricate himself from paying a terrible 
price for misdeeds from the past. We have raised 

almost an entire generation which fails to realize 
that "the way of transgressors is hard" (Prov. 13:15). 
Paul affirmed this very point in reference to civil 
law when he said about himself: "If then I am a 
wrong-doer, and have committed anything worthy 
of death, I refuse not to die" (Acts 25:11). For in
stance, many brethren need to learn that repentance 
regarding marriage-divorce-remarriage will not 
necessarily free one to be married again (Matt. 5:32; 
19:9) any more than brother Jeffrey Dahmer can get 
out of serving his 16 consecutive life sentences! 
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2. As hard as it is to see it in such gross cases 
like this, God wishes even a murdering, cannibalis
tic, fornicator (homosexual) to come to him through 
Christ "not wishing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance" (2 Pet. 3:9). Do not 
forget that the great apostle to the Gentiles was once 
a Jewish murderer of Christians, explaining that 
God had appointed him in his service. 

lTlhough I was before a blasphemer, and a per
secutor, and injurious ... and the grace of our 
Lord abounded exceedingly with faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus. Faithful is the 
sayi ng, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin
ners; of whom I am chief: howbeit for this 
cause I obtained mercy, that in me as chief 
might Jesus Christ show forth all his longsuf
fering, for an ensample of them that should 
thereafter believe on him unto eternal life (1 
Tim. 1:13-16). 

Who knows but what Jeffrey Dahmer may reach 
others with the simple gospel of Mark 16:15-16 and 
Acts 2:38? As we so often (and perhaps somewhat 
glibly) point out, even Judas could have repented of 
his great sin and not have gone "to his own place" 
(Acts 1 :25). 

3. While we are obligated to tell the Jeffrey 
Dahmers of the world the necessity of bringing 
forth fruit worthy of repentance (Matt. 3:8), we 
must be very careful about the judgment of other 
people's motives in regard to their repentance: 

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what 
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and 
with what measure ye mete, it shall be mea
sured unto you .. .. So also shall my heavenly 
Father do unto you, i f ye forgive not every 
one his brother from your hearts (Matt. 7: 1-2; 
18:35). 

Remember that man is not omniscient: "For Je
hovah seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh on the 
heart" (1 Sam. 16:7). If Jeffrey's "repentance" was 
merely a feigned "jailbird-1-want-to-get-out-on-pa
role" type, then just rest assured that God will know 
the actual thoughts of his heart "in the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men, according to my 
gospel, by Jesus Christ" (Rom. 2: 16). 

4. If, as we must assume, Dahmer's obedience 
was genuine, then what if the Virginia sister in 
Christ had just "written him off" as being beyond 
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redemption and salvation or as not being the type 
who would be interested in the gospel? But no, this 
good sister obeyed what many of us just give "lip 
service" to, by obeying the marching orders of our 
precious Lord to teach the gospel to every creature 
(Mark 16:15-16; Matt. 28: 18-20) by "merely" mail
ing him information on a Bible correspondence 
course. She refused to "predecide it" for him! She 
truly believed that God is no respecter of persons, 
but that "he that feareth him, and worketh righteous
ness, is acceptable to him" (Acts 10:34-35). Please 
recognize that the Word of God should first be spo
ken to people! Only after we see them thrust it from 
themselves, thereby judging themselves unworthy 
of eternal life, can we biblically go on to others in 
need of the power of the gospel (Acts 13:46). Do 
you really believe that Christ's gospel is the power 
of God unto salvation (Rom. 1: 16) for a Judas 
Iscariot or a Jeffrey Dahmer? 
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ANew Twist 
to the ''New Hermeneutic'' 

By Michael B. Willey 

T he recent article by Andre Resner, "Christ
mas at Matthew's House" (Wineskins, Nov. 
1992, pp. 5-7) has shed light on a facet of the 

"new hermeneutic" movement which has previ
ously been hidden from view. 

Initially, the new hermeneutic movement repre
sented a rejection of both the pattern of apostolic 
doctrine and the belief in the inerrancy of the Bible. 
Mter reading Professor Resner's article, one real
izes there is much more to it than meets the eye. Em
bracing the new hermeneutic amounts to a rejection 
of the belief in the divine nature of Jesus. 

What other conclusions can be drawn from 
Resner's article? Resner rejects the notion that the 
genealogy of Jesus (Matt. 1: 1-16) is offered as proof 
that Jesus is the fulfillment of Old Testament proph
ecy. Instead, Resner asserts that the genealogy is 
placed there to highlight a family history of sexual 
scandal. He denies the virgin birth of Jesus by sug
gesting that Mary, "(a)nother sexually questionable 
woman" (p. 6), became pregnant by another man 
and then used Joseph "to cover her shame" (p. 6). 
According to Resner, the message Joseph received 
in a dream (Matt. 1:20-23) was not of divine origin. 
It was simply a Freudian dream which Joseph seized 
upon as a "nocturnal justification for marrying 
(Mary), even in the face of such an outlandish ex
cuse" (p. 6). 

If, as Resner asserts, the child Mary conceived 
was not of the Holy Spirit but was simply the prod
uct of an illicit sexual relationship, then Jesus was 
not of divine origin and was not the Messiah fore
told in Old Testament prophecy. Following this line 
of thought, if Jesus were not the Christ, then all of 
the miracles which are recorded in the New Testa
ment are lies and fables made up to give a mortal 
man a supernatural reputation. This would include 
the greatest miracle of all - the resurrection of 
Jesus. If Resner's retelling of Matthew is embraced, 

then we have no hope of salvation, since the man 
who died on the cross was just a man, no different 
from the other two who were crucified. 

If not, then why not? Is the scenario I have just 
laid out for you not a logical progression from the 
seeds planted in Resner's article? Of course it is, 
and it is sad to think that there are people in the 
church who would espouse such blasphemy. But 
what is even more saddening is the thought that An
dre Resner, a professor of preaching and theology at 
Abilene Christian University, is in a position to in
fluence and corrupt the unsuspecting minds of his 
students. 

If someone in the Catholic religion questioned 
the divine nature of Jesus Christ, he would be 
branded a heretic. Yet, in the Lord's church, the one 
true church, such teachings are not only allowed, 
they are supported; and the people who support 
these teachers should be held accountable and iden
tified. Rubel Shelly, Mike Cope, and Phillip 
Morrison, the editors of Wineskins, are to be held 
accountable for allowing such trash into the pages 
of their magazine. However, there is a much larger 

T
of people who are responsible. 
he administration at Abilene Christian Uni
versity should be held responsible for expos
ing young Christian students to Resner's blas

phemy. Every Christian school that purchases ad
vertising space in Wineskins gives its tacit approval 
of what is printed there. And all liberal brethren who 
bid Godspeed to the leaders of the new hermeneutic 
make themselves a partaker of their false doctrine (2 
John 5-11). 

Many of the leaders of the new hermeneutic 
movement have advanced degrees, but that does not 
mean that they possess a superior understanding of 
the Bible. With all their 20th-century education, 
they fail to see something that to a man in the first 
century was readily apparent. Peter, without benefit 
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of a doctorate degree from Princeton or Vanderbilt, 
was able to recognize Jesus as "the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God" (Matt. 16: 18). "He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear'' (Mark 4:9). 

"Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and 

pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may 
be forgiven thee" (Acts 8:24). 

300 Bakertown Rd., Apt. 4-G 
Antioch, TN 37013 
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T. F. Chitwood ''Still Speaks, 
Even Though He Is Dead'' 

By E. Claude Gardner 

L ike the patriarch, Abel, Thurman F. Chitwood 
was a man of faith. Faith so manifest in life 
through many sacrificial works now lives in 

his loving family and an appreciative brotherhood. 
Although he died on June 28, 1994, at the age of 83, 
his faith "still speaks" and will continue to do so for 
generations to come. 

Brother Chitwood's strong faith caused him to 
build a Christian family which encourages and sup
ports the Lord's work as did he. For over 40 years he 
was a stalwart gospel preacher. Much of his evange
listic work was in Gordon and Whitfield counties in 
north Georgia where he was born and spent a life
time. The church is stronger because of his firm 
stand for the truth. In addition he served as an elder 
in the church at Resaca, Ga. 

The scope of his influence was further enlarged 
through the generous help he gave preachers, 

· churches, and Christian schools. 
North Georgia is the "carpet center" of the 

world, and for 60 years brother Chitwood was one 
of the textile pioneers of the industry. He founded 
Chitwood Rug Company, Thurman Carpet Com
pany, and engaged in other business interests as a 
successful entrepreneur. His accomplishments en
abled him to be generous in supporting the church 
and Christian education. His company, Thurman 
Carpets of Calhoun, Ga., continues under the own
ership of his daughter, Nita C. Smith, and grandson, 
Jeffrey Smith. 

Brother Chitwood, valedictorian of his high 
school class, was endowed with the mental capacity, 
depth of character, and great faith to allow him to 

20 ~=Found~~:! 

make a difference in his community and in the 
brotherhood. 

In 1983 Freed-Hardeman College awarded him 
the Doctor of Laws degree. The citation in part read 
as follows: 

You have effectively and fearlessly preached 
the gospel without financial rewards for over 
thirty five years as an evangelist and in local 
congregations; you have had a special interest 
in Freed-Hardeman College including many 
generous gifts of carpet for numerous campus 
buildings, and we are honored to have 
Chitwood Athletic Field; you are known for 
being a hard worker, compassionate, benevo
lent, generous, kind, modest and responsible. 

Brother Chitwood was quiet and unassuming. 
He treated all people with equal respect. He looked 
on every one as an important soul before God. 

Daughter Nita wrote of her father: "Daddy has 
been a great blessing to all of us and a strong Chris
tian for many, many years. He has fought a good 
fight and kept the faith. So many people have loved 
him and he has done a great work." 

T.F. Chitwood's immediate survivors are his 
wife, Martha, and three daughters - Mesca 
Medders, Nita Smith, and Joy Powell, and eight 
grandchildren. We feel the loss in his passing, but 
we have strong consolation because brother 
Chitwood was a brother of great faith. May we fol
low his good example so that we too can "still 
speak" though dead (Heb. 11:4). 

372 Mill St. 
Henderson, TN 38340 
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Where Was God When ? 
•••• 

By Irene C. Taylor 

orne years ago our telephone 
rang. At the other end of the 
line was an angry, upset 

woman who had obviously had too 
much to drink. She had previously 
talked at length to my husband 
wanting help in handling her grief 

over the death of her son. He had been killed in a bar 
during a drunken brawl. She screamed, "Where was 
God when my son was killed?" I gave her the same 
answer brother McGarvey one time gave an irate 
lady: "Perhaps he was the same place he was when 
his son was killed!" 

Where was Jehovah? Who taught her son to 
crave the taste of liquor! Who took her son to the 
bar! It is possible that he learned this lifestyle in his 
parents' home. 

Or, take the woman who angrily blamed the 
leaders and the church for the death of her son. He 
had committed armed robbery and was serving time 
in a penitentiary when he was killed. It was not God, 
the elders, or the church who led him to commit the 
crime. Yet, once again, the blame was shifted from 
the real source to those who had tried to help. 

Why is it that we often choose to leave God out 
of our lives and then blame him for not being there 
when we need him? He has promised us he will 
never leave us or forsake us. 

God gives specific commands for the establish
ment of the home. He declares that a solid founda
tion of faith in and obedience to his will is a must if 
the home is to survive the onslaught of the world. 
He makes plain the role of the husband and wife 
(Eph. 5:22ff; Heb. 13:4; Matt. 19; Rom. 7: 1-3). No 
marriage has ended because both parties faithfully 
followed the divine pattern for marriage. Yet time 
after time marriage vows have been glibly ignored 
and God has been left out of the picture. When mar
riage ends, those whose lives are touched may be
come bitter and blame God! They may say, "Where 
was God when I needed him?" 

Parents are commanded to bring up their chil
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord 
(Eph. 6:4; Prov. 22:6). Oftentimes we are haphazard 
in our Christian living and in the training of our chil
dren. We fail to recognize that training is more 
comprehensive than merely telling. It includes liv
ing the proper example before our children. To be a 
leader or trainer one must know the way oneself. 
We seemingly fail to take our role seriously. When 
the finished product is less than Christian, many of 
us want to shift the blame to God or the church. 
Worldly pressures are tremendous in our time. Satan 
has dressed sin in enticing array. He promises great 
pleasure but fails to inform us that it is for a season 
only (He b. 11 :25). Yet in the quest for our children 
to acquire popularity and social status we not only 
tolerate but may encourage their participation in 
worldly activities which will weaken their spiritual 
appetite. Then the cry- "Where was God?" 

When trials come into our lives, why should we 
denounce God? He has promised that we would 
never be tempted beyond what is common to man. 
We decide to sin and then blame God for the result
ing problems. Trials can purify us, if we let them (1 
Pet. 1 :7). We emerge either bitter or better. 

When trials overwhelm us, we need to read the 
book of Job. None of us has lost everything but life 
itself with the same pain and intensity that beset Job. 
Yet in all his trials Job did not curse God. His wife 
and those around him said in essence, "Where was 
God when ... ?" 

God has not left man. He has kept his promises 
(Heb. 6:18). It is man who has come up short. We 
Christian women need to seize the opportunity God 
has given us and train our children and grandchil
dren to love and respect God and his Word; to be
lieve his promises, to be obedient to his commands, 
and be about the business of teaching and training 
them in the way of righteousness. Box 464 

Ripley, TN 38063 
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The Jesus Seminar 
By Wayne Jackson 

ince 1985, a self-appointed panel of some 77 
theologians has been meeting semiannually 
in an attempt, they say, to determine the au

thenticity of the New Testament documents. They 
have denominated themselves, The Jesus Seminar. 
The misnamed Seminar operates under the auspices 
of the Westar Institute out of Sonoma, Calif.; the 
conclave is composed, however, of men and women 
from across the country. The Jesus Seminar pro
poses to: (a) Discover the real Jesus as opposed to 
the Jesus described in the Gospel records; (b) Elimi
nate approximately 82 percent of Jesus' "sayings" 
from the Gospel accounts, because, allegedly, they 
are not genuine; (c) Reassess which books should 
constitute the New Testament canon. For example, 
they would eliminate the book of Revelation and 
add the so-called Gospel of Thomas (discovered in 
Egypt in 1945), etc. 

This ambitious (not to mention arrogant) 
project, which flies in the face of 20 centuries of 
Christian history, has created concern among some 
who revere the name of Jesus Christ. This brief ar
ticle could not pretend to be a critical review of the 
flawed mentality and specious arguments employed 
by these religious infidels. This writer has, however, 
made a careful study of the movement and pre
sented his case against The Jesus Seminar in the 
Christian Courier (June, July 1994). 

Meanwhile, I would like to make this solitary 
point. One of the co-chairmen of the Seminar is 
John Crossan, a professor at Chicago's DePaul Uni
versity. Crossan has written a book titled The His
torical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish 
Peasant. In this blasphemous volume Crossan ar
gues that we really do not know much about who 
the real Jesus was. According to him, the Gospel 
narratives are not primary sources of information 
regarding the identity and nature of the preacher 
from Nazareth. Rather, Crossan argues that several 
decades after the death of Christ, some Christians, 
reading their Hebrew Bible, put together a profile of 

22 October 1994 
Finn Foundation 

the ideal "Christ" based upon a consideration of Old 
Testament "prophecies." Out of this background, 
Crossan contends, the primitive Christians "in
vented a history" which came to be reflected in the 
Jesus of the canonical Gospels. 

Aside from the fact that this is pure fantasy, let 
us reflect upon how very telling this theory is. If it 
does nothing more (and it doesn't), it at least admits 
that there is a remarkable concurrence between the 
Jesus of Old Testament prophecy and the Christ of 
the Gospel records! This is an amazing admission, 
and it tells much more than Crossan intended. 

If it can be thus established that the Gospel ac
counts are credible, historical documents (and the 
evidence is really overwhelming), then we have 
here unwitting skeptical testimony to the fact that 
Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled the prophecies of the Old 
Testament, and so he was the promised Messiah, the 
Son of the Living God. 

This situation is rather analogous to the fact that 
hostile critics have dated the book of Daniel several 
centuries after its actual composition due to the fact 
that the historical circumstances it prophetically 
portrays are so precise that the claim must be made 
that the document was composed after the fact, 
rather than before (since modernists do not admit 
the possibility of predictive prophecy). It is a hu
morous state of affairs when skepticism finds itself 
in the awkward position of being an inadvertent wit
ness to the accuracy of the Word of God. 
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The Twentieth Annual Lectureship 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
liThe Good News That Troubles The World11 

January 16-19/ 1995 

1807 South Florida Avenue - Lakeland, Florida 33803 

- Monday-
9:00 ...... Why Does the Good News Trouble the World? 

Freddy Bell, lA/uland, Fla. 
9:45 ...... The Good News and Our Reword 

V. P. Black, Chickasaw, Ala. 
10:45 ...... Good News Troubled Jer usalem 

Winfred Clark, Athens, Ala. 

11:30 ...... Lunch 

1:30 ...... Trouble In Restora tion History: Port I 
Adron Doran, Lexington, Ky. 

2:30 ...... The Good News Troubles the Homosexual 
Wade Johnson, Winter Havm, Fla. 

3:30 ...... The Good News Troubles the Ignorant 
Chris Steele, New Port Richey. Fla. 

4:30 ...... Dinner 

7:00 ...... The World Troubled J onah 
William Howard, Daytona Beach, Fla. 

7:45 ...... John the Baptist Troubled the World 
B. C. Carr, lAkeland, Fla. 

-Tuesday-
9:00 ...... Identifying Troublemakers 

Mark Mosher, Jacksonville, Fla. 
9:45 ...... The Good News a nd the Church 

V. P. Black, Chickasaw, Ala. 
10:45 ...... Good News Troubled Thcssnlonlco 

Winfred Clark, Athens, Ala. 

11:30 ...... Lunch 

1:30 ...... Trouble In Restoration History: Part II 
Adron Doran, Lexington, Ky. 

2:30 ...... J esus Troubled the World 
Roben McAnally, lAkeland, Fla. 

3:30 ...... The Good News Troubles the Indifferent 
Bob Winton, Sebastian, Fla. 

4:30 ...... Dinner 

7:00 ...... The World T roubled Elijah 
Neil Lopez, South Ozone Park. NY 

7:45 ...... The World May lnnltrate the Church: Port I 
Harold Redd, Memphis, Tenn. 

- Wednesday -
9:00 ...... The World Needs Peace 

Jimmy Clark, Athens, Ala. 
9:45 ...... The Good News and Groce 

V. P. Black, Chickasaw, Ala. 
10:45 ...... Good News Troubled Athens 

Winfred Clark, Athens, Ala. 

I I :30 ...... Lunch 

I :30 ...... Trouble In the C hurch Today: Part I 
J. E. Choate, Nashville, Tenn. 

2:30 ...... The World May lnnltrate the Church: Part II 
Harold Redd. Memphis, Tenn. 

3:30 ...... The Good News Troubles the Educated Elite 
Dennis Gulledge, Utile Rock, Ark. 

4:30 ...... Dinner 

7:00 ...... The World Troubles the Christian 
David Dominessy, Ocala, Fla. 

7:45 ...... Paul Troubled the World 
Jimmy Clark, Athens, Ala. 

-Thursday-
9:00 ...... We Must Not Mnke Peace with the World 

Dennis Gulledge, Utile Rock, Ark. 
9:45 ...... The Good News' Troubles the Prejudiced 

Billy R. Davidson, Clearwater, Fla. 
10:45 ...... Elders: Protecting the Chur ch rrom the World 

Maurice Davis, lAkeland, Fla. 

11:30 ...... Lunch 

I :30 ...... Trouble in the Church Today: Part II 
J. E. Choate, Nashville, Tenn. 

2:30 ...... J eremiah Disturbed the World 
David Watson, Orange Park. Fla. 

3:30 ...... The Good News Troubles Some Women 
Charles Orr, Orlando, Fla. 

4:30 ...... Dinner 

7:00 ...... The Good News Troubles Denominationalism 
Larry Williams, Bradenton, Fla. 

7:45 ...... Confronting the World with Good News 
Winfred Clark, Athens, Ala. 

~&J~ Jackie Stearsman, 
Lectureship Director 

(8 13) 683-4043 

D. Domincssy Adron Domn D. Gulledge William Howard Wade Johnson 

~ 
Bob Winton 

~ 
Larry Williams 

[i] 
Chris Steele 

[I 
Harold Rcdd 

n 
Ill 

Mark Mosher 

Neil Lopez 

The 1995 lectureship book , "The Good News That Troubles The WorldN is being offered at a 
pre-publication price of $ 12.00 until January I. 1995. After this date the Qrice will be_i_14.00. 

Name No. of c opies Total Enc losed 

Address 

City State Zip 
Will Pic k Up Please Mall 

Mail To: Florida School Of Preaching- 1807 South Florida Avenue - Lakeland, Florida 33803 
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SeeDeeROM 

H ow would you .like to have all past issues of 
the Firm Foundation at your fingertips? Such 
research and study material will soon be 

available. Computer technology has advanced to the 
point that it is now possible to store an enormous 
volume of information on a few CD-ROM platters. 
Depending on the indexing, the data can be located 
and pr~sented on a computer screen quickly. An ar
ticle, in part or in whole, may then be printed or 
typed and inserted into a document in a word pro
cessing program. 

The Firm Foundation is offering 110 years of its 
magazine on CD-ROM. The paper began five score 
and ten years ago when Austin McGary picked up 
his pen, wrote most of the first issue, and mailed out 
what he called a "bulletin" named Firm Foundation. 
Over the years the history of the church in the 
United States has been recorded in the pages of the 
paper McGary founded. 

McGary edited the paper for a little over 10 
years and then sold it to George Henry Preston 
Showalter. For more than half a century brother 
Showalter sat at the helm of the Firm Foundation 
and guided the paper over sometimes stormy and 
sometimes calm journalistic seas. He was a keen 
observer of events within the church. His writing 
style was superb. Showalter was able to penetrate to 
the core of a matter and lay it bare. His editorials 
were always timely and educational. He was a man 
who loved the church for which Jesus died and the 
New Covenant which Jesus revealed. He loved one 
because he loved the other. He played no favorites 
and turned neither to the right nor to the left, but 
went straight on, as a good editor should. 

Upon the death of G.H.P. Showalter, Reuel 
Lemmons became the editor of the journal. For 28 
years he guided the fortunes of the publication. In 
the beginning of his editorship brother Lemmons 
was strong in "contending for the faith once for all 
delivered unto the saints." The power his important 
position in the brotherhood-of-the-saved gave him 
began to erode his commitment to truth and right. 
He was fawned over by college presidents and rich 
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men, and this turned his head to the left and caused 
the paper to waffle. Brother Lemmons became inde
cisive. One of his friends said of him, "Reuel 
Lemmons is a man who can write equally well on all 
sides of any issue." His compromising attitude put 
him on a slippery slope that ended in the dark valley 
of liberalism. In one editorial he would show the old 
fire and speak out boldly for truth, and in the next 
editorial he would pay homage to the sacred cow of 
pseudo-intellectualism and liberalism. Toward the 
end of his tenure as editor of the paper, he became a 
full-blown liberal. 

I n 1983 the paper was purchased from the 
Showalter family. William S. (Bill) Cline be
came the new editor. Under his leadership, the 

Firm Foundation returned to the old paths and was 
not ashamed of the gospel. The untimely death of 
brother Cline in 1991 brought still another change. 
Before his death, brother Cline passed the torch to 
H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, who has served as editor since 
1991. The paper, in the mode of McGary, Showalter, 
and Cline is now staunch in holding the banner of 
truth high. 

That's the history. The information in the Firm 
Foundation is rich, interesting, and revealing. No 
student of the restoration of the first-century church 
into the 20th century can ignore, or be ignorant of, 
this chronicle. Every issue - mechanical instru
ments and missionary societies, biblical inerrancy 
and verbal inspiration, cooperation between congre
gations in evangelism and benevolence, one cup, 
Sunday school, the nature of Bible baptism, and the 
impact and importance of the schools - has been 
addressed in this important publication. 

If you would want to research this information 
quickly, the new CD-ROM is your best tool (maybe 
your only tool). You can know who said what, 
when, and why with the ease of punching a button. 
You can take a look at the reason things were done, 
and the Bible authority for doing them, in a stroke 
of the keyboard. Over a hundred years of church 
history is laid before you in the twinkling of an eye. 



-Instant access to over 100 years of valuable research material/-

Giants 
of the 

Restoration 
Speak 

ITI Firm Foundation 
1.!.1 1884-1994 

CD-ROM#J 

Every issue of the Firm Foundation will be available on a set of CO-ROMs for use on 
your computer. At the touch of a button you can read the first page of the first Firm 
Foundation printed. An exact copy of every page of every issue is on the COs. You 
can read the words of the "giants of the Restoration" (past and present) just as they 
were printed. 

* User-friendly software makes accessing the articles easy. 

* A complete index of subject, title, author, volume, and issue is provided. 

***** 
-Available from Finn Foundation Publishing House, Inc.-

***** 
This treasury of bibl ical and historical information is being offered 

at the special prepublication price of $375.00. 
-After this limited offer, the regular price will be $525.00.

Complete sets will be shipped after the second quarter of 1995. 

***** 
-Reserve your set of this unique study tool today!-

***** 
Send your check for $375.00 to 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 
(Money-back guarantee) 

***** 
IBM-compatible computer running Windows 3.0 or greater with an attached CD player is required. 

For Macintosh or IBM-compatible computer information 
call Computer Assist- 409-553-3016- 7 p.m.- 9 p.m.- Monday-Friday. 
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T he Firm Foundation continues to receive 
many letters from our loyal readers and some 
letters from new subscribers. Your comments 

are important to us, and we benefit from your sug
gestions and criticisms. Please continue to let us 
hear from you. 

The number of subscribers to the paper contin
ues to grow and swell. We are grateful to all who 
encourage us by helping us to gain new readers. 
When you recommend us, and we grow as a result, 
you are giving us a needed and appreciated vote of 
confidence. We need your help and urge you to con
tinue suggesting to elders throughout the fellowship 
that they order a bundle or subscribe for each family 
in the congregation. With your help we can continue 
and exert a greater influence for the church. 

Announcement 
CThe Central Church of Christ in Martinsburg, 

W.Va., will hold a homecoming Nov. 11-13. The 
church is observing 60 years of service. For more 
information write to 2013 Boyd Orchard Ct., 
Martinsburg, WV 25401, or call (304) 263-9249. 

Our Readers Write 

®Dear brethren, 
I been trying to write this letter to you long time 

ago ... I like to make comment ... about liberals ... to 
me they are rebels ... they do not care how they hurt 
... the devil does not care what language the Chris
tian speaks for his attack .. . liberals enjoy attack the 
Lord's church ... they don't forgive the brethren op
posing them ... they fill the chairs with Baptist, Pen
tecostals, Lutherans ... every other Sunday they want 
innovate the Lord's day with little change ... Lord do 
not tolerate special choirs ... false disciples (im-
ported from denominations) ... different gospel ... it 
is very sad what happen among us ... hand-clapping 
.. . they promote people and families with liberal 
ideas ... they cover unimmersed sinner ... with all my 
heart they are wrong ... make me concern about fu
ture of the church of Christ (FP, Miami, FL [a Cuban 
refugee]). 

26 October 1994 
Firm Foundation 

More 

®We enjoyed seeing you at Bellview .... As of 
today I gave 65 copies of FF to 65 families .... Today 
in the Lord's church we have false teachers who are 
teaching error in magazines (Wineskins and Image). 
Thank God we still have the Firm Foundation with 
its editor H. A. "Buster" Dobbs (JWB, Montgomery, 
AL) .... Please renew our subscription for the Firm 
Foundation paper for another year. We really appre
ciate the paper (DRA, Beavercreek, OH) .... I regret 
I must cancel my subscription . .. . Please continue 
your courageous defense of the truth in love and 
zeal {JHB, Searcy, AR) .... I enclose a check for a 
one-year renewal for the Firm Foundation. I hesi
tate to write this, but hope it will be taken in the right 
spirit. I enjoy many of your articles, but some are 
very upsetting in regard to problems in the church 
today. I only hope and pray that they will open many 

Your programs will benefi t from th is 
attract ive, low cost New Testament! 
It has been widely used for Bible 
Corresponde nce S tudents, 
Pe rsonal W ork , Miss ion Points, 
Prison Min is tries and in man y 
other areas of our-reach . 

Share 

The Way Home 
with someone who needs it! 

Order Today- Sample copies $2 .00 

This popular, versatile New Testament is sold in 
boxes of 100 at a special price of $ 100.00 

(i ncludes freigh t anywhere in U.S.) 

Johnson Publishing 
P.O. Box 100704 • Nashville, TN 37210 



eyes .... On the other hand, I am 87 years old and 
have been a faithful Christian all of my life. Since I 
am on the way out, I need some lessons which will 
build me up and strengthen my faith .... Please give 
us more for the older Christian who needs encour
agement (CW, Hamilton, TX) .... A friend gave me 
some back issues and I found them to be most inter
esting. Praise God for men who stand for the truth. 
Thank you so much and send subscription to ····~ 
(RH, Hillsoboro, OH) .... We express our thanks for 
the fine work you do in publishing the Firm F oun
dation. Also we would like permission to reprint 
some of your articles (AD, Australia) .... Permission 
granted ... I am sending a subscription to the Firm 
Foundation. Keep up the good work. I am always 
anxious to receive the paper each month. God bless 
all of you (MJ, Hobbs, NM). 

Still Another Reader 
0 Dear brother Dobbs, 
Thank you for the strong stand against homo

sexuality .... You are correct in stating, "This corrup
tion will either be destroyed or it will destroy." I 
have witnessed the destruction of a church of Christ 
by homosexual men. [My] daughter and 3 grand
children were destroyed by a homo-bisexual man. I 
know four women who are married to bisexual men 
and don't know what to do about it. The homos are 
gaining ground because the average citizen will not 
resist this onslaught by depraved and vile men and 
women. . .. Enclosed is a tract, What God Hath 
Joined Together, that I have written .... Please evalu
ate the tract. In brotherly love (OWC, Vinita, OK). 

Editor~ comment: The tract is good! 

Sodomites 
OThe above letter highlights the ruin and 

wreckage of homosexuality ... read on ... 

OThe mayor [of New York] allowed an illegal 
and radical homosexual parade to take over 
Manhattan's main street, Fifth Avenue ... a truly ba
zaar spectacle. . . . The parade was weird. About a 
dozen people marched stark naked. Others were 
dressed satanically. Some marchers wore priests' 
outfits and nuns' habits .... Outside St. Patrick's Ca
thedral, marchers voiced vulgar chants and gave the 
cathedral "the finger" (Jeffrey Hart, Conservative 
Chronicle, July 20, 1994). 

Even More Obscene 
0 Rubel Shelly, minister of the Woodmont Hills 

Church of Christ in Nashville, is reported to have 
said in a speech at Christ's Church Pentecostal in 
Nashville that his wife, reared in a Baptist church, 
understood more about grace than he did. This is a 
sad commentary on Rubel's intelligence. 

Pentecostalism 
&>Derek Chambers reports that when faith heal

ers came to Lithuania, he attended the meeting and 
found the following: "There were only about 15 
people .... The sermon was soft and empty .... Then it 
was show time. They we~e going to see some 
miracles. They asked the family sitting next to me 
(whose son had been prayed for the night before) if 
their boy was any better. "No," they said. The 
mother was asked if she was any better. She an
swered, "Not yet." "Well, you look better. You are 
smiling more," she was told. 

"Anyone who needs healing please come for
ward." A man with a terrible limp responded and, 
after he was prayed for, limped away no better than 
before. "It will just take time," they said. Others 
were healed of nervous tension, stomachaches, 
weakness, cramps, and one leg shorter than the 
other. 

The service closed and the small group left, 
seemingly disappointed. The work of the faith heal
ers had fallen flat. 

Compare this with: 
And he took him by the right hand, and raised 
him up: and immediately his feet and his 
ankle-bones received strength. And leaping up, 
he stood, and began to walk; and he entered 
with them into the .temple, walking, and leap
ing, and praising God. And all the people saw 
him walking and praising God: and they took 
knowledge of him, that it was he that sat for 
alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and 
they were filled with wonder and amazement 
at that which had happened unto him (Acts 
3:7-10). 

Also, think about some of our own brethren who 
are "looking for a miracle." New Testament 
miracles were immediate, perfect, and without reci
sion. The lame man ran and leaped; the blind had 
20/20 vision; the leper's skin was like that of a little 
child. God heals today, but he does so through 
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means (aspirin and operations) and not supernatu
rally. 

Evolution or Convolution 
OTom Bethell (The American Spectator, July 

1994) wrote: 

28 

Evolutionism is perhaps the most jeal
ously guarded dogma of the American public 
philosophy. Any sign of serious resistance to it 
has encountered fierce hostility in the past, and 
it will not be abandoned without a tremendous 
fight. The gold standard could go (glad to be 
rid of that!), Saigon abandoned, the Constitu
tion itself slyly junked. But Darwinism will be 
defended to the bitter end. 

The great problem with the theory of evo
lution is that it is supported by very little evi
dence. A decade ago, Colin Patterson of the 
British Museum of Natural History said he 
knew of none at all. More recently, the chair
man of the department of ichthyology at the 
American Museum of Natural History in New 
York said that 'evidence, or proof, or origins ... 
of all major groups of life, of all the minor 
groups of life, indeed of all the species - is 
weak or nonexistent when measured on an ab
solute scale.' We are of course endlessly bom
barded with Just-So stories, such as the recent 
one about mammal-like creatures walking into 
the sea and turning into whales, but the specu
lative nature of these stories is usually con
cealed. The story of human origins finds its 
way into the headlines every six months or so, 
the better to rub in our alleged descent from 
apes. But in all these primate scenarios a 
mountain of speculation hangs from a scrap of 
bone, and with every new press release confer
ence the dating of relevant events is changed 
by a million years or so. 

The most famous case of natural selection 
in action is that of the peppered moths in Brit
ain. Light and dark variants of the moth ex
isted, with the light-colored versions more 
common. Then came pollution, and the black 
forms, now perched on the blackened tree 
trunks, were well camouflaged from predators. 
More blacks survived to leave offspring, and 
within a few decades they outnumbered 
whites. 'Darwin's Missing Evidence!' exulted 
the Scientific American. Then came the Clean 
Air Act, and the light-to-dark ratio returned to 
normal. In his new book The Beak of the 
Finch, Jonathan Weiner says that 'the case of 
the peppered moths gave evolutionists one of 
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their first inklings of the speed of Darwin's 
process.' It might give us an inkling of just 
how feeble the evidence for evolution is. Natu
ral selection was supposed to explain how 
moths appeared in the first place, not how we 
get more of this variety or that. Only by rede
fming evolution to mean just such a change in 
ratios are its defenders able to claim that evo
lution is a 'fact.' 

(Editor's note: Carroll D. Osburn of Abilene 
Christian University disdainfully says of those who 
accept "plenary verbal inspiration" that they an
grily deny evolution and view science as a threat to 
the faith (The Peaceable Kingdom, p. 57). We won
der if brother Osburn will tell us if he denies evolu
tion? Failing this, will William E. Young deny evolu
tion - angrily or otherwise? Will anyone at ACU 
deny evolution? My best guess is that none of the 
above will either deny evolution or affirm special 
creation per the first three chapters of the book of 
Genesis.) 

How long, 0 Lord, how long? 

SOUTHWEsT 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

Austin, Texas 
is pleased to announce a record enrollment for the 
1994-1995 school year. In fact, we are already re
ceiving applications from those desiring to attend 
SWSBS next year. If you are planning to attend 

Southwest next year (August 1995), you are urged 
to make application for enrollment now in order to 

secure the necessary financial support. 
Write or call Southwest today 
for a free admissions packet. 

joseph D. Meador, Director 
--8900 Manchaca Road ~ Austin, Texas 787 48-

(512) 282-2486 • (512) 282-2438 

Training men to preach In Spirit and In Truth. 
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Traveling? 
Visit these congregations. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Metro.Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Davidson, 
minister. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home of the Northwest Firm Foundallon Lee· 
tureship. 

-North Carolina-
Rocky Mount -Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

Gainesville - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
222 exit Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-7277. - Ohio -

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. v. Clary 344- Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 
274-6801. Home of Western Ohio Valley Firm 

• • • p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. wainwright and the Greater 
Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) 
456-4921. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, 
(501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Modesto - 416 W. Whitmore at Carol Ln., 
95351. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor of West Coast Firm 
Foundation Lectureship . ..... 
Pasadena, 1727 KiMeloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. 210 Fwy N on Al~~!l Dr. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, Foundatlon Lectureship. 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert • • • • • 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson AFB., 
Home or Florida School of Preaching. 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence. 

minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 
(407) 657-0657. Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 

Plant City - Springhead Church of Christ, 1402 
Undsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754-
1776 or 754-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 

Sarasota- Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Amott Lowder, 
minister. 787-5814. 

San Bernardino - Uptown Church of Christ, Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
3630 N. "B .. St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 
7 p.m. Call883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, minister, 
883-5232. 

-Pennsylvania
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St, 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bob Eddy, minister. (215) 
326-4028. Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Firm Foundatlon Lectureship. 

-South Carolina-

San Lorenzo- 977 Grant Ave. at Washington, 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m., (415) 2764693, Joe Gilmore, minister. 
Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

San Mateo- 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Noah 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor or 
West Coast Firm Foundatlon Lectureship. 

Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

Vacaville - 401 Fir si.: •95688. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. Wes~.~~~e worship with us. 

C oentral 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

-Georgia- Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
Memorial Drive., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475• p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 

S 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

un. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 
1-285). 

Byron- 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N- 2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 
(912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

-Indiana-

Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 
p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Minnesota-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 9, 
10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home or the Firm Foundallon 
Lectureship. 

Chattanooga - Ridgedale Church of Christ, 1005 
Dodds Ave., 37404. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (615) 624-4611. Waymon Summers, 
evangelist. 

Memphis- Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 4400 
Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, 
minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. Robertson County 

Church of Christ 
-Missouri-

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, comer of Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St, Sun. 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866, 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, minister. 824-7040. 334-3757. 
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-Texas-
Abilene- Eastside Church of Christ, 805 N. Judge 
Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is our 
pattern. 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ. 3601 
N. Highway 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of ''Matters of THE Faith." 

Denton- Pearl StreetQ~h of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ. 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, ~per. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church ·st., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wunbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. • •••• 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ on 
Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Darrell Conley, preacher. 
(210) 494-2499. 

Waco- Columbus Avenue Church of Christ. 1525 
Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth group. 752-
9636. 

-Virginia-

CLA'SSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is accepted in 
keeping with the publisher's standards. ~end all correspondence to F'mn Foundation. Ad Department, P.O. 
Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to 
the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being 
charged for the foUowlng month. 

Preachers Wanted Free sample copy of tract for personal evangelism: . 
''Will All People Be Saved?" by Raymond T. Exum. 
Send long, self-addressed stamped envelope to Exum 

Small congregation, 50 members, seeks full-time Press, P.O. Box 973, Crystal Lake, n. 60039-0973. 
preacher. House, utilities and salary provided. Send 
~sum6 and salary requirements to Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 482. Pilot Point, TX 76258. 

Preacher wanted: Congregation of about 15 
members, average attendance 25. Prefer older 
preacher, retired, to supplement income. Beautiful 
building, debt free. Great possibilities. Contact Lynn 
Lane Church of Christ, P.O. Box 597, ldabeU, OK 
74745, or call (405) 286-5336 or (405) 286-6870. 

Congregation of 250 in military community of 
30,000, in southern New Mexico, seeks evangelistic 
pulpit minister. Christian education plus pulpit 
minister experience to be a minimum of 10 years. 
Please send r6sum6s, a cassette tape with 2 sermons, 
and a VHS video cassette with one sermon to Pulpit 
Search Committee, Cuba Ave. Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 117, Alamogordo, NM 88311-0117. 

Preacher wanted for congregation of 85 in 
DeQuincy (SW. LA). Salary in mid-20's with 
excellent preacher's home. For info call Kyle Perkins 
(318) 786-3031 or J. D. Franks (318) 786-2827 or 
send r~sum6, picture, tape or video to Elders, 
DeQuincy Church of ~hrist, P.O. Box 1104, 
DeQuin~y LA 70633. 

Small congregation, approx. 20 members, seeks full
time preacher. 3 BR, central A/C house and salary 
provided. Send ~sum6 and salary requirements to 
Church of Christ, 501 Gayle St., Ganado, TX 77962 
or contact R. Bums (512) 771-2439. 

For Sale 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Library on the history of the Stone-Campbell 
Restoration Movement. Following sets are in mint 
condition: Christian Baptist, (1823-1829), A. 
Campbell, ed. $40.00; Milknial Harbinger, (1820-
1870), A. CampbeU. ed. $250.00; The Evangelist, 
(1832-1842) W. Scott, ed. $50.00; Christian 
Messenger, (1826-1844), B. Stone, ed. $70.00. All 
prices plus shipping. Dr. Stanley K. McDaniel, 2311 
Bell Dr., Knoxville, TN 37998; (615) 579-2324. 

Basic Bible: Christ and HJs Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A coUection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of 
New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton. 
CA 92324. 

Miscellaneous 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

.... Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 382-
7837. 

Pews, 12-12'long, hardwood. Good condition. Very 
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 135 reasonable price. Call Jr. Mace, Rolla Church of 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Christ, Rolla. MO (314) 341-2483. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-

The ''Basic Bible'' Evangelistic System. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
in your congregation. Elden or church leaders 
write for free information to: Dan Lyle, S916 
Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

7777. 
Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~ mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 637-
4244: (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994) - $17.50 
Rightly Dividing the Word. Vol. 1-$12.50, Rightly 
Dividing ·the Word. VoL II - $16.50 or set for 
$27.00. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Church of fUNERAL 
Christ SONGS 

Sheridan- Northside Church of Christ, 555 N. Home Schooling: The Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
672-3097. Train" newsletter. 

,.., YOU. FREE NATlONWIDE 
• • 1·800-654·5918 
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STUDIES IN JOSHUA, JUDGES, AND RUTH 
NOVEMBER 13- 17, 1994 

THIRTEENTH ADL SCHEDULE 
STUDIES IN JOSHUA, JUDGES, AND RUTH 

SUNDAYNOVEMBER 13 
9.00AM Ronnie Hayes Joahut, Judgn , and Rut~An lntroducllon 

IO·OOAM Oob McClish Orut Ltuone from the Ufe of Jo.hue, the Conqueror of 
Can .. n 

12:00 PM LUNCH BREAK 
2.00PM PauiSa!n Ablmelech, T~a. and Jalr-Yeara of VIolence, Idolatry, 

and Evtl (Jud. 9:1- 10:16) 
3.00PM Keith Mosher. Sr. The Land Prom I .. tothela.rulltea and Premlllennlal The· 

O<Y 
4:00PM Howlld R Hofton Joahue'a Farewell Addreaeu and Duth (Jos. 23:1-24 "33) 

15:00 PM DINNER BREAK 
7.00PM Goebe4 Music Further Apoet.aay, O.c:ay, and Anarchy ln larui(Jud 17: 

1-18:31) 
8:00PM Noah Hackworth The Conquut of Cenun S.gln.-The Fall of Jericho (Jos. 

8:1-27) 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
9:00AM Jesse \YNdod< Tht Latttt Exploits of Samaon (Jud. 15:1- 16:31} 

10.00AM BobMcAr\afty Oltftcult Pu .. gu In Jo.hua,Judgu, and Ruth: (How 
can we ex.plaln the lie Rahab loki to ptOtect the spies, e.ppar 
entty wtthout r.Wke ot conectlon from God (Jos. 2.4-6)? 
\Vhy was Achan'l famly Idled. when Ach&n was the b'ans· 
gtOSIOf (Jot. 7:2._26)? How d.d God cause the"'" and 
moon to stand still (remember thai the a»eotd "ml$.$1ng day" 
drsc:overecs by a computer operatot MVefaJ yeasa ago wu a 
hoax (Jos. 10:12-1 4Jl? 

11:00AM Thomas B. Watten Tht OUuUon of Authof1ty tor Our Behav1or (Jud 17.6) 

12:00 PM Lunch Otuk 
2.00 PM TOtn Wecaster t.rul Under Jephthah. lbun, Elon, and Abdon (Jud 11: 

t- 12:15} 
3:00PM Dl•cuulon Forum 

Robert R Taytot, Jt. Where end When Shall We Draw the Une of Fellowship? 
3:~5 PM Robert A. Tayb. Jr Ou.stlons ITOtn the noot' on Olseuukln Forum topic 

5:00PM Dinner Bruk 
7:00 PM Bobby Uddel 

8:00 PM Bob Beretd 

Naomi Returns Home, Accomp•nled by Ruth (Rutn 1:1-
2:23) 
The Marrttge of Bou and Ruth (Ruth 3:1-4:22) 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
9:00AM Gary Colley God'• Commln lon to Joahu• • nd Raheb' • Protec:tlon 

ot the Splea (Jot 1:1-2 24) 
IO.OOAM Robert Dodson ltrlll Cronn the Jordan and Knp• the Pn.aover (JO$. 

3 :1-6o15) 
II :OOAJA Ken Outtarworth The Helnou1 Crtme ot the Men of Glblth and ttl Retrlb· 

utlon (Jud. 19.1-21:25) 

12:00 PM Lunch Break 
2:00PM TmAv-ra The Etrty Period Aner the o .. thoiJoahua(Jud 1:1-

2:23) 
3:00PM Olacuulon Forum 

Gar1and Elklna What Doll Biblical Lovt Include and Not lnc:lude? 
3:45PM Garland Bkins OuntiOOS trom the ftoor on D:scuUO"' Forum topic 

5:00PM Dinner Bruk 

7;00 PM James Meadows The Specltl CIUu; tht Trtna.Jordan Trlbu Return (Jos. 
20:1- 22;34) 

8 00 PM Und .. M.tcMI Tht FoJiy end Trtgedy of SubJtc:ttvlam 

O.OOA.M 
10.00 AM 

U :OOAM 

12:00 PM 
2-00PM 
300PM 

345 PM 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
11m Nichols Tht Eartlut Judgu t nd Thtlr Exptolt.a (JUCI. 3:1-6.31) 
Robln Haley Oltneuh Paa .. gn In Joahut, Judgta, t nd Ruth: Old 

God actually bleu Mluh because of his kkMatrout prte1t 
(JUCI 17: 12-13) and dod Ht ~Pttalc ttuough MICah's l)ritst 
(18:5-\)1)7 W'hy dfd God , .. lsrael rwlce to flgtu againa:t 
Ben{amln and then allow Israel to bo staughterod (Jud. 20: 
18 -27)? lslt right to 8CCUSI God Ol bringing htattadle and 
misfOftU'le upon us (Ruth 1:19-20)7 Otd Ruth and Boaz 
commfl lomiceuon when tho }o&ned tnm at hit ttvashtRO· 
tloot, u ~berals (o g .Andll Resner) allege (Ruth 3:3-14)7 

Roy C. Deaver Tht Judguhlp of Gld.on. a ·wtghty Wan of Valour· 
(Jud. 8:1-3o35) 

Lunch Bruk 
Davkt Brown The AJiotment o f tht Land by Tribea (Jos. 13:1-19-51) 
Olac:unlon Forum 
Mac Deaver How Shall tht Paoplt of God Be ldtntlfltd? 
Mac Deaver Ouestionl: from the fk>of ()(I DISWSSbl Forum topic 

5:00 PM Dinner Bruk 
7.00 PM lester Kamp Achan'a Sin and ExecuUon-Oerut Followed by VIctory 

•t AJ (JOI 7:1-1'35) 
B 00 PM Gary Summers The Third Generation Apoatuy Syndrome 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
9.00AM Joseph JJeadOf Glbeon O.ulv .. Joahue and l1r111 Subduu Southern 

C•naen (Jos. 9:1-10:"3) 
10.00 AM Ttmy Hightov..... Dllftcult Puugu: Is "situation ethics" set lonh as honor· 

able and approved cf God (e g. Rahab's ••to Pfotac1 the 
spMts {Jo1. 2:4-5); Ehuc:ra treachery against Eglon !Jud. 3: 
15-23); Jael"' b'60Chery agaJnst Slsera !Jud. 4:18-21 : 5·24-
27])? ta God • Be.ng ct c:tuelty and bMality, lacking mercy 
and compassion, llnee He Of"-rtd laraef lO ext.nn.WW:e a1 
of tne Canaanites, lndudinQ women. the eld.rty. and the 
children (e g., Joa 6:21: 8 2, 2$-26, 10:28-40: 11.8-22: 
Jud. 1'4-5: et., )? 

II :OOAM EddieW'hrtten ltrul Subduu NortMm Can"n and the Conquuta 
Summarlz.ed (Jos. 11:1- 12:24) 

12:00 PM Lunch Break 
2.00 PM James Aoger3 Dllftcul1 Puugu In Joahua, Judgu, and Ru1h: How 

was It proper IOJ Debo4'ah, being: a woman. to be a judge In 
luael (Jud. 4·~)7 How cflcf Jephthah tu-!111 hll VfHf7 Does 
God requite us to keep our word when it ""Qht destroy 
someone &lse (Jud. 11:3Q-..40)? Who was the"angel ol Je· 
hovah" and the "angel ot God-who appeartd to Manoah 
(Jud 13 3-23)? How can we rec:oncale the fOOlish. ~l. 
and sometimes r J11 courH of the !.It ot Samson (Jud 14 .1-
16: 16) \IIIIth l\ls beVIg mentiOned as a htKO olla!th (Heb 1 1: 
32)? 

3.00 PM Dlacunlon Forum 
Curt1s Cates Ia God Concernad Only 'W'tth the "Core· or the "Bu11'a 

Eyt" ol Hla Uw? 
3.~5 PM Cui1J.J Clles Ouesbons from tht !'loot on D-.$CIJ$Sb'i FONm topic 

15:00 PM Dinner Bruk 
7:00PM MaMn Well 
800PM DarreiConley 

The Early Explolta ot S.maon (Jud. 13:1-14 20) 
Joshua, Judgu, and Ruth-A Summtry 

BOOK AND TAPES 
OF LECTURES 
AVAILABLE 

PRESENTED BY 
312 PEARL ST. 

DENTON, TX 76201 
817/387-1429 CHURCH OF CHRIST 

· DAILY DISCUSSION FORUMS ON CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS • 



SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2486 

="Training Men to Preach in Spirit and in Truth Since 1978"====;;;;;; 

Reasons You Should Consider Southwest: 
• Southwest offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training. 
• Southwest course credits are accepted at select Christian universities. 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
• Southwest is staffed by a well-respected and well-prepared Bible faculty. 
• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. 
• Southwest offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in expository preaching. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in the biblical languages. 
• Southwest provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Sou~hwest offers practical training in English grammar and research/writing. 
• Southwest is fully approved to issue I-20 forms to accepted foreign students. 
• Southwest is tuition free- V. A. be-nefits- Limited scholarships available. 
• Southwest is ready to mail you an information packet- call or write today! 

Joseph D. Meador, Director, Faculty of Old Testament and-Preaching; -
Gary Colley, Faculty of Bible and Preaching;. Carl Gamer, Faculty of Bible; 

Tim Ayers, Faculty of Bible; AI Macias, Faculty of Bible; John Moore, Faculty of New Testament; 
Paul Brown, Administrative-Ass-is-tant--

I 

Alumni, friends and prospective students of Southwest are invited to attend the annual 
Southwest Supporters Luncheon at the Denton Lectureship- Tuesday, November 15, 1994. 
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The Second Coming of Jesus 
By V. Glenn McCoy 

F ew subjects in the Bible have captured more 
attention than the second corning of our Lord. 
Further, few subjects have been more abused 

and distorted. Without using the "help" of such 
books as The Late, Great Planet Earth we can profit 
by allowing the Scriptures to tell us what we need to 
know about the Lord's return. Please observe the 
following points: 

First. We can know for a certainty that the Lord 
will come again. In John 14:3 he declared plainly "I 
will come again." Hebrews 9:28 says that he "shall 
appear a second time." When the disciples watched 
Jesus ascending into heaven the two angels told 
them that he "will come in the same way as you 
have watched him go into heaven" (Acts 1:11). 

Second. There are some things that he is not 
corning back to do. He is not coming back to estab
lish an earthly kingdom. He declared in John 18:36, 
"My kingdom is not of this world." Furthermore, he 
is not coming back for the purpose of establishing 
the kingdom because the kingdom is already in ex
istence. In Mark 9:1 Jesus told his listeners that the 
kingdom would come into existence during the life
time of some of them. Obviously, if the kingdom 
l\as not yet come some of his listeners on that day 
almost 2,000 years ago are still alive. After the day 
of Pentecost the Scriptures speak of the kingdom aS 

being in existence. In Colossians 1: 13 Paul states 

that we have been delivered from darkness and 
transferred to "the kingdom of his dear Son." 
Clearly, the kingdom had already come and was oc
cupied by the saved. The kingdom and the church 
are one and the same. See Matthew 16: 18-19 where 
church and kingdom are used interchangeably. 

Third. He is not coming back to reign 1,000 
years on the earth. The Bible does not teach this. 
The proof text used by the proponents of this doc
trine is Revelation 20:4. But please note that this 
passage does not mention the second coming. It 
does not contain anything about the earth. Instead 
of dealing with all the righteous, it talks of a few 
martyred individuals among whom we cannot iden
tify. These were not "flesh and blood" people, but 
"souls of them that had been beheaded." The pas
sage is obviously figurative and was never intended 
to teach what some want it to teach. 

Fourth. He is not returning to give anyone a 
second chance. Our destinies are sealed at the point 
of death (Heb. 9:27). 

Fifth. Why is he corning? He is corning to raise 
the dead (John 5:28-29). He is corning to change the 
living (1 Cor. 15:51-54).-He is coming to judge the 
world (Matt. 25: 31-46), and he is corning to bring 
this world to a conclusion and to utterly destroy it, 
all of its works, and all the elements of which it con-

sists (2 Pet. 3:10). (continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Lord's people. 

Russia 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he editor of the Firm Foundation re
cently returned from a trip to Russia. 
The purpose was to encourage the breth

ren to "with purpose of heart cleave unto 
the Lord," to preach in places where the gospel 
plan of salvation was little known, and to 
bring English-speaking students in the insti
tutes into contact with congregations of the 

Work was done primarily in the Orenburg region. Kazan, 
Cathrineburg, and Kufu were target cities. The district is about 
800 miles west of Moscow and about 400 miles north of Iran. 
Judged by modern standards, the people of the area are unsophis
ticated, and their lifestyle is simple. They are genuine and un
spoiled. 

Many of those in the Orenburg region are frustrated and full 
of fear. For three generations they have been sheltered in a gov
ernment womb. They were told where to live, what work to do, 
and all their physical needs were supplied. The president of the 
bank and the street-sweeper were given the same type quarters 
and paid an equal salary. If a worker shirked his duty, there was 
no superintendent to call him to account. People soon found that 
they could get by with little or no effort. This encouraged laziness 
and dependence. Hard work was not rewarded with promotion, 
and there was no upward mobility. There is a terrible sameness 
throughout the nation. 

The people are now being told to take responsibility for them
selves, and they don't know where to begin nor what to do nor 
how to do it. Squandering Russian national resources has bank
rupted the state. As government sanction crumbles, fear grips the 
hearts of the people, and they are almost suicidal. Hopelessness 
and depression reign. 

Self reliance is a Bible principle. Diligence is approved, and 
slothfulness is criticized by all prophets and righteous men. "He 
becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the 
diligent maketh rich. He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: 
but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame." 

The Bible commands diligence in mundane sowing and 



reaping, also in a spiritual quest. "Wherefore the rather, brethren, 
give diligence to make your calling and election sure." Christian 
service and character development are hard works. We gain 
ground by inches, for "heaven is not reached at a single bound, 
but we build the ladder by which we rise from the lowly earth to 
the vaulted skies, and mount to its summit round by round." 

There is also something false in the doctrine of self-reliance. 
If it means, as it so often does today, that man does not need God, 
it is false. This is a two-sided coin. God provides the richness of 
favor and man provides the sweat of his brow. 

Self-reliance is not freedom from duty. "Wherefore, my be
loved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but 
now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling" (Phil. 2: 12). 

The silly idea that the gifts of God are cream puffs makes lazy 
vassals of even intelligent creatures. Vigorous activity is the elixir 
of both body and spirit. Inactivity makes the physical body fetid, 
and spiritual laziness makes the inward man stink. A fat, sleek, 
smooth, lively spirit is the result of honest, intelligent labor. It is 
folderol to say, "[S]alvation does not arise from human activity of 
any sort. We do not contribute one whit to our salvation." If that is 
true then salvation is universal since God loves the whole world 
and Jesus died for all. If there is really nothing for man to do then 
all will be saved because God has done and will do his part. 

The good people of Russia have lost sight of the importance 
of hard work. A something-for-nothing view has been the trend 
for 75 years, and it is hard to rise above it. The prevailing attitude 
is "Let Jack do it." If Paul needs to be paid, rob Peter- that may 
seem dandy, if you are not Peter. Get by as painlessly as possible 
has been the fashion in Russia. 

Slowly, the people are beginning to awaken to the realization 
that bread comes not only from soil and seed and rain and sun but 
also from sweat. Living on the dole destroys character. Expecting 
someone else to pay the bills ruins ambition, and ruined ambition 
brings crop failures, and crop failures bring hunger, and hunger 
brings desperation. That is where Russia is -both materially and 
spiritually. 

The Russian people I met are willing to listen. What a relief 
that is! Most people do not care a fig for good advice -even if it 
comes from an eternal book. The gloom that comes from socialis
tic failure is so dark and dank that even constitutional-optimists 
are discouraged. Still, the discerning consider alternatives. This is 
Russia's hope! This is the world's salvation! 

The privation of Russia is overstated. The food is simple but 
ample. You can get by very well on buckwheat and mashed pota
toes and bread and butter. You do not need gleaming silverware 
and crystal goblets and linen tablecloths. You can survive without 



caviar. It is not wrong to have fish eggs and silk, but 
neither is it necessary. 

The underside of Russian religious thought is 
superstition. Many people cling to the idea that God 
is going to set aside natural law and magically heal 
people - both sin-sick and physically-sick people. 
An often asked question is: "What about baptism in 
the Holy Spirit?" 

One dear lady, an eye_ oozing corruption, de
manded that I heal her. She thought Christianity 
meant relief from physical pain. The notion that 
washing sins away means removing physical ail
ments is deep-seated and wrong. Jesus is more con
cerned about feeding the manna-from-above than 
he is about relieving physical maladies. Loaves and 
fishes are inferior. Heavenly manna is primary. It is 
hard to keep priorities straight. 

He said, "Work not for the food which perisheth, 
but for the food which abideth unto eternal life, 
which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him 
the Father, even God, hath sealed.'' It boils down to 
this: Do not work for buckwheat and potatoes only, 
but also for spiritual verities. 
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Anyhow, the average Russian is expecting a 
miracle and finding none. Pentecostalism .is in favor. 
Plain, hardheaded Bible teaching is suspect It has 
always been this way. Still, there are many, in every 
city and hamlet, who respect the Bible and will con
sider its message. It is not hard to arrange a Bible 
study in Russia. There may even be more "good 
ground" than there is "hard ground" in the land of 
godless communism. Collectivism is an undeniable 
failure. Christianity is an attractive alternative. 

There is the ever present problem of helping 
people to tum away from false, sectarian, religious 
systems and accept the beauty and necessity of un
denominational Christianity. The teaching of the 
New Testament about the "one body" is a hard say
ing of Jesus. It causes "many of his disciples to turn 
back and walk with him no more." The discerning 
does not go away from Jesus in the face of strong 
teaching, however, because he alone has "the words 
of eternal life." 

The Russian Orthodox denomination is the 
prominent religious group in Russia. It is, of course, 
no longer the state religion, nor has it been for 77 
years. Still, the tradition has been handed down and 
the few cathedrals are reminders of the faith of their 
fathers. The people I talked with did not seem to un
derstand the doctrines of the traditional church of 
Russia. 
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The Seventh Day Adventists and the Baptist 
Church have done much work in the Orenburg re
gion. A frequent question is: "Why have you 
changed the day of worship from Saturday to Sun
day?" The Calvinistic philosophy of "just-put-your
hand-on-the-radio (or television)" is popular. Pre
ferred, maybe, because it is easy, and "easy" is what 
it's all about in Russia. America, too. 

Teaching opportunities abound in the former 
Soviet Union. An English-speaking teacher, work
ing through a competent translator, can work won
ders, but not miracles. By the way, my interpreter 
was a member of the church named Yuri 
Kosonogov. He was converted in 1992 and is 
knowledgeable, sensitive and capable. If you go to 
Russia - and I recommend that you go - Yuri 
Kosonogov should be your guide and counselor, if 
you can get him - and that may not be easy. I have 
total confidence in Yuri's rare ability to translate ac
curately. His address is: Yuri Kosonogov, 349230 
Rovenki Lugansk Region, Kapanelli, Str 1181; 
Ukraine. 

The bottom line is that the door of opportunity 
in Russia is slowly closing. It may be open awhile 
longer, but could slam shut anytime. Always when
ever there is a "great and effectual door opened ... 
there are many adversaries" (1 Cor. 16:9). The most 
effective adversary is our own doubt and laziness. 

"Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to 
war, with the cross of Jesus going on before; Christ 
the royal Master, leads against the foe; Forward into 
battle, See his banners go!" 

P. 0 . Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

(By the by, Clifford Yelldale, 736 North Burbank 
Dr., Montgomery, AL 36117 - Phone: (205) 277-
2211 is, perhaps, the most knowledgeable man 
about conditions in Russia in the church. If you have 
money to spend on improving opportunities in Rus
sia, or if you can go to Russia and teach the yearn
ing masses, contact Clifford. He is dedicated, ca
pable, responsible, and informative. I owe him a 
special debt of gratitude. Yuri Kosonogov can be 
contacted through Yelldale.) ~ 
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The Second Coming of Jesus 
(continued from page 1) 

Sixth. He will not come secretly or quietly but 
we will all know when that time comes. He will 
come personally (Acts 1: 11). He will be accompa
nied by his angels (2 Thess. 1:7-8). He will come 
with power and glory (Mark 13:26) and with fire (2 
Thess. 1:7 -8). His coming will be witnessed· by all 
men. "Every eye Will see him" (Rev. 1:7). 

for them that wait for him" (Mark 13:32; Matt. 
24:42-44). Those who try to set dates for the second 
coming of Christ are either uninformed or unwilling 
to accept the Lord's Word on this point. 

Great noise will attend his comitig. The dead will 
hear his voice (John 5:28-29). He will descend from 
heaven with a shout (1 Thess. 4:16). The heavens 
will pass away with a great noise (2 Pet. 3: 10). 

What a great joy and comfort to know that one 
day we will be with the Lord. "Then we who are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and 
thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore 
comfort one another with these words" (1 Thess. 

Seventh. Only the Father knows when Jesus will 
come "a second time apart from sin unto salvation · 

4:17-18). 
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SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748 • (5 12) 282-2486 

110ne of the best and most thorough Bible programs I know of in existence. 
It is both rigorous and demanding . .. . " 

-That's how brethren-are describing the .Bible department at Southwest. · 

Here's why: 
•Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. Southwest course 

credits are accepted at select Christian universities. 

•Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be fou nd anywhere. The Southwest Bible 
department is divided into four academic sections: the Department of Bible Exposition, the 
Department of Bible Studies, the Department of Bible Preaching, and the Department of 
Bible Doctrine. 

•Southwest has a Bible faculty which is composed of some o f the best qualified and most experienced 
Bible teachers in the brotherhood. There is no question as to where our Bible professors 
stand spiritually and doctrinally on the fundamentals of the faith, including the textual 
inspiration of Scripture. 

•Southwest has invited some of the most seasoned and respected Bible scholars among sound brethren 
to lecture at SWSBS on a regular basis each quarter. These regular guest teachers ore 
known as "Visiting Southwest Lecturers." 

•Southwest provides on outstanding full-time collegiate program of preacher training. Southwest now 
meets eight hours every day from 8:00a.m. to 4:00p.m., five days each week. Southwest 
students now toke nine Bible courses each academic quarter. Each class meets for a tota l of 
three hours each week. Each course is worth three-semester hours of college academic 
credit. 

•Southwest students ore required to complete 72 college-level Bible courses before they earn the 
Southwest diploma. Southwest now offers one year of Bible-related Engl ish grammar study 
in addition to two years of course work in research and writing. 

•Southwest students study the entire English Bible using the verse-by-verse method of study as opposed 
to merely surveying the books of the Bible. Southwest students wi ll also toke two years of 
expository preaching and two years of Greek Bible reading in addition to course work in 
classica l Hebrew language study. 

•Southwest students are now required to memorize over 150 Bible verses each academic quarter in 
their Bible exposition courses. Students at Southwest ore a lso req uired to craft on analytic 
outline for every chapter of every book in the Bible. This is in addition to other research 
papers and projects as assigned by our Bible professors. 

•Southwest offers training in television evangelism and production in our TV studio at the school. 
Southwest produces and airs three television programs each week. 

•Southwest is tuition-free - VA. benefits - limited scholarsh ips available. We ore ready to moil you an 
information pocket. Call or write today. A friendly reception awaits incoming students. 

If you really want to learn the Bible and how to preach it .. . Southwest is for you! 

Alumni, friends, and prospective students of Southwest are invited to offend the annual 
Southwest Supporters Luncheon at the Denton Lectureship - noon, Tuesday, November J 5, 
at WyaH's Cafeteria in Denton. All lectureship supporters are encouraged to offend. 
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Incarnation 
By Earl Trimble 

Webster defines the term incarnation as: 1) 
"endowment with a human body; appear
ance in human fonn; 2) the taking on of 

human form arid nature by Jesus conceived of as the 
Son of God." 

Scripture speaks of it as the following: 
In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God .... 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us (John 1:1, 14). 

Therefore being a prophet, and knowing 
that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of 
the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he 
would raise up Christ to sit on his throne (Acts 
2:30). 

Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David accord
ing to the flesh (Rom. 1 :3). 

In all of the universe there is no other being than 
Jesus of whom it can be said that he is God "come in 
the flesh" (2 John 7). Paul, in writing to Timothy, 
spoke of the incarnate Christ as the great "mystery 
of godliness" (1 Tim. 3: 16). Through divine provi
dence and a miraculous begetting, God prepared a 
fleshly human body in offering up his Son as a gra
cious sacrifice for the sins of the whole world (Heb. 
10:5, 10; 1 John 2:2). 

It is illogical to ask a finite, though rational, 
mind to accept the concept of infinite God (who 
knows no imposed bounds or limits and cannot 
be localized) as being clothed within the confine of 
a human body. However, Scripture does shed 
some light as to how infinite Deity could abide in 
a fleshly body. Paul said of Jesus, "who, existing 
in the form of God, counted not being on an equal
ity with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a servant, being made 
in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedi
ent even unto death, yea, the death of the cross" 
(Phil. 2:6-8). 

In coming to the earth "in the form of a servant" 
not only did Jesus temporarily cast off the glory of 

heaven (John 17:5); but, also, he "emptied himself' 
of "the form of God" (Phil. 2:6). That is, in order for 
Deity to dwell within the bounds of a finite human 
body, it necessitated the setting aside of some bm
nite attributes. 

For example: Jesus says that '4God cannot be 
tempted with evil" (footnote says, "is untried in evil" 
James 1:13). Concerning Christ, the writer of He
brews says, "For we have not a high priest that can
not be touched with the feeling of our infrrmities; but 
one that hath been in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin" (Heb. 4: 15). While "existing in 
the form of God" (as a member of the Godhead), the 
"Word" could not be "tempted." But, having "emp
tied himself," and in "taking the form" of man he 
became susceptible to the enticements of sin. . 

Too, if Jesus had kept the infinite attributes, 
why would the Holy Spirit empower the 
Christ with miraculous powers (Matt. 3:16)? 

Why would the Spirit lead Jesus into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devil (Matt. 4:1)? Why was it 
written of the Clujst, as Satan said, "He shall give 
his angels charge concerning thee: and, On their 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest haply thou dash 
thy foot against a stone" (Matt. 4:6; Psa. 91:11-12)? 
Following the wilderness temptations the angels 
"came and ministered unto him" (Matt. 4: 11 ). At his 
betrayal, Jesus said he could "beseech my Father, 
and he shall even now send me more than twelve le
gions of angels" (Matt. 26:53). Only because his 
omnipotence was set aside would these assists to 
Jesus have been necessary. 

Since Scripture speaks of the Second Person of 
the Godhead as emptying himself of the "form of 
God" (with infinite attributes in order to dwell 
within limited, finite flesh), would it be unreason
able to think that the same would be required of the 
Holy Spirit if he were literally to indwell finite 
flesh? 10121 Luella 

El Paso, TX 79925 
Fp 
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Christian Scholars Conference '93 
on Special Music 

By Steve Miller 

ince 1981, the Christian Scholars Confer
ence has been meeting each year. The con
nection between the Scholars conference 

and the new hermeneutic is very close. Brother 
Buster Dobbs, in an excellent series of editorials 
(Jan.-Sept. 1991) titled "What's Wrong" in the Firm 
Foundation related the following: 

Those pushing the new and different way of 
understanding scriptures make no bones about 
their intention of altering the church. If they 
have their way, the changed church will be an 
apostate church. Under the skin, the Scholar
ship Movement is a sister to the restructured 
Disciples of Christ (Vol. 106, No. 1, p. 2). 

The advocates of the new hermeneutic condemn 
interpreting the Bible by direct commands, neces
sary inference, and apostolic examples. They deny 
the Bible is our pattern, blueprint, or constitution. 
This line of thinking leaves the church wide open 
for changes. The Christian Scholars Conference has 
been a rallying ground for those who want to 
present their agendas in modifying the doctrine of 
Christ to suit their own desires. 

The topic of singing in worship was mentioned 
several times in the 1993 Christian Scholars Confer
ence held on the campus of Harding University. In 
this article we will note some sayings of several in
dividuals who presented papers at this year's con
ference. Even though Thomas H. Olbricht stated, "I 
believe our current changes are more in exterior ap
pearance than a turning away from basic commit
ments," we believe there is an abandonment of 
Bible authority in many cases under the guise of 
"church renewals" and "fresh breezes." 

Before we notice examples of those advocating 
change in the church's music, examine the follow
ing statement from Jack R. Reese in his 1993 Chris
tian Scholars Conference paper: 

We should no longer tolerate accusations made 
in speeches, sermons, bulletins, and magazines 
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about the beliefs and practices of people with 
whom we have not talked, with whom we have 
not prayed. This is kind [sic] of unbiblical ac
tivity brings nothing but destruction and un
dermines the possibility of genuine worship 
and service to God (pp. 16-17). 

Mr. Reese urges all those advocating change in 
the churches of Christ to "no longer tolerate accusa
tions" in various avenues of communication. Our 
prayer is that Mr. Reese will not consider this article 
an accusation, because we are simply quoting and 
discussing various statements concerning our wor
ship to Almighty God. Is Mr. Reese saying that an 
individual who speaks or writes publicly cannot be 
answered in the same manner? Mr. Reese is not be
ing consistent in this statement. The Christian 
Scholars papers are filled with accusations and con
demnation of faithful Christians who are holding 
the Bible as the only authoritative pattern for man
kind. Have the men who present their anti-Bible, 
anti-pattern doctrine on the Christian Scholars Con
ference contacted every faithful Christian who 
holds the Bible as the pattern, before they condemn? 

Here are some examples of the advancement of 
"special music" (choirs, solos, etc.) in worship from 
the 1993 Christian Scholars Conference: 

1. Thomas C. Alexander, In his paper entitled 
"Plutarch, Postman, And Paul: Motives And Expec
tations For Christian Educators, Preachers, And 
Special Musicians" writes the following: 

Before I leave Paul, I wish to apply the prin
ciples he has surfaced to another group, 'spe
cial musicians.' This expression, relatively 
new among churches of Christ, refers to those 
individuals or groups of persons who on occa
sion present a song while other members of the 
congregation listen. I will not argue the case 
here, but will grant for the purposes of this ·pa
per that such activities, if properly carried out, 
do not violate biblical teaching and may be a 
legitimate avenue of teaching and admonishing 



one another in song. However, those who de
sire this expedient, whether a church who 
wants to listen or the individuals and groups 
who wish to sing, have a serious responsibility 
(p. 9). 

It is interesting that Mr. Alexander says that so
los or choirs are "relatively new among churches of 
Christ." We should also pay close attention to his 
statement: 

I will not argue the case here, but will grant for 
the purposes of this paper that such activities, 
if properly carried out, do not violate biblical 
teaching and may be a legitimate avenue of 
teaching and admonishing one another in song. 

If it is biblical and legitimate, then where is the 
book, chapter, and verse? It does not take up much 
space to list a scripture that authorizes a practice. 
Could it be that there is no scripture to authorize 
choirs and solos in our worship? No doubt! 

2. Thomas A. Langford, "The Case For Renewal 
in A Capella Music": 

We don't really know whether the admonitions 
of Paul in Ephesians 5: 19 and Colossians 3: 16 
enjoin congregational singing, individual 
praise, or the fellowship in song among two or 
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three Christians. The passages could apply 
equally well to solos as to group praise. 1 
Corinthians 14:26 seems to suggest inspired 
solos in the congregation, but even this has 
been subject to some debate (p. 3). 

Mr. Langford seems to take the position that one 
cannot really know the truth that is revealed in the 
Bible. If we cannot really know what the Bib.le 
teaches about music in our worship, then anything 
should be acceptable. Brother Mac Deaver has writ
ten concerning those who say we cannot really 
know. "This is a Satanic ploy, a doctrine of demons, 
now used by some within our brotherhood, which 
has the effect of preventing some from claiming to 
know what they must know, and from claiming any 
longer to know what in days past, in fact, they have 
known" (The Firm Foundation Of God Standeth, p. 
249). Contrary to what Mr. Langford believes, Jesus 
Christ is the authority. Christ stated, "And ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" 
(John 8:32). 

Mr. Langford also had the following to say in his 
Christian Scholars Conference paper: 

I have read, in recent years, arguments to 
the effect that 'special music' (i.e. anything 
other than congregational singing) is unscrip
tural. But I believe about as good a case can be 
made for solos as for congregational singing. 
In fact, a few years back the late Don De Welt 
made a fairly convincing case for the utter lack 
of scriptural authority for congregational sing
ing. 

While I do not question our authority for 
congregational singing, there is no mandate for 
an exclusive pattern of such music, certainly 
not the traditional order most of our churches 
follow with unvarying faithfulness (p. 6). 

God had granted us freedom to be more 
innovative and uninhibited, and his praise de
serves the best we have to offer, certainly more 
than dull routine and habitual patterns (p. 8). 

Mr. Langford continues to make assumptions 
concerning the use of "special music" in worship. 

As indicated earlier, there is probably as much 
scriptural authority for solos as for congrega
tional singing. The passage in 1 Corinthians 
14:26 seems to suggest spontaneity and indi
vidual activity (pp. 9-10). 

Did you hear that? It sounded like Don De Welt 
speaking. Don DeWelt argued that the New Testa
ment "is silent on congregational singing." We can 
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and do sing congregationally but not because the 
New Testament teaches it, but as a matter of free 
choice" (One Body, winter, 1985, Vol. 2, No. 2, p. 
4). Mr. Langford and Mr. DeWelt say that we can 
have it anyway we want, since there is no authority 
one way or another. Notice the following statement 
from Langford that reveals, "A double minded man 
is unstable in all his ways" (James 1:8). 

My point here is not to argue for the dis
placement of congregational singing, but to 
supplement it with the active gifts of soloists, 
quartets and other special groups. I certainly 
am not arguing for the development of choirs, 
though I think we could make better and more 
frequent use of choruses in our assemblies. 

What I am suggesting is that we could 
make more profitable use of special groups, 
not in an unvarying routine (we have enough 
of that already!) but as circumstances and 
spirit-led judgment dictate. A solo or a quartet 
during or just before the Lord's Supper would 
be very inspiring. Special music at other strate
gic times, depending on the circumstances, 
could significantly enhance our worship, with
out violating any scriptural principle (p. I 0). 

Mr. Langford, why not "supplement" our music 
in worship with instrumental music? You did not 
mention instrumental music, but you did mention 
choirs, solos, quartets, and special groups, which 
are unscriptural in worship! (1 Cor. 14:40; Eph. 
5:19; Col. 3:16). 

How can Mr. Langford argue for the introduc
tion of choirs, solos, and quartets, and then say, "I 
am not arguing for the development of choirs"? See 
what happens when you do not view the Bible as the 
pattern, you start arguing in circles, because if there 
is no pattern, you are free to do what you like! 

Our inconsistent "scholar" says, "A solo or a 
quartet during or just before the Lord's Supper 
would be very inspiring." Brother Guy N. Woods 
reveals the lack of Bible authority for this practice. 
Concerning two different acts of worship being 
done at the same time we quote Guy N. Woods: 

Observance of the Lord's Supper, and 
singing are two separate and distinct acts of 
worship, involving very different, physical, 
mental and spiritual participation. There are 
four things we must do in order properly to 
partake of the Supper. We are to look (1) in-
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ward; (2) outward; (3) backward; and (4) for
ward in its observance. (1) We are to examine 
ourselves (1 Cor. 11:28) in the act of obser
vance; (2) we proclaim (ASV) the Lord's death 
by our participation (1 Cor. 11:26); (3) were
member the events of Calvary (1 Cor. 11:25); 
and ( 4) we keep alive, in our hearts, and before 
others, his eventual return (1 Cor. 11 :26). 

We who sing with the spirit and with the 
understanding, as all must do in order to praise 
God acceptably, must (1) give attention to the 
lyrics as much so as if we were actually com
posing them at the moment in praise to God; 
and (2} we must follow the music to which the 
lyrics are set in order properly to sing in unison 
with others. Neither act - singing, or partak
ing of the Lord's Supper- can be properly 
engaged in while attempting the other .... The 
practice is without apostolic precedent and 
wholly unacceptable to those who are content 
with the New Testament order (Questions and 
Answers, Open Forum, Vol. 1 a p. 336). 

507 30th St. 
Vienna, WV 26105 
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• "Above all it is true-to-Bible teaching." 

Garland Ellcins - Memphis, Tenn. 
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Wmfred Clark -Athens, Ala. 

• "Quality, graded material . . . founded upon the 
teachings of God's Word." 

Lester Kamp - Baytown, Texas 
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of all the lessons in this 3-year series. 
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Rice Family Singers 
Stereo Albums or Tapes 

Mansion Over the Hilltop 
Side 1 Side 2 
Mansion Over the Hilltop ··oo•oo····oo • ••• ••• Christ's Love Is All I Need 
The Glory-land Way OOOO OOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooo In the Shadow of the Cross 
Just a Little While oooooooooooooooooooooooo•: oooooo oo oooooooo• Sweet Will of God 
Be With Me Lord 00000000 0000 00000000000000 00 0000000 The Lord's My Shepherd 
What a Savior 0000 000000000000000000000000000000000000 0 I'll Be a Friend to Jesus 
Victory in Jesus 0000000000 00000000 0000000000 00 000000 0000 Sing to Me of Heaven 

Beyond the Sunset 
Side 1 Side 2 
Beyond the Sunset 00000000 00000000000000 0000000000 00 00 00000000 0 Asleep in Jesus 
Nearer, My God, to Thee 00 00000000 000000 000000 Near to the Heart of God 
Heaven for Me 0000 00 000000000000 00 00000000000000 00000000 00000 An Empty Mansion 
Glory for Me 00 00000000000000000000 00 000000 000000000000 Only a Shadow Between 
Crossing the Bar 000000 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 0000 00 00 0000 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 Beautiful Isle 
Abide With Me oooooooooooo 00 0000 000000 00 0000 00 00 0000 0000 Land of Fadeless Day 

Where Roses Never Fade 
Side 1 Side 2 
Where Roses Never Fade oooo oooooooo oooooooooooooooooooooooo The New Song 
Jesus Paid It All oooooooo oooooo oo oooo oooo oooo oooooooo• Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
Lead Me to Calvary 0000000000000000 00 00000000000000 00 0000 0000 Whispering Hope 
Where Could I Go? 000000000000 00000000 OOooooOOoo oo oooo 00000000 00000 In the Garden 
Jesus, Hold My Hand 00000000000000 000000 00 00 Will You Not Tell It Today? 
Paradise Valley oooooo oooooooooooooo oooooooooo oo oooooo If We Never Meet Again 

I Walk With the King 
Side 1 Side 2 
I Walk With the King oooooooooooooooooooo oo oooooo oo oo• Ten Thousand Angels 
Our God, He Is Alive 000000000000 00000000000000000000 0000 00 A Beautiful Prayer 
Each Step I Take 0000 00 00000000000000 000000 00 0000 000 His Grace Reaches Me 
Can He Depend on You? OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO oooo oooooooooooooooooooooo • Redeemed 
He Lifted Me 00000000 0000 00000000 00 00 00 0 Master, Let Me Walk With Thee 
Flee As a Bird 0000000000 000000 00 000000 00 000000000000000000000 How Great Thou Art 

Just think of it! 
48 gospel songs - beautifully recorded. 

Available also on cassettes and S-track tapes. 

Order sets for your local radio stations, funeral homes, hospitals (to play over intercoms and P.A. systems), 
shut-ins, to send to your missionaries, and to teach your own congregation or singing group these songs. 

Mail your order to 
RICE FAMILY SINGERS 
2956 Allshore 
Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

Dear Rice Family Singers: 

Zip off this coupon and send your order today. 

Your name. ____________________________________________ __ 

Add ross _______________________ __ 

City ______________ State. ____ Zip~---

Enclosed please find $ ________ for the Item (or Items) checked, as follows : 

Stereo Albums Cassettes 8-Track Tapes 

I Walk With the King (12 songs) 0$6.00 0$7.00 0$8.00 

Mansion Over the Hilltop (12 songs) out of print 0$7.00 0$8.00 

Beyond the Sunset (12 songs) 0$6.00 0$7.00 0$8.00 

Where Roses Never Fade (12 songs) 0 $6.00 0$7.00 0$8.00 

Complete set (if all ordered at one time) 0$14.95 0$25.95 0$29.95 

Note: Please enclose cash, check, or money order (adding $1.00 for each order or set for postage and handling). 
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Lipscomb! 
By J. E. Choate 

A Thumbnail Sketch of Education 
in Restoration History 

C hurches of Christ look with admiration up
on a splendid chain of colleges and uni 
versities built at great sacrifice by our fa

thers. David Lipscomb and James A. Harding 
are honored pioneers 

school opened its doors on Oct. 5, 1891, at 105 
Fillmore Street in Nashville. David Lipscomb 
rented a brick mansion for the school and paid for it 
out of his pocket. 

The aim of the Nashville Bible School was to 
teach the Bible daily to each student. Liberal arts 

of Christian education As a personal note, may I add 
among churches of 

subjects were wisely 
prescribed by Lip
scomb and Harding. 

Christ. although I am a Lipscomb gradu- Nine young men 
showed up on opening 
day. The story of the 
Nashville Bible School 
to this day is carefully 
recorded. Whoever at
tempts to alter a cen
tury of tradition will be 
compelled to face the 
reality of their actions. 

The oldest institu
tion of higher learning 
among Disciples of 
Christ, west of the 
Allegheny mountains, 
was Transylvania Sem
inary. Buffalo Semi
nary was organized by 
Alexander Campbell in 
1818 to train young 
men for the ministry. 
Bacon College was or
ganized in 1836. (Ba
con College was re
chartered in 1855 as 
Kentucky University.) 

ate, so long as you, brother 
Pullias, or others continue to 
extend your fellowship to these 

groups that you know have been 
withdrawn from, I shall continue 

to advise students to attend Harding, a gradu
ate of Bethany Col
lege, and Lipscomb, a 
graduate of the cel
ebrated University of 
Nashville had an in-

some Christian college other 

than Lipscomb. 
(written by Harold Hazelip, Jan. 9, 1956) 

Bethany College was chartered by Alexander Camp
bell in 1840. Tolbert Fanning brought Franklin Col
lege into existence by 1844. 

Kentucky University is important to the Dis
ciples because the famed College of the Bible be
came one of the colleges in Kentucky University. It 
would serve as a model for other Bible schools 
founded by the Disciples. Robert Milligan was the 
first president, and John W. McGarvey and Isaiah B. 
Grubbs were the first Bible teachers. 

The Nashville Bible School 

The pioneer of a similar school among the churches 
of Christ was the Nashville Bible School founded 
by David Lipscomb and James A. Harding. The 
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depth understanding of 
educational principles and theories. 

Changes in David Lipscomb College 
in Recent Times 

When the successor to Willard Collins was sought, 
it was hoped he would implement and continue the 
honored traditions of the Nashville Bible School. 

Harold Hazelip carne from Freed-Hardernan 
Junior College to David Lipscomb College where 
he graduated. He had begun his career as a preacher, 
and later became the dean of the Harding Graduate 
School in Memphis. The mantle of David Lipscomb 
settled on his shoulders. _He was welcomed and fully 
supported in the initial period of his presidency; 
however, this did not last long. 



Academicians on the Lipscomb campus, recog
nized for their grasp of educational philosophy and 
practices, soon began to question his command of 
the operation of a liberal arts college, and especially 
David Lipscomb. 

A longtime faculty member, held in highest es
teem by his colleagues, said in a general faculty 
meeting with the head of the college presiding, he 
had not known faculty morale to be at such low ebb. 
That evaluation of the performance of the present 
administration continues in a divided faculty. 

It did not come as a total surprise when the Lip
scomb president initiated the move to change daily 
teaching of the Bible to three days a week, and re
quired chapel attendance reduced to twice a week. 
This "trial balloon" never got off the ground. The 
board of directors rejected the proposal. The presi
dent said he would not raise the subject again. 

Changing the Wording of the Mission 
Statement 

A subtle proposal was later put on the table. If ap
proved, the idea that makes Lipscomb a unique 
Christian school would have been destroyed. A Lip
scomb task group proposed to change the wording 
contained in the charter defining the purpose of the 
school. Lipscomb prescribed daily Bible study by 
each enrolled student. This would be changed. 

The proposal came under suspicion. A statement 
originating from the board of directors read: 

For ninety-eight years it has been the policy of 
the Directors and the Administration of the 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL 
OF PREACHING 

• Two-Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2,760 Clock Hours 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 
• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications Now Being Accepted 
• Call or Write for Application 

CONDUCTED BY 
KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, TN 38118 

Phone (901) 362-5139 

Nashville Bible School to require every stu
dent, taking courses for credit, to be required 
to study the Bible. This policy has served the 
students well, and likewise it has set the stan
dard by which other Christian schools are mea
sured. 

The following statement, submitted to the board 
of directors (Feb. 27, 1988, in Ft. Meyers, Fla.), rec
ommended a change in the wording of the mission 
of David Lipscomb College. It was requested by the 
present administration: 

The mission of David Lipscomb University is 
to serve the students so that they may master 
knowledge and skills appropriate to them and 
become Christ-like in attitude and behavior. 

The board of directors rejected the proposal be
cause it did not specify daily Bible study and com
pulsory chapel attendance. 

In February 1990 the administration submitted 
to the board a revised Strategic Plan. The original 
mission statement was unchanged. 

The deep commitment of most of the board to 
the original Mission Purpose is reflected in unam
biguous words from the board. The Strategic Plan 
was voted down by a majority vote of the board. A 
board member commented, "The 'chipping away' 
has begun." 

Florida School 
of Preaching 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

(813) 683-4043 

t Strong Bible Emphasis 
( Two-Year Program 
t 1 00 Semester Hours 
t No Tuition 
t Scholarships Available 
t Qualified Faculty 
t Approved for V. A. Benefits 
t Call or Write 

Jackie M. Stearsman, Director 

Training Preachers Since 1969 
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It is not pleasant to address the fact that all 
things are not well in David Lipscomb University 
and to expose the roots of the problem. 

The Liberalizing 
of David Lipscomb University 

Interested and informed patrons of the university 
were puzzled by these actions: 

The schismatic Woodmont hills church of 
Christ was given permission to use the Willard 
Collins Auditorium on campus for Sunday 
worship. Patrons and Lipscomb faculty ob
jected. 

The Woodmont Hills church preacher 
made a laughing matter of the issue in the frrst 
campus meeting of the church. 

Rhetorical Questions 

The following rhetorical questions are submitted to 
the David Lipscomb University administration: 

• How do you account for forty-two adminis
tration, faculty, and staff attending the apostate 
Woodmont Hills church? 

• How do you justify placing advertisements of 
David Lipscomb University in Wineskins magazine 
and the-publications of Christian Jubilee, Inc?" 

• Do you approve of the blasphemous article, 
"Christmas at Matthew's House," written by Andre 
Resner? 

• Do you approve ''The New Birth and Chris
tian Unity" article written by Douglas A. Foster and 
published in Wineskins? 

• Why are the editors of Wineskins given per
mission to host a luncheon on the Lipscomb campus 
during the lectureship? 

• Would the administration grant this privilege 
to the Firm Foun(lation? 

• How would you defend the presence of a 
Bible faculty on campus who advocates a "herme
neutic of suspicion" and who coauthored the Second 
Incarnation with Rubel Shelly? 

• Do you agree with a David Lipscomb faculty 
member who said in a Christian Scholars Confer
ence paper in 1989 that the old hermeneutic of pre
cept, example, and necessary inference has lost its 
attraction? 

A most revealing admission of intent is phrased 
in this faculty member's 1989 paper: 

16 =i-'::U&!::! 

The books of the Bible are not systematic theo- _ 
logical treatises. They are not a compendium 
of Lukan or Pauline theology. They are occa
sional documents and comprise task theology 
(italics mine). 

Our David Lipscomb University theologian 
pontificates that "strict pattern theology must be 
abandoned." 

What is said here is that the "·new hermeneutic" 
devised by our liberal brethren now supplants the 
"old hermeneutic" which has lost its attraction for 
the "college student and many a Christian in the 
pew." 

Summary AppraiSal 
The inaugural address of the incumbent head of 
Lipscomb was titled The Impossible Dream. The 
statement was circulated upon his coming to Lip
scomb that the college would not be the same upon 
his leaving. 

Soon, the David Lipscomb University board of 
directors will initiate a search for the next president. 
Whoever he is will place a stamp of identity upon 
the institution that will endure since the name of 
David Lipscomb is attached to the university. 

There is David Lipscomb University faculty 
who remain loyal to the principles of the founders. 
May their tribe increase. 

We pray that the Nashville Bible School/David 
Lipscomb College/University, brethren have hon
ored for more than a century, will not vanish from 
the earth. 3714* Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 37215 
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What Is the Purpose of Sowing? 
By Albert Gardner 

I f we do not have our eye on the 
harvest, there is no purpose in 
sowing. Sowing is hard work 

and is expensive in time, money, 
and energy. It must never be con
sidered only an exercise in sowing, 
but a means to an end; Sowing 

looks to results; It looks to the harvest. 
Before we can have a harvest, certain things are 

required. If there is a crop failure, we can place the 
blame for it on one of these things. 

Seed. "The seed is the word of God" (Luke 
8: 11). God set the law for nature in Genesis 1: 11, 
that everything would bring forth after its kind. The 
apostle Paul gives this principle a spiritual applica
tion in Galatians 6:7. "Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap." 

The kind of seed decides the harvest. If we are to 
produce the church of Christ in any city in the 
world, we must sow the same seed that produced 
this church in its beginning. Any other seed will pro
duce a different church. Faithful gospel preaching 
produced the first church of Christ, and if we would 
begin the same church any place we must faithfully 
preach the same gospel. 

Sometimes a harvest fails because of bad seed. 
Bad seed can never produce a good harvest. Unless 
the germ of life is in the seed it is only good for bird 
seed. How is the word of God? "For the word of 
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and mar
row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart" (Heb. 4: 12). 

If we have a crop failure, the fault is not with the 
seed. The word of God is pure, complete, accurate, 
powerful, and inspired. If Christians are not made 

when the word is preached, we must look elsewhere 
for the cause. 

Sower. Though the word of God is "able to save 
your souls" (James 1:21), it has no power until it is 
received. It is paper and ink until someone learns it 
and obeys it. 

The sower of the word of God is any teacher of 
it. Jesus said we are to go preach the gospel to every 
creature (Mark 16:15), in all nations (Matt. 28:19). 
When we do that He said, "I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:20). 

Teachers have a special duty to their hearers. 
"Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer 
every man" (Col. 4:6). Did you notice the word 
"how?" This verse is not discussing what we teach 
but how we are to teach it. We are directed to teach 
the truth, but even truth must be taught with meek
ness and fear (1 Pet. 3: 15). 

If there is not a harvest, it is not the fault of the 
seed because it is perfect, but it might be the fault of 
the sower. All of us have heard people who had the 
truth, go about it in the wrong way and manner, 
driving others away from the truth. If it is our fault 
we must repent of it. However, not everyone who 
has rejected truth did· so because of the obnoxious 
way the teacher presented it. Jesus was the perfect 
teacher in content and method, and they crucified 
Him. They did not reject His method but His truth. 
Surely, we cannot claim to equal Him in our teach
ing, but often people are not rejecting our method 
but the truth we teach. 

If the sower was not at fault, and the word of 
God is not at fault, if there is no harvest, we must 
look elsewhere for the failure. 

Soil. There are at least three ingredients neces
sary to a harvest: seed, sower, soil. Jesus gave the 
Parable of the Sower (Luke 8:4-15). The sower went 
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out to sow his seed. The seed fell on different kinds 
of soil and the results in each case was different. 

What made the difference in the results? It was 
not the seed for the same seed was sown in each 
case. There is no indication the sower was unfaith
ful. The reception was different because the hearts 
were different. 

Some hearts are like the wayside soil. They are 
hard and will not allow the seed to remain. Some 
hearts are like the rocky soil. They hear and receive 
the word with joy but because there is no depth and 
no root, they fall away. Some are like the thorny 
soil. They hear and go forth but are choked with 

cares, riches, and pleasures. Others have a good 
heart. "But that on the good ground are they, which 
in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, 
keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience" (Luke 
8:15). 

The reception of the seed is decided by the kind 
of heart. If there is no harvest, the fault is never with 
the word of God. It may be the fault of the teacher 
(but most of the time it is not), so the responsibility 
is squarely on the shoulders of those who hear. Bad 
seed will not produce a good harvest, but neither 
will bad soil give a good harvest. P. o. Box 2608 

Lumberton, NC 28359 
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Is Marriage a Form of Bondage? 
By Robin W. Haley 

I t is, I suppose, next to impossible to have a dis 
cussion about the home and marriage without 
the subject of divorce and remarriage coming 

into it. Likewise, it is rare that such discussions do 
not include some questions regarding what Paul 
taught and meant in such passages as Romans 7 and 
1 Corinthians 7. Especially is this true regarding the 
phrase "the brother or sister is not under bondage in 
such cases" (1 Cor. 7:15). 

Many wrongly conclude Paul to be speaking of, 
as we might today, a "marriage bond," but he is not. 
Rather, he has in mind a form of slavery! Marriage 
has never been viewed by God as slavery. That is 
not the design of marriage. 

The key to understanding the word "bondage" 
in this verse is found in the tense of the original verb 
used. That tense is perfect tense. Recently, one has 
asked a good question, "If they are not now under 
bondage, then what was the bondage they were un
der if not marriage?" Although many are not willing 
to hear the answer to this question, it really does 
help to eliminate much of the speculation and dis
cussion about the so-called "Pauline Privilege." 
Simply put, "time" is not under consideration in the 
perfect tense. Paul is saying "the brother or sister is 
not now, nor were they ever under the obligation to 
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follow that mate as a slave, and thus leave Christ." 
Even while "consenting to dwell together," nei

ther party in the marriage was a slave to the other. 
Only when a Christian decides to leave Christ to fol
low after the unbeliever to "save the marriage" has 
that one become under bondage - a slave. Such 
bondage is sinful. Rather than save anything, they 
will instead lose their soul! 

Please remember, Paul does not mention di
vorce nor remarriage here. "Not under bondage" 
does not mean free from the marriage, and subse
quently free to re-marry. All such actions would be 
adultery. Let us refer back to verse 11 in answer to 
this question regarding the departing mate: remain 
unmarried or be reconciled! 

912 E. Teresa 
Sapulpa, OK 74066 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 
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Homosexuality 
By George F. Beals 

T he pro-gay movement is spreading its ten
tacles. I~ leaders encourage homosexuals to 
feel good about themselves and attempt to 

convince society that sodomy and lesbianism are 
right. 

The Rest Are Dl 

In Society and the Healthy Homosexual (1992) psy
chotherapist George Weinberg coined the term ho
mophobia. He contended it is sick to oppose homo
sexual conduct - the disease of "homophobia" 
(George Weinberg, Society and the Healthy Homo
sexual, Alyson Publications, Inc.). 

The foreword, written by Massachusetts' homo
sexual congressman Gerry E. Studds, says in part: 

Dr. Weinberg's simple premise is that it is soci
ety that is sick, not lesbians and gay men. His thera-

Homosexuality & Christianity 
George F. Beals debated two (I) American Baptist pastors, Mr. 
Thom Saffold and Ms. Fran Mayes (a member of the pro-gay 
Metropolitan Community Church), at the University of 
Michigan, April 8·9, 1994. 

• That debate Is now on four, two-hour videos. 
VIdeo 1: What Is the basis of morality? 
VIdeo 2: What does this basis teach about 

homosexuality? 
VIdeo 3: Responses of speakers. 
VIdeo 4: Q&A and How should the church and 

state respond to homosexuality? 

• Use for one-on-one, classroom, or broadcast. 
• Huao McCord - •God calls upon people to •reason 

together• (lsa. 1:18), which Is exacUy what George 
Beals did in his public debate .... It is a pleasure to 
add my words of commendation: 

• Tbomal B. Warrea - •Refreshing. It was a joy to see how 
careful you were to prove your contentions!" 

$14.95 for each tape 
$55.00 for all four tapes 

(Includes postage and free tract). 
(Michigan residents add 6% sales tax.) 

Specify number of tapes and send your check to 

Decker Enterprise 
2388 N. Linden Rd. • Flint, Michigan 48504 

(810) 733-0660 

peutic approach for troubled gay people is to teach 
them that their sexual orientation is normal and 
healthy, and that the problems they experience are 
the result of the heterosexist, fearful society in 
which we live. 

The publication Choice advises, "This book 
[Weinberg's book] would be excellent for sociology 
classes on a high school or college level." 

Some Pro-gay Children's Books 

Jenny Lives with Eric and Martin (Suzanne Bosche, 
London: GMP Publishers Ltd.) says: 

Jenny is a little girl. Martin is Jenny's dad, and 
Eric is Martin's lover. They live happily to
gether, and this is the story of how they spend 
their weekend. 

The book portrays a loving, down-to-earth ho
mosexual family, in an attempt to make homosexu
ality appear normal and acceptable. It discusses ho
mophobia as stemming from ignorance and 
thoughtlessness and proposes to help parents help 
children understand and avoid this "bias." 

On the back cover of Lots of Mommies (Jane 
Severance, Chapel Hill, NC: Lollipop Power, Inc.) it 
is said that "Lollipop Power is a feminist collective 
that writes, illustrates, and publishes books to coun
teract sex -stereotyped behavior and role models 
presented by society to young children." The 
Alyson Wonderland series claims to focus "on 
books for and about the children of lesbian and gay 
parents." Some of their books are: 

Daddy~ Roommate 
The Duke Who Outlawed Jelly Beans 
Gloria Goes to Gay Pride 
Families (a coloring book) 
The Daddy Machine 
The Generous Jefferson Bartleby Jones 
Asha's Mums 
Heather Has 1Wo Mommies 
Just Looking for My Shoes 
Good Enough to Eat 

November 1994 19 
Firm Foundation 



Love Me Like You Mean It 
A Letter to Harvey Milk 
These books are designed to persuade children 

that homosexual conduct is good and even desir
able. If you think they are not out to get your chil
dren, think again. 

Was Paul Homosexual? 
In his book, Rescuing the Bible from Fundamental
ism, John Shelby Spong, Episcopal Bishop of New
ark, suggests "the possibility that Paul was a homo
sexual person." He sees 

no evidence to suggest that Paul ever acted 
out his sexual desires and passions .... But the 
war that went on between what he desired 
with his mind and what he desired with his 
body, his drivenness to a legalistic religion of 
control, his fear when that system was threat
ened, his attitude toward women, his refusal 
to seek marriage as an outlet for his passion. 
Nothing else accounts for this data as well as 
the possibility that Paul was a gay male (San 
Francisco: Harper, p. 117). 

Did Jesus Approve and Participate 
in Homosexuality? 

Robert Goss wrote the book, Jesus Acted Up. Goss 
somehow sees a homosexual connection in Christ's 
resurrection. Speaking in denominational language, 
and revealing his own homosexuality, Goss writes: 
"On Easter, God made Jesus queer in his solidarity 
with us. In other words, Jesus came out of the closet 
and became the queer Christ. Jesus the Christ be
comes gay/lesbian rather than gay because of his 
solidarity with lesbians as well" (p. 84 ). 

Goss refers to Robert Williams' book, Just As I 
Am: A Practical Guide to Being Out, Proud and 
Christian (New York: Crown Publishers). Williams 
provides us with a "full reconstruction of Jesus as 
gay and sexual" (p. 214). In The Beloved Disciple, 
Goss says, "Williams reconstructs a fictional story 
of Jesus and Lazarus as lovers." He gives a "vivid 
description of the love-making between Jesus and 
Lazarus" (p. 214). 

Pro-gay Hermeneutic 

Goss includes a chapter titled "A Queer Biblical 
Hermeneutic" which he also terms "a hermeneutic 
of solidarity." This amounts to the old pick-and
choose "interpretation" of the Bible coupled with 
reading into the text your own wishes. This time the 
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wishes are approval and encouragement of the ho
mosexual lifestyle. Note these words: 

Queer Christians can become a critically 
engaged presence to fundamentalist churches 
by producing the truth of their struggle for jus
tice from the biblical texts (p. 101). 

The lives of queer Christians become an
other text from which they interpret the bibli
cal text. Queer Christians refigure the meaning 
of the text by interpreting and applying it to 
their own lives (p. 103). 

It means accepting the work of subverting 
fundamentalist assumptions of truth with his
torical criticism of biblical texts (p. 103). 

A hermeneutic of solidarity challenges 
queer Christians to articulate their social and 
theological commitment to practice the justice 
of God's liberation. In solidarity with the bibli
cally oppressed, God's justice shapes their 
lives as they practice God's compassion (p. 
105). 

Forces for Change Are in Place 

In Jesus Acted Up, Goss sees the pump primed: 
With a large number of gay/lesbian profession
als involved in the social sciences, universi
ties, and in the clergy, they have the potential 
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of becoming an articulate social force for 
change .. ... Queer Christians, clergy, and 
theologians must first come out and be 
proud of their sexuality .... Gay men and 
lesbians have already established and cre
ated publishing houses .. .. Queer theologi
cal scholars can utilize them to circulate 
their biblical production of truth and jus
tice (p. 100). 

Refuge in Churches 

Ms. Fran Mayes is a straight American Baptist 
pastor and a member of the pro-gay Metropolitan 
Community Church. In a recent debate with me 
at the University of Michigan, she reveals a lib
eral view of the church and identifies some reli
gious groups that endorse the homosexual 
lifestyle. She gave sodomites and lesbians this 
advice: 

The church of Jesus Christ is sadly, tragi
cally divided on how to treat you. But in 
every mainline denomination there is a 
support group for gay, lesbian and 
transgendered persons and their allies and/ 
or an association of churches that have 
publicly declared themselves to be gay af
firming. There are Presbyterian More Light 
congregations, Methodist Reconciling 
congregations, UCC and Disciples Open 
:n:l Affirming congregations, Lutheran 
Reconciled in Christ congregations, and 
American Baptist Welcoming and Affirm
ing congregations. There is Dignity, the 
Roman Catholic group, Integrity for Epis
copalians, Lutherans Concerned, American 
Baptists Concerned, Evangelicals Con
cerned and undoubtedly others I am not yet 
aware of. In addition there is the Universal 
Fellowship of Metropolitan Community 
Churches whose primary ministry is to the 
lesbian, gay and bisexual community (Ho
mosexuality and Christianity: A Public De
bate on the Morality Question). 

A Final Liberal Word that Sounds 
Too Familiar 

In the debate, Ms. Mayes' rhetoric expresses the 
grace-alone doctrine that opens the closet door to 
approving some homosexual behavior: 

I do not believe God requires people to 
change who they are or to subscribe to a 
certain set of 'doctrinal truths' in order to 
be accepted and loved. My entire theology 
centers around a God who is Jove, and who 
saves us from slavery to our own selfish in-

clinations and self-condemnation by grace, 
and grace alone. 

Frequently, in the debate, I heard words that 
echo what I hear from some of my brethren. One 
wonders what will happen as the lewdness of this 
disgraceful behavior wears away, and the grace
alone advocates among us understand the permis
sive hermeneutic of the pro-gays. Will the future see 
these brethren follow Ms. Mayes en masse in ap
proving of same-sex relationships? I pray that the 
pro-gay movement will cause these beloved breth
ren to change and join us in promoting the Lord's "if 
you love me, keep my commandments" principle. 
Now is the time to join forces in proclaiming the 
only truth that will save precious souls. 

2545 Madrono 
Ann Arbor, Ml48103 

(The debate took place on the campus of the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor on April 8-9, 
1994. For information on the video tapes, contact 
Decker Enterprise, 2388 N. Linden Rd., Flint, MI 
48504; phone [810] 733-0660.) 
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Death ••• a Celebration? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

F requently we hear a funeral described as a 
"celebration." While it is recognized that, for 
the faithful, death is a passage to a better life, a 

victory in the truest sense ( 1 Cor. 15:54-55), death 
is not presented as a celebration in the Bible. 

The death of Lazarus comes to mind. Bible stu
dents will recall the touching story. Early in John 11 
we are informed that Lazarus was sick. Jesus was 
told of his sickness (v. 3). Jesus did not go to Laz
arus immediately but delayed until his friend had 
died. Lazarus had been dead four days when Jesus 
arrived on the scene. Lazarus' sister, Martha, in
formed our Lord that "he stinketh" due to the pas
sage of time (v. 39). Jesus used this occasion to 
teach a lesson on the resurrection. 

Jesus was compassionate toward the loved ones 
who had gathered to comfort Mary and Martha. 
When he saw Mary weeping "he groaned in the 
spirit, and was troubled" (v. 33). And then follows 
that well-known verse "Jesus wept" (John 11 :35). 
Jesus wept! If we are to celebrate at the death of a 
loved one, would this not have been an ideal time to 
teach mankind to do so? Why does Inspiration not 
infonn us that Jesus and those gathered Celebrated? 
Lazarus was not an evil man, but a good one obvi
ously loved by many. Yet, at his death, our Lord 
wept. 

The Bible records the death of both the right
eous and the wicked. Sadness is depicted at the 
death of both. We have recorded the death of both 
young and old. There is no hint of celebration at the 
death of either age. The widow of Nain wept for her 
son (Luke 7:11-16). At the death of Jairus' daughter 
"all wept, and bewailed her'' (Luke 8:52). 

Christians need not feel the depth of despair at 
the death of a faithful loved one. This life is not all 
there is. The Psalmist declares "Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints" (Psa. 116:15). 
We are not to sorrow as others "which have no 
hope" (1 Thess. 4: 13). When our loved one has 
lived his/her life as a child of the King, we have a 

22 ~~~r;.'::nd~:: 

consolation not known by the world. 
A reasonable period of sorrow and mourning 

serves as a great healer. Yet the Christian does not 
allow morbidity to prolong endlessly that mourning 
process. We receive a strength from above that helps 
sustain us in times of sorrow and pain. We accept 
the fact that death is as much a part of God's plan as 
is birth. This simply serves to emphasize the impor
tance of living each day in preparation for the jour
ney across spiritual Jordan. 

I do not know where the idea of celebrating 
death originated. It is not, however, portrayed 
within the pages of Holy Writ. Death is a time of 
dignified solemnity rather than a time of joyous cel
ebration. It serves to sober our thinking and make us 
aware of the brevity of life. The tears shed may be 
totally selfish. They may be because of the loss we 
face as we contemplate life without our loved one. 
Tears are justified! They are not a sign of weakness 
-remember our Lord's example. Let us not rob 
death of its dignity. Treat it as a victory for the 
Christian, yes, but follow the example of our Lord. 

P.O. Box464 
Ripley, TN 38063 
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Religious Right Criticized 
By Bill Lockwood 

J ocelyn Elders perhaps represents better than 
anyone else Bill Clinton's socialistic engineer 
ing for America. The Surgeon General, of 

whom William Norman Grigg wrote, "Capably em
bodies the salient traits of .. . indomitable radicalism, 
personal corruption, and inexhaustible self-ap
proval" (New American, Sept. 20. 1993, p. 13), ad
dressed the Lesbian and Gay Health Conference on 
June 22, in which she attacked what she called, 'the 
un-Christian religious right' for its opposition to 
education programs in such areas as sex and AIDs." 
(Daily Oklahoman, June 23, 1994). She was, as ex
pected, "warmly received" by the Conference, 
which frequently interrupted her speech with ap
plause and at least two standing ovations. Elders 
also declared a war on all Bible morality by saying 
"the religious right was selling out American youth 
in the name of religion." As a representative of the 
government, this amounts to a declaration of war by 
our national government upon religion. 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED ... 
• That fields are white unto harvest ... 

• That dedicated preachers are needed ... 

• That you may have the talent and 
opportunity to make a real 
difference ... 

• That tuition-free college-level 
training may be available for you ... 

• That for almost a quarter century 
many have found that East Tennessee 
School of Preaching is the best choice? 

EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
6608 Beaver Ridge Rd. 
Knoxville, TN 37931 

Name. _______ _.:.... ____ .Age __ 

Address ______________ _ 

City St.ate __ Zip _ _ _ 

Or call (615) 691-7444, 691-7411 

Jocelyn Elders, who radically pushes for a so
cialistic agenda, probably cares as little for the truth 
as any public official in Washington. For example, 
she served as the director of Arkansas Health De
partment under Bill Clinton. Her "primary passion 
was the establishment of school-based 'health' clin
ics through which condoms could be distributed to 
school children." She was also active in the pro
abortion movement. As a result of her effort during 
a portion of her tenure in Arkansas from 1989 to 
1992, "Cases of syphilis increased by 130 percent 
among Arkansas teens, and cases of HIV infections 
increased by 150 percent" (Grigg, p. 13). Not only 
so, but during her entire term, Arkansas went from 
"fourth to second in the nation in the rate of teenage 
pregnancy." With this dismal record, for her to 
blame teenage pregnancy upon "poverty and igno
rance and the Bible belt mentality," classifies as 
hard-core hatred propaganda. She even character
ized "Christian leaders" as "mean, ugly and evil," 
for deploying the "religious right" against her. 
Translated, this means she considers the Bible is the 
chief obstacle in carrying on the "destructive war of 
traditional values." 

The Glaring Facts 
The facts are readily available. According to the 
Michigan Family Forum, it is "clear that amoral, 
secular, humanistic sex education in the schools are 
ineffective and actually are serving to corrupt the 
morals of young people" (Haven Bradford Gow, 
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Christian News, Sept. 27, 1993). According to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, fj7 
percent of high school students in Dallas, Texas, are 
sexually active, which is a 5 percent increase in just 
two years. This has come on the heels of concen
trated sex educations programs that advertise "safe 
sex." Clearly, the lesson is that the more sex is em
phasized in the education of the young, even in the 
context of "prevention," the higher the increase in 
experimentation. 

Dr. Tony. Campolo, an educator at Eastern Col
lege, remarks, "With apologies to all its politically 
correct proponents, the teaching of 'safe sex' does 
not work. Evidence suggests ... P.remarital pregnan
cies usually increase in schools where condoms are 
available" (Haven Bradford, Christian News, Apr. 
5, 1994). 

Jay Strack, in his book, Good Kids Who Do Bad 
Things, observes: 

Offering explicit and graphic sex education 
without moral values is worse than not teach
ing it at all. It leads to experimentation with 
very little restraint and is a definite infringe
ment of the family's right and responsibility to 
teach decisions based on (its moral and reli
gious standards.and values) (ibid.). 

In the book, Killers of Children: A Psychoana
lytical View of Sex Education, author Dr. Melvin 
Anchell says: 

Despite arguments to the contrary given by 
Planned Parenthood and sex educators, the fact 
is that there has been an ever increasing num
ber of unwed preteen and teen pregnancies 
since the public school sex education and 
'school based health' clinics have come into 
existence. 

As Thomas Sowell, a Creators Syndicate colum-
nist, put it: 

Only those few people who have the time to re
search the specifics as to what is actually being 
done in 'drug education,' 'sex education,' or 
'death education' courses know what an utter 
fraud these labels are (Arizona Republic, Oct. 
5, 1992). 

The facts are glaring. However, to the preju
diced mind that has become so common among our 
government officials, facts are muted. Jocelyn El
ders has even gone so far as to glorify abortion on 
the basis that the practice of murdering unborn in
fants has been the single most important factor in 
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decreasing neonatal mortality! "Abortion was the 
single most important factor in the significant de
crease in neonatal mortality between 1964 and 
1977; abortion was responsible for a reduction of 
1.5 neonatal deaths per 1,000 live births among 
whites, and 2.5 per 1,000 live births among blacks" 
(Elders, as quoted by [Grigg, New American, ibid.]). 

It is difficult to imagine the brass that is required 
for one to refer to the murdering of unborn children 
as responsible for decreasing neonatal mortality. 
No, Elders' ideology isn't about good health, but it 
is about de-Christianizing America. 

211 North 5th St 
Marlow, OK 73055 

Necrology 
Wtll (Bill) Arthur Respess Jr., 71, passed 

from this life on Saturday, June 25, 1994. 
Bill was a native of Pantego, NC. He gradu
ated from Freed-Hardeman College in 1953. 
For 11 years he preached full time for 
churches in Tennessee, North Carolina, Vrr
ginia, and Mississippi. The next 27 years 
were spent working as a machinist specialist 
at Newport News shipyard. During these 
years Bill preached for numerous churches. 
Brother Respess also served as an elder at 
the Hampton Church of Christ in Hampton, 
Va., for 10 years. 

Brother Respess was an avid reader of 
God's Word. He had great love and concern 
for the church for which Jesus died. Many 
were taught and influenced by the life and 
preaching of this loyal soldier of the cross. 

He is survived by his wife, Sue Bradley 
Respess; children, Isham, Clarity, Billie Sue, 
and James; and seven grandchildren. 

The funeral was Tuesday, June 28. His 
sons-in-law, Millard Gay and Richard 
Miller, along with Glenn Hitchcock, Mike 
Brandt, and Michael Hughes took part in the 
funeral. The lives of the men who conducted 
the service were blessed by Bill Respess. He 
worked to encourage God's people to stand 
firm for and to be true to God's Word. 
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0 ur re. aders who write to encourage us or to 
correct us and our foes who write to con
demn us are appreciated, though it is 

easier to listen to friends than it is to listen to en
emies. Still, we try. It is gratifying that the Firm 
Foundation continues to grow. We do not claim a 
dramatic increase, but there is a discernible rise in 
readers each month. The giant's eyelids are flutter
ing and there are distinct signs of awakening. 

One reader wrote: "The Lord knoweth them that 
are his, and you are definitely his. I am a beginning 
preacher and have already seen too much of our lib
eral brethren who have rejected the authority of 
God's word" (NR, TN) . ... Another said, "It is sad 
brother Osburn has strayed so far from the truth ... 
Keep their feet to the fire" (HL,AR) . ... And, "Excel
lent job! Keep up the good work" (GPG, TX) . ... 
Still another, "Just a note to let you know we appre
ciate your paper. We have moved and don't want to 

Your programs will benefir from rh is 
arrracrive, low cosr New T esramenr! 
Ir has been widely used for Bible 
Correspondence Srudenrs, 
Personal W ork, Miss ion Poinrs, 
Prison Minisrries and in many 
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This popular, versatile New T estament is sold in 
boxes of 100 at a special price of $ 100.00 

(includes freight anywhere in U.S.) 

Johnson Publishing 
P.O. Box 100704 • Nashville, TN 37210 

miss a single issue" (AB, TX) . ... Again, "We read 
the Firm Foundation from 1940 . ... We· allowed our 
subscription to lapse because we detected a swing to 
the left. A few days ago a friend gave us some copies 
of the paper, and we were pleasantly surprised at the 
stand on the present problems and issues facing the 
church. Thank you for making this venerable paper 
sound and scriptural as it was formerly. We com
mend you and your staff for what we believe is the 
finest paper published in the brotherhood at this 
time" (EBB, TX). 

Correction 

O"In the July issue of the Firm Foundation you 
mistakenly identified L.L. Brigance as a brother-in
law of N.B. Hardeman. Brigance's wife, Maud, was 
a first cousin of N.B. Hardeman, not a sister. Maud 
Hardeman was the daughter of Cornelius Gaines 
Hardeman, who was a brother to N.B.'s father, Dr. 
John Hardeman. As a niece of N.B.'s and a family 
genealogist, I hope you will print this correction in 
your next issue" (Ellenor Joy [Hardeman] Howell, . 
Sacramento, Calif.). 

Typical Liberal Spin 

O"I have great pride in the courageous way our 
team played. I wish to dedicate this victory to the 
custodian of the two holy mosques, the King of 
Saudi Arabia, and to all the Saudi Arabian people." 
(Arabic translation of a comment by Saudi World 
Cup coach, Joe Solari, who actually said, "I'm very 
happy with my boys; they played extremely well.") 

]oycelyn Who? 

OThe Surgeon General of the United States of 
America has suggested legalization of hard drugs. 
She described how the government could set up clin
ics to give addicts free or dollar-a-dose drugs. She 
asserted that this action would keep drug pushers 
away from our children. She advocated school pro
grams to dispense condoms to children as young as 
eight. She also urged the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
to admit homosexuals because, she said, "None of us 
is good enough or knows enough to make decisions 
about other people's sexual preference." 
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Dear Miz Surgeon General, does that include se
rial murderers who kill as a means of sexual gratifi
cation? How about pedophilia, necrophilia, and bes
tiality ? Reckon anybody is good enough or knows 
enough to make decisions about incest? 

From London 

@Lord Runcie, the former Archbishop of Can
terbury, making a plea for tolerance of other 
people's failings, gave this quotation from Auden's 
prayer for "worshippers of a diminished and com
fortable God." "0 God put away justice and truth 
for we cannot understand them and we do not want 
them. Eternity would bore us dreadfully. Leave thy 
heavens and come down to our earth ofwaterclocks 
and hedges. Amuse grandfather, look after baby, 
help Willie with his homework, introduce Muriel to 
a handsome naval officer. Be interesting and weak 
like us; and we shall love thee as we love our
selves. " Amen. 

Miscellaneous 

@ln Grand Haven, Michigan, the police depart
ment has run up $8,000.00 in overdue video rental 
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eons long? These and other products of "science falsely so-called" 
(1 Tim. 6:20) are expertly and biblically answered in the latest book 
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Brother Cates is thorough in refuting the false theories regard
ing the Noahic flood. The simplicity with which he quenches the "fi
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fees. The cops rented two adult tapes from the 
Video-Rama store and busted the owner for selling 
obscene material. The store was acquitted at trial, 
and is demanding the cops return the tapes and pay 
the rental. 

@In Hillsboro, Ill., the "Reverend" Anthony 
Dearinger faces felony charges of cruelty to chil
dren. The pastor threw an 8-year-old boy across the 
church auditorium during a sermon to demonstrate 
what will happen when God meets Satan on Judg
ment Day. Wonder if Woodmont Hills might try this 
to get more excitement into their worship? It would 
sure be raucous and cause a lot of hubbub (see The 
Second Incarnation, by Shelly and Harris, pp 132, 
139). This would also give the preacher an opportu
nity to preach to the other prisoners, which he says 
he likes to do. 

Universities 

@An article in the July 1994American Spectator 
observes that wheeler-dealers cadged money from 
wealthy benefactors to "transform many fine col
leges into useless universities." The piece continues: 

Transforming Slippery Rock State College 
into the University of Slippery Rock with cam
puses in Bologna and Ulan Bator was non
sense . ... The consequence of all this exploita
tion of a noble idea is that higher education 
now has no definition. Moreover superior 
minds are lost in the mob of bored mediocrities 
and faculty zanies who swarm over these cam
puses. They are very depressing places for 
those who admire learning and robust, unin
hibited thought .... Let's face it, American Uni
versities today are what high schools once 
were, except that those high schools never en
dangered one's life or sanity .... Legitimate 
profs and serious students get short shrift ... I 
am told that intellectual curiosity is frequently 
heightened by four years of exposure to multi
culturalism and political correctitude. Gradu
ates leave universities wondering what history, 
literature, and philosophy are all about. 

Let Women Be Women 

Kelly Perkins, editor in chief of the optimist said 
in an editorial (Sept. 28, 1994), "[F]eminists seek 
equal rights so avidly that they may destroy the es
sence of being a woman." She observed, "Women 
seem to actually want to become men ... If God 
wanted men and women to be exactly the same in 



every aspect, he wouldn't have wasted his time cre
ating both genders." Kelly surely meant to say 
"some" women. Well, I don't know about the "wast
ing his time" part of the sentence, but sister Kelly is 
right in observing that God would not have made 
them male and female if one sex had been his plan. 
(Homosexuals need to take noie.) This student edi
tor may have more sense than some of the faculty. 

"As the church is subject to Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands. . .. Husbands love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the church and 
gave himself for it." "Nevertheless neither is the 
man without the woman, neither the woman without 
the man, in the Lord. For as the woman is of the 
man, even so is the man also by the woman; but all 
things of God." 

It has been said, "Being a woman is a terribly 
difficult task, since it consists principally in dealing 
with men." 
Change Agents Take Notes 

OThe Disciples of Christ, our erstwhile brethren 
who long ago embraced liberalism and Biblical er
rancy, were a major part of a large feminist confer-

New Publications 
by Ernestine M. Hill 

The Bible - What - Why - How? 
Narrative presenting highlights of entire Bible as 
one continuous story of the working out of God's 
plan for humanity, from creation until the end of 
time. Also relevant geographical facts and correla
tions with secular history and appropriate commen-
tary. 539 pages - $15.50 ( + $1.80 S&H) 

The Glorious Gospel of Grace 
Cites scriptures to make clear God's underlying 
purpose in creating the earth and man; shows why 
man was given free choice to choose between 
serving Satan and accepting the free gift of God's 
grace through obedience to His plan of salvation. 

89 pages- $4.95 ( + $1.50 S&H) 

Also written by Mrs Hill: 
• Student Helps for the Study of O.T. History 
• 24 quarterlies of Bible series We Learn to Live, pub

lished in 1966 by Fmn Foundation Publishing Co. 
(now out of print). 

Mrs. Hill is the widow of Cecil E. Hill, gospel minister. 

ence in Minneapolis, as noted in this column re
cently. Marked by a rejection of Christ in favor of 
goddess worship, a milk-and-honey (instead of 
bread and wine) Lord's Supper, a celebration of les
bianism, doodling with crayons and holy-manna
dances, the November conference was deemed the 
dawn of a second reformation by its organizers. It's 
aim, according to pre-conference literature, was to 
"gather our stuff and offer it as a gift to the church." 

"RE-Imagining: A Global Theological Confer
ence by Women: for Women and Men," drew 2,200 
women and 83 men from 49 states and 27 countries 
for a three-day session to "redefine ourselves and 
our God." They called for are-imagining of the 
church and its theology and then, if it cannot be 
transformed, for its destruction." 

RE-minds us of the dare in the churches of 
Christ to be strong enough to change. 

Participants of the November conference in
cluded Disciples of Christ, Presbyterian Church
USA, Episcopal Church, Reformed Church of 
America, African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
United Church of Christ, United Church of Canada 
and the Church of the Brethren. 

Delores Williams of New York's Union Theo
logical Seminary said, "I don't think we need a 
theory of atonement at all .... I don't think we need 
folks hanging on crosses and blood dripping and 
weird stuff." 

Asian liberation "theologian" Kwok Pui-Lan 
told participants that "we cannot have one Savior. 
Just like the Bible-Mac ... prepackaged and shipped 
all over the world. It won't do. It's imperialistic." 
Kwok advocated China's 722 gods and goddesses 
because "monotheism used in the wrong way can be 
extremely dangerous." 

World Council of Churches official Arona 
Gnanadason condemned the church for centering its 
faith around "the cruel and violent death of Christ 
on the cross, sanctioning violence against the pow
erless in society." 

The so-called Goddess of Wisdom, Sophia, was 
the star of the show. (Sophia is Greek for Wisdom, 
referred to in the feminine in Proverbs in represen
tation of God's wisdom, though at this conference 
Sophia was treated as a goddess.) "Sophia is the 
suppressed part of the biblical tradition, and clearly 
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celebrate the sweat that pours from us during 
our labors. We celebrate the fingertips vibrat
ing upon the skin of a lover. We celebrate the 
tongue that licks the wound or wets our lips. 
We celebrate our bodiliness, our physicality, 
the sensations of pleasure, our oneness with 
earth and water. 

the female face of the human psyche," according to 
Sue Seid-Martin, a former ritual studies instructor at 
the University of Thomas School of Divinity, St. 
Paul. "The whole assembly prayed to her, blessed 
every speaker in her name ("Bless Sophia, dream 
the vision, share the wisdom dwelling deep within") 
and invoked her repeatedly as Creator and Mother," 
reported Kathy Kersten. In the midst of hubbub, the 
identity of Sophia was declared in the conference 
program to be "the place in you where the entire 
universe resides." 

Kersten reports that "the prayer ... was read by 
individual women, except the 'vibrating fingertips' 
line which was read by two women together." 

Fifty Years 

(That ought to satisfy even the most demanding 
deconstructionist. It sounds like some of the liberal 
claptrap in the churches of Christ.) 

"Clinking glasses over rice milk," Kersten re
ported, participants repeated the following prayer 
(abridged here): 

East Ridge Church of Christ, 501 McBrien Rd., 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 37412, on Nov. 6, will celebrate 
50 years of service and praise to God. All former 
preachers, elders, deacons, and members are urged 
to attend, and all others are cordially invited to be 
present. 

Our maker Sophia, we are women in your im
age: With the hot blood of our wombs we give 
form to new life ... Sophia, creator God, let 
your milk and honey flow ... With nectar be
tween our thighs we invite a lover, we birth a 
child; with our warm body fluids we remind 
the world of its pleasures and sensations ... We 

James Watkins, a former minister, will be the 
guest speaker. Buddy Martin, former song leader, 
will lead singing. We will enjoy lunch together at 
noon. Times of services are: Bible classes at 9 a.m.; 
worship service at 10:15 a.m.; evening worship ser
vice at 6 p.m. Come and enjoy a golden day with us. 

Houston College of the Bible 
1327 Spring-Cypress Road • P.O. Box 39 • Spring, Texas 77383-0039 

(713) 353-2707 
"~/) ..... 

2966 Clock Hours Required for Graduation 
164-sem.ester Ho~ ~ 

Two-year, Full-time4i'A\graoi 
Part-time Program 

Teaching the Old Paths 
No Tuition 

• • • • • 
Faculty 

Bob Berard • Tom Bright • AI Brown • David Brown • Lester Kamp 
Andy McClish • Bob Sw@@ten • Tom Wacaste~ 

••••• M~~ 
Administration ll~ ¥ 

nJ David Brown, Director~ (d4 [tJ;rsv--·~r-
Bob Berar( Director o£Admtssitms- • Bob Sweeteft, Director o~Development 

• • • • • 
Come be with us at the pentop Lectures for the HCB luncheon on Monday, ,. .. _1;..,., 

November 1.C 1994- 12:00 noon at ZDbjt's Cafeteria. W')41.f'< (JLCI"" 
• • • • • 

Home of the Annual Houston College of the Bible Lectureship 
Third week ~n june It- f ~ 1 r ~(, 

28 November 1994 
Firm Foundation 

Fp 



Cotham~ Comments 
---By Perry B. Cotham---

'' T he people served the 
Lord all the days of 
Joshua, and all the days 

of the elders that outlived Joshua, 
who had seen all the great works of 
the Lord, that he did for Israel. .. . 
There arose another generation af

ter them, which knew not the Lord" (Judges 2:7, 1 0). 
In the Book of Judges we see that repeatedly. 

The Israelities would fall away from God after be
ing faithful for a period. The book of Judges covers 
about 350 years, from the death of Joshua to the as
cension of Saul to the throne. When the people 
served God, they prospered; when they served idols, 
they suffered (Judges 13: 1). 

The church finds itself in this situation. We are 
allowing ourselves to repeat this cycle of history. 
The old cliche is true: "Those who forget the past 
are doomed to repeat it." 

Lack of Bible Knowledge 
One cause of our present apostasy is a lack of Bible 
knowledge. Hosea's words of long ago are relevant: 
"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge" 
(Hos. 4:6). Many members of the church, including 
preachers, reveal in their statements serious igno
rance of the basic Bible truths. 

The church needs to return to teaching God's 
Word and stressing utter obedience. Many in our 
nation, do not know the moral principles of right 
and wrong. We are in a time of riots, drive-by shoot
ing, stealing, rape, murder (including innocent ba
bies), drugs, violence and immorality. This is what 
happens when families and members of society are 
not taught the Bible. 

There arose another generation! What a differ
ence a generation can make in the church! Changes 
are being made today in teaching and worship that 
would have been unthought of a generation ago. 
The conditions in the Lord's church during the last 
part of the 19th century, should warn us of the dan
gers that are ahead. 

Some now delight in poking fun at the church of 
Christ. They preach for congregations that grew in 
the past because of hard work, sacrificial giving, 
and faithful preaching. Some of the older members 
are grieved at heart to see what is now happening in 
many churches today. All of the members ought to 
be unhappy over departures from the faith. 

Apostasy Comes Slowly 
Apostasy does not come all at once, but slowly; 
still, it can happen in one generation. If the Bible 
guides from earth to heaven, to be religiously right 
we must be scripturally right. No one can be reli
giously right and scripturally wrong. Those who 
stand for the old paths and insist upon strict obe
dience to God are accused of legalism or even 
branded as Pharisees by those wanting to liberalize 
the teaching of the Bible. 

Jesus warned His disciples against false proph
ets who would appear outwardly as innocent sheep, 
but are ravening wolves (Matt. 7:16-20). An old He
brew proverb says, "Beware of those whose igno
rance is joined with piety." Christians are warned of 
false teachers in the church (2 Pet. 2:1-3). "Many 
shall follow their pernicious ways." 

"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour" (1 Pet. 5:8). 

Truth andRighteousness 
Will Prevail 

In the end, truth and righteousness will prevail. 
God's word is imperishable; it is the standard of fi
nal judgment. "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth 
not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last day." The words of the book make all the differ
ence and decide who is saved and who is lost. The 
wise will study to know and be careful to follow the 
words of divine revelation. 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr .• P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-
6715 or R.C. Raymer 3~~;~'!-74. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft Wainwright and the Gteater 
Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue. 99701. (907) 
456-4921. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ. 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-1643. Sun. 9. 
10 a.m.. 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett. preacher. 
(501) 932-4328. 

- California-
Modesto - 416 W. Whitmore at Carol Ln •• 
95351. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m .• 6 p.m .• Wed. 7 p.m. 
(209) 537-3205. Sponsor of West Coast Finn 
Foundation Lectureship. ..... 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m .• 6 p.m .• Wed. 7:30 
p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

San Bernardino - Uptown Church of Christ. 
3630 N. "E"' St Sun. 9:30. 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Cal1883-S022 or Marvin Morrow. minister, 
883-5232. 

San Lorenzo- 977 Grant Ave. at Washington. 
94580. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m.. (415) 2764693. Joe Gilmore. minister. 
Sponsor of West Coast Finn Foundation Lee· 
tureshlp. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd .• 94402, Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Noah 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor of 
West Coast Firm Fo~~n Lectureship. 

Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m .• 6 p.m .• Wed. 7 p.m. 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. ..... 
Vacaville- 401 F'u St. 95688. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West Come worship with us. 

C 
eeatral····· 

BURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 South Church St, Visalia. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m .• 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson. 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ. comer of 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, minister. 824-7040. 
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Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 
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-Florida- -North Carolina-
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ. 1454 Rocky Mount -Church of Christ. 1040 Hill St 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 11 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 977-
a.m., 6:00 p.m .• Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Davidson, 7556. Jack Tittle, minister. 
minister. 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ. 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (904) 
376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ. 950 
Edgewood Ave. West. 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m •• Wed. 7:30p.m. F~.Chesser, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ. 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Fred Davis, preacher. (513) 
274-6801. Home of Western Ohio VaBey Finn 
Foundation Lectureship. ..... 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson AFB .• 
922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. Lawrence, 
minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida Sch~ .~~Preaching. 
Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
of Christ. 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Christ. 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
6 p Wed 7 30 Brad p • 'ste 10 a.m., S p.m .• Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott Lowder, 

.m., · : p.m. oe, m1ru r. minister. 787-5814. 
(407) 657-0657. 

Plant City- Springhead Church of Christ, 1402 
Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754-
1776 or7S4-1485. Between Farms and Groves. ..... 
Sarasota- Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next 
to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m .• 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. ..... 
Sebastian - 1045 Main St Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. {404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m .• 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). ..... 
Byron- 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m .• 6 p.m.. Wed. 7 p.m. Call 
(912) 956-3719. 956-3980. 

-Indiana-
EvansvUie- West Side Church of Christ. 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 
p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Minnesota-
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ. 2344 
Nanticoke SL, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m .• 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184. 722-1871. 

-Missouri-
Branson-Church of Christ. 307 Seventh St. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. {417) 334-3866. 
334-3757. 

Farmington- Sunny View Church of Christ. Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Sun. 10, 
10:45 a.m .• 6 p.m.. Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell Broking. 
evangelist 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ. 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406} 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home of the Northwest Finn Foundallon Lee· 
tureship. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone - 225 E. Exeter St, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 789-9754 for Wednesday 7 p.m. location. 

-Pennsylvania
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ. 
1339 S. Hanover St, 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. Home of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Finn Foundation 
Lectureship. 

-South Carolina-
Greer- Greer Church of Christ. 1215 S. Main St, 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 
877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ. 
501 McBrien Rd, 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 9, 
10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Finn Foundallon 
Lectureship. 

Chattanooga - Ridgedale Church of Christ, 1005 
Dodds Ave .• 37404. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (615) 624-4611. Waymon Summers, 
evangelist 

Memphis- Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 4400 
Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A.M., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, 
minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, 1N., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Abnene -Eastside Church of Christ. 805 N. Judge 
Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. {915) 676-1615. The Bible is our 
pattern. 



Bayrown - Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Highway 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher or "Matters of THE Faith." 

Denron- Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

Kleln Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood- Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San Anronlo - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ on 
Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, preacher. 
(210) 494-2499. 

Waco- Columbus Avenue Church of Christ, 1525 
Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth group. 752-
9636. 

-Virginia-

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Frank
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 382-
7837. 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-
7777. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. \-1 mile S. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 637-
4244: (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 555 N. 
Main at Second St., Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, 
672-3097. 

CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is accepted in 
keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. 
Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to 
the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of the month w avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Small congregation, 50 members, seeks full-time 
preacher. House, utilities and salary provided. Send 
resume and salary requirements to Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 482, Pilot Point, TX 76258. 

Preacher wanted: Congregation of about 15 
members, average attendance 25. Prefer older 
preacher, retired, to supplement income. Beautiful 
building, debt free. Great possibilities. Contact Lynn 
Lane Church of Christ, P.O. Box 597, ldabell, OK 
74745, or call (405) 286-5336 or (405) 286·6870. 

Small congregation, approx. 20 members, seeks 
full-time preacher. 3 BR, central NC house, salary 
provided. Send resume and salary requirements to 
Church of Christ, 501 Gayle St., Ganado, TX 77962 
or contact R. Bums (512) 771-2439. 

Preacher wanted: Established congregation in 
Central Valley of Calif. is seeking a minister. Must 
be grounded in the faith and sound doctrine of Christ. 
If interested, please contact: Larry Mixon (805) 327-
2054, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or (805) 399-5995 after 5 p.m. 

Preacher wanted: Rome Church of Christ, 80-85 
members, good growth opportunity. 

Need full-time preacher, sound in the faith, no 
liberal leanings, leadership qualities. Contact Gary 
White, 915 Lebanon Hiway, Lebanon, TN 37087. 
(615) 444-5881 during the day. 

The Church of Christ in Walsenburg, CO is looking 
for a gospel-teaching preacher who loves the Lord 
enough to work hard and help build a small 
congregation into a self-supporting church. Please 
write Cotton Clay or R.L. Shuman, P.O. Box 327, 
Walsenburg, CO 81089, (719) 489-2305. 

For Sale 
Pews, 12- 12' long, hardwood. Good condition. Very 
reasonable price. Call Jr. Mace, Rolla Church of 
Christ, Rolla, MO (314) 341-2483. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happe11ed to Heave11 a11d Hell? (1994) - $17.50 
Rightly Dividi11g tire Word, Vol. /- $12.50, Rightly 

Dividi11g the Word, Vol. II- $16.50 or set for 
$27.00. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
I I 026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Home Scllooli11g: Tile Right Choice, $14.95 ppd., 
Terry Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230. Free samples: "The Home 
Tra.in" newsletter. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Bible c lasses for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
studies focused on the simplicity and power of 
New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483, Colton, 
CA 92324. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The ''Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
in your congregation. Elders or church leaders 
write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 
Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Church of 
Christ 

FUNERAL 
SONGS 

TOU FREE NATIONWIDE 
1-800-654-5918 

48 SONGS • AVAILABLE ON 
COMPACT DISCS AND CASSETTE 

-Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or refuse any 
offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We try 
to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we announce this 
policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements: The Firm Foundation retains the privi
lege of laying out ali advertising. The cost for this is $50 for a full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for 
anything under a half-page. This is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you 
would like to have It, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with 
our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the 
paper. 
In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 
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Send biblical teaching to a friend 
with a gift subscription to the 

-Firm Foundation-
One-year subscription for $15.00 -foreign for $24.00 

Send 2 or more gift subscriptions and receive a free copy of The Firm Foundation of God Standeth 
- the lectureship book commemorating the 1 OOth anniversary of the Firm Foundation. 

0 Please enter a gift subscription for 0 Please enter a gift subscription for 
Name. __________________________________________________________ _ Name. __________________________________________________________ _ 
Address _____________________________________________________ _ Address _____________________________________________________ _ 

City St. ___ Zip __ _ City St. ___ Zip __ _ 

••• • •• 
0 Please enter a gift subscription for 0 Please enter a gift subscription for 
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Resurrection 
By Earl Trimble 

B 
ut if the Spirit of him that raised up 
Jesus from the dead dwelleth in you, 
he that raised up Christ Jesus from the 

dead shall give life also to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit that dwelleth in you (Rom. 
8:11). 

Does this verse teach that the mortal bodies of 
Christians will be resurrected by means of the Holy 
Spirit who lives in them? There are several obvious 
problems with this view. 

First, does the Spirit continue indwelling the de
composed remains of the Christian's body in the 
grave to raise it up at judgment? If so, what is the 
work of the Spirit as it dwells within this small 
amount of dust between death and judgment? And if 
not, does the Spirit re-enter the bodily remains to 
resurrect it? If the body had returned to dust, would 
it not require being re-created instead of being res
urrected in order to be raised? 

Second, if a direct and in-person indwelling of 
the Spirit is necessary to - and is the means by 
which - the Christian's mortal body is to be resur
rected; what about the bodies of non-Christians? 
Will they not also be raised up the last day? How 
will they be resurrected if the Spirit did not indwell 
their bodies? 

Third, where is it taught that mortal bodies are to 
be resurrected to face the judgment? Did Paul not 
teach that the fleshly bodies of all men are sown 

(buried) but are to be raised spiritual (immortal) 
bodies (1 Cor. 15:44, 53)? If the bodies of all men 
are not raised immortal, how will the bodies of the 
righteous live forever happy, and the bodies of the 
wicked be tormented eternally? 

Fourth, the Scriptures teach that it is Christ and 
not the Holy Spirit who will resurrect the dead -
both good and evil. 

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming in 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection 
of damnation (John 5:28-29). 

Q 
omans 8:11 does not refer to the Christian's 
body being resurrected at the last day. 
Rather, this verse teaches that the bodies of 

Christians who have died to sin (Rom. 8: 10) have 
been raised (activated) to walk in newness of life 
(Rom. 6:4; 2 Cor. 5: 17). This occurs by their being 
filled with the Spirit's teaching (Eph. 5: 18), i.e., by 
their allowing the words of Christ to dwell in 
them richly (Col. 3:16). As Paul said in Romans 
6:17-18: 

But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were 
servants of sin, ye became obedient from the 
heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye 
were delivered; and being made free from sin, 
ye became servants of righteousness. ( 

(continued an page 6) 
,<'' 
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Editorial 

Our Children's Heritage 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
Ring happy bells, across the snow; 
The year is going, let him go; 
Ring out the false, ring in the true. 
(Alfred Tennyson: In Memoriam, CVI, 1859) 

T he turn of a year, like the tum of a cen
tury, means little; it is merely the way 
mortals have of marking time. God and 

eternity are timeless and not limited by clocks and calendars. Hu
mans vainly count hours and days and then go down to the grave 
where time has no purpose. The righteous dead know the luxury 
of being in that land "where they count not time by years." 

Still there is merit in noting the passage of time, since we are 
in a time-bound world, and are obligated to use our days to their 
best advantage. We are about to witness the birth of 1995. Its 365 
days have in them joy and sorrow, success and failure, life and 
death. The outlook is draped in mystery, but that mystery is sup
ported by an unshakable certainty that undergirds all our tomor
rows. That certitude is that God is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Because of his unchangeableness we can be sure that 
truth will prevail, and the righteous shall stand in the judgment, 
having their heads bathed with the glories of an unsetting day. 

I know not what the future hath 
Of marvel or surprise, 
Assured alone that life or death 
His mercy underlies. 

Therefore "enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there 
be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." 

We stand on the threshold of a new year and squint at the fu
ture. We try to make out the form and substance of what is to us 
shadow and mist. We cannot forecast the morrow because it is 
mercifully and wisely hidden from us. 

Our children and their children after them are precious to us. 
We struggle to lay a foundation upon which they may stand un
daunted. We build a bridge across wide chasms, knowing "that 
fair-haired youth must pass this way." We are building for them. 
We care about our children's children and labor to blaze the trail 



so it may be easier for them to find their way. We know, of course, 
that each generation must find imperishable truth for itself. We 
also know that the torch of truth held high by faltering hands may 
make it a little easier for coming generations. 

We stand upon the shoulders of those who have gone before 
us. "By the light of burning heretics Christ's bleeding feet I 
track." We owe an unpayable debt of gratitude to those first dis
ciples who died rather than deny the faith. Our fathers "fought to 
win the prize and sailed through bloody seas." The pioneers of 
the restoration suffered the jeers of their contemporaries and 
many of them accepted privation rather than compromise convic
tions based on Bible truth. They were cast out of their religious 
heritage and treated as the scum of the earth because they feared 
to deny scriptural principles and doctrines. Though opposed on 
every hand, they would not deny the faith. 

The shame is that some sons and daughters of those noble 
pioneers are retreating to take up again denominational positions 
long ago exposed and squashed. The fathers who studied and 
thought themselves out of sectarian misconceptions are now be
trayed by their featherbrained descendants. "For humanity 
sweeps onward: where today the martyr stands, on the morrow 
crouches Judas with the silver in his hands." Not only so, but they 
"steal the funeral lamps from the tombs of the old prophets to 
light the martyr-fagots around the prophets of today." 

There will always be the noble and the base; God grant that 
we are ever in the company of the former and never in league 
with the latter. We owe something to our children. We have an 
obligation to give them the same legacy we received. Our spiri
tual heritage is an undying commitment to truth and fierce deter
mination to stand by the blessed book of ages. " If any man speak, 
let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him 
do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and domin
ion for ever and ever." 

Pompous ecclesiastics, with mortarboard and gown, are loot
ing our children's birthright. The very schools our fathers founded 
and financed are using their advantageous position to foil the faith 
of the unsuspecting. Colleges and universities are sacred cows to 
some deluded souls. There is a greater allegiance to human institu
tions of higher learning than there is to the divine institution for 
which Jesus bled and died. Many of these man-made academies 
teach man-made doctrines and deny verbally inspired revelation. 

Lest you think this is the squabbling of sibling rivalry, I will 
name some of the issues now under discussion, and you will see 
that these are matters of eternal consequence. The following is 
being taught by some of our schoolmen and being endorsed by 
their blind devotees: 
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• The mother of Jesus was a "sexually question
able woman" (Andre Resner, professor at Abilene 
Christian University, Wineskins, vol. I, no. 7, pp. 5-7). 

• "It is a scandalous and outrageous lie to teach 
that salvation arises from human activity of any 
sort. We do not contribute one whit to our salvation" 
(Randall J. Harris, professor at David Lipscomb 
University, The Second Incarnation, p. 207). 

• Women may preach and lead public prayers in 
a Lord's Day assembly when the Lord's Supper is 
observed, and such activity does not usurp the au
thority of the man (Carrol D. Osburn, professor at 
Abilene Christian University, Women in the Church; 
Refocusing the Discussion, pp. 111-115). 

• The use of mechanical instruments in the pub
lic worship of the church is a peripheral issue that is 
"not deserving of center stage, and never was" 
(Carrol D. Osburn, professor at Abilene Christian 
University, The Peaceable Kingdom, p. 11 ). 

• Grace dispenses with law and faith with works 
(Bill Love, guest professor·at Pepperdine University 
and Abilene Christian University, The Core Gospel). 

4 

Employment Opportunities 
The Texas Department of Criminal Justice is look
ing for applicants. The openings that are reported 

· include correctional officers, as well as many civil
ian jobs within the department. Several thousand 
jobs·. will be opening up in and around our city of 
Beeville, Texas. We look forward to seeing our 
sleepy little city bustling with new activity, however 
it would even be a greater blessing to see these 

· thousands of jobs filled by strong Christians. If you 
. are out of work or looking for a change in profes
sions we hope you take advantage of this opportu
nity. Please contact the Texas Employment Com
mission, (512) 358-3330 or the Texas Department 
of Corrections (409) 291-4023 (personnel office). 
If you live in the state of Texas your local office of 
the Texas Employment Office should be able to 
help you. If you need assistance with housing or 
information about schools etc. or we can help you 

. in any way please call us. We are looking forward 
to hearing from you. 

• Adams Street Church of Christ 
1701 North Adams {P.O. Box 1148) 

· Beeville, Texas 78104 
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• Denial of the Bible doctrine of baptism unto 
the remission of sins and acceptance of the Baptist 
Church's doctrine of baptism because of the remis
sion of sins (Douglas Foster, professor at Abilene 
Christian University, Wineskins, vol. I no. 1, pp. 20-
21). 

• Denial of the verbal inspiration of the Bible 
and insistence that it has mistakes in science, geog
raphy, and history (Carrol D. Osburn, professor at 
Abilene Christian University, The Peaceable King
dom, pp. 57-70). 

To give the flavor of the deceptive and cunnir.~ 
way Osburn teaches false doctrines, consider the 
following quotation: 

There should be room in our Christian fellow
ship for those who differ on whether more than 
one cup in communion is acceptable, whether 
the communion bread is to be pinched or 
snapped, whether one can eat in the church 
building, whether funds can be used from the 
church treasury to support orphan homes; 
whether the Lord's Supper must be taken 
every Sunday, or whether instrumental music 
is used in worship. There should be room in 
our fellowship for those who believe that 
Christ is the Son of God, but who differ on 
eschatalogical theories such as premillen
nialism, ecclesiological matters such as con
gregational organization, or soteriological 
matters such as whether baptism is 'for' or 'be
cause of' the remission of sins (The Peaceable 
Kingdom, p. 90). 

It would be unfair and wrong to leave the im-
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pression that all professors in all colleges and uni
versities operated by members of the church are 
guilty of betrayal of Bible teaching. In every school, 
some hold to the old paths. In this connection, 
we are happy to recommend William Woodson's 
new book, Change Agents and Churches of Christ. 
Brother Woodson's book is an excellent study in 
contemporary problems with change agents among 
churches of Christ. He gives penetrating and accu
rate analysis of all of the matters mentioned above. 

titude make virtue of the faith they had denied. 

Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the 
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls. But they said, We will 
not walk therein. Also I set watchmen over 
you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trum
pet. But they said, We will not hearken. There
fore hear, ye nations, and know, 0 congrega
tion, what is among them. 

Hear, 0 earth: behold, I will bring evil 
upon this people, even the fruit of their 
thoughts, because they have not hearkened 
unto my words, nor to my Jaw, but rejected it 
(Jer. 6: 16-1 9). 

There are other good men in teaching positions 
in schools operated by our brethren, but for the most 
part they are strangely silent in the face of the on
slaught of doctrinal error flowing from most of the 
schools. Silence can give consent. Error triumphs, if 
good people fail to speak out opposing wrong. Such 
mute disciples double-cross their stewardship. 

Then to side with Truth is noble when we 
share her wretched crust, Ere her cause bring 
fame and profit, and ' tis prosperous to be just; 
Then it is the brave man chooses, while the 
coward stands aside, Doubting in his abject 
wisdom, till his Lord is crucified, And the Mul-

We dare not fail our children! Let us listen to the 
watchmen and walk in the old paths, where is the 
good way. Let us hear God's words and not reject 
God's law, and teach our children and their children 
after them the beauty of holiness and the value of 
salvation. 

,, 
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Resurrection 
(continued from page 1) 

Robertson L. Whiteside says: 
He [Jesus] had just stated that the body was 
dead because of sin. That means that it is no 
longer active in sin - no longer an instrument 
of sin. But is it to remain altogether inactive? 
Is it not to be brought into any kind of activity 
in the life of the Christian? (Commentary, p. 
175). 

It is through, or by means of, the Spirit's teach
ing (the indwelling word of truth, see John 15:2-7; 1 

John 2:14, 24) that the Christian's body becomes 
dead to sin (no longer active in sin, Rom. 6:2), but is 
raised (made alive unto righteousness, cf. Rom. 6:4, 
16-17; 1 John 2:29). This is the sense in which God 
who "raised up Christ Jesus from the dead shall give 
life also to your mortal bodies through his Spirit (the 
Spirit's teaching) that dwelleth in you" (Rom. 8:11). 

10121 Luella 
El Paso, TX 79925 

Fp 

Lectureship Announcement 
By Noah A. Hackworth 

T he West Coast Firm. Foundation Lectureship 
will be hosted in 1995 by the San Mateo con
gregation in San M~teo, Calif. San Mateo is a 

suburb of San Francisco. The San Lorenzo church 
has done an excellent job of presenting the lecture
ship for several years, but it is not convenient for 
them to continue with the program. 

The lectureship provides a wonderful opportu
nity for all of Northern California, the bay area in 
particular, to hear some of the brotherhood's finest 
gospel preachers present the teaching of the Word of 
God on timely subjects. The WCFFL has been sup-

. ported by attendance from the greater San Joaquin 
Valley and many states. 

It is not the aim of the lectureship to compete 
with anything except. error, which will not only be 
competed with but also refuted. 

San Mateo has accepted the challenge to host 
the 1995 lectures with no little enthusiasm. Work 
has already begun and soon all the variables will 
come together. The theme has been selected and the 
process of inviting the speakers is underway. Please 
mark March 8-12 (Wednesday through Sunday) on 
your calendar and make plans to attend the event. 
More information will appear as plans are finalized. 

6 

P. 0. Box 5026 
San Mateo, CA 94402 

(415) 348-8920 or (415) 343-4997 

(Editor~ note: In an article in Human Events 
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(Oct. 7, 1994) Cal Thomas made some impressive 
comments about how religion brings benefits an 
higher values to a nation. George Washington said: 

Let us with caution indulge the supposition 
that morality can be maintained without reli
gion. Whatever may be conceded to the influ
ence of refined education on minds of peculiar 
structure, reason and experience both forbid 
us to expect that national morality can prevail 
in exclusion of religious principle. 

Thomas quotes Fyodor Dostoyevsky in The 
Brothers Karamazov as saying, "If God does not 
exist everything is permissible. " In modem America 
outrageous behavior is bemoaned, but tolerated . 

Thomas concluded his piece by writing: 
Politicians will try to capture the values 
agenda for themselves, but ultimately, only in
dividuals can do that. What we need is another 
great awakening, a simultaneous "coming to 
our senses." Neither princes, nor kings, nor 
Presidents have that power. Only God does, 
and America~ steady moral decline can be 
traced to the moment we collectively decided 
to tum our backs on Him. 

Lectureships sponsored by loyal congregations 
across America help to call us back to ancient prin
ciples and standards. They are contributing mightily 
to the salvation of the church - and of the nation. 
We are much obliged to many fine men and congre
gations for their sacrifice in providing the programs 
-Dobbs.) 



"For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. " 

"For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; 
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. " 

Facts to Fantasy 
By Gary W. Summers 

I n the past 10 years Max Lucado has become one 
of the most popular writers among religious 
people. Having enlarged his circle of influence 

beyond his brethren, his inspiring best sellers popu
late most "Christian" bookstores, and he has 
branched out into other items such as calendars and 
children's books. 

For years he has stepped across the lines of fel
lowship drawn by God in the New Testament, and 
brethren just stopped their ears, refusing to hear 
anything bad about him. Some thought that critical 
Christians didn't like him because they were jealous 
of his abilities. Others just dismissed the warnings 
of faithful brethren as gossip. 

But the "gossip" proved to be factual, and jeal
ousy had nothing to do with it. Max is a good writer; 
the criticism never centered on his talent -just his 
loose practice of fellowship. He calls Catholic 
priests and denominational folk "brethren." And he 
means it. 

Now he has come out in print, advocating that 
we all do likewise. 

Rubel Shelly (in his Jan./Feb. issue of Wine
skins) published Max's article, "A Dream Worth 
Keeping Alive: Liking the Fruit But Not the Or
chard," which will now be reviewed. 

The Danger of Dlustrations 

Lucado begins and ends his article with an illustra
tion about Jesse Owens and Lutz Long being both 
rivals and friends, which is then, somehow, sup
posed to prove that members of the Lord's church 
can fellowship denominations. This analogy fails. If 
Max didn't flunk geometry in high school, he 
should have - because he cannot recognize 
whether two things are parallel. 

Nations and races, which Owens and Long rep
resented, are equivalent; there is not a right race or 
country while all the others are wrong. We have in 
these two competitors men of equal value. Now 
how can that be compared to the blood-bought
church and denominations founded by men? The 
church was planned by God from before the founda
tion of the world (Eph, 3:11); denominations were 
never designed or approved by God. There is simply 
no basis for comparison. 

No wonder Max needs a new hermeneutic. The 
old textbooks taught that an illustration cannot be 
used as proof of a point; its purpose is to make the 
thesis clearer. Max wrongly uses the analogy as 
proof, and then selects a faulty one at that! 

He further cites as evidence for his position the 
man the apostles forbade to cast out demons be
cause he wasn't among their number (Mark 9:38). 
Lucado explains, "Everything about him was right. 
Right results. Right heart. But there was one prob
lem. He was from the wrong group." Brethren, how 
can anyone be this confused? 

First of all, who said he was from the "wrong 
group?, The fellow appears to be by himself and 
not part of any group. 

Secondly, in order to misapply the verse the way 
Max does, we must believe that the man was follow
ing Christ but belonged to some unknown, secret 
faction! Who can believe it? 

Thirdly, look at Jesus' response: The man is ei
ther against us or for us (Mark 9:40). 

Jesus deals with the man as an individual, not 
as a member of some rival but equal branch of 
Christianity. What other group headed by Jesus 
could there have been 1 Are we being asked to be
lieve that the same Lord who prayed fervently for 
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unity approved of various sects among his follow
ers? Absurd! 

It seems obvious that Max Lucado can draw 
such conclusions, not because the Scriptures so 
teach, but because he desires to fellowship those in 
denominations. Despite the Bible's teaching on sal
vation, the church, and fellowship, this prestigious 
author advocates that we accept and fellowship as 
brethren those who have never been baptized for the 
remission of sins. 

Visualize what such an idea means. He thinks 
we ought to treat as brethren those whose sins have 
never been washed away, and who God has never 
added to the church, and who are not God's chil
dren. 

Max has departed from the truth, and has gone 
into a fantasy world where everyone will be saved 
by virtue of his sincerity. 

If he truly cared about the souls of his denomi
national contacts, he would try to convert them 
rather than encourage them in their error. 

The Orchards 

He couches the main thesis of this article in terms of 
a metaphor: "How do you respond when you like 
the fruit, but not the orchard?" Once again, his illus
tration fails because the things being compared are 
not parallel. If there are several orchards in an area, 
what would keep them from being equal? Is there 
one right orchard, authorized by God? Must one be 
baptized to get into the orchard, or will faith alone 
meet the requirements? There is no parallel. 

Max asks, "What do you do when somebody in 
another church, denomination, or movement is do
ing great works?" Notice that he apparently equates 
the New Testament church with "another church" 
and another "denomination." Can there be any 
doubt that Max views the Lord's church as a de
nomination? No, he doesn't attempt to prove it; in
stead he assumes it. 

Whatever happened to what the New Testament 
teaches on this subject? Lucado has apparently for
gotten that Jesus built the church (Matt. 16:18), pur
chased it with his own blood (Acts 20:28), heads it 
(Eph. 1:22-23), and is the Savior of it (Eph. 5:23), 
and that there is but one church (Eph. 4:4). 

8 

Has he forgotten that teaching conflicting doc-
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trines (which denominations do) contradicts Paul's 
admonition to "speak the same thing?" (1 Cor. 
1: 10). 

He then pauses to pay heartfelt tribute to others: 
he says a Pentecostal taught him about prayer; a 
Baptist helped him understand grace; a Presbyterian 
taught him about God's sovereignty; and an ex
Catholic priest taught him that Jesus is relentlessly 
tender. It's too bad he didn't learn anything from the 
Bible which teaches on all these subjects. 

The Scriptures are profitable for doctrine, for re
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteous
ness. 

Imagine David (in this uninspired paraphrase) 
saying: "It was in a small town in Bethlehem that I 
came to know Jehovah: his words, laws, and pre
cepts. But through the years my faith has been 
supplemented by people of other groups. A Philis
tine taught me about facing challenges. An Ammo
nite taught me about humility. A Moabite taught me 
about the need for moral purity and holiness. A wor
shiper of Baal taught me about sincerity. What do 
you do when you see great things done by folks of 
other groups?" 

Max's method of determining who is a Christian 
differs from most of us. Some of us go by what the 
Scriptures teach. Not Lucado. "First, look at the 
fruit. Is it good? Is it healthy? Is the person helping 
or hurting people?" 

Shirley MacLaine makes the same argument for 
determining the value of a medium (excuse me, 
trance channeler) in her book, Out On A Limb. She 
is told that one medium "has within himself infor
mation and remedies that have saved lots of lives, 
both physically and mentally." Sounds like good 
fruit, doesn't it?" What did the channeler himself 
think about his "gift"? "He says if it helps people, 
then he's all for it. He's a good man at heart." 

Sure, the Old Testament condemns such stuff, 
but look at the fruit, Max. This guy, through his sub
conscious, helps people. We may not like the or
chard, but look at the fruit. 

Max closes the "fruit" paragraph by saying, 
"[S]o be thankful that God is at work in groups 
other than yours." Really? Is he at work in the de
nominations, which are unauthorized? Is he bless
ing their efforts when the Bible says that all who 



preach any other gospel stand accursed? (Gal. 1:8-
9). What about Hindus and Moslems and even some 
atheists? 

If Lucado were right, then: 
1) God would be blessing spiritually those who 

are preaching "another gospel" (in direct violation 
of inspired Scriptures). 

2) God would be blessing those who have never 
obeyed the truth nor been baptized for the remission 
of sins - those, in other words, who are not Chris
tians (Acts 2:38). 

3) He would be blessing those who are engaged 
in false worship (John 4:23-24). 

4) He would be blessing divisiveness, for that's 
what denominationalism is (1 Cor. 3: 1-4). 

5) He would be blessing human institutions be
gun by men, as opposed the eternal kingdom made 
without human hands (Dan. 2:44-45). 

It is pure fantasy to think God sets forth the truth 
on these matters and then violates and ignores his 
own principles. Furthermore, it is especially offen
sive for someone (who ought to know better) to 
denig1ate the Lord's church, which was in God's 
mind from the foundation of the earth, which was 
prophesied of in the Old Testament, established on 
the day of Pentecost, which is nourished and cher
ished by the Lord (Eph. 5:29) and which will be 
saved by the Lord (Eph. 5:23). 

To take the divinely planned and purchased 
church and put it on a par with man-made institu
tions is nothing less than heresy. 

How Does Max Define a Christian? 

If the man has faith in God and is empowered 
by God, that's reason enough for us to accept 
his work ..... Where there is faith, repentance, 
and the new birth, there is a Christian. When I 
meet a man whose faith is in the cross and 
whose eyes are on the Savior, I meet a brother. 

Whoa! Brethren, consider these three statements 
carefully: 

1) "Empowered by God." What does that mean? 
How do I determine when someone is empowered 
by God? Is this a subjective determination? Do we 
simply say to ourselves, "That fellow appears to 
have faith"? Perhaps we should just do away with 

"try the spirits" (1 John 4:1) and go by our feelings. 
Fortunately for Apollos, Aquila and Priscilla used 
truth as a gauge rather than be overwhelmed with 
Apollos' eloquence and skill in handling the Scrip
tures. 

2) How do you define the new birth, Max? Is it 
the way Jesus does in John 3:1? If it is, then how 
could you later affirm that you disagree with broth
ers and sisters on the meaning of baptism but fel
lowship them anyway? Why don't you spell that out 
just a little bit? Do you mean that if they don't be
lieve that baptism must be for the remission of sins 
(Acts 2:38), that you fellowship them as Christians 
anyway? Do you mean that if they have only been 
sprinkled (as in the case of a Catholic priest) that 
such is acceptable? 

3) You say that someone is a brother if his faith 
is in the cross and his eyes are on the Savior. Who 
exactly would not qualify as a brother under such a 
definition? Quakers (who do not baptize at all), the 
Salvation Army, most religious denominations, and 
probably Hymenaeus or Philetus (2 Tim. 2:17-18) 
would meet such a nebulous definition. Are you not 
basically saying that, as long as a person is sincere, 
that is all that is necessary? 

Your prescription for fellowship makes truth ob
solete. Sincerity is important, but look at Joshua 
24:14; 1 Sam. 12:24. Right along side of sincerity 
appears the phrase "in truth." Without the objective 
standard of truth, sincerity (like the walls of Jericho) 
comes tumbling down. 

Matthew 7:21-23 should haunt each one of us; 
how much more sincere could these people be? 
They prophesied in the Lord's name; they cast out 
demons in Jesus' name (empowerment, according 
to Max), they did many wonders in his name. In a 
word, fruit, fruit, fruit. 

But they were lost! 
Their empowerment, their sincerity, their fruit 

counted for naught because they did not do the 
Father's will- they ignored the truth. Max, I beg 
you, don't make that mistake. Those who do hear 
the condemnation of Jesus: "Depart from me. I 
never knew you." 1 Jeffrey Dr. 

Columbia City, IN 46725 
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·Finding the Real McCoy 
By Allen Webster 

K
id McCoy, now largely forgotten, was 
among the most colorful boxers of the 
1890s. Outside the ring, he did not look at all 

formidable. Those who saw him for the first time 
often insisted that he could not possibly be the noted 
mauler. Tradition says that mild-looking McCoy 
fired up when challenged to prove his identity. Bar
flies who refused to believe him were likely to wind 
up flat on their faces in the sawdust. 

Kid McCoy's memorable demonstrations that 
he was the real fighter and not a look-alike became 
legendary. As a result, someone or something indis
putably the authentic article is likely to be lauded as 
"the real McCoy" (Why You Say It, the Fascinating 
Stories Behind Everyday Words and Phrases, Webb, 
Garrison, 1992, p. 89). 

Question: If there is only one church mentioned 
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in the Bible, how can a person tell it from all other 
churches? 

This is a good question. How can we find the 
"real McCoy" church? The Bible authorizes only 
one church. Jesus promised to build one church 
(Matt. 16:18). Only one church was established on 
Pentecost Day (Acts 2). We read of only one kind of 
church in the rest of the New Testament (Eph. 4:4; 
1:22-23). Most people believe that it does not matter 
which church one is a part of, just so he is religious. 
Others think that he does not have to be a part of any 
church. Those who are careful to follow the Scrip
tures, though, want to be a part of the church one 
can read of in the Bible. So how can you tell? 

Answer: This is much like a person trying to de
termine whether a painting is the genuine article or 
an imitation. 

Suppose, for instance, that there was a valuable 
Leonardo Da Vinci original painting that had been 
lost for some time. You became privy to the infor
mation that it was rumored to be in a collection of 
paintings in a museum in France. So you board a 
plane, locate the museum, and find that there are 
hundreds of paintings on display and in storage. 
How will you be able to find the one real Da Vinci 
original? 

You would begin to narrow your choices by 
eliminating those which could not possibly be Da 
Vinci. You would ask at least three questions: 

What Signature Does It Have? 

The most obvious thing would be to look for a sig
nature! Do any of the paintings have Da Vinci's 
name attached? If so, then these might be worth ex
amining first. 

Similarly, what names does a church wear to
day? If it is not a scriptural designation, then it is a 
counterfeit church. Peter commanded, "If any man 
speak let him speak as the oracles of God" (1 Pet. 
4: 11). This means call Bible things by Bible names. 

As relates to the church, one can read of the 



"church of God," the "church of Christ," the "church 
of the firstborn," and just simply "the church" in the 
New Testament. If I could not find the name of my 
church in the Bible, then I would want to find one 
that goes by a scriptural designation. 

What Date Does It Have? 

You would normally think to look to see if there 
were a date on the picture. If some were dated be
fore Da Vinci lived, and others were after his death, 
then these could be eliminated for investigation. Or, 
if by some test, the date could be determined, then 
you would use that test. If it were supposed to have 
come from the Renaissance period, but tests to have 
been painted ten years ago, then one would know 
that could not be the original. 

Just so, when looking for the true church, we 
need to ask, "When did this church begin?" Most 
churches are of recent origin. Many of the doctrines 
they teach originated with Calvin, Luther, the Pope 
or some council, instead of with Jesus and his 
apostles. This will not do (read Gal. 1: 10 and Rev. 
22: 18-19). We must find a church that traces it roots 
to New Testament times-a church that is the same 
as the primitive New Testament church. 

What "Brush Strokes" Does It Have? 

A careful investigator, if unable to determine for 
sure the real painting by the first two tests, would 
begin to look a little closer. He would look carefully 
at the picture to determine if it bore the marks of the 
painter. 

Does it represent the kind of brush strokes and 
color scheme that he would use? You might have to 
do some research to learn as much about his style 
and personality as possible. It might take a lot of 
work. But the thought of being able to purchase a 
real masterpiece would spur you on. 

Just so, when looking for the one true church, 
we should carefully compare "brush strokes." By 
this we mean, does the church under investigation 
teach New Testament doctrine without addition, 
subtraction, or modification? Does it teach a person 
to be saved like Jesus did (cf. Mark 16:16)? Does it 
teach people to worship like the apostles did (John. 
4:24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 16:2; Eph. 5:19)? Does it 
stress Christian living and stand with Jesus on moral 

issues (cf. Matt. 19:4-9; Titus 2:11-12)? If not, then 
it cannot be the one church mentioned in the New 
Testament. 

This is going to take some research. You will 
have to get out the Bible and read. It may take con
siderable thought, comparison, and soul-searching. 
But the thought of going to heaven will spur you on. 
The New Testament church exists in the world today 
(and probably in your community). You can be part 
of it. 

We do not ask you to accept our word for it. Test 
for yourself. Examine every church in your commu
nity. See which one teaches and practices most 
nearly what is found in the New Testament. 

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto trea
sure hid in a field; the which when a man hath 
found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and 
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth it" (Matt. 13:44). 

Don't settle for anything short of the real 
McCoy! 
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Balaam's Ass 
By Jerry Moffitt 

We all remember the story in Numbers 22 
about Balaam's ass. Balak, the son of 
Zippor, afraid that Israel, who just came 

out of Egypt, might attack Moab, sent way up to 
Pethor to get the best prophet money could buy to 
come and curse Israel. God told Balaam not to go 
with the messengers. However, Balaam was sedu
lous in asking for permission to go. God said to go, 
but he was angry with Balaam because he went. To 
show his displeasure. God sent an angel to slay Bal
aam. Balaam's donkey could see the angel, but Bal
aam could not. The donkey became unmanageable, 
and Balaam struck it. Jehovah opened the mouth of 
the donkey and she asked why she was struck. Bal
aam replied, "Because thou hast mocked me" 
(Num. 22:29). The story goes on and you can read it 
in Numbers 22. There are many lessons in the story, 
but I want to clear away some skeptical rubble 
which has descended on the story. To the skeptic, it 
is a veritable gold mine which ought to be used to 
scar the integrity of the Bible. Let us briefly treat 
three so-called problems connected with the story. 

First, God tells Balaam to go with the messen
gers (Num. 22:20); then God is angry because Bal
aam went (Num. 22:22). Why should we have a 
problem with that? One may give up arguing and 
tell another - in deep displeasure - to go ahead 
and do what they are determined to do. Evidently 
such is the case of God regarding Balaam's persis
tent yearning to go. down south. 
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Second, some see a problem that Balaam talked 
seemingly nonchalantly with a donkey. Skeptics say 
no one With his head screwed on straight would do 
such a thing. Well, the surprise of Balaam and how 
he felt about the situation for brevity's sake is left 
out. Yet I dare say not a one of us, if our cat and dog 
spoke to us would simply pretend to ignore it. What 
could you do but talk back? If your dog, in perfect 
English, charged you with misconduct, I believe 
you would admit you would eventually argue back. 
It would be strange, ludicrous, and maybe a little in
sane, but what else could you do but try to stand up 
for yourself? That's what Balaam did. 

Third, the skeptic says such a story demeans the 
Bible and puts scripture stories on a level with apoc
ryphal gospels and other "silly, sacred books." Yet 
there is a reason why God orchestrated such stories. 
If they are strange enough to make an Egyptian 
mummy laugh, they are also memorable. Who said 
God lacks color? Rather, I have found God ex
presses himself in technicolor. He uses every stylis
tic trick available to make his teaching vital, vivid, 
resonant, and alive. Figures of speech and strange 
stories are not for the credulous or for children. 
They are used to aid the humble heart in an untiring 
search for truth. God knows the masses cannot un
derstand or remember lessons on obedience put in 
abstract, dry, theological argot. So he tells the story 
of Balaam's donkey in a salient, rememberable way. 
His ways are not our ways (1 Sam. 55:8-9), but we 
are not too proud to accept them. 
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The Twentieth Annual Lectureship 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
,The Good News That Troubles The World, 

January 16-19, 1995 

1807 South Florida Avenue - Lakeland, Florida 33803 

- Monday-
9:00~ .... Why Does the Good News Trouble the World? 

Freddy Bell, Lalceland, Fla. 

9:45 ~ .... The Good News and Our Reward 
V. P. Black, Chickasaw, Ala. 

10:45 ...... Good News Troubled J erusalem 
Winfred Clark, Athens, Ala. 

11:30 ...... Lunch 

1 :30~ .... Trouble In Restoration History: Part I 
Adron Domn, Lexington, Ky. 

2:30 ...... The Good News Troubles the Homosexual 
Wade Johnson, Wintu Haven. Fla. 

3:30 ...... The Good News Troubles the Ignorant 
Chris Steele, New Port Richey, Fla. 

4:30 ...... Dinner 

7:00 ...... The World Tr oubled Jonah 
William Howard, Daytona Beach, Fla. 

7:45 ...... J ohn the Baptist Troubled the World 
B. C. Carr, lAkeland, Fla. 

-Tuesday-
9:00 ...... Identifying Troublemakers 

Mark Mosher, Jacksonville, Fla. 

9:45-... The Good News and the Church 
V. P. Black, Chickasaw. Ala. 

10:45 ...... Good News Troubled Thessalonlca 
Winfred Clark, Athens, Ala. 

11:30 ...... Lunch 

1:30 ...... Trouble In Restoration History: Part II 
Adron Domn, Lexington, Ky. 

2:30 ...... Jesus Troubled the World 
Robert McAnally, l.Aictland, Fla. 

3:30 ...... The Good News Troubles the Indifferent 
Bob Winton, Sebastian, Fla. 

4:30~ .... Dinner 

7:00 ...... The World Troubled Elij ah 
Neil Lopez. South Ozone Park, NY 

7:45 ...... The World May Infiltra te the C hurch: Port I 
Harold Redd, Memphis, Tenn . 

- Wednesday -
9:00 ...... The World Needs Peace 

J immy Clark. Athens, Ala. 
9:45 ...... The Good News a nd Groce 

V. P. Black, C!Jickasaw, Ala. 

10:45 ...... Good News Troubled Athens 
Winfred Clark, Athens, Ala. 

11:30 ...... Lunch 

1:30 ...... Trouble In the Church Today: P art I 
J. E. Choate, Nashville, Tenn. 

2:30 ...... The World May Innltrote the Church: Part II 
Harold Redd, Memphis, Tenn. 

3:30 ...... The Good News Troubles the Educated Elite 
Dennis Gulledge, little Rock, Ark. 

4:30 ...... Dinner 

7:00 ...... The World Tr oubles the Christian 
David Dominessy, Ocala, Fla. 

7:45 ...... Paul Troubled the World 
Jimmy Clark, Athens, Ala. 

- Thursday-
9:00 ...... We Must Not Make Peace with the World 

Dennis Gulledge, little Rock, Ark. 
9:45 ...... The Good News Troubles the Prejudiced 

Billy R. Davidson, Clearwater, Fla. 
10:45 ...... Elders: Protecting the C hurch from the World 

Maurice Davis. lAkeland, Fla. 

11:30 ...... Lunch 

1:30 ...... Trouble In the Church Today: Part II 
J. E. Choate, Nashville, Tenn. 

2:30 ...... J eremiah Disturbed the World 
David Watson, Orange Park, Fla. 

3:30 ...... The Good News Troubles Some Women 
Charles Orr, Orlando, Fla. 

4:30 ...... Dinner 

7:00 ...... The Good News Troubles Denominationalism 
Larry Williams, Brademon, Fla. 

7:45 ...... Confronting the World with Good News 
Winfred Clark, Athens, Ala. 

Jackie Stearsman.. 

Adron Doran D. Gulledge 

Lectureship Director 
(8 I 3) 683-4043 

William Howard Wade Johnson 

• Bob Winton 

~ 
l..ruTy Williams 

David Watson 

[iJ 
Chris Steele 

[I 
Harold Redd 

~ 
111 

Mark Mosher 

Oob McAnally 

Neil Lopez 

---------- --------------------------- ----
"The Good News That Troubles The World" lectureship book is being offered at a prepublication price 

of $12.00 plus $2.25 shipping until Jan. 1, 1995. If ordering more than one copy, please call for shipping charges. 
Name __________ ___________________ ___ No. of copies Cost ___ _ 

Address ___________ _ _____ _ ___________ _ I Shipping Total enclosed ___ _ 

City St. ____ Zip Will pick up __ Please mail __ 

Mail to Florida School Of Preaching • 1807 South Florida Avenue • Lakeland, Florida 33803 

December 1994 
F irm Foundation 13 



18th Annual 
Fort Worth Lectures 

January 8-11, 1995 

A-People Belonging to God . · 

Sunday, January 8 
7:30 p.m .................................. Congregational singing led by ................................................... Bobby Connel 
8:00 p.m .................................. His by Right of Creation ............................................................ Winford Claiborne 

Monday, January 9 
9:00 a.m .................................. Knowledgeable People .............................................................. Mac Deaver 

1 0:00 a.m .................................. Men's class: Standing in Defense of Truth .............................. Carl Garner 
Ladles class: Honored Wife ..................................................... Janice Gamer 

11 :00 a.m .................................. Compassionate and Merciful People ........................................ Richard Massey 
1 :30 p.m .................................. Fervent in Spirit, Serving the Lord ............................................ Tom Wacaster 
2:45 p.m .................................. Panel Discussion: Sexual Immorality ....................................... M. L Sexton 

(Ken Holton, Gary Wright, Toney Smith, Gary Fallis) 
4:00 p.m .................................. Brown Trail School of Preaching Alumni Banquet 
6:30 p.m .................................. Congregational singing led by ................................................... Foy Forehand 
7:00 p.m .................................. His by Right of Purchase ........................................................... Bobby Duncan 
8:00 p.m .................................. Obedient People ........................................................................ Johnny Ramsey 

Tuesday, January 10 
9:00 a.m .................................. Happy, Joyous People ............................................................... Andy Kizer 

1 0:00 a.m .................................. Men's class: Sanctified People ................................................ Max Patterson 
Ladles class: Honored Mother ................................................. Carolyn McWhorter 

11 :00 a.m .................................. Law-Abiding People ................................................................... Curtis Ramsey 
11 :50 a.m .................................. "The Truth In Love" Banquet 
2:00 p.m .................................. Vigilant People ........................................................................... Dave Miller 
3:00 p.m .................................. Open Forum ............................................................................... Earl Edwards 
6:30 p.m .................................. Congregational singing led by ................................................... Andy Kizer 
7:00 p.m .................................. People with Vision ..................................................................... Earl Edwards 
8:00 p.m .................................. Excited People ........................................................................... John Shannon 

Wednesday, January II 
9:00 a.m .................................. Humble and Forgiving People ................................................... Darwin Hunter 

1 0:00 a.m .................................. Men's class: People of Integrity ............................................... Mike Winkler 
Ladles class: Honored Teacher ................................................ Laura Powell 

11 :00 a.m .................................. Assured People ......................................................................... Dan Winkler 
11 :50 a.m .................................. "Honor to Whom Honor" Luncheon 

Honoree: Wendell Winkler 
2:00 p.m .................................. Committed and Persevering People ......................................... Jim Laws 
3:00 p.m .................................. Panel Discussion: Things of the World .................................... Gary Workman 

(Don Simpson, Robert Waller, Randall Morris, Marvin Weir) 
6:30 p.m .................................. Congregational singing led by ................................................... Joe Chase 
7:00 p.m .................................. People of Unquestionable Loyalty ............................................ Tom Gaumer 
8:00 p.m .................................. People on Their Way Home to God .......................................... Wendell Winkler 

Childcare services provided during ladles classes and evening lectures. 
Signing for hearing Impaired provided for most lectures as needed. • Lectureship book, audio and video tapes available. 

Limited number of electrical hookups are available for RV's. 

-Maxie B. Boren, Director
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1801 Brown Trail (R 0. Box 210667) • Bedford, Texas 76095 • (817) 282-6526 

14 December 1994 
Firm Foundation 



"The Smoking Gun" 
By Carl B. Garner 

T he "Letters to the Editor" section of the daily 
newspaper is an open forum for the opinions 
of the community. Correspondence comes 

from every viewpoint imaginable on every subject 
under the sun. From the intellectual to the ignorant, 
from the radical religionist to the cynical skeptic, 
from the genuinely concerned to the real "kooks" of 
our day, the letters come as current events and crises 
"stir the pot" and bring issues to a boiling point. 

Last week a letter cited the bombing of the 
World Trade Center, the "ethnic cleansing" in Eu
rope, and the cult activities near Waco as evidence 
that the world would be better off without religion. 
The "smoking gun" causing all these problems, ac
cording to that writer, is the Bible. He claimed he 
would be happy to live in a world without religion 
and the Bible. 

Not long ago a preacher invited a farmer to 
come as his guest to the worship services of the 
church. The farmer's response was, "I wouldn't go 
to church there because I've known the Smiths and 
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the Jones and the Adams all my life, and they don't 
live any better than I do!" 

The invitation had him so stirred up that he be
gan to tell everyone he knew about all of those 
"hypocrites down there at that church," and the 
preacher heard about it. About a week later the 
preacher went to see the farmer again, this time to 
buy a hog from him. He looked them all over, even
tually choosing the runt of the litter. 

The farmer could not understand, saying, "Why 
would you pick the poorest of my hogs when you 
could have had the best?" The preacher replied, 
"I'm going all over the county to tell every one I see 
that I got this hog from you and that this is the kind 
of hogs you raise." The farmer protested, "I've got 
some of the finest hogs around, and it's not fair for 
you to imply that this runt is typical of all my hogs." 
As the preacher drove away with the runt he said, 
"If it's fair for the church, it's fair for the hogs." 

The Bible is not the cause of political and reli
gious unrest in this world, but some "hog farmers" 
would like for you to think so. Religious error and 
division exist in spite of the Bible, not because of it. 
Jesus referred to this when he prayed for all of his 
disciples to be united "that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me" (John 17:21). 

This problem is at the very heart of God's com
mand that Christians "all speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among you" (1 Cor. 1: 10). 
It is neither God nor his Word that is the source of 
religious "confusion" (1 Cor. 14:33) but men who 
refuse to listen to and obey the truth of God's Word 
(John 17:17). 

Each of the world's problems mentioned by 
these recent letter writers exist because men refuse 
to recognize the Bible as their pattern of belief and 
behavior. Whether it be the use of violence or the 
obvious lack of morality in these three instances, 
none of those actions are commanded, approved, or 
endorsed by the Bible or by true Bible believers. To 
the contrary, such foolishness and such attitudes are 
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heartily and continually denounced therein (Gal. 
5:19-21; Phil. 2:1-15; 2 Cor. 10:3-4; Eph. 6:10-18; 
and Rom. 13:8-10). 

You may as well blame the act of murder on the 
law forbidding it, or child abuse on the law oppos
ing it, or stealing on the ordinance prohibiting it. 
Such letters indicate the absurd lengths to which 
some will go to justify their own rejection of the 
Bible and its principles. 

It has been said that the Bible has withstood 
three great enemies: (1) false systems claiming to be 
built upon the Bible; (2) the open hatred and blatant 
lies of its enemies, and (3) the hypocrisy and indif
ference of its friends. The first two are formidable 
foes, but they have been and will be overcome. The 

third enemy - hypocrisy and indifference - is 
more dangerous, as we are seeing even today, by 
those who give "occasion to the enemies of the Lord 
to blaspheme." 

The reason God demands that false teachers be 
marked and refused (Rom. 16: 17), and that only 
"sound words" be taught and preached (2 Tim. 
1: 13), is also a reason for the biblical demand for the 
practice of church discipline (1 Cor. 5:1-13). 

The world will continue to search for truth in the 
midst of strife and confusion. It is our job to preach 
and practice that truth. When we do so, we will not 
need to fear the charges of modem-day hog farmers. 

P. 0. Box 1 
Dripping Springs, TX 78620 
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Williant A. Wilder Has Crossed Jordan 
By Garland Elkins 

William A Wilder, my 
brother-in-law, is bask
ing in the comfort of 

Abraham's bosom. He was a 
gospel preacher, faithful hus
band, loving father, and unfailing 
friend. He closed his physical 

'---'=--"'--"'-----' eyes for the last time on July 30 
at about 1:00 a.m., and immediately opened them on 
the other side of Jordan where "scenes of bliss for
ever new rise in succession to his view." 

A memorial service was conducted at the West 
Seventh Church of Christ building in Columbia, 
Tenn., on July 2. Willard Collins, Billy Ray Smith, 
Gary Colley, and Garland Elkins particpated in the 
service. He is survived by his wife, Racine; two chil
dren, Julie Scott and Greg Wilder, and four grand
children. 

Judge Jimmy Matthews, Maury County Court
house, Columbia, Tenn. , said of him, "Brother Will
iam Wilder's passing has left a great void in Maury 
County and especially in pulpits where he has effi
ciently and faithfully preached God's Word in 
middle Tennessee and other states." 
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The small church in Rocky Mount, N.C., where 
William was preaching when he died, presented to 
the family a plaque reading: 

In Loving Memory of William Wilder 
For this man of God who followed after 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness, fought the good fight of faith and 
laid hold on eternal life; 

For this man of God, who along with be
loved Racine, poured their very souls into a 
small, fledging congregation; 

For this man of God who preached the glo
rious message of redemption to a lost and dy
ing world, never compromising; 

For this man of God who never com
plained, who counted all thjngs but loss for the 
execllency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus; 

For the high honor and priviledge of having 
such a one come our way ... 

Church of Christ, Rocky Mount, N.C. 
A great man has fallen. 

Servant of God, well done! 
Thy glorious warfare's past. 
The battle's fought, the race is won, 
And thou art crowned at last. 

4400 Knight Arnold Rd. 
Memphis, TN 3818 
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Souls Not Cards Drive 
1994-1995 

Share the light of the gospel of medical evangelism to those in darkness. 

Chimala Mission and Hospital 
Tanzania, East Africa 

Your gift of love can make this light possible. 
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in Heaven." Matthew 5:1 6 

Please give your Christmas card and postage money or its equivalent 
to Chimala and its needs. 

-The past year's work through August 1994 (8 months)
• 30,625 treated at hospital 

• New pediatrics word 
• 22 graduated preachers in field 

• 10 new congregations established 
• 268 baptisms 

Dr. Black and Nurse Janice with new baby. 
Nancy and Bonnie Carpenter. 

Preacher-training school students 
at new building. 

-Hospital Needs-
Six-month supply of medicine .................. .... .. ....... .. ................. .. $10,000 
Replace 32-yeor-old beds, plus shipping ...................................... 5,000 
Home for African doctor ................................. ....................... ..... . 8,000 
O ne year of hospital supplies ................ .. .......................... .. ........ 4,000 
Annual e lectric bill ......... ..... .. .... ... ... .. ............. .. .. ... ....................... 6,000 

-Mission Needs-
Money to repair 17 African staff-workers' homes ........................ $4,000 
Two small homes for teacher and interpreter ................................ 5,000 
Money to repair bock-up electric generator .. ......... .. ..................... 5,000 
Postage, shipping and travel fund (one year) ............................... 12,000 

Once each year we ask for a special contribution from individuals and congregations 
to help with this work. 

-The needs are great, for souls are at stake!
Piease send your contributions to 

Eld e rs • Seagoville Church of Christ • 510 N. Kaufman St. • Seagovi lle, Texas 75159 
(214) 287-2036 
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Reviewing the Skeptic 
By Bill Lockwood 

F arrell Till, renegade preacher of the churches 
of Christ, published in his Skeptical Review 
(Winter 1994) an article written by himself in 

which he harangues "fundamentalist" Christians for 
believing that there would be no such thing as mo
rality without the existence of God. The following 
quotes are from his article: 

Of all the arguments that fundamentalists re
sort to in their defense of the Bible, none is 
more ridiculous than their claim that the Bible 
is necessary for people to know how to live 
moral lives .... This assumption is that man is 
incapable of making moral decisions without 
divine guidance. In other words, man must 
have God's help or else he just can't determine 
for sure what is right and what is wrong, ... Yet 
Christian fundamentalists would have us be
lieve that we are too stupid to discover that ly
ing, stealing and killing are harmful enough to 
the general welfare to be considered morally 
wrong. ... Nothing could be more irrational 
than belief based on a premise no more sub
stantial than this, yet this is exactly how many 
theists reason .... If there is no God, fundamen
talists are fond of saying, then there can be no 
standard of objective or absolute morality. 
Well, so what? What kind of argument is that? 
If there isn't, then there just isn't. ... We (man
kind) are just in the world on our own and will 
have to get by the best that we can .... Surely 
we can make discoveries that are necessary for 
society to function in an orderly, beneficial 
way. 

A skeptic is one who doubts the existence of 
God. Professor Till, like all skeptics, writes with 
Babylonian abandon and affrrms atheism- the phi
losophy which says, "There is no God!" 

Regarding the morality which Till is not too stu
pid to discover on his own without God's help, how 
did he discover that lying, stealing, and killing are 
harmful? Communists declare that these things are 
right and moral because anything that furthers their 
ideology is good. By what standard does Till say 
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these things are harmful? 
Till speaks of rational argumentation that re

moves us from the Christian fantasy world. Con
sider the following observations made by James 
Bales in an unpublished article: 

A man criticized another for failing to 
present a reasoned examination of his own 
case and of the case of this man. He spoke of 
bald assertions, sarcasm, pejorative ad 
hominem innuendo, etc. I know what an athe
ist is. He denies the existence of God. An ag
nostic says one cannot make a reasonable deci
sion that God exists or that there is no God. He 
says you cannot know. Madlyn Murray O'Hair 
told me that an agnostic is an atheist without 
guts. She, as an atheist, has guts. In fact, if she 
is right, all she is is guts, i.e., a particular ar
rangement of matter. 

When one appeals to reason, one implies 
the existence of the mind, and that it is possible 
to reason to a true conclusion or illogically 
reach a false conclusion. However, if atheism 
is true, the material realm is the only realm. 
Mind and right reason cannot exist. Engels 
said that, 'Consciousness and thought' are 
products of the brain, which is wholly matter 
(Materialism and Empirio-Criticism, N.Y.: In
ternational Publishers, 1927, p. 64). Woolsey 
Teller, one of the founders of the American As
sociation for the Advancement of Atheism, 
said that thinking is 'as material as matter itself 
when we consider it mechanically, that is to 
say, as a form of vibration and sensation in the 
nerve fibers of the brain and of the nervous 
system ... Thought is matter in motion' (The 
Atheism of Astronomy, pp. 10-11). 

''To say, 'I think' is to say, 'I have a physical vi
bration,'" but one cannot say one has an insight into 
reality. You vibrate one way and I another, but who 
can say your vibrations are right and mine are 
wrong? 

J.B.S. Haldane said, "If my mental processes are 
determined wholly by the motion of atoms in my 
brain, I have no reason for supposing my beliefs are 



true, ... and hence I have no reason for supposing 
my brain to be composed of atoms, (Possible 
Worlds, p. 209, as quoted by C.S. Lewis, Miracles, 
A Preliminary Inquiry, p. 28). 

A person with such a vibrated view of reality 
has no grounds on which to charge that someone 
else is vibrating bald assertions, that is, is not giving 
out reasoned vibrations. An atheist cannot tackle the 
question of the existence of his own mind, much 
less the existence of God. 

As Samuel Harris said of David Hume, we 
may say of atheistic materialism: 'Since hu
man thought cannot escape using the ought 
and the ought not, and there is nothing in his 
philosophy which can account for this, the true 
inference is that this philosophy is contrary to 

reason and false, not that moral distinctions are 
unfounded' (Philosophical Basis of Theism, 
N.Y.: Charles Scribners' Sons, 1903, p. 190). 

P.O. Box322 
Marlow, OK 73055 

(Editor's note: It begins to appear that some of 
our schoolmen are about to jump into bed with Far
rell1ill, Madlyn O'Hair, and David Hume, which 
makes me think of Samuel Johnson's comment on 
Hume: ''Truth, sir, is a cow which will yield such 
people no more milk; and so they are gone to milk 
the bull." Johnson's statement about two minor po
ets also applies to 1ill and 0 'Hair: ''There is no set
ting the point of precedency between a louse and a 
flea.") Fp 

Commitment 
By Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

I f asked to give a summary of the basic problem 
facing churches of Christ during the 1990s, I 
would answer, "A lack of genuine respect for 

the authority of God's Word." If asked to give in one 
word the greatest need of today's church, it would 
be commitment. 

Synonyms for the word commitment are dedica
tion and consecration; antonyms are indifference, 
unconcern, lukewarmness, apathy, listlessness, 
heartlessness. 

One man said to another, "What are the two 
greatest problems we face?, In a calloused reply the 
other said, "I don't know and I don't care!" "You're 
right," said the first man, "ignorance and apathy." 

Selected Passages from Both Testaments 
on Commitment 

The Sinaitic sage counseled Israel: 
Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: 
And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might. And these words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and 

when thou liest down, and when thou risest up 
(Deut. 6:4-7). 

From the committed Christ we read: 
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righ
teousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 
you and persecute you, and say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward 
in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you. .. . Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you .... He that 
loveth father or mother m()re than me is not 
worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daugh
ter more than me is not worthy of me. And he 
that taketh not his cross, and followeth after 
me, is not worthy of me. . .. If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me .... If any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he can
not be my disciple. And whosoever doth not 
bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be 
my disciple .... So likewise, whosoever he be 
of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he 
cannot be my disciple (Matt. 5:10-12; 6:33; 
10:37-38; Luke 9:23; 14: 26-27, 33). 
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Paul's commitment is set forth throughout his 
writings: 

I am debtor both to Greeks and to Barbarians, 
both to the wise and to the foolish. So, as much 
as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to 
you also that are in Rome. For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For 
therein is revealed a righteous of Christ. 00 0 For 
I determined not to know anything among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 000 I have 
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I 
that live, but Christ living in me: and that life 
which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the 
faith which is in the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself up for me. ... For to me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 000 What 
things were gain to me, these have I counted 
loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the knowl
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I suf
fered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found 
in him, not having mine own righteousness, 
which is of the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is of 

THE 
NOAHIC 
FLOOD 

SCIENCE 
AND 

THE 
NOAHIC 
FLOOD 

SCIENCE 

"THB WORLD THAT WAS" 

"THE WORLD THAT WAS" 

by 
- CURTIS A. CATES-

Curtis,., Cares 

Do you believe the earth is flat? Do you believe "the flood" was 
local rather than universal? Do you believe the days of creation were 
eon~ long? These and other products of "science falsely so-called" 
(1 Ttm. 6:20) are expertly and biblically answered in the latest book 
by Curtis A. Cates, Ed.D., The Noahic Flood. 
. Brother. Cates is thorough in refuting the false theories regard
Ing the Noahtc flood. The simplicity with which he quenches the "fi
ery darts" o.t atheistic opposition to biblical fact is overwhelming. 
. I he.arttly .recommend this book be used in every teaching situa
tion dealing wtth the authenticity of Genesis 1-11. A study and un
derstanding of this book is a must for every Christian. 

Eddie Whitten 

CATES PUBLICATIONS 
5512 Cottonwood • Memphis, Tennessee 38115 

$3.50 plus $1.00 postage and handling 
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(20" discount for orders or 10 or more copies) 
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God by faith: That I may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
of his sufferings, be made conformable unto 
his death; If by any means I may attain unto the 
resurrection from the dead. oo• Let no man de
spise thy youth; but be thou an example of the 
believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, 
in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give at
tendance to reading, to exhortation, to doc
trine. oo• Meditate upon these things; give thy
self wholly to them; that thy profiting may ap
pear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this 
thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear 
thee .... For I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing .... Neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel 
of the grace of God (Rom. 1:14-17; 15:19; 1 
Cor. 2:2; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:21; 3:7-11; 1 Tim. 
4:12-13, 15-16; 2 Tim. 4:6-8; Acts 20:24). 

We must be committed to Deity, to the procla
mation and defense of the Bible, to the church we 
read about in the New Testament (resisting all ef
forts to transform, or reconstruct it), to the worship 
and service of God, to preaching the gospel to the 
lost and building up the faith of the saved, to Chris
tian living, to the preservation of marriages and 
homes, and to the work of the local congregation. 

Minus commitment, we are not going to hear 
words of welcome from the great Judge on that day 
of days. P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, TN 38063 
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A Religious Debate 
"The Sc~iptures teach that singing is the only music 

authonzed as an element of Christian worship." 
Tom L. Bright, Church of Christ, affirms 

Bob L. Ross, Baptist Church, denies 

January 16-17, 19-20, 1995 
7:00p.m. each evening 

Spring Church of Christ Building 
1327 Spring-Cypress Road • Spring, Texas 

(713) 353-2707 • (713) 350-5516 



Hostility on Campus 
By V. Glenn McCoy 

I recently received an interesting communication 
from a religious action group out of Florida. 
They have the noble goal of changing the hostile 

climate against Christianity in our country's state 
and private colleges. This hostility has been directed 
against college professors and students who profess 
their belief in Jesus. Those manifesting Christian 
standards in their teaching and attitude are being 
persecuted. 

The enormity of the problem is scary. 
One out of four Americans is influenced each 
year by some 600,000 professors. The vast ma
jority of these professors are openly hostile to 
Christianity. These professors teach 13, million 
students each year, including 2.3 million 
teachers who are now teaching 49 million 
school children. The message being taught is 
that the Christian faith is just another supersti
tion (Christian Leadership Ministries). 

The writer then states: "I am not exaggerating 
when I say that America's universities are waging a 
war against those who speak up for the Christian 
faith. Here are just a few examples": 

Professor Philip Bishop, at the University 
of Alabama was ordered in a letter from his de
partment chairman to stop referring to God or 
Christ in his classes. 

Penn State University denied student activ
ity funds to Christian students who asked to 
show a documentary on the dangers of 
Satanism. The University denied the funds be
cause the film offended Satanists and did not 
present the 'good points of Satanism.' 

A student dormitory assistant at Carnegie 
Mellon University, Patrick Mooney, told 
school officials he objected to homosexual ac
tivity in the dorms because it 'contradicts the 
Christian values by which I govern my life.' A 
school administrator told him this view made 
him unable 'to be effective in the R.A. posi
tion. This is the basis for my decision to termi
nate your employment.' 

The war against our Christian principles on the 
college campuses speaks loudly and clearly of the 

need for Christian colleges and universities. We 
need a Bible-centered oasis of learning in the 
middle of a hostile environment. Many Christian 
parents want to send their young people to schools 
without the slightest fear that their faith will be 
weakened or destroyed. 

I learned that 104 of the first 119 colleges and 
universities of America were founded by those who 
professed Christianity and wanted schools in which 
those principles could be advanced. Of the first 
40,000 college graduates before the Civil War, 
10,000 entered the ministry. 

Many of those colleges are now openly hostile 
to Christianity. What happened to them? Gradually 
they became more concerned with ·"the things of 
this world" than they were about the reasons they 
were established. This should sound a warning to 
our own Christian schools to "be not conformed to 
this world" (Rom. 12:2). 

"Do you not know that friendship with the world 
is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes 
to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy 
of God" (James 4:4). 22470 Mission Hills lAne 

Yorba Linda, CA 92687 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL 
OF PREACHING 

• Two-Year Program 

• Fifty-four Courses A 
• 2,760 Clock Hours 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships • . · 
• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications Now Being Accepted 
• Call or Write for Application 

CONDUCTED BY 
KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, TN 38118 

Phone (901) 362-5139 
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Thoughts for Women 

Lower Your Standards! 
By Irene C. Taylor 

.. .. . 

I 
~-

Yes, you read the title cor
rectly. There are some stan
dards in effect today that 

need to be lowered. One of God 's 
good gifts to humankind is the abil
ity to be happy. While not all of us 
use this ability, the potential is there 

nonetheless. We can learn to be happy and con
tented. We hinder our quest for happiness by our de
sire to get material things beyond our actual need. 
The Hebrew writer declares, "Let your conversation 
(manner of life) be without covetousness and be 
content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, 
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. 
13:5). Paul declared, "[F]or I have learned, in what
soever state I am, therewith to be content" (Phil. 
4:11 - emphasis supplied). 

Our society has set a high standard of living, 
materially speaking, and we have been all but brain
washed into feeling we are a failure if we do not 
keep up with the pace. Whereas in yesteryear farni-

Midwestern 
school of Preaching 

0 2-year course of study 

0 Study entire Bible text ~:~· • 
o Practical and foundational fields ~ 

fully covered 
o Wives program 
0 Annual evangelistic campaigns 
0 Yearly student lectureship in June 
0 Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 259-3875 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 
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lies were happy with five rooms and a path, today 
we may feel inferior if we have less than our 
wealthy neighbor hath! We have not yet accepted 
the truth that money cannot buy real happiness. We 
subscribe more nearly to the philosophy of the one 
who declared, "It [money] surely does make the 
search for happiness more fun." 

Have we forgotten how to "just say no" to many 
of life's pressures? We do not really like being dif
ferent, do we? All of us like nice things, but when 
we find one thing, our thirst is immediately whetted 
for more. And it has become unthinkable that our 
children not have as much as the other children lest 
they, too, feel inferior. There is no stopping place. 

"Things" are costly. It often results in mother 
leaving the home to enter the work force. It may 
also cause lessening in family togetherness. Moth
ers find themselves spread so thin that we may rob 
God of time and talent due him. We need to learn 
again that there are more important matters in life 
than money and things. 

It is well recognized that there are situations 
when it is a necessity for mother to work outside the 
home. My mother was left widowed with a large 
family to raise. Even under these circumstances, 
however, priorities must be kept in proper order. 

Every Christian woman should review regularly 
the portrait of the worthy woman found in Proverbs 
31. Here is a picture of a wife and mother whose life 
is filled with worthwhile things. She respects and 
supports her husband (v. 12). She "looketh well to 
the ways of her household" (v. 27). This includes 
not only seeing to their physical needs but their 
spiritual training as well. In our quest to keep up 
with life's pace, we often overlook the spiritual 
training of our children and the feeding of our own 
soul. This is the most important aspect of life and 
the one most often neglected! 



The worthy woman was a business woman and 
one filled with industry. That she was a successful 
wife and mother, also, is seen by the fact that her 
children "arise up, and call her blessed; her husband 
also, and he praiseth her" (v. 28). These are trea
sures money cannot buy. No amount of "things" can 
compare with the value of the love of one's family. 
The family who remains in love with the Lord and 
each other is successful in the truest sense of that 
term. 

It is not always easy to change the trend of 
society's thinking, but in many areas Christians 
would find it wise to make the effort. This writer 
would like to see Christian women re-examine the 
reason they have entered the work force .. H it is re
ally of necessity, there is no quarrel. But if it is pri
marily to acquire things, I would urge a re-evalua
tion. If at all possible, I would like to see a return to 
the glorious role of full-time homemaker. It would 
likely mean lowering our standard regarding 
"things" which we have come to believe are neces-

sities. It might mean buying items from the middle 
price range rather than having the latest and best. It 
could free the time needed to instill in our children 
the training needed to make of them productive, 
Christian citizens. What better reward could we de
sire? We need to relearn that our self-worth is not 
determined by the label in our clothes or the model 
of our car. Somehow the strength of the home must 
be restored and who better than Christians to start 
the movement? Stronger homes will mean stronger 
churches and an improved society in general. We 
are paying a dear price for the years of latch-key 
children and broken homes. How much happier we 
will be when we return to the pattern God had for 
the home from the very beginning of time. 

Let us join together to lower the standard re
garding the acquisition of "things" and to raise 
again the banner of strong, united, loving, Christian 

homes. P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, TN 38063 

The First North-East Oklahoma Ledures 
April 7-9, 1995 

"Things Which Do Not Change" 
Friday, April1 

7:00p.m ...................................... The Unchangeable God ...................................................... Robert Taylor Jr. 
8:00 p.m ...................................... The Unchangeable Will of God ........................................... Dub McClish 

Saturday, April 8 
9:00 a.m ...................................... The Eternal Purpose of God ................................................. Bill lockwood 

1 0:00 a.m ...................................... The IGngdom Which Cannot be Shaken ............................... Robert Taylor Jr. 
11 :00 a.m ...................................... The Unchangeable Strudure of the Church .......................... Garland Elkins 
12:00 p.m ...................................... lunch upstairs 

1:30 p.m ...................................... Question/Answer Panel ....................................................... Elkins, McClish, Bright 
2:30 p.m ...................................... Fellowship, Membership, Discipline ..................................... Tom Bright 
3:30 p.m ...................................... Women's Liberty and Limits in Leadership 

Men: Jack Williams 
Women: Lana Williams 

4:30 p.m ...................................... Unchangeable Avenues of Worship ..................................... Bill Lockwood 
Sunday, April 9 

9:30 a.m ...................................... The Unchangeable Nature of the Home .............................. Ed Johnson 
1 0:30 a.m ...................................... Until Death Us Do Port ........................................................ Jack Williams 

2:00 p.m ...................................... God's Unchangeable Desire for Obedience ......................... Ron Cosby 
3:00 p.m ...................................... Remember Now Thy Creator 

Men: Jim O'Connor 
Women: Judy O'Connor 

4:00 p.m ...................................... Question/Answer Panel ....................................................... Cosby, Johnson, O'Connor 
5:00 p.m ...................................... We Are His Workmanship .................................................... CliH lyons 

Fellowship upstairs aher the final lecture on Saturday and Sunday ahernoon. 

-Audio-video recordings available • Book displays • Some housing with area Christians-

Lee & Walnut Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 690 • Sapulpa, Oklahoma 74066 • (918) 224-2024 or 224-4376 
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P lease do not mail any more of these brother 
squabbling magazines to us (HVB, Living
ston, TX). ... We really do enjoy the Firm 

Foundation (RET, Mesa, AZ) .... The best magazine 
in the brotherhood (MLH, Vancouver, WA). ... I 
have just picked up a copy of the August Firm 
Foundation and really enjoyed it! It's refreshing to 
read that there are still some nationally known 
people in the church who are not off into liberalism. 
I would like to subscribe (JS, Parrish, AL) .... Thank 
you for the Firm Foundation and for the. stand you 
take for truth, the old paths, and your stand against 
error and liberalism (BFD, Valdosta, GA) .... I ap
preciate the good work you are doing and the stand 
for truth that the Firm Foundation takes (VPB, 
Chickshaw, AL). ... Thanks for the book and the 
great work you are doing (CM, Cookeville, TN). 

Opti1f1isin/Pessimism 
01~ the new century, we can, and should, 

choose optimism over pessimism. The danger of 
pessimism is that it is likely to be self-fulfilling. And 
it is particularly debilitating in what is sure to be an 
age of constant change. The forces of technology 
will be constantly tearing down the old understand
ings, the old borders, the old ways of doing things. 
We will be plunged into paralyzing confusion unless 
we seize new opportunities and embrace the opti
mistic view that holds that problems can be solved, 
that progress can be made (Imprimis, Hillside Col
lege). Peter's comment: "But the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the 
gospel is preached unto you." In a changing world, 
God's word does not change! 

HIV 
~An organization called "From All Walks of 

Life" recently donated proceeds from its AIDS walk 
to organizations that fund abortions for low-income 
HIV-positive women. The move was denounced, re
freshingly, by the "Pro-Life Alliance of Gays and 
Lesbians," on the grounds that it promoted a pemi-

cious quality-of-life argument. "An unborn child 
whose mother is mv positive has as great a right to 
live as an unborn child whose mother is mv nega
tive," said a PLAGAL spokesman, who also called 
for greater "moral, religious, and philosophical di
versity" (Source: National Review). 

You Dirty Rat 

OMr. Balun, a 69-year-old grandfather, has con~ 
fessed to a brutal murder. Balun frrst cruelly impris
oned his helpless victim, and then bludgeoned his 
victim to death with a broom handle. He claims he 
was defending his property and his twin six-year
old grandchildren. His accuser counters that Mr. 
Balun is guilty of a heinous act. An irate Lee 
Bernstein told the New York Post: "He [Balun] took 
the law into his own hands and beat [the victim] to 
death." 

Mr. Balun's victim was a rat, and his accuser, 
Lee Bernstein, is director of the local Humane Soci
ety. The murder, as reported in the local press, starts 
with Mr. Balun setting a trap for the rat that had been 
plaguing his backyard tomato patch. Upon catching 
the rat, he pitched it into a cage and called the Hu
mane Society to take it away. In the meantime, the 
rat tried to escape, and Mr. Balun bashed it over the 
head and killed it. The Humane Society finally ar
rived and took away both cage and carcass. A few 
days later, when Balun went to retrieve his cage, Mr. 
Berstein - who carries the scary title of "animal 
rights enforcement officer'' - slapped Balun with 
summonses for cruelty to animals. Balun faces a 
fine of up to $1,250 and six months in jail. 

EEOC 
OThe Equal Employment Opportunity Com

mission last month decided to withdraw its pro
posed new guidelines on "religious harassment" in 
the workplace. The withdrawn guidelines called for 
establishing a new category of religious harassment 
in the workplace, defined as any verbal or physical 
conduct that "denigrates or shows hostility or aver-
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sion toward an individual because of his/her reli
gion, or that of his/her religious, friends or associ
ates." As a result, a number of businesses felt com
pelled to institute policies outlining inappropriate 
religious speech, conduct and insignias. In effect, it 
would be a crime to mention Christ, the Bible, or the 
church to a fellow employee. 110,000 letters of pro
test caused the EEOC to withdraw the guidelines. 

Steven McFarland, Director of the Center for 
Law and Religious Freedom said, "The extreme 
separationists, the secularists who wish to sanitize 
the public square of religious expression, have been 
told overwhelmingly that religious speech will not 
be relegated to a condemned or even second-class 
status." 

Four-letter words are common in shop, factory, 
and office, but the EEOC wanted to make a three
letter word, like God, or five-letter words, like Bible 
and Jesus, a violation of the dictates of a federal bu
reaucracy, punishable by fines and jail. 

Good Good Good 
OAccording to Human Events (Sept. 30, 1994}, 

"Feminists just don't get it." The feminists move-
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ment st¥ted with a bang and seemed to be moving 
women into a deserved prominence. The movement 
was taken over by bossy perverts and gals with 
domineering dispositions and that turned off the 
majority of the ladies of the land. Most women are 
"discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient 
to their own husbands" (Titus 2:5). The meek and 
quiet spirit of a godly woman is powerful in main
taining proper moral balance in society. Anyhow, 
the pushy, loudmouthed, overly ambitious overlords 
of the feminist movement killed an operation that 
had the potential of giving women a platform to call 
attention to and correct inequities. 

The article points out: "[F]eminism has no 
happy role models and can boast of almost no legis
lative victories. Its ideology is sterile and its spokes
persons are bitter. Nobody talks any more about the 
'Year of the Woman' or the 'Gender Gap."' Today's 
women reject feminism because feminism "has 
come to stand for strident, argumentative, angry, hu
morless." When people like Joycelyn Elders are the 
leaders of a movement, it is bound to crater. The 
women of America are far too smart to be hood
winked by the glib but flaccid talk of a woman who 
struts around in a uniform and makes outlandish 
statements. Feminists are "hawking an unpopular 
bill these days as most American women reject be
ing described as feminist. And while 52 percent of 
mothers are employed, only 13 percent want to be." 
Thank God for the good sense of womankind. 

ACU and Dancing 

OThe Optimist (ACU's campus newspaper) re
ports (Sept. 2, 1994) that President Money says that 
ACU students who go to bars and dance will no 
longer be disciplined by the university. He said: 

ACU has emphasized and will continue to em
phasize the dangers our students face when 
they are in an establishment whose primary 
purposes include the sale and consumption of 
alcoholic beverages and dancing. 

President Money then explained: 
Our present policy allows for individuals to 
make personal decisions in a Christian manner 
that, in fact, they have been making all along. 
We are simply allowing for areas of judgment 
and tolerance in those activities that are not 
under the direct or indirect sponsorship of the 
university. A significant part of undergraduate 



education of full-time undergraduates is learn
ing how to make responsible choices. We can
not have a rule for every situation." 

Yes, Mr. President, but how about bearing the 
consequences of bad decisions. Do ACU students 
reap what they sow? President Money made this 
amazing statement: "Our policy in this regard is 
firm and unchanged." Undergraduates at ACU, in 
their great wisdom and maturity, are now allowed to 
go to bars, drink whiskey, and dance till dawn, if 
they decide to do it. Students of the past can tell us if 
this is a frrm and unchanged policy. 

The attitude seems to be: "They have been doing 
it all along against our policy, so we will change the 
policy to conform to the practice." Then, in a stroke 
of brilliance, we will insist that our policy is firm 
and unchanged. Guess what? Blind followers will 
swallow this doubletalk. The ditch yawns wide! 

More on Universities 
OU.S. News & World Report (Sept. 26, 1994) 

gives a report on the "best colleges." The article 
says, ''The bar scene near the campus in Iowa City 
can get pretty hot and heavy, and almost anything 
goes." The University of Iowa has changed its 
policy over the years and today "most of the parietal 
rules are gone, and the sexes are unofficially sharing 
bathrooms as well as classrooms." The article de
scribes conditions at Iowa University, but the story 
could be told about hundreds of state universities all 
across our land. The essay continues: "These days, 
Iowa's sororities distribute condoms at safe-sex par
ties; students receive free spring break packages 
that include condoms, and for entertainment, as well 
as education, dormitories stage 'sex-bowl' competi
tions. Sample question: For 20 points, what are 
STD's? Answer: sexually transmitted diseases." 

O"Antioch College, an Ohio liberal arts school 
... three years ago adopted a written policy on sexual 
relations. It requires students to inform sexual part
ners if they have any communicable diseases and 
requires both men and women to gain their partners' 
verbal approval before moving to another level of 
sexual intimacy. Supporters believe the Antioch 
code is needed to ensure that woman's voice is re
spected in sexual relationships and that students do 
not take unnecessary risks with AIDS. But critics 
charge the policy demeans women by reducing their 

sexual role to that of a victim or potential victim of 
male aggression. They say also that by turning ro
mance into a 'May I do this?' question-and-answer 
game, the code destroys sexual spontaneity." 

$Christian colleges were founded in the ftrst in
stance to get away from immorality and teach the 
business of how-to-make-a-living in a good, Bible 
environment. We do not need schools that merely 
tag along, years later, after the foolish trends of the 
indecent. Christian schools are valuable to the ex
tent that they are different. If their "firm and un
changing" policies are changed to conform to the 
times, they have betrayed their trust and forfeited 
the support and backing of the faithful. 

A Good Prayer 
0 "I have but one request: may I never use my 

reason against truth" (Elie Wiesel, quoting from a 
Hasidic rabbi's prayer). 

Bragg 
flGeneral Braxton Bragg was a Civil War hero, 

for whom Fort Bragg in North Carolina was named. 
He led the confederate army that won the battle of 
Chickamauga. General Ulysses Simpson Grant told 
this story of the punctilious Bragg. It seems Bragg 
was quartermaster at a post and when the post com
mander was detached, he assumed charge. As acting 
commander he submitted a requisition, which in his 
role as quartermaster he declined to fill. He ex
changed several letters with himself, arguing from 
opposite sides of the desk. Finally he submitted the 
file to his superior, who exclaimed: "Mr. Bragg, you 
have quarrelled with every officer in the army, and 
now you are quarrelling with yourself!" 

Hmmmmmmm! 

Free. .. 
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Plant City - Springhead Church of Christ, 1402 - Oregon -
Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Gladstone _ 225 B. Exeter SL, Sun. 9, IO a.m., 6 
Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754- p.m., call 739.9754 for WedDesday 7 p.m. location. 
1776 or 754-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 

Sarasota- Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, next - Pennsylvania -
to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Gene Stilwe~ •• ~~ster. 

Sebastian - 1045 Main SL Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (401) 589-5140. Bob W'mton, evangelisL 

-Georgia-

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. Home of 
Sontbeestem PelmsylvaDJa Firm Folllllltzllon 
Lectureship. 

San Bemardlno - Uptown Church of Christ. 
3630 N. "E'' St. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Ca11883-5022 or Marvin Morrow, minister, Atlanta - Av~ndale Church of Christ, 4017 
883-5232. Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p~ ~!:1 miles inside 1-285). 

-South Carolina-
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main SL, 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft. minister. (803) 
877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 

San Lorenzo- 977 Grant Ave. at Washington. 
94580~ Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m., (415) 276-4693, Joe Gilmore, minister. 
Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundtztion Lec
tureship. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, Sun. 

Byron- 3 mi. from exit 46 offl-75. Son Hwy 49 
(1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. Camper 
hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Call 
(912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

-Indiana-
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Noah Evansville- West Side Church of Christ. 3232 
Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-4997. Sponsor of Edgewood Dr .. 47112. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6:30 
West Coast Firm Fo~~n Lectureship. p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. M• ta - mneso -
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. ..... 
Vacaville- 401 F'u St, 95688. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West Come worship with us. 

C 
eentnl····· 

BURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ. comer of 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, minister. 824-7040. 
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Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke SL, 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184,722-1871. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 301 Seventh SL, Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866, 
334-3757. 

Farmington-Sunny View Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Sun. 10, 
10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell Broking, 
evangelist 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ. 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, minister. 
Home of the Northwest Firm Foundlltlon Lec
turesbfp. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 9, 
10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm FolllllllltiDn 
Lectureship. 

Chattanooga - Ridgedale Church of Christ. 1005 
Dodds Ave .• 37404. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (615) 624-4611. Waymon Summers. 
evangelisL 

Memphis- Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 4400 
Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 A. M., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-3330 or Steve Ellis, 
minister, (901) 366-0617. ..... 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, 'IN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m.. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Roy McConnell. evangelisL Call (615) 859-
3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Abnene- Eastside Church of Christ, 805 N. Judge 
Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The Bible is our 
pattern. 



Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ. 3601 
N. Highway 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publlsher or ''Matters or THE Faith." 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ. 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ. 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright. 
evangelist. 

Burst- Northeast Church of Christ. 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
lYlrltten,preacheB. 

Klein Area Church of Christ. 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministeB. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 1600 
N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl G. Hecker, 
preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ. 
11026 Wurzbach Rd, 78230. (210) 696-5532, Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Terry M. 
Hightower, preacher. 

San Antonio- Nonhem Oaks Church of Christ on 
Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Darrell Conley, preacher. 
(210) 494-2499. 

Waco- Columbus Avenue Church of Christ. 1525 
Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Deaf interpreteB, active youth group. 752-
9636. 

CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to accommodate 
preacheB seeking work or congregations seeking preacheB. Other church-related matter is accepted in 
keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation. Ad Department. P.O. 
Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be received 6 weeks prior to 
the desired month or publication. Ads must be canceled by the first or the month to avoid being 
charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted provides up to $50,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry Hightower, 

Small congregation, 50 membeB, seeks full-time 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230. 
preacher. House, utilities and salary provided. Send Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
r6sum~ and salary requirements to Church of Christ. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders. 
P.O. Box 482, Pilot Point. TX 76258. 159 Gibson Dr., HendeBon, TN 38340. We also 
Preacher wanted: Congregation of about 15 buy religious books and libraries. 
members, average attendance 25. Prefer older Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
preacher, retired, to supplement income. Beautiful B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
building, debt free. Great possibilities. Contact Lynn of Scripture references, each summarized and 
Lane Church of Christ. P.O. Box 597, ldabell, OK organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
74745, or call (405) 286-5336 or (405) 286-6870. subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting. 
Small congregation, approx. 20 membeB, seeks important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
full-time preacher. 3 BR, central A/C house, salary extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
provided. Send ~sum~ and salary requirements to must for every Christian's library. It is ideal for 
Church of Christ. 501 Gayle St., Ganado, TX 77962 Bible classes for all ages and for cottage evangelistic 
or contact R. Bums (512) 771-2439. studies focused on the simplicity and power of 

Preacher wanted: Established congregation in 
Central Valley of Calif. is seeking a minister. Must 
be grounded in the faith and sound doctrine of Christ. 
If interested. please contact: Larry Mixon (805) 327-
2054, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or (805) 399-5995 after 5 p.m. 

Preacher wanted: Rome Church of Christ. 80-85 
members, good growth opportunity. Need full-time 
preacher, sound in the faith, no liberal leanings, 
leadership qualities. Contact Gary White, 915 
Lebanon Hiway, Lebanon, TN 37087. (615) 444-
5881 during the day. 

The Church or Christ in Walsenburg, CO is looking 
for a gospel-teaching preacher who loves the Lord 
enough to work hard and help build a small 
congregation into a self-supporting church. Please 
write Cotton Clay or R.L. Shuman, P.O. Box 327, 
Walsenburg, CO 81089, (719) 489-2305. 

New Testament Christianity. Order by sending 
$11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 1483. Colton, 
CA 92324. 

Books by Andrew M. Connally. The Fundamentals; 
Romans & Galatians; Ephesians & Colossians; 
Dangers of Liberalism; Great Lessons from Acts; 
Hebrews & James; So You Want a Glorified Holiday 
(mission work). $5.00 ea., all 7 for $30 plus shipping 
($1.05 for one; $2.50 for all). Send prepaid orders to 
CoMally Publications, Claudene Connally, 204 
Shadywood Ln., Seagoville, TX 75159. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial 
Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

-Virginia- Preacher wanted: Congregation of about 65 
Christiansburg Church of Christ. 1250 So. Frank- members needing full-time preacher. House and 
lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., utilities plus salary. Send resum~ or call 817-854-
Wed 7:30p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. (703) 382- 2822 or 817-854-2556 (Covington, TX). 

The ''Basic Bible'' Evangelistic System. An 
easy, enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or more 
in your congregation. EldeB or church leaden 
write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 5916 
Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

7837. Experienced preacher needed in Sheridan, WY, 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ. 135 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. (703) 382-
7777. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ. 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~ mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 637-
4244: (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-

with partial support. Committed to evangelism. 
Congregation 65 & growing. Will consider older. 
retired man with income. Preacher's home, utilities 
& partial support. Send sermon tape, resum~. to 
Ralph Crump, 120 N. Park Rd., Sheridan, WY 
82801. (307) 674-9594 eve. 

For Sale 
Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994) - $17.50 
Rightly Dividing the Word, Vol. 1- $12.50, Rightly 
Dividing the Word, Vol. II - $16.50 or set for 
$27.00. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 

Church of 
Christ 

.c 
FUNERAL 
SONGS 

TOU FREE NAnONWIDE 
1-SOo-654-5918 

48 SONGS • AVAILABLE ON 
COMPACT DISCS AND CASSE1TE 

YOU CAN DO PERSONAL WORK 

Write or call 
for a free tract catalog. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ. 58 West 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m .• 6 p.m., .:..(2_10...::)_6_9_6-_55_3_2_. -----:-:--:----::----::--: 
Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-7903, 672- Scripture-basedaltemativetohlghcostormedical 
3097. Insurance: CSN- Caring & Sharing Newsletter 

Haun Publishing Co. 

EO. Box 3426 
Pasadena, TX 77501 1-80().231-9709 
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SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2486 

="Training Men to Preach in Spirit and in Truth Since 1978"====-

Reasons You Should Consider Southwest: 
• Southwest offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training. 
• Southwest course credits are accepted at select Christian universities. 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
• Southwest is staffed by a well-respected and well-prepared Bible faculty. 
• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. 
• Southwest offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in expository preaching. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in the biblical languages. 
• Southwest provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Southwest offers practical training in English grammar and research/writing. 
• Southwest is fully approved to issue I-20 forms to accepted foreign students. 
• Southwest is tuition free- V. A. benefits- Limited scholarships available. 
• Southwest is ready to mail you an information packet- Call or write today! 

Joseph D. Meador, Director, Faculty of Old Testament and Preaching; 
Gary Colley, Faculhj of Bible and Preaching; Carl Garner, Faculty of Bible; 

Tim Ayers, Faculty of Bible; AI Macias, Faculty of Bible; John Moore, Faculty of New Testament; 
Paul Brown, Administrative Assistant 

You are cordially invited to attend the annual Southwest Lectures -Apri/9-12, 1995. 
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Where Angels Fe r to Trea I • 
By Gary Colley 

For centuries Christians have assembled on the 
first day of the week to observe the Lord's 
Supper. Christ made this memorial on the 

night of his betrayal. The saints are to keep this holy 
feast in memory of jesus to the end of the world 
(Matt. 26:29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20). 

Those who are faithful in service and apostolic in 
practice will obey the Lord's command and follow 
the approved example of the first-century church 
(Acts 20:7). 

The Lord's Supper, also called "communion," is 
to be eaten "when ye come together in the church 
[assembly]" for public worship (1 Cor. 11:18). There 
is no Bible proof it was ever partaken of in anyplace, 
or at anytime, except in the assembly of the church 
on the first day of the week. 

The Supper's specific purposes are: "In remem
brance of Me Uesus]" (Luke 22:19); it is also a con
fession of the identity of the worshiper as a member 
of the one body [church] of Jesus (1 Cor. 10: 17). 
Consequently, all the members of a local congrega
tion are to partake together (Matt. 26:27; 1 Cor. 
10:16-17). In observing the communion, the dis
ciples tarry for one another (1 Cor. 11:23-34). 

The communion is, obviously, only for members 
of the church. We are told not to take the supper 
without "discerning the Lord's body and blood" 
commemorated in the emblems. "For he that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damna
tion to himself, not discerning the Lord's body" (1 
Cor. 11:29). 

Partaking of this memorial in a light, irreverent, 
or disorderly manner incurs the condemnation of ' 
God (1 Cor. 11:27-30). 

This is different from the hallelujah pep-rally re
ligion some want to practice today! An article in the 
Abilene Christian University paper, the Optimist, 
titled "Late-night Communion Service Provides Ex
tra Opportunity for Spiritual Reflection" said, "Stu
dents gather at the University Church of Christ Sun
day at nine p.m. to commune with God and each 
other." 

This has evidently been going on since 1991! 
One student said, "It's a time to take a spiri
tual deep breath." The 55 -minute get-to-

gether is said to include "talking and sharing ... spon-
taneous singing, prayer, and scripture reading . ... The 
lights are dimmed .... Around the room, unleavened 
bread and fruit of the vine rest on three tables . ... A 
single candle in the center of each table provides 
most of the light for the room .... Whenever they 
choose, the students rise, walk to the table and par
take in communion . ... Students may go alone or with 
friends .... They may return to their seats, stand or 
kneel at the table or sit on the floor to partake . ... 
They can pray or talk with someone .... Counselors 
and Elders are available to speak with students as 
well" (Optimist, Sept. 7, 1994). 

Shades of Catholicism! With the lights out, 
candles burning, and three tables for convenience, 
what an unreal experience! No cult has ever planned 
better meditation "to expand the mind"! 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Dare to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

l ately some brothers have been calling for 
the church to change. The argument is 
that culture changes, and, therefore, the 

church must change. The fellowship is chided 
about reluctance to change. Jesus changed 
things, and so the church must change, is the 
dictum. A failure to jump on the change-band
wagon is regarded as a lack of courage and 
maybe as a lack of good sense. 

The reprimand stings and loose-thinkers may cave in to pres
sure put by the want-to-be architects of a renovated church. Aspir
ing framers of a new order of things are wrong when they say ev
erything changes. Some things do not change. God's Word, for in
stance, is unchangeable. Any attempt to change the Bible ruins the 
Bible. It is God's very Word and immutable. Any alteration results 
in making it the word of man rather than the Word of God. 

Inspired men warn against mutilating revelation. Moses 
warned the people to neither add to nor take from what God gave 
at Sinai (Deut. 4:2}. Any change in the divine message prevented 
people from keeping the commandments of God (Deut. 4:2). John 
warns against adding to or diminishing from the words of the 
"prophecy of this book" (Rev. 22:14). If we do not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ, we have not God (2 John 9-11). To change the 
written Word is to pervert the gospel and bring down the curse of 
God (Gal. 1:7-8). 

Jesus said his Word does not change. "Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass away" (Matt. 24:35). Peter 
wrote, "The word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the 
word which by the gospel is preached unto you" (1 Pet. 1:25). 

I suspect everyone will agree that God's Word is eternal. It is 
incorruptible. Altering it destroys it. It is inexcusably presumptu
ous for a mortal to correct the revelation of the immortal. If it is 
God's Word, it endures. It will outlast heaven and earth. It will be 
the standard of final judgment Qohn 12:48). "Steadfast, serene, 
evermore the same, shines on that quenchless light, burns on that 
inextinguishable flame.,, 

The timeless Word of the Lord God is the foundation of the 
church. The church is the kingdom of heaven. Jesus used "church" 
and "kingdom" synonymously. He said, "I will build my church" 
and in the very next verse said, "I will give unto thee the keys to 
the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 16: 18-19). The kingdom of heaven 
is the church, and the church is the kingdom of heaven. (We do not 



refer to the eternal phase of the kingdom into which no flesh can 
ever pass, but we speak of its earthly phase.) 

The parable of the sower is a kingdom parable. Jesus said it re
veals the mysteries of the kingdom of God (Luke 8:10). Since the 
kingdom is the church, this is a parable about the church. In ex
plaining the parable Jesus said, "Now the parable is this: The seed 
is the word of God" (Luke 8: 11). Because the parable is a church/ 
kingdom parable, we know Jesus taught that the seed of the 
church/kingdom is the Word of God. 

This is elementary, but we are talking to some people who have 
forgotten fundamental things. 

The Word of God is the seed of the church because the church 
consists in carefully following the Bible. The only way we can have 
the church is by conforming - precisely conforming - to what 
the Word of God authorizes by its commands. Reading the Bible is 
the only way we can know about the church of Christ. 

Divine revelation explains the essential elements of the church. 
The work, worship, mission, and organization of the church/king
dom are given in H oly Writ. 

If the Bible is unchanging, then so is the church. That is un-get
over-able. 

When we speak of the church, we are talking about those 
things stipulated in the New Covenant as the necessary factors of 
the church/kingdom. We are discussing things commanded in 
God's undying Word about the church. Those things cannot be 
changed without so marring the blessed institution of which we 
speak so as to make it unrecognizable. Even the most dedicated 
change-agent should be able to understand that basic principle. 

W e are not talking about indifferent things like carpet color 
and microphones. We are not discussing icons. We 
speak of unbreakable things - eternal verities. Things 

like the plan of salvation and worship in spirit and truth. These 
things do not change. 

Some are so shallow as to suppose that whether the words of a 
song are displayed on an overhead screen or written in a songbook 
decides the nature of the church. Any attempt to hold a serious 
conversation with people so limited is a waste of time. They would 
not believe though one be risen from the dead. You cannot have 
grown-up talk with childish people. 

"Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice 
be ye children, but in understanding be men" (1 Cor. 14:20). 

To put the proposition in syllogistic form: 
1. God's Word never changes. 
2. The church is produced by God's Word. 
3. Therefore: the church, in its essential elements, never 

changes. 
Shakable things change. Unshakable things do not change. 

Shakable things are worldly, visible, perishable things. Unshakable 
things are the words of God and the church/kingdom those words 
produce. 

In This Issue 

Gary W. Colley 
Where Angels Fear to Tread ....•........ J 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Editorial: 
Dare to Change •..•••.....•••..•..••...•..... 2 

]. E. Choate 
Code Blue ....................................... 6 

V. Glen McCoy 
Borton W. Stone's View 
of the Infallible Word ......••••••..•.•.... 9 

Garry K. Brantley 
AIDS- Who Is to Blome? ••..•.••••.•. 10 

Gary W . Summers 
A ''Schott" at Freedom 
of Speech ....•.•.•••••...•.........••••..•.•... J 2 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Saving Faith .................................. 7 4 

Albert Gardner 
Missionary Page: 
The Door Is Open ......................... 7 6 

Abilene Christian University 
Facilities Requested ............................ 7 8 

Frank Chesser 
Curse of Meroz ............................. 7 9 

Howard K. Horton 
There Was a Crooked Man ........... 20 

Mignon Doran 
Thoughts for Women: 
A Gracious Woman ....................... 22 

Potpourri ............................................. 25 

Perry B. Cotham 
Cotham's Comments .................... 29 

January 1995 3 
Firm Foundation 



"Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which can
not be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may 
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 
For our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:28-29). 
The kingdom/church we receive cannot be moved. 
Let change-agents take notice. The kingdom we re
ceive cannot be moved - that is, changed. If you 
change it, you demolish it, and it is no longer the 
kingdom/church. 

A church changed from the sacred pattern given 
in the inspired Word of God becomes a man-made in
stitution. It is a denomination. It is not the church, no 
matter what it calls itself. 

The church is the body of Jesus (Eph. 1:22-23; 
Col. 1:18). Don't mistreat his body. When Saul per
secuted saved men and women (the church), he 
persecuted Christ (Acts 9:2, 4). How you treat the 
church is how you treat Jesus. To butcher the church 
is to slaughter Jesus. Those seeking to change the 
church need to consider this. 

Change-agents are clever. They want to change 
the essential elements of the church, but talk as if 
they have in mind nonessential elements. This is like 
the magician having you look at his right hand while 
his left hand is making the change. 

The true agenda of a modern change-manager is 
to shift from "baptism unto the remission of sins" to 
"baptism because of the remission of sin" or a liberal 
combination of the two. He seeks, in some cases, to 
deny the essentialness of baptism and make it an op
tional thing . He is pushing for instrumental music in 
worship instead of singing. He looks for a modifica
tion of the organization of the churches of Christ to 

4 

Midwestern 
school of Preaching 

o 2-year course of study 
0 Study entire Bible text 
o Practical and foundational fields 

fully covered 
0 Wives program 
o Annual evangelistic campaigns 
0 Yearly student lectureship in June 

~ 
0 Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 259-3875 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 

January 1995 
Firm Foundation 

accommodate open fellowship. He says he is promot
ing equality, but wants women elders and preachers. 

There is such a thing as basic honesty. Would that 
our liberal brothers understood that common de
cency requires us to openly state our purposes. To 
attempt to accomplish our aims by indirection is dis
honest and, therefore, unchristian. 

Those who seek to change the basic doctrines of 
the church would make you think they are only try

ing to have us change the fashion of our neckties. The 
reality is they are trying to change the basics of the 
church. 

We must understand the difference between 
things commanded and things allowed. If God gives a 
specific command, then we are limited to the thing 
required. If, however, the command is generic, we 
may exercise judgment. 

Example: 
We are commanded to sing (Eph 5:18-19; Col. 

3: 16-17). The requirement is specific and disallows 
instrumental music. The specific command to "sing" 
however does not disallow the songbook, or the 
overhead projector. The command is particular and 
permissive. The particular part is the command to 
sing. The permissive part would be the use or non
use of a songbook; the use or non-use of an overhead 
projector to display the words of the song, and such 
like. 

We are commanded to baptize. The requirement 
is specific and disallows sprinkling. The specific com
mand to baptize does not disallow either the bap
tistry or the river. The act is specified. The place is 
not specified. Virtually every command has essential 
elements and also options. The essential things must 
be obeyed; the optional things leave room for human 
choice. 

The change-agent is quick and would have you 
think that all commands of God fall into the optional 
category, when in truth many commands are specific. 

If the command is specific - like "sing" or "bap
tize" or "remission of sins" - there is no room for 
judgment. If the command is generic - like 
songbook versus overhead projector, or baptistry ver
sus river - there is room for judgment. 

Many who would change the brotherhood con
fuse the two. An example of mixing required and in
different items in an attempt to baffle the mind and 
cloud the issue is the following quotation from Doc
tor Carroll D. Osburn's recent book: 

There should be room in the Christian fellow-



ship for those who differ on whether more than 
one cup in communion is acceptable, whether 
the communion bread is to be pinched or 
snapped, whether one can eat in the church 
building, whether funds can be used from the 
church treasury to support orphan homes; 
whether the Lord's Supper must be taken every 
Sunday, or whether instrumental music is used in 
worship. There should be room in the Christian 
fellowship for those who believe that Christ is 
the Son of God, but who differ on eschatological 
theories such as premillennialism, ecclesiological 
matters such as congregational organization, or 
soteriological matters such as whether baptism is 
'for' or 'because of' the remission of sins (The 
Peaceable Kingdom, p. 90). 

Doctor Osburn shows a serious lack of under
standing on several items such as failing to recognize 
the difference in the cup and the container in connec
tion with the Lord's Supper. The principle problem 
with his list is that it confuses things that are permis
sible with things that are unchangeable. When he 
puts together such indifferent things as "whether the 
communion bread is pinched or snapped" with such 
important things as whether Bible baptism is "for" or 
"because of" the remission of sins, we wonder if he is 
being candid. 

The decree is: Change and be like the 20th-cen
tury culture. The idea is: We must be whatever our 

modern civilization demands. It is uncouth and out
of-date to hold to the old time religion. So, get with it 
and jive to the tempo of the times. Otherwise, you 
are hopelessly old-fashioned. The mossbacked crowd 
has no place in modern civilization. If the current 
view is dope, abortion and free sex, then change the 
Bible to conform to the fad of the day. 

The notion that the Bible must evolve into what
ever society approves at the moment is unquestion
ably silly. No Bible-educated person would make 
such a proposal. The change-agents in the church of
fer solutions that are obviously not biblically in
formed. 

A respected educator and writer once said: 
We all want progress, but if you are on the wrong 
road, progress means doing an about turn and 
walking back to the right road; in that case, the 
man who turns back soonest is the most progres
sive. 

"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: 
because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also re
ject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing 
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also 
forget thy children" (Hosea 4:6). 11815 Doubletree 
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Are we to think the Lord could not plan "a really 
meaningful experience"? 

It would be more in keeping with the duties of 
the "University Church of Christ campus minister 
and counselor at ACU . . . and elders," to teach these 
young people what the Bible says about the Lord's 
Supper (2 Tim. 2:2). 

Students' Statements 
The article says that a psychology major states: "It 
was a new experience for me .... For many students, 
the service is a priceless time ... a chance to forget the 
last week and focus on the upcoming week." Jesus 
said the communion service was a time to remember 
him. He said nothing about focusing on the upcom
ing week. 

Campus Minister's Statement 
The "campus minister and counselor" at ACU said, 

"Through song, Scripture, and through God#s send
ing of the Holy Spirit# we allow ourselves to be in 
the presence of God to be reminded of Jesus' sacri
fice." 

Shades of Pentecostalism and Calvinism! The 
Holy Spirit never taught of any such "extra opportu
nity." The campus minister goes on, "Students need a 
specific time ... to be together for worship ... to 
search their hearts ... time for God to minister and to 
be refocused." 

This is not a personal attack. It is an attempt to 
point out the folly of placing the Lord's Supper in 
this "playing church" mode to prepare for college 
classes next week. It is out of harmony with there
vealed will of God. 
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Code Blue 
By J. E. Choate 

The psalmist reflected th;lt life is a tale that is 
told. William Faulkner added his postscript 
that it is "full of sound and fury." This article 

will address the rise and fall of the Disciples of 
Christ. 

The U.S. Religious Census of 1906 recognized 
that the churches of Christ and the Christian Church 
were separate and distinct. A major thesis of this ar
ticle is to show that our new-age-liberal brothers are 
obsessed with the idea of creating a hybrid church of 
Christ tainted with Pentecostal practices and modern 
theology. Such a church would be closer to the "lib
eral" Disciples of Christ than to the Independent 
Christian Church. 

The College of the Bible "blowup" in 1917 sig
naled the beginning of 50 years of controversy and 
strife in the Christian Church/Disciples of Christ. 
The beginning of alienation between the "conserva
tive" Christian Church and the Disciples of Christ 
became a reality with the first meeting of the North 
American Christian Convention in 1927. The design 
was to spare the "conservative" Christian Church 
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from the control of a strong liberal element of the 
churches. The control was exercised through the of
fices of the organized boards and conventions of the 
Christian Church. 

Total alienation resulted from the formal 1 0-year 
study (Design for the Christian Church) which ended 
in the 1968 Restructure. This move gave the Dis
ciples of Christ an official denominational status. 
The two denominations today are not even in shout
ing distance of each other. The churches of Christ 
escaped the corroding influences of modern theology 
and digression from 1906 until after the close of 
World War II. This was due in part to the fact that 
churches of Christ had escaped the influence of mod
ern theology by severing all relationships with the 
Christian Church after 1923. 

ucode Blue" 

Hospitals use the designation "Code Blue" to de
scribe a patient in a life-threatening trauma who will 
die unless he receives immediate medical attention. 
Ron Allen uses this to describe the present spiritual 
health of the Disciples of Christ in a Disciples maga
zine article. Allen thinks the Disciples are in the early 
stage of Code Blue in respect to their institutional 
survival. Allen is associate professor of the New Tes
tament at Christian Theological Seminary in India
napolis. The alarm of the Disciples over a declining 
membership is of growing concern to them. 

Rick Lowery expressed his views in a 1991 No
vember issue of The Disciples in an article titled "De
structuring the Church." He writes, "The church es
tablished by the 'Design for the Christian Church' is 
coming apart at the seams." 

The Data of Decline 

The Disciples reported in 1974 that there were 
845,000 participating members with 3,800 partici
pating congregations. By 1993, the number had de
clined respectively to 675,000 members and 3,360 
churches. The long-term prognosis is not good. The 
loss of membership (8,000-12,000 annual loss) is 
likely to accelerate in the coming years because 60 
percent of the readers of The Disciple are over the 



age of 66. Official statistics disclose that the Disciples 
show the greatest decline ( -4 2 percent) of all Ameri
can denominations. 

Options for the Disciples of Christ 

As Professor Allen evaluates the options, the Dis
ciples can continue to deny the reality of the situa
tion. Therefore, many churches will close their 
doors. Others will continue to shrivel until they have 
little spiritual life of their own. A second option 
would be to continue unchanged with the comforting 
thought that we are small, but we are happy. Allen 
offers a curious option that the shrinking old-line de
nominations could form a union with post-denomi
nation churches. That would provide the surviving 
churches with a critical mass of leaders, funds, and 
congregations. 

Malaise or Malady 

The opinion of this writer is that the state of the spiri
tual health of the Disciples goes far deeper than a 
feeling of discomfort. The Kierkegaardian statement 
is far more descriptive, "a sickness unto death." It is 
no longer a matter of "either/or," but when. The di
agnosis of the fatal malignancy is traced back to the 
turn of the century (1890s) when the liberal element 
in the Christian Church began to embrace the con
cepts of liberal theology. Liberal elements fully em
braced the theological modernism of the age - the 
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Documentary Hypothesis of the Old Testament, 
Form and Source Criticism of the New Testament, 
evolution and the social gospel. 

The continual, angry bickering in the Christian 
Church over liberalism came to head in 1917. The 
liberal element in the Christian Church captured the 
College of the Bible after a war of words in the spring 
and summer months of 1917. The next 50 years were 
marked by turmoil and division in the Christian 
Church. Angry years climaxed in 1968 when the lib
eral Disciples completed their Restructure. The 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) emerged from 
the mixture. The definitive historians of these events 
are Stephen J. Corey, Fifty Years of Attack and Con
troversy, and Dwight E. Stevenson's the Lexington 
Theological Seminary. (Calvin Warpula and other 
"change agents" should take the time to read these 
books. A little learning is indeed a dangerous thing.) 

The Chickens Came Home to Roost 

The fruits of spoil, to mix a metaphor, for the Dis
ciples were enormous in that they came out with all 
the colleges and universities under their control ex
cepting Milligan College. The saddest part of this 
story for the Disciples is that they came out with a 
diminishing minority of the local churches, and the 
trend has been downward since. Disciples of Christ 
are now locked in a bitter internal struggle between 
the conservatives and liberals. 

The makeup of the Independent Christian 
Church has remained largely intact since the early 
1900s. They fought and won the battle of the organs 
and organized societies. Music is no longer a viable 
issue. All measures of control over the churches by 
organized societies were totally rejected. However, 
control of such organizations under autonomous lo
cal churches remains as strong as ever. Present events 
show that the Christian Church has stronger cohesive 
unity among its churches than have the churches of 
Christ who are also locked in a struggle over liberal
ism that can only result in division. 

The Disciples of Christ Are at War 
with Each Other 

In October 1991, the General Assembly of the Dis
ciples of Christ met to elect Michael Kinnamon to a 
six-year term as general Minister and President of the 
denomination's highest office. He was defeated with 
a small minority of the votes. This was the first time 
since the 1968 Restructure that the General Assem
bly had rejected a nominee. 
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On the morning of the election, the conservative 
Disciples bussed in as many as 300 delegated for the 
single purpose of voting against Kinnamon. They 
registered and left. There were many complaints. 
The most notorious one was the view of Kinnamon 
that homosexuality need not be a barrier to ordina
tion. The liberal Disciples are still reeling from the 
blow and have cause to believe a division in the ranks 
of the Disciples is imminent. 

Summary Appraisal 
A response to this could be that this is the residue of 
history, but is this true? A liberal element in the 
churches of Christ, mostly uninformed in the rudi-

. ments of Restoration history, seeks fellowship with 
the Independent Christian Church. The Independent 
Christian Church spokesmen know their history, 
while our brethren, sadly, do not understand that his
tory, because they have had sketchy teachings in 
"our" schools on the subject. Some who do com
mand a knowledge of Restoration history have their 
own liberal agendas to pursue. (I do not expect to be 
challenged on this point.) 

Calvin Warpula is a representative for the unity 
meetings which originated in the 1984 Joplin Sum
mit. He speaks admiringly of the three wings of the 
Restoration churches- Disciples of Christ, the Inde
pendent Christian Church, and the church of Christ. 
He calls the churches the "three estranged sisters." 
Warpula finds them in common agreement on such 
items as baptism and weekly communion. He finds 
them at loggerheads over theological liberalism, 
para-church organizations, open membership, and 
women in the pulpit. 

Postscript 
This writer concludes that leaders of the liberal ele
ment in the New Age churches of Christ (Shelly, 
Cope, Morrison, Osburn, Money, Hazelip, Walling, 
etc.) have far more in common with the liberal Dis
ciples of Christ than with the liberal Independent 
Christian Churches. The liberal Disciples are begging 
for union with denominational churches. The Inde
pendent Christian Church has a different strategy -
not to unite with any church because they are satis
fied with their own identity. It is absurd to think that 
the digressive element will give up their organiza
tions to unite with an ill-defined "New Age Church of 
Christ" sect. Their strategy is that of entrapment. 

Their leaders are aware that the liberals in 
churches of Christ, Rubel Shelly, Max Lucado, 
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Michael Cope, Calvin Warpula, et al, have more in 
common with the liberal Disciples of Christ than 
with their fellowship. Leaders in the Independent 
Christian Church are convinced that many in the 
churches of Christ are in their camp. 

It seems that our liberal brethren, reeking with 
"piety" and "love," would leave the elders and the 
respective churches of Christ alone to work out their 
own salvation with fear and trembling. 

The liberal element will continue to attack the 
"conservative" churches of Christ, which they have 
been doing for 30 years. 3714'/z Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, 1N 37215 

(Editors' note: A "conservative" in the ultra-lib
eral Disciples of Christ is not the same as a "conserva
tive" in churches of Christ, or even the Independent 
Christian Church. The Disciples of Christ conserva
tive is a full-blown liberal. He is like a Presbyterian 
conservative, who denies the virgin birth, verbal inspi
ration, and ine"ancy of the Bible, but who opposes 
ordaining women to ''officiate" in offering the "sacra
ments." His opposition to women "priests" makes 
him conservative. A "conservative" in the Indepen
dent Christian Church is different from a "conserva
tive" in the churches of Christ. The most conservative 
ICC preacher is a liberal by Bible standards. Liberals 
in the churches of Christ are aligned with Disciples of 
Christ, or even Presbyterian, liberals. As proof of this 
pudding, see Ca"oll D. Osburn's book, ~he Peace
able Kingdom. Osburn is as "liberal" as the most lib
eral Disciples of Christ man. He is in total rejection, 
and ACU is in total support. Shame, oh, shame!) Fp 
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Barton W. Stone's 
View of the Infallible Word 

By V. Glen McCoy 

W h~n Barton W. St.o~e began his religious 
JOUrnal, The Chnsttan Messenger, in 1826, 
in the first issue he said: 

As the Bible alone is acknowledged by all Prot
estants to be the only infallible rule by which all 
doctrines and spirits are to be tried, so by the 
rule we will honestly try the various, jarring 
doctrines and spirits which have done so much 
mischief in the world, for so many centuries 
back. Should we be so happy as to find the er
ror, we shall be compelled by benevolence for 
man and love of truth, to expose it to view, and 
to endeavor to exhibit the doctrine of the Bible 
unsullied by the unhallowed touch of man's wis
dom. 

Brother Stone said with confidence that "the 
Bible alone is acknowledged by all . . . to be the only 
infallible rule." If Barton Stone were alive today, he 
would be shocked at the lack of respect accorded to 
the Word. He would very quickly find that modern 
men of the pulpit do not think it fashionable to use 
God's Word to expose doctrinal error. Even more 
devastating, he would see the change about the infal
libility of the Bible by those who call themselves 
Christians. With the passing of the years denomina
tion after denomination has ceased to believe in the 
infallibility of the Bible. The question of the infalli
bility of the Scriptures is currently raging in the Bap
tist Church. 

It is most disheartening to hear and read of some 
of our own brethren who are turning the way of the 
denominations and denying that the Bible is the infal
lible Word of God. 

What does the Bible claim for Itself? 
"All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness" (2 Tim. 3:16). 

"For no prophecy was ever made by an act of hu
man will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God" (2 Pet. 1:21). 

"For this reason we also constantly thank God 

that when you received from us the word of God's 
message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but 
for what it really is, the word of God, which also per
forms its work in you who believe" (1 Thess. 2:13). 

"The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and His 
word was on my tongue" (2 Sam. 23 :2). · 

God told Isaiah, "I have put my words in your 
mouth" (Isa. 51:16). 

Jesus promised his disciples, "Do not become 
anxious about how or what you will speak; for it 
shall be given you in that hour what you are to speak. 
For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your 
Father who speaks in you" (Matt. 10:19-20). 

Paul says inspired writers speak "not in words 
taught by human wisdom, but in those words taught 
by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiri
tual words" (1 Cor. 2:13). 

Since the Holy Spirit inspired the very words 
used by the writers of the Bible, we can put our trust 
in it as the infallible Word of God. 

It seems that in every decade some brethren seek 
to show the rest of us how wise and deep thinking 
they are by introducing something new, or by at
tempting to destroy something that we hold as sa
cred. We wish them no success as they attack the in
fallibility of the Word. 

Since the days of Barton W. Stone the world has 
made great strides in so many areas such as science 
and medicine, but when it comes to the Lord's 
church it is not progress to go beyond the infallible 
Word of God. 22470 Mission Hills Ln. 

. Yorba Linda, CA 92687 
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AIDS Who Is to Blame? 
By Garry K. Brantley 

T
he AIDS epidemic is sweeping the world. It 

has captured the media spotlight for several 
years. If predictions of the medical commu

nity hold true, the decade of the nineties will experi
ence its own "Black Death" as the AIDS mortality 
rate increases exponentially. The list of issues con
nected with this debilitating disease includes medical, 
political, economic, social, psychological, moral, and 
religious concerns. 

Along with theses issues, is the question of theol
ogy. From a biblical/philosophical perspective, how 
do we approach the AIDS epidemic? When this dis
ease was believed to be confined to intravenous drug 
abusers and homosexuals, some fundamentalist 
groups considered AIDS the retributive judgment of 
a righteously indignant God upon a degenerate seg
ment of our society. Now, however, this deadly infec-
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tion has spread to the heterosexual community, inno
cent children of infected parents, and those whose 
physical conditions require frequent blood transfu
sions (e.g., hemophiliacs). 

Infidelity's Charge 

Infidels find an argument against an almighty, be
nevolent God in diseases (such as AIDS) which cause 
untold misery for both the victims and their families. 
Since the days of Epicurus (a second-century Greek 
philosopher), evil and suffering have been powerful 
weapons in the arsenal of unbelievers. The argument 
is as follows: (1) if God wants to eradicate evil and 
suffering from the world and cannot, he is not all 
powerful, and, therefore, he is not God; (2) if God 
possesses the ability to eradicate evil and suffering 
from the world, but chooses not to, he is not all-lov
ing, and, therefore, he is not God; and (3) if God 
possesses both the ability and the desire to prevent 
evil and suffering in the world, why is there such mis
ery in the world? 

This argument seems to present a dilemma on 
whose horns the theist inevitably will be gored. How
ever, this question, though both perplexing and pen
etrating, has a satisfactory answer for those who are 
disposed to sound, biblical reasoning. 

The Nature of God and Man 
We must first investigate the nature of the Creator to 
approach properly matters concerning the creature. 
The Bible says God is a being of choice. The creation 
itself argues that the Creator decided to bring into 
existence the Cosmos and all living things to inhabit 
the earth (Gen. 1: Neh. 9:6-8). 

We are contingent beings - our existence is not 
necessary. This suggests that God chose to act in cre
ation. 

Occasionally the Almighty punished the wicked
ness of humanity (Gen. 6-8; 2 Chron. 36:15-21). 
These punitive actions of God imply his choice of 
judgment. 

God set aside certain judgments whenever rebel
lious humankind repented of its wickedness Qonah 
3:1 0). The ability to alter intentions resides only with 
a Being of volition. 



The sacrifice of Jesus for sinful humanity shows 
the free will of God. He had a choice in the matter of 
Christ's death. God himself proposed his Son's 
death. The Creator's love for his creation caused him 
to decide to act for them Qohn 3:16; 10:18; Eph. 
2:4). Christians reap the eternal benefits of this di
vine choice. 

Since God is a being of choice, and since he cre
ated man in his image (Gen. 1 :26-27), it follows that 
man, too, is a being of choice. Man possesses the abil
ity to "discern both good and evil" (He b. 5:14 ). The 
word translated "discern" in this passage means the 
sense of "deciding between" good and bad. 

This biblical depiction of man's nature is perti
nent to the problem of evil and suffering in our 
world. Since man possesses the ability to choose both 
good and bad, the possibility exists that man might 
make the wrong choice. Often, serious consequences 
accompany those wrong choices that account for 
much of the suffering in our world. AIDS is a case in 
point. "AIDS" is an acronym for "Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome." The emphasis is upon "ac
quired." Evidence suggests that HIV {the virus that 
causes AIDS) spreads only through the most intimate 
forms of human contact, such as sexual intercourse, 
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infusion of contaminated blood, the sharing of con
taminated needles. 

The greatest incidents of AIDS cases in the U.S. 
are still among sexually active homosexuals and bi
sexual men with multiple partners, and past or 
present intravenous drug abusers. Obviously, AIDS 
cases among this group are the result of aberrant be
havior. When a person chooses to engage in acts 
known to spread AIDS, (sexual promiscuity and in
travenous drug abuse), and subsequently contracts 
this disease, is God to blame? 

Most people appreciate the idea of responsibility 
for choices. If a person is harmed for a personal 
wrong choice, we normally accept that as natural law 
- cause and effect. 

What about those innocent victims who are not 
in the high-risk groups for the contraction of AIDS? 
What about the wife who contracts the disease from 
a sexually unfaithful husband? Or the child who, by 
means of a blood transfusion, is victimized by AIDS? 
Why didn't God protect the innocent? 

The answer may be at least twofold: (1) God cre
ated every human being with freedom of choice; and 
(2) the innocent often suffers due to the wrong 
choices of others. God cannot, consistent with the 
free will of man, withhold freedom of choice from 
the irresponsible. 

Freedom of choice implies the freedom to choose 
wrong. If a husband chooses to be sexually unfaith
ful, and subsequently passes the AIDS virus to his in
nocent wife, we cannot justly blame God for the dev
astating effect. Again, at the heart of the problem is 
the personal wrong choice of man that caused the 
consequences. 

The freedom of choice with which God endowed 
man is a manifestation of his love (1 John 4:8). Still, 
much of the evil and suffering today is related di
rectly to this volitional freedom. Therefore, evil and 
suffering are not incompatible with the idea of a be
nevolent, Almighty God; they argue his case. 

Origin of Disease 
Why are we plagued with disease of all sorts? In the 
pristine purity of the Edenic paradise, Adam and Eve 
were unaffected by viral or bacterial infections. The 
tree of life possessed qualities that rejuvenated Adam 
and Eve's bodies (Gen. 3:22-23). 

When they chose to eat of the forbidden fruit, 
they forfeited their access to the life-sustaining tree. 
We are heirs of the conditions that they introduced 
into the world (Rom. 5: 12; 8 :20ff). 
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Furthermore, the atmospheric effects of the flood 
no doubt further increased the susceptibility of man 
to infectious diseases. This is implied by the drastic 
decrease of man's life-span after the Flood (Gen. 5; 
11:32). Remember, the wickedness of man precipi
tated this global deluge (Gen. 6:5-7, 13). Therefore, 
from a biblical perspective, all human diseases are 
related to man's wrong choices. 

AIDS is a poignant reminder that when man 
chooses to go against nature (as is true of homosexu
ality [Rom. 1 :26-27]), terrible consequences are in
evitable. 

The physically abusive lifestyles of homosexuals 
invite infectious diseases and death. From antiquity, 
untimely deaths have been associated with homo
sexuality (Job 36:14). (Note: the Hebrew translated 

"unclean" in Job 36:14, ASV, is the masculine coun
terpart of the word translated "prostitutes" [Deut. 
23:17]. Therefore, it means "sodomites" or "homo
sexuals.") 

AIDS argues for the divine prescription for 
sexual behavior - monogamous, heterosexual mari
tal relationships. 

AIDS is much more than a growing public health 
hazard; it is a deadly demonstration of moral degen
eracy. Perhaps we may use it as a door of opportunity 
to weave the threads of biblical morality back into 
the threadbare fabric of our society. 

Associate Director of Biblical Research 
Apologetics Press, Inc. 

230 Landmark Dr. 
Montgomery, AL 36117 
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A 11SchoH'' at Freedom of Speech 
By Gary W. Summers 

What do baseball, Ozzy Osbourne, the local 
library, "rap" music, and The Last Tempta
tion of Christ have in common? 

For those who may have missed it, the recent 
controversy surrounding Marge Schott has now been 
concluded with pious penalties having been indig
nantly assessed. In 1992 it came to light that the 
owner of the Cincinnati Reds had made derogatory 
racial slurs, which is lamentable though hardly ar-
chaic for this day and time. . 

In the absence of a baseball commissioner, a 1 O
m ember council unanimously pronounced the fol
lowing judgment. Marge must pay a $25,000 fine, 
will be suspended during the 1993 season, and she 
must attend multi-cultural training programs. Wow! 
This is absolutely amazing! 

No, we do not plan to defend her in any way. She 
obviously holds a low opinion of blacks, the Japa
nese, and Jews. Anyone who says that "Hitler had the 
right idea for them but went too far" needs some 
counsel and advice. Of course, she's not the only one 
who despises Jews. Even the multi-cultural Jesse 
Jackson referred to New York City as "Hymietown" 
in 1988. (Wonder if he's attended any sensitivity 
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training sessions since?) 
Bigotry and prejudice certainly have no place in 

Christianity. Truly, all are one in Christ Jesus (Gal. 
3 :28), and it would be disastrous for a child of God 
to be guilty of statements such as those that Marge 
Schott made. We ought neither to say such things nor 
grant approval when other people do. 

So then, why this article? 
Because of past experiences, one finds the treat

ment of this woman tremendously hypocritical. Why 
has no one defended her freedom of speech? (Re
member, we are neither praising nor apologizing for 
her- rather just pointing out the inconsistencies.) 

Eleven years ago a lady discovered some obscene 
books in the local library near Peoria. She, another 
lady, and I spent several months (mostly without suc
cess) trying to combat a policy that would allow juve
niles to read and check out such books. (The book in 
question was Nancy Friday's Men In Love, a collec
tion of male sexual fantasies told in the most vulgar 
language imaginable.) 

Since the protest aroused great controversy, we 
were invited on an evening talk show in Peoria. The 
host was not sympathetic to our cause, but he admit-



ted that he could not read portions of the book on 
the air. Also he seemed genuinely shocked by some of 
the passages that were presented to him (one in
volved incest). 

One of the library board members called in 
and said it was the author's "right" to print 
such stuff. How far was she willing to go? 

She stated unequivocally that if Captain Kangaroo 
wanted to use obscene words on his children's pro
gram, it was his right. Another caller whined, 
"Where do you stop once you start banning books?" 

Ten years ago Ozzy Osbourne was scheduled to 
appear in Peoria's Civic Center, and several of us 
went down to object. Five thousand signatures of 
protest were presented to the mayor and the city 
council, which moved them not at all. In light of 
Osbourne's past reputation, we thought that the 
community had a right to express its dissatisfaction. 

What had he done? He reportedly bit off the 
heads of doves and bats in his concerts, denounced 
Christianity by slamming a five foot high cross to the 
floor to begin a concert, and used a wall of the Alamo 
in San Antonio for his personal (though public) 
restroom. In addition he had "joined in black masses 
before concerts, complete with nude, blood
sprinkled female sacrifices on the altar" (Why Knock 
Rock?, Peters 1994). Furthermore, some of his songs 
encouraged suicide. 

Oh, but you can't stop him from freedom of ex
pression. We were educated. There is such a thing as 
the first amendment (but apparently not such a thing 
as community standards). If there's a market for what 
he does, then you can't deny him the right to earn a 
living (now how would that logic apply to drug deal
ers?) And most of all we were informed, "If you start 
censoring now, where will it all end?" (At this point 
gasp loudly and clutch your heart.) 

In 1988 Christians all over the country protested 
The Last Temptation of Christ, directed by Martin 
Scorsese, which blasphemed the holy name of Jesus 
in a number of ways. Jesus first comes across as expe
riencing sex vicariously by watching a prostitute 
[Mary Magdalene] in action; then he imagines him
self making love to her in a dream sequence. In addi
tion to these and other atrocities, the film has Paul 
admitting that he really didn't believe in the resurrec
tion (contrary to the plain teachings of 1 Cor. 15). 

Christians were offended by the millions, but 
Universal Pictures said: "In the United States, no one 
sect or coalition has the power to set boundaries 

around each person's freedom to explore religious 
and philosophical questions" (Medved, p. 40). Im
plicit in this kind of rationale is, "If you censor free
dom of expression, where will it all end?" 

More recently Time-Warner defended Ice-T's 
"Cop Killer" in which he raps about dusting some 
cops off, by sanctimoniously mumbling that they are 
committed to a democratic society "where the full 
range of opinion and thought - whether we agree 
with it or not - must be able to find an outlet" 
(Medved, p. 31). 

In his newest book, Hollywood Vs. America, 
Michael Medved questions whether Time-Warner 
would have the same commitment to providing an 
"outlet" for a Ku Klux Klan sympathizer who glori
fied the shooting of black children (p. 31). 

The point is that for years and years all we have 
heard are cries of "freedom of speech" and "Where 
will censorship end?" So the question is: If Nancy 
can publish vulgar and obscene books, and libraries 
can spend public funds to buy them and put them on 
the shelves so that even youngsters can read them; 
and if Ozzy can promote suicide in his music, and 
trash Christianity on stage; and if Martin can trans
form Jesus into a vile sinner and the apostles into 
rank hypocrites; and Ice-T can fantasize about shoot
ing policemen; then why is Marge Schott being disci
plined for a few racial slurs? 

She didn't advocate that anyone should be killed 
or even hint that they commit suicide. And al
though she was crude and insensitive, was she 

any more so than those who have assaulted the Chris
tian religion time and again? Most of the comments 
she made were in private conversations, but the 
mockery of Jesus Christ was set before the whole 
world. In fact, the video can still be rented. Ozzy, Ice
T, and others put their crude and insensitive lyrics 
before the whole world. 

Is it only Christ that can be defamed? The base
ball commission is embarrassed that such racial in
sensitivity be associated with it. But Hollywood 
doesn't mind offending a large segment of the popu
lation. Truly, "the legs of the lame are not equal" 
(Prov. 28:7). 

Now that Marge Schott has been censored, 
there's one more question that ought to be asked: 
"Where will it all end?" 

600 W. Lincolnway 
Columbia, IN 46725 
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Saving Faith 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

(Beginning with this issue of the Firm Foundation we will start a series of outlines dealing with basic Bible 
teaching. It is important for us to know and hold to the fundamentals of Christian faith.) 

I. Introduction. 
A. The word faith is a New Testament word. It is found 231 times in the King James translation 

and occurs only twice in the Old Testament 

B. The words believe, believing, believeth, belief occur 179 times in the King James translation- 21 
times in the Old Testament and 158 times in the New Testament. 

C. The importance of faith. 

1. Faith saves (Heb. 11:6; John 3:16; John 3:36; Eph. 2:8). 
2. Faith only will not justify Qames 2:24). 

II. How does faith come? 

A. Some say faith comes by direct, immediate operation of the Holy Spirit, separate from the Bible, 
in an incomprehensible experience. 

B. The New Testament tells us faith is the result of knowledge. 

1. "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom 10:17 KJV). The 
American Standard translates the verse, "So then belief cometh by hearing." "Belief" and 
"faith" are interchangeable in Bible usage. 

2. "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 
word" Qohn 17:20 KJV). 

3. "And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and. 
brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles 
by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe" (Acts 15:7 KJV). 

4. "Many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized" (Acts 18:8 KJV). 

5. "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call 
on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, 
except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the 
gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?" (Rom. 10:13-16 KJV). 
Note: You cannot call on God without believing in God. 
Note: You cannot believe in God without hearing, i.e., receiving information. 
Note: You cannot hear without a preacher. 
Note: They cannot preach except they be sent. 
Note: "It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). 

C. Faith therefore is not a leap in the dark. It comes from knowing facts and having considered 
evidence. 
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III. What is saving faith? 
A. Misconceptions. 

1. All faith is saving faith. 
2. The New Testament speaks of different kinds of faith. There is a faith that will save, and 

there is a faith that will not save. 
Note: Many Jewish rulers believed on Jesus but would not confess him because they feared 

the Pharisees and being put out of the synagogue Oohn 12:42-43). 
Note: Demons believe and shudder, but demons will not be saved Oames 2: 19). 

B. Saving faith is conviction based on facts and manifested by obedience. 
1. "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Heb. 11:1 

KJV) -The American Standard says, "Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a convic
tion of things not seen." 
Note: Saving faith is substance, evidence, conviction, assurance. We must not believe be

cause of convenience and prejudice. Faith is conviction based on evidence. The word 
translated "evidence" or "conviction" in Hebrews 11:1 means "reproof," denoting a 
proof, proving, test (see Vine,s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words). 

2. At Pentecost the people were presented with proof that Jesus is Lord, and were then told to 
believe it absolutely. "Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly, that God hath 
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified" (Acts 2:36). 
Note: Faith does not end with sight! 
Note: Paul saw the risen Jesus and said, "That I may know him, and the power of his resur

rection" (Phil. 3:10). "I know him whom I have believed" (2 Tim. 1:12). 
Note: Paul had knowledge born of sight, but he believed on Jesus "That life which I now 

live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God" (Gal. 2:20). 
3. Saving faith is illustrated in Hebrews chapter 11. 

Note: Abel "offered" (v. 4); Noah "moved with Godly fear" (v. 7); Abraham "obeyed" 
(v. 8); the walls of Jericho after them were "compassed about seven days" (v. 30). 

Note: In the Bible, no person was ever blessed because of his faith until that faith manifested 
itself in an overt act of obedience. 

4. James 2:14-26 defines the faith principle as inclusive of obedience to God- works of 
righteousness. 
Note: Faith without works is dead Oames 2:17). 
Note: Cannot show faith apart from works Oames 2:18). 
Note: Demons believe and shudder Oames 2:19). 
Note: Faith without works is barren Oames 2:20). 
Note: Abraham was justified by faith because of what he did (offered Isaac upon the altar) 

Oames 2:21). 
Note: Abraham's faith produced works and works made his faith perfect (complete) Oames 

2:22). 
Note: We are not justified by faith only Oames 2:24). 
Note: Faith without works is as dead and useless as a body without a spirit Oames 2:26). 

C. Saving faith must do something (obey). The faith that makes us acceptable to God is a conviction 
that grows out of knowledge and that compels absolute obedience to rules, principles and stan
dards. 
1. "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16; see also Gal. 3:26-27). 

2. Be faithful at all cost, even death, and receive a crown (Rev. 2:10). Fp 
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Missionary Page 

The Door Is Open 
By Albert Gardner 

For years we have wanted to send missionaries to 
the USSR, but could not because the door was 
closed. The political conditions forbade it, and 

for about 70 years religion was suppressed and athe
ism was promoted. Then, political conditions 
changed and the Berlin wall came down, Commu
nism died, and the old USSR crumbled. 

Democracy began in some former Russian coun
tries, and with it came freedom and liberty. The door 
is open! Not as wide in some places as others, but 
evangelism is now possible in most of the former So
viet Union. 

"For a great door and effectual is opened unto 
me, and there are many adversaries" (1 Cor. 16:9). 
Paul could see great opportunities of service for the 
Lord. Jesus said to the church in Philadelphia: "I 
know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an 
open door and no man can shut it: for thou hast a 
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not 
denied my name" (Rev. 3:8). In Russia today, we have 
an open door. 

I have just returned from Brest, Belorus, with a 
team led by Mike Gardner (my son) from the 
Hillsboro church, El Dorado, Ark. Brest is a city of 
300,000. The church numbers about 14 members. 
Thirty-four were present for worship Sunday. 

The team gave out more than 4,000 pieces of lit
erature and about 625 Bibles. We had studies during 
the day and lectures at night. Our VBS had a largest 
attendance of 117. On this mission team were Mike 
and Brenda Gardner, Vernon Buchanan, Kenny and 
Carolyn Merriet, Joe Hughes, Barry Lightiner, Scott 
Butterfield, and Albert Gardner. There were five bap
tisms. 

This is the fourth group to come from El Dorado. 
The Walnut Street church, Texarkana, Ark., sends 
workers to Minsk. Franklin, Ark., is working in 
Grodno; Pine Bluff, Ark., and Marshall, Texas, sup
port works in Mudilev. Cabot, Ark., sends groups to 
Borisov. 

The door is open in Eastern Europe, India, the is-
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lands, and central and south 
America. There is hardly a country 
that is completely closed. Even 
China is open to teachers. 

We have to face the fact that 
when the door opens for us, it also 
opens for the Baptists, Mormons, 
Adventists, and Pentecostals. You 
can be sure they will walk through the open door 
with their false teaching. When we arrive, they are 
already there. I wonder sometimes how they got 
there so fast and with so many missionaries! 

The door is open now, but no one knows for how 
long. Political changes can quickly alter conditions 
and close doors. We must walk through these open 
doors while we can. 

First Corinthians 16:9 also says, "And there are 
many adversaries." Satan will see to it there will be 
opposition, hardship, and outright persecution. 
Cross-cultural mission work is hard. It takes people 
who are sound in the faith and who have a deep trust 
in God to be successful in mission work. It also takes 
sending churches who understand the problems of 
the missionary and will support him, especially, when 
the many adversaries make it tough to hang on. 

In spite of the adversaries, Jesus said he would be 
with us as we go teaching his word (Matt. 28:20). 

Which door will you enter? 
P. 0. Box 2608 

Lumberton, NC 28359 

Houseparents 
Needed 

Spiritually mature Christian couples 
interested in becoming 
Houseparents 

- Medina Children's Home
Route 16, Box 75 • Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 
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Ninth Annual 
Shenandoah Lectureship 

February 17-20, 1995 

Friday, February 17 
9:00-9:45 a.m ••••...••••.......•.. Contrasting Translation Motives and Methods ..••.•••.••.••.•••.......•.•.•.••• Bill Towry 

10:00-10:45 a.m ••..•..•....•••.•••.. The Bible Doctrine of Inspiration •••••.••....•......••.••••••••••........••..••• Roy C. Deaver 
11 :00-11 :45 a.m •••.•••.•......•.•..• A History of Restoration Translations ................................. David B. McElwain 

1 :30-2:15 p.m •••••.•...•••.•...... Texts and Manuscripts of the Old Testament .................................... Jim Laws 
2:3Q-3:15 p.m ...........•..••.••.. The NWT: How NOT to Translate the Bible ................................... Tyler Young 
3:30-4:15 p.m .••.....•...........• A Review of the NKJV .................•..•.••.................••••.•...•.•..•......•. J. D. Sweeten 
7:00-7:45 p.m •..••.••••••.••...•.. Did Jesus Uphold Thought or Word Inspiration? ......•..•.••••••..•.•• Michael Light 
8:00-8:45 p.m •••••.••.•....••••••• Crucial Verses Mistranslated ...................................................... Gary Henson 

Saturday, February 18 
9:00-9:45 a.m .•.....•.•••.•....... The How and Why of Textual Criticism .................................... David P. Brown 

10:00-10:45 a.m •.•...•.............. An Evaluation of the Good News Bible (TEV) ............................... Tom Snyder 
11:00-11:45 a.m ..................... A Review of the 1901 American Standard Version ................. Keith B. Cozort 

1:30-2:15 p.m ..................... A Review of Some Roman Catholic Versions ............................... John Moore 
2:30-3:15 p.m ..................... A Review of the NASB ............................................................... Denny Petrillo 
3:30-4:15 p.m ..................... A Critique of Nida's Dynamic/Functional Equivalence .............. Kevin Cauley 
7:0Q-7:45 p.m ..................... How to Use Strong's Helps ............................................................. Bob Berard 
8:00-8:45 p.m ..................... Preaching Values From New Translations of the N. T. ................. Lester Kamp 

Sunday, February 19 
9:30-10:15 a.m ..................... Choosing a Translation Without Being a Scholar ....................... Gene Burgett 

10:3Q-11:15 a.m ..................... The Ultimate Translation ................................................................ Steve Lloyd 
1:30-2:15 p.m ..................... The Right and Wrong Uses of a Paraphrase .............................. Dub McClish 
2:30-3:15 p.m ..................... No Translation Without Preservation ....................................... Gary L. Grizzell 
3:30-4:15 p.m ..................... A Defense of an Eclectic Text .............................................. Jackie Stearsman 
7:00-7:45 p.m ..................... A Review of the NIV ............................................................ Gary W. Summers 
8:00-8:45 p.m ..................... Bible Translation on the Mission Field ................................... Bruce Daugherty 

Monday, February 20 
9:00-9:45 a.m ..................... The KJV Debate: a Response ................................................. Weylan Deaver 

10:00-1 0:45 a.m ..................... Hermeneutics and Bible Translation ............................................ Dick Sztanyo 
11 :00-11 :45 a.m ..................... A Review of the Modern Language Bible ..................................... Tom Blewett 

1:30-2:15 p.m ..................... What About Mark 16:9-20? ................................................ Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
2:30-3:15 p.m ..................... The Inerrancy of the Autographs ............................................. Curtis A. Cates 
3:30-4:15 p.m ..................... A Review of the RSV ............................................................... Kenneth Ratcliff 
7:00-7:45 p.m ..................... A Review of the King James Version ...................................... Robert Sweeten 
8:0Q-8:45 p.m ..................... Can Elders Decide Versions Used by Churches? ..................... Darrell Conley 

Order your cassettes, books, and videos. We will send and bill. 
Exhibits • Spaces for RV's 

-Terry M. Hightower, Director-

-Shenandoah Church of Christ-
11 026 Wurzbach Road • San Antonio, Texas 78230-2590 • (21 0) 696-5532 

Don't miss this power-packed four days/ 
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Press Release 

Abilene Christian University Facilities 
Requested for 1995 Seminar 

on 1'The New Testament Church" 

Leaders of churches of Christ in the Cincinnati 
area, at an area-wide elders-preachers 
meeting attended by 23 representatives of 

13 congregations of the Cincinnati area, held on 
Dec. 5, passed a resolution requesting the use of 
ACU facilities and the involvement of ACU in plan
ning and hosting a proposed 1995 seminar on "The 
New Testament Church." The resolution was ad
dressed to "The President and Board of Trustees of 
Abilene Christian University" and was a reiteration 
of a similar resolution which had been passed un
animously by the Area-wide Cincinnati Elders
Preachers Meeting on Nov. 7, at the Florence 
Church of Christ, to which ACU had made no re
sponse.· 

The reason for the request embodied in the two 
resolutions was that on Nov. 1-3, ACU had hosted 
and been deeply involved in the "Unity Forum XII" 
meeting with the Christian Church, which seeks a 
unity of fellowship, work, and worship with the 
Christian Church without the removal of the use of 
instrumental music in worship, by that body. 

Gaston D. Cogdell, who chaired the Elders
Preachers Meeting, stated: "We simply want ACU 
to give equal time, attention, and status to the ex
pression of a diametrically different viewpoint of the 
doctrinal stance of the New Testament church from 
that which was voiced by Rubel Shelly and others 
at the Nov. 1-3 'Unity Forum' which was sponsored 
by ACU. We believe that it is a grave sin to use in
strumental music in worship as well as to enter into 
fellowship with those who do so, as Shelly and oth
ers at the Unity Forum advocated. The viewpoint 
we wish to express was that of the founders of 
Abilene Christian College and of the leaders of the 
Restoration Movement, and is the viewpoint of 
probably 95 percent of the leaders of the churches 
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of Christ throughout the nation." 
Cogdell said: "A failure by ACU to grant equal 

time and sponsorship to those of us who disagree 
fundamentally with Rubel Shelly arid the doctrinal 
position advanced by Unity Forum XII will flash an 
unmistakable message to the brotherhood of Christ 
everywhere concerningACU's newly-adopted theo
logical presuppositions." 

(Editor's note: The Firm Foundation applauds the 
suggestion that the Cincinnati group, in coopera
tion with ACU, be permitted to use the facilities of 
the university to present Bible teaching about wor
ship and the church. It will be most interesting to 
see if ACU will host the proposed event with the 
same exuberance as it hosted Forum Twelve 
where a lot of error was taught. We note that Dr. 
Rubel Shelly is listed as a speaker for the Jan. 2-6, 
1995, information program sponsored by Abilene 
Christian University, College of Biblical and Family 
Studies on the Abilene campus. The current issue 
ofWineskins carries an advertisement by ACU ask
ing for students. This continued use of a notable 
false teacher and encouragement of his heretical 
magazine says a lot about which way the wind is 
blowing in Abilene. David Lipscomb University, 
Abilene Christian University, Harding University, 
and Oklahoma Christian University have allowed 
their facilities to be used to host sessions of The 
Christian Scholar's Conference where much of the 
teaching is out of harmony with the Bible. These 
schools should gladly open their doors and cor
dially receive and vigorously promote programs 
that hold high the banner of Bible truth and that are 
faithful to the purposes of the founders of these in
stitutions. We will keep you Informed.) 



Curse of Meroz 
By Frank Chesser 

Another leader in Israel had bowed his neck to 
the yoke of death. In characteristic fashion, 
the nation took the next exit off the highway 

of holiness to travel the back roads of sin Uudges 
4:1). The oppressive hand of Jabin extracted the 
pleasure from sin, proved pride to be a liability, and 
drove the nation to its knees. Twenty years later, God 
unsheathed the sword of Israel and converted the na
tion from vassal to victor. Jabin's army was subdued 
and Sisera, his captain, lay pinned to the earth in the 
tent of Jael ijudges 4:21). 

The song of victory was bittersweet. The harmo
nious chords of praise and thanksgiving were tainted 
as Deborah and Barak sang: 

Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of Jehovah. Curse 
ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, Because they 
came not to the help of Jehovah, To the help of 
Jehovah against the mighty Oudges 5:23). 

Meroz was cursed because they had refused to 
join their brethren in the conflict. The call to arms 
had been issued and victory assured. The battle 
would terminate two decades of oppression and rein
state the flag of freedom over Israel. The sword of 
Meroz was conspicuously absent. They wanted vic
tory without involvement and freedom without sacri
fice. 

Sin reigns supreme in the hearts of men. The 
battlefield of life is strewn with bodies. Ravaged 
minds, dissipated bodies, broken homes, divided 
churches, and purposeless lives testify to the ruinous 
power of sin. 

God's answer to sin is grace, blood, water, and 
the gospel. Gospel obedience is man's means of ap
propriating grace and reaching blood. Submission to 
the gospel terminates the wrecking power of sin and 
allows the flag of spiritual freedom to wave over the 
soul. 

The church, God's spiritual army, has received its 
call to arms. Across the land the sounds of battle are 
heard. The gospel sword is at war with sin. Victory is 
assured. Are you in the battle, or like Meroz of old, 
does your sword lie quietly in the sheath of silence? 

39 Andress St. 
Jacksonville, FL 32208 
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There Was a Crooked Man 
By Howard R. Horton 

Probably every child has heard about "The 
Crooked Man" in the nursery rhyme of the 
same name. However, as we are going to see, 

there are men and women who are "crooked," who 
walk on "crooked paths," and who are in danger of 
losing their own souls because of real "crookedness." 

God Can Make ucrooked Things" Straight 

Consider the prophecies which John the baptist 
fulfilled: 

• The voice of him that crieth in the wilder
ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

• Every valley shall be exalted, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low: and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
places plain: (Isa. 40:3-4). 

• Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and terrible day 
of the Lord: 

• And he shall turn the heart of the fathers 
to the children, and the heart of the children to 
their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with 
a curse (Mal. 4:5-6). 

In these verses we see that John the baptist 
(he who fulfilled these prophecies) would make 
"crooked paths" straight! And in doing this he would 
be the messenger with the message which would 
"turn the heart of the children to their fathers." He 
would accomplish this by boldly preaching "bap
tism of repentance for the remission of sins" 
(Mark 1:4). 

But, remember this: John the baptizer must de
crease and Jesus Christ the Son of God must increase 
Qohn 3:30). If John was successful in his mission 
(and he was) just think about how much more can be 
achieved in and through Jesus Christ who is the Son 
of God; true, John the baptist was great (there was 
none greater born among men) however, Jesus is the 
Christ! 

Therefore, if John the baptist could make 
"crooked paths" straight and the "rough places" 
smooth, how much more can be achieved in and 
through the one for whom John the baptist prepared 
the way? 
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Jesus Can Make ucrooked Men" Straight 

Saul of Tarsus was a "crooked man"; true, he had 
lived in all good conscience before God (Acts 23: 1). 
However, that did not distract from the fact that he 
"persecuted the church of God, and wasted it" (Gal. 
1:13). And, it is true that he "destroyed" the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints (Gal. 1:23). 
Saul of Tarsus (according to Paul) was the chief of 
sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). Paul knew what his "old man" 
was and what his "old man" did contrary to the name 
of Christ (Acts 26:9}. However, Paul found grace, 
mercy and forgiveness in and through Jesus Christ. 
How? By believing in Christ and obeying the gospel 
when it was delivered unto him by a gospel preacher 
by the name of Ananias. Yes! Saul of Tarsus had been 
praying, fervently praying three days; without sight, 
without bread, and without water. However he was 
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still crooked! A crooked man praying on straight 
street! 

But, when Saul of Tarsus was immersed in water 
for the remission of sins (Acts 22:16) a "new man" 
rose up out of the water of baptism (Rom. 6:1-5; 2 
Cor. 5: 17). The aposde Paul now walked in the san
dals which Saul of Tarsus once occupied. 

But, what is true with men is also true with 
churches. Let's learn: 

Jesus Can Make "Crooked Churches" Straight 
It is very possible for churches to get off the "straight 
and narrow." In fact, to find proof for such a state
ment is embarrassingly easy; look at the book of Rev
elation. 

The seven churches of Asia were made up of five 
churches which received commendations as well as 
condemnations; save the church at Laodecia, it re
ceived nothing but condemnation. Two churches re
ceived only commendation. The church at Smyrna 
(Rev. 2: 8ff) and the church at Philadelphia (Rev. 
3:7ff) were "caught" doing good. However, such was 
not the case for the other five churches (the churches 
at Ephesus, Pergamus, Thyatira, Sardis and Laode
cia.) 

Jesus Christ commanded the five "crooked 
churches" to repent! Why? Because they were 
no longer "straight!" False doctrines had crept 
in, and nobody was saying anything, nor doing any
thing about that sad fact! (Cf. Rev. 2:14, 20). Then 
there was the church at Laodecia: Apathy, indiffer
ence, lukewarmness, "I'm OK and You are OK" atti
tudes had permeated that congregation! Did Christ 
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praise them for being so "modern," so "hip," so 
"now," so "scholarly?" He did not! He condemned 
them for it. 

You might be wondering where is the "good 
news" in all of this? Well, here it is: The "crooked 
churches" didn't have to remain "crooked"! Even the 
church at Laodecia could bring itself up to the level 
which Christ demands of not only his people, but his 
Body (the church), as well. There was hope, blessed 
hope, even for the "lukewarm" body of believers at 
Laodecia. 

Jesus Christ and his gospel believed, obeyed, and 
continued in will change our "crooked hearts"; 
which will lead to changing our "crooked lives." 
And, when churches (the body of Christ) get side
ways, off the straight and narrow, hopefully and 
prayerfully they will have a man who will be worthy 
of the name, gospel preacher; who will preach and 
teach that which will make the crooked paths straight 
and the rough places smooth (Luke 3:5-6). 
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Thoughts for Women 

by Irene Taylor 

A Gracious Woman 
(The following is an excerpt of a speech delivered by the gracious Mignon Doran to a lady's class at a recent 

Freed Hardeman University lectureship. Thank you, Mignon, for allowing us to reproduce some of your re
marks.) 

A gracious woman is a product of the grace of 
God. The qualities of graciousness are re
vealed in what the apostle Paul wrote Titus: 

The grace of God hath appeared unto all, teaching us 
that ... we should live "soberly, righteously and 
godly in this present world" (Titus 2: 11-12). 

It is therefore, through the process of teaching 
and learning that any of us adopt a pattern of gra
cious living. 

The mature in Christ are the more able to portray 
the quality of graciousness. The apostle Peter admon
ishes the elect to lay aside undesirable traits of behav
ior, and grow by a study of the word of God. Peter 
adds that this you will do "if so be ye have tasted that 
the Lord is gracious." 

Wisdom consists in a careful assessment of our 
capabilities and the development of them to the full-
est. 

A gracious woman is a valiant woman; her essen
tial qualities are expressed beautifully in the follow
ing petition: 

Make me, 0 God, a Valiant Woman -
A woman of principle, 
A woman of prudence, 
A woman of prayer, 
A womanly woman. 

Author Unknown 

"Who can find a virtuous woman? For her price 
is far above rubies" (Prov. 31:10). 

A beautiful chaste woman is the perfect work
manship of God, the true glory of angels, the rare 
miracle of earth, and the sole wonder of the world. 

Females are not born womanly and gracious, but 
they become gracious by mastering everyday chal
lenges. Gracious womanhood is not a gift; it is an 
achievement. 

An important characteristic of a gracious woman 
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is that she has a religious frame of mind. Solomon said, 
''As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he." The gracious 
woman is cheerful and has a merry heart (Prov. 15: 15; 
Phil 4:8). She knows bow to deal with sorrows and 
adversity (Prov. 24: 10; Prov. 4 :5). 

Dorcas was a benevolent woman. She practiced 
and believed, evidently, that service to others was one 
thing that made for purposeful living. She was full of 
good works and almsdeeds (Acts 9:36-41). When she 
died, she was deeply mourned by all who knew her. 

It would have been wonderful to be a neighbor to 
Mary and Martha in the little village of Bethany. 
Jesus visited them often, and they always showed him 
warmth, graciousness, and sincere hospitality. 

We learn a great lesson of love as we read the 
story of Ruth and Naomi (Ruth 1:16-17). 
Love gives life its purpose, meaning and 

direction (1 John 4:7-13). Love involves a constant 
learning about Christ and his way, eliminates the de
tractors to constant growth, and makes us "bigger 
thinkers." 

One does not have to possess a high wattage per
sonality to be gracious. 

Don't worry because you aren't perfect; you have 
plenty of company. 

A gracious woman should keep at her disposal 
four books and use them constantly: the Bible, the 
dictionary, an etiquette book, and a cookbook. 
Women are arbiters of good taste in the family. They 
should be habitual readers. Through their acquired 
knowledge, they may help cause a resurgence for 
quality and meaningful living. Mothers or wives or 
teachers have a strong influence in developing a built
in system for living. A mother's love rules the lives of 
children like the "warm wind of spring delicately 
opens a reluctant bud" (Ezek. 16:44). 



Some dear person in the 18 OOs anonymously 
wrote a poem entitled "The Bridge" expressing fur
ther this truth: 

The way I walk, I see my mother walking, 
The feet secure and firm upon the ground. 
The way I talk, I hear my daughter talking, 
And hear my mother's echo in the sound. 
The way she thought, I find myself thinking, 
The generations linking in a firm continuum 

of mind, 
The bridge of immortality I'm walking, 
The voice before me echoing behind. 

It is a challenge to be a living example (1 Tim. 
4: 12). "Your walk talks" (Prov. 2:20). 

How, then, can we as women promote a much 
needed renaissance for the betterment of society -
religiously and culturally? Good manners are the 
necessary guards of decency. Yet we hear and read 
less about their cultivation than we do about dieting 
and all sorts of things to preserve and enhance physi
cal beauty. 

A gracious woman is a friendly woman (Prov. 
18:24). She makes herself feel good by making others 
feel better. 

She guards her tongue (Prov. 15:4). Her tongue is 
educated to constructive talk. 

A gracious woman is not ashamed to say: 
What a relief it is to perceive one's small but im
portant place in the world with some accuracy. 
To be able to say to oneself and believe it, here I 
am, small but growing, ignorant but learning, 
petty but achieving greater perception, hostile 
and afraid but growing in love and confidence. 

Gracious women accept the challenge to be free 
from smugness and pettiness. Let us be "too big to be 
little." 

A gracious woman is a praying women. If we 
know God well, we talk to him Games 5:19). 

Our task is not small. As Christians we are travel
ing a highway of devotion and dedication. 

We are traveling a spiritual road - "a road less 
travelled." 

Harriet Beecher Stowe said: "The past, the pres
ent and the future are really one. They are today." 

A gracious woman endeavors to live by the rules 
which will make for a more perfect day. 

Rules for a Perfect Day 

Just for today I will try to strengthen my mind 
by reading something that requires effort, 
thought and concentration. 

Just for today I will do somebody a good 
turn and not get found out. 
Just for today I will do a task that needs 

to be done but which I have been putting 
off. I will do it as an exercise in will power. 

Just for today I will dress as becomingly 
as possible, talk low, act courteously, 
be liberal with praise and criticize 
not one bit nor find fault with anything. 

Just for today I will have a quiet half 
hour all by myself and relax. In this 
half hour sometime I will think of God 
so as to get a little more perspective 
in my life. 

Just for today I will be unafraid. 
Especially, I will not be afraid to be 
happy, to enjoy what is beautiful, 
to love and to believe that those 
I love, love me. Author Unknown 
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Potpourri ... 
Our Readers Write 

0 "We really enjoy the Firm Foundation and hope 
you continue OB, Ala.) ... Enclosed is a check for a 
two year subscription. . .. Thank you ... for all the 
hard work you do to put out a very much needed 
paper (SH, Tenn.) .... We do not want to miss a single 
issue (CLH, Tenn.) ..•. I enjoy the Firm Foundation so 
much and am·so proud that some are standing firm in 
the faith" (GA, Ariz.). 

Obituary 
OMilta Newman Shelton died Aug. 13, 1994, at 

the age of 81. She was a teacher of other ladies and 
children and lectured at Abilene Christian University 
and York College. She also taught teacher training 
classes. She was a World Bible School teacher. She is 
survived by her husband, Lynn Shelton of Waldron, 
Ark., who has preached the gospel for more than 50 
years. 

A Permanent Solution 
OMy machine will take off a head in a twinkling, 

and the victim will feel nothing but a sense of refresh
ing coolness. We cannot make too much haste, 
gentlemen, to allow the nation to enjoy this advan
tage ij. L. Guillotin: The French National Assembly, 
1789). 

Women's Ordination 
OThe Christian Reformed Church, at last year's 

synod, voted to approve ordination of women as 
ministers and elders. The decision had to be ratified 
by this years synod. By a vote of 95-to-89, the all 
male delegates voted against ratifying and instructed 
congregation to release any women ordained by June 
1, 1995. 

Dorothy VanHamersveld, of the CRC's Commit
tee for women said the vote separates "the Holy 
Scriptures from the Holy Spirit." She said delegates 
"focused on a few isolated scriptural texts while ig
noring how the Holy Spirit is working through 
women." 

VanHammersveld's statement is a classic case of 
pitting the revealed word of God against some hu
man interpretation of what someone thinks the Holy 
Spirit may be doing. It is pitting human experience 

against the Bible and preferring the former and reject
ing the latter. It is not an uncommon mistake and is 
often made by religious liberals. 

Ken Baker, a CRC delegate, said, "The cleat 
teaching of Scripture prohibits women holding the 
office of minister or elder." The biblical passage most 
often cited by those who object to women's ordina
tion was 1 Timothy 2:12 (Source: Christianity To
day). 

Abuse 
OA Federal program designed to help severely 

disabled children living in poverty is called Supple
mental Security Income. There are many stories of 
how the program is abused. Newsweek (October 31, 
1994) reports: "In Beloit, Wis., a school psychologist 
says a mother of five is coaching her children to 'act 
crazy' to qualify for aid. When a teacher asks the 
woman's 9-year-old son why he is so relentlessly dis
ruptive, he replies, 'If I get better, my mother will 
beat me, because we need the crazy money.'" The 
program is administered by the Social Security Ad
ministration. 

Our Nation's Leader 
0 Hillary Clinton was interviewed by Kenneth L. 

Woodward on her religious beliefs. Some of her re
marks were ... well, unusual. When asked if she 
thought abortion is wrong, she answered that like her 
husband she thinks it is wrong but "I don't think it 
should be criminalized." When asked how she felt 
about referring to God as both He and She, the First 
Lady said, "I'm sort of agnostic when it comes to in
clusive language. I've always thought that language 
was so inadequate to express the mystery and power 
of God. I mean, use He, use She- none of us are (sic) 
capable of really describing who God is." Mrs. 
Clinton is of the opinion that the home and the 
church should distribute condoms to unmarried chil
dren, but if they fail to do so, the schools must do it. 

Willard Collins 
0 Recently brother Willard Collins, past president 

of David Lipscomb University, strongly opposed 
change agents in the church and in particular Rubel 
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Shelly and the Jubilee program of Nashville. Collins 
made the point that the churches of Christ are a res
toration of the New Testament church. Collins said, 
"[T]he church is not a denomination." Collins also 
said that Wineskins magazine, edited by Rubel Shelly, 
Mike Cope, and Phillip Morrison, is liberal and de
structive of restoration principles, which call for 
strict conformity to the Bible standard. The full Wil
lard Collins quotations have been printed in at least a 
dozen brotherhood bulletins and papers. 

Mariner's Point 
@October 21-23, 1994 were the dates for the 

West Coast Jubilee. Rank liberal speakers and leaders 
like Jeff Walling, Keith Lancaster, Willie Sanchez and 
more are promoting a Nashville Jubilee type pro
gram. Folks in California may catch on quicker than 
people in Tennessee that such programs are subver
sive of Christian faith. The Mariner's Point Jubilee 
featured fellowship, games, sand sculpting competi
tion, a volleyball tournament, and worship on the 
beach. Does that sound like the kind of program Pe
ter, Paul, James and John would have endorsed to 
press the claims of Jesus of Nazareth? The rate, by 
the way, was $28 each for individuals and $22 each 
for groups of 15 or more. Now, let's see ... if we can 
draw 3,500 that would be .... oh well, Californians 
can figure, I figure. 
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Higher Education 
OGeorge Roche, president of Hillsdale College, 

wrote: 
It is the moral crisis in American higher educa
tion that makes all other crises pale in compari
son. There has been a concerted effort to destroy 
colleges and universities' in loco paretttis role. 
Ask almost any educator and he will tell you that 
his students' morals and personal conduct are no 
longer his concern. .. . Columbia, Harvard, 
Middlebury College, MIT, Stanford, the Univer
sity of Minnesota, the University of Vermont, 
and Yale already have 'domestic partner' provi
sions that allow gay and lesbian couples to re
ceive insurance and other spousal benefits. The 
University of Vermont has been ordered by the 
state labor relations board to offer these ben
efits. The University of Massachusetts-Amherst 
has defined pedophile (i.e., adults who have sex 
with children) as a 'protected minority' within 
its nondiscrimination code. At Cornell Univer
sity, resident advisor job applicants have been 
forced to watch movies of men engaged in sex to 
be evaluated for 'homophobic' tendencies. 

OThe president of Abilene Christian University 
has recently announced that the school administra
tion cannot take the place of parents (which is what 
in loco parentis means) and that boys and girls who 
frequent "establishments whose primary purposes in
clude the sale and consumption of alcoholic bever
ages and dancing" will not longer be disciplined by 
the school. (The Optimist, Vol. 83, Number 3). 

More Strange Stuff 
OThe Optimist (Sept. 28, 1994) ran a feature ar

ticle written by Debbie Crawford. Now get this! The 
article says: 

Zealous missionaries desiring to communicate 
the passion of the gospel of Jesus Christ have at 
times longed for a new language with which to 
present the intangible and incredible love of God 
for humankind. 

The piece does not say who these missionaries 
are nor where they live. We have an inspired record 
in the Gospels that has served many generations in 
focusing on the love of God and the power of his 
Word. The Optimist writer, however, does not seem 
to think that is good enough. Apparently the faculty 
sponsor is in agreement, seeing he allowed the article 
to be published. Hang on, because that isn't all. It 
gets much worse. 

The article boldly says, "The creators of 
Toymakers Dream have found such language." 

Well, that ought to be front page all across the 
nation. The writers of a play have found language 



superior to the words of revelation to show the great 
love of God for humankind. 

You are by now hanging on every word and are 
most eager to know what this new language is. The 
essay says: 

The powerful presentation, which combines mu
sic, mime and modern dance, took the stage of 
Behrens Auditorium at Hardin-Simmons Univer
sity Friday and Saturday nights. 

The playwright's words and methods are much 
better than Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. As far as 
we know, Matthew didn't even know how to dance, 
much less mime. Paul Lyles, an ACU science major 
from Houston, through his sobs, said, 

I've already cried, realizing the son didn't have 
to come. In the play, the toymaker's son didn't 
have to become a toy. It just puts it all in perspec
tive when you think about it, Lyles said, Christ 
didn't have to come, but he did - to save us. 

Now, if that is not something that no one has 
thought of before now, what is it? I mean, who ever 
understood just from reading the Bible that Jesus 
came to earth because he was willing to do it and not 
because he was forced to do it? We know it now be
cause a toymaker's boy became a toy. Dramatic stuff! 

Crawford goes on: 
The show uses modern dance and mime to tell 
the story of a loving toymaker and his son. The 
toymaker and his son parallel God and J esus 
Christ .... For people who are still searching, this 
is a powerful message. For those who have found 
God, it's an affirmation. 

Okay, folks, we have found a replacement for the 
gospel which is "the power of God to save." I can 
empathize with Lyles - it makes me cry, too, but I 
suspect for a different reason. 

Mania 
@In Thornton, Calif., it was claimed that a stat

ute of the virgin Mary wept and moved her eyes, 
shifted her head and hands ... even strolled about the 
church at night. 

Maybe the statue had just come from a presenta
tion of A Toymaker's Dream and was profoundly 
moved. She and Paul (Lyles, of course) could get into 
an emotional upheaval over the dancing and the 
miming of the Toymaker's Dream and cry together. 
Poor, pitiful Paul! 

Bizarre 
@Gary L. Bauer, president of the Family Research 

Council says: 
The Clinton Administration cont inues to push 

behind the scenes to permit homosexuals to 
serve openly in the military. Believe it or not, on 
September 9, 1994, the Defense Department's 
new gay and lesbian employees' group, GLOBE, 
sponsored a 'celebrate diversity' day. Senior of
ficers were urged to sit through films such as 'On 
Being Gay,' a grossly biased account of the ori
gins of homosexuality. It is hard to imagine a 
more perverse use of our hard-earned tax 
money. 

The Employment Non-Discrimination Act is a bill 
that has already had hearing in the current Congress. 
It is the vanguard of the homosexual agenda. Passage 
of the Act would bar employers from any job-related 
action against an employee because of his/her sexual 
preference or conduct, even when that conduct vio
lates state law, an employer's conscience, company 
policy, or all three. The bill is being ramrodded by 
Senator Edward Kennedy and Representative Barney 
Frank, an avowed homosexual. 

The Reproductive H ealth Equity Act is a bill to 
restore taxpayer-funded abortions under Medicaid. 
The 103rd Congress is tilted in a pro-abortion direc
tion, but the votes have not been there to force tax
payers to pay for the destruction of unborn children. 
The death toll is presently 1.5 million per year. 

Your programs wi ll benefit from th is 
aruacrive, low cost N ew Tesramenr! 
It h as been widely used for Bi ble 
Correspo nd e nce S tudents, 
Personal Work, Miss ion Po ints, 
Prison Min istries and in man y 
other areas of our-reach. 

Share 
The Way Home 

with someone who needs it! 

Order Today - Sample copies $2.00 

T his popular, versatile New Testament is sold in 
boxes of 100 at a special price of $ 100.00 

(includes freight anywhere in U.S.) 

Johnson Publishing 
P.O. Box 100704 • Nashville, TN 37210 
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Faith Healing 
. OAt a faith-healing service held by the late 

Kathryn Kuhlman, at her insistence that "someone" 
was being healed of cancer, a woman got out of her 
wheelchair, took off her back brace, and ran back 
and forth across the stage. The audience thundered 
its approval. Unknown to them, however, the 
woman's cancer-weakened vertebrae collapsed due 
to the strain placed on it, and the woman died pain
fully two months later (Source: Skeptical Inquirer). 

Tragedies of False Memories 

OAmerican psychiatry is awash in claims arising 
from false memories of childhood sexual abuse. No 
one denies that a few children are sexually molested, 
but memories of events that never happened are eas
ily fabricated in the minds of suggestible patients, ac
cording to Martin Gardener. 

0 In Chicago last year, Steven Cook, in hypnotic 
trances induced by Michele Moul, a Philadelphia 
therapist, began recalling sexual attacks by Joseph 
Bernardin - memories Cook thought he had re
pressed for 17 years. Cook filed charges against 
Bernardin. It turned out that Mouls' degree in psy
chology was from a school run by new age guru 
John-Roger, who, according to Time (Mar. 14, 
1994 ), "claims to be the embodiment of a divine 
spirit." Cook recanted and dropped the civil suit. 

Gin 1989, Holly Ramona was suffering from 
bulimia. Marche Isabella, a family counselor, told her 
that 80 percent of bulimia cases arise from repressed 
memories of child abuse - a preposterous claim. Af
ter months of therapy with Isabella, Holly began hav
ing flashbacks of abuse by her father, Gary. After Ri
chard Rose, a psychiatrist, gave her sodium amytal, 
lurid details of these molestations began to take 
shape in her mind. Because of her daughter's charges, 
Gary's wife divorced him and he was fired from his 
job (Source: "Dubious Memories," by Jill Simolowe, 
Time, May 23, 1994). 

The unreasonable claims of the false memory 
practitioners are sickening and a disgrace to the fields 
of psychology and psychiatry. Much of psychology is 
not science but voodoo. 

Twenty-first Century What? 
0 Brother J .E. Choate in a letter to the editor of 

the Firm Foundation wrote: 
You will notice that Prentice Meador Jr., has 

now featured Max Lucado in the current issue of 
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the 21st Century Christian Magazine. In his most 
charming rhetoric, his article is titled 'Come 
See.' As I see it, I focus on brother Lucado's 
statements made in a sermon to his church in San 
Antonio, Texas: 'Many of you know that I have 
no trouble whatsoever with using instruments 
[in worship].' My question is: 'Brother Lucado, 
do you have any problem with your ongoing 
campaign to pied pipe many members of the 
churches of Christ into a little third-rate denomi
nation such as the liberal Disciples of Christ?' 

My statement to Prentice is: 'You are re
garded as a sound gospel preacher in the Nash
ville area by many congregations of the churches 
of Christ.' 

My question to Prentice is: 'What are you 
saying to the brotherhood with your endorse
ment of Max Lucado, and what does this have to 
say about the scriptural integrity of your staff of 
writers? And what message are you seeking to 
convey as the Managing Editor of the magazine?' 

Yeakley 
ODr. Flavil Yeakley's latest booklet, Separating 

Fact from Fiction: a realistic assessment of the 
churches of Christ in the United States, is in print. He 
says churches of Christ, sizewise, are number 10 
among 245 religious groups (fourth place in number 
of congregations). The growth of the churches of 
Christ, according to Yeakley, has never declined -
the church continued to grow during the 80s and 
90s. Only six groups have more missionaries in the 
field than do churches of Christ. The church is not 
losing the majority of her young people. The dropout 
rate is much lower than in many other groups. Yeak
ley wrote, "Most other religious groups have experi
enced far more division than this [churches of Christ] 
- even though most have the authority of a central 
denominational organization with a formal written 
creed to impose conformity." 

This is not a reason to feel satisfied and let up on 
trying to improve. It does show - if Yeakley is right 
- that the hoopla and bellowing about the need to 
change the church because she is sinking has no basis. 
It looks like the change agents are making a power 
grab. If Yeakley is wrong and the church is in as much 
trouble as the change agents say, that still is not justi
fication to abandon Bible teaching in favor of a mar
ket-driven approach to religion. We must vigorously 
promote what is right even if we dwindle down to the 
7000 of Elijah's day or the eight souls of Noah's 
time. Anyhow, brother Yeakley's analysis of the situa
tion is interesting. 



Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Our friends - good or bad - influence us. 
The influence is greater than we realize. A 
classic example is found in David's son 

Amnon. Amnon's friend was Johnadab (2 Sam. 
13:3}. Johnadab was not the right kind of friend. 

Absalom, the son of David, had a fair sister 
named Tamar. Amnon loved her. She was a virgin. It 
seemed hard to Amnon to do anything to her. 
Amnon's friend, Johnadab, was subtle. 

Johnadab told Amnon to pretend to be sick and 
ask his father, David, to send Tamar to visit him. 
While she was in the house, he raped her. Tamar, in 
resisting, said, "Do not force me." 

He did anyway. 
Absalom learned of this, and hated Amnon "be

cause he had forced his sister Tamar." Finally, "after 
two full years," Absalom, at a sheep-shearing, killed 
Amnon (2 Sam. 13). 

Amnon "had a friend!" But for that friend, he 
might not have committed a fearful sin. 

His crime was avenged. 
Another man, who ought to have been at the 

shearing feast, was J ohnadab. He was the friend who 
ruined Amnon. He did not, however, share in the 
punishment. 

"He had a friend." That brief sentence tells the 
story of many who have fallen into sin. The "friend" 
said: "Go ahead and commit fornication; everybody 
else in school is doing it; go ahead and lie and cheat, 
you will not get caught; why not get an abortion, like 
the other young girls?" 

America has had 30 million abortions in the past 
20 years. More than one child in four is born 
to unmarried women. One out of ten is on food 
stamps. 

Child care is a big concern with government to
day. Two-thirds of the women with preschool chil
dren are expected to be working outside the home 
by 1995. Mothers want a safe and stable place to 
leave their children. Should the government provide 
for the physical, mental, and spiritual health of chil
dren? 

"He had a friend!" Many who 
once followed Jesus, but who now 
are without faith and hope, follow 
"a friend." The friend is the reason 
for the backsliding. 

Any number of fine Christian 
young people are lost to the cause of 
Christ because they began running 
around with the wrong crowd. The same thing hap
pens to adults. 

It is very important to choose friends carefully. 
If asked to name the chief peril of the great uni

versities for young men and women who every year 
pour into them, we would say it is the peril of ill-cho
sen friendships. 

We are to render to God "things done in the 
body, according to what he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:1 0). 

"So then each one of us shall give account of him
self to God" (Rom. 14:12). 

Two men were discussing the welfare of a young 
man who they were both trying to save from moral 
rum. 

One said, "Do you think him beyond further 
help?" 

"I am afraid," said the other, "there is, humanly 
speaking, no hope. He is taken with company that 
forbids it." 

A soul lost because of bad friends! 
Who are your friends? Try your friendships. Test 

your friends. Be sure that no man who is not a good 
man can be a good friend. 

"Be not deceived: Evil companionship corrupt 
good morals" (1 Cor.15:33). 

No one should be your intimate friend who will 
not help you on the way to heaven. Above all, culti
vate the friendship of Christ. He is a "friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother" and your Savior (Heb. 
5:9). 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
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Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 

- North Carolina -Directo~ 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 

Finn Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Jacksonville- Lalce Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary Orlando-W'mter Park- South Seminole Church 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. of Christ, 5410 Lalce Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the (407) 657-0657. 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. Plant City - Springhead Church of Christ, 1402 

977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-

-Arkansas-
Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of 
Wed. 7 p.m.J. Robert Brooks, minister <813> 754- Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
1776 or 754-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 Sarasota _ Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. H I'd Inn s 9 30 10 30 6 next to o 1 ay • un. : , : a.m., 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

minister. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-

- California -
Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 Gladstone- 225 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. p.m., call 789-.9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Byron- 3 mi. &om exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 
49 (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. 
Camper hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Call (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

-Indiana-

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pconsylvania Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. OscarP. Craft, minister. (803) 

Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

C central 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., VISalia. 932n. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, corner of 3866,334-3757. 
YampaandVictoryWay.Sun.10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. ..... 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 
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Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell 
Broking, evangelist. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. Home of the Northwest Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. . .... 

Robertson County 
Churc:h of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65- 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-20.91. 

-Texas-
Abilene - Eastside Churc:h of Christ, 805 N. 
Judge Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The 
Bible is our pattern. 



J B•y•owo- Cod" B•yoo Cho«h of Ch•i", 3601 
/ N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 

9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith." 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 :30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 
Karla Sr., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., T omball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p .m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn cast. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 
1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p .m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl 
G. Hecker, preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Terry M. Hightower, preacher. 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p. m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

Waco - Columbus Avenue Church of Christ, 
1525 Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth 
group. 752-9636. 

- Virginia -

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Frank-lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, minister. 
(703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
(703) 382-7777. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. V: mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244: (703) 637-6839. 

- Wyoming 

Sheridan - Northside C hurch of Christ, 58 
West 5th Sr., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-
7903, 672-3097. 

CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especia lly to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-re lated 
maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send a ll correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display 
ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be ca nceled 
by the first of the month to ovoid being charged for the following month . 

Preachers Wanted 
Preacher wanted: Established congregation in 
Central Valley of Calif. is seeking a minister. Must 
be grounded in the faith and sound doctrine of 
Christ. If interested, please contact: Larry Mixon 
(805) 327-2054, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or (805) 399-5995 
after 5 p.m. 

Preacher wanted: Rome Church of Christ, 80-85 
members, good growth opportunity. Need full-rime 
preacher, sound in the faith, no liberal leanings, 
leadership qualities. Contact Gary White, 915 
Lebanon Hiway, Lebanon, TN 37087. (615) 444-
5881 during the day. 

T he Church of Christ in Walsenburg, CO is looking 
for a gospel-reaching preacher who loves the Lord 
enough to work hard and help build a small 
congregation into a self-supporting church. Please 
write Cotton Clay or R.L. Shuman, P.O. Box 327, 
Walsenburg, CO 81089, (719) 489-2305. 

Experienced preacher needed in Sheridan, WY, with 
partial support. Committed ro evangeli sm. 
Congregation 65 & growing. Will consider older, 
retired man with income. Preacher's home, utilities 
& partial support. Send sermon tape, resume, to 
Ralph Crump, 120 N. Park Rd., Sheridan, WY 
82801. (307) 674-9594 eve. 

Evangelist wanted: Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
Pottstown, PA. Congregation of 75 members needs 
sound gospel preacher. House provided, salary, 
utili ties and benefits negotiable. Send resume with 
references and sermon tape ro Charles Smith, 1344 
S. Ke im Sr., Pottstown, PA 19464. Host 
congregation of Southeastern Pa. Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Parker, CO. We are looking for a full-rime preacher 
to help us evangelize a rapidly growing community 
located just outside Metro-Denver. Congregation 
of 40 is self-supporting. Applicants must be 
conservative and have proven soul-winning resume. 
Contact J im Taylor (303) 799-4664; Allan Banta 
(303) 841-7594; or Chuck Boerner (303) 755-
5925. 

Congregation of about 80 members needs sound 
preacher who respects authority of the Bible. Salary 
negotiable. 3-BR, 2 barb house. Call Kenneth 
McMahan after 4:30p.m. (615) 529-2933 or send 
resume ro Watertown Church of Christ, 239 
Central Ave., Watertown, TN 37184. 

Wanted: Sound gospel preacher fo r country 
congregation of 25-30 members. Want someone 
on Social Security. Must like country living. We 
provide very nice 16x60, 3-BR, 2-barh mobile home 
plus salary. Contact William Hettick, (601) 289-
7536 or Rr. 7, Box 182 AB, Carthage, MS 39051. 

For Sale 
Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994) - $17.50 
Rightly Dividing the Word, Vol. I-S 12.50, Rightly 
Dividing the Word, Vol. 11 - $16.50 or set for 
$27.00. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Scripture-based a lternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $50,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians he lping C h ris tians . Ter ry 
Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S. E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal 
for Bible classes for all ages and fo r cottage 
evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and 
power of New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending $11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 
1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

Books by Andrew M. Connally. T he Fundamentals; 
Romans & Galatians; Ephesians & Colossians; 
Dangers of Liberalism; Great Lessons from Acts; 
Hebrews & James; So You Want a Glorified 
Holiday (mission work). $5.00 ea., all ? for S30plus 
shipping($1.05 for one; $2.50 for all). Send prepaid 
orders to Connally Publications, Claudene 
Connally, 204 Shadywood Ln., Seagoville, TX 
75159. 

Reproducible Bible class material. Convenient, 
cost-effective, sound , proven. Free samples. Louis 
Rushmore, 4325 SE Dr., Steubenville, OH 43952, 
(614) 266-2669 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An easy, 
enjoyable , effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or 
more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

For personal libra ry: Looking ro buy early 
brotherhood classics; 19th and early 20th centuries 
(especially debates). Write George F. Beals, 2545 
Madrono, Ann Arbor, MI 48103. 

Typesetting. Quality. Competitive. Specialize in 
books. Complete editing available. Louis Rushmore, 
4325 SE Dr., Steubenville, OH 43952. (614) 266-
2669. 
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• Exploring the Life of Christ (set of 4 workbooks), Allen Robertson .•.•..........•••...•••••• $5.00 set 
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Please send no money. 
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Theology of Silence 
By Wayne Coats 

Long centuries ago the psalmist wrote, "Let the 
redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath re
deemed from the hand of the enemy" (Psa. 

107:2). If there have ever been people blessed as 
much as the redeemed of God, no one knows about 
it. If the redeemed exist today, is it asking too much 
for them to proclaim the foundation of their faith 
before the world? Can the redeemed say so - with
out halting, lisping, and stammering? We are hearing 
often about those who refuse to make even a sem
blance of any sort of effort to defend the faith. 

No one denies that there is a time to be silent, but 
there is a time when silence is sinful. In an era when 
truth is sacrificed on the altars of false gods, is it hon
orable to be silent? Queen Esther opted to take the 
silent path at a time when the Jews were in danger of 
being destroyed. After the strong insistence of 
Mordecai, she dared to risk her life that enlargement 
and deliverance might come for her nation (Esther 
4:14). This was no petty situation, but it was a matter 
of life and death. "If thou altogether holdest thy 
peace, ... thy father's house will perish." 

It is unwise to think that every petulant and mea
ger question, objection or event should be addressed, 
but when crucial issues facing the people of God are 
fanned and flamed, is it unscriptural to deal with 
such matters? Is it seemly for the redeemed to be si
lent? Or should they say so - say something? 

One obvious, radical change is professors and 
administrators in schools operated by brethren re
maining silent in the face of false teaching. I have 

attempted to draw information from administrative 
sources about false teachers and their heretical offer
ings, but seldom do I get an answer to my letter. Can 
the quest for truth be couched in a network of si
lence? 

Students are not permitted to decide if the ques
tions are pertinent, when the professor gives an ex
amination. Gainsayers must not be allowed to decide 
the conditions under which they are answered and 
exposed. After all, they are gainsayers. If the court 
allows the crook to dictate conditions, there will be 
no conviction. The trial itself is useless. 

Adiscerning mind can differentiate between 
truth and trivia. Much that encumbers the 
shallow thinking of myriads of men is noth

ing more than a form of solipsism and is the reducto 
ad absurdum of subjectivism. Solipsism refuses to in
teract or even react toward those seeking discussion 
for truth's sake. We see this horrible spirit at its worst 
in clericalism, with its index drawn up to protect it
self and with little regard for what is right. 

Kangaroo courts, conducted in secret when the 
accused is nowhere to be seen, are evermore handy 
for stifling truth. When liberalism invades the church 
and the schools, clandestine and dishonest tribunals 
develop - similar to cancer nodules covering the 
entire cadaver. Heretical forums and conferences and 
jubilees ventilate destructive criticism in the name of 
positive preaching presented by those who are privi
leged to polish their authoritative badges in "our" 
universities. To ask for an accounting is to meet with 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Giving an Answer 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Truth agrees with itself, being coherent 
and uniform. Error is inconsistent, being 
neither reliable nor steady and lacking in 

a correct logical relation; it is self contradictory 
and, for that reason, is impertinent. 

Truth has nothing to fear from questions. 
The person advocating a position that is correct 
is happy to answer, but error dreads questions. 
The advocate of falsehood cannot afford to answer. The best way 
for investigators to arrive at truth is to ask questions. 

Jesus was a master at answering questions. Irascible critics of
ten confronted Christ with trick and loaded questions. He knew 
they were insincere and hoped to trap him or confuse the issue. 
Still he answered their questions, and usually to the discomfort of 
those who asked, especially the dishonest. 

Once Jesus declined to answer. Chief priests and elders of the 
people came to Jesus in the temple with the question: "By what 
authority doest thou these things?" He had often answered this 
question. His words and his works proved that he was sent from 
his heavenly father. Nicodemus acknowledged, "No man can do 
the signs and wonders which thou Uesus] doeth except God be 
with him." Jesus responded by asking about the baptism of John, 
whether it was "from heaven or of men." They refused to answer 
because they held to error about the matter. Jesus then declined to 
prove again what was already plainly shown. 

That was an exception. Usually, Jesus forthrightly answered 
every question put to him. When he countered with a question, he 
was often ignored because his opponents were unable to answer 
without contradicting themselves. 

Near the end of his life Jesus asked some Pharisees, "What 
think ye of Christ? whose son is he?" They made the mistake of 
saying, "The Son of David." He answered, "How then did David 
call him Lord?" This so bumfuzzled the Jewish leaders that "no 
man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from 
that day forth ask him any more questions" (Matt. 22:46). 

When Jesus answered a question, there was no room for dis
cussion; when he asked, he was met with a stonewall of silence 
because his detractors could not give an answer. Anything they said 
damaged them. Examination enforces truth and destroys error. 

When Jesus was tried by the Sanhedrin, the witnesses against 
him could not agree between themselves, showing they were 
wrong. It appeared that the High Priest and his confederates might 



fail in their attempt to destroy Jesus. They demanded that he tell 
them if he were the Christ. He answered: "If I tell you, ye will not 
believe. And if I ask you, ye will not answer me" (Luke 22:67-68). 
He then answered their question by declaring himself to be the Son 
of God. They would not answer. He d id answer. That is the differ
ence between truth and error. 

Jesus asked questions to show the strength of his teaching and 
the weakness of his opponents. This is a good way to come to a 
better understanding of the word of God. Beware of anyone who 
will not answer questions as you would a grandma with big eyes, 
and ears, and mouth. 

"Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 3: 15). The command 
is to have a right attitude toward God and, therefore, be ever ready 
to give to others a sufficient reason for what you teach and practice 
and what is consequently the reason for your hope. This is to be 
done with meekness toward man and reverence toward God. 
Meekness does not mean spinelessness, but is the opposite of self
ishness. Moses was meek, but he was dogmatic in dealing with the 
errors of Egypt. Jesus was meek but often gave scathing judgments 
and rebukes. He would tolerate no error. He was meek because he 
did not express hatred, nor antagonism to individuals, nor person
ally seek to injure them. 

Aperson ought to be prepared to defend what he says. Jesus 
was ready to give an answer to everyone who questioned 
him. He did not decline to answer because he thought 

those asking the question were trying to trap him. He knew that 
many questions put to him were designed to catch him in his 
words. Still, he did not hesitate to answer. 

Neither did Jesus refuse to answer because the questioners 
were insincere and mean. Many of those who asked Jesus ques
tions had a personal agenda to advance and an evil intent toward 
him. This did not keep h im from answering. 

To refuse to answer when we are examined puts us in the bad 
position of appearing to be unable to answer. It also makes us seem 
to care so little for what we teach that it deserves no justification, 
and of not loving those w ho probe. Adamant refusal to allow our 
teaching to be scrutinized damages and discredits us. 

Refusal to give a reason for what we say shows weakness and 
ignorance. The teacher who is bold to state his position when there 
is no one present to call h im to account, but who cringes and hides 
in the presence of opposition is a discredit to himself and his cause. 

Some are unwilling to give a reason for their hope or an expla
nation of their teaching because they are afraid of possible conse
quences. Jesus before the Sanhedrin answered when pressed even 
though he knew the result would be dire. 

Pilate examined hin·l in detail and became convinced that Jesus 
was innocent. Evidently Jesus responded to his questions and sup
plied him with information. Otherwise Pilate would not have 
fou"nd "no fault in him1' (Luke 23:4, 13, 22). 
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Jesus refused to answer Herod (Luke 23:9). This 
is singular but is explained by the vulgar curiosity of 
the king (Luke 23:8). Nothing Jesus could do or say 
would change the biased opinion of this vain ruler. 
Jesus knew this and locked his lips, fulfilling the 
prophecy that he was brought "as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearer is dumb 
so he openeth not his mouth., Herod was not ques
tioning Jesus about the truthfulness of his teaching. 
There is a great gulf between genuine inquiry de
signed to get at truth and the frivolous questions of 
the insincere. 

Up-front people who understand the power and 
value of truth will gladly accept frank and full discus
sion, including answering questions. 

Those who have something to hide will refuse to 
sustain a discussion and will answer no questions. 
People who are unsure of their position and weak in 
their knowledge will react in anger and arrogantly 
refuse to be examined. This is wrongheaded and un
christian. 

The word translated "answer" in 1 Peter 3:15 
occurs several times in the New Testament. Festus 
told the chief priest of the Jews that it was not "the 
manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, 

before that he which is accused have the accusers face 
to face, and have license to answer for himself con
cerning the crime laid against him" (Acts 25:16). We 
ought to be at least as decent as the Romans and insist 
that no absent person be tried and found guilty. It is 
easy as pie to convict someone who isn't there and 
can speak no word in his defense. Of course, if a per
son is invited to a debate and elects not to come, it 
would be indecent to claim that his public and re
corded statements could not be examined and 
weighed. 

It is not right to get .off in a corner and gossip 
about an absent person. It is also not right for a per
son to attempt to exempt himself and his teaching 
from investigation by hiding. Even the Romans un
derstood this basic principle of justice. 

Paul answered when examined, giving us a good 
example of honest dealing (1 Cor. 9:3). It shows a 
lack of respect for others and for truth to put your 
head under your wing when accused. It gives the ap
pearance of dishonesty, which is always offensive and 
smells bad. 

When Paul was falsely accused in Jerusalem, he 
made a defense (Acts 22:1). That was notable and 
honorable. It suggests a man living "before God with 
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able. He was honest. If, when accused, he had re
fused to give an account, he would have branded 
himself as phony. Those who will not answer ques
tions nor give account for their teaching linger on the 
border of mendacity. In discussing weighty matters of 
spiritual importance and eternal consequence we 
must not act a part nor play games. It is not a matter 
of being cute or cunning but of being honest. 

Paul was grateful to the Philippian brethren be
cause they were partakers with him in his "defense 
and confirmation of the gospel" (Phil. 1: 7). The word 
here translated "defense" is the same word used by 
Peter and translated "answer." It was used by the 
Greeks in a legal sense, as a demand or appeal. Paul 
would not allow his teaching to go undefended when 
it was challenged. He was grateful the saints at Philip
pi stood with him in his vindication of the gospel. 

Liberals have no conviction and are incapable of 
responding to serious inquiry. Bertrand Russell said: 

The essence of the Liberal outlook lies not in 
what opinions are held, but in how they are 
held: instead of being held dogmatically, they are 
held tentatively, and with a consciousness that 
new evidence may at any moment lead to their 
abandonment (Philosophy and Politics, 1950). 

Russell was pra1smg liberalism. He saw truth 
through the eyes of a philosopher and regarded it as 
elusive. He thought this was grand. His notion was 
that you cannot know, and know that you know, any
thing. No certainty. Nothing absolute. That is charac
teristic of all liberals in every arena and explains why 
they will not answer. They are tongue-tied by their 
agnosticism. 

Let [Truth] and Falsehood grapple; who ever 
knew Truth to be put to the worse, in a free and 
open encounter? Oohn Milton in Areopagitica). 

Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free ." But, then, he was no liberal 
philosopher. He said we could know and understand 
and believe truth. True disciples of Jesus have the dig
nity of conviction. They know something. They be
lieve it with all their heart. They do not hesitate for a 
minute to tell you about it. This is why the faithful 
child of God, who is, of course, a devout student of 
the Bible, is "ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you with meekness and fear.'' 
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Theology of Silence 
(continued from page 1) 

cold and silent contempt. One learns not to question 
those who stride among the great. 

When my objections were mailed to a preacher 
who sent out flyers advertising the appearance of a 
liberal Jubilee speaker (that may be redundant) I re
ceived this curt reply, "Forgive us for not knowing as 
much as you know." That is not remotely close to the 
matter at issue. Such overbearing pride reminds me 
of old doll heads filled with sawdust. 

The question is: "Is truth worth ethically discuss
ing, and dying for in a Christ-like way?" 

Don't we realize that "his truth endureth to all 
generations?" (Psa. 1 00:5). Every generation has an 
obligation to search for, attain, and defend truth. It 
should have the sense to benefit from truth preserved 
by the preceding generations. 

When Satan fronted Jesus, a tremendous bribe 
was offered. "All these things [the wealth of the 
world] will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
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worship me" (Matt. 4:9). Jesus was not a university 
president and, consequently, neither fell down to 
worship the red dragon nor was he silent. He entered 
the contest and won a victory. 

If one cannot face up to the wiles of the devil, let 
him step aside. Let one from the ranks of the re
deemed stand forth - someone who will have the 
courage to say so. 

Commitment to truth undergirds the soul. Lovers 
of truth never limply go aside into the broad way of 
compromise. The first sign of compromise is to be 
silent when truth is violated in your presence. 

D o not waste time asking the liberal to debate. 
Liberalism is the echo of an echo. There is 
nothing original in it. It is not worth defend

ing, and its advocates admit this when they seal their 
lips and refuse an honest discussion of ideas. It is in
defensible, desolate and barren. Even a liberal is not 
foolish enough to garrison a wasteland. Liberals will 
never attempt to defend their ideas against compe
tent opponents. 

The silence of liberalism is the result of coward
ice and fear. Instead of the banner of truth, they hoist 
the flag of truce. No worthy cause is served well by 
Machiavellianism. We need men of deep integrity to 
declare, "Take heed therefore that the light which is in 
thee be not darkness" (Luke 11 :35). The best way to 
recognize a professing dispenser of light who is full 
of dismal, dreadful, destructive darkness is to see if 
he has sufficient conviction to openly discuss what he 
presents. "If therefore the light that is in thee be dark
ness, how great is that darkness" (Matt. 6:23). 

Protectionism provides a bushel under which to 
place the candle of truth. Many university professors 
and presidents, claiming the divine right of kings, are 
consumed by a theology of silence. Silence is admis
sion. 705 Hillview Dr. 

Mt. Juliet, 7N 37122 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 

Postage Appreciated 

- Elbert R. Garretson-

Fp 

1210 9th Ave. • Delano, CA 93215 • (805) 721-8925 



Gap Trap 
By Ted J. Clarke 

Many Christians are concerned that if we do 
not reconcile the Bible's account of cre
ation with theories demanding an ancient 

earth, that the scientific community will disrespect 
the Scriptures. Since God is the author of both true 
science and the Bible, the two will never contradict 
each other, although one's misunderstanding of ei
ther or both may seem to create a conflict between 
the two. We should not be too quick to jump when 
science makes some claim nor scurry to adapt the 
Bible to the latest scientific theories. Supposition is 
different from proof. 

There is such a thing as "oppositions of science 
falsely so called" (1 Tim. 6:20). Pseudo-science con
tends that the earth is billions of years old and that 
life on earth developed over an enormous period. It 
is asserted that this can be proved by studying the 
earth's geologic layers. Some Christians, anxious to 
honor the claims of false science without meaning to 
dishonor the Bible, have sought to find ways to rec
oncile Genesis 1: 1-31 with this so-called scientific 
fact. Instead of accepting the obvious teaching of 
Genesis 1, that earth and all that is in it was created 
in six literal days, these folks try to squeeze the vast 
amounts of time demanded by spurious science into 
the creation record of Genesis. 

There are two places in Genesis 1 where time is 
forced into the text. The first is immediately after 
verse one, where it is said that there must have been a 
gap of billions of years between the time God "cre
ated" the heaven and earth (vv. 1-2), and the time 
when God began to "make" or refashion the earth 
for man (vv. 3-31). 

It is alleged but not proved that heaven and earth 
evolved over an eon or two. Then God super':'ised an 
evolution of vegetable and animal life from simple to 
more complex forms, culminating in the appearance 
of humankind. There is not one iota of proof for the 
evolutionary hypothesis of creation. The only evi
dence is bald-faced assertion. Those who accept that 
the origin of the species can be explained by evolu
tion are leaping in the dark with sightless faith in 
their brash claims. 

Another suggestion is that God destroyed a previ
ous creation. Fossils in earth's strata are thought to 
suggest this former creation. A vast gap of time is 
supposed to exist between Genesis 1: 1 and the rest of 
the chapter. 

Are There Two Creations in Genesis One? 

A straightforward reading of the first chapter of Gen
esis leaves no room for the trillions of years that the 
evolutionary process demands. There are words in 
each verse of the "first day" section (vv. 1-5) which 
connect the sentences to each other in a progression 
of thought that excludes any break for a time-gap. 
The earth mentioned in verse one is emphasized 
again in verse two; the darkness in verse two is con
trasted with the light in verse three; the light in verse 
three is divided from the darkness in verse four: and 
light was called Day and darkness was called Night in 
verse five, ending the first day. There is no pause in 
progression to allow for the eons that evolutionism 
requires. 

The "ruin and reconstruction" theory has no ba
sis other than the fertile imagination and stimulated 
fancy of its advocates. 

The phrase "without form and void" does not 
mean the state of something brought to ruin. Those 
words can mean something not formed or useful, and 
empty. In the opening chapter of Genesis they mean 
that when God created the elements they were "un
formed and unfilled." Earth was a work in progress, 
formed and filled in the rest of the process of cre
ation, described in the remainder of the chapter (see 
the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, Vol. 
2, edited by Harris, Archer, & Waltke, [Moody Press, 
1980], pp. 964-965). 

The Jewish Publication Society of America's 
Bible says, "Now the earth was unformed and void" 
(Philadelphia, 1917/1964). Oswald T. Allis captures 
what must be the true design of this creation chapter: 

The first objection to this theory is that it throws 
the account of Creation almost completely out 
of balance. To regard the words of Genesis 1:1 as 
a brief statement {or heading) which is amplified 
in the rest of the chapter makes this entire chap-
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ter deal with the original creation. But when 
verse one is regarded as stating or announcing
it does not describe in any way- an original cre
ation which was reduced to desolation (verse 2) 
and restored in six days (verses 3-31), the char
acter of the chapter is radically changed. It be
comes almost wholly an account not of the cre
ation, but of the re-creating or repairing of that 
original creation. This is the most obvious objec
tion to this interpretation. It seems improbable 
that an original creation which according to this 
theory brought into existence a world of won
drous beauty would be dismissed with a single 
sentence and so many verses are devoted to what 
would be in a sense merely a restoration of it 
(God Spake By Moses [Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1951], p. 153). 

Moses said in Exodus 20:11, "For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is." P. 0. Box 251 

Mammoth Spring, AR 72554 
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Summary 
of Debate 

By Victor M. Eskew 

Last March I met Mr. Tim Wilbanks of the 
Middleton Pentecostal Tabernacle on the de
bate platform. My moderator was Stephen 

Wiggins of Montgomery, Alabama. Billy Lewis of 
Memphis, Tennessee, was the moderator for Mr. 
Wilbanks. 

The three topics discussed were: 1) the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost, 2) the number of persons in the 
Godhead, and 3) baptism in the name of 1 esus only. 
This article may help to understand the fallacy of 
Pentecostal doctrine. 

We stressed that there is one baptism to which 
people today must submit. Paul taught "one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism" (Eph. 4:5). Wilbanks insisted 
on three baptisms - water baptism, Holy Spirit bap
tism, and baptism in fire. He implied that Paul con
tradicted Hebrews 6:2. He failed to consider that 
while the Bible speaks of many baptisms, Paul's one 
baptism shows that all the others were terminated 
and water baptism alone continues. 

The United Pentecosal position that baptism is to 
be administered in the name of Jesus only is con
demned by Matthew 28: 19, where 1 esus said, "Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." We asked Mr. Wilbanks, "Is it sinful for one 
to baptize using only the wording of this verse?" Mr. 
Wilbanks' answer was: "It is false teaching to use the 
wording of Matthew 28:19, as the apostles never 
used it." 

Our love for lost souls and respect for the truth 
compels us to confront religious error and exalt Bible 
teaching. This is done with malice toward none, but 
in a sincere desire to know the truth and help others 
discover the narrow way that leads to life. 

Rt. 1, Box 39-Bi 
Pocahontas, TN 38061 
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Of Scholars and Scholarship 
By Lindell Mitchell 

I 
am hesitant to approach this subject. I will be 

publicly ridiculed by scholarly "wannabes." 
Their professors will disdainfully dismiss me in 

their classes and ridicule me in the teachers' lounge. 
But my words are true, and you will never see a co
herent refutation of them. Truth endures even when 
presented by a country preacher. 

What Is It? 

The multiplicity of conflicting statements about 
scholarship is confusing. Numerous voices inces
santly babble about it in incomprehensible language. 
There is even an annual "Christian Scholars Confer
ence" dominated by some of the most obscure bab
blers among us. Men calling themselves "scholars" 
gather in somber assemblies to read papers to one 
another filled with words like ignominious. I am told 
it is quite impressive. 

The conflicting uses of the terms scholar and 
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scholarship require that a definition be provided 
here. Webster's Tenth Collegiate Dictionary defines a 
scholar as "one who has done advanced study in a 
special field: a learned person." Scholarship is de
fined as " [t]he character, qualities, activity, or attain
ments of a scholar." I define a scholar as a student 
who investigates questions thoroughly, organizes 
data logically, d raws conclusions demanded by the 
facts, and argues his case effectively. Scholarship is 
the disciplined, logically organized, rationally pur
sued acquisition of truth, and the coherent communi
cation of truth. 

To produce scholars engaging in legitimate schol
arship, schools must have a clear objective. In his ex
cellent book, Inside American Education: The De
cline, The Deception, The Dogmas, Dr. Thomas 
Sowell says: "The purpose of education is to give the 
student the intellectual tools to analyze, whether ver
bally or numerically, and to reach conclusions based 
on logic and evidence." He notes that attempts by 
schools and universities to encompass far more than 
they can handle are an important factor in why they 
are handling education so poorly. 

Most of What Parades as Scholarship 
Is Not Scholarship. 

The church of Christ is being assaulted by a group of 
pseudo-scholars determined to change the unchange
able to fit their notion of what is relevant. They never 
tire of lambasting those who nurtured and trained 
them. We are constantly warned to accept their un
substantiated assertions or die. We are ridiculed as a 
worthless relic, no more significant than a flea on the 
back of a big dog. According to Rubel Shelly, that is 
not the worst of our problems. He says we are 
quickly becoming as irrelevant as a dust mite, on the 
back of a flea, on the back of a big dog. 

After more than a decade of listening to the 
change agents, I question how such unmitigated arro
gance can parade under the banner of scholarship. 
How can such unvarnished absurdity be taken seri
ously? C. Leonard Allen's The Cruciform Church 
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ridicules rational thinking. How can graduates of ac
credited universities give credence to Darryl Tippens' 
claim to be blown about by the Holy Spirit like a cool 
breeze? Why will parents sacrifice to send their chil
dren to a school like Abilene Christian University 
where Andre Resner will tell them the Lord's mother 
was "another sexually questionable woman"? Why 
do parents defend an institution, claiming to be 
Christian, which publicly states that it will not re
strict students from frequenting bars and dance halls? 
How could the administration and board of directors 
at ACU allow Douglas Foster to fabricate a quote -
falsely attributing it to David Lipscomb in a futile at
tempt to sustain his aberrant views on baptism? Fur
ther, how could the academic community tolerate 
such a blatant violation of literary protocol, espe
cially his alma mater- Vanderbilt University? 

These sorts of questions have troubled me con
siderably in recent years. I now understand that 
much of the problem lies in the poor quality of train
ing received by the current cadre of "scholars." Many 
of these people have spent their entire adult lives be
ing subjected to what they were assured was an "edu
cation." In reality, much of it was touchy-feely psy
chobabble! 

Now they have arrived at middle-age armed with 
postgraduate degrees. Their professors assured them 
that they are, in fact, educated men with something 
important to say. Consequently, they are busily say
ing it. Sadly, they were lied to about being educated, 
and much of what they are parroting is erroneous. To 
complicate matters, parents sending their children to 
the compromised universities are afflicted with the 
same disease. 

N oted author and educator, John Taylor 
Gatto, in Dumbing Us Down: the Hidden 
Curriculum of Compulsory Schooling, says 

modern schools were largely designed by Horace 
Mann, Sears, and Harper of the University of Chi
cago and by Thorndyke of Columbia Teachers Col
lege and others to be instruments of the scientific 
management of a mass population. Mr. Gatto also 
says that modern schools are intended to produce, 
through the application of formulas, formulaic hu
man beings whose behavior can be predicted and 
controlled. He contends that school as it was built is 
an essential support system for a model of social en
gineering that condemns most people to be subordi
nate stones in a pyramid that narrows as it ascends to 
a terminal of control. This is a fundamental betrayal 
of the American Revolution, but it is what we have. 
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Gatto argues that the economy students currently 
expect to live under would not survive a generation 
of young people trained to think critically. I do not 
know if Gatto is right about the economic system, 
but I do know that most people, even scholars, do 
not think critically. 

I I across the nation, school curriculum has 
been invaded by psychological-conditioning 
programs which waste time needed for intel

lectual development. They also promote an emotion
alized anti-intellectual development. They also pro
mote an emotionalized anti-intellectual way of re
sponding to challenges. Tragically the psycho-thera
peutic curriculum also systematically undermines the 
parent-child relationship and the shared values nec
essary to civilized existence. 

Thomas Sowell observed, "Too many American 
schools are turning out students who are not only in
tellectually incompetent but also morally confused, 
emotionally alienated, and socially maladjusted." 
More than a few of them are now tenured university 
professors. 

American Eclucation Has Been Undermined. 

American education has been seriously undermined 
by a legion of perverse dogmas and hidden agendas. 
According to Sowell they fall into two categories -
dogmas about education and dogmas about society. 
Buzzwords like "self-esteem," "diversity," "inclu
sion," and "role-models" dominate educational 
policy with no evidence to validate the beliefs they 
represent. Likewise, sweeping notions about societal 
management and how life should be lived be
come dominant among leading educators with no re
quirement of empirical verification. Much of the 
world-saving curriculum is pushed by outside inter
ests intent on getting their messages into the class
rooms. 

For example, Sowell notes that a pharmaceutical 
company which manufactures birth control products 
supplies thousands of so-called "sex-education" kits 
to high schools. Such commercial interests are joined 
by psychological experimenters, disarmament advo
cates, crusaders for world population control and 
countless other "causes." They have invaded our 
classrooms absorbing time desperately needed to 
teach our children to read, write, calculate, and think 
critically, rather than mindlessly to repeat propa
ganda. 

In the universities, the world-saving agendas are 
even more blatantly pushed. Whole departments 



have been created to promote particular causes un
der names like "environmental studies," "peach stud
ies," and various "ethnic studies." 

Brainwashing is a major objective in many mod
ern schools and universities. Critics have rightly ob
jected to particular ideas that students are being 
brainwashed with -whether homosexuality, animal 
rights, deconstructionism, psycho-therapeutic non
sense, or a thousand other trendy issues - but the 
core problem is the brainwashing itself. Even if all the 
notions students are being brainwashed with were 
100 percent true (and they are not!), memorizing 
other people's propaganda is not learning to think 
for yourself. 

The Issue Is Not "'Imbalance." 

The issue is not "imbalance," as some conservatives 
have claimed. Simply adding more teachers from the 
right, brainwashing as vigorously as those on the left, 
will never solve our educational problem. It will not 
produce scholars. The brainwashing and propagan
dizing must cease, and students must be taught to 
think critically if we are to produce scholars. 

Christians must understand that the "scholars" 
crusading to change the church profess a competence 
they do not possess. Lacking the intellectual tools to 
logically evaluate information, their susceptibility to 
non-intellectual fads is understandable. What is less 
understandable is why mature brethren allow them
selves to be intimidated by such pretensions of "ex
pertise." 

The evidence of their banal incompetence is 
overwhelming. The changes they insist on did 
not grow out of careful biblical analysis. The 

change agents appear driven by an overwhelming 
need to mimic their denominational mentors. Any
one reading in the wider academic communities, 
knows the issues facing us have been imported from 
outside biblical thought. If our scholars were engag
ing in academic dialogue characterized by a zealous 
defense of the faith, their work would be praisewor
thy. If they were equipping our youth to defend 
themselves intellectually, emotionally, and spiritually, 
their work would be worthy of support. Instead we 
see too many of them aping the intellectually bank
rupt, morally confusing, emotionally debasing non
sense in vogue on university campuses in a "monkey
see-monkey-do" fashion. We hear them approvingly 
cite the philosophies that have brought society to the 
brink of disintegration. 

For example, "scholars" among us seek to apply 

the basic principles of an especially "goofy philoso
phy" called "deconstructionism" to biblical interpre
tation. In his book Impostors in the Temple, Marrin 
Anderson observes: "The school of thought called 
'deconstruction' holds the view 'that language is al
ways so compromised by metaphor and ulterior mo
tives that a text never means what it appears to 
mean." 

Such a system is obviously absurd. It should be 
understood that deconstructionism grows out of a 
long line of silly philosophical systems seeking to es
tablish ethics (a system of right and wrong) without 
God. Iris Murdock, professor at Oxford University, 
England, noted in The Sovereignty of Good that "[i]t 
is not such a long step from Kant to Nietzsche to ex
istentialism." Ravi Zacharias further observed in Can 
Man Live Without God?: "When existentialism spent 
itself, the deconstructionists dismantled all that was 
left." These anti-theistic systems removed all points 
of reference and left their devotees adrift on the sea 
of lust. Clearly deconstructionism has no common 
ground with Christianity. It has no validity in time 
and space. Deconstructionism is the paradigm of the 
psychotic madman. Why would any rational sentient 
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being deliberately dive into the abyss of insanity? 
What parent would pay to have his children's mind 
muddled with such unmitigated nonsense? 

Yet Darryl Tippens, literature teacher at Abilene 
Christian University, presented a paper at a "Chris
tian Scholars Conference" speaking of the "useful 
contributions of deconstruction to our task as read
ers and interpreters." He wrote: 

Deconstructionists challenge our naive faith in 
the power of language to reflect reality .... They 
teach us the all-important activity of herme
neutics .... In the words of Stanley Fish, interpre
tation is the 'only game in town. ' ... Texts have 
no independent status; they always already exists 
in a symbionic [sic) relationship with readers .... 
Deconstruction causes one to differentiate essen
tial Christianity from its extraneous elements. 
Perhaps we have unwittingly confused Aristote
lian logic or eighteenth century rationalism with 
biblical faith . ... In its best light, deconstruction 
causes a climate for faith by fostering a healthy 
skepticism about our capacity to know reality. 

Tippens proceeded to acknowledge that decon
struction is not compatible with Christianity but 
dived back into it attempting to present a decon
structionist view of belief and knowledge. He said, 
"We begin, like Augustine, with faith in the possibil-
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ity of knowing something that cannot be known." He 
attempted to extricate himself from the dilemma of 
"know-nothingness" by claiming that through "spiri
tual illumination, we can transcend the hermeneutic 
circle." Tippens said he could "by faith" testify that 
he has encountered and experienced the Divine, the 
"transcendental signified." 

The double-talk boils down to this: You cannot 
read the Bible and learn the truth. You must have a 
mystical encounter with the Divine to illuminate 
your understanding and insure valid conclusions. Or 
at the very least, you must know a "scholar" who has 
experienced such an other-worldly encounter. He· 
will do "controlled exegesis" and offer guidance. The 
tragedy is that examples of such scandalous, outra
geous concepts being taught at ACU and other 
"Christian" universities could be greatly multiplied. 

Christians must understand that it takes more 
than big words to be a scholar. One must do more 
than multiply citations from big thick books and 
haughty journals to engage in scholarship. Prodigious 
footnotes accompanied by a padded bibliography 
does not insure the scholarly merit of a literary pro
duction. 

This is not an apologetic for shallow thought, 
sloppy research, and inadequate preparation. Jesus 
demanded that we love God with all our heart and 
with all of our mind. He said that this was the great
est commandment in the Law (Matt. 23:3 7). Paul's 
long years of study enabled him to understand Athe
nian philosophers, poets, and rabbinic scholars. His 
preparation helped him play a pivotal role in spread
ing the gospel in the first century. We must follow his 
example of rigorous study and thorough prepara
tion. But we must studiously avoid becoming wise in 
our own conceits (Rom. 12: 16). We must reject those 
who call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness 
for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter (Isa. 5 :20). We must not 
follow the Athenians' example of spending all our 
time telling or hearing something new (Acts 17:21). 
To learn continually and never come to a knowledge 
of the truth is futile. Therefore, let us prove all things 
and hold fast to that which is good (1 Thess. 5 :21). 
Jesus said, "If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly 
my disciples" Gohn 3:31). His words are spirit and 
life Gohn 6:63); abide in them and you will be a true 
scholar. 
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Repentance 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 

A. Repentance is a conspicuous New Testament command. 
1. John the baptist told the people to repent (Matt. 3:2). 
2. Jesus made the same demand (Matt. 4:17). 
3. The twelve preached the need for repentance (Mark 6:12). 
4. Jesus taught that we must repent or we will perish (Luke 13:3, 5). 
5. Repentance is a condition of salvation in the New Covenant (Acts 2:38; 3:i9; 17:30; 26:20). 

B. Repentance is required of wayward children of God in the New Testament. 
1. Simon of Samaria was told to repent of his wickedness (Acts 8:22). 
2. The wicked church at Ephesus was told to repent "or else" (Rev. 2:5). 
3. Those at Pergamos who held to the hated doctrine of the Nicolai tans were to repent or be found 

fighting against Jesus (Rev. 2:16). 
4. The churches at Thyatira and Sardis and Laodecia were told to repent (Rev. 2:21-22; 3:3; 3:19). 

C. Without repentance there can be no eternal salvation for "all sin and fall short of the glory of God." 

II. Nature of Repentance. 
A. Repentance is a change of mind. The mind is the place of moral deliberation and controls actions. 

1. Repentance is a hard command for men to obey. 
2. It deals with the will of man. Humankind are by nature stubborn and rebellious. 
3. "Humanness" is indicative of weakness, imperfection, and fragility. A part of that frailty is the 

human indisposition to admit error and sin. 

B. There must be conviction of sin before there can be repentance of wrong. 
1. No one will repent until he is convinced he needs to do it. 
2. Peter proved to the multitude that Jesus is both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36). He accused them of 

killing the "Lord of glory" by the hands of wicked men (Acts 2:23). 
3. They were convicted of their sinful act (Acts 2:37). They wanted to know what to do (Acts 2:37). 
4. They were told to repent and be baptized to receive remission of sins (Acts 2:38). 

a. Note: repentance is something we do and not something done to us. 
b. Many of the people immediately obeyed the command to be baptized, showing they repented 

(Acts 2:41). The repentance was a change of mind; the baptism was an expression of their repen
tance. 

C. Fear often brings repentance. 
1. It is not unworthy to fear the Almighty and the judgment. 

a. A person who sins willfully, after receiving a knowledge of saving truth, has only "a certain 
indignation, which shall devour the adversaries" (Heb. 10:27). 

b. It is not wrong for us to consider that Jehovah is a God of vengeance, who will recompense 
every unforgiven sin, and judge his own people (Heb. 10:30). 

c. "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (Heb. 10:31). 
d. We are to serve God with both reverence and godly fear: "For our God is a consuming fire" 

(Heb. 12:28-29). · 
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e. To leave the impression that sinners are not to dread God is a perversion. 
2. Paul declared that "all men everywhere" are to repent in view of a coming judgment (Acts 17:30-

31). 
3. The thought of the final judgment should give us pause and arouse repentance. 

a. Paul did not hesitate to preach a coming judgment in a way that terrified sinners (Acts 24:25). 
b. "Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men" (2 Cor. 5: 11). 

D. Godly sorrow produces repentance. 
1. When we contrast the gentle goodness of God with our waywardness, it should cause us to "get a 

new mind." 
2. God loved us and sent his Son to die for us when we were yet sinners (Rom. 5:8; John 3:16). 
3. Godly sorrow "brings a repentance that is not to be repented of" (2 Cor. 7:8-10). 

a. When the sinner thinks about his crimes against God and man, and understands that God is the 
source of all blessings, he will repent. 

b. We need to agonize over our sins. 
c. Repentance is a decision to stop doing wrong and begin doing right. 

4. The goodness and wrath of God lead to repentance (Rom. 2:4-6). 

E. Repentance produces reformation and restitution. 
1. John commanded the people to bring forth fruit worthy of repentance (Luke 3:8). 
2. Peter told some to "repent and turn again" (Acts 3: 19). There is a difference in repentance and its 

fruit - between repenting and turning again. 
3. Jesus commended Zacchaeus who made restitution when he repented (Luke 19:1-10). 
4. Repentance involves making it right with those against whom we have sinned, especially those of 

the household of faith (Matt. 5:23; James 5:16). 11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 5. Repentance ennobles and strengthens us. 

CLASS MATERIAL 

What others have said: 
• "Above all it is true-to-Bible teaching." 

Garland Elkins- Memphis, Tenn. 

• ''These studies address the basic themes so needed 
today .... I heartily commend it." 

Winfred Clark -Athens, Ala. 

• "Quality, graded material ... founded upon the 
teachings of God's Word." 

Lester Kamp • Baytown, Texas 

Ask for a sample pack and a listing 
of aU the lessons in this 3-year series. 

••••• 
Finn Foundation 

P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 
1-800-572-3619 

Bouseparents Needed 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 
Bouseparents 

-Medina Children's Home-
Route 16, Box 75 • Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 
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Midwestern 
school of Preaching 

~ 
0 2-year course of study 
o Study entire Bible text 
o Practical and foundational fields 

fully covered 
o Wives program 
o Annual evangelistic campaigns 
o Yearly student lectureship in June 
o Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 259-3875 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 
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Missionary Page 

Teach the Children 
By Albert Gardner 

At what age were you born from above? Most 
people obey the gospel and become Christians 
before they are 20. Some obey in later life. 

Still, the danger of not obeying is greater as we grow 
older. Surely, the Lord will accept us at any age when 
we truly repent. He will receive us at the last minute. 

There is a best time to do everything. There is a 
best time to get an education, marry, get a job, and 
save for old age. One can get an education after he 
has family responsibilities, but there is a best time to 
do it. The best time to obey God is in youth. "Re
member now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them" (Eccl. 12:1). 

Waiting to obey brings the risk that one will be
come hardened by sin and will lose the desire to obey. 
Paul tells Timothy that some have their "consciences 
seared with a hot iron" (1 Tim. 4:2) . Their con
science was no longer tender and sensitive. The Gen
tiles are described as "being past feeling have given 
themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all un
cleanness with greediness" (Eph. 4: 19). 

Since most patterns for life are set in youth, we 
ought to spend money and time trying to teach and 
reach the young. We need to redouble our efforts for 
our Bible school program, vacation Bible schools, 
Christian camps, Christian schools and other ways to 
influence children. 

Every age deserves to hear the gospel, so we must 
not cease trying to reach any age simply because the 
reception is not good. Whether rich or poor, black or 
white, sick or well, tall or short, fat or thin, everyone 
must hear and obey the gospel to be saved. 

In making short teaching trips to India, whi le 
waiting for night services to begin in the villages, the 
children in great numbers will come. I have stressed 
to the preachers that they should teach the children. 
If they teach them, and they become Christians, es
tablish Christian homes, and their children become 
Christians and marry Christians, a chain reaction has 
been set up that will bear much fruit. 

If we fail with the children we can come to the 
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same conditions Israel had after the 
death of Joshua. "And also all that 
generation were gathered unto their 
fathers: and there arose another gen
eration after them, which knew not 
the Lord, nor yet the works which he 
had done for Israel" Gudges 2:10). 
There is only one generation be- .__ _ ___:...:..::a.:=-u 

tween the true church and total apostasy! 
Parents have the first responsibility to teach their 

children, and many are doing a good job of it. ''And 
ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord" (Eph. 6:4). We need fathers in leadership in 
the family and in the training of their children. 

It has always been the case that the older should 
train the younger; the strong should help the weak. 
One generation is to teach the next generation about 
God, his works, and laws. "We will not hide them 
from their children, showing to the generation to 
come the praises of the Lord, and his strength, and 
his wonderful works that he hath done. For he estab
lished a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in 
Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they 
should make them known to their children: That the 
generation to come might know them, even the chil
dren which should be born; who should arise and 
declare them to their children: That they might set 
their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, 
but keep his commandments: And might not be as 
their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a 
generation that set not their heart aright, and whose 
spirit was not steadfast with God" (Psa. 78:4-8). 

It distresses me to see so few young people at gos
pel meetings. This points up a serious problem. Some 
church leaders seeing the problem have turned to 
recreation for the answer, but that is the wrong solu
tion. Recreation won't save; only the gospel will 
save. Recreation may give thrills, but the gospel will 
change lives. 

We must not fail the children! P.O. Box 2608 
Lumberton, NC 28359 
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Ninth Annual 
Shenandoah Lectureship 

February 17-20, 1995 

Friday, February 17 
9:00-9:45 a.m ..................... Contrasting Translation Motives and Methods .................................. Bill Towry 

10:00-10:45 a.m ..................... The Bible Doctrine of Inspiration ............................................... Roy C. Deaver 
11 :00-11 :45 a.m ....................• A History of Restoration Translations ..........•........••.......••... David B. McElwain 

1 :30-2:15 p.m ............•..•.•..• Texts and Manuscripts of the Old Testament .................................... Jim Laws 
2:30-3:15 p.m .•................... The NWT: How NOT to Translate the Bible ................................... Tyler Young 
3:30-4:15 p.m .......•............• A Review of the NKJV ................................................................ J.D. Sweeten 
7:00-7:45 p.m ..................... Did Jesus Uphold Thought or Word Inspiration? ..........•.......•••.• Michael Light 
8:00-8:45 p.m ..................... Crucial Verses Mistranslated ...................................................... Gary Henson 

Saturday, February 18 
9:00-9:45 a.m ....•••..........•••• The How and Why of Textual Criticism ..•...••••.••.•.•••••..•••••........ David P. Brown 

1 0:00-1 0:45 a.m .............••...... An Evaluation of the Good News Bible {TEV) ..•••.................•.•••••.• Tom Snyder 
11:00-11:45 a.m •.................... A Review of the 1901 American Standard Version ........••....... Keith B. Cozort 

1:30-2:15 p.m .......•............. A Review of Some Roman Catholic Versions ............................... John Moore 
2:30-3:15 p.m ..................... A Review of the NASB ............................................................... Denny Petrillo 
3:30-4:15 p.m ..................... A Critique of Nida's Dynamic/Functional Equivalence •.••.....••... Kevin Cauley 
7:00-7:45 p.m ...........•......... How to Use Strong's Helps ............................•.•.•••.•••••••••.•.•••••••••••.. Bob Berard 
8:00-8:45 p.m ..........•.......••• Preaching Values From New Translations of the N. T. ••••••••••••••••• Lester Kamp 

Sunday, February 19 
9:30-10:15 a.m ...•................. Choosing a Translation Without Being a Scholar •...................... Gene Burgett 

10:30-11:15 a.m ..................... The Ultimate Translation ................................................................ Steve Lloyd 
1:30-2:15 p.m ..•...•.............. The Right and Wrong Uses of a Paraphrase .............•...•.•.•••••.••• Dub McClish 
2:30-3:15 p.m .•........•.......... No Translation Without Preservation ....................................... Gary L. Grizzell 
3:30-4:15 p.m ..................... A Defense of an Eclectic Text .............••.•.....••.••••••••.•.•.•....... Jackie Stearsman 
7:00-7:45 p.m ..................... A Review of the NIV ............................................................ Gary W. Summers 
8:00-8:45 p.m ..................... Bible Translation on the Mission Field ................................... Bruce Daugherty 

Monday, February 20 
9:00-9:45 a.m ............•........ The KJV Debate: a Response ................................................. Weylan Deaver 

1 0:00-1 0:45 a.m ...••••.............. Hermeneutics and Bible Translation ............................................ Dick Sztanyo 
11 :00-11 :45 a.m •••.••.••.•••...•.•.. A Review of the Modern Language Bible ..................................... Tom Blewett 

1 :30-2:15 p.m ....................• What About Mark 16:9-20? ................................................ Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
2:30-3:15 p.m ..................... The Inerrancy of the Autographs ............................................. Curtis A. Cates 
3:30-4:15 p.m ..................... A Review of the RSV ............................................................... Kenneth Ratcliff 
7:00-7:45 p.m ..............•...... A Review of the King James Version ...................................... Robert Sweeten 
8:00-8:45 p.m ..................... Can Elders Decide Versions Used by Churches? •••.•••••••••.••••••. Darrell Conley 

Order your cassettes, books, and videos. We will send and bill. 
Exhibits • Spaces for RV's 

-Terry M. Hightower, Director-

-Shenandoah Church of Christ-
11 026 Wurzbach Road • San Antonio, Texas 78230-2590 • (21 0) 696-5532 

Don't miss this power-packed four days/ 
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Cincinnati Revisited 
(Editor's note: Last month we printed a press re- and his family, and devotion to the unity of the broth-

lease about preachers and elders in Cincinnati, Ohio, erhood of Christ mandate that ACU should grant 
making a request that ACU work with them in pre- "equal time" to those of us who wish to voice the 
senting a program showing that instrumental music in position of the founders of the university. 
worship of God is sinful. Following is a copy of a reso- . . . . . (Editor's comment: Royce Money, president of 
lution adopted by the Cincinnati group on Dec. 5, · · 1icu has written to the brothers in Cincinnati dec/in-
1994, repeating its request.) ing this request. The refusal for the school to allow 

Cincinnati, Ohio Bible truth to be presented concerning the sinfulness 
December 5, 1994 of using mechanical music in worship of a living God 
To: The President and Board of Trustees of is shocking. The Firm Foundation thinks the request 

Abilene Christian University. of the Cincinnati group is proper and should he 
Re: Request free use of ACU facilities in the fall granted. The school should enthusiastically promote 

of 1995 for a three-day seminar on "The New Testa- the proposed seminar and cordially receive the partici-
ment Church." pants in such a program onto its campus. During the 

We, the undersigned in attendance at the Forum XII program, presented this past fall, speakers 
monthly area-wide elders-preachers meeting of from the Christian Church and from churches of 

· churches of Christ in the Cincinnati area, do hereby Christ repeatedly said that there is no essential wrong 
endorse and reiterate the motion which was made in using mechanical instruments of music in worship 
and unanimously passed at the November 7 elders- of God. There is no dissenting voice. The Bible com-
preachers meeting, held at the Florence Avenue mands the congregations to sing in their assemblies. 
Church of Christ, requesting the use of Hart Audito- That was the practice of the first-century church and 
rium and attendant facilities for a three-day seminar continued to be the case until late in the eighth cen-
on "The New Testament Church" to be held in the tury. When the instrument was introduced into war-
fall of 1995. ship, it divided even the apostate church. The Roman 

It is envisioned that this seminar will be con- Catholic Church accepted the innovation of instru-
ducted in collaboration with ACU and its Bible de- ments in worship, and the Greek Orthodox Church 
partment, and will give "equal time" to those who did not. It is wrong to disregard the silence of the 
believe that it is a grievous sin to use instrumental Scriptures when a specific command of the Bible is 
music in worship or to depart in any other way from given. The Bible says to sing and is silent about me-
the divinely given pattern for the doctrine, organiza- chanica/ instruments of music. The silence is prohibi-
tion, teaching, or worship of the Lord's church, as tive because there is a command requiring a particular 
contrasted with those who conducted the "Unity Fo- kind of music. This is fundamental to faith and must 
rum XII" under the auspices of ACU on Nov. 1-3. not be ignored. The brotherhood should rise up and 

It is inconceivable to us that ACU would offer its demand that ACU be faithful to its charter. We are 
facilities, and, in fact, would sponsor and extend the witnessing a new apostasy and plead with our fellow 
warmest of fellowship and welcome to those who saints to ''give the more earnest heed to the things 
have departed from scriptural authority and have di- which we have heard, lest at any time we should let 
vided the Lord's church by so doing, through the use then slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stead-
of mechanical instruments of music in worship, along fast, and every transgression and disobedience re-
with those who unite with them and seek to persuade ceived a just recompense of reward, how shall we es-
the whole brotherhood to do so, and then deny the use cape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the 
of its facilities to those of us who believe, as did the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was con
founders of Abilene Christian College, that such use is firmed unto us by them that heard him,"' and to "con-
a denial of the authority of the Word of Christ. tend earnestly for the faith that was once for all deliv-

We are sure that our brethren in the Lord's body ered to the saints"' -Dobbs. ) 
everywhere will agree that fair play, love of the Lord 
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A Compendium of Good News 
Seed Sowing 

The LeSEA network of television stations and Seed 
Sowing signed a contract that will make the program 
available in an additional seven major markets. The 
program now stretches from Massachusetts to Ha
waii and from Virginia to Colorado. Prospects for 
even greater coverage are good. 

Paul Kidwell is the speaker on the Seed Sowing 
program. His lessons are carefully researched and 
prepared. The program's content is Bible based. His 
aim is to teach the saving power of the gospel without 
compromise. His effective teaching exposes denomi
national error while emphasizing gospel truth. 

A generous contribution from the New Town 
Square church in Pennsylvania made it possible for 
Seed Sowing to extend its influence. The program is 
now on the World Harvest satellite, Galaxie 4 chan
nel15, and is available to television dish users nation
wide. In addition, the telecast is presented in many 
major markets all across America. 

Seed Sowing is an important tool for presenting 
the church and the plan of salvation to a decaying so
ciety. It does just what the name implies. It broadcasts 
the seed of the church, which is the Word of God, just 
as Jesus told us to do. Some seed will fall on good 
ground and the harvest will surely come. 

WVBC 
Rudy Cain of Buda, Texas, conceived World Video 
Bible School. It has been in operation for several 
years. WVBC produces video tapes. It has prepared 
many tapes that treat most Bible subjects. It is a teach
ing tool designed to help us teach the way of life. 

Many programs are textual studies of the books 
of the Bible. Also, available is an impressive series of 
studies presented by the inimitable Bert Thompson 
on Christian evidence. These tapes are very good for 
high school students and adult classes. Other tapes 
present an introduction to Greek and Hebrew. Em
phasis is placed on fundamentals of the faith and top
ics like marriage and divorce, true worship, versions 
of the Bible, humanism, examples of conversion, res
toration principles and many others are ready for im
mediate use. 

If you would like a complete catalogue of avail
able programs, contact WVBC, RR 1, Box 121, Max
well, TX 78656, or call (512) 398-5211. 

Southwest School 
The brotherhood has many fine schools of preach
ing, among them Southwest School of Bible Studies 
at Austin, Texas. Joseph Meador is the able director 
of the school, which is sponsored by the Southwest 
church in Austin, where Gary Colley is the preacher. 
They have a fine staff of competent instructors. 
Brother Meador has set in motion an improvement 
program for the school that is showing good results. 
The school has almost 20 full-time students who are 
being prepared to work in the vineyard of the Lord. 

The Old Testament hero, Samuel, established 
"the schools of the prophets." His purpose was to 
teach some bright young men of Israel to know and 
respect the Mosaic law. These "prophets" were then 
to return to their home communities and educate the 
people about who they were and how to honor God 
by being morally upright in keeping the rules of rev
elation. 

The foundation of spiritual understanding and 
commitment to glorifying Jehovah by adhering 
faithfully to his Word enabled David to build a 
mighty empire. Samuel was succeeded by Elijah and 
Elisha, who in their turn directed the schools. This 
exalted the nation by giving her a power of moral 
correctness and religious dedication. "Righteousness 
exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people." 

We need that same type of grassroots growth in 
spiritual wisdom and understanding. The schools of 
preaching among us serve that purpose by giving to 
us a stream of prepared men and women to work in 
a ripening harvest. The church's revitalization will 
come from a ground swell of renewed interest in 
Bible knowledge. It will not come from the chief 
priests and scribes. 

Some may scoff, but the Bible does command: 

Thou therefore, my child, be strengthened in 
the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things 
which thou hast heard from me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also. Suf
fer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus (2 Tim. 2:1-3). 

Thank God for men like Joseph Meador, Curtis 
Cates, David Brown, Oran Rhodes, Jackie Stears
man, and David Pharr. May their tribes increase. 

Fp 
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Where Will Sin Lead? 
By Timothy Kidwell 

I n an editorial entitled Where Will It Lead?, 
Denny Boultinghouse wrote: 
You have heard about the famous 'slippery 
slope,' haven't you? When you suggest a new 
way of doing something, and one of the argu
ments in opposition is, 'But where will it lead?' 
You will know your opponent sees you as teeter
ing on the edge of that slippery slope. It is fur
ther demonstrated every time someone says 
things like, 'If you start allowing special music in 
the assembly, the next thing you know, people 
will bring in the instrument' - that is the slip
pery slope. After all, if you give an inch, they'll 
take a mile. Never mind that the subject of spe
cial music and the instrument are two different 
subjects; we had better watch out, or before long 
we will be speeding down the slippery slope (Im
age, p. 5). 

Since neither special music nor the instrument is 

Employment Opportunities 
The Texas Department of Criminal Justice is look
ing for applicants. The openings that are reported 
include correctional officers, as well as many civil
ian jobs within the department. Several thousand 
jobs will be opening up in and around our city of 
Beeville, Texas. We look forward to seeing our 
sleepy little city bustling with new activity, however 
it would even be a greater blessing to see these 
thousands of jobs filled by strong Christians. If you 
are out of work or looking for a change in profes
sions we hope you take advantage of this opportu
nity. Please contact the Texas Employment Com
mission, (512) 358-3330 or the Texas Department 
of Corrections (409) 291-4023 (personnel office). 
If you live in the state of Texas your local office of 
the Texas Employment Office should be able to 
help you. If you need assistance with housing or 
information about schools etc. or we can help you 
in any way please call us. We are looking forward 
to hearing from you. 

Adams Street Church of Christ 
1701 North Adams (P.O. Box 1148) 

Beeville, Texas 78104 
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authorized in New Testament worship (Col. 3:17), 
what is brother Boultinghouse trying to prove. It 
sounds as if he is saying, "Just because we embrace 
one form of error does not mean we will embrace 
other forms." Are we supposed to feel comfortable 
with those who embrace less error than others? 
Should we approve Jesse Jackson if he does not teach 
more error than Malcolm X? 

Rubel Shelly is a staff writer for Image. Shelly slid 
from preaching that the use of instruments in wor
ship is an act of "immorality" and a "valid test of fel
lowship" (Some Marks of Modernism, Spiritual 
Sword, April 1972, p. 44) to preaching that while he 
would not worship with an instrument, he would not 
make its use a matter of fellowship, and to worship
ing with an instrument in a joint "Easter" service 
with several denominations. 

Shelly now says, "This is not a heaven and hell 
issue .... I don't have time to fight about this because 
Satan is trying to take my children and grandchildren 
to hell with guns and gangs and drugs and alcohol 
and promiscuous sex" (Rubel Shelly, 165th annual 
meeting of the Christian Churches and churches of 
Christ in East Tennessee, Southwest Virginia, and 
Western North Carolina, 1994). 

B!JJwll SCHOOL OF 

,,, PREACHING 

"Where the old paths are still new" 
Spiritual preparation for the 21st century 

Study evety verse of evety chapter of the Bible In two years/ 
Receive up to 60 hours college-level transfer credit. 

-Faculty-
Dave Miller· Director 

Maxie B. Boren • Robert Dodson • Gary Fallis 
Tom Gaumer • Andy Kizer • Richard Massey 

Johnny Ramsey • Don Simpson • Toney Smith 
Don Walker 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667 • Bedford. Texas 76095 

(817) 268-3222 • (817) 282-6526 



Along the way to accepting the instrument in 
worship brother Shelly went from scriptural congre
gational acappella singing, to the use of a choir, to 
encouraging "dramatizations presented by men and 
women" (Rubel Shelly, The Second Incarnation, 
1994, pp. 9, 136). 

Shelly started at a scriptural place and slid into 
error. 

Denny Boultinghouse states, " [T]he subject of 
special music and the instrument are two different 
subjects." I agree, but they are both without New 
Testament authorization and are wrong. 

He facetiously states: 

[I]f we seriously restudy the subject of the role of 
women in the church and dare come to any dif
ferent conclusions, then the next thing you know 
we will have homosexuals preaching in our pul
pits. Never mind that they are two completely 
different subjects biblically [sic]. 

These are two different subjects, but the use of 
women in a leading role in our worship is just as 
wrong as approving homosexual conduct. Yes, once 
you get on the slide of error, the gravitational pull 
draws further and further away from the truth, like 
Rubel Shelly. 

Boultinghouse continues his editorial: 

But we also need to be especially aware that not 
all speeches or articles actually enhance the pur
suit of truth. Some employ propaganda tech
niques to manipulate Christians. And far too of
ten, Christians fall for propaganda techniques 
because they sound so good (Image, p. 5). 

"Thou art the man!" Boultinghouse believes his 
own propaganda, but it is an attempt to brainwash 
people nonetheless. How appropriate just here are 
the words of Christ, "For by your words you will be 
justified, and by your words you will be condemned" 
(Matt. 12:37 NKJ). 

The editorial concludes with this paragraph: 

[W]e must never allow, cheap, shallow propa
ganda methods to direct our thinking. Instead of 
nailing to the wall those voices that cause us to 
rethink and call us to group self-examination, we 
should applaud them. We need other believers to 
help us get out of our own ruts. Just at the time 
we need more input to help refine our thinking, 
some are calling for more separation among our
selves. That is the last thing that is needed. And 
those churches that call for such separation will 
die. 

Scripture? Denny, where is the Scripture that tells 
us to applaud those who teach and endorse error? 
Where is the Scripture that teaches separation from 

sin will cause a church to die? The inspired apostle 
Paul said: 

Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause 
divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine 
which you learned, and avoid them. For those 
who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly, and by smooth words and 
flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple 
(Rom. 16:17-18 NKJ). 

Why does brother Boultinghouse seek change 
when the truth is well marked and its path well worn 
by good brethren who have traveled before us? Re
call the words of the prophet Jeremiah: "Thus says 
the Lord: Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and walk in it; then 
you will find rest for your souls. But they said, We 
will not walk in it" Qer. 6:16 NKJ). 

It is my prayer, brother Boultinghouse, that your 
ears have not grown hard of hearing and that you 
have not closed your eyes to the truth (Matt. 13 : 15). 
Please come back to the "old paths" where "you will 
find rest for your soul." P.o. Box 507 

Damascus, MD 20872 

SouTHwEsT 
SCHOOL OF BffiLE STUDIES 

Austin, Texas 

Austin is the historic home of the Firm Foundation 
which began publication in 1884. We at Southwest are 
pleased to announce that a demonstration of the new 
CD-ROM of the Firm Foundation journal will be held at 
the upcoming Southwest Lectureship, April9-12, 1995. 

You are invited to be our guest at Southwest 
Church of Christ for the 14th Annual Southwest Lecture
ship on the theme, "Music inN. T. Worship." A published 
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Thoughts for Women 

Something for Jesus 
By Irene C. Taylor 

I 
n Mark 14:3-9 we have the story of a woman 

who anointed Jesus with fragrant spikenard 
ointment, very precious. Her name was Mary 

Uohn 12:3). This was Mary of Bethany, sister of Mar
tha and Lazarus, whom the Lord often visited. The 
anointment was six days before the Passover on 
which Jesus died Uohn 12: 1). Mary loved the Lord 
dearly. It was she who sat at his feet to learn about his 
teaching in Luke 10:38-42. 

Mary wanted to do something. Many today feel a 
desire to do something, but too often we fail to put 
that desire into action. Our good intentions never 
mature into reality. How many times have we meant 
to make a cheerful visit to the sick, or encourage a 
negligent Christian, only to let time pass without ac
complishing our goal? Mary saw an opportunity and 
did something about it. She did not look around for 
someone else to do it. We see a need, but pass the job 
on to someone else. How often do elders and preach
ers hear "Why don't we .. . ?" meaning "Why don't 
you ... ?" but leave "me" out of it. Mary acted when 
she saw an opportunity and prepared the body of 
Jesus for the burial. 

Not only did Mary want to do something, but 
she wanted to do something worthwhile. Much of 
our activity keeps folks busy, but it is not necessarily 
worthwhile. The work of the false teacher involves 
much activity but such cannot be classed as worth
while. The activity of troublemakers, gossips, and 
the cantankerous keeps them busy, but their work is 
anything but constructive. Mary rose above this 
level. She chose to engage in that which was worth
while. 

Further, she wanted to do something worthwhile 
for her Lord. Others were present, but only Mary rec
ognized a need to do something for Jesus. Many 
members of the body of Christ fill their time with 
busy work, often for worthwhile causes, but when it 
is time to engage in work for the Lord, their energy is 
spent, and their time is filled. The work is left for 
someone else. Mary did not expend her energy doing 
good deeds in the name of a civic club and bring the 
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crumbs (or nothing at all) to her 
Lord. She chose the higher ground. 
She used her energy and talent for 
her Lord. 

Her good deed was immediately 
criticized. This is often the case 
when good work is in progress. 
Sometimes the criticism is so harsh that the workers 
become discouraged and quit. Sometimes the criti
cism is made by those who wish to ease their con
science for not helping. Other times it comes from a 
spirit of jealousy because it was not their idea. When 
criticism comes, some questions are in order. 

1. Who is doing the criticizing? 

2. What is the motive behind the criticism? 

The criticism did not come from the Lord! Jesus 
said, "Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath 
wrought a good work on me" (Mark 14:6). When 
criticism comes our way, we need to notice from 
where it comes and decide if it is justified. If justified, 
we need to correct the problem. If not, we must not 
let it keep us from doing well. If God approves, we 
cannot allow ourselves to be hindered by unfounded 
opposition. 

Mark tells us that Mary anointed the Lord's head 
(Mark 14:3). John adds that she anointed his feet and 
wiped them with her hair Uohn 12:3). This godly 
woman made a beautiful, humble gesture of love to
ward Jesus as he was on the threshold of his suffer
mg. 

Our Lord's tributes are deserved and precious. 
He said of Mary: 

She hath done what she could. 

What a marvelous declaration! He thought her 
deed so special that he chose to have it recorded for 
all time as a memorial to her. Mary left us an example 
that we should want to be busy - doing what is 
worthwhile - for our Lord. 

,,..,.: 
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Fellowship, One-family Version 
By Earl Trimble 

'

he Christian Chronicle Uan. 1994, p. 16) 
carried an article by brother Bill Humble of 
ACU in which he attempts to give a single cri

terion for brotherhood and fellowship. He tides his 
article "Our Churches Desperately Need Sense of 
Fellowship as One Family in Christ." 

The thesis of the article is plainly expressed in the 
statement: "New Testament fellowship is what Chris
tians have in common because they are God's chil
dren." That is, because Christians are God's children 
and are one family in Christ, New Testament fellow
ship exists despite behavior. Fellowship is automatic 
because of God's doing- not because of what we do. 

Yet, Professor Humble does claim there are de
grees or levels of fellowship. He writes: "Since fel
lowship is based on family, there may be degrees or 
levels of fellowship." He says: "This is true in our 
natural families. For example, after their parents di
vorce, twin sisters grow up in different states and 
have no contact for 20 years. Do they share any
thing? Of course - they are sisters! But they don't 
share as much as if they had experienced childhood 
together. Similarly in God's family, we have a closer 
fellowship with fellow saints in our home congrega
tion. 

Brother Humble is saying we should ignore our 
differences and embrace each other because we are 
brethren. He says, "The focus of New Testament fel
lowship was family, not issues." Read it for yourself: 
"If there are degrees of sharing in God's family, then 
it is possible for me to accept people as brothers in 
Christ even when I cannot endorse some of their be
liefs or practices." 

Brother Humble does not qualify the "beliefs or 
practices" of brethren he "cannot endorse" but can 
fellowship. He implies fellowship with such "unfruit
ful works of darkness" as mechanical instruments of 
music in worship, women elders and preachers, 
women presiding at the Lord's table, leading public 
prayer, and teaching men in Bible classes, and obser
vance of the Lord's Supper on days of the week other 
than the first day. 

Brother Humble's essay pitifully disregards New 
Testament passages regulating the fellowship and/or 

disciplining of children of God. Brother Bill 
Humble's position in the Christian Chronicle article 
makes scriptural mandates for fellowship null and 
void. Church discipline would never be needed. The 
biblical practice of withdrawing fellowship from sin
ful and impenitent church members could never be 
carried out. 

The inspired apostle Paul takes issue with Profes
sor Humble's plea to fellowship brethren whatever 
their "beliefs or practices." Paul said, "But as it is, I 
wrote unto you not to keep company, if any man that 
is named a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an 
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extor
tioner; with such a one no, not to eat" (1 Cor. 5: 11). 
Then in verse 13 Paul adds, "Put away the wicked 
man from among yourselves." 

Inspiration presents a different view of fellow
ship from that presented in brother Humble's article. 
It is true that a child of God will remain a child of 
God, such as the illustration of twin sisters still being 
sisters though separated for years. However, children 
of God can be "cut off" from the Father, and be 
alienated from him because of unrepented sin. They 
can forfeit their inheritance of eternal life (cf. Isa. 
59:1-2). When God's children cease to walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, they no longer have fellow
ship with the Father nor with Christians who do walk . 
in the light (1 John 1:7). 

The New Testament does not speak expressly of 
"withdrawing fellowship" nor of "test of fellow
ship," as brother Humble says, yet these ideas are 
plainly taught and are binding upon God's children 
(Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 5:3-5; 11-12; 2 Thess. 3:14; 2 
Tim. 3:5; 2 John 10). How dare we "banish these 
expressions from our brotherhood's vocabulary" as 
brother Humble advocates that we do? No, our ban
ishing these expressions would not be "a first step 
toward recovering the unifying power of New Testa
ment koinonia." Contrariwise, to do so is a step to
ward destroying New Testament koinonia. The New 
Testament requires us to "mark and avoid" some 
people (Rom. 16: 17). 10121 Luella 

El Paso, TX 79925 
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Potpourri. • • 
Growth 

OGerald and Ann Nichols of Springfield, Mo., 
conducted Bible studies in Timisora, Romania, which 
resulted in five baptisms. The church in Timisora has 
grown to 16 in 1994. The church in Hartselle, Ala., is 
working with the fledgling church in Romania. News 
from mission points in Europe continues to be excit
ingly good. 

OTim Kidwell of Damascus, Md., reports good 
growth and a strengthened congregation where he 
works as gospel preacher. In one year they baptized 
24 and restored seven. The sailing is not always 
smooth, but, overall, the church is moving forward. 
Brother Kidwell reports that a few members who 
"were tired of hearing about sound doctrine" and of
fended by the idea that there is one church, calling it 
legalistic, and did not want so much emphasis on 
baptism, decided to go elsewhere. This cut the mem
bership a mite, but the group is enjoying a new spurt 
of growth. Reminds me of a report sent to the "pa
pers" by J.D. Tant many years ago. He reported that 
during a gospel meeting they had "5 additions and 18 
extractions, and that the church was immeasurably 
strengthened." 

Our Readers Write 
0 I enjoy reading the Firm Foundation. Keep up 

the good work (Mary Humphery, Ocee, Fla.) .... I 
would like to receive this fine publication on a regu
lar basis (Louis P. Joseph, Charleston, Ga.) .... Thank 
you for your stand and endurance for God's truth 
(Chuck Boem, Parker, Colo.) .... Let this serve as offi
cial notice of cancellation of this publication (Phil 
Ezell, Jacksonville, Ark.) .... Thank you for a good 
magazine. I enjoy it. My parents took it when I was a 
little girl and I am eighty years old (Allie Dolen) .... 
You have my zip code wrong. I am about 2 weeks late 
in receiving my magazine. Please correct your files. 
The paper is great. Continue to print the truth and 
keep everyone informed (Willie Taylor, Temple, 
Ariz.) .... Thanks for a first-rate publishing work 
(Gary Grizzell, Cookville, Tenn.) .... The East Point 
Georgia Church of Christ celebrated 83 years of ex
istence Sunday, Sept. 25, with a homecoming. Wil
lard Collins of Nashville was guest speaker. Tapes on 
the four lessons by brother Collins are available 

through the Forest Park church of Christ, 5238 Phil
lips Dr, Forest Park, GA 30051 (Warren Shaw, for the 
elders) .... Be so kind as to put me on your papers' 
subscription list. I appreciate the fine articles I see in 
your publication Uustine K. Corns, Millersburg, 
Ohio) .... Our prayers are for those that love the 
truth (brother and sister Carter, Allen Park, Mich.). 
... I appreciate the publication very much .... It is very 
balanced (RM, Kennedale, Texas). 

Birth Control 
0 Ken Cohn, elder at Spring, Texas, favored us 

with an article from Business Week (Aug. 29, 1994). 
The piece, written by Emily T. Smith, Margot Cohen, 
and Elisabeth Malkin, reports on the U.N.'s Interna
tional Conference on Population & Development, 
held in Cairo, Egypt. AI Gore, Vice-President of the 
United States, said the conference was attempting to 
deal with "lack of resources, limited educational op
portunities, dearth of skills, poverty, and ill health." 
All of this is to be accomplished by decreasing the 
total population of earth through "abortion, the right 
of women to choose family planning, and birth con
trol for adolescents." Fewer people "will lower the 
number of new jobs needed." Improving education 
and enhancing job skills is commendable, and it is 
good to eliminate poverty and sickness, but to do this 
by destroying families and killing babies in the womb 
is barbarian. The Wall Street Journal (Aug. 26, 1994) 
in commenting on the Population & Development 
Conference said: 

The collapse of the family has caused enormous 
suffering in our own society, especially among 
the most economically vulnerable. In light of its 
oft-repeated recognition of that sad fact, the ad
ministration might reconsider whether export
ing decadence is the best that America can do for 
the developing world. 

The Journal said that the conference was a place 
where "marriage is a dirty word." The U.N. is fight
ing home and family using a liberal supply of your 
tax dollars. 

OHuman Events (Sept. 16, 1994) made the mat
ter plain when it reported that the conference pushed 
such staples as: 

• The acceptance and effective approval of pre
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marital and extramarital sexual activity, whether het
erosexual or homosexual. 

• Distribution of contraceptives and the provision 
of abortions to minors without parental approval or 
even parental notification. 

• An attack on traditional male and female roles 
both in the family and in society at large. 

• A redefinition of the family that virtually ig
nores the role of marriage between a man and a 
woman and, instead, emphasizes that families come 
in a "plurality of forms." Result: Family means what
ever anyone wants it to mean and, therefore, means 
nothing. 

Human Events also said: 
Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs 
Timothy Wirth ... speaking for the U.S. adminis
tration, explicitly assailed those countries that 
have laws prohibiting abortion, saying: 'A gov
ernment which is vio lating basic human rights 
should not hide behind the defense of sover
eignty. Difficult as it is, we must also discuss 
thoroughly the issue of abortion . ... Our position 
is to support reproductive choice, including ac
cess to abortion.' 

Infallible 
COur thanks to Bill Burton of Bixby, Okla., for 

sending an excerpt from the book Encyclopedia of 
Biblical Difficulties by Gleason L. Archer (Zonder
van). The piece he sent deals with "The Importance 
of Biblical Inerrancy." The article is too lengthy to be 
reproduced in its entirety, but here are some random 
selections: 

26 

Throughout the history of the Christian church, 
it has been clearly understood that the Bible as 
originally given by God was free from error. Ex
cept for heretical groups that broke away from 
the church, it was always assumed that Scripture 
was completely authoritative and trustworthy .... 
During the second half of this century, however, 
a new school of revisionists has risen to promi
nence, and this school poses a vigorous challenge 
to biblical inerrancy and yet lays claim to being 
truly and fully evangelical. The increasing popu
larity of this approach has resulted in the detach
ment of a large number of formerly evangelical 
seminaries from the historic position on Scrip
ture .... [V)irtually all theological training cen
ters that have embraced (or even tolerated as al
lowable) this modified concept of biblical au
thority exhibit a characteristic pattern of doc
trine erosion. They resemble ships that have 
slipped their moorings .... There is always a tran
sitional period, however, during which these de
fecting schools maintain - especially to their 
rank-and-file constituency from whom they de
rive their financial support - that they are still 
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completely evangelical in their theology, and 
that they still adhere to the cardinal doctrines of 
the historic Christian church . .. . Proponents of 
this approach invariably argue that they alone 
are the honest and credible defenders of scrip
tural authority because the 'phenomena of Scrip
ture' include demonstrable errors (in matters of 
history and science, at least) and therefore full 
inerrancy cannot be sustained with any kind of 
intellectual integrity. 

Wow! that sounds mighty like Doctor Carroll D. 
Osburn and Abilene Christian University and David 
Lipscomb University and others (please see The Peace
able Kingdom, by Carroll D. Osburn, pp. 63-66). 

Gleason points out that "it is incumbent on con
sistent Evangelicals to show two things: (1) the infal
lible authority of Scripture is rendered logically un
tenable if the original manuscripts contained any 
such errors, and (2) no specific charge of falsehood 
or mistake can be successfully maintained in the light 
of all the relevant data." If Holy Scripture is God
breathed (see 2 Tim. 3:16), it's original manuscripts 
must be error free. If God is God, he cannot give a 
flawed revelation. If the revelation is flawed, it is not 
of God and, therefore, not authoritative -not bind
ing. Osburn is consistent in rejecting Bible teaching 
on worship and baptism, seeing he rejects the iner
rancy of the Bible. 

Gleason also says, "If in any of His Uesus] views 
or teachings as set forth in the New Testament He 
was guilty of error or mistake, He cannot be our di
vine Savior; and all Christianity is a delusion and a 
hoax." 

David said, "Thy word is a lamp unto me feet, 
and light unto my path." 

Good Grief 

C In Indianapolis police arrested Mr. Melvin W. 
Harney for accosting women, threatening them at 
gun point, and either fondling or licking their toes. 
On at least three occasions the 24-year-old cleaning 
worker approached unsuspecting women and 
claimed he was brushing a bug from their toes. Then 
things would get out of hand. He was arrested when 
a woman called police charging that while she was 
shopping for her fall wardrobe a man lying under a 
clothing rack licked her feet. Disgusting! (Source: 
The American Spectator, Oct. 1994). 

Prefers Hell 

0 Broadcaster Ted Turner, who said that Chris
tianity is a religion "for losers," expanded on his an
ti-religious views during a recent speech to the Na-



tional Press Club. Among other things, Turner im
plied that people who believe in God - and Heaven 
and Hell - "are just dumb." ... Turner said he looks 
forward to going to Hell. "We'll have a chance to 
make things better because Hell is supposed to be a 
mess and Heaven is supposed to be perfect," he said, 
adding, "Who wants to go to a place that's perfect?" 
Turner said it would be "boring." Turner is the 
owner/operator of CNN, WTVB, and TNT. 

0 Death, where is thy sting-a-ling-ling, 
0 Grave, thy victoreee? 
The bells of Hell go ting-a-ling-ling 
For you but not for me. 

(British soldiers' marching song). 

The Rest of the Story 
11 Paul Harvey says, "TV turns the sky into a 

sewer." 

Spare the Rod 
0 In July, Georgia resident Lynn Kivi was ar

rested when a store clerk reported that she slapped 
her bratty nine-year-old in the mouth. The child con
fessed he had it coming. Other than a momentary 
sting, there were no ill effects. Still, after admitting 
that she struck her son, the 35 -year-old woman was 
arrested, handcuffed, and charged with a felony (cru
elty to children) that could have resulted in a 20-year 
prison term. On realizing the absurdity of the situa
tion, the authorities dropped all charges. We are in 
big trouble when mommas and poppas cannot apply 
appropriate punishment to rebellious children. We 
had better pay attention! 

Consistency, Thou Art a Jewel 

OAn obscure newsletter came in the mail in 
which the little-known editor announces his new 
book. He says the book "deals with the crucial matter 
of attitude." He claims the book is loving, kind, cour
teous, and sweet. In the same newsletter the same 
writer says of those who are pleading for the old 
paths that they are trying to put "the brotherhood 
back under the yoke of bondage ... trying to enslave 
with traditional legalism" ... and represent "a legalis
tic element." He says there is no way to avoid division 
because of "an ungodly Biblical dictatorship" and 
"quarrelsome attitude" and "ugly attitudes." He calls 
those who disagree with him "Pharisees ... flagrantly 
dishonest ... sick ... full of plain old carnal jealousy 
~d not fit to carry a brief case." The author assures 
ushe does not read brotherhood papers (though he 
writes one), so he will never see this. Too bad! 

Wait a Minute 

OAccording to his letter to the Christian Chron
icle (Nov. 1994) Bob Yoakam of Mason, Mich., has 
given up as unscriptural and sinful such things as 
"church buildings, located preachers, weekly bud
gets, hymn books, Bibles, dressing up for Sunday 
morning worship, sitting in rows, facing forward, 
passing the Lord's Supper, congregational singing, 
wooden pulpits and 30-minute sermons." The Chris
tian Chronicle printed the letter without comment, 
which makes us wonder if they agree with such non
sense. 

Church That Misses the Point 
0 With a benevolent smile and a wink of the eye 

the Christian Chronicle (publication of Oklahoma 
Christian University), Howard Norton editor-in
chief, reported on "A Church That Connects" semi
nar. The study was hosted by Max Lucado's Oak 
Hills church in San Antonio, Aug. 5-7. It included 
such documented false teachers as Lynn Anderson, 
Rubel Shelly, Jeff Nelson, and Randy Harris. We sus
pect that Max was also on the program, though his 
name is not mentioned in the article. Dennis Craw
ford of Austin says the worship presented on the pro
gram was intentionally non-traditional, and included 
drama, hand-clapping, loud shouts from the audi
ence, and Pentecostal style holding-hands-over
heads. Shades of holy-rollerism. Crawford com
ments, "No doubt, someone squeamish about a freer, 
more expressive worship style would have been un
comfortable." The Christian Chronicle apparently 
sees no problem. 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

Faithful gospel preachers often emphasize 
that in religion we should go back 
to the Bible for all that we teach and practice. 

The "churches of Christ" (Rom. 16: 16) have been 
noted for this strong accent on Bible doctrine Gohn 
8:31-32; 1 Thess. 5:21; Rev. 22:14; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Some men, occupying important position in 
schools operated by our brethren and the pulpits of 
some churches, who have high degrees of learning 
from denominational theological seminaries, are try
ing to change the church of Christ into a denomina
tion. We do not need a new gospel for this new age or 
a new method of interpretation of the Scriptures. 
The Word of God was relevant for man's needs when 
the Lord gave it through inspired men. It is relevant 
today. Modern man's needs have not changed from 
those of ancient man, and the gospel has not changed 
(Gal. 1 :6-12). So, why are some liberal preachers try
ing to change the church? Is it not that they want fel
lowship with the denominations? 

We list some identifying marks of this "New Age 
Church of Christ Denomination": Namely: 

1. A call for change in the church from the way 
we have been taught and practiced in the past. 

2. The use of women in public worship services 
in leading public prayers and directing congrega
tional singing; even women as "elders" of the church. 

3. Fellowship with the denominations in joint 
worship services - unity in diversity. The church of 
Christ is just another denomination. 

4. Salvation by "grace only." Man has nothing to 
do with his salvation. 

5. The use of "modern-speech" translations con
taining denominational errors, especially the New 
International Version. 

6. The removal of the older, godly, and faithful 
elders of the church and replacing them with 
younger, more liberal men. 

7. They teach a direct indwelling and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. They say that the Holy Spirit oper-
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ates and influences the child of God 
separate and apart from the Word of 
God. They claim the Holy Spirit op
erates through the Word, but not 
only through the Word. 

8. The use of mechanical instru
ments of music in worship is not sin
ful, and we ought to fellowship the 
"Conservative Christian Church." 

9. They insist on the use of solos and choirs in the 
worship of the church. 

10. The lack of teaching on the "plan of salva
tion." Do not mention the great commission of 
Christ nor the examples of conversion in the book of 
Acts, and do not stress that baptism is "for the remis
sion of sins." Practice "open membership." If you are 
satisfied with your baptism, we are satisfied; come on 
and be a part of us. If there are those in the church 
who insist that at times the plan of salvation should 
be mentioned, consider them as "traditionists" who 
are likely to cause trouble in the church and would 
hinder the growth of the congregation. 

11. Failure to teach against beliefs and practices 
that are not in harmony with the Scriptures. Never 
indicate that people can be wrong in their doctrine 
and worship. This is regarded as negative preaching 
and sinful. It is not the proper Christian attitude. 

12. Preach a "social gospel." Make every one "feel 
good." Never mention sin. After all, the Bible is not 
infallible, inerrant and our pattern. 

Liberalism will finally destroy any congregation. 
When Jeroboam set up his two golden calves, he split 
the Old Testament kingdom. Later the ten tribes of 
the Northern Kingdom went into Assyria as captives 
because of sin (1 Kings 12:28-33; 2 Kings 17:21-23; 
Hos. 4:6). 

What a lesson for the church today! When any
one goes outside God's revealed Word, he will be 
without God. 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
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AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the (407) 657-0657. 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Arkansas-

Plant City- Springhead Church of Christ, 1402 -Oklahoma-
Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of 
Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754- Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
1776 or 754-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott Lowder, 

minister. 787-5814. Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 Sarasota _ Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. H I'd 1 s 9 30 10 30 6 

d J K G 
next to o 1 ay nn. un. : , : a.m., 

9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m. We . 7 p.m. • . ossett, w d 7 30 G St'l 11 · · t 
h 9 8 

p.m., e . : p.m. ene 1 we , mtms er. -Oregon-
preac er, (501) 32-432 • 

- California -

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Robert R. Stephenson, preacher. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. {707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

C central 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, corner of 
Yampa and Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. ..... 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church· of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd.· Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 · a.m~, 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 Gladstone- 225 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. p.m., call 789-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Byron- 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 
49 {1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N - 2 mi. to building. 
Camper hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Call (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 

-Indiana-

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. {215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 

Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

-Missouri-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 

Branson -Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., l0:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-

3866, 334-3757. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell 
Broking, evangelist. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. Home of the Northwest Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

..... 
Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Abilene - Eastside Church of Christ, 80S N. 
judge Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m •. (915) 676-1615. The 
Bible is our pattern. 
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Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

-Virginia-
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
minister. Publisher of"Matters of THE Faith." Dooley, ministers. Frank-lin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 

a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
Denton _ Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, minister. (703) 382-7837. 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. • • • • • 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 135 

G. Hecker, preacher.. • • • • Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. 

Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 San Antonio -Shenandoah Church of Christ, (703) 382-7777. 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219· Sun. 9, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, s 9 30 10 30 6 W d 7 30 Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, evangelist. un. : ' : a.m., p.m., e · : p.m., 

Terry M. Hightower, preacher. Route 3, Box 220, 24360. lh mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244: (703) 637-6839. 

Hurst - Nonheast Church of Christ, 1245 San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Karla St., 76053 •. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Whitten, preachers. Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. -Wyoming-

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith- Waco - Columbus Avenue Church of Christ, Sheridan - Nonhside Church of Christ, 58 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 1525 Columbus. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. Deaf interpreters, active youth p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. group. 752-9636. 7903, 672-3097. 

Available from the Firm Foundation 
• Exploring the Life of Christ (set of 4 workbooks), Allen Robertson .......................... $5.00 set 
• Lessons on the Home (suitable for class study), Johnie Scaggs Jr ............................... $5.00 
• Change Agents and the Churches of Christ (hard cover), Wm. Woodson ................... $14.00 
• Denton Lectures -I, II Kings; I, II Chronicles (1993), Dub McClish ........................... $14.00 
• Southwest Lectures- Daniel (1994), Gary Colley ...................................................... $14.00 
• A Commentary on Romans (hard cover), Roy C. Deaver ............................................ $25.00 
• Psalms (studies on all of the Psalms) Vol. 1 and 2, Roy C. Deaver ....................... $25.00 set 

To order call toll-free 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. 

We will send the books and bill you the price listed plus shipping. 

Firm ·Foundation 
Bible CorrespQndence Course 

Sixteen Bible le$sons ~riHen by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself ~~ First Christian. Converts · ... 
2. The Old Testament and the New· 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4.· From .the. Judges of Israel to· the Restoration of the Jews · ·12 •. The First Gentile Conv~rts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament · · 13. Justification. by Faith 

· · · · 6. The Ufe of Christ · · · 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants . . . 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

. . . . . ·:Price: 15 cen_t~ each-$2.40 per set-plus shlpp.Jng. 
. . . . Answer. sfleets Included f~ee upon requtJst. 

· · · · · · · . . To order can· toll-free 1-800-572-3619. 
. . . . . · . Pl«;lase send no money. ·we .wlif send the lesso.ns and blil you. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, AtJ Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, 1X 76095-7876. Classified and dis· 
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Preacher wanted: Established congregation in 
Central Valley of Calif. is seelcing a minister. Must 
be grounded in the faith and sound doctrine of 
Christ. If interested, please contact: Larry Mixon 
(805) 327-2054, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or (805) 399-5995 
after 5 p.m. 

Preacher wanted: Rome Church of Christ, 80-85 
members, good growth opportunity. Need full-time 
preacher, sound in the faith, no liberal leanings, 
leadership qualities. Contact Gary White, 915 
Lebanon Hiway, Lebanon, TN 37087. (615) 444-
5881 during the day. 

Experienced preacher needed in Sheridan, WY, with 
partial support. Committed to evangelism. 
Congregation 65 &: growing. Will consider older, 
retired man with income. Preacher's home, utilities 
&: partial support. Send sermon tape, r~sum~, to 
Ralph Crump, 120 N. Parle Rd., Sheridan, WY 
82801. (307) 674-9594 eve. 

Evangelist wanted: Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
Pottstown, PA. Congregation of 75 members needs 
sound gospel preacher. House provided, salary, 
utilities and benefits negotiable. Send r~sum~ with 
references and sermon tape to Charles Smith, 1344 
S. Keim St., Pottstown, PA 19464. Host 
congregation of Southeastern Pa. Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Congregation of about 80 members needs sound 
preacher who respects authority of the Bible. Salary 
negotiable. 3-BR, 2 bath bouse. Call Kenneth 
McMahan after 4:30 p.m. (615) 529-2933 or send 
r6sum~ to Watertown Church of Christ, 239 
Central Ave., Watertown, TN 37184. 

Wanted: Sound gospel preacher for country 
congregation of 25-30 members. Want someone 
on Social Security. Must lilce country living. We 
provide very nice 16x60, 3-BR, 2-bath mobile home 
plus salary. Contact William Hettick, (601) 289-
7536 or Rt. 7, Box 182 AB, Carthage, MS 39051. 

Wanted: Full-time preacher for a small conservative 
congregation of 40 members. Salary and house 
provided. Send r&um~, references, tape, and picture 
to· Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., Dayton, 
OH 45431 

Full-time minister wanted for Church of Christ in 
DeQuincy, LA (near Lake Charles). Salary, 
expenses, and modern Preacher's house furnished. 
Please send r~sum~, tape, or video to Elders, 
DeQuincy Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1104, 
DeQuincy, LA 70633. Or Call for information: 
Ray H. Hyatt (318) 786-2083, Kyle Perlcins (318) 
786-3031 •. 

Minister needed: Small congregation in need of a 
preacher of sound gospel doctrine. Willing to help 
us in growth for the Lord. Have our own lovely 
church building; can pay $15,600 annually. j.W. 
Luttrell, 14 Forest Lakes, Robbinsville, NC 28771. 
(704) 479-6929 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send r~sum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-
2554 

Parker, Colorado. We are loolcing for a full-time 
preacher to help us evangelize a rapidly growing 
community that is located just outside of Metro
Denver. We are a congregation of 40, and are self 
supporting. Applicants must be conservative and 
have a proven soul-winning r~sum~. Contact jim 
Taylor (303) 799-4664; Allan Banta (303) 841-
7594, or Chuck Boerner (303) 755-5925 for funher 
information. 

Preachers Available 
Minister with partial support, would like to work 
with small congregation who is limited in funds, 
but can respect a minister of the Gospel of Christ. 
Majored in Bible at Freed-Hardeman and Abilene 
Christian. Call or write Charlie Summers, 213 
Barstow Ave., Fresno, CA 93704-2020. (209) 431-
6240 

For Sale 
Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/If (1994) - $17.50 
BJghtly Dividing the Word, Vol. I- $12.50, Rightly 
Dividing the Word, Vol. II- $16.50 or set for 
$27.00. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring &: Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $50,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230. 

Restoration Reprints, other boolcs at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Boolcfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious boolcs and libraries. 

Twenty-two passenger bus; 1983 Ford, Diamond 
body, F350, Econoline XL, 460 Cubic In., 42,900 
miles, $10,000. Call Church of Christ, Mangum, 
OK (405) 782-3331. 

Four Gospels Compare. Complete text in 
chronological order, arranged under 390 topical 
headings. $11.25 plus $205 S&:H; 10 or more, 40% 
discount plus S&:H. Graham Publications, 13527 
Falba, Houston, TX 77070-3808, (713) 955-0007. 

Affordable study Bible for your PC. Available in 
both King James and American Standard. Easy to 
use. On-line help. Search through any book or use 
the global feature and search the entire Bible for 
words or phrases. Great addition to your software 
library. Please specify 3.5 or 5.25 (HD) disks and 
version desired. Requires 4 megs of hard-disk space. 
Please send $25.00 to Gene Smith, RR 2 Box 318, 
Liberty Hill, TX 78642. 

Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal 
for Bible classes for all ages and for cottage 
evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and 
power of New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending $11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 
1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

Boolcs by Andrew M. Connally. The Fundamentals; 
Romans &: Galatians; Ephesians &: Colossians; 
Dangers of Liberalism; Great Lessons from Acts; 
Hebrews &: james; So You Want a Glorified 
Holiday (mission work). $5.00 ea., all7 for $30plus 
shipping($1.05 for one; $2.50 for all). Send prepaid 
orders to Connally Publications, Claudene 
Connally, 204 Shadywood Ln., Seagoville, TX 
75159. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An easy, 
enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or 
more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Roclcville, MD 20851. 

For personal library: Looking to buy early 
brotherhood classics; 19th and early 20th centuries 
(especially debates). Write George F. Beals, 2545 
Madrono, Ann Arbor, MI 48103. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seelcing moti¥'1ted 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for you retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Calll-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

Rob Whitacre is in need of financial assistance to 
attend Southwest School of biblical Studies for 2 
years, fall 1995. R~sum~ available on request.~ 
available for interview and preaching. 31357 
Deerfield Terrace, Bulverde, TX 78163, (210) 438·· 
7875. 
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SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282.-2486 

=-o;; ~~Training Men to Preach in Spirit and in Truth Since 1978"====-

Reasons You Should Consider Southwest: 
• Southwest offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training. 
• Southwest course credits are accepted at select Christian universities. 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. 
• Southwest is staffed by a well-respected and well-prepared Bible faculty. 
• Southwest offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in expository preaching. 
• Southwest provides two courses in debate- principles and methods. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in the biblical languages. 
• Southwest provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Southwest provides two years of practical training in research and writing. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in English grammar. 
• Southwest is fully approved to issue I-20 forms to accepted foreign students. 
• Southwest is tuition free- V. A. benefits- Limited scholarships available. 
• Southwest is ready to mail you an information packet- Call or write today! 

Joseph D. Meador, Director, Faculty of Old Testament; 
Gary Colley, Faculty of Bible and Preaching; Carl Gamer, Faculty of Bible; 

Jchn Moore, Faculty of New Testament; AI Macias, Faculty of Bible; Tim Ayers, Faculty of Bible 

Make plans now to attend the 14th Annual Southwest Lectureship in Austin, Texas -April9-12, 1995. 
Gary Colley, Lectureship Director 

RV spaces available • Brotherhood displays (upon prior approval) 
The published lectureship book and audio/video tapes will be available during the lectureship. 
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The Christian Chronicle 
and Evolution 

By Bill Lockwood 

The Bible says that "in six days God made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them 
is" (Ex. 20: 11). This six-day creation week 

became the pattern for the calendar week of the Jews 
inclusive of the Sabbath, the seventh day. Israel was 
to labor for six days and rest on the seventh because 
God had done so (Gen. 1). As John Whitcomb ob
served, "No Jew in his right mind would think that 
God meant 'six indefinite periods shall thou labor 
and rest an indefinite seventh period"' (And God Cre
ated, pp. 63-64). Our Lord Jesus Christ gave out 
clear information on the Genesis account of creation 
demanding that we understand it as written - that 
God created the earth in six literal days . Hear him, 
"But from the beginning of the creation, male and 
female made he them" (Matt. 19:6) . Evolution is 
false. Both Moses and our Lord taught special cre
ation and not evolution. 

However, some think they know better than the 
Lord and hesitate not to take issue with him. In the 
monthly paper Oklahoma Christian University owns 
and publishes, Christian Chronicle (Nov. 1994), a 
book review by Keith Thompson is presented. The 
book is titled Creation and Time and was written by 
Hugh Ross. In the review Thompson says the Ross 
book convinced him that "Jewish and Christian 
scholars of the first four centuries generally assumed 
that the creation days were not 24 hour periods." 

Thompson goes on to extol the book as "the best 
book to date on creation and science." 

The December issue of the Christian Chronicle 
printed a letter from a concerned reader taking of
fense at Thompson's error. Managing editor Glover 
Shipp responds that there are six definitions of the 
Hebrew word day and one cannot be "sure of the 
meaning here" (Gen. 1). Further, Shipp knows that 
"there is no consensus among Bible scholars over 
which meaning to apply to Genesis 1. ... Our salva
tion doesn't hinge on how he [God] did it [created 
the world] ." 

Response 

First, the Chronicle's report is rank error. The in
spired Moses said heaven and earth were created in 
"six days." Brother Shipp, however, has the voice of 
"scholarship" and, therefore, cannot be sure that 
"day" means "day." 

Second, this preferment for the "consensus of 
biblical scholarship" over the words of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ is the virus that has brought spiri
tual death to many a congregation and school. 
Brother Shipp, what should we care what "biblical 
scholars" say, if it is in such plain contradiction to 
what Moses described in Genesis 1, not to mention 
his comment in Exodus 20 :11 ? "Biblical scholarship" 
has also decreed that the inspiration of the Bible is 

(contimted 011 page 6) 
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Editorial 

To Whom It May Concern 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

( 

an the Bible be understood by average 
people? Some leave the distinct impres
sion that the theological elite alone have 

the tools to grasp the teaching of God's revealed 
Word and the rest of us are at their mercy. 

The Catholic Church (I refer to the denomi
nation) has long insisted that only those who 
have the "papal keys" can comprehend the 
teaching of the Bible. The run-of-the-mill Catholic can understand 
the Catechism but not the Scriptures. The " layperson" in the Ro
man Catholic Church is warned not to attempt to interpret in
spired writings, but leave that to the priest who is specially pre
pared for such work. 

William Weston, a Jesuit priest, in the year 1558, reacting to 
translations of the Bible into English, described a Puritan gathering 
at Ely, England: 

Each of them had his own Bible, and sedulously turned the pages 
and looked up the texts cited by the preachers, discussing the 
passages among themselves to see whether they had quoted them 
to the point, and accurately, and in harmony with their tenets. 
Also they would start arguing among themselves about the mean
ing of passages from the Scriptures - men, women, boys, girls, 
rustics, laborers, and idiots. 

Thomas Hobbes, criticizing the effects of the translation and 
distribution of the Bible in the 18th century, said: 

After the Bible was translated every man, nay, every boy and 
wench, that could read English thought they spoke with God Al
mighty and understood what He said, when by a certain number 
of chapters a day they had read the Scriptures once or twice over. 

Critics of each person reading the Bible and deciding its mean
ing are not quite as transparent as Hobbes and Weston, but the re
sult is the same. Many are intimidated by the high and mighty who 
have arrogated to themselves the exclusive right to know the 
meaning of the Scriptures and to tell the rest of us what to believe. 

The truth is that the Bible is easier to understand than some of 
these scholars. I can easily understand statements like: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous-

ness: for they shall be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the chil-

dren of God. 



rather than some gobbledegook in modern books like: 
Taken thus, v. 19 castigates the intruders as a spiritual aristocracy 
whose exclusivistic tendencies are exhibited in terms of an arro
gant Gnostic separation from ordinary Christians. On the other 
hand, advocates of some sort of Gnostic contour to v. 19 have 
never been able to marshal sufficient evidence to establish that 
view beyond all doubt. Bigg notes that in view of the separation 
at love feasts and attachment to the rich, no evidence can be 
found that these intruders called the faithful 'natural,' as did the 
later Gnostics, calling that argument 'quite gratuitous.' Further, 
Kelly and Schelkle admit that 'spiritual,' rather than referring to 
esoteric knowledge, is capable of simpler explanation as denoting 
that the opponents are devoid of the Holy Spirit (The Peaceable 
Kingdom, p. 119). 

Whew! Aren't you glad Bible writers didn't talk like that? 
There are deep and difficult thoughts in the Bible but even its pro
found things are stated in clear and understandable language and 
not wordy jargon. 

The author of The Peaceable Kingdom also said: 
Controlled analysis, which interprets the biblical text in its own 
linguistic, historical and cultural settings, provided the essential 
matrix within which non-sectarian Christianity can emerge and 
flourish, developing responsible theological perspective within 
and ever-changing culture. 

If you brush the snobbery off that statement, it comes down to 
this: To know the meaning of the Bible you must understand He
brew and Greek, the history of the period, and the manners and 
customs of the people. You cannot know what God expects of you 
without a terminal degree from an effete group of self-professed 
intellectuals. The average guy and gal are hopelessly bogged down 
in their attempts to explain the Bible. 

It has been often pointed out that the common people heard 
Jesus with pleasure (Mark 12:37). The apostles were not profes
sors from the best schools of their day, nor rulers, nor scribes, nor 
rabbis. They were ordinary, working men. They had no advanced 
degrees but could understand the teaching of Jesus. It was notre
quired that they know the history of Egypt and Babylon to under
stand Jesus when he "opened to them the scriptures." 

At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, 
Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. All things are delivered 
unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Fa
ther; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he 
to whomsoever the Son will reveal him (Matt. 11:25-27). 

MacKnight comments on this passage: 
Babes, in Scripture language, are persons whose facilities are not 
improved by learning, but who, to that sagacity and understand
ing which is purely natural, join the best dispositions of heart, 
such as meekness, modesty, innocence, honesty, humility, docility, 
and all the other engaging qualities that are to be found in chil
dren. This is plain from Matthew 28:3. Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. Babes, therefore, stand in opposition, not to men of sound 
judgment and reason, but to proud politicians and men of learn
ing, who are so full of themselves that they disdain to receive 
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instruction from others, and who make all their 
abilities subservient to their advancement in the 
world. 

Please do not misunderstand what we are saying. 
Jesus did not approve ignorance, but condemned ar
rogance. One of his apostles was a highly educated 
man, but he was not conceited, nor did he think of 
himself as superior to all others. He wrote: 

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things which are 
mighty; And base things of the world, and things 
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are: That no flesh should glory in his pres
ence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of 
God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctificat ion, and redemption: That, ac
cording as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord (1 Cor. 1:26-31). 

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not 
with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declar
ing unto you the testimony of God. For I deter
mined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with 
you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trem
bling. And my speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That 
your faith should no t stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God (1 Cor. 2:1-5). 

Paul was not opposed to schooling, but he was 
very much opposed to the haughty pride which much 
learning may produce. The tendency by people with 
advanced degrees to despise those who have less 
worldly wisdom is a stumbling block to real Bible 
knowledge. 

The key to knowing the Scriptures is unflagging 
study of the Word of God, a generous application of 
sanctified common sense, and a willingness to do the 
will of God. We learn from others (2 Tim. 2:2}. To 
grow in knowledge we must have receptive and cau
tious minds. The negative to that is we must not be 
proud - "pride goeth before a fall ." 

Most liberals labor under the delusion that the 
rest of us are idiots. They vaunt and crow and strut 
and think non-liberals are nincompoops, which 1s 
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within itself nincompoopery. They strain themselves 
to use words like "eschatological ... ecclesiological ... 
soteriological" (The Peaceable Kingdom, pp. 90-91). 
It is not that we cannot discover the meaning of the 
words, but it is that we know the meaning of humility 
and understand the beauty of simplicity. 

Weston's complaint about the Puritans study of 
the Bible is neither quaint nor correct. We still have 
those who gripe that "they" have their own Bible 
"and sedulously turn the pages and look up the texts 
cited by the preachers, discussing the passages among 
themselves to whether they had quoted them to the 
point, and accurately." Or, in Bible language, " They 
received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so" (Acts 17:11). Luke says this was "noble." 
Weston also grumbled that "they would start arguing 
among themselves about the meaning of passages 
from the Scriptures." Hooray! Thank God for people 
who care enough about pleasing the Lord and gain
ing heaven that they have "no small dissension and 
disputation" with those who teach false doctrine (see 
Acts 15:1-2). A healthy argument about the teaching 
of the Scriptures promotes a better understanding of 
God's Word. In the light of honorable controversy 
the truth shines brighter than the noonday sun. 
Those who dodge and refuse free, fair, frank discus
sion of Bible teaching are not friends of truth and 
righteousness. 

And I saw a great white throne, and him that 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and the books were opened: 

B!:!Jwll SCHOOL Of T1811. PREACHING 
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and another book was opened, which is the book 
of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, accord
ing to their works (Rev. 21:11-12). 

For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad (2 Cor. 
5:10). 

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that 
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the 
Father which sent me, he gave me a command
ment, what I should say, and what I should 
speak. And I know that his commandment is life 
everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even 
as the Father said unto me, so I speak Oohn 
12:48-50). 
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The Christian Chronicle and Evolution 
(continued from page 1) 

not verbal - word for word - and that mistakes 
abound within the sacred text. Biblical scholars in 
Jesus' day "knew" the Christ could not come out of 
Galilee. What does this prove? We must not pit the 
unsupported guess of biblical scholars against time
tested Bible truth. 

Third, how do brother Shipp and the Chronicle 
know that "our salvation does not hinge upon how 
God did it?" Have "biblical scholars" voted a consen
sus to this effect? 

Fourth, and perhaps most important, Shipp and 
staff may not think our salvation hinges upon how 
God created the world, but I wonder if they think our 
salvation hinges upon whether we accept God's clear 
explanation about how he did it? Can one go to 
heaven, brother Shipp, while arguing with our 
blessed Lord about his explanation of the creation 
week? P. 0. Box322 

Marlow, OK 73055 

(Editor's note: It is distressing, if not alarming, 
that Oklahoma Christian University would allow its 
newspaper to promote a wrong fundamental idea of 
evolution as an explanation of the origin of the spe
cies. It causes equal pain for a man like Glover Shipp 
to condescendingly say, as if he were imparting a pro-
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found new revelation, to a reader who wrote to pro
test: 

I researched my Hebrew text and lexicon. Yom, 
the Hebrew word for day, can mean any one of 
six different things, according to the lexicon. 1. 
Different parts of a day. 2. Day as a division of 
time. 3. A time frame known only to God. 4. 
One's lifetime or age. 5. An indefinite or unex
plained period of time. 6. Time, such as 'Since 
the day I have been before you.' There is no con
sensus among Bible scholars over which meaning 
to apply to Genesis 1. How, then, can we be sure 
of the meaning? Regardless, we can be sure that 
our all-powerful Creator did create all things. 
Our salvation doesn't hinge on how he did it. 

There you have it! The managing editor of the 
Christian Chronicle endorsing a basic tenet of theistic 
evolution. Brother Shipp has written to explain that 
he is not a theistic evolutionist, and we accept his 
word. Still, he is making the argument of a theistic 
evolutionist. Why quack like a duck if you are not a 
duck? If the heaven and earth and all that is in them 
was made by divine fiat, where is the need for long 
periods of creation? Instantaneous creation proclaims 
the greatness, glory, majesty and separateness of God 
in a way creation over time can never do. Shipp ought 
to know that the English word day, like the Hebrew 
word yom, can be either literal or figurative. We speak 
of a business day, of Napoleon's day, the day of com
puter science, etc. Shipp ought also to know that in 
communication a word must always be taken in its 
literal sense unless the context demands a figurative 
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understanding. That is elementary. Finally, Shipp 
ought to know that when ~~day', is used with words 
like ~~morning and evening, one day'' [See Gen. 1:6-
31] it must mean a literal day of 24 hours. Our all
powerful Creator did create all things in six literal 24-
hour days. There may not be a consensus among bibli
cal scholars, but there is agreement among all those 
who accept the Bible as literally true over which 
meaning to apply to Genesis 1. Lockwood's excellent 
point that the seventh day was clearly 24 hours and 
the other six days of creation must be understood in 
the same way - that is, as 24 hours - is conclusive. 
We will be glad to have a free, full, frank, polite dis
cussion of this question with Glover Shipp and Okla
homa Christian University - Dobbs). 

The Saga Continues 
This seems to be a good place to recommend Mark 
Twain's common-sense rejection of the evolutionary 
doctrine of uniformitarianism. He wrote: 

Since my own day on the Mississippi, cut
offs have been made at Hurricane Island, Island 
100, and at Council Bend. 

These shortened the river 67 miles. In my 
time a cutoff was made at American Bend which 
shortened the river 10 miles. Thus, the Missis
sippi River between Cairo and New Orleans was 
1215 miles long 176 years ago .... Its length is 
only 973 miles at present. . .. If I wanted to be 
one of those ponderous scientific people, and 
'let on' to prove what had occurred in a given 
time in the recent past, or what will occur in the 
far future by what has occurred in late years, 
what an opportunity here! Geology never had 
such exact data to argue from! Glacial epochs are 
great things but they are vague - vague. Please 
observe: 

In the space of 176 years the Mississippi 
River has shortened itself 24 2 miles. That is an 
average of a trifle over one mile and 1/3 per year. 
Therefore, any calm person, who is not blind or 
idiotic, can see that in the Old Oolitic Silurian 
Period, just a million years ago next November, 
the Lower Mississippi River was upwards of one 
million three-hundred miles long, and stuck out 
over the Gulf of Mexico like a fishing rod! 

And by the same token any person can see 
that in 7 4 2 years from now the Lower Missis
sippi will be only a mile and 3/4 long, and Cairo 
and New Orleans will have joined their streets 
together, and be plodding comfortably along un
der a single mayor and mutual board of alder
men. 

There is something fascinating about sci
ence. One gets such wholesale returns of conjec
ture out of such trifling investments of fact 
(Quoted by Curtis Cates in Yokefellow, Oct. 20, 
1994). Fp 
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11Promise Keepers'' 
By Dan Flournoy 

Promise Keepers is a denominational man's 
movement started by Bill McCartney, head 
football coach at the University of Colorado. 

Its purpose is to encourage men to be better husbands 
and fathers. (While this is a worthy goal, there are 
other issues at stake.) Large rallies are being held 
across the country attracting thousands of men, each 
paying a $55 admission fee. These two day meetings 
are also being promoted by several prominent 
churches of Christ around the country. Evidently, 
some elders are not aware of the danger in sending 
their men to such meetings. 

We have received a flyer and application for ad
mission which gives enough information to know 
that this program is filled with error. 

For example, the flyer reads: 
A sovereign move of God's Spirit is stirring the 
hearts of men who relentlessly pursue Jesus Christ 
in their commitment to become promise keepers. 
Over 230,000 men, from every state of the nation 
and continent of the world have already gathered 
this spring and summer in six cities. 

The false doctrine of a direct operation of the 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED ... 
• That fields are white unto harvest ... 

• That dedicated preachers are needed ... 

• That you may have the talent and 
opportunity to make a real 
difference ... 

• That tuition-free college-level 
training may be available for you ... 

• That for almost a quarter century 
many have found that East Tennessee 
School of Preaching is the best choice? 

EAST ~SEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
6608 Beaver Ridge Rd. 
Knoxville, TN"3;793l 

N~~~-~,-~-~~-=--~~~~~~~-~-~---
Addi:ess..,,_. ---------~--___,;,--------~------_.;.;.:·....:.-· _..._ __ 
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Holy Spirit is taught. Those who attend these meet
ings are "stirred" by the Spirit moving among them. 
However, the Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit 
works today through the Word in the conviction and 
conversion of sinners as well as leading the Christian 
ijohn 16:7-13; Rom. 1:16; James 1:21). The people 
on the day of Pentecost were pricked in their heart by 
the message preached (Acts 2:36-41). Cornelius was 
told to send for Peter "who shall tell you words by 
which you and all your household will be saved" 
(Acts 11:14 NKJV). The doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
moving and leading people apart from the Word is a 
false doctrine. 

Mter describing what happened in their meeting 
in Denton in the spring of 1994, the flyer makes a 
plea for men to attend upcoming meetings. Here is 
their pitch: 

We are asking you to partner with us in two 
ways. First, pray that the Spirit of God would 
powerfully reveal Jesus Christ to every man who 
comes to PK Texas II. Second, invite and travel 
with not only your friends and family but with 
men from different ethnic and denominational 
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heritages. Let us together seize the privilege that 
God is extending to us, that He might transform 
us in a way that ignites revival in this land. 

Has not the Holy Spirit already powerfully re
vealed Jesus Christ through the Bible? Is it necessary 
to attend this denominational "pep rally" in order to 
be "transformed" and "ignited"? 

Can there be any doubt that this meeting will be 
rank with denominational dogma? A look at the list 
of speakers should dispel any doubt! The roster looks 
like this: Pastor Greg Laurie, Nation Sunday School 
and B.T.U. Congress; Pastor Jack Heyford, Church 
on the Way, Van Nuys, Calif.; Gary Smalley, presi
dent, Today's Family; and Dr. Charles Swindell, 
president, Dallas Theological Seminary. 

Furthermore, the worship will be led by 
Maranatha! Men's Praise Band with special music by 
Larnell Harris. The "worship" will not be according 
to truth Uohn 4:24). Therefore, those who partici
pate will offer nothing more than a "vain worship" 
(lsa. 1:13; Matt. 15:9). 

As further inducement to attend, the flyer tells 
what happened at other Promise Keepers meetings: 

God stirred our hearts by ones and twos, by tens 
and twenties, by hundreds and thousands, to 

ho nor and worship Jesus Christ. We prayed to
gether and made commitments to grow in our 
relationship with God, our fami lies, and our 
fri ends. We are embracing o ur identity in the 
image of God and realigning our priorities to 
become men of conviction, integrity and action. 

If denominational folks want to get together to 
pray and parade their vanity in a show of piety, that is 
their business. However, when elders in the Lord's 
church promote such and encourage their men to at
tend by advertising it in their bulletin and making 
registration forms available, that is another matter. 

We have a few questions to ask elders who pro
mote such: First, since you are charged with the re
sponsibility of guarding the flock, why would you 
send sheep to feed in the lair of the wolf? Elders are 
called upon by Jehovah to "stop the mouths" of those 
who would destroy the flock (Titus 1: 11). Godly el
ders will sound out the warning before digression and 
apostasy overrun the people of God. Biblical shep
herds "watch in behalf of souls" (Heb. 13: 17). 

What can be said of an eldership that would pro
mote a denominational prayer meeting filled with de
nominational error? Consider the prophet's words: 
"His watchmen are blind, they are all without knowl
edge; they are all dumb do.gs, they cannot, bark; 
dreaming, lying down, lovmg to slumber (Isa. 
56: 10). 

Elders are placed on the walls of spiritual Zion as 
"watchmen" to warn of danger (Eze. 3:17ff; 2 Tim. 
4:1-4). But who would hire a blind watchman or rely 
on a watchdog that will not bark? 

Paul warned the elders of the Ephesian church 
that grievous wolves would attack the flock (Acts 
20:29). He told Titus to teach elders that they have a 
responsibility to "exhort in sound doctrine and con
vict those who contradict" (Titus 1:9 NKJV). 

Well did the Lord describe elders who either pro
mote or allow to be promoted such as this denomina
tional pep rally: 

But he who is a hireling and not the shepherd, 
one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees. The wolf 
catches the sheep and scatters the sheep. The 
hireling flees because he is a hireling and does 
not care about the sheep Uohn 10:12-13 NKJV). 

The Lord's attitude toward such men may well be 
summed up in the words of Zechariah 11:17, "Woe 
to the worthless shepherd that leaves the flock!" 

Brethren, it is time to wake up and watch. Souls 
are being lost while watchmen sleep. Judgment day is 
coming (Heb. 13: 17). 1202 N. Beltline Rd. 
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Will the Cycle Be Unbroken? 
A Book Review 

By J. E. Choate 

Anew book by Dr. Douglas W. Foster, Will the 
Cycle Be Unbroken?, is in print and may ex
pect analytical evaluation from book review

ers. Literary and professional standards control such 
critiques and require a frank report. When an author 
proposes a barren and inhospitable view, he should 
not whine when his position is criticized. We are 
weary of brethren quoting Matthew 18 that "if you 
have something against me, why didn't you come to 
me?" The passage is about personal affronts and not 
public statements. Private matters are to be taken 
care of privately, and public matters are to be cor
rected before "all Israel and before the sun." 

This article is my method of going to my brother 
and saying you are wrong. And if I am wrong, let him 
expose me as dealing loosely or falsely. If my brother 
goes public with such a book as Will the Cycle Be 
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Do you believe the earth Is flat? Do you believe "'the flood" was 
local rather than universal? Do you believe the days of creation were 
eons long? These and other products of "'science falsely so-called" 
(1 Tim. 6:20) are expertly and biblically answered in the latest book 
by Curtis A. Cates, Ed.D., The Noahlc Flood. 

Brother Cates Is thorough In refuting the false theories regard· 
lng the Noahic flood. The simplicity with which he quenches the "fi· 
ery darts" of atheistic opposition to biblical fact Is overwhelming. 

I heartily recommend this book be used in every teaching situa
tion dealing with the authenticity of Genesis 1-11. A study and under
standing of this book Is a must for every Christian. 

Eddie Whitten 
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Unbroken?, what is ethically and morally wrong with 
a book review? David carried his rocks and sling 
when he slew Goliath. 

'lhe Burclea of the Book 

A book with a substantive thesis must be well written 
and clear to a thoughtful person. Dr. Foster has ren
dered a useful service to the churches of Christ. 
Those who would understand what Dr. Foster be
lieves, which includes his hometown fellowship in 
North Alabama, must read Will the Cycle Be Unbro
ken? The book is a confession of Foster's liberal posi
tion, and also says something about ACU. 

This article will focus on the core meaning of 
each chapter. The headings of the following para
graphs are also the titles of each chapter in the book. 
(Dr. Foster knows that I have labored years in his 
area of research in Restoration history.) 

Preface 
The thesis of Will the Cycle Be Unbroken? is that de
cades ago sociologists and religious historians de
scribed a speculation about "sect-to-church" progres
sion. Dr. Foster develops the hypothesis that the 
church of Christ began as a sect with roots traced 
back to the Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement. 

(Editor's note: Two obvious blunders are: 1) The 
sociologist is offering a blind and unprovable guess 
when he says that all religious movements begin as a 
sect and become a denomination; Dr. Foster's book 
would -have been impressive if he had supported his 
proposition with Scripture instead of the "oppositions 
of science falsely so-called''; 2) the church· of Christ 
began about A.D. 33 and is the one body of Christ, 
never having been either a sect or a denomination. 
The restored church is the same as the original. Other
wise, it is not restored. Therefore, it is not any more a 
denomination, than was the church jesus built (Matt. 
16:18). Foster's book makes the unscholarly blunder 
of starting with unscientific assumptions and proceed
ing to "profane and vain babblings. ,, Brother Foster 
needs to be careful about how he treats the body of 
jesus.) 



H. Richard Niebuhr (1929), an American ultra
liberal identified with the Neo-orthodox movement, 
furnishes Dr. Foster with the core idea for his book. 
Niebuhr asserted that in the development of religious 
movements "the process involves stages through 
which all religious groups tend to move. A period of 
initial fervor and exclusivity is followed by a stable 
consolidating phase." Mterwards, the church settles 
into "a comfortable position in the larger religious 
world, but without the fervor of its early success. The 
final state involves decline that could ultimately lead 
to the body's death." 

(Editor's note: Wonder if Niebuhr, and Douglas 
Foster, would say the same thing about the mission of 
Jesus and his blood-bought church? Did it start as a 
sect and progress into a denomination? If it did be
come a denomination, was God happy about it, and 
does the Bible approve of its denominational or sec
tarian status?) 

Dr. Foster, you are hopelessly entangled in the 
undergrowth of your commitment to a liberal theol
ogy. You wonder if the "Church of Christ" denomi
nation is not already caught up in this downward spi
ral of the sect-denomination-death pattern, which 
shows your lack of understanding that the church of 
Christ is the undenominational one body of Jesus. 

Dr. Foster acknowledges that churches of Christ 
today are troubled by controversies which have in
flamed old wounds and opened new ones. He raises 
the question: "[W]hat, if anything, can be done to 
stop it?" 

(Editor's note: Bible students know that the 
church of the first century, of which we read in the 
New Testament, was troubled by controversies, but 
that did not keep those who stood by revelation from 
being the one body of which Jesus is the head [Eph. 
1:22-23]. Controversies within the church are stopped 
by confronting and correcting error [Acts 15: 1-2]. Paul 
withstood Peter to the face and ~~before them all.") 

This is what this book is about- how to stop the 
decline and death of this "Church of Christ" denomi
nation. After brother Foster advises his liberal breth
ren in this respect, the Disciples of Christ (Christian 
Church) will need his assistance since their denomi-

Commentary on Romans 
"Justified by Faith n 

By Robin W. Haley 
-Based upon ASV 1901-

Write to: 912 E. Teresa • Sapulpa, Oklahoma 74066 
$6.00 postage paid 

nation is already in a "free fall" toward the sharp, 
deadly rocks below. Still, Foster would have the 
church follow in the wake of the Disciples of Christ 
denomination. 

At the end of the "Preface," Dr. Foster dons the 
mantle of, and quotes the words of, T.B. Larimore in 
anticipation of criticism- "Criticize fr~ely. I will not 
retaliate." 

(Editor's note: To borrow the words of a politi
cian, "Doctor Foster, you are no T.B. Larimore.) 

Foster's lntrodudloa 
The "Introduction" reveals Foster's mistaken idea 
that the church of Christ as just another Protestant 
denomination. He cites the books of Richard Hughes 
and Leonard Allen (ACU Press) who labor to show 
the time and place when the churches of Christ 
emerge in history as a full-fledged denomination. 
They, too, show a serious lack of understanding 
about the undergirding principles of the plea to re
store the church purchased by the blood of Jesus. 

These ACU historians presume to discover the 
roots of "our movement" in the philosophy of John 
Lock and the dogmas of the Restoration. We are un
derstanding more and more every day and in every 
way the motives which drive the theological engines 
of our liberal brethren. 

Cycles of Growth, Decline and Division 
in American Churches 

Dr. Foster provides us his devised scheme of the 
cycles in the growth of the church of Christ from a 
religious sect to a denomination, and its decline, and 
eventual death. Dr. Foster comes up with his own 
definitions of the liberal and conservative views. Any 
serious Bible student understands the essence of lib
eral theology - it is basically a denial of the author
ity of the Bible. 

This article identifies the sources of the liberal 
teaching that feeds the theology of our liberal breth
ren. Not a single one of these brethren to date has 
shown the courage to deal openly and forthrightly 
with a modern theology as it impinges on the 
churches of Christ. To use a little baby-boomer slang, 
they would "blow their cover" if they did. 

Dr. Foster shows his hand in his definition of the 
conservatives as that element who are less optimistic 
about human nature and who view human nature as 
flawed or even depraved. It is most difficult to assess 
Dr. Foster's meaning here. He identifies conserva
tism with the "old hermeneutic" with its alleged 
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"slavish" dependence on the principles of "precept, 
apostolic example, and necessary inference." 

(Editor's note: Doug Foster fails to tell us what is 
wrong with obeying Bible commands, and imitating 
approved examples, and accepting implications that 
are necessary. Jesus said, "The words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit and they are life.,, We are 
judged by the words of Jesus.) 

How Othen See Us -The Public Face 
of Churches of Christ 

This chapter would be more aptly titled "How Dr. 
Foster Sees the Churches of Christ." Dr. Foster calls 
attention to the coverage which the national media 
gives to the churches of Christ in the tabloid-like sto
ries of the misadventures and misfortunes of the 
churches of Christ, namely, the Crossroads/Boston 
Movement; the Marian-Guion-Church-of-Christ 
(Collinsville, Okla.) incident; the One Nation Under 
God program; and the Nashville Jubilee. 

Dr. Foster takes a dig in a lampoon of the conser
vative churches of Christ with his photocopy of a 
print from the Door magazine which nominates 
Churches of Christ as "Losers of the Month." 

How We See Ourselves 
Dr. Foster says churches of Christ "[H]ave a culture 
that we cannot escape. We must, within the bounds 
of our history and heritage, seek to come to God -
and this is true of everyone." The editors of Wine
skins magazines also say that the churches of Christ 
are a product of the Restoration Movement. 

This jumps out at the reader on almost every page 
of Foster's book. Not in one instance does he even 
hint that the church was heaven born in Jerusalem 
almost 2,000 years ago, and that it is honorable and 
right to restore it to modern society. The church of 
Christ is the restored ancient order. It is not the cre
ation of a new sect, as Foster wrongly supposes. 

Schools, Ledureships, and Papers: 
Institutions of Control and Uniformity 

The schools operated by members of the church dat
ing from Alexander Campbell's Buffalo Seminary 
(1819) struggled for over a century to become viable 
schools of higher learning. A major influence promot
ing the schools came from those who edited papers. 

(Editor's note: When, under the influence of lib
eral philosophy, the restored church was divided over 
the authority of the Bible, the schools went with the 
element that departed from the old paths. History is 
repeating itself.) 

12 ~~ound!~!! 

Lectureships have proved to have great influence 
on the church down through the years. The great lec
tureships conducted by FHU, HU, ACU, and Pepper
dine have enhanced the image of their respective in
stitutions with their alumni and the general public. 
Many of these forums are now being used to under
cut the principles they once promoted. There is an 
undeniable drift away from "the things that were 
heard" and from the "great salvation, which having 
at the first been spoken by the Lord were confirmed 
by them that heard." 

Complicated Patterns 
of Current Divisions 

Dr. Foster has a clear understanding that the church 
of Christ and the Christian Church are divided, and 
what brought the division in 1906. In this chapter, 
Dr. Foster describes unique groups in the churches by 
giving them identifying labels. He lists: 

• Liberalism with the observation that liberalism 
has a very high view of human ability with a wide 
view of the grace of God. The liberals view Scripture 
in moral rather than in legal sense. 

• Conservatism places much importance on doc
trinal precision and holds to the view that the scrip
tures are legal documents which demand strict obedi
ence to the letter of the law. 

• Pietism is defined as an inward mystical experi
ence empowered by the Holy Spirit to do good and 
live a godly life. 

• Intellectualism places the greatest importance 
on human understanding and mental ability. These 
are the scholars who understand the fine points of 
"lower criticism" and "higher criticism." (The less 
sensitive of the group stand behind their degrees with 
an arrogant demeanor.) 

Dr. Foster proceeds to identify six groupings 
within the church of Christ which relate to the four 
diverse, definable elements which categorize mem
bers of the church of Christ. According to Foster, 
they are: 

• The progressives tend to be highly educated, 
well read, and possess a high degree of social con
sciousness. 

• The pietistic group is marked by spirituality and 
godly living. They are marked by visible and audible 
forms of a charismatic behavioral pattern when 
seized by the personal presence of the Holy Spirit. 

• The evangelicals see themselves as a part of the 
larger conservative-to-moderate constellation in 
American religion. Such brethren are more at home 



in the mega-churches like the Willow Creek Commu
nity Church in Chicago. (The Willow Creek denomi
nation is not a restored church of Christ but is a Bap
tist church that has taken up the market approach to 
religion- the market approach is the sales pitch that 
says, "Give 'em what they want.") 

• The neo-conservatives are pictured as emerging 
in recent years from the "progressive intellectual ten
dencies." Many are trained in the liberal seminaries 
of prestigious universities. (My view is that informed 
brethren can see through the thinly disguised liberal
ism which is reflected in the new hermeneutic and 
don't like much of what they see.) 

• The fundamentalists are pictured as extreme 
conservative traditionalists who draw lines of fellow
ship against those who disagree with their beliefs. 

• The moderates' leaders counsel against the two 
extremes of liberalism and reactionary conservatism. 
They would follow a middle road between the two 
extremes. (The observation of this writer is there is 
no middle road between the extremes of liberalism 
and conservatism. Bible commands may not be com
promised. "Thou shalt not commit adultery" has no 
middle ground.) 

(Editor's note: Dr. Foster's arbitrary labels are 
largely meaningless. He would have been better ad
vised to discuss what the Bible says about obeying 
God a,zd ~~marking them that cause division and give 
occasions of stumbling." Divine revelation is de
scribed in Scripture as "oracles, precepts, commands, 
statutes, and laws." David said,: "Thou hast com
manded us to keep thy precepts diligently. 0 that my 
ways were directed to keep thy statutes!" Unlike Dr. 
Foster, David was an inspired man.) 

The 1890s and the 1990s: So Alike and So DiHerent 

Contrary to the observations of Dr. Foster, the same 
liberal theology which corrupted the Christian 
Church in the 1890s has expanded to include liberal 
churches of Christ today. It was not until the 1950s 
that the identical forms of liberalism began to creep 
into the church of Christ. 

God's Prescription for Unity 

That Dr. Foster would quote the words of Isaac 
Errett which were written in 1869 in response to a 
letter expressing concern that division faced the 
Christian Church raises serious questions. Errett 
wrote that "no one should allow himself to indulge 
such fears or to utter them." Isaac Errett was the 
chief architect of today's apostate Christian Church. 

He popularized the use of the organ in worship 
and helped phrase the "guilt clause" that to divide a 
church over the organ was a worse sin than the use of 
an organ in the worship. (Dr. Foster, just how are you 
using Errett in this context? Did you stay too long 
with heretics while earning your doctorate from 
Vanderbilt?) 

Then your question - "Is there hope of avoiding 
fracturing of churches of Christ, a weakening of our 
efforts to be New Testament Christians and the kind 
of people God wants us to be?" (My response is: 
What difference does it make to this dying denomi
nation, which Foster says that it is, whether it dies?) 

Dr. Foster why were you so careless in attributing 
the words of a Landmark Baptist preacher to David 
Lipscomb (Wineskins May 1992); and why are you 
now honoring Errett by quoting his prescription to 
secure unity among the Disciples? Now, Dr. Foster, 
you would not expect your conservative brethren to 
behave like chickens and applaud the wily fox while 
he patrols the neighborhood. 

Case Study: The Example of T. B. Larimore 

Not many of your brethren know that you command 
a definitive knowledge of T.B. Larimore, his life, and 
teachings. You know that the gentle Larimore 
preached his whole life through that the church of 
Christ is the body of Christ whose origin was on Pen
tecost A.D. 33, but which you say is a sect that had its 
beginning in the early part of the nineteenth century. 
That is a major difference between you and 
Larimore. 

Brother Foster, we will not let you hide behind 
T.B. Larimore who preached the gospel of Christ 
without fear or favor until the end of his life. You 
can't quote a passage from the pen of T.B. Larimore 
that he held to your sectarian views of the church. 
You dare not misquote him for fear the source will be 
tracked and identified. 

Following the Leaders: Where Are They 

You mention Alexander Campbell, David Lipscomb, 
and Batsell Barrett Baxter, none of whom agree with 
you. You neglect to name H. Leo Boles, N.B. Harde
man, and Don Morris, who also did not agree with 
you. Would you name ultra liberals like Alton 
Howard, Rubel Shelly, Royce Money, and Mike 
Cope, et al, all of whom agree with you, as models of 
leadership for today? 

(Editor's note: Douglas Foster needs to be re
minded that we do not follow those who cannot 

=c~ound!~!! 13 



rightly claim inspiration because they cannot verify 
the claim with bona fide miracles. Instead, we have 
"no creed but Christ and no doctrine but the New Tes
tament.,, Undenominational Christians ''speak where 
the Bible speaks and are silent where the Bible is si
lent.,, That is why they are undenominational. We 
may learn from but are not followers of Campbell, 
Lipscomb, Baxter, nor any other mere mortal.) 

Restoration: Gocl's Finished Work 
- Our Never Ending Question 

Chapter 10 is the key to understanding Dr. Foster's 
religious propaganda. He handles the Restoration 
principle in a generic sense which confuses the issue. 
He suggests the Catholics, Mormons, and the Unitar
ian-Universalist Association have their own peculiar 
notions of Restoration which tells us exactly nothing 
about the Restoration Movement. An attempt by 
Catholics, Mormons and Unitarians to re-form their 
denominational bodies is not the same as the call to 
go back to the Bible and the plea to restore the New 
Testament church. 

Brother Foster, why muddy the waters? You un
derstand what Alexander Campbell, John W. 
McGarvey, David Lipscomb, and T.B. Larimore had 
in mind in urging the restoration of the apostolic 
church by conforming to the New Testament pattern 
for the church. You are saying that the church of 
Christ had its birth on the American frontier as a sect 
and is progressing toward becoming a dying denomi
nation, which is as different from true restoration as 
the proverbial "daylight and dark." 

The Promise of Spiritual Renewal 
Dr. Foster asserts that every religious group begins as 
a sect and develops into a denomination, which then 
divides, deteriorates, and decomposes. His question 
with reference to the churches of Christ is: Will the 
cycle be unbroken? He tells us two things we must do 
to break what he calls a "cycle of division." He says 
the first is a spiritual renewal that alters our lives and 
transforms behavior. There must be the breaking of 
the arrogant human will and acknowledging our ut
ter helplessness in the hands of an omnipotent God. 

Dr. Foster demands an awakening of the 
churches of Christ and a conversion from the old way 
of thinking (old hermeneutic?) to a new one (new 
hermeneutic?). 

Dr. Foster, why do you weary us with your pious 
platitudes about knowing that the one who created 
us is in charge? Or, are you advancing the old Calvin-
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istic heresy that because God is Sovereign, man can 
do nothing to receive the "gift" of salvation? 

You speak of growing closer to God every day, 
and praying that God will raise up leaders who will 
guide us toward the unity for which Christ prayed. 
You say this even though change agents, of which you 
are one, are hard at work sowing seeds of division in 
churches all over the nation. When Jesus prayed for 
unity he was praying for those who "believe on me 
through their [the God breathed] word" ijohn 
17:20). Dr. Foster, Jesus prayed for unity based on 
the teaching of God's Word. 

Conclusion 
Dr. Foster, do you know that in 189 pages you have 
failed to define your concept of the church of Christ? 
Are you aware that in no place do you detail a plan to 
bring about unity in churches of Christ? 

I do not mean to be disrespectful, but the fact 
that you learned how to handle the mechanics of 
documentation does not make you a scholar. 

No one misunderstood that your Wineskins ar
ticle, "The New Birth and Christians and Unity" 
(Wineskins, May 1992), promoted a denominational 
idea of baptism to stretch fellowship to include de
nominations. You are assured that competent readers 
will understand that your overriding purpose in Will 
the Cycle Be Unbroken? is the same. 

Postscript 
I have no penchant for "writing brethren up," but 
neither can I be silent when there is distortion and 
misrepresentation, and the church for which Jesus 
died is under attack. 

The church of Christ, of which I am a member, 
was born on Pentecost A.D. 33. I will exercise every 
moral and religious right, under God and man, to tell 
the great story of the cross in defense of and promo
tion of Scripture teaching that the church of Christ 
today is the living church built on the truth that 
Christ is the Son of God. God helping me, I will pur
sue this biblical truth until my last breath. 

3714Yz Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 37215 

(Editor's note: Dr. Douglas Foster is a professor at 
Abilene Christian University. His new book is further 
proof of ACU's departure from basic Bible teaching. 
We, once again, call on the board of directors to take 
control and stop the school's free-fall into liberalism. 
It is useless to appeal to the president of the school or 
the faculty.) Fp 



Confession 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 
A. Importance of confessing Jesus as the Christ of Jehovah. 

1. "Fight the good fight of the faith, lay hold on the life eternal, whereunto thou wast called, and 
didst confess the good confession in the sight of many witnesses" (1 Tim. 6:12). 

2. "Thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteous
ness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation" (Rom. 10:9-10). 
a. The church is built upon the solid-rock-truth that jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God 

(Matt. 16:16-18). 
b. It is clear that in the absence of a confession of Jesus as Lord there can be no forgiveness of 

sins and no hope of eternal reward. 
II. Meaning of the Good Confession. 

A. Expresses faith in the sublime truth that Jesus is both Lord and Christ and that he died to save us. 
1. "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness; He who was manifested in the flesh, 

Justified in the spirit, Seen of angels, Preached among the nations, Believed on in the world, Re
ceived up in glory" (1 Tim 3:16). 

2. "Let all the house of. Israel therefore know assuredly, that God hath made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified (Acts 2:36). 

B. The confession acknowledges that Jesus is Priest and King. 
1. The Hebrew word Messiah and the Greek word Christ both mean "anointed." 

a. If Jesus is Christ, he is anointed of God (the Christ of God, or the Messiah of God). 
b. Jehovah appointed (anointed) his beloved Son to be head of the church and ruler of the uni

verse. Priests and Kings, under the old law, were anointed to their positions. The King ruled 
over secular matters, and the Priest ruled over sacred things.] esus rules over all things, but his 
kingdom is not political. 

c. Aaron and his sons were anointed and sanctified to be high priests (Ex. 30:30; Lev. 8:12). 
d. Samuel anointed Saul and David to their kingships (1 Sam. 10:1; 1 Sam. 16:13). 

2. Jesus is Christ (anointed) to be king of Kings and lord of Lords, and high priest forever after the 
order of Melchizedek (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14; Psa. 110:4; Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:17). 
a. He is to have absolute rule over us on earth and is our advocate in heaven: "And why call ye 

me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? Every one that cometh unto me, and 
heareth my words, and doeth them, I will show you to whom he is like: he is like a man build
ing a house, who digged and went deep, and laid a foundation upon the rock: and when a 
flood arose, the stream brake against that house, and could not shake it: because it had been 
well builded. But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that built a house upon the 
earth without a foundation; against which the stream brake, and straightway it fell in; and the 
ruin of that house was great" (Luke 6:46-49). 

b. Having confessed him as Master of our life, we will not hesitate to obey his command to be 
baptized in order to have our sins washed away (Acts 2:38; 22:16). We will be faithful to him 
at all cost, even to death (Rev. 2:10). 

c. He loves us and intercedes for us: "Wherefore it behooved him in all things to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertain
ing to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people" (Heb. 2: 17). 
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C. The confession is the creed of the church. 
1. The Bible is not our creed; Jesus is our only creed. 

a. The word creed means what one believes. 
b. Christians confess, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." That is our creed! 
c. Christians have no creed but Christ, and no doctrine but the New Testament (See 1 Cor. 

3:11; 1 Pet. 2:3-8). 
2. There is a supreme dignity in the good confession. 
3. Those who have made the good confession before us. 

a. Jehovah made the confession (Matt. 3:17; 17:5). 
b. Jesus made the confession (Matt. 26:63, 1 Tim. 3:16). 
c. Peter made the confession (Matt. 16:16). 
d. Martha made the confession Uohn 11:27). 
e. Stephen made the confession (Acts 7:55-56). 
f. Timothy made the confession (1 Tim. 6:12). 

D. Made with the mouth (Rom. 10:9-10). 
E. If we confess him, he will confess us. 

1. "Every one therefore who shall confess me before men, him will I also confess before my Father 
who is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father 
who is in heaven" (Matt. 10:32-33). 

2. "But thou hast a few names in Sardis that did not defile their garments: and they shall walk with 
me in white; for they are worthy. He that overcometh shall thus be arrayed in white garments; 
and I will in no wise blot his name out of the book of life, and I will confess his name before my 
Father, and before his angels. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the church
es" (Rev. 3 :4-6). Fp 
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Seeker, What Are You Seeking? 
By Jay Stephens 

I n those days came John the Baptist, preach
ing in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying 
Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand. For this is he that was spoken of by the 
prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. And the same John had 
his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle 
about his loins; and his meat was locusts and 
wild honey. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and 
all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, 
And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing 
their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto 
them, 0 generation of vipers, who hath warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruits meet for repentance: And think 
not to say within yourselves. We have Abraham 
to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able 
of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham 
(Matt. 3:1-9). 
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John the baptist called for change in his day. 
Comes now before us a number of agents and archi
tects of change, who say that the church of Christ 
must change in order to reach the NOW generation. 
We are told about the new group of "seekers" who 
are interested in Jesus and God. They go from a reli
gious group to religious group searching and seeking. 
In order to attract and keep these seekers (who alleg
edly have a lot to offer to the church), we must make 
some fundamental changes. To determine these 
changes, we must get into the seekers mind. 

Two of the foremost authorities on seekers are 
George Barna, who issues The Barna Report annually. 
His report is based on a survey of lifestyles, values 
and religious beliefs of the nation. A second author
ity is none other then the Willow Creek Community 
Church in Willow Creek, Ill., just a few miles north
west of Chicago. This denominational group became 
an "authority" by virtue of their phenomenal growth 
in the late 1980s. Many of the different denomina
tions are flocking to Willow Creek for seminars and 
workshops on how to attract seekers and get into 
their minds. 

The Seeker Model 

A seeker is described by these authorities as one who 
wants God, but not "doctrine," which the seeker la
bels as "stuff." - The seeker wants Jesus, but not a 
church. The seeker is also experientially oriented; 
that is, he is looking for a religious experience. He 
wants a religion he can "feel." He also applies the "so 
what" test to everything that he sees, hears, and ex
periences in regards to religion, asking "What is in it 
for me?" He also asks, "How does this relate to my 
life today?" The seeker is glued to the notion of "vis
ible success." He is looking out for number one. 

In order to attract seekers to our assemblies and 
keep them there, we are told that we must meet their 
needs. Among their needs is a desire for "real" rela
tionships (friends); and a hunger to be "plugged-in" 
with believers who are dealing with real life. Let's 
discuss what the seeker is looking for. 

First, the seeker is looking for reality, not reli-



gion. In the seeker's mind, religion and reality are 
not the same. Reality for many seekers means that 
there are no absolutes, that all things are relative and 
that a person has to make decisions based on culture, 
political correctness and the situation itself. To the 
seeker - religion as he has known it is a bundle of 
absolutes and codes which have no bearing on how 
he runs his life today. 

Second, the seeker is looking for friends and 
friendships. The ''now'' generation is looking for 
friends at church. These friends fit into his demo
graphic. He is not looking for old people, people of a 
different color or background, but people like him 
with whom he can establish relations. 

Third, the seeker is looking for fun. To the mod
ern seeker of religion, fun is an essential part of 
church. The church experience is being compared to 
the movies, the theater, a sporting event, or any other 
event where the seeker goes and passively experi
ences entertainment. Can we keep him awake? Was 
the investment of his time in the attendance of our 
services "worth" it? 

Finally, the seeker is looking for comfort. Today's 
religious seeker is looking for a group to tell him how 
good he is, how nice he is, to reinforce his self-image. 
He is not comfortable with preaching that condemns 
"sin." Sin describes the rest of the world, but not his 
shortcomings. He is not comfortable with preaching 
about the devil. The devil is not relevant. The seeker 
is also not comfortable with the concept of self-sacri
fice and service to others. He wants to know what 
religion can do for him. 

Key Questions 
According to the "authorities" - the change agents 
both within and without the church - there are 
some key questions that we must ask ourselves in re
gards to attracting and retaining seekers. Question 
one is: "Are we a 'friendly' church?" Question two is: 
"Are we, 'visitor friendly'?" (There is a subtle differ
ence between number one and number two.) Ques
tion three is: "What can we offer to a seeker?" In or
der to adapt so that we might attract and retain the 
seeker we must make some fundamental changes in 
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what we do and how we do it. Let us discuss how we 
can change our functions in order to attract seekers. 

Morning Praise 
In our Sunday morning service, we must emphasize 
"love." We must eliminate a "stoic" (impassive and 
apathetic) atmosphere. We must eliminate doctrine. 
The seeker defines doctrine as "stuff" and he is not 
interested in stuff. The morning service must be fast
paced and entertaining. The seeker is looking for 
drama, choirs, instrumental music, movies, comedy, 
and dramatic interpretation. This leaves him with the 
feeling that he has invested his time wisely. 

Evening Fellowship and Adlvitr 
We must provide opportunities for activity, rather 
than plain, old worship services. Rather than a sec
ond Sunday worship service devoted to doctrine, we 
must provide the seeker an opportunity to link up 
with members in community or church-based activi
ties. We need to cut back on teaching "things," and 
make time for doing things. 

Midweek Fundions 
We must meet from house to house. To attract and 
retain the seeker, we must get away from church 
building activities during the week and provide "care 
groups" or "mash units" in the homes of members. In 
other words, midweek activities provide for a better 
use of time when the seeker can bring his baggage 
and problems to a member's home and learn how to 
deal with them. 

The Model Exploded 
To avoid overreacting to the agents of change and 
their model for growth, we must step back and sur
vey the model along with their assumptions and 
evaluate them in light of the Bible in order to judge 
their usefulness to the church today. I will not deny 
that some change is good and that some of the ideas 
presented may have application in some settings; at 
least, they should be evaluated properly. However, I 
want to document several serious flaws in this pro
gram for change that is being circulated in some of 
our congregations. 

Firstly, we ought to investigate the notion of the 
"seeker." Jesus had some things to say about people 
who would seek him. In John 7:17, he said: "If any
one wants to do His will, he shall know concerning 
the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I 
speak on My own authority." In the eyes of Jesus, a 
seeker is one who desires to do God's will, and 
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wishes to come to God on God's terms, as opposed to 
someone who wants to come to God on his own 
terms. Jesus has tasked the church with going out 
into the world and spreading the gospel. In the great 
commission (Mark 16:15-16), he avoided designat
ing any particular age group, race, color or financial 
status as the object of our efforts - plant the seed. In 
Luke 8, he compared those who spread the Word of 
God with a farmer who sowed seed. The comparison 
included four kinds of hearts: 1) wayside hearts, that 
are distracted by the devil; 2) rocky hearts, with no 
depth of commitment; 3) thorny hearts, choked by 
the cares and pleasures of life; and, 4) good and hon
est hearts, who hear and keep the Word and bear 
fruit with patience. In its assumptions regarding 
seekers this new model is seriously flawed. The bibli
cal concept of a seeker is one who wishes to hear 
God's Word and earnestly desires to obey and keep 
it. Their notion of a seeker is one who is more inter
ested in "what's in it" for him. Dare we invest our 
precious time courting such an individual? (Cf. Matt. 
7:6). 

Secondly, the modern seeker is asking, "What's in 
it for me?"- describing his motivation. But Jesus 
identified a true disciple as one who says, "How, 
where, and when may I serve?" In Luke 9:23-26 we 
have this discourse: 

If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save 
it. For what advantage is it to a man if he gains 
the whole world, and is himself destroyed or 
lost? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My 
Words of him the Son of Man will be ashamed 
when He comes in His own glory. 
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The seeker model is flawed in the assumptions that it 
makes about proper motivation. 

Thirdly, the seeker model calls for an appeal to 
the seeker's desire for fun and comfort. Yet the pur
pose of true worship ijohn 4:23-24) - yea, of any 
Christian activity - is not fun for the sake of fun. 
The purpose of worship and work in the church is to 
save lost souls and to edify members in order to ac
complish that task. The acts of worship will provide 
joy and enjoyment, even though they are not de
signed primarily for that purpose. One can find joy in 
humbly obeying God's commands. One can sing en
thusiastically, putting his heart into the effort, and 
experience a gamut of emotions. One can bow in 
prayer and feel the presence of God. One can con
tribute and feel good. One can hear the gospel 
preached and be moved to joy by his obedience or to 
repentance by his conviction. 

Pray tell, if fun and entertainment, including 
drama, interpretation, choirs, and other unscriptural 
innovations, become a major portion of attracting 
and retaining seekers; what do we do when our seek
ers become bored with those things - bring the Dal
las Cowboy cheerleaders? 

Fourthly, the seeker rejects doctrine, yet Jesus 
cannot be separated from his doctrine - his Word. 
He said, "He who rejects Me, and does not receive 
my Words, has that which judges him - the Word 
that I have spoken will judge him in the last day" 
ijohn 12:48). Paul, by inspiration, calls upon preach
ers of the gospel to constantly preach doctrine: 

I charge thee, therefore, before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom: 
Preach the Word; be instant in season, and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with alllongsuf
fering and Doctrine (2 lim. 4: 1-2). 

This new program for change is fatally flawed 
because it virtually eliminates God's power to save
the gospel, the faith, the doctrine of Christ (Rom. 
1:16). I cannot imagine a worship opportunity or a 
class period where the doctrine of Christ is not 
taught! 

Fifthly, the seeker model is flawed in its attempt 
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to restructure our current model for worship and 
work. The New Testament is emphatic in its teaching 
that we need to come together as a congregation of
ten (Acts 2:46; Heb. 10:25). Worship services di
rected toward God and organized according to the 
Scriptures are the only approved services (Col. 3: 17). 
A good purpose is served by holding two worship ser
vices on Sunday. The notion that we ought to sacri
fice teaching and instruction time so that people can 
have time to "do" activities is outrageous. God calls 
on the church to edify its members (Eph. 4:12). The 
church then calls on its members to sacrifice their 
own time to serve others. When we begin to compro
mise assembly times in order to encourage seekers to 
"practice" their religion, where does it stop? Will the 
time come when meeting for one hour a week be
comes too much of a burden and we do away with 
assemblies entirely? A house divided against itself 
cannot stand (Matt. 12:25). Perhaps Satan can use 
this new model to subdivide the congregation and 
destroy us! We had better wake up. The present wor
ship model serves us well and calls upon individuals 
to structure their own time in order to "fulfill the law 
of Christ" in doing good (Gal. 6:1). 

Conclusion 
The seeker model as described by the agents and ar
chitects of change is a model for self-destruction, and 
must be rejected. It takes a church already populated 
with too many self-centered people, and asks us to 
recruit more. It asks the church to change in order to 
suit the whims of seekers rather than call upon seek
ers to change to meet their God. It only serves to 
bring us closer to the denominations until we become 
one ourselves. 
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Even the well-meaning "change agents" are -
through this model - advocating the building of a 
"facade" over the church to "sneak" the seeker into 
our midst and then, while he least suspects it, convert 
him! Agents of change need to be more like the gos
pel preachers of the Bible and call for changes of the 
heart, like John the baptist and Jesus. Too many of 
our internal change agents are good golfers, lectur
ers, and consultants, but poor Bible students. 

William Ralph Inge said, "The church which is 
married to the spirit of its age will be a widow in the 
next world." Paul said, "For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine, but after their 
own lusts, shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; And they shall turn away their 
ears from the Truth, and shall be turned unto fables" 
(2 Tim. 4:3-4). Scary, isn't it? We must avoid the no
tion of changing to meet the modern seeker on his 
terms. We must ask: "Seeker - what are you seek
ing?" and confront today's seeker with the gospel of 
Christ which commands him to repent and meet God 
on God's terms. 
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Words 
By Tom Bright 

"Dear Sausalito ... Your father and mother are the 
epitomes of Ahab and ]ezebel. Barnyard animals have 
better morals than your parents. Your father is fat~ 
dumb~ ugly~ and stupid. Your mother has the manners 
of a pig and looks like a hog! Your family is the op
posite of everything meant by words like cultured, 
polished, refined, and elegant. The terms boorish, 
coarse, crude, gross, and vulgar describe them. They 
are unkempt~ disheveled, slovenly~ and untidy. To 
compare your house to a pig pen would belittle the 
pig. You have no positive personal traits. You are dis
honest~ unethical, unscrupulous~ and untrustworthy. 
I would be hard pressed to find one positive thing I 
could say about you.,, 

I re you thinking, "I can't believe what I am 
reading? How could you say such cruel 
things?" 

Let me explain: 
A person wrote a letter to Ann Landers. The let

ter said: 
In a recent column you made it dear that 

you don't like raunchy language (I think you said 
'four-letter words'). I'd like to ask why are you 
so hung up? 

Words are only sounds. They mean no more 
or less than you want them to mean. Some of the 
most obscene people I know use the purest lan
guage. It's how you treat your fellow man that 
counts, Ann, not your choice of words. I'm dis
appointed in you. I thought you were more so
phisticated than that. 'Sausalito.' 

Does "Sausalito" believe what he wrote? Suppose 
his pharmacist wanted to fill his doctor's prescription 
not on the basis of what the doctor wrote but on the 
basis of what the pharmacist thought the doctor may 
have intended by what he wrote. 

Suppose I wrote the above in response to him. If 
Sausalito took offense at my letter, I would answer, 
"Why are you indignant?" You said, "Words are only 
sounds and they mean no more or less than you want 
them to mean." 

I could argue that I did not say one negative thing 
about Sausalito's family. Everything in my letter was 
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complimentary. You read only my words, and not 
what I meant. When I said your mother looked like 
and acted like a hungry pig, I meant to liken her to 
the virtuous Esther. You just misunderstood me. 

When I compared the morals of your parents to a 
barnyard animal, I was complimenting them on their 
purity and chastity. When I said your father was fat, 
dumb, ugly, and stupid, I was commending his hand
someness and wisdom. 

The terms boorish~ coarse~ crude, gross~ and vul
gar were in the best of taste. I meant for them to 
mean "cultured, polished, refined, and elegant." M
ter all, "words mean no more or less than you want 
them to mean." You must read intent and not words. 

Sausalito clearly did not agree with Ann Landers 
when she said she did not like raunchy language? But 
if words mean only what we intend for them to 
mean, then we can never know whether he agreed or 
disagreed. Sausalito could not know what Ann 
Landers meant by her statement. 

Sausalito's thinking is more common than you 
might suppose. The idea that words carry no precise 
meaning and that we are to pay no attention to what 
a person says but are to consider only what he meant 
or intended is a basic of liberalism. 

Religious liberal philosophy is influenced by the 
idea that words have no meaning. It comes as no sur
prise that many refuse the Bible teaching on one 
church, and that some use mechanical instruments of 
music in worship and praise of God, and that most 
do not observe the Lord's Supper every first day of 
the week. It is not that we cannot understand what 
the Scriptures teach on these points, but people are 
brainwashed into thinking that words carry no exact 
meaning. We are at liberty to give words any meaning 
we suppose may have been the intent of the writer. 
With Sausalito's view of language, we can never un
derstand either God or man and every person be
comes a law unto himself. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

By Irene Taylor 

(We are happy to open our pages to our beloved sister, Mary Lois Forrester.) 

Hospitality Not Optional 

H ospitality is not optional to Christians. The 
Bible admonishes men and women to be 
"given to hospitality." One of the qualifica

tions to become an elder is "given to hospitality" (1 
Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8). An elder and his wife must be an 
example to other members of the church. They should 
care enough to give their time, money, energy, and 
love. In other words, to throw out the welcome mat. 

Hospitality is opening our homes to others, visit
ing the sick and widows, making visitors feel wel
come at the services of the church and being kind. All 
of these are acts of love. ''And above all things have 
fervent love among yourselves, for love will cover a 
multitude of sins. Use hospitality one to another 
without murmuring" (1 Pet. 4:8-9). Small deeds are 
steppingstones to greater service and labors of love. 

Webster's definition of hospitality is "receiving 
and entertaining guests generously and kindly." This 
means we must invite into and open our homes and 
hearts to others. Hospitality is more than a gracious 
gesture; it is a Christian virtue. Caring and sharing 
truly indicates our willingness to be hospitable. Paul 
admonished "distributing to the necessity of saints; 
given to hospitality" (Rom. 12: 13). 

An excellent example of hospitality is the 
Shunammite woman to the prophet Elisha. The story 
is told in 2 Kings 4:8-37. The Scriptures call this 
Shunammite woman a "great woman." 

She [Shunammite woman] said unto her hus
band, I perceive that this is a holy man of God 
which passeth by us continually. Let us make a 
little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us 
set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, 
and a candlestick, it shall be when he cometh to 
us, that he shall turn in thither (2 IGngs 4:9-10). 

This couple reacted to a need. They built a spe
cial room for Elisha and his servant. God has often 
selected a certain home for special works. And what 

could be a greater service than providing food and 
shelter for one whose life is devoted to God. The 
home is enriched by these contacts. 

Elisha wanted to repay this woman for her kind
ness. Elisha and Gehazi, his servant, discussed the 
matter. Gehazi answered, "She hath no child and her 
husband is old." Then Elisha said, ''About this season, 
according to the time of life, thou shall embrace a 
son" (2 Kings 4:16). This great woman was blessed 
because she was "given to hospitality." 

In the New Testament, we read about Mary, 
mother of John Mark, who opened her home to 
Christians (Acts 12). Luke tells of the time when 
many were gathered together and were praying in 
her house for the welfare of Peter. Upon Peter's res
cue from prison by an angel of the Lord, he hastened 
to Mary's house where a prayer meeting was in 
progress. Peter knocked on Mary's door, and a maid 
answered. As a Christian woman, she did a great ser
vice to the early church by opening her home. 

Lydia, a religious business woman, is another ex
ample of hospitality. Lydia was a first in many ways: 
First to become a Christian in Europe; first business 
woman to put first things first. 

Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke preached the truth. 
Lydia's heart was opened, and she was baptized and 
her household, "She besought us, saying, If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my 
house, and abide there" (Acts 16: 14-15). What a 
dedicated woman! How inspiring to think that a 
woman as busy and successful as Lydia would take the 
time to open her home to this group of missionaries. 

From Genesis to Revelation we learn of hospi
table men and women. Christians should "count it all 
joy" to be "given to hospitality." Mary Lois Forrester 
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Potpourri. • • 
Liberals 

O"There two kinds of liberalism. A liberalism 
which is always, subterraneously authoritative and 
paternalistic, on the side of one's good conscience. 
And then there is a liberalism which is more ethical 
than political; one would have to find another name 
for this. Something like a profound suspension of 
judgment" (Roland Barthes). 

"Liberals can understand everything but people 
who don't understand them" (Lenny Bruce). 

"The principle feature of American liberalism is 
sanctimoniousness. By loudly denouncing all bad 
things ... liberals testify to their own terrific good
ness. More important, they promote themselves to 
membership in a self-selecting elite of those who care 
deeply about such things ... It's a kind of natural aris
tocracy, and the wonderful thing about this aristoc
racy is that you don't have to be brave, smart, strong 
or even lucky to join it, you just have to be liberal" (P. 
J. O'Rouke). 

"Liberal - a power worshipper without power" 
(George Orwell). 

"I sit on a man's back, choking him and making 
him carry me, and yet assure myself and others that I 
am very sorry for him and wish to ease his lot by all 
possible means - except by getting off his back" 
(Leo Tolstoy). 

Little Member 
&lOn Saturday (Nov. 19, 1994) Gaebel Guenther

Williams, a celebrated wild-animal trainer, came to 
the circus and entered the cages of the ferocious big 
cats and dazzled the crowd with his ability to make the 
beasts perform. Hours earlier, confronted by a police
man with a parking ticket, Guenther-Williams yelled 
and threatened and provoked his own arrest. The 
world's greatest animal tamer and his unruly tongue 
were released from jail just before the big show. James 
3:7-8 says, "For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and 
of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath 
been tamed of mankind: But the tongue can no man 
tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison" (Sub
mitted by Dennis Mcintosh, Farmington, Mo.). 

History Repeats 
0 Kit Chalcraft, a vicar in the Church of En

gland, was warned by his bishop that he faced dis-
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missal if he went through with a planned third mar
riage; such a man, the bishop said, "can in no way 
bear witness effectively to Christian standards of 
marriage." Henry VIII, the founder of the Church of 
England, had six wives. 

"And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his 
wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry 
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth 
her which is put away doth commit adultery" (Matt. 
19:9). 

Theologian-in-Chief 
OBill Clinton, defending his position on homo

sexuals in the military, said that God made "everyone 
a sinner," which blames God for man's actions. Fur
thermore, if God made "everyone a sinner," bank 
robbery, rape and murder are excusable, too. Presi
dent Clinton also said the passages of Scripture cited 
for opposing abortion are "ambiguous." It would be 
interesting to know what biblical passages the presi
dent finds ambiguous. Is the meaning of Psalm 139 
unclear: "For thou didst form my inward parts: Thou 
didst cover me in my mother's womb .... I am fear
fully and wonderfully made ..•• My frame was not 
hidden from thee, When I was made in secret, And cu
riously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 
Thine eyes did see mine unformed substance; And in 
thy book they were all written, Even the days that 
were ordained for me, When as yet there was none of 
them"? Or the Lord's statement to Jeremiah, "Before 
I formed thee in the belly I knew thee, and before 
thou earnest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee"? 
How about, "Thou shalt not kill"? From the time of 
Jesus to now Christianity has not wavered in its con
viction that abortion is killing and homosexual prac
tice is sin (Cal Thomas, Los Angeles Times Syndicate). 

Not Guilty 
Oln an upcoming book, What Would Jesus Say?, 

the writer speculates on how Jesus might respond 
under given circumstances. He says, for instance, that 
if Jesus walked into a Madonna concert, he would 
defend and excuse her. The author is certain that Jesus 
would never say anything to make us feel guilty. 

This is typical of modern guilt-free religious phi
losophy - all grace and no duty, all love and no jus
tice, all heaven and no hell. When Jesus was on the 



earth, did he rebuke sin and make sinners feel un
comfortable? How did the immoral woman in Sa
maria feel when Jesus told her to call her husband 
Uohn 4:16-18)? Do you suppose she felt embar
rassed? Jesus pressed Peter with the question, "Do 
you love me," until Peter was grieved Uohn 21:17). 
Jesus harshly denounced scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 
23). Jesus was good and tender and loving and kind, 
but he could also deal severely with sinners. The first 
time around Jesus came to save and not punish. The 
next time Jesus will come with fire in his eye and a 
sword in his mouth and feet of burnished brass. We 
are well advised to respond favorably to the Lord of 
Glory riding a "colt the foal of an ass" that we may 
not know the wrath of the Lord of Glory sitting 
astride a great white charger. If we receive the swad
dling clothed babe of Bethlehem, we will never know 
the fury of the Son of God in blood-sprinkled gar
ments. "Repent . .. or else ... " 

Cartoon 
0 Psychologist sitting by patient on couch and 

saying, "I'm O.K .... you're nuttier than a fruitcake." 

Quotation 
O"Of course, it's the same old story. Truth usu

ally is the same old story" (Margaret Thatcher). 

It Ain't Over Till It's Over 
OThe Clinton administration staged a day-long 

"diversity" conference for military personnel, co
sponsored by the Navy and 14 other federal agencies. 
It was a crash course in political correctness and fea
tured the video On Being Gay. The film claims that 
homosexuality is natural and biblical, and touts 
"sexual minorities" in the workplace. A lesbian 
speaker said that religious people who oppose homo
sexual behavior "need education - period." The to
tal cost of the tax-funded event is not known. 

Abstinence Is In 
OA 1992 study by two professors at Bowling 

Green State University found that couples who live 
together before marriage are more likely to divorce 
than those who do not. A 1994 survey by the Sex In
formation and Education Council of the United States 
found that of the teens who have had sex more than 
half wish they had delayed the experience. Many 
teens have learned the hard way that sex without a 
lifetime commitment is empty. Two recent Family 
Research Council surveys found that the people who 
report the most satisfaction with their sex lives are the 
faithfully married (Washington Watch, Oct. 1994). 

Makes Sense 
0 Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, former editor of Chris

tianity Today, has offered a few ruminations on reli
gion and modern America. He wrote: "The ideal way 
to transform a sinful society is not political compul
sion but spiritual transformation, that is, evangelistic 
proclamation and regeneration." 

(Bible students have always known that "it 
pleases God through the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe.") 

Henry also said, "The collapse of modernism 
into postmodernism makes imperative the demoli
tion of the self-refuting dogma that "all truth claims 
and all ethical claims are culture-conditioned and 
historically localized." The deconstructionists and 
their allies secretly claim exemption as private gods, 
while they would abandon the rest of us to the devil. 
The relativization of truth goes back to Eden. 

He also affirmed, "Those who appeal to the Bible 
only selectively, however devoutly, disagree among 
themselves over what to retain and what to reject." 

News Reports 
CIJoel Ford, a Mississippi man, filed a lawsuit 

against the Bible, asking $45 million in damages from 
Oxford University Press and others on grounds that 
the book is hearsay that oppresses blacks and gays. 
He dropped the suit for lack of funds. 

O(A real letter to a Hispanic professor). Dear Dr 
..... : Thank you for your application for the assistant 
professor opening #279-923 in the Anthropology 
Board of Studies at the University of California, 
Santa Cruz. Enclosed you will find an ethnic identity 
card that must be completed and returned. . .. The 
university is an affirmative action/equal opportunity 
employer. 

OThe woman's studies department of St. Louis 
University put up a poster of "Christa," a big
breasted female Jesus hanging on the cross. Judith 
Gibbons, the department director, said, "The Chris
tian image of Jesus on the cross is always male." 

fJQueer Nation, in a Chicago handout, said: 
"Jesus of Nazareth lived with 11 other men. They 
slept together, loved each other, kissed and em
braced. There was one, the beloved disciple John, 
whom Jesus especially loved." 

$Newsweek [Dec. 19, 1994], reporting on 
American Universities, said: 95 percent of violent 
crimes on campus is alcohol or drug related. 73 per
cent of the assailants and 55 percent of the victims of 
rape had used alcohol or other drugs. ACU has 

=c~ouncJ!~!! 2 7 



announced that students who visit off-campus estab
lishments "whose primary purposes include the sale 
and consumption of alcoholic beverages and danc
ing" will be tolerated and not disciplined (Optimist, 
Sept. 2, 1994). 

flThe Fair Housing Laws Advertising Training 
Manual put out by the California Newspaper Publish
ing Association advises: "It is illegal to advertise that 
a house is near or within walking distance of church 
buildings." They claim this is religious discrimina
tion. The manual also says it is illegal in an ad to 
specify the sex of a roommate; for example, it is un
lawful for a female looking to share a room to specify 
"female preferred." 

OThe Massachusetts Division of Medical Assis
tance has revealed that it spent almost $50,000 in 
1993 on fertility drugs for 260 people, including 
about 80 mothers on welfare. Two of those moms al
ready had eight children each. 

$The Senate voted (August 1994) to cut off aid 
to school districts that inhibit legal school prayer or 
teach homosexuality as acceptable lifestyle. Hurrah! 

OA Church of England bishop, Anthony Free
man, was relieved from his post because he does not 
believe in God. Freeman published a book in which 
he says, "There is nothing out there; or if there is, we 
have no knowledge of it." Sixty-five other priests 
have petitioned the bishop to reinstate the unfrocked 
priest. The bishop in defending his action said the 
main reason he dismissed him was the priest taught 
"young men in training for the priesthood in the 
Church of England an atheistic outlook" and this "is 
not conducive to such training nor a good example to 
these young men." 

OBishop John Spong of Newark, N.J., at the re
cent Episcopal Church General Convention, issued a 
statement saying he will ordain homosexuals despite 
church rules. Fifty-two bishops signed the Spong 
statement. "We believe that some of us are created 
heterosexual and some of us are created homo
sexual," the Spong statement said. "We believe that 
both homosexuality and heterosexuality are morally 
neutral, that both can be lived out with beauty, 
honor, holiness and integrity." 

OThe Platform of the 1993 March on Washington 
for Lesbian and Gay and Biequal Rights and Libera
tion lists 62 demands. Among them: Repeal of all 
laws forbidding cross-dressing and sodomy, and low
ering the age of consent for sex of all kinds, a huge 
increase in federal funding for AIDS (out of the de
fense budget), a recognized legal right of gays to 
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marry and adopt, mandated Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgender Studies Programs at all ·levels of 
education, homosexuals in the military, safe and af
fordable artificial inseminations, access to the full 
range of reproductive options ... to all people regard
less of age (i.e., abortion on demand for 13-year
olds), open U.S. borders for all HIV positives, and 
forced opening of the Boy Scouts to homosexuals. 

OA pro-homosexual "diversity" day sponsored 
by the Pentagon featured a lecture by a gay activist 
attacking orthodox biblical teachings on homosexu
ality- all at taxpayers' expense. The direct assault 
on religious beliefs about homosexuality occurred at 
each seminar of the conference. 

About Gambling 
OBob Stupak, Las Vegas's most controversial ca

sino owner, once used a tick-tack-toe-playing chick
en to lure gamblers into his casino. His comments 
provide insights into how some casinos operate. 

• On greed: "We target everybody. That's the 
business I'm in. Money's money. What's the differ
ence if it's a social security check, a welfare check, a 
stock dividend check?" 

• On slot machines: "When we put 50 machines 
in, I always consider them 50 more mousetraps. You 
have to have a mousetrap to catch a mouse." 

• On gambling "entertainment": "You can't dis
guise this industry. You can put clown uniforms on; 
... you can have Streisand, but it is what it is. It's our 
duty to extract as much money from the customer as 
we can. And send them home with a smile on their 
face." 

• On superstition: "For 20 days in a row, my crap 
pit lost money. Mter five days, I changed the dice 
manufacturer. After 18 days I bought new tables and 
burned the old ones. Put new tables in, new dice, new 
sticks, new dealers. All the praying in the world isn't 
gonna change your luck." 

• On alcohol: "Benny Binion [late owner of 
Vegas's Horseshoe] used to say, 'Whiskey is the great
est gambling tonic in the world. Although everyone 
else in town was pouring a three-quarters shot, he 
used to say to give them a shot and a half. He was 
right.'" 

Abortion 
0 In Clearwater, Fla., friends of abortion remain 

irked over the indictment of Miss Kawana Michele 
Ashley for allegedly killing her six-month-old fetus 
by firing a pistol into her womb. 



Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway - North Carolina -Directory 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roben 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the (407) 657-0657. 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. Plant City- Springhead Church of Christ, 1402 

977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton- Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-

-Arkansas-
Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of 
Wed. 7 p.m.J. Roben Brooks, minister (813) 754- Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
1776 or 754-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott Lowder, 

minister. 787-5814. Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932_1643. Sun. Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
9 10 5 W d 7 J K G next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

' a.m., p.m. e • p.m. . • ossett, W d 7 30 G S '1 II . . 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. p.m., e . : p.m. ene tl we , mmtster; 

Tony Williams, youth minister. 
-Oregon-

- California -
Gladstone- 225 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., call 789-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackwonh, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Byron- 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. Son Hwy 
49 (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N- 2 mi. to building. 
Camper hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 

Twentynine Palms, 72309 Larrea Ave., 92277. 7 p.m. Call (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 
(619) 367-9400. We will contact loved ones or 
friends. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Roben R. Stephenson, preacher. -Indiana-

Vacaville_ 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Evansville -West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
6 W d 7 (707) 448 5085 Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., a.m., p.m., e . p.m. - • W d 6 

Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 6:30 p.m., e · :30 p.m. 

- Minnesota -
C central 

BURCH OF CHRIST Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
1320 South Church SL, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Missouri-

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10,11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off l-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

-Colorado-
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-

Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

3866, 334-3757. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell 
Broking, evangelist. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. Home of the Northwest Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 nonh of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Abilene - Eastside Church of Christ, 805 N. 
Judge Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The 
Bible is our pattern. 
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Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

. -Virginia -
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of mE Faith... Dooley, ministers. Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 

a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 

Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 135 

G. Hecker, preacher. Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
(703) 382-7777. Houston - Fleerwood Church of Christ, 15935 San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 

Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219• Sun. 9• 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, s 9 30 10 30 6 w d. 7 30 Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Ch"~ evangelist. un. : , : a.m., p.m., e : p.m., .... ., 

Terry M. Hightower, preacher. Route 3, Box 220, 24360. 1h mile S.l-81 8c 1·77 

Hunt - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Whitten, preachers. Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244: (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Give a gift subscription to a friend. 
1-800.572-3619 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-
7903, 672-3097. 

Available from the Firm Foundation 
• Exploring the Life of Christ (set of 4 workbooks), Allen Robertson .......................... $5.00 set 
• Lessons on the Home (suitable for class study), Johnie Scaggs Jr ............................... $5.00 
• Change Agents and the Churches of Christ (hard cover), Wm. Woodson ................... $14.00 
• Denton Lectures -I, II Kings; I, II Chronicles (1993), Dub McClish ........................... $14.00 
• Southwest Lectures- Daniel (1994), Gary Colley ...................................................... $14.00 
• A Commentary on Romans (hard cover), Roy C. Deaver ............................................ $25.00 
• Psalms (studies on all of the Psalms) Vol. 1 and 2, Roy C. Deaver ....................... $25.00 set 

To order call toll-free 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. 

We will send the books and bill you the price listed plus shipping. 

Firm Foundation 
Bible Correspondence Course 

Sixteen Bible lessons written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The Rrst Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Ufe of Christ 14. By· Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 
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Price: 15 cents each-$2.40 per set-plus shipping 
Answer sheets Included free upon request. 

To order call toll-free 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the lessons and bill you. 



CLASSIFIED Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring 8c Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $50,000 per incident. No physical 
e~am. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
H1ghtower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230. Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed especially to 

accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, 1X 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Boolcfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Twenty-two passenger bus; 1983 Ford, Diamond 
body, F350, Econoline XL, 460 Cubic In., 42,900 
miles, $10,000. Call Church of Christ, Mangum, 
OK (405) 782-3331. 

Preachers Wanted 
Preacher wanted: Established congregation in 
Central Valley of Calif. is seeking a minister. Must 
be grounded in the faith and sound doctrine of 
Christ. If interested, please contact: Larry Mixon 
(805) 327-2054, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or (805) 399-5995 
after S p.m. 

Experienced preacher needed in Sheridan, WY, with 
partial support. Committed to evangelism. 
Congregation 65 8c growing. Will consider older, 
retired man with income. Preacher's home, utilities 
8c partial support. Send sermon tape, resume, to 
Ralph Crump, 120 N. Parle Rd., Sheridan, WY 
82801. (307) 674-9594 eve. 

Evangelist wanted: Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
Pottstown, PA. Congregation of 75 members needs 
sound gospel preacher. House provided, salary, 
utilities and benefits negotiable. Send resume with 
references and sermon tape to Charles Smith, 1344 
S. Keirn St., Pottstown, PA 19464. Host 
congregation of Southeastern Pa. Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Congregation of about 80 members needs sound 
preacher who respects authority of the Bible. Salary 
negotiable. 3-BR, 2 bath house. Call Kenneth 
McMahan after 4:30 p.m. (615) 529-2933 or send 
resume to Watertown Church of Christ, 239 
Central Ave., Watertown, 1N 37184. 

Wanted: Full-time preacher for a small conservative 
congregation of 40 members. Salary and house 
provided. Send resume, references, tape, and picture 
to Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., Dayton, 
OH 45431 

Full-time minister wanted for Church of Christ in 
DeQuincy, LA (near Lake Charles). Salary, 
expenses, and modern Preacher's house furnished. 
Please send resume, tape, or video to Elders, 
DeQuincy Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1104, 
DeQuincy, LA 70633. Or Call for information: 
Ray H. Hyatt (318) 786-2083, Kyle Perkins (318) 
786-3031. 

Minister needed: Small congregation in need of a 
preacher of sound gospel doctrine. Willing to help 
us in growth for the Lord. Have our own lovely 
church building; can pay $15,600 annually. J.W. 
Luttrell, 14 Forest Lakes, Robbinsville, NC 28771. 
(704) 479-6929 

Parker, Colorado. We are looking for a full-time 
preacher to help us evangelize a rapidly growing 
community that is located just outside of Metro
Denver. We are a congregation of 40, and are self 
supporting. Applicants must be conservative and 
have a proven soul-winning resume. Contact jim 
Taylor (303) 799-4664; Allan Banta (303) 841-
7594, or Chuclc Boerner (303) 755-5925 for further 
information. 

The Keller Church of Christ in Texas is searching 
for a new pulpit minister. We are a congregation 
of 350 on the outskirts of the Dallas/Ft. Worth 
Metroplex in a very fast-growing area. If interested, 
please send your resume and an audio/video tape 
to Keller Church of Christ, P.O. Box 179, Keller, 
TX 76248. 

Wanted: Youth Director. Willow Avenue Church 
of Christ is seeking a spiritually sound man to 
work with young people in the congregation and 
the surrounding area. This position involves 
developing a youth program that addresses areas 
of spiritual growth, faithfulness, service, fellowship, 
and other areas of concern to today's young people. 
Salary is negotiable. Send resume to Willow Avenue 
Church of Christ, 225 N. Willow Ave., Attn: Box 
A, Cookeville, TN 38501. 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send resum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-
2554 

Four Gospels Compare. Complete text in chron
ological order, arranged under 390 topical head
ings. $11.25 plus $205 S8cH; 10 or more, 40% dis
count plus S8cH. Graham Stanfill, 13627 Falba, 
Houston, TX 77070-3808, (713) 955-0007. 

Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely dear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal 
for Bible classes for all ages and for cottage 
evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and 
power of New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending $11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 
1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

Miscellaneous 
Preachers Available 

Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
Preacher available. Dennis Crecelius, Box 476, Italy, - an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
TX 76651. (214) 483-7523. Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

For Sale 
Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/11 (1994)- $17.50 
JUghtly Dividing the Word, Vol. I- $12.50, JUghtly 
Dividing the Word, Vol. H- $16.50 or set for 
$27.00. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Church of 
Christ 

FUNERAL 
SONGS 

~ TOU. FREE NAnONWIDE 
1-soo-654-5918 

48 SONGS • AVAilABLE ON 
COMPACT DISCS AND CASSE1TE 

The "Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An easy, 
enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or 
more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

For personal library: Looking to buy early 
brotherhood classics; 19th and early 20th centuries 
(especially debates). Write George F. Beals, 2545 
Madrono, Ann Arbor, MI 48103. 

Rob Whitacre is in need of financial assistance to 
attend Southwest School of biblical Studies for 2 
years, fall 1995. Resume available on request. Am 
available for interview and preaching. 31357 
Deerfield Terrace, Bulverde, TX 78163, (210) 438-
7875. 

- Advertising Poli9y -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundtlflon reserves the right to ac· 
cept or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some. things we will not 
promote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent;, though we may occaslona~ly~f4fl. 
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Rrm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for adver
tisements:The Rrm Foundation retains the prMiege of laying out all advertising. The 
cost for this Is $50 for a full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for anything under a half
page. This Is in addiUon to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would 
like to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to 
comply with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the 

. overall app~arance of the paper. 
In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank you I 
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Third Annual 
Southeastern Pennsylvania 

Firm Foundation Lectureshi~ · 
-April 23-26, 1995-

''The Church That Jesus Built'' 
Sunday, Aprl/23 

9:00 a.m ............................... The Church in the Mind of God ................................................... Keith Mosher 
10:30 a.m ............................... The Church and Scripture - Inspiration .................................... Keith Mosher 
7:30 p.m ............................... The Church's Relationship to Christ ............................................ Paul Kidwell 

Monday, Aprl/24 
9:00 a.m .•••••.....•.••..............•• The Church and Culture .......................................................... Lindell Mitchell 

10:00 a.m ••••••.........••.•....•••••••• Is There a Perfect Church? .....•...•....•............••.•...••....•............••• Perry Cotham 
11:00 a.m ............................... Identifying the New Testament Church - 1 ................................... Tim Kidwell 
1 :30 p.m ............................... The Church and Preaching .................•...•...................•.......••.• Warren Kenney 
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11:00 a.m ............................... ldentifying the New Testament Church- 2 ................................... Tim Kidwell 
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7:30 p.m ............................... The Church and the Kingdom ........•.....••..•..................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
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9:00 a.m ............................... The New Testament Church and Salvation •.......•........... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

10:00 a.m ............................... The Work of the New Testament Church .................................. Lon Mohundro 
11:00 a.m ............................... Are All Churches of Christ Alike? ................................................... Jody Apple 
1 :30 p.m ............................... The Church in Heaven •.......•.••.•.......•...•.........................•....... Emmitt Channell 
2:30 p.m ............................... Christians and the New Testament Church ............................... Lon Mohundro 
3:30 p.m •••••••..••...•••••••.••..•.•.. The Church and World Religions ............................................... Perry Cotham · 
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We Won't Get Fooled Again 
David W. Hester 

Regular readers of the Firm Foundation know 
that Douglas A. Foster did a "hatcher job" on 
David Lipscomb in the maiden issue of Wine

skins. Brother Foster attributed the words of a Land
mark Baptist preacher to Lipscomb and, what's 
more, he "doctored" the quotation itself! Now, 
brother Foster has apologized, and that is commend
able (although L. Toreador called it into question in 
the July 1994 issue of Firm Foundation). 

But, as the little girl in the movie Poltergeist said, 
"He's back!" Brother Foster has recently written the 
book, Will the Cycle Be Unbroken?, published by 
ACU Press. Much could be said about the book's as
sumptions and semantic games, but one point in par
ticular bears scrutiny. Foster quotes from the late 
G.C. Brewer in support of an argument he makes 
concerning churches of Christ. 

To understand the quotation, consider what Fos-
ter says just before it: 

On the other hand, to those who see Churches of 
Christ as a body of people dedicated to follow
ing Christ, but not the only ones legitimately 
making that effort, the above viewpoint (deny
ing there are Christians 'outside our borders' -
DH) appears to be the ultimate example of sec
tarianism. This second group agrees wholeheart
edly that Christ's church encompasses all the 
saved and that it is not a denomination. They in
sist, however, that Christ's church is not con
fined to one visible, historically-bound body 
named Churches of Christ. Both sides condemn 
sectarianism, but each holds a radically different 
concept of what it is (pp. 48-49). 

One could well take issue with the word games 
Foster plays, bur that can wait for another time. Fos
ter continues, "There have always been respected 
voices in Churches of Christ who have insisted that 
neither biblical Christianity nor our immediate heri
tage were exclusive in nature." Notice the word ex
clusive. He then says, "Doctrinally conservative and 
loyal to Churches of Christ, these voices have in
sisted that the bounds of God's family are not con
fined to our fellowship." Note that quotation well. It 
will loom in importance later. 

Having said all of this, he proceeds to quote from 
brother Brewer. We present the quotation as laid out 
in Foster's book: 

Any institution that does not include all of God's 
children cannot be the church of God. Even if 
such an institution is composed entirely of Chris
tians, contains only Christians, and yet does not 
contain all Christians, it cannot be the church of 
God .... To apply the terms the church, or the 
church of God or the church of Christ, to any 
limited number of Christians is to sectarianize 
these scriptural phrases .... We have, in spite of 
ourselves, become a sect whose special purpose 
is to contend against sectarianism (emphasis 
Foster's). 

At first glance, brother Brewer seems to support 
Foster's contention. However, two things immedi
ately come to mind. First, what did Foster omit from 
the citation? Considering his track record, suspicions 
would naturally arise. Second, consider what Foster 
said immediately preceding the citation: "People like 
G.C. Brewer (d. 1956) and Monroe Hawley have 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

A Call to Repentance 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

S 
orne of the commands of God are impor

tant, but other rules of God are negli
gible, and still other laws from the Al

mighty are insignificant. First-level laws (the 
important ones) dictate whom we may fellow
ship; the second- and third-level laws are okay 
to study and discuss, but have no effect on who 
will or will not be saved. 

Granted, you will never find sophistry like 
this in the New Testament, but you will find it in baby-boomer 
Rubel Shelly's super-nonsense article styled ''A Call to Biblical Ac
tion" presented at Forum XII, which was sponsored and approved 
by Abilene Christian University. The 300 or so delegates to the 
convention gave him a standing ovation. We are glad he received 
such flattery in this life, and expect that is what he was seeking. 

If Shelly has given us some keen insights and helpful solutions, 
we will be forever grateful to him. If, on the other hand, he has 
taught error, we need to know that, too, and he needs to repent. 

Rubel based his first-, second-, and third-level commands on 
Romans 14:1 to 15:3. He says the passage applies to and approves 
such things as instrumental music in worship, female preachers 
and elders, extra-congregational church organization and drink
ing alcohol. 

Now, brother Rubel, where would you put circumcision for 
salvation. What level is that? Is it first-order, second-order, or 
third-order? Shelly says first-order things are confessing Jesus as 
the Son of God, the cross, and the resurrection of Jesus. All else is 
either second or third level. It follows that Rubel would have to 
place circumcision for salvation on the same level as eating meat or 
celebrating a holiday. On such matters Rubel says we must not 
judge (condemn). 

That is the difference between Rubel Shelly and the apostle 
Paul. When teachers came from Jerusalem saying to Gentile Chris
tians, "You must be circumcised after the manner of Moses, or you 
cannot be saved," Paul had "no small dissension and disputation 
with them" (Acts 15 :1-2). Wait a minute! Do you mean that the 
inspired apostle Paul had a big argument against those who were 
advocating a second- or third-level command? Further, the church 
of the first century was divided over circumcision for salvation, 
and the apostle Paul was responsible for it. 

When Peter withdrew from Gentiles and kept no company 
with them when "certain" false teachers came from James, Paul 



"withstood him to the face because he was to be blamed." Paul re
buked Peter that the "truth of the gospel might continue" with the 
saints in Galatia (Gal. 2:11-12). Now, Rubel, what do you say 
about this? Paul caused a big problem in the church over the ques
tion of circumcision for salvation and association with disciples of 
a different ethnic background. Paul thought it was a matter of fel
lowship. What do you think, Rubel? 

Shelly has a sullen idea about what Romans 14:1 to 15:3 is 
teaching. The passage is saying that some things are in the area of 
indifference - like whether to be a vegetarian. If some brother 
wants to eat only broccoli, let him do it - provided he does not 
condemn a brother who wants to eat a McDonald's hamburger. 
The hamburger-eating disciple ought not to make fun of the one 
who eats only broccoli. God has given no rule about hamburgers 
and broccoli, and we are left to our own judgment. 

If someone wants to use a guitar in making music to praise 
God, he is out of order because God said, "Sing." On this question 
God has spoken. Singing is a specific kind of music, and the silence 
of the Scriptures about the guitar forbids its use, just like the com
mand to build the ark of gopher wood excluded pine wood. The 
Bible says, "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doc
trine of Christ, hath not God" (2 John 9). That means, of course, 
that the Christian Church folks do not have God. 

A reliable but confidential source reports that if you ask the 
highest ranking officials of Abilene Christian University, "Is it a sin 
to use instrumental music in worship of God?" They will answer, 
"It would be to me." If you persist, saying, "That is not what I 
asked you .... Is it a sin to use instruments of music in worship of 
God?" They will say, "No!" 

Test this for yourself. See if any official at ACU will say plainly 
that instrumental music in worship of God is sinful. 

Royce Money, Bill Young, Douglas Foster, Andre Resner, C. 
Leonard Allen, and others closely connected with Abilene Chris
tian University will not say instruments of music in worship of Je
hovah transgress a Bible principle, that is, are sinful. 

Try me! Prove me wrong! Where is the man in the administra
tion or faculty of ACU who will say using instruments to praise 
God is sin, and those who use it in worship of God are without the 
promise of eternal salvation? 

Brother Shelly, you ought to be a teacher, but you "have need 
that someone teach you the rudiments of the first principles of the 
oracles of God; and have become such as have need of milk, and 
not of solid food." So, let me give you some milk of the Word. 

First rudiment: The New Covenant contains positive divine 
commands. This includes such things as: "Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts unto God. And whatsoever ye do, in word or 
in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him." The positive command is to sing and, on 
the basic principle of the law of inclusion and exclusion, the instru-
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ment is prohibited (for an in-depth discussion of this 
point see the Shelly/Dunning Debate in which Rubel 
Shelly proves from the Scriptures that it is a sin to use 
instruments of music in worship of God- Shelly 
against Shelly). Another plain command of the Lord 
is: "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." An
other such rule is: "Let the women keep silence in the 
churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but let them be in subjection, as also saith the law." 

· The Bible also commands us to "be not drunken with 
wine, wherein is riot." There are many concise Bible 
rules for human conduct. To obey these commands 
with strict conformity is to be complete (perfect) in 
the sight of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). To refuse these 
laws is to go beyond what is written and, therefore, is 
to be without God, which is to be without hope. 

Second rudiment: The Bible does not contradict 
itself, and, therefore, nothing in the teaching of the 
New Testament excuses us from obeying the positive 
divine commands of the New Covenant. Saving faith 
produces works of obedience to the law of God 
Uames 2:14-16). We build upon the rock when we 
hear and do the commands of Christ (Matt. 7:24-27). 
Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to "all them 
that obey him" (Heb. 5:9). "And to whom sware he 
that they should not enter into his rest, but to them 
that were disobedient?" (Heb. 3:18). Those who do 
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not obey will be eternally damned (2 Thess. 1: 8). 
Third rudiment: There are some areas of human 

conduct to which the New Covenant addresses no 
command and for which God's Word gives no rule. 
An example of this is the food we eat. The New Tes
tament, for instance, gives no dietary law. 

Fourth rudiment: Romans chapter 14 is talking 
about rudiment three and not about rudiments one 
and two, otherwise the Bible is a babble of confusion 
and unworthy of God. We must not put a construc
tion on the teaching of Paul that would make him 
oppose himself. 

In his speech brother Shelly chastises the church 
because she has held firmly to the Bible principle that 
worship in spirit and truth requires singing and for
bids instrumental music. He wants to know "who art 
thou that judgest the servant of another?" In one 
sweeping sentence Rubel sits in judgment upon men 
like N.B. Hardeman, Foy Wallace Jr., C.R. Nichol, 
Gus Nichols, Guy Woods, Joe Blue, Joe Warlick, and 
many others. Shelly claims that all these men sinned 
grievously because they debated the question of in
strumental music and took the Bible side of the ques
tion. Shelly thinks they were inexcusable because 
they judged the servant of another. "To his own Lord 
he stands or falls." In this Shelly condemns himself 
because he, too, has debated the issue and con
demned the use of instrumental music in worship of 
God. Has he repented? 

Now, brother Shelly, Paul in Romans 14:4 is talk
ing about matters of indifference ... things concern
ing which there is no word from the Lord ... things 
not legislated in the New Testament. He is not talk
ing about circumcision for salvation, instrumental 
music in worship, women preachers and elders, get
ting drunk, or any other thing about which the Lord 
has spoken. 

Rubel, if you are right, you are still wrong. You 
say it is wrong to judge people on second- and third
order doctrine, but you do it. In your speech you not 
only judged all those who insist that instrumental 
music in Christian worship is sinful but you damn 
them as dividers of the body of Christ and call upon 
them to repent. 

Brother Shelly, you are wrong, and we beg you to 
repent. We will all be judged by the words Jesus au
thorized Uohn 12:48). We are judging you on the 
basis of God's eternal Word and invite you to return 
the favor. P. 0. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
Fp 



We Won't Get Fooled Again 
(continued from page 1) 

insisted that we cannot and must not equate our vis
ible fellowship of Churches of Christ, as great and 
noble as it is, with the universal church." In other 
words, there are Christians in a right relationship 
with God in the denominations. Could that be what 
Brewer was saying? 

In checking the quotation, one finds that it is 
from the 1952 Harding Lectures. Brewer's lecture 
was titled, "The New Testament Church and Sectari
anism." In searching for the lectureship book, it was 
discovered that the book is hard to come by. But, in a 
moment of sweet irony, the ACU library had a copy 
and lent it out! 

When Brewer's lecture is read in full, the two 
concerns just mentioned are validated. The first three 
sentences of the citation by Foster are from page 165 
of Brewer's lecture in a section titled, "Whom does 
the church include?" But notice what Brewer said on 
page 164 in the section, "What is the church?" After 
pointing out how the saved are added to the church 
by God, he says: 

Since this was done each day as they were saved 
- the same day they were saved - it follows 
that no saved persons ever remained out of the 
church overnight. The idea, therefore, of being a 
saved person, a Christian, and not being in the 
church is not only unscriptural; it is absurd. One 
could no more be saved and not be added to the 
church than o ne could be born and not thereby 
be added to the family into which one is born. 

To erase any doubt of what Brewer meant, we 
quote what he said after the first part of Foster's cita
tion on pages 165-66: 

We become children of God and, therefore, 
members of the church of God by the spiritual 
birth- the birth of water and the Spirit - o r by 
conversion or by obeying the gospel. Nothing 
less than this can make anyone a Christian - a 
member of the church in the true sense. 

Does this sound like Brewer believed there are 
children of God in a right relationship in the denomi
nations? Ah, but there is more. The last sentence in 
Foster 's citation is taken from the section in Brewer's 
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lecture titled "Sectarianizing Scriptural Phraseol
ogy." The sentence is in the middle of a lengthy para
graph on pages 175-76. Read the following and 
judge how fair Foster's quotation of Brewer is: 

The people who started out to restore the New 
Testament church and who adopted the maxims, 
'Where the Bible speaks, we speak; where the 
Bible is silent, we are silent' and 'Bible names for 
Bible things, and Bible thoughts in Bible terms' 
have fallen into the error of using Bible terms in 
a sectarian sense. When we used Bible designa
tions in their proper sense, we could, with no 
amount of persuasion, induce our friends among 
the sects to apply these terms to us. They would 
concede that we were Christians but they vehe
mently insisted that we were 'Campbellites' -
that is, that we belonged to a sect of Christians. 
Our fundamental proposition was to destroy all 
sects and induce all followers of Christ to be 
Christians only and this was the one point that 
brought the bitterest opposition from all sectar
ians. They would allow us to differ from them on 
any special point of doctrine and still be friendly 
with us, but they could never endure the idea 
that we were not a sect in the same way that they 
are sects. They might even concede that we had 
more truth than any of them had if only we 
would agree to make our portion of truth the 
creed of a sect. They did not care what we con
tended for if only we would make the contention 
as a sect. That is why our opposition has grown 
so weak in these days. We have, in spite of our
selves, become a sect whose special purpose is to 
contend against sectarianism. The word 
Campbellite has about disappeared from the vo
cabulary of our neighbors. Why? Because they 
are willing for us to have a scriptural name if we 
will give it sectarian limitations. They are ready 
to concede us the right to form a sect and then to 
name that sect whatever we choose. They 
scruple not nor hesitate to call us 'Disciples of 
Christ' using the capital 'd' for disciples and thus 
making a proper name out of the expression. 
That denotes a sect and all sectdom is ready to 
felicitate the newcomer. On the terms 'Christian 
Church' and 'Church of Christ' using the capital 
'c' for church in each case are thus made proper 
names and are entirely acceptable to our oppo
nents. They become the name of a sect. They 
designate a special band of professed Christians 
and that is all any sect is (The New Testament 
Church and Sectarianism~ G.C. Brewer). 

On the last page of Brewer's lecture, he says: "To 
exalt any one of these [names of the church] into the 
patented name of the church is to sectarianize that 
expression." That is far different from what Foster is 
claiming. 

Again, remember what Foster said before the cita
tion: "Doctrinally conservative and loyal to Churches 
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of Christ, these voices have insisted that the bounds 
of God's family are not confined to our fellowship." 
Also, "People like G.C. Brewer (d. 1956) and Mon
roe Hawley have insisted that we cannot and must 
not equate our visible fellowship of Churches of 
Christ, as great and noble as it is, with the universal 
church." Foster is obviously attributing beliefs to 
Brewer that Brewer never had. 

Brother Brewer wrote a booklet tided As Touch
ing Those Who Were Once Enlightened. This was a 
response to two men, Reedy and Etter, who had left 
the church, gone into denominationalism, and had 
written reasons for leaving. Notice some excerpts 
from brother Brewer's booklet: 

That one fallacy 'Upon which Reedy and 
Etter launched their attack is the assumption that 
the church to which they belonged and from 
which they were departing is a sect whose doc
trines and practices they had ceased to believe 
and to whose arbitrary authority they could no 
longer submit. 

If their assumption were correct - if there 
is a sect called Church of Christ and if their alle
gations against it are true and correct, then (1) 
they did right in leaving that 'fellowship' in 
which, according to their statements, they were 
not 'fellowshipped' any way, and (2) those of us 
who belong to the New Testament church have 
nothing at all to do with this discussion and dis
affection. We are no more concerned about de
nominational disputes in the Church of Christ 
than we are about disputes over doctrines and 
practices in any other denomination. 

... No one has ever yet been able to meet the 
issue on the plea for the return to the New Testa
ment - a restoration of the New Testament 
church. All have to admit that there was a church 
in the New Testament and that men were mem
bers of it and worked through it to the glory of 
God without any of the organizations or institu
tions that we now have. Then why may we not 
be members of that body and why may we not 
work and worship now just as New Testament 
Christians did? Why belong to any church or 
body that conversion/obedience to the gospel
does not add you to or align you with? Why rec
ognize any head but Christ? (Eph. 1:20-22; 
5:22; Col. 1:18 ). Why submit to any authority 
except the authority of the Lord? Why wear any 
denominational name or vow allegiance to any 
denominational authority? (pp. 73-74). 

"He being dead, yet speaketh." It is high time for 
brethren to raise their voices in opposition to at
tempts to revise the history of the church of our Lord 
and insist on a true account. 

The Bible faculty at ACU seems determined to 



affect a transformation of the Lord's church into a 
denomination. 

A popular song from the late 1970s aptly summa
rizes the situation. The Who's lead singer, Roger 
Daltry, intoned: "We won't get fooled again/won't 
get fooled again!" Rt. 4 Box 138 

Tuscumbia, AL 35675-9437 

(Editor's note: Brother Hester has written a book 
titled Among the Scholars that is well worth the read
ing. Brother William Woodson wrote the introduction 
to the Hester book and, among other things, said: 

David is a young preacher, and a good preacher. 
He represents that large group of Christian 
young people, in various places, who have been 
well trained at home, in the church, and in genu
ine Christian education. Consequently, their 
convictions are true and strong. Though some 
might say they are of the 'boomer' generation, 
they are not a part of it and will not give ground 
to the change agent approach to revise and adapt 
the gospel to reach the 'boomer' or any other 
generation. These young men and women are 
just beginning to be heard from, but the sound of 
their stirring is clear and welcome. They and 
others will not allow the seed of destruction to 
be sown without resistance. We welcome their 
strength of conviction and resistance. 

Some might suppose that Rubel Shelly is in the 
boomer generation and Hester is a part of the X gen
eration. However that is, brother Woodson is exactly 
right in his appraisal of David Hester and a growing 
cadre of fine, young gospel preachers who, like a great 
man in another time, have drawn the sword of the 
Spirit and thrown the scabbard away - Dobbs.) 
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A Corredion 
By Earl Trimble 

Afriend called to my attention that in my 
article on "Incarnation" (Firm Founda
tion, Nov. 1994) I said that when Jesus 

came to earth to be "in the form of a servant," he 
"emptied himself" of "the form of God" (Phil. 
2:6). I should not have said that. The word form 
means the essence of something. Jesus did not 
abandon his God nature while in the flesh. Still, 
restricting some attributes of deity was necessary 
for him to become flesh. 

As an example please note: (1) God is "un
tried in evil" Games 1:13), but (2) Jesus was 
tempted (Heb. 4:15). A proper conclusion from 
these two premises is that Jesus in servant form 
limited some of his infinite attributes but did 
not change his God nature. He continued to be 
God while "in the likeness of men." 

The Holy Spirit gave Jesus power to do 
miracles Uohn 3:34). Jehovah gave Jesus the 
words he spoke -words that were not his own 
Uohn 8:26). The heavenly Father gave his very 
Son on earth "to have life in himself" U ohn 
5:26). Jesus on earth could do "nothing of him
self" but had right of judgment because he did 
not his own will but the will of the Father who 
sent him Uohn 5 :30). Jesus, therefore, set aside 
the fullness of his power, but "in him dwelleth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily." 

Infinite God cannot "take the form of a ser
vant" without limiting his power. This would be 
true of the Holy Spirit if he literally indwells the 
child of God. Jesus was not omnipresent, nor 
omniscient, nor omnipotent during that time 
when he was "made in all things like unto his 
brethren." Though self limited, he continued 
his God nature. 

'~d without controversy great is the mys
tery of godliness He who was manifested in the 
flesh, Justified in the spirit, Seen of angels, 
Preached among the nations, Believed on in the 
world, Received up in glory" (1 Tim. 3: 16). 
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Divine Grief 
By Frank Chesser 

God is not a cold, detached deity, void of feel
ing for his human creation. He has not iso
lated himself in the heavens, having severed 

the emotional umbilical cord between himself and his 
offspring. God's deep feeling of love for his creatures 
defy measurement. 

Thus, "Jesus wept" Oohn 11:35). He is deeply 
"touched with the feeling of our infirmities" (Heb. 
4: 15). Disturbed over the unbelief of the Pharisees, 
Jesus was "grieved for the hardness of their hearts" 
(Mark 3 :5). Paul admonished Christians to "grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God" (Eph. 4:30). Humanly 
speaking, there are tears in the eyes of God. 

By invitation, Hosea entered the heart of God. 
He was instructed to take a "wife of whoredoms" 
(Hos. 1:2); a woman in whose bosom was the latent 
seed of harlotry. In process of time, it germinated and 
blossomed. Gomer left Hosea and her three children 
and embarked on a course of sin that robbed her 
youth and beauty and reduced her worth to the price 
of a slave (Hos. 3:1-2). 

Hosea loved Gomer. He was a loving husband 
and devoted father. However, Gomer spurned his 
love and drove rivets of grief into his heart. Surely, the 
sobs of the prophet must have pierced the quietness of 
the midnight hour and bathed the night in tears. 

God loved Israel. He found her lying in the blood 
of national birth. He washed her and robed her in 
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blessings divine. When she reached maturity, he took 
her for his wife (Eze. 16:1-14). God was a perfect 
husband. His love for Israel, as is his love for all men, 
was deep and unfathomable. Israel was the "apple of 
his eye" (Deut. 32:10). 

Israel rejected the love of God. With arrogant 
disdain she declared, "I will go after my lovers" (Hos. 
2:5). She bowed herself to the Baalim of the land and 
broke the heart of God. 

All sin is ultimately against God. David recog
nized this truth and said, '~gainst thee, thee only, 
have I sinned" (Psa. 51:4). Joseph viewed the seduc
tive eye of Potiphar's wife and declared, "How then 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" 
(Gen. 39:9). Will you add another tear to the eye of 
God? 39 Andress St. 

Jacksonville, FL 32208 
(Editor's note: Brother Frank Chesser is an out-

standing gospel preacher. He conducts many gospel 
meetings each year and always does a good job. In a 
recent letter he said: 

The church is indebted to you for your good 
work. You have written some of the most power
ful articles on present problems disturbing the 
church that I have ever read. Having to deal with 
such problems on a continual basis, I would 
think that discouragement is no stranger to you. 
By the good grace of God, I have enjoyed many 
opportunities for gospel meeting work over the 
past 20 years. I could give you a long list of faith
ful gospel preachers who proclaim the old 
Jerusalem gospel. Many of these brethren are 
encouraged in their efforts by your good work. 
The Firm Foundation is playing a major role in 
attempting to stem the tide of digression among 
us and I commend it everywhere I go. Keep up 
the good work. I am seeing signs of renewal of 
interest in the old paths. There is much over 
which to rejoice. 

Our deep-felt thanks, brother. You are right, the 
shadows are lengthening, the road is long, and the 
burden is heavy. Powerful men are at work to destroy 
us, and it seems that ''we are killed all the day long," 
but "if God is for us, who can be against us.'' We take 
heart, and press on. Your endorsement and words of 
encouragement are a veritable "balm of Gilead" to us. 
May God bless you, Frank. - Dobbs.) Fp 



LoreHa Goes Home 
By Darrell Conley 

On December 14, 1995, at 4 p.m. my darling surgery on both eyes, two broken hips, a broken 
wife, Loretta, went home to be with the ankle, a broken foot, double bypass heart surgery, 
Lord. We had been married for more than 3 6 and for the past four years had been on kidney dialy-

years. It was not long enough. We met when we were sis three days a week, she never complained. She con-
17. Our family had just moved to El Paso to work tinued to think of others, not herself. This was true to 
with the North Loop congregation. I first the very last. She was a marvelous cook 
saw her in the young peoples class on Sun-.-------,-------. and continued to cook dishes for other 
day morning which met in one room in a people until told repeatedly by her doctor 
small adobe house on the church property. that she had to stop. 
We had our first date a week later. When During her active years, she worked to 
we married, that house became our home help support our family, while never ne-
when the church hired me to be the assis- glecting them or her church work. For 
tant to my dad. Her father, J.T. Crow, was more than thirty years, she taught in the 
an elder. Bible school each week, in addition to oc-

We attended Ysleta High School to- casionally teaching a ladies Bible class, or 
gether our senior year. I gave her an en- a teacher-training school. She studied the 
gagement ring on her 18th birthday, Bible with fr iends and co-workers 
Valentine's Day, 1958. We graduated in May and were throughout her life and was responsible for convert-
married August 29 of that year. We were young, but ing several. She continued to talk to people about the 
we never regretted our decision to marry. We were Bible at the dialysis clinic and to the nursing aides. 
close. Not a day went by without telling each other of For the past three years, she participated in the life 
our love. When we had to be apart, we spoke each day chain along San Pedro Avenue in San Antonio, sitting 
by telephone. She was very sentimental about her in her wheelchair for three hours, holding a sign that 
rings and never removed them from the day we were read, "Abortion Kills Babies." She was a constant 
married, and would not allow them to be removed support to me in my work. She was the ideal wife for 
during her many surgeries. Our children decided that a preacher of the gospel. She was very soft spoken. 
she should be buried with her wedding rings. She never said an ugly thing about anyone. She never 

Her children and grandchildren were the joy broke confidences. She was loved by everyone. 
of her life. Our son, J.D., preaches in Spencer, Her funera l was conducted by Hal Smith and 
W.Va. Our daughter, Marietta, is a member where I Darrell Debo, men we have known and loved since 
preach in San Antonio. Our foster daughter, Sheila, is we moved to Burnet County to work with the Marble 
living in Kansas City. She has lived with us since she Falls church when we were twenty-one years old. We 
was 15 and is a Christian due largely to Loretta's always thought it interesting that her mother's 
teaching and example. Our eldest grandson, Kenny, maiden name was "Frasier," and my mother's maiden 
9, lived with us the first four years of his life. By that name was "Frazier." She was laid to rest in the 
time Loretta was confined to a wheelchair. She Frazier Cemetery on the old home place in Burnet 
would hold Kenny for hours and read to him and County, next to my mother and dad. One day my 
teach him. As a result he could read before he started body will be buried next to hers to await the judg-
to school. (Our other three grandchildren are also ment when I will see her again. She is the finest per-
brilliant). son I have ever known. I was always honored that she 

Although she had been an insulin-dependent dia- was my wife. 14202 Susancrest 

betic since she was five, and in the last few years had San Antonio, TX 
78232 

had numerous laser surgeries on her eyes, cataract ~ 
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Apostate Restorationists 
By Adron Doran 

J esus Christ and his apostles were deeply con
cerned over those who had left the faith and 
gone into apostasy. Jesus must have been 

greatly distressed when many of his disciples went 
back and walked no more with him ijohn 6:66-69). 
He even inquired of the apostles, "Will ye also go 
away?" The garden scene in Gethsemane was 
wrought with great pathos and deep emotional stress 
when the apostate Judas Iscariot led the mob to ar
rest and crucify Jesus. 

Many of the apostles devoted much of their writ
ings to admonishing individuals and congregations 
against apostasy. Simon Peter wrote, "For it had been 
better for them not to have known the way of righ
teousness than after they have known it to turn from 
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the holy commandments delivered unto them" (2 
Pet. 2:21). Peter goes on to conclude that an apostate 
is as "the dog turned to his own vomit again, and the 
sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire" 
(v. 22). 

We can easily understand how disappointed and 
deeply moved Barton Warren Stone and Alexander 
Campbell must have been when some of their early 
associates in the Restoration Movement forsook the 
cause to which they had committed themselves. 

Stone seemed to have been making phenomenal 
progress toward restoring New Testament Christian
ity in Kentucky and in southern Ohio. Five outstand
ing Presbyterian preachers and a ruling elder had 
united 15 Presbyterian congregations in a strong ef
fort to restore the church of Christ by taking the 
Bible alone as the rule of faith and practice. Richard 
McNemar, who wrote and signed the Last Will and 
Testament of the Springfield Presbytery, and his 
brother-in-law John Dunlavy, also a signer of the Last 
Will, left the fellowship of Stone and joined the 
Shaker Movement. Stone later reported that 
"McNemar was finally excluded from the Shakers 
and their Society" and Dunlavy died in Indiana "rav
ing in desperation for this folly in forsaking the truth 
for an old woman's (Ann Lee) fables." 

By 1810 Robert Marshall and John Thompson 
began to waver between continuing with the Bible 
alone and returning to man-made creeds and confes
sions of faith. They claimed that the Bible is too lati
tudinarian, and their faith and practice should be 
written in the form of a set of beliefs. A conference 
was called in an effort to resolve the issue but to no 
avail. Stone and David Purviance contended that 
Marshall and Thompson "labored hard to bring us 
back to the ground from which we had departe·d and 
to form a system of doctrine from which we should 
not recede." The associates of Stone rejected the 
scheme of Marshall and Thompson and on Dec. 11, 
1811, both returned to the Synod under the West
minster Confession of Faith. They wrote and circu
lated material deriding Stone for his position. Stone 
bemoaned that "of all the five of us who left the Pres
byterians, I only was left and they sought my life." 



Alexander Campbell had experiences similar to 
those of Stone in dealing with close associates in the 
Restoration Movement who departed and walked no 
more with him. Two of those who had turned to the 
Bible teaching as advocated by Campbell were Bap
tist preachers Jeremiah Vardeman from Kentucky 
and Sidney Rigdon from Ohio. Vardeman left Camp
bell and returned to the Baptist Church while Rigdon 
joined Joseph Smith to found the Mormon Church. 
There is no question but that during the early 1820s 
both were wholly committed to the cause of the an
!=ient order of things. 

Campbell's relations with Vardeman began dur
ing the debate with W.L. McCalla at Washington, 
Mason County, Ky., in the fall of 1823 when Var
deman served as moderator to Campbell. Vardeman 
was one of the best known and most highly respected 
Baptist preachers in Kentucky. He was preaching for 
the David Fork's Church in Fayette County at the 
time. At the close of the debate, Campbell accepted 
the invitation of Vardeman to preach at David Fork's. 
Vardeman gladly received the Bible teaching on bap
tism as espoused by Campbell. 

Robert Richardson quotes Vardeman as having 
said to Campbell in 1826 that "he had much more 
pleasure in immersing persons than formerly, before 
he was aware of the meaning of the ordinance." 
Vardeman said about Campbell, "If all Baptist 
preachers in Kentucky were put into one, they would 
not make an Alexander Campbell." When the news 
of Vardeman's defection from the church reached 
Campbell, he expressed his deep regrets and wrote "I 
knew him well, and if I had been in Kentucky at the 
time, Jeremiah Vardeman would never have been 
persuaded to abandon the cause of the Reforma
tion." However, Vardeman decided to leave the 
movement and return to his old style of preaching 
and to the Baptist faith where he found greater satis
faction. He later mustered serious opposition in the 
Baptist Association meetings to Jacob Creath and 
Raccoon John Smith. 

By October 1830 Jeremiah Vardeman gathered 
his family together and moved to Ralls County, Mo., 
where he preached Baptist doctrine and engaged in 
farming. He continued intense opposition to the Res
toration Movement in general and to Jacob Creath Jr. 
when he went to preach in Missouri. Vardeman died 
in 1842 and was buried in a cemetery which has since 
gone to waste. In 1990 when Everett Donaldson was 
doing research on the biography of Raccoon John 
Smith, he located the Vardeman grave and removed 

some of the debris which had accumulated. 
The story which has been told of Sidney Rigdon 

as an apostate from the Restoration Movement pre
sents him in a unique and unusual light. He was a 
charismatic leader and a very dynamic speaker, yet he 
was exceedingly unstable and reactionary. A number 
of scholars have written masters theses and doctoral 
dissertations in recent years on the establishment of 
the Mormon Church and Rigdon's influence on the 
process. Sidney Rigdon was born the fourth child of 
William and Nancy Rigdon in ·Allegheny County, 
Penn., on Feb. 19, 1793. The family grew up on a 
small subsistence farm where every member was re
quired to work hard to make a living. Because of 
physical infirmities, one of the Rigdon sons, 
Loammi, was unable to till the soil and was sent to 
Lexington, Ky., where he enrolled in the School of 
Medicine of Kentucky University (Transylvania). Sid
ney wanted to go to college with his brother, but his 
father could not afford the costs. He began to read all 
of the books he could find, including the Bible. His 
father died in 1810 and in 1818 his mother sold the 
farm and went to live with her daughter, Nancy. 

At the age of 25, Sidney Rigdon joined the Baptist 
Church and went to live in the home of a preacher 
named Andrew Clark. He studied the Bible under the 
tutelage of Clark and was licensed to preach. He 
moved to Warren, Ohio, in 1819 to live and study 
with Adamson Bentley, a distinguished Baptist 
preacher in the Western Reserve. On June 12, 1820, 
he married Phoebe Brooks, a sister of Mrs. Bentley, 
to whom were born 12 children. Rigdon was or
dained to the Baptist ministry and with Bentley began 
to preach throughout the northeastern section of 
Ohio. Together they formed the Mahoning Baptist 
Association composed of churches in the counties of 
Columbia, Trumbull, Portage, and Mahoning. Dur
ing this period of time, Rigdon came in direct contact 
with the Shakers who had established centers in 
Ohio. He was particularly attracted to the Shakers' 
beliefs regarding visions, healing, direct revelations 
from God, and utopian communities. 

In the spring of 1821, Sidney Rigdon was first 
exposed to the teaching of Alexander Campbell re
garding the restoration of the church of Christ and 
the ancient order of things. He had read the Camp
bell-Walker debate and was deeply moved by what he 
learned. During the summer, Rigdon and Bentley 
traveled to the home of Alexander Campbell in 
Bethany, Brooke County, Va., to discuss his religious 
convictions. The all-night conversation brought 
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them to a better understanding of the Bible and con
vinced them that they had not been preaching the 
truth as it is in Christ Jesus. Rigdon, on 
departing the next day, remarked, in all candor, that 
if he "within the last year had taught and promul
gated one error, he had a thousand." Rigdon and 
Bentley returned to Warren, 0 hio, and preached the 
truth as they had learned it from Campbell. 

In 1823 Sidney Rigdon traveled on a horse with 
Alexander Campbell more than 300 miles to Wash
ington, Ky., for the Campbell-McCalla debate. 
Rigdon took copious notes on the speeches delivered 
by the debaters which helped Campbell to publish 
the debate. In 1824 Campbell arranged for Rigdon to 
accept a preaching tenure with the Pittsburgh Baptist 
Church. Rigdon became acquainted with Walter 
Scott in Pittsburgh where Scott was preaching for a 
restored congregation established by George For
ester. Campbell left the Redstone Baptist Association 
in which the Brush Run Church held membership 
and took the Wellsburg Church into the Mahoning 
Association. Here Rigdon continued his close rela
tionship with Campbell and Scott. However, it was 
not long until differences between Rigdon and 
Campbell began to surface especially over the issues 
of a communal society and millennialism. By 1826 
Rigdon decided to leave Pittsburgh and move to 
Mentor, Ohio, and preach for a reformed Baptist 
Church. Later, he encouraged Isaac Morley and 
Lyman Wright to organize a Common Stock Com
munity on the Chagrin River near Kirtland, Ohio. 

Historians and biographers differ greatly over 
when and how Sidney Rigdon first came in contact 
with Joseph Smith and the Mormon Movement. One 
school of thought would have Rigdon first intro
duced to Smith and the Book of Mormon through 
Parley Pratt and Oliver Cowdery when they went to 
visit with Rigdon at Mentor in 1830. Rigdon had 
baptized Pratt on the Western Reserve and both had 
been close associates of Alexander Campbell. The 
story goes that in 1831, Smith moved to Kirtland, 
Ohio, where Rigdon helped him establish headquar
ters for the Mormon Church. Another school of 
thought would have Rigdon, with Joseph Smith, 
finding a copy of a manuscript written by Spaulding. 
It is reputed that Smith took the Spaulding manu
script and translated it into the Book of Mormon. 
The theory was given circulation by Philastus 
Hulburt who had been expelled from the Mormon 
Church at Kirtland about 1833. 

Regardless of the conclusion which we reach re-
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garding the source of the Book of Mormon, there is 
ample evidence that Sidney Rigdon believed that the 
declarations of Joseph Smith were inspired and that 
he was a prophet of God. Strong conflicts and con
frontations developed between Rigdon and Smith in
cluding one about Rigdon's daughter, Nancy, who 
accused Smith of trying to sexually seduce her and 
persuade her to become his other wife. However, 
Rigdon died believing that Smith was ordained of 
God to restore the New Testament Church upon the 
earth after the pattern of the congregation estab
lished in Jerusalem in A.D. 33. 

Many see in Sidney Rigdon a pattern of erratic 
behavior in leaving the Baptist Church to associate 
with Alexander Campbell in the Restoration Move
ment, then consort for a while with the Shakers and 
eventually become a significant force in founding the 
Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints. They 
attribute his behavior to the fact that he suffered se
vere head injuries when he fell from a horse and was 
later dragged by a mob over frozen ground which 
caused concussions of the brain. It seems to me, on 
the other hand, that his decision to identify with Jo
seph Smith and the Book of Mormon is merely repre
senting the normal progression of an apostate mak
ing shipwreck of the faith. 

The death of Joseph Smith in 1844 precipitated a 
great conflict between Sidney Rigdon and Brigham 
Young over who would succeed to the leadership in 
the Mormon hierarchy. Young finally won the battle 
and Rigdon was banished from the fellowship. He 
moved to Pittsburgh where he gathered many of the 
dissidents into a new alliance which he called the 
Church of Christ. Rigdon died on July 14, 1876, at 
the age of 83 years. He was represented in his obitu
ary as one of "compound ability, versatility, honesty, 
duplicity and mystery." But history records Rigdon as 
one who lived his latter days as an apostate resto
rationist. The lives of these apostates should remind 
our liberal brethren today of the admonition of Jesus 
Christ when he said, "No man, having put his hand 
to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the king
dom of God" (Luke 9:62). 111 Woodlands Ave. 

Lexington~~ KY 40502 
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Missionary Page -Albert Gardner 
(Our article this month is from Jim Waldron, an effective and respected missionary for many years. He has, 

time and again, hazarded his life for the cause of truth and righteousness. His counsel deserves to be heard.) 

Mini-missionary Societies 
By Jim E. Waldron 

I arrived back in Tucker, Ga., on the 21st of Octo
ber and will be here until January 1. While I am 
in the states, I am rushing to visit as many con

gregations as I can because of the urgency of the 
work in which I am engaged, that is, training native 
Christians to reach their own in compliance with 2 
Timothy 2:2. Due to the nature of my work I am 
keenly aware of the enormous number of requests 
that local churches receive for various mission 
projects. Thus I thought it good to suggest some 
questions, which elders, mission committees, and 
other Christians should ask when they are called on 
to support a project with the Lord's money. 

1. Is the project conducted by Christians? Some
times Christians will respond to a plea at their door 
or on television and it will turn out to be a Protestant, 
Roman Catholic or other denominational group. We 
must remember that God has told us not to bid God
speed to those who do not hold and teach the doc
trine of Christ (2 John 9-11). 

2. Is the congregation or individual requesting 
help faithful? God's Word tells us we are to test 
people, because "many false prophets have gone out 
into the world" (1 John 4:1). Unfortunately there are 
digressives among us. 

3. Is the work going to be productive? At times 
churches are asked to give the Lord's money to some
one who wants to go on a singing tour or to a 
preacher who wants to go on a sightseeing tour. 
There are limited funds for spreading the gospel, and 
God expects elders and all Christians to be good 
stewards, especially with his money (2 Cor. 8 :20). 

4. If a person, who goes on a short trip, should 
baptize 10, 20, 50, or 200, who will remain with the 
new saints to teach them to observe all things as Mat
thew 28:18-20 requires? There are numerous cases 
where brethren have gone to the former Soviet 
Union, baptized a number of people and after two to 
three weeks left them to root hog or die. And they 
did! 

5. Is the organization asking the church for help 
a mini-missionary society? More than 100 years ago 
the churches of Christ were very strong in Ohio, In
diana, and other parts of the Midwest; today they are 
few and far between. One of the major reasons they 
were torn apart and even destroyed was because of 
missionary societies. We have a similar movement in 
that often even well-meaning brethren, who perceive 
that local churches are too slow to respond to the 
urgent demands for the gospel, form their own tele
vision, radio or mission corporation, foundation, or 
"club." They proceed to bypass the oversight of el
ders, but beg the local churches to support their 
project. From all eternity God planned the church for 
his honor, even as it is written, "To him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 
without end" (Eph. 3:21). We who are zealous for 
spreading the gospel should also be zealous for giving 
God the glory in the manner he prescribed and be 
humble enough to serve under the oversight of el-
ders. 1443 Drayton Woods Dr. 

Tucker, GA 30084-7924 
(Brother Waldron included a note which said: '~ 

you may have noticed some of the Christian universi
ties are making themselves into mini-missionary soci
eties, or para-church organizations. I appreciate the 
Firm Foundation.,, Many thanks, brother Waldron. 
Yes, we have noticed the proliferation of human orga
nizations seeking to do the very work the Lord ap
pointed to be done by the church - world without 
end.) Fp 
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Baptism in Water 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 
A. The importance and solemnity of water baptism. 

1. The New Testament refers to many baptisms (Heb. 6:2). There were John's baptism (Matt. 3:11); 
baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:5); baptism of suffering (Mark 10:38). In this study we are 
considering only the water baptism of the great commission. 

2. Just before his return to heaven Jesus gave some farewell instructions to his apostles and other 
disciples. 
a. "And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, saying, All authority hath been given unto me 

in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world" (Matt. 28:18-20). 

b. "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" 
(Mark 16:15-16). 

c. Jesus featured baptism in his great commission to go everywhere preaching the good news of 
salvation. 

3. Jesus was baptized to fulfill all righteousness (Matt. 3:13-17). 
a. Jehovah confessed Jesus as his son when Jesus was baptized. 
b. All of the commands of God are righteousness (Psa. 119: 172). 
c. Righteousness is what is right or just or normal according to the commands of God. 

B. Baptism is a command of God (Acts 1 0:48). 
1. Salvation belongs to the obedient (Heb. 5 :8). 
2. Those who do not obey will be punished (2 Thess. 1:8). 

II. Nature of Baptism. 
A. Baptism is administered only to a properly prepared candidate. 

1. Conditions of baptism include belief and repentance. 
a. "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). 
b. "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission 

of your sins" (Acts 2:38). 
c. Infants can neither believe nor repent and, therefore, are not candidates for baptism. 

2. Baptism is for a penitent believer of the gospel. 
B. Baptism is a burial and resurrection. 

1. The action involved in Bible baptism includes immersion. 
a. Jesus, when he was baptized, went up immediately from the water (Matt 3:16). 
b. The eunuch and Philip "both went down into the water" (Acts 8:38). 
c. We are "buried through baptism" into death (Rom. 6:4). 
d. We are "buried with him in baptism" (Col. 2: 12). 
e. Baptism consists of going down into the water and being buried in the water into the death of 

Jesus. 
2. The action involved in Bible baptism also includes a resurrection - Baptism is more than immer-
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sion (burial); it is also resurrection. If it is just immersion in water, and there is no raising together 
with Jesus, then it is a disaster. 
a. Jesus went up immediately from the water (Matt. 3:16). 
b. Philip and the eunuch came up out of the water (Acts 8:39). 
c. We are buried by baptism into death and raised to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4). 
d. "Having been buried with him in baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through faith 

in the working of God, who raised him from the dead" (Col. 2:12). 
e. To describe baptism as a "burial" and fail to mention that it is also a "resurrection" is to give 

a half-truth. 
3. Baptism symbolizes the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (Rom. 6:4-11). 
4. It is therefore vitally connected with the Christ at calvary and the power of his resurrection. Bap

tism must not be deprecated. 
5. Note: "We are buried with him in baptism," and we are "also raised with him through faith in the 

working of God" (Col. 2: 12). 
a. Baptism is a co-burial and a co-resurrection; ... it is "with" him. 
b. Being dead in sin we are buried by baptism into Jesus' death and raised up together with him 

to a new and blessed life dedicated to God. 
6. Baptism is a vital part of the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-4 ). 
7. Jesus was declared to be the Son of God with power by his resurrection from the dead (Rom. 1:4). 
8. In the act of baptism we affirm his resurrection and, therefore, his lordship and our sonship. 

C. Our faith saves us at the point of baptism. 
1. Baptism is to receive remission of sins (Acts 2:38). 
2. Baptism washes away sins (Acts 22:16). 
3. Baptism puts one in contact with the death and blood of Jesus (Rom. 6:4). 
4. In baptism our old man is "crucified with him, that the body of sin might be done away, that so we 

should no longer be in bondage to sin; for he that hath died is justified from sin" (Rom. 6:6-7). 
5. Belief and baptism preceded salvation (Mark 16:16). 
6. Baptism saves us (1 Pet. 3:21). 
7. We are born again and enter the kingdom of God in the water of baptism Uohn 3:5). Without 

baptism we cannot enter the kingdom. 
8. Baptism is "into" Christ (Gal. 3:26-27). Salvation is in Christ, and there is no salvation outside 

him (Eph. 1:3). 
9. Baptism puts us into the one body, which is the church, which is the body of Christ, which is one 

(1 Cor. 12:13; Eph. 1:22-23; Eph. 4:5). 
D. Objections to water baptism as a condition of salvation. 

1. Paul was not sent to baptize but to preach (1 Cor. 1:14-16). 
a. Paul did baptize Crispus, Gaius, and the household of Stephanas (1 Cor. 1:14-16). 
b. Did Paul do what he was not sent to do? 
c. Paul did not personally baptize very many people, but someone else did the baptizing, while 

Paul did the preaching. This does not deny the essentialness of baptism nor refute what the 
New Testament says about the vital connection between baptism and salvation. The Bible 
does not contradict itself. 

d. Paul's statement about being sent not to baptize is elliptical and obviously means "Christ sent 
me not to baptize (only) but (also) to preach the gospel." 

e. It was Paul's custom to entrust the physical work of baptizing converts to an assistant such as 
John Mark, Silas, Timothy, Titus, or others. This practice has no effect on the importance and 
necessity of water baptism in the salvation process. 

2. Jesus was baptized to fulfill all righteousness but could not have been baptized to receive remis
sion of sins because he had no sins. 
a. John's baptism was a baptism of repentance (Matt. 3: 11). Jesus submitted to John's baptism. 

Did Jesus need to repent? 
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b. The baptism of Jesus is different from that of all others; ... he was an exception. He was made 
"in all things like unto his brethren," but with this exception, he was "yet without sins" (Heb. 
2:16-17; 4:15). 

c. Jesus was baptized because God commanded it, and if he had refused, he would have been a 
sinner, seeing that sin is transgressing the commands of God (Rom. 2:23; He b. 2:2). 

d. The same argument proves that faith does not save, or repentance, seeing that Jesus neither 
believed nor repented to receive forgiveness since he was sinless. 

3. Baptism is not mentioned in such passages as John 3:16. 
a. Repentance is essential to salvation as everyone admits (Luke 13:5; 2 Pet. 3 :9). 
b. If the failure of John 3:16 ro mention baptism proves that baptism is not necessary to salva

tion, then it proves the same thing about repentance. 
c. This argument makes the Bible contradict itself. 
d. We are saved by faith, but saving faith includes works of obedience (James 2:26). Our faith 

saves us when it expresses itself in obedience. Remission of sins comes by faith at the point of 
water baptism. 

Conclusion 
A. Jesus emphasized the importance and necessity of water baptism when he told us to disciple the na

tions by baptizing into the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:18-20). 
B. No one who is in open defiance of the commands of God has the promise of salvation. Baptism is a 

command of God and must be honored. 11815 Doub/etree 
Houston, TX 77070 
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"Great Sermons of the Past Needed Today" 

-May 17-19, 1995-
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• The Great Commission • The Power of God's Word • Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth • 
• Christ on David's Throne • Believing a Lie • Is the Bible Credible? • What Constitutes Authority? • 

• The Holy Spirit and His Work • God's Foolishness vs. Man's Wisdom • Christian Unity • 
• What Constitutes Authority? • The Crucifixion of Christ • The Cost of Discipleship • Apostasy • 

• Can One Be Saved Outside the Church? • Man's Accountability • 
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Soft on Sin 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Occasionally a "weak-sister" comes along urg
ing softness toward sin. Many in the king
dom do not have the stomach for waging 

spiritual war. They want to "luv" the Devil and his 
allies into submission. 

When we are not willing to bear the rigors of 
war, we have no right to march under the banner of 
truth. When comfort comes before commitment, we 
have no claim on the great Commander. 

Serious illness must be countered with serious 
medication. When well-meaning disciples urge le
niency toward sin, we are receiving counsel that will 
betray us to our enemies. If we follow such advice, 
our plea for pure, undefiled religion becomes a joke. 

Having the spirit of Christ does not mean being 
spiritually weak. It does not encumber us with the 
need to camouflage our words. The spirit of Christ 
does not require compromising with error. 

We should pray as Paul, "And for me, that utter
ance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth 
boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may 
speak boldly, as I ought to speak" (Eph. 6: 19-20). 

We have no right to exist when we are no longer 
willing to "contend earnestly for the faith that was 
once and for all delivered to the saints" Gude 3). 

No more controversial figure ever walked across 
the stage of human history than Jesus. He created a 
wake when he passed through town. You had to get 
on one side or the other. Some were for him; many 
were against him; none was neutral. You could not 
ride the fence. You could not agree to disagree or go 
along to get along in the presence of the Nazarene. 

Jesus drew a clear line of demarcation and would 
have it no other way. He said, "He that is not with me 
is against me, and he that gathereth not with me scat
tereth abroad" (Matt. 12:30). No man in the world 
ever so disturbed society as did the Master Teacher. 

The Lord's enemies did not take him lightly be
cause they knew he meant business (Matt. 21:45-46). 
False teachers are not afraid anymore. They do not 
have to be. As they survey the field of battle, they see 
colorless, indecisive wimps arrayed against them. 

Jesus spoke of his adversaries while looking at 

them! Everyone present knew who he was talking 
about. Was the Lord wrong? 

Many plots were directed at Jesus. One ulti
mately claimed his life, but nothing changed the way 
he approached his mission. He never ever compro
mised with error. He never surrendered to the devil. 
Jesus never sought a non-aggression pact with the 
adversary. He was fighting a war for the souls of men; 
a war against evil; a war against the black darkness of 
sin. He had no treaty with anyone advocating evil. 

The Lord's disciples followed his lead, even in 
the face of persecution. Difficulties did not diminish 
their aggressive attack on error. They fearlessly, re
lentlessly, and persistently proclaimed the gospel of 
Christ. They began on Pentecost and did not slack 
up. This so stirred the religious leadership in Jerusa
lem that they ordered the disciples jailed. At their ar
raignment, Peter boldly declared the will of God 

Your programs will benefit from th is 
attractive, low cost New Testament! 
It has been widely used for Bible 
Correspondence Students, 
Personal Work, Missio n Po ints, 
Prison Min is tries and in many 
other areas of our-reach. 

Share 

The Way Home 
with someone who needs it! 

Order Today- Sample copies $2.00 

This popular, versatile New Testament is sold in 
boxes of 100 at a special price of $ 100.00 

(includes freight anywhere in U.S.) 

Johnson Publishing 
P.O. Box 100704 • Nashville, TN 37210 
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(Acts 4: 18-20). The authorities released them under 
threat, but the preaching continued. They again 
hauled the disciples before the court (Acts 5 :28-29). 
Again they bravely declared the Lord's Word. This 
was their approach at first, in the middle, and in the 
end, when they died for the cause. 

They waged a relentless war against error. They 
aggressively attacked wickedness wherever they 
found it. So militant were the Lord's disciples that it 
was said of them that "those who have turned the 
world upside down have come here too!" (Acts 17:6). 

The forces of evil must never be allowed to drive 
truth into a defensive position. We must take the 
battle to the enemy. We must assault the citadel of his 
strength. We must never surrender. 

The early disciples were as aggressive in correct
ing false brethren as they were in confronting Jews 
and pagans. Elymus withstood the preaching of the 
gospel so brazenly that Paul struck him blind (Acts 
13 :6-11). Then Luke wrote it down in a gospel paper 
and told everybody about it. Everyone who reads 
Acts knows that Elymus committed this dark deed 
and what happened to him as a result. Why did Luke 
have to write it down? Why not be content with say
ing, "A certain brother in a certain city was struck 
blind for committing a certain offense?" 

Paul recorded the delivery of Hymaneus and Al
exander to Satan that they might learn not to blas
pheme (1 Tim. 1:18-20). Why not report the sin and 
refrain from naming the sinners? No! Paul recorded 
the incident, preserving the names of the offenders in 
an eternal letter. 

Paul urged brethren to reject Hymaneaus and 
Philetus who erred concerning the resurrection (2 
Tim. 2:16-18). Did Paul sin? No! It was necessary 
that brethren be warned of this error. It was impera
tive that they know who was pushing it and where it 
was being pushed. 

Demas was forever marked as a worldling by the 
apostle Paul (2 Tim. 4:10). Was that wrong? Was it 
legitimate to reveal this error so that brethren could 
be warned not to follow his bad example? 

Paul named Alexander the coppersmith a false 
teacher who was hurtful to an apostle of Christ (2 Tim. 
4:14-17). 

Diotrephes was publicly cited for his overbearing 
attitude (3 John 9). Was that evil? Did John sin in 
naming this erring brother? Should he have tiptoed 
around Diotrephes? 

Not even an apostle of Christ was above a rebuke 
when he involved himself in sinful conduct (Gal. 
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2:11-14). Paul recorded Peter's transgression, after 
they had settled the matter locally. Was it necessary to 
record the event and tell everybody in the world 
about Peter's mistake? 

Race prejudice threatened to destroy the early 
church; Paul had to deal with the issue. The universal 
church had to know that not even an apostle could 
practice such a thing without an immediate rebuke. 

Are you willing to follow Christ and his apostles? 
Paul says that we are to take decisive action to con
tain divisive error (Rom. 16: 17). Specifically, he says 
we are to mark those who cause divisions and of
fenses contrary to biblical teaching and avoid them. 
Those who take the non-naming approach rebel 
against God's expressed will. 

We rebuke sinners that others may fear (1 Tim. 
5 :20). In the immediate context of this verse, Paul is 
instructing Timothy not to be hesitant to rebuke an 
elder who sins. 

Christians are to withdraw themselves from dis
orderly brethren (2 Thess. 3:6). Cancer cannot be al
lowed to progress unchecked without resulting in 
physical death. Nor can the cancer of sin be allowed 
to progress undisturbed in a congregation without 
causing spiritual death. Paul reminded the Corin
thians that a little leaven leavens the whole lump (1 
Cor. 5:6). The only thing sin does when left to itself 
is get worse. Before you know it, the wicked will out
number the righteous and throw them out of their 
own building! We better be set for the defense of the 
gospel of Christ (Phil. 1: 17). Soldiers of Christ, 
Arise! P. 0. Box 411 

Livingston, TX 77351 
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A Guest Editorial 

Christian Jubilee 
Has Developed a 11Jacob's limpl1 

By J. E. Choate 

The count down of the biblical Jubilee came in 
the 5Oth year of seven sabbatical years. This 
was a time of joy, peace, and forgiveness of all 

debts. On the other hand the (Nashville) Christian 
Jubilee, Inc., will be celebrating its seventh anniver
sary in July 1995. During this brief period of time, it 
has split churches in Middle Tennessee and shattered 
the faith of many that the churches of Christ are 
grounded in Scripture. The patrons of the event, 
Madison, Woodmont Hills, and Antioch churches 
know this. It is obvious they do not care and will do 
nothing to make a correction. 

( 

hristian Jubilee is a legal corporate body with
out "flesh and bones" which can perform as 
any individual may within the statutory laws 

of its creation. It is a nonprofit, religious organiza
tion expected to meet a norm of ethical and moral 
conduct. 

It is just at this point that Christian Jubilee is 
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f Strong Bible Emphasis 
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f 100 Semester Hours 
fNo Tuition 
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f Approved for V.A. Benefits 
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Jackie M. Stearsman, Director 

Training Preachers Since 1969 

challenged. The churches of Christ were initially led 
to believe that Christian Jubilee was purely a joint 
effort between three churches of Christ to conduct a 
series of meetings similar to a lectureship. 

The state charter reveals that the name Church 
of Christ is not used in the name of the corporation. 
It is named Nashville Jubilee, Inc.; nor is there a 
single mention of its traditions -scriptural or oth
erwise. There is not one mention of the churches of 
Christ in the 11 items stating the objectives of the 
corporation. The stated purpose of the corporate 
body is to promote a general good toward a greater 
service to God and all humanity. 

The first two years of the Nashville Jubilee 
were uneventful (1989-1990). That changed 
in 1991 with lectures delivered by Gayle 

Napier who had previously subjected the conserva
tive churches of Christ to a slanderous attack. The 
Nashville Tennessean headlined a speech of Napier 
- "Conservative Churches (of Christ} May Foster 
Incest." Gayle Napier had said in a lecture that 
"power-addicted preachers in such churches encour
age incest and pornography in the home." Rubel 
Shelly also abused conservative churches of Christ in 
an essay in the Nashville Tennessean in a demeaning 
manner. 

Jubilee '92 would not escape as the news media 
picked up on the information that churches of Christ 
were divided over Jubilee. Headlines read that 
"[Churches of Christ] Divide Over Worship," and 
"Roads May Fork for Churches of Christ." 

The sponsors of Jubilee '93 laid a well-orches
trated plan to leave the impression that there was a 
massive growing support in the region for Jubilee. 
This was not true then, nor is it now. An advertising 
blitz was mounted in the Tennessean with a weekly 
growing list of names of persons and churches pur
porting to support Jubilee. The last Saturday edition 
before Jubilee listed 19 churches of Christ and 100 
individuals urging- "Attend Jubilee." 

No promotional fanfare preceded Jubilee '94. 
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Christian Jubilee, Inc., was far from a success and did 
not escape news scrutiny. The Banner's religion edi
tor, Francis Meeker, wrote that "not all churches of 
Christ are jubilant over Jubilee 1994." The caption 
of her feature article read - "Jubilee Celebration 
Makes Churches of Christ a House Divided." 

T here are many facts every Christian should 
know about Jubilee and its short troubled 
history from which it will never recover. 

The First Fact: The searchlight was first turned 
on Jubilee '94 with the accusation from the Jackson 
Park elders and its minister that Jubilee was dividing 
area churches into Jubilee and non-Jubilee churches, 
and that the autonomy of local churches was being 
violated. The Jackson park elders issued the call for 
churches of Christ to "stand up and be counted." 

The Second Fact: The elders of Trinity Lane 
Church of Christ in Nashville served notice to the 
Woodmont Hills church elders that they no longer 
could "recognize" Woodmont Hills Church of Christ 
as a faithful congregation and would not support or 
endorse the Jubilee agenda. The Woodmont Hills el
ders voiced their complaint that the Trinity Lane let
ter contained "misinformation, factual error, and 
wrong judgment about motive, and violated the prin
ciple in Matthew 18:15-18." 

The Third Fact: The Madison elders, deacons, 
and minister responded to the statements of the Trin
ity Lane and Jackson Park elders as if Steve Flatt had 
never heard of David Lipscomb and the traditions of 
15 0 years of area Restoration history. 

To be sure all knew about Ruble Shelly's role in 
the April1 0, Post-Easter Celebration, a statement was 
issued by the Madison elders defending their position 
that would grace a politician's rhetoric: "Madison is 
in no position to censor or stifle the speakers." 

The Madison elders defended their position in 
lauding Jubilee as of enormous benefit to individual 
Christians without taking into consideration that the 
Madison church is the chief agent in troubling and 
splitting area churches. 

The Fourth Fact: The Jubilee sponsors leave the 
impression that Jubilee is becoming increasingly 
popular between area churches and surrounding 
states and as far away as Canada. They document this 
information by listing the names of 60 Nashville area 
churches of Christ with a breakdown of their mem
bers in attendance. 

The sponsors of Jubilee know full well that the 
elders of the majority of churches listed do not en
dorse, nor support Jubilee. To attend public assem-
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blies is a constitutional right, which no one wishes to 
abridge. Attendance does not constitute endorse
ment. (This writer attends Jubilee.) 

The Fifth Fact: Christian Jubilee has suffered crip
pling blows during its brief passage. This statement 
came from the Lavergne Church of Christ to Rubel 
Shelly: "Your letter of June 1 appealing for help with 
'Jubilee' has fallen on deaf ears. Assisting a program 
which contains arrogant men who promote false 
views is the last thing that the Lord would have us do." 

The elders of the East Hill Church of Christ in 
Pulaski, Tenn., put it like this: "From its inception, 
many in the Lord's church questioned the wisdom 
and purpose of a Jubilee. Since that first Jubilee in 
1989, it became evident that truth would be compro
mised and polluted with error in the name of unity 
and that its objective was to change the Lord's church 
to suit what man wants it to be." 

The Sixth Fact: Critics who question the pres
ence of such liberals on the program as Joe Beam, 
Max Lucado, Harold Shank, and Ken Durham are 
given a stock answer that a balanced roster of both 
liberal and conservative speakers is invited. Their 
problem is that conservative speakers do not accept 
invitations to speak on Jubilee. 

The Seventh Fact: Willard Collins stripped Jubi
lee of all its pretension to tell the truth about itself. He 
spoke to a group of churches in southside Atlanta in 
which he denounced both Rubel Shelly, Jubilee, and 
Wineskins. His statements are in wide circulation 
across the brotherhood. And he lamented that he had 
brought Rubel Shelly on the David Lipscomb College 
faculty and personally promoted him. Shelly's mobil
ity is impaired as a paralyzing theological malady. 
However, his mobile theological chair is like Ezekiel's 
chariot with its "wheel in the middle of a wheel," 
which can change in all directions without pausing. 

And this writer labels Steve Flatt as belonging to 
the same category as a leading "change agent" in 
Nashville who is leading area churches of Christ into 
another growing apostasy. Dr. Flatt served for many 
years in administrative positions in DLC. Steve Flatt 
was "Church of Christ" impeccably correct then. He 
knew what would go with churches and what would 
not. And he played accordingly. 

The information provided in this article is cur
rent and accurate. The rest of the Jubilee scenario 
will play out in the weeks prior to the July meetings 
of Jubilee. 3714~ Belmont 
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18th Annual 
Greater Visalia Lect11reship 

Sunday, May 7 

All Spiritual Blessings in Christ 
Ephesians 1:3 

-May 7, 1995-
Central Church of Christ 

9:30a.m .................... The Greatest Blessings Are Spiritual ................................................... Perry B. Cotham 
1 0:30 a.m .................... How Do We Use Spiritual Blessings? ................................................ Perry B. Cotham 

-May 7-11, 1995-
West Visalia Church of Christ 

Sunday, May 7 
9:45a.m .................... The Blessing of a Christian Home ............................................................... Jack Stewart 

1 0:45 a.m .................... Membership in the House of God ............................................................. Jack Stewart 
6:00 p.m .................... How to Have All Spiritual Blessings ......................................................... Greg Weston 
7:00 p.m .................... Inherent Obligations in Our Spiritual Blessings ............................... Perry B. Cotham 

Monday, May 8 
1 0:00 a.m .................... The Blessing of Sacrifice ....................................................................... Perry B. Cotham 
11:00 a.m .................... The Privilege of Worship ......................................................................... Gary Anderson 

7:00p.m .................... The Way to Escape (1 Cor. 1 0:13) ............................................................ Randy Mabe 
8:00 p.m .................... The Blessing of Forgiveness .......................................................................... Gary Colley 

Tuesday, May 9 
10:00 a.m .................... God's Commands Are Not Grievous (1 John 5:3) ................................... Gary Colley 
11 :00 a.m .................... The Blood of Christ ....................................................................................... Randy Mabe 

7:00 p.m .................... The Grace of God ........................................................................................ Chuck House 
8:00p.m .................... Living Soberly, Righteously, and Godly (Titus 2:12) .............................. Randy Mabe 

Wednesday, May 10 
1 0:00 a.m .................... All the Promises of God Are Yea (2 Cor. 1 :20) ....................................... Randy Mabe 
11:00 a.m .................... The Victory That Overcometh the World (1 john 5:4) ................ Noah Hackworth 

7:00 p.m .................... A Hundredfold Now in This Time (Mark 1 0:30a) ....................... Joseph D. Meador 
8:00 p.m .................... ln the World to Come Eternal Life (Mark 1 0:30b) ................................... Gary Colley 

Thursday, May 11 
10:00 a.m .................... The Peace That Passeth Understanding (Phil. 4:7) ................................... Gary Colley 
11:00 a.m .................... The Blessing of Prayer ....................................................................... Joseph D. Meador 

7:00 p.m .................... One Mediator Between God and Man (1 Tim. 2:5) ................................... Gil Yoder 
8:00 p.m .................... The Providence of God ..................................................................... Joseph D. Meador 

The Greater Visalia Lectureship is a joint effort of 
Central Church of Christ 

1320 S. Church Street • Visalia, California 93277 • (209) 732-5670 
Allen Robertson, Preacher 

and 
West Visalia Church of Christ 

4400 W. Tulare Avenue • Visalia, California 93277 • (209) 732-7515 
Gil Yoder, Preacher 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

I Dwell Among Mine Own People 
By Irene C. Taylor 

1 he attribute of contentment is one which 
seems illusive for most. Evidently, when one 
thing is achieved, we immediately desire 

more. Our eyes gaze on the possessions of those 
around us, and we feel a sudden wave of discontent. 
Many of us are not content with nice; we want the 
best without regard to whether we can afford it. 

Many a Christian family's influence has been 
marred because they spend beyond their income. 
Preachers are not immune to this practice. The 
church in many communities has had to overcome 
the bad taste left by a deadbeat preacher. Honest 
preachers sometime have to overcome the bad repu
tation left by the one before him. Business people tell 
us that, as a group, preachers are one of the poorest 
of credit risks. When this can be said of gospel 
preachers, it is shameful! 

Some of the blame must be laid at the feet of 
churches who seem determined to keep the preacher 
humble by paying him an inadequate salary while 
expecting him to match that imaginary "average" 
member's living standard. Some preachers desire to 
live on too high a standard. Somewhere there must 
be a meeting of the minds so that the preacher and his 
family can live within their means. 

We wives must learn the lesson of how to be con
tent with what we can afford. And contentment must 
be learned; it is not inborn. The apostle Paul de
clared, "[F]or I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content" (Phil. 4: 1). He further 
links contentment with godliness. "But godliness 
with contentment is great gain" (1 Tim. 6:6). Inspira
tion links many things together which mankind has 
no business seeking to separate. This is such a link. 

Godliness enables one to count his blessings and 
be grateful for God's goodness. It seems more than 
coincidence that verse 10 of this same chapter warns 
"For the love of money is the root of all evil: which 
while some coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with many sor
rows." One need not be wealthy in this world's goods 
to come under the condemnation of this verse. Some
times those who have little greatly covet money. 
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Sometimes, their desire to have 
more provokes them to do dishonest 
things. This is called covetousness. 

No discussion of contentment 
would be complete without discuss
ing the beautiful example of the 
Shunammite woman revealed in 2 
Kings 4. A woman of great hospital
ity, she suggested to her husband that they build a 
special room for the prophet, Elisha, to have a place 
of refuge when he traveled in that area. She furnished 
the room to make it comfortable for him. Elisha was 
grateful. To show his gratitude he sent his servant, 
Gehazi, to inquire how he could best express that 
gratitude. (He is an example of one who understood 
that expressing thanks was a necessary companion of 
gratitude). The offer was made to speak of her to the 
king or captain of the host. We understand this to 
mean he was offering her the chance to meet the rul
ers of the land. 

Today, if someone offered us a trip to the White 
House to tour it and meet our top governmental offi
cials, would we be enticed? Regardless of our feelings 
toward the man in the oval office, the office com
mands respect, and it would be an honor to be 
granted an audience. This woman was not impressed 
by such an offer. She answered simply, "I dwell 
among mine own people" (2 Kings 4:13). In other 
words, she was contented just as she was. Her home 
was where she was happy, and she wanted to remain 
there. She would ask for nothing. 

Because of her hospitality and quiet, meek spirit 
Elisha promises her a son. Doing a good deed always 
has its rewards whether in producing a warm feeling 
inside or, as with this woman, receiving more ·in re
turn. Few considerations could have made a childless 
woman happier. In those days being childless was the 
source of immense heartache for godly women. The 
rest of the story may be read in the following verses 
of 2 Kings 4. 

Christian women today would do well to learn 
contentment. The desire to acquire more and more 
material possessions has invaded our society and in-



filtrated Christian homes. It is fine to enjoy nice, 
comfortable things for our home and our families 
within our budget. We must take care, however, not 
to pay too high a price. 

Acquiring things can cost us our home relation
ships. Giving things cannot take the place of training 
our children and/or building a strong marriage rela
tionship. We must not rob God in the process, either. 
We must not let our possessions possess us! Let us 
learn to be content and appreciate what we have and 
not be obsessed with keeping up with those prover
bial J oneses! The writer has often expressed a curios-

ity to meet that family. I suspect we would find they 
are not as happy and contented as it might appear. 

The contented Christian is one who has her pri
orities in order and whose interest in life is to serve 
God faithfully setting a proper example before fam
ily and friends. Her aim is to meet the King of kings 
in the after-a-while and take as many with her on her 
journey as possible. May we be more like the 
Shunammite woman. May we fill our lives with god
liness and contentment. 

P.O. Box464 
Ripley~ 1N 38063 
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A ForgoHen Scripture 
By Foster L. Ramsey Sr. 

Proof text: Proverbs 6: 16-19. "These six things 
the Lord hates, Yes, seven are an abomina
tion to him. A proud look, a lying tongue, 

hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises 
wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, a 
false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows dis
cord among brethren" (NKJV). 

The above scripture teaches what God hates. He 
hates sin. Sin is an abomination to God although he 
loves the sinner and offers the sinner the forgiveness 
of sin through the shed blood of his Son. God is the 
God of love ijohn 3:16; 1 John 3:16). But he pos
sesses more characteristics than love. He is jealous 
(Ex. 20:15). He can be angry (Deut. 9:8). God's wrath 
comes to the children of disobedience (Col. 3:5-6). 

By inspiration Solomon tells of God's attitude to
ward that person who sows discord among brethren. 
That person is an abomination to God. From what is 
taking place among churches today, some people 
have forgotten what Solomon wrote, or they have de
liberately disregarded the result of sowing discord 
among brethren. Sometimes people declare that the 
end justifies the means of attaining a goal. They ex
press their attitude by saying, "You have to break a 
few eggs to make an omelet." That is not according 
to the teachings of Christ Jesus. He declared a bless
ing upon the peacemakers (Matt. 5 :9) and not on 
those that sow discord. God is not the author of dis
cord and confusion, but of peace (1 Cor. 14:33). 

More than a hundred years ago there were those 
who wanted to change the church. They wanted to 
change the worship by inserting the use of instrumen-

tal music. They wanted to change the work of evan
gelism through the missionary society. The church 
split and the Disciples of Christ (Christian Church) 
came into existence. It made little difference to the 
sowers of discord that tears were shed, family rela
tionships were broken asunder, and the Lord's cause 
was held up to ridicule. Those who objected to these 
changes were falsely accused of causing the division. 

A long time ago a practical lesson was learned 
from using an iron wedge to split a log. Everyone 
could see that the person who drove the wedge split 
the log. Today, those who insist on changing the 
church and disregard the teachings of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and cause changes, are responsible for 
dividing the church. The Nashville Banner [July 5, 
1994] ·carried the headline: "Jubilee Celebration 
Makes Church of Christ a House Divided." The sow
ers of discord again caused the church to be ridiculed 
and scorned. What if there were ten thousand people 
at this "celebration"; does this justify the splitting of 
the church of our Lord? 

Jesus declared there was joy in heaven over one 
sinner that repented (Luke 15: 7). What is heaven's 
feeling when discord splits the body of Christ? So
lomon explains the attitude of God toward the per
son who sows dissension among brethren. Jesus wept 
over Jerusalem because Jerusalem would not accept 
him as God's Son; they would not accept his teach
ings. Christ probably is weeping today because of 
what men are doing to his church! P. 0. Box 605 

Mocksville~ TX 77355 
Fp 
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Third Annual 
Gulf Coast Lectures 

-May 6-9, 1995-

Answering Alleged Contradictions and Problems 
in the Old Testament 

The lectureship will Include 
the Stephen Wiggins - Chris Garrett Debate on Pentecostalism. 

Saturday, May 6 
9:00 a.m ••...•.••.. A General Approach in Untangling Reputed Old Testament Contradictions 

and Difficult Passages .........................................................................................•..........•.... Gary Colley 
10:00 a.m ...•...•... Alleged Contradictions and Problems Solved by Word Studies 

and Figures of Speech .................................................................................................... Bill Lockwood 
11 :00 a.m ........... Answering the Skeptic Regarding Alleged Old Testament Atrocities ............................. Tommy Moore 

1:15 p.m. ·3:15p.m.- Debate on Pentecostalism 
3:30 p.m .•..•.••... Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Genesis - 1 ................................................. Robert Johnson 
7:00 p.m ••••••.•... Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Genesis - 2 .................................................. George Pledger 
8:00 p.m ......••... Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Genesis - 3 •..•...............•.......•.•.•........•..•....•..... Keith Mosher 

Sunday, May 7 
9:00 a.m •.••..•.••• The Universal Flood of Genesis Defended ...................................•.......•....•..........•........... David Brown 

10:00 a.m •..•.•••..• Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Exodus ......................................••.........•.......... Keith Mosher 

1:00 p.m. • 3:00p.m. -Debate 
6:00 p.m •.......... Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy .........•.......• Dub McClish 
7:00 p.m ........... Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Joshua ................................................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Monday, May 8 
9:00 a.m •....•...•. Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Judges and Ruth ...........................................•... Jerry Moffitt 

1 0:00 a.m ........... Alleged Contradictions and Problems In 1, 2 Kings and 1, 2 Chronicles ..••...............•..• Bob Sweeten 
11:00 a.m ........... Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther ............•....•..............•.... Don Walker 
1:30 p.m ...•...•..• Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Job .••••.•.•..••.•••••••.•..••...•..•.••..•........••................•....•...• Joe Cox 
2:30 p.m ........... Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Psalms and Proverbs .••••..•.................•..•.....•.. Shan Jackson 
3:30 p.m ••••••••••• Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon ...•........ Terry Hightower 

7:00p.m. • 9:00p.m. -Debate 

Tuesday, May 9 
9:00 a.m ...•..•.••• Alleged Contradictions and Problems In Isaiah and Jeremiah ....•......•.....••••...•...•.......... Michael Mayo 

1 0:00 a.m .•...•••••• Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Ezekiel .............•.....•.................••.•.•....•...•......•..•... Tom Bright 
11 :00 a.m ........••• Alleged Contradictions and Problems In Daniel ............................................................ Darwin Hunter 

1:30 p.m. • 3:30p.m. -Debate 
7:00 p.m ..•••••.••. Alleged Contradictions and Problems in Hosea, Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah ...•........• Michael Mayo 
8:00 p.m ....••••.•• Alleged Contradictions and Problems In Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
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Zechariah, Malachi .................•.•..•........••......•.•..•...••....•...•.•.....................•.......•.•......•...... Michael Wyatt 

I Jerry Moffitt, Director I 
-Portland Church of Christ-

2oog Wildcat Drive • P.O. Box 1275 
Portland, Texas 7837 4 

(512) 643-6571 
(across the bay from Corpus Christi) 



Potpourri ... 
Our Readers Write 

OTheFirm Foundation is a great paper and much 
needed (VLB, Texas) .... Enclosed is a check for $28 
for a two-year subscription .... I get a chance to read 
one now and then and like it very much (TMcA, 
Fla.). ... Thank you for your publication (MN, 
Tenn.) .... We really enjoy the Firm Foundation and 
look forward to receiving it. Enclosed is a check for a 
two-year subscription (NM, Idaho) .... Remain 
strong, remain faithful. My prayers are with you and 
your stand for the truth (JT, Colo.) .... It is no longer 
the case that "change agents" are influencing "col
lege" towns or metropolitan areas. The battle is now 
being fought in rural communities. We are thankful 
for the Firm Foundation and the good work you do 
(TLS, Texas) .... Keep up the good work GM, Tenn.). 
... We do enjoy your paper. Thanks so much for 
standing for the truth (HLB, Tenn.) .... I always look 
forward to reading the Firm Foundation. I wish more 
of our papers had the courage to stand against the 
change agents and the damage they are doing to the 
church (VGMc, Calif.) .... Your editorials are always 
good ... well-written, attention-getting, on target, 
leaving no doubt about what you mean .... Your edi
torial Our Children's Heritage has got to be among 
your very best. . .. You put it together right. . .. Please 
do not stumble, waver, nor pause in the course you 
have set (GBA, Texas). 

The subscription list continues to grow and our 
readers, for the most part, encourage the work we 
are doing. You can help us by recommending the pa
per to your friends. The more readers we have the 
greater our influence for good. 

An Appeal 
OThe church in Jerome, Idaho, needs some help. 

This congregation is surrounded by churches of the 
liberal sort and is firm in its determination to walk in 
the old paths. A new preacher is on his way from 
Knoxville to Jerome. They need some financial assis
tance. If you can help, please contact Ron Thomas, 
200 Spring St., Clinton, TN 37716. 

GoodNews 
OSunday afternoon, Jan. 1, six received diplomas 

from the Kiev Bible institute. This increases the num-

her of trained Russian nationals available to teach the 
receptive people of the former Soviet Union. 

OAt the Dindigul Bible Institute of South India 
there are 31 new graduates. Jim Waldron is doing a 
great work both in India and Russia. He is tireless 
and uncommonly effective. 

Sad News 
OJesse M. Sewell, 91, passed away Sept. 17, 

1994. He was a long-time elder in the church in El 
Paso, Texas. He was the only child of Jesse P. Sewell, 
preacher and former president of Abilene Christian 
University. His great grandfather was Jesse L. Sewell, 
considered by David Lipscomb to be one of_ the most 
prolific preachers in middle Tennessee. The Sewell 
family has had a profound impact for good on the 
churches of Christ for many years. 

0 Beuna Peebles Smith of Allen, Texas, passed 
away Dec. 7, 1994. She was born Nov. 7, 1909 in 
Judd, Texas, and was 85 years of age. She was a mem
ber of the Plano East church. 

Commendation 
O"There's nothing wrong with John whatsoever, 

other than he killed a couple of people" Oohn 
Christo describing his friend, John Salvi). 

More on He-Imagining 
OA program called Celebrate! Gathering at the 

Crossroads ended New Year's Day in Saint Louis. 
Two of the principle speakers, both female, were Rita 
Brock and Edwina Gateley. The event was billed as a 
attempt to encourage "diversity," but was a cram ses
sion of liberal teaching, while biblical doctrine was 
given short shrift. 

"We are not going to legislate beliefs," a planning 
committee member said. "You can't indoctrinate 
people," said Steve Musick, director of the Presbyte
rian Student Center at the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville. Musick favors ordination of homosexuals. 

Brock and Gately were allowed to address 1,800 
university students. Brock, associate professor at 
Hamline University in Saint Paul, Minn., has been 
keynote speaker at the Re-Imagining conference in 
1994 and 1993. She suggested missionaries from the 
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West have much to learn from ancient cultures. She 
praised Lakota Indians for their cleansing "sweat 
lodge" ceremony and the Tibetan Buddhists for their 
selection process of the "the reincarnated" Dalai 
Lama. Brock asserts that biblical achievements of 
women were largely omitted because of oppressive 
patriarchy- a system she calls the central "cause in 
evil and suffering." She says Sophia, a female god
dess, is responsible for resurrecting Jesus. "She is the 
erotic power, the Heart of the Universe." 

Gately urged students to get in touch with "the 
God of the belly button." She said Africans taught 
her that God is everyone. "A big God is black and 
white and yellow and gay and straight." Gately 
blames a male-dominated culture for the ills of the 
world. She also said: "We have to begin to retrieve 
our stories, and to reread Scriptures from the per
spective of what it might have been like if women had 
been included .... We have chosen the male model of 
the Holy One. No wonder we're unbalanced." Ac
cording to Gately, "Sophia was marginalized in favor 
of the single, male Yahweh, because Sophia was too 
exuberant, too playful, and too creative for our rigid 
church doctrines." 

NOW READY! 
Lambert VBS Kits For '95 

Written and Published by Faithful Members of the Church. 

cBecause Sesus 'Died 'For ~e 
Day 1 : CJ 'Want CJ'o 'Learn ~~ 'Word 
Day 2: CJ 'Want CJ'o Stand C(Jp 'For 9'esus 
Day 3: CJ 'Want CJ'o ~spect S\115\utborlty 
Day 4: CJ 'Want CJ'o 'forgive Qtbera 
Day 5: CJ 'Want CJ'o .Be 5\ 'Worker 'For 9'esua 

VBS Kits contain student workbooks, teacher manuals 
and samples of most supplementary materials. (Visual 
Aids are not included in kit.) 

Published By 

Lambert Book House, Inc. 
Call1-800-551-8511 For Your Closest Bookstore. 
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Cindy Cushman taught a seminar on "Feminism 
and Faith," urging students to use "creative actualiza
tion." She said: "The Bible is our scriptural text, but 
that doesn't mean it's untouchable. Use imagination 
to bring new meaning, even if you stray from Scrip
ture a little bit." 

According to Parker Williamson, "I won't be sur
prised to see a continued emphasis on liberation the
ology, downgrading the authority of Scripture, and a 
continued view that God is created by imagination" 
(Source: Christianity Today). 

Welfare Scandal 
@Drug addicts and alcoholics can qualify as dis

abled, making it possible for virtually anyone hooked 
on dope or booze to get a ·monthly check, even if he 
has no other disability. Today the federal government 
is paying some $1.4 billion annually to 250,000 sub
stance abusers - who often spend the money on the 
substance, not on treatment. Example: A Denver li
quor store owner has been receiving $160,000 to run 
a tab for 40 alcoholics (U.S. News & World Report, 
Feb. 6, 1995). Taxpayers subsidizing immorality. 

Homosexual Movie 
@NBC aired on February 6 a film promoting the 

acceptability of homosexuality as a lifestyle. The TV 
movie, Serving in Silence, celebrates the life of 
Margarethe Cammermeyer, a National Guard colo
nel who was the chief nurse of Washington Veteran's 
Hospital. She was discharged from the army for ac
knowledging that she is a lesbian. 

New Translation 
@Oxford University Press is to release a new 

translation of the Bible called New Inclusive Transla
tion. In the new translation, according to Christianity 
Today, Jesus is no longer the Son of Man but the Hu
man One. Jesus divine Father has been transformed 
into Father-Mother. Children are no longer told to 
obey but rather to heed their parents. Wives no 
longer submit but are committed to their husbands. 
The kingdom of God becomes the dominion of God. 
Instead of saying the Jews who killed ... the Lord Jesus 
the new translation says those who killed . .. ; And 
what fellowship is there between light and darkness is 
transformed into what fellowship is there between 
day and night? 1 Peter says, "Baptism does now save 
us," but the new translation says that by baptism "we 
show that we have been saved" (doubtless influenced 
by the Baptist Church). 

This is a rewrite of revelation - a changing of 
the Word of God to suit the prejudices of our day. 



David Neff, reporter for Christianity Today said, 
"Censorship is what the scholars who produced the 
New Inclusive Translation have indulged in. May 
their work gather dust in America's bookstores." 

Queer Studies 
GOn Nov. 17, over a thousand students, activists, 

and academics converged on the University of Iowa 
for the "Sixth North American Lesbian, Gay, and Bi
sexual Studies Conference." 

The conference is a growing trend on college 
campuses to offer courses in homosexual-related 
courses, and even minor degrees in "gay studies." 

The theme for the "gay studies" conference in 
Iowa City was "InQueery, In Theory, InDeed," and 
featured presentations on such "scholarly" papers as 
"Peter Pan or Pervert?" and "Producing Queer Sex 
Space Theory." Panel discussions included "Butch 
Rage: Daggers, Dykes, and Daddies" and "Lesbians 
and the Law." 

Available for purchase at the "InQueery" confer
ence was a half-inch thick "Directory of Lesbian and 
Gay Studies," produced by the Rockefeller Founda
tion (Source: Human Events). 

Buckley and Yale 
0 David Nance of Hinesville, Ga., sent a photo

copy of a few pages from a new book written about 
William F. Buckley Jr. and his experiences at Yale 
University. Here is an excerpt: 

McGeorge Bunday (Yale '40), a professor at 
Harvard but speaking on behalf of his alma 
mater, treated William F. Buckley, Jr., as an up
start who had failed to know the rules at a 
gentlemen's club. Buckley's infraction was that 
he had been so ungrateful as to write a scathing 
attack on the school from which he had just 
graduated, alleging that it was a hotbed of athe
ism and collectivism .... At one point in his book, 
God and Man at Yale, Mr. Buckley affirmed, 'I 
believe that the duel between Christianity and 
atheism is the most important in the world.' 

. . . In response to the furor created by 
Buckley's book, Yale's president appointed a 
committee of distinguished alumni ... to review 
the charges. Not surprisingly, the committee 
gave Yale a clean bill of health. 

Nance wondered in an accompanying letter 
whether this might be a striking parallel to events at 
ACU. 

Bound to Happen 
OA church in Maryland began offering $10 bills 

to the first 125 adult visitors. "We're trying to reach 

out to those who are not going to church," a staff 
member said. 

Jesus told a parable about the kingdom of heaven 
being like a king who arranged a marriage for his 
son. The invited guests were not willing to come. A 
second invitation caused the indifferent invitees to 
make fun of the servants who brought the summons; 
others abused and killed the messengers. What did 
the king do? Did he say, "Come on people, please? 
I'll throw in a toaster." Or did he "destroy those mur
derers and burn their city" and then send his invita
tion to a different audience that was more worthy? 
What think ye? 
And God Made Man 

Gin Fell's Point, Md., an indignant woman said, 
"My brother is a plastic surgeon, and often performs 
operations on women to change them into men. He 
says that the main reason a lot of these women have 
surgery to become men is that's the only way they 
can get a job. I think that's pretty frightening." 

What kind of a job could this possibly be? 
Addicts 

~/~Reason magazine reports that many drug and 
alcohol addicts get Supplemental Security Income, 

Southwest 
School of Bible Studies 

Austin, Texas 

is pleased to announce 

Jackie Stearsman 
Director, Florida School of Preaching 

will be our visiting 

Southwest Lecturer 
during the 3rd quarter 

Special Studies Seminar 
April 21, 1995 

on the topic 

"A Study in Revelation" 
• • • 

Brother Stearsman Is a most capable school direc
tor, preacher, and writer. We are pleased to an
nounce him as our next visiting guest lecturer. 



and according to a new federal study, about the only 
way they'll ever get off the dole is to die or go to jail. 
Only one percent of these people ever get a job or re
cover, the study says. 
Barney Who? 

$Barney Frank and Gerry Studds (two admitted 
homosexuals in Congress) have introduced a bill le
gitimizing homosexual behavior - though they 
claim it is to stop discrimination. The legislation is a 
scaled-down version of a gay civil rights law homo
sexual activists have been pushing for years. At this 
point, even they concede it is a lost cause. The gay 
movement sees its window of opportunity slamming 
shut. Its friend in the Oval Office is on life support. 
Anti-gay rights initiatives (like those passed in Colo
rado) are gaining at the state and municipal levels. 

0 Major companies that are avid indoctrinators 
of gay rights and privileges are AT&T, Bank of 
America, Colgate-Palmolive, Walt Disney, Digital 
Equipment, Dow Chemical and Eastman Kodak, ac
cording to Ed Mickens in his book The 100 Best 
Companies for Gay Men and Lesbians. You may want 
to make a note of those companies. 

OA 1987 article in the homosexual magazine The 

Guide urges: "In any campaign to win over the pub
lic, gays must be cast as victims in need of protection 
so that straights will be inclined by reflex to assume 
the role of protector." 

Under Attack 
OA newsletter from the American Civil Liberties 

Union says they have been watching with growing 
alarm the revival of the Christian Coalition. The 
ACLU says the Christian Coalition's goal is to "elect 
pro-family Christians" to public office. They [Chris
tian Coalition] are trying to make "discrimination 
against gay men and lesbians successful in Colo
rado." The ACLU says, "Now is the time to alert the 
public to their dangerous, anti-liberty agenda and to 
fight them everywhere." The letter also complains 
about "an anti-liberties Judiciary" that is against 
"first amendment rights, against enforcement of civil 
rights, against the right of gay people to be free from 
criminal prosecution and against a woman's right to 
reproductive choice." 

The letter is begging for money so the ACLU can 
stop those dangerous Christian Coalition folks from 
opposing homosexuality and abortion. 

Ninth Annual 
North1Nest Lectureship 

May 6-7, 1995 

1 Thessalonians 
Saturday, May 6 

9:30 a.m ......•.............••..• 1 Thess. 1 :1-2 - Introduction .................................................................. Bronson Ostlc, Jerome, Idaho 
10:30 a.m ......................... 1 Thess. 1:2-10-Their Good Example .................................................. Ward Jones, Lewistown, Mont. 
11 :30 a.m ......................... 1 Thess. 2:1-12 - Paul's Conduct ...................................................... Randall Maxwell, Coalgate, Okla. 
12:15 p.m ......................... Lunch served at the building 
1:30 p.m ......................... 1 Thess. 2:13-16- Their Conversion ...................................................... Skip Francis, Mt. Home, Idaho 
2:30p.m ......................... 1 Thess. 2:17-20- Paul's Longing to See Them ....................................... Ron Thomas, Clinton, Tenn. 
3:30p.m ......................... 1 Thess. 3:1-5 -Anxiety in Athens ............................................................ Roger Barron, Emmett, Idaho 
6:00 p.m ......................... 1 Thess. 3:6-10 - Encouraged by Timothy .................................................... Melvin Elliott, Craig, Colo. 
7:00p.m ......................... 1 Thess. 3:11-13- Prayer for the Church ................................... Wayland McClellan, Twin Falls, Idaho 

Sunday, May 7 
9:00 a.m ......................... 1 Thess. 4:1-8 - Plea for Purity ................................................................ Curtis Cates, Memphis, Tenn. 

10:00 a.m ......................... 1 Thess. 4:9-12 -A Brotherly and Orderly Ufe ...................................... Eddie Whitten, Bedford, Texas 
11:00 a.m ......................... 1 Thess. 4:13-18-The Comfort of Christ's Coming ............................... Charles Pledge, Sheridan Wy. 
12:30 p.m . ........................ Potluck lunch at the building 
2:30p.m ......................... 1 Thess. 5:1-11 -The Day of the Lord ....................................... H. A. (BustE;r) Dobbs, Houston, Texas 
3:30 p.m ......................... 1 Thess. 5:12-22- Various Exhortations ................................................. Don Ruhl, Klamath Falls, Ore. 
4:30 p.m ......................... 1 Thess. 5:23-28 - Blessings and Admonitions ........................................... Rick PopeJoy, A vel}', Texas 

Hosted by 
-the Church of Christ In .Jerome, Idaho-

For Information 
Bronson Ostic 

300 E. Avenue • Jerome, Idaho 83338 
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Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 

- North Carolina -Directory 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

-Alaska- Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Brad Poe, minister. Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary (407) 657-0657. 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. - Oklahoma -

Plant City - Springhead Church of Christ, 1402 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Lindsey Rd., 33566. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. Wed. 7 p.m. J. Robert Brooks, minister (813) 754- Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
(907) 456-4921. 1776 or 754-1485. Between Farms and Groves. 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 

-Arkansas- Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

J b D Ch h f Ch 
· 2001 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister; 

ones oro- owntown urc 0 rast, Tony Williams, youth minister. 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

minister. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 225 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 789-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Byron - 3 mi. from exit 46 off 1-75. S on Hwy 
49 (1 mi.) to Hwy 42 N- 2 mi. to building. 
Camper hookups. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 121SS.MainSt., 
7 p.m. Call (912) 956-3719, 956-3980. 4 (P 0 B 625) 29652 s 10 11 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
-Indiana-

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 

eentral 
Cauaca oF cHRIST 

6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

- Minnesota -
1320 South Church SL, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m .• Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

-Colorado-

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866, 334-3757. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell 
Broking, evangelist. 

-Montana-

Hwy. 1 . • ox • un. , a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Clearwater _ Central Church of Christ, 1454 Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 Abilene - Eastside Church of Christ, 805 N. 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Judge Ely, 79601, behind bank. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (915) 676-1615. The 

dso · · ma'na'ster. Bible is our pattern. Davi n, manaster. 
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Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of •Matters of THE Faith." 

-Virginia-Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Dooley, ministers. Franldin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 

) 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 
1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. 

a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
G. Hecker, preacher. Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 

Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
(703) 382-7777. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 San Antonio- Shenandoah Church of Christ, 

Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, s 9 30 10 30 6 w d 7 30 p m Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, un. : , : a.m., p.m., e . : . ., 
evangelist. Terry M. Hightower, preacher. Route 3, Box 220, 24360. Y.l mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 

(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244: (703) 637-6839. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Whitten, preachers. Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. -Wyoming-

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Give a gift subscription to a friend. 
1-800-572-3619 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-
7903, 672-3097. 

Firm Foundation 
Bible Correspondence Course 

Sixteen Bible lessons written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New . 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each- $2.40 per set-plus shipping 
Answer sheets Included free upon request. 

To order call toll-free 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the lessons and bill you. 

Creation Compromises 
by Bert Thompson, Ph.D. 

This new book from brother Thompson is a detailed, lively discussion of practically ev
ery attempt to force an agreement between Scripture and evolutionary geology. Topics 
include: 
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• The Genesis account of creation 
• Chronologies and dating of biblical events 
• The Day-Age Theory 
• The Gap Theory 
• Progressive creationism 

-$10.95 plus shipping and handling-

To order call the Firm Foundation toll-free - 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the book and bill you. 



CLASSIFIED Twenty-two passenger bus; 1983 Ford, Diamond 
body, F350, Econolinc XL, 460 Cubic ln., 42,900 
miles, $10,000. Call Church of Christ, Mangum, 
OK (405) 782-3331. 

Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Special offer. $6.00, including S&H. Four Gospels 
Compared - complete text of all books arranged 
in chronological order, under 390 topical headings. 
Graham Stanfill, 13627 Falba, Houston, TX 77070-
3808, (713) 955-0007. 

Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal 
for Bible classes for all ages and for cottage 
evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and 
power of New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending $11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 
1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

Preachers Wanted 
Preache~ experienced in personal evangelism to 
work on an interim basis with a 350-member 
congregation. Plans are for eventual assignment, 
with full support, to a mission point in southern 
Missciuri. Send r~sum~, tape, and picture to Elders, 
Highland Church of Christ, 1601 Highland Dr., 
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901. Phone (314) 785-2679. 

Preacher wanted: Established congregation in 
Central Valley of Calif. is seeking a minister. Must 
be grounded in the faith and sound doctrine of 
Christ. If interested, please contact: Larry Mixon 
(805) 327-2054, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or (805) 399-5995 
after 5 p.m. 

Evangelist wanted: Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
Pottstown, PA. Congregation of 75 members needs 
sound gospel preacher. House provided, salary, 
utilities and benefits negotiable. Send r~sum~ with 

. references and sermon tape to Charles Smith, 1344 
S. Keirn St., Pottstown, PA 19464. Host 
congregation of Southeastern Pa. Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Wanted: Full-time preacher for a small conservative 
congregation of 40 members. Salary· and house 
. provided. Send r~sum~, references, tape, and p.icturc 
to Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., Dayton, 
OH 45431 

Parker, Colorado. We are looking for a full-time 
preacher to help us evangelize a rapidly growing 
community that is located just outside of Metro
Denver. We arc a congregation of 40, and arc self 
supporting. Applicants must be conservative and 
have a proven soul-winning r~sum~. Contact Jim 
Taylor (303) 799-4664; Allan Banta (303) 841-
7594, or Chuck Boerner (303) 755-5925 for further 
information. 

The Keller Church of Christ in Texas is searching 
for a new pulpit minister. We arc a congregation 
of 350 on the outskirts of the Dallas/Ft. Worth 
Metroplex in a very fast-growing area. If interested, 
please send your r~sum~ and an audio/video tape 
to Keller Church of Christ, P.O. Box 179, Keller, 
TX 76248. 

Wanted: Youth Director. Willow Avenue Church 
of Christ is seeking a spiritually sound man to 
work with young people in the congregation and 
the surrounding area. This position involves 
developing a youth program that addresses areas 
of spiritual growth, faithfulness, service, fellowship, 
and other areas of concern to today's young people. 
Salary is negotiable. Send r~sum~ to Willow Avenue 
Church of Christ, 225 N. Willow Ave., Attn: Box 
A, Cookeville, TN 38501. 

Church 
of Christ 

FUNERAL 
SONGS 

TOU.·FREE NATIONWIDE 
1-800-654-5918 

48 SONGS • AVAILABLE ON 
COMPACT DISCS AND CASSETTE 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send r~sum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-
2554 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available. Dennis Crecelius, Box 476, Italy, 
TX 76651. (214) 483-7523. 

Preacher, 57, married, wants to relocate inN. TX 
or S. OK with sound congregation of 50-80 
members. M.A. from ACU in 1964. 16 years in 
mission field of S. Louisiana. For r~sum~, references 
or other info, write tci jerry A. Price, 331 S. 4th, 
Eunice LA 70535 or call (318) 534-0347 .. 

Returning from Chimala Mission, Tanzania East 
Africa, graduate of Freed-Hardeman and Memphis 
School of Preaching. Desire work under elders with 
no liberal leanings. Married with one son. Available 
late May, early June. Call (615) 935-5933 p.m . 

For Sale 
Oak pews, 12-15 ft. length, 8-10ft. long, all padded 
except 4. In good condition. Contact Robertson 
County Church of Christ, 2980 Highway 41 South, 
Springfield, TN 37172. (615) 643-1021. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 
Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $50,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230. 
Power Lectureship Books: The Providence of God -
$15.00, plus $2.00 shipping & handling. The Minor 
Prophets- $12.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. 
Order from POWER Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfindcrs, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible'" Evangelistic System. An easy, 
enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or 
more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Rob Whitacre is in need of financial assistance to 
attend Southwest School of Bible Studies for 2 
years, fall 1995. R~sum~ available on request. Am 
available for interview and preaching. 31357 
Deerfield Terrace, Bulverde, TX 78163, (210) 438-
7875. 

Subscribe to Reprove. A publication devoted to 
"bringing to light" many of the current brotherhood 
issues. Send $4.00 (1 year) to Reprove, 207 Church 
Street, Valley View, TX 76272. 

Mel A. Hutzler Jr., will be attending the Southwest 
School of Bible Studies for 2 years, fall 1995. 
Encountering strong resistance from Catholic 
family. Needing financial assistance. R~sum~ 
available on request. 31161 Bulverde Hills Dr., 
Bulverde, TX 78163. (210) 980-7837. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for you retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm FoundaUon reserves the right to accept or 

refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we wlll not promote, as a matter of 
policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we an- · 
nounce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for adver- tisements:The Firm Foundation re
tains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $50 for a full page, $35 for a half-page, 
$20 for anything under a half-page. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as 
you would like to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the 
paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 
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SouTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2486 

=;;~~Training Men to Preach in Spirit and in Truth Since 1978"====;;;;;; 

Reasons You Should Consider Southwest: 
. southwest offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training . 
• southwest course credits are accepted at select Christian universities. 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
. Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere . 
• southwest is staffed by a well-respected and well-prepared Bible faculty. 
• Southwest offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in expository preaching. ' 
. southwest provides two courses in debate- principles and methods. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in the biblical languages . 
• Southwest provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Southwest provides two years of practical training in research and writing . 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in English grammar . 
• southwest is fully approved to issue I-20 forms to accepted foreign students. 
• Southwest is tuition free- V. A. benefits- Limited scholarships available . 
• southwest is ready to mail you an information packet- Call or write today! 

Joseph D. Meador, Director, Faculty of Old Testament; 
Gary Colley, Faculty of Bible and Preaching; Carl Garner, Faculty of Bible; 

John Moore, Faculty of New Testament; Al Macias, Faculty of Bible; Tim Ayers, Faculty of Bible 

Make plans now to attend the 14th Annual Southwest Lectureship in Austin, Texas- April 9-12, 1995. 
Gary Colley, Lectureship Director 

RV spaces available • Brotherhood displays (upon prior approval) 
The published lectureship book and audio/video tapes will be available during the lectureship. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 
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''The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1995 
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The Best Kept Secret of Our Liberal Brethren: 
the ''Hermeneutic of Suspicion'' 

By J. E. Choate 

T
he "Hermeneutic of Suspicion" is the name 

fo r a deadly new incurable viral strain of 
"Post-Modernism" theo logy which has al

ready infected Bible teaching programs of our 
schools. The hermeneutic of suspicion is a "new her
meneutic" created over the past 3 0 years by radical 
liberal theologians in America's most prestigious 
schools of religion. And the influences of the herme
neutic of suspicion are beginning to creep into a few 
urban churches. 

This is most apparent in what are now called 
"contemporary" worship services, the "grace only" 
theology, and the Bostonian-like "cell" meetings 
when the church is broken down into Sunday even
ing home groups. 

We are indebted to Tom Burch for his analysis of 
the 1990 Christian Scholars Conference papers by 
first calling our attention to the fact that the herme
neutic of suspicion is already raising its head in 
churches of Christ. He did so by phrasing the thesis 
of the 1990 CSC paper read by Randall Harris. 

The 1989 and 1990 CSC addressed the need for a 
new hermeneutic in churches of Christ with proposals 
to set up a working model (paradigm) . A paradigm is 
something like a Ptolemaic model of the universe to 
show how it works. A parameter is an enclosing ci rcle 
which may have variable assigned values, e.g., Tho
mas Olbricht's proposal that the Bible is a love story 
or the story-telling model of Michael Casey. 

Burch wrote a summation of the Harris paper 
which is the only publ ic record of the 1990 esc pa
per. The appraisal of the Harris paper is this: 

A 'hermeneutic of suspicion' is what Randall 
H arris (David Lipscomb University) sa id we 
should proceed under. Assuming the relativism 
of Post-Modernism, he made an interesting case 
for the fact that we never see clearly in this 
world. So we must do the best we can. 

We were given to understand that the Harris pa
per came under severe criticism from the floor. This 
was the first and last time that any of our brethren 
have mentioned the hermeneutic of suspicion. 

The reader at this juncture must be made aware 
that the hermeneutic of suspicion is the popular title 
for the Post-Modernism liberation theologies which 
dominate in a large measure the teaching programs 
of such divinity schools as Yale and Harvard. 

The Sources 
of the Hermeneutic of Suspicion Theology 

The hermeneutic of suspicion was hatched from the 
egg of "liberation rheology" which came to light in 
the 1960s in Central America when the Catholic 
clergy add ressed the plight of the peasants. This is a 
murky story which made headlines around the 
world. The charges were made that the troubles were 
created by Marxist and social ist priests. 

And it was from these early stirrings that a whole 
new generation of liberation theologies began to 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

On Being Spiritual 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T
o some folks spirituality is raw emotion

alism. They regard bathing the cheeks 
with tears as sp iritual. This reminds me 

of Jimmy Swaggart moaning and sobbing on 
television to convince folks of the depth of his 
religion. 

The foolish idea that spirituality equates to 
" lightweight, gauzy, pale, flimsy, ghostly, and 
shadowy" things is vulgar. Thinking that "spiri
tual" means "without substance, groundless and unfounded" is 
common and unclean. A few subscribe to the indefensible and 
baseless notion that sp irituality is a kind of dreamy, fantastical, 
pointless nothing. 

On a recent trip to Abilene, we visited the Mission Church, 
which meets in the Civic Center, and Sunday night we went to the 
University church's singing and Lord's Supper service (described in 
Seeds of Destruction by Lindell Mitchell elsewhere in this issue) . 
They obviously designed both gatherings to make hearts swell and 
put lumps in the throat in the mistaken belief that spookiness is 
spirituality. We must not equate being spiritual with "goblins and 
ghosties and long legged-beasties, and things that go bump in the 
night." 

Since a wrongheaded view of what makes one spiritual is gain
ing ground, we will review what the Scriptures teach about what 
constitutes true and undefiled religion or spirituality. Whatever the 
Bible says about being spiritual is correct, and all else is blather. 

Spiritual does not mean an enigma. It is not a riddle. When 
Jesus told Nicodemus that one's spirit is born in the water of bap
tism, he added, "Marvel not at this." Ever since he said it, people 
have been marveling at it. They want to make it into some kind of 
puzzle. Jesus told the Jewish ruler that the action of the spirit is 
like the wind (get that straight - it is the action of the Spirit that is 
like the wind, not the Spirit). We cannot see it, but we know it's 
there. He was not talking about mystery but about invisibility, and, 
therefore, explained that the birth of the spirit in water is not a 
conundrum Uohn 3:1-8). 

We learn from this that spiritual relates to what human eyes 
cannot see, but that we know exists. We cannot see God, but we 
know he is and that he rewards those who seek him. We cannot see 
heaven, but it is there! The Bible explains that we can have evi
dence or conviction of unseen things (He b. 11: 1). The inward 
man, sometimes called spirit, is real and we can know of its exist-



ence, but we cannot see it. I have never seen Harvard University, 
but I know it exists because of good, conclusive, credible evidence. 
We can be certain that something exists though we have not 
touched, nor tasted, nor smelled, nor seen, nor heard the thing. To 
deny this is like disavowing one's own existence. Some do that, but 
it is not bright. 

The word spiritual not only relates to unseen things but also to 
something powerful and rational. The great army of angels in 
heavenly places is called "spiritual hosts" (Eph. 6:12). Paul tells us 
that God's law is spiritual (Rom. 7:14 ). The words in which revela
tion is expressed are spiritual (1 Cor. 2:13 ). The Bible speaks of 
"spiritual wisdom and understanding" (Col. 1 :9). Those who live 
in a way that God approves and that his law requires are "spiri
tual" (Gal. 6:1). There are spiritual blessings and spiritual gifts 
(Eph. 1:3; 1 Pet. 2:5). 

The word spiritual deals with mind. Paul speaks of the "mind 
of the spirit" (Rom. 8:6). The apostle admonishes us to make our
selves a living sacrifice because it is our spiritual service (Rom. 
12: 1ASV). The King James translation says "reasonable" service. A 
footnote in the ASV gives the meaning as "belonging to the rea
son." The Greek word is logikos from which we get our English 
word logic. Strong says of this word "pertaining to speech, to the 
reason or logic, to the soul, agreeable to reason." 

We can lay to rest the flimsy notion that spirituali ty is con
nected only with emotion. That being spiritual is an intense mental 
state that arises subjectively -a state of agitation or disturbance. 
Isaac Singer said, "The very essence of literature is the war be
tween emotion and intellect." There is such a contest. 

We connect spirituality with the thinking part of man. It 
concerns mind and not only the heart. True religion ap
peals first to the reason and then to the emotion. If we 

stand that on its head and the emotion is put before the teaching, it 
becomes an illogical, irrational, unstable circumstance that is 
acutely at cross purposes with New Testament doctrine. 

"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God" (Rom. 8:14). How does the Spirit of God lead us to make us 
sons of God? Is it done by worked-up emotion or by clear com
mands and obedience? Does the leading of the Spirit of God that 
makes us sons of God come from within us or from outside us? If it 
comes from within us, it is subjective. If it is subjective, then every
one who thinks he is a son of God is a son of God by virtue of what 
he thinks and how he feels. 

The Bible teaches "there is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man; But the end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. 14:12). Jer
emiah said, "0 Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in him
self: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps" (10:23). 
Naaman said, "Behold, I thought," but Naaman was wrong. Paul, 
when he was Saul, persecuted the church and "verily thought with 
myself that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth" (Acts 26:9). Saul was wrong when, with all good con
science, he thought (felt) he should do many things against Jesus. 
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One can think he is right, but be wrong. The 
Spirit of God does not lead us into sonship by either 
emotions or subjective think-so, or reasoning that is 
independent of Scripture. If he does, everyone who 
thinks he is 0 K is 0 K; everyone who feels he is right 
is right. We do not need a Bible. 

"The Spirit himself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are children of God" (Rom. 8:16). The 
Holy Spirit bears witness with the human spirit that 
he is a son of God through the gospel. The gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). "Ev
ery scripture inspired of God is also profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
which is in righteousness. That the man of God may 
be complete, furnished completely unto every good 
work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Through the revealed Word the Holy Spirit com
mands the human spirit to believe Oohn 3:16). The 
Holy Spirit, through the revealed Word, tells the hu
man spirit to repent (Luke 13:3). In the gospel the 
Holy Spirit tells the human spirit to confess Jesus as 
the Son of God (Rom. 10:9-10). The Holy Spirit in 
written revelation tells the human spirit to be bap
tized to wash away sins (Acts 22:16). The Holy Spirit 
tells the believer to be baptized to have salvation 
(Mark 16:16). 

When the human spirit obeys the commands of 
the Holy Spirit to believe, repent, confess, and be 
baptized, it bears a returning witness that it has done 
what the Holy Spirit commands. 

You can know you are a child of God by showing 
that you have obeyed the commands of Scripture. It 
is just that simple! It is also a simple truth that the 
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person who lays a hand upon his chest and claims 
salvation based on how he feels gives inadequate 
proof of his pardon and is in the way of spiritual 
death. The way that seems right, unsupported by rea
son and revelation, is the way of death! 

The evidence of pardon is not within us but out
side us. The mistaken mother in Mrica who throws 
her baby to the crocodiles and feels she has appeased 
the gods is wrong. The enlightened American who 
depends on thinking or feeling, apart from divine 
revelation, as evidence he has appeased the living 
God is also wrong. 

The only way one can know that he is a child of 
God is by showing absolutely that he has obeyed the 
commands of God. That's it! Our proof of pardon is 
our submission to the will of God. When we can lay 
our finger on a passage -like "He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved" -and be able truthfully to 
say, "I have obeyed these commands," then, and only 
then, can we be sure of the promised salvation. No 
other evidence is of any value. 

When one knows he has obeyed God, then he will 
feel good. Paul called this "the peace of God which 
passes understanding." We enjoy feeling good, but 
obeying God is more important, seeing he is the "au
thor of eternal salvation to all them that obey him." 

Spirituality consists in doing the will of the Al
mighty and, therefore, rejoicing. Some get this 
turned upside down and say that when one rejoices 
he is right, but the Word of God says that doing right 
brings rejoicing. There is a difference! 

Man is made in the image of God because he 
possesses an undying spirit. His spirit is God given. It 
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enables man to think and to communicate. Animals 
cannot consider a matter, reason on it, and come to 
a right conclusion. The brute beast lives only by 
instinct or impulse or "a sudden wish or urge that 
prompts an unpremeditated act or feeling; abrupt 
inclination." Man, on the other hand, is rational -
or should be. Man is made in the likeness of his 
Creator. 

God is Spirit Oohn 4:24). God thinks, reasons, 
concludes, and communicates. Spirit is without ma
terial substance and, therefore, invisible and is pow
erful and reasonable. Man is body and spirit and 
soul. Animals are body and soul, but do not have 
spirit. Man, therefore, has authority over animals: 

And God said, Let us make man in our im
age, after our likeness: and let them have domin
ion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth (Gen. 1 :26). 

So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him; male and fe
male created he them. And God blessed them, 
and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multi
ply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over every living thing 
that moveth upon the earth (Gen. 1:27-28). 

Man is superior to animals, and God is superior 
to man. Jehovah put eternity in the heart of his hu
man creature (Eccl. 3: 11). Man longs for God, and 
his spirit hungers and thirsts for righteousness. This 
inner desire is satisfied when man learns of God and 
his laws through revelation and decides to obey and 
honor his mighty Maker. Man's spirit responding to 
God, who is a spirit, is the only basis of spirituality. 

To jump and moan and roll on the floor is to be
have without reason -like the dumb animals. "Be ye 
not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no un
derstanding" (Psa. 32:9). There is no instance in the 
New Testament of anyone gaining the favor of God 
by an uninformed, emotional outburst. There are 
many instances of man receiving "the grace of God 
which bringeth salvation" by hearing the Word of 
God and obeying his commands. It is said of Jesus: 

"Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he suffered; And being made per
fect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto 
all them that obey him" (He b. 5 :8-9). 
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The Best Kept Secret of Our liberal Brethren: 
the 11Hermeneutic of Suspicion'' 
(continued from page 1) 

form first in North America, and later in Europe. 
Among the most noticeable of the liberal theologies 
in the United States are women's liberation theology, 
black liberation theology, and the gay rights move
ment which would put gays in the pulpit. 

The Hermeneutic of Suspicion 
Surfaces in Theology 

However, the sharpest focus of liberation theology 
proved to be that of women's rights. The leading 
scholar who expresses best the hermeneutic of suspi
cion as it applies to the women's liberation theology 
is Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza, the author of In 
Memory of Tier and Bread Not Stone. 

Fiorenza developed a model (paradigm) which 
rejects the authenticity of the ancient Bible texts, and 
also the translations as texts which do not tell the full 
truth. She freely uses the descriptive term the herme
neutic of suspicion in her writings. 

The literary expression deconstruction of the 
Bible text (ancient and translations) was bought into 
play by Fiorenza which has dominated feminist lib
eration theology since. She totally rejects the validity 
of the Bible texts as they now stand. She alleges that 
Scripture is androcentric which means that it was 
written by men to control women and other subordi
nate people. 

Schussler calls for a deconstruction of Scripture 
for a complete rewrite (reconstruction) of the Bible 
to go behind Moses and Paul to return to women the 
rights denied them which were buried by the authors 
who created an androcentric Bible for the sole pur
pose of exercising male control. (The brother in the 
pew has never heard of these thi'hgs, but liberal schol
ars in our schools most assuredly have.) 

An informed observer can easily discern a transi
tion of these ideas over into black theology, the 
movement to place gays into the pulpits of American 
churches, and the growing demands of women to fill 
all active service roles in the church. 

The hermeneutic of suspicion goes with the as
sumption that the very appearance of things may be 
something other than what they seem to be. Fiorenza 
tells a story to illustrate her point. A hermeneutic of 
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suspicion invites readers to investigate the biblical 
texts and traditions as one would search the place 
and location where a crime has been committed. It 
seeks to identify the crime by carefully tracing its 
clues and imprints in order to prevent further hurts. 
And the clues to the crime and its perpetrators may 
be far different than the investigators first take them 
to be. 

By far the best example of the hermeneutic of sus
picion is found in another area of theology, namely 
the theology of the Jesus Seminar. The most outra
geous of the examples is the approach of John 
Dominic Crossan's chapter in his book- Jesus: A 
Revolutionary Biography - "The Dogs Beneath the 
Cross." First, he would demythologize the resurrec
tion claims of his disciples who saw him after his 
death on the cross. 

He draws the harshest details of a Roman cruci
fixion - the croaking of the crows above and the 
growling dogs beneath the cross, who devour the car
rion on the cross, or the scavenger dogs who dig the 
body from a shallow grave. Crossan says- "Remem
ber the dogs. And if you seek the heart of darkness 
follow the dogs." 

What Does All of This Say 
About Our Liberal Brethren? 

The reader is fully assured that our liberal brethren 
who attend the major divinity schools understand 
that I have not misrepresented the facts, no matter 
how bizarre they may seem to the average reader. 
However, I venture to say that little is known of the 
contextual content of the hermeneutic of suspicion 
outside of a handful of academic scholars who are 
mostly positioned in our universities. 
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PaHerns and Perimeters 
vs. Paradigms and Parameters 

It must now be apparent even to the casual reader the 
nature of the reflections of our liberal brethren 
which lie behind their rhetoric on particular New 
Testament passages. We have in mind such matters as 
a woman's place in the church, repentant baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins, marriage and divorce and re
marriage, the Lord's Supper, open membership, in
strumental music, and the list grows. 

It should be apparent by now that our liberal 
brethren no longer accept the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God which was once and for all delivered to 
the saints. Whatever the nature of the model (para
digm) of a new hermeneutic, and whatever its causes, 

such brethren are now calling for the deconstruction 
of the Scripture, and for the reconstruction of a new 
hermeneutic. 

The intent of this article is to strike fear into the 
souls of our liberal brethren by making them aware 
that we are on to the plans of the "change agents" to 
seize control of conservative churches of Christ every 
where. This is the first of other articles which will 
bring into sharp focus what our liberal brethren are 
up to based on their latest writings and escapades. 

We are in position to give a good account of our
selves; we shall do so. Conservative brethren have 
now turned the corner on their liberal brethren; may 
there be no doubt about it. 3714'12 Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, 1N 3 7215 
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What Is Your Church AHiliation? 
By John M. Brown 

I t each service of the Flatwoods Church of 
Christ we ask visitors to please fill out an in
formation card. We use these cards to send 

out thank-you letters and make visits. On the card 
there is a space for name, address, phone number, 
and church affiliation. 

This past week, we noted different responses on 
the "church affiliation" line. One card said, "Church 
of God." Another person gave the location of a con
gregation in another town. One card was blank, an
other said, "Yes" (that person obviously had a church 
affiliation but wasn't going to let us in on it). 

But my favorite response was this one: "The 
Lord's." 

Now, I must admit, I like that! 
"With what church are you affiliated?" 
"Sir, I'm affiliated with the Lord's church!" 
Now, I ask you, with what church are you affili-

ated? 
Isn't it wonderful simply to be a Christian (Acts 

11 :26), have the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), be 
walking in the light (1 John 1:7), having been added 
by the Lord to his church (Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47), 
the one spiritual body of Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:22-23; 
Col. 1:18; Eph. 4:4)? 

Imagine this conversation: 
"By the way, Pal, do you belong to a church?" 
"I certainly do!" 

''Are you a Calvinist?" 
"No! I do not belong to those who are united 

with Calvin, joined to Knox, associated with Luther, 
or in fellowship with Wesley." 

"Then you must be a Catholic." 
"I am not a Catholic, neither Roman brand nor 

Greek variety." 
"Well, are you a Campbellite?" 
"I'm not a Campbellite. Nothing I believe or 

practice originated with Campbell." 
"Then exactly what is your church affiliation?" 
"Friend, I am a Christian. I belong to the Lord's 

church, and so should you." 
Amen and amen! 
There are those telling us today that the Lord's 

church is just a denomination among denominations 
- that there is no difference between the churches of 
Christ and other religious groups, that one is as good 
as another. 

Hogwash, rubbish, baloney, and pshaw! 
As a Christian, I am a member of Christ's church. 

I worship God according to the pattern revealed in 
the New Testament. I belong to the King of Kings 
who now reigns. 

Friend, what is your church affiliation? 
P. 0. Box 871 

Flatwoods, KY 41139 
Fp 
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Seeds of Destrudion 
By Lindell Mitchell 

When Israel became involved in idolatry 
Hosea said: "For they have sown the wind 
and they shall reap the whirlwind" (Hosea 

8:7a). He urged them to mend their ways crying: 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in 
mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is 
time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain right
eousness upon you. Ye have plowed wickedness, 
ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit 
of lies because thou didst trust in thy way, in the 
multitude of thy mighty men (Hos. 10:12-13). 

The law of sowing and reaping is inviolate. It 
cannot be broken in animal, plant, or spiritual king
doms. You reap what you sow. In view of this great 
truth imagine my alarm as I observed seeds of de
struction sown in Abilene, Texas. The events oc
curred during the week of the 1995 lectureship at 
Abilene Christian University. 

On Feb. 19, 1995, Buster Dobbs, Eddie Whitten, 
and I attended services at the "Mission Church" 
housed in the civic center in Abilene. Literature from 
this church says its mission is to be "seeker friendly" 
- reaching out to the unchurched of Abilene. How
ever, the audience appeared to be largely composed 
of students from ACU. Other duties prevented our 
arriving before the "testimonial" part of the service. 
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back and took a seat. As we got oriented, our atten
tion was drawn to a couple standing in a spotlight's 
glare at the front. The man was in the midst of giving 
his "testimony." He told us how he had ruined his 
first marriage through greed, drugs, and sexual im
morality. He said that when he hit bottom God spoke 
to him and sent his new wife Nancy to him. If what 
the man said was true, he did not have a scriptural 
right to contract a second marriage. After receiving a 
round of applause from the audience and a big hug 
from new wife, Nancy, the man took his seat. 

He was followed by a young man named Eric 
Oliver, who presented himself as one of the "leaders" 
of the church. Eric spent several minutes delivering a 
rambling speech. He said that he left Abilene with no 
intention of returning. He claimed to have quickly 
risen to the top of the business world where he be
came wealthy. Eric said during this period he did the 
"church thing" and the "deacon thing." This got a 
big laugh and drew applause from the audience. Ol
iver said he was on "the deacon board" which drew 
more laughter, amens, and applause. 

Eric then said he wanted to confess that he had 
used money to get his way. He gave generously when 
pleased and threatened to stop giving when dis
pleased. He also confessed to using biting humor to 
elevate himself by demeaning others (I asked, "Do 
you mean comments like 'deacon thing'?" I was too 
far back to be heard). 

As the rambling continued, brother Oliver al
leged to have been entrusted with the management of 
a one hundred million dollar portfolio. He said he 
invested it all in one company (not wise!). The com
pany went broke, and the investors suffered. Eric 
found himself unemployed, heading for Abilene with 
his family. Once in Abilene, the Oliver family 
searched for "community" among the churches. 
None of the congregations met his "felt needs." It 
was not until he was invited to a "home Bible study" 
that he found community. According to Eric, God 
placed him in community with Dr. Leonard Allen 
and others at the Mission Church. 

Near the end of the testimonial brother Oliver 
told us that God spoke to him as he was traveling to 



his parents' home in Nashville. He said God ordered 
him to address his home congregation. In astonish
ment he said, "What?" God allegedly repeated his 
instructions to address the church in Nashville. 
When Eric arrived, he spoke with the elders, one of 
whom was his father, and told them of the heavenly 
order. They allowed him to speak. Eric said he 
thanked the congregation for their support as he 
grew up. He also reported thanking his tearful 
mother for nurturing him. 

Brother Oliver said he met with his father before 
leaving Nashville. He rold his dad how that God was 
leading him in new directions. He pled with his fa
ther for his blessing. Eric was told to go with his 
blessing. How tragic! 

Next in the spotlight was sister Lipford. She pre
sented herself as the "matriarch" of the Mission 
Church. She then gestured toward two young women 
sharing the spotlight with her. Sister Lipford sa id that 
God sent the young women to her and that they had 
the gift of singing. Consequently, she said they were 
going to sing of God's faithfulness. The young ladies 
then sang a duet. During the performance some srood 
with uplifted hands swaying to the music- Pentecos
tal style. The performance ended to applause. 

The assembly was overseen by Dr. C. Leonard 
Allen who is listed in promotional literature as the 
"Senior Minister" of the Mission Church. Dr. Allen is 
a prominent Bible professor at ACU. He is highly vis
ible and prominently featured there. His books are 
published and distributed by ACU press. He has a 
powerful impact on hundreds of students via the Mis
sion Church and upon thousands via the university. 

This bizarre event did not end our shocking day. 
We also attended the evening "communion" service 
at the University Church of Christ across the street 
from ACU. When we arrived at 9:25p.m., the build
ing appeared deserted because virtually all the lights 
were off. When we tried to enter from the front, the 
doors were locked. As we approached the back of the 
facility, a young man came out of a hallway where the 
on ly visible lights were burning. He was carrying a 
communion cup. We watched him go behind the 
bushes at the side of the building. Other young 
people were sitting in the darkened doorways with 
communion emblems. I do not know the spi ritual sig
nificance of partaking of the Lord's Supper in the 
bushes. 

We entered a large, unlit auditorium. Backlight
ing from the stained-glass windows and limited light-

A book whose time has come! 

14th Annual Southwest Lectureship Book 

Music in NeW' Testa~nent Worship 
edited by Gary Colley 

"In my opinion this book on music in New Testament worship is a classic." Garland Elkins 

The chapters in the book are contributed by some of the finest preachers , debaters, and teachers 
in our brotherhood today. Various charts are included in this volume also. 

Take advantage of this special lectureship offer. 
Buy two copies of this outstanding book- one for yourself and one for a friend. 

Contains a review of 
Foy E. Wallace Jr.'s 
5 debates on lnstru· 
mental music. 

370 pages • 24 chapters • Hardback 

$11.50 Special price 
$2.00 Shipping 

(Regular price is $14.95 plus shipping.) 

Order from 

Southwest Church of Christ 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 

(512} 282-2438 • Fax (512} 282-2486 

Contains a review of 
Hardeman·Boswell 
debate and M.C. Kur
fee's book on instru
mental music. 
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ing from candles were the only illumination. A 
candle sat on a table in the center of the auditorium. 
The table also contained communion emblems. 
Tables adorned with candles and communion em
blems sat on each side of the auditorium. Young 
people were sitting in the floor along the walls. Many 
appeared to be in a stupor. Others were sitting in 
circles on the floor. They were huddled together 
closely. I could not tell what they were doing. 

My guess is that the auditorium seats 1,200, and 
it was packed. There was continuous singing. Indi
viduals went to the tables and took of the emblems as 
they felt moved to do so. One young man partook of 
the wine four times. As the audience sang, a man 
would periodically shout, "Thank ya, J-e-e-e-sus!" 
This always sent a ripple of reaction through the 
crowd. The assembly was designed to look spontane
ous, but it was carefully orchestrated. At the peak of 
excitement a spotlight shined on the pulpit area. At 
that moment a song with lyrics asking if you would 
stand up for Jesus erupted. The audience jumped to 
its feet with hands raised. The Pentecostal-style sway
ing began. Then Eddie Whitten said something like: 
"If you guys don't want to walk, you had better come 
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I have just completed the reading of the recently pub

lished book entitled The Core/Bull's Eye Gospel Concept Re
futed. The author of the book is Curtis A. Cates, Ed.D, who, 
some years ago, was a young, dedicated student of mine. 

To be very frank, I was/and am unprepared, and sick at 
heart, to learn of the holdings of certain prominent evangelists 
of our brethren In Christ. In my personal judgment, this book by 
brother Cates should be read by all brethren - especially el
ders and ministers -the brotherhood over. 

May all who read be moved to stand fast in the truth and 
give opposition to such dogma. 

Rex A. Turner Sr. 
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with me!" We made our exit. How unspeakably 
tragic the scene was! At both churches I saw a pale 
imitation of the PTL club! 

The seeds of destruction have been sown, and 
they will bear a bitter harvest in churches of Christ. 
When these young people get home, they will de
mand this sort of carnival. They have been taught 
that sensationalism is synonymous with spirituality. 
Emotionalism is like a narcotic. It takes larger and 
larger doses to achieve the desired effect. If they do 
not get their way, they will quit the church. If they 
overpower the faithful who resist them, they will 
plunge the church into total apostasy. 

How long will brethren feign ignorance of these 
departures, refusing to be warned? How long will 
they continue to finance an institution that harbors 
those responsible? How many more of their young 
people will they turn over to false teachers? "Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to 
his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever-
lasting" (Gal. 6:7-8). P. 0. Box 411 
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Fifth Annual 

Truth In Love 
Lectureship 

Soldie~s of Christ 
ARISE! 

11 
... brethren, 

be strong 
in the Lord, 
and ... 
Put on 
the whole 

armour of 

God .. . " 

(Eph. 6:10-11) 

May 17-21 

at the 

EAST HILL 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pulaski, Tennessee 
(615) 363-2777 

-Paul Sain, Director-

Wednesday, May 17 
7:00 p.m ..... "Soldiers of Christ, Arise" 

............................ ..... . Kevin Beard 

Thursday, May 18 

1:00 p.m ..... "Our Commander-in-chief: Jesus 
Christ" .. ................ James Watkins 

2:00 p.m .... . "Basic Training and Preparation 
to Battle" ... .................. Bob Berard 

3:00 p.m ... .. "Guidebook of Every Soldier'' 
..................................... David Sain 

3:45 p.m ..... Q&A Session 

7:00 p.m . .... "One Body/One Army - United" 
.... .......................... Gary Summers 

8:00 p.m ..... "Equipment of the Lord's 
Soldier'' .... ............... Winfred Clark 

Friday, May 19 

1 :00 p.m ..... "Recruiting Soldiers - for Lifetime 
of Service" ... .............. Gary Colley 

2:00 p.m .. ... "Identifying the Enemy" 
................... ..... ... Harrell Davidson 

3:00 p.m .. .. . "Lift High the Banner 
of Christ" .... ....... ........ Dan Winkler 

3:45 p.m ..... Q&A Session 

7:00 p.m ..... "Every Man Stood in His Place" 
. ................................... Bob Berard 

8:00 p.m ..... "Time Is Limited/Our Work Is 
Urgent!" .................... Tom Holland 

Saturday, May 20 

9:00 a.m ..... "Loyal, Devoted, True Allegiance" 
.................................. Jimmy Clark 

10:00 a.m ..... "Satan 's Servants - Our Enemies" 
...................................... B. J. Clark 

11 :00 a.m ..... "True Leaders (Elders) in Lord's 
Army" ............ Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

1 :30 p.m . ... . "Aggressive, Fighting, Warring, 
Defending" .......... James W. Boyd 

1 :30 p.m ..... "God's Woman - Faithful Fighter/ 
Supporter'' ............. Maggie Colley 

2:30 p.m ..... "Unfaithful Soldiers - Punished" 
................... .... .......... Keith Mosher 

3:30 p.m ..... "Faithful Soldiers - Rewarded" 
....................... ........... Curtis Cates 

Sunday, May 21 

9:30 a.m . .... "Peace Desired - Hope of Going 
Home" ..................... Keith Mosher 

10:30 a.m . .... "Victory Is Within Our Reach" 
................................... Gary Colley 
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Obituary and Admonition 
(Sister Bonnie Phillips wrote to the Firm Foundation to advise us of the death of her dear husband, Bill L. 

Phillips, who laid down his cross for a starry crown at the age of 82. He died unexpectedly of a massive stroke 
on July 9, 1994. Besides his wife, his son, Van, and his daughter, Rebecca Chester, survive him. Billy L. Phillips 
and Jacob G. Vandervis were converted from Mormonism in Salt Lake City in the early 40s. They had the distinc
tion of being the first missionaries to enter Europe after World War II. They went in 1946 to brother Vandervis' 
native Holland. Upon returning to the United States, brother Phillips devoted his life to preaching, mostly in West 
Kentucky and Tennessee. Sister Phillips added, "I am sorry for the delay in sending this report, but I have had 
multiple hindrances. My husband was a faithful gospel preacher and I want him to have some deserved recogni
tion and let the brotherhood know of his victory in Jesus.'' She included an essay written by her husband and 
requested that we print it. Here is an abbreviated version of brother Bill L. Phillips' admonition to us.) 

What Shall It Profit a Man? 
By Bill L. Phillips 

D id you ever make a trade that looked really 
good but later discovered they had taken 
you? Have you ever made a choice that 

turned out so badly that you felt sick every time that 
you thought about it? We all have been careless, 
greedy, or ignorant and made some terrible blunders? 

Millions are making a mistake with which none 
of the above is worthy to be compared. They are ex
changing their soul for a handful of the world's trin
kets or for a few minutes of the world's pleasure. 
They're trading life for death, and eternity in the glo
ries of heaven for an eternity in hell. 

Jesus knew this folly and said, "For what shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in ex
change for his soul?" (Mark 8:36-37). 

If it is a bad, bad deal to exchange our soul for the 
whole world, what must we say about the trade so 
many make in exchanging life for baubles? Judas got 
30 pieces of silver. Some only get a bowl of pottage. 

If you think it is a good deal to trade in your soul 
for earthly riches or pleasure, you ought to reread the 
book of Ecclesiastes. Neither riches, nor power, nor 
fame, nor fun, nor drink, nor women, nor entertain
ment satisfied Solomon. He said, "Then I looked on 
all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the 
labor that I had labored to do: and, behold, all was 

12 ~~ Found!~!! 

vanity and vexation of spirit and there was no profit 
under the sun." This wealthy and powerful King's 
conclusion was: "Fear God, and keep his command
ments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God 
shall bring every work into judgment, with every se
cret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil" 
(Eccl. 12: 13-4). 

You who are without Christ, what are you getting 
in exchange for your soul? A nice bank account? A 
big house? A powerful car? A closet full of expensive 
clothes? Will you be able to take these things with 
you when you leave this world? You will be leaving it 
all too soon. Or did you trade for pleasure instead of 
things? 

Having lost our souls in a losing effort to gain the 
world, we are desperately unhappy and seek to ease 
the pain by collecting more things, and crowding in 
more thrills. We smoke, we drink, we pop pills -
sleeping pills, pep pills, tranquilizer pills - until our 
health breaks down. 

Jesus warned, "Lay not up for yourselves trea
sures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal." 

Friend, make no mistake, without Jesus as Savior 
you are lost, for "neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved." 



However, you need not remain in that condition. You 
can change your choice. By faith, repentance and 
baptism you can put on Christ. 

Bill L. Phillips, deceased. 
(Brother Phillips~~ voice comes back to us from the 

grave, admonishing us to prepare to meet God. I met 
Bill Phillips and Jacob Vandervis long ago on the cam-

pus of Abilene Christian College. In his sermon 
brother Vandervis said, "You sing, rif Jesus goes with 
me r/1 go anywhere.~~ But you won~~t do it. You are a 
liar. n That made an impression and Phillips and 
Vandervis caused a young preacher to take up his cross 
and follow Jesus. We hail Bill L. Phillips and honor his 
memory -Dobbs.) Fp 

A Flash of Red 
By L. Toreador 

(L. Toreador, the bull fighter, has not submitted an 
article to the Firm Foundation for nine months. He 
felt that most matters were being given adequate at
tention. He has waited in vain for someone to deal 
with an October 1994/etter in the Optimist. Since no 
one has, brother Toreador now steps forward, a sword 
in hand, to slay the bull.) 

D r. A. J. Hoover, professor of history at Abilene 
Christian University wrote an incredibly in
credible letter to the editor of the Optimist. 

The letter was printed Friday, Oct. 14, 1994, on page 
8. His letter is so glaringly absurd that most people of 
sense will not believe he wrote it, or that the Opti
mist printed it. It is inexplicable that the university 
does not lapidate his foolishness. 

The letter is so weird that I will quote it in its 
entirety so you may have the full text and see for your
self just how hysterical Professor Hoover is. He 
wrote: 

I was appalled when I found out the other 
day how much money is made by car manufac
turers and car dealers and those who sell houses. 
I literally could not believe it! These fat cats 
make their fortunes on the backs of ordinary 
hard working men and women of America, and 
we should do something about it. 

Why don't we just nationalize or federalize 
the entire transportation and housing industries? 
That way every American citizen could have de
cent housing and transportation without con
stantly worrying about losing his pension or his 
life savings to get a house or car. The prices of 
these commodities have skyrocketed, especially 
in the "ugly '80s," to the point where a regular 
American can't afford them any more. There 
needs to be a cap, enforced by the central govern
ment. 

Let us stop our ears to those nay-sayers who 
claim that this policy would bankrupt the gov-

ernment and enlarge the deficit. I've read that 
we have 59 million people in this country who 
have either no housing and transportation or 
substandard housing and transportation. 

We should be ashamed. We are the only in
dustrial nation on the face of the earth that still 
doesn't have national housing and transporta
tion. We need to break that insidious power of 
the housing-transportation lobby that perpetu
ally prevents this reform. If necessary, we should 
pass a law abolishing the Republican Party and 
Rush Limbaugh. Signed: A.]. Hoover, a professor 
of history. 

Professor Hoover is appalled by how much 
money car and housing makers and sellers earn. A.J ., 
do you know how much Don Crisp, chairman of the 
board at ACU, controls? He helps to invest this 
money and makes multimillions of dollars each year. 
He is surely a fat cat. You should be so appalled that 
you quit your job and refuse to work for an institu
tion that tolerates such a corrupt chairman. If you 
look among the other board members, you will find 
many fat cats who make their money on the backs of 
Americans, that is, sell merchandise to them. 

Does Professor Hoover know who owns General 
Motors? The investors- the stockholders- own the 
company. It is publicly held. That is known as free 
enterprise. When the government owns everything, 
that is communism. Russia has proved that commu
nism is no good and America has proved that capital
ism is best for all concerned. A.J. Hoover has not 
learned the lesson, and yet waves the red flag of com
munism. 

When A.J. Hoover is successful in nationalizing 
transportation and housing, all Americans will live in 
mud huts and their transportation will be hoofing 
and there will be no fat cats, but all will be equal -
equally miserable. 
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The professor ought to know that Americans en
joy the highest standard of living of any nation. The 
poorest among us, who own neither house nor car, 
live better than the average worker in Mexico, 
China, England, Russia, India, France, Italy, or 
Canada. He may be appalled to find that some folks 
do not want to own house or auto. Some in New 
York City earn a lot of money but prefer to rent and 
let someone else do the driving. Do you suppose they 
are among Hoover's 59 million? 

There is also the get-out-and-get-to-work prin-

ciple. Paul stated it in 2 Thessalonians 3:10. By the 
way, Professor, do you have an automobile? You fat 
cat! Where do you sleep at night? Under a bridge? You 
rascal! You ought to sell all that you have and give it to 
the poor, and until you do, your bileful, peevish, 
whining will not make much of an impression. 

Okay, Professor, go ahead and do away with the 
Republican party and Rush Limbaugh. When you 
have finished the job, give me a call. Until then, the 
bull is dead! P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269 
Fp 

A Look at Legalism 
By V. Glenn McCoy 

G
od has always been concerned about man's 

obedience to him. Jesus said, '~d why do 
you call me Lord, Lord and do not do what I 

say?" (Luke 6:46). "For this is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments" (1John 5:3). 

Disobedience to God's command can never be 
commendable. Yet, they will ridicule some in the fel
lowship for stressing the need to conform strictly to 
God's will as shallow. The offender who is so narrow 
minded as to insist upon full compliance to God's 
law is contemptuously called a legalist. Name calling 
often serves as a smoke screen to cover departures 
from sound doctrine and unscriptural innovations. 

This tactic is not new. Restoration history shows 
courageous men being the objects of unfair attacks 
because of their defense of the truth. "Raccoon" John 
Smith, Jacob Creath Jr., Benjamin Franklin, Moses 
Lard, J.W. McGarvey, David Lipscomb, and others 
knew well the sting of unkind, unwarranted accusa
tions hurled at them by those wanting to change the 
church to be like the denominations. 

The word legalism is interesting. It can be used in 
more than one way. The difference in the usage usu
ally relates to the attitude and motivation of the indi
vidual using it. Denouncing loyalty to God is pre
sumptuous when based on what the judge considers to 
be the other person's motivation. Often the L-word is 
used to discredit another without having to respond 
to biblical positions which differ with his own. 

One dictionary definition of legalism is "strict 
adherence to the law." Would this not be a noble goal 
for everyone? Faithfulness to God should be the de-

14 ~;J; Found!~!; 

sire of all. Faithfulness is obedient trust or loyal com
pliance with the requirements of God's will Uames 
2:10-13). By this definition, Abraham was a legalist 
(Gen. 26:5). They could also call Moses a legalist 
(Deut. 4:2). The apostles John and Paul were legalists, 
but in a most noble sense (lJohn 5:3; Rom. 6:16). 

One generally thinks of the Pharisees as legalistic. 
They were hypocritical (Matt. 23 :4-5). They went to 
great lengths to appear righteous, but they did not 
follow through with loving obedience to God. They 
bound their own commands and transgressed the 
commands of God by their traditions (Matt. 15: 1-9). 
Jesus condemned the Pharisees because they taught 
things to others which they did not do themselves 
(Matt. 23:3 ). He did not condemn them for keeping 
the law, even in minute things. He did rebuke them 
because they failed to observe the commands that 
were harder to obey, such as justice, mercy, and faith
fulness. Jesus said, "These are things you should have 
done without neglecting the others" (Matt. 23:23). 

I don't know anyone who fits this description of 
the Pharisees. If one calls another a legalist today, and 
has in mind the Pharisees, one has to question the 
accuser for his unkind judgment and unfair condem
nation. No one wants to be like the Pharisees in areas 
that displeased Jesus. This does not mean it is unim
portant for us strictly to obey God. Our heavenly Fa
ther is not pleased with partial and approximate obe
dience. Please call to mind the case of king Saul and 
Agag (1 Sam. 15:1-22). 22470 Mission Hills Lane 

Yorba Linda, CA 92687 
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The Abiding Kingdom 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 
A. The kingdom of God is an everlasting kingdom. 

1. David gives a brief description of God's kingdom in Psalms 145:13. 
2. God's kingdom is presented in vivid, figurative language in Revelation chapters four and five. 
3. The prophet saw Jesus coming back to the eternal kingdom of God to be given rule and glory 

(Dan. 7:13-14). 
4. God's kingdom existed before creation and will continue after the earth is no more. The only 

correct world view is to see the kingdom of God at the center of the universe surrounded by Sera
phim, encircled by the four and twenty elders on their thrones, encompassed by an uncountable 
number of angels, and on the circumference are the kingdoms of men. 
a. The center and seat of power is not in Washington, nor London, nor Moscow, nor Tokyo, nor 

Paris, but is the throne of the Almighty with its firm foundations. 
b. Everything should be said and done with a view to the central throne-room of God. 
c. When this world view is universally accepted and the will of God is done on earth as it is in 

heaven, peace, safety, and happiness will result. 
B. God's kingdom is the range of God's rule (Psa. 22:28; Dan. 4:25; Rom. 13:1-2; Luke 1:52). 

1. The world is mostly in rebellion against God. 
a. "And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of 

the world in a moment of time. And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, 
and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it" (Luke 
4:5-6). 

b. There is a kingdom of Satan (Matt. 12:26). 
c. At the time of creation God gave man dominion over the earth (Gen. 1:26-29). Man surren

dered his dominion to the devil who could, therefore, promise the world's wealth to Jesus, if 
he would worship Satan. 

d. "The whole world lieth in wickedness" (1 John 5: 19). 
2. God is dominant even though the world rebels against him. 

a. "And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 
understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honored him 
that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from gen
eration to generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he do
eth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and 
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?" (Dan. 4:34-35). 

b. The wickedness and folly of the creation, which cries out for its own destruction, does not 
diminish God (Psa. 102:23-27). 

c. "The LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the 
earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation" Uer. 10:10). 

II. God's kingdom in the Old Testament. 
A. The word translated "kingdom" in the Old Testament means "reign or rule," also the territory of the 

kingdom. 
1. God's sovereignty is demonstrated in creation when, by his great power, he spoke a universe into 

existence (Gen. 1: 1). 
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2. At Mount Sinai God gave a demonstration of his divine might to impress the people with the need 
to keep his law (Exo. 19:12-19). 

B. God provided from the time of the giving of the Law of Moses for an earthly kingdom that would 
typify Messiah's kingdom. 
1. He said to the sons of Israel, "Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation" (Exo. 

19:6). 
a. This kingdom would consist of honoring God and submitting to his will absolutely. 
b. "Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a 

peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine" (Exo. 19:5). Then (when 
you obey my voice and keep my covenant) "ye shall be unto me a kingdom." 

2. The covenant given at Sinai instructed kings over the nation as to how they were to conduct them
selves, showing that it was God's intention from the beginning to form Israel into a kingdom 
(Deut. 17:14-19). 

3. Moses was king over the people (Deut. 33:1-5). 
a. At Sinai there was a visible display of God's divine majesty (v. 2). 
b. God gave the people a fiery law (v. 2). 
c. They were to "receive" God's words (v. 3). 
d. Moses commanded them, in the name of God, a law (v. 4). 
e. "And he (Moses) was king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel 

were gathered together" (v. 5). 
f. Obedience and submission brought kingship. 

4. David's kingdom was a government regulated by religious authority and the means by which God 
ruled over and blessed the nation. 
a. "And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall 

be established for ever" (2 Sam. 7:16; 2 Chron. 13:5). 
b. The kingdom was later divided, but Ezekiel prophesied it would be reunited (Ezek. 37:22). 
c. The kingdom of David foreshadowed the kingdom of Christ (God or heaven). Therefore of 

the seed of David would one be raised up to sit on David's throne (Acts 2:25-35). 
d. The earthly kingdom of David did not displace the deathless kingdom of God .... It is always 

there! It neither recedes nor fades. 
III. God's Kingdom in the New Testament. 

A. According to Strong, the word basileia, translated "kingdom" in the New Testament, means "sover
eignty, royal power, dominion." It suggests "the territory or people over whom a king rules." 
1. Jesus taught his disciples to pray, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 

heaven" (Matt. 6:10). 
2. The kingdom of God is the sphere of God's rule. 

B. Jesus came to establish a kingdom after the semblance of David's kingdom. David's king~om was the 
type. Christ's kingdom is the antitype. 
1. Jesus and his associates announced, "The kingdom of God is at hand" (Mark 1:15; Luke 8:1; 

Luke 10:11). 
2. The kingdom of Christ, unlike the kingdom of David, does not have geographical boundaries. It 

does not come within the range of the natural powers of observation (Luke 17:20). It is spiritually 
discerned Oohn 3:3-8; 1 Cor. 2:14). 

3. Reference to the kingdom of Christ (God, heaven) are of two kinds: the first, in which the king
dom is presented as on earth but invisible to human eyes, and mortals being in that kingdom (Col. 
1:13; Heb. 12:28; 2 Thess. 1:5); the second, in which it is viewed as future and associated with 
reward and glory (Matt. 25:34; 1 Cor. 15:50-55; Matt. 13:43; Acts 14:22). 
a. We must distinguish between these two ways of thinking about the kingdom. 
b. If we are faithful in the earthly phase of the invisible kingdom of God, we have the assurance 

of entering into the eternal phase of his kingdom (1 Cor. 15 :49). 
4. Entrance into the earthly phase of the kingdom is by a birth from above Oohn 3:1-5; Matt. 18:3). 

16 ~:~ Found!~!! 



5. Maintenance of the kingdom is by faithful service demonstrated in careful submission to the law 
of the invisible, eternal, majestic King (Rev. 3:10-13; Rev. 2:10). 

C. The kingdom consists in punctilious obedience to the rules of him who sits on the throne of the uni
verse. 
1. Those who obey the laws and rules of God are in the kingdom of God. 
2 . Those who disregard the stipulations of God's second covenant are in the kingdom of Satan. 

Fp 

Modern Science And Immortality 
By Wayne Jackson 

Psychiatrist Elisabeth Kubler-Ross is highly ac
claimed for her work with the terminally ill. 
Some of her research has been valuable in 

that she has carefully analyzed the emotional states 
through which many people pass as they learn that 
death is imminent (cf. On Death and Dying, 
MacMillan, 1969). She has, however, ventured far 
afield from her area of expertise in speculating about 
human immortality. Dr. Kubler-Ross, who once be
lieved that death was the end of human existence, 
changed her opinion on mortali ty as a result of the 
testimony of some patients who were pronounced 
"clinically dead" but were later "revived" by medical 
means to tell of after-death experiences. Her views 
(and others of a similar nature) have received consid
erable attention in recent years. Some religionists 
have even appealed to Kubler-Ross' assertions as an 
example of "scientific evidence" for life after death. 
We confidently affirm that this so-called evidence is 
utterly worthless. 

1. Is it not remarkably strange that these alleged 
out-of-body experiences occur under hospital condi
tions as physicians make heroic efforts at resuscitation 
and within a short span of time? Where is the person 
who was "clinically dead" (i.e., no respiration, no 
pulse, flat EEG) for four days (cf. John 11: 17), who 
can testify of his resurrection from the dead ? 

2. Dr. Kubler-Ross describes the post-mortem 
emotional experiences of the religious, and the non
religious, as precisely identi cal - feelings of whole
ness and peace. She declared, "None of the patients 
who have had a death experience - and returned are 
ever again afraid to die." That is totally foreign to the 
teaching of the Bible. Compare the after-death expe
riences of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16: 19ff) . 

3. Only God can give life (Acts 17:25). Once the 
spirit has actually left the body Uames 2 :26), only the 

Lord (not medical science) could bring it back. 
Though there are resurrections mentioned in the 
Bible, they were exceptional, designed to confirm the 
revelation of divine truth (Mark 16:20), and they are 
not being duplicated today. The general rule is: "It is 
appointed to man once to die" (Heb. 9:27). More
over, even those wh o were raised in the era of 
miracles never spoke one word of their after-death 
experiences! 

The only evidence for life after death is the his
torical testimony of the Holy Scriptures. But that is 
ample proof. This is not an issue that pertains to 
modern science. 
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Are Heathens Really Lost? 
By Rod Rutherford 

I 
recall hearing brethren discuss this topic when I 

was a boy. Someone would raise the question: 
"What about the folks in Africa who have never 

heard the gospel? Will they be lost?" Usually the dis
cussion would be quite animated for a wh ile, but 
eventually they would reach a consensus. A process 
would arrive at it like this: "God is just. It would be 
unjust to condemn people to hell who, through no 
fault of their own, never had a chance to hear the 
gospel. Therefore, heathens will surely be saved be
cause of their ignorance." 

This conclusion puzzled me because I knew the 
Lord commanded: "Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). If 
I obeyed the Lord's command, I knew I must strive to 
the best of my abi lity to rake the gospe l to the hea
then in Africa and everywhere else. Yet a difficulty 
presented itself. If heathens are saved in their igno
rance and I took the gospel to them, might not some 
of them reject it? All would readily agree that those 
who deli berately rejected the gospel would be lost. 
Therefore, would it not be better for me to stay at 
home so all heathens could be saved in their igno
rance? Still, if I willfully disobeyed the Lord's com
mand to take the gospel to those who had not heard, 
would I not be lost because of my disobedience to the 
Lord's plain command ! This dilemma confounded 
me. 

As I grew older, I came to a better understanding 
of the Bible. I learned that all who do not obey the 
gospel are lost (Mark 16:16; John 3:36; 8:24; 2 
Thess. 1:6-10; 1 John 5:11-12; Rev. 21:8). They are 
lost not because they have not heard the gospel, but 
because they are sinners. They have alienated them
selves from a just and holy God by trespassing his 
righteous law (Isa. 59:1-2; Rom. 6:23; 1 John 3:4). 
All who are of accountable age have sinned and justly 
stand condemned (Rom. 3 :9-23). 

The only way of escape from this universal con
demnation is provided by a loving God who sent his 
only begotten Son into the world. The Son offered 
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himself a sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world Qohn 3 :16; 2 Cor. 
5:21; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; 2:21-25). Sal
vation, therefore, is in J esus Christ 
and in him alone (Acts 4:11-12; 
Eph. 1:3)! He is the only way to 
God Uohn 14:6) . The gospel of 
Christ is the only power of God unto salvation (Rom. 
1:16). 

A man drowning in the sea is not drowning be
cause no one has thrown a life preserver to him. H e is 
drowning because he is in the water. However, the 
only way a drowning man can be saved is for some
one to he lp him. So it is wi th the man who has never 
heard the gospel. The drowning man is not lost be
cause he has never heard the gospel. He is lost be
caLJse of his sins. The only means of saving him is for 
him to obey the gospel of Jesus C hrist. 

When we discuss the question, "What will be the 
eternal destiny of those who have never heard the 
gospel?" we are discussing the wrong question! The 
Bible has clearly answered that question. What we 
should be discussing is: "What will be my eternal des
tiny knowing the gospel is the only thing that can 
save sinners if I fail to take the gospel to them?" The 
late brother H.A. Dixon, esteemed president of 
Freed-Hardeman College for many years, said: "We 
will never take the gospel to the whole world until 
(1) we realize the world is lost without the gospel, 
and (2) we are lost if we refuse to take the gospel to 
the world! " P. 0 . Box 751135 

Memphis, 7N 38175-1 135 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 
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Speaking for Myself 
By Steve Cordle 

I t has been some time since grunge rocker Kurt 
Cobain killed himself. Mter Cobain's death, 
the media pronounced him the "spokesman for 

his generation." It is that declaration and hero wor
ship of Cobain that prompted me to write this essay. 

I am three years older than Cobain. His music did 
not speak for me. I realize that life is not easy, and 
there are reasons to be pessimistic about the future. 
Divorce rates have gone through the stratosphere; 
murder of the unborn is rampant; crime is out of con
trol; and the economy is more horrible than any 
other roller coaster ride. Still, there are reasons for 
those of us in our late twenties and early thirties to be 
optimistic and have a life at least as good as our par
ents. I offer some pointers to consider in order to ac
complish our task: 

First, just as our parents had to work hard for 
what they have, so must be we. Hard work has be
come a dirty word in our modern welfare state, but 
the Bible teaches that one must provide for his family 
(1 Tim. 5 :8) and if one refuses to work, he will not 
eat (2 Thess. 3:1 0). Resist the temptation to get by 
with minimal effort. Go the extra mile and set your 
goals high. (I am not implying that Kurt Cobain did 
not work hard. He was worth some $30 million; he 
must have worked hard somewhere along the way to 
have that fortune.) 

Second, because we are Christians, we have a lov
ing, caring God. People like Cobain do not have that 
option because they have not sought out God's an
swer to troubles. Anyone seeking the Lord will find 
him is the promise of Matthew 7:7-11. I do not know 
anything about Cobain's religious background, but 
for one to get as caught up in the world and its de
spair as he did, he could not have given God a promi
nent place in his life. 

Third, never forget we are on the winning side. 
No matter how bad or out of control things are, re
member: God is still on his throne. It may look as 
though we are losing, but God's people will win the 
war and gain the victory. 

Fourth, I heard a lot of despair and anguish from 
young people lamenting over Kurt Cobain's death. I 

have never been depressed over the death of a celeb
rity. For those who mourn Cobain's passing, there is 
an opportunity to share the love of Christ with a gen
eration seeking spiritual guidance and truth in all the 
wrong places. These people idolized Cobain and 
there is a report of one copycat suicide. Cobain had 
been trying for twelve years to take his life. Help was 
available, if he wanted it. What I am getting at here is 
that we have an opportunity to reach young people 
with the gospel of Christ. 

The church must end its trend toward being in
troverted and reach out to these people and help 
them to .see there is a better way. 
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Comments on Christian Conduct 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I 
n his first epistle at 3:8 Peter wrote, "Be ye all 

likeminded, compassionate, loving as brethren, 
tenderhearted, humbleminded." Having previ

ously addressed the specific classes of slaves, wives, 
and husbands, the apostle here directs general exhor
tations to all Christians in their relations one to an
other. These contained fundamental Christian prin
ciples which must be characteristic of all who want to 

imitate the Master. The apostle sets forth these prin
ciples by five Greek terms in the original text. We now 
attempt pertinent comments in relation to each term. 

Likeminded. This literally conveys the idea that 
Christians are to be of the same mind. It is an appeal 
for unity in purpose and agreement on all details of 
Christian life and activity- not mere human agree
ment, of course, but unified oneness attained and 
maintained by all receiving and continuing in the 
truth of God's Word. It is a passionate plea for every 
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member of the body of Christ to be devoted to the 
same cause, and be dedicated to the same Lord, in
tent on the same victory, and striving for the same 
goal. "Make full ye my joy, that ye be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being of one accord, of 
one mind" (Phil. 2:2). When Christians follow the 
precious Book divine, and conform their lives to it, 
there will be no cause for bickering, backbiting, and 
schismatic tactics. Let us take heed, brethren. 

Compassionate. The second idea comes from the 
Greek word sumpathes from which they derive our 
English word sympathy. Those who know tell us this 
signifies a "suffering together with." It teaches us 
that every Christian is to put forth the necessary ef
fort to cultivate that spirit of genuine compassion for 
others. Compassion is the ability to step outside 
one's own concerns to identify with the pains and 
hurts of others. It is the height of love, concern, and 
selflessness. Bible writers tell us that our Lord was 
"moved with compassion" toward unfortunates he 
met on a daily basis. Surely, if Christians must culti
vate one thing more in the midst of a humanistic and 
self-centered society, it is the ability to sympathize 
with others. Let us be about the task. 

Loving as brethren. This comes from a Greek 
term meaning "brother-lovers." It denotes that spe
cial feeling brothers and sisters of common parentage 
have for one another. All Christians, having been born 
again into God's spiritual family by their obedience to 
the truth, are brothers and sisters with Christ. We all 
have the same Father in heaven. We are to have genu
ine love for all men, including our enemies . The 
apostle is here emphasizing the necessity of fervent 
affection and adoration that we must develop toward 
our spiritual siblings. "See that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently" (1 Pet. 1 :22). "In love of 
the brethren be tenderly affectioned one to another; 
in honor preferring one another" (Rom. 12: 10). 

What? You say some brethren are impossible to 
love because of their cantankerous and crotchety 
ways. Well, just remember that God loves them in 
spite of their weaknesses. Shall we not do the same? 

Tenderhearted. Next, Peter pleads for a sensitive 
heart. This word is found only twice in the New Tes-



tament. The other place is Ephesians 4:32 where Paul 
says, "And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ for
gave you." The tenderhearted person is full of pity 
and affection for all who are suffering. The needs of 
his fellowman touch him, prompting him to do what 
he can by way of assistance. Tenderheartedness is the 
ability to care about another's plight. It is under
standing another's burdens. It is the direct opposite 
of hard, calloused emotions that the deficiencies of 
others cannot move, whether the needs are of a 
physical or spiritual nature. May God by the power 
of his revealed Word make our hearts soft and gentle. 

Humble minded. This conveys the idea of humil
ity that must characterize all of God's children. The 
Christian's heart has no room for arrogance, haugh
tiness, pride, or a condescending air of superiority 
toward others. A lowly and humble disposition will 
cause us to look upon others with the spirit of the 
following verses: "Doing nothing through faction or 
through vainglory, but in lowliness of mind each 
counting the other better than himself; not looking 
each of you to his own things, but each of you also to 
the things of others. Have this mind in you, which 

was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:3-5). Again, "Set 
not your mind on high things, but condescend to 
things that are lowly. Be not wise in your own con
ceits" (Rom. 12: 16). I suppose we all have observed 
some snooty big-britches who professed Christianity 
but was so lacking the humility of Christ that no hu
mor could be found within the thought. Know that 
all such uppity behavior is repulsive and disgusting to 
the Master. Let us take heed, brethren, that we are 
not found among that number. 

This fivefold expression of likemindedness, com
passion, brotherly love, tenderheartedness, and 
humblemindedness has been placed in the Bible for 
our benefit. 

It stands as a constant reminder of that behavior 
and conduct which should govern our relationships 
with one another. It serves, at least in part, as a divine 
definition of that Christian demeanor which should 
be a part of every man, woman, boy, and girl who 
wears the name of Christ. May each of us find the 
strength to incorporate these things into our daily de
portment. If we do, God will shower upon us his 
good pleasure. 208 E. First St. 
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3:00 p.m ....................... Romans ................................................................................... Carl Garner 
4:00 p.m ....................... James, 1, 2, and 3 John ...................................................... Glen Williams 
7:00 p.m ....................... 1 and 2 Thessalonians, Philemon ........................................... Gary Colley 
7:45 p.m •...................... Revelation ........................................................................ Johnny Ramsey 

Sunday, June 4 
9:30 a.m ....................... The Gospel Accounts ...................................................... Johnny Ramsey 

10:30 a.m ....................... Hebrews .......................................................................... Johnny Ramsey 
12:00 p.m ....................... Congregational meal 

Limited RV hookups available. 

-Tim Ayers, minister-

-Hwy 95 Church of Christ-
P.o. Box 1255 • Taylor, Texas 76574 

(about 30 miles northeast of Austin) 

May 1995 21 
Firm Foundation 



Thoughts for Christian Women 

What a Crazy, Mixed-up World! 
By Irene C. Taylor 

I 
n the recent news they treated us to the story of 

the fashion models who participated in an un
conventional demonstration - sans clothes. 

Why? Because some stores before which they were 
displaying their naked bodies were selling fur coats . 
Those coats meant the death of animals. The anger of 
bare-skinned animal lovers was aroused. 

Or envision the terrible tragedy of the destruc
tion of the turtle egg which resulted in the arrest of 
those guilty. You see, those eggs were from an endan
gered species! We must protect our animal kingdom 
at all costs. 

Remember the fiasco that erupted when the envi
ronmentalists demanded the protection of the sna il 
darter? Or the crushing blows to the logging industry 
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in the Northwest when environmen
talists insisted on not disturbing the 
spotted owl? Never mind the devas
tation that resulted to humans when 
jobs and livelihood were lost. 

Zoos and rodeos have not es
caped the wrath of these protesters. 
No right-thinking citizen wants an· treate cru
elly but does it seem balanced w hen they wield such 
support for the protection of animals and ignore the 
needs of humans? We are now told by some extrem
ists that it is wrong to kill animals for food. We must 
all be vegetarians. (That calls for the death of vegeta
tion! ) 

Many of these same extremists campaign heavily 
for the pro-choice philosophy. Is it not the height of 
inconsistency to say that killing animal life is wrong 
but that there is justification to kill the human fetus? 
The attempt to dehumanize the expected baby falls 
short of success. The argument is that a woman has 
the right of choice over her body. She does. She made 
that choice when she engaged in the activity which 
resulted in the pregnancy. Conveniently ignored is 
the fact that in abortion the mother 's life is not lost 
nor does her body writhe in the pain of a slow death! 
The aborted fetus (baby) is a separate life within her 
body. To kill it is murder! 

The nation was recently appalled and enraged 
when Susan Smith finally confessed to the cold
blooded murder of her two precious children. 
Rightly so! How much more warped and unnatural a 
love could be found in one who has gone to the very 
brink of death to bring a new life into our world 
(Rom. 1:31; Titus 2:4 ). Yet, according to our present 
national law (Roe vs. Wade) her mistake was merely a 
matter of timing. Had she decided to murder her 
children while they were still in the womb our courts 
would have upheld her right to do so! 

Our public educational system has for some years 
promoted the idea that man is merely an animal. 
They have polluted the minds of our children with 



secular humanism (sophisticated atheism) and evolu
tion and many of them live by this philosophy as 
adults. We have passed the point of living like ani
mals. Animals do not normally kill their young! We 
need to know what they are feeding into the minds of 
our children. 

Life considered inconvenient at its beginning 
(abortion) spawned the move to eliminate life con
sidered worthless at is end (euthanasia). Where will it 
stop? Are we headed for a duplication of Hitler's 
reign where the elimination of the weak and dis
abled, the mentally ill is considered appropriate? 

God has always demanded respect for human life 
above animal life. Animals were not given to man 
merely for pets! God has always recognized the life in 
the womb as human. His law has always protected 
that life. God gave to Moses many laws governing 
various human relationships. In Exodus 21:22-23 we 
read of the regard he decreed be given the expectant 
mother and the baby in her womb: 

If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so 
that her fruit depart from her, and yet no mis
chief follow: he shall be surely punished, accord
ing as the woman's husband will lay upon him; 
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and he shall pay as the judges determine. And if 
any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for 
life. 

It is nothing short of amazing that Christians 
have not yet decided whether abortion and/or eutha
nasia is wrong. 

What is the answer to our mixed-up society? It is 
not the killing of the abortionist! Two wrongs do not 
make a right. Murder is still murder no matter who is 
the guilty party. The destiny of the unrepentant mur
derer is made plain (Rev. 22:16). It is listed as a work 
of the flesh (Gal. 5:21). 

We are at a crossroad in our nation. Perhaps God 
has opened the door for a return to a higher moral 
standard but we must be willing to do our part. It is 
not enough to wring our hands in holy horror. Our 
voices must be heard. What are Christians willing to 
do to encourage a return to a higher standard? We 
must write our representatives and voice our support 
for a law reversing Roe vs. Wade. We must urge them 
to make "mercy killing" illegal. To fold the hands and 
acquiesce is shame. 
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Fourth Annual 

Western Ohio Valley 
Firm Foundation Lectureship 

-June 4·8, 1995-

"Standing Firm Against the Current Digression" 

Sunday, June 4 
9:30 a.m ..••••.................... Watchdogs or Watchmen? ................................................ Eddie Whitten 

10:30 a.m .......................... There Is a War to Be Fought and Won .................................... Mark Bass 
7:00 p.m .....................•.... Changes in the Church in the Past Thirty Years .......... Perry B. Cotham 
8:00 p.m .....•.................... Change Agents in the Church ............................................. Curtis Cates 

Monday, June S 
9:00 a.m .....••.•................. The Social Gospel ........................................................... Dan Kessinger 

10:00 a.m .......................... Instrumental Music ................................................................. Burt Jones 
11 :00 a.m .......................... Neo pentecostalism .............................................................. Terry Varner 
1 :30 p.m .......................... Spiritual Pacifism .................................................................. Garry L. Hill 
2:30 p.m .......................... The Amenability of All Men to the Gospel ......................... Charles Pugh 
7:30 p.m .......................... The New Hermeneutic ......................................................... Curtis Cates 
8:30 p.m .......................... Theistic Evolution ........................................................... Richard Melson 

Tuesday, June 6 
9:00 a.m .......................... Grace Only ......................................................................... Rocco Pierce 

10:00 a.m .......................... Immorality ........................................................................... John Daniels 
11 :00 a.m .......................... Dealing with False Teachers ............................................. Eddie Whitten 
1 :30 p.m .......................... The A.D. 70 Theory .............................................................. Terry Varner 
2:30 p.m .......................... Premillennialism ........................................................... Dennis Gulledge 
7:30 p.m .......................... Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage .............................. Raymond Sweet 
8:30 p.m .......................... Unity -But at What Price? ......................................... Dennis Gulledge 

Wednesday, June '1 
9:00 a.m .......................... Contemporary Worship ........................................................... Terry Cole 

10:00 a.m .......................... Materialism and Worldliness ............................................. Eddie Cooper 
11:00 a.m .......................... Our Christian Colleges ....................................................... Wayne Coats 
1 :30 p.m .......................... Unreliable Translations ......................................................... John Brown 
2:30 p.m .......................... The Holy Spirit .................................................................. Wade Webster 
7:30 p.m .......................... Compromising Theories of Creation ............................... Richard Melson 
8:30 p.m .......................... Church Discipline ............................................................. David Stevens 

Thursday, June 8 
9:00 a.m .......................... The Mission of the Church ..................................................... Daniel Coe 

10:00 a.m .......................... The Work of Preachers ......................................................... Bill Rodrick 
11:00 a.m .......................... Worship Services ................................................................ Keith Cozort 
1 :30 p.m .......................... The Work and Authority of Elders ......................................... Tim Hatfield 
2:30 p.m .......................... The Role of Women in the Church .................................. Ken Chumbley 
7:30 p.m .......................... Fellowship with Denominations .............................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
8:30 p.m .......................... The "No Pattern" Philosophy ................................... Emanuel Daugherty 
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the ladies of Northridge will serve lunch at noon each day. 

Northridge Church of Christ 
2211 Needmore Road • Dayton, Ohio 45414 

(513) 274-6801 



Potpourri. • • 
Mailbag 

OWe will run only two or three comments from 
our readers: "I wanted ... to express my appreciation 
to you and the Firm Foundation. In a day when doubt 
abounds and questionable teaching is common, I am 
thankful you have kept this effort under God's direc
tion" (SJ, Texas). "Just a note to express my contin
ued thanks for the work you are doing with the Firm 
Foundation. The January 1995 issue was especially 
good. May the Lord continue to bless you with 
health and strength to fight the good fight" (LC, 
Texas). "You ... are doing a good job with the Firm 
Foundation. It is difficult to grasp the fullness of 
apostasy among brethren. We must combine our ef
forts" (WTv, Ohio). "Enclosed is a subscription .... 
Appreciate the great work you are doing" (FC, Fla.). 

We appreciate every word of encouragement. 
Please continue to help us grow by recommending 
the paper and helping us gain new subscribers. (This 
week a good man, a member of the church 45 years, 
said he had never heard of the Firm Foundation.) 

Honor to Whom Honor 
~Q;Qk/ahoma Christian University recently con

ferred on V.E. Howard an honorary Doctor of Let
ters degree in recognition of brother Howard's 60 
years of radio broadcasting. The Firm Foundation 
congratulates brother Howard. 

Homecoming 
&>The Indiana Church of Christ in Indiana, 

Penn., will celebrate its 50-Year Anniversary, May 6-
7, 1995. For information: (412) 463-7240. 

Another New Translation 
O"De Lawd Sperit da libe een me and gee me 

powa, Cause e done pick me fa tell de good nyews ta 
de po people." This is a translation of Luke 4:18 in 
the American Bible Society's first complete book of 
the Bible published in Gullah, a Creole language 
combining Caribbean and West Mrican dialects. We 
have converted many people in the Caribbean and 
West Mrica using a more dignified translation of the 
Bible; besides this, there is the educational value of 
using good English. 

Tell It Like It Is 
OA Presbyterian preacher, called on to conduct 

the funeral of a homosexual who died of AIDS, said, 
"The church believes homosexuality is one among 
many sins, and for anyone to know God's grace, love, 
forgiveness, and mercy he must turn from everything 
the Bible lists as a sin." About 20 homosexuals 
walked out before the service finished. The next day, 
the Columbia State reported that the preacher had 
launched a "half-hour diatribe" against Parker's 
lifestyle, saying "homosexuality is a mortal sin" and 
that Parker "might be in hell." Later, homosexual ac
tivists held a ceremony for the dead homosexual as
suring mourners that he is in heaven. The Presbyte
rian preacher has received harassing phone calls, in
cluding threats that he would be "brought to ruin" 
and that the church would be "stampeded" with ho
mosexual activists if there is no public apology 
(Source: Christianity Today). 

announce 

-California Campaign '95-
southwest School of Bible Studies is pleased to announce that 
our 14 full-time students and 4 of our Bible faculty members will 
conduct a week-long evangelistic campaign with the church of 
Christ In Hughson (Modesto) California. Our students will 
knock doors with members of the Hughson congregation dur
Ing the day and preachers for the evening sermons will include: 
Ira Y. Rice Jr., Joseph D. Meador, Gary Colley, AI Macias, and 
John Moore. Brother Macias will be preaching both in English 
and Spanish. All brethren in the Modesto area are cordially In
vited to attend the series on the theme: 

-~~Revive Us Again"-
-May21-26, 1995-

at 
Hughson Church of Christ 

Gary Dee, Don House, Tom Newman, Elders 

-For further Information please contact
Dalton P. Ellis 

4925 Tegner Rd. • Hughson, CA 95326 • (209) 883-4300 
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For What It's Worth 
OA Gallup poll conducted by Princeton Univer

sity reveals that 90 percent believe in heaven; 73 per
cent believe in hell; 27 percent believe in reincarna
tion; 79 percent believe in modern-day miracles; 73 
·percent (adults) favor prayer in public schools. 

Do Tell? 
OWilliam Bennett, former secretary of educa

tion, told USA Today, "Unless you have men civilizing 
boys, guiding and disciplining them - and an ideal 
of manhood that includes fatherhood, you are put
ting the foundation of your civilization at risk." This 
makes us wonder about the wisdom of churches pro
viding programs in which beardless boys are assigned 
the task of shepherding youth slightly younger than 
themselves. As far as it effects the training and con
trol of the young, is it any better than the fatherless 
home that is today so deplored? If the father in the 
home ignores his duty to teach and train his boys and 
girls, turning the matter over to a poorly prepared 
surrogate, is that home any better off than one in 
which the father is absent due to disease, dereliction, 
or desertion? Either case is a kind of abandonment! 
Our well-meaning programs may be self-defeating. 

"And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admoni
tion of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4). 

0 David Blankenhorn, a social historian, after 
pointing out that 36 percent of American homes are 
fatherless, due to out-of-wedlock births, desertion, or 
divorce, said, "We are in a crisis. It is not just the miss
ing father that is worrisome; it's the crumbling con
cept of fatherhood, period." What about "fatherless" 
homes brought about because fathers abandon their 
children to youth ministers who then become the 
dominant force in the thinking of the young persons. 

Talk TV 
ONewsweek (Mar. 20, 1995) reports that on The 

Jenny Jones Show a man was to be confronted with a 
secret admirer. He was heterosexual and expected to 
meet a woman. They stunned him by revealing that 
his admirer was a homosexual neighbor. Three days 
after the taping of the show, he found an unsigned, 
sexually suggestive note on his door. He bought a 
shotgun, went to the house of his now "unsecret" 
admirer and killed him with two blasts. What is this 
country coming to ... with stupid talk-shows ... ram
pant immorality ... and fatal tempers? The solution: 

Houston College of the Bible Lectures 
''Isaiah, Volunte 1'' 

-June 18-21, 1995-

Hear these faithtUI gospel preachers teach from Isaiah 1·39. 
David Baker 
Bob Berard 
Tom Bright 
David P. Brown 
Darrell Conley 
Mac Deaver 
Roy C. Deaver 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Gus Eoff 
Marion Fox 

Noah Hackworth 
Robin Haley 
Barry Hatcher 
Michael Hatcher 
Ronnie Hays 
Terry Hightower 
Lester Kamp 
Andy McClish 
Dub McClish 

Two special classes for the ladles by Vada Rice. 

-David P. Brown, Director-

Lindell Mitchell 
Keith A. Mosher Sr. 
Bob Patterson 
Ira Y. Rice Jr. 
Roelf Ruffner 
Paul Sain 
M. L. Sexton 
Eddie Whitten 
Royce Williamson 
Tyler A. Young 

Lunch provided at noon for everyone by the Spring congregation. 
Lectureship books available. • R.V. hookups • Video and audio tapes available. • Displays upon approval. 
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For housing information- (713) 350-4463 

Spring Church of Christ 
1327 Spring-Cypress Road. • P.O. Box 39 • Spring, Texas 77383 

-AI Brown, Evangelist-

See the June issue of the Firm Foundation for a complete schedule of the lectures. 



"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Classic Quotation 
0"1 certainly don't think that the death required 

that 'ye be born again,' is the death of reason .... One 
of the effects of modern liberal Protestantism has 
been gradually to turn religion into poetry and 
therapy, to make truth vaguer and vaguer and more 
and more relative, to banish intellectual distinctions, 
to depend on feeling instead of thought, and gradu
ally to come to believe that God has no power, that 
he cannot communicate with us, cannot reveal him
self to us, indeed has not done so, and that religion is 
our own sweet invention" (Flannery O'Conner in 
Habit of Being). 

Calvin and Hobbes 
OCalvin is a little boy whose companion is an 

imaginary tiger with whom he talks as he thinks out
loud. In a recent comic strip the tiger says to Calvin: 
"How are you doing on your New Year's resolu
tions?" 

Calvin answers: "I didn't make any. See, in order 
to improve oneself, one must have some idea of 
what's 'good.' That implies certain values. But as we 
all know, values are relative. Every system of belief is 
equally valid and we need to tolerate diversity. Virtue 
isn't 'better' than vice. It's just different." 
. To which the tiger says, "I don't know if I can 
tolerate that much tolerance." 

Calvin concludes, "I refuse to be victimized by 
notions of virtuous behavior." 

Reading this panel made me realize for the first 
time where Calvin went to school! 

Boys and Girls 
Oln The Phyllis Schlafly Report (Feb. 1995), un

der the subtitle "What's Going on in Coed Tents?," 
Mrs. Schlafly wrote, "Congress should deal with the 
problem that the U.S. Armed Services are encourag
ing sexual misconduct and other social problems that 
result from immoral behavior. In our present mission 
in Haiti, some male and female soldiers of all four 
services are now required to sleep side by side in 
small tents without any separation between the cots. 
... Maj. Cindy Sito, a U.S. Army spokeswoman in 
Port-au-Prince, says the coed sleeping arrangement is 
used 'because we like to maintain unit integrity.' She 
added, 'In my opinion, it's easier to run a unit if 
you're able to reach out and touch everybody."' Isn't 

that chummy? Boys and girls are reaching out and 
touching everybody! 

Phyllis Schlafly concluded the piece by recalling 
that during the Gulf War the Army deployed to Saudi 
Arabia mothers of nursing babies. She commented, 
"That nonsense was the direct result of the feminist 
ideology of gender equality which teaches that there 
isn't any difference between the mother and the fa
ther of a six-week-old baby. In Haiti, the U.S. Armed 
Forces have advanced to the next stage of gender
neutral nuttiness. A war or an international police 
action that requires sending mothers out to fight, or 
requires male and female soldiers to sleep together, 
isn't worth fighting." 

Amen! It's time to write your representative. 

More from the Eagle Forum 
OThe essay begins with a reference to the United 

Nations Treaty on the Rights of the Child •.. "Hillary 
Rodham Clinton has written articles in favor of giv
ing children the rights of adults." The chief advocate 
of this UN Treaty on the Rights of the Child is the 
powerful and wealthy lobbying organization called 
the Children,s Defense Fund. Hillary used to be its 
chairman of the board and, when she resigned to 
help her husband run for president, Donna Shalala 
(who is now secretary of Health and Human Ser
vices) took her place .... Consider the following ar
ticles in the treaty: 

• Article 4 states that the government "shall un
dertake all appropriate legislative, administrative, 
and other measures" to carry out "economic, social 
and cultural rights." 

• Article 12 grants children the right to express 
their own views freely in all matters. 

• Article 13 gives the children the right to receive 
information of all kinds through "the media of the 
child's choice." 

• Article 14 grants the children freedom of reli
gion (Does that mean that government lawyers will 
help a child to join a cult? At any age?). 

• Article 31 grants children the right to "rest and 
leisure." 

• Article 30 guarantees the child the right to use 
his own language. 

• Article 28 prescribes the content of what they 
must teach to all children in several sensitive issues . 
These include one worldism, multiculturalism, anti
family, anti-traditional values, equality of the sexes, 
and radical environmentalism. 

The UN Treaty implies that its provisions apply 
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to private as well as public schools. 
This is a direct attack on American families. It's 

all a part of the New World Order. Act fast to im
plore your senators to reject this treaty. 

Don't Kill Those Babies 
$Alan Keyes delivered a speech in defense of 

pro-life values at February's New Hampshire GOP 
conclave. The delegates received his speech enthusi
astically. Here are a few excerpts: 

28 

Those who are recommending that we pull the 
pro-life plank out of the platform are taking the 
party the way of the Whigs who advocated si
lence over slavery .... To stand silent in the face of 
injustice would be to throw the Declaration of 
Independence on the ash heap of history. . .. Its 
great principle declares that all human beings are 
endowed by their Creator with a right to life. 
There is no choice for silence .... America does 
not have money problems, we have moral prob
lems. Do you think that the decline of marriage 
and the dissolution of the family is just a money 
problem? Or do they come from putting self 
first, as if no obligations have to be respected? 
Does freedom mean nothing more than licen
tiousness, than stupid self-indulgence? ... We 
won't remain free if we arrogate to ourselves the 
right to destroy the freedom of others .... Those 
who toiled in the depths of slavery know that the 
bestowal of moral dignity on everyone is the 
great gift of America, not making mountains of 
money. 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

*25th Year 
*Soundness 

*Balance 
*Integrity 

• Tuition free • Limited financial aid 
•Housing available •New library 
• Two-year program • Preaching opportunities 
• College level • Experienced faculty 
• Preaching opportunities • Personal attention 
•Quiet community near beautiful Tennessee mountains 

-Inquiries promptly answered

Charles Brown, Admissions 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road • Knoxville, TN 37931 

(615) 691-7444 • (615) 691-7411 

May 1995 
Firm Foundation 

Mr. Keyes is a black man. We say this not in sur
prise but in the confidence it reflects the thinking of a 
majority in the black community - and all other 
Americans. If it does not, it should. 

He also said, "There's a deep hunger throughout 
grassroots America to confront the moral crisis, not 
to sweep it under the rug, but to define it, articulate it 
and deal with it." Thank God for Alan Keyes! 

Queer Laws 
OThe Supreme Court will review the constitu

tionality of Colorado's Amendment 2, designed to 
prohibit cities and the state from giving special civil
rights protection to homosexuals. The voters of the 
state passed the initiative in 1992, though the mea
sure was never implemented because the Colorado 
Supreme Court ruled it "a violation of the federal 
Constitution." The case will be argued well into the 
fall, with a decision expected sometime in 1996 
(Source: Human Events). 

Verrrrrrry Interesting 
0 The Disciples of Christ, an ultra liberal, apos

tate church (once identified with the attempt to re
store New Testament Christianity) is holding a 
Friends of the World Convention in Calgary, Canada. 
The Disciples of Christ is in the World Council of 
Churches and subscribes to its far-out and preposter
ous agenda- fellowshipping Jews, Moslems, and 
Hindus and promoting world collectivism (commu
nism). It is more atheistic than Christian. 

Brace for a real shocker! 
The quarterly newsletter of the Disciples of 

Christ (Fourth Quarter 1994) says: 

Rubel Shelly, minister of the Woodmont Hills 
church of Christ in Nashville, Tennessee, USA 
will speak at Calgary on Thursday evening, Au
gust 1. Dr. Shelly is recognized as an outstanding 
global speaker from the 'a cappella' stream of 
our World Convention family. He serves a grow
ing congregation with an attendance of some 
1500 each Sunday, has taken a major role in es
tablishing the July 'Jubilee' in Nashville which 
attracts some 10,000 people from across the 
USA, and is a noted writer and editor. He spoke 
at the 1993 North American Christian Conven
tion presenting an excellent address on unity. 

We predict that Shelly will step from churches of 
Christ to Independent Christian Church to the Dis
ciples of Christ and be swallowed up in the World 
Council of Churches but sincerely hope we are 
wrong and that he will repent. 



Directory Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. _ Oklahoma _ 

-Alaska- Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7=30 p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
99S09. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary <407> 6S7-06S7• minister. 787-5814. 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-S274. 

-Oregon-
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister; 
(907) 4S6-4921. Tony Williams, youth minister. Gladstone- 22S E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

p.m., call 789-97S4 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

-Arkansas- Sebastian- l04S Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
- Pennsylvania -

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (SOl) 932-4328. Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 

Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-147S. 

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (21S) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- California - Sun. 9, 9:SO a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside I-28S). 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
-Indiana- - South Carolina -

791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Evansville_ West Side Church of Christ, 3232 Grcer-GreerChurchofChrist, 121SS.MainSt., 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, lO:lS a.m., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 62S) 296S2. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 
San Mateo - 52S S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:4S, 10:4S a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 9S688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., SS811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-S085. Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. 20th St., SS792. Sun. 9:1S, 9:4S a.m., 7 p.m., 

Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-S20S. 

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (61S) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, lO:lS a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

central 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

-Missouri-
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-

Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866, 334-37S7. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-592S. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West Broking, evangelist. 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off I-6S - 2S miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
8S9-3974, 643-0S89, or 6S4-2091. Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 

p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 14S4 

-Montana-
Missoula- Missoula Church of Christ, 1S28 -Texas-
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:4S, 10:4S a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) S49-1244, Gene Bench, Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
minister. N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-293S or 424-7823. Sun. 

9, 9:SO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
-North Carolina-·- minister. Publisher of"Matters of THE Faith." 

Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3S31. Sun 9, 10 
Davidson, minister. 977-7SS6, jack Tittle, minister. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
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Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, Christiansburg_ Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
evangelist. G. Hecker, preacher.. • • • • (703) 382-7777. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 
Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Terry M. Hightower, preacher. . .... 

Max Meadows - Ft. ChisweU Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244: (703) 637-6839. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Wyoming-

-Virginia-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., Loran Gearhart (307) 634-3040 ..... 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Charles Pledge (307) 672-
Dooley, ministers. minister. (703) 382-7837. 7903, 672-3097. 

Firm Foundation 
Bible Correspondence Course 

Sixteen Bible lessons written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each- $2.40 per set- plus shipping 
Answer sheets Included free upon request. 

To order call toll-free 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the lessons and bill you. 

Creation .Compromises 
by Bert Thompson, Ph.D. 

This new book from brother Thompson is a detailed, lively discussion of practically ev
ery attempt to force an agreement between Scripture and evolutionary geology. Topics 
include: 
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• The Genesis account of creation 
• Chronologies and dating of biblical events 
• The Day-Age Theory 
• The Gap Theory 
• Progressive creationism 

-$10.95 plus shipping and handling-

To order call the Firm Foundation toll-free - 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the book and bill you. 



CLASSIFIED 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 

accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Twenty-two passenger bus; 1983 Ford, Diamond 
body, F350, Econoline XL, 460 Cubic In., 42,900 
miles, $10,000. Call Church of Christ, Mangum, 
OK (405) 782-3331. 

Special offer. $6.00, including S&H. Four Gospels 
Compared - complete text of all books arranged 
in chronological order, under 390 topical headings. 
Graham Stanfill, 13627 Falba, Houston, TX 77070-
3808, (713) 955-0007. 

Preachers Wanted 
Preacher experienced in personal evangelism to 
work on an interim basis with a 350-member 
congregation. Plans are for eventual assignment, 
with full support, to a mission point in southern 
Missouri. Send r~sum~, tape, and picture to Elders, 
Highland Church of Christ, 1601 Highland Dr., 
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901. Phone (314) 785-2679. 

Preacher wanted: Established congregation in 
Central Valley of Calif. is seeking a minister. Must 
be grounded in the faith and sound doctrine of 
Christ. If interested, please contact: Larry Mixon 
(805) 327-2054, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or (805) 399-5995 
after 5 p.m. 

Wanted: Full-time preacher for a small conservative 
congregation of 40 members. Salary and house 
provided. Send r~sum~, references, tape, and picture 
to Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., Dayton, 
OH 45431 

Parker, Colorado. We are looking for a full-time 
preacher to help us evangelize a rapidly growing 
community that is located just outside of Metro
Denver. We are a congregation of 40, and are self 
supporting. Applicants must be conservative and 
have a proven soul-winning resum~. Contact jim 
Taylor (303) 799-4664; Allan Banta (303) 841-
7594, or Chuck Boerner (303) 755-5925 for further 
information. 

The Keller Church of Christ in Texas is searching 
for a new pulpit minister. We are a congregation 
of 350 on the outskirts of the Dallas/Ft. Worth 
Metroplex in a very fast-growing area. If interested, 
please send your r~sum~ and an audio/video tape 
to Keller Church of Christ, P.O. Box 179, Keller, 
TX 76248. 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send r~sum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-
2554 

Preacher with partial support needed at Saline 
Church of Christ, Saline, MI. Must be doctrinally 
sound with no liberal leanings. Preacher•s home, 
utilities, and partial support provided. Send r~sum~ 
(Attn. jeff) to Saline Church of Christ, 7300 E. 
Michigan Ave., Saline Ml48176 or call (313) 439-
2720. 

Small congregation looking for a conservative 
preacher, grounded in the truth. Would need partial 
support. 2-BR house with basement provided. Send 
r~sum~ and/or tape ;to Westside Church of Christ, 
1625 N. 7th St., Arkansas City, KS 67005. 

Church 
of Christ 

FUNERAL 
SONGS 

TOLL-FREE NATIONWIDE 
1-800-654-5918 

48 SONGS • AVAILABLE ON 
COMPACT DISCS AND CASSETTE 

Evangelist wanted: Small congregation of both 
hearing and deaf members needs sound gospel 
preacher who respects authority of the Bible. Must 
be fluent in ASL. Call jerry Head (512) 263-5560 
or (512) 448-6923 (messages only) or send r~sum~ 
to Church of Christ for the Deaf, 1500 Newton, 
Austin, TX 78704. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available. Dennis Crecelius, Box 476, Italy, 
TX 76651. (214) 483-7523. 

Preacher, 57, married, wants to relocate inN. TX 
or S. OK with sound congregation of 50-80 
members. M.A. from ACU in 1964. 16 years in 
mission field of S. Louisiana. For resume, references 
or other info, write to jerry A. Price, 331 S. 4th, 
Eunice LA 70535 or call (318) 546-0347. 

Returning from Chimala Mission, Tanzania East 
Africa, graduate of Freed-Hardeman and Memphis 
School of Preaching. Desire work under elders with 
no liberal leanings. Married with one son. Available 
late May, early june. Call (615) 935-5933 p.m. 

For Sale 

Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal 
for Bible classes for all ages and for cottage 
evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and 
power of New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending $11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 
1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

Miscellaneous 
Free church pews. Duluth MN 55811 (218) 722-
1984. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An easy, 
enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or 
more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Deaver-Yoder debate- a debate on the work and 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit by Weyland Deaver 
and Gil Yoder with appendices by Roy Deaver, 
Mac Deaver, Ron Cosby, and Wayne Price. $8.00 
plus $1.50 S/H. Order from Gil Yoder, 3045 W. 
Victor Ave., Visalia, CA 93277 or call (209) 732-
7515. Subscribe to Reprove. A publication devoted to 
Oak pews, 12-15 ft. length, 8-10ft. long, all padded "bringing to light" many of the current brotherhood 
except 4. In good condition. Contact Robertson issues. Send $4.00 (1 year) to Reprove, 207 Church 
County Church of Christ, 2980 Highway41 South, Street, Valley View, TX 76272. 
Springfield, TN 37172. (615) 643-1021. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/U (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $50,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Providence of God
$15.00, plus $2.00 shipping & handling. The Minor 
Prophets- $12.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. 
Order from POWER Southaven Church of Christ, 

Mel A. Hutzler Jr., will be attending the Southwest 
School of Bible Studies for 2 years, fall 1995. 
Encountering strong resistance from Catholic 
family. Needing financial assistance. Resume 
available on request. 31161 Bulverde Hills Dr., 
Bulverde, TX 78163. (210) 980-7837. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for you retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or refuse any offer 

to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, 
though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we announce this 
policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The Firm Foundation retains the privilege of 
laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $50 for a full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for anything under a 
half·page. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have It, but 
please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the 
layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of maJor changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 
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Second Annual 
Bighorn Mountain Lectureship 

Friday, June 30 

-June 30, July 1-2, 1995-

11Some Basic Tenets of Christianity" 

8:30 a.m .•......•..••..•....••... Congregational singing led by ........................................................ Dennis Hatchett 
9:00 a.m .•••.•................•.. The Deity of Jesus - 1 ........•....•...•.......•.....•...................•••........... Harrell Davidson 
9:45 a.m ......................... The Pattern in Sound Doctrine .......................................................... Bill Lockwood 

1 0:30 a.m ......................... The Trial of Jesus Is Evidence of His Deity ......................................... Rick Popejoy 
11:15 a.m ......................... The Resurrection of Jesus -1 ......................................................... Bill Lockwood 
1 :30 p.m ......................... The Resurrection of Jesus - 2 ............................................................. Dean Fugett 
2:15 p.m ......................... The Way Up Is Down .......................................................................... Gilbert Gough 
3:00 p.m ......................... The Deity of Jesus - 2 ................................................................. Harrell Davidson 
7:00 p.m ......................... Congregational singing led by ........................................................ Dennis Hatchett 
7:20 p.m ......................... The Blood of Jesus Shed for All ...................................................... James W. Boyd 
8:05 p.m ......................... Choose You This Day Whom You Will Serve ...................................... Oran Rhodes 

Saturday, July 1 
8:30 a.m ......................... Congregational singing led by ........................................................ Dennis Hatchett 
9:00 a.m .•......................• The Deity of Jesus - 3 ................................................................. Harrell Davidson 
9:45 a.m ......................... Does It Matter What We Believe. Teach. and Practice? ................... Bill Lockwood 

1 0:30 a.m ......................... The Coming of Christ .......................................................................... Gilbert Gough 
11:15 a.m ......................... Repentance ........................................................................................... Melvin Elliott 
1 :30 p.m ......................... The Judgment to Come ............................................................... Garland Robinson 
2:15p.m ......................... Heaven ............................................................................................. James W. Boyd 
3:00 p.m ......................... Hell ............................................................................................... Garland Robinson 

Sunday, July 2 
9:00 a.m ......................... Congregational singing led by ........................................................ Dennis Hatchett 
9:20 a.m ......................... The Basis of Unity in the New Testament ............................................. Dean Fugett 

1 0:00 a.m ......................... Theories of the Resurrection of Jesus ................................................ Oran Rhodes 
10:35 a.m ......................... What Must I Do to Be Saved? (worship service) ............................ James W. Boyd 
1 :30 p.m ......................... Congregational singing led by ........................................................ Dennis Hatchett 
2:00 p.m ......................... Obedience and Its Relationship to Salvation ......................................... Ward Jones 
2:45 p.m ......................... The Good Confession ................................................................. ... .......... Kevin Rulz 
3:30 p.m ......................... The Spiritual Significance of Baptism ................................................... Melvin Elliott 
4:25 p.m ......................... The Two Covenants ................................................................................ Ward Jones 

-Hosted by Northside Church of Christ in Sheridan, Wyoming
A// lectures w/11 be In the Diamond-Sibley Room 

of the Convention Center In the Holiday Inn, Sheridan. 

-For information: Charles A. Pledge • 7 W. Colorado • Sheridan. Wyoming 82801-5135 • (307) 672-7903-

Motel reservations for the area should be made at least 30 days in advance. 
Plan to enjoy the beautiful, historic West while encouraging the church in this region with your presence. 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1995 
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In .Time of Sorrow 

'

he Firm Foundation extends deepest sympathy 
to those who suffered irreparable loss in the 
senseless bombing of a Federal Building in 

Oklahoma City. No word can assuage the unrelieved 
grief that gnaws on those who lost their dearest on 
earth. We extend a supporting hand and bow with you 
before this horrible blow. Let us, after a brief period of 
sorrow, rise up to build anew. Monsters must be force
fully restrained that God-fearing people may live in 
peace. The ruler "is a minister of God to thee for good, 
but if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he 
beareth not the sword in vain." Look up, pray, and be 
loyal to God, knowing "that earth has no sorrow 
heaven cannot heal." 

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. 

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried into 
the midst of the sea; Though the waters thereof roar 
and be troubled, though the mountains shake with 
the swelling thereof. 

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles 
of the most High. God is in the midst' of her; she shall 
not be moved: Go,d shall help her, and that right early. 

The heathen ~aged, the kingdoms were moved: 
he uttered his voice, the earth melted. 

The LORD of hosts is w ith us; the God of Jacob 
is our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the LORD, what 
desolations he hath made in the earth. He maketh 
wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh 
the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth 
the chariot in the fire. 

Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted 
among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. The 
LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge" (Psa. 46:1-11). 

"I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the 
LORD, which made heaven and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that 
keepeth thee will not slumber. 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slum
ber nor sleep. 

The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade 
upon thy right hand. 

The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon 
by night. 

The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he 
shall preserve thy soul. 

The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy 
coming in from this time forth, and even for ever
more" (Psa. 121: 1-8). 

"What more can he say than to you he has said; 
you who unto Jesus for refuge have fled." 

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom 
also we have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And pa
tience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope 
maketh not ashamed; because. the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us" (Rom. 5: 1-5). 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make 
his countenance shine upon you. Fp 
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Editorial 

Preacher Swapping 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

0 n April 2, Oak Hills Church of Christ and 
Trinity Baptist Church will trade 
preachers for a day" (San Antonio Ex

press News, Mar. 25, 1995). The preacher for 
the Oak Hills Church of Christ is Max Lucado 
and Buckner Fanning preaches for the Trinity 
Baptist Church. 

We count this to be important enough to 
warrant editorial space for several reasons: (1) 
Max Lucado is ACU's fair-haired boy and has been promoted into 
a position of national notice; (2) Lucado says that Carl Brecheen 
had a major impact on his spiritual development and coming to 
truly know Jesus - Brecheen is a tenured professor at Abilene 
[ACU Today, Mar. 1995]; (3) Lucado is not using this preaching 
opportunity to teach Baptists Bible doctrine; ( 4) it is an example of 
the open membership position occupied by ACU and a number of 
other universities operated by members of the church (Harding, 
David Lipscomb, and Pepperdine, for example). 

At the risk of seeming tiresome, we repeat that if the good 
people in denominations are in a saved condition, there is no rea
son for the churches of Christ to continue to exist. There is, in fact, 
every reason for them to close their doors, sell their pro"perty, and 
join the nearest sectarian body. Why continue to be a disturbing 
force in the religious world if salvation is available in the denomi
nations? 

According to the newspaper article, Lucado and Fanning " un
derscore what unites their congregations in God's love rather than 
the denominational doctrines that keep them apart." 

If doctrine keeps them apart, then to be united in God's love 
they must abandon doctrine. 

Paul wrote: "But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of 
sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which 
was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the 
servants of righteousness" (Rom. 6:17-18). 

Of course, Paul's statement itself is teaching and, therefore, 
doctrine that separates and for which Lucado and Fanning care 
nothing. They are only concerned about God's love. Hmmmm! 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever
lasting life." God's love is vitally connected with salvation, but sal
vation is vitally connected with doctrine, according to Paul. Woe
begone are Lucado and Fanning. 



Keep in mind that obedience to a form of doctrine makes us 
free from sin (Rom. 6:17-18). God's love for the world caused him 
to send his Son that believers might be made free from sin. There is 
a direct connection between God's love, the form of doctrine, and 
freedom from sin. 

Jesus said, "My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me" 
Qohn 7: 16). If the teaching of Jesus is the teaching of Jehovah, can 
we afford to ignore it? 

The first converts "continued stedfastly in the apostles' doc
trine" (Acts 2:42). Lucado and Fanning think doctrine separates 
and, therefore, scorn it. There is a conspicuous difference in the 
first converts and these preacher-swapping churches of San Anto
niO. 

The apostles "filled Jerusalem with their doctrine" (Acts 5 :28). 
"If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou 

shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words 
of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained" (1 
Tim. 4:6). Question: What kind of ministers are Lucado and Fan
ning? 

"Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine" (1 Tim. 4: 13). Lucado and Fanning think otherwise and 
look to sidestep "reading, exhortation and doctrine." 

By the way, Paul gave this description of those who disregard 
doctrine: 

If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome 
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doc
trine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing 
nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, 
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse 
disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, 
supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself (1 
Tim. 6:3-5). 

The Holy Spirit says that God-breathed Scripture is profitable 
for "doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righ
teousness: that the man of God may be perfect" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 

Paul thought preaching the Word meant to "reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:2). He also 
said that the time would come when "men would not endure 
sound doctrine ." 

"Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he 
hath both the Father and the Son" (2 John 9). 

Guess that leaves you out, Max. 
Max claims, according to the article, to have recently been 

struck by the words of John 17:21. The passage needs to strike 
him again. Jesus had been praying for his apostles and added, 
"Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also that shall be
lieve on me through their word" Qohn 17:20). We believe on Jesus 
because of the words of the apostles of Jesus. The words of the 
apostles are called "apostles' doctrine." "Faith comes by hearing 
and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17). 

Who are those that believe on Jesus through the words of the 
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apostles? Not every believer would be included, for 
demons believe and tremble Uames 2:19). When 
Jesus was on the earth many of his disciples went 
back, and walked with him no more" Uohn 6:67). 
Some cowardly Jews believed on Jesus but would not 
confess him because they were afraid of being put out 
of the synagogue Uohn 12:42). 

Jesus included in his prayer the believer who does 
what Max and Buckner refuse to do - abide in his 
teaching (doctrine). No person can be said to believe 
on Jesus by the words of the apostles who does not 
obey the form of doctrine to which they are deliv
ered. 

The professing believer who will not obey the 
Lord's command to be baptized to be saved is not in
cluded in the unity prayer of Jesus because he does 
not believe according to the words of the apostles. 
We must narrow the believers for whom Jesus prayed 
to that limited group that is obedient to the faith. 
This excludes the Baptist preacher, Buckner Fanning 
(and all other Baptists). 

Jesus was not praying for Baptists, Methodists, 
Lutherans, Catholics, Pentecostals, Presbyterians, or 
any other sectarian groups. He prayed for those who 
believe on him through the words of the apostles. 
They are to be united. Jesus said, "That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us: that the world may be
lieve that thou hast sent me" Uohn 17:21). 

He prayed that the saved might be one. They are 
to be one as Jesus and Jehovah are one. What kind of 
oneness exists between the Heavenly Father and his 
only begotten Son? Are they one in word (doctrine), 
work, purpose, design, and thought? Do you suppose 
there is any disagreement between Jesus and Jeho
vah? 

Lucado is so brainwashed by his denominational 
cohorts that he thinks unity consists in overlooking 
(winking at) doctrinal differences. Doctrine sepa
rates, you know. He wants to find unity in God's love 
while spurning God's words. Max, "man does not 
live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God." 

According to the San Antonio Express News, the 
"Rev.'' Max Lucado said, "Whenever I see a man call 
God 'Father,' I see a brother." 

Really? Are you sure, Max? 
Jews who reject Jesus call God "Father." Are they 

your brothers, Max? 
Muslims call the God of Abraham "Father." Are 

they your brothers, "Rev." Lucado? 
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Jews, who Jesus said were children of the devil, 
called God "Father." Are you a brother to these chil
dren of Satan, Max? If so, then whose family does 
that put you in? 

Your statement is insufferably cute, but it is as 
wrong. 

Lucado criticized "ecumenism" because it is com
promise. He said of the Lucado/Fanning exchange of 
pulpits, "It is not compromise." What is it? To have 
this loving unity you must reject doctrine, because 
doctrine separates. Now, Max, if that is not compro
mise, tell us what it is. 

Fanning thinks that if a preacher reads Luther 
and Calvin, but would not allow them to preach from 
his pulpit, he is hypocritical. That is strange and may 
be itself hypocritical! Suppose a preacher reads Tho
mas Paine and Robert Ingersoll; does that mean he 
must allow them to preach from his platform, or be a 
deceiver? What if he reads Oscar Wilde; does that 
mean he must allow homosexuals to preach in his 
place, or be branded a fraud? Woe is to the preacher 
who reads Voltaire (Francios Marie Arouet)! 

This whole thing sounds like nuttiness gone to 
seed. Though it is silly beyond measure, the brother
hood needs to be warned about it. We need to know 
that influential people are seeking to compromise the 
doctrinal purity of the church and lead us into the 
labyrinth of softheaded unity based on mush. 

And this, knowing the season, that already it 
is time for you to awake out of sleep: for now is 
salvation nearer to us than when we. first be
lieved. The night is far spent, and the day is at 
hand: let us therefore cast off the works of dark
ness, and let us put on the armor of light (Rom. 
13:11-12). 

Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall shine upon thee. Look 
therefore carefully how ye walk, not as unwise, 
but as wise; redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil. Wherefore be ye not foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is (Eph. 

5: 14-17). 11815 Doubletree 
Houston, TX 77070 
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What's New? 
By Adron Doran 

S orne people whom I know will greet you with 
the question, "What's new?" The question be
comes a handshake and salutation. We have 

reached a stage of thinking when we see and greet 
some of our liberal brethren that we want to ask, 
"Well, what is new?" It seems to me as these brethren 
speak and write that they are endeavoring to find 
new words, new phrases, and new ways of presenting 
what they claim are the old truths of the Bible. What 
they say and how they say it come through with lan
guage as strange as Ashdod. 

One wonders when he picks up a journal edited 
and published by the liberal writers, what has hap
pened at Matthew's house since last Christmas? 
What will be the format for the Jubilee and the Tulsa 
Workshop? What will the deep thinkers propose at 
the Christian Scholars Conference? What will be the 
definition and explanation of the new hermeneutic? 
What new thing will be said by change agents in 
trashing the church under the guise of preparing it 
for the transition into the 21st century? What new 
compromise proposals are waiting to be introduced 
at the 1995 Forum? 

We are not astounded by the writings of our lib
eral brethren in the same way that the Epicurean and 
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Stoic philosophers were astonished by the preaching 
of the apostle Paul in Athens (Acts 17:18-21). 
Though the Athenians "spent their time in nothing 
else, but either to tell or to hear some new thing" the 
apostle declared unto them God and preached the 
resurrection. This teaching was strange to the Greek 
scholars, but it is not new and strange today to those 
who know the truth. These are not the same kinds of 
things which are being preached as new during this 
decade. 

It becomes a new approach to package and de
liver God to hearers and readers as if we have learned 
little or nothing about him in the past. Jehovah is 
presented in a new light as a compassionate God who 
will allow us to compromise truth with error. They 
say that he is a God of all grace, that we are saved by 
grace only, and that what we do has not one whit to 
do with our salvation. One of our modernist breth
ren claims that he has discovered the "core gospel" 
and charges that gospel preachers of the early 1900s 
did not preach the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ as diligently as they should. The writer 
concludes that only a few of the present-day gospel 
preachers are preaching the "core gospel." They all 
seem to be those within his own camp. 

Many of the concepts which are being advocated 
today are not new. They have been proposed by false 
teachers over the years. In many instances the liberals 
are merely regurgitating the hypothesis of Darwin, 
the new theology of Fosdick, and the neo-orthodoxy 
of Barth. There is nothing new about proposing the 
use of instrumental music in worship. L.L. Pinkerton 
introduced a melodeon into the worship of the 
church in Midway, Ky., in 1859. The congregations 
of the Restoration Movement which followed the 
example of Pinkerton all went into apostasy. We 
should spend our time and effort in convincing the 
congregations that the use of mechanical instruments 
was wrong in 1859 and is still unscriptural. 

Solomon, in the long, long ago said, "There is no 
new thing under the sun" (Eccl. 1:9). Most of the 
false doctrines currently taught have been presented 
by false teachers at various times as something new. 
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The prophet Jeremiah called upon Israel to "stand in 
the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where is 
the good way, and walk in it and ye shall find rest for 
your souls" Oer. 6: 16). It was a sad commentary then 
and still is that the people said, "We will not walk in 
it." 

There are many areas in which we should be 
thinking about new things. The apostle Paul wrote 
that the Romans who had been "baptized into Jesus 
Christ" should "walk in newness of life" (Rom 6:4). 
To the Corinthian saints the apostle wrote, "If any 
man be in Christ he is a new creature; old things have 
passed away; behold all things are become new" (2 
Cor. 5: 17). These Corinthians became a new creation 
by "hearing, believing and being baptized" (Acts 
18:8). The apostle Peter told his audience that they 
should "repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" 
(Acts 2:3 8). By obeying the gospel sinners "put off 
the old man" and "put on the new man" (Eph. 4:22-
24; Col. 3:9-10). The Bible teaches that the "new 
man" is required to worship God in "spirit and 
truth" (1 John 4:24). We must, therefore, "be trans
formed by the renewing of your minds that ye may 

prove what is the good, and acceptable and perfect 
will of God" (Rom 12:2). 

Any way newer than the gospel way is too new 
because it is perverted and wrought with the specula
tive trappings of the disciplines of theology, philoso
phy, sociology, psychology, and biology. 

We admonish the would-be scholars of the broth
erhood to spend the closing years of the 20th century 
in preparing the church, which Jesus purchased with 
his own precious blood, for the 21st century by 
preaching the old, old gospel story of Jesus and the 
cross instead of searching for some new thing which 
will satisfy the whims and wishes of the baby 
boomers. 

111 Woodlands Ave. 
Lexington, KY 40502 

(Editor,s observation: Brother Doran is capable, 
distinguished, and experienced. His counsel should be 
respected by all who know of his considerable accom
plishments. We are honored that he offers his sage ad
vice to the readers of the Firm Foundation. We salute 
both Adron and his dear wife, Mignon. The brother
hood owes them a debt of gratitude -Dobbs.) Fp 
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Misunderstandings 
About the Lord's Supper 

By Monroe Tharp 

P erhaps no part of the worship is misunder
stood in as many points as is the Lord's Sup
per. Following are some points in which the 

misunderstanding is common toward this important 
act of worship. 

Misunderstanding the Lord's Supper 
to Be a Physical Meal 

Paul warned the Corinthians against this practice. 
When therefore ye assemble yourselves to

gether, it is not possible to eat the Lord's supper: 
for in your eating each one taketh before other 
his own supper; and one is hungry, and another 
is drunken. What, have ye not houses to eat and 
to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and 
put them to shame that have not? What shall I 
say to you? shall I praise you? In this I praise you 
not (1 Cor. 11 :20-22). 

Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come to
gether to eat, wait one for another. If any man is 
hungry, let him eat at home; that your coming 
together be not unto judgment. And the rest will 
I set in order whensoever I come (1 Cor. 11:33-
34). 

"Breaking bread" in the Scriptures sometimes re
fers to the Lord's Supper; and at other times to a 
physical meal. In Acts 2:42 "breaking bread" is in a 
spiritual context and is used in connection with "the 
apostles teaching and fellowship." 

In Acts 2:46, "Day by day ... and breaking bread 
from house to house," it refers to physical meals. 
They were "taking their meals together." Meals here 
is from the same word used in Matthew 3:4, trophes, 
for the "food" of John the immerser. This word 
never refers to the Communion. 

In Acts 20:7, "On the first day of the week when 
we were gathered together to break bread," refers to 
the Lord's Supper. They had stayed at Troas seven 
days (v. 6). They would not have waited a week to eat 
a physical meal. 

In Acts 20:11 when Paul had "broken the bread 
and eaten," it was a physical meal. The word for 
eaten here comes from the same Greek word as that 
in Acts 10:10 when Peter became hungry and was 

desiring "to eat." This word never is used to denote 
the Communion. 

Supposing That the Supper 
Obtains the Forgiveness of Sins 

Sometimes the prayer at the table is concluded by 
"And forgive us our sins," as if forgiveness was ob
tained by eating the Supper. Forgiveness is obtained, 
first of all by our being baptized for the forgiveness of 
sins (Acts 2:38). After that, we confess, repent and 
pray for forgiveness (Matt. 6:12; 1 John 1:9; James 
5:16). Remember, the Lord's Supper "proclaims the 
Lord's death until He comes" (1 Cor. 11 :26). John 
6:4 7-63 refers to the words of revelation and not the 
Lord's Supper. 

Supposing That Only a Sinless Person 
May Eat the Lord's Supper 

If sinlessness is a requirement for partaking of the 
communion feast, no one could ever partake. No one 
is worthy to eat the Lord's Supper. It is eating "in 
an unworthy manner" that is condemned (1 Cor. 
11:27). "Unworthily" is an adverb of manner. 

"But let a man examine himself, and so let him 
eat of the bread and drink of the cup" (1 Cor. 11 :28). 
Perhaps the examination is as in 2 Corinthians 13:5, 
"Try your own selves, whether ye are in the faith; 
prove your own selves. Or know ye not as to your 
own selves, that Jesus Christ is in you? unless indeed 
ye be reprobate." 

A part of the test is to "discern the body" rightly 
(1 Cor. 11 :29). "This is my body, which is for you; do 
this in remembrance of me." This bread is a symbol 
of his body, reminding us of his death on the cross for 
us (1 Cor. 15:3 ). 

That We Observe the 11Broken" Body of Jesus 
"Take, eat: this is· my body, which is broken for you " 
(1 Cor. 11 :24). Some versions leave out the word 
broken and supply a footnote containing it from 
some ancient manuscripts. Whether "broken" was in 
the original, does not affect the meaning. What Jesus 
referred to as broken was the bread he had already 
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broken for them, and not his physical body. 
On orders to break the legs of the robbers and 

Jesus on the crosses, "The soldiers therefore came 
and broke the legs of the first, and of the other man 
who was crucified with Him; but coming to Jesus, 
when He saw that He was already dead, did not 
brake His legs . .. for these things came to pass, that . 
the Scripture might be fulfilled, Not a bone of Him 
shall be broken" Gohn 19:32-33, 36). 

Misunderstanding How to Bless the Bread 
Sometimes we hear someone at the table say, "Bless 
this bread" but that is not what Jesus said. We do not 
have the exact words of Jesus when he instituted the 
Supper. "And while they were eating, Jesus took 
some bread, and blessed it" (Matt. 26:26 KJV). 
"Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing." 

The Greek word here means a "blessing, or to 
speak well of, praise, extol, give thanks and praise" 
(Matt. 14:19; 26:26; Mark 6:41; 14:22; Luke 
24:30; Arndt & Gingrich Lex, p.322). Jesus did in
deed bless the bread but did not "ask a blessing." He 
blessed it by giving thanks for it. "And when He had 
taken some bread and given thanks (Luke 24:19). 
Paul stated that "the Lord Jesus in the night in which 
He was betrayed took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, He broke it and said" (1 Cor. 11:23-24). The 
word from Paul and Luke, thanks, is from "thank
ful." That Jesus gave thanks for the bread is consis
tent with his use of this word for giving thanks for 
the cup as recorded by all four writers (Matt. 26:27; 
Mark 14:23; 1 Cor. 11:24-25; Luke 22:19-20). 

With reference to the cup, Jesus blessed it by giv
ing thanks. "Is not the cup of blessing which we 
bless," a sharing in the blood of Christ. How do we 
bless the cup? By offering thanks. Jesus blessed the 
bread and the cup by offering thanks. A long prayer at 
the Lord's table is out of order. Simply give thanks 
for the bread and for the cup. Give thanks instead of 
"bless this bread" or "bless this cup." 

06BO 

122 E. Church St.~ Apt. 203 
Grand Prairie~ TX 75050 

(Brother Tharp taught at the Bear Valley School of 
Biblical Studies for 29 years. He was an instructor in 
the Greek language. Effective Feb. 15, 1995, here
signed as a teacher in the school. Roy Baker, director of 
the school said, ~The resignation of brother Tharp ends 
an era for the Bear Valley School. And to fill the 
memory of this great soldier of the Cross, he is being 
retained as an Instructor Emeritus all the days of his 
life.~~) Fp 



Bible-centered Preaching 
By Frank Chesser 

The pulpit plays a major role in setting the spiri
tual tone of a congregation. There is no such 
thing as a strong church and a weak pulpit. 

God's view of congregational strength demands a 
pulpit that echoes with the sound of God's voice, not 
man's. The prophets were Bible-centered preachers. 
God told the prophet of tears, "Behold, I have put 
my words in thy mouth" Oer. 1:9). Twenty-four times 
in 3 8 verses, Haggai declared, "Thus saith the Lord." 
Twenty-five times in four brief chapters, Malachi 
pointed to God as the source of his message. 

Peter's sermon on Pentecost was the first gospel 
sermon ever preached as an accomplished fact, under 
the worldwide commission in the name of the resur
rected Christ (Acts 2). It inaugurated New Testament 
Christianity in the world. Strikingly, half of the ser
mon was composed of direct quotations from the 
Old Testament. The success of the Restoration Move
ment is tied to Bible-centered preaching. Those 
grand restorers of the Jerusalem gospel, knew, be
lieved and preached the book. Void of frills and 
fleshly trappings, they heralded the gospel with 
clarion simplicity. They were spokesmen for God, 
not Shakespeare, Plato or Whitman. 

Apostasy is rampant. The pulpit in many congre
gations is a spiritual disgrace. Jokes, personal experi
ences, political statements and perpetual excursions 
in philosophy and human wisdom are empty substi
tutes for a "thus saith God." God's design is that his 
words are made known "through preaching" (Titus 
1:3). Many preachers are nullifying God's will by 
their failure to preach the Book. They are robbing 
the pulpit of its power. The power is in the gospel, 
not the preacher. They are negating God's power to 
save, instruct and edify by substituting the word of 
man for the Word of God. The pulpit is to function as 
a launching pad for the gospel, not a course in the 
humanities. 

"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them" (lsa. 8:20). "If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4: 11). "Teach 
me, 0 Lord, the way of thy statutes" (Psa. 119:33). 
"Preach the word" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Bible-centered preaching is distinctive preaching. 
It sounds different because it is different. The preach
ing of 1 esus rang with uniqueness because he "taught 
them as one having authority" (Matt. 7:29). Book, 
chapter and verse preaching is authoritative. It is ab
solute, demanding and binding. Some men speak and 
some men preach. There is a difference. Preachers 
"preach the word" (2 Tim. 4:2). A man may be a 
great orator and a poor preacher. Reai preachers in
form man as to what God has said. They are micro
phones through whom God speaks. They proclaim 
the Bible, not the various "ologies" of humanity. God 
told Ezekiel, "thou shalt say unto them, thus saith the 
Lord God" (Eze. 2:4). 

There are alleged preachers who have majored in 
Bultmann and Barth and minored in Peter and Paul. 
They can quote the theologians, but not the Bible. 
Preachers preach what they are full of. With the set
ting of Sunday's sun, the preacher does not have to 
inform the audience as to what he has been studying 
during the course of the week. The pulpit is secure in 
the hands of a man who has saturated his mind with 
what the Bible teaches on every subject. 

l great pulpit is a Bible-based pulpit. A great 
preacher is a preacher who preaches the 
Word. A great sermon is a sermon that is per

meated with what God says. Every preacher must 
study and prepare so as to enable God to say, "Be
hold, I have put my words in thy mouth" Oer. 1:9). A 
biblically weak pulpit is a plague on the church. It 
stifles spirituality, suppresses commitment, nurtures 
apathy and encourages sin. It blinds the church as to 
its purpose and mission. Such a preacher ought either 
to repent or resign. 

Gospel preachers of the past were Bible-quoting 
preachers. They knew what the Bible said and where 
it said it. Every point was verified with Scripture. 
Their preaching was distinctive. It rang with author
ity. Under such preaching, the church grew and pros
pered. Conversions were more numerous than today, 
and sin was less prevalent in those days. Their 
preaching was powerful because it was biblical. 
People listened because there was something worth 
hearing. They were instructed in mind, cemented in 
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conviction, stirred in emotion, and renewed in heart. 
Such preaching was a ceaseless reminder that it does 
make a difference what one believes and how one 
lives; it is God's way or no way. 

Some of our schools have made major contribu
tions to the dying pulpit. Many professors have ob
tained their degrees from denominational institu
tions. They have sat for years under the incessant 
sound of modernism. Many receive their degrees with 
scarred convictions. Their students often graduate as 
parrots and mount our pulpits with dull swords. From 
their lofty, pedantic platforms of intellectualism, they 
view with disdain the book, chapter and verse 
preacher while proclaiming spiritually insipid ser
mons that appease the flesh but numb the spirit. 

Every sermon should begin, continue and end 
with what God has said. The crux of the lesson is the 
verse that substantiates the point, not the point itself. 

Apart from the text, there is no point. Peter quoted 
more scripture in one sermon on Pentecost than 
many modern preachers quote in a month of preach
ing. Wearied by a lesson solely on the life of a secular 
historical figure, a brother on the mission field arose 
and said, "Enough of this foolishness; let us hear a 
word from God." Every pulpit needs a Micaiah who 
affirmed, "What the Lord saith unto me, that will I 
speak" (1 Kings 22:14). 

Preaching is serious business. It is a life or death 
matter. It involves souls on the road to eternity. It 
must "reprove, rebuke, exhort with alllongsuffering 
and doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:2). Nothing will avert the 
present apostasy like getting the book, chapter and 
verse preacher back into the pulpit. There is no sub
stitute for Bible-centered preaching. 

39 Andress St. 
Jacksonville~~ FL 32208 
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Wineskins and Progression 
into Sedarianism 

By Bill Lockwood 

S ectarianism is acclaimed in each of Wineskins 
magazines as an evil issue. "Churches can no 
longer build their future on denominational 

brand name loyalties. Baby boomers will not keep 
attending a Church of Christ or a Baptist Church or a 
Presbyterian Church simply because their parents 
did, or for its "doctrinal correctness" (Lynn Ander
son and Carey Garrett, Jan.-Feb. 1994, p. 36). Here 
we learn that the churches of Christ are sectarian. I 
do not deny that some members in the churches of 
Christ suppose that we are, that some even act like it 
- but it is a lie of the deepest dye that we are a de
nomination upon the basis that we are narrow and 
wish to be separated from the religious world. Never
theless this is the misinformation Shelly and com
pany have been feeding us for some time. 

Who Is Sectarian? 
One of the chief elements of the Wineskins program 
is promoting the direct, apart-from-the-Word, opera
tion and influence of the Holy Spirit upon man. This 
is piped in almost every issue of the magazine, in ev
ery Jubilee lectureship they stage, and is included in 
almost every "formula" they concoct for church 
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growth. John Allen Chalk meditates upon interpreta
tion of the Bible in a recent issue: 

As a young preacher and throughout my full-time 
ministry years the Bible for me changed slowly 
through painfully intense study from a sermon 
text source to a variegated but coherent guide for 
God-given life shaped by faith in the Lord jesus 
Christ and actualized in the personal presence of 
the Holy Spirit (Wineskins~~ Feb. 1994, p. 20). 

Again, the "quest led me to a new existential de
cision about Jesus as the living Word of God and a 
new personal relationship with God's Holy Spirit." 
Later, Chalk states, "The God I had previously come 
to know through the Bible, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by the Holy Spirit has been tested and 
found faithful, merciful, loving, and responsive" (p. 
21). Once more: 

The Bible encouraged me to enter into a per
sonal relationship with jesus Christ as my Lord 
and Savior. In that relationship, actualized by 
God's Holy Spirit, I am becoming a new human 
being to whom the word of God is living, active, 
incisive, and awe-inspiring. 

It is also noteworthy that one passage Chalk uti
lizes in proclaiming his new-found faith is 1 Corio-



thians 2:6-16 which he supposes encourages him to 
believe in the personal presence of the Holy Spirit 
within him. 

First, without comment from me, examine some 
of the following statements definitive of sectarian te
nets to see not only the "Wineskinning" proximity to 
creedalism, but that Shelly and Chalk line up thought 
for thought and word for word with denominational 
dogma! (1) Nathan Rice, the Presbyterian representa
tive, in his 1843 landmark debate with Alexander 
Campbell, stated: 

We believe and teach that in conversion and 
sanctification, there is an influence of the Spirit 
in addition to that of the word and distinct from 
it. An influence without which the arguments 
and motives of the gospel would never convert 
and sanctify one of Adam's ruined race ... the 
Holy Spirit operates ordinarily through the 
truth, but not ONLY through the truth. 

(2) Baptist doctrine is replete with the same. 
Mankind is said to be "invested" with a new disposi
tion of mind which is "effected in a manner above 
our comprehension by the Holy Spirit in connection 
with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obe
dience to the gospel" (Hiscox Baptist Manual). What 

is the distinction between Wineskins saying that our 
"relationship with Jesus is actualized by the new per
sonal relationship with the Holy Spirit" and Baptist
brand Calvinism which says that a new disposition is 
given us by the Holy Spirit so that we might obey? 

(3) The Presbyterian Confession of Faith (p. 51) 
informs us that Christ revealed the mysteries of salva
tion to us "effectually persuading men by his Spirit to 
believe and obey, and governing hearts by his Word 
and Spirit." The rationale behind this is that man has 
"wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good 
accompanying salvation ... and is not able, by his 
own strength to convert himself or to prepare himself 
thereto." Again, God "effectually calls us by his 
Word and Spirit" and we are "quickened and re
newed by the Holy Spirit, enabled to answer this call 
and to embrace th~ gospel." 

One passage that is abused to support this totter
ing structure of Calvinism is 1 Corinthians 2:12, the 
same passage that John Allen Chalk has now come to 
existentially experience! Quotations as the above 
could be here presented to cover an entire issue of 
the paper, but note the connections. (1) Wineskins is 
actualized by the Spirit; Presbyterians are enabled. 
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(2) This activity of the Spirit is accomplished in a per
sonal manner in both. (3) Both sectarianism and 
Wineskins emphasize now a "personal relationship" 
with jesus or the Holy Spirit. (4) Both systems im
peach the all-sufficiency of the Word (2 Tim. 3:16-
17) by saying that newness is actualized by the Holy 
Spirit directly and not by working through his mes
sage. (5) Both systems trample under unholy feet pas
sages that teach a miraculous system in the first cen
tury by assimilating them to some "personal relation
ship" theology. (6) Both efforts insist that there are at 
least two separate avenues of coming to the Lord. 
Chalk says that it is by "the Bible and the Holy Spirit" 
that he has come to know God. Calvinists do not dif
fer a whit from this. The parallels are too obvious to 
ignore. 

The Heart and Soul of Sedarianism 
While preaching escape from the sectarian spirit, 
Wineskins demonstrates that it is filled with it. The 
single common denominator among all Protestant 
sectarian creeds is the direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit. While the creeds differ on variant points of 
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doctrine and mostly agree on the fact that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, the single item of unity 
among them is this aspect of the Holy Spirit's sup
posed activity. Raccoon John Smith learned, after his 
conversion from the Baptist church to Christ, that 
"the prevalent belief that conversion was the direct ... 
work of the Holy Ghost was the most formidable 
obstacle to his success as a Reformer." His biogra
pher, John Williams, observes: 

The great question, at last, between him and his 
Calvinistic brethren was, whether faith is pro
duced by testimony or imparted by inspiration; 
whether, as antecedent to baptism, it should be 
confessed as a voluntary act of the mind, or ex
perienced as an irresistible influence from above. 
That the Holy Ghost supernaturally prepares the 
heart of the sinner to receive the truth, was al
most universally held as a first principle of the 
doctrine of Christ. It was also, the last dogma of 
the old system that the Reformers consented to 
renounce (Life of Elder john Smith, p. 174). 

The peaceful Barton Stone even observed regard
ing Wineskins-type heresy on the Spirit, "The Bible 
plainly teaches that the whole work of regeneration 
and salvation from sin, is the work of the Spirit." 
This, he said, is also plain, "that God begins, carries 
on, and perfects this work by means of his word." In 
this, Stone confessed, he had been "frequently 
charged with denying the operation of the Spirit." 
Alexander Campbell, who perhaps influenced more 
to become Christians than any other in the early days 
of the Restoration Movement, wrote: 

We would observe, that we conceive the great 
error of the modern philosophers, concerning 
the operations of the Holy Spirit, to be, that they 
are the same physical operations now, which 
were exhibited in those days when men spoke 
with tongues, healed diseases, and wrought ev
ery species of miracles, by the immediate agency 
of the Holy Spirit, for the confirmation of their 
testimony ... but the Holy Spirit now operates 
upon the minds of sinners only by means of the 
Word (Christian Baptist, vol. 1, p. 49-50). 

In short, if our wayward brethren of Wineskins 
wish to portray themselves as pied-pipers to lead the 
church out of denominationalism of some sort, then 
fair argument, and common courtesy will not stop 
them. But let all recognize the fact that the pathway 
of their leadership meanders precisely back where 
our more learned brethren in the past have spent 
their formative years and which they finally learned 
to repudiate because the direct operation of the Spirit 
is the heart and soul of every sectarian dream. 



Other Mistakes by Chalk 
Not only does Wineskins major in sectarian creed
alism while announcing its repudiation of denomina
tionalism, but the same mistakes of man-made 
churches are repeated by them. First, the Word of 
God is to them a Dead Letter. Chalk says that the 
Word of God is living and active because "in his rela
tionship with Jesus, the God-given life is actualized 
by the personal presence of the Holy Spirit. " The 
Word was never a living thing to him until he entered 
into this "personal relationship" with Jesus Christ. 

Second, the Bible and the Holy Spirit are listed by 
him separately as avenues by which to "learn God." 
"The God I had previously come to know through 
the Bible, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the 
Holy Spirit." Pentecostalism has not pu t it plainer, 
because the belief is the same. However, the Bible 
teaches that the Spirit testifies to man only by means 
of the Word. In fact, the testimony of the Spirit is the 
New Testament revelation! So says the Spirit Uohn 
16:13). There is no avenue available to Chalk but by 
the apostolic word (Rom. 1:16). 

Third, I would like to know, "What, essential to 
my salvation, could I learn that is not already pro
vided by the inspired Word?" 

Fourth, which passage teaches the "personal pres
ence of the Holy Spirit?" If the Spirit is personally in 
us, apart fro m the in fluence of his teaching, then it 
stands to reason that He would be accomplishing an 
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additional task upon us. But where is the passage? 
Fifth, w hy has not the "new personal relation

ship" that John Allen Chalk enjoys with the Holy 
Spirit warned him away from abusing texts like 1 
Corinthians 2 that deal wi th the process of verbal in
spiration ? If his new confederate in existentialism is 
actually the Holy Spirit, why did he allow Chalk to 
sacrifice the sacred text upon the altar of human 
opinion? 

Sixth, what exactly is the aspect of his relation
ship with Christ now that renders it a "personal rela
tionship"? It must be something other than that 
which he has gleaned from the Word of God since 
Chalk admits that he already had the Word and that 
wh ich actualized or energized this message was his 
personal r elationship with J esus Christ. W hat par
ticulars of the relationship with Christ, (what has he 
learned, what truths have come to bear upon his 
mind) that have now energized his relationship with 
Christ into a "living one"? H is words argue for a bet
ter-felt-than-told experience of Pentecostalism. 

Indeed, Rubel Shelly is trying his best to move the 
churches of Christ into the labyrinth fo lds of sectar
ian existentialism and feel-goodism. The branding of 
those of us on "this side of the fence" as "sectarian" is 
merely a ploy utilized by them to frighten folks into 
their fold of sectarian theology. P. 0. Box 322 

Marlow, OK 73055 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

* 25th Year 

* Soundness 

*Balance 

*Integrity 

• Tuition free • Limited financial aid 
• Housing available • New library 
• Two-year program • Preaching opportunities 
• College level • Experienced faculty 
• Preaching opportunities • Personal attention 
•Quiet community near beautiful Tennessee mountains 

- Inquiries promptly answered

Charles Brown, Admissions 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road • Knoxville, TN 37931 

(615) 691-7444 • (615) 691 -7411 

~ 

June 1995 13 
Firm Foundation 



Elaine M. Wainright's 
Christmas Visit to MaHhew' s House 

By J. E. Choate 

This article will compare two writers' conflict
ing accounts of four foreign women, and one 
J ewess woman, who are set forth by Matthew 

as mothers in the genealogical lineage of Mary and 
her Messianic son. 

The first work is the Wineskins article by Andre 
Resner titled "Christmas at Matthew's House" (Nov. 
1992). The second was by Elaine Wainright in her 
study, "Towards a Feminist Reading of the Gospel Ac
cording to Matthew., 

In his article, Resner tells us he had missed the 
four women - Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba 
- for the first 25 years of his readings of Matthew 
1:1-17. The fact that Matthew chose to mention four 
Gentile women to the exclusion of Jewish women 
like Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, and Rachel has provoked 
tantalizing attention since the fourth century A.D., 
but this somehow eluded the attention of brother 
Resner. 

This is an interesting admission because Jerome 
(fourth century A.D.) concluded that the inclusion of 
the four OT women as sinners foreshadowed the role 
of Jesus as the Savior of all men. Martin Luther con
cluded, with a singular proposal, that since the four 
women were foreigners that they were included by 
Matthew to show the Jewish Messiah was related by 
ancestry to the Gentiles. 

Resner insinuates that the four women share 
something extraordinarily irregular in their union 
with their partners. 

Resner would have us to believe that God chose 
four "scarlet" women as singular instruments for 
God to work out his plan of salvation. Resner thinks 
this explains Mary of Nazareth's conduct (he calls 
her "a sexually questionable woman"), and questions 
her virginity. Mind you, Matthew does not say this, 
but Resner does. 

We urge brother Resner to reread his article and 
be ashamed. 

It is not just the neglect of Resner to provide an 
exegesis of Matthew's account of the virgin birth of 
Jesus that bothers us, but the creative fiction which 

14 ~i;:! Found!~~; 

he weaves around Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, 
and Mary. Why does Resner paint them "soiled 
doves"? He does not make a case for the virgin birth 
of Jesus, but later he assured the ACU president that 
he believes in it. Which makes us wonder exactly 
what Resner means by "virgin birth"; it must be dif
ferent from what people ordinarily mean by the ex
pression. 

Elaine M. Wainright's Exegesis of the Same Verses 
Elaine M. Wainwright has written a study, with the 
sophisticated documentation of liberal scholarship, 
titled: Toward a Feminist Critical Reading of the Gos
pel According to Matthew. 

(It is absolutely necessary to read my article, The 
Best Kept Secret of Our Liberal Brethren: the ~~Herme
neutic of Suspicion'' [Firm Foundation, May 1995]) 
for crucial insights into post-modern theology which 
now controls the theological agenda of our liberal 
brethren. Second echelon change agents, like Lynn 
Anderson, are not up on these matters.) 

Wainright adopts without equivocation the 
Schussler Fiorenza concept of the "hermeneutic of 
suspicion," in which she strips away the androcentric 
(male bias) of Matthew's gospel. The purpose of this 
article is to contrast the methodology of "deconstruc
tion" and "reconstruction" of Resner and Wain
wright as they explain the unique presence of the 
"five women" in Matthew's genealogy. 

A radical difference between the two (Resner and 
Wainwright) is how they present the five women. 
Resner is pretty "sneaky" (to use his word), drawing 
a vivid picture of Tamar as a common streetwalker, 
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picturing Rahab as the town prostitute, suggesting 
Ruth spent a night of sexual promiscuity with Boaz, 
saying Bathsheba was an adulteress and accomplice 
in murder, and suggesting Mary told Joseph a "cock 
and bull story" about her pregnancy. 

Wainright's Depidion of the Five Women 
Wainwright is a full blown post-modern liberal who 
discounts, without qualification, that Scripture is the 
full and final revealed will of God. However, she is 
respectful of the biblical record as she affirms her ac
ceptance of the unimpeachable character of the five 
women of Matthew's genealogy. Wainright depicts 
the five women as both the victims and beneficiaries 
of a male-dominated society, which she deplores. 

(We have a respect for Wainright on this point 
which we deny Resner.) 

Tamar is depicted by Wainwright as deprived of 
children by Jacob, and taking the initiative to right 
the wrong done her. Tamar was about to be con
demned for "playing a harlot" until the facts sur
faced. She was acquitted by Judah who said that she 
was more righteous than he (Gen. 38:26). 

Rahab is called a harlot, but the focus of her story 
is not on this, but her acting as a spy to facilitate the 
entry of Israel into the land Gosh. 2:1-21; 6:22-25). 

Wainright observes that Ruth is not accused of sin 
or misconduct by Bible writers. Bathsheba is not de
clared to be guilty of adultery and murder. Rather it 
is David with whom Jehovah shows displeasure (2 
Sam. 11:27; 12:7-13). 

Wainright alleges the linkage between the four 
women is different from Resner's understanding of 
them. She says that the reproductive power of 
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woman and their role in the birth of Messiah is af
firmed outside the mandated patriarchal structure. 
She does not even hint that Mary's pregnancy with 
Jesus is coupled with sin in any fashion. 

Keep in mind that Wainright is an atheist. She 
does not accept Scripture as the unimpeachable in
spired Word of God and, therefore, unalterable. We 
leave her to her own brand of a hermeneutic of suspi
cion. 

Outside of Resner's fanciful fiction and his play 
on God's providence, we are left still wondering as to 
the source and make up his deconstruction method
ology. 

The Malignant Virus of Post-modern Theology 
A brand new hermeneutic is emerging from post
modern theology which is being foisted upon unsus
pecting brethren. It is done piecemeal mainly by 
leading brothers in the Bible departments of our 
schools and the editors of Image and Wineskins. They 
are spreading a new deadly theological virus which 
can only work havoc among the churches. Its identi
fication is now discovered. Putting together this jig
saw puzzle becomes easy, since all the pieces are 
available for scrutiny under the Bible microscope. 

What is of mounting interest is the notion, which 
our erudite brethren seem to hold, that their conser
vative brethren are so stupid that they can forever 
have the "wool pulled over their eyes," and that they 
cannot intellectually comprehend the strategy of the 
change agents. 

There is no problem in unveiling the paradigm of 
the hermeneutic of suspicion. This story has been 
rapidly developing since the early '70s. The makeup 
of post-modern liberal theology is fashioned from 
the cocoon of the old modernism, which may be 
traced back to the documentary hypothesis, form and 
source criticism, and the theory of evolution, which 
took shape in the social gospel. The immediate pre
cursors of post-modern theology are Neo-orthodoxy, 
the charismatic movement of the '60s, and the 
"Death of God" craze in the '70s. 

No liberal brother has set forth the working parts 
of the model of post-modern liberal theology, known 
as the hermeneutic of suspicion. We propose to do this 
for them. There are buzz words and phrases which 
designate and provide handles by means of which the 
new theology can be addressed. They are: liberation 
theology, the deconstruction of the biblical text, and 
the hermeneutic of suspicion. 

A purview of these influences extends beyond the 
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limits of this article, but each will be addressed in due 
time. These revelations will prove to be most disqui
eting for our liberal brethren when they learn that we 
are on to their game plan. 

The common center for the beginning of decon
struction theology was initiated by the French phi
losopher, Jacques Derrida (1930-) an eminent, world
class scholar. The next magnum opus of post-modern
ism is liberation theology which gradually emerged 
during the '70s. This is most noticeably expressed in 
liberation theology in the United States. It centers in 
the feminist, the black, and gay liberation theologies 
which continue to burgeon in Western culture. 

It requires a covey of our liberal, sophisticated 
brethren and their pronouncements to set forth a 
comprehensive paradigm of the hermeneutic of sus
picion which has been formed in the matrix of the 
foregoing ideologies. 

(I have been studying these matters in recent 
months through consultations with Vanderbilt Divin
ity School professors and reading their recom
mended bibliography in the Divinity School library 
to which I have access as an alumnus.) 

The next article will explore the hermeneutic of 

suspicion being forged by our liberal brethren by go
ing to the sources of their proclamations (CSC pa
pers, Image and Wineskins articles). Special recogni
tion is given Darryl Tippens and Randall Harris for 
first addressing the concepts of the deconstruction of 
the biblical text and the hermeneutic of suspicion. 

At this point we can begin to understand what 
our liberal brethren have in mind when they con
demn the old hermeneutic and extol the virtues of a 
"new" hermeneutic. Our liberal brethren are just be
ginning to understand that they have painted them
selves into a corner of radical liberal theology from 
which there is no exit. 3714'h Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 3 7215 

(Editor,s comment: We are indebted to brother 
Choate for his thorough and accurate explanation of 
the hermeneutic of suspicion. His scholarly presenta
tion of these strange and difficult ideas is needed and 
deeply appreciated. Some say Andre Resner has apolo
gized for his slanderous article, but the truth is he only 
apologized for the trouble his thoughtless writing 
caused Abilene Christian University and its adminis
tration.) Fp 
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Thy Kingdom Come 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 
A. God's kingdom is infinite - without beginning or end. 

1. The kingdom of God existed when Adam was created. 
2. God's kingdom will outlast the ages. 

B. God promised to set up an indestructible kingdom on earth. 
1. When Israel blessed his sons, he said "The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 

from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be" 
(Gen. 49:10). 

2. "A Psalm of David. The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the 
midst of thine enemies. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of 
holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. The LORD hath sworn, 
and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek" (Psa. 110:1-4). 

3. "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this" (lsa. 9:6-7). 

4. "And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever" (Dan. 2:44). 

5. The promise to set up an ageless kingdom on earth does not mitigate against the everlasting 
kingdom of God in heaven, but confirms it. It is an earthly phase of a heavenly kingdom. 

II. The Kingdom Comes. 
A. The kingdom announced. 

1. John the baptist declared that the expected and hoped-for kingdom was "at hand" (Matt. 3:2). 
2. Jesus repeated the message (Matt. 4:17; Mark 1:15). 
3. Jesus said the kingdom was present in his ministry: "If I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then 

the kingdom of God is come unto you" (Matt. 12:28). 
a. The unseen, eternal kingdom of God is always there. 
b. Anytime the awesome power of God is displayed the kingdom is affirmed. 
c. Jesus affirms that kingdom by supernatural power demonstrated in ·casting out demons and 

other miracles. 
d. Jesus speaks not of the promised earthly phase of the kingdom, but of the everlasting and ever

present kingdom of the Almighty. 
4. Jesus taught his disciples to pray, "Thy kingdom come" (Matt. 6: 10). 

a. The kingdom had not come in the sense of Daniel2:44. 
b. It had not come in the sense Jesus and John taught the people to look for it since it was at hand. 

·B. The kingdom was to come with power and in the lifetime of some who were contemporary with Jesus 
while he was on earth in human form. 
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III. 

1. "And he Uesus] said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power" (Mark 
9:1). 

2. Jesus promised that his disciples would receive "power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you" 
(Acts 1:8). 

3. The apostles received the promised Spirit on the first Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus 
(Acts 2:1-4). 

4. Therefore, when the power came in the outpouring of the Spirit upon the apostles (until it filled 
the house where they were), the power came. When the power came the kingdom came because 
the kingdom was to come with power. Jesus said, "You will see the kingdom come with power." 

C. Jesus went from earth to heaven to receive a kingdom. 
1. In one of his parables, Jesus said a certain nobleman went into a far country to receive a kingdom 

and having received it, he returned to judge, to reward, and to punish (Luke 19:12, 15). The 
nobleman went away to receive a kingdom. 

2. Daniel foresaw a time when one "like unto a son of man" would come to the "ancient of days 
Oehovah)" to receive "everlasting dominion, glory," and a kingdom that "would never be 
destroyed" (Dan. 7:13-14). 

3. The coronation of Jesus in heaven is portrayed in Revelation 5:1-14. 
4. Jesus went from earth to heaven to be given a timeless kingdom. 

The Earthly Phase of a Heavenly Kingdom Exists. 
A. Jesus is King of Kings and Lord of Lords (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 19:16). 

1. A king rules over a kingdom. 
2. Jesus compared his kingdom to: 

a. A man who sowed good seed (Luke 8:1, 5-15). 
b. A grain of mustard seed (Matt. 13:31). 
c. Leaven (Luke 13 :20-21). 
d. Treasure (Matt. 13:44). 
e. Pearl (Matt. 13 :45). 
f. Net (Matt. 13:4 7 -48). 
g. Householder (Matt. 13:52). 
h. A king who made a marriage feast for his son (Matt. 22:1-14). 
i. Ten virgins (Matt. 25:1-12). 

3. Jesus said many things about his kingdom. 
a. My kingdom is not of this world Oohn 18:36). 
b. Children of the kingdom (Matt. 8:12). 
c. Rich people have difficulty entering the kingdom (Matt. 19:23). 
d. Keys of the kingdom (Matt. 16: 19). 
e. Good news of the kingdom (Luke 8:1). 
f. Mysteries of the kingdom (Matt. 13:11). 
g. Does not consist in meat and drink (Rom. 14:17). 

B. People on earth can be in the kingdom. 
1. Paul said that God had translated some "into the kingdom of his dear son" (Col. 1:13). 
2. We are receiving a kingdom that cannot be moved (Heb. 12:28). 

C. Obedience necessary to entrance into the kingdom. 
1. Obedience brings God's blessing and entrance into the kingdom (Matt. 7:21-29). 
2. Jesus saves those who obey him (Heb. 5:9). 
3. Flesh and blood cannot enter the heavenly phase of God's eternal kingdom (1 Cor. 15:50). 
4. Those who have faithfully served the Lord in the earthly phase of the kingdom will enter the 

heavenly phase of that kingdom when they die and at the resurrection (1 Cor. 15 :49). 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

These Are Exciting Times 
By Albert Gardner 

Perhaps, since the day of Pentecost opportuni
ties have never been greater! Doors are open 
that none of us thought possible only months 

ago. People now have liberty and freedom who were 
kept in bondage and slavery to an atheistic system for 
so many years. We must give thanks to God for these 
open doors. "I know thy works: behold , I have set 
before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 
thou hast a little strength, and has kept my word, and 
has not denied my name" (Rev. 3:8). 

We have freedom of travel to most places in the 
world, even if it is as a tourist. Free trade also gives 
opportunity for transmission of ideas. Language is a 
barrier but does not prevent contact in business and 
government and should not prevent our going with 
the gospel. 

Will there be problems? One reason some 
churches fail to do foreign mission work is because of 
the added problems. Certain ly, there will be prob
lems. Hear what Paul said about his going to Thessa
lonica "Wherefore we would have come unto you, 
even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us" 
(1 Thess. 2:18). Satan will hinder by using his evil 
forces to defeat any attempt to preach the gospel. 

But we must not forget the command or our Lord 
to "go teach nations" and "preach the gospel to every 
creature" (Matt. 28: 19; Mark 16: 15). He did not say, 
"Go preach, unless there are problems." He did not 
say, "Go preach, unless inflation gets too high, or the 
rate of exchange is too low." He did not say, "Go 
preach, unless you have problems with visas." He did 
not say, "Go preach to every creature, unless cross
cu ltural communication makes it so difficult that it 
seems best to stay home." 

We do not have the option as to whether we go 
preach to every creature. Our Lord gave the march
ing orders to the apostles and told them to teach us 
what he had commanded them. It is his will that ev
ery creature hears the gospel in every generation. 
That is a human right! 

Roadblocks will be put up by evil people, but our 

God is more powerful and can open 
up the way in spite of opposition. 
The greatest problem is in our faith, 
for we may be like Israel who "lim
ited the Holy One of Israel" (Psa. 
78:41). 

The Great Commission was car
ried out by the first-century church Rod Rutherford 

without a copier, a fax, computers, correspondence 
courses, radio, filmstrip! One of the signs that would 
precede the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 re
lates to the gospel being preached to the world. "And 
this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall 
the end come" (Matt. 24:14). Paul wrote in about 
A.D. 64, "If ye continue in the faith grounded and 
settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel, which ye have heard, and which was 
preached to every creature which is under heaven; 
whereof I Paul am made a minister" (Col. 1:23). 

"But now is made manifest, and by the Scriptures 
of the prophets, according to the commandment of 
the everlasting God, made known to all nations for 
the obedience of faith" (Rom. 16:26). 

We have enough members, money, education, 
buildings, supplies and helps, filmstrips, charts, and 
literature to do exactly what the Lord told us to do. 
Our job is by no means finished, but most congr~ga
tions are doing more mission work than they have 
ever done. These are exciting times! 

285 Hiii-N-Dale Rd. 
Shelbyville, KY 40065 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 
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Comments on Christian Conduct 2 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I n Ephesians 5:3 the apostle writes: "But fornica
tion, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it 
not even be named among you, as becometh 

saints." He uses three terms to describe conduct that 
is to have absolutely no part in the life of a Christian. 

The apostolic admonition is that such vices, be
ing so totally inconsistent with true Christian charac
ter, are not even to be named among God's saints. 
Such emphatic caution echoes that Old Testament 
prohibition of mentioning even the names of the hea
then gods or speaking of the manner of their worship 
(Ex. 23:13). 

Let us now note the triple sins here designated: 
Fornication 

Sexual immorality of every sort comes under this 
word. It is a general term embracing all unlawful 
sexual activity - premarital sex, adultery, incest, ho
mosexuality, lesbianism, and bestiality. The Bible, in 
no uncertain terms, condemns all these sexual per
versions as sinful and displeasing to the Creator. 

"But the body is not for fornication, but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body" (1 Cor. 6: 13). Again, 
"For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, 
that ye abstain from fornication" (1 Thess. 4:3). 

Fornication was a common sin of society in 
Paul's day (and in ours), especially among the pagans. 
It was closely connected with other lewd and sensual 
acts of idol worship. It was necessary to continually 
remind the saints that such carnal conduct could be 
no part of their new life in Christ. 

It is no different today. Our morally lax and per
missive society runs rampant with public ads promot
ing sexual promiscuity. Unabashed efforts are made 
to saturate the minds of our young people through 
the avenues of vulgar music, filthy novels, and maga
zines on the local drugstore rack that are just down
right pornographic. 

Satan, as chief engineer, giggles in hell as he di
rects his lusty executives to televise their smutty mov
ies right into the home to denigrate the morals of so
ciety. It is difficult nowadays to watch a decent televi
sion program without the commercials being im
mersed with indecent overtones and sexual innuen
dos as a bid to market their product. 

2 0 ~i::. Found!~!! 

All such demeaning influence piped into our liv
ing rooms over a span of time deteriorates our values 
till eventually, with blinded eyes, deafened ears, and 
calloused hearts, our spiritual defenses are no longer 
immune to the devil's fiery darts which easily pierce 
those having cast off the whole armor of God. 

What, you may ask, are some results of the fore
going? I will tell you. Teenage pregnancies followed 
by the logical outcome of murderous abortions have 
reached astronomical proportions. Homosexuality 
is hurriedly being adopted as nothing more than an 
alternate lifestyle, as Phil Donahue and his cronies 
love to tell the tale. 

Of late, Time Magazine has prompted our aware
ness on the prevalence of incest as a nationwide 
problem. 

Now, to top it all, the recent revelation from the 
media of all the ruttish behavior by both men and 
women on the work force, much of which reaches its 
prime in the form of sexual harassment. Know that 
all such indecent lechery is an exhaustive commen
tary on our society and tells where the minds of many 
are centered. 

We all thought that evil and adulterous genera
tion was somebody else at some other time, in some 
other place! 

Uncleanness 

Uncleanness refers to moral filth and sensual impuri
ties. This word was used, in ancient times, to describe 
the putrid and filthy manner in which some tenants 
kept their houses. Paul uses it in the sense that takes 
in all indecent actions not specifically covered by the 
term fornication. 

It is associated with obscene behavior and smutty 
talk and characterizes those destitute of spiritual in
clinations. 

In another place, the apostle said "touch no un
clean thing" - a clear prohibition that Christians are 
never to allow themselves to participate in nastiness. 

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for what
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he 
that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption, but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of 
the Spirit reap eternal life" (Gal. 6:7-8). 



Covetousness 
This third term is from a Greek word which is always 
used in a negative sense in the New Testament. It re
fers to that greedy, grasping, swinish deportment of 
avaricious men and women, whether pertaining to 
money, possessions, or indulgences in sensual gratifi
cation. That unbridled passion to get whatever tick
les one's selfish whim is the antithesis of the loving 
spirit of Christian liberality and concern for the 
rights and needs of others. 

In another place, the apostle brands this sin as 
that God-denying crime of idolatry (Col. 3:5). Any 
so-called Christian with a heart filled with covetous
ness is an idolater who has turned from the worship 
of the Creator to the worship of the created. Their 
belly has become their God. The Bible says so. 

We need not be one of those soft-shell types who 
think these inspired directives from the apostle are 
too hard for the common Christian. For he wrote 
them with inspiration's pen for our benefit in living 
the Christian life. 

He has told us these sins are nothing more than 
"works of the flesh." "They who practice such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gal. 5: 19-21). 

No doubt these directives will always and forever 
remain the same, even to those who choose to bicker 
with the truth. Those who are really intent on living a 
Christian life will appreciate the apostle's fiery con
demnation here and will attempt to abstain from 
such carnal conduct. 208 E. First St. 

Burkburnett, TX 76354 
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Shall We Gather at the River? 
By Allen Webster 

I n the old days, the religious folk would gather 
down at the river after a revival to baptize those 
whom the gospel had touched. We've gotten too 

sophisticated to baptize in a river today. The water's 
dirty. There might be snakes, or toxic waste ... too 
much trouble. What would people say anyway? We've 
even outgrown baptism in some circles. An ancient 
rite. Quaint. Ridiculous. Unnecessary. 

Shall we gather at the river? What is the purpose 
of baptism? Is it still necessary? What does baptism do 
for a person anyway? 

God delivered his will once for all time Uude 3). 
If any man changes it, the anathema of God rests upon 
him (Gal. 1:6-8; 1 Cor. 16:22). The same problem ex
ists (sin), the same punishment awaits us (hell), the 
same reward is offered (heaven). Consequently, the 
same conditions are enjoined. 

Let's look in God's book and see what it says 
about "gathering at the river" (see Acts 16: 13-15). 

What changes when a person comes out of that 
water? 

Baptism Changes Your Reservations 

When planning a trip, we make motel reser
vations to be assured of a bed. If in a hurry, we make 
restaurant reservations to be assured of a table. Simi
larly, we are all making reservations for eternity. You 
might say we choose either "smoking" or "non-

smoking" sections. There are two books of reserva
tions: God has one, Satan the other. Every mature 
person is in one of these two books and no man is in 
both at the same time (Matt. 6:24). 

The wicked are making reservations in hell. When 
men choose the path of sin, as all men do (Eccl. 7:20; 
Rom. 3:23; Gal. 3:22; 1 John 1:8), the devil writes 
their names in his book, because God blots them out 
of the book of life (Rev. 3:5; Ex. 32:32; Psa. 69:28; 
Isa. 59: 1,2). 

Satan puts his mark upon sinners (see this figure in 
Rev. 13:16). Those so marked drink the wine of the 
wrath of God and "smoking" forever (Rev. 14:9-11). 
If we die without forgiveness from God, we cannot be 
with God Uohn 8:21). Job explained "that the wicked 
is reserved to the day of destruction ... they shall be 
brought forth to the day of wrath" Gob 21:30). "The 
Lord knoweth how ... to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished" (2 Pet. 2:9). 

Those who walk after the flesh, with eyes full of 
adultery, and follow after the way of Balaam are mak
ing reservations in the mist of darkness (2 Pet. 2:17). 
Jude says that the brazen false teachers who were 
troubling the church had reserved the blackness of 
darkness forever Gude 13). The fallen angels have 
reservations in hell, with chains and darkness (2 Pet. 
2:4; Jude 6). Even the earth has a reservation with fire 
(2 Pet. 3:7). 
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On the other hand, the righteous are making res
ervations in heaven. Peter spoke of "an inheritance in
corruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you" (1 Pet. 1:4). Interestingly, 
"reserved" (tereo) here means "to guard from loss or 
injury ... by keeping the eye upon ... to detain in cus-
tody ... to withhold ... fig. to keep unmarried; hold 
fast, keep" (Strong, 5083, p. 71). 

God has made our reservations in heaven, and he 
is guarding them against loss - he won't misplace 
them! He is keeping his eye upon them. He has the 
"roll book" in custody, under lock and key. (Inciden
tally, the same word is used in 2 Pet. 2:4, 9, 17; 3:7 as 
is used in 1 Peter 1:4, above). 

So, how do we change reservations? Since salva
tion comes only from God, we must ask, "What does 
he require of us?" He told Peter to write: "The like 
figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us 
(not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good conscience toward God), by the res
urrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21). 

The Lord said, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (Mark 16: 16). You could say that God makes 
his reservations for heaven "down at the river bank!" 

Your programs will benefi t from this 
anractive, low cost New T estament! 
It has been widely used for Bible 
Corresponde nce S tud e nts, 
Personal W ork , Missio n Points, 
Prison Ministries and in many 
other areas of out-reilch. 

Share 
The Way Home 

with someone who needs it! 

Order Today- Sample copies $2.00 

This popu lar, versatile New T estament is sold in 
boxes of 100 :u a special price of $100.00 

(includes fre ight anywhere in U.S.) 

Johnson Publishing 
P.O. Box 100704 • Nashville, TN 37210 
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Baptism Changes Your Bank Statement 

Most of us know about debt. We owe bank notes on 
vehicles, boats, and furniture. We may owe 30 years 
on a house. We are reminded of our debts each month. 

We are also in debt to God. He won't send us a bill 
each month, but at the end of life (Matt. 13:30, 40-
42). We are all indebted to him for using his world, 
eating his food, breathing his air. Further, and more 
seriously, we owe God for our sins. Jesus taught his 
discip les to pray: "Forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors" (Matt. 6: 12). 

The word debts (opheilema) means "to be under 
obligation, be bound, be guilty" (Strong, 3 783-4, p. 
53). God owns us as servants by creation (Gen. 1:27) 
and as sons by redemption (Acts 20:28). As sinners, 
we rebelled against him and ran up a terrible debt
a debt we can never repay (cf. Matt. 18 :24, 34-35). 

How can we be free of this debt? Peter explained 
to those who wanted to be forgiven that they needed 
to "repent and be baptized" (Acts 2:38). He explained 
the reason - for the remission of sins. Remission is a 
financia l term. It has to do with crediting a debt. 

In forgiveness, J esus' blood remits the guilt of past 
sins and forwards a balance of zero (Matt. 26:28). 
The New Testament word forgiveness (apo) "from;" 
and (hiemi) "to send" literally means: "letting go; for
getting- as though it never happened; loosing from 
a debt; to send away (as from a debt)." 

You could say that the bank God uses to forgive 
his debtors is the "river bank!" 

Baptism Changes Your Clothes 

While in sin, our souls are dressed in filthy rags (Zech. 
3:4). We have the smell of the pigpen on us (Luke 
15:15). We are defiled Ger. 2:23) and polluted (2 Pet. 
2:20-22). Jude pictures the sinner as "a garment spot
ted by the flesh" (v. 23; James 1:27). Those in Sardis 
had "defiled their garments" (only a few were white, 
Rev. 3:4). We need washing and cleansing. 

How do you wash your soul's clothes? In the 
river! "Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22: 16). Wash 
(apolouo) means "to wash fully, that is, (fig.), have 
remitted" (Strong, 628, p . 14). The prefix (apo) car
ries the idea of "separation, departure, cessation, 
completion, and reversal" (Strong, 575, p. 14). 

When one is baptized, he is washed, and his sins 
are separated from him. The cleansing agent in the 
water is Christ's blood (Rev. 1:5) . We are baptized 
into his death (Rom. 6:3-4). It was in death that his 
blood was shed Uohn 19:34 ). In baptism, Jesus' 



blood cleanses us from the filth of iniquity and makes 
us as white as snow (Isa. 1:18). You could say that the 
soul "changes clothes" down by the river. 

Baptism Changes Your Residence 

A sinner has traveled to the far country and taken up 
residence in a land God never visits (Luke 15: 13). 
Like Adam and Eve, sinners vainly attempt to hide 
from God's voice (Gen. 3:8). Like Cain, they have 
gone "out from the presence of the Lord" (Gen. 
4:16). Like Israel, they have removed themselves and 
stand afar off (Ex. 20:18). 

Sinners are separated from God like smoke in a 
breeze and wax before a fire (rf. Psa. 68:2). God has 
turned his head; he has removed his hand (I sa. 59: 1-
2); he has cast them from him (2 Kgs. 13:23; 24:20; 
Psa. 51:11). On some he has given up (Rom. 1:24). 

"The Lord is far from the wicked" (Prov. 15:29). Paul 
pictures sinners as "afar off" (Eph. 2:13), without 
hope and without God in the world (2: 12). 

How do sinner~ come home from the far country? 
By fording the river of baptism! Notice carefully 
Paul's words: "For as many of you have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3 :27). We 
change residence in baptism. We move "into" Christ 
and his church (Eph. 1:22-23). (The same idea is seen 
in Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Cor. 12:13.) 

Salvation is only in Christ (Eph. 1:3; 2 Tim. 2:10). 
We need to gather at the river before we gather 

before God. "Blessed is he whose transgression is for
given, whose sin is covered" (Psa. 32: 1). Have you 
been to the river? so CR 321 

Tiplersville, MS 38674 
Fp 

Philippians 
By Dennis D. Dillon 

I ronically, this Epistle of Joy is written from 
prison. Consisting of only four chapters, it is a 
shining example of how it is needless to let "ex

tenuating circumstances" rob us of our "joy in the 
Lord." 

Even in bondage, Paul would not allow condi
tions to diminish his faith or lessen his joy. He was 
able to see the big picture. Not for a moment did he 
lose his confidence in the Lord (1 :6). He knew his 
bondage was a reason for "many of the brethren" to 
be courageous (1: 14 ). How pitiable when we allow 
circumstances to affect our faith or decrease our joy. 

The apostle did not give in to peer pressure. 
Christians should never allow people to rob them of 
their hope and joy. Even in "a crooked and perverse 
nation" we are still the "lights in the world" and the 
salt of the earth (2: 15). 

The peace we have in this life is not dependent on 
how others treat us. "Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all man
ner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you" (Matt. 5:11-12). "Woe unto you, 
when all men shall speak well of you!" 

God's people know that "a man's life consisteth 

not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth" (Luke 12: 15). Paul counted all "things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord" (3:8). Things were accounted as dung 
that he might win Christ. 

In our time, it was radio, then television, then 
VCR's and computers- all bearing witness to the 
fact that man's life does not consist in things. Inmates 
of mental and penal institutions verify that man is no 
more content today than in the beginning of the tech
nological revolution. Life does not consist in junk. 

If we don't have things, we worry. This causes 
insomnia, ulcers and strengthens the over-the-counter 
drug market. It is self-destroying - an inside job. 

Do not fret. When we make our requests to God, 
with thanksgiving, his peace that goes beyond under
standing is ours (4:6-8). Anxiety cannot add one inch 
to our height nor the same number of days to our 
lives (Matt. 6:27). 

Joy is a state of mind. Abraham Lincoln once 
commented, "We are about as happy as we make up 
our minds to be." God's children will allow neither 
conditions nor people to rob them of joy and peace. 

205 5th St. 
Farwell, TX 79325 
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Houston College of the Bible 

Sunday, June 18 

Lectures 
"Isaiah, Volume 1" 

-June 18-21, 1995-

David P. Brown, Director 

9:30 a.m ................................ Isaiah Introduces His Book ......................................................................................... Bob Berard 
10:30 a.m . ............................... Jerusalem from Three Perspectives ....................................................................... Dub McClish 
2:00 p.m ............................... A Denunciation, the Messianic Age, and Vengeance ......................................... Marion Fox 
3:00 p.m ....... ........................ A Foolish Reliance and God's Protection .............................................................. Tyler Young 
6:00 p.m ............................... Hezekiah's Illness and Judah's Captivity ................................................. Keith A. Mosher Sr. 
7:00 p.m ............................... Sennacherib's Invasion ...................................................................................... .. ...... Mac Deaver 

Monday, June 19 
9:00 a.m ................................ Modernism's Attack on Isaiah ........................................................................... David P. Brown 

10:00 a.m ................................ Prophecies of Jerusalem, Shebna, and Tyre ........................................................ Roelf Ruffner 
11:00 a.m ................................ Isaiah's First Vision and His Commission .............................................................. Lester Kamp 
1:30 p.m . .............................. Jerusalem's Stupidity, Humiliation, and Deliverance ..................................... Randall Morris 
2:30 p.m ............................... Damascus and Israel Judged ................................................................................ Bob Patterson 

What Does God Want Me to Do? (ladies only) ......................................................... Vada Rice 
3:30 p.m ............................... Another View of the Messianic Age ............................................................................. Gus Eoff 
7:00 p.m ............................... Attacks and Prophecies ........................................................................................ Darrell Conley 
8:00 p.m ............................... A Psalm of Thanksgiving for Redemption ............................................ H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Tuesday, June 2.0 
9:00 a.m ................................ Messiah's Reign and the Jews Return from Exile ............................................. Eddie Whitten 

10:00 a.m ................................ Judah and Jerusalem Arraigned .............................................................................. Ira Y. Rice Jr. 
11 :00 a.m ................................ Babylon's Downfall ........................................................................................... Noah Hackworth 
1:30 p.m . .............................. Thanksgiving, Exhortation, and Return from Captivity ....................................... Robin Haley 
2:30 p.m . .............................. Moab's Judgmen t .............................................................................................. Michael Hatcher 

Discerning Between Good and Evil (ladies only) ...................................................... Vada Rice 
3:30 p.m ............................... The Future Blessings of the Ransomed Exi les ................................................... Roy C. Deaver 
5:00 p.m . .............................. Roy C. Deaver Honored at Houston College of the Bible Banquet 
7:00 p.m ............................... Doom and Judgment .............................................................................................. Ronnie Hayes 
8:00 p.m ............................... God Speaks of Ethiopia and Egypt .................................................................. Lindell Mitchell 

Wednesday, June 2.1 
9:00a.m ................................ Warnings, Scoffers, and a Parable ....................................................................... Barry Hatcher 

10:00 a.m ................................ lmmanuel Prophesied ................................................................................................ David Baker 
11 :00 a.m . ............................... Israel's Doom Declared .......................................................................................... Andy McClish 
1 :30 p.m ............................... An Invader Condemned and a Promise of Deliverance ............................ Terry H ightower 
2:30 p.m ............................... God's Indignation Against All the Nations ........................................................... M. L. Sexton 
3:30p.m . ........................... ... Judgment, Pleading, Deliverance, and Thanksgiving ............................... Royce Williamson 
7:00p.m . .......................... .... The Virgin Birth of Christ ............................................................................................. Tom Bright 
8:00 p.m ............................... Isaiah in the Eternal Purpose of God ........................................................................... Paul Sa in 
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Potpourri ... 
Obituary 

fl Kenneth R. Badgett, a faithful servant of the 
Lord for over 50 years died Mar. 1, 1995, after a 
lengthy illness. He is survived by his wife of 4 7 years, 
the former Lula Mae Starnes; three daughters: 
Margie Rhodes of Tucson, Ariz.; Anita McCracken 
of Brookville, Penn.; and Beth Voss of Sugar land, 
Texas. He was a graduate of Abilene Christian Uni
versity. His sacrificial labors will be remembered. His 
wife resides at 5 Clark St., Brookville, Penn. 15825. 

Do We Break God's Laws, or Do His Laws 
Break Us? 

fl Joel Beliz says that "breaking God's law is a 
risky thing to do .... Try breaking God's law of grav
ity, for example, and you will discover with alarming 
immediacy the seriousness of your error. Break his 
laws of sexuality, and it may take a while longer to 
discover the penalty for your disobedience. Either 

Second Annual 
Bighorn Mountain Lectureship 

"Some Basic Tenets of Christianity" 

-June 30-July 2, 1995-
••••• 

Host Congregation 
Northside Church of Christ • Sheridan, Wyoming 

••••• 
12 men from 9 states will speak 23 times on subjects vital to 

becoming a Christian and living the Christian life. 

Participants Include: 
James W. Boyd Harrell D. Davidson 
Melvin Elliott Dean Fugett 
Gilbert Gough Dennis Hatchett 
Ward Jones Bill Lockwood 
Rick Popejoy Oran Rhodes 
Garland Robinson Kevin Rulz 

••••• 
All meetings will be held in the Diamond-Sibley Room of the 

Convention Center at the Holiday Inn in Sheridan. 

Activities begin at 8:30 a.m. Friday, June 30. 
The last lecture will be Sunday, July 2 at 4:05 p.m. 

We will not produce a lectureship book. 
••••• 

For further Information 
Charles A. Pledge 

7 W. Colorado • Sheridan, Wyoming 82801-5135 
(307) 672-7903 

way, make no mistake, God's law cannot be broken 
without serious consequence. If you don't pay now, 
you will pay later." We reap what we sow (Gal. 6:7). 

God with Us 
0 Robert Mears in discussing his experience in 

opposing abortion said that he carried a sign reading: 
"1 esus loves you ... and your baby." The reverse side 
said, "Live and let live." Those favoring abortion 
seem to have adopted: "The woman's right to choose 
death for her baby, the liberation of society from old
fashioned ideas about right and wrong." 

How About That? 
0 "No clothes, no tan lines, no obstacles: Dade 

County's only nude public beach has installed a 
wheelchair ramp that has disabled-member sunbath
ers tickled pink all over (lead of Associated Press 
story celebrating the ramp). 

0 Jonathan Alter says, "The Clintons complain 
that they have been punished for keeping their family 
intact. Had they simply divorced, Clinton's sex life 
wouldn't have been an issue" (Newsweek). 
Virtue 

0 "Why can't you teach kids to say no, like we 
do with drugs?" is a common conservative response 
to condom-happy sex education. Kids should never 
say "yes" to drugs; there will come a time when it is 
appropriate to say yes to love, marriage, and sex . 
Rather than merely scaring girls with warning of 
boys' malicious intent and screaming babies' de
mands, a new abstinence program in Massachusetts 
is taking a positive approach. The Art of Loving Well 
is a 343-page anthology of stories and poems about 
love, marriage, and family life, drawing on sources 
from Greek fables to Shakespeare to Ozzie and 
Harriet .... Mter taking the course only 8 percent of 
eighth-grade virgins had become sexually active, 
compared with 28 percent of all other girls. One 13-
year-old said, "I'm glad I never gave in. And now I 
know I don't want to. I want to wait." 

Lady Margaret 
$ The former Prime Minister of Great Britain, 

Margaret Thatcher, in a recent speech made some 
incisive remarks. She said John Adams, second presi
dent of the United States, wrote in 1789, "Our Con-
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stitution was designed only for a moral and religious 
people. It is wholly inadequate for the government of 
any other." She quoted John Win thorp as saying, 
"We shall be a City upon a hill." He insisted that "we 
must learn to live as God intended." Baroness 
Thatcher declared: "The Ten Commandments, ... the 
sermon on the Mount, and the Golden Rule made 
Americans feel precious - and also accountable -
for the way in which they used their God-given tal
ents. They shared a deep sense of obligation to one 
another .... So long as freedom, that is, freedom, with 
responsibility, is grounded in morality and religion, it 
will last far longer than the kind that is grounded 
only in the abstract, philosophical notions. Of 
course, many foes of morality and religion have at
tempted to argue that new scientific discoveries have 
made belief in God obsolete, but what they actually 
demonstrate is the remarkable and unique nature of 
man and the universe. It is not hard to believe that 
these gifts were given by a divine Creator, who alone 
can unlock the secrets of the universe." 

More Thatcher 
0 The former Prime Minister of England said: 

"The communists viewed religion as 'the opiate of 
the people.' They seized Bibles as well as all other 
private property at gun point and murdered at least 
10 million souls in the process. Thus 20th-century 
Russia entered into the greatest experiment in gov
ernment and atheism the world had ever seen, just as 
America several centuries earlier had entered into the 
world's greatest experiment in freedom and faith .... 
Communism denied all the Judeo-Christian tradition 
taught about individual worth, human dignity, and 

Midwestern 
school of Preaching 

o 2-year course of study 

~ 
o Study entire Bible text 
o Practical and foundational fields 

fully covered 
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moral responsibility. It was not surprising that it col
lapsed after a relatively brief existence. It could not 
survive more than a few generations because it de
nied human nature, which is fundamentally moral 
and spiritual. ... There was no such thing as truth in 
the communist system." Mrs. Thatcher pointed out 
that equality is based on law. She asserted, "Once 
again, it is important to note that the free societies of 
America and Great Britain derive such foundation 
[truth and right] from a biblical ethic." 

Right On 
0 "The nexus of all ethics is truth, and yet a 

chief executive officer today is constantly being told 
by his lawyers, his public relations people and others 
that 'You can't say that"' (Robert Eaton, Chairman 
and CEO Chrysler Corp.). 

Angela Davis 
0 The University of California Santa Cruz 

named Angela Davis to the prestigious Presidential 
Chair- the highest honor the university can bestow. 
What can university officials be thinking? Angela 
Davis' 15 minutes of fame came when she was re
vealed as the source of the guns that Jonathan Jack
son used in his bloody 1970 assault on the Marin 
County Courthouse in an effort to free his psycho
pathic brother (and Davis' "revolutionary lover" 
George Jackson) from Soledad Prison. 

Jonathan Jackson blew Superior Court Judge 
Harold Haley's head off with a shotgun during the 
action. Davis owned the gun, but her finger was not 
on the trigger so she was acquitted. Angela Davis' 
first and only allegiance was to the Communist party. 

Say Again 
0 Paul Davies quit the Anglican Church as a 

teenager, convinced that "science offers a surer path 
to God than religion." The 48-year-old physicist's 
studies of the origins of the universe led him to con
clude: "The world is not only ordered but ordered in 
an intelligible way." Recently Davies won the $1 mil
lion Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion for 
breaching the barrier between religion and science. 
Yet, he is not religious. "I hesitate to use the word 
God," he said, "but ... I have come to the conclusion 
that there is some purpose to it." 

Bawl, Baby, Bawl 
0 It's crying time. Italians have reported in the 

past two months five cases of blood, or tears stream
ing from sacred Roman Catholic images. A ceramic 
mural of Padre Pio in Salerno was removed after 



countless pilgrims flocked to see the priest 's ribs 
bleed. In an effort to undermine a plaster Madonna 
in Civitavecchia that allegedly cried blood, a con
sumer group made a statue that cries and bleeds by 
remote control. 

Confession Is Good for the Soul 
@ "He says he regrets any mistakes he has made. 

So do I" (Bill Clinton, on e thical allegations facing 
Housing Secretary Henry Cisneros) . 

@ "There's something very seductive about the 
ease of panhandling" (Gertrude, who begs for money 
in New York City and calls herself Mother Teresa of 
Aqueduct, said on PBS's The Begging Game she gar
ners the most cash w hen people think she is praying) . 

Spooky 
@ David Chilton reports that he recently wrote 

to two teenage girls who were fl irting with occultism 
(attempting to communicate with ghosts). H e said to 
the young ladies, "What you've been doing is very 
dangerous, not only because demons themselves are 
dangerous, but because God is dangerous, too. What 
you've been doing is witchcraft and God forbids it: 
"Give no regard to mediums and familiar spiri ts; do 
not seek them to be defiled by them: I am the Lord 

NOW READY! 
Lambert VBS Kits For '95 

Written and Published by Faithful Members of the Church. 
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Published By 

Lambert Book House, Inc. 
Call 1-800-551-8511 For Your Closest Bookstore. 

your God" (Lev. 19:31). God says in Galatians 5:19-
21 that "those who practice such things will not in
herit the kingdom of God." 

W hat to do about sin? Repent! "If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh
teousness" (1 John 1:8-9). The Greek word for con
fess means to say the same thing. In other words, we 
say the same thing about our sin that God says about 
it- that it's sin. The Bible says there is only one way 
out: to confess and forsake it. 

Post-modernism 
@ Academic relativism has entered the roam

stream of the culture. The word argument now con
notes not a logical process aiming at agreement, but a 
fight. Cynicism about reason is taught in schools, in 
which members of the debate team have to prepare 
equally valid arguments on both sides of an issue .... 
Nevertheless, Christians m ust recover the art of rea
son. The decline in thinking has been accompanied 
by a decline in theology. C hris tians must not just 
watch television for their news and ideas - they 
need to read. Reason must be more than a spectator 
sport (comment on the McLaughlin Show). 

Good Point 
@ G.K. Chesterton's Orthodoxy, written in 

1908 is a classic book of reader-friendly apologetics. 
The succinctness of his prose is indicated by his reply 
to a request by the London Times for an essay on the 
topic, "What's Wrong With the World?" Chesterton 
responded, "Dear Sirs: I am. Sincerely yours, G.K. 
Chesterton. 

Come to think of it you could give the same re
sponse if someone asked you to prove the existence 
of God. 

Boy George 
·:9} George Stephanopolous, adviser to the presi

dent, told an approving crowd at Yale: "More gay 
men and lesbians are serving at the highest levels of 
the federal government, openly and proudly. It's 
never happened before; it's happening under Bill 
C linton." 

High Diving 
® U.S. diving gold medalist, Greg Louganis, 

knew that he was HIV positive in 1988 at the Seoul 
Olympics when he cut his forehead on a diving board 
accident and allowed an unaware doctor to stitch the 
wound without using protective gloves. 
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Good Example 
0 Polio left him a quadriplegic at 14, but Ed 

Roberts refused to give up. He talked his way into the 
University of California at Berkeley, where he lived 
in Cowell Hospital, and slept at night in an iron lung. 
"Helpless Cripple Attends UC Classes" said one 
headline. Mter teaching political science at Berkeley, 
Roberts ran California's Department of Rehabilita
tion. His disability never held him back. He knew 
that it was the paternalism of others, more than his 
own disability that held him back. He married and 
fathered a son, Lee, now 17, and started an Oakland
based disability think tank. He succumbed to a fatal 
heart attack in late March. 

Bravo, Doctor 
0 Thomas Theocarides has given fair warning; 

after a one-year grace period, he will no longer pre
scribe contraceptives for his unmarried patients. "A 
single woman who is sexually active exposes herself 
to serious health risks," his letter to patients stated. "I 
have come to see that prescribing any contraceptive 
method ... to single women encourages or condones 
sexual intercourse - a potentially deadly activity." It 
cost him some patients (World, Jan. 28, 1995). 

The 
"Core/Boll's Eye 

Gospel" 
Concept 
Refuted 

br 
-Curtis A. Cates-

;;',1 
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I have just completed the reading of the recently pub
lished book entitled The Core/Bull's Eye Gospel Concept Re
futed. The author of the book is Curtis A. Cates, Ed.D, who, 
some years ago. was a young, dedicated student of mine. 

To be very frank, I was/and am unprepared, and sick at 
heart, to leam of the holdings of certain prominent evangelists 
of our brethren in Christ. In my personal judgment. this book by 
brother Cates should be read by all brethren - especially el
ders and ministers - the brotherhood over. 

May all who read be moved to stand fast in the truth and 
give opposition to such dogma. 

Rex A. Turner Sr. 

~~~;;~&t(tllitl~1~~} 
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Thank You, Too 
0 "I don't know how you got my address, ... but 

I am very glad you did. Thank you for the trial sub
scription ... thank you for your very good publica
tion. I have been a member of the church of my Lord 
since my youth. I have noticed the decline of plain, 
vanilla truth being proclaimed from pulpit and class
room. I am a diligent student of the Word of God and 
support Bible-based, thus-saith-the-Lord preaching. I 
support your efforts to send out a publication that 
preaches truth and exposes error without apology" 
OT, Houston, Texas). 

In Virginia 
0 A female doctor, arrested on suspicion of 

drunk driving, screams obscenities, tries to kick a state 
trooper in the groin, upends the Breathalyser table, 
fails the sobriety test- is found innocent due to PMS. 

Wedding Bells 
0 A coalition of Episcopal leaders has written 

and recommends a gender-neutral "Rite for Commit
ment to Life Together." Hand in hand two men, or 
two women, say to each other: "I ... take you ... to 
have and to hold from this day forward, to love and to 
cherish as my companion, lover and friend. Amen." 

Monsters, Monsters, Everywhere 
0 There was once a family who had a trap door 

in their living room. Each day the children would 
open it. In would climb all sorts of strange people, 
who would show the children unusual sights and bi
zarre practices. They might have sex in front of them, 
or hurt each other very seriously. Sometimes the chil
dren would follow these people out the door and 
wander to all corners of the world with them. The 
parents uttered not a word of complaint. "At least the 
children will leave us alone," they murmured. Ap'olo
gies to Bill Bennett and The Book of Virtues, but this 
little tale is about the television set. And many of us 
don't worry that the electronic baby-sitter is molding 
our children's souls every day. One small way of be
ing vigilant is by familiarizing oneself with the gen
eral tendencies of popular programs and restricting 
viewing accordingly. The Media Research Center has 
produced a helpful Parents Guide to Prime Time Tele
vision, featuring a concise summary and traffic-light 
signals, red, yellow, or green, for various programs. 
Write to Publications Department, Media Research 
Center, 113 S. West Street, Alexandria, VA22314, or 
call 703-683-9733; and mind the door (Source: Na
tional Review, Jan. 23, 1995). 
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Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
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Western Ohio VaHey Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 
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Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 

Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. -Oklahoma-
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary (407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. minister. 787-5814. 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. 

-Oregon-Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
(907) 456-4921• p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. Gladstone- 225 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

p.m., call 789-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

-Arkansas-

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
- Pennsylvania -

9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. Memorial Dr., Decamr, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Form
dation Lectureship. 

- California -
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Indiana- - South Carolina -
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S.MainSt., 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 

Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184,722-1871. 

-Tennessee-

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. Virginia- Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. 20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 

Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

central 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

-Missouri-
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-

Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866, 334-3757. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell 
Braking, evangelist. 

-Montana-

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
minister. N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 

- North Carolina -
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith." 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
Davidson, minister. 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
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Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. {713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 
Karla St., 76053. {817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. {713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. {Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, 
1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. {409) 265-4256. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl 
G. Hecker, preacher •••••• 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. {210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Terry M. Hightower, preacher. . .... 
San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. {210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
(703) 382-7777. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. 1h mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
{Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. {703) 
637-4244: {703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., Loran Gearha~ ~~~>. 634-3040 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz {307) 672-6110. 
Dooley, ministers. minister. {703) 382-7837. 

Save 20% oR the price listed 
• My Wonderful Salvation by Harvey Childress ................................................................. $2.50 
• Church-Sponsored Missions by Phillip W. Elkins ........................................................... $3.00 
• Sanctification and the Christian by Jeanette Kee ........................................................... $4.00 
• The Witnesses Jehovah by Dewey Fogerson ................................................................. $4.00 
• The Ten Commandments, Yesterday and Today by Burton Coffman ............................. $4.50 
• Putting the Pearls in Place by Bill Stewart ...................................................................... $4.00 

Order from the Firm Foundation 
toll-free 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. 

We will send the books and bill you 20% off the price listed plus shipping. 

• The World Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) ................................................ $3.00 
··Beautiful Star (13-lesson study of the book of Esther) ............................................. $2.25 
• Take a Little Honey with You and Other Sennons (kindness in living) .••.•.•..•..••• $2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) ....................................... $2.00 
• 5 Minutes with the Master (50 5-minute sennons) ................................................... $2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It ...................................................... $2.00 
• Great Words of the Bible, VoL 1 (study of 13 Bible words) .................................... $2.50 
• Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 2 (study of 13 more Bible words) .......................... $2.50 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson study) .................................................................. $1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson study) .............................................. $2.00 

- Some of brother Smith's books have aged, but the message they proclaim will never grow old.-

$11.95 per set plus shipping. 
Books sold inditliduall, for the price listed plus shipping. 
Please send no money. We will bill you for your onler. 
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Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
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Preachers Wanted 
Moline Church of Christ, 4000 48th St., Moline, 
IL 61265. Congregation membership (90+), no 
elders, needs full-time pulpit minister. Mature age, 
good leadership qualities, personal work experience 
in church and community, active with young 
people. Please contact search committee: Paul 
Trammel (309) 762-7097 or Dave Kirchner (309) 
787-2478. 

Preacher experienced in personal evangelism to 
work on an interim basis with a 350-member 
congregation. Plans are for eventual assignment, 
with full support, to a mission point in southern 
Missouri. Send r«!sum«!, tape, and picture to Elders, 
Highland Church of Christ, 1601 Highland Dr., 
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901. Phone (314) 785-2679. 

Preacher wanted: Established congregation in 
Central Valley of Calif. is seeking a minister. Must 
be grounded in the faith and sound doctrine of 
Christ. If interested, please contact: Larry Mixon 
(805) 327-2054, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or (805) 399-5995 
after 5 p.m. 

Wanted: Full-time preacher for a small conservative 
congregation of 40 members. Salary and house 
provided. Send r~sum~, references, tape, and picture 
to Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., Dayton, 
OH 45431 

Parker, Colorado. We are looking for a full-time 
preacher to help us evangelize a rapidly growing 
community that is located just outside of Metro
Denver. We are a congregation of 40, and are self 
supporting. Applicants must be conservative and 
have a proven soul-winning r~sum~. Contact Jim 
Taylor (303) 799-4664; Allan Banta (303) 841-
7594, or Chuck Boerner (303) 755-5925 for further 
information. 

The Keller Church of Christ in Texas is searching 
for a new pulpit minister. We are a congregation 
of 350 on the outskirts of the Dallas/Ft. Worth 
Metroplex in a very fast-growing area. If interested, 
please send your r«!sum~ and an audio/video tape 
to Keller Church of Christ, P.O. Box 179, Keller, 
TX 76248. 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send r~sum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-
2554 

Preacher with partial support needed at Saline 
Church of Christ, Saline, MI. Must be doctrinally 
sound with no liberal leanings. Preacher's home, 
utilities, and partial support provided. Send r~sume 
(Attn. Jeff) to Saline Church of Christ, 7300 E. 
Michigan Ave., Saline MI 48176 or call (313) 439-
2720. 

Small congregation looking for a conservative 
preacher, grounded in the truth. Would need partial 
support. 2-BR house with basement provided. Send 
resume and/or tape to Westside Church of Christ, 
1625 N. 7th St., Arkansas City, KS 67005. 

Evangelist wanted: Small congregation of both 
hearing and deaf members needs sound gospel 
preacher who respects authority of the Bible. Must 
be fluent in ASL. Call Jerry Head (512) 263-5560 
or (512) 448-6923 (messages only) or send resum«! 
to Church of Christ for the Deaf, 1500 Newton, 
Austin, TX 78704. 

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife teaching team. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting time, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 
tape, r«!sum«!, and family picture to Church of 
Christ, Box J, Del Norte, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Preachers Available 
Gospel preacher of 22 yrs. seeks congregation that 
can't afford a full-time preacher. 1973 Brown Trail 
School of Preaching graduate, retired from Air 
Force, 1970. If I can be of help to you please call: 
Tom Lucas, (817) 428-3507 or write: 6453 
HighviewTerrace, Watauga, TX 76148 (Ft. Worth 
area). References on request. 

Preacher available. I would like to return to full
time preaching. 57 years old, School of Preaching 
and Okla. Christian graduate. You may write me: 
Max Reed, 2012 3400 Ave., Chapman, KS 67431, 
or call (913) 238-4283. 

Preacher available. Dennis Crecelius, Box 476, Italy, 
TX 76651. (214) 483-7523. 

Preacher, 57, married, wants to relocate inN. TX 
or S. OK with sound congregation of 50-80 
members. M.A. from ACU in 1964. 16 years in 
mission field of S. Louisiana. For resum«!, references 
or other info, write to Jerry A. Price, 331 S. 4th, 
Eunice LA 70535 or call (318) 546-0347. 

For Sale 
Deaver-Yoder debate- a debate on the work and 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit by Weyland Deaver 
and Gil Yoder with appendices by Roy Deaver, 
Mac Deaver, Ron Cosby, and Wayne Price. $8.00 
plus $1.50 S/H. Order from Gil Yoder, 3045 W. 
Victor Ave., Visalia, CA 93277 or call (209) 732-
7515. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Providence of God -
$15.00, plus $2.00 shipping & handling. The Minor 
Prophets- $12.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. 
Order from POWER Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

---

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $50,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230. 

Oak pews, 12-15 ft. length, 8-10ft. long, all padded 
except 4. In good condition. Contact Robertson 
County Church of Christ, 2980 Highway 41 South, 
Springfield, TN 37172. (615) 643-1021. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Special offer. $6.00, including S&H. Four Gospels 
Compared - complete text of all books arranged 
in chronological order, under 390 topical headings. 
Graham Stanfill, 13627 Falba, Houston, TX 77070-
3808, (713) 955-0007. 

Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely clear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal 
for Bible classes for all ages and for cottage 
evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and 
power of New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending $11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 
1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

Miscellaneous 
Free church pews. Duluth MN 55811 (218) 722-
1984. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An easy, 
enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or 
more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write· for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD· 20851. 

Mel A. Hutzler Jr., will be attending the Southwest 
School of Bible Studies for 2 years, fall 1995. 
Encountering strong resistance from Catholic 
family. Needing financial assistance. R~sum~ 
available on request. 31161 Bulverde Hills Dr., 
Bulverde, TX 78163. (210) 980-7837. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for you retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Callt-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 
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SouTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2486 

_"Training Men to Preach in Spirit and in Truth Since 1978" 

Reasons You Should Consider Southwest: 
• Southwest offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training. 
• Southwest course credits are accepted at select Christian universities. 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. 
• Southwest is staffed by a well-qualified and experienced Bible faculty. 
• Southwest requires 72 Bible courses for graduation. 
• Southwest now offers one of the finest Bible research libraries. 
• Southwest offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Southwest provides the Christian Woman's Studies program for students' wives. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in expository preaching. 
• Southwest provides two courses in debate - principles and methods. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in the biblical languages. 
• Southwest provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in research and writing. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in English grammar. 
• Southwest is fully approved to issue I-20 forms to accepted foreign students. 
• Southwest is tuition. free- V. A. benefits- Limited scholarships available. 
• Southwest is ready to mail. you an information packet - Call or write today! 

Joseph D. Meador, Director, Faculty of Old Testament; 
Gary Colley, Faculh; of Bible and Preaching; Carl Garner, Faculhj of Bible; 

John Moore, Faculty of New Testament; AI Macias, Faculty of Bible; Tim Ayers, Faculty of Bible 

Applications are now being accepted for the new 1995-1996 school year which begins in August 1995. 
Home-school students are encouraged to apply. 

- A friendly welcome awaits incoming students-
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ACU and Misbegotten Education 
(On February 20, 1995, Gaston Cogdell of 

Covington, Kentucky, wrote a letter to Royce Money, 
President of Abilene Christian University. Because of 
the length of the letter, we will not have space to print 
all of it; because of the importance of the letter, we 
must print some of it. If you desire a copy of the entire 
letter, it will be sent to you uppn request to the Firm 
Foundation. The background for the letter is that on 
November 1-3, 1994, Abilene Christian University 
hosted Forum Twelve. The program presented favor
ably and defended forcefully the idea that it is not sin
ful to use m echanical instruments of music in worship 
of God. Gaston Cogdell was present and pleaded for 
time on the program to show the grievous sin of using 
instruments of music in worship of God. His request 
fell on deaf ears. H e was later told by Dr. Money that 
the program in Abilene was balanced and fair. Brother 
Cogdell responded w ith a letter, excerpts from which 

follow.) 

D ear Dr. Money, 
On November 1-3 [1994], ACU sponsored 
Rubel Shelly and the Restoration Forum XII 

in the dissemination of gross doctrinal error concern
ing the use of instrumental music in worship; [error 
was also taught] concerning the meaning of Romans 
14:1 to 15:13 . ... You have denied my repeated re
quest that you grant equal time to those of us who 
have an opposite viewpoint from that expressed by 
Rubel Shelly and the Restoration Forum. 

Your denial of my request is incredible .... We are 
only asking that you observe what the whole world 

recognizes as the most elemental rule of fair play, i.e., 
the granting of equal time to proponents and oppo
nents .... 

There are other compelling reasons why "the 
other side" needs to be presented .... (1.) The prin
ciples under discussion are of profound and far
reaching importance, ... fo r these principles have to 
do with the most fundamental teachings of the Word 
of God, w ith the terms of one's entrance into and 
remaining in the Church of Christ, and with eternal 
destiny. Woe be to those entrusted with the guidance 
of the youth whose parents send them to ACU 
for instruction if they are instructed wrongly. .. . 
(2.) The viewpoint of Rubel Shelly and of the Resto
ration Forum XII concerning the use of mechanical 
music in worship contradicts the plain teaching 
of Jesus ... . I passed out a paper on Why It Is a Sin to 
Use Instrumental Music in Worship. I gave you a 
copy. Do you disagree with it, and if so, where? (3.) 
The viewpoint expressed by the Restoration Forum 
XII and by Rubel Shelly is contrary to the viewpoint 
of the Churches of Christ as expressed by their lead
ers .... In refusing to grant representatives of the 
Churches of Christ which have remained faithful to 
the Word an opportunity to voice opposing view
points to Shelly and the Forum, ACU is shutting the 
door on the part of the body of Christ which ACU 
was originally brought into being to serve .... (4.) The 
views expressed by Rubel Shelly and the Restoration 
Forum XII are directly contrary to what the founders 
of ACU intended for the college to propagate. In 
fact, ACU ... [was] founded precisely because [its] 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Unremarkable 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Adebate rages over whether the sinner is 
saved by grace or by law. The central 
question in this discussion is: "Does 

grace dispense with law and does faith exclude 
works?" The grace-only advocates sneer at law 
and works. No one says that obedience makes 
grace unnecessary. Roman Catholics say that 
babies are to be baptized to receive the remis
sion of sins even though babies cannot believe, 
and by this teaching claim that one is saved by baptism without 
faith, or by works alone. 

K.C. Mosher was so fearful that someone might brag about his 
salvation he denied the importance of obedience. Mosher wrote: 

Not only are works not associated with grace, they are ex
pressly ruled out. 

For by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, that no man should 
glory (Eph. 2:8-9). 

Now to him that worketh, t he reward is not reckoned as of 
grace, but as of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth 
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is reckoned for righ
teousness (Rom. 4:4-5). 

But if it is by grace, it is no more of works: otherwise grace is 
no more grace (Rom. 11 :6). 

Notice the words 'not of works' in the first passage, as well as 
the universal principle in the second that work excludes grace. And 
in the th ird it is found that grace excludes works. This is so because 
the principle of grace and the principle of works are not compat
ible. W hile grace points to what God does for man, works point to 
what man does for himself. These two principles are everywhere 
represented as exact opposites (The Way of Salvation, p. 36). 

Mosher's reasoning is unquestionably faulty because if carried 
to its conclusion would forbid all works of obedience. Submission 
to the commands given to us in the Holy Scriptures is a condition 
of salvation. 

Jesus said that only those who "do the will of my father" are 
acceptable (Matt. 7 :21-27). 

Jesus authors eternal salvation to those who obey him 
(Heb. 5 :9). 

Those who "obey not the gospel" will be punished with ever
lasting destruction (2 Thess. 1:7-8). 

Faith without works is dead and cannot please God. Demons 
believe and tremble at the thought of judgment and vengeance 
Games 2:17, 19, 20, 26). 



We, therefore, must conclude that a person may be wholly 
sunk in the iniquity of his sins, die the death of a dog, and be cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, though he believes that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God and the King of Israel. We must deduce 
this because "faith without works is dead." The demons of Gadara 
knew Jesus was the Son of God but were, nevertheless, demons 
(Mark 5; Luke 8). 

There is something for man to do. Grace does not excuse us 
from keeping the commandments of God, nor does it dispense 
with law. Peter tells us to "save yourselves from this crooked gen
eration" (Acts 2:40). Paul tells us to "work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling" (Phil. 2: 12). 

Paul says that "if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the 
law" (Gal. 5:18). The apostle has the law of Moses in mind, but is 
he saying that it is inconsistent with being led by the Spirit to be 
under law - any law? Some say that grace and law are mutually 
exclusive. 

It is a mistake to array one set of Bible verses against another 
group of Bible verses as if to say that you may take your pick, or 
that one verse of Scripture cancels another verse. The problem is 
not in the inspired teaching but in our failure to understand what 
the Bible says to us. The surest way to misunderstand the Bible is to 
approach it with prejudice. 

Since the Bible is the very Word of very God, it cannot contra
dict itself. We must study more deeply and with open eyes to know 
how these principles compliment and enforce each other. To do 
this, we must lay aside preconceived ideas and "will to do his will." 

A key passage in understanding the right relationship between 
grace, law, faith, and works is Romans 3:27 where Paul wrote: 
"Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? 
Nay: but by the law of faith." 

The verse speaks of two laws - the law of works and the law 
of faith. Law is "a rule of conduct or procedure established by cus
tom, agreement, or authority." Law is commands, rules, require
ments, statutes, legislation. There is a law of works, and there is 
also a law of faith. One is as much law as the other. We must under
stand the word law in "law of works" in that same way we must 
understand law in the phrase "law of faith." We may not- should 
not - apply different meanings to the same word in a given con-
text. 

Law of Works 

In the beginning, God gave a moral law. Jehovah gave commands 
to Adam. He required Eden to be dressed and kept. He told his 
human creature to be fruitful and multiply and have dominion over 
fish, fowl and beast. He also commanded Adam and Eve to abstain 
from the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

In addition, God gave man the innate ability to know right 
from wrong. Some things are inherently right, and other things are 
inherently wrong. This is a sensibility created in man. It is not that 
man can decide good and evil without information from God, but 
it is that God made this a part of the nature of man. 
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"But I see another law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members" 
(Rom. 7:23). The mind (spirit) hungers for righteous
ness, but the flesh (law in my members) fights against 
that holy desire and brings us under the law of sin 
and death. The mind knows what is right and under
stands what is wrong. 

For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, 
do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these, having not the law, are a law unto them
selves: Which show the work of the ·law written 
in their hearts, their conscience also bearing wit
ness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing 
or else excusing one another (Rom. 2: 14-15). 

When Cain killed Abel, he was condemned. 
Why? What law did he violate? Law existed from 
creation to the giving of the law of Moses, but it was 
not written law. Still, it was law. Paul says, "Sin is not 
imputed when there is no law" (Rom. 5:13 ). He also 
says that until the giving of the Mosaic Law (written 
law) sin was in the world (Rom. 5:13). Therefore, 
law for human conduct was in the world in the ab
sence of a written law, since sin is a violation of the 
law, and sin was imputed from the beginning. It ines
capably follows that God gave a moral code by mak
ing his rule of right and wrong a part of man's nature. 
This is not· morality apart from God, seeing that God 
is the source of that unwritten law. 

Some laws of God are perpetual. God made a 
rule that women must bear children in labor and tra
vail, and that rule has never been repealed. God ap
pointed that man is to earn his bread in the sweat of 
his face and that rule continues. God said, "Whoso
ever sheddeth man's blood, by man shall ~is blood be 
shed" (Gen. 9:6). Murder is wrong because man is 
made in the image of God (Gen. 9:6). Man has been 
in the image of God from the beginning and will con
tinue to be in his image until the end. Therefore, this 
is an eternal law. It was not written originally but was 
spoken. Moses recorded the information that God 
said this to Noah many years after it was said. 

If a person could keep the moral law of God flaw
lessly, that person would be saved by a law of works. 
If a person never sins, that person is never lost. Ba
bies are a case in point. All who reach maturity, sin 
"and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23 ). If 
one could reach adulthood without sin, like Jesus, 
then he would be saved by virtue of his conduct -
his perfect keeping of the moral law of God - and, 
therefore, could brag. He would have something to 
brag about. 
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In addition, if an accountable person could 
achieve forgiveness of sin by his own efforts apart 
from divine grace, he would be saved by his own 
works (actions). Some think it is possible to be saved 
by personal suffering or by heroic struggles of their 
own, separate and apart from obedience to divine 
precepts. Paul addressed this when he wrote: 

Handle not, nor taste, nor touch (all which 
things are to perish with the using), after the pre
cepts and doctrines of men? Which things have 
indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship, and 
humility, and severity to the body; but are not of 
any value against the indulgence of the flesh 
(Col. 2:21-23). 

Humans can neither bri~g about their own salva
tion nor perfect themselves before God by austerities 
prescribed by men- after the precepts and doctrines 
of men. Man cannot devise. his own plan of salvation, 
nor can he grow into spiritual maturity by following 
man-made laws. 

If man could live in sinless perfection all his days 
on earth, or if he could invent his own scheme of re
demption, he would have something to brag about, 
but it would not be toward God. It would be toward 
himself. Since man can neither live sinlessly nor save 
himself by obeying commandments of men, glorying 
is excluded. 

Man is helpless to remove the guilt of sin without 
the favor of the Creator. He can neither be sinless, 
nor can he devise his own means of salvation. He is 
lost and must look to a gracious God for his salva
tion. This establishes the need for grace. 

God's Unspeakable Gift 

The Greek word translated grace means "favor, 
thanks, pleasure, that which affords joy or delight, 
merciful kindness, good will and loving kindness." It 
does not mean unmerited favor, though it may be 
unmerited. · 

God foresaw man's helpless, sinful state and de
cided to do something about it. "For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but 
have eternal life" U ohn 3: 16). "Thanks be to God for 
his unspeakable gift" (2 Cor. 9: 15). 

Had it not been for divine intervention man 
would be without God, covenant, .hope, and salva
tion. Grace is prominent in human salvation, but is 
not the only factor. The blood of the cross, which is 
an expression of God's good favor, is necessary, for 
"without the shedding of blood there is no remis
sion," and "the blood of bulls and. goats cannot take 



away sin." Faith is necessary "for he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek after him." Other things 
also enter into the salvation process. Therefore, sal
vation is not by grace alone. It is not by anything 
alone. 

Law of Faith 

Paul says we have no room to brag about salvation 
because we cannot be saved by a law of works (be sin
less, or establish our own means of salvation) and are 
forced to rely upon the law of faith to be saved. The 
law of faith comes by the grace of God. 

The law of faith is law - statutes, conditions, 
provisions, rules, requirements, commandments, and 
such like. The Bible speaks of "obedience of faith" 
(Rom. 1 :5). It also mentions "the royal law," which is 
a law of love Uames 2:8); "the law of the Spirit of 
life" (Rom. 8 :2); "a law of righteousness" (Rom. 
9:31); "the law of my mind" (Rom. 7:23); and a "law 
of faith" (Rom. 3:27). 

James tells us emphatically that faith, to be living 
(saving) faith, must obey the commands of God 
Uames 2:14-26). He concludes his discussion on 
faith and works by saying, "For as the body apart 
from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from 
works is dead" Uames 2:26). This agrees with all 
Jesus and the apostles taught on the importance of 
obedience and is confirmed by how God dealt with 
people before the cross. 

No person was ever blessed on account of his faith 
until that faith expressed itself in an overt act of obe
dience. There is no exception to this in all of the Bible. 

When believers asked, "What must we do?," Pe-
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ter answered, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission 
of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 2:38). The believing, penitent Saul was 
told, "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be bap
tized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name" 
(Acts 22:16). Jesus taught, "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16: 16). 

The law of faith demands obedience to the com
mands of God. When we obey God, the law of faith 
does for us what the law of works cannot do. We are 
saved by a law of faith that comes because of the 
grace of God and not by sinlessness or obedience to 
the doctrines of men. Therefore, there is nothing to 
brag about! 

"Where then is the glorying? It is excluded. By 
what manner of law? of works? Nay: but by a law of 
faith" (Rom. 3:27). 

Reread Paul's statement to the Ephesians in the 
light of this Bible teaching: 

For by grace have ye been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; not of works, that no man should glory 
(2:8-9). 

Now to him that worketh (claims salvation by 
his own sinlessness, or seeks to be saved by aus
terities), the reward is not reckoned as of grace 
(favor), but as of debt. But to him that worketh 
not (does not depend upon his ability to live 
above sin nor seeks to be saved by obedience to 
the doctrines of men), but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith (which includes 
repentance, confession, baptism, and faithful
ness) is reckoned for righteousness (Rom. 4:4-5). 

But if it is by grace (divine favor which brings 
salvation through the law of faith that requires 
repentance, confession, baptism, and loyal ser
vice), it is no more of works (human sinlessness 
or human law): otherwise grace is no more grace 
(Rom. 11:6). 

All passages dealing with grace, law, faith, and 
salvation are fully reconciled in the light of a correct 
understanding of the teaching of Romans 3:27. To 
take the Mosher position (that grace and law exclude 
each other) puts the Bible in a hopeless state of con
fusion and contradiction. Open your eyes to behold 
the wondrous things of God's law (Psa. 119:18). Let 
us never be found among those who "kept not the 
covenant of God, and refused to walk in his law" 
(Psa. 78: 10). 
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ACU and MisbegoHen Education 
(continued from page 1) 

founders disagreed deeply and thoroughly with Prot
estantism in general and with the Christian Church in 
particular both in regard to the use of instrumental 
music and in the general cavalier approach to scrip
tural authority .... As one who listened to sermons by 
Jesse P. Sewell . . . and who sat under the teaching of 
James F. Cox, Paul Southern, Charles Heber 
Roberson, and who knew Don H. Morris very per
sonally and sat i~ his classes and went on many de
bate trips with him before he became President of 
ACU .... I know what was taught and what we who 
were trained there at ACC went forth teaching and 
preaching! And I know that what Rubel Shelly 
preached and what the Restoration Forum XII taught 
and what you and the head of the Bible Department 
at ACU teach and believe is absolutely mistaken, and 
just the opposite of what the school taught and stood 
for when I graduated there. ... When I was trying to 
get you to put me on the Restoration Forum XII pro
gram, I called my friend John C. Stevens to ask him 
to intervene on my behalf if possible .... I asked him, 
"John, don't you think it is a sin to use instrumental 
music in worship ... because the New Testament au
thorizes only a cappella singing?" He said, "Cer
tainly, and if I didn't think that, I'd say 'bring the in
strument in tomorrow.'" ... Paul Southern ... said, 
"Of course it is a sin - and no one following the 
New Testament could use it." ... It is strange beyond 
belief that the doctrinal position which underlay the 
founding of ACU ... should,' under your administra
tion, Dr. Money, and under the teaching of Dr. Ian 
Fair, be labeled "extremist ... schismatic." ... Rubel 
Shelly branded those who disfellowship those who 
use instrumental music in worship as "idolaters." ... 
And to think this was done under the auspices of 
ACU- and, of all places, at a Forum ostensibly dedi
cated to furthering the Restoration Movement. You 
and Dr. Fair ... should ... read again Frank Pack's 
piece on Instrumental Music in Worship - The Res
toration Principle (ACU, 1962) .... (5 .) We who are 
asking for equal time and sponsorship by the univer
sity for the presentation of an opposite viewpoint 
from that which was disseminated by Rubel Shelly 
and the Restoration Forum are older members of the 
Lord's Body .... Those who hold most firmly to the 
doctrinal stance of the Restoration Movement are 
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the older members of the body of the Lord. The one 
unchanging feature of the government of the Lord's 
people in every age and dispensation, and extending 
apparently to the eternal order above, is that govern
ment is vested by God into the hands of Elders, the 
"Olders," the Seniors of God's family. This was true 
in the Patriarchal Age and in the Mosaic Age. It is 
true of the Church in this age. It will apparently be 
true of God's people in eternity, because the first 
thing John saw when he was taken in the spirit into 
heaven, after seeing the throne of God, were twenty
four other thrones on which sat twenty-four elders, 
having golden crowns upon their heads, suggesting 
power and government .... We seniors of the Lord's 
Church have borne the burden and heat of the day, ... 
when we perceive a clear and present danger to the 
well-being of the City of God, have a duty and obli
gation to speak out and warn that we are endan
gered. . .. You who control the "podium and public 
address system" have the grave duty to allow us to 
speak - to give us the same privilege you gave the 
purveyors of error and falsehood. (6.) In this request 
for equal time ... I am speaking for a whole genera
tion and class of Alumni and long-time supporters of 
ACU- members of the body of Christ who went to 
ACU because their families were passion·ately com
mitted to the New Testament Church and to New 
Testament Christianity .... We have supported the 
school and sent our children there .... It pains us all 
deeply that you, the President of our Alma Mater, 
and the head of your Bible Department, and others 
with whom you have surrounded yourself, should 
support apostasy ... as voiced by Rubel Shelly and by 
his magazine, Wineskins, which ACU helps to subsi
dize by its advertising. It is incredible to us that after 
rolling out the red carpet for Rubel Shelly and the 
spokesmen for the Christian Church in Restoration 
Forum XII ... you should then slam the door shut on 
those who love and support the school. ... You have 
welcomed and clasped to your bosom those who 
have always and do now stand in diametrical opposi
tion to everything the school is supposed to stand for 
... and have treated as intruders and interlopers those 
of us who have given the strongest support to ACU, 
who are asking for nothing but the same treatment 
for the truth you gave to error .... 



ACU has violated its charter and its moral and 
legal contract with those who have supported it 
throughout the years. In refusing to give us an oppor
tunity to reply to Shelly, you and your advisors are 
sending us the message that you have resolutely em
barked upon a course of action contrary to the letter 
and the spirit of the expressed spiritual goa l of the 
school set forth in its Charter. Under your adminis
tration, Dr. Money, the school is on its way to be
coming a rogue institution, not answerable to its con
stituents or adhering to the guidelines set for it by its 
founders. We don't believe the Board of Trustees is 
aware of what you are doing, and we are certain that 
churches of Christ in Texas and elsewhere do not 
know of it .... 

There are egregious falsehoods which have been 
advanced in connection with this matter which must 
be confronted and corrected .... Falsehood #1. That I 
was allowed to "speak my peace" at the Restoration 
XII Forum .... The truth is that my request to be on 
the program was denied .... I was not given any time 
at all - not 20 minutes, not 15 minutes, not five 
minutes, not one minute, not one second -to speak 
to the Restoration Forum XII, ... yet it was billed as a 
"Forum." ... I am requesting that your statements and 
Dr. Bill Young's statements that I was allowed to 
speak at the Restoration Forum XII be corrected. I 
was not allowed to speak or even make an announce
ment .... Certainly I was shown every courtesy as a 
spectator of the Forum, but no courtesy as a partici
pant in even the slightest way. It was a closed shop. 

It is worth quoting a portion of my answer to that 
assertion which I made in my response to your letter 
to me of 12/19/94: "If you will name just one speaker 
on the Forum who believes that it is a sin to use in
strumental music in worship, or if you will cite just 
one speech made which said that it is a sin, and not 
merely that some who don't use it think it is a sin 
because - etc., then we will agree that the ACU Res
toration Forum was, as you alleged, a "balanced pro
gram." ... This calls for an answer, Dr. Money. You 
have not made it. 

I know that Calvin Warpula does not think that it 
is a sin to use instrumental music in worsh ip. I would 
know this from his speech made at Restoration Fo
rum XII even if he had not told me so when I asked 
him. I know that Bill Young does not consider it a sin 
to use instrumental music in worship because I asked 
him. I know Ian Fair does not consider it a sin to use 
instrumental music from his welcoming remarks to 
those in attendance at Restoration Forum XII ... . Just 

to make absolutely sure on this score, I here ask you 
the simple question: Do you believe it is a sin ... to 
use instrumental music in worship? ... This question 
is asked respectfully .... All we are asking of our Alma 
Mater is honesty and fair play. 

We repeat our closing paragraph of our letter to 
you of January 20, 1995, which you have not both
ered to acknowledge, much less answer. 

"We are again, in the name of Christ and of his 
Church, requesting an opportunity to present an op
posite viewpoint from that which was presented by 
Rubel Shelly and the Restoration Forum XII. If 
Abilene Christian University willingly allows itself to 
become the spawning ground for digression and er
ror, and the launching-pad for apostasy, and stead
fastly denies those of its supporters who wish to be 
given just an opportunity to answer the errors propa
gated by the Restoration Forum XII, the right to 
make such an answer at the University, then we 
should know it, and should let every congregation in 
the brotherhood know it. God knows it, and all will 
know it on that last great day." 

Fraternally, 

(Signed) Gaston D. Cogdell 

Sixth Annual 
Bible Lectureship 
August 2-6, 1995 

~U ' Y 'WS 
:&BO;iJY 

EYE~iYT 
e 

Church of Christ at Bybee Branch 
1165 Old Smithville Road 

P.O. Box 147 
McMinnville, TN 37110 

{615} 473·2486 

Hear these great men preach about eternity ... 
Thomas Reed, Ernest Laws, Arrion Mallory, Tom 

Holland, James Watkins, Randy Kea, Earl Edwards, 
Robert Johnson, Winfred Claiborne, Winfred Clark 

~ 

July 1995 7 
Firm Foundation 



--Don Morris~--
(Don H. Morris was for many years the president 

of Abilene Christian College -Royce Money referred 
to him as "the legendary president'' of the school. 
Gaston Cogdell in his letter to brother Money quoted 
from President Morris' address to the faculty on May 
14, 1968. We repeat the excerpt here because it dem
onstrates the shocking change the school has made 
and shows why ACU no longer deserves to be trusted 
with the keeping and training of our youth.) 

P resident Morris said: 
"To carry out the policies of Abilene Chris
tian College, to see to it that its promises are 

kept, to see to it that the proper individual officials 
and teachers are employed to keep the promises, the 
Charter of the College provides that a President shall 
be employed by the Board. He is responsible to the 
Board for the operation of the College, for its pro
motion, and for the day-to-day decisions and impres
sions made on this campus. Through the Board, the 
President is also responsible to all who believe in the 
College-who believe in it because of the promises it 
has made and because of the principles which the 
College has declared it will follow. 

"Thousands of people have acted upon these 
promises. During the past nine months, 3,394 stu
dents and their parents, probably between eight and 
ten thousand individuals, have patronized Abilene 
Christian College. These individuals have made a 
contractual agreement with the College, based upon 
the principles for which they believe the College 
stands. They have entrusted themselves (the students 
have), and the parents have entrusted their children 
to us for education, for direction, and for all-round 
development. 

"Of course the most important function of 
Abilene Christian College is educational. In our edu
cational program there are two basic functions which 
the College has set for itself. The first is academic; we 
are a college. We are morally bound to do the work 
of an institution of higher learning as best we can. 

"The other basic educational function of Abilene 
Christian College is religious. Every one of us is here 
first of all because of our religious purposes. Our 
Trustees, our National Development Council, our 
patrons, you and I - all of us - invest our time and 
money here because of this great purpose. We are 
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glad to give ourselves to this cause because of the ex
tent to which we believe in years past we have accom
plished that most important of all our purposes. 

"That purpose in which so many have invested 
their lives - the purpose, I repeat, to which so many 
of us here today have given the greater part of our 
lives (and, as the Declaration says, 'our sacred 
honor') is clearly defined in the Charter. 

"The Charter of Abilene Christian College, refer-
ring to the College, says: 

... Which shall be managed and controlled as 
hereinafter set forth by a Board of Trustees, each 
of whom shall be a member of a congregation of 
the Church of Christ, which takes the New Tes
tament as its only and sufficient rule of faith, 
worship and practice, and rejects from its faith, 
worship and practice everything not required by 
either precept or example, and which does not 
introduce into the faith, worship and practice, as 
a part of the same or as adjuncts thereto any 
supplemental organization or anything else not 
clearly and directly authorized in the New Testa
ment either by precept or example. 

"This paragraph from the Charter of Abilene 
Christian College sets the religious course of the Col
lege. The Charter enforces this commitment by stat
ing further that the qualifications of Board members 
just given you, cannot be changed and that all gifts to 
the College are given and are to be considered by law 
to be given on this condition. 

"So we do have a commitment - a promise - a 
legal promise that can be enforced by law by donors 
to the College and their heirs. Also we have a moral 
commitment to all: to parents, to students to alumni, 
to friends. The donors come in as a kind of surety of 
the promise that is made to all. 

"What does the promise say? It says that the poli
cies of Abilene Christian College shall be made by 
men who believe in the church, the church that takes 
the 'New Testament as its only and sufficient rule of 
faith, worship and practice and rejects from its faith, 
worship and practice everything not required by ei
ther precept or example, and which does not intro
duce into the faith, worship and practice, as a part of 
the same or as adjuncts thereto any supplemental or
ganization or anything else not clearly authorized in 
the New Testament either by precept or example.' 

"Now there is not a person here today who 



doesn't know what that means. I know what it 
means, and I am honor bound by it. It means that 
religiously Abilene Christian College stands for the 
organization of the New Testament Church - that it 
stands for the law of conversion of the New Testa
ment, the worship as taught in the New Testament
that religiously it stands for the name of the church in 
the New Testament and for Bible teaching in all mat
ters. I am calling attention to this today as a review 
and as a reminder to all of us of our purposes and 
promises. We are all honor bound by these prin
ciples. It is not too much for the administration to 
expect that the teaching and influence of the College 
conform to these requirements. It is not enough not 
to expect it." 

(That was the beloved Don H. Morris' statement 
and stand. That is precisely where the university ought 
to be standing today, . .. but it is not! The shameful 
book by Carroll D. Osburn, The Peaceable Kingdom, 
is undeniable proof that the school has abandoned its 
charter and patrons. President Morris invited the Bible 
faculty to join with him in making a voluntary state
ment of conviction. That statement follows.) 

"We the Bible Faculty of Abilene Christian Col-

lege, voluntarily profess our faith in God, in the deity 
of Jesus Christ, in the Bible as inspired, infallible, and 
inerrant in the original manuscripts, and thus as the 
final authority in all religious matters. We state our 
continued purpose to contend earnestly for the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints. 

"Inasmuch as questions have been raised in cer
tain areas of doctrine, we of our own accord state our 
convictions on the following points: [This was fol
lowed by 7 points, the sixth point being] We believe 
that the New Testament teaching authorizes only vo
cal music (and this excludes instrumental music) in 
Christian worship." 

(That document was signed by every member of 
the Bible faculty at ACC- some members of the fac
ulty resigned and moved away at about the same 
time, causing us to suspect they moved because they 
did not agree. Brother Morris was apparently acting 
in response to Mission Magazine, in the same way 
brother Money should be reacting to Wineskins maga
zine. We are wondering if the present faculty at ACU 
would voluntarily sign this same pledge, but are 
afraid we know the answer - I mean, really scared.) 
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2:30 p.m ................................ To Seek and Save the Lost: Foreign Missions ...................................................... Jim Long 
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Comments 
on Christian Condud 3 

By Stephen Wiggins 

I n Ephesians 5:4 Paul mentions three crimes that 
are to have neither part nor lot in the daily de
meanor of a Christian - filthiness, foolish 

talking, and jesting. The treble follies here mentioned 
prohibit that flippant and giddy chatter so character
istic among carnal-minded worldlings. Such trite and 
fiendish claptrap is simply "not befitting." So argues 
the apostl~. 

It is so utterly improper and unbecoming of 
saintly deportment, that all such wicked babble is to 
be dreaded and detested to the highest degree. Do we 
not as Christians profess to follow him "who did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth?" (1 Pet. 
2:22). We do. Then let us forever bite our tongues 
and shut our mouths when it comes to the use of such 
ungodly prattle. 

Filthiness 
This term pertains, in a general way, to any and all 
verbal vulgarity that is contrary to pure and whole
some speech. Let every man, woman, boy, and girl 
know of a surety that anyone pledging Christianity, 
but guilty of uttering indecent and obscene language 
is an imposter and a liar, devoid of the spirit of Christ 
in every way. 

"If any thinketh himself to be religious, while he 
bridleth not his tongue but deceiveth his heart, this 
man's religion is vain" Uames 1:26). It has forever 
been the divine directive that "shameful speaking out 
of your mouth" is from the vocal cords of old-man
sin whom we assassinated and buried at our conver
sion (cf. Col. 3:8-9). 

He who would resurrect the old man and breathe 
into his nostrils the breath of life, by spouting foul 
crudities, crucifies the Son of God afresh and elevates 
him to an open shame. Know that we have died to sin 
and rigor mortis is perpetuated by busying ourselves 
with expelling all such "slanguage" from our lives. 
Ugly talk is to have no more of a voice among Chris
tians than a corpse on Election Day. 
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Foolish Talking 
Here we have terms that mention that lewd language 
and blasphemous buffoonery which, says Paul, are 
nothing more than idle gibberish of coarse fools, hav
ing neither gumption nor profit to the upright, sen
sible man. All such trifling chitchat is so unprofitable 
to the inner being that it actually pollutes and poi
sons those participating, whether it is the chatterbox 
who blurts the rubbish or the auditor imbibing the 
ballyhoo. 

"Let the words of my mouth and the mediation of 
my heart be acceptable in thy sight, 0 Jehovah, my 
rock and my redeemer" (Psa. 19:14). I cannot but 
stand amazed at those pious hypocrites who think to 
exempt themselves from any divine anathemas by not 
telling dirty jokes, but, nevertheless eagerly listening 
to and absorbing all such tomfoolery with gleeful 
frolic. Bah! This godless shenanigry could hardly 
ever touch the hem of the garment of right living. Do 
I hear an "amen" on this one? 

Jesting 
This word is used in a negative sense to denote that 
sort of wisecracking which is vulgar and obscene. 
The lexical works define the term as pertaining to 
those unchaste expressions of veiled remarks with 
double meanings and insinuations with a sensual 
slant. This type villainy runs rampant within our so
ciety and many Christians do not possess enough 
spiritual discernment to recognize the vice. 

Television comedians think that to be humorous 
they must pepper their little pleasantries with sexual 
innuendos and other intimations of an off-color beat. 

It is true that Arsenio Hall, Jay Leno, and David 
Letterman, and other big-time comedic cutups elicit 
their loudest heehaws when dipping into their bag of 
scummy scurrility. The more crude and offensive their 
burlesque drolleries are the more the wicked applaud 
and appreciate it. Their smirky sneers tell me so. 

Any "Christian" who finds himself content to be 



entertained by such ruttish ribaldry has become desti
tute of any and all spiritual immunity to everything 
that is repulsive and repugnant to God Almighty. 
"Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead!" 

Those ungodly church members who fancy that 
our daily talk has not a whit to do with Christian con
duct show themselves woefully ignorant of what the 
Master said about it. "And I say unto you, that every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give ac
count thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou 
shalt be condemned" (Matt. 12:36-37). 

The "idle" talk here mentioned denotes that mor
ally useless and degenerate speech uttered by those 
corrupt internally, "for out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh" (Matt. 12:34). It de
scribes those worthless words which are better left 
unspoken, the kind of word that will surely condemn 
a soul to hell when the time comes. Jesus said so. Bet
ter be good and guide your tongue aright if you want 
to go to heaven. 

"For, he that would love life, and see good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile" (1 Pet. 3:10). 

No doubt, brother Squabble will kick up a com
plaint on this one about my being too hard on all us 
common sinners. But I wish to say out loud to all my 
readers everywhere, mark it down good, if you hear 
anyone squealing about this article's iconoclastic ap
proach to wrongdoing it will be because they are the 
very ones who love to practice the sins condemned 
by the apostle. 

I have never known of any professed Christians 
to uphold anything with an evil taint unless they, 
their kin, or some close friend was guilty of said cor
ruptions. You let this happen and sister Bicker will 
raise a ruckus every time, usually by fretting and 
whining to others. These sin sympathizers really 
show themselves to despise the truth. 

"Profanity is a meaningless use of words which 
allows the speaker to vocalize and exercise his tone 
code. Since he has reached the linguistic stage of de
velopment, he swears, otherwise he would coo." 

That old-time way of speaking out against sin and 
upholding the right is out of date for many pious 
churchgoers in these modern times. But the faithful 
are moved by none of these things and will continue 
to preach it up right with that old Jerusalem ring. 
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The Kingdom and the Church 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 
A. The kingdom of God is everlasting - it has always been and will always be. 

1. The kingdom of Israel under Moses and especially under David was a type of an earthly kingdom 
God intended to establish under Messiah. 

2. John the baptist and Jesus announced the promised kingdom was soon to appear. 
3. The kingdom of God on earth is an extension of the eternal kingdom of God. 

B. The kingdom of God, in heaven or on earth, exists where the will of God is obeyed absolutely and, 
conversely, where God's will is not obeyed his kingdom does not exist. 
1. Jesus observed that God's will is obeyed unconditionally in heaven and taught his disciples to 

pray, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven" (Matt. ·6:9-10). Obedi
ence is the kingdom of God; disobedience is the kingdom of Satan. 

2. The kingdom of God exists when and where the will of God is done and does not exist if the will 
of the Almighty is disregarded or discounted. 

3. A misconception is to say that if God is sovereign, he must decide and control every act of every 
being both in heaven and on earth. 
a. If this is true, God is the author of every word and deed. 
b. This would make God the author of evil, for evil exists. 
c. God alone would be responsible for every lost person. 
d. This view of God makes atheists. 

4. The Bible teaches that humans can make decisions of their own and without an outside power 
determining what they must do. 
a. God made man with a free will, and in making him a partner in the earth, limited himself. He 

made himself dependent on what man would do. 
b. God, of course, has power to overrule, but only does so when it is necessary to his ageless 

purpose; when his eternal purpose is not endangered, God allows man to do as he wills; God's 
decision not to interfere with man's choice preserves man's free agency and makes him ac
countable for his desires, thoughts, and acts. 

c. Paul said he would not frustrate (do away with, reject, bring to nought, disannul, cast off) the 
grace of God (Gal. 2:21). His decision not to do it shows that he could do it. 

d. "The Pharisees and lawyers rejected (same word) the counsel of God against themselves, be
ing not baptized of him" (Luke 7:30). 

e. "He that despiseth (same word) you despiseth (same word) me; and he that despiseth (same 
word) me despiseth (same word) him that sent me" (Luke 10:16). 

f. "He that rejecteth (same word) me, and receiveth not my words" Oohn 12:48). 
g. "He therefore that despiseth (same word), despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given 

unto us his holy Spirit" (1 Thess. 4:8). 
h. This shows the folly of the Calvinistic idea that "if there is a single event in all of the universe 

that can occur outside of God's sovereign control then we cannot trust him." Or claiming that 
"the controlling hand of God - either directly or permitting - in every event in our lives" 
must be accepted as true. 

1. If hurting is inescapable, and if we must hurt, then God hurts us, if this view of his sovereign 
will be true; if some are not hurt, God is a respecter of persons, which denies Acts 10:34, if 
this view of a sovereign God be correct. 
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5. To deny that God has the power to limit his knowledge or actions is to deny his sovereignty be
cause it is saying that God cannot do something. 

6. There is a sense in which man proposes and God disposes, but there is also a sense in which God 
proposes and man disposes. 
a. "You ... judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles" (Acts 

13:46). 
b. The will of man enters into the salvation process (Rev. 22: 17). 
c. This does not deny the glory and grandeur of God, but establishes it. 

II. The Kingdom and the Church. 
A. Kingdom of heaven on earth and the church of Christ are the same. 

1. Jesus promised to build his church (Matt. 16:18). 
2. Jesus called his church the "kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 16:19). 
3. Therefore the kingdom of heaven on earth and the church on earth are the same institution. 
4. To have a kingdom there must be a king and a territory. 

a. The King in the kingdom of heaven is Jesus (Acts 2:36; Rev. 17:14). 
b. The territory of the kingdom of heaven is the citizens of the kingdom. 
c. The kingdom of heaven on earth does not have geographic boundaries. 
d. The kingdom of heaven on earth is the hearts of all those who love and obey God Uohn 

18:36; Luke 17:20-21). 
e. The kingdom of heaven on earth exists when humans honor God with unreserved obedience. 
f. We must obey "the form of doctrine" to which we are delivered (Rom. 6:17-18). 
g. The kingdom of heaven is all of the saved of the earth. 

5. The church of Christ on earth is made up of all the saved. 
a. People are saved through obedience to Jesus (Heb. 5:7-9; Rom. 6:17-18). 
b. God adds every saved person to the church the same day the person is saved (Acts 2:4 7). 
c. The church on earth is made up of all the saved on earth; the kingdom of heaven on earth is 

made up of all the saved on earth; therefore the kingdom is the church. 
6. The house of God is the family of God (1 Tim. 3: 15). 

a. The New Testament speaks of the "household (family) of faith" (Gal. 6:10). 
b. Some of the Ephesians were in the household (family) of God (Eph. 2:19). 
c. To be in the family of God one must be born again Uohn 3:3). 
d. When one is born again by water he is saved Uohn 3 :5). 
e. When a person is saved by being born again of the water (baptism) he enters the kingdom 

Uohn 3:5). 
f. Therefore to be in the family of God on earth is to be in the kingdom of heaven on earth and 

to be in the church of Christ on earth. 
g. Things that are equal to the same thing are equal to each other. 

B. The kingdom, church, family is not denominational. 
1. It would be an obvious absurdity to think that all of God's children are not in God's family. 
2. It is equally laughable to think that the kingdom of heaven is divided into sects, or that it is de

nominational. 
a. "And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be 

divided against itself, that house cannot stand" (Mark 3 :24-25). 
b. Jesus does not say a kingdom or house cannot be divided against itself, but that if it is divided 

it will fall. Denominationalism brings the fall of the kingdom .. 
3. In the same way and for the same reason it is ludicrous to think that the church of Christ on earth 

is denominational. 
4. All of the saved are in the church just as all of God's children are in his family. Church members 

are Christians. Therefore a faithful member of the church on earth can truthfully say, "We are 
Christians only and the only Christians." 
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A Small World 
By Allen Webster 

I magine that our world had been reduced propor
tionately to a theoretical town of 1,000 people. 
It would have 22 Americans, and 978 persons 

representing the rest of the world. The 22 Americans 
would have about half the income of the entire town. 

About 331 persons would be classified as "Chris
tians" in the broad sense; 190 of these would be 
Catholics. There would be 164 non-religious people. 
Our neighbors would include 188 Moslems, 134 Hin
dus, 57 Buddhists, 44 atheists, and 30 Jews. By round
ing up, there would be one New Testament Christian. 

There would be 303 white people in our town, 
and 697 non-white. The 22 Americans would have 
an average life expectancy of 70 plus years; the oth
ers of 40 years. Americans would own at least 15 
times as many possessions as the rest and would 
spend an average of $850 a year on military defense, 
but less than $4 to teach Christ to others. 

Our "town" is what Jesus had in mind when he 
said, "Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (Mark 16:15-16). How can we teach a 
thousand souls? How many of the Hindus can we 
convince that there is only one God (Deut. 6:4)? How 
many of the atheists can we convince that there is a 
God (Gen. 1:1; Psa. 53:1)? Can we show the Muslims 
who God is Uehovah, not Allah, Ex. 6:3; Acts 17:23)? 
Will they accept Christ as the last Prophet of God, 
instead of Mohammed (He b. 1: 1-3; Jude 3)? 

How many of the Jews can we convert to Christ, 
the Messiah promised in their Old Testaments (Acts 
2:36; Gal. 3:24)? How many of the Catholics can we 
convince to give up tradition and worship neither 
man nor icon (2 Thess. 2:3-4; 1 John 5 :21)? How 
many of the Protestants can we convince to give up 
the doctrines and commandments of men (Mark 7:7-
17)? How many of the secular can we convince to 
prepare for eternity instead of living for today (Matt. 
16:26; Luke 12:16-21)? 

We must use every available method. Some of us 
can go door to door. The knowledgeable can teach 
after work one night a week. Others can talk up the 
church at work and invite neighbors across the back 
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fence. We can mail religious material and get on ra
dio and television. We must preach, preach, preach. 

Some of us will have to learn to speak their lan
guages and study up on Buddhism, Islam, and Hindu
ism. Race and nationality can make no difference to 
us. We may have to sacrifice some of our possessions 
and increase our contributions. It costs to teach a 
whole town. Since many of them will die in middle 
age, we must hurry. 

Whether or not we convert out town depends on 
the amount of our love, the strength of our faith, the 
depth of our convictions, and the length of our en
durance. The apostles were able to get the gospel to 
the whole town in their day (Col. 1:23), and, with 
God's help, so can we (Rom. 8 :31)! It's a small world 
-and it's lost. P. 0. Box 512 

jacksonville, FL 36265 
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Genesis I: I and the Nature of God 
By Dale Turner 

The opening statement of the Bible is full of 
timely truth for our age. Obviously, the main 
purpose of this verse (and chapter) is to an

swer the question: "Where did our universe come 
from?" But in addition to answering that basic ques
tion, this great declaration lays the foundation for a 
true understanding of the nature of God. 

No detailed argument is presented in this verse to 
prove the existence of God. God simply is! Genesis 
1: 1 is certainly not comprehensive in giving us a "pic
ture" of God, but on either side of his mighty name 
are phrases which act as "guideposts" in presenting 
certain attributes of deity to man. Of course, the 
complete revelation of God to man was made in jesus 
Christ Oohn 14:8-9). 

"In the beginning" is a phrase which implies the 
eternal nature of God. Time had a specific point at 
which it began. By contrast, God has no such point of 
beginning. It is he who gave "the beginning" its start. 
Within human experience, nothing finite or limited 
can begin of itself, of its own power or will. Every
thing is contingent, depending upon a source outside 
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of itself for a beginning. However, God is outside 
and beyond the finite and limited. He is the "self-ex
isting one" who is before all time, space, and matter .. 
To try then to conceive of God in terms of pre;ent 
physical phenomenon is impossible. 

The phrase on the other side of the name of God 
tells us about his great power and wisdom. God "cre
ated the heavens and the earth." The unique action of 
this creation is seen in the fact that the Hebrew verb 
bar a (created) is never used in reference to the action 
of men, but only of the action of God (Exposition of 
Genesis, H.C. Leupold, p. 41). This creation was not 
made from a previously existing universe (He b. 11:3 ). 
Science may tell us how natural laws operate, but only 
the Scriptures tell us how everything originated. 

Reasoning from the fact of this creation, we can 
immediately know two things about God's nature. 
The first is that God is immensely powerful, and the 
second is that God is infinitely wise. Concerning the 
immensity of God's power, Robert Flint wrote: 

All the power which is distributed and distin
guished in secondary causes must be combined 
and united in the first cause. Now, think what an 
enormous power there is displayed even in this 
world. In every half ounce of coal there is stored 
up power enough, if properly used, to draw two 
tons a mile. How vast, then, the power which 
God has deposited in the coal beds of the world 
alone! (Therefore Stand, by Wilbur Smith, p. 
348). 

What tremendous power our Creator God has! 
When we consider the intricate details and mar

velous complexities of creation, we begin to appreci
ate the wisdom and knowledge of God. What under
standing it took to fashion that most unfathomable of 
mysteries, the human body! What forethought is 
contained in designing water to become lighter as it 
freezes, thus preserving marine life from destruction. 
Such examples could be multiplied without end. 
Truly the wonders of nature declare the glory of God 
(Rom. 1:20). 

The number of the noun and verb in Genesis 1: 1 
also tell us about the nature of God. Elohim (God) is 
plural in number, hinting at the later revealed truth 
of plurality of persons in the Godhead. We know 
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from other passages of Scripture that all three per
sons of the Godhead had a part in creation. The verb 
for "created" (Hebrew bara), however, is singular in 
number. Thus the oneness and unity of God is de
clared. The singular number of the verb warns us 
against thinking that there is more than one God 
(Deut. 6:4). This is admittedly a difficult concept to 
grasp, yet it is necessary if we are to avoid dangerous 
errors in our understanding of the nature of God. 

An understanding and belief of Genesis 1: 1 can 
dispel many false notions men have about God. Athe
ism is declared a lie, for God is! The doctrine of ma
terialism, that matter is eternal, is proven false, for 
the universe is the result of creation. Polytheism, the 
belief that there are many gods, is rendered impotent 

in view of the truth that there is one Creator God, 
singular in purpose and action. Pantheism, the ide~ 
that God is in everything and everything is God, is 
forever crushed by the assertion of this verse that 
God created nature and he therefore exists outside of 
that creation. 

There are many who reject belief in the Creator 
God revealed to us in Genesis 1: 1. We are presently 
seeing the consequences of such a rejection of faith in 
our society. The Christian, though, rests serenely on 
the truth of Genesis 1: 1. "Thou are worthy, 0 Lord, 
to receive glory and honor and power: for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and 
were created" (Rev. 4: 11). P. 0. Box 367 

Middlesboro, KY 40965 
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If You Love Me ••• 
By J.D. Sweeten 

Satan is a liar Qohn 8:44), a thief (Luke 8:12), 
oppressive (Acts 10:38), and full of deceit and 
fraud (Acts 13:1 0), but he is not an idiot. The 

church of our Lord is coming apart at the seams, and 
the devil must be proud of his handiwork. His tools 
include an anarchistic attack on all authority (Bible 
and elders), reviving the moldy instrumental music 
issue, and the obscuring lines of Christian fellowship. 

Satan's celebrities transform themselves into an
gels of light and ministers of righteousness (2 Cor. 
11: 14-15). They compromise eternal truth to pro
mote union with denominations. 

The anonymous righteous in the trenches is bra
zenly denounced by these "more tolerant" brethren. 
Condemning evil and error, they say, is tantamount 
to being "judgmental" and "self-righteous." Many 
friends and loved ones are swallowed up by this 
drivel. The most pernicious allegation is that we do 
not love them because we oppose their error. 

This is not new. Satan has used it before. It is, 
nevertheless, effective. Often, the assertion comes 
from someone we love, someone near our heart, that 
has drifted off in support of the hurtful doctrine of 
false teachers. 

Departure from the truth is usually gradual, 
piecemeal, and beguiles the gullible. The serpent 
continues to paint the forbidden fruit as juicy and 
delectable. Good people who are caught up in the 
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delusion that if the thing is ignored it will go away 
are eventually dragged into the abyss. The slope is 
slippery. The unwary are sure to be duped by the 
wolf. They cannot see his fangs because they are con
cealed by his manufactured irenical facade, otherwise 
known as sheep skin. 

To complicate the matter, false doctrine can be 
gratifying. Most false teachers entertain you with 
"smooth words and flattering speech." They make 
you feel good "and by good words and fair speeches 
deceive the hearts of the simple" (Rom. 16:18). 

Toleration indoctrination makes the situation 
volatile, like a truck load of fertilizer and fuel. Some, 
caught up in the vortex slip beneath the dark waters 
saying, "Don't throw rocks. You shouldn't judge." 

In the face of such retribution, it is understand
able to question pensively what you might have done 
to warrant such a verbal ambush and wonder why 
your sincerity is suddenly dubious at best. Some are 
discouraged, others desist, souls die. 

We fail to understand a basic Bible principle, 
which is to love God is to hate every false way (Psa. 
119:104). The same God that said he loved the world 
Qohn 3:16) hates some things (Prov. 6:16-19). 

The meek, gentle Jesus called Pharisees blind 
guides, fools, whited sepulchers, hypocrites, serpents 
and a generation of vipers, and asked, "How shall ye 
escape the damnation of hell?" (Matt. 23:13-33). 



Paul did not lack love when he rebuked Peter 
publicly (Gal. 2: 11). To hate evil in someone's life is 
not the same as hating his soul. To warn of danger is 
not impugning motives but is an expression of true 
love. 

The priceless souls of the naive depend upon giv
ing a warning Oames 5 :20). We must hate the gar
ment spotted by the flesh and snatch some out of the 
fire Uude 23). If you see the danger, telling others 
about it is mandatory, and a failure imperils your 
own soul (Ezek. 3:18). 

I have a friend who has drifted into the fire. He 
sees nothing wrong with a Sunday morning worship 
in which Buckner Fanning (a Baptist preacher) is the 
featured speaker. He considers supporting denomi
national union (as advocated by Rubel Shelly and 
Max Lucado) as open minded. He has no qualms in 
participating in ecumenical functions (like Emmaus 
Walk). Is it cold and pharisaic to warn him, in love 
and sincerity, of the eternal consequences of this 
course of action? There is no personal joy in "calling 
down" a friend and brother. There are no lofty aspi
rations of "saving Christendom from the clutches of 
Satan." The goal is much more personal. I love my 
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I have just completed the reading of the recently pub
lished book entitled The Core/But/'s Eye Gospel Concept Re
futed. The author of the book Is Curtis A. Cates, Ed.D, who, 
some years ago, was a young, dedicated student of mine. 

To be very frank, I was/and am unprepared, and sick at 
heart, to learn of the holdings of certain prominent evangelists 
of our brethren in Christ. In my personal judgment, this book by 
brother Cates should be read by all brethren - especially el
ders and ministers - the brotherhood over. 

May all who read be moved to stand fast in the truth and 
give opposition to such dogma. 

Rex A. Turner Sr. 
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friend, and I want him to spend eternity in heaven 
with all the faithful. If he continues on this path, he 
will not ... and I may be the only one close enough to 
tell him. 

'!4.nd let us not grow weary while doing good, for 
in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart" 
(Gal 6:9 NKJV). P.o. Box 428 

Utopia, TX 78884-0428 

(Editor's rambling: Something about brother 
Sweeten's article made me remember a statement by 
Lynn Anderson as he was explaining how to bait his 
snare and catch the unsuspecting. Anderson said: 

Strategy one: Weave! Teach new ideas for a 
while, stretching your church out beyond com
fort zones. But when you feel your church ap
proaching the limits of tolerance, back off! Talk 
about familiar and safe things for a while. Then, 
move back out to the cutting edge again. Weave 
in and out: First, with new ideas, then actually 
implement new practices (Wineskins, Apr.1993). 

Solomon said, "For in vain is a net spread in the 
sight of any bird" (Prov. 1:17)- unless, of course, 
it's a gooney bird- Pobbs). Fp 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

Evangelizing Mainland China 
By John Grubb 

Many brethren have a great desire to see the 
gospel go to Mainland China. Since the 
former Soviet Union opened its doors to 

missionaries, brethren have eagerly anticipated the 
same thing happening in China. We have been in
volved in work among the Chinese people for several 
years. My fami ly spent ten years in Taiwan. I con
tinue to stay involved in Chinese evangelism by doing 
translation work and radio broadcasts for Truth for 
the World, a mission effort whose goal is to place the 
gospel within hearing distance of every soul on earth 
using mass media. 

There have been many changes in Mainland 
China during the past ten years. Most of these have 
been in politics and economics. There is still no real 
freedom of religion. In this article, we shall discuss 
first the religious background of China and then the 
current religious situation. 

Roman Catholic missionaries began entering 
China during the Ming Dynasty in the early 1500s. 
Presbyterians and other Protestants came to China 
during the 19th century. But it was not until the early 
part of this present century that any of our brethren 
entered China to teach the gospel. 

Brother and sister George Benson served as mis
sionaries in China from 1925 to 1936 when they re
turned to the United States for brother Benson to as
sume the presidency of H arding College. During this 
period a Bible school was established at Canton. This 
work continued off and on until 1949 when the 
Communists gained control of the whole nation and 
forced all missionaries out. 

Sermon Outlines 
By M. L. Sexton 
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Little foreign mission work was 
done by churches of Christ prior to 
World War II. Following the war, 10 
years passed before any substantial 
effort was made among the Chinese 
except for the work of sister Eliza
beth Bernard in Hong Kong. When 
one considers that about one-fifth of Rod Rutherford 

the world's population today is Chinese, the efforts 
we have made to reach them with the gospel are in
deed small. Today, the main works among Chinese 
are in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, and Malaysia. 
There are a few brethren inside Mainland China, but 
not officially as missionaries. 

When the People's Republic of China was estab
lished in 1949, true religious freedom ceased to exist. 
Forty-six years later, the situation remains un
changed. Until the late 1970s, there were practically 
no church buildings being used by any religious 
group for public worship. After the Cultural Revolu
tion, some semblance of religious freedom came into 
effect. However, the only way one could openly 
practice his religious beliefs then and now is through 
the Three Self Patriotic Movement, also called the 
Three Self Church. Any religious activity outside this 
organization is illegal and a punishable crime. 

The Three Self Church is an arm of the Chinese 
Communist government and is fu lly controlled by 
them. It is an interdenominational group of believers 
which urges all who believe in Christ to unite for the 
good of China. Needless to say, it would be impos
sible to practice New Testament Christianity and be a 
part of the Three Self Church. 

We do not know what the future holds for China. 
We do know that the Chinese people must hear the 
gospel to be saved. Let us pray for them and begin to 
prepare so that we will be ready to take the gospel to 
Mainland China whenever the opportunity presents 
itself. 

625 W. Orchard Ln. 
Greenwood, IN 46142 



Truth for the World 
Truth For the World is a multimedia mission work 
under the sponsorship and oversight of the Olive 
Branch, Mississippi church. Jim Dearman, Rod Ruth
erford, John Grubb, and Edwin Crookshank direct 
the effort. Truth for the World uses radio, television, 
the printed page and all modern methods to take the 
gospel to every creature. Currently, according to an 

outside independent estimate, their radio and televi
sion broadcasts have a weekly potential listening au
dience of 4.7 billion. Teaching is being done in four 
languages, English, French, Russian, and Mandarin 
(Chinese). Your support is needed. 

Write to: 
Truth For The World, Box 751135, Memphis, TN 
38175-1135 or call (601) 895-9740. Fp 

Jesus, the Master Controversialist 
By Jimmie B. Hill 

0 ur Lord Jesus Christ was the most per
sistent, alert, resourceful and master
ful controversialist that ever lived. He 

lived at a time when controversy was the order 
of the day. The Pharisees and Sadducees were the 
leading sects among the Jews, and they were 
constantly in disputes among themselves. The 
Sadducees were cool and calculating, rationalis
tic and philosophical. The Pharisees were techni
cal, carping, and captious. They were past mas
ters in the tricks of sophistry, caviling, and casu
istry. But Jesus met the combined efforts of these 
masters of debate and quibbling and put them to 
silence. His quick analysis, his penetrating, pow
erful, and unsparing logic, and his unanswerable 
and embarrassing ad hominem replies to their as
saults have never been equaled among men. 
They, therefore, prove him to have been some
thing more than a man (G.C. Brewer). 

The Scriptures teach that Jesus Christ engaged in 
debate. He opposed and pointed out false views, and 
he used logical argumentation and reasoning to sus
tain his position. Our Lord was a controversialist. 
Love motivated him, yet he did not hesitate to point 
out error and ignorance among his own disciples, his 
friends, or even the women who showed him hospi
tality. 

Consider the following: 
The Head of the Church and the Leader of the 

first Christians was despised and rejected by men. 
His enemies pursued him, pushed their malicious 
designs, and carried out their malignant pur
poses, and were never fully satisfied till they saw 
him breathe the last breath and expire on the 
cross. They hated him with a most cruel and vin
dictive hatred. Their hatred rose to madness and 
perfectly infuriated them. It blinded them to all 
reason, hardened them till they were past all feel
ing, and rendered them literally monstrous. Nor 
did their hatred cease when he died; it followed 

his innocent, inoffensive and humble adherents 
with the most virulent, vindictive and desperate 
madness, and, with the most obstinate, infuriated 
and determined purpose, compelled all where it 
was possible to recant, and put to death those 
who would not recant (Ben Franklin). 

It is absurd to suppose that the propagation of 
truth involves no controversy with error, nor, in 
the light of the example of Jesus, can any of his 
disciples think it is possible to speak the truth 
without 'shaming the devil' and terribly enraging 
him (B.]. Radford). 

Those who follow in the footsteps of Jesus will 
encounter the same resistance that he did. Man has 
not changed. May we be like the apostle Paul who 
"increased the more in strength, and confounded the 
Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is 
very Christ' (Acts 9:22) and Apollos who "mightily 
convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the 
scriptures that Jesus was Christ" (Acts 18:28). 

Truth is mighty and will prevail. 
Truth crushed to earth will rise again, 
The eternal years of God are hers, 
But Error, wounded, writhes in pain, 
And dies amid her worshipers. 

Let us imitate the Master in this and in every way. 
"Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand" (Eph. 6: 13). 
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Crossville, TN 38555-9300 
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Pollywogs and Flecks of Carbon 
By Bill lockwood 

P recious .in the sight of the Lor~ i.s the death of 
his samts" (Psa. 116: 15). Th1s IS a passage of 
comfort and hope. Humanity regards death 

as a plunge into the "dark, dismal, cheerless, and re
pulsive," but the psalmist indicates that God con
nects the death of a saint "with great purposes to be 
accomplished by it" (Albert Barnes, Commentary on 
Psalms, vol. 3, p. 164). 

David's inspired statement about how God feels 
about the death of his saints shows that the passing of 
the righteous is good, and great ends are accom
plished by it. God regards it with special interest. 

My soul naturally shrinks from the prospect of 
death as viewed from the godless eye. Loren Eisley, 
an evolutionist from the University of Pennsylvania, 
observed: 

You began nowhere in particular. You are really 
an illusion, one of innumerable shadows in the 
dying fires of a mysterious universe. Yesterday 
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you were a lowbrowed skull in the river gravel; 
tomorrow you may be a fleck o f carbon a mid the 
shattered glass of Moscow or New York (As 
quoted by Bol ton Davidheiser, Evolution and the 
Christian Faith, p. 134). 

Truly, if there is no God, the end and sum total of 
all persons is merely "a fleck of carbon," or, as fa
mous atheist Clarence Darrow suggested, "The pur
pose of man is like the purpose of the pollywog - to 
wiggle along as far as he can without dying; or, to 
hang to life until death takes him" (Infidels and Her
etics, p. 206-7). 

Darrow also reflected: 
All my li fe I have been planning and hoping and 
thinking and dreaming and loitering and wait
ing. All my life, God, I have been getting ready to 
begin to do something worth the while. I have 
been waiting for the summer and waiting for the 
fall; I have been waiting for the winter a nd wait
ing for the spring; waiting for the night and wait
ing for the morning; waiting and dawdling and 
dreaming, until the day is almost spent and the 
twilight is close at hand. 

If there is no God, life itself is nothing better than 
an empty ghost of meaninglessness. How does the 
human heart yearn for life beyond the grave, for the 
biblical evidence that our Father has provided to an
swer this skepticism! 

My Family 

Many hours I ponder the lives of loved ones who 
have gone before me to that unseen world . My 
grandmother was an indomitable personality who, 
through numberless toils, conquered a variety of 
hardships to instill in her family a love for God and 
respect for his Word. 

Rising at four every morning, wrapped in an 
afghan, Lena Pearl Faust (Bynum) meditated upon 
God's precepts in deep habitual study of the Bible 
her practice throughout life . Deserted by her hus
band while her five children were young, she carried 
on the conflict of life, eking out a living by the labor 
of her hands, always relying on biblical principles to 
guide her days. Her stead fast trust in God welled 
forth from the deepest springs of her soul. 

Born in Indian Territory in 1900 and converted 
to the Lord after hearing the gospel as she entered 



her teenage years, Pearl remained active throughout 
life in teaching others the gospel. 

When Jeroboam, the first king of the northern 
kingdom of Israel, sent his wife to the old prophet, 
Ahijah, it was in hope that the prophetic word would 
indicate that his sick child would live. But because 
Jeroboam had "cast the Lord behind his back," God 
announced the death of little Abijah. This would 
seem to be the worst possible punishment upon the 
child except for the scriptural view of the world. 
Abijah would join the Lord in the land of eternal rest, 
or, in the words of Scripture, "For he only of 
Jeroboam shall come to the grave, because in him 
there is found some good thing toward Jehovah" (1 
Kings 14:13). 

move in warring with the Pharaoh. But God pre
dicted it this way, "Behold, I will gather thee to thy 
fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in 
peace, neither shall thine eyes see all the evil which I 
will bring upon this place." Josiah's removal from the 
earth was a reward for his faithfulness. 

A similar statement is made regarding Josiah, the 
good king who lived at the brink of Judah's ruin. His 
untimely death at the hands of the Egyptian army 
seems to men to have been a testimony to his foolish 

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
the saints." The death of a Christian is regarded by 
the Heavenly Father with special interest. If man is 
mere matter in motion, arising out of aeons of evolu
tion, and will disappear into the mists of time only to 
remain in the memories of others, if pollywogs are 
our brethren and flecks of carbon our destiny- then 
it matters not if you have consecrated your life to 
God like Pearl or have raped humanity like Hitler -
it is the same. We are just wiggling our own ways into 
eternity to become flecks of carbon. 211 N. Sth St. 

Marlow~~ OK 73055 

1995 Hartsville Pike Lectureship 

Friday, August 11 

"A Focused Church in a Fragmented World" 
-August 11-13-

7:00 p.m .................................... Focus on God's Plan for Renewal 
"Renew a right spirit within me• Psa. 5:10-12 
What must I do to make changes in my life? .................................................................. Tom Holland 

8:00 p.m .................................... Focus on God's Plan for Church Growth 
"And the Lord added dally to the church• Acts 2:36-47 
What must we do for the kingdom to grow? ......................................................................... Paul Saln 

Saturday, August 12 
8:30 a.m .................................... Registration 
9:00 a.m .................................... Focus on God's Plan to Reach Our Youth 

"Flee youthful lusts but follow righteousness• 2 Tim. 2:21-26 
What must we do to rescue the hearts of our youth? .................................................. Ralph Gilmore 

10:00 a.m .................................... Focus on God's Plan to Strengthen the Home 
"Nurture them In the chastening and admonition of the Lor~ Eph. 6:4 
What would God have us do to keep our homes intact? ............................................ James Watkins 

11:00 a.m .................................... Focus on God's Plan for His Church 
"I will build my church• Matt. 16:18- '7here/s one body- Eph. 4:4 
What must we do to follow God's plan for his church today? .......................................... Dan Winkler 

12:00 p.m .................................... Lunch (finger foods will be provided) 
1 :00 p.m .................................... Focus on God's Plan for Civil Government 

•Let every soul be In subjection to the higher powers• Rom. 13:1-7 
What responsibility does a Christian have as a citizen? .................................................. David Pharr 

2:00 p.m .................................... Focus on God's Plan for Worship 
'7hey that worship him must worship him In spirit and In truth• John 4:24 
What do we do about worship? Traditional or contemporary? ...................................... Earl Edwards 

Sunday, August 13 
9:00a.m .................................... Focus: Seeing Clearly In a Dark World 

"And the light shlneth In the darkness• John 1:1-14 
What can we do to see the way more clearly? ...................................................................... G. P. Holt 

10:00 a.m .................................... Focus: Thinking Clearly In a Contused World 
"Being darkened In their understanding ... that ye be renewe~ Eph. 4:1Bff 
What must we do to keep our minds from being darkened? ................................................ G. P. Holt 

6:00 p.m .................................... Focus: Seeing What God Sees 
"Lift up your eyes and look on the fields• John 4:35 
What does the Lord see that we also need to see? .............................................................. G. P. Holt 

-charles R. Williams, Director-
Hartsville Pike Church of Christ • 744 Hartsville Pike • Gallatin, Tennessee 37066 • (615) 452-2530 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Give Them to the Lord 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Long ago, in a prayer to God, Hannah begged 
for a baby and said, "I will give him unto the 
Lord ... and no razor shall come upon his head" 

(1 Sam. 1: 11). Hannah was "in bitterness of soul" (v. 
10). Women of her era felt it was a curse to be without 
a child. Her heart and arms ached for the emptiness 
she felt. Her desire was so deep that she pleaded for a 
child and promised she would give him back to God. 

Many a person has vowed a vow in times of 
trouble. Humans are disposed to bargain with God 
when in doubt or despair. Once the crisis is over, the 
vow is often forgotten. The real test of character is 
whether we keep our word. The Christian's word 
should be his bond. We should be careful not to make 
a rash vow. Don't say it if you don't mean it. When 
you make a vow, keep it, even if it is hard to do so. 

When Hannah prayed earnestly in the temple for 
a child, "only her lips moved, but her voice was not 
heard." Eli, the priest, observed Hannah as she 
poured out her heart to God. He thought she was 
drunk (v. 13). Here Eli made the mistake of jumping 
to a conclusion. Many make a hasty judgment before 
gathering all the facts. Prejudice is hurtful to inno
cent people, as was Eli's prejudgment of Hannah. 

Many judgments are hastily made based upon 
who is involved rather than the truth of a given situ
ation. Pride may prevent one's acknowledgment of 
the harm done. Eli was not of that disposition. He bid 
her, "Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy 
petition that thou hast asked of him" (v. 17). 

Hannah did not forget her vow. The life of Sam
uel is testimony to the effectiveness of the training of 
a Godfearing mother. Hannah had Samuel only a few 
years, but those years were important. She trained 
him well. We are informed that, when he was weaned 
(about the age of 12), she took him with the proper 
sacrifice and gifts to the Lord's house in Shiloh. We 
are told "the child was young" (1 Sam. 1:24 ). 

Samuel was presented to Eli with the explanation, 
"For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me 
my petition .... Therefore also I have lent him to the 
Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord" 
(1 Sam. 1:27-28). 
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There are several principles in 
the story of Hannah that apply to 
every Christian mother. 

She wanted a child. Every child 
has the right to be wanted even if 
the baby was not planned. To resort 
to abortion is murder. Further, to 
abuse by failing to love· God's pre
cious gift is likewise sin! True love demands disci
pline. 

Christian mothers need to recognize that chil
dren truly are gifts from God. "Lo, children are a 
heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his 
reward" (Psa. 127:3}. We have our children to love 
and train for such a short time. It behooves us to use 
those precious years effectively. Regular devotionals 
in the home teach proper respect for God's Word. 
Children need to be taught early that God's Word al
ways deserves reverent conduct. Regular attendance 
at all public worship services reinforces respect for 
God's law. Like Hannah, parents need to take time to 
nurture their children in the Lord's way. 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 
is right. Honor thy father and mother; (which is 
the first commandment with promise;) That it 
may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long 
on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath: but bring them up in the nur
ture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:1-4 ). 

Parents must realize that their primary role as 
parents is to prepare their children to serve God all 
the days of their lives. A secondary duty is to prepare 
the child to be independent of the parents when the 
proper time comes for such self-reliance. 

Material things are secondary. When we put God 
first, the necessities of life can be obtained. 

We learn from Hannah that when we successfully 
train our children, and they are faithful to God, we 
are able to keep them. May God raise up more 
Hannahs who are w illing to give their children "unto 
the Lord." P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, TN 38063 
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Spiritual Gifts 
By V. Glenn McCoy 

During the early years of the church's exist
ence, how could one know whether or not a 
preacher or teacher was teaching the truth? 

Could he open his New Testament and compare that 
which was being taught with that which was written? 
Of course he couldn't. The written New Testament 
was not yet in its completed form. Also, how could 
the true teacher convince the audience that he was 
speaking a message from God? 

Because the church was in its "childhood" with
out the completed written New Testament to guide 
it, God gave various "gifts" to some early Christians. 
A certain "gift" might be given to one Christian 
which would allow him to perform some miraculous 
act, and to another would be given a gift to enable 
him to perform another. 

In the 12th chapter of 1 Corinthians, verses 8-10 
nine "spiritual gifts" are listed. Included are the su
pernatural gifts of the "word of wisdom, the word of 
knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, the effecting of 
miracles, prophecy, distinguishing of spirits, speaking 
in languages not learned, and interpretation of lan
guages." Verse seven states that these were given "for 
the common good." 

The Hebrew writer tells us that God put his 
stamp of approval on the preaching of his Word 
"both by signs and wonders and by various miracles 
and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to his own 
will" (Heb. 2:4). The Word was confirmed by these 
gifts. In addition, these gifts were not to be used for 
the personal glory of the individuals who possessed 
them. 

These spiritual gifts were conferred upon indi
viduals by the laying on of the apostles' hands. Philip 
received the gifts by the laying on of the apostles' 
hands. Not being an apostle, he could not confer 
these gifts upon others. This is born out in Acts 8:14-
15 when it was necessary for the apostles Peter and 
John to come to Samaria and lay hands on the Chris
tians there that they might have gifts of the Spirit. 
Philip had preached to them and had baptized them, 
but he did not have the power to confer upon them 
these spiritual gifts. When Peter and John came "they 
laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy 

Spirit" (Acts 8: 17). Later in the book of Acts, we read 
of Paul laying hands on the Ephesians. "When Paul 
had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came 
on them; and they spake with tongues, and proph
esied (Acts 19:6). Paul reminded Timothy of the 
manner in which he had received a gift. "[S]tir up the 
gift of God, which is in thee through the laying on of 
my hands" (2 Tim. 1:6). 

Since these spiritual gifts were conferred only by 
the laying on of the apostles' hands, when the 
apostles were all dead there were no longer any 
means of conferring the gifts. Then, when the last 
person on whom gifts had been conferred died, there 
were no more spiritual gifts. The gifts were never in
tended to be permanent. After the New Testament 
was put into writing and was complete, the need for 
these gifts lessened. All the New Testament books 
were complete by abou t A.D. 96. The last apostle, 
John, died shortly thereafter. After John's death, the 
miraculous gifts ceased. This conclusion is very much 
in harmony with 1 Cor. 13:8-11 which deals with the 
infancy and maturity of the church. Please notice: 
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Love never faileth: but whether there be prophe
cies, they shall be done away; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall be done away. For we know 
in part, and we prophesy in part; but when that 
which is perfect is come, that which is in part 
shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake 
as a child, I fel t as a child, I thought as a child: 
now that I am become a man, I have put away 
childish things. 

So, the gifts were to cease. They were to be done 
away. But when? The answer is found in verse 10. 
"But when that which is perfect is come, that which is 
in part will be done away." This word perfect refers 
to the completed revelation of God to man, the fin
ished New Testament. 

There are many who believe and teach that the 
miraculous gifts of the early church continue to our 
present day. In order to teach such, it is necessary for 
them to find an alternate interpretation of the perfect 
in verse 10. Unless they do, their entire foundation 
for continuation of the gifts is destroyed. Some say 
that the perfect refers to Jesus Christ. Does the per
fect refer to the completed and revealed will of God 
to man or does it refer to Jesus? 

How can we know which position is correct? We 
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must return to the original language of the New Tes
tament and see what the apostle Paul in tended to 
convey. "'Perfect' does not refer to Christ. It should 
be noted that 'perfect' in Greek (to teleion) is neuter 
gender, the same as 'imperfect' (RSV) or 'in part' 
(KJV) is neuter. If this were referring to Jesus, t he 
masculine gender would be used instead of the neu
ter" (Allen, Survey of First Corinthians, p. 163-164). 
The word translated perfect would also be translated 
"mature" or "full-grown." Perfect most definitely 
could refer to a body of teaching, the New Testa
ment. "The reason given for their (gifts) ceasing is 
that the knowledge and information they impart are 
limited and partial and therefore imperfect, but later 
greater knowledge will come. Knowledge that is 
complete and mature or full-grown (perfect). W hen 
the complete knowledge arrives the gifts and the in
complete, imperfect, temporary knowledge will no 
longer exist, and they will cease" Q.D. Thomas, The 
Message of the New Testament, First Corinthians, 
p. 46-47). 

During the construction of a large building, they 
put temporary scaffolding in p lace. W hen the build
ing is completed, they remove the scaffolding. Who 
would be so foolish as to insist that it remain? Spiri
tual gifts, the scaffolding of the early church, served 
the purpose and were removed. Today, we are 
blessed with the completed New Testament to fur
nish us with "all things that pertain unto life and god
liness, through the knowledge of him that called us 
by his own glory and virtue" (2 Pet. 1:3). 
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Potpourri ... 

Thank You! Thank You! 

~"Am enclosing most gladly my FF renewal. 
Keep up the good work" (DL, Colo.). "Thanks for 
the Firm Foundation ; ... the brotherhood needs to 
know what is being taught" (ABC, Fla.). "I appreciate 
so much the soundness of the Firm Foundation ar
ticles" (DK, Penn.). "I truly appreciate the good work 
being done by the Firm Foundation. May God bless 
all of you" (TM, Colo.). 

Sometimes we feel battered, but encouraging 
words are a balm. Our readers are the purpose for 
the paper and are deeply appreciated. We need to in
crease our subscription base (what publication does 
not?). Our readers can help. If you enjoy and benefit 
from the magazine, please ask someone else to sub
scribe - or subscribe for them. The paper makes a 
great gift, and it keeps on coming 12 times in a year. 
Help us help the cause for which we should be will
ing to die. 

Good Health! Good Grief! 

·~"William Arnold Scott, a member of the Texas 
Board of Health and a longtime advocate of gay and 
lesbian rights is dead of complications from AIDS at 
46" (Houston Chronicle, April 7, 1995). Michael 
Wilson, a psychotherapist at the N ew Counseling 
Center, said, "We have lost several leaders in the gay 
and lesbian community, but I think Bill's loss ranks 
right up there because of his close connection with 
the Board of H ealth." Scott, the newspaper reported, 
is survived by his life partner, Jose Rodriguez. 

"Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with wom
ankind: it is abomination" (Lev. 18 :22). Abomination 
means "disgusting, unclean, filthy." 

The NEA Is Queer 
~Tendentious terminology is rife throughout the 

National Education Association handbook for teach
ers. Under a section headlined What is Homophobia/ 
Heterosexism? the following items are listed: 

"Failing to be supportive when your gay/lesbian 
friend is sad about a quarrel or breakup; 

"Feeling that lesbian/gay people are roo outspo
ken about gay rights; 

"Using the term 'lesbian' or 'gay' as accusatory." 
The NEA manual, entitled Affording Equal Op-

portunity to Gay and Lesbian Students Through 
Teaching and Counseling: A Training Handbook for 
Educators, is a smorgasbord of gay-affirming propos
als. The document instructs that homosexuality is 
normal. It advises stocking school libraries with 
books promoting "sexual diversity," ridding libraries 
of "pejorative" books on homosexuality, conducting 
gay-affirming "sensitivity" training for students, 
teachers and administrators, changing "heterosexist 
language" and introducing "gay/lesbian" issues into 
all curriculum areas (Source: Human Events, Mar. 
31, 1995). 

~The American Family Association Journal (Oct. 
1994) said: "Some scholars have offered new inter
pretations for specific biblical passages that prohibit 
homosexual acts. In the story of Sodom and Gomor
rah (Gen. 19), Lot's visitors demand to 'know' the 
angelic visitors (v. 5 KJV). The explanation that they 
wanted merely 'to get acquainted with' the strangers 

Your programs wi ll benefit from this 
attrac tive, low cost New Testament! 
It has been wide ly used for Bible 
Correspo nde nce S tud e nts , 
Personal W o rk , Miss io n Points, 
Prison Minis tr ies and in man y 
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Share 
The Way Home 

with someone who needs it! 
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boxes of 100 at a special price of $ 100.00 

(includes freigh t anywhere in U.S.) 
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makes Lot's response most puzzling: 'Don't do this 
wicked thing' (v. 7). The context supports the tradi
tional interpretation of homosexuality, and other 
Bible passages link Sodom with sexual immorality 
and perversion (2 Pet. 2:7; Jude 7)." 

Attention Intellectual Snobs 
@Kenneth Scott of Ontario, Canada, has come 

up with the following version of the Lord's Prayer to 
help stuffed-shirts stay current: 

Your identity enjoys the highest ranking on a 
prioritized selectivity scale. May your sphere of 
influence take on reality parameters; may your 
mind set be implemented on this planet as in 
outer space. 

Allot to us, at this point in time and on a per 
diem basis, a sufficient and balanced dietary food 
intake, and rationalize a disclaimer against our 
negative feedback as we ra;ionalize a disclaimer 
against the negative feedback of others. 

And deprogram our negative potentialities, 
but desensitize the impact of the counter-p ro
ductive force. For yours is the dominant sphere 
of influence, the ultimate capability, and the 
highest qualitative analysis rating, at this point in 
time, and extending beyond a limited time 
frame. 

-The Commission-
" Preach the gospel to every creature" 

- The Challenge-
5.6 billion people in the world 

and only a few hundred missionaries. 
-The Conclusion-

The media must bridge the gap between a smaJJ 
missionary force and a massive population. 

A "total approach" to world evangelism -
RADIO • TELEVISION • LITERATURE 

IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 

Billions worldwide are hearing Truth for the World broad
casts. Thousands are enrolled in Bible correspondence 
courses. ~uch remains to be done. Prayers and support are 
needed fr:>m faithful brethren everywhere. 

Write: Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, Tennessee 38175-1135 

Call: (601) 895-9740 

Undtr tht oversight of 0/ivt Branch Church of Christ, Olivt Branch, Miss. 
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Girl Preacher 
WAccording to a featured article by Casey 

Matzke in ACU's Optimist (the campus newspaper) , 
Samantha Lewis (a girl), who is simply called Sam, 
"at the end of her freshman year, without even apply
ing for the job, was offered a youth ministry intern
ship in Houston. She accepted it, and the decision 
has led her in an unexpected direction." Sam said, "I 
couldn't believe people got paid for being a youth 
minister. You get to work with kids all day long, play 
games, go on mission trips and teach class. I just 
thought that would be amazing." 

Me too, Sam, me too! Wonder if president 
Money knows about this. 

The Core of the Core 

~Mr. Clinton, quoted in Newsweek, said, "I find 
it amazing that anybody could question whether I 
have core beliefs." Does this mean that his core belief 
is that he has core beliefs, or that he has a core belief 
that no one else could disbelieve his core belief that 
he has core beliefs? We await this week's press con
ference, and next week's, and those in following 
weeks, for various answers to these difficult ques
tions (National Review, Jan. 23, 1995). 

Value of Witchcraft (Psychiatry) 
WNational Examiner's soothsayers have scary 

'95 predictions. According to psychic Gary Spivey, 
Jacqueline Kennedy will appear to Hillary Clinton in 
a dream, tell her she is smarter than her husband, and 
convince her to run in his place. Futureteller 
Miariam Garabrant has worse news: Rush Limbaugh, 
who has made many millions off books and newslet
ters, will lose a fortune, go on welfare, and join the 
Democratic Party. 

"A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, 
or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they 
shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be 
upon them" (Lev. 20:27). 

Value of Psychiatry (Witchcraft) 

WEdmund Kemper, the Co-ed Killer ... had to see 
a psychiatrist, who concluded, "I see no psychiatric 
reason to consider him a danger to himself or any 
other member of society." At the time of the exami
nation, Kemper had a severed head stowed in the 
trunk of his car. 

Catching-Up and Catching-On 
W"Some older doctors have become disillu

sioned. They heralded the legalization of abortion as 
a breakthrough in women's health and a means to 



prevent the birth of babies with severe genetic de
fects. Now, many of them believe that abortion has 
become overused as a form of after-the-fact birth 
control" (Washington Post). 

Religious Liberals, Too 
&)"Conservatives believe it when they see it. Lib

erals see it when they believe it" (Dick Armey). 

Quotations Worth Quoting 
O"We live in a culture which seems dedicated to 

the corruption of the young, to assuring the loss of 
their innocence before their time" (William Bennett, 
in the March issue of Commentary). 

O"We have now become the kind of society that 
in the 19th century almost every Christian denomi
nation felt compelled to missionize" (Anthropologist 
David Murray, quoted by Bennett). 

O"Who wants to go back to the 19th century? 
Nobody, if what you mean by the 19th century is no 
cars, airplanes, TY, air conditioning, or penicillin. If 
what you mean by the 19th century is united families, 
enduring marriages, a near-universal commitment to 
transcendent faith, and a sense of raw excitement 
over the exercise of freedom, then yes, it is right to 
bemoan the passage of much that was associated with 
the 19th century" (William F. Buckley). 

0 Newt Gingrich affirmed that he has "a vision of 
an America in which belief in the Creator is once 
again at the center of defining being an American." 

OThe Princeton University Religion Research 
Center's publication Emerging Trends Oan. 1995) re
ports that every year for the last 50 years at least 94 
percent of Americans believe in God. The December 

Memphis School 
of Preaching 

• Two-year program A 
• Fifty-four courses 
• 2,760 clock hours " 
• No tuition 
• Qualified faculty 
• Limited scholarships • . · c • 1 
• Strong Bible emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being accepted 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
Conducted by 

Knight Arnold Church of Christ 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

Phone (901) 362-5139 

1994 issue of the same publication carried on its 
front page this statement, "There is a great deal of 
evidence - survey and other - to show that Ameri
cans are beginning to break their secular chains, that 
we are, indeed, in a period of spiritual renewal. As 
always, there are countervailing trends, reminding us 
that we are in the midst of what Charles Dickens de
scribed as 'the best of times, and the worst of times.' 
Despite the grim statistics about society, the unremit
ting voices of gloom and doom, and the sometimes 
desperate search for reasons and answers, the healing 
process is underway. We are, it would appear, a na-
. . " tton tn recovery. 

Abortion 
$Some think opposing abortion is a losing pro

position, but listen to this: "Not a single pro-life in
cumbent of either party lost to a pro-choice chal
lenger in a gubernatorial, House, or Senate race. 
Pro-life challengers also did well: 66 of the 84 House 
freshmen are clearly pro-life .... In the House a ma
jority - 224 members - have pro-life voting re
cords or views, while only 160 members define them
selves as pro-choice. The remainder have mixed re
cords. In the Senate, the pro-life side holds a nar-
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of the 
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rower edge, with 4 7 senators strongly pro-life, 44 
pro-choice, and 9 with mixed records .... A minority 
of Americans favor a complete prohibition of abor
tion; an overwhelming majority favors significant le
gal limits on the right to terminate pregnancy. Ameri
cans believe that abortion should be, to use the Presi
dent Clinton's word, 'rare"' (Source: National Re
view). 

OPatrick J. Buchanan wrote: "By thejr despera
tion and duplicity in trying to hide the number of 
abortions Dr. Foster performed, the White House 
gave us its answer. They have conceded there is 
something deeply shameful and morally suspect 
about the act." Buchanan also said, "[M]ost Ameri
cans, no matter their stand on 'a woman's right to 
choose,' believe in their hearts that the act of abor
tion is repugnant and sordid." 

Child Rights 
OHillary Clinton wants the U.S. Senate to ratify 

the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. M. Stanton Evans noted: "Mrs. Clinton be
lieves that children are entitled to legal representa
tion separate from or against their parents in a wide 
array of circumstances .... These interests can be just 
about anything, from driving privileges to public 
policy such as funding of the schools .... Her notion 
of separate legal interests focuses on children 
younger than 12." Mrs. Clinton writes, "When such 
interests arise, the traditional notion that the parent 
speaks for the child must be discarded, and the child 
is entitled to a lawyer." 

Look at This 
~Our thanks to Eric Hall for sending a photo

copy of a U.S. News & World Report article in the 
Science & Society section of the magazine. The essay 
cites a study by biologist Paul R. Gross and mathema
tician Norman Levitt, entitled Higher Superstition: 
The Academic Left and Its Quarrels with Science. 

Zt-ndled aamn~ aPaHaDtel 
1994 

Bound Volume 
of the Firm Foundation 

• 
-$25 plus shipping

• 
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The article states: "The scholarly methods of the 
critics will be familiar to anyone who has observed 
the radical transformation of the humanities disci
plines themselves over the past decade or so. Im
ported French intellectual fashions - most notably 
the ideas of Michel Foucault and Jacques Derrida's 
literary deconstruction techniques- have been com
bined in this country with radical feminist critiques, 
Mrocentrism and a kind of mystical environmental
ism in an attempt to challenge the very idea of mean
ing in human expression. The bottom line of the 
deconstructive philosophy is that no text - neither 
Lord Jim nor a Cheerios box top - is privileged over 
any other, conflating all levels of culture into an in
significant blob. The idea of 'high' culture is simply a 
social construction that ought to be demolished .... 
Gross and Levitt have little tolerance for deconstruc
tionists and their kindred critics, dismissing their 
work at various points as 'unalloyed twaddlem,' 'her
meneutic hootchy-koo,' and 'magical thinking' - in 
short 'a con game.'" 

Eric notes, "The new hermeneutic is spreading." 
We encourage our readers to take another look at 

J.E. Choate's outstanding investigation into the 
"Hermeneutic of Suspicion." It is the backbone of 
most of the foolishness flowing out of some of the 
schools controlled by "our" brothers. Fp 

Creation 
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by Bert Thompson, Ph.D. 

This new book from brother Thompson is a de
tailed, lively discussion of practically every at
tempt to force an agreement between Scripture 
and evolutionary geology. 

Topics include: 
• The Genesis account of creation 
• Chronologies and dating of biblical 

events 
• The Day-Age Theory 
• The Gap Theory 
• Progressive creationism 

• • • • • 
$10.95 plus shipping and handling 

• • • • • 
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Directory Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

-Ohio-

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. 

p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 

Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave. Sun. 9:30, Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of. Preaching. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Brad Poe, minister. minister. 787-5814. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 

-Oregon-
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Gladstone- 225 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30• 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., call 789-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 
(907) 456-4921• p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. H M C d h ugo c or , preac er. 

-Arkansas-

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-· 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m. Wed. 1 p.m. J. K. Gossett, Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

- California -
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Indiana-

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar P. Craft, minister. (803) 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 877-8951. Exit 56 offl-85. 3 miles. 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 

Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

-Missouri-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. central 

Cauaca oF cHRIST Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Belinda Pkway. Fiheen minutes from downtown 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (417) 334- Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 3866, 334-3757. Wayne Coats, preacher. 

-Colorado-

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell 
Broking, evangelist. 

-Montana-

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
minister. Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 

N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. -Florida-
- North Carolina -

9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith. • 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
11 6 00 W d 7 00 B'll R S 10 11 6 p m Wed 7 30 p m (919) Pearl St., 7.6201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 a.m., : p.m., e . : p.m. 1 y • un. , a.m., . ., • : . . 
Davidson, minister. 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
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Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 Richwood - Church of Christ at Richwood, Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 135 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 1600 N. Hwy. 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. 
evangelist. G. Hecker, preacher... • • • (703) 382-7777. 

Hu(st - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 
Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Terry M. Hightower, preacher. . . . . . 
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mileS. 1-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244: (703) 637-6839 • 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., Loran Gearhart (307) ·634-3040 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
Dooley, ministers. minister. (703) 382-7837. 6110. 

Save 20% oil the price listed 
• My Wonderful Salvation by Harvey Childress ................................................................. $2.50 
• Church-Sponsored Missions by Phillip W. Elkins ........................................................... $3.00 
• Sanctification and the Christian by Jeanette Kee ........................................................... $4.00 
• The Wit~esses Jehovah by Dewey Fogerson ................................................................. $4.00 
• The Ten Commandments, Yesterday and Today by Burton Coffman ............................. $4.50 
• Putting the Pearls in Place by Bill Stewart ...................................................................... $4.00 

Order from the Firm Foundation 
1-800-572-3619 

Please send no money. 
We will send the books and bill you 20% off the price listed plus shipping. 

9~UJM ~ fJ&t- ot ~ ~ 109'L s~ 
(1917-1991) 

• The World Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) ................................................ $3.00 
·• Beautiful Star (13-lesson study of the book of Esther) ............................................. $2.25 
• Take a Little Honey with You and Other Sennons (kindness in living) ............... $2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) ....................................... $2.00 
• 5 Minutes with the Master (50 5-minute sennons) ................................................... $2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It ...................................................... $2.00 
• Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 1 (study of 13 Bible words) .................................... $2.50 
• Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 2 (study of 13 more Bible words) .......................... $2.50 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson study) .................................................................. $1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson study) .............................................. $2.00 

-Some of brother Smith's books have aged, but the message they proclaim will never grow old.-

$11.95 per set plus shipping. 
Boolcs sold indi.ndtu~ll:y far the price listed plus shipping. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Congregation of approx. 500 members desires 
pulpit minister keenly interested in spiritual, 
numerical growth of Lord's church. Desire a man 
who will present the message of the scriptures in its 
purity to both members, non-members alike. Must 
be dynamic speaker and appeal to all age groups. 
Must be interested in community outreach and work 
to motivate the membership to accomplish this goal. 
Send r~sum~ and sermon tapes to Elders, Memorial 
Parkway Church of Christ, 3 703 Memorial 
Parkway, Huntsville, AL 35810, (205) 852-3801. 

Florida congregation needs full-time minister. We 
are seeking a conservative family man to help us 
grow. Please send r~sum~ and references to West 
Nassau Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1508, Callahan, 
FL 32011 (904) 845-3843. 

Wanted: Full-time preacher for a small conservative 
congregation of 40 members. Salary and house 
provided. Send r~sum~, references, tape, and picture 
to Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., Dayton, 
OH 45431 

Parker, Colorado. We are looking for a full-time 
preacher to help us evangelize a rapidly growing 
community that is located just outside of Metro
Denver. We are a congregation of 40, and are self 
supponing. Applicants must be conservative and 
have a proven soul-winning r~sum~. Contact jim 
Taylor (303) 799-4664; Allan Banta (303) 841-
7594, or Chuck Boerner (303) 755-5925 for funher 
information. 

The Keller Church of Christ in Texas is searching 
for a new pulpit minister. We are a congregation 
of 350 on the outskirts of the Dallas/Ft. Worth 
Metroplex in a very fast-growing area. If interested, 
please send your r~sum~ and an audio/video tape 
to Keller Church of Christ, P.O. Box 179, Keller, 
TX 76248. 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send r~sum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-
2554 
Small congregation looking for a conservative 
preacher, grounded in the truth. Would need partial 
suppon. 2-BR house with basement provided. Send 
r~sum~ and/or tape to Westside Church of Christ, 
1625 N. 7th St., Arkansas City, KS 67005. 
r .--~-'-

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife teaching team. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting time, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 
tape, resum~, and family picture to Church of 
Christ, Box j, Del Norte, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Preachers Available 
Gospel preacher of 22 yrs. seeks congregation that 
can't afford a full-time preacher. 1973 Brown Trail 
School of Preaching graduate, retired from Air 
Force, 1970. If I can be of help to you please call: 
Tom Lucas, (817) 428-3507 or write: 6453 
Highview Terrace, Watauga, TX 76148 (Ft. Worth 
area). References on request. 

Preacher available. Dennis Crecelius, Box 476, Italy, 
TX 76651. (214) 483-7523. 

Preacher, 57, married, wants to relocate inN. TX 
or S. OK with congregation of 50-90. Have been 
with church here in Eunice since 8/79; BSE and 
MA from ACU. For resum~, references, and info 
write to jerry A. Price, 331 S. 4th, Eunice LA 
70535 or call (318) 546-0347. 

For Sale 
Reproducible worksheets for 1st thru 4th graders. 
Packet #1 contains over 90 pages of activity sheets 
on a variety of topics. Packet #2 contains 13 
lessons, According to God's Pattern, regarding 
worship, church organization, and salvation. Easy 
and more difficult activities with each lesson. $10 
per packet plus 10% postage. Hanna Publications, 
P.O. Box 278, Eudora, KS 66025-0278. 

Women's Role in the Church - Give an Answer 
Series. Tract #1, "A Study of 1 Timothy 3:8-15"; 
Tract #2, "Questions and Answers." $1 ea.; 12 for 
$10; 100 for $80 plus 10% postage. Hanna 
Publications, P.O. Box 278, Eudora, KS 66025-0278. 

316 theater seats with padded cushions in very 
good condition. Only asking a small price. Marietta, 
Church of Christ, 305 S.W. 3rd Street, Marietta, 
OK 73448. (405) 276-2363. 

Deaver-Yoder debate- a debate on the work and 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit by Weyland Deaver 
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and Gil Yoder with appendices by Roy Deaver, 
Mac Deaver, Ron Cosby, and Wayne Price. $8.00 
plus $1.50 S/H. Order from Gil Yoder, 3045 W. 
Victor Ave., Visalia, CA 93277 or call (209) 732-
7515. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Providence of God
$15.00, plus $2.00 shipping & handling. The Minor 
Prophets- $12.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. 
Order from POWER Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/U (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $50,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230. 

Oak pews, 12-15 ft. length, 8-10ft. long, all padded 
except 4. In good condition. Contact Robertson 
County Church of Christ, 2980 Highway 41 South, 
Springfield, TN 37172. (615) 643-1021. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Basic Bible: Christ and His Church by Daniel 
B. Lyle, Ph.D. 296 pages. A collection of thousands 
of Scripture references, each summarized and 
organized under hundreds of logically-arranged 
subject areas. Includes over 2,000 interesting, 
important discussion-stimulating questions. This 
extremely dear and easy guide to the Bible is a 
must for every Christian's library. It is ideal 
for Bible classes for all ages and for cottage 
evangelistic studies focused on the simplicity and 
power of New Testament Christianity. Order by 
sending $11.50 to Theo-Med Publishers, Box 
1483, Colton, CA 92324. 

Miscellaneous 
Free church pews. Duluth MN (218) 722-1984. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The "Basic Bible" Evangelistic System. An easy, 
enjoyable, effective system for increasing 
evangelistic home Bible studies by tenfold or 
more in your congregation. Elders or church 
leaders write for free information to: Dan Lyle, 
5916 Vandegrift Ave., Rockville, MD 20851. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for you retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 
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1995 Michigaa 
Firm Foundation Lectureship 

- Unity - Scriptural and Unscriptural Proposals II 

-August 10-12, 1995-

Thursday, August 10 
6:45 p.m ....................... Introduction 
7: 10 p.m ....................... The Bible Is the Pattern for Our Lives ............................................................. B. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
8:00 p.m . ...................... Biblical Unity: How to Have It ................................................................................. WDllam Woodson 

Friday, August 11 
6:45 p.m ....................... Introduction 
7:10p.m . ...................... Biblical Unity: Where We Can Differ and Still Have It ........................................ WDllam Woodson 
8:00 p.m . ...................... Biblical Unity: How to Lose It ........................................................................... B. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Saturday, August 12 
9:00 am ....................... Introduction 
9:10 a.m ....................... Change Agents in the Church- 1 ....................................................................... WDllam Woodson 

10:00 a.m ........................ Unscriptural: Separate Christ and His Gospel From Doctrine. 
Then Do Not Bind Doctrine ............................................................................. B. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

11 :00 am ....................... Unscriptural: Deny the Distinction Between the Church of Christ 
Ed Denominations ....................................................................................................... Edclle Whitten 

1:30 p.m ....................... Change Agents in the Church- 2 ....................................................................... WDllam Woodson 
2:30 p.m ....................... Unscriptural: Do Not Bind Implication on One Another ........................................... George Beals 
3:30 p.m ....................... Unscriptural: Do Not Bind the Silence of the Scriptures on One Another ........... Leroy Mecllock 
6:30 p.m ....................... Singing 
7:00 p.m ....................... Let Us Stand 'lbgether in Promoting 'ftuth That Saves 

3Ild Resisting Error That Damns ......................................................................... Terrence McClalD 
8:00p.m ....................... Bless Be the Biblical 'I'ie That Binds ........................................................................... Edclle Whitten 
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The Proposed Ono Forum 
By Adron Doran 

I 

T he story of the restoration of the temple, the 
rebuilding of the walls of the city, and the re
pairing of the gates of the walls in Jerusalem 

is one of the most fascinating and meaningful stories 
of the Old Testament. After years in captivity, Ezra, 
Zerubbabel, and Nehemiah led a group back to 
Jerusalem to restore and refurbish the place where 
their fathers' sepulchers lay in waste. 

Ezra and Zerubbabel had finished their work of 
restoring the temple about 13 years before Nehemiah 
appeared on the scene to restore the walls and gates. 
This project was a most eventful and courageous ven
ture. It was begun and completed against great odds. 
The opposition was led by Sanballat and Tobiah. 

The adversaries used various means to hinder the 
good work which was being done by Nehemiah and 
his associates. They understood full well that "there 
had come a man to seek the welfare of the children of 
Israel" (Neh. 1:10). They first resorted to mockery 
and scorn. Then they accused Nehemiah of prepar
ing to stage a rebellion against the established civil 
government. When these tactics failed, the anger of 
the enemies caused them to declare outright war 
against the builders. However, every man remained 
at his post of duty with a construction tool in one 
hand and a weapon of war in the other. At the sound 
of a trumpet, all of the laborers/soldiers would rally 
to the point in the walls where the attack was being 
made. The work of rebuilding and repairing was kept 
on schedule in the face of great danger because "the 
people had a mind to work" (Neh. 4:6). 

When ~ll of the strategy of Sanballat and Tobiah 
had come to naught, they proposed to Nehemiah that 
he cease his labors and join them in a compromise 
forum in one of the villages in the plain of Ono (Neh. 
6:2). The invitation was repeated for the fifth time to 
no avail. Nehemiah sent messengers to his adversar
ies saying: "I am doing a great work so that I cannot 
come down. Why should the work cease, while I 
leave it, and come down to you?" (Neh. 6:3). Refus
ing all overtures from his opposition, Nehemiah fin
ished restoring the walls and rebuilding the gates in 
52 days. 

We wonder what would have happened at the 
Ono Summit had Nehemiah agreed to attend. We 
think that nothing could have been said or done that 
would have been to Nehemiah's advantage or would 
have assuaged the tension which had been created. 
He had enough confidence in what he was doing and 
enough faith in the power of God's hand to conclude 
that no benefit could be derived from conducting a 
forum with those who were intent on causing his 
project to fail. 

We can imagine the arguments which Sanballat 
and Tobiah would have made to justify their proposi
tion. They could have said their roots date back to 
the same God and their language and speech were the 
same before Babel. It was only after their ancestors 
were scattered abroad that they really became differ
ent. But they could have proposed that their differ
ences were not great enough to keep them from sit
ting down together in dialogue. 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Nitty-Gritty 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Perspective, as its inventor remarked, is a 
beautiful thing. What horrors of damp 
huts, where human beings languish, may 

not become picturesque through aerial distance! 
What hymning of cancerous vices may we not lan
guish over as sublimest art in the safe remoteness 
of a strange language and artificial phrase! Yet we 
keep a repugnance to rheumatism and other pain
ful effects when presented in our personal experi
ence (George Eliot). 

Things are not always what they seem to be. There is the ap
pearance of a thing, and there is the reality of that same thing. At 
times the appearance is colored by desire, or fear, or delusion. 

A mighty man of God can go through life fully understanding 
what the Bible teaches on marriage, divorce, and remarriage, but 
when his grown children develop problems in their marriage rela
tionship, he becomes confused and no longer understands what he 
once perceived with clarity. His attempt to justify his wayward 
child clouds his vision and deforms his thinking. His perspective 
has changed and his mind is changed. 

The teaching of the Bible has not changed, of course, but the 
man's judgment is twisted, and he wrests the scripture to suit his 
prejudice. He once saw plainly, but now is blind. He once was 
right, but now is wrong. 

Demas was perverted by the gods of this world. Demas joined 
Paul and Luke in saluting the saints at Colossae but later forsook 
Paul because he loved the present world (Col. 4:14; 2 Tim. 4 :10). 
His perception changed, and his behavior conformed to his edited 
attitude. 

Philetus was once a loyal disciple but became an overthrower 
of faith (2 Tim. 2:18). Diotrephes, by his love of fame and power, 
turned from supporting truth to opposing the beloved John 
(3 John 9). 

The god of this world can blind the minds of the unbelieving 
"that the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should not dawn upon them" (2 Cor. 4:4}. 

Our offspring can go to the university or into the world know
ing truth and come home endorsing error. A wise father will un
derstand what has happened and will patiently and firmly correct 
his dear children, but an unwise father will follow them in their 
misconceptions. 

Example: A precious child may leave home knowing truth is 
one and return thinking everything is relative; the child may 



understand there is one church, but be deceived into thinking de
nominationalism is good. A loving parent may be thrown into a 
tailspin and wind up in the same bog as his child, or he may keep 
his balance and reject his child's delusion. The parent, being older 
and more experienced, should be the mentor, but many times is the 
pupil. This is a bizarre inversion, but it happens. "Who is the Pot
ter, pray, and who the clay?" 

The point d' appui is that relevance is determined by what is 
right and not by what is convenient, or pleasant. 

There is a light and flimsy sentiment floating around nowadays 
that Bible truths are no longer pertinent because times have 
changed. Young ones come home to tell their parents that everlast
ing truth is fleeting. The exotic thing is that the parent believes it. 

We are gravely told that times have changed, and Bible instruc
tion is no longer adequate to guide us into safe paths. We need 
something more than divine revelation. We need the dictates of 
psychologists and sociologists to help us overcome our problems. 

We live in difficult times. We have dope addiction and hard
rock and alcoholism and fast airplanes and atomic bombs and air 
pollution and computers and internet and no-telling-what-else. 
Ancient Bible truths cannot possibly handle these current prob
lems. The Bible is out-of-date and cannot deal with our contempo
rary problems. 

This disposition says two things: (1) God is not smart enough 
to know our frame and give answers to problems for every genera
tion "unto the end of the ages," and that (2) man is wiser than his 
Maker and knows how to handle problems God never considered. 
(The two may be the same.) 

You have heard it before, but I beg you to take a moment to 
reconsider Paul's confident proposition: "Every scripture inspired 
of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness. That the man of God may 
be complete, furnished completely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 
3:16-17). 

Now, that is true or it is not true. The Bible can solve our prob
lems, ancient and modern, or it cannot. If the Bible is adequate and 
alone-sufficient to make us complete in God's sight, then we do 
not need wiseacres to tell us what is best for us. Twentieth-century 
psychology is not better than ancient revelation. The sociology of 
1995 is not an improvement on first-century counsel. 

Times change. We wear neckties and drive high-powered auto
mobiles, but our basic, inner needs are the same as Adam's hopes 
and fears. We ride on a DC-1 0, but that does not change us in our 
fundamental-self from those who rode on donkeys and camels. 

God made us, and he knows us. His rules for our conduct are 
best, and he has the answer for every problem, no matter the cen
tury or mode of travel or style of clothing. External things are 
frivolous. The internal things are serious. God deals with the inner 
needs and not with cosmetics. 

The basic personality and character needs of men never change 
-they are like God in the sense of being the same yesterday, today, 
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and forever. Our fundamental requirements are the 
same as Adam, even though the first man never saw 
an airplane nor talked on a telephone. 

External things - like rockets and a-bombs -
are trivial and inconsequential. Internal things like 
spirit and eternity outlast time, and, as a poet said, 
they "are the things that are more excellent." God 
and his Word deal with mind and infinity, and that's 
what really counts. 

It is heartbreaking to hear grown men saying that 
our present problems are so immense that the Bible is 
no longer adequate to the task of resolving inner con
flicts and setting us on a right course, and that the 
need of modern man is a psychologist's couch. 
Equally disturbing is the idea that some man or 
woman, schooled in human secularism and knowing 
an interview trick or two, is better able to counsel us 
than is the everlasting volume of divine revelation. 

That is disingenuous bosh and wholesale non
sense. No right-thinking person will buy into it. 

Countless victims will bear witness that the guid
ance of the psychiatrist and psychologist is empty 

and without value. What can someone trained in in
stitutions of human origin - where God and his 
Word are lighdy regarded - tell you that is as good 
as Bible instruction and correction? Most people, 
after listening to the contradictions and inconsist
encies of psychobabble, come away confused and 
disappointed. Like Omar Khayyam, they go to the 
mind-doctor and "hear great argument about it and 
about: but evermore come out by the same Door as in 
they went." 

Gospel preachers and godly elders should never 
hold themselves out as psychological counselors, but 
as teachers of an eternal Word. If someone has a mar
riage problem, social inconsistency, or personality 
conflict, the best thing to do is turn to the Bible and 
search for an answer. The elder or preacher should 
simply lay his finger on the passage and tell the 
troubled person to make the application. If this does 
not help, the jabber of a "trained" counselor is cer
tainly not going to do any good. 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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The Proposed Ono Forum 
(continued from page 1) 

S anballat could have laid claim to the fact that 
the Moabites dated their ancestry back to 
Moab, the oldest son of Lot (Gen. 19:37) 

while Nehemiah dated his back to Lot's Uncle Abra
ham. Tobiah could have dated his ancestry to 
Ammon another son of Lot (Gen. 19:38). They could 
have made the same request of Nehemiah that the 
adversaries made to Zerubbabel, "Let us build with 
you; for we seek your God, as ye do and we do sacri
fice unto Him" (Ezra 4:2). Finally, they could have 
made the plea to Nehemiah that the land was vast 
and rich enough for all of them to live together in 
peace and love. They could have effected a coalition 
to guarantee strength against other enemy tribes and 
nations. Their likenesses were greater than their dif
ferences so they could dwell and labor together in 
unity by diversity. 

The Ammonites, the Arabians, and the Ashdod
ites, had they met in a conference with Nehemiah, 
could well have chided the Israelites for isolating and 
cloistering themselves and claiming the exclusive 
right to represent God. Had the Ono meeting been 
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held, the walls might never have been restored and 
the enemies would have gained the day. · 

Mter the temple had been restored, the walls had 
been rebuilt, and the gates repaired, the enemies 
made efforts to infiltrate the ranks of the people of 
God in Jerusalem. Sanballat's daughter married one 
of the grandsons of the high priest (Neh. 13 :28). 
Also, "Eliashib, the priest" prepared for Tobiah "a 
chamber in the courts of the house of God" during 
Nehemiah's absence from Jerusalem (Neh. 13:4-5). 

In August 1984, representatives of the Christian 
Church and self-appointed representatives of 
churches of Christ met in Joplin, Mo., in what they 
styled the "Joplin Summit." The efforts seemed to 
have been devoted to bringing about unity among the 
two groups. This "Summit" has been followed during 
the past decade by what the leaders of the "new unity 
movement" call forums. There is a significant paral
lel between what Don Dewelt, Alan Cloyd, and 
Rubel Shelly set out to accomplish and that proposed 
by Sanballat and Tobiah to Nehemiah. Subsequent 
forums bear out this observation. 



Closely related to these forums are the Nashville 
Jubilee and the Tulsa Workshop. All of them have 
brought about compromises within liberal churches 
of Christ. Still, not one Christian Church has agreed 
to give up instruments of music in worship. To be 
sure, not all of those who have attended and partici
pated in the forums have compromised their convic
tions, but the rank and file have surrendered their 
former positions on change, the essence of worship, 
the role of women in the church, the place of grace in 
the scheme of redemption, the pattern of organiza
tion for the church, and the importance of preaching 
the doctrine of Christ. A far greater compromise has 
been made by some with the "digressives" than was 
ever thought of by Sanballat and Tobiah in the pro
posed conference with Nehemiah in Ono. It is diffi
cult to understand how two groups with as divergent 
views on the Bible as churches of Christ and Chris
tian Churches hold would ever expect to be able to 
have perfect fellowship. 

One of the largest Christian Churches in Ken
tucky conducted its Easter services in the Lexington 
Rupp Arena where the University of Kentucky plays 

basketball, and the state high school basketball tour
nament is held. The Lexington Herald-Leader re
ported that 8,350 people attended and gave the fol
lowing account: 

The program included prayer; an offering; com
munion with grape juice in disposable containers 
that resembled coffee creamers; and special mu
sic by Southland's Worship Choir, Praise Orches
tra, The Messengers, 70 x 7 and These Three. A 
dramatic skit drew laughter from the crowd. 

How in the world a faithful preacher of the gos
pel can exchange pulpits with such practices in wor
ship is far beyond comprehension. Can one who be
lieves in worshiping God in spirit and truth fellow
ship the practice of employing professional perform
ers for the Lord's Day assembly? However, based on 
recent newspaper reports, we wonder if Rubel Shelly, 
Mike Cope, Joe VanDyke, and Max Lucado, would 
not have been perfectly at ease in observing Easter in 
Rupp Arena with drummers and actors. Shades of 
Ono! 

111 Woodland Ave. 
Lexington, KY 40502 
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If you want some books you'll wear out by frequent use, we've got 'em! We're talking about the 
Annual Denton Lectures books, acknowledged by the thousands who've used them over the years to 
be some of the most practical and helpful Bible study aids ever to be published. 

FEATURESOFTHESEGREATADLTEXTUALSTUDYBOOKS 

• Books average 500+ pages each • Chapters on false doctrines relating to text 
• Complete introductions and summaries • Chapters on current brotherhood issues 
• Full exegesis/exposition of the text • Authors are Scripturally sound Bible scholars 
• Chapters dealing with difficult passages • Attractive matched hard-bound red covers 

Volumes available: Studies in Joshua, Judges, & Ruth; Studies in 1, 2 Samuel; Studies in 1, 2 Kings, & 1, 
2 Chronicles; Studies in Ezra, Nehemiah, & Esther; Studies in Acts; Studies in 1 Corinthians; Studies in 2 
Corinthians; Studies in Galatians; Studies in 1, 2 Thessalonians & Philemon; Studies in James; Studies in 
1, 2, 3 John; Studies in the Revelation. A great value at only $14.00 each (plus s/h)! Order today! 

VPI is also your best source for almost 100 titles, including most of the sound lectureship books and a 
large assortment of Bibles (KJY, ASV, NKJV) at discount prices! Write or call for our complete catalog. 

VAUD PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Dept. F-8 • 908 Imperial Drive • Denton, Texas 76201 

Phone/Fax: 817/387-1429 
!/Juolisners ana aulriiu!Drs of 8criptura/lj; sountfooo.fs ana tracts since I 982 

August 1995 5 
Firm Foundation 



(Brother Roy]. Hearn is an octogenarian who has fought hand-to-hand, ~n the trenche~, agains~ ene~ies of 
truth and righteousness. He is zealous in heralding the whole gos~el and keeptng back ~othtng that ts prof~table. 
He has trained many men to preach the Word, having served as dtrector of the Memphts School of Preachtng for 
17 years. Though uncompromising in his presentation and defe~se of Christ ~nd his cross, he is neither ~icious 
nor sarcastic. His article is a little longer than the Firm Foundatton usually pnnts, but he has earned the nght to 
be heard, and has something important to say. We urge you to read every word of the following article. It will 
do you good and give you a proper perspective of some current fads - Dobbs.) 

Look to Yourselves 
1 

By Roy J. Hearn 

Second John 8 asserts, "Look to yourselves, that 
ye lose not the things we have wrought, but 
that ye receive a full reward." In this connec

tion, read verses 9-11 and see that God does not al
low variations from his Word. This is very significant 
in view of liberties being taken by many today. Read 
the entire epistle and observe where the emphasis is 
placed. Pay particular attention to the following: 

John mentions "truth" five times, "commands" 
four times, "doctrine" three times, for a total of 12, 
but "love" is mentioned only four times. This does 
not minimize love but magnifies "truth" (doctrine 
and commands). The anathema of God is upon those 
who go beyond what is written in the Word. 

John 17: 17 says, "Sanctify them through thy 
truth; thy word is truth." Psalm 119:142, 151 states, 
"Thy law is the truth," and '~11 thy commandments 
are truth." Second Corinthians affirms, "For we can 
do nothing against the truth, but for the truth." One 
may rebel against the truth, but he cannot destroy it, 
but must meet it at the judgment. To keep the com
mandments of God is to demonstrate love for the 
truth (1 John 5:3). Sentiment is not under consider
ation, but walking after God's commands is the main 
point. So John says, "Look to yourselves." Why? 
"Lest ye lose everything." 

When God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden 
of Eden, they were pure, sinless, and undefiled. They 
were in God's image and fit for association with him. 
But they yielded to the adulation of Satan and fell 
from that holy and happy estate. They lost what God 
had wrought in them. Ecclesiastes 7:29 says, "God 
made man upright, but they have sought out many 
inventions." 

As time passed, the population of the world grew. 
After about 165 6 years the human race became so 
corrupt it repented God that he had made man. So he 
purposed to destroy man from the face of the earth. 
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Then came the great flood of Noah's day. Only eight 
righteous souls could be found. Humanity lost what 
God had wrought and was destroyed in the flood. 
These are early examples to show that God does not 
tolerate evil and error. 

Ten generations after the flood, God chose Abra
ham, through whom he would develop the nation of 
Israel. This was about 1921 B.C. To him was born 
Isaac, through whom the seed was called. After Isaac 
the line continued through Jacob and his 12 sons, 
through whom the 12 tribes were developed. When 
they grew to some 7 5 souls, there was a great famine 
in the land, so they all wound up in Egypt, where Jo
seph, Jacob's son, had become governor. 

After Israel had grown in numbers in Egypt, they 
were subjected to strenuous labor and treated badly. 
By and by, God appointed Moses to lead the people 
out of Egyptian bondage. Finally, they were allowed 
to leave and went into the wilderness, headed for the 
promised land. At Mt. Sinai the Ten Commandments 
were given, to which were added feast days, moral 
codes, and various statutes. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-12 records warnings given 
by Moses. He warned the people to keep all 
the commands of God and teach them to 

their children. He cautioned them to "beware lest 
thou forget the Lord, which brought thee forth out of 
the land of Egypt." Further warning is given in Deu
teronomy 8:2-3. All of these were too clear to be mis
understood, however, that generation which left 
Egypt did not keep God's Word, and were caused to 
wander in the wilderness till they died, except Joshua 
and Caleb. 

Through disobedience, they lost what God had 
wrought in them in the great deliverance from Egyp
tian bondage. 

Mter a new generation arrived in the Promised 
Land, the warnings God had given to them were 



repeated. During the days of the judges, there were 
seven oppressions upon Israel, because of sins. (The 
whole nation was not involved at all times.) Then, by 
and by, they became dissatisfied with God's reign 
over them and demanded a king to be like the nations 
about them (1 Sam. 8). God told Samuel to let them 
have one, but God was not pleased, and said in Ho
sea 13:11: "I gave them a king in mine anger, and 
took him away in my wrath." It is dangerous to trifle 
with God's will. 

The united kingdom began with Saul, son of 
Kish, as king. Then came David followed by So
lomon. Rehoboam, Solomon's son, became so tyran
nical the kingdom was divided. Ten tribes went with 
a new king, Jeroboam, and two stayed with 
Rehoboam. Right away Jeroboam led the 10 tribes 
into idolatry (1 Kings 12:27-33). Of the 19 kings of 
the ten tribes, all were corrupt; not one served God. 
Finally, about 721 B.C., God had them carried away 
into Assyrian captivity, never to return. 

The king of Assyria moved many non-Jews into 
Israel's cities to mix with some of the Israelites. The 
Samaritans of Jesus' day were this mongrel race. So, 
those 10 tribes lost their identity! Please keep that in 
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mind. They lost what God had wrought in them 
through disobedience and disregard of God's law. 

Judah, the southern kingdom, fared better- for 
a little while. They lasted another 115 years, with 
some good kings and some bad. In time, Judah be
came so corrupt God sent them into Babylonian cap
tivity for 70 years beginning 606 B.C. They, too, lost 
what God had wrought in them. 

Compare the Lord's church to these historical 
facts. It was prophesied some 700 years before Christ 
came "that the mountain of Jehovah's house shall be 
established on the top of the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow 
unto it. And many peoples shall go and say, Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word of Jehovah from 
Jerusalem" (lsa. 2:1-4). 

The prophecy was repeated in the second chap
ter of Daniel. These prophecies were fulfilled as re
corded in Acts 2, 10 days after the resurrection of our 
Lord. The church was produced in all of its purity 
and simplicity. The saints continued steadfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine (Acts 2:42). The church was as 
God desired in origin, name, doctrine, organization, 
and practice, however, after a while, the spirit of re
bellion and disobedience cropped up. 

Warnings were given. Acts 20:26-31 records that 
Paul warned the elders at Ephesus that they should 
take heed, for after his departure grievous wolves 
would enter in, not sparing the flock. Paul predicted 
apostasy. Even some of those elders would turn to 
error and lead many away after them. Paul warned 
night and day with tears, but to no avail. In 1 Timo
thy 4:1-3 Paul gives another warning that many 
would depart from the faith. A more detailed warn
ing is given in 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-11. 

The great apostasy was at work in Paul's day (2 
Thess. 2:7). Men became dissatisfied with God's or
der and began to develop their own doctrines and 
practices. (Keep in mind that Paul said this would be
gin with elders, and that is what happened, as history 
records. That is still a problem in 1995. Few are re
ally elders who are called elders. If they were really 
shepherds of the flock, as they are supposed to be, 
they would stem the tide of digression that now 
threatens the church. Instead, they give endorsement 
to error, apparently oblivious to the fact that they 
must give an account (Heb. 13: 17). The apostasy 
burst into full bloom in A.D. 606 with the appoint-
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ment of the first universal bishop, called a pope. The 
world was plunged into the period known as the 
Dark Ages. 

An attempt to correct the apostate church was 
called The Reformation. This movement had its seeds 
planted as early as A.D. 1170 when the Albigenses 
became prominent in southern France. They op
posed tradition as authority in religion, the doctrine 
of purgatory, and image worship. Innocent III, a Ro
man Catholic ruler, subjected them to great slaugh
ter. 

About the same time, Peter Waldo started a 
movement in opposition to the Catholic Church. The 
Waldensians were noted for their zeal for purity. Un
der great persecution they left France. 

Then came John Wycliffe, who was called "The 
Morning Star of the Reformation," because he fought 
valiantly against the evils of the Catholic Church. He 
translated the New Testament into the language of the 
people. Later, the Catholics, with great pomp and 
ceremony, dug up his bones, burned them and cast 
them upon the river, referred to him as the "Arch 
Heretick," and said let his memory perish forever. Af
ter him came Huss, Jerome, Savanarola, and others. 

Martin Luther arose in opposition to the corrup
tions of the Catholic Church. In October 1517 he 
nailed his 95 objections to the Catholic hierarchy to 
the door of the cathedral in Wittenburg, Germany. 
He condemned the selling of indulgences (the pardon 
of temporal punishment due for sin) by the pope. 
This gave impetus to the Reformation. 

Afterwards, William Tyndale translated the Bible 
into English. For this he was strangled, tied to the 
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stake, and his body burned to ashes. In dying he said: 
"Lord, open the king of England's eyes." King James 
of England later ordered a new version of he Bible, 
which has endured to this day. 

· With the work of these men, along with Ulric 
Zwingley, Calvin, Knox, Wesley, Smythe, and others 
modern denominationalism came into being. That 
they did much in breaking the yoke of the Roman 
Catholic Church is obvious, and a debt of gratitude is 
due them. Still, they did not go far enough. 

The Reformation paved the way for a restoration 
attempt. Noble men became dissatisfied with the reli
gious confusion caused by so many different and con
flicting doctrines that they began to turn back to the 
Bible as their only source of authority in religion. 
The idea of restoring the New Testament church 
rather than attempting to reform a corrupt church 
goes back as far as 1778 in Morrison Court, Glasgow, 
Scotland; and Leithwalk, Edinburg, Scotland in 
1798; North Wales in 1799; Dublin, Ireland, and En
gland in 1810. 

The plea to restore New Testament Christianity 
to the 20th century by going back to the Bible and 
following its instructions absolutely began in the 
United States with James O'Kelly, a Methodist 
preacher, in 1793. Dr. Chester Bullard, a Baptist in 
Lyndon, Vt., soon joined the move. The most promi
nent attempt at restoration was the movement spear
headed by Barton W. Stone in Kentucky in 1801. This 
was eight years before Thomas Campbell came to 
this country and 11 years before he and his illustrious 
son, Alexander, were immersed by Mathias Luce. In 
the year 1831, Stone and the Campbells formed a 
united front in promoting the effort to get back all 
the way to the Bible and restore the ancient order of 
things. 

The Restorers wrought some things that ought to 
be preserved, and we must "Look to ourselves lest we 
lose them." They restored the pattern of the church 
as suggested in Hebrews 8:5. Their movement re
sulted in the right creed (Christ); right rule of faith 
and doctrine (New Testament); correct form of wor
ship, Bible names and proper organization. This was 
highly succ~ssful and attracted many followers. The 
New Testament order was restored. 

Sadly, the time came about the middle of the 19th 
century, or a little later, that some became dissatisfied 
with the Lord's way, as did Israel long before. There 
was agitation for a missionary society to supplant the 
work of the church. Others wanted to introduce me
chanical instruments of music into the worship. Both 



of these were done, and the church was torn asunder. 
A clean division was recognized in the Federal Cen
sus of 1906. 

Later, some of the Christian Churches, formed by 
the division and innovations, combined with the Con
gregational Church and formed another body. "On 
July 8, 1959, representatives of the Congregational 
Christian Churches and the Evangelical Reformed 
Church adopted, at Oberlin, Ohio, a Statement of 
Faith for the United Church of Christ, into which they 
were merging" (Handbook of Denominations in the 
United States, by FrankS, Mead, p. 221). 

Thus a church that once had its roots in the Res
toration Movement, left the truth and moved further 
into error, and finally lost its identity as did Israel 
when she was mingled with the Assyrians centuries 
ago. 

With a heavy heart we must warn that new 
apostasies are budding. This has been going on for 
decades. Many years ago R.H. Boll and others tried 
to lead the church into premillennialism, but with the 
efforts of stalwart men like Foy E. Wallace Jr., Cled 
E. Wallace, E.R. Harper, and others, they failed. In 
the '60s Mission Magazine reared its head and at
tempted to restructure the church. Other publica
tions such as Mission Messenger, Integrity, and Cam
pus Advance plagued the church. It was a blessing 
when they all ceased. 

Now in these perilous times more forms of error 
are threatening the purity of the Lord's church. The
istic evolution is being taught in some universities op
erated by members of the church. Books are being 
circulated in an effort to revamp the gospel and the 
church. Another magazine called Wineskins edited by 
Rubel Shelley, along with other men, has joined the 
ranks of those who seek to lead the church into apos
tasy. A number of influential churches and their el
ders are giving their blessings to these false teachers. 

Conclusion: With these new efforts to destroy 
the Lord's church, all the faithful need to do as John 
said - "Look to yourselves that ye lose not the 
things we have wrought, but that we rece ive a full 
reward." 

Some people labored, suffered persecution, even 
death, that the church may survive in its purity and 
simplicity as the Lord ordained. Valiant soldiers of 
the Cross are now called upon to join in an effort to 
defeat the enemies of Christ. Where are the shep
herds? 4035 Barron Ave. 
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Don't Say Don't 
By Ron Chandler 

(In the English language two negatives 
amount to an affirmative - Thomas 
Smollett). 

Don't be negative!" rings loudly from two 
places in our brotherhood. Liberals, who try 
to slip their false doctrines into the church, 

and who cannot give scriptural answers to criticism 
of their teaching tell us not to be negative. Any at
tempt to question their doctrinal purity is met by the 
admonition, "Don't be negative," or "Don't judge." 
Liberals try to turn the focus away from their false 
teaching to personalities. They call conservative 
brethren "mean-spirited" and "nasty." Ironically, 
these false teachers do the very thing they tell others 
not to do - they criticize. 

Then there are those who simply do not want 
to know. If a problem exists, they cover their ears. 
Faithful teachers warn about college professors who 
accept evolution as fact, deny the verbal inspiration of 
the Bible, and accuse the mother of Jesus of sexual 
immorality. Some choose to ignore the dangers. They 
send their young ones to Abilene or Nashville no 
matter what, so they prefer not to hear that anything 
is wrong at our "Christian" schools. "Don't bother us 
with problems," they seem to say. These people do not 
want to hear about sin nor hell. Instead, they want 
their itching ears scratched. These folks ask preachers 
to make them feel good. According to them, we 
should always be positive, and never criticize any
thing or anybody. "It is wrong to be negative," they 
say. Which, come to think about it, is very negative. 

We have important questions for these liberals 
and idealists: Where, in the Bible, Old Testament or 
New, are we commanded not to be negative? Where 
does that idea come from? Which verse in the Bible 
says that we must never hurt feelings? Is there a 
Scripture that tells us to always speak softly? 

Sure, there is a time for words of praise. The 
Bible teaches us to be loving and to do unto others as 
we would have others do to us, but where are we 
told, "Don't be negative"? Nowhere, in all of its 66 
books, does the Word of God teach such a thing. A 
careful study from Genesis through Revelation does 

1 0 ~i~~~ound!~~! 

not contain one verse of Scripture telling us not to be 
negative. The Bible clearly teaches that it is good to 
be optimistic, but negativism also has its time and 
place. 

One has to wonder whether these critics approve 
Jesus' sermons. The Son of God was quick to rebuke 
false teachers. He boldly preached against sin. In the 
sermon on the mount, he tells us not to be angry 
without just cause, not to lust, not to worry, not to 
adore worldly riches, and not to judge unrighteously. 
That is a lot of "nots." Jesus closed his sermon with 
these remarks: 

Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 
the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to 
Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not proph
esied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 
name, and done many wonders in Your name? 
And then I will declare to them, I never knew 
you; Depart from Me, you who practice lawless
ness (Matt. 7:21-23). 

Jesus says those who practice evil will not enter 
the kingdom of heaven. They will be cast into the fur
nace of fire where there will be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth (Matt. 13:50). You cannot get any more 
negative than that. 

Elsewhere in the Bible we have examples of Jesus 
and his apostles speaking negatively. There are many 
verses of Scripture that teach us to stand up against 
error and condemn sin. In Second Timothy, chapter 
two, Paul says, "Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine." 

Still, there are those who say, "Don't be nega
tive." There is no verse in all the Bible that condemns 
being negative. So, why do they say such a thing? Per
haps the apostle Paul explains it best: 

For the time will come when they will not en
dure sound doctrine, but, having itching ears, 
will heap to themselves teachers after their own 
lusts; and they will turn away their ears from the 
truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be 
watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry (2 
Tim. 4:3-4). 
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It's Time to Remodel the Church! 
By Allen Webster 

T hey're at it again. We are hearing, "Let's re
model the church. It's old and rundown. No
body wants to be part of an old church. It 

needs updating." 
They are not talking about the building, but the 

church! They have outgrown the scriptural blueprint 
and feel that the church of Christ needs modernizing 
to fit the modern times. Hmm ... do we need to re
model? 

We would not argue that the church is old. It has 
been in the mind of God longer than dirt has been 
brown (Eph. 3:11). It has been a part of American 
culture nearly as long as there has been American 
culture. It has been on earth going on 2,000 years. 

It is old, but is it outdated? There are many old 
things that need no updating. Nobody's arguing for a 
new constitution just because times have changed. 
Bulldozers are not waiting to level St. Peter's Cathe
dral for a more modern approach to art. The White 
House is old but the president does not seem to 
mind. The sun has been around for a while, but it 
faces no political fight to keep its job. Folks have 
been feasting on food for a few thousand years, but 
no one seems to want to change this practice. 

Do we need a new church for a new age? Let's 
start with the foundation. Do we need a new founda
tion? Who has come up with a better one? "For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 3:11); "And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone" (Eph. 2:20). 

Do we need a new temple on the foundation? "In 
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God through 
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the Spirit" (Eph. 2:21-22). No one has come up with 
a better idea than individuals washed in the Lamb's 
blood and sealed with the Spirit to make up the spiri
tual building of the church. Only those who have 
obeyed God's form of teaching (Rom. 6:17) by death 
to sin (repentance, Rom. 6:1), burial in water (bap
tism, Rom. 6:4) and resurrection (to a new life, Rom. 
6:4) have been chiseled to fit God's spiritual house. 
Those who were not taught truth have not been 
added to the house by Nazareth's Chief Carpenter 
(Acts 2:38, 47). 

We need no new windows, for the building is 
well-lighted with the gospel (Psa. 119: 105). It still 
provides our light enough to walk through this world 
of darkness into the land that has no night (Rev. 
21:25). Some want to "dim the lights" by watering 
down the truth so those who love darkness can be 
satisfied (cf. John 3:19), but the true "Light of the 
world" forbids it. 

We need no new furnishings for the Lord's table 
still fills the soul's need for a feast (1 Cor. 11:23-28) 
and man's knees still fit the altar of prayer (1 Thess. 
5: 17). Simple worship is sufficient, for the Lord was 
a simple man. He never jumped and shouted, played 
or plucked, dramatized or sensationalized, and does 
not expect us to. Since we are supposed to be wor
shiping God, and God does not change from genera
tion to generation (Mal. 3:6; cf. Heb. 13:8), then our 
worship needs no updating. 

Jesus made the church just as he wanted it. If it 
needs remodeling, he will do it when he comes back. 
Until then, let's try to add on to it (cf. Acts 2:41, 47), 
not remodel it. P.o. Box 510 
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Was the Cross 
God's Final Redemptive Ad? 

By Dean Harman 

The 16th century saw many disgruntled pro
fessing Christians turn from the doctrine of 
salvation by "works only" as taught by the 

Roman Catholic Church to the doctrine of salvation 
by "faith only" as taught by Martin Luther (1483-
1546) and John Calvin (1509-1564). 

Luther and Calvin followed the lead of Augus
tine, Bishop of Hippo (354-436). Augustine taught 
"Total Supremacy of God, Original Sin, Predestina
tion, and Direct Operation of the Holy Spirit." 
Luther made a particularly deep study of Augustine's 
doctrine and decided that God saves mankind on the 
basis of faith without any consideration of any activ
ity on man's part. 

He supported Augustine's doctrine of the sover
eignty of God and predestination. He concluded that 
God arbitrarily chooses those to be saved and lets 
them know of their selection by infusing saving faith 
into their heart. God, Luther said, makes predeter
mined salvation known through the agency of the 
Holy Spirit by giving some unusual experience or 
feeling. The idea of experiential religion (something 
better felt than told) came from Augustine through 
Luther and the King of England. 

When Luther settled on the idea that men are 
saved by "faith only," he departed from the teachings 
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of Jesus and his apostles who taught salvation by (1) 
hearing, (2) believing, (3) repenting, (4) confessing 
and (5) baptism. The New Testament teaches that sal
vation comes as a result of believing Jesus to be the 
Son of God, but this does not mean salvation by faith 
only. A look at the first gospel sermon ever preached 
will show that believers were told to "repent and be 
baptized for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). No 
"faith only" here! 

Most denominations teach that God completed 
the work of redemption at the cross, and there is 
nothing for humans to do. We cannot, according to 
this false teaching, "contribute one whit to our salva
tion." 

Theodore Epp stated this Calvinistic doctrine 
very well when he wrote: 

It is essential that we understand Christ's fin
ished work on Calvary, if we want to have assur
ance of our salvation. I emphasize the word fin
ished. Christ finished the work that was neces
sary for our salvation. We do not have to add 
anything to his work on Calvary. There are many 
people who are struggling to help finish the 
work that Christ has already completed. They do 
not seem to understand that Christ has finished 
all the work that is necessary to secure our salva
tion (The Way of Salvation, Back to the Bible 
Publications, p. 39). 

Christ gave his life as a perfect sacrifice for sin. 
The sacrifice for the sins of men was complete at Cal
vary. But that's not all! Billy Graham in a broadcast 
said that without the resurrection of Christ from the 
tomb, the cross has no meaning. Paul would have 
said a loud "Amen" to that statement. Jesus was "de
clared to be the Son of God with power, according to 
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 
dead" (Rom. 1:4). 

Peter made a similar statement in 1 Peter 3:21: 
"The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also 
now save us . .. by the resurrection of Jesus Christ." 
Paul wrote, "Who [Christ] was delivered [crucified] 
for our offenses, and was raised again for our justifi
cation" (Rom. 4:5). Christ paid the penalty for sin on 
the cross. Yet, God was not finished with his part of 



the redemption scheme. There yet remained the res
urrection of his Son before the redemption process 
could be completed. 

Theodore Epp said: "On God's part, all is fin
ished, because of His love and grace. The penalty for 
sin has been paid, the blood has been shed, and the 
gift of salvation has been offered to all. The one and 
only condition is faith on man's part" (ibid. p. 33). 

This is a strange statement when we remember 
that God raised Jesus for our justification. 

We must, also, consider Peter's statement in 1 
Peter 1:3: "Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy has begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." 

"For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 
and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins" (1 Cor. 15: 16-17). Without Christ's 
resurrection, we are still in our sins, and our faith has 
no meaning. 

God's work of redemption was not completed at 
the cross! 

'~d to you who are troubled rest with us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 1:7-8). 

Jesus, though a Son, yet learned "obedience by 
the things which he suffered; And, being made per
fect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto 
all them that obey him" (Heb. 5:8-9). This does not 
sound like salvation by "faith only." The New Testa
ment teaches salvation by an "obedient faith." 

It is evident that the doctrine of salvation by 
"faith only" and "God's completed work of redemp
tion at the cross" do away with baptism for the remis
sion of sins. Look at the missed blessings when bap
tism in water is ignored. 

Salvation Is Missed 
Acts 2:38, "Repent and be baptized in the name of 
Jesus for the remission of sins." 

1 Peter 3:21, "In a like figure [literally: true like
ness] ... baptism doth now, also, save us." 

Acts 22:16, ''Arise and be baptized and wash 
away thy sins." 

The Blood of Christ Is Missed 
Revelation 1:5, ''And from Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, ... 
Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in his own blood." 

Being in Christ Is Missed 
Gal. 3:26-27, "For ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ." 

Being in the Church Is Missed 
1 Corinthians 12:13, "By one spirit were we all bap
tized into one body." 

The Grace of God Is Missed 
Titus 3:5-7, Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but by his mercy he saved 
us by the washing of regeneration and the re
newing of the Holy Spirit; which he shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior; that 
being justified by his grace, we should be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

Since God has placed such great emphasis on 
baptism, we must look deeper into its meaning and 
implications. Romans 6: 17 tells us that baptism is a 
form of teaching. Vine says the word form means 
"the teaching which embodies the sum and substance 
of religion and represents to the mind the contents 
and form of a letter." 

Paul wrote, "Therefore we are buried with him 
by baptism into death ... that like as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, ... For if we 
have been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrec
tion" (Rom. 6:4-5). So, in being baptized the sinner is 
placed into a mold that parallels the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Christ. This action is a real action 
in which the sinner participates in the death, burial 
and resurrection of Christ, and is in no way a picture 
of what has already happened. 

Notice in Romans 6:13-19 the verbs that indicate 
human action in the salvation process: 

"Neither yield ye your members ••• unto sin; but 
yield yourselves unto God" (v. 13). 

"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 
as servants to obey, his servants (slaves) ye are to 
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death or obedi
ence unto righteousness" (v. 16). 

"But ... ye obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine" (v. 17). 

"Ye became the servants (slaves) of righteous
ness" (v. 18). 

"[F]or as ye have yielded your members servants 
(slaves) to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; 
even so now yield your members servants (slaves) to 
righteousness unto holiness" (v. 19). 

Col. 2:11-13 tells us the same facts, "Buried with 
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him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of God, who raised 
him from the dead." 

It is a co-burial and a co-resurrection. 
As further proof that the cross was not God's 

final act that brought man's redemption is the offer
ing of the blood of the bull and ram (under the law of 
Moses) at the mercy seat of the Holy of Holies, of 
which Christ's blood being transported to the courts 
of heaven and there being presented before God is 
the anti-type. 

The blood offered by the Jewish priest at the 
mercy-seat could only purify the flesh of the Israelite 
(Heb. 9:13). The blood of Jesus offered in heaven in 
the presence of God was for the purpose of purifying 
the conscience (Heb. 9:14). 

The blood of Jesus was offered in heaven. He had 
to be resurrected before that act could be accom
plished. Jesus appeared before his Father at the time 
of his ascension, having done all that was required of 
him that the conscience of all men might be made 
pure and clean. We learn from the apostle Peter on 
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the day of Pentecost- 10 days after Christ's ascen
sion - what man must do then and now to come 
within the sphere of the conscience-cleansing blood 
of Jesus: "Repent and be baptized, every one of you 
in the name of Jesus, for the remission of sins" (Acts 
2:38). This is also expressed in Hebrews 9:28, "So 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many, and 
unto them that look for him shall He appear the sec
ond time without sin unto salvation." 

Those who look for him are those who have 
obeyed him. 

P.O. Box 614 
Tulia, TX 79088 

(Editor's note: Brother Harman was a successful 
businessman before his retirement and, more impor
tant, served for many years as an elder for the Central 
church in Tulia, Texas. He was a close student of the 
Bible and had an understanding of fundamental doc
trine that few can claim. We are saddened to an
nounce that brother Harmon made his departure 
from earth to eternity late in 1994 -Dobbs.) Fp 

Sunday, September 10 
9:00 a.m ......... Is Satan Fact or Fiction? ......................... Tony Goins 

10:00 a.m ......... Satan: An Adversary From the Beginning 
............................................................... Mike Vestal 

Noon program .... (Meal in multi-purpose room) 
The Modem Bait of Spiritual Counterfeits. 
........................................................... Darrell Conley 

2:00 p.m ......... The Binding and loosing of Satan ...... Carl McCann 

Monday, September 11 
7:00 p.m ......... The Tragedy of an Empty House •......•.•• Dave Laster 
8:00 p.m ......... Sin, Suffering, and Satan ................. Randall Morris 

Tuesday, September 12 
7:00 p.m ......... Panel Discussion: 

Modem Devices of Satan ........................ Gary Fallis 
............................................................. Roble Holder 
.................................................................. Kerry King 

8:00 p.m ......... A Biblical View of Demonology ........... J. D. Conley 

Wsdnesday, September 13 
10:00 a.m ......... Ladies Class:Distortlons of Satan ...... Cherie Vestal 
7:00 p.m ......... The Threat of Modem Satanic 

and Religious Cults ............................ Garry Stanton 
8:00 p.m ......... Satan's Final Destiny ............................. Mike Wyatt 

. . . . . 
A~llectures available on cassette and video tapes. 

Rooms available in Christian homes. Motel accommodations nearby. 
For brochure or more Information contact 

Don Simpson, Lectureship Director (817) 282-3911 
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World Video Bible School 
By Charlie DiPalma 

E ight years ago, some brethren saw the need 
for deep and dynamic Bible study material on 
video tape. They knew such material could be 

used to train English speaking foreign preachers and 
teachers in their own countries. They also believed 
such courses could be used by people everywhere to 
spread the gospel and to strengthen faith . 

World Video Bible School began filming in 1988 
to meet these needs. The newly opened doors of op
portunity in Eastern Europe multiplied the demand 
for this study material. Since its beginning, WVBS 
has sent high quality video courses to forty-nine 
states in the USA and fifty-eight foreign nations. 
Evangelistic materials have also been filmed in eight 
languages besides English: American Sign Language 
for the Deaf, Polish, Russian, Spanish, Mandarin Chi
nese, Telugu, Tamil, and Hindi. 

WVBS has been very careful to use as instructors 
only brethren who will not compromise the Word of 
God in any way. These teachers have distingu ished 
themselves through the years by faithfu l living, study, 
teaching and preaching God's Word. As a result, our 
tapes contain high quality, biblically sound teaching. 

Thirty-two preacher training schools, including 
24 in foreign countries, have used our tapes. Some
times instructors use them to study in preparation for 
teaching, and at other times the fi lm is shown to the 
class. Using this method, such schools have access to 
the talents and training of men who have studied and 
taught the Word for many years without these men 
having to come to their location. These tapes can be 
used over and over again. In the past eight years, 
more than 18,000 video tapes have been sent out. 
More than 2,100 of these have gone to brethren in 
30 cities in the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (formerly the Soviet Union ) and other Eastern 
European nations. 

At the present, the curriculum includes courses 
on 56 books of the Bible. It also includes courses in 
various Bible-related subjects such as the biblical ap
proach to coping with problems; several personal 
evangelism courses in which different methods of 
teaching the lost are explained; course on marriage 

and the family; a teacher training 
seminar; and a study on true wor
ship. Shorter courses include studies 
on changes in the church, including 
the role of women in the church; 
current issues in the church and so
ciety; the new hermeneutic; church 
discipline; and how to ascertain Bib
lical authority. We also have courses in world reli
gions; a series on Christian evidences by Bert 
Thomp son; Bible stories for children; and courses in 
the Greek and Hebrew languages. 

These tapes can be viewed by one or more per
sons at a time. They can be studied at home or used 
for congregational Bible study. They can be used day 
and night and then passed on to others. They can 
continue to teach for years to come. Instructions, 
class notes and tests are available with most courses. 

WVBS is a work of the church of Christ in Buda, 
Texas. One of the elders of the Buda church works 
full-time with WVBS. This congregation, with the 
help of sister churches and a number of individuals, 
underwrites WVBS expenses. Dedicated, selfless vol
unteers help record, duplicate, and ship courses. Un
paid instructors research and record the lessons. All 
of this is done so that the courses can be made avail
able at a very reasonable price, which is less than the 
cost of production. 

For more information about the work, and/or a 
free catalog of courses available, call us at 512-398-
5211 or Fax us at 512-398-9493 or write to us at 
World Video Bible School, R.R. 1, Box 121, Max
well, TX 78656-9797. 

(The Firm Foundation recommends the work of 
World Video Bible School. We know of the financial 
sacrifices the founders of this marvelous program have 
made to bring their dream to fruition. Lasting good is 
being accomplished all over the world, but with little 
notice and no fanfare. The lessons available make ex
cellent material for Sunday morning Bible study, espe
cially for adults of high-school age and above. The 
modest cost of tapes will amaze you .) 
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New Testament Church and Salvation 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 
A. Use of the word church in the New Testament. 

1. Can be used to mean assembly (1 Cor. 14:23). 
2. Can refer to the invisible, universal church (Matt. 16:18). 
3. Can refer to a local congregation (1 Cor. 1:2). 
4. Can refer to several congregations in a region (Acts 9:31 ASV}. 
5. The word church should never be used in a denominational or sectarian sense. 

B. The church Jesus built is called many different names and described under a number of figures. 
1. Each name and figure presents the church in a new light, and all of them together demonstrate the 

unsurpassed glory, power, and beauty of the church of Christ. 
2. The church is called the body of Christ, house of God, house of the Lord, sanctuary, the true taber

nacle, house of prayer, temple, my Father's house, assembly of the saints, synagogue, branch of 
God's planting, bride of Christ, church of God, family in heaven and earth, flock of God, fold of 
Christ, general assembly of the firstborn, golden candlestick, God's building, God's husbandry, 
God's heritage, habitation of God, churches of Christ, kingdom of God, pillar and ground of the 
truth, spiritual house, and vineyard. 
a. This does not exhaust the list. 
b. It does show the variation and complexity of the church. 
c. It shows the infinite wisdom of God in designing an institution that is, nevertheless, one. 

II. Essentialness of the Church. 
A. The church is the body of Christ. 

1. "[H]e put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all" (Eph. 1:22-23). 

2. "He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in 
all things he might have the preeminence" (Col. 1:18). 

3. To be in the body of Christ is to be in Christ; to be in the body of Christ is to be in the church. 
4. To claim salvation outside of the church is to claim salvation outside of Christ. 

B. There are no spiritual blessings outside of the church. 
1. Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places is in Christ (Eph. 1:3). 
2. To be in Christ is to be in his body, which is his church; therefore, every (all) spiritual blessing(s) are 

in the church and there are no spiritual blessings outside of the church (body of Christ). 
3. Salvation is a spiritual blessing; salvation can be realized only in the church. 

C. All the saved are in the church. 
1. First-century saints were "praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added 

to the church daily such as should be saved" (Acts 2:4 7). 
a. Since God adds to the church "such as should be saved," those not added to the church are such 

as should not be saved. 
b. It follows that all of the saved are in the church, and there are no saved people outside the 

church. 
2. It is correct to say of the undenominational church of Christ that it embraces Christians only, and 

they are the only Christians. 
D. The church was purchased by the blood of Jesus. 

1. "Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to 

16 ~~~~ound!~!! 
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Firm Foundation now offers 
God's Eternal Word and 

Gospel Treasure 
Bible School Curriculums 

We urgently need sound Bible School information. The Gospel Press has 
printed a complete set of graded Bible class student workbooks and teachers' 
manuals for many years. Members of the church wrote, edited and distributed 
this curriculum. It has absolutely no influence from denominational sources, but 
is prepared and presented by those who advocate undenominational Christianity. 
It is not warmed-over sectarian literature. We guarantee it! 

The student books are pleasing to the eye, the teacher's manuals are adequate 
to their needs, and both are well written. Many congregations that prize correct 
Bible teaching use the books. 

The Firm Foundation now has the copyright for the material and will begin 
immediately to publish and distribute the literature. The Firm Foundation will 
examine the lessons on a continuing basis to fortify, improve and strengthen it. 

The major concern of the publisher is to make available study guides that honor 
the Bible as the very word of very God. The Bible is inspired in its words and is 
without error. It gives sinners instruction about how to receive the favor of God 
in the forgiveness of sin, and how to live pleasing to God. When we faithfully 
follow the teaching of the Bible, God promises a heavenly prize. 

The gift of eternal life that comes from the obedience of faith transcends all 
other human concerns in importance. If we miss heaven, life is wasted. It 
becomes therefore extremely important for us to obey God precisely, cheerfully 
and expectantly. 



Jesus is the "author of eternal salvation to all them that obey him" (He
brews 5:9). The Bible stresses the importance of submitting to the will of God 
and promises a reward to the obedient. It is our pattern for righteousness, 
and the model for successfully moving from earth to heaven. 

Our love for your children should compel us to be watchful of the kind of 
literature we put in their hands. Our young ones are our treasure. We dare 
not fail them in this important area. They must be given the opportunity to 
know the will of God and the encouragement to walk by the light of sacred 
scripture. 

"How shall the young secure their hearts, and guard their lives from sin? 
Thy word the choicest rules imparts to keep the conscience clean ... Thy word 
is everlasting truth; how pure is every page! That holy book shall guide our 
youth, and well support our age ... " 

Obviously, a knowledge of God's revelation to us is essential to our eternal 
well-being. We must exalt the Bible, if we are to be saved, This series helps 
us to magnify the word of God and encourages us to abide by its precepts. 

The Firm Foundation invites your inquiry and solicits your business. If you 
are looking for good, solid, Bible-centered literature from preschool through 
grade twelve, then call or write for sample material and to place your order. 
"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 

ASK US ABOUT OUR VBS MATERIAL! 



God's Eternal Word 

Bible Attitudes for 2's and 3's 

The general aim of the Bible course for the two and three year old 
is .to lead the child to a consciousness of God and a loving response to 
HIS son, Jesus. Each lesson has a Bible story and application, with many 
finger plays and other activities included. 

The teacher's manual has 81h" x 11" pictures for the lesson presenta
tion. Song and pattern sections are included to help the teacher. All hand
work books and teacher's manuals for BAt through BAS have the same 
format. 

GOD IS GOOD - BA1 
GOD'S WAY - BA2 
GOD'S WORLD - BA3 
GOD'S CWLDREN - BA4 
LEARNING ABOUT GOD'S WVE - BAS 
LEARNING ABOUT GOD'S SON - BA6 
LEARNING ABOUT GOD'S BOOK - BA7 
LEARNING TO DO GOD'S WILL - BAS 

Bible Attitudes for 4's and 5 's 

The aim of the pre-school course is to guide the child to a thankful 
consciousness of God's care and a loving response to His Son, Jesus, 
as his friend, helper and Savior. 

The teacher's manual has a Bible story and application with many finger 
plays and other activities. The manual includes 8 1h '' x II" pictures for 
the lesson presentation. Song and pattern sections are included to help 
the teacher. 

HEAVENLY GIFIS - PSI & PSHI 
STORIES OF JESUS - PSl & PSHl 
LEARNING TO PLEASE GOD - PS3 & PSH3 
BIBLE STORIES I WVE - PS4 & PSH4 
GOD'S GOOD GIFIS - PSS & PSHS 
JESUS, OUR FRIEND - PS6 & PSH6 
HEAVENLY PLANS - PS7 & PSH7 
BIBLE FRIENDS TO KNOW - PS8 & PSH8 

Primary Grades 1, 2, 3 

Grade 1 
God's power. love and forgiveness are studied in this series. The stu

dent learns of God's guidance in his own life and of the joy of obeying, 
trusting and praising our God. Books studied: Genesis, Exodus. Joshua. 
Ruth, 1 Samuel. 

GOD SPEAKS - lA 
GOD GOES Wim JOSEPH - lB 
MOSES, A MAN OF GOD - lC 
GOD CARES FOR HIS PEOPLE - ID 

Grade 2 
The student is shown the everlasting nature of God's word and is taught 

to give glory to God in preparation for his someday accepting Jesus Christ. 

He learns the necessity of giving to the work of the Lord and helping 
the family of Christians. Books studied: I and 2 Chronicles. Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Esther, Daniel, the Gospels. 

WORKING WITH GOD - lA 
BEING TRUE TO GOD - lB 
FAITHFUL TO GOD - lC 
GOD'S PROMISED SON - lD 

Grade 3 
These lessons show the divinity of Jesus Christ so that the student 

will be led to believe that Jesus is God's Son. The lessons show the joy 
of obeying God in the face of difficulty and inspire the student to tell 
others of Jesus Christ. Books studied: The Gospels. Acts. 

JESUS, mE MASfER TEACHER - 3A 
JESUS SHOWS GOD'S PLAN - 3B 
FOLWWERS OF JESUS - 3C 
LIVING FOR JESUS - 3D 

Junior Grades 4, ~ 6 

Grade 4 
Through studying Genesis. Exodus 1-18 and Job, the student is made 

aware of his responsibility of obeying God's word. The student also learns 
of God's mercy and lovingkindness and that God blesses His followers 
even in times of hardship. 

GREAT THOU ART - 4A 
mE ALMIGHTY GOD - 4B 
THE MERCIFUL GOD - 4C 
GOD'S PROMISES - 4D 

Grade 5 
The student is led to see that Jesus Christ deserves first place in his 

life. The importance of continued obedience and faithfulness is stressed. 
and the student learns that God is faithful to the faithful. Books studied: 
Exodus. Leviticus. Numbers, Deuteronomy. Joshua. Judges. Ruth. 1 and 
2 Samuel. I and 2 Kings. 

LAW OF LOVE - SA 
MORE THAN CONQUERORS - SB 
KING OF KINGS - SC 
NO OTHER GODS -SD 

Grade 6 
God's merciful plan of salvation. from the kings of Judah and Israel 

to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. is revealed to the student. He learns 
the importance of absolute obedience to God and the necessity of obey
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ. Books studied: 2 Kings. 2 Chronicles. 
Ezra. Nehemiah, Esther, Isaiah, Daniel, Haggai. Malachi. the Gospels. 

WORSHIP THE KING - A 
MY BEWVED SON - B 
POWER IN mE SON -C 
GIFT OF GOD'S WVE - D 



God's Eternal Word 

Teen Material 

Intermediate Grades 7, ~ 9 

Grade 7 
A LOOK AT THE BOOK - 71 

In this quarter we learn about the authority of the Bible, its reliability, 
inspiration and contemporary wlue. 

PATHWAYS TO LIFE - 71. 
The student will study how, why and when the church was begun, 

and become aware of certain patterns concerning the New Testament 
church. 

KING OF THE HILL - 73 
God-given patterns of authority and responsibility in the home are 

discussed and carried beyond the home into basic concepts in society. 

PEOPLE WHO MET JESUS - 74 
In this quarter, Biblical characters who met Jesus, such as Judas, Paul 

and John will be studied as well as contemporary case studies of people 
who have come under His influence. 

Grade 8 
THE ROAD TO ABUNDANT LIVING - 81 

The student will learn in this quarter to enjoy the freedom and respon
sibility that can be had in Jesus Christ. 

WHAT WVE DID! - 81. 
This study will seek to help the student to appreciate and understand 

the New Testament plan of salwtion and respond to it. 

ONE LIFE TO LIVE - 83 
In this quarter, an in-depth study of wrious lives depicted in the Scrip

tures will be given including Adam, Noah, Esau, Jqseph, Moses, Peter 
and others. 

OLD MADE NEW - 84 
The Scriptures depict the Christian as a new creation. This study will 

describe how the old actions give way to new behavior. 

Grade 9 
GOD IS- 91 

This powerful presentation gives forceful meaning and evidence to the 
existence of God. A study of the book of Hebrews parallels each lesson. 

HEY WORLD! - 91. 
In this study the student will be led to an awareness of his own need 

for salwtion, the privileges of the heirs of God, and the personal respon
sibilities of each Christian. 

WRD OF MY LIFE - 93 
In this quarter the student will become more appreciative that Jesus 

Christ can provide for all of his needs and that drug abuse and alcohol 
are not answers. 

AN ENDANGERED SPECIES - 94 
Positive happy Christianity seems to be an endangered way of life. 

This study is composed of Biblical character studies who are challeng
ing to the students. A study of the minor prophets is also included. 

Grade 10 
TAP ROO'IS TO TRUTH - 101 

Students become more aware of our heritage and the basis for our faith 
in this unique study. Various denominational doctrines are discussed as 
well as restoration concepts. 

WHERE DOES IT FIT IN? - 101. 
Students will discuss the question, "Where does the church fit into 

my life, and where do I fit into the church's life?" They will begin ~o 
find out what they can do for Christ and His cause, and explore the1r 
own talents for service. 

SHOWBIZ! - 103 
Hypocrisy can exist in every facet of life. Christians must seek to be 

genuine in their life and wlues. 

EARTH'S HIGHFSr HAPPINESS - 104 
The home as God would have it will be discussed in view of dating, 

church involvement and personal attitudes. 

Grade 11 

THE WNG ARM - 111 
A Christian has specific responsibilities with regard to authority, and 

eleventh graders must learn to cope with them. Happy, fulfilled living 
will be the keynote in this study. 

REASON TO BELIEVE - Ul 
Evidence for faith in God, reliance on the Word of God and resurrec

tion will be discussed in this quarter. 

INNER SPACE - 113 
The student in this quarter will strengthen his spirituality and rela

tionship to God by experiencing, studying and sharing aspects of wor
ship both public and private. 

FREED TO SERVE - ll4 
The relationship between freedom and responsibility will be examined 

this quarter. A study of the book of James will be included in the lessons. 

Grade 12 

STOP, LOOK, LISI'EN!- 11.1 
There are many decisions and actions that twelfth grad~?rs must under

take and make before marriage. This study will guide them toward the 
very best decisions to assure their future. 

UNTIL DEATH - 11.1. 
There are essential areas of agreement in marriage. Students must 

understand that disagreements can be adjUsted and how these adjustments 
can be accomplished in order for a marriage to be satisfying for both 
parties and for success to be gained. 

THE MEANING OF THE CROSS - 11.3 
The student will begin to comprehend the great gift of the cross, what 

it purchased for him and why it was necessary. This study will center 
around the book of Romans. 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETIIER - 11.4 
Common pitfalls for singles and young marrieds will be discussed. 

Much use will be made of case studies. 
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Pre-school Ages 4 and 5 

The over-all aim of these lessons for the four and five year old is to 
show God as creator of everything, provider of all our needs and develop 
unselfishness and obedience in the child. 

THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS - Year 1, Book 1 
OUR HOMES AND OUR FRIENDS - Year 1, Book 2 
HAPPY HELPERS - Year 1, Book 3 
BEING KIND AND THANKFUL - Year 1, Book 4 
BIBLE HOME - Year 2, Book 1 
BIBLE HELPERS - Year 2, Book 2 
BIBLE FRIENDS - Year 2, Book 3 
BIBLE HEROES - Year 2, Book 4 

Primary Grades .1, 2, 3 

Grade 1 
These lessons help the child to develop a deeper love for God while 

teaching proper attitudes of obedience, kindness, love and honesty. 

SOME EARLY BIBLE LESSONS - Year 1, Book 1 
LESSONS ABOUT JOSEPH - Year 1, Book 2 
LESSONS ABOUT MOSES - Year 1, Book 3 
TIMES OF JUDGES AND KINGS - Year 1, Book 4 

Grade 2 
Stories of the kings and divided kingdom teach valuable lessons about 

God's love and care of His children. Examples from the lives of great 
prophets teach the child to appreciate the spiritual influence of church 
leaders. The lessons in the last quarter begin a series on the life of Christ 
and establish the deity of Christ firmly in the mind of the child. 

A WISE KING AND OTHER STORIES - Year 2, Book 1 
LAST DAYS OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH - Year 2, Book 2 
STORIES FROM THE EXILE - Year 2, Book 3 
THE EARLY LIFE OF CHRIST - Year 2, Book 4 

Grade 3 
Stories from the life of Christ and His mighty teachings present a clear 

picture of Christ's great mental, spiritual and physical strength to the 
child. Closing events in the life of our Lord are studied, as well as the 
beginning of the church. The child learns the importance of Jesus' sacrifice 
and learns he has the joy of sharing the good news with others as Paul 
and the early Christians did. 

THE !\fiNISTRY OF CHRIST - Year 3, Book 1 
CWSING EVEN'IS OF CHRIST'S LIFE - Year 3, Book 2 
SJ'ORIES FROM ACTS OF APOSfLES - Year 3, Book 3 
PAUL'S LIFE AND OTHER N.T. LESSONS - Year 3, Book 4 

Junior Grades 4, ~ 6 

Grade 4 
This quarter begins by showing God's power in creation and looks 

into the lives of Bible characters like Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham and 
others. The first signs of God raising up a nation that differed from all 

other nations are studied. The stories of Joseph and God's deliverance 
of the Israelites complete this quarter of study. 

THE CREATION TO ABRAHAM - lear 1, Book 1 
ABRAHAM TO JOSEPH - Year 1, Book 2 
JOSEPH TO MOSES - Year 1, Book 3 
IN THE DAYS OF MOSES - Year 1, Book 4 

GradeS 
The conquest of Canaan to the end of the Israelite nation are covered 

in this study. Juniors learn of the high cost of rebellion against God and 
the importance of selecting friends who will help them obey God. 

TIME OF JOSHUA AND THE JUDGES - Year 2, Book 1 
IN THE DAYS OF SAMUEL THE JUDGE - Year 2, Book 2 
SOWMON, JEROBOAM AND ELUAH - Year 2, Book 3 
END OF ISRAEL AND DAYS OF DANIEL - Year 2, Book 4 

Grade 6 
This concentrated study of the life of Christ will strengthen the stu

dent's faith and encourage him to put Christ first, regardless of the sacrifice 
it may entail. 

GREAT MOMENTS IN THE LIFE OF JESUS - Year 3, Book 1 
MIRACLES OF JESUS - Year 3, Book 2 
LAST DAYS OF JESUS ON EARTH - Year 3, Book 3 
HEROIC CHRISTIANS - Year 3, Book 4 

Intermediate Grades 7, ~ 9 

Grade 7 
This thorough study of the book of Acts teaches the basic elements 

of Christianity. The lessons are designed to help the student make ap
plication of Christian principles in his own life. 

STUDIES IN ACTS OF APOSTLES - Year 1, Book 1 
STUDIES IN ACTS, CHAPTERS 8-15 - Year 1, Book 2 
STUDIES IN ACTS, CHAPTERS 15-21 - Year 1, Book 3 
STUDIES IN ACTS, CHAPTERS 21-28 - Year 1, Book 4 

Grade 8 
This series of studies on the letters of Paul are valuable to the in

termediate student. Christian principles are learned which will guide 
the student in his everyday life as well as help him choose a vocation 
pleasing to God. 

LESSONS FROM ROMANS - Year 2, Book 1 
LESSONS FROM 1 CORINTHIANS - Year 2, Book 2 
LESSONS FROM 2 CORINTHIANS AND GALATIANS -

Year 2, Book 3 
LESSONS FROM EPHESIANS THROUGH 

2 THESSALONIANS - Year 2, Book 4 

Grade 9 
The intermediate finishes a study of the New Testament with a deeper 

look at Christian principles. The differences in the Old and New 
Covenants will be seen as well as a study of Revelation on their academic 
level. 
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LESSONS FROM TIMOfHY, TITUS AND PHILEMON -

\br 3, Book 1 
LESSONS FROM HEBREWS - \br 3, Book 2 
LESSONS FROM JAMES THROUGH JUDE - \br 3, Book 3 
LESSONS FROM REVELATION - Year 3, Book 4 

Senior Grades 10, n, 12 
Grade to· 

This series of lessons gives the senior a real foundation for accepting 
the inspiration of the scriptures. The student will find this interesting 
study valuable in his growth as a Christian. 

GOD AND HIS WORD - \br 1, Book 1 
GOD'S PLAN: PROPHE'IS AND CHURCH - Year 1, Book 2 
WORSHIP; WORK; PROBLEMS OF YOUNG PEOPLE -

Year 1, Book 3 
CHRimAN GROWTH AND BIBLE EXAMPLES -

lear 1, Book 4 

Grade 11 
Christ. as the center of the senior's life. will be the theme of this year's 

work. A study of the early church with discussions of Christian prin
ciples and conduct will help the student in his growth as a Christian. 

CHRISf IN THE GOSPEL ACCOUN~ - Year 2, Book 1 
PRELIMINARY SfUDY OF THE CHURCH - lear 2, Book 2 
CHURCH ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES- lear 2, Book 3 
PRINCIPLES OF CHRimAN LIVING - Year 2, Book 4 

Grade 12 
The senior will gain many practical lessons from this study of the Law 

and Prophets. Concluding this year with a study of the minor prophets. 
the student will be moved by the courage and zeal of the Old Testament 
characters. 

sruDIES IN THE PENTATEUCH - Year 3, Book 1 
JOSHUA TO THE TIME OF THE EXILE - Year 3, Book 2 
LESSONS FROM THE MAJOR PROPHE~ - Year 3, Book 3 
LESSONS FROM THE MINOR PROPHE'IS - Year 3, Book 4 



INTERMEDIATES - Grades 7-8-9 

Quarter TITLE Veor 
& Book 

Fall Studies In Acts of Apostles H 

Winter Studies in Acts: Chops. 8-15 t·2 

Spring Studies in Acts: Chaps. tS.21 1-3 

Summer Studies In Acts: Chops. 21·28 1-4 

Fall Lessons from Romans 2·1 

Winter lesson from 1 Corinthians 2·2 

Spring Lessons from 2 Cor. & Galatians 2-3 

Summer Lessons from Eph. thru 2 Thess. 2-4 

Fall Lessons from Tim .• Titus & Phil. 3-1 

Winter Lessons from Hebrews 3-2 

Spring Lessons from James thru Jude 3-3 

Summer Lessons from Revelation 3-4 

SENIOR - Grades 10-11-12 
Fall God and His Word H 

Winter God·s Plan; Prophets and Church 1·2 

Spring Worship; Work: Y. Chris. Problems 1-3 

Summer Christian Growth & Bible Examples 1-4 

Fall Christ In the Gospel Accounts 2·1 

Winter Preliminary Study of the Church 2·2 

Spring Pr~nciples of Christian Living 2-3 

Summer Church Organization & Activities 2-4 

Fall Studies In tho Pentateuch 3-1 

Winter Joshua to the Tlme of the Exile 3-2 

Spring Lessons from the Major Prophets 3-3 

Summer Lessons from tho Minor Prophets 3-4 
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BIBLE ATTITUDES for 2's and 3's 

Quarter nTLE Book Handwork 
II 2.00 

Fall God Is Good BAH1 

Winter God's Way BAH2 

Spring God's World BAH3 

Summer God's Children BAH4 

Fall Learning About God's l.ol/8 BAHS 

Winter Learning About God's Son BAH6 

Spring Learning About God's Book BAH7 

Summer Learning to Do God's Will BAHS 

BIBLE ATTITUDES for 4's and S's 

Quarter TITLE Book Student Book HandWork 
I 1.95 I 2.00 

Fall Heavenly Gifts PS1 PSH1 

Winter Stories of Jesus PS2 PSH2 

Spring Learning to Please God PS3 PSH3 

Summer Bible Stories I Love PS4 PSH4 

Fall God's Good Gifts PS5 PSHS 

Winter Jesus. Our Friend PSG PSH6 

Spring Heavenly Plans PS7 PSH7 

Summer Bible Friends to Know PSS PSHB 

PRIMARY 

Quarter TITLE VIsual Aids "'ar Student 
9.95 ea. 6 Book 2.00 

Fall God Speaks 1A 

Winter God Goes Wl1h Joseph 1 8 

Spring Moses. A Man of God 1C 

Summer God Cares for His People 1 D 

Fall Working With God 2A 

Winter Being True to God 28 

Spring Faithful to God 2C 

Summer God's Promised Son 20 

Fall The Master Teacher 3A 

Winter Jesus Shows God's Plan 38 

Spring Followers of Jesus 3C 

Summer Living for Jesus 30 

JUNIOR 

Quarter TITLE VIsual Aida "'ar 
9.95 ea. 6 Book 

Fall Great Thou Art 4A 

Winter The Almighty God 48 

Spring The Merciful God 4C 

Summar God's Promises 40 

Fall Law of Love SA 

Winter More Than Conquerors 58 

Spring King of Kings sc 
Summer No Other Gods 50 

Fall Worship the King 6A 

Winter My Beloved Son 68 
Teachers 

7.95 
Spring Power In the Son 6C 

Summer Gift of God's Love 60 

INTERMEDIATES - Grades 7-8-9 

Quarter nTLE \'aar 
6 Book 

Fall A Look at the Book 71 

Winter Pathways to Ufe 72 

Spring King of the Hill 73 

Summer People Who "Met Jesus 74 

Teachers 
7.95 

Fall The Road to Abundant Living 81 

Winter What l.ol/8 Did! 82 

Spring One Ufe to Uve 83 

Summer Old Made New 84 

Fall God Is 91 

Winter Hey Woridl 92 

Spring Lord of My Ufe - Who or What? 93 

Summer An Endangered Species 94 

SENIOR-Grades 10-11-12 

Teachers 
3.50 

Quarter TITLE "'ar 
6 Book 

Fall Tap Roots to Truth 101 

Winter Where Does It At In? 102 

Spring Show-Bizll 103 

Summer Earth's Highest Happiness 104 

Fall The Long Arm 111 

Winter Reason to Believe 112 

Spring Inner Space 113 

Summer Freed to Serve 114 

Fall Stop, Look, Usten 121 

Winter Until Death 122 

Spring The Meaning of the Cross 123 

Summer Putting it All Together 124 

Student TeacheiS 
2.00 3.50 

Student Teachers 
2.00 3.50 

Student Teachers 
2.00 3.50 

Gospel 
Treasure 

GRADED BIBLE LESSONS 

PRE-SCHOOL - Year 1 

Quarte• TITLE Year Student 
6 Book 1.95 

Fall The Beginning of Things 1·1 
Winter Our Homes and Our Friends 1-2 

Spring Happy Helpers 1-3 

Summer Being Kind and Thankful 1-4 

PRE-SCHOOL - Year 2 
Fall Bible Homes 2·1 
Winter Bible Helpers 2·2 
Spring Bible Friends 2-3 

Summer Bible Heroes 2-4 

PRIMARY - Grades 1-2-3 
FaU Some Early Bible Lesson 1·1 

Winter Lessons About Joseph 1·2 
Spring Lessons About Moses 1-3 

Summer Times of Judges and Kings 1-4 

Fall A Wise King and Other Stories 2-1 

Winter Last Days of Israel and Judah 2·2 

Spring Stories from the Exile 2-3 

Summer The Early Ufe of Christ 2-4 

Fall The Ministry of Christ 3-1 

Winter Closing Events of Christ's Life 3-2 

Spring Stories from Acts of Apostles 3-3 

Summer Paul's Life and Other N:T. Lessons 3-4 

JUNIOR - Grades 4-5-6 
Fall The Creation to Abraham 1·1 

Winter Abraham to Joseph 1·2 

Spring Joseph to Moses 1-3 

Summer In the Days of Moses 1-4 

Fall Times of Joshua and the Judaes 2·1 

Winter In the Days of Samuel the Judge 2·2 

Spring Solomon, Jeroboam and Elijah 2-3 

Summer End of Israel and Days of Daniel 2-4 

Fall Great Moments in Ute of Jesus 3-1 

Winter Miracles of Jesus 3-2 

Spring Last Days of Jesus on Earth 3-3 

Summer Herolc Christians 3-4 

Teachers 
3.50 



feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). 
2. Christ did not suffer and die at Calvary to purchase something that is unimportant (not essential). 

E. Our attitude toward the church is our attitude toward Jesus. 
1. "But Saul, yet breathing threatening and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord" (Acts 9: 1). 

a. The church is the saved people (Acts 2:47; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9). 
b. When Saul persecuted the disciples, he was persecuting the church. 

2. "[H]e fell upon the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, ... why persecutest thou me? And 
he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest" (Acts 9:4-5). 
a. The church is the body of Jesus. 
b. When Saul persecuted the disciples (church), he persecuted Jesus. 
c. Our attitude toward the church is our attitude toward Jesus. If the church is unimportant, Jesus 

is unimportant. 
III. Entrance into the Church. 

A. "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mark 
16:16). 

B. "For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ did put on Christ" (Gal. 3:26-27). 

C. "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forb id. We who died 
to sin, how shall we any longer live therein? Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him through baptism unto 
death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might 
walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with him in the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resurrection; knowing this, that our old man was crucified with him, that the 
body of sin might be done away, that so we should no longer be in bondage to sin" (Rom. 4:1-6). Fp 

~tM !?ewJnat ffnt~itation 
to hear a series of lectures on the theme 

"Marriage/Divorce Remarriage" 
-August 25-27, 1995-

Friday, August 25 
7:00p.m . ..... ......... ... .. ..... God's Plan for Marriage ................ ........ ..... .... ...................... .. ....... Carl Garner 

Saturday, August 26 
5:30p.m ......................... Potluck meal on the grounds (weather permitting) 
6:30p.m . ........................ Congregational singing 
7:00p.m ......................... Breaking the Marriage Bond .... .. ... ...................................... ... ...... Gary Colley 

Sunday, August 27 
9:00a.m ......................... The So-called Pauline Privilege .................... .. ..... ............. Joseph D. Meador 

10:00 a.m ... .. .... ................ Does Baptism Sanctify an Adulterous Relationship? .... ......... John W. Moore 
6:00p.m . ........................ Christians Marry Christians! ............................ ............. .................. Mark Miller 

Following each lecture there will be a question and answer period. 

Brother Miller preaches for the Burbank Church of Christ In Houston. 
Brothers Garner, Colley, Meador, and Moore are on the faculty of Southwest School of Bible Studies In Austin . 

• 
The Church of Christ 

FM 2821 E (Fish Hatchery Road) at Redbird Lane • Huntsville, Texas 

• 
For additional information 

Weldon Blake (409) 295-0134 • Eddy Sandel (409) 295-6366 
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Third POWER Leett1reship 
"Major Lessons From the Major Prophets" 

August 20-24, 1995 

Sunday, August 20 
9:30 a.m ................... Introduction to Isaiah ..........................................................................................•... Keith Mosher Sr. 

1 0:30 a.m ................... Major Lessons From Isaiah ............................................................................................ B. J. Clarke 
6:00 p.m ................... Introduction to Jeremiah ................................................................................................. Glenn Jobe 
7:00 p.m ................... Major Lessons From Jeremiah ................................................................................. Garland Elkins 

Monday, August 21 
9:00 a.m ................... Introduction to Lamentations and Major Lessons ................................................ Barry Gilreath Sr. 

1 0:00 a.m ................... Introduction to Daniel .................................................................................................... Edwin Jones 
11:00 a.m ................... Major Lessons From Daniel ...................................................................................... Roger Jackson 
1 :00 p.m ................... Introduction to Ezekiel ..................................................................................................... Dave Miller 
2:00 p.m ................... Major Lessons From Ezekiel .................................................................................... Gary Summers 
3:00 p.m ................... A Study of the Captivity in the Major Prophets ............................................................ Dub McClish 
7:00 p.m ................... The Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ .................................................................................. Winfred Clark 
8:00 p.m ................... Christ, the Light of the World ........................................................................................ Maxie Boren 

Tuesday, August 22 
9:00 a.m ................... Christ, the Branch ............................................................................................................ Billy Bland 

1 0:00 a.m ................... Christ, the King and Cornerstone of His Church ............................................................... Paul Saln 
11 :00 a.m ................... Christ, the Revelation of God's Glory ................................................................ Brian K. Glselbach 
1 :00 p.m ................... Christ, the Chosen Servant for the Gentiles ................................................................. Kevin Moore 
2:00p.m ................... Christ, the Comforter of All Who Mourn ........................................................................ Glenn Colley 
3:00p.m ................... The Major Prophets vs. Premillennialism ......................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
7:00p.m ................... Christ, the Bearer of Our Iniquities ......................................................................... Wendell Winkler 
8:00 p.m ................... Christ, the Mediator of a Better Covenant .......................................................... Winford Claiborne 

Wednesday, August 23 
9:00 a.m ................... The Prophets Prophesy Falsely and My People Love to Have It So ........................ Bobby Liddell 

1 0:00 a.m ................... The Former Prophets: Precursors to the Major Prophets .............................................. Mike Vestal 
11 :00 a.m ................... ~~cry Aloud and Spare Nor: the Courageous Preaching of the Prophets ................... Ted J. Clarke 
1 :00 p.m ................... Woe Unto the Foolish Prophets ...................................................................................... Kent Bailey 
2:00 p.m ................... Woe Be Unto the Pastors That Destroy and Scatter the Sheep of My Pasture .......... David Jones 
3:00 p.m ................... Predictive Prophecy in the Major Prophets ...................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
7:00 p.m ................... The Anger of God in the Major Prophets .................................................................. Thomas Eaves 
8:00 p.m ................... The Mercy of God in the Major Prophets .................................................................... Earl Edwards 

Thursday, August 24 
9:00a.m ................... Ah, Sinful Nation Laden with Iniquity ............................................................................. Kevin Beard 

1 0:00 a.m ................... Woe Unto Them That Follow Strong Drink .............................................................. Rod Rutherford 
11 :00 a.m ................... Woe Unto Them That Are Wise in Their Own Eyes .................................................... Gary McDade 
1 :00 p.m ................... Woe Unto Him That Striveth with His Maker ........................................................ Barry Gilreath Jr. 
2:00 p.m ................... The Women of the Major Prophets ............................................................................. Terry Joe Kee 
3:00 p.m ................... The Ten Lost Tribes of Israel - Fact or Fiction? ......................................................... Curtis Cates 
7:00 p.m ................... 0 Earth, Earth, Earth, Hear the Word of the Lord ....................................................... Jim Dearman 
8:00 p.m ................... The Righteous Remnant: Few There Be That Find It .................................................. Tom Holland 
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Limited display space Is available on a first come, first served basis -call (601) 393-2690. 
Electrical hookups will be available at the Southaven Church of Christ building. 

All lectures will be published in a beautiful clothbound volume. 

Southaven Church of Christ 
1381 Brookhaven Drive • Southaven, Mississippi 38671 

(Just minutes from Memphis, Tennessee) 



11J#ahlstrom's Wonder'' 
A P11r11bolit Presenfllfion of Posfmodern Theology 

By J. E. Choate 

Wahlstrom's Wonder was a "jerrybuilt" ma
chine assembled by its builder from 
10,000 parts gathered in a junk yard. The 

switch was pulled. The engine roared, the wheels 
whirred, lights came on, sirens went off, bells rang, 
and with other marvelous sights and sounds this con
traption ran, but it did not do anything! 

This article is designed to show that our liberal 
brethren are now engaged in concocting a paradigm, 
or model of a "new hermeneutic" gleaned from the 
staging areas of postmodern liberal theology. We are 
just now "catching on" to the strategies of the 
"change agents." We have found it difficult to accept 
that respected brethren who protest loyalty to Scrip
ture and respect for Restoration principles have been 
playing a game with us. 

17th Annual Lectureship 
Eastside Church of Christ 

November 3-5, 1995 

"Let Us Refuse the Evil and Choose the Good" 

Frldq, Hovsmber 3 
7:00 p.m. ..... _.fA Biblical Overview of Immorality .............. Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
8:00 p.m. ............. Idolatry, Materialism, Selfishness .................................. Tom Bright 

Ssturdq, November4 
9:00 a.m .............. Moral Training In the Home .......................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

10:00 a.m .............. New Digression and Change ......................................... Wayne Coats 
11:00 a.m .............. Questions and Answers ................................. Taylor, Bright, Coats 
12:00 p.m .............. Lunch provided at building 
1:30 p.m. ...•......... Lasdvlousness - D2ndng ................................................ Tom Bright 
2:30 p.m. .........•... Alcohol, Drugs, and Tobacco ........................................ Wayne Price 
3:30 p.m. ............. Uving Righteously In the Midst of Immorality .......... Marlon Fox 
4:30 p.m. ............. Situation Ethics ........................................................... Leon Brashear 
5:30 p.m .............. Repent or Perish .............................................................. Curtis Cates 

Sundq, NoVBmber 6 
9:30 a.m .............. Value of Ufe and Medical Ethics .................................. Curtis Cates 

10:30 a.m .............. An Absolute Standard for Morality ............................ David Brown 
2:30 p.m. ............. Immodest Dress .................................................................... Bobby Key 
3:30 p.m. ............. Lying, Deceit. and Dishonesty .......................................... Ron Cosby 
4:30 p.m. ............. Suffering Persecution and Righteous Uvlng ............ Gary Henson 
5:30 p.m .............. Refuse the Evil and Choose the Good ....................... David Brown 

Electrical hookups for RV's. • Staffed nursery for all sessions. 
Tapes and outline books available. 

-Cliff Lyons, director

Eastside Church of Christ 
2141 Kingston • Muskogee Oklahoma 74403 

(918) 682-6382 

A Brief Auto.iographical Explanation 
This writer commands a knowledge of the history of 
theology and Christian doctrine which extends into 
the 1970s. This has dramatically changed in recent 
days. Some brethren have been introducing ideolo
gies of a postmodern theology into the churches and 
schools to which I could not fasten a handle. 

A contemporary generation of liberal theologians 
has "constructed" a new radical theology called 
"postmodern theology," "post-structural theology," 
"liberation theology," the "theology of deconstruc
tion." It is my good fortune to have full access to the 
resources of the Vanderbilt Divinity School Library. 
And I have been extended the courtesy to converse 
with Vanderbilt professors who have provided valu
able information and bibliography to bring my un
derstanding of a postmodern theology to a comfort
able level. 

A major purpose of this article is to show how a 
postmodern liberal theology has gradually filtered 
into our churches and schools through various and 
sundry devices created by our liberal brethren. 

The Postmodern World 
The best and quickest way to understand 
postmodern liberal theology is to place it in the con
text of the divisions of Ancient, Medieval, and Mod
ern history. These vast time references include and 
transcend all particular human events which mirror 
the flow and interconnection of all human affairs. 

This general classification has been in common 
use since the 17th century. The postmodern world 
means "after the modern world." It is not a denial of 
the past nor a despair of what is coming to pass in the 
affairs of mankind. The history of Christian doctrine 
is recorded in these spans of Western history. 

Modern theology: The roots of modern theology 
are traced back to the 18th century Age of Enlighten
ment and to Immanuel Kant who denied the proofs 
for God's existence, and maintained that man could 
only know God through reason. The roots of mod
ernism are discovered in man's reason which rejects 
the verbal inspiration of Scripture. 

August 1995 19 
Firm Foundation 



Several varied forms of modern theology have 
evolved from the forms of the "Old Modernism" 
which was dominating the theological scene in 1900. 
The old modernism was a syncretism of the late 19th
century documentary hypothesis of the Mosaic writ
ings, form and source criticism of the New Testament, 
and the evolutionary theory. The Social Gospel re
sulted from the mixtures. 

The forms of the old modernism perished in the 
aftermath of World War I. The modern period of lib
eral theology began with Karl Barth joined by Rudolph 
Bultmann, Emil Brunner, and Paul Tillich. This was 
the period of. the neo-liberal theological movement 
commonly known as neo-othodoxy which dominated 
the modern theological scene through the 1950s. 

Post-modern World and Post-modern Theology 
It is now obvious that man is living in the dawning of 
a new postmodern world which could require a thou
sand years to complete another full circle in the his
tory of man. No one can know this. This lead article 
sets up a glossary of words and terminology to iden
tify and update the major outlines of a postmodern 
liberal biblical theology which is replacing the forms 

First 
Leadership 

in the Lord's Church 
Lectureship 

-Saturday, September 16, 1995-

9:00 a.m ....... Organization and Mission of the Church 
•.••...•.....••.•.•....•.........•.•............•...... Garland Elkins 

1 0:00 a.m •...... The Need for and Examples of leadership 
............................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

11 :00 a.m ••..... Elders and Deacons -
Qualifications and Work ...•.•.•. Garland Elkins 

12:00 p.m •..... lunch provided by the congregation 

1 :00 p.m .••••• Elder/Preacher Relationship -
Elder's Responsibiltiy to the Congregation 
.....•............................•...•......•.•••.•...•..• Curtis Cates 

2:00 p.m ..•••• Elder/Deacon Relationship -
Congregation's Responsibility to the Elders. 
............................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

3:00 p.m ...... Open Forum 
RV hookups available. 

Sponsored by 
Sunnyview Church of Christ 

P. 0. Box 896 • Farmington Missouri 63640 
(314) 756-5925 

(located 2 miles south of Farmington, Missouri on Highway H) 
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of existential theologies which dominated the mod
ern theology through the 19 5Os. 

The main point I wish to make at this place is 
that postmodern New Testament scholarship is 
heading for a new paradigm which is coming in the 
wake of neo-orthodoxy which has lost general favor 
in a postmodern theology. And some of our liberal 
brethren are swallowing the changes "hook, line, 
and sinker." 

Times are indeed changing and the old modern
ism is dying though its strength is not completely 
spent. Postcritical modern theology is already prov
ing itself to be far more dangerous than the forms 
of the old modernism. The disparate parts of a 
paradigm for a new hermeneutic are scattered all 
over the place. The attempts of spokesmen of Image 
Magazine, the 1989-1990 esc meetings, and lately, 
Jubilee, and Wineskins to conjure up a new her
meneutical paradigm are widely known in the 
"scholarly" circles of our brethren. 

The Postmodern Paradign Shift 
in Deconstruction Theology 

At this juncture, my design is to set up a glossary of 
words and terminology which will inform and trace 
the movements of a postmodern theology. The over
all picture is dominated by new forms of rationalism 
and a large number of disparate religious and world 
views. For Christians, postmodernism erodes and 
undermines any notion of unity and coherent Bible 
truth. The application of the meaning of the terms in 
the glossary will have little or no meaning for the 
uninitiated. To be sure some of our scholarly breth
ren in the "ivory towers" of academia do under
stand, and seem marked by an intellectual arrogance 
that they are the only ones who do . 

Nevertheless, in the months to follow this infor
mation will be phrased in the language of the mar
ketplace, the pew sitter, and the postmodern atheist, 
which will enable readers of the English language 
with a knowledge of Scripture to follow the drift of a 
postmodern theology. 

Liberation theology was first used in 1973 by 
Gustavo Gutierrez, a Peruvian priest who concen
trated on the liberation of the third world from op
pression and poverty. This movement came to in
clude women, black, and gay liberation theologies. 
Odd though it may seem, a postmodern liberation 
theology took roots and flourished and now domi
nates the postmodern theological scene. 

Derridean deconstruction: The theology of 



"destructionism" began with Jacques Derrida whose 
linguistic philosophy calculates to knock down the 
idea that the great works of literature, including 
Scripture, have a common shared meaning which is 
the same for all in every age. His ideas are also called 
poststructuralism. He maintains that the meaning of 
language is hidden and elusive. 

Schussler-Fiorenza carried the concept over the 
edge when she branded Scripture androcentric (writ
ten by men to deny woman her rights). She popular
ized the hermeneutic of suspicion which holds the 
apparent meaning of Scripture to be suspect. 

Paradigms and parameters: Thomas Kuhn first 
introduced the word paradigm into literary criticism 
in 1970. A paradigm is a working model of some
thing. Kuhn used the working models of the Ptole
maic and Copernican to show how the universe oper
ates. He meant to show that paradigms shift with the 
discovery of new knowledge. Today our liberal 
brethren speak much of shifting paradigms (models) 
and parameters in church matter. What do they have 
in mind for a new paradigm (model) of a new herme
neutic? We are not yet told. 

Post-critical biblical criticism: The threefold 

11th Annual 
Robertsoa Couaty 

Labor Day 
Lectureship 

September 1-4, 1995 
Friday night through Monday afternoon. 

••• 
"God's Preachers and Modern Problems" 

21 sessions - one Open Forum 

Jeff Archey 
David Brown 
Bill Cantrell 
Curtis Cates 
J. E. Choate 
Wayne Coats 
Mac Deaver 
Roy Deaver 

••• 
-Speakers-

••• 

Garland Elkins 
Joe Gilmore 

Virgil Hale 
Roy McConnell 

Ira Y. Rice Jr. 
Wayne Smith 

Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
Gary Wilder 

Robertson County Church of Christ 
2980 Highway 41 South 

Springfield, Tennessee 37172 
(north of Nashville, south of Springfield, 

on Highway 41, east of 1-65) 

schema of biblical criticism are the pre-critical (be
fore the old modernism), historical-critical method 
which controlled biblical criticism through the neo
orthodox period, and postmodern biblical critics 
since the decline of neo-orthodoxy. Mter the Enlight
enment, the "scientific method" has been virtually in 
command; as a result, biblical scholars have sought 
to establish a new hermeneutic to determine the ex
act meaning of a Bible text. 

Holistic paradigms: There is an emerging holistic 
paradigm which is committed to such disciplines as 
the historical, sociology, literary criticism, psycho
analytic and analytical psychological examinations, 
canonical criticism, etc. This means that everything, 
including the kitchen sink, is thrown into the cre
ation of the new hermeneutic (paradigm). 

A Declaration of Purpose 
At this point, I simply beg the indulgence of the read
ers to exercise patience until these "buzz words" of 
the liberal theology of postmodernism can be clearly 
and succinctly put into everyday English. There is 
still the overarching task to sort out and set in order 
this "dance of parts" to see how this postmodern 
theological paradigm can be put together, and to 
learn how it is supposed to run and what it does. 

We shall refer to articles in Image, CSC papers, 
Wineskins, Tulsa Workshop, and the Nashville Jubi
lee to make our case in the very words of our liberal 
brethren. Like Br' er Rabbit, they got mixed up in this 
tar baby on their own. It will be most interesting to 
watch what they do and write in the days ahead. 

3714'/z Belmont 
Nashville, 7N 37215 

Memphis School 
of PreachiDI 

A 
• Two-year program 
• Fifty-four courses 
• 2,760 clock hours 
• No tuition 
• Qualified faculty 
• Umlted scholarships 
• Strong Bible emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being accepted 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
Conducted by 

Knight Arnold Church of Christ 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

Phone (901) 362-5139 
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Help Our Military Brethren 
By E. Claude Gardner 

T he Christian men and women who are serving 
in the military at home and abroad deserve 
our prayers and support. One way that we 

can encourage these brethren is to assist them by in
forming them of the nearest congregations to where 
they will be stationed. Especially will this be helpful 
for those who will be stationed overseas. When we 
learn of their assignment location, we should advise 
the overseas congregation. Not all U.S. bases will be 
located near a congregation, but many are close. 
Where they are not able to find a church we hope 
that these brethren will try to begin worship on the 
base. 

Specifically I am pleased to provide information 
to those who will be stationed in U.S. military bases 
in Germany. I have preached in the area of Wurz
burg, Germany, and I am happy to recommend the 
work there. The German preacher, Franz Weiss, 
serves the German congregation and also the Ameri
can congregation made up primarily of U.S. citizens. 
Brother Weiss, a graduate of Freed-Hardeman Uni
versity, has preached in German and English for 30 
years. In addition to preaching for the Wurzburg 
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Florida School 
of Preaching 
1807 South Florida A venue 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 
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church he also preaches once a month at 
Schweinfurt, a nearby congregation. His sponsoring 
church is Phillips St. Church of Christ, Dyersburg, 
Tenn. Other congregations and individuals assist. 

The Wurzburg church meets at Reuerergasse 10, 
97070 Wurzburg, Germany 

For information and assistance write or call: 
Franz Weiss, Am Sonnfeld 2, 97076 Wurzburg, 

Germany, Tel. (0931)- 273547. 
Four bases in Germany where several of our 

brethren are stationed for three years are: Leighton 
Bks, Wurzburg; Larson Bks and Harvey Bks, Kitzin
gen; Helicopter Base Giebelstadt 

Brother Weiss reports 21 congregations in Ger
many. Those with a full-time preacher are the follow
ing: Augsburg, Wurzburg, Stuttgart, Heidelberg, 
Mannheim, Frankfurt, Cologne, Bremen, Hamburg, 
Hildesheirn, Braunschweig, Kiel, Chemnitz, Oel
snitz, Zwickau. The last three are in East Germany. 

The other six congregations without a full-rime 
preacher are the following: Munich, Karlsruhe, Kai
serslautern, Wiesbaden, Hannover, and Berlin. 

We appeal to families, elders, and preachers to 
care for these precious loved ones in the military by 
helping them find the church and find the strength to 
remain faithful. 372 Mill St. 

Henderson, TN 38340 
Fp 

Midwestern 
school of Preaching 

0 2-year course of study 
o Study entire Bible text 
o Practical and foundational fields 

fully covered 
o Wives program 
o Annual evangelistic campaigns 
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Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 
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(816) 259-3875 
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10800 Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 



-September 24-28, 1995-

Sun.dag, 3epJon./Ju 24 
9:00 a.m ................... jesus Christ, God's Wonderful Son .......................................... Charles Cochran 

1 0:00 a.m ..•................ Jesus, the Promised Redeemer ................................................... Perry B. Cotham 
7:00 p.m ................... Jesus, the Man of Sorrows ................................................................. Paul Kidwell 

~ 3epJon./Ju 25 
1 0:00 a.m ................... Jesus, the Righteous Judge ..................................................................... Steve Lusk 
11 :00 a.m ................... Jesus Christ, the Church's One Foundation .......................... Noah Hackworth 

1 :30 p.m ................... The Purpose and Duration of Miracles ................................................ Ken Willis 
2:30 p.m .................•. The Significance of the Birth of Jesus .................................. H. Daniel Denham 
3:30 p.m ................... jesus, the Loving Shepherd .......................................................... Robbie Eversole 
6:30 p.m ................... Singing 
7:00 p.m ................... The Resurrection of Jesus and Its Impact on the World ...... Don McWhorter 

<;Jiu,Jag, 3epJon./Ju 26 
1 0:00 a.m ................... Jesus, the Light of the World ............................................................... Tim Kidwell 
11 :00 a.m ................... The Goodness and Severity of God ............................................... Wayne Coats 

1:30 p.m ................... The Theme of the Parables of Jesus ........................................... Lindell Mitchell 
2:30 p.m ................... jesus, the Son of Man- His Humanity .•......................................... Curtis Cates 
3:30 p.m ...•............... Jesus, the Example for His Disciples ............................................ Garland Elkins 
6:30 p.m ................... Singing 
7:00 p.m ................... jesus, the Gift of God's Grace ........................................................... Gary Colley 

10~ 3epJon./Ju 27 
10:00 a.m ................... The Purpose and Teaching of the Anger of Jesus .................••.... Keith Mosher 
11 :00 a.m ..............•.... The Compassionate Christ .................................................................. Joe Gilmore 

1 :30 p.m .............•..... The Reaction of Jesus to Doctrinal Error .................................................. Joe Cox 
2:30 p.m ................... The King and His Kingdom, When and Where ........................... Ronnie Hayes 
3:30 p.m ........•...•...... Jesus, the Builder and Head of the Church ............................... Waymon Swain 
6:30 p.m •.•..............•. Singing 
7:00 p.m •......•........... The Second Coming of Christ ........................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

g~ 3epJon./Ju 28 
1 0:00 a.m ................... Jesus, the Propitiation for Our Sins ................................................. David Hester 
11 :00 a.m ................... Jesus, the Lion of Judah and the Lamb of God ...................... Michael Hughes 

1 :30 p.m ................... Jesus, the Obedient Son ......................................................... Waymon Summers 
2:30 p.m ................... Jesus, the Object of Our Communion ........................................... Wayne Miller 
3:30 p.m ..........•........ The Love of Christ Includes Discipline ........................................... Bobby Liddell 
6:30 p.m ................... Singing 
7:00 p.m ................... The Role of Jesus in Contemporary Religions .............................. David Brown 

/;ad fllidt}~ @JuuJt ol @lurid 
501 McBrien Road 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37412 
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Potpourri ... 
Many of our readers write to praise our ef

forts to keep the banner of truth from 
dragging in the mud. We prize every stimu

lating word of approval and learn from every word 
of disapproval. Your endorsements cheer us and 
make us more determined to draw the line against 
every departure from sound doctrine. Space is lim
ited and we cannot print excerpts from the numerous 
letters, but it is inspiring to open the mail pouch each 
day and read; "Keep up the good work .... I appreci
ate your courage in exposing those who are harming 
the Lord's work." We did have one letter saying, "I 
do not care to renew my subscription. Your publica
tion does not measure up anywhere dose to what it 
was when Ruel Lemmon [sic] was editor." ... Even 
that "lemon" made us feel good. Other letters said 
such things as "$30 is enclosed ... in addition to our 
two-year subscription, if available please send us a 
copy of the Feb 1993 issue of Firm Foundation." 
Please understand that we cannot answer every letter 
(there are just too many of them), but we do take 
note of each one, benefit from your suggestions, and 
are grateful you took time to write. 

It is important for us to increase our readership. 
You can help. Recommend us to a friend ... subscribe 
to the paper for someone as a gift . .. ask the elders 
where you worship to order a monthly bundle, or, 
better still, to subscribe for each member of the con
gregation as a means of keeping the church informed 
and edified ... give us all the help you can because 
without your vigorous support we cannot continue. 
"As God's fellow workers, we urge you to receive not 
the grace of God in vain." 

GoodNews 
OJoseph D. Meador, director of the Southwest 

School of Bible Studies in Austin, Texas, informs us 
that enrollment is up and, the curriculum is expand
ing and improving. This fine school is graduating a 
number of fine gospel preachers each year. 

flThe Memphis School of Preaching, where Cur
tis Cates is the director, graduated 26 men this June. 
The school is outstanding and its graduates are effec
tive workers in the kingdom. 

OGary Fallis, administrator of the Brown Trail 
School of Preaching in Fort Worth, reports an enroll-
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ment of 3 0 men studying daily to preach the Word. 
The church is blessed with other schools of 

preaching that are also doing a good job of helping 
prepare men to preach the word and defend the faith. 

Whose God Is The Belly? 
OWayne Coats of Mt. Juliet, Tenn., says that on a 

visit to the David Lipscomb University campus it was 
confirmed to him that not many days ago a speaker at 
the daily High School chapel service had the audi
ence pat each other's stomachs. According to the wit
ness, the speaker said, "If you love Jesus pat your 
stomach." Then the invited guest said, "If you love 
Jesus, pat the stomach of the one sitting next to you." 
Some faculty in utter disgust walked out. No one rose 
up to protest such raucous behavior. We wonder 
what David Lipscomb would have said and done, if 
he had been president at David Lipscomb University 
and this happened. 

Princeton Religion Research Center 
OA George Gallup poll, commissioned by PRRC, 

shows strong support for prayer in public schools. 
The survey also reveals that people, generally, believe 
religion is losing its impact but not its relevance. Fi
nally, pollsters for Gallup discovered that among 
Catholics and Protestants attendance at church ser
vices almost doubles on Easter Sunday, which con
firms that when a human tradition promotes a special 
Sunday it detracts from all other Sundays. 

More on ·UN Treaty 
fl We are indebted to Teresa Beckmeyer for send

ing an article about the U.N. Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. The treaty, as proposed, will supersede 
other American laws. Articles 3, 14, 15, 16, and 17 
empower the state to pursue the best interest of the 
child, guarantees children freedom of thought, con
science and religion, grants children freedom of asso
ciation and unlimited right to privacy, and appoints 
the mass media to provide children's social, spiritual 
and moral well-being. Article 19 creates a complex 
bureaucratic system to facilitate the "identification, 
reporting, referral, investigation, treatment and fol
low-up" of parents who violate their children's rights. 
Article 24 requires the state to offer "family planning 
education and services." Hillary Clinton announced 



our ambassador to the U.N. would sign this treaty and 
send it to the U.S. Senate for ratification. 

World,s Greatest Fact 
OWe can say that the story of the resurrection 

means simply that the teachings of Jesus are immortal 
like the plays of Shakespeare and that their wisdom 
and truth will live on forever. 

Or we can say that the resurrection means that 
the spirit of Jesus is undying, that he himself lives on 
among us, the way that Socrates does, for instance, in 
the good that he left behind him, in the lives of all 
who follow his great example. 

Or we can say that the language in which the 
Gospels describe the resurrection of Jesus is the lan
guage of poetry and that, as such, it is not to be taken 
literally but as pointing to a truth more profound 
than literal. 

Religious Debate 
on Catholicism to Be Held 

in San Antonio, Texas 
On the nights of Aug. 14-17, 1995, a public religious dis
cussion is scheduled to be held at the McAlister Audito
rium on the Campus of San Antonio College, San Anto
nio, Texas. The disputants are Darrell Conley, gospel 
preacher, who has preached for the Northern Oaks 
Church of Christ in San Antonio for eight years, and 
Messrs. Mike Luther and Robert M. Narvaez, represent
ing "Catholic Response." Moderator for Darrell Conley 
will be Roy C. Deaver, well-known gospel preacher. The 
debate will begin each evening at 7:00. 

The debate will center 
on the following propositions: 

Resolved: The church to which I belong is the true 
church of Christ in which alone is to be found salvation 
and which accepts the Bible only as its authority. 

Affirm: Darrell Conley 
Deny: Mike Luther 

Resolved: The Catholic Church is the true church of 
Christ in which alone is to be found salvation and is infal
lible in teaching the true doctrine of Christ. 

Affirm: Robert M. Narvaez 
Deny: Darrell Conley 

The first two nights are the affirmative nights. 
The public is encouraged to attend. 

For further Information contact 
Northern Oaks Church of Christ 

17435 Redland Rd. • San Antonio, Texas 78232 
(210) 496-1346 

But in the case of the resurrection, this simply 
does not apply because there really is no story about 
the resurrection in the New Testament. Except in the 
most fragmentary way, it is not described at all. 
There is no poetry about it. Instead, it is simply pro
claimed as a fact. Christ is risen! (Frederick Buehner 
in The Magnificent Defeat). 

Girls Will Be Girls 
OThe American Association of University 

Women and other feminist lobbying groups have suc
ceeded in getting girls categorized as an "historically 
under-served population." This means that, under 
the Gender Equity Act incorporated in last year's El
ementary and Secondary Education Act, millions of 
dollars will now be allocated for "gender equity" 
programs in the schools .... The ESEA allocates mil
lions for combating violence in the schools. Feminists 
like Nan Stein, a well-known "harassment specialist" 
at the Wellesley College Center for Research on 
Women, have persuaded the government that sexual 
harassment- as defined by them - is a form of vio
lence deserving special funding. . . . That Congress 
could classify school girls as a disadvantaged popula
tion alongside Indians and the handicapped is a trib
ute to the ideological influence and political power 
wielded by establishment feminists (Source: National 
Review, May 15, 1995). 

The definition of "gender" is an issue for the Pre
paratory Conference for the UN's upcoming Fourth 
World Conference on Women, to be held in Peking. 
The conference wants to redefine "gender" to en
compass five "genders": male, female, homosexual, 
bisexual, and transsexual. Some shocked delegates 
oppose redefining "gender" because, they say, God 
made Adam and Eve, and people really are men and 
women. There is a planned month-long conference 
to settle the fight. The State Department's marching 
orders: "Fight for the change - five genders are bet
ter than two." Bella Abzug is to coordinate lobbying 
efforts of outside groups, and Hillary Clinton will 
head the U.S. delegation to Peking. 

Second Chance 
$According to Christianity Today the problem of 

misguided people thinking they have died and come 
back to life is increasing. It has a certain fascination. 
The resurrected (resuscitated) appear to think their 
experience gives them special favor with God. Mau
rice Rawlings, in his book To Hell and Back, says 
"This ersatz religion embraces the belief in an enjoy
able life after death with no fear of divine judgment. 
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It dispenses with traditional dogmas of sin and the 
need for salvation, asserting instead that one must 
simply grow in knowledge and love, both vaguely 
defined." Rawlings says one who claimed to die and 
revive said, "The Lord isn't interested in doctrine." 

Islam 
OThe Minneapolis-St. Paul Star Tribune reports a 

Muslim student at the University of Minnesota is 
withholding 26 cents of his $139.48 in quarterly stu
dent fees because that portion funds the university's 
Association of Gay/Lesbian/Bi!fransgender Students. 
Khalid Kader wrote in an open letter to the univer
sity president: "My inability to pay stems from my re
ligious convictions, which teach me that homosexual 
conduct is wrong and that if I support it in any form, 
I commit sin.~ 

Think About It 
OOverheard in New York City: a woman on a 

Brooklyn-bound R train, talking to a friend, said, "So 
my daughter asks me, 'Why did God let that mommy 
kill her two boys?' And I say, 'Well, honey, God 
didn't have enough angels up in heaven, and they 
were so good and innocent, he had to take them.' So 
then she says, 'Mommy, if God needs more angels, 
will you kill me, too?'" (New York Magazine). 

Well-intentioned people may make statements 
they think honor God, but that misrepresents how the 
Creator works in his creation. Taste your words and 
be careful about what you say. The woman in the story 
did not know what she was talking about and said 
something that could cause unbelief. Do not know 
more than you know, nor say what you cannot prove. 
The Truth, the Whole Truth, 
and Nothing But the Truth 

SOn Wed., Mar. 8, 1995 The Margaret Sanger 
Story was on cable channel television. Sanger 
founded the Planned Parenthood. The TV "story" 
omitted to report that Margaret Sanger in The Prin
ciples and Aims of the American Birth Control League 
wrote, "Funds that should be used to raise the stan
dard of our civilization are diverted to the mainte
nance of those who should never have been born." 
Who are those "who should never have been born"? 
Sanger lists them: "Modern studies indicate that in
sanity, epilepsy, criminality, prostitution, pauperism 
and mental defect are all organically bound up to
gether and that the least intelligent and the thor
oughly degenerate classes in every community are the 
most prolific." 

"If the United States government were to spend 
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some of its vast appropriations on a system of bo
nuses to decrease or restrict the incessant and unin
terrupted advent of the hordes of the unfit," she 
wrote, "we might look forward to the future of this 
country with less pessimism." 

Sanger also wrote that women should not "pro
duce children who will become slaves to feed, fight 
and toil for the enemy - capitalism." 

Other Sanger quotations include: 
"The marriage bed is the most degenerating in

fluence in the social order." 
"We can all vote, even the mentally arrested. And 

so it is no surprise to find the moron's vote as good as 
the vote of the genius. The outlook is not a cheerful 
one." 

"Birth control has been accepted by the most 
clear-thinking and far-seeing of the Eugenists as the 
most constructive and necessary of the means to ra
cial health." 

The motto of her publication, The Birth Control 
Review, was "To breed a race of thoroughbreds." 

Sanger's Planned Parenthood is the chief archi
tect, promoter, defender and advocate of abortion. 

The United States Post Office 
OHuman Events reports the "Postal Service dis

tributed unadulterated propaganda in conjunction 
with the event [Take Our Daughters to Work Day]. 
The material, prepared by Ms Foundation for 
Women, which started the program two years ago, 
contained a reading list for young children, including 
a book on reinventing the family and homosexual 
parenting, not to mention a whole slew of misleading 
statistics and anti-male rhetoric." 

"The Postal Service bought 50 complete packages 
from the Ms Foundation, at a total cost of $5 000 , ' 
and distributed them to supervisors across the coun-
try. In addition to its unabashed assault on the male 
gender, the material also slighted conservative 
women. A chronology of major historic events in
volving women lists the swearing-in of liberal Su
preme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, but there 
was no mention of Justice Sandra Day O'Conner
the first women ever on the High Court. 
Abjection 

0 "I recoiled so much from what I had done that it 
seemed to be not my choice at all. A mystery, I 
thought. A monster did it." Michael Warner wrote 
these words in the Villiage Voice ijan. 31, 1995) in an 
article titled "Why Gay Men are Having Risky' Sex." 

Warner, over the course of the long article, tries 



to answer the question: Why do so many homo
sexual men risk their lives when they know better? 
He comes up with several answers: the generalized 
despair of the homosexual life, the thrill of taunting 
death (no sublimity without danger), the weariness of 
a constantly monitored sex life, and the use of drugs 
to silence the monitor. 

The most startling passage in Mr. Warner's analy-
sis is this: 

The appeal of [homosexual] sex, for many, lies in 
its ability to violate the responsibilizing frames 
of good, right-thinking people. AIDS education, 
in contrast, often calls for people to affirm life 
and see sex as a healthy expression of self es
teem, and respect for others. One campaign 
from the San Francisco AIDS Foundation urges 
men to treat sex the way you might buy munici
pal bonds: 'Playing it safe, making a plan, and 
sticking to it.' Most efforts to encourage us to 
take care of ourselves through safer sex also in
vite us to pretend that our only desire is to be 
proper and good. Abjection continues to be our 
dirty secret. 

Homosexuals are refusing to practice "safe sex" 
because they know it is the right thing to do. Being 
good runs counter to their culture. 

Political Correctness 
OThe IRS has revoked the tax-exempt status of a 

local church because it sponsored a newspaper ad 
urging Christians to vote against Bill Clinton. The ad 
detailed President Clinton's support for abortion on 
demand, homosexuals, and passing out condoms in 
public schools .. The Center for Law and Justice has 
filed a lawsuit on behalf of the church. 

Classic Quotes 
O"Children today are tyrants. They contradict 

their parents, gobble their food, and tyrannize their 
teachers"- Socrates. 

0 "Even the youngest of us may be wrong some
times" - George Bernard Shaw. 

O"Try a sprig of Periwinkle. Venus owns this 
herb & saith, That the leaves eaten by man and wife 
cause love between them, it also relieves constipation 
and nosebleeds" - 165 3 treatise. 

O"When they came for the meat eaters I kept si
lent because I'm a vegetarian. When they came for 
the gun owners I kept silent because I am a pacifist. 
When they came for the drivers I kept silent because 
I'm a bicyclist. They never did come for me. I'm still 
here because there's nobody left in the secret police 
except sissies with rickets"- Florence King. 

Choosing 
Effective 
Studies 

llle MOST IMPORTANT aspect of any class 
is WHAT IS TAUGHI TRUTH NEVER CHANGES 

Conscientious teachers and students search jar 
Bible study aids that are dodrinally sound, 

Interesting, and rewarding. 

Lottie Beth Hobbs books 
continue to Jill these needs, being extensively 

and successfully used. 
Among unsolicited comments: 

• ·our fall Bible study will soon begin. Once again we have 
cho.sen the Hobbs books ... so appropriate for our 
group ... clear, condse, hiWng the mark for each of us." 

• ·we love Daughters of Eve. The ladies say it's the best 
book they have ever used.-

• Concerning VIctory Over Trials: What a great piece of 
1/terature ... a masterplecer 

• ·1 have all six books. They have taught me a lot .. .llfted me 
up many Urnes when I was down. rm now ordering for 
friends." 

• A prominent dealer writes: ·we sell these books proudly 
because they are excellent" 

• -victory Over Trials (hard back) Is an excellent gift for the 
discouraged, Ill, or bereaved." 

Order by phone or by mail 

If You Would See Good Days- Help for dally decisions - '4.95 

VIctory Over 'Dials- Encouragement from Job -
{PB) '4.95 {HB) '7.95 

Daughters of Eve -Strength from Women of Yesterday -
{PB) s5.95 (HB) '7.95 

Your Best Friend - Friendship with Christ '4.95 

You Can Be Beautiful- Beauty That Never Fades -
(PB) s4.95 (HB) Sfi.95 

Choosing Ufe's Best-The Practical Plan of Proverbs - '5.95 

Minimum of S2 for postage and handling. Add 10% for larger orders. 

HARVEST PUBLICATIONS 
11~~~;~~ (817) 531-3605 • Box 8456, R. Worth, TX 76124 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

J ohn H. Banister died April 29. He suffered a se
ries of strokes. John was born on April 20, 
1910 in Thalia, Texas. He was an outstanding 

gospel preacher. 
Brother Banister worked with the church in 

Shawnee, Oklahoma in 1934, but later moved to 
Oklahoma City to work with the newly established 
Culbertson Heights church. 

John moved to Dallas in 1948 to preach for the 
Sears and Summit church. Their new building at 
3014 Skillman Avenue was under construction, and 
the congregation soon moved to this location. John 
preached for Skillman church until 1971, when he 
retired. He continued to worship with the church, 
conduct gospel meetings, lectureships, funerals, and 
help in teaching Bible classes. John preached for the 
Skillman Avenue church for 23 years and lived in 
Dallas for 4 7 years. During the time the Banisters 
worked with the Skillman church, the congregation 
enjoyed good growth, with attendance on Sunday 
morning of one thousand four hundred. 

When Preston Road and Prestoncrest were estab
lished, Skillman furnished a number of members to 
the new churches. 

During his long and fruitful ministry, John 
preached in gospel meetings throughout the United 
States, Japan, Hong Kong, Thailand, the Philippines 
and South Africa. He was one of the most able 
preachers in our brotherhood. In 1951, when 
Abilene Christian College (University) began its an
nual series of Lectures on Preaching, John was asked 
to deliver the inaugural lessons. He served on the 
board of the University for over 40 years. 

In the mid '50s the Skillman church began a Sun
day morning weekly religious program televised on 
Channel4. The telecast featured fine gospel singing 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 

Postage Appreciated 

-Elbert R. Garrets0n-
121o 9th Ave. • Delano, CA 93215 • (805) 721-8925 
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and John delivering the Bible mes
sage. His face and voice became well 
known throughout the metroplex. 

John's funeral was May 2 in the 
Skillman auditorium, with Hulen 
Jackson conducting the service. We 
extend our love and sympathy to his 
companion of 62 years, his three 
children Bill, Joan. and John, and to the rest of the 
family. 

A memorial service was also held at Utopia, 
Texas, with burial at Waresville Cemetery. John Ban
ister made a lasting impression on the lives of thou
sands. Being "absent from the body," he is "present 
with the Lord." 1834 Santa Crnz 

The 
"Core/Boll's Eye 

Gospel" 
Concept 
Refuted 

by 
- Curtis A. Cates-

Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

THE 
uCOREIBULL'S EYE GOSPEL" 

CONCEPT REFUTED 

CartiiA. C. ... 

A....,_.. .. ,__, .. ....,._.utUMr.tt 
.. a-din ., Qri .. 

..,.. a. jed ... ...,.,. c:-...d., o.r 

Fp 

I have just completed the reading of the recently pub
lished book entitled The Core! Bull's Eye Gospel Concept Re
futed. The author of the book is Curtis A. Cates, Ed.D, who, 
some years ago, was a young, dedicated student of mine. 

To be very frank, I was/and am unprepared, and sick at 
heart, to learn of the holdings of certain prominent evangelists 
of our brethren in Christ. In my personal judgment, this book by 
brother Cates should be read by all brethren - especially el
ders and ministers -the brotherhood over. 

May all who read be moved to stand fast in the truth and 
give opposition to such dogma. 

Rex A. Turner Sr. 

CATES PUBLICATIONS 
5512 Cottonwood • Memphis, Tennessee 38115 

$4.50 plus $1.00 postage and handling 
(20% discount for orders or 10 or more copies) 



Directory Jaclcsonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

-Ohio-

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 

McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

Dayton - Nonhridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
f Ch . k II 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Amott Lowder, 

o nst, 5410 La e Howe Rd., Sun. 9, 10 minister. 787-5814. 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. -Oregon-

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Sarasota _ Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. H I'd 1 S 9 30 10 30 6 Gladstone- 225 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

next to o I ay nn. un. : , : a.m., 11 789 9754 f W d 7 I . 
(907) 456•4921. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. p.m., ca • or e • p.m. ocanon. 

Hugo McCord, preacher. 
-Arkansas-

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. j. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (SOl) 932-4328. 

- California -

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Indiana-

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S.MainSt., 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. Evansville_ West Side Church of Christ, 3232 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Damon B. Lundy, minister. 
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Haclcwonh, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

central 
Cauaca oF CHRIST 

1320 South Church Sl, Visalia. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 

-Missouri-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 

preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Mt. Juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 

Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334- Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
3866, 334-3757. Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West ••••• 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, Robertson County 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Church of Christ 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell U.S. Hwy. 41 nonh of Greenbrier, TN., between 
Broking, evangelist. exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 

-Montana-
-Florida- Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 

S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Clearwater- Central Church of Christ, 1454 Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, minister. 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. - North Carolina -
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 

Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Baytown - Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith." 

N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
S 9 6 W d 7 30 S 10 11 6 W d 7 30 m (919) Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 222 exir. un. a.m., p.m., e . : p.m. un. , a.m., p.m., e . : p. • 

(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 977-7556, jack Tittle, minisrer. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
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Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 
Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. • •••• 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs! ~r.e!c.her. 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
Terry M. Hightower, preacher. (804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. Route 3, Box 220, 24360. 1h mileS. 1-81 8c 1-:-77 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell {Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 

637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Virginia-
-Wyoming-

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 125 0 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
minister. (703) 382-7837. p.m., Loran Gearhart (307) 634-3040 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. • • • • • Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 135 Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. Church St., 24073. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, minister. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. (703) 382-7777. 6110. 

Save zo% oil the price listed 
• My Wonderful Salvation by Harvey Childress ................................................................. $2.50 
• Church-Sponsored Missions by Phillip W. Elkins .......................................••.................. $3.00 
• Sanctification and the Christian by Jeanette Kee ........................................................... $4.00 
• The Witnesses Jehovah by Dewey Fogerson ................................................................. $4.00 
• The Ten Commandments, Yesterday and Today by Burton Coffman ...................... ~ ...... $4.50 
• Putting the Pearls in Place by Bill Stewart ..••...•..••....................••.......••••••............•••••••••.• $4.00 

-Order from the Firm Foundatlon-
1-800-572-3619 

Please send no money. 
We will send the books and bill you 20% off the price listed plus shipping. 

';IUIM tk ~of tk ~ 'lD~tL Smtd 
(1917-1991) 

• The W orlcl Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) ................................................ $3.00 
• Beautiful Star (13-lesson study of the book of Esther) •••••••.••.••••.•••••••.•.•••..••.•.••.•.•••• $2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) ....................................... $2.00 
• 5 Minutes with the Master (50 5-minute sermons) ................................................... $2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It ...................................................... $2.00 
• Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 1 (study of 13 Bible words) .................................... $2.50 
• Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 2 (study of 13 more Bible words) •..•...••...•••••••...••.• $2.50 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson study) .................................................................. $1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson study) .....••.•.•........•.•.••••.••...•••...•....•• $2.00 

-Some of brother Smith's books have aged, but the message they proclaim will never grow old.-

$9.95 per set plus shipping. 
Books sold indiWluall:y for the price listed plus shipping. 
Please send no money. We will bill ,au for ,our onler. 

Finn Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, 'IX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Minister needed: The Sylvan Lake, M l church of 
Christ is looking for an energetic, full-time 
evangelist. We prefer a younger man with a family. 
Congregation averages attendance of 70, has elders, 
and is located in a beautiful lake area north of 
Detroit. Salary, housing, and medical provided. If 
interested, call Gene jonas (810) 625-0932. 

Pre.acher wanted: The church in Ellensburg, WA is 
looking for a preacher; sound doctrinally. Send all 
correspondence to Chuck Verkist, 906 E. 2nd Ave., 
Ellensburg, WA 98926. Send r~sum~ with sermon 
tape. (509) 925-2593 after 2:00p.m. Pacific time. 

Congregation of approx. 500 members desires 
pulpit minister keenly interested in spi ritual, 
numerical growth of Lord's church. Desire a man 
who will present the message of the scriptures in its 
purity to both members, non-members alike. Must 
be dynamic speaker and appeal to all age groups. 
Must be interested in community outreach and work 
to motivate the membership to accomplish this goal. 
Send rtsume and sermon tapes to Elders, Memorial 
Parkway Church of C hrist, 3703 Memoria l 
Parkway, Huntsville, AL 35810, (205) 852-3801. 

Aorida congregation needs full-time minister. We 
arc seeking a conservative fami ly man to help us 
grow. Please send resume and references to West 
Nassau Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1508, Callahan, 
FL 32011 (904) 845-3843. 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send rtsum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-
2554 

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife teaching team. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting time, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 
tape, resume, a nd family picrure to Church of 
Christ, Box J, Del Norte, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available. Dennis Crecelius, Box 476, Italy, 
TX 76651. (214) 483-7523. 

Preacher, 57, married, wants to relocate in N. TX 
or S. OK with congregation of 50-90 . Have been 
with church here in Eunice since 8/79; BSE and 
MA from ACU. For resume, references, and info 
write to jerry A. Price, 33 1 S. 4th, Eunice LA 
70535 or call (318) 546-0347. 

Can't afford a full-time preacher? Please call Tom 
Lucas, (817) 428-3507. 22 years of faithful gospel 
preaching. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Oak pews, 12-15 ft. length, 8-10ft. long, all padded 
except 4. In good condition. Contact Robertson 
County Church of Christ, 2980 Highway 41 South, 
Springfield, TN 37172. (615) 643-1021. 

-Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the 

right to accept or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some 
things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we 
may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm 
Foundation, we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for 
adver- tisements:The Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all ad
vertising. The cost for this is $50 for a full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for any
thing under a half-page. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your 
copy set as you would like to have it, but please understand that in most in
stances, the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the layout 
will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you! 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $50,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, II 026 Wur~bach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230. 

316 theater scats with padded cushions in very 
good condition. Only asking a small price. Marietta, 
Church of Christ, 305 S. W. 3rd Street, Marietta, 
OK 73448. (405) 276-2363. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Providence of God
S 15.00, plus S2.00 shipping & handling. The Minor 
Prophets - $12.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. 
Order from POWER Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994)- $1 7.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Change: The Name of the Game. A series of six 
lessons preached by Victor M. Eskew. The tapes 
address the changes being called fo r by the "change 
agents~ within the church. Cost: S 15 .00. To order 
mail check to Victor M. Eskew, 25 Railroad Ave., 
Pocahontas, TN 38061. 

Miscellaneous 
Free church pews. Duluth MN (218) 722-1984. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decarur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/ retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/ part t ime positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, o r collcclions. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for you retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

Please notify the 
Firm Foundation 

of your new address 
by sending 

an old address label 
with 

your address change 
to 

P.O . 210876 
Bedford, TX 79095-7876 
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SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2486 

_~~Training Men to Preach in Spirit and in Truth Since 1978" 

Reasons You Should Consider Southwest: 
• Southwest offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training. 
• Southwest credits are accepted at select Christian universities (up to 65 sem. hrs.). 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. 
• Southwest is staffed by a well-qualified and experienced Bible faculty. 
• Southwest requires the completion of 72 Bible courses for graduation. 
• Southwest offers one of the finest research libraries among schools of preaching. 
• Southwest offers a multi-media library complete with CD-ROM computer system. 
• Southwest offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Southwest provides the Christian Woman's Studies program for students' wives. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in expository preaching. 
• Southwest provides two courses in debate- principles and methods. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in biblical languages (Hebrew - Greek). 
• Southwest provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in research and writing. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in English grammar. 
• Southwest is fully approved to issue I-20 forms to accepted foreign students. 
• Southwest is tuition free- V. A. benefits- Limited scholarships available. 
• Southwest is ready to mail you an information packet- Call or write today! 

Joseph D. Meador, Director, Faculty of Old Testament; 
Gary Colley, Faculty of Bible and Preaching; Carl Garner, Faculty of Bible; 

John W. Moore, Faculty of New Testament; AI Macias, Faculty of Bible; Tim Ayers, Faculty of Bible 

Applications are now being accepted for the new 1995-1996 school year which begins in August 1995. 
Home-school students are encouraged to apply. 
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What's Happening in the Church? 
By Paul Clements 

( 

onsider the following scenario: Two young 
baptized believers are in discussion regarding 
some Bible teachings. They are talking about 

worship, especially music in worship, both instru
mental and "special" music. They are also discussing 
a woman's role in the church. One young Christian 
asserts that there is no biblical authority for either in
strumental music, special music, or women having 
dominion over men, expecting the other member of 
the church to immediately agree. Instead, the other 
person says, "That's not important. We need to be 
telling others about Jesus, not 'majoring on minors.' 
God didn't send Jesus so he could condemn to hell 
some for playing the piano or for having a woman 
serve on the worship committee. You are just bound 
by your traditions." 

Where have they been? It sounds like one has 
been in the church, but the other has been in a de
nomination. How can this be? What is happening? 
Telling others of Jesus is primary, but other Bible doc
trines are also important. It is still incumbent upon us 
to contend earnestly for the faith. There are those in 
the church today who would suggest that some gos
pel preachers are spending too much time being "nit
picky" on C hristian doctrine and not enough time 
preaching on Christ and the cross. To preach Christ 
and him crucified is to preach the doctrine. 

The idea being circulated is that there is a basic 
portion of the gospel that is being neglected and that 
the Epistles and Acts are secondary to this core gos
pel. It is interesting how the Bible never mentions 

a core gospel. Christ did command his disciples to 
go into all the world and preach the gospel. We 
should be safe to conclude that they did this since 
the Holy Spirit was given to the apostles (Acts 1:8; 
2:4) to guide them into all truth and bring to their 
remembrance all that Jesus had taught Qohn 14:25-
26; 16:13). So why should we consider Acts and the 
epistles as secondary? They are the gospel, too. Peter 
spoke on the day of Pentecost "as the spirit gave him 
utterance." 

The doctrine of Christ is what Jesus taugh.t and 
what his apostles taught Qohn 14:25-26). 2 John 9 
says that those who "progress" away from the teach
ing of Christ do not have God. 

We cannot preach Christ and the cross with
out preaching the church because the 
church was purchased with the blood shed 

on the cross (Acts 20:28). We cannot preach the gos
pel of Christ without preaching the kingdom (Acts 
8: 12). We cannot preach the kingdom/church with
out preaching about its doctrines, organization, 
work, worship, etc., which is taught in Acts and the 
Epistles. If we are going to declare the whole counsel 
of God (Acts 20:27), it would have to include all that 
God has revealed. 

Unfortunately, much of the debate today comes 
not from a desire to focus on the Savior (which none 
would oppose), but from a desire for a broader fel
lowship than God's Word allows. Some may think, 
"If we allow for this or that teaching and still include 
others in our fellowship, the chu rch would grow; 

(continued 011 page 4) 
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Editorial 

Telling it Like It Is 
By H . A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I t behooves a publication occasionally to re
peat its purposes and policies. Otherwise 
the readers may become annoyed and quit 

the enterprise. It is unlikely this would happen 
to the Firm Foundation, but it is still important 
to restate who we are and what we are about. 

"Never underestimate a reader," says Patri
cia Ryan. "The reader is twice as smart as you 
are." The relationship between magazines and 
readers is a mysterious one. If the chemistry is right, readers re
ceive every issue with anticipation, and editors eagerly await their 
response (borrowed from Stephen Smith, Civilization magazine). 
This is an attempt to keep the right chemistry. 

The aim of the Firm Foundation is to magnify the name of 
God and encourage allegiance to the Bible as a verbally inspired 
and, therefore, inerrant revelation . To make our way fro m dark
ness to light we must have a creditable, reliable, and unfailing 
guidebook (lamp). Our authoritative pattern is the Word of the 
Lord. If not, we have nothing to guide us but the ipse dixit of 
starry-eyed dreamers. 

Uninspired pronouncements of the most educated men on 
earth - as fallible (ignorant) men count wisdom- is as "sounding 
brass and tinkling symbol" when compared with a " thus saith the 
Lord." 

The Firm Foundation is not anti-education, but neither is it 
overawed by the extravagant claims of intellectual snobs. A wit 
once observed that some people become so educated (broad
minded) all their brains fall out! 

The Firm Foundation is dedicated to walking in the old paths 
and, consequently, vehemently opposing every departure from 
healthful teaching. We are strong in advocating Bible teaching and 
firm in condemning departures from the one faith. We are commit
ted to a certain sound. We are unalterably opposed to uncertain 
sounds. 

The publication is decisive but not divisive. We speak frankly 
and in the name of Christ, but it is not our purpose to alienate any
one. We learned this from the Lord. He spoke fo rcefully and 
would brook no denial of his teaching. His healing words were 
spoken with authority. The intent was to bring all humans together 
into one saved fellowship. When we "walk in the light as he was in 
the light, we have fellowship one with another." That is, rigidly 
following the teaching of Jesus will unite us. He is God. His teach-



ing is true (one). Those who conscientiously conform to the one 
faith are the one body. 

Messiah came to "cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the 
horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off; and he 
shall speak unto the nations: and his dominion shall be from sea to 
sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. " That is why he 
came " riding upon an ass, even a colt the foal of an ass." 

He is the Prince of Peace. 
This battle-bow-cutter who speaks peace to the nations also 

said: 
Think not that I came to send peace on the earth : I came not to 
send peace, but a sword. For I came to set a man at variance 
against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's foes shall 
be they of his own house. 

The Prince of Peace brings the sword of division. The paradox 
is easy to explain: If we accept the teaching of Jesus, we will be 
united with all others who accept the teaching of Jesus: if we reject 
the teaching of Jesus, we will be united with all others who reject 
the teaching of Jesus: If we accept the teaching of Jesus, but father, 
mother, son, daughter, son- in-law, daughter-in-law, or whoever 
does not accept the teaching of Jesus, it will cause a split. 

Jesus brings both peace (unity) and division, depending upon 
whether we accept or reject him. This is manifestly self-evident. 
Thinking people immediate ly see the point. 

The Firm Foundation brings unity or division depending upon 
whether a person is obedient or rebellious to the teaching of 
Christ. Simple, isn't it? (Most profound things are uncomplicated.) 

S orne accuse the paper of hate mongering. The opposite is 
true. The Firm Foundation promotes love ... "If you love 
me you will keep my commands." When we insist on total 

submission to the Christ who died for us, we are advocating love 
-not hate. 

The Firm Foundation seeks to engage frank, open, candid talk. 
We extend the invitation to debate to any quali fied person who 
will keep a civil pen in his hand, and we pledge to do the same. We 
would like, for instance, for Resner to defend his charge that Mary 
of Nazareth was a "sexually questionable woman." Knowing what 
Resner means by "virgin birth" would also be interesting. Is it the 
same as "having never known a man"? We invite Osburn of 
Abilene to discuss with us his claim that the Bible has mistakes in 
history, geography, and science. We want to know what the mis
takes are- especially the scientific ones. Our position is that the 
Bible is God breathed and contains no errors. (We speak, of course, 
of the original manuscripts - the autographs.) 

We have noticed some inflammatory statements from those 
who promote the liberal agenda, but would not accuse them of 
hate mongering- that would be harsh and unkind. 

We do not deal in personalities. We do identify whom we are 
talking about because that is fair to both the person and our read
ers. Still, we do not use personal ridicule nor speak disparagingly 
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of anyone. We do address issues and deal with them 
straight out. The Scriptures tell us to "reprove them 
sharply." We do not hesitate to convict the gainsay
ers, but we do not attack the person. We do show 
from the Word of God what is true and that necessar
ily entails bringing into focus what is wrong. 

Anyway, for whatever it is worth to you, we at the 
Firm Foundation are congenial, sweet-tempered, 
kind, longsuffering, and pleasant. Still, when the 
credibility of God's everlasting Word is at stake, we 
ask and give no quarter. The stakes are too high. 
Eternity is before us. 

We do not take kindly to calling the blessed 
mother of Jesus a "sexually questionable woman"; 
nor are we happy with the foolhardy denial of the 
verbal inspiration of the Bible and brash claim that it 
contains errors in geography, history and science. 
Anything that detracts from the Bible as the infallible 
word of the living God is odious to us. If that offends 
you, we make no apology. 

We want everyone to be happy and to like us -
just as we want to be happy and like everybody. Yet, 
we cannot abide some things. We shall never trade 
truth for popularity. Never! To make popularity our 
ambition is to be a traitor to God and the gospel. Paul 
said those having "itching ears, will heap to them
selves teachers after their own lusts; and will run 
away from the truth and turn aside unto fables." The 
price for popularity is to preach fables instead of 
truth. 

Boiled down, it comes to this: The Firm Founda
tion is "set for the defense of the gospel." When gain
sayers show up, we will have "no small dissension 
and questioning with them." We take no pleasure in 
the necessity of withstanding those who withstand 
truth. Still, before God, we cannot do otherwise. 

We seriously attempt to keep balance in each is
sue of the publication. We deal with various Bible 
doctrines - some. positive and some negative, be
cause that is how the way the Bible does it. 

Absolute balance, however, is not possible in the 
very nature of things. When your house is on fire, 
writing cheery notes about last year's vacation is dif
ficult. When the battlements of the church are under 
attack, we necessarily rally to the point of attack. We 
attempt to keep an encouraging word in every issue, 
but dare not neglect the hot points in the good fight 
of faith. 

This periodical is committed to presenting the 
"unsearchable riches of Christ" in an attitude of lov
ing concern. Countless souls are at stake. We will 
"press the battle ere the night will veil the glowing 
skies." All our strength will be hurled against the en
emy. 

"If the foundation be destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?" (Psa 11:3). 

They can rise and cast the enemies of truth and 
virtuousness into the sea. So help us God! 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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What's Happening to the Church 
(continued from page 1) 

we would increase our number, and fewer would be 
condemned by our dogma." 

It is like the denominational ideas that "there are 
good Christians in all churches" and "everybody can 
believe and practice what they will and still be ac
ceptable to God." What about the idea that the good 
people in denominations will be saved? If Christians 
are in denominations, the question is: How did they 
get there? The Lord certainly didn't add them to a 
denomination! Then we are asked, "But what if 
somebody who doesn't know of the church hears the 
Word, believes, repents, confesses his faith, and is 
baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit for the remission of sins?" Answer: The Lord 
would still add them to his church (Acts 2:47). Con-
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sider this: one is baptized into the body (1 Cor. 
12:13), which is the church (Col. 1:18), of which 
there is one, (Eph. 4:4), to which the saved are added 
by the Lord (Acts 2:4 7), when they are baptized (Acts 
2:41). There well may be sincere, religious people in 
other religions, but sincerity doesn't make one a 
Christian. Obedience to the Lord's commands gains 
one entrance into the church which is made up of dis
ciples, who were first called Christians in Antioch 
(Acts 11 :26). 

Some say silence in the Scriptures does not forbid 
a practice (as with instrumental music). Let us use the 
overworked illustration from Leviticus 10 where 
Nadab and Abihu were devoured by fire from the 
Lord for using strange fire. Leviticus 10:1 says the 



Lord "commanded them not." The Lord had not 
said, "Don't use strange fire." The "silence-does-not
forbid" argument will not stand. ·Regardless of what 
some brethren say, when God specified a certain fire, 
all other was forbidden. God would not tolerate ad
dition to his worship plan. Since he had authorized a 
certain fire, to use strange fire was a sin. 

Just about everyone in the church agrees that im
mersion is the mode of baptism. That is tantamount 
to admitting that when God authorizes an action, he 
forbids all other. When they say the command to im
merse makes sprinkling and pouring unauthorized 
(which is exactly right!), they are arguing against 
themselves. This principle cannot be applied in one 
case and not in the other. Comparably, the command 
to sing one to another renders instrumental music 
and special music unauthorized. 

It is curious that "more generous" brethren who 
allow clapping, solo, choirs, instrumental music, 
women in authority, and not taking the Lord's Sup
per every first day of the week, still have some limits. 
They will not tolerate all religious teaching (sprin
kling as a substitute for baptism, for instance). This 
indicates some restrictions. By what are they re
stricted? On what are their limits based? Where do 
they get the authority for the things they do believe 
and practice? Again, consider the fact that they still 
teach immersion is essential for salvation. By what 
authority? If they find their authority for baptism in 
the New Testament, this might suggest they consider 
the New Testament as God's authoritative Word. But 
the emphasis given to the doctrine of immersion of 
believers by the "open-arms policy" disciples stops 
short of teaching all that relates to what happens to 
the believer when he is baptized. Remember that the 
Lord adds him to the church, among other things. 
You would think a person who has been added to the 
church would want to know all that God's Word has 
to say about the church, its work, worship, and orga
nization. 

It is significant that one reason Paul wrote his 
epistle was so that Christians know how to conduct 
themselves in the church (1 Tim. 3: 15). If they are 
going to worship God through certain avenues (like 
music), they had to get the idea somewhere. Where 
did they get such a notion as to sing praises to God? 
Could it be from the Bible? The New Testament? The 
epistles? Maybe from Colossians 3:16 and Ephesians 
5:19. Since "every scripture inspired of God is profit
able" to furnish us completely unto every good work 
(2 Tim. 3: 16-17), then how can they take some of it 

and discard or disregard the remainder as with a 
smorgasbord? If we are to be judged by the words 
written, should we not consider all that it says about 
any matter? 

It may all come down to whether one truly be
lieves the Lord still has all authority as he claimed 
(Matt. 28:18), and that God still speaks to us today 
through his Son (Heb. 1:1-2). It may be necessary to 
go back to questions like: "Do you really believe that 
God is and that the Bible is his complete, inerrant, 
infallibly inspired Word?" 

What about the music issue? It isn't an issue for 
one who accepts the Bible as God's Word. So, what's 
the problem? It's the same problem that has troubled 
the church from the start. Man wants to take liberties 
where God has not allowed. Maybe we have some 
who are assuming "apostolic privilege" and binding 
or loosing on earth when they want to set aside those 
doctrines that distinguish the church from the de
nominational world. 4406 Shamrock Ln. 
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The Bible Is Inerrant 
By Jerry Moffitt 

The Bible has no mistakes in it. Since the Bible 
is God's Word, it must partake of his true and 
holy character. To understand that Scripture 

is God-breathed (2 Tim. 3: 16-17) is to commit our
selves, in advance, to the proposition that Scripture is 
errorless. 

God does not make mistakes; he does not lie; he 
does not err, and he does not deceive people by mis
representing himself or his Word. We simply cannot 
believe that God would lend his name to something 
erroneous and deceptive. Would he really lend his 
name to that which was tainted and flawed? Would 
he give it the grand title "Word of God?" Never! 

But more than that, notice how God speaks of 
his Word: 

"The words of Jehovah are pure words; as silver 
tried in a furnace on the earth, purified seven times" 
(Psa. 12:6). 

"Which he promised afore through his prophets 
in the holy scriptures" (Rom. 1 :2). 

"Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteous
ness, and thy law is the truth" (Psa. 119:142). 

"The sum of thy word is truth" (Psa. 119:160). 
"Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth" 

ijohn 17:17). 
"And now, 0 Lord Jehovah, thou art God, and 

thy words are truth" (2 Sam. 7 :28). 
If the Scriptures are God's Word, can he say those 

words are truth if they contain error? Can they be 
holy if they contain that which is common and un
clean? Can they be called sacred if they are like hu
man, fallible writing? Paul told Timothy, "And that 
from a· babe thou hast known the sacred writings 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation" (2 
Tim. 3:15). 

If sacred Scripture is God's Word, and he uses 
such words as "pure," and "truth" to describe it, it is 
infallible and absolutely free from error. How could 
God's Word be truth and still contain error? 

Paul called God's Word, "the oracles of God" 
(Rom. 3:2). In that God claims to be the source of 
every word. 

6 
Too, notice what john said, "I have not written to 
September 1995 
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you because ye do not know the truth, but because ye 
know it, and no lie is of the truth" (1 John 2:21). Paul 
called it "the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15). Scripture 
is called the "word of God" (Mark 7:23). 

So, what is the attitude of Scripture toward itself? 
Does it claim infallibility? If it did not, surely that 
would take some of the shine off our notion that it is 
inerrant. But it establishes our notion. It is called the 
"word of God," a title with serious implications. The 
words are said to be "pure," "holy," "sacred," and 
always "truth." How could all that be said if Scrip
ture was full of error, lies, and deceits? No, the Scrip
ture is utterly inerrant. I'm glad because it is my sole 
guide to heaven (Psa. 73:24). 

P. 0. Box 1275 
Portland, TX 78374 

(Editor's comment: Professor Carroll D. Osburn 
of Abilene Christian University, in his book, The 
Peaceable Kingdom, says the Bible contains errors in 
geography, history, and science. The Firm Foundation 
has repeatedly called on Doctor Osburn to point out 
just one scientific inaccuracy in the Bible -just one! 
We have also asked him to tell us what other mistakes 
he thinks are in the Bible so we can examine them and 
see if he is right or wrong in his impression that the 
Word of God has errors in it. So far he has been as si
lent as the proverbial tomb. We do not anticipate that 
he will back up his assertions with any attempt at 
proof. We think we know why. "Let God be found 
true and every man a liar." Furthermore, the adminis
tration and faculty at ACU will also keep their 
mouths shut as they kowtow to their Carmichael Pro
fessor of New Testament -Dobbs.) Fp 
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Fiddle or Fight? 
By Wayne Coats 

T here is a time to fiddle, and a time when fid
dling is a horrible sin. Fiddle, as a colloquial
ism, means "to fritter time away." 

A sad story in the Old Testament relates how two 
and one-half tribes of Israel wanted to fiddle while 
others fought the enemy. It is no time to fritter away 
precious m0ments when an enemy needs to be con
quered. 

When Israel stood on Jordan's eastern bank, 
prior to crossing over into enemy territory, the tribes 
of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh de
sired to settle down and raise cattle (Num. 32:1-42; 
Josh. 1:12-18). For them, a feathered nest had been 
found. A lap of luxury had opened up with a large 
tub of butter. 
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All of the territory west of Jordan must be con
quered, but cattle, milk, and butter were more invit
ing to these two and one-half tribes. Conquering 
Canaanites was more difficult than grazing cattle. 
Feeding fat cows would pose no risk compared to 
fighting strong bulls of Bashan. 

The impregnable Amorites were entrenched in 
the mountains, and the fighting Canaanites occupied 
the plains. The inhabitants of the land previously 
caused 10 of the 12 spies to be frozen with fear 
(Num. 13:1-22). They looked, began to shake, and 
said, "It is impossible," and indeed it was impossible 
for every one of those cowardly spies to enter the 
promised land. Courageous Caleb and Joshua re
fused to capitulate, and walked the hallowed ground 
of a promised land. 

Moses asked, "Shall your brethren go to war, 
and shall ye sit here?" (Num. 32:6). It was 
not commendable for the two and one-half 

tribes to sit on the east side of Jordan while their 
brethren fought hard battles on the farther shore. 
Such behavior is beyond comprehension, besides be
ing a dirty shame. 

The failure to be ready to fight the enemy was 
sinful. Moses had said, "If ye will go armed before 
the Lord to war, and will go all of you armed over 
Jordan before the Lord ... but if ye will not do so, 
behold, ye have sinned against the Lord: and be sure 
your sin will find you out" (Num. 32:20-23). 

When there is an enemy to be subdued, it is sinful 
to sit silently with folded hands. It can be discourag
ing to valiant warriors when the cowardly ones 
refuse to act like soldiers. 

Moses asked, "And wherefore discourage ye the 
heart of the children of Israel from going over into 
the land which the Lord hath given them?" (Num. 
32:6). The final judgment will certainly try the hearts 
of people who have fiddled to the discouragement of 
others during times of battle. 

After being faced with the "word of the Lord," 
and the future results which were promised, the re
calcitrant tribes decided to change directions. With 
their lack of faith in God's instructions to go across 
the Jordan, they could be very pessimistic as to 

September 1995 7 
Firm Foundation 



8 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

"Training to teach sound doctrine since 1978" 

• One of the strongest Bible education 
programs available 

• Emphasizing the verse-by-verse method of 
expository Bible study 

• 72 college Bible courses are now required for 
graduation 

• Up to 65 semester credit hours will now 
transfer to select Christian universities 

• An excellent library - 16,000 volumes 

• A qualified and experienced Bible faculty 

• Hebrew and Greek language study 

• Two years of coursework in expository 
and topical preaching 

• Two years of instruction in biblical research 
and writing - emphasis on English grammar 

• Two courses in debate; principles and methods 

• Coursework in personal evangelism 

• Practical instruction in radio and television 
evangelism 

• Home of the annual Southwest lectureship 
and publishers of The Christian Worker 

• No Tuition • V. A. benefits 

• limited scholarships 

• Foreign students are accepted and the 
necessary 1-20 forms are issued by the school 

• New two-year program for students' wives 

• One-year graduate school program 

For more information contact 

Joseph D. Meador, Director 
Southwest School of Bible Studies 

8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 
Phone (512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486. 

A warm welcome awaits incoming students! 
Home-school students are encouraged to apply. 

September 1995 
Finn Foundation 

victory; however, if Israel were defeated, Reuben 
would also be rubble. 

Would to God the fiddlers of today could see 
their cowardly and shameful selves just sitting when 
others encounter the enemy. Men can change. Breth
ren need to see the eternal results of their fears and 
face the situation with integrity. 

What a change was wrought in those tribes. They 
said, "But we ourselves will go ready armed before 
the children of Israel, until we have brought them 
unto their place" (Num. 32: 17). 

The enemy is cunning and strong, but when the 
people of God "go ready armed," there is no enemy 
who can stand before good soldiers equipped with 
God's armor (Eph. 6:10-18). If the silent brethren 
think the enemy is safely entrenched and his fortress 
impregnable, Satan has successfully deceived them. 
There is no dart of Satan that cannot be broken. 

The fiddlers were turned into fighters and they 
declared, "We ourselves will go ready armed before 
the children of Israel" (Num. 32: 17). There is a dif
ference in going before and tagging along behind. 

Suppose the battle between conservative breth
ren and the liberal element could be won in a short 
while; can you stretch your imagination to the point 
of thinking how many fiddling elders, preachers, 
professors, and church members would begin to 
whisper, "I have been opposed to liberalism for 
years"? Some would even get on a soapbox and hawk 
their product with great courage. 

Time marches on and leaves fiddlers to be forgot
ten. Soldiers of Christ who have strength, courage, 
and valor will be remembered. 

It is interesting that the unflinching prophet Eli
jah later came from Gilead - on the eastern banks 
of Jordan. When Gilead was attacked by Syria and 
Ammon, those fighting tribes from the west rushed 
across the river and joined in the battle to help their 
besieged brothers. 

With all the innovations, apostasy, digression, 
weakness, fear, fiddling, silence, division, discord, 
and change which is in the brotherhood all across the 
nation, which direction can we look to find brothers 
who will dare to cross the river and join in the fight 
as we contend for the faith? 

Memory Lane will surely be a fretful, disturbing 
event for old fiddlers who can only wait for the grave 
to close above them - and be forgotten. 
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The Spirit in Man 
By Earl Trimble 

Y e adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with 
God? Whosoever therefore would be a 

friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of 
God. Or think ye that the scripture speaketh in 
vain? Doth the spirit which he made to dwell in 
us long unto envying? Games 4:4-5 ASV). 

Many denominational commentators consider 
the word spirit in verse five refers to the Holy Spirit. 
However, there are serious problems with this view. 

The context shows that James was writing about 
"jealous envying and contentions" on the part of the 
Jewish converts Uames 1:1). An evil disposition is 
under consideration. He stipulates "bitter envy and 
strife" Uames 3:14). He speaks of "lusts that war in 
your members" ... killing ... praying for wrong things 
... friendship with a sinful world ... unclean hands 
and impure hearts ... evil speaking against each other 
and the law Uames 4:1-12). 

In his commentary on the book of James, brother 
Guy N. Woods gives the sense of this verse as: "The 
spirit which is in you is a covetous and envious one" 
(p. 217). Brother Woods makes this observation: 

It is incredible to us that the writer would affirm 
of deity that which he had earlier so severely 
condemned in men! If, as indeed it is, envy and 
jealousy are wrong in man, we cannot believe 
that James intended to assert that such are char
acteristic of God (p. 218). 

Not that it carries much weight, but the transla
tors of the KJV, ASV, NIV, and the RSV all rendered 
"spirit" in James chapter 4, verse five, with a smalls 
to indicate the human spirit. 

The ASV (1901) has it, "The spirit which he 
made to dwell in us"; the KJV has, "The spirit that 
dwelleth in us." God appointed the spirit to dwell in 
and quicken the human body. He created the body 
and gave the spirit. The spirit is in the image and like
ness of its giver. Today, of course, God makes the 
human body through the process of his law of pro
creation, and he still imparts the human spirit for the 
fleshly body, which gives it life. God is the "father of 
spirits" (Heb. 12:9). "Father of spirits" is used in 
contradiction with "fathers of the flesh." There is but 
one father of all spirits. There are many fleshly fa
thers. 

The spirit which comes from God the Father into 
the bodies of babies is pure and innocent and is not de
praved. Calvinists mistakenly teach that every baby's 
spirit is corrupt and vile. If the spirits within humans 
are depraved at birth, God is the Father of those sinful 
spirits and the source of an imperfect and filthy gift. In 
the nature of God, this cannot be the case; the spirit 
God gives is perfect and good. It is sinless at the time 
it is given. Otherwise, God is not God (good). 

The innocent spirit arrives in a sin-cursed world 
in the body of a baby. It is a free moral agent in the 
image of God, and, therefore, has the power of free 
choice. It does not have infinite attributes, but is lim
ited. The spirit is susceptible to the influence of flesh. 
Therefore, without discipline, and under the im
proper influence of the body and the world, it be
comes depraved. It is not born depraved but becomes 
sinful by its own choice. The Jewish disciples to 
whom James wrote acquired spirits "lusting to envy." 
James rebukes their jealously and thereby demon
strates they owned the fault, and had not inherited it 
from the Father of their spirits. 

We must be careful not to read into this "spirit" 
passage a literal indwelling of the person of the Holy 
Spirit, as this would be an indictment of God. 
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The Bell Choir 
By John Brown 

Arecent denominational church bulletin I re
ceived made reference to a "bell choir." A 
difficulty has arisen; the audience has taken 

to applauding when the bell choir sounds. The bulle
tin note said that the bell choir is "providing beauti
ful music to assist in our meditation upon the sacrifi
cial death of our Savior." The minister chastises the 
church for applauding, telling them, "The applause 
rends to break the meditation we are seeking to pro
duce. At a time when our hearts and minds are to be 
focused on Christ, clapping rends to pull us away 
from that. There are times when clapping is fine and 
appreciated," says this denominational preacher, 
"but perhaps the time we meet around the Lord's 
table is nor one of them." 

And so the request is made: no more clapping for 
the bell choir! 

I have never heard this bell choir, but I know why 
people are clapping: they think they are being enter
rained. They are applauding the show. 

Worship is nor entertainment. 
When we worship God, we are not the audience. 

We are not even spectators. We are supposed to be 
participants. God is the audience! Our worship is di
rected heavenward, and that is why we don't applaud 
each other. 

Picture this scene: "That was a wonderful prayer, 
brother Tom, Dick, or Harry .. . and sister Bertha, 
Sally, or Suzie looked so godly while taking the fruit 
of the vine; ... let's give them a big hand." (Thunder
ous applause.) Nobody is thinking about Jesus. 

We come together as the body of Christ to wor
ship, honor, venerate, serve, and reverence the God 
of heaven through Jesus. We don't gather with root
ing, banging, strumming, and bell-ringing to amuse 
one another. 

Our worship is toward God. "Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve" 
(Matt. 4:1 0). "The hour cometh, and now is, when 
the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth: for the Father seekerh such to worship 
him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth" Uohn 4:23-24) . 

By the way, if a bell choir creates a meditation 
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that enables us to take better the Lord's Supper, I 
wonder why God didn't know that and include that 
in the biblical pattern? 

This denomination's problem is not just with the 
bell choir, but involves their whole understanding 
and app lication of the purpose and pattern of wor
ship. Many denominations know they have a prob
lem; they don't know what it is. What they are reap
ing is bad fruit from the seeds they planted of depart
ing from God's Word. 

Would ro God we could see and avoid that same 
trap. Brethren Shelly and Harris in their book, The 
Second Incarnation, say things about worship that 
are ridiculous, including recommending "raucous 
celebration ... jubilation ... app lause and cheering" 
{pp. 139-140). 

If applause takes the mind off of Jesus when par
raking of the Lord's Supper, why wouldn't it do the 
same thing any other time during worship? We need 
ro maintain jealously the simplicity and dignity of 
worship in spirit and truth . P. 0 . Box 87 1 
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A Graphic Description of Evil 
By Neal Pollard 

I t would seem a fair assessment of character to say 
that those who have an unhealthy attitude to
ward sin quickly develop a healthy appetite for 

it. Where men cast off the unchanging values of the 
Bible, one finds a society of spiritual castaways. Ped
dlers of sin emit a bug light which first draws and 
then destroys the souls of unrighteous men. That 
which is beautiful and spiritual is denigrated as ugly 
and inhibiting. Set forth as glamorous and desirable 
is the putrid and deleterious. 

Perhaps the literary prophet armed with the most 
fluid pen was Micah. Aware of the importance of his 
mission among the wicked, though chosen, people of 
God, Micah assessed his mission saying, "But truly I 
am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of jus
tice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression 
and to Israel his sin" (Micah 3:8 NKJV). To deny 
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Micah was inspired is to deny his express statement 
in this verse. 

All writers of the Word wrote as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit rather than by personal opinion 
(2 Pet. 1:21). Therefore, Micah's commentary on 
the lifestyle of evildoers reveals the mind of Al
mighty God. Notice how Micah described the evil of 
his day? 

Woe to those who devise iniquity and work out 
evil in their beds! At morning light they practice it, 
because it is in the power of their hand (Micah 2:1). 

Israel was in the process of caving in as a people, 
and Judah was running after her. Yet, how were these 
pitiful people acting? They made out a blueprint for 
their sinfulness, laid awake at night on their beds -
maybe watching the hands on the clock - in breath
less anticipation of morning light, and, then, because 
the hand of God and man prevented them not, they 
enacted their evil thoughts with evil deeds! Micah 
shows how terribly ugly is planned sin. 

Nazi war camps and Rwandan slaughtering 
sites are ugly, but so are the world's abortion 
tables, brothels, bath houses, pornography 

stores, and betting brokerages. Anytime and any
where anyone plots an act of sin, the very heart of 
God is kindled with righteous anger against them be
cause of his great love for the lives of people. 

''And I said, Hear now, 0 heads of Jacob, and you 
rulers of the house of Israel: is it not for you to know 
justice? You who hate good and love evil; who strip 
the skin from my people, and the flesh from their 
bone" (Micah 3:1-2). 

Remember the catalog of woes laid down in 
Isaiah five by that prophet? He said, "Woe to those 
who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness 
for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter" (Isa. 5 :20). 

What is wrong with calling something that is bad 
good and calling good bad? James responds, "Out of 
the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not to be so. Does a 
spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the 
same opening?" Games 3:10-11). 

"Do not be unequally yoked together with 
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unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness 
with lawlessness? And what communion has light 
with darkness?" (2 Cor. 6:14). 

Obviously, good and evil are opposing forces. All 
inspired writers say that evil leads to spiritual death 
and damnation (Rom. 6:23; Gal. 5:21). 

To hate good is to hate that whose source is 
God. To love evil is to embrace that which God hates. 
God's eyes are too pure to behold moral degrada
tion, and he cannot look on filth, for he is God 
(Hab. 1: 13). 

The godly man is perished out of the earth, and 
there is none upright among men: they all lie in 
wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother 
with a net. Their hands are upon that which is 
evil to do it diligently; the prince asketh, and the 
judge is ready for a reward; and the great man, 
he unereth the evil desire of his soul: thus they 
weave it together (Micah 7:2-3). 

This conjures up a mental picture of something 
nasty and stinking. Who has never tried to get all the 
grocery bags in one trip, leaning into the trunk trying 
to pick up just one more sack and spilling everything 
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on the ground? That is the idea. The sinner is pitiful. 
He is out of control, snatching and grabbing to fill his 
heart and mind with iniquity! Micah pictures an insa
tiable appetite for the unholy. Such hunger for slop 
leads from one level of depravity to another until 
nothing is sacred and unthinkable. 

Solomon said, "Because the sentence against an 
evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart 
of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil" 
(Eccl. 8:11 ). He is saying that in affairs of state if the 
criminal is not immediately punished, he will commit 
greater crimes. What is true of ordinary thugs is also 
true of every person who sets the eye on evil and his 
heart on sin. One wrong leads to another sin until 
there is no soundness left, and we are enslaved by our 
indulged lust. 

In describing the evil men do, Micah, using Sa
maria and Jerusalem as object lessons, shows that sin 
controls and consumes waking thoughts. It confuses 
morals. It commits body and mind completely. Micah 
wants us to see how ugly sin is! 
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The Fields Are White Unto Harvest 
By Tom Wacaster 

.J 

T he harvest indeed is plenteous, but the labor
ers are few. Pray therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he send forth laborers into his 

harvest" (Matt. 9:37-38). About the middle of this 
year I received an invitation from brother Bill Hearn 
of Salt Lake City, to accompany him on a missionary 
journey to eastern Siberia in Russia. I had never been 
to that part of the world, and the reports which I had 
heard from those returning from that country were 
encouraging. I accepted Bill's invitation, and re
cruited brother Bob Deister, one of the elders at the 
congregation where I work, to accompany us. 

Brother Hearn was not able to make the trip, and 
Bob and I departed the U.S. on September 23 for 21 
days in a field "white unto harvest." From the time 
we arrived in Moscow, I observed the fruits of hu
manism, atheism, and communism. Russia is a coun
try in disarray, suffering politically, socially, economi
cally, and most of all, spiritually. There is, however, a 
hungering and thirsting to know about God, Christ 
and the Bible. 

We spent 10 days in Barnaul, some 2,000 miles 
east, southeast of Moscow. We had been invited to 
teach English improvement classes in the Polytechnic 
Institute, using the Bible as our text, and emphasizing 
the spiritual concepts presented in God's Word. It 
would be an understatement to say that we were well 
received. We joined Ivan Kalishnikov and Glen and 
Connie Buffington, who had arrived a few days be
fore Bob and I. This gave us a total work force of five. 
By week's end there were nine precious souls bap
tized into Christ, including a Baptist preacher. 

We have learned since our departure from 
Barnaul that there were an additional 13 souls bap
tized while we were still in Russia, followed by 15 0 
baptisms since the middle of October, bringing the 
Lord's church in Barnaul to number close to 200. 
The five of us completed the work in Barnaul on Oc
tober 5, and traveled by train to Omsk, some 300 
miles due west. There were no New Testament Chris-

tians in Omsk, and we were, in fact, the first Ameri
cans to visit that city in more than a half century. Ar
rangements had been made to speak at the University 
in the afternoons, and conduct Bible classes in the 
evening. By the following Sunday morning there had 
been 8 precious souls baptized into Christ. But once 
again, the seed planted would continue to produce a 
harvest, and before we left Russia we learned that an 
additional 14 souls had been added to the body. 

There is a great need for workers in Russia. With 
the interest of the people, and the open door that 
God has given us, we must move to plant the seed in 
that part of the world that has been in darkness these 
many years. There are many efforts presently under
way to take Bibles into Russia, by members of the 
Lord's body, as well as the multitude of false religions 
claiming to follow Christ. Our flight from New York 
to Moscow had a dozen or more Mormon "elders," 
planning on spending two years minimum in Mos
cow and surrounding cities. The Baptists have al
ready made inroads into some of the smaller towns. 
Some of the Eastern religions are working hard to 
bring souls into bondage to a way that cannot save. If 
the harvest is to be gathered then we must see to it 
that these people are given the opportunity to hear 
the healthy doctrine that gives live. 

The door is presently open because the Iron Cur
tain that kept the gospel out of Russia has come 
down. There is a move by the Russian Orthodox 
church to close that door. We have the resources to 
send preachers into Russia, if only for two or three 
weeks. The currency exchange is excellent, and souls 
that can be saved per the dollar ratio is as good, if not 
better, than anywhere else in the world. 

God never gives us a challenge without providing 
the means by which that challenge can be met. Let us 
lift up our eyes and see fields that are white unto har
vest. P. 0. Box 1286 

Humble, TX 77347-1286 
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Refledions of a Small-town Preacher 
By Roelf L. Ruffner 

I t was not without trepidation that I drove to the 
campus of my alma mater, Abilene Christian 
University. It had been eighteen years since I 

had attended their annual lectureship. But I was not 
attending to receive spiritual enlightenment or scout 
out some new apostasy. My purpose was to hear 
some of the Restoration History Series lectures by 
brother Earl West. Still, my feelings were akin to a 
Confederate soldier visiting Washington, D.C. in the 
midst of the War Between the States. 

The ACU campus was not the school of the 
1970s. Where once there were spaces between build
ings, now there are just buildings. This is the result of 
the ACU philosophy of "build, build, build!" No 
more ramshackle barracks and quaint old dormito
ries. I was reminded of the parable of the rich fool: 
"And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all 
my fruits and my goods" (Luke 12: 18). I also recalled 
the Lord saying, "For whosoever exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted" (Luke 14:11). 

Mter an interesting and informative lecture by 
brother West in a filled lecture hall, I followed the 
crowd to what I assumed would be the daily chapel 
service in the coliseum. Not surprisingly the song 
leader directed only "traditional songs." The main 
speaker gave an adequate lecture on 1 John. Yet, curi
ously, he did not quote from any other part of the 
Bible. I wondered why he didn't attempt to tie to
gether this book with the others revealed by the Holy 
Spirit. It was somewhat like trying to describe 
Abilene without even mentioning or acknowledging 
the state of Texas. But, I am just an "old 
hermeneutics" preacher. Mter the lecture a brother 
got up and extolled the virtues of ACU, then kindly 
requested that we file out quickly so the students 
could have their chapel service. I understand they do 
not sing as many "traditional" songs in that service. 

I walked around the campus trying to ignite old 
memories. Above the doorway of the old Bible wing 
there were still the words of Jesus: "And ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" 
Uohn 8:32). 

14 ~~F:~~d!~~! 

I remembered my letters to this once great insti
tution pleading with them to repent. It has become 
apparent over the last generation that Abilene Chris
tian has forgotten verse 31 of John 8: "If ye continue 
in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed." 

In my wanderings I was also surprised to see that 
many students were dressed immodestly. They would 
probably say, "It's a warm day!" Yet the words of Paul 
still stand, "In like manner also, that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness 
and sobriety" (1 Tim. 2:9). I wonder when modesty 
was last expounded upon at ACU. Yet in this and 
other ways the school is no different from any secular 
university. 

For many years ACU housed their displays and 
booths in a tent on the parking lot of Edwards Dor
mitory. The tent is gone and everything is scattered 
round in the new College of the Bible building, the 
student center, and the old Bennet Gym. I had read 
how ACU mingled the good and the bad in these ar
eas. Still, I was amazed at their audacity. There 
nestled among the book sellers was 0 Ian Hicks (of 
marriage-divorce-remarriage infamy), a disciple of 
Max King standing nervously by his table (awaiting 
the Lord's return?), and representatives of College 
Press (Independent Christian Church), as well as 
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merchants offering traditional Christian music CD's 
along with contemporary music CO's. The prophetic 
warning of Paul concerning apostates echoed in my 
heart: "For they that are such serve not our Lord 
Jesus, but their own belly; and by good words and 
fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple" (Rom. 
16:18). Yet all was not a complete loss because 
among the displays was a small table set up by the 
Eastside Church of Christ, one of the handful of 
faithful congregations left in Abilene, along with the 
Firm Foundation and others. They reported that 
their free literature was being snatched up like Bibles 
in Russia. 

I must say that my visit to my alma matter was 
filled with a mixture of sadness and anger. These 
brethren are not being forced to take the path of di
gression by some government entity or denomina
tional hierarchy. They are merrily, if not obstinately, 
pursuing the course of damnation. Where will it end 
up in a generation or two, if the Lord tarry? 

"Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls. But they said, We will not walk therein" Uer. 
6: 16). 210 Royal Dr. 
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M. R. Phillips 
1908-1995 

Early Tuesday morning, June 20, 1995, M.R. 
Phillips made the transition from this life to a 
better one with his maker. It was time for his 

departure. He had fought the good fight as a gospel 
preacher for more than 50 years and he was looking 
forward to the crown of righteousness which the 
Lord will award to his faithful servants. 

Brother Phillips was born on Dec. 5, 1908, to 
Ealy Daniel and Willie Sarah Phillips in Spicewood, 
Texas. He had served 10 congregations in Texas on a 
local basis beginning as a young man in Falfurrias. 
Brother Phillips also held numerous gospel meetings 
for churches in the southwest and California. While 
working with the Central Church of Christ in Victo
ria, Texas, the church held a gospel meeting that · 
lasted for one year. During that year of nightly evan
gelism the congregation more than doubled in size. 
He was instrumental in encouraging a number of 
men to become gospel preachers. Two of those men 
conducted his memorial service, L. R. Sparks of 
Stamps, Ark., and his son-in-law Jerry Don Sanders 
of Lake Victor, Texas. 

Brother Phillips authored a number of tracts and 
publications which were sent to some African nations 
to help in the evangelization of the people. He also 
worked with the Rio Grande Valley Youth Camp and 
served on numerous boards of Christian colleges and 
children's homes. Much of his library holdings were 
donated to Lubbock Christian University and more 
than 100 hand painted chart sermons were donated 

to the church of Christ in Stamps, Ark., so that his 
life will continue to speak, though he is dead. 

Brother Phillips is survived by his wife of ten 
years, Mary Lee Havenhill Phillips; stepdaughter, 
Marilyn, and her husband F.J. Krane of Arlington, 
Texas; two sons and daughters-in-law, Sammy D. and 
Nan Phillips of Longview, Texas, and Bill F. and 
Thelma Phillips of Lubbock, Texas; two daughters, 
Dixie Phillips and Helen Sanders and her husband, 
Jerry Don, of Bertram, Texas; two sisters and broth
ers-in-law, Iris and A.W. Lewis and Nella and Earl 
Dodgen of Burnet, Texas; eight grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death 
by his first wife of 49 years, Essie Merle Phillips and 
sister, Ima Lee Kuykendall. 

The large gathering for the memorial service in 
the Burnet Church of Christ auditorium were re
minded by the children that we do not "grieve like 
the rest of men, who have no hope" but we believe 
the "Lord will come down from heaven ... and the 
dead in Christ will rise first." Brother Phillips is now 
at "rest from his labors, and they do follow him." p, 
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The Church of Christ 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 
A. John the baptist and Jesus declared the earthly phase of an eternal kingdom was at hand (Matt. 3:2; 

4:17). 
B. Jesus equated the kingdom of heaven on earth with the church (Matt. 16:18-19). 

1. The church Jesus built belongs to him ... it is his church (Matt. 16:18). 
2. Jesus is the head of the church (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18). 
3. The church is the body of Jesus (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18). 
4. Jesus has one body (Eph. 4:4). 

a. It is as wrong to think of the church as having many heads as it is to think of Jesus as having many 
bodies. 

b. The church (kingdom of God on earth) is essentially one. 
C. The church is not a denomination. 

1. God daily adds the saved to the church (Acts 2:4 7). 
a. No saved person ever stayed out of the church overnight. 
b. All of the saved are in the church, which is the one body of Jesus. 
c. The church is undivided, because it is a kingdom, and a kingdom divided against itself cannot 

stand (Matt. 12:25). 
2. The church is undivided when it follows the New Testament pattern. 

a. The seed of the kingdom is the Word of God (Luke 8:11). 

b. Seed produces after its kind. The seed of the kingdom (church) will always produce the church. 
c~ If the seed is tampered with and becomes hybrid (mixed), it no longer produces the original, but 

makes a dissimilar plant or product. 

d. Denominationalism occurs when the seed of the kingdom, which is the Word of God, is 
changed; the product is dissimilar from the original. 

e. Since the original is from God, it is perfect; the changed or dissimilar product is inferior. 
f. When human doctrines and traditions are innovated, the seed is altered, and the resulting de

nomination is inferior to the church. 
g. It is correct to speak of the true church as opposed to denominations. 
h. Denominations are made when humans change divine precepts, introducing such things as in

struments of music in worship of God, sprinkling substituted for baptism, holy water, extra-con
gregational authority, or any other departure from the sound doctrine of the New Testament. 

3. When anyone attempts to change the church in its essential and basic elements, he must of necessity 
change the seed, which is God's Word. 

4. The difference between the church of Christ and denominations is loyal adherence to the Bible. The 
church of Christ holds unwaveringly to the Bible as the verbally inspired and error-free Word of 
God. Denominations teach for their doctrine the commandments of men. That is the difference 
between being denominational and being undenominational. 
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a. The church of Christ includes all of the saved and it is therefore correct to say, "We are Chris
tians only and the only Christians," when referring to the undenominational church that Jesus 
built. 

b. To say, "We are Christians only, but not the only Christians" is to be denominational, because it 
suggests that the church is something less than the total of all the saved. 

II. The Church of Christ. 
A. The importance of the undenominational church of Christ. 

1. It is precious because of its cost. 
a. The church was purchased by the blood of the Lamb of God (Acts 20:28). 
b. The value of anything is decided, in part, by its cost. The church of Christ cost the very blood of 

Christ. That was its purchase price. It is therefore of inestimable value. 
2. It is precious because of its function. 

a. There is no salvation outside of the church of Christ. 
b. Jesus is the savior of the body (Eph. 5 :23). The body (church) cannot save, but it is the holy 

order that Jesus will save. He will save none other (See Acts 4:12). 
c. There is no salvation outside the church of Christ. 

(1) To be in a denomination is to be outside of the body of Jesus, which is his church 
(Eph. 1:22-23). 

(2) Therefore there is no salvation in denominational bodies. 
3. All spiritual blessings are in the church (Eph. 1:3). 

a. All spiritual blessings in heavenly places are in Christ (Eph. 1:3). 
b. There are no spiritual blessings in heavenly places outside of Christ. 
c. To be in Christ is to be in his body. 
d. The body of Christ is his church (Eph. 1:22). 
e. To be in the church is to be in the body of Jesus where Jehovah has located all spiritual blessings 

in heavenly places. 
f. There are no spiritual blessings in denominations. 

4. Our attitude toward the church is our attitude toward Jesus because the church is his body, and he 
is the head of it. 
a. Saul of Tarsus persecuted the disciples of Jesus (Acts 9:1-2). 
b. The disciples of Jesus are the church, since the church is the saved (Acts 2:47). All the saved are 

in the church, and there are no saved outside of the church. 
c. Jesus described himself to Saul of Tarsus as "Jesus whom thou persecutest." 
d. To persecute the disciples of Jesus- the saved- the church- is to persecute Jesus. 
e. Our attitude toward the church is our attitude toward the Son of God. 

B. To chant "Jesus, yes; the church, no" is to display an inexcusable ignorance of the importance and 
value of the church. 
1. There is no salvation outside of the church just as there is no salvation outside of Jesus. 
2. The attempt to exalt Jesus but shame the church is misguided and wrong. 

III. Conclusion. 
A. The church of Christ is the beautiful, betrothed bride of Jesus. 
B. She is to be undefiled. 
C. To alter (change) the Lord's bride is to violate her. 
D. To rape the betrothed of Jesus is to invite eternal damnation. 

September 1995 
Farm Foundation 17 



Sin Makes Nations Miserable 
By Allen Robertson 

We are in bad shape when we cannot tell the 
differeiJce between sin and goodness. The 
misguided idea that conditions decide 

what is moral has blurred the distinction between 
good and evil. Under the guise of kindness and car
ing, they excuse dark deeds, dripping the blood of 
the ages. 

Elected officials, the courts, and many religious 
organizations attempt to shame us into accepting per
verse lifestyles and immoral activities. They pressure 
Christians to shut their mouths and not make objec
tions to vice, or any other departure from healthful 
teaching. 

A denominational church in San Francisco sup
ports homosexuality, lesbianism, and· prostitution. 
They finance a "Prostitute's Guild." Another de
nomination, in the name of love, agreed to keep a 
homosexual "Pastor" upon the condition that he not 
practice homosexuality. Why not? I mean, if it's ok, 
it's ok. The University of California and other insti
tutions of higher learning have decided to grant the 
same benefits to homosexual and lesbian couples as 
formerly granted to married couples. Business and 
industry are told to grant benefits to those in im
moral relationships. Government at its highest levels 
winks at gross immorality and practices old-fash
ioned sin. 

Advocates of situation ethics and existentialism 
encourage immorality. They argue that nothing is 
judged based on absolute truth, but is settled on cir
cumstances and results. On this basis, nothing is ever 
good or bad, right or wrong. If it accomplishes either 
the lesser of two evils, or the greater of two goods, it 
is right. 

The heroes of existentialism affirm that man ex
ists willfully and is wholly self motivated. Therefore, 
reason has not motivated, nor judged the actions of 
humanity by any moral standard. What seems best 
for the moment determines right and wrong. Moral
ity is subjective. The reason given is that there is no 
basis for absolute truth. They deny traditional prin
ciples, values and institutions. "Traditional" is a dirty 
word. Sin does not exist. 

Gratifying the lusts of the flesh becomes the end-
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all in life. This results in undoing right and approving 
evil. Self control is out the window along with all 
other Bible principles. 

This generation is simply following the pattern. 
''As your fathers did so do ye" (Acts 7:51). "Evil men 
and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, 
and being deceived" (2 Tim. 3:13). 

This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blas
phemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, 
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
Having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away (2 Tim. 
3:1-5). 

The only retarding influence to the gradual de
cline and decay of humanity has been the influence of 
Christ. As Christians have held up the light of the 
gospel and have set the proper example before men 
they have slowed the tide of sin and immorality and 
have constrained many to turn to Christ and glorify 
God. The influence of the church is slowly eroding. 
Professing Christians cave in to the world, discount 
the sacred scriptures, decry traditionalism, and be
come enemies of the truth from within. "Also of your 
own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, 
to draw away disciples after them" (Acts 20:30). 
When those who have the torch of life join the foam 
of sin and are carried along with the tide of immoral
ity, the torch not only dims but is near to being put 
out. 

Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the 
flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of digni
ties. . .. These speak evil of those things which 
they know not: but what they know naturally, as 
brute beasts, in those things they corrupt them
selves. Woe unto them! for they have gone in the 
way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of 
Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsay
ing of Core. These are spots in your feasts of 
charity, when they feast with you, feeding them
selves without fear: clouds they are without wa
ter, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit 
withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up 



by the roots; Raging waves of the sea, foaming 
out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. And 
Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied 
of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment 
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly deeds which 
they have ungodly committed, and of all their 
hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spo
ken against him. These are murmurers, complain
ers, walking after their own lusts; and their 
mouth speaketh great swelling words, having 
men's persons in admiration because of advan
tage. But, beloved, remember ye the words which 
were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; How that they told you there should 
be mockers in the last time, who should walk af
ter their own ungodly lusts. These be they who 
separate themselves, sensual, having not the 
Spirit. But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on 
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
keep yourselves in the love of God, looking .for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 

life. And of some have compassion, making a · 
difference: And others save with fear, pulling 
them out of the fire; hating even the garment 
spotted by the flesh. Now unto him that is able 
to keep you from falling, and to present you 
faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Savior, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and ever. Amen ijude 8-25). 

James tells the disciple of Jesus to "keep himself 
unspotted from the world" Games 1:27). Unspotted 
means unstained by the sins prevalent in the world. 
Paul said, "Abstain from all appearance of evil" (2 
Thess. 5 :22). Avoid evil no matter what form it 
takes. Paul wrote, ''And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Rom. 12:2). 

4022 W. Paradise Ave. 
Visalia~ CA 93277-4050 
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F. L. Eiland 
and Southern Development Normal 

By W. D. Jeffcoat 

A mong the names of the past that stand out in 
brotherhood hymnody is that of Franklin 
Lycurgus Eiland. Eiland, who was born in 

Noxubee County, Miss., in 1860, had much to do 
with setting the trend for superior teaching and qual
ity song writing in the 19th and 20th centuries. Along 
with J.E. Thomas he edited his first song book in 
1892, The Promised Crown, and compiled many 
books in following years. 

J.E. Thomas will be remembered as the writer of 
"Hallelujah, We Shall Rise" in 1904, and Eiland as the 
composer of "Hold to God's Unchanging Hand" in 
1905. Eiland likewise penned many other composi
tions, several of which are often sung today. 

Eiland founded the Trio Music Company in 
Waco, Texas, in 1892, along with Thomas and J.M. 
Greer of Ellijay, Georgia. Greer had taught music 
:with the renowned J.H. Showalter on many occa
sions. In 1896 Eiland began a music periodical, The 
Musical Trio, which was to have wide circulation. In 

1898 he, along with Homer W. Elliott and Emmett 
S. Dean, began an advanced music school in Waco. 
Eiland, the head of the school, called it the Southern 
Development Normal. The S D N Theory of Music, 
which is perhaps the best rudiment book ever pub
lished came from this school. Elliott and Dean, com
posers of "The Lord Is My Shepherd" (c. 1905) and 
"Ye Are the Light of the World" (c. 1908) were very 
adept teachers and song writers who had been tu

tored by Eiland. 
Southern Development Normal likely did more 

toward the advancement of Christian song composi
tion than any other school, and its impact is greatly 
felt today because of Eiland's unusual ability to teach 
and write sacred music, and because of the many per
sons who attended and later penned numerous songs 
of lasting quality. Courses offered included theory, 
harmony, composition, and voice. The highly re
spected Dr. J.B. Herbert, composer of "What Shall It 
Profit?," was another instructor, along with J.B. 
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Vaughan. In his work brother Eiland was associated 
with several very capable persons in sacred music in
cluding in addition to the aforementioned, Knowles 
Shaw ("Bringing In the Sheaves"), J .R. Rosecrans 
("There Is a Habitation"), H.N. Lincoln (a later 
teacher of L.O. Sanderson), Robert Lowry ("Shall We 
Gather At the River?"), W.J. Kirkpatrick ("Hallelujah 
Praise Jehovah"), Charles H. Gabriel ("God Is Calling 
the Prodigal"), James McGranahan ("I Will Sing of 
My Redeemer"), E.R. Latta ("Live For Jesus"), and 
James D. Vaughan ("I Feel Like Traveling On"). Many 
other songs that churches of Christ utilize today were 
penned by these writers. 

In 1904 Tillit S. Teddlie, who later proved to be 
one of the most able song writers our brethren have 
had with such compositions as "Heaven Holds All to 
Me" and "Worthy Art Thou," studied theory and 
harmony under the scholarly Dr. J .B. Herbert. Al
though Eiland was sick at the time and not able to 
teach in the school, he later tutored Teddlie by corre
spondence. Eiland, in fact, helped Teddlie with the 
first song that Teddlie published "Round the Hills In 
Galilee," in 1907. 

Other early students who sat at the feet of Eiland 
include Thomas S. Cobb (later along with Austin Tay
lor to edit several hymnals for the Firm Foundation), 
J.W. Acuff, author of "Just Over in the Glory Land" 
(1906), W.O. Evridge, composer of "For the Soul 
That's Redeemed" (1906), J.W. Ferrill, writer of ''A 
Soul Winner For Jesus" (1907), Mark D. Ussery, au
thor of "Don't Let Your Light Burn Low," and Ira D. 
Brister, who authored "Not A Step Without Jesus." 
Eiland's school drew large numbers of students from 
Texas and other states. Teachers of great ability were 
trained and one of his best song books, The Gospel 
Gleaner, was edited during that period. 

Ira D. Brister wrote of Eiland that he knew how 
to help others "feel what they sang and sing what 
they felt." In correspondence with this writer several 
years ago Tillit S. Teddlie stated that all the songs he 
had written since boyhood days when he learned of 
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Eiland were inspired by Eiland's songs. Eiland how
ever was not to hav~ a lengthy career of service for 
the Lord because of health problems. 

He was not healthy even as a child, and in his 
adult years he was often sick. In the winter of 1909 
he conducted a singing school in Golden, Texas, the 
boyhood home of Tillit S. Teddlie. During this time 
he became ill with pneumonia and died there on De
cember 3. Some days before, he had written "Singing 
a Wonderful Song." He was only 49 years old. Sev
eral of his songs were sung at his funeral including his 
well-known "From the Cross to the Crown," (written 
in 1895), and "Hold to God's Unchanging Hand." 
Other notable songs of Eiland include "Where the 
Blood Can Heal," "Trusting In Jesus, 0 Wonderful 
Theme" (sung when Tillit S. Teddlie obeyed the gos
pel), "For Him, My Lord," "Beautiful Gleanings 
Bring," "Don't You Want to Be Ready?," "Lean on 
His Arm," and "Too Late." He penned some 120 
songs and assisted in some 100 others. Many of his 
songs published by the Firm Foundation Publishing 
House have been used through the years. Brother 
Teddlie considered him as the premier of song writ
ers among our people and once described his music 
to this writer as "soulful music." 

Musically, we stand on the shoulders of such men 
as Franklin Lycurgus Eiland. His accomplishments, 
not only in song writing and in song book compila
tion, but in training others in Southern Development 
Normal and, even today, through The S D N Theory 
of Music are worthy of our grateful applause and ap
preciation. Rt. 4, Box 152~ Pickwick Rd. So. 
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In Defense of the Proof Text 
By Steven D. Cline 

I n certain quarters of the brotherhood those "who 
seem to be somewhat" with insistent voices, 
say that we have to stop using proof texts. They 

tell us that this is not the way to teach the Bible. Do 
they mean that we must not misuse the Bible to prove 
a point, or do they mean that we must stop using 
Bible texts, period? 

Some may rip a verse or passage from its context, 
and attempt make it say something that it does not 
teach. Example: One may misuse Revelation 1:7 to 
prove that the earth is a flat square. Again, one may 
falsely claim that Psalms 137:9 says that happiness 
comes from killing your children. 2 Kings 21:13 may 
be misunderstood to mean that a man must wash and 
wipe the supper dishes. 

Of course, this is not proof-texting but an absurd 
mishandling of the Scriptures. It is the unlearned and 
unstable wresting the Scriptures to their own de
struction (2 Pet. 3:16). The sword of the Spirit must 
not be used in such a shoddy manner. If this is what 
is meant by those who say proof-texting is a "silly 
game of scissors and paste" and we need to stop it, I 
agree. 

Those among us who disdain proof-texting may 
not have distorting the Scriptures in mind. I have an 
idea they mean that we should discard the honorable 
practice of giving book, chapter and verse when we 
undertake to teach a Bible truth. Proof-texting is de
plored by the supporters of the new hermeneutic, 
which, as its fundamental teaching, says understand
ing the Bible is subjective and one can interpret it any 
way he pleases. This may explain why they want no 
objective Bible proof. 

Should we use a Bible text for proof? Jesus and 
his inspired followers used Old Testament passages as 
proof texts in their teaching and preaching. 

Often Jesus used a proof text. Once was when he 
was being tempted of the devil in the wilderness. Sa
tan misapplied Scripture to coax Jesus to sin. The 
devil was guilty of the "silly game of scissors and 
paste," or wresting the Scriptures. Jesus answered Sa
tan with the correct use of Scripture. 

Another time Christ made use of proof-texting 
was in his answer to the Pharisees on the question of 

marriage, divorce and remarriage. "Have ye not 
read," said Jesus. r r 

Other instances of the Lord proof-texting include 
Matthew 13:14-.15; Mark 12:35-36; Luke 4:16-21; 
Luke 6:1-5; Luke 24:27 and John 7:37-38. 

Then there was that great and powerful sermon 
Pet~r preached, recorded in Acts chapter two. Almost 
half of his recorded sermon comes from Old Testa
ment texts. He used these passages to show that God 
raised Jesus and made him both Lord and Christ. The 
captious would condemn Peter for proof-texting. 
Here is something strange! Those who forbid the 
proof text are not inspired. Peter was inspired and 
used a Bible text to prove his point. Who, then, is the 
better example for us? 

In Acts chapter seven Stephen's sermon is one 
long proof text. ,Philip used Isaiah 53:7-8 to convert 
an Ethiopian treasurer (Acts 8). 

Paul publicly convinced the Jews by use of 
Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ, accord
ing to Acts 18:28. The Bereans used the hon

orable art of proof-texting in their daily search of the 
Scriptures to discover truth (Acts 17: 11). We are to 
"prove all things; hold fast that which is good" 
(1 Thess. 5 :21). 

When I was converted, my teachers used book, 
chapter and verse. I'm glad they did. If they had not, 
I would still be in denominationalism. My questions 
were answered with Bible passages - proof-texting! 
Yet, prominent preachers tell us that it is not the way 
to teach. The gospel is the power of God to save 
(Rom. 1: 16). 

The proper proof text is the only valid method, 
even in today's high-tech, state-of-the-art, computer
ized, ever changing world. The proper handling of 
the Bible text is a tried and true method that has 
brought countless precious souls to the crimson 
blood of the Savior. 

It is my hope that those popular and likeable 
friends of mine who urge us to quit using the proof 
text will return to "thus saith the Lord" preaching. 
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Questioning God? 
By Terry A. Martin 

I n 610 B.C. Habakkuk cried out to Jehovah. It 
was a difficult time. The Assyrian Empire had 
collapsed two years earlier. The Babylonians 

were ravaging the countryside. God's own people 
were so preoccupied with sin that God would destroy 
them as a nation by 586 B.C. 

Like many people through the centuries, Ha
bakkuk looked at the horrible activities around him 
and questioned the wisdom of God (1: 1-4 ). Ha
bakkuk complained to God, "How long shall I cry, 
and thou wilt not hear? even cry out unto thee of vio
lence, and thou wilt not save?" (1 :2). As he doubted 
God, he came to the conclusion that "the law is 
slacked, and judgments doth never go forth: for the 
wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore 
wrong judgment proceedeth" (1:4). 

Habakkuk could not understand why God would 
allow things to continue as they were. God tells him 
that he is punishing his people for their sins (1:5-11). 
The Babylonian captivity was only 24 years away. 
God told Habakkuk that he would "raise up the 
Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall 
march through the .. . land, to possess the dwelling 
places that are not theirs" (1 :6). "They shall come all 
for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, 
and they shall gather the captivity as the sand" (1:9). 

God's method of dealing with his people's sin 
presents Habakkuk with an even more challenging 
question. God, "Thou art of purer eyes than to be
hold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore 
lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and 
boldest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the 
man that is more righteous than he?" (1:13). 
Habakkuk is asking, "God, how could you punish 
your sinful people with a nation more wicked than 
they? Is Babylon immune from punishment for their 
ruthless cruelty?" 

God answers that Babylon is going to face its own 
judgment day (2:2-8). He says, "Though it tarry, wait 
for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry" 
(2:3). Punishment may be slow in coming - the 
wheels of God grind slowly, but they grind exceed
ingly small - it will not delay forever. 

God says to Babylon of the nations she was plun
dering: 
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Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall bite 
thee, and awake that shall vex thee, and thou 
shalt be for booties unto them? Because thou 
hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the 
people shall spoil thee; because of men's blood, 
and for the violence of the land, of the city, and 
of all that dwell therein (2:7-8). 

So, even though God may use the wicked to ac
complish his will, that does not mean that the wicked 
will escape judgment. 

It is not always easy to understand the ways of 
God. Like Habakkuk we might be inclined to question 
the policies of God. We may wonder that the "wicked 
prosper and his children dance in the streets." Ha
bakkuk came to this appropriate conclusion: 

Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the labor of the olive 
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls; yet will I rejoice in 
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation 
(Hab. 3:17-18). 

"The just shall live by his faith" (Hab. 2:4). 
Cast not away therefore your boldness, which 
hath great recompense of reward. For ye have 
need of patience, that, having done the will of 
God, ye may receive the promise. For yet a very 
little while, He that cometh shall come, and shall 
not tarry. But my righteous one shall live by 
faith: And if he shrink back, my soul hath no 
pleasure in him. But we are not of them that 
shrink back unto perdition; but of them that 
have faith unto the saving of the soul (Heb. 
10:35-39). 

Faith is trusting in God even when we may not 
fully understand his methods. "And we know that to 
them that love God all things work together for 
good, even to them that are called according to his 
purpose." 

173 Rodenberg Ave. 
Biloxi~ MS 39532 

(Editor's comment: When God's people are weary 
in well doing and allow their hands to hang down, 
they may be punished by people more wicked than 
they. The punishment for faithlessness may be revenge 
taken by the unfaithful. The fig tree may not blossom 
and the vines may be without fruit, still, the righteous 
live by faith that God is in his heaven and all will turn 
out right for those who love and obey him.) 



Thoughts for Christian Women- Irene Taylor, editor 

How Have I Exercised Lately? 
By Justine K. Corns 

0 nee again I trod the roadway to breathe in 
the fresh morning air and enjoy the exuber
ance o f a beautiful, bright, blue autumn 

morning. The lavish beauty beckoned me into fur
thering the distance of my daily walk. As I walked I 
remembered what advice young Timothy was given 
by Paul. He was told that "bodily exercise profiteth 
little" (1 Tim. 4:8). Now Paul did not advise against 
exercise. He was focusing on spiritual matters. 

Irregular reading and studying of the Bible will 
not increase the knowledge of the Lord in our lives. 
Paul stated that Timothy needed mental exercise for 
his godliness. "Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly divid ing the Word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

The exercise of walking may hold some rewards, 
but consider them minor compared to the promises 
we receive as we study the Word of the Lord. Both 
physical and mental exercise are necessary to main
tain a healthy spiritual body. Have we kept in shape, 
physically and mentally, so that we may be the best 
representatives of the fruits of our labor? Daily we 
must become aware, alert, instantly able to identify 
that which is evil or that which is good. 

To succeed in anything we must have a goal. To 
reach that goal we must exercise each day. Chasten
ing for the present, "seemeth not to be joyous, but 
grievous, nevertheless it yieldeth a peaceable fruit of 
righteousness" (Heb. 12: 11). This fruit will be our 
reward. Remember, exercise allows us to "discern 
both good and evil" (Heb. 5:14). We should continue 
daily exercise of our minds, since god liness is an end 
product. We can and should make the effort! 

I must search the Scriptures as eagerly as I would 
travel a new roadway in the cou ntryside. "And ye 
shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for 
me with all your heart" U er. 29:13 ). I will read and 
study the Word to exercise every facet of my mind, 
bringing new attitudes to the surface. "Seek ye firsr 
the kingdom of God, and His righteousness" (Matt. 
6:33). Filled with an urgent desire to please God 
first, then man, I will make an effort to be more 
Christ-like each day. The end result will be a spiritu-

ally guided mind. Through the 
Word Paul still sends his message 
loud and clear. "Bodily exercise 
profiteth little: but godliness is prof
itable unto all things, having a 
promise of the life that is now, and 
that which is to come" (1 Tim. 4:8). 
Exercise for the body is certainly 
necessary. For the spiritual body, my soul should be 
hungry for that exercise so essential to life everlast
ing! To use an appropriate portion of Matthew chap
ter 23, verse 23, I leave you with this thought, "These 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other 
undone." 926 E. Jackson St. 

Millersburg, OH 44654 

First 
Leadership 

in the Lord's Church 
Lectureship 

-Saturday, September 16, 1995-

~ 

9:00 a.m ........ Organization and Mission of the Church 
....................................................... Garland Elkins 

1 0:00a.m ........ The Need for and Examples of Leadership 
............................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

11 :00 a.m ........ Elders and Deacons -
Qualifications and Work ......... Garland Elkins 

Noon ...... ......... Lunch provided by the congregation 

1 :00 p.m . ...... Elder/ Preacher Relationship -
Elder's Responsibiltiy to the Congregation 
........................................................... Curtis Cates 

2:00p.m . ...... Elder/ Deacon Relationship 
Congregation's Responsibility to the Elders 
............................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

3:00p.m ....... Open Forum 
RV hookups available. 

-Special bonus
Ladies classes featuring 

Annette Cates • Corrine Elkins • Irene C. Taylor 

Sunnyview Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 896 • Farmington MO 63640 • (314) 756-5925 

(located 2 miles south of Farmington, Missouri on Highway H) 
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Potpourri. • • 
1995 is fading fast. Our loyal supporters are 

holding firm. We need every encouraging 
word we can get. Here are a few of the many 

notes of appreciation sent to us by those who love the 
Firm Foundation - at least, they love the stand we 
take and the truth we speak. "Please keep sending me 
Firm Foundation. I do appreciate the good work you 
do" (Mrs. LK, Va.) .... "I have been preaching the 
gospel for 42 years and can't believe what's going 
on" (MC, Texas) .... "We are thankful for people like 
you. Keep up the ·good work" (AB, Texas) .... "You 
are in our prayers" (MY, Texas) .... "I thank God for 
the strong stand for the truth taken by the Firm Foun
dation" (ME, Tenn.). 

A Few Statements 
from a Few Founding Fathers 

G"Have you ever found in history one single ex
ample of a Nation thoroughly corrupted that was af
terwards restored to virtue? ... And without virtue 
there can be no political liberty" Qohn Adams) . 

@"To the corruptions of Christianity I am indeed 
opposed, but not to the genuine precepts of Jesus 
himself. I am a Christian in the only sense in which he 
wished anyone to be, sincerely attached to his doc
trines in preference to all others" (Thomas Jefferson). 

G"Can the liberties of a nation be secure when 
we have removed the conviction that these liberties 
are the gift of God? I tremble for my country when I 
reflect that God is just, and that his justice cannot 
sleep forever" (Thomas Jefferson). 

O"The almost general mediocrity of fortune that 
prevails in America obliging its people to follow 
some business for subsistence, those vices that arise 
usually from idleness are in a great measure pre
vented. Industry and constant employment are great 
preservatives of the morals and virtue of a nation. 
Hence bad examples to youth are more rare in 
America; which must be a comfortable consideration 
to parents. To this may be truly added, that serious 
religion ... is not only tolerated, but respected. Athe
ism is unknown, infidelity rare and secret; so that 
persons may live to a great age in a country without 
having their piety shocked by meeting with either an 
atheist or an infidel. The Divine Being seems to have 
manifested his approbation ... by the remarkable 
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prosperity with which He has been pleased to favor 
the whole country" (Benjamin Franklin). 

@In the main reading room of the Library of 
Congress there is a statue representing "religion." 
Above the statue is written, "What doth the Lord re
quire of thee, but to do justly, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God." 

A Few Statements from Carl R H. Henry 
0 Postmodernism, denying as it does the exist

ence of objective truth and objective meaning, is an 
obvious attack on Christianity and universal reason 
generally. In an astonishing development, some erst
while evangelical institutions and enterprises now 
eagerly welcome this assault. 

"He (Mr. Walsh) deplores 'propositionalist theol
ogy' (which champions intelligible divine revelation 
and the verbal inerrancy of Scripture) for affirming 
timelessly true doctrines: ''Any notion of truth as ar-

The 
"Core/Boll's Eye 

Gospel" 
Concept 
Refuted 

by 
-Curtis A. Cates-

THE 
~cOREIBULL'S EYE G(JSPEL" 

CONCEPT REFUTED 

( 
SIIAU. WE HAVE A ] 

HFN'CULJURAI.ati!IC!n 

CaniiA.Cala 

, .. ,...,..,...,..,.o..w., ... 

A ....... •S...IIif .. ~ 
..G.ftllf'te(c:art.l 

'W'- k.J"C' .......... c.-.1 - o..r 

I have just completed the reading of the recently pub
lished book entitled The Core/Bu/l's Eye Gospel Concept Re
futed. The author of the book is Curtis A. Cates, Ed.D, who, 
some years ago, was a young, dedicated student of mine. 

To be very frank, I was/and am unprepared, and sick at 
heart, to learn of the holdings of certain prominent evangelists 
of our brethren in Christ. In my personal judgment, this book by 
brother Cates should be read by all brethren - especially el· 
ders and ministers -the brotherhood over. 

May all who read be moved to stand fast in the truth and 
give opposition to such dogma. 

Rex A. Turner Sr. 

CATES PUBLICATIONS 
5512 Cottonwood • Memphis, Tennessee 38115 

$4.50 plus $1.00 postage and handling 
(20" discount for orders or 10 or more copies) 



rival - that somehow we've arrived at the truth and 
this certain formulation is final- that kind of truth 
he happily abandons." 

"Mr. Middleton adds, 'Even the truth of the gos
pel ... is a human construction.' He rejects any identi
fication of Scripture as revelation ... denying revealed 
truths." 

A Few Random Statements 
OThis year New York City's "gay parade" will 

pass by St. Patrick's Cathedral. "Last year, ... gay ex
hibitionists pranced naked down the street and en
gaged in public masturbation. They chorused ob
scenities at the Cathedral. William Donohue points 
out this would not be allowed if "done by Nazis in 
front of Temple Imanau-El, or Klansmen in Harlem." 

OThree inmates have sued the Mini-Casi Jail in 
Idaho, charging that a jailor's refusal to give them a 
midnight snack was cruel and unusual punishment. 

O"Last night I did something completely insane" 
(Hugh Grant on his arrest for "lewd conduct" with a 
Sunset Boulevard prostitute). 

0 Interview with Lamar Alexander, presidential 
candidate: 

Q: What is scripture to you? What do you see in it? 
A: It's God's word. That is what I see in it. 
Q: Do you ever get involved in discussions over 

inerrancy? 
A: In what? I hadn't heard of that. 
0 Divine divorce ... in Decatur, Ga., in Septem

ber, Adei Grenpastures-Doty and Tim Doty appeared 
at the First Christian Church five years after their 
marriage ... to get a divorce. The former Mrs. Doty is 
a minister, herself; Mr. Doty is working on a master's 
degree in divinity. Scripture readings and prayers of 
thanksgiving and forgiveness highlighted the cer
emony. The divorce was granted by the preacher who 
married them. 

A Suggestion from TBC 
0 Malcolm Hill, president of Tennessee Bible 

College, suggests, in a recent news release, that all 
presidents of various Christian colleges, universities, 
and Bible colleges (we presume this would include 
the preacher-training schools) hold an open seminar 
to allow attendees to ask questions about the doctri
nal stance of each institution. Hill says, "Presidents 
of these institutions have an obligation to give an an
swer to such questions if we expect the brotherhood 
to support us both with students and money. They 
have a right to know if we are teaching and standing 
for the Bible." Brother Hill asks those willing to at-

tend to please contact him at Tennessee Bible Col
lege, Box 865, Cookeville, TN 385'01. 

Please let us know, brother Hill, if you get any 
takers. Your willingness to have the policy and posi
tion of Tennessee Bible College examined by query is 
refreshing. My guess is that a few directors of 
preacher-training schools will agree and all the rest 
will give you a cold shoulder. We shall see! 

California, Here We Come 
0 Hershel Wilson of Banning announces an up

coming lectureship. The speakers include Mac Lyon, 
Garland Elkins, Curtis Cates, Monty Cox, Vincent 
Hawkins, Tim Stegall, and Gene Ellmore. Byron 
Grove, an attorney, will give some legal advice on the 
rights of grandparents, and Mike Young will give 
some information about computers. The lectureship 
·will be October 19-22 at the Yucaipa Church of 
Christ, 33981 Yucaipa Blvd., 92399 (That's in the 
Los Angeles complex). For more information call: 
(909) 797-1919. 

WVBS 
0 World Video Bible School, the brainchild of 

Rudy Cain, is doing a fantastic job of making avail
able valuable Bible studies on video. Since its begin
ning WVBS has sent out over 18,900 tapes and 
235,700 pages of instruction (55,300 hours of teach
ing). This material has gone to 59 countries and 34 
Bible Schools and Schools of Preaching. They need 
m-o-n-e-y. Contact WVBS, Rt. 1, Box 121, Maxwell, 
TX 78656- (512) 398-5211. 

Say On 
0 Mildred Miller, a sister, in a recent newspaper 

article said: 
With the advent of the so-called sexual revolu
tion we ... heard enough crude words, clinical 
words, and combinations of words - all related 
to sex - to make an alley cat blush. We sure 
didn't hear about abstinence .... It [abstinence] is 
being re-instated to respectability. According to 
Texas Senate Billl. .•• The Texas school system is 
advocating that teenagers cease from participat
ing in any activity that results in the reproduc
tion of human life. So, they're dragging absti
nence out of retirement .. . and are waving it 
around in sex education classes. 

(Mildred is a staff-writer for the paper in which the 
article appeared.) Amen! 

Newsweek 
0 The July 17 issue of Newsweek has a feature ar

ticle on bisexuality. The gist of the article is to excuse 
people who are both homosexual and heterosexual 
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or bisexual. Homosexuals for a long time have been 
saying their perversion is a result of birth - genes, 
that is. Heterosexuals are also said to be victims of 
inheritance. Now we are confronted with some who 
don't know if their genes tell them to have a relation
ship with someone of the same sex or someone of 
a different sex. What's going on here? Did the bi
sexual get both "homo" and "hetero" genes and now 
has to make a decision which of the two predisposi
tions he/she will follow? If so, does this mean, after 
all, that sexual preference is a matter of personal 
choice - and, therefore, controllable? Or is it so 
much swill? 

Dean Hamer, a National Cancer Institute re
searcher, produced "the first concrete evidence that 
'gay genes' really do exist." With his findings, the 45-
year-old Harvard Ph.D. became an overnight sensa
tion. Now, according to the Chicago Tribune, 
Hamer's study is under attack. Nearly two years after 
his study, "no other laboratory has confirmed 
Hamer's findings." The Office of Research and In
tegrity is investigating allegations by one of Hamer's 
collaborators that he selectively reported his data in 
ways that enhanced the study's conclusions. 

7th Annual 
Four States Lectures 

-September 22-24, 1995-

"The Seven Churches of Asia" 

••• 
Speakers 

David Baker Wayne Coats 
Weldon Blake Lindell Mitchell 
David Brown Ben Mosely 
Curtis Cates Lynn Parker 
Kerry Clark Dale Stinson 

Eddie Whitten 

-For the ladies-
Darlene Blake 

••• 
Wayne Blake, director 
(903) 671-2515 • 671-2369 

Redwater Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 229 • Redwater, Texas 75573 

Books and displays are expected upon approval. 
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Theology 
®The Jesus Seminar, a floating conference of 30 

university scholars, last month voted down the bibli
cal account that Jesus Christ was born of a virgin as 
not credible. Despite urging of the groups founder, 
Robert W. Funk, the panel would not vote to remove 
God the Holy Spirit as one potential father of the 
Christ child. 

(So Andre Resner of ACU will understand "virgin" 
here means a woman who has "never known a man.") 

More Theology 
0 Paul Young, director of Community Bible Study 

International, Reston, Va., says the net results of aca
demic institutions based strongly on the Bible boils 
down to "a kind of Christian deism, where God 
throws us the Bible and says: 'This is all you need 
until I come back.' It is obvious ... the Bible is not all 
we need; ... there is a yearning to know Christ per
sonally, experientially." 

Please read again 2 Timothy 3: 16-17. The first 
part of the fourth chapter says, "For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound doctrine." 

The liberals among us are promoting the same 
anti-biblical teaching as Paul Young - too bad! 

Letter 
0 In a letter to the editor of Christianity Today 

(Nov. 14, 1994), D.J. Weiss (whoever that is) wrote: 
George Barna says we must either change or lose 
them (baby boomers and busters) .... First, he 
told us to change for the boomers, who are now 
'searching for spiritual identity.' Now he tells us 
to change for the busters, who are not coming to 
church at all. The gospel is for all generations, 
and if we change it to meet each new generation, 
it is not gospel at all. 

Pray in an Empty Classroom 
OA seven-year, free-speech legal battle at 

Lindbergh (Wash.) High School is over. U.S. District 
Judge Walter McGovern ordered the Reton school 
district to pay students $400,000.00 to cover their 
attorney fees. McGovern upheld a federal appeals 
court decision which said students must be allowed 
to hold Bible study and prayer in an empty classroom 
before the beginning of the school day under the 
1984 Equal Access Act. 

Kids Will Be Kids (or Should Be) 
OSusan Wilson argues that children should not 

be burdened with moral strictures and that sex 
classes should teach boys and girls from the first 
grade to talk casually about sex with one another 



without embarrassment. 
The Alan Guttmacher Institute says 56 million 

people in the United States are infected with a sexu
ally transmitted disease, and more than half of those 
sufferers have sexual diseases that are incurable. 
Should we tell that to first graders? 

Additional information for first graders: Free 
sex, isn't free; it's very costly .... The only safe sex is 
chastity until marriage and fidelity afterwards. 

Makes Sense 
~Russell L. Ackoff said, "I once had a brilliant 

student, now a well-known professor, who wrote a 
highly technical thesis. I asked him to assume that I 
was an ordinary corporate manager. Would he ex
plain his thesis briefly? 

"He went to the blackboard and began to cover it 
with mathematical symbols. I stopped him to remind 
him that I was an ordinary manager, not a mathema
tician. After a long pause he said, 'I don't understand 
what I've done well enough to explain it in nontech
nical language."' 

Unless people can express themselves well in or
dinary English, they don't know what they are talk
ing about. This includes university professors. 

Wanna Try It? 
WWhen Huxley was asked by a young man how 

to start a new religion, he answered: "Get yourself 
crucified. Then rise again on the third day." 

Spong, Spong, Spong 
®John Shelby Spong wrote a book entitled, Res

cuing the Bible from Fundamentalism: A Bishop Re
thinks the Meaning of Scripture. Here are some 
quotes from Spong - see how many you can find in 
recent writings of prominent liberals among us. 

Concerning the teaching of Jesus about hell: 
"The interpretation of Jesus given in these passages is 
untrustworthy" (p. 21). 

"Is there a truth beyond biblical literalism to 
which my life can be dedicated? ... The answer is not 
yet clear" (p. 24). 

"We must think about God in the light of our per-
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ceptions about divinity .. . find meaning not in an ex
ternal God but in the depths of our humanity . ... We 
discover the transcending spirit within ourselves .... 
God might not be separate from us but deep within 
us" (p. 33 ). 

"We must separate the truth from the myth of 
scripture, but it is not easy" (p. 34). 

"We face the task of reformulating the Christ story 
for our day, if, indeed, it can be reformulated." We 
must dismiss "the corpse of traditional religion" (p. 
36). 

Concerning New Testament writers, Spong said: 
"We do not make their understanding of truth a 
straight jacket into which our minds must be placed" 
(p. 231). 

"Sacred scriptures can never finally capture eter
nal truth" (p. 169). 

Welfare - Shore 'Nuf 
®Shirley, or Lenora, or Patricia, or Celeste, or 

Jane, who claims to be the mother of 73, including 
11 sets of twins, is being regarded with some suspi
cion by welfare authorities who wonder why she 
needs $450,000.00 a year to get along. 

AKJtuae .CectWte3ki~~ 
-S e~ Lent~elt-

The Firm Foundation Lectureship 
East Ridge Church of Christ 

501 McBrien Rd. • Chattanooga, TN 37412 

-Ktet~tek-
west Coast 

Firm Foundation Lectureship 
Church of Christ 

525 S. Bayshore Blvd. • San Mateo, CA 94402 

-A~~tif-
southeastern Pennsylvania 

Firm Foundation Lectureship 
Coventry Hills Church of Christ 

1339 S. Hanover St. • Pottstown, PA 19464 

-Ju.~te-
western Ohio Valley 

Firm Foundation Lectureship 
Northridge Church of Christ 

22 11 Needmore Rd. • Dayton, OH 45414 

-Au.gML-
Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Sylvan Lake Church of Christ 
1900 Inverness • Sylvan Lake, Michigan 48320 

September 1995 27 
Firm Foundation 



Promise Keepers guitars and sax and flute and drums and bongos and 
I'm not sure what else. And I sang and made melody 
to the Lord with all my heart and to the bottom of my 
lungs." Those who have a Bible-based conviction 
against using instrumental music in worship of God 
could not participate. 

OAl Dager (a sectarian) has a Special Report on 
Promise Keepers (for a copy write to Media Spotlight, 
P.O. Box 290, Redmond, WA 98073-0290). Dager 
makes some interesting comments, such as: 

We agree with Promise Keepers' stated in
tent, for 'unity in the body of Christ,' but dis
agree with their practice. 'True biblical unity in 
the body of Christ' can only be based on truth. 
Without the basis of biblical truth, large gather
ings of men (or women) will be part of the last 
days' apostasy. ••. Promise Keepers stands for 
unity over truth. 

And this is the message which we have heard 
from him and announce unto you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say 
that we have fellowship with him and w~ in the 
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin (1 John 
1:5-7). 

At a recent Promise Keepers gathering John Wes
ley-White, evangelist on the Billy Graham's associa
tion, from Minneapolis spoke. One eyewitness said: 

[His] message was evangelistic, anticipating that 
many men who had never committed their lives 
to Christ would come with Christian friends and 
that many backsliders would need to renew their 
commitment •... The whole thing seemed shal
low and contrived .... Volunteer counselors were 
down front to meet them and pray for them. Ef
forts were made to get names and addresses to 
make follow-up possible. They said it was one of 
the largest responses they had ever received at a 
Promise Keepers conference. 

Some want to know what is wrong with the 
Promise Keepers program. The meetings feature use 
of instrumental music in worship of God. One at
tendee said, "They used a piano and keyboard and 

So, it is sectarian to its roots and is like attending, 
promoting, and approving a Billy Graham crusade. 
New Testament Christians will not be a part of such 
theatrical tricks. It does not agree with worship in 
spirit and truth. 
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11th Annual Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship 

Thursday, September 28 

-september 28-0ctober 1, 1995-

"The Holy Spirit,. 

7:00p.m •••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• What Does It Mean to Be Born of Water and Spirit? .............................................................. Joe Gilmore 
8:00 p.m ............................ Do Modem Miracles Exist Today? ............................................................................................ Kent Bailey 

Friday, September 29 
9:00 a.m ............................ Understanding Who the Holy Spirit Is ..................................................................................... Joe Gilmore 

10:00 a.m ............................ The Role of the Holy Spirit In Conversion and Sanctification .................................................. Kent Bailey 
11:00 a.m ............................ A Historical Look at the Charismatic Movement ................................................................. Gilbert Gough 
1:00 p.m ............................ Giving and Receiving the Holy Spirit .................................................................................. Garland Elkins 
2:00 p.m ............................ The Intercession of the Spirit ...................................................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

Ladles Class: Fruit of the Spirit - Love, Joy, Peace, Longsufferlng ................................ Irene C. Taylor 
7:00 p.m ............................ What Is the Rejection of the Holy Spirit and How Does One Reject the Holy Spirit? ....... Garland Elkins 
8:00 p.m ............................ The Gift of the Holy Spirit ........................................................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

Saturday, September 30 
9:00 a.m ............................ Digression Update .................................................................................................................. Wayne Coats 

10:00 a.m ............................ An Explanation of the Godhead ........................................................................................... Gilbert Gough 
11:00 a.m ............................ Indwelling of the Holy Spirit ................................................................................................... Wayne Coats 
1:00 p.m ............................ The Holy Spirit and Pentecost ..................................................................................................... Don Mash 
2:00 p.m ............................ Fruit of the Spirit ..................................................................................................................... Wayne Coats 

Ladies Class: Fruit of the Spirit- Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, Meekness ................. Martha Bentley 
7:00 p.m ............................ Baptism of the Holy Spirit ....................................................................................................... Curtis Cates 
8:00 p.m ............................ Sins Against the Holy Spirit ................................................................................................... Keith Mosher 

Sunday, October 1 
9:00a.m ............................ Speaking in Tongues .................................................................................................................. Jay Yeager 

10:00 a.m ............................ The Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testaments ................................................................... Keith Mosher 
11:00 a.m ............................ The Role of the Holy Spirit in Inspiration ................................................................................ Curtis Cates 
6:00 p.m ............................ Unity of the Spirit .................................................................................................................... Russell Kline 

Lovers Lane Church or Christ • &80 Lovers Lane • Steubenville, Ohio 439&8 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per: year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

- North Carolina -

Rocky Mount- Chufch of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida Sch?~l.o! ~reaching. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from In:'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

-Ohio-

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Finn Foundation Lec-
tureship. · · 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 

Anchorage, 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, d Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary a.m., 6 p.m., We . 7:30p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333.5274. (407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
(907) 456-4921. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

-Arkansas-
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, V.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m.HomeofOklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 

West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. minister. 787-5814. 

- California -

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Indiana-

Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

- Minnesota -

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 

Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a~m., 6 p.m., 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

central 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robenson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. {upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45a.m., 7 p.m., Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215S.MainSt., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Damon B. Lundy, minister. 

-Mississippi-

Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-

(803) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Finn Foun
dation Lectureship. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334- 10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3866, 334-3757. 3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. ..... 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 Broking, evangelist. Wayne Coats, preacher. 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. -Montana-

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. minister. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 
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-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of"Matters of THE Faith." 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. ..... 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist . .... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. ..... 
San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Terry M. Hightower, preacher. 

Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 

W d 7 30 D II p.m., Loran Gearhart (307) 634-3040 
Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 
Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. • •••• 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., e • : p.m. arre 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
Dooley, ministers. minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

Why not 
give 

a gift subscription? 

1-800-572-3619 

-nrm :rouadatloa Book Sale-
Save 20% off the listed price! 

Firm Foundation Lecture Books: 
• The Firm Foundation of God Standeth .... $14.00 • Joshua ...................................................... $14.00 
•Luke .......................................................... $15.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 1 ........................................ $14.00 
•John .......................................................... $16.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 2 ........................................ $20.00 

Other Books: 
• What the Bible Teaches (Vol. 2), Leslie G. Thomas .............................................. $5.00 
• The Nature of Things to Come, Stanley Sayers .................................................... $3.50 
• That They May All Be One, Elbridge B. Linn ......................................................... $4.00 
•Is Baptism Essential to Salvation?, Jerry Moffitt ................................................... $3.50 
• The Man Who Has Faith, Winfred Clark and Wayne Dunnaway .......................... $4.00 
• The Way to Get What You Want, W. M. Davis ...................................................... $3.50 
•1 01 Sermon Outlines, Frank L. Cox ...................................................................... $4.50 
• According to Luke, Frank L. Cox ........................................................................... $3.50 
• Church Administration, Handbook for Leaders, Walter Adams ............................. $3.00 
• Functioning Leadership in the Church, Charles Moore ......................................... $3.00 
• He Lifted Me, (Class Studies) Mrs. Hallie Kellogg ................................................. $3.50 
• My Triumphant Life, Harvey Childress ................................................................... $2.50 
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Please send no money. 
We will bill you 20% off the listed price plus shipping and handling costs. 

• • • • • 
Order from 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 210876 • Bedford TX 76095-7876 
1-800-572-3619 toll free 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is .designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Congregation of 100 members is looking for a 
preacher to live in local community. Partial support 
would be required. Send r~sum~ to Marshfield 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 458, Marshfield, MO 
65706 (417) 859-4369 or 859-6491 

Minister needed: The Sylvan Lake, MI church of 
Christ is looking for an energetic, full-time 
evangelist. We prefer a younger man with a family. 
Congregation averages attendance of 70, has elders, 
and is located in a beautiful lake area north of 
Detroit. Salary, housing, and medical provided. If 
interested, call Gene Jonas (810) 625-0932. 

Congregation of approx. 500 members desires 
pulpit minister keenly interested in spiritual, 
numerical growth of Lord's church. Desire a man 
who will present the message of the scriptures in its 
purity to both members, non-members alike. Must 
be dynamic speaker and appeal to all age groups. 
Must be interested in community outreach and work 
to motivate the membership to accomplish this goal. 
Send r~sum~ and sermon tapes to Elders, Memorial 
Parkway Church of Christ, 3703 Memorial 
Parkway, Huntsville, AL 35810, (205) 852-3801. 

Florida congregation needs full-time minister. We 
are seeking a conservative family man to help us 
grow. Please send r~sum~ and references to West 
Nassau Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1508, Callahan, 
FL 32011 (904) 845-3843. 

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife teaching team. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting time, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 

tape, resum~, and family picture to Church of 
Christ, Box J, Del Norte, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Preacher wanted: The church in Ellensburg, W A is 
looking for a preacher; sound doctrinally. Send all 
correspondence to ChuckVerkist, 906 E. 2nd Ave., 
Ellensburg, WA 98926. Send resumeS with sermon 
tape. (509) 925-2593 after 2:00 p.m. Pacific time 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send resum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-
2554. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available. Dennis Crecelius, Box 476, Italy, 
TX 76651. (214) 483-7523. 

Preacher available. 57 years old, married, graduate 
of Oklahoma Christian and Bear Valley School of 
Biblical Studies. you may write to me: Max Reed, 
2012 3400 Ave., Chapman, KS 67431, or call (913) 
238-4283. Best time to call is mornings and early 
afternoon until 1:00 p.m. 

Preacher available for appointments. Only sound 
doctrine proclaimed wherever two or three are 
gathered together. References. Jerry C. Brewer 
(405) 528-7480. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Oak pews, 12-15 ft. length, 8-10ft. long, all padded 
except 4. In good condition. Contact Robertson 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the 

right to accept or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some 
things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we 
may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm 
Foundation, we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for 
adver- tisements:The Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all ad-

. vertising. The cost for this is $50 for a full page, $35 for a half-page, $20 for any
thing under a half-page. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your 
copy set as you would like to have it, but please understand that in most in
stances, the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the layout 

· will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the paper. 
In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 

Thank you! 

County Church of Christ, 2980 Highway 41 South 
Springfield, TN 37172. (615) 643-1021. ' 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Cating 8c Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $50,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, P.O. Box 349, Wellington, TX 79095 

316 theater seats with padded cushions in very 
good condition. Only asking a small price. Marietta 
Church of Christ, 305 S.W. 3rd Street, Marietta, 
OK 73448. (405) 276-2363. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Providence of God
$15.00, plus $2.00 shipping 8c handling. The Minor 
Prophets- $12.00 plus $2.00 shipping 8c handling. 
Order from POWER Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/U (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) - $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Change: The Name of the Game. A series of six 
lessons preached by Victor M. Eskew. The tapes 
address the changes being called for by the "change 
agents" within the church. Cost: $15.00. To order 
mail check to Victor M. Eskew, 25 Railroad Ave., 
Pocahontas, TN 38061. 

Miscellaneous 
Free church pews. Duluth MN (218) 722-1984. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale · 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for you retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call 1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

Wanted: Resident attendants for adult residential 
facility scheduled to open in summer 1995. Indian 
rock Village will serve 6 developmentally disabled 
individuals. Prefer physically fit mature couple. 
Must be Christians with attributes identified in 
Gal. 5:22-23. Beautiful home on 5 acres in Sierra 
Nevada foothills. Salary, room, board, some health 
benefits. Contact Dick or Veda Crow, 7781 Hwy 
193, Garden Valley, CA 95633. (916) 333-4075. 
References required. 

Moving? 
Please notify 

the Firm Foundation 

of your new address 

6 weeks 

before you move. 
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-September 24-28; .19~5-:-. 

&.uu/mJ.. ~24 . 
9:00 a.m ..................................... Jesus Christ, God's Wonderful Son ........................................................... Charles Cochran 

1 0:00 a.m ..................................... Jesus, the Promised Redeemer .................................................................... Perry B. Cotham 
7:00 p.m .................................... Jesus, the Man of Sorrows .................................................................................. Paul Kidwell 

~~25 
1 0:00 a.m ..................................... Jesus, the Righteous Judge ...................................................................................... Steve Lusk 
11 :00 a.m ..................................... Jesus Christ, the Church's One Foundation ........................................... Noah Hackworth 

1 :30 p.m .................................... The Purpose and Duration of Miracles ......................... · ....................................... Ken Willis 
2:30 p.m .................................... The Significance of the Birth of jesus ................................................... H. Daniel Denham 
3:30 p.m .................................... Jesus, the Loving Shepherd ........................................................................... Robbie Eversole 
6:30 p.m .................................... Singing 
7:00 p.m .................................... The Resurrection of jesus and Its Impact on the World ....................... Don McWhorter 

g~~26 
1 0:00 a.m ..................................... Jesus, the Light of the World ............................................................................... Tim Kidwell 
11 :00 a.m ..................................... The Goodness and Severity of God ................................................................ Wayne Coats 

1 :30 p.m .................................... The Theme of the Parables of Jesus ............................................................ Lindell Mitchell 
2:30 p.m .................................... Jesus, the Son of Man - His Humanity ........................................................... Curtis Cates 
3:30 p.m .................................... Jesus, the Example for His Disciples ............................................................. Garland Elkins 
6:30 p.m .................................... Singing 
7:00 p.m .................................... Jesus, the Gift of God's Grace ............................................................................ Gary Colley 

70~~27 
1 0:00 a.m ..................................... The Purpose and Teaching of the Anger of jesus ........................................ Keith Mosher 
1 t:OO a.m ..................................... The Compassionate Christ ................................................................................... Joe Gilmore 

1 :30 p.m .................................... The Reaction of Jesus to Doctrinal Error ................................................................... Joe Cox 
2:30 p.m .................................... The King and His Kingdom, When and Where ........................... : ................ Ronnie Hayes 
3:30 p.m .................................... Jesus, the Builder and Head of the Church ............................................... Waymon Swain 
6:30 p.m .................................... Singing 
7:00 p.m .................................... The Second Coming of Christ ............................................................ H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
~~28 

1 0:00 a.m ..................................... Jesus, the Propitiation for Our Sins .................................................................. David Hester 
11 :00 a.m ..................................... Jesus, the Lion of Judah and the Lamb of God ....................................... Michael Hughes 
1 :30 p.m .................................... Jesus, the Obedient Son .......................................................................... Waymon Summers 
2:30 p.m .................................... Jesus, the Object of Our Communion ........................................................... Wayne Miller 
3:30 p.m .................................... The Love of Christ Includes Discipline ........................................................... Bobby Liddell 
6:30 p.m .................................... Singing 
7:00 p.m .................................... The Role of Jesus in Contemporary Religions ............................................... David Brown 
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A Call to Faith 
By Eddie Whitten 

5o then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God" (Rom. 10:17). The Nestle 
Greek Text with a Literal English Translation 

renders this verse, "Then faith is from hearing, and 
the hearing through a word of Christ." The proper 
understanding is that the hearing of Scripture gener
ates biblical faith, which includes obeying the com
mands of God. Faith from another source is invalid. 

The Bible is an astonishing book! For hundreds 
of years, men have tried to destroy it. Roman Catho
lics ~nee prohibited possession of the Bible. They 
killed those who violated the papal order to neither 
handle nor read the Scriptures, unless you were of 
the "clergy." They banned it from ordinary people. 
Attempting to put the Bible in the hands of the public 
cost the lives of many brave individuals. 

G.K. Wallace once warned that if men could not 
read their doctrines out of the Bible, they would 
write their doctrines into it. 

It is true that, during the "dark ages," depriving 
the people of the opportunity of hearing the Word of 
God cost the souls of millions of people. It is also true 
that faulty translations altering the message of the 
Holy Spirit will lead many others away from the sav
ing truth of the gospel Qohn 8:32). 

If the apostasy of our day is in keeping with the 
pattern of the past, it should not surprise us. History 
does repeat itself. (Those who oppose "a pattern the
ology" should awake to the fact they are following a 
historical pattern.) From earliest history, apostasy 
followed faithfulness. 

The book of Judges chronicles a period of over 
three hundred years of the rising and falling of the 
Israelites. Hosea records God's declaration that he 
would destroy Israel because they had played the 
spiritual harlot in their unfaithfulness to him. Amos 
declared regarding apostasy, "Therefore thus will I 
do unto thee, 0 Israel: and because I will do this unto 
thee, prepare to meet thy God, 0 Israel" (Amos 
4:12). The apostle Paul stated: 

For I know this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing 
the flock. Also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them (Acts 20:29-30). 

A postasy arises for many reasons. Sin is a phoe
nix, but so is truth. Satan works in the minds 
of willful men. His arsenal is unlimited. His 

minions are numberless. 
Faithful Christians are immune to the "fiery darts 

of the wicked one" because, dressed in the armor of 
God, they stand behind the shield of faith, put their 
trust in Jesus, and pray to God always (Eph. 6:10-
18). Without the protection of the armor of God, and 
without taking part in the good fight of fa ith, we are 
miserable and ruined. 

It is when the Christian soldier shamefully turns 
his back to our ancient foe, forsakes the shelter of his 
shield, and throws down the Spirit's sword that he is 
vulnerable to Satan's onslaught. The lesson is plain. 
Do not turn tail and run but "press the battle ere the 
night shall veil the glowing skies. Against the foe in 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Storytelling 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

A storyteller can be either one who tells 
anecdotes or one who tells lies, and 
sometimes knowing the difference be

tween the two is difficult. It is odd that in many 
religious circles the preferred activity is telling 
personal experiences. Some folks mistake this 
for preaching the gospel. 

Many religious people have the peculiar 
idea that God saves them in a fantastic and mys
terious way. Many denominational preachers call conversion to 
Christ an experience of grace. To encourage other people to have a 
personal experience, they tell their own salvation story and invite 
the faithful to do the same. Those who claim to have an encounter 
with the divine are eager to tell about what they suppose may have 
happened to them. 

The almost desperate desire to have a direct, personal confron
tation with God grows out of John Calvin's teaching on predesti-. 
nation, depravity, and irresistible grace. It goes something like this: 
1) Man is born guilty of sin and is morally corrupt; 2) the sinner is 
helpless to do anything about his sad condition; 3) God before the 
foundation of the world decided whom he would save and who 
would be lost; 4) if a sinner is among the elect (those whom God 
has decided to save), having a personal encounter with the Al
mighty will give him proof of this - an experience of grace. He is 
then to go about witnessing his salvation experience. 

Calvin was wrong on each of these four points. The Bible 
teaches the sinlessness of babies; the free agency and accountabil
ity of all; the impartiality of God; and there is something for us to 
do concerning our salvation. God supplies the grace, and we sup
ply the faith . Grace includes creation, the gift ofJesus, sacrifice of 
calvary, the New Covenant, the promise of heaven; faith includes 
obeying God's commands to repent, confess, be baptized, and live 
faithful lives. It is not "either/or" but it is a "both/and" - it is not 
grace or faith; it is not "faith or works ; it is both grace and faith; it 
is both faith and works. 

An example of salvation storytelling is found in the announce
ment of the appointment of Michael O'Conner, a united Method
ist preacher, to be editor-in-chief of ACU's campus newspaper, The 
Optimist Oune 4, 1992). Mr. O'Conner tells how his conversation 
to Christianity started. His personal testimony included searching 
for a woman's lost engagement ring in a dark theater. O 'Conner 
claimed that he prayed, "If you're up there, and if you care about 



me and can help me, show us where the ring is. And if you can't do 
In This Issue 

that, then you can't help me." Eddie :whitten 

After he prayed to God in the theater, he looked again and 1 ; i · · .A Call to faith ················~·--··~~~·~•··~···~·~ 
found the woman's ring. O'Conner declined to make theological •::=· : , 
conclusions, but the mere telling of the story is a theological claim. . ·H. A~ (Buster) Dobbs 
It "proves" God exists, and it "shows" that he is all-knowing and Editorial: 
implies he is all-powerful. It also claims that God cared about Stprytelling ................ ~.~ •• ~~-•.•·•··~~~ •••• 2 
O'Conner in a special and unique way. The reporter cites the expe
rience as the beginning of O'Conner's conversion to Christianity. 

Another example is the testimony given by an attendee at a 
Promise Keepers conference. A man gave a testimony about mi-

Ed Clark·: 
W~o-Are the Sound? ·······•••········~···· 6 

raculous events that helped him get to the meeting. He said some- . Bill LockWood .. 
one at a truck stop helped him back up a vehicle with which he was God and.Atheism ............ .;~i~.;·•·~~-··•·· ·7 
having trouble; he left the impression that maybe this was an angel 
sent down from heaven to help him get to the Promise Keepers Ron Cht;tn4Jt!1" . 
gathering. This man, a few months earlier, claimed that God told '~hold, I Thought" ····~··~······~········ 9 
him where to fish on a vacation. This is another reason to stay 
away from Promise Keepers programs. They are unbiblical. J. E. Cl,oate 

The problems with such testimonials are many. Let's look at a What Came Out :· -. 
few: · ofChii$tian Jubilee '95?--.~~~••:••~•···• 12 

Most testimonials trivialize the gospel. The person making his 
witness often has God dabbling in paltry matters, while eternal Getwge ·F. Beals . 
concerns go unnoticed. We could multiply examples of this, but Church Growth: 
the discerning person will know the truth of the charge. Real and Imaginary ·······•··•:~··•· .. ••••• 15 

Frequently the claims are overstated. Some giving their experi- , 
ence will embellish the story so that a listener knowledgeable of · 'R. I... Popej{yy , :: : · . · .. 
the event will have difficulty recognizing it. Human nature is such ~ ;\ · This Jesus ..................... ~ .... ~ .. -.~ ..... ~.~. 7'6 
that we poor mortals slant and color things to make ourselves into [ · 
heroes. We lay it on thick to make ourselves look good. 

A lot of the storytelling turns out to sound like: "I was 
sooooooo bad, but now I am sooooooo good. God loves me 
soooooo much. I must be a ve111111ry important person, having 

E~ Leon Smith 
Missionary ·Page: 
The Man in thJt. Pew Ca"· Qq,;Jt ~i~•· l7 

special appeal to my Creator far above my peers." Such witnessing E. ·ClaUtk,:Gttrdner · 
makes men into Ananias and women into Sapphira. . . W~&ildYou Support ._., _',~ ·: .. · 

Storytelling detracts from the gospel, which is God,s power to -.' · · 111is:Teaching? .............. ~•il••••-!••!•~,~~ lS 
save (Rom. 1:16). Peter spoke on the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem 

.;_ .. , 

"as the Spirit gave him utterance." His sermon ought to be our Gu$ Eoff · · . . 
example of how and what to preach. Peter could have told the " •··Forgot ·~·························•····•~···· .. ~ 19 
story of the healing of his mother-in-law or of his own denial and · 
restoration, but instead he preached the Word, which is able to Mark Copeland . 
make us perfect (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). The Scripture- not the embroi- · Christian Apologetics ····~·········j•'~. 20 
dered reports of human antics - is what ought to be preached. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne once commented, "Nobody had any Irene C •. Taylor. 
conscience about adding to the improbabilities of a marvelous ·. ''Thought$ for Women: 
tale" (The Marble Faun, ch. 4). -· The Sin of·Procrastination .~····~·!.~~. 22 

Cathrine Mills 
The Spirit, Like Vapor.; 
Quickly .Vanishes ••••• " •• ~ •• !~.tt'!~.i.,.,~~··•.e· ~J 

' • • - • • • I ~··, : 

~ ' 

Ah, but we are told that is old hat and no one is interested. If 
no one is interested in the gospel, that is too bad. People ought to 
be interested in God's revelation. If not, that is a sad commentary 
on people, but not a reason to stop preaching the gospel. Noah 
preached righteousness to the unrighteous who ignored him. Still, 
he preached the word God had given to him. Noble example! Potpourri:~ •• ~ •••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• i •• ~~~-·~···-·~···~~ 2'5 

'·. 
': 



Someone else may say, "Jesus told about a rich 
man and a poor beggar and also about a wasteful son 
who returned to his father's home." True! It is: also 
true that both of these accounts are a part of the gos
pel, which we are to preach. If you want to repeat 
stories, then tell these Bible stories. They do not have 
the disability of being exaggerated and fabricated. 
Preachers ought to tell only Bible stories and get ex
amples from the Holy Scriptures, unless, of course, 
they think they can improve on perfection. 

For after that in the wisdom of God the world by 
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that be
lieve. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks 
seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ cruci
fied, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God. Because the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men (1 Cor. 
1:21-25). 

Note: God approves "the foolishness of preach
ing" not "foolish preaching." 

''And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and 
to the word of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified." 
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A Call to Faith 
(continued from page 1) 

vales below let all our strength be hurled; Faith is the 
victory, we know, that overcomes the world." 

The wise Solomon, though an .apostate himself, 
said: 

For there is no remembrance of the wise more 
than of the fool for ever; seeing that which now 
is in the days to come shall all be forgotten. And 
how dieth the wise man? As the fool (Eccl. 2:16). 

Faith in God's verbally inspired, inerrant, all-suf
ficient Word is vitally needed. In spite of all efforts 
to destroy it, the Word of God is going to survive 
(Matt. 24:35). Physical force failed to wreck the 
Bible. Philosophical doubt did not annihilate sacred 
Scriptures. Darwin's evolutionary hypothesis de
stroyed the faith of millions but has not destroyed the 
Bible. 

Paul warned against following men rather than 
God (1 Cor. 1 :25). The Bible calls people to have 
faith in God. Jesus rules the universe. All rivaling 
forces are insignificant and insane. 

Today influential men of scholarship may lead 
multitudes into perdition, but the Bible will survive. 
It is a quenchless flame and an inextinguishable light. 
It burns on forever more. 

The past mirrors the future. All efforts of men to 
discredit or destroy the Word of God have failed. All 
future efforts will also fail. 

Let us issue with vigor and endurance a "call to 
faith," the faith that comes from reading, studying, 
loving, and living the precious Word of God. It is in
destructible! It secures the hearts of the young and 
gilds Jordan's wave. 
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Who Are the Sound? 
By Ed Clark 

P aul instructed Titus to "speak the things which 
befit the sound doctrine" (Titus 2: 1). Elders 
in the Lord's church must be able to "exhort 

in the sound doctrine" (Titus 1 :9). Aged men are to 
be "sound in the faith" (Titus 2:2). Paul warns in 2 
Timothy 4:3 that "the time will come when they will 
not endure the sound doctrine" but will "turn away 
their ears from the truth." 

Two words in the Greek New Testament- an 
adjective and a verb - are translated sound. These 
words refer primarily to health of body. We all under
stand what it means to have a sound body. When all 
parts of the body function according to God's law 
that governs the physical being, the body is sound; it 
is a healthy body. Still, if one fails to heed the God
given laws that govern the body, he will soon become 
unhealthy and could die. 

The word sound is used metaphorically in the 
New Testament to refer to the state of man's moral 
and religious character, and sometimes it refers to 
teaching. When a person's morals are in complete 
harmony with the gospel of Christ, he is morally 
sound. When his teaching corresponds exactly with 
the Word of God, his doctrine is healthful and sound. 
A physical body may develop abnormalities and be
come diseased and unsound. A man may "teach a dif
feren t doctrine, and consent not to sound words, 
even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Tim. 
6:3); in which case, his teaching has become unsound 
and unreliable. 

Some within the body are trying to lead the 
church away from the teaching of God's Word. There 
is a clamor for change with little regard for biblical 
truth. They pursue alteration, variation, and novelty 
in the worship and work of the church. Compromise 
with religious error is the order of the day. Can such 
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deviation and departure from truth be termed 
"sound"? 

The gospel requires each of us to "try you r own 
selves, whether ye are in the faith; prove your own 
selves, or know ye not as to your own selves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you? Unless indeed ye be reprobate" 
(2 Cor. 13 :5). 

An honest and thoughtful appraisal of self would 
help in determining who is sound. The gospel of 
Christ is the standard by which a thing is tested as to 
its soundness. Sound teaching is gospel teaching. 

Notice what Paul says of a man who teaches a dif
ferent doctrine. 

If any man teacheth a different doctrine and 
consenteth not to sound words, even the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and to the doctrine 
which is according to godliness; he is puffed up, 
knowing nothing but doting about questionings 
and disputes of words, where cometh envy, 
strife, railings, evil surmisings, wranglings of 
men corrupted in mind and bereft of the truth, 
supposing that godliness is a way of gain (1 Tim. 
6:3-5). 

Who, then, are the sound? No man can truthfully 
claim to be such while he espouses teaching that is 
not in harmony with the gospel or who compromises 
the truth in fellowshipping denominational bodies. 

Sound teaching is gospel teaching. The sound are 
those who faithfully teach the truth. May God help 
us all to "hold the pattern of sound words" and 
"speak the things that befit sound doctrine." 
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Bedford, TX 76022 
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God and Atheism 
By Bill Lockwood 

We take the above title from B.C. Johnson's 
first chapter of his manual called The 
Atheist Debater's Handbook (Prometheus 

Books, 1981). He is big on promises, even assuring 
readers that he has gleaned and preserved the "best 
arguments" from atheistic journals to destroy argu
ments made by theists for the existence of God (p. 
10). "For some time now atheists have been in need 
of firm grounds upon which to base their position. 
My handbook offers them this foundation" (ibid). 
Instead, Johnson's booklet blazes its way through a 
weary maze of self-contradiction for its readers. In 
fact, the entire scope in chapter one demands that 
atheists have nothing to prove. 

Many theists insist that it is the responsibility of 
the atheist to offer evidence justifying his lack of be
lief in God. Is the theist's demand rational? 

Mter treating us to an illustration of some who 
assert "muscular ghosts" push the earth in its orbit, 
Johnson writes, "The atheist is like a man who does 
not necessarily claim to know what makes the earth 
turn but who nevertheless does not believe that mus
cular ghosts push it." (p. 12). The primary point of 
Johnson is that the atheist believes in the existence of 
the universe; the theist believes in something extra, 
namely God, thus the theist is bound to defend more 
than the atheist. 

Johnson is an agnostic. Madelyn O'Hair insists 
an agnostic is nothing more than an atheist without 
guts. Johnson lacks the intestinal fortitude to set the 
matter straight in chapter one. Atheists have nothing 
to prove? Do they have any beliefs besides the fact 
that "the universe is fundamental"? 

In the first place, I ask, how can this "lack" be a 
firm ground upon which to base a faith? If they have 
nothing to prove, nothing to defend, then Johnson 
tells a falsehood when he describes his book as filling 
a void by "offering a foundation" or "firm ground 
upon which to base their position." According to 
Johnson, atheists have no position and need no 
ground upon which to base this paucity. So Johnson 
promises a firm foundation for emptiness. Come to 

think of it, he describes atheism quite well. 
Readers of this Prometheus-published clinker 

will, no doubt, be disgusted when they discover the 
fundamental flaw that imbues the whole. From his 
illustrations to his flat-footed statements, Johnson in
sists that atheists have nothing to affirm in this battle 
with theists. 

Regarding the universe, "The atheist, for his part, 
does not necessarily offer an explanation; he simply 
does not accept the theist's explanation" (p. 12). The 
supposition he makes is that theists have an extra be
lief, i.e., God, and are under an additional burden. 
Putting himself in the place of the believer, he says, "I 
have expressed my belief in one more thing than can 
be found in his [atheist] list of beliefs. I must justify 
this additional belief" (p. 13). 

J ohnson even pretends that atheism must "pre
vail" by default if the theist "is unable to sup
port his belief in the existence of God" (p. 14). 

He uses an example of a "friend named Frank" to il
luminate his misunderstanding here: 

I know my friend Frank is not at home precisely 
because there is no reason to believe he is at 
home. There is no noise coming from his house, 
the lights are out at a time when he is usually 
awake, his bed is empty and so forth .... The par
allel between the belief that Frank is at home and 
the belief that God exists is an exact one (p. 15). 

In response, I must say this pattern of defending 
nothing and attacking everyone else seems common 
among atheists. Evidently, they find it easier to say 
"tain't so" than to defend a particular world view. 
The truth about Johnson's friend, Frank, however, is 
that Johnson finds an empty house, discovers the 
messy rooms that Frank left, then denies that anyone 
did it. It just happened. Mr. Johnson may fool his 
own wife about his own dirty clothes in his room this 
way, but that does not work in my house. 

Johnson thinks there is no need to "justify his 
denial," but those accustomed to thinking will realize 
that his denial of God as the ultimate reality carries 
the affirmation that the ultimate reality is merely 
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matter in motion, and all things can be explained on 
this basis alone. For instance, in morals Johnson tells 
us, ''Atheists may even hold very similar moral be
liefs." But whence cometh morals if there is no God? 
Despite Johnson's denial, his world view that "the 
universe is fundamental" (i.e., natural forces are the 
only reality} and that this produces morality de
mands a defense. I might add, a much greater defense 
than any atheist can muster is needed. 

God, many atheists are better than their creed." I 
hope Johnson never discovers that his atheism 
teaches him there is no moral realm. 

The point is, of course, that from his first page of 
text where Johnson refers to the "morality" of athe
ists, he cuts the heart out of his atheism. As Francis 
Schaeffer wrote: 

If all of life is only mechanisms, if that is all there 
is, then morals do not really count. Morals be
come only a word for a sociological framework. 
Morals become a means of manipulation by soci
ety in the midst of the machine. The word 'mor
als' by this time is only a semantic connotation 
word for non-morals. What is, is right (Escape 
From Reason, p. 39). 

If matter in motion is the sole reality, one cannot 
apply moral standards to its movements. Men do 
what they are forced to do by physical pressures. As 
matter reacting to matter they have no choice but to 
act as they do. What scientist, in dealing with matter 
in motion, would apply moral standards to matter 
and expect it to act as if it were morally obligated to 
act in a certain way? Moral obligation pertains to a 
realm other than the material Games Bales, You Be
lieve, p. 16). 

As Bales points out elsewhere in the same para
graph, "If atheism is true, morality is impossible. 
This is not to say that all atheists are immoral. Thank 

Hence, though Johnson sneers that "there is no 
reason to believe" in God (p. 15-16), he himself testi
fies of God on the very first page of his booklet! 
There is a realm of morality; some things are right, 
and some are wrong; and this cannot come from 
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)I "'Na had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to assist us in our congregational singing. We have asked him back to conduct both 
a singing school and gospel meeting. Excellent!" - Carl Garner, gospel preacher, Dripping Springs, Texas 

)I "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously been received throughout the brotherhood with much enthusiasm. 1 recom
mend this singing school very highlyl"- Emanuel Daugherty, Director, West VIrginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, wv 
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To schedule your singing school write 
P.O. Box 985 • Moundsville, West Virginia 26041 
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11Behold, I Thought'' 
By Ron Chandler 

I n the Old Testament we read about a great Syrian 
commander: 
Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of 
Syria, was a great man with his master, and hon-
orable, because by him the Lord had given deliv
erance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in 
valor, but he was a leper (2 Kings 5:1). 

When this respected warrior heard that a man in 
Samaria could heal him of his disease, he quickly told 
his master. So the king of Syria wrote a letter for the 
king of Israel that said: 

Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, 
I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to 
thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy 
(2 Kings 5:6). 

Naaman departed for Samaria with the letter 
from his master in hand. He also took 10 talents of 
silver, 6,000 shekels of gold, and 10 changes of cloth
ing (2 Kings 5 :5). 

When the king of Israel received the letter, he 
was furious. He knew that he could not heal 
Naaman's leprosy, and supposed that the king of · 
Syria was seeking "a quarrel against me." 

Elisha the prophet heard what had happened; he 
sent to the king saying, "Let him come now to me, 
and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel" (2 
Kings 5:8). 

Verse nine says that Naaman took his horses and 
chariot and went to the door of Elisha's house. Elisha 
did not go out to meet the leper, though he was a cen
turion, and a mighty man. Instead, Elisha sent a mes
senger to Naaman with these simple words, "Go and 
wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come 
again to thee, and thou shalt be dean" (Kings 5:10). 

Naaman was furious. The soldier exploded. His 
pride was touched. He thought the important thing 
was his dignity. The prophet thought it was his dis
ease. The Bible brushes aside surface differences and 
goes right to the heart of things. The same hopes and 
fears are in the heart of the gentleman in his stretch 
limousine as are in the heart of the beggar in his rags. 
We all have one human heart, and we all have the 
same basic needs. Our greatest need is for cleansing. 
We can be made holy, but only when we humble our
selves under the mighty hand of God. "Trust and 

obey; ... there's no other way" The person who has 
right priorities will cheerfully and quickly obey the 
commands of the Lord: "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned" (Mark 16: 16). You must know who 
you are, where you are, and that you are to obey 
from the heart the commandments of God. "Fear 
God and keep his commandments for this is the 
whole duty of man." 

The Bible puts us all on the same level and treats 
us as sinners because that is what we are, and how 
we, therefore, ought to be treated. The gospel is a 
saving power. Do not tamper with it. You are not 
wiser than God. 

Naaman said: 
Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to 
me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord 
His God, and strike his hand over the place, and 
recover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel? May I not wash in them, and be clean? (2 
Kings 5:11-12). 

Elisha was a prophet of the Lord. He told Naa
man exactly what to do to be cured of his leprosy. He 
told him to wash in the Jordan river seven times- a 
very easy procedure. Something Naaman was fully 
capable of doing, but it wasn't what he expected. He 
had hoped for something more spectacular. 

Naaman's servants followed him and said, "My 
father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 
thing, wouldest thou not have done it? How much 
rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be 
clean?" (2 Kings 5:13). 

So many people, even today, have Namaan's 
problem. The words, "Behold, I thought" will be 
heard on every hand on the last, great day of judg
ment. God has given a specific plan of salvation. He 
has told us how we should live. He has not left us in 
the dark on how we should worship him either. His 
commands are simple. Yet for so many folks, they are 
not enough. They want something extraordinary. 

The Bible is God's Word to us. The Bible teaches 
that we are born sinless, and in our maturity we 
commit sin and fall short of God's glory (Luke 
18:16, Rom. 3:10). Men prefer the doctrine of total 
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hereditary depravity. The Bible says: "Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea
ture. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 
16:15-16). Men prefer the idea of predestination and 
foreordination. The Bible says that if we repent and 
are baptized, our sins will be forgiven (Acts 2:38). 
Men prefer salvation by faith only. The Bible says, 
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: That the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works" (2 Tim. 3:16-17), and "though we, or 
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:8). Men prefer to think 
that God speaks to them today separate and apart 
from the Bible. 

Naaman said, "Behold, I thought." Well, Naa
man, you are wrong. When anyone today makes the 
mistake of Naaman and prefers his think-so to what 
God says, the doors of mercy are closed. To receive 
spiritual gifts from God, we must do his will. 

The New Testament pattern of worship is very 
simple. Worship is an act of reverent obedience. True 
worship is not outward demonstration like swaying 
hands, stomping feet, and rolling on the floor like 
fools. True worship is abasing oneself before the 
mighty maker of all things and committing to do his 
will absolutely. 

Remember the words of Naaman's servants, "If 
the prophet had bid thee to do some great thing, 
wouldest not thou have done it?" If we had an organ 
and a choir, would you not come to worship? If we 
barked and shouted and jumped over the pews, 
would you join us? If the preacher told several one
liners and emotional stories instead of preaching 
Scripture, would you be pleased? 

Too often, men disregard the words of God be
cause they are looking for something different. All 
Naaman had to do was to go down to the Jordan and 
wash seven times. Fortunately, he finally cast aside 
his stubborn pride and wrong expectation and did as 
Elisha said. Only then was his flesh made clean. 

11214 Golden Ray 
Cypress, TX 77429 
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1995 West Coast Missions and Evangelism Workshop 
Emphasizing Marriage and the Family, Missions and Evangelism 

October 19·22 

-----------Speakers----------
Milt Beauchamp 
Monte Cox 
Vance Cox 
Robert Davis 
Garland Elkins 
Gene Ellmore 
Byron Groves 

Mike Guy 
Vincent Hawkins 
Weldon Langfield 
Mack Lyon 
Terry McCormick 
Jim Richie 
Forest Riddell 
Glover Shipp 

Friday and Saturday morning 

Tim Steed 
Tim Stegall 

Mike Swager 
J. J. Turner 

Tex Williams 
Bruce Williamson 

Mike Young 

Ladles Seminar conducted by Sherry Pollard Ed. D. 

-All day Saturday-
Marriage and Family Enrichment Seminar conducted by Steve Sikes and Rusty McLen 
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Saturday, 8:30 a.m. • 7:30p.m. 
Ares-wide Youth Rally (7th grade and above) 

under the direction of HI Jones - Beaumont, California 

-An Open Forum with Garland Elkins and D. Hershel Wilson

Yucaipa Church of Christ 
33981 Yucaipa Blvd. • Yucaipa, California 92399 • (909) 797·1919 



SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 
(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 

Joseph D. Meador, Director 

Training men to preach the Gospel since 1978! 

Parents! 
Is your son interested in preaching the Gospel? Southwest is 
an excellent choice for a real "Christian education." Here's why: 

Southwest 
• Offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training. 
• Credits are accepted at select Christian universities (up to 65 sem. hrs.). 
• Is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
• Has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. 
• Is staffed by a well-qualified and experienced Bible faculty. 
• Requires the completion of 72 Bible courses for graduation. 
• Offers one of the finest research libraries among schools of preaching. 
• Offers a multi-media library complete with CD-ROM computer system. 
• Offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Provides the Christian Woman's Studies program for students' wives. 
• Provides two years of training in expository preaching. 
• Provides two courses in debate - principles and methods. 
• Provides two years of training in biblical languages (Hebrew - Greek). 
• Provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Provides one year of practical training in research and writing. 
• Provides one year of practical training in English grammar. 
• Is fully approved to issue 1-20 forms to accepted foreign students. 
• Is tuition free- V. A. benefits- Limited scholarships available. 
• Is ready to mail you an information packet- Call or write today! 

We are dedicated to training men who will become faithful Gospel preachers, 
Bible teachers, and future leaders in the Lord's church. 

Home-schooled high school graduates are encouraged to apply! 

Alumni, friends, and prospective students of Southwest are invited to aNend the annual 
Southwest Supporters Luncheon at the Denton Lectureship -noon, Tuesday. November 14, 
at Wyatt's Cafeteria In Danton. All lectureship supporters are encouraged to attend. 
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What Came Out of Christian Jubilee '95? 
By J. E. Choate 

Much more came out of Jubilee '95 than 
what meets the eye and ear. The atten
dance was down because fewer visitors 

came, and local interest was greatly diminished. The 
Green Ridge Church of Christ was supposed to have 
co-sponsored Jubilee with Madison and did not. 
Word has circulated for sometime that the Antioch 
and Donelson churches are pulling out of Jubilee. 
Nevertheless, their "in house" preachers were on the 
program. 

The Gospel Advocate and the 21st Century Chris
tian did not have displays on the convention floor for 
the first time. Rubel Shelly did not participate in Ju
bilee because the Madison elders decided that the 
presence of Dr. Shelly would not enhance the success 
ofJubilee'95. 

Phillip Morrison, executive director, said there 
was a possibility that Jubilee could close down at the 
end of Jubilee '95 due to a rejection by formerly sup
porting churches. However, this prediction of 
Jubilee's imminent end was premature. A letter in the 
Jubilee program signed by Rubel Shelly states that 
Jubilee '96 is already in the planning stages and that 
Woodmont Hills church would sponsor the event. 

Christian Jubilee '95 

As the date of Jubilee '9 5 grew closer, there was no 
information coming from the Madison church that 
sponsored Jubilee '95. They ran no media advertise
ments. We did not see Jubilee programs. What was 
going on? Then on the eve of Jubilee '95, brief reli
gious items appeared in the Nashville newspapers 
that Christian Jubilee '95 was here. Jubilee '95 came 
off much like past Jubilees with noticeable differ
ences. Not only was attendance down, we did not see 
the faces of prominent brethren on t~e convention 
floor who had previously supported Jubilee. How
ever, little in fact had changed. 

Ray Waddle of the Tennessean wrote a brief 
analysis of a lecture of a keynote speaker, Ken 
Durham, who displayed the typical arrogant posture 
of an element of our liberal brethren that they know 
it all. He is typical of a group of preaching students 
going through our schools in the 1960s. Such names 
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as Bill Banowsky, Prentice Meador, James Vandiver, 
Jim Pounders, Bob Hendren, and Ken Durham come 
easily to mind. Not a one qualifies as a Bible scholar, 
theologian, or church historian. They majored in 
speech (communications). (We do not intend this as a 
put down of this classical academic discipline.) They 
are great talkers and calculate leaving the impression 
that they are also great thinkers. 

(It is my studied judgment that if Batsell Barrett 
Baxter were living today he would be ashamed of 
these brethren and others like them who studied un
der him in his DLC classes for the dishonor that they 
are bringing to the churches of Christ that nurtured 
them from the cradle. I went through the Vanderbilt 
School of Religion with brother Baxter and had a 
good knowledge of his unqualified rejection of mod
ern theology.) 

Ken Durham delivered a stereotyped "keynote" 
address that is the main theme of the present agendas 
of our liberal brethren to attack repeatedly the con
servative churches of Christ. The caption read -
Minister Urges Understanding Tradition. Brother 
Durham declared that "many churches of Christ are 
turning away from the fiercely old-style message of 
'turn or burn'- turn to Jesus or burn in hell,' but 
aren't sure what the message should be." 

B!!JWII SCHOOL OF 11811. . PREACHING 

"Where the old paths are sUII new" 
Spiritual preparation for the 21st century 

Study every verse of every chapter of the Bible In two years/ 
Receive up to 60 hours college-level transfer credit. 

-Faculty-
Dave Miller - Director 

Maxie B. Boren • Robert Dodson • Gary Fallis 
Tom Gaumer • Andy Kizer • Richard Massey 

Johnny Ramsey • Don Simpson • Toney Smith 
Don Walker 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667 • Bedford, Texas 76095 

(817) 268-3222 • (817) 282-6526 



1 At the conclusion of his message, he puts a spin of 
his message that he thinks will play well in Nashville: 

Churches of Christ were a part of a 19th-century 
Restoration Movement against denominational
ism, a yearning to return church teachings and 
worship to a simpler first-century pattern. For 
these churches, that means weekly communion, 
no musical instruments or choirs in worship, and 
a literal Bible among other practices. 

(Ken lettered in track at Lipscomb, and he wants 
us to watch him run for Jesus that we may reach that 
high mark of our calling using him for our pattern.) 

Outstanding Features of Jubilee '95 

What was most conspicuous about Jubilee was the 
absence of such wanton church liberals as Marvin 
Phillips, Mike Cope, Max Lucado, Rick Atchley, 
Lynn Anderson, and Jim Woodruff. What was even 
more conspicuous was the presence of schools identi
fied with churches of Christ who built them from the 
ground. Abilene Christian, David Lipscomb, Freed
Hardeman, Harding, Oklahoma Christian, and 
Faulkner universities chose to have display booths on 
the convention floor. 

What struck this writer with the greatest impact 

The 
"Core/Bull's Eye 

Gospel" 
Concept 
Refuted 

by 
-Curtis A. Cates-

THE 
"COREIBULL'SEYBGOSPEL" 

CONCEPT REFUTED 

I SHALL WI: HAVE A l 
NEW 'CULTURAL CHURCH'? 

C•rth,.._c .... 
,. .. ,._.... "r<ktteed ~ 

A~ 10 Sc.l oflbt Jo4o*Bhtw'U1Nrah 
ta eurdot• ot0r1• 

M.J ~jtcc Uoc OOWW. C:O..U.I otOor 

I have just completed the reading of the recently pub
lished book entitled The Core/Bul/'s Eye Gospel Concept Re
futed. The author of the book is Curtis A. Cates, Ed.D, who, 
some years ago, was a young, dedicated student of mine. 

To be very frank, I was/and am unprepared, and sick at 
heart, to learn of the holdings of certain prominent evangelists 
of our brethren in Christ. In my personal judgment, this book by 
brother Cates should be read by all brethren - especially el
ders and ministers - the brotherhood over. 

May all who read be moved to stand fast in the truth and 
give opposition to such dogma. 

Rex A. Turner Sr. 

CATES PUBLICATIONS 
5512 Cottonwood • Memphis, Tennessee 38115 

$4.50 plus $1.00 postage and handling 
(20% discount for orders or 10 or more copies) 

was a full page ad on the back of the Jubilee program 
that was printed "upside down" with the message -
"Come to Lipscomb and Be Prepared to Make a Dif
ference." Examples of superior achieving students 
are narrated. The present administration does not ac
knowledge they are drawing from a century old res
ervoir of good will and capital. Many Lipscomb stu
dents down the years have records of superlative 
achievements. 

The connection of DLU with the Woodmont 
Hills church and Rubel Shelly began when the church 
met for a season in the Willard Collins Auditorium. 
Dr. Shelly was a frequent guest speaker in chapel re
ceiving lavish praise from Carl McKelvey, the senior 
vice president. 

Randy Harris, Mark Black, Ted Carruth, Walt 
Leaver, Tom Seals, Mac Lynn, and Bill Goree, (DLU 
faculty and personnel) participated in Jubilee '95 . 
The DLU senior vice president, has appeared on Jubi
lee programs, and endorses the "split away" Hender
sonville Community Church of Christ. He is the 
"brain" of much of the "silly stuff" that goes on in 
DLU chapels that include the DLU high school whose 
top administrator is Richard Jones. The official DLU 
calendar (1994-1995) carried the dates of Jubilee 
'95. 

Another interesting display on the floor was 
Wineskins. The magazine is running a year behind 
schedule. A recent letter went out from Dr. Shelly 
begging for money to keep afloat. He stated the 
magazine has 13,000 paid subscribers. Is Dr. Shelly 
telling us that with that number of subscribers and 
the paid advertisements that Wineskins is in trouble? 
So whatever is done, the main thing is to watch Wine
skins. As Wineskins goes, so goes Dr. Shelly. 

Summary Appraisal 

We now await the expected coming of Jubilee 1996. 
Also they make us to wonder just how much further 
down the road of "self destruction" Rubel Shelly must 
go before they recognize that he belongs in the ranks 
of Jesse B. Ferguson, Leroy Garrett, and Don Finto. 
The gullibility of Shelly's supporters amazes us. 

In anticipation of writing this article and since 
Dr. Shelly has become the chief spokesman for Jubi
lee '96, I listened carefully to the taped words of Dr. 
Shelly spoken to a gathering of men in a recent 
Woodmont Hills Retreat. He defends Jubilee and 
Wineskins and ridicules anyone who does not. The 
major common denominator of his remarks was the 
usual demeaning and scurrilous attacks that the 
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"change agents" commonly make against the conser
vative churches of Christ. 

This included a personal and vicious attack on 
Foy E. Wallace Jr., who is the scapegoat for all the 
problems in churches of Christ since the 1930s. They 
make the accusation that brother Wallace fomented 
strife and division in the churches when he was the 
editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

It is unfortunate for Dr. Shelly that he cited Dr. 
Robert Hooper as the source of his documentation. 
Hooper was the first to castigate brother Wallace in 
this context. He also pictured Marshall Keeble as a 
groveling "Uncle Tom" in his book, A Distinct 
People. 

Dr. Hooper is not a reliable Restoration historian 
by any accepted standards of historical scholarship. 
He is prone to blindside the facts of church history 
due to a disposition to create historical fiction to fit 
some hypothesis that he entertains. The result is the 
distribution of more disinformation. Dr. Hooper was 
DLU chairman of the history department. He is now 
a Woodmont Hills elder. 

A Personal Note to the Readers 

The Firm Foundation printed my article in the May 
1994 issue titled "The Christian Jubilee Inc." Phillip 
Morrison wrote a harsh letter with the accusation 
that I had misrepresented Jubilee as a calculated liar 
or had done so out of ignorance. During the 21st 
Christian luncheon just before Jubilee, Phillip 
Morrison, Rubel Shelly, and other Woodmont Hills 
members were present when they handed out the Ju
bilee programs. There was included a "Jubilee Fact 
Sheet" in which they accused me with spreading 
"nine lies" about Jubilee. 

Willard Collins played a major role in promoting 
Dr. Shelly and appointing him to head, in the year of 
my retirement, my philosophy classes which I taught 
for 25 years. This gave me a year to work up close 
with Dr. Shelly. Our personal and professional asso
ciations were congenial. Dr. Shelly resigned his post 
at the end of the school year, and his request to re
turn to the faculty was denied. 

Brother Collins disavowed Rubel Shelly and Jubi
lee in a sermon that he preached to the churches in 
South Atlanta. He gave permission for his remarks to 
be made public property. His statement has been 
widely circulated throughout the brotherhood. He 
said in essence that he had come to regret that he had 
brought Dr. Shelly to Lipscomb, and he gave detailed 
reasons. Brother Collins went on to reject Jubilee and 
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stated that he could not endorse it. 
A long-standing friend of mine who attends the 

Woodmont Hills church thought that Rubel and I 
could address our differences and resolve whatever 
problems that he thought existed. We did meet for 
two hours, and there is no taped recording of what 
we said. The atmosphere was friendly and cordial. 
Our friend understood that Dr. Shelly and I were 
running on separate tracks headed in opposite direc
tions. 

Dr. Shelly is a major spokesman for the liberals in 
churches of Christ. It is my sole objective to remain 
committed to the biblical principle that the church 
was founded by Jesus Christ on Pentecost A.D. 33 
and did not begin as a sect on the American frontier. 

3714'/z Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 

Fp 

Southwest 
School of Bible Studies 

and Graduate School of Bible 
Austin, Texas 

is pleased to announce 

Eddie Whitten --will be our visiting 

Southwest Lecturer 

during the first quarter 

Special Studies Seminar 
October 27,1995 

9:00a.m. 

on the topic 
11A History 

of the Restoration Movement 
in America" 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
-Joseph D. Meador, Director-

89oo Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748 
{512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 



Church Growth: Real and Imaginary 
By George F. Beals 

Whether church growth is real or unreal de
pends on whether it is scriptural or un
scriptural. Growth here means increase in 

number. "Church," according to the New Testament, 
is the saved (Eph 5:23 ). If the number of saved 
people in a local church increases, there is growth. 

However, if the number of people, but not the 
number of saved people increases, there is growth in 
the local congregation, but not church growth. We 
should seek church growth and not be fooled by con
gregational swelling. 

Seek 
Jesus came to seek and save sinners (1 Tim 1:15). 
God wants all to be saved (1 Tim 2:4-5). So, to be 
Christ-like and God-like, we must seek growth. We 
should want this both for ourselves and for everyone 
else. This requires us to be positive by expressing the 
saving truth and negative by opposing error .. Only by 
engaging in both this positive and this negative can it 
be correctly said that we seek scriptural (actual, real) 
church growth. 

Resist 
There are several ways unreal church growth can oc
cur. Here are some of them: 

First: It occurs in a church whose members have 
not followed the Bible plan of salvation, and then 
more of the same are added to this number. This re
sults in denominational churches. There are at least 
two sins here: It is sinful for a person not to be saved. 
This is the case because such violates requirements 
like Acts 2:3 8, and this fits the biblical description of 
sin (1 John 3:4); those who obey not the gospel are 
lost because of their sins (2 Thess. 1:8). On the same 
basis, it is sinful to encourage or support others in 
following a plan which results in more unsaved 
people. Following and promoting the Bible plan of 
salvation puts one at odds with this kind of "church 
·growth." 

Second: It occurs in a church whose members 
have followed the Bible plan of salvation, but accept 
as members those who have not. The issue of re-bap
tism is relevant here. For example: if a church accepts 

as Christians those who have not been correctly bap
tized, they commit the sin of encouraging others to 
follow a plan that results in unsaved people thinking 
they are approved. Numerical growth has occurred, 
but there is no conversion (growth). Those in the 
congregation who have been scripturally baptized 
need to revisit passages dealing with the Bible plan of 
salvation. 

Third: It occurs in a church which accepts as 
members only those who have followed the Bible 
plan of salvation, but who choose to ignore some 
biblical truths after baptism. Such "freedom" attracts 
some brethren and, as a consequence, the congrega
tion may grow in numbers. If there is such growth, 
it is due, at least in part, to ignoring essentials after 
baptism. This might include accepting into fel
lowship those who have been scripturally disfel
lowshipped by another congregation. It includes 
violating 1 Timothy 5:21. It includes allowing the 
doctrine that Bible silence permits us to violate 
Colossians 3: 17. 

Salvation Is BeHer 
It is better to be in a saved group of eight than an 
unsaved group of thousands (1 Pet. 3 :20). Of course, 
the higher the number of saved the better. We should 
work toward that end. 

This requires us never, ever to seek unity and 
numbers first, and saving truth second. Otherwise, 
we glory in numbers in this life only and, at the end, 
wind up having contributed to the devil's fire. 

2545 Madrono 
Ann Arbor, M1 48103 
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Houseparents Needed 
Spiritually mature Christian couples 

interested in becoming 
Houseparents 

-Medina Children's Home
Route 16, Box 75 • Medina, TX 78055 

Phone (512) 589-2871 
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This Jesus ••• 
By R. L. Popeioy 

A great classic hymn reads, "Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, 
sweetest name I know, fills my every longing, 
keeps me singing as I go." The name of Jesus 

is the foremost name throughout the world and all 
the generations of men. This name recalls the most 
sublime thoughts and the most steadfast of purpose. 
By the power of this name, man has conquered many 
foes and put to flight enemies of decent things. 

Make no mistake. The name of Jesus gives virtue. 
It is not the calling of the name with the voice that 
confers power, but the sacrifice of the one who wore 
it and the character of the caller that gives it force 
(Acts 2:32; Matt. 7:21-23). 

This Jesus set the pattern for the Christian life 
(1 Pet. 2:21). By word and deed he is the paradigm of 
our service towards God and our fellow man (Luke 
2:49; 22:42; John 15:13). By word and deed he is 
the prototype of humility and sacrifice (Phil. 2:5-11; 
John 3:16). By word and deed he is the norm con
cerning the things both loved and hated (Rev. 2:15; 
Prov. 6:16-19). His great love for God necessitated 
his hatred of all things which were antithetic to that 
love. By word and deed he is the criterion of our con
cern for the lost (Luke 19:10; Matt. 28:19). 

Although throughout the New Testament in
spired writers give Jesus many titles, it is this name 
that is most prominent in the Gospels. More than 
600 times the gospel writers use the name, Jesus. 

The name Jesus bears his humanity and his deity. 
His humanity was shown by his being "born of a 
woman" (Gal. 4:4; Matt. 1:21a, 23a). The common
ality of the name during this time suggests his hu
manity (Acts 13:6; Col. 4:11). According to the his
torian, Josephus, there were at least five High Priests 
named Jesus. If ever there was any sublime thought 
in the name, it rests not in the human .but in the di
vine. In Matthew chapter one, where the name is 
given, Jesus is more than the son of David. He is also 
and especially the Son of God, "for that which is con
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost" (Matt. 1 :20). An
other reason the name is so precious is, "He shall 
save his people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21). 

Jesus was not a mythological creature of the 
apostles' imagination. He was a historical man who 
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lived and breathed in the flesh during the first cen
tury. Evidence even from his enemies proves his 
fleshly existence. Many biblical passages call Jesus a 
man. Three Greek words are important concerning 
this Jesus: (1) He was a man in the sense of aner 
Uohn 1:30; Acts 2:22). (2) Jesus was a man in the 
sense of anthropos Uohn 4:29; 19:5). This word 
identifies Jesus as a member of the human race, a 
man rather than a beast or bird. (3) Jesus was a man 
in the sense of sarx Uohn 1:14). This word refers to 
Jesus participation in flesh and blood (incarnate). He 
had a physical form. 

Like any wholesome doctrine, there come those 
who wrest it to their own destruction (2 Pet. 
3: 16). The teaching of the incarnation of 

Jesus is not without its twisters. William Barclay, who 
died in January 1978, and was for many years profes
sor of Divinity and Biblical Criticism at Glasgow Uni
versity in Scotland, published Jesus As They Saw 
Him. In this book he wrote of Jesus, "To put it at its 
simplest, this Christology says that Jesus was a man, 
who proved himself to be so fit a weapon for the pur
poses of God that God uniquely equipped him and 
uniquely entered him, thereby adopting him as his 
Son" (p. 16). They call this view of Jesus, Adoptionist 
Christology. It is false. This was William Barclay's 
doctrine. 

If there is a false doctrine in the religious world, 
our brethren will begin to clamor to it. Terry Rush in 
his book, The Holy Spirit Makes No Earthly Sense, 
advocates Adoptionist Christology. Andre Resner, a 
professor at Abilene Christian University, denied the 
virgin conception/birth of Jesus. If Mr. Resner holds 
to the deity of Jesus at all, he must hold to some form 
of this adoptionist heresy. 

Brethren, may we with one accord reject the false 
doctrine of Adoptionist Christology. Let us lift our 
hearts high, make our voices convincing and our ven
tures earnest in the clearest of praise for "Jesus! The 
name that charms our fear, That bids our sorrows 
cease; 'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 'Tis life, and 
health, and peace." P. 0. Box 72 

Avery. TX 75554 
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The Man in the Pew Can Do It 
By E. Leon Smith 

T he church is possibly faced with the greatest 
opportunity of modern times. Brethren who 
have recently returned from Eastern Europe, 

Russia in particular, say that people will make ap
pointments and wait for opportunities to study the 
Bible, and they will stand in line for hours to obtain a 
copy of God's Word. One church in the Ukraine in
creased from less than 10 to 100 in attendance over a 
period of three weeks. 

"The harvest is plenteous, but the laborers are 
few." Who will go and take the message of hope to 
these hopeless people? 

The man in the pew can do it! 
Business men, painters, mechanics, construction 

workers, retired people, or factory workers can take 
their vacations or a leave of absence to go teach and 
preach the gospel. Retired couples could go and stay 
as long as practical. 

It would be helpful to these people if you did no 
more than study a correspondence course with them 
line by line. That would teach them much more than 
they know now. Many souls have been saved by way 
of a correspondence course. It would multiply its ef
fects many times over if someone were there to pro
vide a little guidance. 

It could be possible to establish a church and see 
it make significant progress in a short period of time. 
One could go back and work with the same church 
year after year. The possibilities are endless. 

I plead with you in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Please try it! Take one trip just to see if it could work. 

The man in the pew can do it! 
Robert Morris who owns Big John's Bar-B-Que 

in Lawrenceburg, Tenn., has made about 10 trips to 
India to preach the gospel. T.]. Hughes who is in the 
tool and die and stamping business in Lawrenceburg, 
Tenn., has made more than 10 trips to India. Also 
Terry Taylor, who lays brick for a living, has made 
several trips to India. 

About 20 people from Lawrence County, Tenn., 
have made trips to India to preach the gospel. 
We need more trained laborers to take the mes
sage that fills these hungry people. But we cannot 

wait for people to be trained. Let us 
do what we can with what we have. 
We can do in Russia and Eastern Eu
rope what these people have done 
for India. 

The man in the pew can do it! 
How long will this opportunity 

be available? Only God knows. But 
we know this much "Work while it Rod Rutherford 

' 
is day, the night comes when no man can work." 

The man in the pew can do it! 
Elders, tell your people that you will send if they 

will go. Men, women, and couples, tell your elders 
that you will go if they will send. If you are able to 
finance your own trip, go for it! 

If you are willing to go or send someone to this 
work, please contact me. I will put you in touch with 
someone who will help work out the details and put 
you in a group of others who are going. 

Daniel Whitworth recently said that we need a 
vast army to rise up and seize this vast opportunity. 
The Lord has such an army. You can find it in the 
pews across our land. 

Will you volunteer today! 
P. 0 . Box IBS 

Florence, AL 35630 
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Would You Support This Teaching? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

A preacher and a missionary presented the fol
lowing views, which were recorded when he 
spoke to a large congregation in Georgia in 

February 1994: 
1. The "return of Christ is imminent." The "immi

nent return and end of the world" have not been 
taught by us in the last two decades. 

2. We have been intimidated not to teach on the 
"end" of all things by those "like Foy E. Wallace 
- God bless his soul wherever he is." 

3. Gospel preachers were castigated by calling 
them "hell and damnation preachers of the '40s 
and '50s." 

4. "We have stopped believing that God talked 
with us." 

5. The meaning of salvation "is not singing with-
out an instrument." 

6. "I love to fellowship everybody." 
7. We have "lost the use of the Holy Spirit." 
8. "I don't think God has rejected the church -

any church. He wants to restore all churches. 
He hasn't written off the Christian world." 

9. We do not restore the New Testament church 
but "the will of God as set forth in the Bible." 

10. Sarcastically he spoke of "church of Christ pas
sages of the New Testament." 

11. Only that is essential which is a clear statement 
-"black on white." He said making deductions 
using passages is not an essential. 

12. He illustrated a group worshiping together who 
were Christian Church, Plymouth Brethren, and 
a charismatic group. They would argue about 
instrumental music, the frequency of the Lord's 
Supper, etc. He said they would argue about 
things not essential. 

13. "I know Jesus is coming soon." 
14. The essentials are neglected, and we have con

centrated on minor and peripheral things. We 
are divided on things on "what nobody knows 
based on human deductions." We have no right 
to condemn the rest of the world on what we 
deduce. 

15. "The name, Church of Christ, is becoming an 
embarrassment." 
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16. We "have already become and settled into a de
nominational framework." 

17. When one is converted, we then teach him 
"how to hate everyone else; teach him every 
thing that is wrong with everybody else." 

18. He stressed the "power of the Holy Spirit to 
convict us" and to give us strength. "Where is 
the freedom in the Spirit we have?" 

19. "Churches of Christ have become legalistic." We 
cannot "buy His favor by our works." We cannot 
buy God off "by doing anything for Him." We 
are "not saved by keeping commandments." 

20. "We are not preaching the church of Christ. Our 
message is not the church." We are not to con
vert people to baptism, the Lord's Supper, and 
non-instrumental music because these are "the 
by-products, not the message." 

21. What the church does is often criticized and 
held up for ridicule. The church is bashed. 

22. The "base essentials for me": oneness of God; 
Word of God; reconciliation through Jesus 
Christ; the world will end and the Messiah will 
come again; morality and spiritual life super
sedes doctrine and religious practices. Then he 
adds, "The rest is negotiable." 

23. "None knows all the truth. We are seekers." 
24. The church of Christ now is in a crisis. "We don't 

know who we are and where we are going. 
25. There is no command against the use of instru

mental music. The reason it is not to be used is 
"purely cultural." The synagogue worship that 
is the model for worship in the church did not 
have instrumental music. So, the culture would 
determine the use or non-use in the worship. 

Would you want your children and the congregation 
where you worship to hear the above teaching? 
Would you want to support a missionary who holds 
these and similar views? 

Mter listening to the taped messages of the mis
sionary for several hours, I make this assessment: He 
is a very intelligent, well-read, clever speaker. He has 
what may be a general knowledge of the Bible. He 
declares his desire to believe and teach the truth, but 
his angry rejection of the church is clear by various 



allegations he makes. He referred to instrumental mu
sic and although he would not use it, he might not 
oppose others doing so. He is in the camp of the 
"changers" who want fellowship with evangelicals; he 
believes in the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to 
guide us in a special way; he exalts Christ but lowers 
(and demeans) the church; he emphasizes grace versus 
obeying the commandments of the gospel; and he be
lieves instrumental music is a cultural issue and not an 

essential. Also, he holds some millennial views, 
which include the "imminent return of Christ." 

He and others are leading the brotherhood to ac
cept these and other changes. What has been subtle 
and gradual in the past has now become brash and 
sudden. What will be the destiny of this generation 
of the Lord's church? 

372 Mill St. 
Henderson, 'IN 38340 
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I Forgot 
By Guss Eoff 

T hree young men knocked at my door and in
vited me to attend a meeting at Victory 
Temple. They were polite, so I decided to go. 

It might be interesting to hear the evangelist from 
Vietnam. The printed invitation said, "Healing-Deliv
erance, Jesus is Lord; Need a miracle? Come and ex
perience the power of God." 

I attended such a meeting in Colusa, California, in 
1945. Claude Guild was preaching in a meeting, and I 
was leading the singing. A young lady came every 
night to our meeting and invited me to attend where 
her father was preaching. 

A brother and I went to the meeting. We sat at the 
back of the auditorium and listened. A young man who 
was ordained to preach that night preached a sermon. 

When the service was over, the young man met 
me at the door and asked what I thought of his ser
mon. I opened my Bible and showed him where he 
had preached several things different from the Bible. 

There were 30 or 35 Pentecostal preachers there. 
Immediately I was surrounded. Three or four at a 
time would ask me questions. I could not answer one 
before another would shout out a question. I asked 
them to let me answer one question at a time. 

I answered about three or four questions, when a 
woman began shouting in an "unknown" tongue. She 
got in my face. Her arms were raised; she was jump
ing up and down. I gently pushed her out of my face. 

One of the preachers began to shout, "God said to 
cast them out!" Two big men grabbed me and pulled 
me toward the door. I did not resist. When we got to 
the door, they threw me down the steps. I hit the 
ground. It had rained that afternoon, and I landed on 
my stomach and hands. I was covered with mud. 

I had two suits. The one I was wearing was covered 

with mud. Only my pride was hurt, so I got my suit 
cleaned; my sweet wife washed the rest of my clothes. 
After getting cleaned up, my wife and I prayed that 
those misguided souls might learn the truth. 

Friday night, as I started to the Victory Temple, 
my wife said, "Honey, please be careful." 

Three or four young ladies welcomed me. A 
young man asked me to fill out a card. Music started. 
Instruments were so loud it hurt my ears. Everyone 
stood and clapped; some danced up and down the 
aisles. Hands were raised, and bodies began to sway. 
More danced and skipped all around the building. 

The song was in Tex-Mex. I could not under
stand a word. The only thing I was sure of was they 
repeated over and over the same thing. 

Mter 15 minutes, I sat down. I was quiet and 
mannerly. I didn't once say a word. This pandemo
nium continued for almost an hour. 

Someone hit me on the head. I was not hurt, but 
my hair was messed up. 

I saw a women lying on the floor. 
The deafening music continued as well as the 

skipping and dancing in the aisles. The clapping of 
hands continued with the shouting. Hands clapped 
so dose to the back of my head, I felt the air on my 
hair and ears. I was targeted and needed to get out. 

I walked to the door. A young man asked if I was 
leaving, I told him I came to hear the preacher. I had 
my Bible and was willing to listen. I wanted to see 
the miracles. 

These poor souls were given to emotionalism. 
There is no Bible authority for such actions. It was 
savagery in the name of religion. I once saw emo
tionalism in the heathens of Africa, and the same 
deplorable thing in the Fiji Islands, Thailand, Indo-
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nesia, and India. 
Pentecostals have no authority from the Bible. It 

is ignorance of truth that leads to such ungodly ac
tions. Truth makes us free from pagan worship 0 ohn 
8:32). The Word of God is truth Qohn 17:17). Noth• 
ing in the New Testament teaches Christians to wor
ship in such heathen ways; they are told to worship 
in spirit and truth Qohn 4:24). 

What a horrible thing to see some brethren going 
away from truth into heathen emotionalism- young 
people clapping hands, dancing, and swaying with 
emotional shouting. 

God help us, brethren, to get back to the truth 
and worship God with. intellect and not just emotion. 

221 Texas St. 

Christian Apologetics 
By Mark Copeland 

I. Introduction. 

Mathis~~ TX 78368 
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A. In 1 Peter 3:15, all Christians are commanded to be ready to make a "defense" for the reason of their 
hope in Christ. 
1. The word "defense" is from apologia, which means "a speech in defense of what one has done, or 

of truth which one believes." 
2. The formal use of the word is found in Acts 22:1; 1 Corinthians 9:3. 

B. Peter, however, uses the word in the context of an informal inquiry by a friend or neighbor. 
1. Someone asking, "Why are you a Christian?" 
2. Peter says we should be ready to give reasons why we believe. 

C. In this series of lessons on Christian Apologetics, we shall examine some of the evidence that exists for 
placing one's faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 

D. In doing so, I hope to accomplish two objectives: 
1. To strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ. . 
2. To help prepare ourselves to be able to do the very thing enjoined by Peter in 1 Peter 3: 15. 
3. In this lesson I wish to establish some basics for Christian Apologetics that are important to realize. 

II. The Christian faith is an intelligent, rational faith. 
A. It appeals to the mind as well as to the heart. 

1. God expects us to use our minds (Matt. 22:36-38; John 8:32). 
a. We do not need to commit intellectual suicide to have faith. 
b. One person said, "My heart cannot rejoice in what my mind rejects." 

(1) Weak faith may result in the heart trying to believe something the mind cannot accept. 
(2) The strong faith God requires involves both the mind and the heart. 

2. It is important that we present reasons why we believe in an intelligent and r~tional manner. 
3. "We cannot pander to man's intellectual arrogance, but we must cater to his intellectual integrity" 

(Paul Little). 
B. Can we offer 100 percent proof? 

1. There is virtually nothing in which we can be 100 percent sure (for example, who our parents are). 
2. Yet, we often make 100 percent commitments with less than 100 percent proof; flying on an air

plane, for example. 
a. We cannot be 100 percent cert.ain we will have a safe journey. 
b. The statistical evidence is strong enough to convince us we will be safe. 
c. So, though we may not have 100 percent certainty of arriving safely, when we step into the plane 

we make a 100 percent commitment. 
3. The question is: Is there enough .evidence or proof of the Chris~ian system to warrant making a 100 

percent commitment to Christ? 
a. I believe there is such strong evidence. 
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b. There is enough evidence to commit 100 percent for him, rather than 100 percent against him. 
(1) There is no alternative (Matt. 12:30). 
(2) Jesus is like an airplane; either we get on board totally, or we get left behind. 

III. The Christian faith is a historical, factual faith. 
A. Christianity appeals to history and to the facts of history. 

1. "The facts backing the Christian claim are not a special kind of 'religious' fact. They are the cogni
tive, informational facts upon which all historical, legal, and ordinary decisions are based" (Charles 
Pinnock). 

2. It will be my purpose in future lessons to: 
a. Present these historical facts. 
b. Demonstrate that the Christian interpretation is more logical than any other. 

B. To briefly illustrate that Christianity is based upon historical facts consider Luke 2:1-5; 3:1-2. Notice 
the appeal to time, places, people, and events that actually existed in history. 

C. The Christian faith, therefore, is a historical faith that appeals to certain facts of historical occurrence. 
1. Not a philosophical faith appealing only to human philosophies. 
2. Not a faith based on myths and legends. 

Iv. The Christian faith is an objective faith. 
A. It is faith in an object: Jesus of Nazareth. 

1. Faith in who he was: The Christ and the Son of God. 
2. Faith in what he did: He rose from the dead on the third day. 

B. It does make a difference what we believe. 
1. The old cliche, "It doesn't matter what you believe, as long as you believe something," is inconsis

tent with Christian faith. 
2. Consider John 8:24; Romans 10:9. 

a. It is not faith in and of itself that is important. 
b. It is faith in whom our trust is based. 

V. The Christian faith is based on principles of truth. 
A. Truth is always open to examination. 

1. So is the Christian faith. 
a. See Acts 2:22- Peter appealed to the people to examine what they knew. 
b. See Acts 26:24-26- Paul invited Agrippa to examine the evidence. 

2. Unlike some religions (especially Jehovah's Witnesses and the Mormons), the Christian faith is 
open to honest examination. 

B. Truth is open to be proven wrong. 
1. Illustration: If you do not believe Jesus rose from the dead, use available evidence to prove that he 

was not raised from the dead. 
2. This will show which interpretation of the facts is logical (intelligent and rational). 

VI. Why people reject Christ. 
A. Ignorance Uohn 7:40-43). 

1. Some rejected Jesus as the Christ because they were ignorant of the historical facts concerning his 
birth. 

2. Lack of accurate information causes unbelief. 
B. Pride Qohn 12:42-43). 

1. Desire to be approved by men kept them from confessing Jesus is Christ. 
2. Many cannot stand the ridicule or rejection that may come from following Christ. 

C. Moral problem ijohn 3:19-20). 
1. Some reject Jesus because accepting him would mean changing their life. 
2. Many people, in an effort, to justify their immorality, accept only that teaching which supports their 

theories, allowing them to continue their lifestyle unchanged. 1537 Jason St. 
Kissimmee. FL 34744 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

The Sin of Procrastination 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Who among us has not intended to do a 
good deed only to slip it to tomorrow's 
list of things to do? Webster defines pro

crastination this way: "to put off from day to day; to 
defer; postpone." 

The foolish virgins are a prime example of delay 
and its disastrous results. They had the same amount 
of time and many opportunities to prepare for the 
marriage as did the wise virgins, but they put it off 
like we often do. Perhaps they reasoned that there 
was still plenty of time. Nevertheless, when the 
bridegroom came, they were not prepared to enter 
and they missed the marriage (Matt. 25:1-13 ). 

Redeeming the time is difficult. We need to learn 
better how to delineate between the important and 
the good. Sometimes the choice is between the moral 
and the bad. We would do well to learn how to bud
get our time just like we budget our money. It is a 
sobering thought to realize that God will bring us to 
account for our use of time. 

The wise man of Ecclesiastes declares, "Whatso
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might" 
(Ecc. 9:10). He further declares, "To every thing 
there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven" (Ecc. 3 : 1). We must plan our work and 
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work our plan, if we would accom
plish the greatest good. 

One of the contributing factors 
to the success of the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem's wall in Nehemiah's day 
was "the people had a mind to work" 
(Neh. 4:6b). They viewed the task, 
went to work, and stayed with the 
job until it was completed. That is one secret of suc
cess. It involves breaking the bond of procrastination. 

Many a good program of work has stalled into 
failure. We mean to "get started," but we never get 
around to it. Or the program is instigated but falters 
because those who pledge to participate never "find 
time" to support it. We must "take time to be holy." 

How many of us intend to break a bad habit, but 
... How many of us intend to express appreciation 
and love for our families, but ... How many of us in
tend to be more dedicated to the work of the church, 
but ... How many of us intend to be more regular in 
our attendance, but ... How many of us intend to live 
a more upright life, but ... How many of us intend to 
visit the sick or the shut-in, but ... How many of us 
mean to right that wrong or mend a rift with our 
brother or sister, but .. . 

Our days are filled with good intentions that go 
unfulfilled. Good intentions are not the same as good 
works. 

We are here on this earth for but a short time at 
best. And how the time does fly! "When as a child I 
laughed and slept - time crept! When as a youth I 
dreamt and talked- time walked! When I became a 
full-grown man- time ran! When older still I daily 
grew - time flew! Soon I shall find in traveling on
time is gone!" 

May we each one learn to get our priorities in 
order and be more diligent in attending to our 
Father's business. Let us work while it is day, for the 
night cometh when no man can work. 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, TN 38063 
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(Editor's note: Sister Cathrine Mills recently wrote to express her sorrow over having to leave a congregation 
after 40 years of faithful service. She mentioned that it wrenches the heart to be forced out of a church you have 
sacrificed to build because it is drifting away from basic Bible doctrine.) 

The Spirit, like Vapor, 
Quickly Vanishes 

By Cathrine Mills 

Moments after the fire and brimstone ser
mon, the words and admonitions that 
made you feel quite numb, and for a brief 

moment was shared, the plight of the sinful soul; the 
fate of all laid bare. 

We sat motionless, just inches apart from one an
other: we say the final sacred prayer, and we sing the 
dismissal hymn, then, we all stand, but we are mak
ing a few adjustments: we put blindfolds and shutters 
in place as the last words of the closing song are ut
tered. 

Hastily, there is a rush for the exit; no time to 
tarry, unless a known cohort detains you with a bit of 
juicy gossip ... "Did you know?" ... This conversation 
is not to be interrupted, except, of course, by mutual 
consent. 

In the meantime, visitors are left to wander 
about, unless they happen to be someone of renown 
or splendidly attired. 

The beautiful songs, the words of praise, the true 
value of the sermon just presented, all lost, all too 
soon. 

No time now for a warm exchange of mutual 
spiritual bonding, but rather the full concentration 
on the "Time Clock," set precisely for the "Rose 
Bowl," the "tee off," the best waves for surfing; cin
ema, or bridge, anyone? 

Wanderlust takes hold. "Let's get out of here." 
"He went past the time, again." "We're gonna be 
late." 
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And we call this worship in spirit and in truth? It 
grieves the observer sorely and causes him to ponder, 
to wonder. 

God has given us this time to learn how to re
deem the time, to save ourselves and others. He is so 
merciful, in allowing us years and years without re
proach for our waywardness, but as it is written, one 
day it will come to an end. Time will be no more. 
What then ? What then? 31 1 Pine Song Dr. 

Castleberry, FL 32707 
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-The Commission-
uPreach the gospel to every creature" 

- The Challenge-
5.6 billion people in the world 

and only a few hundred missionaries. 
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Potpourri.: . . 

I t rewards our efforts and does our heart good to 
open the mail and read such things as: "We 
read every issue of the Firm Foundation from 

cover to cover and are thankful for your diligent ef
forts. . .. Please renew my subscription for the next 
two years. I had decided I couldn't afford it, but now 
have decided I cannot afford to be without it. . .. 
Please enter my subscription for an initial period of 
two years. . .. I have received the Firm Foundation 
since the early thirties and expect to get it for the rest 
of my life .... My brother is 49 years old today. I can 
think of no finer present than a subscription to the 
Firm Foundation." 

Every word of encouragement is needed and 
much appreciated. God bless our readers, one and 
all. 

News -But Not Good 
OThe Tulsa World's reporter, Carolyn Jenkins, 

Uuly 27, 1995) in an article entitled "Congregation 
Severs Ties With Church of Christ" said: ''A once
prestigious south Tulsa church has voted to renounce 
the Church of Christ doctrine, which, among other 
things, bans instrumental music in worship and limits 
church offices to men. Founded in 1978, Southern 
Hills Church of Christ, 5150 East 101st St .... voted 
to sever ties with the Church of Christ theology and 
become an independent congregation. . . . It will be 
called Southern Hills Church." 

(Editor's comment: There is no such thing as 
church of Christ doctrine or church of Christ theology. 
We have no creed but Christ and no doctrine but the 
New Testament. Ignorance on this point may have 
caused the Southern Hills folks to make a blunder. 
Instrumental music in worship and women preachers 
and elders broke the tie that binds. As liberalism con
tinues to sweep through the church from such forums 
as the one conducted at Abilene Christian University 
this past November and bolstered by misguided pro
fessors, look for more of the same. We make no com
plaint. We are convinced that if the idea of speaking 
where the Bible speaks and being silent where the 
Bible is silent cannot be honored, departure is appro
priate. Sad, but appropriate.) 

Storytelling 
OJean de La Bruyere (French writer and moral

ist) once said, "One mark of a second-rate mind is to 
be always telling stories." 

GoodNews 
OGerald and Ann Nichols of Springfield, Mo., 

sent word that the Romania church in Oradea is lay
ing groundwork for a new building. This congrega
tion conducted 170 Bible studies in July with one 
baptism. The church in Timisorara, Romania, had 
four baptism in a just-concluded four-week campaign 
of preaching and teaching. Good work! 

Quotation 
fl"lt's better to be boldly decisive and risk being 

wrong than to agonize at length and be right too 
late." A Bible writer put it this way, "A word fitly spo
ken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver" (Prov. 
25: 11). And "contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once for all delivered unto the saints" Uude 3). 
And "set for the defense of the gospel" (Phil. 1: 17). 
And "be ready to give an answer to every man that 
asketh thee a reason for the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 3: 15). 

Amen 
O"Don't you believe that if every kid in every dif

ficult neighborhood in America were in a religious 
institution on weekends ... don't you really believe 
that the drug rate, ... crime rate, ... violence rate, the 
sense of self-destruction would go way down and the 
quality and character of this country would go way 
up?" (Bill Clinton, quoted in Knight Ridder News). 

Postmodern 
If john Leo in an article titled "True Lies vs. Total 

Recall" (U.S. News and World Report, Aug. 7, 1995) 
discusses the philosophy of what is called Post
modernism. He wrote: 

In the postmodern, post everything world view, 
there is no objectivity or truth. Everything is 
relative. Nothing is better or truer than anything 
else .... As some of Shalit's classmates might say, 
these ideas 'have purchase' because they are 
strongly felt. Who cares if they are true?' What's 
truth anyway? 
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Leo was writing about political concerns, but his 
words apply equally to some present-day religious 
philosophy. 

Terra Incognita 
$Washington, D.C.: Expert advice in the Clinton 

era as described by the Milwaukee Journal: ''Actress 
Kate Mulgrew, star of Star Trek and Voyager, was in
vited to the White House for an 'issues briefing' tout
ing women's achievements in science." 

$Jerusalem: Traditional religious values in ac
tion, as described by the Associated Press: "Rabbis 
have ruled a couple's 1982 marriage unlawful be
cause of a sin committed by the wife's family 2,500 
years ago." 

OSan Francisco: Religion in the postmodern age, 
as described by the Washington Post: "San Francisco 
New Agers have been worshiping a four-foot-high 
abandoned parking barrier that resembles Shiva 
Linga, a symbol of the powers of the god of destruc
tion." 

$Washington, D.C.: Constructive advice from 
the federal government reported in the Detroit 
News: "After researching ways to redesign five-gal
lon buckets to prevent infants from climbing into 
them and drowning, the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission recommended that manufacturers pro
duce buckets that leak. 

@Hackensack, N.J.: Racial justice in the Garden 
State, as described by the New York Times: "An entire 
Montclair State University fraternity was required to 
perform 150 man-hours of community service after a 
member hung his Confederate flag over their sign in 
the student cafeteria. 

Homos Again 
OThe Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

has followed the recommendation of an 11-member 
consulting panel and decided not to release a human 
sexuality statement. The panel, Task Force on Hu
man Sexuality, submitted in 1989 a first draft which 
included the words "open affirmation of gay and les
bian persons and their mutually loving, just, commit
ted relationship of fidelity." The ELCA appointed the 
11-member committee to "ensure the biblical sound
ness of the task force." 

Women Ministers 
OA branch of the Presbyterian Church, the 

Christian Reformed Church, has said "in principle" 
that it is proper for its churches to ordain women. In 
June, the all male CRC synod in a 95-to-89 vote 
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overruled a synod decision last year to allow women 
as ministers, elders, and evangelists. The executive 
committee of the First Christian Reformed Church of 
Grand Rapids congregation said, "We see no clear 
message in the Bible that would disqualify women 
from serving as elders." The CRC is being torn apart 
because of the ordination of women to be ministers. 

OACU TODAY, in a special report on Women and 
Ministry, faced the question of why so many women 
are enrolled for Bible degrees in the College of Bibli
cal and Family Studies. What careers are these 
women preparing for? Dr. Ian Fair gave a lengthy 
answer but concluded by saying, "They are preparing 
for careers in marriage and family therapy, ministry, 
gerontology, and missions." 

How about that? 

High Finance 
OThe Fort Worth Star Telegram (Nov. 8, 1994) 

reported that the Richland Hills Church of Christ 
had petitioned the city of North Richland Hills to 
back $5.5 million in tax-exempt bonds for building a 
120-unit apartment complex for Christian retirees. 

The Richland Hills Church of Christ defaulted 
on $13 million in building bonds in 1985, which 
does not make them a good credit risk. Not to worry! 
The scheme is to borrow the money for the retire
ment apartments in the name of Oklahoma Christian 
University. We hope the trustees of OCUSA are pay
ing attention. By the way, rents on the 120 units, ac
cording to the newspaper, would range from $97 5 to 
$1,575 a month (includes some meals). 

It is also interesting to note that the Richland 
Hills Church of Christ sponsored a Promise Keepers 
program. Speakers included Charles Swindall. A 
Promise Keepers rally is usually held in a football sta
dium and features top-of-the-lungs screams, yells and 
shouts; singing accompanied by trumpets, clanging 
cymbals, tinkling brass, bass drums, and bongos is a 
major part of the hoopla. Attendees strain their 
voices and make themselves hoarse and call it wor
ship. Can someone please explain how a Christian 
can reasonably participate in such boisterous, jovial 
commotion in the light of the decency-and-order rule 
for worship given in 1 Corinthians 14? 

0 Michael R. Weed of Austin, in a Christian 
Chronicle article (Nov. 1994) said: 

Some redefining worship set us on a disastrous 
course which promotes spiritual and emotional 
immaturity. The need for new and more intense 
'worship experiences' becomes an insatiable 



addiction as we grow bored with the 'same old 
excitement.' We are infused with a perpetual dis
satisfaction and are made dependent upon a 
'worship industry' to supply new techniques to 
achieve 'super worship.' In the present environ
ment, it is inevitable that market-driven worship 
will increasingly resemble MTV or Las Vegas. 

Right on, Michael! 

What Have Genes Got to Do with It? 
0 In a study of twins published in the Psychologi

cal Science, Neils Waller and Phillip Shaver have 
shown that genes pay virtually no role at all in our 
approach to ardor .... Waller and Shaver studied 33 0 
pairs of identical twins. Identical twins share all of 
their genes. If a trait is genetical, identical twins 
should share that trait. The researchers analyzed an
swers given by the twins to 50 questions and came to 
the conclusion that individual differences to roman
tic love are due almost exclusively to how the child 
was raised. The study, Waller said, "is the first clear 
case where the environment ... is playing a much 
stronger role than genetics in creating a family re
semblance. 

Shucks, we could have told them that. God's 
Word condemns fornication (which includes adul
tery, homosexuality, bestiality, sadism, fetishism, 
necrophilia, and masochism). God is just and would 
not condemn us for having an inherited trait. Any 
trait God denounces as sinful must be acquired. We 
must be responsible for it, or we could not be held 
accountable for it. "Know ye not that the unrigh
teous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul
terers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:9-10). Extortioners are 
not born that way. Revilers are not born that way. 
Drunkards are not born that way. Thieves are not 
born that way. The covetous are not born that way. 
So, also, fornicators, adulterers, effeminate, abusers 
of themselves with mankind are not born that way. 

Needs a Singapore Cane 
OA Nevada jailhouse inmate, convicted child

molester Chris Chapman, is suing the state of Nevada 
because they will not let him have copies of the North 
American Man-Boy Love Association newsletter, as 
a matter of First Amendment rights. Iowa prisoner 
Art Hartsock, wanting to "see what I'm missing while 
I'm in here," has demanded greater access to por
nography. 

More Foolishness 
ONewsweek (Mar. 14, 1994) reports the dawn of 

a "gay" network. Gay Entertainment Television, a 
Manhattan-based syndicator of gay shows, is making 
programs available to cable television stations. GET 
has big sponsors, such as Miller Lite and Dewar's 
Scotch. GET is "determined to grow into a full, 24-
hour network," says founder Marvin Schwam. The 
program proposes "a weekly talk show" to take on 
such issues as "gay promiscuity and parenting." 
Guests have included the "Rev." Jesse Jackson, play
wright Terrence McNally, Cybill Shepherd, and a 
pair of wild Rosies, O'Donnell and Perez. 

Anything goes and that includes educating (read 
"recruiting") kids, according to Edward W. Eichel 
and J. Gordon Muir, co-authors of Kinsey# Sex and 
Fraud. The late Lester Kirkendall, prominent sex 
educator, founding board member of SIECUS (Sex 
Information and Education Council of the United 
States - funded in part with tax dollars) and a 
former professor in the Department of Family Life in 
Oregon State University, wrote in the journal of Sex 
Education and Therapy (spring/summer 1985) that 
sex education programs of the future "will probe 
sexual expression ... with same sex [partners] and 
even across ... generational lines." When our sense of 
guilt is sufficiently diminished, "these patterns will 
become legitimate." Wardell Pomeroy, sex educator, 
Kinsey co-author and SIECUS founding board mem
ber, wrote in a Forum Variations article in 1977 that 
"incest between adults and younger children can 
prove to be a satisfying and enriching experience." 
According to a recent interview he still believes this. 

Hey, Hey, Whadda Ya Say? 
The Firm Foundation on CD Rom is at hand. 
Good News! You will be able to search by word 

or phrase or author or date throughout the 11 0-year 
history of this important paper. You will be able to 
highlight and copy, paste, or print an entire article or 
one sentence. 

This is up-to-date, first-class technology. It is bet
ter than any index. 

At your fingertips will be Bible arguments and the 
best thinking of the giants of the Restoration. History 
repeats! So the problems of biblical interpretation we 
front today are the same as in a day gone by. 

Get with it! Get up-to-date! Get the Firm Foun
dation on CD Rom. (By the way, we will help you fi
nance your purchase if you will call 1-800-572-
3619.) Fp 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 s. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866, 334-3757. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 H H (P 0 B 896) 63640 (314) 756 5925 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, wy • • ox ' • · Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. Broking, evangelist. 
Davidson, minister. 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
-Montana-

N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-72n. Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 

Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, Jacksonville-Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 

minister. 

- North Carolina -344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

-Alabama- Roclcy Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 

Tuscaloosa-EastPointeChurchofChrist. Only McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702,665-8060. 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Home of Florida School of Preaching. -Ohio-
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 
553-0546. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Arizona-

Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Broking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy ~ ?~ ~tadena Dr. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. &om Int'l 
Airport., Sun •. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
Orlando-W'mter Park- South Seminole Church AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Brad Poe, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. -Oklahoma-
Sarasota -Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, Oklahoma City- Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 59th, V.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 

City School of Biblical Studie1. (405) 732-1050 
Sebastian -1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 or 739-0705. 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Indiana-

Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

- Minnesota -

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
minister. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., cal1786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., - South Carolina -

Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 
central Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S. Main St., 

CHURCH OF CHRIST Virginia- Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 s. Hwy.14 (P.O. Box625) 29652.Sun.10, 11 a.m., 
1320 South Church St., Visalia. 93277. Sun. 9:3o, 20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Damon B. Lundy, minister. 

Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. (803) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 

-Colorado-
-Mississippi-

preacher. (209) 732-5670. -Tennessee-

Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 
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Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fiheen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. ..... 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 nonh of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65- 25 miles nonh of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual Southwest 
Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
"The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:06-
7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher; Joseph D. 
Meador, director of SWSBS. ..... 
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith." 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl Sr., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. • •••• 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, n377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. . .... 
Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. • • • • • 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. . .... 
San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

Give a gift subscription. . I,., .. 

1-800-572-3619 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. ..... 
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) . .... 
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. ..... 
Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., Loran Gearhan (307) 634-3040 ..... 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

-:rlrm :roaadatloa Book Sale-
Save 20% off the listed price/ 

Firm Foundation Lecture Books: 
• The Firm Foundation of God Standeth ••.. $14.00 •Joshua ...................................................... $14.00 
•Luke .......................................................... $15.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 1 ...................... -.................. $14.00 
•John .......................................................... $16.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 2 ........................................ $20.00 

Other Books: 
• What the Bible Teaches (Vol. 2), Leslie G. Thomas ............................................... $5.00 
• The Nature of Things to Come, Stanley Sayers .................................................... $3.50 
• That They May All Be One, Elbridge B. Linn ......................................................... $4.00 
•Is Baptism Essential to Salvation?, Jerry Moffitt ................................................... $3.50 
• The Man Who Has Faith, Winfred Clark and Wayne Dunnaway .......................... $4.00 
• The Way to Get What You Want, W. M. Davis ...................................................... $3.50 
•101 Sermon Outlines, FrankL. Cox ...................................................................... $4.50 
• According to Luke, Frank L. Cox ........................................................................... $3.50 
• Church Administration, Handbook for Leaders, Walter Adams ............................. $3.00 
• Functioning Leadership in the Church, Charles Moore ......................................... $3.00 
• He Lifted Me, (Class Studies) Mrs. Hallie Kellogg ................................................. $3.50 
• My Triumphant Life, Harvey Childress ................................................................... $2.50 

Plesse send no money. 
We will bill you 20" off the listed price plus shipping and handling costs. 

• • • • • 
Order from 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 210876 • Bedford TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
The church in Osage Beach, Missouri is sorely in 
need of a preacher to help us evangelize this area 
and do the preaching. But we must have a man 
with most of his support, for we a new and small 
group. The beautiful Lake of the Ozarks is a 
wonderful and beautiful place to retire. Are you 
interested in such a place where you could help 
much in mission work. If any are interested in this 
needy place and work, you may write W.J. Stanley 
or phone (314) 346-3892 or write P.O. Box 832, 
Camdenton, MO 65020 

Congregation of approx. 150 members about 15 
miles south of Austin, TX needs a replacement for 
retiring preacher in Dec. '95-Mar. '96 time frame. 
Presently seeking a sound, energetic, evangelistic 
gospel preacher who will live and preach the pure 
Word of God in a dynamic, challenging, bold 
manner, speaking the truth in love. Please send 
resume with reference to the Elders, Church of 
Christ, 330 Live Oak Dr., Buda, TX 78610-9287 
or call Charlie DiPalma (512) 398-5211. 

Two positions open immediately - A qualified 
man for the position for an associate minister is 
being sought by the Elizabethtown Church of Christ. 
This position will require one to have demonstrated 
strengths in motivating local outreach and 
facilitating parental leadership in youth activities. 
We are interested in this man helping us to work 
effectively and do not expect him to do the work 
for us. We are also searching for a family to locate 
in Donetslc, Ukraine and work with the Central 
congregation. This family should be able to 
encourage practical Christianity in life and teach 
sound doctrine in the Word. We are interested 
in filling both positions by January 1. Those 
interested in either of these positions should con· 
tact the Elizabethtown elders by mail at P.O. 
Box 652, Elizabethtown, KY 42702-0652; by fax 
at 502-737-0491; or by E-mail75452.1373 @com
puserve.com. 

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife teaching team. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting time, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 
tape, rl!suml!, and family picture to Church of 
Christ, Box J, Del Norte, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Congregation of 100 members is looking for a 
preacher to live in local community. Partial support 
would be required. Send rl!suml! to Marshfield 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 458, Marshfield, MO 
65706 (417) 859-4369 or 859-6491 

Florida congregation needs full-time minister. We 
are seeking a conservative family man to help us 
grow. Please send r6sum6 and references to West 
Nassau Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1508, Callahan, 
FL 32011 (904) 845-3843. 

Preacher wanted: The church in Ellensburg, WA is 
looking for a preacher; sound doctrinally. Send all 
correspondence to Chuclc Verkist, 906 E. 2nd Ave., 
Ellensburg, WA 98926. Send r6sum6 with sermon 
tape. (509) 925-2593 after 2:00 p.m. Pacific time 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send r6sum6 to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-
2554. 

Congregation of about 80 members seeks sound 
gospel preacher, salary and house provided. Contact 
Jim Wilson at (614) 532-0456 or send r6sum6 and 
tape to Ironton Church of Christ, lOth and Vine 
Streets, Ironton, OH 45638. 

Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains or Morgan 
County seeks energetic preacher. Ideal for ex
military or retired couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Contact Matt 
Morrison (915) 674-2638. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available: Young, energetic preacher, eager 
to start my first full-time work with a congregation 
in Ohio or surrounding states, that wants the truth 
preached forcefully but with love. Call Tim Dooley 
(513) 322-5_607. Sound references available. 

Preacher available. Dennis Crecelius, Box 476, Italy, 
TX 76651. (214) 483-7523. 

Preacher available. 57 years old, married, graduate 
of Oklahoma Christian and Bear Valley School of 
Biblical Studies. you may write to me: Max Reed, 
2012 3400 Ave., Chapman, KS 67431, or call (913) 
238-4283. Best time to call is mornings and early 
afternoon until 1:00 p.m. 

Preacher available for appointments. Only sound 
doctrine proclaimed wherever two or three are 
gathered together. References. Jerry C. Brewer 
(405) 528-7480. 

For Sale 
Change: The Name of the Game. A series of six 
lessons preached by Victor M. Eskew. The tapes 
address the changes being called for by the "change 
agents" within the church. Cost: $15.00. To order 
mail check to Victor M. Eskew, 25 Railroad Ave., 
Pocahontas, TN 38061. 

Congregation in central Missouri, self-supporting; Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
60-65 members, seeking a conservative gospel For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
preacher. Contact Church of Christ, P.O. Box 29, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
Higginsville, MO 64037 buy religious books and libraries. 
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Oak pews, 12-15 h. length, 8-10 h. long, all padded 
except 4. In good condition. Contact Robertson 
County Church of Christ, 2980 Highway 41 South, 
Springfield, TN 37172. (615) 643-1021. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring Be Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095 

316 theater seats with padded cushions in very 
good condition. Only asking a small price. Marietta 
Church of Christ, 305 S.W. 3rd Street, Marietta, 
OK 73448. (405) 276-2363. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Providence of God -
$15.00, plus $2.00 shipping Be handling. The Minor 
Prophets • $12.00 plus $2.00 shipping 8c handling. 
Order from POWER Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Helll (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Tape Dubbers - VCR/cassette reproduction. Call 
for pricing, Jack tittle (919) 937-7358. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for you retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Calll-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

Wanted: Resident attendants for adult residential 
facility scheduled to open in summer 1995. Indian 
rock Village will serve 6 developmentally disabled 
individuals. Prefer physically fit mature couple. 
Must be Christians with attributes identified in 
Gal. 5:22-23. Beautiful home on 5 acres in Sierra 
Nevada foothills. Salary, room, board, some health 
benefits. Contact Dick or Veda Crow, 7781 Hwy 
193, Garden Valley, CA 95633. (916) 333-4075. 
References required. 

Moving? 
Please notify 

the Firm Foundation 

of your new address 

6 weeks 

before you move. 
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STUDIES IN MATTHEW 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 12 
O.OOAM 
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12:00 PW 
2.00PM 
3:00PM 
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LUNCH BREAK 
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• :00 PM KeW> C.uley 
5:00PM DINNER BREAK 
7:00 PM l.estlf Kamp 
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The Book o r Mttthew--.An lntroductJon 
w.nn.w. the wan 

J u ue Ttach t t In Par~blta (13.1-51) 
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(14:1-15:39) 
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and djd Ht OfYI him mort a!Jtl'\ority tnan tnt othtf apottln 
(t5.t&-t9)?Mustont oo to ta!M tMChltll)ftvltafy before 
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John (10:1-11 30) 
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OOOAM Lynn Blair 

1000AM DonT-
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12:00 PU lunch B,.l k 

2 00 PM Tommy J . Hlcb 
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3:45PM Curtis A Cetn 
S:OO PM Olnntr Break 
7:00 PM Bobby Uddal 
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Dlmcutt Patugu:Wwt HOIN 11,1 andJeftm&M 31:15 
spaco!lc 01 only lnddontal ..-ol ._,. '"""""""''l 
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17:15-2017 
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the wom~ run ftotn the ttnpty tomb and proc:1am tne rn· 
I.OTadlon (281. d Mat1c 111)7 
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The Great Strrnon on lh• Mount-Part Ill (7 .1-29) 
The 8oolt or WantMw-A Summary 
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SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2486 

_"Training Men to Preach in Spirit and in Truth Since 1978" 

Reasons You Should Consider Southwest: 
• Southwest offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training. 
• Southwest credits are accepted at select Christian universities (up to 65 sem. hrs.). 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. 
• Southwest is staffed by a well-qualified and experienced Bible faculty. 
• Southwest requires the completion of 72 college Bible courses for graduation. 
• Southwest offers one of the finest research libraries among schools of preaching. 
• Southwest offers a multi-media library complete with CD-ROM computer system. 
• Southwest offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Southwest provides the Christian Woman's Studies program for students' wives. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in expository and topical preaching. 
• Southwest provides two courses in debate- principles and methods. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in biblical languages (Hebrew - Greek). 
• Southwest provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in research and writing. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in English grammar. 
• Southwest is fully approved to issue I-20 forms to accepted foreign students. 
• Southwest is tuition free - V. A. benefits - Limited scholarships available. 
• Southwest is ready to mail you an information packet- Call or write today! 

Joseph D. Meador, Director, Faculty of Old Testament; 
Gary Colley, Faculty of Bible and Preaching; Carl Gamer, Faculty of Bible; 

John W. Moore, Faculty of New Testament; AI Macias, Faculty of Bible; Tim Ayers, Faculty of Bible 

Friends, alumni, and prospective students are invited to the Southwest Supporters Luncheon 
at the Denton Lectureship - noon, Tuesday, November 14, at Wyatt's Cafeteria in Denton. 

- A friendly reception awaits incoming students.-
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A Church That Has Remained the Same 
By Adron Doran 

I recently returned one Sunday and preached three 
times at the Spring Creek Church of Christ in 
the Dogwood community of the northern sec

tion of Graves County, Ky. I preached there the first 
time on Dec. 14, 1930, and at the Viola schoolhouse 
on the afternoon of the same Sunday. The members 
at that time were in the midst of an extreme financial 
crisis and were able to support monthly preachers 
only in the amount collected on the Sunday morning 
when they had preaching. The collection at Spring 
Creek was 15 dollars and at Viola was five dollars. 
This amount of 20 dollars helped me greatly in pay
ing my expenses as a junior iri college. The weekly 
contribution at Spring Creek now greatly exceeds 
that amount each Sunday by hundreds of dollars. 

The Spring Creek Church of Christ was orga
nized in 1835 as the second congregation in Graves 
County established by the early leaders of the Resto
ration Movement. The building in which the church 
meets is the fourth one to have been erected. The 
edifice is attractive, commodious, and functional. 
The attendance for Lord's Day worship will average 
about 150. John Hoover, who is loyal to the truth 
and faithful to the Bible pattern of worship, is the 
minister. John is recovering from a paralytic stroke 
but was present for the evening service. 

The Spring Creek church has found no biblica l 
reason for modifying the organizational pattern for 
the church, or for adopting any other plan for inter
preting the Scriptures, or for changing time and items 
of worship. The brethren believe that what their 

forefathers began over 150 years ago based upon the 
teachings of the New Testament and was practiced 
when I preached there 65 years ago, is sufficient for. 
the 1990s. 

We have maintained a very close relationship 
with the Spring Creek congregation over the years. I 
preached there on the second Sunday in each month 
during 1931. Mignon and I married in August 1931. 
I graduated from Murray (Ky.) State Teachers Col
lege in 1932 and we went to Boaz High School in the 
same community, where I taught history and coached 
basketball and Mignon taught music. Many of those 
who went to school with us are members of the con
gregation. Two of my basketball boys were present 
on the Sunday that I preached there. One of them, 
Cortez Schmidt, is an elder. We can count the fourth 
generation of families which we have known who at
tend worship at Spring Creek. Others in attendance 
were the brother and the son of Howard Henson 
with whom I payed basketball at Cuba High School 
when Alonzo Williams was our coach and principal. 
It was a joy to see the young men leading the singing 
and serving at the Lord's table. 

Though the Spring Creek church has not been 
troubled by false teaching and corrupt practices, 
in the early 1850s some of its members, who were 
more socially minded and professionally oriented, 
moved to Mayfield, the county seat, and organized 
a Christian Church. One of the first to preach for 
the Mayfield Christian Church was John T. Johnson, 
president of the Kentucky Missionary Society. In time 

(continued 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

New Hermeneutic Again 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Gary D. Collier once more favors us with 
a lucid and pithy definition of the new 
hermeneutic. Brother Collier did not 

intend to do this, but by accident he has per
formed a great service to the church. 

Collier's most recent contribution to bibli
cal ignorance is his 208-page book, The For
gotten Treasure, published by Howard Publish
ing Company. Brother Collier says he wants us 
to read the Bible, especially the book of Matthew, like Jesus. He, of 
course, does not mean that Jesus read Matthew, but that we ought 
to read it the way Jesus would read it, if he read it, which is a good 
way to start a book on the new hermeneutic. 

In fairness to Gary Collier we take note that he now says there 
is no such thing as a new hermeneutic. Here is the background: 
Collier delivered a learned paper to the 1989 Christian Scholar's 
Conference in which he undertook to define the new hermeneutic. 
His explanation was so inconsistent, and said far more than most 
liberals in the church are willing to admit, that he embarrassed 
both himself and the entire Christian Scholar's Conference. Even 
the conference gurus thought Collier had egg on his face, but were 
unwilling to wipe if off in fear that it would get on them. 

What to do? What to do? Collier came up the brilliant idea of 
saying there is no new hermeneutic and never has been. The very 
term, according to Collier, is repugnant and pejorative and used 
only by biblical illiterates and country hicks for the purpose of 
making fun of the educated and enlightened (by which he means 
himself). Well, Gary, you did it to yourself. Us bumpkins are simply 
quoting your own words. 

Now, behold, wonder of wonders, brother Collier has done it 
again. In his book, published in 1993, he attempts to define the 
new hermeneutic without once using the words "new hermeneu
tic." Still, it is an attempt to give to us a new way of reading and 
understanding the Bible- through the eyes of Jesus. 

"Interpretation" is what "hermeneutic" means, or did you 
think we did not know that, brother Collier? There is such a thing 
as a biblical hermeneutic, which includes learning by commands, 
examples, and inferences. 

Don't change that channel! The good part is still to come. 
In his book brother Collier gives us a new way to interpret the 

Scriptures (psst, new hermeneutic, but don't tell anybody). Are 
you ready? Here it is: 



The law of God must never be read apart from who God is as he 
has shown himself through his actions, nor apart from the rea
sons God gave the law in the first place. This is Jesus' point. Jesus 
shows that the real issues of understanding the Bible go beyond 
being focused on the words of the text or even the context. We 
must instead focus centrally on the heart of God as it reaches out 
from behind those words and contexts to people (Gary D. Col
lier, The Forgotten Treasure, p. 98). 

This is a wonderful explanation of the new hermeneutic, 
postmodernism, and deconstructionism all rolled into one. It is 
powerful. To help understand this new understanding consider this 
illustration: 

A man - to keep from offending men generally, let's say a 
preacher - leaves his wife and children without a scriptural 
cause and marries another woman. 

Jesus said, 'Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be 
for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: 
and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery' 
(Matt. 19:9). 

Not to worry. Not to worry. This fornicating preacher can 
run right past the text and the context, paying no attention to the 
words, to the very heart of very God. When he gets to the heart 
of God, he finds that God is loving, merciful, full of grace, forgiv
ing, kind, gentle, and unwilling to ever punish anyone, even adul
terers (maybe especially adulterers). Now he finds relief. What a 
blessing! The words of Jesus don't mean anything. They're just 
words. We are interested in the heart of God. Don't be so rude as 
to bring up 'He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day.' Those are just words, too. 

D econstructionism and postmodernism show us that words 
do not mean anything. Feeling is what matters - not 
words. Jesus should have said - and certainly must have 

meant- "His feelings that he hath, the same shall judge him in the 
last day." 

Another example: 

The Bible says, 'Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost' (Acts 2:38). But this is sure to offend 
the Baptists and the Methodists and the Lutherans and a whole 
bunch of other people. Solution: Forget the words and go to the 
heart of God. 'For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men' (Titus 2: 11). That is the heart of God, 
surely. Therefore pay no attention to the words of Acts 2:38 be
cause of the words of Titus 2: 11. Get it? 

Brother Collier's alter ego is a man named Brandon L. 
Fredenburg. Fredenburg once wrote: "Persons who have placed 
their faith in their Bibles more than in the God the Bible reveals, 
end up sending the signal that the 'real purpose' of the Bible is to 
mine it for doctrinal tidbits. I find this approach disgusting and 
spiritually malnourishing." 

Jesus said, "The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life." Paul said, "I commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are sanctified." James wrote, 
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"Receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is 
able to save your souls." Jesus also said: 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and 
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works? And then will I 
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. Therefore who
soever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which 
built his house upon a rock: And the rain de
scended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon a rock. And every one 
that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
which built his house upon the sand: And the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: 
and great was the fall of it. 

Still, Brandon L. Fredenburg finds this to be "dis
gusting and spiritually malnourishing." 

Thomas Olbricht of Pepperdine is the chief guru 
for the new hermeneutic. He often says that we must 
begin with God and not with the Bible. He also tells 
us that when he wants to know what the Bible 
teaches, he first searches throughout the whole world 
to find out what God is doing in the world (often 
called a world view) and then he interprets the Bible 
in the light of this knowledge. All of which sounds 
mighty like Collier's insistence that we run right past 
the words of the Bible and find in some mysterious 
limbo the bleeding heart of God. Sounds good, it's 
just not scriptural. The gurus of this chief guru are 
Kierkegaard, Heidegger, Buber and Barth. Kierke
gaard said, "The passion of the infinite is precisely 
subjectivity, and thus subjectivity becomes the truth." 
Buber said, "God is, and is known, only in existential 
encounter." And "we endure as remembering Him 
whom we have recently encountered." 

But Jesus Christ of Nazareth said, "Ye shall know 
the truth and the truth shall make you free." Just be
fore he said that, the Lord said, "If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed." 

Don't touch that dial! There's one more point to· 
be made before I close. 

Where do you suppose that Gary D. Collier got 
the idea that we should pay no attention to the words 
of the Bible or to th~ context of those words? Give 
up? He got it from the words of the Bible. How about 
that? 
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He went to Matthew 12:1-21 and found that 
Jesus did not use a "mechanical method" to under
stand the Old Testament scriptures, but used "dy
namic perspective." Jesus found out reading the Bible 
that "the deeper concerns of God's heart are more 
important than the specific instructions of God's 
law" (The Forgotten Treasure, Gary D. Collier, p. 97). 

David and his men, when hungry, ate the 
shewbread, which, Jesus said, "It was not lawful for 
him to do." What David and his men did was sin. 
They were punished for it. Eighty-five men who wore 
the linen ephod died as a result of their sin. Collier 
takes that to mean the law of God can he set aside 
with impunity. You sure cannot pay attention to the 
words of the text and to the context and come up 
with Collier's conclusion about this sin of David. 
Anyhow, Jesus did not approve what David did. 

Then brother Gary takes up the Pharisees misun
derstanding of the Sabbath law of God ·and accuses 
Jesus and his disciples of sin for rubbing corn and 
eating it on a Sabbath day. Jesus said they did not sin 
because they did not transgress the words of God. 

There you have it! Gary D. Collier going to the 
words of the Bible to prove that the words of the 
Bible have no meaning. To simply study the Bible, 
understand and obey its teaching is mechanical meth
odology and that has got to be bad. What we need, 
according to Collier, is dynamic perspective. 

Still, the Bible says: 

And I saw a great white throne, and him that 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and the books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the book 
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of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, accord
ing to their works. And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it; and death and hell delivered up 
the dead which were in them: and they were 
judged every man according to their works. And 
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire (Rev. 20: 11-15). 

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 

words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that 
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the 
Father which sent me, he gave me ~ command
ment, what I should say, and what I should 
speak. And I know that his commandment is life 
everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even 
as the Father said unto me, so I speak ijohn 
12:48-50). 
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A Church That Has Remained the Same 
(continued from page 1) 

this congregation affiliated with the American Chris
tian Missionary Society and introduced mechanical 
instruments of music in the worship. What happened 
in Mayfield during this period also happened in most 
urban areas of Kentucky where the Restoration 
Movement had gone. We are now engaged in the pro
cess of re-establishing the church of Christ in many of 
these cities. The church of Christ was established in 
Mayfield in 1910 during a gospel meeting held in a 
tent by H. Leo Boles. The early preachers for the 
Mayfield Church of Christ were Aubrey Wilson and 
John B. Hardeman. 

Since my recent visit with the 150-year-old Spring 
Creek Church of Christ I am made to wonder all the 
more why some of our liberal brethren (and sisters 
too) are engaged in the practice of bashing, ridiculing, 
deriding and mocking the conservative and biblically 
inclined congregations which merely "contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints" Oude 
3 ). These are congregations which have abandoned 
human creeds and confessions of faith, have taken the 
Bible alone as the only rule of faith and practice, and 
have severed all fellowship ties with denominational-
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ism. These are they which more nearly represent the 
restoration pleas of the Stone-Campbell movement 
based upon the injunction to "speak where the Scrip
tures speak and remain silent where the Scriptures are 
silent" (1 Pet. 4: 11). The Spring Creek church and 
many, many more over our land are heeding the ad
monition of the apostle Paul to the young evangelist 
Timothy: "Hold fast the form of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in 
Jesus Christ" (2 Tim. 1:13). 

Furthermore, the apostle advises Timothy that 
"the things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou unto faithful men, 
who shall-be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2). 

Quite the opposite from the pleading of the 
apostle Paul and the practice of the Spring Creek 
church is implied and advocated in an article written 
by Dr. Kathy J. Pulley and printed in the winter 1994 
Disciplian published by the Disciples of Christ His
torical Society titled "The Churches of Christ: Ac
commodation to Modernity and Challenges of Post
Modernity." Dr. Pulley claims to be a member of the 
church of Christ but begins her article by speaking 
disparagingly of the "Agnes Church of Christ in 
Agnes, Arkansas," where she remembers that her 
"grandparents and numerous other relatives lived." 

The Pulley artide is based upon a speech which 
Dr. Pulley made at the Historian Seminar held in 
Nashville, Tennessee, April 29-30, 1994. In com
menting on the address, which Dr. J.E. Choate Jr., 
tells me he heard, and the related article, Dr. James 
M. Seale, president of the Society wrote: 

Dr. Pulley discusses twentieth century changes in 
attitudes and practices among Churches of 
Christ in relation to the cultural and pluralism of 
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contemporary society. Professor Pulley also 
raises the question of whether the Stone-Camp
bell version of restoring New Testament Chris
tianity, with its eschatological dimension, though 
offered initially in response to the denomina
tionalism of the 19th century, might not be trans
ferred to the distinctive need of the 21st century. 

It seems to me that we have a Disciples of Christ 
editor interpreting what the author thinks should be 
the mission and direction of the church of Christ, 
with his full blessings. 

Dr. Pulley proceeds to style the church of her 
grandparents thusly: 

The Agnes Church has preached the same kinds 
of sermons and displayed the same kinds of 
tracts for at least the last forty years. The mes
sages stress that those in the Church of Christ are 
representatives of the true and only church, that 
the Bible is the infallible word of God and there 
is one true plan of salvation. 

In contras1:.with the -Agites· church, Pulley writes 
approvingly of the City Church where she grew up: 

6 

I don't recall seeing any tract racks in the City 
Church for the last 20 years now. There the 
pulpiteers no longer speak of the hell that awaits 
all of those who are not members of the true 
church. Nor do they speak much about any doc
trinal matters. The themes today are compatible 
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with those in the pulpits of at least a dozen 
North American Evangelical groups. 

As if this were not enough, Pulley concludes her 
contrast between that which was in the days of her 
grandparents and that which-she thinks is well in her 
City Church by saying: 

However, I would say that these two different 
types of Churches of Christ point to the di
chotomy in the churches today. Some ·hold firm 
to their sectarian(?) identity of the early part of 
the century while others have just as firmly 
moved into the church or denominational realm. 

Professor Pulley readily admits in her article that 
she is "not a historian of the Restoration· Movement" 
but that her observations "are a blending of my so
ciological and theological background." This seems 
to be the trouble with liberal writers within ·churches 
of Christ. They speak with greater assurance as soci
ologists than they do as students of God's Word. 
When a sociologist endeavors to define the mission 
of the church and to predict its future role in society, 
he/she usually comes down on the side of the pseudo
critics. That accounts for the fact that Pulley quotes 
so freely from the writings of such authors as Richard 
T. Hughes and Thomas Olbricht. It is evident that the 
Disciples of Christ are more comfortable with the 
likes of Kathy Pulley as speakers at their seminars, 
posing as orthodox members of the churches of 
Christ, than they would be with scholars of the Res
toration Movement who would call them back to the 
old paths and plead for them to walk again therein. 

I am confident that the success of the Lord's 
church in the 21st century will depend upon its re
maining with the Spring Creek example and the 
Agnes Church of Christ rather than going in the di
rection of the City Church in which Dr. Pulley grew 
up and probably still holds membership. I think that 
there are still conservative congregations all over our 
land which do what the apostle Paul commended the 
church in Thessalonica for doing: 

For ye brethren became followers of the 
Churches of God which in judea are in Christ 
jesus (1 Thes_s. 2:14). 

I pray to God fervently that the churches of 
Christ today will follow the examples of those con
gregations described by Dr. Luke in Acts 9: 17: 

And then had the Churches rest throughout all 
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, and were edified; 
~nd walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. 
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The lndwelliilg of the Spirit 
a Figure of Speech 

By Jerry Moffitt 

F or many years our brotherhood has disagreed 
on the mode of the indwelling of the Spirit. 
We have never divided over the issue because 

there have not only been good, sound men on both 
sides, but we have wise men on both sides of the issue. 

insufficient scriptural evidence to settle the issue. 
God doesn't answer every question (Deut. 29:29). 
Still, in teaching on sanctification, from time to time, 
I felt I was being led by Scripture in a natural way to
ward what might be called an indwelling of the Spirit 
through the Word. Finally, I decided to put the Scrip
tures and such thoughts into a simple monograph. 

As with many others, I have never felt that accep
tance of the personal indwelling was a step toward 
the dangerous error of a special leading of the Spirit. 
And some of the best warriors against the charismatic 
movement and against a direct operation of the Spirit 
have been those who believe in the personal indwell
ing of the Spirit. 

Following are those Scriptures and thoughts. 

Transformation 

Paul told the Roman Christians to "be not fashioned 
according to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God" (Rom. 

For more than 26 years I have puzzled over the 
mode of the indwelling and have felt that there was 
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12:2). Truly a transformation is to take place; other 
passages which seem to indicate the same thing in 
various figures are presented for your contemplation: 

"For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that 
he should instruct him? But we have the mind of 
Christ" (1 Cor. 2:16). 

"Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus" (Phil. 2:5). 

"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me'' (Gal. 2:20). 

"My little children, of whom I am again in travail 
until Christ be formed in you" (Gal. 4:19). 

"To whom God was pleased to make known what 
is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory" 
(Col. 1:27). 

"But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as from the 
Lord the Spirit" (2 Cor. 3:18). 

'~d we have the word of prophecy made more 
sure; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto 
a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawn, 
and the day-star arise in your hearts" (2 Pet. 1: 19). 

As we have seen, some of the verses (Gal. 2:20; 
Col. 1:27) talk of Christ dwelling in us. Others talk 
of God dwelling in us or his Word dwelling in us. 

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly" 
(Col. 3:16). 

"And for this cause we also thank God without 
ceasing, that, when ye received from us the word of 
the message, even the word of God, ye accepted it 
not as the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word 
of God, which also worketh in you that believe" 
(1 Thess. 2: 13). 

"For it is God who worketh in you both to will 
and to work, for his good pleasure" (Phil. 2: 13). 

"I know that ye are Abraham's seed; yet ye seek 
to kill me, because my word hath not free course in 
you" Uohn 8:37). 

"In whom ye also are builded together for a habi
tation of God in the Spirit" (Eph. 2:22). 

"Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love 
me, he will keep my word: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him" Uohn 14:23). 

Now, I believe all this is talking basically about 
sanctification. Paul said, "Having therefore these 
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God" (2 Cor. 7:1). 

I believe all these things happen muchly this way. 
A person hears the Word of God and of his free will 
and by obedience puts away bad traits and takes on 
good traits and holy characteristics. In doing so he 
resembles Christ more. 

It can be said, figuratively, that Christ dwells in 
him. Christ is formed in him (Gal. 4:19). God has his 
abode with him Uohn 14:23). 

The Word has free course in him Uohn 8:37). 
It could be said he is full of the Spirit (Acts 6:3). 

It comes through obedience to the Word so the 
Bible attributes sanctification to the Word Uohn 
17:17). 

Now notice another passage. Paul said, "But ye 
are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you. But if any man hath 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. Christ is in 
you, the body is dead because of sin" (Rom. 8:9-10). 

Would not the concept of the Spirit dwelling in us 
fit well with all the passages above? Is it another way, 
by a figure of speech, of describing the transforma
tion called sanctification which occurs in our lives by 
obedience to God's Word? Why would the dwelling 
of the Spirit be literal and all the other indwellings be 
figurative? And if the "indwelling of the Spirit" is a 
figure which describes the reality of sanctification, 
like all the rest, what figure is it? 

Metonymy 

There is what is called the "metonymy of the cause" 
where the "cause" is put for the "effect." Sometimes 
a person is put for an activity of that person. For 
example, in 1 Thessalonians 5:19 Paul says, "Quench 
not the Spirit," when he seems to have in mind the 
gifts of the Spirit, especially in context "prophe
syings" (Gal. 5 :20). Acts 7:51 says, "Ye do always re
sist the Holy Spirit." Bullinger says: 

The testimony of the Holy Spirit as given by the 
prophets. Their fathers resisted the prophets and 
would not hear the Spirit's voice in them and 
now they, like their fathers, were resisting the 
same testimony at Pentecost, and since then cul
minating in Stephen (see pp. 542-543 in Figures 
of Speech Used in the Bible, by E. W. Bullinger, 
published by Baker Book House in Grand Rap
ids, Mich.). 

Under "metonymy of the cause" and under "the 
person acting for the thing done" Bullinger has sev
eral whole categories involving the Holy Spirit. One 
is called the "Spirit for the gifts and operations of the 
Spirit" (p. 540). All examples he gives are worth con
sidering. Could not the Holy Spirit (the Person) stand 
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in the place of the thing he does (sanctification which 
comes through obedience to the truth U ohn 17: 17])? 

Could not the indwelling Spirit by "metonymy of 
the subject" stand for the fruit he bears in our life 
when we obey his Word? Metonymy of the Subject is 
where the subject is put for something pertaining to 
it, so it seems so to me. For example, notice 2 Corin
thians 3:6: "Who also made us sufficient as ministers 
of a new covenant; not of the letter, but of the spirit." 
Bullinger says spirit stands for "the ministration of 
the Spirit, verse 8: the New Covenant as contained in 
the Gospel" (p. 543). 

It seems clear there is a "metonymy of th~ cause" 
where sometimes the person acting is put for the 
thing done. 

Again, I do not find the doctrine of the personal, 
literal indwelling of the Spirit distasteful, in and of 
itself, as long as one does not teach he does some
thing to us separate and apart from the Word. That 
notion can contradict truth regarding free will and 
lead to the error of Calvinism. Too, so far I cannot 
prove the two concepts on the mode of the indwell
ing are mutually exclusive. 

Some Scriptures might speak of one mode of ind
welling while other Scriptures speak of another mode 
of indwelling. Yet, I still have not seen a personal in-

dwelling proved, though I desire to continue to study 
it with an open mind. 

A Personal Opinion 
All good sound brethren I have spoken to agree that 
the mode of the indwelling does not affect salvation 
and must never divide us. We have good and sound 
brethren on both sides of this issue. Our dispute must 
be with those who suppose the Spirit in you works on 
you or does something to you ~eparate and apart 
from the power of God's Word. To save us, God 
chose the persuasfve power of his Word. That leaves 
our free will intact. The error of a mysterious work
ing on us apart from the Word of God cripples per
sonal choice, weakens human responsibility, and vio
lates the Word of God. 

In an age when the denominational world says, 
"Christ paid it all," and "God does it all," and "You 
can't save yourself,." those who teach direct leading 
of the Spirit without the Word are enemies of truth 
and in our battle with them we cannot take prisoners. 
Some of our best fighters in the fray, however, are 
those who differ with niy indwelling and who believe 
in a direct personal indwelling. It is an honor to fight 
alongside them. · P.o. Box 1275 

Portland, TX 78374 
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Dr. Carroll Osburn On Baptism 
By Stephen Wiggins 

A few brethren are currently representing what 
is really rebellion against the .Lord as merely 
a difference of opinion for which men will 

not be held responsible before God. A classic ex
ample of this is found in ACU Professor Carroll 
Osburn's recent book, The Peaceable Kingdom: Es
says Favoring Non-Sectarian Christianity. 

Dr. Osburn states, "There should be room in the 
Christian fellowship for those who differ on whether 
... baptism is 'for' or 'because of' the remission of 
sins" (pp. 90-91). The allusion, of course, is to Acts 
2:38 where the apostle Peter commands his listeners 
to repent and be baptized "for the remission" of their 
sins. The point argued by Osburn is that it is inconse
quential as to whether one teaches the essentiality of 
baptism in gospel obedience. 

10 ~:ef'!:~d!~!! 

Denominationalists have long controverted with 
God's people over the scriptural design of baptism. 
Much of this controversy has centered around the 
meaning and usage of the Greek preposition eis in 
Acts 2:38 where it occurs in the expression: "Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for (eis) the remission of sins." 

What is the meaning and significance of eis in this 
passage? Is it retrospective or prospective? Does it 
look backward or point forward? Is one baptized be
cause his sins are already remitted? Or is one bap
tized to receive remission? 

The term cannot be used in two different senses 
at the same time in the same place. Its usage is either 
retrospective whereby it expresses cause and looks 
backward to a past result, or it is prospective 



whereby it expresses purpose and looks forward by 
pointing to an unreached end. The meaning must be 
one or the other. But it cannot be both simulta
neously. Which is it? 

In ·answer to this very question, the late brother 
G.C. Brewer offers these sentiments: 

Eis does not mean 'because of.' It is never used in 
that sense. It always looks forward and not back
ward. It expresses motion forward and is most 
frequently translated by 'to,' 'toward,' 'unto,' or 
'into.' Its radical meaning is movement from a 
place without to a place within. Hence, into is its 
primary and its ordinary meaning. When we 
translate it by the words 'in order to,' the idea is 
'in order to' get into a place or state. Then the 
word has such rare meanings as 'concerning,' 
'with reference to.' etc. It is sometimes translated 
by 'at,' 'on,' 'upon,' 'among,' 'in,' and 'for.' But 
it never means 'because of' (Contending for the 
Faith, p. 162). 

MaHhew 26:28 

It is significant that the phrase in Acts 2:38, "for the 
remission of sins," is the exact same expression in 
both English and Greek as that found in Matthew 
26:28. Jesus, when instituting the Lord's Supper, 
took the cup and said: "For this is my blood of the 
New Testament, which is shed for many for [eis] the 
remission of sins." 

Here is a remarkable example of the usage ofeis to 
denote purpose or aim .. It is all the more impressive 
when we contemplate that the term is used here in 
connection with the "remission of sins," and within 
an identical construction parallel to that of Acts 2:38. 
In both cases the term eis points to a goal yet 
unreached, that goal being the "remission of sins." 

The force of this becomes even more apparent 
when we consider the reason Jesus shed his blood. 
Was it because people had already received forgive
ness of sin before the death of Christ? No. No one 
ever thought so. Rather, the Savior's blood was shed 
in order to or so people might have their sins for
given. 

It is no different in Acts 2:38. The expression 
"for (eis) the remission of sins" is a purpose clause 
clearly indicating the purpose for which persons are 
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to obey the command to be baptized. Just as Jesus 
shed his blood so that people might receive the re
mission of sins, the reason for one being baptized is 
to receive that same promise of pardon. 

Coniunction 
An analysis of Acts 2:38 shows that the passage con
tains a two-fold command. Peter tells his audience to 
"repent" and "be baptized." Further consideration 
shows that these two verbs are connected together by 
the coordinate conjunction "and." The inspired di
rective is to "repent and be baptized." Thus, both 
commands are joined together for the same purpose 
and both are to be obeyed· to obtain the one and the 
same result - "the remission of sins." 

Others have recognized this relation that both 
repentance and baptism sustain to the remission of 
sins. Baptist commentator of a century ago, H.B. 
Hackett, in his Commentary on the Acts of the 
Apostles (1879), makes the following comment on 
the passage under discussion: 

In order to the forgiveness of sins ... we connect 
naturally with both the preceding verbs. This 
clause states the motive or object which should 
induce them to repent and be baptized. It en
forces the entire exhonation, on one part of it to 
the exclusion of the other (quoted from J.W. 
Shepherd, Handbook on Baptism, p. 348). 

It is clear that whatever relation baptism sustains 
to the "remission of sins," repentance sustains the 
exact same relation. If one is baptized "because of'' 
remission already received, then one is to repent for 
the same reason. This puts Peter in the predicament 
of commanding people to repent because they were 
already saved. 

On the other hand, if one is to repent to receive 
the remission of sins, then one is to be baptized for 
the exact reason and to the exact same result. This 
clearly demonstrates that eis in Acts 2:38 cannot 
mean "because of" as suggested by Dr. Osburn as an 
alternative meaning. For our wayward brother's sug
gestion to have even a semblance of credibility, he 
must begin by presumptuously disconnecting what 
God hath joined together. 

Scholarship 
Modern scholarship has discovered nothing new in 
recent times that would alter the above. This is re
flected best in translations of Acts 2:3 8 from some 
of the newer versions on the market. For example, 
the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), copy
righted 1989, translates the passage: "Repent, and be 
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baptized ... so that your sins may be forgiven." 
Can Dr. Osburn produce even one standard, En

glish version of the Bible which translates eis in Acts 
2:38 as "because of"? This challenge is offered sin
cerely. For, to my knowledge, there is neither repu
table lexicon nor version that renders eis as "because 
of" in Acts 2:38. 

It is true that some respected grammarians have 
argued for a causal use of eis in Acts 2:38. Baptist 
A.T. Robertson, while acknowledging the preposi
tion at rimes expresses aim, purpose, or design, opts 
for the causal usage which he thinks "just as good." 
He further postulates that one's interpretation as to 
whether or not Acts 2:38 teaches the essentiality of 
baptism is decided, not upon grammatical exegesis, 
but by one's theology (A Grammar of the Greek New 
Testament, pp. 389, 591-592, 595; Word Pictures in 
the New Testament, pp. 35-36). 

Robertson's theological bias is apparent, how
ever, as he forces an interpretation into his precon
ceived mold of Baptist baptism. The meaning of a 
scripture must always be deduced from a grammati
cal analysis of the passage, rather than the criterion 
of "one's theology~" Credit is extended to Robertson, 
though, in that he clearly conveys that eis in Acts 
2:38 cannot express both purpose and cause simulta
neously as our own Dr. Osburn naively supposes. 

More of the same is offered by Baptist J .R. 
Mantey. His article, "Unusual Meanings for Preposi
tions in the Greek New Testament," Expositor (Lon
don) June 1923, is quoted in his A Manual Grammar 
of the Greek New Testament, p. 104, in an attempt to 
defend a causal usage of eis in Acts 2:38. Two other 
articles at a later date seek to bolster his initial at
tempt by piling up alleged causal uses of eis from 
non-biblical Greek sources: "The Causal Use of EIS 
in the New Testament," Journal of Biblical Literature 
70 (1951): 45-48; "On Causal EIS Again," Ibid., 
309-311. Reliable refutation is offered, however, by 
Ralph Marcus in "On CausalEIS," Journal of Biblical 
Literature 70 (1951): 129-130; "The Elusive Causal 
Eis," Ibid., 71 (1952): 43-44. 

An interesting sidelight to the Mantey material 
that is not generally known is this: after Mantey's 
articles were written and sent to the Journal of Bibli
cal Literature, but before they were published, 
Mantey became aware of an 1877 article written by 
Baptist J.W. Wilmarth entitled "Baptism and Remis
sion," The Baptist Quarterly,July 1877, pp. 296-321. 

Within this article Wilmarth effectively uses the 
parallel construction from Matthew 26:28 and Acts 
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2:38 ("for [eis] the remission of sins") to show that 
eis expresses purpose and that "remission of sins" is 
the end toward which the preposition points to as an 
end result. He further offers argumentation refuting 
a causal usage of the preposition within·the passages. 
Wilmarth tenaciously defends his studied convictions 
despite objections he knew would be forthcoming 
from his Baptist brethren as to what the "Camp
bellites" might think (p. 304). 

Whereas Mantey continued to believe the causal 
usage of eis is found in papyri literature and even in 
certain New Testament passages, he was convinced 
otherwise by Wilmarth pertaining to Acts 2:38. Upon 
reading the Wilmarth article Mantey states: "I agree 
with Wilmarth, however, that in Acts 2:3 8 eis de
notes purpose and not cause." 

(Mantey wrote the preceding quotation on April 
1, 1950. His Journal of Biblical Literature articles on 
the usage of causal eis were not published until1951. 
I have gleaned part of this information from private 
correspondence that Mantey had with the late brother 
James D. Bales, a copy of which I possess, S. W.) · 

More Scholarship 
The most respected lexica and word studies within 
the field of biblical studies unanimously confirm ·that 
eis in Acts 2:28 denoted purpose and not cause. For 
example, while Walter Bauer's Greek-English lexi
con does acknowledge that some argue for a causal 
usage in some passages, within Acts 2:38 the preposi
tion is said specifically "to denote purpose" and of
fers the translation, "so that.sins might be forgiven" 
(Bauer, Arndt, Gingrich, & Danker, pp. 228-230). 

A. Oepke, in his lengthy article on eis in Kittel's 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, while 
noting an occasional causal eis, finds the preposition 
in Acts 2:38 to denote "the direction of an action to a 
specific end." That is, it conveys purpose or design 
toward an unreached goal, and not cause of a past 
result (vol. II, p. 429). Further, it is significant that 
the premier lexical work of Liddell and Scott does 
not even list any causal uses of eis (pp. 491-492). 

Relative to this so-called "causal eis," some may 
be wondering if indeed a causal usage is found in 
some New Testament passages other than Acts 2:38., 
thus contradicting what was said. above by the ca
pable G.C. Brewer? The answer is no. Murray J. Har
ris, author of the excellent appendix of "Prepositions 
and Theology in the Greek New· Testament" in the 
New International Dictionary of New Testament The
ology, edited by Colin Brown, asks, "If eis can be ·ret-



rospective, giving the cause, as well as prospective, 
defining the purpose or result?" His answer: "Such a 
sense for eis seems unlikely in any one of the passages 
sometimes adduced ." Harris goes on to state that 
even "Mantey has not adduced any convincing ex
ample from extra-biblical Hellenistic Greek" (vol. 
III, pp. 1187, 1208). 

Conclusion 

It is inconceivable that Dr. Osburn could be unfamil
iar with the information from scholarly sources cited 
within this article. Especially is this true in light of his 
being touted as "an internationally-respected New 
Testament textual scholar" in the back-cover blurb of 
his book. 

No. It is not ignorance that causes our brother to 
make such radical statements with regard to the essen
tiality of baptism before a Unity Meeting in Dublin, 
Calif., on Jan. 15, 1985. Rather, it is purely a compro
mising disposition that is seemingly characteristic of 
all liberal-minded brethren seeking to achieve a 
pseudo-unity between the churches of Christ and the 
Independent Christian Church denomination. 

Osburn's statement pertaining to baptism strikes 
at the very heart of the new birth, the very process 
by which an individual becomes a child of God. It 
further gives credence to a full -blown ecumenical 
conglomeration with all the sects within so-called 
Christendom. I am wondering just how heretical a 
teacher on the Abilene Christian University Bible fac
ulty must become in his denials of fundamental 
truths before the board of directors will dismiss 
him from his position of influencing our young 
people? 

Dr. Paul Southern, who faithfully served as the 
head of the ACU Bible Department for nineteen 
years, recently penned an article entitled "Winds of 
Change" wherein he deplored the fact that "some are 
beginning to doubt the importance of baptism" 
(Christian j ournal, June 1995, p. 2). Yea, verily. Some 
brethren are not on ly doubting the importance of 
baptism but outright denying its essentiality. Such a 
one is Dr. Carroll Osburn of Abilene Christian Uni-
versity. 208 East First St. 

Burkburnett, TX 76354 
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Christian Apologetics 
The Historical Jesus 

By Mark Copeland 

I. Introduction. 
A. In the first lesson, a foundation was laid for Christian Apologetics, showing that the Christian faith is: 

1. An objective faith. 
a. Jesus of Nazareth is the object of that faith. 
b. Jesus is the Son of God, who died for our sins and rose from the dead. 

2. A historical faith. 
a. Based upon real people, places, and events. 
b. Actually took place in history. 

3. An intelligent, rational faith. 
a. A faith that invites people to use their minds. 
b. Historical evidence logically supports placing one's faith in Jesus of Nazareth as the Son of God. 

B. With these things in mind, we begin considering the evidence showing that Jesus of Nazareth was a 
historical figure who lived in Palestine during the first century A.D. 

II. Jesus a Historical Person. 
A. There have been skeptics who believed Jesus was a myth. 

1. This was a popular concept among some scholars in the 1800s. 
a. They were ignorant of the facts. 
b. They suppressed evidence, as was done in formerly communist-dominated countries. 

B. No serious historian (even those who are atheists) disputes that Jesus lived. 
1. H.G. Wells. 

a. An atheist, Wells spoke of Jesus in his book, Outline of History. 
b. "One is obliged to say, 'Here was a man. This part of the tale could not have been invented.'" 

2. Will Durant. 
a. Ex-professor of Philosophy of History at Columbia University. 
b. He spent two chapters in The Story of Our Civilization representing Jesus as a historical figure 

right along with the Caesars. 
3. Encyclopedia Britannica. 

a. Used over 20,000 words to describe Jesus. 
b. More than Aristotle, Cicero, Julius Caesar, Buddha, Confucius, Mohammed, or Napoleon. 

C. Other evidence for a historical Jesus. 
1. Thallus (A Samaritan historian, c. A.D. 52). 

a. Wrote attempting to give a natural explanation for the darkness which occurred at the time of the 
crucifixion of Jesus. 

b. He did not deny the existence of Jesus. 
c. He only tried to explain away the strange circumstances surrounding the death of Jesus. 

2. Letter of Mara-Serapion (written to his son, c. A.D. 73). 
a. He tells of the deaths of Socrates, Pythagoras, and of Jesus. 
b. "What advantage did the Jews gain from executing their king? ... Nor did the wise king die for 

good; he lived on in the teaching which he had given." 
3. Cornelius Tacitus (Roman historian, c. A.D. 112). 

a. Wrote of Jesus in his Annals. 
b. "Christus, the founder of the name, was put to death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea in the 

reign of Tiberias." · 

14 w~eF'!!~d!~!! 



4. Pliny the Younger. 
a: Governor c)f Bitl~ynia in. Asia Minor, c .. A.D. 112. 
b. Wr~te to the emperor Trajan about Christians and their devotion to Christ. 

5. Seutonius (court official and annalist under Hadrian, A.D. 120). 
a. "As the Jews .were makirig constant disturbance. at the instigation of Christus, he expelled them 

from Rome." 
b. Luke makes reference to this banishment in Acts 18:1-2. 

D. Among Jewish sources. 
1. The ·Talmud. 

a. Is two separateboo.ks de.aling with Jewish law, written A.D. 100 to A.D. 500 . 
. b. Speaks frequently of Jesus of Nazareth in unfriendly terms, but never disputes his status. 

2. Flavius Josephus. 
a. A Jewish general turned Roman historian, born A.D. 37. 
b. Makes references to Jesus in his History of the Jews. 

III. Implications of This Evidence. 
A. The evidence proves: 

1. A solid basis upon which one can accept the fact that Jesus existed in history. 
2. It shows the shallow thinking of people who would try to mark Jesus off as a myth. 
3. It requires everyone to give some sort of answer to the questions posed by Jesus himself, "But who 

do you say ·that I am?" (Matt. 16:15). 
B. What the evidence does not do. 

1. The proof of Jesus historical existence does not, within itself, prove that Jesus is the Son of God. 
2. It does not tell us anything about Jesus except: He lived and died and did something significant to 

gain notoriety by the historians. 
C. To learn more of Jesus we must look elsewhere. 

1. There have been many fanciful stories about Jesus. 
2. Christians consider the 27 books known as the New Testament to be the only reliable source of in

formation about Jesus. 
3. Is the New Testament a historical document? 
4. Can.we be sure that in our Bibles we have what was written by the original authors? 

In our next study we will consider these questions. 
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The Debate Between Catholic 
Response and Darrell Conley 

By Hal Smith 

T he debate between Michael Luther and Dr. 
Robert Narvaez representing an organization 
called Catholic Response, and Darrell Conley, 

preacher for the Northern Oaks Church of Christ in 
San Antonio, Texas, was well attended all four nights 
and was an overwhelming success for the truth. 

Michael Luther and Dr. Narvaez were weak in 
the presentation of their position that "the Catholic 
Church is the true church of Christ in which alone is 
to be found salvation (and which is infallible in teach
ing the truths revealed by Christ)." 

Brother Conley was well prepared, and presented 
the truth in a kind, but powerful and a logical man
ner. He proved beyond any shadow of doubt that 
"The church of Christ is the only true church in 
which is salvation, and that the Bible alone is our 
only authority in faith and practice." The men repre
senting the Catholic Church's teaching could neither 
defend their position, nor could they answer the ar
guments brother Conley presented. 

Brother Conley used their own history and doc
trine to prove the Catholic church is an apostate 
church and that it is nothing like the church of the 
New Testament. He logically showed the fallacies 
and inconsistencies of the arguments set forth by 
Luther and Narvaez. He kindly presented irrefutable 
truth. He forced the Catholics to admit things that 
dealt devastating blows to Catholicism. One of these 
was their admission that the pope is "just a man" and 
that some of the popes have been so wicked and im
moral they will surely be lost forever. This is not 
what Catholics want their people to believe. 

Mter the debate, quite a number of Catholics ex
pressed dissatisfaction with Catholicism and a desire 
to learn the truth. The Sunday after the debate two 
Catholic couples attended Bible class and worship at 
the Northern Oaks church. In class they expressed 
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their disappointment with Catholicism and felt they 
had been deceived. They requested further study with 
brother Conley, and these studies are now underway. 
Not only were the Catholics impressed, but also some 
Baptists have called brother Conley to express appre
ciation for his excellent defense of the truth. 

This debate was a success in every sense of the 
word. Brother Roy Deaver was the able moderator 
and gave invaluable assistance with charts, logical ar
guments, and questions. Brothers Conley and Deaver 
are an outstanding team "set for the defense of the 
gospel." This debate proves that truth, presented in 
love, will prevail. At a later date, sometime next year, 
brother Conley will again meet representatives of 
Catholic Response in a public forum. Box 584 

Wolfe City, TX 75496 
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PJ«e Z>edate 
Holy Spirit Baptism 

and Miracles 
Proposition 1: Resolved: The Scriptures teach that 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit 
are available to believers today and will be until the 
retum of Jesus Christ from heaven. 

Affirm: Jason Weatherly 
Pentecostal Church, Beebe, Arkansas 

Moderator: John Scheel 
Deny: John T. Lewis 

Church of Christ, Lone Grove, Oklahoma 
Moderator: Stephen Wiggins 

Proposition 2: Resolved: The Scriptures teach that 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit, miracles, and speaking 
in other tongues has (have) ceased and is (are) no 
longer in the church today. 

Affirm: John T. Lewis 
Deny: Jason Weatherly 

Thursday and Friday 
December 7·8, 1995 

7:00p.m. 

Lone Grove High School Cafetorium 
N. Meridian Drive • Lone Grove, Oklahoma 

{8 miles west of Ardmore on Hwy 70) 

For information call 
(405) 657-4455 or 657 ·3582 



Missionary Page -Rod Rutherford, editor 

The lord's Work in Malaysia 
By Ken Willis 

Malaysia is located in South Asia and on the 
north coast of the island of Borneo. It is 
slightly larger than the state of New 

Mexico. Being situated a little north of the equator, 
the climate is tropical. More than two-thirds of the 
country is covered in jungle. A high mountain range 
runs through the peninsula. The population of Malay
sia is 19,283,000 with about two million living in 
Kuala Lumpur, the nation's capital. The population is 
multi-racial. The primary groups are: Malays, Chi
nese, Indians, Europeans, Indonesians, and Filipinos. 

Malaysia is a former British colony with a stable 
government and a strong economy. The official lan
guage is Malay but English, Chinese, and Indian dia
lects are widely spoken. The official religion is Islam. 
Other religions are permitted to worship freely but 
forbidden by law to attempt to convert Moslems. 

The Lord's church had its beginning in Malaysia 
after the Ira Y. Rice Jr. family moved to Singapore in 
1955. Brother Rice came in contact with a Methodist 
preacher named Lye Hong Ming in Muar, Malaysia. 
Lye had left the Methodist faith and had begun what 
he called the "Jesus Christ Church." After studying at 
length with brother Rice, he d-ropped that name in 
favor of the "church of Christ." 

A few months later, a family left the Presbyterian 
church and began meeting on their own in the city of 
Klang. After several studies with this group, the 
Lord's church was established. Among those con
verted was David Chew who is now president of the 
Four Seas College of Bible and Missions in Singapore. 

After working in this region for five years, brother 
Rice and his family moved to Kuala Lumpur in 1961. 
The first worship service was held in their living room 
in April of that year. Among the first converts were 
Chan Kim Foh and his wife, Doris. They have re
mained faithful members in the congregation. Later 
that year, the Rices were joined by the Frank Pierce 
family. The work began to spread to other cities. 

Other missionary families have served in Malay
sia. Among them are the Jud Whitefields, Phil 
Wrights, Richard Matlocks, Miles Cothams, Ken 

Sinclairs, Don Greens, Ron War
poles, Charles Bishops, and this 
writer and his family who served 
from 1971-1975. In 1975 the gov
ernment refused to give any more vi
sas to missionaries. However, in 
1986 the Jim Dearman family was 
permitted in for two years. During 
this time, the Malaysia School of Rod Rutherford 

Preaching was begun in Klang. Brother Dearman 
served as the first director, and brother Peter Chin 
served as the administrator. Brother Chin continues 
to serve as the full-time administrator of the school as 
well as working with the church in Klang. 

There are 14 congregations in West Malaysia with 
over 500 members and one congregation each in 
Sabah and Sarawak with a total of about 15 members. 
There are eight full-time preachers in Malaysia, but 
there are a number of well educated, dedicated men 
who are capable preachers though self-supporting. A 
few congregations own their own building. Some are 
involved in supporting evangelistic work in India. 

Even though no missionary visas are now granted 
by the government, several former missionaries and 
others have returned on tourist visas to hold meetings 
and conduct campaigns. Several preachers have 
worked in Malaysia following the Annual South East 
Asia Bible Lectureship held in Singapore. As long as 
meetings are held where the church regularly meets, 
there are usually no restrictions from the government. 
However, when a public hall is used for a campaign, 
a special work permit is required and is usually ob
tained only with great difficulty. Tourist visas for 
three months are available for West Malaysia. Two 
week visas are granted for Sabah and Sarawak. 

If you would like to know more about the Lord's 
work in Malaysia or if you are interested in preaching 
there in gospel meetings, please write to me at Box 
385, Morrison, TN 37357 or call me at (615) 635-
2457. P. 0. Box 385 

Morrison, 1N 37357-0385 
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-Mercy-
By Frank Chesser 

Mercy inheres in God's way. God wants 
people who "love mercy" (Micah 6:8). 
Mercy begets mercy (Matt. 5:7). Mercy is 

one of the "weightier (heavier) matters of the law" 
(Matt. 23:28). The unmerciful will face a merciless 
God in judgment Uames 2:13). 

A proper view of self and sin is essential soil for 
the seed of mercy. The high priest's recognition of 
himself as being "compassed with infirmity" enabled 
him to have "compassion on the ignorant, and on 
them that are out of the way" (Heb. 5 :2). 

Blindness with regard to one's own faults fuels 
the censorious spirit. A mote-hunter is judge, jury, 
and hangman. He dons the judicial robe and runs 
roughshod over mercy. Eagle-eyed relative to his 
neighbor's flaws, he is oblivious to his own. Nothing 
promotes humility and mercy more than a reflective 
look at self. 

Self-righteousness is an insurmountable barrier 
to the merciful spirit. Thus, the Pharisee viewed self 
with pride, mercy with indifference, and the publican 
with contempt (Luke 18:9-12). Feeling no need of 
mercy, the elder son arrogantly averred, "Neither 
transgressed I at anytime thy commandment" (Luke 
15 :29). Conversely, a clear picture of self impelled 
the publican to exclaim, "God be merciful unto me a 
sinner" (Luke 18:13). 

B!Jiwll SCHOOL Of T181l PREACHING 

"Where the old paths are still new" 
Spiritual preparation for the 21st century 

Study every verse of every chapter of the Bibie In two years/ 
Receive up to 60 hours college-level transfer credit. 

-Faculty-
Dave Miller - Director 

Maxie B. Boren • Robert Dodson • Gary Fallis 
Tom Gaumer • Andy Kizer • Richard Massey . 

Johnny Ramsey • Don Simpson • Toney Smith 
Don Walker 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667 • Bedford, Texas 76095 

(817) 268-3222 • (817) 282-6526 
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Robed in Phariseeism, Paul drove merciless rivets 
of destruction into the church. Void of mercy and 
filled with madness (Acts 26: 11), he seveted parents 
from their children (Acts 8:3 ), embraced the syna
gogues with whips and chains (Acts 22:19), and 
painted the doorpost of the 'church with the blood of 
saints (Acts 22:4 ). However, a confrontation with 
Jesus, self, and sin drove Paul to his knees and 
flooded his soul with mercy and compassion· for a 
world in ruin (Acts 9). 

David took Uriah's wife and life. Yet destitute of 
mercy, he hesitated not to judge and sentence a man 
to death for taking the life of a neighbor's lamb. 
David's accusation, "He had no pity" (2 Sam. 12:6), 
was self-condemning. Only by seeing himself and his 
sin was he able to reclaim the spirit of mercy. Even so, 
mercy will elude me until I realize that,- I, too, "am 
the man" (2 Sam .. 12:7). 39 Andress 

jacksonville:. FL 32208 
' Fp 

FAULKNER 
UNIVERSITY 

LECTQRES 

~ 10-13.,· 1.996' 

PREACHING • INSPIRATIONAL SINGING 
LADIES CLASSES • FELLOWSHIP 

LUNCHEONS • SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 

W1UTE THE BIBJ.B DEPARTMENT FOR DETAILS 
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Hudson Nichols 
By Flavil H. Nichols 

H udson Nichols, 65, of Jasper, Ala., died at Hudson is survived by his wife Marilyn (nee 
his residence June 16. He had suffered from Harwell, who grew up in Corinth, Miss., and who he 
leukemia about two and one-half years. This met at Freed-Hardeman); two sons, Hudson Ray Ni-

illness eventually forced his retirement from preach- chols and wife Sherry of Owensboro, Ky., and Lind-
ing. He moved back home to Jasper. Death claimed sey Joe Nichols and wife Cathy of Jasper. He leaves 
him less than three months later. one grandson, Derek Nichols of Jasper, and two 

His first eleven years of schooling were at Jasper, granddaughters, Lauren Nichols of Jasper, and 
where his father, the late Gus Nichols, .-----------, Amanda Nichols of Owens- boro, Ky. 
preached for 43 years. For his senior Other survivors include three sisters: 
year Hudson attended David Lipscomb Gracie (Mrs. Frank D.) Young, Pulaski, 
High School, then graduated from Tenn.; Bertha (Mrs. G. Rile) Blackwood, 
Freed-Hardeman College. However, this Jasper; Carrie (Mrs. W.T.) Hamilton, 
did not terminate his studies, and in the Waxahachie, Texas; and by three broth-
ensuing years he amassed a library of ers, Flavil H. Nichols, Jasper; Foy W Ni-
hundreds of volumes. chols, Indianapolis, Ind.; and S. Harde-

At the age of 14 Hudson preached man Nichols, Dallas, Texas. His mother-
his first sermon, and (like his father) he in-law, Mrs. Kate Harwell of Corinth, 
spent the rest of his life preaching the Miss., also survives him. 
gospel of Christ. He served as local min- Hudson was preceded in death by an 
ister for churches of Christ in Amory and infant son in 1952. A daughter, Sharon 
Iuka, Miss., Rayville, La., Savannah, Tenn., Oxford, Sue Nichols, died in 1979. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ala., Gas- tonia, N.C., Owensboro, Ky., Evansville, Gus Nichols, predeceased him as did one sister, 
Ind., and the Yeaman Church of Christ, Falls of Vodie (Mrs. A.J.) Kerr. 
Rough, Ky. In addition to his local ministry, he The last Sunday he was able to attend worship, 
preached in revivals in at least 14 states. the church at Yeaman gave him and Marilyn a plaque 

Hudson also taught in the School of Biblical which reads: "Presented to Hudson and Marilyn: 
Knowledge, Evansville, Ind., for four years. He You came in 1990, and worked with us until 1995. 
served as the director of that school for 15 months. You leave us stronger in the faith. Our love and re-
Ar the same time he did "mission" work at Oakland spect go with you." The Yeaman church also gave all 
City, Ind. All this work was under the oversight of the that was contributed that day above their budget to 

elders of the Oak Hill church in Evansville. start a "Retirement Fund" for him. Every congrega-
For many years Hudson served on the board of tion in Grayson County has given to this fund, and 

Central Alabama Christian Youth Camp. As teacher other churches and individuals, some of whom are 
and counselor as well as by personal friendship, he not Christians, have subsequently contributed to it. 
touched the lives of countless young people. Even in Gifts in Hudson's memory may be sent to the 
his later years he served on the board and as a teacher Sharon Sue Nichols Memorial Scholarship Fund, 
at West Kentucky Christian Youth Camp, Marion, Ky. Freed-Hardeman University, Henderson, TN 38340. 

Funeral services were Sunday, June 18, at the Before her death, their daughter was a kindergarten 
Sixth Avenue Church of Christ in Jasper. Two of his teacher, and this fund helps train early childhood 
brothers, Hardeman Nichols of Dallas, Texas, and education majors. Marilyn may be contacted by tele-
Fiavil Nichols of Jasper, spoke. Brad Dillingham of phone at (205) 384-9229 or at P.O. Box 1724, Jasper, 
Corinth, Miss., Hudson's co-worker in North Caro- AL 35502. Route 9, Box 541 
!ina in 1980-81, conducted the graveside rites in Jasper, AL 35501 

FF Walker Memory Gardens at Jasper. 
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''Love the Truth'' 
By W. Kent Graham 

Zechariah gives the timeless exhortation to 
"love the truth" (Zech. 8:19). Every Chris
tian ought to have an abiding love of the 

truth, because it is the truth that saves. A momentary 
contemplation of life without truth is enough to 
cause us to cleave to it with renewed vigor and fer
vency. Our gratitude for this great spiritual blessing 
causes us to say with the psalmist, "Lead me in thy 
truth, and teach me; for thou art the God of my sal
vation; on thee do I wait all the day" (Psa. 25 :5). 

Our love of the truth causes us to "ask for the old 
paths, where is the good way." It directs us to the 
"strait gate" and "narrow way" that leads to life eter
nal. Because we "love the truth," we jealously guard 
against allowing truth to slip through our fingers to 
be "trodden under foot of men." "Therefore we 
ought to give the more earnest heed to the things 
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let 
them slip" (Heb. 2:1). All this we do because we 
"love the truth!" 

Yet, not all Christians "love the truth." Many of 
our brethren boldly say we cannot know the truth. 
They say that we cannot get a firm grasp on truth, 
because it is always changing. They disparagingly rel
egate truth to the realm of subjectivism. According to 
their reasoning, truth, like beauty, is in the eye of the 
beholder. What our erring brethren call "winds of 
change," the apostle Paul condemns for being "tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doc
trine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive" (Eph. 4:14 ). 

It is more difficult to be surprised when we hear 
what some brethren have drummed up in the place of 
God's truth. Then we remember that the "weeping 
prophet" faced similar dissension as he cried out, 
"And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: 
but they are not valiant for truth" Oer. 9:3). 

By any stretch of the imagination, we cannot say 
that our liberal brethren are "valiant for truth," or 
that they "love the truth." We must pray that they 
will repent before it is too late! 

One characteristic of "them that perish" is "that 
they received not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved" (2 Thess. 2:10). This is a sobering 

20 NFiovemFberd1~95 arm oun anon 

thought to the Christian with an eye toward eternity. 
To witness someone whom we had perceived as a 
faithful brother in Christ make a complete change· in 
his conviction for truth is both bewildering and 
frightening! Hesitantly we ask ourselves, "Could this 
happen to me?" We shudder to think that we would 
ever defiantly incur the wrath of God or that we 
might possess the audacity to "hold the truth in un
righteousness." So to ensure that we remain faithful 
we go directly to the source of faith, the Word of 
truth, and glean truth like gluttons. Our heart's de
sire is to receive "the love of the truth, that we might 
be saved." 

Zechariah's call for God's people to '.'love the 
truth" has not diminished in importance. We must~~ 
lovers of truth if we want to be followers of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Il)e!' 
Oohn 14:6). To say that we cannot know the truth, is 
to say that we cannot know Christ! We can know the 
truth, and we must "love the truth" because truth 
makes us free. 

It is a "love of the truth" that will keep us sound 
in the faith and hinder us from turning to the ·right 
hand or the left. We know to follow the example of 
the Bereans; we know to "try the spirits whether they 
are of God," and we know to "prove all things, hold 
fast that which is good," only if we have cultivated a 
healthy "love of the truth." If we truly "love the 
truth," we will respect divine authority and study the 

Evolution is Anti God's Word 
Darwin's or "Theistic" 
A 6,000-year-old earth is alsol 

Ussher's or Whitcomb and Morris' 
• • • • • 

Weare free! 
Let us consider all of the scriptures on these subjects. 

• • • • • 
To obtain a definitive article on both subjects 

using Bible references only 
Send $3.00 to 

P.O. Box 431651 • Houston, Texas 77243 
Cash or check payable to MCG 



Bible to show ourselves "approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di
viding the word of truth." We will try to be like the 
blessed man who delights himself in "the law of the 
Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night" 
(Psa. 1 :2}. To "love the truth" is the best way, and the 
only way, to remain in the truth! 

Paul warned of perilous times when men and 
women would not endure "sound doctrine." He said, 
"And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. 4 :2}. As we 

witness the teachings that pervade the church of our 
day, who would refuse to sound the alarm that we are 
in perilous times? Jehovah's faithful remnant must 
purpose in their hearts to stay the course and to re
main faithful against all odds and all adversity. At 
times it is lonely being one who "loves the truth," but 
we know that "if God be for us, who can be against 
us" (Rom. 8 :31). We also know that a crown of righ
teousness awaits all those who "love the truth ." 

P. 0. Box 276 
Atoka, OK 74525 
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Opal Shipp Turner 
(1912- 1995) 

By Raymond Elliott 

Opal Shipp Turner, often referred to as "The continued her education that she might work along-
First Lady of Alabama Christian College," side her husband. She completed a B.S. degree at 
died at the age of 82 on July 24, 1995, at her Huntingdon College in Montgomery and obtained a 

home in Montgomery. Her husband, Rex A. Turner Master 's degree in home economics from Auburn 
Sr., along with Joe Ben Greer and Leonard Johnson, University in 1954. 
founded this institution as Montgomery .------------. She, along with her husband, made 
Bible School in 1942, and he served sue- many sacrifices as they devoted them-
cessively as its co-president, president, selves to providing Christian education 
and chancellor for 31 years. Presently it for young men and women at the old 
is named Faulkner University. Montgomery Bible College and later 

Mrs. Turner was hostess for numer- Alabama Christian College. In 1967 
ous college events and taught home eco- they were instrumental in establishing 
nomics on the high-school and ·the co l- Southern Christian University, an upper-
lege levels for 22 years. She exerted a division college and graduate school 
tremendous influence in the lives of specializing in religious studies, in 
scores of young ladies who were en- Montgomery, which Dr. Turner has also 
rolled in her classes. In addition to her served as president and chancellor. 
academic achievements and contribu- Mrs. Turner's funeral services were 
tions, she was a devoted wife and a loving mother of conducted at Leak-Memory Chapel in Montgomery 
three children. on Wednesday, July 26, 1995. Don Greer led the con-

Opal Shipp Turner was born on Dec. 18, 1912, in gregational singing, and Paul Tarence led a prayer. 
the Corner community, north of Birmingham, Ala. The speakers were Gaddys Roy; Michael Turner, a 
She was a daughter of Octavia Bullard and M.M. grandson; and Raymond Elliott. Mrs. Turner is sur-
Shipp. She was a 1929 graduate of Corner High vived by her husband, Dr. Rex Turner; a daughter, 
School. Mary Turner Hargis of Nashville, Tenn.; a son, Dr. 

She married Rex A. Turner on Dec. 24, 1931. In Rex Turner Jr., of Montgomery; a sister, Sybil 
1936 they moved to Montgomery, Ala., where he Edmison of Corner; a brother, Lowell Shipp of Cor-
served various congregations as minister. ner; seven grandchildren and seven great-grandchii-

When Montgomery Bible School started, Mrs. dren. She was preceded in death by her older daugh-
Turner was one of the first srudents to enroll in the ter, Jackie Turner Long of Atlanta, Ga., in 1974. 

FF college classes and was one of the first graduates. She 
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The Twenty-First Annual Lectureship 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
IIYou Have Heard It Said ••• But, The Bible Saysll 

January 15-18, 1996 

1807 South Florida Avenue- Lakeland, Florida 33803 

Monday 
9:00a.m .... You Have H1!3rd II Said, 'Baptism Is Not Essential to Salvation· 

........................... -···-··-····· ................................. M~urke DIVIs Jr. 
9:45a.m .... You Have H1!3rrlll Said, 'Thou Shall Not Kilr: Part I ..... V. P. Black 

10:45 a.m .... You Have Heard II Said, ·we Are Saved by Grace. Not Law' 
............................................................. - .................... Winfred Clatt 

1:30 p.m . .. You Have Heard II Said, 'Conducting Services lor People 
in Religious Error Withoul Correcling Them Is Not Sin' 
................................................................................ Tsuy Hlghtowsr 

2:30p.m ... You Have Heard II Said, ' You Can Take the Lord's Supper 
on Any Day ol the Weel( ........ .... ............................. DIV/d P. Brown 

3:30p.m ... You Have Heard II Said, 'God Was Once a Man· (Mormonism) 
.......................................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

7:00p.m ... You Have H1!3rd II Said, 'Man Is Born in Sin' ..... Robert Williams 
7:45 p.m ... You Have H1!3rd II Said. 'Ills Arrogant and Divisive 10 Claim lo Be 

In the True Church' ........................................................... B. C. Carr 

Wednesday 
9:00a.m .... You 1/Jve H1!3rd II Said, 'Men Can Work Miracles Today' 

........................................................................................ Danny Cline 
9:45a.m .... You Have Hl!3rd It Said, 'Thou Shall Not Kilr: Part Ill ... V. P. Black 

10:45 a.m .... You Have H1!3rd II Said. ·unconverted Man Cannot 
Understand the Bible' _ .................................. - ............... B. C. Carr 

1:30 p.m . .. You Have H1!3rrlll Said. 'Adullery Is Getting a Divorce: 
Ills Not a Sexual Sin' .................................................... Bill Cantrell 

2:30p.m ... You Have H1!3rrlll Said. 'Simply Say the Sinners Prayer 
Where You Are and Be Saved' ..................................... _, Roy Dkks 

3:30p.m ... You Have H1!3rd It Said. 'We Should Seek Unity in Diversity 
lor Ills Impossible lor Men lo Agree on Doctrine' 
.................................................................................. David P. Brown 

7:00p.m ... You Have H1!3rd II Said, "VIe Need Prayer Pa~tners· 
................................................................................. Anthony Weeks 

7:45p.m ... You Have Hl!3rd II Said, "We Ought to Support 
Christian Education' .......................................... Winfred C/albome 

Tuesday 
9:00a.m .... You Have Hl!3rd II Said. 'Go the Second Mile and Turn 

the Other Cheek' .......................................................... Deuel Davis 
9:45a.m .... You Have H1!3rrllt Said. 'Thou Shall Not Kilr: Part II .... V. P. Black 

10:45 a.m .... You Have H1!3rrlll Said. 'Gospel and Not Doctrine Saves· 
.......................... - .... - ... - .................................... - .... Winfred Clark 

11:30 a.m .... Lunch - Photos: Facul/y. Student. Alumni 
1:30 p.m ... God Demands Bible Authority lor All We Do In Religious Mailers 

....................................................................................... Jimmy C/ark 

2:30p.m ... You Have Hwd II Said, 'Women Can Do Anything a Man Can Do 
In Religious Services' ..................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

3:30 p.m ... You Have H1!3rd II Said. 'Ills Sinful to Help Non-saints 
from the Church Treasury· ................................. Winfred Claiborne 

7:00p.m ... You Have Hl!3rd II Said, 'Jesus Is a 'God- ................ Devon Bryan 

7:45p.m ... You Havelleard II Said. "We Are Commilled to the Church 
Born Out ollhe American Restoration Movement' ..... Jimmy Clark 

Thursday 
9:00a.m .... You Have H1!3rd II Said. ' II Truth Is So Clear, Why Do Not All 

Believe II?' ,_ ............................................................ w. E. Wardlaw 

9:45a.m .... You Have Heard II Said, 'Mechanicallnsuumenls of Music 
In Worship Is a Maller of Opinion· ................................ Bill Cantrs/1 

10:45 a.m._ You Have Hl!3rd It Said, ' Ills Sinful lor One Church to Send 
Funds to Another Church lor the Pwpose of Evangelism' 
............................................................................ Winfred Claiborne 

1:30 p.m ... You Have Heard// Said. 'Civil Law Is Over Moral Law 
In Ma~riage. Divorce and Remarriage· _ .............. Tlll'ry Hightower 

2:30p.m ... You Have Hl!3rd II Said. ' People in the World Are Not 
Under Law to Christ' ................................................... Gene Burgs// 

3:30p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. 'Man Is Saved by Faith Only' .. Bob Bauer 

7:00p.m ... You Have Heard II Said, 'Christ Will Reign In Jerusalem 
on David's Throne lor 1.000 Yea1s· ............................. David MysrJ 

7:45p.m ... We Are Committed to lhe Church Born In Jerusalem ltoe First . 
Pentecost Following the Resurrection ol Christ ........ W/nfrsd Cl~rk 

Jackie Stearsman, 
Lectureship Directo r 

(8 13) 683-4043 
Winfred Clark 

ffi 
Robert Williams 

IJ 
Amhony Weeks 

lr5l 
~ 
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~ 
David Meyers 

. . 
~ 

T . Hightower 

The 1996 lectureship book, "You Have Heard It Said ••• But, The Bible Says* is being offered at a 
pre-publication price of $ 12.00 until January I , 1996. After this date, the price will be $ 14.00. 

Name No. of copies Total Enclosed 

Address 

City State Zip 
Will Pick Up Please Mail 

Mail To: Florida School Of Preaching - 1807 South Florida Avenue - Lakeland, Florida 33803 

22 November 1995 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

How May I Serve? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

M uch is being said today about the role of 
women in religious service. There is a 
widespread cry to expand their role and 

open the same doors that are open to men. Does God 
sanction the opening of these doors for women? Just 
today a call came to our home asking just where in 
the Bible God limits a woman's role. 

We are being told that women have not been al
lowed to fully serve. This cry is usually heard from 
those who equate service with a public role. This lim
its the sphere of our service! In any area of life much, 
if not most, service is done behind the scenes. This is 
true in the home, in business, in government and it is 
also true in religious matters. When we see the "up 
front" finished product, we can know for sure that 
most of the work (service) was done behind the 
scene. 

There is a principal found in 1 Samuel 30:24 
which says, "But as his part is that goeth down to the 
battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by the stuff: 
they shall part alike." We would do well to reflect 
upon that standard. Milton stated it like this. "He 
also serves who stand and waits." In other words, the 
one who serves behind the scenes is just as important 
as the one out front - sometimes more so! We are 
listening to the wrong source, ladies. 

In some circles we are hearing a demand for the 
woman to be allowed to preach. We already are! We 
"preach" when we give contribution to those who 
publicly proclaim God's Word whether here or 
abroad. We preach when we teach women and chil
dren God's sacred truth. We preach when we pri
vately teach as did Priscilla (Acts 18 :26). This writer 
preaches when she washes the clothes and irons the 
shirts for her preacher husband to go forth to pub
licly proclaim the unsearchable riches - when I per
form the daily tasks which free him to go. We do not 
need to mount the pulpit or lead in public worship to 
serve. In fact, the most effective preaching is not nec
essarily done from the pulpit! 

The wife and mother who manages the needs of 
her household and trains those precious children to 
respect and obey God is serving God in a vital capac-

ity. It is in this role that she renders 
his cause her greatest service. It is an 
important service that can deter
mine the future destiny of those she 
trains. If she trains them well, the 
church is strengthened. If she is 
careless, the church is weakened. Is 
there another role where a woman 
can serve with such a far-reaching influence? 

Christian women need to be at the forefront of 
displaying the beauty and contentment of service as 
Go~ decrees. We can perform a real service to his 
cause when we do this. Let us be happy filling our 
time with those vital, primary deeds which are the 
very backbone of his work. Those "menial" tasks 
must be done for his work to succeed. Why are 
we not busy with these? Why do we waste time 
clamoring for tasks God gave to man? Why can we 
not see that God has, in reality, protected us from 
many heartaches by placing upon man's shoulders 
the burden of difficult decisions pertaining to his 
church? 

Remember the sick who need help, the bereaved 
who need comforting, the discouraged who need en
couragement? There are many works which need our 
support. Much can be accomplished if we do not 
mind who gets the credit and if we are willing to 
work behind the scenes. Let me challenge every 
woman of God to be busy filling the role which God 
knew we could do best and exemplify the happiness 
and contentment which comes by serving according 
to his pattern. P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, TN 38063 
Fp 

Sheet Charts Made 
Ken Butterworth 

Twin flat sheets used (96"x66"). 
Quality made and cheapest price. 

I use pictures to illustrate. 
For free brochure write 
Bible Charts 

P.O. Box 310952 • Birmingham, Alabama 35231 
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Over I I 0 years of the 

Firm Foundation 
is soon to be available on CD-ROM. 

New enhanced features have been added: 
• Search the text for words or phrases 

• Search for Scripture references 

• Search through one issue or multiple issues 

• Print a sentence or an entire article 

• Copy and paste text into your own document 

• Available for • Windowsm • Macintoshm • DOS 

Prepublication price- $375.00 
After December 31, 1995 the price will be $525.00 

Special monthly payment plans are available to help you purchase your copy 

for the low prepublication price. 

To reserve your copy of this valuable study tool call 

Eddie Whitten • 1-800-572-3619 

or mail a check for $375.00 to 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 

(Money-back guarantee) 

Macintosh is a licensed trademark of Apple Computer Inc. Windows Is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 
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Potpourri ... 

Keep those cards and letters coming! Typical of 
comments made in many notes sent to the 
Firm Foundation are: "I greatly appreciate 

the work you are doing with the Firm Foundation. I 
receive many brotherhood publications and yours is 
the one I look forward to each month. ... Keep up 
the outstanding work you are doing in standing up 
for truth and exposing false doctrine (enclosed were 
19 new subscriptions). ... I enjoy the Firm Founda
tion. Keep up the good work - the brotherhood 
needs it .... My wife's uncle recently turned me on to 
the Firm Foundation. ... Appreciate your paper. . .. 
We appreciate your magazine so much .... Thanks 
for your fine publication. ... Please send us the Firm 
Foundation. I am enclosing a check for $28 for 2-
year subscription. ... Keep up this good paper. ... As 
always, your publication has proved invaluable in my 
efforts to preach the Word of Christ to a predomi
nantly Godless society. I thank you and your staff for 
your efforts (this one comes from Graham Walker in 
New Zealand)." Notes like this "sound like music to 
our ears." Thank you for the encouragement. We 
need it! 

Quotations 
0 He who knows not and knows not that he 

knows not is a fool- shun him! 
0 He who knows not and knows that he knows 

not is ignorant- teach him! 
0 He who knows and knows not that he knows is 

asleep - wake him! 
0 He who knows and knows that he knows is a 

leader - follow him! 
O"The advantage of doing one's praising to one

self is that one can lay it on so thick and exactly in the 
right places" (Samuel Butler). 

Announcements 
OWest Virginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, 

W.Va., concluded its first year of operation June 30, 
1995. Six full-time students participated in the inau
gural year of WVSOP. Emanuel Daugherty is the di
rector of the school located 9 miles south of Wheel
ing, W.Va., on St. Rt. 2. For more information phone 
(304) 845-8001. 

0 Doyle Kee of Switzerland advises that the 

churches in Northern Cameroon and Chad are doing 
well with hundreds of students taking Bible corre
spondence courses. One convert, David Nassa, after 
attending the Bible school in Jos, Nigeria, helped to 
establish 10 congregations in Chad. A new Bible
training center for French-speaking Mrica has been 
established in Cotonou, Benin. 

OManlif Barnes is the director of the Central 
Alabama School of Biblical Studies, sponsored by the 
Shades Mountain church in Birmingham, Ala. For 
more information about this new school contact 
brother Barnes at 959 Alford Ave., Birmingham, AL 
35226, or phone (205) 822-4006. 

More on Calvin and His Tiger 
OCalvin: "I'm a great believer in the value of 

novelty. I say anything new is good by definition! It 
can shock, insult, or offend me, so long as it doesn't 
bore me! If you can't give me something new, then 
repackage the old so it looks new! Novelty is all that 
matters! I won't pay attention if its not fresh and dif
ferent!" 

Hobbes (the tiger): "I see why timeless truth 
doesn't sell." 

Calvin: "Give me a good flash in the pan any 
day." 

End of comic strip. 
Editor,s comment: Now, I see where the change 

agents are getting their theology - it, s Calvin and 
Hobbes. 

Johannesburg 
0 Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe was heck

led by 200 gay and lesbian activists at the Jan Smuts 
airport in Johannesburg, South Mrica. Some of the 
protesters were dressed in drag. Mugabe barred ho
mosexual organizations from participating in Zim
babwe's International Book Fair, saying, "Associa-

SerDlOD outlines 
By M. L. Sexton 

-$6.95 plus $1.25 shipping-
orderfrom 

M. L. Sexton • P.O. Box 8400 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76124 
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tions of sodomists and sexual perverts deserve no 
rights." 

Seventy U.S. Congressional representatives, led 
by Rep. Barney Frank of Mass., wrote a protest letter 
to Mugabe. "Let the Americans keep their sodomy, 
bestiality, stupid and foolish ways to themselves," 
Mugabe responded. "In Zimbabwe gays shall remain 
a very sad people." 

San]ose 
OA friend sent us a few pages from the San jose 

Mercury News (Aug. 6, 1995) detailing marriages be
tween same sex couples. For the most part it was two 
women "marrying" each other. The paper reported 
that one of the women "marched down the aisle with 
her parents." The ceremony was conducted by 
Stanford University chaplain Robert Greeg. The 
woman said, "It's wonderful for any bride to have 
your parents there." Hmmrn! Who is the bride, pray, 
and who the groom? Are they both brides? The ·ar
ticle declared that two men, Steve (what is that old 
joke about Adam and Steve?) Lund and Chris Camp
bell, were "married" last year. 

O"Be fruitful and multiply .... " Fruitful ... yeah, 
pretty fruity. Multiply ... no way! 

- The Commission-
"Preach the gospel to every creature" 

-The Challenge-
5.6 billion people in the world 

and only a few hundred missionaries. 
-The Conclusion-

The media must bridge the gap between a small 
missionary force and a massive population. 

A "total approach" to world evangelism
RADIO • TELEVISION • LITERATURE 

IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 

Billions worldwide are hearing Truth for tile World broad
casts. Thousands are enrolled in Bible correspondence 
courses. Much remains to be done. Prayers and support are 
needed from faithful brethren everywhere. 

Write: Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, Tennessee 38175-1135 

Call: (601) 895-9740 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 
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Do Genes Cause Homosexuality? 

@Human Events Ouly 7, 1995) reports that Dean 
Hamer's study favoring the idea that genetics deter
mine homosexual behavior is under attack. Nearly 
two years after the study, John Crewdson, after a 
lengthy investigation, says that no other laboratory 
has confirmed Hamer's findings. 

According to Crewdson, Hamer and his lawyers 
are "defending" his study before the [government's] 
Office of Research and Integrity, which is investigat
ing allegations by one of Hamer's collaborators that 
he selectively reported his data in ways that enhanced 
the study's conclusions. Hamer refused to respond to 
written requests for comment delivered to his labora
tory and home. 

Marriage 
@William Smith says a wedding should begin 

long before the invitations go out. Here are seven 
suggestions for preparing for your child's wedding 
while the child is still small: (1) Pray for your child 
and his or her future mate. (2) Instill the value of 
sexual chastity. (3) Guide your child as he or she be
gins to show interest in the opposite sex .... Casual 
dating is an opportunity for the young to experience 
each other as the opposite sex and learn how to relate 
to each other. .. . Serious dating is for seeking a mar
riage partner and preparing for marriage. (4) Estab
lish the principle that Christians may marry "only in 
the Lord," which means, of course, to marry accord
ing to God's instructions about marriage ... no same 
sex marriages ... lifetime partners. ... Do not marry 
someone who is not free to marry. (5) Give your child 
the example of a good Ephesians 5 marriage ... a rela
tionship that is happy, thoughtful, and stable. (6) Get 
across that God hates divorce. 

Think About It 

@Cal Thomas, noted newspaper columnist, 
made the observation, "Those who once were keep
ers of the gateways of learning have little left to offer. 
Their fields have been impoverished; .. . college pro
fessors . . . denounce falsehood and injustice while 
teaching that truth and justice are illusions." J. Allen 
Smith, the father of modern education reforms, con
fessed: "The trouble with us reformers is that we 
have made reform a crusade against all standards. 
Well, we have smashed them all, and now neither we 
nor anyone else has anything left." 

@Change crusaders in the church should please 
take notice. 



NEA Resolutions 
@More than 8,000 delegates to the National Edu

cation Association's annual convention gathered in 
Minneapolis over the Fourth of July weekend. Among 
many resolutions adopted were the following: 

• B-8. Sexual Orientation Education. The Na
tional Education Association recognizes the impor
tance of raising the awareness and increasing the sen
sitivity of staff, students, parents, and the community 
to sexual orientation in our society. The Association, 
therefore, supports the development of positive plans 
that lead to effective ongoing training programs for 
educating employees for the purpose of identifying 
and eliminating sexual orientation stereotyping in 
the educational setting. Such programs should attend 
to but not be limited to -

a. Accurate portrayal of the roles and contribu
tions of gay, lesbian, and bisexual people throughout 
history, with acknowledgment of their sexual orien
tation. 

b. The acceptance of diverse sexual orientation 
and the awareness of sexual stereotyping whenever 
sexuality and/or tolerance of diversity is taught. 

c. Elimination of sexual orientation name-calling 
and jokes in the classroom. 

d. Support for the celebration of a Lesbian and 
Gay History Month as a means of acknowledging 
the contributions of lesbians, gays, and bisexuals 
throughout history. 

Florida School 
of Preaching 
1807 South Florida Avenue 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 
(813) 683-4043 

! Strong Bible Emphasis 
! Two-Year Program 
! 100 Semester Hours 
! No Tuition 
f Scholarships Available 
! Qualified Faculty 
f Approved for V.A. Benefits 
f Call or Write 

Jackie M. Stearsman, Director 

Training Preachers Since 1969 

• B-35. Sex Education. The association recog
nizes that the public school must assume an increas
ingly important role in providing the instruction. 
Teachers and health professionals must be qualified 
to teach in this area and must be legally protected 
from censorship and lawsuits. The Association urges 
its affiliates and members to support appropriately 
established sex education programs, including infor
mation on sexual abstinence, birth control and fam
ily planning, diversity of culture, diversity of sexual 
orientation, parenting skills, prenatal care, sexually 
transmitted diseases, incest, sexual abuse, sexual ha
rassment. To facilitate the realization of human po
tential, it is the right of every individual to live in an 
environment of freely available information, knowl
edge, and wisdom about sexuality. 

The Firm Foundation is shocked that more than 
4,000 delegates to the convention would vote "aye" 
on these resolutions. Maybe each of us should check 
with our local school board and parent-teacher asso
ciation to see if any of them think it is wise to teach 
our young ones that being queer is not queer. 

How's That? 
@Louis Farrakhan and his group, The Nation of 

Islam, are heirs of a black triumphalist sect founded 
in Detroit in 1930 by W.D. Fard. From the begin
ning, its disciples have believed that all non-black 
races are the products of a prehistoric breeding ex
periment conducted on the island of Patmos by Dr. 
Yacub, a malcontent exiled from an original black 
Eden centered in Mecca. The role of whites, the 
most degenerate of the half-breeds, has been to per
secute blacks until the appearance of a Messenger 
(Fard) who would reveal the truth and set black 
minds free. This was what Elijah Muhammad be
lieved, what Malcolm X believed, until he converted 
to orthodox Islam, what Louis Farrakhan has be
lieved for 40 years. 

Embryos 
!?lThe United States Congress opened the door to 

federal funding for research conducted on live hu
man embryos. The National Institute for Health im
paneled a tribunal of 19 men and women to "recom
mend ethical guidelines" for splicing, dicing, cloning, 
and flushing down the drain newly conceived hu
mans. The tribunal consists of "scientists, ethicists, 
lawyers, patient advocates, a religion professor, a so
ciologist and a philosopher." Panel chairman, Steven 
Muller, president emeritus of Johns Hopkins Univer
sity, and a former embryo himself, had indicated in 
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words paraphrased by the Washington Post, that "the 
panel would probably steer a course that allowed 
some research to proceed while denying funds for 
other projects that are ethically objectionable or sci
entifically worthless." 

Human embryos, reports the Washington Post, 
could also be used in experiments to "test suspect 
chemicals." Here the human embryo would be raised 
up in a laboratory dish past the point at which it 
can be artificially implanted in a mom/surrogate/ 
customer. Once big enough to provide useful data, 
the embryo would be bombarded with a "suspect 
chemical" to see what happens to it. For the little 
humans drafted into this program- nobody gets out 
alive. 

Animal rights activists would not allow this to 
happen to pigs or spotted owls, but nobody seems to 
care about human embryos. We have been desensi
tized by abortion and the wholesale destruction of 
human life. May God have mercy on those of us who 
sit silent while such slaughter and confusion is pre
vailing. 

Drugs 
OReason Magazine (April 1994) reports that 

most serious drug abusers either die or get their 
problems under control, with or without treatment. 
Treatment is not a prerequisite to controlling drug 
consumption, or even to abstinence. Most drug users 
who quit, whether heroin addicts or tobacco addicts, 
do so without treatment. 

Good Idea 
OJeffrey Hart made an astounding discovery. "I 

have come up with a cure for AIDS, and I await my 

Midwestern 
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Nobel Prize. The cure will not cost taxpayers a dime. 
AIDS will disappear in 15 years if homosexual men 
find some other mode of satisfaction besides sodomy 
and people stop exchanging dirty needles. These re
forms should not be impossible to achieve. 

Contemporary Songs 
OSteven V. Taylor has arranged 50 contemporary 

songs. To help us better appreciate the great worth 
and value of some of these songs, we here reproduce 
the words. 

OMyTurnNow 
Well, it's my turn now. 
Well, it's my turn now, 
My turn to give my life away. 
Well, it's my turn now. 
Well, it's my turn now. 
Well, it's my turn now, 
My turn to give my life away. 
My turn to say I love Him, 
My turn to let Him know 
My life is His, so where He leads me -
That's where I will go. 

0 Sing, Shout, Clap 
Sing, shout, clap your (:tands; 
Give praise unto your Maker; 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. 
Sing, shout, clap your hands; 
Give praise unto your Maker, 
For the Lord, He is Almighty God. 
This is the day of celebration; 
This is the day to rejoice! 
The Lord, our God, is our Deliverer. 
So let's just praise His name. 

0 I Love You, 0 My Lord! 
I love you, 0 my Lord; 
I love you, 0 my Lord, 
My Rock, my Savior, my Deliverer
I love you, 0 my Lord; 
I love you, 0 my Lord. 

There's more, but you get the point. These "new" 
songs are just dandy. They are a responsible challenge 
to our traditions. They represent renewal, restora
tion, life change, vibrant churches, and effective 
evangelism; they refine our theology and our prac
tice of worship. As you can see, the words are super
ficial. The important thing is the beat. If performed 
to a beat like that of Mrican. tribal music resulting in 
jumping and jerking, they really give a new worship 
experience. They are so much better than those old, 
tired, worn-out, lifeless songs like "A Mighty For
tress is Our God," "Tell Me the Story of Jesus," and 
"I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord." 

It is grand to be liberated. 



Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

-Mississippi-

Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. Branson -Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 

Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866, 334-3757. 

-Alaska-

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 795-6178. 

Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 

N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Darrell 
Braking, evangelist. 

-Montana-

(907) 456-4921. 

Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244, Gene Bench, 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 minister. 

-Alabama- Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. -Nevada-

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, Boulder City- Boulder City Church of Christ, 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 

553.o546• McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. Hartley Simmons, minister. 

-Arizona-

Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Braking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 (407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. . .... West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 

9, 10 a.m., S p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 

AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy N on Altadena Dr. ..... 
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

-Georgia-

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Indiana-

Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, V.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m.HomeofOklahonuJ 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott Lowder, Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 minister. 787-5814. 

central. 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 South Church Sl, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

- Minnesota -

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 
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- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Damon B. Lundy, minister. 
(803) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-

west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher; 
joseph D. Meador, d!r~~?r. of SWSBS. 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith. • 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 W)uzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. ..... 
San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
SOt McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun- Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
dation Lectureship. • • • • • Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 a.m., 1 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 

Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, minister. (103) 382-~8??· •• 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, evangelist. Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 

Houchins, I-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
St., 16053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 1 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. ..... 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 2S miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South-

p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie Hampton - Hamp;o~ • Church of Christ, 451 
Whitten, preachers. • • • • • Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith~ 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. ..... 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. · 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 15513, 
(903) 671-2369, 611-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

p.m., Wed. 1 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. . .... 
Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~ mile S. I-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (103) 
637-4244, (103) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., S p.m., Wed. 1 
p.m., Loran Gearhart (301) 634-3040 

Sheridan - Northside • Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9,· 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (301) 672-
6110. 

-nrm Foaadatloa Book Sale-
Save 20% off the listed price! 

Firm Foundation Lecture Books: 
• The Firm Foundation of God Standeth .... $14.00 •Joshua •••..••••....•.•..........•...•..........•.•••........ $14.00 
• Luke .......................................................... $15.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 1 .................................... ~ ... $14.00 
•John .......................................................... $16.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 2 ........................................ $20.00 

Other Books: 
• What the Bible Teaches (Vol. 2), Leslie G. Thomas ............................................... $5.00 
• The Nature of Things to Come, Stanley Sayers ..................................................... $3.50 
• That They May All Be One, Elbridge B. Linn ......................................................... $4.00 
•Is Baptism Essential to Salvation?, Jeny Moffltt ................................................... $3.50 
• The Man Who Has Faith, Winfred Clark and Wayne Dunnaway ............................ $4.00 
• The Way to Get What You Want, W. M. Davis ~ ....................................................... $3.50 
•1 01 Sermon Outlines, Frank L. Cox ....................................................................... $4.50 
• According to Luke, Frank L. Cox ............................................................................ $3.50 
•Church Administration, Handbook for Leaders, Walter Adams .............................. $3.00 
• Functioning Leadership in the Church, Charles Moore ......................................... $3.00 
• He Lifted Me, (Class Studies) Mrs. Hallie Kellogg ................................................. $3.50 
• My Triumphant Life, Harvey Childress .................................................................... $2.50 

Please send no money. • We will bill you 2096 off the 11.9ted price plus shipping and handling costs. 
• • • • • 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
maHer i~ accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundahon, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis· 
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
The church in Osage Beach, Missouri, is sorely in 
need of a preacher to help us evangelize this area 
and do the preaching. But we must have a man 
with most of his support, for we are a new and 
small group. The beautiful Lake of the Ozarks is a 
wonderful and beautiful place to retire. An you 
interested in such. a place where you could help 
much in mission work? If any are interested in this 
needy place and work, you may write W.J. Stanley 
or phone (314) 346-3892 or write P.O. Box 832, 
Camdenton, MO 65020 · 

Florida congregation needs full-time minister. We 
are seeking a conservative family man to help us 
grow. Please send r~sum~ and references to West 
Nassau Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1508,Callahan, 
FL 32011 (904) 845-3843. 

Preacher wanted: The church in Ellensburg, W A is 
looking for a preacher; sound doctrinally. Send all 
correspondence to Chuck Verkist, 906 E. 2nd Ave., 
Ellensburg, WA 98926. Send resum~ with sermon 
tape. (509) 925-2593 after 2:00p.m. Pacific time 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send resum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-
2554. 

Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains of Morgan 
County seeks energetic preacher. Ideal for ex
military or retired couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Contact Matt 
Morrison (915) 674-2638. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. Weals~ 
buy religious books and. libraries. , . " 

Oak pews, 12-15 h. length, 8-10ft. long, all padded 
except 4. In good condition. Contact Robertson 
County Church of Christ, 2980 Highway 41 South, 
Springfield, TN 37172. (615) 643-1021. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 

316 theater scats with padded cushions in very 
good condition. Only asking a small price. Marietta 
Church of Christ, 305 S.W. 3rd Street, Marietta, 
OK 73448. (405) 276-2363. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Major Prophets 
(1995 lectureship). The Minor Prophets (1990). The 
Providence of God (1989). Order from POWER 
Publications, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. Each book 
$15.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. Multiple 
orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/11 (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

<;:ongrcgation of approx. 150 members about 15 
miles south of Austin, TX needs a replacement. for 
retiring preacher in Dec:. '95-Mar. '96 time frame. 
Presently seeking a sound, energetic:, evangelistic 
gospel preacher who will live and preach the pure 
Word of God in a dynamic, challenging, bold 
maqner, speaking the truth in love. Please send 
r~sum~ with reference to.· the Elders, Church of 
Christ, 330 Live 0* Dr., Buda, TX· 78610-9287 
or call Charlie DiPalma (512) 398-5211. Minister needed for small congregation ASAP. Tape Dubbcrs- VCR/cassettc reproduction. Call 

$200.00 week to start. Send r~sum~ to Ottawa for pricing, Jack Tittle (919) 937-7358. 
County Church of Christ, P.O. Box 123, Port 
Clinton, OH 43452. (419) 734-6663. 

Two positions open immediately - A qualified 
man for the positi<?n for an associate minister is 
~ing sought by the Elizabethtown Church of Christ. 
This position will require one to have· demonstrated Sound congregation looking for a conservative 
strengths in motivating local outreach and minister. Partial support would be needed. We can 
facilitating parental leadership in youth activities. offe~ house, utilities, and $800.00 month. Send 
We are interested in this man helping us to work · resum6 and· tape to Westside Church of Christ, 
effectively and do not expect him to do the work 1625 N. 7th St., Arkansas City, KS 67005. (316) 
for us. We arc also searching for a family to locate 442-3100 or (316) 442-0854. 
in Donetsk, Ukraine and work with the Central The Church of Christ in Wallowa, OR seeking a 
congregation. This family should be able to minister; support furnished by congregation. 
encourage practical Christianity in life and teach Contact' Wallowa Church of Christ, P.O. Box 24, 
sound doctrine in the Word. We arc interested Wallowa, OR 97885. Phone 1-800-350-7735. Ask 
in filling both positions by January 1. Those for Bob Bennett, weekdays 6:30-9:00 p.m. or all 
interested in either of these positions should con- day Saturday. 
tact the Elizabethtown elders by mail at P.O. _::....._ __ ...:...._ ___________ _ 
Box 652, Elizabethtown, KY 42702-0652; by fax Locust Bayou Church of Christ, a rural con
at 502-737-0491; or by E-mail75452.1373 @com- gregation of about 80-90 members, is looking for a 
puserve.com. middle-aged man for a full-time preacher. We have 

elders. Salary, house provided; utilities paid. This 
We need experienced personal worker/minister and congregation is located 12 mi. E of Camden, AR. 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in Call Roland Nichols (501) 574-2235 or Bob 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and McLendon (501) 574-0707. 
wife teaching team. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting time, vacation and bonus. (Housing Full-time evangelist. Salary and benefits included. 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 Attn: Elders, Eric Church of Christ, 2317 W. 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA 16506. Call (ch. bldg.). 
tape, r~sum6, and family picture to Church of (814) 838-4866. 
Christ, Box J, Del Norte, co 81132. May need ----P-re_a_c_h_e_rs_A_"_a-.• ,-a-b-le __ _ 
outside support or income. ·• 

Congregation of 100 members is looking for a 
preacher to live in local c~mmunity. Partial support 
would be required. ·Send r~sum6 to Marshfield 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 458, Marshfield, MO 
65706 (417) 859-4369 or 859-6491 

Congregation in central Missouri,. self-supporting; 
60-65 members, seeking a conservative gospel 
preacher. Contact Church of Christ, P.O. Box 29, 
Higginsville, MO 64037 

Preacher available. Dennis Crecelius, Box 476, Italy, 
TX 76651. (214) 483-7523. 

Preacher, 58, married, wants to relocate in general 
area of N. TX or S. OK with congregation of 50-
100. Have been with church in Eunice, LA for 16 
years. BSE and MA from ACU in 1959 and 1964. 
For r~sum6, references, and info., write Jerry A. 
Price, 331 S. 4th, Eunice, LA 70535, or call 318· 
546-0347. Need to be nearer aging parents. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active .congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. FulVpart time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate. weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for your retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

Wanted: Resident attendants for adult residential 
facility scheduled to open in summer 1995. Indian 
Rock Village will serve 6 developmentally disabled 
individuals. Prefer physically fit mature couple. 
Must be Christians with attributes identified in 
Gal. 5:22-23. Beautiful home on 5 acres in Sierra 
Nevada foothills. Salary, room, board, some health 
benefits. Contact Dick or Veda Crow, 7781 Hwy 
193, Garden Valley, CA 95633. (916) 333-4075. 
References required. 

Planning retirement? Too little income? My 
answer--support yourself in the Lord's work where 
needed. Truly ground Ooor opportunity-unique 
electronic air purifiers-home, auto, commercial
inexpensive. Solve many breathing problems. 
Removes dust, smoke, bacteria, odors, gases, mold, 
dander, dust mite waste. Make over $100,000 
annually with new luxury car bonus. Information
call Ken Franklin (retired gospel preacher), 1-800· 
708-6237 or write 3903 Butternut Ct., Brandon 
FL 33511 
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Preaching 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

(This is the first in a series of articles by brother 
Hall on preaching. The Firm Foundation believes the 
lessons are much needed, will be appreciated, and 
may be of inestimable help to the brotherhood.) 

I t's always been tough to be a preacher. Today it's 
tougher than ever. Preachers are expected to 
lead when all leadership is suspect, to commu

nicate with the skill of Ronald Reagan, to be as fam il 
iar with the opinio ns of the day as George Barna, to 
manage the members with the diplomacy of Henry 
Kissinger and the church business like a Harvard 
M.B.A. And if he doesn't measure up? Well, we all 
know what happens when he doesn't measure up! It's 
moving time again . 

W hile some moves have assuredly been a blessing 
for both the preacher and the congregation, most· 
moves have been no more than a shifting of problems 
- the congregatio n gets another preacher who can't 
measure up; the preacher gets a new congregation 
with unreasonably high expectations. Only the mov
ing company benefits. 

This column's purpose is to help both th e 
preacher and the congregation. Congregations need 
to learn that no preacher is (or can be) perfect; 
preachers need to learn that necessary imperfection 
is no excuse for persistent mediocrity. 

Like husband and wife, congregation and 
preacher are one. Their aspirations and aims, prom
ises and prospects are the same. In congregational 
life, as in marriage, for harmony to prevai l, mutual 
respect and cooperation must abound. A peaceful 

rather than a polemic attitude is essential for a suc
cessful relationship between the preacher and the 
pew. Wh ile no honeymoon lasts forever, divorce 
court is to be assiduously avoided. Only greater ani
mosity can result if pertinent parts of a colu mn ad
dressing preachers are appropriately underlined and 
mailed anonymously to the underliner 's preacher. 
Only greater distrust can result if pertinent parts of a 
column addressing congregations are inserted into a 
sermon outline and used to "whip the brethren into 
line." This column will fail if it produces no more 
than hand grenades to lob in personal battles. 

T here is a de licate balance between "Be not 
many of you teachers" and "Take heed how 
yo u hear." The time is past (if it ever existed) 

when poorly p repared sermons cou ld edify the pew. 
The time never existed when poorly prepared listen
ers co uld be edified even by a masterpiece. While 
there may be a shortage of p reachers, especially good 
preachers, there is an even greater shortage (at least 
percentagewise) of good listeners. The listeners de
serve to be helped by fresh , timely, sermons germane 
to 21st-century life. The preachers deserve to be 
helped by attentive, Bible-loving, God-feari ng and 
worshiping hearers whose delight is in the law of the 
Lord. Both require hard work. Neither preaching nor 
listening is a passive activity. 

One d isclaimer- that which you read in this col
umn is intended to bear no resemblance to persons 
living or dead. That be ing the case, no names will 
need ro be changed to protect either the innocent or 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Hubrisism 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

H ighbrowism claims that ordinary people 
cannot hope to fully understand the 
Bible text. By word and by attitude 

these intellectual snobs tell us that unless we 
have gone through "the grueling give-and-rake 
of graduate education" we cannot know from 
our personal study what "doth the Lord require 
of thee." We are dependent for a good grasp o f 
gospel truth upon those who have advanced de
grees in h istory and culture and in the Greek and Hebrew lan
guages. 

We agree that deep Bible knowledge comes from unflagging 
study. We are told to "Study - give diligence - to show thyself 
approved unto God, a wo rkman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15). We must labor at 
the task of knowing revealed truth so that we are able to get it right 
and cut it straight. According to the psalmist, the man who is 
blessed is the one whose "delight is in the law of the Lord and in 
that law doth he meditate both day and night." 

We do not agree that those who have sat for endless hours in 
classrooms and have burned midnight oil in reading internation
ally known theologians with unpronounceable names necessarily 
have such Bible awareness. Such a one may be expert in the writ
ings of Kierkegaard, Heidegger, Buber, Schleirmacher, and Barth, 
bur if he has not studied Peter, Paul, James, and John he is "sound
ing brass and clanging cymbal" - noisy but empty, mere sound 
and fury. 

We are powerfully convinced that a person of ordinary intell i
gence who takes up his Bib le daily and s tudies ·it carefully can 
know what God wants us to do and be. The average person can 
understand the requirements of Holy Writ and pass muster on 
judgment day. What more is needed? 

There is hardly anything more insufferable th an swaggering 
pompos ity. Dwight Eisenhower said such a one is "a man who 
takes more words than are necessary to tell you more than he 
knows." Mao Tse-tung cal led the inte llectual snob "one who is 
swoll en in head, weak in legs, sharp in tongue." 

There is, of course, a vast difference between intelligence and 
intellectual snobbery. A snob is educated beyond his intellect; real 
intelligence keeps a sense of humility and avoids an attitude of ar
rogance. Hubris is offensive and gives off a foul aroma. 

Paul of Tarsus was a highly educated man, but he did not allow 



that to defeat his common sense. Though Paul could match degrees 
with the best of them, he did not flaunt it, but to the p rofound re
verse warned the church against stuffed-shirts: 

For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but 
unto us who are saved it is the power of God. For it is written, I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And the discernment of the 
discerning will I bring to nought. W here is the wise? where is the 
scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom o f the world? For seeing that in the wisdom 
of God the world through its wisdom knew nor God, it was 
God's good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching ro 
save them that believe. Seeing that Jews ask for signs, and Greeks 
seek after wisdom: but we p reach Christ crucified, unto Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foo lishness; but unto them 
that are called, both Jews and Greeks, C hrist the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God. Because the foolish ness of God is wiser 
than men; and the weakness of God is st ronger than men. For 
behold your calling, brethren, that nor many wise after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but God chose the 
foolish things of the world, that he might put to shame them that 
a re wise; and God chose t he weak things o f the world, tha t he 
might put to shame the things that are strong; and the base things 
of the world, and the th ings t hat are despised, did God choose, 
yea and the things that are nor, that he might bring tO nought the 
things that arc: that no flesh should glory before God. But o f him 
are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, 
and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption : that, ac
cording as it is written, He that glorierh, let him glory in the Lord 
(1 Cor. 1:18-31 ). 

Bear in mind, Paul is not talking about bona fide intelligence, 
but about pomposity and haughtiness. "Pride goeth before 
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall." 

I wisdom have made prudence my dwell ing, and find our knowl
edge and discretion. The fear of Jehovah is to hate evil: Pride, 
and arrogancy, and rhe evi l way, and rhe perverse mouth, do I 
hare (Prov. 8: 12-13 ). 

We owe a debt of gratitude to those who have distinguished 
themselves by attaining the highest degrees of academia. We are 
equally indebted to many highly educated men now living who 
have the ability and balance not to thin k more highly of themselves 
than they ought to think. It seems, however, that it is a rare thing for 
a person to earn academic heights and sti ll keep his common touch . 

To teach us that we are dependent on them for our salvation 
and had better mind our p's and q's some religious snobs tell us 
that unless we have terminal degrees in the original languages and 
in ancient history and culture, we can neither understand nor ex
plain a verse of Scripture. Looking at these experts we note that 
not one of them holds doctorates in Greek, H ebrew, Ancient His
tory, and Early Culture (that would be four doctorates). A doctor
ate in English would also be needed to be able to tell us what he 
knows. Five doctorates? No one has five doctorates. Therefore, if 
the reasoning is correct, there is no one person who can read, un
derstand, and explain a passage fro m the Bible. It would require a 
committee of at least four and maybe five to do the work. This is 
the ultimate in removing the Bible from the common man. 

Others, affecting an offensive air of self-satisfied superiority, 
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claim that since God's knowledge is unbounded, he is 
too wise to be able to tell us what he wants us to 
know. These haughty teachers admit, in their weaker 
moments, that they are mortal and their understand
ing is finite. Still, they try, in their finite wisdom, to 
tell us about the limitations of infinite wisdom. This 
appears to be incongruous with reason and even run
of-the-mill horse sense (my apologies to the horse). 

With pursed lips and furrowed brows some "in
tellectuals" claim that God can only talk to us in baby 
talk. The mighty maker of all things is reduced to 
gurgling and cooing and babbling out his frustration 
in not being able to communicate with his creature in 
grown-up talk. We wonder if it has ever occurred to 
these teachers that if God is infinite in wisdom then 
he is fully able to use language and signs adequately 
to make his will known to his creation. 

If not, then it is unmerciful, unjust, and 
ungodlike for him to call us to account. If he gives a 
revelation that is insufficient for humans to under
stand what he is saying to them, then his wisdom is 
limited and not infinite. To reward or punish on the 
basis of jabberwocky is manifestly un fa ir. Such a be
ing is not the great I AM. 

Pseudo-intellectualism has as its goal the mastery 
of history and the banishment of traditio n. This can 
never be the purpose of the church described in the 
New Testament because its identity stands or falls by 
her commitment to the Holy Scripture. Since the 
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Word of God is the seed of the church, as taught in 
Luke 8:11, the two are joined and may not be suc
cessfully severed. 

Liberalism makes a fool out of itself. It leads the 
gullible from o ne extreme to another and fi nally 
strips away all covering and leaves him naked. It is 
li ke dead sea fru it- it p romises fair and performs 
nothing. Some are so blinded by this idol that they 
never recover from the malad y. Overweening pride 
may cause some to be too ashamed to admit their 
mistake. The more intelligent may fo llow th e piping 
o f liberalism for a distance, but good sense takes over, 
and this foolish philosophy is abandoned, and the 
person who has been duped by it laughs at himself, if 
he has any wit left. One university professor of inter
national reputation describes his odyssey in liberal
ism and modernism and postmodernism as follows: 

To sharpen my portrayal of theology 's ami
able accommodation to modern ity, I will de
scribe a particular individual, an ordained theo
logian whom I have known for a long time and 
whose career until recently can only be described 
as that of a 'movement person.' If I appear to go 
into needless derai l about this person, it is none
theless useful to learn of the specifics of what I 
mean by an addictive accommodationism . In his 
pursuit of movements, his overall pattern was 
dil igently ro learn from them, to throw himself 
into them, and then eventually ro baptize them 
insofar as they showed any remote kinship with 
Christianity, and then to turn ro another move
ment. 

Now well into middle age, our subject took 
his fi rst plunge in to 'movement identity' at six
teen when he joined the United World Federal
ists ro promote world government through vari
ous educational and church groups. From 1954 
(when he attended the Evanston Assembly) to 
1966 (at the Geneva World Conference o n 
Church and Society) he was much involved in 
ecumenical debate, promotion, and organi
zation. His deepening involvement in the c ivil 
righ ts movement began at about seventeen and 
four years later was intensified by his attendance 
at the national NAACP convention in 1953 and 
by subsequent participation in marches, demon
strations, pray-ins, sit-ins, lener campaigns, and 
other forms of political activism. 

More than a decade before the Vietnam 
War, o ur 'movement theologian' was an active 
pacifist, struggling to motivate the antiwar 
movement during the difficult McCarthy days. 
The fact th:u he understood himself as a demo
cratic socialist and theore tical Marxist during 
the McCarthy period did not make his task any 
easie r. He spearheaded the first Students for 
Democratic Action group to be organized in his 



conservative home state in the early 1950s. By 
the mid-1950s he was active in the American 
Civil Liberties Union; in the pre-NOW women's 
rights movement as an advocate of liberalized 
abortion; and as a steady opponent of states' 
rights, military spending, and bourgeois moral
ity. His movement identity took a new turn in 
the late 1950s when he became enamored with 
the existentialist movement, immersing himself 
particularly in the demythologization move
ment, writing his doctoral dissertation on its 
chief theorist. 

The early 1960s found him intimately en
gaged in the client-centered therapy movement. 
Later he became engrossed in Transactional 
Analysis and soon was actively participating in 
the Gestalt therapy movement, especially 
through Esalen connections. His involvement 
deepened in the 'third force' movement in hu
manistic psychology, struggling to move beyond 
psychoanalysis and behaviorism, as he contrib
uted to its journals and experimented with its 
therapeutic strategies in his theological school 
classrooms. This was supplemented by several 
years of involvement in the TGroup movement 
associated with the National Training Laborato
ries, which he tried to integrate into his religious 
views. In the early 1970s, he joined a society for 
the study of paranormal phenomena, taught a 
class in parapsychology, and directed controlled 
research experiments with mung beans, Kirlian 
photography, biorhythm charts, pyramids, tarot 
cards, and the correlation of astrological predic
tions with the daily ups and downs of behavior. 

My purpose in reciting this long litany is not 
to boast, for indeed I am that wandering theolo
gian, less proud than amused by the territory I 
have covered. Rather, the purpose is to recite a 
straightforward description of what at least one 
mainline Protestant theologian conceived to be 
his task in successive phases of the last few de
cades. 

So when I am speaking of a diarrhea of reli
gious accommodation, I am not thinking of 'the 
other guys' or speaking in the abstract, but out of 
my own personal history. I do not wish contritely 
to apologize for my twenty-five years as a move
ment person, because I learned so much and en
countered so many bright and beautiful persons. 
But I now experience the afterburn of 'move
ment' existence, of messianic pretensions, of 
self-congratulatory idealisms. It is understand
able, after this roller-coaster ride, that I would be 
drawn to a 'postmovement' sociology of conti
nuity, maintenance, and legitimation, hoping to 
ameliorate the 'movement psychology' of imme
diate change. The very thinkers I once excori
ated as 'conservative' I now find annually in
creasing in plausibility, depth, and wisdom (Tho
mas C. Oden, After Modernity ... What?, pp. 26-
28). 

The banality of what most liberals write is its own 
indictment of the insufficiency of the movement {see 
Carroll Osborne's book, The Peaceable Kingdom, as 
an example; other examples would be the Harris
Shelly book, The Second Incarnation, and any of the 
Leonard Allen books). 

The pendulum swings out, and it swings back, 
though, as one writer observed, it may take many 
decades to complete the arc. In the meantime, we 
must be about our heavenly Father's business. Let us 
with utmost confidence in the readability, under
standability, and reliability of the one and only Holy 
Book give ourselves to its study and then exercise 
ourselves unto godliness. Your English Bible is ad
equate. You can know the truth Uohn 8:32). God's 
Word is truth Uohn 17:17). Truth is the one path to 
God Uohn 14:6). We are begotten again by obedi
ence to the truth {1 Pet. 1 :22-23 ). See, it's not all that 
difficult. 

Blessed are they that are perfect in the way, who 
walk in the law of jehovah. Blessed are they that 
keep his testimonies, That seek him with the 
whole heart. Yea, they do no unrighteousness; 
They walk in his ways. P. 0. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
FF 

Preaching 
(continued from page 1) 

the guilty. We may all see ourselves in this column on 
occasion. In fact, if we don't, the column will have 
failed. If through seeing ourselves, we can become 
better proclaimers and better listeners, to God be the 
glory. 10880 Memorial Dr. 

Houston, TX 77024 

(Brother Jess Hall Jr. is a multi-talented, astute 
man. His good counsel deserves to be listened to re
spectfully and thoughtfully. Brother Hall is a senior 
partner in one of Houston,s most prestigious law 
firms. Most of you know him, but for those who do 
not, he is a preacher, having served in this capacity 
both full time and part time. His father was a well
known and highly respected preacher. He has served 
as a deacon and an elder. He has held meetings from 
New York to California. Jess is married to Millie; she 
is the daughter of an elder, and they are a wonderful 
couple. He speaks from a wealth of experience. The 
Firm Foundation is pleased to present this series of 
articles and commend them to you.) F 
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Christmas 
By Darren E. Mays and Michael B. Willey 

And it came to pass in those days, that there 
went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be 

taxed. (And this taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to 
be taxed, every one into his own city. And joseph 
also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Naz
areth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the 
house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with 
Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him 
in a manger; because there was no room for 
them in the inn (Luke 2:1-7). 

Many religious people say unequivocally that the 
birthday of Jesus is Dec. 25. Was Christ born on what 
is now called Christmas Day? Is there scriptural au
thority for celebrating Christ's birthday? If not, 
how did Christmas originate? Can Christians cel
ebrate Christmas? 

"And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night" (Luke 2:8). This simple statement from the 
Gospel of Luke is sufficient to defeat the argument 
that Christ was born on Dec. 25. It was the practice 
of shepherds 2,000 years ago to take their flocks out 
into the fields during warm weather and to stay with 
the flock overnight to guard against predators. In 
December, however, it is too cold for the sheep to be 
in the fields and they were kept in pens. The noted 
commentator, Albert Barnes, wrote: 

6 

It is also a fact that the jews sent out their flocks 
into the mountainous and desert regions during 
the summer months, and took them up in the lat
ter part of October or the first of November, 
when the cold weather commenced. While away 
in these deserts and mountainous regions, it was 
proper that there should be some one to attend 
them, to keep them from straying, and from the 
ravages of wolves and other wild beasts. It is 
clear from this that our Savior was born before 
the 25th of December, or before what we call 
Christmas. At that time it is cold, and especially 
in the high and mountainous regions about Beth
lehem" (Barnes' Notes on the New Testament, 
Vol. I, Kregel Publications, 1962, p. 189). 

Since the flocks were taken up in late October or 
December 1995 
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early November, there would have been no shepherds 
in the field to hear the message of the angel of God 
(Luke 2:9-14) had Jesus been born on Dec. 25. 

Evidence of the harsh nature of the weather in 
the Middle East in December can be found in recent 
history. On Dec. 17, 1992, the Israeli government 
banished 417 Palestinians to southern Lebanon 
(Time, Jan. 11, 1993, pp. 10-22). These refugees 
lived in tents and had very little clothing. Great con
cern was expressed by the United Nations and other 
agencies about the safety and health of these men liv
ing in conditions which offered such little protection 
from the cold and rain. The news reports at the time 
were filled with pictures of men huddling around 
campfires and tents covered with snow. There would 
have been similar weather conditions in Bethlehem 
in December in the year of our Savior's birth. 
Clearly, Jesus was not born in December. 

Is the date of the birth of Christ important? To 
quote Barnes again: 

God has concealed the time of his birth. There is 
no way to ascertain it. By learned men it has been 
fixed at each month in the year. Nor was it of 
consequence to know the time; if it had been, 
God would have preserved the record of it. Mat
ters of moment are clearly revealed. Those 
which God regards as of no importance are con
cealed (p. 189). 

While the date of the birth of Jesus is of no sig
nificance, the fact that Jesus was born of a virgin is 
significant, for the birth of Jesus in this manner ful
filled the prophecy contained in Isaiah 7:14, "There
fore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel." 

The manner of the birth of Jesus confirms that he 
is "the Christ, the Son of the Living God" (Matt. 
16: 16). The Bible, however, does not command 
Christians to commemorate the birth of the Savior. 
Indeed, the birth of Christ is recorded in only two of 
the four Gospel accounts. Rather, Christians are to 
commemorate the death of Christ (1 Cor. 11 :23-26). 
Religious holy days and festivals were a part of the law 
of Moses which was nailed to the cross (Col. 2:14). 
The celebration of the birth of Christ originates not in 
a commandment of God but in pagan festivals. 



Early Christians were familiar with various pagan 
celebrations that occurred near the time of the year 
now known as Christmas. The festival of Saturn, the 
Roman god of agriculture, for example, took place 
Dec. 17-24. However, "there is no evidence that the 
early church celebrated the birth of Christ. In fact, 
early traditions differ about the time of year in which 
jesus was born. Some suggest April; others early 
January. Observance of December 25 became com
mon by the A.D. 330s, when this date was chosen to 
replace a Roman celebration commemorating the 
sun's climb following the winter solstice" (The Revell 
Bible Dictionary, Fleming H. Revell Co., New Jersey, 
1990, p. 209). 

Other sources also attribute the selection of Dec. 
25 as the birthday of Christ to the pagan worship of 
the sun. In his book, The Mysteries of Mithra (Dover 
Publications, Inc., New York, NY, 1956), historian 
Franz Cumont stated that there was a widespread 
custom requiring that "the new birth of the Sun ... 
which began to wax great again on the termination of 
the winter solstice, should be celebrated by sacred 
festivals" on Dec. 25 (p. 167). 

C umont stated that "it appears certain that the 
commemoration of the Nativity was set for 
the 25 of December, because it was at the win

ter solstice that the rebirth of the invincible god ... 
was celebrated" (p. 197). 

The Encyclopedia of Religion states that "in 274 
the emperor Aurelian began a vigorous campaign of 
propaganda celebrating the sun god as the exclusive 
protector of Rome's imperial might" and that this 
cult of Sol lnvictus (the "invincible sun") "became a 
major and, at times, dominant force in Roman reli
gion." The article also states that "the traditional 
date of Christmas ... is hardly unrelated to the fact 
that 25 December was celebrated as the birthday of 
Sol lnvictus" (Macmillan Publishing Company, 1987, 
Vol. 13, p. 408). 

How easy it would have been for the leaders of 
the church, already in apostasy, to establish a festival 
celebrating the birth of the Son of God on the day 
when the birth of the sun god had normally been cel
ebrated. This Christ's Mass, established without 
scriptural authority, became the Christmas that we 
know today. 

Having demonstrated that Dec. 25 could not 
have been the birth date of Christ, and further, that 
the choice of that date was due to pagan customs, we 
now turn our attention to another important ques
tion. Can Christians celebrate Christmas? The an-

swer is a conditional yes. 
We as Christians must first understand that 

Christmas has a religious and non-religious signifi
cance in today's world. If Christians choose to enjoy 
the non-religious holiday which is little different 
from Memorial Day or Labor Day or any other secu
lar holiday with traditional and cultural significance, 
they may do so. The Christian also has the option of 
abstaining. We must be careful not to practice or lead 
others to believe that we are celebrating a religious 
holiday which has not been sanctioned by the author
ity of Christ. 

Christians may enjoy Christmas as a time to be 
off from work or school, a time to give and receive 
gifts, a time to relax and reflect on the past year and 
the upcoming new year, a time of traditional folk
lore, such as Santa Claus and the decoration of a 
Christmas tree, and a time for singing non-religious 
traditional songs. 

Christians should avoid the "unfruitful works of 
darkness" (Eph. 5: 11) that accompany the celebra
tion of Christmas as a religious holy day, such as 
commemorating Dec. 25 as Christ's birthday, dis
playing nativity scenes, attending special Christmas 
services, and singing and listening to Christmas car
ols which are spiritual in content and nature. 

Christians are commanded to worship in spirit 
and in truth Uohn 4:24). However, if we choose to 
create our own methods of worship or special days of 
worship, we place ourselves in the position of having 
the authority to determine what God desires as wor
ship. This false worship is vain and worthless (Matt. 
15:9; Mark 7:7). Further, if we make additions to or 
subtractions from that which is given us in the New 
Testament, we will incur the punishment of God 
(Rev. 22:18-19). Christmas is a joyous secular holi
day, but is not, and should not be celebrated as, a re;. 
ligious holy day. 1109 Maplehurst Ln. 

Nashville, 7N 37204 

(Editor's note: We commend this article for your 
study. The Firm Foundation has pointed out that ob
serving special days of any kind as corporate church 
activities tends to exalt those days and therefore di
minish from every first day of the week worship. Our 
denominational neighbors have proved this by setting 
aside high holy days like Christmas, Easter, and 
Thanksgiving to the neglect of regular times for wor
ship. It is common among the sects for large crowds to 
attend on these special days and far fewer to attend 
the every first day of the week gatherings.) FF 
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Does the New Testament 
Represent a PaHern to Follow? 

By James Meadows 

S orne in the church are saying, "There is no New 
Testament pattern." Nearly 20. years ago a 
well-known gospel preacher wrote the follow

ing words: 
There can be no spiritual fellowship between 
New Testament Christians and individuals or 
groups, which teach anything other than the 
pure gospel of Christ, worship in any manner 
other than that authorized in the New Testa
ment, organize themselves differently from the 
pattern or organization set forth in Scripture 
and/or live a worldly life (Rubel Shelly, 
Liberalism,s Threat to the Faith, Memphis, 
Tenn.; Simple Studies Publishing Company, 
1972, p. 19). 

In 1990, that same preacher spoke the following 
words: 

Are we really looking for a pattern? We have 
taken Acts and tried to make it a prison, a rigid 
pattern. Acts was not meant to be a pattern. I re
ject pattern theology. The Scripture is not a book 
of case law to be cited like a bunch of proof
texts. The way to teach people about the Bible is 
not to quote a series of steps to salvation. I am 
not looking for a pattern. I am looking for a per
son (Rubel Shelly, Speech delivered at Missouri 
Street Church of Christ, West Memphis, Ark., 
April20:-21, 1990). 

Don White, editor of The Exegete, openly doubts 
"that primitive Christianity is the normative pattern 
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for all ages." He further states that "nowhere does 
the New Testament provide explicit scriptural basis 
for a restoration principle - no text explicitly states 
that later generations should follow the primitive 
church or restore it. . .. Pattern theology is not sup
ported linguistically by the New Testament." 

What Is the Meaning of PaHern? 
Webster defines pattern to mean "fully realized form, 
original or model accepted or proposed for imita
tion." 

W.E. Vine lists three different Greek words for 
pattern in the New Testament. Tupos (Titus 2:7) 
which primarily denotes a blow, hence: (1) an im
pression Uohn 18:35); (2) the impression of a seal, a 
stamp, made by a die (Acts 7:43); (3) a form or model 
(Rom. 6: 17); ( 4) the sense or substance of a letter 
(Acts 23:25); (5) an example, pattern (Acts 7:44). 

Hupotuposis is used in 1 Timothy 1:16; 2 Timo
thy 1:13; and Hupodeigma in Hebrews 9:23. 

Some Questions About the uNon-PaHern" Idea 
First, what/who says there is not a pattern? Does the 
Bible teach there is no pattern to follow? If the Bible 
so teaches, does the Bible teaching that there is no 
pattern constitute a pattern for us to accept? If there 
is no pattern, am I "free" to reject the teaching (pat
tern) that says there is no pattern, or am I legally 
bound to believe that there is no pattern? 

Second, if there are no patterns for worship and 
service, are there perversions? Can the Lord's Supper 
be corrupted and made void? Paul taught that the 
Lord's Supper can be perverted and made void (1 
Cor. 11:17-34). Were the Corinthians bound to obey 
Paul's instructions? Were they free to ignore Paul's 
instructions? Would the Lord accept the Corinthians' 
worship and service if they continued as they were? 

Third, is there a pattern for moral behavior? Does 
the Bible teach or give limits to moral behavior? Is 
there such a thing as moral behavior? If no, then how 
does a man differ from a bull, a dog, or a rooster? 
May I kill a man who says there is no pattern of 
moral behavior? Would I be immoral if I did? 



Fourth, is Jesus a pattern for salvation? Does the 
Bible represent Christ's life and death as a pattern of 
salvation, or are we free to follow Buddha rather 
than Christ? If Christ is Lord, in any sense, must we 
do what he says (Luke 6:46; Matt. 7:21; 28:18-20)? 
If Christ's blood is the basis and pattern for salvation, 
how do we determine that it is? If Christ is the 
ground of salvation and a pattern of deliverance, by 
what process do we learn that there is no pattern for 
the conditions of salvation? (Several points on the 
questions suggested by Larry Ray Hafley, Guardian 
o(Truth, April4, 1991, p. 4.) 

God Has Always Given Man a Pattern 

God's pattern to Noah was clearly revealed. "Thus 
did Noah; according to all that God commanded 
him, so did he" (Gen. 6:14-22). 

God gave Moses a pattern for building the taber
nacle. "According to all that I shew thee, after the 
pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the 
instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it . ... And 
look that thou make them after their pattern, which 
was shewed thee in the mount" (Ex. 25:9, 40). 

During the Mosaic Age, God charged Israel with 
rigid accountability to his law, and any departure was 
severely censured (Deut. 4:2; 5 :32-33; Prov. 30:6). 

Jeroboam, the first king of northern Israel, is a 
clear example of how God feels toward those that 
depart from his law (1 Kings 12:25-33). 

First, he changed the manner of worship. Second, 
he changed the place. Third, he chose priests from a 
tribe other than Levi. Fourth, he changed the time of 
the feast of the tabernacles. Now, all these may seem 
like "minor changes" but 21 times the Old Testament 
mentions that Jeroboam made "Israel to sin" (cf. I 
Kings 14: 16). 

The early church is commended for "continuing 
steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine" (Acts 2:42). As a 
consequence of such "the multitude of them that be
lieved were of one heart and of one soul" (Acts 4:32). 
This suggests unity of practice in religion. 

The Romans had been made free from their sins 
by obeying "that form (tupos) of doctrine (Rom. 
6:17-18). The American Standard version has "pat
tern" in the footnote. That is "pattern theology." 

The saints in Rome were admonished to "mark 

Write today for a singing school 
in 1996 

-"Singing with Grace''-
taught for 3 evenings (Sun.-Tues.) by 

Burt Jones 
~Learn to 
~ Read music 
~ Lead singing 
~Sight read easily 
~ Increase enthusiasm 

for congregational singing 

)I "I have conducted approximately 900 singing schools throughout the brother-
hood. Brother Burt Jones does an outstanding job with his 'Singing with Grace' Burt .Jones 
singing schools. He is the only man I know that does this on a full-time basis as Song reader, song wrfter for 40 years 
a mission work. He has both the experience and the credentials. Your congrega- B.S. Music Education 
lion would be well served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at your Gospel Preacher 
earliest convenience." - Ralph Casey, song leader, Georgia Instructor, West Virginia School of Preaching 

)I "We had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to assist us in our congregational singing. We have asked him back to conduct both 
a singing school and gospel meeting. Excellent!"- Carl Garner, gospel preacher, Dripping Springs, Texas 

)I "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously been received throughout the brotherhood with much enthusiasm. I recom
mend this singing school very highly!" - Emanuel Daugherty, Director, West Virginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, WV 

To schedule your singing school write 
P.O. Box 985 • Moundsville, West Virginia 26041 

December 1995 
Firm Foundation 9 



them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to 
the doctrine which ye have learned" (Rom. 16: 17). If 
there is no New Testament pattern of doctrine then 
how could one determine who is causing division? If 
there is no set pattern of New Testament doctrine, 
how could one ever be able to "turn away from" 
those who do not practice it? 

Paul told the Corinthians that they were not to 
"think of men above that which is written"- or go 
"beyond the things which are written" (ASV). 

The Galatians were urged to "walk by this rule" 
(Gal. 6: 16). Thayer defines rule (hanon) as a "defi
nitely bounded or fixed space within the limits of 
which one's power or influence is confined; the 
promise assigned one's sphere of activity ... any rule 
or standard." Paul told the Philippians to "walk by 
the same rule" (Phil. 3 :16). 

Paul warned the Thessalonians and Timothy of a 
"falling away" (2 Thess. 2:3) and a "departure from 
the faith" (1 Tim. 4: 1). "The faith" refers to that sys
tem of truth delivered by the apostles (Acts 6:7; Gal. 
1:23; Judges 3). If there is no set pattern of doctrine, 
then how can one depart from it? "If the church has 
the option of continually modifying Biblical truth, 
how could one ever fall away from the faith" (Wayne 
Jackson). 

Paul admonished Timothy to "hold fast the form 
(hupotuposis, pattern) of sound words" (2 Tim. 1:13 ). 
Timothy was to continue (abide) in these things (2 
Tim. 3:14). He was to commit these same truths to 
faithful men (2 Tim. 2:2). He was to charge men not 
to teach a different doctrine (1 Tim. 1:3). How could 
he do this if there is no set pattern of doctrine? 

The Hebrew writer affirms that Moses was ad
monished of God "to make all things according to 
the pattern shewed to thee in the mount" (Heb. 8:5) . 
The tabernacle was a type of the church. "Do we, as 
recipients of the 'better covenant' (Heb. 7:22; 8:6) 
have a lesser responsibility as we minister to God in 
His church?" (Wayne Jackson) 

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both 
the Father and the Son. If there come any unto 
you and bring not this doctrine, receive him not 
into your house, neither bid him God speed: For 
he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his 
evil deed (2 john 9-11 ). 

If there is no set doctrine and pattern, then how 
could one determine if a person was bringing this 
doctrine or some other doctrine? 

There is a pattern; this pattern is not obsolete. It 
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is to last until the end of the world (Matt. 28:18-20). 
By it we will be judged at the last day Uohn 12:48). It 
lives and abides forever (1 Pet. 1 :22-25). It has been 
once for all [time] delivered unto the saints Uude 3). 

Conclusion 

During the Spring Lectures in 1957 at David Lip
scomb College, Reuel Lemmons delivered a lecture 
entitled "The Scriptures - Our Pattern." He stated: 

God has given us a pattern for obedience, a 
pattern for the church, a pattern for worship, 
and a pattern for work. Strict compliance with 
that pattern produces Christians only, the church 
of Christ only, and the scriptural worship and 
scriptural work. The real legitimacy of Chris
tianity rests in the strict adherence to the pat
tern. 

Either God's word is that pattern or there is 
not a pattern .... If God's word is intended to be 
a pattern, it is a perfect pattern, for God cannot 
be charged with imperfection, and following it is 
important - yes, absolutely essential. If God's 
word is not intended to be a pattern, then it 
doesn ' t matter what we are, or what we do, in 
religion, nor does it matter whether we are any-
thing, or do anything. 325 Woodsong 
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The Father of Modern Mission Work 
By Rod Rutherford 

J ohn Moody McCaleb, author of the popular re
ligious song, "The Gospel Is for All," has been 
termed "the father of mission work among 

modern day churches of Christ." Before World War 
II, no missionary in our brotherhood was better 
known nor more highly respected than he. No doubt 
McCaleb's example and influence were at least partly 
responsible for the great burst of enthusiasm for 
world evangelism in postwar churches of Christ. 

Brother McCaleb was born in the Shady Grove 
community in Hickman County, Tenn., on Jan. 21, 
1861. He was the youngest in a family of six boys. 
His father was shot and killed by a soldier guarding a 
ford at a flooded stream. The elder McCaleb, par
tially deaf in one ear, apparently did not hear the 
soldier's command to halt. John Moody was born a 
few weeks after his father's tragic death. 

Young McCaleb knew the pinch of poverty and 
very early learned the meaning of hard work. His 
mother taught him to read when he was only three 
years old. He attended classes a few months a year 
for several years in a one-room log schoolhouse near 
the family farm. He completed the eighth grade at 
Carter's Creek Academy, a well-known school which 
was conducted by William Anderson, later president 
of the Nashville Bible School (now David Lipscomb 
University). Moody, as his family called him, was li
censed to teach school and for the next several years 
combined teaching with farming to earn a living. 

At a tender age, young McCaleb was taught by 
his mother to fear God and obey his Word. Conse
quently, when he was 14 years old, he responded to 

the invitation during a gospel meeting and was im
mersed into Christ. He soon began taking an active 
part in the services of the church. His work as a 
preacher began somewhat unexpectedly. A gospel 
preacher was in the midst of a meeting in McCaleb's 
home community when he was suddenly called away. 
The brethren prevailed upon McCaleb to finish the 
meeting. He accepted the challenge and soon became 
quite effective as a public speaker. 

When their mother passed away, the McCaleb 
boys sold the family farm and divided the proceeds. 

Moody decided to use his share to ...------. 
further his education. At the age of 
27, he entered the College of the 
Bible in Lexington, Ky., where he 
was privileged to sit at the feet of 
such renowned preachers and Bible 
scholars as J. W. McGarvey, I. B. 
Grubbs, and Robert Graham. 

These men were united in their Rod Rutherford 

opposition to instrumental music in worship, a major 
issue threatening the peace and fellowship of the 
church in those days. However, inconsistently, they 
favored the American Christian Missionary Society, 
which had no more support in the Scriptures than the 
use of the instrument in worship. 

McCaleb's interest in foreign mission work was 
ignited by hearing the Society's missionaries speak 
when they returned home on leave. As a Tennessean, 
he had grown up reading The Gospel Advocate, ed
ited by David Lipscomb, inveterate foe of instru
ments in worship and societies to do the work God 
had given to the church. He was well-versed in scrip
tural arguments against the missionary society. 

McCaleb married Della Bentley, a Kentucky girl, 
in 1891. Della shared his growing desire to do mis
sion work, so the young couple began seeking an op
portunity to enter a foreign field. The opportunity 
soon presented itself. 

W. K. Azbill, a missionary to Japan, who had pre
viously worked under the oversight of the missionary 
society, broke with them and decided to take an inde
pendent group of workers back to Japan. These 
workers were to be directly supported out of the 
treasury of local churches. Although Azbill later re
turned to the missionary society, McCaleb never did. 
With the encouragemen t of David Lipscomb, he 
raised support and prepared to go to Japan. 

The McCalebs sailed for Japan in 1892. They 
worked successfully until 1907 when they returned 
to the United States to educate their children. At that 
time, they made what brother McCaleb later termed 
the most difficult decision of his life: sister McCaleb 
was to remain behind to educate the children and 
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brother McCaleb returned to Japan alone. Sister Mc
Caleb never returned to Japan. She died in 1939, a 
little more than a year before her husband returned 
to the U.S. to spend the remainder of his days. 

J.M. McCaleb was a diligent, very active worker 
in the field. During his nearly 50 years in Japan, he 
established five schools and planted 24 churches. He 
was also responsible for recruiting 40 workers for the 
foreign mission fields. A prolific writer, he penned 
numerous articles for brotherhood papers and 
authored several popular books including Once Trav
eled Roads, his autobiography, and On the Trail of the 
Missionaries, the account of a trip he made around 

the world in 1929 at his own expense. 
Brother McCaleb spent his last days in Southern 

California. He taught Bible at George Pepperdine 
College and preached by appointment. He passed 
away in Los Angeles on Nov. 5, 1953 at nearly 93 
years of age. 

His long, busy life was exceedingly fruitful. He 
demonstrated by his deeds his conviction that the 
gospel is for all. Multitudes will rise up in the Last 
Day and pronounce him blessed because he made it 
possible for them to hear the Word of Life and be 
saved. Memphis, 1N 38175-1135 
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A Rare Argument for Baptism 
By Jerry MoffiH 

U sually, when we want to help save a soul by 
showing the essentiality of baptism, we use 
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 

3:21, or some such. However, a little-used passage in 
the writing of Paul is effective and clear, though it is 
probably best used on the serious seeker. It is not as 
obvious as other passages. 

As are some arguments of Jesus, it is subtle. It is 
effective on those with honest and good hearts, and it 
shows the essentiality of water baptism. Paul says to 
the Corinthians, "Now· this I mean, that each one of 
you saith, I am of Paul; and I am of Apollos; and I of 
Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were ye immersed into the 
name of Paul?" (1 Cor. 1:10-13). 

Paul is condemning their division. In doing so he 
shows there are two essential things before they can 
say they are of Paul: (1) Paul had to be crucified for 
them, and (2), they had to be baptized in his name. 
They were carnal - so carnal they were calling 
themselves after men such as Peter, Apollos, and 
Paul. Nevertheless, Paul stops them with a bit of so
bering truth. Before they can claim to be of Paul, at 
least two things have to occur. Again, Paul has to be 
cruci~ied for them, and they have to be baptized in 
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Paul's name. Other things are required, but Paul 
notes these two important and necessary things. 

The same is true of Apollos. These two things are 
required before they can say they belong to Apollos. 
It is the same for Cephas and right on down to 
Christ. Before anyone is of Christ two things must 
proceed: (1) Christ must be crucified for them, and 
(2) they must be baptized in his name. 

We cannot belong to Paul for he was not crucified 
for us and because we were not baptized in his name. 

Christ died for the whole world Uohn 11:51-52). 
He was lifted up for all men Uohn 12:32). The ques
tion is: Have all men been baptized in his name? Be
fore anyone can say he belongs to Christ, he must be 
baptized in the name of Christ. If the passage doesn't 
mean that, it means nothing at all. It is a clear passage; 
it speaks in a clear way. It opens a window into the 
mind of God who inspired Paul to write (1 Cor. 14:3 7). 

That it is a subtle argument in inspiration makes 
it even more potent to the honest seeker. It is not a 
passage given by Paul to command baptism. Paul is 
making, really, another point. In this passage baptism 
is not commanded. The author of the epistle assumes 
it to be essential to the making of a Christian. 

Some say we talk about baptism too much. It is 
not because we have a fixation on it. It is because it is 
a chief difference between us and the denominations. 
We do not need to emphasize things on which we 
agree. 213 Sabine St. 
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A Grandfather's Wish 
By E. Claude Gardner 

Wingspread Group, with primary interest in 
improving education in America, raised 
three relevant questions that pinpoint the 

real focus for schools: 
"What kind of people do we want our children 

and grandchildren to be?" 
"What kind of society do we want them to live in?" 
"How can we best shape our institution to nur

ture those kinds of people and that kind of society?" 
Twenty traits were compiled as a grandfather's 

hopes and dreams for six grandchildren. They are 
not only the wish of a grandfather but also of the 
Heavenly Father. I would pray that children every
where develop these eternal values. 

1. Become Christians when accountable. 

6. Be full of gratitude. 
7. Show a servant attitude. 
8. Be honest in all things. 
9. Learn the spirit of obedience. 

10. Show courage. 
11. Be industrious. 
12. Be respectful of others. 
13. Be a law-abiding citizen. 
14. Be happy and have a pleasing personality. 
15. Develop leadership qualities. 
16. Benefit from high quality education. 
17. Learn a skill or a profession. 
18. Be committed to healthful living. 
19. Enjoy a balanced recreation. 
20. Establish a Christian home. 

2. Be active in the church and faithful to Christ. 
3. Acquire a thorough knowledge of the Bible. 
4. Learn to give liberally of their income. 

These characteristics developed will enable 
grandchildren to be happy, effective, productive and 
successful Christians. 372 Mill St. 

Henderson, TN 38340 
5. Have evangelistic zeal. 1): 
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The Poisoned Wells of Digression 
By J. E. Choate 

"

parable: A wise king once lived. He was 
feared for his might and loved for his wis
dom. Now in the heart of the city, there was a 

well whose waters were pure and crystalline from 
which the king and all the inhabitants drank. When 
all were asleep, an enemy entered·. the city and poured 
seven drops of a strange liquid into the well. And he 
said that henceforth all who drink this water shall 
become mad. 

All the people drank of the water, but not the 
king. And the people said that the king is mad and 
has lost his reason. So the people said we cannot be 
ruled by a madman, and the king must be dethroned. 
That evening, the king ordered a golden goblet to be 
filled from the well, and he drank deeply. There was 
great rejoicing among the people who proclaimed the 
king has regained his reason. 

Poisoning the Wellspring 
of the Restoration Movement 

It is obvious to an informed and observant student of 
the history of the Restoration Movement that general 
confusion reigns in churches of Christ in many 
places. Why is this so? Nietzsche wrote- "Insanity 
in individuals is something rare -but in groups, par
ties, nations, and epochs, it is the rule." 

Eric Fromm phrased the idea in another setting 
- "Paranoid thinking is characterized by the fact 
that it can be completely logical, yet lack any guid
ance by concern of concrete inquiry into reality; in 
other words, logic does not exclude madness." 

. We have been overwhelmed in recent years by 
religious horrors and mass suicides all in the name of 
jesus. Jim Bakker and Jimmy Swaggart mesmerized 
millions with their "pious pitches" about ·Jesus. 
(Might it be that our liberal brethren have adopted 
their own special forms of religious madness in their 
reading the "tea leaves" of the future?) 
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William james rightly understood that the gap 
between the maniac and the sane man is small in
deed, and who rightly understood that the "hour" 
can strike for any of us- "Remove a few of the walls 
of illusion, and the sane man becomes insane." 

· ·These things are said to raise a question: How is 
it that a coterie of our liberal brethren would leave 
the impression that they know all about the changes 
churches of Christ must make just to survive into the 
21st century? They hold doctorates in jurisprudence, 
philosophy, liberal arts, and the sciences. They talk 
about "changes" in the church as if they know all 
about it. What is that thin, dividing line which sepa
rates them who know all these things from equally 
qualified brethren who do not? 

The first issue of Wineskins (a magazine pub
lished by liberals) phrased the editorial intent of the 
magazine, "Wineskins is committed to the stimula
tion of bold but responsible change in the Church of 
God." But their commitment is not to the church of 
Christ which started on Pentecost A.D. 33. They say 
instead, "Our background and commitment is to the 
Church of Christ that was born of the American Res
toration Movement." 

150 Years of Digression 
It is not change that our liberal brethren seek. In
stead, they would drive us back into the same old 
tired digressions and innovations which have divided 
and torn the Restoration churches for 150 years. 
When our liberal brethren join with. the digressives 
(Independent Christian Churches and Disciples) in 
the. "Restoration Forums," and share their pulpits, 
they endorse with the same time-frayed rhetoric ev
ery form of scriptural digression in the whole course 
of the Restoration Movement. 

The American Christian Missionary Society was 
organized Oct. 23-28, 1849, in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
with Alexander Campbell elected the first president. 
The primary intent was to bring about the organized 
cooperation of the churches on a larger scale. Alex
ander Campbell abhorred the old world state control 
of the churches, and he despised an entrenched 
clergy. However, control and manipulation through 



organized societies and conventions has been behind 
every problem in the Restoration churches. 

Instrumental music did not become a fixture in 
the 19th-century churches through any formal deci
sion made by delegated church leaders. The intro
duction and adoption of instrumental music into the 
meeting house would gradually take shape over a 30-
year period (1860-1890). Alexander Campbell never 
entertained a moment's thought that the organ 
would ever find its way into the worship of the 
church. He associated the song book with notes on 
the printed page with tavern music and other secular 
music. This was really the prompt for his remark that 
instrumental music in the worship would be as for
eign as a cowbell in a concert. 

Open membership (fellowshipping denomina
tions and receiving their members as saved) is a mat
ter which has been on the table since 183 7 as phrased 
in Campbell's Lunenburg letter. Campbell thought to 
leave the matter in the hands of God. Isaac Errett re
sponded to a letter in 1861 that the Disciples existed 
for· the purpose of re-uniting the scattered people of 
God, and were under no mandate to "u~christianize" 
the pious unimmersed. 

John W. McGarvey wrote that he thought some 
unimmersed believers in Christ who die will be 
saved. Lipscomb then told McGarvey that he 
[McGarvey] owes it to God and those believers to tell 
which ones would be lost and which would be saved 
(GA, 1876, p. 276). 

Liberal theology today is all that it was a hundred 
years ago and carries all its baggage. Our contempo
rary, liberal brethren are mesmerized by the concepts 
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of postmodern theology. They are engaged in a con
scious mutilation of the real meaning of Scripture. 
Most of them seem to be ignorant of the fact that lib
eral theology as understood today has its roots in the 
old modernism which dominated the theological 
scene at the turn of the century. 

Robert C. Cave made national headlines in 1890 
with a sermon given in the Central Christian Church 
building in Saint Louis. He denied the virgin birth and 
said that the Bible is an evolution, not a revelation. 
There are the likes of Robert C. Cave in the pulpits of 
churches of Christ and college classrooms today who 
use principles of postmodern theology without the 
slightest compunction of conscious remorse. 

Some Liberals of the Past and Present 
1. jesse B. Ferguson was the first in a long line of 
preachers who troubled and divided churches in the 
Nashville area by teaching false doctrines. Ferguson 
went into spiritism and taught the "second chance" 
after death. When challenged for a debate by Camp
bell, he refused, saying William Ellery Channing 
spoke from the grave telling him not to do so. The 
church of Christ in Nashville was almost decimated 
by him. The time was 185 6. 

2. In late 1859, Dr. L.L. Pendleton forced the 
melodeon into the worship of the Midway, Ky., 
Christian Church and boasted the rest of his life that 
he had done so. 

3. Isaac Errett is the architect of both the Inde
pendent Christian Church and the liberal Disciples of 
Christ as known today. He won the battle for the or
gan in the meeting house while denying that he was 
doing so (CS, 1880, p. 196). Isaac Errett and his bi
ographer, J.S. Lamar, paved the way for the organ in 
the worship. Both said that they would not force the 
organ into a church, but regarded the organ as an aid 
to the singing as a tuning fork. Lamar phrased the 
"guilt clause" that to divide a church over the organ 
was to commit one of the seven deadly sins. 

4. The name of A.I. Myhr will always be associ
ated as the man who did more to divide the church of 
Christ/Christian Church in Tennessee than any other. 
For 20 years (1890-1910), Myhr served as the paid 
agent of the Christian Church to sell the organ and 
societies into Tennessee churches of Christ. In that 
period, Myhr sowed seeds of bitterness, alienation, 
strife, and division across the state. However, he 
never won over a single church of Christ in Middle 
Tennessee. It is different this time as increasing num
bers of churches of Christ fall to the "change agents." 

~~F~~~d!~:! 15 



6. The name of R.H. Boll is chiseled deep in Ten
nessee church history as the man who introduced the 
doctrine of premillennialism into churches of Christ. 
The results of the bad feelings of that time (1917-
1940s) have not diminished to this day. 

7. The names Leroy Garrett and Carl Ketcherside 
will endure as the main representatives of the most 
extreme positions of liberalism. Some of their per
suasion have managed to escape the onus of being 
chief "troublemakers" of the church and have cashed 
in by leaving the antis and taking up residence among 
loyal churches of Christ. They are now positioned in 
high places in our schools and churches to do great 
damage to conservative churches of Christ. 

8. And Rubel Shelly- who is not made weary 
by the very mention of Dr. Shelly's name? - is not 
only the cause of the deepening troubles and divi
sions in the churches of Christ across this country, 
but is its deepest symptom. There is little comparison 
between the "cultic" Don Finto and Rubel Shelly. 
Finto claims God personally called him to be an 
apostle equal to the 12 with all their authority and 
power. Dr. Shelly plays the role of a fanciful "second 
reincarnation" of Elijah by adopting the "Saviour 

Complex" that he alone can save the churches of 
Christ from extinction. 

Postscript 
Just who are the enemies of the churches of Christ 
who are poisoning the virgin waters which flow 
down from the heights of Mount Hermon? Know 
them by name and the false doctrines they preach. 
They do not evangelize and build churches. They are 
"pious scavengers" who work and sleep neither day 
nor night as they infiltrate and take over the churches 
one by one. The church where you meet may already 
be targeted. 

3714'12 Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 37215 

(Editor"s note: We remind you that Doctor 
Choate is a nationally known writer and highly quali
fied university professor..' He is an expert in Restora
tion History and, therefore, sees clearly some of the 
problems that beset the church today. We are be
holden to brother Choate for his courageous presenta
tion of the facts of the past and problems of the 
present. We salute you, brother Choate, and pray 
God"s blessings upon you.) 
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Open LeHer to a Catholic 
(Here is a letter written to a Catholic priest in re

sponse to a two-page ad in the Caller Times -a Cor
pus Christi newspaper. The writer of the letter de
scribes himself as a "cornfield-preacher." He is a faith
ful member of the church. His letter is not a shot from 
the hip but is straight from the heart. It is worth read
ing. If it seems a little rough on its edges, remember it 
is from the cornfield (heart). Would God that more 
saints would speak out boldly in his name.) 

Robstown, Texas 
Leonard Pivonlia 
Corpus Christi Cathedral 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78401 

Sir: 

I have no ill-will toward Catholics. I am truly in
terested in trying to help all men to better understand 
the truth. 

"Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make 
you free" Uohn 8:32). 

What is truth? 
"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is 

truth" Uohn 17:17). 
Sir, the article you printed in the Caller Times 

(Sat., May 17, 1995) stated the Catholic church be
gan on Pentecost A.D. 33. 

I respectfully disagree. 
There was a church that began on that date, but it 

was not the Catholic church. It was the church of 
Christ, which Jesus promised to build in Matthew 
16:18. That church could not have been the Catholic 
Church, which did not appear until many years later. 

Jesus told his apostles: "Behold, I send forth the 
promise of my Father upon you; but tarry ye in the 
city of Jerusalem until ye be clothed with power from 
on high" (Luke 24:49). 

They did this (Acts 2:lff). You cannot read of the 
Catholic Church in there anywhere. 

jesus died to purchase his church (Eph. 4:4-6; 
1:22-23; Col. 1:18). 

This is the only church we read about in the New 
Testament. It was purchased with Jesus' blood (Acts 
20:28). Christ is its foundation (Eph. 3:21). He is its 
head {Eph. 1 :22-23). It is the only church with per
fect and everlasting laws Games 1:25; Matt. 24:35), 

the one we read about in the New Testament. 
Its members wear the greatest name ever known, 

in which alone salvation is promised (Acts 11 :26). 
I cannot find one thing about the Catholic church 

in the Bible. I searched for the word Catholic, but in 
vain. I searched for many things Catholics do in their 
worship, but to no avail. 

I had to go to the library to find out about the 
Catholic church. 

The doctrines of Romanism (Catholicism) origi
nated over a period of 1,200 years. Including the 
doctrines of holy water, purgatory, penance, me
chanical instruments of music in worship, transub
stantiation, celibacy, indulgences, and sprinkling. 
These doctrines are foreign to the teaching of Christ. 

Martin Luther protested against the wrong teach
ing of Roman Catholicism and started the Lutheran 
church. The Presbyterian church was founded in 
1535. The Church of England began in 1552. The 
Baptist church originated in 1607. The Methodist 
church had its beginning in 1729 with John Wesley. 

Churches started since 33 A.D. cannot be the one 
and only true church. Please read the following scrip
tures: Eph. 4:4-6; 1:22-23; Col. 1:18. 

Many put GOD last. The Bible says we should 
put him first (Matt. 6:33). 

Peter says plainly what is going to happen: "But 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in 
all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein 
the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat?" (2 Pet. 3: 10-
12). 

Another doctrine of the Catholic church that is 
foreign to Bible teaching is the Pope. The first Pope 
was designated by Emperor Phocus in A.D. 606. He 
proclaimed the Pope to be infallible in his religious 
decisions. 

Titles such as "Lord God the Pope," and "An
other God on Earth," are applied to him. He is a 
mere man but claims to be infallible! God has never 
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given such authoritY to men. 
The apostle Paul warned of such departure from 

truth: "Let no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man ofsin be revealed, ~he son of 
perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself, above 
all that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he 
as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God'' (2 Thess. 2:3-4). Does this describe 
the pope? 

I am thankful we will be judged by what God's 
Word says and not what some fallible man thinks! 
"He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spo
ken, the same shall judge him in the last day" U ohn 
12:48). "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nei
ther are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts" (Isa. 55:8-9). 

When God speaks, he says what he means, and 
means what he says. Man must conform to what he 
says. God cannot lie (Heb. 6:18). ''It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God" (Heb. 10:31). 

All who do not obey God, are in for a great sur
prise. '~nd to you who are troubled rest with us, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking ven
geance on them that know not God and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; Who shall be pun
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power" (2 
Thess. 1:7-9). 

Willie Tharp 
125 E. Riverview 

Robstown, TX 78380 
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Christian Apologetics 
Our Dependence Upon the New Testa_._ent 

By Mark Copeland 

I. Introduction. 
A. We have seen the evidence from unbiased sources that establishes Jesus of Nazareth 

1. As a person of history. 
2. Who lived and died in the first century A.D. 

B. We have also pointed out that such sources tell us nothing about ... 
1. Who he was. 
2. What he did to earn such a reputation that centuries later his teaching and life still have so much 

influence in world society. 
C. The only record that describes in detail the life and death of Jesus is the New Testament. 

1. As a historical document the New Testament is reliable. 
2. Can we trust the New Testament to be accurate in recording facts of history about Jesus, his life, 

death and resurrection? 
3. Can we have confidence that what we have today in the form of the New Testament is an accurate 

copy of what was penned by the original authors? 
D. These are some of the questions we shall attempt to answer as we examine the historical reliability of 

the New Testament. · 
II. Reasons for believing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

A. Likely answers: 
1. Because of his miracles. 
2. Because he fulfilled all of the Messianic prophecies. 
3. Because he rose from the dead. 

B. Where do we learn about these things? 
1. The New Testament tells of his miracles. 
2. The New Testament tells of fulfilled prophecies. 
3. The New Testament tells of his resurrection. 
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4. Most of our information comes from the New Testament. 
III. Criticism of the New Testament by enemies of Jesus. 

A. Some say the New Testament was written more than 100 years after Jesus died. 
1. If true, the New Testament was not written by eyewitnesses, nor by the men whose names are con

nected with it (Paul, Peter, James, John, Jude, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Jude). 
2. If the New Testament was written in the second century instead of the first century, as it claims, then 

it is a forgery. 
B. Some critics say the New Testament is filled with errors about geography, people, and events. 

1. If true, we cannot trust the writers of the New Testament to be accurate in describing supernatural 
events, when they were careless about describing natural ones. 

2. The New Testament would be an unreliable record. 
C. Some critics say manuscript evidence is scarce, and a thousand years removed from the original docu

ments. 
1. If true, we have no way to test the accuracy of the copyists, who for hundreds of years preserved the 

New Testament by making copies by hand. 
2. Our faith in Jesus would be based on shallow ground, if it is based on a document that is historically 

questionable. 
IY. Faith in Jesus is dependent on the New Testament being reliable as a historical document. 

A. "Blind faith" may be adequate for some ... 
1. For children who believe whatever their parents say. 
2. For those who have never had their faith seriously challenged. 
3. For those who make no effort to convince others that Jesus is the Savior of the world. 

B. If we have a strong faith in Jesus as the Son of God ... 
1. We need to understand our dependency on the New Testament. 
2. We need to know how to demonstrate evidence which supports the New Testament as a reliable, 

historical document. 
V. Conclusion. 

A. We must appreciate the need to carefully examine the evidence for the historical reliability of the New 
Testament. 

B. We must apply the same kind of tests that are applied to any ancient document to decide its reliability. 
C. Coming studies will give the "acid test" for deciding the truthfulness or falsity of any ancient document 

claiming to be a historical record. 1537 jason St. 
Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Have you read these books? 
• Sermons That Save by Robert R. Taylor Jr. .................................................................•.... $7.95 
• Among the Scholars by David Hester ............................................................................... $6.95 

• Creation Compromises by Bert Thompson ................................................................... $10.95 

• Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals by William Woodson and J. E. Choate ....... $18.95 
• The Eternal Kingdom by F. W. Mattox .......................................................................•.... $11.00 

• Change Agents and Churches of Christ by William Woodson ....................................... $6.95 

These are excellent books to add to your own library. 
Tbey make wonderful gifts. 

Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. 

Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 
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Nakedness a Spiritual Experience? 
By Bill Lockwood 

Ladies Home Journal (Oct., 1995) asked actress 
Demi Moore "how she feels about her body" 
since "she has appeared nude on three maga

zine covers since her first Vanity Fair one." Her re
sponse is bizarre. "I feel the best that I've ever felt 
about it, and it has nothing to do with how I actually 
look." 

She added, "It's more that the body, mind and 
soul are one, as opposed to needing to look a certain 
way to be happy. Because it's like all things that are 
an exterior experience. They don't really feed you." 

In other words, if I read her correctly, flaunting 
her nakedness is a "spiritual experience." 

Some claim to receive "sp iritual highs" from 
"smoking dope," others from banging loud rock
and-roll through their heads, but Demi says it is in 
taking her clothes off before audiences that she finds 
spiritual satisfacti on. 

A new twist to spirituality. I suppose some will 
call this the "ministry of nakedness." Of course, in 
view of the fact that modern society has no absolute 
standard of spiritualness, who can fault this interpre
tation? It simply becomes "whatever feels good, do 
it" and call it "spiritual. " 

An Exterior Experience? 

I thought it interesting that she avoided saying the 
obvious. Instead of "nakedness," it is "an exterior ex
perience." 

Perhaps the makers of the new Politically Correct 
Bible wi ll plug this phrase into passages instead of 
"nakedness" for fear of offending strippers and beach 
bums. 

Another of Moore's mesmerizing answers during 
the interview: when asked how it feels to be the high
est paid actress in history, she quipped, "I don't have 
a relationship to that as a concept of myself .... I don't 
relate to myse lf about getting a certain fee. " 

My initial reaction to this is to become a cross
examining lawyer grilling her on the witness stand. 
"Corne now, Miz Moore, do you have trouble relat
ing to yourself" when going to the bank? Is it a "truly 
spiri tual experience" to fi ll out those pesky deposit 
slips? 

I wonder how "spiritual" do the millions of men 
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become when viewing the "exterior experiences"? 
Some may, Gandhi-like, pretend her nakedness 

accentuates their spiritual alertness. This would have 
been an excuse in David's day. When David looked 
upon Bathsheba bathing, he could have been experi
encing a new sp iritualness - intensifying his rela
tionship with God. 

Not only so, but he was witnessing Bathsheba en
hancing her own devotional spirit. The more he 
stared, the more devotional she seemed. Thus, he 
was finally moved by her "exterior experience" to 

experience her exterior for himself. Moore thinks 
nakedness does not "feed you," but it fed David's 
lust. 

This new hermeneutical key also unlocks the 
meaning of other verses. In Genesis 9 :21 Noah "was 
uncovered within his tent." Ham, who "saw his 
father's nakedness," was prophetically criticized for 
interrupting this "exterior religious experience." 

Genesis 2:25 discloses that Adam and Eve were 
not ashamed of their nakedness "because they had 
not yet learned to relate meaningfully to clothes." 

God demands that we offer our bodies as a spiri
rual sacrifice (Rom. 12:2). 

He has something to say regarding our "modest 
apparel" (1 Tim. 2:9-1 0) and warns us that to look 
upon a woman "in order to" lust after her is not a 
new height of spirituality, but is sinful (Matt. 5 :28). 

P. 0. Box 322 
Mar/ol(l, OK 73055 
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Evolution is Anti God's Word 
Darwin's or "Theistic" 
A 6,000-year-old earth is also! 

Ussher's or Whitcomb and Morris' 

We are free! 
Let us consider all of the scriptures on these subjects. 

To obtain a definitive article on both subjects 
using Bible references only 

Send $3.00 to 
P.O. Box 431651 • Houston, Texas 77243 

Cash or check payable to MCG 
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The Twenty~First Annual Lectureship 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
~~You Have Heard It Said ••• But, The Bible Says" 

January 15·18, 1996 

1807 South Florida Avenue- Lakeland, Florida 33803 

Monday 
9:00 a.m .... You Have Heard II Said. "Baptism Is Not Essential to Salvation· 

.............................................................................. Maurlcs Davis Jr. 
9:45a.m .... You Have Heard II Said, "Thou Shall Not Kill": Part I ..... II. P. Black 

10:45 a.m .... You Have Heard II Said, ·we Are Saved by Grace. Not Law· 
................................................................................... Winfred Clark 

1:30 p.m ... You Have Heard II Said, ·conducting Services lor People 
in Religious Error Wi thout Correcting Them Is Not Sin" 
.............................................................................. Terry Hightower 

2:30p.m ... You Have Heard It Said. "You Can Take the Lord's Supper 
on Any Day of the Week" ......................................... David P. Brown 

3:30p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. "God Was Once a Man· (Mormonism) 
................................... .. ................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

7:00 p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. "Man Is Born in Sin" ..... Robert Williams 

7:45p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. "Ills Arrogant and Divisive to Claim to Be 
In the True Church" ................ .. ............................. B. C. Carr 

Wednesd ay 
9:00 a.m .... You Have Heard II Said. "Men Can Work Miracles Today" 

........................................................................................ Danny Cline 
9:45a.m .... You Have Heard II Said, "Thou Shall Not Kill": Pari Ill .. II. P. Black 

10:45 a.m . ... You Have Heard II Said, 'Unconverted Man Cannot 
Understand the Bible" ..................................................... B. C. Carr 

1:30 p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. • Adullery Is Gelling a Divorce; 
Ills Not a Sexual Sin" ...... .. ....................... Bill Cantrell 

2:30p.m ... You Have Heard It Said, "Simply Say the Sinners Prayer 
Where You Are and Be Saved" ......................................... Roy Dicks 

3:30p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. ·we Should Seek Unity in Diversity 
lor Ills Impossible lor Men to Agree on Doctrine· 
................................................................................ David P. Brown 

7:00p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. ·we Need Prayer Partners· 
................................................................................ Anthony Weeks 

7:45p.m . .. You Have Heard II Said. ·we Ought to Support 
Christian Education· .......................................... Winfred Claiborne 

Tuesd ay 
9:00a.m .... You Have Heard II Said. "Go the Second Mile and Turn 

the Other Cheek" .......................................................... Derrel Davis 
9:45 a.m . ... You Have Heard It Said. "Thou Shall Not Kill": Part II .... V. P. Black 

10:45 a.m .... You Have Heard II Said. "Gospel and Not Doctrine Saves· 
..................................................................................... Winfred Clark 

11:30a.m .... Lunch - Photos: Facu/ly, Student. Alumni 
1:30 p.m ... God Demands Bible Authority lor All We Do in Religious Mailers 

................................................................................. Jimmy Clark 

2:30 p.m ... You Have Heard It Said. ·women Can Do Anything a Man Can Do 
in Religious Services· ..................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

3:30 p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. "Il ls Sinful to Help Non-saints 
lrom the Church Treasury· ................................. Winfred Claiborne 

7:00 p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. ·Jesus Is a 'God" ................ Devon Bryan 

7:45p.m ... You Have Heard II Said, ·we Are Commilled to the Church 
Born Out ol lhe American Restoration Movemenr ..... Jimmy Clark 

Thursd ay 
9:00a.m .... You Have Heard It Said. "If Truth Is So Clear. Why Do Not All 

Believe II?" ................................................................ W. E. Wardlaw 
9:45a.m .... You Have Heard II Said, "Mechanical Instruments of Music 

in Worship Is a Mauer of Opinion· ................................ Bill Cantrell 

10:45 a.m ... You Have Heard II Said, "Il ls Sinful lor One Church to Send 
Funds to Another Church lor the Purpose of Evangelism· 
............................................................................. Winfred Claiborne 

1 :30 p.m . .. You Have Heard II Said, "Civil Law Is Over Moral Law 
in Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage· ................. Terry Hightower 

2:30p.m ... You Have Heard II Said, "People in the World Ale Not 
Under Law to Chris!" ................................................... Gene Burgett 

3:30p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. "Man Is Saved by Faith Only" .. Bob Bauer 

7:00p.m ... You Have Heard II Said. "Christ Will Reign in Jerusalem 
on David's Throne lor 1.000 Years· .................. ........... David Myers 

7:45p.m ... We Are Com milled to the Church Born in Jerusalem the First. 
Pentecost Following the Resurrection of Christ ........ Winfred Clark 

J ackie St earsm a n , 
Lectureship Directo r 

(8 13) 683·4043 
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The 1996 lectureship book, "Yo u Have Heard It Said ••• But, The Bible Say s" is being offered at a 
pre-public ation price o f $ 12.00 until J anuary I , 1996 . Afte r this date, the price will be $ 14.00. 

Name No. o r copies Total Enclosed 

Address 

Will Pick Up Please Mai l 
City State Zip 

Mail To: Florida Sch ool Of Pre aching - 1807 South Florida A venue - Lakela n d , Florida 33803 
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Over 110 years of the 

Firm Foundation 
is soon to be available on CD-ROM. 

New enhanced features have been added: 
• Search the text for words or phrases 

• Search for Scripture references 

• Search through one issue or multiple issues 

• Print a sentence or an entire article 

• Copy and paste text into your own document 

• Available for • Windowsm • Macintoshr"' • DOS 

Prepublication price - $375.00 
After this special offer the price will be $525.00 

Special monthly payment plans are available to help you purchase your copy 

for the low prepublication price. 

To reserve your copy of this valuable study tool call 

Eddie Whitten • 1-800-572-3619 

or mail a check for $375.00 to 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 

(Money-back guarantee) 

Macintosh is a licensed trademark of Apple Computer Inc. Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 
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Potpourri. • • 
T he Firm Foundation continues to move for

ward at a good pace- not too fast and not 
too slow, but just about right. Our greatest 

need is for more subscribers. We are gaining ground 
every month in this regard, but could use a lot of help 
in re~~uiting new readers and recapturing old ones 
who may have dropped out for a time. Your words of 
approval and encouragement are prized and 
hoarded. Thank you. 

If you send in notices and announcements, please 
remember that we have a 60-day lag time in publica
tion. We were at work on the December issue of the 
paper in September and loaded it down to the layout 
department by October 15. We must follow that 
schedule to get the paper into your hands early in the 
month of its dateline. Just thought you might like to 
know. The business manager and the editor each 
make about 30 trips every year. We go where we are 
needed to help advance the cause. We appear in gos
pel meetings, workshops, seminars, and lectureships. 
The work is arduous at times, but is made sweet by 
many friendships and the anticipation of a crown and 
a robe. Otherwise we would go fishing or play golf. 

The Chinese Connection 
Oin Peking 30,000 women gathered the week of 

Sept. 24 to attend the United Nations Fourth World 
Conference on Women. United States taxpayers paid 
about 7 5 percent of the cost. 

Memphis School 
of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• Fifty-four courses 
• 2, 760 clock hours 
• No tuition 
• Qualified faculty 
• Limited scholarships 
• Strong Bible emphasis A 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being accepted 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates. Director 

Conducted by 
Knight Arnold Church of Christ 

4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38118 
Phone (901) 362-5139 

"It was once supposed that the Soviet Union and 
China were sanctuaries for women. In those nations 
women could dig ditches, sweep streets, and have 
abortions on demand and were many times given 
abortions against their will. Soviet and Chinese 
women were not happier and healthier than ladies 
who lived in the sexist countries of the West. There is 
no known correlation between government policies 
and female happiness." · 

Beverly LaHaye, founder and president of Con
cerned Women for America, reported from Peking: 
"Instead of discussing 'real life' problems like forced 
abortion in China, forced female circumcision (geni
tal mutilation) in parts of Africa and in some Muslim 
countries, physical violence against women and girls, 
the conference deteriorated into a cesspool of advo
cacy for lesbianism, legalized prostitution, male
bashing, and anti-religious bigotry." 
· Syndicated columnist Suzanne Fields says these 
women "have a hidden agenda of eliminating the in
fluence of traditional families, religion and morality. 
One of their catch-all terrors is the rise of conserva
tism in its various forms - religious, nationalistic, 
raciaVethnic; and homophobic." 

How Many Genders? 
OWomen at a preparatory committee meeting 

for the Fourth World Conference at Peking pressed 
"the notion that the world must come to understand 
an equality of five genders." The five include male 
and female heterosexuality, male and female homo
sexuality, and trans/bisexuals.· In a paper entitled 
Why Male and Female Are Not Enough we meet with 
male and female, herms, merms, and ferms (her
maphrodites, male pseudo-hermaphrodites, and fe
male pseudo-hermaphrodites). The combined count 
raises us to eight genders and we still don't know 
where to put Michael Jackson. 

Queers Solicit Children 
0 Donna Minkowitz, a lesbian columnist, wrote 

in the Village Voice: 
I'm much more comfortable with the notion of 
'recruiting' than I am with the guesstimate that 
restricts same-sex passion to a fixed percentage 
of the population .... In a world without the het
erosexual imperative, maybe kids would try on 
different forms of sexuality as they now try on 
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~usical styles, career choices, and haircuts. It 
must be this vista of infinite sexual possibilities 
beyond the exigencies of procreation that scares 
the family-values posse more than anything else 
(Kids R Us, February 1993). 

By the way, the Firm Foundation is accused of 
"gay-bashing." The term is used by homosexual ad
vocates to include verbal abuse, or just saying any
thing negative about homosexuals or homosexuality. 
When our kids are the stakes, we will not be silent no 
matter what you call us. Don't be fooled- homo
sexuals are after the children. 

Music Hath Charm 
0 David Briggs, AP, (Houston Chronicle, Sept. 16, 

1995) tells us, "A new study published in the Journal 
of Religion in Disability & Rehabilitation finds that 
incense and music can enrich the worship experience 
of severely mentally retarded people." By "music'' 
they mean drums, pianos, guitars, and such like. 
When some of our liberal brothers hear about this, 
they will want to add incense to their agenda. 

Disney 
OCarroll Bennett sent an article from the Arkan

sas Gazette Uune 1, 1995) reporting that Walt Disney 
World decided not to post signs in its ticket windows 
Saturday when tens of thousands of homosexuals vis
ited the theme park in an annual celebration. Last 
year, Disney put up "discreet signs" advising visitors 
that the event was under way, said Disney spokesman 
Bill Warren. "While we didn't think those.signs were 
in any way discriminating, we just thought we'd treat 
this like any normal day at the park." 

Normal day? How can you have anything normal 
when you are dealing with abnormal people? 

Almost As Bad 
OOklahoma Christian University of Science and 

Arts hosts the annual Thomas F. Staley Distinguished 
Christian Scholar Lecture Series, Nov. 6-8. Rick 

Commentary on Romans 
"Justified by Faith" 

$5.00 postpaid ... 
Commentary on Galatians 

·"Freedom in Christ" 
$6.00 postpaid 

by Robin W. Haley 
(based upon ASV 1901) 

Order from 
912 E. Teresa • Sapulpa, OK 74066 
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Atchley, minister of the Richland Hills Church of 
Christ in Fort Worth, will present three chapel lec
tures as well as a· faculty breakfast lecture. Take note 
that Atchley is in the forefront of the liberal move
ment within churches of Christ. 

When ACU and OCUSA talk about U.S. News & 
World Report recognizing them as "Best Value" in 
higher education, they are not talking about aca
demic excellence. Both schools are usually listed in 
the bottom part of the fourth quadrant of recognized 
listings of universities. "Best Value," in this context, 
means that among private universities, these two are 
among the cheapest. Compared to a state school, of 
course, they are very expensive, but among the pri
vate ones, they cost less than most of the others. 

Abortion 
OAmericans kill about 1.5 million babies every 

year. Abortions are about to become less visible and 
more accessible. The New England Journal of Medi
cine reports that two drugs, widely used in fighting 
cancer and ulcers - methotrexate and misoprostol 
- when administered during the first nine weeks of 
pregnancy, are as effective in aborting the baby as 
RU-486, the French abortion pill that is still banned 
in this country. 

By the way, Title X of the Public Health Services 
Act had its funding restored by act of Congress. The 
program's language forbids any of its funds from be
ing devoted to abortions. But Planned Parenthood, 
which runs clinics responsible for an estimated 
134,000 abortions a year in the United States, gets 
roughly $3 0 million annually in Title X funding. 

Drug Market 
0 U. S. Drug Enforcement Agency chief, Thomas 

Constantine, says amphetamines from Mexico are 
rapidly overtaking Columbian cocaine as the drug of 
choice in the U.S. 

Good Idea 
0 Its manufacturer is promoting the Personal Pro

tector. This tiny vial, which clips on to your under
wear, contains a liquid that emits a repulsive and 
overpowering stench. "If a personal encounter gets 
out of hand, simply squeeze it." The $34.95 price in
cludes an odor neutralizer. 

Wonder if it will keep skunks away. 

Prejudice 
OAs Christians, we often hear the charge that 

faith is hostile to science. But this "warfare" image is 
artificial. In The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth-



Century Philosophers, Becker shows that the first 
modern historians, such as Voltaire, were Enlighten
ment rationalists who sought to discredit Christianity 
by casting it as the enemy of science and progress. 
But today the historical facts are destroying the ste
reotype (Christianity Today, Aug. 14, 1995). 

Christian Psychology 
0 In an interview reported in Christianity Today 

(Aug. 14, 1995), Larry Crabb, founder and director 
of the Institute of Biblical Counseling, and a profes
sor at Colorado Christian University made some in
teresting points. 

Crabb was asked: What has been the effect of pro
fessional counseling in the church? 

He answered: "The church has bought into the 
idea that its spiritual role is a very limited one. If a 
woman struggles with depression or lack of sexual 
desire for her husband because of past sexual abuse, 
the immediate response is to send the woman to a 
professional counselor. The underlying assumption is 
that spiritual resources aren't sufficient to deal with 
what's going on- that only people with massive lev
els of professional training can help. Ultimately, 
we're saying the Scriptures and Christianity don't 
meaningfully address the core concerns of our lives." 

Question: Hasn't psychotherapy worked for 
many people? 

Answer: Yes; but ask most people who have had 
two or three years with a good therapist what it was 
that helped them. Nine times in ten they say, "This 
guy really cared about me. He looked at me and said, 
'I really want to see you feel better."' The therapist's 
caring was much more important than his or her pro
fessional interpretations. Those therapists who are 
doing really good work are, in fact, doing what I call 
"eldering." And if eldering is being done within a 
professional setting, why can't it be done in the non
professional setting of the church? I think it can be, 
and I think that's where it ideally belongs. 

If "every scripture inspired of God is also profit
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for in-

Sheet Charts Made 
Ken Butterworth 

Twin flat sheets used (96''x6611
). 

Quality made and cheapest price. 
I use pictures to illustrate. 

For free brochure write 
Bible Charts 

P.O. Box 310952 • Birmingham, Alabama 35231 
(205) 798-4185 

struction which is in righteousness: That the man of 
God may be complete, furnished completely unto 
every good work" well, then, it just is. 

Illegitimate 
OChildren born out of wedlock are far more 

likely than luckier children to live in poverty, to have 
emotional and behavioral problems, to abuse drugs 
and become criminals. The high illegitimacy rates in 
many American communities make it impossible for 
them to function in any meaningful way. As a result, 
these neighborhoods have become a gamble to 
traverse and a nightmare to inhabit. The U.S. 
government's welfare policies have contributed to the 
national tragedy. Welfare makes it possible for a 
young mother to get by without a working husband; 
indeed, to marry would end her benefits. Many 
women have, thus, chosen to marry the government. 

Swishy, Swishy 
OWhether it's to keep the hair out of their eyes, 

or annoy Dad, boys across the country from middle 
school to college are wearing barrettes. "It's really 
cool," says a Berkeley, Calif., sixth grader. "I wear 
lots of different colors." Did we mention the kind 

-The Commission-
11Preach the gospel to every creature" 

-The Challenge-
5.6 billion people in the world 

and only a few hundred missionaries. 
-The Conclusion-

The media must bridge the gap between a small 
missionary force and a massive population. 

A "total approach" to world evangelism -
RADIO • TELEVISION • LITERATURE 

IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 

Billions worldwide are hearing Truth for the World broad
casts. Thousands are enrolled in Bible correspondence 
courses. Much remains to be done. Prayers and support are 
needed from faithful brethren everywhere. 

Write: Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, Tennessee 38175-1135 

Call: (601) 895-9740 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ. Olive Branch, Miss. 
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with flowers and puppies on them? 
Where are the parents? 

Tightrope 
@Tino Wallenda, according to The Tennessean 

(April 17, 199 5), performed during Easter service at 
First Baptist Church in Franklin, Tenn. "Walking a 
tightrope is the same as following the Lord," 
Wallenda of Sarasota, Fla., said as he made his way 
across the wire. Wallenda noted that he had tried to 
work his way into heaven, to prove himself to God, 
until he realized that no matter how much he did he 
would always be unworthy of God. "I saw that I was 
not holy," he said while standing on a chair on the 
wire. "I saw that I was a sinner. I had missed the 
mark." Only Christ's love would save him, not his 
own works. 

Wallenda is wrong because the New Testament 
says: 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, bur have eternal life. For 
God sent nor rhe Son into the world ro judge rhe 
world; but that the world should be saved 
through him Oohn 3:16-17). 

Even so faith, if it have nor works, is dead in 
itself Oames 2: 17). 

Ye see that by works a man is justified, and 
not only by faith Oames 2:24). 

For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, 
even so faith apart from works is dead Oames 
2:26). 

He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that disbelieverh sha ll be con
demned (Mark 16:16). 

Do Tell 
®Bishop of Edinburgh Richard Holloway, blam

ing adultery on God's genetic planning, said of his 
fornication and that of others, "He [God] has given 
us promiscuous genes." 

It ain't my fault! That woman you gave me ... It 
was the serpent . ... The genes made me do it. 

Aliens 
€·The 1994 CSICOP conference, held in Seattle, 

Wash., June 23 to 26, set out to explore the various 
ways in which our minds operate, how our views are 
formed, and how our memories can be influenced, 
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altered, and even manufactured. The keynote ad
dress was given by Carl Sagan. A Harvard professor 
of psychiatry, John Mack, discussing alien abduction 
created the most controversy. 

Mack said, "Many of my patients actually have 
been abducted by ali ens." He maintained that he was 
once skeptical of such claims but now categorizes the 
UFO-abduction cases as "authentic mysteries." 

All of the evidence for abduction by little men 
with big eyes and oversized heads is anecdotal, and 
sounds more like a nightmare than science. Come to 
think of it, it also sounds like much of the anecdotal 
exaggeration heard from some pulpits. 

Poverty? 
®Government surveys reveal that nearly 40 per

cent of all "poor" households own their own homes, 
64 percent own a car, and 92 percent have color TY. 

Telephone Manners 
®John Budenholzer tried three times to give his 

name when calling a "feminist organization in New 
York," but was repeatedly interrupted with, "Don't 
call me Sir!" He later realized they were hearing, 
"My name is John Buttonhole, Sir." 

Isn't It Time To Get ... 

BACK·TO BASICS 
With Your Bible School Curriculum? 

FREE 
SUMMARY 
OF EACH 

QUARTER'S 
STUDY 

Lambert offers two complete curriculums: The Living Way 
(NT) and New Living Bible Lessons (OT). Both cover Nurs
ery through Senior High. Order your free 8-page color bro
chure with a summary of each quarter's study. Call your 
Christian bookstore or 1-800-551-8511 . 

Wrilton and publishod by faithful mom bars of tho Lord's church. 

Published by . 

LAMBERT BOOK HOUSE, INC. 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 795-6178. 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 

N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

-Mississippi-

Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866, 334-3757. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. Hartley Simmons, minister. 

-Arizona-

Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Broking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-

Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 (407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 

9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -

next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

central 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

-Georgia-

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Indiana-

Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

- Minnesota -

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St .• 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m .• 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, V.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
minister. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 
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west Lectureship. Publisher of .. The Christian San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 

Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 s.MainSt., Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher; Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Joseph D. Meador, director of SWSBS. Donald Walker, prea~~e!· •• 

- South Carolina -

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Damon B. Lundy, minister. Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
(803) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 

9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell -Tennessee- minister. Publisher of"Matters of THE Faith." Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 -Virginia -
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. ..... 

Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, evangelist. 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie Hampton - Hamp;o~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Whitten, preachers. • • • • • Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith- p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, (804) 851-3496 or 7~~-~~~3. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. Route 3, Box 220, 24360. 1h mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. 

(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. {703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-

-Texas- Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on p.m., Loran Gearhart {307) 634-3040 

Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South-

Sheridan - Northside • Church of Christ, 58 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 6110. 
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-Firm Foundation Book Sale-
Save 20% off the listed price! 

Firm Foundation Lecture Books: 
•The Firm Foundation of God Standeth .... $14.00 •Joshua ...................................................... $14.00 
•Luke .......................................................... $15.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 1 ........................................ $14.00 
•John .......................................................... $16.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 2 ........................................ $20.00 

Other Books: 
• What the Bible Teaches (Vol. 2), Leslie G. Thomas ............................................... $5.00 
• The Nature of Things to Come, Stanley Sayers ..................................................... $3.50 
• That They May All Be One, Elbridge B. Linn ......................................................... $4.00 
•Is Baptism Essential to Salvation?. Jerry Moffitt ................................................... $3.50 
•The Man Who Has Faith, Winfred Clark and Wayne Dunnaway ............................ $4.00 
• The Way to Get What You Want. W. M. Davis ........................................................ $3.50 
•1 01 Sermon Outlines, Frank L. Cox ....................................................................... $4.50 
• According to Luke, Frank L. Cox ............................................................................ $3.50 
• Church Administration. Handbook for Leaders, Walter Adams .............................. $3.00 
• Functioning Leadership in the Church, Charles Moore ......................................... $3.00 
• He Lifted Me, (Class Studies) Mrs. Hallie Kellogg ................................................. $3.50 
• My Triumphant Life, Harvey Childress .................................................................... $2.50 

Please send no money. • We will bill you 20" off the listed price plus shipping and handling costs. 
• • • • • 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 210876 • Bedford TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 
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CLASSIFIED 
For Sale 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 

Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, lX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 316 theater seats with padded cushions in very 

good condition. Only asking a small price. Marietta 
Congregation in central Missouri, self-supporting; Church of Christ, 305 S.W. 3rd Street, Marietta, 
60-65 members, seeking a conservative gospel OK 73448. (405) 276-2363. Preachers Wanted 

Congregation of 100+ in military area seeking full
time experienced preacher. Home provided. 
R~sum~ required, with video preferred. Send to 
Minister Selection Committee, Church of Christ, 
173 Rodenberg Ave., Biloxi, MS 39531. 

The church in Osage Beach, Missouri, is sorely in 
need of a preacher to help us evangelize this area 
and do the preaching. But we must have a man 
with most of his support, for we are a new and 
small group. The beautiful Lake of the Ozarks is a 
wonderful and beautiful place to retire. Are you 
interested in such a place where you could help 
much in mission work? If any are interested in this 
needy place and work, you may write W.J. Stanley 
or phone (314) 346-3892 or write P.O. Box 832, 
Camdenton, MO 65020. 

Congregation of approx. 150 members about 15 
miles south of Austin, TX needs a replacement for 
retiring preacher in Dec. '95-Mar. '96 time frame. 
Presently seeking a sound, energetic, evangelistic 
gospel preacher who will live and preach the pure 
Word of God in a dynamic, challenging, bold 
manner, speaking the truth in love. Please send 
r~sum~ with reference to the Elders, Church of 
Christ, 330 Live Oak Dr., Buda, TX 78610-9287 
or call Charlie DiPalma (512) 398-5211. 

Two positions open immediately - A qualified 
man for the position for an associate minister is 
being sought by the Elizabethtown Church of Christ. 
This position will require one to have demonstrated 
strengths in motivating local outreach and 
facilitating parental leadership in youth activities. 
We are interested in this man helping us to work 
effectively and do not expect him to do the work 
for us. We are also searching for a family to locate 
in Donetsk, Ukraine and work with the Central 
congregation. This family should be able to 
encourage practical Christianity in life and teach 
sound doctrine in the Word. We are interested 
in filling both positions by january 1. Those 
interested in either of these positions should con
tact the Elizabethtown elders by mail at P.O. 
Box 652, Elizabethtown, KY 42702-0652; by fax 
at 502-737-0491; or by E-mail75452.1373 @com· 
puserve.com. 

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife teaching team. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting time, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 
tape, r~sum~, and family picture to Church of 
Christ, Box J, Del Norte, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Congregation of 100 members is looking for a 
preacher to live in local community. Partial support 
would be required. Send r~sum~ to Marshfield 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 458, Marshfield, MO 
65706 (417) 859-4369 or 859-6491. 

preacher. Contact Church of Christ, P.O. Box 29, 
Higginsville, MO 64037. 

Preacher wanted: The church in Ellensburg, W A is 
looking for a preacher; sound doctrinally. Send all 
correspondence to Chuck Verkist, 906 E. 2nd Ave., 
Ellensburg, WA 98926. Send r~sum~ with sermon 
tape. (509) 925-2593 after 2:00p.m. Pacific time. 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities 
and partial support. Send r~sum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862· 
2554. 

Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains of Morgan 
County seeks energetic preacher. Ideal for ex
military or retired couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Contact Matt 
Morrison (915) 674-2638. 

Minister needed for small congregation ASAP. 
$200.00 week to start. Send r~sum~ to Ottawa 
County Church of Christ, P.O. Box 123, Port 
Clinton, OH 43452. (419) 734-6663. 

Sound congregation looking for a conservative 
minister. Partial support would be needed. We can 
offer house, utilities, and $800.00 month. Send 
r~sum~ and tape to Westside Church of Christ, 
1625 N. 7th St., Arkansas City, KS 67005. (316) 
442-3100 or (316) 442-0854. 

The Church of Christ in Wallowa, OR seeking a 
minister; support furnished by congregation. 
Contact Wallowa Church of Christ, P.O. Box 24, 
Wallowa, OR 97885. Phone 1-800-350-7735. Ask 
for Bob Bennett, weekdays 6:30-9:00 p.m. or all 
day Saturday. 

Locust Bayou Church of Christ, a rural con
gregation of about 80-90 members, is looking for a 
middle-aged man for a full-time preacher. We have 
elders. Salary, house provided; utilities paid. This 
congregation is located 12 mi. E of Camden, AR. 
Call Roland Nichols (501) 574-2235 or Bob 
Mclendon (SOl) 574-0707. 

Full-time evangelist. Salary and benefits included. 
Attn: Elders, Erie Church of Christ, 2317 W. 
Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA 16506. Call (ch. bldg.). 
(814) 838-4866. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher, 58, married, wants to relocate in general 
area of N. TX or S. OK with congregation of SO
tOO. Have been with church in Eunice, LA for 16 
years. BSE and MA from ACU in 1959 and 1964. 
For r~sume, references, and info., write jerry A. 
Price, 331 S. 4th, Eunice, LA 70535, or call 318· 
546-0347. Need to be nearer aging parents. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Major Prophets 
(1995 lectureship). The Minor Prophets (1990). The 
Provide1tee of God (1989). Order from POWER 
Publications, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. Each book 
$15.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. Multiple 
orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/U (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Tape Dubbers- VCR/cassette reproduction. Call 
for pricing, jack Tittle (919) 937-7358. 

Miscellaneous 
Missionary with longtime experience needs 
additional $1,500 support per month to cover living 
costs. Already in the field. You may take over S 100, 
200, or more per month. Write to HJD, Postfach 
48, A-2380 Perchtoldsderf, Austria- Europe. Our 
supervising congregation is the Park Heights Churcli 
of Christ, Hamilton, Texas. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long· 
term residual income. Prepare for your retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

Wanted: Resident attendants for adult residential 
facility scheduled to open in summer 1995. Indian 
Rock Village will serve 6 developmentally disabled 
individuals. Prefer physically fit mature couple. 
Must be Christians with attributes identified in 
Gal. 5:22-23. Beautiful home on S acres in Sierra 
Nevada foothills. Salary, room, board, some health 
benefits. Contact Dick or Veda Crow, 7781 Hwy 
193, Garden Valley, CA 95633. (916) 333-4075. 
References required. 

Planning retirement? Too little income? My 
answer-support yourself in the Lord's work where 
needed. Truly ground floor opportunity-unique 
electronic air purifiers-home, auto, commercial
inexpensive. Solve many breathing problems. 
Removes dust, smoke, bacteria, odors, gases, mold, 
dander, dust mite waste. Make over $100,000 
annually with new luxury car bonus. Information
call Ken Franklin (retired gospel preacher), 1-800· 
708-6237 or write 3903 Butternut Ct.~ Brandon 
FL 33511 
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''Preach the Word'' 
By Jess Ha ll Jr. 

I charge thee in the sight of God, and of 
Christ Jesus, who shall judge the living 
and the dead, and by his appearing and his 

kingdom: Preach the word; be urgent in season, 
out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching (2 Tim. 4: 1-2). 

No more serious adjuration could be given than 
that which Paul gave to Timothy when he charged 
him to "preach the word." Given t he solemnity of 
the supplication and the earnestness of the entreaty, 
the importance of the instruction cannot be over
stated . "Preach the word!" Timothy was not to cre
ate a gospel; he was to preach the gospel. 

To some, "preachi ng the word" requ ires that ev
ery word must be phrased in biblical language 
(Strangely, many who insist on "biblical language" 
don't know a word of Greek) and a bib lical citation 
must accompany every point, if not every sentence. 
While such an approach guarantees a dry se rmon, it 
does not guarantee "preaching the word ." Even 
string citations of Scripture can be misapplied. AdJi
tionally, if a statement of Scripture is to accompany 
(almost) every statement, of what need is the 
preacher? Can we not dispense with "preaching the 
word," and just read Scripture when preaching is 
nothing more than "reading the Scripture" inter
rupted by a comment? Would not the pure reading of 
Scripture without the rudeness of the interruption be 
more effective? 

When the Word is preached, the sermon is cen
tered on God because the Bible is centered on God. 
Frorp Genesis to Revelation the battle is fought and 

the victory is won. God's working out of his purpose 
underlies and saturates all Scripture. Poets may illus
trate, philosophers may clarify, but Jesus saves. 

And I, bre th ren, when I came unto you, came 
not wi th excelle ncy of speech or of wisdom, 
procbiming to you t he testimony of God. For 
I determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified (1 Cor. 
2: 1-2). 

Preaching that is no t centered on God's Word 
through Jesus Christ may be any number of things, 
but it is not biblical preaching. The opinions of the 
preacher deserve to be heard but not from the pulpit. 
They constitute no part of "preaching the word." 

When the Word is preached, themes are 
Bible-based and applied in a modern con
text. This does not mean, of course, that 

Bible themes must always be d iscussed in the same 
context in which they are presented in Scripture. For 
example, in Romans and 1 Corinthians Paul dis
cusses the themes o f Christian liberty, mutual re
spect, and reciprocal love in matters of opinion in 
the context of meat sacrificed to idols. In our society, 
we don' t worry much any more about meat sacri
ficed to idols, but the themes o f Christian liberty, 
mutual respect, and reciprocal love still find applica
tion in modern contexts. Since hu man nature hasn't 
changed, such ancient themes as greed, lust, social 
welfare, family relationships, and worship, to name 
a few, are still relevant. If t he preacher is to "con
nect" with his hearers, however, they need to be ad
dressed in their modern context. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

What Lies Ahead? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

At the beginning of a new year it is not 
uncommon for many to wonder what 
the future holds . We r aise the question 

of what will unfold in the next 365 days as it 
affects the church. It does not require super
natural, prophetic powers of seeing the future 
to get a handle on what subjects will be dis
cussed and where the teaching emphasis will 
probably be. It only demands a willingness to 
take a look at what is happening now to know what is· in store. 

Before setting out the items that will likely be on the discus
sion agenda in 1996, let us observe that studying any question of 
interest is not evil. It is religiously healthy and invigorating to dis
cuss matters of the Spirit. That is a given, or, as the lawyers say, it 
can be stipulated. Courteous discussion of Bible topics is useful in 
maturing the inner-being. 

If we ever come to the point when talking among ourselves 
about differences in our understanding of Scripture is forbidden, 
we will be in the last stages of death and decay. It was not damag
ing to the truth for Paul and Barnabas to dispute with false teach
ers from Jerusalem (Acts 15 :1-2). It was not harmful to the church 
for Paul to withstand Peter to the face at Antioch, but to the pro
found reverse, it was done that "the truth of the gospel might con
tinue" (Gal. 2:5). 

A far greater danger is in developing the foolish notion that all 
controversy is sin . Wrangling about words to no profit is of no 
value, will do much harm, and is to be avoided. Still, honest, 
open, fair argument is profitable in sharpening understanding of 
the issues in debate. If we allow ourselves to be hoodwinked into 
believing that to disagree is wrong, and discussion is, therefore, 
outlawed, we are in grievous danger. Such a posture is advanta
geous only to false teachers. 

Jesus did not back away from altercation, though he engaged 
in it without storm and raised voice. He was an accomplished lo
gician and master apologist. He never walked away from an argu
ment, though many who took issue with him "being convicted by 
their own conscience, we nt out one by o ne, beginning at the e1-
dest, even unto the last. " 

His verbal skirmishes were not like brawls or street fights, but 
were devastating to those who opposed him. "When the Pharisees 
heard that he put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered to
gether." Jesus asked the Pharisees a question they could not an-



swer, "and no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst 
any man from that day forth ask him any more questions." 

They could not answer Jesus, so they killed him. 
The Hellenistic Jews could not answer Stephen, so they killed 

him. 
Those who opposed Paul could not answer him, so they beat, 

sroned, and killed him. 
This is the coin with which the world has always paid her 

prophets. 
Anyway, it is not shameful nor wrong to discuss points of dif

ference, but it is Christl ike and good to face problems and dea l 
honestly with them. If anyone runs from a discussion, his position 
must be questionab le and bad. If a discussion is honorable, the 
honorable person will examine the matter; the dishonorable per
son will refuse to participate. 

"The dust of controversy, what is it but the falsehood flying off 
from all manner of conflicting true forces, and making such a loud 
dust-whirlwind, - that so the truths alone may remain, and em
brace brother-like in some true resulting force?" (Thomas Caryle). 

The wise have no use for the hothead whose only purpose is 
ro confuse and divide. In like manner, the person who is bent on 
departing from gospel truth and, therefore, will not debate the 
question at issue is to be marked and avoided. 

If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to who lesome 
words, even the words of our Lord J esus Christ, and to the doc
trine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing 
nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, 
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse 
disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, 
supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself (1 
Tim. 6:3-5). 

We are not looking for a fight; but neither are we too cow
ardly to discuss spiritual subjects, nor too devious to talk about 
differences. Our aim is truth. Our attitude is gentle. Our purpose 
is salvation. Therefore, we welcome the opportun ity for Christian 
controversy. 

The question is, as we peer into the haze of a coming yea r: 
Where will the discussion take us? We do not shrink from the con
test, but bold ly confront the advocates of change and departure. 
The on\y standard for the unavoidable 1996 debates is the Bible. 

In our exchange of ideas, if we look only to sacred Scriptures 
for resolution, we shall be drawn nearer to God and one another. 
The coward who refuses to engage the contest and the false 
teacher who deliberately avoids it will be ultimately lost in the 
backwash. Such a one may for a time seem to survive, bur in the 
nature of truth he is sure to sink. 

In the next 12 months the topic we are most apt to deal with is 
the authority of the Bible. This is, in truth, the on ly question. 
Those claiming that grace dispenses with law are deniers of the 
gospel as the power of God to save. They are ashamed of the gos
pel and use grace as an excuse for their embarrassment. 

Some will argue against the reliabi lity of the Bible as an absolute 
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pattern for saintly conduct on the baseless charge that 
the Scriptures are of uncertain origin. Look for 1996 
to be a year in which we once again examine inspira
tion and canonicity. Unbelievers will insist that first
century disciples had no Bible and, therefore, neither 
do we need the divine standard. Many attempts will 
be made to discredit Holy Writ and leave us in the 
labyrinth of unbridled emotion. 

This feely-touchy wave of emotion in opposition 
to fact will be expressed in a growing number of tes
timonial meetings, which is the art of embellished 
storytelling or lying. Human experience is not a sub
stitute for divine revelation. Still, many will prefer to 
hear fallible humans tearfully interpret their ques
tionable experiences over and above a thus saith the 
Lord. Teaching Bible truths is the only right course, 
but it is not so temperamental and, consequently, not 
so popular. If you go for the popular instead of for 
what is right, you will be tempted to be caught up in 
this neopentecostalism. 

God is too good to condemn and punish any
body, we are told. Therefore we should be too good 
to find fault or judge. The "I'm OK, You're OK" phi
losophy will prevent many from applying biblical 
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patterns and the guilty will be exonerated. If this rea
soning is reasonable, Calvary was a massive mistake. 
Who needs a cross if everyone is going to be saved? 
For that matter, who needs a Bible if all will be saved? 

If this view is correct, Jesus was wrong when he 
said: 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and 
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? And then 
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: de
part from me, ye that work iniquity. 

The gates of heaven, according to the misguided 
souls who deny the judgment carry the sign, "We Do 
Not Reserye the Right to Refuse Service to Anyone." 

The Bible teaches that God is holy and just and 
consequently will judge all. He will approve those 
who obey him and reject those do not. If we con
clude that all will be saved and none will be lost and 
there is no judgment now or in the future, we must 
demolish the Bible. 

Those who think everyone will be saved regard
less of behavior contradict the teaching of Jesus, 
who said: 

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the 
which al l that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna
tion Uohn 5 :28-29). 

Still, the do-gooder and too-gooders will con
tinue to insist that we are without a written measure 
for conduct. We simply go willy-nilly. We are without 
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guide or direction, and everything is right, and noth
ing is wrong. The edict is: If it feels good, do it. If this 
dictum does not bring moral chaos, nothing will. 

Canon is a key question. If the Jerusalem church 
did not have an absolute standard for behavior in the 
form of a written record - the 26 books of the New 
Testament - then neither do we need this gauge. If 
they didn't have it, we don't need it is the position of 
those seeking to discredit the Bible and excuse dis
obedience to divine mandates. 

The premise of every infidel is that we do not 
need God's W ord to direct and control us. One way 
to get rid of the Bible as an absolute guide is to attack 
its canonicity. If the earliest disciples did not have a 
written document, it is not needed. If the early dis
ciples had more than is in the New Testament, then 
the overplus is necessary. If the additional books con
tradict the existing books, then the accepted books 
are defective and should be first moderated and then 
dismissed. If you think this is not the necessary con
clusion, you need to look again. 

Once the Bible is dismissed on the basis of defec
tive canon, the floodgates are open and anything 
goes. Nothing is hallowed! 

Believe it or not, that is exactly where we are 

''Preach the Word'' 
(continued from page 1) 

Discussing biblical themes in a modern context 
requires more than spending 30 minutes discussing 
the ancient context followed by 3 0 seconds in which 
the possible existence of a modern context is both 
recognized and dismissed with the aside, "This still 
applies to us today." 

Hearers need help with present-day needs. 
While hearers "felt" needs and true needs may not 
be the same, this does not obviate the existence of 
true needs that must be addressed. Each time a 
preacher stands in the pulpit he has before him a 
group of wounded and weary soldiers: some have 
lost jobs; some have problems with children; a hus
band and wife are on the brink of divorce; young 
people struggle with drugs and immorality; some 
have been overtaken in trespasses of various kinds; 
some are thirsting for a first taste of the living water. 
As did Zedekiah of old, hearts cry out, "Is there any 
word from the Lord?" As God's true preacher, Jere
miah replied? "There is" Oer. 37: 17). 

Only those who "preach the word" can lead the 

headed in the current discussion. This will mean that 
the church is not exclusive, and we should fellow
ship the denominations, a Ia Max Lucado; it is not 
sin to use instrumental music in worship of God, a Ia 
Rubel Shelly; women may preach at a Lord's Day 
gathering where all the saints are assembled and the 
Lord's Supper is served, a Ia Carroll Osburn; it is not 
necessary to understand the purpose of Bible bap
tism to be saved, a Ia Jimmy Allen. 

That is not all! It is only the beginning! Univer
salism is just around the corner! Rubel Shelly, in a 
public meeting held August 11, in Nashville, with a 
Jewish Rabbi and a Muslim minister, conceded one 
can be eternally saved by following either Judaism or 
Islam. If he is right, all we need is acceptance of the 
gods of Hinduism and the tribal religions of Africa 
to have an ecumenical world. If he is right, Calvary 
is useless, and the New Covenant is a fraud. All we 
need is the Torah or the Koran or Mumbo Jumbo to 
hoo-doo us. 

The 1996 debate will be exciting and challeng
ing. It is coming, and we stand ready for the contest. 
Watch for it! P. 0. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
FF 

wounded to the Balm of Gilead. Burdens are not lifted 
by human opinion, philosophy, psychology, senti
mental trifles, or comedy routines; burdens are lifted 
at Calvary. He who offers less is like Ehud, who, hav
ing gained audience by professing to have a message 
from God, destroyed his hearer Oudges 3:15-22). 

On the hearer's side the difference is between 
hearing a sermon and hearing the Word of God; 
between seeing the forked lightning on a film, 
and being exposed to the whip and terror of the 
thing itself; between reading an article about life 
in the army and being handed our call-up pa
pers; between discussing a dogma and meeting 
the living God. (Keir, Thomas, The Word in Wor
ship, [London: Oxford University Press, 1962), 
p. 133.) 

The preacher who does not "preach the word" 
in a manner that enables his hearers to meet the liv
ing God has failed both his hearers and his God. 
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Houston, TX 77024 
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The Problem of the Origin of the First Life 
(or 11Spontaneous Generation- the Modern Superstition") 

By Russell C. Artist, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biology, David Lipscomb College, Nashville, Tennessee 

The problem which is attracting the attention 
of many researchers in biology today is that 
of the method or methods by which the first 

speck of living matter - protoplasm - could have 
come into existence. Many in the scientific commu
nity are bending all their resources to the solution of 
this problem. There are Christian men of science, ca
pable, qualified and God-fearing, who believe that 
the origin of the first protoplasm and, therefore, the 
origin of the complex macromolecular systems nec
essary for life were by the specific design and pur
pose of the creative power of God. Furthermore 
they also believe that the nature of that origin and 
the processes leading up to it- if indeed there were 
such processes at all - may well be beyond the 
power of scientific investigation. 

Such men of science stand uniquely today in 
much the same position as did Christians of the first 
century. These stood diametrically opposed to the 
views of the Roman poet Virgil who wrote: "Hide in 
a hollow pit a slaughtered steer, bees from his putrid 
bowels will appear." They stood firmly against the 
fal se Aristotelian idea that living organism were 
spontaneously generated from slime and insisted 
that their Creator - God - was the cause of all 
things. They insisted that life just does not happen 
anyhow or anyway, even though it looked like it did, 
for nothing at a ll was known as to just how even 
creatures visible to the unaided eye were produced. 
No one knew anything at all about eggs - for who 
could see eggs of animals? Actually the famous dic
tum enunciated first by William Harvey "Ex ovo 
omnia" (all life comes from an egg) came late in the 
17th century. And yet they silenced every pagan 
writer by the end of the third century, insisting that 
life was created. 

The controversy over spontaneous generation 
has been a long and bitter one. Even as late as the 
17th century, Van Helmont, a Belgian physician, 
gave a recipe for engendering mice. It remained for 
Redi to show that meat placed in a flask and covered 
with gauze showed no indication of maggots - the 
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larvae of flies - in the meat because of the flies at
tracted to it laid their eggs on the gauze. But no one 
paid much attention to this simple demonstration. 
By this time bacteria and protozoa had been discov
ered and so, when clear broth in which all organisms 
had been killed became cloudy, what was more logi
cal than to say that these microscopic creatures were 
spontaneously generated? Pasteur, the French micro
biologist and biochemist, made his flasks with long, 
tortuous necks, into which the so-called "vital force" 
in the air could enter. He demonstrated, once and 
for all, that if the broth is properly sterilized, no 
growth - and hence no spontaneous generation -
would occur. The truth of the scientific principle -
biogenesis - rather than abiogenesis, is still being 
demonstrated by some of his flasks which are stil l 
sterile, even after some 125 years . Tyndall, the En
glish physicist, with his dark box, further demon
strated that in dust-free air sterile broth in open 
flasks was not contaminated. Surely it had been con
clusively and irrevocably proven that " life comes 
from life," as God has always decreed in his Word. 
Much of the writing in modern textbooks of biology 
seeking to undermine the value of Pasteur's work is 
done to escape the law of biogenesis which has been 
in effect ever since the creation of the first life took 
place. Postulating that conditions were different on 
the primitive earth and that life could arise sponta
neously then-but not now-must forever remain 
pure assumption. It is plain speculation. 

But now the barrie over spontaneous generation, 
the modern superstition, is being revived again and 
is being contested in the realm of the submicro
scop ic, in the fie ld of subcellular particles. W h\\e 
many are clamoring for an original spontaneous gen
eration some billions of years ago, in order ro escape 
acceptance of the only alternative, creation, Crm·s
rian men of science are rising to the defense of true 
science in biology and restating over and over again 
- the creation of the first life is bur a part of a mas
ter plan by a Master Planner. 

We are now in the go lden age of the nucleic ac-



ids. Speculations centering around the origin of the 
nucleic acids is attracting the attention of many re
searchers, and many believe that this genetic mate
rial is self-replicating and that the gap between the 
living and the non-living cell may have been bridged 
by something akin to a virus. But carefully and so
berly, Christian men of science point out that there is 
no subcellular particle capable of self-duplication. 
Against the clamor of the crowd in hot pursuit of 
DNA, which is being called the "master chemical" or 
the "secret of life," there are still some who will 
come to the defense of honest biology and state: 
there is nothing less complex than an entire living 
cell which is capable of self-duplication. Further, 
DNA is but a subunit of a living cell and though it 
may be an amazing factory for synthesis of many 
kinds, it is still useless by itself. DNA molecules did 
not precede the cell, but both have existed together 
from the beginning. Rather than DNA being these
cret of life, life is the secret of DNA. If we are con
vinced that God did create the first life, perhaps 
some day we shall know exactly how he did it - or 
we may never know. Behind the Dim Unknown will 
still be found God - the mind that created life. 

As recently as October 1993, an article in the 
prestigious Time magazine recorded the speculations 
of two prominent biochemists as to how life may 
have arisen, had this to say: "It may have been the 
divine spark, not clever chemistry, that brings matter 
to life." I maintain this supports the thesis of this pa
per that to have life there must be a Life-Giver! Or 
as the Bible in the apostle Paul's Athenian address 
says, "He giveth to all life and breath and all things" 
(Acts 17:25 KJV). 

(Original MS submitted for publication in the 
book Behind the Dim Unknown. Edited by john C. 
Monsma, G.P. Putnam,s Sons, New York, 1966.) 
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(Editor,s introduction: Brother Choate has done the church a sizeable favor in researching and writing this 
vital information. He has impressive credentials and stands at the head of his class. The clear manner in which 
he presents the involved information that follows is further testimony to his scholarship. The article is must 
reading for every serious Bible student and gives a lucid account of what has gone awry in most uchristian,, 
universities. Keep this article handy. You will refer to it again and again in the coming years - Dobbs.) 

Dance the 11Dance of Death'' 
Upon the Tomb of God 

By J. E. Choate 

This is the f. ifth in a series of articles designed 
to delineate the influences which the culture 
of the postmodern age and postmodern the

ology have stamped upon a minority of churches of 
Christ which we label "liberal" for the sake of imme
diate reference. 

The most emotionally volatile debated issue in 
American theology was precipitated April 8, 1966, 
by the cover of Time magazine with the declaration, 
"GOD IS DEAD." Many at the time made a joke of 
the matter. When Marshall Keeble was asked if he 
knew that God was dead, he responded with a typi
cal Keeble retort that he didn't know God was sick. 

However, it must be noted that the American 
theologians, who popularized the debate were dead 
serious in their statements. The roots of the "God is 
dead" theology go back to Friedrich Nietzsche in the 
19th century. Thomas Altizer (b. 1927), like Ni
etzsche, maintained that "all reality undergoes con
stant destruction and re-creation in an ongoing dia
lectic." Thus the "death of God theologians" deny 
the existence of God who is the creator of man and 
the universe. 

It is also undeniable that the "God-is-dead" 
theologians borrow from both Rudolf Bultmann, 
and from Dietrich Bonheoffer who 'concluded that 
man must learn to live without God. For the readers' 
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information, to understand the God-is-dead theol
ogy, the viewpoints of four major theologians who 
expressed themselves in the '60s and '70s on the 
subject must be considered. 

Gabriel Vahanian: This scholar wrote The 
Death of God: The Culture of Our Post-Christian 
Era. He sees our society as post-Christian. This is to 
say that Christianity has been eclipsed by the mod
ern scientific age. For Vahanian, God is no longer 
transcendent, but whose person merges into the per
son of man. This is the idea of "God is my co-pilot." 

Paul Van Buren (b. 1924): This scholar took the 
position that "because the Bible is myth, it is impos
sible and meaningless to speak of God." This scholar 
built his theology both on Nietzsche and Bonheoffer 
that man must learn to live in the world without 
God. 

William Hamilton (b. 1924): Hamilton rejects 
the biblical view of God. He sees the death of God as 
a cultural event occurring in the last 200 years. He 
maintained that solutions to problems are found in 
the secular world. "God is no longer necessary to de
liver man from restlessness, despair, or self righ
teousness; indeed, there is no God to do so." 

Thomas].]. Altizer: This scholar totally rejects 
orthodox Christianity and does so by quoting Philip
pians 2:6-8 as his basis for suggesting that God died 
in history when Christ died on the cross. Altizer 
builds on Nietzsche's premise of the death of God
when we understand the death of God as a historical 
event that God has died in our time, in our history, 
in our existence. 

Genealogy of the uDeath of God" Theology 
The phrase that "God is dead" was expressed by 
Nietzsche in The Gay Science in the 19th century in 
which a madman comes into the market place and 



declare to the people that they were the "murderers 
of God." Nietzsche had no place for God in his 
philosophical scheme of things. 

We must never forget that N ietzsche's theory of 
the superior r ace became the primer for the Nazi 
concept of the superiority of the Aryan race. He 
wrote: 

I regard Christianity as the most fatal and seduc
tive lie that has ever yet existed .... I urge people 
to declare war upon it. Th e morality of paltry 
people as the measure of all things : this is the 
most repugnant kind of degeneracy that civiliza
tion has ever yet brought forth into existence. 

The shared womb of modern theology must 
make a place for Darwin's Origin of the Species 
which has corrupted di sciplines of Western civil iza
tion, e.g., history, psychology, sociology, philosophy, 
and especially theology. Nietzsche used the process 
of evolution taken from Darwin to explain his con
cept of the "genealogy of morals" as nature's drive 
- "the.will to power" through sheer frightful brute 
force. Just so, modern theo logy has used and made 
its own accommodation with evolution. 

So the "social gospel" assumed the character 
of a benign power to elevate the social, ethical, 
and moral status of man through the upward spi
ral of the evolutionary process. The brutal dehu
manizing of man in the 20th century has given 
the lie to the hope of the social gospel. 

Neo-orthodoxy: The term suggests a "new 
theology," and implies a re turn to orrhodox 
Christian beliefs. The new rheology is li nked to 
the publication of Karl Barrh's 1919 commentary 
of the Roman letter in which Barrh makes God 
the focal of salvation. He did not equate the 
Bible with the Word of God, but that which be
comes the Word of God when preached to and 
believed by man. How this happens is left unex
plained. He denied the inerrancy of the Scripture 
and retained the liberal views of higher criticism 
without qualification. 

Far more can be said of Paul Tillich, the phi
losopher not the theologian . The term God and 
such traditional terms are merely re ligio us sym
bols. Tillich did not view God as a personal be
ing. For him, God becomes the "Ground of Be-
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in g." He rejected that Jesus was a historical being, 
bur rather the symbol of a "New Being." Tillich's ap
proach to Scripture did violence to every major his
torically-held doctrine of the Christian faith. 

Rudolf Bultmann: This theologian held the the
sis that the New Testament writings were not the au
thentic works of individual writers. He believed that 
the four Gospels are the products of the early 
church. And he believed that the Bible shou ld be 
treated like any other book. He thought of Scripture 
as being encrusted with layer after layer of myths 
and embellished stories. 

A Shared Depository of Liberal Beliefs 
There are perceptible shades of difference between 
the God-is-dead theologians. They all share in the 
ideas of their predecessors and each other. They bor
row from Nietzsche's "God is dead" concept. Bibli
call y they begin with Bultmann's approach that the 
Bible is myth and should not be taken seriously. 
They see Jesus only as a human, not God. They do 
not take the Bible seriously in its assertions about 
God, Jesus Christ, man and the world. They ignore 
the biblical sense of sin because they ignore the bibli
cal solution through the redemptive sacrifice of 

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

ENG MNG 
HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
· for churches of Chri st 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 

D. L. Woods Publications 
4625 Virginia Drive 

Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 
Phone (601) 895-8437 

10 January 1996 
Firm Founda1ion 

Christ. They would solve the problems of the world 
through science and technology without any regard 
for God. 

A Summary Conclusion 
It is obvious that the old modernism at the turn of 
the century, the Social Gospel, and Nee-orthodoxy 
were not the undertakers in the "death of God." 
That wou ld be left to their understudies, e.g., post 
mortem of Thomas J.J. Altizer, and company. 

The offspring of these " latter day" theologians 
identify with the latest "latter day" breed of 
postmodern theologians. They feed at the troughs of 
Jacques Derrida and John Dominic Crossan and the 
Jesus Seminar theologians. They identify with the 
philosophy and theology of "deconstructionism," 
e.g., that Jesus was regarded by the Romans as a ren
egade Mediterranean peasant who ran afoul of Ro
man law which cost him his life. Instead of a glori
ous resurrection, Crossan devised the myth that his 
body was digged from a common grave and eaten by 
wild dogs. What must be the strangest development 
of all is the absolute silence of our liberal brethren 
on such matters. Our liberal brethren in their ten
ured positions in the Bible departments of our 
schools know that we know about these things. They 
must believe that being quiet abou t these latest at
tacks on Scripture will direct attention o ther than to 
their own doorsteps. They were never so wrong 
about so much. 

The only possible way for them to regain any 
measure of respect and confidence with their conser
vative brethren is to begin intensive exposures of 
postmodern theology in their sermons, lectures, 
books, articles, and Bible classes in the colleges 
started by brethren loyal to Scripture as the inerrant 
and inspired Word of God. Don't hold your breath 
until they do, or you wil l die a thousand times over! 
I hold any brother suspect with being a liberal when 
he clams up on these issues and will not and has not 
addressed such heresies. 

This is applicable to our brethren positioned in 
high places in the Bible teaching programs of our 
universities. And this is especia lly true of brethren 
who hold advanced degrees from prestigious liberal 
schools of religion in American and Europe. Some of 
these brethren had their articles printed in Wine
skins, which seems to have fallen by the wayside on 
stony places among thorns and rhisrles. 

3714lh Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37215 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
Jl Remembrance! 

By Noble Patterson 

Sixteen years after his death, Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
has not been forgotten by a grateful brother
hood. Memories live on. It seems a brief hour 

since the sun of his life went down Dec. 18, 1979. 
While we linger in the twilight of recollection before 
the night of forgetfulness blurs the picture of 
memory, let us, in imagination, look at him again. 

In my 70 years, many people have influenced my 
life ... the same who have had a positive influence on 
the church ... but none, outside my own flesh and 
kin, have had a more profound influence on me, or 
on the church, than Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

I first heard him as a teenager, during the zenith 
of his preaching career. In later years, I traveled with 
him and directed singing in gospel meetings, when 
his proclamations were strong and his knowledge 
unexampled. 

No companionship was more genial - more de
lightful - than his. This close association gave me 
an opportunity to know a man "in whom was no 
guile." It gave me the pleasure and advantage of the 
honor of his friendship and mutual confidence. 

His life was without blemish, nothing to avoid, 
explain or extenuate. In the words of the eminent 
S.H. Hall of Nashville, Tenn., "I have never worked 
with a man more nearly perfect in every way." 
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• No tuition 
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The brotherhood, probably, has not produced an 
individual more perfectly rounded- intellectually, 
physically, and morally - than that presented to us 
in the person of Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

Wallace's qualities were so indisputably great it 
is no wonder he was looked upon by the brother
hood with the greatest of respect, veneration, and af
fection. 

G.H.P. Showalter wrote in the Firm Foundation: 
Few men possess more excellent qualities of 

the Christian life in so eminent a measure as 
Brother Wallace. Few gospel preachers, if any, 
exercise a greater love for the truth or exhibit a 
greater readiness or more ability, in its procla
mation and defense. Foy Wallace loves the Lord, 
the church, and all that is connected with the di
vine order of things as set forth under the new 
covenant. 

In his preaching and debating he. mastered a 
style rarely equaled in clearness, logic, simplicity 
and power. He was the incomparable master of 
the art of public debate. His thought was bright
est and his eloquence highest when the battle 
was raging. 

In every instant and upon every occasion, his 
profound knowledge of his subject, his clarity of , 
presentation, his accurate reasoning and logic 
and his undoubted sincerity, held the rapt atten
tion of the listeners to the end. 

Batsell Baxter said, he was "one of the most bril
liant preachers in the brotherhood." 

The scope of his work and influence was wide. 
He traveled extensively and visited every state in the 
union. He labored abundantly; ... he strengthened 
churches; ... he encouraged fellow-preachers. 

Many were moved by his eloquence. The power 
of the truth in his preaching turned many from dark
ness to light. 

His likes and dislikes were pronounced, as is true 
with all strong men ... but his manner was his own, 
and befitted him alone. His writings are unexcelled 
contributions to the literature of the church of 
Christ. His work as a scholar and author lives as a 
monument to his dedicated service and will bless 
many generations to come. 

He had a broad understanding and appreciation 
january 1996 11 
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of the loyalty of members of the church. T he weight 
of his influence was always upon the side of righ
teousness, peace and faithfulness . H e was one who 
believed in the eternal and immeasurable difference 
between right and wrong. 

No man was more widely and favorably known 
for his devotion to the Lord, his loyalty to the 
church, his unswerving fidelity to the truth. Through 
the long years of his distinguished service to the 
church, he never gave the impression that he 
thought he was important. Great men seldom realize 
their greatness. 

Recently, I went to the West Park cemetery in 
Hereford, Texas. In the southwest section I saw a 
granite monument, three and one-half feet in height, 
bearing the name WALLACE. As I faced the monu
ment on my left there is inscribed the name, Foy E. 
Wallace Jr. "Soldier of the Cross." Then to my right 
is inscribed the name of Virgie Brightwel l Wa llace, 
with the inscription, "Faith ful Companion." 

This resting place of the physical remains of 
brother and sister Wallace was provided by his loyal 
and ever faithful fri ends, brother and sister Howard 
Higgins, in the Higgins family plot, beside A.S. 
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Higgins, who had known him since he was a child. 
A rush of memories engulfed me as I stood there: 
I thought of the time, as a teenager, I first heard 

him preach. He spoke with great force and an easy 
flow of language. His voice and delivery were as 
smooth as velvet. Perfect diction! Persuasive! I was 
enthralled. 

Then I thought of his great victories for truth on 
the polemic platform with various religious antago
nist in all parts of the nation. 

This visit to the grave site of Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
was inspiring in every worthwhi le way. 

My association with him in many travels can 
never be forgotten ... it enriched my sou l. I admired 
him and respected him. In him were those glorious 
attributes which I had observed so often ... a fidelity 
one can scarcely put in words ... a devotion to the 
church unsurpassed by that of any who's name glows 
from the pages of Restoration history .. . a sense of 
perfectionism that impell ed him ever to find perfec
tion ... an affection for her who was his devoted 
companion and who was the force that sustained 
him in his hours of disappointment ... a faith that 
could move mountai ns .. . an inextinguishable belief 
that man's course must be ever onward and upward . 

He will be long remembered because he is en
shrined in so many hearts. 

Modern revisionists and "change agents" state 
their intention to restructure the church and change 
the past and lay blame for current problems on the 
older preachers, but they are mistaken! If you mea
sure what happened in our history against what we 
are doing today, there is no comparison! 

As long as human hearts are capable of beating 
with admiration and fervor of fee lings for the Word 
of God ... and for the Restoration appeal ... their 
hearts will burn with gratitude at the mention of this 
name - Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

9900 Farmers Branch St. 
Ft. Worth, TX 76 108 

(Editor's note: Foy E. Wallace Jr. was an uncom
mon man. His legacy of literature is a treasure that 
abundantly yields gems of truth. He was that great 
Alps and Andes of the living world. He was not per
fect - no one is- but on the other hand neither was 
he weak nor unsure. His massive knowledge of God's 
Word made him an enemy of error and sin, and even 
today heretics tremble at the mention of his name. 
He was my friend, but, more important, he was the 
friend of all who love right. God rest his soul and 
may his memory burn bright -Dobbs.) FF 



Behind the Instrumental Music Question 
By Brock Hartwigsen 

Can mechanical music worship God? The ques
tion behind this question is: Where does 
the power lie, with God or the church? Or: 

How should the Bible be looked at? 
This question has concerned our nation since its 

beginning. Alexander Hamilton and Thomas J effer
son had different opinions on how the Constitution 
should be considered. 

Hamilton said the Constitution did not forbid 
the establishment of a national bank, therefore, the 
government could establish such a bank. Jefferson 
said the Constitution did not authorize the establish
ment of a national bank, therefore, the government 
could not establish such a bank. 

Hamilton and his followers were called "loose
constitutionalists" or "Federalists." Jefferson and his 
followers were called "strict-constitutionalists" or 
"Anti-Federalists." 

Hamilton believed that power resided with gov
ernment - that the Constitution was not written to 
restrict the power of government. He believed that 
anything the Constitution did not specifically forbid, 
the government could do. The government had a 
natural right to do what it wanted to do. 

Jefferson said power resided with the people. He 
believed that anything that the Constitution did not 
specifically authorize the government to do, the gov
ernment should not do. 

The "Christian world" is likewise divided. There 
are loose-biblicists who say that the church has natu
ral authority to do whatever the Bible does not for
bid. There are strict-biblicists who say that the 
church has no natural authority and can only do 
what the Bible authorizes her to do. 

Loose-biblicists believe that all power resides 
with the church. Strict-biblicists believe all power re
sides with God and that the Bible empowers the 
church. 

When people argue: "Show me where the Bible 
says the church cannot use a mechanical instr.u~e~t 
of music," they are reasoning from a loose-b1bhctst 
point of view. 

Strict-biblicists counter, "Show me where the 

Bible says the church can use a mechanical instru
mental of music." 

A strict-biblicist and a loose-biblicist will never 
resolve their differences, until they agree where the 
power lies. Is it with God or the church? 

Restoration stands in the strict-biblicist camp, 
while the rest of the "Christian world" is in the 
loose-biblicist camp. 

Today we have brethren who are crossing over 
into the other camp and are beginning to argue from 
the loose-biblicist point of view. Is the strict-biblicist 
view the correct view, or as some are beginning to 
teach, should we abandon this view and join the rest 
of the "Christian world"? 

The question is not should we use a mechanical 
instrument of music in worship of God, but where is 
the power? Is it with the church or with God? Did 
God give the Bible to restrict the power of the 
church or to empower the church? 

Jesus claimed, "All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth" (Matt. 28:18). If Jesus has "All 
power in heaven and in earth," as he claimed, then 
the church has no power or authority except what 
Christ has given her. 

The loose-biblicist is wrong and the strict-bib
licist is right. No one opposed to the mechanical in
strument in worship of God has to produce Scrip
ture to condemn mechanical instrument in worship. 

The burden of proof lies with those who want to 
use the mechanical instrument. They need to pro
duce Scripture authorizing the use of the mechanical 
instrument in worship of the Creator. 

It is now, and ever has been, a question of au-
thority. 12521 Holly Spring New Hill Rd. 
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Christian Apologetics 
The Historical Jesus 

By Mark Copeland 

I. Introduction. 
A. The New Testament presents itself as a historical record of events that supposedly occurred during the 

First Century A.D. 
B. How reliable is it? How do we determine the reliability of any ancient document that professes to 

record events of history? 
C. To establish the reliability of any historical document, one question is: How soon after the event took 

place were they recorded? 
D. What evidence is there for the early existence of the New Testament? 

II. Early existence of the New Testament is crucial. 
A. If an event is recorded long after it occurred ... 

1. It was not written by eyewitnesses. 
2. It was not written when other witnesses were around to confirm or deny its accuracy. 

a. If not written by eyewitnesses, its credibility is weakened. 
b. Example: Which would be the more credible source for information about an event that oc

curred in the civil war between the states: 
(1) A present-day writer depending upon secondhand sources. 
(2) Diaries and letters written by eyewitnesses of the event. 

c. It would be necessary to show the original documents were authentic. 
B. Some 19th-century scholars asserted the Gospels and the book of Acts did not exist before A.D. 130. 

1. If true, the Gospels and the books of Acts were not written by eyewitnesses. 
2. The books in question would have been written by frauds who misrepresented themselves as eye

witnesses. 
3. Was the New Testament written by eyewitnesses, as it claims, or is it a book written by liars in an 

effort to deceive? 
III. Evidence of the early existence of the New Testament. 

A. Internal evidence. 
1. Ending of the book of Acts. 

a. Acts ends abruptly with Paul in prison awaiting trial (Acts 28:30-31). 
b. A plausible explanation is that Luke wrote Acts during the time Paul was waiting to appear be

fore Nero. 
c. This would be about A.D. 62-63, meaning that the books of Acts and Luke were written within 

30 years of the death of Jesus. 
2. No mention of the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 

a. Matthew, Mark, and Luke record Jesus' prophecy that the temple and city would be destroyed 
within the lifetime of the generation that first heard the prophecy (Mark 13:1-4, 14; Luke 
21:5-9, 20-24, 32). 

b. History shows that in A.D. 70 Jerusalem with its temple was destroyed. 
c. No New Testament book records the destruction of Jerusalem. 

(1) If written after A.D. 70, the destruction would surely have been recorded by at least one 
New Testament writer. 

(2) The event proves Jesus' claim to be the Son of God since his prophecies were all fulfilled. 
(3) At least one New Testament writer would have mentioned this inescapable proof of the di

vinity of Jesus, if the New Testament was written after A.D. 70. 
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d. John A.T. Robinson, in his book, Redating the New Testament, concludes that all of the books 
of the New Testament were written prior to A.D. 70. 

B. Papyri fragments. 
1. Chester Beatty Biblical Papyri (dated A.D. 200-250) contains the Gospels, Acts, Paul's Epistles, 

and Revelation. 
2. Papyrus Bodmer II (dated A.D. 200) contains fourteen chapters of John and portions of the last 

seven chapters. 
3. Early Christian Papyri (dated A.D. 150) quotes freely from the four Gospels. 
4. john Rylands MSS (dated A.D. 130) tends to confirm the Gospel of John. 

C. Patristic writings. 
1. Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians (dated A.D. 120) quotes from Matthew, Mark, Luke, Acts, 

Romans, 1, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 2 Thessalonians, 1, 2 Timothy, He
brews, 1 Peter, and 1 John. 

2. Letters of Ignatius (dated A.D. 115) Quotes from Matthew, John, Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Ga
latians, Ephesians, Philippians, 1, 2 Timothy, and Titus. 

3. Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians (dated A.D. 95) quotes from Matthew, Mark, Luke, Acts, 
Romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians, Titus, Hebrews, and 1 Peter. 

IV. Implications of this evidence. 
A. The New Testament was in existence and well known by the end of the first century A.D. 

1. Nelson Glueck, former president of the Jewish Theological Seminary in the Hebrew Union Col
lege in Cincinnati, a renowned Jewish archaeologist, stated: "In my opinion, every book of the 
New Testament was written between the forties and eighties of the First Century A.D." 

2. "We can say emphatically that there is no longer any solid basis for dating any book of the New 
Testament after 80 A.D." (W.F. Albright, biblical archaeologist). 

B. The New Testament passes the acid test for the authenticity of any document of antiquity. 
1. It was written in the same generation in which the events took place. 
2. It was circulated among the very people about whom these do~uments spoke while they were still 

alive and could have denied them, but did not do so. 
3. The first generation preserved the New Testament for posterity, showing their high regard for the 

genuineness of its contents. 
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1537 Jason St. 
Kissimmee, FL 34744 

FF 

• Sermons That Save by Robert R. Taylor Jr. ...................................................................... $7.95 
• Among the Scholars by David Hester ............................................................................... $6.95 
• Creation Compromises by Bert Thompson ................................................................... $10.95 

• Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals by William Woodson and J. E. Choate ....... $18.95 
• The Eternal Kingdom by F. W. Mattox ............................................................................ $11.00 
• Change Agents and Churches of Christ by William Woodson ....................................... $6.95 

These are excellent books to add to your own library. 
They make wonderful gifts. 

Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. 

Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 

january 1996 15 
Firm Foundation 



Liberalism 
By Jerry Moffitt 

The world is starving for a cause worth dying 
for. The brotherhood is feeble and bloodless 
due to short rations regarding the Bible. And 

though it gives me no pleasure to say it, liberalism in 
most of our churches offers the world a kind of 
"Christianity lite." We know liberalism will never of
fer true Christianity to the world - not the stick-to
your-ribs kind . If offers an insipid, unsavory, mild, 
diluted, weakened version. With liberalism it is sue 
for peace with the enemies before they say some
thing that may hurt our pride. Everywhere you turn 
truths are watered down and the Christianity is an 
ease-off, cool-down, rein-in, pull-up, gloss-over, 
type - the type that is so broad-minded that it 
makes one's brain fall out. When it comes to warfare 
with sin and error, liberals are embarrassed doves, 
ashamed the subject even came up. Let's look at a 
few areas of concern. 

Intellectual Pride 
Liberalism makes fu n of "Bible-toting-Bible-quot
ing" preachers. If you just study the Bible you are 
guilty of "theological thumb-sucking" and "Nean
derthal religion." I have two higher degrees, but I 
know Paul said, "Hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world" (1 Cor. 1 :20). The way of 
man is not in him Uer. 10:23). The gospel is God's 
power un to salvation (Rom. 1:16). The Word of 
God is where the fire and the strength are Uer. 
23:29; Heb. 4:12; Luke 1:37). 

Morals 
A liberal doesn't much preach on or stand up to un
scriptural divorce, drinking, dancing, smoking, dip
ping, immodest dress, indecent movies and soft por
nography. Rather, they accuse churches who do take 
a stand of trying to paint "an antiseptic circle around 
the church." Well excuse me; that's exactly what I 
want to do. For me, my family, and the church I love 
I want to carve our the cleanest and most wholesome 
environment possible, even if criticized for it by lib
erals. Christ wishes to present us to God as "holy 
and without blemish and unreprovable before him" 
(Col. 1 :22). Paul said the church should not have 
"spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it shou ld 
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be holy and without blemish" (Eph. 5:27). See also 1 
Corinthians 6:9-11 and 2 Corinthians 6:17-7:1. 

Doctrinal Error 
When it comes to warfare with denominational er
ror, the liberalism I've seen up close has a real prob
lem decid ing which side it is on. In fact, its aim 
seems to be to strip the church of all that makes it 
distinctive, in the hope that denominations will quit 
persecuting us and rather say nice things about us. 
Yet Jesus said, "Woe unto you, when all men shall 
speak well of you !" (Luke 6:26). Jude said, "Con
tend earnestly for the faith" Uude 3). And Jesus 
clearly said, "Think not that I came to send peace on 
the earth ; I came not to send peace, but a sword" 
(Matt. 10:34). When it comes to evil speaking, back
biting, slander, and defamation of character, when I 
go into a debate it has gotten where I am more afraid 
of some of my brethren than I am of the sectarians. 

Conclusion 
As you know, I could go on for quite a while. Liber
alism hates rules and commandments, perverts love, 
swings a wide loop regard ing fe llowship, attacks re
established doctrine, plays down hell fire, has doubts 
about the inerrancy of the Bible, emphasizes fun and 
games, and presents Christianity as a delicate and 
tasteless religion of convenience. If Jesus and the 
apostles were on earth today, I candidly say I believe 
they would be appalled. P. 0. Box 1275 

Portla nd, TX 783~4 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

Truth for the World Campaign in Africa 
By Ronald Gilbert 

The 1995 Truth for the World African Cam
paign was conducted July 4 to August 2. A to
tal of nine gospel preachers from Tennessee, 

Ohio, and Alabama participated. The first phase of 
the campaign was in the African nation of Uganda. 
There we met with church leaders who came from 
23 of the 30 congregations in the nation. We con
ducted a three-day seminar on the book of First 
Corinthians. Daily attendance exceeded 200. Fifteen 
were baptized into Christ and one was restored. 

We next traveled to Yala in the western section of 
Kenya for another seminar. African brethren told us 
that some of the American missionaries had discour
aged them from attending our meetings. Attendance 
for the seminar was around 50 with preachers and 
leaders present from 16 congregations. We learned 
from these brethren of many problems in the church 
in Kenya such as choirs and hand clapping in the 
worship and women leading singing and prayers in 
the assembly with men present. One member of a 
denomination obeyed the gospel during the seminar. 

Following our work in East Africa, we flew into 
Lusaka, Zambia, for the second phase of our cam
paign. We were met by faithful missionaries, Jerry 
Sullins and Lloyd Henson, and local church leaders, 
Timothy Zimba and Franklin Kumwenda. We di
vided into two groups. Jerry Sullins took one group 
to Ndola in the Copperbelt region for a seminar. At
tendance for the three-day event in Ndola ranged 
from 300-500. Four were baptized and four erring 
members were restored to the faith. 

The second group was taken by Lloyd Henson to 
the Southern Province where we worked in the 
Kabanga area. Several congregations came together. 
Five hundred were present the first day. Attendance 
soon reached 2,000. The loca l Christians had con
structed a brush arbor for the meeting and a grass 
house for the preachers to sleep in. July and August 
are winter months in Zambia; we experienced some 
cool nights in the grass huts. Preaching began each 
morning at 7:00a.m. and continued until night with 
time out only for meals and baptizing. Lessons were 

taken from First Corinthians with at ....-------. 
least one, and sometimes two, ques
tion-and-answer sessions each day. 

Faithful brethren in Zambia are 
also fighting liberalism. Among the 
problems they face are: "special mu
sic" in worship, hand clapping dur
ing songs, women assuming leader
ship roles, and fellowship with de- Rod Rutherford 

nominations, especially the Independent Christian 
Church. The use of choral groups in worship came 
up often in the question-and-answer sessions. Sev
eral confessed that they had sinned in singing in 
church choirs. A total of 31 souls put on Christ in 
baptism and 257 confessed sins and asked for 
prayers during the meeting at Kabanga. 

The Kabanga and Ndola groups joined together 
to go to Livingstone for another seminar at the Zam
bia School of Biblical Studies. This preacher-training 
school is a result of the merger of the Botswana 
School of Biblical Studies, which has been success
fully conducted by Jerry and Ray Sullins for several 
years, with the Zambia Bible Training Center, which 
has been in operation in Livingstone for more than 
20 years under the leadership of Lloyd Henson, vet
eran missionary to Zambia. Elders, preachers, and 
leaders came from 25 different congregations to at
tend the Livingstone seminar. A deaf-mute .man was 
baptized into Christ during this effort to make a to
tal of 52 baptized and 262 restored during the four 
weeks of the campaign. 

Interest in true New Testament Christianity and 
hearing the preaching of God's Word are still high 
priorities in many nations of the world, especially in 
Africa. Truly, "The fields are white unto harvest" 
Uohn 4:35). Brethren, we need to be busy carrying 
out the commission our Lord has given us (Matt. 
28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:46-47). 

Director of Missions 
Tennessee Bible College 
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How Many Rooms Should the Church Have? 
By Allen Webster 

When someone is planning a new house, a 
common question is, "How many rooms 
will it have?" If we were going to build a 

new church building, most people would also be in
terested in the floor plan. They would want to know 
what rooms were intended. What rooms is a church 
supposed to have? 

A church should have a hospital room for sick 
folks. The architect of the church is a doctor (Luke 
4:23), so we would expect him to have a room set 
aside for healing. While on earth he was a healer of 
bodies (Matt. 15 :30), but today his specialty is 
"soul's diseases" (cf. Isa. 9:6). 

A church should have a chapel hall for praying 
folks. The early church was known for its prayer 
meetings (Acts 1:14; 12:5-17; 16:13; 21:5). Have we 
gotten away from a dependence on God expressed 
through constant, fervent prayer (cf. James 5:16)? Is 
there "room" any longer for prayer in the church? In 
a self-sufficient age, prayer gets crowded out by other 
things, but it's time we get back on our knees. "We 
ought always to pray and not to faint" (Luke 18:1). 
Queen Mary declared she feared the prayers of John 
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Knox more than the armies of her enemies. Though 
neither were New Testament Christians, they both 
believed in the power of prayer. The devil fears a 
single, faithful Christian on his knees more than a 
whole church of indifferent, self-sufficient people. 
The church needs a prayer room! 

A church should have a school room for studying 
folks. The Savior was a "teacher come from God" 
Uohn 3:2). We would expect a teacher to have a 
school room. We are called disciples Uohn 8:31), 
which means learners. We need to set aside time in 
our assemblies and in our personal lives to study dili
gently his core curriculum (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

A church should have a gymnasium for exercising 
folks. The church is not in the business of entertain
ing youth or building bodies, so we aren't advocat
ing the kind of gym with goals and foul lines. We are 
talking about another kind of exercise; ... "Exercise 
thyself rather unto godliness. For bodily exercise 
profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come" (1 Tim. 4:7-8). "But strong 
meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even 
those who are of full age, even those who by reason 
of use have their senses exercised to discern both 
good and evi l" (Heb. 5 : 14). We do need "room" in 
the church for exercising folks - those trying to 

grow stronger in the faith (2 Tim. 2: 1; 1 John 2:14). 
A church should have a practice field for soldier

ing folks. The church is an army (1 Tim. 1: 18), so it 
should have a training area for young soldiers to per
fect the tactics involved in "waging a good warfare" 
against Satan and his allies (1 Pet. 5 :8-9; James 4:4; 
Gal. 5:17-21; 2 Tim. 3:8; Jude 3,4; Eph 6:12; 1 
Tim. 6:20). Sold iers must be taught to enlist (Matr. 
28: 18-20), obey (2 Cor. 10:5-6), please their Cap
tain (2 Tim. 2:4); be disciplined (1 Cor. 9 :25-27), 
use the armor expertly {Eph. 6: 13-17), endure hard
ship (2 Tim. 2 :3), show courage (2 Tim. 4:7-18), and 
fight hard (1 Tim. 6: 12). Where is he going ro learn 
these things if there is not "room" in the church? 

A church should have a family room for lonely 
fo lks. The church is the household of God (1 Tim. 
3 : 15), and members are referred to as brothers and 
sisters (1 John 2 :10). It is appropriate for a church ro 
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emphasize love between members. "Love one an
other with a pure heart fervently" (1 Pet. 1:22b). 

A church should have a living room for dedicated 
folks. Churches were not intended for Sunday use 
only. You see, people make up the church and there
fore wherever a Christian goes, he is the church. 
Paul wrote to Timothy, "But if I tarry long, that thou 
mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in 
the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Tim. 
3:15). He was not telling him to "not run in the 
church building" but to live daily as a church mem
ber is called to live (Eph. 4:1). 

A church should have a map room for traveling 
folks. Each of us is on a journey, a pilgrimage (1 Pet. 
2:11). We have set our faces toward Zion Uer. 50:5). 
To stay on the strait, narrow way, we need a map. 
Jesus provides such in the church Uohn 14:6). If you 
have lost your way Uer. 10:23; Prov. 14:12), maybe 
you need to consult the "map room" in which you 
will find the Word of God (Psa. 119:105). 

A church should have a bedroom for weary folks. 
Jesus said: "Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 

yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your soul. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light" (Matt. 
11 :28-30). A faithful Christian should be refreshed 
by his church associations. 

A church should have a kitchen for hungry folks. 
There are many hungry people in the world; not all 
of them can be filled with loaves and fishes. "Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4). 
John records: "For the bread of God is he which 
cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the 
world. Then said they unto him, Lord, ... give us this 
bread. And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of 
life" Uohn 6:33-35). Souls that are hungry should 
find in the church a place where they can be filled. 

The church is the body of Christ. He is the "all 
in all" (Eph. 1:23). He is the door Oohn 10:9), the 
foundation (lsa. 28:16; 1 Cor. 3:11), the chief cor
nerstone (Luke 20:17; 1 Pet. 2:6), the rock (1 Cor. 
10:4), the building (Eph. 2:21), and, even, the light 
Uohn 1:9). There is "room" in the church for you! 
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Come Over and Help Us 

T here is an unsatisfied need in the church for 
gospel preachers. We have too many spe
cialists and too few evangelists. The void is 

not being filled by the universities operated by our 
brethren, nor is it likely that the colleges will rise to 
the occasion. 

The brotherhood has enjoyed for some time a 
supply of good teachers coming from the preacher
training schools. Th·ese schools are the work of local 
congregations. There is no preacher like ci church
rained preacher. He is usually filled with Bible knowl
edge and presents his lessons in an easy-to-under
stand manner. It is God's plan for the church to train 
men to publicly declare the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. Paul gave the formula for producing evange
lists when he wrote: "And the things that thou hast 
heard of me among many witnesses, the same com
mit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also" (2 Tim. 2:2). 

The prophet Samuel established "schools of the 
prophets" and laid a foundation upon which David 
could build an empire to the glory of God. These 
schools were later directed by Elijah and Elisha. The 
bright young men of the nation were taught the law of 
Moses and were sent home to teach their fellow citi
zens about Israel's God. This gave the nation a foun
dation in righteousness that enabled a powerful 
people and preserved the promise to Abraham. 

Schools of preaching in our day, like the pro
phetic schools of old, give us defenders and promot
ers of the one faith. We suffer from a severe shortage 
of qualified, devoted teachers. 

The Memphis School of Preaching, overseen by 
the elders of the Knight Arnold Road church, is in 
need of financial help. It is necessary for them to 
build new school facilities. 

The Knight Arnold church must sell its present 
property and rebuild in a more acceptable location. 
The church has purchased a tract about 10 miles 
west of its existing site. The sale of the existing prop
erty and other financing will enable the church to 
complete its building program, but will strain its fi-

nancial resources to the limit. The Knight Arnold 
congregation is also committed to giving a gener
ous piece of land and $100,000.00 in cash toward 
the construction of buildings for the school. 

The cost of MSOP's buildings is about 
$900,000.00. Over $125,000.00 has been raised, 
not including the $100,000.00 Knight Arnold is 
committed to give, leaving $675,000.00 still to be 
raised. 

The brotherhood is asked to contribute this 
money because the church generally will benefit 
from the work the school does. Congregations ev
erywhere will have the opportunity of using the ser
vices of good gospel preachers because of the 
school; it seems reasonable to give every local 
church an invitation to participate. 

G arland Elkins, dean of public relations, 
suggests that individuals may wish to 
send money for this vital building pro

gram. Some may be able to send thousands, oth
ers hundreds, and all can send something. He 
also recommended that congregations make a 
contribution. 

Elkins pointed out that some churches could 
make a one-time gift of several thousand dollars im
mediately; other congregations may wish to give a 
fifth Sunday contribution to the school, or send all in 
excess of a certain amount given on a particular 
Sunday; still others may be willing to send a regular 
monthly check over a period of time. 

If you can arrange for a fund-raising dinner in 
your area, it would be most helpful. Please take the 
initiative and prosecute some program that will help 
the school continue its valuable service to the 
whole church. 

You might consider putting the schools of 
preaching in your will so that after you rest in peace, 
your money can continue to help save the lost and, 
thereby, lay up for you treasures in heaven "where 
neither moth nor rust corrupt and thieves do not 
break through and steal." 

Contact: 
Curtis Cates, Director 

Memphis School of Preaching • 4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, TN 38118-2948 • (901) 362-5139 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

An Artificial Person? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

S orne few weeks ago an article was sent to me 
which appeared Online (Internet) under the 
heading "My Life as an Artificial Person." The 

writer is Mary Lou Hutson of Chicago, Ill., an attor
ney whose practice is basically in the field of tart and 
cumulative injury cases. 

The gist of Hutson's posting on the Internet con
sists of her frustration as a professional woman. She 
is proud of her professional accomplishments in the 
business world and apparently is justified in so feel
ing. This writer congratulates her for her seeming 
proficiency in her chosen field. It appears that she is 
recognized as being top-notch. 

She expressed, however, deep frustration that she 
is not allowed a top (that is, public) role in the field 
of religion as well as in business. It is here that we 
must part company with her. Hutson is obviously 
well indoctrinated with the current feminist philoso
phy which declares, "Anything man can do woman 
can do - better." She seems totally unaware that 
secu lar law and religious law do not operate on the 
same principles. Under the Jewish law religion and 
secular government merged. Not so under Christian
ity. And, frankly, this writer would be most reluctant 
to use an attorney for secular purposes who had not 
learned that fact. 

It is nothing short of amazing that so many mod
ern women have bought into the feminist philosophy 
lock, stock, and barrel. In so doing they are helping 
fulfill one of the Communistic goals, i.e., creating 
unrest and dissatisfaction among women! Why do we 
so readily subscribe to the false concept that submis
sion is equal to second rate? Does Hutson not have to 
submit to the laws of the land in her practice? Is she 
permitted to be equal in practice to the higher courts 
of our land, or any land in which she may practice? 
(She mentions practicing for a company based in 
Switzerland.) Does having to be under (in submission 
to) these law entities make her a second-rate attor
ney? We think not. 

In religion we, too, are in submission to a higher 
law- God's law. And our compliance to it makes us 
not second rate but able to function on a higher, God-
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approved plain. The truth of the 
matter is that wherever Christianity 
is practiced in its purity, the status of 
woman is elevated. In Christianity, 
God protected woman from having 
to deal with the stickier problems of 
life and laid that responsibility on 
the shoulders of man. Why do we 
resent such so vehemently? To whom have we been 
listening to come to the conclusion that we must have 
the public, dominant role before we are using our tal
ent in the field of religion? Women have been using 
their talent effectively for the Lord from the begin
ning of time. Why do we conclude that the behind
the-scenes work is less important than the out-front 
role? If no one did the behind-the-scenes research 
necessary to win a case in court, I doubt Hutson's 
"public" talent would shine so brightly! 

The intellectual snobbery of Hutson comes 
through loud and clear! She unfairly assumes that 
those with "high school educations" cannot correctly 
exegete the Scripture. She equates those with higher 
degrees and high-sounding titles (especially women) 
to be the only ones who should be heard! Because she 
feels slighted that her "superior knowledge" is not 
utilized to her satisfaction, she classifies herself as an 
AP (Artificial Person). She maintains that it has been a 
long time since she felt her needs were being minis
tered to by the church. Being a lowly college graduate 
without the coveted Ph.D., I confess my ignorance. I 
did not become a Christian to be ministered to but to 
minister (serve) the cause for which Christ gave his 
life. Even he came not to be ministered unto but to 
minister. Christian ity is a life of service! Forget self 
and be wi lling to serve in the lowliest capacity. Forget 
se lf and seek not for public recognition. Service is 
where true happiness lies. And it makes of you a real 
person -a fulfilled person. Real contentment comes 
from living a life of godliness (1 Tim. 6:6). 

Much of my life has been spent in the business 
world in a myriad of capacities. No achievement 
equals the joy of the satisfaction received from the 
role of wife, mother, and grandmother. And no 



unhappy, disgruntled feminist is going to convince 
me that I have wasted my God-given talents by work
ing behind-the-scenes! The service rendered by me 
(and others like me) will do as much, likely more, to 
raise the standard of life for mankind than all the 
frustrated women combined. Don't knock it until 
you have given it an honest try! 

Purposely not much Scripture has been infused 
into this article. It would not appear that Hutson is 
too concerned with what the Lord has said to begin 

with. We may misapply and mix-translate the scrip
ture to suit our particular whims until our dying day, 
but that will never change what God has spoken. It is 
what he has spoken, not what we wish he had said, 
that will face us in the day of judgment. My heart 
goes out to the unhappy, disgruntled women of to
day. They have missed out on the real joy and mean
ing of life. P.O. Box464 
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Example Shows One's Belief 
By E. Claude Gardner 

The best-seller lists ("Top 20") are based on ac
tual sales in Christian bookstores in the U.S. 
and Canada. The October 1994 report shows 

Max Lucado with three books as best-sellers. Num
ber one was When God Whispers Your Name. Num
ber ten was He Still Moves Stones. In the non-fiction 
list, his book, God Came Near, was number seven. 
Obviously he is one of the most popular writers in 
America. His books are being widely read in the 
brotherhood at home and in the mission field. Max 
Lucado is also a preacher and lecturer who is on nu
merous lectureships and workshops. 

Additionally the past two years or more, he has 
had a daily broadcast on 100 stations, which is aired 
all over the country and in foreign nations. It is lis
tener sponsor~d and not church sponsored, and it is 
said to receive good financial support. 

While scanning I happened to get the radio pro
gram over a Memphis "Christian radio station." Do
nations were being requested and donors would be 
able to get his book, Stronger in Broken Places. Since 
Max Lucado preaches for the Oak Hill church in San 
Antonio, Texas, I was astonished to hear instrumen
tal music both to introduce and close the program. 

The announcer gave at the end of the program its 
name, address, and phone: Upwards, P.O. Box 5860, 
San Antonio, Texas 78201. 1-800-822-WORD. After 
hearing the organ music, I called to see what connec
tion the program had with the church, and also the 
reason for using instrumental music. The receptionist 
advised me that such music was "not an issue" and 
there was no scriptural reason not to use the organ 
since the program was "not a service." She stated that 
doctrinal matters are not argued on the program, but 

rather it was to give a "message of hope and faith." 
When I inquired if the program (that had WORD in 
its telephone number) set forth the conditions of sal
vation, she gave no answer. 

Suppose a person heard the radio messages and 
wanted to be a Christian. What would Max Lucado 
teach this one about instrumental music in worship? 
His example of using the organ on his program dem
onstrates his belief that instrumental music is accept
able. 

3 72 Mill Street 
Henderson, 1N 38340 

(Editor's comment: Another question of equal in
terest is: What would Max teach about baptism? Still 
another question: What would Max say about the 
church? Max, of course, is not going to answer our 
questions. Why should he? So, maybe we ought to ask 
ACU: What do you think about Max Lucado now? 
You have honored him, promoted him, praised him 
and bowed down before him. Is he still your darling? 
What do the professors in the Bible Department "out 
on the hill, think about these issues? They will not 
answer. The administration will not answer. Members 
of the board of trustees will not answer. Not even Bill 
Young, ACU's answer man, will answer. Still, we aim 
to ask the questions and keep on asking them. Lucad~ 
and ACU maintain a haughty silence, showing disdain 
for those who call for a "thus saith the Lord.'' One by 
one the sleepy heads in the church will wake up. I pray 
that it will not be too late when they finally get their 
eyes open. Attention members of the spiritual family 
of God: Your grandchildren will bring this home to 
you and you will have to sleep with it- forever and 
forever. Amen.) Fp 
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Potpourri ... 
A Word fo Our leaders 

OWe need supporters and backers of the Firm 
Foundation. Each reader of this paper is much ap
preciated. Please help us gain a wider audience be
cause of the good that will do for the brotherhood. 
The more who read the magazine and pass it on to 
others the greater will be our influence for good. 
One valued reader said, "At this junction the elders 
here can think of no better way to help those who 
are destroyed for lack of knowledge than to sub
scribe to the Firm Foundation. It will keep one in
formed on brotherhood issues and give a healthy 
dose of sound doctrine. Please send a year's sub
scription to the following addresses (a long list fol
lowed)." Others say, "Thank you for upholding 
(God's) 'counsels of old which are faithfulness and 
truth.'" Or "Very timely lessons are in every issue of 
the paper." Such encouragement causes us to take 
heart and press on. If every reader would help us to 
get just one other reader, the power of the paper 
would be doubled. Think about it. 

Wedding Anniversary 
OWe noted with pleasure that Mignon and Adron 

Doran observed their 64th wedding anniversary. A 
reception was given for the Dorans by the Versailles 
church in Versailles, Ky., on August 20. We extend 
best wishes on behalf of the Firm Foundation staff and 
readers of the paper. Brother Doran has contributed a 
large number of valuable articles to this paper. 

Human Depravity Is Repulsive and Boundless 
0 Based on numerous interviews with doctors and 

citizens in the Shenzhen province of China, the East
ern Express, a Hong Kong newspaper regarded as 
credible by Western news wire services, published 
details on sales of aborted human fetuses in China. 

According to the article, state-run hospitals and 
private clinics are now selling aborted fetuses, at 
about $1.25 each, as a food that can cure a range of 
maladies and promote healthy skin and organs. 

The paper also reported that a doctor in Luo 
Huo clinic in Hubei province, where hundreds of 
abortions are performed each year, told them that 
she had eaten more than 100 fetuses in the past six 
months. The doctors was quoted as saying, "They 
are wasted if we don't eat them. The women who 

receive the abortions here don't want the fetuses." 
She went on, "I wash them with a clear water 

until they look transparent white and then stew 
them. Making soup is best. Fetuses are smelly and 
not everybody can take the stink." 

Homosexual Update 
ONo matter that God condemns homosexual be

havior and warns that it will result in eternal rejec
tion if not repented of, many continue to excuse this 
perversion. The Wall Street Journal (Nov. 10, 1995) 
explained how Sheila Landers and Brian McNaught 
present workshops to volunteer AT&T employees to 
desensitize their homosexual aversion. The course is 
called "Homophobia in the Workplace." Sheila 
Landers listened to a seminar leader describe "the 
anguish of growing up gay - the dread of exposure, 
the fear that he would lose the love and respect of 
his parents. Once, he told the group, he had at
tempted suicide." That did it for S. Landers. She 
used her influence to inaugurate a program to sell 
AT&T employees on the idea that it is okay to be 
homosexual. She believes the unnatural practice 
should be tolerated and its practitioners should have 
sympathy from the informed. She also thinks homo
sexuals need protection from the insensitive clods 
who might joke about homosexual behavior. Be
sides, the poor pervert must listen daily to normal 
people talk about their heterosexual relationships 
with sealed lips and guilt feelings. 

Neither Sheila Landers nor Brian McNaught is 
quoted on homosexual pedophiles. These grown 
people who crave abnormal sexual relations with 
children must also hear others in the workplace ex
press disgust over their behavior. Some of them may 
even consider suicide. Shall we therefore desensitize 
our dear children so they will not feel resentment for 
those who prey on them? The unspeakable filth that 
causes a disproportionate disease factor among ho
mosexuals is not mentioned in the workshop lesson 
taught by homosexual Brian McNaught. The Wall 
Street Journal says , "Despite protests from some cus
tomers riled by the right, AT&T is staunchly com~ 
mitted to the program." 

OThe Houston Chronicle (Nov. 12, 1995) carried 
a front page story about a homosexual Episcopal 
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priest, Glynn C. Harper, as saying "I could not claim 
who I was - a child of God - until I claimed myself 
as a homosexual." Harper, the article says, is celi
bate. "The issue so divides the [Episcopal] church 
that retired Iowa Bishop Walter C. Righter - ac
cused by fellow prelates of heresy because of his posi
tive outlook and action on ordaining gays as priests 
-goes on trial before a church tribunal in January in 
Chicago." Harper is associate rector of St. Peter's 
Episcopal Church in Pasadena, Texas. Most of the 
5 00 members of the congregation accept his homo
sexual orientation. He says, "People think I'm less 
judgmental because I have a perceived flaw." The ar
ticle also explains that "some get married to hide 
their homosexual identity." So, we have flawed [ho
mosexual] Episcopal priests hypocritically deceiving 
wives and congregants to hide the truth about their 
identity. No wonder they are disinclined to judge. 

On love and Marriage 
!91The October 1995 issue of Princeton Religion 

Research Center's bulletin, Emerging Trends, reports 
on teenagers who plan to marry. About 75 percent 
say it is too easy to get a divorce, and about the same 
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number say divorced people did not work hard 
enough to save their marriages. Still, around half of 
them say they are likely to be divorced some day. By 
the way, the report also says that a little over half the 
people of America, on average, attend a church or 
synagogue at least one time a week. The report does 
not mention that God hates divorce and that Chris
tians are told "forsake not the assembling of your
selves together." 

ACLU 
0 In a fund-raising letter the American Civil Lib

erties Union says "the extreme right" is attempting 
to make it possible for students to voluntarily pray 
during school hours and advocate putting the Ten 
Commandments and the Beatitudes on par with pa
gan Hindu and Chinese religious literature. Of 
course, the ACLU didn't put it exactly that way. In 
making a appeal for money from professing Chris
tians, they wrote, "With religious right leaders ... 
fanning the fires of destruction with extremist rheto
ric and radical right lawyers putting the torch to 
years of judicial precedent, the demands on the 
ACLU are overwhelming." 

Hooray! Hooray! 

Missing Children 
0 It is unacceptable and tragic for even one child 

(or adult) to be abducted. We need to know the dan
ger points and take steps to protect ourselves against 
criminals. Still, there is no reason to misrepresent 
the number of missing children. Tadd Wilson says 
that Statistical Assessment Service, an independent 
organization that examines research findings, re
ports that "19 percent of the 'lost' children misun
derstood parental instructions; another 12 percent 
forgot the time. In all, 73 percent of those lost were 
home within 24 hours. Among runaways, STATS re
ports, half returned home within two days, and 73 
percent of parents were aware of their child's loca
tion ... that 600 children annually are the victims of 
stranger abduction, not 4,600 as the Justice Depart
ment maintains." John Gill, director of Children's 
Rights of New York, says "some organizations are 
exaggerating the figures to make their cause seem 
more urgent." Ernie Allen, president of National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children, notes 
that "of the 800,000 cases of missing children occur
ring each year, 99 percent are resolved successfully 
by state and local police." 

Still, one is too many, and we do need to have 
healthy respect and reasonable caution for the dan-



ger of abduction to keep our dear ones safe. To blow 
it out of proportion to raise money is wrong. Parents 
do not need to be paralyzed by fear nor do children 
need to be paranoid. Be careful, but not hysterical. 

Slavery 
OSamuel Cotton authored six articles printed in 

the City Sun. "As you read this," Cotton began, "in 
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, Black Africans 
continue to be enslaved by their Arab Berber masters. 
... In the Islamic Republic of the Sudan ... Black 
women and children (mostly Christian) are being cap
tured in raids on their villages and sold as ... slaves." 

At the abolitionist Conference held at Columbia 
University in May, black nationalists made common 
cause with the American Anti-Slavery Group and M
rican exiles. Sudanese Bishop Macram Max Gassis 
told delegates Sudan's Islamic fundamentalist regime 
"encouraged slavery" and had declared holy war on 
non-Muslim Sudanese. 

The Nation of Islam, headed by Louis Farrakhan, 
is speaking out in defense of Sudan and the Muslim 
enslavers. So is the black weekly, the Amsterdam 
News. Chattel slavery in Sudan and Mauritania has 
been documented by academics and journalists, Hu
man Rights Watch, the United Nations, the U.S. State 
Department, and Anti-Slavery International. 

Cotton said he attempted for two years to get 
Jesse Jackson to make a statement against slavery. A 
Jackson staff person told Cotton "that Jackson 
wouldn't touch the issue because it seemed anti
Arab." Jackson wouldn't even give Cotton a state
ment. He "is busy with affirmative action," an aide 
explained, "Right now, slavery is not on his agenda." 

What accounts for the inertia? Black leaders 
"have ties and friendships in Islamic fundamentalist 
countries," explains Cotton, "and sources report 
that Arab money funds a number of pet projects of 
some Black politicians and religious leaders. Black 
leaders also fear alienating Louis Farrakhan." (Based 
on an article in National Review, Oct. 23, 1995.) 

Education? 
OThe National Education Association passed a 

resolution backing "Gay History Month" at its an
nual convention this summer and the proof is Sec
tion B-9 of the 1995-96 resolutions, which states, 
"The Association therefore supports the develop
ment of positive plans that ... tend to be but are not 
limited to ... support for the celebration of a lesbian 
and gay history month as a means of acknowledging 
the contributions of lesbians, gays, and bisexuals 

throughout history." 
Dr. Beverly LaHaye, president and founder of 

Concerned Women for America, the largest women's 
organization in the country, says the NEA is using "its 
power to promot~ an unhealthy lifestyle that repre
sents only 1% of Americans .... Our schools have no 
business celebrating homosexuality." The CWA may 
be contacted at 3701 CEnfant Promenade, S.W. Suite 
800, Washington, D.C. 20024, (202) 488-7000. 

Abortion 
OHuman Events (Oct. 6, 1995) raised the ques

tion, "Why Not Let Pro-Life Forces Televise Abor
tions? In the last congressional elections a pro-life 
candidate whose TV commercials including graphic 
scenes of abortions in progress was refused permis
sion to air them. An abortion foe who wanted to con
front candidate Clinton with an aborted fetus in a 
sidewalk encounter was summarily sent to jail. How 
often have you seen a photograph of an aborted fe
tus? Do you think they are all that rare? There are 
millions of abortions every year in America." 

William A. Rusher proposed televising nation
wide a third-trimester abortion, in which the fetus' 
skull was crushed and drained while still in the birth 
canal (to keep it from being murder). He also ob
served, "The pro-choice forces would oppose the 
whole idea tooth and claw. They are rightly afraid of 
letting the squeamish look at the physical evidence 
of their policy." 

'Taint Iunny, McGee 
OThe San Antonio Express-News reported: "Rev. 

William Hoover resigned after admitting he had mo
lested a twelve-year-old, but he retains the support 
of some parishioners. "He is very well-liked and 
very well-respected here," said Fern Bombadier, 
"and he has touched a great many people." 

0 The latest consumer protection legislation in 
the Netherlands, as reported by the London Times: 
"Government regulations require S&M prostitutes' 
clients to be bound and gagged in such a way that 
they can work themselves free in an emergency in a 
maximum of 3 0 seconds." 

OCareer preparation in the Old Dominion, as 
described by The Key Reporter: ''Ansrea Ballengee 
was dethroned from her position as Miss Virginia af
ter pageant officials discovered she had falsely 
claimed to be a member of Phi Beta Kappa and to 
have been graduated from High School with highest 
honors, and that she misrepresented her high school 
Most Outstanding Cheerleader award as Most 
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Outstanding Female Athlete." Ballengee intends to 
attend law school and eventually to run for Congress. 

OThe Associated Press reports that "a former 
Forest Service worker tried to escape punishment for 
stealing truckloads of government property, claiming 
that his eyesight was so bad he co.uld not see how 
much he had taken." 

Worth Jhinldng About 
OMarvin D. Hinten says if you attempt to talk 

with a dying man about sports or business or poli
tics, he is no longer interested. He now sees other 
things as more important. People who are dying rec
ognize what we often forget, that we are standing on 
the brink of another world. 

History Repeats 
II Toronto's Airport Vineyard Church has main

tained a neopentecostal type worship for over a year. 
Services are conducted each night and last four to 
five hours. Physical manifestations occurring in the 
"worship" services are the focal point of attention
holy laughter, shaking, animal noises, and falling 
down. It may be exciting and fun but it is not ac
cording to the Scriptures. Nothing of the kind is re
corded anywhere in God's Word. 

George Byron Koch, preacher of the Church of 
the Resurrection in West Chicago, says he observed 
"one minister standing behind a couple who wanted 
prayer for ~beir struggle with infertility. He held his 
hands abov~ their heads, palms downward, and be
gan pumping vigorously up and down, as if pushing 
something into them. Another minister stood in 
front of a man desiring prayer, resting his left hand 
on the man while scooping the air in a sideways mo
tion. Eventually, this man and others fell to the floor 
to "rest in the Spirit." 

Koch says there are eerie echoes of the common 
practices of Hindu gurus in all this. For example, 
Rajneesh, the infamous Indian, would touch his fol
lowers, who would then convulse in uncontrollable 
shaking and laughter, or simply pass out. DaFree 
John, an American guru, would sit with large crowds 
of his devotees and wave his hand toward groups of 
them, who would then collapse in ecstatic laughter. 

The West Chicago minister says there are others 
involved in the Toronto Blessing who believe they 
are able to transmit the Holy Spirit into other 
people. They think the Spirit is a power they can 
pump, scoop, and press into others. 

Whatever is happening in Toronto - or in 
Willowbrook, for that matter - has nothing to do 
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with the Holy Spirit, and should be rebuked. It is time 
for a serious restudy of what the Bible says about the 
person and work of the Holy Spirit. Nothing re
motely akin to what the Toronto people say hap
pened to them is recorded in the Scriptures, unless it 
be in connection with Baal worship. One man said, 
"As I stood to receive prayer, I was determined not to 
fall down as some did, wanted to worship Jesus and 
invite his presence in my own way. But then my legs 
completely melted, and I fell backwards to the carpet 
for several minutes. My mind was still alert, wonder
ing, until convulsions started in my stomach, and I 
began heaving sobs from the pit of my being." Where 
can you read anything like that in the Bible? 

Personal witnessing- unknown in first-century 
worship of the early church- is always connected 
with wild babble. Its advocates are all too eager to 
blame it on the Holy Spirit. 

Emotional upheavals, weeping and wailing, have 
also hit Campus Crusade, according to Bill Bright, 
the movement's founder. According to a report in 
the Optimist (Sept. 6, 1995), ACU's campus newspa
per, such unbridled emotionalism has also hit ACU 
during the Sunday evening come-and-go Lord's Sup
per at the University church building. FF 
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Directory Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-

- Mississippi -

Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Cl t C I Ch h f Ch 
. 

1454 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

earwa er - entra urc o rtst, 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Chrisr, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 795-6178. 

Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. v. Clary Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
344-6715 or R.C. Raymer 333-5274. N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866, 334-3757. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. -Nevada-

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10 30 6 d Boulder City- Boulder City Church of Christ, : a.m., p.m. We . 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Arizona-

Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Broking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

Hartley Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill Sr. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, (407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. - California -
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. ..... 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, V.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. 

central 
Cauaca oF CHRIST 
1320 South Church St, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
minister. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 
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- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10,11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Damon B. Lundy, minister. 
(803) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 

west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher; Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Joseph D. Meador, d!r~:'~r. of SWSBS. Donald Walker, prea~~e~ .•• 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith." 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. ..... 
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-~8!?· •• 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 

St., 16053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. • •••• 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, "r 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South-

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. ..... 
Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. • •••• 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

..... 
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(804) 851-3496 or 7~~-~~~3. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. 1h mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., Loran Gearhart (307) 634-3040 

Sheridan - Northsld•e • Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

-Firm Foundation Book Sale-
Save 20% off the listed price! 

Firm Foundation Lecture Books: 
•The Firm Foundation of God Standeth .... $14.00 •Joshua ...................................................... $14.00 
•Luke .......................................................... $15.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 1 ........................................ $14.00 
•John ............. ~ ............................................ $16.00 •Jeremiah, Vol. 2 ........................................ $20.00 

Other Books: 
•What the Bible Teaches (Vol. 2), Leslie G. Thomas ............................................... $5.00 
• The Nature of Things to Come, Stanley Sayers ..................................................... $3.50 
• That They May All Be One, Elbridge B. Linn ......................................................... $4.00 
•Is Baptism Essential to Salvation?, Jerry Moffitt ................................................... $3.50 
• The Man Who Has Faith, Winfred Clark and Wayne Dunnaway ............................ $4.00 
• The Way to Get What You Want, W. M. Davis ........................................................ $3.50 
•1 01 Sermon Outlines, Frank L. Cox ....................................................................... $4.50 
• According to Luke, Frank L. Cox ............................................................................ $3.50 
• Church Administration, Handbook for Leaders, Walter Adams .............................. $3.00 
• Functioning Leadership in the Church, Charles Moore ......................................... $3.00 
• He Lifted Me, (Class Studies) Mrs. Hallie Kellogg ................................................. $3.50 
• My Triumphant Life, Harvey Childress .................................................................... $2.50 

Please send no money. • We will bill you 20" off the listed price plus shipping and handling costs. 
• • • • • 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
The church in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full-time 
minister. Please send r~sum~ and tape (if possible) 
to Search Committee, P.O. Box 3824, Estes Park, 
co 80517. 

Minister wanted: Growing congregation in 
Hannibal, MO is searching for a vibrant, 
experienced minister with desire for our continued 
growth. Good mix of age groups to work with; 
average attendance of 82. We provide modern home 
w/utilities paid. Support negotiable. Send r~sum~ 
and videotape or cassette and picture. Contact jim 
Light at (314) 221-4121, Hannibal Church of 
Christ, 3104 Market St., Hannibal, MO 63401. 

The church in Osage Beach, Missouri, is sorely in 
need of a preacher to help us evangelize this area 
and do the preaching. But we must have a man 
with most of his support, for we are a new and 
small group. The beautiful Lake of the Ozarks is a 
wonderful and beautiful place to retire. Are you 
interested in such a place where you could help 
much in mission work? If any are interested in this 
needy place and work, you may write W.j. Stanley 
or phone (314) 346-3892 or write P.O. Box 832, 
Camdenton, MO 65020 

Congregation of approx. 150 members about 15 
miles south of Austin, TX needs a replacement for 
retiring preacher in Dec. '95-Mar. "96 time frame. 
Presently seeking a sound, energetic, evangelistic 
gospel preacher who will live and preach the pure 
Word of God in a dynamic, challenging, bold 
manner, speaking the truth in love. Please send 
r~sume with reference to the Elders, Church of 
Christ, 330 Live Oak Dr., Buda, TX 78610-9287 
or call Charlie DiPalma (512) 398-5211. 

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife teaching team. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting time, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 
tape, r~sum~, and family picture to Church of 
Christ, Box j, Del Norte, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Congregation of 100 members is looking for a 
preacher to live in local community. Partial support 
would be required. Send r~sume to Marshfield 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 458, Marshfield, MO 
65706 (417) 859-4369 or 859-6491. 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities and 
partial support. Send resum~ to Hardy Reeves, 1553 
Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360, (209) 862-2554. 

military or retired couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Contact Matt 
Morrison (915) 674-2638. 

Sound congregation looking for a conservative 
minister. Partial support would be needed. We can 
offer house, utilities, and $800.00 month. Send 
r~sume and tape to Westside Church of Christ, 
1625 N. 7th St., Arkansas City, KS 67005. (316) 
442-3100 or (316) 442-0854. 

The Church of Christ in Wallowa, OR seeking a 
minister; support furnished by congregation. 
Contact Wallowa Church of Christ, P.O. Box 24, 
Wallowa, OR 97885. Phone 1-800-350-7735. Ask 
for Bob Bennett, weekdays 6:30-9:00 p.m. or all 
day Saturday. 

Locust Bayou Church of Christ, a rural con
gregation of about 80-90 members, is looking for a 
middle-aged man for a full-time preacher. We have 
elders. Salary, house provided; utilities paid. This 
congregation is located 12 mi. E of Camden, AR. 
Call Roland Nichols (501) 574-2235 or Bob 
Mclendon (501) 574-0707. 

Full-time evangelist. Salary and benefits included. 
Attn: Elders, Erie Church of Christ, 2317 W. 
Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA 16506. Call (ch. bldg.). 
(814) 838-4866. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available. 67 years old, energetic, a 
motivator, personal worker, no hobbies. Preach 
only the truth. Have good success with all ages. 
Would like to locate within 300 mi. of Ft. Worth. 
Looking for small congregation that needs some 
help. Contact Edwin Carlisle, Rt. 1 Box 180, Chico, 
TX 76431. (817) 644-5210. 

Preacher, 58, married, wants to relocate in general 
area of N. TX or S. OK with congregation of 50-
100. Have been with church in Eunice, LA for 16 
years. BSE and MA from ACU in 1959 and 1964. 
For resume, references, and info., write jerry A. 
Price, 331 S. 4th, Eunice, LA 70535, or call 318-
546-0347. Need to be nearer aging parents. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 

Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains of Morgan Power Lectureship Books: The Major Prophets 
County seeks energetic preacher. Ideal for ex- (1995 lectureship). The Minor Prophets (1990). The 

Providence of God (1989). Order from POWER 
Publications, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. Each book 
$15.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. Multiple 
orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994}- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995}- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Tape Dubbers- VCR/cassette reproduction. Call 
for pricing, jack Tittle (919) 937-7358. 

Miscellaneous 
Mature preacher and wife planning to go to 
Northern Ireland to assist small church. Graduate 
of FHC and ACU. Selling car and furn. to raise 
money to go; trusting in brethren to help $15 to 
$20 monthly for 1 or 2 yrs. Church there cannot 
afford to pay. Please contact Charlie Summers, 
213 W. Barstow Ave., Fresno, CA 93704-2020. 
After Dec. 15, sent to Church of Christ, 74 
Earlswood RD., BT 43 DZ Belfast, Northern 
Ireland. Postage from US is 60¢. 

Student? 11oving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for your retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

Wanted: Resident attendants for adult residential 
facility scheduled to open in summer 1995. Indian 
Rock Village will serve 6 developmentally disabled 
individuals. Prefer physically fit mature couple. 
Must be Christians with attributes identified in 
Gal. 5:22-23. Beautiful home on S acres in Sierra 
Nevada foothills. Salary, room, board, some health 
benefits. Contact Dick or Veda Crow, 7781 Hwy 
193, Garden Valley, CA 95633. (916) 333-4075. 
References required. 

Planning retirement? Too little income? My 
answer-support yourself in the Lord's work where 
needed. Truly ground floor opportunity-unique 
electronic air purifiers-home, auto, commercial
inexpensive. Solve many breathing problems. 
Removes dust, smoke, bacteria, odors, gases, mold, 
dander, dust mite waste. Malee over $100,000 
annually with new luxury car bonus. Information
call Ken Franklin (retired gospel preacher), 1-800-
708-6237 or write 3903 Butternut Ct., Brandop 
FL 33511 
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~ Bach in print 

by popular demand 
SDN Theory of Music 
by Dean, Acuff, and Evridge 

Long used in the teaching of music in the church, singing schools, and classes. 
68 pages .......................... $2.50 

Tradition & History of the Early Churches of Christ 
in Central Europe 
by Grimm and Schug 

Traces the development of the church in Central Europe. 
44 pages .. .. ........... ......... .. $3.00 

Simplified Bible Lessons 
on the Old and New Testaments 
by G. H. P. Showalter and W. M. Davis 

For intermediate and advanced grades in Bible schools, special drills, prayer 
meetings, devotionals, Bible reading and other class work, or individual study of the 
Bible. Each lesson is a series of questions. The lessons are a complete study of 
the Bible beginning in Genesis and continuing through Revelation. By using one 
lesson per week, the entire Bible can be studied in two years. 
149 pages ...... ...... ...... ...... $4.00 

Suddenly It's Springtime 
by Vessa Harper 

Vita/lessons for young ladies approaching adulthood. 
130 pages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.50 

~ ,_r:' 
~ Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. ~ 
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Take Heed How You Hear 

I grew up in the "dark ages" when the radio pro
vided home entertainment. With sheet-cov
ered head I chilled to Intersanctum's creaking 

door. With beating heart I rode adventure trails with 
The Lone Ranger. With vivid imagination I knew 
each item that tumbled out of Fibber McGee's 
closet. Sometimes static swallowed the signal just 
when the Gangbusters were about to bust the gang, 
and life came crashing down. It made no difference 
whether the transmitter stopped transmitting or my 
little receiver stopped receiving; it took both to com
municate. 

Preaching is like that. Sometimes preachers don't 
transmit; sometimes hearers don't receive. J esus ad
dressed the hearer 's responsibility in the equation 
when he proclaimed, "Take heed how ye hear." He 
urged the hearer to examine the receiver for the 
static's cause before blaming the transmitter. 

Jesus' words are jarring not only because we at
tach limited importance to hearing, but also because 
we consider hearing to be morally neutral - no 
credit is given for listening; no blame attaches to 
turning a deaf ear. Whose concern is it if I give no 
thought to preparing my mind and heart for wor
ship? What difference does it make if I make no ef
fort to control and concentrate my mind when the 
Word is preached? Jesus made it his concern. 

Immediately prior to Jesus' startling assertion, in 
the parable of the sower he had explained that the 
soil's nature - more than either the quality or the 
sowing of the seed - determined the harvest. The 

soil's produce flowed from its preparation. Prepara
tion to receive the truth is the foundation of all im
provement. 

What preparation do we make to hear the Word? 
Can we expect to be edified by the proclamation of 
the Word if our hearts' soil is not ready for the sow
ing? What can we do to prepare our hearts for the 
worship of God through proclamation of his Word? 

1. Prepare to receive the message. A farmer pre
pares the soil; an athlete prepares his body; the pia
nist prepares her concerto. The worshiper, having 
neither prayed nor studied the Word all week, bolts 
out of breath into the building, plops onto the pew, 
and is amazed that the service seems "flat." Both 
body and mind must be prepared for worship; the 
body by adequate rest; the mind by prayer and study 
of the Word. 

2. Concentrate on the message and not the mes
senger. If the preacher, like Paul, lacks eloquence 
(1 Cor. 2: 1), does he preach the Word faithfully? If 
his lessons don't take "fresh" approaches, like Peter, 
can he not edify by reminding hearers of that which 
they already know (2 Pet. 3: 1-3)? 

3. Be grateful that the Word is preached. Are elo
quence and organization preferable to faithfulness to 
the Word? Paul was able to overlook even evil mo
tives for preaching as long as Christ was preached 
(Phil. 1:15-18). 

4. Glorify the Word. When Paul and Barnabas 
turned from the Jews who had judged themselves 
unworthy of eternal life to preach to the Gentiles, 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Canon 
By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

The big deal among liberals is the canon 
of the Bible. Much is being said about 
when the Bible assumed its present 

form- 39 books of the Old Testament and 
27 New Testament books for a total of 66 
books in the Bible. Scholars are looking at this 
afresh to decide if the Bible, as we know it, is 
what it ought to be. Is the Bible incomplete? Is 
the complete Bible necessary? 

Jesus did not give us a list of the 27 books of the New Testa
ment, and some imply from this that we cannot be sure the Bible 
is the final and full will of God. They suggest that some inspired 
books may have been left out of our Bibles; some books in our 
Bibles may not belong in the sacred volume. 

If what is being suggested by modern "scholars" is correct, we 
cannot depend on the Bible as authoritative and binding. Its com
position was slipshod and may or may not be the will of God. It 
may have holes and serious flaws. 

The new modernism, openly advocated by some in the church 
(see Carroll Osburn, The Peaceable Kingdom) claims that the Bible 
is a "pointer" to truth. It is a "witness" to the Word of God, not 
the very Word of God. Osburn, Shelly, Harris, Olbricht, and oth
ers advocating radical liberalism do not accept the verbal inspira
tion nor the literal truth of the Bible. Still, they do say the Bible is 
distinctive. They advocate "full" rather than "verbal" inspiration 
(The Peaceable Kingdom, p. 63). The idea of verbal inspiration is 
regarded by such liberals as hopelessly out-of-date and worthless. 
(We will have more on verbal inspiration in coming articles.) 

This thinking makes the Bible unnecessary and impotent. Why 
cite book, chapter, and verse, if the Bible is anemic? No need to be 
bound by precept, if the Bible is a pale reflection of the divine will. 

If the books of the Bible, officially accepted as God-breathed 
and, therefore, Holy Scriptures, are not the very words of God, 
we are in a vacuum. What makes the official list of books that be
long in the Old and New Testaments? How do we decide which 
books are inspired and which are not inspired? These are critical 
questions and every Bible student should be vitally interested in 
the answers. 

We will look first at the Old Testament. Why are the books of 
Ecclesisticus, Baruch, Maccabees, Tobit, Judith, Tobias, and Wis
dom excluded from the Old Testament? (We plan to have a special 
section on the books technically called pseudepigrapha in future 



articles.) Right now we are interested in why the 39 books of the 
Old Testament were accepted as inspired of God and worthy of a 
place in the Old Testament, and why other books were excluded. 

Some teachers in the school of radical-liberalism say that the 
writers of the Old Testament did not claim to be inspired, nor that 
their every word came from God. What is the test of inspiration 
for Old Testament books? If a book is inspired of God, it belongs 
in the Bible. The question of which books should be in the Bible is 
unquestionably tied to the question of inspiration. If inspired, the 
book belongs; if not inspired, the book does not belong. It is that 
simple. 

The proper test is not what a council of mere mortals may 
think, or a great synagogue may ~ay, but in whether God spoke it 
and man recorded it. That is the test. 

Moses claims to have written the first five books of the Bible. 
He was told to write in a book (Ex. 17:14; 34:27). Exodus 24:4 
says that Moses "wrote all the words of the Lord." When the Old 
Testament claims Mosaic authorship for the opening five books of 
the Bible, it is obvious that he did not record his own death. That 
event had to be written by the hand of another, but the balance is 
said to have been written by Moses. 

The authenticity of the writing of Moses was confirmed by a 
demonstration of divine might. The people were sanctified and as
sembled and God descended to the summit of Sinai with fire, the 
mountain turned black with smoke, it quaked greatly, the sound of 
the trumpet grew louder and louder, and the voice of God shook 
the earth (Ex. 19:17-19). A New Testament writer refers to this 
awesome event and says that it confirmed that the words of Moses 
were in fact the words of God (Heb. 12:18-21, 25-26). Themes
sage was confirmed .by miracle. It is significant that the "law of 
Moses" is also called "the law of the Lord" (2 Chron. 17:9; 23: 18). 

The law of Moses was authoritative because God spoke it 
through Moses. Ezra and Nehemiah say that God gave Moses the 
law (Ezra 7:6}. David tells us that God "made known his ways 
unto Moses" (Psa. 103:7}. Isaiah objects because the Jews "will 
not hear the law of the Lord" (lsa. 30:9}. Jeremiah says the writ
ten law was disdained (Jer. 8:8}. The list continues -Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Hosea, Amos, Zephaniah; Haggai, and Malachi make ref
erence to Moses law and/or writings. Ancient Israel believed 
Moses wrote the books of law as a spokesman for God. 

The books of Moses were not accepted by the Jews as the 
words of God because of their great age, or elegance of style and 
beauty of expression, or force of teaching, or superior morality, 
but because it came from God's great representative and was certi
fied by supernatural display. 

"Thus saith the Lord" appears many times in the books of the 
Old Testament. The work of a true prophet (there were many false 
prophets in the Old Testament as there are many false teachers to
day) is to speak all that God commands (Deut. 13: 18). Men of 
God have always claimed to speak only what God told them to 
say. Micaiah said, "As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto 
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me that will I speak" (1 Kings 22:14). True prophets 
speak as God directs when it is popular and when it 
is unpopular. "Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah 
had made an end of speaking all that the LORD had 
commanded him to speak unto all the people, that 
the priests and the prophets and all the people took 
him, saying, Thou shalt surely die" Oer. 26:8). The 
threats of corrupt priests and false prophets to Jere
miah is not an unusual response to divine revelation. 

The books of the Old Testament were accepted by 
Hebrew scholars because they could all be traced to a 
prophet of God. Notice the claim of prophet-written 
history: The acts of David were written in the books 
of the prophets Samuel, Nathan, and Gad (1 Chron. 
29:29). The history of Solomon was written by 
Nathan, Ahijah, and Iddo (2 Chron. 9:29). Jehu the 
prophet wrote of the life and works of Jehoshaphat (2 
Chron. 20:34). Hezekiah's acts were written by 
Isaiah (2 Chron. 32:32). "Now the rest of the acts of 
Josiah, and his goodness, according to that which was 
written in the law of the LORD, and his deeds, first 
and last, behold, they are written in the book of the 
kings of Israel and Judah" (2 Chron. 35 :26-27). The 
books of Chronicles record a chain of writing proph
ets. The so-called "lost books of the Old Testament" 
maybe the books of Kings and Chronicles. 

The list of books accepted as inspired of God 
grew as the prophets in succeeding ages added their 
divinely authorized and communicated words of the 
history of Israel to the words of the prophets who 
had come before them - all the way back to Moses. 
The Old Testament canon ceased with the book of 
Malachi when, as Josephus says, "The Holy Spirit 
ceased speaking through prophets in Israel." 

The acid test of whether a book belonged in the 
Old Testament was whether it came from a true 
prophet who spoke the words of God. The books of 
false prophets who did not speak a word from J eho
vah were excluded. That is why the apocrypha (14 
books of the Septuagint included in the Vulgate) are 
considered uncanonical and not part of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. (The word, apocrypha, by the way, 
means: "writings or statements of questionable au
thorship or authenticity.") 

The New Testament canon is, not surprisingly, 
decided - or should be decided - on the same basis 
as the books of the Old Testament. New Testament 
writers claim to record what God told them to say. 
What they wrote was confirmed by signs and 
miracles and mighty works. The church from the be
ginning accepted the books as God-breathed, au-
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thoritative, and binding. That is the story of New 
Testament canon "in a nutshell." 

While Jesus did not list the 27 books of the New 
Testament (they had not yet been written), he did tell 
us who would reveal and record those books U ohn 
16:13). Something written by an inspired man be
longs in an inspired book. 

Paul asserts that his words are authoritative be
cause they are inspired. Let doubters carefully read 
and contemplate the following words of the great 
apostle: 

Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am 
base among you, but being absent am bold to
ward you: But I beseech you, that I may not be 
bold when I am present with that confidence, 
wherewith I think to be bold against some, 
which think of us as if we walked according to 
the flesh. For though we walk in the flesh, we do 
not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ; and having in a readiness 
to revenge all disobedience, when your obedi
ence is fulfilled. Do ye look on things after the 
outward appearance? If any man trust to himself 
that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this 
again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we 
Christ's. For though I should boast somewhat 
more of our authority, which the Lord hath 
given us for edification, and not for your de
struction, I should not be ashamed: That I may 
not seem as if I would terrify you by letters. For 
his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; 
but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech 
contemptible. Let such an one think this, that, 
such as we are in word by letters when we are 
absent, such will we be also in deed when we are 
present. For we dare not make ourselves of the 
number, or compare ourselves with some that 
commend themselves: but they measuring them
selves by themselves, and comparing themselves 
among themselves, are not wise. But we will not 
boast of things without our measure, but accord
ing to the measure of the rule which God hath 
distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto 
you (2 Cor. 10:1-13). 

Paul speaks with authority. He condemns those 
who oppose him. He is not behind the chiefest 
apostle because, as the Corinthians knew, the signs 
of an apostle were done by him in miraculous 
power. He wrote as an apostle. He claims authority 
as an apostle. He wrote the "commandments of the 
Lord" (1 Cor 14:37). 



Another key passage is: 

But God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit: f~r the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep thmgs of God. For what man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him? even so the things of God knoweth no 
man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have re
ceived, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit 
which is of God; that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God. Which things 
also we speak, not in the words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiri
tual (words) (1 Cor. 2:10-13). 

Paul claims that a person must reveal his own 
thoughts to another, and says that the thoughts of 
God cannot be discovered by human reason, but are 
matters of revelation. A more emphatic claim of ver
bal inspiration could not be made than is made by the 
apostle Paul in this statement. The mark of a spiritual 
man was to accept the words of Paul as divine (1 Cor. 
14:37). Paul commends the Thessalonians for accept
ing his words not as the words of man but as the 
words of God, which, he says, they truly are (1 Thess. 
2:13 ). Paul spoke "by the word of the Lord" (1 Thess. 
4: 15). Peter puts the words of the apostles on the 
same level as the words of holy prophets (2 Pet. 3 :2). 
Peter speaks of the words of Paul as comparable to 
"other scriptures" (2 Pet. 3:16). 

The words of the apostles, and those empowered 
by the Holy Spirit through the apostles, were con
firmed by mighty acts of God, just as the law of 
Moses was confirmed by a shaking earth, rending 
rocks, trumpet sound, and the voice of God. 

Therefore we ought to give the more ear
nest heed to the things which we have heard, 
lest at any time we should let them slip. For if 
the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and ev
ery transgression and disobedience received a 
just recompense of reward; How shall we es
cape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at 
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 
God also bearing them witness, both with signs 
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? 
(Heb. 2:1-4). 

And these signs shall follow them that be
lieve; In my name shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up 
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover. So then after the 
Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up 
into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 
And they went forth, and preached every where, 

the Lord working with them, and confirming 
the word with signs following. Amen (Mark 
16:17-20). 

Skeptics and unbelievers may scoff but the 
world will be called to account one day. When Jesus 
comes again and his powerful voice calls from the 
dead both the good and bad, judgment will be on the 
basis of the revealed, confirmed Word. 

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that 
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last day. 

The canon of the Bible is decided by who spoke 
and the supernatural confirmation of his words, and 
by nothing else. It is not decided by a gathering of 
weak and fallible mortals as they assemble in their 
meaningless synods to vainly attempt to determine 
what God has long ago revealed and ratified. 

We must give the more earnest heed to the things 
that were heard and that were confirmed by signs 
from God. All else is arrogant, narcissistic, and 
pointless. Let scholars take notice and answer, if 
they can. 
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Take Heed How You Hear 
(continued from page 1) 

the Gentiles rejoiced and glorified the Word of the 
Lord (Acts 13 :48). Could it be otherwise? It is the 
Word of life Uohn 6:68) from the Word of Life 
(1 John 1:1). It is able to build us up and to give us 
an inheritance among all them that are sanctified 
(Acts 20:32). It is the power of God unto salvation 
(Rom. 1:16). Does it lose its power because the 
preacher is not an Apollos (Acts 18:24)? 

If a messenger brought us news that we were to 
receive unimagined wealth, would we reject it be
cause he was not eloquent? Because he was not orga
nized? Because his grammar was poor? Would a 
starving person refuse bread because it was made 
from wheat grown in a field with crooked rows? Can 
we not see the surpassing greatness of the power of 
God in spite of the earthen vessels (2 Cor. 4:7)? 

10880 Memorial Dr. 
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Decisive BaHies 
By Shan Jackson 

l nd there was no day like that before it or after 
it, that the Lord hearkened unto the voice of 
a man; for the Lord fought for Israel" 

(Joshua 10:14). 
Upon Gibeon's battlefield, the conquest of 

Canaan turned. There were other conflicts, before 
and after, but this one was pivotal. 

We all have times like that. Every human life has 
its sharp and severe struggles that cast the future of 
that life. 

What allurements could be stronger than those 
Potiphar's wanton wife brought to the youthful Jo
seph? That was the decisive battle of his life. Defeat 
would have assured swift destruction. He said, 
"How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God?, He won! 

The world offers dangerous enemies. By "world" 
we refer to the selfish spirit and nature of earthlings 
that care nothing for God or eternity. It is the arro
gance that recognizes no Bible but the checkbook, 
no heaven but physical excess, and no law but one of 
personal design. These capable opponents will not 
stop until the end. 

What shall we do? Paul said it this way: 

Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For 
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand (Eph. 6:11-13). 

Simple rules for conflict are: 1) Never change 
your relation with the truth though the enemy ap
pears powerful. 2) Never allow a doubtful or ques
tionable principal· to go without proof. 3) Never 
abandon the high ground of biblical truth for the 
lowlands of expediency. 4) Get all moral armor from 
the right source. 5) Whether wounded by foes or de
serted by friends, never surrender. 

The one battle that precedes all others is the 
battle of faith. This is the most momentous of all 
struggles. Evangelistic faith, on the one hand, and 
unbelief on the other. By "unbelief" we refer to a 
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heart's rejection of the saving power of Jesus Christ. 
Here lies the core of all of life's battles. The issue, 
simply stated, is: Shall Christ have possession of my 
soul? That is the conflict. 

My friend, make Christ the Lord of your salva
tion. You can then echo the words .at the Gibeon vic
tory: "There was no day like that before it or after it." 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: But lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal: For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. The light of the body is the eye: if there
fore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be 
full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the 
light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that 
darkness! No man can serve two masters: for ei
ther he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon (Matt. 
6:19-24). 

For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved 
this present world, and is departed unto Thessa
lonica (2 Tim. 4: 10). 

Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in 
the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Fa
ther, but is of the world. And the world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever (1 John 2:15-17). 

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? 
where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For 
after that in the wisdom of God the world by 
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that be
lieve. For the Jews require a sign, and the 
Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Be
cause the foolishness of God is wiser than men; 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men 
(1 Cor 1 :20-25). P. 0. Bo% 904 
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A President's Veto 
By John T. lewis 

Today (Nov. 1, 1995) Congress is to vote on a 
bill that would make a certain type of abor
tion illegal. Known as the "Partial Abortion 

Bill," this piece of legislation is expected to pass 
both the House and the Senate with ease. 

A "Partial Birth Abortion" is performed on sec
ond or third trimester babies where the doctor deliv
ers most of the babies with instruments of death. 
With all parts of the baby delivered except the head, 
the infant's life is shamefully terminated. It is killed. 
As long as a portion of the baby's body remains 
within the mother, it is not yet born. Thus, this pro
cedure is said to be ethical because "life does not be
gin until birth," they say. 

Does this sound sickening to you? We would 
think that even the most extreme "pro-choice" 
people would understand that they are destroying a 
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human being, Life begins at conception; but should 
it not be overly obvious to all that they have de
stroyed a precious little child whose arms, legs and 
body are in full view as the Mad Scientist takes the 
innocent life? 

Yes, we would think that all could see the hid
eousness of this pitiful crime. However, one man has 
not seen it. We call him, "The President." He has, 
according to news sources, threatened to veto this 
"Bill" when it reaches his desk. This, friends, is what 
the Bible calls "past feeling" (Eph. 4: 19). He and 
those who would vote to continue practicing this 
lawlessness are well described with the words of Paul 
as "having their own conscience seared with a hot 
iron" (1 Tim. 4 :2) . 

God says that he hates "hands that shed innocent 
blood" (Prov. 6: 17). Can you think of anything more 
innocent then a helpless little baby? All murderers 
will have their part in the lake which burns with fire 
and brimstone (Rev. 21 : 8). A mother's womb prior 
to 1973 was the safest place a child could be. Now it 
is the most dangerous as more than 1,000,000 will 
be slaughtered, butchered, and burned in the year to 
come. Pray for the children! Pray for our leaders! 
Pray for our country that it may turn itself to God! 
"Righteousness exalteth a nation : but sin is a re
proach to any people" (Prov. 14:34). 
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Quarantine the 11Changers'' 
to Save Our Children 

By E. Claude Gardner 

I n this century the church has had to cope with 
several splinter movements. In the teens there 
was Bollism which blossomed into the struggle 

with premillennialism in the '30s. Then came 
Ketchersideism, which was extremely radical, but 
later swung to the very liberal view. Another heart
ache was the battle over support of orphan homes 
and church cooperation. For decades the church was 
thwarted by Sommerism, and there is still a residue 
in some quarters. 

For the last 30 or 40 years, there has existed a 
strong undercurrent of liberalism. This is now a force 
which the church in the mainstream must face. It pro
motes fundamental changes in teaching and practice. 
Some of the most visible and articulate among us are 
in this scholarly and well-financed group. 

"Changers" is an umbrella term to cover various 
and sundry ideas novel to the New Testament. Not 
everyone in the camp of the radical changers agrees 
totally, but there is agreement with the general thrust 
toward a liberal slant. 

To identify the proponents and fellow travelers 
- preachers, teachers, church leaders, or members 
-what are some of the teachings flowing from their 
mouth or pew? 
• Open fellowship with other religious bodies, espe

cially the evangelicals; 
• Acceptance of the independent Christian Church; 
• Promoter of unity forums with the Christian 

Church; 
• Instrumental music is not sinful and is a non-issue; 
• Grace is a constant topic; 
• Exalting Christ but downplaying the church; 
• Gashing the church and finding little good about it 

and in contrast being complimentary of other reli
gious groups; 

• Exhibiting cynicism; 
• Teaching that the church is a denomination and 

one part of the denominational framework; 
• Worship is to be changed to be more emotional in 

the Pentecostal denominational style; 
• Teaching obedience and commandments is legal

ism; 

8 Feb~ 1996 
Firm Foundation 

• Women should have a leading role in the church; 
• Elders have no authority in a congregation; 
• Advocacy of the Holy Spirit empowering us in sen

sational ways apart from the Word of God; 
• After ignoring "doctrine" there may be major 

stress on social issues; 
• Salvation is by faith and baptism is not essential for 

the forgiveness of sins; 
• The church is not the kingdom and we should pray 

for the kingdom to come; 
• Pattern theology is an abomination; 
• Tradition is bashed and change is touted; 
• The church needs to be restructured; 
• The restoration of New Testament Christianity is 

irrelevant and impossible; 
• Restoration of the church is not finished; 
• Using deductions based on Scripture cannot estab-

lish truth; 
• Silence of the Scriptures is not prohibitive; 
• Greatly enamored by radical youth workshops; 
• And as did Paul, I would add "and such like." 

When any person or a congregation espouses 
these beliefs or practices or some of them, it is evi
dence that the changers are there. When this hap
pens, many heartaches and divisions will come. 

The changers should be quarantined at once. 
This must be done to save our children, for the 
peace of the brethren, and for unity in the brother
hood. Radical change advocates will divide the 
brotherhood by the espousal of liberal theology. 

We are at the stage where we should start the 
quarantine. 

Advocates of this radical splinter group make the 
charge of polarization when objections are raised to 
their "changes." 

As a disclaimer: those who hold to New Testa
ment Christianity do not believe matters of opinion 
should be tests of fellowship. The issue is in chang
ing and rejecting the basics of Bible teaching and 
substantive matters. 

372 Mill St. 
Henderson. 1N 38340 

Fp 



lOthAunual 
Shenandoah Lectureship 

-Great Lessons from Bible Characters-

-February 18-19, 1998-

Friday, February 18 
9:00 a.m ...................•....••..••...•...... Peter .........•......•.....••..•......•..•.........•.....••......•....•• Carl McCann 

1 0:00 a.m ..••....•...•........................•.. Stephen ....................•......•....•..••......................... Dave Rogers 
11 :00 a.m ........................................ Joshua and Caleb ......................................... Richard Massey 
1 :30 p.m .•••..•••••••••••••..•.....•....•....... Moses ... ...•. .•.............. .•..... .... .......•.. ..••.....•.....•••.••••.... Bill Burk 
2:30 p.m .•.....•...•...•••..•................... Gideon ................................................................. Toney Smith 
3:30 p.m •••...•....•...•........................ Jonah .............•...•.........................................•• Terry Hightower 
7:00 p.m •.•.•••...••..•••..••....•.....•........ Salaam ...............................•....•..•.•.•.•••...•.....•••.•••.....• Jim Laws 
8:00 p.m ........................................ Nadab, Abihu, and Phinehas ................................ Dave Miller 

Saturday, February 1 '1 
9:00 a.m ..•••..•....•••..............•.......... Abraham ..........•.........................................•....•.• Eddie Parrish 

10:00 a.m •••••.••....•.........•...•••........... Paul ..•.............................................................. Gary Summers 
11 :00 a.m ........................................ Jezebel ............................................................... Jeff Sweeten 
1 :30 p.m .•••...•........•....................... Samuel .................•.•.•..•...•..•...•....•...••••.....•.....•.... Bob Sweeten 
2:30 p.m ........................................ Adam and Eve .........................................•••..• Charlie DIPalma 
3:30p.m .•...................................... Noah ..................•...............•................................... Tom Bright 
7:00 p.m ............•••..•.•..••...•.•.•........ Amos ...................................................••....•....••.... Jerry Moffitt 
8:00 p.m .........•...•••.••••..•.............•.. Joseph .............................•.......•.....•.....•................•... Ken Hope 

Sunday, February 18 
9:30 a.m .•...•.•••..••••..•.•...•....•.......... Jeremiah .......•.....•..•.......................•.....•...••.... Johnny Ramsey 

1 0:30 a.m ........................................ Jesus Christ Our Lord .•.....................•....••..... Johnny Ramsey 
1 :30 p.m ••..•••...•.......................•...•. Josiah ........ .... ...... ....... .•. .•.. .•. . ...... ..... ...... ..... ....... Dub McClish 
2:30 p.m .....•.................................. Judas ........................•...........................•...•........... John Moore 
3:30 p.m ........................................ Hymenaeus and Alexander ........................... Richard Melson 
7:00 p.m ...............•........................ Cornelius ...........................•......•....•......•.....•.•..•.•. David Brown 
8:00 p.m ........................................ Demas, Mark, and Luke ................................... Darrell Conley 

Monday, February 18 
9:00 a.m ........................................ Ezra and Nehemiah ................................. Robert Stephenson 

1 0:00 a.m .•.•...•••••••.••...••.........•....•.•• Ruth •....••..•.....•.•...•.........•..••......•••....•..........••. Kenneth Ratcliff 
11 :00 a.m ........................................ Melchizedec ................................................................ Joe Cox 
1 :30 p.m •...........•••..•...................•.. Esther ...........................•...•...................•.•....•.........•. Bill Towry 
2:30 p.m ...............•................•.•..... John the lmmerser .................................... Joseph D. Meador 
3:30 p.m .••..•.................••............... Philip ..................•.............•.......•..•...................•.. Dan Flournoy 
7:00 p.m ••..............•......................• Diotrephes ....................•...................•..............•.... Gary Colley 
8:00 p.m .......••...•........................... Nathan ..............•....................................•............... Mike Vestal 

-Don Walker, Director-
• • • • • 

Shenandoah Church of Christ 
11026 Wurzbach Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78230-2590 
(21 0) 696-5532 
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A Successful Church 
By Dan Goddard 

Asuccessful church is often characterized as 
one growing in numbers, wealth, and influ
ence. If it has a luxurious building, a big at

tendance, a smooth preacher, and a great budget, 
then it is considered successful. If, however, a church 
struggles through financial hardships, has few in at
tendance, no regular minister, and has to meet in a 
rented hall, then it is branded a failure by some. 

Are such things as money, property, and influ
ence true standards of success? If so, then take a look 
at your religious neighbors. The Unitarians and 
Christian Scientists - denominations that do not be
lieve in the blood of Christ - often surpass us when 
it comes to these matters. They have more money 
and more social influence than we do. The Method
ists and Baptists often have more elaborate buildings 
than we have, and usually their membership is 
larger. But are they successful? 

We should realize that a group may have all the 
human machinery possible and its share of the 
world's riches and influence and still be a dismal fail
ure in God's sight. It is just as easy for us to be proud 
and vain about buildings, education, and money as it 
is for our neighbors. We move toward both failure 
and apostasy when we strive to compete with others 
in either real estate or crowds. 

Of course, it is not sinful for a congregation to 
be prosperous and have a nice building. We would 
that all the world was converted to Jesus. We know, 
however, by the parable of the sower and its proph
ecy this will never happen. It is more likely that 
those who cleave to the Lord with purpose of heart 
will be few in number. Many are called but few are 
chosen. The large crowds go in at a gate called 
"wide" and walk in the way called "broad., 

The church at Sardis had a good reputation: '~d 
unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These 
things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and 
the seven Stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a 
name that thou livest, and art dead" (Rev. 3:1). Many 
churches in our day that think they are so important 
may be dead, in the Lord's view of things. A big bud
get, fine crowds, and a pretentious building do not 
necessarily imply spiritual prosperity. 
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A few questions might help in determining true 
success: 

1. Is each member of the church a soul winner? 
2. Is each member a Bible student? 
3. Are the elders feeding the church? 
4. Is it fervent in its worship or is there a care

less, lukewarm attitude? 
5. Does brotherly love abound or is it divided 

into diques? 
6. Does its money go to the poor, orphans and 

widows, and to laborers who preach in hard places? 
God says, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice 

like a trumpet, and show my people their transgres
sions and the house of Jacob their sins" (lsa. 58:1). 
Will the people of God obey that command? Few if 
any of them will dare raise their voices against such 
secret orders as Freemasonry, the tobacco habit, 
modern ballroom dance, immodest dress, and de
nominationalism. 

What is success? Let the standard, for either the 
individual or a congregation, be "not he that 
commendeth himself is approved, but whom the 
Lord commendeth" (2 Cor. 10: 18). 

1400 Troy Rd. 
Collinsville. 1L 62234 
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Missionary Page -Rod Rutherford, editor 

Truth for the World 
and Seed Sowing Merge 

By Jim Dearman 

Truth for the World and Seed Sowing have an
nounced a merger of the two media mission 
works. Truth for the World's overseeing con

gregation, the Olive Branch Church of Christ in Ol
ive Branch, Miss., will continue to oversee the dra
matically expanded effort, which will retain the 
name Truth for the World. Seed Sowing has been over
seen by the East Ridge church in Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Paul Kidwell Sr., long-time speaker and founder of 
Seed Sowing, will share the speaking duties on the 
English radio and television programs with Jim Dear
man, the current speaker on the Truth for the World 
English broadcasts. 

Truth for the World is currently aired on 30 televi
sion stations including a powerful facility in Russia. 
The radio programs are aired over 51 stations; the 
English broadcast now covers the globe in shortwave. 
Broadcasts are also produced in French and Mandarin 
Chinese. Truth for the World includes a massive litera
ture work and extensive campaign follow up, making 
it a total approach to world evangelism. 

Other full-time staff members include Ed 
Crookshank, coordinator of campaigns and printing, 
John Grubb, coordinator of Mandarin Chinese, Rod 
Rutherford, coordinator of the literature work, and 
Jim Tittle, coordinator of radio and television pro
duction. Two other staff members, Roy J. Hearn and 
Dave Amos, answer Bible questions from viewers, 
listeners, and readers. Truth for the World also em
ploys four secretaries, including one in Russia. 

The Seed Sowing television program is seen on 
about 1,000 stations through two satellite networks. 

$indled aambe-v aPaUabtel 
1994 

Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 

• - $25 plus shipping

• &~ tatayl 
1-800-5 72-3619 

These programs reach all 50 states, 
Southern Canada, and Central 
America. The radio programs are 
aired currently on nine stations. 

The merger of the Seed Sowing 
and Truth for the World ministries 
will have a major impact upon me
dia evangelism among the churches 
of Christ. This unique "total ap- Rod Rutherford 

proach" through broadcasts, literature, and cam
paigns will now be more effective in taking precious 
souls throughout the world "from hearing to 
h , 

eaven. Truth for the World 
P. 0. Box 751135 

Memphis, IN 38175-1135 

Nearly 20 years in existence .. . and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 

4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 

Phone 895-8437 
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Let It Out 
By Bill Lockwood 

It is run-of-the-mill advice that we ought to vent 
our feelings, frustrations, and angers by ver
bally expressing them. Considering it to be 

healthy for the soul, people are often heard to say 
that upon growing irritable, relief comes by "letting 
it out" - which means "taking it out" on some un
suspecting soul. I have never been comfortable with 
this recommended word to the wise, in spite of 
the fact that it has the endorsement of not only some 
licensed psychotherapists, but seemingly every 
Manny, Moe, and Jack. 

For one thing, such counsel does not come from 
our Lord or his inspired book. We never get the pic
ture from him that he subscribed to the view that 
upon frustrations and bitter disappointments, he 
would have his followers take time out to blow a 
little steam. Secondly, upon all occasions of extreme 
pressures we find him prayerfully laying it before the 
throne of the Almighty. During one such episode his 
sweat became as drops of blood. 

I remember reading a volume on the topic of 
"Psychoheresy" by Martin and Deidre Bobgan in 
which the excellent point was made that to suppose 
a calmer disposition arises from blasting a few folks 
with penned-up inner turmoil is to liken the human 
machine to a steam engine which builds pressure un
til physically released. The analogy is wrong, for we 
are not steam engines blowing gaskets. This is not to 
say, of course, that we cannot be physically affected 
by emotional considerations. It is to say that it is no 
remedy in just "letting someone have it" as if physi
cal pressure merely needs the escape valve of your 
mouth. 

Consider, what the wise, inspired writer had to 
offer on the subject. "A soft answer turneth away 
wrath: but grievous words stir up anger" (Prov. 
15: 1). "He that is slow to wrath is of great under
standing" (14:29), and "he that is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty and he that ruleth his spirit 
than he that taketh a city" (16:32). Once more, "The 
wrath of a king is as messengers of death: but a wise 
man will pacify it" (16:14). 

Walter Porter, in King Solomon,s Advice reminds 

12 ~fr':!u;~nd!~!: 

us that the best defense against wrath, "once 
aroused, is to calm it down" (p. 172) for "a hot-head 
is always doing wrong" (29:22 NEB). We are also 
commanded in the New Testament to avoid "harbor
ing anger" (p. 174); "Be ye angry and sin not; let not 
the sun go down upon your wrath" (Eph. 4:26). 

I should think that a regular dosage of this medi
cine will cure our habit of discharging every dis
gusted feeling we may hold. Not a few Christians 
need to take note of their personal practices in this 
regard, and innumerable congregations might be 
spared the pain of dissension if members would 
learn to overlook the faults, insults, and affronts 
which others occasionally give them. "The discre
tion of a man maketh him slow to anger; and it 
is his glory to pass over a transgression" (Prov. 
19:11). 

As Porter puts it, "Wise men also understand the 
basic nature of people, and it is a mark of distinction 
for them to overlook an offense" (p. 173 ). Brethren, 
overlook personal offenses that necessarily come in 
any relationship involving a variety of personalities 
and never allow yourself to harbor ill-feelings to
ward others by brooding upon injury. 

P.O. Box454 
Marshall, TX 75670 

Memphis School 
of Preaching 

A 
• Two-year program 
• Fifty-four courses 
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The 22nd Annual Lectureship 
East Tennessee School of Preaching 

-Genesis-
March 3-6, 1996 

6608 Beaver Ridge Road • Knoxville, Tennessee 37931 
Sunday, March 3 

10:00 a.m ...................................... An Introduction to Genesis .................................................................................. Edwin Jones 
11 :00 a.m ...................................... The Creation ................................................................................................... Don McWhorter 
1 :30 p.m ...................................... The Corruption ........................................................................................................... Bill Nicks 
7:00 p.m ...................................... Congregational singing ..................................................................................... Wiley A. Baker 
7:30 p.m ...................................... "By Faith Joseph" (Youth) ....................................................................................... Dick Weber 

Monday, March 4 
8:00 a.m ...................................... The Catastrophe ................................................................................................... Trevor Major 
8:40 a.m ...................................... The Generations of Adam and Noah and Shem and Esau ............................ Arthur Pigman 
9:30 a.m ...................................... Does God Excuse Lying? .......................................................................................... Alan Cole 

..................................... Class: The Importance of Covenants In Genesis ............................................... Edwin Jones 
10:30 a.m ...................................... -we Are Brethren" ........................................................................................... Don McWhorter 

..................................... Ladles: Eve ........................................................................................................... Lois Duncan 
11 :20 a.m ...................................... The Importance of Priesthood ..................................................................... William Woodson 
1 :15 p.m ...................................... The God of the Fourth Generation ................................................................... Bobby Duncan 
2:20 p.m ...................................... The Sins of Sodom ................................................................................................. B. J. Clarke 
3:15p.m ...................................... The Selling of the Birthright ........................................................................... Lynwood Mathis 
7:00 p.m ...................................... Congregational singing ............................................................................................. Jim Steele 
7:30 p.m ...................................... God Put Noah In the Ark ........................................................................................ Paul Hayes 
7:45 p.m ...................................... "By Faith Enoch" ............................................................................................ James Meadows 

Tuesday, March 5 
8:00 a.m ...................................... The Catastrophe ................................................................................................... Trevor Major 
8:40 a.m ...................................... The Stealing of the Blessing .................................................................................. Kent Bailey 
9:30 a.m ...................................... Does God Excuse Polygamy? .............................................................................. Ken Forrest 

..................................... Class: The Importance of Covenants In Genesis ............................................... Edwin Jones 
10:30 a.m ...................................... Twelve Tribes and a Daughter ................................................................. Robert A. Taylor Jr • 

..................................... Ladies: SaraVSarah .......................................................................................... Irene C. Taylor 
11:20 a.m ...................................... Jacob's Dealings with Laban and Esau ................................................................ Don Murrell 
1 :15 p.m ...................................... "Purify Yourselves" ................................................................................................... Ron White 
2:20 p.m ...................................... The Levirate Marriage .......................................................................................... Curtis Cates 
3:15p.m ...................................... They Sold Their Brother ................................................................................... Charles Brown 
7:00 p.m ...................................... Congregational singing .......................................................................................... Ken Forrest 
7:30 p.m ...................................... God Put Abraham in Canaan .............................................................................. Matthew Parr 
7:45 p.m ...................................... "By Faith Noah" ................................................................................................ James Watkins 

Wednesday, March 6 
8:00 a.m ...................................... The Catastrophe ................................................................................................... Trevor Major 
8:40 a.m ...................................... • Jehovah Was with Joseph" ......................................................................... James E. Rogers 
9:30 a.m ...................................... Does God Excuse Divination? .............................................................................. Tony Reese 

..................................... Class: The Importance of Covenants in Genesis ............................................... Edwin Jones 
10:30 a.m ...................................... The Fulfillment of Dreams ............................................................................... Rod Rutherford 

..................................... Ladies: Mrs. Lot ......................................................................................... Brenda Rutherford 
11 :20 a.m ...................................... "God Sent Me" .................................................................................................... Lonnie Smith 
1:15 p.m ...................................... Moving Jacob to Egypt ................................................................................. Charles Cochran 
2:20 p.m ...................................... Adopting and Blessing .......................................................................................... Tim Forllnes 
3:15p.m ...................................... A Promise for the Future .................................................................................. Floyd Dethrow 
7:00 p.m ...................................... Congregational singing ........................................................................................... David Meek 
7:30 p.m ...................................... God Put Joseph on the Throne ............................................................................. Eric Bonner 
7:45 p.m ...................................... "By Faith Abraham" ........................................................................................... . 

James E. Rogers, Lectureship Director • (423) 691-7411 

The 19961ectureship book, "Genesis," will sell for $5.00. The 1990, '91, '94, and '95 books are also still available. 
Call for prices. 
Name, _______________________________________________ __ No. of copies. _____ _ 

Address, _____________________________ _ Total enclosed, ____ _ 

City ___________________________ State. ___ Zip. ____ _ 

Mail to East Tennessee School of Preaching • 6608 Beaver Ridge Road • Knoxville, Tennessee 37931 
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(Editor,s comment: Brother Munden is a gospel preacher who also teaches in the public school. He is 
knowledgeable in the Bible and therefore accepts Bible explanation of original creation.) 

Big Bang Theory 
By Gus Munden 

The second thing which we made refer
ence to in the third paragraph of this 
article was to not add anything to what 

is said in the Genesis account. This has been an 
equally common problem in people's misunder
standing of the Genesis record. The Bible has 
not given a method of creation that God used to 
bring things into existence. Some have felt that a 
theory like the Big Bang is a threat to Genesis 
when, in reality, all it does is give a way that 
what the Bible describes as 'the heaved up 
things' (shamayim in Hebrew translated 
'heaven' in most translations) could have come 
to be. Well-educated atheists hate the Big Bang 
theory because they know it assumes creation. 
What exploded is not addressed by this theory 
ijohn Clayton, Does God Exist?, Nov.-Dec. 
1995, pp 11-12). 

The Big Bang theory is inconsistent, misleading, 
dangerous and untrue to God's divine record of his 
creation! John Clayton says that educated atheists 
hate the Big Bang theory because they know it as
sumes creation. 

John says that something exploded. Where in 
the world does he get that idea? If John would ex
plain the Big Bang as a theory of unbelievers, all 
would be well, but John teaches it as a fact! 

Unbelievers are comfortable with the Big Bang 
theory of origins because it is an alternative to be
lieving in God's method of creation. Carl Sagan, a 
noted atheist, accepts the Big Bang explanation of 
the origin of the universe and seems comfortable 
with it, but he does not accept creation. 

Brother Clayton says, "The Bible has not given a 
method of creation that God used to bring things 
into existence." 

The Bible says, "In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth" (Gen. 1:1). But John holds 
to the view that none of us knows how the worlds 
were made because we weren't there. That's right
we weren't there, but God tells us how he created 
things. "By the Word of the Lord were the heavens 
made: and all the host of them by the breath of his 
mouth ... For he spake, and it was done, he com
manded, and it stood fast" (Psa. 33:6, 9). 

14 ~rt:n"fiund!~!~ 

God created the heavens and the earth by his 
Word. He spoke it into existence! That's the how. 
"Through faith we understand that the worlds, were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things which 
are seen were not made of things which do appear" 
(Heb. 11:3). There it is; we know how the worlds 
were brought into being. The Bible tells us. 

What's so difficult in believing in God's method 
of creation? John says God had no method of cre
ation. God's power, exercised through his Word, 
created the earth. "Ah Lord God! behold, thou hast 
made the heavens and the earth by thy great power 
and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard 
for thee" Uer. 32:17). God's power, his arm, his 
Word did the creating, not an explosion! 

We could stop here and walk away praising God 
for his marvelous, wonderful, powerful Word of 
creation, but please read the following: Jer
emiah 32:17; 10:11-12; 27:5; Genesis 2:3-4; Psalm 
115:15-16; 121:2; 124:8; 134:3; 136:5-6; 146:6; 
148:5; Isaiah 40:26; 37:16; Revelation 10:6. 

John Clayton began his article with this sen
tence, "If God created the earth and if he described 
what he did in Genesis, why does the [scientific] evi
dence not fit the Genesis account?" 

The fact is: it does! 
John ends his article with this sentence, "Why 

not be silent where the Bible is silent and refuse to 
allow denominational tradition and human religious 
theories to create conflict with the scientific evi
dence?" 

If John would do what he recommends, there 
would be no problem. In the first sentence above, 
John states a great fact - but he contradicts it 
when he gives us his Big Bang theory! John is not 
silent where the Bible is silent; he goes beyond the 
Word of God in teaching the Big Bang theory of cre
ation. 

The Big Bang theory did not originate with God, 
but with men. I know many unbelievers who accept 
the Big Bang theory of creation. You can believe in 
the Big Bang theory without believing in God, but 



you can't believe in God's method without believing 
in his divine record of creation! 

"Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the 
earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: 
when I call unto them, they stand up together" (lsa. 
48:13). 

"If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the 
ability which God giveth: that God in all things 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be 

praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen"(1 Pet. 
4:11). 

The Bible never speaks of an explosion known as 
the Big Bang theory nor any other theory, but it does 
speak of God's powerful, infallible divine Word spo
ken by Jehovah himself in the creating of the 
heavens and earth and all things! 

Out of nothing came everything. God simply 
spoke things into existence. P.o. Box 696 

Gentry, AR 72734 
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Law and Liberty 
Frank Chesser 

The desire for liberty is universal. The Declara
tion of Independence acknowledges liberty as 
an "unalienable" right, divinely bestowed 

upon all humanity. Ironically, freedom is not free. 
America's freedom was purchased by the blood of 
countless thousands. The supreme price for liberty 
was paid by Jesus himself. Sin finds its remedy in the 
blood of Christ, and the shackles of spiritual slavery 
vanish in the presence of the cross. "If the Son there
fore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed" 
Oohn 8:36). 

There is an unalterable affinity between law and 
liberty. Freedom disappears in the absence of law. A 
community without laws to govern and restrain hu
man behavior would result in utter chaos. Every man 
would be his own law; the strong would prey upon 
the weak; and the knife would reign supreme in this 
lawless jungle of humanity. 

Absolute freedom is a contradiction of terms. 
Eluding the power of one restraint only places one in 
the grasp of another. Having escaped the law of 
gravity, the astronaut finds his activities and freedom 
of movement more limited than ever. Drug addicts, 
drunkards, murderers, and thieves have negated per
sonal freedom and bound themselves with chains by 
their refusal to honor God's laws relative to human 
conduct. 

Law promotes liberty. James described God's 
law for man today as the "perfect law of liberty" and 
pronounced blessings upon those who continued 
therein Games 1:25). Freedom cannot exist nor 
thrive except in the presenc·e of law, submission 
thereto, and enforcement thereof. Sin is a violation 

of God's law (1 John 3:4). Thus, sin nullifies liberty 
and results in slavery. "Whoever committeth sin is 
the servant of sin" ijohn 8:34). 

Law regulates liberty. Law informs liberty of its 
bounds and its sphere of operation. Every liberty 
man has is accompanied by a divine law or principle 
to control its employment. Even the liberty to do 
things right within themselves is governed by divine 
precept (1 Cor. 8). The all-grace-no-law theory en
courages sin and thus, abrogates liberty, the very 
thing that it is intended to promote. The reality of 
liberty is dependent upon the presence of divine law, 
man's respect for it, and submission to it out of love 
for him who gave it. 

3 9 Andress St. 
jacksonville, FL 32208 

Come study the Bible with us/ 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,600-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Emanu~B.Daugheriy 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P. 0. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041-0785 

(304) 845-8001 
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The Church, the Beautiful Bride 
of Christ 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I. Introduction. 
A. In his parable of the marriage supper, Jesus teaches some things about the church. 

1. "And Jesus answered and spake again in parables unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is lik
ened unto a certain king, who made a marriage feast for his son, and sent forth his servants to call 
them that were bidden to the marriage feast: and they would not come. Again he sent forth other 
servants, saying, Tell them that are bidden, Behold, I have made ready my dinner; my oxen and my 
fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come to the marriage feast. But they made light of it, 
and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his merchandise; and the rest laid hold on his 
servants, and treated them shamefully, and killed them. But the king was wroth; and he sent his 
armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then saith he to his servants, The 
wedding is ready, but they that were bidden were not worthy. Go ye therefore unto the partings of 
the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage feast. And those servants went out 
into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the 
wedding was filled with guests. But when the king came in to behold the guests, he saw there a 
man who had not on a wedding-garment: and he saith unto him, Friend, how earnest thou in 
hither not having a wedding-garment? And he was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, 
Bind him h.and and foot, and cast him out into the outer darkness; there shall be the weeping and 
the gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few chosen" (Matt. 22:1-14). 

2. The kingdom of heaven is the church of Christ (Matt. 16:18-19). 
B. Parable of the marriage supper is near the end of the life of Jesus on earth. 

1. As his life drew to its close, he spoke often of the Jewish rejection of him, and of the consequent 
destruction of Jerusalem. 

2. Jewish leaders reacted with resentment (Matt. 21:45-46). 
a. Jesus was not afraid and did not apologize, but repeated the teaching. 
b. His courage and boldness show his prophetic role. 
c. We dare not be intimidated by the world and cease to teach truth. 

II. Features of the parable. 
A. The call to attend the marriage supper. 

1. Old Testament prophets. 
2. John the baptizer. 
3. Jesus and his disciples. 
4. Jesus and John commanded repentance, and declared the kingdom was at hand. 

B. Refusal to accept the invitation. 
1. The invited guests (the Jews) made light of the invitation. 

a. They were busy with farm and shop. 
b. Men often put off duty to God because they are too busy. 

2. The messengers were killed. 
3. The king sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
4. The parable anticipates the destruction of Jerusalem. 

C. Others invited to the marriage supper. 
1. The invitation is to all who will come. 

a. The gospel is a "whosoever will" invitation to heaven. 
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b. Every creature in all the world is invited (Mark 16:15). 
c. Acceptance requires obedience (Mark 16:16). 
d. Grace of salvation is for all who will obey (Titus 2: 11-12). 

2. Anyone may accept the invitation by obedience to God's commands. 
D. Time of preparation and waiting. 

1. The church on earth is the betrothed but not the bride of the Lamb. 
2. The marriage will take place when Jesus comes again. 
3. The church must be unspotted from the world. 

a. "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself up for it; 
that he might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing of water with the word, that he 
might present the church to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. 5 :25-27). 

b. The church must not dirty her good name and the reputation of her groom. 
c. The church is glorious and unblemished. 

4. No blemish in doctrine. 
a. Apostles were to keep the church free from error (Gal. 1:6-9}. 
b. Responsibility of maintaining sound doctrine passed to others (1lim. 1:3; 4:6; litus 2:1). 
c. These in turn passed the responsibility to still others (2 lim. 2:2; Jude 1:3). 
d. The gospel must be guarded, defended, and protected, or it will be mutilated, perverted, and al

tered (Heb. 2:1-3). 
e. The church - the saved - is the pillar and ground of the truth (1 lim. 3: 15}. 

5. No blemish in behavior (Gal. 5:19-26). 
E. The bridegroom comes. 

1. Those without a wedding garment will be cast out. 
2. "Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let us give the glory unto him: for the marriage of the 

Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And it was given UJltO her that she should ar
ray herself in fine linen, bright and pure: for the fine linen is the righteous acts ·of the saints" (Rev. 
19:7-8}. 

3. When the betrothed becomes this wife, her glory shall never fade nor pass away. 
4. "And behold, I come quickly. Blessed is he that keepeth the words of the prophecy of this book" 

(Rev. 22: 7). 

Have you read these books? 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

• Sermons That Save by Robert R. Taylor Jr. .............•••..••.••..•.•........•••..••••....•....•.....•.•.•....• $7.95 

• Among the Scholars by David Hester ..........................•...........•.....•..................•.........•..•.. $6.95 

• Creation Compromises by Bert Thompson ................................................................... $1 0.95 

• Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals by William Woodson and J. E. Choate ••..... $18.95 

• The Eternal Kingdom by F. W. Mattox ........................•......•............................•............... $11.00 
• Change Agents and Churches of Christ by William Woodson ...•.........................•......... $6.95 

Tbese are excellent books to add to your own library. 
Tbey make wonderful gifts. 

Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. 
Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 

February 1996 17 
Fmn Foundation 



Promise Keepers vs. the Lord's Church 
By Dan Flournoy 

P romise Keepers is an inter-denominational 
men's movement begun by Bill McCartney, 
former head football coach at the University 

of Colorado. It is reported that he, along with Dave 
Wardell, organized this movement as a means of mo
tivating men to be better husbands and fathers. 

Large rallies are being held across the country at
tracting an average of 50 thousand men. A few of our 
brethren have begun to promote PK, perhaps without 
considering what is involved. Please give careful con
sideration to some salient facts. 

First, speakers at these PK meetings are all from 
various denominations (Raise the Standard, PK bro
chure for 1995, p. 16). Therefore, the meetings are 
denominational in nature, and the teachers are false 
teachers. They teach salvation by faith only, the im
possibility of falling from grace, the millennia! reign 
of Christ, and that the church is nonessential. In ad
dition to their annual 13 meetings, PK conducts spe
cial "Clergy Conferences for Men." Regarding this, 
their brochure states: 

Promise Keepers believe this special Clergy Con
ference for Men ... may serve as a catalyst for a 
supernatural move of God's Spirit across our 
land. This gathering will offer men in pastoral 
ministry a unique occasion to gather in a focused, 
corporate environment to pursue biblical unity in 
the body of Christ. This conference will also ad
dress issues specific to men. It is our fervent 
prayer at Promise Keepers that you will join your 
brothers for this powerful time of worship, fel
lowship and prayer. Together we will surrender 
to His will and seek His strategy for toppling the 
walls dividing the Church (Fan into Flame, 1996 
PK Clergy Conference brochure, p. 4). 

Promise Keepers is unbiblical regarding the na
ture and organization of the Lord's church. PK 
teaches a "pastor system" of church organization 
which is contrary to the New Testament pattern of a 
plurality of elders overseeing a local congregation (1 
Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-12). The truth regarding how 
to be saved and the nature of the church is not 
preached by PK. 

The only biblical "strategy for toppling the walls 
dividing the Church" is to give up denominational 
names, creeds, titles, false doctrines and take the 
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Bible as the only rule of faith and practice. 
Second, PK has a creed entitled "Seven Promises 

of Promise Keepers" (Raise the Standard, PK bro
chure, 1995, p. 16). It is a Calvinistic creed teaching 
one cannot be obedient to the Word of God except 
by the power of the Holy Spirit exerted separate 
from the gospel. 

PK teaches the false doctrine of "unity in diver
sity," (that is, we all agree not to take any doctrinal 
stand on anything). Those who join PK must disre
gard plain Bible teaching about fellowship with 
those who do not preach or practice the truth (2 
John 9-11). 

Third, PK is in direct opposition to the Lord's 
church. It seeks to supplant the church for which 
Jesus died. When one obeys the gospel, he is added 
to the church, the body of Christ (Acts 2:47; Col. 
1:13). Christians owe their allegiance to Christ as 
the head of the body and to the church for which he 
died. PK seeks to draw away disciples into a sepa
rate organization guided by the doctrines of men. 

Fourth, those who attend PK meetings sing, 
stomp, and clap to the beat of instrumental music 
(Lora B. Postelwait, Christian Chronicle, Aug. 1995, 
pp. 14-15). Such behavior violates Jesus' instruction 
to worship in spirit and in truth ijohn 4:24). 

Peter pointed out that false teachers often use 
religion for personal gain: "And in covetousness 
shall they with feigned words make merchandise of 
you" (2 Peter 2:1-3). Each man attending a PK 
meeting is charged $55. There are 13 rallies each 
year with an average of 50,000 men at each rally. 
This comes to a $35,750,000! Add the sale of PK 
caps, lapel pens, T-shirts, tapes, videos, and books 
("Men of Action," PK Newsletter, April 1995, p. 
12). The PK Clergy Conference requires a $95 reg
istration fee. PK is big business! 

Promoters of PK argue that this denominational 
men's movement "is fulfilling one of the most 
needed missions in America today. It is waking up 
husbands and fathers to their moral and ethical re
sponsibilities within the home" (Howard Norton, 
Christian Chronicle, Sept. 1995, p. 18).- As if the 
church could not do this. If the church, teaching the 



inspired Word of God cannot make us perfect in the 
sight of the Lord, then the church is a big mistake (1 
Tim. 3:15; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Fifth, it is argued that PK is a wake-up call from 
God. Another writer put it this way, "I believe God 
has raised up Promise Keepers as an act of ·love and 
mercy for our beleaguered nation" (Tom Bost, Chris
tian Chronicle, Oct. 1995, p. 2). Another PK pro
moter, Michael O'Donnell, associate professor at 
Abilene Christian University, and executive director 
of the Southwest Center for Fathering said: 

I think this is God's agenda. Go back to Malachi 
4 :5-6. It is a prophesy saying that we will turn 
the hearts of fathers to their children and chil
dren to their fathers. If that does not occur, God 
says he will strike the land with a curse. We need 
to ask the question: 'Is our land cursed?' I think 
the answer is yes (Michael O'Donnell, Christian 
Chronicle, Aug. 1995, p. 14). 

O'Donnell misrepresents Malachi 4:5-6. It is not 
a prophesy that "we" will turn the hearts of fathers 
to their children and children to their fathers. Rather 
it is a prophecy regarding the coming of John the 
baptizer (figuratively referred to as Elijah). Part of 
his work of preparing the way for the Messiah 

Brown 
,.rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box i10667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

would be to turn the hearts of fathers to their chil
dren and children to their fathers (Luke 1: 17). The 
misapplication of Scripture to justify fellowship with 
error is a trademark of apostasy. 

The idea that God is behind the PK movement 
accuses God of endorsing false teachers. This is like 
saying that God has raised up the Pope to speak out 
on the abortion evil. 

Chuck Swindall, president of Dallas Theological 
Seminary and a PK speaker, teaches the direct opera
tion of the Holy Spirit and Dispensational Millen
nialism, as well as other false doctrines. He teaches 
that the church is non-essential and that the Lord's 
kingdom has been postponed until some future time. 

Greg Laurie, a PK speaker, preaches salvation by 
faith alone and teaches people to say "the sinners 
prayer" to be saved: 

Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the 
cross and rose again. Receive, through prayer, 
Jesus Christ into your heart and life. Pray some
thing like this from the sincerity of your heart: I 
believe You died for my sins and then rose from 
the grave. Right now, I turn from my sins and 
open the door of my heart and life. I receive You 
as my personal Lord and Savior. Thank You for 
saving me. Amen. Then tell a believing friend 
and a pastor about your commitment (Greg Lau
rie, New Believer's Growth Book, Riverside, 
California: Harvest Ministries, 1985, p. 8). 

Imagine the apostle John publishing this in the 
church bulletin at Ephesus: 

Attention Men! The Gnostics are holding a giant 
rally on "How to Keep Your Promises" next week 
in the great stadium in Ephesus. Here is what 
you need to do: First, pray that the Spirit of God 
would powerfully reveal jesus Christ to every 
man who.comes to the stadium that day. Second, 
invite and travel with not only your friends and 
family but with men from different ethnic and 
denominational heritages. (Ask some of your 
friends from the circumcision party to come 
along). Let us together seize the privilege that 
God is extending to us, that He might transform 
us in a way that ignites revival in this land" 
(Taken directly from the PK brochure with a few 
obvious changes). 

John's attitude toward false teachers is: 
Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the 
teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that 
abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the 
Father and the Son. If any one cometh unto you, 
and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not 
into your house, and give him no greeting: for 
he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil 
works (2 John 9-11). 

PK and those in the church who support it 
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believe in a direct operation of the Holy Spirit. They 
believe that PK "may serve as a catalyst for a super
natural move of God's Spirit across our land." They 
believe that "this is God's agenda" and that "God 
has raised up Promise Keepers." 

No one opposes men becoming better fathers 
and husbands. However, it is not necessary for 
Christians to join with denominational error to 
achieve the end of promoting fatherhood. 

There a difference between reading a denomina
tional commentary and actively participating in and 
endorsing a denominational worship service. One 
preacher and editor said in defense of PK: 

Our religious libraries in Christian universities 
and preacher training schools would be woefully 
short of good materials if the only books on the 
shelves were those written by our scholars. 
What preacher would deny having been blessed 
by the religious writings of men like Barnes, 
Clarke, Hastings, Lenski, Barclay, Dobson, 
Colson, Stott, Bruce, or Henry? We readily 
agree that some of their writings were wrong, 
but so much of what they wrote was right that 
we must not neglect their insights (Howard 
Norton, Christian Chronicle, Oct. 1995, p. 20). 

One should know the difference between read
ing a commentary written by. a false teacher and pro
moting a denominational meeting where false teach
ers present their heresy to the unsuspecting, and en
gaging in sinful worship. Does brother Howard re
ally think that consulting a commentary equates to 
singing religious songs to the sound of the piano, 
guitars, drums, and flutes. If he does, he should 
never read from another commentary written by a 
false teacher, or he should cease his opposition to 
the use of mechanical instruments of music in wor
ship and praise of God. He set this dilemma for him
self. 

It is argued by brothers who endorse PK that the 
real problem is with "us" not "them." We in the 
churches of Christ have a problem because we have 
not sufficiently equipped our people to distinguish 
"bones from fish." 

20 

The very purpose of the Christian ministry is to 
equip God's people to thrive and survive in a 
real world that is saturated with imperfect con
cepts and ideologies. Elders and preachers can
not begin to know all the false teachings and in
fluences suffered by their members on a daily 
basis. The leaders' task is to provide spiritual 
education so that when no elder or preacher is 
around, church members will know how to 
separate the fish from the bones (Howard 
Norton, Christian Chronicle, Oct. 1995). 
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The problem is not whether brethren can distin
guish between fish and bones, between truth and er
ror. Some can; some cannot. The problem lies with 
brethren who insist on bringing denominational er
ror into the church of our Lord. It lies with those 
who uphold false teachers and promote their causes. 

For years our brethren have conducted seminars, 
lectureships, and workshops on marriage, the family, 
and the roles of men and women in the church. 
Preachers and elders have conducted men's leader
ship classes, and volumes have been written regard
ing the need for male spiritual leadership. To suggest 
that the church has done nothing in the area of male 
leadership is wrong. 

Promise Keepers is an inter-denominational or
ganization promoting denominational doctrines in 
the name of helping men keep their commitments. 
Those who promote PK in the name of tolerance are 
promoting damnable heresies. 

Remember Jesus' warning: "Beware of false 
prophets who come to you in .sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly are ravening wolves" (Matt. 7: 15). 

1202 N. Beltline Rd. 
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(Editor,s comm_ent: Donnie Barnes sent the following article with a note, saying, ~~E. Claude Gardner sug
gested I send thts news release to you for publication. It is our hope this announcement will encourage others to 
work toward. re~toring fellows~ip in the .Lord., The Firm Foundation concurs wholeheartedly, but cautions 
that fellowshtp ts the result of nght teachtng and must not be the result of compromise. "If we walk in the light 
... we have fellowship, (1 John 1: 7). 

Fellowship Restored 
By Donnie S. Barnes 

There is rejoicing in Myrtle Beach, S.C. "Re
joice with them that do rejoice." It is good 
and pleasant for brethren to dwell together in 

unity (Psa. 133:1). 
On Thursday, Oct. 26, 1995, fellowship was re

stored between the Myrtle Beach Church of Christ 
and the Grand Strand Church of Christ. The matters 
that separated the two congregations have been 
scripturally resolved. A new chapter in the history of 
the Lord's church along the South Carolina coast is 
ready to be written. The two groups will remain 
separate congregations. They are eleven miles apart 
geographically, but are one heart and teaching. 

The Myrtle Beach congregation meets at 38th 

A~t~ttute .£eefUJtrMkipt 
-Sepfe~tthett-

The Firm Foundation Lectureship 
East Ridge Church of Christ 

501 McBrien Rd. • Chattanooga, TN 37412 

-IKa~tek-
west Coast Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Church of Christ 
525 S. Bayshore Blvd. • San Mateo, CA 94402 

-Ap•tie-
southeastern Pennsylvania 

Firm Foundation Lectureship 
Coventry Hills Church of Christ 

1339 S. Hanover St. • Pottstown, PA 19464 

-Ju.tte-
western Ohio Valley 

Firm Foundation Lectureship 
Northridge Church of Christ 

2211 Needmore Rd. • Dayton, OH 45414 

-Au.gu.ol-
Michtgan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Sylvan Lake Church of Christ 
1900 Inverness • Sylvan Lake, Michigan 48320 

Avenue North at 17 By-pass in Myrtle Beach, S. C. 
and is served by Donnie S. Barnes. The Grand 
Strand congregation will continue to meet in its new 
building at 2212 Glenns Bay Road in Surfside Beach, 
S.C. and is served by Tom Gilliam. 

The prayers of many in both congregations have 
been for a restoration of fellowship. Now that it )las 
come, we rejoice and give our Heavenly Father the 
praise, "For God is not the author of confusion but 
of peace, as in all churches of the saints" (1 Cor. 
14:33). The brethren in these two congregations 
plan to stand strong, truthful, faithful, and together 
in the cause of Christ. We are set for the defense of 
the gospel. "Love the brotherhood." 

Books 
to aid your studies 

-save _20% off the listed price-

• My Wonderful Salvation 
by Harvey Childress ........................ $2.50 

• Church-Sponsored Missions 
by Phillip W. Elkins .......................... $3.00 

• Sanctification and the Christian 
by Jeanette Kee ..•............................ $4.00 

• The Witnesses Jehovah 
by Dewey Fogerson ......................... $4.00 

• The Ten Commandments, Yesterday 
and Today by Burton Coffman ......... $4.50 

• Putting the Pearls in Place 
by Bill Stewart .................................. $4.00 

Please send no money. 
We will bill you the sale price plus shipping. 

Order from 
Firm Foundation 
1-800-572-3619 
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Prayerful Wisdom from a Prudent Elder 
By Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

I n a northern city where I was scheduled to preach 
on a Sunday morning a number of years ago 
there was an elder in the Lord's church who also 

was a very successful attorney. He was widely known 
in his profession. He led the prayer just before my ser
mon. I remember one specific sentiment that he ut
tered, but I remember it as though he had just prayed 
it while writing and typing this article. The petition 
was, "Lord, help us not to tamper with thy Word." 

He frequently dealt with wills in his profession. 
He knew the "wills" of men are to be respected and 
the provisions carried out to the letter of their every 
mandate; said wills were not to be tampered with to 
any degree. 

Even more importantly, he was courageously 
aware of the fact that the last will and testament of 
Jesus Is not to be tampered with by the hands of men 
and lips of church leaders. I was included in that 
prayer. He did not want me to tamper with God's 
Word in the presentation of it; he did not want his 
local preacher to tamper with it; he did not ever in
tend for the eldership of which he was a part to 
tamper with that Word; he did not want the congre
gation to tamper with the New Testament. 

Had you heard him pray this prayer, would you 
not have remembered this petition also across the 
years? Every reader of the Firm Foundation would 
answer yes. 

Surely this petition is part and parcel of the 
prayers and practices of everyone of us. 

Some Pradlcal Applications 
Without exception every creed maker or manual 
manufacturer has tampered with God's Word by ad
dition, subtraction, alteration, substitution, or modi
fication. Those with anti sentiments have tampered 
with the generic of the gospel; those with liberal ten
dencies have tampered with the specifics of the gos
pel. 

The former binds where God has not bound; the 
latter looses where God has bound. The former group 
would destroy the work of the church; the latter 
group would destroy the church itself. 

Advocates of the new hermeneutic have tampered 
with the Word of God. The bottom line of this new 
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movement is a rej_ection of pattern authority, a nullifi
cation of the authority that inheres in God's invio
lable Word. The change agents among churches of 
Christ are notorious in tampering with the Word of 
the Lord. To them culture is more important than the 
Christ. Pleasing the unchurched is more important 
than pleasing the Lord. Making sure we keep the baby 
boomers and baby busters is more important than 
making sure we respect the will and wish of The 
Timeless Trinity. Making sure that we are not offen
sive to our denominational acquaintances takes pre
cedence over a strong desire never to offend Deity. 

They tamper with the doctrine of the Godhead, 
the authority of the Bible, the basics of the gospel, and 
the noble nature of the Lord's church. The church is 
his and not theirs. 

With few exceptions those who have put out new 
Bibles have tampered with God's Word. They have 
done so by additions (Amplified, Easy-To-Read); they 
have done so by subtractions such as The Reader's 
Digest, which axed about 40 percent of the words of 
the Bible; they have done so by inserting modernism 
(RSV, NRSV), denominationalism (TEV, NEB, Niv, 
LBP), premillennialism (nearly all the modern ones), 
Catholicism (NEB), irreverence (LBP), mechanical 
music in worship (Niv, Amplified, Beck's) and a host 
of other unauthorized teachings. 

Scriptural Reminders 
In Psalm 119 we read, "For ever, 0 Lord, thy word 
is settled in heaven .... Princes have persecuted me 
without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of thy 
word." David said in Psalm 138:2, "[F]or thou hast 
magnified thy word above thy name." In John 10:35 
Jesus declared that "the scripture cannot be broken." 
In 1 Corinthians 4:6 (ASV) Paul warns us not to go 
beyond the things which are written. In Deuterono
my 4:2; 12:32; Proverbs 30:6; Jeremiah 26:2; and 
Revelation 22:18-19 we are solemnly warned lest we 
add to or diminish from the Word of the Lord. 

Conclusloa 
"Lord, may we never tamper with thy Word." 

P.O. Bo%464 
Ripley, 1N 38063 
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West Coast 
nrm Fouadation Lectttres 

-March 13-17, 1996-

11BOW' Beautifal Beaven Must Be'' 

Weclaesclay, Marcil 13 
7:00 p.m ...••...•....••.•..•..... 1 Want to Go to Heaven ..•.........•................................................ Greg Weston 
8:00 p.m ..•....••.•.•••.......... There Is a God in Heaven ......................................................... Tommy Hicks 

ftanday, March 14 
1 0:00 a.m ...••.•..•...••.......... Man's Everlasting Home ........................................................... Tommy Hicks 
11 :00 a.m ..............•.......... My Father's House ...................................................................... Dub McClish 

2:00p.m ......................... My Name Is Written in Heaven ................................................... Randy Mabe 
3:00p.m ......................... Heaven Wherein Dwelleth Righteous ............................................... Gil Yoder 

7:00 p.m ......................... Our Eternal Inheritance .................................................................. Tom Bright 
8:00 p.m ......................... Our Citizenship Is in Heaven .......................................• H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

l'ltclay, Maa-cb 15 
1 0:00 a.m ••..•••...•...••......... At Home with the Lord ...........................................•..................•.. Joe Gilmore 
11 :00 a.m ......................... Great Is My Reward in Heaven .............................................. Gary Anderson 

2:00 p.m .....•....••.........•... Who Is Going to Heaven? .............................................................. Tom Bright 
3:00p.m ..........•............... A Prepared Place for a Prepared People .................................. Jack Stewart 

7:00 p.m ......................... Heaven Is the Work of God's Hands ..................................•....••. Dub McClish 
8:00 p.m ....•.......•...•.....•.. Thy Word Is Settled in Heaven ..................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Satarclay, Maa-cb 16 
10:00 a.m ...................•..... Our Hope Laid Up in Heaven ................................................ Allen Robertson 
11 :00 a.m ..............•.....•.... The Former Things Are Passed Away ....................................... David Brown 

2:00 p.m .........•............... Heaven Holds All to Me ......................•.........••........................•......•. Guss Eoff 
3:00p.m .•....................... The Precious Things of Heaven ................................................ Ira Y. Rice Jr. 

7:00 p.m .......••................ Heavenly Recognition ................................................................. Curtis Cates 
8:00 p.m ......................... Heaven: Where Death Is Swallowed Up in Victory ................. Eddie Whitten 

Saa.day, March 12' 
10:00 a.m ..••..............•...... What If I Fail to Reach Heaven? .............................................. Eddie Whitten 
11 :00 a.m ......................... Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It All ..... ..... ...... ............ ....... .... ..... David Brown 

2:00p.m .............•........... Heaven: Where the Spirits of Just Men Are Made Perfect ........ Eldon Lewis 
3:00p.m ......................... Heaven: Our Eternal Habitation ....................................................... Tom West 

6:00 p.m •........................ Bearing the Image of the Heavenly ............................................ Curtis Cates 
7:00p.m .........•............... Our Heavenly Inheritance ..................................................... Michael Hatcher 

Noah A. Hackworth, Director 

Cbu .. cb of Christ 
525 S. Bayshore Boulevard 

San Mateo, California 94402 
(415) 343-4997 
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Over 110 years of the 

Firm Foundation 
is soon to be available on CD-ROM. 

New enhanced features have been added: 
• Search the text for words or phrases 

• Search for Scripture references 

• Search through one issue or multiple issues 

• Print a sentence or an entire article 

• Copy and paste text into your own document 

• Available for • WindowsTM • MacintoshTM • DOS 

Prepublication price- $375.00 
After this special offer the price will be $525.00 

Special monthly payment plans are available to help you purchase your copy 
for the low prepublication price. 

To reserve your copy of this valuable study tool call 

Eddie Whitten • 1-800-572-3619 

or mail a check for $375.00 to 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 210876 • Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 

(Money-back guarantee) 

Macintosh Is a licensed trademark or Apple Computer Inc. Windows Ia a trademark or Microsort Corporation. 
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Potpourri ... 
0 ur many friends keep on plugging the paper 

and encouraging the writers. The number 
of subscribers goes up every month. Much 

obliged to all of you who have gone out of your way 
to assure increased readership and therefore in
creased influence for the Firm Foundation. Folks 
keep on saying things like: "It is a pleasure to write 
to you and let you know how much we enjoy read
ing the Firm Foundation;, and "I cannot find 
enough words to express to you how much I love 
and enjoy the Firm Foundation;" and "am sending a 
subscription for the following person;" and "I wish 
to compliment you on restoring the quality of the ar
ticles in the Firm Foundation.,, There's much, much 
more, but that gives you taste of the favorable com
ments that come in every month. 

Catholics Convert to Christ 
0 Darrell Conley debated two Catholic men in 

San Antonio. The Catholic debaters affirmed the 
Catholic Church, of which they are members, is the 
one and only true church of Christ. Brother Conley 
proved from the Scriptures that the church of Christ, 

Florida School 
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1807 South Florida Avenue 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 
(813) 683-4043 

f Strong Bible Emphasis 
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f 100 Semester Hours 
f No Tuition 
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f Approved for V.A. Benefits 
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jackie M. Stearsman, Director 

Training Preachers Since 1969 

of which he is a member, is the one and only true 
church of Christ. The debate is on video tape. 
Conley's victory (really a victory for truth) is clear. 
He reports that recently two people, Benny a·nd 
Mary Esther Castillo, formerly members of the 
Catholic Church, obeyed the gospel. They heard the 
debate and then studied with brother Conley for a 
few weeks and then were baptized as an expression 
of their faith and to wash away their sins. Who says 
debates don't do any good? 

Obituaries 
OHubert Lowry writes to let us know that his fa

ther and mother passed away this year. Eugene 
Lowry was a faithful gospel preacher for 58 years 
and his wife, Elma Mae, stood by him and helped to 
absorb the responsibility, disappointments and victo
ries during all that time. Brother Lowry was a 
learned, self-taught man. He preached in Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Washington. He raised 
five children. These two servants of the Lord are re
membered for their teaching of the good doctrine, 
hospitality, and pleasant personalities. 

OWe are also advised that Lillie Belle Merritt 
Crozier, one of eight children of Edwin and Kathy 
Moore of Bluff City, Ark., is now comforted in the 
bosom of Abraham. Her children and their spouses 
rise up to call her blessed. Her descendants serve as 
missionaries, preachers, elders, Bible school teach
ers, and faithful members of the Lord's body. After 
the death of her first husband, she maintained a 
home at 766 EN 15th Street in Abilene (adjacent to 
the campus of ACU). She rented rooms to ACU stu
dents and many will have a fond remembrance of 
her good influence. 

Dumbfounding 
OWhen Royce Money, president of ACU, an

nounced the school would no longer feel responsible 
for the behavior of students in non-university di
rected activities, like drinking whiskey in bars and 
hanging out in dance halls, we were amazed. 

The Firm Foundation expressed concern, but 
school officials explained that the university could 
not be accountable for activities off campus. Now, 
our amazement has turned into "bumfuzzelment." 
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We are confounded because, and please get this, 
the Abilene Reporter-News (Oct. 15, 1995) in a full 
page advertisement blazoned the headline "Dia
monds in the Sky Denim on the Dance Floor." It is a 
special thanks to all those who made the Baron's Ball 
such a success. It shows a picture of a cowboy and 
blond in a dance-embrace. (We cannot tell from the 
picture if they are drunk, but they look like it.) 

We will give you one - only one - guess as to 
who was one of the sponsors who made the dance 
hall ball such a success. Give up? Naw- you al
ready guessed - it is Abilene Christian University. 
Another sponsor was Abilene Christian Schools. You 
may be interested to know that Hardin Simmons and 
McMurray Universities (Baptist and Methodist 
schools) were not included - guess they are too nar
row minded. By the way, this was not an ACU di
rected event, nor was it "on campus," just ACU en
dorsed. 

Still more mind-boggling is the result of a survey 
conducted by Abilene Christian University. It con
tains some information that is ... well ... it is incred
ible (which means, as you know, absurd, implausible, 
impossible, improbable, inconceivable). The school 

claims to have interviewed 631 ministers across the 
United States (they obviously mean preachers in the 
churches of Christ) and found that 421 read the 
Christian Chronicle; 252 read the Spiritual Sword; 
210 read Image; 210 read Gospel Advocate- and 
- and - the survey does not report one person 
reading the Firm Foundation. No, not one. No, not 
one. Can you believe it? 

Also, the survey shows- as you might expect
one in five attend the ACU lectureship; one in six at
tend the Tulsa Soul-Winning Workshop; one in six 
attend Freed-Hardeman Lectures; one in twelve at
tend the Pepperdine Lectures; and not one - no, 
not one- is reported to attend MSOP or the Den
ton Lectures. ACU wins! 

Another also -they found "great agreement" on 
"certain doctrinal points." The preachers they inter
viewed believe that Adam & Eve were real historical 
persons, and the Bible is inerrant in all matters, and 
the virgin birth was a biological miracle. That is 
good! Now, what do professors in the Bible Depart
ment at ACU think on these same subjects. Does An
dre Resner still think that the mother of Jesus was "a 
sexually questionable woman?" Does Carroll Osburn 

The second annual 

North East Oklahoma Lectures 
Aprll12-14, 1996 

"Church Growth: At What Price?" 
Friday, Aprll12 

7:00 p.m ••••••••••••••••••••• Church Growth: At What Price? •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
8:00 p.m ••••••••••••••••••••• True Growth or Just Growing Fat: Does God Want a •Mega-Church•? ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Dub McClish 

Fellowship upstairs 
Saturday, Aprll13 

9:00 a.m ••••••••••••••••••••• Church Growth: God's Part •••••••••.••••..•••..••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jesse Whitlock 
10:00 a.m ••••••••••••••••••.•• Church Growth: The Congregation's Part .............................................................. Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
11:00 a.m ..................... Church Growth: The Christian's Part •••••.•••••••••..•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.••••••••••••••••• Tom Bright 

Noon - Dinner upstairs 
1:30 p.m ..................... Question/Answer Panel ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Bright, McCIIah, Price 
2:30 p.m ••••••••••••••••••••• Gimmickry in Evangelism: Is There a Wrong Way to •evangelize•? ............................... Ted Thraaher 

15-mlnute break 
3:30 p.m •••••.••••.•••••••••• Practical Tools for Local Evangelism •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Men: Jack Wllllama 

•..••.••••...•••..•••...••..•...............................•.............•....•...•........••.••....•.•.•..•.•...•.•••.•••• Women: Lana Wllllama 
4:30 p.m •••.••••••••••••••••• Expedients In Evangelism: Are There Acceptable •New Things•? .................................... Wayne Price 

Sunday, Aprl/14 
9:30 a.m ••••••••••••••••••••• How Can I Grow Personally? ••.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jack Wllllam8 

10:30 a.m ••••••••••••••••••••• My Family and Church Growth ••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Marlon Fox 
Dinner on your own 

2:00 p.m ••••••••••••••.•••••• Question/Answer Panel •••••••••••••••••••.•.•••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Northrop, Thraahe~ Whitlock 
3:00 p.m .•••••••••••.•••••••• What Can We Do to Help the Overseas Efforts? ............................................... Men: Chuck Northrop 

......................................................................... :················································· Women: Jody Northrop 
15-mlnute break 

4:00 p.m ••••••••••••••••••••• Growing -other Plants•: •Para-church• Organizations ........................................................ Marlon Fox 
Audlo-vldso recordings available • Book displays • Some housing with area Chris/tans 
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still think the Bible has errors in geography, history, 
and science? Or has he turned into a fundamentalist? 
Osburn says only fundamentalists believe the Bible is 
inerrant (The Peaceable Kingdom, p. 57). 

All this valuable information came from Center 
for Church Enrichment, Abilene Christian Univer
sity, Abilene, TX 79699. 

Wonder who they interviewed? Wonder if they 
reported all the information that came to them? 
Wonder if they can tell the truth? 

Good Ouestioa 
OCal Thomas (Los Angeles Times) asks: 

Why has most of the press become a shill for the 
gay rights movement? Fear is one answer. Most 
liberals don't want to be labeled intolerant and 
shy away from any moral code that doesn't sup
port their political comfort level. But perhaps 
the main reason is that the establishment media 
have developed a relationship with the political 
objectives of gay rights activism that has shame
fully compromised their ability to report objec
tively and fairly on the issue. 

Wall Street Journal 
OArthur Schlesinger Jr., in an article in the Wall 

Street Journal (Nov. 22, 1995), says "More than a 
third of American adults claim that God speaks to 
them directly. Am I alone in finding this a scary sta
tistic? What in the world do they mean?" 

Schlesinger points out that the killer of Yitzhak 
Rabin and Joan of Arc both heard voices telling 
them to kill others. He points out that Nathaniel 
Hawthorne (The Blithedale Romance) said such 
people "have an idol to which they consecrate them
selves high-priest, and deem it holy work to offer 
sacrifices of whatever is more precious; and never 
once seem to suspect - so cunning has the Devil 
been with them - that this is a false deity, in whose 
iron features, immitigable to all the rest of mankind, 
they see only benignity and love, is but a spectrum of 
the very priest himself, protected upon the sur
rounding of darkness." Hawthorne called it the Un
pardonable Sin. Hawthorne said that such people 
"have no heart, no sympathy, no reason, no con
science." 

Sermon Outlines 
By M. L. Sexton 

-$6.95 plus $1.25 shlpplng-
OrcJerfrom 

M. L. Sexton • P.O. Box 8400 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76124 

There is an awful arrogance in claiming access to 
the divine purpose. Do you think God speaks to you 
directly? What does he say? How does he say it? 
Those who claim direct influence of the Holy Spirit, 
whether Promise Keepers or Holy Rollers, put us 
and them in a chancy position. 

If God speaks to -directs, influences, guides 
apart from the Word of Truth - then let the person 
so directed, influenced, or guided show the proof of 
it by signs and miracles following. 

Good lor rhem 
OProctor & Gamble, the nation's largest adver

tiser, is playing hard ball in the war against trashy 
TV talk shows. P&G announced that it has pulled 
ads from at least four shows, with possibly more to 
come. According to the Wall Street journal, "Sally 
Jesse Raphael, Jerry Springer, Geraldo and Monte! 
Williams" will no longer reap the financial rewards 
of doing business with the corporate giant. 

lnlertainlng Perverts 
OVice President AI Gore and his wife, Tipper, 

according to Associated Press, "reached out to the 
homosexual community and entertained 150 of its 
political activists at a party in their home. "It's a 
wonderful thing to do what you're doing, and that's 
devoting your lives to others," Mr. Gore told the 
guests. "This dedication is an outgrowth of the way 
you live your entire lives." Mrs. Gore said, "We very 
deeply share your vision of a society that is fair and 
free of discrimination for gay and lesbian people, 
and we want you to know that." 

rhe law Is the law 
OThe Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals issued a 

restraining order against West High School students 
in Salt Lake City. The ruling referenced the school's 
a capella choir and restrained it from singing two 
songs because they contained the words "Lord" and 
"God." 

Commentary on Romans 
"Justified by Faith" 

$5.00 postpaid ... 
Commentary on Galatians 

"Freedom In Christ" 
$6.00 postpaid 

by Robin W. Haley 
(based upon ASV 1901) 

Order from 
912 E. Teresa • Sapulpa, OK 7408.6 
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Bere ••" fiJere •ad fveryw#Jere 
OLured by psychics, 1,500 Bulgarians gathered 

at an airfield to await the arrival of extraterrestrials. 
The aliens were supposed to, among other things, 
help the country pay its foreign debts. Alas, the ET's 
never arrived and police had to move in to protect 
the mediums from an angry crowd (Reason, Dec. 95). 

OMaine's highest court has upheld a $40,000 
jury verdict against the Fort Kent Golf Club. The 
club was sued by a golfer whose own golf ball 
bounced off railroad tracks that cross the first fair
way and hit her in the face. 
,.,lean .,., Priests 

OThe Vatican said that the Roman Catholic ban 
on the ordination of women as priests was a defini
tive, infallible and unquestionable part of the 
Church's discipline. The ruling by the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith would make it virtually 
impossible for a future Pope to reverse the church's 
policy on women priests, Vatican sources said 
(Reuters News Service). 

A Bare le•r 
OThe Fish and Wildlife Service charged John 

Shuler with the "illegal taking of a grizzly bear and 
fined him $7,000.00. The judge said that self-de
fense cannot be claimed by a person (1) "who was 
blameworthy to some degree in bringing about the 
occasion for the need to use deadly force" or (2) 
"who provokes an encounter as a result of which he 
finds it necessary to use deadly force to defend him
self." Shuler left his front porch and entered his 
sheep pen, and "purposefully placed himself in the 
zone of imminent danger of a bear attack." 

Bomosexu•ls for Polygamy 
0 Phil Burress, executive director of Citizens for 

Community Values, a pro-family group, said: "This 
country is based on a moral standard of J udeo-Chris
tian principles. If this nation decides to permit same
sex marriages, they have to permit polygamy and 
bigamy as well." A recent issue of Genre, a homo
sexual magazine, praised "gay marriages" and "sexy 
three-way marriages." The homosexual March on 
Washington called for the "legalization of multiple 
partner unions" (Human Events, Nov. 10, 1995). 

Parfialllrt6 Abortion 
OThe infant is pulled feet first from his mother's 

womb while the head is kept just inside the mother's 
body; the abortionist then punctures the infant's 
skull and suctions the brain out. A registered nurse, 
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Brenda Shafer, who assisted at several such abortions 
said, "I still have nightmares about what I saw." The 
House of Representatives passed a bill to ban the 
procedure. Abortionists are enraged: in the words of 
one New York Times story, "Most of the doctors in
terviewed said they saw no difference between dis
membering the fetus within the mother's body and 
partially delivering it, ... before killing it." National 
Review commented, "They are, of course, correct." 

flae led Badge of MDS 
$National Review (Nov. 27, 1995), after point

ing out that many homosexuals are heedless of the 
AIDS danger and continue to engage in the type sex 
that is known to transmit the HIY, comments: 

Which brings us to the second problem; call it 
the puzzle of the scarlet ribbon. What do 
healthy people who pin the shiny red com
memoration of AIDS to their lapel mean to ex
press by it? Solidarity with those who are gone? 
With those who are about to go? With those 
who will one day inevitably be going? With the 
disease itself? The issue is not a trivial one, for 
what does it mean to make a gesture of 
fellowhood with people who have deliberately 
made themselves hopeless, when one has not ex
posed oneself to such danger? 

Should fhere Be • law? 
OThe problem: The birth every year of one mil

lion babies to unwed mothers. 
The consequence: One million children who, on 

reaching the age of 13, tend to run into difficulties. 
The statistics tell us that the child raised by a single 
parent is likelier, by a factor of 600 percent, to com
mit crimes, consume drugs, quit school, and sire 
children out of wedlock. 

There are mothers and fathers who are unavoid
ably forced to care for minor children alone because 
of death, disease, or desertion. We honor, and take 
note of the fact, that many a noble man and woman 
have gone it alone when circumstances compelled it, 
and have provided their children food, shelter, and 
good teaching so that the kids grew up to be respon
sible adults, fully able to find their place in society. 

We lament those single parents who do not take 
their task seriously, and who contribute in a very bad 
way to the horrible statistics given above. 1). 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather- $25.00 • Name if desired 
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~Elbert R. Garretson~ 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6115 or R.C. Ra!~~~ ~33-5274. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 offl-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Brolcing, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -

-Florida-
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 ,p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 795-6178. 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 

Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks,'" WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, usc Highway Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 3866, 334-3757. 

Jaclcsonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

Lakeland- 1807 So~;h· Fl~rida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida Sch?~l.o! !reaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.,'!~~· ?:30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872) •••••• 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hartley Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Rocky Mount -Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
(407) 657-0657, Ton! .'!i}l!ams, youth minister. 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m~ <?~~!e. Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-.Georgia-

-Ohio-
Dayton - ~orthridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lcc:
tureship. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy 1'! ~~ !'-!tadena Dr. Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

eentral 
Cauaca OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvi~.E}i!'!tt, min. 824-7040. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Idaho-
Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City- 1657 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Fred Davis, 
minister. (313) 422-8660 office, (313) 427-4416 
res.l-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlelbelt, right 2 
blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, V.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Ho~M ofOklahonuJ 
City School of BibliC4l Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnon Lowder, 
minister. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
~on Lectureship. 
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- South Carolina -. 
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Damon B. Lundy, minister. 
(803) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun-

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
minister. Publisher of •Matters of THE Faith. • Donald Walker, preacher. 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. . . . . . 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

San Antonio - Northern Oalcs Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499 • 

-Virginia-

dation Lectureship. • • • • • Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. • •••• 

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 

4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

• • • • • Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Robertson County p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Church of Christ Dooley, ministers. • •••• 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Austin ._ Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life,"' KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher; 
Joseph D. Meador, director of SWSBS. 

Lubbock -Southside Church of Christ, 8501 Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 plm. Route 3, Box 220, 24360. * mile S. 1-81 8c 1-77 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired (Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 

637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist 

Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 p.m., Loran Gearhart (307) 634-3040 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

• • • • • Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
Roanoke- Church of Chrisr, Rusk ac Walnut. West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
(817) 491-2388, Lynn Blair, minister. 6110. 

• The World Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) ................................................ $3.00 
• Beautiful Star (13-lesson stud, of the book of Esther) ............................................. $2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) ....................................... $2.00 
• S Minutes with the Master (SO S-minute sennons) ................................................... $2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It ...................................................... $2.00 
• Great Words of the Bible, VoL 1 (stud, of 13 Bible words) .................................... $2.50 
• Great Words of the Bible, VoL 2 (stud, of 13 more Bible words) .......................... $2.50 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson stud,) ....•.•.••...••..........•..•.......•.•..•.....................••• $1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson stud,) .............................................. $2.00 

- Some of brother Smith's books have aged, but the message the, proclaim will never grow old.-

Order a complete set of books for ,ourself and a friend for the special price of 
$9.95 per set plus shipping. 

Books sold individuall, for the price listed plus shipping. 
Please send no mone,. We will be glad eo bill ,ou. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Publications, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. Each book 
$15.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. Multiple 
orders sent and billed. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whate11er 
Happened to Hea11en and Hell? (1994) - S17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- S21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 

Preachers Wanted 
The church in Pocahontas, TN is seeking a full
time minister. Four-BR house is provided. Send 
resumt to Church of Christ, 12020 Pea Vine Rd., 
Pocahontas, TN 38061. For more information call 
Ken Rowland {901) 376-1531 or Terry Kirk {901) 
376-0839. 

Minister wanted: Elm Mon Church of Christ. Small 
established congregation of 40+ in a growing area 
8 miles north of Waco, Texas. Must be Bible
centered and evangelistic minded. Salary plus house. 
Send rtsumt to jim Tennison, Route 5, Box 1012, 
Waco, Texas 76705. 

The church in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full-time 
minister. Please send rtsumt and tape {if possible) 
to Search Comminee, P.O. Box 3824, Estes Park, 
co 80517. 

Minister wanted: Growing congregation in 
H annibal, MO is searching for a vibrant, 
experienced minister with desire for our continued 
growth. Good mix of age groups to work with; 
average anendance of 82. We provide modern home 
w/utiliries paid. Support negotiable. Send rtsumt 
and videotape or cassene and picture. Contact jim 
Light at {314) 221-4121, Hannibal Church of 
Christ, 3104 Market St., Hannibal, MO 63401. 

Congregation of approx. 150 members about 15 
miles south of Austin, TX needs a replacement for 
retiring preacher in Dec. '95-Mar. '96 time frame. 
Presently seeking a sound, energetic, evangelistic 
gospel preacher who will live and preach the pure 
Word of God in a dynamic, challenging, bold 
manner, speaking the truth in love. Please send 
rtsumt with reference to the Elders, Church of 
Christ, 330 Live Oak Dr., Buda, TX 78610-9287 
or call Charlie DiPalma {512) 398-5211. 

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 {98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife teaching team. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting time, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 
tape, rtsumt, and family picture to Church of 
Christ, Box j, Del Norte, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Congregation of 100 members is looking for a 
preacher to live in local communiry. Partial support 
would be required. Send rtsume to Marshfield 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 458, Marshfield, MO 
65706 (417) 859-4369 or 859-6491. 

Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains of Morgan 
County seeks energetic preacher. Ideal fo r ex· 
military or retired couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Conract Matt 
Morrison (915) 674-2638. 

Sound congregation looking for a conservative 
minister. Partial support would be needed. We can 
offer house, utilities, and $800.00 month. Send 
resume and rape to Westside Church of Christ, 
1625 N. 7th Sr., Arkansas City, KS 67005. (316) 
442-3100 or (316) 442-0854. 

The Church of Christ in Wallowa, OR seeking a 
minister; support furnished by congregation. 
Contact Wallowa Church of Christ, P.O. Box 24, 
Wallowa, OR 97885. Phone 1-800-350-7735. Ask 
for Bob Bennett, weekdays 6:30-9:00 p.m. or all 
day Saturday. 

Full-time evangelist. Salary and benefits included. 
Attn: Elders, Erie Church of Christ, 2317 W. 
Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA 16506. Call (ch. bldg.). 
(814) 838-4866. 

Preachers Available 
Kentucky evangelist in Michigan. 40 yrs. experience 
preaching. Conservative, King James Bible 
preference. Kentucky or Tennessee pulpit sought. 
Evenings or Saturday call (810) 475-1608. 

Preacher, 58, married, wants ro relocate in general 
area of N. TX or S. OK with congregation of 50-
100. Have been with church in Eunice, LA for 16 
years. BSE and MA from ACU in 1959 and 1964. 
For rtsume, references, and info., write jerry A. 
Price, 331 S. 4th, Eunice, LA 70535, or call 318-
546-0347. Need to be nearer aging parents. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incidenr. No physical 
exam. Chris ti ans helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Major Prophets 
(1995 lectureship). The Minor Prophets (1990). The 
Pro11idence of God (1989). Order from POWER 

Missionary needs support. Experienced missionary 
needs additional S1,500 support per month to cover 
living com. Already in the field. You may take 
over SlOO, S200, or more whatever amount. Write 
ro HJD, Postfach 48, A-2380 Perchdolfsdorf, 
Austria-Europe. Supervising congregation is Park 
Heights Church of Christ, Hamilton, TX. 

Wanted: Gospel Ad11ocates, 1885, 1886. Will pay 
up to $350 per volume, and S20 per incl. issue. If 
you own these originals, or know someone who 
does, PLEASE contact: ]ody Calvert, Evangelist, 
14th Ave. Church of Christ, 3753 14th Ave. N., 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713. (813) 323-2511. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. S 100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/ parr rime positions available . 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for your retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call 1-800-714-14 10 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

Wanted: Resident attendants for adult residential 
facility scheduled to open in summer 1995. Indian 
Rock Village will serve 6 developmentally disabled 
individuals. Prefer physically fit mature couple. 
Must be Christians with attributes identified in 
Gal. 5:22-23. Beautiful home on 5 acres in Sierra 
Nevada footh ills. Salary, room, board, some health 
benefits. Con tact Dick or Veda Crow, 7781 Hwy 
193, Garden Valley, CA 95633. (916) 333-4075. 
References required. 

Planning retirement ? Too little income? My 
answer-support yourself in the Lord's work where 
needed. Truly ground floor opportunity-unique 
electronic air purifiers-home, auto, commercial
inexpensive. Solve many breathing problems. 
Removes dust, smoke, bacteria, odors, gases, mold, 
dander, dust mite waste. Make over $100,000 
annually with new luxury car bonus. Information
call Ken Franklin (retired gospel preacher), 1-800-
708-6237 or write 3903 Butternut Ct., Brandon 
FL 33511 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or refuse any 
offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We try 
to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we announce 
this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements: The Firm Foundation retains the 
privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $50 for a full page, $35 .tor a half-page, $20 for 
anything under a half-page. This Is in addition to the cost of the space. Subm1t your copy set as you 
would like to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the 
peper. 
In the event of major changes. the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 
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SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2486 

_"Training Men to Preach in Spirit and in Truth Since 1978. 

Reasons }lbu Should Consider Southwest: 
• Southwest offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training. 
• Southwest credits are accepted at select Christian universities (up to 65 sem. hrs.). 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. 
• Southwest is staffed by a well-qualified and experienced Bible faculty. 
• Southwest requires the completion of 72 college Bible courses for graduation. 
• Southwest offers one of the finest research libraries among schools of preaching. 
• Southwest offers a multi-media library complete with CD-ROM computer system. 
• Southwest offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Southwest provides the Christian Woman's Studies program for students' wives. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in expository and topical preaching. 
• Southwest provides two courses in debate - principles and methods. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in biblical languages (Hebrew - Greek). 
• Southwest provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in research and writing. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in English grammar. 
• Southwest is fully approved to issue I-20 forms to accept~d foreign students. 
• Southwest is tuition free- V. A. benefits- Limited scholarships available. 
• Southwest is ready to mail you an information packet - Call or write today! 

Joseph D. Meador, Director, Faculty of Old Testament; 
Gary Colley, Faculty of Bible and Preaching; Carl Gamer, Faculty of Bible; 

John W. Moore, Faculty of New Testament; AI Macias, Faculty of Bible; Tim Ayers, Faculty of Bible 

Home-schooled high school graduates are encouraged to apply. 

-A friendly reception awaits incoming students.-
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The Preacher and His Hearers 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

Mary awakened early Sunday morning. The 
Lord's Day had been a day of happy 
memories for her. For over 40 years she 

and John had sat at Sunday breakfast, sometimes 
talking, sometimes silently, but always together, and 
then had gone to worship. Now it was different. 
John was buried last Wednesday. This morning she 
would open her own car door, but worse than that 
- it would be on the driver's side. It wo uld be 
John's place in which she sat. She slowly dressed for 
worship, as if somehow she could postpone the in
evitable. Truth was, she didn't want to go. She didn't 
want to sit alone. She didn't want to miss John's bass 
voice, even if it hadn't always hit the right notes. She 
didn't want to miss the gentle squeeze of his hand 
during prayer. As she drove into the parking lot she 
wondered, "Will God have a word for me today?" 

It was Monday morning. The preacher slept late. 
Sunday had been exhausting. He had taught Sunday 
school, preached two sermons, and, after evening 
service, had attended a visitation fellowship at the 
Jones' . It had not gone well. John had had a heart 
attack. "He must have been dead before he hit the 
floor," the medics said in their best clinical fashion. 
The funeral was to be Wednesday. "It will be an 
'easy' funeral," the preacher thought, "John was a 
model husband, father, and Christian, but it will cre
ate havoc with my schedule. When will I ever pre
pare for Sunday?" Wednesday came and went. T he 
funeral was oJer. Somehow the preacher managed to 
get through Wednesday night. "Better start thinking 

about Sunday," he thought as he drifted off to sleep. 
It was Thursday morning. T he preacher sat 

alone in his study seeking inspiration by staring 
blankly at the wall as if waiting for Belshazzar's hand 
to appear and emblazon a sermon outline on it. 
When nothing appeared, he reached for his sermon 
outline book and began thumbing through it. His 
eye caught a catchy title, "The Bleating of the 
Sheep." It was a lesson o n obedience. His mind 
turned to attendance, giving, prayer, visitation. 
"Members always need that," he mumbled. As he 
reached for a commentary to get a little filler, he 
heaped fiery indignation on outline books that pro
vide only the barest of points. He really had wanted 
more than a recipe - he wanted a bakery cake. 

It was Sunday morning. The Lord 's Supper had 
been observed; the songs had been sung; the prayers 
had been prayed; the plate had been passed. The 
preacher stepped into the pulpit with his borrowed 
outline on attendance, giving, prayer, and visitation 
tucked securely between the pages of his Bible. And 
there sat Mary; faithful Mary, who had not missed 
wors hip in 25 years; praying Mary, who had spent 
more time in prayer the past week than the preacher 
had spent in sermon preparation; generous Mary, 
who would have had more to live on in her widow
hood had she and John not given so sacri ficially; 
working Mary, whose husband had died while they 
were hosting a visitation fellowship; brokenhearted 
Mary, who so badly needed and deserved a word 
from God. And Mary was not alo ne. Jane and Jim 

· (continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Verbal Inspiration 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

What difference does it make if the 
Bible is "fully" inspired or "verbally" 
inspired? 

Who cares? 
Why make such a big fuss over so minor a 

problem? 
The question of "verbal" versus "full" inspi

ration is a dispute over the integrity of the text 
of the Bible. If Bible writers claim "verbal" in
spiration, when in truth the very words were not given to them, 
they lied. That may sound harsh, but they lied. If they lied about 
the nature of inspiration, they may have lied about many other 
things. We cannot trust them. Their integrity - and the integrity 
of what they wrote - is at stake. 

If Bible wri ters wrongly claim "verbal" inspiration, we can 
have no confidence in anything they wrote. 

The discussion is over what the writers of the Bible claimed for 
themselves. That is the only issue. Whatever kind of inspiration 
Bible writers claimed for themselves is the only kind of inspiration 
worth defending. 

A verbally inspired Bible is right and cannot be wrong. It is er
ror free. If God selected the words to convey the message, the rev
elation must be perfect- for God cannot be the author of imper
fection. If God gave the very words in which the Bible was origi
nally written, the original manuscripts must be true and can con
tain no mistakes. 

I emphasize that we are talking about "original" manuscripts 
and not about copies and versions of those manuscripts. The cop
ies and versions may contain errors, but what the inspired writer 
put down on paper, animal skin, or stone is right and cannot be 
wrong, if God p!cked the words in which the message was con
veyed. 

If God did not choose the words - if the writer expressed the 
thought in words of his own choosing - the communication may 
be riddled with error. If God selected the words, there can be no 
blunder. The contest is over whether the Bible is inerrant or errant. 
If the Bible is capable of being wrong, we have no dependable rev
elation; if the Bible is incapable of erring, we have a dependable 
record. It is a question of faith or unfaith. 

This does not mean there are no problems, or even that every 
question can be fully answered to the entire satisfaction of every 
questioner. It does mean the superior weight of evidence supports 



the conclusion that the original manuscripts were inspired in their 
words. One highly regarded writer said: 

The objections under consideration, namely, that the Bible con
tradicts itself divides itself into two. The first that the sacred writ
ers contradict themselves, or one another. The second, that the 
Bible teaches what is inconsistent with the facts of history or sci
ence .... (1.) These apparent discrepancies ... are for the most part 
trivial; relating in most cases to numbers or dates. (2.) The great 
majority of them are only apparent and yield to careful examina
tion. (3.) Many of them are fairly ascribed to errors of tran
scribes. (4.) The marvel and the miracle is that there are so few of 
any real importance. Considering that the different books of the 
Bible were written not only by different authors, but by men of 
all degrees of culture, living in the course of fifteen hundred 
years, it is altogether unaccountable that they should agree per
fectly, on any other hypothesis than that the writers were under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit of God. In this respect, as in all 
others, the Bible stands alone. It is enough to impress any mind 
with awe, when it contemplates the sacred scriptures filed with 
the highest truths, speaking with authority 'in the name of God, 
and so miraculously free from the soiling touch of human fingers. 
The errors in matters of fact which skeptics search out bear no 
proportion to the whole. No sane man would deny that the 
Parthenon was built of marble, even if here and there a speck of 
sandstone should be detected in its structure (Charles Hodge, 
Systematic Theology (1872), Vol. 1, pp. 169-170). 

We quote this learned man because his argument is sound and 
unanswerable, and he states the case so eloquently. Liberals belittle 
Hodge, but they cannot answer him. The logical force of his state
ment defies contradiction. 

Jesus taught verbal inspiration. He said that neither jot nor 
tittle would pass from the law until all is fulfilled (Matt. 5:17-18). 
The Lord obviously taught that every jot and tittle is inspired of 
God. His reference is to the law and the prophets, and he insists 
the Old Testament is perfect to the smallest letter. He taught the 
inspiration of the letters - not just the words. 

Old Testament writers claimed verbal inspiration. Joshua 1:8 
demands strict obedience to all things written in the law. David 
claimed inspiration for his words (2 Sam. 23: 1-2). Daniel mentions 
his "study of the books," including the prophecy of Jeremiah, 
which he calls the "word of the Lord'' (Dan. 9:2). Nehemiah had a 
high regard for the law of Moses and the prophets, who spoke by 
God's Spirit (Neh. 9:3, 30; 10:29). 

Here is a sampling of what the Bible claims for itself: 
"Thou shalt speak all that I command thee" (Ex. 7:2). 
"And God spake all these words" (Ex. 20: 1). 
"Thus saith the Lord" ([Ex. 4:22], this statement is made more 

than 400 times in the Bible). 
"I will give the tables of stone ar.d a law, and commandments 

which I have written; that thou mayest teach them" (Ex. 24: 12). 
"I have put my words in thy mouth" Uer. 1:9; 15:16; 19:2-3). 
"But neither he nor his servants, nor the people of the land, 

did hearken unto the words of the Lord, which he spake by the 
prophet Jeremiah" Uer. 37:2; 36:6, 8, 10, 18; 29:1-4). 
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"When ye received the word of God, which ye 
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but 
as it is in truth, the word of God" (1 Thess. 2:13}. 

"For I have received of the Lord that which also I 
delivered unto you" (1 Cor. 11 :23). 

"Which words also we speak, not in words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth" (1 Cor. 2:13}. 

"The things which I write unto you are the com
mandments of the Lord" (1 Cor. 14:37). 

"Unto them were committed the oracles of God" 
(Rom. 3:2}. 

"For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh" (Rom. 
9: 17). 

"All scripture is given by inspiration of God" (2 
Tim. 3:16). 

"Holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. 1:21). 

"How was it that David by the Spiri t called him 
Lord" (Matt. 22:43). 

"The scriptures cannot be broken" Uohn 10:35). 
This is only a brief example of what Bible writers 

said about the Bible being the very Word of God. It 
is plain to even a careless reader that those who gave 
us the Bible emphatically declared that they wrote 
verbatim the exact words they received from 
God the Holy Spirit: "But the Spirit saith expressly" 
- "Whatsoever things he shall hear, that shall he 
speak." 
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In modern times a war of words is waged over the 
nature of the Bible. It is not a battle between believers 
and unbelievers, but among professed believers. Reli
gious leaders at highest levels argue among them
selves about the meaning of inspiration. Is the Bible 
the real Word of God? Does the Bible merely contain 
the Word of God? Or, does the Bible become the 
Word of God for me as its message penetrates my 
heart? Is the Bible a God-given revelation or just a 
record, witness, and medium of revelation? Are there 
errors of fact and contradictions in the Bible? Is 
there, as a noted unbelieving religious leader put it, 
"A sky-high heaven and a red-hot hell?" 

Direct revelation and the very idea of truth and 
doctrine are being rejected by many religious de
nominations. Liberals reject the idea that God re
vealed himself in propositions recorded in the Bible. 
There was an attempt in the '50s and '60s to move 
the churches of Christ into the limbo of unbelieving 
believers, but it failed. It was spearheaded by Mission 
Magazine and directed by college professors. The at
tempt is revived and the Bible and its doctrines are 
under attack by people posing as Christian soldiers. 
It is a most uncivil Civil War. 

Christianity Today in an editorial titled, ':-\re the 
Churches Coddling Atheists?" reported a survey re
vealing that 32 percent of the Congregationalists, 24 
percent of the Methodists, and 16 percent of the 
Episcopalians, do not believe that Jesus is the divine 
Son of God; that 43 percent of the Protestants do not 
believe in the virgin birth; that 72 percent of the 
Congregationalists, 63 percent of the Methodists, 59 
percent of the Episcopalians, 42 percent of the Pres
byterians, 38 percent of the Disciples of Christ and of 
the American Baptists, and 31 percent of the Ameri
can Lutherans do not believe that the biblical 
miracles actually happened; and that 35 percent of 
the Protestants either believe that Christ's promise of 
eternal life is only "probably true" or have "no hope" 
for a future life at all. 

If you think that inexperienced, impressionable 
young men sent for training to unbelieving profes
sors in denominational seminaries and now teaching 
in schools operated by brethren are uninfluenced and 
unaffected by their unbelieving mentors, then you 
are, well, naive. 

Doubting and denying the verbal inspiration of 
the Bible results in claiming the Bible has mistakes in 
geography, science, and history, which leads to disre
spect for and disobedience to the commands of the 
Bible. Dr. Carroll Osburn, Bible department faculty, 



Abilene Christian University, follows this sequence. 
He first denies and ridicules the idea of verbal inspi
ration, then agrees with rank liberals that the Bible is 
errant, and finally denies basic Bible doctrine (Peace
able Kingdom, Carroll D. Osburn, pp. 57-56, 90-91). 
By the way, Doctor Osburn is not specific as to the 
claimed errors in the Bible and has declined an invita
tion to name the supposed mistakes and put them on 
the table for examination. He appears to deny the 
building is made of marble because he thinks he can 
find specks of sandstone. here and there. 

This is not make-believe. The battle is real. The 

attack is from within. The citadels of the church are 
under assault and the bulwarks of faith are assailed. 
The sleeping giant had better get his armor on, and 
make these religious atheists take out for the hills. 
Your salvation and that of your children and their 
children after them is at stake. 

I am flesh and must return 
Unto dust, whence I am taken; 

But by faith I now discern 
That from death I shall awaken 

With my Savior to abide 
In His glory, at His side. P. 0. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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The Preacher and His Hearers 
(continued from page 1) 

had marital problems. Bill and Betty's teenager was 
flirting with drugs. Douglas' job had been down
sized; he and Dorothy worried about losing their 
car, home, and self-respect. The preacher faced hurt
ing people needing help who were crying, "Is there 
any word from God? Is there Balm in Gilead?" 

The preacher stood in the pulpit. All eyes turned 
in anticipation. The preacher read Samuel's chal
lenge to Saul with the warmth of a bowl of cold 
Cream of Wheat (really bearing down on "to obey is 
better than sacrifice"), looked up for the first time, 
and said, "Point one, attend more." A captive audi
ence, his hearers did not leave; a polite audience, 
they appeared to listen; an humble audience, they 
thought maybe they were responsible for not con
necting with the preacher; a human audience, their 
hurting hearts sighed in disappointment and the re
mote controls in their minds began to click. Though 
the preacher's lips continued to move, some had 
switched channels. Others simply put him on mute. 
Mary sought solace in her own thoughts; Jane and 
Jim grew farther apart; Bill and Betty worried about 
the next midnight call from the police; Douglas and 
Dorothy wondered where God was in their crisis. 

What was wrong? The preacher had missed the 
bleating and bleeding of his own flock. He had no 
waters still for their thirst, no pastures green for 
their hunger, no ointment for their heads. He was 
more interested in his agenda, his concerns, his un
derstanding, his insights and his exegesis. He was 
more interested in teaching a subject than in teach
ing people. But isn't it the subject that is important? 
Shouldn't the exegesis of the Scripture be sufficient? 
Why should the preacher have to entertain? Good 

questions for one more interested in his subject than 
in his people. Poor questions for one who realizes 
that mending souls is not entertainment. 

A wise husband not only tells his wife, "I love 
you" (addressed to her head), he takes her in his 
arms and hugs her (addressed to her heart). Without 
the hugs the message is lifeless. A wise preacher 
speaks not only to his hearers' heads, but by using 

. language addressed to their hearts, he also gives 
them hugs. Without it, his message is lifeless. The 
hearers, not knowing what the problem is, may 
voice the common complaint, "He doesn't use 
enough illustrations." But the problem goes much 
more deeply than that. 

Take heart. There is a cure. 
10880 Memorial Dr. 
Houston, TX 77024 
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Take Note 

A friend has written to say, "I urge you to 
check out the booklet by M.C. Glitsch, be
ing advertised in the Firm Foundation 

(February, p. 7). It is one of the most ignorant 
(not to mention arrogant) defenses of the day-age 
theory I have every seen. Glitsch constantly refers 
to the 24-hour view (of the creation week) as the 
'lie.' Further, it is quite sad that brother Coffman 
lent his influence to this ridiculous diatribe." 

The Firm Foundation does not accept the 
day-age theory of creation-time and has with
drawn the advertisement. 
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Lest We Forget 
By Jerry C. Brewer 

I t is the curse of men that they forget. History is 
replete with examples of God's people who for
got him and turned after the ways of the world. 

It began with Adam and Eve (Gen. 3), led Lot to the 
plains of Sodom (Gen. 13: 12), and caused Israel to 
wander 40 years in the wilderness (Deut. 1 :34-40). 
Forgetting God brought apostasy in Israel after the 
death of the generation that followed Joshua Qudges 
2:7-10). It brought a king to rule over Israel and led 
them into bondage to the Assyrians, the Medes and 
Persians, and the Greeks (1 Sam. 8:4-9, 19-20). 

A failure to heed the authority of God led the 
early church to depart from the divine order of gov
ernment and gave rise to apostate Catholicism. Seek
ing a reformation of the Catholic Church, well-inten
tioned men failed to heed God's will in the New Tes
tament and produced the Babel of sectarian 
creed ism. 

In the latter part of the 18th and early 19th cen
turies there arose a cry in our land calling men back 
to the ancient order. Great men of the Restoration 
Movement studied their Bibles and concluded, often 
independently of each other, that followers of Christ 
should "speak where the Bible speaks and remain si
lent where the Bible is silent; do Bible things in Bible 
ways; and call Bible things by Bible names" (1 Pet. 
4: 11). Unique in its plea and revolutionary in its ap
proach to man's relationship with God, that move
ment swept America like a raging prairie fire . It con
sumed the hearts of honest truth seekers and New 
Testament Christianity took root from the unadulter
ated seed of the kingdom (Luke 8:11). Entire de
nominational congregations threw aside the shackles 
of human creeds and confessions of faith and pledged 
allegiance to Christ alone. 

Opposition from the denominations was sharp 
and swift. Then, as now, New Testament Christianity 
strikes at the jugular of sectarianism. It pulls down 
the ramparts of denominational power and strips 
fiefdoms from petty rulers. It offers liberty in Christ 
and freedom from the rituals and trappings of man
made religion. It exposes error and exalts the author
ity of Christ and his Word as all-sufficient in matters 
religious. 
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The Presbyterians sent N.L. Rice to battle the 
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power of God's Word. Seeking to stem the rising tide 
of truth and silence the call for a return to the Jerusa
lem gospel, the infidel Robert Owen marched forth 
with the Baptists, the Methodists, and the Catholics. 
Clad in the armor of God and wielding the sword of 
the Spirit, men like Alexander Campbell, Barton W. 
Stone, Tolbert Fanning, Jacob Creath, and David Lip
scomb met the attack. The fire of God's Word burned 
in their hearts Qer. 5 :14; 20:9), and when the dust 
settled those great soldiers of the cross stood victori
ous and sectarianism whimpered back to its corner to 
regroup. A divided, denominational world, built on 
the shifting, whispering sands of men's laws cannot 
stand against the truth of God. 

But men forget, and danger always lurks within. 
The apostle Paul said digression and apostasy would 
come from among those who claim to be Christ's. 

For I know this, that afte r my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing 
the flock. Also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them (Acts 20:29). 

Battles won in generations past do not constitute 
complete triumph. It is fo r each generation to set 
watchmen on the walls of Zion and guard against 
those of whom Paul spoke. The church on the thresh
old of the 21st century faces the same dangers it did 
when Paul uttered his warning. 

We have come full circle. Where does the fire of 
restoration burn today? Not in apostate churches like 
Southern Hills in Tulsa nor in the instrumental music 
crowd of the Farmers Branch church in Texas. Not in 
some of our colleges. Not in the headlong rush down 
to the plains of Ono to fellowship those who oppose 
us nor in the well-watered plains of Sodom's "grace 
only" crowd. Having once tasted pure gospel waters, 
these wolves among the flock would drag us back to 
the broken cisterns of man's wisdom. As the dog re
turns to its vomit and the sow that is washed to her 
wallowing in the mire (2 Pet. 2 :22), they would have 
us deny the Lord and embrace a "new gospel" for a 
new age. Paul said to mark and avoid them (Rom. 
16: 17) and pronounced a curse on those who would 
pervert the gospel of our Lord Jesus (Gal. 1:8-9) 

Lest we forget, the fire of restoration still burns 



in the Word of God. As efficacious to salvation .today 
as it was a thousand years ago, God's Word remains a 
fire that refines the soul and a hammer to break the 
hardened heart Ger. 23:29). It has never lost its in
nate power. Preached and lived without the admix
ture of human doctrines and the compromising spirit 
of the times, it is still the power of Go& unto salva
tion (Rom. 1: 16-17). The torch of truth, kindled by 
the Holy Spirit, lifted to light a pagan world and car-

ried by men of God in previous generations, must not 
be extinguished in our time. 

0 God thou hast taught me from my youth and 
hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works. 
Yet even when I am old and gray headed, 0 God, 
forsake me not, until I have declared thy strength 
unto the next generation. (Psa. 71:17-18). 

2129 NW 34th 
Oklahoma City, OK 73112 
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Is It Progress? 
By Ed Clark 

The word translated "furtherance" in Philippi
ans 1:12, 25 is translated "progress" in the 
American Standard version of the Bible. The 

word means "a striking out." Originally this word 
was used of a pioneer cutting his way through brush
wood. As he continued cutting, he was making 
progress. 

We may think of progress as going onward and 
forward, but not every action is progress. Some mis
judge change for progress. Progress may consist in 
holding to the good you already have, and standing 
"fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together 
for the faith of the gospel." 

The attempt to restore New Testament Christian
ity was progress. It was a matter of removing long 
years of theological debris to rediscover the old paths 
made bright by the light shining from the revealed 
Word of the Almighty. Pioneers of restoration cut 
through the jungle of human opinion and brought to 
the surface biblical doctrine. One by one human in
novations were examined, found wanting, and dis
carded; one by one the items of Christian faith were 
found and reit;lStated. The Bible was exalted, and hu
man opinions were cast down. That was progress. 

Years ago some among us began to seek what they 
misunderstood as progress. Like the prodigal son, 
they went out and soon spent what truth they had on 
innovation, alteration, and change. Instead of growth 
and development in the gospel of Christ, they fed on 
the husks of religious error and are fast becoming just 
another vain religion of the world. Turning from the 
simple, basic truths of the New Testament, they en
couraged the revival and growth of human inven
tions- music in worship corrupted by machines; 
downgrading of the importance of absolute obedi-

ence to every command of the Lord by misunder
standing and misapplying the grace of God; giving 
women positions of authority over men; even deny
ing the complete accuracy of revelation and thereby 
striking at the root of authority. On and on it goes 
and once again the old paths become difficult to see, 
being obscured by human traditions. What they call 
progress is retrogression. 

Some of them think the mother of Jesus was "a 
sexually questionable woman" and that the birth of 
Jesus was a scandal. This casts doubt on the deity of 
Jesus and his claim to be the Son of God. They are 
now in a position similar to that in which the waste
ful son found himself - destitute and away from 
home. 

N o progress in pure and undefiled religion 
will be made apart from returning to the Fa
ther and abiding in his Word. 

Events in history repeat themselves. Those who 
fail to heed the lessons learned from mistakes of the 
past make the same errors again. 

How sad that in our time some have abandoned 
the "old paths" of truth and are bent on walking in 
forbidden ways. Like the Athenians, they seek to tell 
or hear some new thing, but wind up reinstating old 
error, and bowing before all idols, including the un
known one. 

These brethren seem to feel their wisdom is supe
rior to that of all others. In an attempt to go along 
and get along, they bow before the idol of denomina
tionalism and eat the dry and tasteless husks of Cal
vinism, and think they have discovered something 
bright and new. 

Paul spoke of some who claimed to be wise, but 
"they became fools" (Rom. 1:22). 
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It is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and will bring to nothing the understand
ing of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is 
the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? 
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world? For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the 
Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness. God is wiser than 
men; because the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men (1 Cor. 1 :25). 

Misguided men, in fellowship with denomina
tional bodies, strive to make the one-church a de
nomination. They heap scorn on stalwart preachers 
of yesteryear who were in the forefront of the resto
ration of the church of our Lord in this country. They 
loose where God has bound; they bind where God 
has released. 

They make serious changes in the public worship, 
allowing women to lead prayers, serve at the Lord's 

table, and teach where men are present - thereby 
exercising authority over men. Salvation by grace 
alone is advocated as is instrumental music in wor
ship. Solos and choirs have gained their approval as 
well as clapping and waving of hands. Applauding 
the preacher is acceptable in worship and as worship. 

Is this progress? Is it blazing a trail for truth? 
It is the same kind of progress as that of the 

prodigal son in the hog pen. He was away from home 
and daily sinking deeper into sin. His new-found 
friends were laughing in their sleeves at his stupidity 
and his loving, brokenhearted father was looking 
longingly down the road for his return. 

Progress is returning to the Father. It is renounc
ing sin and determining to walk in the light. There is 
no progress in religion that does not "fall out to the 
furtherance of the gospel." 

We pray for a renewed zeal for such progress; we 
call for the furtherance of the one faith by walking in 
the old paths. 28 Regents Park 

Bedford TX 76022 
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Darryl Tippens Introduces 
Jacques Derrida to Churches of Christ 

By J. E. Choate 

Darryl Tippens has rendered a service to the 
churches of Christ. He has done so by in
troducing the name of Jacques Derrida 

(b. 1930). He is a major world figure in philosophy 
and literary criticism at the Ecole Normale Superieur 
in Paris. His theories are best known as deconstruc
tionism and poststructuralism. 

Derrida is the "godfather" of deconstructionism, 
which is now the current craze of postmodern theol
ogy. Derrida maintains that the meaning of language 
is hidden and elusive, and that no interpretation can 
be established from the written text by exposing the 
linguistic and philosophical presuppositions con
cealed therein. 

In Derrida's scheme for the deconstructionist, 
language is a social construct with no fixed "meaning 
outside the text, nor in the text." There are no 
"praxis," no "parameters" with fixed boundaries, and 
no hypothetical "paradigm" which are proposed. 

The average "run of the mill" change agents such 
as Lynn Anderson are way in over their "philosophi-
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cal" heads in Derridean deconstructionism. Decon
structionism has lost its bid to replace "existential
ism" as the philosophical buzz word of the '90s. 
However, the influence of Derrida in postmodern 
theology is deep and destructive as it reaches into our 
schools through postmodern theologians who are se
curely positioned in the Bible departments. 

Derrida maintains that no definite interpretation 
can be established for a written text (including Scrip
ture). His method is to deconstruct a text by expos
ing the linguistic and philosophical presuppositions 
concealed within the text. Tippens phrases this con
cept best for us: "For Derrida, language is non-refer
ential; we can never be sure if it matches up to any
thing 'out there,' whether being, God truth, reality, 
and so forth; all readings are constantly variable." 

The strangest twist of all has been the acknowl
edgment by our liberal avant-garde brethren of the 
significance of the postmodern theological concept 
of deconstructionism/poststructuralism. Deconstruc
tion's project is to relativize the meaning of a biblical 



text by showing that the Bible has many other inter
pretations than that conveyed by the surface "mean
ing" in the text. Deconstruction's radical hermen
eutics strikes mortal blows at the integrity of the 
Bible's claim to divine truth. 

Derridean "Deconstrudionism" Addressed 
Tippens could not have been aware of the implica
tions of his 1987 and 1990 Christian Scholars Con
ference papers in introducing the philosophical and 
literary concepts of Jacques Derrida. The papers are 
titled "The Ethics of Interpretation: Jacques Derrida 
and Christian Values" and "Postmodern Theories of 
Interpretation: What They Say to Restorationists." 

Darryl Tip.pens has the scholarly credentials of an 
English scholar. This means that he has an adequate 
command of literary criticism and an adequate 
knowledge of philosophy which relates to literary 
criticism. There is an especially provocative state
ment in his esc paper with questions which demand 
answering. 

Just as 1859 is forever established as a critical 
date in European civilization marking Darwin's 
Origin of the Species - so in our time we may 
well look back upon 1967 as the date of momen
tous change in our civilization, for in that year 
jacques Derrida published three philosophical 
works in the United States: Speech Phenomena, 
~tings and Differences, and Of Grammatology. 

Dr. Tippens will have continuing cause to regret 
this statement because of a 1992 London Times ar
ticle and a letter signed by 19 scholars around the 
world. It seems that Cambridge dons and world-class 
scholars do not show this en~husiasm for Derrida's 
importance as a man of letters. But they do recognize 
his notoriety in the world community of scholars. 

And it is just at this point that "suspicion" of Dr. 
Tippens' analysis of Derridean philosophy kicks in. 
He is fully aware that deconstruction's radical her
meneutics strikes lethal blows at both conservative 
and liberal traditional exegeses of the Bible. 

Dr. Tippens makes a most provocative statement: 
"Deconstruction is maddening, but it is worth con
sidering." Just what does Tippens mean that decon
struction is worth considering in light of the fact that 
Derrida regards Scripture as man-made religious 
documents - not the Word of God? 

Then this puzzling statement: "In the academy, 
we need to answer Derrida (or reconcile Derrida) on 
philosophical grounds. This is the task for Christian 
scholars." How could this be so! Derrida does not 
need answering, but exposing. 

The Judging of Jacques Derrida 
The following information is extracted from a news 
story in the London Times, May 9, 1992, titled "A 
Storm in the Cloisters," and "Letters to the Editor." 
A campaign by the dons of Cambridge was underway 
to deny Derrida an honorary doctorate from Cam
bridge. Four dons stood up and cried non placet, 
"You must be joking!" The dons charged that 
Derrida's brand of deconstructionism questions the 
very notion of truth and dances playfully on the shift
ing sands of language. 

In the letter to the London Times, 19 scholars 
from around the world registered their objections to 
the tricks and gimmicks of Derrida which they 
claimed lacked the vigor and clarity of Anglo-Saxon 
thinking. Barry Smith, one of the signatories, said the 
honor would promote Derridean ideas, not least in 
the post-communist world, where the intellectuals 
were seeking a new guru to replace their fallen Marx
ist idiots. 

The judgment of the scholars is that Derrida's 
work is irrational and nihilistic. Derrida is a charla
tan who offers little more than semi-intelligible at
tacks upon the values of reason, truth, and scholar
ship. Had this writer inveighed earlier against Der
rida in such a manner before the Cambridge dons, I 
would have been summarily dismissed as an unin
formed conservative church of Christ "idiot." 

We are confident that Dr. Tippens would not 
have read his learned papers on Jacques Derrida 
could he have known of the concerted efforts of the 
Cambridge dons to discredit the scholarship of Der
rida. The CSC papers of Tippens will return to visit 
him in that all of his second thoughts cannot cancel 
out half a line. 

Some Questions for Brother Tippens 
We isolate particular statements of Tippens in order 
to raise pointed questions. We do not expect him to 
answer, but the reader will want to know why he 
does not. 

1. You say, "I believe that some versions of 
post-structuralist philosophy are a serious threat to 
Christianity." 

Question: Which versions are a threat, and which 
are not, and would you enlighten us further? 

2. You say, ''A full-blown deconstruction may 
well be the death of truth (if it exists)." 

Question: Would you explain this odd statement 
in the light of inerrant Scripture? (Is Dr. Tippens 
questioning the existence of truth as, let's say, Pilate 
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did? Just what is Dr. Tippens saying?) Postscript 
3. You say, "In the academy [our scholars on the 

cutting edge of postmodern scholarship], we need to 
answer Derrida (or reconcile Derrida) on philosophi
cal grounds. This is a critical task for Christian schol
ars today." 

Question: Dr. Tippens, take a lesson from the 
dons. Why is there a need to reconcile Derridean de
constructionism to the inerrant Word of God, or to 
Chaucer, or Shakespeare, or any masterpiece of 
world literature? Why do you praise him? 

I can fully appreciate brother Tippens' desire to be 
and to appear scholarly before our scholarly brethren 
who are now writing ·books on the "cutting edge" of 
postmodern theology. This is how the "paper chase" 
game is played. What I cannot stomach, just at that 
point, is why our liberal brethren start wallowing in 
sanctimonious piety right on the heels of their, less 
than subtle, deconstruction of Scripture? 

4. You say, "We cannot ignore postmodernism 
any more than the . church could ignore Galileo, 
Freud, or Darwin." 

Tippens concludes his CSC paper thus: 
Ultimately, we don't need a new hermeneutic or 
an old hermeneutic. We need a Savior, and we 
need a broken and contrite heart that confesses, 
'I can't figure all this out. God, please rescue me 
from this Babel.' 

Question: We understand what Dr. Tippens im
plies here. But are you saying we can not ignore Der
rida even after the Cambridge dons have trashed the 
validity of deconstructionism? 

To use a metaphor of Alexander Campbell, Dr. 

5. You say, "Deconstruction is maddening, but it 
is worth considering." 

Question: What part of deconstruction is worth 
considering? My view is that what is worth consider
ing is the exposing of this nonsense as the Cambridge 
scholars did in less than genial language. 

Tippens and his liberal brethren have rushed past 
Jerusalem and ended up in Babylon~ Their present 
salvation is to confess their sins to their gullible 
brethren who have swallowed every word they have 
said and ask God for forgiveness. Their "glass tow
ers" of postmodern scholarship offer no hiding 
places. 

3714~ Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 37215 

13th Annual Southwest Arkansas Lectures 

Friday, March 15 

The Sermon on the Mount - Matthew 5,6, 7 
March 15-16, 1996 

7:00 p.m ..................... Blessed Attitudes - Matt. 5:1-12 ............................... Robert R. Taylor Jr., Ripley, Tenn. 
8:00 p.m ..................... Salt and Light- Matt. 5:13-16 ............................................ Billy Bland, Memphis, Tenn. 

Saturday, March 16 
9:00 a.m ..................... Jesus and the Law of Moses- Matt. 5:17-20 ................................................. Billy Bland 

1 0:00 a.m ..................... Oaths and Retaliation - Matt. 5:33-42 ......................... Garland Elkins, Memphis, Tenn. 
11:00 a.m ..................... Lust and Divorce- Matt. 5:27-32 ..................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
2:00 p.m ..................... Reconciling Differences - Matt. 5:21-26 ............ Allen Weakland, Mineral Springs, Ark. 
3:00 p.m ..................... Almsgiving and Fasting- Matt. 6:1-4, 16-18 ......... Ted Clarke, Mammoth Springs, Ark. 
7:00 p.m ..................... Treasures of the Heart - Matt. 19-24 ............................. Wayne Coats, Mt. Juliet, Tenn. 
8:00 p.m ..................... Judging- Matt. 7:1-6, 15-20 ............................................. Keith Moser, Memphis, Tenn. 

Sunday, March 17 
9:00 a.m ..................... Love, the Golden Rule- Matt. 7:12; 5:43-48 ............................................... Keith Moser 

1 0:00 a.m ..................... First Things First - Matt. 6:25-34 ................................................................ Wayne Coats 
2:00 p.m ..................... Prayer- Matt. 6:5-15; 7:7-11 ............................................ Garry Stanton, Camden, Ark. 
3:00 p.m ..................... Obey for There Is No Other Way- Matt. 7:13-14, 21-27 ...... Kurt Nelson, Lincoln, Ark. 

1 0 March 1996 
Firm Foundation 

Cullendale Church of Christ 
2707 Mt. Holly Rd. • Camden, Arkansas 71701 • (501) 231·5228 

Garry Stanton • (501) 231-5357 

FF 



Missionary Page -Rod Rutherford, editor 

A History: Centre Church of Christ 
and Kiev Bible Institute 

By Roger Campbell and Jim Waldron 

The Centre Church of Christ began in Kiev, 
Ukraine, on Sept. 1, 1991, when 48 persons 
were baptized into Christ, having been taught 

by Ernest Burnette and Jim Waldron. During the first 
year the Centre congregation was served by Burnette, 
Waldron, Stephen Law, Robert Reece, Boyd Cribb, 
and others on a rotating basis. 

In September 1992 the Kiev Bible Institute was 
established with the goal of training local Christians. 
Waldron, who works with Bible training schools in 
both India and Pakistan, served as the director for the 
first two years. The Bible Institute is the work of the 
Centre church aided by sister congregations and indi
viduals from America. The Waldrons are sponsored 
by the Avondale church of Decatur, Ga. 

Also in September 1992 Kerry and Karla Sword 
moved to Kiev to work full-time with the Centre 
church. Brother Sword, in addition to his work with 
the church, immediately began a fu ll-time study of 
the Russian language. The Swords have two children: 
Savannah, 3, and Aaron, 1. They continue to work 
with the Centre church. The Swords are sponsored 
by the Pennville church in Summerville, Ga. 

In March of 1993 about 20 members from the 
Centre church went with Ernest and Carolyn 
Burnette to begin a new work on the east side of the 
Dnieper River, which flows through Kiev. The Left 
Bank congregation was started with the full backing 
and fellowship of the Centre church. Its attendance 
now runs about 30 on the Lord's day. In the summer 
of 1994 the Centre church sent one of its men to 
work with the Left Bank congregation for at least one 
year. In the latter part of 1993 the Burnettes spear
headed the establishment of the Lord's church in 
Cherkasse, a city about 120 miles south of Kiev. That 
congregation now has an attendance of about 70. 
The Burnettes, who have an insurance business in 
Lawrenceville, Ga., support themselves. 

In August 1993 one of the students after finishing 
his first year in the Bible Institute started a new con-

gregation in Belocirkof, a city which 
is two hours by train from Kiev. 
They have now baptized about 30, 
and they are doing wonderfully well 
without the regular help of any 
Americans. Robert Reece visits them 
on an annual basis. 

In August of 1993 the Roger 
Campbell family moved to Kiev to Rod Rr~ther(ord 
work with the Centre church and the Bible Institute. 
Roger, Donna, and children, Caleb, 15, Jacob, 13, 
Reagan 12, Rebekah, 11, moved to the Ukraine from 
Taiwan, where they lived and labored for over 10 
years. Campbell immediately began a full-time study 
of the Russian language, as well as teaching part time 
in the Bible school. He also served as assistant direc
tor. The Campbells are sponsored by the Viva Drive 
church, Truman, Ark. 

In September 1993 an evening school program 
was added to the curriculum of KBI. That same 
Autumn the first two converts from the conti

nent of Africa were baptized. A total of 10 men from 
Ghana and Nigeria have now been taught and bap
tized into Jesus. There is an excellent opportunity to 
work among the Africans who live and study in Kiev. 
Each week two special studies are conducted for 
them by Campbell and Sword. 

In July 1994 10 students, who had completed the 
two-year course in KBI graduated. It was a very spe
cial day in the history of the Centre church. There 
were seven women and three men in that class. The 
second graduation was held in December 1994 and 
six more graduated - four women and two men. 

Roger Campbell became director of the Institute 
in August 1994. Waldron now serves as his assistant. 
Later that year the first convert from Mainland 
China was baptized after having studied with brother 
Campbell for over a year. Altogether there are pres
ently three Chinese men who have been taught and 
baptized in the last five months. Campbell conducts a 
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weekly Chinese Bible study, and Lord willing, will 
soon begin a separate Lord's day service in Chinese. 

The Centre church is made up of Christians from 
seven nations: Ukraine, Russia, Ghana, Nigeria, 
China, Canada, and the U.S. The attendance has av
eraged about 140 over the past year. Sixteen have 
been baptized since Jan. 1, 1995, and there were 153 
present on April 9. Since its beginning the church has 
practiced discipline according to 2 Thessalonians 
3:6, "Withdraw from every brother who walks disor
derly" and, unfortunately, several have been disci
plined, but the church is stronger for it. 

There are presently 49 students in the Bible train
ing school, 16 of whom are men. Twenty-eight first
and second-year students study full-time, with an ad
ditional 16 studying in the evening school, and four 
in the third-year program for men. Most of the stu
dents are from the Ukraine, but there is one each 
from Russia and the United States. All students in the 
school are Christians. It is required that all incoming 
students have been baptized at least one year before 
admission. 

Full-time students in the school are in class 21 
hours per week with classes meeting Monday 

through Friday. The night-class students study 10 
hours per week, with classes meeting on Sundays, 
Wednesday, and Thursdays. The church has no build
ing of its own, so space has to be rented. At present 
all courses of KBI are conducted with an English to 
Russian translator. American preachers and teachers 
who have served on a short term basis are Tommy 
Alford, Mark Bass, Ernest Burnette, Wirt Co()k, 
Perry Cotham, Guy Dickenson, Fritz Erhart, David 
Lemmons, Charles Leonard, Jim Lewis, Bill Mead, 
Michael Millard, Chuck Northrop, Jim O'Conner, 
Frank Parker, Walter Pigg, Clifford Reel, Paul 
Scoggins, Ben Vick, Gary Workman, and Bobby 
Wood. Kerry Sword has filled in for some classes 
while engaged in his language studies. There are 
three faithful brothers who do the regular translat
ing. We use women translators for our women's 
classes. Sisters who have taught our ladies are Joanne 
Bass, Donna Campbell, Naomi Pigg, and Jean Reel. 
Katrinka Workman taught a series of classes for the 
women of the church. 

P. 0. Box 171, Kiev 
252 001 Ukraine 

Phone and Fax 7-044-517-0298 
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The second annual 

North East Oklahoma Lectures 
April12-14, 1996 

"Church Growth: At What Price?" 
Friday, Aprl/12 

7:00 p.m .................. Church Growth: At What Price? ........................................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
8:00 p.m .................. True Growth or Just Growing Fat: Does God Want a "Mega-Church"? ........................ Dub McClish 

Fellowship upstairs 
Saturday, April13 

9:00 a.m .................. Church Growth: God's Part ......................................................................................... Jesse Whitlock 
10:00 a.m .................. Church Growth: The Congregation's Part ........................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
11:00 a.m .................. Church Growth: The Christian's Part ................................................................................. Tom Bright 

Noon - Dinner upstairs 
1 :30 p.m .................. Question/Answer Panel ................................................................................... Bright, McClish, Price 
2:30 p.m .................. Gimmickry In Evangelism: Is There a Wrong Way to •evangelize"? ............................. Ted Thrasher 

15-mlnute break 
3:30 p.m .................. Practical Tools for Local Evangelism ................................................................... Men: Jack Williams 

......................................................................................................................... Women: Lana Williams 
4:30 p.m .................. Expedients In Evangelism: Are There Acceptable "New Things"? ................................. Wayne Price 

Sunday, Apr/114 
9:30 a.m .................. How Can I Grow Personally? ......................................................................................... Jack Williams 

10:30 a.m .................. My Family and Church Growth .......................................................................................... Marion Fox 
Dinner on your own 

2:00 p.m .................. Question/Answer Panel ....................................................................... Northrop, Thrasher, Whitlock 
3:00 p.m .................. What Can We Do to Help the Overseas Efforts? ............................................ Men: Chuck Northrop 

......................................................................................................................... Women: Jody Northrop 
15-mlnute break 

4:00 p.m .................. Growing "Other Plants•: "Para-Church• Organizations ..................................................... Marlon Fox 

Audio-video recordings available • Book displays • Some housing with area Chris/tans 

Lee & Walnut Church of Christ • P.O. Box 690 • Sapulpa, OK 74066 • (918) 224-2024 or 224-4376 
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Baptist Teacher at ACU 
By l. Toreador 

Tre Stephenville Empire-Tribune (Dec. 15, 
1995), in a story about Charles Hundley, 
claims Hundley: (1.) Is a Southern Baptist lay

man; (2.) Has taught Bible at the First Baptist Church 
of Marble Falls from 1960 to 1988; and (3.) Teaches 
United States history at ACU two nights a week, and 
has done so since 19 8 8. 

William E. Young, Director of Church Relations 
& Lectureship at Abilene Christian University, in
formed us by letter that he had no knowledge of the 
Stephenville Empire-Tribune article, but did send a 
statement of the general hiring policies of ACU. He 
wrote that the university 

hires only members of the churches of Christ as 
full-time faculty, ... but the school does from 
time to time use supply faculty who, in most 
cases, teach either overload sections or advanced 
courses requiring expertise they possessed. Such 
teachers are hired on a semester-by-semester ba
sis and are not on a tenure track. On occasion 
when no academically qualified church members 
are available to teach an overload section, or 
when a particular person has the expertise we 
need, the University will contract with people 
other than those in churches of Christ. There is a 
small number of these people, and combined 
they teach less than 1% of all classes taught at 
ACU in a given semester. 

We went back to the Stephenville newspaper ar
ticle (the article also appeared in The Baytown Sun 
and no telling where else) to check out the ACU ra
tionale for a Baptist on the part-time faculty. The ar
ticle informs that Charles Hundley is the Abilene In
dependent School District superintendent. He is a 
devout, high-pitched (maybe overpitched), the ar
ticle called him an "intense" Baptist layman with an 
honorary doctorate from Hardin Simmons. Above all 
else he wants to teach the Bible, says the news re
lease. If the story ended here, that would be of no 
concern to us, but it goes on and on and on and on. 

The unidentified author of the article says: 

Now word of his Bible expertise has spread 
outside Baptist circles. He recently found him
self teaching a four-week study on the mission
ary journeys of Paul in, of all places, the Church 
of Christ. 

In introducing Hundley to the Wednesday 
night worshippers at Minter Lane Church of 
Christ, worship leader Dr. jack Boyd quipped, 
'Mr. Hundley comes highly recommended by 
two highly-placed colleagues at ACU. When two 
Campbellites recommend a Southern Baptist to 
teach the Bible to us I figure we'd better listen.' 

The article goes on to praise Hundley as a dy
namic teacher with ability to sweep his audience 
along with him, and proved the point by noting the 
spontaneous applause of the Minter Lane brethren. It 
is inconceivable that such a man with such passion 
for teaching the Bible could make a presentation any
where and not work into the lesson "scripture, po
ems and quotes" that the newspaper reporter 
thought just sort of jumped out of Hundley's mouth. 

Dr. Jack Boyd returned to the podium, after the 
first Hundley presentation at Minter Lane, shaking 
his head and saying, "Wow!" Boyd, by the way, is on 
Abilene Christian University's faculty. His two un
named highly-placed colleagues that recommended 
Hundley must also be ACU faculty or administration, 
if the newspaper article is accurate. 

Now, as Paul Harvey would say, for the rest of the 
story. Since coming to Abilene in 1988 he's been 
teaching United States history at ACU two nights a 
week. 

Hundley says he considers Bible teaching "the 
greatest challenge of all because there is so much 
material to cover." After hours of preparation, 
Hundley says, "I just go and preach my guts out." 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 
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Commentary on Romans Reprinted 
"System of Salvation" 

verse by verse- 266 pages 
$7.95 postpaid 

Order from: 
James W. Boyd 
2710 South Chancery St. 
McMinnville, TN 37110 
(615) 668-4545 
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The Blood of Christ 
By Victor M. Eskew 

I. Introduction. 
A. Jesus shed blood at Gethsemane, in the halls of Pilate, and at Calvary. 
B. Christians remember his blood each Lord's Day. 
C. Peter called it "precious" blood (1 Pet. 1: 19). 

1. The word precious means "dear, valuable, costly." 
2. The blood of Jesus is invaluable. 

II. The Precious Blood of the Lamb. 
A. The blood was real. 

1. While on earth, Jesus had a human body of flesh, blood, and bones Qohn 1:14; Phil. 2:5-8; Luke 
24:39). 

2. Jesus' blood, like ours, was composed of red cells, white cells, platelets, and plasma. It was real 
blood. 

B. The blood was royal. 
1. He was of the house and lineage of David, whose dynasty continues to the end of time (Isa. 9:7; 

Luke 1:32-33). 
2. His kingship was mocked during his crucifixion (Mark 15:16-20). 
3. Jesus was raised from the dead to sit on his eternal throne (Dan. 7:13-14; Acts 2:32-36). 
4. Jesus is "King of kings and Lord of lords" (1 Tim. 6:15). 

C. The blood was innocent. 
1. Jesus did nothing wrong (He b. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:22). 

a. Judas said, "I have sinned in that I have betrayed innocent blood" (Matt. 27:4). 
b. The wife of Pilate said, "Have nothing to do with this just man" (Matt. 27:19). 
c. Pilate said, "I find no fault in this man" (Luke 23:4). 
d. Pilate also said, "I am innocent of the blood of this just person" (Matt. 27:24). 

2. The people who knew Jesus best could not convict him of sin Oohn 8:46). 
3. If the enemies of Jesus could not convict him of sin, who can? 

D. The blood was substitutionary. 
1. Jesus gave himself for us (Titus 2:14). 
2. Jesus "bare our sins in his own body" (1 Pet. 2:24). 
3. Jesus "washed us from our sins in his own blood" (Rev. 1:5). 
4. Jesus' stripes heal us (lsa. 53:5). 

E. The blood is satisfying. 
1. God is holy (holiness is a general term for moral excellence). 

a. "The Lord our God is holy" (Psa. 99:9). 
b. "Holy and reverend is his name" (Psa. 111 :9). 
c. His pure eyes cannot behold evil (Hab. 1:13). 
d. Men fear God because he is holy (Rev. 15:4). 

2. The holiness of God demands that sin be punished. 
a. God is just and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus (Rom. 3:26). 
b. God cannot tolerate evil. 
c. God must judge and condemn sin. 
d. God can justify sin only by the merit of a substitutionary sacrifice. 
e. God can only be just if he forgives by a blood sacrifice, because "the blood of it is for the life 

thereof" (Lev. 17:14). 
3. Jesus' blood satisfied the demands of divine justice. 

a. Jesus was made a sin-sacrifice for us, though he knew no sin (2 Cor. 5 :21). 
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b. Jesus became an "offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour" (Eph. 5 :2). 
F. The blood of Jesus was effective. 

1. It cleanses from sin (Matt. 26:28; 1 John 1:7). 
2. It redeems from sin (Eph. 1: 7). 
3. It gives life to the dead (Eph. 2:4-5; 1 John 5: 11). 
4. It purchased the church (Acts. 20:28). 
5. It was shed once, never to be shed again (He b. 10: 11-12). 

III. Conclusion. 
A. The blood of Jesus is precious. 
B. His blood is real, royal, innocent, substitutionary, satisfying, and effective. 
C. We remember his blood each Lord's Day. 25 Railroad Ave. 

Pocahontas, TN 38061 
Fp 

Human Fickleness 
By Frank Chesser 

The man at Lystra had been a "cripple from his 
mother's womb" (Acts 14:8). He had never 
experienced the simple joy of walking. With 

wishful, longing, envious eyes, he could only watch 
while other children ran and played. Now a man, he 
listened intently as Paul preached. The faith that 
comes by hearing settled in his heart. Discerning the 
presence thereof, Paul with God as the source, gave 
life and strength to impotent limbs and with inde
scribable joy, he "leaped and walked" (Acts 14:10). 

In an emotional frenzy, the people of Lystra 
robed Paul and Barnabas in the mental garb of deity, 
named them after their gods, and were scarcely re
strained from expressing homage at their feet with 
sacrificial oxen. While still encompassed in the aura 
of worship, certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium 
arrived in Lystra, incited the people, and "having 
stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he 
had been dead" (Acts 14: 19). Human fickleness 
drove the people from a desire to worship Paul and 
Barnabas to attempted murder. 

God terminated Israel's bondage in Egypt with a 
massive exhibition of divine power. However, just 72 
hours was sufficient to supplant gratitude and a song 
of praise with a critical heart and murmuring spirit 
(Ex. 15 :22-24). 

Israel fled in horror as God devoured Korah and 
company in the heart of the earth and consumed 25 0 
of their princes with fire. However, one night was 
ample time to dissipate their fear and revive their re
lentless spirit of rebellion (Num. 16). Human fickle
ness reached its climax when "Hosana to the Son of 

David" (Matt. 21:9), was converted into the most 
horrendous cry of the ages, "Crucify Him, crucify 
Him" (Luke 23:21). 

The vacillating spirit is a human scourge. Elders 
who love God, truth, and the souls of men have often 
been prayed for on Sunday and cursed on Monday. 
Preachers endeavoring to proclaim the whole counsel 
of God have frequently sailed on the ship of human 
praise one week and then been forced to ride on the 
Mayflower moving van the next. Arrows of commen
dation and condemnation come forth from the same 
quiver. "Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing 
and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so 
to be" Oames 3:10). 39 Andress 

Jacksonville, FL 32208 

Seventeenth 
Annual Lectureship 

"Great Texts of the Old Testamenr 

April 17-21, 1996 

From 9:30 a.m. through evening service. 
Lunch served. 

Phillips Street Church of Christ 
912 Phillips Street 

Dyersburg, Tennessee 38024 
For information • (901) 285-5666 

FF 
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15th Annual 
South1Nest Lectures 

April14·17, 1996 

''Precious Bible, Book Divine'' 

Saturday, April 13 ................................................ Youth Day ........ ; .............................................. John Moore 
Sunday, Aprll14 

9:30a.m. ........... Precious Bible -Its Origin and Mission (Bible study) ............................................................ Perry D. Cotham 
10:30 a.m .•.•.•...•.• Precious Bible - The Importance of Study ............................. ~ ........................ _ ................................... Gary Colley 
2:00 p.m.-- Area-wide singing 
6:00 p.m. ........... Precious Bible - All-sufficient for the Pattern ... _ ................................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
7:00p.m. ........... Precious Bible- AU-sufficient for Christian Education ............ _ ......................................... Joseph D. Meador 

Monday, April 15 
9:00 a.m. ........... Precious Bible - AU-sufficient for the Holy Spirit's Operation .................................... - ............ Tom Bright 

10:00 a.m. ........... Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Repentance ................................................................................................. Joe Cox 
Ladies: OlJ the Road to Evangelism ........................................................................................................... Cindy Colley 

11:00 a.m. ........... Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Confessing Christ ......................................................................... Dave Rogers 
1:30 p.m. ........... Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Teaching the Necessity of Baptism ..................................... Glenn Colley 
2:30 p.m. ........... Discussion Forum ............................................................................................................................................. Bright/Dobbs 
6:15 p.m ............ Singing 
7:00 p.m.-- Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Faith ................ -..-........................................................................ Jerry Moffitt 
8:00p.m ............ Precious Bible- Inspired, Inerrant, Infallible .................................................................................. Johnny Ramsey 

Tuesday, April 16 
9:00 a.m. --Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Christian living ....................................................................... Bill Lockwood 

10:00 a.m. ........... Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Good Works .................................................................................. Dub McClish 
Ladies: The Great Divide ............................................................................................................................... Cindy Colley 

11:00 a.m. ........... Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Teaching About Worship ...................................................... Bob Patterson 
1:30 p.m ............ Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Teaching About the Church .......................................................... Paul Sain 
2:30p.m ............ Discussion Forum ..................................................................................................................................... Lockwood/Cates 
4:00 p.m ............ SWSBS Supporters Dinner 
6:15 p.m ............ Singing 
7:00p.m. ........... Precious Bible- All-sufficient for Teaching About Evangelism ..................................................... Curtis Cates 
8:00 p.m .....•.....• Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Teaching About Edification ................................................... Glenn Colley 

Wednesday, April 17 
9:00 a.m. _Precious Bible - All-sufficient for the Role of Men in Public Worship .................................. Bob Patterson 

10:00 a.m ............ Precious Bible - All-sufficient for the Role of Women in Public Worship .................................... AI Macias 
11:00 a.m ............ Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Teaching About the Christian Home ....................................... Tim Ayers 
1:30 p.m. ........... Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Our Mission in the World ........................................................ Curtis Cates 
2:30 p.m. ........... Discussion Forum ..................................................................................................................................... Cates/Lockwood 
6:15 p.m ..•..•....•. Singing 
7:00 p.m ............ Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Teaching About the Lord's Second Coming .............. Bill Lockwood 
8:00 p.m. ........... Precious Bible - All-sufficient for Judgment .................................... _ ........................................................ Paul Sain 

RV hookups available • Audio/video tapes available • Lectureship books available 
Brotherhood displays (on prior approval) 

-Gary Colley, Director-

Southwest Church of Christ 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 
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Personal and Public DiHerences 
By James S. McDonald Jr. 

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy brother 
hath ought against thee; Leave there thy 

gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be rec
onciled to thy brother, and then come and offer 
thy gift" (Matt. 5:23-24). 

This passage says that if one Christian has a prob
lem with another Christian, he should reconcile the 
difference with his brother on an individual basis. 
Jesus was talking about personal differences. If the 
difference is private, let it be settled privately. 

Paul was concerned with this problem when he 
learned that in the Corinthian church members were 
going to law against each other. He wrote, "But 
brother goeth to law with brother, and that before 
the unbelievers. Now therefore there is utterly a fault 
among you, because ye go to law one with another. 
Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not 
rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?" (1 Cor. 
6:6-7). Again, Paul is concerned about individuals 
solving individual problems individually. 

Jesus said, "Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 

against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee 
and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained 
thy brother" (Matt. 18: 15). Jesus was concerned 
with individual or private differences. "But if he will 
not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, 
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. And if he shall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to 
hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen 
man and a publican" (vv. 16-17) . 

If the matter cannot be resolved privately, it must 
be brought to the attention of the local assembly. 

Some take these passages out of context and mis
apply them to matters of doctrinal differences affect
ing the whole church. Doctrinal differences are not 
private, but matters of public and urgent concern. 
Those who taught things contrary to the doctrine of 
Christ were guilty of public sin and were hand led 
under a different set of commands. 

Paul told Timothy of some who put away their 
faith and made shipwreck the faith of others. T hen 
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Paul named names: "Hymenaeus and Alexander; 
whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may 
learn not to blaspheme" (1 Tim. 1: 18-20). 

In 2 Timothy 2:16-18, Paul warns against pro
fane and vain babbling, for "their word wiH eat as 
doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 
Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the 
resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith 
of some." 

Hymenaeus and Philetus were false teachers who 
were overthrowing the faith of others. It was impera-

tive that doctrinal error be dealt with urgently to 
avoid damage to the unsuspecting. 

Paul marked Demas for his worldliness and de
parture from the faith (2 Tim. 4:10). Paul marked 
Demas, told others to avoid him, but did not chase 
Demas over the countryside to talk to him privately. 

There are two rules concerning how we deal with 
a brother with whom we have a difference: 1) private 
differences; and 2) doctrinal matters which affect the 
safety and the faith of others. 711 O'Hara Rd. 

Middleburg, FL 32068-6860 
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What About Cornelius? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The account of the conversion of Cornelius 
gives understanding in two areas often mis
represented. 

•The only condition of eternal salvation is being 
morally upright and doing good to others. 

•The reception of the Holy Spirit signifies salva
tion. 

The report of the conversion of Cornelius proves 
these sentiments to be wrong. Consider first the mis
understanding that if a person has in his life any in
fluence of the Holy Spirit, that person is in a saved 
condition. 

One writer, in criticizing the idea that in convic
tion, conversion, and edification the Holy Spirit 
works only through the Word, pointed out that in 
Acts 2:41 people received the Word before they were 
baptized. He then correctly stated, "They did not and 
could not become sons of God ... before their bap
tism. Before becoming 'sons of God' these were, 
clearly, 'sons of the devil.'" The writer was horrified 
at the thought. He could not accept the Holy Spirit 
coming upon a child of the devil. 

If the Holy Spirit exerts an influence through the 
Word in bringing an alien sinner to conviction, faith, 
repentance, confession, and baptism, then he is ex
erting an influence on a child of the devil. So what? 
Why should it be thought incredible that the Spirit 
can be received by one who is outside of Christ and 
the church? 

Look at the facts in the case of the conversion of 
Cornelius: 1 . 

• He was told to send to Joppa for Peter "Who 
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shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy 
house shall be saved" (Acts 1,1:14). 

• Peter then explains, '~d as I began to speak, 
the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the be
ginning" (Acts 11: 15). 

• Peter says that God gave to them (Cornelius, 
his family and friends) "the like gift" as that re
ceived by the apostles in the beginning of the 
gospel (Acts 11: 17). 

Cornelius received the gift of the Holy Spirit, just 
as the apostles had received it (poured out from 
heaven) and this caused Peter to remember "the word 
of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized 
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost" (Acts 11: 16). 

Cornelius received a baptism with the Holy 
Ghost while Cornelius was a child of the devil! He 
received the gift of the Spirit before he heard the 
Word of salvation. The Spirit came upon him as Peter 
"began to speak." Not after the sermon, nor even in 
the middle of it, but at the first word of Peter's les
son. Since faith comes by hearing the Word of God, 
he received the Spirit before he had faith in Jesus as 
the Son of God. The gift of the Spirit was poured out 
on Cornelius before he repented and while he was 
still in his sins. It was after the reception of the Spirit 
that Peter commanded Cornelius and his group to be 
baptized (for the remission of sins). 

No one was ever commanded to receive the Holy 
Spirit for salvation, except as the Spirit operates 
through the Word of truth. There is an influence of 
the Spirit in the life of the sinner prior to conversion. 



The lost person hears the Word, which is the sword of 
the Spirit, and believes that Jesus is God. His faith 
then causes him to agonize over his sins and repent. 
His decision to turn from wrong to right is a fruit of 
the Spirit in his life. He obeys the Lord's command to 
be baptized and his human spirit is born again in the 
water - born of the water and spirit, without which 
he cannot enter the kingdom Gohn 3:5). 

After conversion, the child of God continues to 
have the influence of the Spirit in his life through the 
Word, which alone is sufficient to make the man of 
God complete in the sight of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
The Spirit through instruction of the Word leads the 
disciple of God to manifest and increase in love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, and temperance, which is the fruit or gift 
of the Spirit in his life. He is influenced by the Spirit 
before his baptism and the influence continues after 
his baptism. As he lives for truth and right, the living 
hope of eternal glory burns brightly in his soul. The 
saint has instruction in righteousness, reproof and 
correction when he goes astray, and the assurance of 
everlasting peace. All of this is accomplished by God 
the Spirit through the Word. What more is possible or 
needed for salvation? 

The other lesson from the conversion of Corne
lius which I wish to emphasize is that goodness and 
benevolence do not equate to salvation. In concluding 
the public forum with Rubel Shelly and a Muslim 
minister, a Jewish layman said: 

While we cannot agree on all of the questions 
we've discussed tonight, nor should we, nor 
should we paper over those differences, we can 
agree - we have agreed - that there are things 
this world needs from all of us. There are those 
out there who are hungry. There are those who 
are homeless. There are those without physical or 
emotional clothing. And life provides every one 
of us an opportunity to help them. And if we ac
cept that challenge and use the abilities that God 
has given us to make the difference, then I believe 
that whatever afterlife exists out there, all of us 
will have a free path to the inside. 

The idea the rabbi projected on the participants 
and the audience was that the only condition of an 
inside path to the afterlife is being good and feeding 
the hungry. We do not deprecate the need for visiting 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction - we 
cannot be pleasing to God if we ignore the needs of 
the poor - but neither must we leave the impression 
that all who respond to pitiful appeals will be saved 
on the basis of benevolence alone. 

You can have a benevolent program without a 

cross, but you cannot have salvation without the 
cross. Eternal salvation is only in Jesus (Acts 4: 12). 
This was the point Paul made in Jewish synagogues 
that caused some of them to stone him. He pulled no 
punches, but made it plain that acceptance with God 
is absolutely dependent upon accepting Jesus. Paul 
knew the pain it would cause him, but he never al
lowed the impression to be left that all you have to 
do to be saved is throw money at a bum on a street 
corner. He always made it crystal clear that all of 
God's blessing are in Jesus and only in Jesus. 

Those who have been redeemed by the blood of 
the lamb will feed the hungry and give drink to the 
thirsty, but that alone is not the basis of their salva
tion. If it is, then Cornelius did not need the preach
ing of Peter. He feared God and gave money to the 
poor before he heard the gospel. He was a good man 
who helped others, but he was lost. An angel of God 
told him to send for Peter "who shall tell thee words, 
whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved" (Acts 
11:14). Though devout, prayerful and benevolent, 
he needed to be saved. He was good and lost. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Super Bowl Night 
By Jerry MoffiH 

Well, after the latest Super Bowl reports con
tinue to come in of churches who called 
off services during the game or dismissed 

services to the home, or changed their worship time. 
In this article I want to present some reasons why I'm 
glad we met as usual. 

A Religion of Convenience 
Christianity was never meant to be a religion of con
venience. In fact, the way to heaven is so narrow and 
straightened that definite steps were taken by the 
Lord to ensure that it would never be thought of as a 
religion of convenience and accommodation (Matt. 
7:13-14). 

A man said he would follow Jesus anywhere. 
Jesus said, "the foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
heaven have nests; but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head" (Matt. 8:19-20). Another 
wanted to first bury his father and Jesus said, "Leave 
the dead to bury their own dead" (Luke 9:60). An
other just wanted to go tell his family good-bye. But 
Jesus said, "No man, having put his hand to the plow, 
.and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God" 
(Luke 9:61-62). If we preach all that and live the op
posite are we not hypocrites? Jesus said agonize to 
enter the narrow door (Luke 13:24). 

Does moving or discontinuing worship of the 
most High God to accommodate a television sport's 
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program smack of "striving to enter the narrow 
door." Does it display burning zeal? 

The Kingdom and Righteousness First 
Even in a contest between food and clothing and all 
the necessities of life opposite to the kingdom of God 
those necessities came second. Jesus said, "But seek 
ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33). 

Is putting a football game ahead of a worship op
portunity putting the kingdom first? In this instance 
who got bumped? Who had to give place and move? 
Who got second place and had to be rescheduled? 

Example to Children 
Children look to their parents for an example in how 
to serve God. Paul said, "That ye be not sluggish, but 
imitators of them who through faith and patience in
herit the promises" (Heb. 6: 12). What message do we 
send children when little league, scouts, school, and a 
Super Bowl game take precedence over worship? Did 
not God take a back seat to sports? If the Lord came 
that very hour where would you rather have been; 
doesn't that tell you something? By moving or chang
ing worship did we teach our children, zeal, self-de
nial, and commitment? Did we show them what's 
most important? Did we help them go to heaven? 

Strong Convidions 
Early Christians died without protest because of 
what they believed. Paul said they were tortured, 
scourged, imprisoned, and some Old Testament 
saints were even sawed asunder (Heb. 11 :34-40). He 
said, "It hath been granted in the behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer in his be
half" (Phil. 1:29). Ask yourself: Does changing ser
vices for the Super Bowl smack more of strong con
victions or weak convictions? Do we say, "Lord, 
don't give me suffering, a cross, death, persecution, 
agony, and sacrifice." Are we willing to forsake fa
ther, mother, brethren and children for the sake of 
the kingdom? 

I'm glad our services were not affected by the 
Super Bowl. P. 0. Box 1275 

Portland. TX 78374 
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legislative Alert 
By Michael B. Willey 

0 n Tuesday, January 30, 1996, the Judiciary 
Committee of the Tennessee State Senate 
took up discussions on Senate Bill No. 2305. 

The bill prohibits same-sex marriages in Tennessee. It 
also prevents Tennessee from recognizing same-sex 
marriages performed in other states. 

Under a legal rule called comity, marriages recog
nized by any state of the union must be sanctioned by 
all other states. The policy of denying marriage li
censes to homosexual couples is under review in sev
eral states. If just one state approves homosexual 
marriage, it will become legal in all states because of 
comity of states. 

The Bible condemns same sex marriage relation
ships as a sin (1 Cor. 6:9), and as a perversion of hu
man sexuality (Rom. 1 :26-27). Homosexual practice 
undermines traditional family values. From the be
ginning God intended that marriage involve one man 
and one woman for life. 

And he answered and said unto them, Have ye 
not read, that he which made them at the begin
ning made them male and female, and said, For 
this cause shall a man leave father and mother, 
and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall 
be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, 
but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together, let no man put asunder (Matt. 19:4-6). 

God fearing men and women should applaud leg
islators seeking to protect the family unit which is the 
basic building block of society and the church. 

Every state should follow the lead of Tennessee 
and enact laws to preserve the family and outlaw ev
ery threat to the home as God would have it. 

Several major United States corporations have 
begun to grant to same-sex couples the rights and 
privileges of those lawfully married. Among Ameri
can companies that have announced a policy of giv
ing recognition to homosexual couples is Hertz Rent 
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A Car. In a policy revlSlon statement Hertz an
nounces: ''A Domestic Partner is now included as an 
AO/AAO category and in the qualifications. A Do
mestic partner is defined as 'A partner of the same or 
opposite sex (not a relative) who permanently resides 
at the same address as the renter."' If this offends 
you, write Hertz Worldwide customer Relations, P.O. 
Box 26120, Oklahoma City, OK 73126. Other U.S. 
companies recognizing "Domestic Partners," in one 
way or another include AT&T and Disney. 

A protest is in order. 1109 Maplehurst Ln. 
Nashville, TN 37204 

(Editor's comment: It has been observed that 
"evil triumphs when good people do nothing.'' To al
low immoral marriages to be sanctioned by govern
ment and business without protest is to be a partaker 
in the evil deed. Your children are in peril- Dobbs.) 
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Thoughts for Christian Women -Irene C. Taylor, editor 

The Rush Hour 
By Luann Rogers 

I'm in a hurry to get things done. I 
rush and rush until life's no fun. Alii really 
gotta do is live and die, but I'm in a hurry 

and don't know why" (country and western 
song). 

We all- wives, mothers, employees - feel these 
sentiments at times. Why are we in a hurry, and why 
do we fill our schedules and say no to good works 
and Christian service? 

We have a saying at home when someone is late: 
"They are running on Irish time." During a gospel 
meeting in Northern Ireland we were amazed and 
refreshed by the casual attitude of our Irish brethren 
toward time. Sunday morning worship started 30 
minutes late. When we asked why, we learned that 
"everyone wasn't here yet." They were waiting on a 
sister who they knew would be there. 

Rushing around seems to be an American trait. 
Since women entered the labor force in large num
bers, we think our calendars must he filled with ac
tivities (husband's, children's, and our own). 

We never have an "unplanned" moment. An end
less stream of books and seminars (including some in 
the church) propose to teach us "time and stress man
agement." I propose that if we did not struggle to fill 
every waking moment with specific duties and tasks 
to accomplish, we would have no stress to manage. 

Don't get me wrong. Planning is good. I know 
from personal experience that as children grow and 
our husband becomes busier, you have to make plans 
to keep everyone "on track." This is true whether 
you work in or out of the home. 

Something is wrong, though, when we schedule 
for the sake of scheduling and the schedule becomes 
our God. 

We have no time to help our children's school 
teachers. We have no time to help our neighbors. We 
have no time to teach the lost. We have no time to 
feed the hungry. We have no time to study the Bible, 
or even to pray. We have no time because we are too 
busy scheduling our time. 

We teach ourselves to say no, when we should be 
saying yes. Good works are the very reason for our 
creation and re-creation. We are "created in Christ 
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Jesus unto good works, which God hath before or
dained that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2:10). 

"Priorities" is an important word for godly 
women. We know the Scripture says "seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness" (Matt. 6:33). 

Are we like the Israelites who asked for a king 
when they needed a prophet? Are we busy planning, 
organizing - scheduling - when we ought to be 
working? You will not have a second chance to visit 
that friend in the hospital, or fix food for a funeral. 
When your husband needs attention and affection, 
are you too busy or too tired for him? We must fol
low Psalm 46: 1 which tells us to "Be still, and know 
that I am God." 

Why are we in such a hurry? And what are we in 
a hurry about? Do you suppose Dorcas ever told 
someone she was too busy? "Be not weary in well 
doing" (Gal. 6 :9), but be weary of busy work that has 
no real purpose. 

A sure sign that our schedules are too full is when 
we have no time for family. Your husband should be 
your most valued treasure; put your marriage above 
everything. Let us never be so schedule-bound that 
we have no time for impulse. 

Thoughts for a Busy Mother 
If I can't find the time to mop the floor, who will 

remember or care? 
If I don't patch the holes in their old blue jeans, 

they can wear another pair. 
But if I forget to wipe a tear or kiss an injured 

knee; 
To cheer a frown, turn it upside down, till 

they're chuckling with glee. 
If I miss the chance to see the world thru pre

cious little eyes -
a dandelion, a crawly bug, a rainbow in the 
skies. 

Then I've missed the chance to share the day 
with one I hold most dear. 

For God was knocking at my heart and I was too 
busy to hear. 

A final and important result of a hurried life is 
that we neglect ourselves. We need rest and reflec
tion. Stress and anxiety go hand-in-hand with a tight 
schedule. When we use our emotional reserves in 



"keeping busy" tempers are short, others are hurt 
by harsh words and actions, and we make mistakes. 

Jesus and his apostles needed to rest and reflect 
at times. They got away from the crowd on occa
sion (Mark 6:31). If we have no retreat time for 
ourselves, we rob God. 

The household revolves around wife and mother. 
The husband is the head, but the mother sets the tone 
and atmosphere - whether for good or for ill. 

725 S.E. Sullivan Dr. 
Lawton~ OK 73501 
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Gratitude at the Soup Line 
By Dennis D. Dillon 

While traveling the open spaces of West 
Texas, I heard radio talk show hosts dis
cussing the American economy. A caller 

asked, "If we experienced another great depression, 
what would be the difference from the first one?" 
The reply was: "There would be no gratitude at the 
soup line." 

Gratitude is pushed into the background of 
American thought. Our generation demands rights. It 
adamantly advocates that everyone should realize the 
"American dream" (whatever that is), regardless of 
the effort, or lack of effort, to attain that dream. 

We wish ingratitude affected only the worldly, 
but it is not so. The church is affected. The proof is in 
the pudding. Christians want to go to heaven one 
day. Yet, do we appreciate what God has done 
through his beloved Son? 

Our day-to-day requests to God are to be made 
with thanksgiving (Phil. 4:6). An appreciative heart 
glorifies God (2 Cor. 4: 15). 

Are we thankful for the assembly of the saints 
(Heb. 10:24-25)? Do we give thanks for other saints 
(v. 24)? Do we remember and appreciate what the 
Lord's death means? 

It seems that some believers think heaven will be 
theirs by right. Many live like the lost but want the 
reward of the saved! 

By his divine power God has given his spiritual 
children "all things that pertain to life and godliness" 
(2 Pet. 1:3). We have "exceeding great and precious 
promises" (2 Pet. 1:4). 

Shouldn't God's children be more grateful? No 
gratitude at the soup line may be our problem. 

205 5th St. 
Farwell, TX 79325 

(Editor,s mouth, again: Brother Dillon has given 
us some things to think about. We also think about 
some sub-lunary things -- like should the directors of 

ACU and the administration and faculty feel a twinge 
of gratitude for those noble souls who did without 
frills to finance the school so the kids could have an 
education in a Christian environment. The founders 
of ACU thought instrumental music in worship of 
God is sinful. They thought the church is one, and de
nominationalism is wrong. They thought the believer 
must be baptized to be saved. They thought baptism is 
unto the remission of sins. They even thought the 
Bible is the very Word of the Almighty and therefore 
e"or free. Our question is: Does it bother their con
science that the school today is advocating that in
strumental music is a side issue, that baptism is be
cause of the remission of sins, that the denominations 
are as sanctified as the church, and that people plead
ing for the old paths are "anti-philosophical, anti
theological, and anti-educationar' fundamentalists? 
Where, oh where, did the gratitude go? Indeed, where 
did common decency go? We dare not ask where com
mon sense has gone? Is there no gratitude in the soup 
&en Fp 
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Potpourri ••. 
Continue means to go on with a particular ac 

tion; persist; to exist over a long period; to 
remain in the same state, capacity, or place; to 

carry forward. 
We are pleased to say that the Firm Foundation 

continues to continue. It has existed over a long pe
riod and is dedicated to the old paths and therefore 
to remaining in the one faith. We shall never waver 
nor retreat, because we stand on the immutable word 
of an unchanging God. Our readers know and appre
ciate our commitment to eternal verities. The gospel 
is the "gospel truth." Some of our readers encourage 
us with words of commendation, such as: "The De
cember issue is one of the best yet. May you have 
many more wonderful years. In a world awash with 
liberalism, we appreciate the firm stand you take .... 
Very much enjoy the articles in the Firm Foundation 
and the effort to follow in the old paths .... I was 
given your publication by a fri end- undoubtedly one 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism-

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman, Paul Kidwell Sr. 
(formerly of "Seed Sowing"), and Jim Tittle 

• Literature and Campaigns: Ed Crookshank 
and Rod Rutherford 

• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 

• Bible Questions: David Amos and Roy J. Hearn 

Under the oversight o f Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 

Write: Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Call: Literature and Campaigns- (601) 895-9740 
Broadcasting - (601) 893-1015 

of the finest presents I've ever received ... thank you 
for the great work you are doing .. . I appreciate the 
Firm Foundation, especially the articles written by 
brother Adron Doran and brother J. E. Choate. I've 
been preaching the gospel for 61 years." We could go 
on and on, but this gives a sample of the encouraging 
words we daily receive. Thank you. 

Deaths 
~We have received notice of the passing of 

brother Chester Boyd Sellers, an elder of the Colum
bus Avenue Church of Christ. He was well known 
throughout Central Texas as a strong defender of the 
truth. Joe Keys, minister for the Columbus Avenue 
church, wrote: "With C. B. Sellers one could readi ly 
see by his cheerful disposition, his compassionate 
and gentle spirit, and his loving nature that the con
cerns of God's heart were his concerns as well." 

@We are also advised that George Franklin 
Bertine II made his departure for an unseen world 
Jan. 2, 1996, at age 83. In 1686, his ancestors, Pierre 
and Judith LeRoy Bertine came from Rochelle, 
France to Narragansett, R.I., and then to Rochelle, 
N.Y., as one of the first Hugenot families to enter 
America. He was a long-time member of the Pearl 
Street church in Denton, where he taught, led singing 
and served in many ways to spread the gospel. 

Announcement 
@james L. Meadows, well-known brotherhood 

author, lecturer and preacher, became Director of 
East Tennessee School of Preaching, Knoxville, Tenn. 
in January 1996. Meadows has preached in Tennes
see, Kentucky, and South Carolina. He is the author 
of 37 books for classroom and private study. He will 
be available for meetings and lectureships and may be 
contacted in care of the school at 6608 Beaver Ridge 
Road, Knoxville, Tennessee 3 7931. 

Telling the Truth 
@Lynne V. Cheney was talking about political 

and educational matters, but the statement is wise 
and may have an app lication to religion. Cheney 
wrote: "The idea that there is no enduring truths, 
only politically useful notions- no overarching prin
ciples, only the interests of the moment - is invading 
our culture. We worry whether schools will pass 
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along an accurate history to our children. We wonder 
if our children will appreciate the importance of rea
son and evidence. We ask how our children will learn 
to work hard and strive for excellence when ideas 
like merit and quality are impugned .... The idea of 
responsibility - of being accountable for one's ac
tions - becomes meaningless if we can constantly re
write the past. The notion of compassion assumes a 
real world in which the pain of others, hurting them 
as much as our pain hurts us, deserves our sympa
thetic understanding" (Reader's Digest, Jan. 96). 

Interesting 
@Playboy asked all of the Republican presiden

tial candidates and House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
whether public schools should teach creationism. All 
declined to answer the question. 

@In Swaziland a member of parliament blamed 
the country's drought on the fact that women no 
longer cover their heads. He said the women have 
angered the nation's ancestors by defying tradition. 

$In Fernandina Beach, Florida a judge has 
thrown out a city ordinance that made it illegal for 
politicians to lie. The judge termed the law a "bla
tant" violation of the First Amendment. 

Brown 
Trail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

P.O. Box 210667-Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 
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@OSHA threatened to sue a Boise plumbing con
tractor because its employees didn't use approved re
suscitation techniques when they pulled a worker 
from a mud-filled ditch and saved his life. 

@Amsale Neguissie, a Coptic Christian, is taking 
advantage of the last Fallasha Jew leaving Ethiopia by 
portraying Jewishness for tourist dollars. She greers 
visitors with a "Shalom," recites gibberish that she 
pretends is the Torah, and shows off Judaic souve
nirs, including a Star of David with legs and a face. 

@According to liberals, America is so intolerant 
that many people lie about their sexual preference, 
saying they're straight when th~y're really gay. No 
one told super-model Rachel Williams, who an
nounced that she was coming out of the closet as a 
lesbian, then later admitted that she was pregnant and 
considering a marriage proposal from her, uh, boy
friend. Oscar Wilde put it best in The Importance Of 
Being Earnest: "I hope you have not been leading a 
double life, pretending to be wicked and being really 
good all the time. That would be hypocrisy." 

New York, New York 
$In Niagara Falls, N.Y., Roosevelt Posey beat up 

a woman on the street whom he mistook for his miss
ing wife. Mrs. Posey bailed him out of jail and ex
plained, "This proves he loves me." 

Pa11ots or Prodaimers? 
@joel Belz (World Magazine, Nov. 25, 1995) 

wrote: "As Christians take issue with culture, it will 
most often be the case that our conflicts are with con
temporary liberalism, the dominant culture for the 
last several generations. The agenda in subjects like 
economics, political theory, feminism, homosexual 
rights, and environmentalism has been firmly set by 
liberals who are openly skeptical of biblical truth. 
That's why the battle confronting Christians will so 
often be with unbelieving liberals." 

Bennett Speaks Out 
@William J. Bennett holds a Ph.D. in philosophy 

from the university of Texas and a law degree from 
Harvard University. He is the author of The Book of 
Virtues. He wrote recently (Imprimis, November 
1995), "The enervation of strong religious beliefs -

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather-$22.50 

Postage Appreciated 

-Elbert R. Garretson-
I2Io 9th Ave. • Delano, CA 93215 • (805) 721-8925 



in both our private lives as well as our public conver
sations - has demoralized society. We ignore religion 
and its lessons at our peril. But instead of according 
religion its proper place, much of society ridicules 
and disdains it, and mocks those who are serious 
about their faith. In America today, the only respect
able form of bigotry is bigotry directed against reli
gious believers. This antipathy toward faith cannot 
be explained by the well-publicized moral failures 
and financial excesses of a few leaders or charlatans 
or by the censoriousness of some of their followers. 
No, the reason for the hatred of faith is because it 
forces modern man to confront matters he would 
prefer to ignore." 

Arnold's Comment 
OCharles A. Arnold of Highland Park, Calif., re

acted to an article titled "Christmas" (Firm Founda
tion, Dec. 1995). He wrote: "I found it [the article] a 
little short-sighted on condemnation (what about the 
history of the tree, Saint Nicholas, etc., which the 
writers have Christians putting in their homes), and 
long-winded on compromise. Although, I'm sure the 
revelation from God, which John wrote, told the 
saints to compromise in the social arena. After all 
why not offer just a pinch of incense upon the alter? 
It was for social reasons not spiritual. I think we 
could call this article an oxymoron. Ho! Ho! Ho! 
And a Happy New Year." 

For Better, For Worse 
0 Kevin Williams and Timothy Eustace, homo

sexual men, were "married" last April in Christ Epis
copal Church, in Hackensack, N.J., after 17 years 
together. In 1988 the "couple" adopted a five-week
old baby boy and later the baby's younger brother. 
Their adopted children were ring-bearers at the wed
ding (Newsweek, Dec. 11, 1995). 

Amen 
OA leading American politician is reported to 

have told the story about a woman who said she was 
going to have a baby. She killed a pregnant woman, 
stabbed to death her 1 0-year-old daughter, sliced 
open the dead woman's abdomen, plucked out the 
healthy baby, abducted the infant, took the eight
year-old son of the dead woman, slashed his throat, 
and dumped his body in an alley. 

The politician said, "This happened in America 
because for two generations we haven't had the guts 
to talk about right and wrong. We've talked about 
situation ethics. We've talked about victimization. 
We've talked about our needs. We've had soap opera-

like television shows where people describe disgust
ing behavior. There's barbarity after barbarity; there's 
brutality after brutality. And we shake our heads and 
say, What's gone wrong? What's gone wrong is a wel
fare system which subsidized people for doing noth
ing; a criminal system which tolerated drug dealers; 
an educational system which allows kids to not learn 
and which rewards tenured teachers who can't teach, 
while destroying poor children who it traps in a pro
cess with no hope. We end up with a drug-addicted 
underclass with no sense of humanity, no sense of civi
lization, and no sense of the rules of life." 

The politician was criticized. 

Situation Ethics Once Again 
0 Richard Taylor (Free Inquiry, Fall1995) asks us 

to "consider the woman who, acting as surrogate for 
her own daughter, gave birth to triplets generated 
from her daughter's ova and fertilized in vitro by the 
daughter's husband's sperm. Whose name should be 
entered by the obstetrical hospital as the mother of 
the children? Was this woman the mother of her own 
grandchildren? And what shall we say to the woman 
who, exercising her constitutional right to abortion, 
offers the organs of her as yet unaborted fetus for 

·Now Ready! 
Lambert VBS Kits For '96 
Written & published by faithful members of the church 

Great Bible wonders ... 
Day 1 - Jericho's Mighty Walls Fall Down 
Day 2 - Naaman Is Healed 
Day 3 -Jonah And The Great Fish 
Day 4 -The Contest Between God And Baal 
Day 5- Christ Is Risen! 

VBS Kits contain student workbooks, teacher manuals and 
samples of most supplementary materials. (Visual Aids are 
not included in kit.) 

Published by 

Lambert Book House 
For Your Closest Bookstore, Call1-800-551-8511 
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medical experimentation? Should she be entitled to 
reimbursement for this?" 

Taylor continues, "The impulsive, almost auto
matic response to such questions is to try to think of 
what would be right or wrong, to draw analogies to 
familiar situations in which the answer has already 
long been established." He then raises the question of 
"hiring women to become pregnant so we might buy 
up their aborted fetuses, or, going a step further, buy 
up their full-term infants to dismantle them for their 
parts. . . . We shall not shed light on such problems 
until we abandon the moralistic approach, which is 
at bottom, the approach of religion." 

larvesf Sunday 
0 Rubel Shelly's Love Lines (Woodmont Hills 

Church of Christ weekly bulletin) announced (Nov. 
15, 1995): "Please remember that our regular Wed
nesday evening assemblies - both 'Peak of the Week' 
and children's classes- will be suspended Novem
ber 22 so we can participate in the Community 
Thanksgiving Service at Belmont United Methodist 
Church, 21st Avenue S. at Acklen Ave., at 7 p.m." 

Nashville Banner (Nov. 20, 1995), "Belmont 
United Methodist Church, 21st and Acklen avenues 
... will host "a fellowship of churches on Hillsboro 
Road at 7 p.in .... The Rev. James Buchmann, pastor 
of Covenant Presbyterian Church, will deliver the 
sermon ... members of the fellowship are ... Wood
land Church of Christ." Any questions? 

Ml the News Jhaf's Rot lit to Print 
OSix-year-old Elisa Izquierdo was tortured and 

murdered last week by her mother, Awilda Lopez, a 
crack addict and welfare mother, who smashed her 
daughter's head after complaining that the girl was 
possessed by voodoo spirits. 

Good llews 
OTelevision talk show host Phil Donahue has 

been dropped by stations in New York and San Fran
cisco, fueling industry speculation that he will be cut 
off the air everywhere within a year. The 59-year-old 
Donahue, whose syndicated show has been on for 28 
years, was always near the top of the ratings until 
1992, when Fort Worth dentist Richard B. Neill be
gan a one-man crusade against the content, which 
ranged from mother-daughter stripper teams to ho
mosexual marriages. Eventually, 221 sponsors con
tacted by Neill quit advertising on Donahue's show, 
causing revenues to decline. Neill said Donahue be
gan cleaning up his act last year - which, ironically, 
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caused ratings to fall further in the suddenly flush 
trash-talk show market (Taking on Donahue and 1V 
Morality, Multnomah, 1994 ). 

Men Perverting Boys 
OThe North American Man/Boy Love Association 

was recently approved by the New York Department 
of State as a legitimate non-profit organization, de
spite its patent agenda to legalize pedophilia. This 
new-found status allows NAMBLA to receive chari
table donations and taxpayer-financed grants in pur
suit of its highly immoral cause. 

Convenience Communion 
OA small cup with a peel-off lid, like the ones 

that hold non-dairy creamer in a fast-food restaurant, 
except this cup is a double-decker. Peel off the top lid 
and there's a communion wafer; peel off the lower 
lid and there's a sip of grape juice. Jim Johnson, the 
CEO of Compak, the company selling the product, 
says the idea came to him in a vision. Dick Anderson, 
Compak's VP for sales says, "He really feels God has 
asked him to do this in hopes of creating a product 
that would bring more people together in taking of 
communion" (World, Sept. 16, 1995). 

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

ENG ~lNG 

HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 

4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 

Phone 895-8437 



Directory -Florida- - Minnesota -
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. Davidson, minister. 

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (218) 7f-~:1~~· 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55192. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 1 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (218) 141-5205. Firm Foundation Ad Department 

P. 0. Box 210876 
Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or R.C. Ra!~~~ ~33-5214. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Tuscaloosa -East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1215, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Broking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 1 p.m. j. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy N on Altadena Dr. . . . . . 
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. 

central 
Cauaca oF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30. 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m .• Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson. 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. {upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. ..... 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 195-6118. 

Gainesville - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-15, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. ..... 
Lakeland- 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida Sch?~l.o! ~reaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6321. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., '!~d: ?:30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872) •••••• 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866, 334-3151. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-. 
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hartley Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
(407) 651-0651, Tony Williams, youth minister. S d • • • • • un. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., We • 7:30p.m. (919) 
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 911-1556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m~ ~~~e. Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285) . ..... 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W of 
Exit 42, just NE ofAtlanta. (770) 476-2159, 497-
0240 

-Idaho-

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 1 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lee· 
tureship. 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 139-0105. 

Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 Oklahoma City - Pumam City Church of 

6 W d 1 R Th h Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, a.m., p.m., e . p.m. on omas, preac er 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
minister. 787-5814. -Indiana-

Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 -Oregon-
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., Gladstone_ 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. p.m., call786-9754 for Wed. 1 p.m. location. 

- Michigan - - Pennsylvania -
Garden City- 1657 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Fred Davis, 
minister. (313) 422-8660 office, (313) 427-4416 
res.l-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlelbelt, right 2 
blks. 

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 
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- South Carolina - west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk 8c Walnut. 
Worker, "The Word of Life, .. KLBJ 590 AM, Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. ·7:30 p.m. 

Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S. Main St., Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher; (817) 491-2388, Lynn Blair, minister. 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., joseph D. Meador, director of SWSBS. San Antonio - She~~d~~ Church of Christ, 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Damon B. Lundy, minister. Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
(803) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. ..... 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. ..... 
Mt. juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. ..... 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South-

9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, Donald Walker, preacher. 
minisrer. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith... San Antonio _ Nonh;r~ ·oaks Church of Christ 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. DarreJJ 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. ..... 
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 -Virginia-
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla minister. (703) 382-7837. 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 • • • • • 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Whitten, preachers. • • • • • Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 

p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith- minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

• • • • • p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 (804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 • • • • • 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Dooley, ministers. • • • • • Route 3, Box 220, 24360. 1h mileS. 1-81 8c 1-77 

Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 plm. 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist ..... 
Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., Loran Gearhart (307) 634-3040 ..... 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 828P1 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

• The World Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) ................................................ $3.00 
• Beautiful Star (13-lesson study of the book of Esther) ............................................. $2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) ....................................... $2.00 
• 5 Minutes with the Master (SO 5-minute sennons) ................................................... $2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It ....•••••••.•.•••..••..••••.••......•••.•.•..•••••.••• $2.00 
• Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 1 (study of 13 Bible words) .................................... $2.50 
• Great Words of the Bible, VoL 2 (study of 13 more Bible words) .......................... $2.50 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson stud'Y) .................................................................. $1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson stud'Y) .............................................. $2.00 

-Some of brother Smith's books have aged, but the message they proclaim will never grow old.-

Order a complete set of books for yourself and a friend for the special price of 
$9.95 per set plus shipping. 

Books sold indi~Uiduall'Y for the price listed plus shipping. 
Please send no money. We will be glad to bill ,ou. 

-Finn Foundation • P. 0. BD:x 210876 • Bedford, DC 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 -
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CLASSIFIED 
exam. Christians helping C hristians. Te rry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, T X 79095. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Major Prophets 
(1995 lectureship). The Minor Prophets (1990). The 
Providence of God (1989). Order from POWER 
Publications, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671·0128. Each book 
S 15.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. Multiple 
orders sent and billed. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's sto'ldords. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Shena ndoah Lectureship Books : Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994) - $17.50 A 
Handbook 011 Bible Tra11slatio11s (1995) - $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Preachers Wanted 
The church in Pocahontas, TN is seeking a full
time minister. Four-BR house is provided. Send 
r~sume to Church of Christ, 12020 Pea Vine Rd., 
Pocahontas, TN 38061. For more information call 
Ken Rowland (901) 376-1531 o r Terry Kirk (901) 
376·0839. 

Minister wanted: Elm Matt Church of Christ. Small 
established congregation o f 40+ in a growing area 
8 miles north of Waco, Texas. Must be Bible
centered and evangelistic minded. Salary plus house. 
Send r~sume to J im Tennison, Route 5, Box 1012, 
Waco, Texas 76705. 

The church in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full-time 
minister. Please send resume and rape (if possible) 
ro Search Committee, P.O. Box 3824, Estes Park, 
C080517. 

Congregation of approx. 150 members about 15 
miles south of Austin, TX needs a replacement for 
retiring preacher in Dec. '95·Mar. '96 time frame. 
Presently seeking a sound, energetic, evangelistic 
gospel preacher who will live and preach the pure 
Word of God in a dynamic, challenging, bold 
manner, speaking the truth in love. Please send 
resume with reference ro rhe Elders, Church of 
Christ, 330 Live Oak Dr., Buda, TX 786 10-9287 
or call Charl ie DiPalma (512) 398·5211. 

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife reaching ream. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting rime, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 
tape, resum~, and family picture to Church of 
Christ, Box J, Del Norte, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains of Morgan 
County seeks energetic preacher. Ideal fo r ex
military or retired couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Contact Mart 
Morrison (915) 674·2638. 

Sound congregation looking for a conservative 
minister. Partial support would be needed. We can 
offer house, utilities, and $800.00 month. Send 
r~sum~ and rape 10 Westside Church of Christ, 
1625 N. 7th Sr., Arkansas City, KS 67005. (3 16) 
442-3100 or (316) 442·0854. 

The Church of Christ in Wallowa, OR seeking a 
minister; support furnished by congregation. 
Contact Wallowa Church of Christ, P.O. Box 24, 
Wallowa, OR 97885. Phone 1-800-350-7735. Ask 
for Bob Bennett, weekdays 6:30·9:00 p.m. or all 
day Saturday. 

Full-time evangelist. Salary and benefits included. 
Attn: Elders, Eric Chu rch o f Christ, 2317 W. 
Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA 16506. Call (ch. bldg.). 
18 I 4) 838-4866. 

Position Available. The Southwestern Church of 
Christ is currently conducting a search for a full· 
rime minister. This active congregation is located 
in a rapidly growing community in a southwest 
suburb of Columbus, Ohio. Applicants must have 
at least five-years successful pulpit ministry, personal 
evangelism, and counseling experience. They must 
have completed a program of biblical studies at a 
Christian College or School of Preaching. Please 
send your r~sum~, a cassette rape of one of your 
sermons, a sample of one of your written Bible 
class lessons, and references from your work, 
school, and community 10 Ron Phillips, Preachers 
Committee Chairman, Southwestern Church of 
Christ, 3767 Grove City Road, Grove City, Ohio 
43123. 

Preachers Available 
Kentucky evangelist in Michigan. 40 yrs. experience 
preaching. Con se r va tive, King James Bible 
preference. Kentucky or T ennessee pulpit sought. 
Evenings o r Saturday call (810) 475-1608. 

Preacher, 5 8, married, wants to relocate in general 
area of N. TX or S. OK with congregation of 50· 
100. Have been with church in Eunice, LA fo r 16 
years. BSE and MA from ACU in 1959 and 1964. 
For resume, references, and info., write Jerry A. 
Price, 33 1 S. 4th, Eun ice, LA 70535, or call 3 18· 
546-0347. Need to be nearer aging parents. 

Minister to relocate. (3 18) 688-7506. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. ro Bargain Bookfinde rs, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 

Miscellaneous 
Experienced missionary needs additional support 
$1,500 monthly. You may rake over any amount. 
Write to HJD, Postfach 48, A-2380 Perchtoldsdorf, 
Austria. Supervising congregation Park Heights 
Church of Christ, Hamilton, T X. 

Wanted: Gospel Advocates, 1885, 1886. Will pay 
up to $350 per volume, and $20 per ind. issue. If 
you own these originals, or know someone who 
does, PLEASE contact: Jody Calvert, Evangelist, 
14th Ave. Church of Christ, 3753 14th Ave. N., 
Sr. Petersburg, FL 33713. (813) 323·2511. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/retirement inco me. A nationa l 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals 10 market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/ parr rime positions avai lable . 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
delive ries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long· 
term residual income. Prepare for your retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call 1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

Planning retirement ? T oo little income? My 
answer-support you rself in the Lord's work where 
needed. Truly ground floor opportunity- unique 
electronic air purifie rs-home, auto, commercial
inexpensive . Solve many breathing problems. 
Removes dust, smoke, bacteria, odors, gases, mold, 
dander, dust mite waste. Make over $100,000 
annually with new luxury car bonus. Information
call Ken Frankli n (retired gospel preacher), 1-800· 
708-6237 or write 3903 Butternut Ct., Brandon 
FL 335 11 

-Advertising Policy Chang~ 
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserveslh,e:.fiSJJ 
cept or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things " 
promote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occa,l ... ~~. 1~,., 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Ft1Uriii,~MI.~I 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisemen 
Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for. 
$60 fOr a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 In~ 
$10for 1-21nches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit yourcopya 
you would like to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the coW, 
b_e reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to 
nize with the overall appearance of the paper. 
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17th Annual Greater VisaHa Lectureship 
-May 5-9, 1998-

"Meeti.ng the Issues of Life" 

Sunday morning, May 5, at Central 
9:30 a.m .•...•..••••..••..••••.•.•.••••.•••• What's in a Name? •..•.....•.••.••.•..•.....••.•...•..........•.•.•...........• Noah Hackworth 

10:30 a.m .................................... Coping with Sorrow and Disappointment .......................... Noah Hackworth 
Sunday morning, May 5, at West VIsalia 

9:45 a.m .................................... The Bible: the Book for the Ages .•............•.•.•••....•...•.••..•..••••.... Mike .Tackett 
1 0:45 a.m .................................... Just a Christian .•.•.•.••....•..•..••.•..•.•..•...••.•...•.•••.•...•.•...•............... Mike Tackett 

All following services at Central: 
Sunday, May 5 

6:00 p.m .................................... How Can One Walk in the Light? ...................................... Noah Hackworth 
7:00 p.m .................................... Can We Choose the Church of Our Choice? •.•••••.•......••.•••.•••.• Mike Tackett 

Monday, May 6 
1 0:00 a.m .................................... Why Do Christians Suffer? ••.•.•.....•.•.••.•.•.•...•... : ......................... Mike Tackett 
11 :00 a.m .................................... The Origin of Life ................................................................. Gary Anderson 
7:00 p.m .................................... Forgiveness for the Homosexual ............................................. Jack Stewart 
8:00 p.m .................................... The Problem of Drug Abuse ................................................ Gary Anderson 

Tuesday, May 7 
1 0:00 a.m .................................... Seek the Old Paths ....••.••.••..••••...............•.•.•.•.........•...•.....••..... Greg Weston 
11 :00 a.m .................................... Divorce and Remarriage ................................................................ Bill Harris 
7:00 p.m .•.••.•.••••..••...•.••.•.••••••..•• Christ, Our Example .•.....••.•..••.•..••..•..•......•...•••...•.•.....•............. Greg Weston 
8:00 p.m .................................... Romance God's Way ................................................................ Mike Tackett 

Wednesday, May 8 
1 0:00 a.m .................................... Changes in the Institution of Marriage ..................................... Mike Tackett 
11 :00 a.m .................................... New Age Religions •••••.....••••.••....•.••.•..........•.•.....•••.•.................. Randy Mabe 
7:00 p.m •••••••.....•....•.•••......•...•..• A.D. 70 Doctrinal Error ............................................................. Rick Popejoy 
8:00 p.m .................................... What Does Man Need Most? ..•..•.•....•.....•..................•...•.... Allen Robertson 

Thursday, May 9 
10:00 a.m .................................... Fellowship with the Denominations .......................................... Eldon Lewis 
11 :00 a.m .................................... The Sanctity of Life •.••.•••.•..................•...•...•...........................••.•..••. Gil Yoder 
7:00 p.m .................................... Whatever Happened to Sin? ..................................................... Eldon Lewis 
8:00 p.m .................................... How to Have a Happy Home .................................................... Mike Tackett 

Parking for self-contained RV's • Motels nearby • Limited home housing available on first-come basis. 

. -Directors- . 
Alan Robertson • Central Church of Christ • 1320 South Church St. • VIsalia, CA 93277 
Gil Yoder • West VIsalia Church of Christ • 4400 West Tulare Ave. • VIsalia, CA 93277 

(209) 732-7515. {209} 636-0555 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1996 
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What Is Preaching? 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

F undamental to any discussion of preaching is 
an understanding of what preaching is. Ask 
the Greeks and you will receive five or six 

words, each of which is translated "preaching." A 
technical analysis of each provides the dryness of a 
mouthful of sawdust and the satisfaction of a plate 
full of lettuce. Attempting to feed the soul on such 
morsels undoubtedly accounts for one dictionary 
definition of preaching, "To give moral or religious 
advice, esp. in a tiresome manner." 

What is preaching? "Biblical preaching is still 
that unique method by which God through His cho
sen messenger reaches down into the human family 
and brings persons into fellowship with Himself" 
(Lloyd M. Perry, Biblical Preaching for Toda'f's 
World, Chicago: Moody Press, 1990, p. 19). Prob
ably the most famous definition of preaching is that 
of Phillips Brooks, 19th-century preacher and 
writer, who defined "preaching" with simple elo
quence in his Lectures on Preaching: "Preaching is 
the communication of truth by man to men." 

1. Preaching is communication. A preacher in the 
pulpit is no guarantee that preaching will occur. A 
preacher in the pulpit speaking truth is no guarantee 
that preaching will occur. Preaching occurs only 
when there is communication between the preacher 
and the hearer. Communication is derived from the 
Latin communis, meaning "common." Thus, unless 
a "commonness" is established with the hearer - a 
sharing of information, ideas, and attitudes -
preaching does not occur. 

2. Preaching is the communication of truth. 
Though it comes from a pulpit or from one who 
calls himself a preacher, if it is not truth, then it is 
not preaching. God's preacher does not proclaim 
speculation. God's preacher depends neither on en
tertainment nor on eloquence (though both may 
sometimes be appropriate}. God's preacher does not 
seek to convince men of his own cleverness. His 
message is grounded in and seeks to persuade based 
upon God's truth, which alone can make man free. 

3. Preaching is the communication of truth by 
man. God could have formed his message in the 
clouds or framed his missive in the colors of the 
rainbow; he elected to spread his gospel through 
man. Thus, though sermons may be printed, preach
ing never is; though words may be spoken by one 
man over the air waves and heard by another, with
out the unfiltered impact of personality on personal
ity, true preaching does not occur. Paul recognized 
that some ministries can only be accomplished in 
person. Indeed, even the reading of an inspired letter 
could not substitute. "So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you also that are in 
Rome" (Rom. 1: 15). Preaching is the communica
tion of God's truth through God's man, filtered only 
through a genuine love and a holy life. 

4. Preaching is the communication of truth by 
man to men. On any given Sunday most worshipers 
can probably pull something off the shelf and find 
something more sagacious and well-presented than 
they will hear from the pulpit. Why, then, should 

(continued on page 7) 
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Editorial 

More Thoughts 
on Verbal Inspiration 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

B ecause of the importance of how the 
Bible was communicated by deity to 
humanity, it is necessary to continue 

our discussion on inspiration. There is a move 
afoot to denominationalize the church, and this 
entails changing the doctrine and practice of 
the church. To accomplish this, change agents 
often attack the authority undergirding the 
teaching of the Bible about the church. They ..__---'-~-.... 
are not reluctant to do this. A beginning point 
is to deny the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures (The Peaceable 
Kingdom, Osburn, p. 57). 

If the Bible is not inspired in its words, then the words of the 
Bible may be followed or ignored depending upon our prejudice 
and emotions. If the Bible teaches that its very words are God 
given, it follows that it is perfect and powerful. If the words are 
not inspired, it is questionable and we may follow what we like 
and waive the rest. If verbally inspired, it is inerrant and should be 
faithfully followed. 

Anytime a Bible writer mentions how information came to 
him from God he always declares that it was given to him in 
words, or the equivalent of words. In the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ, which God gave to him, and which he signified by his an
gel to his servant John, it is undeniable that Jesus dictated some of 
the words. 

Consider the seven letters to the seven churches recorded in 
Revelation 2:1 through 3:22. Jesus indisputably gave the words of 
the letters to his servant to be sent to the churches. It is also true 
that John saw some of the revelation, which is the equivalent of 
receiving words (Rev. 1:19). 

The Bible says that the Lord sometimes made his will known 
by visions. Words are the signs and symbols of ideas. Inspired 
dreams are also signs and symbols of ideas. They amount to the 
same thing. Every inspired writer who tells us how the message 
came to him says it was revealed in signs and symbols of ideas -
whether words or visions. It still amounts to verbal inspiration. 

The Holy Spirit spoke words to Philip in Acts 8:29; an angel 
of the Lord told Philip what to do in Acts 8:26. An angel of God 
spoke words to Cornelius (Acts 10:4-6). The Spirit spoke to Peter 
and told him what to do about the visitors sent from Cornelius 
(Acts 10: 19-20). Peter saw a vision and heard words to inform 



him that man must not make common what God has made clean 
(Acts 10:11-16). 

It is difficult to see how God could make us accountable for 
following the words of the New Covenant, if it is not inspired in 
its words Oohn 12:48). 

Jesus told his disciples: 
But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, 
and they will scourge you in their synagogues; And ye shall be 
brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony 
against them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, 
take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given 
you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you (Matt. 
10:17-20). 

In Exodus 4:12 Jehovah told Moses "I will be with thy mouth, 
and teach thee what thou shalt say." God put words into the 
mouth of Balaam (Num. 23:16). 

It is true that some statements in the Bible did not come from 
God, but it also true that they were spoken and God revealed that 
fact to men through the use of words. God did not authorize Sa
tan to lie to Eve. Adam and his wife did not record the conversa
tion with the serpent in the garden. Moses recorded it about 
2,5 00 years after it took place. God must have told Moses what 
the serpent said and what Eve said and what Adam said. In giving 
the law to Moses at Sinai, God spoke words (Ex. 20:1). 

Jesus promised the apostles a speaking, teaching Spirit Oohn 
16:13). Paul told Timothy, "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly." 
Vine says the word here translated "speaketh" means to "relate in 
words of systematic or set discourse." He says the word translated 
"expressly" means "distinctly." Paul is saying the Holy Spirit dis
tinctly spoke these words. 

J esus used the tense of a word to prove a point about the 
resurrection (Matt. 22:32). Paul argued that the singular 
case of a particular word pointed to Jesus (Gal. 3:16). Peter 

said that prophecy came not by the will of man, but "holy men 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. 1 :22). Paul 
wrote, "But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 
1:11-12). 

I repeat, when inspired writers of the Bible told us how they 
got their message they always affirmed that it came to them in the 
signs and symbols of ideas - by words or visions. The words of 
David are credited to the Holy Spirit (Mark 12:36; Acts 1:16). 
God spoke words by "the mouth of ... David" (Acts 4:24-25). 
They were God's words channeled through a human agent. 

We call upon anyone who disagrees with this view- that God 
gave the very words in which the Bible was written - to give a 
statement from any Bible writer who claims to have received his 
revelation in some other way. We have shown that many Bible 
writers claim they received their message either by express lan
guage or by pictorial representation. It was done by graphics, 
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which were used to make the communication plain. 
Where does any Bible writer ever say that the mes
sage came to him without medium - out of thin air. 
No one ever claimed to receive a word from God by 
osmosis, except for charlatans. 

It is worth our space to reprint, and your time to 
reread, the insightful words of John W. McGarvey 
on this subject. His 1904 essay is inserted for your 
conyenience immediately following this editorial. 

An objection sometimes raised by those who re
ject the verbal inspiration of the Bible is that each 
writer has a distinct vocabulary and literary style. 
The writing of Isaiah is peculiar to him. Paul's man
ner of expressing himself is not like that of Peter. 
Sydney Collett, in his book All About the Bible, sug
gested that if all the writers had used the same no
menclature of language a critic would have surely 
accused one person of having written all of it instead 
of it being written by about 40 different men over 
1500 years. 

The writers did use different words and each 
wrote in his own manner, distinguishing one from 
another. This does not prevent God from having 
controlled the selection of words, either by giving 
the exact words to be used, or revealing the message 
by a vision, or otherwise supervising and controlling 
the writing process so as to give a precise revelation 
in precise language. 

The Lord is God and his ability is unquestioned, 
or should be. He who made a universe in six literal 
days has no limits, except self-imposed restrictions, 
or limitations made necessary in the nature of things 
and in the nature of God. God is able to look into 
the spirit and mind of his creature and select from 
that person's vocabulary and literary style the very 
words to be used in making his will known. Anyone 
who denies this must show that it would violate a 
promise of deity or contradict his nature or the fit
ness of things for him to do so. 

It is inconceivable that a mere mortal could pro
duce a book like the Bible. It was written over a mil
lennium and a half by four score writers and yet is in 
perfect agreement. Scripture has been examined mi
croscopically and critically by the world's brightest 
scholars for 2,000 years. No contradictions were dis
covered, except for the errors of human copyists, and 
they are precious few. A book copied and recopied 
thousands of times and still all the copies are in amaz
ing agreement. No other book has had this kind of 
treatment. No· other book has undergone the deroga
tory scrutiny and finicky attention given to the Bible 
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and still it stands as a monument to consistency. 
There is no other book like it. It answers our ques
tions, relieves our fears, and inspires our hopes. We 
hold up the Bible as a lamp "beside the open grave" 
and its light shows us "the glory gilding Jordan's 
wave." It is durable and adequate and makes the child 
of God perfect in the sight of God (2 Ttm. 3:16-17). 

The writers of the Bible were from every walk of 
life. Some, like Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Luke and 
Paul were well educated. Some were common folk 
- herdsmen, fishermen, publican and plowmen. 
Still, the Bible blends together in perfect unity. The 
fll'st hearers of the gospel were astounded and con
founded, saying, "Behold, are not all these that 
speak Galilaeans?" They were amazed that fisher
men could do what they did and say what they said 
and accomplish what they accomplished. 

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God hath cho
sen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty; And base things of 
the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to 
bring to nought things that are: That no flesh 
should glory in his presence. But of him are ye 
in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wis
dom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption: That, according as it is written, He 
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord (1 Cor. 
1:27-31). 

Fishermen wrote the books of first and sec~n~ 
Peter, first, second, and third John, the gospel ·of 
John, and the book of Revelation. I defy anyone to 
find an uneducated fisherman today who could pro
duce such monumental, helpful, and enduring 
works. They did not speak from themselves. · 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:4). 

There you have it. The Holy Spirit gave them ut
terance·- told them what to say. 

Let the man or woman who wants to argue .with 
Luke stand up. P.O. Box 69(!192 
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(Editor,s comment: This article should be read slowly and thoughtfully. It was first printed in the Christian 
Standard Uuly 23, 1904], and remains a classic essay in careful thinking and unanswerable logic -Dobbs.) 

Verbal Inspiration 
By John W. McGarvey, deceased 

The word "inspiration" has come to be used in 
a multitude of senses, and it is sometimes 
used with no sense at all. A striking example, 

which the reader may classify as he thinks best, is 
found in the introduction to Lobstein's work on the 
virgin birth of Christ, and the passage has been 
recently quoted with apparent approval in the Bibli
cal World. This introduction was written by W.D. 
Morrison, and the passage reads as follows: 

The literal inspiration of the Bible, that is to say, 
the inspiration of the exact forms in which the 
religious truth is expressed in Holy Writ, has 
been aba~doned by all thoughtful Christian 
teachers as an utterly untenable position. The 
inspiration of the Bible is confined to its eternal 
religious substance, and does not extend to the 
external forms in which the Bible expresses reli
gious truth (pp. 13-14). 

As is usual with this class of writers, this author 
expresses himself in a style that is vague and intan
gible. I would be glad to ask him what he means by 
"inspiration of the exact forms in which religious 
truths are expressed in Holy Writ." For example, 
here is a religious truth: "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved." What is the exact form in 
which this religious truth is expressed, the inspira
tion of which has been abandoned by all thoughtful 
Christian teachers as utterly untenable? Here is an
other: "If Christ has not been raised, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith also is vain." What is 
the exact form in which this truth is expressed, the 
inspiration of which has been abandoned? I might go 
on to specify hundreds of other examples, but evi
de.ntly the writer, in making the remarks which I have 
quoted, had no particular religious truths in his 
mind. Had he thought of the specifications necessary 
to the support of his proposition, it is probable that 
he would not have written it. It is only when making 
a wide sweep at the whole Bible, with no particular 
passage of it in view, that such a sweeping declaration 
could be made. Again, I would like the privilege of 
asking what is meant by "the eternal religious sub
stance," as distinguished from "the external forms of 

expression." I would like for Mr. Morrison, or some 
other scholar with a dim conception of inspiration, 
to tell us what is meant by the exact form and what is 
the eternal substance of the truth, "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved;" and then I would like 
to have the same distinction made with respect to the 
statement, "If Christ hath not been raised, our 
preaching is vain, and your faith is also vain." And if 
satisfactory answers respecting these two passages 
were obtained, I presume we should have these two 
truths expressed in better forms than those employed 
in the Scriptures. There would be an improvement 
on the phraseology of Jesus and Paul. We should have 
"the inspired eternal substance" of these two state
ments unencumbered by the "uninspired forms" in 
which they are expressed. What a great blessing it 
would be to have the whole Bible released from the 
bondage of its uninspired forms of expression, leav
ing us only its "inspired and eternal substance"! No 
wonder that several gentlemen have suggested the 
idea of a new Bible; and I wish that some of them 
would hurry up and give us a few chapters as speci
mens in advance. I am anxious to see them. 

The trouble with all these loose thinkers on the 
subject of inspiration is that they totally disregard the 
statements on the subject found in the Scriptures 
themselves. It might sober the minds of many of them 
if they would "read, study and inwardly digest" the 
following statements by the apostle Paul: 

Things which eye saw not, and ear heard not, 
and which entered not into the heart of man; 
whatsoever things God hath prepared for them 
that love him; but unto us God revealed them 
through the Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God: for who 
among men knoweth the things of a man save 
the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so 
the things of God none knoweth save the Spirit 
of God. But we received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the spirit which is of God, that Wf! 
might know the things which are freely given to 
us by God. Which things also we speak, not in 
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Spirit teacheth (1 Cor. 2:9-13). 
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If these gentlemen have sufficient respect for the 
apostle Paul to believe what he here says in regard 
to the words in which he and other inspired men 
expressed the truths revealed by the Spirit, they 
should pause upon this passage and give it due 
consideration. I think it would also help to clarify 
their thought on the subject, if they would duly con
sider certain statements made by the Lord Jesus him
self. 

For example, "The Comforter, even the Holy 
Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, he 
shall teach you all things, and bring to your remem
brance all that I have said to you" Uohn 14:26). Was 
this promise fulfilled? If it was, why all this question
ing by mystified critics as to whether the words of 
Jesus were correctly reported by these apostles? And 
if all things He spoke to them which their natural 
memory did not retain were thus recalled after many 
years by the Spirit within them, what kind of inspira
tion was this? 

Again: "When they lead you to judgment, and 
deliver you up, be not anx.ious beforehand what ye 
shall speak: but whatsoever shall be given you in that 
hour that speak ye; for it is not ye that speak, but the 
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Holy Spirit." Are we to understand from this state
ment that the Holy Spirit in the apostles had nothing 
to do with the exact forms in which religious truths 
were expressed by them? If so, how can we account 
for the exact forms in which Jesus expressed these 
promises? If he did not mean exactly what he said, 
what did he mean, and what means have we of ascer
taining what he meant? When a man writes or 
speaks about inspiration, if he does not allow such 
passages as these to guide and control his thought on 
the subject, he is lost in the fog, he is at sea without 
chart or compass, and what he may say is no more to 
be regarded than the idle wind. If there was such a 
thing as inspiration, it consisted in a direct action of 
the Spirit of God upon the spirit of inspired men. 
Anything else than this, or anything less than this, is 
not the thing. The very beginning of inspiration in 
the experience of the apostles was when they spoke 
in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
This is a complete refutation of all the vague and in
tangible theories of inspiration which these loose 
thinkers have furnished us with, and one of the 
clearest evidences of this truth is found in the efforts 
made by them to explain away the facts in this case, 
which are represented by Luke in language that is as 
unmistakable as any to be found in the New Testa
ment, or in any other book. 

It would be well for all of our teachers and 
preachers to make a new study of the Scripture state
ments on the subject of inspiration. If we speak not 
of the inspiration that is set forth in the Scriptures, 
let us drop the word and have nothing more to do 
with it. 
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What Is Preaching? 
(continued from page 1) 

they go to worship? Why not "meditate alone with 
God"? Phillips Brooks, whose definition of preach
ing we have used, answered well: 

[E]ven if preaching should grow obsolete, 
there would still remain reason enough why 
Christians should meet together for worship and 
for brotherhood. But even if we look at preach
ing only, it must still be true that nothing can 
ever take its place because of the personal ele
ment that is in it. 

No multiplication of books can ever super-

sede the human voice. No newly opened chan
nel of approach to man's mind and heart can 
ever do away with man's readiness to receive 
impressions through his fellow-man .... 

Let a man be a true preacher, really uttering 
the truth through his own personality, and it is 
strange how men will gather to listen to him 
(Phillips Brooks, The joy of Preaching, Kregel 
Publications: Grand Rapids, 1989, p. 29.) 

10880 Memorial Dr. 
Houston~~ Texas 77024 
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Who Is to Blame for Me? 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Victimization is the rage of our age. If you are 
a cannibalizing axe-murderer, it is because 
your mother made you go to Sunday School, 

read the Bible, and cut the grass. If you blow a store 
clerk's brains out for a pair of tennis shoes or a pack 
of Kools and a Pepsi, it is not your fault! It is the in
evitable result of growing up "economically de
prived." If you flunk out of school, it is because that 
vicious algebra teacher insisted that you master the 
intricacies of quadratic equations. Not only that, the 
literature teacher required you to read books. If you, 
as a person of color, are passed over for a promo
tion, it is because of racism. You are oppressed by a 
society dominated by white males. If you are female 
and lose your job, it is because of "sex-discrimina
tion." Male chauvinism robbed you of a livelihood. 
If you are a white male and lose your job, it is the 
fault of blacks, Asians, New York Jews, or radical 
feminists. We live in a no-fault, guilt-free society. If 
someone is at fault, it most assuredly is not me. 

If you seek help with personal problems from a 
therapist, you are apt to hear three things: (1) it is 
not your fault; (2) a lot of people do this; (3) I'll give 
you some medicine that will make you forget all 
about it. 

In this "politically correct" guilt-free society the 
standard is that there is no standard. The only 
people you may acceptably disdain and discriminate 

against are conservative Christians. White, male, 
heterosexual conservative Christians are especially 
heinous, because they insist that there is a standard 
of conduct. Black, male, conservative Christians are 
worse! They are "Uncle-Toms." 

With this prevailing view in focus, we come back 
to our question: "Who gets the blame for me?" The 
short answer is: I do (2 Cor. 5: 1 0). The sooner this 
truth is understood and accepted the better. It helps 
you avoid wasting valuable time waiting for some
one else to accept responsibility for your well-being, 
or take the blame for your mistakes. You can get 
busy being responsible for yourself. This also re
lieves you of bearing burdens unfairly laid upon you 
by others. 

Ezekiel assures us that character is not hereditary 
(Eze. 18:10-13). Physical characteristics are inher
ited. In my opinion many characteristics of personal
ity are also inherited. Some people are born aggres
sive, while others are meek and mild from the start. 
But character is not the product of heredity. What 
you do with your unique life-equipment is a matter 
of choice. 

A good person can sire a child who is a thief, 
killer, and molester (Eze. 18:10-13). The son's char
acter may be opposite his father's. Yet the prophet 
says wicked character may belong to the son of a just 
man. Godliness cannot be transferred like material 
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goods. A good man's son is free to repudiate his 
father's God. 

He may refuse to walk in his righteous father's 
steps. Biblical examples abound. Eli was a good 
man, but his boys were "sons of BeliaL" They were 
wicked, vile, and corrupt! Eli failed to restrain them, 
yet there is not one word in Scripture saying Eli was 
responsible for their electing to become wicked. 
David was a devout man, but he sired the traitor 
Absalom. Solomon sired the mule-headed Reho
boam who caused the split of his kingdom. Grace is 
not blood borne. 

Conversely wicked parents may produce chil
dren who shun evil and walk in righteousness. A 
child does not inherit his father's righteousness, nor 
does he inherit his father's evil. If you are the prod
uct of evil parents, take heart. It does not have to rub 
off on you. You can excel in life and ascend to the 
heavenly city in eternity. Do not waste time feeling 
sorry for yourself. Refuse to be consumed by bitter
ness and resentment. Delve into God's Word and 
live by its precepts. It will be the basis of your judg
ment Uohn 12:48). The Lord will not hold you re
sponsible for the misdeeds of others. 
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If you are consumed with guilt because of the 
wickedness of a rebellious grown child, let it go. I 
am not suggesting that you stop caring, praying, and 
pleading. I am saying that you are not responsible 
for what they do, especially if they have refused your 
counseL 

Since character is not inherited, the holiness of a 
parent cannot save his children. Children of godly 
parents have tremendous advantages. They have the 
most valuable aids of righteousness in the example, 
prayers, and instructions of their parents. But, they 
inherit salvation only if they follow their parent's ex
ample of obedience. David's godliness, though 
joined with intense love for his son, did not save 
Absalom from ruin. Hezekiah was a good man, but 
his son Manasseh was wicked. His father's goodness 
offered him no protection from the consequences of 
his actions. Josiah was pious and patriotic, but his 
children were notoriously evil. 

True religion is personally held and individually 
practiced. Its important experiences are essentially 
solitary. Only the individual sinner can come to be
lieve that Jesus is the Christ Uohn 8 :24). Family can
not do it for him. The preacher cannot do it for him 
either. Only the individual can choose to meet the 
Lord's demand for repentance (Luke 13:3}. Nobody 
under God's blue-vaulted sky can confess Christ for 
him (Matt. 10:32-33). None but the sinner can be 
baptized for the remission of his personal sins (Acts 
2:38). Every man must work out his own salvation 
with fear and trembling (Phi. 2: 12). 

The Jews took great pride in their descent from 
Abraham. It was as though their salvation was as
sured by that kinship. John the baptist declared the 
worthlessness of such a hope (Matt. 3:7-11), and the 
Lord exposed it as a tragic delusion Uohn 8:33-44). 
True religion is not by virtue of family descent. It is 
not of human generation but of Divine regeneration. 
Do not think that you will slip into heaven on your 
sweet ole mama's apron strings! 

Since character is not inherited, the evil charac
ter of a parent will not hamper the salvation of 
his children (Eze. 18: 14-17). Children of wicked 
parents suffer terrible disadvantages. Parental ex-
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ample and influence are vital to a child's develop
ment. If the children of evil parents become good, it 
is in spite of their parents, not because of them. Yet 
such children can and do grow up righteous, reli
gious, and useful. The son may see his father's sins, 
not as an example, but as a warning. Heeding that 
warning will cause him to form a completely differ
ent character. Consequendy, he will live a much dif
ferent life. 

Ezekiel mentions steps in the process that should 
be noticed. First, parental sins are seen. Sons are 
keen observers of their father's words and ways. 
This should prompt fathers to act wisely and walk 
uprighdy. It is tragic for a son to see sin in his own 
father. Parental sins are considered. Observation is 
useless without reflection. It enables one to under
stand the significance of circumstances and facts. Re
flection transforms facts into forces. Lack of consid
eration leads to sin. At a time when Israel was "laden 
with iniquity" one charge was, "My people doth not 
consider." Do you reflect on what you see or simply 
accept the status quo. Third, parental sins are 
shunned. Proper consideration of wicked works 
leads one to see them as solemn lessons. From such 
lessons we learn what to vigorously avoid. 

Thus the prophet assures us that the son of a 

wicked father can avoid the sins of his parents and 
practice virtue. The Bible provides many such ex
amples. The excellent Hezekiah was the son of 
wicked Ahaz. Pure Josiah was the son of notoriously 
vile Amon, and the grandson of the still worse 
Manasseh. No matter what evil you have seen or had 
thrust upon you by a corrupt kinsman, you do not 
have to repeat the evil. 

Ezekiel says that destiny is determined by indi
vidual character (Eze. 18:19-29). Note verse 20, 
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the fa
ther bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of 
the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness 
of the wicked shall be upon him." No statement 
could be more explicit than this. God only has to say 
something once to make it true, but this doctrine is 
taught throughout the Bible. 

Your own character will determine your destiny. 
Do not waste precious time and opportunities whin
ing about past injustices. Do not permit hate-mon
gers to persuade you to blame others for your weak
nesses. Accept responsibility for your life. Your des
tiny is in your hands. Come to the Lord on his terms 
and inherit. P. 0. Box 316 

Livingston~~ TX 77351 
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The Paradigms and Parameters 
of Postmodern Theology 

By J. E. Choate 

When we address, in the postmodern world, 
our brethren as liberals there are some 
facts we need to know. We must first come 

to an understanding of postmodernism as opposed to 
modernism. And we must learn the relationship be
tween modern theology and postmodern theology, 
and what this means for churches of Christ. Only a 
handful of academicians in our colleges can trace this 
thin dividing line and make distinctions. 

Modern civilizations are moving into a postmod
ern global age that will make all the previous ages 
beggar in comparison. Who would be so presumptu
ous as to gaze into his crystal ball and see the para
digms of the 21st century which will not be one 
thing, but a vast complexity of many things, events, 
and forces which will be as radically different as the 
Renaissance was from the Middle Ages. I even find it 
grimly amusing to read what the editors of Wineskins 
claim to know about the changes churches of Christ 
must make to survive. 

What are the energies that will drive the engines 
of the 21st .century? This new epoch of man may very 
well be dated from World War II and the beginning of 
the nuclear age. This is the end of the age of the 
Greyhound bus, Freud and Marx, the theology of 
neo-orthodoxy, and the philosophy of existentialism. 

In cataloging the events of such magnitude from 
Leonardo's sketch of the flying machine in the 16th 
century to the space shuttle in the 20th century, the 
anticipation of future changes is mind boggling. 
When we contemplate the intellectual achievements 
of the great minds from Newton to Einstein, the 
babbling of the "change agents" in the church about 
"shifting paradigms" becomes as comical as the an
tics of a clown in a circus. 

This article centers on a selection of theological 
words and phrases to help explain major movements 
from modern to postmodern theology. We are doing 
this for the information of the brothers and sisters in 
the pews. They need to know that postmodern lib
eral theology is contaminating the teaching of the 
Bible in churches of Christ and our schools. 
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And painful though it may be, the "hot beds" of 
postliberal theology are tracked to their primary 
sources - colleges and their satellites - Bible de
partments, lectureships and workshops, the Restora
tion Forum, and Christian Scholars Conference. 

(I am not against our schools, only against our 
liberal brethren who are destroying time-honored 
Bible traditions. I want to say that the immediate 
members of my family hold degrees on every level 
from schools as diverse as David Lipscomb College, 
Catholic University, Vanderbilt, and UCLA. I believe 
in education and do not think that ignorance ever 
qualified anybody for useful pursuits in life.) 

A DeRaltive Glossary 
As a carpenter is known by his chips, so are our lib
eral brothers identified by the words and theological 
references which they use to express their liberal 
ideas. At the very outset, it is necessary to point out 
that the selections of the words and phrases which 
put handles on the religious rhetoric of our liberal 
brethren go back thirty years. Our liberal brethren 
picked up on them in the prestigious schools of reli
gion where they did advanced graduate study. 

The best way to attach a handle to postmodern 
theology is to use the common classifications of his
tory over the past 2,000 years. We have in mind the 
passage of time from the Ancient period to the 
Middle Ages and to the Renaissance. We move next 
from the Modern to the Postmodern period which is 
our own time. These two time references include 
and transcend all particular human events which 
show the flow and inter-connections of the ages in 
transition. Neither age was necessarily a denial or 
despair of one age giving way to another. 

Ancient theology: The development of historical 
theology dates from the last century to 590 A.D. 
This general period embraces the apostolic period 
recorded in the writings of the apostolic fathers 
through Augustine (4th century). 

Medieval theology: The medieval period lasted 
from 590 to 1517 to the beginning of the Reforma
tion. The Renaissance and the Reformation periods 



were propelled from the vortex of 1000 years of 
what is sometimes called the "Dark Ages." 

Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation: 
This period set up a transition epoch from the end of 
the Middle Ages to the beginning of the modern pe
riod. The Renaissance witnessed the emergence of 
Protestant theology, the emergence of national states 
and capitalism, the age of discovery, the scientific 
revolution, and numerous other monumental events. 

Modern theology: The roots of modern theology 
are traced back to the 18th-century Age of Reason, 
and to Immanuel Kant, who maintained that man 
could only know God through reason. It is a long 
way from Thomas Aquinas to Immanuel Kant, and 
eventually to Rudolf Bultmann who embodied the 
spirit of neo-orthodoxy. The roots of Modernism are 
discovered in man's reason which rejects the super
natural and the inspiration of Scripture, and relies 
solely on the scientific apparatus. 

Many varied forms of modern theology have 
evolved from the "Old Modernism" which domi
nated the theological scene in 1900. The old mod
ernism was a syncretism of the late 19th-century 
documentary hypothesis of the Mosaic law, form 

Bulletin 
If you could pay all your family medical bills 
up to $75,000.00 per illness with $50.00 per 
month per individual, would you be inter
ested? You can do itl 

Only $50 for one, $100 for two, $150 for 
three, $200 for four or more family members 
per month. 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

. Caring and Sharing NewsleHer 
POB544 

Lubbock, Texas 79408. 
Or phone (800) 288-2044. 

The plan has been in effect and working for 
going on four years. Thirteen hundred indi
viduals are already participating and loving 
it. Let us hear from you todayl 

Only for members of the church of Christ. 

and source criticism of the New Testament, and 
which embraced the evolutionary hypothesis. This 
syncretism took the shape of the Social Gospel 
which dominated the modem theological scene until 
the horrors of World War I. 

This brings us to 1919 to the birth of neo-ortho
doxy (also called dialectical theology) where "God 
talk" and man's theological "human talk" sought 
common ground for the "divine-I-thou encounter" 
with God. Bultmann said Scripture is encrusted with 
millenniums of myth and folk stories. Tillich re
duced God to a philosophical "ultimate ground of 
being." 

Terminology of Postmoderalsm 
as Dlstlaguislaecl from Modernism 

Postmodern theology: This movement has not dis
carded the baggage of modern theology identified in 
the minds of most students with the theological sys
tems of Barth et al. Their influence as leading 
spokesman of neo-orthodoxy was buried under the 
avalanche of the charismatics and "death of God" 
theologians in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Our liberal brethren are now introducing theo
logical expressions into churches of Christ as if they 
were their own brain children. Nowhere is this more 
evident than in college lectureships and the Chris
tian Scholars Conference. These new terms, their 
meaning, and uses are hidden deeply in the dark re
cesses of postmodern theology. It is imperative that 
we understand their sources and meanings in order 
to learn what liberal brethren are not inclined to tell 
us. 

Paradigms and parameters: Two of the words 
most often bandied back and forth are paradigm and 
parameter. Thomas Kuhn (1970) introduced the 
word paradigm into the scientific community. A 
paradigm is a working model of something. A pa
rameter is an unstable circumference around some
thing which keeps shifting. 

Kuhn used the working models (paradigms) of 
Ptolemaic astronomy and Copernican astronomy to 
show the shifts which take place with the discovery 
of new knowledge. Each of these paradigms worked 
as well as the other because each showed the fixed 
positions of the heavenly bodies to the earth. The 
first was just a model. The second model showed 
how the universe actually works. The Copernican 
model, in turn, gave way to Newtonian astronomy. 

Kuhn meant to show that paradigms shift with 
the discovery of new knowledge. Kuhn's paradigm 
(model) concept also found a common acceptance 
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and use in politics, philosophy, theology, and literary 
criticism. Our liberal brethren should not think us to 
be so ill informed that we are groping in the dark
ness of ignorance on these matters. 

They tell us of the urgent need for the old herme
neutic (paradigm) to be replaced by a new hermeneu
tic (model). They tell us the churches of Christ are 
now in a paradigm shift moving from an outmoded, 
obsolete old hermeneutic to a fresh and viable form 
of a new hermeneutic, but never explained. 

Deconstructionism is another new term about 
which little is known outside the colleges. The old 
modernism is dying though its strength is not com
pletely spent. Postmodernism poses even greater 
dangers because the theology repudiates and under
mines all notions of coherent and unitary truth in 
the Bible. 

The philosophy of Jacques Derrida is little 
known outside academic circles, and not favorably 
there. His philosophy of ideas is known as post
structuralism or deconstructionism. He maintains 
that the meaning of language is hidden and elusive. 
Radical postmodernism says nothing can be known 
for certain and best to steer clear of all ultimate truth 

claims. Derrida's suspicion of all literary texts, in
cluding the Bible, is an affront to man's intelligence. 

The two prime examples of the content of post
modern theology are Elizabeth Fiorenzo- Schussler's 
theology of the women's liberation movement which 
calls for a complete radical "deconstruction" of what 
she terms to be the androcentric, or male dominance 
of the biblical message. And the second example of 
"deconstructionism" is to be found in the work of 
the Jesus Seminar best represented by the writings of 
John Dominic Crossan, and especially in his treat
ment of the life and crucifixion of Jesus. 

Summary 
The theme of deconstruction as advanced by our 
brethren is more or less hidden from the uninitiated. 
Some of their "destructive" tactics come out in their 
most publicized writings, e. g., The Second Incarna
tion, The Peaceable Kingdom, and Will the Cycle Be 
Unbroken, authored by Rubel Shelly, Carroll Os
burn, and Douglas Foster. We think that our liberal 
brethren will be given cause to regret that they have 
opened up on these matters. 

3714* Belmont 
Nashville~ 1N 37215 
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9:00a.m. ............ Introduction to 2 Thessalonians -2 Thess. 1:1-2 .............................................. Bronson Ostic 
10:00 a.m ..........•.. Worthy of the Kingdom-2 Thess. 1:3-5 ................................................. Wayland McClelland 
11:00 a.m ....•..•..... When He Comes in That Day -2 Thess. 1:7-10 ........................................... James Meadows 
1:30 p.m •••••......•. Christ's Name Glorified -2 Thess. 1:11-12 ................................................................. Don Ruhl 
2:30 p.m .•.•..•..•.•. The Great Apostasy - 2 Thess. 2:1-5 ....••......•......••.••.•......••..•.•••••••••....•.......•...•...• Greg Weston 
3:30 p.m .........•... The Coming of the Lawless One -2 Thess. 2:6-9 ........................•.....•...........•••.. Randy Mabe 
4:30 p.m ......••.•••. Believing a Lie - 2 nus. 2:10-12 ...................................•...•..............................•..•.• Ward Jones 

Sunday, May 5 
9:00 a.m. ............ Called by the Gospel-2 1'hess. 2:13-17 ............................................................... Ron Thomas 

10:00 a.m ...•....•...• The Lord Is Faithful-27'hess. 3:1-5 ................................................................... Rick Popejoy 
11:00 a.m ••••.•••..••• Eat Their Own Bread -2 Thess. 3:6-12 ............................................................ Charles Pledge 
1:30 p.m. ...•.•.•.••• Don't Grow Weary in Well Doing -2 Thess. 3:13-18 ......................................... Roger Barren 
2:30 p.m •........•.•. Is One Unconditionally Elected to Salvation? -2 nus. 2:13 ......................... Eddie Whitten 
3:30 p.m ••.•••••....• Did Paul Teach Christ Would Come in His Lifetime? -2 Thus. 1:7 ....................... Bob Baine 
4:30p.m .••••••••.•.• What Is Eternal Destruction? -2 Thess.1:9 ......................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
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The College Is Not the Church! 
By Steve Miller 

When a college is questioned about hosting 
a false teacher on a lectureship or work
shop, or harboring a false teacher on the 

faculty, or fellowshipping those who have been 
marked, it may respond by saying, "The college is 
not the church!" We say, "Amen!" 

Christian colleges are institutions organized by · 
men in agreement with the rules and regulations of 
the law of the land. There is nothing wrong with one 
Christian, or a hundred Christians establishing and 
running a college. 

Sadly, today modernism, liberalism, and immo
rality are constantly increasing on college campuses, 
even those operated by professing Christians. These 
bad influences stay with many of the students when 
they leave the school. 

Brother Alan Highers said: 
Through their influence on young people, the 
colleges also have an effect upon the church. It 
is not a question of whether this should be the 
case, or whether we approve. It is a fact. Those 
who attend preacher schools, colleges, and uni
versities operated by Christians, often become 
the elders, deacons, preachers, teachers, and 
leaders in congregations wherever they go. 
Therefore, like it or not, the educational institu
tions are a force for either good or evil upon the 
churches (Spiritual Sword, July 1991, Vol. 22, 
No. 4, p. 40). 

A Christian college can be a wonderful place for 
individuals to receive an education in a Christian en
vironment, but it can also be devastating to the 
church when colleges fail to exalt and honor the 
Word of God. 

The church is authorized by Christ. "Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I hiy in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 
stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not 
make haste" (Isa. 28:16). Jesus promised to build his 
church (Matt. 16:13-19). Christ is the savior and 
founder of the one body, his church (Eph. 1:22-23). 
The New Testament church was purchased by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. "Take heed ... unto yourselves, 
and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood" (Acts 
20:28). Christ did not authorize the college. 

Colleges have boards of directors to control the 
institution. They have presidents, vice-presidents, 
deans, administrators, and faculty. They are of hu
man origin and, therefore, not on the same parallel 
with the church. Because they are directed by fallible 
humans, they make many mistakes. In schools claim
ing to be Christian, these mistakes may be glaring er
rors in Bible teaching. For political reasons colleges 
sometimes are pressured to make compromises. 
Need for money causes some universities to bend 
biblical principles ... don't drink whiskey, don't en
gage in ballroom dancing, don't bid Godspeed to a 
working of error, and such like. 

If we have doctrinal compromises at college lec
tureships, we will soon have doctrinal compro
mises in congregational activities. If our young 
people drink at poisoned wells, they will soon 
become weak and sickly in their spiritual convic
tions. The good the schools can do when they 
are on the right track is dwarfed by the harm 
they can do if they go astray (Alan Highers, 
Spiritual Sword, p. 40). 

The administrations of these schools need to be 
aware of what is taught in the classrooms and the 
lectureships. Many schools operated by our brethren 
have let liberal teachers and preachers have access to 
the brotherhood through the college lectureships. 

Colleges that want to be recognized as Christian 
must follow the rule of Christ and not the world. 

The church gets its authority from Jesus who 
said, "All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth" (Matt. 28: 18). Christians must have his au
thority for everything they believe and practice. 
"And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him" (Col. 3: 17). 

In a day when authority is rejected and liberal
ism is spreading like cancer, we have to face the fact 
that some of our colleges are in trouble. Apostasy in 
our schools is not surprising because the Bible 
teaches us that men would leave Christ and do their 
own thing. "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that 
in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of dev
ils" (1 Tim. 4: 1). 35 Maple Ave. 

Cameron, WV 26033 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

The Church in Hobart, Tasmania 
By lan McPherson 

Tasmania is a large island southeast of the main
land of Australia. Hobart, Tasmania's capital 
city, is the home of the Eastern Shore Church 

of Christ. This congregation began on Oct. 23, 1973 
when the Ed Glover and Dale Mowery families be
gan meeting in a rented hall. They were joined in 
early 1975 by the Rod Rutherford and John Whitson 
families. A block of land was secured and the first 
floor of a meeting house was constructed. The 
Glover family returned to the U.S. in 1977, but the 
Rutherfords and Whitsons continued with the con
gregation until mid 1982. Len Bestman, an Austra
lian preacher, and two American brothers in the 
Project Good News program from Lipscomb Univer
sity also worked with the church for a time. 

In the early days of the congregation, a strong 
Bible school was built. Two 16 passenger vans were 
used to pick up children, the elderly, and others who 
had no means of transportation. A strong foundation 
of soundness in doctrine and stability in practice was 
in place when my family and I joined the Bestman 
family in the work in 1983. 

Surprisingly, much of our early growth was gen
erated through working with the elderly. Our 
"Golden Years Group" began in mid 1983 as an out
reach to the many senior citizens of our community. 
We challenged the myth that older people are set in 
their ways and rarely change their religion. Our 
group grew to a consistent level of about 20 and re
mained this size until we closed it down nine years 
later. By that time, nearly all the members were 
Christians. We learned that if older folk would come 
regularly and have the gospel lovingly, clearly, con
stantly, and patiently taught them, they would even
tually obey. It took an average of two years of such 
teaching for each one who became a Christian. 

For a period of about five years, the church ex
perienced a steady, consistent growth. For example, 
between January 1983 and October 1985, 26 were 
baptized and one restored. Two of the baptisms were 
husbands of Christian wives, and six were husbands 
and wives baptized together. For about five years, we 
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had a one hundred percent reten- .------....., 
tion rate of converts. Many of the 
elderly converts died in the Lord 
during this period of time. The 
church was united and loving. 
However, this did not continue. 

Unfortunately, we experienced 
some division when a few members 
were disciplined. Rod Rutherford 

The Dale Mowery family - the backbone of the 
church from its inception - returned to the U.S. in 
1985. That year, the Roy Courtney family from 
Queensland in Australia came to work with us and 
remained about five years. During this time, our au
ditorium was completed by the labors and financial 
support of our membership. 

My wife, Mabel, and I continue to work full
time with the Eastern Shore congregation. A few 
years ago, one of our members, Jim Backhouse, took 
early retirement to give full-time to the work of the 
church. Gary Young, a young man converted here, 
attended the Memphis School of Preaching, and 
gives generously of his time to the church while at
tending the University of Tasmania. 

The church continues to be very evangelistic as it 
has been throughout its history. Each year we make a 
display for the Royal Hobart Show (similar to a state 
fair in the USA). Here we pass out tracts, answer 
Bible questions, and set up Bible studies. About 
80,000 people attend the four-day Show each year. 
The results of our efforts have been five baptized 
into Christ and many Bible studies conducted. We 
also have periodic gospel meetings and door-knock
ing campaigns. Some of the faithful gospel preachers 
who have spoken in our meetings through the years 
have been Perry B. Cotham, Demar Elam, Charles 
Brackett, Jim Waldron, Coy Roper, Rod Rutherford, 
Hugo McCord, Richard Harp, and Jim Dearman. 
We have had two campaigns since I have been here, 
both led by Rod Rutherford. Demar Elam of South
ern Christian University is presently planning a cam
paign in Hobart this year. 



Another means of our outreach is the "Truth for 
the World" radio program with Jim Dearman as 
speaker. We have the one-minute program on daily 
at 7:45 a.m. and the 15-minute broadcast on each 
Sunday morning. In addition, I have a half-hour ra
dio interview once every two weeks. I am permitted 
by the station to discuss any topic. 

as editor. We have plans in the future for some kind 
of a training school to prepare men to establish con
gregations in other cities and towns in Tasmania. 

In May, we began the first of what will be an an
nual lectureship. Our theme this year was "Living 
the Transformed Life." Speakers came from both 
Australia and New Zealand. We have also begun a 
monthly paper called Love the Brotherhood. I serve 

We have every opportunity for growth in the fu
ture. We have a very nice church building and a 
sound and united membership. We have visitors at 
nearly every service, and the church has become very 
well known throughout our community. We are very 
optimistic about the future. 

P.O. Box210 
Hobart, Tasmania 

Australia 7018 

1996 Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Aprll21-24, 1996 

Christ, tbe Savior of tbe World 

Sunday, Apr/121 -Moderator: Emmitt Channell 
9:30 a.m ..•.•.........•..•.•........ The Virgin Birth ..............•..........•.....•••......•..••...•..••..•...........•............... Lindell Mitchell 

10:30 a.m .••••.........•.•.•..•...... The Suffering of Christ ........................................•...•..........•....................• Paul Kidwell 
7:00 p.m ............................ Congregational singing 
7:30 p.m .••.•.•..•...•••.•••••...... The Mission of Christ ............................................................................... Paul Kidwell 

Monday, April 22- Moderator: Emmitt Channell 
9:00 a.m .•••••...................... The Miracles of Christ ................................................................................. Bill Howell 

10:00 a.m ..•.•.•.•...........••..•... The Worship of the Christ ..................................................•................. Ken Chumbley 
11 :00 a.m ............................ Christ, the Builder and Head of the Church .............................................. Jody Apple 
1 :30 p.m .....••••.................•. The Compassionate Christ ................................................................. Warren Kenney 
2:30 p.m ............................ The Lordship of Christ ........................................................................ Lindell Mitchell 
6:30 p.m ............................ Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m. . .....•..•.•............•.. The Pre-existence of Christ ................................................................... Keith Mosher 
8:00 p.m ................•........... The Resurrection of Christ .................................................................. Lindell Mitchell 

Tuesday, Apr/123- Moderator: Lon Mohundro 
9:00 a.m •••.......•••••••••••••..... The Reaction of Christ to Doctrinal Error .•..•.•...•.............•........................ nm Kidwell 

10:00 a.m •.............•............. The Old Testament Prophesies Concerning Christ .............................. Eddie Whitten 
11 :00 a.m ............................ The Prayers of Christ .......................................................................... Warren Kenney 
1:30 p.m .••.•••...••.••..•.......... Was Christ Really God? .......................................•.•.............................. Keith Mosher 
2:30 p.m ............................ The Only Begotten Son ....................•..••..........................•......... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
6:30 p.m .•................•......... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m ............................ Jesus, the Light of the Wortd .................................................................... nm Kidwell 
8:00 p.m ............................ The Second Coming of Christ ......•......................•.............•.............•....... Paul Kidwell 

Wednesday, April 24 - Moderator: Jody Apple 
9:00 a.m ............................ Christ, the Mediator and Intercessor ...............•..•..............••................. Eddie Whitten 

1 0:00 a.m ..•.••...................... Christ. the Righteous Judge ...•.•....................•••...•..................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
11 :00 a.m .•.•..•..................... The Love of Christ ............................................................................... Lon Mohundro 
1 :30 p.m ............................ The Names of C?hrist and Their Significance •.•....••.......................... Emmitt Channell 
2:30 p.m ............................ Jesus, the Example for His Disciples .................................................. Ken Chumbley 
6:30 p.m ....•••••••.......••..••..•. Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m ............................ Christ and His Kingdom .•............................•.............................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
8:00 p.m ............................ Christ's Love Leaves Us No Choice (2 Cor. 5:14) ............................... Eddie Whitten 
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Grading on the Curve 
By Lewis Frisby 

I n days of yore, students were graded on how 
close they came to perfection. If you scored less 
than 70 percent, you failed. If every student 

scored less than 70 percent, they all failed. 
Later, instructors developed a system of grading 

that judged the average by the highest and lowest 
scores with consideration as to how the majority of 
students were able to answer test questions. This was 
called "grading on the curve." 

It seems that most of the world is under the im
pression that God judges on the curve. Many appear 
to think that in the last day they will be judged by 
how their constituents measure up. 

A denominational preacher, when invited to dis
cuss instrumental music in worship, asked, "Would 
you say it falls into the same category as the sin of 
smoking?" He was asking is the sin of instrumental 
music in worship of God a big black sin, or a little 
white sin. 

A lady at a yard sale was discovered to be an err
ing church member. She excused her lack of atten
dance with, "I don't drink, I don't smoke, I don't 
dance, and I don't keep company with those that 
dol" She thought she was better than the majority of 
her peers, and Jesus would, therefore, automatically 
save her. The poor woman was obviously of the 
opinion that instead of being judged on a definite, 
written standard, she would be judged on the curve. 

This was the problem suffered by the lawyer in 
Matthew 22:36. He wanted to keep only the most 
important command, and asked to know what it was. 

In much the same way, some brothers think of 
the laws of God as important or unimportant, big or 
little, with a view to obeying the big ones and ignor
ing the small ones. The thinking goes like this: It is a 
major sin to judge anyone, therefore, it is an insig
nificant sin to fellowship denominations. 

We know it is a sin for women to have a leader
ship role in public worship, but the singing is poor. 
It is a big sin to have poor singing, but a little sin for 
women to lead the singing, therefore, we will have 
two men and two women do the leading. That ought 
to satisfy .everyone. They will lead as a quartet with 
one of the men announcing the. numbers. Maybe 
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God will judge the performance on the curve. 
Maybe 1 Timothy 2:12 will be diluted by the pon
derous sin of poor singing. 

We justify ourselves by ourselves. Paul, through 
the Spirit, observed: "For we dare not make our
selves of the number, or compare ourselves with 
some that commend themselves: but they measuring 
themselves by themselves, and comparing them
selves among themselves, are not wise" (2 Cor. 
10:12). We will be judged not on our own conduct 
or the conduct of others, but by the Word of the liv
ing God Uohn 12:48). 

God does not judge on the curve. He has given us 
a law and by that law we ought to live. Each one of us 
will be judged by what is written in the book (Rom. 
14: 12; Rev. 20: 12). In the day of final reckoning, I 
will not get credit for my wife's good behavior and 
she will not have to answer for my waywardness. 

God set the standard. No one except Jesus has 
ever made the grade. This neither means that the 
standards can be lowered or that man is doomed. The 
love of the Father caused him to extend his mercy 
and grace to man through Jesus Christ. Jesus became 
a sin offering for us· (2 Cor. 5:21). Still, he expects us 
to conform to the will of God (Matt. 7:21). 

Paul answered the question of "shall we sin that 
grace may abound" with a resounding "God forbid" 
(Rom. 6:1-2). Our bodies are to be given as living 
sacrifices (Rom. 12: 1). 

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for what
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 
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Whatsoever Is Not Commanded 
Is Forbidden 

By Bill Lockwood 

David, son of Jesse, had been anointed king of 
Israel, announced by God as the rightful, di
vinely appointed successor to failing king 

Saul (1 Sam. 31; 2 Sam. 1). David was brought by 
he Lord's instruction to Hebron in Judah where he 
was publicly acclaimed as king in the room of Saul. 
Abner, cousin of Saul and the king's chief of staff, 
desired however to follow dynastic Eastern cus
toms by appointing one of Saul's sons, Ishbosheth, 
as king. He was probably not without his personal 
reasons as well since he was Saul's cousin. Ish
bosheth was therefore crowned king at the eastern 
township of Mahanaim (2 Sam. 2:8-9). However, 
God's choice for successor to Saul was David, conse
quently, by the Lord's providence the house of Saul 
crumbled while David's throne was consolidated in 
Hebron. Consider the following as related to these 
events: 

First, David was content to allow God to imple
ment his own desires by his own providential over
sight. It had been God's own design that David be 
appointed head of Israel, nevertheless David: 

Attested his unqualified submission to the guid
ance of God ... not only by not returning to Ju
dah till he had received permission from the 
Lord, but also by the fact that after the tribe of 
Judah had acknowledged him as king, he did not 
go to war with Ishbosheth, but contended him
self with resisting the attack made upon him by 
the supporters of the house of Saul ([2 Sam. 
2: 12ffj, Keil and Delitsch, Commentary on the 
Old Testament, pp. 292-93). 

Compare this to Sarah's lack of faith in the 
promise of God when upon one occasion she sought 
to bring to pass God's intention regarding a son by 
giving Hagar to her husband Abraham that he might 
father a child by her (Gen. 16:3-5). David's kindly 
disposition is also seen in the fact that his first for
mal act as king was the commendation of the men of 
Jabesh-gilead for rescuing the impaled bodies of Saul 
and his sons from the walls of Beth-shan where they 
had been exposed to Philistine ridicule. They had 
demonstrated, according to David, "kindness to the 

Lord's anointed." This can hardly be construed as a 
mere political maneuver on his part since even 
David himself, while a fugitive from Saul's impas
sioned jealousy, had so respected the king. 

Davlcl'slppoiatmeat u llag Eliminated All Otlaers 
Second, the appointment of Ishbosheth by the north
ern tribes as a rival king to David was an open viola
tion of God's commands though, in fact, the Lord 
had never specifically forbidden it. Since David was 
selected, God eliminated all other candidates from 
the throne. Thus: 

The promotion of Ishbosheth as king was not 
only a continuation of the hostility of Saul to
wards David, but also an open act of rebellion 
against Jehovah, who had rejected Saul and cho
sen David prince over Israel, and who had given 
such distinct proofs of this election in the eyes 
of the whole nation, that even Saul had been 
convinced of the appointment of David to be his 
successor to the throne (Keil and Delitzsch, 
Commentary on the Old Testament, pp. 292-
93). 

It is also instructive that even Abner himself, 
who orchestrated the kingship of Ishbosheth (2 Sam. 
3:8), recognized and admitted the fact that God's 
chosen king was actually David. "Jehovah hath spo
ken of David saying, By the hand of my servant 
David I will save my people Israel" (2 Sam. 3:18) 
was Abner's confession. 

This brings to mind the principle found in Scrip
ture that "when men do as a religious service, what 

Rep"'-flu.eiUe 
Bible Class Books 

60Jt tulu.U du•ee I 
•The Cost of Discipleship •The Church Divine 
•The Spirit Summarized • Bible Geography 

Send no money; $10 ea, plus S&H will be billed. 

Louis Rushmore 
lrushmore@aol.com- or- (614) 266-2669 

4325 Southeast Dr. • Steubenville, OH 43952-3353 

April 1996 17 
Fum Foundation . 



they are not commanded to do, it is rejected" (M.C. 
Kurfees, The Instrumental Music Question, by Foy E. 
Wallace, p. 9). So it has always been. Offering instru
mental music in worship to God is open rebellion to 
God since it is a construction of worship after man's 
heart, not God's desire. 

Jesus observed of the Jews who washed hands as a 
religious service, "In vain do they worship me, teach
ing for doctrines the commandments of men." He 
spoke of the scribes and Pharisees of his day who 1) 
were worshiping God; 2) were offering vain worship 
in that they offered that which God had not com
manded; 3) the matter of hand washing was a very 
small matter as far as appearance-sake is concerned, 
but it was sinful because it was not authorized. 

Likewise, the masses today 1) offer mechanical 
instrumental music in worship to God; 2) their wor
ship is vain, and therefore rejected because, as was 
the elevation of Ishbosheth, they are offering that 
which God has not sanctioned; 3) the matter of me
chanical instruments of music seems to be, as is con
strued by defenders, a very small matter. "Surely 
God will not damn anyone for simply playing a pi
ano while he/she sings praises," I have heard 
quipped. No, neither did our Lord reject men simply 
upon the basis that they preferred to clean their 
hands. But it is a disposition to presume to add to 
God's selected offerings which falls under the Lord's 
strictures. 

Florida School 
of Preaching 
1807 South Florida A venue 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 
(813) 683-4043 

f Strong Bible Emphasis 
fTwo-Year Program 
f 100 Semester Hours 
fNo Tuition 
f Scholarships Available 
f Qualified Faculty 
f Approved for V.A. Benefits 
f Call or Write 

Jackie M. Stearsnum, Director 

Training Preachers Since 1969 

18 April 1996 
Fmn Foundation 

Here is a fact, then, that should be thoroughly 
and indelibly impressed upon every heart, that ac
cording to Jesus, an act, such as washing the hands, 
which is wholly sinless outside of religious service is, 
nevertheless, sinful when performed in religious ser
vice in the absence of any command of God. Hence, 
although engaged in worshiping God, men may, at 
the same hme, be under the condemnation of Jesus, 
because they are doing that which is ordered by 
man, and not by the Lord, which Jesus says is vain 
worship (Matt. 15 :8-9). 

John L. Girardeau, professor at Columbia Theo
logical Seminary in South Carolina, put it this way 
over 100 years ago: 

A divine warrant is necessary for every element 
of doctrine, government, and worship in the 
church; that is, whatsoever in the spheres is not 
commanded in the Scriptures, either expressly 
or by good and necessary consequence from 
their statements, is forbidden. 

Worship presented at the altar of man-made reli
gion by means of mechanical instruments of music is 
in violation of the divine warrant in the same sense 
that those who appointed Ishbosheth king acted in 
rebellion against God. When God elected David to 
be king, though he never expressly forbade any 
other from being crowned, he implicitly forbade it. 
When our Lord Jesus Christ appointed singing (Eph. 
5: 19) to be offered as music in worship, he forbade 
the offering of instrumental music to God in wor
ship. To utilize it in worship in the absence of divine 
warrant is to act in rebellion to divine authority. 
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Fro111 Adanf s Rib to Wo111en' s Lib 
111 Rationale for Role Distindions• 

By Steve Higginbotham 

Much is being said today within the religious 
community concerning the role that 
women should take in the worship assem

blies of the church. Many are advocating a much 
broader role for women which would include such 
things as preaching, leading prayer, leading singing, 
waiting on the Lord's table, and even serving as el
ders and deacons. 

The proposed rationale for such' a radical change 
within the church is culture. It is said that the biblical 
objections to women taking a leadership position in 
the church were culturally based, and that "male 
domination" stood on an equal footing with slavery. 
Brother F. LaGard Smith describes their rationale by 
saying: 

Paul regulated (but did not explicitly abolish) sla
very and male domination in his own time, and 
for the very same reason in each instance: so as 
not to hinder the gospel's spread by an abrupt 
break with culture. However, the apostle deci
sively sowed the seeds which eventually would 
grow into the abolition of both institutions. It 
would seem that faithfulness to Paul's missionary 
principles now call for a reversal of his actual ap
plications1 since moral sensitivities of the larger 
culture today are offended by both slavery and by 
the subjugation of women and an insistence on 
either would tend to hinder the gospel's credibil
ity and spread (I'he Cultural Church1 pp. 84-85). 

Now to be sure, there were some things in the 
Bible that were culturally based. And as culture and 
customs changed, the specific application of those 
things may change (riding animals and walking ver
sus going in automobiles and airplanes). 

However, to assert that male spiritual leadership 
was simply a cultural necessity is one thing, to prove 
it from Scripture is quite another. 

In the New Testament, there are three prominent 
passages that address the submissive role of women. 
They are 1 Corinthians 11, 1 Corinthians 14, and 1 
Timothy 2. Let us briefly address these passages to 
determine whether the rationale for the submission 
of women was culturally motivated. 

1 Corinthians 11:1-6: There are many difficult 

issues in this passage. However, it is not my intent 
to address all of these difficulties. What I would like 
to examine is simply the rationale, if any, that was 
given for the submissive role of women. 

First, notice that the role distinctions have noth
ing to do with value (1 Cor. 11:3). Christ is cer
tainly in no way inferior to the Father, neither is the 
woman inferior to the man. A woman's value is not 
diminished because she is in submission to man any 
more than Christ's value is diminished by his sub
mission to God the Father. 

In 1 Corinthians 11:5, Paul said that it was a 
dishonorable thing for a woman to pray or proph
esy with her head uncovered. However, it was not 
dishonorable for a man to pray or prophesy with his 
head uncovered. Now, I know that there are a 
myriad of questions that could be asked about this 
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section of Scripture, but it's my intent just to ask 
one: "Why was it dishonorable for a woman to pray 
or prophesy with her head uncovered, but it was 
permissible for the man?" The answer is provided in 
verses 7 through 9: "For a man indeed ought not to 
cover his head, since he is the image and glory of 
God, but the woman is the glory of the man. For 
man is not from woman, but woman from man. Nor 
was man created for the woman, but the woman for 
the man" (NKJV). The appeal for prohibiting 
women from doing what the men could do was not 
culture, but creation! Paul did not defend this role 
distinction upon the basis of culture, but upon the 
creation order that transcends culture. 

1 Corinthians 14:34: We need to be careful 
when we appeal to this passage in an attempt to ad
dress the role of women. Do not misunderstand, it 
does address the role of women in the church, but to 
ignore the context of this passage is to open one's 
self up to many problems. This passage is couched in 
the context of miraculous gifts and how they were to 
be regulated. And in this context, Paul said, "Let 
your women keep silent in the churches, for they are 
not permitted to speak; but they are to be submis
sive." Here is where we need to be careful to keep 
this passage in its context, because it also commands 
some men to keep silent (1 Cor. 14:28, 30). 

However, let us explore a very important ques
tion: 'Why were the men and the women in this pas
sage commanded to keep silent?" Notice that the ap
peal for the silence of men differs from the appeal for 
the silence of women. In the case of the men, they 
were instructed to keep silent so as not to create con-

fusion by having more than one speaking at the same 
time (1 Cor. 14:33). But this is not the appeal for si
lence on behalf of the women. In the case of women, 
they were instructed to keep silent and submissive 
because "the law says" (1 Cor. 14:34). Many stu
dents of the Bible believe that law refers to Genesis 
3:16, "Your desire shall be for your husband, and he 
shall rule over you." Again, we have a role distinction 
set forth, and again the appeal was not culture, but 
creation. Paul appeals for the women to keep silent, 
not because of Corinthian culture, but because of 
God's creation order from the very beginning. 

1 Timothy 2:9-15: Here, too, Paul expresses a 
role distinction between men and women. In con
trast to men who are instructed to pray everywhere 
(1 Tim. 2:8), women are not permitted to "teach or 
to have authority over a man, but to be in silence" (1 
Tim. 2: 12). And to what did Paul appeal for such a 
role distinction? "For Adam was first formed, then 
Eve" (1 Tim. 2: 13). Once again, the appeal is to cre
ation, not culture. 

Does it not seem the least bit strange that we are 
being told by some that the role distinctions of men 
and women were culturally motivated, but in the 
three passages that address these different roles, not 
once is culture mentioned? Paul never appealed to 
culture as his rationale for role distinctions. The 
"cultural argument" is merely an assertion without 
any supporting evidence. These role distinctions are 
a part of the divine order from a sovereign God that 
must be respected. 
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The Rationale for Role Distindions 
,.., . ............ -.;. .~ . 

I· .. ~:.- ~ • 1.,, I , Role'·· Rationale . - ·. Passage I . -
1 Corinthians 11:1-16 Not permitted to pray or prophesy The appeal is to the creation 

as the man order, not to culture 

1 Corinthians 14:1-40 Not permitted to speak but are to The appeal is to the law (Gen. 
be submissive. 3:16), not to culture. 

1 Timothy 2:1-15 Not permitted to teach or have 
The appeal is to the creation authority over the man: to be 

submissive. order, not to culture. 

In every instance where the submissive role of women is mentioned, 
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the appeal or rationale has been to the creation order. 
In no instance did Paul base this role distinction upon culture. 



Thoughts for Christian Women 

Dress for Resped 
By Irene C. Taylor 

The clothes we wear may not "make the man,, 
but they make a definite statement about our 
attitude toward self and others. Business 

leaders recognize this and emphasize the importance 
of dressing for success. The way we present our
selves reflects our attitude toward life in general. We 
have become so casual in our dress, we think casu
ally about events toward which respect should be 
shown. A lax dress code shows a lack of respect. 

There was a time when Christians knew there 
was to be a difference in our manner of dress from 
that of the world. Christians believed the wisdom of 
1 Timothy 2:9, "In like manner also, that women 
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shame
facedness and sobriety., Christian women dressed 
modestly, attractively, and femininely when in public 
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and were treated with respect. 
Their demeanor, in turn, showed 
respect for the occasion. This was 
especially true of such occasions as 
worship services, weddings, and fu
nerals. Alas, such is not true today. 

While on a trip sometime back 
we attended worship services at two 
different congregations of the Lord's people. At the 
morning service I found myself one of three or four 
ladies in a dress. At the evening service I was the 
only lady so attired. Imagine being conspicuous in 
a dress at a worship service! The attire of the women 
was not a nice pantsuit but rather the ultra-casual 
attire one might wear to the ball park. Some were 
dressed in the same manner as that formerly worn 
by women working in the field. This was true of 
both the older and younger women. The attire 
was not due to a need for warmth; the season was 
summer time. The slogans on some of the shirts were 
not appropriate for home let alone a service de
signed to pay honor and respect to the Lord. It 
was not surprising that the conduct during the 
service fell short of the respect due the God of 
heaven. 

There is a principle portrayed in a beautiful 
hymn which used to be sung frequently in our 
services, "Give of the Best to Your Master." This 
song suggests a standard which needs to be revived 
today. Our casual attitude toward things sacred has 
infiltrated more than our dress. The best that we 
have in dress should display respect for self and 
others. 

Too often we dress more appropriately for wed
dings and funerals than for our worship to the God 
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of heaven. The former is to honor a human; the lat
ter is to pay homage to Deity. Who among us would 
appear in the presence of a ruler of any nation in the 
same attire some wear in the worship assembly? 

Many businesses have a strict dress code and em
ployees know they must conform or be fired. Elders 
should not have to instigate a dress code but we ob
viously need to be reminded that our appearance 
does matter. Can you visualize the uproar that 
would be caused if elders announced a dress code 
for worship? It is odd we would honor regulations 
set by a business and be offended when asked to 
dress properly on the street and in worship. 

It is said that in some areas the casual dress for 
worship is downright immodest. Shame on both the 
wearer and the elders who allow it. 

In the beginning, after the entrance of sin, Adam 
and Eve made for themselves aprons for a covering 
(Gen. 3:7). God deemed these inadequate and made 
"coats of skin and clothed them" (Gen. 3:21). Some 
have described the aprons as loin clothes and the 
coats of skin as a tunic or long coat. Whatever the 
contrast was, we can know God intended that the 
clothing be modest. Further, it should be noted that 

God clothed both the man and woman! Often the 
emphasis on modest apparel is directed to woman 
only, but God saw the need for both to be modesdy 
attired. 

Often the sad response is, "No one tells me what 
to wear. It's no one's business what I wear." But that 
is not really true. One is governed either by biblical 
principles or by society's current fashion designers. 
We may protest that we should be able to wear what 
we choose; but the decision is made for us either by 
often godless designers or by the Bible. 

In addition, each of us has a responsibility not to 
dress in such fashion as to contribute to the tempta
tion of another. Thanks to the feminists, today's 
mindset of women places an equal responsibility on 
men to dress with care. 

Thomas Eaves does a lot of work with prisoners. 
In a prison, he observed .the following sign in the re
ception room. "Visitors must be appropriately 
dressed. Underwear and bras must be worn. No hal
ter tops; no shorts. No revealing clothing." 

May the day return when all Christians dress 
properly on all occasions. P. 0. Box 464 

Rjpley, 1N 38063. 
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Negative Preaching 
By Tom Adams 

F ifteen to 20 years after I started preaching, I 
began hearing people say, "Negative preach
ing; ... His preaching is too negative; ... He's 

a negative preacher." Before that time, I had never 
given it any thought. I assumed that when a preacher 
urged people to accept Christ, obey the gospel, and 
live godly, he was being "positive" and when he 
preached against sin and worldliness, he was being 
"negative." I considered this to be balanced preach
ing that all can appreciate. 

It is my impression that critics who use these ex
pressions think that "negativism" is a criminal of
fense, but do not see themselves as negative. Seem
ingly they think that this is about as low as a 
preacher can sink and God is so displeased that he 
cannot wait to deal with such perverters in a most 
se~!.[~~W.~Y· In a .twist of Paul's words of Romans 
16:t1;···they seem to say, "Mark preachers who 
preach negatively and avoid them at all cost." 
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Some years ago I heard of a large metropolitan 
church whose elders warned their ministers (they 
had several) that if a word of negativism came from 
the pulpit, the guilty one would be fired, which is 
being pretty negative. I do not know if any were 
fired for this reason, but I do know that many Bible 
spokesmrn would not be allowed to preach from . 
that pulpit. For example, God could not preach for 
that congregation. He might wish to preach the ten 
commandments. Eight of them are negative. Jeremi
ah was told "to root out, and to pull down, and to 
destroy, and to throw down, to build and to plant" 
Oer. 1:10). Four negatives and two positives; a two
to-one ratio. The aposde Paul instructed T1ntothy to 
"reprove, rebuke and exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:2). Again, a two-to-one ra
tio in favor of negativism. Jesus could not preach in 
this church. At times he was a negative preacher. A 
simple reading of his denunciations of the scribes 



and Pharisees (Matt. 23) would warrant this conclu
siOn. 

Seemingly some want a preacher to be a combi
nation of Dale Carnegie, Norman Vincent Peale, and 
Bob Hope. In 20 minutes he can impart to them a 
few pearls of wisdom, some thoughts on how to win 
friends and influence people, an admonition always 
to think positive, and a few good one-liners to keep 
all in good humor and awake. Never mind that sin 
may be widespread in the camp, and the saving gos
pel is not presented. 

I once heard of a man who preached God's Word 
on a weekly radio program and "let the chips fall 
where they may." The station manager offered this 
suggestion, "You should make your sermons more 
positive and less negative." The preacher said he 
would take that under advisement. The following 
week, he told the manager: "I have decided to do as 
you suggested. I'm going to be 100 percent positive 
for what the Bible teaches as right and 100 percent 
positive against what it says is wrong." He did not 
change his messages, but now he was a "positive" 
preacher. 

The bitter denunciation of negative preaching 

Brown 
IJ'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667-Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

may be a variation of "if you don't like the message, 
shoot the messenger." Through the ages, God has 
told his spokesmen to cry aloud, tell this people, lift 
your voice, speak, preach, and prophesy. Often the 
man of God was to be against bad things. I have 
never found one passage where God gave the com
mand to "eliminate all the negatives and accentuate 
only the positive." When a teacher "tells it like it is," 
toes are stepped on, and to get even with the 
preacher for exposing sin, he is branded as negative. 
In today's wishy-washy world, that will destroy him. 

Paul charged Timothy to: 
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with alllongsuf
fering and doctrine. For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
after their own lusts shall they heap to them
selves teachers, having itching ears; And they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth and 
shall be turned unto fables (2 Tim. 4:2-4). 

P. 0. Box 667 
Calera, OK 74730 
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UTA Sponsor: College of Engineering 

Creation or Evolution 
••• Wbieh'l 

Science and Nature: Two Votes for God 

Bert Thompson, Ph.D. 
Microbiology 

April 19-21, 1996 

Frldsy, Apr/119 
7:00 p.m ........ The Creation/Evolution Controversy 

Saturday, April 20 
1:00 p.m . ....... Creation or Evolution - Which? (I) 

Two, and only two, choices: creation or 
evolution; theistic evolution; dinosaurs, 
creationists, science and the Bible; the 
record of fossils (except fossil man) 

3:30 p.m ........ Creation or Evolution - Which? (2) 
The Genesis account of creation; the Noahic 
flood, the Bible, science, earth's age, the 
record of fossils 

5:00p.m ........ Question-and-answer session 
••• 

Friday snd Saturday l«ture• held st 
University of Texas at Arlington 
Social Work Complex • Bldg. A· Room109 

211 S. Cooper at Border St. • Arlington, Texas 

Sunday, April 21 ••• 
9:00 a.m ........ Scientific Evidences for the Inspiration 

of the Bible 
10:00 a.m . ....... The Effect of Evolution on the Home, 

Church, and Nation 
••• 

Sunday lectures IHIId st 
Northeast Church of Christ 

1245 Karla Dr. • Hurst, Texas 
(1 block w of Hurstview Dr. • off Bedford Euless Rd.) 
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Over I I 0 years of the 

Firm Foundation 
is soon to be available on CD-ROM. 

New enhanced features have been added: 
• Search the text for words or phrases 

• Search for Scripture references 

• Search through one issue or multiple issues 

• Print a sentence or an entire article 

• Copy and paste text into your own document 
• Available for • WindowsTll • MaclntoshTll • DOS 

Prepublication price- $375.00 
After this special offer the price will be $525.00 

Special monthly payment plans are available to help you purchase your copy 

for the low prepublication price. 

To reserve your copy of this valuable study tool call 
Eddie Whitten • 1-800-572-3619 

or mall a check for $375.00 to 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P. 0 . Box 210876 • Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 

(Money-back guarantee) 

Macintosh Ia a licensed trademark or Apple Computer Inc. Windowa Ia a trademark or Microsoft Corporation. 
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Potpourri ••. 
The Firm Foundation is continuing to grow in 

number of readers. Each month we move up 
a little - not near enough - but some. Any 

progress for a publication in today's world is good, 
but we look forward to the time when our subscrip
tion ljst will be larger than it has ever been. Your 
help is needed for us to realize this goal. The com
mendation of our faithful readers keeps us going. 
When we open the mail and read such things as 
"Thanks for the good work you are doing, ... I have 
been taking the Firm Foundation many years, except 
when Lemons got off the track so bad. You fellows 
are staying the course. Enjoy the paper much. It is on 
the right track. I love this paper," we are confirmed 
in our unwavering determination to stand fast in ear
nestly contending for basic Bible teaching. 

WVBS 
OWorld Video Bible School distributes video 

tapes at a price below the cost of materials. This is 
possible because good brethren are willing to give 
unselfishly of their time and ability. Dr. Adron Do
ran of Lexington, Ky., has recently finished a series 
on Restoration History. He is an expert in the field 
and the tapes are informative and helpful. The tapes 
can be ordered at a modest cost from World Video 
Bible School, RR 1 Box 121, Maxwell, TX 78656-
9797, or call (512) 398-5211. We thank God for the 
good work being done by WVBS. 

Come study the Bible with us! 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 

• 2,600-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualif:l.ed faculty 

Director 
EumnueiB.Daucheri¥ 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P.O. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041-o785 

(304) 845-8001 

OAlso, Everrett Donaldson announces the publi
cation of his new book, The Legacy of Raccoon john 
Smith, which can be ordered from North Ridge Pub
lishing, 232 Ridge Road, Mt. Sterling, KY 40353 at a 
cost of $13 for paperback and $20 for hardback. 

How lhout That? 
0 Michael Pearson, Associated Press Writer, says 

that the Reformed Presbyterians do not use mechani
ca't instrument of music in worship. Jerry O'Neil, a 
Reformed Presbyterian preacher, explains: "The 
purpose is to present worship that's pleasing to God, 
not what's pleasing to us. God doesn't need all the 
instruments to know there's real praise going on. 
There's an absolute standard, and it's the Bible." 

I New Hymnal 
OThe United Church of Christ (liberal denomi

nation) has issued a new song book. Its purpose is to 
present a genderless God and a pacificist attitude. 
They have removed from the songs printed in the 
new book words like "darkness" and "blindness" as 
offensive to African-Americans and the visually chal
lenged. The hymnal avoids male pronouns for God. 
It presents a new song titled "Mothering God, You 
Gave Me Birth." In the new book the song, "Be 
Thou My Vision" no longer exclaims, "Thou my 
great father, I thy true son I Thou in me dwelling, 
and I with thee one." The revised lyrics read, 
"Mother and Father, you are both to me I now and 
forever, your child I will be." In "Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing," the first line concludes, "Glory to the 
Christ-Child bring," instead of "Glory to the new
born King." The reason is male hierarchs, like kings, 
are doubly dubious to the editors of the new hymnal 
(Newsweek, Feb. 12). 

Same Sex Marriages 
OOn a recent episode of "Friends," two women 

exchanged marriage vows. And last week, the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors offered its blessing, 
voting to grant gay couples the right to a symbolic 
civil wedding ceremony. Couples who pay $35 to 
register with the city as domestic partners can pay 
$30 more to have a simple ceremony at the county 
clerk's office. The nuptials will not constitute a legal 
marriage. 
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Before it becomes law on March 21, the bill 
must be heard again by the board. No state currendy 
recognizes same-sex marriages, though a court case 
pending in Hawaii could change that next year. But 
New York City and Madison, Wis., already provide 
non-binding ceremonies for domestic partners. And 
hundreds of municipalities, academic institutions 
and businesses - including Hertz, Disney, Lotus, 
Levi Strauss, and AT&T- grant employees and 
customers some domestic partnership benefits (U.S. 
News & World Report, Feb. 12). 

Hell a Big Void 
OThe Fort Worth Star-Telegram ijan. 18) reports 

that a Church of England commission has rejected 
the idea of hell as a place of fire and screams of un
ending agony, describing it instead as annihilation 
for all who reject the love of God. The report says, 
"Hell is not eternal torment, but it is the final and ir
revocable choosing of that which is opposed to God 
so completely and so absolutely that the only end is 
total nonbeing." 

Shucks, the ]ehovah,s Witnesses and Edward 
Fudge (The Fire That Consumes), elder of the Bering 
Drive church in Houston, are way ahead of the 
Church of England. They have been saying the same 
thing for years. Wonder how long it will be before 
they decide that "eternal" reward is the same as 
"eternal punishment" and relegate heaven to nonex
istence. 

Radicals oa the Left 
OJohn Leo (U.S. News &World Report, Feb. 12) 

reports that a group at Williams College decried 
"supposedly correct capitalization" as ways of "try
ing to control women that lead direcdy to their sub
jugation." They say, capitalizing the first letter of a 
written sentence unfairly prioritizes that letter at the 
expense of the other underprivileged letters that fol
low. He also reported that two female professors at 
California State University at Chico said a university 
help-wanted ad seeking "a dynamic classroom 
teacher" was unfair because many women, Asians 
and Hispanics operate in a subdued and non-dy
namic manner. "Dynamic," the two female profes
sors thought, is a code word for white males. The ar
ticle tells about a new version of the New Testament 
and Psalms (Oxford University Press) that has the 
Lord's prayer begin, "Our Father-Mother in 
Heaven." The 63rd Psalm's "Thy right hand upholds 
me" made lefthanders feel bad is now "your strong 
hand upholds me." "Kingdom," an overly male 
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word, is now "dominion." The word "darkness" 
when referring to evil or ignorance has been re
moved out of deference to dark-skinned people. Leo 
claims that "language from the House welfare-re
form bill - 'marriage is the foundation of a success
ful society' - seemed harmless, but aides of Sen. 
Packwood thought it might hurt the feelings of di
vorced and single people, so they changed it to 'mar
riage is a foundation of a successful society.'" Finally, 
a former Mouseketeer is suing Disneyland because 
her three grandchildren were traumatized when they 
saw Disney characters disrobing and were shocked 
to see they were simply human beings in disguise. 

The Firm Foundation understands that these are 
extreme positions of far-to-the-left radicals and are 
not typical of most members of the church. We read 
about such nonsense and smile. Still, they are straws 
in the wind and give an indication of where our soci
ety may go, if not headed off. Some feminists (and 
misguided university professors) seek to circumvent 
the divine mandate that "the head of the woman is 
the man" (1 Cor. 11 :3). Undercurrents, coming from 
radical-feminists and homosexuals, seek to destroy 
the underpinnings of the Bible concept of marriage 
and family. In a misplaced attempt to protect the 
rights of women, the sovereignty of an Almighty 
Heavenly Father is under attack, and this erodes the 
authority of the Bible. When we subscribe to the 
nutty idea that little children think that cartoon 
characters are real people and that animals can com
municate through language, we have subtly en
dorsed evolutionism and humanism. 

Drugs 
0 Parents need to take note that there is an in

crease in the use and abuse of drugs in the United 
States. Children, if not warned and watched, may be 
caught up in this vicious vice. There is an excellent 
article in the Reader,s Digest (Feb. '96) which gives 
some good information about what's going on 
among some teens. The reporter, Daniel R. Levine, 
helps us understand that there is no such thing as an 
innocent, recreational drug. He says, "Marijuana is 
also a 'gateway' drug: few cocaine, LSD or heroin 
users did not first smoke pot. One reason is that the 
teen who uses marijuana is more likely to come into 
contact with users and sellers of harder drugs." 
Levine continues, "Moreover, teen-age marijuana 
use is linked to criminal behavior. In 1993, 26 per
cent of all male teens arrested in major cities tested 
positive for marijuana." A word to the wise. 



Segregatloa 
OA black woman was barred from a meeting of 

White Women Against Racism because the presence 
of a black woman would make whites uncomfortable 
as they examined their racist ways. 

leap Your Eyes Ope• 
Olt is reported (Human Events, Feb. 2, 1996): 

"The heavy hand of homosexuals has been laid on 
the New York City public schools HIV/AIDS curricu
lum. It now covers kindergarten through the 12th 
year; ... it is of the same piece as the earlier guides 
emanating from a well-meaning advisory council ap
pointed by the New York City Board of Education." 
The "guide" as quoted in Human Events is not fit to 
be read by anyone, much less by small children in el
ementary school. 

Southwed Lectureship 
OThe Southwest Church of Christ will present 

its annual Lectureship April14-17. During the event 
a demonstration of the Firm Foundation on com
puter CD-ROM will be given. Other displays will 
show various materials available for teaching the 
sanctified and the lost. Gary Colley is the lectureship 
director. 

Our Frieuds to the lortll 
OAn arm of the Canadian government that runs 

the radio and television programming has brought 
cases before the Superior Court seeking to have the 
Bible banned from broadcasting. Saskatoon lawyer 
Janet Epp Buckingham said, "Currently Canadian 
Radio-television and Telecommunications Commis
sion policies ... have more than once been used to 
block Christian programs because of comments on 
homosexuality. Freedom of religion is now seen by 
many as no longer an absolute right. Christians 
should not be complacent. There is an on-going at
tempt to silence everyone who believes in absolute 
morality." Be watchful. If it can happen in Canada, it 
can happen in the good old USA. 

Progress? 
ONewsweek ijan. 8, 1996) says that the divorce 

rate (per 1,000 people) increased from 3.5 percent 
in 1945 to 4.6 percent in 1996. Not good, but not as 
bad as many may have expected. But -listen to this 
- the rate of children born out of wedlock in
aeased from 3.9 percent in 1945 to 31 percent in 
1996. That is horrible! About one third of the chil
dren born today are ••• well, illegitimate. What has 
happened to the morals of the people of America? 

How Old? 
OAstronomers became spin doctors as the aca

demic battle over the age of the universe heats up. 
"Any confusion we are experiencing is just because 
so much is being learned so fast," astronomer Vera 
C. Rubin said as she attempted to clean up the space 
dust generated by a battle between those who think 
the universe is a prepubescent 8 billion to 12 billion 
years old and those who peg it at 15 to 20 billion. 
Well, what's 7 to 8 billion to an astronomer? That's 
only about a 40 percent margin of error. So who 
cares? It is only science. If a Bible writer did some-. 
thing that silly, he would be tortured, and ridden out 
of town on a rail. 

Breakfast Everyoae7 
OJon Gary Williams of LaVergne, Tenn., advises 

that Nashville-area preachers were invited to a 
breakfast meeting at the Belmont church building to 
learn what God is doing in the lives of several 
"Nashville pastors." Among these "pastors" were 
Jerry Sutton (Baptist), Don Pinto, a self proclaimed 
"apostle" and well-know charismatic, and Rubel 
Shelly. Fp 

Second Annual 

Nor-Mid-Tenn. 
Lectureship 

-May 4-8, 1998-

"Fight the Good Fight" 

Saturday, May 4 
2:30.p.m ....••• "Rghting the Good Fight for Morals 

In the World" ...••••• James W. Watkins 

3:45p.m ....... "Building Men to Rght the Good Rghr 
•......•.•...•...........•.•••••••. Don McWhorter 
"Building Women to Fight the Good. 
Fighr ....................... Jane McWhorter 

Sunday, May 6 
2:30p.m ......• First Sunday Sumner County Singing 

at Clearview 
3:45p.m •.••.•• •Rghting the Good Rght in Our 

Missions" .......•....•..••••••• Earl Edwards 
Monday, May 6 

7:00p.m .•.•.•. •Rght the Good Rght of Faith: Con
ceming the Liberal Agenda" 
.....••.•••.••.•..•.•..•••.......•..•••• Tom Holland 

• • • • • 
The lectureship will be held at the building of th6 

Clearvlew Church of Chrlat, 
470 Clearvlew Rd., 

Cottontown, TN 37048. 
North of Nashville -just a few mlnutBS off 1-65 Exit 112. 
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Religion and- Politics 
By E. Claude Gardner 

Molly Dawidow who is an American citizen 
presendy living in Poland with her hus
band, evangelist Mike Dawidow, gave the 

following report of Vice President AI Gore's visit to 
Warsaw in the spring of 1993: 
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This past month marked the fiftieth anni
versary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. In sum
mer of 1940, walls were constructed around 
parts of Jewish quarters of Warsaw and Jews 
from all over the Third Reich were ordered to 
move within the designated area. Three years of 
unimaginable horror and terror ensued ending 
in an armed revolt in April 1943 in which a few 
thousand of the remaining Jews heroically de
fied Nazi arms and tanks until finally crushed 
four weeks later. 

People have worked relendessly these past 
fifty years to perpetuate hatred against all Ger
mans and keep alive the memories of injustices 
inflicted upon them as a people until it some
time seems that a permanent veil of gloom 
settled over this nation in 1939 daunting us yet 
today. Sometimes I wonder if it would not be 
better to forgive and forget or at least let the 
next generation get on with life without burden
ing them with the heaviness of all this malice 
and bitterness. In Warsaw you can hardly tum a 
corner without encountering burning candles 
and fresh flowers under a plaque which reads 
'On this spot on (date) the Hiderite criminals 
killed (number) Polish Oewish) men, women 
and children.' Even on the brightest spring day 
with lilacs blooming, traffic bustling, and care
free children playing all around, the ghosts of 
the victims of Nazi horrors seem to be groaning 
out of the sidewalks. Eight hundred thousand 
Warsaw civilians died in the war - not counting 
the Jews who were temporarily housed in the 
Ghetto before being shipped off to the gas 
chambers. There is hardly a block in the down
town area which was not a place of execution. 

For the commemoration of the 50th anni
versary of the Warsaw Uprising, dignitaries from 
around the globe convened in the Polish capital 
this past month. Vice President AI Gore repre
sented the United States of America at the cer
emonies and laid a wreath at the new Holocaust 
memorial. I am ever proud of the American del
egations at times like these, riding in long shiny 
Cadillac limousines flying the Stars and Stripes 
and accompanied by good-looking Marine 
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guards in smart uniforms with impeccable pa
rade drills. However one incident occurred 
which disturbed us no little. 

Unlike representatives from other nations, 
our Southern Baptist Vice President alone chose 
to accompany Polish President Lech Walensa to 
his morning prayers and participated in a Ro
man Catholic Mass honoring 'Mary, Queen of 
Poland,' kneeling before her altar and sticking 
out his tongue to receive the 'Holy Eucharist' 
from the Archbishop of Poland. The service was 
televised nationwide on prime time news. What 
AI Gore as a person does religiously is no busi
ness of mine or the American or Polish people, 
but when he represents the United States of 
America in a foreign country, I think he should 
investigate and weigh any political messages he 
may be sending by participation in a strictly reli
gious service - especially in a new democracy 
which is struggling to define the meaning of 
separation of church and state. 

Right now in Poland there are bills up for 
approval by the Sejm to make Roman Catholi
cism the state religion. These laws would give 
the Catholic church even more power in gov
ernment and control of education, social ser
vices, and civil matters as well as gready restrict 
freedom of religion for any non-Catholic 
groups. In view of this, I feel that Vice President 
Gore's actions were unquestionably ill advised 
and imprudent. 

And is it not rather inconsonant for the rep
resentative of a nation which does· not even per
mit a Christmas Nativity Scene or the singing of 
Christmas carols in public schools to participate 
in an official capacity in a Roman Catholic mass 
while on a mission to commemorate the death 
of millions of Jews? May God have mercy on us 
all! 372 MillS St. 

Henderson, TN.37340 
.fF 
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Diredory -Florida- Vuginia- Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. Ocarwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 

Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 

AdvettisiDg in this section is $30 per 1iDe per year. Davidson, minister. • •••• 
- Mississippi -

Ffrm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Tens 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Ancborage-7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or R.C. RaP."~~ ~33-5274. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 7!~-~!~8. 

Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks,• WjTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 --)c : i''-' 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. cast of 1-75, use Highway Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
(904) 376-4343 or 3?~-?~~7. 3866, 334-3757. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. . . . . . 
Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida Sch~l.o! !reaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., '!~d: ?;30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt"l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872) •••••• 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m • 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hartley Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., Orlando-Wmter Park- South Seminole Church 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
Darrell Brolcing, preacher. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 

Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (SOl) 932-4328. 

- California -

(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minist'o'r. ..... 
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. ..... 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-

-Ohio-
Dayton -Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley p;,.,. FoundatioN Lec
tureship. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Fairborn,. near Dayton· and Wright-Patterson 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Lawrence, minister. (513)·878-1162 • . . . . . 
Saa Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast p;,.,. FoundtmoN 
Lcctareship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
~ier, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

eeatl'al 
·Cavae& OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church Sl, Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.in., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Idaho- -Oklahoma-
Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 59th, 1A mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m.HomeofOitlaboma 

City School of Biblical Shuliu, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. -Indiana-

Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott Lowder, 

minister. 787-5814. 
-Michigan-

-Oregon-
Garden City- 1657 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Fred Davis, Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
minister. (313) 422-8660 office, (313) 427-4416 p.m., caii786-97S4 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. -Colorado-
res.l-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlelbelt, right 2 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West blks. - Pennsylvania -
Victory Way. (upstain) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. ..... 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Churdl of Christ 

4690 s. Logan, (303)789-4749 

- Minnesota - Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania p;,.,. FOIIN-
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. dation Lectureship. 
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- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Osc:ar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Chauanoop - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Coc:bran, preacher. Home of the Firm Fmm-
dalio8 Lectureship. • •••• 
Qoaville- Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
funmie B. Hill, minister. . . . . . 

west Lectureship. Publisher of The ClnUiia 
W'orhr, •ne Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher; 
joseph D. Meador, director of SWS~. _ . . . . . . 
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of •Matters of 11fE Faith. • 

DcntoD - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7~3~ .P;O: 
Houston -Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst- Nonheast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. ••••• 

Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-2388, Lynn Blair, minister. 

San Antonio - Sh~d~~ Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. ..... 
San Antonio - Nonhem Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop -1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30-p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. ..... 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 

IClein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith- minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 
KohrviUe Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobb': ~r.~her. 

..... 
ML Juliet - The Vlllages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes &om downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 (804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Robcrt;o~ •County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65- 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelisL Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South-

Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. ••••• 

Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 plm. 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. . .... 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 611-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. 'h mile S. 1-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., (307) 638-746~ •••• 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9,- 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

Now available from the Firm Foundation 
Christ for the World 
1996 Vacatio~ Bible School Series 
"Christ for the World" is the theme for the 1996 Vacation Bible School Series published by the Firm 
Foundation. The church that Jesus built must realize more clearly its mission in the world and become 
more involved in carrying the message of Christ to the lost. 

Lesson 1: Christ for the World- 1 Timothy 3:16 r 

Aim: To show that Christ has brought salvation to all men who will obey him. 
Lesson 2: Our Privilege- Matthew 28:19-20 

Aim: To show that Christians have the privilege of telling others about Christ. 
Lesson 3: Prayer and Teaching the Gospel - Matthew 9:36-68 

Aim: To show the place of prayer in spreading the gospel. 
Leason 4: Keeping the Saved Saved - 2 Timothy 2:2 

Aim: To show the Importance of teaching Christ's will to be saved. 
Lesson 5: It Is Not In Vain - Galatians. 6:9 

Aim: To show that labor for the Lord Is never useiBSS. 

Nursery - Adults 
Student Workbooks • Teacher's Manual • VISual Aids • Supplementary Supplies 
(form8tly published by GT Press) 

Order your sample kits today! • $31.95 per kit • Firm Foundation •. 1-BOG-572-3619 
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CLAS .SIFIED For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Boolcfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 

accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, 1X 76095-7876. Claasified and dis
ploy ads must be received 6 wHks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the firs1 of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians he lping Ch ristians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 

Preachers Wanted 
The church in Pocahontas, TN is seeking a full
time minister. Four-BR house is provided. Send 
resume to Church of Christ, 12020 Pea Vine Rd., 
Pocahontas, TN 38061. For more information call 
Ken Rowland (901) 376-1531 or Terry Kirk (901) 
376-0839. 

The church in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full-time 
minister. Please send resume and tape (if possible) 
to Search Committee, P.O. Box 3824, Estes Park, 
co 80517. 

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife teaching team. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting time, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn't furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 
tape, resume, and family picture to Church of 
Christ, Box J, Del Norte, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains of Morgan 
County seeks energetic preacher. Ideal for ex· 
military or retired couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Contact Matt 
Morrison (915) 674-2638. 

Sound congregation looking for a conservative 
minister. Partial support would be needed. We can 
offer house, utilities, and $800.00 month. Send 
resume and tape to Westside Church of Christ, 
1625 N. 7th St., Arkansas City, KS 67005. (316) 
442-3100 or (316) 442-0854. 

Full-time evangelist. Salary and benefits included. 
Attn: Elders, Erie Church of Christ, 2317 W. 
Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA 16506. Call (ch. bldg.). 
(814) 838-4866. 

Position Available. The Southwestern Church of 
Christ is currently conducting a search for a full· 
time minister. This active congregation is located 
in a rapidly growing community in a southwest 
suburb of Columbus, Ohio. Applicants must have 
at least five-years successful pulpit ministry, personal 
evangelism, and counseling experience. They must 
have completed a program of biblical studies at a 
Christian College or School of Preaching. Please 
send your resume, a cassette tape of one of your 
sermons, a sample of one of your written Bible 
class lessons, and references from your work, school, 
and community to Ron Phillips, Preachers 
Committee Chairman, Southwestern Church of 
Christ, 3767 Grove City Road, Grove City, Ohio 
43123. 

Minister needed for South Hillsborough Church of 
Christ, small congregation about 25 miles south of 
Tampa, serving Ruslcin, Sun City Center, and Apollo 
Beach. Candidate should be semiretired with some 
financial support. Great opportunity to increase 

year-round membership while nurturing current 
members, many who only spend winter season here. 
Send resume to or call Walter Aton, 2504 Lancaster 
Dr., Sun City Center, FL 33573. (813) 633-1074. 

Do you enjoy working with people? Preacher 
needed to work with a congregation of 45-50 
members in a rural community in SW Nebraska. 
New Home and partial s2lary provided, for a self
motiv2ted, conservative person, who speaks the 
truth in Love. Prefer middle-aged or older 
individual, with experience, with good 
communication skills. Send resume, sermon tape, 
and photo to Westside Church of Christ, Box 674, 
Imperial, Nebraska 69033, (308) 882-4213. 

Mid-Missouri congregation of 30-40 seeks a family 
man who is strong in the faith and dedicated to 
teaching the truth. Must be an active personal 
worker because he truly cares for lost souls. Send 
resume and video/audio tape to Olive Street Church 
of Christ, 420 N. Olive, Mexico, MO 65265. Call 
Wesley at (573) 581-5958 or Larry at (573) 581· 
8771 for more information. Position will begin 
June 1. 

Preacher needed for small congregation of 40-50 
members. ASAP. We need someone experienced 
for a growing church and a growing community. 
We can pay $200.00/wk. Will need some support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1066, 
Three Forks, MT 59752 or contact Jim Ward, 
(406) 285-4135 or Glen Hall, (406) 285-4545. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher, 58, married, wants to relocate in general 
area of N. TX or S. OK with congregation of 50-
100. Have been with church in Eunice, LA for 16 
years. BSE and MA from ACU in 1959 and 1964. 
For resume, references, and info., write Jerry A. 
Price, 331 S. 4th, Eunice, LA 70535, or call 318-
546-0347. Need to be nearer aging parents. 

Minister to relocate. (318) 686-7412. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Major Prophets 
(1995 lectureship). The Minor Prophets (1990). The 
Providence of God (1989). Order from POWER 
Publications, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. Each book 
$15.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. Multiple 
orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994) - S 17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Chrisr, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Experienced missionary needs additional support 
$1,500 monthly. You may take over any amount. 
Write to HJD, Postfach 48, A-2380 Perchtoldsdorf, 
Austria. Supervising congregation Parle Heights 
Church of Christ, Hamilton, TX. 

Mission2ry couple looking for congregation to 
support us in Latin America. Longtime experience 
in Latin America and Europe. Fluent in Spanish. 
Available at any time. Send your correspondence 
to Missions Ministry, P.O. Box 655, Graton, CA 
95444. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long· 
term residual income. Prepare for your retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

-Advertising Policy Change-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to ac
cept or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not 
promote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for 
advertisements:The Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertis
ing. The cost for this Is $60 for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter 
page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 Inches. This is in addition to the cost of the 
space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have it, but please understand that 
in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the 
layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank 
you I 
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SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2486 

-#raining Men to Preach in Spirit and in Truth Since 1978. 

Reasons W,u Should Consider Southwest: 
• Southwest offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training. 
• Southwest credits are accepted at select Christian universities (up to 65 sem. hrs.). 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. 
• Southwest is staffed by a well-qualified and experienced Bible faculty. 
• Southwest requires the completion of 72 college Bible courses for graduation. 
• Southwest offers one of the finest research libraries among schools of preaching. 
• Southwest offers a multi-media library complete with CD-ROM computer system. 
• Southwest offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Southwest provides the Christian Woman's Studies program for students' wives. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in expository and topical preaching. 
• Southwest provides two courses in debate- principles and methods. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in biblical languages (Hebrew - Greek). 
• Southwest provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in research and writing. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in English grammar. 
• Southwest is fully approved to issue I-20 forms to accepted foreign students. 
• Southwest is tuition free - V. A. benefits- Limited scholarships available. 
• Southwest is ready to mail you an information packet- Call or write today! 

Joseph D. Meador, Director, Faculty of Old Testament; 
Gary Colley, Faculty of Bible and Preaching; Carl Garner, Faculty of Bible; 

John W. Moore, Faculty of New Testament; AI Macias, Faculty of Bible; Tim Ayers, Faculty of Bible 

Home-schooled high school graduates are encouraged to apply. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

-A friendly reception awaits Incoming students.-

Address correction requested 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1996 
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What Is the Purpose of Preaching? 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

E ffective preaching is preaching with a pur
pose. Preaching without purpose is relevant 
only at random and consequential only by 

chance. Relevant, meaningful preaching begins not 
with a plan, but with a purpose. Preaching does not 
exist to entertain, to inform, or to instruct, though it 
may do each of these. The purpose of preaching is 
not to promulgate personal opinions, social views, 
or political purposes. Preaching is a sacred trust, a 
divine stewardship, the purpose of which is to meet 
human needs with divine power. 

Paul stated his purpose in preaching as 
"determin[ing] not to know anything among you, 
save Jesus Christ and him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). 
Paul's purpose was to communicate Christ, not to 
demonstrate his ingenuity. His eloquent disclaimer 
of eloquence was not a rejection of style, but a rec
ognition that the best style is one that attracts the 
least attention to itself. No man can proclaim Christ 
as the Great Physician and himself as the Great Pro
claimer at the same time. 

In the last century the preacher was looked upon 
as being "the Parson" [Person] in the community. Of
ten the best educated, he possessed both wisdom and 
integrity and was looked to as the one who could 
provide help. He was considered the source of au
thority for personal and community decisions in reli
gious and moral questions. How that has changed! 
Could it be that the preacher's status has changed 
from "the Parson" to "the Irrelevant" because he has 
lost his sense of purpose? One who has lost his sense 

of purpose and direction cannot impart to others 
that which he is lacking. Is there not a ditch waiting 
when the blind lead the blind? The preacher who 
has ceased speaking God's message has abandoned 
his purpose for existence. His hearers, like the 
prodigal son, feed upon husks. 

The preacher who speaks on social issues, psy
chological disorders, marriage and the home, educa
tion, and morality, without bringing God's will to 
bear upon them, aims no higher than the spirit of the 
age. If he aims to the right, he irritates the left; if he 
aims to the left, he irritates the right; if he aims to 
the center, he irritates everybody. In any event, he 
prostitutes the purpose of preaching, which is not to 
capture the spirit of the age but to change it by the 
power of God. 

The preacher cannot even challenge the spirit of 
the age, much less change it, except from the top of 
God's mountain. We live in an age when leadership 
is lacking; politicians and officeholders abound. The 
electorate turns government upside down looking 
for leaders who can take it where it needs to go and 
ought to be. No sooner has the old regime been 
voted out than dissatisfaction arises with the new. It 
is no different with preachers. People long for a 
preacher who, with purpose, love, and conviction, 
proclaims the unsearchable riches of Christ, finding 
in him relevant solutions not only for the ultimate is
sues of life, but also for the thorny issues of daily liv
ing that rip at our robes and to the fiery darts of Sa
tan that knock our would-be halos askew. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 
"Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools" (Rom 1:22). 

Pseudepigrapha 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

( 

arroll D. Osburn is of the opinion that 
the epistle of Jude is borrowed in part 
from the book of First Enoch, a 

pseudepigraphic work. Following the lead of 
Wellhausen's Documentary Hypothesis and the 
Jesus Seminar, Osburn thinks Jude copied his 
letter from questionable first-century sources. 

Osburn's treatment of the book of Jude 
ranks on a level with Andre Resner's charge 
that Mary of Nazareth was "a sexually questionable woman," and 
a sister-under-the-skin" with prostitutes. Resner claims that the 
birth of Jesus was a scandal. Osburn claims that Jude copied from 
fraudulent sources and bo rrowed his metaphors from spurious 
writings. 

If Osburn is right, the integrity of some New Testament writ
ers is destroyed. This strikes at the very heart of C hristianity. If 
the revelation that supports Christian faith is flawed, then faith is 
flawed and the Christian system is without merit. 

Pseudepigrapha is a collection of "spurious writings, espe
cially writings falsely attributed to biblical characters or times; 
body of texts written between 200 B.C. and A.D. 200 and spuri
ously ascribed to various prophets and kings of Hebrew Scrip
tures" (The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Lan
guage, Third Edition copyright 1992 by Houghton Mifflin Com
pany). 

James H. Charlesworth in his two-volume work, The Old Tes
tament Pseudepigrapha, published by Doubleday, 1983, says in his 
introduction, "Strictly speaking, the term 'pseudepigrapha' ... de
notes writings falsely attributed to ideal figures featured in the 
Old Testament" (p. xxv). 

Charlesworth says that the pseudepigraphic book, 2 Baruch, 
was apparently written late in the first century A.D. He then says 
that portions of the book of 1 Enoch, another pseudepigraphic 
work, may have been written contemporaneously with 2 Baruch 
(p. xxxii). It follows that portions of 1 Enoch may have been writ
ten late in the first century A.D. 

E. Isaac, who translated and wrote the introduction to "1 
(Ethiopic Apocalypse of) Enoch" agrees the book was written 
between second century B.C. and first century A.D. He also notes 
that "1 Enoch is clearly composite, representing numerous peri
ods and writers." He then asserts that "Jude quoted from 1 Enoch 
explicitly (1: 14f)." Isaac claims, but does not prove, that the 



book of 1 Enoch "influenced Matthew, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 
1 and 2 Corinthians, Ephesians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessaloni
ans, 1 Timothy, Hebrews, 1 John, Jude, and Revelation" (Charles
worth, The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, p. 10). 

That is a pretty long explanation, but necessary for me to 
make the following observations: 

1. The book of 1 Enoch was written by various authors prob
ably over a period of 400 years. 

2. The authors are unknown, but it is certain the book was 
not written by Enoch. 

3. The book of 1 Enoch is bogus ... admittedly phony. 
4. No one knows when its various parts were written, and it 

could have been as late as the closing days of the first century 
A.D., or even into the second century A.D. 

Still, we have scholars telling us that Jude quoted from who
ever wrote the book of 1 Enoch. The only passage that is re
garded, even by the most radical liberals, as a direct quote from 1 
Enoch is 1 Enoch 1:9, which says: 

Behold, he will arrive with ten million of the holy ones in order 
to execute judgment upon all. He will destroy the wicked ones 
and censure all flesh on account of everything that they have 
done, that which the sinners and the wicked ones committed 
against him (1 Enoch 1:9). 

Jude wrote: 

And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, 
saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his 
saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince a ll that are 
ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have 
ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which un
godly sinners have spoken against him Uude 14-15). 

Who quoted from whom? Did Jude quote from the unidenti
fied author of 1 Enoch, or did the unknown author of 1 Enoch 
quote from Jude. If you discount the inspiration of Jude, either is 
possible. If 1 Enoch did not have its final form until very late in 
the first century and if the book of Jude was written before that 
time, then it may be that the writer of 1 Enoch copied from Jude 
instead of the other way around. 

It depends on your presupposition. If you accept the Bible in 
its entirety as a revelation from the living God, then you will as
sume that the unknown author of 1 Enoch quoted from the book 
of Jude. If you think Bible writers copied from spurious sources, 
some extent and some extant, then you might presume that Jude 
quoted from 1 Enoch. 

The scholars who claim the Bible must be the product of hu
man cunning and imagination readily accept the idea that its writ
ers culled their information from purely human sources. Believers, 
because of overpowering proof, accept the Bible as the very word 
of God. They know that Bible writers were given their informa
tion by revelation. Scripture is God-breathed. "For no prophecy 
ever came by the will of man: but men spake from God, being 
moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21). 
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It is amazing that Doctor Carroll D. Osburn goes 
along with the unbelieving scholars and assumes that 
Bible writers copied from uninspired, deceptive 
sources. He has a very poor opinion of the Bible. He 
thinks that at least some Bible writers were guilty of 
plagiarizing ("to appropriate for use as one's own 
passages or ideas from another"). Doctor Osburn ac
cuses Jude of literary theft. 

This serious charge is made against Jude without 
proof and on the basis of the unbridled fancy of the 
accusers. They do not know who wrote the book of 
1 Enoch, or when it was written for sure, but are 
quick to accuse Jude of stealing from it. 

Doctor Osburn says: 
The principal exegetical question is not really 
how to explain certain ambiguous elements in 
Jude, but how are we to understand the signifi
cant utilization of intertestamental Jewish apoc
alyptic in this epistle? (Osburn, The Peaceable 
Kingdom, p. 94). 

He also says: 
Following these descriptive assertions, Jude 
pens four metaphors which drive in the wedge 
concerning the fate ascribed to these intruders 
in v. 11. Apparently, Jude was reliant upon 1 
Enoch 80:2-8 for these metaphors (p. 115). 

Again: 
In vv. 14-15, not only is Jude quoting 1 Enoch 
1:9, but he adapts it to his purpose by adding 
'Lord' as subject and altering slightly the text to 
highlight those elements having to do with his 
emphasis upon judgment against the ungodly 
(p. 116). 

Still again: 
In v. 4, Jude had specified in a conscious adapta
tion of 1 Enoch 67:10 that these intruders are 
'ungodly,' denying the lordship of Christ and 
having a fondness of licentiousness, and that 
judgment had been written of them earlier. The 
juxtaposition of 'ungodly' and 'judgment' in 
Jude 4, then, is not accidental, but indicative of 
Jude's reflection upon the Enochic text (p. 117). 

Osburn also wrote a paper, published in The 
Catholic Quarterly, 1985, in which he argues that 
Jude got some of his ideas from the book of 1 
Enoch. He wrote: 

4 

It seems to me that 1 Enoch 80:2-8 actually pro
vides the essential framework for Jude's meta
phorical construction. Two principal reasons 
may be adduced in this regard. First, 1 Enoch 
80:2-8 occurs in a section that treats the im
pending punishment of the ungodly. Secondly, 
Jude's first (waterless clouds), second (unfruitful 
trees), and fourth (wandering stars) metaphors 
occur in precisely that order in this Enochic text 
(Osburn, 1 ENOCH 80:2-B (67:5-7) AND 
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JUDE 12-13, The Catholic Biblical Quarterly 
47, 1985). 

Osburn, in his vivid imagination, sees the in
spired Jude sitting at his writing desk with the scroll 
of 1 Enoch. Osburn wrote: 

With [1 Enoch] 67:10 before him, calling atten
tion to the aforementioned eschatological judg
ment upon the impious men, it was only natural 
for Jude, then, to return the scroll to 1:9 and set 
out in vv. 14-15 that the very Jesus whom these 
reject is precisely the one who Oike the waters of 
the convulsion) will ultimately destroy them. 1 
Enoch 80:2-8 itself, with its historical meaning 
reinterpreted in apocalyptical significance, en
joyed a certain popularity surfacing not only in 
Jude 12-13 but also in Mark 13:20 and Matt. 
24:22 (Osburn, The Catholic Bible Quarterly). 

Osburn claims that Jude quoted from a 
pseudepigraphic work; took at least four metaphors 
from that work, and adapted the writing of 1 Enoch 
to create his epistle, which he a ude) claimed came 
from God. 

As for me and my house, we will continue to be-
lieve that 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor
rection, for instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur
nished unto all good works. 

Paul tells us how he got his information: "But I 
certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man. For I neither re
ceived it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 1: 11-12). Jude had 
the same source. 

Pity the poor students who sit at the feet of Car
roll D. Osburn and listen to his foolishness. 

Appendix 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

Here is the text of a letter sent to Dr. Carroll D. Os
burn early in March. As of this date there has been no 
reply. 
Dear brother Osburn, 

It is my understanding that you have complained 
that the editors of the Firm Foundation have misrep
resented you. Such is not our intention. If you will 
specify where you have been misrepresented by the 
Firm Foundation, we will recant and correct. We try 
very hard to simply report what you have said and 
written. If we disagree, we take note of that, too! 

Enclosed is a photocopy of a first draft of an edi
torial proposed for May of this year. If you think any
thing in this piece misrepresents you, please say so. 



We notice that you have made your complaints 
to others, bur not to us. We take no umbrage at this, 
but just notate it because some think that to correct a 
public declaration requires a personal visit with the 
one being corrected. We may point to your example 
as scholarly proof that it is not necessary to go to the 
one who offends you and "show him his fau lt" be
tween the two of you alone. 

Thank you for taking time to read this letter and 
the enclosed editorial. We eagerly await your re
sponse. FF 

What Is the Purpose 
of Preaching? 
(continued from page 1) 

When men proclaim the authentic Christ to a 
community that has lost its sense of direction and 
purpose, even the stammering lips of the unlearned 
can proclaim an authentic Word. As it is written: 

How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall they believe in 
him whom they have not heard? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher? and how shall 
they preach, except they be sent? even as it is 
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that 
bring glad tidings of good things! (Rom. 10: 14-
15.). 10880 Memorial Dr. 

Houston, TX 77024 
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A Critique of 
Pseudepigrapha, 

an Editorial 
By J. E. Choate 

Your excellent article is right on target. Osburn 
is saying that Jude wrote his epistle from 
sources other than the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit. The plagiarist in this "woodpile" is Os
burn. He is using the scholarship of liberal scholars 
that are above, and out of his class, to craft his 
"scholarly" articles. I find Osburn's cannibalistic use 
of the published research of others to be disgusting 
and reprehensible. 

Had he been writing an article, for example, on 
the authorship of the synoptic gospels, he would 
have done extensive research on what eminent lib
eral scholars have written, and crafted his article ac
cordingly. He would use form and source criticism, 
make the Que/le contention, regard Mark as the old
est gospel, and claim Matthew (some unknown per
son other than the apostle) is the pseudepigraphic 
author. 

He would handle the authorship problem for ev
ery book in the Bible in the same manner as "dyed in 
the wool" liberal scholars would, for example, the 
Jesus Seminar theologians. (I do not discount honest 
and open scholarship. Honesty and openness are vir
tues wherever found because everything is put on 
the table and nothing is hidden.) 

Some of our squeamish and waffling brethren 
are offended at name calling. But this is always a 
matter of whose names are called, and who is doing 
the name calling. 3714% Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, 1N 3 7215 
FF 
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Separatist 
By Allen Webster 

Aseparatist is "an advocate of independence or 
autonomy for a part of a political unit (as a 
nation)" (Webster's Ninth New Collegiate 

Dictionary). 
In religious terms, a separatist is one who sepa

rates himself from the pollutions of the world. 
Christians must live in the world, but the world must 
not live in them. 

Paul gives some interesting figures to impress 
this truth upon us in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. 

A Christian is like a farm animal who does not 
want to be "unequally yoked" with another kind of 
beast (2 Cor. 6:14a). Under Moses' law, farmers 
were forbidden to plow with an ox and an ass to
gether (Deut. 22: 10), perhaps because it would be 
too hard on the smaller animal. There were other 
similar laws which forbade mixing. They were for
bidden: to allow cattle to gender with a diverse kind, 
to sow a field with mingled seed, to sow a vineyard 
with diverse seed (Deut. 22:9), and to wear a gar
ment mingled with linen and wool (Lev. 19: 19). · 

·Fathers were forbidden to allow children to 
marry those who followed other gods (Ex. 34:16; 
Deut. 7:3-4; Ezra 9:1-19; Neh. 13:1-3, 23-26). 

Israel "mingled among the heathen, and learned 
their works" (Psa. 106:35). God's child separates 
himself from any situation where he is too closely 
tied to unbelievers Games 4:4). 

6 
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A Christian is like an honest businessman who 
wants no partnership with an unrighteousness man. 
The word fellowship (metoche) indicates a business 
participation (cf. Simon had "partners," Luke 5:7). 

If an honest man hooked up with a crook and 
opened a store, would people assume that the bad 
man had straightened up or the good man had gone 
bad? 

If the dishonest man continued his shady deals, 
his partner would answer for it. 

Paul wrote, "Have no fellowship with the un
fruitfuf works of darkness, but rather reprove them" 
(Eph. 5:11; cf. 1 Cor. 5 :9). "Make no friendship 
with an angry man; and with a furious man thou 
shalt not go" (Prov. 22:24). David said, "I have not 
sat with vain persons, neither will I go with dissem
blers ... and will not sit with the wicked" (Psa. 26:4-
5) and "I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I 
hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not 
cleave to me ... I will not know a wicked person. 
Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I 
cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud heart 
will not I suffer" (Psa. 101:3-5). 

Jehu asked Jehoshaphat an interesting question, 
"Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them 
that hate the Lord?" (2 Chron. 19:2). 

A Christian is like a light fixture in a dark room. 
Light and dark are mutually exclusive. They cannot 
mix, for where light is, darkness flees. Similarly, "an 
unjust man is an abomination to the just: and he that 
is upright in the way is abomination to the wicked" 
(Prov. 29:27). "Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, 
and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the 
Lord's table, and of the table of devils" (1 Cor. 
10:21). "God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all" (1 john 1:5). · 

His children have "cast off the works of dark
ness" (Rom. 13: 12). 

A Christian is like a musician who is out of har
mony with the world. You can't mix rap and opera! 

Concord comes from a Greek word that gives us 
our English word symphony - "to agree in sound, 
to be in harmony," and suggests that believers and 
unbelievers belong to different orchestras, read dif
ferent scores, and follow different conductors. 



A Christian is like a citizen who is traveling 
through foreign territory. God's people and the 
people of the world have different citizenships and 
live on different ground. 

A Christian can sing with feeling: "I'm pressing 
on the upward way, new heights I'm gaining every 
day, still praying as I onward bound, Lord, plant my 
feet on higher ground., 

"[O]ur conversation (citizenship) is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ" (Phil. 3 :20). 

"This world is not my home, I'm just a passing 
thru. My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond 
the blue; The angels beckon me from heaven's open 

door, and I can't feel at home in this world. any
more." 

A Christian is like a political activist who cannot 
vote against his party. 

Agreement (synkatathesis from synkatatithemi) 
means "to cast one's vote together.,, The temple of 
God doesn't support the candidates on the devil's 
ballot. Like Joseph of Arimathea we "consent not to 
the counsel and deed of them'' (Luke 23:51) and like 
the released apostles we go to "our own company" 
(Acts 4:23). 

"Wherefore come out from among them and be 
ye separate., P.o. Box 51 o 

jacksonville, AL 36265 
FF 

A LiHie Scriptural Counting 
By Jerry MoffiH 

F rom our earliest days in school we learn to add 
and subtract. It would redound to their glory 
if brethren and all religious people practiced 

simple mathematics in religion. God does not de
mand calculus, trigonometry, geometry, or even al
gebra. A little simple arithmetic will do. He said, "Ye 
shall not add unto the word which I command you 
neither shall ye diminish from it" (Deut. 4:2). See 
also Deuteronomy 12:32; Proverbs 30:6; Galatians 
1:6-9; 1 Peter 4:11; Matthew 15:13; 2 John 9-11; 
and Revelation 22: 18, 19. Let's notice: 

The Work of the Church 
The work the Lord specified for the church to do is 
plainly delineated in the New Testament. One, we 
are to evangelize the lost (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 
16: 15-16). Two, we are to edify the saints (Acts 
20:32; Col. 3:16). Three, we are to care for the 
needy Uames 1:27; Gal. 6:10). That's all. The 
church is not commanded to be a political coalition. 
We are not a psychiatric or medical association. We 
do not replace or compete with the home, labor 
unions, secular schools, service clubs, drug agents, 
or local government. And brethren, to put a reli
gious veneer on these thing and try to bring them 
into the church is clumsy and hypocritical. 

The Ads of Worship 
The acts of worship are clearly enumerated in the 
Word of God. One, there is preaching (Acts 20:7; 2 

Tim. 4:1-4). Two, there is prayer (Acts 2:42; 1 
Thess~ 5:17). Three, we have singing (Col. 3:16; 
Eph. 5:19), and four we have giving of our means (1 
Cor. 16:1-2). Five is the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 
Cor. 11:20). Not to add to the Word of the Lord 
(Deut. 4:2), we must subtract instrumental music, 
lighting of candles, burning of incense, holy water, 
the sign of the cross, prayer to the dead, humming, 
dedication of babies, Christmas and Easter as holy 
days, and all other shades of Judaism, paganism, and 
strange inventions of rebellious man (Matt. 15:7 -9). 

Offices In the Church 
These are easily counted in Scripture. One, there are 
bishops, and two there are deacons (Phil. 1: 1). 
Three, there are evangelists (Eph. 4: 11). Four, there 
are teachers (Acts 13: 1). To be scriptural, we must 
subtract deaconesses, presidents, cardinals, a special 
priesthood, denominational pastors, and padres. 
Away with popes, archbishops, nuns, Very Right 
Reverends, and holy orders. May we further be satis
fied with brethren, Christians, saints, and disciples 
(Acts 15:14; Acts 11:26). 

May God give us courage to add the things from 
heaven, and the resolve to subtract those things from 
men. May we exhibit humility toward those we 
charge to imitate our efforts. P. 0. Box 1275 

Portland, TX 78374 
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Should the Apocrypha 
Be Counted as Scripture? 

By Bill Lockwood 

F undamental attitudes toward Scripture have 
dramatically shifted within the last 50 years. 
Fifty years ago, destructive rationalism, excis

ing the miraculous from the Bible, was confined to 
elite religious schools which in turn imbued these at
titudes in their trainees. These preachers of old-line 
denominations then spewed atheistic slants of the 
Bible into their flocks, but churches of Christ re
mained relatively untouched and members de
manded of its preachers simple book, chapter, verse 
preaching. But no more. Churches of Christ have 
come of age. Our preachers now long for degrees of 
higher learning, which, in spite of some advantages, 
has also exposed our rank and file to the same tom
myrot that has eaten the heart out of the once-con
servative denominations. One of the questions 
which will be at center among our people therefore, 
will not be whether a baby might be baptized by au
thority from God, but which books belong in the 
Bible? The latter, of course, is fundamental to the 
very core of the religion of Jesus Christ. 

The Five Gospels? 
Under the above title, a recent book has been pub
lished by a group designating themselves The Jesus 
Seminar, edited by Robert Funk and Roy Hoover. 
The full title is The Five Gospels, What Did Jesus Ac
tually Say? Clearly, the effort is throwing into ques
tion whether the canon - the "books" which have 
been counted by Christians throughout centuries as 
inspired - are what should solely constitute our "sa
cred literature." Not here examining the arguments 
themselves set forth by this coterie of "scholars," I 
turn attention to the Apocrypha, drawing attention 
only to this fact - the hour has come in which our 
own people are beginning to question whether we 
have ever possessed "the Bible" that God desires. 

8 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather- S%5.00 • Name if desired 

Postage Appreciated 

-Elbert R. Garretson-
2852 Julia Way • Hanford, CA 93230 • (209) 585-1986 

May 1996 
Firm Foundation 

The Apocrypha 
The Apocrypha, a group of fourteen "books" com
posed during the four hundred years of silence be
tween Malachi and Matthew, and counted by the 
Roman Catholic Church as part of the Bible, should 
not be accorded a place in Holy Scripture, as they 
are not inspired. Alfred Edersheim in his Prophecy 
and History, (p. 289ff) rehearses some of the reasons 
this is the case. 

First, the everywhere evident general direction 
of the Apocrypha as compared with the Old and 
New Testaments. It is within the apocryphal period 
that "Judaism" becomes "rabbinism," a systematic 
menace by which to control the ordinary people. A 
rabid particularism arose which was staunchly na
tionalistic in its scope. This, of course, is completely 
foreign to the spirit of the Old Testament. 

Second, the earliest apocryphal writings lament 
the absence of prophetic inspiration. Consider the 
statements made in 1 Maccabees 9:27 where Judas 
Maccabees is gathered with his friends and this is 
said, "There was great tribulation in Israel, such as 
was not since the time that no prophet appeared 
unto them." In the same book, chapter 14, verse 41, 
we read, "that the Jews and the priests were well 
pleased that Simon should be their leader and high 
priest forever, until there should arise a faithful 
prophet: and that he should be captain over them, 
and should take charge of the sanctuary." 

Third, the apocryphal admission is that the Jew
ish canon excludes the Apocrypha; in the Prologue 
of Ecclesiasticus the Son of Sirach states that "my 
grandfather Jesus, having much given himself to the 
reading of the law, and the prophets and the other 
books of our fathers and having gained great famil
iarity therein ... but the law itself, and the prophe
cies, and the rest of the books, have no small differ
ence, when they are spoken in their original lan
guage." Note that there was already a solidified Jew
ish canon studied by writers of the Apocrypha! 

Fourth, the Apocrypha refers to biblical books in 
an exceptional manner, unlike references to itself. 



"Isaiah" is recognized in Ecclesiasticus 48:22 as "the 
prophet" who was "great and faithful in his vision . 
... He showed the things that should be until the end 
of time." In chapter 24:23ff the Apocrypha states, 
"All these things are the book of the covenant of the 
Most High God, even the law which Moses com
manded." 1 Maccabees 12:9-10 speaks of the Old 
Testament as "the holy books which are in our 
hands" which Nehemiah had gathered up in his re
turn from captivity (2 Mace. 2:13) and Judas had 
preserved the sacred books during the Maccabean 
war (v. 14). The "words of Jeremiah" are said to be 
"spoken by the mouth of the Lord" (1 Esdras 1:28). 
Quite in contrast to the self-admission of the 
Maccabean era that it lacked the prophetic spirit, 1 
Esdras 6: 1 recalls the prophets "Aggaeus [Haggai] 
and Zacharias the son of Ad do [Iddo] prophesied 
unto the Jews in Jewry." 

Fifth, apocryphal writings such as Tobit descend 
to the low level of superstitious views regarding an
gels. 

Sixth, the high hopes of Messianic expectation 
recedes behind a purely nationalistic spirit in the 
Apocrypha. A strong anti-Gentile disposition gains 
prominence in for example, Baruch 4:25, where Is
rael will "tread upon the necks" of the nations. 
Ecclesiasticus 39:26 predicts that the "nations" shall 

inherit his wrath just as God turns "waters into salt
ness." Added to these condemnations of the nations 
in a zealous Jewish spirit, we find an exaltation of 
national Israel. As Edersheim comments, the Apoc
rypha diverges on all main points from the lines fol
lowed by the canonical books of the Old Testament 
(p. 309). 

In sum, the Apocrypha centers its hope upon the 
nation of Israel while the Old Testament focuses at
tention upon the Messiah. "The Messianic future is 
Judeo-national, not universalistic. And this marks 
the one essential difference between these Apocalyp
tic visions and the inspired prophecies of the Old 
Testament" (Edersheim, p. 314). 

P.O. Box454 
Marshall, TX 7 S 670 

(Editor's comment: Brother Lockwood has done 
a good job discussing the 14 apocryphal books ac
cepted by the Catholic Church as inspired and be
longing in the Bible. It should be noted there are 
many other apocryphal and pseudepigraphic books 
from the same general time frame that are not con
templated in this article. These spurious, uncertain 
books are often used, as if they were creditable, by 
·scholarly unbelievers in an attempt to defame the 
Bible. All such efforts fail- Dobbs.) 

Now available from the Firm Foundation 

Christ for the World 
1996 Vacation Bible School Series 
"Christ for the World" is the theme for the 1996 Vacation Bible School Series published by the Firm 
Foundation. The church that Jesus built must realize more clearly its mission in the world and become 
more involved in carrying the message of Christ to the lost. 

Lesson 1: Christ for the World- 1 Timothy 3:16 
Aim: To show that Christ has brought salvation to all men who will obey him. 

Lesson 2: Our Privilege- Matthew 28:19·20 
Aim: To show that Christians have the privilege of telling others about Christ. 

Lesson 3: Prayer and Teaching the Gospel - Matthew 9:36·68 
Aim: To show the place of prayer in spreading the gospel. 

Lesson 4: Keeping the Saved Saved - 2 Timothy 2:2 
Aim: To show the importance of teaching Christ's will to be saved. 

Lesson 5: It Is Not In Vain - Galatians 6:9 
Aim: To show that labor for the Lord is never useless. 

Nursery - Adults 
Student Workbooks • Teacher's Manual • Visual Aids • Supplementary Supplies 
(formerly published by GT Press) 

Order your sample kits today! • $31.95 per kit 

Firm Foundation • 1-800-572-3619 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

Focus on the French Mission World 
By Doyle Kee 

Three hundred million people in 4 7 French
speaking coun tries need the Good News of 
Jesus. There are presently 54 American work

ers and 46 nationals (counting husband and wife) in 
16 French-speaking countries. Though much mis
sion work has been done since the early 1950s, no 
country can be said to have been "evangelized" in 
the French world. There is no known presence of a 
New Testament church in 31 French-speaking coun
tries. France, a country of almost 60 million people, 
has about 300 members scattered in nine small con
gregations. Paris, with an area population of over 10 
million people, is one of the largest unevangelized 
cities in the world, in spite of many years of diligent 
work by a handful of dedicated, talented brethren. 

There have been several positive developments 
in the French world. A new team of three couples 
has begun the work in Marseille, France. A team of 
five couples has targeted a tribal area in Togo, and a 
team has done the same in Benin. A Bible Training 
Center for French Africa has opened in Cotonou, 
Benin, with 18 students. A central office for Bible 
correspondence course students in French Africa has 
opened in Cotonou. New publications have begun: 
two for French Africa, Chemin de verite from the 
Ivory Coast and La voix de Ia verite, from Benin, and 
an information bulletin, Dunamis, for all of the 
French world from Geneva. Two families of national 
workers have moved back to French Canada after 
being trained at the Iinernational Bible College. A 
number of new tracts and books have been pub
lished in Quebec City and Geneva. New correspon
dence courses in French have been produced. Exten
sive evangelism has taken place in Romania among 
French-speaking correspondence course students. 
European French-speaking churches have supported 
their first full-time missionary. Two medical cam
paigns in French Africa have been partially staffed by 
European Christians. A leadership training school by 
correspondence, the Ecole du Maitre (School of the 
Master), has been functioning fo r the last four years. 

These developments are encouraging. There are, 
though, discouraging aspects. A number of experi-
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enced workers have returned to the .-------, 
States. The work of several others 
has been limited because of a lack of 
adequate personal and working sup
port. The few in the States who are 
wanting to move into French mis
sions are having a difficult time find
ing sponsoring/supporting churches. 
Some older churches in French Eu- Rod Rutherford 

rope are stagnating or are disappear-
ing. French and Bible departments in the States do 
not seem to be producing as many students with for
eign French-missions interest. The resource of young 
people in apprenticeship programs has just about 
dried up for the French world. These factors should 
not be just discouraging, but an impetus to push 
ahead with the resources available and to pray for 
more workers for the harvest which is truly fruitful. 

Campaigns are planned this summer for Europe 
and Africa. Interns are coming to work with mission 
teams. More diversified methods are being explored 
in French Europe to reach the masses and the reli
gious leaders. A new program for leadership devel
opment is beginning with the monthly publication in 
French of the English printed preachers' school, 
Truth for Today. Three new mission teams are form
ing: one targeting a tribe in central Benin, another 
the city of Strasbourg in France, and a third the is
land of Madagascar. After several years of absence, a 
summer camp will be conducted this year for chil
dren from the French-speaking churches in Europe. 
In a general movement in African missions of Afri
cans taking the gospel to Africans a priority focus is 
on French-speaking nations. A series of teaching vid
eos for French television stations are to be produced. 

French-speaking missions are not static. Though 
there is much to be done, there is much being done. 
Many brethren are committed to the task of entering 
doors which God opens. 

15, ch. des LAz 
1213 Onex/Geneva, Switzerland 

(CompuServe 100121,2163) 
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Father? Mother? It? 
By Brock Hartwigsen 

Instead of "Our Father who art in heaven" some 
say we ought to pray, "Our Mother who art in 
heaven." These people claim that the Bible was 

written in a male-dominated society. This was a time, 
they claim, when women were nothing but property, 
owned and sold by man. They explain that the male
chauvinistic attitude of the writers caused them to 
portray God as masculine. They believe that the wor
ship of a male god promotes violence, war, and death. 
Whereas, women are more peaceful, loving and com
passionate than men. Therefore, the worship of a fe
male god would produce peace and harmony. 

Others say we ought to pray, "Our Parent who 
art in heaven." They argue that God really has no 
sexual orientation. He is neither male nor female 
and thus should be viewed in an asexual way. 

What both groups fail to realize or choose not to 
believe is that the writers of the Bible did not decide 
to use a masculine concept for God. It was God who 
referred to himself in the masculine form. 

Spiritual beings have no sexual orientation, nei
ther does a spirit have flesh and bones (Luke 24:39). 
In the resurrection we will be changed (1 Cor. 
15:52). In Philemon 3:21 we are told "our vile body" 
will "be fashioned like" Jesus' glorious body. Jesus 
taught we would become like the angels and "neither 
marry nor be given in marriage" (Matt. 22:30). In the 
resurrection we will "be fashioned like" Jesus, and 
like the angels, have no sexual orientation. 

God is referred to in the Bible as masculine be
cause he chose to reveal himself to humanity in the 
masculine form. Angels always appear as men when 
they assume human form. When God inspired the 
writers of the Bible to write about him, he chose the 
masculine terminology. The inspired writers wrote 
"as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 
1:21). Jesus taught us to pray, "Our Father who art in 
heaven." Obviously, there is something about the fa
ther image that projects the nature of God and the 
relationship he desires to have with his creature. 

In all languages, ancient and modern, we have 
three genders: male, female, and neuter. Webster 
defines it as the "subject or direct object or indirect 
object of a verb or object of a preposition usually 
in reference to a lifeless thing." God is not a "lifeless 

thing," and inspired writers never refer to him as it. 
The Bible plainly teaches that authority lies with 

man. In Genesis 3:16, Eve is told that because of her 
sin Adam "shall rule over thee." This situation was 
not limited to Eve but has passed to all women. Over 
4,000 years later, in 1 Corinthians 11:3, God tells us 
that "the head of the woman is man." God's choosing 
to refer to himself as male instead of female implies 
his authority. God has authority over everything and 
is not in subjection to anything (Rom. 9:20-21). 

Neither God nor Bible writers are chauvinistic, 
which means "notorious, bellicose, unreasoning and 
boastful." He is King of kings and Lord of lords and 
possesses unlimited power. To try to change the im
age of God from male to female or from male to 
neuter is to reject the will of God. It is like a little 
child trying to correct his father. Who are we to cor
rect God? 12521 Holly Springs New Hill Rd. 

Apex, NC 27502 
~ 

Camp Ida 
Christian Youth 
Encampment 

Since 1975 

4-12 grade 
June 9-14 - Versions of the Bible 

June 23-27- Getting the Youth Involved 
Spiritually Camp Ida is cabin devotionals, Bible 
classes, discussions, question-and-answer ses
sions, training classes, singing, and old Jeru
salem gospel preaching. Socially the camp 
means getting acquainted with other young 
people from many sound churches, faithful 
counselors, teachers, and evangelists. Physically 
it is softball, hiking, ping-pong, horseshoes, vol
leyball, basketball, other sports, and exercise. 

If you would like to attend the camp 
or contribute financially to Its success, please contact 

Camp Ida Christian Youth Encampment 
Box 229 • Redwater, Texas 75573 

(903) 671-2708, 671-2515, 671-2369 

Directed by Wayne Blake, evangelist 
Redwater Church of Christ 
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We Are Not Alone: 
The Christian's lmpad on Government and Society· 

By Stephen B. Springer 

l fter seeing both the local and national news 
each day and seeing the disintegration of our 
tried and true values, it is easy to retreat into 

spiritual and physical solitude. At times we may pon
der if we are the only individuals concerned about 
family issues,· maintaining values, and holding on to 
our country's religious freedoms. 

This sinking feeling must be similar, albeit much 
less intense, to that Elijah felt in 1 Kings 19 when he 
lamented about being jealous for Jehovah and indi
cating that he was the only faithful one left (v. 10, 
14). We may feel that our family and individuals in 
the local congregation are indeed the last survivors 
of our generation. Yet, let us examine the implica
tion that a few might have on our government and 
see if a little leaven can leaven the whole loaf. 

As we know, for a number of years prayer was 
banned in the public schools under the banner that it 
might infringe on someone's rights or perhaps influ
ence an individual to be religious. It is interesting 
that even in the last five years some universities have 
removed the invocation from their graduation cer
emonies. However, others still hold dearly to the 
right and even various high schools practice pregame 
prayers for safety of the players. 

Christians may wonder why some organizations 
may practice prayer or a moment of silence and oth
ers do not. Let us set the record straight - without 
the undying efforts of many, even the opportunity 
for these times of silent meditation would be in jeop
ardy. Yet, the opportunity is still there for the Chris
tian to continue to influence morality in this nation. 
Christ aptly points out that we are the light of the 
world and we must not put the light under a bushel, 
but on a stand (Matt. 5:14-15). How can we exert 
this influence and remain a Christian? 

Several years ago at the Texas Association of 
School Boards conference, where school trustees 
from all over Texas meet to consider recommenda
tions for the organization to support in the legisla
tive session, a resolution was introduced that recom
mended the TASB support student-initiated and 
student-sponsored prayer at school events as well as 

12 ~ Found!~!! 

efforts by districts to provide moments of silence at 
school events. Initially the TASB board of trustees 
prior to the conference did not support the measure; 
yet, during the conference the measure wa5 raised in 
open session and the membership endorsed it. 

Ever since that date the measure has passed by a 
wide margin in open assembly and we are now· see
ing the fruits of the labor. Some districts are pres
ently passing policies regarding a moment of silence 
following the pledge of allegiance. Moreover, the 
U.S. education secretary produced a series of prin
ciples approved by the attorney general which pro
vides much more latitude for students to exercise 
their religious beliefs. This includes the allowance 
for students to express their beliefs as part of art 
work, homework, or oral assignments. Schools are 
also allowed to teach civic values and virtue. Fur
thermore, even though these values are believed by 
Christians, this does not make it unlawful to be a 
part of the school lessons. There are many more im
plications. Certainly, this does not mean the issue 
has been won - it means we are not alone. The val
ues of this nation have not been lost yet. 

Because there are some in government and else
where attempting to influence this country toward 
God, what can we do to let them know they are not 
alone? We first must internalize Christian principles 
of conduct within our society. 

We know from Romans 12:18 that if possible we 
should live peaceably with all men. We also realize 
that we must speak the truth and sometimes the truth 
may cause persecution and ridicule. In Acts 7:54 af
ter Stephen had preached his sermon they gnashed 
on him with their teeth. This may be our situation as 
we oppose sinful practices; however, we must view 
new laws and regulations to see if they are opposed 
to the Bible. We have the right as others do to vote, to 
speak, and to be heard. What we say may cause us to 
be at the center of discussion; where else were Christ 
and the apostles in New Testament times? 

Christ paid the highest price when he spoke the 
truth; when he hung on the cross he still loved the 
people when he said, "Father forgive them for they 



know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). As it stands it 
is unlikely that we will pay the ultimate price by 
speaking out in this society; however, we must be 
prepared to deal with it if our lot in life changes. 

To further define our role in relation to govern
ment we must realize that although the government 
provides certain rights, it demands certain responsi
bilities. In viewing Romans 13: 1-8 we are quick to 
discover that: 1) we owe obedience to rulers, 2) rul
ers are from God, and 3) we should not obey be
cause of fear only but for conscience sake. In addi
tion, we are obligated to pay tribute as indicated by 
Romans 13:6 and Matthew 22:21. 

The book of Titus further ·clarifies our roles by 
telling us to obey the rulers and be subject to princi
palities and powers (Titus 3:1-2). We need to work 
within the law and be attentive to rules and regula
tions. We can be thankful that we can impact our 
form of government for the better. The law in our 
society can be changed and can protect our values. 

Did the early Christians interact with the law 
and government knowing their rights? Let us exam
ine the Scriptures. When Paul and Silas were impris
oned in Acts 16 they reported their Roman citizen-

ship which caused great fear on the magistrates 
(Rom. 16:33). We also may review the events lead
ing Paul to appeal to Caesar in Acts 25: 11. He knew 
the law and his rights. We wonder how many Chris
tians today know the law and exercise their rights to 
vote and participate in the governmental process. 

We may answer that the task of trying to encour
age governmental bodies to adhere to basic morality 
and pass decent, moral laws is too great. However, 
consider that we need only to look around the broth
erhood to find those who have not bowed the knee to 
Baal. We know that God can do so many things with 
so few. The apostles, Gideon and his 300 men, and 
other examples let us know that we must hold to the 
course and interact with others for the good. 

Christian leaders in the various levels of govern
ment can be very helpful to the cause of Christ. We 
are engaging in spiritual warfare for the souls of 
men. The rulers of this nation allow us to participate 
and influence decisions at the highest levels. As long 
as there is only one Christian left in this country, that 
Christian must strive to influence the world for 
Christ. We are not alone. 3008 Bent Tree Dr. 

Schertz, TX 78154-3703 
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Third Annual Taylor Lectureship 
Hwy. 95 N. Church of Christ • Taylor, Texas 

-May 31-June 2, 1996-

"Just a Closer Walk with Jesus" 

Friday, May 31 
7:00p.m .......................... Fruit of the Spirit (1) ..............................................•....•... Robin Haley 
7:45 p.m .......................... The Mind of Christ ....................................................... Bill Lockwood 

Saturday, June l 
10:00 a.m .......................... Will the Holy Spirit "Nudge" Me? ............................. Steven Wiggins 
11 :00 a.m .......................... "If Any Will Come After Me" ........................................ Bill Lockwood 
2:00p.m .......................... Progress or Digression? .......................................... Steven Wiggins 
3:00p.m .......................... Fruit of the Spirit (2) ....................................................... Robin Haley 
4:00p.m .......................... Question/Answer ........................................... Brown, Groves, Haley 
7:00p.m .......................... Following His Steps ........................................................ Burt Groves 
7:45 p.m .......................... Christian Virtues (1) ...................................................... David Brown 

Sunday, June 2 
9:30a.m .......................... Christian Virtues (2) ...................................................... David Brown 

10:30 a.m .......................... Just a Closer Walk with Jesus ....................................... Burt Groves 
12:00 p.m .......................... Congregational Meal 

Limited RV hookups available 

Tim Ayers, Lectureship Director 

For more information 
P.O. Box 1255 • Taylor, Texas 76574 • {512) 352-6444 
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Divisions Must Come 
A 1907 Lipsconab Article 

By J. E. Choate 

David Lipscomb wrote a brief lamentation in 
1907 for the Gospel Advocate titled Divi
sions Must Come in response to the U.S. Re

ligious Census of 1906. It is obvious that division has 
come again to the churches of Christ 90 years after 
the publication of the 1906 religious census. Some of 
the causes for the division are easy to make out, but 
others have no basis in fact or common sense. 

In his article, Lipscomb recognized that the Reli
gious Census of 1906 had accurately gauged the fact 
that the Christian Church/churches of Christ, identi
fied with the Stone-Campbell Restoration Move
ment, were divided. This declaration was solely that 
of S.D.N. North, director of the religious census. 

For verification of his decision, North wrote Lip
scomb a letter dated June 17, 1907, seeking his 
advice: 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

"Training Men to Preach Since 1978" 

One of the Most Comprehensive Bible Programs 
Available • Emphasizing the Verse-by-Verse 
Method of Bible Study • 72 Bible Courses Are Now 
Required for Graduation • Hebrew and Greek 
Language Study • Two Years of Course Work in Ex
pository Preaching • Two Years of Bible Research 
and Writing • Courses in Christian Doctrine • Two 
Courses in Debate Instruction • Course Work in 
Television Evangelism • Classes for Student Wives 

•New One-Year Graduate Program• 

For a free new catalog please contact: 
.Joseph D. Meador, Director 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 

A warm welcome awaits Incoming students/ 
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Whether there is a body called 'church of 
Christ,' not identified with the Disciples of 
Christ, or any other Baptist body. Regular, 
Primitive, United? 

North explained to Lipscomb tha~ he was a carrying 
out a directive of the law in an act of Congress, 
March 6, 1902, requiring the collection of separate 
statistics of the religious bodies in America. 
·7-

Lipscomb's response was simple and direct: 
There is a distinct people taking the Word of 
God as their only and sufficient rule of faith, 
calling their 'churches of Christ,' or 'churches of 
God,' distinct and separate in name, work, and 
rule of faith from all other bodies or peoples. 

North made a visit to Nashville in 1907 to confer 
with Lipscomb on the present state of the Christian 
Church and churches of Christ, and to arrange with 
Lipscomb to collect the statistics for further publica
tion in the U.S. Religious Census. 

Despite the "cock-and-bull" stories told by some 
of "our" scholars, e.g., Doctors Hughes, Hooper, 
and Foster, the lower case "c" in churches of Christ 
was used by David Lipscomb in 1906 to eliminate a 
denominational designation. Lipscomb was indeed 
the first to use formally the expression "churches of 
Christ," and he did so in response to North's query. 

A look Review by Frances Meeker, leligioa Editor 
Frances Meeker is religion editor of the Nashville 
Banner. She has recently reviewed a new book writ
ten by Richard T. Hughes under the title Reviving the 
Ancient Faith: The Story of Churches of Christ in 
America. In order that my following observations 
may not be construed as biased and prejudicial, the 
words of Frances Meeker are quoted to document 
the fact that our liberal brethren now openly admit 
that they subscribe to the belief that the churches of 
Christ began as a sect during the early years of the 
Restoration Movement. 

This is clearly a personal, theological affirmation 
of our liberal brethren who seek to impose it upon 
their unsuspecting conservative brethren. 

The Banner religion editor penetrates the very 
heart of the major theses of Dr. Hughes' mighty tome: 

[The book] will be praised as a comprehensive 
account of the Restoration Movement, the at-



tempt to restore primitive Christianity to mod
ern worship, the defining characteristic that has 
led to the claim that the 'Church of Christ' is the 
'true, original church described in the New Tes
tament.' 

The book is flawed with one Achilles heel after 
another. The book is awash with a flood of 
endnotes, and numerous ones are without "rhyme or 
reason." Dr. Hughes describes Shelly as: 

[A] young [but no longer] and celebrated 
spokesman for the conservative churches for the 
conservative wing of the churches of Ch rist in 
the late 1960s who underwent a conversion in 
the late 1970s and 1980s, emerging as a leader 
of a new generation of reformers of the church. 

Meeker writes that Hughes is likely to be criti
cized for labeling the churches of Christ as a sect that 
evolved into a denomination during the 20th cen
tury. She describes Hughes as a lifelong member of 
the church of Christ. Hughes pictures himself as 
wracked with excruciating torment that he has aban
doned the faith of his father. 

This seems to be the theme of our liberal turncoat 
brethren whose names run the gamut from Max 
Lucado to Rubel Shelly. They now know so much 
more than their fathers as they tell of their painful 
withdrawals from conservative churches of Christ. 

This writer sees Dr. Hughes in an entirely differ
ent light. He is viewed as an overly ambitious histo
rian with limited knowledge in crucial areas of Resto
ration history. He is prone to blindside the facts of 
Restoration history to fi t his own preconceived no
tions. Dr. Hughes fancies that he has, indeed, written 
an intelligible and meaningful comprehensive history 
of the churches of Christ which will become the stan
dard for the 21st century. 

The scholarly fame he seeks as a Restoration his
torian, in my opinion, will bring him instead the 
same measure of notoriety achieved by Douglas Fos
ter in his Wineskins article on David Lipsco~b, and 
the blasphemous article of Andre Resner. 

.This writer, at this level of the investigation, 
pratses Dr. Hughes for an invaluable contribution 
rendered to the conservative churches of Christ. He 
has mounted the courage to set forth his conception 
of what he regards as a "jerry-built" Church of Christ 
denomination. Michael Weed, Leonard Allen, and 
Richard Hughes chose to keep under cover their 
views of what they deem a sectarian C hurch of Christ. 
This was changed forever with the publication of 
Doug Foster's book, Will the Cycle Be Unbroken?, 
and now with the release of the Hughes' volume. 

A blind man can see, without glasses, that our 
liberal brethren are in a no-holds-barred fight to 
destroy the conservative churches of Christ. All we 
need is time, patience, and copy in our c~nservative 
papers to bring out the "truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth" of this growing reality. 

Postscript 
It is my opinion that we shall be able to convince 
even the most radical liberal brother among us that 
Dr. Hughes has fallen far short of a command of the 
historical facts which would do honor to this ambi
tious undertaking to join the ranks of the digressives 
who have produced monumental and comprehensive 
general histories of the Christian Church/Disciples of 
Christ. We have in mind W.T. Moore's Comprehen
sive History of the Disciples of Christ and William E. 
Tucker and Lester G. McAllister's Journey in Faith. 

Dr. H ughes knows well the rules of the paper 
chase game and how to play it. He no longer identi
fies with the conservative churches of Christ which 
he left after much lamentation and copious tears. He 
no longer wanders in this wilderness of ignorance. 
Another version is that he is not even a pale and fad
ing copy of a modern day Moses. 

We think that we have many surprises in store for 
Dr. Hughes in the months ahead that he has not yet 
faced in his mounting confidence that he is a reliable 
church historian. 3714 112 Belmont Blvd. 
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Muslim Debate 
Bill Lockwood 

Christian 
Minister at Eastern Hills Church of Christ • Marshall, Texas 

Hamza Abdul Malik 
Muslim 

Director of the Islamic Research and Propagation Center at 
Queens, New York, where he teaches comparative religion. 
He. ha~ engaged in many Christian-Muslim dialogues on 
umvers1ty campuses. • Jamaica, New York 

May 13·14, 16·18, 1996 
7:00p.m. 

Topics Include: 
•Is the Bible the Inspired Word of God? 

•Was Jesus Crucified? 
• Does the Bible Prophesy the Coming of Muhammed? 

• Is Jesus the Son of God? 
• Did Jesus Commission His Disciples 

to Go Into All the World? ... 
Location 

Eastern Hills Church of Christ 
2705 E. Travis Rd. • Marshall Texas • (903) 938-4422 
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The New Sermoneutics 
By Cornelius C. AbboH Ill 

Not long ago I heard a "sermon" from Luke 
15 where the "preacher" made the parable 
of Christ a story. He conjured up names for 

the prodigal son, his brother, his father and even his 
mother and sister (of whom Jesus had nothing to 
say). He told the conversation that went on in "fam
ily meetings" to discuss the youngest son's request 
for his portion of the inheritance. We even learned 
that the family was in the pottery retail business! We 
were given details of the life of the wasteful son in 
the far country. The name of the prostitute and the 
businessman that hired him were noted. I laughed; I 
cried; but I never turned one page of my Bible. I did 
not know if I was at Lake Wobegon or the assembly 
of the saints. Everyone stood and sang as storytime 
ended. 

There is writing and preaching on this model 
regularly in journals and from pulpits among us. The 
industry of Max Lucado is an example of such "edi
fication" occurring. His efforts are not isolated, and 
are rather common among those who do not love 
the truth (2 Thess. 2:10). This new style of preach
ing is called the "narrative inductive" form. 

This highly questionable standard is made sus
pect for a few reasons. First, because it is an attempt 
to shift from what is the meaning of the text to what 
is meaningful from the text. These two are as oppo
site as the objective and the subjective. What is the 
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meaning of the text is absolute and invariable. What 
is meaningful from the text fluctuates with as many 
people as are in the room. When asked, "What do 
you find meaningful from Luke 15 ?" One might say, 
"The folly of youth;" or another, "The value of 
worldly experience;" still another, "Parents should 
acquiesce to every request by their child." Those 
would all be acceptable answers to those of this 
theory. In reality, the meaning of the text is the 
worth of the human soul attributed to it by God, and 
how we should be joyous and not resentful at one's 
restoration. 

Second, this model is faulty because it carries 
with it a poor view of the Scriptures. If Jesus wanted 
us to know the name of the father in Luke 15, He 
would have told us. If there was something we 
needed to know about the rich young ruler after he 
met Jesus, it would be in the Scriptures. If what jesus 
wrote in the sand was part of the faith, it would have 
been listed in the words of faith. The fact is that 
these details are omitted. Not all the events in Jesus 
life are recorded, but only those sufficient to devel
oping belief ijohn 20:30-31; 21:24-25). The same is 
true of the amount of details in the documented ac
counts. Not every detail is listed, but only those God 
considered relevant. For man to add to these details 
the fanciful product of his imagination intimates 
God was foolish in not providing such material. This 
is the sin of adding to the Scriptures (Deut. 4:2; 
Prov. 30:6; Rev. 22:18-19). 

Third, it demonstrates a shift from rational think
ing toward intuitive thinking. There can be heard to
day a strong cry about being too rational with the 
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Scriptures. I guess the answer lies in being irrational' 
with the Scriptures. There are not degrees of rational
ity. Something is logical, or it is not. An argument is 
sound, or it is not. The way people can identify ratio
nality and still have some response with the Scripture 
is to shift to intuition. Intuition deals with feelings. 
Often men try to feel within themselves for what is 
right. Not far down the street are those who try to 
feel from the Scriptures what might seem to be right. 
This is a dangerous pose Uer. 10:23; Prov. 14:12). 
These efforts are designed to take us away from a 
proper response of what the Bible authorizes to at
tempting to come to an extra-biblical conclusion. 

Fourth, this method cannot handle non-narrative 
books. Some push to preach Jesus when all they 
want is to abolish doctrine. They say, "Just read the 
red letters of your Bible," not knowing that Jesus, as 
the master teacher, taught keeping the words of God 
(Matt. 7:21-29). 

If one wants to· hear only preaching about Jesus, 
then why can I not preach from the epistles that high
light and emphasize Christ, such as Colossians or 
Hebrews? There is much preaching about Jesus in the 
book of Acts. These digressives would not be satisfied 
with this either. If you preached from Colossians, 
you might speak against the instrument (Col. 3:16-
17). If you go to Hebrews, you are bound to drift 
into "patternistic theology" (Heb. 8 :5). And if you go 

to Acts, you are sure to preach about the church (Acts 
8:12). The narrative inductive form denies the didac
tic nature of the Scriptures. To tell ~thes_e folks their 
structure does not accommodate non-narrative lit
erature, their response would be, So what? 

Fifth, there would not be the new sermoneutics 
without the new hermeneutics. This denominational 
swill is a disgusting, blasphemous attempt to dent the 
authority of the Bible. The world has come into the 
church, and it is those who rest on this foundation 
that insist upon lying deceits (Isa. 30:10). What is the 
structure of this world's culture? It is a world of sen
sualism, moral relativism, subjectivism, universalism 
and spiritual mysticism. These are the forces that 
drive the hand that shapes our sin-filled world. From 
this mold comes the devilish cry for a new hermeneu
tic. You cannot change your understanding of the 
Bible without altering your telling of the Bible. 

Our view of preaching should be that of preach
ing God's absolute truth Uonah 3:2; 2 Tim 4:2). It 
should be plain and clear (Hab. 2:2; 2 Cor. 3: 12; 
Neb. 8:7-8). We need men who stand in the pulpits 
of the church and give us the whole counsel of God 
(Acts 20:20, 27), and not some moralistic allegory. 
Not only this, but we need preachers who cry 
against those who pervert the pristine gospel with 
their trifling novelties. 437 jamestown 
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Resurredion of a Heart 
By Roger Stewart 

F riday, I was privileged to see something I had 
never seen before. I saw on a video screen 
what was tantamount to the resurrection of a 

human heart. On the screen was a picture of the 
heart, taken by whatever electronic magic they use 
to see through skin, bone and tissue. There were 
veins, and arteries coursing with blood, just like God 
had made them. I could see the muscle contracting 
and expanding as it sent the blood on its appointed 
rounds. But there was one section of the heart barely 
visible. There weren't very many lines running 
through it, and it looked pretty bleak, desolate, and 
inactive. The doctor said this was the section where 
the blood had been blocked. The doctor fast for
warded through the procedure he used to alleviate 

the blockage. Suddenly, it was as if a floodgate had 
been opened, blood rushed through the freshly 
opened artery down into the part of the heart that 
had not seen blood in some time. What had been a 
single, barely visible thread of a line, suddenly be
came a huge pulsing artery carrying blood to the 
part of the heart that had only moments before been 
virtually starved of blood. Then, a little way down 
the artery, it split into a dozen smaller arteries and 
then a dozen more. It looked for all the world, like a 
tree growing before my very eyes. What had been a 
slender thread of a sapling, suddenly became a giant 
oak. What had been a dead section of that heart 
suddenly came to life. It was the most amazing dis
play of medical intervention I had ever witnessed 
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with my own two eyes. 
And, that dear ones, got me to thinking. When I 

was a sinner, I was like that section of heart. I was 
dead, without hope, without life in this world. Some
thing was preventing me from being the kind of crea
ture that God wanted and planned for me to be. 

UJust as he chose us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love (Eph 1 :4). 

I was blocking myself off from the magnificent 
blessings that God had promised me. I was lifeless 
and devoid of hope. But then, I allowed something to 
happen that brought me back to li fe. I took the 
blockage (self) out of the way and allowed myself to 
come in contact with the blood of Christ. Guess what 
happened then? Like that section of the heart, I was 
brought back to life. 

Peter responded to the crowd's request for in
struction by telling them they had to repent (remove 
the blockage) and be baptized (come in contact with 
the blood) in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of 
their sins. It is through blood-contact we are resur
rected to life and forgiveness. 

In [Christ] we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 

riches of his grace (Eph. 1: 7). 

Ufust as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4). 

And if we should stumble and fall, we once 
again cut ourselves off from the blood. Something 
blocks it. Once again, we have to remove the block
age and come in contact with the blood. 

If we walk in the light as he is in the light, 
. .. the blood of j esus Christ his son cleanses us 
from all sin (1 John 1: 7). 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we are buried with him by bap
tism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his res
urrection: Knowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 
sin. For he L"hat is dead is freed from sin. Now if 
we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with him (Rom. 6:3-8). 
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The One Baptism of Ephesians 4:5 
By V. Glenn McCoy 

Too often we assume that we do not need to 
teach or preach on a particular subject be
cause "everyone knows all about it." The 

truth of the matter is that everyone never "knows all 
about it" The subject of baptism falls into this cat
egory. In many congregations of the Lord's church, 
long periods go by and the subject receives little or 
no attention. In the meantime, new people come 
into the congregation, young people grow up, new 
converts are made. These do not receive proper 
teaching on this vital theme. And to many others in 
the congregation the sharpness of the Biblical teach
ing on the subject is lost. Neglect of the subject 
leaves too many who are ready candidates to receive 
false teaching on the subject. It is essential that we 
never get too "sophisticated" to preach, teach, and 
write about basic truths of the Scriptures. 

The Christian's "Seven-fold Platform for Unity" 
is found in Ephesians 4:4-6: "There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of 
your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all who is over all and through all 
and in all" (NASB). You will notice that there are 
seven words, each of which is preceded by the word 
one. Please give special attention to the expression 
"one baptism." When some of our brethren went to 
Japan shortly after World War II, they had a great 
deal of difficulty in convincing the people that there 
was only one true God. Reportedly, they thought 
they had 600 million gods. In the United States the 
difficulty is not in convincing people that there is 
one God, but there is much difficulty in convincing 
some that there is one baptism. 

In the above text we learn that there is one God. 
We accept that, for after all, "one God" is exactly 
what it says. Why then should there be any difficulty 
in accepting the fact that there is one baptism? After 
all, that's exactly what it says. When the Bible says 
one baptism, it means exactly the same number as 
when it says one God. The person who believes 
there is one God does well. When he wants to show 
proof of the Bible teaching as to the number of gods 
he turns to this passage. However, having estab
lished that there is only one God, he may skip over 

the phrase "one baptism" and teach that there is a 
plurality of baptisms today. Whatever the passage 
means regarding the number of true gods, it means 
that we have just that many valid baptisms. 

Holy Spirit Baptism? 
Someone might suggest that the one baptism is the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. This just couldn't be the 
one baptism that we are looking for because of what 
the New Testament reveals about it: 

1. The Holy Spirit baptism was for a specific 
purpose. 

2. The Holy Spirit baptism was for a specific 
time - the infancy of the church. 

2. The Holy Spirit baptism was for a specific 
people, namely the apostles and the house of Corne
lius (Acts 2; Acts 10). 

3. The Holy Spirit baptism was never com-
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manded, but only promised (Acts 1:8). 
4. The Holy Spirit baptism could not be adminis

tered by men, but only by Jesus (Matt. 3:11-12). 
It should be obvious to all that the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit cannot be the one baptism. We are look
ing for a baptism that was commanded for all people 
for all time, and one that could be administered by 
men in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Three Baptisms? 
Your dictionary may say that there are three bap
tisms: immersion, sprinkling, and pouring. Obvi
ously, the writer of the dictionary definition is only 
reporting what is being practiced by various reli
gious groups. No effort is made by the dictionary to 
define the word as it is used in the Bible. Therefore, 
we do not go to the dictionary to learn about the one 
baptism. If the one baptism is sprinkling, then pour
ing and immersion are excluded. If the one baptism 
is immersion, then sprinkling and pouring are ex
cluded. Whatever the one baptism is, keep in mind 
that only one now is authorized. Every other bap
tism except that one is in error. 

The One Baptism Is the Baptism 
of the Great Commission 

To correctly identify the one baptism, we must find 
the baptism that was intended to continue from Pen
tecost to the end of the world. In giving the Great 
Commission Jesus said, "Go ... make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age" (Matt. 28:19-
20). That preaching and baptizing began on the day 
of Pentecost as the church was ushered into exist
ence. It is the baptism of the Great Commission that 
is valid today, and will continue to be valid until the 
end of time. It was commanded. It was to be adminis
tered by men. It was for people of all nations who 
were capable of believing (Mark 16: 16). 

Baptism of the Great Commission Was in Water 
''And as they went along the road they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, 'Look! Water! What pre
vents me from being baptized?"' (Acts 8:36). There 
was enough water for the one who was being bap
tized and the one who was baptizing to go down in
to the water. This was not a "sprinkling" or a "pour
ing." It was a burial, an immersion. "And he ordered 
the chariot to stop; .. . they both went down into the 
water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized 
him. And when they came up out of the water, 
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the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away" (Acts 
8:38-39). 

The One Baptism Is a Burial and Resurrection 
It was the apostle Paul who wrote in Ephesians 4:5 
that there is one baptism. Clearly, he understood 
what the one baptism was. In Romans 6:4 he de
scribed it as a burial and a resurrection: "Therefore 
we have been buried with him through baptism into 
death, in order that as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall 
be also in the likeness of his resurrection." 

Again, it was Paul who described the one bap
tism to the Colossians: "Having been buried with 
him in baptism, in which you were also raised up 
with him through faith in the working of God, who 
raised him from the dead" (Col. 2: 12). Without 
question, the one baptism was a burial in water and 
a resurrection from the water. 

Sprinkling and Pouring Excluded 
by Original Words Used 

There are three distinct words used in the Greek for 
"sprinkling," "pouring," and "immersion." 

Great Bible wonders ... 
Day 1 -Jericho's Mighty Walls Fall Down 
Day 2 - Naaman Is Healed 
Day 3 - Jonah And The Great Fish 
Day 4 - The Contest Between God And Baal 
Day 5- Christ Is Risen! 

VBS Kits contain student workbooks, teacher manuals and 
samples of most supplementary materials. (Visual Aids are 
not included in kit.) 

Published by 

Lambert Book House 
For Your Closest Bookstore, Call1-800-551-8511 



The word for "sprinkle" is rantizo. The word for 
"pour" is keo. The word for "baptize" is baptizo. 
The Greek word baptizo is transliterated- angli
cized. If the word had been translated properly, 
there would be no question as to the so-called mode 
of baptism. 

The One Baptism Is for the Remission of Sins 
When Peter stood up with the other apostles on the 
day of Pentecost and preached the gospel for the first 
time, the plan of salvation was revealed. Those who 
wanted to be saved were commanded to repent and 
be baptized. The purpose of that baptism was: "For 
the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). At the time of 
Paul's conversion the preacher not only instructed 
him to be baptized, he also told him the purpose of 
that baptism, "Arise and be baptized and wash away 
your sins, calling on the name of the Lord." Today, 
in order for a baptism to be the one baptism, it must 
be for the same purpose - the remission of sins. 

Description of the One Baptism 
Putting together what we have learned from these 
Bible passages, the following is a description of the 
one baptism: 

1. The one baptism is in water (Acts 8:36). 
2. The one baptism is a burial in water and a res

urrection from the water (Rom. 6:4; Acts 8:38-39). 

3. The one baptism is to be administered by men 
(Matt. 28: 19). 

4. The one baptism is to last until the end of time 
(Matt. 28 :20). 

5. The one baptism is for the people of the whole 
world (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15). 

6. The one baptism is to be done in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28: 19). 

7. The one baptism is for the forgiveness of sins 
(Acts 22:16; Acts 2:38). 

8. The one baptism is for those who are capable 
of believing (Mark 16:16). 

Conclusion 
Any baptism that does not fit the description above 
cannot be the one baptism of the New Testament. 
But, what about those people who thought they 
were being baptized in the Holy Spirit? What about 
those people who have had water poured or 
sprinkled on them? It simply means that they have 
never been baptized as the Bible teaches. What 
should they do? Let the Bible answer the question: 
"Repent and let each of you be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 
2:38). 22470 Mission Hills Ln. 

Yorba Linda~ CA 92687 
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Lifting Up Holy Hands 
By Wayne Burger 

I t was an exciting day when Israel gathered for the 
dedication of the temple of God in Jerusalem. 
For about five or six hundred years their place 

of worship had been a tent. As one would think, this 
dedication involved prayer (1 Kings 8:22). The text 
seems to indicate: that Solomon began his prayer 
while standing and somewhere during the prayer he 
fell to his knees (1 Kings 8:22, 54; 2 Chron. 6:13). 
Stretching his hands toward heaven was also one of 
his body positions during this prayer (1 Kings 8:22, 
54; 2 Chron. 6: 13). 

Many Body Positions 
Have you noticed how many different body posi
tions during prayer are mentioned in the Bible? I 
haven't counted them. I've heard one Bible student 
say that there are about fifteen. As Solomon prayed 

that day, he mentioned people praying with their 
body positioned toward the temple (1 Kings 8:29-
30, 35), toward Jerusalem (1 Kings 8:44), and even 
toward the land of Israel (1 Kings 8 :48) when they 
were outside their homeland. J ehoshaphat stood as 
he prayed (2 Chron. 20: 15). In this same context it 
says that he bowed his head and face to the ground 
and worshiped (assuming prayer as part of worship). 

The Bible tells us that David and Nehemiah sat 
while they prayed (Neh. 1:4-11; 1 Chron. 17:16). 
Ezra fell on his knees and stretched out his hands to 
God (Ezra 9:5). Hannah prayed silently while her 
lips moved (1 Sam. 1:13). A familiar one in the New 
Testament is where Jesus "fell on his face and 
prayed" (Matt. 26:39). 

Does the position of one's body really affect his 
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prayer? Is kneeling more reverent than standing? Do 
the hands lifted to heaven draw God's attention 
more than when one lies face down on the ground? 
Is there a preferred position for public prayer? How 
about private prayer? Solomon built a bronze plat
form from which he prayed (2 Chron. 6:13) while 
others fell on the ground (2 Chron. 20:18; Ezra 9:5; 
Matt. 26:39) and others went to the Lord's house (1 
Chron. 17:16). 

It seems that Solomon answered this question as 
to the value of body position when he said, "[H]ear 
Thou in heaven Thy dwelling place, and forgive and 
act and render to each according to all his ways, 
whose heart Thou knowest, for Thou alone dost 
know the hearts of all the sons of men" (1 Kings 
8:39). It's not the position of the body but rather the 
position of one's heart and the life of the petitioner 
that counts (Prov. 15:9, 29). 

What About Today? 
In more and more assemblies, more and more 
people are lifting their hands during worship. The 
question which the worshiper must ask himself is: 
"Why?" The question is not whether it's right or 
wrong to raise hands. Scripture shows that this was 
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done by some of God's people. The real question is: 
Why are the hands being raised? Is it out of deep 
emotion which calls for this position or because one 
feels that this is a more holy position or is it to be 
seen of men? Is it deep spirituality which causes the 
hands to be raised or synthetic spirituality? Jesus 
warned against synthetic spirituality (Matt. 6:5-8). 

Promoters of hand raising may point to 1 Timo
thy 2:8 as their example. Does this really justify it? If 
this is the proof text then only men can raise hands 
because the Greek word for "men" in this passage 
means male only. 

Is it not interesting though, that most of the 
hand raising being done today is not during the 
prayer but during the singing? Again, why? What 
does it say? What is the benefit? 

With all prayers, one should examine his/her 
heart rather than the position of the hands. Holiness 
is to be found in the heart and demonstrated in one's 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

The 111'' Disease 
By Irene C. Taylor 

I n 1 Kings 21 a spoiled king had a termi~al case of 
"I" disease. King Ahab coveted the vmeyard of 
Naboth, property treasured by Naboth since it 

was inherited. Ahab requested that Naboth give him 
the vineyard "that! may have it for a garden of herbs, 
because it is near my house: and I will give thee for it 
a better vineyard than it; or, if it seem good to thee, I 
will give thee the worth of it in money" (v. 2). 
Naboth declined the offer. The Scriptures tell us that 
King Ahab returned to his house "heavy and dis
pleased because of the word which Naboth the 
Jezreelite had spoken to him" (v. 4). He had a bad 
case of I want what I want when I want it! 

Jezebel, wicked wife of Ahab, inquired why he 
was upset. Upon learning the reason, she made plans 
to have Naboth killed. 

In Luke 12:16-21 the rich man pondered how to 
dispose of his bountiful harvest . Though he enjoyed 
an abundance of goods he said, "This will I do: I will 
pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will 
I bestow all my fruits and my goods" (v. 18). 

The "I" disease did not end here. It has invaded 
every society since the beginning of time. The dis
ease has caused nation to be pitted against nation, 
husband against wife and vice versa, aligned sibling 
against sibling, friend against friend. It has invaded 
the church pitting Christian against Christian. 

Little children come with the mindset of "what is 
mine is mine and what is yours is mine, too." Some
times this attitude carries over into adulthood. It is a 
childish thing which needs to be put aside. Paul de
clares, "[W]hen I became a man, I put away childish 
things" (1 Cor. 13:11). 

The "I" disease can mar, and sometimes destroy, 
a home. One may not even be aware that he/she is 
afflicted with this disease. It is a silent illness which 
may sneak in unknown. Ask yourself some soul
searching questions. 

1. When a major expenditure is under consider
ation, do I decide on what I alone want or do I con
sider the needs and feelings of all who will be af
fected? 

2. Do I spend large sums on self 
(when the purchase is optional) and 
tighten the budget to the disadvan
tage of others? 

3. Do I buy food items that I 
alone like without buying a com
panion item enjoyed by other family 
members? A regular practice of this 
is a warning sign. 

4. Are my tastes the determining facto r in the 
home, for vacations, or friends? Or, do I bow to the 
likes of others cheerfully taking turns? 

6. Do I value the feelings of my fami ly, including 
my children, taking care not to crush their spirit? Be
littling a child can create problems beyond child
hood. 

These are but a few of the many questions one 
should ask to begin a careful inventory of self. A 
good dose of the Golden Rule will go a long way to

ward curing this disease. "Therefo re all things what
soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them" (Matt. 7:12). Is it not true of most 
of us that we are more considerate of guests than we 
are of fami.Jy? We seem to run o ut of "nice" before 
we get to family, those precious ones we say we love. 
Our children learn their traits by watch ing us. It is a 
sobering thought to realize that their most annoying 
character traits are usually those traits which we 
most dislike in ourselves. 

Jesus forgot self when he came to this earth. Not 
once do we find him reflecting the attitude of what I 
want. Rather, he willingly gave up a home in heaven 
to come to earth and suffer the agony of the cross to 

save mankind. What if he had contacted the dreadful 
"I" disease? 

Most of us have a touch of the "I" disease. The 
secret is to keep it dormant. Why not follow the rule 
of Jesus first, others second, and self last. Let us re
move the "I" disease from our lives that we may see 
"you" more clearly. P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, 7N 38063 
FF 
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Over II 0 years of the 

Firm Foundation 
is soon to be available on CD-ROM. 

New enhanced features have been added: 
• Search the text for words or phrases 

• Search for Scripture references 

• Search through one issue or multiple issues 

• Print a sentence or an entire article 

• Copy and paste text into your own document 

• Available for • Windowsn~ • MacintoshTIJ • DOS 

Prepublication price - $375.00 
After this special offer the price will be $525.00 

Special monthly payment plans are available to help you purchase your copy 

for the low prepublication price. 

To reserve your copy of this valuable study tool call 

Eddie Whitten • 1-800-572-3619 

or mail a check for $375.00 to 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 210876 • Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 

(Money-back guarantee) 

Macintosh is a licensed trademark o f Apple Computer Inc. Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 
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Potpourri ••• 
The Firm Foundation keeps right on rolling 

along. We didn't get many you're-the-greatest 
type letters this month, but we did get many 

subscriptions - which is the sincerest form of flat
tery (you thought it was "imitation," didn't you?). 
Anyway, the paper is making good progress and add
ing readers every month. The growth is slow but 
steady, which may be the best kind. (We know of 
some papers that are going backward.) 

fxcelleat - Superb - Outstanding 
GA large number have responded favorably to 

our letter request for help in gaining new subscrib
ers. A number of books were ordered. Contributions 
to the Firm Foundation were sent to help us print 
and distribute more material in an attempt to stay 
the tide of liberalism. 

Your partnership in this vital work is deeply ap
preciated - far more than you will ever know. 
"There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother." 
If you have not yet responded, why not do it now? 
He who has found a friend has found a treasure. 

Death of a Saint 
ONeal Pollard has sent notice of the death of 

Clinton Elliot, who spent his life promoting the gos
pel and defending the truth. Brother Elliot was the 
publisher and editor of Voice For Truth, an excellent 
paper dedicated to the promotion of right and virtue. 
His strong and effective voice will be missed by the 
church. We extend sympathy to the family. 

Women 4galast Nature 
$Senator Jesse Helms wrote a letter of complaint 

to the head of the U.S. Agency for International De
velopment after hearing about a workshop on flirting 
techniques for lesbians, held during the women's 
conference in Beijing, but learned the seminar wasn't 
part of the conference itself though it was offered at a 
gathering of women from advocacy groups and non
governmental aid organizations (Arkansas Democrat 
Gazette, Sept. 18, 1995). 

OOn a recent TV program, Friends, Carol, the 
hero's ex-wife turned lesbian lover. On the January 
18 episode, Carol was "married" to her partner, Su
san, in a storyline that had the ceremony performed 
by the "Reverend" Candace Gingrich, with the pro-

nouncement that "Nothing makes God happier than 
when two people - any two people - come to
gether in love." What about the undeniable politics 
of casting Candace Gingrich to play the part of the 
minister? That was a courtesy extended to Ms. 
Gingrich as a friend of the producers and cast. They 
had met last year at an awards ceremony for GLAD 
(Gays and Lesbians Against Defamation), an organi
zation with which Ms. Gingrich is actively involved. 

By the way, Friends is billed as "family entertain
ment." 

loots 
GAlex Haley, the author, told 2,500 Army re

cruits at Fort Dix, N.J., that his bestselling book, 
Roots, which traces his ancestors back to Africa, "ob
viously" was great and ranked with the Bible and 
Homer's "Iliad" and "Odyssey" (Arkansas Democrat 
Gazette, Sept. 18, 1995). 

lood lor rhought 
0 Bob Cruse of Red Oak, Texas, in a private letter, 

reported, "A prominent preacher in the Dallas/Fort 
Worth area said recently that most of them [preach
ers] could not preach the truth on marriage and di
vorce for fear of losing a third or more of their mem
bers." He also observed that there are many articles 
dealing with change agents in the church, but that do 
not mention "departures from Scripture on marriage 
and divorce. What change portends greater danger 

Midwestern 
school of Preaching 

o 2-year course of study 
o Study entire Bible text 
o Practical and foundational fields 

fully covered 
0 Wives program 
0 Annual evangelistic campaigns ~ 
0 Yearly student lectureship in June 
o Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 259-3875 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 
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for the spiritual welfare of our children than this de
parture from God's eternal moral law of marriage?" 

foes and friends 
@According to World (Feb. 24, 1996), "Human 

rights activists testified Feb. 15 to a House subcom
mitree about the persecution of Christians - from 
kill ings and beatings to imprisonment and harass
ment - in communist and Islamic countries. Coun
tries cited: China, North Korea, Vietnam, Iran, 
Cuba, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Nigeria, Malaysia, and 
Pakistan." Chris Smith, chairman of the House Inter
national Relations' human rights subcommittee, 
agreed with the activists' contention that the U.S. 
government should do more to pressure those coun
tries to stop the persecution. Smith said, "We need to 
be reminded that when people are persecuted in dis
tant lands, it is often because they believe in God and 
seek to do his will. " 

AIDS 
WHuman Events Uune 9, 1995) asked: "Why are 

public health procedures of isolation being used 
against Ebola and not against AIDS? Does it have 
something to do with the fact that the carriers of 
Ebola are Africans and most carriers of AIDS in this 
country are homosexuals, represented by a politically 
powerful lobby?" 

Persecution 
W Professor Eugene Narett, Farmingham State 

College, said, "I've been guilty of 'thought crime.' 
For my local daily paper I've written columns criti
cizing abortion and divorce on demand, quotas, ho
mosexual advocacy, welfare and feminism, with its 
cu ltu re-killing mystique of victimology. This criti
cism makes me a 'right-wing fanatic' and class traitor 
to my liberal colleagues." Professor Narett was called 
on the carpet and castigated by his peers for not be
ing politi cally correct. 

Interesting 
@Our thanks to Earl Martin for favoring us with 

a copy of The Backgrounder, published by The Heri
tage Foundation. The paper gives some data you may 
find fascinating. Americans pray even more than they 
go to church. According to a composite of surveys, 
94 percent of blacks, 91 percent of women, 87 per
cent of whites, and 85 percent of men regard them
selves as people who pray regularly. Even the 13 per
cent of the population who call themselves agnostics 
or atheists, some 20 percent pray daily. 

26 
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likely to be divorced or single, and more likely to 
manifest high levels of satisfaction in marriage. 

• Church attendance is the most important pre
dictor of marital stability and happiness. 

•The regular practice of religion helps poor 
people out of poverty. 

• Religious belief and practice contribute substan
tially to the formation of personal moral criteria and 
sound moral judgment. 

• Regular religious practice inoculates against sui
cide, drug abuse, out-of-wedlock births, crimes and 
divorce. 

• The practice of religion encourages less depres
sion, more self-esteem, and greater happiness. 

• Religion increases longevity, improves chances 
of recovery from illness, and lessens incidence of 
many killer diseases. 

0 Professor Randal Jarrell conducted a study of 
students at the De La Salle Academy, an independent 
school in the upper west side of Manhattan serving 
primarily inner-city black and Hispanic middle 
school children who show substantial academic 
promise. Those attending church at least weekly are: 

• More optimistic about their futures. 
• Have better relationships with their parents. 
• More likely to dismiss racism as an obstacle to 

reaching their goals. 
• More likely to have realistic goals fo r their fu

tures. 
• More likely to see the world as a friendly place 

in which they can achieve, rather than a hostile place 
with powerful forces arrayed against them. 

• More likely to see themselves in control of their 
futures and not as victims of oppression. 

(For computer buffs Heritage Foundation studies 
are available electronically at www.heritage.org.) 

Let freedom ling 
OM. Douglas Anderson, a psychologist in the 

state of Washington, had been counseling a client for 
three years when she came into one session with 
news. She had decided t.o have an abortion. 

Dr. Anderson, who is pro-life, was silent for a 
moment. He thought that concealing his opposition 
to abortion would be dishonest and would damage 
the counseling relationship. He then told the woman 
that he believed abortion was wrong. 

Today Dr. Anderson is on a year's probation; his 
practice is monitored. He was fined $1,500 and or
dered to attend sessions on "ethics." According to the 
state Examining Board of Psychology, Dr. Anderson's 



disclosure of his "moral and ethical opposition to 
abortion, moments after the client told him of her 
decision of have one," was an act of "incompetence, 
negligence, or malpractice" (World, Oct. 14, 1995). 

Challenge 
0 Bill Clinton signed into law Feb. 10 the 1996 

Defense Authorization Act, which contains a provi
sion that requires the removal of HIV-infected per
sonnel from military service. But, with an eye to his 
homosexual constituency, the president branded the 
provisions as unconstitutional and made it clear that 
he did not intend to go out of his way to see that the 
law was .enforced (Human Events, Feb. 23, 1996). 

Double Speai 
OJesse J. Roberson, an honest liberal Methodist 

preacher, wrote to Christianity Today: 
I identify myself as a liberal. So do the vast 

majority of my fellow ministers within liberal 
Protestant denominations. At least most of them 
reject the crude undisciplined literalism of an 
earlier day, and they are at least familiar with 
biblical criticism and other disciplines encoun
tered in theological seminaries. As a result, 
nearly all of them have to some extent accepted 
liberal conclusions. 

They have not, however, except for a very 
few of them, clearly enunciated what they be
lieve and what they deny. Many of them are 
guilty of what Walter Kaufman labeled 'double 
speak,' by which he means that many of them go 
through the process of rethinking the meaning 
of the traditional words and phrases of historic 
Christian faith, often radically reconstituting 
them with meaning which negates Christian 
faith in its historical sense, but they do not 
bother to let this be known to their congrega
tions. They use the phrases without indicating 
that they do not mean by them what the typical 
parishioner thinks they mean. This, of course, is 
blatant intellectual dishonesty. 

One is continually amazed to hear ministers 
publicly avow what they deny privately. And if 
they offer the tired, shopworn excuse that the 
typical parishioner has not been exposed to the 
process of learning involved, then the reply is 
that it is high time that some ministers began the 
task of bringing their parishioners up to date 
with what is going on in the liberal Protestant 
seminaries, and in their own minds. 

One is also appalled to learn, repeatedly, 
that when I tell those who resent my liberalism 
that I represent, for good or for ill, the over
whelming majority of Protestant ministers, most 
of them refuse to believe me. They haven't the 
slightest idea what is currently being taught in 
the seminaries they support 'for Jesus' sake.' 

This dilemma of current liberal Protestant-

ism is compounded, unfortunately, when one 
considers that many of the ministers who fall 
with ·the category I have briefly characterized 
here, simply do not realize that they have already 
rejected basic historic Christianity. 

With all these necessary qualifications, how
ever, one cannot escape the feeling that some
times moral cowardice, and sometimes conscious 
intellectual dishoneSty keeps many liberal Prot
estant ministers silent. This feeling can be stated 
more plainly and more strongly: Should the ma
jority of liberal Protestant ministers ever decide 
to be intellectually honest with their congrega
tions, the Lutheran Reformation would seem al
together mild by comparison. Protestant parish
ioners would, I am convinced, leave their 
churches wholesale. 

How interesting! I wonder what would happen 
in the churches of Christ if the liberals among us 
would be honest and admit the degree of their unbe
lief. Some "members of the board" might even be 
shocked into action. 

Although there may be no atheists in foxholes, a 
recent study conducted by the Survey Research Cen
ter of the University of California in Berkeley attests 
that there are atheists in the churches ... and they are, 
for the most part, preachers. 

lasplrllfloa 
0 Four ideas about how the Bible is inspired are: 
• One view holds that every word of the Bible is 

totally inspired by God and contains truth free from 
error. The assumption here is that God effectively 
persuaded all biblical writers to put down just the 
q>rrect words all the time. 

• Another way is to say that inspiration applies to 
the ideas and concepts but not the actual words of 
the Bible. 

• Still other Bible students have argued that God 
inspired not words or ideas but individual people. 
These folks then wrote what they did, using the lan
guage and thought forms of their culture. 

• Yet another view is that God inspired the com
munity that produced, preserved and passed on the 
writings we call Scripture. 

Those four views sum up human opinion as to 
how the Bible came into existence. Now, of the four, 
which conforms to the Bible claim: 

But we received, not the spirit of the world, but 
the spirit which is from God; that we might 
know the things that were freely given to us of 
God. Which things also we speak, not in words 
which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual things with 
spiritual (words) (1 Cor 2:12-13). Fp 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry B. Cotham 

F ebruary 11-18 was declared in America as 
"Kindness Week." Many good editorials were 
written concerning the value if all citizens 

would be kinder to each other for a week. But if one 
can be kinder for a week, why not make kindness a 
way of life? Is this not the teaching of God? 

The Bible says for people to be kind to one an
other. Paul, in writing to the Ephesians, told them to 
"be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath for
given you" (Eph. 4:32). In describing the character
istics of Christian love, he said that love "is kind" (1 
Cor. 13:4). Ruth, the Moabitess, showed kindness to 
Naomi, her mother-in-law, by gleaning in the fields 
of Boaz; she later married Boaz, and from this union 
came David, the sweet singer of Israel, and finally, 
Christ the Son of God. 

It pays to be kind to others. It is better to be ten
derhearted and compassionate than to be hateful and 
revengeful. If we want others to treat us with kind
ness, we should be kind - and even take the initia
tive. "A man that hath friends must show himself 
friendly" (Prov. 18:24). Kindness gives birth to kind
ness. When it is genuine, it is not an act of weakness, 
but of strength. It is an act that shows that one is not 
afraid of losing anything by giving himself to an
other person. When we show kindness, regardless of 
how small the act may be, we not only elevate our
selves, we elevate the best in humanity. What a dif
ference this can make in our lives, and in the lives of 
others around us, in our homes, in the church, in 
school, and where we work: How wise must one be 
to be always kind. "Kindness is the golden chain by 
which society is bound together" (Goethe). He who 
neglects kindness will rarely be loved. 

Why do we not make kindness a way of life? It 
may seem like a very simple suggestion. Everybody 
knows we should be kind. But does everybody really 
know that? If so, why do we not see more of it? 
Think what a difference that would make. 

We read and hear about violent, destructive acts 
being done to others. Isn't it uplifting to hear and to 
read some good news of people being kind to people? 
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Someone said, "A kind word and a .....-------. 
pleasant voice are gifts easy to give; 
be liberal with them; they are worth 
more than money." If all acted upon 
the principle of kindness, especially 
Christians, the world and the church 
would be much happier than it is. If 
we would write our names by acts of 
love and kindness on the hearts of the people with 
whom we come in contact year by year, we would 
never be forgotten. 

The virtuous woman had "in her tongue the law 
of kindness" (Prov. 31 :26). She spoke gently. Little 
acts of kindness brighten the world. This was exem
plified in the life of our Savior, who, while on earth, 
went about doing good" (Acts 10:38 ; cf. 1 Pet. 2:21). 

We should express appreciation to our friends . It 
is a shame not to let them know how much we love 
and esteem them. A kind word is never thrown away. 

A little word in kindness spoken, 
A motion, or a tear, 
Has often healed the heart that's broken, 
And made a friend sincere. 

David showed kindness to Mephibosheth, son of 
Jon a than and grandson of King Saul. When Saul and 
Jonathan were slain, Mephibosheth was five years 
old. At this age he met with an accident that deprived 
him for the remainder of his life of the use of both 
feet. King David, because of his love for Jonathan, 
asked: "Is there yet any that is left of the house 
of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jona
than's sake" (2 Sam. 9:1). Learning of Mephibo
sheth, David sent for him; and when he had come to 
Jerusalem, David said to him, "Fear not: for I will 
surely show thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's 
sake, and will restore all the land of Saul thy father 
and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually" (2 
Sam. 9:7). "So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem" (v. 
13) and ate bread at the king's table the remainder of 
his life. What a beautiful act of kindness. 

Yes, why not make kindness a way of life? 
1814 Santa Cn{z 

Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anc:horage-7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or R.C. Ra!~~~ ~33-5274. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Tuscaloosa - East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Brolcing, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

central 
Cauaca oF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvi.n.E}l!~tt, min. 824-7040. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. • •••• 
Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 7~~-~!~8. 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lalce F~r;s~ Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

Lakeland -1807 So~th.FI~rida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida Sch~~l.o! rreac:hing. 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.,'!~~- ?;30 p.m. 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

Orlando-Winter Park :_: sduth Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - Bellvie~· Ch~rch of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway: "i2i.6 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main" St~ Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 H.;y· iio, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 milesWof 
Exit 42, just NE ofAtlanta. (770) 476-2159,497-
0240 

-Idaho-

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

Virginia - Virginia • Ch·u;;h of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," Wj1V 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church· of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hartley Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City- Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 

Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher. 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 

minister. 787-5814. 
-Indiana-

Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City- 1657 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Fred Davis, 
minister. (313) 422-8660 office, (313) 427-4416 
res.l-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlelbelt, right 2 
blks. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 
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- South Carolina - west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Roanoke - Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Worker, .. The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Grccr-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S.MainSt., Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. (817) 49.t2388, Lyn? ~~~r! minister. 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230 .. (210) 696.;5532, 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. s 9 30 10 30 6 d 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, un. : , : a.m., p.m., We . 7:30p.m., 

-Tennessee - minister. Publisher of •Manen of THE Faith." Donald Walker, preacher. · · 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 6 w d 7 30 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 

a.m., p.m., e . : p.m. 

..... 
San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30. p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun- Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
dation Lectureship. • • • • • Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 

evangelist .. 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788- Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun, ~0, ~ 1 
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 mini~ter. (703) 382-~8??·.. · 
Memphis - Knight• ..\:n~id Church of Christ, p.m., Wed. 7=30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, Whitten, preachers. • • • • • Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.~., 6 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363- Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith- p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377• (713) 351-4649, minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Mt. Juliet- The Vi~;; Church of Christ, 436 Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. Livingston_ 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
Wayne Coats, preacher. (804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

• • • • • Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Robertson County p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Church of Christ Dooley, ministers. • •••• 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between Lubbock -Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65- 25 miles north of Quaker. (806) 794_5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 plm. 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:~0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) live over KFYO 790 AM radio. 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

Max Meadows - FtJ Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 1A360. *mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-

-Texas- Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on p.m., (307) 638-7466. 

Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South-

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 6110. 

• The World Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) ................................................ $3.00 
• Beautiful Star (13~lesson study of the book of Esther) ............................................. $2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) ....................................... $2.00 
• 5 Minutes with the Master (50 5-minute sennons) ................................................... $2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It ...................................................... $2.00 
• Great Words of the Bible, VoL 1 (study of 13 Bible words) .................................... $2.50 
• Great Words of the Bible, VoL 2 (study of 13 more Bible words) .........•.•....•.....•..• $2.50 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson study) .................................................................. $1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson study) .............................................. $2.00 

- Some of brother Smith's books have aged, but the message they proclaim will never grow old.

Order a complete set of books for :yourself and a friend for the special price of 
$9.95 pet' set plus shipping. 

Books sold individually for the price listed plus shipping. 
Pletue send no mone,. We will be gltul to bill ,ou. 

-Firm FOKndation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, 1X 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619-
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CLASSIFIED 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Chri stia ns helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Major Prophets 
(1995 lectureship). The Minor Prophets (1 990). The 
Providence of God (1989). Order from POWER 
Publications, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. Each book 
$15.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. Multiple 
orders sent and billed. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed especially to 
a ccommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. O ther church-related 
moHer is a ccepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Founda tion, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 2 10876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. C la ssified and dis
play ads must be rece ived 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication . Ads must 
b e cance led by the first of the m onth to avoid being charged for the following mon th. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994)- S 17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) - $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Preachers Wanted 
The church in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full -time 
minister. Please send r~sum~ and tape (if possible) 
to Search Committee, P.O. Box 3824, Estes Park, 
co 80517. 

We need experienced personal worker/minister and 
motivator for congregation of 28 (98 summer) in 
Anglo/Hispanic mission area. Prefer husband and 
wife teaching ream. Salary $20-24,000 and sick 
leave, meeting rime, vacation and bonus. (Housing 
isn' t furnished.) Beautiful country, less than 5,000 
people in area. Call (719) 657-2470 or mail sermon 
rape, n!sume, and family picture to Church of 
Christ, Box J, Del Norre, CO 81132. May need 
outside support or income. 

Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains of Morgan 
County seeks energetic p reacher. Ideal for ex
mil itary or re ti red couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Contact Man 
Morrison (9 15) 674-2638. 

Sound congregation looking for a conservative 
minister. Partial support would be needed. We can 
offer house, utili t ies, and $800.00 month. Send 
resume and rape to Westside Church of Christ, 
1625 N. 7th Sr., Arkansas City, KS 67005. (316) 
442-3 100 or (3 16) 442-0854. 

Full-t ime evangelist. Salary and benefits included. 
Attn : Elders, Eric Church of Ch rist, 2317 W. 
Grandview Blvd., Eric, PA 16506. Call (ch. bldg.). 
(814) 838-4866. 

Minister needed for South Hillsborough Church of 
Christ, small congregation about 25 miles south of 
Tampa, serving Ruskin, Sun City Center, and Apollo 
Beach. Candidate should be semiretired with some 
financial support. Great opportunity to increase 
year-round membership while nurturing current 
members, many who only spend winter season here. 
Send resume ro or call Walter A ron, 25 04 Lancaster 
Dr., Sun City Center, FL 33573. (813) 633-1074. 

Do you enjoy working with people? Preacher 
needed ro work with a congregation of 45-50 
members in a rural community in SW Nebraska. 
New Home and partial salary provided, for a self
motivated, conservative person, who speaks the 
truth in Love. Prefer midd le-aged or older 
ind ividual, with experience, with good 
communication skills. Send resume, sermon tape, 
and photo to Westside Church of Christ, Box 674, 
Imperial, Nebraska 69033, (308) 882-4213. 

Mid-Missouri congregation of 30-40 seeks a family 
man who is strong in the faith and dedicated to 
teaching the truth. Must be an act ive personal 
worker because he truly cares for lost souls. Send 
resume and video/audio tape to Olive Street Church 
of Christ, 420 N. Ol ive, Mexico, MO 65265. Call 
Wesley at (573) 58 1-5958 or Larry at (573) 58 1-
8771 for more information. Position will begi n 
une 1. 

Preacher needed for small congregation of 40-50 
members. ASAP. We need someone experienced 
for a growing church and a growing community. 
We can pay $200.00/wk. Will need some support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1066, 
Three Forks, MT 59752 o r contact jim Ward, 
(406) 285-4135 or Glen Hall, (406) 285-4545. 

Immediate need for prison minister; sound in the 
faith; evangelistically motivated; who has (or can 
raise) his own support; to work in two prisons in 
Vacaville, California, with other local workers. 
Contact: Church of Christ, 401 Fir Sr., Vacaville, 
CA 95688. Phone (707) 448-5085. 

If you can fish for fish and fish for men, you 
would enjoy preaching for us. We need a minister 
who likes to visit visitors and members of the 
congregation. We are located about 2 hours drive 
south of Dallas on deep end of Cedar Creek Lake. 
Small in number but want to grow. Most of our 
members arc retired and live on or near the lake. If 
interested write or send resume: Elders, Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 395, Malakoff, TX 74148. 

Wanted: Associate/Youth minister with song-leading 
capabilities for congregation of 450-500. Prefer 
experience, married under 35. Send resume ro 
Elders, East Wood St. Church of Christ, 800 East 
Wood St., Paris, TN 38242. (901) 642-2861. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher, 58, married, wants to relocate in general 
area of N. TX or S. OK with congregation of 50-
100. Have been with church in Eunice, LA for 16 
years. BSE and MA from ACU in 1959 and 1964. 
For resume, references, and info., write Jerry A. 
Price, 331 S. 4th, Eunice, LA 70535, or call 3 18-
546-0347. Need to be nearer aging parents. 

Minister available (318) 688-7247. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 

Miscellaneous 
Experienced missionary needs addit ional support 
S1,500 monthly. You may take over any amounr. 
Write to HjD, Postfach 48, A-2380 Perchtoldsdorf, 
Austria. Supervising congregation Park Heights 
Church of Christ, Hamilton, TX. 

Missionary couple looki ng for congregation to 
support us in Latin America. Longtime experience 
in Latin America and Europe. Fluent in Spanish. 
Available at any rime. Send your correspondence 
to Missions Ministry, P.O. Box 655, Graton, CA 
95444. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/retiremen t income. A nationa l 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to marker services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/ parr time positions available. 
Company has great fururc. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for your retirement 
with our company! No connict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Call1-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

Multiply your best sermons on cassette tapes. "Next 
best to being there. " Send sample - will quote. 
Good equipment, fa st se rvice . Momentous 
Messages, 24 10 Campus Court, Abilene, TX 79601 

Momentous Messages Tape Library has hundreds 
of outstanding subjects by prominent speakers of 
the brotherhood of churches of Christ - 1970s to 
date. Free catalogues available. Write to Tape 
Library, 2410 Campus Court, Abilene, TX 79601. 

New subscription rates 
effective "uly 1, 1996 

1-year - $16.00 
2-year - $30.00 

Foreign 1-yea r - $25.00 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to ac

cept o r re fuse a ny offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, 
as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain s tyle and appearance in the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements: The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out a ll advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a full 
page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 Inches. 
This is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have it, 
but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our choice 
of fonts. and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the pa
per. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank you! 
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Western Ohio 
Finn Foaadation Lectureship 

,:< ·. ~·:· ·:·\ June 2·6, 1996 

The Book of Colossians 
Saaclay, J11118 2 

9:30 a.m .....•••••••••••••••••.•••• Introduction to Colossians .................................................... Eddie Whitten 
10:30 a.m ........................... The Supremacy of Christ (1:15-17) ................................... Richard Melson 
7:30 p.m ........................... The Sufficiency of Christ (2:8-10) ............................. H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

MoiUiay, Jaae 3 
1 0:00 a.m ..•..••••.•••.•.•...•••.•.• Christ as God (2:9) ................................................................ John Daniels 
11 :00 a.m ....•.•.•.•....•...•.••.... Paul's Thanksgiving (1 :3-8) .................................................... Curtis Cates 
1:30·p.m ••..•.••........•.....••.•• Paul's Prayer (1:9-14) ••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••..•••.••••••••••••••••••••• .'~.~ •• Mark Bass 
2:30 p.m .•...••.••..••.....•.•.•••• "Mystery" (1 :26) •••••••••••••.•••••..•.••.•.•••.•••.•.•••..••.•••..••••••.•••..•..•.••• ·nm Nichols 
3:30 p.m ........................... Personal Notes from Paul (2:1-7) ................................................. Brad Poe 
7:30 p.m •....•.•.•.•.•...•......••. Man's Salvation (1:19-23) ........................................ H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

lfaesday, Jaae 4 
1 0:00 a.m ........................... Christ as Savior •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••• Tim Nichols 
11 :00 a.m •..........•.•...•.......•• Binding the Law ••••..•.••.•....•.•.••.•..•...•..••..•••.....••••.••••.•...••••....•.. David Brown 
1:30 p.m ........................... Angel Worship (2:18-19) ••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•.••..•.•••• Terry Varner 
2:30 p.m ••••..••••••••••••••••••••• "Authority" (3:17) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••••• Tim Hatfield 
3:30 p.m •.•.••..••••.•. : ........... Asceticism (2:20-23) •••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••••••.•.• Charles Pugh 
7:30 p~m ........................... Christian Uving (3:1-10) ..................................................... Gary Summers 

Wedaesclay, J11118 S 
10:00 a.m ........................... Christ as Peacemaker (1 :20) ................................................ Keith Mosher 
11 :00 a.m ........................... Relations with Other Christians (3:12-16) ............................... Brian Jones 
1:30 p.m •....•..•...••.•..••...•... Relations with Earthly Authorities (3:22-4:1) ••••••••••••••••••••• Gary Summers 
2:30 ·p.m ..•...............••••.••.• "Unity" (3:11) ••.•••••..••••••.•••••••••..••••••••••••••..•••.•••••.•••••••••••••• James Meadows 
3:30 p.m ..................•.......• Relations with Those Outside (4:2-6) •....•......•.•.•••••••.••••••••.•• Eddie Whitten 
7:30 p.m ........................... Our Families (3:18-21) •..•••••••••.••••••••....•....•...•••••••••••.••••••••...••• David Brown 

ft'DI'Bday, J1111e 6 ' 
10:00 a.m ........•.................• Christ as King (1:12-14) ....................................................... Bobby Liddell 
11:00 a.m ...........•.......•.•....• Closing Remarks and Greetings (4:7-18) •••.......•.•••.••••••..•••••• Glenn Colley 
1 :30 p.m .............•...........•• Paul's. Ministry •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••..•...........•••••••••••••• WVSOP student 
2:30 p.m ........................... •Glory" (3:4) .••••.....••••••..••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• John Daniels 
3:30 p.m ...................•......• God Has Provided What His People Need •.......••.••••• Emanuel Daugherty 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
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BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 
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What Makes a Great Sermon? 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

What makes a great sermon? Probably no 
two people would answer that question 
exactly alike. In fact, the same person 

might not give exactly the same answer if asked on 
two different occasions. Different ages and different 
teachers have answered differently. Change the ques
tion slightly (What makes a great speech?), and at 
least four different answers have come down fro m 
the classical rhetoricians. The Sophists gauged the 
greatness of a speech by the results that it obtained. 
Plato judged the greatness of a speech according to 
the truthfulness of its content. Quintillian conferred 
greatness based on the quality of life of the speaker. 
Aristotle's mark of greatness was organization. All 
four are essential to a great sermon. 

Surely a major requisite for a great sermon is its 
impact on the pew. The best organized truthful irrel
evancy presented by the best of men fails as a sermon 
because it has no application for the hearers. Charles 
Spurgeon felt so strongly about the necessity for ap
plication that he reportedly said that the sermon 
doesn' t begin until the application begins. Paul 
taught doctrine, but he always called for it to be ap
plied to li fe . Anything less than that is not biblical 
truth. A preacher w ho fails to apply ·God's truth 
meaningfully to his hearers is like a physician who 
gives a sick patient a lecture on health but fa ils to 
provide any healing medication. 

But organization can be no less important, be
cause without organization truthful, relevant mate
ria\ presented by the best of men has no hope of im-

pacting the pew. Organization is both a road map 
and a battle plan. It keeps the sermon on track from 
point of origination to destination; it keeps the 
hearer and the preacher marching together toward 
victory (conclusion) without distraction to the right 
or left. Each step follows naturally upon its prede
cessor, and each is related to the whole so that the 
conclusion is not lost in confusion. 

But what good is organization if that which is 
presented is not God's truth? A sermon based on hu
man wisdom is like cut flowers that fade before the 
close of day. There is no sense of the ageless 
struggles of the people of God. There is no coming 
to worship before the throne of the Creator of the 
universe and the Giver of grace. There is no procla
mation of redemption because there is no Redeemer. 
The re is no link forged between birth and death. It 
fa ils, and in its wake leaves nothing but despair. 

Even if the standards of Plato, Aristotle, and the 
Sophists are admitted, surely Quintillian was wrong. 
Can a preacher not preach a great sermon though he 
himself is a scoundrel? Not if he is perceived as a 
scoundrel. Rightly or wrongly, it depends more on 
reputation than on character. Who listens any more 
to Jimmy Swaggert on morality? Who now cares 
what Jim Bakker says about honesty, integrity, or 
morality? On the other hand, have we not all known 
men whose eloquence of life and overflowing love 
enabled their words to fly straight to our hearts? 

Some will argue that God, not man, determines 
true greatness. While that is beyond dispute, it 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Historical, Critical, Cultural 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

To discuss the historico-critica/ method of 
understanding the Bible is to sail out on 
waters that are more murky than deep, 

and hide "rock and treacherous shoal." It also 
runs the risk of boring readers into a sound 
sleep and maybe a coma. It is far better to show 
why the Scriptures are true and dependable 
than it is to venture on the shifting sand of mor
tal opinion and guess. Still, the fad among the 
scholars is to look at the Bible from the standpoint of aged lan
guage, early history, and old traditions in the hope of becoming 
relevant and up-to-date, and, consequently, must be examined -
at least briefly. 

John William McGarvey in his unsurpassed book Evidences of 
Christianity has shown conclusively that any good English transla
tion of the Bible is reliable and represents substantially what the 
original authors wrote. We refer you to this excellent work for 
confirmation of the accuracy and correctness of most English 
Bibles. It is amazing that McGarvey should be defamed by modern 
scholars who lack his credentials and who have not accomplished 
one-tenth of what he was able to do. 

McGarvey points out that higher and lower criticism have as
sured us of a Bible text that is free of adulterants or impurities. 
You can pick up any good English Bible and read it with confi
dence that you have before you the very Word of God. It is not 
necessary for you to know Hebrew, Greek, ancient history, nor 
early culture to understand exactly what the Lord requires of you. 
This is not a complaint against advanced education in language 
and history, but is a recognition of the accomplishments of those 
who have pursued such studies to their limit and who attest that 
the English Bible is undefiled and absolutely dependable. 

There is another class of scholars who attack the Bible and 
pronounce it questionable and, perhaps, absurd. The Jesus Semi
nar people are in this group and have advanced the ultra-liberal 
position that less than one-tenth of the four Gospels is factual. 
The end result of this type thinking is to conclude that the Bible is 
seriously flawed, full of contradictions and mistakes, and unwor
thy of consideration. It is fundamentally atheistic, because it is ba
sically faith destroying. 

The question of which group you may wish to join is largely 
decided by what you believe or suppose in advance. Your inclina
tion to one side or the other is determined by previous study of 



supportive information. If one reads and is influenced by the carp
ing critics of the Bible, he will come down on the side of Bible 
defamation. If, on the other hand, one thoughtfully studies the 
tremendous mountain of evidence showing the power and unique
ness of the Bible, he will come down on the side of faith . It is one 
or the other - you cannot serve both God and mammon. Though 
the choice presented is a great divide, I realize that there are 
shades of the two positions. The varying degrees, however, do not 
mitigate the decision one must make between faith and unfaith. 
Gray is nothing more than shades of black, and corruptions of 
white. Still, we understand there is such a thing as white, bright
white, off-white and cream, but common sense caH know the dif
ference between cream and gray. 

The historical/critical method of Bible study grows out of a 
presupposition that there can be no such thing as miracles and 
predictive prophecy. That was, and is, the beginning point. It is 
not new. It is hilarious that some "wannebe" scholars represent 
themselves as the avant-garde of 21st-century religious thought 
while reaching back to the 18th century for their ideas. The mod
ern manifestation of this atheistic philosophy started in the 18th 
century. It was born during the period of rationalism which gener
ally rejected miracles and the inspiration of the Scriptures. Early 
studies of Astruc (1753), Eichhorn (1783) , DeWette (1805) and 
Ewald (1823) resulted in "the documentary hypothesis" of the 
five books of Moses. The claim was made that Moses used docu
ments extant in his day but now lost. The reasoning resulting in 
this conclusion is a house of cards, but it is fascinating and minis
ters to the idea that there are no supernatural signs, nor have there 
ever been such demonstrations. The unsupported view that Moses 
copied his writing from sources caused the emergence of the 
"documentary hypothesis," sponsored by two Hebrew scholars, 
Graf and Wellhausen. Wellhausen's Prolegomena to the History of 
Ancient Israel resulted in stabilizing the theory (History of the In
terpretation of the Bible, George A. Buttrick, The Interpreter's 
Bible, I, pp. 127-135). 

When students become enamored with the idea that spe
cial creation as described in Genesis chapter one is not 
possible and subscribe to the baseless notion that hu

mans evolved from lower life, the door is open to fantastic expla
nations of origins and, eventually, to unbelief. It is clear that a 
man cannot walk on water, nor can he be born of a woman who 
has never known a man, nor can he be raised after 3 days in a 
tomb, nor can he ascend to heaven. This, in the mind of unbeliev
ers, is fabrication and fancy. Enlightened people cannot believe it. 
It is also the fertile soil that yields unbelief as surely as stagnant 
water produces scum. 

When students consider the overpowering evidence that the 
Bible is no ordinary piece of literature and must, for that reason, 
have a divine origin, they tend to believe in the supernatural. They 
do not cower at the prospect of the Almighty One producing the 
universe in six literal days, nor do they hesitate to accept that 
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Jesus walked the stormy sea, nor do they doubt that 
his mother was a virgin at the time of his birth, nor 
do they question that Joseph's borrowed tomb was 
returned to him empty on the morning of the third 
day after the crucifixion because the power of God 
had given Jesus a victory over death, nor do they 
waver at the information that J esus ascended on high 
and rules, until he comes again. 

The choice is clear. It is a matter of true or false 
- right or wrong - up or down - on or off -
white or black. There is no in-between. You must de
cide where you will cast your lot. It is a choice be
tween a golden street or a lake of fire. Where will 
you spend eternity? 

Concerning the advocates of the Wellhausen 
theory, one writer said: 

Not believing in the possibility of miracles, they 
elaborated a theory which pictures the religion 
of Israel as a gradual evolution from primitive 
animism, through a stage when Jehovah was 
taken as a tribal god, like the gods of the hea
then, until, under the influence of the later 
prophets, a lofty level of monotheism was 
reached. The whole Old Testament was radically 
affected by this theory; the sources of the vari
ous books were dated in accordance with it, us· 
ing as a criterion the stage of development 
which they were thought to reflect. The late dat
ing of the documents opened the way for attrib
uting their supernatural elements to the growth 
of myth or legend, and the history was com
pletely reconstructed from this point of view 
(Modern Criticism, in G.T. Manley, The New 
Bible Handbook, pp. 40-41). 

This gave rise to the idea that Bible writers were 
plagiarists - stealing from existing documents and 
claiming the ideas were a revelation from heaven 
(See Carroll D. Osburn, The Peaceable Kingdom). 

·Next comes the notion that all of the Bible is col
ored by prejudices and practices of the then exist
ing culture. This brings the necessary conclusion that 
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when culture changes, the Bible changes. It also 
totally ignores the indisputable truth that Bible writ
ers were oblivious to the fanciful and insubstantial 
myths of their day. Moses, for instance, was not 
influenced by the ancient Egyptian theory that the 
earth was hatched from a winged egg; Jude was 
not impressed with the pseudepigraphic writing 
of 1 Enoch that the sun rises each day through 
one of seven gates and sets through a correspond
ing gate in the West (Carroll D. Osburn notwith
standing). 

The untruth of the allegation does not impress 
its advocates. They keep on insisting that Bible writ
ers were the victims of the fallacies of their day, even 
when it is clear that they partook of no such non
sense. The thing is capable of demonstration. Let 
men like Carroll D. Osburn, Richard Hughes, 
Leonard Allen, Randall Harris, and Rubel Shelly 
give a concrete example of any Bible writer record
ing an unprovable fantasy of his day. Just one! (By 
the way, we have repeatedly called on Carroll D. Os
burn to produce just one scientific mistake in the 
Bible, but we have called in vain. He has not and he 
will not produce the imagined mistake, even though 
in his book, The Peaceable Kingdom, he claims such 
contradictions exist.) Who was it that said, "Oh, for 
an honest false teacher"? 

Bible writers did not imbibe the errors of their 
day. They did not repeat the mistakes of their time. 
They were aloof from the misconceptions of their 
contemporaries. The indifference of Bible writers to 
the misconceptions of their age shows conclusively 
that they were not governed by the notions and hab
its of their age - or, if you please, by culture. 

Culture does not change some propositions nor 
alter positive divine commands. Example: Two plus 
two equals four in the ten unit system of math no 
matter what the culture may be. Also, he that belie
veth and is baptized shall be saved regardless of cul
ture. You do not have to know culture to know what 
to do to be saved and to stay saved. 

Still, the historico-critical method of Bible inter
pretation claims that Bible writers were unduly in
fluenced by the prevailing opinions of their time. 
This strange concept, if accepted, will give rise to ev
ery conceivable misunderstanding. It allows, for in
stance, a person to look at the clear Bible proscrip
tions against homosexuality and conclude that such 
strictures were temporary and limited to the pecu
liarities of the writers day. An example can be seen in 
the response to the question: In your opinion, do the 



Scriptures object to homosexuality. Consider one an
swer gtven: 

The Scriptures are very important because they 
teach us God's love for a ll, gay or straight. But 
the Scriptures are o ld, thousands of years old, 
written even before the word 'homosexual' ex
isted. Same sex acts involving the genitals - we 
call these homogenital - seem in Scripture to 
be thought of as a result of idol worship. See, 
for example, Romans 1:18-27. Nor do the 
Scriptures seem to understand what we mean to
day by 'sexual orientation.' Sexual acts which 
are injurious, disrespectful, or unloving toward 
the other person are wrong. So I believe that the 
Scriptures approve of homosexuality and even 
homogenital acts that are kind, generous, lov
ing, and respectful of the other person, just as in 
the case of heterosexuality or heterogenital acts 
(George R. Edwards, Ph.D. [Presbyterian] -
professor emeritus of New Testament Theology 
at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
- holds a doctorate from Duke University). 

This is a clear-cut example of historico-critical 
philosophy, and should be conclusive proof of its in
adequacy. You can prove anything, or nothing, by 
the application of this "new" hermeneutic. 

It is far better to take the Bible at face value and 
follow its instructions faithfully. You can read and 
understand your English Bible - you can know the 
truth. It will make you free and lead you in the nar
row path that terminates at heaven' s door and will 
give you a joyful welcome to enter its pearly gates, 
walk its golden streets, and eat the fruit of the tree of 
life that always hangs ripe. The alternative is to fol
low the new hermeneutic into the jaws of hell. 

What Makes 
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a Great Sermon? 
(continued from page 1) 

should not be used, as it sometimes is, as an excuse 
to ignore such qualities as the impact on the hearer, 
organization, and the purity of life and heart of love 
of the preacher. When truth is proclaimed in a man
ner that leads to its rejection, God is not pleased. 
Such preaching will not make God's list of great ser-
mons. 10880 Memorial Dr. 
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The Cult of Ambiguity 
By Wayne Coats 

The Bible reveals that Jesus was often misun
derstood. Some did not understand because 
they did not want to know what Jesus taught. 

We freely ·aqmit that there are some areas of Scrip
ture which are exceedingly difficult, and there are 
matters which a little child can comprehend. 

If I sat in an observation chair and watched a 
neurosurgeon perform a very delicate operation, I 
am certain that I would not understand all the intri
cacies of the performance. I would think, if the phy
sician were attempting to teach a class of medical 
students all the details of such surgical procedures, 
that he would use language with substance and 
which made sense to the students. 

We used to think that words were signs of ideas 
which conveyed thoughts and good sense. If a 
thought is worth anything and worthy of being ex
pressed, it seems that common sense would cause 
one to desire to express the thought in such manner 
as to be understood. When there is comprehension 
of thoughts which are expressed in words, then 
there is understanding. When there is understand
ing, there is c;ommunication. 

Even a goose is able to communicate with an
other goose. That says far more for a goose than can 
be said for some of our foggy-minded brethren who 
desire to appear deep and profound. 

This can pose a real problem for one who is un
skilled in the meaning of meaning and who has not 
graduated from the cult of ambiguity. I am certain 
that the bushel of ambiguity is one of the most popu
lar utensils to be found among some of our erudite 
scholars. How can one accurately describe a person 
who refuses to clarify and make plain the truth of 
God when there is so much ignorance of God in the 
world? 

I do not consider that it is any mark of intelli
gence for a brother to read a few books of sleaze and 
then attempt to regurgitate the contents with a 
pompous air of originality. 

We should not be unduly alarmed when we do 
not excel as auditors and comprehend that which is 
obscure. Some people do not mean what they say, 
and they do not say what they mean. When words 
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are not used in their ordinary way of expressing 
ideas, then one should try exceedingly hard to expli
cate the unusual and/or extraordinary meaning. 

Back before the curse of ambiguity became so 
popular and when brethren thought that honesty 
was the best policy, few people in the church of 
Christ had any problem understanding what was be
ing said by those who expounded "the Scriptures. We 
are now in a new world of new meanings where old 
meanings have become obsolete among some so
called Christians. Among those who are patriotic 
and love our country, the National Anthem is still a 
joyful sound. Among those who like sports events, 
the emotions are stirred to the tune of Take Me Out 
to the Ball Game. 

I n the religious realm we just do not know what 
some brethren are trying to say when they get 
imbued with the " hermeneutic of suspicion," 

which they have copied from the modernists. In his 
essay on "The Silence of the Real" Winquist has 
stated, "[T]he hermeneutic of suspicion in the nine
teenth century has insistently accompanied thought 
into the twentieth century." 

The information that is being spread around by 
the far-out liberal thinkers would have us believe 
that' we are in the postmodern age. That means that 
the ideas which were popular at the close of the last 
century are to be considered as postmodern. Fur
thermore, it is now possible to work in an area that 
is called the hermeneutic of suspicion. That sounds 
profound, but it is simplistically silly. When one gets 
bogged down in the hermeneutic of suspicion, one is 
thereby qualified to dabble in the area of decon
structionism, meaning that one is able to keep com
pany with philosophical ontotheologists. 

It would help if one were well versed in the phi- · 
losophy of Hegel, Nietzsche, Kant, and Altizer, bur· 
having read from these authors in an attempt to as
similate their sayings and be able to pinpoint their 
foolishness in the theology of my brethren, I would 
strongly insist that time should not be wasted with 
such drivel. 

Back in 1919 Paul Tillich wrote "On the Theol
ogy of Culture" and he boldly asserted that the post-



modern era was concerned with conforming to cul
ture. This scramble for conformity is expressed in 
bold attempts to give new meanings to words which 
convey different ideas than that which has obtained 
over the past years. 

An example of this kind of thinking is reflected 
in a statement of Charles Winquist who wrote, 
"When I call 'Ultimate Reality God,' I am not using 
words literally." This is a simple example of the her
meneutic of suspicion. In her book But She Said 
Elizabeth Schussler-Fiorenza makes a strong but 
weak effort to reinterpret the Bible from a feminist 
frame of reference, release it from its patriarchal 
dominance, its androcentric language, and rescue 
women from their marginal status of "nonpersons" 
as presented in the Bible. 

And how does the author accomplish her gran
diose plans? She interprets the Bible differ
ently in order to make it agree with her 

whimsical ideas. This is the most convenient method 
of interpretation which has been spewed out of hell. 
When one is captivated with the hermeneutic of sus
picion, one can become adept in making statements 
which can be self-explained with multiplicities of 
meanings. I cannot figure out exactly why any of the 
feminists will condescend to marrying a man. 

In Reconstruction and Theology Scharlemann 
wrote about "The Being of God When God Is Not 
Being." Paul Tillich wrote about "God as Being It
self." In The Peaceable Kingdom Carroll Osburn 
seems stuck like a broken record as he writes about 
"God's ancient intent." Winquist referred to this sort 
of covert communication as "the language game." 

Recently while reading from Reinhold Niebuhr, 
I was impressed with what Niebuhr called "Bastard
ized Theology." By this expression he simply meant 
the taking of words away from their parent mean
ings and making them illegitimate (not in correct 
usage). 

One of the most flagrant examples of double 
talk, Bastardized Theology, and a hermeneutic of 
suspicion, can be seen in some of the pieces and say
ings of our erstwhile brother, Rubel Shelly, who can 
read from a few modernist infidels and subsequently 
babble the same words and expressions. Anyone 
who tries to keep abreast of modern theologians and 
their palaver can find all kinds of language being pil
fered from the modernists and deconstructionists 
and being regurgitated in the halls of academicism. 
Brother Shelly doesn't know what "Godtalk" is but 
he might be able to find out if he would go to the in-

fidel sources from which he picked up the word. 
That really isn't necessary since our brother has "in
stantiated" (all the modernists really like that word) 
a Bible which can mean whatever the menu calls 
forth on any special occasion. 

It doesn't require much thought for one to be
come puzzled about all the certain, correct, true, 
definite, irrefutable, inescapable, and positive views 
propounded by the modernists who argue, charge, 
correct, and contend among themselves in a dialogue 
with such ambiguity that everyone understands no 
one. For a specimen of fortuitous fulminations please 
consider where one wrote, "The commitment to first 
principles is set adrift by the heterological infrastruc
ture of nomad subjectivities in an environment of 
dialogical heteroglossia. We must consider the 
heterological infrastructures of nomad subjectivities 
along with the textual surfaces of ontotheological 
tradition." Surely you understand! 

Just in case one has problems understanding the 
meaning of meaning, we refer the reader to a fairy 
tale about a wolf who got into the bed which be
longed to the grandmother of Red Riding Hood. In
stead of keeping his big mouth shut, he tried to 
speak and sound like the grandmother. His was a 
hermeneutic of suspicion. His deconstructionism 
brought about his destruction with the fatal blows of 
the woodsman's axe. 

We have no anxiety whatsoever about wolves 
getting into grandma's bed so long as brethren do 
not abandon common sense. Grass-roots Christians 
do not run to town every time some freak bills him
self as a part of the big top circus parade. One can 
find such charlatans ambling around inside the Glass 
House where deconstructionist theologians with 
pint-sized heads are distorted to look as if they wear 
ten-gallon theological hats. When the theologians 
among us begin to prattle, it is a good time to be sus
picious. 

In 1879 brother F.G. Allen wrote: 
Some of our preachers are so vague, some times 
they are months trying to get the people to un
derstand what they meant and what they didn't 
mean. There is no necessity for this. What the 
Bible teaches on any subject may be so presented 
that the people will understand it - cannot help 
but understand it. 

Old brother Allen would shed bitter tears if he 
knew what some of our preachers are trying to whis
per today. 705 Hillview 

Mt. juliet, 1N 37122 
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Would You Thrust the Sword? 
By Roelf L. Ruffner 

"[T)he Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord" Uob 1:21). 

I n recent days the moral and ethical fiber of our 
nation has been shaken. A federal court in Cali
fornia overturned a law preventing "physician

assisted suicide" and claimed every sane, competent 
person has a "right to die." 

A few days later Dr. Jack Kevorkian was found 
innocent of violating Michigan law by helping a ter
minally ill patient commit suicide. 

I think of the ethical slide our nation has taken 
since the 1973 Supreme Court Decision, Roe v. 
Wade, which legalized abortion and cheapened hu
man life. Both were. brought about by humanists 
claiming a "right to chose." Do these crusaders real
ize what their "choice" means in the sight of God? 

The Word of God takes a dim view of suicide 
and those aiding it. It is portrayed as murder. 
"Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed: for in the image of God made he 
man" (Gen. 9:6). Jehovah is the giver of life and 
only he or his designated minister has the "right" to 
take it away (Acts 17:25; Rom. 13:6). 

In the book of Judges, Abimelech the son of 
Gideon was mortally wounded by a piece of mill
stone cast by a woman of Shechem. Not wanting to 
die at the hands of a woman, he ordered his young 
armorbearer to "thrust him through" with a sword 
Uudges 9:54). No honor was given Abimelech or his 
armorbearer by the Holy Spirit; rather his death is 
recorded as judgement from God for his wickedness 
Uudges 9:56). 

In the book of 2 Samuel, King Saul and his army 
were ·defeated by the Philistines at Mount Gilboa, 
and Saul was mortally wounded. Not wanting to be 
taken as a trophy by the enemy, Saul orders his 
armorbearer to assist him in suicide. 

The man was afraid and at first refused. But 
when Saul fell on his own sword the armorbearer 
dispatched him (1 Sam. 31:4-5). 

Later an Amalekite approaches David claiming 
he had assisted Saul in his suicide. David had the 
man executed because he viewed the Amalekite's 
supposed actions as an assassination of the "Lord's 
anointed" (2 Sam. 1:2-16). 

8 june 1996 
Firm Foundation 

David rightly recognized aiding a suicide as aid
ing a murder. 

But what if a loved one is dying of a horrible and 
painful disease, and asks you to end his suffering? 
Surely we should have compassion on this person 
and put him out of his misery! Isn't that an act of 
love? Such an ethical situation faced the patriarch 
Job and his friends. Surrounded by unbearable suf
fering and agony Job wanted to die but knew only 
God could take his life. None of his friends offered 
to "put him out of his misery." Only his wife offered 
the possibility of death, and her advice was viewed 
by Job as foolish Uob 2:9). 

Job resisted the easy path of self destruction and 
did not burden his friends or family with such a 
"choice." He exhibited what few modern men pos
sess - endurance. "Behold, we call them blessed 
that endured: ye have heard of the patience of Job, 
and have seen the end of the Lord, how that the 
Lord is full of pity, and merciful" Qames 5: 11). 

People have forgotten that there is something be
yond this momentary existence we call life. The 
faithful of old understood this and it helped them to 
endure any hardship. "[A]nd others were tortured, 
not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a 
better resurrection" (Heb. 11:35). 

Someday, if the Lord tarry, we will be resurrected 
to stand before the Judge of all the earth and give 
account of ourselves (Rom. 14:12). All murderers 
and their accomplices shall not enter the "new Jeru
salem" but shall know the "second death" (Rev. 
21:8). They shall be reminded that God's command
ment, "Thou shalt not kill," was in effect while they 
lived on earth and obedience to it was an act of love 
(Ex. 20:13; Rom. 13:9; John 14:15). 
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The Context of a Passage 
By Jerry Moffitt 

We know context is important and we have 
all heard the old saying: ''A proof text out 
of context is a pretext." Let us say a few 

brief words about what context can do to a passage, 
and then we will look at one scheme for checking 
the context of a verse. 

What Context Can Do 
First, context can limit or amend any passage. Any 
one verse in the Bible can be amended by another 
verse found anywhere else in the Bible. For example, 
Jesus said, "Judge not, that ye be not judged" (Matt. 
7: 1}. Standing alone, that passage gives no reason 
ever to judge. However, it is amended by at least two 
other passages. Paul said, "For what have I to do 
with judging them that are without? Do not ye judge 
them that are within?" (1 Cor. 5: 12). And Jesus said 
on another occasion, "Judge not according to ap
pearance, but judge righteous judgement Oohn 
7:24 }. These passages add to, limit, and amend Mat
thew 7:1 where the immediate context prohibits a 

hypocritical, judgmental attitude. The other passages 
show we must make righteous judgments regarding 
sin. 

A Scheme to Check the Context 
First, look at the immediate context. One minister 
who packed a gun quoted Matthew 24:44 for his au
thority. It said, "Be ye ready." He patted his gun and 
said he was ready, but the rest of the biblical sen
tence urged us to be ready, not for a gun fight, but 
for the second coming. 

Second, check the chapter you are in. Paul com
manded that the Corinthians deliver one to Satan 
(1 Cor. 5:5). Down further he says withdraw from 
that one (1 Cor. 5:13). Withdrawal, in context, is 
what Paul means by delivering one to Satan. 

Third, check the entire book to see if the author 
explained himself at some other spot. In 1 Peter 3:18 
Peter says Jesus preached to people before the flood. 
He did this in the Spirit. First Peter 1:11 talks of the 
Spirit of Christ preaching from within the prophets 

Now available from the Firm Foundation 
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-prophets like Noah. So Peter explains Peter. 
Fourth, next check the same biblical writer in his 

other books to see if he explains himself. John writes 
on one called the "Word" in Revelation 19:13. From 
John 1:1, 14 we know it is a title of Jesus. 

Fifth, finally, check the whole Bible. Can you 
find or think of any verse anywhere which might 
shed light on the verse you are studying? For ex
ample, Isaiah 66:8 talks of a land born in one day 
and a nation brought forth at once. To what could it 
refer? Well, Christians are called an "elect race, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation" in 1 Peter 2:9. Were 
they born in one day? Yes, three thousand strong on 
the first Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ as it is recorded in Acts two. 

Context is a wonderful thing. By comparing 
Scripture with Scripture we come the closest to an 
inspired interpretation we can ever come. Context is 
worthy of study, practice, and thought. 

P. 0. Box 1275 
Portland, TX 78374 
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Ancient and Modern Gnosticism 
By J. A. McNutt 

The first epistle of John was written to refute 
the pernicious errors of ancient Gnosticism. 
According to the introduction given in the 

Pulpit Commentary: 
The Gospel was very good as far as it went; but 
the Gnostics had 'a more excellent way'. They 
understood the gospel better than the Apostles 
themselves. It was a mistake to suppose that the 
historical facts and moral precepts of the Scrip
tures were to be taken literally. It was a still 
greater mistake to suppose that the Scripture 
was all that was necessary for a man's spiritual 
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well-being. There was a higher knowledge, a 
more profound gnosis, and this the Gnostic 
could attain and impart. Illumined by this, men 
could see that everything else was comparatively 
unimportant. The philosopher whose mind was 
enlightened by this esoteric knowledge need not 
trouble himself much about his conduct. His 
soul was steeped in light. 

The Gnostic teachers prided themselves in their 
intellectual illumination, which left little need for 
the Word of God or the blood of Christ. They 
looked down with contempt on their ignorant and 
unenlightened brethren who believed that they 
could understand and obey the will of God, without 
the superior wisdom of these pagan philosophers. 
These Gnostics did not hesitate to deny the virgin 
birth, the resurrection of Jesus, or the miracles that 
were recorded to produce and confirm our faith 
Uohn 20:30-31). 

The Assumptions of These False Teachers 

The "more excellent way" of these egotistical, ad
vanced thinkers "turned the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denied our only Master and 
Lord, Jesus Christ" Uude 4). Perhaps we are allow
ing the spirit of Gnosticism to creep into our col
leges, and even into the church of the Lord today, 
when we exalt human wisdom of the "doctors" 
above the "wisdom that is from above" Uames 3:14-
17). It is difficult to write on this subject without be
ing accused of opposition to educational degrees, or 
being envious of those who have attained higher de
grees of learning. However, I have supported Chris
tian education at all levels. I am in favor of one 



., 
attaining all the educational degrees that one has 
enough common sense to use effectively. But we can
not afford to bow at the shrine of so-called "higher 
education" and let an intellectually elite group de
stroy our faith in the inspired, inerrant Word of 
God. 

Why are some preaching brethren heard to pray 
for the Holy Spirit to enlighten their minds and en
ergize their understanding? Will this enable them to 
perceive certain truths not attainable through careful 
study of God's Word? Must we then subscribe to and 
accept these miraculous insights? Shades of Gnosti
cism! 

Can the Common Man Understand God's Will? 
Must we repeat the errors of the past when men had . 
to consult the priests and the clergy to learn what 
the Bible teaches? Must the Bible be chained to the 
pulpit again? I don't suppose anyone would deny 
that a knowledge of the original languages of the 
Bible, Hebrew and Greek, can provide some shades 
of meaning that are helpful to the students of the 
text. But God knew that not all of those who seek to 
know his will would be Hebrew and Greek scholars, 
nor should they have to consult such teachers to ex
plain the conditions of pardon. The common man 
should be able to read a reliable translation of the 
Bible in his own language and understand what he 
should do to be saved, how to live the Christian life, 
and how to go to heaven. It seems to me that God 
has made our knowledge of these basic facts clear 
enough that all will have access to "the truth that 
makes man Jree" ijohn 8:32). 

We should not be surprised at the strong uncom
promising stand that John took toward the false 
teachers of Gnosticism, who were trying to over
throw the faith of Christians by their evil and decep
tive doctrine. The "apostle of love" hated sin, but he 
loved the church and the souls of men. Listen to his 
warning: "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God; because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby 
know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus is come in the flesh is of God." 
This the Gnostics denied; therefore, John branded 
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them as anti-Christ (1 John 4:1-3). He used such de
scriptive terms of condemnation in indicting them as 
"liars," "seducers," "false prophets." Strong words, 
you say. Were they too harsh, unloving, unkind? .Be 
careful, lest you criticize an inspired apostle. There 
is a time for patience, forbearance, pleading, and 
restoration, but when false teachers persist in trying 
to destroy the church, silence is not the answer. 

How Shall We Deal with Modern Gnosticism 

We have our intellectual elitists today who seem 
ashamed of the church they grew up in. To them and 
the young people, it is dull, boring, irrelevant, and 
must change, or it is destined to die. They deny that 
God has given a pattern for the church or for the 
worship service. We are told that "the church of 
Jesus Christ is woefully insufficient." How does this 
compare with Paul's praise for the church: 

Husbands love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself up for it that 
he might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash
ing of water by the Word ... That he might 
present to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it 
should be holy and without blemish (Eph. 5:25-
27). 

Several of these teachers in the pulpits and on 
the faculties of certain schools have lost their faith in 
the verbally inspired Word of God, judging by their 
speeches and writings. The most blasphemous article 
I have ever read, entitled "Christmas at Matthew's 
House," appeared in Wineskins magazine. The ar
ticle was written by Andre Resner, a professor at 
Abilene Christian University. It created a firestorm 
of criticism and was widely regarded as a sacrile
gious attack on the virgin birth. It represented Mary 
as a sexually questionable woman who deceived Jo
seph into believing her story of virginity, while Mat
thew conspired to cover up the facts. 

How long can faithful gospel preachers remain 
silent while these New-Age-Gnostics peddle their il
luminated views and claims of superior knowledge 
and special insights, while they continue to bash the 
church? How long will it be before elders cease us
ing these men for meetings and lectures? H~w lo~g 
will they be allowed to disturb churches wtth thetr 
liberal agenda for compromising attitudes toward 
denominational doctrines and practices? Will this 
trend continue until the church loses its identity as 
the New Testament church and forfeits its right to 
exist? Elders need to awaken and realize where these 
liberals are leading the flock. 
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Ambitious Church Didators 
These men are not the first false teachers who have 
sought to control and change the church. It dates 
back to the New Testament age when Paul was 
forced to withstand the Judaizing teachers who were 
trying to bind the law of Moses on the early church. 
Paul boldly says, "To whom we gave place by way of 
subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the 
gospel might continue with you." It dates back to the 
days of Diotrephes, who loved to have pre-emi
nence, was opposed to the apostle John, and was a 
self-appointed dictator of the church (3 John 9-11). 

I have lived through some battles for truth and 
have a few scars to prove it. I remember the conflict 
over evangelistic authority in northeast Arkansas, 
which culminated in the Wallace-Ketcherside De
bate. According to The Gospel Advocate, Dec. 22, 
1949, p. 805, Carl Ketcherside said, "If they'll put 
the brotherhood in my hands, I'll get it somewhere." 
In the same issue of this paper, D. Austin Sommer is 
quoted by brother John Allen Hudson as saying: 

Then I ran across the three-year plan! This is a 
plan by which churches have turned over to Carl 
the arranging of preachers, Bible teachers, and 
singers for a period of three years. Carl made a 
swing among the churches and wrote to me how 
they went into the plan, and he was elated. He 
obtained their workers for them. The elders sit 
back and nod their heads. It is easy for them, 
and we have many indifferent elders (p. 805). 

How could elders be indifferent to such an un
scriptural arrangement? We are going through the 
same departures that occurred in the 1800s that re
sulted in the division over instrumental music and 
the introduction of the missionary society. Those 
who ignore the errors recorded in church history are 
doomed to repeat them. . .. Elders awake! Who is 
tending the flock? If you don't believe that "change 
agents" among the churches have a carefully planned 
agenda for changing the church, just read William 
Woodson's review of Lynn Anderson's article which 
appeared in Wineskins. (See Change Agents and 
Churches of Christ, pp. 91-135. This book should be 
read by every eldership.) 

2426 Lacosta Dr. 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

(Editor's note: Brother McNutt has preached the 
gospel for more than half a century. He is an octoge
narian who has distinguished himself by long years of 
faithful service. It would be a tragic mistake to refuse 
to hear his solemn warning and tearful plea 
Dobbs.) FF 
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"Things Better" 
A Study of the Book of Hebrews 

Sunday, ..luly 7 
10:30 a.m .••••• A Better Messenger (1:1-4) ........... Ted Knight 
6:00p.m •••••• Better Than the Angels (1 :5-2:18) 

....................................................... David South 
7:00 p.m ...... Better Than Moses (3:1-6) ............ Bill Graddy 

Monday, ..luly 8 
9:30a.m ...... A Warning for Us (3:7-4:2) ...... Marvin RlckeH 

10:30 a.m ...... A Better Rest (4:3-13) ................... Bill Willard 
11 :30 a.m ...... Lunch served 
1:00 p.m ...... A Better High Priest (4:16-5:10) 

...................................................... Chris Clouse 
2:00 p.m ...... Open Forum ................................... Ted Knight 
6:30 p.m ...... Singing 
7:00 p.m ...... Understanding Spiritual Truth (5:11-6:20) 

.................................................. Johnle Scaggs 
8:00 p.m ...... A Better Priestly Order (7:1-28) 

....................................................... Gene Wood 

Tuesday, ..luly 9 
9:30 a.m ...... A Better Covenant (8:7 -13) 

............................................... Dennis Gulledge 
10:30 a.m ...... A Better Tabernacle (9:1-29) 

........................................... David Deffenbaugh 
11 :30 a.m ...... Lunch served 
1:00 p.m ...... A Better Sacrifice (10:1-18) .......... lvey Powell 
2:00 p.m ...... Open Forum ................................... Ted Knight 
6:30 p.m ...... Singing 
7:00 p.m ...... Admonition to Faithfulness (10:19-39) 

........................................................... Bill Dillon 
8:00 p.m ...... Examples of Faith (11:1-12:4) ....... Jim Gaskill 

Wednesday, .July 10 
9:30a.m ...... The Fact of Sonship (12:5-13) ........ Oran Burt 

10:30 a.m ...... Warning Against Apostasy (12:14-17) 
............................................... Richard England 

11 :30 a.m ...... Lunch served 
1 :00 p.m ...... Better Than Sinai (12: 18-29) 

................................................ Terry W. Frizzell 
2:00 p.m ...... Open Forum ................................... Ted Knight 
6:30 p.m ...... Singing 
7:00p.m ...... Those That Rule (13:7; 13:17) .... Dean Fugett 
8:00 p.m ...... Make You Perfect (13:20-21) ........ Robert Ball 
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Soul Winning 
By Dan Flournoy 

"[H]e that wins souls is wise." 

0 ne of the most pressing needs in the church There are opportunities every 
today is soul winning. The church grows day to influence someone for good 
when people are willing to talk to others and to direct one's thinking toward 

about Christ and the church. The kind of passion for God and his Word. It is a good prac-
souls as displayed by first-century Christians is lack- tice to have several appropriate 
ing in most congregations. tracts to hand to someone for fur-

One reason for the rapid spread of Christianity ther study. 
in the first century is found in these words of inspi- Opportunities to teach others 
ration: "And every day, in the temple and at home, and win souls abound. Often our Rod Rutherford 

they ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus as the problem is that we do not see and seize our opportu-
Christ" (Acts 8:4). nities. May we overcome fear and discouragement 

The early church was involved in daily evange- through constant prayer and persistent effort. 
lism. They "ceased not" to teach and to preach Jesus 
as the Christ. Even when persecution came upon the 
church, "They therefore that were scattered abroad 
went everywhere preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). 

The mission of the Master must be the mission 
of his church. Jesus said, "For the son of man came 
to seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 
19:10). 

Jesus came "not to be ministered unto but to 
minister and to give his life a ransom for many" 
(Matt. 20:28). 

"I am come a light into the world, that whoso
ever believeth on me should not abide in darkness 
And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I 
judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but 
to save the world" Uohn 12:46-47). 

Christians must be busy finding and teaching 
the lost. While edification and benevolence are im
portant works in the body, evangelization is the life 
blood - it is the beginning point. Singing, praying, 
giving, studying, and communion are important for 
strengthening the church. However, without the 
winning of souls to Christ, there is no church. 

There is work for everyone - something for ev
ery member of the body to do. Each one can win 
one. This does not mean every member must have a 
home Bible class, once called a cottage meeting. One 
can tell the story of Jesus on the job, at coffee break, 
at play, over the back yard fence, or in the home. 

And when one of them that sat at meat with him 
heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is 
he that shall eat bread in the kingdorr. of God. 
Then said he unto him, A certain man made a 
great supper, and bade many: And sent his ser
vant at supper time to say to them that were bid
den, Come; for all things are now ready. And 
they all with one consent began to make excuse. 
The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray 
thee have me excused. And another said, I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove 
them: I pray thee have me excused. And another 
said, I have married a wife, and therefore I can
not come. So that servant came, and shewed his 
lord these things. Then the master of the house 
being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, 
and the blind. And the servant said, Lord, it is 
done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is 
room. And the lord said unto the servant, Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that my house may be filled 
(Luke 14:15-23). 

May we realize the urgency and importance of 
soul winning and not hesitate to speak to others of 
Christ and his church. The soul winner is wise and 
will shine as the brightness of the firmament for ever 
and ever. 1202 N. Beltline Rd. 

Irving, TX 75061 
Fp 
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A Tribute to Elders 
By Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

Aged Paul wrote young Timothy about the 
honor elders of God's church are worthy of 
receiving. He wrote these words, "Let the el

ders that rule well be counted worthy of double 
honor, especially they who labor in the word and 
doctrine" (1 Tim. 5: 17). 

In his first epistle, Paul urged the saints, "And we 
beseech you, brethren, to know them which labor 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and ad
monish you; And to esteem them very highly in love 
for their works' sake" (1 Thess. 5: 12-13 ). 

Godly elders who work for Christ in overseeing a 
local flock are seldom given the honor, esteem, and 
appreciation they deserve. All too often they become 
the favorite targets of disgruntled church members 
who enjoy frying them in the skillet of unjustified ac
cusations and baking them in the heated oven of un
called-for criticism. 

The subsequent points in firm reality should re
flect each reader's own attitudes toward the great 
work of the eldership and the marvelous men who 
perform it. 

1. The eldership is richly deserving of honor be
cause their work is ordained or appointed of God. 
Reverent readers of the Old Testament honor proph
ets, judges, kings and priests of the Moonlight Period 
(the Mosaic Age) because these offices or works were 
ordained or appointed of God. Likewise, the sincere 
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student of the Sunlight Period (the Christian Dispen
sation) honors apostles, prophets, elders, deacons, 
Bible teachers, and evangelists because their work is 
appointed of God. 

A wrong attitude toward any of these great works 
could not result in a completely righteous attitude 
toward God. The eldership is of utmost importance 
in the functioning of the local church. There is no 
earthly leadership over the church universal. Paul 
and Barnabas preached Christ and established 
churches during the early part of their first mission
ary tour into Cyprus and Asia Minor. As they visited 
these congregations again on the return stages of the 
trip, they confirmed "the souls of the disciples," gave 
them needful admonitions toward a continued faith 
and "ordained them elders in every church" (Acts 
14:22-23). 

Since Paul was guided by the Spirit Oohn 16:13), 
and operated under the second phase of the Great 
Commission, which stressed teaching only what 
Christ commanded (Matt. 28 :20), this work of or
daining or appointing elders was Spirit-guided and 
Christ-commanded. 

To Titus on the island of Crete Paul wrote, "For 
this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set 
in order the things that are wanting, and ordain el
ders. in every city, as I had appointed thee" (Titus 
1:5). Any work ordained or appointed by Jehovah 
and Jesus is richly deserving of our genuine apprecia
tion .. 

2. The eldership should be honored and deserves 
these words of special tribute because it is marked by 
inspiration as being a good work. Paul prefaced his 
opening remarks in 1 Timothy 3 with the significant 
expression, "This is a true saying, If a man desire the 
office of a bishop, he desireth a good work" (v. 1). 

Something is surely wrong with the man who 
fails to honor a work stamped as good by the Spirit of 
God and especially so when that same good work is 
done by the best of men. Only good men meet the 
requirements listed in the Timothy, Titus, and Peter 
tables of qualifications (1 Tim. 3; Titus 1; 1 Pet. 5). 
Great and good men who perform well this work of 
nobility are surely deserving of our loving esteem and 
deepest admiration. 



3. The elders should be honored because of the 
noble names applied to them. From the Greek word, 
presbuteros, we have our English term presbyters. 
Reflected herein are age, experience, ripe judgment, 
and spiritual maturity. Novices in the faith (newborn 
Christians) cannot qualify (1 Tim. 3:6). 

From the Greek word, episkopos, we have the 
English terms of overseers and bishops. Reflected in 
this term are superintendency, seeing over a work 
and making sure that all things which should be done 
are done in keeping with God's holy will. Authority 
inheres this work for a surety. 

From the Greek word, poimen, we have the En
glish renderings of pastors and shepherds. Reflected 
in this are such ideas as feeding, tending, guarding, 
shielding, and protecting. 

Men with age and experience, and the ability to 
lead and oversee, and with the knowledge and wis
dom to feed and protect saints of the most-high God 
serve in this good work. How can we not honor such 
men who oversee us and feed us with heavenly 
bread? 

4. Because some have chosen to dishonor both 
the office (work) and the marvelous men who fill it, 
we sense deeply the imperative need of being among 
those who honor the office of overseers and those 
saintly men who fill it according to the very best of 
their human abilities. When the eldership does well 
its work, we cannot honor God, Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, or the Book Divine without honoring elders. 

To each elder who reads these lines we dedicate 
these words of sincere tribute to you. We respect 
you for the willingness with which you first took the 
work, for the lofty qualifications which made pos
sible your appointment by your fellow members, for 
the zeal and integrity with which you have filled the 
office, and for the challenging work you envision for 
your congregation's future accomplishments. 

The "Reign of Heaven" on earth (God's kingdom 
among men) is moving marvelously, marching mili
tantly, and traveling triumphantly because of you. 
May your tribe have a healthy increase. To a first
century eldership Paul said, "And now, brethren, I 
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an in
heritance among all them that are sanctified" (Acts 
20:32). These words of weight and wisdom are still 
appropriate for sound, solid elderships in the 20th 
century. P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, 1N 38063 
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Graduation Banquet 
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-Garland Elkins
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Special Studies Seminar 
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Houston College of the Bible 
Lectures 
Isaiah, Volume 2 

-David P. Brown, Director-

-June 16-19, 1996-
Sunday, June 16 

9:30 a.m ...... ...... Ch. 40, Israel's Comfort, Her Incomparable God ............ ..... ..... .. .............................. David P. Brown 
10:30 a.m ............ Ch. 41, The Predictive Element of Prophecy: Evidence of God's Deity ..... .. ........ .. ... .... Ira Y. Rice Jr. 
4:00p.m ...... ... ... Ch. 42:1·17, God's Ideal Servant and a Song of Praise to God ................................... .... . Mark Miller 
5:00 p.m ........ ... . Ch. 42:18-25, The Punishment of Israel, God 's Blind and Deaf Servant .............. ...... Eddie Whitten 
6:00p.m ............ Ch. 43:1·13, God's Promise and His Challenge to Israel and the Nations ............. Jackie Stearsman 

Monday, June 17 
9:00a.m ............ Ch. 43:14-28, God Will Redeem Israel and Israel's Apathy ........................................ Barry Hatcher 

10:00 a.m ............ Ch. 44:1-20, How to Build a God and the Folly Thereof ...................... .. ...... ...... .......... ..... Bob Berard 
11:00 a.m ............ Ch. 44:21-45:25, Cyrus, Israel's Deliverer ..... ......... ............ ..... ..... ... ..... .. ..................... ......... AI Brown 

1:30 p.m ............ Ch. 46-47, Babylon's Overthrow ... .. ....... ....................................... .. ...... ............. ... .... Charles Collette 
2:30 p.m . ..... .... .. Ch. 48, Further Assurance of Deliverance ..... ....... ............... ................................... ..... .... Leste r Kamp 
2:30p.m ............ Ladies Class- Are You a Worthy Woman? (ladies only) ....... .................... ....................... Melany Hatcher 
3:30p.m .... ........ Two Millenniums of Church Dogma Development ......... ................................................. J. E. Choate 
7:00 p.m ............ Clz. 49-50, The Servant's Mission and His Depiction as a Suffering Prophet ............... .. . David Baker 
8:00 p.m ............ Ch. 51:1-53:12, Zion Encouraged and the Vicarious Suffering of God's Servant.. ....... Tom L. Bright 

Tuesday, June 18 
9:00 a.m ............ Ch. 54, The Future Glory of Zion ....................... ........ .............................. .... ... ..... ..... .... Michael light 

10:00 a.m ............ Ch. 55, Hear the Invitation: Mercy Is for All ................. ..... ........ .... ....... ... .. ..... .... ..... Michael Hatcher 
1:00 p.m ............ Ch. 56, The Rejected, Consoled, and Blind Watchmen Rebuked ...................... .... ... .... ... Don Walker 
1:30 p.m ............ Ch. 57, The Wickedness of Isaiah's Day Rebuked ...................................... ..... .... .... Noah Hackworth 
2:30 p.m ............ Perspectives on the Development of Liberalism in the Churc h of Christ (1) .. ..... . ..... .. Wayne Coats 
2:30p.m ......... ... Ladies Class- Mothers's Day In (ladies only) ...................................... ...... ....................... Dorothy Mosher 
3:30p.m ............ A Major Shift in the Doctrinal Positions of the Churches of Christ ...... ....... ........... .. ... ... . J . E. Choate 
5:00p.m ........ .... Houston College of the Bible Honors]. E. Choate a t the HCB Banquet 
7:00p.m ............ Ch. 58-59, Cry Out, Spare Not, and Sin Separates Men from God .... ....................... Undell Mitchell 
8:00 p .m . ........... Ch. 60-62, The Splendors of Zion and the New Name ................ ................. .. ... .. ...... .... Tommy Hicks 

Wednesday, June 19 
9:00 a.m .......... .. Ch. 63-64, God's Vengeance, Mercy, and Israel's Fervent Prayer for Help ................. Andy McClish 

10:00 a.m .. ... ....... Ch. 65, God 's Response to Israel's Prayer ....... ............................. .. ..... .... ...... .. ... .. ... ........... Ron Cosby 
11:00 a.m .. .. ........ Ch. 66, Future Judgments and the Glory of Zion in the Coming Dispensation .... ....... Keith Mosher 

1:30 p .m ........ .... Isaiah, the Man .......... .................. .. ........................................... .... .............. .................... Shan Jackson 
2:30 p.m ............ Perspectives on the Development of Liberalism in the Church of Christ (2) ... ..... ....... Wayne Coats 
3:30p.m ............ Shifting Theological Paradigms in Churches of Christ .................. ... .. ......... ...... ..... ... ....... J . E. Choate 
7:00p.m . ... ... ..... What Does the Phrase, "New Heavens and New Earth," of Isaiah 65:17 Mean? .. .... .... Dub McClish 
8:00p.m ............ What Is "The Everlasting Covenant" of Isaiah 24:5? .... ..... ..... ........................ .. ... ........ .... .. Mac Deaver 

6:30p.m., Monday-Wednesday- Congregational Singing • Lunch provided for everyone each day by tile Spring congregation. 
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Displays upon approval. Audio and video tapes and hardback book of lectures available from 
Bible Resource Publications. · P. 0 . Box 2273 • Spring, TX 77383 

-AI Brown, Evangelist • Peary Brackett, Ken Cohn, Buddy Roth, Elders-

Spring Church of Christ 
1327 Spring-Cypress Road • P. 0 . Box 39 • Spring, Texas 77383 

For information regarding housing- (713) 350-4463 



The Church and the American 
Restoration Movement 

By Roger D. Stewart 

To credit the American Restoration Movement 
or Lockian thought with originating the 
churches of Jesus Christ is to take nincom

poopery to new heights. A classic comparison would 
be to credit Coronado with originating the Grand 
Canyon, simply because his expedition discovered it 
circa 15 40. The American natives inhabiting the re
gion at the time would even find the concept of his 
discovering it hilarious. The terms to discover and to 
originate are distinctive and easily distinguishable by 
all, apparently, but the most educated. 

There is a fact to the matter that cannot be de
nied, disputed, or discredited in any way. It is this: 
Any person, in any generation, who determines to 
obey the instructions of the New Testament can suc
cessfully restore (plant, if you prefer today's idiom) 
the Lord's church as it was established on the first 
Pentecost after his resurrection. Period. 

Let's play that to its logical conclusion. Suppose 
someday, a thousand years from now, some archae
ologist digs up old Roger's grave. Suppose also that 
between now and then all the libraries were burned. 
There is no history or even tradition of the 
Campbells, Stone, Smith, Creath, or the Haldane 
brothers. This man has never even heard the names. 
Our scientist carefully opens the container and in
side, finds old Roger - preserved wonderfully by all 
the monosodium glutamate he had consumed. But, 
on Roger's chest, wrapped in plastic is a Bible. 
"What's this!" he exclaims in glee, as he carefully 
unwraps the ancient document. 

He spends countless hours translating the dead 
language until finally he has completed it. Then, he 
carefully begins to look beyond the grammar and 
form of the words to the message they convey. The 
words have power over him. For some good and ob
vious reasons, he believes them! The more he stud
ies, the more he is convinced that this document is 
the lost record of the covenants of the Creator. Un
wittingly, he has discovered the process of creating 
faith. He will discover the explanation for it when 

he finally gets to Romans 10:17. 
In the Gospels he reads the story of Jesus. He 

reads how Jesus was treated, crucified, buried, and 
resurrected. But then, in Acts 2, he reads how a lov
ing Father took the resurrected Jesus and made him 
both Lord and Christ. 

The man is a scientist, so he easily sees how little 
things have changed. Whenever man is able to sin, 
he does. The man, in fact, is convicted of his own 
guilt and complicity in daily crucifying afresh the 
Lord. The Old Testament has shown him that man
kind has always been weak. Now, he understands he 
is no different. By the time he gets to Acts 2, and 
reads Peter's sermon, he is convinced he is no differ
ent from all the rest of humanity. He is able to look 
around him and see how man, without God, sinks to 
the deepest depths of depravity. He begins to feel a 
great deal of desperation and longing for a better 
way. He feels hopeless and worthless. Then in verse 
3 7 he finds others who felt the same desperation and 
conviction. Like them, he wants to know "What 
must I do?" He sees the answer clearly spelled out in 
verse 3 8: Repent, be baptized in the name of the Son 
of God for the forgiveness of your sins. "Can it be?" 
he asks. "Can it really be that simple?" He reads fur
ther and finds in verse 41 that about 3,000 people 
who listened and accepted what Peter said, were 
baptized. (He understands the mechanics of baptism 
because he read about John and the Lord's disciples 
baptizing, and then later will read about the Ethio
pian in Acts 8.) Then in verse 4 7, he sees that being 
added to the group was linked inextricably to salva
tion, and was something done by the Lord himself. 
The group was "the saved" or the "called out" or, if 
one prefers, "the church." 

Our friend of the future, by gladly receiving the 
Word and being baptized, will become a brother to 
those who 3,000 years earlier, gladly received the 
Word and obeyed Peter's instructions. The Lord will 
add him, like them, to the group. And contrary to 
what some of our scholars tell us, he will be able to 
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do that without the knowledge or influence of 
Campbell, Stone, John Locke, or anyone else. He 
will be influenced by the Word of God as delivered 
by the Holy Spirit and recorded through the pens of 
the holy apostles and men of God. 

Let's be clear. We owe the same debt of gratitude 
to these great men of faith that we do to Coronado. 
Like Coronado, they just got there before we did 
and left us a map of their trip. And their map in sim
plest terms says: If you want to restore New Testa
ment Christianity, don't look at us - go to Acts 2. 

United Nations 

I suggest (1) any group or church that was origi
nated by, or is based on, or has its roots in any man 
or movement, other than Jesus himself and the 
Christian movement of the first century, is not the 
body of Christ, and we should have nothing to do 
with it. And (2) any person who writes or teaches 
otherwise is no historian at all, but is instead, a nov
elist and a creator of a most deadly and deceptive 
kind of fiction. 

P.O. Box586 
Rio Vista, TX 76093 

Fp 

United Religion 
By Bill Lockwood 

Those who brief themselves on modern politi
cal currents realize that a major goal of inter
nationalists is almost completed. That is, a 

one-world government by means of the United Na
tions. The UN is not, as many continue to suppose, 
an organization to promote "world peace," but was 
designed and detailed from its inception to be a ve
hicle for world government. As carefully docu
mented by G. Edward Griffin in his 1964 book, The 
Fearful Master, A Second Look at the United Nations, 
the UN was conceived "to shift the center of gravity 
in the process of U.S. foreign policy from a national 
to an international orientation via the supra-national 
UN organization; ... the role of Congress in our for
eign affairs could be by-passed" (p. 95). (See also the 
excellent treatment by William Jasper in Global Tyr
anny ... Step by Step.) 

One-World Religion? 
One of the stated goals of the Establishment elite via 
the UN is to create a one-world religion in order to 
subvert Christianity. William Irwin Thompson, 
founder of the cultic Lindisfarne Association, "We 
have now a new spirituality, what has been called the 
New Age Movement . ... This is now beginning to in
fluence concepts and community in ecology . ... This 
is the Gaia [Mother Earth] politique ..• planetary cul
ture" (as quoted by William Norman Grigg, in Free
dom on the Altar, p. 157). These concepts are en
dorsed and echoed by The Greenhouse Crisis Foun
dation and the Eco-Justice Working Group of the 
National Council of Churches in their published 101 
Ways to Help Save the Earth. This is a "liturgical 
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guide" which champions such notions as the UN
designated "Environmental Sabbath" in June of each 
year to replace the Christian calendar. 

On Oct. 4, 1993, representatives from 75 "main
line denominations" met with Vice President Al 
Gore to set the stage for implementation of the One
World Under Gaia church. The National Religious 
Partnership for the Environment was created which is 
a partnership of the National Council of Churches, 
the U.S. Catholic Conference, the Evangelic Envi
ronmental Network, and the Consultation on the 
Environment and Jewish Life. Consultants also in
clude scientists Stephen Jay Gould, Carl Sagan, and 
E.O. Wilson. Read carefully the statement issued by 
the Partnership: 

Ancient faith communities are hereby resolving 
to integrate a new world historical challenge 
throughout all dimensions of religious life .... 
This is not only a contribution to global justice 
and sustainability but an affirmation of what it 
must mean from now on to be truly and fully re
ligious (Grigg, pp. 171-72). 

This follows Eco-worshiper AI Gore's own book 
Earth in the Balance, which lauds all pagan religions 
including the Native American spiritualism, Hindu
ism, Ba'hai, goddess worship, etc. "while indicting 
the J udeo-Christian theology of human dominion 
over the earth for the environmental 'crisis.'" 

From the above pool of Gaia propaganda, 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Maurice Strong, UN chair
man of the 1992 conference on the Environment, 
have now formulated for the UN an "Earth Char
ter." Gorbachev declares: 

At a time when the religious foundations of our 



culture are wearing thin, new value systems are 
·needed more than ever before .... There must be 
a kind of ten commandments for the environ
ment, something that no one would be allowed 
to violate (p. 176). 

The United Religion 

William A. Swing, an Episcopal bishop, recently 
toured the world to build support for the United Re
ligions, a one-world supra-religious organization 
headquartered at the Presidio, the former U.S. army 
base at the San Francisco bay (Christian News, Feb. 
19, 1996, p. 1). Swing's platform calls for a Unitoo 
Religions modeled after the United Nations, "where 
representatives of the world's religions would unite · 
instead of fight." As Swing puts it, "We have to find 
out where religion is in regard to our global tribe." 

Swing began his tour on February 7 with 
$150,000 of seed money. Encouraged by powerful al
lies including South Mrica's Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, "the Islamic head of the Supreme Court of Paki
stan," the Dalai Lama of India, the Tibetan Buddhist 
leadership, King Hussein of Jordan, "high-level Mus
lim leaders" in Cairo, and rabbis in Jerusalem, Swing 
is pushing for the 1997 signing of a United Religion 
charter. This in turn will inaugurate a General Assem
bly and Security Council to manage religious differ
ences and dictate peace-making resolutions. 

Questloas 

In view of the above orchestrated drive for a one
world religion, the following questions are in order 
for members of the Lord's church: 

Since so many of our number have sacrificed op
position to instrumental music for the sake of "peace 
and harmony" with the denominational churches, 
are we willing now to negotiate such items as the 
oneness of the church for UR's "lofty goal"? 

Some of us are today calling into· question the 
very integrity of the text of the Bible. Shall we bow 
to such dictatorial agendas that would demand we 
recognize the Quran as "sacred literature" for the 
purpose of unity? Why not? 

Since the resurrection of Christ is the center of 
so much controversy among religious peoples, will 
we agree to quit preaching it out of "sensitivity" to 
other world religions in the same UR body? 

What would be wrong for our churches to apply 
for membership in this world council? Is this any dif
ferent in principle than inter-denominational organi
zations in which some of our churches seem pleased 
to become participants? 

Since it has become commonplace to hear ridi
cule from among our own people about unity based 
upon the truth, what would we violate by joining the 
UR? 

The Bible will be vilified by such supra-religious 
conferences. This is evident from the proposed 
membership of the UR. Will any of our people seek 
to maintain cooperation within the UR in spite of 
this attack? 

Max Lucado has been slated to participate in 
(and in fact has done so) Promise Keepers, an "inter
faith" partnership for preaching common religious 
goals across America. Myriads of the Lord's people 
doubtless defend this hand-holding with sectarians. 
What now about linkages with the UR? Will San An
tonio churches boast his name as "Ambassador to the 
UR"? 

Debates with sectarians infrequently occur. 
Great masses of our people object to such activities 
as "mean-spirited" and the cause of alienation. 
Thinking of this refusal to stand up for the truth, 
make it clear in opposition to error on the polemic 
platform, and expose false doctrine, I wonder how 
we will accept the Security Council of the UR de
manding that we hush our doctrinal mouths since 
distinctive beliefs will antagonize other religious 
groups? 

The churches seem to be filled from Dan to 
Beersheba with those who wish peaceful co-existence 
with the Baptists. How about with the Muslims, 
Hare Krishnas, Jews, Catholics, and Buddhists? 

Are we beginning to reap what we have sown? 
25 Cherrywood Circle 

Marshall, TX 75670 
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Memphis School 
of Preachin1 

• Two-year program 
• Fifty-four courses 
• 2, 760 clock hours 
• No tuition 
• Qualified faculty 
• limited scholarships 
• Strong Bible emphasis A 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being accepted 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
Conducted by 

Knlabt Arnold Church of Christ 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

Phone (901) 362-5139 
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The Real Reason 
By Frank Chesser 

5 orne four thousand years of meticulous prepara
tion had preceded the inauguration of the 
kingdom. The Messianic banquet was ready 

and invitations were extended. Frivolous excuses 
concerning real estate transactions, livestock, and 
family relations camouflaged the real reason for ab
sence from this solemn assembly (Luke 14:15-24 ). 

The assemblies of the church for worship and 
study are grand occasions. Severance from mundane 
affairs and fellowship with those of like precious 
faith fuels righteous zeal and actuates diligence. Col
lective participation in Bible-centered classes and the 
incessant ring of " thus saith God" emanating from 
the pulpit, enriches faith, deepens conviction, and 
matures spirituality. Spiritual prostration before the 
great I AM enhances awe and quickens anticipation 
for the culmination of unity between God and man in 
that eternal realm of perfect joy. 

Now Ready! 
Lambert VBS Kits For '96 
Written & published by faithful members of the church 

Great Bible wonders ... 
Day 1 -Jericho's Mighty Walls Fall Down 
Day 2 - Naaman Is Healed 
Day 3 - Jonah And The Great Fish 
Day 4-The Contest Between God And Baal 
Day 5- Christ Is Risen! 

VBS Kits contain student workbooks, teacher manuals and 
samples of most supplementary materials. (Visual Aids are 
not included in kit.) 

Published by 

Lambert Book House · 
0 .. 

For Your Closest Bookstore, Call1-800-551-8511 
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How can anyone, once redeemed by blood, with 
eternal life conditionally embedded in his bosom, 
choose to absent himself from a single assembly of 
the church? Is it really land, animal, and family con
cerns? Is it actually the result of being too busy or too 
tired? Can it honestly be attributed to hurt feelings, 
aversion to the preacher, or mistreatment by some 
member? 

The real reason lies within. It is a heart problem; 
a lack of love and gratitude for God. "Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thine soul, and with all thy mind" (Matt. 22:37). 
"Enter into his gates with Thanksgiving; ... be thank
ful unto him, and bless his name" (Psa. 100:4). 

No man can love God supremely and prefer to 
entertain friends, visit with relatives, or watch the 
Super Bowl in place of assembling with the saints for 
worship and study. A heart infused with gratitude 
does not express itself by nursing bruised feelings in 
lieu of the assembly of the redeemed. How can any 
man expect to go home to heaven when his heart is 
vacant of sufficient love and gratitude to provoke 
faithfulness to some four brief hours per week of 
worship to God? Love and gratitude declares, "I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house 
of the Lord" (Psa. 122: 1). 

3 9 Andress St. 
jacksonville, FL 32208 
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Midwestern 
School of Preaching 

o 2-year course of study ~ 
0 Study entire Bible text :' -
o Practical and foundat ional fields ~ 

fully covered 
0 Wives program ~ 
0 Annual evangelistic campaigns 
0 Yearly student lectureship in June 
0 Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 259-3875 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 



SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 

8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748 • (512) 282-2486 

''One of the best and most thorough Bible programs I know of in existence. 
It is both rigorous and demanding .... " 

-That's how brethren ore describing the Bible deportment at Southwest. 

Here's why: 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. Southwest course 

credits are accepted at select Christian universities (now up to 65 semester hours). 

• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. The Southwest Bible 
department is divided into four academic sections: the Department of Bible Exposition, the 
Department of Bible Studies, the Department of Bible Preaching, and the Department of Bible 
Doctrine. 

• Southwest has a Bible faculty which is composed of some of the best qualified and most experienced 
Bible teachers in the brotherhood. They have formerly served as founding directors and faculty 
members in eight other faithful schools of preaching and college Bible chairs. They have 
served as founding editors, editors, and staff writers for ten religious journals and brotherhood 
periodica ls. 

• Southwest has a Bible faculty which is composed of carefully selected men who are loyal to the Truth. 
There is no question as to where our Bible professors stand spiritually and doctrinally on the 
fundamentals of the Faith, including the textual integrity of the Bible and the verbal inspira
tion of Scripture! 

• Southwest provides an outstanding full-time collegiate program of preacher training. Southwest now 
meets eight hours every day from 8:00a.m. to 4:00p.m., five days each week. Southwest 
students now take nine Bible courses each academic quarter. Each class meets for a total of 
three hours each week. Each course is worth three semester hours of college academic 
credit. 

• Southwest students are required to complete 72 college- level Bible cou rses before they earn the 
Southwest diploma. Southwest now offers one year o f Bible-related English grammar study in 
addition to one year of coursework in research and writing. In addition Southwest now 
provides one of the finest research libraries among schools of preaching (16,000 volumes). 

• Southwest students study the entire English Bible using the verse-by-verse method of study as opposed to 
merely surveying the books of the Bible. Southwest students will also take two years of 
expository preaching and topical preaching as well as two years of G reek Bible reading in 
addition to coursework in classical Hebrew language study. Two courses ore now offered in 
debate: principles and practice. 

• Southwest students ore now required to memorize over 160 Bible verses each academic quarter in their 
Bible exposition courses. Students at Southwest ore also required to croft on analytic sum
mary for every chapter of every book in the Bible. This is in addition to other research papers 
and projects as assigned by our Bible teachers. 

• Southwest is tuition-free - V. A. benefits- limited scholarships available. We ore ready to moil you a 
complete information pocket. Call or write today! A friendly reception awaits incoming 
students! 

If you really want to learn the Bible and how to preach it ... Southwest is for you! 

E) 
All supporters of Southwest are invited to offend our 18th graduation weekend featuring the graduation 
banquet, Thurs., July 18, Garland Elkins, speaking; Specials Studies Seminar, "The Book of Ezekiel," 
Fri., July 19, Jackie Steersman, speaking; the graduation luncheon and evening graduation service, 
Sun., July 2 1, 1996. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

The Influence of One 
By Irene C. Taylor 

The Bible is full of information about how one 
person can make a difference - for good or 
for evil. 

Mother Eve had many good qualities as wife and 
mother, but what image does the mention of her 
name first bring to mind? In a moment of weakness 
Eve succumbed to the temptation of Satan and ate 
the forbidden fruit. She then gave the fruit to her 
husband and he also ate of it. Sin entered the para
dise of Eden and continues to be a problem. It mat
ters what one person does. The consequence of her 
sin is felt every time woman feels pain in giving 
birth. Because Adam joined in her sin, man must 
earn a living by the sweat of his brow (Gen. 3:16-
19). Sin often hurts the innocent. The guiltless often 
bear the consequences of another's transgression. 

From the beginning God ordained that marriage 
is one man for one woman for life. Early in the his
tory of mankind Lamech decided to alter God's pat
tern. ''And Lamech took unto him two wives: the 
name of one was Adah, and the name of the other 
was Zillah" (Gen. 4:19). This began the practice of 
polygamy, which undermines the sanctity of the 
home. Happiness and harmony do not reign su
preme when there is a multiplicity of mates. 

Though a good woman at heart, Sarai became 
impatient and moved to help God fulfill his promise 
to bless Abram (Gen. 13:16; 16:1ff). Her hand
maid, Hagar, bore to Abram a son, Ishmael, who is 
the father of the Arab race. Sarah later had Isaac, the 
son of promise, and the father of the Jews. These na
tions have been at war through the ages. Changing 
God's plan brings disastrous consequences. 

Jeroboam was "a mighty man of valor" (1 Kings 
11:28). Yet, when he became king of Israel (1 Kings 
12:20) he had a change of heart and became evil. 
Power has a way of changing people. He not only 
sinned but made Israel to sin (1 Kings 14:16). It is a 
fact that man seldom rises far above his leader - a 
fact elders of the Lord's church should note. The evil 
influence of Jeroboam is seen in the kings who fol
lowed. They are said to walk "in the way of 
Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to 
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sin" (1 Kings 15:34; 16:26; 16:31). 
Ahab "did sell himself to work 

wickedness in the sight of the Lord" 
(1 Kings 21:25). His wife, Jezebel, 
was more wicked than he. Instead 
of being the helpmeet for good that 
God intended wives to be, Jezebel 
"stirred up" Ahab, encouraging his 
evil deeds. She fanned the fires of his wickedness. 
No wife should be guilty of encouraging her hus
band in evil let alone plotting evil for him as she did 
relative to obtaining Naboth's vineyard. No mother 
considers naming her precious baby daughter 
Jezebel. 

Likewise, the name of Athaliah is besmirched. 
The daughter of Ahab and J ezebel, she learned the 
way of evil, and passed the legacy to her son, King 
Ahaziah. She was so wicked that, upon her son's 
death, she arose and destroyed the seed royal, her 
own grandchildren (2 Kings 11: 1). The desire to be 
queen prompted such an ungodly action on her part. 
Only because of Jehosheba, sister to Athaliah, was 
one heir, Joash, saved (vv. 2-3). Thirst for power has 
corrupted many a human. 

In the days of Christ's on earth, Judas lscariot 
agreed to sell him for thirty pieces of silver. The 
name "Judas" is synonymous with "traitor." This 
name is blackened. The desire for money prompted 
this one from the inner circle to sell an innocent 
man. We should take heed lest we stumble. 

Demas is remembered as one who forsook Paul 
(2 Tim. 4:10). Alexander and Hymenaeus (1 Tim. 
1:20) and Alexander the coppersmith (2 Tim. 4:14-
15) hindered greatly Paul's work for the Lord as did 
Diotrephes (3 John 9). There are those today who 
are hindering the Lord's work. Some seek preemi
nence; some openly teach false doctrine, others offer 
encouragement and hospitality to those who so 
teach. 2 John 9-11 warns that to offer hospitality to 
false teachers makes one guilty of their evil. 

The evil influence of one will can change the 
course of history. When one mother (or father} be
comes lax in her Christian life, her example may 



instill in her family the idea that the Lord's way is 
not all that matters. We should not be surprised, 
then, that her offspring makes no pretense at Chris
tianity. The chain reaction will result in the loss of 
many souls for generations to come. And all because 

of the carelessness of one soul! 
May God help each of us to take our influence 

seriously and exercise great care not to wield it for 
evil but for good. P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, 1N 3 8063 
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The Way to God 
By Brodie Crouch 

G od has been the focal point in the thinkihg 
of men in every age of time. God revealed 
himself to mankind, and no matter how far 

men have drifted from God, they have never ceased 
to think in terms of his great deity. 

Righteous people see him as the great benefactor 
of the universe, the giver of every good and perfect 
gift. He is the source of eternal hope, of unfailing 
strength in times of prosperity and adversity. Unrigh
teous men have never been able fully to convince 
themselves he does not exist; they hope against hope 
that they will not be called upon to face the judgment 
which his Word tells us we all shall come to. 

God is supreme - the object of the worship and 
homage of the righteous, an inescapable reality even 
to those who try to deny his existence. Many find dif
ficulty in seeking him because they cannot see him. 

Nearly 400 years ago, in May 1598, a group of 
Spanish colonists was moving into one of the driest 
regions of the Southwest, a long stretch of southern 
New Mexico that would come to be called '1ornada 
del Muerto''- "The journey of death." They were 
making plans to spend the night in a dry camp. About 
them, as far as they could see, was nothing but desert 
and distant mountains. Then, suddenly, a small dog 
belonging to one of the emigrants came trotting into 
the camp with mud on its feet. Excitement quickly 
sprang up. The colonists made haste to follow the 
tracks of the dog backward until they came to a pool 
of water in a slight depression on the desert floor. As 
they looked across the desert their line of vision re
mained above the depression and they saw no evi
dence of its presence. The failure of the people to see 
the precious water did not mean it was not there! 

We are not at all surprised that the Spaniards 
knew that the muddy feet of the dog meant there 
was water nearby. In that desert it was a sign that 
could not be misunderstood. In a similar way we 
cannot see the person of God, but we can see the 

proof of his divine presence. We have his Word: and 
we can find him revealed therein. It is a light to our 
pathway, a lamp to our feet. We can see the accuracy 
of it as it relates to things of the past, and it gives us 
greater assurance that it will prove to be true as it re
lates to things yet future. That Word reveals to us 
Christ Jesus as the way to God. 

Jesus said: "I am the way, the truth and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father but by me, Uohn 
14:6). Jesus came to earth that mankind might be 
able to come to God, that he might reveal God's 
terms of pardon for sin to us, and that all who believe 
on him might have the power to become sons of God 
Uohn 1:12). 

Jesus is the way to the knowledge of God, for 
without a knowledge of Christ and the message he 
brought from heaven, no one could come to God 
Uohn 14:10-11; 17:21). Knowledge of God through 
Christ leads to faith in Christ Uohn 6:45). 

Christ is also the way to the favor of God. He 
came that we might be free from sin (Matt. 1:21). He 
is the bread of eternal life Uohn 6:38-40, 48-50). He 
is the door of the sheep, through which we may come 
for rest and safety Uohn 10:7-9). He has taught us 
how we may be born anew, through hearing the gos
pel, believing it, repenting of our sins, and upon a 
confession of faith in Christ being baptized in water 
for the remission of our sins (Matt. 10:32; 28:18-20; 
Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38). Unless we are willing to 
accept and comply with his terms of pardon, we have 
no assurance of forgiveness. 

Christ is also our way into fellowship with God. 
It is sin that separates from God, and Christ is the 
means of our forgiveness. He possesses all authority 
in heaven and upon earth. There is none other 
through whom we may obtain forgiveness and the 
spiritual blessings of God. 166 Airport Road 

Springhill, LA 7107 5 
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Over 110 years of the 

Firm Foundation 
is soon to be available on CD-ROM. 

New enhanced features have been added: 
• Search the text for words or phrases 

• Search for Scripture references 

• Search through one issue or multiple issues 

• Print a sentence or an entire article 

• Copy and paste text into your own document 
• Available for • Windows.,., • Macintosh.,., • DOS 

Prepublication price- $375.00 
After this special offer the price will be $525.00 

Special monthly payment plans are available to help you purchase your copy 

for the low prepublication price. 

To reserve your copy of this valuable study tool call 

Eddie Whitten • 1-800-572-3619 

or mail a check for $375.00 to 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 210876 • Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 

(Money-back guarantee) 

Macintosh Is a licensed trademark of Apple Computer Inc. Windows Is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 
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Potpourri ... 
Redeem the time for the days are evil. We are 

ever grateful to our many faithful readers. It 
does our heart good to receive such compli

ments as: "I have just read the article 'Human Fickle
ness' by Frank Chesser. Please do us all a favor and 
have him write more articles ... have used several ar
ticles in sermons ... I expect I am your oldest reader. 
I have been taking the Firm Foundation for over 60 
years; ... enjoyed editor 's new picture - didn't realize 
he was that good looking . ... If we did not have breth
ren like you to warn of error being taught, where 
would we be? ... God bless you in keeping us in
formed .... I am requesting nine or ten issues of the 
March 1996 edition of the Firm Foundation; ... you 
are doing a valuable service for the brotherhood . .. . 
Please renew my subscription . ... Thank you for your 
work and every effort to keep the church pure; .. . 
keep up the good work." It goes on and on. We are 
grateful for your words of encouragement and praise. 

Ninth Annual 

ARK-lA-MISS 
Bible Lectureship 

July 18-20, 1996 

Cuard What Was Committed to Your Trust 

Thursday, July 18 
1:00 p.m .... The Bible, God's Pattern .................. ......... Jon Overcash 
2:00 p.m . ... The Inspiration of the Bible ..................... Waymon Swain 
3:00 p.m .... Guard the Truth About the Church ................. Jim Dobbs 
3:45 p.m . .. . The Work of the Holy Spirit 

in the Edification of the Saints .................. Bill Lockwood 
7:30 p.m .... Preaching What We Practice .......... H.A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Friday, July 19 
9:00 a.m .... How the Holy Spirit Works in Conversion .... Joe Nichols 

10:00 a.m . ... The Bible, a Pattern in Morals ........ ..... H.D. Simmons Jr. 
11 :00 a.m .... Lack of RespecVAuthority In Worship ............. Don Smith 
1:00 p.m .... lack of RespecVAuthority In the Home ........ Mike Hurley 
2:00 p.m .... Is There "Unity in Diversity"? ................... Joe Sponaugle 
3:00 p.m .... The Power of God's Word ........................ Freddie Shows 
3:45 p.m .... The All·suHiciency of the Bible .................. Tommy Doran 
7:30 p.m . ... Lessons Needed for Teenagers ................ Darwin Hunter 

Saturday. July 20 
9:00 a.m .... Can We See the Bible Alike? .................... Garry Stanton 

10:00 a.m .... Responsibilities in the Home ....................... David Shires 
1:00 a.m .... Does It Make Any DiHerence ................. Lindell Mitchell 

7:00p.m. Thursday and Friday - Congregational singing 

Central Church of Christ 
5743 Mer Rouge Road • P.O. Box 34 • Bastrop, LA 71221 

(318) 281-4959 

Our purpose, however, is not to please you, but to 
please God. 

Debate 
ONeal Abbott will debate Jim Hartley June 13-

14 in the Morgan City, La., church building. The dis
cussion is over marriage and remarriage . Abbott 
holds the Bible position, while Hartley takes the view 
that marriage is not binding. In this day, when the 
sanctity of the home is in dispute, the discussion 
should be of considerable interest. More power to 
brother Abbott. · 

Campbell Quote 
G"The continual agitation of this subject [really 

any subject] is important and benevolent, so long as 
unscriptural views of it are not only entertained, but 
made the bitter root of discord amongst good men, 
and of schism in the Christian profession. Truth ever 
gains, and error uniformly loses, by discussion. The 

June 17 
Darrell Conley will affirm: 
The true church, the one established by Jesus Christ, 
recognizes the Bible as its only authority in faith and 
practice. Paul L. Rothermel will deny. 
June 18 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs will affirm: 
The distinctive Catholic doctrines about Mary, the 
Eucharist, and the Pope contradict what the Bible 
teaches. Edward B. Connolly will deny. 
June 19 
Jerry Moffitt. H. A. Dobbs, and Darrell Conley from 
the churches of Christ, Paul L. Rothermel, Edward B. 
Connolly, and Benjamin F. Luther from the Catholic 
Church, will constitute a panel that will answer 
questions from the audience written and handed in 
during the first two nights of the debate. 

For Information 
Church building- (717) 622-1287 
Greg Lehman - (717) 739-2390 
Vic Carmichael- (717) 228-0444 

Debate held at 
Nativity B lesssed VIrgin Mary High School 
Pottsville, Pennsylvania (near Good Samaritan Hospital) 
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results of the discussion . .. have contributed to the 
triumph of truth, the union of Christians, and the 
conversion of the world" (A. Campbell). 

Gay Way 
0 In Seattle, on Mar. 7, a homosexual Navy sub~ 

marine officer lost a federal ruling based on President 
Clinton's "Don't ask, Don't tell" policy. A federal 
judge said the navy didn't violate the rights of Lt. Ri
chard Watson when it discharged him after he dis
closed his sexual preference (World, Mar. 16). 

lilslde Dope 
Oin 1992, the U.S. government decided it would 

no longer supply marijuana to Americans who could 
prove that they needed it for medicinal purposes. But 
to the chagrin of budget cutters, those already receiv
ing the weed were exempted, and the Federal pot 
farm in Oxford, Miss., remains fertile, costing 
$250,000 a year to supply eight people with 300 
joints each month (George, April/May 1996). 

Update 
OACU is still using Charles Hundley, Baptist 

Sunday-school teacher, as a professor of United 
States history two nights a week at ACU - and has 
been for six years. 

Shall We Let Him Aloae? 
0 Following is a brief article written by J. W. 

McGarvey in 1895, and that bears repeating: 

If a man's •search for the truth' lands him in 
a very old and well-known error; is he to be al
lowed to teach that error in pulpit or professors 
chair; established and paid for by evangelical 
folk, because forsooth he was •searching for 
truth' when he landed in the old bog? (Western 
Recorder). 

Oh, yes, you must let him alone; for if you 
'evangelical folk' who are footing the bill ven
ture to interfere, the cry of persecution will be 
raised, you will hear of Galileo, the burning of 
witches, and the Inquisition. You will learn that 
this is an age of free thought, and that bigotry is 
a back number. It will be rung in your ears that 
the 'old and well-known error' is a new truth 
about fifty years in advance of the age, and 
people who are not posted will believe it. So 
when a wolf gets into the fold, you must not 
take a club to him, but you must try to convince 
him in a brotherly way to retire. You must un
derstand that all men have a right to their opin
ions, except you who are orthodox. 

Alaortioa 
ODoctor Jim McMahon, who died November 

1995, was one of two physicians who routinely per-
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formed late abortions by a method he called "intact 
dilation and evacuation." He would dilate the 
mother's cervix and then pull the baby out by the 
legs. When all but the head was delivered, he would 
put a needle, or sometimes a sharp surgical instru
ment into the base of the skull and remove some or 
all of the brain fluid, allowing the skull to collapse 
and the intact fetus to be delivered. When and how 
does the baby die in this procedure? This question 
obsesses both sides of the late-term abortion debate. 
Does it die, as National Right to Life insists, when the 
baby is all but delivered? The image of the baby 
nearly pulled out of the mother alive and then killed 
is terrifying and seems perilously close to infanticide. 
Pro-choice groups claim this is not the case but that 
the fetus dies peacefully from anesthesia given to the 
mother during the operation (Source: The New Re
public, Mar. 4, 1996). 

First "Lady" 
0 In her book, Hillary Clinton says of her Meth

odist upbringing, "We talked with God, walked with 
God, ate, studied, and argued with God." 

Bacoa 
0" A little philosophy inclines men's minds to 

atheism, but depth in philosophy brings men's minds 
to religion" (Francis Bacon, English philosopher). 

Profundity Is Ia Simplicity 
G"The complex Ptolemaic astronomical system 

(which held that the sun went around the earth) 
predicted eclipses quite as accurately as the much 
simpler Copernican system (which holds that the 
earth goes around the sun). In order to get these cor
rect predictions, however, it needed to add a host 
of exceptions and qualifications on the basic 
theory - i.e., the theory had to be complex because 
it was wrong" (National Review, Dec. 25, 1995). 
Fuany 

O"Any woman who goes on television and dis
cusses her affairs, betrayals, suicide attempts, and 
vomiting habits, and then says, 'I'm a very strong per
son,' is an American" (Florence King). 

Prayer 
O"A popular little booklet on 'The Power of 

Prayer,' available at supermarket checkouts, claims 
that prayer 'may help you to become more success
ful, save your marriage, or even help you lose 
weight.' What they don't add is what a famous 
weight-loss commercial says: It helps if you don't eat 
like a pig" (World, Oct. 21, 1995). 



Perverts 
O"More than 30 Christian organizations co

sponsored the first National Coming Out of Homo
sexuality Day October 11 to counter the Human 
Rights Campaign Fund's National Coming Out Day. 
'Individuals and organizations that promote homo
sexuality as just another healthy alternative to nor
mal sexuality are promoting a lie,' says 35-year-old 
Anchorage organizer Michael Johnston, who left the 
lifestyle after being infected with HIV in 1986. 'It is 
beyond comprehension that [these activists] would 
encourage young people to follow in their footsteps.' 
Groups supporting the event included the American 
Family Association, Exodus International, Family 
Research Council, and Traditional Values Coalition" 
(Christianity Today, Nov. 13, 1995). 

For this cause God gave them up unto vile affec
tions: for even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature: 
And likewise also the men, leaving the natural 
use of the woman, burned in their lust one to
ward another; meh with men working that 
which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves 
that recompense of their error which was meet 
(Rom. 1:26-27). 

Brown 
Trail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

O"In what's clearly an effort by the Clinton ad
ministration to repair its damaged relations with ho
mosexual voters, gay elected officials have been in
vited to the White House .. _. Susan Leal put the meet
ing together .... The meeting would bring some 30 of 
the more than 80 homosexuals now holding public 
office together with administration officials respon
sible for areas key to homosexual interests .... Miss 
Leal said, 'We're planning that he [President Clinton] 
comes and blesses the thing and says, This is my 
thing, and thanks for coming and here are my ideas'" 
(San Francisco Examiner). 

O"Sen. Jesse Helms, North Carolina Republican, 
will introduce legislation to eliminate federal agency 
programs that he says condone or promote homo
sexual lifestyles .... The Clinton administration has 
conducted a concerted effort to give homosexual 
rights, privileges and protections through the federal 
agencies - to extend to homosexuals special rights 
in the federal workplace, rights not accorded to most 
other groups and individuals" (Washington Post). 

Sagan 
OCarl Sagan is quoted in U.S. News & World Re-

port (Mar. 18, 1996) as saying: 
Scientists might be motivated by ego or greed or 
the unwillingness to surrender their favorite 
ideas. But there are scientists, maybe even simi
larly motivated, who have a reason to try to dis
prove the first guy's ideas. If you look at the col
lective enterprise of science, you see that it has 
elegant, self-correcting machinery built into it in 
a fundamental way. 

Hey, not bad. Wonder if Sagan recognizes the 
importance and value of the work done by Bert 
Thompson, Wayne Jackson and Apologetics Press? 
It is true that debating a matter helps to burnish 
truth. Would Sagan be willing to meet Thompson in 
a debate, either oral or written? Another thought, 
would Carroll Osburn, Rubel Shelly, Randall Harris, 
Leonard Allen, Thomas Olbricht be willing to have a 
good exchange of ideas in some public forum? 

Sagan also says in the article, "[T]he Bible is de
monstrably wrong in areas of science." He fails to 
specify the areas he has in mind. Too bad! Carroll D. 
Osburn says the Bible has mistakes in science (The 
Peaceable Kingdom), but he refuses to be specific, 
though repeatedly asked to name the mistakes he has 
in mind. 

Weddings 
G Acting before Hawaiian courts mandate homo

sexual "marriage," which may occur in July, pro-fam-
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ily activists nationwide are working to protect the 
definition of marriage. 

In California, the state assembly voted 41 to 31 
to prohibit the recognition of same-sex relationships 
as marriage. Utah enacted a law in 1995 that defines 
marriage as the union of "one man and one woman" 
and bars recognition of same-sex nuptials. Other 
states considering such measures: Alabama, Alaska, 
Colorado, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, New 
Mexico, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia, and Washington. In Nebraska, a 
bill legalizing same-sex marriages has been intro
duced. 

The gravity of the situation cannot be over
stated. If homosexual "marriage" becomes law in 
Hawaii and is imposed on all other states through 
the Full Faith and Credit Clause of the Constitution, 
businesses will be forced to subsidize homosexuality, 
schoolchildren will be taught that homosexuality is 
equivalent to marital sex, and churches will be 
pushed into a religious "ghetto," where pressure will 
mount for conformity to civil law. 

Citizens can do two things to preserve marriage: 
1) contact your state legislators and urge them to 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman, Paul Kidwell Sr. 
(formerly of "Seed Sowing"), and Jim Tittle 

• Literature and Campaigns: Ed Crookshank 
and Rod Rutherford 

• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 

• Bible Questions: David Amos and Roy J. Hearn 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 

Write: Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Call: Literature and Campaigns- (601) 895-9740 
Broadcasting- (601) 893-1015 
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support current legislation or to introduce a bill pro
tecting marriage; 2) ask your congressman and U.S. 
senators to co-sponsor the eventual federal bill. The 
Capitol Hill switchboard number is (202) 225-3121, 
or (202) 224-2131) (Family Research Council). 

That's Show Biz 
G"The six-piece band starts up, and the sound 

comes clear and sweet through speakers. It's just an
other typical Sunday morning service at the Alpine 
Chapel in Lake Zurich." · 

G"The No. 1 reason they have given [for not at
tending worship services], is that they found 
churches are not relevant to their lives .... They give a 
lot of reasons, but the bottom line is [that] 'it's not 
meeting me where I am.' ... Their survey found that 
young adults in Lubbock listen primarily to progres
sive country music and pop rock. 'That's what we're 
going to play. We won't do a lot of congregational 
singing.'" 

(Our thanks to Earl Davis of Wilmette, Ill., for 
sending the above two quotes - one from the Chi
cago Tribune and the other from the Lubbock Ava
lanche-] ournal.) 

Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ. 

Subscribe to 
The Caring and Sharing Newsletter 

for news about the health of other members. 
Subscribers help each other pay their medical 
bills. It's very economical! Note: This Is not an 
Insurance company. 

As a subscriber, other newsletter subscribers 
will help you pay your medical bills, and you can 
do the same for them. Your gift is sent directly 
by you, not CSN, to the subscriber who has had 
a medical emergency. 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing Newsletter 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-800-2888-2044 
The plan has been in effect and working for go
ing on 4 years. 1400 individuals are already par
ticipating and loving it. Let us hear from you to
day! 

The CSN is NOT an insurance company. 



Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or R.C. Ra!!"':~ ~33-5274. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Broking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. j. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. . . . . . 
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. 

oeatral 
Cauaca oF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvi~.~~~!~tt, min. 824-7040. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 s. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida-
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. • •••• 

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 7~~-~E8. 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake F~r;s~ Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Frank Chesser, minister. 

Lakeland- 1807 So~;h•FI~rida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida Sch~~l.o! rreaching. 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., '!~~· ?;30 p.m. 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

Orlando-Winter Park:: sduth Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - Bellvie~· Ch~rch of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, •i2i6 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 Main• St~ Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 H~· iio, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W of 
Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 497-
0240 

-Idaho-

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

Virginia -Virginia ·ch;.;;h of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," W]TV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866. 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hanley Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Home of 
Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lec
tureship. 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162 . 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, V.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies. (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 

Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324·9131. Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher. 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 

minister. 787-5814. 
-Indiana-

Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City- 1657 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Fred Davis, 
minister. (313) 422-8660 office, (313) 427-4416 
res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlelbelt, right 2 
blks. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun· 
dation Lectureship. 
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- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy.14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun.10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm FoiiiJ-
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minis!e! •••• 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617 • . . . . . 
Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. ..... 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
NaShville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

-·Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m;, Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South-

west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worlur, "'The Word of Life: KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. ..... 
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of•Mauen of THE Faith. • 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. ..... 

Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-2388, Lynn Blair, minister. 

San Antonio - She~~.;d~~ Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, pr~~e! ••• 
San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla a.m., 1 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 minister. (703) 382-~8!?· •• 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Whitten, preachers. • • • • • Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith- p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, n377. (713) 351-4649, minister. (540) 382-~~~2. (~ffice) 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
H. A. {Buster) Dobbs, preacher. Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

Ch h S Ex
. ff 

9 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 

Livingston- 1101 W. urc t., Ito 5 (804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Undell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. • • • • • 

Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 plm. 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 15513, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist ..... 
Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. 1h mile S. 1-81 & 1-77 
{Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., (307) 638-7466. ..... 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

• The World Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) ••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $3.00 
• Beautiful Star (13-lesson study of the book of Esther) ............................................. $2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) ....................................... $2.00 
• S Minutes with the Master (SO S-minute ~ennons) ................................................... $2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It ...................................................... $2.00 
• Great Words of the Bible, VoL 1 (study of 13 Bible words) .................................... $2.50 
• Great Words of the Bible, VoL 2 (study of 13 more Bible words) .......................... $2.50 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson study) .................................................................. $1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson study) .............................................. $2.00 

-Some of brother Smith's books hat~e aged, but the.message they proclaim will net~er grow ald.

Order a complete set of bo~ks for :yourself and a friend for the special price of 
$9.95 peT set plus shipping. 

Books sold inditriduall:y for the price listed plus shipping. 
Please send no morae,. We will be glad to bill ,ou. 

- Finn Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, T.X 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 -
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
play ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Mid-Missouri congregation, 60 members, self
supporting, seeking conservative gospel preacher. 
Please send r~sum~ to Truman Road Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 29, Higginsville, MO 64037. 

The church in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full-time 
minister. Please send r~sum~ and tape (if possible) 
to Search Committee, P.O. Box 3824, Estes Park, 
co 80517. 
Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains of Morgan 
County seeks energetic preacher. Ideal for ex
military or retired couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Contact Matt 
Morrison (915) 674-2638. 
Sound congregation looking for a conservative 
minister. Partial support would be needed. We can 
offer house, utilities, and $800.00 month. Send 
r~sum~ and tape to Westside Church of Christ, 
1625 N. 7th St., Arkansas City, KS 67005. (316) 
442-3100 or (316) 442-0854. 
Full-time evangelist. Salary and benefits included. 
Attn: Elders, Erie Church of Christ, 2317 W. 
Grandview Blvd., Eric, PA 16506. Call (ch. bldg.). 
(814) 838-4866. 

Immediate need for prison minister; sound in the 
faith; evangelistically motivated; who has (or can 
raise) his own support; to work in two prisons in 
Vacaville, California, with other local workers. 
Contact: Church of Christ, 401 Fir St., Vacaville, 
CA 95688. Phone (707) 448-5085. 
If you can fish for fish and fish for men, you would 
enjoy preaching for us. We need a minister who 
likes to visit visitors and members of the 
congregation. We arc located about 2 hours drive 
south of Dallas on deep end of Cedar Creek Lake. 

· New subscription rates duly 11 1996 
1-year- $16.00 • 2-year- $30.00 

Foreign 1-year - $25.00 

Small in number but want to grow. Most of our 
members arc retired and live on or near the lake. If 
interested write or send resume: Elders, Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 393'; Malakoff, TX 74148. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher, 58, married, wants to relocate in general 
area of N. TX or S. OK with congregation of SO
l 00. Have been with church in Eunice, LA for 16 
years. BSE and MA from ACU in 1959 and 1964. 
For r~sum~, references, and info., write Jerry A. 
Price, 331 5. 4th, Eunice, LA 705 35, or call 318-
546-0347 Need to be nearer aging parents. 
Have KJV Bible; will travel. Call (810) 475-1608. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 
Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring &: Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 
Power Lectureship Books: The Major Prophets 
(1995 lectureship). The Minor Prophets (1990). The 
Providence of God (1989). Order from POWER 
Publications, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. Each book 
$15.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. Multiple 
orders sent and billed. 
Shenandoah Lectureship Books:· Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994)--$17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(21 0) 696-5532. 
Birdwell's Chapel Church of Christ seeking a sound 
gospel preacher. Contact Barry Jarvis (615) 452~ 
7859 or Allen Butler (615) 325-2664. 

Books to inform you ••• 

Miscellaneous 
Claxton Church of Christ Homecoming, "Claxton 
at 45," Aug. 16-18, 1996. For information: Roscoe 
Fields, 442 Henderson Rd., KnoxviiJe, TN 37931, 
(423) 945-2331, E-mail: roscoef@espcr.com. 

Missionary looking for congregation to support 
work in Latin America. Long-time experience in 
Latin America and Europe. Fluent in Spanish. 
Available any time. Correspondence to Missions 
Ministry, P.O. Box 655, Graton, CA 95444. 

Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Supplement/retirement income. A national 
telecommunications company is seeking motivated 
individuals to market services. $100 billion-a-year 
industry. Full/part time positions available. 
Company has great future. No inventory, quotas, 
deliveries, or collections. No sales experience 
necessary. Immediate weekly income with long
term residual income. Prepare for your retirement 
with our company! No conflict of interest with 
ministerial duties. Calll-800-714-1410 (pin 0276) 
for information. 

- Advertising Polley ~ 
We welcome your advertising, although 

the Firm Foundation reserves the right to 
accept or refuse any offer to adwrtise In. the 
paper. There are some things. we will not 
promote, as a matter of policy. We try to b8 
prudent, though we may occasionally faD. 

Because we want to maintain a cer
tain style and appearance fn-the.Firm Foun
dation, we announce this pollcy with refer
ence to the setup and layout for advertise
ments: The Firm Foundation retains the 
privilege of laying out. au· advertising. The . 
coat for this Ia $80 for a full·pqe, $46 for a 
half page, $30 for.a quarter pap. ·m fDr 
3-41nchae, $10for 1·21nchel. This is ln.ad
diUon to the cost of the space •. Submlt your' 
copy· set as you would like to have·it, but 
please understand that in. mo~t instances, 
the· copy ·will be ·reset to· comply with. ~ur 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be ad
justed to harmonize with the overall appear
ance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the cus
tomer will be contacted for approval. Thank 
you •. 

• Sermons That Save by Robert R. Taylor Jr. ......................................................... ! •••••••••••• $7.95 
• Among the Scholars by David Hester ............................................................................... $6.95 
• Creation Compromises by Bert Thompson ................................................................... $10.95 
• Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals by William Woodson and J. E. Choate ....... $18.95 
• The Eternal Kingdom by F. W. Mattox ............................................................................ $11.00 
• Change Agents and Churches of Christ by William Woodson ....................................... $6.95 

These are excellent books to add to your own library. They make wonderful gifts. 

Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. 

Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 

june 1996 31 
Firm Foundation 



Mt. Juliet, Tennessee 
Villages Church of Christ 

Firm Foundation Lectureship 
-June 21-23, 1996-

I 
•----The Song of Saints on Higher Ground ,•----

Friday, June 21 
7:00 p.m •..•.••••••.••••• It Is Well With My Soul ...................................................... Eddie Whitten 

Saturday, June 22 
9:00 a.m •...•......••.... Heaven Holds All to Me ........................................................ Curtis Cates 

10:00 a.m ••.••.•..•••..... Am I a Soldier of the Cross? ............................................. Garland Elkins 
10:45 a.m ••.••....••.•••.. Take Time to Be Holy .......................................................... Keith Mo.sher 
1:00 p.m ••.•••.••.•••..•• Can He Depend on You? ........................................................... Billy Bland 
1:45 p.m .••••...•......•. Yield Not to Temptation········································~··········· ... Bobby Liddell 
2:30 p.m .••......••.•.•.• Throw Out the Lifeline ..........................•......•...•...•.............. Ira Y. Rice Jr. 
7:00 p.m ........ ~ .•....•. We Have an Anchor ................................................................ James Boyd 

Sunday, June 23 
9:00 a.m ••.•••.•••..•..•• Purer in Heart ....................................................................... Wayne Coats 

10:00 a.m .••.•••.•...••.•• 0 Worship the King ............................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

12:30 p.m ••••••••.••••••.• A Review of Richard Hughes' Book -Reviewing the Ancient Faith: 
the Stories of Churches of Christ in America ···~················· ... •· J. E. Choate 

1:15 p.m •••...••...••.••• Stand Up for Jesus •.•..•.••.•••••••...•••....•...•••...••..•.•.•........••.••.. Roy McConnell 
2:00 p.m .•••.••••..•••.•. Revive Us Again ....•.•..•.....•.•.•.....................................•..•...••.. Wayne Smith 
7:00p.m •••......•....... Rise Up, 0 Man of God .......................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

-Wayne Coats, Dlrector-

436 Belinda Parkway • Mi. Juliet, Tennessee 371ZZ 
aust off south Mt. Juliet Road • 7Um at Cracker Barrel) 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 
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Sermon Preparation 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

Sermon preparation is to the preacher what meal 
preparation is to the homemaker - no soon
er is one prepared and served than it is all to 

do over again. How old it gets. How can I prepare 
something fresh? Something that they will like? 
Something that will provide a balanced diet? How 
can essential but distasteful dietary elements be pal
atably prepared but still retain essential vitamins and 
minerals? Fortunately for the homemaker, there are 
recipe books and meal planning aids that enable her 
to keep attractive and nutritious meals on the table 
and still keep the house clean and run the family 
taxi. But what does the preacher do? A sermon out
line book provides ske letal information and organi
zation for themes selected by someone else for other 
people and other occasions. Commentaries provide 
more than skeletal information, but it is neither or
ganized for a sermon nor adapted to a specific audi
ence. How can the preacher prepare two sermons 
week after week, month after month, year after year, 
and maintain his congregation's appetite and spiri
tual health? 

While there are many aspects of sermon prepara
tion that vary from preacher to preacher and even 
from sermon to sermon, there is one immutable rule 
- a price must be paid; the preacher must be dedi
cated to the task. It must be his first priority. The 
sculpting of the sermon is the work of an artist. All 
preachers can dream of great sermons; it requires 
love's labor to make that dream come true. The 
preacher must constantly keep the sermon seed in 

his mind, water it, weed it, nourish it, sweat over it 
until the wording is precise and persuasive, and then 
get it in his mind (harvest it) for preaching. There 
are no shortcuts. There are no substitutes. The price 
must be paid. The only question is whether the 
preacher will pay it in preparation or the congrega
tion will pay it in listening. 

Sermon preparation is the preacher's first prior
ity. He has no higher duty. It is the air he breathes, 
the food upon his table, the lifeblood in his veins. 
Great preaching is the result of great study. Success 
in preaching is no different than success in any area 
- 10 percent inspiration and 90 percent perspira
tion. Great football coaches may owe some success 
to the inspiration of game day, but if there is no 
game plan, no discipline, or no execution of the 
game plan, then there is only a group of inspired los
ers. As many a fired coach will testify, adrenal ine 
provides inspiration, not illumination. 

If a preacher preaches to 300 people on a given 
Sunday morning for 30 minutes, he occupies 150-
person hours of time. That is a little over 6, 24-
hour days or almost 19 eight-hour workdays. What 
right does any preacher have to step into the pulpit 
and consume such time without adequate prepara
tion? An unprepared preacher steals time. It is no 
wonder that Paul exhorted the young preacher 
Timothy that he must "give diligence" ("study," 
KJV) to be a workman who did not need to be 
ashamed. 

Certainly preachers will more eas ily find prepa
(continued 0 11 page 6) 
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Editorial 

Fatal Error 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

'

he restored church of the New Testa
ment faces deadly danger. Unless we 
give earnest heed to the things that were 

spoken by Christ and the apostles, we shall 
drift, and by neglect, lose the great salvation. 

Mark Henderson of Boulder, Colo., and 
Bill Banowsky of Dall as, Texas, proposed 
agreement with human creeds at the February 
1996 Abilene Christian University Lectureship. 
The concessions they offer make the church worse than useless. 

The true church of the New Testament is the necessary result 
of planting the pure Word of God in the soii of good hearts. The 
parable of the sower clearly teaches that the seed of the church 
(kingdom) is the Word of God. When that seed is planted in hon
est minds it produces the kingdom of God on earth (Luke 8 :5-15). 
That is the basic principle of restoration. 

The plain lesson is that w hen the Word of God, and tha t only, 
is fo llowed, the church of Christ, and that on ly, is the result. The 
church (kingdom of God on earth) comes from accepting, obey
ing, and following the pure Word of God. If revel ation is inter
mixed with human teaching, denominationalism is the result. 

Brethren Mark Henderson and Bill Banowsky think not. It is 
their judgment that salvation is as avai lable in denominational 
bodies as in the church of Christ. There is the fatal error. If that is 
true, the churches of Christ have no reason to exist - and, in fact, 
should not exist. That type thinking will kill the church as surely 
as it killed the Disciples of Christ denomination. 

Here is the proposition : If one can be saved in any denomina
tion the same as in the church, then if follows that the church is 
not needed. That is elementary. Why should the churches of 
Christ exist and create confusion and division if salvation is avail
able in sectarian bodies? 

When the seed (God's Word) is adulterated by human opinion 
and philosophy, it produces a denomination, or sectarian body. It 
is just that easy and simple. Salvation comes from the incorrupt
ible Word of God (1 Pet. 1 :22-25). Living stones are built into a 
sp iritual house offering up spiritual sacrifi ces acceptable to God 
(1 Pet. 2:5) . The church is the saved (Acts 2:47). It is a ll of the 
saved, and there are no saved outside of the church, seeing that 
God adds to the church daily such as should be saved (Acts 2:47). 
Those not added, clearly, are such as should not be saved. All of 
the saved are in the church. It follows that the church is the sum 



total of Christians only, and they (the church) are the only Chris
tians. We speak, of course, of the church in its New Testament 
sense, which includes all of the saved of all ages. 

Leroy Garrett has spoken out from his seat among the scorn
ful. For a number of years this man has poured contempt and ridi
cule upon sincere souls who are seeking only to be governed in all 
things by the Bible, and who will not endorse going beyond or 
falling short of divine precepts. He speaks disparagingly of those 
honest souls who have bound themselves to speak where the Bible 
speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent. Under a feigned 
cloak of charity, Leroy speaks of "Christians only" in a derisive, 
mocking, flippant manner. He never (and I realize that "never" is 
a long time) has a kind word to say about anyone who is "con
tending earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the saints." 
His mentor was Carl Ketcherside, who was tutored by Daniel 
Sommer. A stream of sarcasm and vituperation has come from the 
mouths and pens of Garrett and Ketcherside. Their language has 
long been harsh and abusive in dealing with the saints, but gentle 
and loving in addressing sectarians. 

Garrett and Ketcherside show as much love and tolerance 
for denominational people as they do hatred and suspi
cion for those who live by book, chapter, and verse. They 

long since rejected the church and seek the comforting arms of 
those who refuse to follow plain Bible teaching, and who receive 
their counsel from human creeds. 

In the April 1996 issue of Garrett's four-page bulletin he 
chortles over the Henderson and Banowsky speeches at the recent 
ACU annual lectureship. Garrett mentions that he attended the 
lectureship with Charles Turner, who was fired from the faculty of 
ACU for being too charismatic, but who thinks that wouldn't hap
pen today, considering the change at the university. 

Liberals all over the country rejoiced over the Henderson and 
Banowsky speeches. Here are a few examples drawn from ACU's 
RMBible server: 

Much of the audience was on the same wavelength with 
Banowsky. There were lots of 'Amens and That's rights,' but I 
also know that one brother jumped up on the stage after the dis
missal to take issue with the speech. He huddled with Banowsky, 
Royce Money, and Bill Young and said that he was disappointed 
because he never thought he would see denominationalism em
braced from the podium at the ACU Lectures (L.S. Mullins, San 
Leandro, CA). 

I heard that Banowsky lit a fire down there on the closing 
night .... I don't know if he lit a fire or not, but the hissing sound 
you hear is the burning of fuses he lit! We may expect the bombs 
to go off any time now (Mark Henderson, Boulder, CO). 

This is only my speculation and opinion, but I believe the 
folks at ACU gained some freedom when they recognized they 
couldn't make peace with people who love nothing better than a 
good fight. They don't go out of their way to irritate the journal
istic watch-dogs, but they don't let them set the agenda, either . 
... Most people east of the Mississippi already think ACU is apos
tate, so in my eye they're not losing much by going with their 
convictions (Mark Mullins, Abilene, TX). 

--------~ 
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I talked with Leroy Garrett and Harold 
Thomas afterwards (after the Henderson 
speech) and they were marvelling, not so much 
at the talk, but that it was given at ACU (Tom 
Langford, TTU, grad. dean). 

Garrett, in his bulletin, mentions his 1960 visit 
to ACU in company with Carl Ketcherside. They 
went to the campus, according to Garrett's report, to 
hold underground meetings with the students and an 
occasional faculty member. 

Things have changed at ACU, according to Gar
rett. He says the Mark Henderson speech on Mon
day night was a dramatic moment. Garrett wrote: 

I was stunned, for I saw it as an excellent sum
mary of what Carl Ketcherside and I have been 
saying all these years. That was confirmed when 
old friends said to me afterwards, 'Leroy, I 
didn't know you were here. I thought of you.' 

One brother complained that "When they talk like 
that they ought to give you and Carl credit!" 

Garrett said that Banowsky also condemned the 
church and applauded denominationalism. His 
speech called for a turning away from uncompromis
ing commitment to the Bible as the sole standard for 
religious conduct in favor of emotionalism. Ban
owsky also disfavored rational thought and advo-
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cated a loosey-goosey theology of anything-goes -
anything, that is, but strong Bible teaching and un
wavering dedication to Bible rules. 

Banowsky hailed what he sees as the dawning of 
a new day and strongly advocated change, but 
claimed that he was in league with valiant soldiers of 
the cross from the past. Men like Batsell Baxter, Hall 
Calhoun, and G.C. Brewer. This makes one wonder 
if Banowsky is really as brilliant as Garrett says he is. 
From one side of his mouth, he proclaims radical 
change from the teaching and attitude of the past; 
and from the other side of his mouth, he claims that 
speakers from lectureships past took his same posi
tion. Hmmmm. 

ACU has changed -and not for the better. It is a 
change away from the Bible pattern, and to subjec
tivism. The words of Bill Banowsky in the closing 
speech of ACU's 1996 lectureship were a call for 
worship of self more than worship of God. Anyway, 
Garrett got it right when he claimed credit for what 
Henderson and Banowsky taught at the lectureship, 
and put a feather in his cap and called it macaroni. 

G.C. Brewer wrote a booklet titled As Touching 
Those Who Were Once Enlightened. It was a rebuke 
and correction of two men named Reedy and Etter. 
These men turned away from the church and lam
basted the brethren, in much the same way Hender
son and Banowsky hammered and trashed the 
church (to the delight and applause of Leroy Gar
rett). Brother Brewer, who was a long shot away 
from where Banowsky and Henderson and ACU 
have now positioned themselves, had this to say 
about restoration: 

Let me now sum up, in a few words, the 
aims of this movement. They were: 

1. To abolish every human creed for the 
Bible and the Bible alone. 

2. To abandon every party name for the 
name of Christ. 

3. To requi re of sinners the same acts of 
obedience as conditions of their salvation as 
were required by Jesus Christ and his apostles. 

4. To practice in the worship only those 
things for which we have scriptural precept, 
command, or approved example. 

These aims were sought by the first leaders 
in the Restoration movement as the only sane, 
sound, logical and scriptural basis for Christian 
unity and the favor of God. They are being 
sought now by those who constitute the Church 
of Christ. There can be no higher, grander, or 
more glor ious plea made by any people on 
earth. It is a plea that wi ll carry us back to the 



original simplicity of the Gospel and the Church 
of the New Testament. 'If any man speak, let 
him speak as the oracles of God' ( 1 Per. 4: 11 ) 
(Brewer, As Touching Those Who Were Once En
lightened, p. 44). 

Concerning worship, Brewer wrote: 

We should remember that if we would truly 
worship God we must worship the right object 
- God: it must be do ne in the right spirit, with 
the right motive; and it must be 'in truth'- ac
cording to God's Word. It is a dangerous thing 
for us to substitute in the place of what God has 
commanded, something we have devised out of 
our own hea rt. Cain did that when he offered 
the fruit of the soi l instead o f sacrificing an ani
mal as the Lord commanded. H e and his offe r
ing were rejected, but Abel and his o ffering were 
accepted. 

This leads me, in the face o f these plain 
statements of Holy Writ, to make this statement: 
No man on earth can use instruments of music 
in the worship of God as an act o f fa ith .... The 
things we do in our relations to God must be by 
faith (p. 5 2). 

Banowsky's claim to be aligned w ith men like 
Brewer is disingenuous. Banowsky and Henderson 
are in company with Ketcherside and Garrett, with 
Reedy and Etter. They are men who have departed 
from the faith. Brewer stands in company with Bax
ter, Calhoun, Hardeman, Lipscomb, Wallace, and a 
long line of fine gospel preachers. 

The crux of the matter is not who your human 
companions may be, but are you aligned with the 
Scriptures. That and that alone determines who is 
denominational who is undenominational. 

Some one may ask, Why do you care? Why is it 
so important as to whether a person is doing the ex
act will of God? The motivation in raising such ques
tions is not to prove that we are right and others are 
wrong; it is not a matter of winning an argument 
and carrying home the banner. The only victory of 
any real value is victory in Jesus. 

We sincerely care about the souls of men. We 
love the lost and seek their salvation. If a person has 
not truly obeyed the gospel, that person faces eternal 
ruin. We care about that. We cannot get used to the 
sound of the thud of lost souls as they plunge into a 
Christ-less eternity. 

If baptism is a burial in water and a resurrection 
to life for the purpose of receiving forgiveness of 
sins, as the Bible teaches, then those who have not 
obeyed this command are undone forever. We love 
them. If the unwashed are saved, we need to know 
about that. If they are lost, they need to know about 

it. That is our job ... our calling. 
We contest those who have not been obedient to 

the faith because we desperately desire their redemp
tion, and not out of ill-will or sectarian pride. When 
Garrett and his cohorts argue that we should over
look flawed faith , they are enemies of both those 
they seek to excuse and the cross of Christ. They 
trample the blood of the Lamb of God under foot in 
the name of love. 

True love is tough love. It is bold to show the sin
ner his plight and to point to a crimson cross. It will 
not compromise the Scriptures. It will not bid God
speed to a working of error, even on the pretext of 
knowing the difference between fish and fish-bones. 
It will not betray the sinless Son of God - even for 
30 pieces of silver. 

"Brethren, our hearts desire and prayer to God 
... is that they might be saved." We have no other in
centive. 

Brewer closed his marvelous piece on Reedy and 
Etter by saying: 

The preaching of the gospel is the one mis
sion of the church and if we are not interested in 
that we would as well give up all pre tense and 
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line up with Modernists and Atheists and Com
munists and kill all the preachers and turn 
the chu rch houses into clubs or cow barns, as 
they did in Russia. Where is your interest and 
what cause are you supporting and spreading, 
brother? 

The fight is on, brethren, are you going to 
be good solders or are you going to be cowards 
and traitors? 

What Is Preaching? 
(continued from page 1) 

The tragedy of all this is that schools for which 
good people have sacrificed are now turning against 
restoration principles - and against their founders 
and benefactors. Our schools - ACU, Pepperdine, 
Lipscomb, Harding, - are now going the way of 
Bethany, College of the Bible, and TCU. History re
peats and repeats and repeats. 

ration time in some weeks than in others. Some 
weeks the sermon will almost leap into the mind 
without the intermediation of long hours of study. 
Such serendipity will be more than balanced by the 
occasions when the river of originality turns into a 
desert. Carroll Ellis, who was chairman of the 
speech department at David Lipscomb University 
and an outstanding preacher, once said that the 
preacher ought to be permitted to get in the pulpit 
on occasion and say, "Brethren, this morning I have 
nothing to say." Probably every preacher has some
times felt that way. If he has not adequately pre
pared, he says the same thing in different words. It 
just takes him longer. 
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Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that steepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give 
thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, 
not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evi l. Wherefore be ye not 
unwise, but understanding what the will of the 
Lord is. 
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The Clone of the ''Campbell Institute'' 
The ''Christian Scholars Conference'' 

Part 1 
By J. E. Choate 

B efore developing the thesis of this article, I am 
compelled to explain why my energies of 
the past five years have been almost entirely 

given over to research and wntmg articles of a 
highly sensitive and critical nature. My concern is to 
alert my brethren that churches of Christ are under 
unrelenting attack from unprinci p led "change 
agents." If the charge is harsh, so be it. 

I have experienced the deepest of personal trau
mas in coronary surgery and the life-threatening 
cancer of my wife fro m which she recovered. Few 
families escape li fe's tragedies whether victims of a 
personal na ture, or victims of the blind forces of an 
impersonal nature. 

At this time in my li fe, I know what it is like, 
were I a candidate so disposed, to be traumatized by 
the actions of my liberal brethre n w ho would chal
lenge and destroy every cherished moral and sp iri
tual conviction which have molded my li fe. And this 
would become a reality if I remained silent while 
conservative churches of Christ were being attacked 
by unfee ling, unrelenting foes from within. And why 
have voices as determined and insistent as mine in 
yesteryears now grown silent? 

This awareness becomes espec ia lly sensitive 
when someone says to me that "I am reading your 
articles." This has to do with my concern of how I 
am being read. Fifteen years ago it would not have 
occurred to me that I would be spending my time in 
writing articles like this one. I was hopeful to believe 
that my liberal brethren sha red with me a common 
belief in inerrant Scripture. Now I know this is not 
the case. 

I accepted the demanding rigors of a disciplined 
education in my young years. I entered Freed
Hardeman College at the age of 22 with a wife of my 
age and a baby boy. I was possessed with a consum
ing desire to obtain knowledge whic h remains as 
strong as eve r. Knowledge for me begins with the 
Christian way wh ich runs in a straight line from Je
hovah (YHWH), the eternal verity of the " I am that I 

am." It is the way which leads to the first Christian 
Pentecost, and the birthday of the church of Christ. 
Here is the undergirding of my unyielding faith that 
I belong to the "blood bought church of Christ" 
which arose from the baptism of 3,000 individuals 
almost 2,000 years ago. 

The final apocalyptic unveiling for man to know 
the mysteries of God lies beyond death and the res
urrection. Then, and not until then, will we look 
through the glass clearly, and see, not reflected im
ages in a mirror, nor in the flitting shadows of a 
smoke filled Platonic cave, the ultimate unveiling of 
the mysteries of God. Our avant garde brethren have 
convinced themselves that the answers reside in 
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some scholarly opinion in a prestigious theological 
journal. 

And in my opinion, the very last place to look 
for an understanding of the kingdom of God on 
earth is in such books written by arrogant men of 
dwarfed creative imagination as in The Second Incar
nation, The Peaceable Kingdom, Will the Cycle Be 
Unbroken?, and Reviving the Ancient Faith. 

Our Scholarship Movement 
The Christian Scholars Conference was organized by 
Thomas Olbricht and met for the first time in July 
1981. The CSC has been hosted since on the campus 
of one of our universities. Michael Casey wrote: "It 
was a historic occasion. That was the first time 
scholars in our heritage came together to discuss is
sues in the churches of Christ among themselves." 

It goes almost without saying that our colleges 
and universities now have abdicated the goals and 
ideals which brought them into existence. In an ear
lier time, the ideal was to educate generations of 
young Christians to advance the kingdom of God on 
earth. The primary goal now is academic excellence 
to meet the standards of accrediting agencies. And in 
no other place is this so obvious as in the papers read 
during the conference by the liberal standard bearers. 

July 17-20,1996, some of our scholars will come 
together on the campus of Lipscomb University. 
There will be a Pre-Conference Session whose theme 
is "Theology in the Service of the Church." The sub
jects announced will address the nature of Christian 
scholarship, and the doctrines of God, Christology, 
the church, Holy Spirit, anthropology, and 
eschatology. Few who attend will know that the pro
totype of the Christian Scholars Conference is the 
Campbell Institute which was founded a hundred 
years ago and ended in 1978. 

Just What Was the Campbell Institute? 
The Campbell Institute: The CI did not suddenly 
emerge in Disciples history and did not end in a mo
ment. The Campbell Institute was organized in 1896 
during the course of the National Convention of the 
Christian church by some Disciples who were Yale 
and Harvard men. They later attended graduate 
school in the University of Chicago which became 
the principal theological incubator for the emerging 
liberal element of the Disciples. 

It was no accident that five young Disciples out 
of Yale and Harvard came up with the idea to orga
nize the Campbell Institute. Levi Marshall was the 
first Disciple to receive in 1883 a Yale Divinity 
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School degree. By 1890, the Yale Divinity School 
was placing invitations in the Christian Evangelist 
soliciting candidates from the Christian Church. 

From the very beginning, the CI men were fully 
committed to the principles of the new theology 
which was rooted and grounded in the Documentary 
Hypothesis of the Pentateuch which established the 
paradigm of modern theology that is alive and thriv
ing today in a much broader context of postmodern 
theology. 

The original purpose of the Campbell Institute 
was to foster serious scholarship, a quiet self-culture, 
the development of a higher spirituality, and to make 
contributions to the literature and thought of the Dis
ciples. W.E. Garrison and A. T. DeGroot wrote in 
their Disciples of Christ that "through this fellowship 
there flowed much of the vital substance nourishing 
the growing edge of the Disciples." 

The Institute was a closed and exclusive society. 
It was famous for its secret, long night meetings 
which would last three or four hours after the close 
of the evening sessions of the National Convention. 
It is a different story with the CSC which is under 
the absolute control of the hosting university which 
makes it all the more an imminent threat to the con
servative churches of Christ. 

We elect to use a word of recent vintage - clon
ing - which best fits the thesis of this article. The 
idea is that a copy of some original form reproduces 
itself in a similar form and substance, and with simi
lar function. We are prepared to show that the spirit 
and substance of the Christian Scholars Conference 
has been cloned from the earlier scholarship move
ment known to Restoration historians as the Camp
bell Institute. 

I am convinced that Thomas Olbricht did not 
have the CI in mind, and I am also convinced that 
one would be hard put to find a mere handful of our 
scholars who have ever heard of the Campbell Insti
tute. The point is well taken that our brethren are 
prone to repeat the same old tired failed ventures of 
the digressives 3 0 years and more ago. 

john W. McGarvey mounted a sustained cam
paign in 1906 to expose the rampant liberalism of 
the Institute men. This grew out of his knowledge of 
the advance of liberal theology for over 25 years. 
The official publication of the CI was The Scroll 
which McGarvey said "had been inspired by three 
evil spirits of evolution, higher criticism, and the 
new theology." 

For the last seventeen years of McGarvey's life, 



he wrote numerous articles attacking what he 
termed "destructive criticism." It is no wonder that 
at McGarvey's death in 1911 the liberals moved in 
for "the kill." The loss of the College of the Bible in 
1917 was the first victim of the liberals. 

In 1917 the Christian Standard printed a severe 
editorial castigating the Campbell Institute for its 
harmful influence: 

During this period [1896-1917], it has split 
churches, wrecked colleges, shattered the faith 
of people whose lives were dedicated to the 
ministry, deprecated the work of our missionary 
societies, and kept the entire brotherhood in 
turmoil. 

And over a period of 50 years after 1909, a very 
small number of Institute men and their friends 
came to control the educational and organizational 
life of the Disciples. 

Summary Appraisal 
This article has hardly touched the hem of the gar
ment of the liberalism running rampant in chosen 
circles of our avant garde scholars identified with 
"our scholarship movement." The relationship of 
the CSC to the CI is not formalized even in literary 

references. However, their likeness is like two blood 
first cousins of identical twin parents. If we accom
plish nothing more than to reduce the level of the 
arrogance and self-confidence of our postmodern 
liberal brethren, it will be worth the effort. 

This writer is most confident that our liberals are 
becoming increasingly aware that their "jerry-built" 
denominational "Church of Christ" is coming under 
increasing surveillance. 

It will take more than limited copy to develop 
the thesis of this article. We have the facts, time, pa
tience, and the resolve to pursue this matter to the 
end. 

We are putting these matters on the table at this 
time for reasons which will become painfully obvi
ous for our liberal brethren on down the road in 
both the short haul and the long haul. Conservative 
brethren are not just girding themselves for the 
struggle underway to save the conservative churches 
of Christ from change-agent takeover, but to iden
tify and expose the change agents and lay bare their 
liberal agendas. 3714~ Belmont 
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Answers to a Claim of Errancy 
of the Scriptures 

By Marion R. Fox 

I n a debate with Jerry Moffitt, Farrell Till made 
the claim that the Scriptures contain at least 
one error. His claim was based upon the asser

tion that the prohibition of Deuteronomy 23:2 
would prevent David from serving as king of Israel. 
This assertion will be examined in this brief treatise. 

Common Errors Made by Atheists and Agnostics 
Many of the arguments made for claims of errancy 
in the Scriptures are of two different forms, the first 
one being: If p then q, not p, therefore not q. This 
argument contains the fallacy of denying the ante
cedent. The following argument illustrates this fal
lacy: 

First Premise: If Farrell Till has climbed Mount 
Everest then Mount Everest exists. 

Second Premise: Farrell Till has not climbed 
Mount Everest. 

Conclusion: Therefore Mount Everest does not 
exist. 

Both the first and second premises are true in 
this hypothetical syllogism, but the conclusion is not 
true. Some of the arguments of those who claim the 
Bible is errant are of this form. They argue the fol
lowing: 

First Premise: If the Bible says X, then X is true. 
Second Premise: The Bible does not say X. 
Conclusion: Therefore X is not true. 
The argument contains the fallacy of denying the 

antecedent. 
The second basic argument of those who claim 

the Scriptures are errant is of the form: 
First Premise: If Christian "X" can refute my 

claim of an error in verse "Y, '' then there is no error 
in verse "Y." 

july 1996 9 
Firm Foundation 



Second Premise: Christian "X" cannot refute my 
claim of an error in verse "Y." 

Conclusion: Therefore there is an error in verse 
"Y." 

This argument also contains the fallacy of deny
ing the antecedent. This is the typical "reasoning" of 
many skeptics and modernists. 

This fall acy was committed for a number of 
years in the form of the following argument. 

First Premise: If there is evidence that the Hittite 
nation existed, then the Hittite nation existed. 

Second Premise: T here is no evidence that the 
Hittite nation existed. 

Conclusion : The Hittite nation did not exist. 
Linked with this argument was the following ar

gument. 
First Premise: If the Hittite nation did no t exist, 

then the Bible is errant. 
Second Premise: The Hittite nation did not exist 

(conclusion of prior argument). 
Conclusion : The Bible is errant. 
We now have conclusive proof the Hittite nation 

existed, and the conclusion is wrong because it was 
based on incomplete information. 

A Consideration of Deuteronomy 23:3 

Farrell Till claims that the entrance o f both David 
and Phinehas into the assembly of Yahweh were vio
lations of Deuteronomy 23:3 (The Skeptical Review, 
Vol. 5, #2). There are several possible explanations 
of this passage which would not cause Yahweh to be 
violating his Word by placing these men into leader
ship ro les in the assembly. 

The first explanation is that David might have 
been the generation that was allowed to enter the as
sembly (the tenth generati on). Farrell claims that 
"the expression in the original H ebrew did not mean 
even to (The Skeptical Review, Vol. 5, # 2)." Several 
translatio ns say "even to" or an equivalent expres
sion. These are the KJV, ASV, NASV, NIV, and NRSV. 
Bur, for the sake of argument, let it be given that the 
words "even to" should not be in the translation. 
Farrell must know that there are no gaps in the gene
alogies of 1 Chronicles 2:3-15. Farrell makes the fol
lowing argument: 

First Premise: If there are no gaps in the genealo
gies of 1 Chronicles 2, then David serving as king is 
a violation of Deuteronomy 23:2. 

Second Premise: There are no gaps in the gene
alogies of 1 Chronicles 2. 

Conclusion: David serving as king is a violation 

10 July 1996 
Firm Foundation 

of Deuteronomy 23:2. 
This argument is an excellent example of the fal

lacy of begging the question. In order to know that 
his argument is sound, Farrell must know that there 
are no gaps in the genealogy. Since gaps are common 
in the genealogies of the Bible, it is certainly possible 
that Farrell is wrong on this poin t. 

The second explanation is derived from applying 
the logical principle of contra-position to the first 
premise of the argument of the prior paragraph. The 
first premise becomes: " If David serv ing as king is 
not a violation of Deuteronomy 23:2, then there are 
gaps in the genealogies of 1 Chronicles 2." 

This argument is based upon the assumption that 
Perez was a bastard. If it can be proven that Perez 
was not a bastard this argument vanishes. The reader 
shou ld note tha t the un ion of Boaz and Ruth is lik
ened to the union of Judah and Tamar (Ruth 4:10-
12). Since the union of Boaz and Ruth was a levirate 
marriage (c.f. Deut. 25 :5-10) and the union of Judah 
and Tamar was a parallel to the union of Boaz and 
Ruth, the union of Judah and Tamar was also a 
levi rate marriage . Acco rding to the book of Ruth, 
the levirate marriage included more than a brother, 

Brown 
IJ'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Chris t 
P.O. Box 210667 ·Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 



it related to the near kinsman (Ruth 2:20, 3:9-13, 
and 4:1-ff). Onan refused to perform the duty of the 
levirate marriage (Gen. 38:8-10) and God punished 
him. Judah promised Tamar that his other son, 
Shelah, would perform the duty (Gen. 38:11), but 
he feared that Shelah would also die and did not 
keep his word. By this law Tamar had the right to 
have a child by the next of kin, and if she had this 
right, the child was not a bastard. Judah recognized 
that Tamar had the right to a child (Gen. 38:26). In 
fact the expression "knew her" is used for their 
sexual relations (Gen. 38:26). This expression is 
commonly used to refer to sexual relations in mar
riage (Gen. 4:1, 17, 25, etc.). A bastard, by defini
tion, is one who is illegitimate (one born from an 
unlawful sexual union). In no instance does the Bible 
refer to their sexual union as adultery. I offer the fol
lowing argument to prove that the argument of Far
rell Till is unsound: 

First Premise: If the union of Judah and Tamar 
was lawful, then Perez was not a bastard. 

Second Premise: The union of Judah and Tamar 
was lawful (Tamar was righteous to have the child 
[Gen. 38:26]). 

Conclusion: Perez was not a bastard. 
The third explanation is that God is not unrigh

teous in that he does not have any ex post facto laws 
(retroactive laws). This type of law is prohibited by 
the constitution of the United States of America (Art. 
I, Sect. 9). The interpretation of this passage set 
forth by Farrell Till requires that it be an ex post 
facto law. I offer the following evidence that Farrell 
has begged the question in this matter. 

Major Premise: All those who make ex post facto 
laws are those who are unrighteous. 

Minor Premise: Yahweh is one who has made ex 
post facto laws. 

Conclusion: Yahweh is unrighteous. 
The major premise is axiomatic, and the conclu

sion is what Farrell is attempting to prove. To prove 
the conclusion Farrell must prove his minor premise. 
Where is his proof? He assumed it without a proof! 
He begged the question. 

The fourth explanation is that Farrell must as
sume that the expression "enter into the congrega
tion of the LORD" means to become a leader. Mat
thew Henry, in his commentary on Deuteronomy, 
lists other explanations of this expression. 

The fifth explanation of Farrell's charge that 
Phinehas should have come under the ban is that 

Phinehas might not be a descendent of Perez. Farrell 
claims that Phinehas was a descendent of Perez. In 
order to know that Phinehas should not enter the as
sembly, Farrell must know, not just think, that 
Amminadab and Nahshon are the same persons in 
the genealogy of David. There were at least three 
men named Amminadab (1 Chron. 2:10, 6:22, and 
15:10). Is it possible that the Amminadab of Exodus 
6:23 is a fourth Amminadab? Or is it possible that 
the Amminadab of Exodus 6:23 is the same 
Amminadab of 1 Chronicles 6:22? In addition, Far
rell must know that there are no gaps in the geneal
ogy of Phinehas and Perez. 

In conclusion, the argument set forth by Farrell 
Till is unsound. Perez was not a bastard, and all of 
Farrell's arguments on this matter are moot. He is 
guilty of the fallacies of begging the question and de
nying the antecedent. There is no contradiction in 
this passage and a rational interpretation of this 
passage demonstrates that Farrell Till has failed to 
consider all possible solutions to the problem. To 
know that a contradiction exists, Farrell Till must 
know that all of the above explanations are wrong, 
not just think they are wrong or wish them to be 
wrong. 

(Additional note: Jerry Moffitt asked Farrell Till 
to give his best argument for errancy in the Scrip
tures and Farrell responded with the argument on 
David and Deuteronomy 23:2. Jerry requested that I 
respond to it in an article to be published by Farrell's 
paper, The Skeptical Review. This article is that re
sponse.). 

4004 Twisted Trail Rd. SE 
Oklahoma City, OK 73150-1910 
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SouTHWEsT 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748 • (512) 282-2486 • 800-805-7792 

''One of the best and most thorough Bible programs I know of in existence. 
It is both rigorous and demanding .... " 

-That's how brethren are describing the Bible department at Southwest. 

Here's why: 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. Southwest course 

credits are accepted at select Christian universities (now up to 65 semester hours). 

• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. The Southwest Bible 
deportment is divided into four academic sections: the Deportment of Bible Exposition, the 
Deportment of Bible Studies, the Deportment of Bible Preaching, and the Deportment of Bible 
Doctrine. 

• Southwest has a Bible faculty which is composed of some of the best qualified and most experienced 
Bible teachers in the brotherhood. They hove formerly served as founding directors and faculty 
members in eight other faithful schools of preaching and college Bible choirs. They hove 
served as founding editors, editors, and staff writers for ten religious journals and brotherhood 
periodicals. 

• Southwest has a Bible faculty which is composed of carefully selected men who are loyal to the Tru th. 
There is no question as to where our Bible professors stand spiritually and doctrinally on the 
fundamentals of the Faith, including the textual integrity of the Bible and the verbal inspira
tion of Scripture! 

• Southwest provides an outstanding full-time collegiate program of preacher training. Southwest now 
meets eight hours every day from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00p.m., five days each week. Southwest 
students now take nine Bible courses each academic quarter. Each class meets for a total o f 
three hours each week. Each course is worth three semester hours of college academic 
credit. 

• Southwest students ore required to complete 72 college-level Bible courses before they earn the 
Southwest diploma. Southwest now offers one year of Bible-related English grammar study in 
add ition to one year of coursework in research and writing. In addition Southwest now 
provides one of the finest research libraries among schools of preaching (16,000 volumes). 

• Southwest students study the entire English Bible using the verse-by-verse method of study as opposed to 
merely surveying the books of the Bible. Southwest students will also toke two years of 
expository preaching and topical preaching as well as two years o f Greek Bible reading in 
addition to coursework in classical Hebrew language study. Two courses ore now offered in 
debate: principles and practice. 

• Southwest students are now required to memorize over 160 Bible verses each academic quarter in their 
Bible exposition courses. Students at Southwest ore also required to croft an analytic sum
mary for every chapter of every book in the Bible. This is in addition to other research papers 
and projects as assigned by our Bible teachers. 

• Southwest is tuition-free - V. A. benefits- limited scholarships available. We ore ready to mail you a 
complete information packet. Call or write today! A friendly reception awaits incoming 
students! 

If you really want to learn the Bible and hon' to preach it ... Southwest is for you! 

G"\ v 
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All supporters of Southwest are invited to offend our 18th graduation weekend featuring the graduation 
banquet, Thurs., July 18, Garland Elkins, speaking; Spe cials Studies Seminar, "The Book of Ezekiel," 
Fri ., July 19, Jackie Stearsman, speaking; the· graduation luncheon and evening graduation service, 
Sun., July 2 1, 1996. 



Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

A Mission Book Everyone Should Read 
By Roy J. Hearn 

I Walked By His Side, by Claudine Connally, is a 
288-page book giving an account of the ex
periences of the late brother Andrew Connally 

and his noble wife, Claudine, in the bush country of 
Africa. The Connallys served three tours in Africa to 
teach the gospel. The book tells of their work and 
that of their fellow missionaries. 

Their sacrifices were great. They lived and la
bored, we might say, dangerously. Sister Connally re
lates, without complaint, the great hardships they 
endured. She tells of the rat-infested houses in which 
they lived at times, along with ants galore. Occasion
ally, they would find a cobra in the house. The mos
quitoes were evidently as big as turkey gobblers and 
as poisonous as rattle snakes. (Sister Connally did 
not say this. I did. RJH) 

In the Introduction to sister Connally's book, 
brother Thomas B. Warren said: 

I am very pleased to be given the privilege 
of writing an introduction to this book. Andrew 
and Claudine Connally have been very close 
friends of ours for more than forty years. An
drew, a truly great preacher of the gospel of 
Christ, died more than three years ago. 
Claudine has carried on with great strength, 
spiritually speaking, in spite of a number of 
health problems. 

I am happy to say that this book is, in my 
viewpoint, a book which one cannot put down 
until he has read through to the very last page 
(To that, I say a hearty Amen. RJH). 

I Walked By His Side, is a book that is ... 
how shall I say it? .. . so down to earth, so good 
at touching the heart, so capable of giving in
sights into the lives of those who lived and 
worked in Africa. The book will stir the depths 
of your soul. 

Andrew and Claudine Connally - what a 
wonderful pair - how deeply in love they were 
with each other, with the Africans, and, most of 
all, with God Almighty. 

After ordering a few copies of I Walked By His 
Side, the finest letter I ever received came from sister 
Connally. The whole of it is not given here; just a 
few sentences as follows: 

Andrew wanted me to write this story down 
that we lived together, but somehow I never 
took the time to do it until I lost both of my legs 

and was confined to a wheelchair 
long enough for me to heal and 
learn to walk with artificial legs .... 

Losing my legs and my husband 
. .. has brought me closer to God 
and has taught me to depend on 
Him in ways that I never imagined 
possible. I am learning what James 
means by 'Count it all joy when you 
encounter various tr ials.' Anyway, 
when I get to heaven I will run and Rod Rutherford 
jump and skip. 

If the apostle Paul were to comment on 
Claudine's letter and book, likely he would say: 
"What character; what devotion; what faith; what 
reverence; what love; what dedication; what loyalty; 
what sacrifice; what respect for God and his Word, 
what a great attitude; what a great spirit of Christ; 
what great humility; what great courage; what great 
hope she and brother Connally have; what a great 
blessing they have been to thousands; what great ex
amples!" 

I did not get permission from sister Connally to 
write this review or submit it for publication. In her 
humility, she would in no way have given permis-
S!On. 4035 Barron 

Memphis, TN 38 111-7207 

(I Walked By His Side can by purchased by 
writing to CONNALLY PUBLICATIONS, 204 
Shadywood Lane, Seagoville, Texas 75159. The 
price is $7.00 plus $3 .00 postage. If you want to 
help a good cause, add $10.00 to your payment for 
sister Connally- RJH). 

Announcement: The fifth annual Truth for the 
World Mission Forum will be August 23-25 at 9100 
East Sandridge Road, Olive Branch, Mississippi. For 
more information call (601) 895-9740, or write P.O. 
Box 751135, Memphis, TN 38175-1135. FF 

Bibles Rebound 
Genuine Leather- $25.00 • Name if desired 

Postage Appreciated 

-Elbert R. Garretson-
2852 Julia Way • Hanford, CA 93230 • (209) 585-1986 

july 1996 13 
Firm Foundation 



Our Society, Child Abuse, and God 
By Jerry Moffitt 

Withhold not correction from the child; 
for if thou beat him with the rod, he 
will not die. Thou shalt beat him 

with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from 
Sheol (Prov. 23: 13-14). 

Stripes that wound cleanse away evil; and 
strokes reach the innermost parts" (Prov. 
20:30). 

When really needed, I don't believe the above is 
cruelty, mistreatment or somehow promotes vio
lence, or God would never have commanded it. Since 
modern psychology invaded our legal system, society 
is not only a violent mess but children are killing and 
being killed, even by each other. Solomon wrote the 
above Scriptures. They are the tip of a biblical ice
berg on corporal punishment (Prov. 13:24; 29:15; 
30:17; 22:15; 19:18; 17:25; 29:17; Heb. 12:4-13). 

I sincerely believe that if Solomon lived in our 
country today he would be in jail, accused of child 
abuse. That's all the more sad for he was the wisest 
person that ever lived, except for Jesus, of course, 
who was not merely man, but more than man (1 
Kings 3: 10-12). He knew the nature of children best 
of all. Not only that, as inspired, he was speaking for 
and agreeing with God himself. Repeatedly Israel 
was called the children of God. Notice, God said of 
his children, "If they break my statutes, and keep not 
my commandments; Then will I visit their transgres
sion with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes" ( 
Psalm 89:31-32). Would he characterize himself 
with wicked acts? 

One Christian lady said, ''A few bruises on the 
bottom never killed anyone, or I would have been 
dead long ago." One old preacher complained that 
everything in the house is run by a switch but chil
dren. Too, our parents and grandparents of the ra
zor-strap generation would never have lived to turn 
out to be such good adults, if stripes killed and you 
could not use the paddle or the belt if and when 
needed. It is my opinion some children seldom if 
ever need corporal punishment. Others are lost 
without it. For them, finally a point comes when it is 
the only hope (Prov. 19: 18). 

To the normal parent (not some rare pervert), 
with the love and natural affection God gave them 
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for their children (Rom. 1 :31), discipline is normal. 
Normal parents with common sense raised children 
for thousands of years before child psychology came 
along. They knew that if parents didn't discipline 
children and teach respect and obedience to all 
authority that society would discipline them- and 
hard (Prov. 13: 15). So God said in the Bible, 
"He that spareth his rod hateth his son; But he that 
loveth him chasteneth him betimes" (Prov. 13:24 ). 
Not all pain is bad. That's why a good paddling 
can be distilled love. When children, our parents 
had to go cut their own switches. Usually they were 
told to go back a second time and bring a bigger one. 
They called it "peach tree tea." Don't let a few 
senseless radicals, perverts, and uncommon child 
abusers (who always seem to make the evening 
news) frighten you into rearing hard-nosed, rebel
lious children. Some children are more stubborn 
than others, but all must have their spirits subdued, 
regarding authority, at a very early age, or lack of re
spect and self-will turn into rebellion and rebellion 
becomes inveterate and deep-fixed in the personal
ity. According to God, when you discard the rod, 
youmay also throw away a child. 

P. 0. Box 1275 
Portland, TX 78374 
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The New Left 
By David W. Hester 

Acommon refrain of the new left in its attempt 
to "change" the Lord's church is: "We must 
have renewal." Although this has almost be

come a mantra for the radicals, they have not been 
specific as to how it would come about. In the 199 3 
Christian Scholars Conference (which I attended) 
"renewal" was a common theme; however, they did 
not elaborate. 

We now have evidence as to the kind of "re
newal" the new left wishes to happen. Florence, Ala., 
hosted the "Mid-South 1996 Conference on Spiritual 
Renewal" April 18-20. The list of participants gives 
the reader a flavor of what to expect. Mike Bickle is 
listed as "Senior Pastor of Metro Vineyard Fellow
ship." It also says he "has a deep conviction of a com
ing revival resulting in a victorious, end-time 
church." Wellington Boone is listed as "a pastor, min
istry leader and Promise Keepers National Confer
ence Speaker." It also states, "He is seeking God for a 
spiritual awakening in society initiated by revival, 
reconciliation and unity within the church." Dan· 
Sneed is "pastor of the Shepherd's House, a Four
square Church in Thousand Oaks, Calif." It says, 
"He often ministers in the prophetic with gifts of wis
dom and knowledge." Jack Taylor "in 1980 served as 
First Vice President of the Southern Baptist Associa
tion." 

The last two speakers are familiar to members of 
the church. Rubel Shelly "is minister of the Wood
mont Hills Church of Christ in Nashville, Tenn. He is 
a l~ader in the renewal movement among Churches 
of Christ." The final speaker is Jim Bevis, who works 
"with Mercy Ships, a ministry of Youth With A Mis
sion. As a minister, Jim has served churches in Texas, 
Georgia, Indiana and Nashville, Tenn., where he 
served as Executive Pastor of Belmont Church, a re
newal church of 3,000." Has he given up his 
"apostleship" he had at Belmont? One wonders. 

The brochure says, "Very few would question 
that the church across the world is experiencing a 
fresh, renewing breath of the Holy Spirit. Some be
lieve the days ahead contain at least one major end
time revival." It goes on to say, "Those planning the 
conference believe that these men are "God's ap-

pointed men for this conference, coming with a fresh 
word from the Father."' The Conference itself is for 
"Pastors, church leaders, prayer warriors" and oth
ers. Further, the "worship" periods will be led by 
Daniel Brymer, who is "worship leader at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Houston, Texas." However, the 
conference is not free. One must pay $40 before 
March 1, or $50 afterwards! 

What shall we make of all this? Several observa
tions are in order. First, if there were any doubt as to 
Rubel Shelly's false teaching, it should be squelched 
now. He has shown his true colors. Second, the "re
newal" the new left desires combines facets of ecu
menism, Pentecostalism, premillennialism, and para
church methods in a "witches brew" of false teach
ing. Third, the observations of brethren some 1 0-to 
15 -years ago concerning Shelly and those like him 

Second Annual 
·Southeast Missouri· 

Lectureship 
Saturday • August 24, 1996 

"What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine!" 

8:30 a.m .......... Registration 

9:00a.m .......... Fellowship in the Home 
....................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

10:00 a.m .......... Fellowhip in Christian Worship 
.............................................. Garland Elkins 

. Joy in Christian Living .......... Corrine Elkins 

11:00 a.m .......... Fellowship in the Work of the Church 
....................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
Blessed Peace ..................... Annette Cates 

12:00 p.m ......... Lunch provided by the congregation 

1 :00 p.m ......... Christian Fellowship: Are There Limitations? 
.............................................. Curtis A. Cates 
Spiritual Growth .................. Irene C. Taylor 

2:00p.m ......... Withdrawal of Fellowship (Church Discipline) 
............................................... Garland Elkins 

3:00 p.m ......... Open Forum 

Sponsored by 
Sunnyview Church of Christ 

P. 0. Box 896 • Farmington, Missouri 63640 • (573) 756-5925 
{located 2 miles south of Farmington on Highway H) 
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have proven to be right on target. Then, some said 
brother Shelly's teaching would ultimately lead to 
open fellowship. That has come to pass. 

Finally, brethren must "awaken out of sleep" and 
stand for what is right! This involves making our 
voices heard in opposing false teaching and open fel
lowship. Take every opportunity possible to directly 
challenge brethren who would lead us into the "far 
country" of denominationalism. That is exactly what 
many of us plan to do in the Florence area. 

The "siren song" of the new left has appealed to 
too many, for too long. From my vantage point, I am 
seeing brethren beginning to see what is going on. 
Also, when they are shown clear and concrete evi
dence of these things, it galvanizes them to take ac
tion. It is up to faithful elders, preachers, and others 
to sound the call. 

1996, in my estimation, will be a watershed year. 
As was the case in the late 1890s, we are facing an 
officially recognized division. How we respond to 
the crisis will determine in part how many are swept 
away into apostasy. Let us resolve to be firm, reso
lute, and unyielding. Rt. 4 Box 138 

Tuscumbia, AL 35674 
FE 

Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ. 

Subscribe to 

The Caring and Sharing NewsleHer 
for news about the health of other members. 
Subscribers help each other pay their medical 
bills. It's very economical! Note: This Is not an 
Insurance company. 
As a subscriber, other newsletter subscribers 
will help you pay your medical bills, and you can 
do the same for them. Your gift is sent directly 
by you, not CSN, to the subscriber who has had 
a medical emergency. 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing Newsletter 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-800-2888-2044 
The plan has been in effect and working for go
ing on 4 years. 1400 individuals are already par
ticipating and loving it. Let us hear from you to
day! 

The CSN is NOT an insurance company. 
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Ninth Annual 

South Texas 
Summer 

Lectureship 
July 25-28, 1996 

"Faith Is the Victory 
That Overcomes the World" 

Thursday, July 25 
7:00p.m ..... Are the Conditions of Salvation Different for Jews 

Than for Gentiles ................................. Jerry Moffitt 
8:00 p.m ..... The Kind of Faith That Makes a Great Church 

.. ........................................................... Gary Colley 

Friday, July 26 
9:00 a.m ..... How Does Faith Overcome the World? .. Bill Towry 

10:00 a.m ..... The One Faith .......................................... Larry Eoff 
11 :00 a.m ..... The Days of Miraculous Faith ... Royce Williamson 
1 :30 p.m ..... Holding Fast Our Profession of Faith 

... .. .................... ... . . . ................. ........ Darwin Hunter 
2:30 p.m ..... For by Grace Are Ye Saved Through Faith 

................................................................ Tim Ayers 
3:30 p.m ..... Can We Depart From the Faith? ..... Shan Jackson 
7:00p.m ..... The Sons of Elymas ............................ John Moore 
8:00p.m ..... Dealing with Chastisements ................ Carl Garner 

Saturday, July 27 
9:00a.m ..... Faith: the Substance of Things Hoped for, 

the Evidence of Things Not Seen .... Jon Overcash 
10:00a.m ..... Empty Faith ...................................... Michael Mayo 
11:00 a.m ..... Lord Increase Our Faith ............... Robert Johnson 
1 :30 p.m ..... Love Thy Neighbor as Thyself ......... Perry Cotham 

2:30p.m ..... What is My Responsibility as a Christian? 
................................................................. AI Macias 

3:30p.m ..... Faith as Used in the New Testament 
.................................................. Joseph D. Meador 

6:00p.m ..... Question and Answer Session 
7:00p.m ..... Making Shipwreck of Faith ................ Ira Y. Rice Jr. 
8:00 p.m ..... Sharing That Most Precious Faith ........ Don Walker 

Sunday, July 28 
9:30 a.m ..... And Not by Faith Only ..................... Eddie Whitten 

10:20 a.m ..... Lest Satan Should Get an Advantage of Us 
.................................................. Joseph D. Meador 

5:00p.m ..... Singing 
6:00p.m ..... Death, Swallowed Up in Victory ....... Perry Cotham 

$$$ 

Church of Christ 
1701 N. Adams 

Beeville, Texas 78104 
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(Editor,s note: We are indebted to the famous bullfighter, L. Toreador, for another excellent article. Brother 
Toreador, we invite you to submit more articles for publication. Your logic is unassailable- Dobbs.) 

Worshiping with Machinery 
By L. Toreador 

It does seem strange for folks to advocate wor
shiping the one, true, invisible, living God with 
tools of human invention. Still, it is being done 

all over the place. Though mechanical instruments 
in worship of the Lord God are of recent origin, 
many - most - are given to the practice. It is a de
nominational fad, and some members of the church 
do not see it as sinful. 

Ian Fair at the latest ACU Lectureship in discuss
ing A Cappella Music In Worship made the state
ment, near the close of his rather orotund speech, 
that while he did not intend to use mechanical in
struments in worship and praise of God, neither did 
he intend to judge those who do so. 

This goes along with William E. Young's claim 
that instruments in worship are wrong but not sin
ful. Young thinks it would be sin for him to use the 
piano, but not for others. That may sound strange to 
your ear, but what Bill is saying is that to use the in
strument would confuse the brethren - they are so 
simple minded - and cause division. Since confu
sion and division are wrong, he will restrain himself 
and not strum the guitar, beat on a drum, toot the 
horn, nor play the organ in the worship service; but 
it is not a violation of divine precepts to do so. It 
does not go beyond what is written, nor transgress 
the law of God, nor does it add to or take from rev
elation. 

(The New Testament does say sing. Singing was 
the only form of music in worship of God within the 
Christian community for about 1700 years. Still, 
William and Ian say the use of instruments in making 
music does not add to the Word of God. How curi
ous ... how very weird.) 

Ian Fair apparently was giving the ACU position 
on music in worship when he told us that he will not 
use it, but it is acceptable for others to do so. We 
strongly suspect this is Royce Money's attitude, too. 
If we are wrong about this, we invite brother Money 
to correct us. If we are right, the church should cor
rect brother Money. 

The ACU metamorphose from butterfly to cater
pillar is astounding. In disingenuousness, on a scale 
from 0 to 10, with 10 being the worst, it would rank 
about 25. If the instrument in worship is not sinful, 
why not have the intestinal fortitude to say so. If it is 
sinful, it ought to be condemned; and those who use 
it should be judged sinners. 

We do not understand brother Fair's mealy
mouthed apology. Is he unable to speak plainly and 
understandably (after listening to his speech, we sus
pect that may be the case)? Or is he invertebrate? Or 
is he just too stuffy to be on the level with common 
people? Or is he apostate? 

Of this we can be certain, Fair, Young, Money, 
and the entire board are not keeping faith with the 
founders of the school. ACU was started by God
fearing men and women who were unalterably op
posed to making music by playing instead of singing. 
The money that has built the college and now sus
tains it was given by honest folks who were commit
ted to biblical principles and, therefore, set against 
all who go beyond the things that are written and 
have not God (2 John 9). The founders of the col
lege had no problem judging those who added the 
instrument to the Lord's command to sing. They 
would not give godspeed to a working of error, but 
Fair is too gentle and too good to condemn the 
people who transgress divine law. 

Thomas B. Warren, a godly man of the same 
stripe as the founding fathers of ACU, said at the 
1970 Freed-Hardeman Universtiy Lectureship: 

[T]he use of instrumental music in the worship 
of God is a violation of God's instructions to 
man - and, thus, it is sinful. I want to empha-
size that: the use of instrumental music, in the 
worship of God, is sin! Since the wages of sin is 
death (Rom. 3:23), the use of instrumental mu-
sic in the worship of God will lead, if not re
pented of, to one's eternal damnation (Warren, 
The Church Faces Liberalism, 1970, p. 243). 

Wonder why Fair can't talk plain like Warren? 
Why is Fair so polysyllabic and loquacious? Is he 
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afraid that someone might understand him, or is he 
merely parading his lett~rs. Anyhow, it sure sounded 
scholarly. ·· 

Warren clearly stated the Bible position. That 
was the position of David Lipscomb, N.B. Harde
man, G.C. Brewer, Don Morris, and the apostles 
Paul, Peter, James, and John. 

The Hardeman-Bosewell Debate on instrumental 
music in worship, conducted in the Ryman Audito
rium, Nashville, Tenn., May 31 to June 5, 1923, is 
classic. Hardeman proved from the Scriptures that 

the use of an instrument in worshiping God is sinful. 
His arguments were so conclusive and his victory 
over Bosewell so overwhelming, the Christian 
Church vacated the territory and admitted defeat. 

We wonder why Fair, Young, and Money are so 
weak and waffling? Why do they go slipping and 
sliding down the way that is broad and that leads to 
destruction (Matt. 7:13-14). It would be so easy to 
stand up and speak out boldly in Christ's name. 

P.O. Box 690192 
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Sunday, August 4 

August 4-7, 1996 

''Doers of the Word'' 

9:30 a.m ......................................... The Supreme Authority in Religion ..................................................... Eddie Whitten 
1 0:30 a.m ......................................... How Much Do You Love the Church? ............................ ~ .................... David Brown 

5:30 p.m ......................................... Congregational singing 
6:00 p.m ......................................... The True Test of Obedience ................................................................... David Brown 

Monday, August 5 
9:00 a.m ......................................... God's Call and Man's Opportunity .................................................... Duke Gregory 

1 0:00 a.m ......................................... Stewardship, the Life of Servitude .................................................... ~ ... ·· Paul Vaughn 
11 :00 a.m ......................................... The Important Quality of the Individual .................................................. Kent Bailey 

1 :30 p.m ......................................... The Unconsciousness of Backsliding ....................................................... Tom Hodge 
2:30 p.m ......................................... Believing a Falsehood ............................................................................... Larry Phillips 
3:30 p.m ......................................... Progression or Retrogression? ...................................................................... Glann Lee 
6:30 p.m ......................................... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m ......................................... Beware of False Prophets ................................................................................ Jim Laws 

Tuesday, August 6 
9:00 a.m ......................................... God's Call and Man's Refusal ......................................................................... Tim Hall 

1 0:00 a.m ......................................... Are We Limiting God? ............................................................................... Keith Cozort 
11 :00 a.m ......................................... Faith Puts the Believer to Work ................................................. Johnny Mack Young 

1 :30 p.m ......................................... How to Perform That Which Is Good ........................................................ Ken Willis 
2:30 p.m ......................................... Acceptable Worship ...................................................................................... Billy Bland 
3:30 p.m ......................................... A Positive Attitude of Divine Law ......................................................... Bobby Liddell 
6:30 p.m ......................................... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m ......................................... The Necessity of Both Zeal and Knowledge .................................... Bill Lockwood 

Wednesday, August 7 
9:00 a.m ......................................... A Picture of a Man of God ....................................................................... Tim Forlines 

1 0:00 a.m ......................................... A Brief Look at Shellyism ........................................................................ Steve Wiggins 
11 :00 a.m ......................................... Salvation Identified ............................................................ · ............................... Brad Poe 

1 :30 p.m ......................................... Works Keep Us Busy ................................................................................ James Rogers 
2:30 p.m ......................................... The Practice of Assurance ......................................................................... Edwin Jones 
3:30 p.m ......................................... Proper Ingredients of Christian Love .................................................... Floyd Denton 
6:30 p.m ......................................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ......................................... The Value of Vision .................................................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

John B. Daniels, Director • (423) 623-4216 
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Is the Church of Christ a Denomination? 
By Jody Apple 

Most religious people understand a denomi
nation to be a part of Christendom at 
large, and see no essential difference from 

one denomination to the next. 
When someone, whose only idea of religion is de

nominational in scope, encounters a member of the 
church of Christ (someone who is just a Christian), 
the questions usually arise: "What denomination are 
you? Where and what is your church's governing 
body? What are your creeds or statements of faith?" 

To Christians these questions are perplexing. 
How do you convey to someone only familiar with a 
denominational approach to religion that the body 
(or church) of Christ is not a denomination? To sim
ply claim that the church of Christ is not a denomi
nation might alarm our querist. "Is the church of 
Christ a cult? Is it a world religion, like Hinduism, 
or Islam? What is it?" 

You might respond by saying that the church you 
are a member of is "the one you read about in the 
Bible." You would be right, of course, but what 
would your denominational friend understand from 
such an answer? Would he really understand the 
unique nature of the blood-bought body of Christ? 

A more thorough tactic would involve present
ing a comprehensive overview of New Testament 
teaching about the true nature of the church. While 
there are other approaches you might take, consider 
these three simple truths: 

1. Only the enemies of Christ, or those ignorant 
of scriptural teaching relative to the church, refer to 
the church of Christ as denominational in character. 

Though the term denomination is not used in the 
New Testament, the same idea is seen in the terms 

Repu.clu.ethee 
Bible Class Books 
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-Louis Rushmore
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sect and heresy, which do appear. The term sect, in 
addition to being used with reference to the Saddu
cees (Acts 5: 17) and the Pharisees (Acts 15:5; 26:5), 
is used three times with reference to the church, but 
never in an approved sense. 

First, it was used in this manner by a certain 
orator, Tertullus, who referred to Paul as a "ring 
leader of the sect of the Nazarenes" (Acts 24:5). 

Second, in answering Tertullus, Paul referred to 
the church as "heresy" or "sect" (Acts 24:14 KJV 
and NKJV). He did so, however, only in reference 
to what "they" (Tertullus, Ananias, and the elders) 
called the church. In the context Paul refers to the 
church simply as "the way." 

Third, when Paul landed in Rome, he called the 
Jewish leaders to teach them about Christ. Though 
they had not received letters from Judea about Paul, 
they said, "For concerning this sect, we know that it 
is spoken against everywhere" (Act 28:22). 

2. The Scriptures warn against sectarian teach
ing and practices. 

When Paul wrote to the church in Corinth he 
denounced them for numerous errors. In dealing 
with problems relative to the Lord's supper, for ex
ample, Paul spoke of the "divisions" among them (1 
Cor. 11: 18), and said that such "heresies" (vs. 19 
KJV, "factions" NKJV) "must" be to allow for the 
recognition of those who are approved. The term 
heresies is the same term translated as "sect" in the 
passages cited above in Acts. Heresies, or sectarian 
doctrines and practices (the denominational con
cept), are condemned by Paul. 

Furthermore, note the use of the word divisions 
in 1 Corinthians 11: 18. This term comes from a 
Greek term meaning schism, which Paul uses as syn
onymous with the term heresies. It is the same term 
found in 1 Corinthians 1:10 where Paul condemns 
divisions and encourages unanimity in mind, judg
ment, and speech (Gal. 5 :20). Peter uses the same 
term when he warns of false teachers who bring in 
"damnable heresies" (2 Pet. 2: 1). 

It is obvious from these passages, that the New 
Testament denounces anything and everything that 
is remotely related to the ideas inherent in denomi-
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national, or sectarian, practice and teaching. 
3. The Scriptures always present God's intended 

message about the nature of the church in a positive 
way, a way that demonstrates its uniqueness (its un
denominational nature). 

There are so many passages that reflect this theme 
that it would be impossible to cite all of them, but 
consider the following few examples from Ephesians. 

The church exists "according to the eternal pur
pose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord" (3:11) . 

The church is the body of Christ (cf. 1:22-23; 
Col. 1:18, 24; cf. Eph. 4:4). 

The church is the culmination of all things gath
ered together in Christ (1: 1 0). The law of Moses, the 
psalms and the prophets all spoke of its coming 
(Luke 24:44ff), and Christ, its founder (Matt. 16:18; 
Eph. 2:20), was the end (goal) of the law. 

"In Christ" (in his body, the church) are all spiri
tual blessings (1:3), including acceptance by God 
(1:6), redemption and the forgiveness of sins (1:7), 
an inheritance (1: 11) and the seal of the Holy Spirit 
of promise (1: 13 ). There are no spiritual blessings 
outside of the body or church of Christ. 

God is glorified in the church by Christ Jesus 
(3:21). That God is glorified in this manner is proof 
of the uniqueness of the body of Christ. No glory is 
brought to God by denominations. They are without 
scriptural authority (Matt. 15:13; Psa. 127:1). 

Christ is the head of the church (5 :23), and the 
church is subject to Christ (5 :24 ). Christ only has one 
body, or church. He is only head over one body, and 
savior of only those in that body, which is the church. 

Christ loved the church and gave himself for it 
(5 :25, 29). Jesus died for only one body. He did not 
die for any other, nor does he love any other. 

The church will one day be presented to Christ 
pure and without blemish (5 :27). On the day of judg
ment, the tares (including all false religions resulting 
from error that has been sown) will be separated 
from the wheat (Matt 13:24ff). 

The nature of husband and wife is an earthly ap
proximation of the relationship between Christ and 
his church (5 :32). No closer relationship exists 
among mankind than the husband/wife relationship, 
yet the unity between Christ and his bride is greater. 

To add to these references, study need only be 
made of the terms used by God to designate both his 
kingdom/church and his followers: (1) the church is 
a kingdom (Matt. 16:18-19; Col. 1:13), a bride 
(Eph. 5 :22ff; Rev. 19: 7ff), God's church (1 Cor. 1 :2), 
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Christ's church (Matt. 16:18; Rom. 16:16), the 
house of God (1 Tim 3: 15), a building of God (1 
Cor. 3 :9; Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:4ff), a temple of God 
and of the Spirit (1 Cor. 3: 16), the church of the 
firstborn (Heb. 12:23), a city of God (Heb. 12:22; 
Rev. 3: 12; 21: lff), and many more; and (2) members 
of Christ's church are his brethren (Heb. 2; Rom. 
8:29; 12:1), disciples (Acts 11:26), Christians (Acts 
11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16), children of the kingdom 
(Matt. 13 :38), children of the Father and sons, or 
sons of God (Rom. 8:14; 1 John 3:1; Gal. 4:56), 
heirs of the promise and Abraham's seed (Gal. 3:29), 
faithful (Eph. 1:1), and many more. 

These designations, in addition to the references 
from Ephesians, indicate the true nature of the 
church, or body, of Christ. It is not now, nor has it 
ever been, referred to as a denomination with divine 
approval. To represent it as such, either willfully or 
ignorantly, is to misunderstand and/or misrepresent 
God and his inspired Word. Let us strive to do our 
best to speak of the church in scriptural terms and 
refer to it using scriptural ideas (1 Pet. 4:11). In do
ing so we bring glory to God who planned it, and to 
his Son who died for it. We will also help those 
around us, young and spiritually immature Chris
tians and the world as well, come to a better under
standing of this glorious body. 
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The 11Easter'' Phenome.,on 
By Wayne Jackson 

I t least once each year "Easter Sunday" thou
sands give some consideration to the resur
rection of Jesus Christ. I suppose we ought 

to be grateful for that limited reflection on the sa
cred, though a genuine Christian honors the Lord's 
resurrection every first day of the week, by meeting 
with the saints in divinely prescribed worship. 

The news media are not reticent to "cash in" on 
this annual interest. It was curious to note that during 
the first week of April of Time, Newsweek, and U.S. 
News & World Report all featured frontcover stories 
concerning Jesus Christ. It is a sorry state of affairs 
when those who hate the Son of God attempt to use 
His fame to increase the filthy lucre of their coffers. 

Time magazine has an article titled: Rethinking 
the Resurrection. Therein the author introduces ev
ery fanatical theory he can conjure up to explain 
away the New Testament records which affirm that 
Jesus was actually raised from the dead. 

For instance, German scholar Gerd Ludemann, 
currently a .visiting professor at Vanderbilt Univer
sity in Nashville, argues that Jesus' body "rotted 
away" in the tomb. 

Frankly, that is a very stupid view. The apostles 
were preaching the doctrine of the resurrection with
in 50 days of the Lord's death (Acts 2). Don't you 
know that the Jewish authorities would have pro
duced that corpse, to effectively refute the gospel 
message, if it were lying in Joseph of Arimathea's 
well-known tomb? It is the theory that is rotten. 

How does Ludemann explain the multitude of 
postresurrection witnesses? Supposedly, Peter had a 
subjective "vision" brought on by his grief and guilt, 
Paul had an unconscious "Christ complex" because 
he had persecuted Christians, and the 5 00 witnesses 
of 1 Corinthians 15:6 were victims of "mass ecstasy." 

That is pathetic. When one doesn't have evi
dence, he just invents psychological phenomena to 
explain it all. 

John Crossan, a former Roman Catholic priest 
now at DePaul University in Chicago postulates that 
Jesus' body was devoured by wild dogs. Is it not odd 
that none of the Jewish or Roman antagonists of 
Christianity, in the early centuries of the church's ex
istence, ever thought of that? The rabid "dog" 

theory has no support in fact. 
Time magazine, while· citing these "scholarly" 

sources, was at least honest enough to concede that 
the liberal writers are not arguing their case out of a 
"disinterested historical investigation." No, the 
movement is characterized by a "missionary pur
pose." They intentionally want to convince as many 
as they can that "belief in the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus is a burden to the Christian faith and deflects 
attention from his role as a social reformer." 

These skeptical writers appear to be accomplish
ing their goal to some degree. A recent poll finds 
that 30 percent of so-called "born again Christians" 
do not believe that Jesus "came back to physical life 
after he was crucified." (Note: The Lord's poll might 
reveal some interesting data about many so-called 
"born again" folks.) If Christ did not rise from the 
dead, then, as Paul affirmed in 1 Corinthians 15, our 
faith is worthless. 

The truth is, the evidence for the Lord's 
resurrection is the strongest fact of antique history. 
The late Professor Thomas Arnold of Rugby, a pre
mier historian, declared that the resurrection of 
Jesus was the "best attested fact in human history" 
(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. IV, 
p. 2569). 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

The Influence of One - Part 2 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Many are the revelations of the good influ
ence of godly women who lived in Bible 
times. Their lives are an example for us to 

follow. 
The courage of ] ochebed preserved the life of 

her son, Moses. We also owe tribute to each midwife 
who refused to obey the wicked decree of the kind 
to kill the boy babies. Because of faith in God they 
were able to play a vital role in his plan for deliver
ing their people from bondage. We need women of 
courageous faith. There are times when "we ought 
to obey God rather than men" (Acts 5 :29). 

Think of the good influence felt through the ages 
as a result of Ruth's decision to accept the God of 
her mother-in-law, Naomi. Her decision meant leav
ing her native land, her beloved family and going 
into a strange country. The beautiful book of Ruth 
reveals that she gained much more than she sacri
ficed. She served the one, true God and not pagan 
gods. She gained a husband and family and was 
granted a place in the lineage of Jesus. Though 
we may be called upon to make sacrifices as Chris
tians, we always gain so much more than we give 
up. We stand to inherit a heavenly home of inde
scribable joy. 

Vashti is an example of standing by one's convic
tions. Though ordered by the king to show her 
beauty to his drunken guests (a request involving an 
immodest display) she refused. She was well aware it 
would mean the end of her queenship and perhaps 
even death. Her moral purity meant more to her 
than caving in to a lecherous demand. Would that 
women today had such conviction, instead immod
esty is the rule of the day. And, sadly, even those pro
fessing Christianity follow suit and this without the 
request of a king! All some need today is the urging 
of ungodly fashion. 

The good influence of Dorcas can be seen as we 
read of her life in Acts 9:36££. This woman was full 
of good works. Yet, there is no mention of her being 
a woman of wealth. We often excuse ourselves from 
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doing good to others because we 
lack monetary resources. This fine 
lady may have been a woman of 
modest means. She gave of herself 
first and used that which she had to 
help others. She knew the joy of 
giving. 

Lydia is another woman of 
good influence. She was devoutly religious. The de
mands of her business did not keep her from praying 
(Acts 16:14-15). One should always make time to do 
right. When Lydia was taught that her worship was 
not valid, she accepted the right way with a ready 
mind. She exemplifies the beauty of putting God and 
his kingdom first. 

The influence of Lois and Eunice on the life of 
Timothy shows the power of proper instruction on 
the heart of a child (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15). Timothy's fa
ther was not a believer in God (Acts 16:1). A divided 
family is no excuse for not training a child in the 
way of the Lord. It merely places a double responsi
bility upon the Christian to teach both by word of 
mouth and faithful example. 

Woman is in a unique position to wield a strong 
influence upon the heart of a child. It is she who 
largely molds and trains the child directing him to
ward the path he will travel through life. It may not 
be only her own children whom she influences. The 
mother of Rufus must have wielded a good influence 
on Paul (Acts 16:13). 

If Christian mothers would train their children 
to walk in the way of truth, think of the impact this 
would have on the church. It is within the power 
of faithful women to eliminate much of the disre
gard for Bible authority that is rampant among 
people today. 

Choose you this day whom ye will serve, ... but 
as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord 
(Josh. 24: 15). 
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Make plans now to attend the 4th annual 

Power Lectureship 
lllllThe 1Wo Covenants•• I 

August 18-22, 1996 
- · · Sandor. flugast 11 

lnttoductory Matters Concerning the Covenants 
9:30a.m ............... AA Overview of Bible Covenants ..................................................................................................................................................... Edwin Jones 

10:30 a.m ............... Whatsoever Things Were Written Aforelime: The Value of the Old Covenant .................................................................................. B. J. Clarke 
6:00p.m ............... The Who. What. When. Where. and Wtr.J of the Old Covenant (Deut. 5: 1-15) ............................................................................. Darrell Beard 
7:00p.m ............... The Who, What. When. Where. and Why of the New Covenant (Acts 2) .................................................................................... Garland Elkins 

Monday. flasast 19 
First-century Teaching Concerning the Covenants 

9:00a.m ............... How Jesus Viewed the Old Covenant (Matt. 5:17 -20) .......................................................................................................................... Jim Laws 
10:00a.m ............... How the Apostle Paul Viewed the Law (Rom. 7:1-8:4) ........................................................................................................................ Bill Bryant 
11 :00 a.m ............... How the First-century Church Handled the Transition from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant ................................................ Paul Saln 

Questions Concerning the Covenants 
1 :00 p.m ............... How did God reveal himself and his will in the two covenants? (Heb. 1: 1-2) ............................................................................... Glenn Colley 
2:00p.m ............... Did grace exist in the old covenant and is the new covenant a covenant of grace and no taw? ............................................... Ted J. Clarke 

Special Studies Concerning the Covenants 
3:00p.m ............... The Development of the Abrahamic Promise in the Two Covenants (Gal. 3:8-29) ............................................................. Joseph D. Meador 

Evening lectures 
7:00p.m ............... Crucial Passages: The Blood of the Everlasting Covenant (Heb. 9:11-14; 13:12. 20) ................................................................ Winfred Clark 
8:00p.m .............. Two Covenants: Two Mediators -Moses and Christ.. ................................................................................................................. Gary Colley 

Taaday. flagast 10 
Special Studies Concerning the Covenants 

9:00a.m ............... A Study of the Ark of the Covenant. .. .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. .. . ................................................................................................... Allen Webster 
Similarities and Contrasts Between the Covenants 

10:00a.m ............... The Doctrine of Circumcision in the Two Covenants ...................................................................................................................... David Jones 
11 :00 a.m ............... The Doctrine of Worship in the Two Covenants ............................................................................................................................... Kevin Beard 

Questions Concerning the Covenants 
1 :00 p.m ............... Are we under the Ten Commandments today? ................................................................................................................. Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
2:00p.m ............... Is there a Christian Sabbath day?........ . ..................................................................................................................... Wayne Cox 

Special Studies Concerning the Covenants 
3:00p.m .......... : .... The Scope of the Covenants: Is Chrisl's New Covenant Only for Christians? ............................................................................. Dub McClish 

Evening lectures · · 
7:00p.m ......... Crucial Passages: The Allegory of the Two Covenants (Gal. 4:21-5:4) ......................................................................................... James Boyd 
8:00p.m. . ........... Two Covenants: Two Priesthoods . . .. .. . .... . . .. ......... . ....................................................................................... Harrell Davidson 

Wednesday. «avast 11 
Special Studies Concerning the Covenants 

9:00a.m .............. The Consequences of Covenant Breaking .................................................................................................................................. Wade Webster 
Similarities and Contrasts Between the Covenants 

10:00 a.m ............... The Tabernacle of the Old Covenant ....................................................................................................................................... Paul Mecham Jr. 
11 :00 a.m ............... The Temples of the Two Covenants ............................................................................................................................................... Jack Williams 

Questions Concerning the Covenants 
1 :00 p.m ............... What was nailed to the cross in Colossians 2? Did Paul regard the old taw to still be in effect years 

after the cross? If not. why did he act as he did in Acts 21:17 -26? ................................................................................................. Billy Bland 
2:00p.m. .............. Wtrt is the new covenant a better covenant? ................................................................................................................................ John Curtis 

Special Studies Concerning the Covenants 
3:00p.m. .. .......... The Period Between the Testaments ....................................................................... . .. ........................................ Curtis Cates 

Evening lectures 
7:00p.m ............ Crucial Passages: The MinistratiOn of Condemnation and the Ministration of Righteousness (2 Cor. 3:6-18) ......................... David Brown 
8:00p.m. Two Covenants· Two Kmgdoms .......... .. ... ........ .. .. .............................................................................................................. Paul Kidwell Sr. 

Thanday. flasast 11 
Questions Concerning the Covenants 

9:00a.m .............. Are the Gospel accounts a part of Chnst's New Testament taw? Under what covenant was the thief on the cross saved? ....... Las Bonnett 
10:00 a.m ............. In what sense is Christ the end of the law? (Rom. 9-11) .................................................................................................................. Steve Ellis 
11 :OOa.m ............... Does Hebrews 8:13b mean the law of Moses was still in effect at the time Hebrews was written? Does Luke 16:16 

mean that the law ended at the coming of John the baptizer? If the old covenant has been taken out of the way. 
why was it called an everlasting covenant in 1 Chronicles 16-1:7 and other Old Testament passages? .................................. Bobby Uddell 

Special Studies Concerning the Covenants 
1 :00 p.m ............... Selected Types and AAtitypes I rom the Two Covenants .. . ...... ..... .. ........... ... .. . .. . .. . .. ........................................................................ Jim Pharr 
2:00p.m ............... Jesus Christ: The Link Between the Testaments ......... ... .. .............. ........ .. .................................................................................. Jim Dearman 
3:00p.m .............. Truth vs. Error Concerning the Covenants and the A.D. 70 Destruction of Jerusalem .................................................... Garland Robinson 

Evening lectures 
7:00p.m 
8:00p.m 

Cruc121 Passages· What God Told Jeremtah About the Two Covenants (Jer 31 :31-34; Heb. 8:6-13) ............................ James Watkins 
Two Covenants· Two Promised Lands . .. ..... . . . .... . .. . . .. .. .. ... .. ... .......... . ................................................ Keith Mosher Sr. 

Limited display space available on first come. first serve basis; call (601) 393-2690. 
Electrical hool<ups available on grounds of Southaven Church of Christ. ~/lectures will be published in a beautiful cloth-bound volume. 

Southaven Church of Christ • Hwy. 51 at Brookhaven • Southaven, Mississippi 
(just minutes from Memphis, Tennessee) 
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Potpourri ••• 
Te influx of notes of appreciation is so over

whelming that it is not possible for us to 
mention who said what - it would take an 

entire issue of the paper just to record the names and 
a brief comment from each person who has recently 
written. We are deeply indebted to our many sub
scribers ... though we clearly understand that your 
interest is in preserving the blood-bought church of 
Christ and waving the unfurled banner of eternal 
truth. Ector R. Watson said what most of us feel: 
"Appreciate your work of contending for the faith. 
Have been preaching for about 75 years. Glad to 
recommend the Firm Foundation. I have a lame leg 
and am confined to a wheelchair and walker. But, I 
am still on the firing line." Isn't that marvelous? A 
grand old soldier of the cross still carrying on the 
good fight of faith even from his wheelchair. Most of 
us do not have brother Watson's disabilities, but 
most of us have his spirit in wanting the truth to pre
vail- and it will. "Truth crushed to earth shall rise 

Seventh Annual 
Bible Lectureship 

August 7-11, 1996 

YAe cl'a~~w~j 
cl'~mon 

on tAe Clffoant 
Hear these great men preach 

on the Master's Sermon on the Mount 

Winford Claiborne, Winfred Clark, 
Earl Edwards, Garland Elkins, 
Danny Jones, George King, 

Frank Starling, Stan Stevenson, 
Chris Whitaker, William Woodson 

Church of Christ at Bybee Branch 
1165 Old Smithville Road 

P.O. Box 147 • McMinnville, Tennessee 37110 
(615) 473-2486 
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again; The eternal years of God are hers." Your 
cheery expressions of support and assurance makes 
our task easier and undergirds our determination to 
"stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving to
gether for the faith of the gospel; And in nothing ter
rified by our adversaries: which is to them an evi
dent token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and 
that of God." 

Accolades lor A. Doran 
OAdron Doran, who served as president of 

Morehead State University in Kentucky from 1954 
to 1977, and who is considered the father of the uni
versity, was presented the 1996 Founders Day Award 
by the board of regents. Brother Doran is a gospel 
preacher and a loyal servant of Jesus. His dear wife, 
Mignon, is also a defender of the faith and a dynamo 
for good. We rejoice to know of the high honors re
ceived by this deserving couple. 

Mlhhh, SOooo 
$Joseph D. Meador, director of the Southwest 

School of Bible Studies in Austin, informs us that a 
congregation of Chinese is soon to be established in 
Austin, which is home to more than 11,000 Asians. 
The decision to start the new work was triggered by 
the conversion of Wenjan Lin, who was taught by 
brother and sister Cheung. The Cheungs will be 
leaders in the new church. 

lear Valley 
OA press release informs us that brother J.J. 

Turner has been appointed director of the Bear Val
ley School of Biblical Studies in Colorado. Con
gratulations, brother Turner. We urge you to keep 
the faith. 

WI/SOP 
OWVSOP's Annual Lectureship will be October 

28 through November 1. 

Kill the Baby 
OAI stood at the doctor's side and watched him 

perform a partial-birth abortion on a woman who 
was six-months pregnant. The baby's heartbeat was 
clearly visible on the ultrasound screen. The doctor 
delivered the baby's body and arms, everything but 
his little head. The baby's body was moving. His 
little fingers were clasping together. He was kicking 



his feet. The doctor took a pair of scissors and in
serted them into the back of the baby's head, and the 
baby's arms jerked out in a flinch, a startle reaction, 
like a baby does when he thinks he might fall. Then 
the doctor opened the scissors up. Then he stuck the 
high-powered suction tube into the hole and sucked 
the baby's brains out. Now the baby was completely 
limp. (Statement by Brenda Pratt Shafer, a registered 
nurse, assigned by her nursing agency to an abortion 
clinic. Source: an ad in Christianity Today, Feb. 5, 
1996.) 

l.oving? Kind? Gentle 1 Sweet? Caring? 
GJohanna Jenei was admitted to Children's Hos

pital Feb. 7, 1994. Her heart rate had dropped to 35 
and her blood pressure was 8 0/5 0; her face was 
turning blue, and she had been crying herself to 
sleep at night for weeks. According to the medical 
report, her health collapsed from "severe stress and 
situational anxiety." This 14-year-old girl's health 
was crushed under the cruel heel of Polly Atwood, 
lesbian. 

Here is how it happened. Johanna was bright 
and cheerful. Her teachers at Brookline High 
School, where she earned almost straight Ns, de
scribed her as "alert, eager to learn, a joy to teach." 
Johanna's problems started when her social studies 
teacher, Polly Atwood, pressed the theme that 
women could thrive without men. In prehistoric so
cieties, she taught, females lived apart. "Cavewoman 
was self-sufficient and independent and let Caveman 
near her only when she wanted to have babies." 
Johanna insisted that it is good for men and women 
to form families and live together. 

Students were required to write their personal 
histories. Johanna wrote, "I am a Protestant in the 
Christian church. I believe in the love of God and 
Jesus .... God is the most important thing to me .... I 
read and study the Bible a lot." Her teacher made a 
pointed announcement on December 10: "I know 
this will make someone here uncomfortable, but I 
am an out-of-the-closet lesbian and would like to 
talk to you about being a lesbian and about your 
feelings." 

It did make Johanna uncomfortable to have to sit 
through a discussion of her teacher's sexuality- es
pecially since it was made clear that anyone who dis
approved of open homosexuality must be a bigot or 
a fool. Johanna came under a relentless attack by her 
teacher and classmates. She could not stand the pres
sure and her health failed. Her parents have with-

drawn her from the high school because school offi
cials refused to move her ·to another class where her 
religious beliefs would not be ridiculed. 

Liberals will defend many things, but the beliefs 
of a 14-year-old girl who claims to be Christian 
aren't among them (Source: Human Events, April 
19, 1996). 

f6ere You Go Again 
OACU announced the appointment of additional 

trustees in the Nov. 19, 1995, issue of the Optimist. 
Dr. Joe Cope, executive assistant to the president, 
said of the makeup of the board: 

Candidates are either selected to be Residential, 
National or Senior board members. Residential 
members are the only members that can vote. 
The qualifications of a Residential member is to 
be a Texas resident and an active member of the 
Church of Christ. Between 40 and 55 Residen
tial Board members are required, but an unlim
ited number of people can serve as National or 
Senior Board members, Cope said. National and 
Senior members do not have to be Texas resi
dents and can belong to any denomination. 

The original charter of ACU (Childer's Classic 
Institute) said: 

The charter shall never be changed or amended 
as to qualifications of the Board of Directors de
fined in Article VI. 

Article VI says, in part: 
Every one of these directors shall at the time of 
his election and during the entire term of office 
be a member of a congregation, as above de
fined, of the church of Christ in good standing. 

The unchangeable condition for board member
ship has been changed and now - if you are a Na
tional or Senior member of the board - you "can 
belong to any denomination." 

Good Idea 
ONew Mexico State Senator Duncan Scott sub

mitted an amendment to a psychologist regulatory 
bill sponsored by another senator, seeking to give 
the profession its rightful place in the state's legal 
system. The amendment stated: 

When a psychologist or psychiatrist testifies dur
ing a defendant's competency hearing, he shall 
wear a cone-shaped hat that is not less than two 
feet tall. The surface of the hat shall be im
printed with stars and lightning bolts. Addition
ally he shall be required to don a white beard 
that is not less than 18 inches in length, and 
shall punctuate crucial elements of his testimony 
by stabbing the air with a wand. 

Both houses passed the bill, but the governor 
vetoed it. 
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Not 4gaial 
OStan Reid, minister for the Granbury Church 

of Christ in Granbury, Texas, reports that at the re
quest of the local ministerial alliance the church par
ticipated in the annual community Easter sunrise ser
vice. He wrote: 

Easter is not limited to a single day. For us to cel
ebrate Easter Sunday with honesty we must ex
perience it in its entirety by embracing the cross 
of Good Friday and entering the tomb of Holy 
Saturday. ... May our experience of Easter be 
with us throughout this year. 

This people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but 
their heart is far from me. But in vain they do 
worship me, teaching· for doctrines the com
mandments of men (Matt. 15 :8-9). 

More on t6e uGay" locief 
OA federal appeals court in Atlanta March 12 

overruled a lower court decree that employers 
couldn't refuse to employ homosexuals. Lesbian 
lawyer Robin Shahar, 32, had sued the state's attor
ney general's office, claiming officials withdrew her 
job offer after discovering she was planning to be 
"married" in a lesbian ceremony. A day earlier 
Georgia's Supreme Court ruled that the state's sod
omy law was a legitimate use of state power to fur
ther "the moral welfare of the public," upholding a 
misdemeanor conviction and $5 00 fine of a citizen 
for seeking sex from a sheriff's deputy. 

0 Roelf Ruffner of Chillicothe, Texas, sends 
word that Texas has laws making homosexuality ille
gal, prohibiting same-sex marriages no matter where 
they are performed. 

Point-of-view by a lenomiaafioaalist 
OJoe Bliz, editor of Word, says: 

We live in an age that scorns the importance of 
words, images, ambiance, atmosphere, context, 
and tone. This is why in evangelical churches, 
style takes precedence over content, and warm 
fellowship is a bigger draw than sound teaching. 

rreatment 
0 Duke and Gross in their book, America,s Long

est War, say: "Most drug users who quit, including 
heroin addicts and tobacco addicts, do. so without 
treatment." Duke and Gross are making the point 
that motive and determination are more important 
than psychobabble and that desire and commitment 
come from within - not without- the person. The 
Bible says, "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he." 
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Uamasiell 
0 Bruce Bawer (The Gay Individual in American 

Society) wrote, "New York's Gay Pride Day parade 
featured men dressed as Marilyn Monroe and Joan 
Collins; a group called the Gay Whores; and the 
three lonely members of the National Man-Boy Love 
Association." Bawer remembers a sign appearing on 
one of the parade's floats: "Greetings from Planet 
Gay!" Too many people at the parade, Bawer 
thought, viewed themselves as living on another 
planet. On that planet, the traditional Christian mo
rality about sex is turned on its head. 

4Gospe1Preac6er 
GA. C. Owen, according to a report from Dou

glas Sims, celebrated his 99'h birthday on March 11, 
1996. At age 25, brother Owen determined to 
preach. At the time he was a member of the Chris
tian Church, for which he preached for about 12 
years. Someone recommended he subscribe to the 
Firm Foundation (which was edited at the time by 
G.H.P. Showalter). He became convinced that the 
church of Christ was teaching the whole counsel of 
God and left the Christian Church. He worked to 
convince others to make the same move. He 
preached in and around the Georgia mountains for 
over 60 years and was instrumental in the establish
ment of many congregations. 

Owen speaks often of his early religious training. 
He could not afford to attend college. He said, "I re
ceived my real Bible education from the Firm Foun
dation paper." He also studied other brotherhood 
publications, but gives credit to the Firm Foundation 
for leading him to the church and helping him in his 
lifetime of work in the kingdom of God. Fp 

Send Christian men of former Soviet Union to 

-Kiev Bible School-
The Kiev Bible School Is a full-time, three-year preacher 
training school that was begun by the Centre Church of 
Christ in Kiev in 1992. It Is presently training men to preach 
from Ukraine and Russia. The director is Roger Campbell, 
former missionary to Taiwan. Campbell speaks both Man
darin and Russian. Other Americans serve as faculty. New 
terms begin August 26-31 and January 1-6. Very low cost. 
No tuition. 

Contact 
Roger Campbell • P.O. Box 171 • Kiev, Ukraine 252 001 

Phone 011-380-44-513-5634 
Fax 011-38o-44-517-Q298 (after 4 p.m. EST) 

E-mail: Roger@campbell.hkpi.klev.ua 
Stateside 

Jim Waldron, Avondale church of Christ, Atlanta 
Phone (770) 939-Q493 • Fax (770) 908-0372 



Q 
By Joseph D. Meador 

(With this issue of the Firm Foundation we inaugurate a new feature of the paper. joseph D. Meador, Direc
tor of the Southwest School of Biblical Studies in Austin, Texas will answer questions. If you have a question 
you would like brother Meador to consider, please send it to him - or us. Not every question can be answered, 
but over time most will be presented. joseph Meador is well qualified to give Bible answers to Bible questions. 
He is scholarly and has many earned letters after his name [which both he and we decline to use], but most of 
all he is Biblical - and that's what counts. Welcome, brother Meador, we feel confident that you will provide 
good, scriptural information, after the style and manner of question and answer editors of the past in our 
brotherhood.) 

Question: 
"In the churches I attended while growing up, 

we sang about seeking God 'beyond the secret page' 
and about being ' rekindled with fire from above.' 
But since I didn't hear anyone describe what that 
might be like or testify to that happening, I assumed 
it probably didn't happen - though I continue to 
suspect that God just might be up to something in 
our lives. How does God speak to us 'beyond the sa
cred page'? Does God give guidance by an inner 
nudge?" 

Answer: 

This question no doubt stems from a genuine 
and sincere desire to better understand how God 
works in our lives We live in an age when questions 
such as these are in the minds of many people, most 
of whom seem genuinely interested in searching for 
divine Truth. Yet, because there are so many contra
dictory opinions and beliefs in regard to how God 
works and how his Spirit operates in our lives, the 
sincere child of God must be careful lest he stray 
past the knowledge which is provided in the Bible. 

First, the familiar hymns alluded to in this ques
tion were written by Protestant denominationalists 
who had a different view of God's working through 
the agency of the Holy Spirit upon the lives of man 
than what is described in the New Testament. As one 
preacher among us has so aptly stated regarding the 
songs that we sing: "It is just as wrong to sing a lie as 
it is to tell a lie." That is particularly true when it 
comes to spreading the seeds of denominational er
ror whether by song or sermon. In other words, doc
trinal purity is determined by Scripture- not songs. 

Second, because of the intense emphasis in our 
society upon the merit of intuitive feelings many be
lievers are apparently content to allow emotionalism 
to control their faith preferences regardless of the 
Bible's teaching concerning the doctrinal issues in
volved. In essence, the philosophy of Romanticism, 
which is supported today by a reliance upon moral 
pragmatism, encourages one to accept almost any re
ligious view as being the will of God - as long as it 
"feels" right. Therefore, in many instances, a person 
is ready to confirm his or her faith as scriptural as 
long as it is validated by the individual's own emo
tional experience. Such a non-objective (relative) 
standard for determining the will of God has, in re
cent years, replaced the Bible as the objective stan
dard to which faithful Christians have always ap
pealed for divine knowledge. 

In our secular age man has become the standard 
for determining truth (see Rom. 1:18-23). The secu
larization of many congregations among us has now 
grown to such an extent that God's Word is often 
left out of consideration when faith and practice are 
being determined. Now, virtually every individual 
has become an unfettered authority on "the mysteri
ous working of God in my life." Personal feelings 
and experiences have become "God's inner nudges." 
Still others feel so comfortable as to teach that God, 
somehow and through some unexplainable Spirit 
working, "enables" them to live the Christian life. 
However, for us to know assuredly what it is that 
God does and does not do for us, let us ask simply: 
"What does the Bible teach?" 

First, God directs us today only through the au
thority of Jesus Christ, vested in his all-sufficient 
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Word, the Bible (2 Sam. 23:2; john 12:48-50; Col. 
3:17). -

Second~ this same re~ealed Word of God is ver
bally inspired (inerrant and infallible). Therefore, 
the Bible is our only objettive standard for determin
ing God's expressed will12 Tim. 3:16-17; Jude 3). 

Third, the Truth of Cod's will is knowable and 
understandable only through a diligent study of the 
Bible Uohn 8:31-32; Epq:. 3:1-4; 1 Cor. 4:15; 2 Tim. 
2:15). 

The .. knowledge of. God does not enter man 
through some better felt :than told means, nor does it 
mysteriously come thrqugh some enabling "inner 
nudge" or "direct Spirjt leading." Rather, God's 
Spirit has made known .his will for all men through 
the written Word. Th~. Bible, God's instrumental 
Word, is living and powerful to quicken the heart of 
man (Psa. 119:50; Heb. 4:12). Nowhere in Holy 
Writ does any inspired man talk about feeling some 
nudge, or hug, or supposition, or fanciful and myste
rious moving that would lead him in paths of righ
teousness. No where does the Bible speak of infor
mation and direction seeping in through the pores of 
the skin. Such talk is simply not found in the Bible. It 
is found only among uninspired persons who are not 
directed by divine revel~tion. 

In addition, the Word of God illuminates (Psa. 
119:130); the Word keeps one from destructive liv
ing (Psa. 17:4); the Word converts (Psa. 19:7); the 
Word convicts (Acts 2:37); the Word sanctifies Uohn 
17: 17), the Word makes righteous (Rom. 5: 19); the 
Word promotes growth in grace (1 Pet. 2:2); the . 
Word makes one free ijohn 8 :32); the Word begets (1 
Cor. 4:15;James 1:18); the Word saves Uames 1:21). 
There is not one single thing that people all too hast
ily attribute to the necessity of a direct operation or 
enabling of the Holy Spirit that God's inspired, all
sufficient Word does not provide (2 Pet. 1:3). 

Finally, as we seek to establish how it is that God 
today motivates and guides us to greater service, 
may we hear carefully the teaching of the apostle 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:1-2: 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gos
pel which I preached. unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye stand; By which 
also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in 
vain. 
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Southwest School of Biblical Studies 
8900 Manchaca Road 

Austin, TX 78748 
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~~invited to. adeAu:l 
-Graduation Weekend ·ea-
1Bth Annual Graduation Services 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
Worship- 10:30 am. and 6:00p.m. 

Graduation Service - 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday • July 21. 1996 

Graduation Speaker 
-Jackie Steersman

Director, Florida School of Preaching 

Graduation Banquet 
Thursday· July 18 • 7:00p.m. 

-Garland Elkins
Memphis, Tennessee 

Other events include our fourth quarter 
Special Studies Seminar 

Friday • July 19 
Southwest Chapel Hall 

-Selected Topic-
"The Book of Ezekiel" 

Visiting Southwest Lecturer 
-Jackie Steersman-

• • • • • 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road · Austin, Texas 78748-5399 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 



Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., P .0. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or R.C. Ra7~~~ ~33-5274. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Brolcing, preacher. 

-Arkansas-

-Florida-
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lccant~ ;r~ .:._ Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 795-6178. 

Gainesville- 39th. A;e· Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

jacksonville- Lake F~r~st Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 

Lakeland- 1807 So~th.FI~rida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida Sch~~l.o! rreaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.,'!~~· ?;30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872) .••••• 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Ton.Y.'!~I!ams, youth minister. 

..:... Michigan -
Garden City- 1657 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Fred Davis, 
minister. (313) 422-8660 off., 427-4416 res. 1-
275 to Ford ~d. Exit to Middlelbelt, n. 2 blks. 

~ Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St.,· 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 7].~-.1~1· 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., ·55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WjlV 12, 6:30a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
Farmington - Sunr:y • Vie~ Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City- Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hanley Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m.]. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
minister. (3/4 miles ~e!t. <!f.Mobile Hwy.) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 

977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 

- California -
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr . . . . . . 
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. 

oentral 
Cauaca OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93217. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m; 9~1!e. Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 P.·!D; {1;1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W of 
Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 497-
0240 

-Idaho-
jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher. 

-Indiana-

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship. 
Fairborn, near Dayi~r: ·a~d Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central. (513) 878-0452. D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., SWl. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 
minister. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-

-Colorado-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., p.m., call786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

h h f h 6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. - Pennsylvan·la -Craig- Downtown C urc o C rist, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 - Louisiana -
p.m. 824-2630 Melvi~.E}l!~tt, min. 824-7040• Morgan City- 8th and Clothelde Street Church 

Metro-Denver Area of Christ, P.O. Box 1756, 70380. Sun. 10, 11 
Englewood Church of Christ a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (504) 384-5383. 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 Cornelius C. Abbott III, preach'er. 

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 
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- South Carolinp -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 12ls S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

. r.: 

-Tennessee-; .. 
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Form-
dation Lectureship. • • • • • ·· 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd.,·P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Memphis - Knight • A:n~id Ch~tch of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. ..... 
Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Plcway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. · ..... 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. ..... 
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of1HE Faith. • 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. ..... 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst -Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, Eddie 
Whitten, preachers. • • • • • 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p:m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. • • • • • 

Lubboclc - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S plm. 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
- Texas - (903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 Roanoke - Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South- (817) 491-2388, Lynn Blair, minister. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in English and Spanish.) ..... 
San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, prea~~e~ ••• 
San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. t · • • · • · 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg- u;uid; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton - Hampt~~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Max Meadows - Ft: Chi;,;ell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. Y2 mile S. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., (307) 638-7466. 

Sheridan - Northsid~ • Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

• The World Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) •••••••••.••...•..••..•••••••••••••••••.••...••• $3.00 
• Beautiful Star (13-lesson study of the book of Esther) •. ~ .............•••••..•.••••...•...........• $2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) ....................................... $2.00 
• 5 Minutes with the Master (50 5-minute sennons) ................................................... $2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It •.•......•.•...................•••.•...•...•.......... $2.00 
• Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 1 (study of 13 Bible words) .................................... $2.50 
• Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 2 (study of 13 more Bible words) .......................... $2.50 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson study) .................................................................. $1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson study) .............................................. $2.00 

- Some of brother Smith's books have aged, but the message the' proclaim will never grow old.-

Order a complete set of books for yourself and a friend for the special price of 
$9.95 peT set plus shipping. 

Books sold individually for the price listed plus shipping. 
Please send no money. We will be glad to bill :YOU. 

- Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 -
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed especially to 
accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related 
maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm 
Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and dis
pl~y ads must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must 
be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Congregation of 200 looking for full-time associate 
minister. Present minister going into mission work 
1997. Experience preferred. Salary based on ex
perience and education. Send r~sum~ and videotape 
(recent AM sermon and introduction of family, if 
married) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 
Troy Road, Collinsville, IL 62234 (618) 667-6708 
Wanted: We arc in need of an experienced, 
conservative minister of the Gospel. The 
congregation is led by 3 elders and averages 180 in 
attendance. Salary is negotiable and housing is 
furnished. Please send a r&um~ and a tape of recent 
sermons. (Either audio or video.) Send to: The 
Elders, W. Carpenter Rd. Church of Christ, G· 
2296 W. Carpenter Rd., Flint MI 48505 

Mid-Missouri congregation, 60 members, self
supporting, seeking conservative gospel preacher. 
Please send r~sum~ to Truman Road Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 29, Higginsville, MO 64037. 
The church in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full-time 
minister. Please send r~sum~ and tape (if possible) 
to Search Committee, P.O. Box 3824, Estes Park, 
co 80517. 
Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains of Morgan 
County seeks energetic preacher. Ideal for ex
military or retired couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Contact Matt 
Morrison (915) 674-2638. 

likes to visit visitors and members of the 
congregation. We are located about 2 hours drive 
south of Dallas on deep end of Cedar Creek Lake. 
Small in number but want to grow. Most of our 
members are retired and live on or near the lake. If 
interested write or send resume: Elders, Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 395, Malakoff, TX 74148. 

Accepting r~sum~s for a rulpit minister for the 
Piedmont Road Church o Christ, Marietta, GA. 
R~sum~s may be submitted until July 26, 1996, to 
the elders at the church building. Address 1630 
Piedmont Road, Marietta, GA 30066- (770) 971-
9933. 

West Texas congregation of approximately 300 
families seeks an experienced pulpar minister. Please 
send r~sum~ to C. A. Prichard, Chairman, Search 
Committee, 600 N.W. 16th, Andrews, TX 79714. 
Fax (915) 523-6448. 

Birdwell's Chapel Church of Christ seeking a sound 
gospel preacher. Contact Barry Jarvis (615) 452· 
7859 or Allen Buder (615) 325-2664. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher, 58, married, wants to relocate in general 
area of N. TX or S. OK with congregation of SO
l 00. Have been with church in Eunice, LA for 17 
years. BSE and MA from ACU in 1959 and 1964. 
For r~sum~, references, and info., write jerry A. 
Price, 331 S. 4th, Eunice, LA 70535, or call 318· 
546-0347. Need to be nearer aging parents. 

Have KJV Bible; will travel. Call (810) 475-1608. Full-time evangelist. Salary and benefits included. 
Ann: Elders, Eric Church of Christ, 2317 W. 
Grandview Blvd., Eric, PA 16506. Call (ch. bldg.). Preacher, 36, married, desires to relocate. Graduate 
(814) 838-4866. of East Tennessee Schdol of Preaching and 

Missions. For r~sum~ (413) 774-5090 or Forrest 
Jackson, P.O. Box 322, Greenfield, Mass. 01302 

For Sale 
Immediate need for prison minister; sound in the 
faith; evangelistically motivated; who has (or can 
raise) his own support; to work in two prisons in 
Vacaville, California, with other local workers. 
Contact: Church of Christ, 401 Fir St., Vacaville, 
CA 95688. Phone (707) 448-5085. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Boolcfinders, 

If you can fish for fish and fish for men, you would 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
enjoy preaching for us. We need a minister who buy religious books and libraries. 

Books to Inform you ••• 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring 8c Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to1 $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 

Power Lectureship Books: The Major Prophets 
(1995 lectureship). The Minor Prophets (1990). The 
Prouitknce of God (1989). Order &om POWER 
Publications, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven MS 38671·0128. Each book 
$15.00 plus $2.00 shipping 8c handling. Multiple 
orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, .11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1·800·805-n92 for our &cc academic 
catalog. Southwest School of Bible Studies, Austin, 
Texas. 

Claxton Church of Christ Homecoming, "Claxton 
at 45," Aug. 16·18, 1996. For information: Roscoe 
Fields, 442 Henderson Rd., Knoxville, TN 37931, 
(423) 945-2331, E-mail: roscoef@esper.com. 

Missionary couple looking for congregation to 
support us in Latin America. Long-time experience 
in Latin America and Europe. Fluent in Spanish. 
Send your correspondence to Missions Ministry, 
P.O. Box 655, Graton, CA 95444. 

Missionary needs support. Experienced missionary 
needs additional $1,000 support per month to cover 
living costs. Already on field. You may take over 
$100, $200 or more. Write to HJD, P.O. Box 48, 
A-2380 Perchtoldsdorf, Austria-Europe. Supervising 
congregation: Parle Heights Church of Christ, 
Hamilton, TX. 

Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Planning retirement? Too little income? My 
answer-support yourself in the Lord's work where 
needed. Truly ground floor opportunity-unique 
electronic air purifiers-home, auto, commercial
inexpensive. Solve many breathing problems. 
Removes dust, smoke, bacteria, odors, gases, mold, 
dander, dust mite waste. Malec over $100,000 
annually with new luxury car bonus. Information
call Ken Franklin (retired gospel preacher), 1-800-
708-6237 or write 3903 Butternut Ct., Brandon 
FL 33511. 

• Sermons That Save by Robert R. Taylor Jr. ..............•.........•...............•...•.............•........... $7.95 
• Among the Scholars by David Hester ............................................................................... $6.95 
• Creation Compromises by Bert Thompson ................................................................... $10.95 
• Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals by William Woodson and J. E. Choate ....... $18.95 
• The Eternal Kingdom by F. W. Mattox ............................................................................ $11.00 
• Change Agents and Churches of Christ by William Woodson .............................•...•..... $6.95 

Tbese are excellent books to add to your own library. Tbey make wonderful gifts. 

Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. 
Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 
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1996 Lectureship 
Hartsville Pike Church of Cluist 

The Bible - Can It Be Trusted? 

August 9-11 

Friday, August 9 
7:00 p.m ................... Singing led by Tom Holland 

Can the Bible Be Trusted as Our Standard for Moral Behavior? ................ Tom Holland 
Are the moral values in the Bible practical for us today? 

8:00 p.m ................... Can the Bible Be Trusted as a Guide to Raise Our Families? .................... Tom Holland 
Will following its principles produce the best society? 

Saturday, August 10 
8:30 a.m ................... Registration 

9:00 a.m . .................. Can the Bible Be Trusted to Be from God? ................... .............................. Keith Parker 
What is the evidence that the Bible is inspired of God? 

10:00 a.m ................... Can the Bible Be Trusted About Our Source of Existence? .................. Charles Mullins 
Is the story of creation myth, poetry, or literal? 

11 :00 a.m ................... Can the Bible Be Trusted to Be Translated Correctly? ................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
Can we be sure that what we have is what they wrote? 

12:00 p.m ... .' ............... Lunch will be served 

1 :00 p.m ................... Can the Bible Be Trusted to Be True Scientifically? .................................. Rolland Pack 
Though it isn't a science book, is it true to science? 

2:00 p.m ................... Can the Bible Be Trusted as Our Pattern for the Church Today? ............ .... Steve Kirby 
Is it simply a reflection of culture or God's plan today? 

Sunday, August 11 
1 0:00 a.m ................... You Can Positively Without a Doubt, Trust the Bible! .......................... Charles Williams 

"All scripture is given by the inspiration of God" (1 Tim. 3:16). 

Charles R. Williams, Director 
744 Hartsville Pike • Gallatin, Tennessee 37066 • (615) 452-2530 

Tom Holland Steve Kirby 
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When Does Sermon 
Preparation Begin? 

By Jess Hall Jr. 

In giving the limited commission, Jesus told his 
disciples that they did not need to "take 
thought" about what they wou ld say when 

they were delivered up because he would give it to 
them in that hour. Given the agonizing hours that 
preachers spend just in determining the subject upon 
which they shall preach, not to men tion the add i
tional hours in developing that subject, being "deliv
ered up" may seem to some a small price to pay for 
receiving sermons without having to "take thought." 
Could it be that, for many, preparation is made more 
difficult than it shou ld be because it starts too late? 

Sermon preparation begins long before that mo
ment when the preacher retires to his study to put 
pen to paper. The preacher who does not understand 
this will find that time spent in the study is a dreadful 
and depressing experience. Sermon preparation be
gins with the preacher's heart - how he lives ; in
volves the preacher's ears- how he listens; and con
siders the preacher's congregation- how he loves. 

Preparation begins with the life of the preacher. 
That which comes from the preacher 's heart is more 
apt to go to the hearer's heart. The preacher cannot 
share what he does not possess; he cannot reveal 
what he has not seen. Lives cannot be changed by 
eloquent hearsay. Isaiah was a great preacher be
cause his eyes had seen the King, the Lord of Hosts 
(Isa. 6:5). The apostles were great preachers because 

they preached that which they had seen and heard. 
(1 John 1:1-3). Their preaching was not a theoretical 
dictum but a declaration ; it was not an argument but 
an announcement; it was not propaganda but an in
fecting contagious proclamation that Jesus Christ 
was the Son of God. 

Once the preacher has the fire of God burning 
within him, it is time to listen to the sounds of life. 
Understand people; understand what is happening in 
the world; understand the circumstances in which 
people find themselves; understand the relation of 
God's Word to both the people and the world. Like 
a mighty Colossus, with one foot in God's Word and 
the other in God's world, the preacher brings the 
Word of God to bear upon the needs of man. 

Finally, before a preacher puts pen to paper, he 
needs to love his hearers. He needs to place himself 
in their place. He needs to stand in the pulpit in an 
empty building, see the fo lks who will worship there 
Sunday, and ask what will help them in their 
struggles. Can the preacher who honestly loves his 
hearers really conclude that they will be helped by a 
debate over the au thorship of some biblical book, a 
browbeating about the preacher's pet peeve, or a 
lecture on the techn icalities of the Greek or He
brew? Can the preacher who honestly loves his hear
ers rea lly conclude that they will be helped by doc
trine without application? 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Fellowship and Revelation 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Real unity is the result of accepting truth, 
all else is sham and pretense. Truth, by 
its nature, can only teach one thing. If 

one person says something and another person 
says a contradictory thing, then either the first 
person is wrong and the second person is right, 
or the first person is right and the second per
son is wrong, or they are both wrong, but they 
cannot both be right; that is the nature of truth. 
The essential oneness of truth is a self-evident and a universally 
recognized maxim. 

No sane person would deny this verity. 
"If we walk in the light [truth], as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship one with another" (1 John 1:7). 
If you and I speak the truth, we are in agreement. If you speak 

a truth and I an untruth, we are not in agreement. This proposi
tion is unmistakable and unanswerable. 

An untruth is a lie. Truth is a fact. A given position is either fact 
or lie and cannot be both. To imply the Bible teaches conflicting 
things on the same subject is to assert the sacred Scriptures are un
reliable and treacherous. Since God is the author of the Bible, to 
say the Bible teaches contradictory things is to accuse God of being 
a liar - and that is blasphemy. To revile God is to be accursed. 

Agreement is of God, because God is true. Division is of the 
devil, because he is the father of lies. 

It follows, as the night the day, that unity is the result of ac
cepting truth. In unity there is harmony and strength. Conse
quently, we should cherish, defend, and promote truth. Con
versely, we should abhor, oppose, and defeat untruth. 

What is truth? 
Jesus is full of grace and truth (John 1:14). Jesus is the truth 

(John 14:6). The Holy Spirit is the spirit of truth (John 14:17). 
The spirit of truth comes from the heavenly Father (John 15:26). 
God's Word is truth (John 17: 17). The gospel is truth (Gal. 2:14). 

It boils down to this: To know, love, and obey the teaching of 
Jesus is to be of the truth; to reject, di$credit, and disobey the 
teaching of Jesus is to resist and defame truth. 

Those who love and obey the truth of the gospel are united; 
those who follow their own will instead of the will of Christ cause 
division. To follow truth is to promote unity. To ignore truth 
causes division. Jesus prayed that his disciples of all ages be united 
on the basis of the teaching of the apostles, which is t ruth (John 



17:20-21). Those who faithfully follow truth are answering the 
prayer of Jesus; those who misunderstand, misrepresent, and mis
use truth are frustrating his prayer. 

It is sinful for one who knows truth to make compromise with 
error. To side with truth is noble. To side with error is shameful. 
When it comes to the revelation of God's will, we are either right 
or wrong - there is no in-between. 

If we love the truth and follow it, we are in league with all 
other lovers of the truth ; if we despise the truth and disobey it, we 
are in company with all other unbelievers. You cannot serve both 
God and mammon. You cannot be on the side of truth and unity 
and at the same time be on the side of error and division. 

If a person rejects the teaching of the Bible on any given 
subject, he has refused truth and embraced error. He has denied 
unity and promoted division. Those who deny baptism involves 
immersion and resurrection are guilty of dividing. Teachers who 
say that baptism is not "for" the remission of sins deny revela
tion and, thereby, deny Jesus. People who accept mechanical in
struments in worship of God, instead of offering a sacrifice of 
harmonious human voices, are disturbers of peace - it is sin. 
Teachers who deny the verbal inspiration of the sacred Scriptures 
rend the body of Christ. The list goes on and on and includes ev
ery aspect of the nature, purpose, and work of the church for 
which Jesus died. 

A person who honors the Bible and follows carefully its every 
precept is a promoter of unity and an enemy of division. There is 
no alternative. 

Teachers in denominational bodies, universally, reject truth 
and follow error. They divide, dissect, and destroy. They 
are hateful to God, who is truth. They are children of the 

devil, who is the father of lies. 
To hold to· truth and unity is to follow a narrow path. It is not 

a broad way. "Many are called. Few are chosen." The majority is 
usually wrong. To be hungry to follow a multitude is to lay the 
groundwork for division and become the foe of truth and unity. 
The pressure to get on the bandwagon and go with the crowd is so 
great that even the elect are sometimes deceived. 

Having multiplied these words, I now call your attention to 
some statements made by Mark Henderson and Bill Banowsky at 
the latest ACU annual lectureship. The lectureship, by the way, 
was directed by William Young, who is, of course, responsible for 
its content. 

First Henderson: 

Another preacher asked me to meet him at the Ministerial 
Fellowship's weekly prayer meeting. Ours is the only Church of 
Christ in Boulder, so I accepted the chance to meet these co l
leagues in ministry, though I had some anxiety about how we 
would deal with our many differences. 

I needn't have worried. Those 15 or 20 men didn't come to

gether to debate; they came together each week to get to the se
rious business of prayer .... As I sat there, a silent observer for 
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the better part of an hour, I found a lump form
ing in my throat while I listened to these men 
from so many different fellowships unite with 
one voice before the Lord for the sake of each 
other and for the sake of the lost of Boulder. Fi
nally, I interrupted and told them who I was and 
which church I was from. I told them about 
struggles we were facing in our church, and 
asked for their prayers. Nothing in my experi
ence could have prepared me for what hap
pened next. For the next ten minutes, all they 
did was pray for me and our congregation. They 
prayed God would give me a powerful ministry 
and that our church would be an effective wit
ness for the sake of the kingdom. Many words 
were said by a Baptist, a Presbyterian, someone 
from a Reformed church, the preacher at a com
munity church, another from a Charismatic fel
lowship, but I will never forget the prayer of a 
man I later learned preaches for the Assembly of 
God fellowship. He only knows how to pray at 
full throttle. . •. As I listened to the voices of all 
those men, whom many of us have regarded as 
enemies, flooding me and flooding us with their 
prayers, great tears of release began to roll down 
my cheeks as I received that anointing with the 
precious oil of unity. 

Now, Banowsky: 
(Banowsky began by speaking of (1) The mystery 
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of Christ; (2) The universality of Christ; and (3) The 
indwelling of Christ. Near the end of his speech he 
made the following statements.) 

How do we concede that Christ may be enlight
ening others without opening Pandora's box? 
How do we join hands with our committed al
lies in the fierce fight for morality without being 
so worried about where they worship? ..• And 
how do we honor men like Doctor James Dob
son who has done so much to save our families? 
... We fear opening the door, even a tiny crack 
lest we have no place to stop. Let us start and let 
us stop with the person of Christ .... Christ said, 
... 'I am the good shepherd. I know mine own 
and mine own know me. And many other sheep 
have I which are not of this fold. And them also 
must I bring.' Who are the other sheep? Where 
is this other fold? .•. All personal relationship 
with Christ was not faith and reason, neither 
was it faith through reason. It was faith not rea
son. The heart has reason that reason does not 
know. ... In the last analysis, brethren, not a 
proof-text but experience of Christ is the irre
futable argument. Even our own brotherhood 
rationalists, who may appear to prefer doctrinal 
logic, actually end up as we do in the leap of 
faith •••• This next point is a clearly personal and 
painful problem to me of how to treat all of 
t~es~ television preachers. • •• How do I fairly 
treat these charismatics? Well, instinctively I join 
John - 'Master, we saw one casting out demons 
in they name and we forbade him because he 
followeth not with us.' But jesus said, 'Forbid 
him not. For he that is not against you is for 
you.'1 

1Banowsky seems oblivious to the fact that Jesus was talking 
about people who were in agreement with him and not about 
people who taught a different doctrine, and thereby opposed 
him. If I teach the truth of the gospel and you do the same, it 
would be wrong for me to forbid you, but if I teach the truth 
of the good news and you teach error, it is right for me to 
forbid you, and show the error of your teaching, and warn 
people that to follow you would be to forsalce Christ and be 
eternally lost. jesus said, "He that is not with me is against 
me• (Matt. 12:30). He did not contradict himself because a 
house divided against itself cannot stand. To teach "in the 
name of Jesus• is to teach with his authority and by his ap
proval. The men John talked about were casting out demons 
"in the name of Jesus.• The men Banowsky is talking about 
teach a different (perverted) doctrine and therefore do not 
teach "in the name• of jesus. 
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Well, that gives you the flavor and gist of the 
Henderson and Banowsky speeches at the most re
cent ACU lectureship. These two men, with the clear 
endorsement and approval of the university, advo
cated feeling over fact, and emotion over truth, 
which led them to embrace division over unity. 
They proposed open fellowship with all denomina
tions even if it meant sacrificing the truth of the 
gospel. 

To Banowsky, at least, logic is a bugaboo. He 
who follows his mind has no heart, and he who fo l
lows his heart can forget about reason, according to 
Bill Banowsky (who, strange to say, spent a large 
part of his adult life in education). Bill, I hope you 
will not consider me rude if I say that I will take you 
on in any forum and at any time on this issue. 

Banowsky wants Christ but not truth and seems 
oblivious to the New Testament teaching that Jesus 
is truth, and the Holy Spirit guided the apostles in all 
truth, and that Jehovah is a God of truth. 

We are made free by knowing truth Uohn 8:32). 
Those who hear the truth hear the voice of Jesus 
Uohn 18:37). We can come to the knowledge of the 

truth (1 Tim. 2:4). The church is the pillar and 
ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3: 15). We can believe 
and know the truth (1 Tim. 4:3). 

It is also possible for us to besmirch truth. We can 
hold the truth in unrighteousness (Rom. 1:18). We 
can change the truth into a lie (Rom. 1:18). We can 
not obey the truth (Gal. 5:7). We can receive 
not the love of the truth (2 Thess. 2:1 0). We can be
lieve not the truth (2 Thess. 2: 12). We can err con
cerning the truth (2 Tim. 2: 15). We can ever learn but 
never come to a knowledge of the truth (2 Tim. 3:7). 
We can sin will fu lly after knowing the truth (Heb. 
10:26). We can lie against the truth Games 3 :14). 
Jesus said, "He that believeth not shall be damned." 

Thank God, it is also possible for us to know, 
and know that we know, the truth. "Ye shall know 
the truth" Uohn 8:32). "Let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly" (Acts 2:36). We can read and un
derstand the words of Jesus and the prophets (Matt. 
24:15; Mark 7:14) We can understand Paul's knowl
edge in the mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:4). By faith we 
understand the worlds were framed by the Word of 
God (Heb. 11:3). 
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Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying 
the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love 
of the brethren, see that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of 
man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away; But the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is 
the word which by the gospel is preached unto 
you (1 Pet. 1:22-25). 

Truth saves and makes us free. We must continue 
to exalt the truth of the gospel and never give our
selves over to whim and fancy. When we receive and 
obey the words of Jesus- the words by which we 
will one day be judged - we will and should feel 
good, but the order is faith based on revelation (Ro
mans 10:17) and then emotion- not the other way 
around. 

The unity commanded in the New Testament is 
unity based on truth ... a unity that prizes truth 
above emotion ... a unity that grows out of having an 
absolute objective standard and conforming to it ab
solutely ... a unity that compels recognition andre
jection of every·false way. · · · · · ·· ·· '' · · 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world. 

Trying the spirits and branding the false prophets 
is necessary for good - both theirs and ours. 
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When Does Sermon 
Preparation Begin? 
(continued from page 1) 

The efficacy of preaching diminishes in relation
ship to the size of the "great gulf fixed'' between the 
preacher and the pew. According to one poll, com
mon complaints about sermons from hearers were: 
1) too many complex ideas; 2) too much analysis 
and too little answers; 3) too formal and too imper
sonal; 4) too much theological jargon; 5) too propo
sitional and too few illustrations; and 6) too many 
sermons reach a dead end and give no guidance to 
commitment and action. These are problems that 
can't be solved without preparation prior to retiring 
to the study. 

The gospel addresses and assumes the forms of 
real people's lives or it does not exist at all. It is 
not theoretical or academic; it is blood and bone, 
gut and marrow. It speaks to. human hurts and 
hopes~ to specific needs and possibilities, or it 
does not speak at all Uohn Killenger, Fundamen
tals of Preaching, Fortress Press, 1985, p. 23). 

· . 10880 Memorial Dr. 
Houston, TX 77024 

(Editor's musing: In nothing do we deal more di
rectly with the needs of people than when we affirm 
the death of Christ, the blood of the cross, the nature 
of the church, the plan of salvation, and the hope of 
heaven. Peter's magnificent sermon on Pentecost day 
is a perfect example of good preaching because he 
spoke as the Spirit gave him utterance. You can't beat 
inspiration.) F, 
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The Inconsistency of the Mormon's 
Dodrine of Polygamy 

By David R. Kenney 

'

he book of Exodus contains an important 
event in the life of Moses. In Exodus 4:24-26 
we see an example of the importance of keep

ing a covenant with God and the peril of neglect. 
Circumcision of a male was the symbol of God's 
covenant with the descendants of Abraham. All male 
children were to be circumcised on the eighth day 
(Gen. 17:9-14). 

Moses was approached by God to go to Egypt to 
lead the Israelites out of bondage. God sent Moses' 
brother Aaron with him since Moses complained he 
was a poor speaker (Ex. 4:10, 14). 

Before Moses left to go to Egypt, his wife 
Zipporah bore him a son named Eliezer. Zipporah 
was a Midianite, thus not concerned with the cov
enant made with Abraham's descendants. Moses did 
not insist on the child's circumcision and neglected 
to keep the covenant. As great a man as Moses was, 
God would have killed him for neglecting to keep 
the covenant. 

This short passage teaches us lessons about the 
importance of doing what we should, not procrasti
nating, and choosing a faithful companion who has 
respect for the law of God. 

One of the distinguishing doctrines of Mormon
ism is polygamy. Polygamy is defined as having more 
than one husband or wife at one time. Polygamy 
originated n~t with God, but with a man named 
Lamech (Gen. 4:19). 

In direct opposition to the teaching of Jesus 
Christ in Matthew 19:4-9, the Mormons embraced 
polygamy. Not only were they permitted to have 
multiple wives, they were required to do it to reach 
the highest heaven. Joseph Smith at Nauvoo, Ill., on 
July 12, 1843, made the following "revelation" con
cerning polygamy from the Lord: 

For behold, I reveal unto you a new and ever
lasting covenant [polygamy]; and if ye abide not 
that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one 
can reject this covenant and be permitted to en
ter into my [Lord's] glory (Doctrine and Cov
enants 132:4). 

So, not only was one permitted to have multiple 

wives, it was demanded to progress into the highest 
heaven (Mormons believe there are three heaven
kingdoms and three levels in the highest of three 
heavens). Not only did Joseph Smith's "revelation" 
contradict the Bible, but it also contradicted his Book 
of Mormon Uacob 1:15; 2:24; 3:5; Mosiah 11:2). 

In 1847 the Mormons entered the Great Salt 
Lake Valley in an effort to escape persecution for 
their views and practices. Utah was owned by Mexico 
and would be ceded to the United States in March 
1848 in accordance with the Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo (The Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, New 
York, The Christian Literature Company, p. 1579). 

The Mormons organized their own government, 
and on March 10, 1849 they drafted a constitution. 
This constitution formed what was called the "State 
of Deseret" with Brigham Young as governor (Mar
guerite Cameron, This Is the Place, Idaho: The 
Caxton Printers, Ltd. pp. 154-255). 

The Mormons dwelt rather independently of 
federal law until the Organic Act of 1850 created the 
Territory of Utah. Mormons were free to engage in 
polygamy as required by Joseph Smith. Mormons 
petitioned for statehood in 1849 and 1856 but were 
denied admittance into the Union. 

In 1882 the Edmunds Bill was passed by Congress 
making polygamy illegal. When the Mormons failed 
to comply with the law, the United States threatened 
to send the U.S. Cavalry to confiscate all their prop
erty and disperse them. Ironically, the leader of the 
Mormons, Wilford Woodruff, had a relieving "rev
elation." On Sept. 29, 1890, Woodruff issued a 
Manifesto which was approved (voted on) by the 
general conference on Oct. 6, 1890. The Mormons 
cited Doctrine and Covenants 124:49 as a loophole 
for getting out of the revelation of Joseph Smith (as 
well as other false prophecies of Smith in the past) 
(Marguerite Cameron, This Is the Place, p. 131). 

The Mormons were no longer required to keep 
the everlasting covenant of polygamy. The cavalry 
left, and the threat of invasion was over. Six years 
later, Utah became a state. 
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It is quite amazing how the Mormons overcame 
their reputation and dark history. Many examples of 
this sinister history have been documented in numer
ous places, but the Mormon church has weathered 
them. 

In 1995, Turner Network Television released 
Riders of the Purple Sage based on Zane Grey's classic 
western novel which probably is the most famous 
western of all time. In the book and movie, a young 
lady named Jane Withersteen is being oppressed by a 
ruthless bunch of her church. She is being pressured 
to marry a man named Tull. Fortunately, maybe even 
providentially, she is rescued by Lassiter, an infamous 
gunslinger who hates this religious group. 

The movie fai led to mention the location and re
ligious group, but the book did not. The location 
was Utah, and the re ligious group was the Mormons. 
Tull and his cronies were killers and cattle rustlers. 
There was no mention in the movie that Tull was al
ready married, hence attempting a polygamous 
union (Zane Grey, Riders of the Purple Sage, New 
York, Grosset & Dunlap, p. 71). 

It is incredible that the most famous western of 
all time provides such an explicit proclamation of 
the Mormons' reputation, and the movie conve
niently omits these details and events to the point of 
not mentioning the state of Utah. Perhaps no one 
could believe this group of people could have a his
tory so sinister since they seem to be such nice 
people (and many of them are). 

Mormons do not desire to talk about these 
events and the implications of what happened. How 
could the God of Israel, who removed armies to pro
tect the Israelites when they kept his covenant, allow 
this to happen? Would God permit the threat of the 
U.S. Cavalry to change his will (Mal. 3 :6)? Did 
the Mormons lack the faith that God would protect 
them (Psa. 46)? How can a sincere God-seeking Mor 
mon rationalize these events? He can not. 

If a Mormon holds to the Bible, Book of Mor
mon, and Doctrine and Covenants, he is faced with 
an impossible dilemma and a religion plagued with 
numerous contradictions. The only way a person can 
have a religion of no contradictions and logical dif
ficulties such as this is to reject Joseph Smith as a 
prophet and his books, and accept the Bible as the 
sole authority for faith and practice. 
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To Change or Not to Change? 
By Dennis (Skip) Francis 

There has been tremendous pressure applied in 
recent ye~rs to change the message the church 
preaches, to change the methods used for get

ting the message across, and to change the moral 
ground on which the church stands. 

The agents of change say that the church and it's 
message has become irrelevant, and for it to become 
relevant again, change must occur. Talk seems to cen
ter around such issues as "tolerance," and "present
ability." It is suggested that the church should be
come tolerant of certain types of behavior or atti
tudes or that the church should become more pre
sentable to society to be accepted by more of that 
same society. 

In religious issues, change is good when it brings 
us closer to God and his ways. Change that takes us 
away from God and his teachings is, of course, bad. 

The apostle Paul, speaks about how some 
changed to become closer to God. "But God be 
thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which 
you were delivered. And having been set free from 
sin, you became slaves of righteousness" (Rom. 6:17-
18). Changing from slaves of sin to slaves of righ
teousness was good. 

Paul also wrote, "I marvel that you are turning 
away so soon from him who called you in the grace of 
Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; 
but there are some who trouble you and want to per
vert the gospel of Christ" (Gal. 1:6-7). 

The Galatians had obeyed the gospel but had 
changed and were turning away from Jesus Christ. In 
Galatians 3:1, Paul says to them, "Oh foolish Gala
tians! Who has bewitched you that you should not 
obey the truth." The Galatians had changed, but it 
was not good change. Further, those who were re
sponsible for their change were called "perverters of 
the gospel." 

There are good changes and some bad changes. 
Are the changes that modern-day critics of the 
church desire good or bad? 

Many today say that the church must become 
more tolerant. Tolerance, in the mind of some, means 
non-judgmental. To many, being non-judgmental 
means never saying that anything is wrong, except, of 

course, saying that being judgmental is wrong. 
In Luke 13:3, Jesus says, "But unless you repent, 

you will all likewise perish" and illustrates for us that 
he is not tolerant of sin! In Luke 19:45-46, we read 
how Jesus went into the temple and drove out the 
moneychangers, and then says to them, "It is written, 
My house is a house of prayer, but you have made it a 
den of thieves." This also illustrates that Jesus was 
not tolerant of those who defile God's house. 

Not only was Jesus intolerant of some things 
while he was on this earth, the Bible tells us that he 
will not be tolerant when he comes again. In 2 Thes
salonians 1:8, Paul tells us that Jesus will come with 
"flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not 
know God, and on those who do not obey the gos
pel." Jesus is most decidedly not tolerant of those 
who do not obey the gospel! 

God's Word does teach tolerance, but not toler
ance of sin. Rather, it teaches tolerance of people, not 
their behavior. God does not desire that anyone 
should perish, but that "all should come to repen
tance" (2 Pet. 3 :9). 

What about the presentability of the church 
and it's message? Should that be changed? 
Most of those who advocate changing the 

presentability of the church are talking about making 
the church more entertaining. They want fun and 
games. 

God is not the author of confusion but of peace. 
How confusing worship would be if the church ca
ters to each person's idea of fun and games. In verse 
40 of that same chapter, we are taught, "Let all things 
be done decently and in order" (1 Cor. 14:33). The 
Corinthian church turned the Lord's supper into fun
time, and some even got drunk (1 Cor. 11:21). This 
caused them to be guilty of the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ by taking it in this unworthy manner. 

Paul told us in Romans 1: 16 that the gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation. Further, in the first let
ter to the Corinthians, Paul says that it pleased God 
through the foolishness of the message preached to 
save those who believe (1 Cor. 1:21), and he decried 
the wisdom of this world which tells us that the mes
sage of the cross is foolishness. Paul says "For it is 
written: I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, a~d 
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bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent" 
(1 Cor. 1:19). He goes on to say, "Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world?" The message of 
the cross and the method of its presentation are not 
up to us. 

The church is not to be like a politician and take 
polls to see which way the wind is blowing and then 
go in that direction to gain votes and followers. The 
church is to be governed by principles - eternal 
principles. If that pleases men, good; if it does not, 
too bad for those who are displeased, but the church 
must not waver. The church is often counter-cultural, 
and that is what makes her a "city set upon a hill." 

We need not please the men of this world; on the 
contrary, the Scriptures teach that we are not to 
please men. Ephesians 6:6 tells us we are not to act 
"with eye-service, as mt;n-pleasers, but as bond-ser
vants of Christ." Paul tells us in Galatians 1: 10, "For 
if I stiU pleased men, I would not be a bondservant 
of Christ." 

Feel-good theology says that anything that makes 
you feel good is right. Christianity says obeying God 
is right and will give you peace -and that makes you 
feel good. There is a difference in saying that feeling 

good is the standard for conduct, and in saying that 
right conduct produces happiness. Some seem to say, 
"I know that I am right because I feel good." We 
ought to say, "I know that I am right because I obey 
the gospel, and that makes me feel good." 

Practicing feel-good theology has another detri
mental effect of even greater importance: one cannot 
be saved until one is convicted and convinced of his 
owJt sin. You cannot convince a person of his sin by 
using the "I'm OK, you're OK" methods which are 
advocated today. No one seeks God until he is con
vinced that he is a sinner and needs God. There is 
such a thing as "godly sorrow that works a repen
tance that is not to be repented of." 

Some advocates of feel-good theology say, "You 
can catch more flies with honey than with vinegar." 
That is true, but we seek the souls of men, not flies. 

Should the church change to be tolerant of sin or 
to be more entertaining? Not according to the Word 
of God! The Bible has not changed, people and their 
needs have not changed, the church should not 
change. 
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Missionary Pa$f - Rod Rutherford, editor 

So You Want to Be a Missionary? 
By Rod Rutherford 

E xperienced missionaries are 
often approached by fellow 
Christians with the inquiry: 

"I want to do m1Ss1on work, but 
don't know how to go about it. 
Where do I start?" 

Mission work is a most difficult, 
demanding work. Unless one is 

Rod Rutherford aware of what he is getting into and 

has made adequate preparation for it, his chances of 
doing an effective work in the mission field are slim. 
How does one become a missionary? 

Pray 

The first step toward the mission field is prayer. 
Tennyson uttered a profound truth when he wrote: 
"More things are wrought by prayer than this old 
world dreams of." Christians should never make 
crucial decisions in life without prayer. Our Lord 
prayed all night before choosing his twelve apostles 
(Luke 6:12-15). The apostle Paul pleaded for the 
prayers of the saints on behalf of the work in which 
he was engaged (Eph. 6:18-20; Col. 4:3-4; 1 Thess. 
5 :25). One who plans to go into the mission field 
should seek the counsel of older, wiser bre thren and 
solicit their prayers. 

Prepare 

Once one has made a firm commitment to serve the 
Lord in a mission field, he must begin specific prepa
ration to equip himself for the work. This prepara
tion should include a good general education. A mis
sionary must be able to adjust to a new culture. He 
may have to learn a new language. 

It is essential that he be able to communicate ef
fectively in both writing and speaking. A college edu
cation is usually the best way to achieve this. A mis
sionary especially must know the Bible from cover to 
cover. He must be able to instruct others in the Word 
of God, defend his faith, and answer false religions. 
Schools of preaching usually provide the strong bibli
cal foundation needed by a missionary. In addition to 
formal academic training, several years of practical 
experience gained from full-time work with a local 
church at home is extremely helpful. 

Plan 

Next one must choose a field of labor. Some of the 
factors to consider in choosing a field are: (1) recep
tivity of the people to the gospel; (2) the possibility 
of acquiring a missionary visa; (3) the needs of work 
already done or in progress and; (4) whether addi
tional missionaries are needed. 

If it is at all possible, the prospective missionary 
should make a survey trip to his chosen field before 
making a final commitment to it. It is wise for his 
wife to accompany him on this visit. The survey trip 
could be made in conjunction with a campaign or 
combined with holding gospel meetings or training 
series for churches in the field. 

Proceed 

Many Christians dream about going to a mission 
field someday, but few ever make a move in that di
rection. Once one is definitely committed to a field, 
he needs to begin working toward it as soon as pos
sible. The most difficult part of mission work now 
begins - finding the financial support to do the 
work. Half of the fund raising battle is won once one 
has found a sponsoring church. The sponsor must 
receive all finances for the work and stand behind 
the missionary and his family. A sponsoring church 
should be sound in the faith, stable, and have a 
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qualified leadership. It should be committed to the 
work to the extent it is willing to provide a substan
tial part of the missionary's support. 

Persevere 
In the media today, we hear a lot about "delinquent 
dads," men who father children but refuse to pro
vide for them financially, legally, morally, or spiritu
ally. All sound-thinking people will agree that a man 
who will not provide for his own is a pretty sorry 
specimen of humanity (1 Tim. 5 :8). 

A missionary can be a "delinquent dad" too if he 
begins a new work, then goes home before it is able to 
stand on its own. Many examples could be cited of 
"two-year wonders," missionaries who served long 

enough to baptize a handful of converts, and then 
headed home, leaving behind a group of babes in 
Christ who could not survive on their own. One must 
be committed enough to a work to stay until it can 
stand on its own. If necessity dictates his leaving ear
lier, he will help make provision for a replacement. 

A fruitful and faithful mission work does not 
simply "happen." It results from the labors of one 
who has prayed fervently, prepared fully, planned 
carefully, and proceeded diligently to convert the 
lost and organize them into a sound, self-governing, 
self-supporting, self-propagating congregation of 
Christ. P. 0. Box 751135 

Memphis, 1N 38175-1135 
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Does Sin Have a Name? 
By Cornelius C. Abbott Ill. 

S orne insist one cannot say, privately or publicly, 
that the saved of this earth are only members 
of the church of Christ or that all denom

inationalists are lost. In this vein, veins start popping 
out of some necks when you identify a heretic. It is 
assumed that such comments could only be made 
with a bad attitude. 

It is interesting that Christ and his apostles en
gaged in such teaching of restricted favor. 

One can say, either positively or negatively, pri
vately or publicly, corporately or individually, who 
compose the saved and the lost. The Bible is filled 
with examples. 

Christ condemned the Pharisees for their fake re
ligiosity. Jesus repeatedly called them hypocrites 
(Luke 12:1; Matt. 23:3, 13-15). Their inward parts 
were full of wickedness (Luke 11:39). Jesus noted 
that they valued what God hated (Luke 16: 15). On 
the mount he taught that our righteousness should 
exceed that of the Pharisees who were hypocrites 
(Matt. 5 :20). He told them that harlots and publi
cans would enter the kingdom of heaven before 
them- in their presence (Matt. 21:31-32). He said 
they were of their father the devil Uohn 8:44). He 
told them that they had neither God's Word nor his 
love Uohn 5 :38-42). He named their religious tradi
tions "vanity" (Matt. 15:7-9). 

Christ's public and direct condemnation was not 
reserved for the Pharisees only, but for all who re
jected him. He condemned his home town (Luke 

12 :i~~0~ound!~!~ 

4:24-27). He censured those who followed him for 
his bread, but not for his power Uohn 6:26). He 
pronounced the doom upon the Jews, unless they re
pented (Luke 13:1-5, 34). He condemned his be
trayer (Mark 14:21). 

Peter noted some of his hearers killed the one 
approved by God (Acts 2:22-23, 36) and put to 
death the Prince of Life (Acts 3:14-15). Stephen told 
them in no uncertain terms that their rejection was 
simply par for course (Acts 7:51-52). Paul told the 
Jews in Rome that they had closed their eyes, shut 
their ears and hardened their hearts (Acts 28 :24-27). 
For all history, Paul notes them as zealous but with
out knowledge and unsaved (Rom. 10:2-3). 

We know, by Peter's word, that Simon's heart 
was not right with God (Acts 8:21). Paul went on 
record to say how Elymus perverted the right ways 
of God (Acts 13:10). Men such as Hymenaeus, Phil
etus, Alexander and Diotrephes will be known for 
only one thing, that being they were written up by 
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God for all the world to see as being heretics. 
Paul told the Athenian intelligentsia that they 

were wrong in worshiping images of stone instead of 
serving a living God (Acts 17:22-34). Popery is con
demned (1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Thess. 2:3). Jesus hates the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans (Rev. 2:6). 

It is right to point out those in sin, but the 
counter is true also - the nomination of those who 
are exclusively saved. Jesus told the Samaritan 
woman that salvation is from the Jews Qohn 4:22). 
There is no difference between that situation and 
telling our denominational neighbors that salvation 
is in the church of Christ. There is a pattern for 
unity, which involves just one body, one hope, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God (Eph. 
4:4-6). Those who reject Christ are destroyed (Heb. 
10:28-31). God punished those who would destroy 
the church (1 Cor. 3: 17). True disciples must pro
claim that one is rejecting Christ and subverting his 
kingdom as long as he does not obey the gospel (1 
Pet. 4:17; 2 Thess. 1:7-9), or by not abiding in the 
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teaching of the New Testament (2 John 9-11). 
One motive for denying the right to name the 

saved and identify the lost may be failing to agree 
with what the Bible says about redemption. Who 
knows but that speaking the truth in love about the 
exclusivity of the church might turn a heart to God. 
You may condemn a soul with your silence. You may 
hold your peace, and in so doing hold back the sav
ing word a person may accept if only they heard the 
plain truth. 

When many turned back and walked with Jesus 
no more, he was disappointed, but did not run after 
them and offer a compromise to get them to come 
back. 

From that time many of his disciples went back, 
and walked no more with him. Then said Jesus 
unto the rwelve, Will ye also go away? Then Si
mon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And 
we believe a nd are sure that thou art that Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 917 Fig St. 
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Homosexuals: Is There Room 
for Everyone at the Table? 

By John T. lewis 

Michael S. Piazza, "Senior Pastor" of the al 
most totally homosexual "Cathedral of 
Hope Metropolitan Church" has per

verted the gospel of Christ to the furthest extreme in 
his article "There Must Be Room for All in the 
Church" (Dallas Morning News, July 1, 1995). 

Piazza twists the Holy Record to soothe his own 
perversion. He begins his devilish treatise by recall
ing his former days of involvement in his denomina
tion. But "one day the relationship came to an 
abrupt halt" when his church learned that he was 
"gay." ("Gay" is not the word that should be used 
for this man's lifestyle.) 

Homosexual is the word for this past-feeling 
perversion (1 Cor. 6:9-10). Only a "reprobate mind" 
would condone and participate in this ungodly activ
ity (Rom. 1:26-28). 

The word gay made its way into our society 
through the "politically correct" perverts that domi
nate most of our media and political system. Chris
tians need to call these people what they are - ho
mosexuals or perverts. 

Piazza, in his newspaper interview, appeals to 
God's love as endorsement for his ungodly behavior. 
He moans, "Wasn't the gospel the church preached 
-that God so loved the world- true?" 

Yes, it is true that God is love (1 John 4:8). But 
our society has deafened its ears to the fact that God 
is a God of justice as well. The prophet declared that 
this God of love "will not at all acquit the wicked" 
(Nahum 1:3). 

The beloved Savior will "take vengeance" upon 
all those not obeying the gospel (2 Thess. 1:7-9). The 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, in all their sexual 
perversion of chasing after "strange flesh," are 
forever an example of the "vengeance of eternal fire" 
for those engaging in such debauchery today Gude 7). 

God is a God of love - he loves even the homo
sexuals - but that does not mean he approves their 
filthy behavior nor that he will not punish their sin. 
God is a God of love when he punishes murderers, 
fornicators, and liars (see Rev. 21:8). He loves those 
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whom his justice condemns and his holiness pun
ishes. 

Piazza is bold to quote Scripture in his pitiful ef
fort to convince us to accept his unbecoming way of 
life? Why not, even the devil quoted Scripture! 

He says, "The prophet Isaiah envisioned a day 
when God's house would be a house of prayer for all 
people" (Isa. 56:3 -7). This is a classic example of 
"twisting the Scriptures" to one's own destruction. 

The Isaiah text he uses obviously is a reference 
to "all nations" (Jew and Gentile) having access to 
the house of God (Isa. 56:7). It has nothing to do 
with openly accepting a sinful lifestyle. 

Unknown to him, Piazza cuts his own theological 
throat, if God's house for "all people" is defined in 
the sense of what Piazza says. Then what about rap
ists and child molesters (pedophiles)? Should we ac
cept them just the way they are and let them dwell 
among us without any change? 

Piazza is bold to say, "God promised that even 
eunuchs, those ostracized and excluded as sexually 
disenfranchised, would be given a place." 

Oh, how I pray these homosexuals would be
come eunuchs for the kingdom of God! A eunuch 
engaged in no sexual activity (Matt. 19: 10). Let our 
homosexual friends give that a try! 

Piazza tells us that we might disagree about this 
issue but that we should "never exclude anyone from 
the family." 

Is this the attitude Paul had? He told the church 
to deliver one sex pervert "unto Satan" (1 Cor. 5 :4-
5). We are told to not keep company with forni
cators, which includes homosexuals (1 Cor. 6:7-9). 
Does that sound like making room at the table for 
repulsive sinners? 

Room is to be made for the penitent person, 
but we are to have no fellowship with the unfruit
ful works of darkness (Eph. 5: 11). God does not tell 
you to put your little ones at dinner with those who 
would corrupt them. 

The statement rings loud and clear from this 
man's article that "all people deserve a place of 



prayer and worship." This statement was made on 
the tail-end of his plea for agreeing to disagree. But 
mark my word, this man doesn't believe what he 
says. Would he accept me with the view I have ex
pressed in this article? Would he let me stand in his 
pulpit and condemn the sickening sin of homosexu
ality? Not in a million years. Piazza wants everyone 
opposed to him to "accept him as he is," but will not 
in turn accept those opposed to him. 

Homosexuality is a perversion of God's plan. 

God made woman for man, not man for man or 
woman for woman (Matt. 19:4). Anyone violating 
this plan will receive "the recompense [penalty] of 
their error which is due" (Rom. 1:27). 

They may play church and read just enough 
Bible to soothe their own conscience. But the Bible 
still says that sexual perverts will not inherit the 
kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10). 
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Show-time Religion 
By Dan Flournoy 

The extent to which some brethren have gone 
in an effort to fill the pews defies be
lief. We are being told that the church must 

adapt its message to meet the challenge of our enter
tainment oriented society. One church defends its 
"drama ministry" saying: 

Our prime objective is to teach. Not everyone is 
comfortable with drama, but there are others 
who can. understand forgiveness, healing, and 
faith through drama when sermons don't touch 
them. Others can see themselves and their sins 
in such a way they cannot run from theln any
more. And there is always Jesus there to forgive 
and take them in his arms, wiping away their 
tears. For some people, this is something no 
preacher can do. 

Here is a sampling of what is being done by 
S<?me of our brethren: The minister comes out to an
nounce that ~Today's theme is pressing toward the 
goal. We have a skit prepared to help us make appli
cation." Lights are dimmed, two spot lights are 
pointed to two men with· wireless microphones 
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dressed for the roles of high school football coaches. 
Then a '70s-style Howard Cosell announces, "The 
Game of Life." Three high school football players 
(with jerseys, pads, and tight pants) come out to play 
their parts. 

One is carrying the weight of sin (a black cloth 
partially draped over his jersey) being tackled ... 
caught from behind and dragged down by sin as he 
loses sight of the goal. Another, having received a 
long pass, dropped the ball before he could reach the 
goal. Finally, there is a missed field goal. 

Now on to the locker room where there are 
heated exchanges between players. The coach settles 
everyone down and exhorts each to press toward the 
goal. This is done by focusing on the goal, throwing 
off the weight of sin, etc. 

The assembly claps enthusiastically as the lights 
come up again in the auditorium. 

Friends, all of this emphasis on dramatic produc
tions is just another way to attract the worldly 
minded. These productions may entertain, but they 
are not sanctioned by the God we are to glorify. Short 
plays may be helpful in illustrating Bible truths to the 
immature mind of a child, but here comes a time 
when folks must "put away childish things" 
(1 Cor. 13:11). On the one hand we are being told 
that folks today are well educated and sophisticated. 
We cannot hope to gain them by old-fashioned meth
ods. On the other hand, we are told that we must re
sort to little skits and short stories rather than a logi
cal presentation of the gospel by way of a sermon. 

The chief problem with the entertainment based 
approach is that it is man-centered rather than God-
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centered. It is concerned with what people want, not 
what God demands. It sees the church existing for 
people's sake rather than for God's sake. The very 
idea that this generation is so simple minded that 
they can't understand the love of God from a ser
mon but must have a dramatic production to get the 
point across is insulting. 

Mter nearly 2,000 years, it is still "God's good 
ple~sure through the foolishness of the preaching to 
save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1 :21). The growth of 
the church in the first century has nothing to do with 

entertaining the populace but everything to do with 
preaching the gospel. Paul asked, "For am I now 
seeking the favor of men, or of God? or am I striving 
to please men?" Notice his startling conclusion: "If I 
were still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of 
Christ" (Gal. 1:10). Let us remember that the power 
to save the lost is in the words of God - not acting 
ability - but presenting the whole gospel in sincer
ity and soberness. 1202 N. Beltline Rd. 

Irving, TX 7 5 062 
Fp 

1996 Miehigau 
Firm. Foundation Leetures 

-August 8·10, 1996-

The Biblieal Doetrine of Salvation 

Thursday, August 8 
6:45 p.m •••.•........ Introduction 
7:10 p.m ••.••......•. The New Testament Doctrine of Salvation - Only Way to Become Saved Today •.•..••• Ron Brown 

8:00 p.m ••.........•• History of the Grace Alone/Faith Alone Doctrine ......................•................•.•. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Friday, August 9 
6:45 p.m . •.•......... Introduction 
7:10 p.m ............. How a .. Christian" College Can Help or Hinder Entrance into Heaven ..........•..... William Woodson 

8:00 p.m ......•..•... The Alleged Direct Operation of the Holy Spirit in Conversion ..............•......•.•....• Perry B. Cotham 

Saturday, August 10 
9:00 a.m . .•.......... Introduction 
9:1 o a.m ....••.•••••• Review of Wineskins and Image Magazines ..........................................•.•...•. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

10:00 a.m •......•.•..• The Doctrines of Salvation as Taught by Promise Keepers .................................... Mark Meadows 

11 :00 a.m .....•....... The Doctrine of Salvation as Taught by Max Lucado, James Dobson .............•.•...... George Beals 
1 :00 p.m ............. Review of Debates on Salvation - 1 ..................•............................•...........•.....••••. Perry B. Cotham 

2:00 p.m ......•.•••.• What 2 John 9-11 Means ...................................................................................... William Woodson 

3:00 p.m .•.•.•....... Separating the Good from the Bad in Home-schooling Material .....................•......•....•. Rusty Stark 

4:00 p.m .•.••........ Detecting Soundness and Liberalism in the Local Congregation ...............•......•.••••.. Eddie Whitten 
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George Beals, Leetureship Direetor 

Sylvan Lake Church of Christ 
1900 Inverness 

Sylvan Lake, Michigan 
(81 0) 682-2426 



Fighting the Good Fight? I Wonder 
By Roger D. Stewart 

P oor Max, William and Rubel. They remind me 
of the boxer who prepared a li fe time for 
the Olympics and then when it came time 

to fight, failed to show up. We hear more and 
more frequently about how they are given opportu
nities for which most preachers ache - to step 
into the ring with denominationalism. But, by the 
time the bell rings, they have taken off the gloves 
and set up a fellowship table in the middle of the 
canvas. 

Most preachers can only dream about these 
kinds of opportunities. What man of God would 
ever refuse an invitation to speak to the Baptists, the 
Methodists, and the Disciples. Just think what it 
would mean to be invited to speak from such a 
"bully pulpit," the truths of God's Word. What a 
golden opportunity to instruct denominational 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism -

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman, Paul Kidwell Sr. 
(formerly of "Seed Sowing"), and J im Tittle 

• Literature and Campaigns: Ed Crookshank 
and Rod Rutherford 

• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 

• Bible Questions: David Amos and Roy J. Hearn 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Uranch, Miss. 

Write: Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Call: Literature and Campaigns- (601) 895-9740 
Broadcasting - (60 1) 893-1015 

audiences about how believers in Christ can be 
united - not in diversity which doesn't work and 
never has - but in the cross of Jesus. These men 
are invited to speak in the "synagogue on the 
Sabbath." And what do they do? They preach the 
doctrine of sectarian division and diversity. I'm told 
that at least one of them might have even worn 
the robe of the hosting clergy while delivering his 
address. 

How wonderful a victory it would have been 
if just one of these men had taken the pulpit deter
mined to speak where the Bible speaks and to shut 
up where it doesn't. How wonderful if, like Paul, 
they had stood before those crowds speaking with 
the courage of righteous conviction like the apostle 
did on Mars Hill in Acts 17. Imagine the force for 
good they could have been if they had spoken out 
for the unity of the spirit and the bond of peace. 
Imagine the victory if even one of them had sim
ply preached from Ephesians 4: there is one Lord, 
one faith, one hope, one baptism .... "Unity," they 
could have preached, "comes not in opinion and di
versity of interpretation. Rather, it is found in ac
cepting the authority and inerrancy of the Sacred 
Writings and determining to obey them as closely as 
possible." "Diversity, by definition, divides," they 
should have preached. What a golden opportunity 
to explain that unity is in Christ and in denial of self 
and in the daily taking up of our cross and follow
ing him. How I wou ld have loved to have been in 
that audience and heard those words. How grateful 
I am that I was not present to hear what they actu
ally did say. 

Poor guys. What a wonderful parry they were in
vited to. They had an opportunity to stand in the 
shadow of the cross and on the rock solid gospel of 
Jesus Christ where they could have made a real dif
ference. Instead they chose to go as marshmallows, 
and came away changing nothing. 

Now that I think about it, maybe that's why they 
were invited in the first place. 

P. 0. Box 586 
Rio Vista, TX 76093 

FF 
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Friday, August 23 

1996 Mid-Atlantic 
Area Wide Ledureship 

Mechanicsville, Virginia + (held at lee-David High School) 

-August 23-25, 1996-

Great Lessons from First Timothy 
The First-century Gospel for Twenty-fifist Century Man 

6:30 p.m . ....... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m ........ Music in Worship ....................................................................... Glenn Hitchcock, Hampton, Va. 

8:00 p.m ........ Unworthy Counterparts of the Gospel (I :4-1 1) .............................. Jim Mitchell, Richmond, Va. 

Saturday, August 24 
9:00 a.m ........ Do We Need to Change Our Preachjng? (Chapter 6) .............. Jimmy Gribble, Portsmouth, Va. 

10:00 a.m ........ The Gospel Defines Grace (I: 12-17) ....................................... Mardy Gardner, West Point, Va. 
11:00 a.m ........ The Importance of the Gospel to Our Youth (4: 12) ........................ James Pettus, Edenton, N.C. 
1:30 p.m . ....... Congregational singing 
2:00 p.m . ....... The Gospel: Guide for Home and the Famjly (5:8) .......................... Tom Marshall, Chester, Va. 
3:00 p.m ........ The Gospel and Women's Role in Worship (2:9-15) ............ ........ Mural Worthy, Hopewell, Va. 
4:00 p.m ........ Open Forum ................................................................................... Gribble, Hitchcock, Mitchell 
6:30 p.m . ....... Congregational singing 
7:00p.m ........ Putting the Gospel into Practice (4: 11-16) .................................... .. Mike Crusoe, Hopewell, Va. 
8:00p.m ........ The Answer to Apostasy- Flee, Follow, Fight (6: 11-12) .... Mike Brandt, Newport News, Va. 

Sunday, August 25 
9:30 a.m . ....... The Value of Leadershjp (Chapter 3) 

10:30 a.m ........ Fortjfying Against Error (Chapter 4) 
................................ .. ......................................................................... Tom Marshall at Southwest 
............................................................................ Larry Scott (Williamston, NC) at Cold Harbor 
..................................................... ................. ................. ................... Jim Mitchell at Jefferson St . 
....................................................... ........... .. ........................... Mike Jones at Central Chesterfield 
..... ...................................................... ........... .................................. Mike Crusoe at Arlington Rd . 
...................................... ........ ......... .. ...................................................... Neal Pollard at Hopewell 

2:00p.m ........ Prayer: a Necessary Partner of the Gospel (2: 1-8) ............................ Jim Smith, Langeloth, Pa. 
3:00p.m ........ The Gospel Changes Lives (1:11-13) ........................................ Greg Elliot, Mechanicsville, Va. 
4:00p.m ........ The Gospel's View of Sin (5:19-25) ........................................... .... . Mike Jones, Petersburg, Va. 
6:00p.m ....... . Acceptable Worshjp (Overview) 
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....... ...... .... .. ........... ......... ....... ... .. .. ... ...... .. ... ...... .... ... . ... . . .. .. .... ..... ........... Larry Scott at Southwest 

......... .... ...................................... ............... .................... Glenn Hitchcock at Central Chesterfield 

............. ........................................ ........................ ......................... Mural Worthy at Cold Harbor 

........................................................................... ............................ Mike Crusoe at Arlington Rd . 

....... ................................................................................................... Neal Pollard at Jefferson St . 

.................. : ...................................................................................... Mardy Gardner at Hopewell 

Director: Bill Snell, Cold Harbor Road Church of Christ 
For more information • (804) 746-8224 



We Can Know 
By Brock Hartwigsen 

There are some in the church today who have 
come to know a false doctrine. They have 
come to know that no man can know any

thing. They know that man can have his opinions 
but he cannot know. I know that this concept contra
dicts plain simple teaching in the Scriptures. 

In the short book of 1 John the Holy Spirit 
makes it very plain that man can know. Notice what 
he says we can know: 

We can know Jesus (2:3; 5 :20). 
We can know that we know Jesus (2:3). 
We can know we are in Jesus (2:5; 5 :20). 
We can know it is the last times (2: 18). 
We can know all things (2:20). 
We can know the truth (2:21). 
We can know that Jesus is righteous (2:29). 
We can know that everyone that does righteous

ness is born of God (2:29). 
We can know that when Jesus appears we shall 

be like him (3:2). 
We can know that Jesus was manifested to take 

away sins (3:5). 

Florida School 
of Preaching 
1807 South Florida Avenue 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 
(813) 683-4043 

f Strong Bible Emphasis 
f Two-Year Program 
f 100 Semester Hours 
f No Tuition 
f Scholarships Available 
f Qualified Faculty 
f Approved for V.A: Benefits 
f Call or Write 

Jackie M. Stearsman, Director 

Training Preachers Since 1969 

We can know that we have passed from death 
unto life (3:14). 

We can know that no murderer has eternal }ife 
(3:15). 

We can know that we are of the truth (3: 19). 
We can know that God dwells in us (3:24; 4:13). 
We can know who has the Spirit of God (4:2). 
We can know God (4:6). 
We can know that we dwell in God (4:13). 
We can know when we love the children of God 

(5 :2). 
We can know that we have eternal life (5: 13 ). 
We can know that God hears us (5: 15). 
We can know that God will answer our prayers 

(5:15). 
We can know that we are of God (5 : 19). 
We can know that Jesus has come (5 :20). 
If man cannot know, then the Holy Spirit and 

John did not know, because they wrote 26 times that 
man can know 23 different things. 

I don't know about you, but if God says I can 
know and man says that he knows I cannot know be
cause he knows that man can know nothing, I will 
believe God who knows everything instead of a man 
who claims to know nothing. 

12521 Holly Springs New Hill Rd. 
Apex, NC 27502 

FF 

Send Christian men of former Soviet Union to 

-Kiev Bible School-
The Kiev Bible School is a full-time, three-year preacher 
training school that was begun by the Centre Church of 
Christ in Kiev in 1992. It is presently training men to preach 
from Ukraine and Russia. The director is Roger Campbell, 
former missionary to Taiwan. Campbell speaks both Man
darin and Russian. Other Americans serve as faculty. New 
terms begin August 26-31 and January 1-6. Very low cost. 
No tuition. 

Contact 
Roger Campbell • P.O. Box 171 • Kiev, Ukraine 252 

001 
Phone 011-380-44-513-5634 

Fax 011-380-44-517-0298 (after 4 p.m. EST) 
E-mail: Roger @campbell .hkpi.kiev.ua 

Stateside 
Jim Waldron, Avondale Church of Christ, Atlanta 

Phone (770) 939-0493 • Fax (770) 908-0372 
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Baby Boomers 
By E. Claude Gardner 

B aby boomers, born between 1946 and 1964, 
are asking serious questions. Some are con
fused and misled. Some want a faith of their 

own rather than that of their parents. 
Big Crowds 

Why are community churches growing? Why are 
churches of Christ on the decline when they were 
one of the fastest growing religious bodies in the 
United States in the '50s? The church is on the de
cline in some areas, but in other places is growing. 
The growth in the '5Os was not caused by hype and 
the emotional methods of today, but rather by zeal
ous evangelism based on sound Bible teaching. Today 
some in the church are no longer committed to 
preaching the Word but proclaim a watered-down 
gospel. Such lukewarmness has resulted in less evan
gelism, conversions, and reduced growth. 

Large crowds do not mean God's approval. Billy 
Graham has thousands to attend his campaigns, but 

he does not teach the full truth and does not have 
God's favor. It is true that some religious people are 
more zealous for error than Christians are in teach
ing the truth. The Muslim (Islam) religion is the fast
est growing faith in the world including the United 
States. If we are to follow the big crowd, we should 
convert to Islam. 

Why are some flocking to the "big crowd" de
nominations? Freedom to believe anything one may 
choose - acceptance of casual dress in this age of 
informality - desire to have contemporary music -
following a dynamic preacher - belief the Holy 
Spirit is giving special empowerment - desire to be
come unshackled from traditionalism - stress on 
"relationships" and a de-emphasis on "doctrine" -
to be liberated and have a tolerant view of other's 
beliefs and lifestyles - approval of homosexuals -
the mistaken idea that sincerity is enough - any 
name, faith, baptism, or worship is condoned. 

Northern New England Lectures 
Lakes Region Church of Christ • One Mill Street • Tilton, New Hampshire 03276 

October 11·13, 1996 

Friday October 11 
Which Church Is the Blood-bought Church? ................................................................................................. Joe Gilmore, San Jose, Calif. 
Has God Ordained One Redemptive Pattem for All Mankind? •••••••••••••• Bobby Liddell, Memphis School of Preaching, Memphis, Tenn. 

Saturday, October 12 
Bible Morality: Can We Know What Is Right or Wrong? •••••.....•••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Terry Joe Kee, Jonesboro, Ark. 
(Men's class) Can We Really Know the Bible Is God's Word? •• James Rogers, East Tennessee School of Preaching, Knoxville, Tenn. 
(Ladles class) God's Work for Women ••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••...•••••••••••..••.•••.•••••••••••••••••..•••••••••••••• Janice Gamer, Dripping Springs, Texas 
Church Leaders Discussion: The History and Current Condition of the Lord's Church in the Northeast 
••••••••.•••••.••.•.•..••••••.•.••...•..•.•••..•••.•..•.••.•••••••.••.•.•••••••.•...•••.•••••.•.••.••••.•....•.••••.••..••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Moderator: Daniel Coombs, Tilton N.H. 

God's Plan to Save Man ••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••• David Brown, Houston College of the Bible, Spring, Texas 
The Church of Christ and the Churches of Men ............................... Burt Jones, West VIrginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, W.Va. 

Sunday, October 13 
(Men's class) .Elders, Deacons In the Work of the Church ................ Oran Rhodes, Midwestem School of Preaching, Sugar Creek, Mo. 
(Ladles class) You, Too, Can Evangelize ....................................................................................... Janice Gamer, Dripping Springs, Texas 
The Home as Designed by God ............................................................... John Moore, Southwest School of Bible Studies, Austin, Texas 
The Church of Christ: Its Future in the Northeast ........................................ David Coombs, Lakes Region Church of Christ, Tilton, N.H. 
Church Leaders Round Table Discussion 

Monday, October 14 
Bus tour to view NH foliage/seacoast and opportunities for church plantings 

(603) 528-3457 • (603) 268-7878 
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It would be good to see the whole world saved, 
but Jesus said only a "few" will submit to him (Matt. 
7:13-14, 21). Noah was not in the majority. 

The Holy Spirit 
Does the Holy Spirit empower a Christian in a spe
cial way? Is one energized by the Spirit? Does one 
"feel" the Spirit coming over one to give special guid
ance? The Holy Spirit dwells in a Christian in the 
same way as does the Father and the Son. Providen
tially the three work in the lives of Christians but not 
in a miraculous fashion. Any "feeling" or emotion 
one experiences cannot be attributed to a touch by 
the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible given through the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit is our guide and pattern on right living 
and proper worship. It is erroneous to think the 
Spirit will lead us to practice or believe anything 
which contradicts the Bible. It is equally erroneous to 
think the Spirit would guide us in the same way as the 
Bible, seeing we have the Bible. If the Spirit must re
veal in some miraculous way what we do, the Bible is, 
therefore, inadequate and insufficient as our guide. 

Also, if the Spirit gives special empowerment to 
one Christian, he should do this for all Christians. If 
not, he is a respecter of persons. It is noteworthy that 
numerous religious leaders claim the Holy Spirit's 
influence in what they say and do. Still, their teach
ings are contradictory - all claiming the revelation 
of the Holy Spirit. This is unreasonable. 

The Holy Spirit is not the Bible and the Bible is 
not the Holy Spirit. Yet, the Holy Spirit will not di
rect a person to practice or believe anything that is 
opposite of what he caused to be written in the Bible. • 

The direct operation of the Holy Spirit on the 
human heart is an old doctrine. It is one of the major 
points of Calvinism and it has been espoused by most 
denominations. Today there are untaught members 
of the church who have accepted it. 

Tradition 
Some say, "Tradition is holding back the church. We 
need to change to hold the baby boomers." As long 
as the basics of the Bible are not changed, then mat
ters of opinion can be changed, according to what is 
best for most people, or according to the judgment 
of the elders. Kneeling for prayer, meeting in rented 
facilities, singing without song books, and such like 
do not change the basics of the Bible. Still, it would 
be wrong to require (legislate) such procedures, for 
they are in the realm of opinion. 

Most congregations could improve their regular 

worship. However, a Christian worships God and his 
focus is not on himself. Worship is more than what I 
"feel" and what I "get out of it." 

Instrumental Music 
"Instrumental music in worship is not preferred, but 
is not sinful. What is wrong with this position?" 

This view places the use of instruments in wor
ship in the realm of opinion. If this is true, then the 
conclusion would be valid. However, the weight of 
evidence is in favor of its being a matter of faith and, 
therefore, must not be used. It is significant that 
Christ, the apostles, the New Testament church never 
taught it or used it. Furthermore, for hundreds of 
years religious leaders of various faiths opposed its 
use. Churches of Christ do as the Bible says, "Sing" 
(Eph. 5: 19) and should not be criticized for it. 

To say this issue is insignificant in comparison to 
the cross ignores God's plan for acceptable worship 
Oohn 4:24). The cross is crucial, but so is worship 
and every other teaching of the Bible. If instrumental 
music is not sinful, neither would be adding 
jellybeans to the Lord's Supper, nor sprinkling ba
bies, nor burning incense as worship. 372 Mill St. 

Henderson, 1N 383~ 

Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ. 

Subscribe to 
The Caring and Sharing Newsletter 

for news about the health of other members. 
Subscribers help each other pay their medical 
bills. It's very economicall Note: This Is not an 
Insurance company. 

As a subscriber, other newsletter subscribers 
will help you pay your medical bills, and you can 
do the same for them. Your gift is sent directly 
by you, not CSN, to the subscriber who has had 
a medical emergency. 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing NewsleHer 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-800-2888-2044 
The plan has been in effect and working for go
Ing on 4 years. 1400 individuals are already par
ticipating and loving it. Let us hear from you to
dayl 

The CSN is NOT an insurance company. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Smile and Be Happy 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Someone has observed that, in our walk through 
life, we have two choices: (1) optimistic or (2) 
pessimistic. For the optimist "the good in life 

overbalances the bad" while the pessimist holds that 
the "evils of life overbalance the happiness it af
fords" (Webster's Collegiate Dictionary). 

The Christian has every reason to be an optimist. 
Our heavenly Father has promised to provide the 
needs of life if we will put him first (Matt. 6:33 ). 
Further, he has promised that he will not allow us to 
be tempted supernaturally (1 Cor. 10:13). 

Christians have the hope of an eternal home 
with God in return for a life of faithful service here. 
Man may take our life, but he cannot destroy our 
soul (Matt. 10:28). 

It is sad, indeed, to see one, especially a Chris
tian, go through life viewing only the bad and dwell
ing on the problems which come his way. By so do
ing, he misses all the beauty God has placed upon 
the earth. Some folks seem to be endowed with an 
overdose of the objective, kickative mood. They 
look for only the bad and fail to see good in any
thing or anyone. They major in finding fault and 
complaining. Such folks miss out on happiness and 
spread gloom wherever they go. 

The Bible extols the virtues of a happy heart. "A 
merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a bro
ken spirit drieth the bones" (Prov. 17:22). "A merry 
heart maketh a cheerful countenance" (Prov. 15:13 ). 
It has been estimated that it takes 17 muscles to 
smile and 43 muscles to frown. Smile! It is good for 
you. A smile i~ a universal language that brings joy 
both to the giver and the receiver. 

Ecclesiastes 3:4 reveals there is "a time to weep, 
and a time to laugh." There are times when laughter 
is out of place. We are to "bear one another's bur
dens" and "weep with them that weep." We are also 
to "rejoice with them that do rejoice" (Gal. 6:2; 
Rom. 12: 15). 

The joy of Christianity should radiate in the 
countenance of the Christian. "In no other religion 
and in no other literature is joy so conspicuous as in 
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Christianity and in the Bible. Physi
cally and psychologically speaking, 
it is the criterion of health whereby 
all the powers and affections are en
riched and harmonized. [sic] So in 
religion it denotes the satisfaction 
of the soul at attaining its desire; 
and Christianity stands firm so long 
as men who have it are invested with joy" (Biblical 
Encyclopedia Concordance, KJV, The World Publish
ing Co., p. 222). 

Paul reveals that "the kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost" (Rom. 14: 17). 

The psalmist declares: 
Blessed (happy) is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly . ... But his delight is 
in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night (Psa. 1: 1-2). Yea, happy 
is that people, whose God is the Lord (Psa. 
144: 15b). 

There is a song in many of our hymnals which 
goes something like this: "Count your many bless
ings, name them one by one. And it will surprise you 
what the Lord hath done." If we spent more time 
being thankful for the many blessings which God 
daily showers on us, we would have less time to be 
sad and disgruntled. 

Who among us does not prefer the company of 
one who is happy and cheerful in outlook to the one 
who has a black outlook on life? Christians should 
reflect the joy that inheres the Christian life. "Re
joice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your re
ward in heaven" (Matt. 5: 12). Cast your cares upon 
the Lord and smile. P.o. Box 464 

Bibles Rebound 

Ripley, TN 3 8063 
FF 
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Potpourri ••. 
Report 

OThe Firm Foundation is vibrant and strong, 
and is growing every day. More and more people are 
daily recognizing the necessity for a voice crying out 
in the wilderness and pleading for loyalty to Prince 
Immanuel. We need to be reminded to stand fast in 
the old paths, and to take more earnest heed to the 
things that were spoken by Christ and the apostles 
and the prophets, "lest haply we drift away from 
them." False teachers abound among us even as 
there were false prophets among the people of a 
former dispensation (2 Pet. 2:1; 1 John 4:1; Heb. 
2:1-4). Anyhow, the church is waking up to the chal
lenge of change agents who pervert the gospel and 
teach heresy. Let us resolve never to be moved away 
from the gospel of Christ to another gospel, which is 
not another gospel. 

Your help and support is deeply appreciated. We 
were recently informed that brother Garland Rose 
left a bequest in his will for the Firm Foundation. 
Looks like it may be somewhere around $10,000.00, 
give or take a little. The money will be used to print 
good, sound material - books, Bible school litera
ture, tracts, and such like. His kind gift will cause his 
works to follow with him, and the good that will be 
done will wash one day upon an evergreen shore. 

tlYou might give some consideration to putting 
the Firm Foundation in your will. We will be glad to 
help you with codicils and living trusts, if needed 
and wanted. 

Catholic Debate 
with 

Darrell Conley 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Jerry Moffitt 
+ + + 

3 video tapes 
$44.95 

(includes shipping and handling) 
+ + + 

Firm Foundation 
1-800-572-3619 

Wafc6 for If 
OThe 15th annual Denton Lectures will be pre

sented Nov. 10-14. A variety of material will be cov
ered by 35 speakers from all parts of the nation. The 
lectureship book will be a fitting companion to those 
of previous years. A daily discussion forum (Monday 
through Thursday) will feature controversial sub
jects. For more information you may call or write the 
Church of Christ, 312 Pearl St., Denton, TX 76201, 
(817) 387-3531 or Dub McClish, (817) 387-1429. 

llews in f6e llews 
OAccording to the Houston Chronicle, June 8, 

1996, some Catholic priests have begun to baptize 
people by immersing them. The "immersion" in
volves having the candidate kneel in about six inches 
of water while the priest pours water from a pitcher 
over their heads. They say this is in imitation of the 
burial of Jesus. 

OAccording to the Chicago Tribune (May 31, 
1996) 10 Episcopal Bishops say they will "take steps 
to create a fellowship of Episcopal parishes and dio
ceses which uphold scriptural authority" unless the 
church's General Convention bans the clergy from 
engaging in sexual relations outside marriage 
(Thanks to Earl Davis for the copy of the paper). 

OAlso in the Chicago Tribune ijune 3, 1996), 
Charles Krauthammer has an article dealing with 
same sex marriages. Krauthammer says that it is 
likely Hawaii will hand down a decision this summer 
legalizing gay marriages. He observes, "Once that 
happens in Hawaii, gay marriage becomes national: 
any gay couple in the country can fly to Hawaii to get 
married and their own state would have to recognize 
the union, just as every state has had to recognize 
quickie Nevada divorces." The Congress of the 
United States attempted to pass legislation exempting 
the various states from having to recognize.Hawaii's 
action on gay marriages. The President of the United 
States branded the congressional proposal as "a di
version, a distraction from the real issues of the day." 
The Krauthammer column says that even if the Con
gress passes such legislatidn and the President signs 
it, the Supreme Court would declare it unconstitu
tional on the grounds that Congress should not be 
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able to override the Full Faith and Credit clause of 
the constitution (more thanks to Earl Davis of Arling
ton Heights, Ill., for a copy of the article). 

So what's to be done? Douglas W Kmiec says: 

Morality's first team - the family, church, 
neighbors in the local community - need to be 
prodded off the sidelines .... James Madison and 
others of our founding generation knew that 
only a virtuous people could be free. Families 
and their church congregations cannot afford to 
be distracted from their duty of moral formation 
by the false hope that a new president or the 
next Supreme Court opinion ... can come to the 
rescue. When families and churches fail, virtues 
of prudence, temperance, fortitude and justice 
go undtfined, untaught, unlearned and cer
tainly, unapplied. Even as vital a concept as free
dom is twisted into an ugly form of self-gratifi
cation - the freedom to do whatever one 
wants, rather than the freedom (and its implied 
obligation) to pursue the common good (Chi
cago Tribune). 

Solomon wrote, "Righteousness exalteth a na
tion: but sin is a reproach to any people." 

WVSOP 
!9>The West Virginia School of Preaching gradu

ated its first class of six men on June 29, 1996. 
Emanuel Daugherty, director of the school, estimates 
an additional dozen men will join the 5 men who are 
still students, making a total of 17 men preparing to 
preach the truth of the gospel. 

Progress Anyone? 
!9Hn 1926, Mae West's shimmy dance in the 

Broadway play Sex earned her jail time for corrupt
ing the morals of youth. In 1996 the shimmy 
wouldn't even get her a summons. That is about as 
much progress (improvement) as when professing 
preachers and blind teachers deny the law of God on 
the excuse that grace eliminates it. Reminds me of 
Yogi Berra's aphorism: "They said it couldn't be 
done, but that doesn't always work." 

Midwestern Schoof of Preaching 
!?lOran Rhodes, director of Midwestern School 

of Preaching, 10800 Kentucky, Sugar Creek, Mis
souri 64054, reports that the Cecil Shelton Library 
has been donated to the school. 

Religion? 
®Not everything that parades under the name 

"religion" is religious. Members of a religious sect 
qlled Aum Shinrikyo, headed by a mysterious figure 
named Shoko Asahara, released sarin nerve gas on a 

24 August 1996 
Firm Foundation 

Tokyo subway. Twelve people died and thousands 
were injured. 

Very sad! But how much more dangerous is a 
false teacher (professor) who corrupts the doctrine 
of God and leads countless youth to aberrant teach
ing and eternal loss. Who was it that said, "I'd rather 
be the Roman soldier that thrust the spear into the 
side of the Lord." 

PK 
!9>Max Patterson of Neosho, Mo., in discussing 

Promise Keepers, wrote: "So, what's wrong? The 
wrong is that the movement is firmly fixed in Cal
vinism. Rule 5 of the Promise Keepers Statement of 
Faith, says: 'We believe that man was created in the 
image of God, but because of sin, was alienated from 
God. That alienation can be removed only by ac
cepting through faith alone God's gift of salvation."' 

Promise Keepers begins to look like all bone and 
no fish, and to smell very fishy. 

Supreme Court 
@According to Human Events Qune 7, 1996) 

the Supreme Court of the United States of America 
on May 20 upheld the decision of the Colorado Su
preme Court to strike down Amendment 2, prohibit-

Brown 
IJ'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 



ing the state from granting homosexuals special 
privileges. Justice Antonin Scalia wrote the dissent, 
which Chief Justice William Rehnquist and Justice 
Clarence Thomas agreed. Here are excerpts from 
Justice Scalia's dissent: 

The court has mistaken a Kulturkampf for a fit 
of spite. The constitutional amendment before 
us here is not the manifestation of a 'bare ... de
sire to harm homosexuals' ... but is rather a 
modest attempt by seemingly tolerant Colorad
ans to preserve the traditional sexual mores 
against the efforts of a politically powerful mi
nority to revise those mores through use of the 
laws. 

The minority opinion went on: 
It would prevent the state or any municipality 
from making death-benefits payments to the 
'life partner' of a homosexual when it does not 
make such payments to the long-time roommate 
of a non-homosexual employee. 

Finally, the Scalia opinion said: 
The proposition that polygamy can be 
criminalized, and those engaging in that crime 
deprived of the vote, remains goocj law .... Has 

the court concluded that the perceived social 
harm of polygamy is a 'legitimate concern of the 
government,' and the perceived social harm of 
homosexuality is not? 

Ho humm! 

More on Queers 
OHuman Events (May 17, 1996) reports on a 

homosexual orgy in the Federal Building in the 
nation's capitol. 

It was supposed to be an "AIDS" benefit. Eyewit
nesses observed many illegal activities, including nu
dity, sodomy, same-sex intercourse, drug dealing and 
use. Marc Morano videotaped portions of the event, 
observed an act of sodomy being performed just off 
the dance floor. The men's room stalls were being 
used for sexual encounters throughout the night. The 
orgy at the Mellon Auditorium was one of several 
functions held as part of a "Cherry Jubilee Weekend." 

The next morning, another Cherry Jubilee event 
was held in the Rayburn House Office Building, 
courtesy of openly gay Republican Representative 
Steve Gunderson. Sponsors of the weekend included 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

18th Annual Lectureship 

Friday, November 1 

-Speaking as the Oracles of God

"For God So Loved the World" 

-November 1-3,1996-

7:00p.m . ....... Overview of God's Love as Seen in the Old Testament .......................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
8:00p.m ........ The Love of God as Seen in the Nation of Israel ............................................................................ Richard Melson 

Saturday, November 2 
9:00a.m ........ The Nature of Angels ................................................................................................................. Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

10:00 a.m ........ Overview of God's Love as Seen in the New Testament ....................................................................... Gary Colley 
11 :00 a.m ........ Sodom Revisited ......................................................... ....................................................................... Garland Elkins 
12:00 p.m ........ Lunch provided at the building 
1:30 p.m ........ The Love of God as Seen in the Prophecies of the Coming Messiah .............................................. Bill Lockwood 
2:30p.m ........ The Love of God as Seen in the Establishment of the Church ........................................................... Glenn Colley 
3:30p.m ........ The Love of God as Seen in the Creation .............................................................................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
4:30p.m ........ Questions & Answers .......................................................................................................... ....... Meador and Dobbs 

Sunday, November 3 
9:30a.m ........ The Love of God as Seen in the Fall of Man and the Destruction of the World .................................. Curtis Cates 

10:30 a.m ........ The Love of God as Seen in the Old Testament Covenants: Adamlc, Abrahamic, Davidic ..... Joseph D. Meador 
1 :00 p.m ........ Congregational singing 
1 :30 p.m ........ Questions and Answers ........................................................................................................ Hitchcock and Meador 
2:30p.m ........ The Love of God as Seen in the Sending of His Son ........................................................................... Joe Gilmore 
3:30p.m ........ The Love of God as Seen in the Promise of Heaven .................................................................... Glenn Hitchcock 
4:30p.m ........ The Love of God as Seen in the Plan of Salvation ............................................................................. Wayne Coats 

Audio/video tapes and lectureship book available • Brotherhood displays on prior approval • RV hookups 

-Monte Evans, Director-

2141 Kingston • Muskogee, Oklahoma 74403 • (918) 682-6382 
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American Airlines, Snapple Beverages, Lite Beer, 
Starbucks Coffee, and Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream, and 
the unsuspecting U.S. taxpayers. 

School DIIYS 
CIMark McWhorter advises there will be an up

coming gathering of members of the church who 
home-school their children. The annual get-together 
will be held in October during the week that Colum
bus Day occurs. For more information contact Mark 
McWhorter, 420 Chula Vista Mtn. Rd., Pell City, AL 
35125, 205/338-1843. 

Pornogr•11hr 
0 Details continued to emerge last week indicat

ing further that Janet Napolitano- U.S. Attorney in 
Arizona- refused a federal agency's request for an 
investigation into a rampant child pornography ring 
because she said that it was aimed only at homo
sexual suspects. Napolitano refused to give a war
rant to U.S. Postal Inspector Karyn Cassatt for an 
undercover child pornography sting operation. 
Cassatt, commenting on Napolitano's refusal to take 
up the case, said, "They didn't like the fact that all of 
the subjects were interested in sex with young boys. 

Fish Hatchery Road 
Church of Christ 

Lectureship 
August 23·25, 1996 

Remaining Faithful- Revelation 2:10 

Friday, August 23 
7:00 p.m ••.•... Is There the Possibility of Falling Away? 

••...•.••....•...................•......•... Bill Lockwood 

8:00 p.m ....... Bible Translations ...•............... Jerry Moffitt 

Saturday, August 24 
7:00 p.m ..••••• Bible Class Material .................. Don Tarbet 

8:00 p.m .•..••• Colleges/Papers/Preaching Schools/ 
Commentaries ........................ Dub McClish 

Sunday, August 25 
9:00a.m. ···:·· Importance of Bible Study ••.•.••.• nm Ayers 

10:00 a.m .••••.• Importance of Associations .•.• Lynn Parker 

6:00 p.m .•..••. Importance of Sound Preaching 
•••.•......•.........••..................•. Bubba Phillips 

7:00 p.m •••••.• Importance of the Heart .•..•.•...• Kerry Clark 
Audio and video tapes available. 

• • • 
For additional information 

Jason Rollo (409) 438-8236 
Eddy Sandel (409) 295-6366 
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They believed that we were targeting homosexual 
males" (Human Events, May 24, 1996). 

Mo Is •' lisi? 
OSo far, AIDS has killed more than 300,000 

Americans. Why are so many still dying? One rea
son, according to a Wall Street Journal report, is this: 
For 10 years, the government has been deliberately 
lying to us about who is at risk of AIDS. As early as 
1987, Centers for Disease Control officials knew 
that AIDS was likely to remain a disease of gay men 
and inner-city drug users. Yet the same year, the 
nation's public health officials embarked on a delib
erate public-relations campaign to mislead the 
American people into thinking that AIDS was 
spreading inexorably into the mainstream. 

Remember those TV ads featuring the Baptist 
minister's son who said, "If I can get AIDS, anyone 
can?" Turns out he was gay. Remember the bro
chures featuring a blond, middle-aged woman with 
AIDS? She was an intravenous drug user. 

4rmllgeddon Postponed 
OJehovah's Witnesses have forsaken a key tenant 

- the notion that those alive in 1914 would live to 
see Armageddon and Christ's earthly return. Because 
fewer and fewer people are still alive who remember 
World War I, the Brooklyn-based movement has 
changed course. In November, the religious group's 
magazines, Awake! and Watchtower have retreated 
from the 1914 timeline as the start of the end. Rob
ert Johnson, media spokesperson for the sect, says 
the change is a result of a re-examination of Scrip
ture. "It doesn't change our belief that we are living 
in the time of the end," he says. 

Scripture Press 
OCook Communications, the nation's top Sun

day-school curriculum publisher, has strengthened 
its market position with the December purchase of 
Scripture Press of Wheaton, Ill. Dan Brokke, Cook 
senior vice president, said there will be a reduction 
in Scripture Press personnel because the two firms 
publish similar material. 

Gospel Advocate re-prints Scripture Press mate
rial and presents it under the tide Heritage of Faith . 
A careful and fair check of the old Scripture Press 
student books and the Advocate's Heritage of Faith 
shows virtually no editing. The material is denomi
national from top to bottom and from center to cir
cumference. Those who wish to use it ought to know 
the source of what they are buying. The student 



workbooks (and 90 percent of the teachers manuals) 
were not written by members of the church for 
members of the church. 

Fair Ah, Who? 
@Do you know who Elijah is? How about Jesus, 

do you know who he is? Jesus is Elijah and Louis 
Farrakkan is Elijah, so Farrakkan is Jesus, according 
to the leader of the Nation of Islam. If this sounds "a 
little bit queer and funny to your ear" it is because 
the claim is silly. No matter, it is the bodacious pro
nouncement of the leader of the Black Muslims. 

Just to set you straight, here are some direct 
quotes from a Farrakkan speech (we have the tape): 

I'm hanging on a cross right now. I'm on 
Calvary right now. And I'm ready to go all the 
way. Because I know that by my stripes everyone 
of you will be healed. You don't have to look 
anywhere for your Jesus. I represent him. 

Seventy-five percent of what you read in 
the Bible referring to Jesus is referring to a fu
ture man; and twenty-five percent of what you 
read is referring to the man of 2,000 years ago 
who is considered a type. A type is like a sign of 
the real. But the real question is: 'Who is j esus?' 
The historical jesus was not the Messiah. The 

Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: . 
Who is dividing the church, and why do some 

leave the faith? 
Answer: 
The church is deluged with denominational atti

tudes. Sectarian teaching has found its way into 
many pulpits and into the classrooms in many of our 
schools and universities. 

John gives us an apostolic view of the causes of 
such apostasy. "They went out from us, but they 
were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would no doubt have continued with us: but they 
went out that they might be made manifest that they 
were not all of us" (1 John 2:19). Guy N . Woods has 
aptly portrayed: 

They became apostates from the fold by going 

prophetic Jesus is the Messiah. He wasn't born 
in Bethlehem of Judea. He was born in 
Sandersville, Georgia. 

Who is jesus? Who is Elijah? jesus and Eli
jah are one and the same. I am that Elijah that 
was to come and now is. 

Those are direct quotes from a Farrakkan 
speech. You probably are thinking, "So what? He is a 
nut and we don't need to be bothered about what he 
thinks." Well, the fly in the ointment is: The United 
States government has given $20,000,000.00 of tax
payers money to Louis Farrakkan (Nation of Islam, 
that is). At this very moment there is a proposal to 
give him another million and a half dollars for his ri
diculous and unfounded claim to have a cure for 
AIDS (Farrakkan says that white scientists created 
the HIV, which causes AIDS, to destroy the black 
man). 

The majority of the blacks in America do not 
agree with the ridiculous claims of Louis Farrakkan, 
and no members of the church accept what he 
teaches. But Donna Shalala, secretary of Health and 
Human Services for the present administration takes 
him seriously and gives him money .. . your money. 
Now, don't you feel better? FF 

out. They were not 'of' the disciples, i.e., they 
did not possess the same spi rit of obedience 
characteristic of the disciples, for if 'they had 
they would have continued with' the disciples. 
In apostatizing from the faith, they were 'made 
manifest' (shown to be not of the disciples). 

Others, like those of this text, adopt false and 
heretical doctrines, forsake the church, and make 
shipwreck concerning the faith (1 Tim. 1:19). 

The Bible presents varied reasons for the infec
tion and spread of the disease of apostasy. Why do 
some leave the faith? 

Deception is one reason for division. Paul noted 
that false teachers of Corinth posed as pious and in
formed brethren, yet because of their lack of true 
Bible knowledge, were void of spirituality (1 Tim. 
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1:19-20; 6:4; 2 Cor. 11:14-15). 
He further says that such impostors feigned 

Christian maturity: 

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the apostles of 
Christ. And no marvel, for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light. Therefore, it 
is no great thing if his ministers also be trans
formed as the ministers of righteousness, whose 
end shall be accord ing to their works (2 Cor. 
11:14-15). 

The Bible points out that many will be deceived 
into believing doctrinal error because they choose 
to follow personalities rather than the teaching of 
Christ (2 Tim. 4 :1 ff; Matt.7:21-23). During the pre
millennia! heresy of the '20s and '30s, many were de
ceived by "that sweet-spirited preacher," R.H. Boll. 
In the mid-'30s, K.C. Moser advocated "unmerited 
grace" which placed more emphasis upon the "per
sonal" Jesus than upon his doctrine. Obedience was 
minimized. Many followed Moser because he 
showed an irenic spirit, however contrived that spirit 
might have been. Some remember the "kind and 
meek" attitude which was displayed by the leader of 
the modern "Unity in Diversity" movement, W Carl 
Ketcherside, though at times he exhibited a vicious 
spirit. 

There are convincing personalities in this gen
eration who are using the same strategy to draw 
away many disciples into accepting their favorite 
theories of grace only, and change of the unchange
able, and mutating the immutable. (The essential ele
ments of the church, which is the body of Jesus, can
not be altered without destroying it. Instead of being 
the bride of Christ it becomes a harlot.) 

The desire for pre-eminence is a driving force 
among some " professing" Christians who are bent 
on a course of control. Some have ventured so far in 
their quest for power that they encourage congrega
tional rebellion in an attempt to "change" and "re
form." 

The apostle John recounted to Gaius the sad 
state to which Diotrephes had fallen in loving pre
eminence (3 John 9). Diotrephes wanted to be the 
petted and pampered. He refused to receive the 
apostle John as a brother in Christ. No doubt, 
Diotrephes thought he had risen to new heights of 
spirituality. 

When the goal is control, the end always justifies 
the means. Such a perverted spirit would rather rip 
apart the body of Christ rather than mend; divide 
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rather than graft; and, split apart rather than seam. 
Some in the church despise doctrine and seek to 

amend the will of God to make it mold and conform 
to their notion of "progressive" Christianity. The 
Bible says we should attend to sound doctrine, con
tinue in it, and hold steadfastly to it (1 Tim. 4:6; 1 
Tim. 4:16; 2 Cor. 2:17; Titus 2:7, 12; 2 Tim. 1:13; 
Titus 1:9; 2:1). 

Truth does not divide. It is incapable of division. 
When the hammer of error falls on the wedge of dis
cord, it recoils against the seasoned stone of faith, 
but fragments the unstable sandstone of human am
bition. Error and weakness are the cause of division. 

We cannot walk in fellowship with those who 
have gone out from us, even though they were once 
of us (1 John 1:7; 2:19). 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, JX 78748 

(joseph D. Meador is the director of the South
west School of Bible Studies, an excellent institution 
for the training of men who aspire to preach the 
Word. He may be contacted at the above address or 
by calling [512] 282-2438.) 

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

ENG YING 
HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 

4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 

Phone 895-8437 



Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or R.C. Ray~!~ ~33-5274. 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area: 645 11th Avenue, 99701. 
(907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-

-Florida-
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 7~~-~!~8. 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 3?~-?~~7. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m •• C:h.a~l!e T. Gamer, minister. 

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida Sch~~l.o! ~reaching. 

-Michigan-
Garden City- 1657 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Fred Davis, 
minister. (313) 422-8660 off., 427-4416 res. 1-
275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlelbelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia "ch"u;;h of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St.,Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 
553-0546. Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, Farmington - Sunn"y" Vie~ Church of Christ, 

Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. -Arizona-

Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Broking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. j. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (SOl) 932-4328. 

- California -
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local contact (510) 287-9592. ..... 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy ~ ~~ ~tadena Dr. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., '!~d: ?;30 p.m. 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872) •••••• 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony.'!i}l!ams, youth minister. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hartley Simmonj, minister. 

- North Carolina -Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
minister. (3/4 miles ";e~t. '!f.Mobile Hwy.) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 

977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 -Ohio-
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m~ 9~~e. Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 ~·?'; !1;1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W of 
Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159,497-
0240 

-Idaho-

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship. 
Fairborn, near Dayt~.; "a~d Wright·Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, Y.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home ofOklahon~~~ 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

C central Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
BURCH OF CHRIST Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Arnott Lowder, 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher. minister. 787-5814. 

10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, - Indiana - - Oregon -
preacher. (

209
) 

732
-
5670

• Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
- Colorado- Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., p.m., call786-~754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

f h 6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. _ Pennsylvan"1a _ Craig - Downtown Church o C rist, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 - Louisiana -
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. ..... 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

Morgan City - 8th and Clothelde Street Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1756, 70380. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (504) 384-5383. 
Cornelius C. Abbott Ill, preacher. 

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun· 
dation Lectureship. 
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- South Carolina - west Lec~reship. Pu~~ishe~ . of The Christian 
Worker, "The ·word of Life: KLBj ·590 AM, 

Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S. Main St., Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1~85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 ·a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
tlation LectUreship. • •••• 

Baytown -Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Lester Kamp, 
minister. Publisher of "Matters of THE Faith ... 

Denton - Pearl Street Church o( Christ, 312 
Pearl Sr., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. ..... 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 

Rosenbers - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341~7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m~, 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Sef!i~ !I! English and Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio - North;r~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Crossville - Lantana Church ~f . Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

·jimmie B. Hill, minis!e~ .••• 

evangelist. Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Hurst_ Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla Franklin Sr., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 

W d 7 30 B'll Cl Edd' minister. (703) 382-7.83. 7 •••• 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold. Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-

: 3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. ..... 
Mt. juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 

·· Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. ..... 

Robertson County 
· Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
. exits .98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 

Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, or 654-2091. 

p.m., e • : p.m. 1 ayron, ae 
Whitten, preachers. ••••• 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church SL, Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn easL Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell and Andy 
Dooley, ministers. • •••• 

Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 15573, 
-Texas - (903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 Hwy 67. Wayne Blake, evangelist 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:.30, 10:30 a.m., 6 Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk 8c WalnuL 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South- (817) 491-2388, Lynn Blair, minister. 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton - Hampr~~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(804) 851-3496 or 7~;~~~3. 
Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mile S.l-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelisL (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., (307) 638-746~ ••••• 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

• The World Is Yours and Other Sennons (hardback) ........................................... $3.00 
• Beautiful Star (13-lesson study of the book of Esther) ......................................... 2.25 
• Breaker, Breaker (looking at our past doctrinal positions) •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.••••••• 2.00 
• S Minutes with the Master (SO 5-minute sennons) ••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 2.25 
• I Dare You - Communism as a Preacher Sees It ................................................... 2.00 
•Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 1 (study of 13 Bible words) •••.•.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 2.50 
•Great Words of the Bible, Vol. 2 (study of 13 more Bible words) ...................... 2.50 
• Young People's Problems (13-lesson study) ............................................................... 1.00 
• Things Young People Should Know (13-lesson study) ........................................... 2.00 

-Some of brother Smith's books have aged, but the message they proclaim will net~er grow old.-

Order a complete set of books for :yourself and a friend for the special price of 
$9.95 per set plus shfppfng. 

Books sold individually for the price listed plus shipping. 
Please send no morae,. We will be glad to bill ,ou. 

.- Finn Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1- 800-572-3619 -
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation, 
Ad Department, P.O. Box 210B76, Bedford, 1X 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must 
be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by 
the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 450 
members in South Georgia, very active in World 
Missions, and local church program seeks a man to 
work in a multiple role with our Family Life 
Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be a self
starter, and sound in the Faith. Salary negotiable. 
Send r~um~, references, and video or audio tape 
to elders, Forrest Park Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
2331, Valdosta, Georgia 31604. 
Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send r~sum~ and 
video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and intro of 
family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 Troy 
Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667-6708. 
Wanted: We are in need of an experienced, 
conservative minister of the Gospel. The con
gregation is led by 3 elders and averages 180 in 
attendance. Salary is negotiable and housing is 
furnished. Please send a r~sum~ and a tape of recent 
sermons. (Either audio or video.) Send to: The 
Elders, W. Carpenter Rd. Church of Christ, 
G-2296 W. Carpenter Rd., Flint MJ48SOS 
Mid-Missouri congregation, 60 members, self
supporting, seeking conservative gospel preacher. 
Please send r~sum~ to Truman Road Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 29, Higginsville, MO 64037. 
The church in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full-time 
minister. Please send r~sum~ and tape (if possible) 
to Search Committee, P.O. Box 3824, Estes Park, 
co 80517. 
Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small congregation 
nestled in scenic Blue Ridge Mountains of Morgan 
County seeks energetic preacher. Ideal for ex
military or retired couple. Scores of DC and 
Baltimore retirees new to the area. Contact Matt 
Morrison (915) 674-2638. 
If you can fish for fish and fish for men, you would 
enjoy preaching for us. We need a minister who 

likes to visit visitors and members of the 
congregation. We are located about 2 hours drive 
south of Dallas on deep end of Cedar Creek Lake. 
Small in number but want to grow. Most of our 
members are retired and live on or near the lake. If 
interested write or send r~sum~: Elders, Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 395, Malakoff, TX 74148. 
West Texas congregation of approximately 300 
families seeks an experienced pulpit minister. Please 
send r~sum~ to C. A. Prichard, Chairman, Search 
Committee, 600 N.W. 16th, Andrews, TX 79714. 
Fax (915) 523-6448. 
Birdwell's Chapel Church of Christ seeking a sound 
gospel preacher. Contact Barry Jarvis (615) 452-
7859 or Allen Butler (615) 325-2664. 
Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities, 
partial support. Send r~um~ to Hardy Reeves, 1553 
Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360 (209) 862-2554 

Preachers Available 
Preacher, 58, married, wants to relocate in general 
area of N. TX or S. OK with congregation of 50-
100. Have been with church in Eunice, LA for 17s 
years. BSE and MA from ACU in 1959 and 1964. 
For r~sum~, references, and info., write Jerry A. 
Price, 331 S. 4th, Eunice, LA 70535, or call 318-
546-0347. Need to be nearer aging parents. 
Have KJV Bible; will travel. Call (810) 475-1608. 

For Sale 
Church bulletins bound in hardcover $15.00. 1· 
800-4-WINNCO or WINNCOl@AOLCOM 
POWER Lectureship Books: The Two Covenants 
(1996 uctureship). The Major Prophets (1995). 
The Minor Prophets (1990). The Providence of God 
(1989). Order from Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. (601) 
393-2690. Each book $15.00 plus $2.00 shipping 
&:: handling. Multiple orders sent and billed. 
The Lewis-Weatherly Written Debate on Holy 

Books to Inform you ••• 

Spirit Baptism and Miracles is now available. 72 
pages, comb bound. Weatherly affirms that mirada 
occur today; Lewis affirms that miracles have 
ceased. Send $4.75 plus $1.50 shipping to John T. 
Lewis, P.O. Box 65, Lone Grove, OK 73443. 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and librari~ 
Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring &:: Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $15,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 
Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whaler,, 
Happened to Heaven and He/11 (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21~0. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 1102' 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will btJ glad you did. 
Missionary couple looking for congregation to 
support us in Latin America. Long·time expcrien~ 
in Latin America and Europe. Fluent in Spanish. 
Send your correspondence to Missions Ministry, 
P.O. Box 655, Graton, CA 95444. 
Missionary needs support. Experienced missionary 
needs additional $1,000 support per month to cover 
living costs. Already on field. You may take over 
$100, $200 or more. Write to HJD, P.O. Box 48, 
A-2380 Perchtoldsdorf, Austria-Europe. Supervisins 
congregation: Park Heights Church of Christ, 
Hamilton, TX. 
Studend Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299·1475. 
Planning retirement? Too little incomd My 
answer-support yourself in the Lord's work where 
needed. Truly ground floor opportunity-unique 
electronic air purifiers-home, auto, commercial
inexpensive. Solve many breathing problems. 
Removes dust, smoke, bacteria, odors, gases, mold, 
dander, dust mite waste. Make over $100,000 
annually with new luxury car bonus. Info.-call Ken 
Franklin (retired gospel preacher), 1·800·708-6237 
or write 3903 Butternut Ct., Brandon FL 33511. 
Wanted to buy: Used set of Burton Coffman 
Commentaries (OT &:: NT). Preferably within 400 
mi. of San Angelo. George Hooper, 3300 Voight 
#8, San Angelo, TX 76905 (915) 658·5319. 

• Sermons That Save by Robert R. Taylor Jr. .....................................................................• $7.95 
• Among the Scholars by David Hester .....................................................................•.......•. $&.95 
• Creation Compromises by Bert Thompson ........................................................•..••...... $1 0.95 
• Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals by William Woodson and J. E. Choate •...... $18.95 
• The Eternal Kingdom by F. W. Manox .........................................................•.... ~ •....•....... $11.00 
• Change Agents and Churches of Christ by William Woodson ...................•................... $6.95 

These are excellent books to add to your own library. They make wonderful gifts. 

Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. 
Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 
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--=-"Training Men to Preach in Spirit and in Truth Since 1978"=;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;::; 

Reasons You Should Consider Southwest: 
• Southwest offers an outstanding full-time program of college Bible training. 
• Southwest credits are accepted at select Christian universities (up to 65 sem. hrs.). 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. 
• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. 
• Southwest is staffed by a well-qualified and experienced Bible faculty. 
• Southwest requires the completion of 72 college Bible courses for graduation. 
• Southwest offers one of the finest research libraries among schools of preaching. 
• Southwest offers a multi-media library complete with CD-ROM computer system. 
• Southwest offers verse-by-verse study of every book in the English Bible. 
• Southwest provides the Christian Woman's Studies program for students' wives. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in expository and topical preaching. 
• Southwest provides two courses in debate - principles and methods. 
• Southwest provides two years of training in biblical languages (Hebrew - Greek). 
• Southwest provides training in television evangelism and studio production. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in research and writing. 
• Southwest provides one year of practical training in English grammar. 
• Southwest is fully approved to issue 1-20 forms to accepted foreign students. 
• Southwest is tuition free - V. A. benefits - Limited scholarships available. 
• Southwest is ready to mail you an information packet - Call or write today! 

Joseph D. Meador, Director, Faculty of Old Testament; 
Gary Colley, Faculty of Bible and Preaching; Carl Garner, Faculty of Bible; 

John W. Moore, Faculty of New Testament; AI Macias, Faculty of Bible; Tim Ayers, Faculty of Bible 

Home-schooled high school graduates are encouraged to apply. 

-A friendly reception awaits Incoming students.-

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 . 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1996 
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Finding Sermon Subieds 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

Sunday is over; two sermons have been preached; 
there's no time for rest; it's time to begin again. 
What shall I preach on next Sunday? With a 

dread that stifles both spirit and imagination, the 
preacher, head down and back slumped, trudges to the 
study wondering why his creative incubator seems to 
lay more eggs than it hatches. 

Why do some preachers have more subjects than 
they can preach on in a lifetime, while others search 
for hours, find nothing, and, like George Eliot's 
Maynard Gilfil, resort to a stack of yellowed sermon 
outlines, selecting two in order without reference to 
topics or the needs of his hearers? (Scenes of Clerical 
Life, Penguin, 1973.) The need for two sermons every 
week can demoralize the preacher and result in "Satur
day night specials" that are more deadly than the 
handguns that bear that name. How are sermon sub
jects found? 

First, good sermon subjects are seldom found 
while looking for them. The preacher may be reading 
Scripture, he may be reading some book, he may be 
listening to conversations on a bus, he may be fishing, 
hunting, or golfing, but, with a mind that is attuned to 
the needs of his hearers, a subject leaps off of the page 
or out of the conversation, and he says, "That is what 
people need to hear." 

Second, the preacher is always ready to record the 
product of the creative spark. He may carry a small 
notebook, a 3x5 card, or a small recorder, but what
ever device he chooses, he doesn't let a moment pass 
before he records the thought, perhaps adding other 

thoughts when he can. Then, without fail, the sermon 
idea finds its way into a filing system where it awaits 
its selection. A filing system not only preserves ideas 
that would otherwise be forgotten, it provides time 
for ideas to mature and grow. The filing system may 
range from a loosely organized alphabetized-by
subject filing of the 3x5 cards or others scraps of pa
per on which thoughts have been hastily scribbled, to 
a sophisticated computer data base, but the important 
factor is that there is some system of meaningful recall 
that makes the information useful. 

Third, the preacher plans his sermons in advance. 
The pressure of the last minute strangles creation. Last 
minute preparation is no more likely to produce well
balanced nutritional sermons than a housewife can 
produce well-balanced nutritional meals by going into 
the pantry at 5:30 and staring blankly at its contents 
trying to find something that she can have on the table 
by 6:00. Last-minute preparation is most apt to wind 
up feeding those who are hungering after righteous
ness with spiritual junk food! Advance planning elimi
nates the arduous time spent searching for a subject. It 
reduces the likelihood of preaching on the same sub
ject. Late preparation gives birth to repetition because 
it is easier for the preacher to deal with his pet peeve 
or favorite subject than with what the congregation 
needs to hear. It has been said that a business man who 
fails to plan plans to fail. Is it any different for the 
preacher? 

Advance planning provides time for the sermon to 
ripen and mature. Events observed, papers, magazines, 

(continued on page 8) 
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Editorial 

Does Grace Guarantee 
Final Salvation? 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Rubel Shelly and Randall Harris wrote: "It 
is a scandalous and outrageous lie to 
teach that salvation arises from human 

activity of any sort. We do not contribute one 
whit to our salvation" (Second Incarnation, 
p. 207). 

Allen, Hughes, and Weed echo the no-works
all-grace theology of Shelly and Harris in their 
book The Worldly Church. With pontifical el
egance this trio declares: 

There was once a time when Churches of Christ were widely 
known as people of the Book. All who knew us knew that we hun
gered above all for the Word of God. They knew that we immersed 
ourselves in its truths and sacrificed dearly to share the gospel 
with those who had never heard. These were our most fundamen
tal commitments. We knew it and others knew it (pp. 1-2). 
Churches of Christ in those years neglected the themes of grace 
and love, and preached instead a rigorous and demanding gospel 
of duty, self-reliance, and law (p. 35). rrhe] New Testament be
came essentially a law book or divine constitution for the church, 
with most of the doctrinal 'facts' reduced to a level of equal impor
tance. The Bible became atomized, broken up into separate little 
bits of doctrine which could be codified into law. It became a 
document filled with workable formulas, neat blueprints, a docu
ment above all eminently rational and suited, many thought, the 
new scientific ways of knowing (pp. 58-59). 

Advocates of the newspeak religion hate law and love ambiguity. 
In the current writing of liberals among us one finds paranoia, dis
guised as "the hermeneutics of suspicion." To liberals the enemy is 
common sense, clarity, and objectivity itself. The idea that earlier 
scholars and teachers may actually have known something is dispar
aged as "the transmission of ready-made-knowledge." We are sol
emnly warned against teaching that "the things that thou hast heard 
of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2). 

Clever objections are raised to the New Testament doctrine of 
law under Christ. Such questions as: Are we under a system of law? 
Are we under a law for righteousness? Are we under a law contained 
in ordinances? Are we justified by obedience to a system of law? Is 
the New Testament of the letter or of the Spirit? Do we serve in 
newness of the Spirit or the oldness of the letter? Is all the law we 
are under briefly comprehended and fulfilled in this saying, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself? 

These questions are calculated to discredit law and doctrine and 



promote easygoing, low-cost, do-as-I-please grace. 
Truth has nothing to fear from questions. Mark that! Advocates 

of error can never answer questions. Investigation will trip them up 
for the same reason the liar must always remember what he said lest 
he contradict himself, whereas enlightened lovers of truth are able 
to answer any question - even disingenuous ones. 

If you cannot answer questions and be consistent, you need to 
re-think your position. Liberals will not (cannot not) answer ques
tions, neither will they enter into honest dialogue in pursuit of 
truth; they will gather in a situation they control to ridicule those 
who oppose them and who expose their assault upon the authority 
of the Bible and their public rape of truth. But they lack the man
hood to engage qualified dissenters in free and open discussion. 
Their positions cannot stand investigation for the same reason light 
hates darkness. 

To answer the above questions, let us first survey Bible teaching 
on law. This will help put the questions and answers in proper per
spective. 

The Bible emphasizes both the importance of law and the mag
nitude of grace. Without the generous favor of a benevolent Creator, 
none can be saved. Still, to receive the rich gifts of a loving God, 
there is something for the sinner to do. God's spiritual gifts extend 
only to law-keepers. We secure the promises of the Great I Am by 
the "obedience of faith." That is a basic lesson of the Bible. Consider 
some fundamental things about law. 

• There has never been a time when God did not rule by law. There 
was God-given law from Creation to Moses. It was not written, 
but it was law. It was a moral code, but also included positive di
vine law. (It made provision for sacrifices. Abel offered an accept
able animal sacrifice; it also rejected some sacrifices - the veg
etable offering of Cain, for instance.) 

Paul wrote: uFor until the law [Mosaic Law] sin was in the 
world: but sin is not imputed where there is no law" (Rom. 5: 13.). 
Note: (1) Sin was in the world from Adam to Moses; (2) where 
there is no law there is no sin; (3) therefore law was in the world 
from Adam to Moses. 

• God gave a written law to Israel through Moses to preserve the 
promise to Abraham that uin thee and thy seed shall all nations be 
blessed." Paul, speaking of the need for a written law to be added 
to the unwritten moral law, said: "What then is the law? It was 
added because of transgressions, till the seed shou ld come to 
whom the promise hath been made" (Gal. 3:19). 

The law of Moses did not provide for the absolute forgiveness 
of all sin. The book of Hebrews quotes from Jeremiah about the 
need for a new (second) covenant that would provide for the for
giveness of all sin (Heb. 8:8-13). 

• The New Testament refers to the second covenant as "the law of 
the spirit of life in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 8:2); "law of Christ" (Gal. 
6:2); "law of God" (Rom. 7:22); "law of liberty" Uames 2: 12); 
"royal law" Uames 2:8). We, like Paul, are under law to God and 
to Christ (1 Cor. 9:21). This law of life provides for the absolute 
forgiveness of all sin, if the sinner meets the conditions. 

Law is "a set of rules or principles deal ing with a legal system." 
The New Testament includes law. It involves a legal system. The 
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new law given through Jesus is a "covenant" and a 
"testament." Both of these are legal terms. Both 
carry the idea of contract or agreement. The New 
Testament is a rule (Phil. 3: 16). It is, therefore, a 
rule book. 

Law includes stipulations, requirements, com
mands, and precepts. Saving faith must include 
works of obedience. It involves submission to the 
statutes of faith's law. Note the following: 

"Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, be
ing alone" Uames 2 :17). 

"Ye see then how that by works a man is justi
fied, and not by faith only" Uames 2:24). 

"For as the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is dead also" Uames 2:26). 

No one was ever blessed as a result of his faith, 
in any age, who did not first demonstrate his faith 
by an overt act of obedience. No exceptions! 

We cannot be saved without the grace of God, 
but to receive that grace one must show in his life 
the "obedience of faith" (Rom. 16:25-27). 

Faith must produce works of obedience to the 
commands of God. The believer must repent 
(Acts 17:30); the penitent must confess j esus 
(Rom. 10:9-10); the penitent believer must be 
baptized to wash away sins (Acts 22: 16). Except 
we experience that new birth from above, we can
not enter the kingdom of God. It is through hear
ing the saving message, faith, repentance, confes
sion, and baptism that the "law of the spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus" makes us free from "the law of 
sin and death." 
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• In addition there is the law of sin and death (Rom. 
8 :2); civil law (1 Pet. 2: 13-15); and the law of the 
husband (Rom. 7:2); the law of thy mother (Prov. 
6:20). 

So, you see, we are under many laws - the law of 
Christ, civil law, the wife is under the law of the hus
band, the law of sin and death, the eternal moral law 
of God, the law of your mother. The Mosaic law has 
been repealed, but law has not been abolished. The law 
of Moses has been changed for the law of Christ to al
low Jesus to rule with his disciples as kings and priests 
(Heb. 7:12). 

"H.e that turneth away his ear from hearing the 
law, even his prayer shall be abomination." 

"He that keepeth the law, happy is he." 
Grace and law- faith and works- are not mutu

ally exclusive, but complement each other. Jesus con
stantly hammered home the need to be obedient to the 
heavenly Father's will, and set for us the consummate 
example of such submission. "Though he were a Son, 
yet learned he obedience by the things which he suf
fered; And being made perfect, he became the author 
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him" 
(Heb. 5 :8-9). 

Questions 
With this background, we are in a position to answer 
the questions mentioned earlier. 

• Question: Are we under a system of law? 

Answer: Yes. We are under civil law. Wives are un
der the law of their husbands The saved have obeyed 
"the law of the spirit of life in Christ," and been made 
free from "the law of sin and death." We are under the 
royal law - the perfect law - the law of liberty. 

• Question: Are we under a law for righteousness? 

Answer: Righteousness is the response of faith to 
revelation. David wrote, "My tongue shall speak of 
thy word: for all thy commandments are righteous
ness" (Psa. 119: 172). (Notice: this Scripture connects 
the Word of God with commandments and righteous
ness.) God's Word includes commands. Righteousness 
is the result of obeying those commands. When 
Abraham's faith caused him to obey God, it was im
puted to him "for righteousness" and only then was 
he called "the friend of God" Uames 2:21-23). This is 
our example and shows clearly that we are under a law 
for righteousness. 

• Question: Are we under a law contained in ordi
nances? 

Answer: We are under the "law of sin and death," 



and "civil law," and wives are under the "law of the 
husband." The nature of law is to have ordinances. An 
ordinance is "an authoritative command, or order." If 
you are under any law, you are under ordinances. The 
Mosaic law was "contained in ordinances" because 
that is the nature of law, but the law of Moses was su
perseded by the law of the spirit of life in Christ, 
which can make us free from the law of sin and death, 
if we obey its ordinances. 

• Question: Are we justified by obedience to a law 
system? 

Answer: God's offer to pardon sinful people has 
many factors. We are saved by works Games 2:24); we 
are saved by faith a ohn 3: 16); we are saved by grace 
(Titus 2:11-12); we are saved by confession (Rom. 
10:9-10); we are saved by baptism (1 Pet. 3:21); we 
are saved by law (Rom. 8:2); we are saved by the gos
pel (Rom. 1:16). We are saved by many things, but by 
none of them alone. Peter wrote: 

Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the 
truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, see that ye love one another with a 
pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of cor
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever (1 Pet. 
1:22-23). 

Our souls are purified by obedience to the truth 
(see also John 8:32). The truth of the gospel contains 
the perfect, royal law of Christ. Law, as already noted, 
is necessarily systematic. The conclusion would be, 
yes, we are justified by a system of law. The alternative 
is to say that we are justified without a system of law 
and that would mean universal salvation. 

• Question: Is the New Testament of the letter or of 
the Spirit? 

Answer: Paul wrote, "Who [God] also hath made 
us able ministers of the new testament; not of the let
ter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit 
giveth life" (2 Cor 3:6). The question is based on this 
Pauline statement. To give an answer we must know 
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how Paul is using the words letter and spirit. There are 
some clues from Paul's other writing. For example: 

But now we are delivered from the law, that being 
dead wherein we were held; that we should serve 
in newness of spirit, and not in the old ness of the 
letter (Rom 7:6). But he is a jew, which is one in
wardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is 
not of men, but of God (Rom 2:29). 

"Letter" in these passages refers to the law of 
Moses, which made no provision for forgiveness of all 
sin. "Spirit," which has to do with life, is used to refer 
to the "law of the spirit of life in Christ." In which 
case the apostle is saying the "letter" [law of Moses or 
Old Covenant] kills because it accuses and condemns 
but does not save, whereas the "spirit" [law of Christ 
or New Covenant] not only makes us aware of our 
sinful nature and separation from God, but also gives 
the plan of salvation. One brings life and the other 
death. The contrast in the 2 Corinthians 3:6 passage is 
between the law of Moses and the law of Christ. In 
verse three Paul speaks of a law written upon tables of 
stone and a different law written upon hearts of flesh. 
In verse seven, he speaks of a ministration of death. In 
verse eight, he speaks of the ministration of the spirit. 
It becomes very clear that Paul is showing a dissimilar
ity between the two laws. The law of Christ is of the 
spirit, which does not mean that it has no commands 
to be obeyed and regulations to be carefully followed, 
but that it gives the life that is life indeed - the abun
dant life. The law of Christ brings total forgiveness for 
those who obey its conditions. James MacKnight, in 
commenting on 2 Corinthians 3:6, gave this para
phrase: 

He indeed, by inspiration and miraculous pow
ers, hath fitted me to be a minister of the new 
covenant, not of the letter, or law of Moses, but 
of the covenant written by inspiration of the 
Spirit. Now the covenant of the letter killeth ev
ery sinner by its curse, but that of the Spirit 
maketh alive every believer by its promise. 

• Question: Do we serve in newness of the Spirit or 
the oldness of the letter? 

Answer: This question is based on Paul's state
ment in Romans 7:6, where the apostle is again con
trasting the law of Moses and the law of Christ. The 
law of Moses has been abrogated and the law of Christ 
established. The answer given to the previous question 
shows that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not 
the oldness of the letter. David Lipscomb, in com
menting on 2 Corinthians 3:6, wrote: 
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[N]ot of the letter, but of the spirit - The con
trast is between the epistle written in the heart 
and that written on stones. [The letter is the law, 
which found its most characteristic expression in 
the commandments engraven upon the tablets of 
stone, while the contrast with this is the Spiri t, 
the source of that new order or constitution of 
things which was established by Jesus Christ. The 
contrast is between the law and the gospel, be
tween Moses and Christ, between laws imposed 
from without and from within.) [F)or the letter 
killeth- This evidently refers to the old covenant 
because it brought the knowledge of sin and 
death, but did not give life, because none kept its 
requirements .... [B)ut the spirit giveth life -
This was the ministration of life because it pro
vided for pardon and life in Christ. 

comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself (Rom. 13:9). 

The apostle taught that love of neighbor includes 
treating him right and, therefore, obeying all of the 
commands of Christ concerning our relationship with 
one another. If loving neighbor as self is "all the law 
we are under" then we are not under the command to 
love God supremely (Matt. 22:37-38), and Scripture 
is made to contradict itself. We are required to keep 
every specific of the law of Christ, if we receive spiri
tual blessings, which include fo rgiveness and the 
promise of eternal salvation. 

Conclusion 
The grace of God guarantees our final salvation. 

• Question: Is all the law we are under briefly ful
filled in this saying, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself? 

This, of course, does not mean grace alone, but grace 
accessed by faith, which includes works of obedience. 
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God" (Rom. 5:1-2). 

6 

Answer: Paul wrote: 
For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou 
shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shal t not 
bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if 
there be any other commandment, it is brie fl y 
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The Virtue of Doctrine 
By Robert Johnson 

I n his book Primary Purpose, author Ted Haggard 
states there are two basic, unchanging truths of 
faith. 

The first one is that Jesus Christ died on the cross 
for our sins and gave us access to God and eternal life. 

The second one is the Bible is the Word of God 
and our only standard for spiritual experience. 

These two basic statements are, in essence, all that 
matters spiritually, according to Haggard. Beyond this 
is our interpretation of Scripture, which is only a mat
ter of opinion. His emphasis is for all Christians to 
agree on these two key beliefs. No one, however, 
should choose to divide or separate over anything 
else, as they are non-absolutes. 

My first response was, "Who decided these two 
issues were all that mattered to the gospel, and what 
criteria was used to establish it?" For example, Jesus 
considered baptism essential to the preaching of the 
gospel (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:16). How can anyone 
be honest with the integrity and example of Scripture, 
and ignore baptism? Of course, the answer is Ted 
Haggard arbitrarily decided these two issues were all 
that mattered. Reducing Christianity to only these 
two elements makes the gospel fit almost anyone's 
theology. It allows Christianity to be completely unob
trusive and inoffensive. 

The second of his basic beliefs clearly illustrates 
this. "The Bible is considered the Word of God and 
our only standard for spiritual experience (empha
sis mine)." Once the Bible is no longer considered 
the standard for truth, anything goes. Doctrine be
comes non-absolute, a subjective opinion, and the per
sonal preference of an individual or group. It may 
have significance for the individual or group, but only 
in that particular context. Otherwise, doctrine is 
non-binding, having no inherent authority. 

This religious philosophy is not so much innova
tive as it reflects current religious thought. Such a 
view of Scripture and doctrine is necessary if there is 
to be interdenominational unity. "You believe in your 
doctrine, I'll believe in mine, but we're united on the 
basics. Are we not therefore brethren?" The quest for 
unity demands throwing truth out the window, and 
taking an existential "leap of faith" in the name of fel-

lowship. Such a view of the gospel stands for every
thing and, thus, nothing. 

Actually, it is this spirit that has captivated some in 
the Lord's church. Does this not speak of the willing
ness of some among us to fellowship almost anyone 
and everyone? Does this not justify others to plead we 
should accept everyone who believes in baptism for, 
and because of remission of sin? Under such condi
tions, who would argue with those who think salva
tion comes by grace only? Perhaps, such a view helps 
explain a comment made to me several years ago: 
"The Church of Christ will wind up being the last de
nomination." Such a view authenticates Linus' com
ment in the comic strip, Peanuts. "It doesn't matter 
what you believe, so long as you're sincere." 

In reality, the rejection of absolute truth (of which 
doctrine is all about) by society, is responsible for the 
rejection of absolute truth in religion. George Gallup 
Jr. wrote of American faith in the '90s. "While reli
gion is highly popular in America, it is to a large ex
tent superficial. There is a 'knowledge gap' between 
Americans' stated faith and the lack of the most basic 
knowledge about that faith." Well, why be concerned 
about it if it is "non-absolute"? 

The fact is, doctrine does matter! It is interesting 
that, as society rejects absolutes and assumes every
thing is relativistic, we experience moral decline. 
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What was abandoned in the name of fellowship and 
unity has cost us our moral character and is leading us 
to destruction. 

If all Scripture is inspired, then it takes all Scrip
ture to teach, reprove, correct, and instruct in righ
teousness (2 Tim. 3: 16). Rejecting Scripture as the 
standard for truth and doctrine never permits one to 
be "complete, furnished completely unto every good 
work" (2 TllD. 3:17). 

This is the problem with society today. By making 
doctrine subjective and optional, we ruin any chance 
for morality to be practical and applicable, for godly 
living and spiritual values to be meaningful. Doctrine 
transforms (Titus 2:1-8) and provides the only con
text in which we can discuss life-related issues pro
ductively and definitively. To deny the importance of 
doctrine is to build on sand (Matt. 7:24-27). 

D octrine and Scripture are forever intertwined. 
Two New Testament words are most often 
translated "doctrine," "teaching," or "in

struction." When you examine these terms in the New 
Testament, you understand doctrine refers to Scrip
ture, what is fully and completely revealed in the New 
Testament (1 Tim. 1:3-4; Jude 1:3). So, if Scripture is 
inspired, doctrine finds its source in God. This is why 
Paul could write Timothy: "Take heed to thyself, and 
to thy teaching. Continue in these things; for in doing 
this thou shalt save both thyself and them that hear 
thee" (1 Tim. 4: 16). This is why he could also exhort: 

If any man teacheth a different doctrine, and 
consenteth not to sound words, even the words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which 
is according to godliness; he is puffed up, know
ing nothing (llim. 6:4 ). 

Paul warned: 
For the time will come when they will not endure 
the sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, will 
heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; 
and will turn away their ears from the truth, and 
tum aside unto fables (2 lim. 4:3-4). 

As it has happened many times in the past, so it is 
occurring again. If we accept the inspiration of Scrip
ture, we must accept, teach, and defend the doctrine it 
presents. It also means we keep our fellowship from 
those who would alter or reject its doctrine (Rom. 
16:17). This is the only means by which a lost and dy
ing world can find its way to truth and life. It is the 
only means by which we can ensure salvation for our 
souls. 1610 Lawnview 
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Finding ·sermon Subiects 
(continued from page 1) 

and books read provide information and illustrations 
that enliven a sermon just as spices enliven a gourmet 
dish. The observant preacher will find more material 
accidentally while the sermon is "in the oven" than he 
will on purpose when time is short and prep~ation is 
forced. Thus, he will be less likely to regurgitate stale 
thoughts from old sermons or sermon outline books. 

Advance planning provides time for the preacher 
to consider carefully his approach to his subject. Is his 
approach designed to demonstrate his cleverness or to 
help his hearers? The greatness of a sermon comes not 
from the cleverness of the idea behind it, but from its 
ability to "strengthen ... the weak hands, and confirm 
the feeble knees" (lsa. 35 :3) of the hearers. 

Finally, planning enables the preacher to announce 
his subjects in advance. Knowing the subjects enabl~s 
the congregation to be alert to comments, questions, 
and needs of neighbors and to invite their neighbors 
when the sermon subject and the neighbor's interests 
coincide. Additionally, it enables the song leader to se
lect hymns that complement the sermon, giving both 
the sermon and the songs added meaning. 

Sunday is over; two sermons have been preached; 
there's no time for rest; it's time to begin again. What 
shall I preach on next Sunday? No problem. I've been 
planning it for weeks. 

10880 Memorial Dr. 
Houston, TX 77024 
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Sinning in the Dark 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Some pray the Lord to forgive our sins of igno
rance. Painfully aware of man's unworthiness 
before God, they do not want to leave any 

transgression unresolved. Still, such a prayer is of little 
practical value. 
· It is impossible to repent ~f a transgression of 
which you are ignorant. You cannot abandon a sinful 
practice until you know precisely what constitutes a 
transgression. Yet, forgiveness is contingent upon re
pentance. 

Is there an excuse for a Christian to be ignorant of 
sin. How long does it take a computer to print out the 
"thou shalts" and "thou shalt nots" in the Bible? 
Reading the passages with understanding would take 
less than a day. Any semblance of an excuse for sin 
would evaporate with the reading. 

Asking forgiveness for "sins of ignorance" is ques
tionable. 

One group heard among us champions the "grace 
orily" theology. Christians are urged not to burden 
themselves with worry over their sins, especially "sins 
of ignorance." 

We are assured that salvation is solely a matter of 
grace. "It is God's job, let him bear the burden." Alleg
edly, God will not condemn anyone who is doing the 
best he knows when he dies. 

A sugar-stick pressed into error's service at this 
juncture is: 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin 
(1 john 1:7). 

This text allegedly provides assurance that one 
who dies in ignorance is safe because his ignorance 
protects his place in the light. 

The passage teaches no such thing. God's fellow
ship is not for those walking in darkness. Claiming 
fellowship with God while walking in darkness is a 
lie. To be in fellowship requires "walking in the light," 
which is the essence of godliness (cf. 1 John 2:9-11; 
Col. 1:12; Eph. 5:8). 

Continuous cleansing is contingent upon walking 
in the light. Fellowship with one another is also con
tingent upon walking in the light. You cannot walk in 
the light and darkness at the same time. You cannot 

walk in the light accidentally. To continue in the light, 
you must deliberately avoid darkness. 

1 John 1:9 says, "If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to dean us 
from all unrighteousness." God's promise to forgive is 
conditioned upon confession. You cannot confess a 
sin of which you are ignorant. 

Our criminal code is based on the principle that 
men should be punished in a manner commensurate 
with their guilt. Guilt is determined by the responsi
bility of the person accused. Jesus recognized this 
principle in the parable of the wicked servant: 

And that servant, which knew his Lord's will, and 
prepared not himself, neither did according to his 
will shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that 
knew not, and did commit things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes (Luke 
12:47-48). 

N otice that no guilty person was excused. The 
man who "knew not" should have known! 
All received punishment portioned to their 

powers, opportunities, and knowledge. Each passing 
day erodes any legitimate appeal to ignorance. 

There are different levels of knowledge, degrees of 
preparation, and varying amounts of service rendered 
among Christians. These differences will be factored 
into the administration of rewards and punishments. 
We leave the disposition of every case in the capable 
hands of God, but must not excuse or diminish the 
gravity of sin in the mind of any man. 

One begins the Christian walk as an ignorant nov
ice, but he must grow to maturity. He must eagerly 
desire the milk of God's Word that he may grow (1 
Pet. 2:2). It is not permissible to remain in a state of 
perpetual infancy. A nursing baby is a winsome joy. A 
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nursing 18-year-old would be an embarrassing mon
strosity. 

My experience with those advancing "ignorance" 
as an excuse for sin, and appealing to grace as a cure, 
has been enlightening. So far, without exception, they 
have been Christians for decades. They cannot suc
cessfully plead ignorance! If they are ignorant, it is 
willful ignorance. It is the result of stubborn rebellion. 

It is the product of their refusal to read and heed 
God's Word. "That ole dog won't hunt." 

[T]he times of this ignorance God winked at; but 
now commandeth all men every where repent: 
Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he 
will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained (Acts 17:30-31). 

P.O.Box411 
Livingston, TX77351 
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Language Is a Power for Unity 
or Division 

By James S. McDonald Jr. 

l anguage is important to us. It is the means by 
which we are able to communicate our ideas. 
It is one of many gifts which separate us from 

the mere animals. Without language, we would be 
hardly better than the beasts. God gave man dominion 
over all living things. He gave man, in the beginning, a 
language, the ability to speak, to express thoughts, to 
name things. 

If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of 
God: if any man minister, let him do it as of the 
ability which God giveth: that God in all things 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen 
(1 Pet. 4: 11). 
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It is interesting that men spoke in one language 
until the events recorded in the eleventh chapter of 
Genesis. Language gives men a sense of bonding and a 
sense of independence and power (Gen. 11: 1-9). 

This brings us to the record of the building of the 
tower of Babel. Babel was located in the region of the 
world historians call the Fertile Crescent, or the 
Cradle of Civilization - the land between the Tigris 
and Euphrates Rivers. 

It is of compelling interest that it is to this same 
land that modern language scholars have traced the 
"mother tongue" of all men. This certainly is no coin
cidence. 

God Gave Man the Power of Ieason and Speech 
Because man had been given reasoning powers along 
with language, he had already used his inventive pow
ers several times in the historical record of the Bible, 
and we see again the results in Genesis chapter eleven 
as men invented brick to make stronger dwellings. In 
their pride they decided to "build a city and a tower, 
whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make a 
name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the 
earth" (Gen. 11:4). The threat was not that they 
would do so, but that they envisioned it, and thought 
they could do it. It was human arrogance and vanity 
that brought God's rebuke. 

What was God's solution? Fire, hail, earthquake? 
No. God confounded "their language that, they may 
not understand one another's speech" (Gen. 11: 7). 

That ended the matter right there. They were scat
tered abroad. They could no longer communicate 



with one another, could no longer work together. 
Their prideful dreams of grandeur were gone. It had 
been a common language which had bound them to
gether, and it was a diversity of language which drove 
them apart. 

language Can Unify and Divide 
Nehemiah saw this as he anempted to restore not only 
the physical walls of Jerusalem to separate the city 
from the surrounding country side, but also to restore 
the reading of the law of Moses before the people to 
bring about their spiritual separation from the people 
of the land around about them (Neh. 13:1-3 ). 

The last chapter of the book of Nehemiah tells of 
hindrances to the people's unity. Notably in verse 24, 
we read that the young children, because of their hav
ing been mixed with the people of the land, "spake 
half in the language of Ashdod, and could not speak in 
the Jew's language." That is to say, they could not un
derstand the reading of the law. What they could not 
understand, they could not obey. 

Has it ever occurred to us that from the time of 
Moses to Christ, the Hebrew people were bound to
gether with one language ? God's prophets could 
speak to the people in every generation, and be under-
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stood (see Ezekiel 3: 1-14). There a lesson for us in 
this. 

language Is Important 
to Maintain the Unity of Gocfs People 

In Acts 2:6 every man heard the gospel in his own lan
guage that each might understand and obey. And in 
the words of our text, "If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4: 11). Now, there 
is more to this consideration than just languages of 
men (English, German, Russian, etc.) . There is the 
concern we need to give to speak the words of God to 
his people that there might be unity rather than divi
sion among them. To speak as the Bible speaks. To call 
Bible things by Bible names, lest there be confusion 
among God's people. 

When new names are invented by men to describe 
Bible things, or worse, when denominational termi
nology is used with its own set of contextual meanings 
or overtones of innuendo, such can only destroy the 
unity of God's people. To speak half in the language of 
Ashdod (the surrounding religions), and not being 
able to speak in the "Jew's language" (the terminology 
given by God), is decidedly destroying the unity of 
God's people today. 

Strange language Makes Strangers 
As we visit from congregation to congregation of 
churches of Christ across the land, we find ourselves 
more and more among strangers because of the 
strange language (terms) we hear. It is the language of 
Ashdod and not the language of God. We cannot un
derstand and are confused. Unity among us is giving 
way to division because of those who have compro
mised and have adapted the terminology of the world 
and of the religions around about us. 

There is a power for evil in language, e.g., the 
tower of Babel. But there is also a power for good. 
From Moses to Christ, God's people were given one 
language in which the Law of God was written and 
read. The success of the early efforts to restore the 
New Testament church in modern times has been 
largely because of the unity of language - to speak 
where the Bible speaks (and as it speaks), and be silent 
where the Bible is silent. 

The decline in the restoration of New Testament 
Christianity in the 1990s has come about, at least in 
part, by the introduction of strange and unknown lan
guages (terms) among us. "In all things let God be glo
rified through Jesus Christ." 

711 O'Hara Rd. 
Middleburg, FL 32068-6860 
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Royce Money Makes Apology1 

In a stern letter Uuly 17, 1996) to the editor of the 
Firm Foundation Royce Money, Ph.D., and pres
ident of Abilene Christian University, complains 

that the Optimist (ACU's student newspaper) mis
quoted Mr. Joe Cope, executive assistant to the presi
dent. President Money acknowledges that the Firm 
Foundation accurately quoted the Optimist, but the 
Optimist misquoted Cope. 

The Firm Foundation ijuly 1996) correcdy quoted 
the Optimist (Nov. 19, 1995) that some members of 
the ACU board of directors can "belong to any de
nomination." We are now informed by brother Money 
that "a beginning reporter simply misquoted Mr. 
Cope and did not check with him about accuracy .... A 
correction was printed in the next issue of the Opti
mist." 

The Firm Foundation regrets that the Optimist 
made this serious mistake. We are happy to take notice 
of the retraction in the Optimist, and express the hope 
that ACU faculty advisors will keep a close eye on the 
writing of beginning reporters. We blame, not the 
poor student who was there for training and deserved 
careful supervision, but the head of the ACU depart
ment of journalism and mass communication, under 
whose tutelage the Optimist is produced. Of course, 
the buck always stops at the president's desk. 

Anyhow, we thank Royce for calling this to our 
attention. 

By the way, brother Money, we take note that you 
do read the Firm Foundation and are concerned about 
its contents, especially where ACU is mentioned. (fhe 
Firm Foundation report which you protest was in a 
subsection of the paper on page 25.) Now, since we 
have your attention, how about responding to some 
other things the Firm Foundation has noted about ac
tivities at ACU. 

Will you favor the brotherhood by saying if ACU 
accepts and endorses the following: 

• The dynamic Baptist lay-preacher, Charles 
Hundley, recommended by Dr. Jack Boyd and 
two of his "highly-placed colleagues at ACU," 
teaching United States history at ACU. 

• The wildly applauded statements of Mark 
Henderson and Bill Banowsky at the recent ACU 
lectureship that the church should be in full and 
unrestrained fellowship with denominations. 

12 September 1996 
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(The lectureship was managed by William E. 
Young, ACU's director of lectureship; President 
Money was on the platform.) 

• The statement of Carroll D. Osburn, Car
michael Distinguished Professor of the New Testa
ment at Abilene Christian University, abandoning 
verbal inspiration of Holy Scriptures and saying 
the Bible contains mistakes in science, history, 
and geography (Peaceable J(jngdom, pp. 53-70). 

• Carroll Osburn's statement (ACU Lecture
ship, 1992) that women have the scriptural right 
to preach a sermon (prophesy) during a Sunday 
worship service where both men and women are 
present and where the Lord's Supper is served. 

• Andre Resner's statement that the blessed 
mother of Jesus was a "sexually questionable 
woman" (Wineskins, Nov. 1992, "Christmas At 
Matthew's House"). Resner is a professor of 
Bible at ACU. 

• Douglas Foster's unscholarly misquote of 
David Lipscomb (Wineskins, May 1992, "The 
New Birth and Christian Unity"). Foster is an
other ACU professor. 

• The claim that conversion can consist of find
ing a lost ring in a dark theater (Optimist, June 4, 
1992, "Bible-Preachin' Bike-Ridin' Editor in 
Chief"). 

• Carroll Osburn's appeal for open fellowship; 
his denial of baptism for the purpose of obtaining 
the forgiveness of sins; his teaching that instru
mental music in worship is not sinful; and his no
tion that the Lord's Supper does not need to be 
eaten by the devout disciple every Lord's Day 
(Peaceable Kingdom, pp. 90-91). 

• Osburn's claim that the inspired New Testa
ment writer, Jude, was guilty of plagiarizing ("to 
put forth as original to oneself the ideas of words 
of another") from profane and impure sources 
(namely, the Pseudepigrapha book of 1 Enoch) 
(Peaceable Kingdom. pp. 93-122). 

Brother Money, the Firm Foundation would 
deeply appreciate your response to these matters, even 
if it is adverse to the Firm Foundation. We love ACU 
and want the school to stand "in the ways and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way; and walk 
therein, and ... find rest for your souls." 

-editor 
1 a. A formal justification or defense. b. An explanation or excuse. 
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Missionary Page -Rod Rutherford, editor 

False Teaching Comes to Mission Field 
By Jim E. Waldron 

T here is a strong effort across America to restruc
ture the churches of Christ to make them more 
palatable to the denominational world. This is 

not the first time this has happened in North America. 
In the latter part of the last century churches by the 
hundreds were swept into apostasy because Bible au
thority was scorned. 

The code word of the modern digressives is 
"change." Many of them are saying the church will die 
if it does not change to attract baby boomers. Who are 
we seeking to please and honor - baby boomers or 
God? 

Those who support false teaching export their her
esy into the mission field. While I was in South India 
recently, brother E.A. Arumugam showed me a copy of 
a book which had been mailed to him anonymously: 
The Second Incarnation, by "Dr." Randall J. Harris and 
"Dr." Rubel Shelly (1992). 

This book is bold in its efforts to obscure the iden
tity of the churches of Christ. For example, the writers 
affirm, "It is a mistake to equate the church with what
ever it is that we are at the moment" (p. 61); thereby 
condemning the affirmation by God's people today 
that they are the church because they hold the pattern 
of sound words (2 Tim. 2: 13). Again, Harris and Shelly 
say, "What religious people of all stripes and varieties 
have done to determine the identity of the church 
seems to make perfectly good sense" (p. 62). 

They also deny the church is the kingdom of God 
founded on Pentecost and proclaim, "We are praying 
for the kingdom to come" (p. 104 ). They, like many in 
the denominational world, confuse the eternal home 
of Christians with the kingdom foretold in Mark 9:1 
and founded on Pentecost (Acts 2:36-41; 8:12; Col. 
1:13; Rev. 1:9). 

Brother Curtis Cates, (9194 Lakeside Drive, Olive 
Branch, Miss. 38654) director of the Memphis School 
of Preaching, has written a review of the Shelly-Harris 
book and carefully exposed many of the errors in it. 

A major part of the digression in the last century 
came when preachers went for graduate studies in 
such seminaries as Harvard and Yale, then came back 
promoting evolution, classical liberalism, and mod-

ern ism. 
Brother J.E. Choate, and Adron 

Doran have documented much of this 
digression in their book, The Chris
tian Scholar. 

Brother Choate is writing articles 
in which he shows how modernists 
took over the College of the Bible at 
the beginning of this century. He is Rod Rutherford 

also demonstrating how false teachers 
in this generation are seeking to do the same thing in 
some of our present schools. Also, the Firm Foundation 
has over the last five years documented much of this 
current digressive movement coming out of Abilene 
Christian University. 

Brother Goebel Music in 1991 published Behold 
The Pattern, in which he meticulously documented 
the uncertain sounds of ten preachers and/or college 
professors. These men are: Max Lucado, San Anto
nio, Texas; Stephen Taylor, former professor of 
Abilene Christian University, who is now in England; 
Larry James, Plano, Texas; Rick Atchley, Fort Worth, 
Texas; Randy Fenter, San Antonio, Texas; Jim Hack
ney, Fort Worth, Texas; Jeff Walling, Mission Viejo, 
Calif.; Randy Mayeux, Dallas, Texas; Rubel Shelly, 
Nashville, Tenn.; and Denny Boultinghouse, West 
Monroe, La. 

But while men slept, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 

The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers 
are the angels. 

As therefore the tares are gathered and burned 
in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 

The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and 
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity; 

And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 
hear, let him hear. 

P. 0 . Box 792 
Tucker, GA30084-7924 
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Reviving the Ancient Faith: 
The Story of the Churches of Christ in America 

A Critique of the Richard T. Hughes' Book 

By J. E. Choate 

Dr. Hughes desires the honor of writing the de
finitive history of the churches of Christ in 
this century. The book is judged a failure. 

Contemporary Restoration historians give the book 
low marks finding the scholarship in the research to 
be inept, biased, and historically incorrect. 

This writer criticizes the book solely because it is 
another means designed to destroy the conservative 
churches of Christ. First, the book reflects the theol
ogy and philosophy of our liberal brethren who dis
honor the biblical traditions of the conservative 
churches of Christ. 

Second, this article(s) will document the fact that 
Dr. Hughes fabricates a case that the churches of 
Christ began as a sect in the early years of the 19th 
century. The study is an odd mixture of fact, fiction, 
propaganda, and sheer nonsense. 

The definitive Restoration histories that Hughes 
seeks to emulate are W.E. Garrison and A. T. DeGroot, 
The Disciples of Christ: A History; William E. Tucker 
and Lester G. McAllister, A Journey in Faith: A His
tory of the Christ Church (Disciples of Christ). James 
DeForest Murch of the Christian Church wrote Chris
tians Only. These historians did not calculate to de
stroy their own churches. 

The books written by Earl I. West titled The 
Search for the Ancient Order reflect honor on the 
churches of Christ. His credentials as a bona fide his
torian are credible. He believes that the church of 
Christ was born from the baptismal waters on Pente
cost as a direct act of God. 

We are frank to say we are filled with disgust for 
the likes of Rubel Shelly, Douglas Foster, and Richard 
Hughes who profess love for the churches of Christ 
which they would dishonor by reducing the churches 
to the status of another Protestant denomination. 

Outside of the glowing promotions of the book by 
Douglas Foster in the Restoration Quarterly and the 
Christian Chronicle, and a review by Larry James in 
Wineskins, the book is receiving little favorable atten
tion. 
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Dr. Hughes' research in the files of the Gospel Ad
vocate and the Christian Standard reflects the famous 
line of Alexander Pope- "A little learning is a danger
ous thing., 

Hughes has flunked the test which would merit 
him a place in the ranks of credible historians of the 
Restoration. This is proved by the fact that he has fab
ricated whole blocks of Restoration history. Dr. 
Hughes thinks to make his case with misinformation 
and distortion. 

These are serious charges. We do not question the 
integrity of Dr. Hughes, just his reliability as a Resto
ration historian. However, we do accuse him with 
"blind siding" the facts of what actually happened, to 
concoct a story. 

This fact is sharply focused in his failure to under
stand that Isaac Errett, not Stone and Campbell, is 
the chief architect of the Christian Church/Disciples 
of Christ as they exist today. Likewise, Hughes does 
not understand that David Lipscomb read clearly 
the scriptural blueprint of the apostolic church. His 
understanding of Lipscomb is acutely limited and 
wrongheaded. 

What amounts to a show of courage to his admir
ing liberal brethren is little more than a quixotic joust
ing among the historical windmills to put down the 
conservatives churches of Christ which are the objects 
of his increasing fury. We fault Dr. Hughes for his 
scurrilous attacks on the conservative churches just to 
climb a little higher on the academic ladder. 

Dr. Hughes tells us of the pain he suffered when 
he abandoned the faith of his fathers. Does he really 
believe that this new jerry-built denomination -
Church of Christ - which is not yet on the drawing 
board will replace the church that Jesus built upon the 
rock. In this new "propped up" denomination, there 
is raucous applause at their baptisms, overhead projec
tors, praise services, and a host of other innovative 
practices in their worship services. Such are not on
scriptural- just silly. 

The main tenets of their theology are love, grace, 



and open fellowship. Their ideal church models are 
the Willow Creek Community Church and the "Third 
Wave" Pentecostal movement where the ecstatic wor
shipers laugh their heads off. 

Why Dr. Hughes continues to identify himself 
with the churches of Christ is a puzzle. He is one of 
five members of the Editorial Committee of the Dis
ciples of Christ Historical Society. Dr. Douglas A. Fos
ter is a member of the Editorial Committee of the 
DCHS. There is no denomination in existence on this 
planet whose theology is more liberal than the Dis
ciples of Christ from gays in their clergy and the elimi
nation of gender pronouns from their Liberated Bible. 
Is this what Dr. Royce Money means by "unity in di
versity"? 

Analogy: Bablalers In the Market Place 
Whatever knowledge of American church history Dr. 
Hughes picked up in the University of Iowa, he lacks 
the perceptive, intuitive, and imaginative gifts of a cre
ative thinker. 

It is preposterous that Dr. Hughes would even 
imagine that he has now joined the illustrious ranks of 
such Restoration historians as DeGroot, Murch, 
Tucker, McAllister, and Earl I. West. Has Dr. Hughes 
struck a bargain with Mephistopheles for academic 
recognition at the cost of his spiritual birthright? 

The Malor Theses of "Reviving the Ancient Faith" 
Hughes stumbles and falls on the very first page of his 
book where he states the white mainstream churches 
of Christ trace their American heritage to Barton W. 
Stone and Alexander Campbell. Even a poorly in
formed Restoration historian would know enough to 
recognize that the divine beginning of the church was 
on Pentecost A.D. 33. 

Dr. Hughes contends that four major themes have 
shaped the character of the traditions of the churches 
of Christ from their 19th century beginnings. A brief 
statement for each must suffice for th~ time being. 

First, he contends that the defining characteristic 
of the churches of Christ throughout the 19th century 
and well into the 20th century was the notion of the 
Restoration of primitive Christianity. He states that a 
number of religious movements in the 19th century, 
including the Mormon Church, dedicated themselves 
to recovering primitive Christianity. 

Second, Dr. Hughes fancies that he has a safe ha
ven in a tenured position inside the ivory towers of 
academia. But the impact of these words will eventu
ally settle in on his brethren: "Churches of Christ be-

gan as a sect in the early nineteenth century and 
evolved into a denomination during the course of the 
twentieth century." 

Third, Dr. Hughes argues that churches of Christ 
drew from two leaders - Campbell and Stone. The 
hard facts are they were the foundational forerunners 
of Lard, Milligan, McGarvey, Fanning, Lipscomb, Er
rett, Lamar, Garrison, and others who hammered out 
the details. 

Fourth, Dr. Hughes bases his book on two millen
nia! doctrines. Campbell is pictured as holding to a 
postmillennial view (that time when Christian faith 
would reign triumphantly on earth in a golden age of 
peace). On the other hand, Hughes contends that 
Stone promoted his pessimistic understanding that 
not until the "Second Coming" and the millennial rule 
of Christ on earth would the messianic ideal become a 
reality. Dr. Hughes builds his whole case around this 
"absurd" contention. 

Postscript 
We promise to prove our case in times ahead that Dr. 
Hughes has failed to state a case, much less make one. 
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can do the same for them. Your gift is sent di
rectly by you, not CSN, to the subscriber who 
has had a medical emergency. 
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The plan has been in effect and working for go
ing on 4 years. 1400 individuals are already 
participating and loving it. Let us hear from you 
today I 

The CSN is NOT an insurance company. 
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Promise Keepers 
By Wayne Burger 

Throughout the Old and New Testaments, God 
has placed a tremendous burden on the shoul
ders of men. One of the great weaknesses in 

our nation is a lack of the proper male role model. 
When men fail to be the kind of leaders God desires, 

·:there is always trouble in the land, in the home, and in 
·God's kingdom. Men in the United States of America 
·have failed to be God's leaders. Especially today, we 
·need more men who are God's kind of leaders. 

In recent years some capable men have seen the 
4 need for stirring men toward fulfilling their God- ap
pointed positions of leadership. They have formed an 
organization, Promise Keepers~ which has grown tre-
. mendously. It has become more than just men encour
aging men to be men. It has grown so much that it is 
now called a movement or a revival much like this 
country experienced in the late 1700s and 1800s. 

What Is It? 
There is nothing wrong with men getting together 
with men to encourage each other to be better men, 
better husbands and better fathers. But, Promise Keep
ers is more than that. Listen to how Promise Keepers 
defines itself: 

Though the 'time of God's favor' has been gener
ously extended to all people in all times through 
the cross, church historians have noted that there 
have been specific seasons of God's increased fa
vor throughout history. Scholars use such terms 
as outpouring, awakening, movement, and revival 
to describe those unique periods when God be
stows His grace and power in unusual measure 
upon a people to extend His kingdom on earth. 
There's a growing consensus among Christian 
leaders that we are now, once again, in such a 

Sound Doctrinal Books 
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time (Seven Promises of a Promise Keeper. p. 3 
edited by Promise Keepers). 

Doctrinal Error Promoted 
If this movement were preaching truth, all Christian 
men and women should support it. But, it is promot
ing serious religious error. 

First, they teach error with regard to how one be
comes a Christian. In a section called "Are You Sure 
You're a Christian?" they write: 

You need to do five things to become a part of 
God's family. If you haven't already done these, I 
urge you, if you're sincerely ready, to do them 
now: 

1. Admit your spiritual need, 'I am a sinner.' 

2. Repent: Be willing to tum from your sin and, 
with God's help, start living to please Him. 

3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the 
cross and rose again. 

4. Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into 
your heart and life. Pray something like this from 
the sincerity of your heart: 

Dear Lord Jesus: 

I know I am a sinner. I believe You died for my 
sins and then rose from the grave. Right now, I 
tum from my sins and open the door of my heart 
and life. I receive You as my personal Lord and 
Savior. Thank You for saving me. Amen. 

S. Then tell a believing friend and a pastor about 
your commitment (Seven Promises of a Promise 
Keeper, p. 1 0). · 

"[l]n the summer of 1993 in Boulder, Colorado, 
more than 50,000 men filled the Colorado University 
football stadium .... More than 4,000 of them went 
forward to be reconciled to Jesus Christ" (Seven 
Promises of a Promise Keeper p. 6). 

Notice first that they did not give a single Scrip
ture to prove this plan of salvation came from God. 
The Bible teaches that one must hear God's Word 
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ijohn 6:45), believe that Christ is the Son of God 
Oohn 8:24; Rom. 10:17), repent (Acts 17:30), confess 
faith in Christ (Rom. 10:9-10) and be baptized for the 
forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38; 22: 16). 

Second, they ignore Bible instruction for unity, 
promoting a union rather than unity. 

Now, I don't mean to suggest that all cultural dif
ferences and denominational distinctiveness will 
disappear. But what I know is that Almighty God 
wants to bring Christian men together regardless 
of their ethnic origin, denominational back
ground, or style of worship. There's only one cri
terion for this kind of unity: to love jesus and be 
born of the Spirit of God. Can we look one an
other in the eye - black, white, red, brown, yel
low, Baptist, Presbyterian, Assemblies of God, 
Catholic, and so on - and get together on this 
common ground: 'We believe in salvation through 
Christ alone, and we have made Him the Lord of 
our lives?' Is that not the central, unifying reality 
of our existence? And if it is, can we not focus on 
that and call each other brother instead of always 
emphasizing our differences? Men, we have to 
get together on this! (Seven Promises of a Promise 
Keeper pp. 161-162). 

Notice again that the emphasis is on "believing in 
Jesus" as the only thing which makes men and women 
Christians and is the only thing upon which unity de
pends. 

One will say, "Are we not for unity? and didn't 
Jesus pray for unity?" Yes, we are, but we must be for 
unity as the Spirit instructs (Eph. 4:1-3). Unity of the 
Spirit means walking in the truth which the Spirit 
gave. Remember, it is truth which sets us free ijohn 
8:32). 

Promise Keepers are wrong in the very heart of the 
matter, that is, on how one becomes a child of God. 
There surely can be no unity of believers if one is not 
a believer according to God's instruction. There are 
numerous other things, such as worshiping in an 
unauthorized manner by using mechanical instru
ments, which show that this movement is not follow
ing the instruction which the Spirit has given in God's 
Word. In fact, leaders in this movement claim a lead
ing of the Holy Spirit separate and apart from the 
Word of God. Randy Philips, president of Promise 
Keepers writes, "[T]he Holy Spirit prompted me in a 
unique and unmistakable way" (Seven Promises of a 
Promise Keeper, p. 3 ). 

I Am Disturbed 
It disturbs me that so many of my brethren in Christ 
are participating in this religious movement. It 
breaks my heart that even churches of the Lord's 

people are promoting this movement. To participate 
with them is to promote false doctrine (Eph. 5:11; 2 
John 9-11). Doctrinal issues do matter (Gal. 1:6-9; 
1 Tim. 4:16). 

Some will say, "But, so much of what they do is 
good., Let me remind you, 97 percent of what is in 
D-Con Rat Poison is fit for consumption, but it's the 
other 3 percent which gets the rats. Let us not be de
ceived just because of the way it looks- sin is deceit
ful (looks good), but it is deadly (Heb. 3:13). Even 
though many men in this movement are honest and 
sincere, they are honesdy and sincerely mistaken. But, 
I have to say about the movement as a whole as the 
Holy Spirit said about some: 

For such men are false apostles, deceitful work
ers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 
And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself 
as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising 
if his servants also disguise themselves as servants 
of righteousness, whose end shall be according to 
their deeds (2 Cor. 11: 13-15). 
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The Answer 
By Frank Chesser 

It is in God's will for the elders to oversee the wor
ship, work and spiritual life of local congrega
tions of the church. The Lord wants qualified "el

ders in every church" (Acts 14:23). God requires them 
to function as "overseers, to feed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood (Acts 
20:28). Elders will "give account to God for each soul 
under their oversight (Heb. 13:17). As Moses feared 
and trembled at Mount Sinai (Heb. 12:21), so ought el
ders, considering their awesome responsibility before 
God, to be sober-minded and reverent. 

The greatest single problem facing the church to
day is in the leadership. The pulpit is literally killing 
the church in many places. The answer to an insipid 
pulpit is a qualified eldership. Godly, truth-loving el
ders will demand a strong, Bible-centered pulpit. 
Preachers majoring in philosophy, human interest sto
ries and current events will either shape up, move on 
or be moved. 

A devout eldership is the answer to the great void 
of church discipline that is promoting sin and dulling 
the spiritual sensitiveness of the church. It takes elders 

with the courage of David to face this Goliath of sin 
and lead the church in withdrawing "from every 
brother that walketh disorderly" (2 Thess. 3:6). 

A spiritual eldership is the answer to the Joss of 
purpose in the church. Family life centers to play in, 
fellowship rooms to eat in, social events for the youth, 
and pleasure trips for the aged have supplanted God's 
mission to seek and save the lost. There is a time and 
place for fun and fellowship, but soul-conscious elders 
will lead the church in "converting the sinner from the 
error of his way" ijames 5 :20). 

Every congregation is the lengthened shadow of 
its leaders. Speaking collectively, no congregation can 
exceed the summit of its leadership. Elders must lead. 
In matters of judgment, the idea of authority inheres 
within the eldership, but shepherding is more living· 
and doing than decision making. Elders must be "ex
amples to the flock" (1 Pet. 5 :3). The real power of an 
elder's influence is not the whiplike sound of his au
thority, but the Christ-like nature of his life. 

6273 Sycamore 
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Watered-down Baptism 
By Allen Webster 

When we water something down, it is di
luted, weakened, and made less potent. In 
the old days, taverns "watered-down" fire

water to make it go further. (I've been in restaurants 
that did the same thing to ketchup for the same rea
son.) Some medicines are "watered-down" so they 
will not be too strong for children. If paint becomes 
too thick while sitting in a shed, it may have to be wa
tered-down before it is usable. 

In religion, some things have been watered down. 
In a decadent age of loose morals, many religious 
teachers have "watered-down, the gospel to make it 
more appealing to vice-ridden baby busters (Gal. 1:6-
1 0). We are told: 
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"It's okay to drink, just don't get drunk"; 
"Dress provocatively, but don't go naked"; 
"Gamble if you want, if it's for a good cause, or 

entertaining, just don't become addicted"; 
"Sex before marriage is acceptable, so long as it is 

between 'consenting adults.'" 
Thus homosexuality is blinked at, gambling sanc

tioned, social drinking permitted, immodesty de
fended, dancing promoted, and adulterers accepted 
without question (cf. Rom. 1:24-28; Rom. 12:17; 
Prov. 23:29; Eph. 6:18; 2 Tim. 2:9; Gal. 5:19-21; 
Matt. 19:9). 

Doctrinal matters have not escaped the water 
bucket either. Change agents within the walls of Zion 



have "discovered" grace is not only unmerited but un
conditional. Since culture has changed, women are 
not to be denied leadership roles. Instrumental music, 
once an innovation, is now offered an invitation. Pen
tecostalism and premillennialism were once debated 
but are now propagated. The Holy Spirit used to work 
only through the Word, but now he moves in mysteri
ous ways. (On these points read: Eph. 2:8-9; Matt. 
7:21-23; 1 Tim. 2:8-12; Rev. 22:18-19; Col. 2:17; 1 
Cor. 14:34; 2 Pet. 3:9; Eph. 6:17.) 

You could say the "bucket brigade" is "ashamed of 
the gospel" (Rom. 1:16). 

Baptism, too, has long been diluted in the Protes
tant and denominational world. No one can deny the 
importance of baptism in the Bible since it occurs 
nearly 100 times in various forms in the New Testa
ment. The Bible doctrine of baptism has been "wa
tered-down" in at least three ways. 

Baptism by Sprinkling Instead of Immersion 
Some have watered down baptism by taking most of 
the water out! When Jesus was baptized, he was im
mersed. The text says he "went up straightway out of 
the water" (Matt. 3: 16). In order to go out of the wa
ter, one has to be in the water. Further, the New Testa-

Brown 
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ment word for baptism (baptizo) means "to dip, 
plunge, or submerge" (fhayer; cf. Liddell and Scott, 
and all standard works). John the baptist found places 
to baptize where there was "much water" Oohn 3:23). 
The apostles practiced immersion. Paul called baptism 
a burial (Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12). One who is buried is 
completely covered. The first historical case of sprin
kling is not in the Bible, but comes from church his
tory. It was in A.D. 251 to a man named Novation 
who lay sick in bed. It was not accepted, generally un
til the Council of Ravenna in 1311. 

Sprinkling is watered-down baptism. There is not 
enough left to save. 

Baptism -"to Show One Has Been Saved" 
Instead of ..,to Save" 

The purpose of baptism, according to the Bible, is to 
remove sins. No where in the Bible does one read of a 
baptism to show the world that one has been saved. 
Paul explained that it is a kind of re-enactment of the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (Rom. 6:3-
17). It shows the world that one has died to sin, that 
the dead man is buried so a new man can arise and be 
alive unto God. That does not discount the fact that 
God removes sins in this act of obedience. J~sus said 
that it saves (Mark 16:16). Peter proclaimed it "for 
the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38) and "commanded" 
those of Cornelius' house to submit to it. Paul said 
that it puts one "into Christ" (Gal. 3 :26-27), where all 
spiritual blessings are (Eph. 1 :3; including salvation, 2 
Tim. 2:1 0). Peter later said that baptism "saves" (1 Pet. 
3:21). Baptism "to show you have been saved" is wa
tered down. It has lost its effectiveness. 

Baptism to -"Obey God" 
Instead of Understanding Its Purpose 

Lately, some have been willing to accept into fellow
ship those who were not baptized for the remission of 
sins. They rationalize that one who was baptized knew 
that he was doing so to "obey God," so that would be 
sufficient. The only thing wrong with that is - it's 
not true! While it is good to want to obey God, one 
cannot "obey God" without "understanding God's 
will." Jesus said, "It is written in the prophets, And 
they shall all be taught of God. Every one that hath 
heard from the Father, and hath learned, cometh unto 
me" Oohn 6:44-45). The biblical order in conversion 
is learning and then coming to God, not coming to 

God and then learning. 
Every religious action in the New Testament has a 

spiritual meaning behind it. There are no unnecessary 
rituals. One cannot misunderstand the meaning and 
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still complete the action acceptably. Take the Lord's 
Supper for instance. Can one eat the bread just to 
"obey God" and not understand that it represents his 
body and do so in a manner well pleasing to God? Of 
course not (Matt. 26:28). And neither can a bath or a 
dunk in a swimming pool accidentally become a bap
tism. 

Paul found some in Ephesus who had been bap
tized incorrectly. Though they had been immersed, 
and had done so to "obey God," they were lacking in 
their understanding of the Holy Spirit and the coming 
of Christ (Acts 19:1-6). When they learned that they 
did not properly understand baptism under the Great 
Commission, they were baptized again. Notice that 
since they were taught wrong, their baptism was 
wrong. No man can be taught wrong and baptized 
right. 

When one is being baptized, he must have faith 
that God is removing his sins. Examine Paul's words: 
"Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raised him from the dead" (Col. 2:12). God 
performs an operation in the water. He does not cut 
away a cancerous organ or a diseased limb, but he does 
remove sin from the soul. We must have faith in that 
operation and in the Operator for it to be successful. 

Frequently in Bible studies, a sincere person who 
has learned what the Bible teaches about baptism will 
ask, "Do I need to be baptized again?" The answer lies 
in the answer to this question, "What did you under
stand when you were being baptized?" Did you under
stand that Jesus was the Son of God? If not, you could 
not be baptized scripturally (Acts 8:37-38). Did you 
understand that this action marked a change in 
lifestyle? If it did not signify a break with the old 
world (repentance), then it could not be scriptural 
(cf. Acts 2:38). Did you understand that in this act 
God would forgive you of your sins? If not, then the 
baptism could not have been scriptural since that is 
what the Scriptures teach (Acts 22:16). If one has not 
been baptized properly, he has not been baptized at all, 
and needs to be baptized rather than rebaptized. If 
one is sprinkled and calls that baptism, it is not, there
fore, baptism. If one is immersed and raised for a 
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wrong purpose, then, no matter what he calls it, it is 
not baptism in the Bible sense. 

Often the person cannot remember what he/she 
did. This is remedied usually by finding out who 
taught and baptized them. If it was a preacher for a 
particular denomination, then one can readily ascer
tain that he taught whatever that denomination be
lieves. If that group teaches that baptism is unneces
sary for salvation, then he would not knowingly bap
tize one "for the remission of sins." Further, not only 
would such a one not understand the purpose of bap
tism, he would misunderstand it. How could he go 
into the water thinking, "This is not for the remission 
of my sins since they were forgiven at the point of 
faith," and then it still be for forgiveness of sins? 

Don't settle for watered-down baptism. Get the 
real thing. P. 0. Box 512 
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Mishandling Grace 
By Burl Curtis 

P aul told Timothy to be "a workman who does 
not need to be ashamed and who correctly 
handles the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

You may hear some who leave the impression that 
salvation is by grace only and that one does not have 
to be a "workman" at all. 

Such statements as, "Salvation is 100 percent by 
grace," may be heard and not once do you hear, 
"Please do not misunderstand me. I am not saying sal
vation is by grace only. God's grace must be accepted 
by faith, repentance, confession and baptism and after 
these there are commands to keep and work to do." 
Such clear statements you do not hear. 

"Salvation is 100 percent by grace" means to the 
common man (and I am one of them) nothing else is 
required. This sack contains "1 00 percent wheat" 
means, try as hard as you may, no cocklebur can be 
found, not even a grain of corn. 

This house was raised "100 percent by jacks" 
means no booms nor levers were used. 

I paid my bill "100 percent by check" means com
pletely paid by check only. 

To avoid mishandling grace one must, as the Holy 
Spirit did, connect grace and truth. "The Word Uesus] 
became flesh ... full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). 
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Christ Jesus" (John 1: 17). Paul con
nects grace and truth in his letter to the Colossians. In 
chapter one, verses 5 and 6, he writes, "You have al
ready heard about in the word of truth, the gospel that 
has come to you ... and understood God's grace in all 
its truth." 

Since grace must be connected to truth, it must 
also be connected to the Word of God. Jesus prayed, 
"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth" 
(John 17:17). Paul handled grace this way when he 
told the Ephesians elders he had received a ministry 
"to testify the gospel of the grace of God" and com
mended them "to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among 
all them which are sanctified" (Acts 20:24, 32). Grace 
is mishandled when somehow it is made to appear dis
connected from God's Word. 

Grace is mishandled when it is made to appear dis
connected from the right kind of law, commands, 
regulations, restrictions, deeds, and works. You may 
have heard, "For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith ... not by works" (Eph. 2: 8-9). The im
pression was left that works (deeds), of any kind, had 
nothing to do with your eternal salvation. 

If this is true, then the words of Jesus to the seven 
churches of Asia become very strange and confusing. 
Over and over he said, "I know your deeds (works)." 
Why was he so concerned about works if salvation is 
not by works of any kind? Why did Jesus say, "If you 
love me, you will obey what I command," and "If you 
obey my commands, you will remain in my love," if 
there are no commands to keep in order to be saved? 

While it is.true that no amount of rule keep
ing, without accepting Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord, can save, it is also true 

that salvation in Christ requires obeying his com
mands (John 14:15; 15:10). 

Mishandling grace may make one feel good, but it 
encourages sin, neglect, laziness, irreverence, and self
ishness. When a person is convinced that "grace is all 
that is needed," why should he work hard and sacri
fice? Did not Paul understand grace and works better 
than those living today? "But by the grace of God I am 
what I am .... I labored more abundantly than they all: 
yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me" (1 
Cor. 15:10). Why did Paul mention working in con
nection with grace? This certainly does not fit the pat
tern of those who mishandle grace. Please listen care
fully to your preacher or teacher and see if this verse is 
ever used. And if it is not, please ask why? Those who 
mishandle grace would have Jesus say to the church at 
Laodicea, "My grace is sufficient for thee," instead of 
"I know thy works; ... be zealous therefore, and re
pent" (Rev. 3:15, 19). 

God does not want nor need churches that empha
size grace and neglect truth, proper law, commands, 
and works. Nor does he need those who emphasize 
work and neglect grace. 118 Red Oak Ln. 

Searcy,AR 72143 
'i: 
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Promise Keepers 
By L. Toreador, the Bullfighter 

I t is hard to imagine anything as silly as grown men 
enthusiastically promoting the Promise Keepers 
fad. It is sensible to take a long, hard, careful 

look at the bandwagon before jumping on- or stay
ing off. Those who loudly and jubilantly have leaped 
into the PK craze and are going for a wild ride, coat
tails flapping in the breeze, cannot possibly have 
looked at the strange and weird ideas of the molders, 
movers, and shakers of the program. 

Bill McCartney, Randy Phillips, and James Ryle 
are the wild-eyed, charismatic front men for the PK 
delusion, but also standing in the van are such loose 
canons as Jack Hayford and Robert Hicks. There are 
other Jimmy Swaggart types in the front ranks of the 
movement, but let's just look at Hayford and Hicks 
for a moment. 

Hayford has spoken on many (more than 5) PK 
programs - that makes him a featured and popular 
speaker for the group. At the May 1994 Promise 
Keepers regional conference in Anaheim, Calif., 
Hayford gave three reasons why God required cir
cumcision in the Old Testament: 

(1) God wants to touch your ve ry identity as a 
man; (2) He wants to reach out and touch your 
secret and private pans. This enables him to bet
ter perform surgery on the heart; (3) God wants 
to touch man's creative parts. 

Hayford admits that the command to circumcise 
boy babies was confined to the Old Testament. Does 
God no longer care about touching your secret and 
private parts so he will know how to operate on your 
heart? What about women? How can God know bet
ter how to operate on a female heart? 

Another man of tremendous influence in the PK 
party is Robert Hicks, author of the official handbook 
for the movement (Masculine journey, NavPress Pub
lishing Company, P.O. Box 35001, Colorado Springs, 
CO 80935). Hicks' book (subtitled: Understanding 
the Six Stages of Manhood) is touted at every PK gath
ering. It is a big money-maker for PK. Here is an ex
cerpt from his book: 
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I believe Jesus was Phallic with all inherent phal
lic passions we experience as men. But it was 
never recorded that J esus had sexual relations 

September 1996 
Firm Foundation 

with a woman. He may have thought about it as 
the movie The lAst Temptation of Christ portrays, 
but even in the movie He did not give in to the 
temptation and remained true to his messianic 
course. If temptation means anything, it means 
Christ was tempted in every way as we are. That 
would mean not only heterosexual temptation 
but also homosexual temptation! I have found 
this insight to be very helpful for gay men strug
gling with their sexuality (p. 181 ). 

This PK mentor thinks Jesus' inner thoughts and 
desires were as portrayed in the blasphemous movie 
The Last Temptation. The movie, I am told, represents 
Jesus as lusting after Mary Magdalene, which is a sin 
(Matt. 5:28). He also thinks Jesus had homosexual 
thoughts and temptations. His unfounded, implied ac
cusation of Jesus is glaringly disgusting. 

It boggles my mind that men professing godliness 
would countenance such blatantly false charges 
against the Son of God. Still, there are congregations 
of the churches of Christ and individual members of 
the body of Jesus who join themselves to such infamy 
and encourage others to follow their example. Those 
who are more devoted to McCartney, Phillips, Ryle, 
Hayford and Hicks than they are to the Lord of Glory 
will get in your face with sarcastic and bitter condem
nation if you say anything that seems critical of PK. 

"How long, 0 Lord ... " P.O. Box690192 
Houston, TX77269 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Beware the Tongue 
By Irene C. Taylor 

F rom the dawn of time the Lord has deemed it 
necessary to give direction about the use of the 
tongue. "Thou shalt not go up and down as a 

talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand 
against the blood of thy neighbor: I am the Lord" 
(Lev. 19: 16). "Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 
from speaking guile" (Psa. 34:13). "Therewith bless 
we God, even the Father, and therewith curse we men, 
which are made after the similitude of God. Out of the 
same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so to be" Qames 
3:9-10). 

Though women have no monopoly on the game 
of gossip, we are often most adept as players. Under 
the guise of sharing "news" we appear eager to be al
ways in the know regarding "current events" no mat
ter how sordid. We carelessly disregard the admoni
tion to "speak not evil one of another." Most of us at 
some time in our life have surrendered to the tempta
tion to pass on tidbits that we should bury. The kind
ness and loyalty extended our sisters and brothers is 
often less than that extended to our fellow workers or 
social club members. How much better that we follow 
the admonition to "be ye kind." 

We see God frowning on the tattler and busybody 
in rules given for determining what widow is worthy 
of support. He cautions us against helping especially 
the younger widows because of the temptations to 
which they may succumb. "[T]hey learn to be idle, 
wandering about from house to house; and not only 
idle, but tattlers also and busybodies speaking things 
which they ought not" (1 Tim. 5:13). 

Wise is the woman who turns a deaf ear to ran
dom, gossipy words. Scandal cannot thrive without a 
listener! Wise, also, is the woman who learns to hold 
her tongue. The wise man declares, "Whoso keepeth 
his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from 
trouble" (Prov. 21:23). 

Someone has wisely observed, "Busy people have 
no time to be busybodies." 

Solomon also has much to say about the conten
tious woman. It is never pleasant to be in the company 

of one who is constantly griping and 
finding fault. The incessant com
plainer needs to count the many 
blessings daily showered down by a 
loving Father. We need to learn 
thankfulness and gratitude. 

James declares, "But the tongue 
can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, 
full of deadly poison" Oames 3:8}. When one feels 
this goal is achieved, he lets down his guard only to 
find the job is unfinished. Because we cannot tame the 
tongue, we must always watch and guard it, lest it 
does harm and cause our own eternal condemnation. 

Before giving them a piece of our mind, we should 
take stock and be sure we have a piece to spare. We 
need to guard continually against the wrong use of the 
tongue. "Every idle word that men shall speak, they 
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment" 
(Matt. 12:36). 

The tongue not only spreads gossip and discord, 
but is also used for profanity and vulgarity. Christians 
should never - under any circumstance - use filthy 
speech. In a recent radio interview, the host urged 
young people to clean up their speech. (Reckon where 
they learned to use profanity?) One young lady de
clared that cursing was necessary to profess one's dis
dain emphatically! Do we have such a limited vocabu
lary that we cannot use clean speech to communicate 
our thoughts? P. 0. Box 464 
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Potpourri ••. 
We receive a flood of letters saying such 

things as: "What a wonderful magazine ... 
appreciate this excellent publication •.. 

timely article on Promise Keepers ... enjoy the Firm 
Foundation ... the paper helps us know what is going 
on in the brotherhood ... please continue to uphold 
and contend for the truth of God." It goes on and on 
- a steady stream of encouraging words, which we 
appreciate and need. The magazine is moving forward 
in a fine way, but we need more subscribers (probably 
will never arrive at a point when this is not the case). 
Your continued help in gaining new readers is wanted 
and treasured. 

A Good Report 
DAnna Lee Zant of Westbrook, Texas reports that 

Mike Tackett is the local preacher and also ftlms a tele
vision series. She describes him as "dynamic preacher, 
who is sound in the Scriptures, honest and hard work-

ing." She also says, "I have written this letter because I 
thought Christians everywhere should know this 
young man's work for God." 

Marriage 
OAccording to Black's Law Dictionary (1968), in 

marriage "a man and woman ... mutually engage with 
each other to live their whole lives together in the 
state of union which ought to exist between a husband 
and wife." That is in wonderful agreement with Bible 
teaching that the essentials of a marriage are: 1) a man 
and woman 2) in a state of union 3) for life. jehovah 
said, "For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother and cleave unto his wife, and they two shall 
become one flesh." jesus added, "What God hath 
joined together let not man put asunder." 

Drug Use 
ONoted columnist, Cal Thomas, observes that 

Patsy Thomasson said, under sharp questioning by Sen. 

Northern New England Lectures 
Lakes Region Church of Christ • One Mill Street • Tilton, New Hampshire 03276 

October 11·13, 1996 

Friday October 11 
Which Church Is the Blood-bought Church? .................................................................................................... Joe Gilmore, San Joss, Callt 
Has God Ordained One Redemptive Pattern for All Mankind? •••••••.•••••••••• Bobby Liddell, Memphis School of ~reaching, Memphis, Tenn. 

Saturday, October 12 
Bible Morality: Can We Know What Is Right or Wrong? •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Terry Joe Kee, Jonesboro, Arlc. 
(Men's class) Can We Really Know the Bible Is God's Word? •••••• James Rogers, East Tennessee School of Preaching, Knoxville, Tenn. 
(Ladies class) God's Work for Women ••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Janice Gamer, Dripping Springs, Texas 
Church Leaders Discussion: The History and Current Condition of the Lord's Church In the Northeast 
........................................................................................................................................................... Moderator: Daniel Coombs, Tifton N.H. 

God's Plan to Save Man •••••.••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• David Brown, Houston College of the Bible, Spring, Texas 
The Church of Christ and the Churches of Men ................................... Burt Jones, West Virginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, W.Va. 

Sunday, October 1J 
(Men's class) Elders, Deacons in the Work of the Church ••••••••••••••••••• Oran Rhodes, Midwestem School of Preaching, Sugar Creek, Mo. 
(Ladies class) You, Too, Can Evangelize ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Janice Gamer, Dripping Springs, Texas 
The Home as Designed by God ................................................................. John Moore, Southwest School of Bible Studies, Austin, Texas 
The Church of Christ: Its Future in the Northeast ........................................... David Coombs, Lakes Region Church of Christ, Tilton, N.H. 
Church Leaders Round Table Discussion 

Monday, October 14 
Bus tour to view NH foliage/seacoast and opportunities for church plantings 
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Richard Shelby, "That 11 White House staff members 
have been enrolled in a special random drug-testing 
program because of concerns about recent drug use." 

lntelleduallsm 
OAmong the well-educated, the myth still circu

lates that religion is the preserve of the dim-witted, 
unlettered, and irrational. Yet, from Harvard to Berke
ley, and among inquisitive people generally, there's a 
renewed interest in traditional religion. Why not? The 
intellectual world is littered with fake remedies and 
gods that failed, and the supply of substitutes for the 
Real Thing is running out. 
· Modernism lacks heart and soul. Liberals demand 
the right to pick and choose what to believe and do 
unfettered by a higher power. The liberal Protestant 
denominations that patented such quackery are now 
dying. Why? Because a religion that John Doe pastes 
together for himself lacks authority. It is not worth 
getting out of bed for on Sunday morning. Christian
ity made easy is a joke. 

Abortion Courtesy of the Taxpayers 
OThe Senate recently approved (51-to-45) a mea

sure sponsored by liberal Sen. Patty Murray to repeal a 
1995 provision in the defense appropriations bill that 
banned abortions at overseas military hospitals. As op
ponent Sen. Dan Coats noted, the Murray provision 
would once again mandate taxpayers to pay for abor
tions (Human Events, June 28, 1996). 

Disease Control 
OCenters for Disease Control fostered homo

sexual activities and formed an alliance with powerful 
special interest groups to defeat resistance to permis
sive sex education in public schools. Over 1,000 
people paid $20 a ticket to attend the annual soiree, 
"Great Balls of Fire." The festivity centered around 
a drag queen fashion show replete with "Butch" 
models parading up and down a runway in "Mascu
line vs. School Boy" attire. This is only one of many 
functions sponsored by CDC, which manages the 
Clinton Administration's "get-tough" on AIDS strat
egy (World and I magazine). 

Purpose of Same-sex Marriages 
OThe debate over same-sex marriages is about 

more than matrimony. The homosexual community 
wants it to be the breakthrough moment which main
streams their lifestyle. 

In the May issue of OUT magazine, columnist 
Michelangelo Signorile says getting same sex marriage 
legally recognized is "the final tool with which to dis-

mantle all sodomy statutes, get education about ho
mosexuality and AIDS into public schools, and, in 
short, usher in a sea of change in how society views 
and treats us." 

Signorile also sees the issue as a battleground of 
sorts writing that "[l]t's a stellar opportunity to take 
on the religious right on its own turf- the landscape 
of the family" (Washington Times, May 7, 1996). 

Devil Ma•e Me Do It 

IJThree teenagers' desire to meet Satan is offered 
as the motive in the murder of a 15 -year-old California 
girl. The three devil-worshiping youths hoped the 
rape, torture, and killing of the girl would get them "a 
ticket to hell" (Commercial Appeal, May 5, 1996). 

Farrakkan Again 

0 Louis Farrakkan thinks he is Elijah and that Eli
jah is Jesus, and that he (Farrakkan) is therefore Jesus. 
If that sounds convoluted, that is because it came from 
the Nation of Islam (Farrakkan's organization). HUD 
Secretary Henry Cisneros is reported to be rethinking 
the federal government subsidizing housing-project 
security guards from Farrakkan's outfit to the tune of 
$30 million dollars a year. The Nation of Islam is anti
white, and its bloodcurdling rhetoric is backed up by 
comic-book theology and its in-house murder of 
Malcolm X. The federal government should not 
shower favors on kooky groups. 

You Love Your li•s, You Say? 

OWarren A. Nord (Religion and American Educa
tion: Rethinking a National Dilemma) expands the 
debate over religion and public education. Nord, a 
professor of philosophy at the University of North 
Carolina, maintains that religion must be reintroduced 
into public schools if fairness and equity are to be ex
tended to people of all beliefs. 

Nord advocates taking religion seriously as part of 
the curriculum. He believes that the secularization of 
the modern world is the work of religious liberalism. 

Nord gave an account of J. Gresham Machen, a 
professor of New Testament at Princeton Seminary, 
testimony (Feb. 1926) on the intended Department of 
Education's planned goal- uniformity in education 
- that the intended program seemed not only mis
guided but the worst fate into which any country 
could fall. He explained that 

standardization in some spheres is a good thing. It 
is a good thing in the making of automobiles; but 
just because it is a good thing in the making of 
cars it is a bad thing in the making of individuals. 
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Machen's greater concern was the notion that 
the children of the State must be educated for the 
benefit of the State; that idiosyncrasies should be 
avoided, and the State should devise that method 
of education which will best promote the welfare 
of the State. 

He had an eye on Nazi Germany and Communist 
Russia because both nations were advocating govern
ment control of education to guarantee the outcome 
- a mindless citizen who would give blind allegiance 
to any government program or proposal. 

The Department of Education came into existence 
in 1979 and Nord's book shows how quickly it ful
filled Machen's worst fears. In examining one popular 
code, something called values clarification, Nord finds 
that "there· is never any careful or systematic attempt 
to justify these values by an appeal to moral or reli
gious thinking and theory." 

Kenneth Strike has written that the advice given to 
students is to "construct the moral universe anew 
largely by consulting his or her feelings." God and the 
Bible are ruled out. When the authors of textbooks 
"wish to appeal to an authority in resolving some mat
ter, they appeal to psychologists and social scientists, 
counselors and public opinion surveys." The dictum 
is: Just make up your own rules of conduct and code 
of ethics. This results in children having children and 
children killing other children. 

American education has failed at its most basic 
level: Johnny can~t think. The exclusion of religion, 
meaning the exclusion of a coherent and cohering 
moral overview, may be the central cause. "Unless reli
gion is taught in school, without dismissive hostility 
or prejudice at lower levels, and with conviction in 
advanced college courses, American education will 
not merely remain at its present impasse," Nord sug
gests, "but will continue to deteriorate, drawing our 
children and our society down with it." 

All the more reason for good, sound Bible school 
literature where the student can learn about God, cre
ation, authority, and rules (laws). All the more reason 
to tum away from the Bible school literature produced 
by religious liberalism, so prevalent in modern society. 
All the more reason for insisting that the public 
schools acknowledge man's Almighty Maker and the 
moral perfection that will result. 

licking God OH His Throne 
OA book titled, God: A Biography, by jack Miles, 

director of the· Humanities Center at the Claremont 
Graduate School in California, is an example of how 
liberal thought discredits God, seeks to emasculate the 
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Bible, and discredit religion. 
Miles uses his vivid imagination to read the mo

tives of God and make Deity irrelevant. He follows 
the same tack as the unbelieving creators of the Jesus 
Seminar, which is to just "make it up" because you 
have no facts. Miles begins with God's creation of the 
universe and asks the startling new questions: "What 
did God get out of it? What if he needed something? 
What if he made man because he wanted an image to 
see and understand himself?" 

God, in Miles' view, comes to know his own na
ture by his interactions with his creation. God is a glo
rified but invisible flower-child out looking for him
self, and man is nothing more than a joke. 

From analyzing God's motives, Miles creates a 
God in his own image- a very human God with limi
tations and foibles. Such nonsense is difficult to an
swer because it is made up from nothing ... God be
comes a very insubstantial being with air for innards 
and air for skin. 

Enemies 
Ojoel Belz, World magazine (Nov. 11, 1995) 

points out that David uses the word enemies about 93 
times in the Psalms, but his enemies are not clearly 
identified. Were David's enemies those people who 
couldn't abide the fact that David was a man aher 
God's own heart, and whose opposition to David was 
opposition to God himself? 

If the Bible is ambiguous about who David's en
emies were, we shouldn't be surprised if a similar am
biguity surrounds our own efforts to categorize 
people we aren't quite sure are enemies or allies. 

The wimpish way out is to pretend there are no 
enemies at all. The Bible, of course, is never so naive. 
It always recognizes there are evil people who want to 
destroy good people, and there are serious God-haters 
intent on profaning all that is holy. The Bible informs 
us of the active opposition of an enemy "who prowls 
about like a roaring lion looking for someone to de
vour." 

No Other lame 
ll In a recent issue of the Chicago Tribune (thanks 

again to Earl Davis for a copy of the paper), Paul Gal
loway gives some surprising information. He informs 
us that the Church of England replaced the idea of a 
fire-and-brimstone afterlife with the concept of anni
hilation at death - "total non-being" - for those 
who reject God's love. 

Dennis L. Okholm, Wheaton College declares: 
[P]luralism is an issue that's making everyone re-



think the Christian concept of salvation [only] 
through Jesus Christ. The old view was that 
Christianity is the one true religion and the only 
path to eternal salvation. This mean that anyone 
else- Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and in
deed, followers of any other religious belief sys
tem, not to mention agnostics and atheists -
were destined for hell no matter how moral, ethi
cal or saintly they might be. 

Okholm and Timothy R. Phillips, a fellows profes
sor at Wheaton, have written a new book, More Than 
One Way? Four Views on Salvation in a Pluralistic 
World, (Zondervan). Okholm and Phillips say, "Limit
ing salvation solely to Christians is a position that has 
been discarded or renounced by many scholars, clergy 

Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: After reading several books authored 
by college professors who are members of the 
church, I am confused as to the distinction 

which they make between the gospel and the teaching 
of Jesus. Are the gospel and the doctrine of Jesus the 
same? Do we need to make this distinction? How 
does 1 Corinthians 15:1-9 fit in with this? 

Answer: Much of the printed material to which 
you refer makes a distinction between the gos
pel and the teaching of our Lord. This type of 

theorizing is not new. The "gospel versus doctrine" is
sue has been a recurring theme over the years and has 
been trumpeted by those who desire to promote the 
unity-in-diversity view of fellowship. 

The question is: Can a distinction between gospel 
and doctrine properly be made? The idea that doctrine 
is one thing and gospel another is found in early twen
tieth century Europe. J .A. J ungmann, a German Catho
lic theologian published his views in a text titled, The 
Good News and Our Proclamation of the Faith (1936). 
Jungmann's proposed what he called the "kerygmatic 
approach to preaching." He made a hard distinction 
betweengospel (Kerygma) and doctrine (Didache). 

Later that year British theologian, C. H. Dodd, pub
lished a book called, The Apostolic Preaching and Its 
Development, in which he urged that a firm distinction 
be made betweengospel and doctrine. 

and ecclesiastical bodies, including the Roman Catholic 
Church and mainline Protestant denominations." 

Well, anyhow, that is more consistent than those 
who deny the one body (church), one baptism and one 
faith in favor of fellowship with denominations (a Ia 
Banowsky, Henderson, and ACU), but stopping short 
of embracing the honest atheist and sincere pagan. 

When you leave the Bible as the only standard of 
authority and cease to insist upon absolute obedience 
to all of its stipulations, there is no place to stop short 
of accepting as saved all who are earnest and virtuous 
-even sincere and upright atheists (eventually the in
sincere and wicked will also be approved in favor of 
universalism- God is so loving). I}-

The Bible does not support such a theory. In the 
Kaine (Hellenistic Greek) language, in which the 
New Testament was written, the word gospel 
(Kerygma) means "good news" and is used to refer to 
the salvational aspects of Jesus. The word doctrine 
(Didache) means "teaching" or "discourse," and has 
reference to the same salvational message as the gos
pel. Therefore, it is not unusual for the New Testa
ment to speak of the gospel as that which must be 
obeyed (2 Thess. 1: 8). If the gospel is only a set of 
facts- death, burial and resurrection- it cannot be 
obeyed. One cannot obey facts! 

Recently some in the Lord's church borrowed the 
discarded "gospel versus doctrine" theory from 
Jungmann and Dodd to build a base on which to launch 
their speculation about open fellowship between the 
church and denominations. They call their opinion 
unity-in-diversity - a contradiction in terms. In this 
view, the gospel is separated from teaching, or doc
trine, and supersedes it in importance. 

The adherents of unity-in-diversity stress that only 
the gospel is important since doctrine is a relative and 
elusive standard. Therefore, all believers (regardless of 
their denominational-church) are to achieve unity of 
faith by ignoring doctrine, but gospel must not be dis
carded. 

The very definition of the word gospel, in the 
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unity-itt-diversity theory, was modified to exclude ev
erything but the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus. In more recent literature this notion has been 
styled the Core Gospel. As a result of this historic shift 
in faith, some brethren stress that the gospel can be 
preached only to the lost (i.e., the world), but doctrine 
may be preached only to the saved (i.e., the church). 

In the Bible the two words (gospel and doctrine) are 
intertwined. For instance, when Paul preached the res
urrection (a part of the so-called core-gospel-triad) the 
Athenians called it doctrine (Acts 17: 18-19). How lu
dicrous it would have been for Paul to respond to the 
sincere question of the Greek philosophers by saying 
he could not teach them doctrine because they were not 
yet Christians. 

Servants of sin obeyed doctrine to be free from sin 
and become servants of righteousness (Rom. 6: 17). If 
there is a difference in doctrine and gospel, and if only 
the gospel frees from sin, how could these unbelievers 
obey doctrine? There is nothing in the context of 1 
Corinthians 15: 1-8 antagonistic to doctrine. 

It is ridiculous to say Paul preached the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus without giving condi
tions of salvation. How could one understand how to 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach'' to world evangelism-

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman, Paul Kidwell Sr. 
(formerly of "Seed Sowing"), and Jim Tittle 

• Literature and Campaigns: Ed Crookshank 
and Rod Rutherford 

• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 

• Bible Questions: David Amos and Roy J. Hearn 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 

Write: Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Call: Literature and Campaigns- (601) 895-9740 
Broadcasting - (601) 893-1015 
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respond to the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ 
separate from specific teaching or doctrine? (See Ro
mans 6:3-4 with v. 7.) On Pentecost Peter preached the 
resurrection of Christ, but also told people what com
mands to obey to be saved (Acts 2:31-38). 

Why does Paul write that Christians are made 
strong in the faith and edified by the gospel (Rom. 
10:25), if the gospel is only for the non-Christian? 

Gospel and doctrine are not separate. Some have 
accepted a false distinction between gospel and doc
trine to erect an unauthorized bridge of fellowship with 
the unwashed disobedient. 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, TX78748 

Gol:iiPO 

(joseph D. Meador is director of the Southwest 
School of Bible Studies in Austin, Texas. He is qualified 
to teach men to be all-season preachers of the unvar
nished Word of God. The Firm Foundation is pleased to 
recommend this excellent school and its outstanding 
director. The school is housed in the building of the 
Southwest Church of Christ where Gary Colley is the 
capable preacher and mentor of brother Meador. The 
elders of the church are godly men who are committed 
to the old paths. Thank God!) 

Denominational 
Doctrines 

by 
Jerry Moffitt 

Denominational 
Doctrines 

by 
Jerry Mollin 

This book coma ins short series of brief biblical. argumenta
tion articles. It is easy to read for the new convert, or any 
Christian, but it exhorts and pleads with the outsider, too. It 
can be read straight through or used as a reference book. 

"It is so readable, as if one is speaking to someone 
entirely unfamiliar with the doctrine." 

It also contains in part: About doctrine itself, inspiration, 
inerrance, etc., the plan of salvation, the scheme to save man, 
faith only, eternal security, baptism, grace and law, the church, 
Calvinism, the Holy Spirit, Pentecostalism, Premillennialism, 
Catholicism, instrumental music, fellowship, Jehovah's Wit
ness doctrine, Mormonism, the sabbath, is the church a de
nomination?, elc. It tries to deal in a kind way with the idea: "If 
I'm not a member of the churches of Christ, will I go to hell?" 
and undenominational Christianity, etc. 

653 pages • Hardback 
$19.00 includes postage and handling. 
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Directory -Florida- - Louisiana -
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 

Morgan City- 8th and Clothelde Street Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1756, 70380. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (504) 384-5383. 
Cornelius C. Abbott III, preacher. 

Firm Foundadon Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 110876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or Andrew. I;-.~'!" (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Tuscaloosa - East Pointe Church of Christ. 
Only 1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 
556-1275,553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilben - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilben Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Darrell Broking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. j. K. 
Gossett, preacher, (SOl) 932-4328. 

- California -
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. ..... 
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. ..... 

C central 
BURCH 01' CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen 
Robertson, preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

R. Davidsop, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church 
of Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on 
Rowe Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 
491. Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
(904) 637-6234 or (904) 795-6178. 

Gainesville - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 
1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use 
Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

jacksonville -Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Roben McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 
665-8060. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Vfi.e~ •• ::30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 

-Michigan-
Garden City- 1657 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Fred Davis, 
minister. (3 13) 422-8660 off., 427-4416 res. 1-
275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlelbelt, rt. 2 blks. 

-Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia • Chu;~h of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30a.m. 
Sun., Roben Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866. 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. N d 

Orlando, FL 32872)~ •••• 

(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. - eva a-
Pensacola - B~llview Church of Christ, 4850 Boulder City- Boulder City Church of Christ, 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sunday 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Hardey 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) Simmons, minister. 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. . . . . . 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-
285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho-

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill 
St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(919) 977-7556, jack Tittle, minister . 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western 
Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship. 
Dayton - Overlook • Chu~ch of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 4543 t. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 
Fairborn, near Dayt~~ ·a~d Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Cenrral (513) 878-0452, D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West preacher. 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 

-Indiana-

Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th,~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of 
Oklahoma City School of Bibliul Studies, 
(405) 732-1050 or 739-0705. 

p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

Oklahoma City - • P~t~~m City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Amott 
Lowder, minister. 787-5814. 
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-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Fou"
datitm Lectureship. 

-South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Form
datio" Lectureship. • • • • • 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. jimmie B. Hill~ ~!n_is!er. 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. juliet - The Vill~ge~ Church of Christ, 
436 Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from 
downtown Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, 
Wed. 7 p.m. Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Roberuo~ "County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 nonh of Greenbrier, TN., 
between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles 
north of Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, 
evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, or 
~54-2091. 

-Texas-.. 
Austin - Southwest Church of· Christ;: 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282:.2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christia" 
Worker, .. The Word of Life,• KLBj 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar B~y~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935 or 424-7823. Sun. 
9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m.~!'!~·. 7 p.m. 
Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed.~:~~ p·~· 
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Freeway, n094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Tom Bright, 
evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 
Karla St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bill Clayton, 
Eddie Whitten, prea~h;~~ • 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobb~, .P!~a~her. 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum easL Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and 
Andy Dooley, minist~~~ •• 
Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. ..... 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana 
on Hwy 67. Wayne ~~~~e: ~vangelist. 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

.. 

Roanoke - Church of Christ, Rusk & WalnuL 
Sun. 9:45~ 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. ·7:30'p.m. 
(817) 491-2388, Lyn~ ~!a!r: min~ster. 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-m6."Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in · English and 
Spanish.) · · 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church. of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. · (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, pre~c~~r ~ • 
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of 
Christ on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. 
Sun. 9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 
Christiansburg- ~uid; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 
Hampton - Hamp;o~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 
Max Meadows - Ft~ Ch~ell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. 'h mileS. 1-81 & 1-n 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30a.m., S p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m., (307) 638-7466. 
Sheridan - Northside· Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

Firm Foundation 
Bible Correspondence Course 

Sixteen Bible lessons written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Ufe of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each-$2.40 per set-plus shipping 
Answer sheets Included tree upon request. 
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To order call 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the lessons and bill you. 
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0128. (601) 393-2690. Each book $15.00 plus 
$2.00 shipping 8c handling. Multiple orders sent 
and billed. 

The Lewis-Weatherly Written Debate on Holy 
Spirit Baptism and Miracles is now available. 
72 pages, comb bound. Weatherly affirms that 
miracles occur today; Lewis affirms that miracles 
have ceased. Send $4.75 plus $1.50 shipping to 

john T. Lewis, P.O. Box 65, Lone Grove, OK 
73443. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 

Preachers Wanted 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Hendenon, TN 

Almou heaven, West Virginia. Small 38340. We also buy religious books and libraries. 

Minister needed for small congregation in Pon 
Clinton, OH on Lake Erie. Will need outside 
support/secular job, until we can grow. Can pay 
S ISO to $200 weekly to stan. Call Gary Boling 
(419) 734-6663; Ottawa County Church of Christ. 

Mid-Missouri congregation of 35-40 seeking a 
family man who is strong in the faith and 
dedicated to teaching the truth. Must be active 
personal worker and truly care for lost souls. 
Send rc!sumc! and video/audio to Olive St. Church 
of Christ, 420 N. Olive, Mexico, MO 65265. 
Contact Wesley Snyder at (573) 581-5958 or 
Larry at (573) 581-8771 for more information. 

Minister needed. Congregation in need of a 
minister. Please send tape and/or rc!sumc! to The 
Elders, Church of Christ, Troup, TX 75789. 
For more information call R.j. Roddy at (903) 
842-4526 or David Stephenson (903) 842-3452 

Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 
450 members in South Georgia, very active in 
World Missions, and local church program seeks 
a man to work in a multiple role with our Family 
Life Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be 
a self-starter, and sound in the Faith. Salary 
negotiable. Send rc!sum~, references, and video 
or audio tape to elders, Forrest Park Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 2331, Valdosta, Georgia 
31604. 

Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send rc!sumc! 
and video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and 
intro of family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 
1400 Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 
667-6708. 

Wanted: We are in need of an experienced, 
conservative minister of the Gospel. The con
gregation is led by 3 elders and averages 180 in 
attendance. Salary is negotiable and housing is 
furnished. Please send a r~sumc! and a tape of 
recent sermons. (Either audio or video.) Send 
to: The Elders, W. Carpenter Rd. Church of 
Christ, G-2296 W. Carpenter Rd., Flint Ml 
48505 

congregation nestled in scenic Blue Ridge 
Mountains of Morgan County seeks energetic 
preacher. Ideal for ex-military or retired couple. 
Scores of DC and Baltimore retirees new to the 
area. Contact Matt Morrison (915) 674-2638. 

If you can fish for fish and fish for men, you 
would enjoy preaching for us. We need a 
minister who likes to visit visitors and members 
of the congregation. We are located about 2 
hours drive south of Dallas on deep end of Cedar 
Creek Lake. Small in number but want r:o grow. 
Most of our members are retired and live on or 
near the lake. If interested write or send rc!sumc!: 
Elders, Church of Christ, P.O. Box 395, 
Malakoff, TX 74148. 

West Texas congregation of approximately 300 
families seeks an experienced pulpit minister. 
Please send r~umc! to C. A. Prichard, Chairman, 
Search Committee, 600 N.W. 16th, Andrews, 
TX 79714. Fax (915) 523-6448. 

Birdwell's Chapel Church of Christ seeking a 
sound gospel preacher. Contact Barry Jarvis (615) 
452-7859 or Allen Butler (615) 325-2664. 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities, 
panial support. Send rc!sum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360 (209) 
862-2554 

Preachers Available 
Preacher, 36, married, desires to relocate. 
Graduate of East Tennessee School of Preaching 
and Missions. For r~sumc! (413) 774-5090 or 
Forrest jackson, P.O. Box 322, Greenfield, 
Mass. 01302 

Preacher, 58, married, wants to relocate in 
general area of N. TX or S. OK with 
congregation of 50-100. Have been with church 
in Eunice, LA for 17s years. BSE and MA from 
ACU in 1959 and 1964. For rc!sumc!, references, 
and info., write jerry A. Price, 331 S. 4th, 
Eunice, LA 70535, or call 318-546-0347. Need 
to be nearer aging parents. 

Have KJV Bible; will travel. Call (810) 475-
1608. 

For Sale 
Mid-Missouri congregation, 60 members, self
supporting, seeking conservative gospel preacher. Church bulletins bound in hardcover $15.00. 1-
Piease send r~sumc! to Truman Road Church of 800-4-WINNCO or WJNNC01@AOL.COM 
Christ, P.O. Box 29, Higginsville, MO 64037. POWER Lectureship Books: The Two Covenants 
The dlurch in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full- (1996 Lectureship). The Major Prophets (1995). 
time minister. Please send r~sum~ and tape (if The Minor Prophets (1990). The Providence of 
possible) to Search Committee, P.O. Box 3824, God (1989). Order from Southaven Church of 
Estes Park, CO 80517. Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring 8c Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Huven and Hel/1 (1994) - $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230. 
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you 
did. 

Missionary couple looking for congregation to 
support us in Latin America. Long-time 
experience in Latin America and Europe. Fluent 
in Spanish. Send your correspondence to 
Missions Ministry, P.O. Box 655, Graton, CA 
95444. 

Missionary needs support. Experienced 
missionary needs additional $1,000 suppon per 
month to cover living costs. Already on field. 
You may take over $100, $200 or more. Write 
to HjD, P.O. Box 48, A-2380 Perchroldsdorf, 
Austria-Europe. Supervising congregation: Park 
Heights Church of Christ, Hamilton, TX. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur. GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

Retired? Planning to retire? Too little income? I 
have the remedy. Call free: 1-800-708-6237. 

Wanted to buy: Used set of Button Coffman 
Commentaries (OT & NT). Preferably within 
400 mi. of San Angelo. George Hooper, 3300 
Voight #8, San Angelo, TX 76905 (915) 658-
5379. 

Sample copies of 
the Firm Foundation 
are available for you 

to share with your friends. 

1-800-572-3619 
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The Firm Foundation Lectureship 
East Ridge Church of Christ 

September 22-25, 1996 

-Choose Ye This Day-

Sunday, September 22 
9:00a.m . .............................. The Oneness of the Church ....................................................... Charles Cochran 

10:00 a.m ............................... The Work of the Holy Spirit .................................................... Perry B. Cotham 
7:00p.m ............................... Is There Really a God? ................................................................... Keith Mosher 

Monday, September 23 
10:00 a.m ............................... Law and/or Grace .................................................................... Waymon Summers 
11:00 a.m ............................... Teach Us How to Pray .............................................................. Noah Hackworth 

1:30 p.m . .............................. Calvinism and the Church of Christ .. .......................................... Daniel Denham 
2:30p.m . .............................. Fellowship, Limited or Limitless? ............................................ Michael Hughes 
3:30p.m . .............................. The Songs We Sing ............................................................................. Steve Lusk 
6:30p.m ............................... Singing 
7:00p.m . .............................. Worldliness in the Church ........................................................... Bill Lockwood 

Tuesday, September 24 
10:00 a.m ............................... Church Growth ................................................................................ David Brown 
11 :00 a.m ........... .................... The Composition of Faith .................................................................... Brad Poe 

1:30 p.m ............................... The "Day" of Creation ................................................................... Bobby Uddell 
2:30p.m ............................... Evolution, Theory or Fact? ......................................................... Michael Hatcher 
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Giving the Sermon Purpose 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

( 

hoosing the purpose of the sermon is one of 
the most important aspects of its preparation. 
Failure to properly state a purpose and develop 

the sermon based upon that purpose is one of the pri
mary causes of sermon failures. Like the unclean spirit 
in Luke 12:43, the purposeless sermon wanders 
through dry places without finding a home. The pur
poseless sermon is like a Sunday driver who has been 
described as having nowhere to go and all day to get 
there. Stated differently, the preacher who doesn't 
know where he is going isn't going to know when he 
arrives. A we ll-stated purpose helps to identify the 
sermon's main lines of development to which all other 
points are subordinated. Those thoughts that do not 
advance the sermon's main lines of development are 
eliminated no matter how brilliant. They are not use
less, however, because they provide seed thoughts for 
future sermons. 

What is the purpose of the sermon? While the sub
ject of the sermon is a broad statement of the sermon's 
concept designed to convey to the hearer some notion 
of the sermon's topic; the purpose (sometimes also 
called "theme") is the preacher's objective in the ser
mon. The subject may embody a number of themes; 
the purpose is the specific theme that the preacher 
chooses to develop. The purpose delineates the 
subject's development and limits the subject's discus
sion. 

How is the purpose of the sermon determined? 
Since a good purpose statement relates God's truth to 

God's people, ask yourself questions that center on 
two vital themes - the text and the hearers. 

First, ask what yo u hope to accomplish in your 
hearers. What do you want to go on in their minds as 
they listen to your sermon? Do you wish to inform 
them? Inspire them? Persuade them? What aspect of 
this subject will help your hearers? Encourage them? 
Strengthen them? 

Second, ask yourself w hat is going on in your 
hearers' lives right now to which this subject speaks? 
What temptations and trials are they facing? 

Third, ask yourself about the text. Why did the 
writer pen these words? What did he hope to accom
plish in the minds of his readers? No inspired writer 
ever rambled without purpose. Paul wanted Timothy 
to know how to behave himself in the house of God 
(1 Tim. 3: 15). Jude's original purpose was laid aside 
and another chosen Gude 3). John wrote to produce 
faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God Gohn 20:31). 
Thus, while a purposeless sermon may be filled with 
Scripture, it does not follow the example of Scripture. 

The statement of the sermon's purpose may be a 
phrase or a sentence, but it must with brevity, clarity, 
and simplicity state the sermon's primary intent and 
direction. If the purpose is too broadly stated (e.g. 
"The purpose of this sermon is to inform the hearers 
about prayer}), it imposes no practical limitations. 
The result is a Great Commission sermon that takes a 
text and goes everywhere preaching the Word. If the 
purpose is too narrowly stated (e.g. "The purpose of 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Our Heritage 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

It is common for liberals in the churches of 
Christ to talk about "our heritage." It is a 
favorite expression for the "change agents" 

among us. It springs from the misconception that 
the church of Christ began in the Stone-Campbell 
restoration movement with roots in the 17th and 
18th centuries. It utterly fails to grasp the simple 
concept of the restoration of New Testament 
Christianity. 

The idea of restoration is powerful and appar-
ent and has been the goal of many, but the attainment of few. It is 
simple. Perhaps too simple to appeal to most persons of impressive 
academic achievement and rare intellectual brilliance. Jesus was 
thankful the Heavenly Father gave reception and acceptance of truth 
to "babes" and hid it from those who strut (Matt. 11:25). When the 
chief priests and scribes complained that common people accepted 
and praised Jesus, the Lord replied, "Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings thou Uehovah] hast perfected praise" (Matt. 21: 16). Jesus 
had no use for intellectual snobbery, but praised sincere receptivity. 
There is such a thing as "being too smart for one's own good" or 
"thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought." 

The appeal to restore First Century Discipleship is not compli
cated, but is obvious. "The seed [of the kingdom, or church] is the 
word" (Luke 8: 11). That statement is unvarnished. Every sane per
son knows that seed produces after its kind. The seed of the king
dom (church) will produce the church. The unadulterated seed of 
God's unfailing Word will not produce denominationalism, or sec
tarianism. It is the seed of the kingdom and produces only the king
dom, and the kingdom is neither denominational nor sectarian. 

The thing- the only thing - that makes the church of Christ 
undenominational is loyal adherence to the teaching of the New 
Covenant. If we stick to the Scriptures, we cannot be sectarian. If 
anyone deviates from simple New Testament teaching, he is, and 
cannot escape being, sectarian- denominational. That's the differ
ence - the difference between absolutely following the apostles' 
doctrine and in following the doctrines of men is the difference be
tween not being sectarian and in being denominational. 

To boil that down a bit, let's take a specific example. To be saved 
from past sins one must believe in Jesus Oohn 8:24), repent of sins 
(Acts 17:30), confess Jesus as Lord (Rom. 10:10), and be baptized to 
wash away sins (Acts 22: 16). Whoever follows this plain teaching is 
in the church that belongs to Jesus and is not denominational; who-



ever fails to follow this teaching is unwashed, denominational, and 
lost. 

To enter the kingdom of God, one's spirit must be born of wa
ter (baptized) Uohn 3:5). There is no other way. "Jesus answered, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." That's it! 
This rebirth of the spirit makes one a child of God. Those who have 
not been reborn are not children of God. They are children of the 
devil. It can't get any easier than that. 

Still, multiplied millions in every generation fail to follow this 
clear formula. It is not an act of kindness to close your eyes to their 
failure and refuse to apprise them of their lost condition. 

The inability to grasp the clear New Testament teaching that 
one's spirit is born again in the water of baptism is caused by loyalty 
to the man-made doctrine of inherited depravity, which requires 
the necessary inference that man is helpless- can do nothing to 
save himself- and must have direct, independent, supernatural in
tervention to be saved. This, in turn, calls for salvation by grace 
only ("we contribute not one whit to our salvation") through faith 
alone. That conclusion calls for rejection of the essentialness of wa
ter baptism which is a denial of Jesus' teaching that regeneration 
occurs in water. 

Restoration of God's household, which is the church, begins 
with childlike submission to the indisputable terms of pardon. We 
agree with Bonhoeffer that there is no such thing as "cheap grace." 
It is not easy to stand against the majority opinion even when you 
undeniably stand barefoot on the holy ground of Bible truth. 

Be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words, though 
briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among scor
pions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their 
looks, though they be a rebellious house. And thou shalt speak 
my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear: for they are most rebellious (Eze. 2:6-7). 

Still, if we would walk with God and restore the ancient or
der, we have no choice but to be pinched into the narrow way, 
which leads to life, and refuse the ease of the broad way, which 
leads to death. It is heartbreaking to see those who "were once en
lightened" intimidated by the sectarian, majority feeling and aban
don the path identified by ancient landmarks. They are a rebel
lious house. 

The erudite will sometime belittle the earnest plea to walk in 
the way illuminated by the teaching of Jesus and his apostles by 
spitefully saying: "Do you think you have the whole truth? Are you 
so vain as to suppose that you have restored all of the apostles' doc
trine?" 

By way of answer, we smile and say, "Show us some Bible 
teaching necessary to the restoration of New Testament Christian
ity not yet dis.covered, or some teaching that goes beyond the sa
cred page which we practice, and we will gladly adjust." To sneer 
and say, "You haven't done it," is not enough. You must go beyond 
that and tell us specifically where we have failed. If we are either 
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too long or too short, you ought to be able to point it 
out and if you cannot do that, be silent. 

If anyone returns the challenge, we will be pleased 
to join the contest and show specific instances of de
viation from divine principles and departures from the 
heavenly rule book on the part of any given denomina
tional body. It is not hard to clearly s.how the differ
ence between New Testament Christianity and sectar
ian creeds. We would welcome the opportunity. The 
dissenters will not afford us an evenhanded chance to 
demonstrate the superiority of Bible teaching over 
their human dogmas. We only ask for a level field. We 
ask for no unfair advantage, and we will give no quar
ter. We insist on fairness for all concerned so truth will 
not suffer. 

The doorway to serious discussion about restoring 
New Testament Christianity is the entry point of bap
tism for the remission of sins. Until this is resolved 
discussion of other points, however interesting, is fu
tile. It is of no use to talk about how one is to behave 
in the kingdom of God until it is agreed as how to en
ter that kingdom. At this point most denominational 
bodies are barred, and all non-Christian world reli
gions disqualified, from talking about how to live in a 
kingdom of which they are not a part. 

This is a focal point because Jesus said, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God." This conclusive and inflexible point must be 
honed because on it turns the destiny of the human 
creature. It determines who is and who is not in 
Christ. Who is and who is not denominational and 
sectarian. Who is and who is not washed and made 
clean. 

When Jesus certified the condition of water birth 
to enter the kingdom of God there was no American 
present. He made the statement to a Jewish ruler and 
it was recorded by the apostle John, who was in
formed by words from the Holy Spirit ijohn 16:13). 
The stipulation of regeneration at the point of baptism 
was made in the first century. 

Therefore it is witless to say that the idea was for
mulated on the American frontier in the early part of 
the 19th century. Anyone making this implication is 
disqualified because of obvious simple-mindedness, or 
wanton carelessness. 

More often than not, talk about "our heritage" is 
grounded in the misguided cast-of-mind that churches 
of Christ originated in modern times. It is an out and 
out failure to recognize that the church antedates 
America and reaches back 20 centuries to the life and 
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times of Jesus of Nazareth. It also indicates either in
sincerity or stupidity. 

Get it straight! The roots of restoring the church 
of Christ to this generation are in the first century. 
The teaching of the apostles is timeless and applies 
without modification to every historical period -
even a space-age generation. The mission, ministry, 
and message of Jesus is relevant (germane, material, 
apropos) to every age. The New Covenant does not 
need to be made pertinent to our time because it is 
pertinent to all times. 

This "our heritage" business is doublespeak of the 
worst sort. It is jabberwocky jargon and unworthy of 
thinking people. When you hear someone talking 
about "our heritage" put it down to ignorance or 
meanness, but do not be deceived by it. 

The heritage of the churches of Christ is not the 
American restoration lead by Campbell, Stone, and 
others but is the richness of the priceless treasure of 
the words of Christ and his apostles. 

"[W]hosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man." 
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Giving the Sermon Purpose 
(continued from page 1) 

this sermon is to inform the congregation of the 
meaning of the Greek word translated 'prayer'"), it 
results in either constant repetition, inability to con
fine the sermon to the stated purpose, or a really short 
sermon. Neither approach meets the needs of or helps 
the hearers. For instance, a sermon on prayer may al
ways be needful, but will it be helpful to the hearers if 
it covers the subject in seven-league boots? The ser
mon may have many well-stated points (prayer is 
powerful; prayer is prevailing; prayer is practical; 
prayer is promising; prayer is pleasing; prayer is po
tent; prayer is planned) , but by covering so much 
ground it confuses the hearers and leaves them dazed. 
They learn absolutely nothing about everything. Of 
course, it is easy for the preacher. He doesn't have to 
study as hard or spend as much time in preparation. 
He can spend three minutes on each of seven points 
and, with a brief introduction and conclusion, occupy 
his 30 minutes. Such an approach indicates either a le-

thargic preacher or a preacher who does not know 
how to prepare a sermon and has never taken the time 
to learn. The former, after appropriate admonition, 
needs to be terminated. The latter needs to be trained. 

It may take several efforts to develop a brief pur- · 
pose statement. You may wrestle with the text, the 
subject, and the hearers needs before you settle on ex
actly what your purpose is, but once you know your 
goal it will be much easier to reach. 

The preacher in the pulpit should be there with a 
purpose. As Henry Ward Beecher suggested, a sermon 
is not a Chinese firecracker that is fired off for the 
sake of the noise it makes. It is a hunter's gun, and at 
every discharge the preacher should look to see his 
game fall. To attain this goal, however, the preacher 
must know what he is hunting and take deadly aim. 

108 80 Memorial 
Houston, TX77024 
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)I "I have conducted approximately 900 singing schools throughout the brother-
hood. Brother Burt Jones does an outstanding job with his 'Singing with Grace' Burt Jones 
singing schools. He is the only man I know that does this on a full-time basis as a Song leader, song writer for 40 years 
mission work. He has both the experience and the credentials. Your congregation B.S. Music Education 
would be well served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at your Gospel Preacher 
earliest convenience."- Ralph Casey, song leader, Georgia Instructor, West Vlrginis School of Preaching 

)I "We had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to assist us in our congregational singing. We have asked him back to conduct both a 
singing school and gospel meeting. Excellent!"- Carl Garner, gospel preacher, Dripping Springs, Texas 

)I "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously been received throughout the brotherhood with much enthusiasm. I recommend 
this singing school very highlyl" - Emanuel Daugherty, Director, West VIrginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, WV 
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Who Is Wise? 
By Jerry Moffitt 

All things that pass are wisdom's looking-glass. 

Wisdom is tantalizing- everyone wants it (Matt. 6:11). What happens? The farmer plows the 
but few are willing co pay the price of get- field, sows the seed, reaps the crop, grinds the grain, 
ring it. and his wife bakes it. In this way God gives him his 

[I]f any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of daily bread. 
God, who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth Jacob vowed, "If God will be with me, and will 
not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in keep me in chis way chat I go, and will give me bread 
faith, nothing doubting: for he that doubteth is to eat and raiment to put on" (Gen. 28 :20). Did Jacob 
like the surge of the sea driven by the wind and 
tossed. For let not that man think that he shall have to work for his food and shelter? He said to his 
receive anything of the Lord; a double-minded father-in-law, "Thus I was; in the day the drought 
man is unstable in all his ways Games 1:5-8). consumed me, and the frost by night; and my sleep 

James says God gives wisdom liberally. He does fled from mine eyes" (Gen. 31 :40). 
not say how God gives it, at least not in this passage. Of Naomi it is said, "Then she arose with her 
Some assume he does it in a mysterious way, but these daughters-in-law, that she might return from the coun-
verses justify no such assumption. try of Moab: for she had heard in the country of Moab 

Bread and wisdom come from human reaction to how that Jehovah had visited his people in giving them 
divine provision. For example, Jesus taught the dis- bread" (Ruth 1:6). Did the food drop out of heaven? 
ciples to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread" God gave bread co Naomi and the lovely Ruth when 

Ruth gleaned grain in the fields of Boaz (Ruth 2:3 ). 
Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven David said: 

A "total approach" to world evangelism-
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Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou 
greatly enriches it with the river of God, which is 
fu ll of water: Thou prepares them corn, when thou 
has so provided it; ... The pastures are clothed with 
flocks; the valleys also are covered over with corn, 
they shout for joy, they also sing (Psa. 65:9, 13). 

God usually gives bread through seed, sunshine, 
rain, and fertile soil, and not by miracle. Humans must 
plow, sow, reap, grind, and bake co get each day's sup
ply of bread. Still, our daily bread is God-given. 

Is wisdom the same? It is made available by God in 
providential ways, much past tracing out, but requir
ing study and an engagement of the mind. Notice: So
lomon said he wrote the book of Proverbs so that one 
would be able "to know wisdom and instruction; to 
discern the words of understanding; To receive in
struction in wise dealing" (Prov. 1:2-3). 

Wisdom personified says, "Turn you at my re
proof: Behold, I will pour out my spirit upon you; I 
will make known my words unto you" (Prov. 1:23). 

Wisdom says again, "But ye have set at nought all 
my counsel, and would none of my reproof" (Prov. 
1 :25). Gaining wisdom is not a mysterious working 
on the human mind, but is an understandable working 
of the human mind. It comes by effort and not by a 
personal, direct, and independent act of God. It is 



something that is known. It contains words, counsel, 
and reproof. 

Wisdom says, "But whoso hearkeneth unto me 
shall dwell securely" (Prov. 1:33). Wisdom does not 
come supernaturally but naturally- by hearkening
by lending an ear. 

Solomon says: 
My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and lay up 
my commandments with thee; So as to incline 
thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thy heart to 
understanding. . .. Then shalt thou understand 
the fear of Jehovah, and find the knowledge of 
God. For Jehovah giveth wisdom; out of his 
mouth cometh knowledge and understanding 
(Prov. 2: 1-6). 

God gives wisdom, knowledge, and understanding, 
but the receiver must incline an ear and apply the heart. 

In speaking of wisdom, the Bible uses such words 
as knowledge, listening, reproof, counsel, and com
mandments. 

God gave Solomon unparalleled wisdom. 
How did he give it? 
In Ecclesiastes Solomon said, ''And I applied my 

heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and 
folly" (Eccl. 1: 17). 

In finding wisdom he used also observation and 
application of his mind. He said, "All this have I seen, 
and applied my heart unto every work that is done 
under the sun" (Eccl. 8:9). 

Again he said "When I applied mine heart to know 
wisdom" (Eccl. 8:16). He prayed for an understand
ing (hearing) heart so he could discern between good 
and evil (1 Kings 3:9). 

Paul said "But solid food is for fullgrown men, 
even those who by reason of use have their senses ex
ercised to discern good and evil" (Heb. 5:12-14). This 
verse shows use of the Word of God to discern good 
and evil. Wisdom comes from "senses exercised to 
discern" what is right. 

Here are two men. One prays for wisdom but does 
nothing to get it. The other prays for wisdom and 
studies, thinks, and acts on what he knows to be right. 
Which of the two, think ye, will have wisdom? 

The same Bible writer who tells us to pray for wis
dom also says, "Who is a wise man arid endued with 
knowledge among you? let him show out of a good 
conversation his works with meekness of wisdom" 
Games 3:13). 

Ponder that, if you would know how wisdom 
comes. P. 0. Box 1275 

Portland, TX78374 
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Debate with a Baptist 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I recently debated a Baptist preacher in Baytown, 
Texas. One proposition dealt with whether it is 
possible for a Christian to sin and be eternally 

lost. The Baptists suppose such is impossible. 

Never a Christian? 
I anticipated the two basic ways in which Baptists usu
ally respond to one's affirmative arguments when de
bating this subject. First, there is their classic denial that 
the "apostate" was never a true believer. Thus, any pas
sage to which you may point showing a person fell 
away from God is always met with the Baptist counter 
that such was never really a Christian. 

I proposed to beat my opponent to the punch by 
presenting an affirmative argument based upon Luke 
8:13. Here, in the parable of the sower, Jesus is ex
plaining the outcome of the seed that fell upon the 
rock which "as soon as it grew, it withered away, be
cause it had no moisture" (v. 6). The explanation in 
verse 13 then reads as follows: ''And those on the rock 
are they who, when they have heard, receive the Word 
with joy; and these have no root, who for a while be
lieve, and in time of temptation fall away." 
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In making the argument I especially emphasized 
that Jesus anticipates some who would "receive the 
word with joy." That is, they accepted the gospel by 
faithful obedience for it was these "who for a while 
believe." But cultivating no further conviction or 
steadfastness they "in time of temptation fall away." 

The word believe in this passage is translated from 
a Greek word meaning "faith, trust, belief, the Chris
tian faith" (A Concise Greek-English Dictionary of the 
New Testament, p. 143). Thus, one could not success
fully deny that these had ever become Christians as 
they had received the Word by falth, though they 
eventually fell away. 

I supported the argument by demonstrating that 
this is exactly the same term found in John 3:16,18, 
36 and 5:24, where the believer is said to have eternal 
life. This was especially effective seeing that these 
were the same passages my opponent had written into 
his proposition when affirming the night before that it 
is impossible for a believer to forfeit his relationship 
with God. One cannot help but be impressed with the 
consistency of God's Word at times like this. 

Saved Without God's Fellowship? 
I also anticipated my respondent would assign novel 
meanings to biblical words so as to avoid the inference 
that the defector was really "lost" or that he "per
ished." I kept the thought before me that "when men 
are permitted to redefine biblical words to fit their 
personal theological inclinations, the Holy Scriptures 
can be made to teach anything" (Wayne Jackson, Eter
nal Security: Fact or Fiction?, p. 15). 

My opponent did not disappoint me in this regard. 
He used Galatians 5:4 where Paul says, "Ye are severed 
from Christ, ye who would be justified by the law; ye 
are fallen away from grace." My Baptist opponent took 
the position that to fall away from God's grace is to 
simply to fall out of fellowship with God, but this does 
not mean one is in a lost condition. My opponent ab
surdly maintained this merely means they are "out of 
fellowship with the Lord" but still in a saved relation
ship with God. How in the name of common sense can 
on~ not be in fellowship with God but simultaneously 
bema saved relationship with God as a Christian? 

The New Testament teaches that both our initial 



conversion and continued faithfulness is spoken of as 
our being "called into the fellowship of his Son" and 
"our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 1:9; 1 John 1:3). I suggest the 
only reason any man would be driven to postulate 
such a ridiculous position is that he loves Baptist doc
trine more than the truth of God's Word. 

In my friend's hurried use of Galatians 5:4 he 
overlooked that the verse also says of those who had 
fallen from grace "ye are severed from Christ." The 
King James rendering of this is "Christ is become of 
no effect unto you." The lexical evidence is conclusive 
at this point. The term translated "severed" is from a 
verb that means "to terminate all intercourse with" 
Goseph Henry Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the 
New Testament, p. 336). The verse has its own built 
in, inspired commentary. To fall away from God's 
grace is to remove oneself "from him that called you 
in the grace of Christ" (1:6) and thus "to terminate all 
intercourse with" the Savior. 

Sam Morris 
The Baptist position that one may fall out of fellow
ship with God and yet remain in a saved relationship 
with God was popularized some years ago in an infa
mous tract by Baptist preacher, Sam Morris, entitled 
Do A Christian,s Sins Damn His Soul? 

The tract asserts that any sin a Christian may com
mit "from idolatry to murder will not make his soul in 
any more danger." Rather, such immorality merely ef
fects his "fellowship with God." Read Morris on this 
point: 

We take the position that a Christian's sins do not 
damn his soul. The way a Christian lives, what he 
says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude 
toward other people have nothing whatever to do 
with the salvation of his soul. ... No. I do not 
mean to say anything of the sort: it does make a 
big difference how he lives but that difference re
lates to his fellowship with God ... Those sins 
won't damn his soul, but they will damn his fel
lowship with God and Christ. 

The grossest sins a Christian may commit from 
idolatry to murder, whether it involves the way one 
lives, what he says, his character, conduct, or attitude, 
"has nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his 
soul." The only "difference," Mr. Morris tells us, "re
lates to his fellowship with God." 

I hammered away with the Morris' tract in my de
bate. I carefully noted in my opponent's replies that he 
never once denied Morris actually said these things or 
that these statements correctly represent Baptist doc
trine. His only retort was a half-hearted accusation 

that I had lifted the quotes out of context so as to 
make them sound as "grotesque" as possible. But my 
response then and now is that there is no context 
where such statements could be placed to make them 
harmonize with divine truth. 

J. E. Cobb 
I noted that, according to Dr. J. E. Cobb's Baptist 
Church Manual, the Baptist denomination was bound 
by their own creeds to utilize the disciplinary proce
dure of disfellowship upon unruly members. The Bap
tist are to turn such offenders "over to Satan" (p. 160) 
that commit such sins as "incest," "drunkenness, for
nication, heresy, adultery, thievery, immorality, and 
ungodliness" (pp. 146-158). But, amazingly, accord
ing to Baptist Cobb, one's relationship with God, even 
though withdrawn from for the grossest of sins just 
listed, is not effected in the least: "When a church 
withdraws from a member, it does not mean that the 
individual is not a saved person" (p. 161). 

Just how a person can be guilty of such sin as "for
nication," be turned "over to Satan" by the disciplin
ary procedure of disfellowship, and yet remain a 
"saved person" staggers the imagination. Although 
Baptists speak loud and long that their doctrine of im
possibility of apostasy does not encourage licentious 
living, the statements from their creeds teach other
wise. Any doctrine which permits ungodly living on 
the part of God's children, without any threat of jeop
ardizing one's relationship with the Savior, is a delu
sive offer to humankind for a free ticket to "continue 
in sin, that grace may abound." It is a perversion of the 
worst sort. 
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Crisis 
By Bruce A. Reichel 

l merican professional athletes and entertainers 
show off their live-in lovers; brag about chil
dren born out of wedlock, and flaunt using 

drugs without losing one ounce of popularity. 
We now face the outlandish prospect of same-sex

marriages, which some would foist upon us as nor
mal marriage. Homosexuality is socially correct, al
though Scripture clearly condemns it in both Testa
ments (Lev. 18:22,20:13, Rom. 1:24-27). (According 
to some liberal theologians, the sin for which Sodom 
and Gomorah were destroyed was not homosexuality, 
but inhospitality. How long will it be before some of 
our liberal brothers take up this trick?) 

Babies, sometimes alive, are found in dumpsters. 
The mothers are, more often than not, children them
selves. Naturalistic evolution, taught children in the 
public schools, is a result of the humanist philosophy, 
that is, atheism. If we are the product of blind chance, 
then a woman can do what she wants with the fruit of 
her womb. There is no moral law. We would not punish 
a chimpanzee or a skunk for destroying its young. If 
there is no God, there is no absolute right or wrong. 

Mr. M. Stanton Evans in his book, The Theme Is 
Freedom, makes the point that religion and freedom 
are inexorably linked. When we separate church from 
state, we ru·n the risk of losing freedom. The freedom 
and rights of all individuals, as the founding fathers 
knew, come from God and not government. "All men 
are created equal, and endowed by their Creator." 

Another interesting book comes from Dr. Laura 
Schlesinger, a clinical psychologist and popular radio 
talk show host. She advocates parents raising their own 
children instead of dumping them at the local day-care 
center. Day-care facilities provide a total stranger to 
play parent for most of a child's waking hours each day. 

What a novel idea Dr. Schlesinger has! The par
ents, after conceiving and bringing the children into 
the world, take the responsibility of rearing them. Fur
ther, she suggests that parents plan the family, includ
ing the birth of children. She advocates parents ar
ranging their academic ptJrsuits, employment, vaca
tions, and social activities around the children, so that 
the child's welfare takes priority. What a radical ap
proach! We will have to wait and see if it's a keeper. 

There are instances where a single parent must 
1 0 October 1996 
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make arrangements due to the death of a spouse or 
other unfortunate circumstances to have help in tak
ing care of children. Still, children fare better when 
raised in a conventional two-parent home where the 
child has the love and attention of both parents. 

Our society has made no-fault divorce all the rage. 
Never mind that the Bible is clear on marriage being a 
lifetime commitment (Gen 2:24; Mark 10:6-8). The 
Bible is also clear on the only scriptural grounds for 
divorce and remarriage (Matt. 5 :32; Matt. 19:9). 
Commitment in marriage now plays second fiddle to 
convenience, and there is no longer a stigma to divorce. 

In another book recently published, titled Life 
Without Father, the author shows children, especially 
boys, raised without a father, are statistically more 
likely to commit violent crimes, and, without male 
guidance, are more likely to have serious social prob
lems. Again, we salute those noble men and women 
who because of things beyond their control must 
single-handedly provide for their young ones, but not 
even they would describe this as the best situation. 

It does not "take a village" to raise responsible and 
moral children. It takes the old-fashioned biblical 
principles of parenting and child-rearing. "And, ye fa
thers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

From Hearing to Heaven 
By Jim Dearman 

The number of souls now living is approaching 
six billion. The full-time laborers among the 
churches of Christ currently cannot keep pace 

with the burgeoning population. Among the churches 
of Christ, we have approximately 400 truthfu l mis
sionaries to reach six billion people. Each one of them 
would have to teach 6,000 people per hour (that's 1.6 
person per second), 24 hours per day, for a little over 
114 years to reach 6,000,000,000 people. 

M eanwhile, 50 million people are dying every 
year. That translates into 95 every minute. Snap your 
fingers three times and another soul has gone into 
eternity. That is a sobering thought to soul-conscious 
Christians. We must encourage more workers to go 
into the fields. We must use every means to reach the 
masses with the message of Christ before they leave 
this life. 

The Olive Branch Church of Christ, using the 
Truth for the World program, provides a total ap
proach to evangelism- employing radio and televi
sion broadcasts, literature, and on-the-field personal 
contact through campaigns. 

Radio and television broadcasts are the initial seed 
sowing for the program. The English radio and televi
sion programs feature Jim Dearman and Paul Kidwell 
Sr. John Grubb coordinates the Chinese Mandarin ra
dio programs, and is currently doing some of the 
speaking on these broadcasts. Brother Kwan Tai 
Choom of Singapore makes some programs. The 
church also produces a French radio broadcast for 
French-speaking Africa; a television program is aired in 
the Komi region of Russia and has produced excellent 
response. The television programs with Jim Dearman 
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and Paul Kidwell Sr., are seen in all 50 
states, southern Canada, and Central 
America. Jim Tittle is the producer of 
the television programs. Truth for the 
World radio broadcasts are heard on 
every continent. The majori ty of the 
broadcasts are by shortwave, an effec
tive and economical means of reach-
ing the lost, especially overseas where Rod Rutherford 

many listen to shor twave radio. 
Rod Rutherford and Ed Crookshank, both long

time foreign missionaries, coordinate the li terature 
and campaign follow-up fo r this mission effort. Thou
sands of students are enrolled in Bible correspondence 
courses, and new students are being added at a rate of 
about 200 per week. Many are involved in the grading 
and mailing of these courses, and more are needed. 

Since 1992, 18 congregations have been estab
lished. Brother Rutherford and others of the staff have 
written several tracts which are used in follow-up. 
Dave Amos and Roy J. Hearn volunteer many hours an
swering Bible questions from listeners and readers. 

Preaching campaigns have been conducted in Af
rica and the Pacific. We are blessed with committed 
brethren willing to go to areas where no Christians 
live . In such situations, the plan calls for several 
groups of workers to spend about two weeks each on 
the field, for a total period of 8-to-10 weeks. Staff 
members may spend additional time with newly
planted churches when necessary. We will also "go 
again and visit our brethren ... and see how they do" 
(Acts 15 :36). 

God has blessed the Olive Branch church and 
Truth for the World. Our fervent prayer is that more 
brethren may become aware of this program of evan
gelism and assist financially. 

Remember, snap your fingers three times and an
other soul has exchanged this life for eternity. The 
destination of that soul may depend upon our wise 
use of the means God has placed within our power. 
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Promise Keepers, Part II 
By L. Toreador, the Bullfighter 

, 
romise Keepers is a men's movement (too bad, 

girls) that makes men keep their promises 
(too bad, guys). Marriage vows won't do it. 

The Bible can't do.it. The church isn't doing it, but 
Promise Keepers- hot dog! -They can do it! When 
men get together in a football· stadium and scream 
their heads off, and beat on drums, and have their pol
liwogs (wiggly-heads) rejuvenated- brother, that 
does it! Now, they keep their promises. · 

Too bad Jesus didn't think of it. 
Anyway, we have some Care-RJs-Ma-Ticks who 

thought of it and that takes care of everything. These 
guys are really something. They can fix the unftxable. 
The men who go to these meetings, and shout them
selves hoarse, are the very guys who would run with 
whores and beat their wives, if it wasn't for Promise 
Keepers. If you can get their names, turn them in to 
the vice-squad - they are bummers! (I suppose this is 
true because those who attend claim they need the 
help to keep themselves straight and out of mischief.) 
This is why I am a big, big fan of Promise Keepers. 
They may even be able to cure AIDS. 

"Who-who-ha, we're making baskets for Jesus," is 
their cry. Now, I ask you, doesn't that sound adult; I 
mean, really Grown-Up, like, maybe, second-grade 
(with apologies to second-graders). "Macho-Men" for 
Christ? 

The girls are not left out- not really. The June 
1995 Houston PK rally in the Astrodome serves as the 
behind-the-scenes involvement of women in Promise 
Keepers. Of the 3,000 volunteers, about two-thirds 
were women. Prior to the conference, these women 
took part in anointing each chair in the Astrodome 
with oil and prayed over them (reported in the June 
18, 1995,Houston Chronicle, p. 4G). 

Out-o-sight! 
Now, if you want to put the whole thing beyond 

intelligent criticism, take a look at James Ryle's pro
nouncements. Games Ryle is Bill McCartney's 
preacher - and Bill McCartney is Promise Keepers' 
founding-father.) 

Ryle claimed that God gave him a vision of a 
Beatles concert where the audience instead of scream
ing the names of the Beatles, was screaming the name 
of Jesus. He said God told him in a dream: 

12 ~=lp:unda!r:: 

I called those lads from Liverpool to myself. 
There was a call from God on their life; they were 
gifted by my hand; and it was I who anointed 
them, for I had a purpose, and the purpose was to 
usher in the charismatic renewal with musical re
vival around the world. 

Some may remember that the Beatles studied at 
the feet of the gurus of India. They were New Age 
guys and had little or not respect for Jesus and his 
cross. They were caught up with the Walrus, and were 
deep into Yoga. Theirs was the renewal of Hinduism 
and not of Christianity. Do you suppose God did not . 
know that? Or did Ryle make up his claim that God 
revealed to him the divine purpose of the Beatles in a 
dream? 

The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a 
dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak 
my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the 
wheat? saith the LORD Oer. 23:28). 

The full proof of the validity of the Promise Keep
ers:. claim is revealed in the rainstorm at Denton, 
Texas. The Promise Keepers were holding their re
gional conference in Denton, Texas (Feb. 6, 1995). Re
ported in· Christianity Today ("Manhood's Great 
Awakening," p. 23). "Some 33,000 men gathered for 
the conference, ... only to be sent fleeing by a devastat
ing rainstorm that destroyed equipment and shut 
down the program for more than five hours." Recalls 
president Randy Phillips, "When we got together, we 
said, 'Lord, is there something you want to show us 
here?'" The men unanimously concluded that God 
had allowed the storm to happen to show them how 
much they were lacking in making the Texas meeting a 
racially mixed affair." (Too silly for comment.) 

At the Boulder, Colorado National Conference, "A 
Christian rock band set the mood. When the music 
stopped, the crowd rose to do 'the wave,' shouting, 
'Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, ... We're scoring baskets for Jesus.'" 

Then there were the Swindall's motorcycles antics 
(described in Newsweek:. July 29, 1995). 

Later in the evening Gary Smalley made his en
trance on a kiddy-sized Big Wheel Bike. 

All of this in the name of Christian Manhood. 
Anathema Maranatha! 
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What Would You Conclude? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

If you read a book written by two of our brethren 
on a vital theme relating to the Lords' church, 
would you expect practically all of the reinforc-

ing quotations to come from denominational books 
and liberal theologians? What would you conclude if 
you found about 30 footnotes and only two were 
from the church? One reference is made to Alexander 
Campbell and the other to another book by one of the 
authors. 

Some of the quotations are from the liberal or mod
ernistic persuasion. Below are quotations and some 
biographical information which will enable you to con
clude that they could not add very much that is biblical 
to a discussion about the church and its future. 

1. HansKung 
He is known for his ecumenical openness. "In re

cent years Kung has broadened his ecumenicity to in
clude non-Christian religions, interesting himself in 
dialogue with Muslim, Buddhist, and Hindu views" 
(p. 623, Dictionary of Christianity in America). Kung 
is professor. of Ecumenical Theology and director of 
the Institute for Ecumenical Research, University of 
Tubingen, Tubingen Germany. 

2. Paul Tillich 
Paul Tillich equates the 'radical biblicistic atti
tude' with self-deception. He says that theologi
cal confusion is almost always the result of call
ing the Bible the Word of God! To identify the 
Word with the Bible, in Tillich's opinion, leads to 
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misinterpretation of the Biblical doctrines of the 
Word (p. 33, Stanley E. Anderson, Our Depend
able Bible). 

Tillich was a Protestant theologian and philoso-
pher born in Germany. Anderson continues: 

The most serious charges against Tillich's theol
ogy are his dependence upon idealism which 
strongly implied pantheism and an impersonal 
deity, and his failure to grasp the sola scriptura 
principle of the Protestant tradition in which he 
stood. 

3. Wuliam H. Wlllimon 
He is dean of the chapel and professor of Christian 

ministry at Duke University, Durham, NC. 
Mr. Willimon wrote of a Bible storybook written 

in 1896 which he criticizes because it presents the 
Jews as "Christ killers." He says: 

Auschwitz taught us things Vincent could not 
have imagined. In those ashes we saw where 
such anti-Jewish rhetoric, found in the Gospels 
and intensified in later homiletical and pedagogi
cal interpretation, has led us (Vol. 7, no. 1, 1993, 
Explanations (a bulletin for "Rethinking Rela
tionships Among Jews and Christians"). 

4. William Barclay 
In the following quotation he leaves the distinct 

impression that he believes the virgin birth as one of 
those "doubtful and debatable things." 

This passage tells us how Jesus was born by 
the action of the Holy Spirit. It tells us of what 
we call the Virgin Birth. The Virgin Birth is a 
doctrine which presents us with many difficul
ties; and it is a doctrine which our Church does 
not compel us to accept in the literal and the 
physical sense. This is one of the doctrines on 
which the Church says that we have full liberty 
to come to our own belief and our own conclu
sion. At the moment we are concerned only to 
find out what this means to us. 
If we come to this passage with fresh eyes, and 

if we read it as if we were reading it for the first 
time, we will find that the fact which it stresses is 
not so much that Jesus was born of a woman who 
was a virgin, as that the birth of Jesus is the work 
of the Holy Spirit. 'It was discovered that Mary 
was carrying a child in her womb through the ac· 
tion of the Holy Spirit.' It is as if these sentences 
were underlines, and printed large. That is what 
Matthew wishes to say to us in this passage. What 
then does it mean to say that in the birth of Jesus 
the Holy Spirit of God was specially operative? 
Let us leave aside all the doubtful and debatable 
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things, and let us here concentrate on the great 
birth, as Matthew would wish us to do (William 
Barclay, pp 10-11, The Gospel of Matthew). 

Mr. Barclay sets forth a low view of inspiration in dis
cussing the background of the writing of the gospels. 

Clearly in these 200 verses of Matthew and Luke 
are drawing from a common source-book of the 
teaching of Jesus. That book does not now exist; 
but to it scholars have given the letter Q which 
stands for Quelle, which is the German word for 
source. In its day it must have been an extraordi
narily important book, for it was the first hand
book of the teaching of Jesus (William Barclay, 
xx, xxi, The Gospel of Matthew). 

The preceding scholars no doubt influenced the 
authors, Ruble Shelly and Randall J. Harris, in writing 
The Second Incarnation. How much confidence can 

you have in the thesis of the book when the authors 
have drunk freely at the well of liberalism? Would you 
conclude that this book should be promoted in the 
brotherhood? Should these authors be invited as 
teachers and lecturers to congregations and youth 
groups to promote what they see as "necessary 
changes" in the future church? 

372MillSt. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 

(Editor~s comment: Randall]. Hams is a professor 
at David Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tenn. 
Rubel Shelly preaches for the Woodmont Hills Church 
of Christ in Nashville and is frequently involved in 
programs at DLU.) ~ 

The Bleakness of Skepticism 
By Bill lockwood 

Robert Ingersoll, the prominent lawyer and 
statesmen of yesteryear, was known as the 
Great Agnostic. After serving as a colonel in 

the American Civil War he became active in politics 
but is best remembered in history as a preacher of sci
entific rationalism, attacking the Bible. "I insist, that 
the discoveries of Darwin do away absolutely with the 
inspiration of the Scriptures - with the account of 
the creation in Genesis, and demonstrate not simply 
the falsity, riot simply the wickedness, but the foolish
ness of the 'sacred volume,"' he thundered. Fighting 
to establish atheistic concepts in American thinking, 
Ingersoll had a "profound influence" on religion. 

Now, a century later, the religion of humanism 
holds the chief seat in synagogue of Western culture. 
With anti-theistic blasts such as "Promises of immortal 
salvation or fear of eternal damnation are both illusory 
and harmful," and "No deity will save us; we must save 
ourselves," the Humanist Manifesto demands that the 
world's populace acknowledge that "science affirms 
that the human species is an emergence from natural 
evolutionary forces" (p. 17): there is no God. 

Salvation? 
It is instructive, however, to contemplate the question 
in respect to humanism's statement of salvation given 
above - "Salvation from what?" From superstitious 
belief? If evolution is true, then my beliefs are also the 
result of inevitable naturalistic evolutionary forces and 
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cannot be chalked up to superstition. And if "we must 
save ourselves," as Humanism puts it, then what does 
it matter to any other individual that I believe the 
Bible? Not only would ethics themselves be "autono
mous and situational" but so also would be my belief 
system. 

But in the end, the salvation of skepticism/human
ism is a barren wilderness, promising everything but 
delivering nothing. Listen to the cheerless Ingersoll as 
he speaks over the ashes of his dead brother Ebon C. 
Ingersoll, in 18 79. "While yet in love with life and rap
tured with the world, he passed to silence and pathetic 
dust." Likening Ebon's life to a ship at sea, Ingersoll 
pondered, "For, whether in mid-sea or 'mong the 
breakers of the farther shore, a wreck at last must mark 
the end of each and all. And every life ... [becomes] a 
tragedy as sad and deep and dark as can be woven of the 
warp and woof of mystery and death." He added that 
"Life is a narrow vale between the cold and barren 
peaks of two eternities. We strive in vain to look be
yond the heights. We cry aloud and the only answer is 
the echo of our wailing cry" (The World~s Famous Ora
tions, ed. By William Jennings Bryan, vol. X, p. 81-83). 

How my soul longs to be able rather to say, "For to 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain, ... For I have a 
desire to depart and to be with Christ!" 

25 Cherrywood Circle 
Marshall, TX75670 
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Discerning 
the DiHerence 

By Frank Chesser 

The church is divine in origin, spiritual in nature 
and eternal in duration. It is a monument to di
vine wisdom. It is a portrait of beauty and sim

plicity beyond the Rembrandts of the ages. 
Sin drove a wedge between man and God. The 

church is the sphere of reconciliation. It was God's 
will from eternity to unite all men "in one body by the 
cross" (Eph. 2:16). That one body is the church (Eph. 
1:22-23). Jesus saves only the church (Eph. 5 :23) be
cause it is composed of those who have obeyed the 
gospel (Acts 2). The gospel is God's power to save 
(Rom. 1:16). There are as many saved people outside 
the church as there were saved people outside the ark 
in Noah's day. 

If the ancient Israelites were the "apple of God's 
eye" (Deut. 32:10), what must the church be but the 
joy of his heart. Even now, God awaits the moment 
when time shall give way to eternity, and the church, 
his Son's bride, robed in the beauty of holiness by vir
tue of his Son's blood, shall make its entrance into that 
heavenly realm to the enjoyment of eternal bliss and 
happiness. 

Denominationalism is human in origin, physical 
in nature, and temporal in duration. It is a monument 
to human self-will, man's determination to do what he 
pleases instead of what God says. It is a portrait of 
chaos and confusion, a tool in the hand of the Devil to 
blind the "minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should shine unto them" (2 Cor. 4:4). 

There is nothing good about denominationalism. 
It has no right to exist. Jesus did not plant it, and it 
"shall be rooted up" (Matt. 15: 13). Its worship is os
tentatious and mechanical, its kingdom hope is mate
rial, and its laws are ritualistic and traditional. David 
said, "I hate every false way" (Psa. 119: 128). Let us 
love the people, but loathe the system. Israel was to 
discern between things holy and profane (Eze. 22:26). 
Christians need to perceive the grave distinction be
tween the church set forth in the New Testament and 
denominationalism. There is a difference !

62 73 
S 
ycamore 

Montgomery, AL 3 6117 
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Fourth Annual 

''What Saith the Scriptures?'' 
Bible Lectureship 

~ "Unto God Be the Glory!" ~ 

-November 1-3, 1996-

Friday, November 1 
6:30p.m ••••••• CongregaUonal singing 

7:00p.m ••••••• For the Power of Prayer ••.••••••..•••• Burt Groves 

8:00p.m ••••••• For the Work of the Prophets 
••...••..••..••.••..•••.••.•••.••••••••••••••• Johnny Ramsey 

Saturday, November 2 

9:00a.m ••..•.. For the Word of God ..•••......•••.•••.•• Larry Keele 
10:00 a.m •.••••. For the Church of Christ .•••.••.•••••• Dan Manuel 

11 :00 a.m ••••.•• Church Cooperation •••.••••••••••••••• Open Forum 

5:30p.m ••••••• CongregaUonal singing 

6:00p.m ••••••• For the Challenge of Uving 
for Christ ....................................... Mike Vestal 

7:00p.m ••••••• For the Resurrection ...................... Joe Chase 

8:00p.m ....... For the Hope of Heaven .................. Ken Hope 

Sunday, November 3 
9:00a.m ....... For the Home .................................. Ken Hope 

10:00 a.m ....... For the Remission of sins ............ Mike Hurley 

Potluck luncheon 

5:30p.m ....... Congregational singing 

6:00p.m ....... For the Privilege of Spreading 
the Gospel .................................. Lee Rottman 

7:00p.m ....... For Old Soldiers of the Cross ........ Lee Peters 

Audio and video tapes of lectures 
available from Tullstar (21 O) 533-1866 

For Information regarding housing (903) 757-9221 
RVhookups 

Displays upon approval 

Presented by 

Longview Church of Christ 
1401 Eden Dr. 

Longview, Texas 

Bill Lee • Sam Phillips • Morgan Wilson 
Elders 

For further Information call (903) 236-0988 
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Grapes of Thorns or Figs of Thistles? 
By Dan Flournoy 

On November 28, 1995, Kregg and Karen 
Hood appeared on the TV program Celebra
tion hosted by Marcus and J oni Lamb broad

cast over KMPX channel 29, Dallas/Ft.Worth. They 
"testified" as to how they came to reject "traditional 
church of Christ reaching." Kregg claims that God is 
now giving him the words to speak to his audience. 

Kregg Hood is the former pulpit minister of the 
South MacArthur Church of Christ in Irving, Texas. 
He and his wife Karen claim to have received the bap
tism of the Holy Spirit. Consequently they are now in 
fellowship with false teachers such as Dr. Jack Deer, 
Paul Cane, John Elliott, and Don Pinto, who espouse 
tongue speaking, miraculous healing, instrumental 
music, faith only, and the impossibility of apostasy. 

Both Kregg and Karen Hood have accepted de
nominational error and rejected the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus. They have led others into apostasy and 
have established an organization known as "Full Mes-

Brown 
Trail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667 -Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 
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sage Ministry" for the purpose of leading others into 
the errors of Pentecostalism. They are especially inter
ested in reaching those in the churches of Christ with 
the "fullness of the Holy Spirit." The Hoods have 
placed their membership at the Farmers Branch 
Church of Christ. This congregation is widely known 
for its false teaching and denominational stance. (See 
"Sounds of Change," Religion section, Dallas Morn
ing News, June 3, 1995 .) Kregg is now serving as Ex
ecutive Vice President at Sweet Publishing. 

Romans 16:17-18: Now I beseech you, breth
ren, mark them that are causing the divisions and 
occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine 
which ye learned: and turn away from them. For 
they that are such serve not our Lord Christ, bur 
their own belly; and by their smooth and fair 
speech they beguile the hearts of the innocent. 

2 John 9-11: Whosoever goeth onward and 
abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not 
God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same 
hath both the Father and the Son. If any one 
cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, 
receive him not into your house, and give him no 
greeting: for he that giveth him greeting 
partaketh in his evil works. 

Matthew 7:15-16: Beware of fal se prophets, 
who come to you in sheep's clothing, but in
wardly are ravening wolves. By their fruits ye 
shall know them. Do (men) gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles? 

1202 N . Beltline Rd 
Irving, TX75061 

(Editor's note: Sweet Publishing Company is the 
source of heretical literature. The danger is that Sweet 
sales people palm themselves off as faithful members 
of the church and frequently telephone congregations 
attempting to sell materials. Please be reminded that 
Sweet's Bible School curriculum comes from David G. 
Cooke; Gospel Advocate's series is from Scripture 
Press [Baptist]; 21n Century's material is produced by 
Standard Publishing [Christian Church]. These mate
rials were written by denominational people and origi
nally published by denominational companies. It is 
disingenuous to sell denominational materials by giv
ing a misleading impression. Candor should compel 
publishers to tell the truth about the origin and con
tent of their merchandise.) 



God Explained 
By Tracy Dugger 

God cannot he explained, He must be experi
enced (bulletin board sign). This made me 
think of the misconceptions many have re

garding God. Multitudes over-emphasize the emo
tional side of man and fail to give proper attention to 
the intellectual side. I would not for a moment deny 
that man is an emotional being and that emotions come 
into play when obeying the gospel (Acts 2:37; 8:37). 
Still, to say one cannot know God, but must feel him is 
strange; no such idea can be found within the Bible. 

To say we cannot explain but must experience 
God is incorrect. Besides, the statement about not un
derstanding but being able to encounter God suggests 
that those who have a personal, direct communication 
with the Almighty do understand him, while those 
claiming no such experience are ignorant about their 
Maker and do not know him. So, it is a way of slip
ping in by the side door. It smacks of snobbery- as in 
"I have felt God and know him and you, having only 
the Bible, cannot understand him. Poor, pitiful thing." 

One cannot know everything about God nor ex-
plain every detail about deity. Isaiah writes: 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my Ways, saith the LORD. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts (lsa. 55 :8-9). 

However this is a far cry from contending that 
God cannot be explained or known. We may know 
what God has revealed about himself in the Bible and 
the things not revealed are for God to know (Deut. 
29:29). Immediate revelations of God today are fic
tions and fables because all that he intends to reveal 
has long since been made known. The faith is once for 
all delivered Uude 3). 

What use would the Bible be if God could not be 
explained in some real sense? God's purpose in writ
ing the Bible was to give an explanation of many 
things, including himself. Consider what the Bible 
says about coming to know God: 

For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ 
for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the dispensa
tion of the grace of God which is given me to 
you-ward: How that by revelation he made known 
unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few 
words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand 
my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in 

other ages was not made known unto the sons of 
men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit (Eph. 3:1-5). 

Paul explains that God and his wonderful plan 
was made known and could be understood by his 
readers. Paul spent a lot of time explaining God to his 
hearers. 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for 
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The 
just shall live by faith (Rom. 1: 16-17). 

Paul says God's righteousness is revealed by the 
gospel message. It sounds as if God can be explained! 

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have enteted into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by 
his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in 
him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, 
but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of 
God; that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not 
in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiri
tual things with spiritual. But the natural man re
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned. But 
he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself 
is judged of no man. For who hath the mind of the 
Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the 
mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:9-16). 

God revealed to inspired men his will, who in turn 
revealed it to us that we might understand God. God 
can be explained. Jesus Christ came to the earth to re
veal and explain God: "No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him" Uohn 1: 18). Con
sider the following in defining the word declared: 

The verb 'declared' in Greek, exeegeesato, is 
beautiful. This verb was constantly used by an
cient Greek writers to indicate interpretation of 
divine mysteries. It was an explanation to men of 
something divine that they could not understand 
by themselves. That is what Jesus Christ came to 
do- to help us limited human beings understand 
the unlimited and invisible God .... [I]ts basic 
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meaning is 'to lead out.' The idea is that of God, 
the invisible God, in a hiding place. He was inac
cessible to man. jesus Christ, who has always 
been with the Father, who is God Himself, 
brought Him out and made Him visible to all. He 
explained God. He was the exegete of God. In 
fact, the verb 'exegesis' in English comes from the 
verb exeegeomai. Exegesis is to bring out the 
meaning of something that is difficult to under
stand. Thus we can say that in jesus Christ God 
is made understandable, and only in Him is He 
understandable (Sipiros Zohiates, Was Christ 
God?, Grand Rapids, MI: Erdman's Publishing 
Company 1970, p. 35-36). 

When we read the Bible, we find a most wonder
ful explanation of God! 

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. If 
ye had known me, ye should have known my Father 
also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen 
him" Oohn 14:6-7). 

"And hereby we do know that we know him, if we 
keep his commandments" (1 John 2:3). 

"And we know that the Son of God is come, and 
hath given us an understanding, that we may know 
him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in 
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life" (1 John 5 :20). 4604 Nelms Lane 

Roanoke# VA24019 
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Psychics 
By Bobby Bates 

Likely you have seen an ad on television about 
psychics (people capable of extraordinary men
tal processes, such as extrasensory perception 

and mental telepathy). Usually, a famous personality 
will put in a plug for them and then some other folks 
give their "testimony." It is implied that if you will call 
their 900 number (which costs you by the minute), all 
your problems will be solved. 

Some television movies help popularize the idea of 
psychic power. Charlatans claiming clairvoyance at
tempt to foretell the future, or by feeling some object, 
tell all about the person to whom it belonged, or who 
had last touched that object. 

This sounds appealing, but the facts prove other
wise. When the Hagerman girl was abducted, it was 
announced that psychics had been requested to help 
find her. How many psychics called to let the police 
know where to go to rescue her? None! When she was 
killed, how many psychics led police to the body? 
None! How many psychics led police to her killer? 
None! If they know, but have not told the police, they 
are as guilty as the man who abducted and killed her. 

How many psychics are employed by the F.B.I., 
C.I.A., or other law enforcement agencies? None! (that 
we have been told about). If there really are psychics, 
every law enforcement agency would have one. There 
would be no unsolved crimes. There would be no 
"Most Wanted" list of criminals, because the psychics 
would know where to find them. All the missing chil
dren would be found. 

18 ~k:~~unda!r:: 

Every psychic would be fabulously wealthy. He 
would know which stocks to buy, when to sell, and 
which investments to make. He could never lose at the 
racetrack or in the gambling casinos. 

Think how valuable they would be to the medical 
field. Every hospital would have one. People who 
were going to have a heart attack would be treated be
fore it could happen. Cancer would be detected in its 
earliest stages, or even before it got started. 

How many cities have been alerted to a natural di
saster or its inhabitants saved because a psychic 
warned them ahead of time that an earthquake or a 
tornado was going to strike their city? None! 

Years ago, fortune-tellers claimed to do what 
psychics now claim. It appears that the psychics of to
day are the fortune-tellers of old under a new name. 

It is interesting to note that God told the Israel
ites: "There shall not be found among you any one 
that maketh his son or his daughter to pass though the 
fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, 
or an enchanter, or a witch" (Deut. 18:10). The Inter
linear Bible, Hebrew/English by Jay Green translates 
"enchanter" as "fortune-teller." 

Modern day "channelers," claiming to serve as 
mediums and spirit guides put us in mind of Simon 
the sorcerer and the seven sons of Sceva. All exorcists 
are fakes. Witchcraft is a work of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-
20). 2535 Northwest Loop 

Stephenville# Texas 76401 
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What is Calvinism? 
By Jerry C. Brewer 

John Calvin, born in Noyon, France, July 10, 
15 09, devoted his life to theological pursuits. 
In 1536 he published his views on man's re

demption in a volume entitled the Institutes of the 
Christian Religion. As a leader in the Reformation, 
Calvin wielded a tremendous influence and his phi
losophy was warmly received by the Protestant world 
because it attacked many of the peculiarities of the 
Church of Rome. The enthusiasm with which his 
views were accepted by Protestants is paradoxical 
since many of them were borrowed from Augustine, 
the Catholic bishop of Hyppo (354-430). 

Resting upon the premise of inherent total deprav
ity, Calvinism is a system of error, derived from Ca
tholicism, and woven into the fabric of almost every 
Protestant denomination in the 20th century. It has 
influenced false systems ranging from the Southern 
Baptist Church to Pentecostalism. 

Calvinism was the driving force behind the reli
gion of the Puritans, accepted by the Church of En
gland, formed the basis for the Presbyterians in Scot
land and finds devotees in America from the Assembly 
of God and Nazarene Churches to Promise Keepers 
and the 700 Club. 

While Calvin's views aren't all accepted as he first 
propounded them, most are accepted by Protestant 
bodies in some form or another. Strict Calvinism, as 
we know it today, was defined by the Synod of Dort in 
1618. Convened on November 13, the Synod crystal
lized Calvin's views into the form that is preached and 
practiced by much of the Protestant world. 

Even among churches of Christ we are troubled by 
some tenets of Calvinism. Especially Calvin's teach
ings that one's daily activities are guided by the Holy 
Spirit. The basic error in all of this is that Calvinism, 
and all of its mutations, denies the free-will of man 
and the power of the gospel to save (Rom. 1: 16-17). 

Three points of error form the basis of Calvin's 
views. These "theological triplets" are so constituted 

Conley, Dobbs, MoffiH - Catholic Debate Tapes 
$44.95 • VIdeo set 

Price includes shipping. 
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that they must stand or fall together. If one is true, 
they are all true. If one is false, all are false. 

Of Inherent Depravity: 
All men are conceived in sin, and born the chil
dren of wrath, indisposed to all saving good, 
propense to evil, dead in sin, and the slaves of sin; 
and without the regenerating grace of the Holy 
Spirit, they neither are willing nor able to return 
to God. 

Of Election and Irresistible Grace: 
[E]lection is the immutable purpose of God, by 
which, before the foundations of the world were 
laid, he chose, out of the whole human race, 
fallen by their own fault from their primeval in
tegrity into sin and destruction, according to the 
most free good pleasure of his own will, and of 
mere grace, a certain number of men, neither bet
ter nor worthier than others, but lying in the same 
misery with the rest, to salvation in Christ ••.• 
Moreover .•. some are non-elect, or passed by, in 
the eternal election of God, whom truly God, 
from most free, just, irreprehensible, and immu
table good pleasure decreed to leave in the com
mon misery ... to condemn and eternally punish 
them, to the manifestation of his own justice. 

Of Perseverance: 
God ... does not wholly take away his Holy Spirit 
from his own, even in lamentable falls, nor does he 
permit them to glide down that they should fall 
from the grace of adoption and the state of justifi
cation; or commit the 'sin unto death,' or against 
the Holy Spirit; that, being deserted by him, they 
should cast themselves headlong into eternal de
struction. So that not by their own merits or 
strength, but by the gratuitous mercy of God, they 
obtain it, that they neither fatally fall from faith 
and grace, nor finally continue in their falls and 
perish (Calvinism, 'Doctrines of Dort,' McClin
tock & Sponges Cyclopodia of Biblical# Theologi
cal and Ecclesiastical Literature# vol. 11, pp. 
39-46). 

While Calvin achieved greater theological distinc
tion in promoting his false theories, he wasn't the first 
to do so. With some modifications, he merely bor
rowed Augustine's error on the depravity of man and 
went beyond it (ibid, Vol. I, p. 547). Augustine had set 
forth his views on man's depravity and predestination 
a millennium before Calvin was born. 

By Adam's sin, in whom all men jointly sinned to
gether, sin and the other positive punishments of 
Adam's sin, came into the world .... Every man 
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brings into the world with him a nature already so 
corrupt that he can do nothing but sin. The 
propagation of this quality of his nature is by 
concupiscence (ibid. Vol. 1, p. 546). 

Because he believed man was born a reprobate, Au
gustine ascribed salvation "wholly" to God's irresist
ible grace, taught that God assigned a certain number of 
men to salvation and a certain number to perdition and 
that the grace of God "secured the perseverance of all 
upon whom it was bestowed" (ibid, Vol. I, p. 543). 

Thus, we understand the necessity that grows out 
of the premise of total hereditary depravity. Born to
tally depraved, man did nothing to reach that condi
tion. Powerless in the commission of sin, he is there
fore powerless in effecting his own salvation. Predes
tined to eternal life, he must therefore be regenerated 
by the direct converting power of the Holy Spirit (Ir
resistible Grace). Unable to do anything to reach a 
state of salvation, man is then powerless to depart 
from that state since "God ... does not wholly take 
away his Holy Spirit from his own, even in lamentable 
falls" (The Perseverance of the Saints). 

In a booklet entitled What Baptists Believe and 
Why They Believe It, issued by The Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, 
Tenn., J.G. Bow, DD, repeats Calvin's theological trip
lets as Baptist doctrine (pp. 5, 7, 9, 18). 

John Wesley, the father of Methodism also believed 
and taught inherent depravity (Nichors Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia, p. 83 ), and various opinions of Calvin
ism are set forth among churches of Christ by heretical 
teachers. E;xample: "It is a scandalous and outrageous 
lie to teach that salvation arises from human activity. 
We do not contribute one whit to our salvation" (Rubel 
Shelly and Randall J. Harris, The Second Incarnation, 
Howard Publishing Company, 1992, p. 207). 

Standing on the theology of Augustine, Calvin and 
the Southern Baptists, Phil Ware says, "We are given 
the Spirit at baptism" (speech at Red River Family En
campment, June 25, 1996). 

Calvinism is an incubus in the body of Christ lead
ing into apostasy. Believed, taught, and shoved down 
our throats by college professors and others among 
us, Calvinism must be excised before its poison cor
rupts the entire brotherhood. It's much later than we 
think. The schism is here and faithful brethren need to 
stand fast upon the Word of God as the all-sufficient 
rule of faith and practice (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 
1:19-22). 

618 Santa Fe Dr. 
Clinton, OK73601 
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West Yarginia 
School ol Preaching 

Lectureship 
October 28-November 1, 1996 

Cbrlaltaal~ vs. BeUgloas 
and PbUosophles ol Mea 

MoDcla~, October Z8 
7:00 p.m ........ Jesus the Light of the World ................................. Tim Hatfield 
7:30 p.m ........ The Battle for the Minds of Men ................. Jackie Stearsman 

Tueacla~, October Z9 
9:00 am ........ Feminism ............................................................. Charles Aebl 

10:00 am ........ Islam ................................................................... Gary Brantley 
11 :00 a.m ........ liberalism, 100 Years Ago and Now ....... Emanuel Daugherty 

1:10 p.m ........ Complete In Christ.. .............................................. Roger Rush 
2:10p.m ........ Attitude Toward Those In Error ............................... Burt Jones 
3:10 p.m ........ Humanism: Man's Wisdom vs. God's Wisdom ....... Doug Petty 
7:00 p.m ........ Jesus, the Way .................................................... Matt Thomas 
7:30 p.m ........ The One True Church .................................. Jackie Stearsman 

Wedaacla~, October 30 
9:00 a.m ........ Pragmatism/Hedonism ............................... Jackie Stearsman 

10:00 a.m ........ Islam .................................................................. Gary Brantley 
11:00 a.m ........ All-sufficiency of the Bible .......................... F. Higgenbotham 

1:10 p.m ........ Christianity, the One True Religion ........................ Dean Miller 
2:10 p.m ........ Influence of Eastern Religions ....................... Randy Matheny 
3:10 p.m ........ Calvinism .............................................. Steve Higgenbotham 
7:00 p.m ........ Jesus, the Truth .................................................. Justin Odom 
7:30 p.m ........ Jesus Is THE Messiah ........................................ Gary Brantley 

Tbunda~, October 3• 
9:00a.m ........ Theological Existentialism ................................. D. Gene West 

10:00 a.m ........ Influence of Eastern Religions ....................... Randy Matheny 
11 :00 a.m ........ The Greatness of Christianity .............................. Charles Pugh 

1:10 p.m ........ Rationality of the Christian Faith .................... :.David Stevens 
2:10p.m ........ End of Century Millennium Mania ........................ Terry Varner 
3:10p.m ........ Evolution/Atheism ............................................. Glen Hawkins 
7:00 p.m ........ Jesus, the Life ...................................................... Pete Allinder 
7:30 p.m ........ Militant Christianity ................................... Winfred Claiborne 

I'Jolcla~, November • 
9:00 am ........ Denominationalism .......................................... Denver Cooper 

10:00 am ........ New Age ..................................................... Winfred Claiborne 
11:00 a.m ........ Authority In Religion ........................................ Steve Stevens 

1:10 p.m ........ Taking Christ Into All the World .................. Bruce Daugherty 
2:10 p.m ........ New Age ..................................................... Winfred Claiborne 
3:10 p.m ........ The Relevance of the Cross ................................ Skip Andrews 
7:00 p.m ........ Jesus, the Great I AM ............................................ Paul Hoover 
7:30p.m ........ Jesus the Hope of the World ...................... Winfred Claiborne 

-congregational singing at 6:30 p.m. each evening-

BWview Terrace Church of Christ 
Fourth & Willard Streets 

P.O. Box 785 
Moundsville. West Virginia 26041·0785 

(304) 845·8001 



Thoughts for Christian Women 

The Law of Kindness 
By Irene C. Taylor 

The book of Proverbs records a beautiful tribute 
to womanhood. It is the portrait of a worthy 
woman. The characteristics listed apply to her 

role as wife, mother, business woman, employer and 
neighbor. The golden thread that enhances each of these 
relationships is, "She openeth her mouth with wisdom; 
and in her tongue is the law of kindness" (Prov. 31 :26). 

Kindness of speech is not equal to weakness. Kind
ness and firmness can easily flow from the same lips 
and must when truth is at stake. James, by inspiration, 
counsels us to guard the tongue since no man can tame 
it Games 3:8). Just when we think we have achieved 
our goal of controlling our tongue and let down our 
guard, we find the battle not yet won. 

Because she learned the value of "the law of kind
ness" this worthy woman could enjoy a special rela
tionship with her husband and family. Her husband 
could "safely trust" in her (vv. 11-12). 

Kindness begets kindness; it is an investment 
which reaps great dividends. Instead of berating her 
mate, she is supportive of him. Rather than taking care 
of only self, she extends care and consideration tooth
ers. How much better a marriage can be when there is 
appreciation and consideration. 

Parents need to learn early that "a soft answer 
turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger" 
(Prov. 15: 1). When we yell at a child, he tends to yell 
back. Talk to a child in a soft, yet firm, voice and he will 
learn a better way of communicating. We know the 
worthy woman dealt firmly and kindly with her chil
dren, because they "rise up, and call her blessed" (Prov. 
31:28). 

More kindness of speech would do much to heal 
church problems or avoid them completely. Many dif
ferences arise due to a clash of wills or personalities. 
Pride refuses to bend and the rift widens. Even when 
the rift is over misconduct or doctrinal error, pride 
often prevents resolution. Think how many innocent 
people are hurt because a spark is fanned to public pro
portions which could have been stopped when still a 
private spark. When full-blown each "side" demands 
that all view the situation through his eyes and there is 
no way the innocent can win. 

Adhering to the law of kindness 
would do much to eliminate the 
spread of gossip which disrupts both 
friendship and church peace. A dis
gruntled member broadcasts his griev
ance to all rather than going directly to 
the ones involved. Soon the gossip 
mill has cast a shadow on someone's 
good name. Inspiration condemns such. "They learn to 
be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not 
only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking 
things which they ought not" (1 Tim. 5: 13). 

The worthy woman provides the answer to this 
problem. She is busy with worthwhile activities and 
drinks not of idleness. She lives by the law of kindness. 

Even a casual reading of the portrait of this great 
lady reveals the beauty of her character. She gives richly 
of herself to those about her. She cares for her family 
and the poor. Her kindness was not just for self but for 
the betterment of those about her. Her life enriches the 
life of all who know her. 

Our purpose on earth is to prepare for heaven and 
make this world a better place for others. Following the 
law of kindness in our speech would do much to ac
complish both goals. 

Since our speech reflects what is in our hearts 
(Matt. 12:34), watchfulness of our speech should im
prove our conduct. Let each do her part to eliminate 
backbiting, gossip, and hurtful words from our speech. 
Let us practice the law of kindness. P. 0 . Box 464 

Ripley, TN 36063 
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Potpourri ••• 
Enclosed is an order and a check for two more 

gift subscriptions to the Firm Foundation. This 
is the fourth gift subscription plus my renewal 

extension since April19 (written June 19). It is my in
tention to send at least one gift subscription each 
month as long as the Lord blesses me with the ability 
to do so because I believe the Firm Foundation is the 
best vehicle available to inform brethren of the false 
teachers at work in the Lord's church today" (A Sub
scriber) . ... I just wanted you to know how much the 
Firm Foundation means to me and to all who love the 
truth of Jesus Christ. I can see in every issue your faith 
and loyalty to Jesus .... The February issue was very 
timely with the article on the Promise Keepers." These 
are a few excerpts from the many -very many -let
ters of encouragement the Firm Foundation received 
in the past few weeks. We need your help to continue 
to hold high the banner of truth. Thank you. 

Death Notice 
G Sister Aline Walker Bradshaw wrote a brief note 

to say that Glendon W. Walker passed away February 
13, 1996. He lived at Sherman, Texas. Brother Walker 
preached the gospel for 60 years and enjoyed reading 
the Firm Foundation. That unseen world of the righ
teous dead is richer. 

Re11d It and Weep 
0 Brother J. A. McNutt, a pillar in the church at 

Memphis, wrote a letter to Bailey McBride, editor of 
the Christian Chronicle in response to a three page ar
ticle (Minister's Beliefs, a Special Report; July 1996). 
In the article, astounding information is displayed. It 
is the summation of the response to a survey sent out 
by professors at Abilene Christian University of 348 
preachers and 138 youth ministers. Of those answer
ing the survey, 31 say they do not believe in the virgin 
birth of Jesus; 27 say they do not believe the devil ac
tually exists; 44 say that Adam and Eve are not histori
cal characters; 53 say the Bible has errors and mistakes 
in it; 12 think the Bible teaches premillennialism; 30 

Sample copies of the Firm Foundation 
are available for you to share with your friends. 

1-800-572-3619 
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deny the bodily resurrection of Jesus; 105 think it is 
biblical to have women preachers in the church and 
452 say it is not wrong for a woman to preach; 450 
claim to have direct revelation of the Holy Spirit in 
their lives today; 98 think instrumental music in wor
ship of God is scriptural, but 35 0 say it is not sin and 
its use will not condemn; 307 think Christmas and 
Easter are religious holidays (we are not making this 
up- it is in the report- we are happy to say that ap
parently no readers of the Firm Foundation were in
cluded in the survey). 

If the survey is accurate, it indicates big problems: 
Why would the Christian Chronicle devote three full 
pages to this folly with no apology? Do we really have 
preachers and men leading and training our children 
who do not believe such fundamental Bible doctrines 
as the virgin birth and the resurrection? (Members and 
parents need to ask some questions of elders, preach
ers, and youth workers.) 

The biggest problem of all may be brought into 
focus by a request in brother McNutt's letter, "I 
would like to suggest that the same survey be submit
ted to all the professors in our Christian Schools, and 
perhaps we will learn the source of some of our prob
lems in the brotherhood." 

The danger facing the church today is great. 
"Awake, awake, put on strength, 0 arm of the 

LORD; awake, as in the ancient days, in the genera
tions of old." 

lnlelledualism 
0 Intellectual sodomy, which comes from the re

fusal to be simple about plain matters, is as gross and 
abundant today as sexual perversion and they are no
wise different from one another (Edward Dahlberg, 
U.S. author and critic). 

0 Intellectuals can tell themselves anything, sell 
themselves any bill of good, which is why they were 
so often patsies for the ruling classes in nineteenth 
century France and England, or twentieth-century 
Russia and America (Lillian Hellman, U.S. playwright, 
Unfinished Woman, ch. 13). 

0"1 think, therefore I am" is the statement of an 
intellectual who underrates toothaches (Milan Kun
dera, Czech author, critic, Immortality, pt. 4, ch. 11). 

OWhen a thought is too weak to be expressed 



simply, it should be rejected (French proverb). 
OEveryone says he's sincere, but everyone isn't 

sincere. If everyone was sincere who says he's sincere 
there wouldn't be half so many insincere ones in the 
world and there would be lots, lots, lots more really 
sincere ones! (Tennessee Williams, U.S. playwright). 

I Hale to Bring This Up 
$President Clinton's picture was on the front 

page of The Advocate, a magazine that favors homo
sexuals Oune 25, 1996). In an interview, he spoke in 
generalities when questioned on homosexual issues. 
Ann Lewis, the 1996 Deputy Campaign Chairman for 
the Clinton-Gore campaign and sister of Rep. Barney 
Frank (an out-of-the-closet homosexual in the U.S. 
Congress), says she "is working on a positive, cam
paign-oriented, program of assistance to Democratic 
candidates in our critical elections this year." 

llunalts 
OThe Wall Street Journal reports that The House 

of Representatives voted 342-67 to pass the Defense 
of Marriage Act, a measure conservatives introduced 
to head off a Hawaii court case that could make that 
state the first to recognize homosexual marriages. 

Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ. 

Subscribe to 
The Caring and Sharing Newsletter 

for news about the health of other members. 
Subscribers help each other pay their medical 
bills. It's very economical! Note: This Is not an 
Insurance company. 
As a subscriber, other newsletter subscribers 
will help you pay your medical bills, and you 
can do the same for them. Your gift is sent di
rectly by you, not CSN, to the subscriber who 
has had a medical emergency. 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing Newsletter 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-BOQ-2888-2044 
The plan has been in effect and working for go
Ing on 4 years. 1400 Individuals are already 
participating and loving it. Let us hear from you 
today I 

The CSN is NOT an insurance company. 

ltfu Iucado 
0 Lucado is working on a novel based on a fictional 

account of Jesus life as if he were born in the South in 
the United States today. Lucado says he's thinking of 
titling it The Gospel According to Manny (Manny be
ing short for Immanuel). Lucado's only concern for 
this title is that "Manny doesn't sound like a Southern 
name" ijune/July Release). The interviewer of theRe
lease article suggested to Lucado that he might want to 
change the title to The Gospel According to Manny joe
Bob, to better reflect Jesus' fictitious Southern heri
tage. Lucado said he liked that idea. 

Max Lucado said in a note to the editor of the 
Firm Foundation, "Thanks for the inquiry about the 
fiction project. That book is on hold. If it's ever pub
lished, we won't use The Gospel According to Manny. 
I appreciate your concern for accuracy." 

fhaf'1 a Miracle? 
0 James Dobson to prove "that miracles still otcur 

every day" referred to Cliff Barrows and his new bride 
accidentally stumbling across Billy Graham while on 
their honeymoon. Dobson says of Barrows and Gra
ham, "They met that evening for the first time, and a 
lifetime partnership was formed. As the Christian 
world knows so well, Cliff and his wife, Billie, have 
been members of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso
ciation ever since that evening." 

Dobson calls that a miracle! Under that definition 
any chance meeting that turns out well would qualify. 
This story shows two things: Dobson is shallow; and 
shallow people don't know what miracles are. As James 
D. Bales might have said: "Miracles or Mirages." 

To call the Barrow/Graham meeting a miracle be
littles walking on water, calming stormy seas, raising 
the dead, curing the leper, giving sight to the blind, 
causing the deaf to hear and feeding thousands with a 
few loaves and fishes. Such a double-jointed definition 
of a miracle makes the supernatural acts of Jesus and 
the apostles a joke. 

Kregg flood 
OAn erstwhile brother and his wife, Kregg and 

Karen Hood (he has a Ph.D. and is an executive vp at 
Sweet Pub.), claim to have been baptized in the Holy 
Ghost (minus: the sound as of the rushing of a mighty 
wind, tongues of fire, and ability to speak in foreign 
languages they had not studied). They say the Spirit of 
the Living God gives them the words they speak and 
enables miracles to confirm the message. That is noth
ing less than revelation. They are not one whit behind 
the very chiefest apostle ... and I don't mean Don Pinto. 
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O"The world's great men have not commonly 
been great scholars, nor its great scholars great men" 
(Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr., The Autocrat of the 
Breakfast-Table, ch. 6). A scholar "has the common 
feeling of his profession. He enjoys a statement twice 
as much if it appears in fine print, and anything that 
turns up in a footnote ... takes on the character of di
vine revelation" (Margaret Halsey, With Malice To
ward Some). "A reading machine always wound up 
and going, he mastered whatever was not worth the 
knowing" ijames Russell Lowell, A Fable For Critics). 
Pofiticaflr Incorrect 

0 University of Ho~ston officials have said they 
will appeal a ruling that a Russian immigrant was ex
pelled from the school's graduate history program be
cause of his ideas, not his performance. State District 
Judge Don Wittig ruled in favor of Fabian Vaksman, 3 7. 
Vaksman has waged a three-year state and federal court 
battle seeking to complete his doctorate in history. 
Vaksman said he fell into disfavor with the department 
because he ... asserted anti-Marxist views. This con
flicted with the orthodox Marxist philosophy he said 
had been prevalent among many history professors. 
Update 

0 The University of Massachusetts at Amherst has 
revised its non-discrimination code to include pedo
philes as a protected minority. In 1990-91, the school's 
Affirmative Action and Nondiscrimination Policy con
tained a clause specifying that its protections "shall 
now include persons whose sexual orientation includes 
minor children as sex objects." Two things are disturb
ing about this. First, why protect pedophiles? (Is it now 
okay for a man to sexually harass a 7 -year-old boy, say, 
but not a 27 -year-old woman?) Second, why the term 
sexual orientation? Does this mean we are in for brain
dwarfing debates about whether pedophilia is chemical 
or choice? Will there be - in the compulsory Gay, 
Lesbian and Bisexual Studies courses of the future -
seminars on Humbert Humbert, as the Ahab of pedo
philes, trying to lampoon a sweet young thing? Is there 
no behavior which U Mass and other enlightened cam
puses will agree deserves simply to be called deviant? 
Jerlsorr 

OMike Cope, co-editor of Wineskins magazine 
and top-preacher at the 5th and Highlands church in 
Abilene, in a sermon delivered Sunday morning, April 
21, 1996, spoke approvingly of several denomina-
ti?nal preachers ... Billy Graham ... Tony Campolo ... 
Richard Foster ... and John Stott. In talking about the 
question of how devout and sincere men in denomina-
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tions are to be regarded, Cope said: 
But the biggest problem to me was a man whom 
many of you don't know- some of you do- a 
man named john Stott. As I read more and more 
works by this Anglican preacher named John 
Stott, I was a john Stott wannabe. Still am in a lot 
of ways. And then I got to spend three days with 
twenty men that included him. The closer I got 
the more I saw that everything I had seen from a 
distance was even more true up close. A man of 
utter holiness. A man in whom the Spirit was 
powerful. A man of prayer. And yet, on the other 
hand, a man who didn't share my understanding 
of baptism. Full of God's word. Full of God's 
spirit. And yet. 1 

Hey, wait a second, Mike, have you never heard of 
Cornelius? Devout, prayerful, generous Cornelius? 
But guess what? ... He was lost! (Acts 11:14). John 
Stott, as good as he is, like Cornelius, is lost. Good 
and lost. You needed to do what Peter did - preach 
the Word to him. Did you? Or did you let him leave 
with the impression that you approved his denomina
tional error - from sprinkling babes for baptism to 
accepting the authority of the primate of the Anglican 
Church- the archbishop of Canterbury. 

When the editor of the Firm Foundation inquired, 
M.W. Cope responded to the above blurb: 

Yes, I did speak to Stott about immersion. I asked 
him if I could go to his room. He was more than 
willing to study and pray with me. I gave biblical 
r~asons for Believer's immersion, encouraging 
h1m to be baptized. He replied with arguments 
from his understanding of Scriptures (which I be
lieve are misunderstandings) for infant baptism. 
... I believe that Cornelius -like all others in the 
book o_f acts- needed to respond to the message 
of Christ through repentance and immersion. 

The editor answered: "How about Stott? Is he lost? 
Does he need to respond to the message of Christ 
through repentance and baptism? If yes, why didn't 
you say so in your April 21, 1996, sermon instead of 
leaving the impression he was OK?" 

Cope responded with total silence. 

Dictionary JeRnition 
&1dis • in • gen • u • ous Adjective. Not straightfor

w~~ ~r candid; crafty: "an ambitious, disingenuous, 
~hdtsttne, and hy~ocritical operator, who ... exempli
fied ... the most disagreeable traits of his time" (David 
Cannadi~e). (The American Heritage® Dictionary of 
the Englzsh Language, Third Edition). 

'Transcribed from a tape recording of the sermon. Copy of entire 
transcription available upon request to: Firm Found4tion; P.O. Box 
690192; Houston, TX 77269-0192. lio-



Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Brother Meador, in Genesis 49:10 
the word Shiloh is found. I have been told 
that this word refers to an ancient town by 

that name, and I have been taught that this is a refer
ence to jesus. Others have said no, that Genesis 49:10 
does not pertain to Christ. What is the scriptural un
derstanding of the word Shiloh in this context? Of 
what or whom is it speaking? 

Answer: Genesis 49:8-12 is the blessing of Jacob 
to his fourth son, Judah. A careful study of this 
context demonstrates that Judah received a 

six-fold blessing from his father. First, Judah is prom
ised the praise of his eleven brothers, representing the 
nation of Israel. Second, Judah would enjoy preemi
nence in Israel. Third, Judah would become a signifi
cant presence to the nations of the Ancient Near East. 
Fourth, Judah would be the receptor of the Messianic 
promise-seed. Fifth, the Messiah, issuing from Judah, 
would receive the obedience of the nations. Sixth, the 
tribe of Judah would enjoy the blessing of physical 
prosperity. 

The spiritual significance of this passage of Scrip
ture rests upon the proper understanding of the He
brew word Shiloh. 

Some have thought that the word Shiloh in Gen
esis 49:10 must be a reference to the ancient village of 
that name where the tabernacle was temporarily 
erected. However, two major obstacles prevent such a 
view. First, the spelling of the Shiloh of Genesis 4 9: 10 
and the village of that name are different in the He
brew language. Second, the site of ancient Shiloh was 
not at all significant during Jacob's time as it was vir
tually unknown. Later, the village does not prove to 
be significant regarding Messianic prophecy. 

In Genesis 49:10 the Hebrew word Shiloh is 
translated in the majority of English Bible versions as a 
proper, and personal name (i.e., Shiloh). This name is 
related to the Hebrew root Shala, which means to be 
secure or to bring rest. As a proper name therefore, 
Shiloh would then mean "One Who Brings Peace or 
Rest." The alleged Akkadian translation of "Prince" or 

"ruler" probably should be rejected. 
Further, in Hebrew sentence structure the subject 

customarily follows the verb and in this verse the 
word Shiloh acts as the subject of the verb "comes" 
(yabo). The meaning of this phrase then would be that 
Judah would exercise dominion or royalty until 
Shiloh (the "One Who Brings Peace or Rest") came to 
whom such primary dominion belonged. 

In addition, the Septuagint (LXX) translates this 
phrase from Hebrew into Greek "until that comes 
which belongs to him." This agrees with the translation 
ofEzekiel21 :27, "until he comes to whom it rightfully 
belongs," a Messianic allusion to Genesis 49:10. 

The personal reference ("to him") is based on a 
number of manuscripts and other early textual wit
nesses such as Theodotion, Symmachus, and the 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

"Preaching the Word- Defending the Faith" 

"One of the finest and most thorough two-year 
Bible programs know to me. It is completely Bible 
based, rigorous, and demanding .... Founded in 
1978, Southwest graduates are recognized as 
true 'Men of the Book' who are sound and effec
tive evangelists I" 

That is how brethren are describing the Bible department 
at Southwest. Call today to find out why/ 
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Jewish Targums, and the fact that Ezekiel himself 
makes reference to the thought found in Genesis 
49:10 lends persuasive support for this translation. 

Also, the rabbinic tradition of orthodox Judaism 
strongly supports the interpretation of Genesis 49:10 
that Shiloh was understood and interpreted as a direct 
reference to the Messiah (Talmud: Sanhedrin 98b; 
Midrash Rabbah Genesis 98:7; Yalkut 160). 

Bible history proves that such a lineal prophecy, 
from Judah to Messiah, was fulfilled in Jesus of Naza
reth (cf. Luke 3:23-38). Such fulfillment in Jesus, 
however, should not be understood in terms of an es
tablished political monarchy. Rather, the reign of the 
Messiah would be characterized as spiritual and re
demptive. 

For example, King Zedekiah of Judah ruled just 
before the Babylonian captivity. He was blinded by the 
conquering army and his own children were mur
dered. However, there was another legitimate Judean 
king in a Babylonian prison during the captivity, 
Jehoiachin who was later liberated. 

In fact, J ehoiachin was still considered as king 
long after Zedekiah had fallen (2 Kings ~5:27). 
Zedekiah, who was an uncle of J econiah, was ap
pointed by the king of Babylon as a token monarch 
without the benefit of any ruling power. Therefore, he 
could hardly be classified as the rightful succeeding 
descendant of Jehoiachin and he certainly did not rep
resent a further generation in David's royal lineage. 

However, Jehoiachin did have a direct lineal de
scendant in Zerubabel who was the leader of the re
turning Jewish exiles under the Medo-Persian king 
Cyrus. The returning exiles looked to Zeruababel and 
his descendants for leadership in Judea. 

In Haggai 2:20-23 there is a related prophecy with 
a three-fold promise. First, the heavens would be 
shaken, a figure referring to God's providential inter
vention (2:20-21). Second, the heathen would be 
overthrown (2:22). Third, the Holy One (Messiah) 
would be exalted through the lineage of Zeruababel 
(2:23). In essence, the Davidic covenant promise of 2 
Samuel7:11-14 was prophetically revived by Haggai 
in Zerubabel, a direct descendant of David by 
Jehoiachin of Judah Ger. 22:24-30) and the one 
through whom the Messianic seed would come. 

There was a succession of leaders from Judah dur
ing return from captivity to the advent of Jesus of 
Nazareth. Even during the feudal leadership of the 
Hasmoneans (beginning in ca. 167 B.C.) the nation of 
Israel was commonly referred to as Judea ("from or 
belonging to Judah"). 
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Finally, the word Shiloh, in particular, is to be un
derstood as a unique Messianic autograph, while Gen
esis 49:10 in general, should be understood as a direct 
prophetic reference to the future advent of Messiah 
Uesus of Nazareth) from the remnant tribe of Judah. 
The significance of this verse is that Judah would con
tinue to act as a ruling force in its development from 
tribe, to nation, to remnant, until Messiah came, to 
whom absolute rule, authority and dominion be
longed. 

Uoseph D. Meador is the director of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies, a preacher-training facility. 
He is well-qualified: to help prepare good men to 
preach the Jerusalem gospel and stand undaunted in 
the old paths. Brother Meador has diligently studied 
the Scriptures and is able to cut it straight. His an
swers are biblical, insightful, and understandable. We 
are grateful for his willingness to edit this page. If you 
have questions, please address them to Joseph D. 
Meador, Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 Man
chaca Road, Austin, TX 78748-5399, or they may be 
sent to the editorial office of the Firm Foundation, 
P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269 .) %-
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This book contains short series of brief biblical, argumenta
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I'm not a member of the churches of Christ, will I go to hell?" 
and undenominational Christianity, etc. 
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$19.00 includes postage and handling. 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry Cotham 

'

he Bible teaches that the man is the head of the 
woman (1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:22-24). One is 
not greater than, nor superior to, the other, 

but they do have different roles. The woman may be 
baptized into Christ and enjoy equally with the man 
the spiritual blessings in Christ (Eph. 1:3). 

For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26-28). 

But the wife must be in subjection to her husband 
(1 Pet. 3 :5). Subjection in not inferiority, however. 

Some today are pushing hard for a change in the 
role of women in the public worship services of the 
church. The inspired apostle Paul discusses the con
duct of women during the preaching - prophesying 
- portion of the worship of the church. He plainly 
declared: 

Let your women keep silence in the churches: for 
it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they 
are commanded to be under obedience, as also 
saith the law .... for it is a shame for women to 
speak in the church (1 Cor. 14:34-35). 

God has placed man as leader of the worship in 
the public assembly of the church. This is the rule "in 
all the churches of the saints" (v. 33). So during the 
preaching part of the worship women must be silent; 
they are not permitted to speak publicly, before men 
and women. A woman has her own divinely appointed 
role and sphere in which God intended her to serve. 
There are boundaries of her activities. 

Again Paul discusses the relationship between men 
and women in writing to Timothy regarding public 
worship: 

I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting .... 
Let the women learn in silence with all subjec
tion. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to 
usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence 
(1 Tim. 2:8, 11-12). 

A woman is not to exercise authority over the man. 
A woman may pray in a worship service, silently in her 
own heart, as the man leads the public prayer, but she is 
not to lead the prayer. She may sing, for she is com
manded to sing (Eph. 5: 19), which is a form, or means 

of teaching (Col. 3: 16), but she is not to stand before an 
audience of both men and women and in a public way 
lead the singing, for this would place her in a position 
of authority over the man. An aged woman can and 
should teach the younger women, as per Paul's instruc
tion in Titus 2:3-5, but she should not teach in a public 
assembly, with men present, for this would be in viola
tion of the inspired apostle Paul's specific instructions. 
A teaching role and responsibility rest upon women, 
but for a woman to occupy a public role in the assembly 
when and where men are present is sinful, "for sin is the 
transgression of the law" (1 John 3:4). "Whosoever 
goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, 
hath not God" (2 John 9). 

There have been times and places where only a 
few women have met and had a worship service. This 
is not unscriptural. But later, if some man, or men, be
came Christians, then the man, or the men, would 
take the lead and conduct the service. This is in har
mony with Paul's instructions. But try as some may, 
no one can misunderstand the teaching that women 
are to recognize the headship of man in the home and 
the authority of man in directing the worship of the 
church, in leading the prayers, directing the singing, 
and preaching God's Word. Why would a godly 
woman want to do this anyway? She should be con
tent with her role. 

Surely no one would say that it would be wrong for 
a woman to baptize another if no men were present; but 
why would she want to do this if men are present? This 
would be a violation of 1 Timothy 2:11-12. 

The word men in 1 Timothy 2:8 is translated from 
the Greek word aner and refers to man in contrast to 
woman. Paul literally means: "I desire that the men in 
contrast with women." Lenski, in his comment on 
this verse, correctly states: 

The men only and no women whatever are to do 
the praying in public worship of congregations ... 
in every congregation only men are to lead in pub-
lic prayer and not women (R.C.H. Lenski, Inter
pretation of Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, 
7itus, Philemon [Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg 
Publishing House, 1961], PP· 554-555) 1814SantaCruz 
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Directory -Florida-
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 

- Louisiana -

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. 10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

Morgan City - 8th and Clothelde Street Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1756, 70380. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (504) 384-5383. 
Cornelius C. Abbott III, preacher. 

-Michigan-Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., P. 0. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanks, serving • Ft: ·wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Tuscaloosa - East Pointe Church of Christ. 
Only 1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 
556-1275,553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Darrell Broking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. 
Gossett, preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. ..... 
San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415) 343-
4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. . . . . . 

C central 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen 
Robertson, preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church 
of Christ, 10 miles cast of Crystal River on 
Rowe Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 
491. Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
(904) 637-6234 or (904) 795-6178. 

Gainesville - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 
1811 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use 
Highway 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. . . . . . 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Gamer, 
minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 
665-8060. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Yf~.e~ .• ~:30 p.m. 

Garden City- 1657 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Fred Davis, 
minister. (313) 422-8660 off., 427-4416 res. I· 
275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlelbelt, rt. 2 bllcs. 

-Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871 • 
Vuginia - Virginia· Chu;;h of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334· 
3866. 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872) •••••• 

Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. N d 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. - eva a-..... 
Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles ~~! ?~Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. . .... 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-
285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho-
Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 

Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sunday 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Hartley 
Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill 
St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(919) 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western 
Ohio Valley Firm Foumlatiolf Lectureship. 
Dayton - Overlook • Chu~ch of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444 • 
Fairborn, near Daft~~ ·~d Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 preacher. 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Oklahoma
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th,~ mi Wof Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. HoJM of 
Oklahoma City School of Biblical Struliu, 
(405) 732-1050 or 739-0705. 

28 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 s. Logan, (303)789-4749 

October 1996 
Firm Foundation 

-Indiana-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

Oklahoma City - • P~t~~ City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Amott 
Lowder, minister. 787-5814. 



-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

-South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship •••••• 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill~ ~!n}s!er. 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, l!l~n!'!e!, (901) 366-0617. 
Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 
436 Belinda Plcway. Fifteen minutes from 
downtown Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, 
Wed. 7 p.m. Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robe:Uo~ "county 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., 
between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles 
north of Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, 
evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, 643-
1021, 643-9404. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar B~y~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:hl!J!=I[~·~b. wt.nte/dgal 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston- Fleetwo~d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7.:~~ T~m Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobb~, .P!~a~her. 

Livingston- llOl W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and 
Andy Dooley, minist~~ .... 
Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana 
on Hwy 67. Wayne ~~!~e1 ~vangelist. 
Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke - Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(817) 491-2388, Lyn~ ~!a!r~ minister. 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, pre~c~~r ~ • 
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of 
Christ on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. 
Sun. 9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. {703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg - E~~id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 
Hampton - Hamp:o~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 
Max Meadows - Ft: Chi;~ell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. 'h mile S. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd., 82009. Sun. 9:30 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m., (307) 638-74.6~ .••• 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

Firm Foundation 
Bible Correspondence Course 

Sixteen Bible lessons written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The Arst Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each- $2.40 per set-plus shipping 
Answer sheets Included free upon request. 

To order call 1·800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the lessons and bill you. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line ~er month This sedion is designed to occ?mmodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seek1ng preachers. Other chur~-relatecl m~Her as accepted 
in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Farm Foundataon, Ad Depart
ment, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, 1X 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be 
receivod 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the 
first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
We need a gospel preacher who lS interested in 
building up a small congregation, to live in our 
3-bedroom mobile home, and preach full-time 
to the church of Christ in Grangerland, TX 15611 
FM 3083, 40 mi. north of Houston. For 
information call W.E. Hahn, (409) 264-1625. 

The Mayfair Church of Christ in Huntsville, AL 
is seeking an experienced evangelist/preacher/ 
teacher to assist us in our efforts to encourage, 
strengthen, and mature the church in Biysk 
Siberia (Russia). Biysk is a city of 350,000 lo
cated in the Altai region of south central Siberia 
ncar the Mongolian border. The church was 
established· in June of 1994. If you have the 
desire and are willing to consider spending at 
least on year in Russia, please contact Ken 
Newlin at (205) 882-2979 or via E-mail at 
knewlin697@aol.com. 

Minister needed for small congregation in Port 
Clinton, OH on Lake Erie. Will need outside 
support/secular job, until we can grow. Can pay 
$150 to $200 weekly to start. Call Gary Boling 
(419) 734-6663; Ottawa County Church of Christ. 

Mid-Missouri congregation of 35-40 seeking a 
family man who is strong in the faith and 
dedicated to . teaching the truth. Must be active 
personal worker and truly care for lost souls. 
Send r~sum~ and video/audio to Olive St. Church 
of Christ, 420 N. Olive, Mexico, MO 65265. 
Contact Wesley Snyder at (573) 581-5958 or 
Larry at (573) 581-8771 for more information. 

Minister needed. Congregation in need of a 
minister. Please send tape and/or r~sum~ to The 
Elders, Church of Christ, Troup, TX 75789. 
For more information call R.J. Roddy at (903) 
842-4526 or David Stephenson (903) 842-3452 

Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 
450 members in South Georgia, very active in 
World Missions, and local church program seeks 
a man to work in a multiple role with our Family 
Life Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be 
a self-starter, and sound in the Faith. Salary 
negotiable. Send r~sum~, references, and video 
or audio tape to elders, Forrest Park Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 2331, Valdosta, Georgia 
31604. 

Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. t. Send r~sum~ 
and video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and 
intro of family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 
1400 Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 
667-6708. 
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Wanted: We are in need of an experienced, 
conservative minister of the Gospel. The con· 
gregation is led by 3 elders and averages 180 in 
attendance. Salary is negotiable and housing is 
furnished. Please send a r~sum~ and a tape of 
recent sermons. (Either audio or video.) Send 
to: The Elders, W. Carpenter Rd. Church of 
Christ, G-2296 W. Carpenter Rd., Flint Ml 
48505 

Mid-Missouri congregation, 60 members, self
supporting, seeking conservative gospel preacher. 
Please send r~sum~ to Truman Road Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 29, Higginsville, MO 64037. 

The church in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full
time minister. Please send r&um~ and tape (if 
possible) to Search Committee, P.O. Box 3824, 
Estes Park, CO 80517. 

Almost heaven, West Virginia. Small 
congregation nestled in scenic Blue Ridge 
Mountains of Morgan County seeks energetic 
preacher. Ideal for ex-military or retired couple. 
Scores of DC and Baltimore retirees new to the 
area. Contact Matt Morrison (915) 674-2638. 

West Texas congregation of approximately 300 
families seeks an experienced pulpit minister. 
Please send r&um~ to C. A. Prichard, Chairman, 
Search Committee, 600 N.W. 16th, Andrews, 
TX 79714. Fax (915) 523-6448. 

Birdwell's Chapel Church of Christ seeking a 
sound gospel preacher. Contact Barry Jarvis (615) 
452-7859 or Allen Buder (615) 325-2664. 

Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities, 
partial support. Send r~sum~ to Hardy Reeves, 
1553 Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360 (209) 
862-2554 

Preachers Available 
Preacher, 36, married, desires to relocate. 
Graduate of East Tennessee School of Preaching. 
and Missions. For r~sum~ (413) 114-5090 or 
Forrest Jackson,· P.O. Box 322, Greenfield, 
Mass. 01302 

For Sale 
FREE-1996 Fall Tract Catalog. Write to Haun 
Publishing Co., P.O. Box 3426, Pasadena, TX 
77501 

Church bulletins bound in hardcover $15.00. 1· 
800-4-WINNCO or WINNC01@AOL.COM 

POWER Lectureship Books: Th~ Two Covenants 
(1996 Ucturuhip). Th~ Major Prophets (1995). 
Th~ Minor Prophets (1990). Th~ Providenc~ of 

God (1989). Order from Southaven Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671· 
0128. (601) 393-2690. Each book $15.00 plus 
$2.00 shipping & handling. Multiple orders sent 
and billed. 

The Lewis-Weatherly Written Debate on Holy 
Spirit Baptism and Miracles is now available. 
72 pages, comb bound. W eathcrly affirms that 
miracles occur today; Lewis affirms that miracles 
have ceased. Send $4.15 plus $1.50 shipping to 
John T. Lewis, P.O. Box 65, Lone Grove, OK 
73443. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 
38340. We also buy religious books and libraries. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN - Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hellf (1994)- $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230· 
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1·800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you 
did. 

Missionary, South America - family looking 
for support in Latin America. Long-time 
experience in Latin Amer. & Europe. Fluent in 
Spanish. Church planting, pulpit work, personal 
evangelism. Available. Write to Missions 
Ministry, P.O. Box 655, Graton, CA 95444. 

Missionary needs support. Experienced 
missionary needs additional support $1,500 
monthly. You may take over any amount. Already 
on field. Write to HJD, P.O. Box 48, A-2380 
Perchtoldsdorf, Austria, Europe. Supervising 
congregation: Park Heights Church of Christ, 
Hamilton, TX 76531. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299· 
1475. 

Wanted to buy: Used set of Burton Coffman 
Commentaries (OT & NT). Preferably. within 
400 mi. of San Angelo. George Hooper, 3300 
Voight #8, San Angelo, TX 76905 (915) 658-
5379. 

Kiev Bible School: training Christian men of 
former soviet Union to preach Christ since 1992. 
3-ycar program. Low cost. No tuition. Classes 
for women. Jim Waldron, director. Write P.O. 
Box 171 Kiev, 252 001, Ukraine. E-mail: 
roger@campbcll.hkpi.kiev.ua. Phone: 011-380· 
44-555-7853. stateside: (770) 939-0494. New 
class, Jan. 6, 1997. 
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By Alan Highers 

Read the following slowly, carefully and taste every word - it is most important - editor 

On February 21, 1996, William S. Banowsky, Christ lives because he lives "within my heart." 
former president of Pepperdine University, In the course of his presentation, Banowsky 
spoke on the lectureship at ACU on the topic, quoted numerous prior speakers at Abilene, includ-

"The Christ-Centered Church." He divided his topic ing G.C. Brewer, C.M. Stubblefield, and Jesse P. 
into three parts: the mystery of Christ, the universal- Sewell. The clear import of his affirmation was that 
ity of Christ, and the indwelling of Christ. Banowsky he was saying the same thing that these earlier breth-
promised that he would quote from only two sources: ren proclaimed. Applause from the audience rang 
the Bible and former speakers on the Abilene lectures. our at various intervals during the speech. It is more 
Presumably he quoted from the Bible as his author- than astonishing to suppose that brethren who knew 
ity, and he quoted from former speakers at Abilene Brewer, Sewell, and others could believe that they 
to prove that they supported his contentions. Unfor- taught the same thing that Banowsky was advocat-
tunately, he misrepresented both. ing. In fact, the very thought that he could quote 

The main thrust of Banowsky's speech was advo- these brethren in support of fellowship and accep-
cacy of fellowship with denominationalism. He indi- tance of denominationalism is preposterous on its 
cared that he had outgrown the idea of "an identifiably face. 
exclusive church" for a "universally inclusive church." 
He decried the attitude that we have "all truth in per
fectly restoring Christ's church" and stated that we 
should confess "our self-righteousness to our neigh
bors." He charged that we have deified the letter of the 
Bible and "placed paper and ink between us and God." 
He contended that we should accept "other believers" 
and "other sheep" who are being enlightened by Christ. 
He embraced subjectivity, stating that faith is more "in
tuition and feeling" than "logic and reason." He mag
nified his "experience" and argued that he knew 

"Gathering Material for the Sermon" by Jess Hall Jr. , p. 11 

Background Information 

I first heard G.C. Brewer when I was about 16 years 
of age. He had a deep, resonant voice, a dignified 
appearance, a ready knowledge of the scriptures, and 
was, all in all, the most powerful preacher I ever had 
heard. On one occasion I was invited to ride with him 
from Searcy to Morrilton, Arkansas, where he was to 
preach one evening. He spoke for an hour and 20 
minutes on the subject, "Reformation and Restora
tion." I sat mesmerized on the front row throughout 
the entire presentation. He spoke without notes and 
had complete command of his subject. His 

(contintled on page 6) 
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Editorial 

By What Manner of Law? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

To attempt to make the Bible contradict 
itself is a tacit admission that some sa
cred scripture is not true. Truth cannot 

disagree with itself. Good people may discredit 
the Bible and not realize their mistake. For in
stance, the idea is projected that we either teach 
grace or law; mercy or rules; love or commands. 
The impression is created that grace, mercy, and 
love are in opposition to law, rule, and com
mands. 

It is suggested in some writing that if a person features com
passion, he is necessarily against works, and that if works are em
phasized, tenderness is absent. This is a dishonorable way to deal 
with the Bible. The Holy Scriptures teach grace, mercy, love, ten
der affection, and gentleness but also teach rule, law, judgment, 
vengeance, and wrath . These are not contrary to each other but 
are compatible, and gospel teaching must include both the good
ness and the severity of God. 

The conflict was displayed in the "man or the plan" argument, 
which flashed up in the modern history of the church in the 1920s. 
It was an unnecessary waste. Wise people were able to see that when 
one features Jesus, he does not, therefore, deny a scheme of re
demption, and when one talks about the plan of salvation (faith, 
repentance and baptism), he does not reject Jesus. 

We can and should talk about the great love of God demon· 
strated in his rich provision for humans and climaxed in the "un
speakable gift of his son." Powerful preachers and effective teachers 
may speak of how "sorrow and love flowed mingled down" from 
Calvary's cross and still be firm in insisting on the importance of 
honoring God by strict obedience to his revealed Word. 

Men hardened on the battle lines and weathered by scorching 
sun and driving rain may have their cheeks bathed in tears as they 
speak of the sacrifice of the lamb of God. In the next breath-the 
same proclaimer of divine love may forcefully present the condi
tions of salvation and speak vividly of a world dissolved in flames of 
fire and of relentless judgment. 

Mercy spurned demands destruction. Judgment is without 
mercy to him who rejects mercy. There is both a soft and a hard side 
to the New Testament. It is inexcusable to think that because a sol
dier has fought in a war he is incapable of compassion. The toughest 
worker, with calloused hands and wrinkled features, may have a 
tender heart. The weepy-eyed sentimentalist may fully recognize the 



need for law and order. 
To project gospel preachers as mean-spirited and vicious because 

they do not exhibit daintiness is grossly unfair. The hardened and 
unrelenting debater may have a soft and sweet demeanor beneath 
the folds of his skin. I have seen men who seemed fierce melt into 
tears on occasion. The loudest and most uncompromising have mo
ments of tenderness. 

On the other hand, I have seen tenderhearted men, who can 
scarcely bring themselves to contradict even the devil, show flashes 
of hard resolve. He may even have a venomous streak in him. Mean
ness can be covered up by the appearance of sweetness in the same 
way a wolf can disguise itself with lambskin. 

One need not deny the rage of God to exalt his good will.J ohn, 
the apostle, spoke of the "wrath of the lamb." Most remarkable! A 
lamb brings to mind meekness, silence, gentleness, and softness. 
When we think of wrath, we usually think of vengeance, hardness, 
rejection, and punishment. A wrathful lamb must be a terrible thing 
to see. 

A loving, tender, compassionate God is capable of violent pun
ishment. Isaiah calls divine chastisement God's strange work and 
act. God prefers to bless but he will avenge the blood of his sainted 
martyrs. When the wine press of God's wrath is trodden, the blood 
of the'enemies of God will rise to the level of horses' bridles "as far 
as a thousand and six hundred furlongs." "Our God is a consuming 
fire." "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." 

. Mercy can turn to unrelenting condemnation. There is a soft 
side and a hard side to the Christian system. He who rode upon a 
"colt the foal of an ass" to symbolize cutting off the battle bow and 
bringing harmony to the nations, will appear a second time astride a 
great, white charger wearing garments sprinkled by the blood of his 
enemies, with eyes of flaming fire, feet of burnished brass, and a 
sharp sword proceeding from his mouth. 

Jesus was introduced at the time of his birth as one set "for the 
rising and falling of many." He is either a "savor of death unto death" 
or a sc:savor of life unto life." He has warm, tender feathers under his 
pinions, but he also has a rod of iron. It is a mistake to emphasize one 
aspect of his nature against another appearance of his being. 

The business of trying to set the Bible against itself is the old 
story of trying to pit Paul against james. Luther thought the book of 
James was an epistle of straw because it spoke of works. He pre
ferred Paul because he mistakenly thought Paul offered grace with
out law. He was wrong! Paul taught law and works as surely as did 
James; and james understood that austere obedience does not deny 
the need for mercy. 

The old error continues. Even in the modern church we have a 
school of thought which says that grace and law are mutually exclu
sive and that faith bars works of obedience. Those who deny the 
absolute need for exacting submission to the commands of God claim 
there are those who think they can be saved by personal righteousness 
apart from God's loving grace. I know of no professing believer, in or 
out of the church, who says that grace, mercy, and love are unnec-
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essary. If there is such a one, I would appreciate hav
ing him pointed out to me. It is a fact that some argue 
against law, but no one argues against grace. 

Those there are who say that advocates of the 
teaching that "faith without works is dead" and "we 
are justified by works and not only by faith" and "to 
obey is better than to sacrifice" are guilty of either de
nying grace or of not putting enough emphasis on the 
clear necessity of the good gifts of God. I reckon that 
would make James wrong and Luther right. 

In the King James Version, James mentions 
"work(s)" 16 times, whereas the word grace is used 
only 3 times. Would it therefore follow that James 
puts 5 times more emphasis on works than he does on 
grace? Is it right to conclude that James does not be
lieve in the need for the grace of God? Would a sane 
person claim that the disproportionate use of works 
over grace makes James evil and this teaching harsh? 
(Remember James was inspired by the Holy Ghost.) 

It is one thing to claim that not enough is said 
about the tender mercies of God and quite another to 
say there are those in the church today who deny the 
need for mercy altogether. The former is an opinion 
that may nor may not be correct. The latter is a lie. 

Paul wrote: "Where is boasting then? It is ex
cluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of 
faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith Without the deeds of the law" (Rom 3:27 -28). 

Notice that the apostle speaks of a law of works, 
but he also speaks of a law of faith. The law of works 
would be works without faith and absent grace. The 
law of faith is still law. Law, by definition, is rules, prin
ciples, stipulations and requirements. Law necessarily 
includes works. When Paul spoke of the "law of faith," 
he was agreeing with James who said "faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead being alone." Too bad for Luther. 

Paul is plainly saying that all good works, apart 
from faith, are blowing in the wind and are "tinkling 
symbol and sounding brass." We cannot be saved by 
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~orks apart from faith. One cannot reach maturity _ :::· 
s1nless. One cannot be saved by his own plan {but that • ···., 
is not the same as saying that no plan of any kind iS 
needed). We cannot save ourselves and therefore must 
have a "law of faith." When our faith causes us to obey 
the commands of God and thereby produces works of 
obedience to a God-given law, it is made complete and 
causes us to be righteous before God. James put it this 
way: 

Was not Abraham our father justified by 
works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon 
the altar? 

Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect? And the 
scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham be
lieved God, and it was imputed unto him for righ
teousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 

Ye see then how that by works a man is justi
fied, and not by faith only Uames 2:21-24). 

When Paul concludes "that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law" (Rom 3 :28) he is 
not contradicting James, as Luther erroneously 
thought, but is saying, as the context shows, that we 
are justified by a law of faith and not by law without 
faith. If a person could live in sinless perfection, or if· 
he could devise his own means of redemption from . 
sin's ruin, he would be saved by a law of works. Since 
he cannot do this, he must have a law of faith, whi~h 
includes the blood of the lamb of God, repentance and 
baptism, which is another way of saying "grace," aiid 
by that law he is made righteous before God. . 

Ephesians 2:8-9 is rescued from the appearance of 
denying other verses of scripture by this explanation. 
"For by grace (the gift of God's son and the gospel) 
have ye been saved through faith (law of faith, which 
includes repentance and baptism); and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works (human 
goodness and man-made rules for forgiveness), ~f.:.:.: . 
no man should glory." As Paul explains in his Roman :< 
letter, there is no room for boasting if we are sinner$ ,Y)~ 
unable to save ourselves apart from the law of faith, · >: 
because we must rely on the amazing grace of Go~ :·~.~: .. 
to be forgiven. No boasting. Not of works apart .:\i~.: · 
from God's mercy.· Still, a law of faith is requ-ired.)~{· 
"that no man should glory." · ; · · >~~~;-=· 

Grace does not dispense with law nor faith witk ::;}:" 
works. ; .· ·~~~~: · 

No amount of sentimental blubbering is going to :'I?·. 
change the truth that "the Son of man shall come~ ;&i;·(·· 
the glory of his Father with his angels; and then h~ ·:·;~~·: 
shall reward every man according to his works" (Matt · .. ~I':·. 
16:27). Not according to the works of Christ, but ac~· :;.:i~·: · 
cording to the works of the person being judged. , :: Xi{. 
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The magnificent parable of the talents confirms 
that final judgment will turn on how well we obey the 
law of faith. The non-productive will be cast into dark
ness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

And that servant, which knew his lord's will, 
and prepared not himself, neither did according 
to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But 
he that knew not, and did commit things worthy 
of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For 
unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be 
much required: and to whom men have commit
ted much, of him they will ask the more (Luke 
12:47-48). 

But after thy hardness and impenitent heart 
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day 
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judg
ment of God; Who will render to every man ac
cording to his deeds (Rom 2:5-6). 

And if ye call on the Father, who without re
spect of persons judgeth according to every 
man's work, pass the time of your sojourning 
here in fear (1 Pet 1: 17). 

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand be
fore God; and the books were opened: and an
other book was opened, which is the book of 
life : and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, accord
ing to their works. And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it; and death and hell delivered 
up the dead which were in them: and they were 
judged every man according to their works. And 
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. And whosoever was 
not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire (Rev 20: 12-15). 

And to you who are troubled rest with us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking ven
geance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Who shall be punished with everlasting destruc
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power; When he shall come to be glo
rified in his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe (because our testimony among you 
was believed) in that day (2 Thess. 1:7-10). And I will kill her children with death; and all 

the churches shall know that I am he which 
searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give 
unto every one of you according to your works 
(Rev 2:23). 

Let us give that some thought. 
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The Banowsky Speech at ACU 
(continued from page 1) 

son-in-law, Perry Mason, was my high school princi
pal. I have a copy of Brewer's autobiography, Forty 
Years on the Firing Line, which was personally 
autographed by brother Brewer, his wife, daughter, 
and son-in-law. When I learned of G.C. Brewer's last 
illness, I went to his hospital bed at Searcy. I recall 
sitting at his bedside as he tightly gripped me by the 
hand. I never saw brother Brewer again; he died a few 
days later on June 9, 1956. On August 2, 1956, I went 
to the Brewer home at 1925 Jackson Avenue in Mem
phis to visit sister Brewer. Knowing of my sincere 
admiration for him, she invited me to go upstairs to 
his study and to select any book of my choosing from 
his library. Mter spending a long reflective period in 
the study of this great man, respectfully sitting in his 
chair, placing my feet gently under his desk, opening 
and perusing his books, I finally ventured downstairs 
and told sister Brewer that I simply could not find 
one book, but I had found two and she could choose 
which one I might have. In a warm spirit of generos
ity toward a young preacher not yet twenty, she in
sisted, "You shall have both of them." Now, some 
forty years later, these books are still treasured as part 
of my collection. 

Jesse P. Sewell, one-time president at Abilene, is 
credited with being the preserver of the school and 
"chief architect" of the lectures. Born at McMinn
ville, Tenn., Sewell studied at Nashville Bible School 
under such men as David Lipscomb and James Hard
ing. In the 1950s he taught Bible at Harding and 
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lived in an apartment on campus- good fortune for 
me since I attended my last two years of high school 
at Harding. Brother Sewell was approximately 
eighty years of age at the time, but I had the oppor
tunity to hear him speak. He was a gentle man, wise, 
deliberate in speech, and from one of the most 
prominent families in restoration history. Although I 
was only a high school student, I asked for an ap
pointment to visit brother Sewell at his apartment. 
To this day, I remember his graciousness, his knowl
edge, and his profound grasp of restoration history 
and principles. 

May I say, therefore, that I have a special interest 
in knowing that the teaching of these men, and oth
ers like them, is not perverted, corrupted, or misap
propriated to promote positions which they never 
held, never advocated, and never believed. 

Wresting the Word of the Pioneers 
1. Banowsky argues for a form of spiritual agnosti
cism. "Nothing is more compelling," he says, "than 
the honest humility that often admits, 'I just don't 
know.'" In this context, he quotes from Jesse P. 
Sewell in the 1920 lectures: 

Ours is a plea for progress. The importance of 
our plea does not consist in the particular truth 
we now practice, but rather in our attitude to
ward all truth. If we ever allow ourselves to be
come satisfied, our usefulness will be ended. 
Our minds must ever be kept open. 

Notice that brother Sewell does not reject the "par
ticular truth we now practice," but he says we must 
ever be open "toward all truth in Christ." (For some 
reason, brother Banowsky omitted the expression 
"in Christ," but it appears in the original speech by 
Sewell). Further, in summarizing the plea of 
churches of Christ, Sewell went on to say: 

It is a plea for Christian union, that is, for such 
union with Christ and such conformity to his 
teaching as will bring all believers into fellow
ship and cooperation. It is not a plea for the 
union of denominations or the establishment of 
an ecclesiastic;al trust or combine. 

In the same speech, brother Sewell spoke of "the sin 
of denominational division." He said: "Our plea is a 
plea for the restoration of the original doctrine, 
faith, spirit and practice of the New Testament 
church." Brother Sewell apparently believed in an 
identifiably exclusive church. He made it clear "we 



are not a denomination." "Christian liberty," he de
clared, "is not license to do as one pleases or to fol
low the authority of men." 

2. Referring to the 1926 lectureship, Banowsky 
says that C. M. Stubblefield supported Sewell's 
openness by citing the slogan: "We claim to be 
Christians only, but we do not claim to be the only 
Christians. " This expression, used by several of the 
pioneer preachers, is wrested from its context. By 
saying we are not the "only Christians," these pio
neers were not advocating recognition of denomina
tionalism. Rather, they were arguing the very thing 
Banowsky and others deny; namely, that any Chris
tians in denominations should get out of them and 
be "Christians only." Stubblefield said: 

While we believe that many identified with the 
denominations have become Christians, they 
have taken on much that is neither Christianity 

. nor anything akin to it .... We strive to induce 
such people to cease being more than Christians, 
and to be Christians only. 

Stubblefield went further, saying: ''A chief item in our 
plea, then is for a complete destruction of denomina
tionalism from the earth." Brother Banowsky does 
not mention this fact in his claim for "openness." Yet 
·he knew that both Sewell and Stubblefield contended 
against denominationalism because he wrote a book 
in 1965 about the history of the Abilene lectures in 
which he conceded that Stubble- field stated, "The 
arms of fellowship could not be openly extended to 
denominational believers" (The Mirror of a Move
ment, p. 209). One wonders why he did not share this 
information in his Abilene speech in 1996. 

3. In his discussion of "how we should treat 
other believers," Banowsky quotes from Ernest 
Beam in the 1935 lectures to this effect: "Whether 
we like it or not, whoever accepts Christ as Lord and 
gives evidence he is anxious to obey him is your 
brother in Christ." Unfortunately for brother 
Banowsky's point, however, Beam was not discuss
ing treatment of "other believers." He was talking 
about differences among those who are members of 
churches of Christ (as he makes plain in the very first 
sentence of the preceding paragraph). Furthermore, 
in the same speech, brother Beam stated: 

Certain it is the same Paul who forbade them to 
be Pa"uline-Christians and Appollosian- Chris
tians and Cephasite-Christians would likewise 
forbid that there be Baptist-Christians, Meth
odist-Christians, and Presbyterian-Christians. 

But that is the very thing Banowsky was defending in 
his speech at ACU. Beam certainly did not support 

it. He further said: "Sin and division is frightfully 
hurtful. It is terrible. It is infidel made and infidel 
making." Why did brother Banowsky not share these 
insights with his audience in 1996? 

4. Brother Banowsky is not always careful in 
quoting the pioneers. Sometimes he paraphrases, yet 
attributes his paraphrase to the original source! For 
example, in his Abilene speech, he quotes M.C. 
Kurfees as follows: 

We use the name [church of Christ) nowadays to 
mean only those Christians who believe and 
worship exactly as we do. We should not ex
clude other children of God who may make 
some mistakes in worshipping or working. 

Was Kurfees speaking about denominations? One cer
tainly might think so, given Banowsky's usage of his 
words. But here is what Kurfees actually said in 1920: 

In the present divided state of the church and 
under the influence of parlance growing out of a 
denominational environment, it is difficult to 
avoid being sectarian or denominational in our 
speech; and hence there is a growing tendency 
today to sectarianize even the term 'church of 
Christ.' This is invariably the case when it is 
used, as it frequently is nowadays, to mean 
merely those people of God who do not work 
through missionary societies and do not use in
strumental music in the worship, and to exclude 
other children of God who make the mistake of 
working and worshiping in the said ways. 

What have we here? Kurfees was speaking of mem
bers of the church who had gone into error. It is 
quite revealing to read what Banowsky said Kurfees 
said, then to read what Kurfees actually said. 

Banowsky next referred to E.W. McMillan, say
ing, he "constantly urged us not to exclude others." 
He quoted from a 1934 speech in which brother 
McMillan said, according to Banowsky: "Let us 
know that we, too, are susceptible to all of the errors 
religious thinkers have ever made." McMillan actu
ally said, "Let us know that we are susceptible to all 
the errors religious thinkers have made from the 
death of John the apostle to the close of theRefor
mation period." Of course, he is right; we are not in
fallible and therefore can fall into the same errors 

' that others have taught unless we heed the scrip-
tures. But where does this urge us "not to exclude 
others"? In the same speech, brother McMillan said, 
"Doctrinally, baptism. is a burial in water, without 
which no responsible alien has promise of pardon. " 
Was this exclusive of those who were not buried in 
water? McMillan also warned of the "ultra-liberal 
extreme" which "extends its arms beyond the limits 

November 1996 7 
Firm Foundation 



of truth and sacrifices eternal principles." Could he 
have described more accurately what Banowsky and 
others are attempting to promote within the church? 

5 . Of G.C. Brewer, Banowsky speaks in the 
highest terms. He was "the quintessential preacher's 
preacher" who could "quote virtually the entire 
New Testament from memory." He quotes several 
statements from Brewer in which he condemned a 
sectarian spirit within the church. It was a lifelong 
pursuit of brother Brewer to purge denominational 
concepts and sectarian attitudes from the thinking of 
members of the church. But let no one suppose that 
this weakened his resolve or diluted his devotion to 
the idea of undenominational Christianity. Brewer 
was no compromiser. He was committed to the res
toration plea. Regarding those in the church who in
troduced missionary societies and instrumental mu
sic, Brewer stated in his 1934 Abilene lecture: 

We unhesitatingiy charge that our brethren who 
call themselves Progressives have surrendered 
our plea, departed from our motto and brought 
reproach upon the cause of our Master. They 
have introduced things into the worship for 
which there is no Scriptural sanction and have 
formed organizations to usurp the functions of 
the church. 

He said to "use the instrument is a clear surrender of 
our plea; a departure; a digression." He charged that 
"the advocates of the instrument have resorted to ev
ery possible artifice and exhausted the whole cata
logue of fallacies in an effort to justify their course." 
After discussing the conventions, creeds, and human 
authorities of digression and denominationalism, 
Brewer concluded by saying that "as much as we de
plore division we are forced to work apart from all 
who will not abide within the doctrine of Christ." 
Now, that was Brewer! 

It comes as a surprise, therefore, at the end of 
Banowsky's Abilene speech, to hear him say: "I come 
tonight, in the spirit of G.C. Brewer, to affirm the 
Church of Christ." I knew G .C. Brewer; and, brother 
Banowsky, I can tell you, you are no G.C. Brewer. 

Summary and Conclusion 

It is disappointing to see the words of the pioneer 
preachers wrested from their context, misappropri
ated by modern thinkers, and twisted to teach things 
they never taught and never believed. That such 
could be accomplished from the platform at ACU is 
doubly disappointing. 

The men quoted by Banowsky at Abilene did not 
teach what he taught from the lectureship podium. 
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Some of them (e.g., Ernest Beam and E.W. 
McMillan) may have relaxed their convictions in 
later years, but even their speeches at Abilene do not 
support the Banowsky agenda. Far from teaching de
nominational recognition and fellowship, the pio
neer preachers called people to come out of denomi
nationalism and to be Christians only. They spoke of 
the sin of denominational division and sectarian 
names. No amount of gloss can make them say oth-
erwise. P.O. Box 263 

Henderson, 7N 38340 

(Editor's comment: We owe a debt of gratitude to 
brother Highers for his research and for his brilliant 
essay, which will set the record straight. The Ban
owsky misrepresentations in the Abilene Christian 
University lecture hall needed to be examined and 
corrected, and there is no more capable scholar to do 
this than the honorable Alan Highers. We take our 
hats off to him. It is, on the other hand, alarming that 
a great university would allow the Banowsky speech 
to be applauded and uncorrected. William E. Young 
must repudiate both the Banowsky and Henderson 
speeches at the 1996 ACU lectureship, or be hung 
with endorsing them -Dobbs.) FF 
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Brother Banowsky's Question: 

Who are these other sheep? 
By Wayne Jackson 

W illi:.1m B:.1nowsky is no stranger to the 
Lord's people. For years he was promi
nenrly associated with the Broadway con

greg:ltion in Lubbock, Texas. He is not educa
rion:~lly-h:mdicapped. He holds a Ph.D. degree, and 
he has served as the president of two major universi
ties, Pepperdine and the University of Oklahoma. He 
has been a successful business man. When, therefore, 
he speaks and/or writes, one may assume that he 
does nor do so flippantly; rather, he is capable of in
tellectual deliberation and precise communication. 

On February 21, 1996, brother Banowsky deliv
ered a speech at the Abilene Christian University lec
tureship. It was designated: "The Christ-Centered 
Church." When I heard it (via tape), and then read 
an adapted version, which subsequently appeared in 
the journal, Image (March/April 1996), I was re
minded of an illustration in the book of Jeremiah. 
Our brother's presentation was like a basket of very 
bad figs that could not be eaten Ger. 24:2-3). To bor
row the prophet's descriptive: It was "so bad." 

The major thrust of the speech was to vilify 
traditional congregations of the Lord's people for 
their contention that there is bur one spiritual body 
of Christ (the church), which consists world-wide of 
all believers who have genuinely obeyed the gospel 
of the Son of God; but that this body is not to be 
confused with modern denominationalism. Con
trariwise, our brother encouraged his enthusiastic 
ACU audience to fling the mantle of brotherhood 
over the sectarians, and to acknowledge them as al
lies in the Lord. Brother Banowsky averred that he 
would argue his case based upon references from the 
Bible; further, he would cite former Abilene lecture
ship speakers, to demonstrate . that his concept of in
terdenominational fellowship was not unique to 
him, or to this period of our history. 

In an article titled, "The Banowsky Speech at 
ACU," Alan E. Highers, having researched the lec
tureship "quotations" cited by Banowsky, has dra
matically demonstrated that our brother manipu
lated and distorted the statements of several of those 

pioneers, making them appear to say things that 
were wholly alien to their original purpose (see else
where in this issue). 

The intention of this discussion is to show that 
our Texas brother has also egregiously perverted the 
teaching of the New Testament in an effort to 
accommodate an ecumenical agenda. A single ex
ample will suffice to make the point. In attempting 
to support his case from the Scriptures, brother Ban
owsky combines several statements from the tenth 
chapter of the Gospel of John with his personal com
ments. 

We fear opening the door even a crack lest we 
have no place to stop. Let us start and stop with 
Christ! While we defend our door, he said: 

I am the door. If any man enter in by me he shall 
be saved. I am the good shepherd. I know mine 
own and mine own know me. And other sheep I 
have which are not of this fold. Them also must 
I bring. 

Who are these other sheep? Where is this other fold? 
In our fin itude, we must leave enough room for the 
magnitude and mystery of Christ. 

irst we must note that brother Banowsky, with 
a subtle technique that has become almost a 
trademark with change-agents in the church, 

merely raises the question: "Who are these other 
sheep?" However, a consideration of the preceding 
context leaves no doubt at all that he was alluding to 
denominationalists. He had just misappropriated a 
quotation from Earnest Beam (see Highers), who 
said in 1935: "Whether we like it or not, whoever 
accepts Christ as Lord and gives evidence he is anx
ious to obey him is your brother in Christ." 

Banowsky chastised preachers who use the ser
mon material of "hundreds of evangelicals" on the 
Lord's day, but then will not "embrace them" on 
Monday. He specifically cited Dr. James Dobson, a 
Nazarene family counselor, as one who has done so 
much to save our families, and yet we are "So diffi
dent to embrace him as brother." While brother 
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Banowsky attempted to moderate his comments just 
a bit, perhaps so as not to generate an outright upris
ing among conservatives who might have been in the 
lectureship audience, his design was perfectly trans
parent. 

An incredible thing about the matter is this: Why 
would the brother ask: "Who are these other 
sheep?" Is he so obtuse as to think that the Lord was 
prophetically speaking of modern sectarians? The 
truth is, Christ, in anticipation of the establishment 
of his kingdom, alluded to the fact that the "fold" 
(to use a cultural metaphor) would initially consist 
of Jews, since they would be offered the gospel first 
(cf. Rom. 1:16). Subsequently, however, "other 
sheep," i.e., Gentiles, would be invited in as well. Is 
there anyone in the entire world of respectable New 
Testament scholarship who does not understand 
this? I have personally examined more than twenty 
commentaries on the Gospel of John, deliberately 
avoiding any written by our brethren. I failed to find 
a solitary volume that did not recognize that the 
"other sheep" allusion is a reference to the conver
sion of the Gentiles. 

Now here is the distressing thing. Brother 
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Banowsky simply could not have been unaware of 
the meaning of John 10:16. He is not that unin
formed. He is literate, and he knows how to do re
search. His approach to this passage therefore had to 
be deliberate. He made a calculated decision to 
wrest the text from its historical setting, and give to 
it a twist that is foreign to anything remotely related 
to the original context. -

It is this sort of methodology, perhaps more than 
anything else, that reveals the utter unscrupulous 
desperation of some of our wayward brothers. They 
are not only adrift doctrinally, they are surrendering 
every ounce of personal credibility they ever pos
sessed. It is tragedy of indescribable magnitude! 
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Gathering Materials for the Sermon 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

Ingredients are important. To make biscuits you 
don't use corn meal and you don't use only 
flour. You measure and mix just the right 

amounts of flour, baking powder, baking soda, cream 
of tartar, sugar, salt, shortening, and buttermilk. Then 
you cut and cook them at the right temperature for 
the right amount of time. While they are cooking, you 
"stir" the butter and the sorghum. When the biscuits 
come out of the oven you sit down to feast. 

Regrettably, for sermon preparation there is no 
supermarket where you can go and get five pounds 
of illustrations, a box of points, and a can of organi
zation. How, then, does the preacher prepare a ser
mon that, when completed, his hearers may sit down 
to feast? Where does he gather the ingredients for 
his sermon? What should be in his pantry? When the 
demands are high and the time is short, how does he 
go about developing his sermon from "scratch" and 
avoid the temptation to use Bisquick rw or, worse yet, 
Hungry Jack. ™ Moreover, why should he? Can his 
audience really tell the difference? Do they even care 
as long as they get to the cafeteria on time? 

Good questions in this day of fast food restaurants 
and precooked cardboard hamburgers . There was a 
day when you could hear the meat sizzle and smell the 
tantalizing odor as it cooked. Today the only odor is 
the overwhelming reek of used grease as it spews from 
exhaust fans. The former whets the appetite; the latter 
dulls desire. Those who have tasted the former can 
never be satisfied by the latter. 

Since time is money, and fast food by definition 
takes less time, fast food restaurants are forgivable. 
Besides, those who frequent such establishments are 
there by choice. The only consequence of not going is 
lower cholesterol. Not so with worship. Worshippers 
worship at the behest of God. Though voluntary in 
the sense that God does not force attendance, more is 
at risk than clogged arteries if his invitation is refused. 
Those who worship deserve more from the pulpit 
than "canned" sermons and fricasseed cliches. 

The preacher who loves both his Lord and his 
hearers will not be satisfied with a "thrown together" 
sermon. He will take the time necessary to gather the 
finest of ingredients, and he will prepare them with 

love. In the manner of a fine chef, he will labor to 
make his presentation both pleasing and palatable. 
(While not everything tastes good, even castor oil can 
be mixed with orange juice. If a preacher gives the 
congregation too much castor oil, he makes things 
worse, not better. He should not be surprised that, 
when he gets in the pulpit, the congregation greets 
him as youngsters used to greet castor oil - with 
thumb and forefinger clamped firmly to the nose!) 

So how does the preacher gather sermon material 
and from whence does he gather it? First and fore
most, the primary source of material must alw·ays be 
the Bible. This does not mean that every point and 
sub-point must be followed by some passage, it does 
mean that the focus of every sermon is the application 
of God's authoritative will to thehearer. Thus, the 
Bible is the first source for gathering material. Fail
ure to ground the sermon in scripture results in a 
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skyscraper sermon - story after story with nothing 
in between. If the stories are good they will keep the 
hearer's attention, but they will not fill him with any 
sense of the eternal or make him long for the home 
of the soul. The study of the Bible should be regular 
and systematic. The preacher who opens his Bible to 
get a text so that his civic club speech can be called a 
sermon has no message from God. 

While the study of the Bible must never be ne
glected, neither can the preacher neglect the reading 
and study of books, newspapers, and magazines. The 
preacher's library should contain, among others, 
books of history, science, theology, commentaries, 
great literature (both prose and poetry), and discus
sion of current issues. Commentaries and other 
sources should include a variety of types - exegetical, 
hermeneutical, and devotional - to provide mate
rial both to understand and to apply the text. Ex
egetical and critical information without application 
tends to produce lectures, not sermons. 

In addition to reading widely on the text and on 
the issues chosen to develop the purpose of the ser
mon, the preacher should spend time thinking about 
his personal observations of life that can add meaning 
to his sermon. What is there in nature that is help
ful? What has he seen in the lives of the congrega
tion? What is going on in his city, state, nation, and 
world? The Master Teacher commonly began his ser
mons with personal observations: "Behold a sower 
went forth to sow"; "A certain man had two sons"; 
"Consider the lilies of the field." He who has eyes to 
see can often see a better sermon in a brook than he 
can in a book, unless that book is the Bible. 

Finally,·the preacher should search his files to see 
what he has gathered on the subject. (See "Finding Ser
mon Subjects," Firm Foundation, September, 1996 for 
a discussion of the preacher's files.) In this day of mar
velous filing mechanisms, there is no reason for the 
preacher not to have a rich supply of sermonic material 
at his fingertips. If he does not, it indicates that he has 
not yet mastered the skill of preserving the results of 
his study, observation, and meditation. Instead, he 
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treats his mind like a sieve- that which enters passes 
through and leaves nothing but perhaps a little residue. 

Preachers who reserve all material gathering for 
the week the sermon is finally prepared risk preach
ing only half-digested thoughts. The material passes 
over the lips of the preacher but not through his 
heart. He has not made it his own. Before a cook 
undertakes the preparation of a meal, she has the in
gredients on the counter. The greater the selection of 
ingredients the richer and more attractive she can 
make the meal. Preaching is no different. Before be
ginning final preparation of the sermon, · the 
preacher should have materials gathered and at 
hand. He will have a greater variety of illustrations 
and facts at his disposal to enrich his sermon. Some 
suggest that the preacher's job is not to preach, but 
to gather and proclaim truth. To do so effectively, he 
must be gathering constantly. He must be alway~ 
seeking truth for truth's sake and not for the sake of 
sermon preparation. When he does, his sermons will 
be richer and his hearers will be blessed. 
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Nudging the Church to Self-destruction 
By James 0. Baird 

I n my judgment, the basis of much tension in the 
church comes from two waves of thought 
which have washed over America. The one, 

more biblical and Christian, crashes headlong against 
the ideas of the Enlightenment, emerging principally 
from Europe's encounter with the Renaissance. These 
ideas were powerfully anti-Christian exalting the su
premacy of human reason and explaining all phenom
ena by natural law. Their influence has been stagger
ing. They are the source of today's secular culture, 
helping to put into place questions which are more 
philosophical than biblical and which challenge our 
Christian approach to the nature of life and its pur
pose. These questions which emerge from speculative 
thought, and which need to be answered, include the 
following: 

1. Is there reality? If so, how can we know it? 
2. Is there a Supreme Being who can act outside of 

nature? 
3. Can words accurately convey meaning? 
4. Is culture foreordained to be supreme or can it 

be effectively countered? 
5. Can a verbally inspired Word be accepted as 

authoritative and complete? 
Addressing these questions: 
1. Our senses of sight, hearing, taste, touch, and 

smell confirm there is reality. When our experiences 
are confi rmed by these senses reality is accepted. This 
is the basis of modern science. Touching fire does 
speak truthfully to man. 

2. The complexity, immensity, and dependability 
of the universe demand an explanation. Such a uni
verse mandates a God of tremendous power. If God 
has such power, he is able to reach beyond his estab
lished law and miracles become a possibility. 

3. Much theory of speech teach that words only 
reflect our experience and cannot convey meaning 
accurately. In spite of such theory, most of the under
standable communication between humans requires 
words, and on this basis our world functions finan
cially, academically, and personally. While God com
municates his power and grandeur through the physi
cal universe, his inspired words are necessary to con
vey his will to mankind. 

4. The New Testament consistently draws a line 

between the world and the church. The church is pre
sented as God's countering agent to the world's cul
ture. It is God's leaven, his element of change. 
Through the church the anti-Christian world can see 
the alternative of being molded by his Word. 

5. If we limit God's ability to provide an inspired, 
authoritative and complete Word, we turn away from 
the self-claims of the Bible and the way Jesus, the 
apostles, and prophets used it. 

Conceding unclear answers to these five questions 
is to concede the present array of criticisms about the 
church are true. This litany is familiar and includes 
the following: 

1. "Prooftexting is unacceptable." 
2. "The culture is forcing the church of Christ 

into existing as another denomination." 
3. "Believing verbal inspiration is presumptu

ous." 
4. "Opposing women as preachers and instru

ments of music in worship are hopelessly out of step 
with the times." 

5. "Command, example, and inference are unac
ceptable principles for explaining Scripture. The 
church of Christ is based on a poor hermeneutic." 

6. "The church severely lacks high-level scholar
ship. This lack explains many of its failures." 

7. "The New Testament does not provide a pattern 
and example for the church in any time and place." 

8. "Grace alone, not commandments, should re
ceive our approval. Demanding obedience distorts 
the gospel." 

To those critics calling for the abandonment of the 
New Testament church, please provide your propos
als for a better alternative. This I have not heard. 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

Let Your Light Shine in Samoa 
By Jimmie B. Hill 

S arnoa is two separate countries. There is West 
ern Samoa, an independent nation, and 
American Samoa, a territory of the United 

States (the only U.S. land possession in the southern 
hemisphere). The two countries are united however 
by a single description - lush, green, mountainous 
islands with balmy, tropical breezes and warm, 
friendly people. Located between Hawaii and Aus
tralia in the heart of the Oceania, Samoa is still one 
of the few places left in the world whose culture and 
tradition have survived the influence of the Western 
way of life. Pago Pago is the seat of government in 
-American Samoa and is the gateway to both Sarnoas. 
Western Samoa, whose capital is Apia, is less devel
oped but more picturesque than American Samoa. 
And although each country has a different historical 
background, the two are almost the same ethnically 
speaking. The people are Polynesians. 

The Lord's work in Samoa began somewhere in 
the early sixties. Such men as Don Thornton, Luaao 
Soli, and Ed Crookshank contributed much to the 
growth of the body of Christ in Samoa. Though the 
church is small in Samoa (there are currently five con
gregations with an estimated membership of 350) it 
continues to be evangelistic. Numerous well-at
tended gospel meetings are held each year . with 
speakers corning from the United States, Australia, 
and New Zealand to preach to the lost and edify the 
brethren. Bold, straight-to-the-point gospel radio 
programs are presented each day in the Samoan and 
English languages which result in numerous Bible 
study contacts. The Samoan brethren also utilize 
their local newspapers to teach the people of God's 
love, grace, and truth. In addition to these evangelis
tic endeavors, the All Samoa Workshop was imple
mented in 1987 and still gives the Samoan brethren 
strength and encouragement from the Word of the 
Lord to be faithful and to work for the Lord. 

The denominations are in Samoa. The oldest de
nomination in Samoa is the London Missionary Soci
ety which found its way to the islands in the 173 0s. 
The largest and most influential denomination in Sa
moa is the Latter Day Saints (Mormons). There is a 
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large Mormon temple in Apia. The 
Holy Roman Catholic Church, 
complete with its Samoan bishop, is 
also present in the islands. Also 
present are the Baptists, Methodists, 
Jehovah's Witnesses, Seventh Day 
Adventists, Pentecostals, and vari
ous other family-oriented denorni-

--~~ national groups. And many Sarno- Rod Rutherford 

ans still believe in the spirits, bush 
medicine, and Samoan folklore. 

Conversions are often difficult and many prob
lems must be overcome, therefore longsuffering and 
patience are a must. "I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth" (Phil. 4:13 ). In spite of 
the difficulties, the work is rewarding. 

The government is intertwined with the family 
system and, although Samoans enjoy freedom of reli
gion, this family system can cause problems. In this 
system a high chief is over a group of villages in a 
district, a chief is over a village which is made up of 
extended families, the extended family is ruled by a 
matai, and the parents are over the immediate fam
ily. Several problems can and do occur in preaching 
the gospel in such a system. For instance, if one of 
these in authority is baptized, he may order every
one else under his authority to be "baptized" and be
come a "member" of "his" new church. The other 
side of the coin is, one in authority may order those 
under him not to study the Bible with anyone. To go 
against one of these rulers may result in the loss of 
one's family, shelter, livelihood, and in many cases, 
one's honor. Converts know the cost of discipleship 
and generally remain faithful to the Lord. 

Let us pray for the brethren in Samoa. 
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Abortion 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I t is estimated that some 55 million abortions are 
performed throughout the world annually. 
Abortion became legal in the United States in 

the year 1973 with the Roe versus Wade court case. 
It is now estimated that between 1 and 2 million in
fants are innocent victims of abortion each year 
within our own country. 

America kills more human lives each year by 
abortion than she has lost in 200 years of wars all 
combined. During the VietNam war 58,665 Ameri
can soldiers died. But now this country's medical 
profession takes the lives of that many unborn chil
dren every 12 daysl 

Doubtless, most Christians are opposed to abor
tion. However, there are some among us that may 
have been influenced by conservative politicians to 
allow abortion in certain cases. For example, let us 
suppose that a woman conceives a child as a result of 
rape or incest. I read recently in a local newspaper 
where a 19-year-old comatose patient in a nursing 
home was raped by one of the male nurses. She con
ceived as a result. 

What should be our convictions in such cases? If 
such a traumatic situation arose in our own lives or 
to one of our family members what should we do? Is 
abortion, the taking of an innocent human life, per
missible in God's sight on such occasions? Unques
tionably, this is difficult to answer. However, brother 
Wayne Jackson, in his book Biblical Ethics & Mo
dem Science, adc;lresses this very point. He writes as 
follows: 

But what of the ethics of terminating the life of 
the child who was conceived as the result of 
rape or incest? Some who opposed abortion as a 
general rule nonetheless would allow it in cases 
such as these. The issue, however, is not how the 
pregnancy was initiated. Rape and incest are 
horrible - there is no question about that. The 
real issue has to do with whether we are dealing 
with a person within the womb. If so - and we 
absolutely affirm this to be the case - the.n the 
infant's right to life must be respected. Would 
anyone argue that it is moral to kill a newborn 
child simply because it was conceived through 
rape or incest? If not, why not? The baby was 

not responsible for the manner of its concep
tion. Two wrongs do not make a right! (p. 14 ). 

I sincerely believe that brother Jackson is right 
on target. One simply does not have the right to take 
the life of an innocent human being no matter what 
the circumstances may have been that led to .the con
ception. In regard to the comatose woman who was 
raped that I mentioned above, she eventually gave 
birth to a healthy child. The grandparents will rear 
the child, hopefully in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. If so, a terrible situation is turned into a 
good one whereby God is glorified with a human 
life. 

What about the mother's life when endangered 
during a pregnancy? Is it morally justifiable to take 
the life of the child to save the life of the mother? 
Thanks to the advances of modern medicine it is sel
dom necessary to abort a child in order to save the 
mother's life. However, such occasions do arise, 
such as in the case of tubal pregnancies. What should 
be the convictions of a Christian is such cases? Fol
lowing is a paragraph from brother Wayne Jackson's 
book, Biblical Ethics & Modem Science, wherein he 
addresses this very question: 

Occasionally (though rarely), a circumstance 
will arise where a continued. pregnancy would 
result in the death of the mother, or the child -
possibly even both. In such a case, a decision has 
to be made as to which life will be saved. If an 
abortion is performed, this is not comparable to 
arbitrarily taking the life of a healthy child from 
a healthy mother for convenience sake. If one 
happens upon two persons who are struggling in 
the water beside a capsized boat, and he can res
cue only one of them, does the fact that he 
chooses one, in deference to the other, mean 
that he has murdered the victim who drowns? 
The answer is too obvious to need comment. We 
might mention, however, that Dr. C. Everett 
Koop, former surgeon General, once said that in 
some 35 years of medical practice, he had never 
encountered a case where an ~bortion was nec
essary to save the mother's life (pp. 14-15). 

One might also argue that this medical proce
dure to save a human life is not an "abortion" in the 
general sense of the term. While abortion is defined 
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as a procedure which involves the premature expul
sion of the fetus with the intent of bringing about its 
death" (Encyclopedia of Biblical & Christian Ethics, 
p. 3 ), induced abortion is generally an arbitrary act 
to take the innocent life of a human being irrespec
tive of the mother's health. It is an act of destroying, 
not saving, human life. Thus, an unavoidable medi
cal precaution to save a mother's life is not an "abor
tion" in the general sense of the term. 

Apologist Norman Geisler, in his book Christian 
Ethics: Options And Issues, points out that the 
mother's body will often naturally abort the child 
when difficulties arise and threaten the life of the 
mother. He further argues that it is morally justifiable 
to take every medical precaution to save the mother's 
life when endangered. First, the intention is never to 

murder the human life of the child, but to save the 
life of the mother. Second, when situations like this 
arise, it is a life-for-a-life issue, and not an "abor
tion-on-demand" situation which characterizes the 
majority of abortions practiced in modern times (p. 
152). 

Admittedly, answers to questions like we are 
now posing are difficult to come by. Everyone may 
not agree with the answers given. What we must do 
as the people of God is to act in harmony with our 
individual conscience as we are directed by the prin
ciples of God's inspired truth. May God generously 
bless us with wisdom from above in knowing his 
will when seeking to please him in all that we do. 
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The Humanity of Christ 
By Hugo McCord 

H: eart-stirring and motivating is a meditation 
. on "The Humanity of Christ." Though 

Jesus truly was and is the Son of God, more 
meaningful to the loving heart of the Carpenter 
from Nazareth was the phrase "The Son of man." 

He approved of Peter's declaration that he was 
"the Son of the living God" (Matt. 16: 16), but the 
words he most used about himself were not "the Son 
of God" (5 times: Matt. 26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 
22:70; John 10:36; 11:4; 1 Tim. 6:13). His favorite 
description of himself was "the Son of man" (82 
times, beginning in John 1:51). 

Only by his becoming "the Son of man" is he 
able "to sympathize with our weaknesses" (Heb. 
4: 15). Only by his becoming "the Son of man," hav
ing "suffered, being tempted," is "he able to help 
those who are being tempted" (Heb. 2:18). 

With hardly an exception, both believers and un
believers unite in paeans of praise and in warm ad
miration for "the Son of man." Keeping youthful de
sires under control, Jesus as a lad was religious. 
Though he knew that he was t~e Son of God, he sub
jected himself as a youth to his earthly parents. 
Though he knew that he would be a preacher, yet he 
learned hard, physical work. Though not a husband, 
yet he respected wives and mothers. Though not a 
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father, yet he loved little children. 
Authoritative, yet he was meek and lowly.· Un

schooled, yet he was the Master teacher. Tired and 
hungry, yet consumed with soul-winning, he forgot 
his own needs. Obsessed for justice, he refused to 
embarrass a sinful penitent and instead he rebuked 
her persecutors. 

Free from race prejudice, he was a friend to the 
hated Samaritans. Free from the love of money, own-· 
ing not a pillow, he was content to be rich in good 
works. Free from worldly ambition, he rejected at
tempts to make him an earthly king. Free from self
ishness, he worked early and late, going about doing 
good. Free from self-righteousness, he was a friend 
of sinners. 

Having respect for things sacred, he forcibly re
moved commerci~sm and thievery from the temple. 
Detesting hypocrisy, he exposed self-righteousness 
among his contemporary religionists. An acid tongue 
he had for duplicity, but toward penitence, he was 
gentle and easy to approach. Loving the unfortu
nate, even at the expense of popularity, he helped 
those in need. 

Moved with compassion, he fed multitudes of 
hungry people. Grieved at death, and weeping, he 
comforted the brokenhearted. Born in a stable to '· · · 
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humble parents, never did he get above his station. 
He washed feet, and plain people in his company 
were comfortable. He had no quirks, no one-sided 
views on any subject. 

Devout exceedingly, yet he was no ascetic. His 
overall perspective was other-worldly, yet he con
centrated on his work in this world. He was a bal
anced, whole person. Perfectly he was able to com
bine piety and philanthropy. 

Never hesitant, never making a mistake, he was in 
charge of every situation. Completely self-possessed, 
yet free of self-sufficiency, he obtained strength to 
help in time of need through daily private devo
tionals with his Father. Making the Father's will his 
will, unveeringly he denied himself to bless human
ity. Loving his enemies, free from resentment, he 
excused his murderers and prayed for their forgive
ness. 

Loving his neighbor more than himself, he won 
the benediction of his Father and the gratitude of 
sinners. If Jesus had not claimed deity, his character 
as a human being, as a "son of man," would have 
claimed it for him. No mere human has approached 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of the Man 
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of Galilee. Eye-witnesses said that they looked upon 
his glory, the glory as of the only one of his nature, 
full of grace and truth. If he was not divine, his hu
manity remains forever inexplicable. I do not know 
who wrote the next four paragraphs: 

Here is a man who was born in an obscure vil
lage, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up 
in another village, and that a despised one. He 
worked in a carpenter shop until he was 30, and 
for three years, he was an itinerant preacher. He 
never held an office, he never owned a house. 
He never wrote a book, he never went to col
lege. He never put his foot inside a big city. He 
never traveled 200 miles from the place where 
he was born. He had no credentials but himself. 

While he was a young man, the tide of public 
opinion turned against him. His friends ran 
away. One of them betrayed him. He was turned 
over to his enemies. He went through the mock
ery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross between 
two thieves. While he was dying, his execution
ers gambled for the only piece of property he 
had on earth, and that was a seamless robe. 
When he was dead, he was laid in a private 
grave through the pity of a friend. 

Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone, 
and today he is the masterpiece of the human 
race and the leader of all progress. 

I am far within the mark when I say that all 
the armies that ever marched, and all the navies 
that were ever built, and all the parliaments that 
ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put 
together, have not affected the life of man upon 
this earth as that One Solitary Life. 

Bill Tyner wrote these words: 
Some folks may ask me, some folks may say, 
'Who is this Jesus you talk about ev' ry day?' 
He is my Savior. He set me free. 

Now listen while I tell you what he means to me. 
He is my ev'rything. He is my all. 
He is my everything, both great and small. 
He gave his life for me, made ev'rything new. 
He is my everything. Now how about you? 

Bill Tyner said that Jesus is my all. Paul wrote 
that Christ is all and in all. (Col. 3 : 11), causing 
someone to write that in: 

Anthropology, he is the God-Man. 
Archaeology, he is the Chief Cornerstone. 
Astronomy, he is the Bright and Morning Sear. 
Botany, he is the Rose of Sharon and the 

Lily-of-the-Valley. 
Biology, he is Creator o.f all things. 
Chemistry, he is the Life-giving Blood. 
Morality, he is the Sinless and Perfect One. 
Theology, he is the Risen and Living Savior. 

(Supplied by jim Vice) 
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Charles Ross Weede wrote The Perfect Example.: 

jesus and Alexander died at thirty-three, 
One lived and died for self; one died for you 

and me. 
The Greek died on~ th~one; the Jew died on a 

cross; 
One's life a triumph seemed; the other but a 

loss. 
One led vast armies forth; the other walked 

alone; 
One shed a whole world's blood; the other gave 

His own. 
One won the world in life and lost it all in 

death; 
The other lost His life to win the whole world's 

faith. 
Jesus and Alexander died at thirty-three, 
One died in Babylon; and one on Calvary. 
One gained all for self; and one Himself he 

gave. 

One conquered every throne; the other every 
grave. 

The one made himself God; the God made Him
self less; 

The one lived but to blast, the other but to bless. 
When died the Greek, forever fell his throne of 

swords; 
But jesus died to live forever Lord of lords. 
jesus and Alexander died at thirty-three, 
The Greek made all men slaves; the jew made 

all men free. 
One built a throne on blood; the other on love, 
The one was born of earth; the other from 

above; 
One won all this earth, to lose all earth and 

heaven; 
The other gave up all, that all to Him be given. 
The Greek forever died; the Jew forever lives. 
He loses all who gets, and wins all things who 

gives. 1271S SE Main 
Portland, OR 97233 
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Golden Calf Syndrome 
By J. E. Choate 

As Solomon neared the end of his life, he be 
·came aware that he had a son wearing a 
"foolscap" destined to sit on David's throne. 

He viewed with growing alarm a brilliant young 
man, 1ereboam, in his court who had all the kingly 
qualities lacking in his irrational son. Solomon 
feared that 1ereboam posed a mortal and growing 
threat to his son. 1ereboam sensing that he was fac
ing imminent danger fled to Egypt for sanctuary in 
Pharoah's court. 

Jereboam returned to Israel after Solomon's 
death apparently without intent to wrest the king
dom from the arrogant and irresponsible Rehoboam. 
However, he accepted the request of the elders of 
the northern tribes to become their king. 

The wise and ambitious advisors ·of 1ereboam 
knew the hearts of the people lay in 1 erusalem. 
1ereboam took counsel from these calculating men 
in their plot to seize the ten tribes of Israel. They 
could not have hoped for a more compliant foil in 
their scheme than the arrogant Rehoboam and his . 
court cronies. 

The shrewd and calculating elders of Israel ad
vised 1ereboam to set up two golden calves in Israel 
placing one in Dan and the other in Bethel. The 
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people were told, "These are your gods which 
brought you up from Egypt," and it would be easier 
to worship their god Baal in Israel than to endure 
the rigors of long journeys back to 1 erusalem. 

An Obvious Comparison 

The conservative churches of Christ today are facing 
a similar dark crisis .. The churches are already infil
trated by a growing number of "change agents" who 
will stop at nothing short of a sweep of church take
overs. The Northern Kingdom was lost in a day to 
David's house, but centuries passed before the "ten 
tribes" of Israel disappeared into the dusty bins of 
history. 

A new generation of liberal "Church of Christ" 
leaders are now on the scene working havoc. rhey 
calculate to cover up and sanctify with pious rheto
ric their introduction of liberal postmodern theology 
into the churches. This is being . accomplished 
through a generational passage of the power and in
fluence from the old to the young. 

The mantle of such pious brethren who preached 
the gospel in another time and place with ~uch 
sweetness and light, and in such a positive manner, 
and who were never negative, and who never called 

; ...,, 
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names, is now worn by their clever successors. This 
new generation of liberal radicals obviously hold the 
conservative churches of Christ in contempt. 

We choose to single out one of the most influential 
and liberal leaders in churches of Christ today in this 
connection. He is Harold Hazelip. He has had a major 
influence in putting in place and endorsing much of 
the ground work for "change agents" to infiltrate and 
seize control of unsuspecting churches. He is uniquely 
enabled to do so with the power and prestige of the 
presidency of David Lipscomb University. 

Dr. Hazelip, at an earlier time, championed the 
cause of our "anti-institutional" brethren. Why he 
abandoned the "anti" position could be explained by 
the likes of Leroy Garrett and Bill Humble who fol
lowed a similar course. They chose the path of liber
alism, and why they did so may not be such an 
enigma. There were few plums on the branches for 
brethren of their persuasion and ambition. (An inter
esting note is that perhaps Dr. Hazelip's last appoint
ment of a DLU Bible faculty, Brandon Freedonburg, 
comes out of this "anti" background.) 

Dr. Hazelip was welcomed ten years ago to Lip
scomb by faculty and alumni because it was hoped 
that he would continue to implement the time-hon
ored traditions of the school David Lipscomb 
founded. Willard Collins had served a brief tenure as 
DLC president. Brother Collins restored in a short 
time confidence and personal integrity to David Lip
scomb College. 

Dr. Hazelip served for a number of years as the 
Dean of the Harding Graduate School. He assumed 
the mantle of academic scholarship on the single ba
sis of an earned Ph. D. from the University of Iowa. 
However, there are no scholarly publications and 
additional documentations to support this highly 
touted reputation. 

We keep in mind that an educational institution 
is granted the privilege to operate under a state char
ter with clearly stipulated principles and conditions. 
No educational institution operated by members of 
the churches of Christ has a clearer mandated char
ter than the Nashville Bible School which was drawn 
up in the personal handwriting of David Lipscomb. 

The constitutional guarantee of religious free
dom to express personal views and opinions cannot 
be abridged. A college operating under a state 
granted charter fits in another category. This is a 
public trust. The bottom line is that the actions of 
the trustees can be lawfully questioned in a court of 
law by informed, concerned, and responsible citi-

zens who are tax payers. 
.The one great lesson beginning with Harvard 

University shows that schools with a religious origin 
will ultimately follow the sources of money and stu
dents. Today less than 20 percent of the student 
body of Bethany College is made up of students 
from churches of Christ, Christian Church, and Dis
ciples of Christ combined. The great majority of the 
student body is Catholic determined by the demo
graphics of the region. (A choice of draft beer is on 
tap in the student center.) 

President Harold H azelip proved beyond rea
sonable doubt his intentions to abandon the tradi
tions and the principles of the charter formulated by 
David Lipscomb. The fact that he had made a 180 
degree turn away from his previous enchantment 
with the "cultic antis" shows his ready willingness to 
break away from one position and to adopt another. 
That he and Rubel Shelly have now become true 
yokefellows finds a common denominator in the fact 
that both share in a similar detestation for the con
servative churches of Christ. 

The most extreme positions of postmodern the
ology are obviously understood by Dr. Hazelip. DLU 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

Invites you 

to the 

Southwest Alumni and Supporters 
Luncheon 

Tuesday • November 12, 1996 
12:00 noon 

at the 

15th Annual Denton Lectures 

-Robe.rt R. Taylor Jr.
Guest Speaker 

doseph D. Meador, Director 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin. Texas 78748 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 

November 1996 19 
Firm Foundation 



Bible scholars tell you down front that they accept 
positions of postmodern theology. This is amply 
documented by the articles and books published by 
our scholarly brethren in DLU and sister institu
tions. Counter exposes of their views appear on a 
regular basis in Firm Foundation and numerous 
other church publications. 

There is a catalogued list of decisions and actions 
made over the past ten years by the DLU administra
tion which puts into clear focus the present course of 
DLU. One of the very first things that the incumbent 
president did was to set in motion changes which 
only the DLU board of directors should address. 

The first proposal was to water down the pri
mary worded objectives of the Nashville Bible 
School as phrased in the charter. The submitted pro
posal could be easily adopted by any institution with 
the most vague Christian connections. And tied in 
with this proposal was a move to change daily Bible 
teaching to three days weekly with two chapels thus 
meeting the legal requirement for daily Bible classes. 
Both proposals were formally rejected by the DLU 
board. · 

Even though advised against it by DLU faculty, 
the president took the lead in granting the elders of 
the Woodmont Hills "Family of God" the privilege 
of using the Willard Collins Auditorium on the DLU 
campus for the Sunday meeting place of worship. 
Dr. Hazelip continues to promote this brother with a 
1000 theological faces. This is further evidenced by 
the fact that Dr. Hazelip is a guest speaker in the 
Woodmont Hills pulpit, and Rubel Shelly is invited 
to speak in DLU chapels. 
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Over a ten year period, President Hazelip has 
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loaded the DLU Bible faculty with theologians who 
endorse the principles of postmodern theology, and 
the practices of the cultic charismatic churches iden
tified with the Vineyard Movement, the Kansas City 
Prophets, the "Third Wave" Pentecostal movement. 

The present direction of DLU could take a dra
matic turn to correct the current direction of the 
school, if the board of directors choose to will it so 
with their choice of the next president. Whoever he 
may be, he will be saddled with an ultra liberal Bible 
faculty who are persuaded that they can continue to 
operate as usual with impunity. 

A dedicated and committed president who is re
solved to honor the ideals and tradition of the school 
could issue a directive to the DLU Bible faculty that 
the principles of the school charter applies to them, 
and will be respected. 

A Promise That Will Be Kept 
The DLU school year for 1996 and 1997 \Vill be 
highlighted in the search for the next DLU president. 
An historian's credibility depends solely on the 
truthfulness and accuracy of documentation. My pri
mary objective is to set down facts in order of their 
occurrence for future church historians to tell the 
whole story. 

I personally challenge no one. Prove me wrong, 
and I will correct. 3714% Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 37215 
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Calvinism's False Premise 
By Jerry C. Brewer 

'

he fundamental error of Calvinism is inherent 
depravity. Proceeding from that premise is 
Calvin's second error of irresistible grace. If 

all men are "conceived in sin ... indisposed to all sav
ing good, prepense to evil ... and the slaves of sin," 
then it naturally follows that "without the regenerat
ing grace of the H oly Spirit they neither are able nor 
willing to return to God." 

As irresistible grace proceeds from inherent de
pravity, so the doctrine of perseverance proceeds 
from irresistible grace. Having been elected and 
saved by the mere grace of God, through the Holy 
Spirit,.the elect are then secure in their salvation be
cause "God ... does not wholly take away his Holy 
Spirit from his own, even in lamentable falls." Those 
three doctrines must stand or fall together and 
whether preached by the Baptists, the Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Pentecostals, or our own brethren, 
they are false to the core. 

Calvin's doctrine of inherent depravity and elec
tion strips man of his free-will and makes him a mere 
machine in the hands of a ruthless God. If we inherit 
sin from Adam, then God is the source of it, for 
Adam was the son of God (Luke 3:38). One Calvinis
tic proof-text is David's statement in Psalms 5 1:5: 
"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me." 

There is a difference in being born in sin and in \ 
being born with sin. Iniquity existed in the world 
when David was shapen and the sin existed when he 
was conceived, but this does not mean he was a sin
ner at birth. Astonished that unlearned Galileans 
could speak their native languages, the crowd on 
Pentecost asked, "How hear we every man in our 
own tongue wherein we were born?" (Acts 2:7-8). 
While they were born in those tongues, the multitude 
wasn't born speaking those tongues. They learned 
them after they were born. They simply meant they 
were born into environments in which those tongues 
existed and were spoken. The same principle applies 
to David's words. He wasn't born with sin. He was 
conceived and born in and into a world polluted by 
sm. 

Contrasting our Heavenly Father with our fleshly 

fathers, the H ebrew writer says God is the "father 
of spirits" (Heb. 12:9). If one is born inherently de
praved that means God is the Father of a depraved 
spirit. Writing of our earthly demise, Solomon says 
the body returns to the earth from whence it came, 
while the "spirit shall return unto God who gave it" 
(Eccl. 12:7). If we are born sinners, then God gives 
and is the father of a depraved spirit. Seeking an ex
ample of simplistic purity and innocence for his fol
lowers to emulate, Jesus chose a little child. "Except 
ye be converted and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 
18:3). If depravity is inherent at birth, then we must 
become depraved to enter the kingdom. 
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Sin isn't inherited. It is acquired. That truth is 
taught throughout the Bible. Man isn't born astray. 
He goes astray of his own will. "The wicked are es
tranged from the womb; they go astray as soon as 
they be born, speaking lies" (Psalms 58:3). Our es
trangement from God is after we are born and the 
means is by speaking lies. "They are all gone out of 
the way, they are together become unprofitable" 
(Rom. 3: 12). We aren't born unprofitable. We be
come unprofitable and Ezekiel says sin is not passed 
from generation to generation. 

The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall 
the .father bear the iniquity of the son: the righ
teousness of the righteous shall be upon him, 
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 
him (Eze. 18:20).· 

We acquire sin when we come to the age of ac
countability. 

Illustrating the absurdity of Calvinistic argu
ments for inherent depravity, Foy E. Wallace Jr., says 
the doctrine carries its own seeds of destruction. 

The dictum of this doctrine, which results in its 
self-destruction, is that acquired characteristics 
cannot be transmitted to the offspring, and that 
is the reason, they say, that the righteousness of 
the parents cannot be transmitted to their chil
dren .... This principle must work both ways, 
and utterly destroys the theory of inherited de
pravity. Here is why. Whatever depravity or sin
fulness Adam and Eve had was an acquired char
acteristic. If that is not true, then their sinfulness 
would have been inherited, which would mean 
that Adam and Eve inherited sin from God! 
Therefore, there was no depravity, and no sin
fulness in Adam and Eve until they acquired that 
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characteristic by disobedience. But since ac
quired characteristics of parents cannot be trans
mitted to their children, Adam and Eve did not, 
could not, transmit their depravity to their pos
terity (Bulwarks of The Faith, p. 377). 

With no basis in God's revealed truth, the doc
trine of inherent depravity is the premise from 
which irresistible grace and perseverance are de
rived. As a false premise, the conclusions drawn 
therefrom are also false. Augustine borrowed it from 
heathen philosophy. It passed from century to cen
tury until John Calvin plagiarized it for the Protes
tant world. As the fundamental error of both Catho
lics and Protestants, it is a perversion of Bible truth 
and the corrupt foundation upon which Calvinism 
teeters. Those who believe it are wrong and those 
who preach and practice it are wrong. From its false 
premise to its consequential error, Calvinism consti~ 
tutes something other than the gospel and incurs the 
wrath of God. (Gal. 1:6-9). 618 Santa F4 Dr. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women- Irene C. Taylor, editor 

The Powerful Influence of a Woman 
By Mary Lois Forrester 

Woman is vividly portrayed fr.om Genesis to 
Revelation as man's helper in the home and 
the church. In the beginning woman's in

fluence can be seen when Satan used his craftiness to 
beguile Eve. ''And when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise she 

' 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also 
unto her husband with her and he did eat"(Gen. 3:6). 

Eve not only yielded to the tempter and ate of the 
fruit of the tree, but also gave of it to her husband. 
Adam ate and transgressed God's law, demonstrating 
the tremendous influence of the woman over the man. 

They brought upon themselves and generations to 
follow the penalty of physical death, demonstrating the 
dire consequence of sin. "Nevertheless death reigned 
from Adam to Moses, ... over them that had not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the 
figure of him that was to come" (Rom. 5:14 ). 

The woman was first to transgress God's law and 
the first to receive God's curse, "I will greatly multiply 
thy pain and thy conception: in pain thou shalt bring 
forth children: and thy desire shall be to thy husband 
and he shall rule over thee" (Gen. 3:17-1 8). 

The most rewarding thing is that through woman 
came man's condemnation, yet through woman came 
also man's salvation! Jesus was born of a woman. 

Let's face it, a woman's influence is perhaps no 
more important than a man's influence, but it is differ
ent. It has been said that women scar hearts and souls. 
God gave woman the power to influence, but wanted 
it to be an influence for good. 

Women have specific work to do in the church, 
and in the home. In Titus 2: 3-5, we learn that aged 
women are to be teachers of good things, teach the 
young women to love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, 
kind, obedient to their own husbands, that the Word 
of God be not blasphemed. Our responsibilities are 
great. Are we accepting our responsibilities? 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 

things are lovely, whatsoever things mJIIPl!!::il 
are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things. Those things, 
which ye have both learned, and re
ceived, and heard, and seen in me 
do; and the God of peace shall be 
with you (Phil. 4 :8-9). 

Women have an outstanding 
record with respect to Christ and his gospel. 

It has been well said that Lydia's home was the 
cradle of the church in Philippi. Lydia was a talented 
woman and after she was converted used her talents 
to the glory of God. Lydia will ever stand among the 
great women of the Bible. She encouraged those who 
taught the gospel of Jesus Christ through Europe. 

Dorcas is an example of the good women can 
do. The Scripture says in Acts 9:36, "Now there was 
at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by 
interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full 
of good works and alms deeds which she did." 

There are many more examples in God's Word of 
the powerful influence of women for good and evil. 
Let us strive to be the example for our friends and 
loved ones, so that when we have finished our life on 
earth, we will receive the crown of life. 
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Kennelh Franklin 

Terry Highlower 

Guy Dickinson 

Jimmy Clark 

Ulysses Richardson 

Winfred Clark 

~~~ 
Guy Dickinson Greg Harmon T . Hightower 

Roy Dicks Kennelh Franklin 

Jackie Stearsman, 
Lectureship Director 

(8 13) 683-4043 

U. Richardson 

Brian Kenyon Joseph Meador 

I 
Joseph Womdle 

~ 
Wm. Woodson 

1{5] 
~ 

Wendell Winkler 

~ 
Dnn Who:el:r 

Florida School Of Preaching- 1807 South Florida Avenue- Lakeland, Florida 33803 
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copies of "If The Foundation Be Destroyed, WhaJ Can The Righteous Do?" (1997) $14.75 
•••Prepublica tion price of the 1997 Lectureship book- $13.00 plus $1.75 S&H • good until Jan. 1, 1997••• 

copies of "You Have Heard It Said ... But The Bible Says" (1996) $15.75 
copies of "Good News ThaJ Troubles The World" (1995) $ 13.75 
copies o f "The Doctrine Of Christ" Call 

800
_
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_

9780 
(19g4) $13.75 

Credit Cards Will Be Accepted - TOTAL 

November 1996 
Firm Foundation 



Potpourri .•. 
We need all the encouragement we can get 

... "I appreciate your good work in the 
Firm Foundation. . .. Because of failing 

eyesight I will have to cancel my subscription. I have 
enjoyed the Firm Foundation for years and years -I 
will miss it .. .. Thank you brethren for the sound 
doctrine which the paper proclaims .... God bless 
you as you live for him is my prayer .... Don't falter, 
don't ease off." Each month a large number of 
people write to say you're looking good and doing 
great. That helps us and we appreciate the reassur
ance. We again appeal to each of you to help us in
crease our subscription base. The number of readers 
is growing at a slow but steady pace, but to keep the 
growth on an upward plane we must have your con
tinued interest and support. Keep the subscriptions 
coming ... please. 

<9lWillard Collins, president emeritus of David 
Lipscomb University, wrote: "I am glad that I have 
access to the paper [Firm Foundation]. I consider we 
are in a big battle against Satan. There are more 
people seeking to make the church just another de
nomination than at any time in my life. The battle is 
quite strong in this area and we are busy." 

!~}Benjamin E. Ogbeifun, P.O. Box 798, Ekpoma, 
Edo State, Nigeria W/A, wrote: "My sincere greet
ings in Christ name. It is a delight for me to write 
and appreciate for your kind gesture in sending me 
the monthly 'Firm Foundation.' free of charge since 
some years now. False brethren are not only in the 
U.S.A., but they are also very much doing their thing 
here, and causing division among brethren. Do not 
slow down or stop defending the faith. We are suf
fering untold hardship in my country due to eco
nomic and political unrest. Remember in prayers al
ways." 

News Releases 

<9l0klahoma Christian University has appointed 
Dr. Jeanine Varner vice president for academic af
fairs. Bailey McBride, who formerly held the posi
tion, has been named editor of the Christian 
Chronicle to replace Howard Norton, who has gone 
to Harding University. 

!~i Faulkner University reports that participants 

called the Elders & Wives retreat, held July 14-17, a 
big success . 

fi11Truth for the World reports that Ed Crooks
hank, Rod Rutherford, and several others conducted 
a three-week evangelistic campaign in Zambia. Eigh
teen were baptized and 67 restored. 

!Sl There was an appreciation day celebration 
(Sept. 7) for Lewis Mikell, a faithful gospel preacher 
of more than 50 years, at the Chapel Hill Church of 
Christ, Gallipolis, Ohio. 

Legislation Pending 
@Rep. David Funderburk refused to attend his 

subcommittee's hearing on HR 1863 -the so-called 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act - because the 
witnesses were all pro-gay rights. The act would add 
sexual orientation to the list of protected categories in 
federal civil rights law, which now includes race, reli
gion, sex, national origin, age and disability (Human 
Events, July 26, 1996). Robert Knight of Family Re
search Council says that ENDA "paves the way for 
quotas based on sexual preference" and "guarantees 
an onslaught of litigation." What's more, says Knight, 
the act "defines 'sexual orientation' so broadly that all 
sexual proclivities, from pedophilia to bisexuality, are 
given special protection." 

Enlightenment 
®Earl Davis sent a copy of the July 12, 1996, 

Religion Section of the Chicago Tribune where it is 
reported that some young people are turning to Zen 
Buddhism searching for "some level of meaning." 
We suggest they give the Bible a try- it is tested and 
proven. It tells us who we are, where we are, and 
whether we go. What more could you want? 

Person or Fetus? 
WThe South Carolina Supreme Court in a 3-to-2 

decision ruled that previous court rulings and state 
law make clear that a healthy fetus is a person and 
that if the mother takes drugs that could harm it, she 
can be prosecuted for child abuse. Since 1984, state 
prosecutors have been able to charge people who in
jure or kill a woman's viable fetus, and for 26 years 
families have been allowed to sue if a fetus is hurt or 
killed. State Atty. Gen. Charlie Condon called the 
new ruling "a landmark decision for protecting chil-
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dren" (Human Events, July 26, 1996). You might 
look again at Exodus 21:22. 

Some Ouotes 
OThe popular media have somehow convinced 

our society that "positive" and "negative" mean 
"good" and "bad" (David Becker). 

0 Some things are good and others are bad. 
Some actions are right and others are wrong. Some 
things are indescribably beautiful and others are un
speakable ugly. Some human behavior is obedient to 
God's order of things and other behavior is rebel
lious Qoel Belz). 

Oit's not that I'm afraid to die. I just don't want 
to be there when it happens (Woody Allen). 

0 It's the equivalent of herding squirrels (Alfred 
Blumstein, a criminologist at Carnegie Mellon Uni
versity, speaking of organizing a team of social scien
tists). 

OSincerity: if you can fake it, you've got it made 
(Daniel Schorr) 

OWhat is earnest is not always true; on the con
trary, error is often more earnest than truth (Ben
jamin Disraeli). 

News from all lronts 
GThe liberal Unitarian Universalist Association 

on June 25 endorsed legalization of marriage "be
tween any two committed persons" regardless of sex. 

&>About 200 homosexual-rights supporters 
marched recently in front of Coral Ridge Presbyte
rian Church to oppose D. James Kennedy, an out
spoken critic of homosexuality. 

0 The general assembly of the Orthodox Presby
terian Church voted in June to suspend ties with the 
Christian Reformed Church because of the CRC's 
1995 vote to allow regional classes to ordain 
women. The OPC urg~d the CRC to "repent" and 
said "the ordination and/or installation of women to 
the office of elder, minister, or evangelist is contrary 
to the Scriptures." 

GThe Disciples of Christ appointed a new .mis
sion agency, Common Global Ministries Board, and 
it has joined with the ultra-liberal United Church of 
Christ to ask the World Council of Churches not to 
hold its 1998 global assembly in Zimbabwe. The 
board criticized the Zimbabwe President Robert 
Mugabe for making "several public attacks on Zim
babwean gays and lesbians." 

$Madalyn Murray O'Hair left her Austin, 
Texas, home nine months ago ostensibly to go to 
New York to picket the pope's appearance there, but 
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never arrived in New York. She has not been heard 
from since. 

GA Bible-quoting contest in Alabama ended 
badly when the loser shot and killed the winner. Na
tional Review (Aug. 12, 1996) commented, "We had 
not known there were so many deconstructionists in 
Alabama." 

OThe television program 20/20 reported that 
the Federal Government, acting under The Ameri
cans with Disabilities Act, required a Los Angeles 
strip club to build a ramp because "someone in a 
wheelchair might want to become a stripper." 

OCharles Murray reports that illegitimacy in
creased at a record rate in the 1990s. A third of all 
American births are out of wedlock. 

0 People who use their erudition to write for a 
learned minority ... don't seem to me favored by for
tune but rather to be pitied for their continuous· self
torture. They add, change, re.move, lay aside, take 
up, rephrase, show to their friends, keep for nine 
years and are never satisfied. And their futile reward 

0 • • 0. 0 ·' 

a word of praise from a handful of people, they win 
at such a cost - so many late nights, such loss of 
sleep, and so much sweat and anguish ... their health 
deteriorates, their looks are destroye.d, they suffer 
partial or total blindness, poverty, ill-will,. denhu of 
pleasure, premature old age and early death 
(Desiderius Erasmus). 

let fhere Be Meteorite 
DA potato-sized Martian meteorite found in 

Antarctica in 1984 became the focus of a scientific 
and news organizations frenzy August 6. Scientists 
announced the. rock contained evidence that "sug
gested" microscopic life existed on Mars more th3n 
3 billion years ago, inspiring a new song called, T~e 
Mars Rock · 

00 

Rock of Ages, left for me, 
Let my funding come from thee . 
Grants and dollars by the load, 
From my wacky theories flowed, 
Evolution - double sure 
Keep me from creation's lure. 

OTime magazine (Oct. 11, 1993) reported, a 
1953 University of Chicago graduate student, 
Stanley Miller, provided the first widely accepted 
experimental evidence for evolution. In a glass jar he 
created a comic-strip version of primitive earth.·Wa
ter for the ocean. Methane, ammonia and hydrogen . 
for the atmosphere. Sparks for lightning and other 
forms of electrical discharge. One week later he 
found in his jar a sticky goop of organic chemicals, 



including large quantities of amino acids, Lego 
blocks for the proteins that make up cells. Case 
closed, or nearly so, many scientists believed. Re
member, that was in 19 53! 

OMeanwhile older and older fossils have all but 
proved that life did not evolve at the leisurely pace 
Darwin envisioned. W.R. Bird in his massive work, 
The Origin of Species Revisited, gives a balanced, 
scholarly and meticulous demonstration in favor of 
abrupt appearance that has received the praise of 
both evolutionists and non-evolutionists. Bird, who 
argued the major case on the issue before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, presents an in-depth comparison of 
the theory of organic evolution and the theory of 
abrupt appearance in two volumes containing 2,000 
quotations and 5,400 footnotes. (Bird, let it be 
noted, did not accept the theory of special creation, 
but did reject the theory of evolution in favor of the 
theory of abrupt appearance of all life forms). It is 
heavy reading but worth the effort. 

Mumbo Jumbo 

0 Eric Hall, who recently resigned a professor
ship at SMU and who holds a doctorate in Electrical 
Engineering, was walking across the campus at UT 
in Austin when two men handed him a tract. When 
brother Hall engaged the men in a discussion and 
brought up the subject of baptism, the older of the 
two said," "You must be a member of the church of 
Christ." Hall allowed that he is, and the man re
sponded, "I used to be, too." The younger man glee
fully said, "Yes, I used to be a member of the church 
of Christ as well." As it turns out, the younger one 
recently graduated from ACU and the older one 
from DLU·sometime in the 60s. The tract the two 
were handing out contained the instructions, "To be 
regenerated, simply come to the Lord with an open 

·~, and honest heart and say to him: Lord Jesus, I am a 
sinner. I need You. Thank You for dying for me. Lord 

·- Jesus, forgive me. Cleanse me from all my sins. I be
i~; lieve You rose from the dead. I receive You right now 
il~ as my Savior and life. Come into me! Fill me with 

I
I\ Your life! Lord Jesus, I give myself to You for Your 

1
.:· p~~~d:ntally, Jesus Christ of Nazareth said, "He 

\: that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." No 
lf,· where in all of the New Testament was any person 
t ever told to say to Jesus, "Come into me! Fill me 
~~ with Your life!" Nor was anyone ever instructed to 
"'·~ be regenerated by simply coming to the Lord with 
~; open heart and mind and saying to him, "I need 

i 
' 

you." Nicodemus was told, "Except one be born of 
the water and the spirit he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God." 

State of tiJe Union 
OCarl Wilson in his book, Our Dance Has 

Turned to Death, gives seven steps to the death of 
both the Greek and Roman empires. They are (1) the 
neglect of families by men, (2) the decline of the sta
tus of women in the home, (3) the decline of belief 
in God, ( 4) pursuit of materialism and political 
power, (5) proliferation of "alternative lifestyles," 
( 6) abortion, and (7) the rise of powerful special in
terest groups to hamstring government. 

Traditional Marriage 
OThe U.S. House of Representatives passed 

overwhelmingly the Defense of Marriage Act (HR 
3396). The new law defines marriage as "a legal 
union" between one man and one woman and says 
the word "spouse" refers only to a person of the op
posite sex. The purpose of the bill is to deny homo
sexual marriages legal status. Senators are being lob
bied by homosexual activists to defeat the bill in the 
U.S. Senate. The sodomites' strategy is directed by 
Sen. Ted Kennedy. President Clinton says he will sign 
the bill if it reaches his desk. 

Queer lleporl 

0 Severe criticism of the Walt Disney Company 
comes because of its support of homosexuals, in
cluding domestic partner benefits, homosexual cel
ebrations at its theme parks, and an excessive num
ber of homosexuals on the payroll. Disney denies 
homosexual preference. Still, three top executives at 
Disney are leaders of Hollywood Supports, a pro-ho
mosexual group whose focus is to promote the ho
mosexual agenda in the workplace. The three are: 
Michael Eisner, Chairman of the Walt Disney Com
pany; Michael Ovitt, President of Walt Disney Com
pany; and Joe Roth, Chairman of Walt Disney Mo
tion Pictures. Fp 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: When did the Samaritans come into 
existence and what was their relationship to the Jews? 

Answer: The formation of the Samaritan race is 
an important part of Jewish history. The nation of Is
rael was united under the rule of three kings, Saul, 
David, and Solomon. With the death of Solomon, it 
has been observed that the tears shed over his grave 
were insincere. Indeed, Solomon fulfilled the pro
phetic warnings in 1 Samuel 8:10-18. 

When Solomon's son Rehoboam, attempted to 
become king, he was rejected by the northern 10 tribes 
because he pledged a harsh and tyrannical rule, even 
worse than his father. In his place, the people of the 
northern 10 tribes, known as Israel, made Jeroboam 
king. The remaining southern tribes, known as Judah, 
allowed Rehoboam to rule over them. 

In this division, the northern tribes gained a ma
jor portion of the fertile land and springs. The 
boundary of separation between the north and south 
ran directly across the central highland, through the 
valleys of M ichmash to the east and Ajalon to the 
west, giving the northern tribes three times the 
square miles that Judah retained. The northern tribes 
continued as a separate nation for just over two hun
dred years. During this time some nineteen kings 
reigned over Israel representing nine families. Eight 
of these northern kings were either assassinated or 
committed suicide. None of these kings was faithful 
to the Lord. Each of them promoted idolatry. 

Because of disobedience (cf. 1 Kings 11:13, 17), 
the Lord allowed the Assyrian monarch Shalmaneser 
V to march against the northern kingdom. The siege 
against Samaria lasted from 724 to 722 B.C. when 
the capital city fell, bringing the rule of the ten tribes 
of Israel to a close. 

An Assyrian governor was placed over the terri
tory. Many of the Jews were taken as captives by 
Assyria and in their place a foreign upper class of 
people was imported from Babylon, Cuthah, Acca, 
Harnath and Sepharvaim (2 Kings 12:24). Mixing 
ethnic populations of captured nations had been in
stituted by an earlier Assyrian king to diminish 
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chances of rebellion among conquered peoples. This 
resulted in the formation of a hybrid race, who came 
to be the Samaritans. 

Historically, there was never a feeling of kinship 
between the Samaritans and the remnant of the 
southern kingdom of Judah. In fact, the Jews, who 
resettled Jerusalem after the captivity, considered the 
Samaritans as mongrels or half-breeds who were not 
regarded as Jewish. 

However, before the alienation, there was consid
erable intermarrying. As religious and social exclu
siveness grew stronger in Judea, intermarriage be
came a serious issue . This situation continued until 
Manasseh, brother of the Jewish high priest, married 
the daughter of a Samaritan. The controlling religious 
party in Jerusalem demanded that he divorce her at 
once. Rather than comply, Manasseh withdrew from 
Jerusalem at the invitation of his father-in-law, taking 
many priests from the Jerusalem temple with him. 

The father-in-law of Manasseh, a man of consid
erable wealth, soon built and established a rival Jew
ish temple on Mount Gerizim where the Samaritans 
set up a form of Jehovah worship complete with ani
mal sacrifices. They used a copy of the Law of Moses 
in their worship which they had brought with them 
from the temple in Jerusalem. They also dedicated a 
set time to observe the various ritual feasts and offer
ings, although with some minor differences than 
those observed in Jerusalem. 

These two religious groups, the Jews and Samari
tans developed side by side, each one charging the 
other was debased and corrupt. In Jesus' day it was 
well understood that "Jews have no dealings· with 
Samaritans" Uohn 4:9) . Jesus' parables about the 
good Samaritan (Luke 10:2-37) and, the Samaritan 
leper (Luke 17: 15 -16) attacked the prejudice of tra
ditional Judaism as they taught the virtue of mercy 
and thankfulness. 

Today, a small number of Samaritans maintain a 
temple on Mount Gerizim. 8900 Manchaca Rd. 

Austin, TX 7871:; 



-Florida- - Louisiana -Directory 
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. ('h mi. W of Courthouse on 70 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per year. West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 

Morgan City- 8th and Clothcldc Street Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1756, 70380. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., ~ p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (504) 384-5383. 
Cornelius C. Abbott III, preacher. · 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., P. 0. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanks, serving ·Ft." ·wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

-Alabama-
Tuscaloosa - East Pointe Church of Christ. 
Only 1 block from Exit 76 off I-20, 59. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 
556-1275,553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Darrell Braking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. 
Gossett, preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy N on Altadena Dr. 

San Mateo - 525 S. Bayshore Blvd., 94402, 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Noah Hackworth, minister. (415.) 343-

L·:,·:.. 4997. Sponsor of West Coast Firm Foundation 
:.. Lectureship. 
·,· 
:,· Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
~~ a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
~:~ Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

t, C central 
f;i BURCH OF CHRIST 
~' 1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 
~- 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen 
f~ Robertson, preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister •••••• 

Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 795-6178. ..... 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. ..... 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m •• ~h.a~li.eT. Garner, minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 665-8060. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 

Miami - Westwo~d· l:k~ Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., ~~d; ?:30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 

-Michigan-
Garden City - 1657 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, · 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Fred Davis, 
minister. {313) 422-8660 off., 427-4416 res. I· 
275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlelbelt, rt. 2 blks. 

-Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 ;.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia • Chu;;h of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55791. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," W]TV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., · 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866. 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 156-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
Orlando, FL 32872). S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Wed. 7 p.m. <406) 549-1244. 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., - Nevada -
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. B ld c· ld h h f 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. ou er Jty- Bou er City C urc ° Christ, 

• • • • • 845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sunday 
Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Hartley 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Simmons, minister. 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles ~e~r. o_f .Mobile Hwy.) 

_Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m: 9~~e.Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside I-285). . . . . . 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W of 
Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 497-
0240 

-Idaho-

- North Carolina-
Rocky Mount -·church of Christ, 1040 Hill 
St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(919) 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton -Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western 
Ohio VaJley Firm Foundation Lectureship. 
Dayton - Overlook • Chu~ch of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Ncar WPAFB, (513) 252-9444 • 
Fairborn, near Dayr~~ ·a~d Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-

~/: -. Colorado -
~ 

Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher. '';? 
;~ 
;i~ 
t 

Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of 
Oklahoma City School of Biblit:lll Studies, 
(405) 732-1050 or 739-0705. 

f 
7 

Metro-Denver Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 s. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-- Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

Oklahoma City - • P~~~ City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott 
Lowder, minister. 787-5814. 
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-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Finn Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Finn Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, {615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill~ ~!n_is!er. 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. {901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, rp~n~s!e!, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 
436 Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from 
downtown Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, 
Wed. 7 p.m. Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robe;uo"n "county 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., 
between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles 
north of Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, 
evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, 643-
1021, 643-9404. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life,"' KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar B~y~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:h~:/f~~b.wt.nte/dgal 

Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. {817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwo~d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7.:~~ !~m Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobb~, .P~t;a~her. 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and 
Andy Dooley, minist~':5: •• 

Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana 
on Hwy 67. Wayne ~l!~e,: ~vangelist. 

Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(817) 491-2388, Lynn Blair, minister. 

Rosenberg - Graeb~; R~~d Church of Christ 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9: 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) ••••• 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m.: 
Donald Walker, pre~c~~r~. 
San Antonio - Nonhern Oaks Church of 
Christ on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. 
Sun. 9:30a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg - u;~id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton - Hampto~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(804) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Max Meadows - Ft~ C:bi;~ell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220,24360. ~mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-424"4, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 6~~-_7~~6. 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 
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Bible Correspondence Course 
Sixteen Bible lessons written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. ·The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each- $2.40 per set-plus shipping 
Answer sheets Included free upon request 
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To order call 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the lessons and bill you. 



CLASSIFIED 
The Lewis-Weatherly Written Debate on Holy 
Spirit Baptism and Miracles is now available. 72 
pages, comb bound. Weatherly affirms that miracles 
occur today; Lewis affirms that miracles have 
ceased. Send $4.75 plus.$1.50 shipping to John T. 
Lewis, P.O. Box 65, Lone Grove, OK 73443. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is accepted 
in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad Depart
ment, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads must be 
received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the 
first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Scripture-based alternative to high cost of medical 
insurance: CSN- Caring & Sharing Newsletter 
provides up to $75,000 per incident. No physical 
exam. Christians helping Christians. Terry 
Hightower, 1200 Bowie, Wellington, TX 79095 •. 

Preachers Wanted 
The Mayfair Church of Christ in Huntsville, AL is 
seeking an experienced evangelist/preacher/teacher 
to assist us in our efforts to encourage, strengthen, 
and mature the church in Biysk Siberia (Russia). 
Biysk is a city of 350,000 lo-cated in the Altai 
region of south central Siberia ncar the Mongolian 
border. The church was established in June of 1994. 
If you have the desire and are willing to consider 
spending at least on year in Russia, please contact 
Ken Newlin at (205) 882-2979 or via E-mail at 
knewlin697@aol.com. 

Retired conservative preacher needed for 
congregation of approx. 25. Call or write: Ed 
Spomer,. P.O. Box 5665, Cheyenne WY 82003. 
(307) 634-3027 

Minister needed. Congregation in need of a 
minister. Please send tape and/or resume to The 
Elders, Church of Christ, Troup, TX 75789. For 
more information call R.J. Roddy at (903) 842-
4526 or David Stephenson (903) 842-3452 

Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 450 
members in South Georgia, very active in World 
Missions, and local church program seeks a man to 
work in .a multiple role with our Family Life 
Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be a self
staner, and sound in the Faith. Salary negotiable. 
Send resume, references, and video or audio tape 
to elders, Forrest Park Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
2331, Valdosta, Georgia 31604. 

Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send resume and 

,~ video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and intro of 

'
:·.··,' family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 Troy 

Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667-6708. 

···· Wanted: We are in need of an experienced, 
conservative minister of the Gospel. The con
gregation is led by 3 elders and averages 18 0 in 
attendance. Salary is negotiable and housing is 
furnished. Please send a resume and a tape of recent 
sermons. (Either audio or video.) Send to: The 

;~: Elders, W. Carpenter Rd. Church of Christ, G
/l 2296 W. Carpenter Rd., Flint Ml 48505 
::~) 
-~-. Mid-Missouri congregation, 60 members, self
!{, supponing, seeking conservative gospel preacher. 
I4 Please send resume to Truman Road Church of 
~. Christ, P.O. Box 29, Higginsville, MO 64037. 

- The church in Estes Park, CO is seeking a full-time 
minister. Please send resume and tape (if possible) 
to Search Committee, P.O. Box 3824, Estes Park, 
CO KOSt7 

West Texas congregation of approximately 300 
families seeks an experienced pulpit minister. Please 
send resume to C. A. Prichard, Chairman, Search 
Committee, 600 N.W. 16th, Andrews, TX 79714. 
Fax (915) 523-6448. 

Birdwell's Chapel Church of Christ seeking a sound 
gospel preacher. Contact Barry Jarvis (615) 452-
7859 or Allen Buder (615) 325-2664. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/11 (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) - $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous Small Central Valley California church needs a 
retired or semi-retired minister. House, utilities, 
partial support. Send resume to Hardy Reeves, 1553 
Corgiat Dr., Newman, CA 95360 (209) 862-2554 Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 

Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 

Preachers Available academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Preacher, 36, married, desires to relocate. Graduate Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
of East Tennessee School of Preaching and - an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Missions. For resume (413) 774-5090 or Forrest Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 
Jackson, P.O. Box 322, Greenfield, Mass. 01302 

For Sale 
Large number of brotherhood books for sale; good 
prices. Write for list of books to Shawn Gott; 
2414 Oakbrook,Jonesboro,AR 72401, (501) 972-
0533. 

Church bulletins bound in hardcover $15.00. 1-
800-4-WINNCO or WINNC01@AOL.COM 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Two Covenants 
(1996 Lectureship). The Major Prophets (1995). 
The Minor Prophets (1990). The Providence of God 
(1989). Order from Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, So~thaven, MS 38671-0128. (601) 
393-2690. Each book $15.00 plus $2.00 shipping 
& handling. Multiple_ orders sent and billed. 

Wanted to buy: Used set of Burton Coffman 
Commentaries (OT & NT). Preferably within 400 
mi. of San Angelo. George Hooper, 3300 Voight 
#8, San Angelo, TX 76905 (915) 658-5379. 

Kiev Bible School: training Christian men 
of former Soviet Union to preach Christ since 1992. 
3-year program. Low cost. No tuition. Classes 
for women. Jim Waldron, director. Write P.O. 
Box 171 Kiev, 252 001, Ukraine. E-mail: 
roger@campbell.hkpi.kiev.ua. Phone: Oll-380-44-
555-7853. stateside: (770) 939-0494. New class, 
jan. 6, 1997. 

Please send us your used Bibles, books, song books, 
and communion sets you no longer need, and we 
will ship them to . preachers and missionaries 
overseas. Central Church of Christ, P.O. Box 967, 
907 Third Ave., Gadsden, AL 35902 

- Advertising Policy -

We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise in "the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1·2 
inches. This is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that In most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice .of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap· 
pearance of ~e paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank you! 
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Send biblical teaching to a friend 
with a gift subscription to the 

-Firm Foundation-
One-year subscription for $16.00 -foreign for ~25.00 

Send 2 or more gift subscriptions and receive a free copy of The Firm Foundation of God Standeth 
- the lectureship book commemorating the 1 Oath anniversary of the Firm Foundation. 

0 Please enter a gift subscription for 0 Please enter a gift subscription for Name _______________________ _ Name. _____________________________ _ 
Address. _______________________ _ Address. _______________________ _ 
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Types of Sermons 
By Jess Hall Jr. ' Great chefs give as much attention to presen

tation as they do to cooking. Experience 
teaches them that if a dish is not pleasing to 

the eye it will never please the palate. Small children 
graphically demonstrate the same principle every 
time one looks at dinner, and, with contorted face, 
blurts out, "Yecch"! Sophisticated adults simply say, 
"No thank you." 

When the preacher has determined his purpose 
and gathered his materials, he then must decide how 
he will present the material. Will he preach an ex
pository sermon? A textual sermon ? A topical ser
mon? Which method will best present the truths he 
hopes to impress on his hearers? 

Some proclaim that " true preaching" must be 
expository (Biblical Preaching: The Development 
and Delivery of Expository Messages, Haddon W. 
Robinson, Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1980). 
Others, though defining "expository preaching" 
more broadly than most, assert that all preaching is 
expository (Between Two Worlds: The Art of Preach
ing in the Twentieth Century, John R.W. Stott, Grand 
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdman's, 1982, p. 125). While it is 
correct that all preaching must be an exposition of 
Scripture (or it is not true preaching), it is also cor
rect that not all true preaching must be expository. 
In fact, most of the sermons in the history of preach
ing have been either textual or topical.The topica l 
sermon is the most oratorical type of sermon. It 
takes on ly its subject from the text. Its organization 
is based on the subject rather than distinctions of the 

text. Properly done, it embraces a single idea that can 
be stated in a succinct statement, thus lending itself 
to unity of discussion and power of impression. Its 
freedom is attractive to the fertile mind. Its danger is 
that if the mind is not fertile, it can repeat subjects 
(though called by a different name), deal primarily 
with the peripheral, and seek the sensational. 

In the textual sermon, both the subject and the 
main points are based on ideas in the text, but, unlike 
the expository sermon, the development of the main 
ideas comes from sources outside of the immediate 
text. 

The expository sermon, like the textual sermon, 
takes its subject and main points from a particular 
text, but, unlike the textual sermon, it also takes its 
sub-points from the immediate text. References to 
others texts may occur, but they are used only to sup
port, elaborate, or confirm what is already evident in 
the immediate text. A sermon is not expository 
merely because it addresses a subject in the Bible or 
because it cites numerous Scriptures. The true ex
pository sermon discloses the thoughts of the author, 
covers the range of the passage, and applies its truths 
to the lives of the listeners. 

The expository sermon has apparent benefits to 
recommend it. For instance, it focuses the hearer's 
attention on the Scripture as the source of authority 
and teaching. The preacher is not expounding a great 
book, a poem, a political passage, or his personal 
opinion. The expository sermon demands integrity 
on the part .of the preacher. Exegesis, which is the art 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Welcome to Ninety-Seven 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

We are about to turn the page to a fresh 
new year. No smears or blotches on 
it - yet. It is clean and pure and we 

can do with it as we will. It is really nothing 
more th~n a marker on the calendar - a way 
for time-bound people to count days. Still, it has 
some advantages and provides an opportunity 
to take inventory and make resolves. 

By the way, 1996 was really the 2,000th year L.....--.a.......:..-..c.-.....:...~ 

since the birth of Jesus. The designer of our present calendar, I am 
told by those who seem to know, miscalculated and while he in
tended to start the current era with the birth of Jesus he missed it 
by a little. Jesus was born 4 B.C., just 2,000 years ago. If the world 
continues, plenty of soothsayers will soon appear saying that 
something momentous -like the end of the world - will happen 
in the year 2,000, as we reckon time. Just wanted you to know 
they missed it by four years. Their mistake, like the mistake of the 
Gregorian calendar maker, is a reminder that none of us is fault
less, as if we needed to be reminded. 

What about the upcoming year? What will it be like? Like ev
ery year it will have some surprises, disappointments, successes 
and mysteries. Some will gain a fortune, while others will lose all 
they have; some will enjoy good health and others will be sick; 
most will live, but some will die, leaving a rent in the vale and a 
vanishing memory. It will be a year like all years for the most of us. 
It will be made up of commonplace and ordinary things. It will 
present us with challenges and opportunities, which we can im
prove and gain from, or which we can fumble and forfeit. A lot of 
what happens to us in the next 365 days will be of our own mak
ing, but some of it will be the random vicissitudes of earthly exist
ence. Mercifully, God has veiled the immediate future so we do 
not fail to enjoy the good taste of the present in anticipation of 
treasure to come, nor cause present joys to pall because of im
pending disaster. 

Still, we wonder about the morrow. There are some noble 
things we can well hope for, look for, and work toward . In our 
muse of coming things it is natural for readers of this journal to 
think of eternal realities, since that is where our hearts are. We, of 
course, think of the church - her duties, her joys and her destiny. 
Here are some of the things we might well wish for the church in 
the coming year: 

A greater level of basic honesty. I want this for myself as well 



as for others, but, to be brutally honest, I am thinking more of oth
ers than I am of me. (When others think about this same thing the 
process will be reversed.) I do not say that in discussion of spiri
tual matters any one is scheming and devious. Yet, it is true that 
even sincere people are so eager to have their ideas and positions 
accepted they will sometime be snared in the trap of disingenuous 
behavior. They do not think of it as being dishonest and would re
coil from the suggestion that they are being mendacious, but facts 
are facts and it is true that good people can behave in a rotten way. 

Perhaps an example or two will help to get the point across. 
Professor Andre Resner of Abilene Christian University said that 
the mother of Jesus was "a sexually questionable woman" and the 
birth of Jesus was a "scandal" and an "outlandishly embarrassing 
story" (Wineskins, Volume I, Number 7, Page 6). This provoked a 
torrent of criticism of the Abilene teacher. To fix this, Resner 
made the statement, "I believe in the virgin birth." He also apolo
gized to the President and Board of ACU for causing them trouble. 
Finally, he said he was sorry others had misunderstood him, and 
that he was really talking to baby boomers - the rest of us were 
snoopers. 

He never said he was wrong and should not have made the 
statement. He did not withdraw his description of the blessed 
Mary as a "sexually questionable woman." 

Andre Resner has been asked many times what he means by 
"virgin birth." Liberals say that when Isaiah said to Ahaz, "Behold 
a virgin shall conceive ... " that he was saying, "Before that young 
girl standing over there could have a baby" certain things would 
happen. Is that what Resner means by "virgin birth." When asked, 
"Professor Resner, do you believe that Mary, at the time of the 
birth of Jesus, had never known a man?" he is as silent as the pro
verbial tomb. Not a word! Nada! 

The official spokesman for the board and administration, Wil
liam E. Young, tries to pretend that Resner made it right and those 
who continue to ask for him to repent of his rash statements are 
the scoundrels. That, my dear brothers and sisters, is artificial de
ceit. 

Another example, Professor Carroll Osburn, also of Abilene 
Christian University, says in his book, The Peaceable Kingdom, 
that the Bible contains mistakes in science. He has been asked 
many times to name just one mistake in science in the Bible. He 
will not! Why not? If he misspoke himself, let him say so and the 
matter will be at an end. If he meant what he said, then please tell 
us what the scientific mistake is. Instead he goes about with a 
zipped lip. Osburn will never give an instance of scientific error in 
the Bible because, in the first place, it isn't there and, in the second 
place, anything he might mention will put him in the position of 
denying either miracle or prophecy or both. 

The administration of ACU understands this problem, but 
chooses to treat it as cured and to chastise and condemn those 
who keep asking for an explanation. The culprits, you see, are 
those who insist that Mary is not to be regarded as a whore, but is 
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to be called "blessed" by all generations. Those who 
uphold the integrity of the Bible and insist that it is 
verbally inspired and therefore free of error are the 
enemy. Letters have flooded the brotherhood casti
gating the innocent and attempting to exonerate the 
guilty. Fundamental honesty would compel a plain 
statement of fact and either offer an apology or ad
mission of rank religious liberalism. I fear it is the 
latter. 

Still another example is in the behavior of our 
good friend, Rubel Shelly. He has recently told the 
story of how he was in discussion with a well-edu
cated gospel preacher and asked him the question, 
''Are you saying that unless a person is baptized in a 
Church of Christ building, by a Church of Christ 
preacher, in a Church of Christ baptistry that he can
not be saved?" Rubel says the anonymous preacher 
replied, "Well, yes, I guess so, since you put it that 
way." By the way, this is a classic example of how 
easy it is to set up and demolish a straw-man. 

Brother Shelly, we call on you to show the depth 
of your honesty by telling us plainly who this well 
educated preacher was so we can get his side of the 
story. Rubel, since you now reveal that you are will
ing to debate the question of salvation - at least 
with this unknown and perhaps fictitious preacher 
- how about debating with a real person. Do not 
merely beat the air, but be a man and have an honor
able discussion, either written or verbal, with a com
petent opponent. We suggest the current editor of 
the Spiritual Sword, since you seem to disdain that 
publication so sincerely. If that is not acceptable, the 
editor of the Firm Foundation offers his services. 
Maybe, though, you would rather debate L. Torea
dor, the bull fighte~. 

Anyhow, it is beguiling to say that one is too good 
to enter into courteous discussion on points of differ
ence, but make up all kinds of encounters in which 
one makes oneself into a great hero, and have his 
opponent slink off in shame and disgrace. 

We cannot resist giving one more Rubel Shelly 
example. He says that all members of the church are 
mean, vicious, ill-tempered, and ugly in attitude. 
Shelly has learned better. He is kind, generous, soft
spoken, and longsuffering. Now, Rubel, just who are 
you talking about when you say the church, which is 
the saved people of earth, is full of bile and bitter
ness? Are you talking about T.B. Larrimore? Jesse P. 
Sewell? G. C. Brewer? Royce Money? Lynn Ander
son? Mike Cope? Phillip Morrison? 

4 
Has it ever occurred to you, Rubel, that when 
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you say "I am nice" and the rest of you are as mean as 
snakes that you are being judgmental? In all kindness 
and sweetness, let me remind you that Jesus once 
said: 

Two men went up into the temple to pray; the 
one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 
God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men 
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give 
tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, 
standing afar off, would not lift up so much as 
his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his 
breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I 
tell you, this man went down to his house justi
fied rather than the other: for every one that 
exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

"Happy is the man who does not condemn him
self in that which he allows." 

Anyhow, let's have a little elementary fairness. 
Let us be candid and plain in our speech, so we can 
be understood by even the plowboy. In this we will be 
imitating the example of the greatest teacher the 
world has ever known. 

"Nothing astonishes men so much as common 
sense and plain dealing." Let us learn to tell it like it 
is, but with civil tongue. "Seeing then that we have 
such hope, we use great plainness of speech." "Let 
your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every 
man." "In all things showing thyself a pattern of good 
works: in doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity, 
sincerity, Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; 
that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of you." 
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Yipes! I spent so much time on the first wish for 
the new year that I don't have much room left for the 
rest. Anyway, here goes .... (the rest may be related to 
the first) 

Love of truth - since truth makes us free. Truth 
is hard to love. It makes us aware of who we are and 
what we ought to be. Also, truth is singular. We want 
to be open and likable, so we hate truth, which is nar
row and restrictive. Jesus said: "I am the way, the 
truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father but by 
me." No other way. Not Hinduism, nor Islam, nor 
Judaism, nor New Ageism, nor Hedonism, nor De
nominationalism will bring us to the Creator-God. 
We must walk in the narrow, exclusive path of the 
one way- Jesus Christ. There is no other. "Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved." 

There is only one way because truth is one. 
Sprinkling is not baptism. Instrumental music is not 
singing. Denominationalism is not the one body. 
Unity is not division. Diversity is not unity. You can
not serve both God and mammon. Truth is judgmen
tal "exclusiveism," like it or not. Loving truth means 
hating every false way. 

You will either love, obey and follow truth, or you 

will be Satan's slave. We must love truth even to the 
point of death - or we do not love it at all. "Through 
thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate ev
ery false way. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a . 
light unto my path. I have sworn, and I will perform 
it, that I will keep thy righteous judgments." · 

Courage of our convictions. Let us know what 
we believe and why we believe it - let us believe 
what we believe - and believe it with all our hearts. 
Someone has said, "Until we have something for 
which we would gladly die, we have nothing for 
which to live." Jesus said, 

Fear none of those things which thou shalt suf
fer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you 
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall 
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 

Be willing to die for what you believe - only 
such total commitment can receive a crown. 

Let love of the brethren continue ... 
If possible, be at peace with all men ... 
The New Year is coming ... ready or not. Wel

come Nineteen Ninety-Seven! May it be a year of 
spiritual growth and prosperity because God's chil
dren are upright and transparent in their love of 
truth P. 0. Box 690192 

· Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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What Is ·Preaching? 
(continued from page 1) 

of critically analyzing or interpreting the passage, 
must be done honestly. Eisegesis, which is the "art" 
of reading preconceived opinions into the text, must 
be avoided. Expositors may wander from the text, 
thus departing from true exposition; they may 
stretch and strain the text, drawing from it lessons it 
was never intended to teach and does not teach. 
Expositing the text is replaced by exploiting the text. 

Expository preaching appears simple, which en
tices many to attempt it. It is not. The greatest dan
ger is that the preacher will fail properly to proceed 
from the exegetical to the homiletical. The end result 
is an expository lesson, not an expository sermon. 
The expository lesson aims at imparting informa
tion; it is aimed at the mind. The expository sermon 
not only imparts information to the mind, it seeks to 
change the behavior. It is addressed not only to the 
mind, it addresses the will. Thus, proper expository 
preaching requires a rich knowledge of human na
ture and life experience to apply the text to the lives 
of the hearers. It relates the listener to the sermon's 
proposition by focusing on the hearer's responsibil
ity toward that proposition and how that responsibil
ity can be carried out in daily living. An exegetical 
lecture is a poor substitute for an expository sermon. 
The preacher who fails to make the text meaningful 
to the lives of his hearers may impress the audience 
with his savvy, but he will not impress them with the 
Savior. A sermon is meaningful when it relates God's 
truth to man's life, addressing hearers in the way 
they listen. The sermon must be logical, but that is 
not enough. People listen psychologically. 

No one type of sermon should be preached all of 
the time. Remember that in the audience are women 
who move furniture for no apparent reason and men 
who keep changing styles of automobiles. While vari
ety may not be the spice of life in all things, it does 
tend to get our attention and increase our anticipa
tion. The wise preacher does not neglect methods 
and tools that assist him in acquiring his hearers' at
tention and heightening their anticipation to hear the 
Word. 
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Psychotherapy 
By Bill Lockwood 

Seeking to establish a wholesome role for psy
chotherapy, and consequently for psycho
therapists, David Benner argues in his book 

Psychotherapy and the Spiritual Quest, the following: 
It is not sufficient to say that we should merely 
die to self or give up self. Self must be known 
before it can be given up; we cannot turn over 
to God things about ourselves of which we can 
know nothing .... Psychotherapy brings an actu
alization and strengthening of self. At its best 
psychotherapy involves the crucifixion of the 
false self (pp. 124-125). 

If the prophets of the Old Testament or apostles 
of the New, who gave their lives for the Word of God, 
were to read this, I am certain they would be more 
than a little amused. They would know that one of 
the most dangerous courses for the church is that of 
psychotherapy, and for precisely the reasons we find 
in Benner's statement above. There is something 
drastically askew with a system which, in its efforts 
to find a legitimate niche, will resort to benumbing 
jesus' call "to die to self" until the professional 
therapist has plied his/her trade. 

Psychot~erapy has seduced Christianity to an 
alarming degree. Note how many churches are hiring 
full-time "counselors" or "therapists." Our need to 
find self has become all-consuming. 

Consider the Communist goal for world domina
tion and recognize some of their self-stated efforts 
along these lines. Communism admits that in their 
"psychological war" they are designing the break
down of the American culture to melt us into a pot of 
world government and global society. This includes, 
from their own agenda, the following: 

Promotion of the United Nations as a World 
Court, 

Gain control of the educational systems of 
America and oust the Bible - soften the cur
riculum, 

De-emphasize American history in favor of 
World opinion, 

Substitute American art with 'ugliness, repul
sive, and meaningless art,' 

Infiltrate American churches and replace re
vealed religion with 'social' religion, and treat all 
behavioral problems as psychiatric disorders 
which no one but psychiatrists can understand or 
treat (w. Cleon Skousen, The Naked Communist, 
pp. 259-262). 

Some of the above I have included for good mea
sure. Note what must be done, according to them, to 
religion. Unfortunately, too many Christians have er
rantly agreed to have their minds subverted by the 
fantastic fabrication that we need a staff complete 
with counselors, therapists, and guidance ministers, 
demanding that preachers "meet people's needs." 
Hence, soft-shell dispensers of psychotherapeutic 
pabulum are today posted behind pulpits while a love
to-have-it-so membership whines for non-judgmental 
unity with denominationalism. Counseling has re
placed preaching. 

One speaker observed while explaining Luke 15 
that "the road to self is the longest road any one 
could possibly travel." For, only after trashing his 
livelihood in "riotous living" did the prodigal, who 
had pigs for table companions, "come to himself." 

Have you ever wondered how the Bible penmen 
learned "to cope" with the rejection of their message 
and even of their persons? Which of them was popu
larly regarded by the masses? The key to psyche
ailments is the Bible, or I have been reading the 
wrong book. 

When Paul was alone in prison, he instructed 
Timothy to preach the Word of God (2 Tim. 4: 1). He 
did not recommend group therapy. He did not whine 
about his loneliness and mistreatment. He busied 
himself with a meditation upon Scripture precepts, 
and publication of its good news, and prayerful vigil 
in behalf of others. 

Jeremiah was almost overcome by wholesale re
jection of peers and family, who put him in a dun
geon. His mind rested on duty toward God, and that 
caused the revealed Word to burn in his heart de
manding announcement. Elijah became weak as he 
mulled over the odds against him. God reminded him 
first, that he had overdrawn the picture to himself, 
and then commissioned Elijah to go to work. 

Focus on self is never the recommendation given 
nor is it advised in the Bible. Rather, a realization of 
our task, while our minds are steeped in his Word, is 
God's formula. Selfishness erases our dependence 
upon God and his Word. 25CherrywoodCircle 

Marshall, TX 75670 
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Cheap Religion 
By Lindell Mitchell 

0 ur society encourages and exalts selfishness. 
It teaches us to measure our worth on the 
basis of material possessions. Consequently, 

we are under great pressure to obtain things. 
The Lord's church often suffers as a direct result 

of this societal selfishness. People have few areas of 
discretionary spending. Food, transportation, hous
ing, utilities, and insurance costs are f~xed for most 
folks. Thus what we contribute to the Lord's work is 
one of the few areas where we freely determine how 
much to give. 

Many positive qualities characterize us, but at 
least one destructive flaw impedes progress. Too 
many of us attempt to do God's work on the cheap! 
There is no excuse for this attitude. Tight-fisted mi
sers with God's work are often generous to a fault 
providing for their own interests. Their prosperous 
businesses demonstrate an ability to capitalize, 
equip, promote, and manage a successful enterprise. 
But when it comes· to supporting the Lord's cause, 
they act like a destitute parent attempting to stretch 
nonexistent resources. 

The Lord deserves better than that. He demands 
our best. It is time to wake up and grow up. It is a dis
grace to squander resources on conspicuous con
sumption while the Lord's work is under-funded. 
His cause should not be forced to work with 
worn-out, used-up, outdated junk. Especially when · 
we sit in finely appointed offices, assisted by a sup
port staff, providing the best of everything for our
selves. We are better people than that! 

We must not allow the adversary to deceive us as 
he deceived Haggai's generation. Remember how 
Haggai sternly rebuked the selfishness prevalent in 
his day. God's house was a wreck and his people 
made no provision to rebuild it. But they had man
aged to provide fine homes for themselves (Haggai 
1:2-10). Their conduct is repulsive, but no different 
from that of modern Christians who slight God's 
work while providing lavishly for their own. 

Selfishness must not so dominate us that we fall 
into the habit of offering junk to God like Malachi's 
contemporaries (Mal. 1:8). Malachi challenged his 
peers to offer such trash to their governor and see 
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what happened. It would be interesting to see the 
impact of such action on the businesses of those who 
insist on doing God's work on the cheap. I can 
scarcely imagine the consequences of conducting 
their affairs like they insist on conducting God's. 

Let us capitalize, equip, promote, manage, and 
support the Lord's work with the same care and pre
cision we devote to our own. Let us resolve to com
mit the same quality and quantity of material re
sources to the Lord's work that we devote to our 
own. When we do, we will be a blessing to man and a 
threat to the Devil. 

Paul said: 
He which soweth sparingly shall reap also spar
ingly; he which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully. Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a 
cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:6-7). 

Paul further said: 
Let him who is taught the word share in all 
good things with him who teaches. Do not be 
deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a 
man sows, that he will also reap. For he who 
sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corrup
tion, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the 
Spirit reap everlasting life (Gal. 6:6-8 NKJV) 
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(What you are about to read is shockin~. The Catholic Church is now saying that a Jew who rejects Jesus as 
the son of God can neverthele~s have an tnformal connection with the Catholic Church and be saved. This 
make~ ~he cross of no effect - tt tramples Christ underfoot and the blood of the covenant wherewith men are 
sanctt{t~d b~com~s an unholy thing. More shocking is the fact that our own brothers are saying essentially the 
same thtng tn thetr current attempts ~o r~structure the c~urch. Change agents in the body of jesus are no differ
ent--: and no better- than Catholte ltberals. They wtll ultimately accept jews, Hindus, Moslems and other 
unbeltevers as saved members of the church. The liberal position necessarily leads to universalism _ Dobbs.) 

Debate with Catholic Response 
By Stephen Wiggins 

0 n May 4-7, 1996, I debated three represen
tatives of Catholic Response, an apologetics 
organization from San Antonio, Texas. 

Brother Jerry Moffitt, director of the Gulf Coast 
Lectures in Portland, Texas, arranged for the discus
sion to be conducted in connection with their fourth 
annual lectureship. Since few have had opportunity 
to debate the Catholics, the following reflections 
should be of interest. 

First Proposition 
In the first two sessions I affirmed: "The New Testa
ment is the sole, complete, and final authority for the 
Christian religion." This proposition entails that the 
New Testament Scriptures are the Christian's only 
rule of faith and practice in religion. While all the 
Bible is inspired (2 Tim 3: 16), and whereas the Old 
Testament contains lessons for God's children today 
(Rom 15 :4; 1 Cor. 10: 11), it is the New Testament 
specifically that provides mankind with the needed 
information to equip himself in knowledge and obe
dience as a Christian. The "all truth" that Jesus re
vealed to his apostles by the Holy Spirit 0 ohn 
16:13), as an expression of his will for the Christian 
religion, is found in written form only upon the pages 
of the New Testament. It is the sole, complete, and 
final authority for the Christian religion. 

Catholics deny this because their position is that 
the revelation of the gospel is contained in both the 
written books of the New Testament and in the un
written, apostolic traditions which allegedly have 
been passed down orally from genera~ion to genera
tion since the first century. Thus, while Catholics ac
knowledge the New Testament as God's inspired 
Word, tliey maintain this is not the totality of God's 
revelation for the Christian religion. Rather, one 
must give equal authority to "The living voice of the 

living Church," that is, the Oral Traditions of which 
the Catholic Church claims to have been sole stew
ards since apostolic times. 

Any debate with Catholics on "Scripture alone" 
as the sole rule of faith, is really a controversy per
taining to the identity and sufficiency of God's Word. 
Where has God's special revelation been deposited 
for mankind today? Is that standard of authority con
tained solely upon the written pages of the Bible? 
And, is this written revelation sufficient in providing 
all essential information for the faithful Christian? 
Or, as Catholics maintain, is the completed Word of 
God found within Oral Tradition and the Bible? 
These questions gain center attention when it comes 
to controversy with Catholics as to the standard of 
authority for the Christian religion. 

Argumentation 
I offered two arguments in the affirmative. The first 
pertains to what is called the material and formal suf
ficiency of the Scriptures. That the Scriptures are 
"materially" sufficient is to affirm they contain all 
essential information necessary for a person to be
come and remain a faithful child of God. There is not 
a single doctrine of truth pertaining to the Christian 
religion that one must know, practice, or obey to be
come and remain a faithful Christian that is not 
found within the Bible; and more specifically the 
New Testament as it contains in written form that 
which was revealed through the apostles. 

The New Testament Scriptures dearly teach they 
are materially sufficient. In 2 Tim. 3:16-17 Paul 
writes: "All scripture is given by the inspiration of 
God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, and instructions which are in righteous
ness that the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work." The apostle says 
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"all scripture" is God inspired, embracing both Old 
and New Testaments. He further asserts their suffi
ciency by pointing out that by the Scriptures man is 
made "complete" as he is furnished with adequate 
information pertaining to truth and instructions for 
righteousness. 

That the Scriptures are "formally sufficient is to 
affirm that they may be understood without the need 
of an infallible interpreter, such as the pope. Herein 
lies the heart of the controversy. For, if one can dem
onstrate by valid argument that the Scriptures may 
be correctly comprehended without the aid of papal 
infallibility, then one may dispense with Catholicism 
as a whole. In view of this fact it is more than a pass
ing interest that in 1837, in his debate with Alex
ander Campbell, Bishop John B. Purcell stated that, 
"No enlightened Catholic holds the pope's infallibil
ity to be an article of faith. I do not; and none of my 
brethren, that I know of, do ... no man is infallible, 
either in doctrine or morals" (Campbell-Purcell De
bate, p. 23 ). Not until thirty-three years later, at Vati
can Council I in 1870, would papal infallibility be 
defined as Catholic dogma. Before this "no enlight
ened Catholic" ever entertained the idea. 

The New Testament Scriptures clearly teach they 
are formally sufficient and thus may be understood 
without an infallible interpreter. This is taught in 
Ephesians 3:3-5. Paul affirms that when the revela
tion of the gospel was made known he "wrote" in 
"words" so when brethren "read" they could per
ceive his understanding in the mystery of Christ. Just 
as first century listeners could understand the gospel 
when it was proclaimed orally, they, as original read
ers of Scripture, could understand that same mes
sage when it was committed to written form. If an in
fallible interpreter was not needed to understand the 
oral message why should one be needed to under
stand the written? If one today cannot understand 
the epistles of Peter without an infallible interpreter, 
which were allegedly written by the first pope, what 
compels the Catholics to suppose one can read and 
understand an ex cathedra encyclical written by Pope 
John Paul II? Rest assured that the very words of the 
Master go against the Catholic grain at this point. 
For, it was he who said of anyone reading Scripture, 
"let him that readeth understand" (Matt. 24: 15). 

One final point might help as it pertains to "ma
terial" and "formal" sufficiency of the Scriptures. 
When debating Catholics one should be careful to 
distinguish between the two kinds of sufficiency. The 
reason is because some Catholics will say they allow 
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for the sufficiency of Scriptures. But they are speak
ing of material sufficiency, not formal sufficiency. 
The Catholic Church Magisterium, which is the au
thoritative teaching office comprised of pope and 
bishops, is indispensable to Catholicism as an infal
lible interpreter. Their insistence on the necessity of 
this interpretive authority is an outright denial of the 
formal sufficiency of Scripture. Do not allow an op
ponent to confuse the audience in this regard. 

The Test 
My second argument consisted of a challenge. I 
asked my opponents to cite a moral, religious, or 
spiritual truth from their Oral Traditions that (1 ) is 
essential to our salvation, but (2) not already taught 
within the Bible. I insisted that whatever is cited 
must be essential to our salvation or it cannot rightly 
be said to be a part of the gospel which is God's 
power to salvation (Rom. 1:16). I further demanded 
that whatever is cited could not already be taught 
within the Bible or else it would not be oral but writ
ten apostolic tradition (2 Thess. 2: 15). No reply was 
attempted. With dead silence emanating from the 
other side, it was then impressed upon the audience 
the absolute futility of Catholic claims that God's 
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Word is composed of Oral Tradition in addition to 
the Scriptures. 

There is not one solitary thing within the 
so-called Catholic "Oral Apostolic Tradition" that 
reveals anything about any aspect of New Testament 
Christianity that one may not already learn from the 
written Word of God. One is completely "justified in 
maintaining that God's full and final covenant em
bodies all moral and spiritual truth" Games Bales, 
The Finality Of The Faith, p. 40). This is a most ef
fective argument. It works well when debating any
one claiming additional revelation to the Scriptures; 
Mormons, Pentecostals, and Catholi~s. 

Second Proposition 
In the last two sessions I negated: The Roman Catho
lic Church is the one true Church of Christ, identical 
in origin, organization, name, worship, and doctrine 
with the New Testament church, and in it alone is 
salvation from sin received." The proposition sum
mons for scriptural proof that the Roman Catholic 
Church is identical in all the identifying traits of the 
New Testament church; a task, I might add, impos
sible to accomplish. Is it any wonder, then, that aside 
from the initial reading of the proposition in their in
troductory remarks, my opponents never again re
ferred to the proposition throughout the remainder 
of the debate? No, not even so much as an allusion to 
the terms passed from their lips. It was a deafening 
silence, a most telling admission which I turned to 
my advantage. While space fails to allow for detailed 
evaluation of all that was said on both sides, I here 
present two matters I think of interest. 

Dodrine Of Development 
Although a shock to the Church of England, Catho
lics everywhere were elated when, in 1845, promi
nent author and priest, John Henry Newman, con
verted to Roman Catholicism. Immediately after
wards he published his Essay on the Development of 
Doctrine wherein he set forth the novel view that 
"the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church are le
gitimate developments of the teachings of the 
Church of the apostles" (The Modern Catholic Ency
clopedia, p. 607). This "development of doctrine," 
accepted and promoted by Catholics since the publi
cation of Newman's book, is defined as "the notion 
that the Church's understanding of divinely revealed 
truths grows and evolves throughout the centuries" 
(Catholic Encyclopedia, p. 303). The idea is that 
doctrines peculiar to Catholicism need not be found 
explicitly within the Bible as they admittedly are un-

recognizable upon the pages of the New Testament. 
Rather, these dogmas developed gradually over the 
centuries to form the more mature and complete 
doctrines currently within Catholicism. 

In fact, it has sometimes taken the Church centu
ries to recognize officially that specific doctrines are 
authentic developments of the definitive revelation 
given by Christ. Moreover, in officially accepting 
such developments, the Church implicitly acknowl
edges that further developments are possible in the 
future (The Modern Catholic Encyclopedia, p. 24 7). 

The following quotes supply the reader with fur
ther documentation from Catholic sources wherein 
the authors lavishly apply this developmental proce
dure to major dogmas. These excerpts are all the 
more revealing when one realizes that Newman pos
tulated his "doctrine of development" long before 
any of these major articles of confession were ever 
defined as Catholic doctrine. In short, the way in 
which these newfangled dogmas gained acceptance 
was by means of Newman's developmental theory. 

The primacy of the pope, the quality of be
ing first, which according to Catholic teaching 
belongs to the Bishop of Rome, developed over 
many centuries (ibid., p. 693). 

But the idea of purgatory as a particular 
place in the other world seems to be a creation 
of Western Christianity and is dated in the late 
twelfth century. Once this idea arrived on the 
scene, it was possible for medieval theologians 
to develop the theology of purgatory in terms 
that would remain familiar to the twentieth 
century (ibid., p. 704). 

The idea that Mary enjoyed a bodily assump
tion is not affirmed in any direct way by the 
New Testament, or in the most primitive tradi
tion, but rather developed gradually out of the 
Church's life of prayer, biblical reflection, and 
sacrament (ibid., p. 56). 

The fact is that no one person can take credit 
for it, the Rosary having developed over centu
ries ... (Catholic Answers Tract). 

When debating Catholics one must be prepared 
to refute this idea that doctrinal truths develop to 
form more mature and completed dogmas which 
comprise modern day Catholicism. Prior to my de
bate with representatives of Catholic Response they 
had publicly stated: 

The Church grows. It does not remain exactly 
the same in the sense that it must always look 
exactly like it did in the New Testament times; 
in the sense that there will be all of the charac
teristics within the church as seen in their fully 
developed form ... (Mike Luther in a San Anto
nio debate with brother Darrell Conley). 
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Acceptance of doctrinal development, as pro
mulgated by Newman and universally adopted by 
Catholicism, forfeits any identification with the 
church of the New Testament. For, one cannot main
tain that the doctrines and identifying characteristics 
of the church have changed through developmental 
procedure and then simultaneously argue from the 
Scriptures that the Catholic Church is identical with 
the first century church. Yet this is exactly what my 
opponents sought to do. It was for me to show, then, 
that the only possible way one can identify the Lord's 
church today is by pointing to those identifying 
marks within the New Testament pertaining to name, 
organization, worship, doctrine, practice, and terms 
of entrance. The Roman Catholic Church falls woe
fully short of meeting this criterion. 

Not only do Catholics cut themselves off from 
any appeal to the New Testament for scriptural au
thority by their doctrine of development but with the 
same stroke they sever any legitimate appeal to their 
so-called Oral Tradition. The very idea of a tradition 
is something that has been passed down from ancient 
times. But, if admittedly the church has progressed 
through doctrinal development, why appeal to that 
which is ancient? Why appeal to the old when the 
new is supposedly better? Whereas Newman's book 
has been touted by Catholics as the tour de force 
against fundamentalism, as early as 1888, Anglican 
Professor George Salmon authored a devastating re
ply of 5 00 pages in his Infallibility Of The Church. 
One will read with profit this brilliant and unanswer
able volume.· 

Catholic Compromise 
No one person, O( even group of persons, of any reli
gious body should be held responsible for the ecu
menical compromises fostered by their own 
liberal-minded brethren. It is a different matter alto
gether, however, when the one initiating and leading 
the compromise is universally recognized by that re
ligious body as the infallible head of the church, the 
vicar of Christ on earth. Whereas my opponents 
were obligated to affirm that in the Roman Catholic 
Church "and in it alone is salvation from sin re
ceived," the very one they acknowledge as "Holy Fa
ther," Pope John Paul II, continues the same ecu
menical agenda initiated at Vatican Council II 
(1962-1965). 

The Second Vatican Council has provided a re
markable clarification of this issue. It teaches unam
biguously that grace and salvation operate beyond 
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the visible limits of the [Catholic] Church (The Mod
ern Catholic Encyclopedia, p. 786). 

As is always the case, when the floodgates of lib
eralism are flung open to accommodate the ecumeni
cal spirit of compromise there is no stopping place. 
And so it is with Catholicism. Catholic authorities 
now take the position that a person "may achieve eter
nal salvation" in the absence of any knowledge of 
Christ and total ignorance of the gospel. From their 
best-seller, Catechism of the Catholic Church, one 
reads: 

Those who, through no fault of their own, do 
not know the Gospel of Christ or his Church, 
but who nevertheless seek God with a sincere 
heart, and, moved by grace, try in their actions 
to do his will as they know it through the dic
tates of their conscience - those too may 
achieve eternal salvation (p. 224). 

Catholics attempt to explain how one may re
ceive forgiveness of sins and thus possess eternal sal
vation in ignorance of the Savior by what they call a 
"baptism of desire." This is based on the naive sup
position that one would have obeyed the Lord had he 
not remained in ignorance of the gospel. 

·Every man who is ignorant of the Gospel of 
Christ and of his Church, but seeks the truth 
and does the will of God in accordance with his 
understanding of it, can be saved. It may be 
supposed that such persons would have desired 
Baptism explicitly if they had known its neces
sity (ibid., p. 321). 

One need not suppose that Catholic authorities 
are merely saying that one may be saved in innocent 
ignorance of the gospel, as if this were not unscrip
tural enough. No. Their ecumenical spirit moves 
them further to declare that one may attain and 
maintain a right relationship with God while con
sciously denying Jesus Christ as the Son of God and 
Savior of the world. In their revolutionary document, 
Nostra Aetate, Vatican II bishops affirm their convic
tions pertaining to "the ongoing validity of God's 
covenant with the Jews." This is all gleefully re
ported in a recent issue of a popular Israeli magazine 
under the title, "The Church Repents: Christianity 
Makes Its Peace with the Jews." Jewish writer, Vince 
Beiser, further states: 

If God's covenant with the Jews remains valid
as the pope himself has repeatedly reaffirmed -
then the inevitable conclusion is that they can 
achieve salvation even without accepting Jesus 
as the messiah. And, despite widespread Jewish 
assumptions to the contrary, that is precisely 
what post-Vatican II Catholic theology teaches 
(The jerusalem Report, 1/11/96, p. 35). 



I have not the slightest notion as to just how Pope 
John Paul eludes the unequivocal statements uttered 
by the Lord concerning himself, "for except ye believe 
that! am he, ye shall die in your sins" Gohn 8:24). And 
again, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me" Gohn. 14:6). How 
is it that the Jew in the first century was lost when he 
rejected Christ but the Jew in the twentieth century 
may "achieve salvation even without accepting Jesus 
as the messiah?" The fact is God's inspired Word 
teaches that the gospel of Christ is "the power of God 
unto salvation; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" 
(Rom. 1: 16); and that those who "know not God, and 

obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the pres
ence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power" (2 
Thess. 1:8-9). Whereas many old-line Catholics con
tinue to maintain that in the Roman Catholic Church 
"and in it alone is salvation from sin received," Pope 
John Paul, as their alleged infallible head, renounces 
this claim. 

(Video or audio tapes of this debate with Catholic 
Response may be purchased from Tullstar Tape Min
istry, 504 Cosgrove, San Antonio, TX 78210; phone 
(210) 533-1 855). 208 E. First St. 

Burkburnett, TX 76354 
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Loyd Lewis Smith, RIP 
Kenny Gardner 

Brother Loyd Smith, gospel preacher, passed 
away a few minutes before midnight, Sunday, 
September 1, 1996. He turned 90 on June 23 

and was a resident of Hilltop Haven in Gunter, 
Texas. He was proceeded in death by his wife Beuna. 

Brother Smith was born in 1906 in Rocky, Okla. 
His parents, Lewis E. and Flora Parson Smith, had 
recently moved there from Wise County, Texas. 
Brother Smith attended grade school in Rocky, and 
graduated from high school in nearby Sentinel in 
1925. His father then moved the family to Cordell, 
Okla., so that Loyd and his three sisters could attend 
Oklahoma Christian College. Loyd did his first two 
years of college work there, and during that time 
preached his first sermon, at Granite, Okla., in De
cember, 1926. He then moved to Morrilton, Ark., 
and attended Harding College for two years. There 
he fell in love with the school nurse, Beuna Peebles, 
and they were married February 24, 1930. 

In the fall of 1933 he began working full time 
with the congregation in Stratford, Oklahoma. Over 
the years he worked with a number of congregations 
in Oklahoma and with three congregations in Cali
fornia. He preached twelve years i~ Lawton, Okla., 
and he served on the founding board of Central 
Christian· College, Bartlesville, Okla., until the col
lege moved to Oklahoma City. 

He preached for the Sunset church in Dallas 
from 1960 until1967. He taught at Harding College, 

the Preston Road School of Preaching, and the 
Kakinada School of Preaching in India. In his book, 
Gospel Preachers of Yesteryear, he states that he 
served in the capacity of a "paid elder" for a time. 

When the Plano East Church of Christ con
ducted its first worship service, August 3, 1980, 
brother Smith preached the first sermon for the con
gregation. That morning he preached on "The One 
Church of the Bible" and on "The First Christians" 
that evening. He became the preacher for the con
gregation on November 23, 1980, and did more-than 
full-time work for less-than-part-time pay for a little 
over seven years, until February 28, 1988. Our con
gregation will be forever indebted to brother and sis
ter Smith for their years of diligent and devoted ser
vice. Had it not been for their labors we could well 
wonder if there would even be a Plano East Church 
Christ. 

We will remember you, brother Smith, for your 
life of love and labor for the Lord, for your years of 
service to our congregation, for your great devotion . 
to sister Smith, and for your admiration of faithful 
gospel preachers. We are glad that you have found a 
"refuge" (Prov. 14:32) and that you have rejoined 
your beloved Beuna. May you rest in -peace. 

Plano East Church of Christ 
3939 Mamman Dr. 

Plano, TX 75074 
1}: 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

A Mission Field in Our Backyard 
By Ronnie Crocker 

P aul Harvey commented that children in our 
public schools are not allowed to be given 
Bibles, but Bibles are freely given out in pris

ons. He then said that if the children could not get 
one now- just wait - they will surely get one later. 

The Bible is the answer for all problems. King 
David spoke of its preventive power when he said, 
"Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not 
sin against Thee" (Psa. 119: 11). Peter gave the divine 
escape plan when he penned, "They have escaped the 
pollution of the world through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 2:20). 

Today, some among the churches of Christ are 
taking God's solution into the prisons. One such ef
fort, Project Rescue, has been active in South Florida 
for several years. It is under the oversight of the el
ders of the Jupiter-Tequesta church of Christ. By 
teaching God's Word in jails we are trying to combat 
some evils in our society. 

We also try to prevent these tragedies from hap
pening by teaching young people. Weekend meetings 
for parents and teenagers are conducted in various 
churches of Christ. We give warning and answer 
questions about drug addiction and alcoholism. The 
gospel is presented as the solution - the only solu
tion. 

The challenges of a prison ministry are many. 
Dealing with denominational chaplains to work 
within the system is a temptation to compromise. We 
should make every effort to work with others, but it 
is all for nothing if we are not presenting the com
plete gospel of Christ in irs purity, simplicity and 
power. 

It is a challenge to reach the minds of the inmates 
and convince them of the life-changing power of the 
gospe l. Most of the convicts can quote the 12-step 
plan from the AA, and know the Serenity Prayer, but 
are often incapable of finding Matthew in the Bible. 
Our first priority is to place a Bible in their hands. 
Then we encourage and challenge them to read, 
study, pray and apply it to their lives. The tragic sto
ries, twisted perceptions and tangled lives we witness 
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each week overwhelm us at times. 
All we can do is sow God's seed 
with love and pray for fertile soil. 

Seeing a mind begin to open and 
a ray of hope shine in a life that has 
been hopeless and miserable makes 
all the effort worthwhile. We offer a 
Bible correspondence course de
signed to meet the needs of the in- Rod Rutherford 

carcerated. 
In addition to the personal reward we receive 

from dealing directly with the inmates, there is the 
added benefit of involving many members of the con
gregation in the work. Preparing and grading the les
sons, writing letters of encouragement, teaching in 
the jail, and assisting inmates upon their release has 
been a group effort at our congregation. 

It is a great joy that two of our faithful members 
were baptized in the jail almost three years ago. 

To expect a bountiful harvest in a prison ministry 
is unrealistic. We look for the one who is sick and 
tired of his life of crime; and who is searching for an 
escape plan Qohn 8:31-32). 

Teachable prisoners are few and far between, but 
they are out there. I know. About ten years ago, I was 
one. Midway through my five-year sentence, a 
preacher came into the prison with a distinctive mes
sage. The message he brought changed my life for
ever. I will always be grateful to Frank Parker, who 
did not shrink from declaring the whole gospel. 

To find one soul that is searching for truth makes 
it worthwhile. Brethren, please keep an eye on the 
"growing mission field in our backyard." 

P.O. Box 1724 
Jupiter, FL 33469 

~ 
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Shelly at Calgary 
By J. E. Choate 

Dr. Shelly was a featured speaker for the 14th 
World Convention of the Churches of 
Christ which convened July 30 to August 4, 

1996 in Calgary, Canada. This organization nomi
nally identifies with Churches of Christ, Christian 
Churches, and Disciples of Christ, but is not con
trolle·d by either. It has board members from the 
three mainstream churches identified with the 
Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement that is if the 
likes of Leroy Garrett, Rubel Shelly, and Douglas 
Foster are considered as representatives of the 
churches of Christ. 

In fact, no person has the authority to represent 
the churches of Christ on the WCCC, or anywhere 
else. The WCCC is headquartered in the Disciples of 
Christ Historical Society Library in Nashville. It 
comes very close to being an organizational unit in 
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the Disciples of Christ denomination. 
The idea for the World Convention of Churches 

of Christ originated in the mind of Jesse M. Bader in 
1924. At the Memphis International Convention, a 
Pentecost Committee of fifteen was appointed in 
1926 to direct the 1900th Anniversary Observance of 
Pentecost. (This takes on special significance since 
neither Rubel Shelly or Douglas Foster accept Pente
cost A.D. 33 as the birthday of the churches of 
Christ.) 

From these circumstances, the World Conven
tion of Churches of Christ took shape. The first 
World Convention of the Churches of Christ con
vened October 19-23, 1930, in the nation's capital. 
The purpose of WCCC was designed to promote 
better acquaintance, closer fe llowship, and mutual 
helpfulness with the three fellowships of the Resto
ration Movement. 

A singular purpose of the WCCC was the intent 
to develop the consensus that the families of the 
Stone-Campbell churches belong together, and to 
see that the divisions do not continue to be a cause 
fo r further embarrassment before the world commu
nity. Today the Independent Christian Church and 
the liberal Disciples are locked in the grips of mutual 
hostility and suspicion with no fraternal grounds of 
communication. 

(I t was in the 1926 international convention that 
the Independent Christian Church organized the 
North American Christian Convention to check and 
counter the control of the more liberal Disciples 
over the organized societies and conventions. The 
NACC was a great success and prospers today in the 
form of an annual homecoming for Christian 
Churches. There are no resolutions and voting, and 
therefore no losers.) 

The NACC flourishes today as a powerful 
counter force to off set the influence of the ultra-lib
eral Disciples. After fifty years of acrimonious strife, 
debate and struggle, the liberal Disciples sought to 
resolve the problem in their favor with the 1968 Re
structure. They won the societies, conventions, and 
schools, but they lost the Independent Christian 
Church. 
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The 14th World Convention 
of the Churches of Christ 

The 14th WCCC scheduled for July 30 to August 4, 
1996 in Calgary, Alberta, Canada is now history. The 
announcement for the 14th WCCC explained the 
ministry of the organization in five areas:. . 

(l)Assemblies: Every World Convention 1s ?eld 
in different parts of the world. The conventions 
bring together people from the "Christian Family of 
churches identified with the Restoration Movement. 

(2) Global Fellowship: The purpose of WCCC is 
to build up a sense of fellowship amongst churches 
with Restoration ties in 159·countries. 

(3) A primary purpose of the W CCC is to pro
mote unity in the midst of diversity in these church 
families who share a common origin and ideals in the 
Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement. The haunt
ing specter which hovers over every WCCC meet
ings is that these churches are more divided than 
ever. 

(4)The Wider Church: The church universal 
viewed by the WCCC is a like a global jigsaw puzzle 
with numerous denominations. The WCCC wants to 
help relate the churches in the Stone-Campbell Res
toration Movement to the broader worldwide net
work of denominations. 

(5) Each church has the responsibility for its own 
future, but the World Convention seeks to provide 
support for discovering our "together" destiny. 

The WCCC is a low budgeted organization with 
a supporting membership of around 500. The Dis
ciples of Christ is one of the primary supporters of 
the WCCC which is working from an office located 
in the Disciples of Christ Historical Society Library 
in Nashville. A married couple from New Zealand, 
Lyndsay and Lorraine Jacobs make up the only paid 
staff of the organization. 

The Lindsays are sincere and intellectually hon
est. They are friendly and charming people for whom 
I have a personal fondness. Of all places on earth to 
be, they are positioned in the testing laboratory in 
Nashville where the Restoration churches were 
listed as divided and fractured in the U. S. Religious 
Census of 1906. 

Is it not an irony of fate that the Lindsays should 
attend the Woodmont Hills Family of God and come 
under the influence of the one and only Rubel Shelly. 
He is doing more harm to churches of Christ than 
any since the days of Jesse B. Ferguson. 

The recurring theme of the Disciples is always 
unity, but their fruits are always division and more 
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divisions. Why do the leaders of both the digressive 
denominations join together to use the likes of Leroy 
Garrett and Rubel Shelly as representatives of 
churches of Christ. We have personally called this to 
the attention of responsible personnel in the Dis
ciples of Christ Historical Society. We do not expect 
them to select a bona fide representative from the 
conservative churches of Christ for obvious reasons. 

The Program 
The Rev. Cynthia Hale, Senior Minister of the fast 
growing Ray of Hope Liberal Disciples of Christ in 
Decatur, Georgia, was the keynote speaker. Rubel 
Shelly was the featured preacher for the Thursday 
evening service. He was introduced by Douglas Fos
ter who hyperbolically (a mile high ice cream cone) 
introduced Dr. Shelly as a world class preacher from 
the a cappella churches of Christ, the author of 
twenty books, and a Vanderbilt lecturer on medical 
ethics. (I have this on Calgary WCCC tape.) Just 
imagine a bragging contest between the Lilliputians 
and the Brobdingnagians. There is no society like a 
mutual admiration society. 

Dr. Shelly switched to a different form of rheto
ric in Calgary. His rhetoric was full of sweetness and 
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light. Instead of his customary abuse and ridicule of 
the conservative churches which would not have 
played well in Calgary, he apologized for them and 
for his past behavior when he fought the digressives. 
His words dripping with sanctimonious piety would 
bring copious tears to a crocodile, and cause even a 
stone image to weep. Ah, Rubel, indeed a false con
sistency is the hobgoblin of little minds! 

PuHing Calgary 
in a Manageable Context 

At this juncture, a statement is made and a. question 
is asked to both the conservative churches of Christ, 
and the postmodern "Church of Christ." The state
ment is that the common denominator of the theol
ogy and agendas of the liberal element, whether it be 
in Image, Wineskins, Tulsa Workshop, Nashville Jubi
lee, Inc., College Lectureships, or the Christian 
Scholars Conferences, the conservative churches of 
Christ are subjected to coarse ridicule and abuse. 
Why do the liberals do this? 

This does not require documentation. Why do our 
liberal brethren so despise the conservative churches 
of Christ, and will be content with nothing less than to 
bring them down? Wherever Rubel Shelly is posi
tioned to attack the conservative churches of Christ, 
he always goes for the jugular. 

I was present and heard him mock and make fun 
of the conservative churches of Christ in the Post
Easter Celebration Service on Hillsboro Road in the 
Woodmont Christian Church building just a stone's 
throw from what once had been the farm of David 
Lipscomb. 

Dr. Shelly's satire and jokes in which he ridiculed 
the churches of Christ stimulated repeated laughter 
and applause. He said to the "wall to wall" audience 
of Disciples, Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians 
that they would be disappointed had they come ex
pecting a fight. He facetiously told them that while 
they sang with the organ, piano, brass band, and 
mixed choirs that he was singing a cappella. This 
brought the house down. 

The Post-Easter Celebration speech was just the 
start of this "merry-go-round" series of Dr. Shelly 
speaking engagements which led from a Nashville 
Jewish synagogue to his speech before the Spiritual 
Renewal Conference, April 19, 1995, in Florence, 
Alabama. Here he regaled an audience made up of 
postmodern charismatics from the Vineyard Move
ment (Third Wave) Pentecostals, and the postmodern 
Kansas City Prophets. 

But without question the strangest of all the 
"unity" speeches by Rubel Shelly was his address on 
the ACU campus during the annual meeting of Res
toration XII. His address was filled with his usual 
brand of satire and jokes. He was given a standing 
and prolonged ovation to the obvious approval of 
Royce Money and Bill Humble. 

My writing efforts are not designed to change the 
minds of the postmodern liberals since this is most 
unlikely. I do not "call names" just to be recalling 
names. I use names as the biblical writers did to es
tablish and explain facts in place and time. I am set
ting forth as a disciplined historian, the documenta
tion for the facts and circumstance of the present 
time for the benefit and information of the next gen
eration of Restoration historians. 

That my writings bring anxiety and anger to the 
liberals is established by the fact that they have made 
calculated moves to stop or neutralize the influence 
of my efforts. When the fitting time arrives to set 
these matters forth in order, I plan to do so. 

3714lh Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 37215 
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Societal Changes and the Flight 
from Personal Responsibility · 

By Steve Springer 

-~ot usually viewed as a behavior model, the 
· book of .. Jonah provides· compelling testi-

mony regarding our behavior and how we 
both judge and refuse to accept responsibility. Soci
ety ~oday often attempts to flee the personal respon
sibilitY by institutionalizing the blaming concept be
havior .. ' 

We· blame auto makers for not providing safe 
enough cars when we have a· wreck, even though we 
were exceeding the speed limit. We blame the short
comings of our children on the school system which at 
best Is purely secular and devoid of Christian values. 
Even if we fail to attend church services we deny per
sonal responsibility - our parents were at fault for 
making us attend Sunday School when we were little. 

The retreat from responsibility is found through
out the Jonah method. This is evident in the first 
chapter of Jonah, verses 2 and 3. Although clearly 
stated for Jonah, the plan to preach to the sinners at 
Nineveh was rejected and he attempted to flee from 
the presence of the Lord. This running away from 
responsibility, which I refer to as the Jonah method, 
illustrates another way to avoid responsibility. This, 
of course,· is a different manner than Moses used 
when he offered excuses for not coming to the aid of 
Israel jn Exodus the 3rd chapter. · 

·Moses indicated roadblocks to the Lord and of
fered reasons for not participating, whereas Jonah 
offered no explanation. He simply fled to avoid re
sponsibility. This fleeing to avoid responsibility is so 
prevalent in our society that the story of Jonah be
comes a commentary on our behavior. 

,certainly the book of Jonah offers no reward or 
consolation to those who use the Jonah method. We 
quickly note in the first chapter how the storm ap
pears and the crew of the ship discovers that Jonah is 
~escaping from the Lord. No matter how hard the 
crew tried, they could not win a battle with the ele
'ments. Jonah knew he couldn't fight the Lord and the 
crew finally threw him overboard. 

The rest of the story shows submission to the 
Lord and a strong lesson on the value of human life. 
Jonah, in chapter 4, is angered over the gourd and 
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God teaches him the value of the people in Nineveh 
as contrasted to the value of a simple gourd. Jonah 
finds the loss of a gourd bothers him much more than 
the loss of human life and God points that out. 

Although separated in the book of Jonah, the ac
count of the great fish and the gourd illustrate the 
importance of God's Word. We are admonished by 
the Scriptures to perform certain tasks and we often 
fail to follow them through. We rebel against the 
Lord and perhaps use the Jonah method. We may 
even fail to recognize the importance of the task or 
tasks assigned. The gourd incident illustrated clearly 
the gravity of the task Jonah was to perform. 

Thousands of people, living within a city that was 
"an exceeding great city of three days journey" 
ijonah 3:3) would be given an opportunity to repent 
because of the work God had assigned Jonah. We too 
are provided numerous opportunities on a daily basis 
to offer service to the Lord; yet some choose toes
cape and run from the Lord and the tasks assigned. 
Perhaps now that we have established that the human 
condition may be one of escape from responsibility, it 
is wise to analyze some of the reasons individuals do 
seek escape. ~ . , 

There appears to be four central reasons why' in
dividuals flee responsibility. Some are too afraid to 
act. In essence, once a person commits to ·action, 
change must occur. Change can lead to stress and 
new challenges. Some people, even Christians, can
not deal with change. Therefore, it becomes easy to 
remain complacent, sitting in front of a television 
and making no effort to become a stronger ~~t.ian;------..___ _ 

Elders in Every Church 
A book discussing the application of· qualifications of 
elders. This text is appropriate for elders, deacons, 
men's training classes, adult classes, and prospective 
elders. . 

$5.00 per single copy (Includes s&h) - \ 
$4.00 per copy of 8 or more (Includes s&h) \ 

Bill Graddy 
##22 Sugar Creek 

No. Little Rock, Arkansas 72116 



Doing other things doesn't require that change of 
habits and beliefs. 

Certainly, Jonah exhibits the second point of be
ing too stubborn to do what is right. The last chapter 
illustrates Jonah's stubborn attitude toward preach
ing and taking care of people. His attitude toward 
things was much more positive than toward people. 
It took several incidents to teach him - how many 
does it take to teach us? Will being stubborn cost us 
our soul? 

Although difficult for some of us to grasp -
some people enjoy doing corrupt and evil things. The 
sins defined in Romans are commonplace and things 
some today would have no concern over. In fact, our 
political polls seem to indicate that the American 
people are not really concerned about the morality of 
their leaders as they once were. Perhaps we are re
peating many of the same mistakes Jonah was to 
point out to the people of Nineveh. 

We were once a nation dedicated to challenges. 

We wanted to be the best, be first, be a winner! Even 
as a body we wanted to know the Bible and be able to 
give account of our beliefs. Today we retreat from 
responsibility because it is too hard. 

Some followers of Christ found his teaching to 
be too difficult and they left him. People leave the 
church today because they see it as too restrictive 
and they cannot bring themselves to do what is right. 
People say they just can't attend services -too much 
to do. They complain that there is just not enough 
time to do the Lord's work. It seems there are just 
too many other things that do not require as much 
effort. I suppose going to heaven is too much effort. 

In retrospect, the Jonah method is a malady 
many face who are "playing church" every week. 
Fleeing responsibility and finding appropriate ex
cuses could be the motto of our current generation. 
Jonah is becoming more appropriate for reading and 
study each day. 3008 Bent Tree Dr. 

Schertz, TX 78154-3703 
lj: 

Pascal's Wager 
and Lukewarm Christians 

By Jerry Moffitt 

Within Pascars Thoughts- he was a French 
Mathematician and Philosopher around 
1623-1662- we find a famous passage 

which in philosophy has been called "Pascal's Wa
ger." We all may have used it or thought of it natu
rally. Basically it says, "If in doubt, bet on God for 
the sake of the consequences." Have you not heard, 
or even said yourself, something like this: "If we 
Christians are wrong we still have had a good life and 
face no consequences. If th~ atheist is wrong, look 
what he suffers eternally. So why not play it safe?" 

Pascal might put it in English something like this: 
"Let us weigh the gain and the loss in wagering that 
God is. Let us estimate these two chances. If you 
gain, you gain all; if you lose, you lose nothing. Wa
ger, then, without hesitation that He is. 

Surely regarding consequences the thought is 
valid. However, in its essential part, a Christian 
would never use the argument. It is an agnostic argu
ment, an argument made in some cases by one not 
completely convinced of God's existence. Or, in 

some cases it is used in a well-meaning way as a last 
resort to convince an unbeliever. Yet, could we really 
use it? Can one believe because one wants to believe 
and since the consequences are enormous? Don't we 
rather have a rational belief because the evidence 
around us removes all doubt (Psa. 53:1; Psa. 19:1-3; 
Rom. 1:20; Rom. 10:17)? Can we will that faith 
come and stupefy our doubts? No, that is not ratio
nal belief based on compelling evidence. It is more 
like "blind faith," of which those among the atheistic 
community who are ignorant accuse us of having. 

To tell the truth, I also don't like Pascal's wager 
because it profanes belief and truth. It makes them 
stakes in a game of chance. No matter that he has 
nothing to lose and all to gain, an unbeliever dares not 
willfully smother doubt because the consequences are 
great. Nor will a Christian ever stifle honest perusal of 
evidence because he wants to take the safe or smart 
course. As a Christian we believe because having seen 
the evidence we have to believe. God is so dearly seen 
all around us that we would be desperate liars or in 
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some kind of wicked denial if we said we doubted. Yes, 
and we can accept no less faith in those we evangelize. 
I would as soon try to convince a crab here on the Gulf 
Coast to walk straight forward instead of sideways as 
to tell someone who is lost to believe simply through 
desire, and worse, desire based merely on conse
quences and personal gain. No, I would rather see if 
his heart is honest and good (Luke 8: 15) by pointing 
out the evidence, by introducing him to the empty 
tomb, and as his mind is honest, allow him to see Him 
Who is invisible (He b. 11 :27). 

lukewarmness 
In view of the above, I cannot help but wonder if ev
ery Sunday morning at the worship hour a great part 
of the "audience" are present merely because they 
have accepted, without knowing it, Pascal's wager. 
Truly, if they could, and if they had a rational faith, 
they would not neglect any assembly (Heb. 10:25). 
They would attend Bible study and be present 
Wednesday night. They would read the Bible at 
home. They would labor in the work of the Lord (1 
Cor. 15:58). They would deny themselves (Mark 
8:34), take up a tortuous cross (Luke 14:27), and 
gladly suffer persecution (2 Tim. 3: 12). 
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No, these one-hour-a-week-if-it's-not-raining-or
not-the-superbowl Christians, I suspect, do not really 
have a rational faith. At best they have an anemic faith. 
It reminds me that there was a time my mother would 
warn me, "Jerry, you can swim just well enough to get 
yourself drowned." Unaware of it, some Christians 
have enough faith to salve their conscience, but not 
enough to save their soul. 

In many things moderation is good. A Dutch 
proverb says "Sheer the sheep; don't flay them!" We 
can enjoy moderation in food, and drink, and viewing 
television. But how can we hope to "strive to enter in 
by the narrow door" (Luke 13:24), if we beat back 
our zeal and say "henceforward shalt thou come but 
no farther!" 

The best Christians I know only hope to slip into 
heaven unseen, and then sit still and quiet, hoping to 
be unnoticed. May God through his providence and 
in his Word give all preachers some kind of inner, 
anxiety-causing complex that simply cannot suffer to 
see lukewarm Christians go to hell in a good humor. 
Then may we all, with boldness, preach accordingly. 

P.O. Box 1275 
Portland, TX 78374 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Staying with the Baggage 
By Irene C. Taylor 

After the battle with the Amalekites, some of 
David's men were of the mind to keep all the 
spoils of war for themselves . "Because they 

went not with us, we will not give them ought of the 
spoil that we have recovered, save to every man his 
wife and his children, that they may lead them away, 
and depart" (1 Sam. 30:22). Because these had gone 
into battle and the others had remained on the 
"home front" David's men felt they only were en
titled to the spoils. However, David wisely declared, 
"Ye shall not do so ... For who will hearken unto you 
in this matter? but as his part is that goeth down to 
the battle, so shall his Part be that tarrieth by the 
stuff: they shall part alike" (1 Sam. 30:23-24). 

There is a principle laid down here that is all too 
often forgotten. In any good work there are the up 
front doers and the behind-the-scene workers and 
supporters. Both are vital to the success of the ven
ture yet all too often the behind-the-scenes workers 
are not considered as part of the success. Those 
pushing for an expanded role for women in religion 
have played heavily on the precept that to be 
behind-the-scenes is to be prevented from utilizing 
one's talents. And too many have bought into the 
concept that we must be out front to use those tal
ents. When this obvious concept is decried, it is 
claimed that one has been misunderstood. 

Some preachers are guilty of following the con
cept that the out front workers are more important. 
We wives must be careful not to fan those fires! It has 
been observed that when veteran preachers are 
called upon often for lectureships and meetings, 
young preachers sometimes become upset. Some 
have even declared they would withhold support and 
refuse to attend lectureships because they have not 
been used as a speaker! They have lost sight of the 
fact that these veteran preachers were not so widely 
used when young. Confidence is built by years of ser
vice and experience. Has it never occurred to these 
young preachers that their attendance at the various 
lectureships and meetings might provide the contacts 
they need to be invited? 

It has been observed that sometimes our mission-

aries forget that were it not for 
those keeping the "baggage" at 
home they would not have the nec
essary support to continue their 
work? Those who choose to go to 
the various countries of the world 
are to be admired. However, it 
seems a shame that some disdain 
those who keep the home fires burning. The apathy 
on some home fronts presents anything but an easy 
work! Sometimes those behind are asked "When are 
you going to do your mission work?" as though the 
work being done counts for nothing. When health 
concerns are involved there is sometimes the insinu
ation that one's faith is not strong enough if one 
chooses to remain near medical facilities. 

There is work for all in the Lord's cause. Who is 
qualified to say that one work is important and an
other is insignificant? In the parable of the talents 
(Matthew 25: 14ff), the Lord did not stipulate the 
where and how that the talents were to be used, only 
that they be used for God's glory. 

Let's keep in mind that we are all to work to
gether in God's kingdom, not in competition to each 
other. Let's strive to respect and appreciate the work 
of another as well as trying to make effective our 
own efforts. Just as we are grateful for those willing 
and able to travel to the uttermost parts, so let us be 
grateful for those who "stay with the baggage." 
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Potpourri ••. 
P laudits keep rolling in - and we are humbled. 

Some readers wrote: "The great Buster 
Dob"s is working with an urgency - I 

wanted to say, vengeance, but that does not seem to 
fit. If I were a liberal, I'd be afraid to stoop over in 
front of him. The magazine gets better with each is
sue. I love him. He will turn the other cheek also ... 
God bless all of you. I enjoy your magazine so very 
much ... Please add me to your mailing list ... I appre
ciate anyone who will hold up for the truth ... En
closed is a subscription check in the amount of 
$176.00 for eleven names ... Am sending a subscrip
tion for a birthday gift ... The Firm Foundation is full 
of valuable information." That is a sample from our 
mailbag. Thank you one and all. 

Hey, look Me Over 
0 Rubel Shelly is reported to have worn what 

appeared to be a clerical collar when he appeared on 
WSMV, Channel4, Nashville, in an interview with 
Sharon Puckett. Somehow that reminds me of a Rob
ert Burns line: 

Snow-white stockin's on his legs, 
And silver buckles glancin'; 

A guid blue bonnet on his head -
And, oh, but he was handsome. 

It is also reported that the Sunday morning atten
dance at Woodmont Hills, where Rubel is the 
preacher, is down. 

The West End church in Nashville, where Jim Bill 
Mclnteer preached for many years and where he is the 
interim preacher while they are searching for a differ
ent man, announced in its bulletin (Aug. 4) that Rubel 
Shelly was scheduled to speak on Wednesday nights 
Aug. 7, 21, and 28 on "Seeking the Mind of Christ." 

"But all their works they do for to be seen of 
men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge 
the borders of their garments, and love the upper
most rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the syna
gogues." 

Cretinous 
0 Image magazine Guly/August 1996) ran an ar

ticle entitled, I Saw Jesus. The subtitle is, In Midland, 
Texas. A youth worker from Salt Lake City claims 
that Jesus rode up to their stalled church bus on a 
motorcycle and changed a tire for them. He was tat-
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tooed from head to foot and is described as having "a 
greasy ponytail." (Of course, people claim to see 
Jesus in the good deeds of others- but tattoos and 
greasy hair?) The youth worker, who wrote the ar
ticle, says that when invited to attend a worship ser
vice, Jesus said, "I can't. You see, on Sundays I go out 
on my hawg and preach to bikers - they need Jesus, 
man! I'm the biker preacher." 

Guess he forgot the command to "forsake not 
the assembling of ourselves ... " What can Denny be 
thinking? Don't you know that we have put away 
childish things? 

lilA 
0 Lee Whitfield in a letter dated September 11, 

1996 said: 
Equal treatment, in a public system controlled 
by secular humanist, will never occur. These 
lost souls hate everything we stand for and be
lieve! We have thrown our young to the wolves 
for at least tw.o generations. Should it come as 
any surprise that our attrition rate from the 
church during our children's high school and 
college years is stratospheric. It is a shameful 
and abysmal testimony to our inaction .... The 
Bible teaches us in Deuteronomy 6:4-9 how to 
raise our children and this has been supported 
by research data. A foundation of intact, loving 
families and Christian influence is the best pre
ventative measure we can take. 

Disney BoycoH 
G Walt Disney Company Touchstone is about to 

present an episode of "Ellen" in which the lead ac
tress is a lesbian. You may want to write or phone: 

American Broadcasting Co Inc . 
2040 Avenue of the Stars 
Los Angeles, CA 90067-4 703 
Phone: 310-557-7777 

Walt Disney Co 
500 North Buena Vista St. 
Burbank, CA 91505-3209 
Phone: 818-5690-1000 

Walt Disney Company Touchstone 
5 00 Park Ave. 
New York, NY 10022~ 1606 
Phone 2i2-735-5416 
(ABC is owned by Walt Disney Company.) 



Claude Guild Is Dead 
0 Claude Adrian Guild, minister of the gospel, 

missionary, and educator for over sixty years, passed 
away July 4, 1996, at his home in Redmond, OR. He 
began preaching while in High School and preaching 
became a lifelong passion, leading him to five conti
nents. 

Muslims Destroy Church Buildings 
0 More than 5,000 Muslims participated in ri

ots that left 10 Protestant church buildings damaged 
or destroyed in Suragbaya, the second largest town 
in Indonesia, on June 9, 1996. The intruders stole 
from the collection plates (Source: Christianity To
day, Sept. 16, 1996). 

ro Abort Nor Not to 4bort 
0 Peter Jones (World, Sept. 14, 1996) says, 

"With the phrase 'A woman and her God,' President 
Clinton revealed his own theology. He believes in a 
god who whispers to some that abortion is a slaugh
ter of the innocents while reassuring others, like ex
Surgeon General Jocelyn Elders, of its social ben
efits. Either the god behind these conflicting ethical 
systems is schizophrenic, or more than one god is 
speaking." Some denominational churches have 
turned to goddess worship and that brings in still an
other god element. Can some of our people be far 
behind? The one God of the Bible has an absolute 
standard of right and wrong and is not welcome in 
the postmodern womb of returning pagan gods and 
goddesses. The road is broad, except for those who 
hold to the scriptural view of God. 

Same Sex Marriages 
0 Earl Davis of Illinois sends a clipping from the 

Chicago Tribune (Sept. 18~ 1996) in which Linda 
Bowles presents a case against same sex marriages. 
She points out that the American Psychiatric Asso
ciation has changed and now says that homosexuality 
is not an emotional disorder "based on the incredible 
theory that it isn't what people do that is the problem 
but how they feel about it ... Guilt, not behavior, is 
the issue. Remove guilt, and voila! Your cured?" Psy
chiatry (and its handmaiden, psychology - a voodoo 
"science") legitimize sexual deviance. Ms. Bowles 
points out that nature seeks to preserve itself and 
then says, "If basic nature and genetic dictates were 
in full control of human behavior, there would be no 
homosexuality. Nature programs survival, not dead
end relationships. What could be more obvious?" 

Why would two men, or two women for that 

matter, want to marry each other? If they are living 
together in a caring, monogamous relationship, as 
they claim, what is the big deal about a marriage cer
tificate? The only reason behind it is taxes and insur
ance. Be sure that government sanction of same-sex 
marriages would cost the rest of us arms and legs. 
There is no practice more foul, dirty, and promiscu
ous than homosexual behavior, and it brings the pen
alty of sickness and early death. That, my friend, 
costs lots of money. Tax breaks for perverts will bur
den an already strained federal treasury. Taxpayers 
will end up subsidizing a lifestyle of which most dis
approve. 

Meanwhile, in Colorado, the Denver City Coun
cil approved an ordinance giving health benefits to 
partners of homosexual city employees, but only if 
the couple will swear they are in a "committed and 
exclusive relationship." Get ready for insurance 
costs to soar. Our real objection, however, is on 
moral grounds. "For this cause God gave them up 
unto vile affections: for even their women did change 
the natural use into that which is against nature: And 
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another; 
men with men working that which is unseemly, and 
receiving in themselves that recompense of their er
ror which was meet." 

By the way, the word "recompense" means "a re
ward given in compensation." Paul says that homo
sexuals receive a just payoff in the unhappiness that 
results from wallowing in filth. 

U.S. News & World Report (Oct. 7, 1996) says 
"Theories about why sex clubs are back vary as 
much as attitudes toward them. Some clients might 
be burned out from worrying about HIV, suggests 
New York City Health Commissioner Margaret 
Hamburg. 'They've been living their lives with the 
sword of Damocles over their head, and they've just 
had it.' Others may get a thrill out of risking infec
tion, Hamburg says. And customers who have just 
become sexually active might not know better. 'It 
may be that we haven't successfully reached the 
young adolescents (sic),' she says." 

"Far Gad Sa Laved tha Warld" 
A book of sermon outlines 

Speaking as the Oracles of God Lectureship 

$4.75 includes shipping and handling 

Eastside Church of Christ 
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December 1996 
Firm Foundation 23 



24 

30% 

25 

20 

Growth of Illegitimacy 
Share. of Total Births That Ate Illegitimate 

15 1-

10 

5 1-

1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 

Sourcea: U.S. Departmen! of Health and Human Services 
National Center for Health Statlstlc8 Reports 

Violent Crime in America: 1975-1994 

Crimes er 100.000 

800 

750 

700 

650 

800 

550 

500 

450 

1975 1980 1985 1990 

Source: U.S. Department of Justice Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Crime in the United States, 1994 

$350 

History of Total Welfare Spending 
Billions of Constant 1993 Dollars 

Source: Robert Rector anct William F. Lauber 
America's FaDed $5.4 Trillion Wsr on Povotty 1995 

December 1996 
Firm Foundarion 

Welfare and Morals 
0 It is dear that illegitimacy, welfare spending, 

and violent crime are increasing at the same rapid 
rate. It is a mistake for the government to pay money 
to 14-year-old girls on condition that they have chil
dren out of wedlock. Child abuse and neglect in the 
United States doubled between 1986 and 1993, in
creasing from an estimated 1.4 million annual cases 
to 2.8 million, according to a Sept. 18 Department of 
Health and Human Services study. These child abuse 
figures do not include abortion, which is the ultimate 
abuse of a baby. 

Hell House Kits 
G An Arvada, Colo., Assemblies of God church 

is selling kits to churches around the country. Buyers 
get a 263-page manual, a video of the Denver Hell 
House, and a tape or compact disc with sound ef
fects. The manual includes everything from a script 
to prop advice, including, "Do your very best to buy 
a meat product that will resemble as much as pos
sible pieces of a baby that are being placed in the 
glass bowl for all to see" (Christianity Today, Oct. 7, 
1996). Wonder if the meat should be dripping blood? 

Presbyterians 
0 Within the mainline Presbyterian Church 

U.S.A., the question of whether to tighten a ban on 
ordaining sexually active homosexuals is moving into 
the presbyteries. In July, the general assembly of the 
2. 7 million-member denomination, its highest gov
erning body, approved by at 313 to 236 vote a report 
that calls homosexual practice a sin and begins 
amending the denominations' constitution to clarify 
its position that active homosexuals should not serve 
as ministers, elders, or deacons." To become law, the 
amendment must be approved within a year by a ma
jority of the country's 172 presbyteries. 

It is wonderful that 23 6 voting members of the 
PCUS.Ns high council do not know that homosexual
ity is a sin. 

PK 
0 Frank Rich (The Des Moines Register, Sept. 

27, 1966) describes a Promise Keeper's meeting in 
Shea Stadium: "Some 35,000 standing, waving guys 
shouted their love to Jesus at a decibel level un
known even in Shea's occasional brushes with a pen
nant race. During a marathon rally of sermonizing, 
singing, and praying, the men repeatedly sobbed and 
hugged each other, or slapped high-fives while re
peating the chant, Thank God I'm a man!" 



Critics cite PK's anti-feminist call for men to 
"take back" power from women, its cult-like psy
chology and its authoritarian, military-modeled orga
nization, with its network of local cells. Rich said of 
the Shea Stadium episode, "Every music cue, crowd 
maneuver and sales pitch for PK paraphernalia is in
tegrated into the show with a split-second precision 
that suggest a Radio City religious pageant staged by 
George Patton. Uniformed female PK volunteers run 
the cash registers and supervise garbage collection at 
lunch." 

Max Iucado 
0 The Baptist General Convention of Texas re

cently presented its coveted 1996 Texas Baptist 
Communications Award to Max Lucado (Abilene 
Reporter-News, Sept. 28, 1966.) 

Hmmm - Lucado is probably the right guy to get 
a Baptist communication Award, considering what 
he communicates. Max, by the way, is going to be the 
lead guy at the Jubilee '97 shindig. 

Oak Hills Church of Christ, where Max does his 
Baptist communications, hosted a South Texas Billy 
Graham Crusade Information Seminar Oct. 21, 1996. 
A letter from Billy Graham says the seminar "will give 
you important information on how to become 
involved" in the South Texas Billy Graham Crusade. 

Max's latest book, In the Grip of Grace, gives a 
parable on the radical difference between God's 
mercy and a car insurance company's terminating a 
policy just when he needs it most - when he's h~d 
some accidents - to illustrate grace as an unde
served gift from God. Yep! That's Baptist communi
cation all right. 

More on Being Hoaesf 
0 Mercer University's (a Baptist school) Presi

dent R. Kirby Godsey's new book is titled, When We 
Talk About God, Let,s Be Honest. He explains "ev
eryone will eventually get to heaven. The Bible is not 
infallible." And "the notion that God is all powerful, 
the high and mighty principal of heaven and earth 
should be laid aside" (Atlantic journal Constitution, 
Sept. 15, 1996). 

The book says the same thing, in other words, 
about biblical infallibility as the infamous Osburn 
book, The Peaceable Kingdom. GocJsey wrote: "To 
ascribe infallibility to the written words of the Bible 
is wrong. God's light has not gone out. God is alive 
and speaking, and God's Word is not captive to his
tory .... The notion of the Bible's infallibility, instead 
of giving honor to the Bible, actually leads to a 

treacherous idolatry of the Bible. ... In the Christian 
faith, the Bible is not the focus of faith, Jesus is the 
focus of faith." Sounds a lot like some of the speak
ers at a Christian Scholar,s Conference. 

Paul said: 

Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God." As for me and my house, we will 
go with Paul, who also wrote: "All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in
struction in righteousness: That the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works. 

Ireland, Anyone? 
0 A letter from J. W. Dent says, "Irish congrega

tion of the Lord's church requires urgently an evan
gelist (who can raise his own financial support) to 
come and teach a small but enthusiastic group of the 
Lord's people. We are devoted to the Lord and to 
carrying out his commission. We have made mistakes 
in the past which we have corrected, but we have 
much more to learn. If you are able and willing, 
please come over and help us. Church of Christ, 7 4 
Earlswood Road, Belfast, Northern Ireland 
BT43DZ." ~ 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: I am taking a university course 
titled: The Bible as Literature. Our profes

sor teaches there is nothing prophetic or Messianic 
about Genesis 3:15. However, I have been taught 
from my youth that this passage has something to do 
with Jesus Christ. Which view is right? 

Answer: Genesis 3:15 is both prophetic and 
Messianic in its teaching. Traditionally, 

Genesis 3:15 has been viewed by Christians as the 
first word of promise - in a future prophetic sense 
-of man's deliverance from sin. 

In this verse, God speaking to Satan declares: 
''And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." 

This verse proclaims that this future confronta
tion is not an accident of history, but that God is the 
producer of putting enmity between Satan and the 
woman's seed. 

The prophesied hostile opposition was to charac
terize the relationship of the "seed" of Satan and the 
"seed" of the woman. The word translated "seed" is 
an interesting Hebrew word, and can be used to des
ignate an entire lineage of descendants, or it can be 
used to denote only one person out of a specific lin
eage. In Genesis 3: 15 that one seed, the Messiah, is 
from the line of woman (Isa. 7:14 ), as contrasted 
with the opposing seed which is the line of Satan's 
followers . These followers of Satan would include 
the Jewish religious leaders of Jesus' day (Matt. 3:7; 
Mark 7:6-7) . 

Genesis 3:15 is a direct prophecy of the virgin 
birth. 

Whi le this seed prediction could have been ful
filled in the first generation to be born, its consum
mation was, in the plan of God, co be realized only 
after ~t least four thousand years of human history. 
The lme of the seed was forecast and is traced faith
fully rhrough rhe genealogies recorded in the Bible. 

Special importance is attached to five men in this 
Messianic line: Abraham, to whom the promise of a 
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glorious seed was given (Gen. 12; 15; 17); Isaac, the 
firstborn of Abraham and Sarah, pointing toward the 
Messianic line; Jacob, the progenitor of the 12 tribes; 
Judah, the chosen of the twelve sons of]acob, through 
whom the Messiah was to come (Gen. 49:10); and 
David, to whom was covenanted an everlasting king
dom, an everlasting throne, and an everlasting kingly 
line (2 Sam. 7: 16; Psa. 89:2-37; Jer. 33:17). 

In this prediction, it was asserted that when 
Christ crushes Satan's head, Satan would also crush 
Christ's heel. This prediction relative to the crushing 
of Satan's head is an anticipation of that judgment 
which Christ secured against Satan .by means of His 
death on the cross (cf. John 16:11; Col. 2:14-15). 
When God declared that Satan's head would be 
crushed, that prediction was fulfilled perfectly in 
Christ given victory over sin and death. When God 
foretells that Satan will be cast into the lake of fire 
(Rev. 20:10), that, coo, will be perfectly accom
plished. 8900 Manchaca Rd. 

Austin, TX 78748-5399 
(joseph Meador is the director of the Southwest 

School of Bible Studies. Questions may be sent to him 
at the above address, or sent to the Firm Foundation J 

P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269-0192.) :q;. 
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1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. j. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (501) 932-4328. (407) 657-0657, To~y. !!l~iams, youth minister. 

- California -
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. . . . . . 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. 

Catlln&r~~·~~RIST 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9~ 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, • i2i6 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 Mai,; St~ Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). . .... 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho-
-Colorado- Jerome -.513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 

Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West a.'m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher. 

Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WjTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-
3866. 

Farmington- Sunny View Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hartley Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundati!''! ~cptreship • 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near W.P!'f~·. (513) 252-9444. 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D. C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, V.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 or 
739-0705. Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 

p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. ..... 
Metro-Denver Area 

Englewood Church of Christ 
4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Indiana-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott 
6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. Lowder, minister. 787-5814. 
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-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
PottStown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOt McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. jimmie B. Hill, minister. 
Memphis - Knight· A;n~id Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, ~!n}s!~r, (901) 366-0617. 
Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robemo~ ·county 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., 
between exitS 98 ;lnd 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles 
north of Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, 
evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, 
643-1021, 643-9404. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar B~y~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:ht~p.:/f'!'~b. wt.nerJ-dgal 
Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetw~d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Ch~;ch •of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whinen, 
preachers. 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs~~r~~c~er. 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell and 
Andy Dooley, minist~r.s· ••• 
Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. ..... 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Wayne Bla~e! ~~a~gelist. 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke Church of Christ, Rusk&: Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388, Lynn Blair, minister. 

Rosenberg - Graebe; R~d Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in English and Spanish.) 

San Antonio - She~~.:do~h Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio -North~~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg- ~~id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 
Hampton- Hampto~ ·ch~;ch of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (804) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Max Meadows - FC: Chi;;ell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~ mile S. 1-81 &: 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
cheyenne -High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30a.m., 5 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466. ..... 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 
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Bible Correspondence Course 
Sixteen Bible lessons written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each- $2.40 per set- plus shipping 
Answer sheets Included free upon request. 
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To order call 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the lessons and bill you. 



CLASSIFIED 
shipping & handling. Multiple orders sent and 
bi lled. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 
38340. We also buy religious books and libraries. Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 

preachers seeking work o r congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Founda
tion, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. C lassified and d isplay ads 
mus\ b e received 6 weeks prior to the d esire d month of publication. Ads must b e 
cance led by the first of the month to ovoid being charged for the following month. 

Shenandoah Lectures hip Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven a11d Hell? (1994)- $17.50 
A Ha11dbook on Bible Tra11slatio11s (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-
2504, {2 10) 696-5532. 

Preachers Wanted 
Preacher wanted: Membership 125. Send rtsumc 
to Winfie ld Church of Christ, P.O. Box 528, 
Winfield, KS 67156 

Minister wanted: Small country congregation of 
approximately 35-40 members, seeking a sound, 
conservative, retired minister. Must have partial 
support. Contact William L. Hettick (601) 289-
7536 afte r 6:00 p.m. or weekends, for the Nile 
Church of Christ, RT 7, Box 182·AB, Carthage, 
Mississippi 290051. 

The Mayfair Church of Christ in Huntsville, AL 
is seek ing an experienced evange list/preacher/ 
teacher to assist us in our efforts to encourage, 
strengthen, and mature the church in Biysk Siberia 
(Russia). Biysk is a city of 350,000 lo-cated in 
the Altai region of south centra l Siberia ncar the 
Mongolian border. The church was establ ished 
in june of 1994. If you have the desire and arc 
willing to consider spending at least on year in 
Russia, please contact Ken Newlin at (205) 882· 
2979 or via E-mail at knewlin697@aol.com. 

Retired conserva ti ve preacher needed fo r 
congregation of approx. 25. Call or write: Ed 
Spomer, P.O. Box 5665, Cheyenne WY 82003. 
(307) 634·3027 

Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 450 
members in South Georgia, very active in World 
Missions, and local church program seeks a man 
to· work in a multiple role with our Family Life 
Groups, Young Si ngles, and Youth. Must be a 
self-start e r, and sound in the Faith. Sa lary 
negotiable. Send resume, references, and video 
or audio tape to elders, Forrest Park Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 233 1, Valdosta, Georgia 3 1604. 

Minister wa nted for fully se lf-suppor ting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Sa la ry based o n experience and 
education. Available by Oct. I. Send resume and 
video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and inrro 
of fami ly) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 
Troy Rd., Co llinsv ille, IL 62234. (6 18) 667-
6708. 

Mid-Missouri congregation, 60 members, self· 
supporting, seek ing conservative gospel preacher. 
Please send resume to T ruman Road Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 29, Higginsville, MO 64037. 

West Texas congregation of approximately 300 
families seeks an experienced pulpit minister. 
Please send resume to C. A. Pricha rd, Chairman, 
Search Committee, 600 N.W. 16th, Andrews, TX 
797 14. Fax (9 t5) 523·6448. 

Birdwell's Chapel Church of Christ seeking a 
sound gospel preacher. Contact Barry Jarvis (615) 
452·7859 or Allen Butler (615) 325-2664. 

Preacher needed for Eunice, LA (pop. 15,000). 
Small congregation (attendance 15·20). Can 
furn ish 3·BR house and $500 per month support. 
Looking for a retired person or someone who 
can work in addition to church work. Contact 

Elders P.O. Box 417, DeQuincy, LA 70633. 
{3 18) 786-2083 

Central California congregation in Bakersfield is 
seeking full-time minister who is committed to 
personal work and growth. Musr be doctrinally 
sound and e ne rgetic; experience desired. 
Compensation negotiable. Congregation of 130 
has large, modern facility. Please send audio and 
video-taped sermons and persona l references 
from churches to Elders, Oildale Church of Christ, 
2912 N. Chester, Bakersfield, CA 93308, or call 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active cong regation. 40 17 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

Larry Mixon (805) 327-2054 8:00 am. to 5:00 Kiev Bib le School: training Ch r istian men 
p.m. Pacific Standard Time. of former Soviet Union to preach Christ since 

1992. 3-ycar program. Low cost. No tuition. 
Established congregation of 225 members seeking Classes for women. Jim Waldron, director. Write 
an experienced, biblica ll y sound full-time P.O. Box 17 1 Kiev, 252 001, Ukraine. E-mail: 
preacher/minister. Congregation is very involved roger@campbell.hkpi.kiev.ua. Phone: 011-380-
in missions. Present minister is leaving for work 44-555-7853. stateside: (770) 939-0494. New 
in Indonesia. Send resume, rcferences, and/or class, Jan. 6, 1997. 
video/audio tapes to Lincoln Church of Christ, -------------------
1307 Meridia n Street, Huntsvi lle, AL 3580 I. Please send us you r used Bibles, books, song 
Phone calls: T ommy Dozicr, 205·534·9818 or books, and communion sets you no longer need, 
Colin McKee, 205·536-7211. E·Mai l at and we will sh ip them to preachers and 
mckce@hiwaay.nct . missionaries overseas. Central Church of Christ, 

Preachers Available 
Preacher, 36, married, desires to reloca t e. 
G raduate of East Tennessee School of Preaching 
and Missions. For resu me (413) 774-5090 or 
Forrest Jackson, P.O. Box 322, Greenfield, Mass. 
01302 

For Sale 
Large nu mber of brotherhood books for sale; 
good prices. Write for list of books to Shawn 
Gott; 2414 Oakbrook, j onesboro, AR 72401, 
{50 I) 972-0533. 

C hurch b ulletins bound in hardcover S 15.00. 
1-800·4-WINNCO or WINNCO I@AOL.COM 

POWER Lectu reship Books: The Two Cove11ants 
(1996 Lectureship). The Maior Prophets ( 1995). 
?11e Mi110r Prophets ( 1990). The T'ro1Jide11ce of God 
( 1989). Order from Southaven Church of Chrisr, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671·0 128. (60 I) 
393-2690. Each book S 15.00 plus S2.00 

P.O. Box 967, 907 Third Ave., Gadsden, AL 
35902 

Preaching studenr in need of support. Wi ll 
graduate from SW School of Bible Studies in 
Austin in 1997. Going to Tenn. Bible College in 
Cookeville. Am committed to preaching full time. 
Contact Mel Hunler, Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, 8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, TX 78748 
(512) 282-2438. 

Missionary, South America - fami ly looking for 
support in Latin America. Long·time experience 
in Latin Ame r. & Europe. Fluent in Spanish. 
Chu rch planting, pulpit work, personal 
evangelism. Available. W ri te to Missions 
Ministry, P.O. Box 655, G raton, CA 95444. 

Miss ionary needs suppor t. Experienced 
missionary needs add itional support S 1,500 
monthly. You may take over any amounr. Already 
on field. Write to HJD, P.O. Box 48, A-2380 
Perchto ldsdorf, Aust ria , Europe. Supervising 
congregation: Park Heights Church of Christ, 
Hamilton, TX 7653 I. 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or 

refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a 
matter of policy. We try to be prudent. though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap· 
pearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted fo r approval. Thank you! 
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THE NEW 
~IDlE 016En I~ 
NOW HVRilRBlE 
The BIBLE DIGEST, originally compiled by 

A.C. Stone and Audrey Stone in the 1950's, 
has now been revised by Mary Stone Myers, 
Clifton "Bud" Hales, and Kippy Myers. 

By reading only the red words, you still get an 
overview of the entire Bible story from Creation to 
the death of Jesus an d the build ing of His Church. 

We have added Historical Notes, which show how 
Bible events correspond to World History, and, 
instead of review, we have used the last chapter to 
address the "Walk in Newness of Life." 

The New Bible Digest assembles Scriptures on topics 
such as abortion, adultery, drunkenness, dishonesty, 
divorce, homosexuality, false teachers, heaven, hell, 
the wrath of God, evil companions, and other timely 
issues. 

240 pages in soft back 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 

Send no money now -
we will invoice you for 
$10 ea. plus shipping. 
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(817) 481-3518 • (817) 481-4593 FAX 
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Dodrinal Preaching 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

Doctrine is a word that has fallen on hard 
times. It has become a "loaded" word, pro
nounced with a sneer. It is associated with 

authoritarianism and legalism, labels designed to pro
duce prejudiced conclusions without thinking and 
without evidence. Doctrine smacks of right or wrong 
and true or false, unacceptable concepts in this 
postmodern relativistic age. Thus, doctrinal preach
ing, always difficult, is now disdained and despised. 

Doctrinal preaching is as important as any type of 
preaching. Doctrinal preaching was essential to the 
establishment of the church, the perpetuation of the 
church, the well-being of the church, and the growth 
of the church. Even if there were no biblical support 
for the importance of doctrinal preaching, there is 
common-sense support. It is incontestable that mem
bership in mainline denominations declined concomi
tantly with their decline in doctrinal preaching. 

The experience of the church of Christ is no dif
ferent. While gimmicks and gags may stem or reverse 
the flow for a while, the world will reject and mem
bers will forsake the church when they learn, as they 
will, that feelings provide only temporary respite and 
entertainment has no food for the soul. Psychologists 
and sociologists speak with greater worldly wisdom 
than preachers untrained in those disciplines. Politi
cians speak with greater insight into worldly affairs, 
and stockbrokers give better financial advice than 
evangelists. 

The. church has something to say that no one else 
can say, and it must say it. 

And I, brethren, when I came unto you, came 
not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I 
determined not to know anyth ing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was 
with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling. And my speech and my preaching 
were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that 
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God (1 Cor. 2: 1-5). 

Some ears and minds will close at this point, de
claring that it must be the hearer's fault if the gospel 
message is dull. The preacher, however, should first 
examine himself. Some preachers, like some cooks, 
can take the best of recipes and produce the inedible. 
Some preachers have wrongly concluded that "re
prove, rebuke, and exhort" really means "skin, salt, 
and shame." 

Because doctrinal preaching is difficult to pre
pare and present, it is often rigid and dull 
rather than dynamic and edifying. Can doc

trinal preaching be interesting? Arresting? Edifying? 
Can hearers barraged with dull doctrinal sermons be 
reclaimed? Absolutely! The preacher must remem
ber that doctrinal preaching and practical preaching 
are not mutually exclusive approaches between 
which he must choose. Conflict between the doctri
nal and the practical is appropriate only, if ever, in 
the esoteric ivory towers of biblical scholars and sys
tematic theologians. Conflict between the doctrinal 
and the practical in the pulpit is disastrous. 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

A Funny Thing Happened 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Latin word inanis means empty, lack
ing sense. From inanis we get our English 
word inane, as in an inane comment. 

Occasionally a statement or idea is so foolish 
that it would make us laugh out loud, if it were 
not impolite to belly-laugh at a ridiculous pro
posal. We restrain ourselves and attempt to dis
cuss the matter we have in mind with a straight 
face. 

The Bible teaches we are to salute one another with a holy 
kiss. Members of the church do not generally practice the holy 
kiss. Therefore, we are told, it is okay to use instruments in mak
ing music in praise and worship of God. 

If you can figure that one out, "You're a better man than I am, 
Gunga Din!" 

May as well say: The Bible tells us to salute one another with a 
holy kiss. We don't do that. So, it is biblically correct to sprinkle 
water on babies, or burn incense in worship of God, or scatter 
holy water, or worship the virgin Mary. 

The sense and the logic of the argument escapes me. If anyone 
can explain to me the connection between a failure to give each 
other a holy kiss and playing the piano, I will be much obliged. 

Still, solemn-eyed men with swelling academic attainments in
sist that since the holy kiss is omitted it is right and proper to beat 
the bongos in honor of man's Maker. So, let's take another look at 
the holy kiss. 

Five times in the Bible we are told to salute, or greet, one an
other with a holy kiss (Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12 
and 1 Thess. 5:26; 1 Pet. 5:14). In none of these places is the holy 
kiss used in connection with worship. It is a salute or greeting. 

If anyone thinks the holy kiss is necessary to the restoration of 
New Testament Christianity, let him advocate it and make his ar
gument. The rest of us will listen politely and respond if needed. 
My point is that those who claim the holy kiss is an essential part 
of the Christian religion do not themselves practice it, nor do they 
insist that the balance of us do so. 

There are an out-on-the-fringe few who say that the holy kiss 
was a part of New Testament worship - they call it a part of the 
litany of the early church, but they do not cite book, chapter and 
verse - nor can they. 

It is true as Vine says: 
A kiss was a token of Christian brotherhood, whether by way 



of welcome or farewell, "a holy kiss," (Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 
16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; 1 Thess. 5:26), 'holy' (hagios), as free 
from anything inconsistent with their calling as saints; 'a kiss of 
love,' (1 Pet. 5: 14 ). There was to be an absence of formality 
and hypocrisy, a freedom from prejudice arising from social 
distinctions, from discrimination against the poor, from partial
ity towards the well-to-do. In the churches masters and ser
vants would thus salute one another without any attitude of 
condescension on the one part or disrespect on the other. 

Those who say the holy kiss was a part of the worship of the 
early church should show us where it was celebrated, when it was 
done, by whom it was given and by whom received, and how often 
it was practiced. If it was a part of first-century worship, like the 
Lord's Supper, we should be given this information in the Bible. 
We will be happy to show these things in connection with all other 
items of worship (though some may disagree), but who is bold 
enough to assert any of this in connection with the holy kiss. 

It was not until the 4'h century that any mention was made of 
the holy kiss as a part of the liturgy of professing Christians. There 
was no hint of the holy kiss as an act of worship in the New Testa
ment, nor was it done until three hundred years after the cross. 
Too bad for the cultural argument. 

The holy kiss in the first century was like the practice of fast
ing. It was allowed, but not required. Some in the first century 
practiced fasting but it was not necessary for all to do so. We know 
this is true because had fasting been a necessity the time, place, 
and manner would have been specified. This is also true of the 
holy kiss. 

The "reasoning" of those who attempt to parallel the holy kiss 
and music in worship runs something like this: the holy kiss was 
cultural and non-use of instrumental music was cultural: culture 
changes: therefore· neither the holy kiss nor non-use of instru
ments in worship of God is to be observed in a changed-culture. If 
I am missing something, please point it out to me. 

The critical question is: What was the practice of first-century 
culture concerning instrumental music in worship or in society in 
general? Whoever cares to argue that the non-use of instrumental 
music in worship was the product of the culture of the time must 
furnish proof for the assertion. 

Culture means "the totality of socially transmitted behavior 
patterns, arts, beliefs, institutions, and all other products of hu
man work and thought; these patterns, traits, and products con
sidered as the expression of a particular period, class, community, 
or population." 

All we lack is for some scholar to demonstrate that the non
use of instrumental music in worship was the pattern, art, belief 
and behavior of the first century. The simple truth is that instru
ments of music were used in the Jewish temple and in idol shrines 
in the first century. The culture of the time included instruments in 
worship, and did not exclude them, except for the church. If the 
holy kiss was practiced because it was the custom of the time, then 
it would follow that instruments should also be used because it 
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was done in the common worship of that day (again, 
except for the church). 

Since the practice of first-century Jews and pa
gans was the use of instruments in worship, someone 
will have to discover why the church did not use 
trumpet, horn, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dul
cimer, seeing these were in vogue with Jews and 
Gentiles. Non-use of instruments in worship would 
.have been counter-cultural and not cultural. 

The command of the New Testament is to "sing" 
(Eph. 5:16-17; Col. 3:16-17; 1 Cor. 14:15) and sing
'ing was the exclusive practice of the church in the 
beginning of the gospel. It was not until the 7th cen
tury that instrumental music was introduced and 
even then it was strenuously opposed and did not re
ally become a fad until the 17th century. 

Washing feet and the holy kiss may have been 
cultural 2,000 years ago, but that is distinctly not the 
case with non-use of instrumental music in worship. 
The cultural argument in support of a brass band in 
worship is leaky and will not hold water. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Dodrinal Preaching 
(continued from page 1) 

All doctrinal teaching must have practical appli
cation. Romans chapters 1 to 11 is "heavy" doctrine; 
Romans chapters 12 to 16 is practical application of 
that doctrine. 1 Corinthians 15: 1-57 proclaims the 
doctrine of the resurrection; 1 Corinthians 15:58 is 
the practical application of that doctrine. 

Paul's example here and elsewhere establishes 
that doctrinal preaching is never complete until the 
practical application has been made. The purpose of 
doctrinal preaching should never be to dispense in
formation or, worse yet, showcase the oratory or in
telligence of the preacher. To apply doctrine, the 
preacher must be as good a student of the congrega
tion and human nature as he is of the Word. Then he 
can bring the doctrine of the Lord to bear upon the 
soul of the hearer in a manner that moves the soul to 
God. 

10880 Memorial 
Houston, TX 77024 

Email address: 102343.1 74@compuserve.com 
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With Apologies 

Because of technical difficulties 
beyond our control, the Firm Founda
tion has elected to delay publication 
of the CD Rom containing all back 
issue of the paper. We regret the 
necessity of making this announce
ment. 

The technology for producing ar
chives on CD Rom changes often -
we sometime think it changes daily if 
not hourly. We have delayed and 
delayed in the hope of being able to 
have a proficient and professional 
production. 

We have just been told that if we want 
the best, we need to wait a little 
longer for the scanning and optical 
character recognition process to 
catch up with our needs. Also the field 
is rapidly changing in the area of 
storage capacity. 

We thought it would be unfair to the 
users of the product to put in your 
hands something that would signifi
cantly change within a short while. 
Our desire to treat the customer the 
way a customer deserves to be 
treated has make this painful decision 
necessary. 



Predestination and Eledion 
By Jerry C. Brewer 

John Calvin claimed man was "created to that 
misery to which he is subject" and "the neces
sity of sinning is laid upon the reprobate by the 

ordination of God." Uohn McClintock and James 
Strong, Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological and 
Ecclesiastical Literature, Vol. II, p. 43 ). Divesting 
man of free will and perverting the biblical concept 
of grace with its twisted theories of predestination 
and election, Calvin's theology renders man a mind
less entity in the hands of a sadistic God: 

But election is the immutable purpose of God, 
by which, before the foundations of the world 
were laid, he chose, out of the whole human 
race, fallen by their own fault from their prime
val integrity into sin and destruction, according 
to the most free pleasure of his own will, and 
of mere grace, a certain number of men, nei
ther better nor worthier than others, but lying 
in the same misery with the rest, to salvation in 
Christ, whom he had, even from eternity, con
stituted Mediator and head of all the elect, and 
the foundation of all salvation; and therefore 
he decreed to give them unto him to be saved, 
and effectually call and draw them into com
munion with him by his word and Spirit. . .. 
Moreover, holy Scripture •.• doth testify all 
men not to be elected; but that some are non
elect, or passed by in the eternal election of 
God, whom truly God, from most free, just, 
irreprehensible, and immutable good pleasure, 
decreed to leave in the common misery ... and 
not to bestow on them living faith, and the 
grace of conversion; but having been left in 
their own ways, and under just judgment, at 
length, not only on account of their unbelief, 
but also of all their other sins, to condemn and 
eternally punish them to the manifestation of 
his own justice Uohn McClintock and james 
Strong, Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological and 
Ecclesiastical Literature, Vol. II, p. 44) 

Expressed as "grace only" by the sectarian world 
and some of our own brethren, salvation by mere 
grace springs from false premises- Calvin's doc
trines of deterministic fatalism which he called pre
destination and election. 

Calvinistic election is attributed to God's arbi
trary predestination of individuals. While the Bible 
teaches the children of God are the elect (1 Peter 
2:9), it,:speaks of a class of persons, not individuals. 

Calvinism says the elect are those who were indi
vidually selected to salvation (a certain number) and 
the non-elect are those eternally condemned indi
viduals, both of whom were predestined to those 
ends before the world began. Predestination and 
election are biblical terms, but Calvin perverted 
them in formulating his doctrine. Electing individuals 
to salvation, before the world began, God thereby 
predestined certain persons to salvation and others 
to damnation, according to Calvin. Holding that 
God's grace is only for the elect, Calvinism says cer
tain individuals were arbitrarily chosen as recipients 
of it. Biblical predestination is concerned not with 
individuals, but the locus of salvation for election of 
a certain class of persons. That's the thrust of Paul's 
teaching in Eph. 1:3-11. 

• All spiritual blessings are in Christ (v. 3 ). 
·We are chosen in Christ (v. 4). 
• Our adoption as God's children was predes

tined through Christ (v. 5). 
·Our acceptance is in Christ (v. 6). 
• Our Redemption through his blood is in Christ 

(v. 7). 
• God purposed that all should be one in Christ 

(vv. 9-10). 
• Our inheritance as God's children was predes

tined in Christ (v. 11). 
As God predestined creatures with gills to life in 

water, so those in Christ were predestined to eternal 
life in him. God does not choose who will enter 
Christ, but says that all who do are classified as his 
elect. A creature of free will, man chooses to obey or 
disobey God and when he chooses God, he is thereby 
elected to salvation in Christ Jesus. God's elect is 
constituted of all who decide to enter Christ and that 
is done by obedience to the gospel (Rom. 6:3-6). 
That is salvation by "grace through faith" (Eph. 2:8). 
God's grace provides salvation and man's faith ap
propriates that blessing. 

God has allowed men liberty and free will to 
choose between good and evil. Some will 
choose evil and cause the ruin of others; the 
necessity is in the obstinacy of men and not in 
the decrees of God .... God does not slay men, 
nor deprive them of their free nature, nor limit 
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its natural free action in its allotted range, in 
order to prevent men from sinning. It is a fun
damental law of man's nature that his character 
shall have full scope freely to develop itself; 
hence responsibility can justly exist, penalty can 
be justified, and rewards can be bestowed (H. 
Leo Boles, New Testament Commentaries, Gos
pel Advocate Co., Matthew, pp. 370-371). 

God's grace has been provided in Christ, not in 
some arbitrary decree of God to save and condemn 
"a certain number" of individuals before the world 
began. Denying the grace of God to the non-elect, 
Calvinism circumscribes it and contradicts Paul's in
spi~:ed teaching on its universality. 

For the grace of God, that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, de
nying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniq
uity, and purify unto hi mself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works (Titus 2 :1 1-14). 

618 N. Santa Fe 
Clinton, OK 73601 
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A "total approach" to world evangelism -

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
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• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman, Paul Kidwell Sr. 
(formerly of "Seed Sowing'), and Jim Tittle 

• Literature and Campaigns: Ed Crookshank 
and Rod Rutherford 

• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 

• Bible Questions : David Amos and Roy J. Hearn 
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Halfway 
to Jerusalem 

By Frank Chesser 

J ehoram was the ninth king to wield the scepter 
over the northern kingdom of Israel. His par
ents, Ahab and Jezebel, had saturated the na

tion with the worship of Baal. Refusing to match 
their excess in sin, J ehoram removed Baalism as the 
state religion. "Nevertheless, he cleaved unto the 
sins of Jereboam the son of Nebat which made Israel 
to sin; he departed not therefrom" (2 Kings 3:3). He 
removed one evil, but retained the other. Tragically, 
he only returned halfway to Jerusalem. 

The Roman ecclesiastical system is a humanly 
devised religion. No institution has done more to 
blind the minds of men to the simplicity of New Tes
tament Christianity. The Protestant Reformation was 
an effort to move back in the direction of Jerusalem. 
Lamentably, they never made it. Reformation is only 
halfway between corruption and restoration. 

Jerusalem symbolizes purity in faith and prac
tice. "For the law shall go forth of Zion, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (M icah 4:2). 
Jerusalem marked the commencement point of the 
proclamation of repentance and remission of sins in 
the name of Christ (Luke 24:47). The apostles were 
to bear witness of the risen Christ first in Jerusalem 
(Acts 1:8). Thus, by divine decree, New Testament 
Christianity was inaugurated in Jerusalem (Acts 2). 

There is "one body" (Eph. 4:4). That body is the 
church (Eph. 1:22-23). The gospel is God's only 
power to save (Rom. 1:16). Those who go to their 
grave withou t obeying the gospel, go into eternity 
withou t hope (2 Thess. 1:7-9). There are as many 
saved people outside the church as there are saved 
people who have never contacted the blood of Christ 
by obeying the gospel of Christ. 

Catholicism and denominationalism are monu
mental evils. They are mind-blinding obstructions on 
the road back to Jerusalem. May we never be satis
fied with anything less than the old Jerusalem gospel 
and the church it produces. 

6273 Sycamore Dr. 
Montgomery, AL 3 611 7 
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Cope-ing in Abilene 
By Lindell Mitchell 

l sermon ~elivered by Mike Cope at the Fifth 
and H1ghland Church of Christ in Abilene 
(April 21, 1996) has come to my notice. The 

sermon is a call to apostasy. Mike has been leading 
the way to denominational error for a long time. 
. As co-editor of Wineskins brother Cope pub

hshed Andre Resner's vulgar article characterizing 
the Lord's mother as "another sexually questionable 
woman." In the April1993 issue of Wineskins Cope 
wrote an especially shameful piece entitled "Cheers: 
A Minister's Fantasy Ending." This was shocking be
cause Cheers glamorized illicit sex and perversity 
from its debut in 1983 through the final episode in 
1993. 

Apparently the Fifth and Highland elders (in
cluding Royce Money, president of ACU; Randy 
Becton and Glen Owen, of the Herald of Truth) ap
prove brother Cope's writing and sermonizing. 

Brother Cope, in his sermon, called for open fel
lowship with denominational bodies. He confessed 
to entertaining a simplistic view of church history as 
a teenager. He says as a child he thought the church 
was established in the first century, went into apos
tasy and was later restored. He chuckles now at his 
youthful naivete, but does not trouble himself to give 
his present view of church history. Mike commented, 
"Now I can't conceive of having believed that." 

Mike reported that two things led him to enlight
enment regarding the propriety of having fellowship 
with denominational false teachers. First, was at
tending Harding University. He specifically credited 
Professor Jimmy Allen's class on the book of Romans 
with helping him see the light concerning the need to 
be in fellowship with denominations. 

Second, Cope encountered another problem 
with his "simplistic" view of church history. He says 
it was his exposure to other people. Mike said: 

You see, if you want to believe that you are the 
only Christians, you have to be very careful 
about whom you expose yourself to. It's best to 
go hide in caves, like one group did in the first 
century. If you hide in caves and don't get 
around anybody else then you can hold to that 
belief - that we are the only ones. But what 
are you going to do with all the wonderful 

Spirit-filled, Jesus-like, prayerful believers who 
~on't ~o to church where we go, weren't bap
tized hke we were baptized, and whose doc
trine doesn't line up exactly like ours. That was 
a crisis for me. 

While experiencing this crisis of faith, Mike read 
church history and found that denominational 
people were in many instances dedicated, noble, and 
brave. He learned that they prayed and wrote books 
on ?rayer. Mike then began to notice who was having 
an 1mpact on him. He said Billy Graham was first and 
foremost followed by Richard Foster, Tony 
Campolo, and John Stott (these men are denomina
tional false teachers). Mike said that John Stott was 
the biggest problem of all for him. He said, "As I read 
more and more works by this Anglican preacher ... I 
was a John Stott wannabe." 

The opportunity arose for brother Cope to at
tend a gathering where he could spend three days in 
close proximity with Mr. Stott. Based on three days 
of association, Mike declared Stott to be a man of 

[u]tter holiness. A man in whom the Spirit was 
powerful. A man of prayer. And yet, on the 
other hand, a man who didn't share my under
standing of baptism. Full of God's Word, full of 
God's Spirit. And yet ... I just didn't know what 
to do with it. 

"Then one day it hit me," said Cope, "I needed to 
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come clean on this. Because I believe these are God's 
people, even though they are not part of my little 
bunch .... And, it hit me, unity can't come by unifor
mity." 

central tenants of Christianity are essential. Accord
ing to Cope "if somebody said 'I don't believe that 
Jesus Christ really came in the flesh,' that's a biggie." 
Mike forget to tell us how to tell the difference be
tween "biggies" and "littlellies." Cope says the heavy influence of Billy Graham, 

Richard Foster, Tony Campolo, James Dobson, and 
John Stott confused him at first. Ultimately it led him 
to embrace them as brothers in Christ. Mike ignores 
their denominational error because he decided they 
are full of God's Spirit. 

The Bible paints a different picture. Jesus said 
those who love him keep his commandments a ohn 
14:15). He claims friendship with those who are 
careful to observe his commandments Oohn 15:14). 
He said that the love of God consists of keeping his 
commandments which are not burdensome (1 John 
5:2). The Lord's friends do not qualify his command
ments as "biggies" and "non-biggies." . 

The Bible says that not all who profess faith are 
accepted. In fact, many who claim to do great signs 
and wonders will be rejected. Only those who heed 
the words of Christ will be saved (Matt. 7:21-23). "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 

spirits whether they are of God; because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world" (1 John 4: 1). 

Cope must recall that Satan and his disciples 
regularly present themselves as angels of light (2 Cor. 
11: 14-15). Frolicking with false-teachers at a prayer
breakfast or a Promise Keepers rally does not vali
date their teaching. 

P.O. Box 411 
Livingston, TX 77351 

(For a free printed copy of Mike Cope's April 21 
sermon, write to: Firm Foundation, P.O. Box 
690192, Houston, TX 77269.) ~ 

Brother Cope says brethren need not overly con
cern themselves with "every little matter," only the 
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"Into What Were YOU Baptized?" 
Friday, April 4 
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Fellowship upstairs 
Saturday, April 5 
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2:30 p.m ......................................... Baptism and Unrepented Sin ........................................................... Jay Yeager 
3:30 p.m ......................................... Baptism In the Holy Spirit ................................................................ Ron Cosby 

Supper break-on your own 
Sunday, April& 

9:30a.m ......................................... ABaptismofSuffering ................................................................... LarryYarber 
10:30 a.m ......................................... The Christian Church and Baptism ............................................. Jack Williams 

Dinner break-on your own 

1:30 p.m ......................................... Question/Answer Panel ............................................ Williams, Yeager, Yarber 
2:30 p.m ......................................... Into What Were You Baptized? ...................................................... Ron Cosby 

Lee & Walnut Church of Christ • Sapulpa, Oklahoma 

All lectures to be audio and video taped. • For housing information, call (918) 2024 or 224·4376. 
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Partial-birth Infanticide 
By Bill Lockwood 

The political progeny of abortion as pointed 
out by James Thornton: 
Serious violations of moral law carry not only 
penalties of a spiritual nature, but have ramifi-
cations that directly touch men and the larger 
community in the natural world. One cannot 
enjoy freedom unless one first understands re
sponsibility; one cannot enjoy a measure of 
abundance unless one knows that its continued 
existence requires restraint and moderation; 
one cannot expect one's rights to life and lib
erty to be protected and preserved if one is 
willing to allow government to preempt pre
rogatives belonging solely to God (The New 
American, Apr. 15, 1996). 

Murder is the deliberate taking of innocent hu
man life. "Thou shalt not murder" (Ex. 20:13). 
"Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be sh~d: for in the image of God made he man" 
(Gen. 9:6). "These six things doth the Lord hate, yea, 
seven are an abomination to him ... hands that shed 
innocent blood" (Prov. 6:16-17). 

Note carefully that which is in the womb is hu
man life according to the Bible. "For thou didst form 
my inward parts: Thou didst cover me in my 
mother's womb ... My frame was not hidden from 
thee, When I was made in secret" (Psa. 139:15). 

Charles Wordsworth commented upon Psalm 
139:15: 

The whole image and train of thought is one of 
striking beauty. We see the wonderful work of 
the human body, with all its complex tissue of 
bones, and joints, and nerves, and veins and ar
teries growing up, and fashioned, as it had 
been a piece of rich and curious embroidery 
under the hand of the manufacturer. But it is 
not the work itself that we are now called on to 
admire. The contexture is indeed fearful and 
wonderful; but how much more when we re
flect what the divine Artificer wrought within 
the dark and narrow confines of the womb 
(Quoted by Charles Spurgeon, The Treasury of 
David, vol. 3). 

Medical science agrees with the Bible on this 
point. Dr. Paul A. Byrne of St. Vincent's Medical 
Center in Bridgeport, Conn., wrote: 

I have never read a medical text, or heard of a 
medical doctor writing or stating that what ex
ists at conception is not a new human life .... 

Abortion destroys human life. Simply stated, 
before abortion there is life, after abortion 
there is death (quoted by Philip L. Grear, in 
Gospel Advocate, Oct., 1992). 

Dr. Martin Haskell, a Dayton, Ohio abortionist, 
regularly inflicts the partial-birth murder. He pre
sented a paper regarding his trade at a risk manage
ment seminar sponsored by the National Abortion 
Federation in September, 1992. In his paper he de
scribes in detail the procedure (The following is from 
Robert W. Lee in The New American, Apr. 15, 1996, 
p. 4£). 

Mter locating the baby within the womb, Haskell 
explained, the 

surgeon uses his fingers to deliver the lower ex
tremities [legs], then the torso, then the shoul
der, and then the upper extremities.' With only 
the head remaining inside the mother, and the 
baby oriented 'spine up,' the 'surgeon then 
takes a pair of blunt, curved Metzenbaum scis
sors in the right hand. He carefully advances 
the tip, curved down, along the spine and un
der his middle finger until he feels it contact 
the base of the skull under the tip of his middle 
finger.' He then 'forces the scissors into the base 
of the skull. Having safely entered the skull, he 
spreads the scissors to enlarge the opening,' af
ter which the scissors are removed and the sur
geon inserts a 'suction catheter into this hole 
and evacuates the skull contents [sucks out the 
baby's brains]. With the catheter still in place, 
he applies traction to the fetus, removing it 
completely from the patient. 

Planned Parenthood declares that such proce
dures are "done only in cases when the woman's life 
is in danger or in cases of extreme fetal abnormality." 
However, according to "eminent medical authorities 
a partial-birth procedure is never required to save 
the mother's life." 

It may be supposed that the fetus feels no pain 
during the butchery due to lack of development or 
medication induced prior to the procedure. Yet, Dr. 
Paul Ranalli, a neurologist at the University of 
Toronto, declares that a human fetus at 20 weeks is 
"covered by pain receptors and actually has more 
nerve cells (around one billion) than most post-ado
lescent human beings. ... In testimony before the 
House Constitution Subcommittee, Professor 
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Robert White confirmed that the 'fetus within this 
time frame of gestation, 20 weeks and beyond, is 
fully capable of experiencing pain .... Without ques
tion, all of this is a dreadfully painful experience for 
any infant subjected to such a surgical procedure." 

As motivation in that direction, think on the fol
lowing account of Brenda Pratt Shafer, a registered 
nurse who aided Dr. Haskell's slaughterhouse for 
three days in 1993. Before the following experience 
Ms. Shafer was "pro-choice." But after "the ··most 
horrible experience of my life," now it is different. 
She stood by Haskell's side during three partial-birth 
abortions. Regarding one case which involved a 40-
year-old woman who "apparently did not want a 
'change-of-life' baby," Shafer stated: 

The baby's body was moving. His little fingers 
were clasping together. He was kicking his feet. 

All the while his little head was still stuck inside. 
Dr. Haskell took a pair of scissors and inserted 
them into the back of the baby's head. Then he 
opened the scissors up. Then he stuck the high
powered suction tube into the hole and sucked 
the baby's brains out. 

Mter the umbilical cord was severed and the pla
centa delivered, Maggie Gallagher described the af
termath: 

The mother ... insisted on seeing the results. So 
Brenda and the other nurses cleaned it up, 
wrapped it in a blanket, and put the corpse of a 
little baby in her arm. Face-to-face with what 
she had done, the woman began crying incon
solably, repeatedly pleading, 'God forgive me' 
(ibid., p. 7). 

God forgive us all. 
25 Cherrywood Circle 
Marshall, TX 7 S 670 

li: 

Inerrant Because Inspired 
By David Hester 

J oel Stephen Williams ("Inerrancy, Inspiration, 
and Dictation," Restoration Quarterly, 
March 1995) calls for rethinking the concepts 

of inerrancy and inspiration. He claims we are not be
ing honest when we say the Scriptures are inerrant for 
there must be, according to him, qualifications. 

Williams claims: 
The Bible says nothing about inerrancy in the 
·modern sense and very little about inspiration. 
The few statements in the Bible about inspira
tion are quite vague (p. 166). 

He calls some portions of the Bible trivialities, 
and says: 

The usefulness of certain sections of the 
Bible like obscure genealogies is limited outside 
an antiquarian interest, while books like Luke, 
Romans, and Galatians are unequalled in excel
lence (p. 169). 

Inspiration includes the whole process of 
producing sacred writings, since in the Bible 
sense it refers quite broadly to the activity of 

Interested in purchasing! 

Deaver/Hathaway Debate 
book 

Call (561) 625-4811 
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God's Spirit among his people bringing light 
and life. The Bible is verbally inspired in that its 
words are alive with God's Spirit. The Bible is 
not a dead letter to us when it leads to knowl
edge of God and life in the inner person. In 
and by the Scriptures we can be born anew by 
'the living and abiding word of God' (1 Pet. 
1 :23; [p. 170]). 

This is the neo-orthodox position on the inspira
tion of Scripture. One must have a "moment of 
meaning" for the Bible to become relevant in his life. 
The Holy Spirit must act in some semi-direct way 
upon the heart of the reader. 

What shall we say? The neo-orthodox view is 
subjectivism at its worst. If the Bible has errors 
in some places, then how can it be trusted in 
others? As Geisler & Nix say, 'In no meaningful 
sense may God's authorship cover the whole of 
Scripture and, at the same time, the errors in 
Scripture' (Norman L. Geisler & William E. 
Nix, A General Introduction to the Bible, Chi
cago: Moody, 1981, p. 41). 

Concerning the means by which God communi
cated to the authors of the Bible, Joel Williams says: 
"In the Bible a 'word' is something dynamic and 
alive" He quotes favorably from an author who 
claims that "a 'word' is more than simply speech; it is 
God acting" (Williams, p. 166). 



The neo-orthodox position states God chose an 
imperfect channel of communication - human 
words - and further, has "adjusted" his statements 
so that they are no longer perfectly true. McCartney 
& Clayton answer this by making three crucial 
points: 

First, Jesus Christ was here, and interacted 
with people face to face. If God can reveal 
Himself truly in the person of Jesus Christ, with 
all the limitations of being human, then He can 
certainly reveal Himself truly in language. . .. 
When He was on earth He was truly and un
equivocally God. The incarnation serves as the 
ultimate foundation for God's linguistic com
munication with us (see Heb. 1:1-3). 

Second, people can speak because God 
speaks. Language was not a human invention 
according to the Bible. God spoke first and by 
speaking created (Gen. 1) •••• He did assign to 
man the task of naming the animals ... and per
haps most things, but speech was given to man. 
... Anything that can be said in one language 
and culture can be said in any other (it may 
take longer in some languages than others) .... 
Thus, although a particular language may influ
ence the thought's form, it does not limit or de
termine thought. 

Third, according to the Bible, humans 
were made 'in God's image.' Therefore they 
have an innate ability to think thoughts pat
terned after God's thoughts. Linguistic commu
nication from God to humans is possible, 
though never exhaustive, just as communica
tion between people is possible though never 
exhaustive (Dan McCartney & Charles 
Clayton, Let the Reader Understand, Wheaton: 
BridgePoint, 1994, p. 177). 

Understanding the structure of the vocal cords 
and how they work in human speech, one realizes 
God made us capable of communicating, and further, 
that he can communicate with us. 

Jesus' use of Scripture affirms that the Bible is 
inerrant. Over and again, he says, "It is written," and 
acknowledges the historicity of people, places and 
events such as Noah (Luke 17:26-27), Jonah's fish 
experience (Matt. 12:40), the destruction of Sodom 
(Luke 17:29, 32), and Naaman's leprosy (Luke 
4:27). 

In addition, Jesus often based his arguments 
upon a single word or tense of a word. His defense of 
the resurrection in Matthew 22:32 is based upon the 
tense of the grammar of Exodus 3:6. Jesus answered 
the Pharisees in Matthew 22:45 by calling attention 
to one word- Lord- (Psa. 110:1). 

In John 10:34-35, which J. S. Williams thinks is 
"tenuous" support for inerrancy, Jesus defended 

himself by singling out one word from Psalms 82:6 
-"gods." In Matthew 5:18, Jesus virtually affirmed 
his belief in verbal inspiration and inerrancy: "For 
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled." 

Paul's argument in Galatians 3:16 is based on one 
word from Genesis 17:7: "Now to Abraham and his 
seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, 
which is Christ." 

Contrary to William's position, the Bible has a 
great deal to say about inspiration and inerrancy. 
Curiously, he never touches 1 Corinthians 2:7-13. In 
verse 13, Paul sets forth how inspiration took place: 
"Which things also we speak, not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual 
(words)." 

Williams closes his article with the statement 
The Bible is not the ultimate end. Instead, it is a 
witness to God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit. As 
John the Baptist pointed toward Christ, the 
Bible is a witness pointing toward God. A wit
ness is not identical with that to which it attests. 
.•. The Bible is revelatory as it points toward the 
will and nature of God. God is infallible and 
the word of God that we learn from. The Bible 
will thus be infallible, but the two should not be 
confused (p. 177). 

It will not do, on one hand, to say the Bible is 
"our final court of appeal in this world," and that it 
reveals Jesus Christ to us, and, on the other ha~d, 
claim the Bible has inaccuracies and is errant. It ei
ther is or it isn't. If it is wrong in one place, how are 
we to trust it in others? 

The Southern Baptist Convention faced an up
heaval in the 1980s from moderates (liberals) in their 
seminaries who affirmed that the Bible is errant. It is 
interesting that Williams quotes extensively, with ap
proval, from one of the Baptist's liberals who advo
cated that position (Roy C. Honeycutt, Biblical Au
thority and Canon: Grand Rapids: Academic Books, 
1986, pp. 29-30). 

Could it be that churches of Christ will fight the 
same battles our ancestors did in the late 1800s? We 
must be ready to withstand all attacks from the left 
and affirm what the Bible teaches about itself- that 
it is God breathed and therefore without error. 

2485 Spring Valley RtL 
Tuscumbia, AL 35674-550~ 
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The 23rd Annual Lectureship 

BastTenneseeSchoolofPreacbing 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road • Knoxville, Tennessee 37931 

-March 2·5, 1997-

-Exodus-

Sunday, March 2 
1 0:00 a.m ••••• Introduction to Exodus ..................... Furman Kearley 
11 :00 a.m ••••• King That Knew Not Joseph •••••.•••••..•••• Edwin Jones 

1 :30 p.m ••••• Moses In the •university" of Egypt ••..••••.••.•• Bill Nicks 
7:00p.m ••••• Singing ••••••••••••••.•••••••••..••••••.•.•••••••.•.•••• Wiley R. Baker 
7:30p.m ••••• Joshua- From Youth Until Death 

for Jehovah ............................................... B.J. Clarke 

Monday, March 3 
8:00 a.m ••••• Moses' Excuses, Excuses ........... Hardeman Nichols 
8:40 a.m ..... Who Is Jehovah? ................................... Stephen Law 
9:30 a.m ••••• The Covenant God ................................. Steven Eddy 

Class: Types and Shadows ................. Winfred Clark 
10:30 a.m ••••• Jehovah and the Gods of Egypt •.•••••• Jack Williams 

Ladles: Faith - Hebrew Midwives ...... Lana Williams 
11 :20 a.m ••••• The Passover and Feast 

of Unleavened Bread .................... William Woodson 
2:00p.m ••••• God Led Them .................................... Charles Brown 
2:50p.m ••••• Stand Still and See ................................ Jim Dearman 
3:40 p.m ••••• The Sin of Murmuring ........................... Bobby Liddell 
7:00 p.m ••••• Singing ........................................................ Mark Ailes 
7:30 p.m ..... Moses: By Faith ...................................... Michael Wilk 
7:45 p.m ••••• When I See the Blood ................. Hardeman Nichols 

Tue•day, llarch 4 
8:00a.m ••••• Pharaoh's Compromises .............. Hardeman Nichola 
8:40a.m ••••• The Provisions and Protection of God •• Dub McClish 
9:30 a.m ••••• ln·law Interference .................................. Mike Justice 

Class: Types and Shadows ................. Winfred Clark 

1 0:30 a.m .•••• Preparation for Sinal .................................... Ed Dyche 
Ladies: Leadership - Miriam ............. Irene C. Taylor 

11 :20 a.m •.••• The Ten Words ........................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
2:00p.m ••••• The Book of the Covenant: 

Worship ................................................... Lonnie Smith 
2:50 p.m ..... The Book of the Covenant: Rights 

of Persons ............................................. Dwight Fuqua 
3:40 p.m .•••• The Book of the Covenant: 

Property Rights ..................................... Bruce Tucker 
7:00 p.m .•••• Singing ...................................................... Ken Forrest 
7:30 p.m .•••• Moses: Leadership .............................. Kenny Traylor 
7:45p.m ••••• According to the Pattern .................. Frank McElveen 

Wednesday, March 5 
8:00 a.m •...• Pharaoh's Heart ........................... Hardeman Nichola 
8:40 a.m •.••• The Book of the Covenant: 

Various Laws .......................................... Bob Prichard 
9:30 a.m .•••• The Words of Jehovah ..................... George Carlisle 

Class: Types and Shadows ......•••.•.....• Winfred Clark 
10:30 a.m ..... The Tabernacle ......................................... Van Ingram 

Ladles: Love - Jochebed ................... Gloria Ingram 
11 :20 a.m •.••• The Priesthood ......................................... Bob Cowles 
2:00p.m ..... Atonement and Cleansing ....................... David South 
2:50 p.m ..... Faithful Workers .................................. James Rogers 
3:40 p.m ••••• Go UP to Canaan ........................... Randall Jernigan 
7:00 p.m ..... Singing ........................................................ Jim Steels 
7:30 p.m ••••• Moses: Finishing the Course ............. Ryan Chapman 
7:45 p.m ..... Sin In the Camp .............................. James Meadows 

Special Events 
Honor Dinner- Clifford Reel- Monday at 5:00 p.m. • Tickets $5.00 

Prospective Students Breakfast-Tuesday at 7:00a.m. 
Alumni Dinner-Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. 

-
-James L. Meadows

Lectureship Director • (423) 691-7444 

The 19971ectureship book, "Exodus," will sell for $13.00. Hardback. Full manuscripts. 
Prelectureship price: $11.00 till February 28. 

Name . ._ .... __ __.. ............................ __ .... ______ __.. __________ __.. __ __.. __ __...._ 
No. of copies ___ _ 

Address._ .................... __ __.. __ __.. _________ __.. _ __.. _ __.. __ __.. ______ __.._ 
Total .................... _ __.._ 

Clty ________________ _:Slate. ___ .Zip ____ _ 

Mall to East Tennessee School of Preaching • 6608 Beaver Ridge Road • Knoxville, TN 37931 



Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

The Lord's Churth in Cumbernauld, Stotland 
By Graham McDonald 

(Graham McDonald is a native of Scotland and a graduate of Florida School of Preaching and a loyal ser
vant of Christ. He is determined to declare the whole counsel of God - Rutherford.) 

The Cumbernauld Church of Christ began as 
an outreach of the East Kilbride congregation 
in 1983. Jack Strachan, evangelist at East 

Kilbride, baptized Ronnie and Mary Neilson and 
they began meeting in their home. Members from 
East Kilbride helped the new congregation by travel
ing to Cumbernauld to meet with them. They also 
assisted in conducting cottage meetings which re
sulted in several more baptisms. 

In 1986, Mike Ireland and his family moved from 
Searcy, Arkansas to Cumbernauld to assist the 
young, struggling assembly. A local community hall 
was secured for Sunday and mid-week services. In 
1987, Adam and Melanie Barr joined the work at 
Cumbernauld. A youth program was initiated to 
reach out to children and young people in the com
munity. A Vacation Bible School in 1988 resulted in a 
record attendance of 135. Children's classes are con
ducted on Tuesday and Thursday nights with over 30 
enrolled. Efforts are made to reach the parents 
through visits and invitations to attend various pro
grams. 

In 1989, Craig Miller and his family moved fro m 
Arkansas to Cumbernauld to assist the Barr and Ire
land families in the work. When the community hall 
where the church had originally met was put up for 
sale, the church made an offer which was accepted. 
Adam Barr toured churches in Britain and the United 
States to raise the funds to pay for it. The congrega
tion renovated the old hall to make it into a comfort
able meeting house. Having our own building has 
greatly facilitated the work. 

In 1990, Ronnie and Mary Neilson enrolled in 
the Harding School of Biblical Studies to prepare 
themselves for fulltime work. They returned to 
Cumbernauld to serve the church. Daryl Rogers, an
other young member of the church, attended Hard
ing University to prepare himself for mission work in 
Italy. 

Over the years, the church has been hindered 

because of internal strife. A need 
was seen for a strong stance to deal 
with the problems which had re
sulted. After a great deal of teaching 
on love and unity from the pulpit, 
some members who had been caus
ing the problems were disfellow
shipped. Peace and harmony re-
turned to the church. Rod Rutherford 

In May 1994, Graham McDonald, from Edin
burgh, a graduate of the Florida School of Preaching, 
joined the evanglistic team in Cumbernauld. He began 
editing a bulletin which is mailed to a number of 
homes in the community. He also organized a cam
paign which resulted in the congregation's becoming 
involved in mission work in Albania and Malawi. 

The evangelists serving the church in 
Cumbernauld believe the congregation should be
come fully self-supporting. They have encouraged 
the church to work toward this goal. As a result, the 
church has begun supplementing the support of their 
preachers and plans to increase the amount each 
year until all outside support has been replaced by 
local funds. 

New methods of reaching the lost are constantly 
being used. Among some effective methods have 
been a religious census, questionnaires, a tape li
brary, campaigns, Bible correspondence courses, 
marriage enrichment seminars, a printing ministry 
and counseling courses. 

We are in Cumbernauld to preach Christ and him 
crucified (1 Cor. 2:2). Christ did not send us "to bap
tize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of 
words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no 
effect" (1 Cor. 1 : 17). 

Brethren, pray for us! 
Woodhead View, 

Westfield, Cumbernauld 
G 68 9 FF, Scotland 
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Seminar on the Willow Creek 
Community Church Paradigm 

By J. E. Choate 

l primary objective of this article is to awaken 
our brethren to the stern reality that formi
dable foes are stalking the conservative 

churches of Christ. They dearly identify themselves 
with their proposals to alter and to change the orga
nization, worship, practices and biblical traditions of 
the conservative churches of Christ. Their proposals 
are.not generally well understood because they have 
been less than candid to divulge what they have in 
mind.· 

An inflexible minority of "scholarly" brethren 
and such popular pulpiteers as Mike Cope are deter
mined to replace what they call the old hermeneutic 
~ "precept, apostolic example, and necessary infer
ence"- with a new hermeneutic which they do not 
define. They have spoken much of the "paradigm" 
versus the "pattern" in referring to the model, or pat
tern for churches of Christ. With the same token, 
when they also talk volubly about parameters and 
perimeters, we have a clearing picture of their inten
tions. 

This matter was clarified and laid on the table by 
two of our astute "scholars" -Michael R. Weed and 
Gary Holloway who put it all down in black and 
white in a paper which was read May 5-6, 1995 dur
ing the Second Annual Forrest K. Kirkpatrick Semi
nar _for Stone-Campbell historians sponsored by the 
Disciples of Christ Historical Society in Nashville. 

The Holloway-Weed paper was titled The Gospel 
in Urban Vessels: Churches of Christ Face the 
Twenty-First Century. Holloway and Weed obviously 
endorse the Foster-Hughes contention that the 
"Church of· Christ" denomination started as an ex
clusive sect in the early 19th century. Both reject the 
biblical doctrine of the apostolic pattern of the 
church. 

Instead they allege that the "'Churches of 
Christ" have societal origins. The Holloway-Weed 
paper proposes three options as possible replace
ment models (paradigms) for the churches of Christ 
as they ·enter the 21st century. Holloway and Weed 
name three options, or models which churches of 
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Christ could adopt in part or whole, and which are 
already adopted in some churches. 

The models are namely: The Willow Creek Com
munity Church model; (2) the Vineyard (Third Wave 
Pentecostal) Movement model; and (3) the "Neo
conservative," or "moderates" which identify with 
postmodern theology. The rank and file of churches 
of Christ have no understanding of the structure of 
the three proposed models. To be sure, the better in
formed "change agents" do. 

I propose over the next several months to explain 
in simple terms what we are talking about when we 
refer to the Willow Creek Community Church, the 
Vineyard Movement (Third Wave) Pentecostal 
movement, and the "neo-conservative," or "moder
ates." We have over the past year dwelt at length with 
postmodern theology. This is the theology which 
comes after Barth, Bultmann, and Tillich. 

It is imperative, to weed out these noxious 
plants, that we recognize these destructive influ.:. 
ences. It can not only be done, it can be easily done. 
The best way to learn is to go to those who know the 
most about these matters. 

The current bibliography is set up that we may 
understand the latest church "crazes'" sweeping 
through the churches like wildfire. Then we can un
derstand what the Willow Creek Community 
Church is all about and how it operates. The bibliog.;. 
raphy can be easily accessed in college and large pub
lic libraries. The search is worth the time and effort, 
and besides the documentation becomes one's ·per
sonal property. There are some matters too complex 
to be spoon fed. 

SPEAKIN6 AS TH£ ORACLES OF 600 
LECTURESHIP 

"Far Gad Sa Laved lhe Warld'' 
A book of sermon outlines 

$4.75 Includes shipping and handling 

Eastside Church of Christ 
2141 Kingston • Muskogee, OK 74403 



Bibliography 
My first introduction to Willow Creek comes from 
news stories written by world class feature writers 
for major American publications with no ties to orga
nized churches. The writers do not have in mind 
churches of Christ. Their feature stories are strictly 
reportorial of interest to the general public. 

The most significant of these sources are: 
(1) The New York Times (Sunday, April16, 1995) 

carried a series of four special articles on the Willow 
Creek Community Church. The first article is titled 
"Where Shopping-Mall Culture Gets a Big Dose of 
Religion." 

(2) The New York Times Magazine Guly 21, 1996, 
Section Six), "The Capitalist: God in the Packaging." 
The lead sentence is: "A few years back the Harvard 
Business School gave its blessing to the Willow Creek 
Community Church. In this flattering case study, it 
was shown how in less than fifteen years, Willow 
Creek had grown from a hole in a wheat field in Illinois 
into the largest church in America. 

(3) By far, the Atlantic Monthly (August, 1996) 
carries the most penetrating and definitive feature 
article titled "Welcome to the Next Church," written 
by Charles Truehart on the Willow Creek Commu
nity Church and other similar churches. The names 
on the packaging are different, but the content is the 
same. Kindred churches using the mega-market 
packaging of religion wear such names as Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church, Mariners Church, and the 
Church of the Open Door. 

( 4) Coming from the religious side of the picture, 
an article was published July 18, 1994 in Christianity 
Today titled "Selling Out the House of God" with a 
decidedly negative, if not unfriendly, approach. Bill 
Hybel, the genius who brought his Willow Creek 
dream to reality, answered a series of critical ques
tions put to him by Michael Maudlin and Howard 
Gilbreath from Christianity Today. The Willow 
Creek Community Church is singled out as the un
disputed prototype of this new pop 'Shopping-mall 
culture" organized church where the biggest doses of 
this make-you-feel-good religion are dispensed. 

Max Lucado was the first to give a glowing and 
approving report of the Willow Creek Community 
denomination in the 1993 January/February issue of 
Wineskins. He endorses the doctrine that there are 
Christians in all churches regardless of beliefs, prac
tices, and denominational distinctions. Jeff Walling is 
the debonair front man who goes across the country 
selling the "community church" concept. He deliv-

ered a series of lectures during Jubilee '96 under the 
title A Truly Community Church. I listened atten
tively to him. He divulged absolutely nothing about 
the parent Willow Creek Community Church. Nor 
do any of this ilk. 

The only bona fide community church in the 
Nashville area is the Hendersonville Community 
Churches. The Masons are no more secretive than 
the Church of Christ community churches who leave 
the false impression that they form an open religious 
society. My big question to the Hendersonville 
Church of Christ Community Church is: "What are 
your official ties to the Willow Creek Community 
Church Association?" Don't tell me you have none. 

We ask Doug Varnado of Hendersonville Com
munity Church: Does your church belong to the para
chute organization called the Willow Creek Associa
tion whose church memberships number 70 denomi
nations with a total of 1700 churches? Harold Haze
lip and Carl McKelvey preach in your pulpit. The 
churches of Christ in the Nashville area are entitled to 
know this much. And before you and your kind further 
milk the churches of Christ tell us really who you are? 

I have the resources of David Lipscomb Univer
sity, and Vanderbilt libraries and their professional li
brarians who assist my research efforts. My purpose 
is to put the fear of God into the liberals lest they 
should be so foolhardy as to question my sources. 

Postscript 
We say to our liberal brethren that the long haul is 
on, and it will take time to flush you out into the 
open. The day of sophomoric strategies borrowed 
from Lynn Anderson is now a matter of the past. We 
can now force our liberal brethren out onto a level 
playing field where the rules apply to all. So let the 
games proceed. Whatever our liberal brethren pro
pose, God will make the final disposition. 

Aclclenclum 
To editors of papers who have printed my articles in 
the past, would you print this article? My purpose is 
to flush out the liberals so that our brothers and sis
ters who sit in the pews may sooner understand and 
identify the chief take over "change agents"' who are 
after your buildings. 

We are now at the fork of road as church leaders 
will either opt for the liberal image or remain com
mitted to the patterns of New Testament Christian-

ity. 3714'/z Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 3 7215 
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From the Internet 

Aquestion posed on Bible Infonet (http:// 
www.bible-infonet.org/) required some time 
to answer and provides information that may 

be interesting and that may stimulate further Bible 
study. We thought it would be acceptable to print the 
question and answer. 

Question: I am looking for a verse that states 
that the saints can intercede for us. 

Answer: In a few words you have asked about a 
difficult and complex subject. A full treatment of the 
question of intercession would require several full 
length articles, but I will try to give a succinct sum
mary. There are several intercessions mentioned in 
the Bible. We will describe four such intercessions: 

• Intercession in the Old Testament where a su
perior and righteous person seeks reconciliation be
tween God and a fallen human. Abraham's interces
sion for Sodom (Gen. 18), and Moses interceding for 
Israel (Ex. 15 :25), and Melchizedek's meeting with 
Abraham (Gen. 14:18-20) are examples of this kind 
of intercession. The sacrifices of Old Testament 
priests were often acts of intercession. This carried 
over to the Levitical priesthood where men from one 
tribe were selected to represent the people of the 
other tribes to God. It was always a case of a more 
righteous person or group intervening and negotiat
ing for those less favored (See Heb. 7:6). Under the 
law of Moses, a person not of the tribe of Levi could 
not serve as a priest and approach God directly, but 
had to go to the Creator through another person who 
was of the proper tribe and possessed the necessary 
credentials. Jesus was not of the tribe of Levi and 
could not be a priest on earth without a change in the 
law (He b. 7:11-14 ). Incidentally, this shows one rea
son why Christians are not under the Old Covenant 
but under the New Covenant - the law has been 
changed to allow the priesthood of Christ. 

• The intercession of each persons' human spirit 
within the physical body (sometimes called the "in
ner man"). The only place in the New Testament 
where this intercession is mentioned specifically is 
Romans 8:26. The Spirit of a person, within that per
son, can act, speak and witness. Paul said, "The 
(Holy) Spirit itself beareth witness with our (human) 
spirit, that we are the children of God" (Rom 8:16). 

16 ~a:al?'ound~Jc?n 

Here we have the spirit of a person bearing witness 
with the Holy Spirit ... that is, the spirit within an 
individual acting on behalf of that person. Romans 
8:26 says the spirit makes "intercession" with groan
ing which cannot be uttered. The unutterable groan
ing is the result of an infirmity and therefore cannot 
refer to the Holy Spirit, who is God and who has no 
such infirmity, or limitation. Paul clearly is saying 
that the spirit within a person's physical body can 
make an intercession for the person. Your spirit 
within your body can act for you. Your spirit has limi
tations (infirmity) and you may not always know how 
to phrase your request or express your needs, and it 
becomes a groan that cannot be uttered. Elsewhere 
Paul mentions the groaning of the human spirit 
(Rom. 8:22-23; 2 Cor. 5:1-4). The groaning of Ro
mans 8:26 cannot be the groaning of the Holy Spirit, 
as some think, because this would impose an infir
mity on the Holy Spirit that his God-nature will not 
allow ... He has no such limitations. We do! 

• The intercession of the heart searcher and 
knower mentioned in Romans 8:27. This is clearly 
the intercession of mediation. The case of a superior 
representing an inferior to a higher power. The unut
terable groaning of the human spirit in Romans 8:26 
is presented to Jehovah as an interpreted prayer in 
Romans 8:27. Paul identifies the intercessor of Ro
mans 8:27 as Jesus (see Rom. 8:34) Jesus is our High 
Priest (Heb. 2:17); our Advocate (1 John 2:1); our 
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only Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5); our Intercessor (Rom. 
8:34); and our (elder) Brother (Heb. 2:11-17). It is 
Jesus who searches the hearts and mind of "the 
Spirit" to make "intercession for the saints" (Rom. 
8:27). It cannot be that Jesus searches the heart and 
mind of the Holy Spirit to make intercession for the 
saints. It must be that the groaning of Romans 8:26 is 
that of the human spirit and Jesus, acting as High 
Priest, Advocate, Mediator, Intercessor and Elder 
Brother searches the hearts and mind of the groaning 
human spirit (saints) to make intercession for the 
saints. Since he makes intercession for the saints 
then it must be that he searches the hearts and mind 
of the saints' spirit (not the Holy Spirit). 

• Saints pray for those in authority and for one 
another. In 1 Timothy 2:1 this is called intercession 
(KJV and ASV). The Greek word translated inter
cession in Romans 8:26 is huperenthungchanei; the 
Greek word translated intercession in Romans 8:27 
is entungchanei followed by the Greek word huper; 
the Greek word translated intercession in 1 Timothy 
2:1 is enteuxeis and is translated "prayer" in 1 Timo
thy 4:5. Greek scholars say the intercession of Ro
mans 8:26 is not the same as the intercession of Ro
mans 8:27. One suggests a peer and the other a supe
rior. The intercession of 1 Timothy 2:1 is very differ
ent from that in either Romans 8:26 or Romans 8:27 
and carries the idea of supplication. James 5 :16 tells 
the saints to confess to and pray for one another. 
This is not the intercession of a priest representing to 
a superior another person, as in the Old Testament, 
but is supplication. Under Christ every redeemed 
person is a priest. The Bible teaches the priesthood 
of all believers in the Christian system. In the church 
the prayer of the every saint is effectual. Still, if I 
have sinned against a fellow saint, it is my duty to 
confess.my sin personally to the one(s) I have sinned 
against and for us to pray together. We may pray for 
one another, but this is not the prayer of intercession 
in the sense Jesus intercedes for the saved, nor in the 
sense the Levitical priests of the Old Testament inter
ceded with God for the people. Under Christ every 
saint is a priest and goes to the Father through the 
Son and not through some other righteous human. 
The saints are priests under the high-priesthood of 
Christ after the order of Melchizedek and do not 
need the Pope, the Blessed Virgin Mary, the sainted 
dead nor any other creature in heaven or on earth to 
intercede for them with the Almighty. 

These four areas of intercession must be under-

stood to give a proper answer to the question of 
whether one saint can intercede for another saint. 
We may pray for each other and should do it, but we 
do not intercede for each other in the way Jesus in
tercedes for us. Thayer says of the word translated 
intercession in 1 Timothy 2:1 that it means, "a falling 
in with, meeting with, a) an interview- a coming to
gether - to visit- converse or for any other cause, 
and b) that for which an interview is held- a confer
ence or conversation- a petition, supplication." So, 
the idea is prayers and supplications for each other, 
but not a superior representing an inferior to a 
higher power, as is the case in Romans 8:27. If a child 
of God must go through another child of God to 
reach the throne of God, then the two children of 
God are not equal. Under the Levitical system, the 
priest has a superior position to the people he repre
sented. The law of the Spirit of life in Christ is differ
ent and puts every child of God on the same plane as 
every other child of God. 

This, I know, is a long answer to a simple ques
tion, but it is a complicated matter. Hope you find 
this helpful. If you require more information, please 
let me know. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

FREE 
SUMMARY 
OF EACH 

QUARTER'S 
STUDY 

Lambert offers two complete 
curriculums: The Living Way 
(NT) and New Living Bible 
Lessons (OT). Both cover 
Nursery through Senior high. 
Order your free 8-page color 
brochure with a summary of 
each quarter's study. Call 
your Christian bookstore or 1· 
800·551·8511 . 

Written and published by lalrhlul members of rhe Lord's church. 

January 1997 17 
Firm Foundation 



Who Are the Promise Keepers? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

P remise Keepers is a national movement for 
men only "dedicated to uniting men through 
vital relationships to become godly influ

ences in their world." 
What do the Promise Keepers believe and prac

tice? From official publications of the organization 
the fo llowing beliefs are worthy of consideration: 

• The Promise Keepers Statement of Faith 
(creed) has five planks. Number 4 states, "We believe 
in the personality and deity of the Holy Spirit, that he 
performs the miracle of the new birth in an unbe
liever and indwells believers, enabling them to live a 
godly life." Number 5: "[T]hat alienation can be re
moved only by accepting through faith alone God's 
gift of salvation" (Promise Keepers, Men's Confer
ences, 1996). 

o There are seven promises a promise keeper 
must make. Number 1: ''A Promise Keeper is com-
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mitred to honor Jesus Christ through worship, 
prayer, and obedience to God's Word through the 
power of the Holy Spirit." Number 5: ''A Promise 
Keeper is committed to support the mission of his 
church by honoring and praying for his pastor and by 
actively giving his time and resources." Number 6: 
"A Promise Keeper is committed to reach beyond any 
racial and denominational barriers to demonstrate 
the power of biblical unity" (ibid., p. 6). 

o "Conference Ministry: Each year Promise 
Keepers plan and organize two-day stadium events 
throughout the nation. By attending you will join 
men from around the world for worship, prayer and 
teaching" (ibid.) These 2 day conferences at a cost of 
$60 each are scheduled from April through October 
in the following major cities in 1996: Los Angeles, 
Kansas City, Seattle, Detroit, Minneapolis, Atlanta, 
Washington, D.C., Boise, Syracuse, Charlotte, Den
ver, Chicago, Oakland, Pittsburgh, San Diego, India
napolis, New Orleans, Eugene, New York City, 
Memphis, Jacksonville, and Dallas/Ft. Worth. Thou
sands of men are expected at each city. In four cities 
they were "sold out" in early 1996. Some of the top
ics uniformly discussed in all conferences include 
"Meeting God: Reconciling you with your Heavenly 
Father" and "Walking in your Brother's Shoes: Em
bracing Diversity in the Body of Christ." 

• Under the heading "Worship Team" is 
"Maranatha! Promise Band" and then "Special Mu
sic" by different persons. On June 7-8, 1996 at Syra
cuse Max Lucado is listed as a speaker (ibid., p. 15). 
On page 32 his picture is shown and he is listed as the 
pulpit minister, Oak Hills Church of Christ, San An
tonio, Texas. 

• lis an official publication of Promise Keepers. 
The January, 1996 edition gives the 1995 Confer
ences Review. Editor David Halbrook stated, 
"[P]rornise Keepers is a Christ-centered ministry de
voted to uniting men through vital relationships to 
become godly men" (p. 2). Coach Bill McCartney, 
Founder of Promise Keepers, wrote, "We are living 
in exhilarating times, when masses of men across the 
country are gathering by the thousands to worship 
Jesus Christ, and learning what it is to be godly men" 
(p. 13). Here are some quotes about the "Year in Re-



view" in 1995. At the Pontiac Silverdome, April 28-
29, ''An amazing 7,000 men responded to Luis 
Palau's opening night invitation to accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior." The total gathering was 
72,280. At Atlanta 69,000 men gathered and "hun
dreds of men and young boys walked forward to re
commit their lives to Jesus Christ." At Seattle "God's 
Spirit had clearly tugged at the heart of each man, 
bringing conviction in the areas of reconciliation." In 
attendance were 63,000 men. At Minneapolis 
61,600 came and they were "broken by God's Word 
and renewed by His Spirit." Also, on "Friday night 
altar call had men jamming the aisles." At Oakland 
with 49,000 present "Friday night ... brought thou
sands forward at the invitation to receive Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior." 

o On February 13-15, 1996 the Promise Keepers 
Men's Clergy Conference was held in Atlanta. Prom
ise Keepers National Director of Prayer, Steve 
Shanklin declared that he "is blessed to have seen 
121 prayer networks and 13,000 intercessors orga-
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nized throughout this country to pray without ceas
ing for God's power to touch our clergy." Shanklin 
asks for daily intercession in the following areas: that 
God would pour out His Spirit on our nation's cler
gymen; that God would impart new vision to each 
pastor (p. 14). 

o Also, listed in Men of Action is a two-page 
spread about "resources" of books and tapes which 
are available to purchase such as: The Power of a 
Promise Keeper ($13 ), Awesome Power of Shared Be
lief ($13) and many others. 

What Do They Believe? 
From the above documented statements what are 
their doctrinal beliefs? 

• It is a religious movement that encompasses all 
denominations. It is all-denominational rather than 
non-denominational. It is ecumenical. Acceptance of 
many churches is an inherent belief rather than the 
"one body." 

• The plan of salvation is "faith only" and com
ing to God by prayer at the altar. 

• The special empowerment in a mysterious and 
miraculous way is given to the Holy Spirit in the lives 
of people. 

• It is loaded with an emphasis of emotionalism 
and experiential religion. This is not spirituality in 
the New Testament sense. 

• The "clergy" or pastor system is recognized as 
being taught in the Bible. 

• Instrumental music is used in the worship. 

Men Who Make the Promises 
Those who promote and participate must of neces
sity reject the following Bible teaching: baptism for 
the remission of sins and not by faith only; obeying 
the gospel rather than the prayer system of salvation; 
depending on a "thus saith the Lord" in the Bible 
rather than "feelings"; the Bible as the only guide 
rather than a special and direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit; the church of the New Testament is Christ's 
one body rather than believing in "the church of your 
choice"; Christian worship includes singing without 
the use of mechanical instrumental music; fellowship 
with those "who walk in the light" rather than those 
who teach error along with truth. 

Therefore, to be a Promise Keeper a man just re
ject and ignore such Bible passages as: Acts 2:38; 2 
Thess. 1:7-9; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Eph. 4:4-6; 5:19; 
Matt. 16:18. 372Mill St. 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 9 
9:00am ...................... Victory l l1rough Love .......................................... Dounie Hilliard 
!O:OOam .................. VIctoryTI1rough f'aiU1 ................................................ Martel Pace 
7:00pm .................... Congregational Singing .............................................. Bob l\lcKee 
7:30pm .................... Victory in Jesus Over Fc:1r .......................................... Neale Pryor 

MONDAY, MARCH 1 0 
8:00-8:40am ............ Fellowship .................................................................. Don Myers 
0:10-9:20am ........... ."l11c Compassion of Christ ...................................... Hugh Fulford 
9:30-10: lOam .......... Validity of the Rcs!Or.~ tion Plea .............................. Adron Doran 
10: 10-JO:SOam ........ What Youth Can Do For Chrlst .................................. Dave Mellor 
J I :00·1 1:30am ........ (Chapel) Christian Councsy ...................................... Nea.l Pollard 
11 :30·12:55pm ........ Lund1eon · "l11e Joy of Being a Christian ............ Wayne Dunaway 

Update on inner Chy Work 
J: I 0-L:SOpm ............ Raccoon John Smlth ...................................... Everette Donaldson 
I :50-2:30pm ............ More llollncss Give Me ............................................ Glenn Posey 
2:30-2:45pm ............ 111c ~lcl ds Arc While 
3:00-4:4 Spm ............ Forum · Women·s Role il1thc Chu.rd1 

·n1e Work of Godly Women .................................... FlaviJ Nid10ls 
Key Passages .................................................... \V"illiam Woodson 
Violations of Scri pt ur.~l Roles ............................ Don McWhorter 

5:00-6:4 Spm ............ Silver Circle Reunion Dinner 
6:30-7:30pm ........... ."l11e lnnucncc of Jesus on Society OSIJ ............................ Jesse Long 
7:00-7:20pm ............ Congregational Singing .......................... .................... Ted Norton 
7:30-8:30pm ............ Victory In )l'sus: Christ A bore AII .................................. V.P. Black 

TUESDAY, MARCH 11 
8:00-8:40am ............ Christ and Prayer ................................................ Rid1ard Rogers 
8:10-9:20am ............ 1.1JC Holy StJirit and lnSJllr.Jtlon ...................... William Woodson 
9:30-J 0:10am .......... 111c Law of Moses and Christ... ............................ .IIUke Gurganus 
I 0: 10· J O:SOam ........ Christ aml lluman Tr.~diUons ............................ Raymond Elliott 
I 0: 10· I O:SOam ........ Ladlcs Lecture: Victory In Trials: Why? ............. .Jane McWhorter 
I J :00· I t :30am ........ (Chapcl) Christian CompanioliS ................................ Floyd Bailey 
l I :30· I 2:55pm ........ Ladics LundiCOll 
1 I :30-12:5Spm ........ Luncheon · Christian Optimism .............................. jack Will1elm 

U11datc on Prison Work 
1: I 0-1:50pm ............ 1.1dlcs Lt'Cturc: Victory ill Trials: Coping Skills .... Janc McWhorter 
I: I 0-J :SOpm ............ Bartoli W. Stone ................................................ Wayne Kilpatrick 
! :50-2:30pm ............ Ready For Every Good Work .................................. 1~trner Pascur 
2:30·2:45pm ............ TI1c ~1eidsArc White 
3:00·4:45pm ............ Forum - Music in Worship 

ll1c Role of Music In Worship .................................. )ack Wilhelm 
Key l'assagcs .......................................................... Winfred Clark 
Violations of God"s Rc,·calcd Pal! em .................... Bobby Duncan 

5:00-6:4 Spm ............ Dinner - llonoring Winfred Clark 
6:30-7:30pnl ............ TI1e lnnucncc of Jesus on Society OSIJ .......................... Jesse Long 
7:00-7:20pm ............ Congregalional Slnglllg ............................................ Steve Mercer 
7:30-8:30pm ............ Victory in Jesus: Troubled Homes .................... llardeman Nichols 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12 
8:00-8:40am ............ Mir.~cies ............................................................ Charles Cochran 
8:10-9:20am ............ Divine l'rovldcllce ................................................ Randall Bailey 
9:30·1 0: I Oam .......... ll1e mghl Attillldc Toward llrclhrcli ........................ Jcsse Phillips 
1.0: I 0-l O:SOam ........ Fulldamcnlals of Chrlsli;mlly .............................. Bobby Duncan 
t I :00· I I :30am ........ (Chapcl) TI1e Christian and Work .................................. Rick Jones 
L I :30· I 2:55pm ........ J.und1con: "J11c Ufc of a Prcacher .............................. Tom Hoiland 

Update on Family IJfc Progr.~m 
t :J Q. I :SOpm ............ Samuel Rogers ................................................ Don Deffenbaugh 
I :S0-2:30pm ............ 8iblicalllcnuelleullcs .......................................... Winfred Clark 
2:30-2:·1 Spm ........... ."l11c Fields Arc While 
3:00·4:4 Spm ............ Fonnu · l'romlsc Keepers 

·n iC iloic of llusband and FaU1cr. ...................... .)ackle Stearsman 
Whal is Promise Keepers? .................................. Claude Gardner 
Error lul'romlsc Kccpcrs ...................................... Gcorge Herring 

5:00-6:1 Spm ............ Dinner 
7:00-7:20pm ............ Congregational Singing ......... ............................... David PhlUips 
7:30-8:30pm ............ VIclory In Jesus Over U1c Gravc ................................ Tom Holland 



Thoughts for Christian Women 

Be Still and Know 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Be still, and know that I am God" (Psa. 46:10). 
In our hustle-bustle world, we have forgot
ten how to "be still" and reflect on the beau

ties of life. We too often make time for everything 
but the one thing which matters most - knowledge 
of God and appreciation of his many good gifts. 
There is a real push toward acquisition of secular 
education but too little emphasis is given to that all 
important fourth "R'' - Religion. 

Knowledge of God is obtained through indi
vidual study of his revelation. "Study to show thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" 
(2 Tim. 2: 15). "You" is the understood subject. 

Knowledge does not come by accident, though 
many of us may wish it were so. ''And that ye study to 
be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work 
with your own hands, as we commanded you" 
(1 Thess. 4: 11). 

Mothers, especially with young children, find it 
difficult to set aside a consistent quiet time to collect 
one's thoughts and commune with God. One mother 
pours herself a second cup of coffee and relaxes with 
God's Word in preparation for a busy day before her 
husband leaves for work. For working mothers, an
other time might be more convenient. Whenever the 
time, it takes discipline and determination to make 
time for consistent study. 

"Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not sin against thee" (Psa. 119: 11). What a great 
need there is for us to seek a greater knowledge of 
God's Word. Even those professing Christianity are 
ignorant of much of God's teaching. Thus we have 
doors easily opened which allow the entrance of er
ror into our midst. Too many of us cannot recognize 
error when it hits us in the face. "My people perish 
for lack of knowledge" (Hosea 4:6). 

Mothers and grandmothers are in a unique posi
tion to teach and train our precious children to know 
and respect the God of heaven. Reinforced by godly 
fathers and grandfathers, that training can lead to 
obedience and faithful service to his cause. We can
not teach what we do not know. The lax attitude 

prevalent today has resulted in an 
apathetic, even rebellious, disposi
tion on the part of our young. We 
need to promote a chain reaction 
toward respect for God's authority. 

We make time for things we 
consider important. We follow our 
children's sports activities and 
school activities because we want to. To do so we of
ten must leave undone some tasks. Why not have the 
same fervor toward Bible study with our children? 
Turn off the television, put down the newspaper, 
magazine or book and enjoy a quiet time with God's 
book to strengthen your faith and renew your spirit. 

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowl
edge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction" 
(Prov. 1:7). In our growth as Christians we must add 
the graces of 1 Peter 1:5. We are to add knowledge to 
virtue. 
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Potpourri ••. 

Good friends continue to help the Firm Foun
dation in its effort to promote healthful 
teaching and contend earnestly for the once 

for all delivered faith. We appreciate you and must 
have your help if the paper is to continue. So, give us 
a leg up by actively recruiting new readers for the 
paper. Some elders, to help discharge their duty to 
feed the flock, send the paper directly into the homes 
of every member of the congregation. This assures 
an informed membership and helps to guard against 
the possibility of change agents moving in unawares 
and destroying the lambs. Advocates of unbiblical 
emotionalism who disdain the royal law and humble 
obedience to the Captain of our salvation are not 
comfortable where the Firm Foundation is respected 
and read. They soon move on and leave the church 
intact. 

Strange to say, many religious leaders demote 
God, denigrate doctrine, diminish the gospel, de
mean God's law, and degrade the church. Most of 
these false teachers are in the denominations, but 
some of them are in the brotherhood. 

Christianity is becoming experience-oriented 
and less doctrinal. Looking for a spiritual high, many 
turn to stories of human invention instead of prefer
ring Bible teaching. People would rather listen to a 
recital of an event, either true or fictitious, than have 
the scriptures read. Such stories are intended to 
amuse the hearer and make time seem to pass faster. 

Catholic Debate 
with 

Darrell Conley 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Jerry Moffitt 
+ + + 

3 video tapes 
$44.95 

(includes shipping and handling) 
+ + + 

Firm Foundation 
1-800-572-3619 

Even Bible accounts are decorated with imaginary 
background information, which distracts from the 
power of the gospel. A synonym for man-made sto
ries or anecdotes is lies. "They exchange the truth of 
God for a lie, and worship and serve the creature 
rather than the creator." "[T]heir senseless heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they be
came fools." 

The Firm Foundation is trying to hold the line for 
truth and right and deserves your vigorous help. Inat
tention jeopardizes our offspring's spiritual heritage. 
Neglect will cause eternal loss for ourselves and our 
children. It is time to be up and doing. 

Help Reeded 
OThe Central Chesterfield church in Chester, 

Virginia needs a meetinghouse. The congregation 
numbers about 40 and has bought the land and laid 
the plans, but needs some help to complete the 
project. The group is strong in the faith, evangelistic 
in thrust, and balanced in judgment. The Firm Foun
dation recommends this as a worthy work deserving 
of financial support. If you can send a little money 
contact: Tom Marshall, 8319 Hopkins Rd, Rich
mond, VA 23237. Phone: 804 275 4705. Email: 
marshallt@firstsaga.com 

On the March 
OThe Southwest School of Bible Studies, directed 

by Joseph D. Meador, announces their enrollment is 
up to 18 full-time students. The school is doing a 
good job of training men to preach the whole counsel 
of God. They are turning out true evangelists. Pro
spective students should call 1-800-805-7792. · 

Murder 
OMUNDELEIN - a Sept. 19 headline read: 

"FDA declares abortion pill safe." How can a pill 
that ends a human life be safe? Safe for whom? (Chi
cago Tribune, Oct. 14). 

Naked 
OCarroll P. Bennett of Camden, Ark. Sent a clip

ping announcing that at Ocean Isle Beach, (N.C.) 
"Christian" nudists are planning a weekend retreat 
of hot-tubbing, karaoke and reading Bible verses in 
the buff. Jerry Love, the sponsor of the event, says, 
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"We're not going to allow any open sex, drugs or par
ties. We're a very conservative group" (Arkansas 
Democrat, Feb. 21). 

By the way, brother Bennett reports in a letter to 
the editor that while on a recent visit to Ghana (M
rica) he attended a "witnessing" service in the 
church. People stood and gave testimonies. Two 
women gave solo songs as their testimony. Modern 
human happenings become more important to those 
practicing such Pentecostalism than preaching the 
Word. Most testimonies turn out to be rank exag
geration calculated to play on em~ti~ns an~ ~uddle 
the mind. It is an execrable exercise In stupidity and 
unworthy of those claiming to respect and follow 
truth. 

life-and-Jeafll 
0 Greenville (S.C.) News: In recent months, 

federal appellate courts have struck down laws 
against doctor-assisted suicide in New York and 
Washington state. The judges in those cases discov
ered within the 14th Amendment a constitutional 
right for individuals to choose a so-called humane 
death (our thanks to Earl Davis for sending the clip-
ping). . 

Time was if one person killed another person It 
was called murder. Now it is sometimes called doc
tor-assisted suicide. It is weird that two people can 
get together and one say to the other, "I'm going. to 
kill you, with your permission, so you can die with 
dignity." It is even more eerie that judges on t~e 
bench could sanction such conduct. If one person IS 
going to kill another person, he ought at least. to be 
required to get the court's express agreement In ad
vance of doing the deed. The appeals process should 
take 10 to 15 years. 

Sex Clubs 
$ San Francisco moved to license "group-sex

clubs." Tom Ammiano, a longtime homosexual activ
ist, proposed that the city grant permits to businesses 
"that encourage patrons to engage in, or to watch 
other persons engage in, sexual activities." His idea 
is endorsed by the city's health department. More 
than 16,000 San Francisco residents have died with 
AIDS. Remember that this proposal is being made by 
a group that says its members are just ordinary citi
zens who want to be at peace and love one another 

Bible lnfonet 
(http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 
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and they are in nowise different from heterosexual 
married couples (Source: World, Nov. 2). 

Crossing Over 
0 The Greater Atlanta Presbytery of the Presby

terian Church (USA) voted Oct. 22 to allow a trans
sexual minister to retain his/her ordination. The Rev. 
Erin (formerly Eric) Swenson, 48, said it's looking 
forward to getting on with it's life and counseling." 
Swenson is a marriage ther'lpist (Newsweek, Nov. 4). 

When Swenson was a man the Presbyterians or
dained him, but would not have ordained him if he 
had been a woman, but now that he is a woman/man 
and no longer a man/woman the Presbyterians have 
decided to allow it to retain it's ordination. Sounds 
clear to me. 

Inerrancy 
0 Edward Fudge, an elder at Bering Drive in 

Houston, sets the record even more crooked on iner
rancy. Fudge wrote in an internet posting: "Eight 
years ago I heard author-theologian James I. Packer 
give a lecture at St. John the Divine Episcopal 
Church in Houston on biblical authority .... 'I do be
lieve in the inerrancy of Scripture,' said Dr. Packer, 
'if you will let me define the term. For me, to say that 
Scripture is inerrant means that, when correctly un
derstood, whatever the biblical authors intended to 
communicate is ultimately true.'" 

Fudge then commented, "I personally am quite 
comfortable using the word 'inerrancy,' if we may 
take Dr. Packer's definition of it." Hmmm! 

Give Us r6is Day 
0 Daniel J. Tamayo of Pepperdine University 

wrote in an internet posting: "Please pray for the stu
dents that lost their homes to the fire in Malibu Can
yon. They are off-campus students. Pepperdine itself 
only sustained damage to the stables and to four 
trucks. God answered our prayers today." I'm not 
kidding. That is really what he said. 

lvolution? 
0 Michael J. Behe, an associate professor of 

biochemistry at Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pa., 
has written a book titled Darwin's Black Box. Mr. 
Behe says, "[T]he long effort to get down to the basic 
building blocks of life ends with this discovery: 
Those basic building blocks are anything but 
simple." Mr. Behe calls them irreducibly complex. 
"Indeed, they are so complex that only one honest 
conclusion is possible - intelligent design is some
where in the background." 



Mr. Behe shows how the mobility of cells, the 
clotting of blood, the immune system, and basic cel
lular transportation systems within the body have all 
been systematically ignored by evolutionists - at 
least with reference to how such sophisticated sys
tems ever got under way. Some of his scientific col
leagues are accusing Mr. Behe of all kinds of treason
ous things, like being disrespectful toward scientists. 
Mr. Behe says that intelligent design by no means re
quires the God of the Bible - or any God at all. It 
just requires intelligent design, but no designer, espe
cially if his name is God. 

Man/age Anyone? 

0 Newsweek (Sept. 16 and Nov. 4) is bending 
over backwards in an attempt to portray same-sex 
marriages as normal and wholesome. Pieces in the 
two referenced issues of the magazine allude to 3 or 
4 situations in which "two Moms" or "two Dads" are 
attempting to raise children. The focus is to present 
the "families" as normal. It appears that the selected 
examples are atypical, or the full story is not told. 
The fundamental promiscuity of homosexual behav
ior is ignored. Filthy practices by virtually all homo
sexuals are not discussed and therefore the danger
ous nature of the behavior is minimized. The far
above-average mortality rate of homosexuals is not 
mentioned. The possible long-term bad effect on the 
children in this unnatural and perverted relationship 
is unknown and that fact is not acknowledged. It ap
pears that Newsweek is attempting to throw a mantle 
of respectability over a sinful and unacceptable 
lifestyle. 

President Clinton signed "The Defense of Mar
riage Act" legislation designed to prevent gay mar
riages. The law, which passed Congress by over
whelming majorities in both houses, defines mar
riage in federal law as the union of a man and a 
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woman and stipulates that, contrary to the 
Constitution's "full faith and credit" clause, if one 
state allows gay marriage, other states need not rec
ognize the union. 

Jlfonement 

0 The Community Church of Christ, where 
Dan Dozier is the preacher, offered on Sept.· 21, 
1996 an Atonement Service. The announcement 
says, "To prepare our hearts and minds for this cel
ebration, we will have the Lamb,s Book of Life for 
everyone to sign again. It will be taken into the Holy 
of Holies by two of our Shepherds on the night of the 
service. 

Sounds like children at play. Whatever it is, it is 
not biblical. Makes one wonder whatever happened 
to commitment to the Bible and following its instruc
tions. 

Not Human 
0 Defense lawyer Sally Hoelzel, arguing her cli

ent, Deborah Zimmerman of Racine, Wis., is not 
guilty of attempted homicide, said, "The alleged vic
tim was not a human being." Miss Zimmerman is 
accused of trying to kill her unborn daughter, 
Megan, by drinking alcohol heavily. The child, now 
six months old, survived, but is suffering problems 
characteristic of fetal alcohol syndrome. Miss 
Zimmerman had threatened to the staff at a local 
hospital that she would kill her baby by drinking. 
Lawyer Hoetzel in a CNN interview said, "Had she 
in fact killed her unborn child, she would be exempt 
from prosecution. Under our abortion law, a mother 
can't be prosecuted." 

Spoil the Child 
0 The European Court of Human Rights took a 

whack at parental rights Sept. 9, accepting a 12-year
old boy's challenge to a British corporal punishment 
law. The boy, caned by his stepfather for trying to 
stab another child with a kitchen knife, claims his 
parents violated the 1950 European Human Rights 
Convention. If the boy's lawyers win, Britain would 
be forced to change its child punishment law, which 
currently allows parents to administer "reasonable 
chastisement." Many European countries - Austria, 
Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden- have out
lawed physical punishment by parents. It takes a vil
lage. 

Roles in the Read 
0 Body piercing had its origin in the gay and 

sado-masochistic subculture, but it has seemingly 
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entered the mainstream. People stick metal objects 
through eyebrow, navel, tongue, and more private 
parts. Turns out this is causing infection and can be 
fatal. At the very best it is dumb. 

Weed andrea 
OThe rap group Crucial Conflict wears their 

faith on their sleeve in their latest album, The Final 
Tic. For all of their profanity-filled numbers, they in
clude a heartfelt anthem in which they thank']esus 
Christ for his gift of Marijuana. 

Churcll and State 
$Judge Roy Moore, Gadsden (AL), was sued by 

the ACLU to force him to remove the Ten Com
mandments from his courtroom. Mr. Moore, with 
the backing of Alabama Governor Fob James and 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions, is fighting the suit. 
The ACLU is also demanding that Mr. Moore and 
other Alabama judges stop opening their sessions 
with a prayer. By the way, the Congress of the United 
States opens each session with prayer and the ACLU 
has not sued the Federal Government - so far. 

No Medicare 
0 For the first time, a federal judge has struck 

down Medicare and Medicaid payments to Christian 
Science healers as a violation of the constitutional 
separation of church and state. Christian Science 
practitioners have received $8 million to $10 million 
a year. Officials of the First Church of Christ, Scien
tist, which teaches that prayer is the most effective 
treatment for illness, say the federal and state money 
pays for general non-medical care - such as ban
dages, bedpans and comfort (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 
9 - thanks to Earl Davis). 

light lland 
OThomas Passmore thought his right hand was 

possessed by the devil. Taking to heart the biblical 
command, "If they right hand offend thee, cut it off," 
the Norfolk, Virginia native removed his hand with a 
circular saw. When he was rushed to the hospital, he 
refused to give doctors consent to try to reattach the 
hand. Now Passmore doesn't know how that nutty 
idea got into his head. He says the hospital should 
have ignored his commands and reattached the hand 
anyway. Since they didn't, he's suing them for $3.35 
million (Reason, Oct. 96). 

levelafion 

OThe Mission Church of Abilene, where 
~Q.nard Allen is the Senior Minister (Allen is an 
~tJ( January 1997 
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ACU prof), according to an internet message by 
George Butterfield, is receiving inspired songs - new 
revelation. Butterfield wrote, "The church believes 
that God gives songs to them and that they should lis
ten to God for those songs ·and then be faithful in 
using those gifts of God to God's glory. [N]ot all of 
those songs were given to trained and gifted musi
cians. The first song God gave to this church was 
given to a child, Nathaniel Brown (who looks to be 
about 8-years-old)." 

Butterfield commented, "May the Lord richly 
bless us with songs that can be used to bring glory to 
his holy name and build up the Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ .... I highly recommend the receptivity 
to the Lord and his working which is behind this 
great music." 

By the way, to honor God the Mission church, 
through a program called Caravan Ministries, is sell
ing tapes and CDs of the songs - for a profit. 

The Bible says that the one faith was once for all 
delivered in the first century Qude 3). If the Mission 
Church and George Butterfield are right, the faith 
continues to be revealed in song, and the Bible is 
wrong. I choose the Bible. 

One More 
flProstitutes' rights activist Margo St. James, a 

member of the new association of sex professionals 
in San Francisco, speaking of the call girl who gave 
tabloids the story of her alleged affair with presiden
tial advisor Dick Morris, said: "Most hookers have a 
code of ethics- they wouldn't run to the Star. If she 
were in our guild, she would be censured. I'd sus
pend her for 10 days." 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: 
Brother Meador, I have heard about a "New 

Hermeneutic" that some of our brethren are advocat
ing. My family and I are members of a congregation 
in Tennessee that was established over one hundred 
years ago and the church here is trying to remain 
faithful to the "old paths." However, some preachers 
in our area are now teaching that we need to interpret 
the Bible differently than our fathers. Why are some 
now trying so hard to change the way we understand 
Scriptures? 

Answer: 
The theory known as the "New Hermeneutic" is 

a false method of interpreting the Bible that has 
swept over our brotherhood. This is especially true 
in regions where this theory is heavily promoted by 
various universities. The too quickly converted stu
dents of the theory then return to their home congre
gations where a firestorm of digression spreads un
checked. 

Currently accepted ideas such as: (1) there are 
Christians in all denominations; (2) approval of using 
instrumental music in worship; (3) acceptance of de
nominational baptism; (4) one cannot be certain of 
knowing the truth; (5) that we must always empha
size love over doctrine; and (6) the church must 
reach out to and spiritually fellowship denomina
tions all result from the acceptance of a new way to 
understand the Bible. 

Not only are some of "our" university lecture
ships to blame for this present "new hermeneutic" 
crisis, but the nee-orthodox liberalism allowed in the 
classrooms in some of "our" schools is also respon
sible for this departure from the old paths. A genera
tion of preachers, elders and church leaders are com
promised. 

The new hermeneutic is not new, having been 
contrived by infidels such as Friedrich Schleier
macher, and Hans Georg Gadamer. It is the back
bone of liberalism. Contemporary writers add color
ing and dress to the view, but the theory remains vir-

tually unchanged since it's first acceptance by such 
modernist theologians as Emilio Betti (1890-1968); 
by existentialists such as Martin Heidegger (1889-
1976), Rudolf Bultmann (1884-1976); as well as 
those in the more moderate, but no-less dangerous 
nee-orthodox, camp like Emile Brunner (1889-
1966), Karl Barth (1886-1968) and Paul Tillich 
(1886-1965). Some strident voices among faculty in 
some of "our" schools proclaim that they are 
"Barthians" - and proud of it! 

The new hermeneutic is nothing more than the 
failed method of literary criticism and interpretation 
arising out of the Romanticist period where the as
sertion of personal feelings or. experiences were con
sidered all authoritative. Friedrich Schleiermacher 
applied Romantic philosophy to his task and claimed 
his goal as an interpreter was to reach behind the 
text to know the mind of the author. He thought this 
brought understanding of the "creative experience 
that called the text into being." He deemed the text, 
whether secular or biblical, as the sole product of 
creative human experience. 

Among our brethren, the adherents of the new 
hermeneutic have falsely presupposed that the gos
pel is a message that changes to meet the needs of 
differing ages and cultures. Therefore, the rational 
and logical method of Bible interpretation, to which 
so many have for so long subscribed, is now looked 
upon by liberals as a curious relic. They assert that 
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"you simply cannot look at the Bible as a pattern any
more, as this method is outdated and is no longer 
culturally relevant." 

The principles of Bible interpretation, as rightly 
understood and expounded by faithful brethren over 
the years, are now seen as woefully outdated. This is 
so, we are told, because "such principles no longer 
provide a relevant paradigm for a church that is now 
wrestling with so many diverse cultural and doctrinal 
issues." 

It is asserted that "the gospel was never designed 
to be interpreted in a factual or objective sense, but 
rather it must be interpreted symbolically, by an im
pulsive heart, and the gospel must stretch, adapt, and 
change to meet the needs of each generation." 

Further, with the revival of the charismatic/ 
pentecostal movement, some of our Bible professors 
and preachers are openly reaching that modern mi
raculous gifts- tongue speaking, and direct nudging 
of the Holy Spirit- are a genuine modern Christian 
phenomena. Still others, not so far gone, are pushing 
for a literal Holy Spirit indwelling which "enables" 
or directly operates on the individual Christian. 

Those who promote the new hermeneutic to the 
brotherhood think the gospel is no longer relevant. 
These modernists within our ranks have taken it 
upon themselves to conclude that the gospel must be 
interpreted differently if it is to "be a vibrant and 
meaningful message for today's society." 

Such pretentious brethren also contend that the 
gospel, as preached today in faithful congregations, 
is a contrived message which earlier generations of 
unlettered brethren devised (sincerely but unwit
tingly) from literary methods which were steeped in 
the rationalistic philosophy of John Locke. Such 
methods, they argue, have produced a gospel that 
cannot apply to the problems faced by the modern 
church. We are told to ignore correct reason and 
logic and simply trust in God beyond reason. One 
proponent of the new hermeneutic stated we must 
have the courage to step out beyond rationalism "to 
embrace a God who cannot be known!" 

In the beginning of the church one gospel was 
preached in every culture and clime. The apostles did 
not fashion different gospels for different cultures. 
There was one faith for all the world. This shows 
that the gospel is not influenced by culture, but 
rather is designed to influence sodally transmitted 
behavior patterns, or culture. If the gospel is molded 
by culture, we would have as many gospels as we 
~ve cultures. The gospel is the same in every gen-
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eration because the spiritual needs of humans are the 
same in every generation. 

A new hermeneutic will produce a new gospel. A 
new gospel is a different gospel. A different gospel is 
a false gospel. 

I marvel that ye are so quickly removing 
from him that called you in the grace of Christ 
unto a different gospel; which is not another 
gospel only there are some that trouble you, 
and would perverr the gospel of Christ. 

But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach unto you any gospel other than 
that which we preached unto you, let him be 
anathema (Gal 1:6·8). 
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8900 Manchaca Road· Austin, Texas 78748 

(512) 282-2438 ·Fax (512) 282-2486 

A warm welcome awaits Incoming students/ 



Directory 
Advertising in this section is S30 per line per 
year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., P. 0. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4~~1; •• 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-301 1 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-0720, 
Darrell Braking, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. ]. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hcsperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 911 07 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210 .F:v!.N. on Altadena Dr. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

Catm'gf~~·~HRIST 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Merra:.o;n~;r Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

-Florida -
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. ('h mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 1 I a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 
10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecant~ ; ;e; :_ Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 mi les cast of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 49 1. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 795-6 178. 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. cast of 1-75, usc Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake F~r~s·t Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 
665-8060. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872): •••• 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, To~y. :V!II_iams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - Bcllview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian -1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5 140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia -
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho -
Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher. 

- Indiana-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

- Louisiana -
Morgan City- 8th and Clothelde Street Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1756, 70380. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (504) 384-5383. 
Cornelius C. Abbott Ill, preacher. 

-Michigan-
Garden City - 1657 Middlebclr Rd. Sun. 10, 
10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. DAn Goddard, 
minister. (313) 422-8660 off., 427-4416 res. J. 
275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlelbclr, rr. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. , 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55 792. Sun. 9: 15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi-
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Roberr Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., \~ef~ ? p.m. (417) 334 3866. 
Farmington- Sunny View Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoul:t - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun . 9:45, I 0:45 a.m., 6 p.m. , 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City- Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293 -4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hanley Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (9 19) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-680 I. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Fo1111dation Lectureship. 

Dayton - Overlook • Cl;u~ch of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Ncar WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 
Fairborn, ncar Day·t ~n· ·a;td Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-11 62. 

-Oklahoma -
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, V. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical St11dies, (405) 732-1050 or 
739-0705. 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (9 18) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
p reacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott 
Lowder, minister. 787-5814. ,;~ 
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-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. jimmie B. Hill, minister. 
Memphis - Knight• Ar·n~id Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet -The Viliag;; Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robemo~ "eounty 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., 
between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles 
nonh of Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, 
evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, 
643-1021, 643-9404. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m.! ~!r! .Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 .p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:http://web. wt.net/-dgal 

Denton - Pearl Str~;t • Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7!3.0.~·~· 

Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7;3.o:~~m Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whinen, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. . . . . . 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. ..... 
Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. ..... 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Mille~,.e!~~ge1ist. 

Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke-Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in English and Spanish.) ..... 
San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, pre~c~~r:. 
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382·:~3?;. 
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton- Hampto~ "ch~;ch of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (804) 
851-3496 or 723-0803 • 

Max Meadows - Ft: Chi;;ell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) ~3.8;~4.66. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

Firm Foundation 
Bible Correspondence Course 

Sixteen Bible lessons written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 
2. The Old Testament and the New 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 
6. The Life of Christ 
7. The Two Covenants 
8. The Establishment of the Church 

9. First Christian Converts 
1 0. How the Church Grew 
11. The Conversion of Saul 
12. The First Gentile Converts 
13. Justification by Faith 
14. By Grace Are You Saved 
15. Religious Authority 
16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each- $2.40 per set-plus shipping 
Answer sheets Included free upon request. 

To order call1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the lessons and bill you. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Large number of brotherhood books for sale; 
good prices. Write for list of books to Shawn 
Gott; 2414 Oakbrook, Jonesboro, AR 72401, 
(501) 972-0533. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Two Covenants 
(1996 Lectureship). The Maior Prophets (1995). 
The Minor Prophets (1990). The Providence of God 
(1989). Order from Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671-0128. (601) 
393-2690. Each book $15.00 plus $2.00 
shipping 8c handling. Multiple orders sent and 
billed. 

Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Founda
tion, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, 1X 76095-7876. Classified and display ads 
must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be 
canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Sound, mature, conservative gospel preacher 
needed for congregation of 40. Self supporting 
and own a house. Send r~sum~ to Walnut St. 
Church of Christ, 102 south Walnut, Warren, 
AR 71671. The right man can move immediately. 
For more information call Bill Watson, (501) 
226-5986; James Callaway (501) 226-6206; 
Calvin Davis (501) 226-6547. 

Preacher wanted: Membership 125. Send r~sum~ 
to Winfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 528, 
Winfield, KS 67156 

Minister wanted: Small country congregation of 
approximately 35-40 members, seeking a sound, 
conservative, retired minister. Must have partial 
support. Contact William L. Hettick (601) 289-
7536 after 6:00 p.m. or weekends, for the Nile 
Church of Christ, RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, 
Mississippi 290051. 

The Mayfair Church of Christ in Huntsville, AL 
is seeking an experienced evangelist/preacher/ 
teacher to assist us in our efforts to encourage, 
strengthen, and mature the church in Biysk Siberia 
(Russia). Biysk is a city of 350,000 lo-cated in 
the Altai region of south central Siberia near the 
Mongolian border. The church was established 
in June of 1994. If you have the desire and are 
willing to consider spending at least on year in 
Russia, please contact Ken Newlin at (205) 882-
2979 or via E-mail at knewlin697@aol.com. 

Retired conservative preacher needed for 
congregation of approx. 25. Call or write: Ed 
Spomer, P.O. Box 5665, Cheyenne WY 82003. 
(307) 634-3027 

Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 450 
members in South Georgia, very active in World 
Missions, and local church program seeks a man 
to work in a multiple role with our Family Life 
Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be a 
self-starter, and sound in the Faith. Salary 
negotiable. Send r~sum~, references, and video 
or audio tape to elders, Forrest Park Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 2331, Valdosta, Georgia 31604. 

Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send r~sum~ and 
video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and intro 
of family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 
Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667-
6708. 

Mid-Missouri congregation, 60 members, self
supporting, seeking conservative gospel preacher. 
Please send r~um~ to Truman Road Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 29, Higginsville, MO 64037. 

West Texas congregation of approximately 300 
families seeks an experienced pulpit minister. 
Please send r~sum~ to C. A. Prichard, Chairman, 
Search Committee, 600 N.W. 16th, Andrews, TX 
79714. Fax (915) 523-6448. 

Preacher needed for Eunice, LA (pop. 15,000). 
Small congregation (attendance 15-20). Can 
furnish 3-BR house and $500 per month support. 
Looking for a retired person or someone who 
can work in addition to church work. Contact 
Elders P.O. Box 417, DeQuincy, LA 70633. 
(318) 786-2083 

Central California congregation in Bakersfield is 
seeking full-time minister who is committed to 
personal work and growth. Must be doctrinally 
sound and energetic; experience desired. 
Compensation negotiable. Congregation of 130 
has large, modern facility. Please send audio and 
video-taped sermons and personal references 
from churches to Elders, Oildale Church of Christ, 
2912 N. Chester, Bakersfield, CA 93308, or call 
Larry Mixon (805) 327-2054 8:00 am. to 5:00 
p.m. Pacific Standard Time. 

Established congregation of 225 members seeking 
an experienced, biblically sound full-time 
preacher/minister. Congregation is very involved 
in missions. Present minister is leaving for work 
in Indonesia. Send r~sum~, references, and/or 
video/audio tapes to Lincoln Church of Christ, 
1307 Meridian Street, Huntsville, AL 35801. 
Phone calls: Tommy Dozier,205-534-9818 or 
Colin McKee, 205-536-7211. E-Mail at 
mckee@hiway .net 

Preachers Available 
Preacher, 36, married, desires to relocate. 
Graduate of East Tennessee School of Preaching 
and Missions. For r~sum~ (413) 774-5090 or 
Forrest jackson, P.O. Box 322, Greenfield, Mass. 
01302 

For Sale 
Dispensational Premillennialism Refuted, Again, a 
180-page book that fully exposes the 
pretribulation dogma and many related matters in 
great detail. Send $7.95 plus $1.50 for shipping. 
Also, Sabbatarianism Kayowed, a colorful 33-page 
book that thoroughly answers 60 questions 
Adventists ask about the sabbath. Send $2.00 plus 
$1.00 shipping. Both books, $11.00 plus 
shipping. Bruce R. Curd, 340 Caraway Dr. 
Marion, NC 28752. (704) 652-5878. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 
38340. We also buy religious books and libraries. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994)- $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

Please send us your used Bibles, books, song 
books, and communion sets you no longer need, 
and we will ship them to preachers and 
missionaries overseas. Central Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 967, 907 Third Ave., Gadsden, AL 
35902 

Preaching student in need of support. Will 
graduate from SW School of Bible Studies in 
Austin in 1997. Going to Tenn. Bible College in 
Cookeville. Am committed to preaching full time. 
Contact Mel Hutzler, Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, 8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, TX 78748 
(512) 282-2438. 

Missionary, South America- family looking for 
support in Latin America. Long-time experience 
in Latin Amer. 8c Europe. Fluent in Spanish. 
Church planting, pulpit work, personal 
evangelism. Available. Write to Missions 
Ministry, P.O. Box 655, Graton, CA 95444. 

Missionary needs support. Experienced 
missionary needs additional support $1,500 
monthly. You may take over any amount. Already 
on field. Write to HJD, P.O. Box 48, A-23~!) 
Perchtoldsdorf, Austria, Europe. Supervising 
congregation: Park Heights Church of Christ, 
Hamilton, TX 76531. 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or 
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Application of the Sermon - 1 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

We must make the gospel relevant. To those 
who believe and love the Scripture, that 
expression is like a red flag to a bull. It is 

certain to elicit a strong reaction because the Scrip
ture is and has always been relevant. Sometimes, 
however, our rejection and suspicion of those who 
seek to make the gospel relevant incorrectly and il
logically lead to the conclusion that we need not 
demonstrate the relevance of the gospel. There is a 
difference between believing that the testament of 
our Lord is not relevant without a codicil by man and 
attempting to demonstrate the gospel's relevance to 
hearers' lives. The former is unbelief disguised as 
faith; the latter is faith at work in today's world. In a 
sermon it is called application. 

Application is connecting the text with the 
hearer's condition. It demonstrates the relation of 
the text to the hearer's life. It instructs the hearer 
how to act upon what has been declared. Application 
relates instruction to the hearer and declares the 
practical demands made by the text. 

While the best sermon may make no difference 
in the lives of hearers, a sermon that is not at least 
intended to make a difference in the lives of the hear
ers is no real sermon. Charles Spurgeon reportedly 
said that the sermon did not begin until the applica
tion began. Without application the hearer is apt to 
perceive little more than obscure generalities, a fog
ging of the world with words, a skimming over the 
surface like a hover craft without touching anything 
specific. Such preaching produces hearers whose 

worldliness demonstrates that their faith is little 
more than an abstraction, having no impact on how 
they live. In modern parlance, they can talk the talk, 
but they can't walk the walk. 

Preachers make a serious mistake when they per
ceive their task as nothing more than providing bib
lical information on the supposition that their hear
ers are programmed to automatically connect truth 
to their lives. The heart of preaching is not just 
truth, but truth applied. If there is no reason to as
similate biblical information, the preacher cannot 
reasonably expect to hold his hearers' attention. 

Those who ignore sermon application to the con
temporary world often do so in claimed fidelity to 
Scripture. In fact, it demonstrates infidelity. The faith 
once for all delivered was not delivered in the abstract. 

Just as the Word became flesh in a manger, his 
truth came into a real world. It did not disregard that 
world and the human predicament as it then existed. 
To the contrary, both the Living Word and the writ
ten word addressed that world directly. 

Had James been a professor of homiletics, he 
might have written, "For as the body apart from the 
spirit is dead, even so a sermon apart from applica
tion is dead." Moses might have written, "The life of 
the sermon is in the application." But if application is 
so important, why is it so rare? Don't let your sub
scription expire. That is next month's topic. 

10880 Memorial 
Houston, Texas 77024 
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Editorial 

Copyright, Ethics, 
and Journalism 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Write therefore the things which you have 
seen, and the things which are, and the 
things which shall take place after 
these things. 

It is manifestly not wrong to tell it like it is. 
Conversely, it is clearly wicked to cover up, de
ceive, and fail to report even squalid and 
shameful things. 

Journalism is defined as: "The collecting, 
writing, editing, and presentation of news or 
news articles in newspapers and magazines and in radio and 
television broadcasts." 

People accuse journalism of being too personal; but to me it 
has always seemed far too impersonal. It is charged with 
tearing away the veils from private life; but it seems to me 
to be always dropping diaphanous but blinding veils be
tween men and men. The Yellow Press is abused for expos
ing facts which are private; I wish the Yellow Press did any
thing so valuable. It is exactly the decisive individual 
touches that it never gives; and a proof of this is that after 
one has met a man a million times in the newspapers it is al
ways a complete shock and reversal to meet him in real life 
(G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936), British author. Tremendous 
Trifles, 'A Great Man' (1909). 

The world famous "Anonymous" said: "Doctors bury their 
mistakes. Lawyers hang them. But journalists put theirs on the 
front page." 

It may be that I am overly sensitive - or even paranoid
but it seems to me that editors get an unfair percentage of ver
bal brickbats. They are constantly being told that they are un
ethical, hardhearted and unfair. 

When a well-known person is accurately quoted to his dis
advantage, he may respond by saying that private matters have 
been put under the glare of a public spotlight and that it ain't 
right. (Of course, he doesn't say "ain't," I put that in for color 
-that's how editors are.) 

People seem to think they can say or do anything they 
want and are insulated from exposure by copyright law, which 
seems to be a widely misunderstood law. If not accused of vio
lating copyright, editors are accused of being unethical. So, we 
are going to talk about copyright and ethics. 



Copyright: If what the average person seems to think about 
:opyright were true, no newspaper could be published. The daily 
news tells us about what people say and do. If a person makes a 
speech or writes an article or letter or makes a private statement, 
it may be reported in the media. This does not abuse the perpetra
tor of the speech, article, letter or statement. When a person says 
something, he needs to taste his words and consider if he would 
like to see what he has said on the front page of tomorrow 
morning's newspaper. If not, he best keep his mouth shut and his 
actions circumspect. 

What about copyright law? What is protected and what is fair 
game? The copyright law was recently revised (1993-94 ). It is pro
tective for a longer time than ever before. The law is designed to 
protect a person from having his ideas stolen and commercialized. 
If a person creates a good idea, he has the right to profit from it. 
Another person does not have the right to take his good idea and 
enrich himself. 

The law is not intended to exempt a person from his own fool
ish and reckless statements, nor to exempt him from accountabil
ity when he says things that are damaging to others. Written words 
have copyright protection at the moment they are created, with or 
without the copyright symbol "©." 

An important part of the copyright law is the "Fair Use," sec
tion 107. It reads: 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 1 06A, 
the fair use of copyrighted work, including such use by repro
duction in copies or phonorecords or by any other means speci
fied by that section, for purposes such as criticism, comment, 
news reporting, teaching (including multiple copies for class
room use), scholarship, or research, is not an infringement of 
copyright. In determining whether the use made of a work in 
any particular case is a fair use the factors to be considered shall 
include: 

The purpose and character of the use, including whether 
such use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educa
tional purposes: 

The nature of the copyright work; 
The amount and substantiality of the portion used in rela

tion to the copyrighted work as a whole; and 
The effect of the use upon the potential market for or value 

of the copyrighted work. The fact that a work is unpublished 
shall not itself bar a finding of fair use if such finding is made 
upon consideration of all the above factors. 

Some do not seem to understand the 'fair use' provision of the 
copyright law. It boils down to this: If I report what you say -
even if I shout it from the rooftops - and do not make a profit 
from it, that is fair use. If I quote you in whole or in part for the 
purpose of criticism, that is fair use. If I quote a written or spoken 
statement, whether private or public, for educational purposes, 
that is fair use. A U.S. Government circular on copyright law says: 

Although the courts have considered and ruled upon the 
fair use doctrine over and over again, no real definition of 
the concept has ever emerged. Indeed, since the doctrine is 
an equitable rule of reason, no generally applicable definition is 
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possible, and each case raising the question must 
be decided on its own facts. 

Freedom of speech is a constitutional guarantee. 
So is freedom of press. The copyright law was never 
intended to restrict the people's right to know or 
abridge the media's right to tell. To attempt to shut 
the mouth of media is dangerous and can lead to 
many abuses. In the church, the people have a right 
to know what is taught in the schools, in the pulpits 
and in printed matter. If there is misrepresentation 
and falsehood and heresy disseminated, privately or 
publicly, the redeemed have a right to know. What 
they may chose to do after being informed is their 
business. 

Okay, okay, we understand that a person cannot 
claim copyright law as an exemption from his care
less statements, but what about ethics. Is it ethical to 
report accurately what another person has said, writ
ten or done? The cry that is often heard when the 
statements of a person are reported is: "It is not ethi
cal to tell people what I said or did." So, what about 
ethics? Is it ethical to make statements and then try 
to escape the consequence by claiming it is unethical 
to report what is said? 

Ethics 

What is ethics? The dictionary says: "A set of prin
ciples of right conduct. A theory or a system of moral 
values: !4n ethic of service is at war with a craving for 
gain, (Gregg Easterbrook). The study of the general 
nature of morals and of the specific moral choices to 
be made by a person; moral philosophy. The rules or 
standards governing the conduct of a person or the 
members of a profession: medical ethics." 

In other words, "ethics" means "common sense, 
basic fairness and fundamental honesty." 

I do not have the right to misrepresent you, but I 
do have the right to present what you say and do. It is 
unethical to slander you, but it is ethical to accu
rately report what you have said and done. 

A person may say that the mother of Jesus was "a 
sexually questionable woman." If I report what he 
said, it is ethical. If I misrepresent him, it is unethical. 
It is just that simple. 

Let us ponder another scenario: A person says 
something that is ridiculous. An editor reports what 
the person said accurately. Is the editor unethical? 

Here is another scenario: A person publicly re
ports something another person wrote, said or did 
and another person sends private communications 
(personal letters) to others critiquing public state-
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ments privately, is that ethical? Well, suppose, in the 
private letter, the writer attacks the character of an
other person, is that ethical? Suppose he makes 
harsh accusations against another person, is that 
ethical? Is he guilty of backbiting and whispering? 
Now we are getting someplace, if what he does is 
not unethical, it is sinful. (It is hard to see how a 
thing can be sinful but ethical.) 

In other words, Is it ethical to slander a person in 
private letters? If I say something out in the open and 
someone attacks me in private letters, is his conduct 
ethical? 

Journalism 
Well, that brings us, full circle, to journalism again. 
What about it? Is it sinful to report and criticize 
what has been said or done? Is it wrong to report 
conduct or statements to the whole world? Is it de
praved to tell the truth? 

The lowest form of popular culture - lack of 
information, misinformation, disinformation, 
and a contempt for the truth or reality of most 
people's lives - has overrun real journalism. 
Today, ordinary Americans are being stuffed 
with garbage (Carl Bernstein, U.S. journalist, 
Guardian, London, 3 June 1992). 

Let us pray that the church is not being "stuffed 
with garbage" in the name of copyright protection 
and ethics. 

"Am I become your enemy because I tell you the 
truth?"' 

Postscript: 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 

Journalism without a moral position is impos
sible. Every journalist is a moralist. It's abso
lutely unavoidable. A journalist is someone who 
looks at the world and the way it works, some
one who takes a close look at things every day 
and reports what she sees, someone who repre
sents the world, the event, for others. She can
not do her work without judging what she sees 
(Marguerite Duras [b. 1914], French author, 
filmmaker. Outside: Selected Writings, Foreword 
[1984]). 

I am a journalist and, under the modern 
journalist's code of Olympian objectivity (and 
total purity of motive), I am absolved of re
sponsibility. We journalists don't have to step 
on roaches. All we have to do is turn on the 
kitchen light and watch the critters scurry a. 
O'Rourke [b. 1947], U.S. journalist. Parliament 
of Whores, 'Why God Is a Republican and Santa 
Claus Is a Democrat' [1991]). 



Elitism 
By Bill Lockwood 

There is a built-in danger to learning. It is an 
elitist attitude that frequently becomes part 
of one's character as advancement is made in 

scholastic endeavors. To be "elite" is to think too 
highly of self on the basis that "I am in the know" and 
my neighbors are not. 

Opposing such an outlook is allegiance to King 
Jesus which causes us to bow to his character build
ing, unity-making command, "[D]oing nothing 
through faction or through vainglory, but each count
ing the other better than himself" (Phil. 2:3). 

A recent example of this "elitism" is the 1995 
"State of the World Forum" sponsored by the 
Gorbachev Foundation in San Francisco, and at
tended by a grand gathering of powerful politicians, 
educators and media moguls. As Mikhail Gorbachev 
kicked off the sessions he announced, "From the out
set I would like to suggest that we consider the estab
lishment of a global Brain Trust to focus on the 
present and future of our civilization." He went on 
to insist that "this idea of a Brain Trust can only suc
ceed if endorsed and actively pursued by people who 
are widely respected as world leaders and global citi
zens." It is within this atmosphere of self congratula
tion that Barbara Marx Hubbard wrote regarding 
population control that we need to "eliminate 
one-fourth" of the world's population. Not to worry, 
however, "you are not responsible for this act. We 
are. We are in charge of God's selection process for 
planet Earth." Here the "elite" assume to themselves 
the powers of population-planning-the architects 
of the world! 

On the Educational Scene 
The National Education Association mandates what 
should be done with children, frequently disregard
ing the wishes of parents. Recent conventions of two 
national teachers' unions served as forums to pro
mote "big-spending, anti-parent, feminist and homo
sexual agendas." The NEA, for instance, in Septem
ber adopted several resolutions which indicate dis
gust for parental interference with their own 
children's education. One specific resolution called 
for "Opposition to federally or state-mandated 
choice or parental option plans" (AFA Journal, Octo-

her, 1996, p. 9). Once more, policy-making elitists 
cannot hide that they believe parents know too little 
to be entrusted with the education of their offspring. 

Far beyond mere public classroom materials, 
many teachers indoctrinate to revamp attitudes and 
replace "old" world-views. Listen to James 0. 
Dobbs, long-time stalwart for the gospel and Ameri
can freedom: 

In education ... a widely-accepted epistemology 
holds that truth can only be approximated, 
never really known. By this deceit we are 
placed in the awkward position of never being 
sure, of never experiencing the strength that 
comes from a realization of what is right, and 
thus of being robbed of conviction. This means 
we can never oppose with confidence what we 
may believe to be error, that we cannot take 
strong stands, that we must be forever chained 
by the silken cables of modulation and appease
ment (A Significance For the Individual, pub
lished in Vital Speeches of the Day, p. 688, origi
nally delivered to the Graduating Class, 
Abilene Christian College, May 29, 1961). 

On the Familial Scene 
Identical haughtiness is easily observed in the 
"children's rights" movement, in which Hillary 
Rodham Clinton has been a primary spokesman. 
When she has called upon our legal system to remove 
the presumption that children are minors under pa
rental control, she brazenly displayed the same 
pompous disposition. In effect, her attitude is: "We 
of government, the educated doctors of law and hu
man behavior, know what is best for you. Just get out 
of the way and let us manipulate." If one supposes I 
have overplayed it, consider her own words written 
in 1974 in which, not merely referring to exceptional 
cases of child abuse, she argued for a broad-based 
general rule for all children: 

I want to be a voice for America's children ... 
advocating ... the immediate abolition of the le
gal status of minority and the reversal of the le
gal presumption of the incompetence of minors 
in favor of presumption of competence; the 
extension to children of all procedural rights 
guaranteed to adults; the rejection of the legal 
presumption of the identity of interests be
tween parents and their children, and permis
sion for competent children to assert those 
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independent interests in the courts (Harvard 
Educational Review, 1974, quoted in the Phyllis 
Schlafly Report, 1 0-92). 

The first lady continued: 
We are talking about everything from compul
sory school attendance to driving privileges to 
nurturing requirements .•. decisions about 
motherhood and abortion, schooling, cosmetic 
surgery, treatment of venereal disease, or em
ployment, and others where the decision or lack 
of one will significantly affect the children's fu
ture should not be made unilaterally by parents 
[l'eacher1S College Press, 1979). 

Note Hillary's population-planning by which 
she would "lord it over" America: 

The basic rationale for depriving people of 
rights in a dependency relationship is that cer
tain individuals are incapable or undeserving of 
the right to take care of themselves and conse
quently need social institutions specifically de
signed to safeguard their position. Along with 
the family, past and present examples of such ar
rangements include marriage, slavery, and the 
Indian reservation system. 

As Schlafly comments, "That is vintage 1970s 
feminism." The ruling elite considers God-ordained 
marriage as an arrangement kin to slavery which 
treats wives like second-class citizens. The attitude 
seems to be, we know what the country needs, in 
spite of what you plebeian persons say you desire. 

On the Religious Scene 
Of particular disturbance to Christians is the snub
bing of the "ordinary" Christian by the educated class 
of theologians who seem to enjoy flaunting their Doc
tor of Divinity degrees. The sin here is particularly 
egregious, not only because it is in direct violation of 
the moral code of King Jesus, but it occurs in the place 
where \ve least expect it - in religion. And, it is no 
coincidence that the "doctors and lawyers of God's 
Word" are typically extremely liberal in their ap
proach to the Bible. But perhaps the most dangerous 
aspect of grandiose attitudes in religion is that those 
with advanced educational degrees appear to be un
der the collective impression that they are beyond 
prejudice, which is the worst prejudice of all. It is al
most as if with educational advancement comes a con
tinual inoculation against the possibility of discover
ing something amiss in our confusions. 

Consider for a moment the first two paragraphs 
of The Five Gospels, What Did Jesus Actually Say?, 
edited by Robert Funk, Roy Hoover and the Jesus 
Seminar: 

6 

The Five Gospels represents a dramatic exit 
from windowless studies and the beginning of a 
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new venture for gospel scholarship. Leading 
scholars- Fellows of the Jesus Seminar- have 
decided to update and then make the legacy of 
two hundred years of research •.• a matter of 
public record. 

In the aftermath of the controversy over 
Darwin's The Origin of the Species~ ••• American 
biblical scholarship retreated into the closet. 
The fundamentalist mentality generated a cli
mate of inquisition that made honest scholarly 
judgments dangerous. Numerous biblical schol
ars were subjected to heresy trials .... However, 
the intellectual ferment of the century soon re
asserted itself .... By the end of World War II, 
critical scholars again quietly dominated the 
academic scene ..•. Critical biblical scholarship 
was supported, of course, by other university 
disciplines which wanted to ensure that dog
matic considerations not be permitted to in
trude into scientific and historical research. 

And all of that in only the first two paragraphs! In 
the business world this would amount to me being 
called into question for shady financial dealings, then 
auditing myself to reassure the world of my inno
cence. The sly seminar has in effect not only cor
nered the market on honest scholarship - but has 
labeled conservative dissenters as "dogmatic funda
mentalists" who know nothing of "fair-minded" 
even-handed study. 

Those who accept the verbal inspiration of the 
Scriptures are ruled as prejudiced dogmatists. Sadly, 
our own academic institutions fall down at these 
scholarly trumpet blasts to do obeisance. If you wish 
to be educated in halls of learning by our own breth
ren, you will be forced, in many institutions, to 
breathe this stale air of pompous nonsense. 

25 Cherrywood Circle 
Marshall~ TX 75670 
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The Abundant Life 
By Shan Jackson 

J esus said, "I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly" 
Oohn 10:10). Paul wrote, "Preach the word; be 

instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex
hort with alllongsuffering and doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Jesus' abundant life message is one of an over
flowing, overwhelming, overcoming life. A life that 
satisfies, soothes, and sustains. A life that preserves, 
prepares, and penetrates. "In him was life; and the 
life was the light of men" Oohn 1:4). 

Many miss pleasure in this life because the ache 
of anxiety robs them. When we hear God's Word 
say, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls" (Matt. 
11:28-29), do we believe? 

Christ was born to a world that was bleak as any 
depression. Yet, he said, "Take no thought [do not be 
anxious] for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put 
on" (Matt. 6:25). In verse 34 he says, "Take there
fore no thought [do not be anxious] for the morrow: 
for the morrow shall take thought for the things of 
itself." 

Jesus is not saying that we should not use an in
telligent and thoughtful approach concerning the fu
ture. Jesus says that a man who does not count the 
cost is foolish. Sincere concern and honest planning 
are not the same as doubt and anxiety. 

First, Christ promised to be with us. "Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world" 
(Matt. 28:20). In the darkest nights Christ is with us. 
In Corinth Jesus said to Paul, "Be not afraid . .. for I 
am with thee" (Acts 18:9-10). The abiding presence 
of the Savior enabled Paul to cope with the situation 
and not be broken by it. 

Speaking as the Oracles of God Lectureship 

"Far Gad Sa Laved lhe Warld" 
A book of sermon outlines 

Taylor. Dobbs, Cates. Meador, Melson, Lockwood. Gary Colley, 
Gilmore, Glenn Colley,Coats. Hitchcock, Elkins 

$4.75 Includes shipping and handling 
Eastside Church of Christ • 2141 Kingston • Muskogee, OK 74403 

Second, Christ has promised his pardon. The 
greatest single cause of anxiety might be unresolved 
guilt. Our grieving over sin has long been a cause of 
alarm in the body of Christ. Yet, here is the good 
news of the gospel: "If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us of all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). · 

David wrote of his anxious moments brought 
about by sin. In Psalm 6:6 he penned these words. "I 
am weary with my groaning, all the night make I my 
bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears. Mine 
eye is consumed because of my grief." David was 
drowning in his guilt. He later wrote, "Purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; 
that my bones which thou hast broken may rejoice" 
(Psa. 51:78). And, that is exactly what the Lord did 
for the king and what he will do for all his repentant 
children. 

Third, Christ has promised his provisions. "For 
by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by him, and for him" 
(Col. 1: 16). 

Jesus made everything. He upholds all things by 
the word of his power (He b. 1:3 ). He can take care 
of us. Paul says, "I can do all things in him that 
strengtheneth me" (Phil4:13). I can endure all things 
-overcome all things- because Jesus strengthens 
me through the precious promises of his unfailing 
Word. 

Fourth, Christ has promised his purpose. Paul 
says, "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatso
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God" (1 Cor. 10:31). 
Christians have a purpose. A purpose that is far be
yond the normal. Through Christ we live not for this 
time only, but for eternity. Our purpose is to glorify 
God. 

Fifth, Christ has promised to give peace. "Let not 
your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe 
also in me" Oohn 14: 1). "Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you" Oohn 14:27). 
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"The wicked are like a troubled sea which can
not rest." "There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto 
the wicked" (lsa. 48:22). We must show the world 
that true peace is only in the Lord and his kingdom. 
We walk a war-torn path outside his protection. We 
cannot serve God and mammon (Matt. 6:24). If our 
eye is single to God and his glory, then we will have 
rest and tranquillity. If we do not have "Peace, per
fect peace, in this dark world of sin," it is because of 
our unbelief. We can blame no one but ourselves. 

My brethren, the reason we preach the Christian 
life is because this is what God demands. It is also the 

way to reach the lost with the message of salvation. 
The life Christ wants to supply us with is not a dream 
or an illusion. It is not something that is sought but 
never found. Jesus said that we "can know the truth" 
and that the truth "shall make us free" ijohn 8:32). 

Francis Scott Key penned these insightful words: 
"Nothing but Christ can give us the victory. Not 'til 
we believe that he is our Lord. None will be safe 
from evil allurements. Not 'til we believe and trust 
on his word." 

P.O. Boz 904 
Palacios. TX 77465 
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Enlightenment 
By Charles Pogue 

S orne say the Holy Spirit must enlighten the hu
man mind to understand the Bible. Whether 
the Holy Spirit gives aid to understand the 

Scriptures is basic doctrine, not opinion. If the Holy 
Spirit acts directly upon the human mind for us to 
understand the will of God, do we have the first-cen
tury gift of knowledge (1 Cor. 12:8). 

The New Testament teaches that the miraculous 
gifts of the Spirit have ceased (1 Cor. 13:1-13; Eph. 
4:7-14). If one of these gifts is still in force, why not 
all of them? If the gift of knowledge is still available, 
we should have everything from speaking in un
known tongues to miraculous healing and punish
ment. 

If the Holy Spirit enlightens the human mind to 
understand the Bible, then "study to show thyself 
approved unto God" would not be necessary. God 
commands such study (2 Tim 2:15). Therefore, we 
can be sure the Holy Spirit does not give us the 
meaning of Scripture in an immediate way. 

Paul said in Ephesians 3:3-4, "How that by rev
elation he made known unto me the mystery, (as I 
wrote before in few words, Whereby, when ye read, 
ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 
Christ)." Paul thought we could read and understand 
the words of revelation. 

We ask the following questions of those who be
lieve the Spirit must give them direct help to under
stand the Scriptures. The questions are under four 
headings: communication, confusion, confirmation 
and condemnation. 
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Communication 
Name a specific verse of Scripture that you did not 
previously understand, but now do understand be
cause the Holy Spirit helped you. How did the Holy 
Spirit communicate the meaning of that verse to 
you? Did the Holy Spirit reveal the meaning of the 
passage visibly or audibly? 

Some dodge the question by saying, "I do not 
know." Then how does one know there has been a 
communication, and who communicated it~ 

The Bible requires you to give an answer for 
what you believe (1 Pet. 3: 15). 

Confusion 
What if two members of the church claim the Spirit 
helps them understand a difficult verse, but hold con
tradictory views on its meaning? Does that make God 
the author of confusion? Did the Holy Spirit give one 
or both of them a false interpretation? If so, what will 
be the criteria for determining which, if either of 
them, has the right understanding of the passage? 

God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33). 

Confirmation 
Messages from the Spirit in the beginning of the gos
pel were confirmed by signs and wonders. 

"And they went forth, and preached every where, 
the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following. Amen" (Mark 16:20). 

For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience re
ceived a just recompense of reward; How shall 



immediate Holy Spirit enlightenment? Is he lost? we escape if we neglect so great salvation; which 
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 
God also bearing them witness, both with signs 
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will 
(Heb. 2:2-4). 

Many who say the Spirit enlightens their mind to 
understand the Bible, claim it is not a matter of salva
tion. Why not? 

If anyone claims the Holy Spirit helps to under
stand Scripture, he should give a demonstration of 
divine might to prove his claim. No reasonable per
son would accept any explanation as a divine inter
pretation just because someone said so. Where is the 
proof? 

The opposite side of this coin is, "Could one lose 
his salvation by teaching one does not have or need 
the direct help of the Spirit to understand the Bible?" 

What is taught concerning the Holy Spirit is a 
crucial matter. Much of the strife in the church re
sults from a failure to understand the person and 
work of the Holy Spirit. 

John wrote, "And many other signs truly did 
Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book: But these are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye might have life through 
his name" ijohn 20:30-31). 

Condemnation 
If one rejects the idea that the Holy Spirit gives direct 
help in understanding the Bible, is that one con
demned? Paul wrote "Quench not the Spirit" (1 Thess. 
5: 19). Does one quench the Spirit if he rejects direct, 

Just two more questions: Does the direct help 
one supposedly needs from the Spirit to understand 
the Bible apply to the Old Testament? We leave you 
to ponder the implications of that question as it af
fects the Jew before the Spirit was given. And, does 
the alien sinner need the same enlightenment of the 
Spirit as the saint? If yes, then a failure to understand 
the plan of salvation is the fault of the Holy Spirit for 
not enlightening the lost. If no, how is it that the 
alien can understand what God says to him but the 
h'ld f G d t, 8804 Lait 
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Observe the Lord's Supper Every Sunday? .................................................................................... David Brown 
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Who Killed Jesus? 
By Steve Cordle 

'

he Jesus Seminar is at it again. It seems that 
when Easter and Christmas times come 
around, the popular media starts running sto

ries about Jesus and whether he existed and whether 
the Gospel accounts are reliable records of the life of 
Christ. The primary source of information for the 
popular media to get information about Jesus and the 
New Testament is the so-called Jesus Seminar. 

The Seminar is a group of liberal scholars who 
deny many of the basic truths of Christianity. In the 
Indianapolis Star (Mar. 26, 1996), there appeared an 
article entitled Scholar says issue of Who killed 
Jesus?~ has affected Jewish-Christian relations. The 
article quoted John Dominic Crossan of the Jesus 
Seminar speaking on the issue of the death of Christ. 
The statements attributed to Mr. Crossan contain 
many errors of fact, especially in regard to biblical 
teaching. The errors are outlined as follows: 

Error: "Crossan concludes that Jesus was killed 
because He preached 'radical egalitarianism' in an 
age when the Roman empire oppressed His people 
...;_ peasant Jews." 

Fact: Jesus did not die because of Roman oppres
sion on the Jewish people. Jesus died to save man
kind from sins. In Luke 19:10, Jesus said he came to 
seek and save that which was lost. Mter Christ's res
urrection he told the apostles that it was necessary 
for Christ to die and that "repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name, to all na
tions" (Luke 24:46-47). 
. Error: "Jesus' message about the kingdom of 
God was not about heaven, it was about life on this 
earth." 

Fact: The kingdom of which Jesus spoke about 
was abput heaven. When on trial before Pilate, Jesus 
was asked if he were a king, The Lord's reply was: 
"My kingdom is not of this world, if it were, then 
my servants would fight" ijohn 18:36). In the ser
mon on the mount, Jesus encouraged people to lay 
up treasures in heaven, not on earth where they can 

Bible lnfonet 
(http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 
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be damaged or destroyed (Matt. 6:19-21). Through
out the gospel, believers are encouraged to look to
ward heaven and the reward that awaits us there, 
not to look for a kingdom or reward on earth. 

Error: "[The message of Jesus] was deeply 
rooted in Jewish tradition and in the Jewish people's 
struggle for freedom from slavery in Egypt." 

Fact: Jesus' message was not rooted in Jewish 
tradition as much as it was divine inspiration. In 
Matthew 17, God himself stated that Jesus is his Son 
and we are to listen to him not the Old Testament 
prophets or the Law of Moses. 

Error: "Jesus called upon his heritage to oppose 
Roman rule. . .. " 

Fact: That statement is a big error. Crossan bla
tantly contradicts what the Bible teaches about 
Christ and the Roman government. Jesus never once 
encouraged anybody to oppose Roman rule. In fact 
the opposite is true. In Matthew 22:15-22, when 
asked if it was proper to pay taxes to Caesar, Jesus 
said to "render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's 
and to God the things that are Gods." In 1 Peter 
2:13-18, Peter said for Christians to obey the govern
ment, including Rome. 

Error: "Uesus] called on his disciples to work for 
systematic change." 

Fact: If Crossan is speaking of political change, 
he is wrong. Jesus never addressed the issue of politi
cal involvement or so-called "social justice" issues 
that many liberal theologians get involved in. 

Error: "Jews were often demonized by the au
thors of the gospels." 

Fact: It is true certain of the Jews were looked at 
in an unfavorable light. But, it is with good reason. It 
was the Pharisees and Sadducees that were the main 
opponents of Christ. Many of the common Jewish 
people as a whole believed in Christ, until they were 
instigated to turn on him by various false witnesses at 
his trial. 

The bottom line is that anyone who tries to ac
cuse the Jewish people of being the sole cause of 
Christ's crucifixion does not understand Scripture. 
All people, whether Jew or Gentile are responsible. 
It was sin that sent Jesus to the cross. All have 



sinned, (Rom. 3:23). Jesus said that his message had 
to go to all nations (Matt. 28:18-20; Luke 24:44-48), 
not just the Jewish nation. Remember, it was for the 
whole world that Jesus gave his life. 

has decided that Judas did not betray Christ, or at 
least the charges wouldn't stick. I guess the inspired 
account of the four gospel writers means nothing to 
these heretics. 

For a decade, the Jesus Seminar has been attack
ing the truth of Scripture and the fact it is God's rev
elation to mankind. The people who make up this 
body seem to lack respect for biblical authority or 
truth. The members of the Seminar decide which 
sections of Scripture belong in the inspired Writ by 
casting subjective votes. They throw out most any
thing that hints of miracles and some material that 
has nothing to do with the miraculous. The Seminar 

I would encourage anyone looking for Bible an
swers to go to the Bible, not to theologians who seek 
to weaken Bible truth. We Christians have a greater 
burden to bear in that we must stay on top of the at
tacks on the faith so that we can always be ready to 
give an answer for the hope that is in us. 
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3:30 p.m ............... A Balanced View of Grace ..................... ~ ..................................................................................... Tommy Moore 
7:00 p.m ............... A Balanced View of Fellowship ......................................................................................................... Dave Miller 
8:00 p.m ............... A Balanced View of Human Sexuality ............................................................................................. Gary Colley 

Sunday, February 16 
9:30 a.m ••••••••••••••• Survey of the New Testament ................................................................................................... Johnny Ramsey 

10:30 a.m ............... What Is Christianity? ................................................................................................................. Johnny Ramsey 
1:30 p.m ............... A Balanced View of Judging .......................................................................................................... Carl McCann 
2:30 p.m •.••••••••••••• A Balanced VIew of Faith and Works .............................................................................................. John Moore 
3:30 p.m ••••.••••••.••• Accomplishing Balance in Our Priorities .................................................................................. Richard Melson 
7:00 p.m ••..••••...•••• Biblical Balance Demands Proper Attitudes .................................................................................... Don Walker 
8:00 p.m ••••••.•••••.•• Jehovah Calls for Balance ................................................................................................................... Ken Hope 
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9:00a.m ••••••••••••••• A Balanced View of God {1) .......................................................................................................... Eddie Parrish 

10:00 a.m ............... Maintaining Biblical Balance Concerning the Qualification of Elders ............................................ Ken Ratcliff 
11:00 a.m ............... Paul's Balanced Answer in 1 Corinthians 8 .............................................................................. Robert Dodson 
1:30 p.m ••••••••••••••• A Balance Between the House of Mourning and the House of Feasting (Eccl. 7:1·6) ................... Carl Garner 
2:30 p.m .•••••••••••••• Balancing Knowledge and Actions .............................................................................................. Darrell Conley 
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8:00 p.m •••••••••••.••• A Balanced View of Discipline .......................................................................................................... Mike Vestal 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

The Goal of Mission Work 
By Rod Rutherford 

0 ur Lord has commanded us to "go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature" (Mark 16:15). The salvation of 

souls depends upon their hearing and obeying the 
gospel, for only the gospel is "the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes" (Rom. 1: 16). 
When a missionary goes into a foreign land, preaches 
the gospel, and souls are obedient to it, is his task 
completed, or is there yet work to be done? When 
can we pronounce a mission work finished? What is 
the ultimate goal of mission work? 

Missionaries, missions scholars, and church 
leaders generally will agree that the ultimate goal of 
all our mission work is to produce congregations 
which are "indigenous." Webster defines "indig
enous" as "growing or produced naturally." An indig
enous church is one that belongs naturally in the cul
ture in which it is found. It is not alien or foreign, nor 
discernible as such. God has designed his church so 
that it meets the needs of men in every century, coun
try, culture and clime. The gospel does not need to be 
changed, adapted, or modified, but if taught in its 
purity, will produce the same thing, the church of 
Christ, in any part of the world at any given time in 
history (Luke 8:11). 

An indigenous church has three characteristics: 
(1) It is self-governing; (2) It is self-supporting; (3) It 
is self-propagating. Today, one can go to many na
tions of the world where our brethren have rendered 
devoted, sacrificial service for decades, and the 
churches are still in their infancy. Few congregations 
have qualified elders and deacons. The only outreach 
which is done is spearheaded by missionaries, or na
tional preachers whose support is derived wholly, or 
in part, from congregations in the USA. If, for some 
reason, the missionaries should be withdrawn and 
American funds stopped, the work would suffer a 
setback, or might not even survive. It is obvious in 
such situations that principles which lead to the es
tablishment of indigenous churches have not been 
followed. 

An indigenous church is self-supporting. Wise, 

12 janu3ry 1997 
Firm Founda1ion 

loving parents provide for their ,....-------, 
children when they are young and 
incapable of caring for themselves. 
But they also realize that the time 
must come when their children are 
able to stand on their own and 
make their way in the world. There
fore, they teach them principles of 
hard work and economy and pro
vide education so they can eventually become self 
supporting. The same should be done with churches. 
As long as we continue to pour funds into the same 
churches year after year, and these same churches 
never begin to take responsibility for their own sup
port, they will remain infants, and we will never 
have the funds to evangelize the world. A new con
gregation, from its beginning, should be taught that 
eventually it must cease being a receiver and become 
a giver. A mission congregation should grow to the 
point that it becomes a part of the team supporting 
efforts to take the gospel to the whole world! 

An indigenous church is self-governing. Caring 
parents train their children to be responsible. Ini
tially, they must make all the decisions for them, but 
gradually they will lead them into making their own. 
Eventually the time comes when the apron strings 
are cut and the once dependent children form their 
own families and begin training their own children. 
So it must be in mission work. Wise missionaries will 
work to develop leadership in local churches. They 
will encourage the church to become self governing. 
It must be the aim of the missionary to work himself 
out of a job as soon as possible. 

An indigenous church must be self-propagating. 
It is the work of Christians to produce Christians by 
teaching the gospel to the lost. God designed his 
church under its leadership of elders, evangelists, 
deacons and teachers to be a missionary society to 
reach the lost and an educational institution to train 
the saved. A church which is not actively involved in 
efforts to carry the gospel to the lost in its own com
munity is not the church as God designed it. From 



the very beginning of their spiritual lives, converts 
must be taught their responsibility to use their tal
ents to reach others with the saving message of the 
gospel. From its inception, a congregation needs to 
be grounded in the idea that it is designed by God to 
be an evangelistic vehicle. 

What is the goal of mission work? Successful 
mission work has been done only when self- support
ing, self-governing, self-propagating churches have 

been formed. Sponsoring churches should insist that 
the missionaries they support will have wisely formu
lated plans to make the churches they establish truly 
indigenous. Only when mission churches become a 
part of the team to carry the gospel to others will we 
be able truly to take the gospel to every creature. 

P. 0. Box 751135 
Memphis~~ 1N 38175-1135 
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EHeds of the Holy Spirit's Indwelling 
By Tim Nichols 

1 1 agree the Bible teaches the Holy Spirit lives 
in the child of God. There are at least two 
ideas about how this indwelling is accom

plished. Some say it is by means of the Word and oth
ers say it is direct and immediate. Although most 
who affirm a direct indwelling are able to conceive of 
an inactive, motionless, silent, and voiceless habita
tion, others are unable to envision this. 

They take note that their own indwelling spirit is 
perceived by its effects (they think and experience 
feelings insensible matter cannot experience - see 
Dan. 7:15). They notice that the indwelling of evil 
spirits, in the New Testament, produced discernible 
expression. They seem unable to refrain from sup
posing that there must be some outcome produced 
by the direct and personal indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. Some then imagine that their own thoughts, 
feelings, and inclinations are the prompting of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit dwells in the Christian (1 Cor. 
6:19-20). When some are asked to explain the means 
by which he dwells in us, the answer is, "He does so 
by means of the Word that he inspired men to write." 
The Spirit dwells in us by faith (Gal. 3:2,14). Saving 
faith comes by the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). 
Therefore the Holy Spirit dwells in the child of God 
by means of the Word of God. Others say the Spirit 
dwells in the child of God directly - without means. 

When asked to explain the effects of his indwell
ing, those who say the Scriptures teach that the ind
welling is by means of the Word can show many ef
fects of the Spirit in their life. Those who affirm the 
direct indwelling cannot show any effects that are 

not already accomplished by the revealed Word of 
God. 

The alleged direct indwelling seems to be a func
tion without a purpose, an act without an action, a 
cause without an effect, a service without an aim, a 
source without an end, and an object without an ob
jective. 

When we gather all of the scriptural evidence 
that bears upon this subject to compare and synthe
size what is revealed, we are compelled to conclude 
that the pieces can only be made to fit together cor
rectly when we see that the Holy Spirit dwells in the 
Christian by means of the Word. 

This is not a matter of forcing the statements of 
Scripture to fit our preconceived opinions after the 
manner of Procrustes who "stretched his victims or 
cut short their legs to make them fit the length of his 
bed." It is more analogous to a hand and a glove. The 
Scriptures reveal both the hand and the glove and the 
hand can only be said to fit perfectly into the glove 
when we are able to see that the means by which the 
Holy Spirit acts ("dwell" is an action verb) in our 
lives today is his inspired Word. 

He is said to be in us. He is received by the "hear
ing of faith" (Gal. 3:2), and such faith comes by hear
ing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). All that he is said 
to accomplish in us he is said to accomplish by means 
of his inspired words. All fits into place when we al
low ourselves to see both the hand and the glove that 
God reveals. 

Consider the following from the pen of D. R. 
Dungan: 

The law of analogy.- Everything must be 
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found to agree. Harmony is one of the first de
mands of truth. Two truths are never contra
dictory. It is impossible for contradiction to be 
found where there is truth in all concerned. 
Hence, when any fact has come to be known, 
and about it there can be no longer any doubt, 
whatever may be reported after this, which is 
contradictory thereof, is rejected at once as be
ing certainly untrue. And yet this rule must not 
be employed so as to prevent investigation, for 
it is possible that we may be perfectly satisfied 
with an error. We have long regarded it as 
truth, and may make it the reason for the rejec
tion of facts that would be of great value. But if 
the new fact is admitted, then that which has 
been accepted must be displaced, for it is impos
sible for both to be correct. Hence no interpre
tation can be true which does not harmonize 
with all known facts (Hermeneutics, pp. 83, 84). 

This method demands that all facts shall be 
reported. -It assures all concerned that if all 
facts are reported, and they are permitted to 
speak for themselves, error will not be possible. 
But it is not always possible to obtain all facts 
that have bearing on any given subject. Indeed, 
it is very probable that complete success in this 
respect has never yet been attained. All the 
mighty works of Jesus were not reported; but 
enough were presented for the faith of all who 
were willing to believe. John said that he did 
many other signs besides those which he re
corded, but that the record he made was suffi
cient. This method demands that when all the 
facts can not be had, as many shall be reported 
as possible. The falling of one apple would not 
be enough to prove the law of gravity, for 
there might have been something peculiar (1) 
in the then present condition of things; or (2) 
in the form of the falling body; or (3) in its con
tents; or (4) something present which had 
attraction for it and not for other bodies. On 
the other hand, it is not necessary that all bod
ies shall have been observed in their relation to 
each other; a large number will do, if they em
brace the several kinds of material, and are 
tried in many circumstances - provided there is 
no opposing fact. One opposing fact will be 
enough to introduce an exception, at least, to 
the rule. Hence it would not be a universal law. 
Before reaching a conclusion, then, all facts at
tainable should be gathered (Hermeneutics, p. 
84). 

Concerning this word dwell (oikeo), the Theo-
logical Dictionary of the New Testament says: 

This word ... can mean intrans. 'to dwell,' 'to 
live'... and also trans. 'to inhabit,' 'to take as 
one's abode' .... More important, however, is the 
fact that [oikein] is used to describe inward psy
chological and spiritual processes. •.. Simi
larly we read in Rom. 7:18: 'For I know that in 
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me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good 
thing' ... and 7:20 goes on to say that sin dwells 
in me .•.. The dwelling of sin in man denotes its 
dominion over him, its lasting connection with 
his flesh, and yet also a certain distinction from 
it. The sin which dwells in me... is no passing 
guest, but by its continuous presence becomes 
the master of the house.... Paul can speak in 
just the same way, however, of the lordship of 
the Spirit (Kittel, p. 135, vol. 5). 

When one gladly receives the Word (submits to it 
with all his heart), the Holy Spirit has dominion over 
him. He knows the will of the Master only by means 
of the words the Holy Spirit has inspired. 

Although the word dwell (oikeo) does not always 
imply dominion (Acts 28: 16), it often does have that 
connotation (Rom. 7:17-20). This meaning seems to 
fit perfectly with all else that is revealed in the New 
Testament concerning the dwelling of the Holy Spirit 
in the Christian. 

The presence and influence of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives is an evidence that Christ dwells in us (1 
John 3:24). It is an earnest and a seal of greater bless
ings in heaven (2 Cor. 1:22, 5:5; Eph. 1:14). As both 
an evidence and as an earnest, the Holy Spirit's pres
ence within us needs to be perceptible in some way. 

The earnest given to us imparts to us both confi
dence and knowledge that heaven is waiting to re
ceive us (2 Cor. 5:5). The brethren in Ephesus had 
"heard the word of truth," "believed" it, and were 
"sealed with that holy Spirit of promise [w]hich is the 
earnest of our inheritance." As a consequence of re
ceiving this earnest Paul prayed that God would give 
them "the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him" and that their understanding 
would be enlightened, and that they might "know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints, [a]nd what 
is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward 
who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power" (Eph. 1:13-19). 

The Spirit that is in us causes· us to know that he 
abides in us and that we abide in him (1 John 3:24), 
and the means by which this knowledge is given to us 
is the Word or, in this case, his commandments with 
which we can compare our lives (1 John 3:24). 

These are the stated effects of the Spirit who 
dwells in us and they ~re effects produced by his 
powerful and living Word when our broken wills 
yield to his influence. 
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The Story of the Vineyard 
Christian Fellowship 

By J. E. Choate 

The conservative churches of Christ are under 
sustained attacks from brethren who pose as 
"people of the Book." They command the 

pulpits of large urban churches. They sit in ivory 
towers of academia. They edit papers such as the fal
tering Image and the failed Wineskins. There are 
three smoldering hot beds of postmodern paradigms 
already surfaced and are posing mounting threats to 
churches of Christ. The three models are the Willow 
Creek Community Church, the Vineyard Church 
Fellowships (Third Wave, and the Toronto Blessing), 
and postmodern theology. 

Gary Holloway and Michael Weed, senior fac
ulty in the Christian Institute of Christian Studies in 
Austin, Texas, presented a paper in May 1985 before 
the Disciples of Christ Historical Society in Nash
ville. The paper was titled "The Gospel in Urban 
Vessels: Churches of Christ Face the Twenty First 
Century." 

The article as a whole strives mightily to prove 
something that is never dearly articulated. Holloway 
and Weed do offer two specific models in particu!ar 
for worship changes in churches of Christ which 
they suggest may help churches of Christ to survive 
and prosper into the 21st century. And what they 
suggest makes a stunning impact when once it is 
learned what they have in mind. 

Holloway and Weed proposed two new models 
of worship practices for churches of Christ in a few 
words tucked away in a short paragraph. These two 
models they say are already evident among churches 
of Christ. The statement: 

One is the seeker service model of the Willow 
Creek Community Church .... The other model 
influencing Churches of Christ is the third 
wave charismatic worship described by church 
growth expert C. Peter Wagner and others. 

An informed person is left wondering if 
Holloway and Weed would write what they have, and 
believe what they say provided they know their facts. 

The Willow Creek Community Church model 
was addressed in a previous article. Some in 
churches of Christ have a limited awareness of the 

Willow Creek church model based upon the likes of 
Max Lucado and Jeff Walling. Some churches of 
Christ have already converted over to the Willow 
Creek Church Community model, e.g., the 
Hendersonville Community Church of Christ near 
Nashville. 

Its senior pastor, Doug Varnado, is DLU's most 
popular Bible faculty member. DLU's CEO, and Se
nior Vice President give their full endorsement to the 
Willow Creek paradigm by preaching in the Hender
sonville Community church pulpit by invitation. 

On the other hand, very few in churches of 
Christ have ever heard of the Vineyard Christian Fel
lowship which is tied in with the "Third Wave" Pen
tecostal theology articulated by a professor, C. Peter 
Wagner, in the Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasa
dena. 

The burden of this article is simply to trace the 
historical development of the Vineyard Christian 
Fellowship and its "Third Wave" connection to de
termine if there could be any possible connections 
with conservative churches of Christ. 

The Vineyard Christian Fellowship 
Previous articles in various papers have addressed 
the Willow Creek Community Church model (para-
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digm). The full story of the Vineyards Church Fel
lowship is much more complex, and nothing is 
known about it by the rank and file members of the 
churches of Christ. Since Holloway and Weed pro
pose the "Third Wave" (the Vineyards) as an op
tional model for the postmodern church of Christ, 
we have no choice but to bring to the light of day the 
secrets of the doings of the "Third Wave" as en
dorsed by church of Christ apologists. 

The history of the Vineyard Fellowships in South
ern California: About 1973, a small group of Calvary 
Chapel churches had come under the influence of 
John Wrmber. Wrmber, an ex-member of the Friends 
church, was the charismatic pastor of a small church 
which started in 1978 and grew to a membership of 
700. W1111ber requested and was granted permission 
to join Chuck Smith's Calvary Chapel church. 

On the other hand, the original Vineyard Chris
tian Fellowship (Signs and Wonders) began as a small 
study group led by Ken Gullickson. In 1982, the 
Vmeyard Christian Fellowship resulted from a 
merger of elements of Chuck Smith's Calvary 
Chapel, and Ken Gullickson's original Bible Study 
Fellowship which later developed into the Vmeyard 
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Christian Fellowship. 
John W1111ber had approached Gullickson about 

joining his Vineyard Fellowship. Permission was 
granted. John Wimber changed the name of his Cal
vary Chapel church to "Vineyard." He would later 
move to Anaheim where Wrmber's Vmeyard church 
soon grew to over 5 000 members. Since then the 
Vineyard Christian Fellowships has grown to a mem
bership of 50,000 with more than 600 Vineyard 
churches located in 28 states, Canada, and five for
eign countries. 

Today John Wimber, senior pastor of the Ana
heim Vineyard Christian Fellowship, is the undis
puted godfather of the expanding Vineyard 
churches. In 1986, the "Association of Vmeyard 
Churches" was formed giving the Vineyard churches 
a quasi-denominational status. In May 1990, 
Wimber announced that the Kansas City Prophets 
had become a part of the Vineyard network of 
churches. 

Understanding the Mfhird Wave" 
In Pentecostal Circles 

That there is a third wave must mean there were two 
previous waves. The first Pentecostal movement 
(first wave) has its own American story. The 
Pentecostalization process began in the early 1900s 
with the emergence of classical Pentecostalism which 
has its roots in the Wesley/Holiness tradition. 

The ~First Wave'': The story was reported April 
16, 1906 in the Los Angeles Times of a revival being 
held in a tumble down shack on Azusa Street in Los 
Angeles. Not since the revival in the Kentucky cane 
breaks (1801) had such things been seen on Ameri
can soil. A part of the news story follows: 

[T]he devotees of the weird doctrine practice 
the most fanatical rites, preach the wildest 
theories, and work themselves into states of 
mad excitement in their peculiar zeal. • •• The 
night is made hideous in the neighborhood by 
the howling of the worshippers. 

It took almost fifty years for classical Pentecos
talism to gain the respectability of mainline Protes
tantism. By 1985, it was estimated there were 240 
million "old line" Pentecostals. 

The Second Wave: The second wave of the Holy 
Spirit was the charismatic movement of the 1960s 
during which time claims were introduced that the 
miraculous power of the Holy Spirit was at work in 
the mainline denominational churches. Speaking in 
tongues and the exercising of other gifts enumerated 
by Paul marked this second Pentecostal/charismatic 



phenomena. Peter Wagner calls this the "Second 
Wave." We recall the role of Pat Boone in this move
ment. 

What Is the MThlrd Wave"? 
One of the most dramatic developments in the 1980s 
has been the rise of the "Signs and Wonders" move
ment associated with Jack Wimber and the Vineyard 
Movement. While the origin of "Vineyards" goes 
back to 1978, Wimber's distinctiveness came to 
prominence in 1983 through the "Signs and Won
ders" course (MC510) offered in the Fuller Theo
logical Seminary in Pasadena, California. This most 
popular seminary course enrolled 2800 students, but 
was discontinued amidst controversy after four 
years. 

He was assisted by C. Peter Wagner (church 
growth expert) who wrote the primer for the power 
manifesto of the Vineyards titled The Third Wave of 
the Holy Spirit. This is the book which helped launch 
the "Third Wave" Pentecostal Movement, and is 
used as a major reference to understand power heal
ing, e.g. the "Third Wavers" who were taught by 
Wimber that they were reliving the days of the 
apostles. They were told they too could perform 
m.iracle healing, exorcise evil spirits, and raise the 
dead as did Jesus and the apostles. Wimber said that 
tongue speaking is not for our time. Who told him 
so? 

The desire of those in the Third Wave is to expe
rience today the miraculous power of healing the 
sick, raising the dead, and receiving prophecies. 
Wimber taught that "signs and wonders" will accom
pany the preaching of the gospel today as in the per
sonal ministry of Christ. Wimber taught: "We can do 
what Jesus did- we must do what Jesus did." 

The emphasis of the Third Wave is on miraculous 
healing and words of knowledge that come as imme
diate revelations from God. As a matter of fact, the 
Third Wave Movement is based on the superstition 
that the age of miracles never ceased. Randy Harris 
(DLU professor) lends his personal support to the 
"Third Wave" in an article printed in the 1996 April
May Wineskins and by paying special deference to 
Jack Deere, once the scholar of residence for the 
Vineyard Christian Fellowship churches. 

Postscript 
In the words of the preacher, "The half has not yet 
been told." And the truly amazing part of the story 
begins on the evening of January 20, 1994 when 
about 120 Vineyard devotees gathered near the 

Toronto airport for a series of meetings. Then the 
"giggles" for God erupted and people fell on the 
floor, laughing, rolling, and other bizarre exercises. 

The next article will present the full story of the 
surrealistic scenes of the "Toronto Blessing" when 
the worshippers go "ape." Nothing like it has been 
seen since the Cane Ridge and Azusa Street revivals. 

3714'/z Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 37215 

(Editor's comment: If what the new Pente
costalism is promoting is presented as "doing what 
Jesus did'' in the line of miracles, then the wonders 
and signs of the Son of God are deprecated and 
amount to no more than sham and fakery. The truth 
is Jesus and those authorized by him did real 
miracles. They gave perfect sight to one blind from 
birth, caused a man lame from his mother's womb to 
run and leap, instantly calmed a stormy sea and 
called the dead out of the grave. Such things are not 
happening today. The counterfeit miracles of modern 
day impostors tends to discount the bona fide super
natural acts of 2,000 years ago. More is the pity. 
Cannot these people see they are doing damage to the 
cause they profess to love? The thing is capable of 
demonstration. If these people can produce a real 
miracle, let them do so. We will gather with any of 
them at any cemetery in the entire nation and wit
ness a resurrection of someone dead and embalmed. 
If the dead person breathes again, I will convert -
and so will multiplied millions. In the meantime, 
Pentecostalism is branded for what it is - a spurious 
imitation; deceitfulness and empty pretense 
Dobbs.) ~}.-
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What Does Jesus 
Mean to You? 

By Hugo McCord 

0 n a cold and wet night in October of 1968, 
in a tent in Belfast, Northern Ireland, where 
the late, beloved Fred Walker was preach

ing, a young boy (perhaps nine or ten) spoke words 
that have touched the hearts of thousands of people. 

Sitting next to the lad was Bill Tyner, who put his 
arm around the boy, and asked, "What does Jesus 
mean to you?" Surprised, he looked up at Bill with 
piercing eyes, and said, "Why, he's my everything
what does he mean to you?" 

The words of the boy touched Bill's heart, and 
inspired him to write a meaningful and edifying song, 
He Is My Everything: 

Some folks may ask me, some folks may say, 
Who is this Jesus, you talk about ev'ry day? 
He is my Savior. He set me free. 
Now listen while I tell you what he means to me. 
He is my ev'rything. He is my all. 
He is my everything, both great and small. 
He gave his life for me, made ev'rything new. 
He is my everything. Now how about you? 
He's there each morning, to lead my way. 
He is my comfort, each and ev'ry day. 
In alii trust Him as I journey along, 
And that's the reason, I sing this song. 
Jesus invites you, to come along. 
Lift up your heart with Him, and sing this song. 
His word doth promise, if you'll obey, 
You can live with Jesus, each and ev'ry day. 
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The Departure 
of Paul Kidwell Sr. 

Paul Kidwell died in a Birmingham, Alabama, 
hospital on Dec. 12, 1996. He was only 63, 
but his heart failed and his immortal spirit re

turned to the God who gave it. Paul was well known 
as a television preacher. The program he foundedSeed 
Sowing, was heard nationwide and in some foreign cit
ies. Of Paul Kidwell it can be said, "Behold , a sower 
went forth to sow" ... and in the evening, he went 
home. 

His faithful wife, Joyce, buried him with lamen
tation but "not as those who have no hope." The 
godly influence of Paul and Joyce is displayed in 
their children. Two of the four sons, Tim and 
Nathan, are gospel preachers. One son, Mark is a 
deacon, and Paul Jr., is a disciple. The two Kidwell 
daughters, Laura Boyd and Linda Bell, are married 
to preachers. What a legacy for the church and the 
grandchildren. 

Paul preached in local work in Tennessee, Ala
bama, Georgia, North Carolina, and Arkansas. Six
teen years ago he set his heart on preaching the 
Word on a wider scale by the use of television. His 
ambitious goal of covering the nation with the truth 
of the gospel was realized when the program grew to 
include every major market in America. He joined 
forces with Truth for the World, a program designed 
to teach the gospel by radio, television, printed page, 
and preaching campaigns. The work goes on. "One 
generation goeth, and another generation cometh; 
but the earth abideth for ever." 

Brother Kidwell was under treatment for a heart 
condition for many years; because of it was unable 
to carry sufficient health insurance. A fund has been 
established to help defray the expenses of his last ill
ness. Contributions in his memory and honor can be 
made to North Jackson Church of Christ, Paul Kid
well Fund, 2780 Hwy 45 By-Pass, Jackson, TN 
38305 . 

Paul, a good soldier in the army of the Lord, has 
laid his armor down. He exchanged his cross for a 
crown. Farewell, happy warrior, we will see you in 
the morning when the sun of righteousness "shall 
appear a second time, apart from sin, to them that 
wait for him, unto salvation." Fp 



When I Call to Remembrance 
By Jim Bill Mclnteer 1 / 

What I heard as a child does not make it 
right- but on reflection, it does grant me 
a sense of peace and a solace of soul. 

What I was taught when I attended David Lipscomb 
College and later Harding College does not make it 
law and gospel, but as I reflect on those messages 
during the 30s and 40s, it gives me reason for thanks
giving for what those schools did for me. As you in 
turn recall the teachings that came to you when you 
were far younger than you now are, and if you were 
attending regularly those services of the church or 
classes in one of our schools, what do you recall? 

Never did I hear anyone question the legitimacy 
of the divinity of Jesus Christ; the high honor of his 
virgin birth; the adoration that was due our God for 
sending him. The proof he offered of his 
Messiahship; without question, the validity of his 
miracles, the genuineness of every act of the Christ, 
and the complete triumph that was his over every
thing Satan could bring to him was gloriously pro
claimed. That in turn gave a sense of gratitude to a 
young heart in knowing that he is worshiping the 
all-powerful God whose Son partook of the same 
characteristics. 

I heard the story of baptism and its consequent 
necessity to every believer. I heard all those beautiful 
explanations of baptism being a burial - and the 
only thing that would meet the requirement of Scrip
tures was to see that baptism was immersion. None 
doubted its necessity. The promise of sin's remission 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit was consolingly her
alded. 

I was further taught where baptism placed me -
namely, in Christ. I heard the moving story of the vi
carious suffering of Jesus; that the Lamb of God 
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came to this earth for the specific purpose of saving 
mankind from his sins. I reveled in the glorious good 
news that he "became sin" for me, the "one who 
knew no sin," that I might be made "the righteous
ness of God" in him. I sang the story of his amazing 
grace, was taught that "there was grace and power in 
the trying hour by the touch of his hand on mine." I 
was told over and over I was set free from the penalty 
of sin by the redeeming blood of Jesus Christ whose 
perfect obedience to his Father enabled God to be 
just and the justifier of those that believed in him. I 
was told the continuation of this faith was essential 
to my salvation. Heaven had one door of entrance 
for this sinner; namely, Jesus. 

We sang the song of praise to the Almighty, and 
the only music that we knew to offer was that which 
was a Capella. I was told specifically that there were 
two kinds of music- one was a mechanical and one 
was vocal. I was reminded that had the Lord been 
generic and just said "make music," I could have 
used either or both- but that he in turn was spe
cific. He said "sing" - thus that was the only kind 
that I was to offer. With the assurance of acceptabil
ity was the use of a Capella music. It was a thrill to 
me to learn that I was worshiping God with instru
ments not made with hands- but rather the human 
voice, and contrastingly whatever instrument it was, 
be it violin or any other conception of man, it could 
never equal the glory and the beauty of the human 
voice; nor did it have a place in the worship hour. 

As a child in a country church house, I saw the 
table of the Lord handsomely prepared. A starched 
white linen cloth covered that table, on it was unleav
ened bread and the fruit of the vine. As a child, I saw 
there were two cups that sat beside a handsome sil
ver pitcher (that had a top on it that resembled a little 
steeple). Another heavily starched cloth covered 
those emblems and godly men dressed in the best 
they had, whether it matched or not, tenderly re
moved those cloths, even with a sense of reverence 
attached, lecltb.e..prayers, and served the waiting au
dience. j( quietness and a sbllnes~fetl=o'veF fnat meet
ing house as godly folk engaged in a sweet hour of 
meditation uninterrupted by anyone else's voice in 
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song or speech as they had the quiet time for reme~- l a_nd the consequence_ of being reject_ed, I knew the 
brance. This was done every and only on the Lord s ) nghteousness of obedtence and what 1t meant to be a 
day. - / child of the King. 
- as further taught that I would do well to marry These are just some not all of the things I remem-
in the faith, and that a Christian college would be an her - I remember these with profound gratitude, 
excellent place to find someone of that like kindred and I don't know any way we could improve on those 
faith. Those schools respected the will of the Lord, messages today. Let's hear the same over and over, 
they taught that the Bible was inspired from Genesis God willing. As we were taught to love one another, 
to Revelation, and they pounded in my heart that this to forgive one another, and to find delight in each 
was our authority for things religious. I married a other's presence, I'd like succeeding generations to 
young lady of like kindred faith and in our home she hear these same things and in their reflection in old 
allowed no book to be put on the top of the Bible, lit- age, recall with profound thanksgiving those who 
erally or figuratively, for it was the book of books and blessed them with their teachings, pointed them to 
above any other messages that man could receive. an ever enlarging understanding of God's great 

I was taught that the Devil was a person, a being, truths, and blessed them with the sweet fellowship in 
a personality, an actuality, and that his message was the church of our Lord. May these days come again, 
to keep me from going to Heaven. I was also taught and again, and again by the grace and goodness of 
he could be defeated and would be, if loyalty to the God in compliance with His holy truth, as we share 
Lord was exercised. I heard about Heaven and I kindred remembrances. P.O. Box 40526 

heard about Hell - I knew the fear of disobedience Nashville, 7N 37204 
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Noon meal furnished upstairs 

1:30 p.m ......................................... Question/Answer Panel ........................................... McClish, Wiggins, Wyatt 
2:30 p.m ............................ ............. Baptism and Unrepented Sin ........................................................... Jay Yeager 
3:30 p.m ......................................... Baptism in the Holy Spirit ................................................................ Ron Cosby 

Supper break-on your own 
Sunday, April 6 

9:30 a.m ......................................... A Baptism of Suffering ......................... .......................................... larry Yarber 
10:30 a.m ......................................... The Christian Church and Baptism ............................................. Jack Williams 

Dinner break-on your own 

1:30 p.m ......................................... Question/Answer Panel ............................................ Williams, Yeager, Yarber 
2:30 p.m ......................................... Into What Were You Baptized? ...................................................... Ron Cosby 

Lee & Walnut Church of Christ • Sapulpa, Oklahoma 

All lectures to be audio and video taped. • For housing information, call (918) 2024 or 224-4376. 
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Spirituality and Fruits of the Spirit 
By Jerry MoffiH 

Christianity Encompasses Moral Purpose 

Someone said that various people treat Chris
tianity like a train. They hop on board only if 
it's going their way. So some in Christianity 

seek only friends, or to carry on family traditions, or 
to be respected. Others treat it as a spare tire, to be 
used in case of an emergency. Some think of it as a 
philosophical club. But besides salvation and free
dom from sin by the blood of Christ and our own 
obedience in faith in Christ Oohn 3:16), repentance 
of sins (Acts 3:19), confession that Jesus is the Son of 
God (Rom. 10:9-10), and baptism for the remission 
of sins (Acts 2:38), Christianity is a spiritual religion 
where a human being is conformed to the divine na
ture (2 Pet. 1 :5). He perfects holiness in the fear of 
the Lord (2 Cor. 6:17-7:1). We are going to now let 
the Bible speak a little regarding Christian virtue and 
morality. Notice a few promises which, if your heart 
is honest and good (Luke 8: 15), will motivate you to 
put moral purpose into practice. 

Promises In the Bible Can Motivate 
First, however, even of Jesus it is said that because of 
the joy set before him he endured the cross (Heb. 
12:2). Notice also how Paul approached the Corin
thian church. He said: 

Wherefore come ye out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
no unclean thing; and I will receive you, and 
will be to you a father, and ye shall be to me 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 
Having therefore these promises, beloved, let 
us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God (2 Cor. 6:17-7:1). 
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What Promises Have We? 
Of course there is the promise of eternal life in 
heaven. Jesus said, "Let not your heart be troubled: 
believe in God, believe also in me. In my father's 
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, 
and will receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also Oohn 14:1-3). See also Revela
tion 21:1-4; Revelation 22:1-5). 

Tracie Sin for a Glorifiecl Body 
"Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward 
man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day 
by day. For our light affliction, which is for the mo
ment, worketh for us more and more exceedingly an 
eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal but 
the things which are not seen are eternal. For we 
know that if the earthly house of our tabernacle be 
dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal, in the heavens" (2 Cor. 
4:16-5: 1). Our body will be changed, but will still be 
a body- a spiritual body (1 Cor. 15:35-38). 

Help Now 
Notice: "Delight thyself also in Jehovah; and he will 
give thee the desires of thy heart" (Psa. 3 7:4 ). One 
who delights in Jehovah will be careful to do his will 
in all things Oohn 14:15). God can trust hini and give 
the desires of his heart for his will is bound in God. 
Then notice: "No good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly" (Psa. 84: 11). See, help 
now takes being right with God, acquitted from all 
evil. But are the promises not worth it? Yes, we must 
be spiritual. That involves being moral and right. 

Christianity demands moral purpose. Bible 
promises motivate us to obtain and maintain the 
fruits of the Spirit. All this leaves unmentioned the 
motivations in the Word of God which come by 
warnings, admonitions, exhortations, and the fear of 
God. God's word not only saves us, it is proof of his 
love. P. 0. Box 1275 

Portland, TX 78374 
li: 

january 1997 21 
Firm Foundation 



Thoughts for Christian Women 

I Was a Baby 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Life, from beginning to ending, is held sacred by 
the God who gives it. God-fearing people must 
view the gift of life as hallowed. The Psalmist 

declared that "[T]hou hast covered me in my 
mother's womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made" (Psa. 139:13-14). 

The prophet Jeremiah reveals, "The word of the 
Lord came unto me, saying, 'Before I formed thee in 
the belly I knew thee; and before thou earnest out of 
the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a 
prophet unto the nations"' a er. 1 :5). 

When Mary, chosen to be mother of our Lord, 
made her visit to Elisabeth, mother of John the Bap
tist, inspiration tells us that Elisabeth's babe "leaped 
in her womb" (Luke 1 :41). A non-living fetus could 
not have accomplished such a fete. Pro-choice advo
cates have yet to explain how or when a non-living 
entity suddenly becomes a living fetus which devel
ops a baby. Recall that they insist that life does not 
begin at conception but at some mystical, unknown 
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time during the nine month period. 
If no life is there at the beginning, 
why the need for abortion? If it is 
there at some later point, snuffing it 
out clearly constitutes murder. The 
truth of the matter is that life has to 
be there from the beginning else no 
baby arrives at the end. 

In recent years I have come to know a fine, 
Christian young couple who lost a much-wanted 
baby due to complications with the mother's health. 
But let us permit the baby to "speak" for himself. 

My name is Thomas L. Smith. I lived in my 
mother's womb to the young age of about 15 
weeks. My parents were excited about my ex
pected arrival. They talked about me a lot and 
made plans for my coming to live with them. 
They were not expecting a fetus - they were 
expecting a baby! I was a baby boy! I had tiny 
hands and fingers and tiny feet. You can see my 
tiny footprints on my death certificate. My 
grandparents say I was perfectly formed, just too 
tiny to live outside my mother's womb. Novem
ber 6 was a sad day for all of us. 

I'm glad I was wanted. I do not understand 
why adults do not take the steps necessary to 
prevent unwanted pregnancy rather than sub
jecting innocent babies to the torture of abor
tion. And it is torture! You see, it is no t the 
woman's body tha t the choice of abortion de
stroys. It is the baby's body which must suffer, 
and we are given no choice. 

Yes, I was a baby boy. Please look at my tiny 
footpr ints. I was as human as any adult. And in 
the hereafter, I will be among the residents of 
heaven. 

In Memory of Thomas L. Smith 

P.O. Box 464 
Ripley, TN 36063 
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Potpourri ••• 
I t feels good for friends to tell us how wonderful 

we are. Such statements as: "Thank you for all 
your efforts in standing firm for the truth 

which is the only foundation worth building upon in 
this world .... Along with my two year renewal, I 
would like to give subscriptions to the 3 listed.~ .. We 
enjoy reading the Firm Foundation very much. . .. 
The sound teaching is needed. ... We enjoy im-
mensely the articles by sister Taylor .... more power 
to you and all the writers .... I read the paper and 
pass it on to a gentleman at church .... It's the only 
way we know what's going on. We certainly don't 
get it from the pulpit .... Appreciate your help." It 
goes on and on. Every expression of support and 
praise is an encouragement and a blessing. 

The accolades are many and the approval is pre
cious. Jerry Brewer, of Clinton, Oklahoma, an-

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 
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and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
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For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 

4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 

Phone (601) 895-8437 

nounced, three months ago, that he would gift at 
least one subscription each month for the next year. 
He has kept his promise. If every reader of the Firm 
Foundation did that, at the end of one year our read
ership would be - oh, dare we even think about it. 
... it would harelip the governor. 

rhanksgiving 
0 This fall the Golf Course Road Church of 

Christ in Midland, Texas, joined with the Abundant 
Life Church, Bethel United Methodist Church, Cor
nerstone Christian Fellowship, First Church of the 
Nazarene, Mid-Cities Community Church, Mount 
Rose Baptist Church, St. Nicholas Episcopal Church, 
St. Paul United Methodist Church and True Life 
Christian Fellowship to celebrate Thanksgiving. 

OhHumm! 

Marilyn Manson 
0 She is a boy (transvestite) who routinely per

forms homosexual acts on stage. She (he, it) claims 
to be a "reverend" in the San Francisco-based church 
of Satan. She takes her eponymous name from 
Marilyn Monroe and Charles Manson. This sordid 
mess is sponsored by The Seagrams Family, which in
cludes Tropicana, MCA and Universal. Edgar 
Bronfman, Chairman Seagram, 3 7 5 Park Avenue, 4th 
Floor, New York, NY 10152, (212) 572-7000. 

Rubel, Rubel, I've Been fhinklng 
0 Doctor Rubel Shelly said, "If God is not 

larger than the fellowship with which I commune on 
a given Lord's Day, he is too small to be worthy of 
worship" ~ineskins, Vol. 2, No. 11, p. 7). My dear 
brother Shelly, does that include Jews, Moslems, 
Hindus and pagans? Would it include Baalism? How 
about hedonism and atheism? 

Montgomery 
OWhen the Landmark Church of Christ in 

Montgomery, Alabama hired Buddy Bell to be their 
preacher, Ray Dutton reacted by talking to Buddy 
Bell. Here is what B. Bell thinks: Some Baptist are 
sa~ed ... he failed to identify which "some." Bell said 
he is "confused about some of these things." Bell 
thinks "a lot of Baptist people who have been im
mersed for a good reason and who love the Lord 
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that God's grace would cover that." Bell said he 
might not "object to a woman being appointed as a 
deaconess." Bell, it is said, "does not want the Land
mark church in Montgomery to know what he be
lieves and teaches" - still, he is their minister and 
evangelist. Ray Dutton wrote: "I love Buddy and I 
want to help him change his views on these matters, 
but his mouth must be stopped." Dutton felt com
pelled to leave the Landmark church in Montgom
ery. 

Evolution 
0 Dr. Michael Behe, associate professor of Bio-. 

chemistry at Lehigh University, has written a book 
titled Darwin's Black Box. Behe concludes that "in
telligent design is the only explanation for the irre
ducible complexity he observes." In other words, he 
thinks a supreme intelligence made the universe. Me 
too. 

Gay Rights 
0 San Francisco's Board of Supervisors voted 

10-to-0 to require that all companies granted city 
contracts follow the policy of giving the same ben
efits to the "same-sex domestic partners of its em
ployees as to spouses." Wonder what that means? 

Hmmmmmm? 

Leadership 
0 Tom Wolfe, Jonestown 1980, said: 

It is very comforting to believe that leaders who 
do terrible things are, in fact, mad. That way, all 
we have to do is make sure we don't put 
psychotics in high places and we've got the 
problem solved. 

Really? In the Garden? 
OSatan said to Eve, "Has God really said?" He 

used this ploy to bring her downfall. Modern skep
tics of God's truth use similar strategies for setting 
aside the applicability of revelation. Modern femi
nism dominates the evangelical community by calling 
the Bible "transcultural," which is a way of saying, 
"Yea, hath God said?" Joel Belz wrote, "And as mod
ern feminism has come to dominate bigger and big
ger areas of the evangelical community, it does so 
riding on the hermeneutic that grandly declares the 
Bible to be 'transcultural.' The immediate implica
tion is that everything the Scriptures say about male 
and female roles is to be discounted because of the 
cultural settings of those who wrote. The larger un
spoken lesson is that the Bible is culturally irrel
evant" (World, Oct. 26, 1996). 
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Deadly Drug 
OA drug now in use on the streets is called 

gamma hydroxybutrate (GHB). It goes by the street 
name of Easy Lay. It is used to tranquilize girls and 
expose them to sexual attacks. The odorless, taste
less drug is usually placed in the victim's drink. 

Promise Keepers 
0 Tickets to "Breaking Down the Walls," the 

1996 tour of Promise Keepers at Texas Stadium, Irv
ing, TX. Tickets are sold out .... 59,000 men are ex
pected. Cost per ticket is $60. That is · a total of 
$3,540,000.00. 

Opinion 
0 According to George Will (World, Aug. 31, 

1996): 
Today's bipartisan consensus is that Clinton is 
neither bad nor dangerous, just silly. Plainly put, 
almost no one thinks he believes a word he says. 
Or, more precisely, he believes everything he 
says at the moment he says it, and continues to 
believe it full throttle right up to the moment he 
repudiates it. 

A Good Point 
@William H. Smith, in World magazine (Aug. 31, 
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1996), made some astute comments. He said: 
"When she was eight years old, her family attended 
a conference where her father was one of the speak
ers. One evening there was a musical program during 
which the enthusiastic leader encouraged, 'Let's give 
God a hand.' At that she got up and began to walk 
toward the exit. Her surprised father reached her 
before she fulfilled her intentions. 

'What are you doing,' he inquired. 
'I'm leaving,' she firmly replied. 
'But, he reasoned, wouldn't that be rude?' 
'Well,' she clenched the argument, ' they've been 

rude to God."' 
William H. Smith commented, "People aren't 

just flippantly 'giving God a hand.' In many services 
they routinely give each other a hand, especially in 
response to music offerings." 

U.S. News and World Report (Sept. 9, 1996) 
0 Frequent churchgoers are about 50 percent 

less likely to report psychological problems and 71 
percent less likely to be alcoholics. 

· The divorce rate for regular churchgoers is 18 
percent; for those who attend services less than once 
a year, 3 4 percent. 

The two most reliable predictors of teenage drug 
avoidance: Optimism about the future and regular 
church attendance. 

T-Shirts 
0 Public-school officials in Delaware have 

banned T-Shirts with the legend, "God is good." 
Well, that is a bit strong. How about "God is pretty 
nice?" (National Review, Nov. 25, 1996). 

When There Is No Goil 
0 Liberalism sneers at religion and scorns God. 

The Welfare State and the underclass follow accord
ingly. 

l?lin Queens, a heroin-addicted mother with 
AIDS murders her four-year-old daughter and 
throws the body from a bridge into the East River. 

0 In Philadelphia, two commercially successful 
"gangsta rap" artists realize their fantasy by gunning 
down a female police officer. 

0 In Chicago, police raid the apartment of five 
sisters on welfare. The apartment swarms with cock
roaches. In four rooms are 19 children, the youngest 
12 months old. Feces and garbage cover the floors; 
hungry children share food in a dog bowl with sev
eral dogs. One of the kids asks a policewoman, "Can 
you be my mommy?" 

Gin Detroit, a five-year-old is thrown from a 
14'h story window of a public-housing complex be
cause "he refused to steal." 

!?>When God and his Word are rejected and 
people worship the Welfare State the price we pay is 
deadly. 

Baptists and Jews 
@ The Southern Baptist Convention has an

nounced a new push to evangelize Jews. After ex
pressing their spiritual debt to the Jewish people, the 
convention resolved to make them Christians. The 
resolution declared that there is no salvation except 
through Jesus. 

In response, a number of Jewish groups un
corked a kosher whine - not Manischewivz. 

Supreme Court 
t?> "[f]hat a State may not incorporate in its laws 

or public policy an adverse judgment on homosexu
ality, and it may not refuse to accord to homosexual
ity the same standing or legitimacy that attaches to 
that sexuality 'imprinted in our natures."' 

Those words were spoken on May 15, 1996, and 
the United States Supreme Court on May 20 an
nounced its decision in Romer v. Evans, involving 
the right of people in their private settings to honor 
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their own moral or religious judgments on the mat
ter of homosexuality. The decision cast a pall of con
stitutional suspicion over any statute or executive or
der that implied an adverse judgment on homosexu
ality. Romer v. Evans is a powerful, portentous 
weapon in advancing the agenda of "gay" rights and 
silencing its critics. 

Internet 
{{>) On an internet posting (ACU's RM Bible) 

George Stubblefield wrote to Joyce Deckler as fol
lows: 

Joyce, I have known of churches that had danc
ing as part of the liturgy but I've never spoken to 
anyone who actually attended such a church . .. . 
David Watson in his excellent book, I Believe in 
the Church, mentioned an Anglican congrega
tion in England bui lt a new building which in
cluded an area fo r the whole congregation to 

dance .... How exactly does your congregation 
use it? Is it professional dancers? ... For all the 
church of Christ fo lks, I' m asking w hether the 
dancing is solo, small group, congregational. .. . 
Also, how is the dancing positioned in the li t
urgy .... Any thoughts on your dancing would be 
appreciated. 

We may be in for a lengthy discussion on dancing 
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in the worship service. The Shakers featured in their 
worship a time when they danced. They thought it 
was the Holy Spirit in them that made them dance ... 
after the Holy Spirit got through shaking them, that 
is. He shook them and then made them dance. Of 
course they never could show (1) that this was the 
Holy Spirit in them and not some other force and (2) 
the first century church did such a thing. 

Wacky StuH 
@ John David Deaton was a normal 17-year-old 

when he walked into a National Medical Enterprises 
psychiatric hospital in Dallas. A physician had per
suaded him to go there for help with depression after 
his girl friend jilted him. Deaton did not know that 
the physician was on the hospital's payroll, and that 
his pay depended on how well he did at filling the 
hospital's beds. 

A doctor who did not see Deaton until months 
later ordered him admitted to the hospital. After four 
days, when Deaton sought to leave, he was tied down 
with leather restraints. He was diagnosed as having 
"borderline personality disorder," a catchall label 
psychiatrists pin on a lot of people who don't fit 
more specific diagnostic categories. And after 
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Deaton thought out loud about killing himself or the 
nurse who had first tied him down, the shrinks 
added "homicidal and suicidal ideation" for good 
measure. In fact, however, the most abnormal thing 
about John Deaton was that his father's employer 
provided extraordinarily rich insurance coverage for 
mental illness. 

Altogether, 22 psychiatrists signed Deaton's 
charts to keep him restrained, and he was held for 
more than a year, including 333 days tied to a wheel
chair or spreadeagle on a bed with leather restraints. 

It was only when Deaton's insurance coverage 
ran out that he was allowed out of his restraints. His 
muscles had atrophied so badly he could not walk. So 
the hospital tied him to a gurney and moved him by 
ambulance to a state hospital. The doctors there re
leased his restraints immediately, but it took ninety 
days to nurse him back to health before he could be 
freed. "I was held in bondage for insurance money," 
Deaton told a congressional hearing in 1994. 

As Joe Sharkey observes in his book, Bedlam: 
Greed, Profiteering, and Fraud in a Mental Health 
System Gone Crazy: 

The frenzy to find kids with insurance and 
put them in psychiatric hospitals had become so 
overheated that one California school official 
likened it to Invasion of the Body Snatchers. A 
1990 federal review of 5000 psychiatric inpa
tient cases found two-thirds were unnecessary 
hospitalizations. There are few to no hospital
izations if liberal insurance coverage (or a rich 
and generous relative or friend) is not available. 

Psychiatrists have attached diagnostic labels 
to problems that once, in a less mobile America, 
were handled by grandparents, aunts, uncles, or 
preachers. Under the rubric of "mental illness" 
the doctors have medicalized, monetized, and 
socialized the ordinary emotional bumps and 
bruises of life. 

Some people do have severe mental disor
ders and need hospitalization and rarified treat
ment, but they are few. Many professionals in 
the mental health field have caused more prob
lems than they have cured by passing our mind 
altering drugs with abandon. 

The strange thing is that some churches have 
gotten into the act by putting on staff and subsidiz
ing quacks who pass themselves off as experts. Most 
of the time they wind up baby-sitting a few neurot
ics, or giving advice that is either bad, or that bish
ops in the congregation could have given. 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.bible·infonet.org/ 

Parent Alert 
OTeen age drug abuse has risen 78 percent from 

1992, according to a study by the Department of 
Health and Human Services. The increase has been 
almost exclusively among 12-to-17 -year-olds. Ac
cording to Word magazine (Nov. 9, 1996) "Today's 
pop culture is cultivating a dark, depressed mood, 
the fruit of decades of spiritual rootlessness and fam
ily collapse. Young people, dressed in black, indulge 
themselves in bleak, moody introspection, and their 
music wallows in cynicism, anger, and despair. Their 
drug of choice, increasingly, is heroin." 

The solution to drug abuse is spiritual change. 
Bondage to drugs, like other bondage to sin, is best 
dealt with by the gospel of Christ. Love of death is a 
symptom of the perversity and hopelessness of sin 
(Prov. 8:36). Such lostness is evident in the lyrics of 
some rap songs: "Living makes me sick, so sick I 
wish I'd die," goes the song "Jellybean." Only the 
gospel of Christ can fill this kind of vacuum and 
bring healing for this kind of spiritual disease. ~ 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question 
Brother Meador, recently I attended a meeting 

of preaching brethren in Kentucky where it was ad
vocated that passages relating to "ancient land
marks" in the Old Testament (Pro. 22:28) could not 
be used to condemn modern innovations in the 
church. Please give your thoughts on this matter. 
Auswer: 

The Hebrew word for landmark signifies a pro
perty boundary which may have been a stone or a 
simple furrow. The sin of removing a neighbor's 
property line is mentioned in Deuteronomy 19: 14; 
27:17; Proverbs 22:28, 23:10; and Job 24:2. Mov
ing the landmark even slightly was equivalent to 
theft - taking the property of another. 

When the prophet Hosea decried the spiritual 
gu ilt of those who had moved beyond the boundary 
of God's Word he challenged the leadership of Israel 
by stating: "The princes of Judah are like them that 
remove the landmark: I will pour out my wrath 
upon them like water" (Hos. 5: 10). 

His meaning is clear. There is not a hint of con
fusion in his statement. Those in a position of tribal 
leadership over the southern kingdom who had ei
ther promoted or tolerated digression from God's 
revealed Word were to be held accountable as spiri
tual thieves. Such who compromised the truth, ei
ther presumptuously or by rationalism, were looked 
upon as one who had removed a landmark. 

But what is the significance of such a comparison 
today? 

From the New Testament we learn that Jesus 
Christ has all spiritual authority; that his authority is 
contained in his Word; and that his Word is our in
fallible and absolute guide to life and heaven (Matt. 
7:28-29; Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18; Heb. 1:1-2; 2:1-
4) Therefore, all teachings which oppose the Word 
of God as our objective and divine standard must be 
rejected. We must not remove the landmark of the 
authority of Christ's Word. 

Some say we are led by both God's Word and 
human sectarian traditions. While many appeal to 
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the authority of religious leaders, the church, par
ents, friends, and loved ones, Jesus forever settled 
the question of the futility of following human tradi
tions when he taught the lesson of Mark 7:6-16. 

Those who would move a landmark of God's 
Word to accommodate denominational and sectarian 
traditions, or personal opinions, are in violation of 
God's boundary line for truth. 

A so-called new theory of Bible interpretation 
will cause many among us to miss the sweet home
going to heaven. The "new hermeneutic" is a theory 
which, like evolution, is humanistic and devilish to 
the core, because it is based upon human philosophy. 
The "new" hermeneutic is in reality a rotted theo
logical left-over from the Protestant dining table of 
1900-1960. Yet, some of our teaching brethren at 
the "fast-food" buffet table of academic freedom 
have fasted and starved themselves from the gospel 
for so long that they will now swallow almost any
thing! To such brethren, the orthodox truths of ver
bal, word-for-word, plenary inspiration, and the in
errancy and infallibility of Scripture are meaningless! 

Those who in any way advocate this teaching are 
in a very real sense guilty of moving the ancient 
landmarks of the teaching of Christ. They have ei
ther knowingly or unwittingly set themselves against 
his Kingdom - the church of Christ. Such ones 
should be sought after and lovingly urged to repent. 
If they refuse they should be exposed. and then 
marked in accordance with God's will (Rom. 
16:17-18; 2John 9-11). 

GM"O 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78748 

(Joseph D. Meador is director of the Southwest 
School of Bible Studies in Austin, Texas. He is quali
fied to teach men to be all-season preachers of the un
varnished Word of God. The school is housed in the 
building of the Southwest Church of Christ where 
Gary Colley is the capable preacher and mentor of 
brother Meador. The elders of the church are godly 
men committed to the old paths. Thank God!) !i< 



Directory -Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~mi. W of Courthouse on 70 

Advertising in this section is $30 per line per w ) s 1 o 11 6 w d 7 est un. , a.m., p.m., e • p.m., 
year. P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. 0. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., P.O. Box 91735, 
99509. (907) 344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 
344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanks, serving • Ft: ·wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 
Wasilla - Valley Ch~;ch •of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

Clearwater - Cent;ai Ch~rch of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 
10, 11 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecant~ ~r~; :.._ Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 795-6178. ..... 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake F~r~s~ Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
minister. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Robert McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 
778-8955 665-8060. Home of Florida School of 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Preaching the truth in the Phoenix 
area. Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 950, 
85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6:00p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m., (602) 892-0720, Don 
jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-

Preaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Orlando - South O;l;~d~ Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872)~ •••• 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, To~y. !!ll}ams, youth minister. 

- Louisiana -
Morgan City - 8th and Clothelde Street Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1756, 70380. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (504) 384-5383. 
Cornelius C. Abbott Ill, preacher. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia ·ch~;ch of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., "!ef~? p.m. (417) 334 3866. 
Farmington- Sunny View Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hartley Simmons, minister. Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 

West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -

- North Carolina -
Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Rocky Mount_ Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., s 10 11 6 m w d 7 30 p (919) 

d h I h un. , a.m., p. ., e • : .m. 
We • 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Mic ae Hate cr, 977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 

Hayward- East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 
Pasadena, 1727 JGn~~~~~ Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy N on Altadena Dr. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St::9s688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Metr;D;n~;r Area 
Englewood Church of Christ 

4690 S. Logan, (303)789-4749 

minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, • i2i6 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 Main• St~ Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 ~·~; P;1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho-
Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher. 

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Finn Foundat!o!' .l.f~tureship. 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 
Fairborn, near Dayi~r{ ·a~d Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, V.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home o{Oklahonu~ 
City School of Biblical Studiu, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Arnott 
Lowder, minister. 787-5814. 



-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun· 
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. jimmie B. Hill, ~!~is.t~r. 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet- The Viliag;s·Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preac~e~ •••• 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., 
between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles 
north of Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, 
evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, 
643-1021, 643-9404. 

-Texas-
Austin ....,.. Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South· 
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m.: 9~r_r.Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.ner/-dgal ..... 
Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7!3.o.J.!·~· 

Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7;3.0:~o.m Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, n377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. . . . . . 
Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Lubbock - Southsid; Ch~rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio • . . . . . 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Mille!'. e~!~gelist. 

Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke-Church of Christ, Rusk 8c Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Se~i~c;,s !n. English and Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. ..... 
San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382·?~3?; • 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton- Hampto~ ·ch~;ch of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (804) 
851-3496 or 723-0803 • 

Max Meadows - FC: Chi;;ell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mile S.I-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) ~3.8;~4!6. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

Firm Foundation 
Bible Correspondence Course 

Sixteen Bible lessons written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each-$2.40 per set-plus shipping 
Answer sheets Included free upon request. 
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To order call 1·800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send the lessons and bill you. 
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Book: The Compelling Power of the Cross by john 
Hobbs. Designed for class study. $8.00 postage 
paid. 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606 

Study NT Greek by correspondence. Write Dr. 
john Hobbs, 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. Preachers Wanted 

Seeking sound, conservative minister for a North 
Texas congregation. Attendance approximately 100. 
Salary based on experience and education. Send 
r&um~ to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1037, 
Pottsboro, TX 75076 

Sound, mature, conservative gospel preacher needed 
for congregation of 40. Self supporting and own a 
house. Send r~sum~ to Walnut St. Church of Christ, 
102 South Walnut, Warren, AR 71671. The right 
man can move immediately. For more information 
call Bill Watson, (501) 226-5986; James Callaway 
(501) 226-6206; Calvin Davis (501) 226-6547. 

Minister wanted: Small country congregation of 
approximately 35-40 members, seeking a sound, 
conservative, retired minister. Must have partial 
support Contact William L. Hettick (601) 289-
7536 after 6:00 p.m. or weekends, for the Nile 
Church of Christ, RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, 
Mississippi 39051. 

The Mayfair Church of Christ in Huntsville, AL is 
seeking an experienced evangelist/preacher/teacher 
to assist us in our efforts to encourage, strengthen, 
and mature the church in Biysk Siberia (Russia). 
Biysk is a city of 350,000 lo-cated in the Altai 
region of south central Siberia ncar the Mongolian 
border. The church was established in june of 1994. 
If you have the desire and are willing to consider 
spending at least on year in Russia, please contact 
Ken Newlin at (205) 882-2979 or via E-mail at 
knewlin697@aol.com. 

Retired conservative preacher needed for 
congregation of approx. 25. Call or write: Ed 
Spomer, P.O. Box 5665, Cheyenne WY 82003. 
(307) 634-3027 

Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 450 
members in South Georgia, very active in World 
Missions, and local church program seeks a man to 
work in a multiple role with our Family Life 
Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be a self
starter, and sound in the Faith. Salary negotiable. 
Send r~suml!, references, and video or audio tape 
to elders, Forrest Park Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
2331, Valdosta, Georgia 31604. 

Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send r~sum~ and 
video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and intro of 
family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 Troy 
Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667-6708. 

Central California congregation in Bakersfield is 
seeking full-time minister who is committed to 
personal work and growth. Must be doctrinally 
sound and energetic; experience desired. 
Compensation neRoriable. ConueRation of 130 has 

large, modem facility. Please send audio and video
taped sermons and personal references from 
churches to Elders, Oildale Church of Christ, 2912 
N. Chester, Bakersfield, CA 93308, or call Larry 
Mixon (805) 327-2054 8:00 am. to 5:00 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time. 

Preachers Available 
Sound gospel preacher with 30 years experience 
desires to relocate. Have B.S. degree in education 
and Master's in counseling. For r~sum~ with 
references pleases call (205) 597-2207. 

Minister available. Experienced. (318) 688-7247. 

For Sale 
POWER Lectureship Books: The Two Covenants 
(1996 Lectureship) $14.00. The Major Prophets 
(1995) $14.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) $10.00. 
The Providence of God (1989) $13.00. Order from 
Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, 
Southaven, MS 38671 . (601) 393-2690. Add 
$2.00 shipping & handling on single book orders. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Shenandoah Lectqreship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/U (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translations (1995)- $21.50. 
Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 
Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, 
(210) 696-5532. 

Reproducible Bible Class Books for Adults by Louis 
Rushmore: Cost of Discipleship, Spirit Summarized, 
Bible Geography, Church Divine, Our Restoration 
Heritage. $10 each or all five for $45. 4325 SE 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Preaching student in need of support. Will graduate 
from SW School of Bible Studies in Austin in 1997. 
Going to Tenn. Bible College in Cookeville. Am 
committed to preaching full time. Contact Mel 
Hutzler, Southwest School of Bible Studies, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., Austin, TX 78748 (512) 282-2438. 

Missionary, Great Britain- Missionary family of 
4 looking for support for work in the forgotten 
Mission Field, following graduation from Bear Valley 
Bible Institute in june. Conducted survey mission in 
summer of 1996. The fields arc indeed white! Barry 
A. McDaniel, BVBID, 2707 S. Lamar, Denver, CO 
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Application of the Sermon - No. 2 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

Asermon without application is not only shadow 
boxing, it is swinging wildly at no target at all. 
To use another sports analogy, home runs are 

hit when the batter keeps his eye on the ball. The 
preacher spends 25-30 minutes building up to the ap
plication. If the application is neglected, the value of 
the major part of the sermon is lost. Of what value 
are facts and explanations if there is no purpose or 
application? Facts and explanations require knowl
edge; application requires spiritual perception to 
find in facts and explanations balm for the soul's 
struggles. Failure to apply meaningfully the text 
leaves "a great gulf fixed" between the pulpit and the 
pew. But if sermon application is so important, why is 
it so rare? 

Good application is rare because it is difficult. 
Proper application requires the preacher not only to 
be a student of scripture, but a student of human na
ture as well. He must not only know the Word, he 
must also know his world. He must not only be con
cerned with what the text means, but how the text 
will help his hearers in their daily struggles. It is rela
tively easy to examine the text; it is difficult to exam
ine the needs, physical and social pressures, loneli
ness, conflicts, and guilt of the hearers and apply the 
Word of God to them. It is even more difficult to 
know the hearers' hidden needs, needs of which the 
hearers are not even aware, and bring them into 
awareness. In short, it is more difficult to preach 
than it is to lecture. 

Good application is rare because preachers as-

sume their hearers can and will make the application. 
While most hearers are concerned about their own· 
needs, they lack either the ability or the inclination 
to relate the Word of God to those needs. A discus
sion of meat sacrificed to idols (1 Cor. 8:1-13) leaves 
them uninterested and uninspired. Like the Ethio
pian eunuch, they need someone to guide them, tak
ing the principles that Paul espouses and applying 
them to modern America in the same fashion that 
Paul used them to impact Corinth. The problem is 
not that our society no longer sacrifices meat to 
idols; it is that without application the principles that 
Paul formulated die with the first century issue that 
gave them birth. Without application, the hearers 
may nod in agreement, but more likely they will nod 
off in apathy. 

Good application is rare because it requires cre
ativity and courage. Creativity is required to envision 
the battles fought daily in the lives of God's people. 
Courage is required to apply God's Word to those 
skirmishes on a personal level. Because application 
concentrates on the transformation God requires of 
his people, hearers, unwilling to directly attack the 
message, often attack the messenger. Therefore, the 
messenger is tempted either to mince words or avoid 
the application. Unlike Nathan, he is unwilling to 
point the finger of application at his hearers and de
clare, "Thou art the man" (2 Sam. 12:7). While ap
plication must always be made with love, it needs to 
be right between the eyes! 

Good application is rare because preachers fear 
(continued on page 8) 
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Editorial 

The Importance of Walls 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Unity is desirable but division is some
times necessary. Many voices call for 
the walls of separation to come down. 

There is a third-grade-level song that iterates 
and reiterates the theme, "Let the walls come 
down." 

The average person-on-the-street will likely 
say there should be no division at all under any 
circumstance and we must have unity whatever 
the price. Many members of the church agree with the unity-at
all-cost notion. 

In the political realm there are parties. If there were no divi
sions, one person would be doing all the thinking and the rest 
would be sightless sheep following blindly on. The result would be 
disaster and that is obvious. The halls of Congress are not open to 
any but the elected. That man would be counted a brass-plated 
idiot who would dare to suggest there should be no divisions in 
government. Anarchy and tyranny would be the inevitable result 
of bringing down all political walls. 

In nature there are divisions. "Ask of mother earth, why oaks 
are made taller or stronger than the grass they shade." The divi
sion between animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms is plain for 
all to see. 

In society we have divisions. Criminals are locked up behind 
walls to protect decent citizens. In schools we have various grade 
levels. All families do not live in the same house and sleep in the 
same bed. Thank God for divisions. The "all men are created 
equal" phrase in the Declaration of Independence obviously 
means "equal before the law" and not "equal in all things." 

In religion division is inevitable because humans have failings 
and manifold faults. It was the Prince of Peace who said: "Think 
not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send 
peace, but a sword ... And a man's foes shall be they of his own 
household. n 

Why did the one who pronounced a blessing upon the peace
makers of the earth say that he came to send a sword? "Sword" 
sounds violent and divisive. Jesus explained that division is caused 
by a wrong attitude toward him and his Word. Peace and unity re
sult from keeping the law of the Lord. 

He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth 



after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose 
it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. He that 
receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth 
him that sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a 
prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth 
a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a 
righteous man's reward (Matt. 10:37-41). 

Loving Christ supremely involves keeping his Word absolutely. 
"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I 
will love him, and will manifest myself to him" ijohn 14:21). 

Notice two things here, we must both "have" and "keep" the 
commands of Christ to love him. We must love Christ above all 
else and that means obeying him no matter what it costs us. Su
preme love is supreme obedience. Let those who discount the im
portance of obedience ponder this thought: "This people draweth 
nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; 
but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." 

Division comes when the commandments of men are pre
ferred to the teaching of the New Covenant. "They have healed 
also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, 
peace; when there is no peace" ijer. 6:14). 

Some people reject the Almighty God of creation and worship 
false gods -like Buddha, Ahura Mazda, Tao, Nanak, the Nature
gods of Japan, or the tribal gods of Africa. The Hindus worship 
over 300 million gods, but chiefly Brahma. Shall Christians draw a 
line, or let the walls come down? Is unity so important that we 
should accept pagan idols and false gods so as not to offend any 
and be at peace with all? 

Some professing Christians are now worshiping the goddess 
Sophia. Feminists put her on the same level as Jehovah, Jesus, and 
the Comforter. The One-Worlders advocate worshiping Mother 
Earth and the Sea, the sky, the sun and all the stars. If there are to 
be no walls, then prepare to bow down before images of wood, 
stone, gold, and silver. 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 

likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: 
for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth gen
eration of them that hate me; 

And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments (Ex. 20:3-6). 

God is still a jealous God and continues to visit punishment 
upon the rebellious and to prefer all who love him and keep his 
commandments. (Note, again, the connection between love and 
obedience.) 

Others say, "Any person who calls Jehovah, 'Father,' and Jesus, 
'Brother,' is my brother." We are solemnly told that anyone who 
accepts Jesus as the Son of God must not be forbidden (Lucado, 
Henderson, Banowsky, Osburn, Money, Young, Fair, Cope, Shelly, 
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Olbricht, H. Hazelip, Morrison, L. Allen - the list 
goes on and on). If we accept this view, it puts us in 
league with Pope John II, Louis Farakkan, Jim Jones 
(d), Jimmy Swaggart, Robert Tilton, Tammy Faye, 
Jim Bakker and Oral Roberts. It also puts us in fel
lowship with the Mormons, Christian Scientists, and 
many New Agers. 

Where is the line to be drawn and the wall to be 
built? Somewhere? Anywhere? Nowhere? It ought 
to be apparent that the fear of God and common 
sense compel us to draw the line where the Bible 
draws the line. The commands of God must be 
strictly observed or we do not love God. We must not 
be in fellowship with those who do not love God, 
because not loving God is tantamount to hating God. 
We do not want to be in company with haters of God. 

A person who knows himself to be a sinner, hears 
the gospel, believes it, repents and is baptized to re
ceive the remission of sin is born again. He is a child 
of God. (If you need more detail on this, let us know.) 

Suppose someone who is born from above - re
generated by loving obedience to the will of God -
begins to live in open adultery with his own mother. 
What to do? What to do? The Bible tells us to "de
liver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus" (2 Cor 5 :5). Shall we obey men or 
God? Even within the family of God walls must be 
erected against the immoral. The church is to be glo
rious and "without spot or wrinkle." 

In like manner, if someone teaches a different 
gospel, which is not another gospel but is perverted 
teaching, we draw a line of fellowship. The Bible 
teaches that perverters of sacred revelation are ac
cursed (Gal. 1 :8). Those who do not continue in t~e 
doctrine of Christ are without God (2 John 1:9). 
Shall the accursed who are without God Uesus, 
hope, promise) be in fellowship with the church of 
Christ? When the dear Lord tells us to sing, we must 
not join those who attempt to make worshipful mu
sic with machinery. If God wanted to be worshiped 
with contraptions, he would have said so. 

Walking in the light of God's eternal Word puts 
us in fellowship with all others who are walking in 
that light. It also puts us out of fellowship with those 
who will not _accept and abide by the teaching of 
God's Word and in consequence offend his majesty 
(Read 1 John 1:7). 
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Paul spoke of some who "did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge." They refused God's Word 
and "God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do 
those things which are not convenient" (Rom. 1 :28). 
This parallels Jesus' statement that if we do not 
"have" and "keep" his commands, we do not love 
him Uohn 14:21). How about it? Do you fellowship 
those who do not love Jesus and refuse to demon
strate their affection by fidelity to him? It just may be 
that many who say they love Jesus and will not obey 
him are "honoring him with their lips but their heart 
is far from him." 

We build no walls against those who are faithfully 
following the God-breathed scriptures, but the dis
obedient and rebellious themselves erect barriers 
against the faithful. They hurl insults at God by re
fusing to retain him in their knowledge. 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness 
(Rom 1:1 8). 
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Senseless Strife 
By Lindell Mitchell 

I have an interest in "The War For Southern Inde
pendence." As a son of the South I am proud of 
my heritage. I cherish what is best in Southern 

culture and honor the courageous sacrifices of those 
who fought against overwhelming power. I have tried 
to understand how the conflict could have been al
lowed to erupt, and then continue until more than 
600,000 young Americans lay dead. Americans killed 
more of their fellow-citizens in the conflict than have 
died in all our other wars combined. It is profoundly 
saddening to think about the senseless slaughter. 

A federal officer named Joshua Chamberlain 
conducted the formal stacking of arms at 
Appomattox when the South surrendered. He wrote 
movingly of events on that day: 

Before us in proud humiliation stood the em
bodiment of manhood: men whom neither 
toils and sufferings, nor the fact of death nor 
disaster, nor hopelessness could bend from 
their resolve; standing before us now, thin, 
worn, and famished, but erect, and with eyes 
looking level into ours, waking memories that 
bound us together as no other bond .••. 

Without official sanction, and all unplanned, 
Chamberlain suddenly gave the command for the 
Union soldiers to "order arms" in that deepest mark 
of military respect: 

Gordon (Confederate officer) at the head of 
the column, riding with heavy spirit and down
cast face, catches the sound of shifting arms, 
looks up, and, taking the meaning, wheels su
perbly, making with himself and his horse one 
uplifted figure, with profound salutation as he 
drops the point of his sword to the boot toe. 

Gordon had ordered his men to respond in kind: 
Honor answering honor. On our part not a 

sound ... an awed stillness rather, and breath
holding, as if it were the passing of the dead! 

As each successive division masks our own, it 
halts, the men face inward towards us across 
the road, twelve feet away; then carefully 
"dress" their line .••. They fix bayonets, stack 
arms; then, hesitatingly, remove cartridge 
boxes and lay them down. Lastly, reluctantly, 
with agony of expression - they tenderly fold 
their flags, battle-worn and torn, blood-stained, 
heart-holding colors, and lay them down .... 

What visions thronged as we looked into 
each other's eyes! Here pass the men of 
Antietam, the Bloody Lane, the Sunken Road, 

the Cornfield .... The men who swept away the 
Eleventh Corps at Chancellorsville; who left six 
thousand of their companions around the bases 
of Culp's and Cemetery Hills at Gettysburg; 
these survivors of the terrible Wilderness, the 
Bloody Angle at Spotsylvania, the slaughter pen 
of Cold Harbor! 

[W]hat shall we give them for greeting that 
has not already been spoken in volleys of thun
der and written in lines of fire on all the 
riverbanks of Virginia? ... met now, so thin, so 
pale, purged of mortal, - as if knowing pain or 
joy no more. 

How could we help falling on our knees, all 
of us together, and praying God to pity and 
forgive us all! 

The cost of conflict is too great to be entered 
when otJ'ler options are available. The casualties are 
too devastating to continue a war flippantly. The af
termath is too overwhelming to engage in battle fool
heartedly. 

Most readily agree with these sentimentS regard
ing carnal conflict. But spiritual war is viewed differ
ently. Sadly, some are eager to make a name for them
selves as great warriors for truth. They are so intent 
on establishing themselves as heroes of the faith, that 
they engage in devastating battles unnecessarily. 

Next to Christ, no leader in the ancient church 
was more vigorous in his defense of the faith than 
Paul. None resisted error more tenaciously. He never 
retreated from false teachers, never backed down 
from troublesome charlatans, never compromised 
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with evil. At no time did he debase his character by 
appeasing the wicked. Not once did he compromise 
his convictions because of cowardice. 

Paul upheld truth and waged total war on error. 
But he did not squander precious Christian fellow
ship in senseless strife. His battles were strategic. 
They were necessary for the church's security, essen
tial to preserving the faith delivered once and for all 
to the saints. 

Paul did not relish controversy. He was not spoil
ing for a fight. He had no desire to make a name for 
himself. Paul understood that the war with wicked
ness would be lost if brethren became belligerent, 
embroiling the church in silly squabbles over stupid 
questions. 

He knew factious men in positions of authority 
threatened the existence of the church. When the 
Spirit moved him to record the qualifications for el
ders, those qualifications were overwhelmingly con
cerned with temperament: 

[N]ot accused of riot or unruly •.. not self 
willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no 
striker, not given to filthy lucre ... sober, just, 
holy, temperate (Titus 1:6-8). 

Every generation produces men with more ego 
than ability who covet power. If they possess it, great 
harm results from their abusiveness. Their coarse 
character and shallow thinking are manifested 
through juvenile self-assertion. They embroil the 
church in an endless series of asinine conflicts. 

Paul ordered Titus to maintain good works that 
were profitable (Titus 3:8). He strictly forbade in
volvement with foolish questions, genealogies, and 
contentions about the law, because they were un
profitable (Titus 3 :9). 

Cretan churches were threatened by foolish 
bickering. They were not alone. Paul expressed con
cern over this problem in several places (1 Trm. 1:4; 
2 Tim. 2:23). Congregations were more acutely 
threatened by senseless controversies than outside 
agitatox:s or even government persecution. 

Titus was ordered to avoid such questions, not 
because there was no truthful answer, but because 
they were "unprofitable and vain." Titus was to exer
cise authority admonishing Cretan Christians re
garding proper conduct. He was to exert equal au
thority in refusing to pursue stupid squabbles. 

Some have been led to misapply Titus 3: 10 be
cause of the KJV's rendering hiretikon as heretic. 
Modern usage of the term heretic would suggest that 
Titus determine the correct position and enter the 
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fray on the side of right. But Paul specifically forbade 
any participation in the controversy. Some of the 
Cretans refused to avoid foolish questions accompa
nied by strife. Titus was ordered to admonish them 
for persistently pursuing useless controversies. Their 
sin did not grow out of their doctrine (though it may 
also have been sinful), but out of pushing the contro
versy to the point of division. 

Mter two admonitions, Titus was to "refuse" 
such a man. This is not withdrawal of fellowship 
(though it was potentially the ultimate result) but a 
refusal to continue the discussion. Whenever any 
Christian proves himself factious, brethren must 
refuse to participate in his controversy, deny him a 
hearing, and avoid him as you would old wives' fables 
(1 Tim. 4:7); and stupid questions (2 Tim. 2:23). At 
least two participants are required to engage in a 
senseless controversy. When Christians allow an 
overbearing blowhard to entangle them in a silly 
spectacle, they are participating in the degradation of 
the Lord's church. When she is thus debased, no par
ticipant is innocent. 

Paul practiced what he preached. Whenever a 
matter of indifference arose with the potential for 
causing controversy, Paul deferred to the sensibilities 
of weaker brethren. He required that faithful Chris
tians follow his lead (Rom. 14). He was unwilling to 
risk Christian fellowship by insisting on his own way 
regarding inconsequential matters. 

Let us be resolved to contend earnestly for the 
faith ijude 3). But let us be sure the faith is in jeop
ardy before we disrupt the harmony of a congrega
tion. We must refuse to grant factious men a hearing. 
Where there is no fuel the fire of controversy dies. 
As soldiers of Christ we must avoid having to fall on 
our knees, all of us together, praying to God to pity 
and forgive us all! DEO VINDICE 
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Knowing Truth 
By Ron Chandler 

Would a just and loving God give us a book 
of rules by which we will be judged but 
make the rules so unclear that we cannot 

understand them? Some think so. 
Agnosticism's ugly head causes people to throw 

up their arms in despair. These people shake their 
heads in confusion, wishing the inspired writers had 
been a little more clear in communicating the com
mands of the Almighty. Some even long for a miracu
lous gift so they can understand what God requires. 

Foree Grove, pulpit minister for the A&M 
Church of Christ in College Station, Texas, said in a 
recent sermon, that it would take the special gift of 
knowledge to figure out God's teaching on divorce 
and remarriage and the women's role in the church. 
With regard to 1 Corinthians 13, Grove said: 

Notice verse two and following, 'If I have the 
gift of prophecy, and can fathom all mysteries 
and all knowledge.' Now Paul says suppose I 
have a gift, through which I can fathom all mys
teries. So if that was today, then you would 
know the answer to divorce and remarriage. 
And you would have your knowledge of those 
kinds of difficult questions- women's role in 
the church. All of that would be clear to you 
and you would stand up and you'd say, God 
has given me the gift of knowledge and I know 
all of those things! 

The miraculous gifts of the Spirit are no longer 
available. So if Grove is correct, and the gift of 
knowledge is necessary to understand the Lord's 
will, we are in big trouble. Jesus said: 'He that rejec
teth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that 
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day' ijohn 12:48). A terri
fying fate awaits us all if we cannot even understand 
the Word by which we are going to be judged. 

Fortunately, the scriptures are sufficient and we 
can know what the Lord desires. The Bible is very 
clear about the marriage law. There is nothing com
plicated about the statement, "Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall 
marry another, committeth adultery" (Matt. 19:9). 
Any sensible person can understand that verse. The 
problem is, some people do not like the implications 
of the teaching. They try to concoct various ways 
around it, and confuse themselves. The same thing 

happens with the role of women in the worship. Paul 
says, "Let the woman learn in silence with all subjec
tion. But I suffer not a woman to teach, or usurp au
thority over the man, but to be in silence" (1 Tim. 
2:11-12). People may not like what that says, but 
they can understand it. 

Were not the Bereans commended for searching 
the scriptures every day to see if Paul's teaching was 
true? Why so, if they could not understand the scrip
tures? 

Paul wrote, "Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim 2:15). 
Surely we must be able to comprehend what we 
study or the effort would be a waste and Paul would 
not have advised it. 

Foree Grove proceeded to ridicule anyone who 
claims to know what the Bible teaches: 

Knowledge isn't enough folks. And I don't have 
to use the book of Romans to prove that to 
you, all I have to do is ask you - you got 
enough knowledge? You learned it all? Who 
wants to stand up and say, I've read it. I've read 
1 Corinthians, I'll do the lesson for the world 
on 1 Corinthians 7 and what it means when it 
says she's not under bondage. I've got it all 
done, I've figured it all out. And when I walk 
up to God on the judgment day I'll stand be
fore him and I'll say, 'God you gave me your 
book and I read it well and I understood it just 
right and here I am righteous before you!' 
Who would say that? 

Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free" ijohn 8:32). Paul wrote, "All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in
struction in righteousness: That the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). No one should be arrogant 
or boastful, but we can all know God's commands 
and should be confident in our knowledge. 

Now, let us consider Paul's statement in 1 Corin
thians 7:15: "But if the unbelieving depart, let him 
depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in 
such cases: but God hath called us to peace." Paul is 
simply saying that if your unbelieving spouse chooses 
to leave, and it is something you cannot prevent, let 
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your spouse go in peace. You are at liberty to live 
separate. Many have supposed that this means the 
believer would be free to marry again once the unbe
lieving spouse has left. That is a convenient idea, but 
it is not what the verse says. Once more, a verse that 
is clear and simple has been labeled confusing be
cause people are not content with what it teaches. 

We do not need the miraculous gift of knowledge 
to understand 1 Corinthians 7:13, or any other com
mand of God. What we need is an honest heart and 
the willingness to accept what the scriptures say. 

The A&M Church of Christ is a large congrega
tion with over 5 00 college students. The minister of 
the congregation is in a position of tremendous influ
ence and it is unfortunate that the pulpit is being 
used to teach agnosticism. 

Sadly, Foree Grove is not the only one te~ching 
that it is impossible to fully understand doctrine. In 
fact, the whole idea of following sound doctrine is 
being ridiculed by liberals in the church. This is part 
of a move toward open fellowship. After all, if we 
cannot be absolutely sure about what we believe, 
who's to say that we are right? Why not cuddle up 
with the denominations? It is important to stand for 
what is right. We should not allow anyone to con
vince us· that we are too ignorant to understand our 
English Bibles. God's rules are clear. 

8 

Look to yourselves, that we lose not those 
things which we have wrought, but that we re
ceive a full reward. Whosoever transgresseth, 
and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of 
Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son (2 
john 1:8-9). 2100 Southwood #2 
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Many, But One 
By R. C. Oliver 

P aul writes that the church has many members, 
yet is one body. How is it possible to take 
eyes and hands and a head and feet and fuse 

them all into one body? But this is not true of just any 
eyes and hands and f~et, they must all be of the same 
nature. 

When they are all human, then they can all be 
fused into one body. If one should take the head of a 
human, and the hands of a monkey, the feet of a horse, 
and the eye·s of a crocodile he could never blend these 
into one body. The parts must be of the same nature. 

Only Christians - only can be fused into one 
body. You cannot take Baptists, Methodists, Catho
lics, Christians and fuse these into one body. They 
have been taught different doctrines, believe different 
doctrines, and are different! They are of diverse na
tures. They can never be fused into one body! One can 
never take Baptists, Methodists, Catholics, and 
Christians and let them keep their identities and make 
them one. What needs to be done is convert them, 
change them! Until they are converted, they cannot be 
fused into one body! "Wherefore be ye not unwise, 
but understanding what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 
5: 17). 333 Lake Howard Dr. 

NW Unit, 114-D, 
Winter Haven, FL 33880 
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Application of the Sermon • 2 
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being too simple. Application is neither ethereal nor 
esoteric. It is practical and pragmatic. How can a 
preacher impress the audience with his knowledge 
when he deals on such levels? WiU his hearers not 
think that he is dull of mind and slow of wit? Jesus 
did not worry about such concerns. He spoke simply 
and plainly. He spent little time sawing sawdust. To 
the contrary, he ripped into real problems of real 
people; he generated a response. Men may not mar
vel at the eruditeness of those who follow his ex
ample, but they may say, as they did of him, "Never 

man spake like this" Oohn 7=46>· 10880Memorial Dr. 
Houston~ TX 77024 
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Amoral Commandments 
By Hugo McCord 

The source of all wisdom, "the only wise God" 
(Rom. 16:27), put two kinds of laws in his 
Bible, "for our good always" (Deut. 6:24). 

Laws relating to that which is "good or right in con
duct or character are called "moral" (Webster). Laws 
that have no connection with moral standards, being 
neither "moral nor immoral" are called "amoral" 
(Webster). 

Adam and Eve 
Good morals are not enough to open heaven's door. 
Morally, nothing was wrong in our first parents eat
ing from all he trees of the garden of Eden: 

From any tree of the garden you may eat 
freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat from it you shall surely die (Gen. 
2:16-17). 

The only wrong in our parents eating of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil was because God 
had prohibited it. The effects of the amoral sin of our 
first parents are still with us7 and will be to the end of 
the. world: e"tra pain in child bir~h, thorns and 
thistles, and death (Gen. 2:16-17; 3:16-19; Rom. 
5:12; 1 Cor. 15:26). 

Cain and Ahel 
As the commandment to Adam and Eve was amoral, 
neither moral nor immoral, so Cain and Abel re
ceived an amoral commandment: they were to offer 
an animal sacrifice (Gen. 4:4). By faith Abel offered 
to God what he had specified, but Cain substituted 
"the fruit of the ground" (Gen. 4:3). 

Since it is sinful for a human to change any of 
God's commands, either moral or amoral, Cain and 
his offerings were rejected (Gen. 4:5). Cain had not 
done what was right, and so his worship was evil 
(Gen. 4:7; 1 John 3:12). 

Had God not given a command to Cain and Abel 
what was required in worship? If he had given no 
command, it is impossible that a fair and loving God 
would accept what Abel decided to offer and to re
ject Cain for what he decided to offer. 

On the other hand, if God only told Abel what to 
offer, not Cain, and yet he expected Cain to offer the 
same thing, it is impossible to say that God was fair 

and loving to Cain. 
It follows, therefore, if God is love, a God of 

truth and without iniquity, that he gave one and the 
same command for an animal offering both to Cain 
and to Abel. Cain did not have enough faith to obey 
God, to take God at his word, to do what God said 
simply because God said it. On the other hand, Abel 
offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than did 
Cain, God bearing witness about his gifts, and 
through it he yet speaks, though he is dead (Heb. 
11:4). 

Very likely Abel did not know why God asked for 
a bloody animal offering, but he asked no questions. 
No morality was involved. An offering from a "flock" 
or from "the fruit of the ground" were both amoral. 

Later on, God required of the Israelites that the 
"first of the first-fruits" be given to him (Ex. 23:19), 
which shows that nothing in itself was sinful in 
Cain's offering. The sin was that he was making his 
own rules. 

Even though Cain willfully sinned, God still 
loved him, and tried to get him to repent and do what 
was right (Gen. 4:7). Divine love brought God to a 
one on one meeting with the sinful backslider, with a 
loving exhortation: "Sin is crouching at your door; it 
desires to have you, but you must master it" (Gen. 
4:7). 

God thought that Cain could repent, and begged 
him to do so. Sadly, Cain's disposition turned from 
bad to worse, even murdering Abel (Gen. 4:8). 

The Sprinkling of the Blood 
On a certain night God gave an amoral command to 
the Israelites in Egypt to sprinkle lamb's blood on the 
top and on both sides of the door-frame of each 
house, and he promised that "when I see the blood, I 
will pass over the house," with the result that the 
first born child would not die (Ex. 12:13, 22). 

"By faith" Moses instituted the Passover, and the 
sprinkling of the blood, so that "the destroyer of the 
firstborn might not touch them" (Heb. 11:28). There 
was "not a house without someone dead" except 
those houses with blood on their door-frames (Ex. 
12:30). 
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Lamb's blood has no power to prevent death, and 
no one thought that it would. But heaven's wisdom 
often calls for people to demonstrate their faith in 
God by their obedience to an amoral command. 

Nadab and Abihu 
If God failed to instruct Nadab and Abihu about the 
fire that he wanted them to put in their censers, leav
ing them on their own, and then burned them alive 
for their selection, he is not a fair and loving God 
(Lev. 10: 1-2). Since, however, "God is love" (1 John 
4:8) and without iniquity (Deut. 32:4), we know that 
God told Nadab and Abihu what particular fire he 
wanted them to use, and that, on their own, they de
cided to make a substitute. 

Very likely the instruction that God gave to 
Nadab and Abihu, about the fire he wanted them to 
put in their censers, was the same instruction that he 
gave to their father Aaron about the ever-burning 
"fire on the altar: take a censer full of coals of fire 
from the altar" (Lev. 6:12; 16:12). 

Consequently, "fire" not "from the altar" was 
unauthorized. Moses called it "strange fire" (Lev. 
10: 1), which was "unlawful or profane fire, as op
posed to the holy fire" (Gesenius, Hebrew and 
Cha/dee Lexicon, 242). 

Nadab and Abihu, like Cain, on their own, had 
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dared to change God's command. Like Cain, they 
had violated one of God's amoral commandments. 
Both the "fruit of the ground" on Cain's altar, and 
the "strange fire" in the censers of Nadab and Abihu 

' 
were non-moral, but sinful. We need to learn, even 
from the Old Testament (Rom. 15:4 ), that not only 
must God's moral commands be respected and 
obeyed (1 Cor. 10:8), but also his amoral laws. 

The Sabbath Breaker 

The word Sabbath comes from a Hebrew word 
meaning "rest." After the first six days of God's cre
ative work, "He rested on the seventh day," blessing 
and sanctifying that day (Gen. 2:2-3). 

The first human beings commanded to abstain 
from Saturday work, in observance of a "holy sab
bath" were the Israelites, after they left Egypt (Ex. 
16:23). The Lord "came down on Mt. Sinai" and 
"made known to" the Israelites his "holy sabbath" 
(Neh. 9:13-14). This was done in remembrance of 
God's resting on the first seventh day, and in remem
brance of God's delivering the Israelites from Egyp
tian bondage (Ex. 20:11; Deut. 5: 15). 

The only reason why the Israelites were to abstain 
from Saturday work was because God had so com
manded them. The command was a positive, an arbi
trary, an amoral law. No morality was involved, but 
respect and reverence for God demanded obedience. 

When a person sinned "unintentionally," a "sin 
offering" would "make atonement for him" and he 
would "be forgiven" (Num. 15:27-28). But for "the 
person who" did anything "presumptuously" (beyad 
ramah .. "with a high hand"), there was no forgiveness 
(Num. 15 :30). 

The high-handed sin, whether moral or amoral, 
was the "great transgression" (Psa. 19:13). David 
prayed that God would keep him back "from pre
sumptuous" sins (zedim, insolent, proud, haughty 
[Psa. 19:13]). 

But an Israelite man, instead of resting, went out 
and gathered wood on a sabbath day (Num. 15 :32). 
No morality was involved in what day of the week he 
was to abstain from work, just as no morality was 
involved in what place Nadab and Abihu obtained 
fire for their censers. 

But the man's death penalty, like that of Nadab 
and Abihu, shows that God demands respect for his 
amoral laws (Num. 15:36; Lev. 10:1-2). Indeed, God 
has preserved a written record of the transgressions 
of these three men so that New Testament people 
might be warned (cf. 1 Cor. 10:11; Rom. 15:4). 



Moses 
God revealed himself to Old Testament prophets "in 
visions" and spoke to them "in dreams" (Num. 12:6). 
On the other hand, to Moses, the mediator, God 
spoke face to face, and Moses saw the "form of the 
LORD" (Num. 12:8). 

However, whether a man was the leader of the 
people or a follower, he was expected "to do what 
the LORD your God" commanded with no devia
tion: "do not turn aside to the right or to the left" 
(Deut. 5 :32). The mandate requiring exact obedi
ence applied both to the laws governing moral con
duct and to the laws governing amoral statutes ("all 
these decrees," Deut. 5:16-21, 24). 

Alas! Moses and his brother Aaron were guilty of 
an amoral violation. On one occasion, to produce 
water miraculously from a dry rock, God com
manded Moses and Aaron "to speak to that rock," 
and "it will pour out its water" (Num. 20:8). This 
would be a dramatic demonstration of something 
that only God could do, and would inspire the people 
with deeper faith in the Lord. 

However, Moses injected himself and Aaron in a 
situation where only God was to be honored. Moses 
spoke to The assembly gathered together in front of 
the rock, saying, "Listen, you rebels, must we bring 
you water out of this rock?" (Num. 20:10). 

Moses failed to "speak to that rock," but on his 
own he "raised his arm and struck the rock twice 
with his staff" (Num. 20: 11). God did not withhold 
the needed water from the people (the "water gushed 
out," Num. 20: 11), but, as Moses later wrote, "the 
LORD became angry with me" (Deut. 1:37). 

Apparently, while the water was still flowing, 
God announced both the penalty on Moses and the 
reason for it: 

Because you have not trusted in me, to sanctify 
me before the eyes of the sons of Israel, there
fore you will not bring this assembly into the 
land which I have given to them (Num. 20:12). 

What a blow! For forty years, from age 80 to 120 
(Acts 7:23, 30; Deut. 34:7), Moses had carried mil
lions of complaining people in his "bosom, as a nurse 
carries a sucking child" (Num. 11: 12), and now he 
himself had fallen short! 

He would be allowed to climb a mountain and 
"see the land," but only to see it! (Num. 27:12). 
"When you have seen it," said the angry Lord, "You 
shall be gathered to your people, because you re
belled against my word" (Num. 27:13-14; Deut. 
1:37). 

Moses begged the Lord to change his mind: "Let 
me cross over to see the good land beyond the Jor
dan, that good hill country and the Lebanon" (Deut. 
3 :25). But the Lord would not listen, saying: 

Enough from you! Never speak to me of this 
matter again! Go up to the top of Pisgah and 
look around you to the west, to the north, to 
the south, and to the east. Look well, for you 
shall not cross over this Jordan (Deut. 
3:26-27). 

In itself, nothing was wrong in Moses striking the 
rock. On a previous occasion God commanded him, 
"strike the rock, and water will come out" (Ex. 
17:6), and Moses did so. Why was what was right 
once sinful later? God had given a different com
mand, and a human being is presumptuous, "high
handed" (Num. 15:30), who dares to do his own 
thing when God has spoken. 

Neither striking the rock nor speaking to it was 
an immoral act. Both commands were amoral, and 
were tests of faith. The Lord has kept the Old Testa
ment in existence that we might not be guilty both of 
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moral and non-moral sins (Rom. 15 :4; 1 Cor. 
10:6-12). 

A Cure for Snake Bite 

In the wilderness wandering, the Israelites com
plained against Moses and against God, causing the 
Lord to send "fiery serpents" (Num. 21:6), "so called 
from" their "inflamed bite" (Gesenius), "venomous" 
from the "burning effect of poison." The deaths of 
many Israelites caused those alive to beg Moses to 
pray to the Lord to "take away the serpents from us" 
(Num. 21:6-7). 

In response to Moses' prayer, the Lord told 
Moses to make a "brass snake," put it on a pole, and 
announce that anyone who had been bitten, if he 
looked at the brass snake, he would live (Num. 
21:8-9). 

Some thought the brass snake was a god, and for 
about 700 years they burned incense to it (2 Kings 
18:4). Finally, Hezekiah, a sensible king, called it a 
nehushtan, "a piece of brass,, and had it broken in 
pieces (2 Kings 18:4). 

No healing power was in looking at a piece of 
brass. The healing power was in God, but he decided 
to require an amoral "looking" at the brass snake 
before he healed the people. 

The brass snake on a pole was a type of Christ on 
his cross: 

As Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up, in or
der that everyone who believes may have eter
nal life in him Uohn 3:14-15). 

Both the looking at the snake and the believing in 
Christ are amoral commands of God, with no power 
in either the looking or the believing. In parallel, 
death resulted without the looking, and eternal life is 
forfeited without the believing Oohn 14:6; Acts 
4: 12). Biblical believing includes obedience, for 
Jesus is "the author of eternal salvation to all who 
obey him" (Heb. 5 :9). 

The Walls of Jericho 

Thirteen trips around the walls of Jericho, accompa
nied with trumpet blasts and a shout, did not make 
the walls fall. But God's power to make them fall was 
not displayed until the Israelites had obeyed God's 
amoral commands Oosh. 6:12-20). 

Uuah 
God gave a negative amoral command to Adam: "Of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 

12 ~r~c~ound~: 

not eat" (Gen. 2: 17). He may even have prohibited 
touching that tree (Gen. 3:3). Similarly, God gave a 
negative amoral command in regard to "all the ves
sels of the sanctuary that they were untouchable" 
(Num. 4: 15). 

One of those vessels was a wooden chest called 
"the ark of testimony" (Num. 4: 15). One day, when 
the oxen shook that holy ark, being carried by a cart, 
Uzzah, a driver of the cart, "reached out his hand to 
the ark of God and took hold of it" (2 Sam. 6:6). 
Since the chest was not to be touched, God had to 
kill Uzzah (2 Sam. 6:7), for God demands that all of 
his laws be respected, even his amoral ones. 

Naaman 

Naaman's immersing himself seven times in the Jor
dan River did not cure his leprosy. But God's power 
to heal was not displayed until he obeyed God's 
amoral command (2 Kings 5: 14 ). 

A Blind Man 

A blind man's washing mud from his eyes did not give 
him sight. But God's power to give sight was not dis
played until the man had obeyed Jesus' amoral com
mand Oohn 9:7). 

Paul 

The water in which Paul was baptized did not wash 
away his sins. But God's power to wash sins away 
was not displayed until he had obeyed the amoral 
command "to be baptized and wash away your sins" 
(Acts 22: 16). 
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Missionary Page -Rod Rutherford:~ editor 

Outreach Thrust of Crieve Hall Church of Christ 
By Paul M. Tucker 

The whole mission of the whole church is to 
preach the whole gospel to the whole world. 
Our Lord commanded: "Go ye into all the 

world, and preach the gospel to every creature" 
(Mark 16:15; cf. Matt. 28: 19-20). "Go ye" is the 
commission to all of us who are disciples of Christ. 
There are no exceptions! "Preach the gospel" means 
to preach the whole gospel. This includes every item 
of revealed truth and excludes everything else! The 
gospel of Christ, nothing more and nothing less, 
when believed and obeyed makes Christians, nothing 
more and nothing less. "Every creature" includes ev
ery human being in every nation. The whole world is 
in need of the whole gospel. It is impossible to preach 
the gospel to the wrong person. 

Time is too short, souls are too valuable, the mes
sage is too urgent, life is too precious, heaven is too 
grand, hell is too horrible to waste time, alter the 
message, or temper the thrust and thus endanger the 
destiny of millions of lost souls. When people be
come baptized believers, they must be taught to "ob
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you," 
and thus perpetuate the ongoing thrust of the whole 
church. 

This missionary thrust has saturated the philoso
phy of the teaching and preaching of the Crieve Hall 
Church of Christ from its beginning. In fact, this 
church was considered a mission point itself in its 
incipiency. A few Christians thought the large, grow
ing Crieve Hall residential area needed a conve
niently located place of worship, so they began hav
ing planning meetings. This resulted in regular wor
ship services beginning in November 1955. 

Early preaching to encourage this "mission 
point" was done by H.M. Phillips. Later, Charles 
Moore preached for us until he left to become a mis
sionary to Sicily. Aaron Thomason next served as 
preacher until leaving for a mission work in Georgia. 
During these years, the Crieve Hall Church of Christ 
became more and more involved in world evangelism 
as opportunities and resources permitted. 

Crieve Hall Church of Christ has grown numeri
cally and spiritually through the years. Our annual 

budget of $1,357,200 reflects a 
positive outreach thrust. Fifty per
cent of our budget is designated for 
over 90 places or persons on several 
continents. The strength of the out
reach of the church depends upon 
the strength of our base of opera
tions which is the local church. 

The strength of Crieve Hall Rod Rutherford 

Church of Christ depends on a number of factors. 
First, there is the grace and providence of God. 
Then there is the importance of a receptive commu
nity. There is a group of strong, biblically qualified 
elders. There is solid Bible teaching from the pulpit. 
There is also soul-moving, great gospel congrega
tional singing under a capable song leader. There 
are a variety of programs of work which in~olve all 
the members of the congregation in work at home 
and abroad. 

Crieve Hall Church of Christ is overseen by 
eight elders: Harold Burch, Ray Frizzell, Clyde Lee, 
Robert L. Mays, Bill Merry, Don Michael, and James 
Wood. There are forty-eight deacons. Each elder is 
given a particular area of the congregation's work to 
oversee. Deacons are assigned to him to assist in car
rying out that particular area of work. All major deci
sions on any aspect of the work are made by the el
ders. 

The elder who is in charge of our missions pro
gram is Robert L. Mays, a member of Crieve Hall for 
more than 35 years. He is acquainted personally with 
all our mission projects and can answer detailed 
questions concerning any of them. He probably is as 
well versed as any elder in the world about the over
all mission work of the Lord's church. 

In the article to follow, we expect to tell about 
numerous programs involving our members in com
munity outreach and also about far-reaching world
wide evangelistic efforts in which the Crieve Hall 
Church of Christ is directly involved. 

4806 Trousdale Dr. 
Nashville, 1N 37220 
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The ''Third Wave'' 
By J. E. Choate 

Gary Holloway and Michael Weed in their 
1995 Disciples of Christ Historical Society 
paper proposed two specific models to re

place the biblical pattern of the New Testament 
church "the Willow Creek Community Church, and 
the contemporary Pentecostal "Third Wave" para
digms. The linkages of the "Willows" and the "Vine
yards" with Churches of Christ are theological, un
biblical, and utilitarian. The professed interest is 
church growth. 

Gary Holloway (newly appointed DLU Director 
of Graduate Bible) was, and Michael Weed now is 
senior faculty in the Institute of Christian Studies, a 
previous University of Texas Bible Chair, and now a 
ACU satellite. Paying for one day of ICS instructions 
is $200. A dollar for ICS is a vote for postmodern 
theology. The next preacher in your pulpit could be a 
ICS graduate and a "Third Waver." 

It is expected to see such yoke-fellows together 
on the same platform as Bill Hybels and Max 
Lucado. But the strangest alliance of this post
modern consortium is the yoking of Rubel Shelly and 
Mike Bickle (Kansas City Prophets) who joined 
hands in April1996 in Florence, Ala., for the Confer
ence on Spiritual Renewal. 

Understanding the Third Wave 

To obtain an understanding of the "Third Wave" 
movement, the brain child of C. Peter Wagner, it is 
imperative to go back one hundred years in Ameri
can church history. Wagner alleges there have been 
three unique descents of the Holy Spirit in this cen
tury which be designates as the "three waves." 

He ·has in mind three major PentecostaVcharis
matic movements in the past ninety years: the Azusa 
Street revival (1906) in San Francisco; the charis
matic craze of the 1960s which brings to mind Pat 
Boone and the "Flower Children;" and the "Third 
Wave" movement identified with the Vineyard 
Christian Fellowship. 

The answer to this provides the key to under
stand the postmodern theology of our liberal breth
ren. The body of the "Third Wave" phenomena is the 
Vineyard Christian Fellowship, and its soul is the 
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"Wonders and Signs" scheme devised by John 
Wimber and C. Peter Wagner. 

The theology of the "Third Wave" is the brain 
child of C. Peter Wagner, a Fuller Theological Semi
nary professor in Pasadena, C.alif. Wagner is a re
puted expert in the theories of church growth. 
Herein lies the primary interest of the liberals among 
us. Peter Wagner wrote the book, The Third Wave of 
the Holy Spirit which has become the primer for the 
"Third Wave" Pentecostal movement since the 
1980s. The thesis of the book runs on a double track. 
It is both apocalyptic (revelation), and eschatological 
(doctrine of last things). The "Third Wavers" say that 
we are living in the last days, and the Second Coming 
is imminent in this present generation. 

While the beginning of the Vineyard church goes 
back to 1978, the form and substance of the "Third 
Wave" movement came into prominence in 1983 in a 
class taught by John Wimber with the assistance of 
Wagner. The course was numbered MC510 and 
titled "Signs and Wonders." It was the most popular 
course ever taught at Fuller. A total of 2800 had en
rolled before the course was canceled because of its 
focus. 

It was over this four year period that Wimber ar
ticulated and fine tuned his "Signs and Wonders" 
theology. Wimber's bold claim is that the miracles 
that Jesus and the apostles performed can be and 
must be performed today. This is what Wimber calls 
"power evangelism." This form of superstition holds 
that the age of miracles has never ceased. 

It was not until after Wimber left his Fuller Theo
logical Seminary post and moved his Vineyard Fel
lowship to Anaheim that his church "took off," grow
ing to a membership of 5000. A typical Wimber ser
vice is lifted straight out of the Pentecostal primer of 
"how to do church." 

The first thirty minutes are given to nonstop 
singing accompanied by a high powered rock band. 
Wimber knows show biz. He was a professional jazz 
and rock-and-roll musician before his conversion. 
He plays the key board and writes many of the praise 
songs. 

Then the audience is fired up with a typical high 



energy Pentecostal sermon. The audience by then is 
spellbound and fully charged for the "Signs and Won
ders" session. They have come to behold the super
natural at work -where the blind see, the deaf hear, 
the lame walk, demons exorcised, and the dead 
raised 

W1D1ber's Vineyard church has now grown to in
clude more than 600 churches world wide who hold 
membership in the Association of the Vineyard 
Churches which was formed in 1986. The name Vine
yard is now trademarked to identify the network of 
Vineyard churches. 

Problems In the VIneyards 
Two festering problems are now tormenting John 
Wimber and his Vineyard churches. He does not 
seem able to solve them. The first problem is con
nected with the Kansas City Prophets who joined in 
1991 the network of the Association of Vineyard 
Churches by invitation of John Wimber. The com
plexities of this story is such that it will be related in 
another place within its own framework of refer
ences. 

The "Toronto Blessing" is still another story of 
major portentous significance which threatens the 
very existence of the Vineyard churches, and which 
compromises Wimber's emphases on the "Signs and 
Wonders" movement. There has been nothing like it 
since the Pentecostal revival on Azusa Street in 
1906. 

The "Toronto Blessing" had its beginning on a 
cold night January 6, 1994. A small insignificant 
Vineyard church with 120 present met in a four-day 
revival to hear a guest speaker, Randy Clark, a Saint 
Louis Vineyard preacher. He had been recently 
anointed by South African Rodney Howard-Brown, 
one of two sources for the "Toronto Blessing" 
laugh-ins. 

Then it happened! The "Toronto Blessing" sud
denly descended upon the gathering. Then the laugh
ing began which has since spread around the world 
nonstop. Many swooned falling to the floor. This was 
the actual beginning of the "Toronto Blessing." The 
meetings continued nightly. 

The word got around and the people started 
coming. More than a million people since that night 
have come to Toronto from around the world in hope 
of being touched by the Holy Spirit, Whatever John 
Wimber had in mind about the "Signs and Wonders" 
of the third advent of the Holy Spirit in this century, 
he was not thinking about what started in Toronto. 

The behavior of the participants has evolved and 
expanded. The unexpected is expected. It is a sight 
to see. The vast carpeted floor of the Toronto Vine
yard church is littered with bodies, laughing, swoon
ing, staggering, trilling, and whooping. 

Some no doubt come for the excitement, or to 
put on a show of their own. A lion's sound rolls 
through the assembly hall, punctuated by the barking 
as of a dog. Here are ministers wailing like a bunch 
of cats. A man is wearing a T -shirt with the logo -
"A jerk for Jesus." A woman down front whips her 
hair into a frenzy before falling to the floor. 

Jim Beverley, professor of theology and ethics in 
an Ontario seminary said God would never choose to 
have us bray like a love-sick donkey. The Toronto 
Blessing is being scourged by Christian critics who 
see in it spiritual hocus-pocus at best, and 
devil-inspired at the worst. 

Wimber is greatly alarmed that his Anaheim 
Vineyard church is being upstaged by John Arnott's 
Toronto Vineyard church. An exciting evening ses
sion of healing people with headaches and internal 
cancer cannot compare with all the excitement of a 
"Toronto Blessing" service when every thing is rock
ing and rolling. 

John Wimber has reacted in two ways. He sent 
letters to 600 Vineyard Fellowships world wide an
nouncing that the Toronto "spirit" exercises such as 
lion roaring and dog barking were not acceptable. 
The Toronto airport church was drummed out of the 
Vineyard Association of Churches after John Arnott 
ignored what amounted to an ultimatum. 

Summary Appraisal 
The "Toronto Blessing" is also a story which must be 
told in the larger context of the Vineyard churches. 
The "Signs and Wonders" happenings is the center 
piece of the "Third Wave" PentecostaVcharismatic 
movement. The "Toronto Blessing" is one of three 
manifestations of the "Signs and Wonders" phenom
ena. 

Center stage must also be shared with the Kansas 
City Prophets who claim to foretell future events. The 
KCP say we are living in the "last days" and that the 
second coming of Christ will be in this generation. 

The only reason why the "Third Wave" move
ment is of interest to the churches of Christ lies 
solely in the fact that Gary Holloway and Michael 
Weed have proposed it as a replacement model for 
the apostolic church. Randy Harris has commended 
the charismatic element of the "Third Wave," and 
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especially Jack Deere in his article in a recent issue 
of Wineskins magazine which now has all the symp
toms of a failed venture. 

My role in setting forth the above information is 
strictly reportorial. We are confident that the 
"change agents" and their liberal agendas cannot 
stand the full scrutiny of documented facts. Their 
"houses of cards" are already crumbling. 

My personal experience has been that liberal 
brethren are full of sweetness and light until chal
lenged, then Katie bar the door! 

3714Yz Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 37215 

(Editor,s comment: We cannot resist pointing out 
once again that the counterfeit signs of false prophets 
and charlatans do not compare with the miracles of 
the first century. To stake that claim is to downgrade 
the bona fide signs of the first century and does the 
cause of Christ a disservice. Where in all of the Bible 
did God send the Holy Spirit to make people roar like 
a lion, bark like a dog, fall down in a swoon, and wal
low on the floor? 'Will they not say that you are 
mad?" It is incredible that some of our brothers
Weed, Harris, and Holloway are promoting these 
things, and the schools with which they identify are 
not guiltless -Dobbs.) II: 

Of Oxen and Men 
By Frank Chesser 

The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his 
master's crib; but Israel doth not know, my 
people doth not consider" (lsa. 1:3). As 

Isaiah preached, Judah reveled in sin. Though only 
for a season, they were enjoying the pleasures of 
wickedness. 

Even a dumb animal knows his owner, but Judah 
knew not God. With Abraham, Egypt, smoking Sinai 
and a mountain of miracles as a spiritual heritage, Is
rael was yet a "sinful nation, a people laden with iniq
uity" (Isa. 1:4). 

An ox acknowledges his master and submits to his 
yoke, but Israel had no desire for the knowledge of 
God, nor intention of submitting to his yoke of righ
teousness. An ox listens to the voice of his master and 
plods ever onward to the sound thereof, but Judah 
"despised the word of the Holy One of Israel" (Isa. 
5:24 ). The nation was sick in heart and head (lsa. 1 :5). 

Though clothed in iniquity the heirs of Sinai felt 
good amidst the sweet odor of their incense, the 
smoke of their sacrifices, the joy of their feasts and 
the sound of their prayers (lsa. 1: 11-15). They 
viewed such external acts as sufficient to appease 
God, ward off wrath and assure fertility in business, 
the field and the womb. 

They were wrong. God loathed the smell of their 
incense, refused their sacrifices, hated their feasts 
and turned a deaf ear to their prayers (lsa. 1: 11-15). 
God wanted penitence, righteousness and mercy 
(lsa. 1:16-17). 

16 ~~c~ound~~?c?.. 

One may fill a pew, word a prayer, and make mu
sic in song and yet not know God. When genuine 
love and gratitude have vacated the heart, no amount 
of externals can replenish the gap. God requires the 
right act, but only from the right heart. 

The submissive loving of oxen under the 
master's yoke is as much a rebuke to man's propen
sity for rebellion as was Balaam's rebuke by his don
key on his road to ruin (Num. 22:21-30). 

33 Andress St. 
Jacksonville, FL 32208 

(Editor,s note: The point brother Chesser makes 
so well does not need to be rubbed in, but we cannot 
keep from wondering how many who were "once 
enlightened, now despise the Word of the Lord God. 
"Forsaking the right way, they went astray, having 
followed the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who 
loved the hire of wrong-doing; but h~ was rebuked for 
his own transgression: a dumb ass spake with man,s 
voice and stayed the madness of the prophet (2 Pet 
2:15-16). Notice, not to follow fully the instructions 
of Jehovah is madness: 

For if, after they have escaped the defilements of 
the world through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein and overcome, the last state is become 
worse with them than the first. 

Let us fear to be among that number- Dobbs.) 



Tradition or Truth? 
By Michael Light 

I n recent years a charge is made against the 
churches of Christ that its worship is too "tra
ditional." The charge is that what the brethren 

have taught and still teach is our tradition and not 
necessarily based on scriptural truth. Most of our 
accusers are themselves members of the church. 
Men like Max Lucado, Rubel Shelly, Marvin Phillips, 
Jeff Walling and others bemoan that we will not turn 
from what they consider to be our traditional teach
ings on a number of subjects. 

They say that we are too traditional in our wor
ship. The persons who level these charges would like 
to introduce innovations and refashion worship to be 
spontaneous or "Pentecostal" in style. Is their criti
cism correct? Have we in the church become too tra
ditional in our worship? 

The Greek word, paradosis, translated "tradi
tion," means "a handing down or passing on" CW. E. 
Vine). It refers to anything (teaching or ordinance) 
handed down from generation to generation. The 
New Testament refers to two kinds of traditions. The 
first is human traditions, which if taught as doctrine 
will keep us from heaven and render our worship 
vain (Matt. 15:9). Jesus strongly condemned the 
false religious leaders of his day for this very thing 
(Matt. 15: 19). The second, is the tradition of God, 
which must be believed, taught and practiced (2 
Thess. 2:15; 1 Cor. 11 :2). 

If the charge has reference to human traditions, 
the answer is: The church of Christ is the only 
church that does not believe, teach and practice hu
man traditions in worship and practice. There is 
New Testament authority for every act of worship 
one finds in the Lord's church (Col. 3: 17). Faithful
ness in adhering to the pattern set forth in the scrip
tures is the distinguishing characteristic of the fol
lowers of Christ ijohn 14:15; Matt. 7:21). We must 
vehemendy oppose the change agents who encour
age us to leave the scripture's way for non-scriptural 
ways. They are the very thing they say they oppose. 
They would leave the traditions of God for the tradi
tions of mere mortals. If we follow their godless lead, 
our worship will be vain because it will follow human 
traditions (Matt. 15 :9). 

If their charge has reference to following the ap-

ostolic traditions, the answer is still no. How could 
the church be guilty of being too faithful to the divine 
form or pattern (2 Tim 1: 13)? The Bible teaches us 
that those who do not abide (remain) in the doctrine 
of Christ are without God (2 John 9). Living without 
God by not consciously obeying the commands of 
the Bible is what the denominational world has done 
for years. Now many who once were of us have for
saken the truth and are also living without God. 

In 1 John 2:19, we have some insight into what 
we see among our digressive brethren (those who 
want to change the nature - the acts themselves -
of our worship). The passage says, "They went out 
from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been 
of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: 
but they went out, that they might be made manifest 
that they were not of us." 

Until we see these people for what they are (false 
teachers, who have left the ways of God)· we will 
never understand why they do what they do. When 
one views the Bible as nothing but a non-authorita
tive "love letter," the door is wide open for going far 
afield on every subject, including worship. They go 
out from us because they leave the truth. Mark it 
down. Those who mock the old paths and push for 
change have lost conviction for the truth and are 
moving toward traditions of human beings. 

It is true that many in the church are simply going 
through the motions (correct form but wrong atti
tude) of worship. This is a problem of the heart and 
not an indictment against the prescribed form of 
worship. The acts of worship as God gave them are 
perfect to express love, devotion and gratitude. For 
our worship to be acceptable it must be in spirit 
(proper motivation and with a sincere heart) and in 
truth (according to the divine record, the Bible). It is 
impossible for our worship to be acceptable if we 
have the proper form but our hearts are not in it. 
Likewise, it is impossible for our worship to be in the 
proper spirit if we do not follow the directive of God 
(Matt. 7:21; Lev. 10:1-2). Many are pleasing the 
worshipers instead of pleasing the God we profess to 
worship. P. 0. Box 41 

Banks. TX 76823 
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Curtis Cates Wayne Coats 

Steve Ellis Corinne Elldns Garland Ell<ins J1mmy Ferguson Barry Gnder Joe Gilmore 

THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL LECTURESHIP 
MARCH 30- APRIL 3, 1997 

"fiZEKIELA ND I.AMiiN1l\TIONS: 
U::SSONS 1'0/l GOD'S PIWI'LE PAS1; I 'R£SEN1; AND FUTU/lE" 

~ l Dll'IIIS SCilOOl. OF l'lH:AClllNG. -1-100 " NIGHT ARNOLD ROA D. ~~E~ l i'HIS. TN 38 11S 
Kenneth Gossen Noah Hackworth 

tiiKDAY, MARCH 30, 1997 
9:3().10:20 A M. "lnlroduclion to Ezekiel" (Kcilh A. Mosher. Sr) 

10:30·11:30 A.M "They Shall Know There Hath Been a Prophet Among Them-2 5" (Stevo Ellis) 
6:00- 7:00 A.M. "Ezel<iel. A Hard-Headed Preacher- 3 6.9" (Joe Gilmore) 

MOKDAY. MARCH 31, lff7 
9.00-9:50 A.M. "Ezekiel's Vrsion of God's Glory-·1:1·28" (Curtis A. Catos) 

10 00·10'50 A.M. "The New Testament Church" (Adron Doran) 
10 00-10.50 A.M "Two Women, the Daughters of One Motner-Ch 23• (Wcmen·s Class) 

11:00-11:50 A.M "Ezol<iers Calland Commission .. 2:1-3:27" 
11 :00-11:50 A.M. Class 1: ''Introduction to Lamentations" 

Cl~ss 2. "Ezekiel and Chrisr 
Class 3: "let Us Search and Try Our Ways, and Turn-lam 3 40" 
Class 4: "The Anointed Cherub: Satan?"- 28·1 1-1g>t 

11:50-1 :10 P.M. lU"'H 
1;10-2:00 P.M. "Judgment on Israel Symboltzed·-4 ·1-517" 
1·1Q.2'00P.M. 

Class 1· "Jerusalem Mourns-Lam 1·1-22'" 
Class 2: .. Unanswered Prayer-Lam 3 .44'" 
Class 3 : .. God's Woman· Her Scr1ptural Role" (Women's Cla-:.s) 

2:10-3:00 P.M "Punishment for ldolatty ;:md False Worsh•p-6_1-7 2T 
3:10·4'00 P.M "Open Forum" 
4:00-7.00 P.M. /KTOM/SSIOII 
7:00-7:30 P.M. COIIUFQAT/0/MI SIIIQ/Htil 
7:30-8:30 P.M. , Sal Where They Sat .. 3:15" 

7VESDA Y. APRIL I, 19f7 

(Corfnne Elkins) 
(Gary Summers) 

(Phil Davis) 
(Terry Hightower) 

(Tommy Stacks) 
(David B. Jones) 

(Joseph D. Meador) 

(Eddie Whilten) 
(Fred House) 

(Jane McWhorter) 
(Kenneth Gossen) 

(Garland Elkins) 

(Harrell Davidson) 

9:00-9:50 A.M "Visions of Judgment Upon Jerusalem·.S 1·11:25" (Dub McClish) 
10:00-10 50 A.M "Restoration Movement" (Ad ron Doran) 
10.Q0.10:50A.M. "'There Sat the Women Weeping for Tammuz--8·14,15" (Women's Class) 

11:00·11:50 A.M "Signs and Messages-·12'14' 23" 
11·00-11·50 A.M Class1: 'The Lord Punishes Jerusalem--Lam 2 1·22"' 

Class 2: •Ezekiel as a Preacher'" 
Class 3: "'False Teachers, Then and Now--13'1-16" 
Class 4: "God's Holy Name and Attitudes Toward It·- 36:21" 

11:50-1:10 lU"'II 

(Carol Mangrum) 
(Michael Hatcher) 

(Clarence Lavender) 
(M. H. Tucker) 
(Glenn Colley) 

(Mark Mosher) 

1:10.2.00 P.M. "Judah Descrrbed in Parables .. 15·1-17:24" (Daniel Denham) 
1;10·2 00 P.M. Class 1: "Godly Sorrow Brings Hopo .. Lam. 3:1-66" (Jimmy Ferguson) 

Class 2: "They Hear Thy Words Bul Do Them Nol··33:31" (Dave Dugan) 
Class 3· .. God's Woman Her Tnumph in Adversity" (Women's Class) {Jane McWhorter) 

210·3 00 PM. "God's Righteous Judgments: Weeping OverJerusalem-18:1·1914" (Mack Lyon) 
P1/0SPECTIYE fTIIDENTI MIO IWPORTERIIFMINAR 

3:10·4:00 P.M. "Open Forum" 
4:00-7:00 P.M. f/fTOMISS/011 
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(Garland Elkins) 

Michael Hatcher 

7:00-7:30 PM COHtiiUPATIO/Ml SIHtii/IIQ 
7:30.8:30 P.M "Valley of Dry Bones" (Jerry Moffitt) 

WfliNES'DAY. A'RIL 2, 1997 
9 00-9 50 A M "Jehovah's Past Oeahngs and Future Retribubon-·20 1·21.32" (Noah Hackworth) 

10 00.10 50 AM ·oil'fculties Encountered by the Restorers WJth the Restoration Ptea.. {Ad ron Doran) 
10.00·10 50 AM 'Thou Oidst Trust in Thy Beauty .. 16:15" (Women's Class) (Helen Andrews) 
11·00.11 :SO A.M. "Sin, Spiritual Adultery. and Oesl ruction··22:1·24:27" (Bobby Liddell) 
11 00.11:50 AM Class 1· "Punishment Caused by Wrckedness .. Lam 4 1·22" (David McElwain) 

Class 2. "Chnst on David's Throne NCYI?--37.24-28" (Mark Bass) 
Class 3· 1 Sought for a Man-·22.30" (Robert R. Taylor, Jr.) 
Class 4: ''Things Necessary for God to Dwell in Man's Midst .. 43 9" (James Boyd) 

11 50·1:10P.M. LU"'H 
1.10.200 P.M "Prophecies Against !he Nations .. 25.1·28 26" 
110200 P.M Class 1: "Earnest Prayerto God .. Lam 5'1·22" 

Class 2: "God's House Has Law --43:12" 
Class 3: "God's W oman· Her Service to Others .. (Women's Class) 

210.:3 00 PM "ProphecieS Against Egypt-·291 ·32 32" 
3 1 0·4 00 P M "Open Forum .. 
4 00·7.00 P.M. fKTOMISS/011 
7.00·7:30 P.M CO/tQ.EfiATIO/Ml SIHtii/Htil 
7:30·8:30 P,M "I Have Made Thee a Watchman·-3·1 r' 

TMJRSDAY. A'RIL 3, lff7 

(H. A "Buster" Dobbs) 
(Kenneth Jones) 
(Bill lockwood) 

(Jane McWhorter) 
(Wayne Coats) 

(Garland Elkins) 

(Don McWhorter) 

9 00-9.50 AM "Ezekiefs Call Renewed; Israel to be Restored .. 33 1-35.15" (Mike Brandl) 
10 00·10:50 A.M "'Barton Warren Stone and the Cane Ridge Church" (Ad ron Doran) 
10 00-10.50 A M "The Role ot Women in Maintaining Morality and Spirituaht'( (Women's Class) 

11 00-11:50 A M. "'land Restored; Nation Resurrected as One-36:1-37;28" 
11 00·1 1'50 A.M Class 1: 1s II Nothing to You, All ye Thai Pass By?- Lam 

C lass 2: "Il ls Good to Bear !he Yoke in Youlh .. Lam. 3.27" 
Class 3 "God's All-Seeing Eyo .. 8·12" 

Class 4: 'Woe Unto !he Shepherds of lsraei .. J4·2" 
1 t 50 • 1·10 P.M l U"'H 
1·10. 2 00 P. M "Final Tnumph and Oehverance--38:1-39:29 .. 

(Irene Taylor) 
(Billy Bland) 

1:12" (Ira Y. Rice. Jr.) 
(Barry Grider) 
(Tim Nichols) 
(Eddie Smith) 

1·10. 2:00 P. M. Class 1: "God's Blessings Arc New Every Moming-·Lam 3.2" 
Class 2. 'They Have Comm•tted Lewdness and Shed Blood-22.6-rr 
CI<~S-5 3 "God's Women: Her SpintuaJity" (Vllomen's Class) 

(John West) 
(Paul Saln) 

(Robert Williams) 
(Jane McWhorter) 

(Roy J. Hearn) 2 10· 3 00 PM "Vision ollhe Future Temple Descnbed .. 40 1·43.12" 
3·10 • 4.00 P.M "Open Forum" 
4:00 • 7:00 P. M. IKTOMISIIOII 
7:00. 7:30PM COHtiiU~ATIOIML SIHtiiiHtil 

(Garland Elkins) 

7·30 ·8:30 PM "VISion of Future Worship and Future Land- 43:13-48:35" (Robert R. Taylor. Jr.) 
NOTE: AN AmNI>EII NURSFRY I HALL 8E ,ROYIOED FOR ALL LEC7VRES. THERE WILL 8E CLAII£1 
AKD ACT/YITIEI FOR ,RE-ICHOOL CHILDREN DAILY. AKD ALSO FOit THE ErEN/110 CLAms. 

WATfltllLECTII/CAL HOOI(II'I 'ROYIOED. 



Liberals Hate Christians 
By Mark K. Lewis 

Recently I was having a conversation, over the 
Internet, with an agnostic from Missouri. 
During our conversation, he accused reli

gious people of being "mean-spirited, hateful, judg
mental." I asked him, "If everybody in this country 
would faithfully follow the teachings of 1 estis, how 
many drug pushers would there be? How many cases 
of AIDS? How many battered wives? How many ille
gitimate children living in poverty?" He was honest 
enough to answer, None," to which I replied that 
such is the goal of the religious, though eternal salva
tion must be the ultimate aim. 

·The conversation was instructive in other ways 
and led me to ponder the question of why liberals 
hate religion. There is no doubt that the reasons vary 
among individuals, but it is important for us to real
ize that hatred of religion is inherent in the liberal 
philosophy simply because of what they view as the 
results of religion. 

Over 200 years ago, the French philosopher, 
Voltaire, wrote: 

Religion is the chief cause of all the sorrows of 
humanity. Everywhere it has only served to 
drive men to evil, and plunge them in brutal 
miseries ... it makes for history an immense tab
leau of human follies. 

An influential 19th century American, Benjamin 
Franklin Underwood, explained further: 

To many liberals, Christianity appears an un
mitigated evil; a superstition which although it 
had its origin in innocent ignorance and credu
lity, has been the greatest obstacle to human 
progress that mankind has had to encounter. 

The atheist Robert Ingersoll said that the church 
had, for 1,000 years, "extinguished the torch of 
progress in the blood of Christ." Unfortunately, he 
did not know the difference between pure New Tes
tament Christianity and the gross perversions and 
deviations of Catholicism and Protestantism. 

Liberals' obvious hatred of (their understanding 
of) Christianity in our country today proceeds from 
their belief that Christianity has been a hindrance to 
progress and has resulted in much evil. Rather than 
liberals reading the New Testaments and trying to 
comprehend what the religion of 1 esus Christ really 
is, they prefer to look back in history and recall cru
elties, immoralities, and butcheries done by those 

who really have no close connection to the truth and 
label that Christianity. 

This idea has had a tremendous effect in our 
country, indeed, it underlies the entire educational 
system. Dr. 1 ohn Dewey, who is known as the father 
of modern American education, was no friend of 
Christianity. Indeed, he was a very good liberal: 

The objection to supernaturalism is that it 
stands in the way of an effective realization of 
the sweep and depth of the implications of 
natural human relations. It stands in the way of 
using the means that are in our power to make 
radical changes in these relations. 

In other words, Christianity is a hindrance to lib
eral ideas of progressive social relations. It must be 
removed. This is a cardinal tenet of liberalism today, 
and it is clear why there is no desire among the left to 
promote the Christian faith, why they defend abor
tion, homosexuality, pre- and extramarital sex, and 
almost every other vile crudity that pervades our 
country: men must be "free," and Christianity is the 
greatest obstacle to that freedom and does all sorts 
of evil to prevent people from being "free" In the lib
eral mind, "freedom" equals "progress," so, Chris
tianity must be eliminated, or at least relegated to a 
non-influential role in society's affairs. 

3104 Oliver 
Bossier City, LA 71112 

(Editor's Note: We thank brother Lewis for his 
fine piece. Reading it made me realize why liberals in 
the schools among us are so dead-set against the 
church and so determined to change it. Still, "man is 
not wiser than God" - Dobbs.) If.-

Eighteenth 
Annual Lectureship 

"God's Plan and •• :' 
April16-20, 1997 

From 9:30a.m. through evening service. 
Lunch served. 

Phillips Street Church of Christ 
912 Phillips Street • Dyersburg, TN 38024 

For information • (901) 285-5666 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

When Shall I Teach My Children About God? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Jochebed, mother of Moses, knew the right an
swer to this question. She hid the babe Moses 
from wicked Pharaoh for three months (Ex. 

2:2) She then put him in an ark in the river where 
Pharaoh's daughter found him and took him to raise 
as her own child. Moses' sister, Miriam, brought 
Jochebed, Moses' mother, to care for the babe. She 
utilized the precious time she had to train him to rev
erence and obey God as is seen in his later life. It was 
because of the early teaching that he chose to leave 
the comforts of the palace (Heb. 11 :24-29). 

Hannah, also, knew the importance of teaching 
God's way in early childhood She prayed earnestly 
for a son promising to "give him unto the Lord all the 
days of his life" (1 Sam. 1:11). To accomplish this 
she, from the beginning, instilled in him a deep love 
for God. Hannah kept her vow and we see her devo
tion to God and to her child, Samuel, as he is brought 
to the temple, beginning his life as God's devoted ser
vant. Such devotion is not learned over night. It is 
instilled at a very young age. 

Timothy was taught the holy Scriptures as a child 
enabling him to be a loyal servant of Christ Jesus (2 
Tim. 3:15). The legacy of an unfeigned faith was 
passed from grandmother Lois to mother Eunice to 
young Timothy (2 Tim. 1:5). This gift was bestowed 
on Timothy in spite of a father who was an unbe
liever (Acts 16:1). The secret to success was teaching 
about God while the child was young, and living a 
proper example before him. 

Jesus knew how precious children are. Though 
pressed often with the duties of his mission on earth, 
he had time for the children. When the disciples 
wanted to send the parents and little children away, 
Jesus was displeased. He declared that they be per
mitted "to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of 
such is the kingdom of God" (Mark 10:14). 

God has placed a sacred trust in the hands of par
ents. Can he say of us, as he did of Abraham, "I know 
him, that he will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep the way of 
the Lord, to do justice and judgment" (Gen. 18:19)? 
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The Lord's charge to physical 
Israel is appropriate for spiritual Is
rael. "And thou shalt teach them 
(commandments, statutes) dili
gently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, and when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest up" (Deut. 6:7). The 
wise man admonished, "Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, 
nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have 
no pleasure in them" (Eccles. 12:1). 

The worthy woman looked well "to the ways of 
her household" (Prov. 31 :27). Notice that ways is 
plural. Most parents are diligent to see that our chil
dren are well educated, healthy and adjusted socially. 
Yet we too often neglect that fourth, most important, 
aspect of development - "favor with God" (Luke 
2:52). Reading, writing and arithmetic are important 
but not nearly as important as correct religious train
mg. 

We now know that babies can know about God. 
Our cradle roll classes prove this beyond a shadow of 
doubt. We further know that a babe in the womb 
learns the comfort of mother's voice, and the sooth
ing sound of music. Why not introduce the comfort 
of God's name at this stage of life? 

At what age should a child be taught about God? 
At the earliest possible age. There is no way to begin 
too soon! 

Free copies 
of the 

Firm Foundation 
are availbale 

P. 0 . Box 464 
Ripley, 1N 36063 

~ 

for you to share with your friends. 

1-800-572-3619 



16th Annual 
Southwest Bible Lectures 

"The Churches of Christ Salute You" 
-Aprll13-16, 1997-

Sunday, April 13 
9:30 a.m .........••••••••........... In the Fulfillment of Prophecy .•..•••.••....•••.•.........•............. Perry' B. Cotham 

10:30 a.m ....••...................... In the Time and Place of Establishment .................................. Gary Colley 
Congregational Meal 

2:00 p.m . ........................... Area-wide Singing 

6:00 p.m ••••••••••••••...•.......... In the Foundation (Christ) ..................•.••.••.......••....... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
7:00p.m ............................ In the Purchase Price ...................................................... Joseph D. Meador 

Monday, April 14 
9:00a.m ............................ In the New Name ......................•••.•...•..•...................................... Tom Bright 

10:00 a.m ............................ In God's Plan of Government (Organization) ................................... Joe Cox: 
Ladies: Victory of the Living God ................................... Lottie Beth Hobbs 

11:00 a.m ..•......................... In the Right Creed, Discipline, Confession ............•.....•..•.... Eddie Whitten 
1:30 p.m ............................ In Upholding God's Word as All-sufficient .•.......•••..........•.. Glenn Ramsey 
2:30 p.m . ....•.................•.•.. Discussion Forum .........................................................•.•...•. Ramsey/Moffitt 
6:15p.m • ........................... Congregational singing 
7:00p.m ............................ In Undenominational Christianity ........................................ Jerry' Moffitt 
8:00 p.m. . ........••.•...........••. In Locating Salvation in Christ ........................................... Glenn Ramsey 

Tuesday April 15 
9:00 a.m ............................ In Proclaiming Christ's Reign .••...•......••••••••••.......•.......•.......... Dub McClish 

10:00 a.m .•••........................ In Proper Bible Versions and Translations ...................... RobertJolm.son 
Ladies: Winning Over Trials .......................................... Lottie Beth Hobbs 

11:00 a.m .•.•........................ In Acceptable Prayer ...................................•..•••.........•.........•...... B. J. Clarke 
1:30 p.m. • .......................... In Rejecting Calvinism ..•..•.......................................•..••....••••.•.• Kerr)' Duke 
2:30 p.m. . .....•.................... Discussion Forum ......................•.•••••••••.•.•...•.......•................ Wiggins/Clarke 
4:00 p.m . ..........•••.............. SWSBS Alumni and Supporters Dinner 

6:15 p.m . ........................... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m •••.•••.......•.•........... In Rejecting "Faith and Grace Only" Doctrines ......•.•..... Stephen Wiggins 
8:00 p.m .•••.•.•.................... In Teaching the Proper Change of Heart ...............................•.. Joe Gilmore 

Wednesday, April 16 
9:00 a.m ......................•..... In Teaching for Salvation (Plan) ..............................................• Carl Garner 

10:00 a.m. . .......................... In Rejecting "Change Agents" ...............••..••.......•............... Russell Haffner 
11:00 a.m ............................ In Preaching Baptism Is Essential .............................................. Ron Cosby 

1:30 p.m ............................ In Partaking of the Lord's Supper ............................................. Mark Miller 
2:30 p.m. . ...........•.•.......••••. Discussion Forum .......................................................•.......•• Elkins/Gllmore 
6:15 p.m . ........................... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m ............................ In Your Plans for Heaven ..............................••.•.......••••....•.•• Garland Elkins 
8:00 p.m ............................ In Your Desire to Miss Hell ..................................................•.. Dub McClish 

RV hookups available • Audio I video tapes available • Lectureship books available 
Brotherhood displays (on prior approval) 

-Gary Colley, Director-

Southwest Church of Christ 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282·2486 • swsbs@aol.com 
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Potpourri ••. 
I t is so nice to open the mail and read messages 

like this: "Inasmuch as I am a subscriber to the 
Firm Foundation and find same to be excellent 

would you please put my friends on your subscrip
tion list (names given)? Enclosed is a check to cover 
the expense ... I appreciate the editor and men who 
are keeping us informed on what is happening in the 
church today. It grieves me to hear of these things but 
I do want to be informed ... What a pleasure to read 
and study the Firm Foundation ... I read the paper 
and then pass it on to a gentleman at church. It's the 
only way we know what is going on. We certainly 
don't get it from the pulpit ... Thank you for all your 
efforts in standing firm for the truth, which is the 
only foundation worth building our lives upon ... we 
enjoy ~:eading the Firm Foundation ... we enjoy im-

Gospel Meeting 
You are invited to come hear the gospel mes
sage of Jesus Christ proclaimed in its purity 
and simplicity as we go back to the Bible. 

Theme 
-Salvation- How Can I Possess lt?

audio and video tapes available 

Special Guest Speaker 
-David Baker

Emory, Texas 

-March 30-April 2, 1997-

Sunday, March 30 
9:00a.m. and 6:00p.m. 

Monday-VVednesday 
7:30p.m. 

presented by 

Church of Christ 
meeting at 

1380 Fish Hatchery Rd. • Huntsville, Texas 77340 
(409) 438-8202 
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mensely the articles by sister Taylor. More power to 
you and all the writers." We aim to keep on keeping 
on. For the first several years the paper was pub
lished the masthead carried the Bible verse: 
"Through thy precepts I get understanding: There
fore I hate every false way" (Psa. 119:104). That 
continues to be our sentiment. The verse now being 
used is: "The firm foundation of God standeth hav
ing this seal, the Lord lo].oweth them that are his" (2 
Tim. 2:19). The Lord knows his own because they 
hear his voice and follow him. We pledge to every 
reader and supporter that our commitment to ever
lasting truth shall neither fail nor fade. Our feet are 
firmly planted on God's inerrant Word and from that 
platform we shall never retreat. 

You can help. We need more readers (our appe
tite for readers is never satisfied). Send the paper to 
a friend. Put the paper in your will or living trust, as 
many have done (if you need more information on 
thi~, let us know), or send a contribution to help us 
publish good, sound literature. We have a number of 
books in mind, but cannot print them now for lack of 
funds. If you need more information, or need to 
know how to make a tax deductible contribution, 
contact the editor. 

liP - Della Brewer 
flRoelf L. Ruffner of Chillicothe, Texas, writes, 

"You might mention that sister Delta Brewer of Lub
bock passed away September 3. He husband, Gor
don Brewer, is a sound preacher of the gospel at the 
Southside congregation in Lubbock. Delta was a 
wonderful Christian woman who fought a long, cou
rageous battle with cancer. She was an inspiration to 
all who knew her. But through Jesus Christ she won 
the most important battle of all." 

Grammar 
OMy grammar, 'tis of thee, 
Sweet incongruity, 
Of thee I sing. 
I love each mood and tense, 
Each freak of accidence, 
Protect me from common sense, 
Grammar, my King! 

(Isaac Goldburg) 



laullmer 
OFaulkner University, Montgomery, Ala., an

nounces its annual lectureship March 9-12. Featured 
speakers are V.P. Black, Tom Holland, Jesse Long, 
and Hardeman Nichols. 

jpplicafioa 
01 am applying for a job as youth minister. 
Qualifications: Age 65; 45 years preaching expe

rience in congregations from 6 to 600; raised 3 chil
dren; active and overweight. 

How I work: Require attendance to all Bible 
Study and Worship periods, and daily Bible reading. 
Get-togethers in which youth are expected to memo
rize, quote scripture and comment on meaning. Also 
get-togethers for maintenance on building (cleaning, 
painting, window washing, vacuuming, or anything 
that needs to be done). Additional work, helping the 
elderly and infirm with housework, yard-work and 
errands. Require parents to participate in at least 
half of work sessions and half of social sessions, as 
chaperons. 

Expectations: Short term: rebelling and grum
bling from teens, parents and elders. Long range: 
youth disciplined, courteous, respectful, hard work
ing and with good knowledge of God's Word. 

If interested contact Ed Smithson (who speaks 
tongue-in-cheek). 

Midland 
OElmer Ratliff of Midland, TX wrote, "Do we 

still believe in the resurrection of Jesus, salvation 
and damnation? I love the church and am concerned 
about a lack of evangelism. We are not hearing from 
our pulpits about Jesus and the cross, the plan of sal
vation, Christian living, and the work and worship of 
the church. We are hearing sermons on every subject 
in the world except the gospel of Christ. We must 
preach the conditions of redemption on Sunday 
morning, when we have the most visitors. During the 
period '41 through '61 preachers weren't quite so 
eloquent; they just preached the gospel and the 
church grew by 58 0 percent, according to the Year 
Book of American Churches." 

rralfltloa 
Oln Lincoln, Nebraska, a man is on trial for forc

ing his 13 and 14 year-old daughters to marry men 
twice their age. He is charged with sexual abuse, his 
wife with contributing to the delinquency of a minor, 
and the two "bridegrooms" with rape. All face heavy 
prison sentences, and all are reportedly astonished at 

the charges. For they are Iraqi Muslims conforming 
to their traditional custom of early and arranged 
marriages. The New York Times reports that this is 
merely one of a rash of cases where 
"multiculturalism" clashes with legal and constitu
tional rights (National Review, Dec. 13, p. 16). 

Wingo 
OAdron Doran and J.E. Choate came from 

Wmgo, AL. Brother Choate wrote: "In my little town 
of Wingo, where Adron was principal and I taught 
under him, there is a street named after him, and the 
street leading off his street is named after the Choate 
family." More important is the fact that the names of 
these two men are written in heaven. 

Testimonial 
OA young man was converted from denomina

tionalism. He understood the restoration principle 
and believed in the concept devoutly. He had found 
the truth and the shackles of human-creeds had been 
struck off. He understood the exclusiveness and 
separateness of the church. Upon graduation from 
high school, he decided to go to Abilene Christian 
University to further his education and be strength
ened in his faith. 

Upon arriving at the "holy hill," he was shocked. 
He was not prepared for what he would see and hear. 
He said, "I figured the Christian atmosphere would 
be better than a state school. I honestly could not 
believe what was endorsed and taught. Almost every
one in my dorm believed that baptism was an out
ward show of an inward grace and that it was op
tional. Most of them did not know what Acts 2:38 or 
Mark 16: 16 say. Most believed there is nothing 
wrong with instrumental music in worship. When 
these subjects were discussed, most would say, 'Why 
are we arguing about this. The main thing is we all 
believe in Jesus. We should fellowship each other.' It 
was frustrating. At a Tuesday night devotional some 
said, 'We shouldn't be so quick to judge the charis
matic movement. One student said there is nothing 
wrong with not getting baptized, instrumental music 
in worship, holy spirit baptism today, and women 
preachers." 

This freshman also said, "I picked up a copy of 
the Optimist [ACU's student newspaper, published 
under the auspice of the Department of Journalism] 
and saw the headline, Sunday Night Communion, a 
Time for Fellowship. The 'communion' is at the Uni
versity church. The lights are dim, and tables in the 
aisles are lighted with candles. On the tables are 
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unleavened bread and grape juice and a person is 
supposed to take communion whenever he feels like 
it. The whole time people are singing. Do you know 
how hard it is to focus on the Lord's suffering and 
sacrifice while the congregation is singing? People 
are sitting in the aisles and against the wall talking." 
In the Optimist article several were interviewed 
about what the communion service means to them 
and not one of them "said anything about remember
ing the Lord and his suffering." 

That is sad for this young convert. In utter frus
tration, he elected to drop out of ACU . He will enter 
a state school and seek his education among atheists 
because professing Christians are so unbelieving. 

Parents beware! 

Catholics 
OEarl Davis of Arlington Hts., Illinois sent a 

thick bundle of Chicago Tribune newspapers report
ing on the Catholic church. The articles tell us the 
Catholics are torn apart by liberalism. One headline 
says, "the Roman Catholic Church confronts inter
nal dissent and a .shortage of priests while buffeted 
by an erosion in ethical values ... " Another article 
says, "A bishop of the Universal Church of the King
dom of God beat up a life-size statue of the Virgin 
Mary on a television program in Brazil, exhorting the 
statue to defend herself and calling her a false idol." 
Still another headline says, "Parishes Struggle to 
Gain Converts." We are also told, "Opinion polls in 
several European nations show a sharp decline in the 
pope's approval rating." A Dec. 13 article says, "The 
[Catholic] Church has opened many doors to Catho
lic women, with the exception of ordination. But 
even a liberal such as retired archbishop John Quinn 
says that will never happen." Two days later a head
line declared, "With its belief in traditions but with a 
commitment to change and innovation, the Chicago 
archdiocese is a microcosm of and a leader in world 
Catholicism." On Dec. 19 the paper reports, "Years 
ago, they would have been called heretics. Now, un
happy laity leave or seek internal church reforms. 
Absolute traditions challenged by democratic spirit. 
Bill Kenneally, pastor of St. Gertrude's Catholic 
Church says, "The priest pastor now is kind of a guy 
who's on a ship trying to find its course- and it's 
leaking quite a bit." 

This probably gives the Catholics too much 
space, but it is interesting to note that they, too, are 
having problems with liberalism. It is more consis
tent for a Catholic, who has never believed in the 
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absolute authority of the Bible in religion, than it is 
for those who claim to respect the Bible, to turn to 
religious liberalism. Of course liberals reject the 
Bible as authoritative and deny it is a pattern for wor
ship and life - that is what makes them liberals. All 
modern religious groups struggle with the inroads of 
liberal thought - it is the nature of things. We must 
not be discouraged but all the more determined to be 
loyal servants of Jesus, who was himself attacked and 
condemned by those who were deaf, blind and un
heeding to divine guidance. "Seeing, they see not; 
hearing, they hear not." If any man hath an ear, let 
him hear." 
Pot 

OThere is a very fine article, But It's Only Pot, 
in the Reader's Digest Gan. 1997) about Heather 
Brooks, a high school student who was drawn into 
what she thought was an innocent practice of smok
ing pot. The drug subtly robbed her of incentive and 
she descended into the underworld of mindless drift
ing. Her grades fell from excellent to failing, she be
came deceitful and dishonest, her only interest was 
the next marijuana cigarette. One sad night she was 
involved in a terrible auto crash, hospitalized with 
painful and lifelong injuries, and embarrassed by 
having to openly admit her shameful conduct. She 
survived, has quit pot and its related activities and is 
rebuilding her life. The article shows clearly the 
looming danger of fooling with pot. 

Florida School 
of Preaching 
1807 South Florida Avenue 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 
(813) 683-4043 

f Strong Bible Emphasis 
f Two-Year Program 
f 100SemesterHours 
f No Tuition 
f Scholarships Available 
f Qualified Faculty 
f Approved forV.A.'Beneflts 
f Call or Write 

jackie M. Stearsman, Director 

Training Preachers Since 1969 



The article says that from 1994 to the present 
there has been a 25 percent increase of marijuana 
use among youths ages 12-17. It also says, "Studies 
show that there are developmental stages in drug 
use, ~ough one drug doesn't inevitably lead to the 
next stage of abuse. A marijuana user most likely 
started with alcohol and cigarettes. Researchers say 
few people experiment with other illicit drugs with-·· 
out having tried marijuana first. A 1994 analysis 
showed that adults who used pot as children are 17 
times more likely to become regular cocaine users." 

The article concludes with the statement: 
"Heather Brooks will always bear scars from her 
dance with the devil. She still has back pain from the 
accident, and occasionally she sees after-images trail
ing behind moving objects, a legacy of her drug use. 
But her hopes are as big as they ever were. In 1995 
she entered college, where she maintains high 
grades. 'It was a close call,' she says today, 'I almost 
let my dreams go up in a cloud of sweet-smelling 
smoke.'" 

Thousands of heartbroken parents know that it 
does not always turn out so well and have been com
pelled to burr. the remains of their own flesh and 
blood because the young ones put their fingers in the 
cracks where serpents dwell. Let us have the good 
se~se to warn our youth. Pot smoking is witchcraft. 
Witchcraft is a work of the flesh. They who practice 
such things shall not inherit the everlasting kingdom 
of God. 

laaowsiy 
OBill Banowsky, who now repudiates the resto

ration of pristine Christianity, rejects baptism unto 
the remission of sins, and is in full fellowship with 
denominations has been named "Alumnus of the 
Year" by David Lipscomb University in Nashville 
(Lipscomb News, Vol. 19, No.2, Oct. 1996). 

lllllle Sharp 
OOn October 20, 1996 Eddie Sharp, preacher 

for the University Church in Abilene, Texas (the con
gregation where the come-and-go Lord's Supper is 
served on Sunday nights) preached a sermon advo
cating the elevation of women to positions of leader
ship in the worship and work of the church. 

In his sermon he spoke of "the maleness and fe
maleness of God." One listener observed, "This is a 
current theme of far-out liberal theologians and is 
totally absurd. God is not a sexual being." 

The observer-critic also said, "Eddie makes an 
emotionally appealing argument to make it appear 

that we do not love our wives unless we, as men, re
linquish our God-given role of leadership." 

Sharp claims in his sermon that the husband be
ing the head of the wife is a church tradition. He may 
be right about that, seeing that Paul said: "Now I 
praise you that ye remember me in all things, and 
hold fast the traditions, even as I delivered them to 
you. But I would have you know, that the head of ev
ery man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the 
man; and the head of Christ is God" (1 Cor. 11:2-3). 

Eddie Sharp argues that the silence enjoined on 
women in 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 has only to do 
with "inappropriate speech." It does not, according 
to him, apply to women in worship generally be
cause, Sharp thinks, that would keep women from 
singing, which is speaking and teaching. If he right 
about that, the door is open for women preachers. 
Women elders are not far behind. The domination of 
men by women is the next step and that flies in the 
face of Bible teaching about the right relationship 
between men and women. 

The Bible does not depreciate women but honors 
them. The Christian wife is to hold herself in an atti
tude of respectful submission to her husband (Eph. 
5:22-24). This does not degrade the wife but it does 
uphold the husband's position of leadership in ;the 
family. Paul was talking about the preaching (proph
esying) portion of the worship assembly in 1 Corin
thians 14:34-35, and during the public teaching part 
of the worship the women are "to keep silence." 
That is absolute silence. They are to say nothing. The 
principle forbids women preachers, but does not 
preclude women from singing, which is a different 
segment of worship. 

To justify his idea of women leading in worship, 
Eddie Sharp must make 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 and 
1 Timothy 2: 11-14 toothless, which thing he blithely 
proceeds to do. He aligns himself with those who 
deny the pattern-authority of the Bible. 

Thomas F. Roeser, in his Chicago Tribune column 
(Nov. 4, 1996) wrote: "Since the 15th century most 
believers have thought the Bible God-inspired. But 
there have always been relativists torturing them
selves and others over what God could have or 
should have meant .... Why give so much attention to 
relativists when the burden of biblical scholarship 
points the other way? Two reasons. First, the Bible 
claims to give objective truth, and embarrassment to 
many moderns. •.• Second, when left untampered 
with by relativists, the book has stunning power to 
dispel confusion and ambiguity- the only book that 
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reads you while you read it" (Once again, our thanks 
to Earl Davis for sending the Roeser piece.) 

A Grim leaper 
OSara Pearsaul (Chicago Tribune, Dec. 6, 1996) 

wrote: "What worries me is that suicide is becoming 
somehow acceptable through the ghoulish crusade of 
Jack Kevorkian. Even the terminology of the tech
nique he advocates, 'assisted suicide,' implies some
thing positive, and the media reports that he 'helps' 
people die. Were the words more weighted with the 
value of life, a 'physician-assisted suicide' might be 
better described as a serial killing." 

Mere lid God Come From? 
OCarroll P. Bennett of Camden, Ark., sent a clip

ping from the Arkansas Democrat Gazette (Nov. 26, 
1996) in which Catholic Cardinal John O'Connor 
said "Adam and Eve may have been some other form 
than human." O'Connor then explained, "Perhaps 
the spirit of God that breathed forth life into the 
Earth ... was a lower animal." 

lrldcbafs 
$Prosecutors and police in Woburn, Massachu

setts, are investigating the Anchor Baptist Church. 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

"Training Men to Preach Since 197Bn 

One of the Most Comprehensive Bible Programs 
Available • Emphasizing the Verse-by-Verse 
Method of Bible Study • 72 Bible Courses Are Now 
Required for Graduation • Hebrew and Greek Lan
guage Study • Two Years of Course Work In Ex-

. pository Preaching • Two Years of Bible Research 
and Writing • Courses in Christian Doctrine • Two 
Courses in Debate Instruction • Course Work in 
Television Evangelism • Classes for Student Wives 

•New One-Year Graduate Program• 

For a free new catalog please contact: 
.Joseph D. Meador. Director 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin. Texas 787 48 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 • swsbs@aol.com 
A warm welcome awaits Incoming students/ 
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The church allegedly lured kids from a nearby hous
ing project with promises of pizza and basketball 
games. But the children were instead preached to 
and given full-body baptisms. The church reportedly 
never even gave them any pizza. The children's par
ents are quite upset (Reason, Jan. 1997). 

For Baclcers 
Olf you can access the internet, you may want to 

take a look at http://www.bible-infonet.org/, an ex
cellent Home Page. It is evangelistic in nature and, 
though only on the internet for a short time, has en
joyed having 2,638 visitors with 20,188 HTML files 
transferred. There are 11.4 requests per hour (that 
figures to almost 100,000 requests for Bible informa
tion each year). Bible teaching is being distributed 
from the internet at a rapid and growing rate. Special 
thanks to Howard Burnette who serves as 
Webmaster for this important page, and does so 
without pay and for the love of truth. Thank you, 
Howard. The Firm Foundation, World Video Bible 
School, Memphis School of Preaching, and Southwest 
School of Bible Studies have a presence on Bible
Infonet. 

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

ENG YING 
HEAVENLY TRUTH-S 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 

4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 

Phone 1) 895-8437 



Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: 
Brother Meador, there is much confusion today in 

the church regarding the issue of fellowship. In our 
state of Kansas the church has lost its distinctiveness 
in many communities as open fellowship is practiced 
with the denominational churches. Please discuss fel
lowship as a New Testament doctrine. 
Answer: 

The Bible plainly teaches that the individual who 
is desirous of interpreting or knowing the will of God 
may do so Gohn 7:17; 2 Tim. 2:15). Jesus declared, 
"Ye shall know the truth" Gohn 8:32); he also told us 
that his Father's Word is truth G ohn 17: 17). In so 
doing, Jesus routed the skeptics of today "who would 
have us to accept the view that we can only 'seek' the 
truth; that we cannot, in fact, ever find it." There
fore, when we discuss the all-important area of 
Christian fellowship, we are dealing with the inter
pretation of factual, verifiable, and objective truth 
which is found only in the Word of God. 

So the student might understand the will of God, 
the biblical text has been written by the Holy Spirit 
in propositional language, i.e., language which is 
written in a style so as to leave no doubt regarding 
the meaning or intent of God (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). This 
fact is established by the testimony of the Scripture 
in such passages as John 8:31-32; 1 Corinthians 
2:13; Galatians 1:6-12; and 1 Thessalonians 5:21. 

We observe that in the Bible: Every precisely 
stated proposition is either true or false .... Truth is 
objective and absolute -not subjective and relative. If 
the proposition, "Jesus Christ died for our sins," is 
true, then that proposition is true for everyone, no 
matter what his attitude toward it might be. When 
Peter declared on the day of Pentecost that God had 
raised Jesus from the dead, this proposition was true 
in spite of the fact that some rejected it. The Bible 
taught just what it now teaches centuries before any 
man now living was born. Our being born and grow
ing up to have attitudes and beliefs toward the Bible 
does not change what it teaches. Its truth is objective 
and absolute. 

In giving a more detailed definition of a proposi
tion, it has been noted that: A proposition may be 
categorical in that it asserts that something either is 
or is not the case, without stating any sort of condi
tions (cf. Rom. 8:8). Or, a proposition may be hypo
thetical in that it may state that if one thing is the 
case, then another thing will be the case (cf. Matt. 
6:33). Or, a proposition may be disjunctive in that it 
may state that either one thing is the case or another 
thing is the case (cf. Matt. 7:13,14). A proposition 
may be conjunctive in that it may state that both of 
two propositions (or more) are true (cf. Matt. 
22:37-40). 

Finally, we now present in systematic order, vari
ous scriptural propositions relating to the specific 
lines of fellowship which have been drawn by God 
and which he intends to be known, understood, and 
respected by every disciple. 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that 
Jesus Christ has all authority; and this authority is 
contained in His Word; and His Word (the New Tes
tament Scripture) is the approved standard of judg
ment for every human action; and Christ's all au
thoritative Word was given to the apostles; and this 
all authoritative Word given to the apostles and writ
ten for us today in the New Testament is all suffi
cient. (Matt. 7:28-29; 17:1-5; 28:18; Acts 3:22-23; 
Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18; Heb. 1:1-2; John 12:48-50; 
John 14:25-26; 16:12-13; 17:8, 14, 18; Mark 13:11; 
Rev. 20:12; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3). 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that fel
lowship between individual baptized believers is con
tingent upon each one first being in fellowship with 
God (1 John 1:5-10). 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that a 
specific line of fellowship exists to ensure the consis
tent purity of the body of Christ (Acts 5 :1-11; Rom. 
12:1-2; 1 Cor. 5:1-5; 2 Cor. 6:14-18, 7:1; Gal. 
5:19-21; Eph. 5:11-14, 22-33; Heb. 10:29; 2 Pet. 
1:10; 2:4, 20-21; 3:17; Rev. 7:9-14). 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that di
vine fellowship cannot exist between righteousness 
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and sin; between spiritual light and carnal darkness; 
between Christ and Satan; between believers and un
believers (2 Cor. 6:14-18; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; 2 John 9-
11). 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that sin
ful conduct on the part of the Christian obstructs fel
lowship with God and thus all faithful believers 
(Rom. 5:6-11; 8:1-9; 1 John 1:6). 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that the 
definite line of fellowship which exists now is recog
nized and shall be validated by Jesus Christ on the 
day of judgment (Matt. 7:21-23, 13:41, 25:31-34, 
41;John 12:48-50; Rev. 20:11-15). 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that fel
lowship is predicated on an obedient lifestyle toward 
the gospel (Matt. 7:21-27). 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that we 
are in fellowship with God only as we live faithfully 
according to his Word (doctrine) Qohn 14:15, 23, 
17:6-19, 17:23; 2 Thess. 2:15; 1 John 2:24; 2 John 
9-11.) 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that a 
faithful child of God is not, and cannot be, in spiri
tual fellowship with those (a single individual or an 

"'Old Time" Family Reunion 
March 29-30 

Siwell Road Church of Christ 
4075 Siwetl Rd. • Jackson, MS 39212 • (601) 372·2551 

Begins Saturday night, 4:30 p.m., 
with supper and a gathering of friends • Meal provided 

-Speakers-
Ray Paseuw; Magnolia Bible College 

Gary· Kirkendall, Magnolia Bible College 
Continuing on Sunday 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 
Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

-Speaker-
Will Ed Warren, Harding University 

Potluck Luncheon, Fellowship Hall 
Immediately following lunch, our reunion 

will conclude with afternoon worship 

-Speaker-
Andy Millew; Evangelist 
all former members and friends 
of Belvedere and Siwell Road 

invited. 
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entire congregation) who teach, defend, and pro
mote doctrinal error and/or division (1 Cor. 1:10; 
Eph. 5:1-11; 2 Thess. 3:6-15; Titus 3:10; 1 John 
1:8-10; 2John 9-11). 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that a 
Christian must mark (take note of and avoid) those 
who teach, defend, and promote false doctrine and/ 
or division (Rom. 16:17; Titus 3:10; 2John 9-11). 

•The New Testament Scripture teaches that 
Godly repentance and prayer restores fellowship 
with God and thus all faithful believers (Matt. 3: 8; 
21:28-29; John 9:31; Acts 8:20-24, 17:30-31; Rom. 
2:4; 2 Cor. 7:10; Heb. 10:26-27;1 John 1:8-10; 
5: 16-17). 8900 Manchaca Road 

Austin, TX 78747 
E-mail: swsbs@aol.com 

c:.sB'O 

(joseph D. Meador is director of the Southwest 
School of Bible Studies in Austin, Texas. He is quali
fied to teach men to be all-season preachers of the un
varnished Word of God. The school is housed in the 
building of the Southwest Church of Christ where 
Gary Colley is the capable preacher and mentor of 
brother Meador. The elders of the church are godly 
men committed to the old paths. Thank God!) 1}: 

Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ. 

Subscribe to 
The Caring and Sharing Newsletter 

for news about the health of other members. Sub
scribers help each other pay their medical bills. 
lfs very economical! Note: This Is not an Insur
ance company. 

As a subscriber. other newsletter subscribers will 
help you pay your medical bills. and you can do 
the same for them. Your gift is sent directly by 
you. not CSN. to the subscriber who has had a 
medical emergency. ' 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing NewsleHer 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-BOQ-2888-2044 
The plan has been in effect and working for going 
on 4 years. 1400 individuals are already partici
pating and loving it. Let us hear from you todayl 

The CSN Is NOT an insurance company. 



Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per 
year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 ..... 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4~~1; •• 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. ('n mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arca~!a: ~~ 34265 
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 
10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecant~ ;;e; .:_ Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 795-6178. 

Gainesville- 39th. A.;; Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) • • • • • 
373-5583 Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 

-Alabama-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumely Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local conta~ .C~1.0) 278-9592. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210 .F'!'! .~on Altadena Dr. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

ceatral 

Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 
665-8060. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., ~~~ •• ~:30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

Orlando-Winter Park:_: sC:uth Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, To~y. !!ll}ams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles ~e!~ '!f.Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main• St~ Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 ~-~; P;1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho-

- Louisiana -
Morgan City- 8th and Clothelde Street Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1756, 70380. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (504) 384-5383. 
Cornelius C. Abbott Ill, preacher. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 
Virginia -Virginia ·ch~;ch of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., '!e~~? p.m. (417) 334 3866. 
Farmington-Sunny View Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Hartley Simmons, minister. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundatitm Lectureship. 
Dayton - Overlook • Chu;ch of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 
Fairborn, near Dayt~.; ·~d Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. HonN of OldahonuJ 
City School o(Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050or Cauaca OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., We4. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 739-0705. 
Home of Northwest Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher. Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 

-Colorado-
_ Indiana _ 10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 

preacher. 
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m •• 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 787-5814. 



-Oregon
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOt McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38551, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill, ?'!~i~t~r. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. ..... 
Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Plcway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., 
between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles 
north of Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, 
evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, 
643-1021, 643-9404. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 
Baytown- Cedar B;y~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
Denton - Pearl Str~;t ·Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
Houston - Fleetwo~d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 
Hurst- Northeast Ch~;ch ·of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
Livingston - 1101 W. ·ch.urch St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
Lubbock - Southsid; Ch~rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. 
Redwater- Church ·of Ch;ist. Box 229, 15513, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Mille~,.e!~.ge1ist. 
Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 71!·1!'; ~rl Hecker, preacher. 
Roanoke-Church of Christ, Rusk &Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Se~i~~s !O. English and Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio - North~r~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. DarreU 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

Schertz- Church of Chrls~ 501 Scbettz Plcwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg. 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382·!~3?: • 
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) . .... 
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (804) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. ..... 
Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mile S.l-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) ~3.8;~4~6. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

Firm Foundation 
Bible Correspondence Course 

Sixteen Bible lessons written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

1. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 9. First Christian Converts 
2. The Old Testament and the New 10. How the Church Grew 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 11. The Conversion of Saul 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoration of the Jews 12. The First Gentile Converts 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 13. Justification by Faith 
6. The Life of Christ 14. By Grace Are You Saved 
7. The Two Covenants 15. Religious Authority 
8. The Establishment of the Church 16. The Great Restoration 

Price: 15 cents each-$2.40 per set-plus shipping 
Answer sheets Included free upon request. 
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For Sale 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Two Covenants 
(1996 Lectureship) $14.00. The Major Prophets 
(1995) $14.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) 
$10.00. The Providence of God (1989) $13.00. 
Order from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671 • (601) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping 8c handling on single 
book orden. Multiple orden sent and billed. 

Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Founda
tion, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads 
must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be 
canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 
38340. We also buy religious books and libraries. 

Preachers Wanted Russia, please contact Ken Newlin at (205) 882-
2979 or via. E-mail at knewlin697@aol.com. 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for Retired conservative preacher needed for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of congregation of approx. 25. Call or write: Ed 
Christ, 11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or Spomer, P.O. Box 5665, Cheyenne WY 82003. 
phone (303) 841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. (307) 634-3027 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hellf (1994)- $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Minister wanted: Small country congregation of 
approximately 35-40 members, seeking a sound, 
conservative, retired minister. Must have partial 
support. Contact William L Hettick (601) 289-
7536 after 6:00 p.m. or weekends, for the Nile 
Church of Christ, RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, 
Mississippi 29051. 

Minister wanted for established congregation of 
appr. 200. The Carlisle Church of Christ in 
Carlisle, PA is seeking a full-time 2nd man to 
work with present minister in preaching and 
teaching. Must be biblically and fundamentally 
sound in the scriptures. Must also be evangelistic 
minded with a strong desire for church growth. 
Position tentatively available in January 1998. 
Please send r&um~ and videotape or audio tape 
of a recent sermon (video preferred) to David 
Jester, 2nd Man Selection Committee Chairman, 
1011 Harriet St., Carlisle, PA 17013. 

Minister needed: Congregation of 80 in SE Texas 
Panhandle. Established church; all ages; town of 
1750. Comp. inc. salary and 3-BR bouse. Send 
r&um~ to Church of Christ, Box 24 7, Paducah, 
TX 79248. CaJI Randall Ryan (days) (806) 492-
2009. (nights) (806) 492-2240. Fax (806) 492-
3698. Email byfcll@juno.com 

Seeking sound, conservative minister for a North 
Texas congregation. Attendance approximately 
100. Salary based on experience and education. 
Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1037, 
Pottsboro, TX 75076 

Sound, mature, conservative gospel preacher 
needed for congregation of 40. Self supporting 
and own a house. Send r~sum~ to Walnut St. 
Church of Christ, 102 South Walnut, Warren, 
AR 71671. The right man can move immediately. 
For more information call Bill Watson, (501) 
226-5986; James Callaway (501) 226-6206; 
Calvin Davis (501) 226-6547. 

The Mayfair Church of Christ in Huntsville, AL 
is seeking an experienced evangelist/preacher/ 
teacher to assist us in our efforts to encourage, 
strengthen, and mature the church in Biysk Siberia 
(Russia). Biysk is a city of 350,000 located in the 
Altai region of south central Siberia near the 
Mongolian border. The church was established 
in June of 1994. If you have the desire and are 
willing to consider spending at least on year in 

"Seek and Ye Shall Find" 
The best opportunity rve found in 50 years 

to earn money and enjoy my work. 
Perhaps you can also. Let's talk about it. 

Call free 1-8()()-708-6237. 

-----------------------------------------
Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 450 
members in South Georgia, very active in World 
Missions, and local church program seeks a man 
to work in a multiple role with our Family Life 
Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be a 
self-starter, and sound in the Faith. Salary 
negotiable. Send r~sum~, references, and video 
or audio tape to elders, Forrest Park Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 2331, Valdosta, Georgia 31604. 

Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send r~sum~ and 
video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and intro 
of family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 
Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667-
6708. 

Central California congregation in Bakenficld is 
seeking full-time minister who is committed to 
personal work and growth. Must be doctrinally 
sound and energetic; experience desired. 
Compensation negotiable. Congregation of 130 
has large, modern facility. Please send audio and 
video-taped sermons and personal references 
from churches to Elders, Oildale Church of Christ, 
2912 N. Chester, Bakersfield, CA 93308, or call 
Larry Mixon (805) 327-2054 8:00 am. to 5:00 
p.m. Pacific Standard Time. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher (60) married, retiring from secular work, 
june 1, 1997, desires to relocate in Michigan. 
Graduate of Memphis School of Preaching. For 
r~sum~: Donald Finney, 6095 N. County Line 
Rd., Alma, Ml 48801 (517) 463-8523. 

Sound gospel preacher with 30 years experience 
desires to relocate. Have B.S. degree in education 
and Master's in counseling. For r~sum~ with 
references pleases call (205) 597-2207. 

Reproducible Bible Class Books for Adults by 
Louis Rushmore: Cost of Discipleship, Spirit 
Summarized, Bible Geography, Church Divine, 
Our Restoration Heritage. $10 each or all five 
for $45. 4325 SE Dr., Steubenville, OH 43952-
3353. (614) 266-2669 or rushmorc@weir.net. 
Book: The Compelling Power of the Cross by John 
Hobbs. Designed for class study. $8.00 postage 
paid. 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606 
Study NT Greek by correspondence. Write Dr. 
John Hobbs, 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 
79606 

Miscellaneous 
Attention School of Preaching Graduates! Earn 
your bachelor's degree without leaving your 
present ministry. No tuition! J.J. Turner, Director, 
Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. 
Lamar St., Denver, CO 80227, (800) 766-4641 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching~ 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 
Student~ Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 
Preaching student in need of support. Will 
graduate from SW School of Bible Studies in 
Austin in 1997. Going to Tenn. Bible College in 
Cookeville. Am committed to preaching full time. 
Contact Mel Hutzler, Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, 8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, TX 78748 
(512) 282-2438. 
Missionary, Great Britain -Missionary family 
of 4 looking for support for work in the for· 
gotten Mission Field, following graduation 
from Bear Valley Bible Institute in June. 
Conducted survey mission in summer of 1996. 
The fields arc indeed white! Barry A. McDaniel, 
BVBID, 2707 S. Lamar, Denver, CO 80227. 
email 104727.3677@compuserve.com 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or 

refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a 
matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that in most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. 
In the event of maJor changes, the customer will be contacted for aooroval. Thank youl 
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Application of the Sermon - 3 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

Just as a traveler begins his journey with his in
tended destination in mind, so the preacher 
should begin his preparation with his intended 

application in mind. Application is not an after
thought added when preparation has been all but 
completed. If the preacher does not know the desti
nation to which he wishes to convey his hearers, how 
will he know which route to take? What will guide 
his choice of words? His selection of illustrations? 
His preference for supporting passages? How will he 
expect his hearers to answer the questions: "So 
what" ("Why should I listen?") and "Now what" 
("Having listened, what action should I take?")? 
Modern contempt of preaching is caused in part be
cause preaching often bears no meaningful relation
ship to the hearer's life. 

It is the application that moves the hearer to 
God, reveals the gospel's power and beauty, and pro
vides a reason to implement that gospel in daily liv
ing. It is the application that stirs the hearer because 
it addresses real concerns. It is the application that 
brings the hearer face to face with God's demands on 
his life and the implications of calling Christ Lord. It 
is in the application that that which is fi rst perceived 
as the preacher's voice is discerned as the voice of 
God calling upon the hearer to respond to God's 
claim. 

As important as application is, however, there 
are dangers associated with it which, if ignored, ei
ther detract from the gospel or lead to the proclama
tion of something other than the gospel. 

What are some of those dangers? First, confi
dences are betrayed for the sake of application. 
Preachers often provide private counseling to indi
viduals. Recognizing that more than one person may 
face the same struggle, the private revelation, poorly 
disguised, becomes a sermon illustration. The coun
seled hearer is embarrassed and betrayed; those who 
recognize the situation are discouraged from seeking 
needed help for their own difficulties. Application 
has led away from the gospel, not to it. 

Second, some assume that just talking about a 
problem will solve it. Application is not just talking 
about and defining a problem; it is bringing the 
power of the gospel and the gospel's solution to bear 
upon it and motivating the hearer to follow that solu
tion. 

Third, some substitute psychology for the gospel. 
Application drives biblical content out of the ser
mon. Application that is not based on the gospel and 
designed to lead to obedience to the gospel is no 
more than human-centered exhortation to do better 
in the power of the flesh. Preaching that does not 
bring man to the cross for pardon and to Christ for 
power is incomplete. 

Fourth, overemphasis on the issues of the time 
causes neglect of the timeless. Preoccupation with 
the questions that people are asking causes neglect of 
the questions people ought to be asking. Servants of 
fashion may cater to the wo rld's self-understanding. 
Servants of God cannot. 

Fifth, overemphasis on application causes neglect 
(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

On Being Agreeable 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I t is nice to be loved and admired. It is good 
and pleasant to get along with everybody 
and disagree with no one. Being non-judg

mental and open-minded is fun. To be so 
fuzzyheaded that everything is blurred and in
distinct can be Arcadian. Everyone wants to be 
happy and wants all others to be happy. Idealism 
appeals to all and is rejected by none. Jesus was 
an idealist, but he knew the heart of man and 
understood that many would reject the narrow path in favor of the 
broad way that leads to destruction. 

This longing for "peace perfect peace in this dark world be
low" leads some to compromise basic principles of right and 
wrong. It is tantalizing to envision a heaven on earth - a place 
were there is one big happy family and no briars or thistles to sting 
and irritate. Religious liberals dream of utopia and call it 
ecumenism. This imaginary ecstasy has rhe same appeal as com
munism and is just as impractical. 

The illusion continues and there are those who paint a pretty 
picture of peace and prosperity and then cannot tell the difference 
between the picture and the real world. Craving universal brother
hood blinds rhe eye of even the astute and renders them Machia
vellian.1 

Peace is normally a great good, and normally it coincides with 
righteousness, but it is righteousness and not peace which 
should bind the conscience of a nation as it should bind the 
conscience of an individual (Theodore Roosevelt, Sixth Annual 
Message to Congress, 4 Dec. 1906). 

We love everyone and want ro be loved by all, bur we must re
member that love is blind - nor stupid. Paul commands us to "be 
at peace with all men," but only to the extent that it lies within our 
power and is possible (Rom. 12:18). There are some people who 
will not let you be at peace with them; there are others who de
mand peace at the price of sacrificing righteousness. Religious har
mony is desirable bur nor always workable. 

Jesus prophesied rhar his words would sometime fall on hard, 
or thorny, or rocky hearts and produce no good and lasting result 
(Luke 8:11-14). Thank God that some seed falls on good hearts 

1 Mach-i-a·vel·lism (mak 'e-e-vePiz ' em) noun 
The political doctrine of Machiavelli, which denies the relevance of morality 
in political affairs and holds that craft and deceit are justified in pursuing and 
maintaining political power (American Heritage Dictionary)· 



and redounds to the glory of God and the benefit of mankind, but 
even then it does not produce alike - "some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty" (Matt. 13:8). It is ivory-towered to suppose 
that all receive the Word of God exactly alike. The bad reflection 
is not on God but on the human hearers. The fault is not with the 
Bible - its teaching is consistent because it is true - but the fault 
is in the heart of the receiver of God's message. 

The Son of God warned that his teaching would bring the ani
mosity of the world. Jesus said of the apostles, "I have given them 
thy word; and the world hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world" 0 ohn 17: 14). There is a con
nection between having the Word of God and being hated by the 
world; there is a correlation between truth and not being of the 
world, just as Jesus was not of the world (See also verse 8). The 
world hated Jesus because he testified that its works are evil Oohn 
7:7). His testimony (words or truth) did not bring applause and 
approval, but hostility and rejection. 

Jesus said to his apostles, "If the world hateth you, ye know 
that it hath hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, 
the world would love its own: but because ye are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you" 
ijohn 15: 18-19). 

Sanctification is by the truth of God's Word Oohn 17:17). 
Those who do not honor the Word with absolute obedience are 
not holy (sanctified) and therefore are not of God. Intermittent 
obedience is disobedience - at least part of the time. Those who 
do not obey the gospel shall suffer the punishment of "eternal de
struction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might" (2 Thess. 1:8-9). Faithful followers of God's Word cannot 
be in accord with "them that know not God, and obey not the gos
pel of our Lord Jesus." 

No amount of sincere yearning to be united with all men will 
change that basic truth. You cannot serve both God and mammon. 

Some will say, "It is possible for saved people to be in denomi
nations." Well, maybe, but finding out for sure is not hard. We are 
washed from our sins in the water of baptism {Acts 22:16). Bap
tism involves a burial {Col. 2: 12). Baptism is also a circumcision 
not made with hands, which has as its purpose making us alive to
gether with Christ, "having forgiven us all our trespasses" (Col. 
2:11-13). 

So, if you know someone in a denomination you hope has been 
born from above, just ask, "Were you immersed and raised to walk 
a new life?" If the answer is no, then the person is unwashed. If the 
answer is yes, then ask, "Was your burial and resurrection for the 
purpose of washing away your sins?" If the answer is no, the per
son is unsaved. 

Of course, some people in denominations do not know what 
they did nor why they did it. Upon learning what the Bible teaches 
about baptism, some will claim to have obeyed its precepts, when 
in fact they have not. It is a disservice to allow them to go to the 
final judgment unprepared because you did not press the point and 
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make them see their need. You are not a friend to the 
person who has not fully obeyed God if you have not 
"expounded unto him the way of God more accu
rately" (See Acts 18:26). 

No matter what your druthers are, it is a stub
born and 
undeniable fact that 99.9% of the people in modern 
denominational bodies are under the impression that 
baptism is because of the forgiveness of sin and do 
not understand that it is to obtain forgiveness. Such 
people cannot possibly be saved, nor are they chil
dren in the family of God. Many such folks think 
sprinkling is an acceptable substitute for baptism. 

It is disingenuous, given this premise, to excuse 
fellowship with the disobedient and rebellious on the 
grounds that in some remote and rare situation a per
son who has a denominational affiliation may have 
studied himself into an accurate knowledge of Bible 
baptism. The possibility exists, but it is scarce. One 
in a denomination who has learned about baptism, 
the church and salvation would be compelled to 
teach it to others and this would bring expulsion 
from his sectarian church. Many disciples who 

learned from the scriptures the plan of salvation and 
began to practice it have been driven from their reli
gious associations. The same result happens today. 

It is good to be good and it is pleasant to be pleas
ant. Still, if we are so devoted to being good and 
pleasant that we lose sight of the need to be right, we 
make our cause pitiable. I have no interest in alienat
ing and irritating those who say they love Christ and 
his cross, but neither can I make concessions to 
those who know but will not do the truth, or who do 
not know nor want to know the truth, or who will 
not accept truth when it is presented to them. 

In every age the prophets of God have been lone 
and singular men. Noah's family was sequestered. 
He was alone but he was right and the masses were 
evil. 

Abram was unique in Ur. He worshiped one, 
true, living God and all others were falling at the feet 
of Ur-Nammu, or groveling before one of the other 
idols of Mesopotamia. Abram was called and went 
out "not knowing whether he went." He was unique 
among the people of Ur, but was not tragic. 

Jeremiah is forlorn. He complains, "0 Jehovah, 
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-May 3-4,1997-

-Great Questions from the Bible-

Saturday. May 3 
9:00 a.m ••••••••• Who Shall Separate Us from the Love of Christ? (Rom. 8:35) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Bronson Ostlc 
9:50a.m •••••.••• If the Lord Be with Us, Why Then Is All This Befallen Us? (Judges 6:13) ............................... Wayland McClellan 

10:40 a.m ••••••••• If the Prophet Had Bid Thee Do Some Great Thing, 
Wouldest Thou Not Have Done It? (2 Kings 5:13) ••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.••••••••••••••••••••. Don Hatch 

11:30 a.m ••••••••• For What Is Your Life? (James 4:14) •••••••••••••.•.•••.••.•.••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• Skip Francis 
12:05 p.m • •••••••• Lunch served 

1:15 p.m ••••••••• Congregational singing 
1:35 p.m ••••••••• Who Is the Wise Man? (James 3:13) ...................................................................................................... Lynn Cooley 
2:25 p.m ••••••••• Unto What Is the Kingdom of God Uke? (Luke 13:18) •••••••.••••••••.••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••...•••••••••••••••••• Greg Weston 
3:15p.m ••••••••• What Have They Seen in Thy House? (2 Kings 20:15) ••••..••••••••.•••••••.••.••••••..••••••••••••••.•••••••••.•.•••••••••••• Randy Mabe 
4:05 p.m ••••••••• Has God Said? (Gen. 3:1) •••••••••••••••.•••••••..•..••••••.••..••••••.•••••••.•••..•••••••••••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• Ward Jones 

Sunday1 May 4 
9:00a.m ••••••••• How Shall We Know the Word Which the Lord Hath NOT Spoken? (Deut. 18:21) ........................... Perry Cotham 
9:50 a.m ••••••••• How Shall We Escape If We Neglect So Great Salvation? (Heb. 2:3) ............................................... Eddie Whitten 

10:40 a.m ••••••••• Lord, to Whom Shall We Go? (John 6:68) ••••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Charles Pledge 
12:00 p.m • •••••••• Lunch served 
1:15 p.m ••••••••• Congregational singing 
1 :35 p.m ••••••••• What Must I Do to Be Saved? (Acts 16:30) ••••••••••••..•.•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Bob Baine 
2:25 p.m ••••••••• Who Is the Lord That I Should Obey His Voice? (Ex. 5:20) ................................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
3:15 p.m ••••••••• What Manner of Person Ought Ye to Be? (2 Pet. 3:11) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Don Ruhl 
4:05 p.m ••••••••• Which of You by Taking One Thought Can Add One Cubit Unto His Stature? (Matt. 6:27) .••....••••••• Ron Thomas 
4:55p.m ••••••••• If Man Ole, Shall He Live Again? (Job 14:14) •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• Roger Barren 
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thou hast persuaded me, and I was persuaded; thou 
art stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I am become a 
laughing-stock all the day, every one mocketh me" 
Ger. 20:7). His fellow priests, his fellow citizens and, 
finally, his own family rejected and tried to kill him. 
He cries out: "And if I say, I will not make mention of 
him, nor speak any more in his name, then there is in 
my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my 
bones, and I am weary with forbearing, and I cannot 
contain" ijer 20:9). The great prophet was painfully 
aware of his sad plight. "For I have heard the defam
ing of many, terror on every side. Denounce, and we 
will denounce him, say all my familiar friends, they 
that watch for my fall; peradventure he will be per
suaded, and we shall prevail against him, and we shall 
take our revenge on him" Uer 20:10). The only way 
Jeremiah could face this terrible rejection was tore
alize that while he had no human companion or sym
pathizer, he did have an Almighty helper and 
sustainer. Out of his loneliness and despair he said, 
"But Jehovah is with me as a mighty one and a ter
rible: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and 
they shall not prevail; they shall be utterly put to 
shame, because they have not dealt wisely, even with 
an everlasting dishonor which shall never be forgot
ten" Uer 20: 11). 

The Bible is replete with noble characters who 
loved truth more than life and who taught righteous
ness in the face of persecution and death. Jeremiah in 
a slime pit, the head of John the baptist on a platter, 
and Jesus on the cross are symbolic of the currency 
in which the world has always paid her prophets. To 
be popular is desirable, but to be popular at the price 
of sacrificing truth is insane. 

For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of 
God? or am I striving to please men? if I were 
still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of 
Christ (Gall:lO). 

Would God that the one true church never forget 
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that "all who would live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution" (2 Tim. 3:12). 

"Has there ever been a society which has died of 
dissent? Several have died of conformity in our life
time" ijacob Bronowski, Science and Human Values, 
"The Sense of Human Dignity," set. 5, 1961). 

I charge thee in the sight of God, and of Christ 
Jesus, who shall judge the living and the dead, 
and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach 
the word; be urgent in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering 
and teaching. For the time will come when they 
will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having 
itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers 
after their own lusts; and will turn away their 
ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables. 
But be thou sober in all things, suffer hardship, 
do the work of an evangelist, fulfil thy ministry. 
For I am already being offered, and the time of 
my departure is come. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; 
and not to me only, but also to all them that 
have loved his appearing (2 Tim 4:1-8). 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston. TX 77269:0192 
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Application 
of the Sermon • 3 
(continued from page 1) 

of doctrinal preaching. The single objective becomes 
right living. However, right living without right doc
trine is just as unavailing as right doctrine without 
right living. 

In spite of these and other dangers, true preach
ers will seek proper application. Both overemphasis 
on application and omission of application are er
rors. One of them lives in time, failing to lead people 
to the eternal. The other lives in the eternal, failing 
to relate the eternal to the lives of hearers or to pro
vide them with the direction and motivation to live 
powerfully for Christ in time. Both of them fail to 
bridge the "great gulf fixed" between the pulpit and 
the pew. 10880 Memorial 

Houston, TX 7024 
E-mail: 102343.174@compuserve.com 
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One Another 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Our culture suffers from acute selfishness. 
Psychobabblers incessantly blather the 
self-esteem mantra. They are joined by a 

great chorus of eastern mystics, humanists, skeptics, 
sexual perverts, media talking-heads, politically cor
rect baby boomers, leftist educrats, eco-freaks, oc
cultists, renegade one-worlders, and theological lib
erals. The degenerates believe they have experienced 
an unprecedented paradigm shift. "Antiquated con
cepts" like service, and seeking the good of others 
first have been replaced with selfishness. The hapless 
chorus of "experts" and "deep thinkers" do not rec
ognize the origin of the "new" paradigm. Actually it 
is an ancient paradigm originally uttered in the Gar
den of Eden, "Ye shall be as God" (Gen. 3:5b). 

·The modern rehash of Satan's lie is the essence 
of what is wrong with human society. Sadly, the same 
virulent malignancy is ravaging God's church. How 
utterly tragic. The Bible gives the cure. This cure is 
selflessness. Christians are to model selflessness be
fore the world. We are to be a pattern for others to 
follow instead of aping the silly selfishness of the 
world. 

The core of Christianity is a "one another" ethic. 
This is the essence - the life - of our religion. Its 
primary manifestation is seen in the Christian's rela
tionship with God. He is to love the Lord above all else 
(Mark 12:20-30). Next in importance is the 
Christian's relationship with his brethren. Love of 
brethren identifies one as God's man Uohn 13:34-35). 
Unity among brethren leads non-Christians to em
brace the faith ijohn 17:20-21). The question is, how 
do you sustain this vital "one anotherness"? 

First, Christians are to be at peace with one an
other. The first "one another" text in the New Testa
ment records Jesus saying: "Salt is good, but if the 
salt loses its flavor, how will you season it, have salt 
in yourselves, and have peace with one another" 
(Mark 9:50 NKJV). Christians are the seasoning and 
preservative of society. Clearly one way to retain sa
vory saltiness is to be at peace with the brethren. 
This is accomplished first through humility. Paul said, 
"Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set 
your. mind on high things, but associate with the 
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humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion" (Rom. 
12:16 NKJV). Like mindedness grows out of mutual 
association. It comes from humility of heart which is 
not wise in its own opinion. It is not "too good" for 
others. It does not participate in elitists cliques. 
Peace is sustained by selfless living (1 Pet. 3:8-9). The 
selfless person will sustain an injury, accept an injus
tice, or endure an insult for the good of the cause. He 
will consistently place the good of others ahead of his 
own good. 

Second, sustaining the "one anotherness" of 
Christianity means honoring one another. Christians 
are to prefer one another, highly esteeming each 
other. This is accomplished by accepting, befriend
ing, and submitting to one another. The Lord was a 
friend of sinners, but his most intimate associations 
were with the righteous. Friends find it within them
selves to accept and submit to one another. Mutual 
submission is at the heart of Christianity. Peter said, 
"[Y]es, all of you be submissive to one another, and 
be clothed with humility" (1 Pet. 5:5 NKJV). Paul 
enjoined, "submitting to one another in the fear of 
God" (Eph. 5 :21). 

Third, to sustain the "one anotherness" of the 
Christian faith requires brotherly love. Peter said, 
"Since you have purified your souls in obeying the 
truth through the spirit in the sincere love of the 
brethren, love one another fervently with a pure 
heart" (1 Pet. 1:22) . 

Peaceful relations with brethren, honor be
stowed on brethren, and love of brethren, all serve to 
validate one's faith. These elements prove we are 
genuine. They enrich our lives, sustain our cause, 
and can heal our society. But before we heal society, 
we must heal ourselves. 

No loyal disciple denies that Christ established a 
"one another" religion Uohn 17:20-21). Inspired 
men universally insisted that this "one another" ethic 
be honored, Yet self-appointed change-agents smugly 
refuse to comply in these matters. Their insolent re
bellion is especially evident in their brazen refusal to 
honor the "one another" aspects of Christian wor
ship. Chronically disgruntled changelings led by a re
cent "Christian" university graduate begin agitating 



for modified assemblies. 
The new "involvement" minister has the an

swers. An audience is sought with the elders where 
changes are demanded. The changelings insist on 
abandoning what they caricature as dull, uninspiring, 
irrelevant, assemblies. They insist on dynamic, 
"spiritual," uplifting, relevant affairs. 

The new "involvement" minister leads the revolt. 
He has read all of Lynn Anderson's material, which 
Anderson appears to have largely copied from a 
denominationalist named Lyle Schaller. He [the 
involvement minister] has a brand new Master of 
Divinity degree from a "Christian" university. The 
university is fully accredited by infidels and 
denominationalists. The rebel leader subscribes to 
Wineskins and hopes to speak at the Jubilee someday. 
He attends "Promise Keeper" rallies and seminars at 
the Willow Creek Community church. 

Change-agents like to launch assaults in men's 
business meetings. Secret cell-meetings are held to 
map out a detailed agenda. Only "spiritual" brethren 
are invited. When all is in readiness, the plan is 
sprung on unsuspecting elders who have been kept in 
the dark. The elders often recognize that the changes 
will disrupt the congregation's harmony. But the "in
volvement minister" is flanked by the young, up
wardly mobile, well-educated, spoiled, know-it-all 
baby boomers. The threat of mutiny is implied if 
their demands are not met. 
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The scenario usually plays out in unacceptable 
ways. Elders often cave-in, meeting the rebel's de
mands. Reportedly one congregation's elders sud
denly announced their mass resignation to the 
church. They went on to inform their flock that they 
intended to begin worshiping with other churches. 
Such cowardice is beneath contempt. If elders be
lieve evasion of duty diminishes accountability be
fore God, they are mistaken. Abandoning the con
gregation to rebels no more removes their responsi
bility than Pilate's attempt to wash his hands of 
Jesus! 

Secondly, elders often follow the path of ap
peasement. Lacking the courage to reprove, rebuke, 
and exhort, they seek to mollify. Increasingly I hear 
of churches offering two "styles" of worship. The 
"involvement" minister establishes contemporary 
worship services along the lines of the Willow Creek 
Community Church. Really "hip" churches offer 
"seeker friendly" services. They do not partake of 
the Lord's Supper or talk about baptism lest the 
"seeker" be offended. A traditional service is contin
ued for the elders and outdated traditionalists. They 
are the people who built the church and who still 
constitute the core of its financial base. 

The "involvement" minister evokes a real sensa
tion with his "relevant" worship. He has brethren 
shouting, clapping, and swaying to the music. They 
do the Pentecostal wave, applaud tear-jerking testi
monials, and have a rollicking good time. Felt needs 
are paramount. The people are pampered. The rebel 
leader invites "leading brothers" like Rubel Shelly, 
Mike Cope, and Jeff Walling, to address the really 
"spiritual" brethren. These fellows are the glib 
tongue promoters of error, but they are not the real 
thinkers. People like Carroll Osburn, Leonard Allen, 
Darryl Tippens and a few others constitute the 
brain-trust of apostasy, but they are too boring for 
"Holy Wow!" occasions like Rubel Shelly produces. 
Max Lucado's books constitute the core of the edu
cational curriculum. 

The attempted appeasement falls flat! The faith
ful object to the digressive practices of the rebels. 
The rebels, having wrenched tacit endorsement from 
reluctant elders, are not about to relinquish their sta
tus. They intend to rule. That's right! They aim to 
possess the property and suppress any opposition to 
their liberal agenda. All is lost. It is too late! God's 
church is divided. The wicked laugh. 

The nerveless leaders now have a church within a 
church. Brethren are lined up behind their spiritual 
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heroes like the first-century Corinthians (1 Cor. 1). 
Chaos and anarchy are upon them. Surely sensible 
Christians see that these developments constitute a 
brazen violation of God's will. One does not prefer 
his brethren in honor by running roughshod over 
them. He does not love them by insisting on his own 
way. Love is not self-seeking. Love is not callously 
indifferent to the sensibilities of brethren. Love is 
not haughty, arrogant, and condescending. Love does 
not circumvent elders or steal places of worship built 
by others. Love does not look down on those consid
ered backward and unenlightened. Love is a coop
erative team-player. Love is kind, considerate, and 
tender. Love respects the feelings of others. Love 
walks with humility. 

Paul said: 

Let nothing be done through strife or vain
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselves. Look not every 
man on his own things, but every man also on 
the things of others (Phil. 2:3-4). 

Establishing and perpetuating a church within a 
church is a blatant violation of the "one anotherness" 
required by our Lord. It must not be tolerated much 
less encouraged. Christians who prefer one another, 
consider one another, honor one another, and love 
one another, can surely assemble together for wor
ship. 

DEO VINDICE P.O. Box 411 
Livingston, TX 77351 
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The NIV in Psalm 51:5 
By Hugo McCord 

The New International Version (1984 revision) 
in Psalm 51:5 has David saying, "Surely I was 
sinful at birth, sinful from the time my 

mother conceived me." A young preacher asks: 
[W]hat is there about this verse that is trans
lated wrong? Perhaps you could write out this 
verse for me in Hebrew, and point to the words 
or elements of syntax that the NIV has abused. 
Exactly what is it that is translated incorrectly? I 
do not believe that there is any material dis
crepancy between the Hebrew and the NIV. 
David does say he was born in sin, but only as a 
hyperbole. David is exaggerating for the sake 
of emphasis. 

Psalm 51:5 in Hebrew is: 
Hen (an interjection, 'Behold'); be awon (a 
preposition, 'in,' and a singular noun, awon, 
'iniquity'); holaleti (a first person masculine sin
gular perfect verb in polal stem, here meaning 
'I was brought forth'); ubete (the conjunction 
'and' plus the preposition 'in' plus the noun 
'sin'); yehematheni (a third person feminine sin
gular perfect verb in the gal stem, plus a suffix, 
the first person singular pronoun, 'me'); ·;mmi 
(a singular noun 'em, 'mother' plus a suffix, the 
first person singular pronoun 'me' or 'mine'); 
literal translation: 'Behold, in iniquity I was 
born, and in sin she conceived me, mother 
mine.' 

The young preacher is exactly right, and this old 
preacher has been wrong. Psalm 51:5 is a "hyper
bole," an exaggeration "for the sake of emphasis." 
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The verse was never intended to be understood liter
ally. But, accustomed as I was to literal interpreta
tions, I fell into a trap. The literal interpretation of 
Psalm 51:5, magnified by John Calvin (1509-1564), 
has done untold harm. He wrote: 

The passage affords a striking testimony in 
proof of original sin entailed by Adam upon 
the whole human family (Commentary on the 
Book of Psalms, 5, 290, cited by Don Jackson, 
Gospel Advocate, Oct. 15, 1987). 

John Wesley (1703-1791) accepted Calvin's er
ror, and taught that infants should be baptized: in
fants need to be washed from original sin, ... the 
original stain cleaves to every child of man (Wesley"s 
Works, II, 16, cited by C.R. Nichol, A Study in the 
Methodist Discipline, p. 53). 

The Methodist Discipline of 1894 instructed 
pastors, as they sprinkled babies, to say: "All men are 
conceived and born in sin," but an improvement was 
made in 1910, with the wording: "All men, though 
fallen in Adam, are born into the world in Christ the 
Redeemer" (Nichol, ibid., p. 49). To be born "in 
Christ" is quite different from being born "in sin." 

A Nazarene pastor, in a debate at Carbon Hill, 
Ala., in 1932, said that the very fact that a baby cries 
shows he is a sinner. The reply that Gus Nichols (sit
ting at the table with me) whispered was all that I 
needed: "If crying is sin, Jesus was a sinner, for Jesus 
wept" Gohn 11:35). 



The doctrine of inherited sin contradicts plain 
passages of Scripture (as, Matt. 19:14) and it slan
ders the Creator, for if God is love (1 John 4:8), he 
does not afflict a baby with the guilt of Adam's sin. 

True, being akin to Adam, every baby inherits the 
consequence of Adam's sin: physical death is passed 
to all people, "even over those who had not sinned 
according to the likeness of the transgression of 
Adam" (Rom. 5:14). All of us ~in representatively, 
also to speak, and thus death "has spread to all men" 
(Rom. 5:12; Heb. 7:9). 

Since God is "holy" (1 Pet. 1:16) and "without 
iniquity" (Deut. 32:4), every human being, from the 
moment of his conception .nine months before birth, 
is "perfect" until he himself commits "iniquity" (Eze. 
28:15). A person's own sins separate him from God 
(Isa. 59:1-2). Sin is personal and not transferable. 
"So then each one of us will give an account of him
self to God" (Rom. 14:12). 

The doctrine of Mary's immaculate conception 
(proclaimed in a papal bull from Pius IX in 1854, 
Ineffabilis Deus) was manufactured to make Mary 
sinless so she could give birth to a sinless baby. How
ever, the babies, Mary and Jesus, were not the only 
ones born· sinless, for, unless God is cruel, all babies 
are born pure and holy. 

·On the marquee of a Moslem temple on 23rd 
Street in Oklahoma City are these words: "You are 
God's precious creation; you were not born in sin." 
In a restaurant window of Ollie's Barbecue in Bir
mingham is a picture of a tousled-haired lad saying 
these words: "I am somebody! God didn't make no 
junk." 

But if all babies are born sinless, how could 
David say that "Behold in iniquity I was born and in 
sin she conceived me mother mine"? Back in the 
eighties I thought some words were understood but 
not spoken by David. I put them in brackets and 
wrote, "Behold, in [a world of] iniquity I was born, 
and in [a world of] sin my mother conceived me." 
Those words lay no sin on the infant, but places him 
in a world where sin is, and leaves him to grow up 
and do his own sinning. Someone helped me with this 
illustration: 

In a potato patch I was born, and in a field of 
spuds my mother conceived me, but I was not 
born full of potatoes. 

The first medical doctor to obey the gospel in 
South Africa, Dr. Desmond Stumpf, baptized on De
cember 3, 1972, read an article in the Gospel Advo
cate (of july 7, 1983) which gave the above reasoning 

about the innocence of little children. Whether chil
dren are born in sin was quite important to Dr. 
Stumpf, for he is the father of four children plus one 
adopted. He rejoiced when he read the article, and 
he wrote a letter which was published in the Gospel 
Advocate (Feb. 20, 1986): 

It [the article] is most supportive of the bibli
cal viewpoint that babies are innocent and can
not be tainted with their father's sin, ..• and 
what an iniquitous concept to think otherwise. 

Every Calvinistic denominationalist (Presby
terian, Methodist, Anglican, DRC, Congrega
tional, Roman Catholic, and most Baptists) be
lieves that babies are born sinful, totally de
praved and cut off from God - the first of the 
five points of Calvinism. The other four points 
are connected to and derived from this point. 

The Old Testament is the source of reference 
for the doctrine of ·Total hereditary depravity 
to those who proclaim it. Since the jews rely 
solely upon the Old Testament for their beliefs, 
I approached the chief rabbi of Capetown, 
population two million, for his opinion on the 
matter. His answer [below] is for all to see. I 
joyfully endorse the biblical doctrine that babies 
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Bill Lockwood (Marshall, Texas) ••••.....•••.•• & p.m. 

Hear practical lessons on the great parables of Jesus Including 
The Sower • The Good Samaritan 

The Great Supper o The Laborers In the VIneyard 
The Barren Fig Tree o The Tares • and others 

Eastern Hffis Church of Christ 
meets at 2705 E. Travis Rd. 

Marshall, Texas 75670 • (903) 938-4422 
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are born without sin and remain so until they 
sin later- see Ezekiel 28:15 and also 18:20 
among many other scriptures. 

The rabbi's reply is as follows: 
Dear Dr. Stumpf: My sincere apologies for such 
belated reply to your letters - pressure of 
work is simply beyond normality. Indeed, Jews, 
be they Orthodox or not do not believe that 
babies are born in any way depraved or bur
dened with sin. In fact, the truth is quite the 
opposite, babies are totally innocent. Apologies 
again, Yours sincerely, Rabbi E. N. Kaye. 

Babies are born sinless, but Psalm 51 does not 
deal with that subject. I had not studied enough. My 
mistake was in looking at Psalm 51 as prose, not po
etry. David was born sinless in a world of sin, but that 
was not on his mind. The only thing on his mind was 
the fact that he had adulterized Bathsheba. 

Literally his words were not true (conceived in 
sin and nine months later born in iniquity), but the 
soul of a sincerely penitent man, overwhelmed in 
grief, holding nothing back, making no excuses, 
spoke words poetically and figuratively true. 

In the same psalm he used other words that were 
not literally true: "Against you, you alone," he told 
God, "I have sinned" (v. 4 ), but he had also sinned 
against Bathsheba and Uriah. 

David prayed that God would purify him "with 
hyssop" (v. 7), but literally he did not expect the God 
would obtain a "labiate plant" called "hyssop that 
springs out of the wall" (1 Kings 4:33), dip it in "wa
ter" and animal "blood," and sprinkle it on him 
(Heb. 9: 19). 

Literally David did not mean that his "bones" 
could "rejoice," nor that God had "broken" his 
"bones" (v. 8). Only figuratively could he speak of 
God as hiding his "face" (v. 9), and of a sinner's hav
ing a "broken" heart (v. 17). 

This old man (Hugo McCord) did not face up to 
the fact that many verses of Scripture are true only as 
hyperbole: exaggeration for effect, not meant to be 
taken literally (Webster). Only by hyperbole, figures 
of speech, could David call God his "rock," his "for
tress," his "shield," his "horn," and his "shepherd" 
(Psa. 18:1-2, 23: 1). 

False literally, but true by exaggeration, David 
Qesus) was a "worm" and no man (Psa. 22:6), one 
who trusted in God while on his "mother's breasts" 
(v. 9), one who was surrounded by "bulls" (v. 12), one 
whose bones were "out of joint" (v. 14), one whose 
"heart" had "melted in the midst of his bowels" (v. 
14, KJV). 

10 ~&: Found~: 

Also, in other Bible books, figurative language is 
often used. Job wrote that he had provided for wid
ows "from my mother's womb" (31:16-18). What 
the book of Hebrews says about Melchizedek liter
ally was impossible: "fatherless, motherless, without 
genealogy, having neither a beginning of days nor an 
end of life" (7:3). 

Jesus' words, "This is my body ... my blood" 
(Matt. 26:26-28) were literally interpreted by Mar
tin Luther in his debate at Marburg with Ulrich 
Zwingli. Both transubstantiation and consubstantia
tion are based on literal interpretation. 

Just as David's words ("born in iniquity," "con
ceived in sin") are a hyp.erbole, "not meant to be 
taken literally," so are John's words as he closed his 
Gospel: "Now there are also many other things Jesus 
did, which, if each one was written, I suppose the 
world itself would not have room for the books" 
(21:25). 

A young man helped this old man by writing 
these words: 

Psalm 51 is David's response to his sin with 
Bathsheba. He poured out his heart in ac
knowledging his sin and calling for God to for
give him. It would be contrary to the nature of 

· the Psalm for David to have excused himself 
because he was born with the sin of Adam or 
because he was born in a sinful world that influ
enced him. He was not concerned about the 
sinful world but about his own sin. David used 
hyperbole to describe his sin as so great that it 
was as though he had been sinful from his very 
conception (Don Jackson, Gospel Advocate, Oct. 
15, 1987). 

12715 SE. Main 
Portland, OR 97233 
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o 2-year course of study ~ 
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RU-486 
By William M. "Mike" Hurley 

AFrench made pill, known as RU-486, 
known by its chemical name "mifepristone," 
has recently been approved by the Federal 

Drug Administration for distribution in the United 
States. This new pill could be available by prescrip
tion in drug stores across the country by early spring 
of 1997. 

Many medications have been introduced over 
the years which have greatly benefited humans and 
saved lives. The drug RU-486 has as its purpose not 
the saving of life but the destruction of it. 

RU-486 is to be the first widely distributed 
pregnancy-ending pill. Starting this spring a pregnant 
woman can take RU-48 6 in the privacy of her home 
and end the life of her unborn child. Two days later a 
second pill will cause strong uterine contractions to 
expel the lifeless child. All of this done in the name of 
convenience. 

The Lord made clear his view concerning the 
value of the unborn in several passages. 1 ehovah 
spoke to the prophet 1 eremiah, saying, "Before I 
formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou 
camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I 
ordained thee a prophet unto the nations'' (Jer. 1:5). 
God can know us prior to birth. 

Moses noted, "Keep thee far from a false matter; 
and the innocent and righteous slay thou not: for I 
will not justify the wicked" (Ex. 23:7). There is no 
more innocent life than the child still in the womb of 
its mother! 

The book of Exodus shows God recognizes the 
unborn child as life equal in value to life already 
born. "If men strive together, and hurt a woman with 
child, so that her fruit depart from her, and yet no 
mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, accord
ing as the woman's husband will lay upon him; and 
he shall pay as the judges determine. And if any mis
chief follow, then thou shalt give life for life (Ex. 
21:22-23). If men cause a woman to have a prema
ture birth, but the baby lives, the man is to be pun
ished as the husband may require and pay a fine as 
the judges decide; but if the baby is delivered dead, 
the one who caused it is to be put to death. Life for 
life. 

God is the giver of life. The Lord can know and 
see a living human being while still in the womb. To 
take life in the womb by any means, including 
RU-486, is murder! 

Think of the ramification this new "death drug" 
brings to the lives of the unborn. With the availability 
of RU-486, a woman will no longer have to think and 
plan carefully before a surgical procedure - always 
a sobering prospect. No longer will one have to go to 
the trouble of making and keeping an appointment 
with the a physician. In small towns across the coun
try, where one would once have to drive to a larger 
town to receive an abortion, that will no longer be 
necessary. The convenience of the abortion pill will 
probably increase abortions many times. 

Millions of babies are aborted each year. How 
many more will die in 1997? It is a national disgrace 
and the tragedy of our time. An entire generation of 
Americans has been murdered as an expedience. The 
solution, of course, is not to answer violence with 
violence, but to teach and implore and help people 
see the sinfulness of taking unborn life. May our na
tion repent and cry out for forgiveness. Let us all do 
all we can, within the limits of the law, to erase this 
stain upon the soul of America. 

1007 Eagle Hill Trail 
Longview, TX 7 S 605 

Catholic Debate 
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Darrell Conley 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Jerry Moffitt 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

Beyond the Horizon 
By Paul M. Tucker 

Beyond the horizon of our immediate commu
nity there are billions of souls lost in sin, er
ror, and worldly pursuits, without God and 

without hope in the world. 
Our task of world evangelism must bring those 

lost souls into our vision of soul saving. 
As we position ourselves and bring these billions 

"beyond the horizon" into focus, it challenges our 
resources. The gospel is for every creature, in every 
place, in all the world. This is a place for the serious 
minded, the dedicated and committed. This demands 
the best within us. 

Crieve Hall Church of Christ reaches out to the 
whole world as limits of our time and assets permit. 
We emphasize building a numerically and spiritually 
strong local congregation to support going into areas 
"beyond the horizon." 

Since 1966 Crieve Hall Church of Christ has 
placed great emphasis on campaigns for Christ. This 
provides a way for many of our members to become 
deeply involved in soul saving personally. A campaign 
will involve 10 to 40 people. This provides tremen
dous opportunity for personal spiritual growth and 
development, in addition to bringing others to 
Christ. 

These campaigns have taken groups of workers 
to Scotland, England, West Africa, and in the United 
States from Connecticut to Louisiana, and from 
Minnesota to Florida, thirty or more in all, in twelve 
contiguous states, over a period of 30 years. 

In these campaigns Paul M. Tucker usually does 
the preaching. The planning of the details is done by 
elder Ray Frizzell and deacon Mike Bates, skilled or
ganizers and planners, with cooperation of many 
others. 

In recent years, our youth minister, Tim Frizzell, 
has taken groups of 10 to 15 young people on trips to 
small congregations providing personnel for teaching 
in Vacation Bible Schools, along with some commu
nity service activities. The schedule includes two in 
Florida, one in Southeastern Kentucky, and one in 
New Orleans. 
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This is infiltration of many of ...------. 
our own members in some of the 
world population with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

Crieve Hall sponsors 10 mission
aries in West Africa, South Africa, 
Australia, Finland, New Zealand, 
Minnesota, Florida, and Tennessee. 
In addition, we provide partial sup- Rod Rutherford 

port for 51 more missionaries over the world, includ
ing Philippines, Europe, Greece, Australia, England, 
France, Africa, Russia, Switzerland, Scotland, Ha
waii, India, New Zealand, and several contiguous 
states. Amount budgeted in these programs is 
$593,767.00 for 1996. Our annual budget is 
$1,357,200.00 total. We are moving "beyond the ho
rizon" to millions of lost souls- "into all the world." 

Radio and TV programs are supported finan
cially. Several programs are carefully selected for 
biblical soundness, as well as for coverage and effec
tiveness. These include Truth for the World, Search, 
Old Landmarks, and World Christian Broadcasting 
Co. This is utilization of modern equipment in ef
forts to reach "beyond the horizons" with the word 
of God. The power is in the word. 

The whole mission of the whole church is to 
preach the whole gospel to the whole world in each 
generation. By the enabling grace of God, the Crieve 
Hall Church of Christ is involved in doing just that to 
the best of our ability, time, and resources available. 
As we reach "beyond the horizons" fondest dreams 
of conquest for Christ become reality. 

And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, 
saying, All authority hath been given unto me 
in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all 
th ings whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world. 

4806 Troueda/e Dr. 
Nashville, TN 37220 
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Annual Greater Visalia 
Firm Foundation Lectureship 

-May 4-8, 1997-

''Christ and the Growing Church" 

Sunday morning, May 4, at Central 
9:30a.m ....................•.....•...•.... A Christ-centered Church .................................................. Allen Robertson 

10:30 a.m ................................... Given to Hospitality .....•..............•.....•.••..•••..•....•....•.•.•.••••••••..•.. Randy Mabe 
Sunday morning, May 4, at West VIsalia 

9:45 a.m ................................... Doctrinal Soundness ............................................................... Dub McClish 
10:45 a.m ......•............................ A Worshiping Church .....................•...•.•..............•..•...•.•••.•..•.•.• David Brown 

All following services at West Visalia: 
Sunday, May 4 

6:00 p.m ................................... The Rise of Independent Churches ...•...•.•.•.•.••.•••••.•.... Noah A. Hackworth 
7:00 p.m ....................••............. Unity ......................................................................................... David Brown 

Monday, May 5 
10:00 a.m ................................... A Mind to Work ..............................•.•..••.•••••.•...............•.•..••••••• Jack Stewart 
11:00 a.m ................................... A Forgiving Church .............................................................. Gary Anderson 
2:00 p.m ........•.......................... Binding the Hands of Jesus ......................................... Noah A. HackWorth 
3:00p.m ................................... A Suffering Church ..............................•...........•......•.•.••.••••••••.••. Joe Gilmore 
7:00p.m ................................... Authority of the Scriptures .................................................... Eddie Whitten 
8:00 p.m .................................•. Forsaking the Assembly •.....•................................•.•.••••.•.•.•..•.. Randy Mabe 

Tuesday, May 6 
10:00 a.m ................................... Meeting God's Challenges •.....................•.•.•.••.•.•.•••••••••••.•.•.•.• Greg Weston 
11:00 a.m ................................... Faithful in Purpose ...................................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
2:00 p.m ................................... Salt and Light ..........................•.••...•..•••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••...••••• Joe Gilmore 
3:00 p.m ................................... The Fruit of the Spirit ....•.•...•••••.•.••.•.•.....................•••••.••••••••••• Dub McClish 
7:00 p.m .•................................. Nurturing Youth •..........•.....................•••...•••.•.••••••.•••.•••••••••.•.•.• Tommy Hicks 
8:00 p.m ................................... Defense of the Faith ........................................•.•....•.•• H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Wednesday, May 7 
10:00 a.m ................................... Caring for the Aged ................................................•..•••.••...•... Eddie Whitten 
11 :00 a.m ..••......••...............•.•.•... Relying on the Heavenly Wisdom .......................................... Tommy Hicks 
2:00 p.m ................................... Leadership .......................................•....••.••••••••••••••••.••••.•. Joseph D. Meador 
3:00 p.m ................................... Exalting Christ ........................................................................ Tommy Hicks 
7:00 p.m ................................... Distinctive Preaching ..................................................... Joseph D. Meador 
8:00 p.m ................................... Maintaining Confidence ..................................................... Allen Robertson 

Thursday, May 8 
10:00 a.m . .................................. Perpetuating the Restoration ................................................ Eddie Whitten 
11:00 a.m ..•.•.........•...•..............•. Evangelism ........••..................•....•.•...•...•.....•.•....•.•...•....•...•.•.... Dub McClish 
2:00 p.m ................................... Discipline .....................................................................•.....•..•... David Brown 
3:00p.m ................................... All to the Glory of God .......................•.....•....••..•.•.•....•.••••••••.•.•. Gary Colley 
7:00 p.m ................................... Beyond the Doctrine of Christ ................................................... Gary Colley 
8:00 p.m ................................... The Past and the Future ...................•........................ H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Parking for self-contained RV's • Motels nearby • Umited home housing available on first-come basis. 

-Directors-
Alan Robertson • Central Church of Christ • 1320 South Church St. • VIsalia, CA 93277 

Noah A. Hackworth • West Visalia Church of Christ • 4400 West Tulare Ave. • VIsalia, CA 93277 
(209) 732-7515 • (209) 636-D555 
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Abstrading the Susan Gamble 
Mike Cope Interview 

By J. E. Choate 

Susan Gamble a~d George Butterfield ha~e ren
dered a distinct and valuable service to 
churches of Christ as the result of a Toronto 

interview in August 1995, between Susan Gamble 
and Mike Cope to address the editorial policy of 
Wineskins. The interview was published in a West 
Coast paper. 

George Butterfield picked up on the interview 
and put it on the ACU Restoration Movement Bibli
cal Studies Discussion List internet with the com
ment: "Susan Gamble has submitted the following 
article to our ftp site. But I also feel that it will be 
good to post it. Good job, Susan, and thanks for tak
ing the time to not only do the interview but also 
send it our way." 

Inadvertently, Susan Gamble supplied us with 
pertinent information that we could not have pried 
out of Mike Cope. It is becoming increasingly obvi
ous that the liberal "change agents" sense that a for
midable and competent number of conservative 
brethren are building an "air tight" against them. 

And it is obvious that George Butterfield and Su
san Gamble have gone to bat for Wineskins and its 
editors which is not surprising. Analyze the facts and 
make your own editorial calls. 

Abstradlng the Concrete 
Susan Gamble prefaces the interview with a most re
vealing statement to Mike Cope: "There are few 
men with such controversy swirling about them as 
Rubel Shelly, Phillip Morrison, and Mike Cope, the 
trio behind Wineskins." 

That Susan Gamble endorses and defends the 
editors against what she considers to be unfair accu
sations is glaringly apparent from the very first state
ment. What follows is obviously "cut and dried." 

Keep in mind the following statement is a sum
mation of Gamble's conclusions even before the in
terview gets underway. She makes her case before 
she states her case: 

These men have been accused of plotting the 
church's downfall, dragging her into denomi
nationalism. They have been falsely con-
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demned [?] for trying to bring instrumental 
music to the church. Tongues have gossiped 
about how a writer in their magazine denied 
the virgin birth and was later fired from a 
Christian university. · 

The "change agents" are not accused with plotting 
anything. They are quite open in submitting their 
agendas and ploys for church takeovers, e.g., Lynn 
Anderson's Navigating the Winds of Change. That 
these accusations are widely circulated throughout 
the churches of Christ is obviously an accurate assess
ment. There would be no way of knowing the extent 
of the pain now shaking the confidence of the "change 
agents" without the Gamble-Cope interview. 

That the allegations are unfounded rumors and 
gossip just won't wash. Our brethren are doing a 
good job in reporting the facts which are being 
widely circulated in local pulpits, church bulletins, 
numerous lectureships, and conservative brother
hood papers. All of this is taking place at the "grass 
roots" level of the churches of Christ. 

Adequate proof of this is readily apparent in the 
phrasing of Gamble's first question to Cope: "Tell us 
how you became a spokesman for renewal." Regard
less of Cope's response, a cursory reading of the first 
issue (May 92) of Wineskins divulges that the edito
rial policy has nothing to do with renewal, but radical 
change. I defer to the editorial statements of the edi
tors for their explanations and am quite content to 
go along with what they say. 

Mike Cope, Rubel Shelly, and Phillip Morrison 
phrase their Wineskins Purpose Statement: "Wine
skins is committed to the stimulation of bold but re
sponsible change in the church of God." They fur
ther write: "Our background and commitment is to 
the church of Christ that was born of the American 
Restoration Movement." 

There is no reference to the Pentecostal birthday 
of the church (A.D. 33 ). The contention of Douglas 
Foster and RichardT. Hughes that the Church of 
Christ began as a small exclusivistic sect in the early 
19th century is evidently endorsed by Mike Cope. 

And this statement - "You've been accused of 



running down what has been done by our parents 
and grandparents in the church." 

Regardless of Cope's response to this, this writer 
would say, "Guilty as charged." 

A whole article could be written about the abu
sive criticism which these change agents, cradled in 
churches of Christ, have heaped upon the churches 
of Christ, and the boast of how much more they now 
know than their parents. Liberal brethren are not 
known to establish churches, but to seize control 
from brethren who have sacrificed to build them. 

Shame on you, Mike Cope, for your sophomoric 
ploy to pull this one off. 

Another lead question was put to Mike Cope -
"If you could talk directly to people who are afraid of 
what they have heard about you, what would you 
want to say to them?" 

Cope responds that people are advised first to 
read Wineskins. I have, others have, and this is the 
problem: the editors do not seem to known when to 
dry up. Brother Cope, you are an attractive presence 
in the pulpit and a popular breezy writer, but you are 
no biblical scholar and prophet. 

Another Gamble statement - "Obviously, by 
raising your head above the crowd, being ready to 
step out with a new idea, you guys have become light
ning rods." (I would say court jesters, and not very 
amusing at that.) 

The famous expression that all history since 
Plato is a footnote to Plato raises a question how 
your names, if at all, will be footnotes to the history 
of the Restoration Movement. 

Brother Cope, you have the gall to say, after 
Rubel Shelly has gone up and down the land with his 
increasing flippant attacks of churches of Christ, 
that "poor Rubel" is criticized for becoming the 
spokesman for the saving grace of God in lieu of bap
tism, or anything else. You picture him as dripping 
with love for our heritage and the Restoration move
ment. What kind of a "cock and bull" story are you 
trying to lay on your trusting brethren? 

Mike Cope says that he is surprised at the "vitri
olic nature of some of the criticism." I heard Rubel 
Shelly attempt to make a laughingstock out of the 
churches of Christ during his post Easter speech to a 
packed audience in the Disciples of Christ building in 

1997 Annual VIrginia Bible Lectureship 
May 14·16, 1997 

-Great Sermons of the Past Needed Today-

Hear These Faithful Gospel Preachers 

Lowell Altizer 
Eddy Craft 
Donald Mash 
Wesley Simons 

James Boyd 
Thomas Eaves 
Robert Oliver 
Jack Tittle 

Speaking on These Subjects 

Kent Bailey 
Garland Elkins 

Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
Joe Gilmore 

The Bible • Why Be a Member of the Church of Christ? • Prayer • The Blood of Christ 
Paul's Charge to Timothy • Vowing • Repentance • Remembering 

Aims and Purposes of the Restoration Movement • Premillennialism • The Savior's Invitation 
The Lost Christ • Establishment of the Church • Fellowship • Hardening of Pharaoh's Heart 

Issues Facing the Church • Is the Bible the Word of God? • The Cost of Discipleship 

Periods of singing and fervent prayer will be led by many. 
All lectures available on video and cassette tape. • Booklet of sermon outlines provided. 

Clarence Lavender, Director 
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East Side Church of Christ 
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the neighborhood of David Lipscomb University. 
There was lively applause and hand clapping. 

I prefer to use civilized satire in focusing on an 
issue which brings a quick smile of recognition, no 
boisterous demonstrations. 

Dr. Shelly has been to Calgary, and he is hooked 
up with Mike Bickle of the Kansas City Prophets, 
and he is identified with C. Peter Wagner's "Third 
Wave" Pentecostal movement. Could it just be that 
Mike Cope is so enamored with his local church 
popularity that he is blinded to the realities swirling 
about him? Ego is an awful problem for many. Re
member this is how Satan thought to snare Jesus in 
the wilderness. 

And this revealing statement put to Cope: "Some 
say you have not responded to your critics, and 
therefore they wonder if the criticisms are right." 

Susan Gamble then brings up the notorious An
dre Resner case. I have read the few defenses made 
to clear Andre Resner of saying the mother of Jesus 
was "a sexually questionable woman." I do not know 
what Resner believes based upon what he says. I re
gard the article as a veiled, stupid attack, intended or 
not, which questions the virginity of Mary. In any 
case, a Princeton candidate for a Ph.D., should be 
able to write succinct English. 

A Question for Susan Gamble 
Susan, why did you not address the article written by 
Douglas Foster who attributed the words of a Land
mark Baptist preacher to David Lipscomb that for
giveness of sins comes before baptism. I heard Phillip 
Morrison make an admission of the error during a 
Wineskins luncheon at Lipscomb and promise a cor
rection. Douglas Foster made a private admission of 
the mistake. Wineskins to this day has not made the 
correction, nor ever will. 

Some have questioned the honesty of Dr. Foster. 
I do not, but regard the statement as a confirmation 
of his ignorance on the subject due to a hasty, and 
erroneous reading. His desire to make a case was so 
great to have Lipscomb subscribe to the Baptist doc-
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trine of salvation before baptism that he failed to ex
ercise discriminating care in getting his ducks lined 
up. However, I am left wondering why he omitted a 
part of the Baptist quote without an ellipsis. There is 
not the slightest doubt that this misquote of Dr. Fos
ter is the clear editorial policy of Wineskins. 

Postscript 
Mike Cope says, "Our reasons for the existence of 
Wineskins is not to get into debates., Our liberal 
brethren have a sixth sense of avoiding Waterloos, 
and crossing Rubicons. We would they mount suffi
cient courage to say openly what is lurking in their 
minds. Many large and small churches have been 
lured into their camps, and others are ripe for take
over. 

I am deeply puzzled and filled with sorrow that 
our liberal brethren are destroying their own 
churches in much the same way as the digressive Dis
ciples did 100 years ago. I think that many of the 
sheep and their shepherds do not sense the great 
harm being inflicted on the churches by the "change 
agents." 

3714'h Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 37215 
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Community Church View 
By E. Claude Gardner 

B y making a call to a Community Church, a per
son from that church confirmed some things 
I thought might be the case and what I 

learned is of major concern. It was begun by some 
brethren who wanted more "freedom in expression 
of worship." 

There are "worship" services at 8:30 and 10:30. 
This includes a sermon, but it seems questionable 
not to have the Lord's Supper. At 9:30 there is a 
"praise service" which includes communion. At the 
"praise service" people can go to the front and state 
anything on their heart. Women may do this also. 
Sounds like this is what some call "sharing," or what 
some might call testifying. Women may pray aloud in 
small groups. 

I was informed that at times there is a recorded 
song with instruments of music which is played and 
people sing with it. 

Every person can decide on baptism and they do 
not believe they (church) have the only answer re
garding baptism. It is evident they believe that the 
sinner is saved by faith only, and that baptism is not 
for the remission of sins. 

The informant told me that the church is not a 
church of Christ. Hence, it is another denomination 
and is for all denominations. I was informed that 
Baptists, Methodists, and others are in the official 
membership. This is the Community Church con
cept. 

Those who started it did not want it to be identi
fied with the church of Christ, because people would 
be turned off by the teaching that if they did not be
lieve it (the teaching) they would go to hell. Hence, 
they reject and are embarrassed with the descriptive 
title "church of Christ." 

Their bulletins also provide other information. 
When the congregation was looking for a new minis
ter the minutes of the "Small Group Minister Search 
Committee Meeting December 12, 1993," recorded 
there was a consensus that the new preacher could 
be from a denomination. The statement reads, "The 
group agreed that the search for the small group min
ister was not to be confined to churches of Christ. 
This had been previously discussed with the leader-

ship group." Also, the committee wanted "a man 
who shares our small group philosophy and is com
mitted to continuing and implementing it." 

The church has small groups meeting during the 
week which they call "house churches." One survey 
of the members asked what priority they would give 
to this plan: "That we be a church that draws people 
from all over the state for a Sunday morning time of 
praise and celebration. These people can then go 
back into their respective communities and meet in 
'house churches' on Sunday night and Wednesday 
night. We then take evangelistic teams into these 
communities periodically and present Christ to the 
lost and hurting." This is similar to the cultic Boston 
Movement. Although they deny being in the Boston 
Movement, one of their bulletins reported that a 
group would visit the Boston Church and give it a big 
boost. 

One of their bulletins, a special issue, was de
voted to the Holy Spirit. Rubel Shelly's book, In Step 
With The Spirit, was extolled and declared to be a 
must for reading. There is a strong emphasis on the 
influence of the Spirit. 

In another bulletin an article argues that the 
church is not the kingdom. The conclusion reached: 

Fifth Annual 
Gulf Coast Lectures 

-May 3-6, 1997-

"The Wise Home and the Cautious Church" 

The lectureship book 
Commentary on Whole Bible, Vol.1 

The New Testament 

-Jerry Moffitt, Director-
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"That Jesus, the apostles and other evangelists 
preached the gospel, the Kingdom and Jesus, but 
they never preached the church." 
· When the group split from a faithful congrega
tion, the preacher who is no longer there wrote: "We 
do not use instrumental music in our worship assem
blies and have no intention of ever doing so." That 
was March 1, 1989, but instrumental music has been 
used by playing it over the public address system. 

Likely there will be more and more use of instru
mental music. No sermons will be preached on the 
sin of instrumental music. Sermons will not be 
preached on the essentiality of baptism to be saved. 
There will be little emphasis on obedience but a great 
stress on grace and faith only. The church - the one 
body - will not be exalted. There will be consider
able emotionalism with much rah, rah, excitement, 
and emphasis on the Holy Spirit and how we are 
guided by the Spirit apart from the Bible. 

Here are some important questions to be asked 
the proponents of the Community Church that will 
pinpoint beliefs and practices. 

1. Is the church of Christ a denomination? 
2. Do you believe that one should join the church 

of his choice? 
3. Can one be saved and go to heaven without 

being a member of the church, the body of Christ? 
4. Is one saved by grace at the point of faith be

fore and without other works of obedience? 

5. Is baptism (immersion) essential to being 
saved? 

6. Is "Baptist baptism" in harmony with the New 
Testament? 

7. Are there many Christians in all denomina
tions? 

8. Is it sinful to use instrumental music (either 
live or recorded) in worship any where or at any 
time? 

9. Are Baptists, Methodist, Pentecostals and oth
ers accepted in full fellowship and in the work of the 
congregation? 

10. Does the congregation participate in union 
services at Easter? 

11. Is it a requirement to sing without books and 
flash the songs on a screen? 

12. Is using a screen a way to allow swaying, per
mitting more clapping, and hope the Holy Spirit will 
come? 

13. Do you believe the Holy Spirit gives a Chris
tian special directions and guidance in living and doc
trine in addition to the Bible? 

14. Are you ashamed or embarrassed to use the 
name of Christ with the church? Is the Community 
Church a church of Christ? 

15. Do women give testimonials saying what is on 
their heart? Do women lead in prayer in small 
groups? 372 Mill St. 

Henderson, 1N 38340 
~ 

Metroplex Finn Foundation Lectureship 

Friday, May 9 

"The Faith in the 21st Century" 
-May 9-11, 1997-

7:00p.m ............................ Contending for the Faith •.................•.............•••...•••...•••••....•..•.••••.•..•••• Jerry Moffitt 
8:00p.m •.•••.............•.••...... Faith and Works ..........•..................•.•..........•..••...•.•..••.•....••...••••••..•...•..••. Dave Miller 

Saturday, May 10 
9:00a.m ............................. First-century Faith in the 21st Century ................................................ J. J. Carroll 

10:00 a.m .••.••.••........•.......••.• Can Liberalism Coexist with Faithl ............................................ Owen Cosgrove 
2:00p.m ••••..................••...• Faith and Fellowship ...••........•.•..•••............•.....•.••••...••••••••..••..•••••••••..•.•••••• Ken Hope 
3:00 p.m ............................ The Limits of Love .................................................................................. Gary Colley 
7:00p.m .......•••...........•...... Salvation by Grace Through Faith ........................................................ Jim Dobbs 
8:00 p.m ............................ Holding the Mystery of the Faith ....................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Sunday, May 1-1 
9:30 a.m ............................. Results of Denying the Faith ........................................................... Randall Morris 

10:30 a.m ............................. Faith in Worship ...................................................................................... Burt Groves 
7:30 p.m ............................ Faith in the Bible ................................................................................ Eddie Whitten 
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Southern Baptist Woes 
By Wayne Jackson 

There is a huge controversy stirring amongst 
the Southern Baptists these days. They have a 
maverick who is giving them a good deal of 

trouble. H is name is R. Kirby Godsey. Godsey is the 
president of one of the Southern Baptist Church's 
largest colleges, Mercer University in Macon, Geor
gia. The professor has written a book titled: When 
We Talk About God ... Let's Be Honest. Therein he 
raises the issue: Was Jesus God? He answers it in the 
negative. He says that Jesus was neither a divine be
ing nor was he a prophet. He argues that Christ came 
to point men toward God, bur that he himself was 
nor deity. He says the Christian faith is about "fol
lowing Jesus," but "not worsh iping him." 

All of these notions, of course, flatly contrad ict 
the Bible. But what does Godsey care? He declares 
that the Bible is not an infallible book, God is not 
omnipotent, the doctrine of the "Trinity" is fa lse, ere. 

As suggested above, this has caused quite a mael-
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Lesson 4: God's Plan For A Strong Church 
Lesson 5: God's Recipe For Good Thoughts 

Published By 

Lambert Book House, Inc. 
Call1 -800-551 -8511 For Your Closest Bookstore 

strom among Baptists. Accord ing to a recent article 
in The Nashville Tennessean (December, 25, 1996), 
Godsey has been chastised by Georgia Baptist offi
cials. Many Baptist ministers have written letters 
castigating him for his false views, and, last Septem
ber, Godsey's book was pulled from the shelves of all 
sixty-three Baptist book Stores. 

Now the curious thing about all of that is this: 
none of these Baptist clergymen believes that Godsey 
can be lost for advocating these heretical notions. He 
can't get vile enough to "fall from grace." Charles 
Stanley, former president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, has argued that a child of God can com
pletely abandon his faith (as Godsey has done), and 
still, he canno t lose his salvation (Eternal Security: 
Can You Be Sure?, Chapter 10). An apostate Baptist 
can get so rotten that his book is banned from Baptist 
book stores, but he won't be banned from heaven! If 
that isn't a fine mess. Apparently, according to this 
dogma, the Lord has lower standards than members 
of the Southern Baptist fe llowship. Something is 
dreadfully wrong with the doctrine of once-saved, 
always-saved. 

P. 0. Box 55265 
Stockton, CA 95205 

(Editor's note: Amen, brother Jackson, Amen. My 
question is: Do we have the same flaw in the brother
hood? There are those among "us" who say that be
cause of grace we do not have to obey all of God's 
commands, and, besides, if we disobey, there is auto
matic, unconditional forgiveness. This boils down to 
once saved always saved -Dobbs.) 
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Spiritual? 
By Roelf Ruffner 

The term spiritual is much bandied around 
today. It is used biblically when speaking of 
things pertaining to the teaching of the Holy 

Spirit. But even the world has taken a shine _to this 
term and is saying things like "we need to be more 
spiritual." News commentators talk about "spiritual
ity., 

Spirituality Not Found Outside of Christianity 
God made man a reasoning creature. Our world is a 
moral wasteland. Many people live empty lives be
cause of indulgence to the flesh and a pandering to 
the senses. Some have reached within themselves to 
find some meaning in their lives. They turn to New 
Ageism (mediums, yoga and mysticism). What they 
find titillates their emotional needs but brings no 
peace of mind. Paul wrote of such things as "will wor
ship" (Col. 2:23). 

Such people have given up on the King of the 

Nearly 20 years in existence .. . and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 

D. L. Woods Publications 
4625 Virginia Drive 

Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 
Phone (601) 895-8437 
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Universe and scurry about in the darkness of their 
own "wisdom." The Bible calls such people fools. 
"Because that, when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thankful; but became 
vain in their imaginations and their foolish heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they be
came fools" (Rom. 1:21-22). 

Jehovah teaches us that there are two spiritual 
realms in this universe - the kingdom of heaven and 
the kingdom of the devil. One is either in God's king
dom, or in wickedness (1 John 5:19). Those outside 
of God do not love truth (2 Thess. 2:1 0-12). They 
have allowed the "god of this world" to blind them to 
the gospel (2 Cor. 4:4). 

"Beware lest anyone cheat you through philoso
phy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of 
men, according to the basic principles of the world, 
and not according to Christ" (Col. 1:8 NKJV). 

What Is Spiritual? 
We live in a subjective age - where feelings are the 
guide. Pentecostalism involves the idea that the Holy 
Spirit operates directly on people today - that the 
nine miraculous gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
are avai lable now. It does not matter that the Bible 
says these gifts have been done away (1 Cor. 
13:8-10; Jude 3). Misguided, excitable people con
vince themselves that their emotions- the religious 
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hysteria they promote - are caused by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Christianity is objective. Christians base their 
faith on the word of God. We can understand the 
words of the Bible. "Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim. 
2:15). 

Pentecostalism supplants Bible teaching with 
emotions. The Lord received authority from the Fa
ther and in turn passed on that authority to the 
apostles (Matt. 16:18-19). Christ told the apostles 
that after he ascended into heaven he would send the 
Holy Spirit who would guide them into "all truth" 
Gohn 16:13-14). The truth they taught and wrote 
was confirmed by the Holy Spirit (Mark 16:20; He b. 
2:3-4). When some try to use the Bible to confirm 
their "gifts" rather the gifts confirming the Bible, 
they desert Christ and his apostles and become their 
own authority. 

The so-called spirituality of Pentecostalism is 
vanity. Hand waving, babble, foot stomping, pew 
jumping, aisle rolling, holy laughter, and dancing ap
peal to the flesh- not the Spirit. "For the mind of 
the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit is life 
and peace; because the mind of the flesh is enmity 
against God, neither indeed can it be: and they that 
are in the flesh can not please God" (Rom. 8:6-8). 
"Let all things be done decently and in order" (1 Cor. 
14:40) 

Spirituality Is Obedience to the Oracles of God 
The spiritual are the humble souls who obey God's 
commands. It is strange how many in the religious 
world have stood spirituality on its head. Spirituality 
is reason (Rom. 12: 1). Spiritual (reasonable) service 
is emotion produced by a rational response to revela
tion. It is balanced. 

Spirituality is not run amuck, out of control, 
slam-bang, do-what-you-will, wide open, no-holds
barred emotionalism. How sad it is to see otherwise 
good people mistake spirituality for raw and un
bridled passion. 

Spirituality, in its deepest sense, is submission to 
him who learned obedience by his suffering and be
came the author of eternal salvation to those who 
obey him (He b. 5:7 -9). Disobedience is carnality; 
obedience is spirituality. 

P.O. Box 278 
Chillicothe, TX 79225 
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Madisonville Church of Christ 

Bible lectureship 
-April26-27, 1997-

Angels, Demons, and Other Spirit Beings 

Saturday, April 26 
9:00 a.m ....... The Nature of Angels ................................. Paul Sain 

1 0:00 a.m ....... The Nature of Demons ....................... Glenn Colley 

11 :00 a.m ....... What About Demon Possession 
and Exorcism? ....................................... Keith Mosher 

2:00p.m ....... Open Forum 

3:00p.m ....... Do You Have A Guardian Angell ............................ . 
.......................................................... William Woodson 

4:00p.m ....... Was jesus the First Angel? ..................... Jeff Archey 
7:00p.m ....... Congregatonal Singing 

7:30p.m ....... Satan: His Origin, Mission and Destiny ................ . 
...................................................................... Curtis Cates 

Sunday, April 27 
9:30 a.m ....... Famous Angels of the Bible ................... Jeff Archey 

1 0:30 a.m ....... The Demons also Believe ......... William Woodson 

Madisonville Church of Chrust 
1035 N. Main St. • Madisonville, KY 42431 

(502) 821-3544 

Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ. 

Subscribe to 
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for news about the health of other members. Sub
scribers help each other pay their medical bills. 
It's very economical! Note: This Is not an Insur
ance company. 

As a subscriber, other newsletter subscribers will 
help you pay your medical bills, and you can do 
the same for them. Your gift is sent directly by 
you, not CSN, to the subscriber who has had a 
medical emergency. 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing Newsletter 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-BOQ-2888-2044 
The plan has been in effect and working for going 
on 4 years. 1400 individuals are already partici
pating and loving it. Let us hear from you todayl 

The CSN is NOT an insurance company. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Disregard for Wllatlife? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

In the December 20, 1995, edition of the Com
mercial Appeal was an article entitled, Puppy's 
Killer Gets 9 Years in Prison. The article told of 

an incident in Miami, Florida, of a man who killed a 
puppy because its barking woke him up. His method 
of execution was cruel. ''Allen Laboy showed total 
disregard for life when he slammed the 2-month-old 
puppy's head on a sidewalk on August 4, 1994." Cir
cuit Judge Stanford Blake said, "Laboy blamed his 
actions on cocaine and alcohol. He was sentenced to 
five years for cruelty to animals." 

The June 6, 1996, Commercial Appeal carried an 
item from Reuters News Service dateline London. 
VIA drug company will hand over 10 laboratory rats 
to an animal rights group instead of tossing them into 
an incinerator. 

The rats, dubbed the 'Crawley 10' had been 
destined for the incinerator after Swedish
American Pharmacia-Upjohn closed irs plant in 
rhe south England town. But a campaign by an 
animal rights group obtained a reprieve for rhe 
rats. This unprecedented decision is an impor
tant advance for animal rights in this country, 
campaigner Richard Tassell said. 

The handover wi ll rake place Friday in a dis
creet ceremony at the defunct Crawley plant, 
after which the animals wi ll be distributed ro 
their new 'godparents,' a press release said. 

Society battles to save the rats while at the same 
time killing the unborn and nearly born children ! 

A stiff penalty is given to anyone who kills an 
eagle. When the Make-A-Wish Foundation arranged 
for a terminally ill boy to travel to Alaska to hunt 
bear, the animal rights activists rose up in holy hor
ror. When fur coats go on sale, demonstrations 
against the killing of animals protest with force. 
Some activists even censure the killing of animals for 
food. (Wonder how long it will be before someone 
objects to the killing of plants for food!) 

Every year thousands of babies are aborted be
cause they are unwanted. Legally millions have been 
murdered since the infamous Roe vs. Wade. No pun
ishment is meted out because the Supreme Court has 
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said this is okay. After all, it is only a 
human fetus! And surely it should 
be the mother's right to choose to 
kill the baby. 

Kevorkian has assisted termi
nally ill and elderly people to kill 
themselves. He sets the scene for 
them to do the deed, but he is guilty 
of assisted murder. 

Nonetheless, he has been acquitted each time he 
has been brought to trial. 

Disrespect for life? But just whose life is being 
disrespected? Respect is certainly not extended to 
human life! We are now reaping the fruit of years of 
cultivating evolution and humanism in our educa
tional system. How long will it be before America 
wakes up to the fact that we have lost sight of the 
meaning of life? How long before Bible believers 
unite in a move to restore respect for human life? 

"Righteousness exalteth a nation: bur sin is a re
proach to any people" (Prov. 14:34). History shows 
that the quickest way to destroy a nation is to kill 
belief in God and promote disrespect for human life. 
America is on her way. P. O.Box 464 

Ripley, TN 36063 
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Fifth Annual 
Southeastern Pennsylvania 

Firm Foundation 
Lectureship 

-April20-23, 1997-

·"God's Book'' 
Sunday, April 20 

9:30 a.m ......................... Training Men to Preach It ................................................... Emanuel Daugherty 
10:30 a.m ......................... How We Got It ..................................•......•.•........................ Emanuel Daugherty 
7:00 p.m .•......••.••............ Congregational singing 
7:30 p.m ......................... Brings Peace of Mind in a Troubled World ................................ Ken Chumbley 

Monday, April 21 
9:00 a.m ......................... Never Grows Old ...........................................•.•.•...•........•........ Emmitt Channell 

10:00 a.m ......................•.• Reveals the World Beyond the Grave ....................................... Ken Chumbley 
11:00 a.m ....•.................... What It Can Do for You .............................................................••..••• Jody Apple 
1 :30 p.m ......................... A Message for All the World ........................................................ Perry Cotham 
2:30 p.m ......................... Defines the Body of Christ ................................................. Emanuel Daugherty 
6:30 p.m ......................... Congregational singing 

7:00 p.m •........................ The Foundation for Family Values .......................................... Randy Chapman 
8:00 p.m .......•......••...•..... How Jesus Used It ..................................................................... Warren Kenney 

Tuesday, April 22 
9:00 a.m ..........•.•.....•...... Our Authority in Religion ................................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

10:00 a.m ..•.................•.... Its Incomparable Ethics ............................................................... Eddie Whitten 
11:00 a.m ........•.•.............. The Roadmap from Earth to Heaven ...................................... Randy Chapman 
1:30 p.m ......................... And Mental Health .........................................•..................•......... Warren Kenney 
2:30 p.m ......................... Reveals God's Plan for Human Redemption ...........•................. Lon Mohundro 
6:30 p.m ......................... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m ......................... Our Greatest Source of Comfort ....................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
8:00 p.m ......................... Its Scientific Wealth and Accuracy .......................................... Lindell Mitchell 

Wednesday, April 23 
9:00 a.m .....•...•...•........... Gives Us Help in Financial Matters .......................................... Lindell Mitchell 

10:00 a.m .........•.........•.•... Its Historical Accuracy ................................................................. Eddie Whitten 
11:00 a.m .•................•...... Why I Believe It ................................................•.•.....•...•..•• H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
1 :30 p.m ..............•.•........ Is to Be Shared with the Lost .......................................•...•............• Dave Cordry 
2:30 p.m ...............••........ Teaches Us How to Worship .....................................•.................... David Heater 
6:30 p.m ......................... Congregational singing 

7:00 p.m ......•.............•.... Given by Inspiration .................................................................•.•...... Jody Apple 
8:00 p.m ......................... Will Judge Us in the Last Day ...................................................... Eddie Whitten 

Coventry Hills Church of Christ 
1339 South Hanover Street • Pottstown, Pennsylvania 19465 • (61 0) 326-4028 

e-mail chcc@fast.net 
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Potpourri .•. 
0 ur many loyal readers continue to encour

age us with words of praise and apprecia
tion. Here is a brief sample: "Thank you for 

a great year of your excellent magazine ... I appreci
ate the Firm Foundation and can't understand why 
more Christians are not interested in knowing what 
is going on . . . Enclosed is my one year renewal . . . I 
appreciate your work in pointing out error, but it 
would be good if you could broaden your horizon ... 
Also, it would be good if some of your writers were 
more concerned about teaching a plain, simple gos
pel message than impressing readers with their mil
lion dollar vocabularies ... May I thank you for your 
efforts to expose false teaching in the church. Some 
consregations and preachers can yet be saved ... May 
God bless you in your good work ... Best wishes to all 
concerned with the good, old Firm Foundation. Keep 
the faith! ... Thank you for your efforts toward pres
ervation of the purity of the New Testament church 
... One thing you should point out is that Restoration 
leaders were not infallible. One of them could have 
said something that is not biblical. We are not com
mitted to men but to God." 

Such plaudits renew our determination to stand 
by the old paths. The advice given is always seriously 
considered, and we benefit from it. We attempt to 
improve each issue of the paper. We are much 
obliged to those we quote and all others who wrote. 

No lnemles 
You have no enemies, you say? 
Alas, my friend, the boast is poor; 
He who has mingled in the fray 
Of duty, that the brave endure, 
Must have made foes! If you have none, 
Small is the work that you have done. 
You've hit no traitor on ~he hip, 
You've dashed no cup from perjured lip, 
You've never turned a wrong to right, 
You've been a coward in the fight. 

- Charles Mackay 
We speak, of course, of the good fight of faith. 

lectureship 
0 The Southwest church, 8900 Manchaca Road, 

Austin, TX announces that their 16th annual South
west Lectureship will be held April13-16, 1997. The 
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theme is "The Churches of Christ Salute You." 
Speakers from several states will present good and 
relevant messages from the Bible. Plan to attend. 

Wrong Kind of lighting 
0 Ultimate Fighting, the no-holds-barred combat 

sport that has been drawing crowds - and stirring 
controversy - in cities across the country, is trying 
to break into the Big Apple. New York city and state 
officials barred Ultimate Fighting in 1995, but last 
year the state legislature legalized it. Despite the law, 
city mayor Rudy Giuliani has vowed to prevent a 
bout that is scheduled to take place in March. "This 
is people brutalizing each other," the mayor said 
(Sports Illustrated, Jan. 27, 1997). 

Anglicans 
0 According to the London Sunday Times Uan. 

26, 1997) a survey of 200 members of the Anglican 
clergy found that some could only remember two of 
the ten commandments passed down from God to 
Moses. Only 34 percent could give all ten command
ments. The London Sunday Times survey also 
showed two vicars did not believe in heaven, more 
than half believe there is life on other planets. 
Geoffrey Shilvock, from Wolverley, Worchester
shire, who could not remember all of the command
ments, questioned their prohibitive nature, saying, 
"The trouble is that they are very negative ... most 
people prefer a more positive approach." 

More than half of the Anglican preachers said 
they did not regard sex outside of marriage a sin; a 
third said homosexuality is not a sin. 

How Nice 
0 Pop-music star Madonna, on how she will train 

up her daughter, Lourdes, in the way she should go, 
said: "I want my daughter to read the Bible, but I will 
explain to her that these are stories people made up 
to teach people - it is not the rule." 

Madonna is not too different in her attitude to
ward the Bible than some professors and preachers. 

Bravo 
0 Wal-Mart refuses to sell debauched CDs and 

videos. A few other major corporations have opted 
against supporting MTV by withdrawing advertising 
from the program. It is slow but there maybe a crack 



in the dam and eventually the profane may be 
squeezed off the airways. 

Mother lartiJ 
0 A few eccentrics have begun to bow down and 

worship the earth under the banner of environmental
ism. The Louisville Courier-Journal Uan. 18) de
scribed such a service: "In the center of the table on 
a colorful cloth sat a clear pitcher of water, an earth
enware bowl filled with dirt, a burning candle, glowing 
red apples, and dried flowers. The seven people at the 
table shared memories of times they were outdoors 
and sensed a connection between God and earth. 

Evolution 
0 Cal Thomas (Los Angeles Times Syndicate, Jan. 

18) informs that John Paul II did not say evolution "is 
more than a hypothesis." Thomas explains that the 
English translation of John Paul's comments was in
correct. Z:Osservatore Romano, the official publica
tion of the Vatican, provided this translation of the 
key phrase in John Paul's address: "Today, almost 
half a century after the publication of the encyclical 
(Humani Generis) new knowledge has led to the rec
ognition of more than one hypotheses in the theory 
of evolution." 

I fake fhls Man? 
- 0 Paul Aungst from Mt. Vernon, Washington 

sent a clipping from the local paper, Skagit Valley 
Herald Uan. 10), announcing, "As one of his final 
acts, outgoing Gov. Mike Lowry is sponsoring legis
lation to authorize same-sex marriage." The newspa
per made this comment, "The bill is doomed in the 
Legislature, where the majority intends to pass a ban 
on same-gender unions." 

Confirmed 
OThe Abilene Reporter-News (Sat., Jan. 18) re

ported, "For example, all tenure-track, full-time pro
fessors at Abilene Christian University must be ac
tive members of the Church of Christ. The same 
goes for administrators. 'Obviously, our mission 
when hiring faculty is academic quality,' said ACU 
provost Dwayne Van Rheenen. 'But preserving our 
Christian mission and heritage is very important to 
us. It's something we don't want to lose.' Part-time 
instructors, visiting instructors, and similar positions 

Bible lnfonet 
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are required to be 'committed Christians,' although 
they don't necessarily have to come from a Church 
of Christ background," Van Rheenen said. 

frendy Sermons, Vacant Pews 
OThe Wall Street Journal Uan. 3) observed, 

"Over the past century, the so-called mainline 
churches (e.g., Episcopalians, United Presbyterians, 
United Methodists, Evangelical Lutherans) have di
verged further and further from Christian orthodoxy 
while losing parishioners in droves." 

As one Episcopal priest explains: "Every time we 
ordain someone who is not a heterosexual white 
male, we gain hundreds of new members." Except it 
doesn't work that way. The more heterodox -
multicultural, multidoctrinal - the churches be
come, the more members they lose, and yet they 
keep at it. 

A 1993 conference funded by the Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Lutheran and American Baptist churches 
"featured a veneration of 'Sophia, Creator God' ... 
and rites from other religions such as the American 
Indian tobacco ritual." 

Thomas C. Reeves, The Empty Church:.The Sui
cide of Liberal Christianity, says, it is usually the 
mainline elites who are guilty of such high jinks. 
What ordinary churchgoers perceive is that their 
leaders have ceased to accept the authority of Scrip
ture. 

"Weigh the benefits," writes Mr. Reeves: "Sun
day with the family at the beach or in church listen
ing to a sermon on AIDS; working for overtime 
wages or enduring pious generalities about 'dialogu
ing,' 'inclusiveness,' and 'sharing and caring'; study
ing for exams or hearing that the consolations and 
promises of the Bible are not 'really' or 'literally' 
true." As he summarizes the problem. "Liberal Prot
estantism ... has succeed in making itself dispens
able." 

The church is not far behind. 

Good for Chrysler 
0 Chrysler Corporation is under attack from gay 

rights groups because the company refuses to in
clude sexual orientation as part of its anti-discrimi
nation statements. Protesters picket daily outside 
Chrysler's Ann Arbor, Michigan, corporate head
quarters (Wall Street Journal, Oct. 28, 1996). 

Changing 
&l Churches whose leaders believe that worship 

should change to fit the demands of the culture 
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should brace themselves for the next step, which is 
already taking place in England. David Tomlinson in 
the English newspaper The Guardian, describes the 
approach to worship in his congregation. They hold 
their services on Tuesday nights in a pub. "These are 
invariably conducted in a relaxed atmosphere with 
people sitting around tables rather than in rows," he 
reports. "Smoking and drinking are permitted, there 
are no preachers, sermons or hymns, and the group 
decides what subject it would like to discuss." 

Let those who demand the church change con
template where it may lead - and has already gone 
in Jolly Old England. Change for the sake of change 
has no virtue; refusing to change because of ossified 
ignor~nce is a vice. We must change if the Bible re
quires it because the Bible pattern is supreme. If the 
teaching of scripture makes the change optional or a 
matter of expedience, then sanctified common sense, 
good manners, and effectiveness should decide. In 
any case, pressing an expedient to the point of divi
sion is sin, because division is sin. 

lneriancy 
0 George Butterfield, preacher for the Singing 

Oaks church in Denton, Texas wrote, "I do not be
lieve in inerrancy ... Sure is a shame that the Al
ptighcy God, through His Holy Spirit, is unable to 
preserve His own word through the centuries ... 
those who call themselves his [God's] children can
not even believe in God's ability to communicate. 
Trust Him to take care of our every need? Yes! Trust 
Him to save us? Yes! Trust Him to be true to His 
word? Nope ... since man is involved, it must be full 
of mistakes." 

Bellview 
0 The Bell view Church of Christ in Pensacola, 

FL, will hold their 22nd Annual Lectures June 7-11. 
The theme for this year will be Leadership. Thirty 
lessons will be presented by 28 gospel preachers. 
Video and audio tapes will record the lessons and a 
book containing all of the information will be pub
lished. The book will be available by the time of the 
lectures. 

Liberlils 
. 0 As long ago as the 1920s, the conservative 
Presbyterian theologian J. Gresham Machen drew 
censorious attention to the existence of two religions 
-liberal Christianity and the historic faith- dwell
ing beneath the same steeple. The image of two reli
gions has grown newly relevant in the Nineties. Tho-
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mas C. Reeves, The Empty Church, observes, "Re
quiring acceptance of the undiluted faith, long the 
practice in Christendom, would create a climate of 
exclusivity, mutual purpose, and community, and so 
would demands for purity of life." 

Liberals, let us remember, are a minority - a 
fact they prefer to conceal (National Review, Dec. 
11, 1996). 

Good Counsel 
0 Agitated parents should realize that young 

people shouldn't be spending so much time before 
the TV set whatever is on the screen. If we are wor
ried about our children's education, we should revive 
the ancient but now discarded custom of ... home
work. At least two hours per night (National Review, 
Dec. 31, 1996). 

Bizarre 
0 Williams College has become a nest of pro

gressive activity. From forcing women to use unisex 
toilets and showers (to make them "less self-con
scious about their bodies"), to compelling hetero
sexual students to declare themselves homosexuals 
in public (to appreciate how it feels), Williams has 
embraced Political Correctness like a desperate 
lover. Williams's admissions policy is ultra-affirma
tive-action, of course (National Review, Dec. 31, 
1996). 

McChurch 
0 Many evangelicals have been uncritically ac

cepting the thought-forms of popular culture, turn
ing worship into pop concerts, transforming sermons 
into pop psychology motivational seminars, and 
downplaying biblical doctrine in favor of feel
good theology lite. The Alliance of Confessing Evan
gelicals organized to address these issues held a sum
mit meeting this year, calling for re-emphasis on 
Christ, the Bible, faith, grace, and God (World, Jan. 
4, 1997). 

Quotes 
OJohn Roh, a resident at New York University 

Medical Center, reacting to a federal court ruling 
declaring physician-assisted suicide legal in New 
York State, said: "Most of us feel a little weird or edgy 
about killing people." 

0 "The wise do not believe in the resurrection of 
the dead . ... So everything from the Easter morning to 
the Ascension had to be made up by the groveling 
enthusiasts as part of their plan to get themselves 
martyred,, (Supreme Court Justice Antonio Scalia, 



discussing the unbelieving world's intellectual scorn 
for the followers of Jesus). 

t?l ''We know that progress will come if we focus 
more energy and resources on this issue" (Hillary 
Clinton in a Bolivia speech. Mrs. Clinton's "this is
sue" refers to U.S. taxpayers' money given to the In
ternational Planned Parents Foundation under the 
guise of family planning). 

til "There's nothing so exhilarating as being shot at 
and missed" (Winston Churchill). 

t?l Bill Gates, multi-billionaire owner of Mi
crosoft on his avoidance of religion: "just in terms of 
allocation of time resources, religion is not very effi
cient. There's a lot more I could be doing on Sunday 
morning." 

More on Perverts 
t9l Wolfhart Pannenberg, professor of theology at 

the University of Munich, has this to say about the 
church and homosexual behavior: 

Those who urge the church to change the 
norm of its t eaching on this matter must know 
that they a re promoting a schism. If a church 
were to let itself be pushed to the point where 
it ceased to treat homosexual activity as a de
parture from the biblical norm, and recognized 
homosexual unions as a personal partnership 
of love equivalent to marri age, such a church 
would stand no longer on biblical ground but 
against the unequivocal witness of Scripture 
(Christianity Today, Nov. 11, 1996). 

[F]or that they exchanged the truth of God 
for a lie, and worshipped and served the crea
ture rather than the Creato r, who is blessed for 
ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up 
unto vile passions: for their women changed 
the natural use into that which is against na
ture: and likewise also the men, leaving the 
natural use of the woman, burned in thei r lust 
one toward ano ther, men with men working 
unseemliness, and receiving in the mse lves that 
recompense of their error which was due. And 
even as they refused to have God in {their) 
knowledge, God gave them up unto a repro
bate mind, to do those things w hich are not fit
ting (Rom. 1 :25-28). 

Life or Death 
til Charles Krauthammer, Chicago Tribune U an. 

13, 1997) tells of a mother (50) in the Dutch city of 
Assen, after the deaths of her two sons, one by sui
cide and the other by cancer, who requested her doc
tor to help her die. He did it by giving her lethal pills. 
The Dutch Supreme Court upheld the acquittal of 
the doctor. 

This is important because the U.S. Supreme 

Court on January 8, 1997, was asked to decide 
whether physician-assisted suicide should be legal in 
America as in Holland. The Dutch have decided that 
mental suffering is a basis for euthanasia. Will that 
eventually happen in the land of the free and the 
home of the brave? This very point is being consid
ered by the justices now deciding the future of eutha
nasia in America. 

til Douglas W Kmiec, a Chicago-Tribune reporter 
(thanks to Earl Davis for sending a copy of the paper), 
is of the opinion that the Court will decline to sanction 
assisted suicide - perhaps even unanimously. 

Christians believe in the value and dignity of hu
man life and should pray the U.S. Supreme Court 
will find in favor of life and against willful death. 

More tragic than elective physical-suicide is 
choosing spiritual-suicide, and more common, too. 
Moses wrote: "I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day, that I have set before thee life 
and death, the blessing and the curse: therefore 
choose life, that thou mayest live, thou and thy seed; 
to love Jehovah thy God, to obey his voice, and to 
cleave unto him; for he is thy life" (Deut. 30:19-20). 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism -

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman, and Jim Tittle 

• Literature and Campaigns: Ed Crookshank 
and Rod Rutherford 

• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 

• Bible Questions: David Amos and Roy J. Hearn 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 

Write: Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Call: Literature and Campaigns- (601) 895-9740 
Broadcasting- (601) 893-1015 

I};-
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: 
Brother Meador, what advice would you 
give on what to teach our young children 

about dancing. 

Answer: 
I remember my father's strong ad monition to 
me as a young boy: "Son, it is wrong for a 

Christian to dance." Many times over the years I 
have heard my father's words in the memory of my 
conscience - when I was in junior high and high 
school - when I was a college student - and as a 
young man. Today I look back with a son's loving 
gratitude to my father 's kindly appeal, and there is 
no doubt about it- my father was right! 

The surroundings and atmosphere associated 
with modern ballroom dancing do not contribute to 
Christian growth. 

A dimly lit room and a physical embrace does not 
usually promote chaste behavior. Darkness is some
times associated with sin and deception. Lustful 
people obsessively crave the faded lights and feverish 
atmosphere of the dance. They do so because they 
are lascivious. In such an environment they seek to 
freely express their prurient desires. They forget 
God. There is also associated with the modern dance 
the accompaniment of secular and sensual music 
which only adds to the sordid demeanor of the par
ticipants behavior (Eph. 5:1-12). 

The act of dancing is provocative and easily leads 
to promiscuity and immoral ity. 

The dim environment of the dance combined 
with either body contact, or slinking suggestive 
movements act as strong agents of enticement. Im
pure motives thrive in such an atmosphere. Such fits 
the biblical definition of "indecent" and is out of 
character for one professing the name of God's only 
begotten Son (Gal. 5 :19-21). 

Most of those who participate in dances are not 
seriously interested in the development of Christian 
character. 

Good people should understand the danger of 
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associating with sinful people. It is against the admo
nitions of God's Word (1 Cor. 15 :33-34). To be in a 
negative environment where alcohol and drugs have 
a part to play is wrong. And, the sexual promiscuity 
associated with dancing, coupled with the danger of 
communicable disease, should cause the child of 
God to avoid the dance. We must "cleanse ourselves 
from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting ho
liness in the fear of God" (2 Cor. 7:1) We must not 
conform but transform (Rom. 12:2). 

Director, Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Rd. 

Austin, TX 78748 

~ 
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SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

"Training Men to Preach Since 1978" 

One of the Most Comprehensive Bible Programs 
Available • Emphasizing the Verse-by-Verse 
Method of Bible Study • 72 Bible Courses Are Now 
Required for Graduation • Hebrew and Greek Lan
guage Study • Two Years of Course Work in Ex
pository Preaching • Two Years of Bible Research 
and Writing • Courses in Christian Doctrine • Two 
Courses in Debate Instruction • Course Work in 
Television Evangelism • Classes for Student Wives 

•New One-Year Graduate Program• 

For a free new catalog please contact: 
Joseph D. Meador, Director 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 • swsbs@aol.com 
A warm welcome awaits Incoming students/ 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per 
year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone {813) 446-4808. Sun. 

Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. {907) 10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or R. Davidson, minister. 

Andrew L. Laux (90~)~~4~!7007 Crystal River/Lecanto area- Lecanto Church of 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
99701. (907) 456-4~2.1; • • Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 637-6234 or (904) ~9!:6_1?8. 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
373-5583 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 

- Alabama - 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
{904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. {205) 778-8961 or Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
778-8955 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only minister. 

1 block from Exit 76 off I-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
553-0546. Robert McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 

- Arizona - 665-8060. Home of Florida School of 

Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

Preaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church" of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., !'~~· _7.:30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872)~ •••• 

- California - Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
a.m., Max R. Crumely Sr.; preacher {408) 244- 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655- (407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 
0388. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) ..... 

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

- Louisiana -
Morgan City - 8th and Clothelde Street Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1756, 70380. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (504) 384-5383. 
Cornelius C. Abbott III, preacher. 

-Michigan-
Garden City {suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) ?~2;~8.4, 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30 a.m. 
Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Se~enth St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., ~e.d~? p.m. (417) 334 3866. 
Farmington- Sunny View Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. · 

-Nebraska-
Omaha- Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

-Nevada-

Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local conta':t _<~1.01278-9592. 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 210 .F'!"/ .'t<! on Altadena Dr. 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, Boulder City- Boulder City Church of Christ, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

ceatral 
Cauaca OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Aurora {Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423 

Sebastian- 1045 Main" St~ Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 Hardey Simmons, minister. 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. - North Carolina -

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 ~-~; P;1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest 
Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundati~'! ~c!Ureship. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near ~P~f~·. (513) 252-9444. 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies, ( 405) 732-1 OS 0 or 
739;.0705. 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOt McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill, ~!n_is.t~r. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, ~!n}s!~r, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., 
between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65- 25 miles 
north of Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, 
evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, 
643-1021, 643-9404. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar B;y~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web. wt.net/-dgal 

Denton - Pearl Str~;t· Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7;3.0.J:!·'!l· 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Ch~;ch •of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs~ J!r~~c~er. 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m; ~~n~~ll Mitchell, minister. 
Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. . . . . . 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Mille~·.e~~n.gelist. 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, nS31. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

We recommend 

Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-n76. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Se~i~~s !n. English and Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, pre~c~~r;. 
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (2!~>. ~9.4-2499. 

Schertz- Church of Christ, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. ..... 
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton- Hampto~ ·ch~;ch of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mileS. 1-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 5 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) ~3.8:~4~6 • 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 

• Sermons That Save by Robert R. Taylor Jr. ....................................................................... $7.95 

• Among the Scholars by David Hester ................................................................................ $6.95 
• Creation Compromises by Bert Thompson ...................................................................... $10.95 

• Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals by William Woodson and J. E. Choate ........... $18.95 

• The Eternal Kingdom by F. W. Mattox ............................................................................. $11.00 

• Change Agents and Churches of Christ by William Woodson .......................................... $6.95 

These are excellent books to add to your own library. They make wonderful glftso 

Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. 
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CLASSIFIED 
Our Restoration Heritage. $10 each or all five 
for $4S. 4325 SE Dr., Steubenville, OH 43952-
3353. (614) 266-2669 or rushmore@weir.net; 
www .Bible-InfoNet.orglrushmore/ 

Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send all correspondence to Firm Founda
tion, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads 
must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be 
canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Book: The Compelling Power of the Cross by John 
Hobbs. Designed for class study. $8.00 postage 
paid. 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606 

Study NT Greek by correspondence. Write Dr. 
John Hobbs, 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 
79606 

Miscellaneous 
Preachers Wanted 

Rural church needs preacher well grounded in 
the truth. Age 45 up. Congregation of 70-80 
members. 3-BR home, utilities paid. 12 miles east 
of Camden, AR. Call Roland Nichols (SOl) S74-
223S or Bob McClendon (SOt) S74-0707. 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of 
Christ, 1140S Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or 
phone (303) 841-7S94 or (303) 799-4664. 

Minister wanted: Small country congregation of 
approximately 3S-40 members, seeking a sound, 
conservative, retired minister. Must have partial 
support. Contact William L. Hettick (601) 289-
7S36 after 6:00 p.m. or weekends, for the Nile 
Church of Christ, RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, 
Mississippi 29051. 

Minister wanted for established congregation of 
appr. 200. The Carlisle Church of Christ in 
Carlisle, PA is seeking a full-time 2nd man to 
work with present minister in preaching and 
teaching. Must be biblically and fundamentally 
sound in the scriptures. Must also be evangelistic 
minded with a strong desire for church growth. 
Position tentatively available in January 1998. 
Please send r~sum~ and videotape or audio tape 
of a recent sermon (video preferred) to David 
Jester, 2nd Man Selection Committee Chairman, 
1011 Harriet St., Carlisle, PA 17013. 

Minister needed: Congregation of 80 in SE Texas 
Panhandle. Established church; all ages; town of 
17SO. Comp. inc. salary and 3-BR house. Send 
r~sum~ to Church of Christ, Box 247, Paducah, 
TX 79248. Call Randall Ryan (days) (806) 492-
2009. (nights) (806) 492-2240. Fax (806) 492-
3698. Email byfell@juno.com 

Seeking sound, conservative minister for a North 
Texas congregation. Attendance approximately 

Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be a 
self-starter, and sound in the Faith. Salary 
negotiable. Send r~sum~, references, and video 
or audio tape to elders, Forrest Park Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 2331, Valdosta, Georgia 31604. 

Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send r~sum~ and 
video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and intro 
of family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 
Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667-
6708. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher (60) married, retiring from secular work, 
June 1, 1997, desires to relocate in Michigan. 
Graduate of Memphis School of Preaching. For 
r~sum~: Donald Finney, 6095 N. County Line 
Rd., Alma, Ml 48801 (517) 463-8523. 

For Sale 
POWER Lectureship Books: The Two Covenants 
(1996 Lectureship) $14.00. The Major Prophets 
(199S) $14.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) 
$10.00. The Providence of God (1989) $13.00. 
Order from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671 . (601) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping & handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 1S9 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 
38340. We also buy religious books and libraries. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? (1994)- $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-

Attention School of Preaching Graduates! Earn 
your bachelor's degree without leaving your 
present ministry. No tuition! J.J. Turner, Director, 
Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. 
Lamar St., Denver, CO 80227, (800) 766-4641 

Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

Missionary, Great Britain - Missionary family 
of 4 looking for support for work in the for
gotten Mission Field, following graduation 
from Bear Valley Bible Institute in june. 
Conducted survey mission in summer of 1996. 
The fields are indeed white! Barry A. McDaniel, 
BVBID, 2707 S. Lamar, Denver, CO 80227. 
email 104727.3677@compuserve.com 

SaveZO% 
• My Wonderful Salvation 

by Harvey Childress .............................. $2.50 

• Church-Sponsored Missions 
by Phillip W. Elkins ................................ $3.00 

• Sanctification and the Christian 
by Jeanette Kee .................................... $4.00 

• The Witnesses Jehovah 
by Dewey Fogerson ............................... $4.00 

• The Ten Commandments, Yesterday 
and Today by Burton GoHman ••••.••••••••• $4.50 

• Putting the Pearls In Place 
by 8/// Stewart .•.•.•.•...•.••.••••••••••.•...•.••••••• $4.00 

2504, (210) 696-SS32. 100. Salary based on experience and education. PleaBBBBndnomoney. 
Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1037, Reproducible Bible Class Books for Adults by We will bill you the sale prlt:B plus shipping. 
Pottsboro, TX 7S076 Louis Rushmore: Cost of Discipleship, Spirit 

S · d B'bl G h Ch h D' · Firm Foundation • 1·800·572·3619 
Retired conservative preacher needed for ~u-m~m_a_n_ze~·~•~e~_e_o_g_ra_p~y-'~-u-rc~~•-v_•n_e_,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
congregation of approx. 2S. Call or write: Ed 
Spomer, P.O. Box S66S, Cheyenne WY 82003. 
(307) 634-3027 

Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 450 
members in South Georgia, very active in World 
Missions, and local church program seeks a man 
to work in a multiple role with our Family Life 

"Seek and Ye Shall Find" 
The best opportunity rve found in so years 

to earn money and enjoy my work. 
Perhaps you can also. Let's talk about it. 

Call free 1-800-708-6237. 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or 

refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a 
matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 
Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3·4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 
Inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that in most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. 
In the event of major chanoes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank voul 
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Available from the Firm Foundation 

My GOD and I 
1997 Vacation Bible School Series 

The aim of this series is to firmly establish the supreme authority of God as the creator and ruler of the 
universe and all that is in it. Lessons contain help for basic values useful in establishing a pattem for 
righteous living. Stories about great Bible characters illustrate these principles. as well as application of 
them to our lives today. 

Lesson 1: My World and I - Psalms 8; 19:1; 90, 92 
Aim: To teach that God is the God of science and nature; that He is the Creator God 

whom all the world obeys. 
Lesson 2: My Bible and 1-2 Kings 22:1-23; 2 Chronicles 34:1-35 

Aim: To establish the authority of the scriptures as the Word of God. 
Lesson 3: My Family and I - Genesis 12; 21; 22; 24; 1 Samuel 2:3 

Aim: To teach the authority of the home and the church, with Christ being the head of both. 
Lesson 4: My Neighbor/Country and 1-1 Samuel16:17-18; Romans 13:8-10 

Aim: To teach that God wants us to love, appreciate, and obey our community helpers 
and civil government. 

Lesson 5: My God and 1-Esther, chapters 1-3 
Aim: To teach personal responsibility to serve others, as we serve God. 

Nursery- Adults 
Student Workbooks • Teacher's Manual • Visual Aids • Supplementary Supplies 
(revised by the Firm Foundation) 

Order your sample kits today! • $28.95 per kit 

Firm Foundation • 1-800-572-3619 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 210876 
BEDFORD, TX 76095-7876 

Address correction requested 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Dallas, TX 

Permit No.1863 



FIR 
FOUNDATION 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1997 

II Vol. 112 Houston, Texas o May 1997 No. sjj 

Organizing (Outlining) the Sermon-1 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

AKentucky mountaineer was renowned for his 
shooting prowess. All over the hills trees ex
hibited his marksmanship- bullet holes in the 

dead center of small white circles drawn on the tree. 
An admirer of his persistent precision asked how he 
was always able not only to hit the bull's-eye, but al
ways able to hit it dead center. The sharpshooter re
plied, "I just shoot the tree and then draw the circle 
around it." Many a sermon has been organized in the 
same manner - "I just shoot at the hearers and then 
draw a circle around wherever it hits." 

Like the mountaineer marksman, an unorganized 
sermon fires without aim or purpose and then draws 
a circle around whatever it hits. Even superior sermon 
content does not guarantee a good sermon; it takes 
proper organization to accomplish its purpose. It is 
the purpose of organization (the outline) to provide 
the best possible method of getting the thesis of the 
sermon to come alive in the minds of the hearers. 
Without proper organization, the sermon becomes at 
best a lecture. Biblical facts become blinders instead 
of lenses helping us to see the glory of God. People can 
starve to death while we read the list of ingredients on 
a loaf of bread! 

Organization is the aspect of sermon preparation 
that is the real measure of the preacher's devotion to 
the duty of preaching. Sermon ideas fall like rain upon 
those who are students of God's Word, observers of 
God's world, and lovers of God's people. More mate
rial for each idea can be gathered in a short time than 
can be used in even a long sermon. It is then that the 
hardest work begins- organizing the sermon. Put 

differently, after the carpenter has gathered his mate
rials, the time-consuming task of building begins. The 
materials can be thrown together without regard to 
plumb or square, and without aim or purpose, or they 
can be carefully assembled according to the blueprint 
to produce a beautiful edifice. 

Proper organization keeps the preacher from be
ing a slave to his notes. It is far easier to remember 
thoughts that are related in a logical and orderly fash
ion. If the preacher cannot remember what he wants 
to say long enough to say it, how can he expect his 
hearers to remember it longer than it takes to hear it? 

Proper organization helps the sermon by bringing 
clarity to it. If the subject matter is unclear in the 
preacher's mind and disorganized in presentation, 
how can the preacher expect his hearers to get a clear 
understanding? 

Proper organization helps the hearers to remem
ber what has been said and to carry away the sermon's 
idea from which they derive sustenance for their souls 
and support in their struggles. 

Lack of organization robs the preacher of cred
ibility. "He is disorganized" is the preacher's kiss of 
death. His hearers have concluded that he is either 
unable to organize his thoughts or is too busy - or 
worse yet, too lazy- to do so. In the former case they 
are frustrated; in the latter case they are angry. In ei
ther case they have lost their willingness to listen. 

108 80 Memorial 
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Editorial 

0 Worship the King 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The technique used by many liberals in at
tempting to discount sacred scripture as 
authoritative and substitute human opin

ion or subjective feeling as a standard is to ere
are a quagmire of confusion. This is sometimes 
done by appealing to little known authors of an
tiquity, or to wrongheaded scholarship, or fuzzy 
thinking presented as logic. Whatever the 
scheme the end result is doubt that leads to un- "--~~,___;__;_u 

belief- and unbelief is the bowels of liberalism. 
The presentation will be shot-through with expressions like 

"in my opinion ... it seems to me ... this suggests ... it appears that 
possibly ... it could have been." Usually the person offering his far
out and unique inventions, will speak in a manner that leaves the 
impression that he is an authority in his own right and will hand 
down decisions as if they came from the summit of Sinai. He be
comes an oracle seeking to displace the divine oracle. 

Hippolytus, Irenaeus, Clement and Tertullian were not in
spired and what they wrote does not surpass scripture. It may or 
may not be interesting to read their writing and consider their rea
soning, but they are set aside when what they say contravenes rev
elation. You can go to heaven and never read anything these "early 
church fathers" may have written, but you cannot go to heaven 
without the sanctifying truth of God's Word Uohn 17: 17). 

The same thing goes for theologians of every age. I don't care 
how bright they are, or how curious their pronouncements, if 
what they say does not agree with God's Word, they are wrong and 
the Bible is right. The Bible is clear, concise, and understandable. 
Still, it is possible for one to take plain statements of inspired rev
elation and wrest them to his own destruction (2 Pet. 3: 16). Some 
folks seem to make a career out of perverting the gospel. 

Worship is rife for wresting by those who seek to deprecate 
truth and cause distraction. The liberal game winds up in a preten
rious bog generaring doubt and disbelief. Some carriers of this mis
chief insist that washing feet and kissing are worship. This results 
in clouding the true meaning of worship and corrupting irs purity. 
The befuddled reasoning goes something like this: We [churches 
of Christ] are inconsistent because we do not practice the holy 
kiss but refuse ro play the fiddle in our worship services. In the 
brain of the advocate of this view this somehow justifies the piano 
in worship of God. It is a tortuous trail to adulterated worship. 

Those who make the argument are disingenuous because they 



do not practice the holy kiss nor foot washing in worship, neither 
do they insist the congregations where they attend do so. If the 
holy kiss is an item of worship (strange view), as is insisted by 
some, then it would be sin not to do it. If one is truly convinced 
that holy kissing is a part of the worship of the church, how can he 
sit silendy by and allow the congregation he attends to transgress 
this law of God. Basic honesty and love of right should compel 
such a one to press the matter until he has convinced every mem
ber of the congregation to observe the holy kiss as an item of wor
ship. Failure to do so leaves the distinct impression that there is an 
ulterior motive -which is bringing the brass band into the assem
bly of the saints. If kissing is an item of worship then contend for 
it, but don't cry "inconsistency" for the purpose of perverting 
pure worship in song by bringing in the saxophone. To say, "Incon
sistent, Inconsistent" smacks of thinking that two wrongs make a 
right. It is profidess hullabaloo. 

What Is Worship 

Still, it is worthwhile to teach the nature of pure and undefiled 
worship. Those advocating kissing as worship stir a senseless agi
tation, but the end result may help us to be reminded of what is 
involved in New Testament devotions and bring profit where mis
chief was meant. Once we understand what worship is, the idea of 
either holy kiss or foot washing being a part of worship will disap
pear - at least it will not trouble those who are committed to do
ing all things in the Bible way. 

Shelly, The Second Incarnation, gives a proper and good defini
tion of worship. In gathering up his statements we note the follow
ing: worship involves "knowing the greatness of God and the 
beauty of Jesus ... deliberate focusing on God ... principally in
tended for edification." In defining some of the Hebrew words for 
worship, Shelly says they mean "to serve God ... to bow down in 
reverence and humility before another." Of the New Testament 
words translated worship he says, "prostrating oneself (perhaps to 
kiss the ground) before the Holy God. It always denotes reverence 
shown to one who is superior ... to bend the knee ... to serve and 
signifies that God is due the devoted service of his creatures ... pi
ous, religious .•.. From this survey of vocabulary words for wor
ship, one infers that to worship God is to exalt him as the one 
above all others, to assign supreme worth to him .... In theological 
language, worship is the creature's acknowledgment of the 
Creator's transcendence." 

Shelly is wrong about a lot of things, but he is right about what 
the word "worship" means in the New Testament. 

Thayer, Strong, Vine, and Robinson agree with Shelly that the 
words translated worship in our English New Testament mean to 
concentrate on the Almighty Maker of man. The purpose and na
ture of worship is to exalt, laud, magnify, praise, and applaud the 
invisible and eternal One. It draws our attention away from earth 
and sets our affections on things that are above "where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God." Worship is to render religious 
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homage, to offer gifts to God in the observance of 
the rites instituted for his worship as an expression 
of profound reverence. It is to make obeisance, 
whether in order to express respect or to make sup
plication. 

We see the meaning of worship in the seraphim, 
"each one had six wings; with twain he covered his 
face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and 
said, Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts: the whole 
earth is full of his glory" (lsa. 6:2-3). They covered 
their feet in humility, and their faces in reverence, 
and were ever ready to serve God who is high and 
lifted up and whose train filled the temple. 

In the heavenly scenes all is worship and is di
rected to and concentrates upon God. The twenty
four elders and the angels do not turn their faces 
away from God to worship each other. To come be
fore the great white throne, the jasper wall, and the 
emerald rainbow and turn aside to greet fellow wor
shipers is rude. All worship, as Shelly says, focuses 
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on God and always "denotes reverence shown to one 
who is superior." It is "the creature's acknowledg
ment of the Creator's transcendence." 

Worship is due a Supreme Being. No human can 
know what is due an Infinite Being, unless he is told. 
If a person presumes to worship God in any way God 
has not authorized, that person is guilty of arrogant 
sin and overbearing pride (1 John 1:9). That is what 
is wrong with trying to insert mechanical instru
ments and kissing into Christian worship. 

"God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth" ijohn 4:24). To worship 
in truth is to follow the instructions of revelation and 
to do so absolutely. There is no other way for God to 
be worshiped. To disregard his rule-book is sacrile
gious and profane. To treat God's Word with con
tempt is to treat God with contempt. 

Worship must be only that which is due to a sov
ereign God. It must edify the worshiper. It must con
sist only of that which is clearly taught in the New 
Testament. 

The holy kiss is not worship. It is a greeting. Paul 
says so. It edifies no one. It is not something due a 
reigning God. It is not clearly taught in the New Tes
tament as worship. It is all right for saints to greet 
one another with a holy kiss if they desire to do so, 
but it is not an item of worship. To say at the close of 
a letter, "Salute (Greet) one another with a holy kiss" 
is a request and not a command. It is like saying, 
"Give my regards to your family." The five times the 
holy kiss is mentioned in the New Testament it oc
curs at the close of an epistle. It is a salutation - a 
polite expression of greeting or goodwill. It is op
tional. It is not a command. To attempt to promote 
this gesture to a law and an item of worship is sopho
moric. 

Foot washing is in order when it helps and ben
efits our fellow creature but it is not worship be
cause, like the holy kiss, it is directed to humans and 
not deity. 

Singing, praying, giving, the communion, and 
teaching all honor God and exalt his name,· edify the 
saints, and are clearly taught in the New Testament. 
To go beyond that and use an instrument to worship 
God, or inject a greeting of one another, such as a 
holy kiss, or making foot washing a condition of sal
vation is presumptuous arrogance, and goes beyond 
what is written so that the person who does so "hath 
not God." 

Bible lnfonet • http://www.bible-lnfonet.org/ 



God is high and lifted up. He is majestic and sepa
rate. True worship is to honor him by carefully follow
ing the instructions of his Word and, in the process, to 
improve one another. We worship with a meek and 
quite spirit. "For ye all can prophesy one by one, that 
all may learn, and all may be exhorted; and the spirits 
of the prophets are subject to the prophets; for God 
is not (a God) of confusion, but of peace. As in all the 
churches of the saints" (1 Cor. 14:31-33). "Let all 
things be done decently and in order." 

Deep respect for God and his Word resulting in 
praise and adoration of the Holy One, bowing before 
him in humility and awe, offering gifts and making 
requests, this is worship. It is done with a meek and 
quite spirit. 

To make a circus, to center on the crowd, to cre
ate confusion and pandemonium, to feign religious 
ecstasy, to bark and growl, to make a show is not 
worship of God. It may titillate the na'ive and excite 
the untaught but it does not honor God nor improve 
the creature. 

In worship we emulate the heavenly host: ''And I 

saw, and I heard a voice of many angels round about 
the throne and the living creatures and the elders; 
and the number of them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands; saying with a 
great voice, Worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain 
to receive the power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
might and honor, and glory, and blessing. And every 
created thing which is in the heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and on the sea, and all 
things that are in them, heard I saying, Unto him that 
sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb, be the 
blessing, and the honor, and the glory, and the domin
ion, for ever and ever. And the four living creatures 
said, Amen. And the elders fell down and wor
shipped" (Rev 5:11-14). 

0 Worship the King, all glorious above, 
And gratefully sing his wonderful love; 
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 
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The Peril of Pentecostalism 
By Bill Lockwood 

P entecostal religious organizations cover a wide 
field of various churches, sometimes harbor
ing contradictory beliefs within their own 

ranks, but each claiming to have special religious ex
periences which they mistakenly suppose to be 
authored by the Holy Spirit of God. "The Pentecos
tal experience may be defined as seeking and receiv
ing the gift of speaking in tongues as a sign of the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit" (Encyclopedia of Amer. 
Religions, Melton, vol. 1, p. 243). I state here, that 
the phenomenon of tongue-speaking is only a 
self-deception among them, for the Bible teaches 
that miraculous gifts, including this one, ceased after 
the first century. Besides, the tongues of the New 
Testament consisted of known languages, not charis
matic gibberish (the tongue talking I refer to later in 
this piece is not really so). It is my intention to dem
onstrate by fair reasoning and Scripture why such a 
belief as the above poses a danger - it is to lean 
upon a "broken reed." First, note the history of this 
movement; second, the hazard of such rash belief. 

History of Pentecostalism 
The first manifestation of tongue-talking in the mod
ern era occurred in 17th century France during state 
suppression of Protestants. In the 18th century the 
Quakers also believed in these manifestations of the 
Spirit. In the 1830s the Mormons, led by Joseph 
Smith, claimed miraculous gifts were worked 
through them. 

The current affair of tongues began in 1901 in 
Topeka, Kansas. Charles Parham, the director of a 
school, led his students on a search for the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. They concluded it was for today 
and on January 1, they claimed to have received it. 
From that day to this, Pentecostalism has become 
extremely popular in spite of the fact that their ad
herents have divided up into MANY different fac
tions, some of them holding contrary doctrines to 
one another. Consider: 

6 

All charismatic groups have been founded 
upon so-called revelations from God; but they 
are 1900 years too late to be the church of the 
Bible. 

Do Pentecostals, who claim to have the Spirit, 
accept such groups as the Mormons who pre-
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tend the same? Mormons are more consistently 
wrong than other charismatic groups because 
they teach that if signs are still occurring today, 
then twelve apostles must also still be living! As 
a matter of fact, if apostles, or miracles con
tinue now, Scripture is still being revealed! Will 
Pentecostals endorse Mormons? Why or why 
not? 

The splintering within Pentecostalism is fre
quently over points of doctrine. There is a vari
ety of Pentecostal groups, each claiming to be 
miraculously led by the Spirit, which teach a va
riety of doctrines contrary to one another. This 
alone proves that the Spirit is not the author of 
their excitement. Otherwise, the Spirit would 
be the author of confusion. 

Dangers 
A belief that miracles are performed today on earth 
endangers the soul who so believes it. First, simply 
because it is false doctrine. 

Jesus said the truth makes one free, not error. 
One aposde told a congregation that those who teach 
a different doctrine have "cut themselves off from 
Christ" (Gal. 5:1-4). A person cannot be saved who 
holds to error. 

Pentecostals believe that "tongue-speaking" is 
the evidence that they have the truth. The United 
Pentecostals say "tongue-speaking is the initial evi
dence of Holy Spirit baptism" and without tongues 
"you have not had the baptism" without which you 
cannot be saved. The harrowing hazard here is that 
when participants "come to themselves" and realize 
they have been duped, they suppose there is no foun
dation for faith at all. 

Most Pentecostals think that the miracles they 
claim today are the same as the apostles gave in the 
first century. When the discovery is made that the 
miracles are either faked or that they ·are not 
miracles at all, they may commit the blunder that the 
aposdes never did any real miracle either. Hence, the 
New Testament is without miraculous confirmation 
in their mind. 

There is also the acute danger in the modern 
"miracles" since the effect is to cause people to place 
more confidence in their own feelings than in the 
Word of God and thereby jeopardize their souls. Not 
only does the Bible teach that miracles have ceased, 



but the hyper-emotional nature of their meetings are 
designed to spark the emotions of individuals. I at
tended a meeting in Arkansas of this sort, and if the 
Spirit was the one causing the hopping and bopping 
and shouting amidst the blare of pop-style music on 
stage, then I must confess the Spirit does the same 
thing at any rock concert. With friends whirling you 
about, music reverberating through your very spine, 
preachers squeezing your head like a cantaloupe 
while shouting, "Receive the spirit," in your ear, 
hands clapping in beat, and bodies sweating, sway
ing, and swinging- it was a first-class emotional dis
play falsely called "movement of the Spirit." 

Those who participate in such scenes usually 
care not what passage of Scripture you may place 
your finger upon which teaches that miracles have 
ceased, their reliance is upon what they feel. 

John Sherrill, a popular Pentecostal writer, was 
even instructed: "It is not logic but an experience 

that lets us know who Christ is." (They Speak with 
Other Tongues, p. 2). He was further taught that 
"you can't approach Christianity through your mind 
or your intellect. Instead," he was told, "Say yes to 
Christ, accept him as your personal Savior, and take 
the leap of faith. Without understanding, without 
even knowing why, say 'Yes to Christ'" (p. 3). 

Pentecostalism destroys faith in the Christ of the 
Word, and insists that you disengage your mind, and 
makes you lean upon your own feelings. 

25 Cherrywood Circle 
Marshall, TX 75670 

(Editor's note: A reporter recently visited a Pente
costal type service called "The Toronto Blessing." It 
is put on at the Airport Church in Toronto. The article 
said, ''[O]thers responded to the prayer by yelling, 
grunting, yelping, screaming, coughing, twitching, 
doubling over with cramps or taking what looks like a 
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Nature of the Kingdom 
By Frank Chesser 

J esus depicted the kingdom as suffering "vio
lence, and the violent take it by force" (Matt. 
11:12). Jesus resisted the efforts of some to 

"take him by force, to make him a king" ijohn 6:15). 
Having misunderstood its spiritual nature, they were 
determined to compress the kingdom into their own 
materialistic mold, as a glorified extension of David's 
era. 

Similarly, premillennialism demands the resur
rection of David's physical kingdom and literal 
throne with Jesus wielding the scepter thereof for a 
millennium. Premillennialism is a diabolical system. 
It beats with a mechanical heart and is thus, the an
tithesis of the spiritual nature of the gospel. It is 
consumed with a physical people, war, kingdom, 
throne, and reign, while God's concern is with sin 
and redemption. It reduces the cross to an accident 
and the church to an afterthought. It is a model of 
human wisdom, and a monument to the physical 
senses. 

Practices within the church are robbing the king
dom of its spiritual nature and focus. In many in
stances, social functions have usurped evangelism as 
top priority. There is a time to meet, eat, and play, but 

the essence of the kingdom is not "meat and drink" 
(Rom. 14: 17). Some are intent on converting the 
church into a theater for entertainment purposes. 
Family Life Centers are human devices designed to 
appease the flesh. They have as much relation to the 
gospel, sin, salvation, worship, and instruction in righ
teousness as lightning bugs do to computers. 

Others seem determined to transform the church 
into a banking institution. They are more concerned 
with the interest on their COs than the salvation of 
sinners. Missionaries go begging while they hoard 
God's money in untouchable bank accounts. Some 
view the church as a fraternity for young people. 
They have supplanted the home with the church and 
burdened it with the responsibility of providing pre
ventive pleasures for youthful mischief. 

· The church is a spiritual institution with a three
fold duty to save the lost, edify the saved, and aid the 
needy. When sidetracked by interests that pertain to 
the flesh; it loses its power, purpose, and appeal. Let 
the church be the church. 

6273 Sycamore Dr. 
Montgomery, Alabama 3 6117 
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Neo-Jesus Movement 
By Earl Trimble 

The sixties saw a rebellion against the estab
lishment. The world heard the cry, "Jesus, yes 
•.. the church, no!" One could have a personal 

relationship with Jesus for successful living, it was 
thought. That is, one could know Jesus and enjoy a 
relationship with him existentially, beyond or outside 
of Scripture and the church. The drudgery of the 
church with all its trappings was viewed as being un
necessary and undesirable. 

Too, the idea one can have a personal association 
with the Holy Spirit and enjoy certain related ben
efits such as encouragement, inner strength and a 
knowledge of sonship with the Father has existed for 
many years, even among some members of the 
Lord's church. Denominationalists have had their in
fluence upon the church. 

Now there seems to be somewhat of a resur
gence of emphasis upon the idea of an existential, 
personal relationship with the Lord Jesus. During 
recent nationally televised sporting events some ath
letes on the winning teams have been interviewed 
who have credited the Lord Jesus for enabling them 
to accomplish remarkable knockouts, touchdowns 
and home runs against competing teams, as if Jesus 
were partisan and favors one sports team over an
other. 

Denominational composers have written most of 
the songs in song books used by the Lord's church. 
The catchy song, "Just A Little Talk With Jesus," 
seems to imply prayer being directed toward Jesus 
rather than being addressed to the Father. Some 
church members make unthoughtful remarks in 
Bible classes that Jesus assists us in direct and per
sonal ways in our attaining certain goals, accomplish
ing various tasks and in successfully living godly 
lives. 

True, Jesus mediates our redemption and pre
sents our sacrifice of praise to God (1 Tim. 2:5). 
Knowing our fleshly hindrances, Jesus also inter
cedes with the Father on our behalf (Rom. 8:34; 
Heb. 4:14-16; 7:25). Christians are also privileged 
to intercede in behalf of one another in prayer to 
God Games 5:16). Regarding Jesus' role in mediating 
and interceding in our behalf, it should be noted that 
this occurs before God's throne in heaven and NOT 
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from a personal relationship with us on earth (Rom. 
8:34) . 

At the end of his personal ministry on earth, 
Jesus ascended back to the Father's right hand in 
heaven (Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51; Rom. 8:34). 
Therefore since Jesus is no longer on earth in person, 
it is impossible for one to have a "personal" relation
ship with him today, but rather a "spiritual" involve
ment. 

Is it possible for man to know Deity existentially 
and to have a direct relationship person to person? 
No, the faithful Christian enjoys a spiritual relation
ship with Deity - not a personal relationship. The 
non-Christian cannot even enjoy a spiritual associa
tion with the members of the Godhead, much less a 
person-to-person relationship. 
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The Holy Spirit's Work 
Truth or Fable 

By Gary Colley 

Due to several requests, we deem it needful to 
engage in writing the results of our study 
over many years concerning the work of the 

Holy Spirit and how we believe the Scriptures teach 
his work is accomplished today. We do so without 
malice toward any other students of the Bible who 
have written or spoken in the past. 

We believe this statement to be true: "If man is 
ever saved it will be by the power of the Holy 
Spirit." How the Holy Spirit exerts his power today 
has been the subject of much discussion. We fear 
that many come to the Bible and the subject with 
prejudice of forethought and a theory to prove, and 
therefore come to conclusions based on these hu
man thoughts that are fable rather than Truth. Paul 
commanded Timothy to "Preach the Word" and 
warned of some who would leave the Word, turning 
to fables (2 Tun. 4:1-5). It is important that no text 
be removed out of context, or else it becomes a 
pretext. We need to study the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the world today, and learn all that the Bible 
has to say on the subject. 

A Voice from the Past 
Brother J.D. Tant, in his lesson on the "Witness of 
the Spirit," (The Gospel X-ray, p. 27) states: 

If I desired to study this subject, I would begin 
at the first of Genesis and study all through the 
Bible. In every place where I found anything 
done in which the Spirit was associated with 

·the doing of the thing, in which a miracle was 
performed, I would call that the miraculous 
power of the Spirit, and write it in book num
ber one. I would notice all places where con
versions were recorded in which die Spirit had 
anything to do with the conversion and I 
would call that the converting power of the 
Spirit, and write it in book number two. I 
would read all the places in the Bible where the 
Spirit was represented as a Comforter, and 
would call that the comforting influence of the 
Spirit, and call it book number three. Every 
place where the Spirit is recognized as a wit
ness, I would call that the witnessing power of 
the Spirit, and write that in book number four. 
Everything done by the Spirit in all ages will 
come under one of these heads. 

We might add one more book for our study of the 
subject in the light of today's needs, calling it the 
sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. 

Determining Truth 
There is but one means, aside from what some might 
claim, by which we can determine Truth today and 
that is God's divine Word (Heb. 1:1-3; 2:1-4). The 
beloved apostle john wrote about how we today are 
to distinguish Truth from fable: 

Beloved, believe not every spirit (or teacher), 
but try the spirits whether they be of God: be
cause many false prophets (teachers) are gone 
out into the world. . .. They are of the world: 
therefore speak they of the world, and the 
world heareth them. We [the apostles] are of 
God: he that knoweth God heareth us, he that 
is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we. 
the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error (1 
john 4:1, 5-6). 

Making Some Comparisons 
In acknowledging and rejoicing in the fact that the 
Scriptures teach that God, Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit all dwell in the Christian (2 Cor. 6:16; 1 John 
4:15-16; Eph. 3:17; Col. 1:27; Gal. 3:2), we must 
not ignore nor become confused about the manner 
of their indwelling, according to the Scriptures (2 
John 9-11; Eph. 3:16-19; Gal. 3:2). 
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Let us take our Bibles and make some compari
sons of the inspired Scriptures for our study and un
derstanding of the Holy Spirit's work. Jesus taught 
that we must abide in the truth of the Word Oohn 
15: 7). To go beyond what is written in the Word is to 
be without God (2 John 9-11). It is our responsibility 
to "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (1 
Thess. 5 :21). We must "not give heed to fables" (1 
Tim. 1:4 ). We must distinguish between truth and 
fable. 

Truth: The Holy Spirit today convicts, converts, 
and sanctifies sinners hearts, not by miraculous power, 
but by God's Word (John 17:17; Acts 2:37-41). 

Fable: The Holy Spirit today operates directly in 
a better felt than told manner, or else we are limiting 
the Holy Spirit (no Scripture). 

Truth: The Holy Spirit today draws people to sal
vation by the revealed Word (Rom. 1:16; john 6:44-
45; Acts 7:51-55). 

Fable: The Holy Spirit today works in dreams, 
visions, urges, and feelings (no Scripture). 

Truth: The Holy Spirit today causes Christians to 
grow by the study of the Word (1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 
3:18). 

Fable: People today must "catch" the Spirit by 
being open to nudges and feelings (no Scripture). 

Truth: Christians today are s,trengthened, com
forted, and enabled by the Holy Spirit through the 
Word (Eph. 3:16; 1 Thess. 2:13). 

Fable: The Holy Spirit today enables the Chris
tian not to commit fornication by extra-biblical influ
ence (no Scripture). 

Truth: The "gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38) is 
called "the times of refreshing ..• from the presence of 
the Lord" in Acts 3:19. · 

Fable: The Holy Spirit himself is given as a gift to 
the Christian to work personally and directly in his 
life (no Scripture). 

Truth: The Holy Spirit crying, '~bba, Father" 
(Gal. 4:6) is the spirit of sonship as explained in Ro
mans 8:15. 

Fable: The Holy Spirit is sent directly into the 
heart of the Christian to work conjunctively with the 
Word (no Scripture). 

Truth: Paul explains that to "be filled with the 
Spirit" (Eph. 5: 18) is the same as letting "the Word 
dwell in your richly" (Col. 3: 16). 

Fable: Christians today are both filled with the 
Spirit and the Word acting conjointly (no Scripture). 

Truth: Being "led by the Spirit of God" today 
(Rom. 8:14), means we walk or live by the "law of 
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the spirit of life in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 8: 1-2; John 
6:63; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3). 

Fable: The direct, personal indwelling Spirit con
joined with the Word leads the disciple today by giving 
feelings of approval or disapproval (no Scripture). 

Truth: Christians today are sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit acting through the revealed Word aohn 
17:17). 

Fable: Christians today are sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit when the Spirit lives directly in them in 
conjunction with the Word (no Scripture). 

Our Desire 
It is our desire and prayer that we all may study the 
Bible and come to the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace (Eph. 4:3). The Holy Scriptures teach there 
is one Spirit, one Lord, and one faith (body of teach
ing) (Eph. 4:4-6). We cannot have the unity for which 
the Lord prayed unless we follow New Testament 
teaching. If each one does that which is right in his 
own eyes, fables will result because each one will be 
a law to himself. Let us abide in the teaching of 
Christ (2 John 1:9-11). 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78748 

Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ. 

Subscribe to 
The Caring and Sharing Newsletter 

for news about the health of other members. Sub
scribers help each other pay their medical bills. 
It's very economicall Note: This Is not an Insur
ance company. 

As a subscriber, other newsletter subscribers will 
help you pay your medical bills, and you can do 
the same for them. Your gift is sent directly by 
you, not CSN, to the subscriber who has had a 
medical emergency. 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing Newsletter 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-BD0-288-2044 
The plan has been in effect and working for going 
on 4 years. 1400 individuals are already partici
pating and loving it. Let us hear from you todayl 

The CSN is NOT an insurance company. 
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India Is Still Receptive 
By Albert Gardner 

J.C. and Myrtle Bailey were over sixty when they 
left the comforts of their home in Canada to 
take the gospel to India. When they first went 

to India in 1963, there . were only three known 
churches (small) in that nation. But that was the be
ginning of a great restoration, and today there are 
over five thousand known congregations of the 
Lords church in India with almost one million mem
bers. 

It took a lot of faith for the Baileys to leave home, 
family, and friends to go to this strange land. They 
knew living conditions would be difficult. They did 
not know how things would work out, but they saw 
the need and committed themselves to the work with 
the help of many individuals and churches. Soon af
ter their arrival, brother Bailey put an ad in a news
paper for translators. Two young men with college 
degrees answered. Joshua and Nehemiah Gootam 
began work with brother Bailey and were among the 
very first ones to be baptized into Christ. 

He soon began a preacher training school known 
as the Kakinada School of Preaching (KSOP). Hun
dreds of men have been trained, and KSOP has a 
present enrollment of sixty five. In January of this 
year an extension of this school was established in 
Warangal. 

For a number of years Perry B. Cotham has gone 
to Kakinada preaching to large crowds, and resulting 
in many baptisms. On his last trip he brought 2,500 
Telugu Bibles, 25 0 Tamil Bibles, 3 7 5 Bibles for 
Nagaland, 3,000 Bible for Orissa state, 1600 Telugu 
New Testaments. 

The church is getting started in Orissa state 
where 5,000 are enrolled in Bible correspondence 
courses. Brother Cotham says he does not plan to 
return to India. "I am glad I have lived long enough to 

realize the church has now been established in all the 
states (27), a goal I placed before the brethren in 
Kakinada several years ago. I had not only joy in my 
heart but a degree of sadness when the plane lifted 
off the ground in Madras for homeward journey, re
alizing that I would never again see India." 

On his last trip to India Perry .------...., 
Cotham, who is 85, witnessed 697 
baptisms at Guntur, Kakinada, and 
Warangal, as a result of his teaching. 

If the lost are to be saved, they 
will have to hear and obey the gos
pel, so we must keep preaching it. 

"Finally, brethren, pray for us, 
that the word of the Lord may have Rod Rutherford 

free course, and be glorified even as 
it is with you" (2 Thess. 3:1). P.O. Box 71135 

Memphis, 7N 38175-1135 

Firm Foundation VBS 

My GOD and I 
The aim of this series is to firmly establish the supreme 
authority of God as the creator and ruler of the universe 
and all that is in it. Lessons contain help for basic values 
useful in establishing a pattern for righteous living. 
Stories about great Bible characters illustrate these 
principles, as well as application of them to our lives 
today. 

lesson 1: My World and 1- Psa. 8; 19:1; 90, 92 
Aim: To teach that God is the God of science and 

nature; that He is the Creator God whom all 
the world obeys. 

lesson 2: My Bible and I- 2 Kings 22:1-23; 2 Chron. 
34 :1 -35 

Aim: To establish the authority of the scriptures as the 
Word of God. 

lesson 3: My Family and 1- Gen. 12; 21; 22; 24; 
1 Sam. 2:3 

Aim: To teach the authority of the home and the 
church, with Christ being the head of both. 

lesson 4: My Neighbor/Country and I- 1 Sam. 16:17-16; 
Rom. 13:8-10 

Aim: To teach that God wants us to love, appreciate, 
and obey our community helpers and civil 
government. 

lesson 5: My God and I - Esther, chapters 1-3 
Aim: To teach personal responsibility to serve others, 

as we serve God. 

Nursery - Adults 
Student Workbooks • Teacher's Manual • Visual Aids • 
Supplementary Supplies 

Order sample kits todayl • $28.95 per kit 
Firm Foundation •1-800-572-3619 
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A Corredion and Explanation 
By J. E. Choate 

G ary Holloway and Michael Weed, senior fac
ulty in the Christian Institute of Christian 
Studies in Austin, Texas, presented a paper 

in May 1985 before the Disciples of Christ Histori
cal Society in Nashville. The paper was titled . The 
Gospel in Urban Vessels: Churches of Christ Face the 
Twenty First Century. Holloway and Weed addressed 
the impact of the complexity of modern urbanization 
upon churches of Christ. 

They write as sociologists, not as theologians. A 
part of my graduate studies was in the field of sociol
ogy, which is not my interest here. Holloway and 
Weed write that "Churches of Christ in America 
were born in a rural largely Southern Culture." They 
also write that "there is little sociological perspective 
to encourage optimism about the future of the 
Churches of Christ." 

(These statements do not relate to the biblical 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 
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and Rod Rutherford 
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Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 

Write: Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 
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Broadcasting- (601) 893-1015 
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principal that southern churches of Christ are pat
terned after the apostolic church dated A.D. 33, as is 
true of churches of Christ wherever founded and 
whatever the culture. I read nothing further into the 
DCHS paper beyond what they have written.) 

The article as a whole strives mightily to prove 
something that is not for me clearly articulated. 
Holloway and Weed present three specific models 
which they say have already found their way into 
some large influential urban churches. In a previ
ously printed article, I wrote that "Holloway and 
Weed propose the 'Third Wave' and (the Vineyards) 
as an optional model for the postmodern Churches 
of Christ." 

Dr. Weed called my attention to the fact that he 
did not say as much, and that he does not endorse the 
"Third Wave" model as an option for Churches of 
Christ. I take due notice and acknowledge the accu
racy of his statement. The full text explains itself: 

Two models for worship changes are most evi
dent among Churches of Christ. One is the 
seeker service model of the Willow Creek Com
munity Church. A few influential congrega
tions have implemented a separate seeker ser
vice (drama, special lighting and sound, perfor
mance music, etc.) into the Sunday morning 
worship. 

(I also add that the influences of Willow Creek 
and the Third Wave are at work on the DLU campus 
in the administration, faculty, and staff. Want docu
mentation? Ask for it. We are waiting upon the next 
administration to learn if corrections will be made, 
or will it be business as usual. I predict the latter.) 

The other model influencing Churches of 
Christ is third Wave charismatics described by 
church growth expert C. Peter Wagner and 
others. 

It was not the purpose of Holloway and Weed to 
describe and to expose these models as threatening 
churches of Christ. I am a debtor to them because 
they have introduced the reality of the fact that the 
models are already endorsed and adopted in some 
churches of Christ e.g., the Madison Church and the 
Hendersonville Community Church of Christ. They 
have provided me with a verifiable handle to put on 
the subject. The time is now passed that my writing 



can be dismissed as yellow journalism. Other than 
the intervention of an act of God, I plan to stay the 
course. 

stitutional right. Now do not quote to me - "Have 
you gone to your brother about this or that?" I have 
- with not one response, and I am waiting. 

That brethren Holloway and Weed will address 
these paradigms and the Jesus Seminar as acceptable 
or unacceptable models for churches of Christ is a 
story that time will tell. And I am not advising them 
to do either. My articles are written to inform and to 
encourage my brethren not to desert the "old paths" 
and wander off into these weird and strange 
postmodern "pop" religious aberrations. I have no 
personal quarrels with my brethren. 

Few in churches of Christ have ever heard of 
Wulow Creek, the Vineyards, and the "Third Wave" 
Pentecostal theology. My current run of articles is to 
put these matters on the table for all to see. My ques
tion: Why is it that our liberal brethren are as muted 
as the grave on these matters? Keep in mind the dic
tum- "If you can't stand the heat get out of the 
kitchen." 

And my articles will stand as written, but subject 
for correction of errors. And why not, and what do I 
have to lose in openness? My personal judgments 
and opinions are my own. This is an inviolable con-

And they say they are sound biblically oriented 
preachers. What about correctly dividing the word 
of truth and marking them that cause division? 

3714lh Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 37215 

Western Ohio Valley 
Firm Foundation Lectureship at Northridge 

Sunday, June 1 

-June1-4,1997--

It's Better This Side of Calvary 
A Study of the Sermon to the Hebrews 

9:30a.m ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• Introduction to Hebrews (1:1·3) ............................................ Emanuel Daugherty 
10:30 a.m .................................. It's Better This Side of Calvary (8: 1·13) .................................... Bruce Daugherty 
7:00p.m .................................. A Better Word (2:1-4) ••..•.••••••••••••••••.•••••..••••.••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• Joe Gilmore 

Monday, June R 
9:00a.m .................................. Better Than Angels (1:4-14) ............................................................ Eddie Whitten 

10:00 a.m .................................. Dropouts in the Wilderness (3:7-4:2) ..................................................... Jay Yeager 
11:00 a.m .................................. A Sabbath Rest Remains (4:3·13) ............................................. Bruce Daugherty 
1 :30 p.m .................................. Tempted (2:5-18) ................................................................................ Keith Mosher 
2:30p.m .................................. Warning Against Immaturity (5:11-6:8) ................................................ Terry Jones 
3:30 p.m •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Hope as an Anchor (6:9-20) ................................................................ Tim Nichols 
7:30p.m .................................. A Better Sacrifice (9:1-14) ........................................................ Winfred Claiborne 

Tuesday, June 3 
9:00 a.m •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Better Than Moses (3:1·6) ................................................................ Keith Mosher 

10:00 a.m .................................. The Order of Melchizedek (7:1-19) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gene West 
11:00 a.m .................................. A New and Uving Way (10:19-25) ..................................................... Charles Pugh 
1:30 p.m .................................. Troubled (4:14·5:10) ................................................................. Winfred Claiborne 
2:30p.m .................................. Warning Against Apostasy (10:26-31) ................................................ John Brown 
3:30 p.m .................................. Finish What You Started (1 0:32-39) ..................................................... Terry Varner 
7:30p.m .................................. A Better Mediator (9:15-28) ........................................................... Lindell Mitchell 

Wednesday, June 4 
9:00 a.m .................................. Better Than the Levitical Priesthood (7:11·28) ............................. Lindell Mitchell 

10:00 a.m .................................. Pioneers of the Faith (11) •••.•••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••..•••••••.•••••••.•••••••.••••••••• Paul Hoover 
11:00 a.m .................................. Jesus, Author and Finisher (12:1-17) ........................................... Richard Melson 
1:30 p.m .................................. Triumphant (10:1-18) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• John Daniels 
2:30p.m .................................. Basic Christian Duties (13:1-6; 15·25) ............................................... Brian Jones 
3:30p.m .................................. The Church Outside the Camp (13:7-14) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Brad Poe 
7:30p.m .................................. A Better Mountain (12:18·29) ............................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Northridge Church of Christ 
2211 Needmore Road • Dayton, Ohio 54514 • (513) 274-6802 
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Date SeHing 
By Hugo McCord 

God "has" appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by the man 
whom he has ordained" (Acts 17:31). What 

a day! The day for which all others were made! 
The day when Jesus Christ "will appear a second 

time," coming "on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory," never touching the earth, visible ev
erywhere "as lightning," so "will be the coming of the 
Son of man" (Matt. 24:27-30; Heb. 9:28). 

The sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, the stars will fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken 
(Matt. 24:29). 

The trumpet of God will sound, and Michael the 
archangel will speak, and the "Lord himself" will is
sue a shouted command (keleusma) to every dead 
person in cemeteries worldwide (1 Thess. 4:16; Jude 
9; John 5 :28-29). The high priest Caiaphas, who first 
saw Jesus in A.D. 30, will again, after thousands of 
years, "see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of 
Power and coming on the clouds of heaven" (Matt. 
26:64). Also, "those who pierced" Jesus' side will see 
him again (Rev. 1:7). 

"[A]ll those in the graves will hear his voice, and 
will come out," and the "sea" will "give up the dead 
in it" Qohn 5:28-29; Rev. 20:13). As the "Lord him
self " coming "on the clouds of heaven" will no 
longer have the body of "flesh and bones" which he 
had had on the earth, so all the dead will have "spiri
tual bodies" (1 Thess. 4:16; Matt. 26:64; Luke 
24:39; 1 Cor. 15:44; 2 Cor. 5:16). 

The '"spiritual" bodies of the dead will, like 
Jesus, need no earth on which to stand, and there will 
be none, for the "earth and its works will be burned 
up," and the "heavens" that we now know "will be 
destroyed in flames, and the burning elements will 
melt" (2 Pet. 3:10-12; Rev. 20:11). 

The "spiritual" bodies will see Jesus on the 
"great white throne" as the judge, for " the Father 
judges no one, but he has given all judgment to the 
Son" Uohn 5 :22; Rev. 20: 11-12). Then all the "dead, 
the great and small, will be judged according to their 
works," receiving either "a resurrection of life" or 
"of condemnation" Uohn 5:28-29; Rev. 20:11-12). 
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When is " the day of the Lord" which God "has 
appointed" as "the day of judgment" (Matt. 10:15; 
Acts 17:31; 2 Peter 3:10)? The judge himself does 
not know for "no one knows but the Father only," 
neither "the angels nor the Son" (Mark 13 :32). 

If neither the angels nor the judge himself know 
when is "the day of judgment," how foolish and pre
sumptuous are uninspired date setters! The list of 
those who have made themselves prophets is long! 

Even by A.D. 52 Paul warned against those who 
were saying that "the day of the Lord" had already 
"come" (enesteken ), was "already here" (NRSV): 
"Let no one deceive you in any way" (2 Thess. 2:2-3). 

Then, in A.D. 67, Paul named two self-made 
prophets, Hymenaeus and Philetus, who were saying 
"that the resurrection was already past" (2 Tim. 
2:17-18). 

Brown 
Trail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667-Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 



Another self-made prophet, Max King of War
ren, Ohio, still living, claims that Christ came in A.D. 
70, and so he agrees with Hymenaeus and Philetus 
that the resurrection "is already past," and he makes 
the second coming invisible. The apostle John wrote 
that "every eye will see him" (Rev. 1:7). 

Furthermore, if "in the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage" (Matt. 22:30), and 
if the resurrection "is already past," then there have 
been no marriages since A.D. 70 

Furthermore, if Christians are commanded to 
observe the Lord's Supper "until he comes" (1 Cor. 
11:26), and if he came in A.D. 70, then no one has 
authority to observe the Lord's Supper now. 

Furthermore, if Christ was authorized to "reign 
until he" had "placed all enemies under his feet," and 
the "last enemy he destroys is death," if he stopped 
reigning and delivered " the kingdom back to God" in 
A.D. 70, then no one has died since A.D. 70 (1 Cor. 
15:24-26). 

The failure of every date setter has proved no 
discouragement to other would be prophets. The 
year A.D. 100 "was set forth" Oames M. Tolle, The 
Second Coming of Christ, p. 6), and in the year A.D. 
1000 many prepared ascension robes. 

[S]ome scholars argue that much of Europe 
fixated on the turning of the calendar as if the 
three zeroes portended an opening of the 
heavens. 

One legend has Pope Sylvester II standing 
with arms upraised on New Year's Eve 999 at 
St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. People wearing 
sackcloth and ashes fell to their knees in fear as 
the hands of the clock climbed toward mid
night. 

'When the fatal hour struck,' Richard Erdoes 
writes in his book, A. D. 1000: Living on the 
Brink of Apocalypse, 'the crowd remained trans
fixed, barely daring to breathe, not a few dying 
from fright, giving up their ghosts then and 
there' (The Oregonian, 12-25, 1996). 

John Wesley wrote that "the time, times and half 
a time" of Revelation 12:14 were 1058-1836, "when 
Christ should come" (apud A. M. Morris, The 
Prophecies Unveiled, p. 361). 

William Miller, the founder of the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church, not only specified the year, but 
even the month and day of the Lord's appearance: 
March 21, 1843. After his fai lure, the embarrassed 
Miller refigured, and set October 22, 1844 Oames 
Tolle, ibid.). Then Miller retired from date setring. 

Joseph Smith Jr., the founder of the Latter Day 
Saints Church, in 1835 announced that the "coming 

of the Lord" was "nigh," and that "56 years should 
wind up the scene" (History of the Church, II, 182, 
cited by William Hearn, A Reply to a Mormon, p. 
73). Smith, like John Wesley, did not live to see that 
his guess of 1891 was wrong, for he was shot in a 
Carthage, Mo., jail in 1844. 

Charles Taze Russell, the founder of the Jehovah 
Witnesses de~omination, in 1891 announced, not a 
future date for the second coming, but that Jesus had 
already come invisibly in October of 1874 (Studies in 
the Scriptures, III, 124-133). However, Jesus had 
said his advent would be as visible as "lightning," and 
the apostles wrote that "every eye will see him" 
(Matt. 24:27; Rev. 1:7). Russell later changed the 
date of Jesus' coming from 1874 to another invisible 
coming in 1914. 

Russell's successor, Joseph Franklin Rutherford 
(1869-1942) in 1920 published a tract entitled Mil
lions Now Living Will Never Die in which he an
nounced that J esus' coming would be in 1925, and 
that the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob would 
be seen on the earth. His disciples bought a dream 
mansion, Beth Sarim~ "House of Princes," at SanDi
ego to honor the patriarchs. Rutherford himself lived 
in the home until his death in 1942, and then the 
house was sold. 

Nathan Knorr, Rutherford's successor, set the 
date for Jesus' return for September 5, 1975. After 
that miscue, he changed to October 31. 

After the failure of five dates by the leaders of the 
Jehovah Witnesses, it is no wonder that in November 
of 1995, the current spokesman for that group, Rob
ert Jackson, gives no new guess, but simply says, "We 
are living in the time of the end" (Christianity Today, 
Feb. 5, 1996). 

Though Jesus does not know the time of his com
ing (Mark 13 :32), Hal Lindsey volunteered that 
information, writing that Christ would return within 
40 years of 1948 (The Late Great Planet Earth, 
53-54). Moreover, Lindsey foretold what he himself 
would experience when Christ would appear: 

I was driving down the freeway and all of a 
sudden the place went crazy ... cars going in all 
directions ... and not one of them had a driver. 
I mean it was wild (p. 125). 

Because of Lindsey's imagination, bumper stick
ers appeared on cars: "In Case of the Rapture, This 
Vehicle Will Be Unmanned." The book Left Behind 
(Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins) begins with a 747 jet 
flying over the Atlantic Ocean as 100 people on 
board are caught up in the rapture, leaving clothes, 
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jewelry and pacemakers in their seats. 
Another self-made prophet, Harold Whisenant, 

following Lindsey's lead on the 1988 date, published 
a book entitled 88 Reasons Why Christ Will Come 
Back In 1988. People love the spectacular, buying 25 
millions of Lindsey's failure, and over 6 millions of 
Whisenant's. 

Some say that Christ's second coming (public 
and visible) will be preceded by a secret and hidden 
return, "visible only to the dead saints resurrected 
and the living saints transformed": 

His appearance in the clouds will be veiled to 
the human eye and no one will see him. He will 
slip in; slip out; move in to get his jewels, and 
slip out as under the cover of night (Oral Rob
erts, How to Be Personally Prepared for the Sec
ond Coming of Christ, p. 34, apud Steve Single
ton, Gospel Advocate, October 1996, p. 30). 

A secret and quiet coming does not agree with 
the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of Michael the 
archangel, and the "shouted command" (keleusma) 
from "the Lord himself " (1 Thess. 4 :16). The Bible 
does not teach two more comings of Christ, one se
cret and one public. 

The widely proclaimed and talented Billy Gra
ham also made himself a self-made prophet, saying in 
1950, "We may have another year, maybe two years. 
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Then I believe it is going to be over." Next, appar
ently swayed by Lindsey's book, Graham said that 
1988 would be the year. But two years after 
Lindsey's debacle, Graham took off his own pro
phetic mantle, and declared: "I do not know the 
hour, the month, or the year. God alone knows." 

Graham has quit date setting, but he holds, with 
thousands of misguided "evangelical Christians" 
(self-styled) that Jesus will, when he comes, begin an 
earthly reign as king in Jerusalem over the converted 
Jews for 1000 years. If Jesus does that, he will have 
to apologize to Governor Pilate, for Pilate believed 
Jesus when he told him, "My kingdom is not of this 
world" Uohn 18:36). 

In 1975 a Jewish tourist guide, a veteran of the 
Six Days' War against the Arabs, escorted Scott 
Little and Hugo and Lois McCord to biblical sites all 
over the Holy Land. At our last stop, in old Joppa, 
the guide asked permission to make us a little speech. 
He said that he believes that someday the M essiah 
will come and reign at Jerusalem, and that "Billy 
Graham believes it. " We replied that now, in God's 
plan, there is "no distinction between Jew and 
Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who 
call upon him" (Rom. 10:12), and that all Christians, 
whether Jew or Gentile, "are Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise" (Gal. 3 :29). He re
plied that he had never heard of such an idea. 

What does God think of self-made prophets? 

When a prophet speaks in the name of the 
LORD, if the thing does not happen or come to 
pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not 
spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptu
ously; you shall not be afraid of him (Deut. 
18:22, NKJV). 
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Hall Laurie Calhoun in Transition 
By Adron Doran 

The personal life of Hall Laurie Calhoun repre
sented a great moral and religious struggle 
from the time he tried to "get religion" during 

a Methodist revival in Conyersville, Tennessee, when 
he was 12 years old until the time that he left the 
Christian Church in 1925 at the age of 62 years. 
Though Calhoun was not satisfied with his early 
"conversion," he boasted that the "Campbellites" 
would never get him after he had seen his parents 
baptized and take membership in Blood River 
Church of Christ in Henry County, Tennessee. 

He enrolled in the Mayfield (KY) Seminary when 
he was 14 years old. He attended a gospel meeting 
and after hearing 42 sermons, he was baptized for 
the remission of sins. He attended the non-organ 
Christian Church in Mayfield and in Union City, 
Tennessee. He had gone to Union City to enroll in 
high school where his brother-in-law, W.T. Shelton, 
preached for the Christian Church. 

Calhoun had lived a well-protected life and was 
deeply committed to the Restoration Movement dur
ing his early years. When he graduated from high 
school in 1883, he returned to Conyersville to live 
with his parents and teach in the Male and Female 
Academy. He identified with the Church of Christ 
which had been established in Conyersville by James 
A. Harding. The family of Harding had left the Court 
Street Christian Church in Winchester, Kentucky, 
when the organ was introduced and established the 
Fairfax Church of Christ which wrote a restrictive 
clause in the property deed forbidding the use of 
mechanical instruments of music in worship. There 
is no doubt but that the Calhoun family and the 
Conyersville Church of Christ accepted the biblical 
position of Harding which was endorsed by John R. 
Williams on a later visit to Conyersville. 

Calhoun had received a congressional appoint
ment to the military academy at West Point. His par
ents did not want Hall Laurie to become a profes
sional soldier so they arranged for him to enroll in 
Kentucky University and the College of the Bible at 
Lexington. Charles Loos was President of Kentucky 
University and John William McGarvey was Presi
dent of the College of the Bible when Calhoun en
rolled in 1888. The Main Street Church introduced 

an organ that same year which McGarvey strongly 
renounced. However, Calhoun attended the Broad
way Christian Church which McGarvey had estab
lished in 1870. 

The Broadway Church was affiliated with the 
Kentucky Missionary Society but did not introduce 
an organ until1902 at which time McGarvey left and 
went to the Chestnut Street non-organ Christian 
Church. Calhoun, who was a protege of McGarvey, 
must have been terribly confused over the inconsis
tency of McGarvey who served as an officer in the 
missionary society and yet preached for organ
churches though he refused to hold membership in a 
congregation which used an organ in worship. 

Calhoun graduated from Kentucky University 
with a baccalaureate degree and from the College of 
the Bible in 1892 with a classical diploma. He re
turned to Conyersville with a Wife and a baby girl. 
He accepted an invitation to preach in Paducah, Ken
tucky, for the Tenth Street organ-Christian Church. 
He moved in 1897 to Franklin~ Tennessee, where he 
preached for the Church of Christ. During the time 
that Calhoun was preaching in Paducah and Franklin, 
he was invited by David Lipscomb and James A. Har
ding to consider a teaching position on the faculty of 
the Nashville Bible School. After a period of discus
sion, Calhoun refused the appointment because Lip
scomb and Harding would have required him . to 
separate himself from the society-organ churches. 
This situation was very upsetting to Calhoun. He 
spent a period of time in developing what he called 
"an unanswerable argument" in an effort to justify 
the use of instrumental music in worship. About the 
only person who could not answer his argument was 
himself. 

When the Georgia Robertson Christian College 
was organized at Henderson, .Tenn., in 1897, A.G. 
Freed and E. C. McDougle were named co-presi
dents. The college was owned and controlled by the 
Tennessee Missionary Society and an organ was in 
use in the worship of the Henderson Christian 
Church. Calhoun was offered a teaching position in 
the college which he accepted for the 1900 school 
year. Though he was frustrated over what had hap
pened at the Nashville Bible School, he was satisfied 
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and felt at home with the situation in Henderson. He 
was associated with the likes of N.B. Hardeman, 
A.G. Freed, and L.L. Brigance. He preached for a 
year with the Christian Church in Newbern, Tenn. 

In 1901 Calhoun's fondest dream was fulfilled 
when J. W. McGarvey, on behalf of the curators, in
vited him to return to Lexington as a member of the 
faculty of the College of the Bible. Calhoun was re
quired to enter an institution of higher education and 
earn an advanced degree. He enrolled in Yale Univer
sity where he met the requirements for a Bachelor of 
Divinity degree in one year. He transferred to Har
vard University where he earned a Master of Arts 
degree and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in two 
more years. He proved himself to be a Christian 
scholar indeed. 

Calhoun returned to the College of the Bible in 
1904 as a Professor of Hebrew and Ancient Civil 
History and in charge of the Department of Public 
Speaking and Reading. He became the preacher for 
the society-organ church in Nicholasville and when 
W. C. Moro resigned as dean of the college, Calhoun 
was appointed to fill the vacancy. When McGarvey 
died on October 6, 1911, Calhoun was appointed as 
acting president. 

It is clear that Calhoun had crossed his 
"Rubicon" in 1901 when he left Tennessee and 
joined the faculty of the College of the Bible. Mc
Garvey was his revered and honored mentor and per
sonal friend. Calhoun was being groomed by Mc
Garvey as his successor. It is apparent that Calhoun 
chose the course of the Christian Church, the Col
lege of the Bible and 1 ohn William McGarvey 
whithersoever they went. He followed this course 
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with vigor and success until 1917 when R.H. 
Crossfield, a liberal of the first order, became presi
dent and changed directions. Crossfield abandoned 
the course which had been set by the "old guards" 
and employed the likes of Willard Fortune, Wuliam 
Clayton Bower, Elmer Snoddy and George Hembry, 
who were admitted advocates of the New Theology. 
They spent their time in the classroom teaching de
structive criticism and evolution. Calhoun and a 
number of the mature students filed charges against 
these liberal faculty members with the board of 
trustees. A "fire storm in the Bluegrass" resulted 
which caused great disturbance within the "brother
hood" with Calhoun right in the middle of the con
flict. Mter a number of hearings, the Board voted to 
exonerate President Crossfield and the faculty and 
found them not guilty as charged. 

Calhoun resigned from the deanship of the Col
lege of the Bible and joined the faculty of Bethany 
College in West Virginia. He accepted invitations to 
preach for society-organ Christian churches in the 
adjacent region. When Calhoun left the position of 
dean in the College of the Bible in 1917, he was never 
able to regain his place of high standing in the Chris
tian Church. By the end of the 1924 school year, 
Calhoun saw the same liberalism under the influence 
of the ultra-liberal mined Wilbur H. Cramblert, infil
trating Bethany College. The Bethany Christian 
Church under the preaching of young 1 ohn Barclay 
was also going the way of the destructive critics and 
the pattern which had been set by the liberals. 

Unusual experiences of Hall Laurie Calhoun 
came in 1913 while he was still dean of the College of 
the Bible. He was a member of the International Sun
day School Association and was selected by the Asso
ciation to attend a world convention in Zurich, Swit
zerland. He and his wife also visited nine other coun
tries while on the trip. Calhoun kept a daily diary of 
events and happenings during his three-months' jour
ney. His arrangements for worship on each Lord's 
Day represents his irenic spirit and ecumenical the
ology. The decisions which he made regarding wor
ship on the Lord's Day were to be expected. In most 
cases, when one decides that it makes no difference 
what he does in worship, then it follows that it makes 
little difference in the day on which he worships and 
the denomination with which he worships. This 
seems to have been the conviction of Calhoun during 
his heyday with the Christian Church. 

On their first Sunday away from home, they wor
shiped with a Catholic church at 10 o'clock, with the 



Knox Presbyterian Church at 11 o'clock and the First 
Methodist Episcopal Church at 4 o'clock where he 
spoke to the Sunday School in Montreal, Canada. 

The Calhouns spent their second Sunday on 
board the Laconia steamship. They attended an Epis
copal church service and heard a Bishop Lawrence. 
At a night service they heard a Scotch Presbyterian 
preacher relate some of his own experiences. On 
Sunday, July 6, they attended a service at the London 
Temple where they heard the noted R.J. Campbell 
preach on "the necessity of faith." The next Sunday in 
Zurich, Switzerland, they "went to hear the Reverend 
L. Moffat Gantrey preach a Methodist sermon on the 
'sword of the Spirit.'" On a later Sunday they went to 
the English Church just inside the Joppa Gate in 
Jerusalem, but on most of the remaining Sundays they 
spent the time sight-seeing. No mention is made in 
the diary that they engaged in the "breaking of bread" 
in their own quarters. Calhoun wrote about returning 
to the Providence Christian Church on Sunday, Sept. 
21, where he was greeted by 177 people in Sunday 
School and by a "packed house for Church." 

In 1925 when Hall Calhoun was in the midst of 
turmoil and strife in his personal and professional life 
at Bethany College and in the Christian Church, he 
came to renew his fellowship with F.W. Smith, N.B. 
Hardeman, and M.C. Kurfees. They reminded 
Calhoun of the "way of the Lord more perfectly" and 
arranged for him to resign his professorship in 
Bethany College and separate himself from the Chris
tian Church and move to Henderson, Tennessee, 
where he became Associate President of Freed
Hardeman College and minister of the Henderson 
Church of Christ. 

Calhoun found himself answering criticisms of 
his adversaries in an article to the Gospel Advocate in 
which he said that the teaching of destructive criti
cism and evolution was destroying Christianity and 
that the affiliation with the Missionary Society and 
the use of instrumental music in the worship were 
corrupting the church. 

Calhoun had come full circle by 1925 and spent 
the last decade of his life among the people in Tennes
see whom he loved and who loved him. Gone were 
the days in which he was required to fight the en
croachment of liberalism in the churches. He had lost 
the "Battle of the Book" in 1917, but was now among 
the churches of Christ who loved the precious Book. 
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Discernment 
By Jerry C. Brewer 

What you are about to read is eye-opening. 
It is also mind-boggling. It may cause you 
to use such expressions as, "I don't be

lieve it! Blow me down! Did you ever! What next!" 
Joe Beam, at the 1996 Nashville Jubilee, made a 
claim that, if true, makes him psychic. The dictionary 
definition of psychic is: "Capable of extraordinary 
mental processes, such as extrasensory perception 
and mental telepathy." Brace yourself and ponder 
this example of Beam's claim to be able to read the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. 

For example, I was dealing with this couple one 
time, ••• and she just discovered they had thou
sands upon thousands upon thousands of dol
lars charged to credit cards she didn't know 
they had .••• As I'm driving over to meet them, 
not knowing how to handle that, knowing that 
I just had one shot, I just said, 'God, would you 
give me the wisdom to know when either of 
them lies?' I sat in front of them talking to 
them. The guy says something, I said, 'Pardon 
me sir, but that's a lie.' He said, 'What makes 
you think so?' I said, 'Gut feel.' Then I thought, 
'No, that's a lie.' I said, 'I may have finally sailed 
over the edge, but I believe God just told me 
that you lied.' He said, 'You heard a voice?' I 
said, 'No, it's just this. I prayed to God to give 
me wisdom to tell me when you lied and I had 
this overwhelming sensation that you lied, so 
I'm believing God answered the prayer and 
you just lied to me.' He talked for a few more 
minutes. I said, 'You lied again.' A few more 
minutes and I said, 'You ••• ' This went on for an 
hour. Finally, after an hour, he said, 'Okay. I'll 
tell you what I did.' He said, 'I've been gam
bling. I've been getting money against cash ••• 
you know, cash withdrawals, go into these bars 
and drinking and gambling.' And his wife, of 
course, it was all news to her. Her jaw fell open. 
She turned and looked at him. She said, 'If you 
were in those bars drinking and gambling 
where there were women. You were with 
women.' He said, 'No, I swear, no women.' She 
looked at me and she said, 'Is he lying?' I said, 
'No, my sense of it is he's telling you the truth 
about that' (Speech, The Holy Spirit. Tape 2, 
Nashville jubilee, 1996). 

What Beam claims differs not in the least from 
claims made by Pentecostal preachers. He says his 
ability "to know when either of them lies" is "spiri
tual wisdom." He claims to possess a miraculous gift 
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surpassing gifts of the apostolic church. 
The completion of divine revelation in the first 

century saw the termination of first century spiritual 
gifts. Discernment is among those gifts enumerated 
in 1 Corinthians 12 and its design was to enable 
people to know if a teacher was speaking the truth. 
That was a necessary gift in a day when the revela
tion of God was in the man (1 Cor. 14:29). 

Without the miraculous gift of discernment, the 
church could not have known whether a teacher 
claiming revelation spoke from God or from himself. 
The reason for John's admonition to "try the spirits" 
(1 John 4:1) was because of deceivers who claimed 
to speak the truth (2 John 7). While the New Testa
ment was in a formative stage there was no objective, 
written documentation by which hearers might know 
if a purported revelation was from God or was the 
trick of a false prophet. The gift of discernment en
abled the one who possessed it to make that determi
nation- to know if the speaker lied. The message of 
the prophet was confirmed either by Old Testament 
scripture, or, if it was a fresh revelation, by one who 
possessed the supernatural gift of discernment, and 
by miraculous, observable acts. 

The revelation would be given by a prophet. A 
second person who had the gift of discernment 
would pronounce it to be true. A third person would 
give sight to the blind or raise the dead as a demon
stration of divine power to show by signs and won
ders that this did come from God Uohn 3:2; Mark 
16:20; Heb. 2:4). This arrangement would prevent a 
single false teacher from misleading the brethren. It 
would have required collusion among several for the 
church to be deceived. 

God is careful with his Word and always gives 
abundant proof when a claim of inspired revelation is 
made. Otherwise, the world might be deceived by 
charlatans like "a certain man, Simon by name, who 
beforetime in the city used sorcery, and amazed the 
people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some 
great one" (Acts 8:9). 
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The spiritual gifts of the first century were to 
cease when the faith was "once for all delivered." 
Paul wrote: "Charity never faileth: but whether there 
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowl
edge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and 
we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect 
is come, then that which is in part shall be done 
away" (1 Cor. 13:8-10). 

Revelation was "in part." It was severally distrib
uted. When the faith was "once for all delivered," 
revelation ceased, along with the gifts that allowed 
and supported it. That included the gift of discern
ment. When the spoken revelation was written, the 
gifts necessary to its transmission by direct inspira
tion ceased. 

The gift of discernment ceased to have a purpose 
when the written Word of God was completed. Jude 
says the faith "was once for all delivered" Oude 3). It 
is by and through that body of faith that we "try the 
spirits" today. One can measure a man's doctrine by 
the plumb of God's Word and know whether the 
truth is presented (2 John 9-11). 

Asserting God enabled him to "know when either 
of them lies," Beam contradicts plain New Testament 
teaching and preaches a false doctrine. Beam's "spiri
tual wisdom" outruns even the supernatural gifts of 
the first-century church. They claimed an ability to 
know if a revelation was from God. Beam claims to 
know if a person is telling the truth in private conver
sations- no inspired teacher ever claimed such abil
ity. Spirit-directed men said, "For who among men 
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of the man, 
which is in him?" (1 Cor. 2: 11). 
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Inspired agents in the beginning of the gospel 
proved their claims by a demonstration of divine 
might. How about Beam? Does he raise the dead and 
shake off poisonous snake bites and drink a deadly 
thing without harm to himself? What proof does he 
offer that his "spiritual discernment" is from God? 

Beam has an explanation. When elders in West
ern Oklahoma asked him about this claim, Beam is 
reported to have said he was able to know the man 
lied because the man got red in the face. That puts 
Beam on the horns of a dilemma. If he was able to 
discern lying by physical phenomena, then he lied 
when he claimed God gave him the gift of discern
ment. If God gave him the gift of discernment, he lied 
to the elders when he told them he could tell by the 
man's face. It can't be both ways. (Remember how 
blunt Beam was when he claimed to have said to the 
man, "Pardon me, Sir, but that's a lie ...• You lied 
again." Surely Beam w:on't mind if we say to him, 
"Pardon me, Sir, but you lied.) 

Ye shall know them by their fruits," (Matt. 
7: 16). "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
prove the spirits, whether they are of God; be
cause many false prophets are gone out into the 
world (1 John 4:1). 

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them that are 
causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, 
contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and 
turn away from them. For they that are such 
serve not our Lord Christ, but their own belly; 
and by their smooth and fair speech they be
guile the hearts of the innocent (Rom 16:17-
18). 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

The Art of Forgiveness 
By Irene C. Taylor 

To err is human; to forgive is divine." Some of 
the most difficult words for humans to say 
are: "I have sinned. I am sorry. I forgive." Yet, 

if we are to be like Jesus we must learn the art of for
giveness. It is a serious matter to be unforgiving. 
There is a principle revealed in the model prayer 
given by our Lord to his disciples. "And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors" (Matt. 6:12). 
Further, "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye for
give not men their trespasses, neither will your Fa
ther forgive your trespasses" (Matt. 6:14-15). Read 
those statements again - slowly and carefully. 

Biblical forgiveness is based, in part, upon asking 
for forgiveness. Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do." The forgiveness was 
not granted until the guilty repented (Luke 23:34; 
Acts 2:36-41). But we must always be willing to for
give those who have sinned against us. "For thou, 
lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in 
mercy unto all them that call upon thee" (Psa. 86:5). 

When God forgives, he no longer "remembers." 
He removes it from our record. "For I will be merci
ful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. 8:12). 

When we forgive, we must act as though the mat
ter had never occurred. We cannot keep "throwing it 
up" at future times. If we have truly forgiven we, too, 
will mark it off the record. "God pardons like a 
mother who kisses the offense into everlasting for
giveness" Uo Petty, Apples of Gold, p. 12). 

Too often we humans foolishly refuse to extend 
forgiveness on the basis that we do not believe in the 
sincerity of the one requesting it. What dangerous 
ground this is. Only God has the power to look 
within the heart and judge sincerity. We are to forgive 
whenever forgiveness is requested (Luke 17:3-4). To 
rebuff a request to make right a wrong is to place our 
own soul in jeopardy. "It is only the forgiving who are 
qualified to receive forgiveness." 

The ability to forgive would sweeten many a 
home. "We pardon as long as we love" Uo Petty, 
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Wings of Silver, p. 17). When love 
reigns in the home, we exercise pa
tience and forgiveness realizing that 
we, ourselves, need forgiveness of
ten (1 Cor. 13 :4-5). A generous ob
servance of the Golden Rule paves 
the way for the flow of forgiveness 
(Matt. 7:12). 

Willingness to forgive and forget would heal 
many church problems and solve the animosity 
which rots personal relationships. None of us has 
suffered the ill treatment heaped upon our Lord or 
the early Christians. Yet, in our foolish pride, we of
ten harbor ill feelings and/or nurse a grudge based on 
a much lesser slight. 

I've found a little remedy To ease the way we 
live 

And make each day a happier one - It is the 
word "forgive." 

So often little things come up that leave a pain 
and sting, 

That covered up at once would not amount to 
anything. 

'Tis when we hold them up to view, and brood 
and sulk and fret, 

They greater grow before our eyes; 'rwere bet
ter to forger. 

"Forgiveness is the fragrance the violet sheds on the 
heel that crushed it" Uo Petty, Apples of Gold, p. 14). 

Why not take the time to spread the fragrance of 
forgiveness now toward one with whom you have 
had a misunderstanding? Tomorrow may be too late. 
Husbands and wives should not pillow their heads 
with unresolved anger between them. Christian 
brothers and sisters make every effort to resolve per
sonal differences. 

There is an art to forgiving one another. It is an 
art which needs to be polished and used frequently. 
"And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, for
giving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you" (Eph. 4:32). 
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Potpourri ••. 
Homos 

$Concerned Women for America conducted a 
nationwide study of 68 evangelical churches (AFA 
Journal, Jan. '97). The CWA study indicated "a seis
mic shift in thinking" on the essential sinfulness of 
homosexual conduct. The four factors named for 
producing the change are: 

The Bible is no longer considered inspired 
and inerrant. 

The idea that homosexuals cannot change. 
Influence of outspoken homosexual church 

members. 
Conflict within the churches over homosexu

ality. 

OMarianne Moody Jennings, a newspaper col
umnist, reports that her article which was critical of 
homosexual conduct resulted in abuse and threats -
three-inch screw driven though the side of her car's 
tire, attempts to discredit her with her employer and 
get her fired, and name calling. She also claims that 
her children were threatened. 

Oln Romer v. Evans the Supreme Court of the 
United States ruled that Colorado's Amendment 2, 
which denied special rights and protection to homo
sexuals, was unconstitutional. Justice Scalia wrote in 
dissent to the majority: 

When the court takes sides in the culture wars, 
it tends to be with the knights rather than the 
villains - and more specifically with the 
Templars, reflecting the views and values of the 
lawyer class from which the Court's members 
are drawn. How that class feels about homo
sexuality will be evident to anyone who wishes 
to interview job applicants at virtually any of 
the Nations' law schools. The interviewer may 
refuse to offer a job because the applicant is 
Republican; because he is an adulterer; because 
he went to the wrong prep school or belongs to 
the wrong country club; because he eats snails; 
because he is a womanizer; because she wears 
real-animal fur; or even because he hates the 
Chicago Cubs. But if the interviewer should 
wish not to be an associate or partner of an ap
plicant because he disapproves of the 
applicant's homosexuality, then he will have 
violated the pledge which the Association of 
American Law Schools requires all its member 
schools to exact from job interviewers: 'assur
ance of the employers willingness' to hire ho
mosexuals (Bylaws of the Association of Ameri
can Law Schools, Inc. sec. 64b). 

OWorld Magazine (Feb. 8) says, "Homosexuals 
are less than 2 percent of the population, but they are 
able to set the national agenda because they're in the 
cities and in the cultural centers. They're in the· uni
versities where the educational establishment is, and 
where its leaders are being made. The homosexuals 
are where the entertainment industry is." 

1unnyStuH 
0 Edward Fudge, elder of the Bering Drive 

church in Houston, is reported to have said: "We 
now use women and men indiscriminately at Bering 
Drive CoC in Houston in all ministry except preach
ing and eldering, on the NT basis of: (1) Jesus' eleva
tion of women; (2) the principle stated in Gal. 3:28; 
(3) NT examples of women in public service; and (4) 
a careful decision that no NT text forbids such." 

Hey, wait a minute Edward, don't try to fudge. 
Does preaching and eldering repeal Gal. 3:28? If 
there is no distinction in gender with reference to 
leading singing and leading prayers how is that 
changed when it comes to preaching and eldering? 

Henry 
0 Matthew Henry, in commenting on Proverbs 

24:21-22, where the inspired wise man said: "Com
pany not with them that are given to change: For 
their calamity shall rise suddenly; And the destruc-· 
tion from them both, who knoweth it?" made this 
astute observation: 

· Have nothing to do, he does not say, with those 
that change, for there may be cause to change 
for the better, but those that are given to 
change, that affect change for change-sake, out 
of peevish dis~ontent with that which is and a 
fondness for novelty, or a desire to fish in 
troubled waters: Meddle not with those that 
are given to change; come not into their secret; 
join not with them in their cabals, nor enter 
into the mystery of their iniquity (Matthew 
Henry,s Commentary). 

Here, Here 
Oln North Carolina, ~he Family Policy Council 

won a decade-long battle when the state legislature 
passed a law requiring public schools to teach absti
nence from sex until marriage. 

Oln South Carolina, Dr. Steve Jamison, in a 
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speech at Charlestown High School, talked about 
sexually transmitted disease. One attractive girl 
stood and said, "You've told us all about what doesn't 
work to protect us from all these things [sexually 
transmitted diseases]. What I want to know is why 
haven't you told us what will protect during sex?" 
The doctor responded, "There isn't anything. If 
there was, I would tell you." 

School nurse, Esther Splaine, rose from her seat, 
walked onto the stage and took the microphone from 
Dr. Jamison. "He's telling you the truth, honey, "·she 
said. "Remember a couple of years ago, people came 
in here and talked about safe sex? And then, the next 
year they came in and talked about 'safer sex.' Did 
you ever wonder about why they changed? It's be
cause 'safe sex' [for the unmarried] is a lie" (World, 
Feb. 8, 1997). 

Gin Hawaii, the State House passed a bill at
tempting to undo state court rulings allowing homo
sexual marriage. Also approved: a bill giving homo
sexual couples some of the same rights as married 
couples - such as joint property and inheritance 
rights - that stops short of allowing homosexual 
partners to wed. Both measures now go to the State 
Senate. 

Gin Alaska, a federal judge ruled that three land
lords who - based on religious beliefs - had re
fused to rent to unmarried couples are protected by 
the First Amendment's guarantee of the free exercise 
of religion. 

Jragelfy 
OA driver who had used a little too much medici

nal marijuana collided with right-to-die supporter 
who had consumed a little too much red wine for his 
heart condition. Both wert:. killed instantly by their 
air bags. 

OJesse Jackson, on the NB.Ns treatment of Den
nis Rodman: "It's one thing to punish a man. It's an
other to take away his dignity." Sport magazine (April 
'97) featured on its cover a near-naked Dennis Rod
man wearing only ladies underwear, lipstick, navel
pin, eye-shadow, dangling earrings, multiple tattoos, 
painted fingernails, and a broad smile. Such dignity! 
Basketball coach Chuck Daly says of Rodman, "He's 
always been searching for his identity. I don't know if 
he's found it, but he seems to be getting closer." Daly 
also said, "What people don't understand about 
Dennis is that he's a grown man." Really - that's 
what he said·- we're not kidding. 

OThe Graham Street church in Stephenville, 
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Texas announced in its bulletin ijan. 19), "No evening 
worship service January 26." The bulletin also an
nounced, "Communion will be served at 6:00p.m." 
that day for those not able to attend the morning ser
vice. Do you suppose communion is not worship? By 
the way, January 26 was Super Bowl Sunday. 

OBeijing, China arranged to have Matsu, a gold
plated statue believed to be an actual goddess, trans
ported by airplane to Taiwan. Matsu rode in the first
class cabin of the plane where "she" was offered 
food and beverages by flight attendants. 

ldurafioa? 
GWord (Nov 16, 1996), The New Homophobia: 

Schools Fear Lawsuits, reports that Education Week 
admits: "Public schools are [becoming] a battle 
ground for gay-rights issues." Homosexual activist 
Donna Redwing announced, "We're here, we're 
queer, we're in the classroom." 

OJacob Schilling, 8, told his mom he did not 
want to go to music class at Pewett Elementary 
School in Omaha, Texas, because his teacher, Mr. 
Stewart, was "weird." The teacher later announced 
to the class that he was homosexual. When the mom 
tried to take the child out of Mr. Stewart's class
room, she was told by the principle if she wasn't go
ing to send Jacob to Mr. Stewart's class not to bother 
to send him to school at all. She protested and is now 
being sued by Mr. Stewart. The Texas State Teachers 
Association has threatened to also sue the mom. 

ORodney WJ.lson, 29, "came out" to his class, af
ter showing a film about the Holocaust. When the 
film was over, Mr. Wilson held up a poster showing 
the emblems the Nazis used to identify Jews, homo
sexuals, and Gypsies. He declared, "If I had been in 
Europe during World War II, they would have put 
this pink triangle on me and gassed me to death, be
capse I am gay." The Mehlville (suburb of St. Louis) 
school board issued a memo saying it was "inappro
priate for a teacher to discuss facts of a personal na
ture, regardless of the nature of those beliefs, in the 
classroom." Mr. Wilson is suing the district to have 
the memo removed from his permanent record. 

Oln San Diego, a high-school teacher named 
Jose Arroyo took advantage of 1995's "National 
Coming Out Day" by announcing in his classes his 
homosexuality. The school administrators knew 
about it and admitted they were "troubled" by it, but 
they didn't stop him. 

Sin Dedhim, Mass., student activity money was 
used to fund a "Gay-Straight Student Alliance" and 



to distribute a questionnaire that was lightly veiled 
propagandizing. 

Oln St. Paul, Minn., a lesbian social worker 
Mary Tinucci brought a program called Out with 
Equity to all six of the school system's high schools. 
This program offers support groups for kids who are 
questioning their sexuality ("peeking into the closet" 
is the homosexual term); confidential health services 
(condoms and information about homosexual sex); 
and "safe zones" in each building (classrooms where 
teachers have been trained to answer questions 
about sexual orientation.) 

Oln the vanguard is a group called the Gay, Les
bian and Straight Teachers Network. This group has 
the ear of President Clinton and is quietly effective in 
introducing homosexuality in the classroom. The 
public schools are the missionary ground for those 
advocating homosexuality. Founded in Boston six 
years ago, GLSTN led the drive to "ban discrimina
tion on the basis of sexual orientation" in Massachu
setts public schools. 

GLSTN is seeing steady progress. Five states and 
numerous school districts have changed their educa
tional codes to bar discrimination based on sexual 
orientation. 

Perhaps here, finally, is a legitimate use of the 
word "homophobia." School districts see a minefield 
of potential litigation. The National Education Asso
ciation has a long-standing policy of providing free 
legal counsel to teachers who feel they've been dis
criminated against because of their homosexuality. 
The Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund is 
representing free a number of teachers who make 
such claims. 

Homosexuals want your kids to be homosexuals. 
The Queers, which is what they call themselves, are 
using the tax-supported schools of America to re
cruit even elementary children into their ranks. Par
ents need to beware of the homosexual teacher in the 
classroom. 

Way Out West 
OThe Westside church in Midland, Texas, sent a 

letter (Feb. 12, 1997) to the Golf Course Road elders 
expressing deep concern about teaching and prac
tices at Golf Course Road. The letter mentioned (1) 
embracing Promise Keeper's movement, advocacy of 
open fellowship with denominations and joint par
ticipation with sectarian churches and (2) GCR 
Workshop Uan. '97) saw Golf Course Road elders 
serving the Lord's Supper on Saturday and (3) GCR 

claims of instant healing of physical ailments by di
rect operation of the Holy Spirit when GCR elders 
laid hands on the sick 

The Westside church called for clarification and 
suggested it may have no choice but to "mark them 
that are causing the divisions and occasions of stum
bling, contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and 
turn away from them." Congregations in the Mid
land area received a copy of the letter. 

The Firm Foundation called the Golf Course 
Road Church to ask about the situation. We received 
a sixteen page response and the request that we print 
it all or none at all. The response confirms that GCR 
unabashedly supports Promise Keepers and is fully 
aware of the interdenominational nature of the 
movement. The elders of GCR acknowledge serving 
the Lord's Supper on Saturday, and say they will do 
so again, but not on a regular basis. The paper denies 
that the GCR elders claim to have experienced 
miracles like those we read about in the New Testa
ment, but also claims physical healing that is above 
natural recovery. It is neither miraculous nor non-mi
raculous. The claim is that the healing is supernatu
ral, but not perfect, which makes us wonder who is 
doing it. God, by his nature, cannot do anything im
mediately that is less than complete. 

Air and Wafer 

0 James Gerstenzano, "Viewed Less as Pagan
ism, Environmentalism is New Religious Cause" 
(Houston Chronicle, Feb. 7), says: "In short, wor
shipping the creator can also mean· worshipping the 
creation." Thayer says that the word translated 
"creature" in Romans 1:25 also means "creation." 
Gerstenzano says environmentalism is "new," but 
Paul wrote about it in the first century- that's about 
2,000 years ago. The columnist for the Chronicle 
obviously has never heard of Harry Ward, Emerson 
Fosdick, Walter Rauchenbusch, and the Social Gos
pel. It short: It ain't new, but it is foolish, as Paul says. 

Watch out, brethren, there are straws in the wind 
(Christian Scholar's Conference papers) indicating 
the old error is about to in the restored church. 
How sad that some, made in God's image, worship 
dirt. We want pure air and water, but we don't want 
to hear it about from the pulpit. It may be the busi
ness of schools and government and civic groups, but 
it is distinctly not the business of the church to pro
mote environmentalism. "If you can keep your head 
when all about you are losing theirs ... you'll be a 
Man, my son!" 
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Congrafulaflonsl 
OFriends and supporters of the Firm Foundation 

continue to send accolades for the work we do in 
holding high the banner of truth. Thought you might 
enjoy reading a few of these encouraging words: "We 
would like to start sending a bundle of ten to the con
gregation here so we can share in this good work. 
Again let me tell you how we appreciate the good 
work with the paper ... Thanks for living up to your 
name .... Thank you for the admonition and encour
agement I receive through your work (a contribution 
of $222.00 was included)." 

We received a letter from the beloved O.B. 
Porterfield that included this paragraph: "Please pray 
for us and we will pray for you and the great work 
you are doing. I had cancer surgery in February of 
last year, our house was nearly split in half by a tor
nado five days after getting out of the hospital, my 
wife suffered a heart attack in O(;tober and had to 
have surgery. She later fell and crushed her shoulder. 
I am not complaining. We thank God for life and that 
we A ~re getting better., O.B. Porterfield continues to 
"contend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered 
to the saints." God bless you, O.B., and your dear 
wife. You are a sterling example for the rest of us. 

lookleview 
OFrank Dunn, gospel preacher, has written an 

excellent book, Know Your Bible. The one volume, 
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650-page book, gives a summary of every book in the 
Bible. The scheme brother Dunn uses throughout 
the book is to give key words, key verses, key 
phrases, and key chapters for each Bible book. He 
then explains the message of the book and its pur
pose. This includes such things as the theme, design, 
history, and summary of each book in the Bible. He 
also explains the main divisions, great events, and 
great characters. An outline of the book is given. 
This is a helpful study volume. 

The Firm Foundation congratulates brother Dunn 
for this outstanding work. The lessons were originally 
presented over a period of 25 years (1970-1995) on a 
weekly radio program over WOAI-AM, and were 
heard in many states. 

In the introductory statements, Frank says: "The 
supreme attainment in life is to know God, the no
blest purpose of life is to glorify God, the worthiest 
aim in life is to please God, the greatest achievement 
in life is to be as godlike as possible. The greatest 
need in life is to have an obedient faith. The highest 
goal in life is to be with God forever." 

Know Your Bible will help one to know, glorify, 
please, and obey God and be with him eternally. Good 
job, Frank, your book will live and benefit many and 
serve as a tribute to your life's study and work. li: 

Wonderful new reference book 

Know Your Bible 
by Frank Dunn 

• Containing an analysis of every book 
In the Bible 

• Valuable guide and textbook 
• Personal Bible study 
o Men's classes 
• Women's groups 
• Preacher and teacher training 
• Adults and teen classes 

• Beautifully bound hardback 
•650pages 
o Suitable for libraries and treasured gifts 

•$25.00 each 
plus $2.50 shipping 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box210876 • Bedford, TX76095-7876 
1-800-572-3619 



Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: While visiting in Tennessee, I attended 
a congregation where I was taught that the individual 
Christian should not try to interpret the Bible on his 
own. Instead I was urged to rely on the research of 
select Bible professors in our "Christian" universities 
for the proper interpretation of God's Word. Is this 
approach common among us now? 

Answer: Sadly, it is becoming more and more 
common. Such pseudo-egotism on the part of its ad
herents serves to illustrate how much like Catholi
cism the "New Hermeneutic" movement is. Along 
with the trappings of Gnosticism (secret knowledge, 
or intellectualism) which adorn this modernistic 
mess, the young vanguards of this movement have 
not only set themselves apart (through their yearly 
"Christian Scholars" convocation) as possessing the 
only method of proper Bible interpretation, but they 
are now asserting themselves (sometimes subtly but 
always sanctimoniously) as being the only "qualified" 
guides to this holy knowledge ("qualified" by having 
earned a Ph.D. from Vanderbilt, St. Andrews, 
Princeton, Yale, Harvard, or Oxford). 

What does the Bible teach about this? The term 
hermeneutics is a transliteration of the classical 
Greek word Hermeneutike, a cognate of the verb 
form Hermeneuo. It is interesting to note that Plato 
was evidently the first to have used Hermeneutike as 
a technical word denoting the interpretation of lit
erature. The word hermeneutics was used for the 
first time to describe the study of Bible interpreta
tion in J.C. Danhauer's pivotal text, Hermeneutica 
Sacra, published in Strasburg in 1654. In fact, the 
very title of Danhauer's book became the descriptive 
phrase which early Latin scholars used to character
ize the science of Bible interpretation. 

According to the Scripture, 
an Individual Can Interpret the Bible 

The Bible teaches that an individual who is desirous 
of interpreting (knowing the correct meaning of) the 
will of God can do so by personal study and investi
gation (2 Tim. 2:15) without the aid of any other per-

son or "class" of persons a ohn 7:17; 8 :32). Al
though reading the works of men, such as commen
taries and sermons, may at times prove helpful, God 
has never authorized a "special professor/preacher 
class" to act as the rightful interpreters of his will to 
the church at large. 

That the Bible was written in a propositional 
style is a fact revealed by the internal testimony of 
Scripture Gohn 8:32; 14:15, 23; Gal. 1:6-12; 1 
Thess. 5 :21). By the word propositional we mean 
that the substantive doctrinal content of God's Word 
is set forth in a provable and knowable manner. 
Thus, it can be fully interpreted. A proposition is "a 
statement which says that something either is or is 
not the case." In describing the various kinds of 
propositional statements possible, it has been ob
served that: 

A proposition may be categorized in that it as
serts that something either is or is not the case, 
without stating any sort of conditions. Or, a 
proposition may be hypothetical in that it may 
state that if one thing is the case, then another 
thing will be the case. Or, a proposition may be 
disjunctive in that it may state that either one 
thing is the case or another thing is the case. 
A proposition may be conjunctive in that it may 
state that both of two propositions (or more) 
are true. In order for an individual to inter
pret the Word of God correctly, there are sev
eral necessary requisites. First, the one desir
ing to understand God's will must be honest of 
heart (Luke 8:15; Acts 13 :48). Second, one 
must strive for purity of heart and mind (Matt. 
5:8 ; 13:14,15; John 5 :14; Acts 7:51-53; 8:21; 
Phil. 4:8; II Tam. 4:3, 4). Third, one must have 
a firm belief in the facts of the Bible, and the 
evidence for this belief (faith) is produced by 
revelational proclamation (Rom. 10: 11-17; 1 
Cor. 15:1-4; Heb. 11 :1). 

Romanlsm Forbids Individual Interpretation 
D.R. Dungan has well stated, regarding official sanc
tions forbidding the individual interpretation of the 
Bible, that "this has been one of the great faults of 
the Catholic Church." He continues by stressing: 
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In the decision of their councils, that the laity 
of the church should not read that book, lest 
they should reach wrong views; they have left 
it entirely to the control of those whose special 
business it has been to furnish the people with a 
knowledge of heaven's will. This enables them 
to establish a monopoly of interpretation. So 
that, to the people, the Bible is not the book it
self; but the meaning of the book, as inter
preted by the priesthood, is to them the Bible. 

Finally, Dungan concludes by stating: 
This kind of power is always dangerous, as well 
in this respect, as in any other. Due chiefly to 
the gains made by Protestants during the Ref
ormation Movement, the Council of Trent 
(convened by the pope and meeting eighteen 
years from 1545 to 1563) made the following 
epoch decree in respect to Bible interpretation: 
'The interpretation of Scripture is to be given 
authoritatively by the church and not the indi
vidual.' 

Historian F. W. Mattox accurately recognized the 
logical consequence of this decision by concluding 
that: "an individual had the right to interpret the 
Scl'ipture only if his interpretation was not contrary 
to that of the [Catholic] church." · · 

Commenting further on the evolution of the au
thoritarian nature of the apostate Roman Church, 
Mattox traces its development as follows: 

28 

From the scriptural position of the priest
hood of all believers there grew up a distinct 
priestly class. ••• The early leaders warned 
against falling for this idea, but soon a priestly 
class was developed and the priests began to do 
things for the common Christians that, they 
were told, they could not do for themselves. 

By 150 A.D. there is evidence of a distinction 
between those who served as ministers and the 
rest of the congregation. As the distinction 
grew the 'clergy' patterned itself after the jew
ish priesthood. Such a priesthood developed 
out of a prior separation of Christians into two 
levels, the spirituals and the carnals. 

If the ministers were to be priests they had to 
interpret the items of worship in such a way as 
to give themselves special functions and to jus
tify their position. The priestly idea grew up 
with the episcopacy. •.. From this point on the 
full priesthood required only a little time to de
velop. The theory that produced Medieval Ro
manism is centered in the idea that Christ lef~ 
with the church officials all of the powers and 
privileges that He had exercised while on 
earth. Because Jesus taught with infallible au
. thority while on earth it was assumed that the 
church officials· had the same authority. This 
theory made it unnecessary for the church 
membership at large to study the Bible as it was 
the priesthood's responsibility to tell them what 
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to do. It also became unnecessary for the priest 
to study, because his instruction came from his 
superiors. 

The notion of a clergy/laity system resulted in 
many diversions from the truth, as history will testify. 
This false concept was so broadly applied by the 
Catholic Church, and so strongly enforced, that it 
inevitably resulted in yielding the right of Bible inter
pretation exclusively to the papacy and the "messen
gers of Rome," the ordained priests. 

Today, those among us who are advocating the 
notion that one cannot interpret the Bible on his own 
are falling into the same gross error. 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, 1X 78748 

(Once again brother Meador has favored us with a 
well-researched answer to an important question. The 
winds of change are gusting strong and threaten to 
accelerate to hurricane strength. We must be careful 
that we are not "blown about by every wind of doc
trine.» Joseph Meador is doing a much needed work 
in helping to train men to preach the Word. Other 
schools of preaching are, in like· manner, producing 
faithful teachers of everlasting truth. Such valuable 
institutions will help the church to weather the storm 
-Dobbs.) 
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SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

"Preaching the Word- Defending the Faith" 

-one of the finest and most thorough two-year 
Bible programs know to me. It is completely Bible 
based, rigorous, and demanding •••• Founded in 
1978, Southwest graduates are recognized as 
true 'Men of the Book' who are sound and effec
tive evangelists!" 

That Is how brethren are describing the Bible department 
at Southwest. Call today to find out why/ 

Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 for a new catalog . 

Joseph D. Meador, Director 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 • swsbs@aol.com 
A warm welcome awaits Incoming students/ 



Directory 
Advertising in this section is $30 per line per 
year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 210876 

Bedford, Texas 76095-7876. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L. Laux (90i)~~4~~7007 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4~2.1: •• 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 
10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. ..... 
Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. · 

- Michigan - · 
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) ~~2:~8.4, 722-1871. 

Virginia -Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 

-Alabama- 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. - Mississippi -
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy <904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 
778-8955 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, p.m. "The Bible Speaks," WJTV 12, 6:30a.m. 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumely Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local conta~ .(~1.0} 278-9592. 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St::9s688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m.,· Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

C oeatral 
BURCH OF CHRIST 

1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

·- Colorado -
Aur~ra (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423 

minister. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 
665-8060. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., !'~~-.~:30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872)~ •••• 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. . .... 
Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, '4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St,,1Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., v:e.d:? ]'·m· (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington- Sunny View Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nebraska-
Omaha- Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

-Nevada-
minister. (3/4 miles ~~s! ?~Mobile Hwy.) Boulder City- Boulder City Church of Christ, 
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 845 Cottonwood 89005• (702) . 293-4019. 

I'd 1 S 30 0 3 6 
Sunday 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

next to Ho 1 ay nn. un. 9: ' 1 : 0 a.m., Hartley Simmons, minister. 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. ..... 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 ~·~; p;t miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho-
Jerome- Sll S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.ni (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundati?~ ~c~reship. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near "W_P!':~·. (513) 252-9444. 

Home of Firm Foundation Northwest Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th,~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City St:bool o(Biblic4l Studies, (405) 732-1050 or 
739-0705. 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer - Greer Church of Christ, 121 S S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 

CrossviUc - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill, ~!n}s!~r. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, ~!n.is!~r, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., 
between exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles 
north of Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, 
evangelist. Call (615) 859-3974, 643-0589, 
643-1021, 643-9404. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar B;y~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web. wt.net/-dgal 

Denton - Pearl Str~;t • Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7;3.0.~·~· 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Ch~;ch •of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrvillc Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs~~r~~c~er. 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Lubbock - Southsid; Ch~rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 10:15 a.m. Sun. worship aired 
live over KFYO 790 AM radio. . . . . . 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Millc~·.e~!n.gelist. 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

We recommend 

Roanoke-Church of Christ, Rusk &Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Se~i:~s !~English and Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio - North;r~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (2!~>. ~9.4-2499. 

Schertz- Church of Christ, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1·35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg - E~~id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 382-5292 (office) ..... 
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. . .... 
Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mile S.l-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) ~3.8;~4~6 • 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.blble-lnfonet.org/ 

• Sermons That Save by Robert R. Taylor Jr. ...........•.....•..•...••••••••.•••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••• $7.95 

• Among the Scholars by David Hester ...•......•....••.•.•..................•...•....•..••...••..••...•..••••.••••.•• $6.95 
· e Creation Compromises by Bert Thompson ..•...•••.•.•••••.••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $10.95 

• Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals by William Woodson and J. E. Choate •........•• $18.95 

• The Eternal Kingdom by F. W. Mattox ......•.........•.•.....•..•...•..•..............••...•...•.......••.•.....•• $11.00 

e Change Agents and Churches of Christ by William Woodson .......................................... $6.95 

lbese are excellent books to add to your own library. Tbey make wonderful gifts. 

Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. 
Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Sand all correspondence to Firm Founda
tion, Ad Department, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, TX 76095-7876. Classified and display ads 
must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be 
canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

r~sum~: Donald Finney, 6095 N. County Line 
Rd., Alma, MI 48801 (517) 463-8523. 

For Sale 
POWER Lectureship Books: The Two Covenants 
(1996 Lectureship) $15.00. The Major Prophets 
(1995) $15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) 
$12.00. The Providence of God (1989) $15.00. 
Order from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671 • (601) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping &: handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Preachers Wanted 
jester, 2nd Man Selection Committee Chairman, Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
1011 Harriet St., Carlisle, PA 17013. prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 

Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 
38340. We also buy religious books and libraries. Church of Christ in Kalispell, Montana, seeks an 

experienced preacher. Minimum of ten years full
time experience. Our congregation size is 225 to 
250 people. Modern building with Sunday class 
facilities. Preacher residence is provided. Beautiful 
area with small-town atmosphere. Married family 
man preferred. Send complete r&um~ and video 
tape of a recent lesson. Call (406) 752-8260 or 
(406) 257-5649 for more information, evenings 
only. 

Minister needed: Congregation of 80 in SE Texas 
Panhandle. Established church; all ages; town of 
1750. Comp. inc. salary and 3-BR house. Send 
r~sum~ to Church of Christ, Box 24 7, Paducah, 
TX 79248. Call Randall Ryan (days) (806) 492-
2009. (nights) (806) 492-2240. Fax (806) 492-
3698. Email byfell@juno.com · 

Seeking sound, conservative minister for a North 
Texas congregation. Attendance approximately 
100. Salary based on experience and education. 
Send resum~ to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1037, 
Pottsboro, TX 75076 

Retired conservative preacher needed for 
congregation of approx. 25. Call or write: Ed 
Spomer, P.O. Box 5665, Cheyenne WY 82003. 
(307) 634-3027 

Congregation of 180 members is seeking a 
biblically sound conservative evangelist committed 
to personal work and growth, able to relate to 
all age groups. Salary will be based on experience 
and education. Send r~sum~ and audio-video 
taped sermons to Elders, Washington St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 377, St. Albans, WV 25177. 
Call (304) 727-8175 anytime. Evenings (304) 
755-4564 or (304) 768-4658. Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 450 

members in South Georgia, very active in World 
Conservative minister wanted to preach for the Missions, and local church program seeks a man 
Oil City Church of Christ, Oil City, LA. Call J.R. to work in a multiple role with our Family Life 
Perkins at (318) 996-7450, or send email reply Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be a 
to jperkins@softdisk.com. Oil City Church of self-starter, and sound in the Faith. Salary 
Christ, P.O. Box 555, Oil City, LA 71061 negotiable. Send r~sume, references, and video 
Rural church needs preacher well grounded in or audio tape to elders, Forrest Park Church of 
the truth. Age 45 up. Congregation of 70-80 Christ, P.O. Box 2331, Valdosta, Georgia 31604. 
members. 3-BR home, utilities paid. 12 miles east 
of Camden, AR. Call Roland Nichols (SOl) 574• Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
2235 or Bob McClendon (501) 574•0707. congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 

preferred. Salary based on experience and 
Conservative experienced evangelist desired for education. Available by Oct. 1. Send r~sum~ and 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and intra 
Christ, 11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or of family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 
phone (303) 841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667-
~-----~~--------------------~-----~-------------------·6708. 

Minister wanted: Small country congregation of -----------------
approximately 35-4o members, seeking a sound, Preachers Available 
conservative, retired minister. Must have partial 
support. Contact William L Hettick (601) 289-
7536 after 6:00 p.m. or weekends, for the Nile 
Church of Christ, RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, 
Mississippi 29051. 

Preacher (60) married, retiring from secular work, 
june 1, 1997, desires to relocate in Michigan. 
Graduate of Memphis School of Preaching. For 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/U (1994) - $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach ·Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230. 
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Reproducible Bible Class Books for Adults by 
Louis Rushmore: Cost of Discipleship, Spirit 
Summarized, Bible Geography, Church Divine, 
Our Restoration Heritage. $10 each or all five 
for $45. 4325 SE Dr., Steubenville, OH 43952-
3353. (614) 266-2669 or rushmore@weir.net; 
www .Bible-InfoNet.org/rushmore/ 

Miscellaneous 
Attention School of Preaching Graduates! Earn 
your bachelor's degree without leaving your 
present ministry. No tuition! j.j. Turner, Director, 
Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. 
Lamar St., Denver, CO 80227, (800) 766-4641 

Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

Missionary, Great Britain - Missionary family 
of 4 looking for support for work in the for
gotten Mission Field, following graduation 
from Bear Valley Bible Institute in June. 
Conducted survey mission in summer of 1996. 
The fields are indeed white! Barry A. McDaniel, 
BVBID, 2707 s: Lamar, Denver, CO 80227. 
email 104727.3677@compuserve.com 

Minister wanted for established congregation of 
appr. 200. · Th~ Carlisle Church of Christ in 
Carlisle, PA is seeking a full-time 2nd man to 
work with present minister in preaching and 
teaching. Must be biblically and fundamentally 
sound in the scriptures. Must also be evangelistic 
minded with a strong desire for church growth. 
Position tentatively available in january 1998. 
Please send r~sam~ and videotape or audio tape 
of a recent sermon (video preferred) to David 

-Advertising Policy-

"Seek and Ye Shall Find" 
The best opportunity I've found in SO years 

to earn money and enjoy my work. 
Perhaps you can also. Let's talk about it. 

Call free 1-800-708-6237. 

We welcome your advertising. although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or 
refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. Thera are some things we will not promote, as a 
matter of policy: We try to be prudent. though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advartls.aments:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a 
full page. $45 for a half page; $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3·4 Inches, $10 for 1·2 
Inches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that In most Instances. the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts. and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 
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NOW RVRilRHU 
The BIBLE DIGEST, originally compiled by 

A.C. Stone and Audrey Stone in the 1950's, 
. has now been revised by Mary Stone Myers, 
Clifton "Bud" Hales, and Kippy Myers. 

By reading only the red words, you still get an 
overview of the entire Bible story from Creation to 
the death of Jesus and the building of His Church. 

We have added Historical Notes, which show how 
Bible events correspond to World History, and, 
instead of review, we have used the last chapter to 
address the "Wnlk in Newness of Life." 

The New Bible Digest assembles Scriptures on topics 
such as abortion, adultery, drunkenness, dishonesty, 
divorce, homosexuality, false teachers, heaven, hell, 
the wrath of God, evil companions, and other timely 
issues. 

240 pnges in soft bnck 
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Organizing (Outlining) the Sermon-2 
By Jess Hall 

The outl ine is to the sermon what the skeleton 
is to the body - each bone is connected to 
the next and it holds the whole thing together. 

Before beginning the outline, the preacher must have 
firmly in mind the one idea (or, if you please, the 
theme, controlling idea, thesis, proposition, focus) 
that he wants the congregation to remember. If the 
preacher does not know what he wants to say, how 
can he determine how he wants to say it? Stated dif
ferently, if there is mist in the pulpit, there will be fog 
in the pew. 

A good outline has unity. Every point is con
trolled by the main idea. Each main point must sup
port or advance the main idea. Each sub point must 
support or advance the main point to which it is sub
ordinate. All other points should be eliminated, no 
matter how valid they may be. Expository preaching 
is often poorly done because the sermon, though 
based on a single passage, has no single theme, but 
three, four, or five unrelated points. Unrelated points 
in the same presentation are not a sermon, but a col
lection of sermonettes. The hearers are more con
fused than edified. The connection between the 
points may be logical, chronological, thesis/antith
esis/synthesis, narrative, problem/solution, cause to 
effect, or effect to cause, to name a few, but the con
nection must be present. Further, it is insufficient for 
A to connect to B. B to connect to C, and C to con
nect to D, if there is no connection between A and C, 
A and D, and B and D. For example: 

A. God is love. 1 John 4:8. 

B. Love is patient. 1 Corinthians 13:4. (A and B 
connected by "love.") 

C. Patience is a Christian grace. (B and .C con
nected by "patience.") 

D. Christian graces make us frui tful. 2 Peter 1:8. 
(C and D connected by "Christian graces.") Each 
point is a valid poin t supported by scrip ture; how
ever, there is no theme that ties all points together 
and leads to a single focus that the hearers will re
member. Points related only because they are in the 
same sermon take the hearers on a journey, but they 
never bring them home. 

A good outline has harmony. The main points 
should echo each other. The best procedure is for the 
main points to be full sentences with parallel con
struction. The main points will then be "road signs" 
for the hearers - signals that they have arrived at 
a new division in the sermon. W hile alliteration, as
sonance, or some logical or chronological pattern 
may help the audie nce to remember the sermon, 
the points should not be so cleverly stated that the 
hearers wind up admiring the menu rather than the 
meal. 

A good outline has balance. Each point receives 
approximately equal development. A preacher who 
has three points and spends fifteen minutes on the 
first one must either preach too long or neglect at 
least one and probably both of his other points. If 
one point requires inordinate attention (related to 
the other points in the sermon), that point probably 
justifies a sermon devoted exclusively to it. 

(continued on page 2 1) 
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Editorial 
Does Mark 9:38-41 Justify 
Open Fellowship With All 

Who Call Jesus Lord? 
By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

S orne are confused over whether Mark 
9:38-41 instructs the disciple of Jesus to 
accept as saved those who teach things 

contrary to sound doctrine, especially concern
ing the plan of redemption. The passage reads: 

John said unto him, Teacher, we saw one casting 
out demons in thy name; and we fo rbade him, 
because he followed not us. But Jesus said, Forbid 
him not: for there is no man who shall do a 
mighty work in my name, and be able quickly to 
speak evil of me. For he that is not against us is fo r us. For who· 
soever shall give you a cup o f water to d rink, because ye are 
Christ' s, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his re-
ward (ASV). 

A popular writer commented: 
Remember when the apostles wanted Jesus to condemn 

ano ther minister who dida't belong to their group? It's the 
story of Mark 9. John and the other disciples had seen another 
fellow doing some incredible t hings - casting out demons, 
changing lives. And what's more, the man was giving credit to 
God. He was doing it in the name of Christ. H e just wasn't a 
part of the apostles' team. 

Everything about him was so right : Right results, right 
heart. But wrong group. John wants to know if he did the right 
thing in telling the man to stop. J ohn's not cocky, he's confused. 
So are many of our people today. 

The writer then boasted about how much he had learned from 
a Presbyterian, a Catholic, a Nazarene, a Pentecostal, and a Bap
tist. He described people in these denominational groups as sin
cere in heart and giving God the glory. He concluded that anyone 
who is doing good works, in the name of Jesus, is acceptable to 
God while remaining in his sectarian affiliation. The test of fellow
ship suggested is, "First, look at the fruit. Is it good? Is it healthy? 
If the person is bearing fruit, be grateful! A good tree cannot pro
duce bad fruit, so be thankful that God is at work in groups other 
than yours." He announced that "a much more tempered John 
would reduce it to this: 'Whosoever confesses that Jesus is the Son 
of God has God living in him'" (1 John 4: 15). 

The unavoidable conclusion from this line of reasoning is that 
the only condition of eternal salvation is to confess Jesus as the 
Son of God. If that is true, then every professing Christian reli
gious group is secure and there is no need for churches of Christ 
to exist. The charitable thing is to sell our property, give the money 
to the poor, and join the nearest denomination. 

If the conclusion is false and the souls of those who do not pre-



cisely obey the commands of God are in jeopardy, then we have an 
obligation, before God, to "expound unto them the way of God 
more accurately." The concern is not to prove "us" to be right and 
all others to be wrong, but for the safety of priceless souls. It is not 
done for boasting and seeking dominion over others. It is a matter 
of keeping our trust as good stewards and caring enough for the 
alien sinner to help him understand what he needs to do to have the 
everlasting benediction of God. It springs from a sincere desire to 
have all men to obey him who is the "author of eternal salvation to 
all them that obey him." A love for truth and lost souls compels us 
to warn that when Jesus comes in judgment he will take vengeance 
on "them that obey not the gospel" (2 Thess. 1:7-8). 

We must keep in mind that there is one faith (Eph. 4:5). Jesus 
is the way, the truth, and the life Oohn 14:6). Paul told Timothy to 
"charge some that they teach no other doctrine" (1 Tim. 1:3 ). Paul 
warned: 

If any man teacheth a different doctrine, and consenteth not to 
sound words, even the words of our Lord jesus Christ, and to 
the doctrine which is according to godliness; he is puffed up, 
knowing nothing, but doting about questionings and disputes 
of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 
wranglings of men corrupted in mind and bereft of the truth, 
supposing that godliness is a way of gain (1 Tim. 6:3-5 ASV). 

The New Testament is emphatic in telling us to stick hard by 
the exact teaching of Jesus and 'the apostles. The first church in 
Jerusalem "continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fel
lowship." We, too, must hold firmly to the teaching of the New 
Testament that we may be in fellowship with all who "walk in the 
light" (1 John 1:7). Saints are to "speak the same thing ... per
fected together in the same mind and in the same judgment." 

The inferred suggestion is that the one casting out demons was 
teaching a different doctrine from Jesus and the apostles. When 
this is presented in a way that suggests it is parallel to Catholics, 
Presbyterians, Nazarenes, Pentecostals and churches of Christ not 
being in the same group and not agreeing in their teaching, it af
firms that the person John saw was teaching a different doctrine 
from Jesus and the apostles. Otherwise, the two situations are not 
similar. 

If two groups, each teaching the truth of revelation, condemn 
each other out of jealousy, that might be parallel ... and it would be 
wrong. If one group is teaching truth and a different group is 
teaching error, the situation is not analogous to Mark 9:38-40. 

The one John saw was acting, according to the text, in the 
name of Jesus. 

This means he was doing miracles with the authority and by 
the approval of Jesus. It is inconceivable that he was teaching 
something that contradicted what Jesus taught. His teaching had 
Jesus' endorsement. The teaching of denominational bodies is dif
ferent from the teaching of the New Testament and does not have 
divine approval. 

Miracles of the first century were to confirm what God spoke 
through his son (He b. 2: 1-4 ). If the one who was casting out 
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demons was teaching something other· than what 
Jesus taught, we have God confirming contradictory 
ideas. This is unacceptably confusing and therefore 
impugns the nature of God. Jesus said, "[T]here is no 
man who shall do a mighty work in my name, and be 
able quickly to speak evil of me" (Mark 9:39 ASV). 

There were others, besides the apostles, whom 
the Lord sent to urge the Jews to repent. The seventy, 
for instance, were among that number (Luke 10:1). 
Jesus doubtless empowered the seventy to cast out 
demons. Jesus gave the apostles power over demons 
when he sent them out on a similar mission (Matt. 
10:5-8). The seventy preached the same message as 
the twelve - not a different plan or purpose. This 
man could have been one of the seventy. 

Jesus declared, "He that is not against us is for 
us" (Mark 9:40). If this means that everyone who is 
not actively opposing Jesus has communion with 
him, there is a new basis for fellowship. The people 
who ignore Jesus are not necessarily against him, but 
are they in fellowship with him? Clearly, Jesus is say
ing this man is not against us because he does 

miracles in my name and is teaching the truth. On 
another occasion Jesus said, "He that is not with me 
is against me, and he that gathereth not with me 
scattereth" (Matt. 12:30 ASV). The two verses do 
not gainsay each other and therefore this explanation 
must be correct. 

The question remains whether God is a stickler 
for the details of his law. A quick reminder of Nadab, 
Abihu, Uzzah, Ananias, Sapphira, Peter at Galatia, 
and the man who picked up sticks on the Sabbath is 
enough to prove that God will allow no tampering 
with his statutes, no matter how slight the thing may 
seem to us. 

God's Word is immutable simply because it is 
God's Word. No one of sound mind would be con
tent to go to the final judgment having ignored a jot 
or tittle of the commandments of the Lord. The only 
safe course is to do precisely and exactly what God 
tells us to do in exactly and precisely the way God 
tells us to do it. Anything else is folly. 

P. 0. Box 690 192 
Houston, TX 77070 

1}-

Did you wait too late for a singing school in 1997? The dates are filling up fast! 

4 

-"Singing with Grace''-
taught for 3 evenings (Sun.-Tues.) by 

Burt Jones 

)1 Learn to 
)\ Read music 
)\ Lead singing 
)\Sight read easily 
)\ Increase enthusiasm 

for congregational singing 

}. "I have conducted approximately 900 singing schools throughout the brother-
hood. Brother Burt Jones does an outstanding job with his 'Singing with Grace' Burt Jones 
singing schools. He is the only man I know that does this on a full-time basis as Song leader, song writer for 40 years 
a mission work. He has both the experience and the credentials. Your congre- B.S. Music Education 
galion would be well served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at Gospel Preacher 
your earliest convenience." - Ralph Casey, song leader, Georgia Instructor, West Virginia School of Preaching 

}. "We had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to assist us in our congregational singing. We have asked him back to conduct both 
a singing school and gospel meeting. Excellent!" - Carl Garner, gospel preacher, Dripping Springs, Texas 

}. "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously been received throughout the brotherhood with much enthusiasm. 1 
recommend this singing school very highly!" - Emanuel Daugherty, Director, West VIrginia School of Preaching Moundsville wv • ' 
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To schedule your singing school write 
P. 0. Box 985 • Moundsville, West inia 26041 



Orderly House 
By J. A. McNutt 

Hezekiah was sick unto death. And the 
prophet, Isaiah the son of Amoz 
came to him, and said unto him, thus 

saith the Lord, Set thine house in order; for 
thou shalt die, and not live. Then he turned his 
face to the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, say
ing, I beseech the, 0 Lord, remember now how 
I have walked before thee in truth and with a 
perfect heart, and have done that which is 
good in thy sight, And Hezekiah wept sore (2 
Kings 20:1-3). 

Hezekiah was one of the good kings. He ruled 
over Judah for 29 years. He feared and served Jeho
vah. He was a courageous, capable leader, who abol
ished idolatry in the land and called for the people to 
return to God. It was Hezekiah who cleansed and 
reopened the Temple of God. He "walked before 
God with a perfect heart." 

Yet, in the middle of his reign, he becomes the 
victim of a fatal sickness, and the prophet brought 
him a message from the Lord, saying, "thou shalt 
die/' This reminds us that good people die as well as 
the sinful. Young and old, the rich and famous in this 
world, and powerful rulers, must face the grim 
reaper (Heb. 9:27). 

What Did Hezekiah Do? 
Hezekiah wept and prayed. Are you surprised? What 
would you have done? I am sure he prayed to God 
many times. His voice was not that of a stranger. He 
prayed and wept and God heard his cry for help, saw 
his tears, and added fifteen years to his life. 

On the third day he entered the Temple of God to 
worship and praise God for his deliverance from 
death. Don't you know that he was happy to go to the 
"House of God"? If you had lived through the same 
crisis would anyone have to plead with you to come to 
church and worship God? Not all men are grateful. 

Jesus healed ten lepers, but only one came back 
to thank Christ for deliverance (Luke 17:12-19). 

Set Thine House In Order 
Death stands at the door. Hezekiah was a righteous 
ruler, but after Hezekiah died his son, Manasseh, as
cended the throne, did evil in the sight of the Lord by 
rebuilding the altars that his father had destroyed. 
He turned the nation of Judah back into idolatry, 
which ultimately resulted in the fall of Judah and sla-

very in a foreign land. Manasseh was only 12 years 
old when his father died. Wicked people influenced 
the young king to reject his father's counsel, and he 
refused to serve the God whom his father had 
served. 

Our God, a God of Law and Order 
God's dealing with man has never been haphazard 
and inconsistent. God is the Father of lights "with 
whom there is no variation or shadow of turning." 
He tells us in Malachi 3:6, "I am the Lord, I change 
not." "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 
forever" (Heb. 13:8). We serve a God who never 
changes in his nature or his purpose to save man. He 
has the right to specify the conditions upon which he 
will save sinful man. 

There are two great principles that never change. 
They are faith in God and obedience to his Word. We 
are free from the Law of Moses, but we are not with
out law since we are subject to the Perfect Law of 
Liberty under Christ Games 1 :25). It is by this law 
that all men will be judged Games 2: 12). Paul speaks 
of himself as "being not without law to God, but un
der the law to Christ" (1 Cor. 9:21). 

Liberty is granted by the grace and love of God, 
but that liberty must not be used as a license to sin 
(Gal. 5:13 ). If you have been deceived into believing 
that salvation doesn't depend upon any action or re
sponse upon the part of man to receive God's gift 
you have no promise of salvation. 

The World Needs to Be Set in Order 
I need not tell you that the world today is in a state of 
chaos and confusion. Crime is an increasing prob
lem. Human life has become of no value in our soci
ety. Gangs rule our streets. Children take guns into 
the class rooms. Shootings and murders occur daily. 
Law-abiding citizens live behind locked doors and 
barred windows. The courts set rapists, perverts, 
and hardened criminals free to roam the streets and 
repeat their crimes against innocent victims. What 
can be done? When will senseless crimes cease? 

This world [America] needs to be set in order. 
The major problem is a little three-letter word, sin. 
Sinners need a Savior. A return to God and his Word 
would solve the world's crisis. 
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Materialism creates a fool's paradise. Men seem 
to be determined to destroy themselves and wreck 
the world. Sin is a form of insanity. When the prodi
gal son left home for a "far country" where he 
wasted his heritage in the pursuit of sinful pleasures, 
it is said that he "came to himself." He "came to his 
senses." He came to himself and therefore had not 
been "at" himself. 

To Set the World in Order Begins with Man 
We want to convert the world to Christ, but conver
sion is an individual matter and is done one person at 
a time. The soul that is saved saves another. The great
est number ever added to the Lord's church at one 
time, was 3,000 souls on Pentecost (Acts 2:38-40). 
The Lord added those who had repented and been 
baptized for the remission of their sins. 

If we hope to set the world in order we must be
gin with self. Are we faithful? Are we living a righ
teous life? Have we been born of water and the 
Spirit? Are we really following the Lord? Are we 
spiritual leaders in our homes, setting the example 
for our children? 

Example: Man reading newspaper doesn't want 
to be interrupted by his small boy who keeps coming 
to him with questions. Tells him to go play. The boy 
keeps coming back until the father tears up a map of 
the world and asks the boy to put it together and 
shortly the boy is back with map restored. Father 
asks, "Son how did you do that so quickly?" Boy re
plies, "Dad it was easy there was a picture of a man 
on the back. I put the man back together and the 
world was 0 K." 

If we can change the hearts and minds of men we 
can change the world. The gospel of Christ is the 
power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1: 16). When it is 
heard, believed and obeyed it will save men and 
change the world. It would be free of drugs and vio
lence. Peace would prevail. Are you old enough to 
remember when you could leave your doors un
locked and walk the streets without fear of being 
robbed and killed? It can be like that again if man
kind changes. 

Did Christ Set His Church in Order? 
In the beginning the earth was without form and void, 
but God corrected the situation by setting everything 
in order. "The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament sheweth his handiwork" (Psa. 19: 1). 
"The stars singing as they shine proclaim, the hand 
that made us is divine." 

The God that made the world is a God of law and 
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order. He always has a plan - a program and design 
in all that he does. The types of the Old Testament 
were always accurate in picturing future events that 
would occur in the New Testament age·. There was a 
divine purpose in the shedding of the blood of ani
mals as a type of the sacrifice made by Jesus who 
purchased the church with his blood. Paul tells us 
that "without shedding of blood there is no remis
sion. Therefore, it was necessary that the pattern of 
things in heaven should be purified with these, but 
the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices 
than these" (Heb. 9:22-26). 

God Gave the PaHern for the Ark 
Some preachers abhor and reject pattern authority 
- could it possibly be because such specifications 
require explicit obedience, and they desire to set 
their own standards. When God commanded Noah 
to build the ark, he gave the exact dimensions of the 
vessel, specified the materials to be used, arranged 
the door of entrance on the side and the window 
above. Noah, accepting God's pattern, made noun
authorized additions or subtractions. We are told, 
"Thus Noah did, according to all that God com
manded him, so did he" (Gen. 6:14-22). If some of 
my liberal friends had been in charge of constructing 
the ark, it would have been launched as a very 
strange boat and the passengers would have drowned 
in the flood. Such a humanly designed craft would be 
no type of what God proposed for the salvation of 
man under the New Testament. 

God's PaHern for the Tabernacle 
God gave the orders for the construction of the Tab
ernacle in the wilderness. Everything down to the 
smallest detail was specified. It was designed as a 
portable tent for the worship of God by the nation of 
Israel during their wanderings in the wilderness. It 
was erected by Moses at Mount Sinai under direct 
instructions from God. It housed the divine emblems 
of worship and served as the place of worship for 
400 years, until a permanent temple was erected by 
Solomon in Jerusalem. 

The departments of the Taber~acle consisted of 
the court, the altar, the laver, the tent, . the Holy 
Place, and the most Holy Place. The exact dimension 
of each department and its contents were ordered by 
Jehovah and built as he directed. Why did it have to 
be so exact? Because God's pattern is always cor
rect, and each part was typical of the church Christ 
would build (Matt. 16:18). 

The Temple was a permanent place of worship 



after Israel settled in the land of Palestine and Jerusa
lem became the center for worship to God. The Tab
ernacle ceased to be used but all of its compartments 
and contents became a part of the Temple in Jerusa
lem. Now if you will open the New Testament and 
read Hebrews chapters 8-10 it will be clear that all 
the types and shadows of the Old Testament had to 
be exact because they became a reality under the 
New Covenant. 

When liberal theologians start altering God's 
pattern, they all talk of a new hermeneutic and 
adapting to cultural situations. They regard the Bible 
as a love letter. Grace only replaces the necessity of 
man's obedience to God. Every person does "what 
seems right in his own eyes"? 

We are being told that if the church is to survive, 

it must enter the market place, put on a show, enter
tain the crowds, and water down the message. Ex
cuse me, if I don't accept this assertion. 

In this age of change and rebellion against any 
authority whether it is civil or religious, we should 
recognize that there are some things that never 
change. Human nature has never changed. Sin is still 
sinful and the penalty is death (Rom. 6:23). Our Sav
ior does not change (Heb. 13:8). The appointment of 
death is certain (Heb. 9:27). Hell still exists to pun
ish the wicked (Rev. 21:8). Heaven is still the home 
of the righteous where sorrow is unknown (Rev. 
21 :3-4.) How dare the "change agents" tamper with 
God's pattern? God's Word is immutable. 

2426 LaCosta Dr. 
Bartlett, 1N 38134 

~ 

An Open LeHer to All 
Churches of Christ of Southern California 

I was shocked and dismayed this last week to at
tend a Youth Program at one of our churches -
on a Sunday morning at the 9:30a.m. assembly 

in the auditorium. The speaker, in his presentation, 
presented four ( 4) tape recordings of a full orches
trated band with all instruments. I could not believe 
my ears; there were guitars, drums, pianos, horns 
and string instruments of every nature. If it is OK to 
play a prerecorded tape, wouldn't it be just the same 
to have the full band play live? 

When I approached the director of the program I 
was told that this was a class, as communion was not 
being served until10:30 a.m., and I was also told that 
the Greek words for "music" were "not clear." I was 
told by an elder of that congregation that their elder
ship was not aware that instrumental music would be 
played in the auditorium that morning. 

Brethren, I have a concern that well over 25 0 
young people were badly misled that morning. Is it 
right for youth ministers, guest speakers, elders or 
others to introduce instrumental music of this mag
nitude in worship services among churches of 
Christ? Should the other churches at least have been 
told that this was going to happen? I have a great 
concern over what impression was made on the 
young people attending this Youth Program. I also 

have a concern if an eldership is not told about some
thing as serious as this. 

Are we being stumbling blocks for our young 
people? Why was this done in a secretive way with
out the eldership being informed? Why were the vis
iting congregations of Southern California, who sent 
their young people to this program, not told that this 
would be done? This didn't happen by accident. "We 
understand your concern and we will bring it up in 
our evaluation meeting afterwards," is skirting the 
issue. 

It was only a few years ago that another congre
gation at a Youth Program was going to take the 
Lord's Supper on Saturday night. What will happen 
next? Is this what change is all about? 

Let us prayerfully consider the actions that we 
take that are going to impact the soul salvation of all 
our young Christian brothers and sisters. Let us pray 
that we strive to be true to God's Word. Let us strive 
to live in harmony and in peace, but not peace at any 
price. Whatever happened to, "We speak where the 
Bible speaks and we are silent where the Bible is si
lent"? 

In service to Christ, 
D. Hershel Wilson 

~ 
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The Confession of an Atheist 
By Wayne Jackson 

Judith Hayes is an atheist. Reared as a Lutheran 
(Missouri Synod), she has abandoned any sem
blance of faith in God. Now, she is a bitter foe 

of religion especially Christianity (which she fre
quently confuses with Catholicism and Protestant 
denominationalism). A number of factors combined 
early in her life which contributed to her atheism. As 
a youngster she had a friend who was a Buddhist. 
Judith could not entertain the idea that her friend 
might be lost apart from Christ; so, rather, than care
fully examining the evidence to see whether or not 
the claims of the Lord are true, she simply decided, 
on an emotional basis, that the religion of J esus 
Christ could not be genuine. Then she married, and 
that relationship turned sour. Again, rather that con
sidering the possibility that she might be responsible 
for having made a bad choice in her marital selection, 
she blamed God for her disappointment. These fac
tors, among others, led this young woman to for
feit whatever degree of faith she had. Judith was 
formerly a columnist for the infidelic journal, 
Freethought Today, but she had a falling out with 
those folks, and so now, she is associated with The 
American Rationalist magazine (out of St. Louis) as a 
"Senior Writer." Last year Mrs. Hayes authored a 
book titled, In God We Trust: But Which One? (1996, 
Freedom From Religion Foundation). In this volume 
Judith is very caustic toward those who believe in a 
Supreme Being. She charges: 

Faith is the suspension of reason. Where reason 
prevails, faith has no place. Where faith pre
vails, reason cannot function. The two may not 
coexist. When people tell you to 'open your 
heart and let God in,' what they really mean is 
to stop using your brain and start sifting facts 
through the sieve of intuition and reve lation 
rather than reason (p.18). 

Inasmuch as Judith lives near me, here in north
ern California, and since she frequently contributes 
letters to the major newspaper of our area, I have 
corresponded with this lady over the past several 
months. I invited her to engage with me in an oral 
debate. She refused, claiming that public speaking 
was not her forte. I then suggested that she join me in 
a private question/answer session. She declined 
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again, explaining that this would also subject her to 
undue stress. There is much truth in that. 

Mrs. Hayes also writes a monthly column on the 
Internet, called "The Happy Heretic." (I am not sure 
about how "happy" she is; to quote a famous English 
playwright: "Methinks she doth protest too much.") 
Anyway, in her February presentation, she adopted a 
dramatic change in demeanor - one that is, quite 
frankly, very refreshing. 

For example, Judith concedes that not "all theists 
are dimwits." She continues: "It is jolting and insult
ing, not to mention arrogant and condescending, 
when freethinkers [as atheists like to think of them
selves] refer to all believers as 'nuts."' Wonderful, 
dear, you are making progress! Judith further muses: 
"Why do we feel the need to denigrate believers sim
ply because they believe?" I don't know, Judith; why 
did you feel the need to do so in your book? But, con
fession is good for the soul; so, continue please. 
"[S]imply believing should not make people fair game 
for name-calling." How nice. But wait: Our friend is 
not finished. "I think it's time we [atheists] stepped 
down from our non- theistic pedestals and put a rein 
on our arrogance . ... I catch myself now and again 
condescending and preening rather smugly. We must 
avoid these tendencies." 

Though it may be short-lived, this confession 
represents some degree of progress on the part of my 
atheistic neighbor! I am not suggesting that Judith 
Hayes is anywhere near to embracing biblical fa ith. 
However, I am a bit proud of her. She did not have to 
make those concessions, but she did. She is dead 
wrong in her ideology, but she is not without cour
age. Thanks, Judith! 

P. 0 . Box 55265 
Stockton, CA 95205 
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Destroyed into Nothing? 
By Kerry Duke 

The doctrine of eternal punishment is under at
tack. Offered in its place is the ancient theory 
of annihilation (the idea that wicked souls 

will cease to exist after a period of punishment). One 
argument for annihilation rests on a misunderstand
ing of the word destroy in Matthew 10:28: '~d fear 
not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell." Many have mistakenly 
claimed that "destroy" in this verse means to termi
nate existence. By their reasoning the wicked will be 
punished, but not forever. 

An obvious problem with this view is that it 
makes Jesus contradict himself. Jesus warned of "ev
erlasting fire" (Matt. 18:8; 25:41) where "their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched" (Mark 
9:44). The wicked will go into "everlasting punish
ment" (Matt. 25 :46). How can they be punished for
ever if they cease to exist? 

But does not the word destroy mean a termina
tion of existence? Mter all, if a building is destroyed, 
it no longer exists. The problem here is common in 
Bible interpretation. We often apply a word in a 
physical way when the Bible uses it in a spiritual 
sense. Destroy in Matthew 10:28 does not refer to 
the destruction of a material object. It is spiritual de
struction which has nothing to do with a termination 
of being. The word for destroy is apollumi, which can 
refer to physical destruction, but which often refers 
to spiritual ruin and misery. It is the word in Paul's 
warning, "Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom 
Christ died" (Rom. 14:15b). The prodigal "was dead, 
and is alive again; he was lost (apollum), and is 
found" (Luke 15:24). The wayward son was not de
stroyed physically; he was ruined and wrecked spiri
tually. He was "dead" and "lost" (destroyed), but he 
was no more physically destroyed than he was physi
cally dead. Similarly, when Jesus says that the wicked 
will be destroyed, He means that they will suffer ruin 
and misery- forever. The "everlasting destruction" 
of sinners in 2 Thessalonians 1:9 is to be understood 
in the same way. 

A simple way to understand this sense of the 
word destroy is to draw a parallel to the word create. 

This word can refer to bringing into existence some
thing that formerly did not exist. For centuries this 
has been called creation ex nihilo - out of nothing. 
But the word create can also refer to a change in the 
state of something or someone that already exists. 
When Paul says that we are "created in Christ Jesus" 
(Eph. 2:10), he does not mean that a being is brought 
into existence out of nothing. He means that an al
ready existing being has experienced a change in 
state. To say that a person becomes a new "creature" 
or creation (2 Cor. 5: 17) at baptism does not mean 
the person began to exist at this point. It simply 
means that his spiritual condition has changed. 

Likewise, the word destroy in Matthew 10:28 
does not mean the wicked will cease to exist; it 
means their state will change. The spiritual creation 
of a Christian is not the creation of a soul out of 
nothing; the spiritual destruction of a sinner is not 
the destruction of the soul into nothing. The creation 
of Ephesians 2:10 is a beginning of a state of exist
ence, not the beginning of existence itself. The de
struction of Matthew 10:28 is an end of a state of 
existence (one characterized by die opportunity to 
commune with God), not the end of existence itself. 
This simple analogy reveals the weakness of the anni
hilative approach to interpreting the Bible. 

The Bible offers no consolation to the lost. It does 
guarantee a sentence of eternal punishment for those 
who die in sin. May we never compromise this basic 
Bible doctrine in an already compromised world. 
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Houston College of the Bible Lectures 
David P. Brown, Lectureship Director 

"Premillennialism" 
- \June 15-18, 1997-

Sunday, June 15 
9:30a.m ................. A Study of Matthew 24 ........... .............................. ........ ............. .. ................... David P. Brown 

10:30 a.m .. ...... ......... What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Judgment? ................. ....... .... ......... .. Ira Y. Rice 
Barbecue dinner served at the building 

3:30 p.m . ................ What Does the Bible Teach Concerning "The Tribulation"? ........................ Barry Hatcher 
4:30 p.m ................. Is the Doctrine of Premillennialism Fatal Error? ............................................ Andy McClish 
7:30 p.m .. ............. .. What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Church and the Kingdom? .......... . Bob Berard 

Monday, June 16 
9:00 a.m ....... .......... 11 Peter and Christ's Second Coming ............ ...................... ............. ......... Roddy Covington 

10:00 a.m .. ......... ...... What Is the "Day of the Lord" of Joel Chapter 2? ............ ................................... Carl Garner 
11 :00 a.m ................. What Is the First Resurrection? .......................... ...... ........ ....... ........................... Lynn Parker 
1:30 p.m ....... .......... What Does the Bible Teach Concerning Christ's Mission? ................................. Bi lly Bland 
2:30 p.m ................. What Does the Bible Teach Concerning "The Rapture"? ............ ............. ......... Don Walker 

Ladies Class for ladies only - The Ultimate Spiritual Diet .................... ...... Corinne Elkins 
3:30 p.m ....... .......... What Is the Millennium? ............................................................ ............... ......... Bob Sweeten 
6:30p.m . .. ............ .. What Is the Battle of Armageddon? ........ ................................ ............... ........... .. Tyler Young 

Tuesday, June 17 
9:00a.m .............. ... What Does the Bible Teach Concerning the Resurrection?" .......................... Pat Mcintosh 

10:00 a.m . ................ A Study of "Jehovah's Witnesses" and Premillennialism ............. ............. Michael Hatcher 
11 :00 a.m . ................ Is Premillennialism a System of Infidelity? ............................................... ..... Frank Chesser 

1 :30 p.m ................. What Is the Binding of Satan? ..................................................................... Noah Hackworth 
2:30 p.m . ................ What Is the "1,000-Year Reign" of Revelation Chapter 20? ....... .................... Eddie Whitten 

Ladies Class for ladies only - Christian Virtues ................ ................. ......... Corinne Elkins 
3:30 p.m . ....... ......... A Study of the Prophesies of the Kingdom of God ... ................................ ...... Tommy Hicks 
4:30 p.m ........ ......... HCB Banquet at the Building 
6:30 p.m ................. Who Are the "Man of Sin" and "The Anti-Christ"? .................... ............... ............. Mark Lewis 
7:30 p.m ...... ........... Examining Certain Dispensationalist Preachers and Their Doctrines .... ..... Lindell Mitchell 

Wednesday, June 18 
9:00 a.m ...... .... ....... Has God Kept the Land Promises That He Made to Israel? ..... ............. ......... .... Tom Bright 

10:00 a.m ............ .... . What Is the Meaning of the "Last Days"? ......................................................... Lester Kamp 
11 :00 a.m ................. A Study of "Armstrong ism" in the Light of the Bible ................................ ......... . Michael Light 
1:30 p.m ...... ........... What Is "Anglo-lsraelism"? ..................................................... ................. .............. Tim Ayers 
2:30 p.m . ......... ....... What Does the Phrase, "When the Books Are Open" Mean? ............ .... . Royce Williamson 
3:30 p.m . ......... .... ... Passages from I and II Thessalonians Misused by Premillennialists .......... Tom Wacaster 
6:30 p.m . .. ......... .. ... Passages from the Book of Daniel Misused by Premillennialists .. ....... .... ...... Curtis Cates 
7:30 p.m ................. What Does the Bible Teach About the Second Coming of Christ? ..... ............ Dub McClish 
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6:00p.m. - Monday-Wednesday - Congregational singing 
Lunch provided for everyone at noon each day by the Spring congregation. 

Displays upon approval • RV hookups • Housing information (281) 350-4463 
Order video and audio tapes from Bible Resource Publications. 

-Spring Church of Christ-
1327 Spring-Cypress Road 

P. 0. Box 39 • Spring, Texas 77383 

Bob Berard, HCB Director • David P. Brown, Evangelist 
Peary Brackett, Ken Co hn, Buddy Roth, Elders 
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Murmansk: White Unto Harvest 
By Jeff W. Jarrett 

One hundred miles north of the Arctic Circle, 
on the coast of the Barents Sea, lies the city 
of Murmansk, Russia. With a population in 

excess of 600,000, Murmansk has a short, bur inter
esting history. In the past seventy years, it has been 
built, destroyed, and rebuilt. It was originally built in 
1914 to serve as the only Russian port with direct, 
year-round access to the Atlantic Ocean. Because of 
its strategic location, it was besieged by Nazi forces 
during World War II. Luftwaffe aircraft bombed the 
city and irs harbor relentlessly. Murmansk was re
duced to rubble, with the exception of hundreds of 
chimneys which remained standing. 

The horror of this warfare, ironically, was the 
beginning of a pleasant relationship which continues 
today between the citizens of Murmansk and the 
United States. During the siege, American ships ran 
the gauntlet between the coast of Finland and the 
Arctic ice to the port where the men, women and 
children of Murmansk transferred much needed sup
plies to boxcars. The fo rces of Fascism never con
quered Murmansk. Today this city is known as "gerod 
geroy," which means "the hero city." Recently, in 
honor of Allied assistance during World War II, a 
monument was erected in downtown Murmansk. 

Mission Work in Murmansk 
In these relatively hospitable conditions, Robert 
Hawkins labors to build up the Lord's church. Under 
the oversight of the Pine Street Church of Christ in 
Heber Springs, Ark., brother Hawkins has worked in 
Murmansk since December 1993. Much has been 
written about the fruitfulness of the Lord's work in 
the former Soviet Union. Murmansk is no exception. 
Opportunities to teach and preach are abundant. As 
brother Hawkins says, "If one can't get a Bible study 
here, something is wrong with him." Although the 
initial novelty of Christianity has worn off with most 
people, there are still many serious minded individuals 
who sincerely desire to learn more about God. In the 
past eighteen months, 27 souls have obeyed the gos
pel. Many of these are young people. Many have come 

from the denominations which have ,------....., 
already proliferated the area. 

Brother Hawkins' efforts in
clude teaching in three public 
schools on a regular basis and occa
sionally in four others. Classes are 
taught to children who range from 
10 to 18 years old are: History of 
Religion; Basic Bible; Evidences for Rod Rutherford 

the Existence of God and Conversion Accounts. 
Also, brother Hawkins, along with various campaign 
workers, has had numerous opportunities to teach in 
area colleges. All of these efforts have led to personal 
studies and conversions. 

Memphis School of Preaching Extension 
Under the oversight of the Knight Arnold Church of 
Christ in Memphis, Tenn., Billy Bland, Memphis 
School of Preaching instructor, leads frequent cam
paigns to Murmansk. Books and tracts by brethren 
such as Leroy Brownlow, Curtis Cates, Garland El
kins and Keith Mosher Sr. have been translated into 
Russian for use by the campaigners. Cliff Lyons 
heads an extension of the Memphis School of 
Preaching in Murmansk to train Russian men to 
preach the gospel. He works under the oversight of 
the congregation in Southaven, Mississippi. 

Faithful Follow-up 
As many veterans of Russian evangelism can attest, 
one of the critical needs is for more diligent 
follow-up teaching of converts. Many stories have 
been told of converts falling away as quickly as they 
are baptized. One campaign in another part of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States claimed hun
dreds of baptisms, yet less than 7 percent of those 
baptized were meeting for worship just three weeks 
after the campaign closed. 

One of the strongest points of the work in 
Murmansk is the conviction of all involved that 
teachers have a God-given responsibility, not only to 
preach the Word to the lost, but also to strengthen 
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the brethren (Matt. 28:19,20; 2 Tim. 4:2; Heb. 
12:12, 13). Brother Hawkins studies thoroughly 
with individuals before baptism and continues to 
study with them following baptism to insure that 
they have the Bible knowledge to remain faithful and 
to be effective workers in the kingdom. 

The future of the Lord's church appears bright in 
Murmansk. Pray that the Lord of the harvest will 
continue to send laborers into the fields. 

1312 West Pine St. 
Heber Springs, AR 72543 
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Hating Jews 
By Bill Lockwood 

Anti-semitic is defined as "one who cherishes 
hatred for Jews and their influence." Those 
acquainted with the currents of society know 

that the millstone of anti-semitic is draped around 
the neck of one who merely entertains the belief that 
the Jews were responsible for the crucifixion of 
Jesus (1 Thess. 2: 15). The factual account of the cru
cifixion we may preach boldly in our small commu
nity church-houses, but one wishing be a public fig
ure must avoid acknowledging it. For, this is cata
logued as anti-semitic for which there is no expiation 
in this life nor in that which is to come. If the reader 
is not aware of this I suggest some musings through 
20th-century political or religious literature. 

Illustrations 
For example, Patrick Buchanan was branded by Alan 
Dershowitz in a March issue of the jewish Bulletin as 
a "bigot and anti-Semite." As a spokesman for "the 
lunatic fringe" which feeds him information of a 
"pro-Nazi nature," Buchanan primarily gains a hear
ing with "kooks." What evidence indicts him? He 
questioned the historical accuracy of a certain ac
count which tells that "Jews were gassed at 
Treblinka" earlier this century. Even William F. 
Buckley had to fall in line and confess this amounts 
to being a "hater of Jewish people." 

In a paper called The Indiana Alumni it was re
ported that Roy Eckardt (Christian News, Nov. 9, 
1992), professor of religious studies at Lehigh Uni
versity and a clergyman in the United Methodist 
Church, called for a "radical redefinition of Chris
tianity" at a gathering of Jewish and Christian schol
ars from around the world. The meeting occurred 
on the Bloomington campus in 1980 in which they 
discussed the theme of the Holocaust. This self
appointed Sanhedrin concluded that one type of 
anti-Jewish bigotry is the "conversion" of Jewish 
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peoples. Eckhardt suggests that a "fitting response to 
the Holocaust requires the elimination of Christian
ity as a set of doctrines centering around a triumphant 
Christ." As a matter of fact, per Eckhard t, "the Chris
tian doctrine of the Resurrection helped to create the 
Holocaust event because Christian triumphalism 
(the belief of its ultimate triumph) meant the even
tual elimination of Judaism." 

United Methodist minister-historian Franklin 'H. 
Littell warns us that "the cornerstone of Christian 
anti-semiticism is the superseding or displacement 
myth, which already rings with the genocidal note." 
In other words, if you suppose that Israel is no longer 
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God's chosen people, but that the church is the Israel 
of God (Gal. 6:16), then you hate the Jewish race 
and are extending fellowship to ideas which form the 
foundation for mass genocide, such as Hitler prac
ticed in Germany. You are a Hitlerite. To convert the 
Jew is to pour vials of hate upon Semitic heads. 

In a recent book by Dr. Norman Beck of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, a professor of Texas 
Lutheran College in Seguin, Texas, entitled Mature 
Christianity in the 21st Century (reviewed by Chris
tian News, June 5, 1995) the unsuspecting public is 
pounded once more with the twaddle that "many 
sections in the Bible should be repudiated because 
they are anti-Jewish and anti-semitic." 

Anti-Semiticism? 
I do not deny that some persons today may harbor 
hatred for Jewish people within the depths of their 
heart, but it is absolutely nonsensical to interpret 
doubts as to the number of Jews killed during the 
Holocaust, or belief that Jews must become Chris
tians to be saved as enmity for a race of people. It is 
not more malicious than believing that illegal aliens 
must become naturalized citizens of this country, 
though I realize some foreigners on American soil 
today tell us this is hatred for non-Americans. 

Note the following. First, Norman Beck lectures 
us by saying, "[A]lthough the way to God through 
Jesus as the Christian Messiah may be the only way 
to God for us from our standpoint, ultimately God 
cannot be limited nor access to God restricted by any 
of us. Only God can limit God's self." I wonder what 
our Pentecostal friends would answer to this familiar 
sounding accusation? The Lord's church is falsely 
charged by them for limiting God because we realize 
the Bible teaches the cessation of miraculous gifts 
after the first century. The question hinges upon 
God's will - what has he said? - it does not "limit 
God" to recognize his restrictions upon who may be 
saved nor to whom the miraculous was bestowed. 

Second, to believe that Christianity "supersedes" 
or replaces Judaism as God's law for the salvation of 
mankind is not an "anti-Semitic" polemic. If it were, 
the last thing I would expect to find is that the gospel 
of Jesus Christ is extended to the Jew. However, as 
the New Testament reveals, the message was to the 
"Jew first" then to the Gentile. Further, how is it that 
a denial that Judaism is God's chosen system consti
tutes hatred for the Jew, but that the belief that the 
Jew continues today as God's chosen person does 
not constitute hatred for Christian people? And 
when was the last time you heard Judaism railed 

upon as fostering hatred of non-Jews? This fact 
alone ought to alarm the unenlightened as to what is 
occurring in our society. Is it not a bizarre twist of 
logic that the gospel of Christ "breaks down the 
middle wall of partition"- the Old Testament law 
(Eph. 2:11-18)- and renders all mankind on equal 
footing before God as far as the ability to come to 
God is concerned, as amounting to "hating Jews"? 
But this is what one must swallow to be "somebody" 
in popular religion. I call this brainwashing. 

Modern Translation 
Third, of utmost interest to those who study the ver
sion issue, a summons for modern translations which 
"excise" the "anti-Jewish polemic" of the New Testa
ment has been repeatedly issued since the World 
Council of Churches began this campaign in 1948. 
Joined by the Lutheran World Federation, the House 
of Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
1964, the Second Vatican Council in 1965, the Luth
eran Council in 1971 and the American Lutheran 
Church in 1974 the desire to "repudiate the defama
tory anti-Jewish rhetoric" in the Bible has become 
more pronounced. Norman Beck predicts· that the 
modern translation will "reduce to small-print status 
its most viciously defamatory particles" and commit
tees will utilize "circumlocution and translation ac
cording to the sense of the text in order to reduce 
pejorative statements about the Jews, Jewish religion, 
and the Pharisees." Beck also stated that "we will be 
more selective in our choice of lectionary texts, pro
viding readings that are less blatantly anti-Jewish" 
(CN, June 5, 1995). 

These Hers-in-wait ought to warn Bible believers 
on the Version issue. For, instead of naively surmising 
that lower criticism, the so-called "discipline" of Bible 
translation, is becoming more "scientific," a reality 
check discovers that the field is becoming more satu
rated with political correctness than anything else. Let 
my brotherhood peers and elders beware of plunging 
unawares into the translation/version issue. As Beck 
reminds us, even the methods of the selection of 
Greek manuscripts and texts fall prey to this criteria. 
The field is loaded with politics of which, if we are 
uninformed, our vision of the real issues will be 
clouded. 

Apparently, however, a translation "according to 
the sense" of the text will be joyfully received by the 
churches of Christ for the most part - regardless of 
what foolish agenda the translation committee seeks 
to fill, for this is the principle of translation beneath 
the bestselling New International Version which con-
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fesses to have "striven to pursue 'thought patterns 
and contextual meanings'" instead of an outdated 
"word for word translation." God's people have 
eaten up the NN and filled their bellies in childlike 
simplicity with this putrid principle. Why should 
they not be satisfied that the same operative prin
ciple is being utilized to gratify a different denomina
tional lust? 

Hateful Teachings of the New Testament 
Under the above caption Norman Beck places Paul's 
statement in 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 in which inspi
ration indicated that the Jews had not only "killed 
the Lord Jesus and the prophets" but had become 
contrary to all men "forbidding us to speak to the 
Gentiles." The historical accuracy of such a summa
tion is beside the point to modernists. When the 
apostle declares that "the wrath is come upon them 
to the uttermost"- evidently referring to the de
struction of Jerusalem - he was yielding to bigotry 
by venting the "'evil desire" to put "his boot on the 
Jews' necks." Let alone our Lord's weeping over the 
harlot city of Jerusalem, or Paul's intense love for his 
fellows (cf. Rom 9:1-4). He has become anti-Semitic, 
an inspirer of Adolf Hitler. 

Other anti-Semitic lines in the New Testament 
include the phrase "his blood be upon us and upon 
our children" (Matt. 27:25) and "when Herod saw 
that it had pleased the Jews that he had killed James, 
the brother of John, he arrested Peter also" (Acts 
12:3). We may expect these as well as similar sen
tences in future translations to be relegated to foot
notes or eliminated altogether. 

Why is it not anti-Germanic hatred to relate facts 
of Hitler's genocide against the Jews but it is 
anti-Semitic to discuss historical biblical events in 
which Jews were culprits? Why ignore the NT direc
tive of "love your enemies" (Matt. 5:44) which inci
dently set aside the Jewish canonized tradition of 
"love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy?" But this 
phrase will probably fall beneath the modernist's 
axe, who will find "insufficient textual data" to sup
port its reading in Matthew. Why mutilate Paul's his
torical statement regarding the cause of his persecu
tion by paraphrasing it to demonize him? I suppose 
modernists find no more difficulty in sprinkling in a 
few pejorative ideas to the apostle's words to poison 
his memory among us than in removing texts which 
they find offensive. 25 Cherrywood Circle 

Marshall~ TX 7 5 670 
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Willow Creek 
By J. E. Choate 

The Willow Creek Community Church claims 
to be the fastest growing and most popular 
church in America today. The Willow Creek 

church attracts 20,000 to its midweek and Sunday 
services. What makes Willow Creek such a phenom
enal church spectacular on the American religious 
scene? The answers to this question and numerous 
others are found in one Willow Creek publication. It 
is titled Willow Creek Community Church: Church 
Leaders Handbook (New, Expanded 1996 Edition). 
Here is much of the story of how and why the Willow 
Creek Community Church has grown into a large 
American denomination in twenty-five years. 

An article was printed January 23, 1991 in the 
Christian Century, written by Anthony B. Robinson 
titled "Learning from Willow Creek Community 
Church" that tells a part of the story. The Willow 
Community Church is located on 120 acres of a 
manicured campus in South Barrington, Ill., a north
west suburb of Chicago. A cluster of low lying build
ings in the distance looks like a prosperous corporate 
headquarters. There are no crosses or religious signs 
to suggest this is a church. 

Willow Creek Community Church began in 1975 
in a rented theater, with an unpaid staff, borrowed 
equipment, and a vision for reaching unchurched 
people in the Chicago area. Bill Hybels and a few as
sociates conducted an informal house survey in the 
Chicago suburb to locate and identify the un
churched in the area who did not attend any church, 
and to learn why they did not. 

Bill Hybels and his associates with a list of the 
unchurched started the Willow Creek Community 
Church. The first Willow Creek meeting took place 
in the rented Willow Creek Theater located in Pa
latine, Illinois. This was the church Bill Hybels built 
designed for people who did not go to church be
cause of indifference or suspicion. The first gather
ing numbered 125 people. With this list of the "un
churched," Bill Hybels and his group reached out to 
this large segment of people who did not go to 
church, or "do church." 

Today some 20,000 attend the midweek and Sun
day services of the Willow Creek church located in a 
white affluent "baby boomer" community. (Two gen-

erations ago, we would have in mind WASP [White 
Anglo-Saxon Protestant] neighborhood.) 

The services which take place at Willow Creek 
church today are unlike all other church services on 
American soil. The well lighted and spacious audito
rium with glass ceilings looks like a plush theater 
with theater seats and wide aisles. The luxurious fur
nishing attract those who are uncomfortable in tradi
tional churches. 

As the people file into the auditorium for the 
weekend "seeker services," a band is playing sub
dued contemporary jazz or rock. The worship ser
vice begins with the drawing of curtains across a 
huge stage while the tempo of the lively upbeat music 
gradually engages the audience. 

The worship services gets underway. The band 
plays contemporary rock and jazz with religious lyr
ics flashed on a wide video screen accompanied by 
16 vocalists and dancers. Actors stage dramatic skits. 
Congregational singing is minimal and simple. The 
performance has all the pizzazz of a professional 
stage show. A thunderous applause greets the conclu
sion of the entertainment phase. The people are told 
their applause is for God. 

The sermon begins - it is a statement of faith 
consistent with American evangelism. A knowledge of 
theology or the church's history is not needed. The 
sermons address such themes as love, compassion, 
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mercy, and other Christian virtues. The sermons also 
address the religious needs of the unchurched - the 
seekers who have come to Willow Creek. 

It is easy to understand why "copy cat" models of 
Willow Creek church in the Nashville area do not even 
come close to the entertainment flamboyance of the 
"mother community church" e.g., the Hendersonville 
Community Church, Woodmont Hills Family of God, 
and the Madison and Franklin churches of Christ. 

The mission of Willow Creek is to reach the in
different and turn them into fully devoted followers 
of Christ and make them feel good about themselves. 
The weird scenes in a Vineyard charismatic church 
where worshipers in prolonged fits of uncontrollable 
laughter, roar like animals, and fall out in swoons on 
the floor are not seen in South Barrington. 

The Willow Creek Association 
The Willow Creek Association was created in 1992 as 
the larger parachute organization of the Willow 
Creek Community Church to form mega denomina
tional churches attracted to the Willow Creek 
model. The annual membership in WCA which is 
separate from the Willow Creek Community Church 
is $199. The WCA is in no sense a structured de
nomination with a central authority. 

The purpose of WCA, as stated, is to turn irreli
gious people into followers of Christ. Currently some 
1400 churches are members of this trans-denomin
ational Association scattered across North America 
and 18 foreign countries. The membership is ex
pected to grow to 4,000 by the year 2000. Sixty-five 
percent of the WCA affiliates are denominational, and 
35 percent are nondenominational. Twenty seven per
cent of the churches are mainline denominations, e. g., 
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Methodist, Baptist, and Assemblies of God. 
Churches of Christ are not listed. However, we 

are confident that churches such as the Hender
sonville Community Church of Christ are WCA card 
carrying members. That the Woodmont Hills Family 
of God and theMadison Church of Christ are "aping" 
the worship and practices of the Willow Creek church 
is obvious. 

The WCA offers advice and instructions in their 
Annual Church Leadership Conference where they 
tell the associate leaders of membership churches 
how they got the job done at Willow Creek, and how 
to go out and do likewise. The WCA provides its as
sociate members with a wide variety of religious 
how-to-do-it kits. 

What Are the Connedions of Willow Creek 
with Churches of Christ? 

We do not know, but we can make educated guesses. 
Max Lucado and Jeff Walling endorse and give their 
full blessings to the community church paradigm 
(model). The purpose of this article is first to set forth 
ideas in a 1989 CSC paper presented by Thomas 
Olbricht who said that the churches of Christ are in a 
major paradigm shift taking place at the grass roots 
level of the churches. For all their saying, "our schol
ars" who delivered several esc papers in 1989 and 
1990 on the old hermeneutic and the new hermeneu
tic never got around to setting up the model. 

Gary Holloway and Michael Weed have filled in 
a part of that gap providing a second reason for this 
article. They have rendered a distinct service to con
servative churches of Christ in that they now pro
pose counter alternatives to replace the New Testa
ment patterns for worship and practices in churches 
of Christ with three proposed church models widely 
adopted in denominations. 

A paper co-authored by Gary Holloway and 
Michael Weed, titled "The Gospel in Urban Vessels: 
Churches of Christ Face the Twenty-First Century" 
was read May 1995 before a meeting of the Disciples 
of Christ Historical Society in Nashville. 

Both Holloway and Weed subscribe to the view 
that the churches of Christ are the creation of soci
etal influences over the passage of two hundred 
years. Holloway and Weed mention two clearly de-
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finable optional replacements for the New Testa
ment pattern for the faith, worship, and practices of 
churches of Christ. They write: 

late this scholarly gobbledygook into ordinary "baby 
boomer" rhetoric of the marketplace. 

Two models for worship changes are most evi
dent among Churches of Christ. One is the 
seeker service model of the Willow Creek Com
munity Church ..• The other model influencing 
Churches of Christ is third wave charismatic 
worship described by church growth expert Pe
ter C Wagner and others [the Vineyard Move
ment and the Kansas City Prophets-JEC]. 

They are suggesting there are three models out 
there -Willow Creek, the Vineyard Movement, and 
postmodern theology - which are viable options for 
churches of Christ to adopt in lieu of what the liberals 
say is the out-of-date New Testament pattern of the 
church and the old hermeneutic. 

The readers of this article will hardly believe 
their senses after they come to an understanding that 
Holloway and Weed are saying these influence the 
worship of the churches of Christ which should be 
influenced only by apostalic pattern. 

There is much more to this story which must 
wait for time and copy space for the telling. Much 
of the liberal side of this story is already in print in 
Wineskins, and CSC papers especially in 1989-1991. 

And even more startling are the implications of 
these words which identify the third model identified 
with postmodern theology: "'Certain cultural trends, 
such as restorationism,' or 'conservative postmodern
ism,' may aid in this recovery of traditions, but by far 
and large there is little sociological perspective to 
encourage optimism about the future of Churches of 
Christ." All we need to do for explanation is to trans-

(Editor,s comment: Thank you, brother Choate, 
for outlining yet another golden-calf syndrome 
among those hankering for the "leeks and the onions, 
or Egypt. It is abnormal to turn away from the divine 
pattern given in God-breathed scripture to follow a 
human pattern that has no higher authority than the 
glass ceiling of the Willow Creek building. "[T]here 
arose another generation after them, that knew not 
Jehovah,,- Dobbs.) 
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Eight Annual North111rest Arkansas Lectureship 
"Forming Christian Character" 2 Peter 1 :3·11 

-July 13-16, 1997-
Sunday, July 13 

10:30 a.m ....................................... His Divine Power .................................................................. Ted Knight 
6:00 p.m ..•••...•..••..••..••..••.•••..••...••• Called to Glory and Virtue ......................................... Dennis Gulledge 
7:00 p.m •••••..••..••.•••.•••••.••..••.•.•...•• Great Precious Promises .................................................... Bill Graddy 

Monday, July 14 
9:30 a.m ....................................... Partakers of Divine Nature .............................................. David Gibson 

10:30 a.m ....................................... Give All Diligence .....................................•..••........•...••••••••.•..•• Bill Dillon 
1:00 p.m ••...••.•••..••..••..••.•.••..•....••.. Add to Your Faith .............................................................. Chris Clouse 
6:30 p.m ....................................... Singing 
7:00 p.m ....................................... To Faith, Virtue ......................................................... Don Deffenbaugh 
8:00 p.m ....................................... To Virtue, Knowledge .......................................................... Gene Wood 

Tuesday, July 15 
9:30a.m ....................................... To Knowledge, Self-control .................................. Johnnie Scaggs Jr. 

10:30 a.m ....................................... To Self-control, Patience ................................................... David South 
1:00 p.m ....................................... To Patience, Godliness ......................................................... Bill Willard 
6:30 p.m ....................................... Singing 
7:00p.m ....................................... To Godliness, Brotherly Kindness ...................................... Jim Gaskill 
8:00 p.m ....................................... To Brotherly Kindness, Charity (Love) ................................ lvle Pow~ll 

Wednesday, July 16 
9:30a.m ....................................... If These Things Be In You, and Abound .................... Terry W. Frizzell 

10:30 a.m ....................................... He That Lacks These Things ......................................... Ray Crawford 
1:00 p.m ....................................... Make Your Calling and Election Sure ................................. Robert Ball 
2:00 p.m ....................................... Open Forum ......................................................................... Ted Knight 
6:30 p.m ....................................... Singing 
7:00p.m ....................................... Ye Shall Never Fall ............................................................. Dean Fugett 
8:00 p.m ....................................... Into the Everlasting Kingdom ..................................... Richard England 

-Terry S. Frizzell, Director~ (501) 743-1212 or 743-2663-

-Bellefonte Church of Christ-
At. 2 Box 292 • Harrision, Arkansas 72601 • (501) 743-1212 or 743-2663 
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LiHie Rock Church 
By E. Claude Gardner 

I t my request the Little Rock Church of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, provided three publications 
and a tape of a sermon presented on January 

19,1997. The documents are: The History, Goals, 
and Beliefs of Little Rock Church, Ministry Goals 
Little Rock Church 1997, and House Church Objec
tives. 

Here are significant references and quotations 
which give a picture of this new denomination: 

1. Little Rock Church (LRC) began in March of 
1986 .... The original group came primarily from a 
Church of Christ background. 

2. One of their "major desires" is "to be an open 
fellowship, accepting people where they are ... " 

3. The Holy Spirit "actively works in and 
through the life of the believer, both directly and 
through the living and active Word he authored." 

4. "We regularly have prayer and words of shar
ing and praise brought by members of the body, and 
believe that God often speaks to the whole body 
through the experiences and praises shared by a 
single individual." 

LRC currently has 6 elders ... supports three men 
in full-time work for the church. 

The above is from The History, Goals and Beliefs 
of Little Rock Church. 

From the book Ministry Goals Little Rock 
Church 1997 the following items are noted: 
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1. Continue promoting Promise Keepers confer
ences and encouraging men to attend. Special em
phasis will be placed on the Washington, D.C. rally. 

2. Another objective: "To observe special cel
ebrations in our assemblies ... Children's Dedication 
Service." 

3. Under "Worship Ministry Goals" these objec
tives are given: "Provide opportunities for instru
mental worship (Saturday PM, Sunday PM, Sunday 
AM), Preassembly ... Seek opportunities to cooper
ate/worship with other [denominational] churches in 
the community." 

4. "Help members clarify the message ijesus, 
not church)." 

5. "Host special prayer events· in preparation for 
our Easter ... " 

6. "People who feel called by God to teach 
adults. People who feel called by God to preach in 
our assemblies." 

From the book, House Church Objectives the fol
lowing: 

1. Generous quotes are from denominational 
preachers and writers as: John R. Stott, Bruce Larsen, 
A.W. Tozer, E.M. Bounds, Ray Stedman, P.T. Forsythe, 
Soren Kierkegaard, John Donne, and Larry Gilbert. 

2. E.M. Bounds is quoted: "The Holy Spirit does 
not flow through methods, but through me .... Bring
ing them into a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ." 

3. "There is no substitute for discipling another 
person!" 

4. "Don't be at all vague regarding how you be
came a Christian. Speak of Christ, not the church. 
Refer to the decision you made, the moment of time 
when you received the Lord." 

5. "What happened after you trusted Christ?" 
The tape of a service on January 19,1997, is a 

sermon by Dr. Phillip Goad. 
During his sermon he presented some girls to 

sing about grace. Goad extended what he called an 
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"invitation" but he said it was not often done. In giv
ing the invitation he was not specific as to how one 
can be saved but the implication was that it is by 
accepting Jesus by faith only. 

Observations 
From the above documented quotations one may 
reasonably conclude: 

1. The Little Rock church is not a church of 
Christ. 

2. It believes in open fellowship and accepts de
nominational worship and doctrine. 

3. It stresses an "exciting worship," with an em
phasis on "the experiential and testimonials." 

4. It appears to desire to be a "mutual ministry 
church" but it has three paid ministers. 

5. It seeks to avoid controversial topics. It does 
not want to be judged and it is hesitant to judge oth
ers for their beliefs. 

7. It subscribes to the premillennial theory that 
Christ will "return to earth ... to establish the king
dom." 

8. It endorses Promise Keepers which promotes 
numerous doctrines in conflict with the New Testa
ment. 

Nearly 20 years in existenc~ ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 
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9. Instrumental music is not opposed but is used 
in some settings. 

10. It does not claim to be the church of the New 
Testament. It does not promote the plea of returning 
to New Testament Christianity. 

11. It follows the practice of the "discipling move
ment" which has been identified in Boston and other 
places as being a cult. It may have cultic features. It 
has an intricate system of House Churches. 

12. Special celebrations, without New Testament 
authority, include Easter and Children's Dedication. 

13. Promotes the popular error of: "Christ, yes; 
the church, no," or "The Man and not the Plan." 
(Since the church is ignored and "played down," 
LRC ought not have church in its name - ECG.) 

14. The Holy Spirit is supposed to guide one in a 
direct and special way. Also, God "calls" us forcer
tain work such as preaching. 

If a member of the Lord's church has affiliated 
with the Little Rock Church thinking it is the church 
of the New Testament, he or she has been hood
winked. 
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Anecdotal 
By Jerry Brewer 

Asserting that "the Holy Spirit of God speaks 
to us not just through the Bible," Joe Beam at
tempts to make a case for what he calls anec

dotal evidence as proof of the Holy Spirit's work to
day. His attempt amounts to nothing more than old 
fashioned holy roller testimony. It is based upon 
unsanctified, bovine, sentimental human experience. 
It is at best uncircumcised. 

Citing the council at Jerusalem in Acts 15 as an 
example of how the Holy Spirit operates today, Beam 
says they based their decision on anecdotal evidence. 

The apostles and elders met to consider 
this question. Mter much discussion, Peter got 
up and addressed them: Brothers, you know 
that some time ago God made a choice among 
you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips 
the message of the gospel and believe (NIV). 

He's referring, of course, back to what hap
pened in Acts chapters 10 and 11, the conver
sion story of Cornelius. And he goes on telling 
what God had done. In verse 8: 'God, who 
knows the heart, showed that he accepted them 
by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to 
us' (NIV). And of course on that occasion the 
Holy Spirit came before immersion. God obvi
ously was making a very important point there. 
And he talks about that for a while. 

Verse 12: 'The whole assembly became si
lent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling 
about the miraculous signs and wonders God 
had done among the Gentiles through them' 
(NIV). Now, so far, basically what you have, at 
least that's recorded, is what we would today call 
anecdotal evidence. They're not referring back 
to scripture. They're referring to what has oc
curred. Peter says, 'Here's what we saw.' Paul 
says, 'Here's what we saw' U oe Beam, Tape 2, The 
Holy Spirit11 Nashville Jubilee, 1996). 

What Beam calls "anecdotal evidence" in Acts 15 
is the testimony of inspired men. There is no parallel 
between their testimony and so-called human testi
mony today. Peter and Paul were apostles, inspired of 
the Holy Spirit ijohn 14:26; 16:13) and their ac
counts of what God had done for the Gentiles 
through ·their efforts were inspired accounts. Besides, 
New Testament speakers and writers could demon
strate their message was from God "by the signs that 
followed," and by which the teaching was confirmed 
(Mark 16:20). 
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If a person today wants to tell his story and recite 
his experience and claim that it is a revelation from 
God, he ought to prove it by raising the dead, or walk
ing on water. If he has no such proof, then he needs to 
stick with the certified gospel. We prove the spirits 
today not by claims to strange happenings, but by the 
Bible. Let us hold to God's unchanging Word and not 
to some human interpretation of a fancied experience. 
Every careful observer knows that human tales will 
grow and change, but the New Testament remains the 
same. Most uninspired anecdotes are about as accu
rate as what you read in the newspaper. 

Relating a string of personal stories, Beam at
tempts to make the point that they constitute proof 
of God's work today, as long as they don't contradict 
the Word of God. But his plea for personal testimony 
falls short of proving anything. While he pays· lip ser
vice to the Word of God, he denies its all-sufficiency 
by saying, "The Holy Spirit of God speaks to us not 
just through the Bible." 

The Holy Spirit works dynamically in sanctifying 
believers; His work is not limited to the effects of 
the words cf the Bible on the human heart and 
mind. He works when, and where, and how He 
pleases, rather than according to predictable 
and fixed patterns (Ralph V. Graham, "Why I 
Left The Churches of Christ," Voices of Concern11 

Mission Messenger; St. Louis, 1966, p. 134). 
While Graham and Beam share a common theol

ogy regarding the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, 
Graham was honest in his religious affiliation. He left 
the church and went to the Christian Church in 1964. 

"Anecdotal evidence" is Beam's term for testimo
nials and witness bearing. Webster defines anecdote 
as "a short narrative of an interesting, amusing, or 
biographical incident" (Webster,s New Collegiate 
Dictionary). If you've ever heard Beam preach, you 
understand why he likes that term. Personal stories 
constitute the bulk of his preaching and that's the 
kind of evidence he says the apostles and others in 
Jerusalem accepted and upon which they acted: 

Now James says, 'Let's compare what's happen
ing to the Bible. Let's see if this that's happen
ing is in contradiction to the word or in har
mony to the word.' Now, when they look at it 
they find that what is happening is not in con
tradiction to the word but is in harmony to the 



word and they're now trying to make a deci
sion what they should do .•.. 'It is my judgment 
therefore that we should not make it difficult 
for the Gentiles who are turning to God. . .• 
Then the apostles and elders with the whole 
church decided to choose some of their own 
men and send them back to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas. Now, they write a letter ... and 
in verse 28 they say this in the letter: 'It seemed 
good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden 
you with anything beyond the following re
quirements ... This is our judgment., And when 
they came together in that judgment, they say 
it is good to the Holy Spirit. Now, if you read 
that, they just ascribed their decision to the 
Holy Spirit. They gave him the credit for what 
they decided. Uoe Beam, The Holy Spirit, Nash
ville Jubilee, 1996, Tape 2). 

Beam's conclusion is that what happened in 
Jerusalem by, in and through inspired men is an ex
ample of how we acquire spiritual wisdom today. 
They ascribed their decision to the Holy Spirit be
cause they were inspired by the Holy Spirit! Their 
judgment was the same kind of inspired judgment 
Paul gave to the church at Corinth when he discussed 
marriage (1 Cor. 7:25, 39). Claiming inspired spiri
tual wisdom, Beam offered no more than "anecdotal 
evidence" of his claim when he said God enabled him 
to know if someone lied to him during a marital 
counseling session. Paul demonstrated the truth of 
his claims by the miracles he did (2 Cor. 12: 12). 
When Joe Beam performs a miracle to substantiate 
his "anecdotal evidence," we'll believe him. Until 
then what he says is sophistry1 618 Santa Fe Drive 

Clinton, Oklahoma 73601 

1 Sophistry: false reasoning, illogicalness, illogic, intuition, sophistical rea
soning, false reasoning, fallacious reasoning, specious reasoning, evasive reason
ing, rationalization, double think, self-deception, mental reservation, conceal
ment, equivocation, mystification, blinding with science, word fencing, casuistry, 
subtlety, oversubtlety, special pleading, hair-splitting, logic-chopping, claptrap, 
mere words, mumbo jumbo, hogwash, empty talk, logomachy, quibbling, quibble, 
chicanery, chicane, subterfuge, shuffle, dodge ~ 

What Is Preaching? 
(continued from page 1) 

A good outline has progression. It moves in 
appropriate and connected sequence. "For the earth 
bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then 
the ear, and after that the full corn in the ear" 
(Mark 4:28). There is instruction before exhorta
tion and explanation before application. The hear
ers thoughts and understanding advance as the ser-

mon advances. If the points are too much alike, the 
sermon either spins its wheels or goes around in 
circles. If the sermon does not advance, the hearers 
lose interest. Few things are more irritating than a 
Sunday driver with nowhere to go and all day to get 
there, unless it is a sermon with the same character
istics. 

A good outline has brevity. This does not mean 
that an outline must be only a few lines. It does mean 
that an outline must not have too many main points. 
Too many points will get lost. They will not be re
membered. A sermon with too many points is all 
skeieton and no flesh - not very appealing. 

A good outline has a conclusion. Points that are 
related and move in meaningful sequence lead to a 
conclusion. Unrelated points with no meaningful se
quence leave the hearers wondering what the whole 
exercise was about. The preacher who aims at noth
ing is apt to hit it. 

While outlining is not the only factor involved in 
determining the effectiveness of the sermon (e.g., 
language use, illustrations, and delivery are also im
portant), every well-organized sermon is prepared 
with an outline. Developing outlining skills is a must 
for the preacher who wants his audience to remem
ber his sermons. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

So You Don't Feel Good! 
By Irene C. Taylor 

In ~he li~e of every person there are times of feel
mg discouraged or vaguely sick. At these times 
many tend to withdraw from active participa

tion in the Lord's work. In truth, it is at these times 
when we need most to immerse ourselves in com
munion with him. 

Every Christian would do well to read regularly 
the story of Job. He was a servant of God who under
went severe testing by Satan. He lost everything dear 
to him except his life and his wife. His children and 
possessions were taken along with his health and 
wealth. It is difficult to imagine how one could 
handle such complete loss. 

Job's wife recommended that he "renounce God 
and die." His friends encouraged him to repent, but 
could not tell him why. Despite his trials, Job re
mained loyal to God. Though he became discour
aged, he did not forsake the One who sustained him. 
Job did not feel good during the time of the devil's 
assault on him. 

There is no trial or problem that should separate 
us from God. When trials come, we are tested and, if 
we overcome, we are purified. We can emerge stron
ger if we overcome temptations; we are weaker, if we 
succumb. They will make us either bitter or better. 

We should support each other during trials and 
not become a source of false accusations. Those near 
and dear to Job did not help alleviate his suffering. 
Depression is difficult to handle. Not all depression 
is caused by discouragement. Sometimes it is caused 
by chemical changes. It is an insult of the worst de
gree to declare one lacks faith if one must battle de
~ression. We need to offer love and support. Know
mg there are those who genuinely care, aids in the 
recovery. Do not be like Job's wife and well-meaning 
friends. 

The apostle Paul suffered much throughout his 
earthly travels. He wrote: 

Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes 
save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night 
and a day I have been in the deep; In 
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journeyings often, in perils of wa
ters, in perils of robbers, in peri ls by 
mine own countrymen, in perils by 
the heathen, in perils in the ciry, in 
perils in the wilderness, in perils in 
the sea, in perils among false breth
ren; In weariness and painfulness, 
in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nnkedness (2 Cor. 11 :24-27). 

Does any think Paul felt good in these trials? Yet 
he sa~s, "Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, 
and f1ll up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the 
church" (Col. 1:24 ). 

Rejoice in my sufferings? Though he could not 
have "felt good" yet Paul rejoiced. James tells us to 
"count it all joy" when our faith is tried Games 1:2-3). 

It is doubtful if Jesus felt good at his trial and on 
the cross. And he endured the suffering and shame of 
the cross through no sins of his own. When we feel 
tired and down, let us think of Jesus "the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising shame, and 
hath sat down at the right hand of the throne of God" 
(Heb. 12:2). 

Much of the work done fo r the cause of Christ is 
done by those who do not feel good. One preacher 
co~t~nued his work though plagued by crippling ar
thrms. He was never free from pain but was always 
c.heerful and eager to preach until his failing health 
fmally made it impossible. His condition left him 
so.mewhat stooped and he had to stand in the pulpit 
wah knees bent to make eye contact with his audi
ence. 

And not on ly so, but we also rejoice in our 
tribulations: knowing that tribulation worketl1 
stedfastness; and stedfastness, approvedness; 
and approvedness, hope: and hope putteth not 
to shame; because the love of God hath been 
sh~~ abr?ad in our heartS through the Holy 
Spmt whtch was given unro us (Rom. 5 :4-5). 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, 1N 36063 
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Potpourri ... 

It is a common expression to say, "What goes 
around comes around." A more genteel way of 
saying the same thing is, "History repeats." We 

are in the midst of a major departure from the faith. 
Most of the schools operated by our brothers are 
banded together to lead the church into compromise 
and eventual destruction. The Disciples of Christ 
have almost compromised themselves out of exist
ence. Those who are drifting away from the "things 
that were heard" are following the same path. If not 
brought up short, the liberal trend will end in denial 
of the ancient faith. 

The critical question is, Can anything be done 
about it? Well, yes, we can at least object. We put our 
grandchildren at risk. It is possible for each genera
tion to start from religious error and fight its way to 
a knowledge of God and the kingdom. It has hap-

Brown 
Trail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3212 

pened before. It will happen again. Still, it is such a 
waste and the price is lost souls. It is much better to 
simply cling to the truth and reject all error. The 
Firm Foundation is "set for the defense of the gos
pel." We encourage all the saints to "let your manner 
of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ: that ... ye 
stand fast in one spirit, with one soul striving for the 
faith of the gospel; and in nothing affrighted by the 
adversaries: which is for them an evident token of 
perdition, but of your salvation, and that from God; 
because to you it hath been granted in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer 
in his behalf: having the same conflict which ye saw 
in me, and now hear to be in me." 

We are ever grateful for your support. The paper 
continues to grow in readership. Those who under
stand the peril and the privilege are willing to stand on 
either side and help us hold up our hands. It seems 
commonplace- about all we can do is say, Thank you. 

We need more readers and you are the resource. 
Once again we call on you to recommend the paper, 
subscribe your friends, and make a financial contribu
tion. If you need more information about how to make 
a tax deductible contribution or put the paper in your 
will or living trust, please contact the editor at (281) 
469- 3102. This is not desperation but it is reality. 

When the paper was small in subscribers, it was 
not hard to increase each year. As the paper grows, it 
becomes more difficult. It is understandable that at
trition will cause a loss of about 15 percent of the 
readership each year. If the subscription base is 
15,000 that means a loss of 2,250 each year, or 188 
each month. That makes it hard to stay even. It also 
means that our resource (you) must redouble its ef
fort for us to abound yet more and more. 

If you believe in the cause, then give us your hand. 

Baby Killers 
®Mike Royko (Chicago Tribune, Feb. 27- again, 

our thanks to Earl Davis) says that Ron Fitzsimmons 
admitted to "lying through his teeth" when he made 
public statements in 1995 that the controversial "par
tial birth abortion" was rarely used. And that it was 
used only when a woman's life was in danger or the 
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fetus was already severly damaged." Royko said, "The 
fetus is partially delivered feet first, then a device is 
used to suck its brain out to collapse the head." The 
article also says, "Fitzsimmons now admits that most 
such abortions are done on women who are healthy 
and fetuses that are healthy, but not because the 
woman is in danger or the fetus is unhealthy." 

Ancient Rome, we are told, used to leave un
wanted babies out in the cold to be eaten of wolves. 
There ain't a whole lot of difference. 

Clones and Suc6 
OThe British science journal carried the block

buster news of a cloned Scottish sheep named Dolly 
(Chicago Tribune, Mar 3, by way of Earl Davis). The 
writer, Peter Kendall, said: "Like some bizarre end-of
the-millennium revelation, the last 15 months have 
witnessed a parade of spectacular hypotheses: Evi
dence of life on Mars, evidence that cloning is pos
sible, and evidence that there are planets orbiting 
stars other than our sun. It has been enough to inspire 
many to wax on about living through a golden age of 
discovery. In fact, history may show that ours was not 
an age of discovery, but an epoch of jumping to conclu-
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sions." The good news is that there is very little like
lihood that science will be able to clone Buster Dobbs. 

Pat Boone 
OTrinity broadcasting dropped Pat Boone's show 

when the actor shocked his devotees by appearing in 
leather vest and bare chest augmented by fake tatoos 
and topped off by a studded dog collar. Boone said, 
"I've been indentified in the minds of millions of 
people as another one of those metal scourges and 
scumbags, and I'm being judged in the same way that 
I judged. And I deserve it." Boone also said, "Chris
tians have got to deal with this judgmental, opinion
ated attitude that if somebody doesn't dress like we 
dress, or doesn't like the same music, or maybe rides 
a Harley-Davidson, they must be heathens." Follow 
the cash and you will understand the theology. "Man 
looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks 
at the heart" (1 Sam. 16:7). Unless, of course, you're 
a TV evangelist who focuses mainly on the bottom 
line (Chicago Tribune). 

Follow Up 
ODonny Weimar, Odessa, Texas, wrote: "High 

levels of controversy have engulfed congregations 
of the Lord in the Permian Basin during recent 
months. In Midland, Texas, shepherds of the West
side Church of Christ have met with elders of the 
Golf Course Road Church of Christ to discuss Golf 
Course Road's participation with other religious 
groups [denominations]. Reportedly, the elders of 
Golf Course Road do not believe their participation 
with other religious groups [denominations] displays 
an approval of or overlooking of the biblical error 
that the groups [denominations] practice ... There 
has been no written severance of fellowship between 
these congregations, however, the Westside elders 
hold the public concern that the present relation
ships and methods of Golf Course Road will divide 
and dishonor the church of Christ." .,, 

$Richard Nathanal Hogan has passed into eter
nity. Like Lincoln, he now belongs to the ages. Rob
ert L. Woods-Irvin said of Hogan, "R.N. Hogan was 
not only a child of God, but a man of God. Not a man 
to get caught up in the philosophy of religious rheto
ric, but a 100 percent gospel preacher that traveled 
across this country and into all parts of the world 
emphasizing not only the gospel but Christian educa
tion. R.N. Hogan alive in eternity at the age of 96. 
Service were held on March 5, 1997 in California." 



Songs 
@Ernie R. Bailey (University Church of Christ, 

801 North 12rh Street, Murray, KY 42071) is inter
ested in locating the heirs of such men as Will W. 
Slater, Nelson Slater, G. H. P. Showalter, Paul Epps, 
Austin Taylor, and Tillet Teddlie, who may have a col
lection of their songbooks. 

EullaaniJSia 
O"My concern is not simply, as another author 

has put it, that euthanasia breeds euthanasia, or that 
the floodgates would be opened. My primary con
cern is the message that would be given to society. It 
would be yet another secular message that we need 
not wrestle with God, another message denying the 
soul and telling us that this is solely our life to do 
with as we please. It would be a most discouraging 
message. It would not encourage us to face the natu
ral existential suffering of Life, to learn how to over
come it, to learn how to face emotional hardship -
the kind of hardship that calls forth our courage. In
stead, it would be a message pushing our society fur
ther along the worst of directions it has already been 
taking" (M. Scott Peck, Newsweek, Mar. 1 0). 
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Only let your manner of life be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ: that, whether I come and see 
you or be absent, I may hear of your state, that 
ye stand fast in one spirit, with one soul striving 
for the faith of the gospel; and in nothing 
affrighted by the adversaries: which is for them 
an evident token of perdition, but of your sal
vation, and that from God; because to you it 
hath been granted in the behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer in his 
behalf: having the same conflict which ye saw 
in me, and now hear to be in me. 

Booker t 
0 Booker T. Washington headed a school in Ala

bama, Tuskegee Institute. He lined up students and 
lead them in a "chopping bee," during which he and 
they cleared the undergrowth of trees and shrubs off 
the land. Some of the students protested, arguing that 
they had come for an education so they would not do 
manual labor- "slave work." Mr. Washington, how
ever, swung his ax vigorously, both showing and telling 
that "there is as much dignity in tilling a field as in 
writing a poem." Dignity, he taught, comes from glo
rifying God in whatever capacity he has placed us, 
then working to improve our circumstances. 

Wanna Know More? 
OWorld Video Bible School has added a new di

mension to its multi-service folder. It is now possible 
to take an in~depth Bible study course by video tape. 
The curriculum includes every book in the Bible plus 
studies in World Religions, Personal Evangelism, 
Christian Evidences, Denominational Doctrines, 
Godhead, Hermeneutics, Logic, and New Testament 
Greek. You can sign up for the entire course and do 
it in order, or you can pick and choose the courses 
you want to study. You set the pace and study at a 
rate your schedule will allow and that is comfortable 
for you. For information write to Video Bible 
Institute, RR1 Box 121, Maxwell, TX 78656. Voice 
phone is (512) 398-5211, fax (512) 398-9493, email 
worldvbs@itouch.net. 

Gel Out 
GThe Florida Baptist Convention has expelled 

two charismatic churches for advocating doctrines 
such as speaking in tongues and being "slain in the 
Spirit." The mission board voted to deny voting privi
leges to, and mission gifts from, Trumpets of Truth In
ternational Church (formerly First Baptist) of 
Homosassa Springs and Riverside Christian (for
merly Riverside Baptist) Church (Christianity Today, 
July 15, 1996). 
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Evolution 
C9>The scholars are finally waking up. Some top

drawer scientists in a few major universities are be
ginning to say that evolution does not explain the 
emergence of the species. Phillip Johnson, law pro
fessor at the University of California at Berkeley, has 
gained an international reputation for his arguments 
against Darwinism. 

Scientists like Hugh Ross of Reason to Believe, 
Walter Bradley of the University of Texas, and Fritz 
Schaefer of the University of Georgia all speak out 
regularly against evolutionism. So does the venerable 
Institute for Creation Science, with its more conser
vative take on things. An intellectual trio, including 
Stephen Meyer, a specialist in the philosophy of sci
ence who serves both with Whitworth College in 
Spokane, Wash., and the Discovery Institute of Se
attle; William Dempski, Notre Dame University and 
holding a theology degree from Princeton Seminary; 

Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: 
Please give some Bible teaching concerning the 

role that the Christian father should have in the 
home. 

Answer: 
In Genesis 18:19, the life of Abraham provides 

us with many great lessons of fatherhood. Such 
themes as the father's personal devotion, sacrifice, 
and piety were developed in the life of Abraham as in 
the person of no other figure of patriarchy. The life 
of Abraham instills in the Bible student a desire to 
serve God with a selfless yet abundant faith. How
ever, one of the greatest attributes of Abraham re
mains virtually ignored by many students of the He
brew Scriptures. This often overlooked quality 
which was his abounding appreciation of his role as a 
father. In fact, God chose Abraham to become the 
father of the nation of Israel because he took seri
ously his own role as a father to his own children. 

First, Abraham was known by God as a man who 
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and Paul Nelson, now completing a Ph.D., in the phi
losophy of biology at the University of Chicago, and 
described as a "walking encyclopedia on any subject" 
speak out against evolutionism. There are others, of 
course. Phillip Johnson with his seminal work, Dar
win on Trial, flatly rejects naturalistic Darwinism, 
believes in a personal Creator, but also holds to the 
likelihood of "common descent" {the idea that all liv
ing things derive from the same ancestors). 

The Net 
@Bible Infonet http://www.bible-infonet.org/ is 

loading down to visitors from around the world close 
to 20,000 pieces of information each week, and it is 
daily increasing. The home page is primarily for 
evangelism and generates a number of Bible ques
tions each day. Most of the material is designed to 
help the lost know what to do to be saved. It is a 
thrilling prospect. 

would "command his children and his household af
ter him." We learn a great deal about family leader
ship from this ancient patriarch. Abraham com
manded his children and his family. In essence he 
provided the desired direction necessary for the 
spiritual welfare of his own kinsmen. There is a vast 
difference between providing nurturing direction for 
children and family and the concept held by some 
men that they are tyrants and their iron will must be 
obeyed at home. The Christian man who exercises 
godly spiritual direction, and who leads with an atti
tude of love and concern will find that his children 
and family respond well to his godly leadership. On 
the other hand, the Christian man who seeks to force 
his will produces resentment from his family. But 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 



why? The answer to Abraham's effectiveness as a 
role model and family leader lay in the fact that he 
practiced what he taught others to observe. Notice 
the importance of Jehovah's statement about Abra
ham: "For I know him, that he will command his chil
dren and his household after him." Abraham pro
vided leadership through his own consistent behav
ior. He did not provide direction for his children that 
he himself did not observe. 

Abraham Provided Spiritual Instruction 
(18: 19c) 

Second, the commands and guidelines provided by 
Abraham were carefully designed to impart spiritual 
truths. Primarily, his focus was intended to build up 
his children and his household in three important ar
eas. 

1) To instruct his family to be obedient to the will 
of God. The Hebrew phrase : "And they shall keep 
the way of the Lord" means that there is a "way" of 
living, decreed by the Lord, which is best for man. 
The Scripture also affirms that "there is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the ends thereof are 
the ways of death" (Prov. 14:12). Therefore, the two 
ways are contrasted. Jesus commented upon this fact 
in Matthew 5:24 when he taught: "No man can serve 
two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon" (lit., 
the material). 

2) To instruct his family to practice justice ("righ
teousness"); and 

3) To instruct his family to make righteous judg
ments (cf. Rom. 12:1-2). Indeed, how desperately we 
need such families today. 

Fathers must provide clear and objective spiri
tual instruction to their families. The source for all of 
this instruction is the Bible- which is truth (cf. John 
8:31-32; 17:17). 

Abraham Provided Spiritual Goals (18:19d) 
Third, in addition to Abraham effectively command
ing his children and his household and by reinforcing 
it by his own obedient example; and in addition to 
the fact that Abraham provided spiritual instruction 
to his children and household, he also provided them 
with clear spiritual goals. Thus, the tex t of Genesis 
18:19 states that Abraham's motivation in teaching 
his family and providing them with spiritual instruc
tion was for the purpose of allowing them to receive 
the great promises of God (Gen. 12:1-4). 

Fathers, how are you known unto God? Are you 

active in providing godly direction for your family? 
Are you a living example of that which you teach? 
Are you actively involved in providing spiritual 
teaching for your children and household? And, are 
you providing clear spiritual goals to your family? 
Indeed, how are you known unto God? Let us learn 
from the faithful obedience of this desert patriarch, 
because his lifestyle of devotion to God and family 
provides Christian men with a great role model for 
truth. 

Director, Southwest School o{Bible Studies 
Southwest Church of Christ 

8900 Manchaca Rd 
Austin, TX 78748 
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(Editor's note: In processing this article it ocurred 
to the editor that Abraham's influence for good on his 
household was calm and tranquil. He never met with 
a stadium full of berserk men screaming and yelling 
at the top of their lungs that they were true to their 
wives and faithful to their children -nor did he need 
to. He simply went about doing his duty without ad
vertising. Do you suppose the men of Promise Keep
ers have some motivation other than the good of 
their families?). 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism -

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
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Cotham's Comments 
By Perry Cotham 

Scripture teaches that in each local church, when 
fully organized, there are "bishops and dea
cons" (Phil. 1:1). The qualifications of these 

men are set forth by inspiration in 1 Timothy 3 and in 
Titus 1. Of course, Christ is the only head of the 
church; he has "all authority" (Matt. 28: 18), and each 
congregation is a local independent unit of Christians, 
directly related to Christ (Eph. 1:21-22; Rom. 16:16). 

There are three different terms used in the New 
Testament for the leaders of the church; each suggests 
some characteristic of the men and their work. 

Elder. This word primarily means an older man, 
one of age, wisdom and spiritual maturity. The group 
of elders of a congregation is called the "presbytery" 
(1 Tim. 4:14). 

Bishop. This word means an overseer. Paul called 
for the "elders" of the church at Ephesus to meet him 
at Miletus (Acts 20: 17), then later he referred to them 
as "overseers" (v. 28), or bishops." Paul told Titus to 
ordain "elders in every city" (Titus 1 :5), yet each one 
is called a "bishop" when he gave the qualifications in 
verse 7. (fhe footnote in the American Standard Ver
sion in both Acts 20:28 and Titus 1:7 is "overseer.") 
This suggests a man who oversees and directs the 
work of the church; he is a superintendent. 

Pastor. Paul said that the Lord gave some in the 
church to be "pastors" (Eph. 4: 11). The word means 
the same as a "shepherd," one whose duties are to 
watch for enemies trying to attack and destroy the 
sheep, to defend the sheep, and to lead, feed and 
guide the sheep. The pastors of the church, as shep
herds, care for the souls of the congregation, the 
sheep of God's pasture, in the same way that shep
herds care for their flocks. Peter wrote concerning 
these shepherds: 

The elders which are among you I exhort, who 
am also an elder •.. feed [tend, ASV: shepherd, 
NASB] the flock of God which is among you, 
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; nor for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; neither as being lords over God's heri
tage, but being examples to the flock And when 
the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall re
ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not away (1 
Pet. 5:1-4; cf. Jer. 23:1-2: Ezek. 34:2-3). 

The Bible never speaks of the preacher as "the 
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pastor of the church," as the expression is often used 
in the religious world. The preacher is an "evangelist" 
(2 Tun. 4:5), or a "minister" of the gospel (1 Tun. 4:6), 
whose duty it is to faithfully preach and teach God's 
power to save the lost (Rom. 1:16). Moreover, no one 
elder is the pastor of the church, although an elder 
may labor "in the word and doctrine" (1 Tun. 5: 17), 
and a preacher may serve as one of the elders of the 
church if selected. All the elders have equal 
authority(cf. 3 John 9-10). So these terms tell us who 
these men are, what they do and how they do it. 

The church must be governed by a plurality of 
qualified men who act as under-shepherds to Christ. 
On Paul's return from his first missionary journey, he 
"ordained them elders [plural] in every church [singu
lar]" (Acts 14:23). The elders have the right to decide 
expedient ways to carry out the responsibilities as
signed to them by the Lord, but they must give-account 
at the day of judgment of their stewardship (Heb. 
13:17). 

The elders do not make laws for Christ; he has 
already done that. They see that Christ's laws are 
carried out. The congregation is to "obey" the elders 
in their decisions (Heb. 13:17; 1 Thess. 5:12-13). The 
church does not belong to the elders (Acts 20:28; Eph. 
5:25), but to refuse to follow the leaders when they 
lead in the way that is right is rebellion against God's 
constituted authority. Elders have a great work and a 
great responsibility. (fo understand the sin of rebel
lion against God's authority see Numbers chapters 16 
and 17;Jude 1:6, 8, 11.) Nevertheless, it is possible for 
elders to make a decision that would violate the teach
ing of the Lord. In that case the Lord must always be 
obeyed, and it would not be wrong to go against the 
decision of the elders. "We must obey God rather than 
men" (Acts 5:29; 20:30). 

The widespread digression that came to the 
church many years ago would not have occurred if 
the elders of the churches had remained true to the 
Bible, and united in carrying out their responsibilities 
according to God's Word. The same is true today. As 
a rule, as the leadership goes, so goes the church. 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie. TX 75051 
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-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida--England-
Cambridge- South Cambridge Church of Christ, Arcadia - Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. W. Hickory St. (~mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" P.O. Box 1206, Arca.d!a: ~~ 34265 

-Alaska- Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 

Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or R. Davidson, minister. 
Andrew L. Laux <907> 243·7007 Crystal River/Lecant~ ~;e; :.._Lecanto Church of 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Gainesville- 39th. A~; Church of Christ, 1811 
373-5583 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 

- Alabama - 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy (904) 376-4343 or ~7.3;~2?7· 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m •. (205) 778-8961 or Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
778-8955 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 

Tuscaloosa - East Pointe Church of Christ. Only minister. 

1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
553-0546. Robert McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 

- Arizona - 665-8060. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 

Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (501) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumely Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 
Pasadena, 1727 Kin~~l~; Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. 
Vacaville- 401 Fir si.;9s688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. 

Ca==~; ~BRIST 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., !'~~ .. ~:30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872); •••• 
Orlando-Winter Park -South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, To~y. ~!l~iams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles ~e.s~ ~f.Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 P·~· .~e~~ Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). . . . . . 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho-
jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest 
Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., SS8lt. Sun. 10, tt a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) ?~~-!~4, 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 

- Missouri ·-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington- Sunny\ii;~ Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundat~o~ ~c!Dreship. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near 'W_P~~'. (513) 252-9444 • 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-tt62. 
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-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th,% mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home ofOIJahonuJ 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 or 
739-0705. 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., c:all 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preac:her. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lec:tureship. • • • • • 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. jimmie B. Hill, ~!n!s!e.r. 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet - The Vitia~~ • Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats. preacher. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65- 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, 643-1021, 643-9404. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South· 
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, .. The Word of Life,• KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar B;y~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 

Denton - Pearl Su~;t• Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston- Fleetwo~d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Ch~;ch ·of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs! ~r~~c~er. 
Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Lubbock - Southsid; Ch~rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., 5 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy 
j. Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachen. 

Redwater - Church ·of Ch;ist, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Richwood - Church •of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

·we recommend 

Roanoke-Church of Christ, Rusk&: Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Se~i~e~ !n.English and Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. ..... 
San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (2!~>.19,:'-2499. 

Schertz- Church of Christ, 501 Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. ..... 
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1·81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Clarence Lavender, 
minister. (540) 3~2-5292 (office) . .... 
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. . .... 
Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mileS. 1-81 &: 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne -High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 5 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) ~3.8;~4~6. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

Bible lnfonet 
hflp:/Jwww.bible-infonet.org/ 

• Sermons That Save by Robert R. Taylor Jr. ........•..•.............•....•................•...•.........•....•...• $7.95 

• Among the Scholars by David Hester ..........•••.•....••......•.•.••...............•..•........••..........•••....• $6.95 

• Creation Compromises by Bert Thompson ..••............•..•.................•...•........•............••..... $10.95 

• Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals by William Woodson and J. E. Choate ..••••.•••• $18.95 

• The Eternal Kingdom by F. W. Mattox .•••••••.•.••••.•••..............•...•....•...•.••.....•..••...••...••...•.•. $11.00 

• Change Agents and Churches of Christ by William Woodson .....••..••..•..•••...••••••.•.....••..... $6.95 

Tbese are excellent books to add to your own library. They make wonderful gifts. 

Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. 

Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 
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CLASSIFIED 
Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send r~sum~ and 
video rape (recent Sunday AM sermon and intra 
of family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 
Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667-
6708. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, 
Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be 
received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by 
the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

For Sale 
POWER Lectureship Books: The Two Covenants 
(1996 Lectureship) $15.00. The Major Prophets 
(199S) $15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) 
$12.00. The Providence of God (1989) $15.00. 
Order from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393· 
2690. Add $2.00 shipping &: handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Preachers Wanted 
Full-time minister wanted for small congregation 
of about 60. Salary, house, and utilities provided. 
Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 269, 
Elba AL 36323 
Associate minister to work with youth, lead 
singing and fill-in preaching. Congregation of 
180 members in Northeast Texas. Work under a 
sound eldership. Great community to raise a 
family. Write Church of Christ, P.O. Box 46S, 
Mt. Vernon, TX 7S4S7-046S or call Floyd 
Kaiser at (903) S37-4129. 
Minister wanted for DeQuincy, LA Church of 
Christ. City population S ,000. Church attendance 
90. Elders and deacons in place. Salary in mid-
20's and 3-BR home furnished. For more 
information please call J. D. Franks (318) 786-
2827 or Ray Hyatt (318) 786-2038. 
Central California congregation in Bakersfield is 
seeking full·time minister who is committed to 
personal work and growth. Must be doctrinally 
sound and energetic; experience desired. 
Compensation negotiable. Congregation of 130 
has large, modern facility. Please send audio and 
video-taped sermons and personal references 
from churches to Elders, Oildale Church of Christ, 
2912 N. Chester, Bakersfield, CA 93308, or call 
Larry Mixon (80S) 327-20S4 8:00 am. to S:OO 
p.m. Pacific Standard Time. 
Congregation of 30-40 members seeks a man to 
preach he truth of God' Word, and help us 
evangelize the Mexico, Missouri area. Position 
is currently open. Mexico has 11,000+ people 
who need to learn about God's salvation Send 
r~sum~ and video/audio tape to Olive Street church 
of Christ, 420 N. Olive, Mexico, MO 6S26S. 
Call Wesley at (S73) S81-S9S8 or 
wlsnyder@vax2.rainis.net or Larry at (S73) S81-
8771 or ldnossaman@vax2.rainis.net for more 
information. 
Church of Christ in Kalispell, Montana, seeks an 
experienced preacher. Minimum of ten years full
time experience. Our congregation size is 22S to 
2SO people. Modern building with Sunday class 
facilities. Preacher residence is provided. Beautiful 
area with small-town atmosphere. Married family 
man preferred. Send complete r~sum~ and video 
tape of a recent lesson. Call (406) 7S2-8260 or 
(406) 257-5649 for more information, evenings 
only. 
Congregation of 180 members is seeking a 
biblically sound conservative evangelist committed 
to personal work and growth, able to relate to 
all age groups. Salary will be based on experience 

"Seek and Ye Shall Find" 
The best opportunity rve found in 50 years 

to cam money and enjoy my work. 
Perhaps you can also. Let's talk about it. 

Call free 1-800-708-6237. 

and education. Send r~sum~ and audio-video 
taped sermons to Elders, Washington St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 377, St. Albans, WV 2S177. 
Call (304) 727-817S anytime. Evenings (304) 
7SS-4S64 or (304) 768-46S8. 

Conservative minister wanted to preach for the 
Oil City Church of Christ, Oil City, LA. Call J.R. 
Perkins at (318) 996-74SO, or send email reply 
to jpcrkins@softdisk.com. Oil City Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box SSS, Oil City, LA 71061 
Rural church needs preacher well grounded in 
the truth. Age 4S up. Congregation of 70-80 
members. 3-BR home, utilities paid. 12 miles 
east of Camden, AR. Call Roland Nichols (SOl) 
S74-223S or Bob McClendon (SOl) S74-0707. 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of 
Christ, 1140S Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or 
phone (303) 841-7S94 or (303) 799-4664. 

Minister wanted: Country congregation of 3S 
members, seeking a sound, experienced minister. 
Home, utilities and partial support provided. 
Contact William L Hettick (601) 289-7S36, Nile 
Church of Christ, RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, 
Mississippi 390Sl. 

Minister needed: Congregation of 80 in SE Texas 
Panhandle. Established church; all ages; town of 
17SO. Comp. inc. salary and 3-BR house. Send 
r~sum~ to Church of Christ, Box 247, Paducah, 
TX 79248. Call Randall Ryan (days) (806) 492-
2009. (nights) (806) 492-2240. Fax (806) 492-
3698. Email byfell@juno.com 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 
38340. We also buy religious books and libraries. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/11 (1994)- $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translations (199S) -
$21.SO. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-
2S04, (210) 696-5S32. 

Parables or Our Lord, reproducible Bible class 
book for Junior High through Adult, is ready for 
immediate delivery. Louis Rushmore, 432S 
Southeast Drive, Steubenville, Ohio 439S2-3353, 
(614) 266-2669 or rushmorc@weir.net. Orders 
wil be invoiced S 10 plus S 1 shipping. 

Miscellaneous 
Attention School of Preaching Graduates! Earn 
your bachelor's degree without leaving your 
present ministry. No tuition! J.J. Turner, Director, 
Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. 
Lamar St., Denver, CO 80227, (800) 766-4641 

Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Retired conservative preacher needed for 
congregation of approx. 2S. Call or write: Ed Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Spomer, P.O. Box S66S, Cheyenne WY 82003. Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
(307) 634-3027 Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299· 

Family Life Minister wanted: Congregation of 4SO 
members in South Georgia, very active in World 
Missions, and local church program seeks a man 
to work in a multiple role with our Family Life 
Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be a 
self-starter, and sound in the Faith. Salary 
negotiable. Send r~sum~, references, and video 
or audio tape to elders, Forrest Park Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 2331, Valdosta, Georgia 31604. 

147S. 

Missionary, Great Britain - Missionary family 
of 4 looking for support for work in the for
gotten Mission Field, following graduation 
from Bear Valley Bible Institute in June. 
Conducted survey mission in summer of 1996. 
The fields are indeed white! Barry A. McDaniel, 
BVBID, 2707 S. Lamar, Denver, CO 80227. 
email 104727.3677@compuserve.com 
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Aim: To teach personal responsibility to serve others, as we serve God. 
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Organizing the Sermon 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

The purpose of the sermon often dictates the 
sermon's organizational structure. While 
each outline should have three main sections 

- introduction, body, and conclusion - there is a 
wide variation of structural approaches. For example, 
an architect may emphasize either function (what the 
building does) or form (what the building looks like). 
Either structure may have the same square footage 
and the same number of floors, but the end results are 
strikingly different. As with buildings, two sermons on 
the same text may vary immensely depending on the 
structural approach chosen. 

For example, a deductive approach may be used 
to appeal to the mind. A deductive structure begins 
with a biblical principle from which it moves to the 
hearers' needs. The thesis is stated in the introduc
tion; the points in the body prove it to be true; the 
conclusion calls for action based upon the truth es
tablished. The sermon is logical and linear in the de
velopment of the thesis. 

On the other hand, an inductive approach may be 
used to appeal more to the hearers' experience. An 
inductive structure begins with the hearers' experi
ence and moves to the text or logical truth. The the
sis is stated in the conclusion. It has been compared 
to a good mystery novel - who did it is revealed in 
the last chapter. The inductive approach is valuable 
when preaching to unbelievers who do not accept the 
authority of scripture. The sermon begins with their 
experiences, establishes principles based upon those 
experiences that they admit to be true, and then 

takes them to a text that invokes the same principle. 
To deny the truth of the text they must deny the ad
mitted truth of their own experience. 

Proper structural organization ·does not happen 
accidentally - it is the most demanding aspect of 
sermon preparation. But it is also the most reward
ing. Working through the process has benefits for 
both the pulpit and the pew that make the sermon 
more powerful. If it refines the relationship between 
the points in the preacher's mind, will it not do the 
same in the hearers' minds? If it enables the preacher 
to view the sermon as a whole and provide a sense of 
unity, can it do less for the hearers? If it crystallizes 
the sermon's points so that they are presented to the 
hearers in the proper sequence, will they not be more 
easily remembered? 

A preacher's failure to communicate with his 
hearers may result from several things (e.g. poor dic
tion, poor grammar, poor delivery). Thus, while 
proper organization does not guarantee good com
munication, poor organization guarantees failure (no 
matter what a captive, polite audience may say at the 
door, and no matter what "spit and polish" a 
preacher may bring to the pulpit). 

The preacher who wants to feel better about 
himself, his sermons, and his hearers, and who wants 
to help his hearers drink from the Living Water, will 
take time to properly organize his sermons. 

108 80 Memorial Dr., Houston, TX 77024 
102343.17 4@compuserve.com 
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Editorial 

School Daze 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

l am sure no new theology can really be the
ology, whatever its novelty, unless it ex
press and develop the old faith which made 

those theologies that are now old the mightiest 
things of the age when they were new (Peter Tay
lor Forsyth, Positive Preaching and the Modern 
Mind). 

The old, the proven, and the tried is always 
the most reliable. "There is nothing new under 
the sun" is true, unless we speak of an act of 
God. The sentiment, of course, does not refer to such trivial things 
as the industrial revolution or laser angioplasty, but describes the 
unchangeableness of truth. Humans may discover different appli
cations of fundamental rules, but the basic rule does not change. 

It is weird, almost nightmarish, to notice how swarms of 
people blessed with a high intelligence quotient fancy themselves 
to be wiser than God and sail off into mystical nonsense. If gener
ous mental endowment was always channeled into a more perfect 
understanding of the rudiments of common sense, reality, and the 
fundamentals of faith the world would be relieved of a great deal 
of intellectual stupidity. Intellect and emotion are at opposite ends 
of the spectrum of reason. When intellect is confused with emo
tion the result is always disaster. One does not feel with his mind. 
A dinner party can be ruined by childish shenanigans. 

It is not unusual for smart people to say dumb things, but when 
it happens it is the more remarkable. Still, it is fairly ordinary. The 
intellectually gifted are like sheep and one capable man follows 
another. Have you noticed how often quasi-scholars quote one 
another? If one fashionable person comes up with a stunned no
tion, it is not long until many smart people are sucking at the delu
sion and are equally dazed or senseless. 

Hannah Arendt said, "The ceaseless, senseless demand for 
original scholarship in a number of fields, where only erudition is 
now possible, has led either to sheer irrelevancy, the famous 
knowing of more and more about less and less, or to the develop
ment of a pseudo-scholarship which actually destroys its object." 

People often become scholars, it has been said, for the same 
reason they become soldiers: They are unfit for any other station. 

The excessively smart among us - unfit for any other station 
-become professors. They are proud of it. They sit like hood-or
naments on expensive cars. It is their calling to produce the differ
ent and the irrelevant. In the process, like any good cockroach, 
they mess up more than they eat, but like any good prostitute, they 



work both sides of the street. Their philistinism is inexcusable, but 
it is cute - also dangerous. 

Joel Belz, editor of World Magazine (May 17/24, 1997) dis
cusses higher academia. The subtitle of his article is, "Trying to 
identify why the magnetic tug is always in one direction." Belz says 
. "any institution, no matter how rooted in orthodoxy, will sooner 
or later slip away from its anchors. Why?" 

History shows Belz to be right. God-fearing people who were 
seeking to better educate men to preach the unsearchable riches 
of Christ started most institutions of higher learning in America. 
The overwhelming majority of the schools so initiated have rolled 
onward and downward into seedbeds of atheism. The devil knows 
how to do his work. We must not be ignorant of his devices or he 
will gain an advantage over us (2 Cor. 2: 11). 

The "Christian Church" founded Antioch College, Ohio. It 
was captured by the Unitarians and corrupted. Harvard University 
was started by the Congregationalists as a source for an educated 
ministry and has degenerated into moral and spiritual abyss. The 
Divinity House was opened as a department of Chicago University 
to better train preachers of the word. Today it is swallowed up by 
godless humanism. Andover was looted and raped by intellectuals 
who had lost their innocence. Texas Christian University and 
Bethany College and College of the Bible are examples of schools 
started by "our" brethren that have become a hodgepodge of infi
delity and secularism. 

God pities us if we cannot learn from history. The schools op
erated by our brothers (though not church-schools) are on the fast 
track to faithlessness and outright godlessness. Hands held high 
and swaying to the beat of contemporary music must not deceive 
us into thinking that all is well. A pretend-spirituality is a sham for 
disguising real apostasy. Overly emotional displays soon degener
ate into sitting down to eat and drink and rising up to play. It is not 
impossible for people blinded by the glory of Sinai to shortly make 
a golden calf - and worship it. The schools are sinking and the 
church is oblivious and our children and their children after them 
will pay the price. 

Specifically, the schools of which I speak are Pepperdine Uni
versity, fully given to worldly pursuits. Abilene Christian Univer
sity, the frontrunner of Bible-bashing. (One coveted professor say
ing the mother of Jesus was sexually questionable; another saying 
the Bible is not inspired in its words and therefore has in it mis
takes in history, geography, and science, and still others endorsing 
the doublespeak of deconstructionism.) All of this is calculated to 
capture the youth and lead them at last into the never-never land 
of doubt and disbelief. Still other schools are hiking down the road 
that leads to intellectual snobbery and denial of the things revealed 
in Holy Writ. David Lipscomb University, under the leadership of 
Harold Hazelip, has plunged into the bottomless pit of not-know
ing and not-caring. Harding University and Oklahoma Christian 
University are hard on the heels of ACU and DLU. Other, less 
known schools, are in the "me-too" mode and have made them-
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selves irrelevant and useless. One or two still give out 
the aroma of trying to hold to the ancient landmarks 
but do so timidly. 

Schools are leading the church into apostasy, and 
many local congregations don't care. Graduates of 
the schools, who have been trained in the art of spiri
tual sophistry, are urging the disciples of Jesus to be
come students of humanistic philosophy. The end re
sult will be absorption into the mainstream of medi
ocrity - and I don't mean smallness but I do mean 
inferiority. 

Belz, in his well-worth-the-reading article says 
Dr. Daylen Byker of Calvin College in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., in a seminar at the annual convention of the 
Evangelical Press Association, traced the painfully 
familiar pattern. He called it a classic example of the 
principle of unintended consequences, saying that 
what starts as a gradual process too often becomes 
"a mad rush." 

Most institutions of higher learning in North 
America, Dr. Byker said, "got their start as centers of 
training for ministers .... To produce well-rounded 
ministers schools began adding teachers in subject 

areas - areas that soon became important in and of 
themselves. Securing faculty for such programs be
came the competitive, and natural questions arose, 
like: Is it really important that a math professor hold 
to this school's theological position?" 

Such questions would never have come up if the 
main decision-makers at these institutions had taken 
more seriously the need to integrate biblical truth with 
the supposedly secular subjects their institutions of
fered. Instead, administrators were content to rel
egate such subjects to experts who professed fewer 
and fewer of the doctrinal distinctives of the school. 

Universities wanting to put the brakes on a drift 
toward liberalism need to look at the position of the 
school on the doctrine of Scripture. The burning 
question is the day-to-day practice of its faculty, ad
ministration, and board with reference to the author
ity of the Bible. Belz says, "[E]very other kind of het
erodoxy starts with reference to the authority of the 
Bible; every other kind of mischief finds its root in a 
mischievous hermeneutic of the Bible." He is right! 

That is why the church must put a renewed em
phasis for the highest confidence in the Bible's au-

Did you wait too late for a singing school in 1997? The dates are filling up fast/ 
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-"Singing with Grace"-
taught for 3 evenings (Sun.-Tues.) by 

Burt Jones 

}, Leat·n to 
}. Read music 
}. Lead singing 
}. Sight read easily 
}. Increase enthusiasm 

for congregational singing 

}. "I have conducted approximately 900 singing schools throughout the brother-
hood. Brother Burt Jones does an outstanding job with his 'Singing with Grace' Burt -Jones 
singing schools. He Is the only man I know that does this on a full-time basis as Song leader, song writer for 40 years 
a mission work. He has both the experience and the credentials. Your congre- B.S. Music Education 
galion would be well served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at Gospel Preacher 
your earliest convenience." - Ralph Casey. song leader, Georgia Instructor, West VIrginia School of Preaching 

}. "We had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to assist us In our congregational singing. We have asked him back to conduct both 
a singing school and gospel meeting. Excellent!" - Carl Garner, gospel preacher, Dripping Springs, Texas 

}. "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously been received throughout the brotherhood with much enthusiasm. 1 
~mmend this singing school very highly!" - Emanuel Daugherty. Director, West VIrginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, 

July 1997 
Firm Foundation 

To schedule your singing school write 
P. 0. Box 985 • Moundsville, West VI Ia 26041 



thority - and on preserving a Bible so faithful in its 
text and translation that such confidence is never 
betrayed. 

Joel Belz raises the warning: 
It starts off, not in the Bible courses, but in aca
demic departments that superficially seem most 
distantly removed from Biblical truth and values. 
Yet that's precisely the trap. If the Bible's author
ity is diminished on scientific issues like creation, 
who can ultimately be surprised when its historic 
authority is also weakened on practical issues like 
feminism, or moral issues like homosexuality? 

The leading members of academia brought the 
church into denial of God and rejection of his Word 
in the last century. It will happen again in this cen
tury. It will come in the form of rejecting the scrip
tures as legal and binding. It will appear in the dress 
of fmding a gracious God as unable to judge and con
demn. (A good God cannot send the sons of Satan 
into the pits of hell!) It will appear in a claim tore
ceive "new" revelation that circumvents and contra
dicts old, established truth. It will be the new herme
neutic, religion, method, and understanding that un
dercuts and denies the faith. It will be exciting and 
titillating, but it will be wrong. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston~ TX 77269-0192 
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Announcement 

The Firm Foundation Publishing House is mak
ing some changes in handling and executing 
orders for advertising, subscriptions, and 

book orders. 
J.C. Prophet, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 will 

handle subscriptions and advertising, from the place
ment of the order to its processing. The new phone 
number is 1-888-367-6216. Billing for subscriptions 
and advertising will come from the Damon address 
and the payment should also go to that address. (We 
work together so if something is sent to either Bedford 
or Houston- no problem- it will be forwarded to 
Damon.) Bookstore orders will continue to be placed 
at 1-800-572-3619. Bookstore orders, including all 
Bible Class literature, will continue to be placed at and 
billed from Bedford, as before. 

This is being done to balance the workload and 
make the procedures more efficient. We aim to 
please and want our customers to be happy with both 
our product and us. Our readers are our most trea
sured asset. lie-
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-Graduation Weekend '97-

19th Annual Graduation Services 
Southwest School of Bible Studies 

Worship- 10:30 a.m. and e:oo p.m. 
Graduation Service - 7:00 p.m. 

-Sunday-
July 20, 1996 

~OAUI~ 
in~ o/ OU/J' ~ 

G9'~ 
11-~5 a-m. 

Graduation Speaker 
-Darrell Conley

Northern Oaks, San Antonio, Texas 

Graduation Banquet 
Thursday • July 17 • 7:00p.m. 

Speaker 

-Robert R. Taylor Jr.
Ripley, Tennessee 

Other events include our fourth quarter 

Special Studies Seminar 
Friday • July 18 

Southwest Chapel Hall 

-Selected Topic-
"The Bible and the Occult .. 

Visiting Southwest Lecturer 

-Darrell Conley-

Joseph D. Meador, Director 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-6399 
(612) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2488 

swsbs@aol.com 
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leo-Paganism 
By Bill Lockwood 

Jim Baum of King County, Washington tried re
cendy to sell his dairy farm but discovered that 
13 acres of his 17-acre farm were designated 

"wedands." Another problem arose when he noted 
that his farm supposedly was home for 350 endan
gered species of plants and animals including 
"Bigfoot." King County officials say they have no 
idea how "Sasquatch" got on the list, but the beast 
must be rare since no one has ever managed to catch 
or kill one. Mythical creatures need government pro
tection too (Bob Ellison in The New Mexican Cattle
man). 

Redefining "Life" 
What is behind such draconian measures that would 
hand down mandates concerning private property 
from governmental bureaucrats? First, there is are
defining of biblical-based American values, with a 
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specific emphasis upon the "devaluation" of human 
life. The Declaration of Independence set forward 
the notion that life, liberty and the pursuit of happi
ness would be protected from government incursion. 
Inclusion of this principle was due to the American 
Founding Fathers' biblical ideal of a God-centered 
world. "They celebrated the belief that human life 
reflected the image of the creator and that all other 
life forms are a gift to be used to sustain and benefit 
human life" (from Environmental Conservation Or
ganization, Hollow Rock, TN 38342). "And God cre
ated man in his own image, in the image of God cre
ated he him; male and female created he them" (Gen. 
1:27). Regarding man's dominance over creation 
God said, "and let them [male and female] have do
minion over the fish of the sea ••. and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth" (1 :26) 
Further, man is to "subdue" the earth in his domi
nance over it. 

From this God-centered view, society has now 
turned to a "biocentric" world view, denouncing the 
concept that man is to use the environment for his 
benefit. 

In a generation, anthropocentrism [man-cen
tered values] has been denounced as the cause 
of most of the world's problems, and life, as a 
value, has been redefined. The new definition 
of life, the first and highest value to be pro
tected, is all life forms, of which human life is 
but one strand with no more value than any 
other life forms. This belief is described as 
'biocentrism,' or 'nature-centered.' 

According to this concept, the cockroach and 
banana· plant has as much value and right to life as 
does man. Jesus "cursing" the fig-tree thus becomes 
criminal since it is now a violation of "Earth-first" 
mentality and is no less culpable than exterminating 
a person. 

In a recent "State of the World Forum" in San 
Francisco, a planetary confabulation was sponsored 
by the Gorbachev Foundation which was attended by 
400 plus elite personalities from around the world 
including George Bush, Margaret Thatcher, Carl 
Sagan, John Denver, Shirley MacLaine, Ted Turner, 
and the heads of numerous countries (I'he New 



American, Oct. 30, 1995). In a final session philoso
pher/author Sam Keen summarized the consensus of 
the participants. He noted: 

There was a very strong agreement that reli
gious institutions have to take the primary re
sponsibility for the 'population explosion' 
which is the number one crisis per the Forum. 
Some even suggest that we need to cut the 
population of the planet by 90%. How is this to 
be accomplished? Barbara Max Hubbard, a Fo
rum participant proposed in her book The Book 
of Co-Creation, 'Out of the full spectrum of hu
man personality, one-fourth is electing to tran
scend .... One fourth is destructive [and] they 
are defective seeds. In the past they were 
permitted to die 'natural death.' ... Now as we 
approach the quantum shift from the creature
human to the co-creative human - the human 
who is an inheritor of god- like powers - the 
destructive one-fourth must be eliminated from 
the social body .... Fortunately, you are not re
sponsible for this act. We are. We are in charge 
of God's selection process for planet Earth. He 
selects, we destroy. We are the riders of the 
pale horse, Death.' 

Billy Graham 
In keeping with the new earth-religion, bear in mind 
the shift in the thinking of national religious figures 
such as Billy Graham. Graham has for a long time 
been as weak as water on the abortion issue, saying 
"no one really knows when life begins" (Flashpoint, 
August 19 9 5). Regarding homosexuality, Graham 
opined on the Larry King Live program that these 
sinners are "just born that way." Later, in an inter
view with Cal Thomas, the conservative reporter 
asked Graham why he had been reluctant to speak 
out on abortion. Graham answered, "I think the top 
social issue of our time may be ecology (the environ
ment). I think that's more dangerous ... and I'm going 
to start speaking out on that." This is certain! y a 
popular notion as "ministers" begin to pander to the 
social issues of the day, even going so far as to "rede
fine" what it means to preach the gospel. I am not 
here suggesting that Graham ever did preach the 
pure gospel of Jesus Christ, but he certainly reflects 
the current feeling that preachers ought to be saving 
the environment, not saving souls, or teaching the 
value of human life. 

The BoHom line 
Lastly, the mainspring of environmental hype is to 
revamp not only the "Christian-oriented" founda
tions of America, but to replace it with a socialistic 
world. 

Consequently, there has been an explosion of 

federally mandated environmental rules result
ing in the confiscation, devaluation and redis
tribution of private property .... This is not a 
matter of those who favor clean air and water 
versus those who do not. Few of us endorse 
breathing dirty air or drinking filthy water. But 
we're confronted wi th a punitive regulatory 
system run amok" (Mark Levin, in The Daily 
Oklahoman, 12-15-94). 

Cal Thomas observed that: 
Further study and monitoring of environmen
tal concerns is warranted, as a re policies to help 
us deal with trash. But the United States ought 
not to be a part of a movement by the Third 
World and its political allies in this country to 
bring us down to their level technologically and 
economically. If we do, the socialists who just 
lost the Coid War might be able to declare vic
tory after all (in St. Louis Dispatch, June 8, 
1992). 

That Thomas' fears are well-founded, consider 
that at the 1992 "Earth Summit" in Rio de Janeiro, 
Fred Smith addressed the ecological problems by an 
attack on the free market system of America. "The 
world is moving decisively toward central planning 
for ecological rather than economic purposes" (as 
reported by The New American, July 27, 1992). The 
eco-concerns that are currently so prominent are 
largely driven by religious desires to introduce a new 
pagan-socialism in America. 
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Becoming a Christian 
By E. Claude Gardner 

How does one become a Christian? Does one 
become a Christian so gradually and imper
ceptibly that you do not know it occurred? 

Are you a Christian merely because you were born in 
a "Christian nation" and to a "Christian family?" Is 
there anything to do to become a Christian, a saved 
person? 

The answers are found in the Word of God. Nu
merous examples in Acts reveal how Christ saves us. 
Let us consider one of these - Paul (Saul), whose 
story of how to become a Christian is written in Acts 
chapters 9, 22, 26. The latter two chapters are in 
Paul's own words. 

What Did Paul Do to Become a Christian? 
The Bible gives a clear, simple, and uncomplicated 
reply. It is not mysterious and confusing. First, he 
believed in Jesus as his Savior. He quickly changed 
from unbelief and the posture of persecution of 
Christ to acceptance (Acts 9:1-2). His questions are 
indicative of his belief and confession of Jesus when 
he asked, "Who art thou, Lord?" (Acts 9:5). His sec
ond question filled with humility was, "Lord, what 
wilt thou have me do?" (Acts 9:6). 

He demonstrated much sorrow and repentance 
by fasting and prayer for three days while waiting for 
someone to tell what he "must do." ''And he was 
three days without sight, and neither did eat nor 
drink ... And the Lord said unto him (Ananias, a dis
ciple at Damascus), Arise, and go into the street 
which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of 
Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus: for, behold, he 
prayeth" (Acts 9:9, 11). 

After Ananias came to him and taught him what 
God required, he was baptized. "And now why tarri
est thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). 
"And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had 
been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and 
arose, and was baptized" (Acts 9: 18). 

Definitely he was immersed for Paul wrote to the 
Romans. "We (included himself) are buried with 
Christ in baptism" (Rom. 6:3-4). At the time of his 
baptism he still had sins because he was commanded 
to be immersed "to wash away sins." It is plain that 
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one's sins cannot be removed by the blood of Christ 
without baptism. Saul could not become a Christian 
without baptism, and neither can we. 

Baptism was so urgent and essential that Ananias 
asked, "Why tarriest?" As soon as one understands 
that Christ conditions our forgiveness on belief in 
him, repentance, confession of our belief in him, and 
baptism for salvation, one should wait no longer. 
Saul had to wait for three days before he learned his 
duty, but one should not delay obedience as soon as 
the truth is understood. 

Paul was not saved in ways popular today in reli
gious circles. It is common to hear exhortations of 
"accept Jesus as your personal Savior," or "make a 
decision for Christ," as if one can be saved by belief 
only without further obedience. Saul's question of 
"Lord, what will thou have me to do" is evidence he 
believed in Jesus but it is certain he was not saved at 
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that point because he was told to go into Damascus 
to be told what to do. "And I said, What shall I do, 
Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into 
Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things 
which are appointed for thee to do" (Acts 22:10). It 
is a certainty he was not saved as many modern-day 
preachers proclaim when he saw a "light" and "on 
the old dusty road to Damascus." 

Significantly Jesus did not tell Saul what to do, 
nor did he assure him of salvation when he appeared 
to him. This would have been an opportune time to 
do as some teachers claim, but such a procedure was 
not God's plan of salvation. It was necessary to obey 
the gospel. 

Neither was he saved by prayer (Acts 9: 11). Even 
though he had prayed for three days he was still un
saved. If prayer is God's plan of salvation, why was 
not Saul saved before Ananias arrived? Millions are 
misled at an altar for prayer being assured that God 
will forgive them. No alien sinner was ever com
manded in the New Testament to pray for pardon. 

Before becoming a Christian, Saul was most reli
gious. His zeal and devotion exceed his fellows yet 
this did not save him. "Though I might also have con
fidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he 
hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: cir
cumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as 
touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, perse
cuting the church; touching the righteousness which 
is in the law, blameless" (Phil. 3 :4-6). We appreciate 
devout and sincere people, but Saul's case shows 
more is required. Sincerity is not enough. 

Prior to becoming a Christian, Saul had a "good 
conscience" even when he persecuted Stephen and 
other Christians even to death. "And Paul, earnestly 
beholding the council said, Men and brethren, I have 
lived in all good conscience before God until this 
day" (Acts 23:1). "I verily thought with myself, that I 
ought to do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts 26:9). One may reason, "I 
don't feel guilty; my conscience does not hurt," but 
Saul shows one can be seriously wrong without hav
ing a bad conscience. One should educate the con
science by the Word of God. 

Paul was a strict adherent to the law of Moses 
(Old Testament) (Gal. 1:13-14; Acts 26:5). If anyone 
could be saved by following the Old Testament, Paul 
could have argued that if one can be saved by the law 
of Moses, then Christ died in vain (Gal. 2:21; 3:20). 
If one can be saved by observing Old Testament prac-

tices as keeping a Saturday sabbath, incense burning, 
circumcision, instrumental music, and infant mem
bership, then it was unnecessary for Jesus to come to 
earth and give a new plan of salvation. 

Saul's question, "Lord, what will thou have me 
do" causes one to conclude he understood he must do 
something. He could not save himself by his wisdom 
and superior education (Acts 22:3). It was not salva
tion "by grace only" for he knew and learned that he 
must be obedient to be saved by grace. 

How is Paul an example? He declares that he is a 
"pattern" on how to be saved. "Howbeit for this 
cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ 
might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to 
them which should hereafter believe on him to life 
everlasting" (1 Tim. 1:16). If one follows his example 
of how he was saved, this person will not be misled. 
By doing as he did one will also be forgiven, become a 
Christian and a member of the church. One will be
long to Christ and be in his body. 

No better example can be found to show that a 
sincere seeker of truth and right will be found. Jesus 
said, "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you" 
(Matt. 7: 7). Honesty will lead to obedience. 

Saul changed his religion, which shows it can be 
and must be done when it is evident that error has 
been accepted and the truth is now apparent. 

For ye have heard of my conversation in time 
past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond 
measure I persecuted the church of God, and 
wasted it: and profited in the Jews' religion 
above many my equals in mine own nation, be
ing more exceeding zealous of the traditions of 
my father. But when it pleased God, who sepa-
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rated me from my mother's womb, and called 
me by his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I 
might preach him among the heathen; immedi
ately I conferred not with flesh and blood (Gal. 
1:13-16). 

Truth may be rejected by reasoning, "I have a 
great tradition in this denomination for many genera
tions." Saul could have so reasoned but because he 
was honest with himself and God, he changed from 
an old religion to a new religion (church). Let it be 
observed Saul is not an example to encourage chang
ing from the Lord's church of the New Testament to 
a denomination unknown in the Bible. The change in 
religion must be based on truth rather than compro
mise. One should change from error to truth, but not 
from truth to error. 

studies to be a religious leader in Jerusalem under 
the learned Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). Likely, he never 
saw Jesus until he saw him on the road to Damascus. 
He was not married and he had a thorn in the flesh 
- an unknown malady. He was probably a member 
of the Sanhedrin, the ruling body of the Jews. His 
occupation was a tentmaker. This remarkable man 
was a preacher, missionary, and writer of renown and 
of extraordinary talent. 

As expected, Paul was zealous in the law of 
Moses before becoming a Christian, and was ex
ceedingly zealous for the Lord immediately when he 
was saved (Gal. 1:14; Acts 9:20). 

Who was this great man who has taught us God's 
plan of salvation? He was of the city of Tarsus in 
Cilicia (now Turkey), and he was born a Roman citi
zen. It is estimated at the age of thirteen he began 

Paul was obedient when it was shown to him his 
duty (Acts 26:19). To claim the blessing of Christ, 
salvation, the church, and the hope of heaven, a sin
cere person will obey God in the way he commands 
just as did Saul. The consequences for not obeying 
the gospel are serious as Paul describes. "And to you 
who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fue taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power" (2 Thess. 1:7-9). 372 Mill St. 
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~=:~p.m •••••• ~es~ons ~rom the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:1-12) .................................................................................................... Perry Cotham 

3
:
3 

p.m. ••••• et our ommunlcatlon Be, Yea, Yea; Nay Nay (Matt. 5:33·37) .............................................................. Robert Johnston 

6
:
30

o p.m •••••• 
8
A

1
n Eye for an Eye (Matt. 5:38-42) .................................................................................................................... Michael Mayo 

• p.m •••••• nglng 
7:oop.m. ••••• The Greatest Sermon Ever Recorded (An Overview of the Sermon on the Mount- Matt. 5:1-7:29) ········-··· carl Gamer 
8.00 p.m •••••• Thlnk Not That I Am Come to Destroy the Law, or the Prophets; 1 Am 

SaturdaJ.'j;i;·:aot Come to Destroy, But Fulfill (Matt. 5:17-18) .................................................................................................. Gary Colley 

1 O
s:

0
o
0
o a.m •••••• AMfter Thls WMahnner Therefore Pray Ye (Matt. 6:5·15) ••••••••.••••••••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mark Uttleton 

• a.m...... oreover en Ye Fast (Matt. 6·16-17) 
11·00 Ff B • •••••·••·•·••••••••··••··••••••••·•••••••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ben Moseley 

1 
;
30 

~:: ::::: L~: Y::,e~~~~:: ~~:~ ~rother (Matt. 5:21·26) .................................................................................................. Qua Eoff 
P 5 43-48) ..................................................................................................................... John Moore 

2:30p.m ...... Otherwise Ye Have No Reward of Your Father Which Is In Heaven (Matt. 6:1-4) .................................. Joae h D. Meador 
3:30 p.m ...... For Where Your Treasure Is, There Will Your Heart Be Also (Matt. 6: 19·23) PJ M ffltt 6:00p.m •••••• Question and Answer Session ..................................................... erry 0 

7
8
:
0
oo p.m. ..... Judge Not That Ye Be Not Judged (Matt. 7:1-7) ............................................................................................. Ira v. Rice Jr. 
• 0 p.m ...... Whosoever Looketh on a Woman to Lust After Her Hath Committed Adultery 

............ with Her Already In His Heart (Matt 5·27·32) Sunday, July 27 • • ..................................................................................................... John Moore 

9:30a.m ...... Ask, and It Shall Be Given Unto You; Seek, and Ye Shall And (Matt 7•6) 1 0·30 a.m. Strait I th G t d N 1 ' • • .................................................. Eddie Whitten 
• ••••• s e a e, an arrow s the Way (Matt 7'13-14) J 

6
·oo P m De rt F M Vi Th W . • ...................................................................... oseph D. Meador 
• • • ••••• pa rom e, e at ork Iniquity (Matt 7·21·26) Audio tapes of each lesson,· dl~play a;;;;;·;~·;j;;;,;;;·;;;~;~·~~;ii~i,i;:··················· ...... Perry Cotham 
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Missionary Page -Rod Rutherford, editor 

The Church in Jackson, Kentucky 
By Paul Vaughn 

Located in the remote mountainous section of 
Eastern Kentucky, the city of Jackson serves as 
the seat of Breathitt County. This county was 

formed in 1839 and was named after John Breathitt, 
one of Kentucky's governors. 

The Lord's church began in Breathitt County 
when a gospel meeting was held in Jackson in Sep
tember, 1990. Four members of the church began 
meeting in the Jackson Lions Club to hear brother 
Charlie Arnett preach the gospel. Mter a few days, 
some difficulties arose which forced the meeting to 
be moved to Paul's Motel. The church continued to 
meet there until August 1991. A house was then 
rented on River Street which served the church until 
it moved into its own new building in October 1991. 

Charlie and Ruby Arnett worked with the Jack
son Church of Christ until December 1991. During 
this period of time, the church was established on a 
sound footing and the land was acquired on which 
the church building was erected. Following the 
Arnetts' diligent labors in Jackson, Paul and Ricki 
Vaughn came to serve the church and continue to the 
present. 

The Lord has richly blessed the church in Jack
son. Twenty-five souls have been baptized into 
Christ. During the past three years, the efforts of the 
Jackson church to reach the lost have included seven 
gospel meetings, three lectureships, a vacation Bible 
school, and two ladies days. Some of the faith
ful and capable gospel preachers who have spoken in 
these efforts include brethren Adron Doran, Charlie 
Arnett, Jack Hall, Bennie Blankenship, John Brown, 
Clifford Reel, Bobby Liddell, Gary Puryear, Halli
burton Greer, Emmanuel Daugherty, and Charles 
Hutchinson. 

Other efforts have also been made to reach the 
lost with the gospel. The church supports a fifteen
minute radio program every Sunday with Paul 
Vaughn as speaker. In addition, the one-minute daily 
Truth for the World program with Jim Dearman is 
aired. A weekly teaching article appears in the local 

newspaper. The Vaughns are ac
tively engaged in door to door work 
which results in an average of seven 
to ten home Bible studies a week 
and thirty to forty-five Bible corre
spondence courses each month. 
Various methods of study are used 
such as the Jule Miller filmstrips, 
the Open Bible Study, and the Fish
ers of Men approach. 

In July 1994 and again in November 1994, the 
Jackson church had a clothing giveaway to assist the 
many needy in Breathitt County. Members from 
twenty congregations in Indiana, Kentucky and Ten
nessee worked for three days in July helping over 
1,800 people who needed clothes. The Fairfield 
church in Centerville, Tennesse, one of the Vaughns' 
supporting congregations, organized the clothing 
giveaway. 

In September 1994, the Vaughns were joined in 
the work in Jackson by Doug and Thelma LaCourse, 
a retired Christian couple from Canada. The 
LaCourses plan to stay for a year to assist in evange
lism. They have been a great help in strengthening 
and building up the new converts. 

The future of the Jackson Church of Christ looks 
very bright. Much has been accomplished with the 
Lord's blessings in a relatively short period of time. 
Much more remains to be done. It is the desire of all 
the members of the congregation to labor together 
for the glory of God ( 1 Cor. 10:31). 
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The 5th Annual Power Lectureship 
-August 10.14, 1997-

Dangerous 'Isms 
f!!otossians 2.•&• .fl'l ealfl/16 lest lUI§ man spoil yo~ IA~D~IJ pAilosopA§ IUid 11tU. ~1, 
f{/lef1 IAe l1adition 1!/ men, f{/lef1 IAe Hedi016nls 1!/ IAe Ulofid. IUid MJI f{/lef1 &l#sl. 

Sunday, August 10 
9:30 a.m ................... Agnosticism ............................................................................................................................. Ted Oarke 

1 0:30 a.m ................... Atheism .................................................................................................................................... B. J. Oarke 
6:00 p.m ................... False Ideas About Theism .............................................................................................. Garland Elkins 
7:00p.m •.................. Darwinism/Naturalism ...................................................................................................... Trevor Major 

Monday, August 11 
9:00a.m ................... Humanism ............................................................................................................................. Kevin Beard 

1 0:00 a.m ................... Pluralism ................................................................................................................................ Barry Grider 
11 :00 a.m ................... Pragmatism .......................................................................................................................... Mike Hixson 

1 :00 p.m ................... Post-Modernism ............................................................................................................... nm Shoulden 
2:00 p.m ................... judaism ........................................................................................................................................ Jim Laws 
3:00p.m ................... Panel Discussion: Dangerous 'Isms on Baptism Affecting the Church 
7:00p.m ................... Roman Catholicism .................................................................................................... Stephen Wiggins 
8:00p.m ................... Denominationalism .................................................................................................................. Paul Saln 

Tuesday, August 12 
9:00a.m ................... Hinduism ......................................................................................................................... Stephen Waller 

1 0:00 a.m ..........•........ Buddhism .............................................................................................................................. John Cirubb 
11 :00 a.m ................... Muhammadism .................................................................................................................... David Jones 

1 :00 p.m ................... New Ageism ..................................................................................................................... Gary Summen 
2:00p.m ................... Pentecostalism ....................................................................................................................... Kent Bailey 
3:00 p.m ................... Panel Discussion: How Is Neo-Pentecostalism Affecting the Churchl 
7:00p.m ................... Feminism ............................................................................................................................. Glenn Colley 
8:00 p.m ................... Annihilationism ................................................................................................................... Dub McClish 

Wednesday, August 13 
9:00 a.m ................... Premillennialism ...................................................................................................................... Billy Bland 

1 0:00 a.m ................... Mormonism ............................................................................................................................. Bill Bryant 
11 :00 a.m ................... 7th Day Adventism ......................................................................................................... Ciary McDade 

1 :00 p.m ................... Legalism ............................................................................................................................... Terry Joe Kee 
2:00p.m ................... Liberalism ........................................................................................................................... Bobby Uddell 
3:00 p.m ................... Panel Discussion: How Are Legalism and Liberalism Affecting the Churchl 
7:00p.m ................... Pessimism ............................................................................................................................... Wayne Cox 
8:00 a.m ................... Hedonism ............................................................................................................................ David Brown 

Thursday, August 14 
9:00a.m ................... Alcoholism ............................................................................................................................. Mark Posey 

1 0:00 a.m ................... A Study of Dangerous Isms in the New Testament: 
Phariseeism, Saduceeism, and Gnosticism ................................................................... Jerry Joseph 

11 :00 a.m ................... Materialism ......................................................................................................................... Mike Benson 
1:00 p.m ................... Satan ism ................................................................................................................................ Paul Vaushn 
2:00p.m ................... Racism .................................................................................................................................. Jim Deannan 
3:00 p.m ................... Panel Discussion: How Is Neo-Calvinism Affecting the Churchl 
7:00p.m ................... Destructiye Textual Criticism ............................................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
8:00 p.m ................... Calvinism ....................................................................................................................... Keith Mosher Sr. 
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Meeting the Kansas City Prophets 
By J. E. Choafe 

Who are the Kansas City Prophets, and what 
is their connection with the church of 
Christ? The Kansas City Prophets are a 

group of evangelistic preachers who claim to have 
the miraculous power of prophecy. They eschew the 
title "prophet," and prefer to be called "propheti
cally gifted ministers." The Kansas City Fellowship 
was established by Mike Bickle in 1984. Bickle does 
not claim to be a prophet, but says God has spoken 
personally to him delivering apocalyptic revelations. 

The strange connections between the KCP and 
the church of Christ is established through Gary 
Holloway, Michael Weed, Rubel Shelly, and Randy 
Harris. These brethren are indirectly tied in with the 
Kansas City Prophets through personal contacts and 
their articles addressing Bickle, Wagner, and 
Wimber. The common denominator is the Pentecos
tal "Third Wave" theology. 
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The KCP have been creating quite a stir inside 
charismatic circles in recent years. They claim that 
prophetic gifts of prophecy can be restored to the 
churches, and that prophecy is a natural biblical 
means for God to speak to his people in these "last 
days." 

John Wimber tells how he came in contact with 
the KCP in 1988 through Paul Cain. Paul Cain is said 
to be a "ten" on the prophetic scale of ten. His peers 
say Cain is never wrong in his prophetic utterances. 
Wimber said Cain stirred him to new levels of con
cern for holiness and the prophetic ministry which 
he had not taken seriously. 

The Story of Paul Cain 
His story is like a lost apocryphal book from the 
Bible filled with miracles, visions, angels, and God's 
pervasive presence! We pause to insert the . word 
"weird" without which the story of the Kansas City 
Prophets would lose much of its apocalyptic and es
chatological mysticism. 

The legend of Paul Cain begins with a miraculous 
birth. He claims his mother was pregnant in her mid 
forties and terminally ill with tuberculosis and can
cer. Cain tells that she purportedly was visited by an 
angel who promised that she would be healed and 
give birth to a son who would be called Paul. The sign 
would be that she would live to a very old age. She 
died at a 104. 

Paul Cain tells his first visit came from the Lord 
when he was eight. He was told he would have a 
great ministry if he kept himself pure. He also tells 
the story that he was engaged to be married to a 
young woman. He said that the Lord appeared to 
him on the passenger side of his Cadillac saying he 
was jealous of Cain's companion. He called upon 
him to give her up and lead a life of celibacy. 

Cain's prophecies are unusual to say the least. 
He says that "Signs and Wonders" will increase when 
the united churches, Protestants and Catholics, will 
do even greater works than Jesus did. He tells of see
ing a parade of children marching into a hospital and 
healing whole wards of sick people. Cain saw reli
gious broadcasts when a billion would be saved at 
one time. The dead will be raised, limbs restored, 
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and the lame will leap from their wheel chairs. 
In 1990, the Kansas City Fellowship joined the 

Vineyard Christian Fellowship by invitation of John 
Wimber. W1lllber no doubt saw in the KCP a Pente
costal revival of the miracle of prophecy which fitted 
right into W1lllber's "Signs and Wonders" third wave 
scheme of things. [See C. Peter Wagner's The Third 
Wave of the Holy Spirit in which he sets up the Pente
costal rage of this century, Firm Foundation, Mar. 
1997, 14] 

The "Third Wave" is identified in particular with 
the "Signs and Wonders" (miracles) of John Wlll1-
ber's Vineyard Christian Fellowship. Wimber claims 
that the age of miracles has not ceased, and are being 
performed today. The blind see, demons are exor
cised, and the dead climb out of their coffins. 

John Wimber and Jack Deere, former professor 
at the Dallas Theological Seminary and presendy the 
"scholar in residence" with the "Vineyards," admit 
the whole thing is weird. As a matter of fact, some of 
the harshest critics of The KCP come from the ranks 
of the Pentecostal spokesmen who perceive the 
weirdness of it all. 

Ernie Gruen, pastor of the Full Faith Church of 
Love is one. Gruen accuses the KCP of false proph
ecy and misconduct common to the practices of the 
charismatic charlatans who know how to manipulate 
an audience and to create a state of mind termed in 
Pentecostal circles as "slain by the Spirit." 

Gruen is fed up with the false predictions, mysti
cism, and erroneous teachings of the KCP. A popular 
criticism of the KCP is the promotion of predictions 
after they have come true. The critics say Cain would 
have to go back to the 1950s to cite documentation 
to give any credibility to the preposterous claims that 
Cain makes about his birth and childhood. The Pen
tecostal critics of Cain, Wimber, et al, say they use 
every trick found in the bag of the charismatic sha
man. 

Hot on the Trail for the Kansas City Prophets 

The claim of the KCP is that the gift of prophecy, a 
power which some had during the apostolic period, 
should be restored to the church. This explains why 
and how the KCP fit into Wagner's "Third Wave," 
and with Wimber's "Signs and Wonders' movement. 

The KCP has two distinct sides: The first ad
dresses the present prophetic utterances with claims 
that they are being fulfilled today. The second side is 
that this unprecedented third wave advent of the of 
the Holy Spirit is the apocalyptic sign that the Sec-
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ond Coming of Christ will be at any moment in this 
generation even today [Shades of the 19th century 
"Millerites"]. 

And another question is raised that once the 
Kansas City Prophets are identified, why should con
servative churches of Christ be interested? There are 
indeed critical reasons why the churches should be 
deeply concerned. 

We first meet the Kansas City Prophets and their 
founder, Mike Bickle, April 1996 in Florence, Ala
bama. The occasion was the Mid-South 1996 Con
ference on Spiritural Renewal. The conference 
theme was "Preparing the Bride." Mike Bickle was a 
key note speaker, and so was Rubel Shelly. 

Bickle and Shelly were billed as International 
Christian Statesmen ministering to the worldwide 
body of Christ in these words: "These men are God's 
appointed men for this conference, coming with a 
fresh word from the Father." Are we to assume that 
Ruble Shelly thinks that he is now speaking ex cathe
dra (from God's very throne)? The language explic
idy says so! 

The leaders in the churches of Christ in the Flo
rence, Ala., area, which I like to refer to as "Tolbert 
Fanning country," and as the first cradle of the Resto
ration Movement with reference to churches of 
Christ, must awaken to the fact that the "change 
agents" have your churches especially targeted be
cause the churches are numerous and influential. The 
idea is to set up a domino strategy in Middle Tennessee 
and North Alabama and then pick up the pieces. 

To learn more about the tactics of these barracu
das of change, read Lynn Anderson's book Navigat
ing the Winds of Change. Such pious brethren do not 
establish churches preferring to take the churches 
over "ready made" which includes gullible member
ships and the real property earned by others. And, 
moreover, these brethren would not consider the 
"take overs'1 to be "the work of Satan." 

Shelly's Coaaedloas with the ICP Is Grcumstaatlal 
That Dr. Shelly was a principal speaker for the 1996 
Conference does not mean that the Woodmont Fam
ily of God will be joining the Kansas City Fellowship. 
As a matter of fact, he never mentions the KCP, nor 
do any of the "Holy Ghost" practitioners in churches 
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of Christ. The ubiquitous presence of Rubel Shelly is 
sighted in wide and disparate settings from Florence 
to Calgary embracing contradictory theological 
ideas. 

A second connection with the KCP comes 
through Randy Harris, a DLU professor. He makes a 
special reference to Jack Deere in a recent issue of 
Wineskins with obvious approval. 

The third connection of the church of Christ with 
the KCP comes by way of John Wimber's Vineyard 
and the "Third Wave." Gary Holloway and Michael 
Weed read a paper May 1995 before the Disciple of 
Christ Historical Society in Nashville in which they 
suggest three paradigmatic models for the Church of 
Christ. Of one they write: "The other model influenc
ing Churches of Christ is third wave charismatic wor-

ship described by church growth expert C. Peter 
Wagner and others." Need we say more? 

Summary Coaclusloa 

As a church historian, a major intent of this article is 
to provide a simple understanding of these weird 
new paradigms which are being introduced surrepti
tiously into unsuspecting churches of Christ. The 
documentations are indisputable. Does it ever occur 
to the liberal element that they have kept the conser
vative churches of Christ under harsh attack for 
thirty-five years with little opposition? "A worm 
squirms in hot ashes." Let the facts speak for them
selves. Enough is enough! 

3714~ Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 37215 
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Robert Herman Knox (1916 - 1997) 
By Noble Patterson 

Robert Herman Knox, 80, of Burnet, Texas, 
died February 3, 1997. He had endured 
various forms of cancer for several years 

and was in Seton Hospital in Austin at the time of his 
passing. His wife, Jesse, and other family members 
were at his bedside. He was a veteran of World War 
II and a retired General Motors Automobile Dealer 
and rancher. He was a native of Keller, Texas. 

Possibly few men knew Brother Herman Knox 
more intimately than I. We first met at a Sunday af
ternoon singing at the Riverside Church of Christ in 
Fort Worth over 50 years ago. From then until his 
death our friendship grew and the bond of fraternal 
love was strengthened day by day. Brother Knox was 
a true man of God, a great singer, effective Bible 
teacher and was faithful to the end. 

I have never known a finer man than Herman 
Knox. He was a Christian gentleman of the highest 
sort. Clean in life. He was honorable and upright in 
his dealings with his fellowman. I believe it to be im
possible that he could have been otherwise. 

His gracious and engaging smile, genuine cordi
ality, quick forgiveness, and steadfast loyalty, his ev
erlasting faith and his abiding and devoted love for 
God, Christ, the church and his fellowman, was 
known to thousands. He had many friends. 

For several years we served together as elders in 

the same congregation in Fort Worth. He had a clear 
understanding of the church and a clear understand
ing of the gospel. I observed his sincere love for the 
Lord and I was aware of his love for the brethren. It 
was deep and abiding. I found him to be wise in coun
sel, calm under difficulties, patient and kind and to
tally honest. In the social circle, he was genial and 
considerate. It was a pleasure to be in his presence. 

Brother Knox was knowledgeable in the sacred 
scriptures. Before a class or in the pulpit, he mani
fested a gentle dignity that was impressive. He stood 
squarely upon God's Word, and with him "a thus 
saith the Lord" was the end of all controversy. 

Herman was approaching the evening of life with 
the prospect of a peaceful old age. But he has de
parted "to be with Christ" and according to the 
terms of his faith . .. and ours .•. "it is far better." It 
was a privilege to call him brother. 

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, Febru
ary 5, 1997 at the Vanderveer Church of Christ in 
Burnet with brethren Billy Balke, Rod Tate, and 
Noble Patterson officiating. Burial was in the nearby 
Oatmeal Cemetery at which time his grandson, 
Damon Daughtery, made a brief talk. 

Though gone, the memory lingers to sweeten and 
bless loved ones left behind. 
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Prayer and the NIV 
By Mark K. Lewis 

It never ceases to amaze me how deceptive and in
correct the New International Version is. -y am 
also saddened by this fact because so many 

people use this rendition, thinking it to be an accu
rate translation of God's Word. It rarely comes close 
to that. 

My latest tussle with the NIV came while study
ing 1 Timothy 2:8, which reads (in the NIV) "I want 
men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, with
out anger or disputing." The King James has "I will 
therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy 
hands, without wrath and doubting." 

Liberals do everything they can to undermine this 
passage, arguing that it does not mean that women 
cannot lead men in prayer. One ingenious twist asserts 
that"men" (v. 8) and "women" (v. 9) should actually be 
translated "husbands" and "wives" and thus does not 
pertain to general Christian duties at all. It is easy to 
see, when one looks at the NIY, how a novice could 
easily conclude that there is no prohibition here of 
women leading men in prayer. 

Is the NIV's language an accurate translation of 
the Greek? It is not even close. Literally the Greek 
reads, "I will therefore to pray the men in every place 
lifting holy hands without wrath and disputing." 

The changes in the NIV aren't even subtle, and 
alter the meaning and emphasis in the verse. The par
ticiple "lifting" is changed to an infinitive "to lift"; 
the infinitive "to pray" is changed to a prepositional 
phrase "in prayer." The definite article ·(the) before 
"men" is omitted. Thus, the emphasis in the NIV's 
rendition is on lifting up holy hands when men pray, 
completely destroying the contextual sense of the 
passage. 

There is nothing in the NIV indicating that it is 
men who are to lead in prayer; only that men should 
lift up holy hands everywhere when they pray. Such 
an interpretation opens the door to mingling the 
roles of the sexes and this disingenuous translation 
provides no restriction on women leading men in 
prayer. 

Paul is contrasting the roles of men and women in 
prayer and teaching (1 Tim. 2:8-15). The New King 
James accurately renders verse 8, "Therefore I de
sire that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy 
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hands." Notice the men pray everywhere, not just 
"men pray everywhere" (the King James omits "the" 
in its translation; the ASV, NASV, and NKJV all in
clude it). 

Paul indicates who is to direct this worship activ
ity - "the men." The lifting up of holy hands is inci
dental, though not unimportant; it indicates that a 
proper character is necessary for prayer to be heard 
(cf. Jas. 1:5; posture is not Paul's point in 1 Tw. 2:8). 
In contrast to what men are to do, in verse 9, Paul 
says "in like manner also, women adorn themselves 
in modest apparel." In verses 11-12, "Let a woman 
learn in silence with all submission. And I do not per
mit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man 
but to be in silence." 

The men are to lead in prayer and in teaching 
while the women are to be in subjection and adorn 
themselves with "good works." 

Error can be so subtle, and can slip in hardly no
ticed. The NIV's, "I want men everywhere to lift up 
holy hands in prayer" sounds harmless until one real
izes that Paul is not giving instructions on posture in 
prayer, he is contrasting the work of men and 
women. The men are to pray everywhere, and "the 
women" are to adorn themselves modestly. 

Paul's teaching is an instruction on who is to do 
the public praying just as verse 12 indicates who is to 
do the public teaching. Does "I want men every
where to lift up holy hands in prayer" give any indi
cation that there is an 'interdict on women leading 
men in prayer? If one uses the NIY, to what passage 
would he turn to argue that women must not lead 
men in public prayer? 

It is obvious why liberals, who want to blur the 
roles of men and women in the church, would favor 
the New International Version. And that is why we 
suggest the NIV is wrong and should be used with 
extreme caution. 3104 Oliver 
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Where Is M. M. O'Hare? 
By William M. "Mike" Hurley 

It has been reported recently by the national news 
media that two of the three organizations that 
famed atheist Madeline Murray O'Hare 

founded for the cause of defending atheism in the 
United States have come up missing over $625,000. 
This follows O'Hare's mysterious disappearance and 
unknown whereabouts over a year ago. It seems that 
O'Hare and her immediate family have disappeared 
and investigators have now been able to trace the 
missing money to a deposit made in a foreign bank 
account which, of course, has been drained of its 
funds. Could it be possible that Mrs. O'Hare was in
volved in this scam of the very organizations she 
helped found? Could it really be true that such a 
well-known figure in the world of atheism has no 
ethics? To answer these questions first consider the 
following: 

Atheism Is Rooted in a Lack 
of Respect for Authority 

The man who claims confidently that he knows 
"there is no God" is very bold indeed. He is much 
like the Pharaoh during the days of Moses who ex
claimed, "Who is Jehovah, that I should hearken 
unto His voice to let Israel go? I know not Jehovah" 
(Exo. 5:1-2). It is obvious then that rejecting the su
preme authority of the universe can lead to a life 
without respect for any authority and a lack of con
science in transgressing against authority. It breeds 
abuse of trust and causes violation of friends. 

Atheism Is the Result 
of Inordinate Pride 

Atheism in its purest form sees man as his own God, 
hence he will submit to no one else! As evolutionist 
George Gaylord Simpson wrote: man "is his own 
master. He can and must decide his own destiny." 
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Fredrich Nietzsche, atheist philosopher once said, 
"If there were gods, how could I endure it to not be a 
god?" When man begins to see himself as pre-emi
nent rather than the Lord, he is sure to stumble into 
wickedness. That is why the prophet Jeremiah 
warned us in Jeremiah 10:23, "0 LORD, I know that 
the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps" (KJV), and the proverbs 
tell us Proverbs 16:18, "Pride goeth before destruc
tion, and an haughty spirit before a fall" (KJV). 

Atheism Releds God In Order to Be Free 
of Moral Responsibility 

It is a fact that many embrace atheism to free them
selves mentally from any set moral code of ethics or 
responsibility. If, for example, you find yourself 
caught up in a lifestyle which is completely contrary 
to the teachings of the Bible many turn to rejection of 
God rather than submission to his higher and greater 
standards. The Psalmist said it best in Psalm 14:1, 
"The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. 
They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, 
there is none that doeth good" (KJV). 

Considering all the above it doesn't surprise me 
at all that no one can find one of the foremost athe
ists in the United States and $625,000 in cash is miss
ing from organizations she founded and helped over
see. Are you surprised? 
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Take Charge 
By Jerry Moffitt 

Christianity is never said to be a relaxed social 
club, a philosophical society where one can 
discuss some new thing (Acts 17:21), a psy

chological group-therapy session where one can get 
in touch with oneself rather than with God, or a 
pharmaceutical placebo where one can think he is 
being successfully treated for guilt and fear of hell 
and at the same time make no hard changes in his 
life, changes such as come through repentance and 
conversion (Acts 3:19). The "way" is described as a 
warfare (1 T1m. 1:18), a fight (1 T1m. 6:12), a striving 
or contending (2 T1m. 2:5; Luke 13:24). It is not for 
couch potatoes and sissies. We are charged by Jesus 
this way: "If any man would come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me" 
(Mark 8:34). 

The Solution to Careless Uvlng 
Paul said of one phase of Christianity: 

And I do all things for the gospel's sake, that I 
may be a joint partaker thereof. Know ye not 
that they that run in a race run all, but one re
ceiveth the prize? Even so run; that ye may at
tain. And every man that striveth in the games 
exerciseth self-control in all things. Now they 
do it to receive a corruptible crown; but we an 
incorruptible. I therefore so run, as not uncer
tainly; so fight I as not beating the air: but I 
buffet my body, and bring it into bondage: lest 
by any means, after that I have preached to 
others, I myself should be rejected (1 Cor. 
9:23-27). 

I will argue that the solution to the strong tests 
of Christianity lies in ourselves. Paul said, "And not 
only so, but we also rejoice in our tribulations: 
knowing that tribulation worketh stedfastness; And 
stedfastness, approvedness; and approvedness, hope" 
(Rom. S :3-4 ). We need patience and stedfastness, and 
it seems God gives us tribulation to help us absorb 
such virtues. However, is there anything you can do to 
gain those virtues besides just weathering the storms 
when they come, "hunkering down" and enduring 
them? Yes, it seems the Bible says there is a part we 
play in Christian warfare and contests, and something 
you can do when tribulation comes. 

You noticed in the passage in 1 Corinthians 
9:23-27 that Paul said he buffeted his body and 
brought it into bondage. The word for buffet is 
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hupopiazo~ from hupo (under) and ops (eye). It im
plies you beat your face black and blue under the eye, 
or give yourself a black eye. In one of Louis 
I.:Amour's books a child asked Conager who gave 
him the black eye. He grinned and said, "No one son; 
I earned it." Well, that's what I'm going to ask us to 
do. Let's all begin to buffet our body and get it under 
control so we can exercise patience when trials 
come. We can all work on self-control or temper
ance. Self-control and patience are translations of the 
word enkrateia. It is from kratos (strength). Paul used 
it in 1 Corinthians 9:25 for the athlete practicing 
rigid self-control. As well as in spiritual duties, prac
tice it in getting out of the chair and exercising your 
body, turning off TV and reading a good book, stop
ping eating before you are stuffed, going to bed a 
little earlier so you can get up earlier and read the 
Bible and pray. Flabby soldiers cannot win battles. A 
fat cat catches no rats. And Jesus said, "Deny your
selves" (Mark 8:34 ). Perhaps it is not the work of a 
day or hour. We learn any skill by practice, constant 
daily practice. Practice self-control. Make yourself 
do what you should do but don't want to do. Some
one said, "A thought becomes an act, an act a habit, 
habit character, and character destiny." It is so 
simple. Powerful self-control comes by practice, and 
persistent practice overcomes regular failures. Re
member, what you can do tomorrow, start today. 
What you can do today, start right this moment. 
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Lessons Learned 
From LiHie Red Riding Hood 

By Brock Hartwigsen 

Lesson one - Beware: In the story of Little 
Red Riding Hood the Big Bad Wolf got into 

· Red's grandmother's house and ate her. Then 
he dressed up in granny's night clothes and climbed 
into her bed to fool Red so that he could catch her 
off guard. 

This is very similar to something Jesus talked 
about in the Sermon on the Mount when he said, 
"Beware of false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves" (Matt. 7: 15). Today the church is troubled 
with "false brethren" (2 Cor. 11 :26) and "false 
teachers" (2 Pet. 2: 1) who dress up in "sheep's cloth
ing" or as "ministers of righteousness" (1 Cor. 
11: 13-15) but in reality are nothing more than "rav
ening wolves." They go about "seeking whom [they] 
may devour" (2 Pet. 5 :8) just as the wolf sought to 
devour Red. 

Lesson two -Probe: When Red got to grandma's 
house she noticed that something appeared to be 
wrong. So she started politely probing the wolf with 
some challenging statements. "What big eyes you 
have grandma!" "What big ears you have grandma." 

Red must have been a student of the Bible, for 
she did exactly what John told the church to do in 1 
John 4:1 when he wrote, "Beloved, believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out into the 
world." When Red saw that everything wasn't ko
sher, she didn't ignore it but started trying the wolf 
with her questioning statements. Likewise, Chris
tians to.day should not just bury their head in the 
sand when something looks fishy. We also must po
litely probe and question to find out who or what we 
are exactly dealing with. 

Lesson three - Evasion: The wolf never really 
lied to Red, he just didn't answer her questions. He 
just twisted the question around and simply tried to 
reassure her that everything was OK. When chal
lenged with "What big eyes you have grandma!" in
stead of addressing the problem that grandma's eyes 
were too big he responded "All the better to see 

you with my dear." In his response he was attempting 
to reassure her that with his big eyes he could 
be a better grandma and better watch out for her. 
He did this with the next questioning statement. 
"What big ears you have grandma!" He responded, 
"All the better to hear you with my dear." Again evad
ing the issue and reassuring her that with his big 
ears he could be a better grandma and better listen 
to her. 

Likewise, false brethren and false teachers who 
dress up in sheep's clothing are masters of deceit. 
When asked questions they use different tactics to 
avoid having to answer the questions and to be ex
posed for what they are. Sometimes, like the wolf, 
they try to change the subject, to alleviate our suspi
cions by reassuring us of their love, humility and pi
ety. Other times instead of simply answering honest 
questioners, they question the questioner's motives. 
A third tactic used by these wolves is to inform the 
one questioning them that to respond to the question 
is below them and they are too important to waste 
their time with such things. 

Lesson Four - Persistence: To her credit Red 
wasn't fooled by the wolf's answers. No, she kept 
probing and finally asked, "What big teeth you have 
grandma." Realizing that he was finally found out, 
the wolf responded, "All the better to eat you with 
my dear" and jumped out of the bed after her. But 
Red, already on her guard, was able to elude the wolf 
until a friendly hunter came by and helped her. 

With persistence false brethren and false teach
ers who dress up in sheep's clothing can also be 
flushed out. But beware, when flushed out they often 
expose their true nature and become spiteful, cruel 
and will viciously attack the prober. That is when, 
like the hunter, we need to come to the aid of each 
other and help each other to prevail over the false 
brethren and false teachers who seek to destroy the 
Lord's church. 
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Children and Baptism 
By Frank Chesser 

Sin is a portrait of grotesque ugliness. The 
blackness of sin makes the sable night appear 
light. Sin stains and defiles the soul, rendering 

it unfit for the divine presence. Sin drove God from 
Jerusalem to the mountain to oversee the destruction 
of the city (Eze. 11:23 ). Sin severs the Creator from 
his offspring and marks him as being "without God, 
without Christ and without hope in the world" (Eph. 
2:12). 

Calvary is God's answer to sin. The obedience of 
faith is man's means of appropriating the provisions 
of grace to his soul. Baptism is the culminating act of 
gospel obedience that activates grace and brings 
cleansing by blood. Thus, the purpose of baptism is 
"for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 

To the degree consistent with human ability, one 
must understand sin, grace and the gospel in order to 
qualify for baptism. One must be able to count the cost 
of discipleship (Luke 14:25-33 ). Does a simple knowl
edge of the steps of salvation make one eligible for 
baptism? If so, then there are many four- and five
year-old children who are proper subjects of baptism. 

Is an unbaptized ten-year-old child a pawn of Sa
tan? Is he polluted by sin and separated from God? 
Relative to repentance, are most ten-year-old chil
dren qualified by unrighteous behavior and sufficient 
maturity to have a genuine change of mind with re
gard to the sinful course of their lives? Will the Lord 
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declare to such unbaptized children on the last day, 
"Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels" (Matt. 25:41)? 

Paul questioned some twelve adults concerning 
their understanding of baptism (Acts 19:7). A few 
questions regarding the nature of sin, penitence, and 
the gospel would deter most preachers from baptiz
ing children. One child offered bickering with his 
brother as the reason for his desire to be baptized. 
Was he thus, separated from God and in need of 
cleansing by blood? It is· not unusual to observe par
ents having to awaken their baptized children from 
sleep in order to partake of the Lord's Supper. What 
is the difference in infant baptism and children's bap
tism? God did not design the scheme of redemption 
with children in mind. 6273 Sycamore Dr. 

Montgomery. AL 37117 
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Thursday, July 31 

16th Cane Ridge 
Restoration Lectureship 

July Jl,August 3, 1997 

'~sk for the Old Paths" 

6:45 p.m . ............. Gospel singing ........................................................................................................ Todd Wallc.er 
7:30 p.m . ............. Preach the Word: Proclaiming the Old Paths ............................................... Darrell Blan1c.enship 

Friday, August 1 
9:00 a.m. .............. For I Am Not Ashamed: Preaching the Gospel in Restoration History ....................... Sam Hester 

10:00 a.m. .............. Holy Men of God Spake: Foundation of the Old Paths .............................. Darrell Blan1c.enship 
11:00 a.m. .............. Is Christ Divided?: Denominationalism vs. Restoration ............................................ Keith Cowrt 
12:00 noon ............ Guided Tours of Restoration Sites ................................................................. Everett Donaldson 
6:45 p.m. ............. Gospel singing ........................................................................................................ Todd Walker 
7:30 p.m .............. We Will Not Walk Therein: Modern Assaults on the Old Paths ............................. Dave Miller 

Saturday, August 2 
9:00 a.m. .............. Steadfastly in the Apostles' Doctrine: Gospel Meetings in Restoration History ........... Sam Heater 

10:00 a.m. .............. Ask for the Old Paths: The Plea of the Restoration Movement ............................... Adron Doran 
11:00 a.m. .............. Not Above That Which Is Written: The Key to Restoration .......................... Everett Donaldson 
12:00 noon ............ Lunch ..................................................................................................... North Lexington Church 
1:15 p.m .............. Keynote Address 

.................... That They All May Be One: Is the Church of Christ a Denomination? ........ H. A. Buster Dobba 
2:00 p.m .............. Any Other Gospel Than That Ye Have Received: 

.................... A Response to "Promise Keepers" and Other Denominational Issues ....................... Dave Miller 

.................... Ladiu Clau: From a Child Thou Hast Known the Scriptures: 

.................... Teaching the Old Paths at Home ........................................................................... Cheryl C<nort 
3:00p.m . ............. The Truth Shall Make You Free: Can We All Agree on tl:1e Old Paths? ................... Dowell Flatt 
6:45 p.m .............. Gospel singing ........................................................................................................ Todd Wallc.er 
7:30 p.m. ............. The Lord Added to the Church: The Old Path to Salvation ................................... Keith Cowrt 

Sunday, Augwt 3 
9:30 a.m. .............. Abound in This Grace Also: Giving to Preserve the Old Paths ................................ Dowell Flatt 

1(}.30 a.m. .............. The Law of Faith: The Way of the Old Paths ............................................ H. A. (Buster) Dobba 
3:00p.m .............. I Will Build My Church: Have the Old Paths Been Restored?* ................. H. A. (Buster) Dobba 

*(afternoon worship at Cane Ridge Meeting House) 

North Lexington Church of Christ • 549 Parkside Dr. • Lexington, Kentucky 

July 1997 21 
Firm Foundation 



Thoughts for Christian Women 

Avoiding Sin 
By Irene C. Taylor 

The battle with sin is a constant, continuing 
battle. It began with the entrance of sin in the 
Garden of Eden and will continue as long as 

time lasts. The Christian must be constantly alert to 
the enticements of the world. Satan is busy dressing 
sin in alluring garb to tempt mankind. What mea
sures, then, can the Christian employ to stay out of 
the sinning business? 

The opening verse of Psalm 1 vividly portrays the 
progressiveness of sin. "Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat 
of the scornful." Note carefully how slyly sin gains 
control. Man first observes the enticements of sin. It 
looks exciting and fun. It seems harmless to just ob
serve it. (How many parents and children justify 
"spectating" the school dance? After all, they are just 

Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Chrlsl 

Subscribe to 
The Caring and Sharing Newsletter 

for news about the health of other members. Sub
scribers help each other pay their medical bills. 
It's very economical! Note: This Is not an Insur
ance company. 

As a subscriber, other newsletter subscribers will 
help you pay your medical bills, and you can do 
the same for them. Your gift is sent directly by 
you, not CSN, to the subscriber who has had a 
medical emergency. 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing Newsletter 
POB 544 • Lubbock. Texas 79408 

1-800.2888-2044 
The plan has been in effect and working for going 
on 4 years. 1400 individuals are already partici
pating and loving it. Let us hear from you today! 

The CSN is NOT an insurance company. 
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"observing"- not participating!) 
He walks with them and listens to 
their urging to join in. By observing, 
one begins to associate with the at
tending crowd. Friendship with 
those present may even result. The 
child becomes more closely associ
ated with them - he standeth with 
them; (becomes a regular member of that crowd). 
He/she sitteth with them - he/she is now perfectly 
at home with them, comfortable with their activities. 
What began as an innocent observation of that which 
is questionable, at best, has now gripped one and 
gained control. This is why naive parents are tread
ing dangerous ground when they think observation 
will be the end of the matter. For many it opens the 
door to full par~icipation. 

A blessing is pronounced on the man "who 
walketh not" this progressive path to sin. "But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth 
he meditate day and night" (Psa. 1 :2). This man filled 
his life and his time with that which is worthwhile. 
He chose to fill his mind with the law of the Lord. He 
delighted in it. This is the greatest tool man can use 
to avoid engaging in sin. 

In the account of the unclean spirit, we see the 
need to fill our minds and lives with wholesome, spiri
tual things. When our lives are left empty and void of 
good things we are, in essence, inviting the "unclean 
spirit" to return with company (Matt. 12:43-45). 

It is more than significant that our perfect ex
ample, Jesus the Christ, showed us the proper way to 
meet temptation and resist sin. He met the devil in 
the wilderness of temptation and he answered each 
inducement with "It is written" (Matt. 4:1-11). Our 
Lord met temptation, not as Deity, but as man. He 
used the same method of resistance which we have at 
our disposal - the Scriptures. 

Christians must be careful not to place them
selves in situations where they will be tempted to do 
wrong. We are commanded to "Abstain from all ap
pearance of evil" (1 Thess. 5 :22). Wisdom dictates 
that we stay clear away from that which even appears 



evil! That would eliminate watching questionable ac
tivities. That would prohibit our getting as close to 
sin as possible without actual participation. Rather, 
we would flee from it. Running is not always cow
ardly; sometimes it is the course of wisdom. James 
4:7 advises us to "Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you." 

We need to be aggressive in our battle with the 
devil - not passive. In his instructions to Timothy, 
Paul gives sage advice which we would do well to 
heed. Following admonitions to pursue godliness and 
a warning regarding the unhealthy love of money, we 
find instructions to flee certain things. "But thou, 0 
man of God, flee these things; and follow after right
eousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness" 
(1 Tim. 6: 11). "Flee also youthful lusts: but follow 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that 
call on the Lord out of a pure heart" (2 Tim. 2:22). 

Instead of permitting - encouraging - our 

young people to participate in worldly pleasure to be 
popular, we need to be instilling in them the attitude 
of avoiding sin. We can best do this by living the ex
ample of a pure life before them. 

Again, hear the wisdom of Paul to Timothy, "Keep 
thyself pure" (1 Tim. 5 :22). "Unto the pure all things 
are pure" (Titus 1: 15). "Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatso
ever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things" (Phil. 4:8). 

Let each of JJS resolve to fill our minds with the 
things of God's Holy Word so that there will be no 
room for sin to fill our lives. Like the man of Psalms, 
let us delight in his law day and night. Only by know
ing God's law can we equip ourselves to resist the 
temptation of sin! P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, 7N 36063 
1}: 

1997 Michigan 
Firm Foundation Lectureship 

"God's Blessings for Troubled Hearts" 

August 7-9 

Thursday,August7 
6:45 p.m . ......................... Introduction 
7:10 p.m .......................... We Have His Promises ........................... William Woodson 
8:00 p.m .......................... We Have Faith ..........................•....... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Friday, August 8 
6:45 p.m . ......................... Introduction 
7:10 p.m .......................... We Have Encouraging Scriptures ......... Perry B. Cotham 
8:00 p.m .........••............... We Have Prayer ..................................... William Woodson 

Saturday, August 9 
9:00 a.m . ......................... Introduction 
9:10 a.m .......................... We Have Love ................................................ Dan Goddard 

10:00 a.m .......................... We Have Hope ........................................•.......... Tom Meade 
1:00 p.m .......................... We Have His Providence ................................ Allan Fraser 
2:00 p.m .......................... We Have Truth .............................................. George Beals 
3:00 p.m .......................... We Have Forgiveness ................................... Eddie Whitten 

George F. Beals, director 

-Jointly hosted by the Sylvan Lake and Saline Congregations-

Sylvan Lake Church of Christ • 1900 Inverness • Sylvan Lake, Michigan • (810) 682-2426 
(near Pontiac Michigan) 
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Potpourri ••. 

The good news is that the Firm Foundation 
continues to happily skip along with an in 
creasing number of readers. One subscriber 

wrote, "Thank you for this great work. I do not want 
to miss a single issue." There are many who continue 
to walk in the old paths. Some - too many - follow 
the broad way that leads to destruction. 

It is sad - alarming - that the majority in the 
religious world have litde concern about doing the 
will of God and are mainly inclined to do their own 
will. Though disturbing, it is not surprising. From the 
time of Eden until now, the disposition of humans has 
been to discount the divine precepts. The attitude of 
the multitude is, "Yeah, hath God said." Someone 
has observed, "We can sympathize with a child who 
is afraid of the dark, but the tragedy of life is that 
most people are afraid of the light." A greater than 
Solomon said, "I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall 
have the light of life." 

The trend is to cast doubt on the words of God 
by clouding and muddling the teaching of the Bible 
with extraneous, extra-biblical material, and quib
bling over "foolish questionings and genealogies." 
Any device to d: revelation is acceptable to 
those who have no re~t' ~ct for revelation. 

Anyway, we just wanted to say "much obliged" to 
our loyal readers and supporters. 

llevea Commaadmeafs 
OJudge Roy S. Moore of Alabama keeps a dis

play of the Ten Commandments in his courtroom. 
The American Civil Liberties Union objected to the 
judge's taking that liberty. The Alabama Supreme 
Court has issued a verdict: The judge can keep the 
Ten Commandments in the courtroom. An appeal 
has been ftled and the United States Supreme Court 
may decide if the Mosaic Code can be kept on the 
wall of a government building. 

New numbers for advertising and subscriptions 
Flr111 Foundatloa 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-8216 (toll free) • fax (409) 553-3721 

24 ~':!ra Found~jc?n 

OEdward P. Mosher, The Politically Correct 
Guide to the Bible, has jokingly suggested a revision 
to the ten commandments to make them politically 
correct. His list, with some editing, follows: 

Thou shalt treat all gods, goddesses, demigods, 
demigoddesses, cults and beliefs with equal respect 
and devotion. 

Thou shalt honor thy birth mother and birth fa
ther, or mother and father of step, or mother and 
mother, or father and father, or surrogate mom or 
dad. Or thou shalt sue any of the above for negli
gence. 

Thou shalt not steal, except when: charging $2 
for an ATM transaction ••• robbing defenseless 
seniors ••• it's liritited to paper clips and memo pads. 

Thou shalt commit adultery. If it feeleth good, do 
it. Particularly if you are •.• the insatiable governor of 
a Southern state whose troopers tempt him with an 
endless supply of willing consorts, or a member of 
the royal family. 

Thou shalt not discriminate on the basis of reli
gion, race, agnosticism, atheism, national origin, 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

*25th Year 
*Soundness 
*Balance 
*Integrity 

• Tuition free • Umlted financial a1d 
•Housing available • Excellent library 
•Two-year program •Preaching opportunltles 
•College level • Experienced faculty 
•Quiet community near • Personal attention 

beautiful Tennessee mountains 

-Inquiries promptly G118Wered-

James Meadows, Director 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road • Knoxville, TN 37931 
(423) 691-7444 • 691-7411 • Fax (423) 691-9692 



sexual orientation, gender or genders, marital status, 
parental status, age, youth, ability, ascent, pre-exist
ing medical conditions, test scores, appearance, 
scent, drug test results, or ethics. 

Thou shalt not be factually challenged nor en
gage in an excess of literalism nor otherwise bear 
false witness, unless plea bargaining, or campaigning 
for or holding public office. 

Thou shalt not worship false idols, except Elvis. 
Thou shalt not murder, unless you can afford a 

dream team of morally disengaged attorneys. 
Thou shalt remember the Sabbath day and get all 

thy shopping done at that time. 
Thou shalt not take the name of God in vain, but 

with gusto. 
Thou shalt never place the Ten Commandments 

on a schoolhouse or courtroom wall. 

Iori 
ORobert J. Bork, in an article, "The Conserva

tive Case for Amending the Constitution" (The 
Weekly Standard, Mar. 3, 1997), speaking of the po
litical nature of the Supreme Court, said, "Only re
cendy, the court has created special rights for homo
sexuals, protected obscenity on cable television, and, 
in the grip of radical feminism, ruled, contrary to a 
century-old understanding, that state-run all-male 
military colleges violate the Constitution. Mean
while, the Supreme Court of Hawaii is about to rule 
that homosexual marriages must be permitted. 
Lower federal courts have created a right to physi
cian-assisted suicide and euthanasia." 

Bork went on to say, "Courts have all but ban
ished religion and religious symbolism from our pub
lic life, created a wholly spurious right to abortion, 
made discipline difficult to impossible in public 
schools, required discrimination by race in public 
schools, ordered violent felons back on the streets 
because of what judges perceive as overcrowding in 
prisons, taken over hiring and promotion policies of 
police and fire departments, required drastic 
changes in the composition of state legislatures, and 
transformed the First Amendment from a protector 
of ideas to a protector of self-gratification, so that 
obscenity and pornography are rife in our culture." 

Cbrlstlaa Groalcle 
OThe Christian Chronicle, ostensibly a middle

of-the-road publication, leaning neither to the right 
nor to the left, will host its third Christian College 
Workshop. Some of the speakers will be Steve Flatt, 
president-elect of DLU, Carley Dodd, professor at 

ACU, Don Crisp, chairman of the board of ACU, 
Tom Trimble, regent of Pepperdine University (we do 
not use an abbreviation for Pepperdine for obvious 
reasons). The letter announcement was signed by J. 
Terry Johnson, publisher of The Christian Chronicle. 
I mean, how much more unprejudiced can you get? 

Ouofafloas 
O"Marijuana isn't harmless to those whose lives 

it ruins" (Headline on Ann Lander's column). 
Olmagine a bright, literary young woman

raised with four sisters by a married feminist mom in 
a Manhattan brownstone, spending her adolescence 
(like everyone else she knows) hanging out in "Sheep 
Meadow" in Central Park in the middle of the night 
smoking pot, looking at the stars, getting smashed on 
cheap liquor, and sleeping with boys - coming to 
grips, through sheerly personal reflection without 
assistance from any religious or moral tradition, with 
the question: What does sex mean? [T]he attractive
ness of AIDS is that it gave back to sex what the Six
ties stripped from it: consequences. If sex can kill 
you, then, at least, sleeping with someone means 
something (Maggie Gallagher reviewing the "book, 
Last Night in Paradise, by Katie Roiphe). 

OMrs. Whitehead says we should treat our mar-

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

"Preaching the Word- Defending the Faith" 

-one of the finest and most thorough two-year 
Bible programs know to me. It Is completely Bible 
based, rigorous, and demanding •••• Founded In 
1978, Southwest graduates are recognized as 
true 'Men of the Book' who are sound and effec
tive evangellstsl• 

That Is how brethren are describing the Blb/s depattmsnt 
at Southwest Call today to find out why/ 

Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 for a new catalog. 

Joseph D. Meador, Director 
8900 Mancl".aca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2488 
A warm welcome awaits Incoming students/ 
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riages the way we treat our family cars. But weal
ready do: we love them when they work, and dump 
them when they don't work so well (Robert L. 
Plunkett, reviewing Divorce Culture, by Barbara 
Dafoe Whitehead). 

ORichland Hills Church of Christ will conduct a 
Palm Sunday service at 6 p.m. tomorrow [March 23] 
in the auditorium. The church's Family Singers and 
Drama Ministry will present original music in a pro
duction, The Last Journey, which depicts Jesus' entry 
into Jerusalem (Ft. Worth Star Telegram, Mar 22, 
1997) 

OThere is no reason for any individual to have a 
computer in their home (Kenneth Olson, president 
and founder of Digital Equipment Corp., 1977). 

low I lar Me lon to -
OHeather Knutson, 17, thought to greet 

Valentine's Day with a novel idea. She proposed to 
pass around pledge cards. Her fellow students would 
be invited to commit themselves to sexual chastity 
until marriage. The pledge movement began under 
the principle, True Love Waits. 

Over fifty students signed the pledge cards be
fore the principal discovered that the pledge move
ment was tied to the school's Christian Fellowship 
Group. A clear violation of separation of church and 
state. The principal ruled that the pledge movement 
had to cease (National Review, Mar. 24, 1997). 

Sowlag aad •aping 
OA new law forbidding the sale of sexually ex

plicit magazines at U.S. military bases was struck 
down Jan. 22 by a federal judge in New York. Back
ers of the law - passed as part of the 1996 defense 

Memphis School 
of Preachin1 

a Two-year program 
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authorization bill - had argued that the discount 
pricing system at base exchanges put the government 
in the position of subsidizing materials that have the 
effect of undermining core military values of "honor, 
courage, and commitment." The law didn't prohibit 
military personnel from buying pornographic materi
als off base, but Judge Shira Scheindlin still found the 
provision unconstitutional, ruling that it violated 
"our cherished right to free speech" (WorldJ Feb. 1, 
1997). , .. ,,., , •.•.. ,,, 

OA group of religious leaders met with the gover
nor of Maryland and told him that the government 
- not the church - is primarily responsible for 
helping the poor. Religious leaders, they said, are 
overburdened with other programs and can assume 
no additional responsibilities -like feeding the hun
gry. 

GMaryland's secretary of state says there are 
185,083 individuals receiving welfare payments in 
that state. There are more than 5,000 places of wor
ship in Maryland. If every place of worship became 
responsible for just 3 7 individuals, the welfare roles 
in Maryland would be wiped clean. Bigger churches 
could do more. [The Klein Area Church of Christ in 
Houston distributes food to about 150 individuals 
every week- and it is a small congregation, number
wise, that is.] But if churches see the poor as a bur
den and the state as primarily responsible for help
ing, they are rejecting one of their fundamental man
dates and opportunities (Cal Thomas, Los Angeles 
Times). 

rear ,. Queer 
OThe bishops of the Church of the Province of 

Southern Africa (Anglican) have publicly apologized 
to homosexual .people who have been hurt by the 
"unacceptable prejudice" against gays and lesbians 
within the church. The bishops, meeting in a synod in 
Cape Town, said in a press statement released on 
Mar. 6: "As a church we have been responsible over 
the centuries for rejecting many people because of 
their sexual orientation. The harshness and hostility 
to homosexual people within our church are neither 
acceptable nor ••• in accord with our Lord's love of 
all people. We repent of this attitude and ask forgive
ness of many homosexual people who have been 
hurt, rejected and marginalised because of this deep 
seated prejudice." 

ODENVER- Bishops of the United Methodist 
Church are praying and talking with one another "in 



a new spirit of honesty and openness that is both 
painful and hopeful," according to a statement re
leased April12. The 250 word statement came days 
after the episcopal leaders expressed their "pain over 
the church's stance on homosexuality." 

GNEW YORK CllY- a prominent Methodist 
clergy-woman who recently announced that she is a 
lesbian has agreed - after coming under pressure 
within her church - to stop talking publicly about 
the issue of homosexuality •••• The General Confer
ence, a policy-making body that meets once every 
four years, will meet in Denver April16-26. Support
ers of a more liberal approach to homosexuality will 
make a major effort, as they did in 1992, to change 
church policy. 

CIANN ARBOR, Mich. - The role of gay, les
bian, bisexual and transgender Lutherans in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America was the 
topic of discussion when Lutheran Campus Ministry 
of Gay and Lesbian Persons in Church and Society, 
met at the University of Michigan, March 6-9. The 
purpose of the conference was to "provide an oppor
tunity in which the gifts of gay and lesbian people 
among us could be celebrated, could be made visible, 
but also that the burdens that they realistically face 
in our church could be faced." 

GLONDON - The head of Britain's Lesbian 
and Gay Christian Movement (LGCM), held a con
troversial celebration for its 20th anniversary in 
London's Southwark Cathedral, vowing to ensure 
that the issue of homosexuality is on the agenda of 
the next Lambeth Conference (the gathering of 
church leaders of the Anglican Communion World
wide) in 1998. The aim of the LGCM meeting was to 
secure the ordination in the Church of England of 
openly practicing homosexuals. Philip Hacking, 
chairman of a prominent evangelical group, Reform, 
warned against ordaining practicing gays. He told 
the Press Association news agency: "If we go further 
down this road, it will lead to a fragmentation of the 
Church of England." 

DFirm Foundation advises the saints to keep 
their eyes open. Homosexuals are on the march and 
will not rest until they have made their best effort to 
pervert your children. Most children have more 
sense than homosexuals, so we are not too worried. 

1Igb SciJool 
Cllliegal drug use among teens continues to rise, 

according to a government study released Dec. 19. 
Leading the way: a resurgence in the use of mari-

juana. Although the level of marijuana use is still be
low the record levels of the late '70s -when 70 per
cent of high school seniors said they used the drug
the gap is narrowing. Today, 36 percent of high 
school seniors say they have smoked marijuana, up 
from 22 percent just five years ago. Also tending up
ward: use of heroin, cocaine and amphetamine 
stimulants (World, Dec 28. 1996). 

PC llymns 

OChristianity Today ijuly 15) mentions the cre
ation of another new hymnal. An examination of this 
misguided undertaking reveals a commitment to re
conceive God in terms of democratic egalitarian ide
ology that rejects hierachy and patriarchy. God is 
only rarely depicted as Father, Lord, and Ruler and 
never as King and Master. Among the new designa
tions for God are the "All Inclusive One," "Great 
Spirit," "Architect Divine," "Womb of Life," and 
"Source of Being." More personal appellations in
clude "Mother," "Partner," and "Friend." 

Sing on ye joyful pilgrims. 

lady Promise ••epers 
GLast August 10 in Wichita, Kansas Heritage 

Keepers conducted its first conference. The event, 
registering 8,000 women, was held in the Central 
Community Church auditorium, which seats 3,000. 
(It appears that 5,000 women stood - not really, 
cause the 8,000 did not show up- the girls have 
more sense than their male complements.) Heritage 
Keepers was designed to teach women how to be 
godly to family, God, and community, says Bob 
Beckler, who created it along with his wife, Lori. "If 
the Lord wants it to go further, it will," Beckler said. 
Well, I guess he didn't. 

Meanwhile, Delores Tyler of Morristown, Ten
nessee, has organized four "Keys For Abundant Liv
ing: A Promise Keepers Counterpart" conferences. 
Meetings in Dallas, Birmingham, Nashville, and 
Little Rock drew about 1,000 women. 

Looks like the girls attempt to reproduce an 
emotional outburst like that of the Wlld and Crazy 
Guys fell on its face. Promise Keepers may not be far 
behind - you cannot fool all of the people all of the 
time, nor even most of the time. li: 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.blble·lnfonet.org/ 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: 
Please comment on the importance of evangelism 

in the church today. 
Answer: 

Some years ago I heard an older Gospel preacher 
say that after he retired he would like to do evange
lism. Remarkable! How sad that many "cannot see 
the forest for the trees." Have we become so 
professionalized that we no longer take the com
mand to "go into all the world" personally? Indeed, I 
am afraid that this symptom of non-evangelism 
among all Christians (not just elders and preachers) 
is a problem in many places. 

As one searches the riches of God's Word, the 
ideals of godliness and holiness along with the atti
tudes of servant-hood and obedience shine brightly 
as spiritual qualities for which all men should aspire. 
Christianity as a vibrant and active lifestyle really 
depends upon a well studied growth for its existence 
within the individual (2 Tun. 2: 15). Those who "hun
ger and thirst after righteousness" and who feed 
upon the "doctrine of Christ" are as steadfast as the 
cedars of Lebanon and flourish as the palm-tree (Psa. 
92:12). 

Evangelism Proper 
Are we genuinely committed to evangelism as an in
tegral part of living the Christian life? Those who are 
growing in the faith have no problem in recognizing 
the importance of teaching others about salvation. 
Neither do full-grown Christians wait on an orga
nized effort before they start teaching the lost. It just 
comes naturally. In fact, doing personal evangelism is 
the immediate by-product of true conversion to 
Christ. We are debtors to those who are lost because 
of our own salvation (Rom. 1:14). If we are thankful 
for salvation, we will be serious about telling others! 

Evangelism Pradlced 
The pattern book which provides both motivation 
and methodology for evangelism is the New Testa
ment. God's Word portrays for our twentieth cen
tury minds those first century men and women who 

28 ~~~ Found~fo: 

were committed to personal evangelism and in 
whose lives evangelism was exemplified. 

Paul, a converted persecutor of the church, was 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, realizing 
that it alone provided to Jews and Gentiles the only 
source of reconciliation and eternal salvation. 

Peter, the apostle who had denied his relationship 
to Christ three times, now by virtue of steady spiri
tual growth preached the first complete Gospel ser
mon. For the first time men and women were told 
why they should obey the Gospel and how they were 
to do it. . 

Lydia, a woman from Thyatira who was one of 
Paul's converts and who worked in Philippi selling 
purple dye, formed the nucleus of the congregation 
at Philippi, along with her friends. In fact, Paul and 
his companions made Lydia's house their headquar
ters before and after their stay in the Philippian jail. 

Philip, after being forced to leave Jerusalem be
cause of severe persecution, traveled some 36 miles 
to the city of Samaria where he preached Christ. Al
though prejudice existed in the minds of many Jews 
toward the Samaritans (and vice versa), Philip, con
strained by the love of God, went anyway and met 
with a great reception. 

In view of these examples of dedication to evan
gelism, each of us should realize that we, too, are 
debtors to our untaught friends and neighbors. It 
was to this end that Jesus came to "seek and save that 
which was lost" (Luke 19:10) which today is the mis
sion of every Christian worker (Mark 16:15-16). 

Director Southwest School of Bible Studies 
Southwest Church of Christ 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78748 

Creation Compromises 
by Bert Thompson Ph.D 

$10.95 plus shipping and handling 
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Directory -Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 

Firm Foundadon Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
Jprophet@republlc.net 

-England
Cambridge-South Cambridge Church of Christ, 
253 Coldhama Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of •oracles of God• 

-Alaska
Anchorage- 1800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (901) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (901) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AX (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
313-5583 

-Alabama
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 61. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 16 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892· 
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932· 
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. J. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumely Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

Hayward- East Bay Church of Christ, Exec· 
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, loc:al contact (510) 278-9592. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kin~~~~; Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy N on Altadena Dr. 
Vacaville- 401 Fir st.; 9s688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (107) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

Ca=~;~BRIST 
1320 South Church St., VISalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 132-5670. 

Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423 

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Ar~!llz ~~ 34265 

Clearwater- Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 
10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecant; :a;~ :.._ Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 

Gainesville- 39th. A;; Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of t-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-:4343 or 373-7277. ..... 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 
665-8060. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., '!'.e~ .• ~:30 p.m. 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). ..... 
Orlando-Wmter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(401) 651-0651, Tony Williams, youth minister. . . . . . 
Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (904) 455-1595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles'!'~~ '!f. Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. ..... 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (401) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). . . . . . 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Adanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest 
Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1651 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Churc:h of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. ..... 
Virginia- Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55192. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 1 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 141-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 

- Missouri - · 
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (411) 334 3866. 

Farmington-SunnyVt;.; Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (314) 156·5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nebraska-
Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. :.un. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@jano.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com • emaiL 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (102) 293-4019. Sun • 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
971-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton- Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 1 p.m (513) 274-6801. WestcrD Ohio 
Valley Firm FoiUUlaticm Lectureship. 

Dayton - Overlook • Ch~rch of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444 • ..... 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 818-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th,~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of0kl4hom~~ 
City School o(Biblk:al Studiu. (405) 732-1050 or 
739-0705. 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon
Gladstone- 2SS E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., c:all 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastem Pennsylvania Firm Fou
tlathm Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, ll 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foa
tllllicll Lectutabip. • • • • • 

Qosaviiic - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38551, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 1 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill, minister. ..... 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38U8. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet - The vnia8;; Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65- 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
1:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3914, 643-0589, 643-1021, 643-9404. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, •The Word of Ufe, • KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown - Cedar B;y;,~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
Burnet- Burnet Cb_;J. ~~Christ, Hwy. 281 S, 
m~~il Rt. 2 Box llF, 78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m., Darrell 
Debo, min.Homc of Central Texas Lectureship 
Denton - Pearl Str~t • Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Houston - Fleetw~d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (713) 429-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Ch~;ch ·of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

IClcin Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livinpton- UOl w:churc:h St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m; H,n~~ll Mitchell, minister. 
Lubbock -Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 190 AM radio. Tommy 
j. Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preac:hen. 

Redwater - Church ·of Ch;ist, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

We recommend 

Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke-ChurchofChris:,Rusk8cWalnut.Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preac:hen. (Services in Engliab and Spanish.) 

San Antonio - She~~d~ Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio -North;..;. ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

Sc:bcnz- Church of chri:t, SOl Schenz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Sc:henz Pkwy. exit off 1·35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia
Cbristiansburs Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg-~id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton- Hampto~ ·Cb~ of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcoc:k, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. ..... 
Max Meadows- Ft. ChisweU Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220,24360. ~mile S.l-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466. 

Sheridan - Northside • Church of ChriJt, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672·6110. 

• Sermons That Save by Robert R. Taylor Jr. ••••••••••••••••••••.••..•••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $7.95 

• Among the Scholars by David Hester •..•..•.••...•••.•••.......••.••••••••••...•••••••.•..••.••••••••••••••••••••••• $8.95 

• Creation Compromises by Bert Thompson ••••••••.••••••••••.••••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $10.95 
• Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals by William Woodson and J. E. Choate ••••••••••• $18.95 

• The Eternal Kingdom by F. W. Mattox ••••••••.••••.•••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $11.00 

• Change Agents and Churches of Christ by William Woodson .......................................... $8.95 

These ue exceDeat books to add to your owa Uhrary. They make wonderful gifts. 

Please send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling. 
Firm Foundation • R 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 • 1-800-572-3619 
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Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, 
Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77 430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be 
received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by 
the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted Conservative minister wanted to preach for the 
Oil City Church of Christ, Oil City, LA. Call J.R. 
Perkins at (318) 996-7450, or send email reply 
to jperkins@softdisk.c:om. Oil City Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 555, Oil City, LA 71061 

POWER Lcc:turcship Boob: Tb6 Two ~ 
(1996 uauresbip) $1S.OO. Th4 IMjor Ptophetl 
(1995) $15.00. Th6 Minor Propbell (1990) 
$12.00. The Providmu of God (1989) $15.00. 
Order &om Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping ac handling on lingle 
book orden. Multiple orden sent and billed. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
prices. For free list scad S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 
38340. We also buy religious boob and libraries. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Wht~te11er 
Ht~ppened to Hawn llnll Hellt (1994) - $17.50 
A Handbook. on Bible Traml4tiom (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbac:h Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230. 
2504, (210) 696·5532. 

The Church of Christ meeting at 2424 Norkenzie 
Rd, Eugene, OR 97408 is currendy searching for 
a full-time minister. Please mail r&um~ to: Attn. 
Elders at the above address. E-mail: 
qumran@efn.org Phone: (541) 687-9351, fax is 
the same. 

Currently looking for sound gospel preacher. Parables or Our Lord, reproducible Bible class 
Send r~um~ to Elders, Carriage Oaks Church of book for Junior High through Adult, is ready for 
Christ, 5661 Shed Rd., Bossier City, LA 71111. immediate delivery. Louis Rushmore, 4325 

Full-time minister wanted for small congregation 
of about 60. Salary, house, and utilities provided. 
Send rlsumi to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 269, 
Elba AL 36323 

Central California congregation in Bakersfield is 
seeking full-time minister who is committed to 
personal work and growth. Must be doctrinally 
sound and energetic:; experience desired. 
Compensation negotiable. Congregation of 130 
bas large, modern facility. Please send audio and 
video-taped sermons and personal references 
from c:hurc:hes to Elders, Oildale Church of Christ, 
2912 N. Chester, Bakersfield, CA 93308, or c:all 
Larry Mixon (805) 327-2054 8:00 am. to 5:00 
p.m. Pacific: Standard Time. 

Congregation of 30-40 members seeks a man to 
preach be truth of God's Word, and help us 
evangelize the Mexico, Missouri area. Position 
is currendy open. Mexico bas 11,000+ people 
who need to learn about God's salvation Send 
r~um~ and video/audio tape to Olive Street c:hurc:h 
of Christ, 420 N. Olive, Mexico, MO 65265. 
Call Wesley at (573) 581-5958 or 
wlsnyder@vaxl.rainis.net or Larry at (573) 581-
8771 or ldnossaman@vax2.rainis.net for more 
information. 

Church of Christ in Kalispell. Montana, seeks an 
experienced preacher. Minimum of ten yean fuU
time experience. Our congregation size is 225 to 
250 people. Modem building with Sunday class 
facllities. Preacher residence is provided. Beautiful 
area with small-town atmosphere. Married family 
man prefened. Send complete r~um~ and video 
tape of a recent lesson. Call (406) 752-8260 or 
(406) 257·5649 for more information, evenings 
only. 

Congregation of 180 members is seeking a 
biblic:ally sound conservative evangelist committed 
to personal work and growth, able to relate to 
all age groups. Salary will be based on experience 
and education. Send r&umi and audio-video 
taped sermons to Elders, Washington St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 377, St. Albans, WV 25177. 
Call (304) 727-8175 anytime. Evenings (304) 
155-4564 or (304) 768-4658. 

"Seek and Ye Shall Find" 
The best opportunity rve found in so years 

to cam money and enjoy my work. 
Perhaps you can also. Let's talk about iL 

Call free 1-800-708-6237. 

Rural church needs preacher well grounded in Southeast Drive, Steubenville, Ohio 43952·3353, 
the truth. Age 45 up. Congregation of 70-80 (614) 266-2669 or rushmorc@weir.nct. Orden 
members. 3-BR home, utilities paid. 12 miles· wil be invoiced $10 plus $1 shipping. 
cast of Camden, AR. Call Roland Nichols (501) 
574·2235 or Bob McClendon (501) 574·0707. 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of 
Christ, 11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or 
phone (303) 841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

Minister wanted: Country congregation of 35 
members, seeking a sound, experienced minister. 
Home, utilities and partial support provided. 
Contact Johnny Jordan (601) 267·9554 or Larry 
Newsom (601) 289-3945, Nile Church of Christ, 
RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, Mississippi 39051. 

Minister needed: Congregation of 80 in SE Texas 
Panhandle. Established c:hurc:h; all ages; town of 
1750. Comp. inc:. salary and 3-BR house. Send 
r~um~ to Church of Christ, Box 247, Paducah, 
TX 79248. Call Randall Ryan (days) (806) 492· 
2009. (nights) (806) 492-2240. Fax (806) 492· 
3698. Email bgfell@juno.c:om 

Retired conservative preacher needed for 
congregation of approx. 25. Call or write: Ed 
Spomer, P.O. Box 5665, Cheyenne WY 82003. 
(307) 634-3027 

Family Ufe Minister wanted: Congregation of 450 
memben in South Georgia, very active in World 
Missions, and loc:al church program seeks a man ... 
to work in a multiple role with our Family Life 
Groups, Young Singles, and Youth. Must be a 
self-starter, and sound in the Faith. Salary 
negotiable. Send r~sum~, references, and video 
or audio tape to elders, Forrest Park Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 2331, Valdosta, Georgia 31604. 

Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send r~um6 and 
video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and iatro 
of family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 
Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667· 
6708. 

For Sale 
•sack to the Bible• Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8 lesson course. Publh.hed by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1·800·551-8571 for 
details. 

Miscellaneous 
Attention School of Preaching Graduates! Earn 
your bachelor's degree without leaving your 
present ministry. No tuition! J.J. Turner, Director, 
Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. 
Lamar St., Denver, CO 80227, (800) 766-4641 

Thinking about attending a school of prcachiDgl 
Call toll-free 1·800·805·7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic: c:atalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will btl gW 1011 did. 

Studend Moving to Atlantal Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

The Southside Church of Christ in Lubbock. 
Texas, is making Ocmloa Brewer. oac of ita 
ministcn, available to coagrcaadoDJ for 
meetings. interim preaching. or coaduc:dng 
the following workshops: 

1.Joumcying with 1boae who Grieve 
2. Growing a Local Congregation 
3. Making Worship Mcanlngful 
4. Holding Succcuful Home Bible SIUdia 
S. Understanding Angell 

6. The Godhead: Roles aDd FuncdoDJ 
?.Before the I Do: Roles of Husband 

and Wife 

Brother Brewer brings over 40 yean cxpcdcDI:c 
- as preacher, missiCNW)', aa4 elder - to 
his task. We, the elden ll Southside. bcllove 
he lw the wisdom to bclp with problems 
that develop in local congregatlolll. 

TM only COli 10 your consrwsatlon II 
broiMr Brewer'1 eJqMn~U. 

Pleaso c:ai1 
Gordon Brewer, (806) 7~M 

Tbe elden ll Southside: 
Malcolm Yo1m1 (806) DJ-2640 

Dale Stoae (806) 842-3422. 
Penooal refereax:ca: 

Tommy Bleb (806) 7J8-10U 
B. A. (Buster) Dobt. (281) «tf-3102 
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Second Annual Great Smoky Mountain 
Finn Foundation Lectures 

August 3-6, 1997 

Godly living in an Ungodly World 
Sunday,August3 

900 a.m ••..•••••••••••••.••..•••••••.••••••• The Man God Hates ....................................... Eddie Whitten 
10:00 a.m ..................................... Lest Any Man Spoil You ................................... Curtis Cates 

••..........••••..................•• Congregational Meal 
5:30 p.m ..................................... Congregational singing 
6:00 p.m ..................................... Be Holy in Conduct ......................................... John Daniela 

Monday, August 4 
9:00 a.m ..................................... Idolatry ................................................................ Cordell Lee 

1 0:00a.m ..................................... Drunkenness and Reveling ........................... Steven Harris 
11 :00 a.m ••••••••.••••.•...................•.• Hatred ......................................................... Clayton Winters 
1 :30 p.m ..................................... Gambling ......................................................... Joe Galloway 
2:30 p.m ..................................... Jealousies and Envyings ................................. Charles Huff 
6:30 p.m ..................................... Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ••••••••...•••.....•........•...•..•. Euthanasia ..................................................... Jim Dearman 
8:00 p.m ..................................... What Makes an Infidel? .................................... Joe Gilmore 

Tuesday, August 5 
9:00 a.m ••••••••••••••...............••...••• Witchcraft ......................................................... Bob Prichard 

1 0:00a.m ..................................... Seditions and Heresies ................................ Steve Wiggins 
11 :00 a.m ..................................... Rlthy Communications ................................. Clifford Newell 
1 :30 p.m ..................................... Lying ................................................................. Steven Laws 
2:30 p.m ..................................... Adultery and Fornication ........................................ Brad Poe 
6:30 p.m ..................................... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m •••••••.....••.•....•••............•• Homosexuality .......................................... James Meadows 
8:00 p.m ..................................... What Is the Composition of Man? •••••.•.•.••••••• Bobby Liddell 

Wednesday, August 6 
9:00 a.m ..................................... Strife •.••..•.••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••....••.••••••••••••• Oscar Craft 

1 0:00 a.m •••••••••••.••••••••.••••.........•.• Wrath and Murders .............................................. Tom Miller 
11 :00 a.m •••.•....•.....••.................•.• A Road to Hell ............................................... Benny Burnes 
1 :30 p.m .•••••••.•....•..................•... Modest Apparel ................................................. Steve Miller 
2:30 p.m ..................................... Uncleanness and Lasciviousness ..................... Ed Howard 
6:30 p.m ..................................... Congregational singing 
7:00 p.m .••••••.•••••.••.••••.•.•••.•.•.•...• Abortion •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• Paul Saln 
8:00 p.m ..................................... Be Not Deceived ................................ H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
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The lntrodudion of the Sermon 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

It may not be fair, but in this day when preachers 
compete with media soundbites polished by 
professionals to capture and keep attention, 

hearers decide within the sermon's first three minutes 
whether to "switch channels" or whether they are 
interested in anything else that the preacher has to say. 
Preachers who want to be heard, and who care 
whether they are heard, will spend the time necessary 
to prepare an introduction that captures the hearers. 

The purpose of the introduction is to create in
terest in the theme, prepare the hearers for what fol
lows, and give the hearers a reason to listen to what 
the preacher has to say. In short, the introduction 
welds a connection between the text, the theme, the 
preacher, the hearers, and the occasion. It should 
convey a sense of urgency. It should persuade the 
hearers that what they are about to hear is crucial for 
their lives, now and forever. It should communicate a 
conviction based upon a "thus saith the Lord." Like a 
camera lens, it should exclude everything from the 
picture except that on which it is focused - the 
theme. But how is this accomplished? 

The first secret is careful preparation. A survey 
of top speakers revealed that the introduction of 
their presentations was the part most immutable, of
ten written out, and all but memorized. As strange as 
it may seem, the sermon's introduction, although 
spoken first, is prepared near the last. It is the theme 
(which is prepared first, see, Firm Foundation, Oct. 
1996), and not the introduction, that controls the 
sermon's direction. At least the main points that sup-

port the theme should be prepared before the intro
duction; otherwise, there is nothing to introduce. 

Introductions should vary in form to avoid jaded 
hearers. The introduction's form may be as diverse 
as a surprising statement, a provocative question, an 
apropos quotation, or a vivid word picture. The 
introduction's content may recite a personal incident 
that relates to the text (done with care to avoid intro
ducing the preacher instead of the subject), recount a 
real life story that illustrates the text or theme, relate 
a biblical story with a "you are there" approach, de
scribe a contemporary problem and suggest that the 
text is the solution to that problem, repeat a current 
attention-getting news story that illustrates the 
theme or the problem to which the theme is ad
dressed, or any number of others. Both the intro
duction's form and content may be dictated by the 
theme. One common, but difficult type of introduc
tion is the use of humor. Not only is humor difficult 
to handle well, it frequently has no relation, or only a 
forced relation, to the theme. Even more dangerous, 
not all of the hearers may see the humor. 

The opening sentence should be addressed to the 
mind. The hearer should mentally respond, "That 
sounds interesting." If the response is, "Ho-hum" or 
"So what?" the hearers are lost. The lead-in sentence 
in a newspaper article determines if it will be read; 
the lead-in sentence in a sermon determines if it will 
be heard. 

The development of the introduction should be 
addressed to the heart. This is most critical; this is 

(c01rtinued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Stranger Than Fidion 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

What you are about to read is dreadful. 
It sounds a warning. Please stay with 
me as this preposterous story unfolds. 

Nine years ago [1988] in Nashville, at the 
Belmont Church 1, a man named Don Fin to re
turned from a sabbatical with the startling claim 
that out in the desert God appointed him to be 
an apostle with worldwide authority.2 Finto dis
missed the elders of the congregation and made 
himself the sole ruler of that body. 

A tape recording was made of that strange service. Max 
Lucado was in the auditorium. The tape was transcribed and you 
are about to read some of the cockeyed things recorded on the 
tape. 

Don Finto said: "I'm just going to say to you again, It's hot. 
Our air conditioner is broken." He said the service would never
theless continue and the people must not complain. Finto blamed 
the air conditioner problem on the devil, saying, "This is an attack 
of Satan, however he came." 

Then Don Finto said: "Max (Lucado), I don't want to elllbar
rass you, but I was just thinking ... as we were talking a moment 
ago ... I am so grateful for your books ... for your writi~gs . I've 
read before these people a lot of things you've written. God is in 
you, brother, and his writings are. This is the brother who wrote .. . 
(long pause .. . tell me the names of them), God Came Near, ... uh 
.. . On the Anvil, No Wonder They Call Him Savior. Those book 
titles may not mean a lot to you, but you've heard some of 'em 
cause I've read you some of it. And the Lord's working in him and 
Denalin and in their family. Their .. . uh ... I went to school with 
Denalin's mom, Romadean. And ... uh ... uh ... just have been de
lighted. They were missionaries in Brazil for awhile. And now they 
are back in this country in the San Antonio area, but I'm just grate
ful for them. 

"Rusty, go ahead and bring that word. And let's just hear -
wherever you are. Just bring that word. That you perceive the 
Lord to be saaa - bringing. And let's just ... winna ... winna a 
word comes like this, we judge it, and so let's just hear what this is. 
I think Rusty had no idea what I was about to say, and let's just 
hear from him ... and ... and .. . and try to open our hearts to the 
Lord." 

Rusty said, "Uh, if you could first pray for me, because ... ah ... 
you know .. . the tongue is his, not mine. And, uh, and when the 



spirit of prophecy comes upon me I have to step back and let the 
Holy Spirit worketh [sic] in me. So if you could just extend your 
faith towards me and just ask God for his perfect word to rise up 
in me (voice, We do). And to come out of me today for the (voice, 
Yeah) with the strength and the boldness and without the quivers 
going on ... (this first time I've done something like this). Ah ... but 
I've done it for many, many years in private, so, ah, d'you all wanta 
hear a word from the Lord today? (voice, Yeah). Ya need a word 
from the Lord today? (voice, Yeah). That's what he's been telling 
me, too. So, if, uh, first of all he told me, Now, Frank, for the Lord 
- to receive your word - we have to be comfortable. I said, 
Would you make the temperature go down about five degrees in 
the auditorium (voice, Thank God ... just came on). Just came on? 
(voice, Yeah). See what I'm saying ... So the Lord's conformation. 
The Lord also says ... that, uh, that, uh, he is good about some 
things like that, 'but I've been holding the heat for a reason.' 

"Could you just close your eyes just for a second and help me 
out. 0-uh- God -those who have spiritual tongues go ahead 
and speak forth in them. Let's worship the Lord. Go to his throne 
because his perfect word comes down from his throne. It flows 
over the edge of the rivers of living water. Flows down ... down 
into our lives and into our spirits. Many times we have to ascend 
into heaven to receive the very word of the Lord. And it's hard for 
us to open up with our eyes around us, and see the things going on 
around us, to recei1e the word of the Lord. Let's just worship. 
Confess out loud. Let's just pray in the spirit right now." 

Kalla rna sone, da fa kooka shones. It kin da ta key Ia shone da 
Ia kene (his voice becomes hoarse and is reduced to an indistin
guishable whisper). Bear fose sone ta wentta lone (voice trails 
off into a whisper again). Da Iotta tongue de cush-a-wong do 
so coo toe. Ah shon da ba sha dees •.. 0, Lord, your good .•. 
Gash a Ia mon sewer. El ah rna she sa (more whispering). Fa kon 
a Ia rna dorman begetta see de so lawsuit ... 3 

"0, Lord, 0, Lord ... Lord ... come ... into ... and reside, right 
now. You withhold nothing. You tell us that you withhold nothing. 
Freely receive this morning. We freely receive. We need your 
word, Father. We are as dry and thirsty as the land around us 
(voice, Right). We need to feel your hand upon us. We need to feel 
the finger that you carved the ten commandments out of in stone 
- burning down inside of us. Ahhh ... following your comforting 
word ... we needa a gentle word ... We need the word we can crawl 
up into your lap and say, ~ it is good. It's good to be with you. It's 
good to be with ya. It's good to be with ya.' (Long pause.) Thank 
you, Father. Thank ya fer turnin' the air conditioner on. Thank ya 
for answerin' our prayers and cooling down. Now, we can readily 
receive your word, Father. Father forgive us of any murmuring 
(Voice, that's right), and grumblin', which you hate (voice, Amen). 
Kept the Israelites in the wilderness forty years 'cause they did 
that. And we will not murmur this morning. We will not grumble at 
the things ... things . . . that are happening around us. The heat 
(voice, That's right). The repositioning of men. Father, it is your 
will. It is your hand. We said yes. And your doing it. Gotta see it 
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from your perspective - not ours. And so the Lord 
says, I am doing a good thing. The Lord said, I've had 
my hand upon this church for many, many years. 0, 
many, many years. I've brought thee through suffer
ing. I've brought thee through persecution. I've 
brought thee through changes. I've brought thee 
through reorganization. I've brought thee through 
the very depths of hell many times. But I was faithful. 
And I was there. And many times in your room - in 
your prayer closets - in cars and buildings - you 
said, 'Where is the hand of the Lord? Where is he?' 
The Lord said, 'I was faithful. In order for you to re
ceive more, I have to test you to see how much you 
love me and how much you will be obedient to me. 
You will not escape that because I have taught my 
own to do that. It is training from me. I send the rains 
and I tell the rains to stop. I told the rains to stop. In 
purification, I raised the heat.'" 

The tape ends with some meaningless and worth
less "prophecies" by Rusty. 

The giddy and the gullible bought into it. The 
Belmont church became Pinto's church and ceased 

to be known as a Church of Christ. He gathered left
over hippies, street people, the cynical, the cranky, 
the kooky, the amused, the wrong-headed, and the 
unseeing. The building was once again full - full of 
people, full of frivolity, full of nonsense. It rocked 
along, but most thought it was too irregular to be 
taken seriously. 

Now, fast-forward to April 22, 1997. The scene: 
A Nashville Hotel banquet room. The purpose: To 
get Nashville ready of the 1997 Jubilee. The chair
man of the meeting: Rubel Shelly, preacher for the 
Woodmont Hills Church in Nashville. The speaker: 
Max Lucado, preacher for the Oak Hills Church in 
San Antonio. An honored guest: Don Finto, preacher 
for the Belmont Church in Nashville. 

We would have thought Don Finto far too aber
rant to be taken seriously by Lucado and Shelly, but 
both these men endorsed Finto that day. (This pro
gram was recorded and the words of approval and 
praise for the apostate Don Finto preserved.) 

Rubel Shelly, who has a doctorate from Vander
bilt, asked Don Finto to bless the food - not that 

Did you wait too late for a singing school in 1997? The dates are filling up fast! 
. 

Schedule NOW for 1998. Please hurr)!~ 
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-"Singing with G .. ace"-
taught for 3 evenings (Sun.-Tues.) by 

Burt Jones 

j, Learn to 
J, Read music 
J, Lead singing 
J, Sight read easily 
J, Increase enthusiasm 

for congregational singing 

), "I have conducted approximately 900 singing schools throughout the brother-
hood. Brother Burt Jones does an outstanding job with his 'Singing with Grace' Burt Jones 
singing schools. He is the only man I know that does this on a full-time basis as Song leader, song writer for 40 years 
a mission work. He has both the experience and the credentials. Your congre- B.S. Music Education 
galion would be well served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at Gospel Preacher 
your earliest convenience." - Ralph Casey, song leader, Georgia Instructor, West Virginia School of Preaching 

j, "We had Burt Jones visit our congregation Initially to assist us In our congregational singing. We have asked him back to conduct both 
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Finto would ask God to bless the food, but that Finto 
would bless it (Shelly made this statement three 
times). The speaker of the hour, Max Lucado, in his 
introduction, said, "Don Fin to is my hero." So, there 
you have Shelly, Lucado, and Finto - birds of a 
feather flocking together. These men - Shelly and 
Lucado - are either as much of a goose as Finto, or 
they are laughing in their sleeves. I cannot tell which. 
In either case, it is inexcusable. 

Sleeping giant! Awake! Arise! 

1The Belmont Church of Christ is one of the oldest in Nashville. 
According to a book written by Paul D. Phillips, former Professor at 
David Lipscomb University, the Belmont Church is no longer to be 
considered a church of Christ. He wrote: "The major battles with 
Church of Christ traditionalism all ended in victory for the Charismatic 
crusaders led by the Spirit-energized Don Finto. Many, but not all, of 
the old traditions went to the scrap heap. The preeminence of the 
church gave way to the preeminence of Jesus Christ." Phillips speaks of 
how "[T]he rebels at Belmont trampled on one sacred tradition after 
another. In violation of the apostolic injunction to be quiet (sic), sisters 
frequently shared their testimonies in the public assemblies and even 
prayed audibly. Communion was served ... at special events on week 
days ••• [A] profession of internal conflicts emerged over matters of 
doctrine, faith, and tradition. The name of the church, hand clapping at 
the assemblies, the role of women, spiritual gifts, and instrumental 
music were among the most divisive." Phillips speaks of how "The issue 
of spiritual gifts, especially speaking in tongues, would further split the 
Belmont Church." He tells of how Amy Grant sang one Sunday evening 
with the accompaniment of her guitar," and of how this caused "the 
elders by majority vote" to read the statement that "anyone who felt led 
to share in an assembly with an instrument would not be denied on the 
basis of the instrument alone, but the offering of Psalm or hymn would 
be judged as any other statement of worship." He continues, "Perhaps, 
no one could foresee that within a decade choir-led congregational 
singing would be accompanied by a band to the beat of ear-splitting 
drums. The fight was over, and those opposed to instrumental music in 
the worship (including two of the elders) felt compelled to leave for 
conscience sake." Phillips says that the Belmont Church could no 
longer be identified as a Church of Christ. It should be noted that Phil
lips' history· of the Belmont Church is written from the viewpoint of 
one who is sympathetic with the innovations and supportive of the de
partures. He continues to be a member of Belmont and gives full en
dorsement to Don Finto. 

ZJn announcing his claim to be an apostle of Jesus, Finto said, "We 
began to realize that there were many apostles in the New Testament 
other than the twelve. Silas, Timothy, Andronicus, Junias, and others 
were called apostles." Barnabas is called an apostle in Acts 14:14, but 
he was not one of the twelve. He was, apparently, an apostle of the 
church at Antioch in Syria. The word "apostle" means "one sent." 
Barnabas was sent out by Antioch, but not called and appointed as an 
apostle of Jesus. Finto would be hard pressed to prove that any of the 
others he mentions were apostles of any kind. The twelve apostles of 
Jesus were chosen before the resurrection of jesus to receive, report, 
and confirm the revealed word and give witness to the fact of the resur
rection Oohn 16:13; Mark 16:20-21; Acts 10:39-42). In selecting a 
replacement for Judas, Peter said, "Of the men therefore that have 
companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and went 
out among us, beginning from the baptism of John, unto the day that he 
was received up from us, of these must one become a witness with us of 
his resurrection" (Acts 1:21-22). Paul was an exception and says of 
himself that he "was as one born out of due season." The twelve 

apostles were witnesses of the resurrection and Paul had to see Christ in 
his glory - the risen Christ - to qualify. Paul wrote, "And last of all ... 
he Uesus] appeared also unto me (1 Cor. 15:8). jesus appeared to Paul 
"last of all." Therefore he did not appear to Don Fin to at all - at least 
not in the sense he appeared to Paul. Finto needs to take note that the 
New Testament mentions "false apostles" (2 Cor. 11: 13), and that 
jesus commended the church at Ephesus because they could "not bear 
evil men, and didst try them that call themselves apostles, and they are 
not, and didst find them false" (Rev. 2:2). The holy city Jerusalem 
(heaven) is described as having "twelve foundations, and on them 
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb" (Rev. 21:14). Sorry, 
but there is not room for Don Pinto's name on the foundations of that 
great city. The church is "built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ jesus himself being the chief corner stone" (Eph. 
2:20). Finto's claim to be an apostle is presumptuous, arrogant, and 
false. Some say, on not too good authority, the alleged apparition in the 
desert claimed by Finto took place near Roswell, New Mexico, and 
involved creatures with huge eye sockets, pea-green in color, and with 
antennae protruding from their skulls. When they spoke it sounded 
like, "Ga da fa ka sock ah mock ah." Fin to thought God was speaking 
to him. 

3This was taken from the tape and spelled phonetically because the 
words are not a part of any known language, unless it is the language of 
an illiterate baby - cooing and gurgling. The scripture says that if there 
is no interpreter, it is unlawful to speak in a tongue 1 Cor. 14:27-28. 
The jabber of Rusty was not interpreted. No reasonable person would 
claim the words of Rusty on that fateful day in 1988 edified anybody. 
How could they? Please see 1 Corinthians 14:2-20. 

P. 0. Box 690192, 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

New from the Firm Foundation/ 

A Critical Review of 
The Peaceable Kingdom 

by Wayne Coats 

The Peaceable Kingdom, by Carroll Osburn, Is an lnurbane 
book. Osburn, a professor of Bible at Abilene Christian Uni
versity, attempts to discredit the restoration appeal and 
mlsallgn the church. His teaching is dangerous and damning. 

Wayne Coats of Mt. Juliet, Tennessee has done a master
ful job of answering the Osburn book and effectively pin
pointing Its fallacies. It Is not necessary for every member of 
the church to have Osburn's book, but It Is advisable for all 
to read Coats answer to it. 

Brother Coats takes up the Osburn misadventure chapter 
by chapter and exposes Its teaching to the light of Bible truth. 
When Osburn's ideas are examined by sound doctrine, they 
fade like a cut flower. With withering commonsense Coats 
takes up each false notion presented in Osburn's little volume 
and gives an unanswerable answer. 

A perusal of the Coats book will make you aware of the lib
eral position and what is wrong with it. At the same time It will 
enhance your love of the Bible and appreciation of everlast
Ing truth. 

-$6.95 plus shipping and handling-
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What Is Preaching? 
(continued from page 1) 

the primary point of failure. Failure here results in 
preaching just on a subject, rather than to living, feel
ing, needy people. 

The transition from the introduction to the body 
stirs curiosity by promising something. For example, 
if the opening sentence is a surprising question, the 
transition promises an answer; if it states a problem, 
it promises a solution. The sermon must deliver 
whatever the transition promises, or the preacher 
loses credibility. The way some sermons begin, the 
hearers expect the preacher to descend from the pul
pit with tables of stone. At the very least they expect 
lightning to flash and thunder to roll. If the sermon 
doesn't deliver, or if the introduction doesn't relate 
to the sermon, the sermon is like a dud firecracker
all spew and no pop! 

The introduction should never belittle the hear
ers. The preacher owes the hearers, not vice versa. If 
the introduction puts down the hearers, expresses 
anger (either real or perceived) toward them, or oth
erwise demeans them, the preacher would do better 
to keep both his seat and his peace. 

The introduction should not be trite, hackneyed, 
abstract, complex, or technical. The introduction 
should not focus on the theme by the process of elimi
nation. For example, the introduction should not in
volve the reading of a lengthy passage, provide a long 
and tedious discussion of the passage, only to be fol
lowed by, "But I don't want to discuss that. I want to 
focus your attention on three words in the fifth verse., 
That type of introduction signals that the larger pas
sage has little or nothing to do with the theme. Even if 
it got the hearers attention (not likely), it will as 
quickly be lost when the sermon shifts gears. 

The presentation of the introduction begins be
fore a word is spoken. Appropriate silence is to the 
sermon what "white space" is to the written word -
it catches the attention of the hearer or reader. When 
you step into the pulpit, you should take a moment to 
permit the congregation to put down their hymnals, 
pick up their Bibles, adjust their bodies, and focus 
their eyes on you. Then, looking your hearers in the 
eye, present a well-prepared introduction. In only 
about three minutes, you will be well on the road to a 
successful sermon. 

6 August 1997 
Firm Foundation 

10880 Memorial Dr., Houston, TX 77024 
1 02343.174@compuserve.com 

II: 

15th Annual 
Mid-West Lectures 

September 21-25,1997 

God the Holy Spirit 

Sunday, September 21 
9:30 a.m ••••••• The Spirit Speaketh ..................... Randy Watson 

10:30 a.m ....... Bom of Water and of the Spirit .... Charles Coats 
6:00p.m ....... Calvinism and the Holy Spirit ............. Ron Cosby 
7:00p.m ....... The Gifts of the Holy Spirit ............ Perry Cotham 

Monday, September 22 
9:30a.m ....... The Holy Spirit and Jesus ........... Paul Meacham 

1 0:30 a.m ••••••• The Holy Spirit and Inspiration 
..................................................... Steve Harbison 

12:30 p.m ••••••• Jehovah's Witnesses 
and the Spirit ............................. Eugene Jenkins 

1 :30 p.m ••••••• That Which Is Perfect ..................... Ted Thrasher 
2:30 p.m ....... By One Spirit Are We All Baptized 

Into One Body ................................ Paul Curless 
7:00 p.m ....... The Sword of the Spirit ................. Robert Taylor 
8:00 p.m ....... The Holy Spirit and Conversion 

................................................... Richard Massey 

Tuesday, September 23 
9:30 a.m ....... Sealed with the Holy Spirit ........... Max Patterson 

1 0:30 p.m ....... The Holy Spirit and Prayer ............ Robert Taylor 
12:30 p.m ....... United Pentecostalism 

and the Spirit ............................ Don Deffenbaugh 
1:30 p.m ....... The Baptism of the Holy Spirit ........ Larry Yarber 
2:30 p.m ....... The Fruit of the Spirit .......................... Bill Goring 
7:00 p.m ....... Calvinism, the Spirit and the Church 

........................................................... Robin Haley 
8:00p.m ....... Do Miracles Occur Today? .............. Toney Smith 

Wednesday, September 24 
9:30a.m. The Temple of the Holy Spirit 

.................................................. James Meadows 
1 0:30a.m ....... The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit 

....................................................... Jack Williams 
12:30 p.m ....... Ye Have an Unction 

from the Holy One ............................. Jay Yeager 
2:30p.m ....... The Unity of the Spirit .................... Jim O'Connor 
7:00 p.m ....... Sins Against the Holy Spirit ............... Andy Kizer 
8:00p.m ....... Speaking In Tongues ................... Michael Wyatt 

1bursday, September 25 
9:30 a.m ....... The Holy Spirit and the Apostles 

...................................................... Wayne Brewer 
10:30 a.m ....... The Work of the Holy Spirit 

In the New Testament ............... Don Underwood 
12:30 p.m ....... The Holy Spirit on Pentecost ............. Andy Kizer 
1 :30 p.m ....... Led by the Spirit of God ........... Chuck Northrop 
2:30 p.m ....... The Work of the Holy Spirit 

In the Old Testament ..................... Jim O'Connor 
7:00 p.m ....... Who Is the Holy Spirit? ............ James Meadows 
8:00 p.m ....... The Spirit and the Bride Say, Come 

........................................................ Perry Cotham 

39th Street Church of Christ 
15331 East 39th Street 

Independence, Missourl64055 
(816) 373-4946 or 478-0266 • email Jhwllliams@juno.com 



Appearance and Reality 
By Shan Jackson 

When Shishak, king of Egypt, carried away 
the treasures of the temple and the shields 
of pure gold which Solomon had made, 

Rehoboam made brass shields to take their place. He 
could no longer display the glittering shields of gold 
on state occasions, but he wanted to seem royal any
way. So he practiced a sort of deception upon himself 
and upon others. He kept up the appearance of state 
by causing the armor-bearers to carry before him 
cheap brazen shields. This concept, keeping up ap
pearances, is a species of hypocrisy. Often there is a 
great difference between appearance and reality. It is 
a caution we would all do well to heed, that which 
was uttered by Jesus when he said: "Judge not ac
cording to appearance." 

I am not sure who said it, and I am not sure they 
would admit it, but someone once said, "Seeing is 
believing." Howevelj seeing is deceiving would be 
closer the mark. We are deceived almost as often, 
perhaps quite as often as not by what we see. The 
more we reflect upon these words the more truth we 
find within them. All that glitters is not gold. All 
bright shields are not golden. Judge not according to 
appearance. 

This is a good exhortation for us to heed in our 
contact with the natural world. Often in nature see
ing is deceiving. We look at the sun and it seems infi
nitely smaller than our earthly home. We look at the 
landscape and just past the horizon the sky seems to 
touch the ground. The earth seems to have a flat sur
face. It seems to be stationary. The sun seems to rise 
in the morning and set in the evening in all these 
cases is exactly the reverse of the appearance. 

Seeing is deceiving. 
This is a good exhortation for us to heed in our 

estimation of the wisdom of men. There are many 
people who want to seem wiser than they are. Arm
chair scholars abound. Rehoboam could not produce 
the real thing. He wanted to appear to be something 
he was not. His wisdom is seen as folly. 

This is a good exhortation for us to heed in our 
estimation of the happiness of those who live wick
edly. Judge not according to appearance. Do not mis
take brass for gold. 

This is a good exhortation for us to heed in esti
mating man's success or failure in life. Do not mis
take brass for gold. Many have fallen during the 
battle of life. Our great God sees beyond the tan
gible. 

This is a good exhortation for us to heed in 
forming an estimation of a man's character. There is 
a Latin phrase, sine cera that is literally translated 
"without wax." It seems that when ancient furni
ture was made it was cut from solid wood. How
ever, if the wood had a wormhole or a crack in it 
the craftsman would fill the spot with wax so that it 
gave the appearance of soundness. As in wood, so 
in man. Soundness of character must be sine cera, 
without wax. Our word "sincere" takes its root 
from this Latin phrase. Human character must be 
sound on the surface and to the core. It must show 
sincerity, for sincerity is the source of strength of 
character. How many beautifully waxed characters 
break under life's stress and strain? Hypocrisy is 
the opposite of sincerity. Judge not according to ap
pearance. A hypocrite is a play-actor who hides be
hind a brass shield and makes us think he is carry
ing one of gold. 

P.O. Box 904 
Palacios, TX 71465-0904 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,600-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Emanuel B. Daugherty 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P. 0. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041·0785 

(304) 845·8001 
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Secular Humanism 
By Bill lockwood · 

H umanism is not a reference to humanitarian 
treatment of persons and/or animals. It is 
regrettably the current predominant phi

losophy of American educational life and the demo
niacal religion sponsored and enforced by the gov-
ernment. 

Humanism: a Religion 
In 1961 the U.S. Supreme Court cited humanism as a 
religion in the case of Torcaso v. Watkins. "Roy 
Torcaso, a humanist living in Maryland, had refused 
to declare his belief in Almighty God, which was re
quired by state law for him to be commissioned as a 
notary public. The Court ruled that requirement for 
such an oath "invades appellant's freedom of belief 
and religion" (AFA Journal, March '91, p. 6). Espe
cially noteworthy was the footnote appended to the 
legal decision: "Among religions in this country 
which do not teach what would generally be consid
ered a belief in God are Buddhism, Taoism, Ethical 
Culture, secular humanism, and others." 

The Humanist Manifestos I and II continually 
assert that the signers are seeking to propagate a reli
gion to replace the "outmoded" faith in God and "be
lief in the Bible" idea. 

Its Tenets 
Based upon the nonsensical notion that mankind 
needs a new vision for a new age, the mawkish 
Manifestos (1933, 1973) stated: 

Religious humanists regard the universe as 
self-existing and not created. 

Humanism recognizes that man's religious cul
ture and civilization are the product of a gradual de
velopment ... 

Humanism asserts that the nature of the universe 
depicted by modern science makes unacceptable any 
supernatural ... guarantees of human values. 

Salvationism ••• appears as harmful, diverting 
people with false hopes of heaven hereafter. Reason
able minds look to other means for survival. 

We believe ••• that traditional dogmatic or au
thoritative religions that place revelation, God, 
ritual, or creed above human needs and experience 
do a disservice to the human species .... We find in
sufficient evidence for belief in the existence of a su-
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pernatural being. As non-theists, we begin with hu
mans, not God, nature not deity. 

Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal 
damnation are both illusory and harmful. 

Science affirms that the human species is an 
emergence from natural evolutionary forces. 

Ethics is autonomous and situational, needing 
not theological or ideological sanction. 

The many varieties of sexual exploration should 
not in themselves be considered "evil." 

Its EHeds 
To say that our society has been radically revolution
ized by such crinkled and cross-eyed concepts is to 
state it fairly. One of the confessed goals of secular 
humanism, according to the dastardly declaration 
they style "manifesto," is: "The separation of church 
and state and the separation of ideology and state" 
while conniving for a "new world order" in which 
"national sovereignty" is sacrificed for the structur
ing of a "one-world government." Remember that 
humanism is classified by the Government and by 
themselves as a religion. At the American Humanist 
Awards ceremony they boasted that they have "con
quered the entire public school system for Human
ism." 

If the reader will pause to reflect a moment, -it 
will not be difficult to discover the incredible success 
that humanists have had in implementation of their 
dream. "Values Clarification" is practiced in many 
public school systems whereby "educators now per
ceive their job to be the complete 'resocialization' of 
the child - the complete reshaping of his values, be
liefs, and morals" (Robert Webber, Secular Human
ism, p. 83). 

Test scores from school children continue dip
ping, the National Education Association cries for 
more money, and all the while the goal of the NEA 
and Federal Government is to revolutionize the 
child's sense of morality and national pride. Public 
education is fast evolving from an instructor in basic 
learning skill, to a humanist indoctrination project. 

Sex Education has obtruded its way into public 
education in spite of the urgent protest by parents. 
The New York City school board stepped further 



than that as they voted to dispense free condoms to 
their 260,000 H.S. students- without parental con
sent (Washington Education Report, Tim LaHaye, 
March '91, p. 4). Of course, every Christian knows 
that such topics involved in this are parental respon
sibility, not public. It seems that the only observable 
effects that sex education by schools has on young
sters is to heighten curiosity into exploration. 

Evolution is the foundation of American educa
tion and is the contraband smuggled to your child in 
grade school. This is partly because of the foolish 
and daffy thinking whereby the government now sees 
its task as freeing persons from religion, not main
taining a persons freedom to practice it. Let the 
reader also recall that school sponsored prayer, read
ing or displaying the Bible, or mentioning God's 
name is "unconstitutional." An 11-year-old girl, a 
student in a talented program, was assigned to write 

on the topic of "Power." She wrote on the "Power of 
God." The teacher forbade her from reading the re
port publicly and humiliated the girl before her peers 
(Wash. Ed. Report, p. 4). 

The popular but disgraceful humanistic maladies 
can be verified endlessly as the godless mobs wish to 
disfranchise and burglarize the American populace 
of any semblance of God. It is not a time for in
creased TV viewing, funny paper pondering, and 
general lollygagging in our pleasure-filled lives. Nor 
is it the hour to teach, somewhat as Ezekiel puts it, 
''A sissified gospel" of feel-goodism which refuses to 
attack the problems at hand. By so doing, the god of 
this wicked world is blinding the eyes of our under
standing from the eternal issues which will deter
mine the course of our children's world. 

25 Cherrywood Circle 
Marshall, TX 
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Baby Boomers Ask 
By E. Claude Gardner 

Baby boomers, born between 1946 and 1964, 
are asking serious questions. Some are con
fused and others have been misled. Some want 

a faith of their own rather than that of their parents. 
Big Crowds 

"Why are the community churches growing with 
large crowds at services? Why are churches of Christ 
on the decline when it was one of the fastest growing 
religious bodies in the United States in the fifties?" 

The church is on the decline in some areas but 
other places are experiencing growth. The growth in 
the fifties was not caused by hype and emotional 
methods of today, but rather by zealous evangelism 
based on sound Bible teaching. Today some in the· 
church are no longer committed to preaching the 
word but proclaim a watered down gospel. Such 
lukewarmness has resulted in less evangelism and 
conversions. 

Having large crowds does not mean God's ap
proval necessarily. Billy Graham had multiplied thou
sands to attend his' campaigns but he did not teach 
the full truth. It is true that some religious people are 
more zealous for error than we have been at times in 
teaching the truth. 

The Muslim (Islam) religion is the fastest grow-

ing faith in the world including the United States. If 
we are to follow the big crowd we should convert to 
Islam. Other world religions are large but that does 
not prove we should convert to them. 

Why are some flocking to the "big crowd" de
nominations? Freedom to believe anything one may 
choose; acceptance of casual dress in this age of in
formality; desire to have contemporary music and 
"gospel songs"; following a dynamic preacher; belief 
that the Holy Spirit is giving special empowerment; 
desire to become unshackled from traditionalism; 
stress on "relationships" and a de-emphasis on "doc
trine"; to be liberated and to have a liberal and_toler
ant view of others beliefs and lifestyles; homosexu
als; sincerity is enough; any name, faith, baptism or 
worship is condoned. 

It would be great to see the whole world saved, 
but Jesus said only a "few" will submit to him, (Matt. 
7:13-14; 21). We are reminded that Noah was not in 
the majority. 

The Holy Spirit 
"Does the Holy Spirit empower a Christian in a spe
cial way? Is one energized by the Spirit? Does one 
"feel" the Spirit coming over one to give special guid
ance?" 
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The Holy Spirit dwells in a Christian in the same 
way as does the Father and the Son. Providentially 
the three work in the lives of Christians but not in a 
miraculous fashion. Any "feeling" or emotion one 
experiences cannot be attributed to a touch by the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Bible given through the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit is our guide and pattern on right living 
and proper worship. It is erroneous to think the 
Spirit will lead us to practice or believe anything 
which contradicts the Bible. If the Spirit must reveal 
in some miraculous way what we must do, then the 
Bible is, therefore, inadequate and insufficient as our 
guide. 

Also, if the Spirit gives special empowerment to 
one Christian, then he should do this for all Chris
tians. If not, he is a respecter of persons. 

It is noteworthy that numerous religious leaders, 
preachers and disciples claim the Holy Spirit and his 
influence on what they say and do. However, one 
observes how contradictory their teachings are - all 
claiming the revelation of the Holy Spirit. This is un
reasonable. 

The Holy Spirit is not the Word or the Bible and 

Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ. 

Subscribe to 
The Caring and Sharing Newsletter 

for news about the health of other members. Sub
scribers help each other pay their medical bills. 
It's very economicall Note: This Is not an Insur
ance company. 

As a subscriber, other newsletter subscribers will 
help you pay your medical bills, and you can do 
the same for them. Your gift is sent directly by 
you, not CSN, to the subscriber who has had a 
medical emergency. 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing Newsletter 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-BD0-288-2044 
The plan has been in effect and working for going 
on 4 years. 1400 individuals are already partici
pating and loving it. Let us hear from you today I 

The CSN is NOT an insurance company. 
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the Word is not the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will 
not direct a person to practice or believe anything that 
is opposite of that he caused to be written in the Bible. 

The direct operation or impact of the Holy Spirit 
on the human heart is an old doctrine. It is one of the 
major points of Calvinism and it has been espoused 
by most denominations. Today there are untaught 
members of the church who have accepted it. They 
sing songs supporting this false view. 

Tradition 
"Tradition is holding back the church. We need to 
change to hold the baby boomers." 

As long as the basics of the Bible are not changed, 
then matters of opinion can be changed according to 
what is best for most people. 

Kneeling for prayer, meeting in rented facilities, 
singing without song books and such like do not 
change the basics of the Bible. However, it would be 
wrong to require or forbid such procedures for they 
are in the realm of opinion. 

Most congregations could improve their regular 
worship. However, a Christian attends to worship 
God and the focus is not on himself. Worship must be 
more than what I "feel" and what I "get out of it." 

Instrumental Music 
"Instrumental music in worship is not preferred but 
if used, it is not sinful. What is wrong with this posi
tion?" 

This view places its use in the realm of opinion. If 
this is true, then the conclusion would be valid. How
ever, the weight of evidence is in favor of its being a 
matter of faith and must not be used. It is significant 
that Christ, the apostles, the New Testament church 
never taught it or used it. Furthermore, for hundreds 
of years religious leader of various faiths opposed its 
use. Churches of Christ do as the Bible says, "sing" 
(Eph. 5: 19) and should not be criticized for it. 

To say this issue is insignificant in comparison to 
the Cross is to ignore God's plan for acceptable wor
ship ijohn 4:24). The Cross is crucial but so is wor
ship and every other teaching of the Bible. 

If instrumental music is not sinful, neither would 
be adding jelly on the bread in the Lord's Supper, nor 
sprinkling babies and burning incense. The Bible tells 
what is to be practiced. God says sing and this posi
tive command excludes other kinds of music just as 
the command to immerse excludes sprinkling. 

372 Mill St. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 
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Missionary Page -Rod Rutherford, editor 

Our Father's Business 
By Rod Rutherford 

0 nly one incident is recorded in the life of our 
Lord between his birth and descent into 
Egypt, and his baptism. When he was twelve 

years old, Mary and Joseph took him with them to 
Jerusalem to keep the Feast of the Passover (Luke 
2:41 -50). On the return journey to Nazareth, they 
did not see Jesus, but supposing he was with relatives 
and friends, they did not worry the first day. When he 
was not found after this time, Mary and Joseph anx
iously returned to Jerusalem to search for Jesus. At 
last, they found him in the temple discussing the Law 
with the learned teachers and scholars. Mary gently 
chided Jesus, saying: "Son, why have you done this to 
us? Look, your father and I have sought you anx
iously." Jesus replied: "Why is it that you sought me? 
Did you not know that I must be about m y Father's 
business?" 

Jesus came into the world to do his Father's busi
ness. He came to teach and preach and die for the 
sins of mankind Gohn 3:16; 1 Cor. 15:1-4). His 
"food" while on earth was to do his Father's will 
Gohn 4:34-38). The Savior succinctly summed up his 
business at the house of Zacchaeus when he said, 
"The Son of Man has come to seek and save that 
which was lost" (Luke 19:10). 

The business of every disciple of Christ is the 
same as that of the Savior! We must be about the 
Father's business. This means that we must be busy 
seeking and saving the lost. Before he left earth, the 
crucified, resurrected Lord commanded, "Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature" 
(Mark 16: 15). Every Christian in every generation 
has the responsibility and the privilege of walking in 
the Lord's footsteps. His business is our business (2 
Tim. 2:2). The blood-bought body, the church, is 
given the business of being "the pillar and ground of 
the truth" (1 Tim. 3: 15). The church of Christ must 
defend and extend "the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints" Gude 3). 

After more than 40 years of observing the church 
in many parts of our land and overseas, it is my con
clusion that most congregations can be placed in one 
of two categories. On the one hand, there are those 

congregations whose spiritual over
seers understand the Father's busi
ness. They lead the flock among 
which they labor in saving souls at 
home and abroad. Such congrega
tions are usually united, loving and 
growing. Their zeal for lost souls at 
home is expressed in helping take 

·' 

.i 
the gospel to those in other places. Rod Rutherford 

They do not stockpile funds in savings accounts or 
certificates of deposit. They understand their re
sources are committed to them to be used in the 
Master's business and that any "emergency situa
tion" which might arise can usually be taken care of 
with a special appeal. 

On the other hand, there are congregations that 
have confused the Father's business with worldly 
business. The concep t their overseers have of their 
work is that of business managers whose chief pur
pose is to maintain the building and grounds and keep 
a healthy bank account. Their lack of faith in the 
Lord's promises and their ignorance of what the 
church is all about are apparent in their financial prac
tices. I have encountered a good number of churches 
through the years that have accounts ranging from 
several thousand to several hundred thousand dollars. 
They will not turn loose of it for saving lost souls. 
When challenged to justify holding on to such large 
amounts, they contend that it is necessary in case of 
some unforeseen and unspecified emergency. 

Friends what about the church in which you have 
membership? What business is it in? Is it doing the 
Father's business with the Father's funds? Is it using 
the money contributed to seek and save the lost? Or, 
has the church been turned into a banking business? 
May the time quickly come when it can never be said 
of any church that wears the name of Christ is 
merely in the banking business. Let us all be busy in 
the Father's business committing our time and re
sources to the saving of lost souls. Only this will pay 
eternal dividends. P. 0. Box 75 1135 

Memphis, TN 38175-1135 
~ 
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Goldilocks and the Preacher's Plight 
By John E. Moore II 

As a child, I loved the story of Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears. It was cute. However, it was 
a fairy-tale. The following is not a fairy tale. 

One day a preacher sat in his office. One of the 
men of the congregation came by and said, "About 
your evangelistic efforts, I think your methods are 
too hot for this area of the country. You need to cool 
it." Then he left. 

Minutes later, a second man came into the office. 
He said, "I have been wanting to talk to you about 
your evangelistic methods. It seems to me that they 
are too cool. You need to get on fire and heat things 
up." Then he left. 

As the preacher thought about this a third visitor 
came, who said, "I just wanted to stop by and let you 
know how much I appreciate you. As I look especially 
at your evangelistic efforts, I think your methods are 
just right. Keep up the good work." And he left. 
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After lunch, the first man returned to visit with 
the preacher again. "By the way," he said, "when I 
was here earlier, I meant to tell you that I find that 
your sermons are too hard and you need to use less 
scripture. People have their own Bibles and can read 
them for themselves." Then he left. 

That evening when the preacher was sitting with 
his family at the dinner table, the phone rang. The 
second visitor of the day was on the line and said, "I 
forgot to tell you earlier, I am worried that your ser
mons are too soft. You need to use more scripture and 
hit those hypocrites right between the eyes with both 
barrels. We'll talk more. Have a nice evening." Click! 

Shortly after that a knock came at the preacher's 
door. The third visitor was standing at the door, with 
his wife, asking to come in for a while. "Just wanted 
to let you know how much we are getting out of your 
sermons and Bible classes. You have a knack at bal
ancing scripture and real life situations that bring the 
lessons home. We are glad you are here." After cof
fee and cookies, they, too, left. 

As the days went by the preacher kept getting vis
its and phone calls .... You spend too much time visit
ing the sick .... You don't spend enough time at the 
hospital visiting the sick. ... You show such great com
passion for the sick. Thank you for visiting my mom 
so faithfully while she was in the hospital. 

You are too involved in community outreach . 
... You need to do more community outreach .... Your 
ability to touch lives in the community with such ease 
amazes me. Keep doing things just the way you are. 
... You need to spend more time with the members of 
the congregation and less time knocking on the doors 
of strangers. You need to spend more time knocking 
on the doors of strangers and less time working with 
members of the congregation. I like the way you 
work with both members and nonmembers seeking 
to help anyone you can. 

Every part of the preacher's work was scruti
nized in this way - too much, too little, just right. It 
was not just the preacher who was evaluated, his 
wife faced similar criticisms, even though she had 
not been the one hired by the congregation. In time, 
the climate in the congregation shifted from those 



who wanted the preacher to those who had been 
seeking to fire him for a long time. 

One day a visitor came that surprised the 
preacher. It was his little girl. She said, "Daddy, can 
we go to church someplace else? I don't like the way 
these people treat us." Then she left. The preacher 

· thought to himself, "This is not how I want my child 
to feel about the church for which Jesus died." 

Like Goldilocks, the preacher ran away. Not be
cause he did not want to serve God, but because he 
could not sacrifice his family's spiritual well being 
for the opportunity to stand in a pulpit seeking to 
save others. He did some preaching and teaching of 
Bible classes. He studied with individuals seeking to 
teach them the truth, but he refused to hear another 
church treasurer say, "You need to remember who 
signs your paycheck." 

And God said to those who sought to evaluate 
the preacher who had tried so hard to serve him, 
"Who are you to judge the servant of another?" 
(Rom. 14:4). "But you, why do you judge your 

Denominational 
Doctrines 

by 
Jerry Moffitt 

Denominational 
Doctrines 

t7f 
JenyMoffitt 

This book contains short series of brief biblical, argumen
tation articles. It is easy to read for the new convert, or 
any Christian, but it exhorts and pleads with the outsider, 
too. It can be read straight through or used as a reference 
book. 

"It is so readable, as if one is speaking to someone 
entirely unfamiliar with the doctrine." 

It also contains in part: About doctrine itself, inspiration, 
inerrance, etc., the plan of salvation, the scheme to save 
man, faith only, eternal security, baptism, grace and law, the 
church, Calvinism, the Holy Spirit, Pentecostalism, Premil
lennialism Catholicism, instrumental music, fellowship, 
Jehovah's Witness doctrine, Mormonism, the sabbath, is the 
church a denomination?, etc. it tries to deal in a kind way 
with the idea: "If I'm not a member of the churches of 
Christ, will I go to hell?" and undenominational Christianity, 
etc. 

653 pages • Hardback 
$19.00 includes postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation • 1-800-572-3619 

brother? Or you again, why do you regard your 
brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of God" (Rom. 14:10). 

Last week I saw another preacher step down 
from the pulpit. Battered and bruised by his broth
ers, he and his family cannot take it anymore. I know 
he will preach when the opportunity presents itself 
and teach when asked. How much greater good 
could he do, if he had been allowed to serve God full
time - not worrying about his family's spiritual 
well-being or his paycheck. 

Many preachers quit because of the damage their 
position causes in the spiritual lives of their wives 
and children. They would not have taken the insults 
for so many years if they were not committed. They 
just cannot take it anymore. So they work in the 
secular world. Then churches wonder, "Why don't 
more young men want to become preachers?" 

P.O. Box 82 
Hollis~ OK 73550 

New 
from the Firm Foundation 

The Conley, 
Luther, Narvaez 
Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate 
between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response 
representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$10.95 plus shipping and handling 

To order call 1-800-572-3619 
Please send no money. We will send 
the book and bill you. 

~ 

August 1997 13 
Firm Foundation 



Airport Blessing 
By J. E. Choate 

0 n a cold evening J anuary 20, 1994, a small 
Vineyard church of 120 members pastored 
by John Arnott met in a building near the In

ternational Pearson Airport for a four-day campaign. 
They had come to hear a St. Louis Vineyard pastor 
by the name of Randy Clark. He had previously at
tended a Tulsa leadership conference conducted by 
the South African Pentecostal minister Rodney 
Howard-Browne. 

The Genesis of the Toronto Airport Blessing 
During the first evening of the Toronto Vineyard 
campaign and without warning, waves of "holy 
laughter" erupted and swept through the congrega
tion. Many worshippers swooned in the spirit. The 
laughter and swooning continued nightly, making the 
church the "in" place, in charismatic evangelical 
circles. Everything after this is history. 

It would be difficult to calculate how many 
people came to experience, or witness this phenom
enon. In Toronto alone, 200,000 in the first year 
from various countries and denominations stepped 
through the doors of the airport church. And over 
the next two years, this Pentecostal renewal marked 
by unholy laughter has become the most "talked 
about" matter in Pentecostal circles. 

The Toronto Blessing exercises have moved to 
Hong Kong and London and around the world. The 
worshippers are fainting in the Lord and laughing 
their heads off. What a sight it is - laughing, crying, 
moaning, fainting, convulsing, jerking, running 
Qesus laps), fall ing (slain in the Spirit), staggering 
(getting drunk in the Spirit), swaggering, and roaring 
like lions. 

Randy Clark, the visiting Vineyard preacher, said 
that this the most powerful revival to hit this country 
since the 1906 Azusa Street revival. He said it would 
be the greatest revival ever seen and could last 
twenty years. 

Pilgrims who come from all over the world seem 
to agree that the Holy Spirit has landed at the Inter
national Pearson Airport. Clark says that he believes 
this is the last great work of the Spirit before the Sec
ond Coming. 

Holy laughter traces its roots to two Pentecostal 
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ministries, one is from South Africa and the other 
from Argentina identified respectively with Rod
ney Howard-Browne and Claudio Freidzen. Howard
Browne is considered the catalyst for the Toronto 
Blessing. He prayed for and anointed Randy Clark 
during a Tulsa conference, and told him to lay hands 
on everything that moved. Some holiness-pentecostal 
types believe that Howard-Browne empowered Clark 
with the Pentecostal zeal that ignited the Toronto Air
port Blessing! 

Howard-Browne was born J une 12, 1961, in Port 
Elizabeth, South Africa. He was reared in a Pente
costal church. He said that as a five-year-old boy, he 
would give his life every week to Jesus. He said that 
at the age of eight he was filled with the Holy Spirit 
at which time he was born again. 
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Lessons for the Change Agents 
In Churches of Christ 

The Toronto Airport Blessing can be described, but it 
is too new to be defined. There is no way of knowing 
what meaning the TAB will have in the larger Pente
costal world. Two facts stand out: It is a "spin off" of 
Peter Wagner's Third Wave teaching. The second fact, 
which must be excruciatingly painful to John Wimber 
is that there is a new "charismatic kid on the block" 
who challenges his "Signs and Wonders" spectaculars. 

It has to be far more exciting to see all the weird 
gyrations and hear all the strange sounds coming 
from two hours of a nonstop session of the TAB than 
watching Wimber ostensibly healing a hysterical wo
man suffering with a migraine headache. 

Twin OHsprings of the Third Wave 
We have in mind the Signs and Wonders theology, 
and the TAB. Gary Holloway and Michael Weed 
read a paper in May 1995 before the Disciples of 
Christ Historical Society in Nashville five months 
after the outbreak of the Toronto Blessing. They in
troduced the Third Wave Pentecostal model that they 
reported as already adopted in some large urban 
churches. In spite of the great harm being inflicted 
on churches of Christ~rom the Third Wave theology, 
Holloway and Weed do not express either approval 
or disapproval of the Third Wave paradigm. 

What Lies Behind the Third Wave 
Pentecostal Movement 

It will be recalled from previous Firm Foundation 
articles that C. Peter Wagner developed the thesis in 
his book, Third Wave of the Holy Spirit, that there 
have been three major alleged advents of the Holy 
Spirit in this century - the 1906 Azusa revival 
(1960), and the charismatic movement of the 1960s. 

The Third Wave is an entirely different story. One 
of the most dramatic new developments in the 1980s 
has been the development of the "Signs and Wonders" 
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Pentecostal movement. 1 ohn Wimber came into 
prominence through the "Signs and Wonders" course 
(MC 510) which he taught in the Fuller Theological 
Seminary with the assistance of Peter Wagner. 

The contentions of the Third Wave advocates is 
that the age o,f miracles never ceased, and that the 
miracles of 1 esus and his apostles can be and must be 
performed today. The blind will see, and the lame 
will leap from their wheel chairs. Demons will be ex
orcised. The dead will climb out of their coffins. 

Strange New Mixed Exotic Wines 
from the Vineyard Wineries 

Toronto Blessing has its own critics from inside the 
Pentecostal churches. G. Campbell Morgan called it 
the "last vomit of Satan." Another critic suggested 
that the Toronto Blessing is possibly paving the way 
for the rule of the Anti-Christ. 

Howard-Browne has nothing good to say about 
the TAB. He said about the holy laughter and the other 
exercises that: "We don't have any barking or roaring 
in our meetings. If you bark, we'll give you dog food. 
If you roar like a lion, we'll put you in the zoo." 

The Toronto Airport Blessing phenomenon has 
spread throughout the world the past two years. A 
house can not have two masters - power healing, or 
the holy laughter gig. Wimber opted for power evan
gelism. Wimber and the Vineyard leadership reacted 
by ousting the Toronto church from the Association 
of Vineyard churches. 

Church of Christ Connections 
with the Toronto Blessing 

Some provocative statements about the Toronto 
Blessing came off the ACU internet server resulting 
in an exchange between Hans Rollman and Susan 
Gamble. Dr. Rollman, a native Canadian and a resi
dent of New Foundland, was a member of Don 
Finto's Belmont Church of Christ in the 1970s while 
he was a student in the Vanderbilt School of Religion. 

Dr. Rollman does not have any problems with the 
experiential charismatics past or present by his own 
admission, nor does he express any disapproval. Dr. 
Rollman, who identifies with the liberal element in the 
church of Christ, spoke on the Christian Scholars 
Conference program in 1996 on the DLU campus. 

Susan Gamble, remembered for her recent de
fense of Mike Cope and Wineskins, made a visit with 
her preacher husband, Rick, to a Toronto Blessing 
service. She put on the ACU Bible server a descrip
tion of the service by request of Hans Rollman. She 
provided a detailed account of what went on in the 
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service, which is of no particular interest here. 
But the reaction of Rick and wife Susan to the 

Toronto Blessing service does take on significance 
because of their qualified responses to the proceed
ings. Susan described worship in Churches of Christ 
as "stilted, empty, and lifeless" in comparison with the 
frenzied outpouring of emotion in a Vineyard service. 

Rick responded that he is not convinced that 
these things come from God. In addition to the skep
tical observations of Susan Gamble of the proceed
ings, she still manages to say, "There was also a great 
deal of spirituality evident." Susan Gamble obviously 
will not endorse the Toronto Blessing, nor does she 
condemn the Toronto Blessing. 

More Than Academics 
Hans Rollman tells what some know that the Mis
sion Church in Abilene has links with the Vineyard 
Fellowship. Many ACU students attend the services. 
Dr. Rollman also interjects the fact that a Church of 
Christ mission group in Abilene with Vineyard con-
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nections is planning a mission effort for British Co
lumbia. He called upon Susan Gamble for informa
tion on this project. 

It is a cause for both lamentation and righteous 
indignation that our liberal brethren fa ll for every 
"screw ball theology" which comes down the pike 
while attacking the lovely bride of Christ. They do so 
with the harshest verbal abuse in open declarative 
statements, and with scurrilous sublimated innuen
does. And all of this is done with the most pious de-
mean or. 3714Vz Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, 1N 37215 
(Editor's comment: The Mission Church in 

Abilene has as its senior minister Leonard Allen, ACU 
professor, and enjoys the evident endorsement of both 
the administration and the board. Allen is the author or 
coauthor of several false and faith -destroying books, 
including but not limited to, The Worldly Church, 
Discovering Our Roots, and Distant Voices. The 
board at ACU should be called to account - Dobbs.) 
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What Mormons Say About Mormonism 
By Eldon Lewis 

Here are a few thoughts relative to the Latter 
Day Saints or Mormon Church. My com
ments are in the form of direct quotes from 

LDS sources and are given in the spirit of love and in 
the interest of truth. 

According to their own writings, the God of the 
Mormons was a man who became God. Joseph Smith, 
affirmed it in Millennia/ Star, V., pp. 88-89, "First, 
God Himself, who sits enthroned in yonder heavens, 
is a man like unto one of yourselves ... " He is only an 
"exalted man," said Joseph Smith. The Bible teaches 
that God is a Spirit. It teaches that God the Son be
came man to provide salvation for the world. There is 
an insurmountable difference between what J. Smith 
taught and Bible doctrine. 

The Mormons claim that God the Father and 
Jesus Christ both have physical bodies and the Holy 
Spirit is just another, distinct, spirit being (Doctrine 
and Covenants, 130:22). 

The Mormon Church teaches pre-existence. 
Orson Pratt, wrote in The Seer (p. 132), "We were 
begotten by our Father in Heaven. Our Father in 
Heaven was begotten in a previous heavenly world 
by His Father; and again, He was begotten by a still 
more ancient Father; and so on." In an LDS tract, 
The Purpose of Life (p. 2), are these words: "We all 
once lived in the presence of God the Eternal Father. 
In the world before your earth life you were a spirit 
child of His. With this divine parentage, your destiny 
through righteous living, is to become like your Fa
ther in Heaven and return to His presence." Mor
mons say mankind existed as sons of God before be
coming mortal. They claim Christ (and we) earned 
the right to become mortal just as we earn the right 
to become immortal. This contradicts what the Bible 
teaches about Creation and salvation. 

In the LDS tract, What the Mormons Think of 
Christ (p. 4 ), the claim is made that the Bible and the 
Book of Mormon, "... bear the same testimony." 
That is simply not true. 

In an LDS tract, What the Mormons Think About 
Christ (p. 46), is this declaration: "If it had not been 
for Joseph Smith, the Prophet, the perfect knowl
edge of Christ would not be had in the world in this 
day. If it had not been for him and his mission, there 

would be no legal administrators now on earth to 
administer in the ordinances of salvation." 

The Mormon '~postle" Orson Pratt was editor 
of The Seer and in it we find the following dialogue: 
"Q: Who founded the Roman Catholic Church? 
A: The Devil, through the medium of apostates, 
who subverted the whole order of God." His view 
is based upon what the Book of Mormon says in, 1 
Nephi 13:6, '~d it came to pass that I beheld this 
great and abominable church; and I saw the devil 
that he was the founder of it." 

Le Grand Richards, Presiding Bishop, April 10, 
1952, writes in his book, A Marvelous Work And A 
Wonder (p. 3), " ... there is no excuse for the exist
ence of any other Christian Church." Again, in Jour
nal of Discourses, (Vol. 8. p. 223 ), "Every intelligent 
person under heaven that does not, when informed, 
acknowledge that Joseph Smith, Jun., is a Prophet of 
God, is in darkness, and is opposed to us and to Jesus 
and his kingdom on the earth." In Joseph Smith's Tes
timony (pp. 5, 20), It is written that the world did not 
have the " ... authority of God delegated to man on 
earth to act in all things for the salvation of men ... 
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from the apostasy until it was restored to Joseph 
Smith and Oliver Cowdery." In the Pearl of Great 
Price, Joseph Smith History (1:18), is this statement 
about Christian Churches, "... were all wrong ... 
their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that 
those professors were all corrupt." The LOS maga
zine, Ensign (Dec. '84. p. 9), states the official posi
tion of the Mormon Church, "Satan sits in the place 
of God in Christianity after the time of the apostles." 

The Book of Mormon claims to be "Another Tes
tament of Jesus Christ." Jesus called his covenant the 
new testament in Matthew 26:28, "For this is my 
blood of the new testament, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins." 

The Old Testament was the first testament. The 
New Testament was the second. Timewise that 
makes the Book of Mormon the third testament, if it 
is a testament. 

The Book of Mormon and the books of Mormon 
doctrine all claim to be "another gospel" and that 
places them in direct conflict with the teachings of 
the Bible. Does that not bring those writings under 
the curse of Galatians 1:7-9 and Revelation 22:18-19 
for adding to the gospel of Christ? 

Truth, like love, sometimes hurts! 
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Two Sons 
By Frank Chesser 

H e was birthed in the beauty of innocence. 
His emergence from the womb gladdened 
the countenance of his father and brought 

joy to the heart of his mother. Like Reuben of old, he 
was his father's "firstborn, his might, the beginning 
of his strength, the excellency of dignity and power" 
(Gen. 49:3). No doubt his years of infancy were a 
ceaseless source of delight to his parents. Surely they 
must have thrilled at his smile, his childlike laughter, 
his first word and step. 

The birth of a second son multiplied their joy. 
Moreover, their firstborn would now know the ela
tion of brotherhood. Having shared the same womb, 
the normal pains of developing existed between 
them. However, undoubtedly, they matured as broth
ers generally do, often fighting, but each willing to 
take on the world for the other. 

Maturity comes clothed in free-will and the re
sult is often disastrous. Weary of home and eager to 
taste of life in the fast lane, the youngest son re
quested his portion of the family inheritance, "took 
his journey into a far country, and there wasted his 
substance with riotous living" (Luke 15:13). Poverty 
and hunger quickly extracted the pleasure from sin. 
Thoughts of parental love and home tugged at his 
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heart. Leaving the far country, he retraced the jour-
. ney of rebellion with the steps of godly sorrow and 
penitence. His father met and embraced him with 
compassion and forgiveness. Sounds of feasting and 
merriment filled the air. 

Having learned of his brother's return, the elder 
son refused to join the festivity, spurned his father's 
tender entreaty and buried himself in self-pity. The 
beauty of innocence had been replaced by the ugli
ness of sin. Brotherly love had been displaced by con
tempt. Parental delight in his childhood had been 
supplanted by sorrow and disappointment. The elder 
son had robed himself in the black cloak of 
self-righteousness, ingratitude, and a callous indiffer
ence toward his brother's welfare. 

The same parents, teaching, and training does 
not guarantee a plurality of children with equal con
cern for God and spiritual matters. Proverbs 22:6 is 
a general principle, not an ironclad law. Faithful par
ents must not be blamed for children who exercise 
their own volition by choosing to travel the low road 
of sin and shame. 6273 Sycamore Dr. 

Montgomery, AL 36117 

are available lor sharlag 
with your lrleads 

I·800·572•36I9 

~ 



Biblical Subiedion of Christian Women 
By William Russell Summers 

B iblical teaching on the topic of women's subjec
tion to men in the home and in the worship 
assembly is under relentless pressure from 

the mores of contemporary American ·culture. Conse
quently, when this topic is considered at all, the 
teacher sometimes gives in to the temptation to dilute 
Scripture to such an extent that all itching ears feel 
satisfied by smooth words. The sound approach is to 
present in a straightforward manner the simple New 
Testament teachings in the context of balanced bibli
cal inquiry. 

Recent experience in a Sunday morning Bible 
class illustrates both the quandary and at least one 
solution. The class was for young-married couples. 
A book authored by a well-known family therapist 
initiated a discussion of Ephesians 5:22-33. The 
therapist's discussion proceeded to tie in 1 Peter 5:5 
and Ephesians 5:21 and even go so far as to allude to 
the latter in bold headlines, creating the impression 
that the unambiguous authority assigned by God to 
the husband is diminished elsewhere. Perhaps the lay
out was not conceived with this effect in mind, but 
violence was done to scripture nonetheless. If the 
therapist was striving to hedge a tenuous position 
against specious charges of gender bias, he could not 
have done so more admirably. 

This concept of drawing a distinction between the 
God-given roles of Christian men and women can be 
emotionally charged. Historic inequities in the work
place and law courts have been redressed in recent 
decades, and some of this fervor occasionally finds its 
way into the Lord's church; however, this need not be 
a battleground into which only the brave of heart dare 
venture. A holistic approach to the teachings of the 
New Testament on authority is both necessary and 
sufficient to instruct all Christians who, in meekness 
of heart, are willing to accept the word of God as the 
sole authority in these matters. 

For purposes of this discussion, biblical mandates 
on submission can be categorized as either general 
submission or special submission. General submis
sion is addressed in Ephesians 5:21 ([S]ubmitting 
yourselves one to another in the fear of God ) and 1 
Peter 5:5 ([Y]ea, all of you be subject one to another, 

and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble). These ad
monitions were made to no one other than the entire 
group to whom the epistle is addressed. For lack of a 
better term, therefore, the submission commanded 
in these passages can be referred to as general. 
The "Bible is its own best commentary." The all
encompassing scope of these passages and their par
allelism argue convincingly for equating " subjection 
"with" humility" in both instances. 

A few other passages impact on the study of Bib
lical submission but are markedly different from the 
aforementioned scriptures commanding general 
submission. One facet of a more specialized submis
sion is evidenced in scriptures pertaining to the lead
ership role of elders. Consider 1 Peter 5: 1-3: 

The elders which are among you I exhort, 
who am also an elder, and a witness of the suf
ferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the 
glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of 
God which is among you, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither 
as being lords over God's heritage, but being 
ensamples to the flock. 

And also 1 Timothy 5:17: 
Let the elders that rule well be counted wor
thy of double honour, especially they who 
labour in the word and doctrine. 
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That elders take oversight and rule is beyond de
bate. Truly, there are caveats directed towards the 
attitude with which they execute their duties, but 
rule they do and submit we must. Interestingly, not 
only women - but also men - fall under the over
sight of the elders, who are themselves exclusively 
men (1 TllD. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9 ). The command to 
submit to fallible saints therefore does not fall solely 
on women. 

A second example of special submission pertains 
to the role of women in the worship assembly. Con
sider 1 Corinthians 14:34-35: 

34. Let your women keep silence in the 
churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience, as 
also saith the law. 

35. And if they will/earn any thing, let them ask 
their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women 
to speak in the church. 
And 1 Timothy 2:11-15: 

11. Let the woman learn in silence with all sub
;ection. 

12. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to 
usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. 
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13. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 
14. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman 

being deceived was in the transgression. 
15. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in child

bearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holi
ness with sobriety. 

These passages institute a stricture incumbent 
upon women within the framework of the worship 
service that is not bound upon men. It is specialized. 
Additionally, it is for cause and therefore not merely 
reflective of alleged New Testament misogyny. 

Finally, in the confines of the Christian marriage, 
a most specialized form of submission is commanded 
in Holy Scripture: that of the wife to the husband. It 
is written in Ephesians 5:22-33: 

22. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own hus
bands, as unto the Lord. 

23. For the husband is the head of the wife, even 
as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the sav
iour of the body. 

24. Therefore as the church is sub;ect unto 
Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing. 

25. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

26. That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word 

2 7. That he might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

28. So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 

29. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 
church: 

30. For we are members of his body, of his flesh, 
and of his bones. 

31. For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall be ioined unto his wife, and they 
two shall be one flesh. 

32. This is a great mystery: but I speak concern
ing Christ and the church. 

33. Nevertheless let every one of you in particu
lar so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see 
that she reverence her husband. 
And again it is written in 1 Peter 3:1-7: 

1. Likewise, ye wives, be in sub;ection to your 
own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they 
also may without the word be won by the conversa
tion of the wives; 

2. While they behold your chaste conversation 



coupled with fear. 
3. Whose adorning let it not be that outward 

adorning of plaiting the hair; and of wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel; 

4. But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
that .which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of 
great price. 

5. For after this manner in the old time the holy 
women also, who trusted in God, adorned them
selves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: 

6. Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him 
lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, 
and are not afraid with any amazement. 

7. Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them ac
cording to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as 
unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of 
the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 

These passages are straightforward and much 
has been written regarding their interpretation. Too 
much, perhaps. In my opinion, the more ink devoted 
to dissecting a topic that is intellectually reachable to 
all, the greater the likelihood that the result will 
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mean everything and therefore nothing. Presenting a 
holistic discussion of God-given authority ranging 
from a general, all encompassing mandate for humil
ity, to more specific commands for submission of a 
congregation to its elders and for the submission of 
women to men in worship and their husbands always 
represents an eminently workable approach to this 
biblical topic. 

When two or more are in agreement, subjection 
is easy. Those instances where our individual will is 
divergent from those in authority pose the greater 
challenge. It is then that "sin lieth at the door." It is 
then that our individualism demands its own way. It 
is then that we must consciously yield for Christ's 
sake to all of the ordinances of God concerning sub
mission. 

The leadership role of the Christian man is not a 
thing to be coveted or abused; neither is it something 
to be apologized for or set aside. It is simply the 
God-given order of things for those dwelling within 
his kingdom. The status of women has benefited sig
nificantly from legislative changes in contemporary 
American culture. However, the Word of God has 
changed not at all. As we make our way through this 
world, let us remain vigilant to keep the philosophy 
of man, whatever benefits may accrue therefrom, 
outside the walls of the heavenly kingdom. 

8432 Wood Shadows Lane 
Cordova, 1N 38018 

(Editor's note: We are indebted to brother Sum
mers for this excellent article, which consists mostly 
of calling attention to relevant passages from the 
Bible. By the way, the King James Version is used in 
the piece. Brother Summers holds a doctorate degree 
and is employed as a scientist by a chemical company 
in Memphis. He is not an evangelist, but he is a good 
Bible student and effective writer. In his cover letter 
he said, "The premise of the submitted manuscript is 
simply that the New Testament establishes distinct 
roles for men and women that are easily understood. 
The challenge is to teach this aspect of Biblical truth 
to audiences where its acceptance can no longer be 
assumed. The blurring of gender distinctions in mod
ern society presses on seemingly with a life of its 
own. Continual vigilance is necessary in our congre
gations to keep this heresy at bay." We say, Amen! 
Men who lead and women who hold themselves in an 
attitude of respectful submission is the divine order. 
When it is followed, both genders are content; when 
it is violated, antagonism and quarreling results.) ~ 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Do We Need What We Want? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus declares, "For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also" (Matt. 6:21). This immediately follows 

the admonition, ''Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon earth, where moth and rust cloth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust cloth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal" (Matt. 6:19-20). 

Jesus knew humankind has trouble keeping our 
hearts focused on our real purpose for being here. 
We see the material things about us and we wish to 
possess them. We hate to see that proverbial Jones 
family gets ahead of us! But, strange as it may be, ac
quiring things does not bring us satisfaction. We then 
merely focus on additional things. 

While there is no inherent wrong in trying to bet
ter ourselves, we need to pause and ask, What is my 
primary focus in life? Is it the possession of material 
things? What do I really need? Jesus promises those 
who put the kingdom first that our needs will be met. 
"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righ
teousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you" (Matt. 6:33). Notice we are not promised that 
all our wants will be supplied. Our needs will not ar
rive miraculously. God expects us to earn them by 
the sweat of our brow (2 Thess. 3: 1 0). 

Man is not always able to distinguish between 
needs and wants. In our affluent society we have 
come to view as needs many things that are luxuries. 
Jesus reminds us that God has graciously provided 
the needed care for the birds of the air and the flow
ers of the field. And we are reminded that we are 
much better than are they (Matt. 6:26, 30). The focal 
point, then, is just what are our needs? Webster de
fines needs as "a condition requiring supply or relief; 
anything needed ... as, our daily needs; a necessity." 
Though want is often used as a synonym for need, 
there is a difference. Want means "to wish for some
thing; to desire or crave." 

Knowing that the acquisition of things does not 
bring happiness, the Christian must be careful for 
what he/she wishes. We need food and shelter. We 
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need sunshine and rain and air. We 
need a right relationship with God, 
though this is sometimes absent 
from our list of needs. 

Too many times our focus is 
upon pleasure and popularity. This 
in spite of the fact that the Hebrew 
writer reveals that the pleasures of 
the world (or sin) are but "for a season" (Heb. 11:25). 
The wise man declares, "Favor is deceitful and beauty 
is vain" (Prov. 31:30). Solomon had great wealth, pos
sessions and power. Like many today, he sought fulfill
ment in worldly realms only to learn real satisfaction 
is not found there. The wise man observed in Ecclesi
astes 12:8, "Vanity of vanities, ... all is vanity." He then 
gives the realm wherein true happiness and satisfac
tion is found. "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for 
this is the whole duty of man" (Eccl. 12:13). Literally, 
this is the whole of man. 

People, in general, like new and different things. 
We have a continual list of wants. We need to review 
that list often and ask some pertinent questions rela
tive to each item. 

1. Will my acquiring this draw me closer to God 
or will it become a wedge between God and me? 

2. Will this demand time which takes away from 
Christian service? 

3. Will this weaken my Christian influence? 
4. Will this cause a financial burden for my family 

and/or rob God? 
5. Do I really need it? If not, will it make my life 

better? 
We need to learn to be contented with what is 

good for us Games 4:3). We can learn contentment 
(Phil. 4:11; 1 Tim. 6:6). Let us mature past the stage 
of thinking every want is a need. Let us overcome our 
desire for pleasure and prestige. May we refocus on 
the good things of life. May we renew our commit
ment to serve God faithfully. What we go after here 
determines where we go hereafter! P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, 1N 36063 
!};-



Potpourri ... 
To the Earl of Chicago 

@ Our friend, Earl Davis, has favored us with an
other envelope full of good and useful information. 
Thank you, Earl. (He is in Chicagoland and keeps us 
supplied with information about religion from the 
Chicago Tribune.) He wrote, "March FF outstanding 
in every way. Appreciated the Editorial - much 
needed. God bless you and your good work." Well, 
what can we say? 

@ The Earl sends the following: 
Ann Spaeth, Niceville, Fla., wrote to Mike 

Royko: "I have read your columns relating to late 
term abortions. I have been waiting for someone to 
address the ridiculous aspect of a bunch of men, pi
ously denouncing abortion. The problem is that nei
ther you nor these other men have a clue as to what is 
involved in carrying an unwanted child, nor will you 
ever do so." 

Royko answered: "True, a man doesn't know 
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what it is like to bear a child. On the other hand, I 
don't know if any woman knows what it is like to 
have a hole poked in the base of her skull and her 
brains sucked out, although some talk as if they 
might have experienced it." 

Hooray! 

@ Earl sent an article from Joan Beck which in
cludes the following: "Children playing in a field 
near San Bernardino, CA., find 30 human fetuses 
stored in a plastic container and packaged in five 
boxes. They may have come from an abortion clinic, 
police surmise. Are any of these babies? Are any of 
them human? (If they are not, what are they?) Which 
deserves life? Who has the right to decide? 

C?l Another article sent by the loyal Earl says 
Charles Krauthhammer (Chicago Tribune, March 
17) quotes Dr. Curtis Cook as follows: "The only 
possible advantage of partial-birth abortion, if you 
call it that, is that it guarantees a dead baby." 

Presbyterians 
0 The Presbyterian Church (USA) passed a "Fi

delity and Chastity Amendment" to the denomina
tions' Book of Order. The amendment, proposed af
ter a three-year church-wide study of sexuality, re
quires that all unmarried ministers, deacons, and el
ders be sexually celibate - a requirement that Pres
byterians for Gay and Lesbian Concerns character
ized as "a club ... to beat up gay and lesbian people in 
the Presbyterian Church" (World, Mar. 29, 1997). 

Papworth 
@John Papworth, 75, a minister in the Church of 

England, pronounced a theology of thievery. It's OK, 
Papworth said, to shoplift from large chain stores 
such as Britain's Marks & Spencers, because they 
put small stores out of business, create unemploy
ment, and encourage greed and consumerism ... I 
don't regard it as stealing. I regard it as a badly 
needed reallocation of economic resources" (World, 
Mar. 29, 1997). 

Feminist at Work 
@World magazine (May 29) advises that the 

New International Version (NIV) is going "gender
neutral." Say goodbye to the generic he, man, broth-
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ers, or mankind. Make way for people, person, and 
humankind. 

Pressure for unisex language came from women 
who, in the words of Larry Walker, a member of the 
Committee for Biblical Translation- the NIV's con
trolling body - "felt left out" by the traditional lan
guage. 

The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), a 
unisex language revision of the RSV, also put pressure 
on the Niv. The NRSV includes passages that are 
tortured- "Let us make humankind in our own im-
age ...... So God created humankind" (Gen. 1:26). 
"What are human beings that you are mindful of them 
or mortals that you care for them" (Heb. 2:6). 

Walker thinks "the shift to unisex language may 
be to cloud the uniqueness of men and women .•. it 
reflects gains made by feminists over the past de
cades." The move away from male and female gender 
may be inspired by the increasing demand to make 
women preachers in mixed-public assemblies. It fits 
in with religious egalitarianism - the denial of any 
distinctions between men and women in the home 
and in the church. The move pushes for women to be 
preachers and elders and co-heads of families. 

Gilbert Bilezikian, professor emeritus at Wheat-
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on College, puts it bluntly: "There cannot be authentic 
community as described in the New Testament with
out full inclusion of the constituency of members into 
the ministry, life and leadership of the group" (Beyond 
Sex Roles). 

Mr. Bilezikian is a founding elder and influential 
theologian at Bill Hybel's Willow Creek Community 
Church (WCCC) in South Barrington, Ill. Willow 
Creek has had women elders since its founding in 
1978. WCCC issued a position paper in which it is 
said, "When the Bible is interpreted comprehen
sively, it teaches the full equality of men and women 
in status, giftedness, and opportunity for ministry." 

Bomoseual friendly 
0 American Airlines was named the official car

rier of the Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Teachers Net
work, a group founded to teach schoolchildren about 
homosexuality. American has made donations to ho
mosexual lobbying organizations such as Human 
Rights Campaign and Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation. 

Up from Apes 
11 "We don't need evidence. We know it to be 

true" (Richard Dawkins, professor of zoology at Ox
ford University, in a speech at Washington University 
in St. Louis. Mr. Dawkins was explaining his intellec
tual commitment to Darwinian evolution as the ex
planation of human origins). 

Psychology 
0 News of a psychiatric advance called rage-re

duction therapy might have escaped us, except that a 
patient so treated sued. The patient was to experi
ence rage "in a controlled and loving environment," 
which turned out to mean being held down, punched, 
and asked what she was angry about. ("You," she 
said.) Courts awarded her $8.4 million, and the rage 
reducers are now out of business (National Revie~ 
Apr. 7, 1997). 

Sequestration 
0 Former NAACB honcho Ben Chavis has 

changed his name to "Chavis Muhammad" and an
nounced his spiritual transformation: he now be
longs to the Nation of Islam and works directly for 
Louis Farrakhan. A former minister in the United 
Church of Christ, Mr. Muhammad explained that 
"the same God that called me into the Christian min
istry called me into the Nation of Islam." 

Makes sense for those who think that God sends 
signals by hunch and impulse rather than clear in-



struction through revelation. It gives you the willies to 
see people formerly possessed of sense turning to 
mysticism. It is tragic for men like Joe Beam and Rubel 
Shelly to become purveyors of "immediate conscious
ness of the transcendent or ultimate reality or God." 
To observe people who "tasted of the good word of 
God" turn away from it to a "belief in the existence of 
realities beyond perceptual or intellectual apprehen
sion that are central to being and directly accessible by 
subjective experience" - vague, groundless specula
tion. No wonder they talk in circles. 
Goth 

@A new sub-culture is attracting the founda
tion-less. Evolutionism and agnostic teachers have 
laughed the one true, invisible, eternal, living God 
out of their existence. The Bible is no longer a light 
to their way and they walk in darkness. They dress in 
black, pierce everything, and revel in Gothic music 
(an offshoot of punk rock). Bars catering to confused 
teens of Goth persuasion are found in Manhattan, 
Boulder, Charlotte, Indianapolis, and Tulsa. They 
yearn to be vampires (and many claim they are) and 
have a suicide fantasy. In many places there are Live 

Action Role-Playing Games (LARPs). More than 
3,000 people play every Friday night, according to 
the Seattle Times. They turn parking lots, city parks, 
and living rooms into stages for these games, filling 
roles such as "vampire" and "fallen angel." 

Police in Bellevue, Wash. , charged a 17 -year-old 
self-styled Goth, Alex Baranyi, with four counts of 
first-degree murder; they say he killed an entire fam
ily. His actions have been linked to his obsession with 
a vampire role-playing game. 

Police charged four teens in Florida in the slaying 
of another teen's parents in Orlando; Rod Ferrell, 
16, Sarah Remington, 16, Scott Anderson, 17, and 
Dana Cooper, 19 are accused of bludgeoning to 
death Richard and Ruth Wendorf. The couple's 15-
year-old daughter, Heather, was with the group after 
the murders, in a stolen car heading to New Orleans 
(the new Goth Mecca). 

Young people must have something in which to 
believe. How sad it is that our nation and especially 
our educational institutions are failing the young by 
systematically robbing them of an opportunity to 
know about the Bible, God, love, service and salva-
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tion. Government has joined hands with the ACLU 
and many public schools to destroy Christianity. 

Perserutioa in Our rime 
0 Mindy Belz in a recent article ("A Village 

Burns Amid Shouts of Allah Is Great") reports that 
Muslims in Pakistan make violent attacks against 
Christians. Two people were killed when an angry 
Muslim mob descended on Khanewal district, a 
farming community south of Lahore. Riotings began 
when more than 30,000 Muslims were told that 
Christians set pages of the Koran on fire - a report 
that proved to be doubtful. 

Ill en 
(f The main character on the ABC sitcom Ellen, 

played by Ellen DeGeneres, came out of the closet on 
April30, 1997, to kick off the May sweeps, in which 
networks vie for high ratings for the purpose of setting 
prices for commercials in the months that follow. The 
plot calls for her to fall for a woman played by Laura 
Dern. Confused about her sexuality, Ellen goes to a 
therapist played by Oprah Winfrey. The script was 
approved at a special meeting of Walt Disney execu
tives, including president Michael Elsner. 

Jesus Seminar 
0 The Jesus Seminar is made of a group of theo

logians who meet to vote on what Jesus said and did. 
They do not agree among themselves and settle their 
differences by voting, but expect others to accept the 
outcome .without question or vote. Paul Verhoeven, 
who is not a theologian, but who is a director of 
sleazy movies (Showgirls and Basic Instinct) is now a 
part of the Jesus Seminar. He joined the group in 
1986 and plans to make a movie about Jesus based 
on the Seminar's findings. Look for it to be salacious 
and expect it to tickle the demons. 

rake Note 
(f Hard-core video rentals rose from 7 5 million 

in 1985 to 90 million in 1992. The total climbed to 
665 million in 1996 (U.S. News & World Report, Feb. 
10, 1997). 

(f A busboy in Key West Florida was apparently 
shot as the result of an argument over how to put sil
verware into the dishwasher. The suspect, Jose Anto
nio Borrell, told Reyes Bias Morales (the busboy) 
that he wasn't putting the flatware into the proper 
containers to be washed. The two argued, then Mr. 
Borrell left and returned 45 minutes later with a 
9mm semiautomatic. 

(f The New York Times reports that an abortion-

26 ~~~5iound~f:O 

ist, Rich~rd Hausnknecht, said, "When I did second
trimester abortions late in the day, and when I'd get 
home, my wife would say, 'You did one today, didn't 
you?' It would be all over my face." 

0 According to a nationwide poll of over 1,300 
high school students: Students hate it when schools 
fail to demand that they pay attention, fly straight, and 
do all their homework (Reason, May 1997). 

llim roday and Her romorrow 
0 It is reported (Weekly Standard, April 7, 1997) 

that AI Gore's National Performance Review Board 
has just recognized Richard Green of the Occupa
tional Safety and Health Administration, who wrote a 
computer program to streamline OSHA compliance. 
Last Friday the programmer accepted the award- as 
Jewel Margueritta Cameroon, the woman to whom 
the former Mr. Green is reinventing himself. 

He/she sent a letter to the Washington Post to in
form them that by the time they read it, he'd be some
one else. "I am in the process of changing my legal 
name to J ewelia Margueritta Cameroon and my legal 
gender to female." So, although Green/Cameroon 
wrote the program as a man, he/she would accept the 
award as a "transgendered female," on behalf of "me, 
other transpeople, and America." A similar letter 
went to Vice President and Mrs. Gore, imploring the 
veep to attend, since the award ceremony would be 
"greatly enhanced if either of you would congratulate 
me personally and shake my hand." Green/Cameroon 
a onetime Navy submarine crewman, didn't want to 
overplay his/her hand. "I understand," he/she wrote, 
"how your staff might be wary of allowing America to 
see an image of you and Ms. Gore touching me." 

Midwestern 
School of Preaching 

o 2-year course of study ~ 
o Study entire Bible text :· • 
o Practical and foundational fields ~ 

fully covered 
o Wives program ~ 
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o Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
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David Dalton, Dean 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Quesll11n: 
Brother Meador, would you please comment on the 
topic of happiness as it relates to the Christian life. 

Answer: 
In every community there are those searching to find 
some purpose for their existence, while others are 
trying to reassemble the broken pieces of a once pro
ductive life. Also there are those who have found 
meaning and genuine happiness in their lives. 

Because so many are looking for an alternative to 
their present style of thinking and living, there are 
obvious questions that come to mind: "Why do these 
differences exist? Why are some excited about life, 
while others seem cynical and cold? Is there sup
posed to be some meaning to my life? And, What is 
the pathway to the fife of abundant and satisfying 
happiness? 

The answers to these and many like questions 
come from a book written many thousands of years 
ago. The Bible, authored by the direct inspiration of 
God (2 Tim. 3: 16-17) is the source book to be con
sulted about the great issues of life. It is the only 
book which fulfills its promise to lead to a great ap
preciation and respect for life (both physical and 
spiritual). 

Respect for God leads to Genuine Happiness 
Happiness is always the result of a greater value, that 
is, respect for God (Psa. 128:1-2; Prov. 28:14). Such 
respect leads one to obey God (Psa. 40:8; John 3:36, 
13:17; Acts 2:14-47). This obedience results in true 
fellowship and trust in God for provision and protec
tion (1 John 1:5-7; Prov. 16:20; Phil. 4:6-7). 

Salvation Is Genuine Happiness 
When one obeys the Gospel, as preached in the sec
ond chapter of Acts, it produces great peace and hap
piness (Acts 2:42-47; 8:38-39). This joy, produced in 
the lives of first-century Christians, was far more 
real than the temporary rush of emotional excite
ment, which so many want to experience. It is vain to 
search for happiness while thinking it to be a quick 
fix to bandage the wounds of guilt. 

Happiness is the by-product of living in harmony 
with God's will. It results from a lifestyle in confor
mity to Christ. 

To seek after happiness in any other way only 
causes one to confuse happiness with humanistic 
self-fulfillment. While the former can last into eter
nity, the latter leads to self-destruction. 

Seeking Self Interests Prevents Genuine Happiness 
The sometimes subtle, yet formidable, philosophies 
of humanism and hedonism (which are Satanic in ori
gin and sinful in method) have influenced many, even 
in the church, to make happiness and personal satis
faction the central features of life. At times we all 
give in to the temptation of self-indulgence or 
self-gratification, whether at home, in school, on the 
job, or even in matters supposedly spiritual in nature. 
But to make such a continual habit of expectation is 
to ensure the destruction of spiritual character (Luke 
14:15-24). 

Although we often seek to make excuses for our 
own selfish behavior, there can be no doubt that such 
is always the result of succumbing to the malady 
commonly known as "I" disease. Ironically, the main 
symptom of this disease is the tendency toward dis
content and faultfinding (that is, discontent with ey
erything that doesn't go our own way, and finding 
fault with everybody but oneself), 1 Peter 1:8; Rom. 
12:12; Psa. 51:12; Matt. 7:1-5. 

The real effect of "I" disease is that it never really 
leads to genuine and lasting happiness, joy, or peace. 
Yet, Satan, the infectious carrier of this disease (who 
is also the lord of deception), would love to convince 
as many as possible that pleasing self, as a disguised 
servant of Christ, even in the supposed name of reli
gion and spiri tuality, will lead one to find genuine 
contentment with God. That is the big lie that Satan 
has promoted for centuries among "pious" people. 

Bible lnfonet 
. http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 
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Such concourse of life leads instead to vain and 
empty relationships; vain and empty religion; vain and 
empty spirituality, and vain and empty Christianity 
(Mark 7:6). The devil used such tactics in the Garden 
of Eden, and he continues still (1 John 2:15-17). 

Guidelines for Genuine Happiness 

Creath Davis has observed that: Any person who 
makes his own happiness to be the top priority of his 
life will experience only frustration. Jesus clearly in
dicated that anyone who selfishly grasps his own life 
actually forfeits any chance of experiencing real life 
(Matt. 16:25). 

He also observed that happiness is a state of be
ing that is produced by living in harmony with God's 
will. As such, let us note some of the following items 
concerning true happiness that Davis discusses: 

Happiness, according to the Psalmist and others, 
comes to those people who allow the living God to be 
Lord of their life (Psa. 144:15; Prov. 16:20). 

Happiness comes only to those who learn how to 
relate well to others (Psa. 133:1; Matt. 19:18-19; 1 
Cor. 13). It may be said that a person is as rich or as 
poor as the quality of his personal relationships. 
Without caring relationships, we remain alone and 
discontent. Here communication is the key. We can 
never assume too much in an interpersonal relation
ship. Such relationships must be carefully cultivated, 
using scriptural principles. 

A person so preoccupied with his own anxiety 
and depression that he cannot lay aside his defensive 
attitude to form deep friendships or to respond to 
life spontaneously, will experience little or no happi
ness. Cold rigidity in the personality blocks the pro
cesses of growth in our spirituality. 
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thus in others, does not distort reality to fit his 
wishes. True happiness must be reality-based - it is 
not an illusion. Nor can we mold the world to fit our 
own expectations. 

Finally, happiness comes to those who possess 
true wisdom (Prov. 3:13}. The person who possesses 
true spiritual wisdom will reflect a wholesome bal
ance in his life (Phil. 4:5-9, 12). As Creath Davis 
once again states: 

The wise person does not give himself to pe
ripheral issues, nor is he caught pursuing tan
gents (Matt. 23:23). His is a life of faith, won
der, gratitude, and hope, which produces an 
enthusiasm for living and opens the door for 
happiness. 

The Christian is to live after the example of 
Christ. Jesus came to give us spiritual life (through 
our obedience to the Gospel and by our yielding our 
will to his will), and he came to give it more abun
dantly (the higher state of living that is afforded to 
each Christian). May each of us act upon the divine 
principles given in the Bible so that we might live our 
lives as pleasing unto God and as true examples unto 
our fellow man. 8900 Manchaca Rd. 

Austin, TX 78748 
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-England-

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. 

Craig - Downtown ·ch~;ch of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Cambridge-South Cambridge Church of Christ, Arcadia - Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. W. Hickory St.(~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" P.O. Box 1206, Ar~d!~ ~~ 34265 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanks, serving •tt: ·wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4~2.1: •• 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 
10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecant~ ~;e; :.._ Lecanto Church of 
Chris~ 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 

Gainesville- 39th. A~~ Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 

-Alabama- 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy (904) 376-4343 or ~~3;~2?7. 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
778-8955 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. 
K. Gosse~ preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumely Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 
665-8060. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Chris~ 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., !'.e~ •• ~:30 p.m. 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872); •••• 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0651, To~y. ~!l~iams, youth minister. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest 
Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Chris~ 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1651 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebel~ rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) ?~~-!~4, 722-1871. 
Virginia -Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 141-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Chris~ 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Chris~ 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., ~~d;? .p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington- Sunny View Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 156-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

-Nebraska-
omaha- Sunny Slope Church of Chris~ 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles ~e.s~ ~f. Mobile Hwy.) 
Sarasota _ Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, Rocky Mount- Church of Chris~ 1040 Hill St. 

H I
'd 1 s 

9 30 10 30 6 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 

Pasadena, 1727 Kln~;l~~ Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210 .F~.~ on Altadena Dr. 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

Ca='g.Bi~~ ~BRIST 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

next to o 1 ay nn. un. : ' : a.m., 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 P·"!· .'!e~~ Stilwell, minister. 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). . . . . . 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Chris~ 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundati.o~ ~~reship. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near ~PN~~ (513) 252-9444 • 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma- Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Chris~ 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 

Oklahoma City- Barnes Church of Christ, SE 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
59th,~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 preachcr.intemet:h"!':'':V~~-wt.net/-dgal 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in English and Spanish.) 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies. (405) 732-1050 or 
739-0705. 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Chris~ 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Chris~ 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Chris~ 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Chris~ 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. jimmie B. Hill, minister. 
Memphis - Knight • kn~id Church of Chris~ 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 
Mt. Juliet - The Viliag;; Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 nonh of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65- 25 miles nonh of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, 643-1021, 643-9404. ..... 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
am., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 
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Burnet- Burnet Church of Christ, Hwy. 281 S, 
mail Rt. 2 Box 11F, 78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell 
Debo, min. Home of Central Texas Lectureship ..... 
Denton - Pearl Street Church of Chris~ 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. . . . . . 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Chris~ 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7;3.0. ~'!m Brigh~ evangelist. 

Hurst- Nonheast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. . .... 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Undell Mitchell, minister. ..... 
Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy 
J. Hicks, Gordon Br~"!e!,.l!reachers. 

Redwater - Church of Chris~ Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. ..... 
Richwood- Church of Chris~ 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. ..... 
Roanoke-Church of Christ, Rusk &Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

San Antonio - She~~.;d~;h Church of Chris~ 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio- Nonh;~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499 • 

Schertz- Church of Ch;i;t, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Chris~ 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-?~3.7: • 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton- Hampto~ ·ch~;ch of Chris~ 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Max Meadows - Ft~ Chi;;ell Church of Chris~ 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mile S.l-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) ~3.8;~4~6. 
Sheridan - Nonhside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 
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Preachers Wanted of Christ, P.O. Box 177, St. Albans, WV 25177. 
Call (304) 727-8175 anytime. Evenings (304) 
755-4564 or (304) 768-4658. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
prices. For free, list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 
38340. We also buy religious books and libraries. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hel/1 (1994)- $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX"78230· 
2504, (210) 696-5532. -~ 

Parables or Our Lord, reproducible Bible class· · 
book for Junior High through Adult: $10.00. 
Louis Rushmore, email rushmore@weir.nct; call 
toll free (888) 725-Study. Or write 4325 
Southeast Drive, Steubenville, Ohio 43952·3353 

Miscellaneous The Church of Christ meeting at 2424 Norkenzie 
Rd, Eugene, OR 97408 is currently searching for 
a full-time minister. Please mail r~sum~ to: Attn. 
Elders at the above address. E-mail: 
qumran@efn.org Phone: (541) 687-9351, fax is 
the same. 

Currently looking for sound gospel preacher. 
Send r~sum~ to Elders, Carriage Oaks Church of 
Ch · 566 Sh d d · Church pews· (free)· 13 pews; 18 ft: burgundy 

rast, 1 e R ·• Bossaer City, LA 71111• w/padding. Contact Hiram Church of Christ, 3947 

Full-time minister wanted for small congregation 
of about 60. Salary, house, and utilities provided. 
Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 269, 
Elba AL 36323 

Central California congregation in Bakersfield is 
seeking full-time minister who is committed to 
personal work and growth. Must be doctrinally 
sound and energetic; experience desired. 
Compensation negotiable. Congregation of 130 
has large, modern facility. Please send audio and 
video-taped sermons and personal references 
from churches to Elders, OjJdale Church of Christ, 
2912 N. Chester, Bakersfield, CA 93308, or call 
Larry Mixon (805) 327-2054 8:00 am. to 5:00 
p.m. Pacific Standard Time. 

Church of Christ in Kalispell, Montana, seeks an 
experienced preacher. Minimum of ten years full· 
time experience. Our congregation size is 225 to 
250 people. Modern building with Sunday class 
facilities. Preacher residence is provided. Beautiful 
area with small-town atmosphere. Married family 
man preferred. Send complete r~sum~ and video 
tape of a recent lesson. Call (406) 752·8260 or 
(406) 257-5649 for more information, evenings 
only. 

Congregation of 180 members is seeking a 
biblically sound conservative evangelist committed 
to personal work and growth, able to relate to 
all age groups. Salary will be based on experience 
and education. Send r&um~ and audio-video 
taped sermons to Elders, Washington St. Church 

SaveZO% 
• My Wonderful Salvation 

by Harvey Childress .............................. $2.50 
• Church-Sponsored Missions 

by Phillip W. Elkins ................................ $3.00 

• Sanctification and the Christian 
by Jeanette Kee .................................... $4.00 

• The Witnesses Jehovah 
by Dewey Fogerson ............................... $4.00 

• The Ten Commandments, Yesterday 
and Today by Burton Coffman •••.•..••••••• $4.50 

• Putting the Pearls In Place 
by Bill Stewaff ........................................ $4.00 

Please send no money. 
We will bill you the aale price plua ahlpplng. 

Firm Foundation • 1-800-572-3619 

Rural church needs preacher well grounded in Nebo Rd.; Hiram, GA 30141. Bill Harris (770) 
the truth. Age 45 up. Congregation of 70·80 439·9710 or Bill Hardin (770) 445-4081 
members. 3-BR home, utilities paid. 12 miles 
east of Camden, AR. Call Roland Nichols (501) 
574·2235 or Bob McClendon (501) 574-0707. 

Attention School of Preaching Graduates! Earn 
your bachelor's degree without leaving your 
present ministry. No tuition! J.J. Turner, Director, 
Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. 
Lamar St., Denver, CO 80227, (800) 766-4641 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of 
Christ, 11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or 
phone (303) 841-7594 or (303) 799-4664• Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 

Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
Minister wanted: Country congregation of 35 
members, seeking a sound, experienced minister. 
Home, utilities and partial support provided. 
Contact Johnny Jordan (601) 267-9554 or Larry 
Newsom (601) 289·3945, Nile Church of Christ, 
RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, Mississippi 39051. 

Retired conservative preacher needed for con· 
gregation of approx. 25. Call or write: Ed 
Spomer, P.O. Box 5665, Cheyenne WY 82003. 
(307) 634-3027 

Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send r~sum~ and 
video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and intro 
of family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 
Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667· 
6708. 

The Church of Christ in Boulder City, Nevada is 
looking for a full-time pulpit minister. Boulder 
City is located approximately 23 miles SE of Las 
Vegas. We are looking for a person, sound in 
the Word, who can work with us to continue to 
build the church in this locality. Information about 
salary and housing can be obtained by contacting 
us. Interested parties please send r~sum~ and 
tape to Church of Christ, 845 Cottonwood St., 
Boulder City, NV 89005, or call and leave a 
message at (702) 293-4019. 

For Sale 
"Back to the Bible" Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8 lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-551-8571 for 
details. 

POWER Lectureship Books: Dangerous 'Isms 
(1997), The Two Covenants (1996), The Major 
Prophets (1995), The Providence of God (1989) 
$15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) $12.00. 
Order from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393· 
2690. Add $2.00 shipping 8c handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299· 
1475. 

The Southside Church of Christ in Lubbock, 
Texas, is making Gordon Brewer, one of its 
ministers, available to congregations for 
meetings, interim preaching, or conducting 
the following workshops: 
1. Journeying with Those Who Grieve 

2. Growing a Local Congregation 

3. Making Worship Meaningful 

4. Holding Successful Home Bible Studies 

S. Understanding Angels 
6. The Godhead: Roles and Functions 
7. Before the I Do: Roles of Husband 

and Wife 

Brother Brewer brings over 40 years experience 
-as preacher, missionary, and elder- to 
his task. We, the elders at Southside, believe 
he has the wisdom to help wiih problems 
that develop in local congregations. 

The only cost to your congregation Is 
brother Brewer's expenses. 

Please call 
Gordon Brewer, (806) 7454496 

The elders at Southside: 
Malcolm Young (806) 795-2640 

Dale Stone (806) 841-3422. 
Personal references: 

Tommy Hicks (g06) 798-1019 
B. A. (Buster) Dobbs (281) 469-3102 

"Seek and Ye Shall Find" 
The best opportunity I've found in SO years 

to earn money and enjoy my work. 
Perhaps you can also. Let's talk about iL 

Call free 1-800-708-6237. 
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~ Bach in print 

by popular deu~and 
SDN Theory of Music 
by Dean, Acuff, and Evrldge 

Long used in the teaching of music in the church, singing schools, and classes. 
68 pages ............................ $2.50 

Tradition & History of the Early Churches of Christ 
In Central Europe 
by Grimm and Schug 

Traces the development of the church In Central Europe. 
44 pages .•...............•..•...••.. $3.00 

Simplified Bible Lessons 
on the Old and New Testaments 
by G. H. P. Showalter and ·W. M. Davis 

For Intermediate and advanced grades In Bible schools, special drills, prayer 
meetings, devotionals, Bible reading and other class work, or individual study of the 
Bible. Each lesson Is a series of questions. The lessons are a complete study of 
the Bible beginning In Genesis and continuing through Revelation. By using one 
lesson per week, the entire Bible can be studied in two years. 
149 pages .•.•......•...•..•.•.•..• $4.00 

Suddenly It's Springtime 
by Vessa Harper 

Vita/lessons for young ladies approaching adulthood. 
130 pages ......................... $6.50 
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The Body of the Sermon 
By Jess Hall 

The sermon's theme sets the strategy and the 
goal for the sermon. The sermon's body ex
ecutes the strategy for reaching that goal. The 

absence of a workable strategy leads to wandering in 
the wilderness without any hope of reaching the 
Promised Land. A workable strategy requires deter
mining what points to make, the number of points 
and sub-points to make, and what materials are cho
sen to support them. The sermon's introduction de
termines whether the hearers will listen. The body of 
the sermon determines whether they will remember 
anything that they hear. 

How are main points of a sermon developed? 
The preacher should get his purpose or theme firmly 
in mind and then brainstorm. He should think about 
what the text means, but he must not stop there. 
What the passage means is academic unless he goes 
on to discern the message of the text for today's 
world. It is a good practice to anticipate the ques
tions that the hearers (not the preacher) will ask 
about the passage and attempt to answer them. 
"How does this passage relate to my work life?" 
"Why should I be interested in sheep herders?" 
Hearers rarely ask what the Greek or Hebrew 
means, or what Noah Webster says about a word. 
They may even care less about how many times a 
word is used in the Scripture. Once all of these 
thoughts have been gathered, those that relate to the 
text but do not relate to the theme or purpose must 
be eliminated. Those remaining should be grouped 
into general subject areas. Then, that group that best 

addresses the theme should be selected. 
From the selected group, the points should be di

vided into subject areas. The subject areas should be 
placed in natural order, arranged according to the 
sermon's purpose. They should be progressive in 
movement, e.g. chronological or logical. Their ar
rangement should be in steps, one after another, or
ganized according to the sermon's purpose, leading 
in the desired direction, toward the selected destina
tion. As far as possible, the main points should be 
parallel in form. This assists the preacher in presen
tation (easier to remember and helps free him from 
notes), and it assists the hearers in listening. For ex
ample, if the main points are parallel in form, the 
hearers will recognize each of them. If each of the 
main points has an anchor clause that is common to 
each and related to the theme, the main points will 
serve as road-signs that lead the hearers to the theme 
or goal. All of the main points should be designed to 
help the hearers remember the dominant point or 
theme. The preacher who expects his hearers to re
member the sermon's details expects the impossible. 
If he does not have a theme, and if the main points do 
not support and drive home the theme, it is more 
likely that the hearers will remember nothing. 

Each main point should make only one point and 
it should relate to the theme in content. The main 
points develop and support the theme; the sub
points develop and support the main points. The sub
points may illustrate (instruct the hearers by compar
ing the known to the unknown), persuade (address 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Iron-head 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

S orne would leave the impression that if a 
person is loyal to the law of the Lord, he 
is hard-headed and mean-spirited. Such 

people are disdained for believing in a legal
istic system and thinking they can merit eternal 
grace. 

The "kind and benevolent" souls that casti
gate the law-abiding majority will not answer 
straightforward questions. They shoot their can
nons and then run and hide. The essence of sincerity is a willingness 
to question and be questioned. When a person avoids honorable 
dispute, he is a coward and lacking in basic honesty. 

Here are a few questions that no religious liberal on earth will 
dare to answer: 

• Is there anything for a person to do in connection with sal
vation? 

• If yes, what? Is this required? Is it optional? 
• Are sinners made free from the law of sin and death by the 

law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus? 
• Is the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus law? 
• Is law legal? 
• Is law systematic? 
• If we are saved by the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, 

are we saved by a legal system? (See Rom. 8:2-3). 
• Are we under the law of Christ? (See Gal. 6:2). 
• Is there merit in obeying the New Testament command to 

be baptized for the remission of sins? 
• Is it possible for those who have not defiled their garments 

to be worthy to walk with Christ in white? (See Rev. 3:4). 
• If God tells the sinner to believe and be baptized to be saved 

and a sinner does what God tells him to do, is God obligated to 
save that person? 

• Can God lie? 
Let me again assure you that no religious liberal on earth will 

answer these questions. He cannot answer honestly and remain a 
sincere liberal. The Bible does emphatically talk about law. Law is 
legal and systematic- a legal system in its very nature. Those who 
have problems with this, have difficulty with God himself. 

God is the author of natural (or providential) law. Electricity, 
water, air, gravity, magnetism, etc. are governed by God-given law. 
If this were not true, we could not survive. Electricity always be
haves in a prescribed and uniform manner. This, of course, does 



not mean that catastrophic events have not occurred (the 
Noachian flood, for example), but it is to say that even cataclysm 
is governed by God-ordained laws. Thank God for law. The life is 
in the seed, and the seed produces after its own kind, according to 
the appointment (law) of the Creator. This immutable rule puts 
bread on the table and a roof over the head. Natural law applies to 
every one and is modified for no one, except in the case of first
century miracles. 

God is also the author of unchanging, moral law. It is wrong to 
murder. Cain knew that before he killed Abel and, therefore, at
tempted to hide both the corpse and his bloodstained hands. God 
would have none of it. Lying, stealing, false witness, drunkenness, 
homosexuality, witchcraft, fornication are wrong. There is never a 
time when an immoral thing becomes moral- or even acceptable. 
(Situation ethics notwithstanding.) Moral law applies to every 
man, woman and child in the entire universe. It is stamped upon 
our members and written in our nature. Creation clearly ·shows a 
benevolent and merciful Creator. The order and design of earth, 
sun, moon, and stars reveal plainly a cause that is systematic and 
disciplined. The ethical maxims revealed in nature and placed by 
the Maker in the heart of the creature are laws that cannot be vio
lated without dire and eternal consequences. Violation of moral 
rules has repercussion in the providential or natural realm. Pro
miscuity, for instance, popularizes, if it does not cause, A(cquired) 
l(mmune) D(eficiency) S(yndrome), or AIDS. Because of the unal
terable law of the God who made us and the creature's reckless 
disregard of basic morality, the guilty, and sometimes even the in
nocent, suffer. 

God also gives positive divine precepts, or amoral laws. The 
thing commanded or forbidden may not be wrong within itself, it 
may not be a part of the system of laws by which the universe is 
held together, but it is a requirement of the Creator. It is change
less law. God told Adam and Eve not to eat of the tree which was in 
the midst of Eden. The fruit of all other trees in the garden was 
lawful, but the fruit of that one tree was forbidden and therefore 
unlawful. It was wrong to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, not because of the thing itself, but because God said so. 

An example of positive divine law is the New Testament re
quirement to be baptized to wash away sins (Acts 22:16). There is 
no explainable connection between baptism and removing sins. 
(New Testament baptism, of course, to be effective in the taking 
away of sins, must be presupposed by faith and repentance as re
quired in Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38.) No living person can show a 
necessary connection between being buried in water and the re
moval of sins. It finds its merit solely in obedience to the will of 
God. We do it because the Lord tells us to do it. 

Peter put it this way: "which also after a true likeness doth now 
save you, even baptism, not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, 
but the interrogation of a good conscience toward God, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21). The inspired apostle 
speaks, in the context, of the salvation of eight souls in Noah's day 
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by water, and says that in that exact likeness the obe
dient believer is saved by baptism. The New Testa
ment teaches salvation at the point of baptism, and not 
before baptism. Simon Peter said that as the water of 
the flood in Noah's time separated the sinful and the 
clean world, so also after a true likeness does baptism 
now save you. Baptism is the line of demarcation be
tween sin and salvation. It is the point at which the 
sinner is regenerated ijohn 3:5). 

That is law. It is the highest of all laws. It is higher 
than the law of the mother, or the law of the hus
band, or the law of the land, or the law of gravity, or 
even moral precepts. It is a sublime law because God 
demands it- without rhyme or reason. It is a matter 
of graciously and spontaneously doing what God 
tells you to do simply because God tells you to do it. 
Peter says it "is the answering (interrogation) of a 
good conscience toward God." There are, of course, 
other positive divine precepts equally high (a cap
pella singing in worship, for instance), but this illus
trates the point. 

The revelation of Jesus is called a testament 
(Heb. 9:16-17). It is the New Testament. Testament 
is a legal term. It is, according to Thayer, a will or 
compact. It is also called a covenant and means "a 
contract." These are legal terms and indicate a for
mal agreement. It is also called a law (Rom. 8 :2; 1 
Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2; James 1:25). Thayer says the 
word translated law means, "anything established, a 
custom, a law, a command: a law or rule producing a 
state approved of God, a precept or injunction, the 
moral instruction given by Christ." 

The New Testament is as much law as is the Old 
Testament. The law of Christ is as much law as is the 
law of Moses. 

God rules by law whether in nature, morals, or 
religion. Jesus offends people who are repulsed by 
law. Jesus taught and kept law. He expects the same 
from his followers. 

People, under the influence of the flesh, often at
tempt to get rid of law. They use various schemes to 
discount rules and try to say that we are not under a 
system of law. 

The earliest trace of the sophist tradition is 
found in the teaching of Tisias and Corax. Major 
philosophers (most notably, Socrates and Plato) 
harshly criticized their tradition as not intellectual 
and an immoral profession. Plato thought sophists 
were more concerned with appearances than sub
stance. In Plato's play, Gorgias, he has the character 
of Socrates accuse the rhetorician/sophist Gorgias of 
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specializing in making the bad case seem best and the 
best case seem bad. Gorgias' anti-foundationalist be
lief that "nothing actually exists ... but even if it did, 
it would be incomprehensible to man •.• but that, 
even if anything were to be comprehended, it could 
not be articulated and communicated to others." 

This sounds like Shelly's baseless claims about 
God-talk and man-talk, and Tippens' (professor at 
ACU) ideas about deconstructionism. 

Christianity provides the ultimate in higher au
thorities: the Word of God as revealed in scripture. 

The New Testament is a legal system. Do not be 
ashamed of that - for to do so is to be ashamed of 
the gospel (Rom. 1:16). The word law is not un
known to New Testament writers, but occurs fre
quently in their writings. Here are a few instances: 

• Romans 3:27: "Where then is the glorying? It is 
excluded. By what manner of law? of works? Nay: but 
by a law of faith." The Holy Spirit, through Paul, 
speaks of "a law of faith." (It is interesting to note that 
the translators of the NIY, in their prejudice against 
law, fail to translate the word numos, which is in the 
Greek text, but render the phrase "but on that of 
faith." The word for "law" is in the text but it is ig
nored by the NIY. How sad! How revealing!) 

• Romans 5:13: "[S]in is not imputed when 
there is no law." Get that! No law- no sin. If we are 
not under law because we are under grace, as some 
say, then there is no sin because sin is a transgression 
of law. If no sin, there is no need of salvation. If there 
is no need of salvation, the cross was a colossal blun
der. It also follows that all will be saved. (We may as 
well go fishing!) 

• Romans 8:2: "For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of 
death." If we are not under the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ, we are under the law of sin and death. One 
law frees us from another law. Without the law that 
frees, we are under the sentence of death. "Ye shall 
know the truth and the truth shall make you free." 
There is a connection between "law" and "truth." 

• 1 Corinthians 9:21: "[T]o them that are with
out law, as without law, not being without law to God, 
but under law to Christ, that I might gain them that are 
without law." Paul thought he was under law to God 
and to Christ. If you don't like this, blame Paul. 

• Hebrews 8:10: "For this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel After those days, 
saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, 
And on their heart also will I write them: And I will 
be to them a God, And they shall be to me a people." 



The new covenant consists of "laws" in the mind and parents. It is wicked for the creature to deny the con-
on the heart. trol of the Creator. It is insurrection for the servant 

• James 1:25: "But he that looketh into the per- to overthrow the Master. Religious liberals, who ad-
feet law, the law of liberty, and so continueth, being vocate insubordination to deity, are guilty of heinous 
not a hearer that forgetteth but a doer that worketh, and inexcusable conduct. The first rule is to fear and 
this man shall be blessed in his doing." honor God; the first commandment with promise is 

• James 2:8 "Howbeit if ye fulfil the royal law, to honor father and mother. That is basic to common 
according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neigh- decency and fundamental to happiness. 
bor as thyself, ye do well." When it comes to the rule of the road, which 

The Bible puts great emphasis on doing and on God has given, let us resolve to be iron-headed. Jesus 
works. Obedience is the "stern daughter of the voice was so determined to be faithful to his heavenly Fa-
of God." From Eden forward the forces of evil have ther that he 
attempted to discredit the legal authority of God and humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto 
dilute his Word. Since the serpent tempted the first death, yea, the death of the cross. Wherefore 

also God highly exalted him, and gave unto 
pair with the taunting statement, "Yea, hath God him the name which is above every name; that 
said," it has been the strategy of infernal beings to in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
encourage rebellion to divine instructions. It is dia- things in heaven and things on earth and things 
bolical to entice people to transgress law and disre- under the earth, and that every tongue should 

d 1 d k d confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of gar rules. It is a so a irect attac upon Go 's God the Father. P.o. Box 
690192 

power and therefore upon his very being. Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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What Is Preaching? 
(continued from page 1) 

the hearer's will), analyze (establish the main point 
by logic), or teach (provide information). Care must 
be taken with the latter or the sermon will deterio
rate into mere intellectualism. 

How many main points should the body have? 
Although there are different views, as well as reason
able exceptions for special sermons, the general rule 
is usually three, and not more than four. If there are 
more, the-preacher must either preach too long or 
develop one point adequately and give short shrift to 
the rest. If the preacher has three main points and 
spends fifteen minutes on the first one, it doesn't 
take a math genius to determine that, if each point is 
given equal treatment, the preacher has at least 3 0 
minutes to go when he says, "My second point is •.• " 
The resulting groan may be inaudible, but it is none
theless real. 

Rapid shifts in subject matter will cause hearers 
first. to wear out and then to tune out. The truth is 
that they don't have much choice. It is like being 
force fed faster than you can chew and swallow. It 
doesn't take long to choke. There is some evidence 
that the problem of pace increases with the size of 
the audience. The best preacher probably cannot 
hold group attention longer than four minutes per 
subject. This means that not over five or six points 
can be made in a twenty-five to thirty minute ser
mon. The preacher can present more points, but he 
can make no more points because they will not soak 
in. Much like a fast-falling rain, the water (points) 
runs off the soil (mind) b~fore it can penetrate. 

Someone may object that if the sermon moves at 
a slow pace the hearers will think that the preacher is 
not smart, or that the preacher will appear more 
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learned if he crams as much as possible into the ser
mon and delivers it as rapid fire as possible. The ob
jection is not well taken. First, it belies the experi
ence of the ages. More importantly (and more disap
pointingly), it indicates that the preacher is more in
terested in impressing his hearers with himself than 
with the Christ. 

A good test to determine proper organization 
may be to request some of the hearers to take notes. 
Can they detect the introduction, body, and conclu
sion? Can they detect the main points and the sub
points under each? If they can't because of sloppy 
transitions, merging or camouflaging of points, or 
lack of clarity, the sermon fails, and so does the 
preacher. Preachers have a weighty responsibility. 
Why should they think that God would not hold 
them accountable if their lack of preparation hinders 
the proclamation of the gospel? 10880 Memorial Dr. 

Houston. TX 77024 
1 02343.174@compuserve.eom 
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The Religion of Evolution 
By Bill Lockwood 

Evolutionists, who believe that man's origin can 
be explained by the theory that he has devel
oped from lower forms of life over eons -

billions of years, charge Bible believers with clutch
ing an unfounded "faith" in God and Jesus Christ. 
This is ironic. Bible faith is grounded upon historical 
evidence (Heb. 11: 1). It is the evolutionist who takes 
a leap in the dark, believing what he wishes without 
support of fact. The evolutionary theory seems to 
adopt mythical proportions in the same vein as an
cient legends. 

First, evolutionists themselves classify their 
theorems as a religious faith, equaling a myth. Louis 
T. More said: 

The more one studies paleontology the more 
certain one becomes that evolution is based on 
faith alone; exactly the same sort of faith which 
it is necessary to have when one encounters the 
great mysteries of religion (Dogma of Evolu
tion, 1925, quoted by james Bales, Evolution 
and the Scientific Method). 

Philip Johnson, in his recent devastating look at 
Darwinism, wrote: 

The continual efforts to base a religion or ethi
cal system upon evolution are not an aberra
tion, and practically all the most prominent 
Darwinist writers have tried their hand at it. 
Darwinist evolution is an imaginative story 
about who we are and where we came from, 
which is to say it is a creation myth (Darwin on 
Trial, p. 133). 

Second, not only is evolution admitted to be reli
gious in its proportions, but also is merely a theory, 
not fact. This is not parallel to the Bible's definition 
of "faith" but it is parallel to the conception of bibli
cal faith in the minds of unbelievers. Michael Den
ton, an Australian molecular biologist, observed, 
"Darwin's model of evolution is still very much a 
theory and still very much in doubt: .. . it is impos
sible to verify by experiment or direct observation as 
is normal in science" (Evolution: A Theory in Crisis, 
pp. 75-76). 

Again, Denton wrote: 
Ultimately the Darwinian theory of evolution is 
no more or less than the great cosmic myth of 
the twentieth century. Like the Genesis based 
cosmology it replaced, and like the creation 

myths of ancient man, it satisfies the same deep 
psychological need for an all embracing expla
nation for the origin of the world which has 
motivated all the cosmogenic myth-makers of 
the past (p. 358). 

Consider what one evolutionist proposed as to 
the origin of life: 

Perhaps the primordial atom that then ex
ploded was but an episode in the eternal (and 
perhaps cyclical) career of matter/energy. Possi
bly a supersensuous first cause created that 
atom just before it blew up. Perhaps the pri
mordial atom came into existence spontane
ously, i.e., out of nothingness without cause 
(acausally), or perhaps it was self-created, what
ever that might mean when applied to a pri
mordial atom bent on exploding (Delos 
McKown, Myth-Maker's Magic, p. 135). 

Of course, Dr. McKown's several alternatives 
are unscientific myths founded upon the imaginative 
processes of one "bent" on refusing to consider that 
an all-powerful God created the universe. It seems 
he is the most magical myth maker of all. 

Third, evolutionists even propose a god - after 
their own will. For example, consider Philip Johnson's 
observation regarding Francis Crick. Crick is a 
Nobel prize winning scientist, a co-discoverer of 
the DNA. Crick has toyed with the idea of "pansper
mia," the notion that life was "seeded" upon the 
earth in the long ago by alien space creatures. Johnson 
writes: 

Crick would be scornful of any scientist who 
gave up on scientific research and ascribed the 
origin of life to a supernatural Creator. But di
rected panspermia amounts to the same thing. 
The same limitations that made it impossible 
for the extraterrestrials to journey to earth will 
make it impossible for scientists ever to inspect 
their planet •••• Those who are tempted to ridi
cule directed panspermia should restrain them
selves, because Crick's extraterrestrials are not 
more invisible than the universe of ancestors 
that earthbound Darwinists have to invoke 
(Darwin on Trial, pp. 11 0-111). 

Not only have scientists seriously suggested 
panspermia, but Darwin himself clothed the process 
of "natural selection" with the qualities and at
tributes of an intelligent, creative being such as 
"scrutinizing," "rejecting," and "preserving" (See 
Johnson, p. 58). 
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Fourth, evolutionists even propose miracles, just 
as long as God is not the miracle worker. Richard 
Dawkins, an outspoken atheistic evolutionist, has ar
gued that "An apparently (to ordinary human con
sciousness) miraculous theory is exactly the kind of 
theory we should be looking for in the particular 
matter of the origin of life" (quoted by Johnson p. 
106). Jacques Monod, another ardent evolutionist, 
described the "origin of the genetic code" as the ma
jor problem for evolutionists. "Indeed, it is not so 
much a problem as a veritable enigma," he mused. 

Thomas H. Huxley, known popularly as 
"Darwin's bulldog" for his vociferous defense of 
Darwinism, said he believed that "There is no absur
dity in theology so great that you cannot parallel it by 
a greater absurdity in nature (Life and Letters, 
1:259). 

Francis Crick frankly admitted that, "An honest 
man, armed with all the knowledge available to us 
now, could only state that in some sense, the origin of 
life appears at the moment to be almost a miracle, so 
many are the conditions which would have had to 
have been satisfied to get it going" (Life Itsel£ 1981, 
p. 88). 
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The famous American astronomer and naturalist 
Carl Sagan (deceased) tells us: 

[T]he discovery of life on one other planet -
e.g. Mars - can , in the words of the American 
physicist Philip Morrison, of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, transform the origin of 
life from a miracle to a statistic (Intelligent Life in 
the Universe, 1977, p. 358). 

Michael Denton, in his superb work mentioned 
above, concludes a notice of such admissions as 
Sagan offered with this: 

The complexity of the simplest known type of 
cell is so great that it is impossible to accept that 
such an. object could have been thrown to
gether suddenly by some kind of freakish, vastly 
improbable event. Such an occurrence would 
be indistinguishable from a miracle" (p. 264). 

Fifth, evolutionary theory requires an unfounded 
type of faith for one to accept it. Robert Jastrow is 
perhaps the nation's most prominent astronomer. In 
a book entitled God and the Astronomers~ Jastrow, 
who is an agnostic, one who declares an intelligent 
conclusion cannot be drawn regarding the existence 
of God, confesses: 

There is a kind of religion in science; it is the_re
ligion of a person who believes there is order 
and harmony in the Universe, and every event 
can be explained in a rational way as the product 
of some previous event •••• This religious faith of 
the scientist is violated by the discovery that the 
world had a beginning under conditions in 
which the known laws of physics are not valid (p. 
111-112). 

Sixth, as amazing as it may seem, one scientist, 
W.R. Thompson, who described evolution as a "fairy 
tale for adults," described what he labeled a "hap~ 
tism" insisted upon by those who accept the evolu
tionary dogma. It is the "baptism of our ignorance" 
in which theorems rise to walk in language of fact. 

A seventh consideration is that evolutionists also 
maintain a creed. James Bales writes in Evolution 
and the Scientific Method (p. 53): 

Since it is admitted that it has not been scientifi
cally established, and since it is admitted that 
drastic changes have ohen taken place in these 
fields of study which supposedly sustain evolu
tion, one would think that the majority of evolu
tionists would not be so strongly wedded to the 
hypothesis. However, they are and many of 
them bow down before the sacred cow of evolu
tion and recite the creed: 'I believe. My faith is 
the substance of fossils and other evidence which 
are but hoped for, and other evidence of descent 
which is not seen in the fossil record, the record 
in living nature, or the record in the lab. And yet, 
I do believe that the forces of nature which are 
now working produced results in the past which 



we cannot prove they are producing today. I be
lieve in attributing to nature whatever power is 
necessary for nature to do everything which is 
required to create through evolution.' 

Eighth, one of the editors of the French Encyclo
pedia, Paul Lemoine, characterized the teachers of 
evolution as priests. "Evolution is a sort of dogma in 
which the priests no longer believe but that they 
maintain for their people" (1937, quoted by Bales, 
ibid.). 

Ninth, why do evolutionists/humanists/atheists 
advocate their views so ardently, acting as if evolu
tion has already disproved the biblical account of the 
origin of man? The answer is simple. Conversion. 
Christians are not the only preachers who seek to 
convert mankind to a religious system. 

Thus, evolution, 1) is a myth, 2) is a theory, 3) 
proposes a "god," 4) involves miracles, 5) is an un
founded faith, 6) involves a "baptism," 7) maintains a 

.creed, 8) includes priests, and 9) draws converts. 
The options set before us are only two. "The exist
ence of an intelligent creator is the only alternative 
to belief in life being created by matter and physical 
laws alone" (Paul S. Taylor, Origins Answer Book, p. 
76). There is no third alternative. However, the con
cept that between these two choices we can choose 
between a "religious faith" and "science" is a 
mammoth-sized mistake. Both options involve reli
gious faith, but only one of the two has any historical 
footing - the Bible. 
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12:30p.m ••••••• The Holy Spirit on Pentecost ••••••••••••• Andy Kizer 
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8:00 p.m ....... The Spirit and the Bride Say, Come 

........................................................ Perry Cotham 

39th Street Church of Cbrlst 
15331 East 39th Street 

Independence, Mlssour164055 
(816) 373-4946 or 478-0266 • email jhwilliams@juno.com 

September 1997 9 
Farm Foundation 



Is a Dired Operation of the Holy Spirit 
in Sandification Fatal False Dodrine? 

By Jerry Moffitt 

Since the times of Alexander Campbell our 
brethren have taught that the Spirit operates 
on the human mind in conversion and sancti

fication only through his Word. We have always la
beled a direct operation of the Spirit as false doc
trine. In the debate with the Presbyterian N.L. Rice, 
Alexander Campbell affirmed, "In conversion and 
sanctification the Spirit of God operates on persons 
only through the word" (p. 611). He made this state
ment: "The doctrine which I oppose, so far as it is 
really believed and acted upon, neutralizes preach
ing, annuls the Bible, and perfectly annihilates hu
man responsibility. I know no doctrine more fatal" 
(p. 644). 

We cannot do justice to all that Campbell said in 
the proposition or the statement I have quoted. 
However, I would like to first notice a couple of the 
brethren who agree with him; then give a bare hint 
why a direct operation of the Holy Spirit on the hu
man spirit is not only false doctrine but also fatal 
false doctrine. 

Two Quotes 
E.R. Harper quoted the Baptist J.N. Hall (co-presi
dent of the Hall-Moody Institute), "God's doctrines, 
ordinances and teachings are embodied in his written 
Word and that not beyond, or without them, but in 
conjunction with them, there is a distinct personal 
power of the Holy Spirit." 

Speaking of sister Bass at Highland in Abilene 
brother E.R. Harper says: 

She said she believed that both the Word and 
the Holy Spirit worked together. That is what 
J.N. Hall said, only he used the word 'conjunc
tion.' ••• This is the most destructive of all sup
posed Christian religious doctrines known to 
me. It is as destructive, if not more so, than 
miracles and tongues. It must be stopped in our 
ranks, or we are soon to be a 'forgotten 
people' (p. 65, Harper on the Holy Spirit Issues 
in the Twentieth Century). 

In the open forum at Freed-Hardeman College 
brother Guy N. Woods said this on the subject: 
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It isn't a minor matter that we are dealing with 
here! Don't let anybody leave you with the im
pression that it's not a critical situation. At stake 
here is the all sufficiency of the word of God. 
At stake here is the question of whether or not 
hunches, leadings, indications that people may 
feel must or may be interpreted as leadings of 
the Holy Spirit. That's it and that is a serious 
question and if something is not done about it, 
it's going to cause a major division in the 
church which all of us of course want to avoid. 
But we won't avoid it by sticking our heads in 
the sand and saying it doesn't exist (Guy N. 
Woods, Open Forum, Freed-Hardeman lec
tures, 1967). 

Once when doing mission work in Vermont, I 
studied until daybreak with a Baptist regarding bap
tism. Sometime during the night he took a big black 
cigar our of his mouth, held it in front of my face and 
proudly said, "Someday God is going to take this ci
gar away from me." 

Now suppose some preacher with an ongoing af
fair with a woman not his wife talks to another 
preacher. He knows adultery will send him to hell (1 
Cor. 6:9-11). However, he sobs pitifully and ex
claims after hours of counseling, "I just can't break it 
off. I want to be faithful to my wife but I don't have 
the strength." 

His fellow preacher finally says, "I understand. 
But I believe if you will just be compliant, the Holy 
Spirit, in conjunction with all those passages we have 
studied, will strengthen you, and he will enable you 
to bear his fruit of faithfulness." 

The other preacher says, "I hope so, and soon. I 
just can't obey God's command without direct help." 
He should be told the Bible says he can obey by self
control and faith (1 Cor. 9:23-27). While waiting 
with false hope in his heart he is killed one month 
later, still in the grip of fornication, still waiting for 
that which God never promised. To that man it was 
fatal, false doctrine, though neither preacher thought 
so. 

Brethren, I have tried to put how the doctrine 
will be received, by some, into a conversation. I have 



not made the conversation so much as the doctrine 
will be actually presented. The Baptist who believes 
"once saved always saved" does not actually teach, 
"Go out and sin and enjoy the pleasures of sin, for 
once you are a son you are always a son. Once you 
are saved you are always saved." However, openly or 
not, many gladly receive the teaching that way; the 
consequences follow. So, we view it as fatal, false 
doctrine. 

What Does God Say? 
In part God simply says, "Flee fornication (1 Cor. 
6: 18). "Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving 
against sin" (Heb. 12:4). 

No, there is a power in God's Word (Heb. 4: 12; 
Jer. 23 :29). Its promises, reproofs, rebukes, warn
ings, and exhortations need no mysterious supple
ment to enable the honest and good hearers to bear 
fruit (Luke 8: 15). God requires us to add self
control to our desires (2 Pet. 1:6), cleanse ourselves 
of all defilement of flesh and Spirit, and perfect holi-

ness in the fear of the Lord (2 Cor. 6: 17-7: 1). To 
wait for a direct influence on our mind or heart by 
the Holy Spirit both contradicts and adds to the 
words of the Spirit of truth. With ill will toward 
none, I must believe a direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit on the human spirit is fatal false doctrine. I in
vite you to look at this offer. 

Booklet 
Does the Holy Spirit Operate Directly on the 

Human Spirit in Sanctification, or Only Through the 
Truth? 

Controversial Correspondence Between Roy 
Deaver, Mac Deaver, and Jerry Moffitt and others. 
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Missionary Page -Rod Rutherford, editor 

Zambia School of Biblical Studies 
By Jerry R. Sullins 

The Zambia School of Biblical Studies is the 
result of many years of prayer and planning. 
J.R. Sullins, director of ZSOBS, and his fam

ily were involved in missions in Kenya, East Africa 
(1979-81). During their work in Kenya, several men 
from the country of Botswana were converted. Mr. 
Sullins and these Botswana men hoped that some day 
a school could be established in Botswana to train 
men to preach the gospel of Christ. 

In 19 81 plans were made to establish the 
Botswana School of Biblical Studies. In 1987 the 
Wooddale Church of Christ, Memphis, Tenn., under
took the sponsorship of the Sullinses and the school. 

On Sept. 12, 1988, the first group of 12 students 
met for classes in the capital city of Gaborone, 
Botswana. Alfred L. Bayless joined the teaching staff. 
On Aug. 5, 1990, nine students from four African 
countries graduated receiving an Associate Degree of 
Biblical Studies, representing their completion of over 
2,500 hours of classroom instruction during a period 
of two academic years of training. 

In January 1991 the Collierville Church of Christ 
in Collierville, Tenn., assumed the sponsorship of the 
school and the Sullinses. As scheduled, the second 
class of students began on July 29, 1991. Thirteen men 
from six African countries graduated on Dec. 13, 
1992. The teaching staff during the second intake in
cluded: Shadreck Boitahwarelo, Jeffrey Spencer, 
Jerry R. Sullins Jr., and Jerry R. Sullins. 

On June 30, 1993, the third intake began with 
students from many African countries. Ten students 
graduated on December 3, 1994. Alex Barasa, Peter 
Masiya, J. Sullins Jr., and J. Sullins, were the instruc
tors for the class. 

In 1994, a decision was made to move the school 
to Livingstone, Zambia. Lloyd Benson, director of the 
Zambia Bible Training Center in the Livingstone area 
for over 19 years, had reached the age of retirement. 
Hoping to have his efforts continue in Zambia, he 
came to us and offered us his facility on a ten-year re
newable agreement. When considering all the advan
tages of moving the school from Botswana to Zambia, 
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it was an easy decision to make the .-------. 
move. During 1995 renovations to 
the school building and other im
provements were made to prepare 
the facility for its first class. 

On Feb. 19, 1996, 15 students 
from five African countries began 
classes on the Zambian campus. In-

..... L...:.oll 

structors for the present class in- Rod Rutherford 

elude two Zambians, Peter Masiya and Amos Skye, 
with Jerry R. Sullins and Jerry (Ray) Sullins Jr. Gradu
ation of this class is scheduled for October 1997. 

With over 300 congregations of the church of 
Christ in Zambia, the need for trained men is nev
er ending. Throughout all of Africa, the church is 
faced with the same problem - a lack of qualified 
preachers and leaders. It is the desire of Zambia 
School of Biblical Studies to provide trained men to 
lead the churches of Christ in Africa. In the past seven 
years 3 6 men have been trained from six African coun
tries. Over 80 percent of those men are faithfully serv
ing the Lord's church in their countries. By training 
men in Africa, it will relieve the church in America of 
the need of sending missionaries to Africa. Also, it will 
all but insure that those trained in Africa will remain 
in Africa to serve the Lord's church. 

Our future plans include the capability of begin
ning new students in the program every year. This will 
increase our student body to at least thirty students 
being on campus every year. Future plans include pos
sible satellite schools in other African countries fi
nanced and operated by African brethren. 

"Commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able 
to teach others also," was spoken by the apostle Paul. 
By doing so, we will be able to see the world evange
lized in our generation. We are doing our part to see 
that commission accomplished in our corner of the 
world. 

P. 0. Box 60641 
Livingstone 

Zambia 

!}. 



(Editor~s note: The following article was received with a note reading, "Dear Mr. Dobbs, I am a student at 
Houston College of the Bible. I am 18 years old. I thought I would send this to you for publication." Thank 
you, jeremy, we are happy to have your literary effort. It shows that young people are capable of mature 
thoughts - Dobbs.) 

The Cycle 
By Jeremy Light 

Mankind, including God's people, follows a 
never-ending cycle that is made up of 
faithfulness, followed by apostasy, fol

lowed by oppression from outside forces, followed by 
a cry for deliverance. After deliverance the first phase 
comes again. This cycle does not occur more plainly 
than in the book of Judges. I think you will find it in
teresting that the cycle the Israelites were caught in is 
the same cycle the church is caught in today. 

We see this cycle in the second chapter of Judges, 
beginning in the seventh verse. The people are faith
ful to God all the days of Joshua. But "Joshua the son 
of Nun, the servant of Jehovah, died, being a hun
dred and ten years old." 

Almost immediately it is said, "There arose an
other generation after them, which knew not the 
Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel" 
ijudges 2:10). The Israelites gave themselves to the 
idolatry of pagan practices ijudges 2: 15). This hap
pens to nations that refuse to be bound by a fixed 
pattern and who refuse to acknowledge God. Oppres
sion follows rebellion, as night follows day. In verse 
16, Jehovah delivers the people from the hands of 
their oppressors. This caused the people to be obedi
ent for a short time, after which they began to defy 
their judges and turn back to idols. The theme is re
peated with monotonous regularity throughout the 
Old Testament. 

We may criticize the children of Israel for their 
insolent behavior. However, a careful look at the 
present condition of the Lord's church, shows the 
cycle continues. This is a cycle that is not spiritually 
healthy for any people and must cease. 

Faithfulness is a quality required of all yet pos
sessed by few. Revelation 2:10 displays this quality 
beautifully. "Fear none. of those things which thou 
shalt suffer: behold the devil shall cast some of you 
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have 
tribulation ten days be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life." What blessed assur
ance we have in this statement. Acceptance with God 
demands faithful obedience to his commandments. 

Apostasy is a problem in the Lord's church. It 
comes as a result of a violation of Revelation 22:18-
19, which says paraphrastically, "Do not add to or 
take away from the Word of God." 

The cycle has occurred since creation. No doubt 
it will continue, but it is not a good thing. It would be 
best if man would reach the stage of faithfulness and 
stay there. However, such will never be the case. It is 
the obligation of each child of God to be faithful con
cerning God's comman~ents and also to go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature. It 
is only in this way that we can hope to bring others 
into a right relationship with God and avoid the vi
cious cycle that has plagued man so many years. 

P.O. Box 2273 
Spring, TX 77383 
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Visions for the Future 
By Stephen B. Springer 

I t seems that during every age of world history in
dividuals have found that problems seemed 
overwhelming. From the Garden of Eden to the 

advent of the space age, we have faced numerous 
problems from the physical as well as the spiritual 
viewpoint. Often these problems seem to cloud our 
faith in God for the future. 

Persecution of Christians is evident from the 
time of Christ's death until even today. Reviewing the 
mental anguish some individuals go through who de
fend their beliefs in our society, it is not difficult to 
throw our arms up in total despair. We may feel that 
we have no hope and that evil will triumph. We know 
that this is not true and we know God will eventually 
judge the actions of all people; however, for now is it 
possible to look ahead rather than concentrating on 
the immediate problems we face? 

If we can look down the road to what God can do 
and what he expects, life will be much fuller and 
more meaningful. In reviewing Numbers 13, we see 
that the spies for Israel searched out the land for 40 
days. We note in verse 28 that the cities were walled 
and in verse 33 the report indicated the vast size of 
the people. Initially the majority of the spies pro
vided a negative report regarding the possibility of 
going into the land. However, Caleb, in the 14th 
chapter verse 8, refuted the report and indicated that 
if the Lord delighted in them that they could accom
plish the task. 

This far-reaching view of the future didn't con
centrate on the problems of immediate concern, it 
looked at what could be done. Joshua and Caleb 
viewed God's power and knew that despite the diffi
cult current situation there was hope when God was 
on their side. 

In first Samuel17, we read the vision of the young 
David. Incensed by the bragging of Goliath, David 
related to King Saul in verse 3 7 that the Lord would 
deliver. He again reaffirms this in verse 45 where he 
indicated that he was coming to the giant in "the name 
of the Lord of hosts." David's vision was of a free Is
rael, one that was not enslaved by its enemies, and he 
knew the Lord would deliver Israel. We may then 
wonder what our vision is ... what do we see for our 
local congregation and the church around the world? 
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Unfortunately, we may have no vision of what the 
church can be and we may have no vision regarding 
what we can be as a Christian. We may then be "aim
ing at nothing and hitting it every time." We must 
have a vision, a forward look to progress to where 
the Lord wants us to be. Yet, we may ask what are the 
elements that can transform us from a fearful indi
vidual to one who is a visionary? 

Essentially, the first area we must review is that we 
must have our lives in tune with the Lord's will. In 
Jonah the first chapter we find a man who is not in tune 
with God's will. The Lord clearly told Jonah to go and 
preach the word - yet in verse three, Jonah attempts 
to flee from the Lord. The story shows how failing to 
heed the Lord's directive and choosing another road 
is dangerous and leads to destruction. Therefore it is 
essential that we understand the will of the Lord and 
obey it. To understand the Lord's will we must read 
and the Bible and heed its teachings. 

Brown 
7rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667-Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 



The second point we must remember in looking 
forward is to exercise consistent behavior. If one 
constantly goes off on tangents and never follows 
anything to its conclusion, full potential cannot be 
reached. Christ himself pointed out the idea of as
sessing the cost of being a disciple. In Luke 14 verses 
28-34, he discusses the idea of assessing the cost of 
the tower before it is built. Individuals who do not 
know the importance of "keeping on keeping on" 
will likely never have a positive vision for the future. 

The third concept in looking toward the future is 
that the Lord is always there to support us. He never 
gives up on those who follow him - he only stays 
away when we close him out of our lives by our own 
choices. In Daniel 3 we found that although 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were faced with 
almost certain death, they believed that the Lord was 
with them and that he could deliver them if he so 
willed. Even in the darkest period of Christ's life in 
the Garden chronicled in Mark 14 verse 3 6, Christ 
prayed that it be not his will but God's will. In all 
cases God was clearly with those who followed him. 

Certainly another point for those who have vi
sions of what can be done is the point that one must 
act or do something. We cannot sit idle and allow the 

world to continue to move toward destruction. God 
could have told Abraham about his son Isaac and 
avoided Abraham's near sacrifice of Isaac- yet God 
wants to see faith in action. Certainly God could 
have built the ark for Noah; however, again God 
wanted to see Noah take action on his command
ments. So it is today. God has given us various com
mands and he expects us to take action. Those who 
have no vision of the future will take no action -
they may only complain and never set their sights on 
positive goals. 

As we review and critique our lives daily, can we 
say we have a vision of what the church will look like 
in five years, in ten years, in twenty years? Unless we 
do have a vision of what the church will look like and 
we are taking steps to make that vision a reality, the 
church will be no better than those who are members 
during that period. We can have a positive vision for 
the future by making certain that positive things are 
happening now. It will take the talents of all members 
as noted in 1 Corinthians 12 - all of us must have a 
vision for the future. If there is no vision, what will 
we leave for our children and future Christians? 

3008 Bent Tree Dr. 
Schertz, 7X 78lS4 
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Into Before In 
By Mark K. Lewis 

Faithful Christians have long used the argument, 
concerning baptism, that one must enter 
"into" Christ before he can be "in" him. Since 

all spiritual blessings (grace, which includes the spiri
tual gifts of God, would be a part of "all spiritual 
blessings" [Eph. 1 :3; 2 Tim. 2: 1 ]), are "in Christ," it 
behooves us to enter "into" him. 

How does one get "into" Christ? Through bap
tism: "For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ did put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27); "Or are ye ig
norant that all we who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death?" (Rom. 6:3). Just 
as one must enter into a building before he can be 
said to be in it, even so a person must enter into 
Christ, through baptism, before he can be to be in 
him, where all spiritual blessings, including the for
giveness of sins (Eph. 1: 7), are found. 

This is not sophistry. The Bible recognizes this 

concept that one must go "into" before he is "in." In 
Mark 1:12-13, we read: "And .•. the Spirit driveth him 
forth into (Gk. eis) the wilderness. And he was in (Gk., 
en) the wilderness forty days tempted of Satan." No
tice that Jesus had to go "into" the wilderness before 
he was "in" the wilderness. Both the Greek and the 
English make this distinction. There is no brilliance of 
detection here; such is just plain common sense that 
men apply in all walks of life- except, it seems, when 
it comes to the Bible doctrine of baptism. 

Let us continue to use this argument with the 
force that it deserves. One cannot be "in" something 
until he first goes "into" it. Thus, one cannot be "in" 
Christ unless he has first entered "into" him through 
baptism. This is the truth to which both Scripture 
and reason attest. 3104 Oliver 

Bossier City, lA 
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(Editor,s note: This is the first installment of a debate between Rubel Shelly, minister of the Woodmont 
Hills Church of Christ in Nashville and the noted bull fighter, L. Toreador. Shelly,s portion in the debate is 
taken from a transcript of his speech at a "spiritual renewal conference," Florence, Ala., April19, 1996. The 
speech was titled, "God Calls for the Unity of His Body." Toreador's rebuttal was recently prepared.) 

Toreador Shelly Debate on Unity 
First AHirmatlve lly Rullel Shelly 

Some people are very sensitive to antihistamines. 
If you are, don't let me breathe on you. I have 
enough in me to put a horse down. I've taken 

three antihistamines that are supposed to be taken 
one in any given 12-hour period. I've taken 3 in the 
last 12 hours and 4 benadryl capsules on top of that. 
Just trying to get enough into me to let me function. 
So, if you're very sensitive, don't let me breathe on 
you. I might "Slay you in the Spirit" or whatever, 
whatever else that could be attributed to. 

I thank you for your affirmation of the lesson 
that I presented to you this morning. It is a lesson 

' that I preached to a church that I love and have been 
part of now for almost 18 years. It is a lesson that we 
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attempt to practice. It is the great opportunity, I 
think, of any of us living in this generation not only to 
be witnesses to, but to be participants in, what, with 
all my heart, I believe God is attempting to do in the 
larger body of Christ. I believe he is trying to get us 
past the trivia and the technicalities that we have 
majored in, that we have fought one another about, 
that he is trying to draw us together in a very power
ful way by a very simple means that I'll talk about this 
afternoon. 

There is a monastery in Badenhausen, Germany, 
and there one may see two racks of deer antlers per
manently interlocked. They've been there for years 
and years and years. No one knows who found them 
or exactly where, but they stand in that monastery as 
they bear their silent witness, mounted on the wall 
for all to see, as a witness to the sort of thing that I 
believe has the body of Christ immobilized and has 
caused many believers to die. Apparently the two 
animals had been fighting fiercely and their horns 
became so interlocked with each other that they 
could not disentangle and then, because they could 
not eat and they could not drink they joined each 
other in death 

One man has written of these antlers: "I would 
like to carry those horns into every home and school 
as a warning against fighting to the last ditch to have 
your own way." I would also bring them into every 
church, so that their silent message might sink deep 
into the hearts of those who seem to delight in lock
ing horns with other Christians at the least provoca
tion. 

Pray with me and we're going to look at the 
word: Holy Father, we would join to echo the prayer 
of our Savior. Part of his great high priestly prayer 
that was background to his sacrificial offering up of 
himself as the lamb of God that takes away the sin of 
the world. We pray, as he did, for all those who be
lieve on his name to be one. We pray that you get us 
past the desire to lock horns at the drop of a doc
trine. And that you instead teach us to 1~ our hearts 



and to nurture each other's faith and to abandon 
criticism for affrrmation. To abandon our diatribes in 
favor of dialogue. And to turn our energies away 
from fighting each other so that we may win the great 
war that is being waged against the souls in our gen
eration- us and our children and our grandchildren 
and that we may be faithful witnesses that in the one
ness of the body of Christ the world may believe. 
That you teach us to love one another as you have 
loved us, so that the world may see in that unique 
love an invitation to the healing that it so desperately 
needs for all of its division. In the name of Jesus our 
Lord we ask it, Amen. 

One of the things that I think is so wonderful and 
precious and dear to the heart of God about a confer
ence like this is that it is a conference that cuts across 
the lines that we have erected to keep us separate. 
Probably most of those lines of demarcation, most of 
the walls that have built along those lines, were born 
in the context of hostility and anger. I want to believe 
that at least in subsequent generations a lot of them 
have, simply been left in place through benign neglect. 
We've forgotten what previous generations of our 
forebearers fought over. We are not particularly inter
ested in extending the battle, but the lines and the wall 
are still in place. And simply because we were born to 
this place and time, and because the sight of them is 
not only customary but now comfortable, we have not 
taken much initiative to cross any of those lines, nor 
have we been very bold in trying to tear down the 
walls. I think we can no longer afford that luxury of 
living in our separate ghettos, sheltered from one an
other, because the situation now is that if we ever had 
the luxury of division, if there ever was in the culture 
enough of the presence and influence of faith to pre
serve it as salt preserves that on which it is laid, that 
day is past. 

Toreador's First Response 
It should be understood that the conference of which 
Rubel Shelly was so proud was a gathering of charis
matic preachers. Most of them were from the As
semblies of God. These are the people who spawned 
the Vineyard movement. They sometime speak an 
unintelligible tongue and claim it is the language of 
the angels, or a prayer language. Among this folk are 
people like John Arnott, John Wimber, Benny Hinn, 
C. Peter Wagner, Randy Clark, Rodney Howard
Browne, and Rick Joyner. They profess to be won
der-workers, possessing the ability to cure all man
ner of disease. 

In an article tided, "'Holy Water' Triggers Heal
ing Revival," Charisma magazine, June 1996, 21-23 
it was said that water blessed by a charismatic bishop 
was transformed into miracle water. Those who 
drank this water were mightily touched and "fell 
down under the power of God," and were healed of 
such ailments as "cancer, tumors, and heart disease." 

One of their number, Randy Clark, said, "People 
are being raised from the dead and temples are being 
hit by lightning or fireballs and knocked off their 
things. It's all over Germany and Africa. It's every
where. God's doing it." 

Rodney Howard-Browne said, "Creative miracles 
will happen; eyeballs will form, legs and arms will 
grow out, people will leap out of wheelchairs" (Com
ing Revival, pp. 24-28). 

Rick Joyner declared, "There will be no plague, 
disease, or physical condition, including lost limbs, 
AIDS, poison gas, or radiation, which will resist heal
ing and miracle gifts working in the saints" ("The Har
vest"; Pineville, NC: Morning Star, 1990, 1218-19). 

Rubel was among such people at the conference. 
Now, what I want to know is why these "spirit-filled" 
dynamos allowed Rubel to overdose on antihista
mine. Why did they not give him some "miracle wa
ter," or lay hands on him, bang him arou1;1d, and 
make him well? Is it because they can cure only psy
chosomatic ills and have no power over the kind of 
misery that held poor Rubel in its grip? 
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The locked ander horns make a good illustration, 
but that all it is - an illustration. It proves nothing. 
An illustration is meant to make a point clear, but is 
not proof of anything. Rubel, who is a master of 
logic, knows this to be true, yet he uses the illustra
tion as if it proved something. 

Shelly should tell us if there is anything - any
thing - over which he would lock horns, even if it 
killed him? Would it be a reason to take issue if 
someone claimed that the mother of Jesus was a 
"sexually questionable woman"? Rubel, would you 
oppose someone who denied the resurrection of 
Jesus, or his second coming, or the final judgment, or 
eternal punishment, or heaven, or the new birth? If 
someone should claim that it is not necessary to be 
born of the water and the spirit to enter the kingdom, 
would you lift your voice in protest? 

Here's a good one- suppose, Rubel, a person 
began to say that one must be circumcised after the 
custom of Moses to be saved, would you engage him 
in "no small disputation"? Or would you say, if we lock 
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horns we won't be able to eat? At what point, Doctor 
Shelly, would you engage the gainsayer? (And, by the 
way, did you learn all of this at Vanderbilt?) 

Well, let's see, what else? Oh yes, when Jesus 
prayed that all that believe on him through the word 
of the aposdes should be united, does he place em
phasis on the revealed Word? I will try to make this 
as simple as possible. Is unity to be based on scrip
ture? If someone rejects scripture, how does that af
fect unity? Is unity that is not based on the revealed 
Word, the thing for which Jesus prayed? If a person 
does not faithfully follow the God-breathed scrip
ture, can the child of God be united with him? 

Finally, Doctor Shelly, is it necessary to be born 
again to be in the family of God? Are the children of 
God to have unity with those who are children of the 
devil? Are you, Sir, united with children of the devil? 
What is the new birth? How does one become a child 
of God? Is the new birth a part of the "trivia" we 
(Christians) have majored in? 

Please know I have every confidence you will not 
answer - anyhow, the bull is dead. 

To Their Credit 

In the June issue of the Firm Foundation we pub
lished, "An Open Letter to Churches of Christ 
in Southern California", by D. Hershel Wllson. 

In the piece Wilson complained that an unnamed 
congregation of the church had presented a program 
for young people in which recorded instrumental 
music was used in a worship context . 

It is refreshing to announce that the elders of the 
church where the unfortunate incident occurred 
have written a letter apologizing for what happened. 
The letter says, "We have taken steps to see that it 
does not happen again." These good men traveled 
many miles to visit with the elders of the church 
where brother Wilson worships and to make 
amends. They spoke to their fellow elders, to the 
congregation, and to the young people admitting er
ror and asking for forgiveness. 

Now, if Max Lucado, Rubel Shelly, Mike Cope, 
Don Pinto, Royce Money, Harold Hazelip, and etc. 
would follow this noble example, much distress in 
the brotherhood would be cured. 

To the elders who courageously took necessary 
steps to make things right, we say, "Congratulations! 
God bless and keep you." 1fo-



Preaching to Save 
By Richard Norman 

"[l]t pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 
to save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). 

I was preaching for a congregation of several hun
dred, and a middle-aged woman who had been 
attending some weeks came forward at the in

vitation. She said she wanted to "join our church." In 
a brief discussion with her, I learned she had no con
cept of sin and salvation, being saved or lost, or con
version. She had been attending, and liked the people 
and the way we did things, so she wanted to "join." I 
knew that if I told her she needed to be baptized by 
immersion for the remission of sins, she would have 
said, "O.K." If I had said she must stand on her head 
in a corner 15 minutes, she would have said, "O.K." 
Whatever our "initiation requirements" might have 
been, she would have done virtually anything we 
asked because she wanted to "join our church." 

From that time on, I have continually asked my
self, "What have I been preaching? What am I 
preaching?" How can I preach my heart out and my 
hearers never understand one thing about God's plan 
of salvation? I have always considered myself a "con
servative" kind of preacher. 

In my defense, I preached a series of 13 sermons 
on "The New Testament Church" on Sunday morn
ings, and 13 sermons on Sunday evenings on "The 
Gospel Plan of Salvation." Several "members of the 
church" obviously understood nothing of what I had 
been preaching. 

I have been struggling with the text of this essay, 1 
Corinthians 1:21; "preaching to save" pleases God. 
Preaching that doesn't "save" doesn't please God. 
Could it be that "the foolishness of preaching" is too 
often "the preaching of foolishness"? 

I am old enough to remember "preaching to save." 
I have seen 25 to 30 baptized following a single sermon 
- many times. Do we who preach today "preach to 
save"? When was the last time you saw 10 or more 
souls baptized into Christ following a single sermon? 

Rather than rationalize, may I suggest were-ex
amine the sermons recorded in the New Testament. In 
every sermon, it was clear to the hearers that they 
were lost and were in desperate need of salvation. 
Every sermon recorded in the New Testament ac
cused those in the audience of damning sin, warned of 

eternal punishment, and appealed to them to be saved 
- and they were baptized by the thousands. 

I remember reading in Restoration History about 
brethren preaching before a denominational congre
gation, converting the entire congregation so that they 
changed the name on the sign in front of the building. 

Recendy, I was told that Max Lucado was invited 
to speak to a large denominational church here in 
Florida, but I did not hear that the entire congrega
tion converted and changed the name on the sign in 
fr.ont of their building. I wonder what he preached? 

Not since 1968 have churches of Christ been the 
fastest growing church in the world. Why? Has our 
preaching changed? What was it we did in the old 
days that made the church of Christ the fastest grow
ing church in the world? I remember. 

When Baptists and Methodists and Episcopalians 
and Presbyterians and Catholics, etc., were present, 
we told them what their doctrine was and what was 
wrong with it and that they were in danger of eternal 
damnation if they did not obey the truth and be saved 
as the New Testament teaches. 

I can not recall how many Baptists I have tried to 
teach over the years that, after hearing me tell about 
Bible baptism, think that is what they did simply be
cause they were immersed. They do not recall pre
cisely why they were baptized, but because Baptists 
use lots of Bible in their preaching, they think they 
were taught properly about baptism. The truth is 
they don't really know Baptist doctrine, nor dQ they 
care since "one church is as good as another." 

I know it is not popular to preach and "call 
names" any more, but somehow lost souls need to 
come to the realization that "my religion is wrong. I 
have accepted false doctrine, and I am lost!" 

In the days when we preached and called names 
and debated issues and spent 45 minutes to more 
than an hour dealing with substantive issues, we 
were the fastest growing church in the world. 

I don't want to be "mean" and "run people off," 
but I do want to learn to "please God by the foolish
ness of preaching to save them that believe." 

P. 0. Box S109SS 
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Level Field 
By Kerry Clark 

There is serious discussion today over how the 
Holy Spirit influences and strengthens the 
child of God. It is not a question of whether 

the Spirit of God works in the Christian; it is a ques
tion of how he does it. 

God created Satan. God and Satan are not equal. 
Satan is not as powerful as God is. Does God limit his 
powers today so as to give man an equal choice be
tween right and wrong? Does God, through the Holy 
Spirit, strengthen his children in a supernatural way? 
Does he use a direct influence or does he indirecdy 
strengthen the Christian through the Word? 

How Does Sataa Influence the Chrlstlaa? 
If we can understand how Satan influences the child of 
God, it might shed some light on how God influences 
his children. If the Holy Spirit personally and directly 
influences the child of God, as some teach, then does 
it follow, for Satan to have an equal field of activity, 
that he, too, have direct access to man's spirit? 

A Critical Review of 
'The Peaceable Kingdom 

by Wayne Coats 

The Peaceable Kingdom, by Carroll Osburn, is an inurbane 
book. Osburn, a professor of Bible at Abilene Christian Uni
versity. attempts to discredit the restoration appeal and 
mlsalfgn the church. His teaching Is dangerous and damning. 

Wayne Coats of Ml Juliet, Tennessee has done a master
ful job of answering the Osbum book and effectively pin
pointing Its fallacies. It Is not necessary for every member of 
the church to have Osbum's book, but It is advisable for all 
to read Coats answer to it. 

Brother Coats takes up the Osbum misadventure chapter 
by chapter and exposes its teaching to the light of Bible truth. 
When Osbum•s Ideas are examined by sound doctrine. they 
fade like a cut flower. With withering commonsense Coats 
takes up each false notion presented In Osbum's llttJe volume 
and gives an unanswerable answer. 

A perusal of the Coats book will make you aware of the lib
eral position and what Is wrong with it. At the same time It will 
enhance your love of the Bible and appreciation of everlast
fngtruth. 

-$6.95 plus shipping and handling
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The Scriptures teach that man has free will and is 
often called upon to make decisions. The human will 
is critical in the relationship between God and man: 

• And if it seem evil unto you to serve the 
LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your fathers served that 
were on the other side of the flood, or the gods 
of the Amorites ijoshua 24:15). 

• I call heaven and earth to record this day 
against you, that I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose 
life, that both thou and thy seed may live (Deut. 
30:19). 

• Ye search the scriptures, because ye think 
that in them ye have eternal life; and these are 
they which bear witness of me ijohn 5:39). 

• And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And 
he that heareth, let him say, Come. And he that is 
athirst, let him come: he that will, let him take 
the water of life freely (Rev 22: 17). 

The free will of the human creature is exercised 
in the doing of both good and evil. Humans do wrong 
because they want to do wrong. They do right for the 
same reason. "As a man thinks in his heart so is he." 
The man is responsible for what he thinks in his 
heart. 

Words instructed and also deceived Eve. God ex
pressed his will in words. Satan also used words to 
beguile the woman and lead her into sin. 

Now the serpent ... said unto the woman, Yea, 
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden? And the woman said unto the ser
pent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not 
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And 
the serpent said unto the woman (Gen. 3:1-4). 

The word said is used 5 times in this account of 
how the first pair was taught and how they were 
tempted. That is fair. If God uses words to direct the 
steps of his creature, then the devil uses words to at
tempt to cross him up. If Satan is limited to words to 
entice man, but God employs an indescribable surge 
of unseen and supernatural power to protect man, 
then how is it that man ever sins? If God uses a direct 
influence to strengthen his child on earth and to 
make him productive in the fruit of the Spirit, then 
how is it that the saved person ever fails? Yet if the 
saint claims to be free from all sin, he deceives him-



self and truth is not in him. A claim of sinless perfec
tion makes God a liar (1 John 1:8-10). 

God is fair - even with the devil. In the first 
century the miraculous power of God came against 
the best demons could offer. God won. The devil 
lost. God named the terms of surrender and re
stricted, bound, chained the evil one (Eph. 4:8; Rev. 
20:1-3). Because the red dragon is restricted, it does 
not follow that he has no power. He does have 
power, but he is limited just as a wild animal might be 
limited by a chain but still has an area of activity. The 
devil is at work and uses all his cunning to destroy us, 
but he is not allowed any more to use direct and im
mediate influence to undermine faith. God accom
modates that and limits himself to explainable means 
- the revealed Word - to lead, guide, direct, 

strengthen, and benefit the redeemed. 
Paul tells us plainly that the children of God are 

"strengthened with power through his spirit in the 
inward man" (Eph. 3:16). How does he do this for 
us? If he does by means of his Word, which is the 
sword of the Spirit, then man can resist it and follow 
instead the teaching of the prince of this world. If 
God does by a direct touch of his finger on the mor
tal heart, then man should never sin and always be 
faithful. To test the human mind the choice between 
right and wrong must be equal. It may not be over
balanced on one side or the other. Otherwise the 
contest is not even. There is no parallelism. The field 
is not level. 110 N. Coleman 

Mabank, TX7S147 
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Half Birds 
By Roelf L. Ruffner 

Recendy the media was a buzz with a report of 
the remains of a "bird-like" dinosaur found in 
Argentina. It claimed this creature could have 

flapped its forearms like a modern bird. Paul Recer, 
Associated Press reporter, quoted an Argentine scien
tist as saying, "This gives powerful new evidence that 
the gende world of birds evolved millions of years ago 
from the 'terrible lizards'" ("Bird-like Dinosaur 
Found," Wichita Falls Times Record News, May 21, 
1997). 

Once again we have a gullible, sensation-crazed 
press falling for the old evolutionary propaganda. A 
scientist finds fragments of bone, uses a flawed dat
ing technique to make it "millions" of years old and 
then proceeds to put the pieces together to explain 
an elaborate preconceived theory. No one doubts be
cause he says he is a scientist! 

The televised news conference revealed the silli
ness of this approach. The scientist had displayed a 
silhouette of what he hoped the animal had looked 
like. There was this huge outline of a dinosaur based 
on twenty bones (many of the bones were pieces or 
fragments of bone). How ridiculous! If you have a 
jigsaw puzzle of 100 pieces and 95 of them are miss
ing, you cannot possibly claim to know what the 
completed puzzle looks like. But this shows the basic 
flaw of the evolutionist. His blind belief in the theory 
of evolution forces him to draw such unwarranted 

conclusions from meager to nonexistent evidence. 
The alleged dinosaur was named Unenlagia 

comahuensis, which means "half bird from north
west Patagonia." You may have seen half-of-a-bird, 
but have you ever seen a half bird? Did a mama dino
saur give birth to a half-bird dinosaur baby? The Ar
gentine scientist claims that Unenlayia "lived on a 
dead end twig of the evolutionary branch which led 
eventually to modern birds." This was a convenient 
way for him to cover his tracks. 

The scientist also claimed "birds are living dino
saurs." It bothers the evolutionary community im
mensely because they cannot explain the sudden dis
appearance of this very successful part of the animal 
kingdom. Some try to blame it on a supposed aster
oid for suddenly wiping out the dinosaurs, but what 
about the "half bird" dinosaurs? This doctor theo
rizes that dinosaurs just "evolved" into humming
birds! They are just one of those "missing links" 
which don't exist anymore. 

The biblical account of Creation makes more 
sense than the speculation of the evolutionist. God 
spoke the earth and its living creatures into exist
ence, including dinosaurs and birds (except man 
whom he "formed" - Gen. 2:7). 

P.O. Box278 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

How Do I Love Thee? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

The breakdown of families today is sad. We are 
alarmed at the condition of homes in the 
world; more heartbreaking is the breakdown 

of the homes of Christians. More personally heart 
wrenching is the breakdown of the homes of those 
who proclaim God's Word- preachers of the gospel. 
In a visit with several "veteran" preachers' wives, this 
particular topic was discussed. What is the reason for 
the breakup of so many homes of gospel preachers? 

Many excuses may be given but the bottom line 
seems to be a lack of love. First and foremost, both 
preacher and wife must be in love with the Lord! This 
is not a passive love but a love that is committed to 
serving him, above all else, during good times and bad. 
Into the life of every faithful gospel preacher will enter 
times of great discouragement or outright opposition. 
The wives need to be willing to stand loyally with their 
husbands at all times and especially when the chips are 
down. Husbands and wives should support each 
other in any honorable work! 

Secondly, there must be unwavering love between 
husband and wife. Love is more than passion. The 
"chemistry" of early courtship matures throughout 
marriage. It broadens to include a deeper appreciation 
for the life and convictions of one's mate. Love in
volves the will; it looks bey'ond mere sexual attraction, 
though the physical relationship between husband 
and wife is included. 

Because I love my husband, I appreciate his stead
fastness in providing for our daily needs. I appreciate 
his high moral conduct and, most of all, his dedication 
to serving the God of heaven. These are the qualities 
that prompted my loving him; they are the ones that 
have increased my love. They have also earned the 
respect of our children. Because he loves me, he ap
preciates my efforts to make our home a haven from 
the world, my loyalty to him and our family and, most 
importantly, of my sharing in his devotion to God. 

How do I know this? Because we not only show 
our love in the way we treat each other (Matt. 7:12), 
but we express that love verbally every day. When was 
the last time you told your mate that you love him? 
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How often do you show your love by 
the little courtesies that keep love 
alive? Perhaps one reason marriages 
disintegrate is because marriage 
partners fail to appreciate each 
other. We take our mate for granted! 

Preachers are in the limelight, 
and both the congregation and the 
husband may ignore the wife. Congregations should 
be careful to appreciate her. The wife of the preacher 
is strengthened when public prayers, which asks 
blessings upon the husband, includes a request for the 
wife. Preachers could be more sensitive to the wife's 
feelings and make her aware of her worth. But the 
preacher's wife could do more to be worthy of inclu
sion. When wives think they have no responsibility, 
they need not be surprised to be left out. "They did not 
hire me" does not relieve me of my Christian respon
sibility to be an integral part of the congregation's 
work program. 

The preacher's wife has a unique opportunity to 
influence the women of the congregation. Do they 
influence them to be active in promoting the work of 
the church, or do they sit in the rocker of "ido little"? 
Have they learned that possessions are not the sum of 
life, or do they yearn to have the latest "thing." Why 
not be grateful for the privilege of leadership (within 
scriptural bounds) which God has given them and 
busy themselves using that privilege to his glory? 

Take a moment to reflect upon your love for your 
husband. In the words of the poem, "How do I love 
thee? Let me count the ways." Instead of concentrat
ing on the negative, list the positive blessings of your 
marriage. Renew your commitment to be faithful and 
loyal both to him and to God. Remember, that vow 
was made before God as well as man. When we break 
the vow, we are breaking more than man's law. We are 
sinning against the God of heaven {Matt. 19:4-9; 
Rom. 7:2-3; Eph. 5:22ff). When we say "I love you" 
mean it! And say it often. P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, 1N 36063 
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Potpourri ••• 
Our many friends - God bless them everyone 

- continue to send accolades. Here is a 
sampling of some words of encouragement. 

"Please cancel - I do not want to renew ... keep up 
the good work ... I enjoy reading the Firm Founda
tion from cover to cover ... I have been fighting glau
coma and errors in the brotherhood, and I need the 
Firm Foundation ••. I cannot read very good because 
of advanced age, please change my subscription to 
my son ... you people will never know how many 
church members are so appreciative of the good 
work you are doing but never get around to telling 
you ... I appreciate your stand for the truth ... I am 
very sorry I let my subscription run out on Firm 
Foundation~ which I love to read very much. I want 
to renew today ... Glad some godly men are keeping 
us up-to-date on the happenings in congregations 
across the land ..• I want to tell you how much the 
Firm Foundation magazine study guide has helped 
me .•. Thank you so much for clinging so tenaciously 
to the truth. Please continue to denounce error .•• we 
are strong supporters of your efforts to fight liberal
ism in the church. Keep up the good work." 

WSJ 
0 Charles Bare of Houston sent a clipping from 

the Wall Street Journal~ which says, "Violence is not 
funny. Violence has been sensationalized and glori
fied in movies, television, radio, and the print media. 
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Violence is not entertainment. Violence is excessive 
proliferation of guns and illegal drugs. Violence is 
profit driven. Violence is greed. Violence feeds off 
low self-esteem. Violence can evolve from repetitive, 
indecent, and crude racial, sexual, and religious dis
tortions that can shape hateful attitudes about one 
another ... I am asking you the public to not support, 
with your dollars, any media or other entities which 
honor needless violence." 

Opporfualtr 
0 The Southside Church of Christ in Lubbock, 

Texas is making available one of its preachers, Gor
don Brewer, without charge to any church that 
would like to use him in Gospel Meetings, Interim 
Preaching, or for any of the following workshops or 
Seminars: 

Journeying With Those Who Grieve 
Growing a Local Congregation 
Making Worship Meaningful 
Holding Successful Home Bible Studies 
Understanding Angels 
The Godhead: Roles and Functions 
Before the I Do: Roles of Husband and Wife 
Brother Brewer brings over 40 years of experi-

ence to this work. Paying his expenses would be the 
only cost for the sponsoring congregation. His phone 
number is (806) 745-4496. Personal references in
clude Tommy Hicks (806) 798-1019, and Buster 
Dobbs (281) 469-3102. 

The Firm Foundation knows brother Brewer well 
and is pleased to recommend him. He loves and 
knows the truth of the gospel. Give him a call. 

Puzzling 
0 Judge Mike Schwille of Dallas is dead. Ac

cording to the obituary in the Dallas Morning News, 
Judge Schwille was a member of St. Pius X Catholic 
Church, but was an assistant professor at Abilene 
Christian University at Dallas from 1970-1974. 

Jewel Ia tiJe Crowa 
0 Mignon Doran, wife of Adron, was honored 

when the Commonwealth of Kentucky made this 
proclamation: 

To all to Whom These Presents Shall Come; 
Greeting. 
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Know ye that Mignon Doran is recognized and 
honored for an exceptional life filled with achieve
ments that resonate throughout the Commonwealth 
in the lives of those who have walked with her. As it 
can be said that the significant accomplishment of 
those who make a difference are found in the hearts 
of others, it is personified in the life of Mignon Do
ran ••• on the motion of Senator Walter Blevins, Jr., 
hereby celebrate the generosity, commitment and 
humanity of said recipient. 

The Firm Foundation extends its congratula
tions, Mignon. 

Good 
0 Zondervan has announced it will abandon its 

attempt to print a gender neutral edition of the Niv. 
This is a step forward. 

C. Bare jgala 
0 Brother Charles has faxed two recent items 

printed in the Wall Street Journal for our information 
and edification. The first is a review of a book, Faith 
or Fear, by Elliott Abrams, in which it is said that in
termarriage for the Jew is a mixed curse. The cost is 
a loss of Jewish identify - and, more important, of 
Judaism itself. Mr. Abrams shows how most Ameri
can Jews are the least religious group in America, 
and their non-Orthodox institutions have equated 
Jewish security with removing religion from Ameri
can public life (Wall Street Journal, May 27, 1997). 

Elliott Abrams is quoted in National Review (May 
19, 1997) as having said, "WhenAmericanJewsaban
don religion in favor of culture they disappear." 

I reckon the same is true of the church one reads 
about in the New Testament. When professing 
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Christians abandon pure an undefiled religion in fa
vor of culture they are absorbed by society and cease 
to be lights in the world and the salt of the earth. 

In a second communiqu~, brother Bare sends an
other book review from the Wall Street Journal. This 
one is about the book, The Assault of Parenthood, by 
Dana Mack. Ms. Mack found that 700,000 families 
a year are falsely reported to the authorities for child 
abuse. She also says that increased cost of education 
in America is producing "education lite" or worse. 
Teaching the three "~s," she says, "takes a back seat 
to involving kids in life skills, rap sessions, support 
groups and other activities encouraging them to cor
rect the narrow views they picked up from their par
ents at home." One Massachusetts teacher is quoted 
as saying that traditional arithmetic is unfair because 
it imposes a "right and a wrong" answer, which in 
turn foists a "white, Western" ethos on an increas
ingly multi-cultural student population. Ms. Mack 
nicely shows how the prevailing interpretation of the 
First Amendment enters in: "If it is the state that 
should raise children, upholders of this doctrine are 
determined that it be a secularist state that vacuums 
the public square clean of any reference to religion" 
(Wall Street Journal, May 8, 1997). 

Thank you, Charles Bare. 

Bible Study 
Olnsight magazine ijune 30, 1997) in an article 

by Larry Witham says the Protestant Sunday-school 
movement is united by the Uniform Bible Lessons. 
These lessons are produced by the most radical liber
als in the land, and profoundly influence most reli- · 
gious publishing houses, including David Cook and 
Standard. The Gospel Advocate Bible School series, 
Heritage of Faith, comes from Scripture Press, which 
has been swallowed up by David Cook. Standard is 
the source of the Twenty-First Century Christian 
(formerly, Twentieth Century Christian) material. 

The article claims there is a hunger for solid 
Bible study in the nation. Some have started a Satur
day Bible School, which demands 40 minutes of Bible 
reading every day and a two-and-a-half hour meeting 
each Saturday. One leader of this movement said, 
"We didn't realize the hunger that contemporary 
people have for Scriptures." 

0 A word to the wise: Maybe you ought to try a 
Saturday Bible study school that emphasizes a study 
of the Word of God. 

Bible lnfonet- hHp://www.blble-lnfonet.org/ 



Food for 71Joug1Jt 
0 World magazine (May 31) says, "Postmodern

ism favors form over content, images over truth, de
sire over reality. This is why contemporary educa
tional theory is not much interested in teaching any
thing and why today's politicians can be so free and 
easy with the truth." 

How very true, and we might add that religious 
leaders, some of them in institutions of higher learn
ing, are likewise not as much interested in truth as 
they are in effect. 

Another morsel for your mind is that "ninety
four percent of sex on TV is among people who 
aren't married to each other," reports researcher 
Marion Howard of Emory University. This contrib
utes to children's widespread confusion about mar
riage. Everything they see on TV says, "Sex isn't only 
for marriage" (World, June 7, 1997). 

More on Mores 
0 Lisa Schiffren wrote, "I did not abstain from 

premarital sex. I was raised in a secular, Upper East 
Side Manhattan liberal home and now I'm a quasi
religious conservative. I wish I could say that pre
marital sex was morally wrong. Sometimes I think its 
OK. It's very hard to send young women to college 
and tell them they are going to be investment bankers 
and lawyers, and yet they can't have sex. Plus, we 
don't want people to get married too, too early. More 
often than not, though, premarital sex is a bad idea" 
(U.S. News & World Report, May 19, 1997). 

0 Jennifer Grossman said, "I used to complain 
to my mother, who is a liberal, about how boyfriends 
seemed commitment shy. And she would say, 'Well, 
why buy the cow if milk is free?"' She went on to 
explain how moral she now is: "I didn't kiss the man 
I'm dating now until the seventh date. I didn't have 
sex with him until the seventh month. He respects 
and values me a lot more than the men I dated in col
lege, when I was a lot more casual with my body" 
(U.S. News & World Report, May 19, 1997). 

Whati-Ja-Say? 
0 A judge has thrown out Clifford Goldberg's $7 

million lawsuit. Goldberg claimed that he lost his 
hearing after attending a particularly loud Motley 
Crue concert. The judge said Goldberg assumed the 
risk when he attended what he knew would be a rau
cous concert. Besides, anyone who thinks Motley 
Crue makes good music really isn't going to miss his 
hearing too much (Reason, July 1997). 

Ouote 
0 Dano Fernandez-Morera, American Academia 

and the Survival of Marxist Ideas, says: "In Prague, 
visitors have reported both cabbages and Marxist 
books on sale by the pound in shops near Charles 
University: 'A pound of cabbage costs more than a 
pound of Marx." 

Pop Psychology 
0 Elaine Showalter, Princeton University English 

professor in her new book, Hystories, under the sub
heading, "Hysterical Epidemics and Modern Me
dia," argues that Gulf War syndrome, chronic fatigue 
syndrome, multiple personality syndrome, belief in 
recovered memory, ritual satanic abuse, and alien ab
duction share something besides a complete lack of 
credible evidence. They are, she says, latter-day hys
terias, psychosomatic disorders whose roots lie not 
in organic causes but in psychological distress. 

Showalter wrote: "There's an incredible 
externalization of problems going on. We have this 
image of our society as a therapeutic culture. It's true 
- there's been an incredible proliferation of 
therapy: You know the 12-step programs, the Recov-
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ery Channel, the friendly neighborhood hypno
therapist, and so on. But there's a much stronger 
hostility to the idea that the unconscious [mind] 
might be responsible for problems. If I'm unhappy as 
an adult, then my father must have molested me. If I 
don't fit my ideal of how I should behave, then obvi
ously I'm a victim of a satanic cult." 

Transition 
0 Ronald Bailey, Reason magazine Uuly 1997) in 

an article titled, "Origin of the Species," says Dar
winism is dead. He wrote: "Darwinism is on the way 
out. At least that what Irving Kristol announced to a 
gathering at the American Enterprise Institute in 
Washington not long ago. Darwinian evolution, ac
cording to the godfather of neo-conservatism, 'is re
ally no longer accepted so easily by [many] biologists 
·and scientists,' Why? Because, Kristol explained, sci
entifically minded Darwin doubters are once again 
focusing on 'the old-fashioned argument from de
sign.' That is to say, life in all its apparently ordered 
complexity cannot be understood in terms of chance 
mutation and the competition for survival. There 
must, after all, be a designer. So, exit Darwin; enter 
- or re-enter - God." 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism -

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman 

• Literature: Rod Rutherford 

• Bible correspondence Courses: Ray Sullins 

• Campaign follow-up: Ed Crookshank 

• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 

• Bible Questions: David Amos, Roy J. Hearn 
and Albert McDaniel 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 

Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 
Phone (601) 895-9740 • Fax (601) 895-9741 
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Kristol's friend and colleague Robert Bork 
claims the same thing: Charles Darwin and his theo
ries are finished. In his new work, Slouching Towards 
Gomorrah: Modern Liberalism and American De
cline, Bork pins his anti-evolutionary attack on 
Darwin's Black Box: The Bio-Chemical Challenge to 
Evolution, a recent book by biochemist Michael 
Behe. Bork concludes, "Religion will no longer have 
to fight scientific atheism with unsupported faith. 
The presumption has shifted, and naturalist atheism 
and secular humanism are on the defensive." 

Kristol nailed it down when he wrote, "If there is 
one indisputable fact about the human condition it is 
that no community can survive if it is persuaded -
or even suspects - that its members are leading 
meaningless lives in a meaningless universe.'' 

Another nail in the coffin of evolutionism (the 
religion of accepting on blind faith that human life is 
evolved from a lower life order) is in the work of a 
Los Alamos lab scientist, the world's pre-eminent 
expert in the design of computer models for geo
physical convection. His name is John Bumgardner, 
who believes God created the earth less than 10,000 
years ago. His computer program is widely used and 
accepted by scientists around the world. It is called 
Terra. Bumgardner created Terra to prove the story 
of Noah and the ark. Bumgardner says the universe 
itself is only a few thousand years old. 

Bumgardner, after getting a master's from 
Princeton in electrical engineering and a Ph.D. in geo
physics from UCLA, join a college Sunday school 
class. "I'd never encountered people who were study
ing the Bible like one would study any other subject," 
he says. The class was studying from the gospel of 
John and focused on the question, Who is this person, 
Jesus Christ. "I had to admit that never in my life had 
I considered that question,'' Bumgardner admits. He 
turned to a study of creation, which brought him to the 
"conviction ... that indeed there had been a major 
catastrophe in the Earth's past that accounts for a 
large fraction of the geological features we observe at 
the Earth's surface today." 

Based on a model fed into Terra, Bumgardner be
lieves that around 6,000 ago "God saw that the wick
edness of man was great in the Earth," and caused an 
enormous blob of hot mantle material to come rushing 
up at incredible velocity through the underwater mid-
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ocean ridges. The material ballooned, displacing a 
tidal wave of seawater over the continents. This, 
Bumgardner says, was the flood on which Noah sailed, 
the water covering the mountains and destroying "ev
ery living substance ... which was upon the face of the 
ground, both man, and cattle." Then, after 150 days, 
the bubble retreated with equal speed into the earth, 
and the continents began re-emerging, sending the 
runoff back to the oceans at around 100 miles an hour. 
Bumgardner says that this runoff would have been 
sufficient to create the Grand Canyon and other mas
sive geologic features and to deposit the various sedi
mentary layers in about one week. 

Terra proves this could be true, provided one ac
cepts certain assumptions. Run Terra one way, and you 
can watch Noah's flood take place before your eyes, 
mathematically calculated by a supercomputer. Run 
Terra another way, and you get the standard geological 
story of 4.6 billion years. The results obtained are 
dependent on the numbers fed into it in the first place. 

Still, Terra, proves that it could have happened in 
the just the way the Bible says it happened. It is not 
conclusive. It is impressive (Source for information 
about Bumgardner: U.S. News & World Report, June 
16, 1997). Bumgardner, by the way, is a fundamental
ist Presbyterian. 

A growing number of scientists around the world 
are now saying that evolution as an explanation of 
the origin of the species is fatally flawed and ought to 
be rejected. The design and order we see in the uni
verse demands an intelligent, deliberate Creator -
just as the Bible says. Schools like Abilene Christian 
University, David Lipscomb University, Pepperdine 
University, Harding University, should be leading this 
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parade, but they are not. Where is the professor in 
any of these schools who will stand up and say 
straight out that evolution is wrong? Instead they go 
along, by silent consent if not by plain statements 
(see The Peaceable Kingdom, by Carroll Osburn, 
ACU professor), with a high school biology textbook 
that compares the biblical account of the world's 
creation to astrology, fad diets, and other forms of 
pseudo-science. It makes us feel somewhat like the 
NYPD officer chasing a 100-pound calf that was run
ning down the street. The policeman was yelling, 
"Stop cow! Stop!" 

"How long, 0 Lord, how long?" 

fuaar 
0 Joseph Sobran, Teach Your Child About Poli

tics, wrote that you can teach your child about the 
tax system in a way that is easy to grasp. "Offer him, 
say, $10 to mow the lawn. When he has mowed it and 
asks to be paid, withhold $5 and explain that his is 
income tax. Give $1 to his younger brother, and tell 
him this is fair. Also, explain that you need the other 
$4 yourself to cover the administrative cost of giving 
the money. When he cries, tell him he is being selfish 
and greedy. Later in life he will thank you. 

Sobran, in explaining how to rear your child, 
says, "Lie to your child constantly. Teach him that 
words are continually 'evolving,' and may be tomor
row the opposite of what they are today." 

If these techniques do not work in teaching poli
tics, try them in teaching religion, like they do in 
deconstructionism, as recommended by Professor 
Darryl Tippens of ACU. ,;,,,, 

0 "Essentially, this is sort of the final nail in 
men's coffins. Men are now totally irrelevant. If this 
[cloning] is in fact true and possible and becomes 
routine, men are going to have a very hard time justi
fying their existence on this planet, I think" (Lesbian 
columnist Ann N orthrop, who writes for LGNY, a 
homosexual publication in New York, as quoted in 
World, April19, 1997). 1);-
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Schedule of Lectureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'lAkeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Pt. Wonh, Texas 
Fe•ruary 

I Freecl-Hardeman University 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Nashville, Tennessee 

2 Shenandoah Lectureship 
••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••• ••••••• ••••••••• San Alltonio, Texas 

3 AbHene Christian University Lectureship 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Abilene, Texas 

3 Cebume, Texas Forum 
March 

I El Paso Lectures 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• El Paso, Texas 

I East Tennessee School of Preaching 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Knoxville, Tennessee 

2 Faulkner University Lectures 
••••••• ~." •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Montgomery, Alabama 

3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Camtlen~ Arka.nsas 

4 Memphis School of Preaching 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Memphis, Tennessee 

April 
I Northeast Oklahoma Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sapulpa. Oklaho~ 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ......................... Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisionville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures ......................... Marshall, Texas 

May 
I Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jerome, Idaho 
I Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••• Vwlia, California 
I Gulf Coast Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Portland, Texas 
2 Vuginia Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Christiansburg, 'Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures •••••••••••••••• Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Taylor, Texas 
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June 
Week 
I Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

••••••••.••.•.•••.••••••.•.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• Dayton, Ohio 
I Bellview Lectures ........................ Pensacola, Florida 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Houston, Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••.•••••••••••••••.•.•••..•••••••••••••••••• Mt. Juliet, Tennessee 

July 
2 Central Texas Lectureship .................. Burnet, Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Harrison, Arkan.sas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures, •••••••••••••••• Bastrop, Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship 

•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••• Beeville, Texas 
4 Seek Old Paths ......................... Corinth, Mississippi 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

•••• ••••••••••• •••• ••••••• •••••• ••••••••• •• •• •• Uxington, Kentucky 

August 
I Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

• ••••••••• ••••••• ••••••••••• •••••••••••• •• •••••• Ne'W/Jort. Tenne.ssee 
I Northwest Tennessee Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Paris, Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship ••••••••••••••••• Southaven~ MississifJPi 
2 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••o••••••••••o••··············••oo••········· Sylvan lAke, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Farmington, Missouri 

Septem••• 
I Robertson County Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• Greenbriar. Tennessee 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••• o••. o •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••o••• Chattanooga, Tennessee 
4 4-State Lectureship ......................... Redwater, Texas 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship ••• Steubenville, Ohio 

Octoller 
I Northern New England Lectureship 

o•• oo•. ooooo• ooo•••o o o o o•o •••oo oo o•••• o o o•• Tilton, New Hampshire 
2 Lubbock Lectureship, ••••••••••••••••••••• Lubbock, Texas 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Nashville, Tennessee 
4 West Vuginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

•• oo•• o•·· •o ••••• o •••••••••••••••••••• Moundsville, West Virginia 

Novemller 
I Eastside Lectureship, •••••••••••••• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton Lectures .................... Denton, Texas 
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-England-
Cambridge-South Cambridge Church of Christ, 
253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God• 

-Alaska-
Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanb, serving ·Ft: ·wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4~2.1: •• 
WasUia - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
178-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 offl-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gllbett- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932· 
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumely Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec· 
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kin~~~~; Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210.F'!IJ.~ on Altadena Dr. 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. •••• Ca=c• OJ' caa1sT 
1320 South Church St., Visalia, 93277. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Robertson, 
preacher. (209) 732-5670. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. 
Craig- Downtown ·ch~;ch of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia - Hiclcory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hiclcory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Ar~d!~ ~ 34265 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 
10, 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy 
R. Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lccant; ~~ :_ Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 

Gainesville -39th. A~; Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, usc Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or ~~3;~2?7. 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (813) 682-4702, 
665-8060. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest 
Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Michigan-
Carden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) ?~~-!~4, 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924· 
5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington- SunnyVi;.;, Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, s H' · A s 9 45 10 45 6 

d 
• aggms ve. un. : , : a.m., p.m., 

10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., !'.e.·. ~:30 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 

Orlando- South Orlando Church of Christ, _Nebraska_ 
meeting in Mc:Coy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872); •••• 

Orlando-Wmter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. . . . . . 
Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles'!~ ~f. Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 P·~· .~e~~ Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475 • 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). . . . . . 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Adanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com • email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun • 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293· 
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship. 

Dayton - Overlook • Ch~rch of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near W.P~f~'. (513) 252-9444 • 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma- Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 

Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
S9ch, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.ner/-dgal 

Roscabers - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 34t-m6. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in English and Spanish.) 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Ho~ of Oklahoma Barnet- Burnet Ch~;ch ~f Christ, Hwy. 281 S, 
Cily Sebool o(Biblit:al Shulia. <405> 732-1050 or mail Rt. 2 Box 11F, 78611. (512) 156-1153. Sun. 
139-0105. 

9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell 

San Antonio - She~~n·d~~ Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. Muakosce - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 

Kinpton 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Pumam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-

Debo, min.Homeof Central Texas Lectureship ..... 
Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. . . . . . 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7;3.0. ~'!m Bright, evangelist. 

San Antonio -North;~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499 • 

Gladstone_ 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 Horst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
call ~ w, d 7 1 • St., 16053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Schertz- Church of cbri;, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

p.m., 786-9754 or e • p.m. ocanon. p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 

- Pennsylvania - preachers. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburs Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Creer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Cbattanoop - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 
Croavillc - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38551, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, ll a.m., S:30 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. jimmie B. Hill, !l'!~c;r. 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A.M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Joliet -The Vdias:S· Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robertson County 
Cliarch of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-05891.'~~:1021, 643-9404. 
ScvicrviUc - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
am., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. john B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South· 
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worln, --rile Word of Life, • KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 
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Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livinsston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. ..... 
Lubbock -Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. wonhip aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy 
J. Hicks, Gordon Br~~e!,.l!reachers. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 15513, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. ..... 
Roanokc-ChurchofChrist,Rusk&Walnut.Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

. .... 
Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton- Hampto~ ·ch~;ch of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Max Meadows - F~ Chb;eu Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~ mile S. 1-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466. . .... 
Sheridan - Nonhside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

- Advertising Polley -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the 

right to accept or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some 
things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though 
we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm 
Foundation, we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for 
advertisements:The Rrm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all ad
vertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a 
quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $1 0 for 1-2 Inches. This Is In addition to the 
cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have It, but please 
understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall 
appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 

R 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 7743G-0069 
(888) 367-8216(to// free) • fax (409) 553-3721 



The Southside Church of Christ in Lubbock. 
Texas, is making Gordon Brewer, one of ita 
ministers, available to congregations for 
meetings, interim preaching, or conducting 
the following workshops: 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, 
Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be 
received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by 
the flnt of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

I.Joumeying with Those Who Grieve 
2. Growing a Local Congregation 
3. Making Wonhip Meaningful 
4. Holding Successful Home Bible Studies 
5. Understanding Angels 
6. Tho Godhead: Roles and Functions 

Preachers Wanted 
The Church of Christ meeting at 2424 Norkenzie 
Rd, Eugene, OR 97408 is currently searching for 
a full-time minister. Please mail r&um6 to: Attn. 
Elders at the above address. E-mail: 
qumran@efn.org Phone: (541) 687-9351, fax is 
the same. 

We are looking for a semi-retired preacher or one 
with partial support. We can supply housing and 
some support. The right person needs to be capable 
of encouraging, strengthening the body as well as 
spreading the gospel. He must be well grounded 
in God's word. Send r&um6 with audio or video 
to D. Tripet, Toms River Church of Christ, 250 
Genoa Ave., Toms River, NJ 08753, or call D. 
Tripet (732) 244-5171 

Boulder City, NV 89005, or call and leave a 
message at (702) 293-4019. 

For Sale 
•Back to the Bible• Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8 lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-551-8571 for 
details. 

POWER Lectureship Books: DangeroiU 'Isms 
(1997), The Two Cown~~~Jts (1996), The Major 
Prophets (1995), The Prollitlenu of God (1989) 
$15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) $12.00. 
Order from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping ac handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

7. Before the I Do: Roles of Husband 
and Wife 

Brother Brewer brings over 40 years upericDco 
- as preacher, missioaary. and elder - to 
his task. We, the elders at Southside, beUeve 
be bas the wisdom to help with problems 
that develop in local congregatioaa. 

TM only cost 10 your congregllllon II 
broiMr Brewer's UJ¥11Ses. 

Please call 
Gorclon Brewer, (806) 745-4496 

The elden at Southside: 
Malcolm Young (806) 795-2640 

Dale Stone (80CS) 842-3422. 
Personal refcrcuces: 

Tommy Ricks (806) 798-1019 
B. A. (Buster) Dobbs (281) 469-3102 

Miscellaneous FuU-time minister wanted for small congregation Restoration Reprints, other books at great 
of about 60. Salary, house, and utilities provided. prices. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain 
Send r&um6 to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 269, Bookfinders, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN Thinking about attending a school of preaching1 
Elba AL 36323 38340. We also buy religious books and libraries. Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 

Congregation of 180 members is seeking a 
biblically sound conservative evangelist committed 
to personal work and growth, able to relate to 
all age groups. Salary will be based on experience 
and education. Send r6sum6 and audio-video 
taped sermons to Elders, Washington St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 177, St. Albans, WV 25177. 
Call (304) 727-8175 anytime. Evenings (304) 
755-4564 or (304) 768-4658. 

Currently looking for sound gospel preacher. 
Send r6sum6 to Elden, Carriage Oaks Church of 
Christ, 5661 Shed Rd., Bossier City, LA 71111. 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of 
Christ, 11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or 
phone (303) 841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

Minister wanted: Country congregation of 35 
members, seeking a sound, experienced minister. 
Home, utilities and partial support provided. 
Contact johnny jordan (601) 267-9554 or Larry 
Newsom (601) 289-3945, Nile Church of Christ, 
RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, Mississippi 39051. 

Minister wanted for fully self-supporting 
congregation of 200 in St. Louis area. Experience 
preferred. Salary based on experience and 
education. Available by Oct. 1. Send r6sum6 and 
video tape (recent Sunday AM sermon and intro 
of family) to Collinsville Church of Christ, 1400 
Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. (618) 667-
6708. 
The Church of Christ in Boulder City, Nevada is 
looking for a full-time pulpit minister. Boulder 
City is located approximately 23 miles SE of Las 
Vegas. We are looking for a person, sound in 
the Word, who can work with us to continue to 
build the church in this locality. Information about 
salary and housing can be obtained by contacting 
us. Interested parties please send r6sum6 and 
tape to Church of Christ, 845 Cottonwood St., 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Huwn IIIUl Helll (1994) - $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Transllltions (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Parables or Our Lord, reproducible Bible dass 
book for junior High through Adult: $10.00. 
Louis Rushmore, email rushmore@weir.net; call 
toll free (888) 725-Study. Or write 4325 
Southeast Drive, Steubenville, Ohio 43952-3353 

free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will b6 glatl you did. 
Studend Moving to Atlantal Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

"Seek and Ye ShaD Find" 
The best opportunity rvc found iD 50 yean 

to cam money and enjoy my work. 
Perhaps you can also. Let's talk about it. 

Call free 1-800-708-6237. 

Creation Compromises 
by Bert Thompson, Ph.D. 

This book from brother Thompson Is a detailed, lively discussion of practl· 
cally every attempt to force an agreement between Scripture and evolution
ary geology. 

Topics Include: 
• The Genesis account of creation 
• Chronologies and dating of biblical events 
• The Day-Age Theory 
• The Gap Theory 
• Progressive creationism 

• • • • • 
$10.85 plus shipping and handling 

• • • • • 
Firm FoondaUoo • 1-80D-S72-3619 

Please send no money. • We will bill you for your ol'der. 
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The Finn Foundation Lectureship 
East Ridge Church of Christ 

September 21-24, 1997 

-How We Stand-

Sunday, September 21 
9:00 a.m. ............................... On Evangelism .....•.••..••.•....••...•............•.•.•.....•.•..........•..........•.... Olarles Coc:hraD 

10:00 a.m. •....•..........••.•.•......... On the Inspiration of the Bible ......................................................... Keith Mosher 
7'11J p.m. .............................. On Instrumental Music in Worship .................................................. l.oanle· Smith 

Monday, September 22 
10:00 a.m. ............................... On the One Church ....••.•..............•...•.•..............................................• Tim Nichols 
11'11J a.m. ............................... On Fellowship with the Wayward ................................................ Mlcbael Hughes 
1:3() p.m. .............................. On Discipline ••••.•.•...•.••...•.••....•..•..................•.....•....•.•..••.••.••..•......• Bobby Uddell 
2:3() p.m. .............................. On Denominationalism ....••.•.••........•.•................•.•..••••••••.•..••.•••••• Noab Hackwortb 
300 p.m. •••..••.•......••••........... On the Origin of the Church .......•.............•.............•••........•••.•...•.•••••. John Daniels 
6:3() p.m. •••.......•......•.•.......... Singing 
7'11J p.m. •.....•.......•.•............. On Worship ................................................................................... UndeD Mitchell 

Tuesday, September 23 
10:00 a.m. ............................... On Worldliness ...........••.•..............•...............•..........•...•...............•....•.• Steve Lusk 
11m a.m. ............................... On Fellowship witll the World •........................•...................... Waymon Summers 

1:3() p.m. ••••..••••......•••...•.•••••• On Use of Alcoholic Beverages ....................................................... Tommy Hicks 
2:3() p.m. .............................. On Gamblin~ttery ..•....••••.............................•••...•......•..............•..•....• Ken WIDis 
3:3() p.m. .............................. On Materialism and Giving .................................................................. Billy Bland 
6:3() p.m. .............................. Singing 
7'11J p.m. .............................. On liberalism .....................•.••...•........•..........•.•....•.•..•............•......••••. Gary Colley 

Wednesday, September 24 
10:00 a.m. ............................... On Authority of mders/Preacher ..................................................... Mike Hatcher 
11'11J a.m. •.••.•••••.••..•.•.....•.•.••.• On Benevolence ............................................................................. Terry Broome 

1:3() p.m. ...••••.•.........•..•..••.... On Reverence .........•..•..........•...•............................•...•.•..........•......•. Ronnie Hayes 

2:3() p.m. .••••.•...•.......•.•..•...... On Premillennialism ·············~························································· .. ··David Brown 
3:3() p.m. .•..•...............••........ On tile Work of tile Holy Spirit ..................................................... Daalel Deabam 
6:3() p.m. •.............••••.•.......... Singing . . . . 
7'11J p.m. ....•...........•.••.......... On Church Cooperation .........•......................•..............•........•.........•. Randy Mabe 

SOl McBrlea Road • Chattanooga, Teamessee 37412 • (4Z3) 894-7ZZI 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 

Address correction requested. 

BulkRato 
U.S. Postage · 

PAID 
Dallas, TX 

Permit No.1863 



FIR 
FOUNDATION 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1997 

Vol. 112 Houston, Texas • October 1997 No. 10 

The Conclusion of the Sermon 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

H ave you ever read a book that fascinated you 
until the last chapter and then frustrated 
you because of the way it ended? The author 

masterfully built up to a conclusion that was flatter 
than a fallen souffle. Sermons can fail for the same 
reason. The introduction grabs attention, the body 
flawlessly develops the theme, but the sermon floun
ders because the preacher doesn't know how to con
clude it. 

The conclusion is the last thing the listener hears. 
It must drive home the theme, demonstrate that the 
problem has been solved, and convince that the ques
tion has been answered, or issue a stirring call for 
action, or else the hearer is not apt to take much home. 
Thus, it is a dangerous deficiency not to carefully pre
pare the conclusion of the sermon. Why would anyone 
preach for twenty-five to thirty minutes to bring the 
sermon to a head and then leave the conclusion to the 
inspiration of the moment? The most likely result is 
that the conclusion will become a garbage dump 
where everything leftover is thrown in. 

There are different types of conclusions, each of 
which may be appropriate, depending on the 
sermon's subject, theme, and development. For ex
ample, a conclusion may summarize. Repetition rein
forces memory. One often suggested form of outline 
(although an oversimplification) is to "tell them what 
you are going to tell them, tell them, and then tell 
them what you told them." The obvious advantage of 
such an approach is repetition; the obvious danger is 
that the same sermon will simply be preached three 

times and the hearers will be confused. 
A conclusion may be an illustration that portrays 

a mental image of the theme. The advantage of this 
approach is that an easily remembered illustration 
will, when remembered, bring the sermon's theme to 
mind. The danger is that the illustration will not fit 
the sermon, and thus detract from it, or will be so 
long that it overwhelms the sermon. 

The conclusion may be an application that helps 
the audience answer what they should do, and why 
and how they should do it. The advantage of con
cluding with an application is that it connects the ser
mon to the hearers' world. The danger is that appli
cation may be based more on the preacher's experi
ence than on the text, leading the hearers to base 
their faith on the wrong object. 

The conclusion may be an exhortation. This is 
perhaps the most common conclusion - the extend
ing of an invitation to believe and obey the gospel. The 
advantage is that it stimulates the hearer to action. 
The danger is that the desire to obtain responses to the 
gospel may lead to intimidation through fear or ma
nipulation by being overly emotional. Both fear and 
emotion can be legitimate bases of appeal, but neither 
is valid when reason is displaced. 

The type of conclusion used should be varied. 
Not every type of conclusion fits every sermon. 
Moreover, if the same type of conclusion is used for 
each sermon, it will not be long until the conclusion 
loses its impact upon the hearers. 

What are the characteristics of a well-prepared 
(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Field of Swords 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Saul and Jonathan were dead. David was 
elevated to the throne of Judah. The re
maining tribes crowned Ishbosheth, a 

son of Saul, as their monarch. The captain of 
Ishbosheth's army was Abner, and the com
mander of David's troops was Joab. The two 
armies met and Abner proposed that twelve 
young soldiers from each side face each other as 
gladiators. Joab foolishly agreed. These cold
eyed leaders staged twelve simultaneous duels. Each participant 
grabbed his opponent by the hair of the head and ran him through 
with his sword and they all fell dead. Twenty-four died in a hor
rible bloodbath. The place, near the pool of Gibeon, was called 
"Heldath-hazzurim," or "the field of swords" (2 Sam. 2:13-16). It 
was a senseless thing for Abner and Joab to do. It proved nothing 
and it cost much. 

The shameful killing of these young men triggered a war in 
which thousands died. Abner killed the brother of Joab in one 
battle, and, as an avenger of blood, Joab pursued Abner relent
lessly. Abner was ensconced among his men on the top of a hill, 
and called out to Joab, "Shall the sword devour for ever? knowest 
thou not that it will be bitterness in the latter end? How long shall 
it be then, ere thou bid the people return from following their 
brethren?" (2 Sam. 2:26). 

This was a civil war. Jew fought Jew. Like any family fuss, it 
was savage and pitiless. It was also foolish and unprofitable. Often 
in the heat of controversy combatants will kill each other off, wipe 
their mouths, and say, "I meant no harm." 

It is hard to keep your head on straight. It is easy to be mis
guided into thinking that perfidiousness is a Christian duty. Jesus 
warned that some thought they were doing service to God in kill
ing his disciples Uohn 16:2). Opposition to evil can be counterpro
ductive, causing smant people to do dumb things. When we focus 
on heresy, it is possible for us to be so obsessed that our vision 
becomes blurred and we shoot our own people. 

God-breathed scripture warns "But if ye bite and devour one 
another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another." Eu
gene Field in his classic, The Duel, talks about the gingham dog 
and the calico cat that got into a family spat. "The gingham dog 
went 'bow-wow-wow!' And the calico cat replied 'mee-ow!' The 
air was littered an hour or so with bits of gingham and calico ... 
Next morning where the two had sat they found no trace of dog or 



cat; And some folks think until this day that burglars stole the pair 
away! But the truth about the cat and pup is this: they ate each 
other up!" 

Conviction can cause consumption. If we do not know under 
whose colors we march, we bloody the field with our own. During 
World War II, I saw American artillery kill Americans. In the battle 
of Armageddon, I see soldiers of the cross slay other warriors for 
truth. We must know who the enemy is and direct our fire into his 
camp. 

It is easy for us to become confused about the difference be
tween who says something and what is being said. What is vital; 
who is unimportant. It is not critical about where the skirmish oc
curred; it is determinative as to who won the battle. To win for 
truth and right is important. 

Alexander Campbell was a great man, but he was not inspired. 
It is a blunder to suppose that because Campbell said something it 
is therefore true. Campbell is unimportant; what he said is essen
tial, if it is right. The same is true of David Lipscomb, Foy E. 
Wallace, Jr., G.C. Brewer, Tolbert Fanning, G.H.P. Showalter, B.C. 
Goodpasture, Guy Woods. The thing that determines if a teaching 
is true or false is whether God-breathed scripture supports it and 
not who said it. We listen respectfully to great teachers of the past 
and present and weigh the teaching against inspired revelation. If 
the reasoning of the teacher is compelling because it is self-evi
dendy right, then we accept it - not because of who said it, but 
because of what was said. 

Some things said by respected teachers of the past are wrong, 
but that does not mean that everything they said is wrong. Because 
a person is wrong on one point, does not mean he is wrong on ev
ery point. 

The Beroeans were noble because they checked what Paul 
taught against established, revealed truth (Acts 17:10-11). 

Apollos was eloquent, accurate, and fervent, but that is not what 
made him powerful. He was great because he was "mighty" in the 
scriptures. "He powerfully confuted the Jews, and that publicly, 
showing by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ" (Acts 18:28). 

The word translated "confuted" means to "refute or con
vince." Thayer says it is done "with rivalry and effort or in a con
test." Strong says it means "to prove downright." Vine says of the 
work of Apollos, "To confute powerfully, is an intensive form of 
elencho, 'to convict' (dia, 'through,' kata, 'down,' both intensive), 
implying that he met the opposing arguments in turn (dia), and 
brought them down to the ground (kata). It carries also the 
thought that he brought home moral blame to them." 

Apollos did all of this, we are told, publicly. So, there is nothing 
wrong with publicly refuting with rivalry and effort false teachers, 
and showing they are downright wrong. 

Still, Apollos did not understand about the baptism of the great 
commission. He knew that Jesus is the Christ. He knew about the 
baptism of John. He did not know that faith in Jesus was a condition 
to qualify a candidate for the baptism of the great commission. The 
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thing that was wrong with the twelve disciples at 
Ephesus was not that they had no knowledge of spiri
tual gifts imparted by an apostle, but they had not 
believed in Jesus (Acts 19:4). Apollos did believe in 
Jesus and taught that he is the Christ but, apparently, 
was not making that a condition for baptism - a 
subtle but important point. (A thing is not unimpor
tant because it is subtle.) 

"When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took 
him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of 
God more accurately" (Acts 18:26). Apollos publicly 
confuted the Jews, but Priscilla and Aquila privately 
corrected Apollos. There is a time for public correc
tion and there is also a time for private remedy. 

We treat children of God different from the way 
we treat the children of the devil. We do good to all 
men, but especially to those who are in the family of 
God (Gal. 6:10). "In love of the brethren be tenderly 
affectioned one to another; in honor preferring one 
another" (Rom 12:10). It would be an outcropping 
of brass plated ignorance to slay the honest brother 
who happens to be mistaken - a veritable heldath
hazzurim. 

When Paul confronted J udaizers, he first argued, 
then condemned, and finally castigated them. He 
started with disagreement that grew into "no small 
disputation" (Acts 15:1-2). He enlisted other in
spired teachers who, of course, agreed with Paul 
(Acts 15 :4-31). This developed bitter condemnation 
and rejection of the false teachers (Phil. 2:2-3). By 
the way, those to whom Paul refers in such a harsh 
way were members of the church who taught that 
physical circumcision was a condition of salvation. 

A brother is one whose spirit is born in the water 
of baptism Uohn 3:3-5). He is a new creature (2 Cor. 
5: 17). He is crucified with Christ, and Christ lives in 
him through faith (Gal. 2:20; Eph. 3: 17). He and his 
brothers are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for God's own possession (1 Pet. 
2:9). All baptized believers are a purchased posses
sion of God (1 Cor. 6: 19-20). They are his clergy -
all of them. They are his property. They are special. 
Be careful how you treat them. They are God's inher
itance. Together they are the body of Christ and to 
mistreat them is to mistreat Jesus. 

Baptism (the new birth) involves immersion for 
the purpose of cleansing. Baptism is going down into 
water (Acts 8:38); a burial in water (Col. 2:12) for 
the purpose of regeneration Uohn 3:5), washing 
away of sins (Acts 22:16), remission of sins (Acts 
2:38, and salvation (1 Pet. 3:21). It also involves a 
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coming up out of the water (Matt. 3:16-17), or resur
rection (Col. 2: 12). In baptism we are buried with 
him (Christ) and raised with him. It is a co-crucifix
ion and burial and a co-resurrection (buried with him 
- raised with him). Baptism is the focal point of sal
vation. It is the moment at which our faith saves us 
by the grace of God. Its importance can neither be 
overstated nor overemphasized. 

Unlike physical birth, the new birth is a con
scious, deliberate choice on the part of the person 
being regenerated. The believer, recognizing he is 
lost and without hope, decides to be baptized for the 
remission of sins. He hears the saving gospel, be
lieves its potent message, and makes up his mind to 
be crucified with Christ by obeying the Lord's com
mand to be buried in water and raised to a new life 
(Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:11-13; Gal. 2:20). Having made 
that deliberate choice, the person puts on Christ in 
baptism (Gal. 3:26-27). The person is in the body of 
Christ, which is his church- the church of Christ. 
All of the saved are necessarily in Christ because 
God puts them there (Acts 2:41, 47; Col. 1:13). 
There are no saved outside the church of Christ be
cause God adds the saved to the church the very 
moment they are saved. (We use the term church of 
Christ in its proper biblical sense - the great, invis
ible, universal body of Jesus.) 

It follows that those who are sprinkled, even for 
a right reason, are not baptized. Those who are im
mersed -for a wrong purpose are not baptized. Only 
those who by an exercise of faith are immersed in 
water in the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit to 
receive washing away of sins (Acts 22: 16) have a cov
enant relationship with God. They are his children, 
having been born from above. 

To be blunt, those who are sprinkled are unre
generate, regardless of the reason for their sprin
kling. Those who are immersed for a wrong reason 
(any purpose other than that stipulated in the New 
Testament) are unsaved. Those who have, as an ex
pression of faith, been immersed to receive the for
giveness of sins are born again children of the heav
enly father. This is judgmental, and true. 

Everyone, without exception, who determines to 
believe and be baptized, according to the commands 
of God, is a child of God. The person may or may not 
understand fully the whole counsel of God, but is 
still saved and in the body. He is a babe and is ex
pected to grow and develop in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding. We deal with him as a brother in 
the Lord, and a brother of the Lord. 



If he is wrong, we correct him in gentleness. Even 
if he is a committed, full-fledged, naked liberal, we 
still treat him with respect. If he is guilty of gross 
misconduct and must be put out of the fellowship of 
the saints, we nevertheless "count him not as an en
emy, but admonish him as a brother." We may not 
like him, but we must love him. Like Paul and Barna
bas, we may get along better at a distance, but we are 
still brethren. 

Baptized believers are in the family of God and 
deserve special treatment. They must not run each 
other through. Still, if a child of God falls in love 
with the present world and, though once enlight
ened, falls away from grace, it may be impossible to 
renew him to repentance (Heb. 6:5-6). 

For the land which hath drunk the rain that 
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 
meet for them for whose sake it is also tilled, 
receiveth blessing from God: but if it beareth 
thorns and thistles, it is rejected and nigh unto 
a curse; whose end is to be burned (Heb 6:7-8). 

A child of God is to be treated with deference, 
but if he becomes reprobate (unprincipled and des
tined to damnation), he must be condemned in 
strong language. He must be identified publicly by 
name so the unwary and naive may have the protec
tion of knowledge (Rom. 16:17). Still, he is a brother 
-a wicked, wayward one, perhaps, but a brother 
nevertheless. 

It is not easy to know when a person is to be tol
erated and when he is to be criticized severely. There 
are times when we must mark and avoid false teachers 
(Rom. 16: 17). At all times we are to honor and prefer 
one another. Marking a brother who is teaching fatal 
false doctrine is necessary but should be done with a 
sad reluctance. We must stand boldly in opposition to 
every false way with a courage born of deepest convic
tion, but free from jealousy and radicalism. 

Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obe
dience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, love one another from the heart fer
vently: having been begotten again, not of cor
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth. For, all 
flesh is as grass, and all the glory thereof as the 
flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the 
flower falleth: But the word of the Lord 
abideth for ever. And this is the word of good 
tidings which was preached unto you (1 Pet. 
1:22-25). 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

q.. 

The Conclusion 
(continued from page 1) 

conclusion? First, a good conclusion must be appro
priate. For example, if the conclusion is an illustra
tion it must be based on an experience common to 
the hearers. If the conclusion is an application, it 
must be relevant to the hearers. Otherwise the hear
ers will be confused. 

A conclusion must be clear. If the conclusion is an 
exhortation, it must be clear exactly what the hearers 
are being exhorted to do. If you have to explain the 
conclusion, its impact will be lost. Clarity will be 
helped if the conclusion uses short, direct sentences 
containing simple language with strong nouns and 
verbs. The preacher can speak of "sin-sick souls who 
suffer from lack of fellowship with Jehovah," or he 
can speak of "people who stumble through life with no 
Father with whom they can walk, no Friend to whom 
they can talk, and no Helper who can give them hope." 

A conclusion must be personal and pointed. 
Nathan was personal and pointed when he indicted 
David, "Thou art the man." Peter was personal and 
pointed when he charged, "Therefore let all the 
house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made 
that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Christ." A conclusion should leave no doubt as 
to the hearer's responsibility. 

A conclusion must be concrete. The conclusion 
is not a time for abstract, vague language. Abstrac
tions have no force. Of course, this does not mean 
that the preacher should use or abuse individuals. It 
does mean that the conclusion should be sufficiently 
specific to permit the hearer to apply it. 

The conclusion must be brief. In short, it should 
conclude. It is not the time to introduce new ideas. It 
should take no longer than the introduction. It 
should not be introduced by "finally," or "one more 
point," or similar phrases. Such phrases invariably 
turn the hearers' eyes from the face of the preacher 
to the face of their watches. 

The conclusion is the destination of the sermon. 
A good conclusion may on occasion sound with thun
der. It may on occasion electrify with lightning. It 
may on occasion be as quiet as a summer morning or 
as soothing as a gentle rain. But it should always, al
ways, register in the heart. 10880 Memorial Dr. 

Houston, TX 77024 
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What Came Out of Jubilee '97? 
By J. E. Choate 

Now the story of the Nashville Jubilee Inc., has 
turned full circle. There are no more hidden 
agendas. It has taken almost a decade to 

come to grips with the fact that the liberal "change 
agents" deem the time is right to seize the traditional 
churches of Christ, and to pick up the rich booty. 
The morality of this is obvious. 

Pious "change agents" failed with their subter
fuges to capture the Hendersonville, South Harpeth, 
and Concord Road churches. Coming first on the 
scene as messengers garbed in sweetness and light, 
they suddenly metamorphosed into "barracudas of 
change." 

Truth will out. Light will force its way into the 
darkest recesses. The "innards" of eight Jubilees past 
were fully exposed under the glaring theater lights of 
the shining pleasure dome of glass and steel in down
town Nashville. The genie is out of the bottle. This 
cat can not be put back in the bag. 

"Both" Sides of Nashville Jubilee, Inc. 
A defense for Jubilee set up by the Madison elders, 
and also the West End church, is that we want to hear 
both sides. There are indeed two sides to Jubilee, and 
we will hear from both. The agendas of the liberal 
change agents are now in sharp focus. The tradi
tional churches of Christ have an honorable history. 
We do not need to apologize for our faith and love 
for the church. Let Rubel Shelly and Victor Knowles 
confess their own sins, not for the life of David Lip
scomb. 

We need only to look at Jubilee '97 to gather our 
facts. ("We" is used in this article as a rhetorical de
vice to refer to the traditional churches of Christ.] 
We belong to that great crowd of witnesses who rev
erence the memory of David Lipscomb and his kind 
who stopped the digressives dead in their tracks one 
hundred years ago.) 

We shall look at Jubilee from three vantage posi
tions- what actually happened during Jubilee '97; 
how the conservatives see Jubilee; and how the lib
eral ·change agents are using Jubilee to capture un
suspecting churches. 

Jubilee '97 was carefully staged and orchestrated 
against the backdrop of the sports palace just across 
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the street from the old Ryman auditorium where 
N.B. Hardeman preached the gospel in 1922. The 
arena was set up to seat 15,000. The arena office re
ported the actual count to be 10,500. The Pentecos
tals and Baptists never showed up. Careful plans had 
been laid for the opening night of Jubilee. An early 
mailing of Jubilee propaganda from the sponsoring 
Donelson church painted Jubilee '97 as the meeting 
which would relegate the previous Hardeman and 
Collins meetings to relics of another time. 

Rubel Shelly presented Max Lucado as the great
est preacher on planet earth who is best qualified to 
preach the pure gospel of Christ. To compare this 
pseudo-gospel preacher to N.B. Hardeman and 
Willard Collins would be like comparing a head of 
cabbage to a bust of George Washington. 

During the April 22 luncheon in the Sheraton 
Music City hotel, Dr. Shelly called upon "apostle" 
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Don Finto to bless the food. Max Lucado told us as
sembled that Don Finto is his hero. The master plan 
for Jubilee '97 was opened up somewhat for viewing. 

Susan Gamble Reports Jubilee '97 
We have read Susan Gamble's glowing appraisal of 
the successes of Jubilee '97 off the ACU server. Su
san Gamble is a "true blue" apologist for Jubilee 
change agents as they push to destroy the traditional 
churches of Christ. We do not question her sincerity, 
just her interpretive judgment. 

Susan wrote, "Eleven people from our congrega
tion in Brantford, Ontario, attended the Jubilee pro
gram in Nashville last week and I thought I'd post a 
bit of a report to you all." We thank you, Susan, for 
doing so. Much of what you write is correct, and 
much is fiction. You wrote that you saw two other 
people from Canada. Just two? 

You wrote that the "speakers were absolutely 
stupendous[?]." You name Joe Beam, Rubel Shelly, 
and Jeff Walling. You also name the other Canadian 
present, Bobby Harrington, from Calgary. Susan, 
do you know that the Otter Creek elders fired this 
Jubilee speaker? Like Ken Dye formerly of Hen
dersonville, Doug Varnado of South Harpeth, and 
Scotty Harris of Concord Road, they took vengeance 
in trying to split the churches that had put bread on 
their table. Bobby did the same and went over to 
Brentwood to start up a little Willow Creek commu
nity church. 

And Susan, you couldn't get this one right be
cause you got it wrong. Like Marshall Keeble told 
me when I was writing Roll jordan Roll, "If you don't 
respect facts ... they will stand up and knock you 
down every time." You wrote, "Several Tennessee 
congregations called for a boycott of Jubilee based 
on the presumption that Max doesn't affirm baptism 
as a part of the salvation walk." Why of course he 
does believe in baptism just as do the Baptists. We 
think you hedged on this one with an obfuscation of 
calculated words. 

Instead, the elders of three great churches of 
Christ in Nashville independently addressed Jubilee. 
The Hillsboro elders made it clear, as did the 
preacher, Marlin Connely, that they do not endorse 
Jubilee. This was printed in their church bulletin. 
Have you thought about comparing the Hillsboro 
church where Batsell Barrett Baxter preached with 
Finto's "Third Wave" Belmont Church, or Shelly's 
Willow Creek style Woodmont Hills Family of God? 

The Goodlettsville elders published their objec-

tions in their church bulletin. The full text of the 
Lucado radio speech in Lubbock was also printed. 
There is no reason to garble the meaning of Lucado's 
published words on baptism. He speaks clearly for 
himself. 

The Crieve Hall elders also made their statement 
independently of all other churches. The preacher 
delivered a sermon outlining the false doctrines be
ing preached by the Jubilee change agents. Theel
ders were present for both services to express their 
unanimous disapproval of Jubilee as an enemy of the 
churches of Christ. 

Turning the Corner on the Jubilee Change Agents 

Susan, take notice of this one which should cause 
Rubel Shelly, Max Lucado, and Joe Beam to gnash 
their teeth in frustration. Sixty-eight brethren met 
July 3, 1997, in the Concord Road Church of Christ 
building to express their unanimous rejection of 
Nashville Jubilee, Inc., in general, and Rubel Shelly 
in particular. Three of the most highly profiled 
preachers m churches of Christ today stood as one in 
stating their unqualified rejection of Jubilee. 

These brethren were William Woodson, Jim Bill 
Mcinteer, and a letter from Willard Collins. Of the 
brethren who spoke, each denounced Jubilee as with 
one voice. There was no voice in support of Jubilee 
from any person who was present. There was com
mon agreement that some action should be taken to 
refute and counter the influence of Jubilee. 

Susan, you do not promote the agendas of the 
change agents which are public and on the table 
when you fail to address the facts as facts in context. 
These brethren at Concord Road knew they were 
crossing the Rubicon. This was not just another 
meeting, but a historic event. 

Susan, you and your ten friends got into town in 
time to read the Banner and Tennessean who reported 
the clear and unbiased facts. The Banner opened this 
barrel of worms July 1 with the headline - "Jubilee 
Stirs Debate Among Congregations: Conservatives 
say the speakers aren't telling the truth." 

The Tennessean printed their story with a picture 
of a man in a "praise the Lord" posture. You see the 
top of my white head to the left of the tall young man 
standing in front of me. This was an isolated scene. 
The news photographer appeared as if on cue. The 
headline read -jubilee Opens under Cloud of Un
certainty: Event's Future in Doubt. 

However, a rumor surfaced that may very well 
prove to be true. Some unidentified "guardian 
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faerie" has put down a million dollars to insure 
Jubilee's future. Would he please step forward that 
we might meet him? 

Susan paid special attention to the numerous 
booths on the Jubilee convention floor. Did she no
tice that the Gospel Advocate, the 21st Christian 
Century, and Freed Hardeman University had no dis
plays. Does she want to know why? We know. But 
did she notice the last issue Image magazine of the 
Howard Publishing Company display? 

Image is soon to be reincarnated in a new rejuve
nated Wineskins filled with new mixed and sparkling 
wines. We can hardly wait for rejuvenated Wineskins 
to replace the old Wineskins which Doug Foster and 
Andre Resner shot down in 1992. We are told we 
make martyrs out of such men by criticizing them. 
This is not our intention. 

Other Considerations 
Nine local churches supported Jubilee '97- down 
from previous years. The numbers indicate the DLU 
employees who attend these churches, 157 in all. 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

What You Will Find ... 
• A balanced program. 
• A strong Biblical emphasis. 
• A well qualified faculty (academically and in 

The Otter Creek congregation (22), Madison (4), 
Antioch (15), West End (7), Donelson (7), 
Greenridge, Woodmont Hills (33), Brentwood Hills 
(40), Harpeth H ills (23), and the Hendersonville 
Community Church of Christ (15). We think that 
there are serious problems for David Lipscomb Uni
versity reflected in these numbers. 

I counted in Mac Lynn's book 229 churches of 
Christ with Nashville mailing addresses, and the 
mailing address of nine big towns within a fifty-mile 
radius of Nashville. Compare the number of nine Ju
bilee churches with that great number of churches 
who have nothing to do with Jubilee. 

Our postmodern liberal brethren are beginning 
to run scared. I have no doubt that the great majority 
of the churches of Christ out there love the simple 
gospel. There is no middle ground in the churches of 
Christ for those who speak half the language of the 
Jews and half the language of Ashdod. 

37141h Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 3 7215 
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• Approved for V. A. benefits. 
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Lectureship books from other years (some in short supply) 
"If The Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do?" ( 1997) $ 14.00 
"You Have Heard It Said. .. But The Bible Says" (1996) $14.00 
"Good News That Troubles The World" (1 995) $ 13.75 
"The Doctrine Of Christ" (1994) $ 13.75 

Credit Cards Are Accepted - Call 800-320- 9780 
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(The venerable octogenarian- soon to be non-octogenarian -].A. McNutt once again offers his counsel 
born of many years of study and observation. To the rebellious young we remind you of the words of Moses, 
"Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honor the face of the old man, and thou shalt fear thy God: I am 
Jehovah» (Lev 19:32). Thank you, brother McNutt, and God bless and keep you.) 

Despising the House of God 
By J. A. McNuH 

P aul instructed Timothy, a young evangelist, con
cerning his behavior in the house of God, 
which is the church of the living God. He fur

ther affirms that this spiritual body, the church, is both 
the pillar and the foundation upon which the truth 
rests (1 Tim. 3: 15). The church of our Lord is so es
sential in God's plan of salvation that all men should 
know how to conduct themselves in the house of God. 
Christ loved the church and gave himself for it having 
purchased it with is own blood (Acts 20:28). The 
church is not our Savior, but Christ saves the church 
(Eph. 5:23, 25). In the eyes of my Lord the church is 
destined to be glorious, pure, holy, and without blem
ish (Eph. 5 :27). The love of Christ for his church is 
typical of the love that husbands should have for their 
wives. Since this is true, what should be our attitude 
toward the church? How could anyone hate or de
spise that which the Lord loves and for which he died? 

Paul Once Despised the Church 
Before his conversion, Saul of Tarsus, later known as 
Paul, was a bitter enemy of the church. The early 
Christians feared him because he had participated in 
the death of Stephen and was the leader of the "great 
persecution against the church in Jerusalem" (Acts 
8:1). Christians, fearing for their lives, left Jerusalem 
and were scattered abroad in the regions of Judea 
and Samaria, except for the apostles. Following the 
burial of Stephen, it is said, "As for Saul, he made 
havoc of the church, entering into every house, and 
hailing men and women committed them to prison" 
(Acts 8:3). 

Luke, the author of Acts, further describes Saul's 
severe persecution of the church, prior to his conver
sion. He reports that, "Saul yet breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of 
the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of 
him letters to Damascus to the synagogues that if he 
found any of this way, whether they were men or 
women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem" 
(Acts 9:1-2). 

Did Saul Feel He Was Right? 
There can be no question as to Paul's sincerity or 
honesty when he persecuted the followers of Jesus. 
In his defense before King Agrippa he says, "I verily 
thought with myself, that I ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which 
thing I also did in Jerusalem and many of the saints 
did I shut up in prison, having received authority 
from the chief priests; and when they were put to 
death, I gave my voice against them" (Acts 26:9-10). 

Our first introduction to Saul (or Paul) was when 
he consented to the death of Stephen (Acts 7:58; 
8:1). This was something he lived to regret, but God 
forgave him because he did it "ignorantly in unbe
lief" (1 Tim. 1:13). He was a fanatical supporter of 
Judaism, who believed that Christ was an impostor, 
that Christians were heretics and that he was honor
ing God by destroying the church. Thinking he was 
right didn't make it right. Later he confessed that he 
had been "chief of sinners" (1 T11ll. 1: 15). Having a 
good conscience was no excuse for his actions (Acts 
23:1). He, like many good people today, who are 
practicing religious error, are conscientious and 
think they are all right in churches founded by men 
- churches never mentioned in the Bible. It is sad 
that so many good people have been deceived by 
false teachers, and are worshiping God in unscrip
tural ways Uohn 4:24). Search the scriptures for 
yourself, open the New Testament and make sure 
you are right. 

Saul Convlded of His Sins 
Christ challenged Saul from his throne in heaven say
ing "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me" (Acts 
9:4-6). Saul learned, finally, that in persecuting the 
church, he has really been persecuting the Lord, who 
loves and defends his church. In despising and killing 
those early Christians he has been fighting against 
God. No matter how zealous and conscientious he 
had been, even though he thought he was right, be 
sinned and needed to be forgiven of ignorance and 
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unbelief. Now "trembling and astonished," he says, 
"Lord, what will thou have me to do?" Contrary to the 
views of Calvinists, who say that man's salvation is by 
grace alone, and that we cannot contribute one whit to 
our salvation, Saul was told to "arise, and go into the 
city and it shall be told you what thou must do" (Acts 
9:6). Ananias, sent to tell Saul what he must do, said, 
"Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, call
ing on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22: 16). 

Some False Teachers Despise the Church 
There are some pseudo-intellectuals who despise the 
church, and reject biblical authority. They have 
adopted the tenets of Calvinism and the subjective 
views of neo-pentecostalism. They assert that obedi
ence is not essential, salvation is by grace alone and 
substitute feelings for faith. Here are a few excerpts 
from tapes or lectures by these men: 

"It is a scandalous and outrageous lie to teach 
that salvation arises from human activity. We do not 
contribute one whit to our salvation." 

"I'm not saved because I believed, or because I 
repented, or because I was baptized, or because I go 
to church, or because I eat the Lord's Supper or be
cause I give money, or because I go to Jubilee." 

The church is being ridiculed and attacked by 
these men. They are teaching their children to de
spise the church by such statements as this, "My 
children will not stay with the church I grew up in. 
They will not be part of an irrelevance." 

They reject pattern theology, but God had a strict 
pattern for the tabernacle and the temple, and both 
were types of the church. Moses was admonished of 
God when he was about to make the tabernacle: 
"See, saith he, that thou make all things according to 
the pattern shewed to thee in the mount" (Heb. 8 :5). 

God had a pattern for the ark, he has a pattern 
for the church, and all that he does is according to a 
definite plan or pattern. A lady was saying to her 
friend, "I made this dress without a pattern." The 
friend replied, "Yes, I noticed." What these men pro
mote is not according to God's pattern. It features 
compromise with denominationalism, and promotes 
Calvinistic theology. 

Again we are told. "If your church is not willing 
to change, the death warrant of your church has been 
signe4." I am a member of the Lord's church that 
began on Pentecost (Acts 2), and did not originate 
with the Restoration Movement. It is destined to 
stand forever (Dan. 2:44, Heb. 12:28). 

Several erring brothers who continue to criticize, 
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deride, and vilify the church will one day give ac
count to Christ for the way they have treated his 
beautiful bride. We have endured their contempt 
long enough. I am tired of being "church of 
Christers," "traditionalists," "moss backs," and "old 
fogies" which reminds us that our brethren were 
stigmatized in the same manner in the 1800s when 
the liberals stole our schools and took our church 
buildings. 

All of these men should be ashamed of how they 
have misquoted and misrepresented many of the 
great gospel preachers who fought the battles and 
established the churches where these men occupy 
the pulpits and reap the fruits of the pioneer's labors. 
They have the gall to criticize men whose shoelaces 
they would be unworthy to loose. 

A man that bath set at nought Moses law dieth 
without compassion on (the word of) two or 
three witnesses: of bow much sorer punish
ment, think ye, shall he be judged worthy, who 
bath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant where
with he was sanctified an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? For 
we know him that said, Vengeance belongeth 
unto me, I will recompense. And again, The 
Lord shall judge his people. It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God. But call 
to remembrance the former days, in which, af
ter ye were enlightened, ye endured a great 
conflict of sufferings; partly, being made a 
gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; 
and partly, becoming partakers with them that 
were so used. For ye both had compassion on 
them that were in bonds, and took joyfully the 
spoiling of your possessions, knowing that ye 
have for yourselves a better possession and an 
abiding one. Cast not away therefore your 
boldness, which hath great recompense of re
ward (Heb. 10:28-35). 

2426 Lacosta Dr. 
Bartlett, 1N 38134 
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Missionary Page -Rod Rutherford, editor 

Bouake Bible School 
By Barry Baggott 

The first class to receive training at the Bouake 
Bible School in Cote d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast), 
West Mrica, participated in a graduation cer

emony June 7, said Barry Baggott, missionary and di
rector of the school. 

Bouake Bible School began in September 1995 as 
a two-year program to train French-speaking Mrican 
evangelists. The school is located in the city of 
Bouake and is operated in cooperation with the 
church in that city. 

Speakers at the commencement exercises were 
Baggott; George Akpabli, director of the Center of 
Biblical Training in Cotonou, Benin; and Seraphin 
M'Bla, a law student and member of the Bouake 
church. About 165 people attended the ceremony. Ten 
men, ranging in age from 24 to 42, comprised the first 
class. Nine were Ivorians and one was Ghanaian. 

The training program included courses in all the 
books of the Bible as well as other subjects such as 
church history, music, French, church growth, tradi
tional Mrican religion, Islam, denominational doc
trines, the Christian family, the Holy Spirit, and his
tory and geography of Bible times. Each student was 
required to spend seven hours weekly in personal 
evangelism, resulting in 22 conversions during the 
two years. The students worked in an agricultural 
program to help provide some of their own food. 

The school was operated on a three-months-on, 
three-months-off basis. During the three-month 
breaks students could choose to return to their 
homes, and help their home congregations, or to stay 
in Bouake and learn a trade. Upon graduation the 
students are expected to be self-supporting until 
such time as the congregations with which they work 
can take over their support. 

The goal of the program is to train men, not as 
pastors or church administrators, but as men who 
will do the work of an evangelist: teaching the lost, 
establishing and building up congregations of the 
Lord's church. Those places where men have been 
trained in larger numbers are generally those places 
where the church has grown the most. We desper
ately need more gospel preachers in French Mrica. 

Since graduation, five students ,..------, 
have returned to their home congre
gations. One has moved to a town 
where the church consisted of just 
one family, and one moved to a city 
where no church of Christ existed 
previously. Another is planning to 
help a new congregation in another 
town after completing his vocational 
training. One has moved with his family to the coun
try of Burkina Faso to work with the small church in 
the capital city of Ouagadougou. The remaining stu
dent plans to help the church in Conakry, Guinea, 
while a leader in that congregation is being trained in 
the Bouake Bible School. 

Baggott, as well as being the director of the school, 
is the primary teacher. Also teaching two-week classes 
each trimester are Isaac Gnohou, an Ivorian evange
list supported by Woodlawn Church of Christ in Flo
rence, Ala., and John Kessie, a Ghanaian evangelist 
supported by Prestoncrest Church of Christ in Dallas, 
Texas. Other teachers who came for one to three 
weeks were Ken Hargesheimer, Lubbock, Texas; 
Garth Hutchinson, Marseilles, France; Charles 
White, Lyon, France; Doyle Kee, Geneva, Switzer
land; Dan McVey, Accra, Ghana; Christian Nsoah, 
Tema, Ghana; Bob Prater, Stuttgart, Germany. 

The next class at the school is scheduled to start 
in September and should comprise 10 to 12 students. 

Students in the first class were lodged in rented 
housing, but construction of a simple dormitory 
building is under way. Classes are conducted in the 
rented building of the Bouake Church of Christ. 

Baggott and his wife, Rachel, have served in Ivory 
Coast since September 1987. They have two sons, 
Andrew, 7, and Matthew, 4. The Baggotts' sponsor
ing congregation is Crieve Hall Church of Christ in 
Nashville, Tenn. They work with Bonnie Tirey, who 
is sponsored by the Ninth and Elm church in Orange, 
Texas. 04 B.P.544 

Bouake 04, Cote d'Ivoire 
Fax: (225) 63.85.42 
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Post-restor tionism? 
By James Baird 

'

housands of us have believed the most bibli
cal, common-sense approach to Christianity 
is restoration, i.e. a current restoration of the 

church as revealed from the mind of God in the New 
Testament. However, we are now facing charges 
which can best be labeled "post-restorationism." 
The salvos come from a wide variety of sources and 
include: (1) The hermeneutics of restoration is fun
damentally flawed. (2) Restoration is too divisive, 
separating the church from the denominational 
world in an ecumenically minded age. (3) Restora
tion is much too simplistic, not leading to serious 
scholarship. (4) Restoration is too provincial, lacking 
the internal machinery for world-wide evangelism or 
the training of preachers. (5) Restoration originally 
spoke to the religious culture of its day, but history 
brings change and today restoration is no longer the 
best ideal. It is time to change. 

Post-restorationism has some appeal but should 
be whole-heartedly rejected. When we buy into it, 
we turn our backs on certain convictions which are 
fundamental including the following: (1) The Bible is 
a complete and authoritative revelation of the will of 
God. (2) The reality of the church has existed in the 

Give your Bible class curriculum Lambert's 
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mind of God from all eternity (Eph. 3:10). He pur
posed that the church be the pillar and ground of the 
truth (1 Tim. 3:15), make known his wisdom {Eph. 
3: 10), and bring glory to him (Eph. 3:21). (3) The 
New Testament reveals terms of entrance into the 
church, its work, worship, organization and the 
Christ-like life God desires his people to live. (4) By 
following the Bible's teaching the church which God 
purposed can exist today. 

These convictions are a package. As the history of 
the Disciples' Movement clearly proves, to reject one, 
in principle, leads to a rejection of all. Weighed in 
the light of the consequences, the price of post
restorationism is much too great. To quote Benjamin 
Franklin, "We will have paid too much for the 
whistle." 14100 Benson Rd 

Edmond, OK 73013 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

{or the ~ 
o.,_.t 
~ 

A "total approach" to world evangelism -

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman 
• Literature: Rod Rutherford 
• Bible correspondence Courses: Ray Sullins 
• Campaign follow-up: Ed Crookshank 
• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 
• Bible Questions: David Amos, Roy J. Hearn 

and Albert McDaniel 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 

Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 
Phone (601) 895-9740 • Fax (601) 895-9741 

~ 



SoUTHWEsT 
SCHOOL OF BffiLE STUDIES 
and GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
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Here's why: 
• Southwest is one of the pioneer schools of preaching among churches of Christ. Southwest course 

credits are accepted at select Christian universities (now up to 65 semester hours). 

• Southwest has one of the strongest Bible departments to be found anywhere. The Southwest Bible 
department is divided into four academic sections: the Department of Bible Exposition, 
the Department of Bible Studies, the Department of Bible Preaching, and the Department 
of Bible Doctrine. 

•Southwest has a Bible faculty which is composed of some of the best qualified and most experienced 
Bible teachers in the brotherhood. They hove formerly served as founding directors and 
faculty members in eight other faithful schools of preaching and college Bible chairs. 
They hove served as founding editors, editors, and staff writers for ten religious journals 
and brotherhood periodicals. 

• Southwest has a Bible faculty which is composed of carefully selected men who ore loyal to the 
Truth. There is no question as to where our Bible professors stand spiritually and doctri
nally on the fundamentals of the Faith, including the textual integrity of the Bible and the 
verbal inspiration of Scripture! 

• Southwest provides an outstanding full-time collegiate program of preacher training. Southwest 
meets eight hours every day from 8:00a.m. to 4:00 p.m., five days each week. Southwest 
students now toke nine Bible courses each academic quarter. 

• Southwest students ore required to complete 72 college-level Bible courses before they earn the 
Southwest diploma. Southwest offers one year of Bible-related English grammar study in 
addition to one year of coursework in research and writing. In addition Southwest 
provides one of the finest research libraries among schools of preaching (16,000 vol
umes). 

• Southwest students study the entire English Bible using the verse-by-verse method of study as 
opposed to merely surveying the books of the Bible. Southwest students will also toke two 
years of expository preaching and topical preaching as well as two years of Greek Bible 
reading in addition to coursework in classical Hebrew language study. Coursework is 
offered in debate: principles and practice. 

• Southwest students ore required to memorize over 160 Bible verses each academic quarter in their 
Bible exposition courses. This is in addition to other research papers and projects as 
assigned by our Bible teachers. 

• Southwest is tuition-free - V. A. benefits - limited scholarships available. We ore ready to moil you 
a complete information pocket. Call or write today! A friendly reception awaits incoming 
students! 

If you really ·want to learn the Bible and /Jon' to preach it ... Southn'est is for you! 

Alumni, friends, and prospective students of Southwest are invited to attend the annual 
Southwest Supporters Luncheon at the Denton Lectureship- noon, Tuesday, November J J, 
at Wyatt's Cafeteria in Denton. All lectureship supporters are encouraged to attend. 
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Is Belief in a Six-Day Creation Apostasy? 
By Wayne Jackson 

I n a recent issue of his magazine, Does God Ex
ist?, John N. Clayton of South Bend, Indiana 
had an article titled: "Biblical Fundamentals vs 

Religious Fundamentalism." The design of the piece 
is to ridicule those so-called "fundamentalists" who 
believe that the entire creation was effected within 
the six days of history's initial week. Clayton says 
"religious fundamentalism has done an incredible 
amount of damage." He identifies six-day creation
ism as a basic component of "fundamentalism," and 
puts it in the same category with belief in UFOs, de
mon exorcism, etc. Here is one of his comments. 

It [fundamentalism] demands the entire cre
ation to have been accomplished in a literal 
seven-day week instead of recognizing God has 
been [sic] active before and after that week. 

What should be said in response to this mis
guided brother's charge? First of all, none of the 
Lord's people, with whom this writer is familiar, 
adopts the designation "fundamentalist." A Bible be
liever ought to be satisfied with the name "Chris
tian." This appellation should signify that one ac
cepts the testimony of the Scriptures, neither more 
nor less, for his authority in all matters relating to 
faith and practice. Since none of us was there at the 
beginning, we are wholly dependent upon the decla
rations of the inspired writers as to what happened. 
Second, Clayton's allegation- that "the entire cre
ation" was not accomplished within earth's first 
week should be examined in the light of biblical testi
mony, not within an emotional climate tainted with 
evolutionary suppositions. And make no mistake 
about it; this brother has been significantly influ
enced by the propaganda of evolutionism. For ample 
documentation see: Wayne Jackson & Bert Thomp
son, In the Shadow of Darwinism -A Review of the 
Teachings of John N. Clayton (Apologetics Press, 
1992). Let us focus upon Clayton's statement that 
"God has been [sic] active before and after that 
week." Consider the following factors." 

The Total Creation in Six Days 
There is the explicit testimony of Moses, who de
clared: "[I]n six days Jehovah made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is" (Ex. 20: 11). 
Two items are of special interest, "in" and "all." The 
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creation-"all" of it-was accomplished "in" the 
six-day period. The Hebrew term ko~ rendered 
"all," signifies "the whole" or "totality" of a thing 
(Gesenius, 396). Could a statement be clearer than 
that? It is difficult to see how. But Clayton simply 
cannot accept that. And why not? Because he has 
endorsed the evolutionary system of chronology that 
demands the earth be billions of years old. Our 
friend's belief in a substantial portion of the evolu
tionary theory has distorted his view of the Bible. 

Nothing Before "The Beginnlngn 
The Genesis record commences with these words: 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth." Subsequently, the text says: "And there was 
evening, and there was morning, one day." Verses 1-5 
deal with the divine activity of the beginning day of 
earth's first week. But Clayton suggests that "before 
that week" God had already "been active" in the 
work of creation. Does that make any sense at all 
from a logical point of view? How could God have 
been "creating" before the beginning of the "cre
ation"? Such a contradiction should not be attrib
uted to be Scriptures. 

The Work Was "Finlshedn 
John Clayton further asserts that God was involved 
in creative activity "after that week." That statement 
explicitly contradicts the testimony of Genesis 2:1-3. 
Therein Moses records that "the heavens and the 
earth" and "all the host of them" were "finished" 
(kalah - "to complete, bring to an end," Brown, et 
al., 4 78) as the first week came to a conclusion. The 
inspired writer affirms that God "rested" (shabhath 
-"to cease, desist," Brown, et al., 991) from "all" 
his creation activity. One scholar notes that this lan
guage "implies that the created world came into be
ing as a fully developed whole, as a finished product. 
God's creative power did not merely produce a phe
nomenon with vast possibilities and potentials 
which, in turn, would develop in the course of eons 
of time. The world was finished, complete, a product 
of God's workmanship and was fully done" (Aalders, 
74). This agrees with the well-known first law of 
thermodynamics, which asserts that, according to 
present processes, nothing is being created. 



Clayton's Radicalism 
John Clayton is so radical in his quest to find "cre
ation activity" outside the bounds of the initial week, 
that he labels the contrary view as "apostasy." Within 
this context he charges: "The apostasy of religious 
fundamentalism has been as catastrophic as the for
saking of the simple message of the gospel by modern 
denominationalism" (8). The gentleman appears to 
be calling for a cessation of fellowship with all who 
subscribe to a literal understanding of the Mosaic 
testimony. If the brother is accurate in his charge, 
Moses himself becomes an apostate (Ex. 20:11). 
That is a most serious implication. 

NOTES 
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Wonderful new reference book 

Know Your Bible 
by Frank Dunn 

•Containing an analysis of every book 
In the Bible 

• Valuable guide and textbook 
• Personal Bible study 
• Men's classes 
• Women•s groups 
• Preacher and teacher training 
• Adults and teen classes 

• Beautifully bound hardback 
•650pages 
• Suitable for libraries and treasured gifts 

• $25.00 each 
plus $2.50 shipping 

Frank and Yvonne Dunn Publications 
P. 0. Box 4156 
Temple, Texas 76505-4156 

Southwest Faculty 
to Study in Israel 
AUSTIN - On August 18, 1997 Southwest School of Bible 

Studies began Its twentieth (20th) year of service to the 
church. The school was established by the Elders of the 
Southwest church of Christ In 1978 as a program for training 
preachers and Bible teachers, and the school continues to 
enjoy great success and strong support from faithful breth· 
ren. 

As a part of the on-going faculty development program at 
Southwest, Joseph D. Meador, Director of the school, will be 
studying In Jerusalem for one month (October 25 through 
November 26). Meador, who serves on the Faculty of Old 
Testament at Southwest, will be taking Intensive course work 
in Biblical archaeology at Jerusalem University College, and 
will also be conducting guided graduate research at the He
brew University of Jerusalem during his one-month of resi
dency in the city. 

Meador Is a graduate of The University of Texas and has 
conducted further graduate research at the State University 
of New York (Albany), Hebrew Union College and Southwest 
University. He Is also a 1983 graduate of Memphis School of 
Preaching In Memphis, Tennessee. 

Meador has been Director of Southwest School of Bible 
Studies since 1993 and now serves as Dean of the South
west Graduate School of Bible which was established in 
1994. The academic emphasis of the newly established 
graduate program at Southwest Is on ancient Near Eastern 
history In a Biblical context. 

During the next academic year (1998) John W. Moore will 
travel to Jerusalem University College for a similar Intensive 
three week study course In Biblical archaeology as well as In 
Bible geography. Moore serves on the Faculty of New Testa
ment at Southwest School of Bible Studies where he teaches 
courses In archaeology and geography, and New Testament 
Greek In addition to New Testament textual courses. 

This opportunity In faculty development at Southwest 
School of Bible Studies Is made possible by the Eldership of 
the Southwest church of Christ In Austin, Texas which over
sees the school as one of several Important works of the 
congregation. 

The Southwest church of Christ provides the complete fl· 
nanclal support for the four full-time faculty members at the 
school: Gary Colley, Alfonso (AI) Macias, Joseph D. Meador, 
and John W. Moore. Brethren 11m Ayers and Carl Garner 
serve as part-time faculty members at the school in addition 
to their full-time work with area congregations. Faithful and 
sound brethren from many parts of the United States help to 
provide the required financial support of the students who at
tend the two-year, full-time program. 

For further information you are encouraged to contact 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin. Texas 78748 

(512) 282-2438 • toll-free 1-80G-805-7792 
Fax (512) 282-2486 • E-Mail: SWSBS@aol.com 
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Toreador-Shelly Debate on Unity 
(Shelly~s portion of the debate is taken from a 

speech he made at a "spiritual renewal conference» at 
Florence~ Alabama~ April19, 1996. Toreador~s stuff is 
recent. The reason we must debate with a transcript is 
that Shelly does not now believe in open dialogue. He 
prefers monologue, even to the· point of putting 
words in an imaginary opponent~s mouth. In his first 
affirmative, Shelly made some disturbing comments 
about the essential evil of ever, under any circum
stances, saying that anything is wrong- Firm Foun
dation, Sept. 1997.) 

Secoad AHirmatlve ., lu.el Shelly, 
a Dodor of Philosophy 

Several years ago - it, in fact, was probably 10 
or 11 years ago- I was in Kenya with a group 
of missionaries. Missionaries there from dif

ferent groups, and after a day of Bible study and 
prayer together, we were outside in the Elgong hills 
with a roaring fire that had been built that we were 
around, and just enjoying conversation at that point. 
And someone in the group said, "You know, if we 
were back in the United States, I couldn't be doing 
this with you, because over here we really don't 
know our denominational distinctions- except per
haps by the return address of the envelope that 
brings our working fund and monthly salaries -be
cause here in a context of unbelief and animism you 
value the presence of every Christian brother and 
sister. You value fellow believers and you work to
gether to try to work against the darkness." 

And then first one and then another, and I had to 
admit the same thing, that the kind of sharing that we 
had been doing together that day, if done back at 
home around some of the people that I knew best, 
would not only be looked upon as perhaps compro
mising. it might in fact be opposed and angrily re
jected and turned away. 

A lot has happened in 10 years. A lot has hap
pened in my life personally in 10 years. A lot has hap
pened in my church in 10 years. A lot has happened 
in your churches in the last 10 years. We not only are 
not going after each other's jugulars any more -just 
the benign neglect we realize has been wrong - and 
we are stepping across and we are chipping away and 
trying to make penetrations of light-type openings in 
walls. 
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Because we're realizing that increasingly we're 
surrounded, and our circle is shrinking and the 
things that our culture is beginning to afftrm and 
value and the things on which it takes its stand are 
things that are antithetical to what we are about -
what God has called us to, and that we need every 
one of us on the same team (Amen). 

Our typically entrepreneurial approach to reli
gion has not valued that kind of solidarity. We are af
ter all Americans. We glory jn our individualism. In 
the United States there are forty times more church 
buildings than there are MacDonalds. U.S. News & 
World Report, said a while back that there are now 
22,000 different denominations - not just church 
buildings - in a given region, but 22,000 different 
denominations with S new ones forming every week. 
Maybe we are coming into one of those good times 
that will allow believers to belie the sort of black-eye 
headlines that Christians have customarily made. We 
more often make headlines, or get news coverage in 
papers, when we have church fights or when a 
church splits or when there is the angry firing of a 
pastor or whatever it may be. 

Secoad lespoase ., L. Toreador, a •ull fighter 
There has never been a time when those insisting 
upon faithful adherence to the Bible could not enjoy 
a cordial visit with denominational people. It is true 
that the conversation might turn to points of differ
ence over doctrine, but the discussion would be ami
able. If Shelly thinks faithful brothers disallowed 
such exchanges 10 or 11 years ago, he labors under a 
mighty delusion. 

On the other hand, if Shelly compromised truth 
to get along with false teachers, that would be a 
horse of a different color. Did his environment cause 
Shelly to be ashamed of the gospel and apologize for 
its strict teaching on oneness? 

Think about the ethics of missionaries participat
ing in something they knew the people who paid 
them would not approve, and keeping it a secret. Re
member that Doctor Shelly holds a Ph.D. in philoso
phy and taught medical ethics at Vanderbilt. Pshaw! 

Unity at the expense of truth is too great a price 
to pay. It is truth that makes us free from the bondage 
of sin ijohn 8:32). It is by the one-way-of-truth that 
we can come to the Father through the Son ijohn 



14:6). When we walk in the light of sacred revela
tion, we have fellowship one with another (1 John 
1:7). 

Rubel, please give the documentation for the 
22,000 different denominations. Frankly, I think you 
misread the article, or got carried away and exagger
ated. 

Unity is important and those who promote it are 
right. Those who cause division are wrong. Division 
is not wrong, but causing it is sinful (Matt. 10:32-
41). Unity must be based on loyal acceptance and 
obedience to truth. When teachers reject truth and 
promote error, they cause division and are wrong. 
We will all be on the same team when we all go by the 
same rules. 

It matters little if the media is helpful or hurtful. 
The media, like the kingdoms of men, will wax and 
wane. It matters a great deal if we are truly following 
the teaching of Jesus, or if we ignore and depart from 
it. Our purpose must not be public relations, but per-

sonal devotion. When it is our aim to make newspa
per reporters happy, we shall not be servants of Jesus 
(Gal. 1:10). 

It is important for us to be united in word and 
doctrine. "Now I beseech you, brethren, through the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing and that there be no divisions among you; 
but that ye be perfected together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment" (1 Cor 1:10). 

Wrestling error in support of truth is noble and 
necessary. "Only let your manner of life be worthy of 
the gospel of Christ: that, whether I come and see 
you or be absent, I may hear of your state, that ye 
stand fast in one spirit, with one soul striving for the 
faith of the gospel" (Phil1:27). 

If you are not striving, you are not right. 
The bull is slain by the sword of the Spirit. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 
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The Church in Transition 
By Adron Doran 

Many of our brethren are speaking and writ
ing about making changes in the church to 
make a transition into the coming twenty

first century. They justify their claim that the church 
must affect changes in certain areas because society 
is in the process of change so as to meet the challenge 
of the next century. The social order has changed 
throughout the ages and will continue to change in 
response to the will of men. However, the church is 
neither a social institution nor the creature of soci
ety. The church is a divine institution purchased by 
the blood of Jesus Christ whom God made head of 
the body, the church, therefore, is subject to the 
stipulations which God places upon it. 

The role of woman has changed in the social 
fields of education, government, business and pro
fessions. This is no reason or excuse, though, to ad
vocate and instigate changes in the role of women in 
the church. The social order has renounced the au
thority of the Scriptures but this is no reason for the 
church to propose and adapt a new theology that 
changes the interpretation of the Bible. The church is 
supposed to be the agent to change society and not 

one that reacts in accordance to societal influences. 
The apostle announced to the church in Rome the 

criteria by which we should pursue spiritual matters: 

Do not be conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and ac
ceptable and perfect will of God (Rom. 12:2). 

The Holy Spirit claims that the church of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was in the eternal pur
pose of God the Father (Eph. 3:7-12). The ancient 
prophets pointed to the time and place for the estab
lishment of the kingdom of God (Dan. 2:44; Isa. 
2:1-4). The Son of God himself promised that He 
would build the church (Matt. 16:13-19). 

In due season the purpose of God was realized, 
the prophesies were fulfilled the promises were kept 
on the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem in the year A.D. 
33. The Holy Spirit came upon the·apostles after 
they had been endued with power from on high to 
execute the Great Commission (Mark 16:15; Acts 
2). The power of God was wrought in Christ whom 
he raised from the dead and gave him to be head of 
the church (Eph. 1:18-23). 
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Following the sermon delivered by the apostle 
Simon Peter, three thousand gladly received his 
word, were baptized, and in the same day were 
added unto them (Acts 2:41). Dr. Luke adds the ob
servation that "the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved" (Acts 2:47). The ancient 
order of things was set forth by the apostles doctrine 
in which the early saints continued steadfastly (Acts 
2:42). That order has obtained throughout the cen
turies and men should not tinker with that system in 
the close of the present century. 

Transition to Christianity 
God intended for the Jews, Gentiles and heathens of 
the first century to make a transition from their for
eign state to Christianity. God mandated this difficult 
transition from Judaism and false gods to a new sys
tem. The apostle Paul told the Colossians that God 
blotted "out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out 
of the way, nailing it to the cross" (Col. 2:14 ). This 
was a well-planned transition into a state where sal
vation was brought to all men in the church through 
the blood of Jesus Christ. There is no other period in 
human history comparable. 
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Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ. 

Subscribe to 

The Caring and Sharing Newsletter 

for news about the health of other members. Sub
scribers help each other pay their medical bills. 
It's very economical! Note: This Is not an Insur
ance company. 

As a subscriber, other newsletter subscribers will 
help you pay your medical bills, and you can do 
the same for them. Your gift is sent by you, not 
CSN, to relieve the subscriber who has had a 
medical emergency. 

For more information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing Newsletter 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-8()(}-288-2044 

The plan has been in effect and working smoothly 
for over five (5) years. Let us hear from you today I 

The CSN is NOT an Insurance company. 
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Transition to Catholicism 
In spite of the warnings by the apostles to the church 
against apostasy the body of Christ began a slow and 
gradual process of falling away during the third and 
fourth centuries. The result was that the New Testa
ment church was transformed into the Roman 
Catholic Church. The apostate church reached its 
height in ecclesiastical and civil political powers in 
1215 with the meeting of the Fourth Lateran Council 
in Rome. The papacy had become full grown and 
monarchs were made subject to it. The pope was de
clared to be the Vicar of Christ and authorized to 
speak ex cathedra. This transition held sway during 
the period of the Dark Ages. 

Transition to Protestantism 
The apostate church made the transition from the 
complete denomination of the Catholic Church to 
the system of Protestantism during the 1500s and 
1600s. The Italian Renaissance and the European 
Protestant Reformation brought about this transi
tion. Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Wycliffe, 
Ulrich Zwingli and others sought to reform the false 
teachings and the corrupt practices of the Catholic 
Church. However, they did little more than affect a 

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

ENGRAVING 
I 

HEAVENLY TRUTHS 
I 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 

D. L. Woods Publications 
4625 Virginia Drive 

Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 
Phone 895-8437 



transition into denominationalism and sectarianism. 
This state of religion gave rise to various human 
creeds and confessions of faith which obtain to this 
good day. 

Transition from Reformation to Restoration 
The state of conflict, division, controversy and con
tention, in which the apostate church found itself, 
gave rise to efforts to restore New Testament Chris
tianity. The church had lost its identity and the gospel 
of Christ had lost its power and significance. Indi
viduals were called by the names of men who led the 
Reformation. 

The first efforts to restore the New Testament 
church were made in Scotland by John Glas, Robert 
Sandeman, Greville Ewing and the Haldane broth
ers. They affected a break with the Church of Scot
land in the 1700s and went about establishing inde
pendent churches that would take the Bible as their 
only rule of faith and practice. 

The process of the Restoration Movement was 
more perfectly executed in America under the lead
ership of Barton Warren Stone in Kentucky and Tho
mas Campbell and his son, Alexander, in Pennsylva
nia during the early 1800s. By accepting the motto to 
"speak where the Scriptures speaks and remain si
lent where the Scriptures are silent," they were able 
to bring about a transition from Protestantism to 
New Testament Christianity. They prepared to elimi
nate from the teaching and practice those things that 
are not contained in the Bible and refuse admission 
of those things into the worship of the church on 
which the Bible is silent. This was a most significant 
transition which the church made in an effort to re
store "pure and undefiled religion before God and 
the Father" Uames 1:7). 

Transition to Innovations 
The associates of Barton Stone and of Alexander 
Campbell came together at the Hill Street Church, 
Lexington, Kentucky on January 1, 1832, to bind 
themselves in a more perfect union. The representa
tives agreed with Raccoon John Smith in his keynote 
address when he said: 

God has but one people on this earth. He has 
given them but one book. Let us come to the 
Bible alone, which is able to give us all of the 
light we need. 

Bible lnfonet 
hHp://WWW.bible·lnfonet.org/ 

The Stone-Campbell movement united and ad
vanced on the basis of that principle as Christians 
only and as the corporate body of Christ. However, 
by 1849 a delegate assembly of restorers met in Cin
cinnati, Ohio, and organized the American Christian 
Missionary Society. Many of the restored congrega
tions became society churches while others re
mained non-society churches. A decade later (1859) 
one of the self-styled liberals within the movement, 
L.L. Pinkerton, introduced a mechanical instrument 
of music into the worship of the Midway, Ky. church. 
Their innovation further divided the churches into 
society-organ churches and non-society non-organ 
churches. In the main those congregations that affili
ated with the missionary society and introduced the 
organ into worship became known as Christian 
Churches while those which rejected both continued 
to be known as churches of Christ. When the gate to 
innovations was opened the Christian Church/Dis
ciples of Christ movement went into a full-fledged 
denomination. The transition from a biblical position 
to a non-biblical position proved catastrophic to the 
church. 

History Repeats 
We ask our brethren, in the light of history, and our
selves why would some today lead the church into 
unscriptural changes under the guise of transition? 
We can meet all of the challenges of a new century 
without changing the doctrine of Christ and the 
practices of the New Testament church. We can deal 
effectively with societal changes by keeping the "an
cient landmarks" and walking in the "old paths." 

111 Woodland Ave. 
Lexington, KY 40502 

It: 

Midwestem 
School of Preaching 

o 2-year course of study ~ 
o Study entire Bible text ,. • 
o Practical and foundational fields ~ 

fully covered 
o Wives program 
o Annual evangelistic campaigns 
o Yearly student lectureship in June 
o Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 259-3875 

Midwestern School of Preac~lng 
10800 Kentucky • SuRar Creek. MO 64054 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Allegiance? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

lpledge allegiance to the flag of the United States 
of America ... One nation under God with lib
erty and justice for all." Notice that the pledge 

says under God, not from God. 
Most Americans are familiar with our nation's 

Pledge of Allegiance. When the chips are down those 
who really mean that pledge stand ready to defend 
America's honor. Romans 13 places upon us the need 
to be in subjection to the powers that be for they are 
God-ordained. Only when those powers conflict 
with his divine laws are we released from that obliga
tion. 

When Christians make a "pledge" to God, we 
need to be very serious in our declaration of alle
giance to him. When we declare that we believe 
"Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God" and 
make the decision to give our life to his cause, we 
should stand ready to do just that - give our life to 
him. When his name is desecrated and his cause be
rated we, as true soldiers of God, should be ready to 
defend his honor. 

God is a jealous God (Ex. 20:5). He will not ac
cept second place in the life of his followers. Just as a 
soldier cannot loyally fight in the army of two oppos
ing countries, so can the soldier of Christ not loyally 
battle in God's army and the army of the world 
(Matt. 6:24). Matthew 6:33 is not a mere statement. 
"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righ
teousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you." This is as much a command as the command to 
be baptized. You is the understood subject making it 
personal to each of us. First means first with nothing 
before. When we allow our allegiance to be divided 
the Lord is no longer first. In truth, He is then no 
longer our Lord! 

The God of heaven will not accept divided love. 
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Fa
ther is not in him" (1 John 2: 15). Which one of us 
wives would feel our husband was loyal and faithful 
to us if he divided his affections between another 
woman and us? The church is the bride of Christ (2 
Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:31-32; Rev. 19:7-10). As his be-
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trothed we are to keep ourselves to 
him only. 

The art of allegiance is learned 
at home in early childhood. It is one 
of the many vital, fundamental les
sons that mother (parents) should 
instill at a young age. Our allegiance 
to God must be such that He can 
have confidence in us. We must be able to pass that 
allegiance on to our children. Mother is in the unique 
position of being able to exert great influence on her 
children. Toward what are we influencing them? 
Many biblical characters exemplify such allegiance. 
Of Abraham God could say: 

For I know him, that he will command his chil
dren and his household after him, and they 
shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice 
and judgment (Gen. 18:19) . 

God's people often have difficulty in extending 
allegiance to the proper person. We must remember 
that God must be first - before family, friends or 
pleasure. And, Mother, you can do much to instill in 
the heart of your children the proper order of prior
ity. To whom are we giving allegiance when we miss a 
worship service to entertain family or friends? Do 
we choose to offend God rather than family or 
friends? Do we really believe God will accept being 
placed in second place? To whom are we giving alle
giance when we miss service to God to attend a plea
surable event (even if it is our child's ball game or 
school activity)? What has been given first place and 
what are we teaching our child as being more impor
tant? 

The story is told of the daughter who called 
home requesting that mother miss worship service 
since she, the daughter, was coming for a visit. To her 
chagrin she arrived only to find her parents gone. 
Upon their return she reminded them of her call and 
her request. She was wisely informed that they had 
attended worship because "the Lord called first." 

Box 464 
Ripley, 1N 36063 
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1997 Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 
-Tiie Bi6Ce Doctrine of Uni-ry-

-November 2·5, 1997-

Sunday, November 2 
9:30 a.m •.•.•...•• An Overview of Unity and the Old Testament •.•••.••.•.•••••••.•••••• Bill Snell, Mechanicsville, Va. 

10:30 a.m •..•.....• An Overview of Unity and the New Testament •.•.....••••••.•••••••••••••• David Saln, Florence, Ala. 
6:00 p.m ••••...••• The Bible Doctrine of Unity ........................................................... Bill Burton, Richmond, Va. 

Monday, November 3 
9:00 a.m •••••••••• Great Texts on Unity: Ephesians 4 ............................................. Tracy Dugger, Malvern, Ark. 

10:00 a.m •••••••••• Barriers to Unity: Self-centered Christians .................................. Richard Bentley, Cal}', N.C. 
11 :00 a.m •••••••••• Building Blocks to Unity: Bible Knowledge ......................... Garland Elkins, Memphis, Tenn. 
2:00 p.m •••••••••• The First-century Church Was United in Evangelism ••••••••••••• Keith Kasar)lan, Daphne, Ala. 
3:00 p.m •••••••.•• Maintaining Unity in the Leadership ............................... Perry Cotham, Grand Prairie, Texas 
4:00 p.m ...•••.••• Establishing Unity in the Home: Parents' Roles ........................... Glenn Colley, Jasper, Ala. 
7:30 p.m •••..•.•.• Unity Is Not Found in Pragmatism ............................................ Maxie Boren, Bedford, Texas 

Tuesday, November 4 
9:00 a.m ••••••.••• Great Texts on Unity: John 17 ............................................ Neal Pollard, Mechanicsville, Va. 

10:00 a.m ••.•••.•.• Barriers to Unity: Negative Christians .... ~ •••••••••••••••••.•••.••••••••••••• Jim Mitchell, Richmond, Va. 
11 :00 a.m ••••••••.• Building Blocks to Unity: Church Discipline •••••••••.•••.•••.•••• James Watkins, Lewisburg, T.enn. 
2:00p.m •••••••••• The First-century Church Was United in Doctrine •••••••••••• Denton Landon, Clemmons, N.C. 
3:00 p.m •••••••••• Unity: a Hebrew Word Study and Old Testament Usage ••••••• Edwin Jones, Knoxville, Tenn. 
4:00 p.m ••••.••••• Establishing Unity in the Home: Children's Role •••••••••••••••• Mike Brandt, Newport News, Va. 
7:30 p.m ••••..•••• Unity Is Not Found in Relativism ................................................. Dave Miller, Bedford, Texas 

Wednesday, November 5 
9:00 a.m •••••••••• Great Texts on Unity: Psalm 133 .................................... James Woodall, Lithia Springs, Ga. 

10:00 a.m •.•••.•.•. Barriers to Unity: Unity in Diversity ............................................... David Saln, Florence, Ala. 
11:00 a.m •••••••••• Building Blocks to Unity: Brotherly Love ............................... Floyd Bailey, Montgome~y, Ala. 
2:00 p.m •••••••.•• The First-century Church Was United in Worship •••.•.•.•.•.••• Bob Prichard, Mo"istown, Tenn. 
3:00p.m •••••••••• Unity: a Greek Word Study and New Testament Usage •••••••••••••••••• Cliff Newell, Bristol, Va. 
4:00 p.m •••••••••• Establishing Unity in the Home: Spouses' Roles ....................... Tom Marshall, Chesterr Va. 
7:30 p.m •••••••••• Unity Is Not Found in Ecumenism ...................................... Bobby Duncan, Adamsville, Ala. 

A 390-page, soft-cover lectureship book, produced by Sain Publications, will be available. 
All orders received by November 15, 1997, are $9.95/book. 

Thereafter, the book will sell for $10.95. Special rates for 10 or more copies purchased 

-Neal Pollard, director-

Cold Harbor Road Church of Christ 
Post Office Box 745 

Mechanicsville, VIrginia 23111·0745 
(804) 746-8224 • Fax (804) 746.0113 • email gladtldes@juno.com 
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Potpourri ••• 
WOW! So much stuff and so little room. We 

are not going to take space printing the 
large number of letters bragging on the 

Firm Foundation and its astute, kind, comprehen
sive, loving, loyal, and forthright presentation of 
Bible truth and difficulties facing the church. Our 
cram-full and running over mail pouch has a large 
number of letters telling us how great we are - of 
course, we already knew that, and so do you. There 
is not much reason to repeat what is everywhere con
ceded. Anyhow, we do wish to thank our many 
friends who have sent words of encouragement and 
commendation. God bless you. 
Ia Kayloug6 

0 Jon Gary Williams, of LaVergne, Tenn., sent a 
message that includes a critique of a Nashville televi
sion station announcement by Max Lucado Ouly 2, 
1997). Lucado said, "I really believe in baptism. Jesus 
was baptized. The Bible teaches baptism. I just don't 
believe that it saves you. I believe Christ saves us. And 
baptism is one of those ways we celebrate our salva
tion. It's really the initial step of a faithful believer." 

Well, thank you, Max. Billy Graham believes ex-
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actly the same thing. You obviously do not agree with 
Simon Peter who ·wrote that baptism "doth now save 
you" (The scripture reference, in case you have for
gotten, is 1 Peter 3:21.) 

Shall we obey God or men? 
Lucado, featured speaker of the 1997 Nashville 

Jubilee, at Lubbock, TX, December 1996, encour
aged his listeners to pray the sinners prayer (which 
calls on God to save at the point of faith, before and 
without baptism. Lucado then said, "If today is the 
first day you've prayed a prayer like that, could you 
do me a favor? Could you write me a letter? ••• I want 
to encourage you to find a church. I want to encour
age you to be baptized. I want to encourage you to 
read your Bible. But I don't want you to do any of 
that so you will be saved. I want you to do all of that 
because you are saved." 

Max, by the way, was ACU's alumnus of the year 
last year. 

Vafiraa 
IJ Pope John Paul II has appealed to Russian Presi

dent Boris Yeltsin to halt legislation that would curb 
the Roman Catholic Church's activities in Russia. 

The communist-led lower house of Russia's par
liament approved a bill restricting the activities of 
what it calls "foreign" religions. It would prohibit 
them from owning property and may ban public wor
ship. (Chicago Tribune, July 18, via Earl Davis). 
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lunar People 
0 Richard Vara, a Houston Chronicle religion 

writer, observed that the Episcopal denomination re
jected ordination of active homosexuals and rites for 
blessing of same-sex unions by a count of 57 to 56 -
the narrowest of margins. 

Newsweek ijuly 28, 1997) in an article by Ken
neth Woodward pointed out that the General Assem
bly of the United Church of Christ tabled a resolution 
that would have "encouraged fidelity in marriage and 
chastity in singleness" for all ordained ministers. He 
also said the Presbyterian church debated an amend
ment to its constitution requiring all church officials 
to be faithful in marriage and chaste if single. 

It is a sad day when mainline Protestant denomi
nations cannot agree that preachers ought to be sexu
ally pure- everyone should be morally dean, decent 
and modest, even the President of the United States. 

GolagloWJJ 
0 The U.S. Census Bureau has reported that the 

population of earth grew by only 79.6 million in 1996. 
That is around 20 million less than had been predicted 
by alarmists. Let's see, we aborted 18,000,000 babes 
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in the United States alone, so that accounts for most 
of the decrease. If we keep killing human babies, the 
population could go all the way to zero. 

ladlaa Affairs 
0 Gregory E. Pyle was sworn in as chief of the 

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma on June 7, 1997. He is 
a powerful force in shaping the fortune of the Indians 
of America. Gregory E. Pyle is a faithful member of 
the church and teaches a Bible class in Durant, Okla. 
We congratulate our brother on his many accom
plishments. 

News from Iowa Under 
0 SYDNEY, Australia (AP) - The lawyers 

marched two by two into Federal Court as a geolo
gist launched a fraud case against a creationist who 
says the earth is 6,000 years old and all living species 
emerged from Noah's Ark. 

"It is the first time in the world a scientist has sued 
creationists," said Melbourne University geology pro
fessor Ian Plimer, who filed the case. He has lined up 
scientific and theological experts to press his case. 
His witnesses will include Dr. Alex Ritchie of the 
Australian Museum, and Professor Neil Archbold, 
who is a Presbyterian elder and lay pr~acher. 

AIIOD)'IJJOUS 

0 Since it has been a few months since an un
signed letter has arrived in our Firm Foundation of
fices, I thought it might be a good time to let the 
world know how we handle such mail. In the first 
place, we always look for a return address on the en
velope. If there is none, when the letter is opened, we 
look for a signature. If there is none, we throw it un
read in the garbage - where it belongs. 

Jolte? 
0 How many liberals does it take to change a 

light bulb? 
As many as can be gathered to a scholar's confer

ence to exchange learned papers on whether the light 
bulb exists. The group must then consider the ques
tion: If the light bulb does exist, will changing it alien
ate those who may prefer other forms of light? The 
conference will then unanimously authorize the state
ment: "We choose not to make a statement either in 
favor of or against the need for a light bulb however, 
if in your own journey you have found that a light bulb 
works for you, that is fine. You are invited to write a 
poem or compose a modern dance about your p~r
sonal relationship to your light bulb and present it 
next month at our annual light bulb Sunday service, in 
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which we will explore a number of light bulb tradi
tions, including incandescent, fluorescent, three-way, 
long-life, and tinted; all of which are equally valid 
paths to luminescence through Jesus Christ. We be
lieve in unity, and sincerely hate legalists, who are of 
the opinion that light is better than darkness, and 
would probably change the light bulb to better read 
their Bibles. Legalists cause division and disrupt the 
peaceable kingdom. Even if the light bulb did exist and 
could be changed, we would not do it because, being 
under grace, we are free from works. Free in Christ. 
Amen! Hallelujah! Put your hands over your head and 
sway to the music. See how much better it is in failing 
light. Who needs light? Not us! Not us!" 

IDA 
0 SAN FRANCISCO (AP) - Bay Guardian says 

that Exotic Dancers Alliance, or EDA, recently spon
sored a show for sex workers. Some performers gave 
readings, one performed with a snake, and another 
lit a fire, bathed in ketchup and then showered under 
a watering can to a Janis Joplin tune. 

lere Come Ia Judge 
0 Stephen Goode interviewed Robert Heron 

Bork, author of Slouching Towards Gomorrah, and 
reported it in a recent article in Insight magazine 
ijuly 28, 1997). Here is part of the interview: 

Insight: You've criticized American intellectuals 
for their quest for utopia and for their radical egali
tarianism, arguing that their ideas, in part, derive 
from not living in the real world. Don't they live in 
the real world? 

RHB: Well they don't, really. You're talking 
about professors. You're talking about people in the 
media. You're talking about Hollywood. You're talk
ing about the church bureaucracies, foundation 
staffs, museum staffs and so on. And that's a culture 
of its own. They don't come in contaCt much with the 
rest of the world, except to fmd the rest of the world 
unsatisfactory. 

Insight: In Slouching Towards Gomorrah you re
fer to a "flummery of professors." Want to talk about 
professors for a while? 

RHB: Sure. But I want to find "flummery" first. 
[Looks in dictionary.] Flummery. The second mean
ing is "flattery ••• humbug." I could have said a "hum
bug of professors!" 

I think since World War IT the enormous increase 
in the size of universities has permitted them to form 
their own culture. It's an antibourgeois, anti-Ameri
can culture, and the reasons for that have been iden-
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tified by [German sociologist] Max Weber and his 
analysis of intellectuals and why they are constantly 
looking for transcendent meaning in life. 

Once religion disappears .or is badly weakened, 
then this necessarily means left-wing politics for in
tellectuals, though not for everybody else. 

Message from larlllavls 
0 People who regularly attend religious services 

live longer than those who don't, according to a 28-
year study of more than 5,000 Alameda County, Calif. 
residents. The lower death rate is explained by im
proved health practices, increased social contacts and 
more stable marriages (Chicago Tribune, July 22, 
1997). 

0 Bishops of the Episcopal Church selected Chi
cago Bishop Frank T. Griswold Ill as their new leader, 
choosing a gentle voice of liberalism to lead the 2.5 
million member denomination. The denomination is 
in the midst of a struggle over the roles of women and 
homosexuals in the church. Griswold's approach to 
these controversies is conciliatory (Chicago Tribune, 
July 22, 1997). (The Firm Foundation staff wonders 
how women like being linked with homosexuals -are 
they in the same class? We think not!) Thanks, Earl! 

Chlldrea 
0 He hanged himself with an electrical cord .••• 

Kids who'd seen him the day before said he was happy, 
in fine spirits. But the next day, drunk and alone, he fell 
into some emotional chasm, stepped from a chair and 
died (USA Today, July 16, 1997). 

Children killing themselves- not just isolated 
cases, but again and again. Alcohol abuse, neglect, and 
trouble with the law are usually part of the problem. 

Why so many self-inflicted deaths? Crime, vio
lence, drugs and gangs are part of life in many com
munities. Family structures deteriorating along with 
spiritual values. Kids are self-centered, bias~, even 
nihilistic as they strut about in baggy pants, back
wards sport's caps and Starter jackets. They seem 
incredibly lost and sad. 

What we are seeing isn't a problem with the kids; 
rather it's a reflection of our own collective dysfunc
tion. Things have gone terribly wrong. A world with
out God or an ideal or purpose or hope is wretched 
and worthless. The answer, as always, is in the word 
of God. 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profit
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness. That 
the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work. 



,, .. ,,,, ... ,,, 
0 Prof. Robert Simon says that many of his stu

dents refuse to make moral judgments. They say 
such things as: "Of course I dislike the Nazis, but 
who is to say they are morally wrong?" They [the stu
dents] acknowledge the fact of the Holocaust but 
can't bring themselves to say that killing millions of 
people is wrong. 

Kay Haugaard, who teaches creative writing at 
Pasadena College in California, says that her current 
students have a lot of trouble expressing any moral 
reservations or objections about human sacrifices. 
The subject came up when she taught her class The 
Lottery, a short story about a small American farm 
town where one person is killed each year to make 
the crops grow. 

One male student said the ritual killings in The 
Lottery "almost seems a need." Asked if she believed 
in human sacrifices, a woman said, "I really don't 
know. If it was a religion of long standing." Haugaard 
writes: "I was stunned. This was the woman who 
wrote so passionately of saving the whales, of caring 
for the rain forests, of her rescue and tender care of a 
stray dog" (U.S. News &World Report, July 21, 1997). 

Ieala 
0 U S NEWS & WORLD REPORT, July 21, 

1997- Boris Yeltsin wants to re-bury Vladmir Lenin 
in a "Christian funeral." Lenin promoted godless 
communism with force and died an atheist, but 
Yeltsin wants him to be buried (again) with Christian 
dignity. Joseph Stalin ordered that Lenin's remains 
be preserved and put on display. "Stalin wanted to set 
up Lenin as an icon of the alternative Bolshevik reli-
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gion," says Peter Reddaway of George Washington 
University. Lenin was to be a Christ like figure. 

Donelson 
0 The Donelson church in Nashville, sponsor of 

the 1997 Jubilee, heard a rebuke of its liberalism 
when Ronnie Crocker, speaking on the 24th Annual 
National Prison Workshop, marked Lucado, Shelly, 
Cope, Woodruff, and other Jubilee speakers as false 
teachers. There was no small disputation. Gaylord 
Broadcasting recorded the event, but erased all of 
Crocker's comments from the tape in an expression 
of true liberal fair-mindedness. 

fair anti Square 
0 Word Magazine exposed Zondervan Publishing 

House and The International Bible Society (IBS) for 
planning to revise the New International Version o£ 
the Bible and make it "gender inclusive." Zondervan 
brought charges against Word in the ad hoc court of 
the Evangelical Press Association. 

Joel Belz, Word's editor, asked, "Why are Word's 
wrists being slapped like this in public? It is because 
of the perverse assumption now so dominate among 
evangelicals that feelings, attitudes, and relationships 
are all more important than truth. Unity is a higher 
priority than orthodoxy. Division, even for truth's 
sake, becomes the most offensive of heresies." 

Belz says that the four issues between Word
affirmers and Word-doubters are: "Creation, femi
nism, homosexuality, and universalism." He com
plains that the thunderous response to Word's oppo
sition to a gender inclusive revision of the Bible is: 
"You're being divisive!" Never mind what the truth 
of the matter is. "You're spoiling the party." 

Zondervan and the IBS abandoned the effort to 
make the NIV gender inclusive, but castigated and 
accused Word for its mistake. 

Belz wrote, "Word treasures both relationships 
and truth. But in a showdown between the two, we'll 
go with truth any day of the week ••.• Sure, what hap
pened divides. But the kingdom of God is damaged 
more by falsehood than it is by division. I!m sorry for 
bruised feelings- but I'm not sorry that efforts to 
bend God's words have in this instance been 
thwarted. From the bruises of these sharp ex
changes, we can recover quite soon. But from the 
bruises of trying to live by words that only pretend to 
be the actual words of God, there might be no recov
ery at all." 

Amen! 
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By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Please comment on the word righteous
ness as used in Philippians 3:9. 
Answer: The apostle Paul wrote the book of Philippi
ans about A.D. 61 from the imperial city of Rome. 
Paul was at this time a prisoner on behalf of Jesus 
Christ, yet he maintained an attitude of Christ
likeness and joy, which he exhorted every Christian 
to have. In Philippians chapter four Paul encourages 
each faithful believer to strive for a truly righteous 
life. It is the biblical idea of "righteousness" that is 
important to understand. 

In Philippians 3:9 Paul wrote: "and be found in 
him not having a righteousness of mine own ... " This 
"righteousness" refers literally to "a straight line" 
which is God's standard or will (cf. Gal. 6:16). Paul 
affirms in Philippians 3:9 that we cannot be righ
teous on our own merits, nor can we be righteous on 
our own terms. Rather, we must rely upon the stan
dard for righteousness which is God's revealed will 
(cf. Rom. 1:15-17; 1 John 2:4). 

In Philippians 4:1-9 Paul clearly shows righteous
ness and Christian living go hand-in-hand. Indeed, this 
fourfold formula for righteous Christian living is an 
integral part of living acceptably unto God. God him
self, through his inspired Word, has settled his objec
tive standard for what constitutes righteousness. 

I. The exhortation to be righteous (4:1-3). Paul 
admonished his readers to be in a right relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ. How can we stress 
to others the benefits of living the Christian life if we 
ourselves are not in a right relationship with God. 

Paul wrote: "[S]tand fast in the Lord, my be
loved." We must stand fast (cf. 1 Cor. 15 :58) and we 
must do so "in the Lord," that is, in a right relation
ship with him. This is accomplished when we obey 
the Gospel and remain faithful to the teachings of 
Jesus. We must be right, according to God's standard 
of righteousness. 

II. The exhortation to be righteous in prayer 
(4:4-7). Paul admonishes us to be active in prayer. 
This is a spiritual must. The avenue of prayer is open 
to every faithful Christian, and we must take advan-
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tage of the spiritual growth which prayer affords. 
One of the great results of prayer is found in Philippi
ans 4:7 "The peace of God, which passeth all under
standing, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts 
in Christ Jesus." Humanistic psychiatrists and coun
seling psychologists cannot adequately explain the 
peace of Christian living, yet this is one of the unex
plained realities of God. Only by being right with 
God and being regular in prayer do we know the 
depth of this true peace. We must pray right. 

ill. The exhortation to be righteous in thought 
(4:8). Paul encourages his readers to be righteous in 
thought. In fact, we are to meditate, think, or con
template upon only those things which are: "true, 
honorable, just, pure, lovely, and of a good report." 
Do we really live for these things? Are our minds 
truly centered upon these facets of Christian think
ing? The Hebrew Scriptures affirm: "As a man 
thinketh in his heart; so is he," and "Keep thy heart 
with all diligence; For out of it are the issues of life." 
Solomon urges us to "keep" or "protectively guard" 
our very minds. The Hebrew Scriptures again teach 
"I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes." How 
appropriate in consideration of Philippians 4:8. Let 
us purpose to keep, guard, and protect our minds as 
we reflect only upon that which God would have us 
to meditate upon. Brethren, we must think right. 

rv. The exhortation to be righteous in our deeds 
(4:9}. Paul affirmed: "The things which ye both 
learned and received and heard and saw in me, these 
things do: and the God of peace shall be with 
you." Notice that Paul mentions four things that 
were a divine demonstration of a righteous life (i.e., 
"learned," "received," "heard," and "saw"). We are 
to put the Christian life to the test by living it. 

This may be novel to some, yet if we fail to make 
a personal application of the will of God to our lives 
what is the point? Finally brethren, we must do right 
not just feel right! Southwest School of Biblical Studies 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78748 
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Schedule of Lectureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching 

•.......•.....••••••.••••••••••••..............•.•.• lAkeland. Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures ......................... Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
I Freed-Hardeman University ••• Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship ••••••••••••• San Antonio, Texas 
3 Qeburne, Texas Forum 

March 
I El Paso Lectures ............................... El Paso, Texas 
I East Tennessee School of Preaching 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures •••••• Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Memphis, Tennessee 
April 

I Northeast Oklahoma Lectures 
••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••.••••..•••••••••. Sapulpa, Oklahoma 

2 Southwest Bible Lectures ••••••••••••••••••••• Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ......................... Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisionville Bible Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures ......................... Marshall, Texas 

May 
I Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Cookeville, Tennessee 
I Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• ]et'ome~ Idaho 
I VISalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "Visalia~ Californ.ia 
I Gulf Coast Lectures .......................... Portland, Texas 
2 Vuginia Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••• ••• • •••••••••• Christiansburg, 'Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures •••••••••••••••• Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship .............................. Taylor, Texas 

June 
I Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••..•••• Dayton, Ohio 
I BeUview Lectures ........................ Pensacola, Florida 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•••••••••••....•••••••• Houston, Te,;as 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••• Mt. Juliet, Tennessee 

July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship •••••••••••••••••• Burnet, Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Harrison, .At-kansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures, •••••••••••••••• Bastrop, Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Beeville, Texas 
4 Seek Old Paths ......................... Corinth, Mississippi 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

• • • •• •• • • • . . • . . • • • • • . • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . Lexington, Kentucky 

Augud 
I Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

••••...•••••.•••••••••...•••••••.•••.•.••• St. Albans, West "Virginia 
I Northwest Tennessee Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Paris, Tennessee 
I Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

• . • . . . • • • • • . • . . • • • • • • . • • . • • • • • • • . •• • . • • • • • • • • • Sevierville, Tennessee 
2 ·Power Lectureship ••••••••••••••••• Southaven, Mississippi 
2 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

...•..•••.••••••••..•.•••••••••••••••.•...••• Sylvan lAke, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

•...••..•.•••••.•.•••...••••••••••••••••••.•••• Farmington, Missouri 

September 
I Robertson County Lectureship 

•••••••...•••••.•••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• Greenbriar, Tennessee 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

• • • ••• • • • . • • • •• • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • . • • . . • • •• • Chattanooga, Tennessee 
4 4-State Lectureship ......................... Redwater, Texas 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship 

••..•....•••.••••••••.•.•.....•••.•••••••••.......• Steubenville, Ohio 

October 
I Northern New England Lectureship 

••••••.•••••.••.•••••••.••••••••••••••••••• Tilton, New Hampshire 
2 Lubbock Lectureship ••••••••••••••••••••••• Lubbock, Texas 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Vuginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

•.•••....••••••••••••••••••••••••••... Moundsville, West "Virginia 
November 

I Cold Harbor Rd. Lectureship 
••..•••••••••••..•.••••••.••••••••••••••••• Mechanicsville, 'Virginia 

I Eastside Lectureship ••••••••••••••• Muskogee, Oklahoma · 
2 Annual Denton Lectures .................... Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship •••••••• Tuscumbia, Alabama 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
Jprophet@repubUc.net 

-England
Cambridge- South Cambridge Church of Christ, 
253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of •oracles of God• 

-Alaska-
Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanb, serving •Ft.• •Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4~2.1: •• 
Wasilla -Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishen of A!~'!'!''. of THE. Faith. 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St.(~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Ar~d!~ ~~ 34265 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecant~ ;.;~ :.._ Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 

Gainesville- 39th. A~; Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or ~~3;~2?7. 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 
682-3600. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 800-320-~'l,O •• 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. . . . . . 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 

Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (501) 932- Airport., Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. Orlando, FL 32872). ..... 

- California - Orland,. Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
. ofChrist,S410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9,10 a.m., 

Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
a.m., Max R. Crumely Sr., preacher (408) 244- (407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655- · • • • • • 
0388. Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 

Hayward ~ East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Joe 
Gilmore, minister, (408) 264-1866. Craig 
Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-9613; Bill 
Michael, local conta~ .<~~0} 278-9592. 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy N on Altadena Dr. 

Vacaville- 401 Firs~: 9s688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. . . . . . 
VISalia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah 
Hackworth, preacher. Home of Greater Visalia 
Firm Foundation Lectureship 
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Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) ..... 
Sarasota- Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 P·li!· .'!e~~ Stilwell, minister. 
Sebastian -1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285) • . . . . . 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Adanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

-Idaho-
Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest 
Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

Varginia - Virginia • Chu~clt of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington-SunnyVt;.; Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244 • 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton- Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley FirmFoundati!'! ~hip. 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near 'W!f!~'. (513) 252-9444 • 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 



-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Hom• of Oklahoma 
City &bool of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 or 
739-0705. 

Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Poun· 
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer - Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun· 
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 
Crossville- Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill, ~!l!is.tc;r. 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun • .9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363· 
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 
Mt. Juliet - The Viliag~; Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun • .9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. ..... 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 nonh of Greenbrier, lN., between 
exits .98 and 108 off 1·65 - 25 miles north of 
Nashville. Sun • .9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
85.9-3.974, 643-058.9_, .6~~--1021, 643-.9404. 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun • .9, 10 
am., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-800.9, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun • .9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South· 
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2.935; 424-7823. Sun • .9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web. wt.net/-dgal ..... 
Burnet- Burnet Church of Christ, Hwy. 281 S, 
mail Rt. 2 Box 11F, 78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 
.9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell 
Debo, min. Home of Central Texas Lectureship ..... 
Denton - Pearl Stteet Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun • .9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7;3.0. :'!m Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Nonheast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun • .9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmitb
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
464.9, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. . .... 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun • .9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. ..... 
Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun • .9, 9:55 a.m., 5 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy 
J. Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. ..... 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 ~·~:~!"I Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke-Church of Christ, Rusk 8c Walnut. Sun. 
.9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in English and Spanish.) 

San Antonio - She~~·d~~ Church of Christ. 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun • .9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio -North;~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

Schertz - Church of Chrlsi, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. . .... 
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton- Hampto~ ·ch~;ch of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun • .9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Max Meadows - Ft~ Chi;;ell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mile S.I-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun • .9:30a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) ~~8;~4!6. 

Sheridan - Nonhside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. .9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the 

right to accept or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some 
things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though 
we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm 
Foundation, we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for 
advertisements:The Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all ad· 
vertislng. The cost for this is $60 for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a 
quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 Inches. This Is In addition to the 
cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 'it, but please 
understand that in most instances, the copy ¥'ill be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjustea to harmonize with the overall 
appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 7743Q-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (409} 553-3721 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, 
Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77430, iprophet@republic.net. All ads must be 
received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by 
the fint of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Wanted: FuU-time evangelist to serve a bilingual 
congregation of 190 members. Ten years 
preaching experience and Spanish language skills 
desirable but not necessary. Building on 14 acres 
with a daycare center and a K-8 Christian school. 
Modern home and utilities provided. Not part 
of salary. Salary open. Located in California's 
San Joaquin Valley, 1 Yl hours south of 
Sacramento. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
1519 Tully Rd., Hughson, CA 95326. Attn. 
Elders. Call 0. Dean House (209) 883-0194 

Sound gospel preacher wanted. Congregation of 
80 members. No elders at this time. House and 
salary. Contact John R. Corlew, 911 So. 19th 
St. Terr., Blue Springs, MO 64015. (816) 229· 
0857 

We arc looking for a semi-retired preacher or one 
with partial suppon. We can supply housing and 
some support. The right person needs to be capable 
of encouraging, strengthening the body as well as 
spreading the gospel. He must be well grounded 
in God's Word. Send r&umi with audio or video 
to D. Tripet, Toms River Church of Christ, 250 
Genoa Ave., Toms River, NJ 08753, or call D. 
Tripct (732) 244-5171 

The Church of Christ in Boulder City, Nevada is 
looking for a full-time pulpit minister. Boulder 
City is located approximately 23 miles SE of Las 
Vegas. We are looking for a person, sound in 
the Word, who can work with us to continue to 
build the church in this locality. Information about 
salary and housing can be obtained by contacting 
us. Interested parties please send r6sumi and 
tape to Church of Christ, 845 Cottonwood St., 
Boulder City, NV 89005, or call and leave a 
message at (702) 293-4019. 

A self supporting, conservative consregation of 
approximately 80 members located in the 
beautiful Piedmont area of North Carolina seeks 
a biblically sound evangelist committed to 
personal work and growth. Must be able to relate 
to all age groups. Three bedroom home and 
utilities provided. Salary will be based upon 
experience and education. Send resume and video 
tape of recent Sunday morning sermon and 
introduction of family members to: Elders, 
Eastchester church of Christ, c:/o Jim Thompson, 
1124 Tabor Street, High Point NC 27262. 910-
885-6504 

FuU-time minister wanted for small congregation 
of about 60. Salary, house, and utilities provided. 
Send r&umi to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 269, 
Elba AL 36323 

The Southside Church of Christ in Lubbock. 
Texas, is making Gordon Brewer, one of ita 
ministers, available to congregations for 
meetings, interim preaching, or conducting 
the following workshops: 
1. Journeying with Those Who Grieve 
2. Growing a Local Congregation 
3.Making Worship Meaningful 
4. Holding Successful Home Bible Studies 
S. Understanding Angels 
6. The Godhead: Roles and Functions 
7. Before the I Do: Roles of Husband 

and Wife 

Brother Brewer brings over 40 years experieacc 
-as preacher, missionary, and elder- to 
his task. We, the elders at Southside, beUcve 
he has the wisdom to help with problems 
that develop in local congregations. 

The only cost to your congregation II 
brother Brewer's upe111es. 

Please call 
Gordon Brewer, (806) 745-4496 

The elders at Southside: 
Malcolm Young (806) 795-2640 

Dale Stone (806) 842-3422. 
Personal references: 

Tommy Blcks (806) 798-1019 
B. A. (Buster) Dobbs (281) 469-3102 

"Seek and Ye Shall Find" 
The best opportunity I've found in SO yean 

to cam money and enjoy my work. 
Perhaps you can also. Let's talk about IL 

Call free 1-800-708-6237. 

Parables of Our Lord, reproducible Bible class 
book for Junior High through Adult: $10.00. 
Louis Rushmore, email rushmore@weir.net; call 
toll free (888) 725-Study. Or write 4325 
Southeast Drive, Steubenville, Ohio 43952-3353 

•Back to the Bible• Correspondence Course. 

Congregation of 180 members is seeking a 
biblically sound conservative evangelist committed 
to personal work and growth, able to relate to 
all ase sroups. Salary wiD be based on experience 
and education. Send r6sumi and audio-video 
taped sermons to Elders, Washington St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 177, St. Albans, WV 25177. 
Call (304) 727-8175 anytime. Evenings (304) 
755-4564 or (304) 768-4658. 

Currently looking for sound gospel preacher. Comprehensive, 8 lesson course. Published by 
Send r&umi to Elders, Carriage Oaks Church of Lamben Book House. Call l-80G-551·8571 for 
Christ, 5661 Shed Rd., Bossier City, LA 71111. details. 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of 
Christ, 11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or 
phone (303) 841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

Minister wanted: Country congregation of 35 
members, seeking a sound, experienced minister. 
Home, utilities and partial support provided. 
Contact Johnny Jordan (601) 267-9554 or Larry 
Newsom (601) 289-3945, Nile Church of Christ, 
RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, Mississippi 39051. 

Associate Minister wanted (position available for 
Jan. 1, 1998) in St. Louis area. Experience in 
campaigns and missions is desirable. 20-30 age, 
married man preferred. Salary negotiable. 
Responsible to elders but supervised by preacher. 
Send risum6 and video tape to Collinsville 
Church of Christ, 1400 Troy Rd., Collinsville, 
1L 62234. (618) 667-6708. 

3 0 October 1997 
Fum Foundation 

Preachers Available 
I am seeking work with a congregation in 
southeastern US. Have experience in mission 
work, personal work, home Bible studies, pulpit 
and radio work. bible-centered preaching. For 
more information call Bill Beck, (334) 897-2057 
or write 1020 Elm Ave., Elba, AL 36323 

For Sale 
POWER Lectureship Books: Dangerous •Isms 
(1997). Thlf Two Cove~U~nts (1996). Tblf Mtljor 
Prophets (1995), The Providena of God (1989) 
$15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) $12.00. 
Order from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping 8c handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hel/1 (1994)- $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translations (1995) -
$21.50. Postpaidl Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-
2504, (210) 696-5532. 

-----------------------------------
Restoration Reprints, other boob at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We 
also buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will h gliul you did. 

Studend Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1415. 

Free pews. 6, 10' and 6, 12'. Padded, good to 
excellent. (540) 694-3697 after 7 p.m. 

Bible lnfonet 

http:/Jwww.blble-lnfonet.org/ 
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EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

19th Annual Lectureship 
-SPEAKING AS TH£ ORACLES OF EiOD-

"The Unchanging Kingdom of God in a Changing Age" 

-November 7-9, 1997-

Friday, November 7 
7:00 p.m •••.......•.•...•... The Unchanging Kingdom of God in a Changing Age •.•••••• Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
8:00 p.m •••••••.•.••••....•. God's Unchanging Attitude Regarding Sin •.•••.••••••.......•••••.•••.••••• Lindell Mitchell 

Saturday, November 8 
9:00 a.m ••....•.•.•••..•.•.• The Unchanging Fellowship in the Kingdom of God •••.••••••• Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

1 0:00 a.m ••••.••.•.•..•....•. The Unchanging Christina Life .......................................................... Gary Colley 
11 :00 a.m •••.•.....•.•••..•.. The Unchanging Grace of the Kingdom of God ................................. Tom Bright 
12:00 p.m . ................... Lunch provided at the building 
1 :30 p.m .•..••.•••••••...... The Unchanging Design of the Kingdom of God .......................... Bill Lockwood 
2:30 p.m ••••.•......•••••••• Questions & Answers ··········~;················ ................................... Cosby and Bright 
3:30 p.m. • ••.....•••••••.... The Unchanging Hope of Heaven ...................................................... Tom Bright 
4:30 p.m •...•.•••••••....... The Unchanging Christian Home ....................................................... Ron Cosby 

Sunday, November 8 
s:::.n A m •••.•........•..• The Unchanging Work of the Kingdom of God ................................... Ron Cosby 

1 0:30 a.m •.•...•.•••••....... The Unchanging Purpose of the Kingdom of God .....•••••••••••••......•.••• Tom Bright 
1 :30 p.m • ••••..•..•••••••••. Congregational singing 
2:00 p.m .................... The Unchanging Moral Standard of God's Children ........................ Robin Haley 
3:00 p.m •••••••..•.•.•.•••.. The Unchanging Entrance into the Kingdom of God ..••....•.••• Samuel J. Dilbeck 
4:00 p.m .•••••••........•••• The Unchanging Marital Law of God ........................................... Monte L. Evans 

Audio/video tapes and lectureship book available 
Brotherhood displays on prior approval • RV hookups 

-Monte Evans, DDrector-

2141 Kingston • Muskogee, Oklahoma 74403 • (918) 682-6382 
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Preaching Illustrating the Sermon 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

Properly illustrating a sermon is a difficult 
time-consuming task. It might be called "go
ing the second mile" in sermon preparation. 

Have you ever heard a preacher justify his failure to 
illustrate properly his sermon by saying, "I don't use 
illustrations, I just preach the Word." While a 
preacher can preach the Word without using illustra
tions, he cannot omit illustrations and follow the 
Word's examples of preaching. Scripture abounds 
with illustrations, e.g. parables, similes, and meta
phors. Parables comprise approximately 52 percent 
of Luke. Parables comprise approximately 75 per
cent of Jesus' recorded teaching. Given Jesus' use of 
illustrations and parables, is it not vanity for one who 
claims to follow him to assert that the use of illustra
tions somehow detracts from preaching the Word? 
Clearly, while illustrations (other than from scrip
ture) will not be accompanied by a scripture citation, 
scripture blesses (if not encourages) their use. 

Scripture's use of illustrations should be instruc
tive. Very little of Jesus' public teaching consisted of 
syllogistic reasoning or definition of terms. In de
scribing Jesus' teaching, Mark wrote, "And without a 
parable spake he not unto them: but privately to his 
own disciples he expounded all things" (Mark 4:34). 
Jesus is himself the living illustration. "And the Word 
became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his 
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father), 
full of grace and truth" Uohn 1:14). 

But someone asks, "Don't Paul's letters concen
trate on propositional teaching to the exclusion (or at 

least the downplaying) of illustrations?" While the 
observation is correct, the comparison is unfair. Paul's 
epistles are just that - epistles or letters. They are not 
sermons. In his recorded sermons, Paul not only uses 
illustrations, he selects them carefully based upon the 
hearers he is addressing. Even in his epistles Paul rec
ognizes the need for illustrations. In fact, it was Paul 
who identified scripture as a rich source of illustra
tion: "For whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that through patience 
and through comfort of the scriptures we might have 
hope" (Rom. 15 :4}. However, while scripture was the 
source for many of Paul's illustrations, it was not his 
only source. He alluded to Jewish history, the market 
place, the stadium, sports, the army, warfare, armor, 
the temple, the home, Greek poetry, and the school. 
One of his most beautiful illustrations is the compari
son between the husband/wife relationship and the 
relationship between Christ and his bride, the church 
(Eph. 5 :21-33). Whatever the source, Paul endorses 
the use of illustrations. 

An illustration has been aptly described as a 
short cut to the hearer's mind. By either refusing to 
use illustrations or using poor illustrations, preach
ers both lengthen the journey to the hearer's mind 
and make it more burdensome. The inevitable result 
for most hearers is that, tiring before the journey 
ends, they rest by the side of the road while the 
preacher trudges on. 108 80 Memorial Drive 

Houston, TX 77024 
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Editorial 

Who Knows? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I t is not possible to count the people of God. 
They are like stars and sand when it comes 
to trying to discover their exact number. 

Since the church is worldwide and includes all 
of the firstborn ones - whoever and wherever 
they are -it is not possible for any mere mortal 
to know their total. God knows, and has the 
names written in a heavenly register. We do not 
know. Most of the time speculation about this is 
useless - besides being denominational. 

We do know, because the Bible reveals it, that none is written 
in the Lamb's Book of Life who is not born again (except, of 
course, for babies and the mentally incompetent). We also know 
that the new birth is a regeneration of the human spirit in water 
(baptism) because Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex
cept one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God!" Uohn 3:5). 

Still, people like to speculate. A certain liberal, Joe Beam, who 
is much respected by Max Lucado, Randall Harris, Carroll Os
burn, and Rubel Shelly, and who was a speaker at the 1997 Jubilee, 
hazards a guess. He is much traveled within the brotherhood and 
therefore thinks his opinion is right. Whether he is correct or in
correct, he doubtless reflects the judgment of many in the liberal 
camp. 

A lot of people want to know how the ranks breakdown. This 
may be the most common question among modern-day saints. Let 
it be said that our "expert" excludes from his guess the anti-insti
tutional people, the International Church of Christ, the Indepen
dent Christian Church, and the Disciples of Christ - well, anyhow, 
thank God for that- he at least excludes some, which is uncom
mon for a liberal. (Footnote: that may get him kicked out of the 
liberal camp.) 

I have drug you along far too much, and will now reveal what 
our unorthodox seer supposes the division between the faithful 
and the apostates is. 

Seven percent of the brotherhood is full-fledged liberals and 
thirty percent is well on the road to being apostates, for a total of 
thirty-seven percent that are either in the liberal camp or camp 
followers. 

He claims that nine percent of the church in America is walk
ing confidentially in the Old Paths, and that fifty-four percent lean 
heavily in the direction of Bible authority, for a total of sixty-three 



percent. Hey, that is a much better break than I supposed. 
His numbers are suspect because most, if not all, of our insti

tutions of higher learning are way-out-to-the-left. Still, if his num
bers are correct there must be many teachers in our universities 
who do not buy into the liberal philosophy, at least not all of it. I 
hope it is true, but pray they may gather courage. Silent disciples 
are a drag on the ship of Zion, besides it is shameful. Joseph of 
Arimathaea, was "a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews." Cowardice is not nice. 

Some things need to be done in secret -like prayer, giving 
alms, and fasting. Secret discipleship, though, is not commend
able, but contemptible. To refuse to stand up and be counted for 
Christ is noisome and shabby. Hey, secret disciple, where is your 
backbone? Jesus said, "I have spoken openly to the world; I ever 
taught in synagogues, and in the temples, where all the Jews come 
together; and in secret spake I nothing" Gohn 18:20). 

Our prognosticator also gives some gloomy news. He claims 
that those who are fully committed to restoration principles war 
among themselves. Pray God this is untrue. He says they are angry 
and bitter and drive the doubters toward liberalism. They con
demn by association, he says, claiming that attendance at some 
programs is reason to reject the attendee. 

Joe is right when he says guilt by association is wrong. You are 
not pure or tainted on the basis of who you shake hands with. 
Jesus ate with sinners and publicans (Mark 2: 16). When the capri
cious Jews condemned him for it, He answered: "They that are 
whole have no need of a physician, but they that are sick: I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners." 

We must not - ever - give greeting to error. "If any one 
cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not 
into your house, and give him no greeting: for he that giveth him 
greeting partaketh in his evil works" ( 2 John 10-11). Still, mere 
association with someone does not constitute approval. It's the old 
story of "going into a chicken house does not make you a 
chicken." If invited (don't hold your breath) to speak at Jubilee, 
and if allowed to pick my own topic (no chance of that, either), 
and if given a prime spot on the program, I would accept in a 
heartbeat. That is not going to happen because liberals do not 
want to hear what is wrong with liberalism. They have fat hearts, 
heavy ears, closed eyes, and open mouths (See Isa. 6:10). The last 
thing in the world they want to hear is "thus saith the Lord." Still, 
we must be as determined as they are - even if our message is 
unwelcome. 

For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of a 
hard language, but to the house of Israel; not to many peoples 
of a strange speech and of a hard language, whose words thou 
canst not understand. Surely, if I sent thee to them, they would 
hearken unto thee. But the house of Israel will not hearken 
unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house 
of Israel are of hard forehead and of a stiff heart. Behold, I 
have made thy face hard against their faces, and thy forehead 
hard against their foreheads. As an adamant harder than flint 
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have I made thy forehead: fear them not, nei
ther be dismayed at their looks, though they 
are a rebellious house (Ezek 3:5-9). 

They may look at you through their eyebrows, 
scowl, hurl sarcasm, show baleful eyes, but still we 
must do as God told his prophet to do - go among 
them with Bible aloft and preach the truth. To petu
lantly sit-it-out is not going to win any battles. 

Joe Beam thinks that Bible-bound people talk 
tough. Well, he may be right about that. It is love that 
causes them to speak plainly. To be afraid to tell the 
sinner that he is lost is not love but stupidity. The 
advocate of all grace and no law needs to be corrected 
in an attitude of tough love, as does the person who 
deprecates baptism, denies the exclusiveness of the 
church, looks for a direct leading of the Spirit, advo
cates women preachers, and disdains book-chapter
and-verse preaching by calling it "proof-texting." 

Look again at the preaching of Jesus. He said that 
religious leaders who did things for a "pretence" 
would receive the "greater condemnation." He 
looked them in their eyes, called them by name, and 
rebuked them as "blind guides" who fall in the ditch 
(See Matt. 23:1-39). 

Did Jesus have the spirit of Christ? 
Our purpose is not to irritate nor aggravate but 

to save the lost. We must "preach the word; be ur
gent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex
hort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the 
time will come when they will not endure the sound 
doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to them
selves teachers after their own lusts" (2 Tim. 4 :2-3). 

4 

Give your Bible class curriculum Lambert's 

"Back to Basics" Test: 

The Five C's: 
Is your curiculum ... 
1. Christ-centered 
2. Comprehensive 
3. Chronological 
4. Closely-graded 
5. Challenging 

Lambert offers two complete curriculums: The Living Way 
.(NT) and New Living Bible Lessons (OT). Both cover 
Nursery through Senior high. Order your free 8-page 
color brochure with a summary of each quarter's study. 
Call your Christian bookstore or 1-800-551-8511. 

Written and published by faithful members of the Lord's church. 

Visit our web site: http://www.church·of·christ.org/-iambert 

LAMBERT BOOK HOUSE, INC. 

November 1997 
Firm Foundation 

Joe Beam thinks those who are standing in the 
old paths and contending for the faith cannot get 
along with one another. To shun someone just be
cause you happen to disagree on a point or two (if 
both have profound respect for God and his Word) 
is shortsighted. To refuse to use a person because 
he needs to do some growing (or maybe you need 
to do the growing) is a tragic eccentricity. We have 
something more pressing to do than criticize each 
other. Small matters should be settled on large prin
ciples. 

"So long as a man rides his Hobby-Horse peace
ably and quietly along the King's highway, and nei
ther compels you or me to get up behind him - pray, 
Sir, what have either you or I to do with it?" 

If Joe is right about quarrelling among those who 
fear God and keep his commandments, then we need 
to do some rethinking and correcting and maybe 
some reaching out. 

"Few things are harder to put up with than the 
annoyance of a good example" (Pudd'nhead Wilson, 
ch. 1). P. 0. Box 690192 
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Charaderistics of the Christian Faith 
By Walter Swain 

God keep me from the divinity of Yes and No ..• the Yea Nay Creeping jesus, 
from supposing Up and Down to be the same thing as all experimentalists must 
suppose (William Blake 1757-1827, English poet). 

The idea that each individual has the right to 
believe what he wants to believe, and no one 
should say anything is wrong is popular. Such 

teaching allows everything and nothing to be ac
cepted. Each person has his own lifestyle. He does 
what he feels is proper and a person's own think-so is 
king. 

The sad thing is that this way of thinking has 
crept into the Lord's church. As a result, the unique
ness and exclusiveness of the church is challenged. 
The denominations have always taught and practiced 
open membership, and acceptance of one another in 
spite of great differences of doctrine and practices. 
They have always said, "We are all going to the same 
place, just by different routes." Now we hear this in 
the Lord's body. 

As with any other matter of faith, we must go to 
the scriptures to see what they teach, and then we 
must believe what they say. There are four distinct 
characteristics of the faith, which should character
ize the church today. 

The first of these is exclusiveness. The church is 
unique. It is one of a kind. Jesus Christ is the only 
way of salvation Uohn 14:6). There is no other name 
by which one can be saved (Acts 4: 12). The New Tes
tament is the sole authority, and contains all the truth 
ijohn 14:26, 16:13; 2 T1n1. 3:16-17; Jude 3). There 
is only one way of salvation (faith, repentance, con
fession of Christ as God's Son, and baptism for the 
remission of sins - Mark 16:15,16; Acts 2:38, 
22:16; Romans 10:10). If we worship God, there is a 
specific way in which it must be done Uohn 4:24). 

Only those who teach and practice these things 
are the body of Christ. All others are outside of Christ 
(Gal. 1:6-10; 2 John 9-10; Jude 3; Rev. 22:18-19). 

Secondly, the church is to be expansive. The ex
clusive church is to be taken to every human on earth 
(Mark 16:15-16; Matt. 28:18-19). The book of Acts 
records an evangelistic explosion (Acts 6:7, 8:4, 
9:31, 12:24, 14:27). Lost souls are won to Christ by 

teaching them the unique, unchanging gospel of 
Jesus Christ. The power to convert lost people is the 
gospel - not gimmicks, nor by changing to adapt to 
what their itching ears want to hear. Only when 
people hear the gospel, believe it, and obey it are they 
saved. When this occurs the church expands. 

Thirdly, the work of the church is exhaustive. 
Jesus came to work Uohn 9:4). Evangelism, teaching, 
benevolence involve work. It is not easy to do it 
God's way. There are no shortcuts, no secret meth
ods or means of expanding the unique work of God. 
We wear ourselves out in seeking to save every soul. 

Finally, the work of the Lord is exhilarating. 
Christians are the happiest people on earth (Phil. 
4:4-7). Joy is in doing it God's way, rather than 
adapting to man's way. It is not easy to go against the 
flow. God's way has always been unpopular with the 
world. There is no greater happiness than knowing 
we are pleasing God, and following his unique, ex
clusive way to eternal life. Obedience to God's law 
brings contentment and assurance. 
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Why Not Listen? 
By Jerry MoffiH 

I n Pro~erbs 1:30-33 Solomon has Wisdom say, 
"They would have none of my counsel and de
spised my every rebuke. Therefore they shall 

eat the fruit of their own way, and be filled to the full 
with their own fancies. For the turning away of the 
simple will slay them, and the complacency of fools 
will destroy them; but whoever listens to me will 
dwell safely, and will be secure, without fear of evil." 

Sin often carries its own punishment. And they 
are blameworthy who seek not wisdom, for to 
choose not to seek wisdom is a choice itself. Igno
rance is zesty foolishness fresh off the vine. 

Humans are often not aware how hostile an envi
ronment it is in which they live. There is the needless 
pain and suffering of this life lurking, ready to strike. 
And worse, that which will close the door to the next 
life lulls the ignorant into complacency, or sometimes 
seduces flames of thoughts into raging lust. Friend, 
without wisdom the king in Jerusalem speaks the truth 
to you. You are nothing but a dead man. You will be 
slain, then destroyed. He who sits with his back to 
wisdom, sits facing away, only a coffin between him
self and the fire. Young person, observe your profes
sors in school and remember the Japanese proverb: 
"Learning without wisdom is a load of books on an 
ass's back." Not all learned men are wise men. 

In verse 33 Solomon says, "But whoever listens 
to me will dwell safely, and will be secure, without 
fear of evil." Wisdom shows us God's way. Christ is 
wisdom from God (1 Cor. 1:30). God created the 
universe, and for man God is the only One to bring 
us through to timelessness and bliss, with safety and 
security, and lack of fear. Out of his mouth comes 
knowledge and understanding which will see to it 
that God protects us (Psa. 55 :22; Psa. 34:7; Psa. 
84: 11). So it is a principle of God written with a pen 
of steel on a plaque of bronze, "The fear of the 
wicked will come upon him, and the desire of the 
righteous will be granted" (Prov. 10:24). 

The way of safety is the way of duty. The way of 
virtue is to do, but the way to do right is to be. The 
way to "be" is in God's mouth. The King says, "For 
Jehovah giveth wisdom; out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and understanding" (Psa. 2:6). The 
aposde Paul said, "Every scripture inspired of God is 
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also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correc
tion, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be complete, furnished completely unto 
every good work" (2 Trm. 3:16-17). 

With all simple instruction around us, it has still 
come true: "His own iniquities shall take the wicked, 
and he shall be holden with the cords of his sin. He 
shall die for lack of instruction; and in the greatness 
of his folly he shall go astray" (Prov. 5:22-23). 

There is the story of a young boy remembering a 
conversation with a teacher years past. On the way to 
school each day as he passed the instructor's house he 
saw the instructor at the table with the lamp on, busily 
studying. Finally he asked, "Why do you study so 
hard? You teach the same courses each year." 

The old man replied. "Son, I would just rather 
teach out of a running stream than a stagnant pond." 
We preachers might all listen to that. 

P.O. Box 1275 
Portland, TX 78374 

(Editor's note: God gives wisdom~ and we are 
taught to pray for it Uames 1:5)~ but we must also 
study (2 Tim 2:15). To have wisdom requires more 
than prayer and desire, just as we must contribute the 
sweat of our face to have bread, though we pray for it. 
Bread does not come by prayer alone. Those who 
think wisdom comes by an unconscious process of 
assimilation will have a rude awakening. Those who 
think the Holy Spirit gives them wisdom by an un
conscious thought transference do not need Bibles~ or 
the agony of research. Furthermore their understand
ing must be perfect~ for the Holy Spirit is deity -
Dobbs.) lj;-

EvaageUsm Materials 
Back to the Bible 

A three-lesson home Bible study guide used effectively Interna
tionally. The series covers Authority In Religion. the Church. 

and the Plan of Salvation. 
1-49 sets-$1.15 per set • 50.99 sets-$1.10 per set 

100+ sets-$1.05 per set {Incudes postage) 
Does It Matter? 

A one-lesson home Bible study guide designed espeolally for 
campaigns. It covers the topics Authority In Religion. the Church. 

and the Plan of Salvation. 
$.50 per copy (Incudes postage) 

Bobby Bates 
953 Meadowlark • Stephenville, TX 76401 • (254) 968-8422 



The Holy Spirit 
By Tracy Dugger 

While working within the prison system, we 
see many misconceptions regarding the 
Holy Spirit. The doctrine of Calvinism 

prevails extensively among inmates who often sit at 
the feet of denominational preachers. 

In a recent teaching session, we were discussing 
how to determine the right or wrong of a particular 
activity. One man explained that if we were in a saved 
state, God's Spirit would move on us to determine 
the proper action; an inner movement would reveal 
truth. We were further told that the Holy Spirit 
would convict us of sin, and thus we would be able to 
know if the thing was approved of God. 

Think about what this position does to God's 
Word. It dispenses with it. According to this man, I 
was wasting time searching the scriptures for spiri
tual direction (Acts 17: 11). If the Holy Spirit reveals 
directly to each person how he is to live, then why 
even study the Bible? Why did Paul write, "Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truthJJ (2 Tim. 2: 15)? We would need to cease ap
pealing to the authority of Christ through his Word 
for all we do in religion (Col. 3: 17). Why would God 
have wasted the time of Matthew, Luke, Paul, and 
other New Testament writers? 

If the Holy Spirit directly leads us into the truth 
by convicting us of sin and confirming the truth from 
within, why did Paul need to rebuke Peter in Gala
tians chapter two? Where was the Holy Spirit in 
Peter's case? Where was the inner moving of the 
Spirit upon Peter? 

This Calvinistic doctrine leads to the situation 
that existed in the days of the Judges, "In those days 
there was no king in Israel: every man did that which 
was right in his own eyesJJ Gudges 21:25). Maybe this 
is why our society is in such a religious quandary to
day. This subjective doctrine opposes what Paul 
stated about the scriptures in 2 Timothy 3:16-17: 
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof for correctiorz, for 
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works. ,, Scripture is sufficient in guiding us. 

What do we do when one person believes an ac-

tivity is right and another believes it is wrong based 
on what they feel to be an inner confirmation or 
"conviction" of the Holy Spirit? God is not the au
thor of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33), but of unity (1 Cor. 
1:10). Whose Holy Spirit "nudge" are we going to 
believe? The Mormon's? The Baptist's? The 
Catholic's? There can be no unity in the Spirit with 
this kind of contrary authority (Eph. 4:1-6). 

Solomon said, "There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
deathJJ (Prov. 14: 12; 16:25). There is a way that may 
feel right but leads to destruction. The only way we 
can be sure about the right or wrong of a thing is by 
consulting the Bible. Paul proclaimed, "For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek, for therein is the righ
teousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
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written, The just shall live by faith" (Rom. 1:16-17). 
Faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Rom. 
10:17).lt alone is our standard in religion and moral
ity (1 Pet. 4: 11). It is more than adequate in inform
ing us about sin and salvation (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). It is 
so complete and sufficient that it will judge me at the 
last day. Jesus clearly said, "He that rejecteth me, and 
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: 
the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
in the last day" Gohn 12:48). 

After raising some of these points to the inmate, 
he revealed his belief that one could not even under
stand the Bible to be saved without a direct operation 
of the Holy Spirit. This is pure Calvinism. Why 
would one even need to understand the Bible if the 
Holy Spirit will determine it for us? The New Inter
national Version gives credence to this position in its 
sad rendition of 1 Corinthians 2:14: "The man with
out the Spirit does not accept the things that come 
from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him, and he cannot understand them, because they 
are spiritually discerned." 

Another problem with this idea is that it lays the 
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blame of those who are lost at the feet of God. If a 
man cannot understand the truth that saves until 
Holy Spirit operates directly upon him, and if the 
Holy Spirit moves only at the direction of Jehovah, 
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Paul told the Ephesians, "How that by revelation 
he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore 
in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may under
stand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)" (Eph. 
3 :3-4). He said nothing about how one must first have 
the aid of the Holy Spirit in understanding those in
spired words. The only part the Spirit played in their 
understanding of God's Word was the revealing of it 
to men like Paul. This is explained in the next verse: 
"Which in other ages was not made known unto the 
sons of men as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit" (Eph. 3:5). 

The only way to know the will of God is by con
sulting his Word; it alone reveals his wisdom and 
makes us wise unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). 
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Pray and Obey 
By Adron Doran 

There is a state of confusion among religious 
sectarians over what a sinner must do to be 
saved and most of them have rejected water 

baptism as a condition. Many religious leaders be
lieve and teach that an alien sinner can be saved 
through the avenue of prayer. Surprisingly, some 
preachers of churches of Christ are teaching that re
mission of sins can be effectuated through prayer 
alone. 

For the purpose of this article I will cite two indi
viduals who have encountered prayer in their experi
ence and teaching to bring about redemption. One is 
the case of Hall Laurie Calhoun and the other is the 
public teaching of Max Lucado. 

Hall Laurie Calhoun was born in Cynersville, 
Tenn., in Henry County. His parents were Scot Pres
byterians. They attended and became stalwart mem
bers of the local Methodist Church. Calhoun's fa
ther was a church leader and his mother was an ex-
cellent Bible student. . 

When Hall Laurie was twelve years .old his 
mother gave him a Bible and asked him to read it ev
ery day. During the spring of 1875 the local Method
ist church arranged for a revival meeting. Calhoun 
decided to attend and was interested in "getting reli
gion." On the first night of the meeting he and some 
of his peers answered the call to go to the mourner's 
bench and pray, Later he related: 

The first night of the meeting, when a call for 
mourners was made, I was one of the first to go 
forward. Never in my life have I more sincerely 
desired to please God than I did then. I was do
ing exactly what my parents, brother, sister and 
Sunday school teacher had taught me was the 
proper way to become a Christian. 

Despite his fervent prayer Calhoun felt no 
change in his heart though others claimed to have 
"prayed through." He went home disappointed and 
reported to his family that he was disturbed. His fa
ther persuaded him to return to the next day service. 
At that time Calhoun decided to submit and give his 
life to God even though he was not satisfied with the 
way he felt. 

His family encouraged him that his doubts would 

pass and that in time he would feel peace and joy in 
salvation. During the following summer and winter 
months Calhoun read the Bible earnestly seeking to 
find someone who had said, "Here, Lord I give my
self to Thee," and at the same moment experienced a 
mysterious feeling of salvation. His search of the 
Bible proved fruitless, He said: 

I have read the Bible, the entire New Testament 
and much of the Old Testament and some parts 
a number of times. I was startled and disap
pointed that I had not found the promise that 
it seemed to me should have been so easy to 
find. I became greatly disturbed over my failure 
to find this promise. 

Calhoun did find in his Bible study that Jesus 
taught and practiced obedience (Matt. 7:21; He b. 
5: 8-9). He also found that the apostle Peter com
manded the Pentecostals to "repent and be baptized 
for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). He read that 
Ananias told the praying, penitent, believer Saul to 
"arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins" (Acts 
22: 16). He learned that the Samaritans "believed 
Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ and were bap
tized both men and women" (Acts 8:12). 

During the winter of 1877 Calhoun went to live 
with his sister Mattie, who had married a Christian 
preacher and attended the Mayfield (Kentucky) Semi
nary. He [Calhoun] attended a summer gospel meet
ing and heard preaching like he read in the Bible. Mter 
hearing forty-two sermons he accepted Christ and 
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was baptized for the forgiveness of his sins. At the 
age of 77 Calhoun wrote that he never afterwards 
doubted or regretted his salvation. 

I know nothing about Max Lucado except 
through some of the things that he has spoken and 
written. I am aware of his association with unscrip
tural events and false teachers as in the instance of 
the Nashville Jubilee. It is reported that he is a 
church of Christ minister in San Antonio, Texas. 

I have a copy of a tape of a speech that Lucado 
made over radio station KJAR in Lubbock, Texas, in 
December 1996. Alan E. Highers published an accu
rate transcript of the tape in the July 1997 issue of 
the Spiritual Sword (Vol. 22, no. 4). I infer that what 
he said in that speech represents what he believes 
about the role of prayer in the scheme of redemp
tion. So when I write about Max Lucado and Hall 
Laurie Calhoun, regarding prayer and obedience, I 
am doing neither an injustice. I believe that Calhoun 
made every effort to come out of denominationalism 
while Lucado seems to be making an effort to go into 
denominationalism and take the church with him. 

In his Lubbock radio sermon Max Lucado said to 
his listeners that: 

God is ready to be your Father. Maybe you 
never understood that the invitation was for 
everyone. Maybe you thought that you 
weren't worthy. Maybe now you do under
stand God will make you worthy and the invi
tation is for you, and all you have to do is call 
him Father. Just call him Father. Just turn your 
heart to him even right now as I am speaking. 
Call him your Father, and your Father will re
spond. Why don't you do that? 

In a seeming effort to recite a model prayer (with 
mechanical instruments of music playing) Lucado 
continues: 

Father, I give my heart to you. I give you my 
sins. I give you my tears. I give you my fears. I 
give you my whole life. I accept the gift of your 
Son on the cross for my sins. And I ask you, Fa
ther, to receive me as your child. Through 
Jesus Christ I pray. 

The tape records the radio announcer as coming 
on the air and saying, "And friend _if you prayed along 
with Max Lucado just now, here on Upwards, we 
want to welcome you into the family of God." Then 
Lucado returns to the microphone and says: 

10 

If today is the first day you've ever prayed a 
prayer like that, could you do me a favor? 
Could you write me a letter? I don 't have any
thing I am going to ask from you. I do have a 
letter I would like to send to you. I'd like to 
give you a word about the next step or two. I 
want to encourage you to find a church. I want 
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to encourage you to be baptized. I want to en
courage you to read your Bible. But I don't 
want you to do any of that so you will be 
saved. I want you to do all of that because you 
are saved. 

Calhoun found from studying the Bible that he 
was wrong in seeking salvation through prayer at a 
Methodist mourner's bench. When he learned the 
truth he corrected the error of his ways. Lucado is 
teaching false doctrine when he teaches sinners that 
they can become children of God through prayer 
without being baptized for the remission of sins. The 
Bible is replete with examples of conversions that 
Calhoun accepted and followed. Why then cannot 
Max Lucado learn and preach the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus? He surely could if he only would. Let 
us pray that he will begin (or return) to preach obedi
ence to God's Word and God will be unto him a Fa
ther. 

Lucado could become as effective in preaching 
the truth by the way of the radio as Calhoun was in 
preaching the gospel over radio station WLAC from 
the pulpit of the Nashville Central Church of Christ. 
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The Lord's Church in Wellington, New Zealand 
By Kevin Moore 

Wellington is the capital city of New 
Zealand as well as the commercial and 
cultural center of this South Pacific na

tion. It is located at the southern tip of the North Is
land and has a total population of 325,000. The 
Lord's work in Wellington began in 1963 when 
Ralph Ellis, Jerry Starling, Eddie Cantrell, Doyle 
Wright and their families moved here. A building was 
purchased and contacts and conversions were made 
through Vacation Bible Schools, gospel meetings, 
campaigns, extensive visitation, and home Bible 
studies. 

Other workers who have served in Wellington 
have included Cliff Lyons, Rod Kyle, Pat McGee and 
I. The church has steadily grown through the 
years, but suffered a major setback in 1983 when 
about half the members were lost because of false 
teachers. The church has since recovered and pros
pered. 

I moved to Wellington in 1987 to work with the 
church for the next seven years. During this time, 
the church had its share of ups and downs like any 
growing congregation, but the Lord richly blessed it. 
The church building had to be extended in 1992 to 
accommodate numerical growth (reaching an aver
age of 110). Outreach efforts have included letter 
boxing, newspaper advertising, door to door evange
lism, university campus evangelism, home Bible 
studies, campaigns, gospel meetings, and personal 
contacts. Thorough follow-up on new converts and 
the exercise of biblical discipline have been impor
tant ingredients in the growth of the church. 

The Wellington congregation is also active in be
nevolence and both foreign and domestic mission 
work, supporting efforts throughout New Zealand 
and in eight other countries. Leadership training 
classes have contributed to a large percentage of the 
membership being actively involved in teaching and 
outreach. Eight men in the congregation presently 
participate in the public preaching of the gospel. 
Three have pursued training at the East Tennessee 
School of Preaching and Missions in the U.S. with a 

desire to become full-time evange- r-----..., 
lists. A number of Christians from 
Wellington have relocated to other 
cities in New Zealand and several 
foreign countries where they are ac
tively engaged in the work of the 
Lord. 

In addition to Sunday services, 
there are three midweek Bible Rod Rutherford 

classes, two weekly ladies classes, 
an active youth group, regular fellowship activities, 
and a family camp each year. 

From its inception, the Wellington congregation 
has been a multi-cultural church with up to sixteen 
different ethnic groups being represented at one 
time. 

The church in Wellington is now self-supporting. 
Despite having no full-time worker, the local breth
ren faithfully carry on the Lord's work themselves. 
The primary goals of the church are the following: 
(1) Pay off the cost of the recent building extension; 
(2) begin supporting their own full-time local evange
list; (3) appoint qualified elders and deacons; (4) es
tablish another congregation· in the northwestern 
suburbs of the city. 

Naturally, the congregation is not free from all 
problems. A sound, mature evangelist would be of 
great value in providing direction and leadership. But 
we can thank God for the light that presently shines 
in New Zealand's capital city. 

If you are interested in working in New Zealand 
or would like more information about the Lord's 
church in that nation, please contact me at Box 87, 
Freed-Hardeman University, Henderson, Tenn. 
38340-2399. 
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Postmodern Theology: 
The Beast Slouching Towards Calvary 

By J. E. Choate 

This article has two particular purposes, one of 
which is to provide the information that will 
lead to an understanding of postmodern the

ology threatening the scriptural integrity of churches 
of Christ. The second raises the question of why our 
university Bible scholars do not definitively inform 
the churches at the grass roots level on the issues. Be 
assured your children are in their classrooms. 

Names, tides, and labels mean nothing unless de
fined and explained in context su.ch as modernism, 
and postmodernism, and conservatism, and liberal
ism. Words take on symbolic significance when con
textualized in religion or in a societal setting. There 
are no rules of language, logic, or anything else that 
make religion exempt from these influences. 

Modernism is a multiple label that takes on special 
meaning when attached to the concepts of theology in 
20th-century America. Modernism is not a word of 
recent coinage. The meaning and usage of the word is 
traced in philosophy and theology from 18th-century 
Enlightenment (Age of Reason) to the present. The 
evolution of theology since 1885 for this article falls 
into three categories - old modernism (social gos
pel), new modernism (neo-orthodoxy), and postmod
ernism Oesus Seminar). 

Conservatism in theology is the theological label 
in higher criticism which defends the positions that 
Moses is the author of the Pentateuch; that Jesus 
Christ is the incarnate Word born of a virgin, and the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus. And its opposite label, 
liberalism, in modern theology does not accept the 
historical reality of such events as the virgin birth 
and the bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

Metamorphosis of Modern Theology 
In the 20th Century 

(1) The old modernism at the turn of the century is 
identified with the amalgamation of the Graf
Wellhausen Documentary Hypothesis of the Penta
teuch (18 85), with Form and Source Criticism of the 
New Testament, and Darwinian evolution. One ma-
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jor outcome of this was the emergence of the opti
mism of the "man-made" social gospel that man is 
evoluting to ever-higher levels of social conduct and 
justice. 

(2) The beginning of the [new]modernismis dated 
by theology historians with the 1922 publication 
of Karl Barth's commentary on the Roman letter. 
Neo-orthodoxy is the name given the modern 
theology in the post-World War II period. Neo
orthodoxy had become by the late 1950s a fully devel
oped systematic theology identified with the names of 
Karl Barth, Rudolph Bultmann, and Paul Tillich. 

Harry Emerson Fosdick was the first bulldog of 
Neo-liberalism. He preached his famous 1935 ser
mon in New York titled "The Church Must Go Be
yond Modernism." This famed preacher had indeed 
declared war against the conservative Protestant 
churches with this 1935 manifesto. (How well do I 
remember the shock that came in the middle 1940s 
while I was reading Fosdicks's Understanding the 
Bible. I considered the book, then and now, as blas
phemous atheism.) 

Neo-orthodoxy reached its heyday in the 1950s. 
In this period, this writer completed the B.D. program 
in the Vanderbilt Divinity School, and came out with 
a good understanding of modern theology which en
ables me to wage unrelenting warfare against modern 
theology, and to name by name its major propagan
dists. (Yes, I have read Matthew 18 which is the last 
refuge of pious scoundrels.) 

And by the year 1970,neo-orthodoxy was so com
promised that it ceased almost over night to exist as a 
viable modern theology. In the 1970s, neo-orthodoxy 
found itself under attack from within its own house. 
The attackers were the "death of God" theologians 
who had been tutored in the new theology. 

But the truth is that they realized that their theo
logical inheritance was the residual atheism which 
flowed from the theology of Bultmann et al that the 
Bible is layered with historical facts, myths, legends, 
folklore, and old wives' tales. They had been sold a 



bill-of-goods which had been falsely labeled. 
Their response shook modern theology to its very 

foundation. Their solution was that Bultmann et al 
had killed God by destroying the faith in Holy Scrip
ture as the Word of God. The historical Jesus was 
almost stripped of all characteristics attributed to him 
in the Gospels. Bultmann left Jesus partially in the 
realm of history and partially enshrouded in myth. 

Their conclusion was that "God is dead" since all 
references to God in the Bible had been reduced to 
little more than theological nomenclature. What is 
dead is buried. What would come next? 

(3) Postmodernism was the answer. It was not 
one thing, but many things. Postmodernism is some
thing new created in the present and something old 
borrowed from the past. Postmodernism is part and 
parcel of the old modernism plus a hundred years of 
accumulated baggage. An apt analogy is comparing 
the generational passage of theology to the evolution 
of the old Model T Ford, a new Chevrolet, and a 
postmodern Cadillac. 

The Westmar Institute and the Jesus Seml1111r 

The current update of postmodern theology in its 
most radical form ends up eventually on the door
steps of the Westmar Institute and the Jesus Seminar. 
And this becomes a nightmare for the avant-garde 
Bible scholars in our schools. They do not want this 
poisonous theological label attached to their names. 
But there is no avoidance of the stigma. 

John Crossan, Robert Funk, and associates are 
the new-kids-on-the-block. They are the most talked 
about radical theologians in these times. The Jesus 
Seminar made the front covers of Time, Newsweek, 
and U.S. News and World Report during the 1996 
Easter week. 

A series of my articles was printed in 1996 and 
1997 in the Firm Foundation laying the founda
tions for an understanding of postmodern theology 
such as Derridean "deconstructionism," and "church 
growth" paradigms such as Willow Creek and the 
Third Wave. (DLU's new CEO would be greatly prof
ited if he would call upon his DLU Bible department 
heads to brief him on these matters.) 

A mere policy statement from the president's of
fice will not sweep these things under the rug. Why is 
it that our scholars in the "Scholarship Movement" 
are muted as the grave when it comes down to ad
dressing postmodern theology and church practices? 

Robert W. Funk founded the Westmar Institute in 
1985. The jesus Seminar is part and parcel of the 

Westmar Institute. The seminar is made up of a small 
selected association of academic scholars who meet 
twice a year to debate the historical Jesus. The Jesus 
Seminar begins with the assumption that the Gospels 
are not accurate histories. 

Their task is to determine the actual words spo
ken by Jesus in the synoptic Gospels. The scholars 
vote by casting colored beads in a box: the red, 
words are his; pink, could be; gray not his, but close; 
black, not his words, but created and embellished by 
his disciples. The Jesus Seminar attributes only 18 
percent of the words of the New Testament to Jesus. 

What the Westmar Institute scholars thought 
about the historical Jesus is fully documented in the 
books they wrote. The first work is the Five Gospel: 
The Search for the Authentic jesus with translations 
and commentary by Robert Funk, and others of the 
Jesus Seminar. This is described above. 

The second is a companion study of the Five Gos
pels, written by Burton L. Mack titled The Lost Gos
pel: The Book of Christian Origins. A German 
scholar hypothesized there was a fourth document in 
existence that Matthew, Mark, and Luke used as a 
common source book for a part of their accounts. It 
was called Quelle, (German for source). This ficti
tious document never existed as a proven fact. 

Funk, Mack, et al, conclude that Christianity is a 
mythologized religion (like Buddhism rooted in a his
torical figure and teachings quite unlike the histori
cal realities of the period). 

The third is John Dominic Crossan's The Histori
cal Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant. 
The book is about what Jesus did and said. To make a 
long story short, this is the book that pictures Jesus as 
a Jewish Socrates, who was a political troublemaker in 
his day. He is pictured as a societal rebel who preached 
the equality of all men, and who is pictured as conspir
ing against both the church and state. Both the Ro
mans and Jews conspired to kill him. 

What must be the latest "vomit of Satan" in this 
century is Crossan's picture of the crucifixion scene 
-Jesus is buried in a shallow criminal's grave on the 
crucifixion grounds from which scavenger dogs dug 
up his body while croaking crows flew overhead. 

Not a single article has appeared in Wineskins 
dealing with postmodernism "church growth para
digms" and theologies. Their dodge is-"We don't go 
down to the plains of Ono to talk with the children of 
Ashdod." The fact is that this is their native habitat. 
The best way to put the fear of God into souls of the 
"change agent" scholars is to deal with facts. 
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Summary Statement 
Gary Holloway and Michael Weed come up to the 
edge of postmodern theology and church practices in 
their 1995 DCHS paper. They mention other voices 
for our scholars called "neo-conservatives" and 
"moderates." There is a half-good apple, but not 
a part-good egg which is rotten in the whole. 

Postmodern theology is rotten in the whole. Some
body ought to break the news to the GA editorial 
staff that there is no "middle ground." We do not 
read where David Lipscomb and B.C. Goodpasture 
thought so. They also called names, and they also 
knew Matthew 18. 37142h Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville# 1N 37215 
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What Is Our Great Obiedive? 
By James E. Farley 

lhave been reading again the Hardeman Taber
nacle Sermons (a series of sermons preached by 
the late N.B. Hardeman in Nashville, Tennessee 

in 1922, 1923, 1928, 1938, and 1945). The first four 
of the five series was held in the Ryman Auditorium 
in Nashville, and the last was at the War Memorial 
Building and the building of the Central Church of 
Christ in Nashville. I certainly recommend all vol
umes, for they can serve as a good help in our daily 
walk as members of the body of Christ, and these can 
be a great help in converting the sinner. 

As I was reading from Volume rv, which is a 
record of the sermons that brother Hardeman 
preached from October 16-31, 1938, I came across a 
wonderful, thought provoking quote. It is from a ser
mon called, "Is Christ With Us?" He began by reading 
Luke 2:40-45. 

Brother Hardeman said: 
Is it possible for us to pass on to the judgment 
and there to wake up, only to realize for the 
first time, as did his mother at the close of the 
day, that Jesus Christ has not been with us all 
the day. I am asking all of you brethren, what 
are all of our effons about? What are the con
gregations in the city of Nashville trying to do? 
Is it to organize or form some special organiza
tion unknown to the Bible? What is our pur
pose? If I can discern and properly understand 
it, our great objective, brethren, is to cut loose 
from things of human relations and hark back 
to Jerusalem, and there again, stan out deter
mined and firmly resolved to make all things 
according to the pattern revealed in the New 
Testament. 

As I read those words, and contrast them with 
what is now happening among us, even among "the 
congregations in the city of Nashville" I too am made 
to ask (but for a different reason), "What are the 
congregations in the city of Nashville trying to do? Is 
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it to organize or form some special organization un
known to the Bible? What is our purpose?" 

When one looks at those who once seemed sound, 
but who are now espousing open fellowship with the 
sectarian churches, we can know that these have 
failed to realize our real purpose, or they have aban
doned what they once held dear and have another 
purpose. When we hear one of them say that he can 
"sing a capella while the instrument is playing," we 
realize that this one has lost sight of our great objec
tive, not to mention his logic. When we read that one 
of them encourages people to "be baptized," but that 
he then adds, "But I don't want you to do any of that 
so that you will be saved. I want you to do all of that 
because you are saved," we must conclude that he has 
gone "out from us" (1 John 2:19). 

Those like Shelly, Cope, and Lucado must be 
marked and avoided (Rom. 16:17). They are not 
abiding in the doctrine of Christ; they do not have 
God; and they must not be bid God speed (2 John 
9-11). These cannot be said to be "disciples indeed," 
for they are obviously not willing to continue in 
Christ's Word ijohn 8:31-32). 

Brethren, when we were going "forward back to 
Jerusalem" we were growing. We were contrasting 
truth with error, the Bible with the creeds of men, 
the church of Christ with sectarianism. People could 
readily see the difference, and many of them left the 
errors of the denominations, repenting and becom
ing members of Christ's one body. Let us pray, plead 
for, weep for, and defend our great objective! Let us 
call people back to the Bible, for "the Bible only, 
makes Christians only." 

197 Chapel Drive 
Gallipolis# OH 45631 
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Toreador-Shelly Debate on Unity 
(Shelly,s portion of the debate is from a speech he made at a ttspiritual renewal conference,, at Florence, 

Ala.,April19, 1996. Shelly, believe it or not, has a doctorate degree from Vanderbilt University, Lynn Toreador, 
also called L. Toreador, is a bull fighter with common sense, and respect for the Bible. He is not easily fooled.) 

Third AHirmatlve lly Rubel Shelly, Ph.D. 
But you know, I learned yesterday about a church in 
Reno, Nevada, that, though it was behind in its annual 
offerings for its own missions, God laid it on the 
hearts of those people that before the end of calendar 
'95 they raise $30,000 to give away to other churches 
that were in need. And they began praying. And Rich
ard Owens led his church one Sunday morning over to 
a Baptist church. Their church is a charismatic inde
pendent fellowship. They went over to a Baptist 
church, showed up just about the time worship was 
starting. Here are about 200, 225 people coming in all 
together, and the ushers, "What's going on here?" 

"Well, we're here to worship with you." 
They said, "Well, the service is already starting." 
They said, "We'll get in very quietly." 
"But, the service is already starting." 
"We'll be quiet." 
"But the service is already under way." 

And with a commotion going out in the foyer, the 
pastor comes out and he knows Richard, and he says, 
"Richard, what's going on here?" [Richard] said, 
"We're here to worship with you today and to bring 
you a gift." 

"Richard," said the man, looking him in the eye, 
"if you're here to mess me over, I'll get you." 

He said, "No, I promise you, I'm not here for any 
sinister purpose. We're here to worship with you and 
God has put it on our hearts to give you a gift." So 
they went inside and they went through a time of 
praise and worship. When the pastor got up to 
preach he said, "I don't know what's going on today." 
And he explained to all. 

Everybody else, of course is looking around and 
they're whispering, "Do you know these people? 
Where do they come from? Do you know their mo
tives?" I think only 225 worshipped, all the rest of 
them who were there mesmerized about ... (Seen the 
cartoon character, blub-blub-blub), just trying to ... 

So, when he got up to preach, he said, "I don't 
know what this is about, these people are from 
such-and-such church, their pastor Is Richard Owens. 
Richard, come on up." 

Richard came up and he said, "We want to give 
this church" -and he opened a check and put it into 
the pastor's hands for $10,000. And he said the man 
began to tremble, and his whole body began to 
tremble, and then he began to weep and tears just 
rolled off his cheeks. 

Next Sunday, every church in town wanted' em to 
show up (Laughter). 

And so they did. On three different Sundays be
fore calendar '95 ended. The Lord allowed them not 
only to raise that $30,000, but they caught their own 
budget up and exceeded. Of course! 

And they made three visits to three different 
churches and presented those gifts, and last Sunday 
54 churches in Reno, Nevada, came together for cor
porate worship (applause). 

Reno, Nevada, needs some unity among believers. 
Rick said that out of the 54 churches there's likely not 
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more than 3 that have a total membership of over 200 
each. But last Sunday, they filled up the football sta
dium at a high school. And the newspapers are cover
ing this. And on the front page, stories are being writ
ten in Reno, Nevada, about Christians and what 
Christians are doing to encourage one another, and to 
support each other, and help each other. God help us 
make more headlines like that! (Hallelujah)! 

Thlr• Response lay L. Torea.or 
Do you believe that fantastic story? The dictionary 
defines charismatic as: "Theology. Of, relating to, or 
being a type of Christianity that emphasizes personal 
religious experience and divinely inspired powers, as 
of healing, prophecy, and the gift of tongues." 

Doctor Shelly, when you say God laid it on the 
heart of a charismatic church in Reno, Nevada, to 
give money to a Baptist church, are you saying both 
the charismatics and the Baptists are in favor with 
God? If yes, then why are they not united? Why did 
God "lay" on the heart of the charismatic group to 
give money to the Baptists, but fail to tell the Baptists 
about the deal. (The Baptist preacher, you remem
ber, was confused, and thought the charismatic 
preacher might be trying to "mess me over.") Was 
God just playing games with them? 

Tell us, Doctor, how does God "lay" something 
on a person's heart? Is it an immediate revelation? Is 
it ESP? Is it thought transfer? How do you know it is 
from God? How do you know it's not the devil? 
How do you know Joseph Smith was wrong? Or do 
you think he was wrong? Smith claimed that God 
laid the book of Mormon on his heart. How do you 
know the book of Mormon is not from God, or do 
you think it is from God. 

Anecdotal evidence presents a lot of problems. 
You are at the mercy of the person remembering the 
incident. If he should misremember what happened, 
or if he improves on what he thought happened, then 
you are misled. Experiences of fallible humans are 
not proof of anything. 

People have a tendency to spin yarns instead of 
studying scripture. Paul warned TlDlothy and Titus to 
stay away from the storytellers and hold to provable, 
confirmed facts (1 Tim. 1:4; 4:7; 2 Tim. 4:4; Titus 
1:14 ). Peter wrote, "We have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty" (2 Pet. 1:16). 

Thayer says the word translated fable means, "1) 
a speech, a word, a saying 2) a narrative, story." The 
Bible says to stay away from such. Why, Doctor Shelly, 
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do you indulge what the Bible tells us to avoid? 
Albert Barnes, commenting on 1 Timothy 1:4, 

makes this wise observation: 
These [fables] were composed of frivolous and 
unfounded stories, which they regarded as of 
great importance, and which they seem to have 
desired to incorporate with the teachings of 
Christianity. Paul who had been brought up 
amongst these superstitions, saw at once how 
they would tend to draw off the mind from the 
truth, and would corrupt the true religion. 
One of the most successful arts of the adversary 
of souls had been to mingle fable with truth; 
and when he cannot overthrow the truth by di
rect opposition, to neutralize it by mingling 
with it much that is false and frivolous. 

Please, let us keep to the Word and prove our 
proposition by scripture. It is amazing that people 
who listen to the weird and the fantastic- delight in 
it - have little respect for divine revelation. 

If any man speaketh, speaking as it were oracles 
of God; if any man ministereth, ministering as 
of the strength which God supplieth: that in all 
things God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, whose is the glory and the dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen (1 Pet 4:11). P.O. Box 690192 
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The Ministry of Women 
By Roy J. Hearn 

Since the women's liberation movement~ efforts 
are being made to place women in places of 
authority over men. Such is spilling over into 

religious bodies; many are appointing women preach
ers and other officers in [denominational] churches. 

It is not surprising, since the denominational 
world does not respect the authority of the Bible (or 
they would not exist in the first place). Regrettably, 
some of our more liberal-minded brethren are advo
cating the same things. 

Limitations Gocl Placed on Women 
The Holy Spirit gave instructions about the relation
ship between men and women: 

8. I desire therefore that the men pray in 
every place, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath and disputing. 

9. In like manner, that women adorn them
selves in modest apparel, with shamefastness 
and sobriety; not with braided hair, and gold or 
pearls or costly raiment; 

10. but (which becometh women professing 
godliness) through good works. 

11. Let a woman learn in quietness with all 
subjection. 

12. But I permit not a woman to teach, nor 
to have dominion over a man, but to be in qui
etness. 

13. For Adam was first formed, then Eve; 

14. and Adam was not beguiled, but the 
woman being beguiled hath fallen into trans
gression: 

15. but she shall be saved through her child
bearing, if they continue in faith and love and 
sanctification with sobriety ( (11im. 2:8-15). 

Observe, (1) men take the lead in prayer, (2) 
women are instructed about how to dress, (3) women 
are to learn in silence, with all subjection, ( 4) women 
are not to teach nor usurp authority over men, but to 
be in silence, (5) reasons given in Verses 14-15. 

In First Corinthians 14:23-35, when the "whole 
church be come together," instructions are given con
cerning women. 

Let your women keep silent in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but 
they are commanded to be under obedience, as 
also saith the law ••• for it a is a shame for 
women to speak in the church. 

Subordination Not a lefledlon 
For a woman to be in subjection to men in the church 
is not a reflection upon their ability or intelligence. It 
is simply the way God arranged things, and we are 
not at liberty to alter God's Word (Deut. 4:2; 5 :32; 
12:32; Gal. 3:15; 2John 9-11). 

1 Corinthians 11:3 says: "I would have you to 
know that the head of every man is Christ; and the 
head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ 
is God." 

Since Christ had no resentment at being subordi
nate to the Father, women should not feel offended 
at being in subjection to the men in the church. 

Observe the AHitude of Christ. 
Romans 15:3 says, "Christ pleased not himself." In 
John 4:34 Christ said: "My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me." John 5:30 says Christ could do 
nothing of himself, "Because I seek not to do mine 
own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent 
me." John 8:28-29 has Jesus saying that he can do 
nothing of himself, but what God had taught him, 
and "I do always those things that please him". 

Therefore, since Christ is subject to God the Fa
ther with no resentment, and man is subject to 
Christ, woman should respect without resentment 
the scripture that places her in subjection to man. 

Remember man has a head also, and that is Jesus 
Christ who is above all. Man is not degraded because 
he is subject to Christ, and the woman is not inferior 
because God placed her in subjection to man. 

Some have argued that if the apostle Paul had 
lived today he would have taught differendy. How
ever, Paul did not speak of himself, but the Holy 
Spirit spoke through him (1 Cor. 2:9-13; 14:37), and 
these words of God given by the Holy Spirit are for 
all time, and unchangeable. 

To subiCrlbe 

790 State St. Apt. B-1 
Cookeville, 1N 38501 
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to the Firm Foundation 
RO. Box 459 • Damon, Texas 77430·0019 
(888) 317·452145 • lprophet@republlc.net 
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Beauty of a Child 
By Frank Chesser 

Who can describe the beauty, sweetness and 
innocence of a child? A child is lovelier 
than a sunset infusing the earth with re

spondent color. Is more captivating than a glowing 
red rose bathed in the morning dew. 

A child is more enchanting than a starlit night or 
a meadow of green. Is more delightful than a spring 
morning leaping from the womb of night by the 
gentle kiss of the rising sun. In the sparkling, trusting 
countenance of a child lies a beauty unequalled in the 
winsome world of nature. 

Jesus loved children. "Suffer little children and 
forbid them not to come unto me; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 19:14). Picture Jesus sur
rounded by children, laughing, talking and playing 
with them, clasping them to his breast in an embrace 
of love divine. 

Fortunate is the home that is blessed with chil-
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and Albert McDaniel 
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dren. Their voices of gaiety and laughter resound 
throughout the house, giving life to brick and mortar, 
and converting four walls into a citadel of joy. True, 
there are exasperating moments in the parenting ex
perience. But if we knew that tomorrow those small 
fingers would lie cold and stiff, would they really vex 
us then as they often seem to now? 

How swiftly time passes, how quickly they grow. 
Crawling, walking, running, kindergarten, gradua
tion, all too soon they fly from the nest of home. No 
more goodnight kisses, toys on the floor, peanut but
ter and jelly sandwiches, ballgames, PTA meetings 
and "Daddy will you play with me?" Give them your 
love, time and companionship today. Tomorrow may 
be too late. 

Life is as transient as the movement of a weaver's 
shuttle, the wilting of a flower, and the passing of a 
shadow Oob 7:6; 14:2). The spring of childhood 
swiftly blossoms into the summer of manhood. "Is it 
well with the child?" (2 Kings 4:26). The heart of 
each parent contains the answer 3 9 Andress St. 

· jacksonville, FL 32208 

(Editor's comment: In reading this powerful trib
ute to the intriguing characteristics of little ones, 
there came to mind a haunting story in the morning 
paper about Sherrice Iverson, 7, left unattended at a 
resort hotel while her father occupied himself in the 
upstairs casino. At 3:48 in the early morning, accord
ing to the film in a security camera, the little darling 
was trapped in a ladies restroom by a youth. The 
young man, who had proudly displayed to casino at
tendants his pierced tongue and navel, raped and 
killed the child. The story does not say if the father 
won or lost at the gambling tables. Few would be a 
thoughtless and crass as Sherrice's daddy, but many a 
father and mother do not give to their offspring the 
love, time, and training they need - and that God's 
word requires of parents. And this, too, is abuse. Let 
us take the responsibility of caring for children given 
into our keeping seriously. Most of all let us bring 
them up in the nurture of the Lord. The home has a 
duty to train children in the right way of God, and to 
fail in this and lose the child to the world is as tragic as 
leaving a little girl helpless and exposed to danger 
while shaking dice.) ~ 



Stop Sign 
By Neal Pollard 

In one of the cruelest, most tragic practical jokes 
ever played, three Florida teenagers removed a 
stop sign from a busy intersection. Conse

quendy, three other young people lost their lives in a 
multi-car crash. The pranksters now face the prob
ability of several decades in prison. How sickening 
that they could find humor or pleasure in doing 
something so morbidly sinister! 

Long ago, the inspired Solomon said, "Remove 
not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have 
set" (Prov. 22:28). The message conveyed is that the 
established boundaries must remain in their places. 
In Moses' day, in preparation for possessing Canaan, 
Israel was warned against removing a neighbor's 
landmark (Deut. 19:14). In fact, one who did so was 
bitterly cursed (Deut. 27:17). Solomon's warning in 
Proverbs 22, though obviously literal, has spiritual 
application for the modern Christian. As it was woe-

Bulletin Alert 
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ful to remove property stakes to take someone else's 
land in ancient Israel and as it was terrible to remove 
a stop sign to create that traffic accident in Florida, it 
is also dangerous for anyone to remove the "stop 
signs" God has erected in his Word! 

Someone has righdy said, "Whenever God says 
'thou shalt,' he is really saying, 'Do yourself a favor.' 
Whenever God says 'thou shalt not,' he is saying 
'don't hurt yourself.'" He has placed certain "stop 
signs" along the road of life, the intention of which is 
to save man from spiritual disaster. One, whether 
through rationalization or rebellion, must respect 
them and leave them alone. Consider some of these 
"stop signs" man has removed: 

The "Stop Signs» in Sexual Matters. The casual 
attitude of some young people (and older people!) to
ward sexual intercourse outside of marriage is fright
ening. From the dawn of time, Satan has urged the 
plucking up of restraint in this area of life (remember 
Sodom and Gomorrah?). His disciples say that it is 
natural, inevitable, and desirable to commit what is to 
God an abomination (1 Cor. 6:18; Gal. S: 19). To suc
cessfully tempt man to commit fornication, the devil 
must remove the stop signs that keep a person from 
committing it. One stop sign is purity of heart (Phil. 
4:8), where the thought of fornication is too troubling 
and fearful. Another stop sign is a properly trained 
conscience (cf. 1 Tim. 4:2), where one is ashamed even 
of thinking of doing that evil. But, when one over
comes righteous inhibition and lets down the barriers 
(engaging in immoral intimate talk, wearing alluring 
clothing, petting, etc.), the stop sign is slowly up
rooted. The result is calamitous, for one who commits 
fornication sins grievously (Eph. S :3; Col. 3 :5). 

The "Stop Signs» in Sinful Habits. Using to
bacco, alcoholic beverages or other drugs, cursing, 

Sample copies 
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lying, gambling, and similar habits are formed when 
the stop signs have already been removed. These ac
tivities bring frightening results. They are embraced 
only after the qualms are overcome. Perhaps the fear 
of being caught doing the sin keeps one from engag
ing in a sinful habit. Maybe the thought of how such 
would hurt the Lord steers one away from it. It could 
be a desire to do only what is right and well-pleasing 
to God keeps one from it. But, when one can ratio
nalize why doing a sin is OK, comfort one's self in 
seeing that "everyone does it," or justify the thing by 
moderate or minimal involvement in it, the stop signs 
are being removed. One no longer deals with pre
cepts like "abstain from the very appearance of evil" 
(1 Thess. 5 :22), "abstain from fleshly lusts that war 
against the soul" (1 Pet. 2:11), or "love not the 
world" (1 John 2:15). Instead, having removed the 
stop signs that should keep them from their sinful 
activity, they build what becomes a sinful habit that 
they learn to hate but from which they cannot cease. 

The "Stop Signs" in Falling Away. The Christian 
is told to be faithful unto death to receive eternal life 
(d. Rev. 2: 10). All Christians should know that if 
they are not loyal to Christ (as applicable to giving, 
attending the assemblies, evangelizing, praying, 
studying, etc.), they will be lost (2 Pet. 2:20-22; Heb. 
6:4-6; 10:26-31; et al). But few go from being com
pletely faithful to completely falling away from 
Christ! No, one must remove the stop signs first. 
One will not miss every service all at once, but will 
only miss occasionally. One will not stop reading the 
Bible altogether, but just a day here or there. One 
will not dive back into a sinful lifestyle, but just re
turn once (then twice, then three times). But, assur
edly, when one stops loving and serving the Lord and 
turns inward to listen to self, one will begin pulling 
out God's stop signs. God wants no one lost (2 Pet. 
3:9), but most will be lost (Matt. 7:13-14). Those 
who are lost will have removed every stop sign that 
God has erected between them and hell. 

God's Word is man's law (Rom. 8:2; Gal. 6:2). It 
was instituted for man's own good (Psa. 119:133). 
Man gets hurt, emotionally, even physically, and al
ways spiritually, when he violates God's will (cf. Rom. 
6:23;James 1:13-15). The results which follow man's 
removing God's "stop signs" being so harmful, may all 
resolve to do all in the name of the Lord (d. Col. 3:17; 
Phil. 4:13)! Such will make for a safe trip on "the way" 
(cf. John 14:6). P. 0. Box 275 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

The 111" in Responsibility 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Ayoung man (or woman) breaks the law and is 
arrested and brought into court for trial. The 
defense lawyer builds his case on the fact that 

the person on trial has had a troubled life with a dys
functional family. Or that society has let him down by 
not providing for his every need. Thus he is relieved 
of all personal responsibility for his crime regardless 
of the seriousness of it. 

We have reared a generation of "me" mentality. 
Whatever I want I should have according to current 
philosophy. Not only do they cry "give me" but "you 
owe me" as well. If I want it, you should provide it. 
The concept of personal responsibility seems to have 
been swept under the rug. 

The Bible is a book which gives emphasis to indi
vidual responsibility. The law of Moses declared, 
"The fathers shall not be put to death for the chil
dren, neither shall the children be put to death for 
the fathers: every man shall be put to death for his 
own sin" (Deut. 24:16). 

In the New Testament we find that man's indi
vidual responsibility is still the norm. "[E]very idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment" (Matt. 12:36). "[H]e 
shall reward every man according to his works" 
(Matt. 16:27). "Who will render to every man ac
cording to his deeds" (Rom. 2:6). Salvation, likewise, 
is an individual matter. "He that believeth and is bap
tized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (Mark 16:16). 

In the parable of the talents, each one was given 
talents "according to his several ability" (Matt. 
25: 15). When the day of reckoning came each man 
was called to give an account of how he had used his 
talents. 

In the picture of the judgment, reward in heaven 
or condemnation to eternal hell will be meted to each 
one according to his record (Matt. 5 :41-46). Life is 
an individual matter and the Christian life is a matter 
of individual choice. We must make our own choices 
and face the consequences. 

It is not past time for parents to return to the prac-

rice of teaching individual responsi
bility to our children. We do our chil
dren no favors when we "pull 
strings" to help them escape de
served punishment or "buy" them 
out of trouble. We must insist that 
they pay the price for their deeds. 
They need to learn early in life that 
the freedom to choose carries with it the responsibil
ity to accept the consequences - good or bad. 

Few of us grow up in totally ideal circumstances. 
It is the struggles of life that mold character. When 
we are young mother and dad direct our steps and 
bear a responsibility for guiding our path. When we 
reach maturity, it is time to cease hiding behind 
mother and dad and begin to stand on our own two 
feet. A big part of being mature is to cease trying to 
pass the blame to parents, society, or whomever. We 
must now shoulder responsibility for our own ac
tions and rise above any adverse circumstances. We 
must cease trying to excuse our misdeeds by passing 
the buck! Maturity does not blame every misfortune 
and wrong choice on one's upbringing. 

We as a nation need to quit playing the "blame 
game." Christians need to face the fact that we will 
each answer for our own deeds in this life. Others 
may wield a wrong influence on me but the final ac
counting will be mine for how I react to that influ
ence. No one can make us do wrong unless and until 
we give in! And when we do give in, the blame will be 
ours for making a wrong decision. 

Let's teach our children that responsibility is 
spelled with "i" instead of "u." Let's instill in them 
the sobering fact that, in judgment, they will answer 
for their own deeds and not how others treat them. 
It's time we re-learned the meaning of responsibility. 
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Sunset and Evening Star 

Joseph Gilmore Jr. passed to his eternal reward 
and his place in history on Sunday, October 5, 
1997. His name shines brightly in the annals of 

the magnificent appeal to restore the ancient order. 
We rejoice that his name 
is written in the Lamb's 
book of life. 

We join his wife, Joy, 
his daughter, Melinda, 
and his granddaughter, 
Lisa, in mourning his 
passing, though we do 
not sorrow as those who 
have no hope. 

Joe Gilmore's fame 
is in his devotion to 
preaching the truth 
without fear or favorit
ism. He was above all 
else a man of the Word. 
He loved to preach and 
from his youth seized 
every opportunity to 
proclaim the everlasting 
glory of God's unfailing 
Word. He did not 
preach himself, but the 
crucified one. He did 
not preach opinion, but 
the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. Joe was never more stunning than when he 
stood in the pulpit with the sword of the Spirit glis
tening in his hand and his voice clearly proclaiming 
the verities that make men free and that he under
stood so well. 

He put the kingdom first. He went, often at his 
own expense, where he was called. Sometimes it was 
to teach the lost, other times it was to instruct his 
fellow preachers, on occasion it was to help a 
troubled congregation recover from a misunder
standing or be snatched from a danger, but it was al
ways because of the love and fear of God. He never 
hesitated to go where duty called. He went straight 
on, turning neither to the left hand nor to the right 
hand. His piercing, keen eyes were fixed on the goal 
and his heart was where Christ is, seated at the right 
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hand of God. He wore himself out striving to win a 
lost world for God's Almighty Son. 

His devotion to his family came second only to 
seeking the righteousness of Jesus. His dear wife, his 

devoted child, and his 
loving granddaughter 
were ever helpful and 
supportive as Joe scat
tered precious seed, de
fended the gospel, and 
nurtured saints. 

Joe gloried in his In
dian heritage. He wore 
it like a nimbus. He 
loved to chant Indian 
songs and shock people 
with an Indian War 
Whoop. He gave the 
blood-curdling cry one 
evening at a restaurant 
in Memphis, and a Chi
nese cook came run
ning out of the kitchen 
with a meat-cleaver in 
his hand. Joe and his 
friends often laughed as 
they recalled the inci
dent. Joe Gilmore was a 
111an of good humor. He 
always wore a smile. 

We shall miss him, this child of God's affection, 
but we look forward to seeing him one day standing 
on an evergreen shore, wearing a star-studded crown 
and a translucent robe of his own righteous deeds. 
He will be standing there in the midst of all just men 
made perfect. He will bow low as he lays his trophies 
down at Jesus' feet - and the fellowship will never 
end. 

"Here is the patience of the saints, they that keep 
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 
And I heard the voice from heaven saying, Write, 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from hence
forth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labors; for their works follow with them" (Rev. 
14:12-13). FinnFoundationStaff 
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Potpourri .•. 
We wish space permitted printing all the let

ters our readers write, but, alas, it does 
not. Anyhow we do read, enjoy, and ben

efit from every message. It is our time to say "Thank 
you!" Here is a sampling from our mailbag. 

"A letter from the Christian Chronicle asking for 
a gift was an inspiration to me to send contributions 
to several other papers, including the Firm Founda
tion. I am sorry that I had to withhold a contribution 
from the Chronicle for reasons of which I am sure 
you are aware ••. Thank you for the excellent articles 
in the Firm Foundation. It gets better all the time ... 
The elders have determined to enter a subscription 
to the Firm Foundation for each member of the con
gregation. Enclosed is a list of the membership. 
Please bill us quarterly •.. Just a note to let you know 
the title of your paper, Firm Foundation, says it all. 
Keep up the good job .•. Enclosed is my check for 
another year of the Firm Foundation. May the paper 
ever live up to its name." 

There is much more, but this gives you an idea of 
the encouragement readers give to "cheer us on our 
journey." 

Quick reminder of lectureships this month: West 
Virginia School of Preaching, Oct. 27-31, Mounds
ville, WV; Denton Lectures, Nov. 9-13, Pearl Street 
Church, Denton, TX. Cold-Harbor Road Lectures, 
Nov. 2-5, Mechanicsville, VA. Attend and gain spiri-

Memphis School 
of Preachin1 

• Two-year program 

• Fifty-four courses A 
• 2,760 cJock hours 
• No tuition 
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• Umlted scholarships • . . 
• Strong Bible emphasis 
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• Applications now being accep 
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Curtis A. Cates, Director 
Conducted by 

KD11bt Arnold Church of Christ 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

Phone (901) 362-5139 

tual weight; the teaching will make your soul fatter. 
We all need nice, fat, sleek souls. Give it a try. 

Cl'oaldfe 
0 Water Cronkite has sent out a letter on behalf 

of "The Interfaith Alliance." He says that the Chris
tian Coalition is a "genuinely radical movement." 
Mr. Cronkite does not say what his Alliance wants, 
only that he thinks the Christian Coalition is bad. 
Cronkite and the ministers, bishops, and rabbis 
named on his letterhead have no positive program to 
offer. They merely condemn, judge, and castigate the 
Christian Coalition for being, in their judgment, 
judgmental. Ho-humm. 

Coafuslng 
0 Max Lucado is quoted by J. Michael Parker 

(San Antonio Express News, July 2, 1997) as saying, 
"I believe baptism is necessary for obedience be
cause Jesus commanded it .. 1. I just don't think we're 
saved by baptism or any other human· effort ••• bap
tism is •.. something we do to celebrate our salvation, 
not to earn salvation." 

Now, let's get that straight - baptism is neces
sary to obedience but not necessary to salvation. 
Would it not follow that obedience to Jesus is there
fore not necessary to salvation? 

"Though he Uesus] was a Son, yet learned obedi
ence by the things which he suffered; and having been 
made perfect, he became unto all them that obey him 
the author of eternal salvation" (Heb. 5:8-9). 

"[W]hich also after a true likeness doth now save 
you, even baptism, not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the interrogation of a good conscience 
toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ" (1 Pet 3:21). "He that believeth and is bap
tized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). 

Marllfll Maasoa 
0 Marilyn Manson is 6'1" and 135 pounds. He 

can't sing or write lyrics, but is enjoying a run as one 
the nation's hottest rock stars. His latest album is 
titled Anti-Christ Superstar and his lyrics celebrate 
things like suicide, destruction, and disease. Brian 
Warner uses the stage name Marilyn Manson in ref
erence to superstar Marilyn Monroe and super-mur
derer Charles Manson. His shows consist of the 
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rankest profanity, ripping up a Bible, and inviting the 
audience to spit on him. 

At a recent show in Washington, D.C., the me
dian age of Manson's audience was 14. Parents paced 
in the back of the hall, one dad explaining how he 
didn't want his teenage daughter to come alone. The 
kids were decked out in black costumes, sinister 
makeup, and T-shirts reading "666" or "American by 
Birth, Anti-Christ by Choice." 

One girl in black lipstick earnestly explained that 
Manson minds his own business, in contrast to the 
Christian protestors handing out fliers outside the 
show. "Passing out those little Christian papers," she 
said, "that's wrong" (Source: National Review, June 
30, 1997). 

lxpelllng God 
0 At 2 a.m., Friday, June 27, 1997 the Michigan 

State Board voted 5-3 to eradicate a perilous threat 
to the schoolchildren of the state of Michigan. 

The scourge that the board has pledged to wipe 
out is its own mission statement, which dares to in
clude the word God. 

The sentence that the majority of the board finds 
offensive reads in full: "We, the Michigan State Board 
of Education, grateful to Almighty God for the bless
ings of freedom, do earnestly desire to secure these 
blessings undiminished for our children." These 
words are taken almost verbatim from the preamble 
of the state constitution :(Wall Street Journal, June 20, 
1997). 

r6e Gol"•• Gate 
0 San Francisco's Human Rights Commission 

upheld rules regulating the city's dozen-or-so homo
sexual sex clubs. Among other things, the regulations 
ban sex without condoms and require that lighting be 
bright enough to enable club staff members to ob
serve what kind of sexual relationships are taking 
place. The rules are meant to curb the spread of HIV 
and other sexually transmitted diseases, according to 
the city's health department. Regulation opponents 
say the rules are "an attack" on the homosexual 
community's right to privacy, arguing that sex clubs 
are sometimes the only place where strangers can 
have sex (World, July 5, 1997). 

Met6odists 
0 The United Methodist Church~s $12 million 

public relations agency, United Methodist Communi
cations~ openly promoted homosexual marriage in a 
cable television program it sponsored, according to 
the Institute of Religion. Entitled Adam and Steve?. 

24 ~:;.erp~:~d~Jc?.. 

Same Sex Marriages and the Christian Faith the show 
is part of a 26-episode series entitled, Scriptures 
Alive. The series argues that the church should heed 
the desire of homosexuals to solemnize their rela
tionships with the blessing of the church, because 
"gay and lesbian couples are wanting to make a pro
fession of their couple-ness in the eyes of God." 
lig6ts, .,,,,, 

0 Michael McCloskey, chairman of the Sierra 
Club, said, "Trees and rocks have rights to their own 
freedom." 

0 Psychiatrist Thomas Szasz suggests "the right 
to a bottle of barbiturates for every prisoner who re
quests it." 

0 Gay activist Jeff Levi claimed homosexuals 
"have the right to see government and society affirm 
our lives." 

0 George Gerbner of the Annenberg School for 
Communication announced "a new civil right" for 
all, including minorities, the poor, and the disabled to 
be represented fairly and equally on television. He 
was discussing a study that found too many white 
males on Tv. 

The Houston 
College of the Bible 

invites its 
Friends and Supporters 

to a different location, 
at a different time, 
for different food 

at this year's 
Annual Denton Lectures 

(November 9-13). 

HCB Mexican Dinner 

-Mercado Juarez Restaurant-
419 S. Elm 

downtown Denton 
-Tuesday, Nov.11, 5 p.m.-

-$7.75/person-

Guest Speaker: Dub McClish 

Come to eat or just to enjoy the fellowship! 
Call (281) 353-2707, fax (281) 288-3676, 

email BobBerard@juno.com 



Ouota61es 
0 There is absolutely no substitute for a genuine 

lack of preparation. 
0 Everything should be made as simple as pos

sible, but no simpler. 
0 Down with gravity. 
0 Why is there only one Monopolies Commis

sion? 

lecoastrudloalsm 
0 Marvin Olaskey, University of Texas profes

sor, assigned to his 467 students taking the course 
"Critical Thinking for Journalists," the book, The Vi
sion of the Anointed, by Thomas Sowell. Olaskey 
said, "The course was set up a few years ago to be 
typically propagandistic: Critical Thinking, in aca
demic circles, means deconstructing the dominant 
views of society, and leftists interpret that to mean 
attacking Christianity and conservatism. But now 
that I'm teaching the course, I ask future journalists 
to deconstruct what is truly the dominant philosophy 
in America, secular liberalism." 

Jo6a Paul II 
0 In the encyclical Centesimus Annus, the liberal 

ruler of the Roman Catholic Church, gives an inter
esting admission. Here is the crucial paragraph: 

Nowadays there is a tendency to claim that ag
nosticism and skeptical relativism are the phi
losophy and the basic attitude which corre
spond to democratic forms of political life. 
Those who are convinced that they know the 
truth and firmly adhere to it are considered 
unreliable from a democratic point of view, 
since they do not accept that the truth is deter
mined by the majority, or that it is subject to 
variation according to different political trends. 

Midwestern 
School of Preaching 

o 2-year course of study ~ 
o Study entire Bible text :· • 
o Practical and foundational fields ~ 

fully covered ~ 
o Wives program 
o Annual evangelistic campaigns 
o Yearly student lectureship in June 
o Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-802-1 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 259-3875 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Suear Creek. MO 64054 

It must be observed in this regard that if there 
is no ultimate truth to guide and direct per
sonal activity, then ideas and convictions can 
easily be manipulated for reasons of power. As 
history demonstrates, a democracy without val
ues easily turns into open or thinly disguised 
totalitarianism. 

What he says makes a lot of sense. We must have 
an absolute standard of authority for morals and reli
gion. Although John Paul II may disagree, that infal
lible standard is God-breathed scripture, which 
makes the man of God perfect in the sight of God (2 
Tim. 3:16-17)- without the counsel of Cardinals 
and Pope. 

leelgootl 
0 Glide Memorial Methodist Church, on the 

edge of the Tenderloin district of San Francisco, in 
deference to a Jewish attendance comprising about 15 
percent of the congregation, has taken down the 
cross. The church stresses "outreach" to AIDS vic
tims and crackheads and the generally non-judgmen
tal dogmas of racial healing and personal growth. The 
bread line outside is impressive- almost three blocks 
of derelicts and junkies and muttering old-timers and 
gaunt men wearing military fatigues that may or may 
not have been earned (See 2 Thess. 3:1 0). The Sunday 
morning service is shout-and-holler lip service. 

The difference between Glide Memorial Method
ist Church and the Woodmont Hills church of Christ 
in Nashville is that the Methodist are doing what they 
say, and Woodmont is saying but not doing. Walk the 
talk, man, walk the talk. Why doesn't Woodmont 
bring in three city blocks of homeless and prostitutes? 

Socrates 
&1 "If I tell you that I would be disobeying the god 

and that on that account it is impossible for me to 
keep quiet, you won't be persuaded by me, taking it 
that I am ironizing. And if I tell you that it is the 
greatest good for a human being to have discussions 
every day about virtue and the other things you hear 
me talking about, examining myself and others, and 
that the unexamined life is not livable for a human 
being, you will be even less persuaded." 

"The unexamined life is not worth living," has 
become a Socratic dictum. 

lo6 lunlc 
0 U.S. News & World Report (August 4, 1997) 

says that "for 12 years a notorious band of Bible 
scholars has riled the religious community by declar
ing that Jesus is grossly misquoted and misrepre
sented in the Gospels. 
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Funk, in his bookHonest to Jesus, makes clear that 
he envisions a "reinvention of Christianity." Funk 
advocates a faith built on what he believes is a more 
rational and historically accurate view of the life and 
teachings of Jesus. This new Christianity would 
among other things emphasize Jesus as a teacher 
rather than a divine. It would replace the Lord's Sup
per with a common meal, emphasize forgiveness and 
freedom over punishment and piety, and endorse 
"protected recreational sex among consenting 
adults." 

In a Boise, Idaho, meeting of 50 or so participants 
Roy Hoover, professor emeritus at Whitman College 
in Walla Walla, Wash., explained the implications of 
the seminar's disbelief in the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus. "The idea of resurrection," Hoover said, "is 
embedded in an ancient world view" that is outdated in 
this scientific age. The Christian belief in a "general 
resurrection of the dead •.. simply cannot stand as an 
article of faith." The entire notion of life after death, 
Hoover said, "has become difficult to affirm." 

No afterlife? Christianity without a hope of 
heaven? 

"For in hope were we saved: but hope that is seen 
is not hope: for who hopeth for that which he seeth? 
But if we hope for that which we see not, then do we 
with patience wait for it" (Rom 8:24-25). 

W6ere If leads 
0 A person, who identifies herself as Nelta 

Brock, posted a message on R M Bible (R M Bible is 
a list server sponsored by Abilene Christian Univer
sity) saying she is "truly frustrated." Nelta says she 
started out as a "radical person ... hanging in with all 
our traditions and formalities." She advanced to 
doubting basic Bible teaching - like whether giving 
is a part of Sunday worship, or the use of instruments 
in worship is sinful. Then, she says, she found R M 
Bible and other people like myself. "It scared me," 
she wrote, "because I didn't want to give up rules and 
regulations." Still, Nelta stayed with R M Bible 
(sponsored, did I say, by ACU) until she was free 
from traditions. Her last sentence reads, "With tears 
in my eyes I tell you that this is probably my last post 
to R M. Because, people, you know what? I am be
ginning to doubt that God even exists." 

'"' Affeatloa 
0 Gene Edward Veith, World, July 5, 1997, 

wrote: "Christian colleges and faculty members are 
sometimes led away from these foundations by their 
earnest and almost pathetic yearning to be academi-
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cally respectable. Plagued by an inferiority complex, 
many in Christian academia are so eager for approval 
from their professional peers in the intellectual es
tablishment that they are embarrassed about their 
Christian identity .•• They think their mission is to 
influence Christianity with their field, rather than to 
influence their field with Christianity. This mindset is 
a formula for intellectual mediocrity. Such scholars 
are condemned to be followers" (Carroll Osburn and 
Rubel Shelly, please take note). Veith concludes, 
"The more a Christian college become indistinguish
able from its secular counterparts, the more likely it 
is to fail. Why should anyone pay private college tu
ition if the same education is available from cheaper 
state schools with better computer facilities?" 

Darwla Was light 
0 "If it could be demonstrated that any complex 

organ existed which could not possibly have been 
formed by numerous, successive, slight modifica
tions, my theory would absolutely break down" 

· (Charles Darwin, in The Origin of the Species). 
"To Darwin, the cell was a 'black box' - its in

ner workings were utterly mysterious to him. Now, 
the black box has been opened up and we know how 
it works. Applying Darwin's test to the ultra-com
plex world of molecular machinery and cellular sys
tems that have been discovered over the past 40 
years, we can say that Darwin's theory has 'abso
lutely broken down'" (Michael Behe, biochemist and 
author of Darwin~s Black Box). 

Silly StuH 
0 Hank Hanegraaff, a reformed vineyard charis

matic, in his book, Counterfe~t Revival, quotes from 
John Arnott's book, The Father~s Blessing. "In a sec
tion tided, Jesus Wants a Love Affair with You, Arnott 
describes how Jesus appeared to a woman and ful
filled all her fantasies. Jesus laughed with the woman 
as together they ran around with arms stretched out 
like airplanes; Jesus lay on the ground with the 
woman and played Legos; then Jesus played with her 
hair and met her deepest needs and desires." 

Hanegraaff continues, "Similarly, in one of Carol 
Arnott's Oohn's Arnott's wife) visions, Jesus brings 
her a bouquet of lilies after which they 'run and play 
and have a wonderful, intimate time together.' Carol 
and Jesus then get married. At the wedding feast, 
Carol said, she "was standing in an open spot when 
Jesus walked up and said, 'Carol, may I have the first 
dance?'" Carol exuded that cardinals and blue jays 
picked up my veil, and I danced with Jesus." 



Oh, by the way, these Third Wave, Kansas City 
Prophets, Pensacola Charismatic, Toronto Blessing, 
Shout-and-Holler people are the same ones Rubel 
Shelly catered to his in infamous Florence, Ala., 
April19, 1996, speech, which is the subject of a de
bate with L. Toreador elsewhere in this issue. 

More Slllr Sfrlfl 
0 Joe Beam in his book, Seeing the Unseen, 

Howard Publishing (who else? - well, maybe ACU 
Press) tells about how Dennis Randall, his associate 
minister, picked up a man off the streets of an Ala
bama city. This guy was really grubby, according to 
Randall. Dennis and his family were terrified of this 
stranger who darkly looked them over. Finally the 
guy said, "Stop the car." D. Randall thought the evil 
looking man would kill him, his wife, and his chil
dren. He stopped. The man got out of the car. D. 
Randall, relieved, sped away, but looking in his rear
view mirror for this tough looking guy, Randall found 
that the "man" had disappeared. Weird, man, weird! 
Beam and Randall concluded this man was an angel 
in human form. The next morning Randall found a 
card under the windshield of his automobile. The 
card said, "Do not forget to entertain strangers, for 
by so doing some people have entertained angels 
without knowing it" (Heb. 13 :2). (Which proves, by 
the way, that angels use the Nrv.) When Randall later 
tried to find the card, it, too, had disappeared. 
Shades of "Ghosties, and Goblins, and Long-Legged 
Beasties, and things that go 'bump' in the night." 

Man, that is spooky, really spooky. We are n?t 
making this up - it is found on pages 31-33 In 
Beam's book published by Howard Publishing Com
pany of West Monroe, La. (Howard Pub!ishing, inci
dentally, is the source of more false teaching tha~ any 
other publishing company among us, unless It be 
Sweet Publishing, and maybe ACU Press.) 

By the way; Joe Beam's book also says, "I have 
written from a' balanced, middle-of-the-road view" 
(p. 3). "If you picked up this boo~ hoping to ~ind 
scary stories of exorcisms and wild speculations 
about Satan and his angels, you will be disappointed" 
(p. 11). "Anecdotal evidence proves no~ng" (p. 12). 
"Beware of stories told by those who claim they have 
had contact with angels" (p. 36). C'mon, Joe, who 
are you kidding? Of course, you are right about what 
anecdotal evidence proves. 

Still More Silly SluH 
0 Larry West of West Monroe, La., (closely con

nected with Howard Publishing Company) in an ar-

tide, "Freedom to Confess" (Gospel Advocate, April 
1997) goes overboard on this sentimental, feely
touchy, type stuff. He tells about a man in Arkansas 
(he does not say who or where - no way to check it 
out, but it may have happened) who was crying so 
hard that he could not speak. Larry comforted the 
man. That was not enough. Two elders came to give 
solace. Still the man's shoulders shook from uncon
trollable sobs. He finally got himself together enough 
to say, "I want to apologize to my son. I've said, Son, 
why don't you get up here and lead a song, lead a 
prayer, lead a soul to Christ?" 

The brother broke down again, weeping so hard 
he could make no audible, intelligible sounds. Unut
terable groanings! Finally, between his choking -
having difficulty in breathing, swallowing, or speak
ing- he was able with great effort so blurt out. "But 
my son said to me •.. " 

Now, that is Larry's setup. What do you think the 
son said? Daddy, I'm a homosexual dying of AIDS? 
My wife and six kids were just killed by a tornado? I 
got drunk, robbed a bank, and will have to go to jail 
for the next 50 years? I just raped Marilyn Manson? 
What, think you, did he say? 

No! No! No! It was much worse than anything 
you could possibly imagine. The thing that reduced 
this dear old dad to a slobbering, quivering, incom
prehensible mass of sobs and tears was when his son 
replied, "Why should I, Dad, you don't." 

Boo-hoo-hoo. Isn't that terrible? I don't know 
how that poor parent stood it. Also, I don't know 
why the Gospel Advocate ~tinted it. It is so sa~: 

Extravagant emotionalism destroys the ability to 
think, as Larry's story of the sobbing, slobbering, 
sentimental father shows. Anecdotes may, after all, 
prove that anecdotes do not prove anything, just as 
Joe Beam says (but he keeps on telling them). 

Oscar Wilde wrote, "A sentimentalist is a man 
who sees an absurd value in everything, and doesn't 
know the market price of any single thing." 

Putty-like, soft, fuzzy, tear-jerking tal.es are ~e 
antithesis of reason. People who are baptized while 
swimming in a sea of tears do not remain fai~ to 
the church overnight. Larry West knows th1s more 
than anybody. Tell us, Larry, how many you have bap
tized? Where are they? 

All this blubbering is a colossal waste. 
"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like 

men, be strong" (1 Cor 16:13). 
Now, I will go cry myself to sleep. ·JI.-
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Schedule of Lectureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching 

•.•.•••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••.•..•.•••••••• LAkeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures ......................... Ft. Worth, Texas 

Fe•ruary 
1 Freed-Hardeman University ••• Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship ····••o•••••• San Antonio~ Texas 
3 Cleburne, Texas Forum 

March 
1 El Paso Lectures ................................ El Paso, Texas 
1 East Tennessee School of Preaching 

··········································••o•• Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures ••••••• Camden, kkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Memphis, Tennessee 
April 

1 Northeast Oklahoma Lectures ••• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ..................... Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee. Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

••••• o •••• •o•• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sugar Creek~ Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ......................... Pottstown, Pennsylvat)ia 
4 Madisionville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures ......................... Marshall, Texas 

May 
1 Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

···················••o••······················ Cookeville~ Tennessee 
1 Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jerome, Idaho 
1 Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'Visalia, California 
1 Gulf Coast Lectures •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Portland~ Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee ••••• Red Oak, Texas 
2 Virginia Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Christiansburg, Vrrginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures •••••••••••••••• Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Taylor, Texas 

June 
1 Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

••...••••••••••....••••...•.•......••......••.......••.•.• Dayton, Ohio 
1 Bell view Lectures ........................ Pensacola, Florida 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures 

••••••...••.••••••••••...•••••••.••••.•....•••.•••••••• Houston~ Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••• Mt. juliet~ Tennessee 
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July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship •••••••••••••••••• Burnet~ Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ha-rrison~ kka~s 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures ••••••••••••••••• Bastrop, Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Beeville, Texas 
4 Seek Old Paths ......................... Corinth~ Mississippi 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

• •• • •• • . • • • •• ••• • • • • . . • . •• • • • • • • • • . •• . ••••• •• • • uxington, Kentucky 

August 
1 Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• St. Albans, West 'Virginia 
1 Northwest Tennessee Lectures ••••••••• Paris, Tennessee 
1 Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

00000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000 Sevierville, Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship ······••oo••••••• Southaven, Mississippi 
2 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sylvan LAke, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

......................................... •oo• .. Farmington, Missouri 

Septe•••• 
1 Robertson County Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Greenbriar, Tennessee 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••o•. ••••• •• • • Chattanooga~ Tennessee 
4 4-State Lectureship ......................... Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures •••••••••••••• Independence, Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship 

••.••..•••.•.•••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••..•..•••••• Steubenville, Ohio 

Octo••• 
1 Northern New England Lectureship 

·········••o••····························· Ttlton, New Hampshire 
2 Lubbock Lectureship ....................... Lubbock, Texas 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gatlinbur& Tennessee 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Vuginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •o••• •••••• Moundsville, West 'Virginia 

Novem••• 
1 Cold Harbor Rd. Lectureship 

••o••····························· ......... Mechanicsville, 'Virginia 
1 Eastside Lectureship ••••••••••••••• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton Lectures •••••••••••••••••••• Denton~ Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship •••••••• Tuscumbia~ Alabama 



Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@repubHc.net 

-England-

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. 

Craig- Downtown ·ch~;ch of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-florida-

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest 
Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Cambridge- South Cambridge Church of Christ, Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. W. Hickory St. (Y.a mi. W of Courthouse on 70 Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
Publishers of "Oracles of God• P.O. Box 1206, Arca.d!~ ~~ 34265 off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 

I k Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. -Aas a- Belleair Rd. Phone {813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, -Minnesota -
Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanks, serving •tt: ·wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4~~1; •• 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
1 

h I h 
Davidson, minister. Du ut - Du ut Church of Christ, 2344 

• • • • • Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Crystal River/Lecanto area- Lecanto Church of Wed. 7 p.m. (218) ?~~-!~4, 722-1871. 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
s nday 10 11 am 6 w d 7 (904) 20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 

u ' • ., p.m., e • p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. {218) 741-5205. 
637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 

Gainesville- 39th. A~; Church of Christ, 1811 -Mississippi -
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 

- Alabama - 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 

~~r:!e mil~==: 0~~~ ;~.~~:.~~6~61~:~ ;:~~0::~:
34~e ~~~;:~:·urch of Christ, 

950 
~J~O Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S _ Missouri _ 
778-8955 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Craig Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-
9613; Bill Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. . . . . . 
Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210.F.WJ.~ on Altadena Dr. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. . . . . . 
Visalia - West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah 
Hackworth, preacher. Ho.me of Greater Visalia 
Firm Foutulatio11 Lectureship 

minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 
682-3600. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 800-320-nilo •• 

Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington-SunnyVi;~ Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, Missoula - Missoula Church of ChriSt, 1528 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (JOS) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, · · A S 0 30 6 W d 7 30 S. Haggms ve. un. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
1 : a.m., p.m., •• e.· •• : p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 
Orlando- South Orlando Church of Christ, _Nebraska_ 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872); •••• 
Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, To~y. ~!l~iams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 4SS-7S9S. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles ~e.s~ ~f.Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 P·"!· .~e?~ Stilwell, minister • 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475 • 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). . . . . . 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Adanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundati:'~ ~~reship. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near ~Pf!~~ (513) 252-9444 • 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th. ~ mi W of Andenon Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. HonN of Oklahoma 
City Sebool of Biblical Studia. (405) 732-1050 or 
739-0705. 
Muakoscc - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Pirm Poun· 
tllmtm Lcctutahip. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Cbauanoosa - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Pirm Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 
Crouviiie - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill, !l'!~i~tc;r. 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knisht Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 
Mt. Juliet - The Viliag~· Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robertson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 nonh of Greenbrier, TN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65- 25 miles nonh of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589_. .'~~-.1021, 643-9404. 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
am., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South· 
west Lectureship. Publisher of The ChristUJn 
Worin, "The Word of Life,- KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 
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Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intcmet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal ..... 
Burnet- Burnet Church of Christ, Hwy. 281 S, 
mail Rt. 2 Box 11F, 78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell 
Debo, min.HomeofCentralTcxas Lectureship ..... 
Denton - Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 
Pearl St., 76201. (817) 387-3531. Sun 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. . . . . . 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7!3.0. ~'!m :lright, evangelist. 

Hurst - Nonheast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. ..... 
Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy 
J. Hicks, Gordon Br~~e!,.l!reachen. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. ..... 
Roanoke-ChurchofChrist,Rusk&Walnut.Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenbcrs - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in English and Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of C~ 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio- North;~ ·aab Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (2}~>. ~~4-2499. 
Schertz- Church of Christ, SOt Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher • 

-Virginia
Christiansburs Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburs - E.;~id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office) 

Hampton- Hampto~ ·ch~ch of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. ..... 
Max Meadows -Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mileS. 1-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 5 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466. 

Sheridan - Nonhside • Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc:- Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th St., 
54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, minister. 
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We welcome your advertising. although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to ac
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mote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent. though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, 
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Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, 
Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, iprophet@republic.net. All ads must be 
received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by 
the fint of the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Minister wanted for small congregation about 
30, in Interlachen, FL 3-br house (next to' church 
building) and utilities proved, plus small salary. 
Call Thomas Topping, (904) 684-2824. 

Preacher wanted: Growing congregation of 85 
looking for a sound gospel preacher. Prefer a 
family man with at least 5 years experience, age 
30-50. Salary negotiable. House provided. Send 
r~sum~ and cassette tape to Church of Christ, 
105 N. 6th East, Hubbard, TX 76648. Contact 
C.G. Scruggs (254) 576-2194 or Jack Wright (254) 
826-3683. 
University Church of Christ, 11114 Spur 248, 
Tyler, TX 75707, (903) 566-0853, seeks youth 
minister. We arc a congregation of over 300 
members who care deeply about our young 
people. W c are looking for a very dedicated, 
Bible-centered, and energetic man to work with 
our youth and education department. Please send 
r&um~ to the above address; attention Elden. 

Wanted: Full-time evangelist to serve a bilingual 
congregation of 190 members. Ten years 
preaching experience and Spanish language skills 
desirable but not necessary. Building on 14 acres 
with a daycarc center and a K-8 Christian school. 
Modern home and utilities provided. Not part 
of salary. Salary open. Located in California's 
San Joaquin Valley, 1 ~ hours south of 
Sacramento. Send r~um~ to Church of Christ, 
1519 Tully Rd., Hughson, CA 95326. Attn. 
Elden. Call 0. Dean House (209) 883-0194 

Sound gospel preacher wanted. Congregation of 
80 members. No elders at this time. House and 
salary. Contact John R. Corlew, 911 So. 19th 
St. Terr., Blue Springs, MO 64015. (816) 229-
0857 
We are looking for a semi-retired preacher or one 
with partial support. We can supply housing and 
some support. The right person needs to be capable 
of encouraging, strengthening the body as well as 
spreading the gospel. He must be well grounded 
in God's Word. Send r~sum~ with audio or video 
to D. Tripet, Toms River Church of Christ, 250 
Genoa Ave., Toms River, NJ 08753, or call D. 
Tripet (732) 244-5171 
Congregation of 180 members is seeking a 
biblically sound conservative evangelist committed 
to personal work and growth, able to relate to 
all age groups. Salary will be based on experience 
and education. Send r~sum~ and audio-video 
taped sermons to Elders, Washington St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 177, St. Albans, WV 25177. 
Call (304) 727-8175 anytime. Evenings (304) 
155-4564 or (304) 768-4658. 
Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of 
Christ, 11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or 
phone (303) 841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

Minister wanted: Country congregation of 35 
members, seeking a sound, experienced minister. 
Home, utilities and partial support provided. 
Contact Johnny Jordan (601) 267-9554 or Larry 
Newsom (601) 289-3945, Nile Church of Christ, 
RT 7, Box 182-AB, Cat:thagc, Mississippi 39051. 

Associate Minister wanted (position available for 
Jan. 1, 1998) in St. Louis area. Experience in 
camp~gns and missions is desirable. 20-30 age, 
marncd man preferred. Salary negotiable. 
Responsible to elders but supervised by preacher. 
Send r~sum~ and video tape to Collinsville 
Church of Christ, 1400 Troy Rd., Collinsville, 
IL 62234. (618) 667-6708. 
The Church of Christ in Boulder City, Nevada is 
looking for a full-time pulpit minister. Boulder 
City is located approximately 23 miles SE of Las 
Vegas. We arc looking for a person, sound in 
the Word, who can work with us to continue to 
build the church in this locality. Information about 
salary and housing can be obtained by contacting 
us. Interested parties please send r~sum~ and 
tape to Church of Christ, 845 Cottonwood St., 
Boulder City, NV 89005, or call and leave a 
message at (702) 293-4019. 
A self supporting, eonservative congregation of 
approximately 80 members located in the 
beautiful Piedmont area of North Carolina seeks 
a biblically sound evangelist committed to 
personal work and growth. Must be able to relate 
to all age groups. Three-bedroom home and 
utilities provided. Salary will be based upon 
experience and education. Send ~u~ and video 
tape of recent Sunday morning sermon and 
introduction of family members to: Elders, 
Eastchester church of Christ, c/o jim Thompson, 
1124 Tabor Street, High Point NC 27262. 910-
885-6504 
Full-time minister wanted for small congregation 
of about 60. Salary, house, and utilities provided. 
Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 269, 
Elba AL 36323 
Currently looking for sound gospel preacher. 
Send r~sum~ to Elders, Carriage Oaks Church of 
Christ, 5661 Shed Rd., Bossier City, LA 71111. 

Preachers Available 
I am seeking work with a congregation in 
southeastern US. Have experience in mission 
work, personal work, home Bible studies, pulpit 
and radio work. bible-centered preaching. For 
more information call Bill Beck, (334) 897-2057 
or write 1020 Elm Ave., Elba, AL 36323 

For Sale 
POWER Lectureship Books: Dang~rous 'Isms 
(1997), Th~ Two Covenants (1996), The Major 
Prophets (1995), The Prollitknce of God (1989) 
$15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) $12.00. 
Order from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-

The Southside Church of Christ in Lubbock, 
Texas, is making Gordon Brewer, one of its 
ministers, available to congregations for 
meetings. interim preaching, or conducting 
the following workshops: 
!.Journeying with Those Who Grieve 
2. Growing a Local Congregation 
3.Making Worship Meaningful 

4. Holding Successful Home Bible Studies 
5. Understanding Angels 
6. The Godhead: Roles and Functions 
7. Before the I Do: Roles of Husband 

and Wife 

Brother Brewer brings over 40 years experience 
-as preacher, missionary, and elder- to 
his task. We, the elders at Southside, believe 
be bas the wisdom to help with problems 
that develop in local congregations. 

The only cost to your congr~gllllon Is 
brother Brew~r·s UJUMel. 

Please call 
Gordon Brewer, (806) 745-4496 

The elders at Southside: 
Malcolm Young (806) 795-2640 

Dale Stone (806) 842-3422. 
Pcnonal references: 

Tommy Blcks (806) 798-1019 
B. A.. (Buster) Dobbs (281) 469-3102 

"Seek and Ye Shall Find" 
The best opportunity I've found in 50 years 

to cam money and enjoy my wort. 
Perhaps you can also. Let's talk about it. 

Call free 1-800-708-6237. 

2690. Add $2.00 shipping & handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orden sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: What6116r 
Happ~ned to Heaven and H~/11 (1994) - $11.50 
A Handbook on Bib/~ Translation (1995) -
$21.15. Balanced Christianity: Maintaining 
Biblical Balance (1997) S 17.50. Postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach 
Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 696-
5532. 
Just published! Our Restoration Heritage, Vol. 
2, Reproducible Bible Class Book for Junior High 
through Adult: $10. Louis Rushmore, Toll Free 
(888) 725-7883 or E-mail: Rushmore@weir.net 
or 4325 SE DR, Steubenville, OH 43953-3353. 

"Back to the Bible• Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8 lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-551-8571 for 
details. 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfindcrs, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We 
also buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic: catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will b~ glad you did. 

Student? Moving co Atlancal Welcome co 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299· 
1475. 
Free pews. 6, 10' and 6, 12'. Padded, good to 
excellent. (540) 694-3697 aher 7 p.m. 
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I Thought 
By Lindell Mitchell 

The pagan general, Naaman, sought a cure of 
leprosy from God's prophet. When the 
prophet did not meet his expectations, he an

grily said, "Behold, I thought that he would surely 
come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of 
the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place 
and cure the leper" (2 Kings 5:11). Naaman's notion 
about what God should do was firmly fixed. Let the 
utter arrogance of his attitude sink in, then try to 
fathom the gall of a man taking offense at God's di
rective and stomping off in a huff. 

We see people do the same thing all the time. They 
decide how God should act, what he should say, and 
what he should do. If their expectations are not met, 
God's will is brazenly rejected. Religion is modified to 
suit human fancy and presented to the Lord with a 
"take-it-or-leave-it" attitude. Shades of Cain. 

"I thought" is all-powerful. Menken said, "This 'I 
thought' is the most mighty of all mighty things upon 
earth, and even if it is not the most ruinous of all ru
inous things, it is yet certainly the most unfortunate 
of all unfortunate ones." 

We must focus on what God says, not what "I 
think." What God says counts; what "you think" does 
not. 

We are in God's image (Gen. 1:26-27), but he is 
still very much "other." God is fundamentally differ
ent from us. God said, "For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, for as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts" (Isa. 55:8-9). 

Attempting to modify God's church is silly. 
Change agents think their endorsement of a particu
lar change proves God favors it. After all, they are 
innovative and hip, surely the Lord is, too. 

Osburn says in his little book, The Peaceable King
dom, "We must develop a biblical theology of worship 
and learn to worship very well." This truculent book 
is grossly misnamed. It produces nothing peaceable. 

Who does Osburn "think" we need to learn how 
to worship from? The sources cited in his book indi
cate it is ivory-towered infidels and liberal denomi
national clergymen. 

Dr. Osburn is Arkansas' Big Bubba of change
agents. He, Mike Cope, Rubel Shelly, Max Lucado, 
and many lesser-lights, demand dramatic change. 
Worship is a prime target for radical modification. 
We are told that our enlightened peers will not toler
ate "thread bare speeches" on "irrelevant themes." 
Big Bubba says so. Change now or else. 

When Osburn says he wants us to develop a "bib
lical theology of worship," he is saying there is not 
one. We praise, pray, and preach according to biblical 
directives. We reprove, rebuke, and exhort accord
ing to the Bible. The Bible dictates our acts of wor
ship. The Bible dictates their form. The Bible dic
tates the day we worship. The Bible dictates even our 
attitude in worship. What does Osburn wants us to 
learn about worship we do not already know? 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Time and Fate 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

l friend asked about what the Holy Spirit 
does in the life of the child of God, and 
how he does it. He wrote: "Temptations, 

good and bad, arrive in my mind." He reasons 
that bad temptations come from Satan and 
some kind of "direct operation had to take 
place for the evil suggestion (temptation) to ar
rive in my mind." He also concluded "if good 
suggestions (temptations) arrive in my mind, 
then there would have to be a direct contact from God." 

This idea of a direct, unaccountable, incomprehensible influ
ence for right and wrong abounds in society. Many think they have 
to make themselves sensitive to the leading of the Spirit to know 
what God would have them do. They suppose there is a master 
plan for their life and the Holy Spirit gently hints at the direction 
they should go. They labor under the delusion that by sandpaper
ing their finger-ends they can detect the hints and nudges of the 
Spirit and discover God's plan for them in marriage, profession, 
education, recreation, and even worship. So, they go through life 
with antennas extended trying to pick up extrasensory perceptions 
like electromagnetic waves. God does not tell them plainly what 
they are to do so they have to guess and suppose. If it turns out 
well, then they properly detected the urgings of the Spirit, but if it 
is bad, it is the devil. They never know until success or disaster 
reveals what kind of fruit they have been eating. If it is peaches, 
then good; if it is oleander leaves, then death. The barely percep
tible, slight indication of the right fork to take is tricky and often 
misread. People laboring under this misapprehension go through 
life wringing their hands, in great mental stress, and straining des
perately to peer into the future . 

One searches the Holy Bible in vain attempting to find where 
any inspired writer ever gave such advice. It cannot be found in 
either Testament. No suffering son or daughter of Adam was ever 
left to such devices or told to pursue such a nebulous course. God 
does not deal in hazy, misty, vague directions, but in unmistakable 
and clear counsel. God never responded to any who asked, Lord 
what will you have me to do? by saying, "Make a guess." Deity 
does not deal in table thumping, strange unintelligible sounds, and 
speculation. 

God told Adam and Eve in plain language what to do and what 
not to do. They were not left to surmise the right course. "And Je
hovah God took the man, and put him into the Garden of Eden to 



dress it and to keep it. And Jehovah God commanded the man, 
saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of 

In. lhls Issue 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: Lindell Mitchell 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Plain, f. Thought~--~~ ................................... 1 

clear, understandable instructions. No conjecture was needed. 
God spoke and man understood. . H~ A. (B.mer)· Dobbs 

God gave Noah explicit instructions. He told Abram what to Editorial . 1 

do. When the patriarch followed his own inclinations, he got into Time and Fote ................................ 2 
trouble- every time! The law given at Sinai was express and ten 
of the commandments written in stone. When God led by a cloud 
with a fiery-heart, it was impossible to misinterpret where God J. B. .Choate 
wanted the people to go. From Balaam to Malachi, God gave crys- H&~fihes $qys Church 
tal clear directions. · Is ·a ·Denomination .... ~ ................. ~ •• 8 

In the New Testament the same procedure is followed. People 
were told in understandable words precisely what to do and exactly .. B. Claude Gardner · · 
what to avoid. There is no mistaking undisguised, verbal instruction , . Close the Doors ........................... ; l J 
- and that is the kind of communication God gives to man. 

The Holy Spirit told Paul to put the proposition in this lan
guage: "Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in 
righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work" (21im 3:16-17). 

Though you have read these verses a thousand times, I pray 

Wayne Jackson 
God Knew Her Name, 
But Apparently 
Not· Her Needl ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 13 

you to once more reconsider them word by word and line by line. BenjaminFrattklin 
"Every scripture" means all writing. Take note that God puts · Contending Earnestly . 

his message to man in writing. We have it in black and white. It is · for. tJ,e Faith •• ; ............................... J 4 
better to get anything in writing, because that is not left to human 
vagrancies. I want the title to my car, to my house, to my marriage, 
and to my heavenly home in writing. It is more difficult to misun- ]essH.all]r. . 
derstand writing than vocal instruction. If a thing is in writing, I Where Should Illustrations 
can study it, read it, reread it, and cogitate on it. If it resides in my Be Used. in the Sermon? .••············ 16 
recollection only, then it is apt to undergo alteration; if it is in the 
report of another, then it may be affected by human eccentricity. Frank Chesser 
The written word is precise, subject to examination and less likely doin vs~·~;4tife···~~.~~ ...................... ~ ••• 1 7 
to change than recollection of mortals, or the undependable im-
pressions of the heart. In other words, emotionalism is not a safe 
guide; a roadmap is trustworthy. Princess Diana learned that a car Toreador-Shelly Debate on. Unity ••••• J 8 
driven by a drunk is not safe. To follow unbridled human emotions 
instead of concise verbal instructions is stupid. 

"Inspired of God" qualifies and modifies "every scripture." Not Irene C; ·Taylor· 
all writing is from God. Much of it is the rambling of human intel- Thoughts for Christian Women 
lect. In the Bible we have a record of what God revealed. You do I Have ,Been Young ...................... 20 

not need to be reminded that "inspired of God" means "God-
breathed." So, the aposde is not talking about all writing, but about 
all writing that God authorizes. This would include the writing al- Pf>tpo_urri .................. ,..~····· .. ••••••••••••• .. •• 2 1 

ready done when the Holy Spirit through Paul made this statement, 
and that which was to be done until the faith was once for all deliv- Joseph. D. Meador 
ered. Jesus told his special men that he would give to them a speak- · · Q and A.~ ............ ~ ............ ~ ............ 25 
ing, teaching Comforter to guide them into the totality of religious 
truth. His exact words are: "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak J99f.index .. ~~ ..................................... 21 
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from himself; but what things soever he shall hear, 
these shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you the 
things that are to come" ijohn 16:13). Not his own 
mind, but the mind of God. He shall speak, giving the 
message in words, or verbal revelation. 

"Is profitable," advantageous, helpful, or service
able. The tremendous worth of a God-breathed mes
sage cannot be overestimated. It is like the pearl of 
great price, and the wise will sell all to have. it. You 
cannot spend too much energy, time, effort, and 
wealth in the pursuit of this invaluable treasure. The 
priceless jewel is the written Word of God. 

"For doctrine" or teaching. Ah! that is where we 
get instruction. Information comes to us from the 
revealed Word of a living God. It does not come from 
supposition, extra-sensory perception, thoughts 
popping up in the head, but from the revealed Word 
of the Supreme Architect of the entire universe. 

"Reproof," that is "conviction of a sinner, punish
ment, refutation of error." God condemns and en
courages. Some think all revelation is affirmation 
and never denial. Inspired scripture identifies wrong 
things. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt 
not steal. Thou shalt not bear false witness. There is 
a negative pole to divine revelation. The power of 
positive preaching does not negate the value of nega
tive teaching. 

"Correction" means "straightening up again." It 
means reformation. This word may cast an eye back 
over human history and remind us that mortals have 
ever had an inclination to abandon religious faith. It 
is a solemn warning. Adam did not remain in the gar
den. A universal flood purged abounding iniquity. 
The Hebrews often were recalled to righteousness. 
The church purchased by the very blood of God's 
anointed One departed from the faith and the man of 
sin took control. History shouts the· need for im
provement and regeneration. There is an unending 
danger of drifting from safe harbor. 
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"Instruction in righteousness" is the whole train
ing and education of children, which relates to the 
cultivation of mind and morals, and employs com
mands and admonitions. It also includes instruction 
aiming at increasing virtue. Righteousness is doing 
right according to divine revelation (See Psa. 
119: 172). In a broad sense, it is the state of him who 
is as he ought to be, the doctrine concerning the way 
in which man may attain a state approved of God. 

"That the man of God may be complete" (fitted, 
perfect, lacking in nothing) "furnished completely 
unto every good work." If the man of God is com
plete and furnished perfectly to every good work, 
what more is needed? 

The Bible is enough. It is sufficient. It is all suffi
cient. It is alone sufficient. It is absolutely adequate to 
make us full grown in righteousness before God. 
There is neither need nor possibility of supra-literary 
support, strength, and wisdom. We have what we 
need, and all that we need, in the teaching of God's 
Holy Word. 

God has given to us a revelation, and by that 
word edifies, directs, instructs, admonishes, cor
rects, and disciplines his child. God does not teach us 
and move us into right paths by some inexplicable 
means, but by intelligible teaching. The idea that 
good or evil pops randomly and unbidden into the 
mind is absolutely foreign to the sacred scriptures, 
and furthermore is contrary to the nature of God, 
who does not leave us in the dark but gives us light by 
which to walk (see 1 John 1:7). 

Paul told Timothy, "Give diligence to present thy
self approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth" (2 
Tim 2: 15). The word translated "give diligence," 
which is rendered "study" in the King James Version, 
means: "1) to hasten, to make haste, 2) to exert one
self, to endeavor" (Thayer). It carries the idea of ear
nest labor, or urgency and hard work. Studying is not 
an easy thing to do. The aposde expected his protege 
to pour over the sacred writings and learn from them. 

He also told this evangelist, "Till I come, give heed 
to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. Neglect not 
the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by proph
ecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 
Be diligent in these things; give thyself wholly to them; 
that thy progress may be manifest unto all. Take heed 
to thyself, and to thy teaching. Continue in these 
things; for in doing this thou shalt save both thyself 
and them that hear thee" (1 Tun. 4:13-16). Tunothy 
was appointed to his evangelistic work by elders' 



hands. He had a solemn duty to perform admirably in 
his preaching work. Paul required Timothy to give 
himself "wholly" to reading, exhortation, preaching. 
He was to do nothing else, if he gave himself "wholly" 
to study and teaching. The apostle clearly thought it 
was vital to make a dedicated and supreme effort to 
learn the wisdom of God as revealed in the inspired 
writings. Learning is, for the most part, an effort of 
slow diligence and steady perseverance, to which the 
mind is dragged by necessity or resolution. "Much 
study is a weariness of the flesh." 

Noble thoughts and good instruction do not fly 
through the air and lodge mysteriously in the mind. 
In every case, where the details are recorded people 
in the first century were told what to do by ~ords or 
by the signs and symbols of ideas and never by an 
unconscious process of assimilation. They were al
ways fully aware that they were being given explicit 
directions that could be obeyed or disobeyed. They 
were told what to do but not overwhelmed and had 
the option of submitting or rebelling. 

Evil thoughts, in like manner, do not show up in 
the mind without rhyme or reason. We have control 
over our thoughts. We can decide what we will allow 
in and what we will expel. When a revolting notion 
comes into the mind, it arises from within us and is the 
product of past experience, impure desire, or what we 
have permitted to enter through the windows of the 
eyes or the portals of the ears. We would not be ad
monished to "keep thy heart with all diligence; For out 
of it are the issues of life," if we had no control. 

Demons are not poking things into our subcon
scious self without any participation on our part. If an 
empty, swept, and garnished mind is what an unclean 
spirit finds, he will take seven spirits more evil than 
himself and they will take up their abode, and our last 
state is worse than the first (See Matt. 12:43-45). 
Jesus is saying that when we decide to do better and 
throw out bad thoughts and purposes we had better 
occupy our mental space with something good and 
wholesome, or we will revert to a worse condition 

' and be like a dog licking up his own vomit. The point 
is that we have responsibility and therefore power to 
take up the reins of our mind and prevent the passage 
of unauthorized impulses. Otherwise how could we 
be told not to look on a woman to lust after her. "For 
from within, out of the heart of men, evil thoughts 
proceed, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 
covetings, wickednesses, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
evil eye, railing, pride, foolishness: all these evil things 
proceed from within, and defile the man" (Mark 7:21-

23). "For as he thinketh within himself, so is he." 
Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, and he himself tempteth no man: but 
each man is tempted, when he is drawn away 
by his own lust, and enticed. Then the lust 
when it hath conceived, beareth sin: and th; 
sin, when it is fullgrown, bringeth forth death 
Games 1:13-15). 

The Flip Wilson attitude of: "The devil made me 
do it. He pulled a gun on me," will not work because 
it is not true. Each one of us must say, I did it and had 
control over it. No power outside of yourself can 
produce in you either sin or righteousness. If this 
were not true, we could not be held accountable and 
judged both now and in the final day. 

We are players and not victims. Unbelievers and 
liberals take the Omar Khayyam position that an un
seen hand moves us like pawns across a checker
board of nights and days "and one by one back in the 
closet lays." Believers will faithfully follow God 
breathed scripture, realizing that each is the "master 
of his fate, and the captain of his soul." You have the 
power to rule out wickedness and opt for clean living 
by deliberately doing the will of the heavenly Father. 

In the elder days of Art, 
Builders wrought with greatest care 
Each minute and unseen part; 
For the gods see everywhere. 
Let us do our work as well, 
Both the unseen and the seen; 
Make the house where gods may dwell 
Beautiful, entire, and clean. (Longfellow) 

"The stars of heaven are free because in ampli
tude of liberty their joy is to obey the laws." 
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I Thought 
(continued from page 1) 

Are we to believe that no one in the Lord's 
church knew how to worship prior to Carroll D. 
Osburn's arrival? If he did not learn a biblical theol
ogy of worship in his Arkansas boyhood congrega
tion, where his father was an elder, where did he 
learn it? Was it at the feet of liberal denominational 
professors at Vanderbilt University and St. Andrews 
University where he obtained two terminal degrees? 

Osburn and his colleagues "think" we must 
change. Some men among them regularly preach 
in denominational churches, commending false doc
trine. They promote the intra-denominational, neo
pentecostal, heavily premillennial Promise Keeper's 
Movement. Busloads of biblically illiterate, emotion
ally unstable, incredibly gullible men flock to the Wil
low Creek Community Church to learn how to wor
ship. These modern denominational magicians know 
how to put on a slick show. They teach exciting things, 
but a biblical theology of worship is not one of them. 
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To develop a biblical theology of worship, Os
burn and friends must abandon their flawed ap
proach to biblical studies. What they call 
"controlled-exegesis" is imposing evolutionary con
structs, which are humanistic, onto the Scriptures. 
To develop a genuine biblical theology requires actu
ally going to the Bible for instruction. It means call
ing Bible things by Bible names, and doing Bible 
things in Bible ways. It means speaking only where 
the Bible speaks and remaining silent where it is si
lent. When conflict arises between what they "think" 
and what God says, it means accepting what God 
says. It requires learning to like what God likes. 

The Lord's Word will judge us in the last day 
Qohn 12:48). Those who love him will keep his com
mandments U ohn 14: 15). This only leads to heaven. 
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NEEDED BUILDING PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 
BY ELDERS OF SOUTHWEST 

Dear friend of Southwest, 

For some seventeen years now, multitudes of brethren have looked forward to the Southwest Bible Lectures the second 
week of April each year. For the past twenty years, the Southwest School of Bible Studies has prepared men to preach the 
powerful Gospel of Christ to untold millions! Many of you who receive this letter have been among those who have profited 
greatly by these efforts. You have many times assured us that if your help was ever needed, you would be ready to assist 
us. We appreciate the many supporters who have faithfully helped in so many ways over the years with these good works. 

The time has now come when we do need your help. These are exciting times! For the benefit of all of our works, we 
have finally had plans approved by the city of Austin to build a multipurpose building. This building has been needed for 
many years for the lectureships, the school, and our many other works. It has been carefully planned. We believe all will 
receive great benefit from this new building! The Southwest congregation has always been heavily involved finanically, 
and presently provides salaries for full-time teachers, facilities, and all other expenses related to the Southwest School of 
Bible Studies. Students provide their living expenses only. 

The cost of the addition (60' x 100') will be close to $600,(XX). Through the loving will of brother Guy N. Woods and 
the generosity of others and the brethren at Southwest, we now have $110,000 with which to begin. 

Would you help us? You may want to give personally; you may want to encourage the congregation where you 
presently attend to generously give also. There may be those with whom you are acquainted who wantto see the good works 
at Southwest continue and would want to give. Please let us hear from you, especially if our personal visit would be helpful. 

We are going to work hard to have the additional money needed before the completion of the building! We want all 
to enjoy this new facility by the 1998 Southwest Bible Lectureship in April! 

So many faithful Christians have sacrificed in the past to give us the facilities we presently enjoy ... now it is our time 
to help the future generations. Together we can accomplish this good work! 

Thank you for considering this building progran1. If you do not feel that you can help financially, please remember 
our efforts for growth in your prayers. We look forward to seeing you for the lectureship in April. We wam11y welcome 
you to visit the Southwest School of Bible Studies, and attend our worship services at your every opportunity! 

We would appreciate your response at your earliest convenience. All gifts to this huge endeavor are tax deductible. 
No gift is considered too small! Please make checks payable to: Southwest church of Christ, earmarked ''Building Fund." 

For the furtherance of His Cause, 
Gary Colley, for the elders 
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Hughes Says Church Is a Denomination 
By J. E. Choate 

A some time, known only to God, the tradi
tional churche~ of _Chris~, and t~e Church of 
Christ denomtnatton will be listed as two 

separate religious bodies in the United States Reli
gious Census, as was the case in 1906. 

A sign of this imminent probability was the 
Forrest R Reed Lectureship held on September 
26-27, 1997. Lipscomb University hosted the Reed 
Lectures this year as a part of a series of special cel
ebrations related to the inauguration of Stephen F. 
Flatt as president of the school. 

To create a figure of speech the bones of David 
Lipscomb were rattling in his coffin out in Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery on the evening of September 26 and 2 7 
when Steve Flatt extended the right hand of fellow
ship to the liberal Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). This took place on the very land walked by 
the feet of David Lipscomb, who, for more than fifty 
years, opposed digression. 

The subject of the Reed Lectures is titled 
"Founding Vocation and Future Vision: The Self
Understanding of the Churches of Christ." 

Richard Hughes made it clear that he regards the 
churches of Christ, Christian Church, and the Dis
ciples to be three denominations who share common 
roots in the Stone-Campbell Restoration tradition. 
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the speech delivered before the national Democratic 
Convention by Frank Clement, Tennessee governor, 
that the young governor last evening "slew the Re
publican Party with the jaw bone of an ass." 

Traditional churches of Christ are alive and well. 
Dr. Hughes reflects only contempt for the belief that 
churches of Christ follow the worship and practices of 
the church bought by the blood of Jesus Christ. Dr. 
Hughes and the Lipscomb participants expressed 
neither interest nor concern, much less respect, for 
the traditions of the school David Lipscomb founded. 

I consider the Reed Lectures meeting on the Lip
scomb campus to be a calculated insult to all that 
David Lipscomb believed and practiced for a lifetime. 
This was symbolized by the presence of Stephen F. 
Flatt who was the central focus of the event. 

This is the brother who will be presented as the 
embodiment of the traditions of the Nashville Bible 
SchooV David Lipscomb College/Lipscomb Univer
sity. 

Steve says he is Harold Hazelip's greatest ad
mirer. Does he endorse the statement that Lipscomb 
has never been in a better condition than in the Ha
zelip administration? 

We will use the printed page as an effective 
means to reach Steve through the independent and 
thoughtful readers who will give free and impartial 
judgment to what we write. Steve should not expect 
to be excused because of his personal charm, sincer
ity, and ignorance of indisputable facts. 

The Proceedings of the Reed Ledures 
Forrest F. Reed, a prominent Nashville publisher, es
tablished the Reed Lectures in 1964 by a permanent 
trust. The Lectureship provides a series designed to 
maintain and further interest in the religious heri
tage, backgrounds, origins, and general history of the 
Churches of Christ, the Christian Church, and the 
Disciples of Christ. 

However, the Reed Lectures will not merit the 
dignity of its purpose until scholars who truly repre
sent the traditional churches of Christ are invited to 
replace such bogus representatives of the churches 
of Christ as Hughes and Foster. 



Friday evening session 
Dr. Richard C. Goode, assistant professor of history 
at Lipscomb, said it was suggested [by whom, per
haps Dr. Hazelip?] that since Hughes is a member of 
the "churches of Christ" that the Reed Lectures be 
hosted this year by Lipscomb. [Dr. Hughes is not a 
member of the churches of Christ, by his own self
admission. He is a member of the sectarian/denomi
national Church of Christ.] The liberals know how 
to use the mechanics of grammar to identify literary 
intention. 

Dr. Flatt extended the customary words of wel
come to the DCHS representatives. Dr. Peter Mor
gan, president of the DCHS, conferred on Steve 
Flatt Life Membership in the Disciples of Christ 
Historical Society. Some unidentified patron sup
plied the fee. 

This writer is a Sustaining Member of the DCHS. 
B.C. Goodpasture expressed the highest interest in 
the DCHS when the society built the magnificent li
brary in Nashville. Goodpasture and Claude Spencer, 
the curator of the DCHS library, became the best of 
friends. The library houses the greatest collection of 
Restoration material in the world. 

Would that Steve Flatt possess a thimble full of 
knowledge of this mountain of information that he 
could make better judgment calls. 

Anthony L. Dunnavant, professor of church his
tory in Lexington Theological Seminary that was 
known from 1865 until recent years as the College of 
the Bible, introduced the speaker. The liberal ele
ment in the College of Bible seized control of the 
College of the Bible in 1917, and is today one of the 
most postmodern liberal seminaries in the world. Dr. 
Hughes' two addresses as a unit will be addressed in 
another place. 

Douglas A. Foster, associate professor of church 
history, and director of the Center for Restoration 
Studies in Abilene Christian University, presented the 
Response to the Hughes' Lecture. Dr. Foster's loyal
ties are clearly with the Disciples of Christ. He is a 
DCHS editorial consultant. Dr. Hughes is a member 
of the DCHS editorial committee. 

Alas! Dr. Foster broke all ties with the traditional 
churches with his aborted effort to shoot down the 
influence of David Lipscomb in his 1992 Wineskins 
article for which he made no public confession. The 
import of the Wineskins article shows the low esteem 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 

with which Hughes and Foster have for the worth 
and influence of David Lipscomb, holding at bay 
the organized assaults of the Digressive Movement 
against churches of Christ for 62 years of his life. 

Hughes and Foster have attained a measure of 
notoriety in two published books in which they 
labored to prove the thesis that the postmodern 
church of Christ is a denomination whose roots are 
traced to an exclusive Restoration sect in the early 
19th century. 

Saturday Evening Session 
Gary N. Holloway, associate professor of Bible, and 
director of graduate Bible at Lipscomb, extended the 
welcome for the second session. He was appointed 
to this position after Michael Moss left the position 
to chair the Lipscomb Bible department vacated by 
Mac Lynn. Dr. Moss replaced William Woodson. 

Dr. Woodson was brought to Lipscomb by 
Willard Collins to organize the graduate division of 
Bible. He served with distinction in the finest tradi
tions of the Nashville Bible SchooVDavid Lipscomb 
College (University). William Woodson retired from 
Lipscomb after a distinguished life of dedicated ser
vice. 

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

ENGRAVING 
HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 

4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 

Phone 895-8437 
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The opening prayer was led by Dr. Robert E. 
Hooper, author of two biographies of David Lip
scomb and Willard Collins (Restoration History and 
A Distinct People.) Hooper's skill as a church histo
rian is flawed because he blind-sides facts, whatever 
his reasons. He painted Foy E. Wallace as a racist, and 
described Marshall Keeble as an "Uncle Tom," which 
he was not. Dr. Hooper is an elder of the Woodmont 
Hills "Family of God," and a supporter of Jubilee. 

Terry Smith, minister of the Woodmont Hills 
Family of God, introduced Dr. Hughes. Why was not 
Rubel Shelly selected to do the honor? Dr. Shelly has 
the closest of fraternal ties with the Disciples, running 
from Nashville to Calgary? He has been made much 
at home on the Lipscomb campus by Harold Hazelip. 

(Brother Hazelip told me he did not read my ar
ticles. That is not surprising, but thousands do and 
believe what I am writing.) 

The assumption could be made in listening to Dr. 
Hughes that Restoration history begins and ends with 
Barton W. Stone and Alexander Campbell. One would 
never learn from Dr. Hughes that such Restoration 
giants as Robert Milligan, Moses E. Lard, John W. 
McGarvey, Isaac Errett, J.H. Garrison, N.B. Harde
man, and A.G. Freed ever lived. Were I awarding a 
letter grade to Dr. Hughes as a competent Restoration 
historian, he would not even come up on my list. 

Dr. Hughes told us over and over that God is God, 
and man is man. God is perfect, but man is not. The 
love and grace of God saves all. Members of churches 
of Christ are Christians, but not the only Christians. 

Give your Bible class curriculum Lambert's 

"Back to Basics" Test: 

The Five C's: 
Is your curiculum ... 
1. Christ-centered 
2. Comprehensive 
3. Chronological 
4. Closely-graded 
5. Challenging 

Lambert offers two complete curriculums: The Living Way 
(NT) and New Living Bible Lessons (OT). Both cover 
Nursery through Senior high. Order your free 8-page 
color brochure with a summary of each quarter's study. 
Call your Christian bookstore or 1-800-551-8511. 

Written and published by faithful members of the Lord's chun:h. 

VIsit our web site: http://www.church-of-chrlst.org/-lambert 

LAMBERT BOOK HOUSE, INC. 
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And Hughes repeatedly drove the point home 
that he regards churches of Christ as nothing more 
than another narrowly defined denomination. He 
stops just short of ridicule in his portrayal of the tra
ditional churches of Christ. 

Some Observations 
Harold Hazelip was present along with his alter ego, 
Mac Lynn, for the frrst session of the Reed Lectures. 
The arrangements for the Reed Lectures were set up 
near the end of his administration. The primary 
blame for the dismantling the traditions of the Nash
ville Bible School began during the watch of Harold 
Hazelip. 

Dr. Hazelip no doubt thinks his last move will 
drive supporters of the traditional churches of Christ 
into oblivion. He had similar thoughts during his 
"antism" days back in the 1950s. 

That Dr. Hazelip can no longer speak ex cathe
dra for Lipscomb is a great boon. 

Postscript 
Dr. Peter Morgan is not to be faulted for accepting the 
invitation of Lipscomb to host the Forrest F. Reed 
Lectures. He is rendering a great service to Restora
tion research scholars as president of the DCHS. 
David McWherter, the DCHS librarian, superbly 
supports him. His role is to promote the DCHS. I 
respect my friends, Dr. Morgan and Dave 
McWherter, for their intellectual honesty to the same 
degree that I detest the intellectual dishonesty and the 
shabby ethics of the "change agents." 

3714Yz Belmont Blvd. 
NashvilleJ 1N 37215 

Memphis School 
of Preachin1 

• Two-year program 

• Rfty-four courses A 
• 2,760 clock hours 
• No tuition 
• Qualified faculty 
• Umited scholarships 
• Strong Bible emphasis • · 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being accep 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 
Conducted by 

Knight Arnold Church of Christ 
4400 Knight Arnold Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

Phone (901) 362-5139 

li: 



Close the Doors 
By E. Claude Gardner 

I f Mike Cope and other proponents of open fel
lowship are correct, then churches of Christ 
should close their doors and cease to exist. Af

ter reading Mike Cope's ecumenical sermon 
preached on April21, 1996 at the Highland Church 
of Christ, Abilene, Texas where he is minister, I in
quired of him why he did not become a Baptist pas
tor. The question seemed legitimate, and Mike Cope 
favored me with a reply. 

To his letter I responded on Feb. 3,1997, but I did 
not get a rejoinder. In part I wrote: 

By reading your sermon it seems inherent 
that you think you and the congregation have 
now cycled to the top level. If not, what was 
the point of your series on the three stages? 
Did not the gnostics claim superior knowledge? 

Since you have attained or are striving to be 
at the apex of spiritual knowledge (which in
cludes open fellowship) then I think it is a fair 
question as to why you do not become a Baptist 
preacher. Your sermon indicates you have now 
repudiated the basic and distinctive teachings 
of the Bible cherished by churches of Christ, 
and your letter states you accept Baptists as 
"my brothers and sisters." You have forsaken 
what you call your "heritage." Surely you 
would be more comfortable with the Baptists 
and would become one of their most eloquent 
apologists. 

Your response "that's not my heritage" as to 
why you could not change does not seem rea
sonable. If being in the top tier enables you to 
see that open fellowship with the Baptists is ac
ceptable, why should it be a problem to 
change? Saul of Tarsus had a great heritage but 
when he was convinced of a better way, he 
changed. Now if you are in the highest cycle of 
truth could you not gain a new and better heri
tage as a Baptist preacher? 

You say you disagree with "general Baptist 
teaching (e.g. once saved always saved)." What 
other key Baptist doctrines can you not es
pouse? What about: voting and claiming a sav
ing experience; baptism is not essential to salva
tion; the prayer system of salvation for alien 
sinners; observance of the Lord's Supper other 
than on every first day of the week; a direct 
operation and influence of the Holy Spirit; the 
name Baptist; Baptist manuals; legislative con
ventions; instrumental music; missionary soci
ety and other doctrines and practices. Already 
your sermon says salvation is by faith only, a 

Baptist teaching. As a Baptist preacher you 
could teach the key doctrines and as your ser
mon said, "Let the walls come down." This is 
the hue and cry of the Promise Keepers. 

You call the Baptists "my brothers and sis
ters." It is my understanding (in my tier) that 
jesus taught that those who do the will of my 
Father are "my brother, sister and mother" 
(Matt. 12:50). The Baptists historically have re
jected God's plan of salvation of grace through 
obedient faith. 

If you really want the walls to come down, 
you can have universal fellowship with devout 
sincere Muslims, Jews, Catholics, all Protes: 
tants, Buddhists, Hindus, Zorastrians and the 
whole world. Why draw the line? 

If the doctrine of your April 21, 1996 ser
mon is the truth, then all churches of Christ 
should close their doors and merge with any of 
the denominations. Likewise all Christian uni
versities and gospel papers should cease to ex
ist. The Herald of Truth should stop. 

Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ •. 

Subscribe to 
The Caring and Sharing Newsletter 

for news about the health of other members. Sub
scribers help each other pay their medical bills. 
lfs very economicall Note: This Is not an Insur
ance company. 
As a subscriber, other newsletter subscribers will 
help you pay your medical bills, and you can do 
the same for them. Your gift is sent by you, not 
CSN, to relieve the subscriber who has had a 
medical emergency. 

For more Information 
and how to participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing Newsletter 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-BD0-288-2044 

The plan has been in effect and working smoothly 
for over five (5) years. Let us hear from you today I 

The CSN Is NOT an Insurance company. 
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If the elders of the Highland church believe 
and support your sermon and your doctrine, 
they should communicate this to all individuals 
and congregations who financially support the 
Herald of Truth ministry. 

I sent a copy of my letter to the elders of the 
Highland Church of Christ but I did not get a reply. 
On May 28,1997, I called the Herald of Truth office 
and I spoke to two persons and received the follow
ing information. The Herald of Truth is now ~nder 
the Herald of Truth Ministries. It operates w1th an 
Executive Director. It has an 11-man board made up 
of elders of the Highland Church of Christ. Ultimate 
control is under the elders of the Highland church 
which has 32 elders. It has only one radio program of 
2 minutes called ''A Caring Touch." A second radio 
program is planned for later in the year. It has a 3 0-
minute weekly television program called "Hope for 
Life's Journey" which appears on 3 cable networks. 
None of the old Herald of Truth programs is being 
used. There is a ministry for counseling, literature, 
annuities, and marriage and family seminars. It is 
likely that individuals and congregations do not 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

What You Will Find ..• 
A balanced program. 
A strong Biblical emphasis. 
A well qualified faculty (academically and In 

know that the gospel is not being broadcast as was 
true when the program began. There is a sizeable 
trust fund for annuities. Annually a 3 day marriage 
and family seminar is conducted with up to 800 in 
attendance. The cost is $200 per couple and the rest 
is provided by the Herald of Truth. In 1997 the pro
gram will be in San Antonio. One featured speaker is 
not a member of the church. He is John Trent who is 
one of the prominent leaders in Promise Keepers. He 
is President of Encouraging Words of Phoenix, Ari
zona. I was assured that Mike Cope's doctrine would 
not be involved in the Herald of Truth programs. I 
perceived it does not want to get involved in the 
Mike Cope problem. I understood that the elders 
have had dialogue with Mike Cope and he has not 
repeated his message of April 21. However, it is 
likely he still believes that some Baptists are his 
brothers and sisters. 

It would be blessing to hear again on the Herald 
of Truth men the likes of E.R. Harper, George Bailey, 
James D. Williford, and Batsell Barrett Baxter. 

372 Mill St. 
H enderson, 1N 38340 

preacl1ing experience). Jackie Su:ammn 
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A two year program with a minimum of 100 Dirttcor 

semester hours of college level work. 
No tuition is charged and some assistance is 
available to qualified students. 
One of the pioneer schools of preaching, 
training men to preach since 1969. 
Approved for V. A. benefits. 
Write or call today for information I application. 
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Maurice Davis Billy Davidson 

Reserve your copy of this year's lectureship book: 

"Meeting The Challenging Test Of Life" (1998) Save $2.<J? by reserving your. copy at 
prepublication prices of$ 13.00 plus $2.25 slh or pick up at Lectureship and save. 

Lectureship books from other years (some in short supply) 
"If The Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do?" (1997) $ 14.00 
"You Have Heard It Said ... But The Bible Says" ( 1996) $ 14.00 
"Good News That Troubles The World" (1995) $13.75 
"The Doctrine Of Christ" (1994) $13.75 

Credit Cords Are Accepted- Call 800-320-9780 
email: FSOP@gte.net web site: http://chdl.com/fsop/ 



God Knew Her Name, 
But Apparently Not Her Need! 

By Wayne Jackson 

S trange things are happening within the churches 
of Christ these days. More and more, folks 
are making bizarre claims - claims that 

scarcely would have been whispered a few decades 
ago. 

The title of this article sounds rather irreverent. 
It is not intended to be. It does not reflect the 
author's personal sentiment. Rather, it is an ad hom
inem quip, designed to highlight the absurdity char
acteristic of a recent testimony. 

Last fall a brief essay appeared on the internet. It 
was titled: "God Even Knows Our Names." The 
piece was authored by Edward Fudge, a former 
preacher who now serves as an elder for the Bering 
Drive church in Houston, considered to be one of 
the more "innovative" congregations in that area. 
These brethren, for example, have celebrated the 
Lord's supper on Saturday, used women in public 
leadership roles in the church assembly, and, brother 
Fudge himself has argued that baptism is not essen
tial to salvation (Image, Feb. 1988). 

The article under review begins with Fudge tell
ing about a plane trip he was making from Tucson, 
Arizona back to Houston on November 17, 1996. 
During the flight our brother was reading a new 
book written by Jack Deere, a former professor at 
the Dallas Theological Seminary. The book was 
titled: Surprised by the Voice of God. Therein Deere 
had argued that it is entirely possible that God might, 
at some opportune time, reveal to his children a sig
nificant word or phrase which would "add weight to 
their ministry." This key word or phrase would be 
very meaningful to the person being approached and 
thus perhaps open doors of opportunity for assisting 
the beneficiary of this divine revelation. 

Well, as it happened, Fudge was seated next to a 
dignified-looking lady whom he deemed to be a suc
cessful professional woman. As he silently sized her 
up, he breathed a prayer, asking God to give him "a 
word or phrase" which would be meaningful to this 
lady. Our brother says he wanted to encourage or 
help her in some way. He then writes: "Immediately 

the name 'Karen,' comes to my mind with consider
able force." 

With testimony almost equivalent to a court 
oath, Fudge (who is an attorney), vows that "Karen" 
wore no jewelry revealing her name, nor did she look 
like anyone held ever ·known whose name was 
"Karen." In spite of this seeming "revelation," he 
was hesitant to speak to her, wondering whether she 
might consider this an unusual come-on. 

The brother says he debated with himself, back 
and forth, for more than a half-hour. Fearful that he 
might be stifling a message that God had given him, 
he finally spoke. After some small talk, he blurted 
out: "Your name wouldn't happen to be Karen would 
it?" The lady, he vows, was startled, and replied: "As 
a matter of fact it is." 

Fudge then fills "Karen" in on why he has asked 
this question. He tells her that he has been preaching 
out in the desert for a little church, and that he is 
now on his way back to Houston, where he works as 
an attorney; he also informs her that he is a Bible 
teacher. Brother Ed tells Karen that he has been 
reading this book about "learning to hear God's 
voice." He informs the lady: "I asked God, that if he 
wanted me to encourage you, to tell me something 
about you, and the name 'Karen' came to mind. Do 
you need any encouragement in any area of your 
life?" (Emp. WJ). The woman replies: "Not that I 
can think of; actually, things are going very well for 
me right now." If this were not so deadly serious, it 
would be almost humorou·s. Two things must be 
noted. 

First, where is the information within the biblical 
record that suggests one would have to "learn" to 
hear the voice of God? When Saul was en route to 
Damascus, he did not have to "learn" how to hear 
the Lord's voice. Jesus just spoke to him, he heard 
the voice, and that was that. We must observe, with 
all due respect, that brother Fudge needs to "learn," 
all over again, where the voice of God is to be found. 
It will not be in his mind, in a jet plane 30,000 feet 
over Texas! It will be through the Holy Scriptures 
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and nowhere else. Our brother once knew that. His 
father, the late Bennie Lee Fudge, a gospel preacher, 
taught him better. But some of our brethren need to 
review their spiritual ABCs (Heb. 5: 12). 

Second, brother Fudge's testimony, which rivals 
that of a Pentecostal's, put God in a very awkward 
position. He asked God to give him a sign "if" the 
lady needed encouragement, and if he could render 
her "any" sort of benevolent encouragement. Sup
posedly, the Lord responded and told Ed that her 
name was "Karen." Then, however, we discover that 
Karen didn't even need the encouragement. Every
thing was fine with her. Here is an interesting ques-

tion. If God could tell our brother that the lady's 
name was Karen, why couldn't he also have told Ed 
that she really didn't need his encouragement, and 
thus direct our friend's evangelistic zeal toward 
someone who really did require the assistance? And 
so, we must say, with biblical irony, that God must 
have known "Karen's" name, but not her needs. 

All of this, of course, merely underscores how 
very far some of our kinsmen in Christ have drifted 
from the truth. It really is a very tragic and 
heart-rending circumstance. 

P. 0. Box SS26S 
Stockton. CA 95205 

~ 

(The following piece was written by one of the great preachers of a former generation. A man who lived and 
died late in the nineteenth century and who made a valuable contribution to the growth and spiritual prosper
ity of the church. He was the founder and editor of The American Christian Review. The militant attitude of 
this man was characteristic of his peers and the reason for a growing and triumphant church. He laid a founda
tion and built upon it. He knew what he believedJ why he believed itJ and would not hesitate to tell others 
about it - and defend it. When the church generally returns to this unashamed commitment to the saving 
gospelJ she will grow again. In the meantime there are still a few who can sincerely sin& "IJm not ashamed to 
own my LordJ Nor to defend his cause; Maintain the honor of his wordJ The glory of his cross.») 

Contending Earnestly for the Faith 
By Beniamin Franklin 

I n apostle has thought it needful to enjoin 
upon us, "Earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered to the saints." An 

old soldier of the cross, when about to put off his ar
mor, rejoiced that he had fought a good fight, kept 
the faith, and finished his course. In the course of his 
warfare, we are informed that he disputed two whole 
years in a certain school, or contended for the faith. 
This warfare, disputing, or contending, is an advo
cacy, a defense and a maintenance of the faith once 
delivered to the saints. The first thing, in order to 
this advocacy, is to ascertain what the faith once de
livered to the saints is, and the next thing is to advo
cate it, maintain and defend it with every power. The 
faith exists in two forms: 

1. In its concentrated embodied or constitutional 
form, as it is presented for the confession of the new 
convert, in a single prop.osition, that it may be re
ceived or rejected by either an affirmative or a nega
tive answer. 
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2. In its fully developed or detailed form, as we 
find it spread upon the pages of the Christian scrip
tures. This is the creed of the church, by which she is 
governed and guided in all her journey through this 
world. 

The whole of the detailed or fully developed 
creed, so far as its truth or authority is concerned, 
is in the concentrated, embodied or constitutional 
creed. Indeed, the whole system of Christianity was 
in purpose of God, which he purposed in Christ be
fore the world in the promise to Abraham, in the 
good news borne by the angels to the shepherds of 
Bethlehem, in the last commission, was in the an
nouncement, "This is My Son, the beloved, in whom 
I am well pleased," in the confession of Peter, "Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God," the same 
that John testified that we might believe, when he 
said, "These things are written that you might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God," or that God 
uttered in the mountain when he gave him honor and 



glory, or the same is contained in any one of these 
that is contained in the gospel. Any one of these ex
pressions, and many others that could be maintained, 
contain Christianity in its concentrated, embodied, 
or constitutional form. These all embrace Christ. All 
Christianity centers in him, comes from him, and is 
authorized by him. Through the holy witnesses of 
Jesus men are made acquainted with Christ, con
vinced that he is a divine person, the Son of God and 
the Savior of the world; and, in the confession, re
ceive him as their only leader. This is simply receiv
ing Christianity in its constitutional form, without 
having examined its details, or knowing what they 
are. We do not, therefore, read Christianity through, 
sitting in judgment, as we do merely human composi
tion, noticing every expression to see whether it is 
true. When we become acquainted with the author, 
and find him sent from God, declared his Son in his 
resurrection from the dead, divine and infallible, we 
place ourselves under him, and receive his holy in
structions implicitly, only wishing to know that they 
are from him. 

Christianity, therefore, in its embodied, or con
stitutional form, embraces Christianity in its details. 
The faith once delivered to the saints is simply Chris
tianity, the complete system as the Lord gave it. All 
who have confessed Christ intelligently have re
ceived Christianity and committed themselves to it. 
This is the faith, that which is to be advocated, main
tained, and defended. The man who has received it 
with the whole heart, practices it, and enjoys it, is a 
Christian. The requirement of heaven resting upon 
him is to earnestly contend for the faith, advocate it, 
maintain and defend it. This the adversary has tried 
to defeat by a thousand stratagems. We beg leave to 
notice a few of these: 

1. One plan is to stop the defense of the faith, or 
at least to check the force of him who defends it, is to 
call his preaching controversial preaching, or the 
preacher a controversialist, and then add, that "I do 
not like controversial preaching." Any man who will 
discriminate in his preaching what Christianity is, 
and what it is not, the way to heaven and the way that 
leads not there, that which is for God and not for 
him, for the law of God and not for it, is called a 
controversialist, and the pitiful and childish com
plaint comes up that he has hurt my feelings! What 
is the object of such a whining complaint? Simply 
to induce some weak brethren to hold back the 
preacher, and beg him not to preach doctrinal 
preaching today, for some of our friends, the sects, 

are present. The preacher is duly informed, and if 
he happens to be a coward, he shrinks, decides to 
preach a pretty little sermon that will touch no place, 
have nothing in it and maintain nothing. The audi
ence walks away quietly. Someone inquires cau
tiously, "How do you like our preacher?" "Very 
much indeed; he is just such a man as I love to hear," 
is the reply. The enemy has gained his point. He has 
sealed the lips of the preacher, or what is the same 
thing, forbidden the preaching of anything that has 
any force in it, or that will do any good. 

2. Another method of the enemy to avoid main
taining the faith is to preach philosophy bound off 
into the fog, into mysticism, where the people can 
not understand what it is. In that case they will not be 
offended, for they cannot tell whether it is right or 
wrong. They cannot understand it, but think it is 
deep, as they cannot see into it. Muddy water always 
looks deep. They spend their time in nice distinc
tions, splitting hairs, which never was of any profit, 
only to try a razor to see how sharp it is. These puz
zle people to determine which side they are on, 
whether they are for the faith or against it. What an 
advocacy this! What a defense of the faith! What 
teaching this! What an advocacy that, which contains 
nothing, amounts to nothing, and cannot be under
stood! If there is anything to be deprecated, it is a 
professed advocacy of Christianity that never states 
it, never sets it forth, and never shows what it is. 
No man can advocate Christianity who does not de
scribe it, discriminate between it and everything else, 
and defend it in its native purity as the Lord gave it. 
We have listened to whole discourses that contained 
scarcely a quotation from Jesus or the apostles, all 
beautiful fine and elegant, possibly all true; but no 
man could tell whether the preacher was a Jew or a 
Christian, a Mohammedan or a Mormon, an infidel 
or a Greek, so far as anything of a distinguishing 
character contained in it. It has no Jesus in it, no God 
in it, no Holy Spirit, no blood of Christ, no Bible, no 
church, nor anything that could possibly make a man 
think of turning to God, repenting of sin, or respect
ing divine authority. Still, the people were pleased, 
praised the preacher and loved to hear him! These 
men do not intend to bear the cross, to endure hard
ness as good soldiers, not to despise the shame. They 
shrink from the defense of the faith, and cater to a 
vitiated, popular taste and public sentiment. They 
are determined to please man at the hazard of dis
pleasing God. These are of no consequence any 
place. They look not into the Bible to know what 
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should be taught, but are simply looking to the popu
lar caprice of the people. 

Some men want a paper of this kind: one that 
would circulate palatably any place, touch no place, 
defend nothing, and amount to nothing. We know a 
few poor, unhealthy, feeble creatures, who would 
have us send forth a kind of milk water concern, that 
a man might read half a year without knowing where 
we stand. This, however, we shall not do. We are not 
trying to please man, but God. We shall, to the extent 
of our ability, describe Christianity, discriminate be
tween it and everything else, and defend it. We shall 
at the same time try to do this in the utmost kindness, 
the most respectful terms, but as plainly as it can 
possibly be done. Christianity never was maintained, 
manfully and nobly advocated, without a struggle. It 
will never be. We, as a religious body, have fought 
many hard battles. We have won a glorious victory, 
established ourselves in defiance of all opposition. 
The field is now open before us, and if we push the 
conquest forward, we can do more in one year than 
we have ever done in five. There is not a place where 
the cause is advocated, in kindness, affectionately, 

and with power, without success. On the other hand, 
no success attends sermonizing or theorizing, that 
does not define, illustrate, and advocate pure Chris
tianity as it was in the beginning. A man who merely 
talks, but does not advocate anything, as a matter of 
course, does not promote the cause of Christ. Chris
tianity must be maintained, as the Lord gave it, 
against all encroachments, subversions, and attacks 
of every description. It has its enemies, opposers, 
and corrupters, aiming to defeat it. It is our duty to 
maintain the ground we have gained, hold fast our 
begun confidence steadfast to the end, and see that 
none turn back to the weak and beggarly elements of 
the world. We are right in aim, and what remains for 
us is to push on, illustrate, unfold, and maintain the 
cause. We hope the brethren will keep their eye upon 
every man who shrinks from a defense of the faith, 
preaches sermons that have nothing in them, and 
brings not the Lord before the people. The Lord will 
be ashamed of them when he comes in power and 
great glory. They would have forsaken the Lord and 
his apostles in the midst of their persecutions. 

P.O. Box 690192 
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Where Should Illustrations Be Used 
in the Sermon? 

By Jess Hall Jr. 

The use of illustrations is an art, not a science. 
While it is not an art that requires the 
preacher to be a Michelangelo, it does require 

more ability than that of a monkey throwing paint 
balloons at a canvas. Just as the first task of the artist 
is to select the scene to be painted, the first task of the 
preacher is to select an illustration that both makes 
the point and appeals to the hearers. Just as master
pieces have never been produced with one swish of the 
brush, good illustrations are rarely the product of the 
inspiration of the moment. The preacher should test 
and perfect his illustrations by first presenting them to 
his wife, child, or secretary. If the illustration is good, 
there will be an immediate favorable reaction. If the 
reaction is less than favorable, the illustration should 
either be perfected or be discarded in favor of another. 
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To use less than a good illustration detracts from the 
truth that is being taught. 

mustrations should be used in every portion of the 
sermon. Illustrations in the sermon's introduction 
may be no more than "sound bites" designed to whet 
the hearers' mental appetite for what follows. Illustra
tions in the sermon's conclusion help the hearer to 
remember what has been said. The most important 
illustrations, however, may be those used in the 
sermon's body where the life-sustaining nutrients 
should be found. While the differen~e between a well 
illustrated sermon and a sermon having either poor or 
no illustrations is similar to the difference between 
obtaining necessary nutrients through a delicious 
meal or through vitamin pills, it is not the same. Nu
trients can be obtained through vitamin pills. When 



the hearer has "turned off" the preacher, the hearer 
can starve to death in the midst of nutrients. 

Because properly illustrating a sermon is a diffi
cult task, and using illustrations well is even harder, 
some refuse to use them. Instead of applying them
selves to learn how to prepare and use illustra
tions effectively, they eliminate illustrations, criticize 
those who use them, and belittle hearers who appre
ciate them. Failure to use illustrations is not a sign of 
intellectual surrender. To the contrary, failure to use 
illustrations is a sign of intellectual lethargy and in
difference to the hearers. The use of illustrations 
affirms that the preacher places a priority on the 
hearer's understanding. Illustrations permit the 
hearers to "see" with their minds. 

Hearers can tell from the illustrations whether a 
sermon is practical. The preacher's illustrations will 
indicate whether the preacher is kind and discrimi
nating, or whether he lacks those qualities. Neither 
propositions alone nor illustrations alone can bridge 
the gap between generations, much less centuries. Il
lustrations without propositions have Il') framework; 
propositions without illustrations often have no 
meaning. Together they make truth accessible and 
comprehensible. 

The best preaching never addresses the intellect 
alone or the emotions alone. Man is both an intellec
tual and an emotional creature. Illustrations that ad
dress the intellect through the emotions address the 
hearers as the scripture addresses them. The aim of 
preaching is not just to explain or defme. Preaching 
also aims to implore hearers to believe what God 
said and to do what God commanded. What good is 
explanation without purpose or motivation? 

Christianity is incarnational. Preaching should be 
as well. Ideas and propositions should be clothed in 
the flesh of illustrations. 
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Cain vs. Abel 
By Frank Chesser 

The second recorded sin occurred in the realm 
of worship (Gen. 4:1-7). God's requirements 
for acceptable worship had been clearly re

vealed, for faith can only come by hearing the Word 
of God (Rom. 10: 17), and Abel's sacrifice was of
fered by faith (Heb. 11:4). Cain refused to heed what 
God said; thus his worship was rejected. Jude 11 
speaks of the "way of Cain. What is the way of Cain? 
It is the way of self-will, of human presumption. Cain 
was a man determined to have his own way, direct his 
own path and chart his own course. 

For several hundred years, God ruled the nation 
of Israel. Four hundred years after the appointment 
of Saul to be an earthly king over Israel, the nation 
was gasping for national life. The life light of the na
tion flickered under the winds of sin and was finally 
swallowed up in darkness. The walls of Jerusalem 
were reduced to rubble, the palaces were burned, the 
temple destroyed and the people were hobbled in the 
chains of captivity. 

Gedaliah was placed over a remnant in Judah, but 
he was soon felled by the conspirator's sword. In 
opposition to the will of God, a remnant fled into 
Egypt; there Jeremiah lifted his voice and preached his 
final sermon. He reminded the people of God's wrath. 
At the conclusion of the sermon, the people declared, 
"As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the 
name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto thee. But 
we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out 
of our own mouth" ijer. 44: 15 -17). They had adopted 
Cain's spirit as their own. 

Hebrews 11:4 speaks of the "way of Abel,, 
w~ich is the way of the "divine will." It is reverence 
for the word of God. The way of Abel is concerned 
with what God says - not what man wants. It is in
terested in what God requires - not what man likes. 
The spirit of Abel is attentive to divine revelation -
not human feeling. For those with the mind of Abel, 
when God says it, that settles it. When time gives 
way to eternity and the innumerable masses of hu
manity assemble before God, the destiny of each will 
depend upon whether the way of Abel or the way of 
Cain ruled the heart. 6273 Sycamore Dr. 

Montgomery. AL 36117 
li: 
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(Editor1s note: Doctor Shelly~s portion of this debate is taken from a transcript of a tape recording of a 
speech Shelly made at a "spiritual renewal conference~~~ Florence~ Ala.~ Apri/19~ 1996. L. Toreador is respond
ing to the Shelly remarks.) 

Toreador Shelly Debate on Unity 
Fourth AHirmatlve by Rubel Shelly 

In Nashville I have been for the last two years part of 
a group of men who come together and pray once a 
month. It was called together by L.H. Hardwick. 
He's pastor of Christ Church. He called 7 or 8 of us 
out of a time of crisis in his own personal life and in 
his church. 

He said, "I know you. I trust you. I believe that 
you're a man of God. Wul you come and meet me at 
8 a.m, and pray for me?" 

And 7 of us joined him that first day, and he wept 
and he poured out his heart out what was going on. 
And we stayed together- a couple of Baptists, and a 
Presbyterian, and three independent charismatic 
churches, and the church of Christ guy - we stayed 
together and prayed for 2, 21h, maybe 3 hours. And 
we laid our hands on each other, and we cried. 

As we were about to leave, Rick White, who is 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Franklin, Tennes
see, he said, "I need to tell you guys something before 
we leave." 

He said, "I need the kind of prayer that we met 
today and offered up for L.H. Hardwick." 

He said, "Can we not do this again?" 
And we've been meeting once a month now for 

two years. And twice a year, we take 3-day retreats and 
go where there's no television and no telephones and 
we pray, and we confess, and we confide, and we ... 

·The group now totals 14. We'll not let it get any 
larger than that. We have resolved that, not because 
we want to be exclusive, but we've encouraged other 
ministers and pastors in the town, to form similar 
groups. 

A while back, at the Belmont church in Nashville, 
we hosted a breakfast for all the pastors and preach
ers and church communicators - whatever term 
you use within your tradition - that would come 
together for breakfast. We really had no agenda ex
cept each of us talked for about 90 seconds about 
what this time of prayer had meant to us in our own 
personal, spiritual lives, and urged them to form 
similar groups. And that probably was the largest 
meeting, almost 200, probably the largest meeting of 
pastors that Nashville's ever witnessed. We wor-

18 Dec:ember 1997 
Firm Foundation 

shipped, and we praised, and we ate, and we prayed 
and left with some resolves about trying to lead our 
various congregations to unity in Christ. 

The biblical message of one Lord, and one faith, 
one baptism, and one body, one hope, that message is 
the message that God has called us to share with the 
world, and we cannot share a message about oneness 
while we are perpetuating our sectarian, divisive 
ways. We will not lose our separate denominational 
identities. We will not give up our particular heri
tages and histories. We will not give up our distinc
tive practices with regard to our different organiza
tional structures, worship, and so on. I see no need 
for that. But we will have to decide that there is 
something that matters more than those things and 
we will have to quit being idolaters who give those 
things such priority that we divide over and refuse to 
recognize one another as brothers and sisters in the 
Lord. Amen! And it really is idolatry to elevate any 
issue higher than Christ and to consider that worth 
dividing over if, in fact, you share Jesus. 

Toreador's Fourth Response 
Doctor Shelly, your report leaves me bumfuzzled. 
Are you saying that after two years of meeting, pray
ing, weeping, and touching each other, you are still 
divided? You have had 24 monthly meetings and 4 re
treats and are still as separate as you were in the be
ginning. How long will it take you idolaters (this is. 
your word) to get over your petty refusal to get over 
your distinctive practices? And, by the way, what are 
these distinctive practices? 

Doctor, did the first century church have any dis
tinctive practices? Baptism is distinctive. The church 
is exclusive - distinctive. Worship in spirit and truth 
is distinctive. The name of the church is distinctive. 
Even pure living is distinctive. What, Sir, are you sug
gesting? Are you saying that baptism, the church, wor-. 
ship in spirit and truth, and the names of the church 
are idolatry? 

Doctor Shelly, you seem to be saying that the 
touchy-feely, mystical type experience is what counts. 
Are you saying that a small group of blubbering, cry
ing, sentimental people (laying hands on one another) 



are Christians, and all others are idolaters? 
You say the biblical message is one Lord, one faith, 

one baptism, one body, and one hope. Well, Okay. 
What is the one faith? Is it diversity in critical, basic 
Christian doctrine? What is the one baptism? Does it 
involve both action and purpose? Is sprinkling bap
tism? What is the one body? Is the one body the one 
church of Christ? 

Doctor Shelly, when will you and your cohorts 
give up your organizational structures? You have had 
two years of meetings (eating, crying, and touching) 
and you still have not resolved your differences. 
When, oh, when, will you give up your idolatry? 

Woodmont Hills ought to merge with the Baptist, 
Presbyterian, charismatic churches you have been 
meeting with over these past two years. 

You flippantly say there is no need for that. In 
what, then, does unity consist? Is unity deciding to 
maintain separate organization, worship, teaching, 
and identity? Rubel, what did they teach you at 
Vanderbilt? 

Now, Rubel, when you brought together this 
mighty band of dedicated "pastors" in Nashville to 
have eggs, bacon, biscuits and prayer, what was the 
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end result? Has a single church merged with another 
church? Have any of the idolaters repented? Has your 
historic meeting made any difference? Your children 
may suspect that you are fiddling with an irrelevance. 

What is the one faith? Paul commanded the 
Corinthians, "Now I beseech you, brethren, through 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak 
the same thing and that there be no divisions among 
you; but that ye be perfected together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). 

Hey, Rubel, was Paul wrong? You say that is idola
try. Paul commanded it. Who is right, you or Paul? 
Jesus prayed that his followers be one as he and the 
father are one Gohn 17:21). That would be unity in 
word and deed. Was Jesus praying for idolatry. 

Doctor Shelly, real religious unity consists in 
teaching and doing the same things. We can meet, 
eat, pray, weep, touch, and be sentimental till the 
cows come home, but that will not unite us. Mean
ingful unity comes from walking in the light. 

"But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin." 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

I Have Been Young 
By Irene C. Taylor 

When counseling with young people, one is 
met with the cry, "You just don't under 
stand!" The implication is that we are too 

old to appreciate the trials of the young. Some years 
ago, as a young couple, this writer and her husband 
were privileged to hear a masterful lesson for young 
people delivered by the late brother B. C. 
Goodpasture. Many were the sage, scriptural points 
of advice he gave. One in particular made a lasting 
impression on my mind. He said, in essence, "You 
have never been old. You have not yet experienced 
life's lessons. I, on the other hand, have been young. I 
have walked in those shoes. I am better able to view 
matters from both viewpoints." Today's young 
people might express it like this: "Been there, done 
that." 

In our walk through this life every human faces 
temptations through the same three avenues: the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride or vain
glory of life (1 John 2:16). Satan has polished his 
temptation skills and now dresses them in more en
ticing finery but the avenues remain the same. Con
trol of the mind is control the actions. 

The worldly concept of fun carries heavy penal
ties. Our young are tempted to taste of the squalid 
side of life through indulging in drugs which flow so 
freely, especially cocaine, marijuana, and alcohol. 
Sex is touted as "safe," through the use of certain 
precautions and "mistakes" can be erased through 
abortion. After all, everbody does it. 

Religion is condemned as too restrictive. Worldly 
psychologists counsel their patients not to become 
involved in religion. Too much dedication to religious 
standards might result in feelings of guilt and that 
could hamper mental health and happiness, accord
ing to their philosophy. Do what makes you feel 
good. Even Christian young people are taught this 
error, and sometimes by their own parents - if not 
in word, then in deed. 

It is apparent that Christian parents have a huge 
challenge. Mothers would do well to weigh carefully 
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the cost of leaving the training of 
their children to another while they 
work outside the home to acquire 
"things." Parents desperately need 
to resurrect the policy of teaching 
respect for authority and the wisdom 
of age. Solomon advises the young to 
"hear the instruction of thy father, 
and forsake not the law of thy mother" (Prov 1:8). It 
is wisdom to learn from the experience of others. 

"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them" (Eccl. 12: 1). Devotion to God shields from 
many of Satan's snares in adolescence and in age. 
The young person encouraged to sow wild oats may 
never leave the oat field . Disdain for God's standards 
for worship and service to him learned in youth may 
linger through life. The attitude of boredom (do I 
have to) toward things religious planted in youth sel
dom yields a harvest of dedication in later life. 

Respect for authority in the home is a must if one 
is to learn respect for the authority of God and the 
laws of the land. Mothers, you are undermining re
spect for authority when you help your children cir
cumvent Dad's rule. Differences between parents 
should be mutually managed without teaching a 
wrong concept to the child. Parents would do well to 
regularly consult Paul's teaching in Ephesians 5 and 6. 

Wise is the parent who instills a respect for the 
older Christian. Wise is the congregation which con
tinues and encourages interaction between the ages 
rather than segregating the assembly by age. Remem
ber, please, "I have been young, and now am old; yet 
have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread" (Psa. 37:25). There is a special, sweet 
security in serving God throughout one's life. 
Mother! Bend that twig, or get a crooked tree. 
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Potpourri ••. 
Perspedive 

0 Linda Chavez makes some cogent comments 
in the Chicago Tribune article (Sept. 3, 1997). In talk
ing about the untimely death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, Chavez says "she was a woman who married 
famously, behaved badly, ... and got off with a $2 7 
million divorce settlement and spent her last days in 
company of another fabulously wealthy playboy." 
The press is to blame - paparazzi brought her 
down, is the hue and cry. Chavez points out that a 
false sentimentality caused strangers to leave flow
ers, mementos, and love letters to the dead woman at 
the accident site, outside England's many royal 
castles, and even at the British Embassy in Washing
ton, D.C. The columnist observes, "It is precisely 
such fanatical obsession with celebrity that fuels the 
very paparazzi these same self-righteous fans now 
decry." In other words, Who buys tabloids? Chavez 
observes, "Here once we venerated saints, now we 
erect altars to dead movie stars and fallen princesses. 
James Dean, the rebel without a cause, died in a car 
crash; Marilyn Monroe, who took her own life in 
tawdry motel room; Elvis Presley, who died of a drug 
overdose - these are the icons of our day." Thank 
you, Earl Davis, for sending the clipping. 

Davis also sends a clipping from the August 22, 
1997 Chicago Tribune reporting that sociologist 
Andrew Greeley of the University of Chicago says, 
"Less than 1 percent of Americans are what the 
study calls 'hard-core atheists,' people who do not 
believe in God or the possibility of life after death." 

lomos 
0 Some homosexuals seek to change their ways, 

and some practitioners of "reparative therapy" say 
they can help. The American Psychological Associa
tion convinced that any unhappiness over homosexu
ality results purely from social prejudice, passed a 
resolution urging therapists, in effect, to try to talk 
their patients out of trying to change (Source, Na
tional Review, Sept. 15, 1997). 

0 In 1980, clinical psychologist Robert Krone
meyer wrote in his book, Overcoming Homosexual
ity, "With rare exceptions, homosexuality is neither 
inherited nor the result of some glandular dis
turbance or the scrambling of genes or chromo-

somes. Homosexuals are made not born 'that way.' 
Buried under the 'gay' exterior of the homosexual is 
the hurt and rage that crippled his or her capacity 
for true maturation, for healthy growth and love. Af
ter a quarter-century of clinical experience, I firmly 
believe that homosexuality is a learned response 
to early painful experiences and that it can be un
learned. For those homosexuals who are unhappy 
with their lives and can find effective therapy, it can 
be overcome." 

The homosexual right's lobby is opposed to ef
fective treatment to recover those with perverted 
sexual orientation because it would destroy their 
agenda. If homosexuals can change their sexual pref
erence, then their argument for special protection 
under civil rights laws designed for people whose sta
tus has nothing to do with behavior (racial minori
ties, women, the disabled) falls to the ground. 

This goes to show that the American Psychologi
cal Association is useless and even dangerous. Won
der if these shrinks know that AIDS is predominantly 
a homosexual disease? 

'rom Saint fo Goddess 
0 Murray Marshall of Ennis, Texas sends a 

Newsweek article (Aug. 25, 1997) saying that John 
Paul II is under pressure by Catholics to name Mary 
not just the mother of God but Co-Redeemer. The 
official voice of the Vatican says, "Having created 
man male and female, the Lord also wants to place 
the New Eve beside the New Adam in the Redemp
tion .... Mary, the New Eve, thus becomes a perfect 
icon of the Church .... We can therefore turn to the 
Blessed Virgin, trustfully imploring her aid in aware
ness of the singular role entrusted to her by God, the 
role of co-operator in the redemption" (April1997). 

Wow, which means, amazing, incredible, I don't 
believe it, go on, well I never, blow me down, did you 
ever, how about that, my word, what next, can you 
beat that. 

"For there are certain men crept in privily, even 
they who were of old written of beforehand unto 
this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace 
of our God into lasciviousness, and denying our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ" Gude 1:4). 
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Promoting the Perverse 
0 School superintendent Susan Fleming talking 

about the school board's unanimous ruling to begin 
teaching preschoolers about homosexuality and to 
establish a hiring preference for "sexual minorities," 
said: "We are on a trailblazing path. The whole ques
tion is making gays and lesbians, whether through vi
suals or examples or acknowledging different family 
structures, visible." 

Opposing the Perverse 
0 Alveda Celeste King, niece of Martin Luther 

King, denouncing proposed gay-rights legislation in 
California, said her uncle would not have approved 
laws that prohibit discrimination on the basis of 
sexual preference. She said, "To equate homosexual
ity with race is to give a death sentence to civil rights. 
No one is enslaving homosexuals ... or making them sit 
in the back of the bus" (World, Sept. 6, 1997). 

Yeah! 
0 David Bryan, a purveyor of pornography, the 

man who said, "Once you hit x-rated, there's nothing 
after that," sponsors a Dixie Youth baseball team. 
When some of the parents refused to allow their chil
dren to wear uniforms promoting Bryan's sex-store, 
Bryan called them fanatics. Mr. Bryan told the Mo
bile Register in April, "Who are they to judge me?" 

The plot thickens. A grand jury has indicted Mr. 
Bryan, 41, on charges of first-degree rape, first-de
gree sodomy, and first-degree sexual abuse of a 14-
year-old girl. 

Yeah! Who are they to judge me? Don't you 
know the Bible says, "Judge not"? All judgment is 
sinful- or don't you think so? 

Quotab/es 
0 Many a man who tries to talk as if he were 

standing on the mountain, shows by what he says 
that he is up to his eyes in the mud" (Billy Sunday, 
Christianity Today, Sept. 1, 1997, p. 62). 

Mot~llity 

0 Morality in Media (MIM) is mounting a na
tional petition drive to urge President Clinton to en
force aggressively the Federal laws against obscenity, 
as he pledged to do in his 1992 election campaign. 

National Review (June 16, 1997) reports, ''A De
troit lady informed two gentlemen that they were the 
father of her two-year-old boy. This biological impos
sibility led to an arrangement whereby they shared 
temporary custody of the boy - until blood tests 
showed that a third gentleman had done the honors., 
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lcumenlsm 
0 Chicago Tribune (Aug 19, 1997), via Earl Davis, 

announces that Lutherans turned down a pact with 
the Episcopal Church. Twenty-eight years in the nego
tiating the structure fell to the ground chastising even 
the most optimistic supporters of the ecumenical 
movement. The rupture came over Episcopal or Pas
toral control. Anyhow, 28 years of hard work down 
the tube. 

Has it occurred to Episcopalians or Lutherans or 
United Church of Christ that the only road to unity is 
submission to the Bible and the Bible only? The Bible, 
being the inerrant revelation of God, teaches only one 
thing. Those who follow it absolutely are necessarily 
united. To depart from its teaching in any particular is 
inescapable division. Try reading 1 John 1:7. 

Letter to the Editor: 
0 I am deeply distressed by your magazine, there 

hasn't been a publication whose theological treatises 
I've been so offended by, whose candid accounts of 
bickering among church groups I've been so embar
rassed by, whose nagging reminders of the needs of the 
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• Professional training and 

support 
• Weekly & monthly time off 
• Housing, utilities, groceries 

and more 

You will live in an area that offers: 
• Eight nearby churches of Christ 
• Quality "rural-feel- schools 
• Four nearby graduate schools 
• One hour from Chicago and South Bend 

You must be a married couple and faithful church 
of Christ members. 

To find out more, contact Mr. jackie Barger 
at 1-800-462-0513. 

Shults~ Lewis 
CHILD & FAMILY SERVICES 

P.O. Box 4 71 • Valparaiso. Indiana 46384 • 1-800-462-0513 



world I've been made to feel so guilty by since -well 
since the New Testament! (Christianity Today, Aug: 
11, 1997). 

Amazing 
0 Chip Blankinship, a Presbyterian preacher (US 

News & World Report, July 7, 1997) in a letter to the 
editor said, "I am much interested in preaching from 
the .Bible and upholding its authority .... The issue is 
not whether we view Scripture as authoritative but 
how we feel led to interpret it." 

Blankinship, and all liberals, look at revelation 
through their emotions, desires, wants, wishes, or, to 
use his words "how we fee/led ... " He then has the 
temerity to call this respect for the authority of the 
scriptures. It is not. It is respect for the authority of 
one's own feelings. "It is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps." What is needed in morality and reli
gion is an absolute, objective standard that says what 
it means and means what it says. To respect that en
sign and follow it, regardless of one's feelings, is to 
respect its authority. It is a matter of bringing our 
feelings in line with the teaching of God's Word, and 
not bringing God's Word in line with our feelings. 
"There is a way that seemeth right unto a man but 
the ends thereof are the ways of death." 

lutes of t6e Game 
0 Meredith Oakley (Arkansas Democrat Ga

zette, May 23, 1997) wrote an excellent piece about 
"rules" the liberals use in political enterprise. 
Brother Bennett (who sent the article to me) thought 
there is an application to religious liberals. He has 
prepared the following etiquette for pious socialists 
(liberals): 

1. Fight dirty even though you know you are dead 
wrong. 

2. Don't lie, cheat or steal unnecessarily. 
3. There is always one more ... than you counted 

on. 
4. An honest answer is never given. 
5. Facts are irrelevant. 
6. A liberal only has to be right once. 
7. If you are questioned, destroy all evidence, or 

else line up all you can who will lie for you. 
8. The truth is a variable. 
9. A promise is not a guarantee. 

10. If you can't counter the argument, attack the 
character of the individual, and refuse to answer 
"yes" or "no" questions or you are in big trouble. 

For thin-skinned liberals, we append a©. 

lamlly 
0 Patrick J. Buchanan has written a thoughtful 

article about family values. He noted that "an 
Alamance County (North Carolina) jury ordered $1 
million paid to a jilted wife - by the woman who al
legedly stole her husband." 

Dorothy Hutelmyer, 40, contended that in 1994, 
her husband was enticed into an affair by his secre
tary, wearing short skirts and joining him on business 
trips. Her husband divorced her and their 3 children, 
to marry the secretary-mistress. The jury awarded 
her the cash for alienation of affection. 

The American Civil Liberties Union went 
through the roof. 

The jury is saying that marriage is a sacred bond 
and an intangible thing of supreme value. An out
sider who smashes it deliberately should make resti
tution. If the secretary had crashed into a Ford 
pickup truck belonging to Mrs. Hutelmyer, she 
would have to pay damages. Why should she not 
pay if she destroyed something far more valuable 
than a truck? 

Buchanan observed: "Divorces and broken fami
lies are the causes of many of the most painful of 
heartaches, and there is scarcely a social problem 
that cannot be traced to the destruction of the family 
in this age of affluence and easy divorce." 

That marriage is instituted of God and is an in
dissoluble union is not only a religious truth, but 
makes a lot of sense if you want to preserve a society. 

FAULKNER UNIVERSITY LECTURES 
March 8-11, 1998 

Preaching • Inspirational Singing • Ladies Classes 
Fellowship Luncheons • Special Activities 

Wrltt•tltt' VI' Black .'icltttt>l •if 81/11/cal Stlllflt•s fi•r dt'tails: 
'i14'i Atl;mta 1/igiiWOJY, Mtllll~>mtry. Alallilma 1610') 
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Cartoon 
0 Diek LaPine pictures a preacher chairing a 

committee. In the first panel, the preacher says: 
"We need to talk about what we're going to do to 

get people in our pews." 
A female committee members responds, "That's 

exactly what we need to talk about - I think we 
need to get new pews." 

An older male member of the committee says, 
"Not new pews! You're missing the preacher's vision 
completely. We need new chairs!" 

A middle-aged mop-top says, "I've seen chairs 
with hymnal racks on their backs!" 

Still another committee member declares, 
"Hymnals? But I thought we were going to use praise 
chorus booklets?" 

A bespectacled girl, "Not booklets ... overheads! 
Every church is going to overheads!" 

A teenager cries out, "I used to go to a church 
that had a rear projection screen for overheads." 

A studious looking guy inputs, "That's good, but 
the latest innovation is the computerized projection 
from the ceiling." 

Another student-type says, "Better yet! Let's 
project on the ceiling like anI-Max theater." 

An old-maid type says, "1-Max Theater? A 
Broadway theater would be awesome!" 

A little girl says, "Yes, Broadway! We could put 
on musicals, dramas and comedies. But, of course, 
we'll need a stage and some curtains." 

A grandma type says, "New curtains would be a 
wonderful touch in making strangers feel at home." 

In the final panel, a guy sinking down in his chair, 
says: "Maybe some people would come to church if 
we just preached the Bible. But what do I know about 
doing church? I better keep my mouth shut." 

f6ousaads 4Hraded 
0 Animal heads roasted over a flame; people 

dressed as demons perform pagan rituals; men and 
women dance nude before fiery idols as a starry night 
softly illumines the flat desert around them. 

This is a Labor Day weekend at Black Rock Desert 
in northwestern Nevada where people rejoice in re
bellion. 

The festival is called "The Burning Man," so
named because of the celebration's centerpiece: a 
towering, 40-foot, wooden, faceless being erected in 
the middle of the pagan campground and burned on 
the final night. 

Since the mid-1980s, these pagan pilgrims have 
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traveled out into the middle of nowhere to increasing 
numbers (10,000 in 1996). Many of those at The 
Burning Man once professed Christianity, but have 
turned their backs on God. 

People set up camps around he Burning Man fig
ure, giving their pagan outposts names like "Motel 
666," "McSatan," and "Lost Vegas." One individual 
said, "I am fully prepared to shake hands with the 
devil as I stumble through the gates of hell." 

The fmale is on Saturday night, as the attendees 
observe and participate in a drama, which celebrates 
the knowledge that they will one day enter hell. 

Killing la61es 
0 Don't get too exercised about killing babies. 

Evan Thomas, former Washington bureau chief of 
Newsweek, raps Sen. Rick Santorum for his partial
birth abortion "theatrics [that] make me gag. He may· 
be sincere, but the show that he puts on, wringing his 
hands about babies, makes me think that it is theatre. 
That may be unfair to him, but it seems excessive to 
me and a lot of this is just showboating on the floor" 
(National Review, June 30, 1997). 

To be emotionally disturbed by killing a baby that 
is. next-door to birth and call it "theatrics" is chilling 
- at least to me. 

Do rell7 
0 America has "less than 5 per cent of the world's 

population," admitted Mr. Clinton, yet "we consume 
half the world's drugs" (National Review, June 2, 
1997). 

Aborflo11 
0 The Wisconsin Supreme Court, in a ruling that 

turned on the issue of whether a baby in the womb is 
really a person, said the state's child protection law 
does not cover the unborn. The .case involved a 36-
weeks-pregnant cocaine user ordered confined to a 
drug treatment program to protect her baby. In previ
ous rulings, Wisconsin courts have concluded that a 
viable unborn child is a legally recognized person if 
killed in a crime, a car crash, or as the result of medical 
malpractice. 

Doom 4ad Gloom 
0 It is not a pretty sight. From the Fabians to the 

postmodernists, and from the romantics to the envi
ronmentalists, the intellectual elite have been a som
ber bunch able to agree on only one essential premise: 
antipathy toward principled reason, bourgeois liber
alism, determined progress, and most especially 
Christian ethics (World, June 7, 1997). 1}.-



Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Please discuss the concept of sacrifice 
as it relates to Jesus Christ. 

Answer: The sacrifice of Jesus of Nazareth upon 
the Roman cross is a supreme manifestation of God's 
love for mankind. Indeed, such love was the prime 
motivator in God's remedial system Uohn 3:16). By 
divine salvational design, the sacrifice of Jesus was an 
integral feature of his offering for the sins of mankind. 

Sacrifice proper: Concerning the subject of sac
rifice, such was instituted to provide a covering for 
man's sins (cf. Gen. 1:29 with 3:21 and 9:3; Gen. 
4:4-5 with Heb. 11:4). Such sacrifices were offered 
upon altars (Ex. 20:24) and consisted of clean animals 
(Gen. 8:20) or the fruits of the earth (Gen. 4:4; Lev. 
2:1). The annual atonement sacrifice, an offering 
made by the high priest to expiate the individual sins 
of the nation of Israel, required the shedding of blood. 
Although during the Patriarchy and Mosaic Ages such 
sacrifices could not take away sin (Psa. 40:6; Heb. 
9:9, 10:1-11). Such sins were passed over (Rom. 3:25, 
but remembered year by year in the offering of addi
tional sacrifices. When Messiah shed his blood on the 
cross, these "passed over" sins were forgiven. 

In addition, all sacrifices made during patriarchy 
and the Hebrew economy were offered in anticipation 
of the coming Savior (He b. 11:4, 17,2 8), and each was 
typical of Christ's sacrifice for mankind (1 Cor. 5:7; 
Eph. 5:2; Heb. 10:1, 11-12). 

Sacrifice as a type: Regarding the typological sig
nificance of Scripture, there are two terms of interest. 
One word is spelled "antetype," and the other is 
spelled "anti type." The definition of the former, 
antetype, means an earlier type, or a prototype, an 
original model after which anything is copied. It is a 
pattern, sometimes called an archetype, and that 
means the original pattern of which things are repre
sentations or copies. The later term, antitype, means 
that which corresponds to, or is foreshadowed in the 
type, an opposite type, a counter-type. 

The late Foy E. Wallace, Jr. used the good illustra
tion of the printer's shop. In the printer's shop the 
type is set, then plates (or negatives) are made; and 
when fitted on the printer, each plate-negative is inked 

and pressed against the paper, bringing froth the fin
ished product. As such, the Old Testament represents 
the type and the New Testament is the antitype. 

"The Old Testament is the New Testament con
cealed - the New Testament is the Old Testament 
Revealed." The Old Testament was the New Testa
ment in type and the New Testament is the Old Testa
ment in antitype. 

In this regard, Jesus of Nazareth is the antitype of 
the atonement sacrifice (Lev. 16:15-16 with Heb. 
9: 12,14). He is also the anti type of the Passover lamb 
(Ex. 12:3-6,46 with John 19:36; 1 Cor. 5 :7); he is the 
anti type of the peace offering (Lev. 3:1 with Eph. 
2:14, 16); and he is the antitype of the sin offering (Lev. 
4:2-3, 12 with Heb. 13:11-12). 

Sacrifice as atonement: During the Mosaic 
economy, the yearly Day of Atonement was made on 
by the high priest (Lev. 16:11 with Heb. 9:7); to sanc
tify the holy place (Ex. 30:10; Lev. 16:15-16); nation 
(Lev. 16:17,24; 23:28 and Heb. 9:7), and was offered 
to remedy the sins of the Hebrew people (Lev. 16:17, 
24; 23:28 and Heb. 9:7). 

Jesus of Nazareth is the antitype of the atonement 
sacrifice (Rom. 5: 6-11). Such sacrifice by the Messiah 
was foretold in the Old Testament (lsa. 53:4-6, 8-12; 
Zech. 13:1-7; and John 11:50-51). The sacrifice of 
Messiah was made but once (Heb. 7:27, 9:24-28, 
10:10-14; 1 Pet. 3:18) and was effected by Jesus of 
NazarethOohn 1:29,36;Acts4:10-12; 1 Thess.1:10; 
1 Tim. 2:5-6; Heb. 2:9; and 1 Pet. 2:24). 

The sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross exhibited the 
grace and mercy of God (Rom. 8:32; Eph. 2:4-7; 1 
Tim. 2:4; and Heb. 2:9). Finally, it was through the 
grace and mercy of God, as demonstrated by the sac
rifice of Jesus Christ, that those who are obedient to 
the gospel of Christ are justified through his blood 
(Rom. 5:9; 2 Cor. 5:21); reconciled to God through 
his offering (Rom. 5 :10; 2 Cor. 5:18-20; Eph. 
2:13-16; Col. 1:20-22; Heb. 2:17; and 1 Pet. 3:18); 
and have their sins remitted through his suffering 
Uohn 1:29; Rom. 3:25; Eph. 1:7; 1John 1:7; and Rev. 
1 :5). 8900 Manchaca Rd. 

Austin, TX 78748 

December 1997 25 
Firm Foundation 



Schedule of Lectureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• I...akeland, Floritla 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures ......................... Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
1 Freed-Hardeman University ••• Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship ••••••••••••• San Antonio, Texas 
3 Oeburne, Texas Forum 

March 
1 El Paso Lectures ................................ El Paso, Texas 
1 East Tennessee School of Preaching 

••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ktzoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lec:tures ••••••• Camden. At-kansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Memphis, Tennessee 
April 

1 Northeast Oklahoma Lectures ••• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ••••••••••••••••••••• Austin. Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sugar Creek. Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ......................... Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures ......................... Marshall, Texas 

May 
1 Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Cookeville, Tennessee 
1 Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••.•.••••••.•......•......•.••••••••••••••••.•. ] erome~ Itlaho 
1 Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Visalia, California 
1 Gulf Coast Lectures •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee ••••• Red Oak, Texas 
2 Virginia Bible Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••• Christiansburg, Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures •••••••••••••••• Pulaski. Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship .............................. Taylor, Texas 

June 
1 Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

..••••.••••••••••••.••.••••••••••.•..•••.••.••.••••••••••• Dayton1 Ohio 
1 Bell view Lectures ........................ Pensacola, Floritla 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. Houston, Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••• Mt. Juliet, Tennessee 
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July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship •••••••••••••••••• Burnet. Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Hamson~ At-kansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures ••••••••••••••••• Bastrop. Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 South Texas Summer· Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Beeville, Texas 
4 Seek Old Paths ......................... Corinth, Mississippi 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

• . • • •. • • . • • . • • •• •• • • • • . • • . • • • • • •••••••••••• •• •• Lexington. Kentucky 

August 
1 Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

•.••.....••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••.•..•• St. Albans, West Virginia 
1 Northwest Tennessee Lectures ••••••••• Paris, Tennessee 
1 Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sevierville. Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship ••••••••••••••••• Southaven, Mississippi 
2 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••.••••• Sylvan I...ake, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• Farm.ington, Missouri 

September 
1 Robertson County Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Greenbriar, Tennessee 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

• • • •••• •• • •• • ••••••••• ••• • • • • •• ••••••••• •• • Chattanooga, Tennessee 
4 4-State Lec:tureship ......................... Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures •••••••••••••• Independence. Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Steubenville, Ohio 

October 
1 Northern New England Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.....•• Ttl ton, New Hampshire 
2 Lubbock Lectureship ....................... Lubbock, Texas 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Vuginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Moundsville. West Virginia 

November 
1 Cold Harbor Rd. Lectureship 

•••••••.••••.••••..•••••••••••••••••••.•••• Mechanicsville, Virginia 
I Eastside Lectureship ••••••••••••••• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton Lectures •••••••••••••••••••• Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship •••••••• Tuscumbia, Alabama 
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Where Should Illustrations Be Used In the Sermon? 

................................................................................. Dec. p. 16 

Hartwlgsen, Brock 
Lessons Learned From Little Red Riding Hood •••••••• July p. 19 

Hearn, Roy J. 
The Ministry of Women .............................................. Nov. p. 17 

Heater, David 
Inerrant Because Inspired ......................................... Jan. p. 10 

Hurley , William M. "Mike" 
RU-486 ......................................................................... Apr. p. 11 
Where IsM. M. O'Hare? ............................................. July p. 17 

Jackson, Shan 
Appearance and Reality ............................................... Aug. p. 7 
The Abundant Life ........................................................ Feb. p. 7 

Jackson, Wayne 
God Knew Her Name, But Apparently Not Her Needl •••••••••••... 

................................................................................. Dec. p. 13 
Is Belief In a Six-Day Creation Apostasy? ................ Oct. p. 14 
Southam Baptist Woes ............................................... Apr. p. 19 
The Confession of an Atheist ..................................... June p. 8 

.Jarrett, Jeff W. 
Murmansk: White Unto Harvest ............................... June p. 11 
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Lewis, Eldon 
What Mormons Say About Mormonism •••••••••••••••••••• Aug. p. 17 

Lewis, Mark K. 
Into Before In ............................................................. Sept. p. 15 
Uberals Hate Christians ............................................ Mar. p. 19 
Prayer and the NIV ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•••••••• July p. 16 

Light, Jeremy 
The Cycle .................................................................. Sept. p. 13 

Light, Michael · 
Tradition or Truth? ..................................................... Mar. p. 17 

Lockwood, Bill 
Eco-Paganlsm ............................................................... July p. 6 
The Peril of Pentecostalism ......................................... May p. 6 
Elitism ............................................................................ Feb. p. 5 
Hating Jews ............................................................... June p. 12 
ParUal·blrth Infanticide ................................................. Jan. p. 9 
Secular Humanism ....................................................... Aug. p. 8 
The Religion of Evolution ............................................ Sept. p. 7 

McCord , Hugo 
The NIV In Psalm 51:5 .................................................. Apr. p. 8 
Amoral Commandments .............................................. Mar. p. 9 
Date Setting ................................................................ May p. 14 . 
What Does Jesus Mean to You? .............................. Feb. p. 18 

McDonald, Graham 
The Lord's Church In Cumbemauld, Scotiand ••••••••• Jan. p. 13 

Mclnteer, Jim Bill 
When I Call to Remembrance ................................... Feb. p. 19 

McNutt, J. A. 
Despising the House of God ....................................... Oct. p. 9 
Orderly House ............................................................. June p. 5 

Meador, Joseph D. 
a & A ••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jan. p. 26 
a & A ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feb. p. 28 
a & A ........................................................................... Mar. p. 26 
a & A ............................................................................ Apr. p. 28 
a & A ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• May p. 26 
a & A .......................................................................... June p. 26 
a & A •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• July p. 29 
a & A ........................................................................... Aug. p .. 27 
a & A ........................................................................... Oct. p. 26 
a & A .......................................................................... Dec. p. 26 

Mitchell, Lindell 
Cope-lng In Abilene ...................................................... Jan. p. 7 
I Thought ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Dec. p. 1 
One Another .................................................................. Apr. p. 6 
Senseless Strife ........................................................... Mar. p. 5 

Moffitt~ Jerry 
Is a Direct Operation of the Holy Spirit In Sanctification 

Fatal False Doctrine? ............................................. Sept. p. 10 
Spirituality and Fruits of the Spirit .............................. Feb. p. 21 
Take Charge ................................................................ July p. 18 
Why Not Usten? ........................................................... Nov. p. 6 

Moore, John E. II 
Goldilocks and the Preacher's Plight ........................ Aug. p. 12 

Moore, Kevin 
The Lord's Church In Wellington, New Zealand ••••••• Nov. p. 11 

Nichola, Tim 
Effects of the Holy Spirit's Indwelling ........................ Feb. p. 13 

Norman, Richard 
Preaching to Save ..................................................... Sept. p. 19 

Oliver, R. C. 
Many, But One .............................................................. Mar. p. 8 

Patterson, Noble 
Robert Herman Knox (1916 • 1997) .......................... July p. 15 

Pogue, Charles · 
· Enlightenment ............................................................... Feb. p. 8 

Pollard, Neal 
Stop Sign ..................................................................... Nov. p. 19 
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Potpourri .............................................................................. Jan. p. 23 
Potpourri .............................................................................. Feb. p. 25 
Potpourri ••• ; .......................................................................... Mar. p. 22 
Potpourri ............................................................................... Apr. p. 24 
Potpourri .............................................................................. May p. 23 
Potpourri ............................................................................. June p. 23 
Potpourri ............................................................................... July p. 24 
Potpourri •• ~ ........................................................................... Aug. p. 23 
Potpourri ............................................................................. Sept. p. 25 
Potpourri .............................................................................. Oct. p. 23 
Potpourri .............................................................................. Nov. p. 23 
Potpourri ............................................................................. Dec. p. 21 
Ruffner, Roelf L 

Half Birds ................................................................... Sept. p. 21 
Spiritual? ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Apr. p. 20 

Rutherford, Rod 
Our Father's Business ............................................... Aug. p. 11 
The Goal of Mission Work ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feb. p. 12 

Springer, Stephen B. 
Visions for the Future •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sept. p. 14 

Sullins, Jerry R. 
Zambia School of Biblical Studies ............................ Sept. p. 12 

Summers, William Russell 
Biblical Subjection of Christian Women ••••••••••••••••••••• Aug. p. 19 

Sunset and Evening Star, Joe Gilmore ........................ Nov. p. 22 
Swalq, Walter 

Characteristics of the Christian Faith ......................... Nov. p. 5 
Taylor, Irene C. 

Allegiance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Oct. p. 20 
Avoiding Sin ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• July p. 22 
Be Still and Know ........................................................ Jan. p. 21 
Disregard for What Ufe? ............................................. Apr. p. 22 
Do We Need What We Want? ................................... Aug. p. 22 
Give Them to the Lord .............................................. Dec. p. 20 
How Do I Love Thee? ............................................... Sept. p. 22 
I Have Been Young ................................................... Dec. p. 20 
I Was a Baby .............................................................. Feb. p. 24 
So You Don't Feel Goodl ........................................... June p. 22 
The •t• In Responsibility ............................................. Nov. p. 21 
Art of Forgiveness ..................................................... May p. 22 
When Shall I Teach My Children About God? .......... Mar. p. 20 

The Departure of Paul Kidwell Sr .................................. Feb. p. 18 
To Their Credit ................................ " ............................... Sept. p. 18 
Toreador - Shelly Debate on Unity .............................. Dec. p. 18 
Toreador-Shelly Debate .................................................. Nov. p. 15 
Toreador-Shelly Debate on Unity .................................. Oct. p. 16 
Toreador-Shelly Debate on Unity ................................. Sept. p. 16 
Trimble, Earl 

Neo-Jesus Movement ................................................. May p. 8 
TUcker, Paul M. 

Beyond the Horizon .................................................... Apr. p. 12 
Outreach Thrust of Crieve Hall Church of Christ •••• Mar. p. 13 

Vaughn, Paul 
The Church In Jackson, Kentucky ............................ July p. 11 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@republlc.net 

-England-
Cambridge- South Cambridge Church of Christ, 
253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanks, serving •tt: ·wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4~2.1; •• 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
313-5583 

-Alabama
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
178-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Craig Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-
9613; Bill Michael, local contact (510) 218-9592. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. 

Craig- Downtown ·ch~;ch of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arc~d!ll: f~ 34265 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lecant~ ~e; :.._ Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 

Gainesville- 39th. A~; Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. ..... 
jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 
682-3600. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 800-320-~'lao •• 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest 
LectUreship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1651 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Dnluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) ?~~-!~4, 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 141-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924· 
5300 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington-Sunny Vi;.; Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 156-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, Missoula -Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6321. Sun. 9:30, A s 0 6 

6 W d 7 30 
S. Higgins ve. un. 9:45, 1 :45 a.m., p.m., 

10:30 a.m., p.m., •• e.· •• : p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872); •••• 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0651, To~y. !'!l~iams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles '!~~ ~f.Mobile Hwy.) 

-Nebraska-
Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293· 
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
911-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 P·~· .'!e~~ Stilwell, minister. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210.F~.~ on Altadena Dr. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ~ 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Finn Foundation Lectureship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. . . . . . 
Visalia - West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah 
Hackworth, preacher. Home of Greater Visalia 
Firm Foundation Lectureship 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285) • . . . . . 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) ·476-2159, 
497-0240 

..... 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444 • ..... 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 818-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. ., .: 
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-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. HolM of Oklahoma 
c;,.y School o(Biblit:lll Stutlia, (405) 732-1050 or 
139-0705. 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 
Oldahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Creer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill, ~!~.t~. 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 A. M., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 
Mt. Juliet - The Viliag;; Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Robenson County 
Church of Christ 

U.S. Hwy. 41 north of Greenbrier, lN., between 
exits 98 and 108 off 1-65- 25 miles nonh of 
Nashville. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. Roy McConnell, evangelist. Call (615) 
859-3974, 643-0589, 643-1021, 643-9404. 
Sevierville - Scvie~ill; Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
am., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, •The Word of Life,'" KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 
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Baytown - Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
Burnet- Burnet Ch~;ch •of Christ, Hwy. 281 S, 
mail Rt. 2 Box 11F, 78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell 
Debo, min. Home of Central Texas Lectureship 

Denton-Pearl Stree~ Ch~r~h of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201.(817)387-353t.Sun9, 10a.m.,6p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 
Houston - Flectw~ Ch~ of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 
Hurst- Northeast C~;ch •of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs~ ~r~~c~er. 
Uvingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Lubbock - Southsid; Ch~rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy 
J. Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. 
Redwater- Church.C:fch;ist, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 
Richwood - Church ·of ·christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke-Church ofChrls~ Rusk &Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Abel 
Ortiz, preachers. (Services in English and Spanish.) 
San Antonio - She~~d~;h Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio- Nonh;r~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

Share 
sample copies 

oldie 
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wllh vour lrlends. 
1-888-367-6216 

Schertz- Church of Christ, SOt Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg-b~id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office) ..... 
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. . .... 
Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. *mileS. 1-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

- Washington -
Ol)'lllpia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbalce@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc- Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th St., 
54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, minister. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466. 

Sheridan - Northside• Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. 

'lbe Southside Church of Christ in Lubbock. 
Texas, is making Gordon Brewer, one of its 
ministers, available to congregations for 
meetings, interim preaching, or conducting 
the following workshops: 
1. Journeying with Those Who Grieve 

2. Growing a Local Congregation 
3.Making Worship Meaningful 
4. Holding Successful Home Bible Studies 
S. Understanding Angels 
6. The Godhead: Roles and Functions 
7. Before the I Do: Roles of Husband 

and Wife 

Brother Brewer briDgs over 40 yean cxperieaco 
-as preacher, missionary, and elder- to 
his task. We, the elders at Southside. believe 
he has the wisdom to help with problems 
that develop in local congregations. 

The only cost to your congr~gatlon u 
brother Brew~r's up~ns~s. 

Please call 
Gordon Brewer, (806) 745-4496 

The elden at Southside: 
Malcolm Young (806) 795-2640 

Dale Stone (806) 842-3422. 
Persoaa1 rcfereacea: 

Tommy Blcks (806) 798-1019 
B. A. (Buster) Dobbs (281) 469-3102 
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Preachers Wanted 
Sound doctrinal, energetic pulpit minister, age 
32 or up with degree and preferable a family, 
for a small town, friendly congregation of 280 
and growing. Large 3-BR home plus salary to be 
based on experience and education. Excellent 
elders, deacons, youth minister, and secretary in 
place. Send resume to liberty Church of Christ, 
3201 North Main, liberty, TX 77575. ATIN: 
Elders. (409) 336-2213. 

Wanted: Full-time evangelist to serve a bilingual 
congregation of 190 members. Ten years 
preaching experience and Spanish language skills 
desirable but not necessary. Building on 14 acres 
with a daycare center and a K-8 Christian school. 
Modern home and utilities provided. Not part 
of salary. Salary open. located in California's 
San Joaquin Valley, 1 'h hours south of 
Sacramento. Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ, 
1519 Tully Rd., Hughson, CA 95326. Attn. 
Elders. Call 0. Dean House (209) 883-0194 

Sound gospel preacher wanted. Congregation of 
80 members. No elders at this time. House and 
salary. Contact John R. Corlew, 911 So. 19th 
St. Terr., Blue Springs, MO 64015. (816) 229-
0857 

University Church of Christ, 11114 Spur 248, 
Tyler, TX 75707, (903) 566-0853, seeks youth 
minister. We are a congregation of over 300 
members who care deeply about our young 
people. We are looking for a very dedicated, 
Bible-centered, and energetic man to work with 
our youth and education department. Please send 
r6sum~ to the above address; attention Elders. 

For Sale 
POWER lectureship Books: Dangerous 'Isms 
(1997), The Two Covenants (1996), The Major 
Prophets (1995), The Providence of God (1989) 
$15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) $12.00. 
Order from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping &: handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/11 (1994)- $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translation (1995) -
$21.75. Balanced Christianity: Maintaining 
Biblical Balance (1997) $17.50. Postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach 
Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 696-
5532. 

Just published! Our Restoration Heritage, Vol. 
2, Reproducible Bible Class Book for Junior High 
through Adult: $10. louis Rushmore, Toll Free 
(888) 725-7883 or E-mail: Rushmore@weir.net 
or 4325 SE DR, Steubenville, OH 43953-3353. 

Richland Church of Christ needs sound gospel 
preacher. Opportunities for growth in area of 
240,000 unlimited. Mature man (SO+), doc
trinally sound, preaches truth in love, concerned 
about lost souls, good leadership qualities. Wife 
must be good Christian and helpmeet. Good 
salary and benefits including 3-BR home with 
basement, utilities provided. (814) 266-2840; 
(814) 288-4421; (814) 322-1127. Send r~sum~, 
references and/or video to Richland Church of 
Christ, 2783 Bedford St., Johnstown, PA 15904. 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of 
Christ, 11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or 
phone (303) 841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. "Back to the Bible• Correspondence Course. 

Comprehensive, 8 lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-551-8571 for 
details. Congregation of 17 adults, 11 children, in scenic 

Ouichita Mts., west central Arkansas needs full
time preacher. This is the first church of Christ 
in this farm community. Congregation full of love 
and zeal for the Lord. Mission-minded preachers 
encouraged to contact Robin ~ingleton (870) 326-
4668 or A. l. Banta (870) 326-4708; Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 155, Pencil Bluff, AR 71965. 

The Elizabethtown Church of Christ, 
Elizabethtown, KY, has an immediate opening. 
This position focuses on local evangelism 
primarily involving youth. This is a position for 
male candidates. Approximately 350 members in 
a town of 20,000. Send r~sum~ to Greg 
Treadway, P.O. Box 652, Elizabethtown, KY 
42702-0652. Email churchofchrist@kvnet.org. 

Minister wanted for small congregation, about 
30, in Interlachen, FL 3-br house (next to church 
building) and utilities provided, plus small salary. 
Call Thomas Topping, (904) 684-2824. 

Preacher wanted: Growing congregation of 85 
looking for a sound gospel preacher. Prefer a 
family man with at least S years experience, age 
30-SO. Salary negotiable. House provided. Send 
r~sum~ and cassette tape to Church of Christ, 
105 N. 6th East, Hubbard, TX 76648. Contact 
C.G. Scruggs (254) 576-2194 or Jack Wright (254) 
826-3683. 
Preacher wanted to work with a small self
supporting congregation located in suburb of 
Denver, CO. Requires someone mature and well 
grounded in God•s Word. Must have experience 
in personal work and pulpit speaking. Please 
send r&um~ with video or audio to Cherry Vista 
Church of Christ, 5305 So. Havana St., 
Englewood, CO 80111. Attn: Search Committee. 
Evenings call (303) 694-3429 or (303) 770-8459. 

Minister wanted: Country congregation of 35 
members, seeking a sound, experienced minister. 
Home, utilities and partial support provided. 
Contact Johnny Jordan (601) 267-9554 or Larry 
Newsom (601) 289-3945, Nile Church of Christ, 
RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, MS 39051. 

Associate Minister wanted (position available for 
Jan. 1, 1998) in St. louis area. Experience in 
campaigns and missions is desirable. 20-30 age, 
married man preferred. Salary negotiable. 
Responsible to elders but supervised by preacher. 
Send r~sum~ and video tape to Collinsville 
Church of Christ, 1400 Troy Rd., Collinsville, 
Il 62234. (618) 667-6708. 

A self supporting, conservative congregation of 
approximately 80 members located in the 
beautiful Piedmont area of North Carolina seeks 
a biblically sound evangelist committed to 
personal work and growth. Must be able to relate 
to all age groups. Three-bedroom home and 
utilities provided. Salary will be based upon 
experience and education. Send r~sum6 and video 
tape of recent Sunday morning sermon and 
introduction of family members to: Elders, 
Eastchester Church of Christ, c/o Jim Thompson, 
1124 Tabor Street, High Point NC 27262. 910-
885-6504 

Full-rime minister wanted for small congregation 
of about 60. Salary, house, and utilities provided. 
Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 269, 
Elba Al 36323 

"Seek and Ye Shall Find" 
The best opportunity rve found in 50 years 

to earn money and enjoy my work. 
Perhaps you can also. let's talk about it. 

Call free 1-800-708-6237. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We 
also buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about anending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

There is a preacher training school in Kiev, 
Ukraine. It is operated under the oversight of 
the Garmatna Church of Christ. It is a three 
year program. We ask you to consider sending 
your faithful men to us. We will do our best to 
train them and send them back as well grounded 
gospel preachers. Contact us by email at 
eburnette@aol.com Our phone in Kiev is 516 
8544. Ernest Burnette or Roger Campbell. 

Christian carctakcnlrerired couple needed for 2-
BR house located in NE Tennessee. mts., one 
mile for local church. Owners reside in Florida; 
need someone to love in home except for 4-S 
weeks per year. Caretakers may live in home for 
$50.00/month plus electricity bill in exchange 
for care of home and surrounding property. Must 
provide references. (352) 373-9745 if interested. 

Bible lnfonet 
http://WWW.blble-lnfonet.org/ 
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Does It MaHer What We Believe? 
By Phil Sanders 

We are living in a time of great religious con
fusion. There is a tension between the de
sire to have unity with our religious neigh

bors outside churches of Christ and our commitment 
to the final authority of the Word of God. For some 
the idea of "brotherhood" extends to anyone who 
professes a faith in God as Father and Jesus as Sav
ior. For them it does not matter that our neighbors 
hold views of gospel obedience that either ignores 
the clear teaching of the New Testament or contra
dicts it. Their desire not to offend but to embrace 
others has caused them to decide that what one be
lieves should not be a stumbling block to unity. 

One brother has proclaimed, "Jesus accepts all 
who come to the cross adding no other requirements 
save his sufficient sacrifice" (Max Lucado in his 
Promise Keepers speech in Washington D.C. on Oct. 
4, 1997). When I read this unembellished statement 
about coming to the cross, I wondered what this 
meant. Spoken to a group of men who had all kinds 
of views about what gospel obedience is the declara
tion seemed to create more confusion than under
standing. The predominant view of that multitude is 
that acceptance of the Lord at the cross means re
pentance, faith, confession and prayer (Based on of
ficial statements of the Promise Keepers. See Seven 
Promises of a Promise Keeper, Colorado Springs, 
Co.; Focus on the Family Publishing, 1994, p. 10). 
While the men at that event would consider "come to 
the cross" to include the necessity of believing in 
Jesus, there would be a variety of views on the neces-

sity of repentance and baptism. Further, there would 
be a divergent view of what constituted baptism and 
when one would be baptized. Such a vague statement 
as "come to the cross," made to this widely divergent 
audience from many denominational churches, 
would likely embrace all the multiple beliefs of that 
audience. Each listener could read into the phrase 
"come to the cross" whatever view of the gospel he 
brought to the speech at the start. Such a phrase was 
not designed to disturb anyone's beliefs or to explain 
the truth; it was designed to leave common beliefs in 
place. Every man who left felt that his beliefs were 
true and that everyone else's beliefs were true as 
well. Their great desire for unity led them to state
ments in which every belief could be right. It did not 
matter what they believed. 

There is a great desire for unity at this time, which 
we applaud. Some "unity," however, is far different 
from that envisioned by the Restoration leaders of the 
nineteenth century. They sought for unity by looking 
to the teaching of Jesus in the New Testament. They 
believed this teaching was an eternal covenant to be 
obeyed in all generations and in all cultures. They 
looked to the Word as the one sure source of truth and 
authority for all that we do and practice. Their motto, 
"We speak where the Bible speaks, and we are silent 
where the Bible is silent," was a commitment to a 
hermeneutic where the Word of God itself was the 
only standard of faith and practice. They believed that 
there truly was one Lord, one faith, one baptism and 
one gospel. For them truth was discernible, and they 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Strength and Wisdom 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

At the same time that we are earnest to explore 
and learn all things, we require that all things be 
mysterious and unexplorable. · 

(Henry David Thoreau) 

We should want to know and under 
stand the word of God and have 
strength to obey that word. Mystics 

say that the mere outward presentation of re
vealed truth does not suffice, and there is a need 
for an inward supernatural teaching of the Spirit, or spiritual illu
mination, allowing one to know the excellence of what is objec
tively revealed in the Bible. They also think the outward things of 
the revealed word can be gleaned through ordinary study, but the 
deep mysteries of revelation can only be acquired by direct action 
of the Holy Spirit. 

This produces elitism with its special treatment and perceived 
superiority. To prove their proposition some Mystics say that James 
commands us to pray for wisdom and Paul prayed that the Ephesians 
would be "strengthened with power by his spirit in the inward man." 
The view is fortified by questions like, May a Christian learn as 
much from studying the Bible without prayer as he can by studying 
the Bible with prayer? Does payer have nothing to do with the 
Christians level of understanding the Bible? Is it wrong for a Chris
tian to pray for a better understanding of the Scriptures? 

If a special insight, not given to the ordinary student of the 
Bible, comes only by a direct transfusion of wisdom, then this 
more perfect understanding cannot be taught. Like power over 
some malignant spirits this kind comes only "by fasting and 
prayer." If that is true, it is a waste of breath and ink to talk about 
it or attempt to communicate it. The advocate of this view should 
recommend study and prayer and then hush. 

Instead of silence, however, we hear a mighty gushing of many 
words in a vain attempt to transmit the "mysterious and 
unexplorable., We cannot fathom the unfathomable. Paul said, 
"Behold I tell you a mystery," but here is a mystery that cannot be 
told. If it could be put in words then the words of the Bible would 
be enough to make us perfect (See 2 Tim. 3: 16-17). If it cannot be 
put in words, then the proponents of the view should favor the rest 
of us by granting the quiet of profound silence. If they are right, this 
is the only intelligent course and the correct technique. If they keep 
talking about what no one can understand from words, then they 
contradict themselves. Their acts belie their claim. 



Let us examine the two passages that are often cited by the 
advocates of direct transmission of wisdom and strength. 

Wisdom 

"But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth 
to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him" 
Games 1:5). 

The question is not, Do we get wisdom as a result of prayer? 
The inspired James says we do. The question is how does the wis
dom we pray for come to us? Does wisdom come by prayer and 
prayer alone? 

Jesus taught us to pray for our daily bread (Matt. 6:11). Does 
daily bread come by prayer alone? Is daily bread given to those 
who do not pray? We repeat the questions asked before with refer
ence to wisdom and apply them to daily bread. May a person have 
as much daily bread by working without prayer as he can by work
ing with prayer? Does prayer have nothing to do with a Christian 
receiving daily bread? Is it wrong for a Christian to pray for daily 
bread? 

We pray for bread, and then earn our it by the sweat of our 
face. If a person prays for daily bread but refuses to work, should 
he eat? Paul wrote, "If a man won't work, neither let him eat" (2 
Thess. 3:1 0). He also said, "For we hear of some that walk among 
you disorderly, that work not at all, but are busybodies. Now them 
that are such we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread" (2 Thess. 
3:11-12). 

Paul neither denies the validity of prayer nor contradicts the 
teaching of Jesus. lt_is undeniably true that atheists who do not 
pray (some of them curse God to his face) still have bread on their 
tables. Whence cometh the bread on an atheist's table? 

Is prayer for bread without value and power? Of course not! 
Still, it is true that the prayer less have as much bread as the prayer
ful. Your Father who is in heaven "maketh his sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust." The 
one who prays receives bread and the one who prays not also re
ceives bread, just as they both receive rain and sunshine. 

Prayer without work brings starvation. Prayer with work brings 
bread. Work without prayer also brings bread. The difference is not 
in having or not having bread, but in recognizing and honoring or 
denying and dishonoring the blessed giver of that bread. 

Now, let's apply this lesson to wisdom. Prayer for wisdom, 
without study, brings nothing. Prayer with study brings wisdom. 
Study without prayer also brings wisdom. The difference is not in 
having or not having wisdom, but in recognizing and honoring or 
denying and dishonoring the blessed giver of wisdom. 

Wisdom is offered to everyone. She cries "aloud in the street" 
and utters her voice "in the broad places" (Prov. 1 :20). Wisdom 
comes in words (Prov. 1:23, 30). Wisdom is the result of listening 
to counsel and hearing reproof (Prov. 1 :25). It is possible to heark
en to wisdom (Prov. 1:33 ). We can receive the words of wisdom 
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and lay up wisdom's commandments; incline our ear 
to wisdom and apply our heart to understanding 
(Prov. 2:1-2). The wisdom Jehovah gives comes out 
of his mouth in knowledge and understanding (Prov. 
2:6). 

It is true that some wisdom is peaceable and good 
and some wisdom is worldly and bad. The good kind 
comes from God. It is expressed in his written word 
and can be learned as a result of study. It follows that 
any open-minded person who applies himself to an 
examination of divine revelation and reflects on its 
message will receive its store of wisdom. The person 
who does this with prayer honors the God who au
thors the wisdom. The person who does this without 
prayer gets the wisdom but does not honor its giver. 

Strength 
Paul prayed for the saints in Ephesus that God "would 
grant you, according to the riches of his glory, that ye 
may be strengthened with power through his Spirit in 
the inward man" (Eph. 3:16). This tells us that 
strength comes to the faithful child of God, but does 
not say how it comes. The context will reveal what 
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brings the strength. The Ephesians had "heard of the 
dispensation of that grace of God which was given me 
to you-ward" (Eph. 3 :2). They knew "how that by 
revelation was made known unto me [Paul] the mys
tery, as I wrote before in few words" (Eph 3:3). By 
reading they would understand (Eph. 3:4 ). The mani
fold wisdom of God is made known through the 
church (Eph. 3:10). Because of this we have boldness 
and access (Eph. 3: 12). Paul prayed they would be 
"strengthened with power through his Spirit in the 
inward man" and "that Christ may dwell in your heart 
through faith" (Eph. 3:16-17). Faith comes by hearing 
the word of God (Rom. 10:17). Paul expected the 
Ephesian saints to "be strong in the Lord, and in the 
strength of his might" (Eph 6:10-11). This was to be 
accomplished by putting "on the whole armor of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil" (Eph. 6:11). 

The apostle emphasized the importance of the 
Scriptures. He understood that by hearing, receiving 
words, knowing, understanding, and applying the 
teaching he gave they would receive strength in the 
inner self. 

God's divine power grants to us "all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowl
edge of him that called us by his own glory and vir
tue" (2 Pet 1:3). It is through Bible knowledge that 
we gain all things that belong to life and godliness. 

Being strong in the Lord "and in the strength of 
his might" involves putting "on the whole armor of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil" (Eph 6:10-11). This is something we do 
and not something that is done to us. 

Strength and wisdom come through eyes and 
ears. David pronounced a blessing on the person 
who delights in God's law, and meditates on that law 
day and night (Psa. 1 :2) . 

Quandary 

If it is true that the Holy Spirit living in the saint en
lightens and empowers directly, then the person so 
blessed will have infallible understanding and perfect 
wisdom and will be sinless. If this is not true, then 
the Holy Spirit misfired. If it is true, then we have a 
person whose wisdom is unassailable and whose per
formance is flawless. His perception of divine truth 
is unbeatable and his ability to obey is unfailing. 

Still, John says, "If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us" 
(1 John 1:10). This is a serious problem. If wisdom 
and strength come by direct infusion from the Holy 



Spirit, it must be perfect, for the Holy Spirit is God 
and can do nothing that is less than very good. It 
would be impossible for one fortified and instructed 
by God the Holy Spirit to be wanting in wisdom and 
lacking in strength. With all the power of the Spirit at 
his command, the child of God must still confess sin, 
or be counted a liar who is without the word of God. 

Solution 
The answer is to acknowledge that the Spirit, in 
imparting wisdom and strength, works only through 
the medium of his sword, which is the word of 
God (Eph. 6: 17). Humans by their natural powers 
have the ability to obey that word, or to thrust it 
from them. Mortals can, like the Grecian Jews in 
Stephen's audience, "resist the Holy Spirit" by re
sisting words (Acts 7:51).' 

If we are taught and empowered by the electrify
ing, sensational, awesome power of the Holy Spirit 
working directly upon our human spirit, then we 
cannot fail. But we do fail (1 John 1: 1 0). That leaves 
the conclusion that the Holy Spirit does not work 
immediately on the naked soul of man, but operates 
through medium. Wisdom and strength come not di
rectly, but indirectly, not immediately, but mediately. 
God does not overwhelm and compel us. He reasons 
with us and calls upon us to use our natural strength 
to obey and follow him (See 1 Cor. 10:13). 

The Bible is not an encrypted message that must 
be existentially extracted. It is plain and can be un
derstood. It is not, as some say, a word that allows 
the alien to read and understand what he must do to 
be saved, but that is cloudy to the child of God and 
must be decoded for his full understanding. What 
Moses said of the Sinai revelation is also true of the 
New Covenant. 

For this commandment which I command thee 
this day, it is not too hard for thee, neither is it 
far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest 
say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and 
bring it unto us, and make us to hear it, that we 
may do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that 
thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea 
for us, and bring it unto us, and make us to 
hear it, that we may do it? But the word is very 
nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, 
that thou mayest do it (Deut 30:11-14). 

Liberals prefer listening to an imagined still, 
small voice rather than study and learn from revela
tion. They set aside the word of God in favor of an 
internal longing that they groundlessly interpret to 
be the work of the Holy Spirit. The liberal bent is to 

downgrade the importance and power of the re
vealed word. We must avoid this tragic mistake. 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profit
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness. That 
the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work (2 Tim 3:16-
17). 

Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; see
ing that his divine power hath granted unto us 
all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that called us by 
his own glory and virtue" (2 Pet 1 :2-3 ). 

For this cause I also, having heard of the 
faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you, and 
the love which ye show toward all the saints, 
cease not to give thanks for you, making men
tion of you in my prayers; that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
unto you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him; having the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what 
the exceeding greatness of his power to us
ward who believe, according to that working of 
the strength of his might (Eph 1:15-19). 

The Word of God is adequate and sufficient of it
self, without any added luster, to make the child of 
God complete. Peter taught that through the knowl
edge of Christ we have all things that pertain to life 
and godliness. Paul wrote words to the Ephesians so 
they, in reading and studying the words, would have 
enlightened eyes and hearts that understand, and 
know the exceeding greatness of the power of God. 
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Does It MaHer What We Believe? 
(continurdfrompage 1) 

determined to find that singular truth and leave error. 
They called for men to leave their human denomina
tions and human creeds behind and unite under the 
teaching of Jesus Christ. 

The unity sought for in our time is a different kind 
of unity. Having accepted the wrongheaded notion 
that doctrine can only bring division, they have sought 
a unity based on pluralism. Religious pluralism within 
Christianity is the recognition of competing, alterna
tive, conflicting theologies and the belief that such a 
state of affairs is acceptable to God and healthy G. I. 
Packer, Introduction in the Best of Theology, Carol 
Stream, III; Christianity Today, 1987, vol 1, p. 15). 
The present mindset desires a unity but with compro
mised convictions. Believe what you will but accept 
everyone else's beliefs as well. Unlike the restoration 
leaders, they argue that God approves of denomina
tionalism, and the competition between church the
ologies is healthy. 

The religious pluralism of our day suggests that 
everyone is right and there is no such thing as heresy. 
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Pluralists have jettisoned the notion of objective truth 
in favor of the subjective. They have abandoned the 
absolutes in favor of the relative. For them settled 
truth in the heavens is not attainable in the matters 
where there is disagreement. They speak their convic
tions with a retractable uncertainty. They willingly 
express their views only to take them back in the pres
ence of anyone who disagrees. Their commitment to 
unity is one that honors getting along with a brother 
before commitment to the clear statements of Scrip
ture. They are willing to sacrifice the one faith and the 
one baptism to avoid being labeled as arrogant and 
narrow. They have sought an inclusion that dismisses 
the rigid patterns of the New Testament for a loose 
acceptance of nearly any view. Leaving behind the 
doctrine of baptism for the forgiveness of sins, these 
progressives have included as brothers in Christ: (1) 
those who have not been immersed, and (2) those who 
have been baptized but deny that baptism is for the 
remission of sins. As progressive inclusivists, they 
have broadened the gospel so as to accept anyone who 
calls God, "Father" and Jesus, "Savior." 

The progressive inclusivists' assumption that 
unity cannot be achieved by doctrine is at great vari
ance with the basic assumptions of the New Testa
ment. While the New Testament acknowledges that 
there will be "false teachers" (See Matt. 7:15-21; 
Acts 20:28-32; 1 Tim. 4 :1; 2 Tim. 4:1-5; 2 Peter 2:1-
3 ). The suggestion that people cannot believe alike or 
that the New Testament necessarily leads people to 
contradictory positions is untenable. The fact is that 
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there are many, commonly accepted truths. In the 
moral realm, no rational person would argue for the 
goodness of raping a child; cowardice is not a virtue; 
and marrying one's mother is considered a disgrace. 
Anyone who has made even a simple study of the 
Bible would affirm that God is a person, that heaven 
and hell are separate places that Jesus died for our 
sins. We know these things by the teaching of Jesus 
Christ. We believe them because we regard that 
teaching as true. Why is it, that if we can know these 
truths, we cannot know other truths? The Bible itself 
proclaims that it can be comprehended (See Deut. 
30:11-14; Luke 1:1-4; Eph 3:2-6). What kind of God 
gives a revelation that He does not want His people 
to understand? What kind of God proclaims that His 
incomprehensible teaching will be the basis of an 
eternal judgment? Such assertions suggest that God 
is either absurd or a monster. 

Another serious problem with the pluralistic 
unity of our time is that it listens selectively to the 
voice of God. It has decided that when people dis
agree, that everyone's view is acceptable. It suggests 
that God should not be consulted as the final author
ity to settle the matter. Since we do not wish to of-

fend our brother, we will pretend that God has not 
spoken on the matter, that God has spoken multiple 
things from which we may choose, or that God has 
spoken in such a way that we are uncertain of His 
will. By this means, we do not have to say that anyone 
may come short of the grace of God. If we say that 
God has spoken finally, we must make judgments of 
right and wrong. Progressive inclusivists would 

. rather leave the gospel in a realm of uncertainty, so 
that they may avoid the charge of being unloving or 
narrow. By doing so, they silence God to keep peace. 
The tragic thing is that such a view leaves people 
with half-truths and false hope. The Lordship of 
Jesus is challenged when one approves the heresy He 
condemns. It is a great presumption to edit God's 
Word so as to permit a unity of pluralism. The resto
ration leaders of the last century understood that 
truth; that is why they rejected denominationalism. 
It is tragic that some have so quickly abandoned that 
dream to return to a compromised confusion. It is 
even more tragic that somehow God's voice is si
lenced and his Lordship ignored for the pursuit of 
unity. 8221 Concord Rd. 

Brentwood, 1N 37027 
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''Contad'' 
A Propaganda Produdion 

By Bruce A. Reichel 

The movie "Contact" is playing in theatres all 
over the country this summer, and the indica
tions are that millions of people will see flock 

to see it. The story comes from Dr. Carl Sagan, the 
famed astronomer from Cornell University who, until 
his death from cancer in December of 1996, had de
voted his life to discovering both the origin and 
the destiny of mankind. Due to his staunch atheistic 
bias, he ignored the most dynamic, convincing and ob
vious evidence from his own field - that of science. 
"For the invisible things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so 
that they are without excuse'' (Rom 1:20). 

At one point in the movie, Ellie, the main charac-

ter, (who is an atheistic scientist looking for intelli
gent life elsewhere in the universe), asks a friend 
why, if there is a God, would he create this gigantic 
universe and leave no evidence of Himself behind. 
Ellie apparently is as blind, philosophically speaking,· 
as was her creator, Dr. Sagan. 

"The Cosmos is all that is or ever was or ever will 
be." This is the opening line in Sagan's critically ac
claimed 1980 volume titled, Cosmos. The TV series 
of the same name served to both popularize Sagan, 
and legitimize evolution among the public and media. 

It is ironic and all too typical that this highly intel
ligent and resourceful scientist accepted a flawed 
theory of origins; a theory that is contradictory to 
many of the scientific disciplines in which he was well 
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trained and well versed. Paul warned us that there 
would always be among us some who think their own 
intelligence and learning is great as to render a Cre
ator God unnecessary. "Because that, when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations and 
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing them
~elves to be wise, they became fools" (Rom. 1:21-22). 
, Consider for a moment a thimble-full of the sci
entific evidence ignored by Dr. Sagan: 

The law of Biogenesis states that life comes only 
from life, and always life after its own kind. The 
laws of genetics further define the parameters 
regarding the limitations of heredity in passing 
on physical characteristics to descendants. 

The concepts of biogenesis, genetics and hered
ity were first expounded upon not by Mendel, Dar
win or even the great Greek scholars. '~nd God said, 
Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, 
and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind who seed 
is in itself upon the earth: and it was so,, (Gen. 1: 11 ). 

Moses produced these words long before cells, 
amino acids, proteins, DNA, molecules or any of the 
marvelous invisible wonders of life were even con
templated, much less discovered. 

The phrases "after his kind" and "after their 
kind,, are used no less than ten times in the first 
chapter of Genesis. Moses may not have been age
neticist or even a scientist as they are recognized to
day. He was, however, provided with scientifically 
accurate information by the Holy Spirit. 

God gave us the broad outline of creation through 
the pen of Moses almost four thousand years ago. "In 
the beginning God created the heaven and the earth" 
(Gen. 1:1). 

Having established the rather broad and general 
description of his creation, God expects us to study, 
search, dig, experiment, and scrutinize the universe. 
We must, however, be mindful that he is not only the 
source of the creation, but the source of all learning 
and wisdom as well. Many learned men and women 
have, as Paul says in Romans, "become fools,, because 
they reject the very idea of a master designer. They 
choose to ignore the writer of Proverbs, who realized, 
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fools despise wisdom and instruction" (Prov 1: 7). 

God cannot be pleased with the one and only 
creature he made in his own image, (Gen. 1 27), at
tempting to deny the rightful place of his very own 
Creator. "The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament showeth his handiwork" (Psa. 19:1). 
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The law of Cause and Effect holds that every ef
fect must have not only a cause, but also an ad
equate cause. 

Eventually the Big Bang will probably go the way 
of the Steady-State theory and other flawed and failed 
naturalistic explanations for the universe. Assume, 
for the sake of argument, that the Big Bang is plausible. 
Here is the associated conundrum. The Big Bang was 
not a cause, but an effect. What was the adequate 
cause; where did the original matter come from? 

These two perplexing questions regarding the 
Big Bang are sometimes mentioned by scientists, but 
never seriously addressed, much less contemplated 
by evolutionists. They are diligently searching for an 
elusive set of natural laws, sometimes referred to as 
the Grand Unified Theory. This GUT will suppos
edly explain why the natural laws in effect now were 
suspended, one time only, to allow the naturalistic 
creation of the universe. Good luck! 

· The dilemma of contradicted natural laws at cre
ation is enough to confound the most learned, confi
dent scientists. Their honest quest for knowledge 
would be both encouraged and put into proper per
spective, were they to consider the plight of Job. He 
too was confronted with questions he found unfath
omable. "Where wast thou when I laid the foundations 
of the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding. Who 
hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or 
who hath stretched the line upon it?" Gob 38: 4-5). 

The first and second laws of Thermodynamics 
state that matter cannot be created or de
stroyed, and the natural world is inexorably 
rushing toward disorder and randomness. (En
tropy is in direct contradiction to the evolution
ary theory, which presupposes increasing order 
and complexity.) 

The laws of Thermodynamics must seem an al
most insurmountable obstacle to the honest scien
tist. The explanation that many proponents of evolu
tion employ revolves around defining the universe as 
an open system vs. a closed system. The point is a 
very specious one, and will not carry the day with ei
ther honest scientists or literal creation proponents. 

The Psalmist knew exactly in which direction 
both his God and the world were heading without 
every studying thermodynamic principle. "Of old 
hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the 
heavens are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, 
but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old 
like a garment; as the gesture shalt thou change them, 
and they shall be changed: But thou art the same, and 
thy years shall have no end" (Psa. 102:25-27). 



When convenient, however, the atheist will em
ploy whatever obfuscation is necessary. How do the 
evolutionists explain the "arrival" of morality, con
science, or for that matter human consciousness? 
What do secular scientists say about the total and 
complete absence of any transitional forms in the 
fossil record? Despite the discovery of over a quarter 
of a billion fossils during the last 13 decades since 
Darwin, not one has been identified as transitional 
from one species to another by a consensus of the 
scientific community. 

What about the laws of probability, which, when 
the odds are extrapolated by reputable mathemati
cians, show spontaneous generation to be an impos
sibility? Life from dirt and rocks simply cannot oc
cur, regardless of the time. period involved. The sci
entific evidence is overwhelming and plentiful for 
anyone willing to consider the repercussions of their 
honest conclusions. 

Dr. Sagan, admittedly a brilliant and talented man, 
devoted his entire life to science, peering through a 
telescope searching for evidence that was literally at 
his fingertips all the time. Ironically, Dr. Sagan was 
even on record as stating that, although he believed 
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extraterrestrial life was not only possible but also 
probable, he had seen no proof of such existence. 

He died late last year; presumably satisfied that 
verifiable proof of intelligent life in outer space still 
does not exist. The only verifiable, undeniable life in 
the universe is right here, on his own planet Earth. 

Dr. Sagan and so many of his peers in the scien
tific community are, as Paul stated in Romans, "with
out excuse." They simply refuse to acknowledge and 
humble themselves before their Creator God. "The 
lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughti
ness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day'' (lsa 2: 11). 

For decades Dr. Sagan touched, breathed, tasted, 
smelled, heard, walked upon, and otherwise observed 
with his keen, God-given intellect, the proof and only 
reasonable explanation for his own existence. There 
it was at his doorstep all along. Alas he, who was given 
so much intelligence, talent, and evidence by God, will 
stand before his Creator, having denied his very exist~ 
ence! "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God'' 
(Psa. 14:1). 
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A Worker for the Lord 
By Roelf L. Ruffner 

Often we see tributes to dear, departed breth
ren who had a great influence upon the 
brotherhood. This is biblical as the early 

church made "great lamentation" over the body of 
Stephen (Acts 8:2). But what about the faithful 
brother or sister who never wrote a book or preached 
a sermon, yet were faithful to the Lord and made a 
great impression upon many lives? "Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, 
saith, the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; 
and their works do follow them" (Rev. 14:13). 

On October 7, 1997, Faye Henderson passed 
from this life in Midland, Texas, where she was a 
member of the Westside Church of Christ. She had 
lived for many years in Jal, New Mexico, where she 
was the building custodian for the church. I owe sis
ter Faye a lot. She taught me the value of truth. She 
and her husband, Phil, had searched for years for a 
church that taught the truth of the Bible. She said 
that when she was baptized in the church of Christ 
(she had been immersed previously in the Christian 
Church) she knew she was now a Christian and not 
just a member of a denomination. She loved New 
Testament Christianity to her dying day. 

She taught me the value of work. As a custodian 
she kept the church building and classrooms im
maculate. When I was a teenager I worked for her. I 
remember distinctly how we would rub down the 
pews twice a year with lemon oil. Sometimes I had to 
"redo" a sloppy job. Twice a year we would "strip" 
the wax off all the floors in the building, even under 
the pews. She patiently showed me how work was a 
service to God. ·~d whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men" (Col. 3:23). 

She taught me the value of serving others. For 
years she taught a children's Bible class. Often she 
would stay up until the wee hours of the morning 
drawing (she was an artist), cutting and pasting 
things for her students as well as for other classes. 
She often baked birthday cakes for underprivileged 
children. For many years she helped take care of her 
mentally retarded grandson. She showed love and 
patience with him. Her hope was that someday he 
would be able to help her with her work. Unfortu-
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nately, this was not to be. "He that is greatest among 
you shall be your servant" (Matt. 23: 11). 

I last saw sister Faye at a gospel meeting in Jal 
last year. She had traveled far and was only able to 
get about on a walker in pain but she came to hear 
me speak. She encouraged me to remain faithful to 
the Lord in my work. As I sit here in my study sur
rounded by religious books and commentaries I can 
think of no better example of human sacrifice and 
faithfulness than this dear Christian lady. If the Lord 
only had more workers in his kingdom such as she, 
how blessed we would all be! "We must work the 
works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night 
cometh when no man can work" (ASV John 9:4). 
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Free, Yet Under Law to Christ 
By J. A. McNutt 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty where 
with Christ has made us free, and be 
not entangled again with the yoke of 

bondage (Gal. 5:1). 

Paul addressed these words of warning to Jewish 
Christians, who having been delivered and thus made 
free from the "yoke of bondage" are in danger of for
saking Christ and falling from grace (Gal. 5:2-4). 
Such a tragic mistake would result in Christ becom
ing "of no effect unto you." He had already said "but 
that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God 
is evident: for, the just shall live by faith" (Gal. 3: 11). 
"But before faith came, we were kept under the law, 
shut up unto the fai th, which should afterwards be 
revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster 
to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith, but after faith is come, we are no longer under 
a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 
3:23-27). Paul marveled that they had so soon been 
deceived and persuaded by false teachers to revert to 
Judaism and forsake their Lord. 

Paul strongly contends for the liberty of these 
Jewish Christians, from all the restrictions of the 
Mosaic Law, or yoke of bondage. They are not bound 
by its precepts, or subject to its ceremonies, or wor
ship services. He speaks of these teachers as "false 
brethren" who were trying to lead Christians back 
under the "yoke of bondage" and he refused to be 
bound by their decrees, lest the "truth of the gospel" 
should cease to exist (Gal. 2:4-5). No one today has a 
right to bind Sabbath keeping or other requirements 
of the Mosaic Law upon Christians. 

Dead to Law, Married to Christ 

Open your Bible and read Romans 7:1-7 and you will 
find that the apostle Paul uses the bond of marriage 
and how death dissolves this union, to teach that 
Christians have been set free from the bondage of 
the Old Testament law. First, he uses the obligation 
of a wife to her husband as long as he lives, but if he 
should die she is free to be married to another man. 
If her first husband dies and she should marry again, 

she will not be regarded as an adulteress because 
death has broken that first marriage covenant and 
she is free to be married to another. Based upon this 
analogy, Paul boldly states that Christians are dead to 
the law of Moses. 

Our Seventh Day Adventist friends make an un
warranted division of the law, saying that we are dead 
to the ceremonial law, but still bound to observe the 
ten commandments and especially the command to 
keep the Sabbath. The question arises, to what law 
did Paul declare that Christians are dead? He leaves 
no doubt as to the law of which he is speaking. He 
clearly indicates in Romans 7:7 it is the Law that 
says, "thou shalt not covet" which is one of the ten 
commandments. Now another question occurs, 
since we are dead to the law, which says "thou shalt 
not covet, steal, commit adultery or kill, are we left 
without any prohibition against such sins? Not at all, 
because these commandments are restated in the law 
of Christ and given a more spiritual application. For 
example, the lust or desire to commit adultery is for
bidden (Matt. 5:27 -28), and Christ forbids the anger 
that would prompt man to kill his fellowman (Matt. 
5 :21-22). Let it also be recognized that the command 
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to keep the Sabbath is not repeated in the New Cov
enant, but we are given a new day to observe, the 
Lord's day, not the seventh but the first day of the 
week (Acts 20:7; Rev. 1:9-10). 

What law Will Judge Us? 
The Christian is not to be judged with respect to 
Jewish feast days, eating of meats, the new moon, or 
sabbath days, "which are a shadow of things to come, 
but the body is of Christ" (Col. 2:16-17). As Chris
tians, let us "stand free in the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage" (Gal. 5: 1). Christians en
joy liberty, but they are not libertines. They rejoice in 
their freedom, but they are never free to sin. Our 
God-given liberties are circumscribed by the gospel 
of Christ. Paul affirms that "being not without law to 
God, but under the law to Christ" (1 Cor. 9:21). 

In these days when men cry, "Give us liberty," they 
really mean, "Give us license to do as we please." 
"Give us what we want," not what God wants. "One 
can never be sure that the common man can under
stand and know the will of God anyway," they say. 
Compromise is in, conviction is out. Speaking against 
false teaching is unloving, unkind. What is right for 
you, may not be right for me. Some of our 
pseudo-intellectuals tell us that they are certain that 
we cannot be certain that we have the truth. We won
der how they can be so certain? James speaking by 
divine inspiration, seemed certain that there is a "per
fect law of liberty" Games 1 :25) and that we ought to 
speak and act as those who will be judged by that law 
Games 2: 12). 

Judgment day is coming. We are warned "that 
there shall come in the last days scoffers walking af
ter their own lusts and saying, where is the promise 
of his coming?" The great question is: Will we be 
ready when he comes? 2426 Lacosta Dr. 
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The books of The Annual Denton Lectures are known and ac

claimed around the world by serious Bible students for their loyalty 
to the Scriptures and for their many helpful and practical features. 
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produces when faithfully taught. The result of their work will help 
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volume to your collection of books on Ephesians! 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

Southern Africa Bible School 
By E. Claude Gardner 

After serving as a visiting lecturer and lecture 
ship speaker at the Southern Africa Bible 
School (SABS) in September 1997, 1 am 

pleased to report on its progress and recommend its 
good work. It is located in Benoni, a city of over 
200,000. For sometime I have known of AI ]. Horne, 
Director, but after the visit I appreciate him even 
more. For over 30 years he has built with the help of 
the Lord a strong, sound school for training preach
ers and teachers. Although it is small it has had a 
positive impact in the Johannesburg area and 
throughout Africa. Hundreds of alumni are leaders 
in the church far and near. 

AI J. Horne, a native of Port Elizabeth, S.A. was 
the first convert in that city in 1952. He graduated as 
an honor student with B.A. and M.A. degrees from 
Abilene Christian University. He has done post 
graduate work at the University of S.A. and doctoral 
studies in the University of Witwatersand. From 
1959-64 he and his wife, Donna, did mission work in 
Tanzania. Beginning in 1965 and to the present he 
has preached for the Benoni church. Since 1975 he 
has also served as an elder of this congregation which 
has about 350 in attendance. Donna, an honor stu
dent from ACU, has been secretary to the director 
since 1979. She also teaches the wives and young la
dies. She has written an interesting book, Meanwhile 
Back In The Jungle. 

After some training classes were taught in the 
Benoni church building in 1966, the SABS officially 
began in a home in January 1967 with three students 
and three teachers. The next term it had 15 students. 
Classes were taught at a site where two farmhouses 
were used for students and classes. In 1971 it moved 
to another location into a new building. This building 
is now the library which has 2600 volumes. The first 
graduates were in 1969. In December 1997 seven 
will graduate. Property was acquired in Cloverdine 
and in 1995 a beautiful complex of 27,000 square 
feet was opened. It has classrooms, an auditorium, a 
professionally equipped kitchen, administrative of
fices and dormitories. The campus has 22 acres. Re-

cently the school acquired a small 
adjoining farm which will enable the 
school to grow vegetables for the 
students. 

The primary objective of the 
school is "to train gospel preachers, 
teachers, ministers and/or evange
lists ... and to provide capable lead- __,...__.. ... 
ership for S.A." The "teaching and Rod Rutherford 

practice" must "conform to the Bible as the inspired 
word of God." All board members, administrators 
and faculty must be "faithful Christians in good 
standing with their respective congregations." In ad
dition to the regular facu lty visiting lecturers are in
vited to teach. 

At this time 3 7 are enrolled and 8 of these are 
women. They are required to attend a morning daily 
chapel and the classes last until 1 p.m. They then en
gage in various campus chores and they are expected 
to study 6-9 hours daily. I found the students with a 
good understanding of the Bible. I gave them a gen
eral Bible survey test and the scores were very high. 

A curriculum is organized so that a student may go 
one year to receive a Certificate of Achievement two 
years a Lower Diploma of Theology three years a 
Higher Diploma of Theology . The graduates of three 
years have the equivalent of 120 semester hours or a 
B.A. The graduates are able to transfer easily to ac
credited senior Christian universities in America. 

Students are not charged tuition . Funds for 
scholarships are raised from S.A. congregations and 
brethren from the U.S. The cost of the operation and 
scholarships are born by the Houston, Texas, Me
morial church and sister congregations and individu
als worldwide. 

Each year SA has a Bible Lectureship. Hundreds 
come from hundreds of miles away to enjoy the fel
lowship and uplifting Bible study. SABS is needed in 
S.A. as a blessing for training more servants for the 
kingdom of God. 372 Mill St. 

Henderson, TN 38340 
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Faulkner University 
199 8 Lectureship, M;lrch 8-11 , 1998 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8 
B:OOam .................... Why I Brlirl't' lnThrSa1•iour .............................. Jack Evans, Sr. 
9:00am .................... Why I Udit'I'C 'llcr Bible .......................................... Martel Pace 
I O:OOam .................. Why I Bcllrl'r In Ticr Saviour .............................. Jack Evans, Sr. 
7:00pm .................. Congrrgatioccal Singing ............................................ Mike Hom 
7:30pm .................... God Givr Us Chrlstianll omcs ............................ Jack Evans, Sr. 

MONDAY, MARCH 9 
8:00-B:<!Oam ............ In Tiu· Ut•glnning. God ........................................ Ralph Gilmore 
8:4 0·9:20Jm ........... .ln ·n cr lkglnnlng \\'as llct• Word .......................... Roger Johnson 
9:30·1 0: I Oam ......... .'llct• Comfoner.llcr lloly Spirit ...................... Kenneth Franklin 
I 0: I 0·1 O:SOarn ........ A L.1111 11 Unto My Frrt ............................................ Derrel Davis 
I 0: I 0·1 O:SOa rn ........ Li\DIES CLASS .............. Making a Difference: Margie Overton 
I I :00-1 I :JOam ........ IClli\I'El.) Choose Whom To Sm 'l' ........................ Handy Fowler 
II :30·12:55 pm ...... (Luuchc•ou: Uuivt•rsity Church AIIII!'X) 

"A Mt'IT)' llt•art Is A Good J\lrdicilw" .................... Basil Overton 
I: I 0·1 :S0111 11 ........... .Tht• Church ...................................................... Keillc Kasarjian 
I :50· 2:30pm ............ Cicooslug A Matr ................................................ Todd Clippard 
2:30-3:00pm .......... ll1c ~1clds An• \\'hitc ............................................ Richard llarp 
3: 15-•1:4 Spm ............ Pand: Furmau Kearley, Ccril ~l ay. Jr .. llardr man Nichols 
3: I 5·3:4 Spm ............ Establishiu)f lllhll' Authority ............................ Furman Kearley 
3:4 5·11 :11 S11111 ............ Qucslious i\uswrrcd By Panl'l 
5:00-6:•1 Spm ............ (Oi unrrl Sllvn Circle Hruniou 
6:J0-7:30pm ............ Civil l\ lghts: To Uelit'l'l' is tu r\chit'V!' ...................... Fred D. Gray 
7:00-7:20pm ............ Con)fn·gatioual Siuging ........................................ Byrou Benson 
7:30·8:3011111 ............ 11rlpiug Ymnh Survive aud Surcrrd .......................... ~lack Lyon 

TUESDAY, MARCH 1 0 

8:00-8:4 Oam ............ The Love Of God .................................................... James Moore 
8:40-9:20.cm ............ Ticc Death of Chris! .. ............................................ E.H. Brannan 
9:30-10: I Oarn .......... Tict• Spirit II rips Our lufinnitlrs .................... Wendell Winkler 
I 0: I 0·1 O:SOam ....... .l'rrach ll cc Word ............................................ Michael Shepherd 
I 0: I 0-1 0-50am ........ LADIES CLASS ...................... Purity of IIcari: Diet Iinde Spears 
I I :00·1 I :30am ........ ICIIAI'Ell llct• l\ tii'Cr Ofllcr lksurrrction .......... Ralph Gilmore 
11:30-12:S5pm ...... LADIES LUNCIIEON 
I I :J0-12:55pm ...... O.mccht•un:J. L. 1\•rry Caft•trrla) 

llappim•ss Guaramrcd ........................................ Charles White 
I: 10·1 :50pm ............ Li\DIES Cl.r\SS ................ Freedom in Christ: Diellindc Spears 
I: I 0-1 :SOpm ............ Prrarhiug t\ud Maki ngTt•uts .................................. Jerry Sparks 
i :50-2:30pm ............ llowTo lkarGood Childrrn .................................. Nick Stinnett 
2:30-3:00pm .......... l lcr Fil'lds Arr \\~citr ........................................ MatUccw Conley 
3: I S-4 :•1 Spm ............ l'aurl: Ct'Cil i\lay. Jr .. llardrmau Nichols. Furmau K1•a rley 
3: I S-3:4 S11111 ............ Somr Nerds OfTh<' Church .................................... Cecil ,\1ay, Jr. 
3:4 5·4 :•1 S1mc ............ Qut'Stinus i\usln·red By Panrl 
5:00·6:4 SiJ ITI ............ Dimn•r llouori ng Furmau Kcarlt•y 
6:30·7:30iJIII ............ Cil•il Rights: To Brllcvr is to Achit'l'l' ...................... Fred D. Gray 
7:00·7:20pm ............ Cougn·gacloual Singing .................................... ,\lark Yarbrough 
7:30·8:30(lm ............ God's Ot'Sigu For llusbauds and F.nhrrs ................ Dan Winkler 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11 

8:00-8:•1 Oam ............ The Justin• of God ............................................... ,John Vaughan 
8:·1 0-9:20,uu ............ Tht• Seroud Cnmlug of Christ .................................... lkl Dutton 
9:30·1 0: I Oam .......... Grin •t• Nut Thr lloly Spirit .................................... f'hj((ip JUnes 
I 0: I 0-1 0:50am ........ To Obc•y Is Brttl'rllcan Sacrificr ................................ Bob Clardy 
10: 10·1 0:50am ........ I.ADI ~:S CLASS .............................. A Life of Faith: Pa t Starling 
II :00·11 :30am ........ IChapel) ChallrugrTo You th .................................... Larry Acuff 
i I :30·12:55pm ...... (Luncheon: Uulvcrsity Church J\unex) 

.\lcmori!'S of 1\ly Father. Gus Nichols .................... f'lavil Nidcols 
I: I 0· 1 :SOpm ............ The Work OfTht• Church ...................... ............ Carlton Malone 
I :50·2:30pm ............ 8r Stmdfasl ...................................................... David Shannon 
2:30·2:•15pm ............ Thr Fil'lds Arr Whit<' .......................................... Charlie Boddy 
3:15 .. 1:4 Spm ............ l'am·l: ll.crdt·mau Nichols. Fuman Kearley. Cecil May. Jr. 
3: 15-3:-!Spm ............ Lrci Uy llcr lloly Spiril ................................. .llardcman Nichols 
3:-15 .. 1:4 Spm ............ Qurstlous t\ns1n'rt'fl By l'.cul'l 
5:00-6:4 Spm ............ Dium•r 
7:00-7:20pm ............ Cuugregatloual Siuging .................... ...................... Mclz Barnes 
7:30-8:30pm ............ l Will Nut Cc•asl' Tu l' ray ...................................... Charles llodgc 



Fixing Blame 
for the Divisions Among Us 

By J. E. Choate 

Only one fellowship existed at the turn of the 
century of the churches identified with the 
Stone-Campbell Restoration M ovement. 

The titles for this brotherhood used interchangeably 
were the Christian Church (Stone) and the Disciples 
of Christ (Campbell) . The title of church of Christ was 
used in a more general sense. Between 1906 and 1968, 
the titles would be attached to three distinct churches 
listed separately in the U.S. Religious Census. 

These facts are well known to Restoration histo
rians. However, few brothers and sisters who sit in 
the pews know these historical facts. The church 
identified with the Stone-Campbell Restoration 
Movement suffered two major divisions between 
1906 and 1968. The churches of Christ are now in 
the throes of facing their own major division being 
forced by "change agents." 

S.D.N. North, director of the 1906 Religious 
Census, concluded from his personal study that by the 
turn of the century the Christian Church and the 
Church of Christ formed two distinct, separate fel
lowships. In a letter to David Lipscomb in 1907, 
North asked David Lipscomb for a confirmation of his 
judgment. Lipscomb totally agreed with North. 

The next 50 years witnesses a bitter internecine 
struggle between the leaders of the Independent 
Christian Church and the liberal Disciples for control 
of the churches. The Independents adamantly refused 
to surrender the autonomy of the local churches to the 
control of the organized societies and conventions. 

The ultimate solution to the problem was the 1968 
Restructure when the liberal Disciples of Christ es
tablished by law the official denomination listed as the 
Disciple of Christ (Christian Church) thereafter in 
the U. S. Religious Census. The Independents as
sumed the compound title of Christian Church and 
Church of Christ. The traditional churches of Christ 
identified with David Lipscomb, Gospel Advocate, 
Firm Foundation, et a/ retained the singular title 
church of Christ. 

The traditional churches of Christ are now un
der sustained and abusive attacks from the post-

modern "change agents." The most obstreperous of 
the group starts with the "grand daddy" of the move
ment, Lynn Anderson and his "big sick denomina
tion," the postmodern Church of Christ. 

What Is Happening To Us? Is the tide of an article 
written by the postmodern seer and KCP like prophet, 
Joe Beam, who claims to understand the nature and 
causes for the dividing churches of Christ/Church of 
Christ. He sets up a paradigm to explain the causes 
resulting in the fractured divisions in churches/ 
Church of Christ. A parabolic picture of this is like the 
wily fox that entices the faithful family Fido to lead 
him on an inspection tour of the chicken yard. In the 
aftermath of all the "fuss and feathers," Fido learns 
that he has been had. 

Brown 
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Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

15 



Two years ago, Mac Lynn wrote two articles for 
the First Century Christian (How Badly Divided Are 
We?). He is a leading authority on the state of the 
churches of Christ today. His divisions fall along the 
classic lines from the "one cuppers" to the anti- insti
tutional brethren. However, this is not the kind of a 
divided brotherhood that Joe Beam has in mind. 

The paper of Joe Beam presumes to describe the 
fractured state of the divided churches of Christ in 
America. He sets up a model on a dining table by ar
ranging saucers, salt shakers, spoons, and forks 
around the table to illustrate the divisions plaguing 
the churches. Our postmodern brethren are now 
forced to admit that churches of Christ are travailing 
in the throes of a major agonizing division. 

Joe Beam is a professional advisor to corporate 
executives who sets up models to tell them what's 
happening to their businesses. Whatever his qualifi
cations are to address the causes for the church divi
sions are fuzzy, and not at all convincing. 

Joe Beam's Model 

The table arrangements are provided with names and 
explanatory commentary. Left Wing and Right Wing 
churches are pictured as two extremes. The Left 
Wing churches would embrace such innovative 
churches as Oak Hill, and the Woodmont Hills 
churches led by Max Lucado and Ruble Shelly. The 
Right Wing traditional churches, so says Joe Beam, 
follow doctrines and practices, which crystallized 
during the 1930s to 1950s. It is amazing that trusting 
brethren are buying into this either/or "junkyard the
ology" of Joe Beam, that is if they are. 

It is a correct assessment of Joe Beam who writes 
that the unique traditional churches of Christ make 
up the bulk of the churches of Christ today. We 
agree. And he claims affinity with these churches of 
Christ. Presumptuous arrogance! However, these 
are the churches that the "change agents" have in 
their sights. The "change agents" don't smell like 
sheep, but more like wet chicken feathers. 

(1) Exasperated: This group falls into the liberal 
category, according to Beam. This group today would 
be better described by dropping back forty years and 
more ago to pick up on the cult premillennialists, and 
the anti-institutional brethren. The most highly con
spicuous of the "antis" then were Leroy Garrett, 
Harold Hazelip, Mac Lynn, and Bill Humble. And 
today are the most highly profiled postmodern liber
als. They despised the conservative churches of 
Christ then and still do. 

16 ~~37ound!:/o~ 

These brethren were fed up with the traditional 
churches of Christ and wanted to leave them, but not 
to leave them alone. Their counterparts today are 
driven by societal and cultural considerations. The 
"change agents" mean to take over the traditional 
churches as spoils of war. 

(2) Opens: These are the mercurial brethren who 
are comfortable with neo-orthodoxy, and current 
postmodern liberal theologies just short of the Jesus 
Seminar. Joe Beam describes the Opens as wanting 
to stay in the Church of Christ for comfort and secu
rity. They want change, but are afraid of the Satisfied 
and Zealots. Would the Opens screw up their cour
age and come out of their postmodern closets and 
face the music, and admit their complicity. 

(3) Cautious: These are the scared "change 
agents" who are afraid that the pulpits of the tradi
tional churches of Christ will be closed to them. In
deed, increasing number of churches are wisely clos
ing their doors to these timorous postmodern liberals. 

( 4) Searchers: Joe Beam is a quick study. He reads 
the signs of the seasons well. Describing the "search
ers," he cautiously borrows a page from the Willow 
Creek book of a "friendly user" church seeking the 
unchurched. They want to run with the fox, but hide 
in the chicken yard for security and comfort reasons. 
They lie in wait for the souls of the trusting. 

(5) Satisfied: Joe Beam does not disguise his con
tempt for this group. They want to keep things like 
they were in the 1950s. [Why the "hang up" on the 
1950s, brother Beam? The traditional churches of 
Christ still follow the same Scriptural doctrines and 
practices in the 1940s as in 1900.] Your brethren are 
not so easily hoodwinked. They are not buying your 
bill of goods bought second hand at Bill Hybels' Wil
low Creek Community Church, or perhaps John 
Wimber's Third Wave. 

(6) Zealots: Joe Beam's description of this cat
egory demonstrates what is most despicable in the 
strategies of the "change agents." They had thought 
less than five years ago that they could put down the 
traditional or conservative churches of Christ with 
ridicule and picture them as moss backed reactionar
ies. No, the churches will not be choked to death by 
the prevailing spirit and control of the zealots, and 
indeed not by "change agents" such as Max Lucado 
and Ruble Shelly. 

(7) Postmodern liberals: A category is added 
which Joe Beam shuns for obvious reasons. Sir Fran
cis Bacon wrote that reading makes a full man, and 
writing an exact man. Alexander Pope wrote that a 



"little learning is a dangerous thing." Whatever Joe 
Beam says about the traditional churches is true, 
false, double loaded, and misleading. 

Joe Beam correctly assumes that traditional 
churches are in the majority. I su rmise they will re
main so. The traditional churches of Christ are not 
frozen in time, as Joe Beam would have us believe. 
We were not born yesterday. 

The postmodern churches, this self-proclaimed 
denomination, have made a 180-degree about face. 
They subscribe to the thesis of the two Restoration 
history books written by Douglas Foster and Richard 
Hughes that traditional churches of Christ form a 
denomination which traces its roots to an exclusivistic 
Restoration sect in the early 19th century. 

These named brethren are officers of the Dis
ciples of Christ Historical Society (affili ate of the 
Disciples), write for Discipliana, and are in full fel
lowship with both the Independents and the Dis
ciples denomination. President Flatt (DLU) does not 
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know a great deal about these connections, but he 
will learn. Steve Flatt has an undisputed love for Lip
scomb, and so do we. We shall be vigilant to keep re
minding the DLU CEO of his promise to the DLU 
faculty to take back the university from the control 
of the postmodern board and faculty liberals. There 
are DLU board members and faculty who ought to 
sever their connections with DLU now. 

Postscript 
Joe Beam closes his article writing: "Our greatest 
enemy isn't going beyond clear New Testament doc
trine. It is making laws where God never did and 
chaining our great brotherhood from its tasks by 
those laws." Brethren in the traditional churches of 
Christ are neither stupid nor naive. And to my breth
ren who resent such articles as mine, I hate the fact 
that I am forced to keep the record straight by writ
ing them. 37141h Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, 1N 37215 

~ 

preaching experience). Jackie Stearsman J.H. Blnckman. Jr. 
• A two year program with a minimum of 100 Director 

semester hours of college level work. 
• No tuition is charged and some assistance is 

available to qualified students. 
• One of the pioneer schools of preaching, 

training men to preach since 1969. 
Approved for V. A. benefits. 

• Write or call today for information 1 application. 

Maurice Dnvis 

Reserve your copy of this year's lectureship book: 

Billy Davidson Brian Kenyon Gene Stilwell 

"Meeting The Challenging Test Of Life" ( 1998) Save $2.00 by reserving your copy at 
prepublication prices of $13.00 plus $2.25 s/h or pick up at Lectureship and save. 

l'Wtnt)"lhlrd AnnUAl 
norldA khool ol P"rtac.hlftg ............ 

Lectureship books from other years (some in short supply) 
"If The Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do?" ( 1997) $ 14.00 
"You Have Heard It Said ... But The Bible Says" ( 1996) $ 14.00 
"Good News That Troubles The World" ( 1995) $13.75 
"The Doctrine Of Christ" (1994) $ 13.75 

Credit Cards Are Accepted- Call 800-320-9780 
email: FSOP@gte.net web site: http://chdl.com/fsop/ 

January 1998 17 
Firm Founda1ion 



Toreador-Shelly Debate on Unity 
(Rubel Shelly, a Doctor of Philosophy, delivered his portion of this important discussion at a "spiritual re

newal conference" in Florence, AL, Apri/19, 1996. L. Toreador, a bull fighter of wide reputation and deadly 
accuracy, prepared his answers between bouts at a bullfight arena.) 

Fifth AHirmatlve by Doctor Rubel Shelly, Ph.D. 
The subject of unity among Christians continues to 
both intrigue and frustrate us. On the one hand it in
trigues us because we know it's God's will. We know 
Jesus prayed for it. We know Paul commanded it at 
Corinth. But, on the other hand, we know we're not 
united even though that is the will of God. 

Maybe we're confused because we've sought 
oneness through institutional unity. There is no evi
dence that Christ ever meant to establish an institu
tion when he came here. 

The New Testament notion of the church is more 
that of a living organism, a spiritual body with Christ 
as head, the family of God. I don't believe he had 
anything in mind like what we think of as our institu
tional churches. 

I really wonder, if he came back incognito, if he 
could worship in any of our churches or whether 
he'd feel as uncomfortable in my church or your 
church as he felt in the Jerusalem Temple precincts 
with the clergy of his day. 

I don't believe Jesus prayed for institutional 
unity. If in fact our churches are spiritual families, 
my family is different from your family, and your's 
from another. In fact, within my own family of origin, 
my mom and dad had three sons. If the three of us 
were worked in with any other seven of you, and a 
lineup of ten put up here, I daresay there are, well, 
the odds would be marvelously against you that 
you'd ever pick us out to be brothers. 

My ofdest brother, until recently when the hair 
started changing, had jet black hair, six feet tall, not 
fat but stocky; the middle brother is 6 feet 4, 
carrot-top orange hair, slim, athletic, muscular. And 
then I come along. I'm six foot two, have sort of 
bland, brownish hair, marvelous specimen of human
ity that ... (Laughter). 

We don't have the same hair color, we don't have 
the same eye color, we don't have the same bone 
framework - body structure. We don't look alike. 
We don't act that much alike. And there was enough 
age difference among the 3 of us that we really never 
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had much in common until we were all married and 
had families. 

I know that our favorite foods are not the same, 
and our favorite desserts are not the same. We don't 
live in the same town. We certainly don't live in the 
same house. But you move against my family, and see 
whether we are one or three. 

I do not believe that God calls all of us in our di
versity to live in the same town, in the same house, 
and to make our hair the same color, and to make our 
eyes the same color, and to stretch some, and cut 
other's legs so that we're all the same height, and eat 
the same foods, and have the same dessert. 

That's what a lot of us have thought the call to 
unity was, and so our contribution to unity was, 
"Sure, we can have unity. Come on over here and be 
like I am." 

I believe it's perfectly all right for us to live in dif
ferent houses, and to have our distinctives, and our 
preferences, and our tastes. In fact, I'll even confess 
to you that I've come to believe that more often we 
think we're theologians and that we've taken the po
sitions we have, and that were part of the church as 
we are is out of pure simple unmixed conviction and 
faith. I really believe a lot of us are what we are out 
of two factors that are not directly faith related. And 
what by temperament, disposition and personality, 
we are more inclined to be drawn to. 

What we're born to. Whatever we share in our 
early formative years. That's what we think of as 
church. And we go back and read the Bible, and we 
read the word "church" and we plug in these types of 
what we've experienced as church. And then when it 
comes to some of our distinctives, and our worship 
- I think of worship styles in particular when I think 
of this. You're not gonna get many Episcopalians 
more excited than this in worship. But a number of 
you are charismatics, and it's not worship for you 
unless God lifts you to where you lose yourself 
where you lift your arms, and you lose yourself in 
meaningful and heartfelt worship. 

Between the Episcopalian, and the charismatic, 



Jack and I fall out somewhere in there in between. 
We would all like to say we're what we are because 
we've thought everything through and we're just 
convinced that where we've come down in the place 
God has put us. But probably other factors much 
more subtle have for the main part put us where we 
are. I believe it's fine for God to have us where we 
are, just so long as when something moves against 
the family, we don't have three or five or ten, the 
world knows we have one. 

And when there is some disaster in the commu
nity, or in the region, we don't duplicate the wheel. 
The Baptists will do something, and the Assemblies 
something, and the church of Christ will do some
thing. Why can't the body of Christ do something, 
and why can't it all be done in the name of Jesus? Are 
we so concerned that our churches and denomina
tions get credit? 

That's about the only thing that unites believers 
today in Oklahoma City. Today, in Oklahoma City 
there are people, it's probably still going on, they are 
together out of Hispanic and African-American and 
Caucasian and Asian and Baptist and Methodist and 
church of Christ and Assemblies of God and Pente
costal and, out of all their diversity, they are together. 
A tragedy made that city one, when 168 of its people 
were murdered by a terrorist. 

Fifth Response by L. Toreador, a Bull Fighter 

Doctor Shelly, it is hard for me to believe that you are 
serious. Your analogies are so inappropriate it is diffi
cult to imagine they come from a man with a doctor
ate from Vanderbilt University. I checked the tape 
recording of your speech and, sure enough, you are 
accurately reported. The context of your remarks is 
in no way violated, so we must assume that you said 
what you believe and what you meant to say. 

You mention Jesus' prayer for unity. I suspect you 
have reference to his request that, "they may all be 
one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be in us: that the world may be
lieve that thou didst send me" Qohn 17:21). Now, 
Doctor Shelly, do you think Jesus was praying that 
his disciples all have the same color hair and eyes? 
Was he asking the Heavenly Father to make all of his 
learners the same in height and weight? Did he want 
them to all have the same nationality and skin color? 

A look at the context of the statement of Jesus 
reveals that he also said "Neither for these only do I 
pray, but for them also that believe on me through 
their word" Qohn 17:20). Aha! Jesus was praying for 

his followers to believe the same thing - not be all to 
be physically skinny or fat, or all to like either ice 
cream or apple pie. He wanted them to have a com
mon faith. 

Thei·r faith, according to the prayer of Jesus, was 
to be based on the words of the inspired apostles. 
"So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Christ" (Rom 10: 17). Do you suppose, Doc
tor Shelly, that Paul, Peter, J ames, and John were all 
the same height, the same weight, had the same color 
eyes and hair? Is that what you think this prayer was 
about? No, it was about the words of revelation. 

Doctor Shelly, do you think the words of the 
New Covenant are contradictory and inharmonious? 
Do you suppose that Paul taught one thing and James 
a different thing? Does the writing of Peter disagree 
with the words of John? 

When the Bible speaks of "one faith" (Eph. 4:5), 
is it talking about where we live and what we eat? 
Surely you jest. 

You also mention Paul's command for the Corin
thians to be united. The apostle wrote, "Now I be
seech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and that 
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there be no divisions among you; but that ye be per
fected together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment" (1 Cor 1:10). 

The language of the apostle is unmistakable. He 
wanted the Corinthians to teach, believe, and prac
tice the same things. He clearly wanted them to be in 
the "one body" (Eph. 4:4). Doctor Shelly, "by reason 
of time" you ought to be a teacher, but you "have 
need again that some one teach you the rudiments of 
the first principles of the oracles of God; and are be
come such as have need of milk, and not of solid 
food" (Heb 5: 12). Do you not know that the body of 
Christ is the church of Christ (See Eph. 1:22-23 & 
Col. 1:18). Doctor Shelly, how many bodies does 
Christ have? 

You say "there is no evidence that Christ ever 
meant to establish an institution." What, Doctor 
Shelly, did Vanderbilt teach you that "institution" 
means? My dictionary says, "An established organi
zation or foundation, especially one dedicated to 
education, public service, or culture." What, pray 
tell, is the church but an institution. Where, oh 
where, did Doctor Rubel Shelly ever get the idea that 
the church is not an institution? 

You also say, "I don't believe that Christ prayed 
for institutional unity." Well, then, what kind of unity 
did he pray for? Was it non-institutional unity? Are 
you saying, Doctor Shelly, that Jesus had no interest 
in an organization? Again, the dictionary says, in de
fining organization, "A group of persons organized 
for a particular purpose; an association: a benevo
lent organization.,, Rubel, what do you think the 
church of the first century was? What do you sup
pose the church of today ought to be? Is it institu
tional or non-institutional? 

You conclude with the observation that if a disas
ter should occur the whole community would come 
together .to help and support one another. The clear 
implication is that if all work together in a time of 
widespread destruction and· distress, we are all 
united in Christ. 

Well, okay, let's put that concept to a test. Here is 
the situation: A terrorist bombs the Federal Building 
in Oklahoma City and all the people of the commu
nity come together to help the victims. Among those 
responding to this tragic situation are atheists, Mos
lems, Hindus, and drunkards. Also present are liars, 
homosexuals, transvestites, pedophiles, and drug-ad
dicts. Does that mean we are all one in Christ? Are 
we to condone and approve every deviant lifestyle? Is 
that what Jesus prayed for and what Paul com-
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manded? 
Come on, Rubel! Get serious! 
Are you ready to say that sprinkling is an accept

able substitute for baptism? That instrumental music 
in worship is the same as "singing to one another in 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs." That the Lord's 
Supper is transubstantiation, or consubstantiation? 

Do you accept Moslems, Jews, and Hindus as 
brothers in Christ. Well, then, how about drunkards 
and confirmed liars? Do you reject any of them be
cause of hair or eye color? 

My dear Doctor Shelly, it appears you are willing 
to accept as saved in Christ all who have the breath 
of life. If you draw the line anywhere, where do you 
draw it, and why? You seem to think there will be 
universal salvation. If so, please explain the cross? If 
everyone will be saved regardless of what they be
lieve and practice, who will be lost? 

The only place the line can be drawn is at the 
commands or the silence of Holy Writ. Anything else 
is presumption. Let us speak where the Bible speaks, 
and be silent where the Bible is silent. 
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Where Can Sermon Illustrations 
Be Found? 

By Jess Hall Jr. 

Good illustrations are hard to find is an ex
cuse for their absence from the sermon. 
Good illustrations are hard to find if the 

search begins too late. The last-minute search often 
results in reaching for the volume entitled Ten Thou
sand Illustrations for the Busy Preacher. The "busy 
preacher" then wanders through general subjects in 
the index, finds stories that are based on the experi
ences of others and that most likely fall into one of 
several categories such as unreal, surreal, or unbe
lievable. Is there a solution to this always-present 
problem? Where can the preacher find good illustra
tions that will accomplish the purpose an illustration 
is supposed to serve? What sources are available? 

The first and most obvious is the Bible itself. Il
lustrations abound in both its teaching and its his
tory. The preacher should not assume, however, that 
his hearers know as much Bible as he does (nor 
should he always assume that they know less). If il
lustrations are based on little known Biblical histori
cal events, so much background may be required that 
the illustration loses its impact. 

Second, sensitivity to life (people and events) can 
be one of his most useful tools. The preacher who is 
a close observer of life will discover illustrations 
wherever he goes, in whatever he does, and in whom
ever he meets. A preacher who is not sensitive to il
lustrations in the everyday events of life is not likely 
to be sensitive to the everyday needs of his hearers. 
Most people can write a sentence, punctuate it prop
erly, use a dictionary and spell it correctly, but only 
those who observe, understand, and speak to life 
have anything to say. 

Third, the preacher should observe himself. M
ter all, he is not an outsider to humanity. While most 
preachers fear admitting it, they have the same prob
lems and successes with their children, experience 
the same victories and defeats in their marriages, and 
enjoy the same triumphs and suffer the same failures 
in temptation as everyone else. Does it not follow 
that the preacher's experience will provide a rich 
storehouse of meaningful illustrations? 

Fourth, the reading preacher will never lack for 
illustrations. When he reads a novel, illustrations will 
leap from the page. When he reads newspapers or 
newsmagazines, illustrations will surface from cur
rent events. When he reads books on current social 
issues, illustrations of the problems facing his hear
ers will appear in abundance. This requires, of 
course, that the preacher have a regular reading pro
gram in which he is exposed to a wide range of mate
rials. How can the preacher who reads only theology 
expect to communicate effectively with those who 
never read theology? The preacher who reads widely 
will expand his mind, enlarge his horizons, and en
rich his hearers. 

Sixth, the preacher should talk to his hearers and 
ask for illustrations. Let the hearers know that you 
will appreciate their providing apt illustrations. 
There should be little question that the illustrations 
are meaningful to your hearers if the hearers them
selves contribute them. 

Seventh, talk with other preachers. Share effec
tive illustrations with them and ask them to do the 
same. Be careful in adapting the illustrations. Some 
audiences, having heard two preacher's tell the same 
story in the first person, could only conclude that 
one (or both) was untruthful! In other words, in us
ing illustrations, as in all things, be truthful. 

Finally, as a last resort, use a book of illustra
tions. But remember that an 18th or 19th century il
lustration probably doesn't fit a 20th (almost 21st) 
century audience. The preacher will most certainly 
find that, as his sensitivity to illustrations from life 
increases, his use of books of illustrations will de
crease to the point that he can throw them away. In 
short, he will find that he can walk without crutches. 
The truth is that the preacher who can't find a good 
illustration probably needs to spend less time in his 
study and more time among God's people. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Do Not Clap for Me! 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Through the years this writer has been honored 
to receive invitations to speak for Ladies Day 
programs and ladies classes on some of our 

lectureships. While such is a treasured privilege, it is 
also a solemn responsibility. 

In recent years, a growing trend has arisen which 
is distasteful. It is the practice of clapping at the end 
of the lesson. It is recognized that many have joined 
in this practice innocently. However, a few observa
tions seem in order. 

When we attend a community or school pro
gram, which pleasantly entertains us, we often show 
our appreciation by clapping. If it has been unusually 
good we may clap and add a standing ovation. But
we went to be entertained. If a secular speaker tick
les ou~ ears with either a humorous speech or one 
that is greatly informative, we may clap our apprecia
tion. But we are then approving a secular perfor
mance. 

There is a special dignity that God intended to be 
associated with worship to him. We are not engaged 
in the performing arts (or should not be) when we 
assemble to sing praises to him, to study from his 
Holy Word. When we come together for a religious 
program such as a Ladies Day it should be accompa
nied with dignity befitting any period of Bible study. 
It is regrettable that some have introduced clapping 
into our Bible classes and assembled hour of wor
ship. Such removes the dignity and solemnity of the 
occasion . .Such is surely not pleasing to God or the 
serious worshipper. 

Paul discusses conduct when the whole church is 
assembled (1 Cor. 14:23ff). "Let all things be done 
decently and in order" caps the discussion (v. 40). 
Throughout the Bible God has commanded worship 
be directed to him. A careful reading of the Scrip
tures confirms that acceptable worship was always 
done in reverence and dignity. Note some of the di
rectives. 

"Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: 
bring an offering, and come before him: worship the 
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Lord in the beauty of holiness" (1 
Chron. 16:29). 

"Be nill, and know that I am 
God. I will be exalted among the 
heathen, I will be exalted in the 
earth" (Psa. 45:1-10). 

"0 come, let us worship and 
bow down: let us kneel before the 
Lord our maker" (Psa. 95:6). 

John records, "God is spirit: and they that wor
ship him must worship him in spirit and in truth" 
(John 4:24). Not only is it imperative that our wor
ship is in truth but it must be done in the right spirit, 
the right attitude as well. The hoopla that has been 
introduced into the so-called worship of many reli
gious gatherings seems an outgrowth of the perfor
mances they have brought into their assemblies. 
These run the gamut from the various instruments 
used (piano, organ, bands) to performances by 
choirs, dancers, puppeteers and drama groups. Some 
assemblies are more like entertainment than worship 
and the response is in kind. We err greatly when we 
borrow their gimmicks. We must remember we do 
not assemble to engage in that which is pleasing and 
entertaining to us. We are not to be the audience, we 
are to be participants in worship to God. He is the 
audience. 

Ladies Day programs or ladies class is designed 
to be religious in nature, as such, it seems apparent 
that some of the dignity and solemnity of the occa
sion is lost when clapping is added. Because it has 
become such a common practice in some areas, this 
writer has found it necessary to begin my part of the 
program with a request that all clapping be omitted. I 
do not travel far and wide to entertain; I go to teach 
God's will to women. May I encourage other women 
speakers to instigate the same policy. Let's keep our 
programs reverent and dignified. 

P.O. Box 464 
Ripley, 1N 36063 
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Potpourri ••. 
lducallon? 

0 Marvin Olasky in a recent editorial (World, 
Oct. 11, 1997) talks about "questions to ask before 
selecting a Christian college." Mr. Olasky is a profes
sor at the University of Texas (Austin) and is a good 
man who has not obeyed the gospel. Anyway, his ad
vice is interesting. Here are some short quotes from 
the piece Oslaky wrote for Word. 

The saddest stories came form students 
whose hopes were destroyed. Erin Ross from 
Factoryville, PA., wrote of how two years ago 
she left home "excited by the prospect of at
tending a Christian college, after spending 
most of my life in public school. Finally, I 
thought, I would be able to discuss openly my 
faith in the classroom; finally, It would be 
taught by people who shared my faith. 

Erin found, however, a college where Chris
tianity was interpreted in line with "all the lib
eral notions of the world ..•• The bottom line 
was not, "What does God's Word have to say 
about this?" but rather, "How can we fit this 
worldly philosophy before us into what the 
Bible says." If the two could not be reconciled, 
it seemed that the Bible was usually questioned. 

Parents need to talk to people who aren't be
ing paid to represent the school. 

Don't send the kids to your alma mater be
cause it was good when you were there - it 
takes very little time for liberalism to permeate 
a school. 

Here is a short list of some questions you may 
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want to ask before sending your young ones to a 
school operated by "our" brothers: 

1. Is the Bible the verbally inspired and inerrant 
Word of God? 

2. Does the prayer of Jesus recorded in John 17 
make it acceptable (maybe even, mandatory) to have 
full fellowship with denominations that do not teach 
the truth on the plan of salvation? (By "not teaching 
the truth," we mean sprinkling as a substitute for bap
tism after the style of John Stott, or for a wrong pur
pose as with Billy Graham, or who say that the alien is 
reconciled at the point of faith before and without 
either baptism or any other work of obedience.) 

3. Does grace dispense with law and faith with 
works? 

4. Are we under grace and not under law - any 
law from God? 

5. Is it a sin to use instruments of music in wor
ship of God? 

6. Did God create the world in six days of 24-
hour length, as reported in the book of Genesis? 

7. Is it acceptable for women to lead and direct 
in Christian worship? 

8. Are Max Lucado and Rubel Shelly acceptable 
to you, and do you fellowship them? 

There are many other questions, but this is 
enough to prove the pudding. If you get evasion, look 
out! If you are sarcastically asked, Have you been 
reading the Firm Foundation? answer, What differ
ence does it make, I am wanting to know what you 
teach and believe. 

Evasion would include such things as, We don't 
try to dictate faith to anyone. Our teachers all fear 
God and keep his commandments. We believe the 
Bible is inspired (be careful, insist upon an answer to 
the question, Is the Bible ine"ant?). We have a long 
history in the church. We believe in creation (but that 
may mean it was done through evolution). We don't 
use instruments of music in worship (which evades 
the question of, Is it sinful to do so). We are not going 
to be put through an inquisition. Or some other at
tempt to give a non-answer to a simple question. 
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Tlae Door Is Closing 
0 The Russian Parliament last week passed a bill 

restricting the rights of minority religions, including 
their ability to do charitable work and own real estate 
(Source: U.S.News & World Report, Oct. 6, 1997). 

lo Fell 
0 From our Maybe-They-Should-Have-Sought

Professional-Help Department: A study in the New 
England Journal of Medicine found that psychiatrists 
are the type of doctor most likely to get divorced. 
The study followed 1,100 doctors over a 30-year pe
riod and found the divorce rate for shrinks is 51 per
cent. That's far ahead of second place surgeons, who 
had a 33 percent divorce rate (Source: Reason maga
zine, Nov. 1997). 

More 011 Marriage 
0 Thomas Sowell in his recent book, Vision of 

the Anointed, observes that in an attempt to discredit 
marriage and the home in favor of same-sex unions 
and other deviations from what is sarcastically called 
"the Ozzie and Harriet type marriage" the statistics 
are skewed. Sowell points out that when we are told 
that half of the marriages in any given year end in di
vorce, we are being deceived. The purpose is to say 
that the institution of marriage is being rejected, and 
therefore we need to turn to an alternative that 
would allow, if not encourage, short term marriages, 
homosexual unions, and other strange bedfellows. 

Sowell says the truth is that the statistic is taken 
from the number of marriages in a given year and the 
number of divorces in that same year. What is not 
taken into account is that the divorces were from 
marriages 5, 10, 25, 35 years before the divorce. 
Sowell thinks the divorce figure is somewhere 
around 10%, especially when you take into account 
that often it is the same people who marry, divorce, 
remarry, divorce again, remarry again, and divorce 
some more, and remarry some more. That, too, 
skews the average. 

Conclusion: any level of divorce is not accept
able, but the situation is not as desperate as some 
would have us to believe. Let us keep teaching our 
kids that marriage is one man for one woman for life, 
with only one exception. 

lad 
Ct Among 228 "instances of anti-gay bigotry" 

documented in People for the American Way report: 
MTV's airing of an all-gay episode of Singled Out in 
a late-night slot instead of prime time. 
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PK 
0 About the only good thing we can find inProm

ise Keepers is that it irks Patricia Ireland. World maga
zine (Oct. 18, 1997) observes that "PK has allowed 
some exceedingly dumb things to be said under its 
umbrella - including the propagation of some pop 
psychology that we understand has been at least par
tially repudiated. The movement is especially vulner
able when it (or the people who speak for it) start 
making light of doctrinal and denominational 
distinctives." 

Adolescent Adolescence 
0 An unwed 17 -year-old Long Island, NY girl 

who hid her pregnancy from friends and family faces 
charges of child endangerment, after keeping her 
newborn son hidden in a bedroom closet for more 
than two weeks. Shanta Clark secretly gave birth to a 
five-weeks premature infant, but was afraid to tell 
her· mother. "She used to tell me if I got pregnant, I 
should have an abortion," Miss Clark told the New 
York Post. The boy, who weighed only four pounds 
when discovered, has been hospitalized and is recov
ering from dehydration. Miss Clark had been leaving 
him alone for eight hours a day while she went to 
school (Source: World, Oct. 18, 1997). 

Marlolafry 
0 It is reported that the Vatican newspaper, 

I.:Observatore Romano~ said in early summer that the 
pope had asked a commission of Catholic theologians 
to consider the advisability of declaring Mary "Co
Redemptrix, Mediatrix of all Graces and Advocate 
for the people of God. The Catholic Church now calls 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,800-plus class hours 
• Tuition-tree 
• Bible and related subjects 
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Mary the Queen of Heaven, the Mother of all Graces, 
and other unbiblical tides. The current proposal 
would make her a redeemer and mediator. The Bible 
says Jesus is the one and only mediator (1 Tim 2:5). We 
call Mary blessed because she is the mother of our 
Lord, but she is not the Savior nor is she a mediator 
between God and man nor is she the mother of God. 

One Nation Untler Who? 
!9l President Clinton has appointed Virginia M. 

Apuzzo, 56, to take over White House operations, 
replacing David Watkins. Apuzzo is an ex-nun and 
lesbian activist, with a long record of involvement in 
Democratic politics and AIDS causes. She becomes 
the highest level open homosexual in any United 
States administration. 

New lilm 
0 Seven Years in Tibet is a new movie in which 

Brad Pitt (playing "Heinrich Harrer") is commis
sioned to build a movie theater. The crew has to stop 
digging because they don't want to hurt the worms in 
the ground. After all, the worms may be somebody's 
reincarnated mother, or grandmother, or aunt. 

Let your faith bloom 
through a mission of love ... 
Christian houseparents needed for 
a residential treatment program 
serving teenagers in need. 

You will receive: 
• Salary. health insurance. 

retirement 
• Professional t raining and 

support 
• Weekly & monthly time off 
• Housing, utilities, groceries 

and more 

You wi ll live in an area that offers: 
• Eight nearby churches of Christ 
• Qual i ty "rural-feel " schools 
• Four nearby graduate schools 
• One hour from Chicago and South Bend 

You must be a married couple and faithful church 
of Christ members. 

To find out more, contact Mr. jackie Barger 
at t-800-462-0513. 

Shults~ Lewis 
C HILD & FAMILY SERVICES 

P.O. Box 471 • Valparaiso, Indiana 46384 • l -800-462-0513 

Now Its Legal 
@ Canada's British Columbia became the first 

jurisdiction in North America to grant marriage-like 
status to homosexual relationships. Anyway, it does 
not affect U. S. citizens as a similar action from Ha
waii might do. 

Ten Rules 
@ Edward DiLoreto, a businessman in Downey, 

Calif., paid $400 to post on the Downey High School 
baseball outfield fence what he called the "Ten 
Rules," also known as the Ten Commandments. In 
craven fear of the ACLU the School District re
moved all signs from the outfield fence rather than 
suffer the children to see the Ten Commandments. 

Multi-Everything 
@ The phobia of modern America is to homog

enize society. Blend it, mix it, make it uniform in con
sistency - no differences, nor disagreements. Make 
it one whole syrupy conglomeration. After that, we'll 
do the whole world. 

The first casualty is sound doctrine. Scriptural 
truth is divisive by nature. The teaching of Jesus is 
highly offensive to the unregenerate (See Matt. 10:34-
39). 

Jubilee 
The Abilene Reporter-News says Uuly 2, 1997) 

that the Jubilee program in Nashville has produced 
confusion, division, and hatred among members of 
the church of Christ. The reporter quotes Mike 
Cope and Wayne Coats, Max Lucado and Jodie 
Boren, Jim Mankin and the Goodlettsville, Tenn., el
ders. If the backwash of Jubilee is causing this kind 
of shock wave, as even barbarians in the press recog
nize, why can't Rubel Shelly see it- and stop it. Or, 
on the other hand, is Rubel more interested in 
whacking his erstwhile brothers than he is in unity? 

It makes you wonder about how benign and sug
ary Shelly, Cope, Finto, Lucado, and Royce Money 
really are -I mean, really? Anyway, when a thing 
stinks so badly that an Abilene Reporter-News writer 
smells it, it must be putrid. 

Thanks, Etl 
@ Ed Clark, an elder of the Northeast church in 

Hurst, TX sends a newspaper clipping that says, 
"Will you come back to church if we promise not to 
throw the book at you." Pictured is a representation 
of the Bible. The New Hope Lutheran Church 
placed the ad. Elder Clark wonders if the Lutherans 
are promising not to - not to - not to preach the 
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Bible. If so, liberals of every stripe should join hands, 
weep, swallow, bow, and say Amen! 

More oa Promise Keepers 
Jeepers creepers! 
Who're these Promise Keepers 
Huggers, weepers, 
Look who's feminised! 
From far and near they heard McCartney's call, 
Those gentle fascists gathered on the Mall, 
And came by thousands in their Nazi bands 
To cry and pray and hold each other's hands. 
Patricia Ireland, filled with nameless dread, 
Re-poked her broomstick underneath the bed 
And mewed they'd come forth to this nation') space 
That women· might resume their ancient place. 
So, in the kitchen, vacuuming the rug, 
They'd give their men-folk time to chat and hug, 
Just as the women had to do back when 
Their mates felt shame to be thought girlie men. 

(National Review, Oct. 27, 1997). 

Dodor Morgan 
0 Today I attended a workshop for the men of 

my congregation. I sat by an 8 6-year old. One of the 
elders read from The Easy to Read Bible and called it 
a true translation from the Greek. Afterwards, at 
breakfast, my 8 6-year old friend said, when asked 
what he thought about the Easy to Read Bible, "I did 
not understand it." (Dr. Clyde N. Morgan, MD). 

Many years ago a Dr. Clyde N.Morgan wrote a 
booklet, The Forbidden Apple, in which existentialism 
is refuted. We wonder if it is the same Doctor Morgan. 

Wet-Rea Syndrome 
f) On Monday, July 28, 1997 Nelta Brock 

posted on the Abilene Christian University's server 
[R M Bible] the following words: 

Then I found RM [reference to the ACU spon
sored RM Bible list-server]. I found other radical 
people like myself. It scared me. I fought it be
cause I didn't want to give up the comfort of the 
"rules and regulations." Then joe came on the 
list. He puts in simple words all I had come to 
believe. But I didn't want to believe it. I didn't 
know what I would have to hang onto, if I had to 
give up all my years of training. 

Someone said I was inconsistent. Oh, how 
right he was. I find myself on both sides of the 
fence. This is a terrible place to be. 

With tears in my eyes I tell you that this is 
probably my last post to RM. Because people, 
you know what? I am beginning to doubt that 
God even exists. (fhe writer of the statement is 
identified as Nelta Brock, nib@tenet.edu.) 

Well, that's clear enough. In the November 1997 
Potpourri section of the Firm Foundation, Nelta's 
statement was printed under the heading, "Where It 
Leads." 

26 January 1998 rarm Foundation 

Those are, as Sergeant Joe Friday of Dragnet 
fame might say, "Just the facts, ma'am." 

When the Firm Foundation blurb in Potpourri 
was reported on ACU's RM Bible program, several 
of the listers flew into a rage. The ever loving, sweet, 
kind, gentle, non-judgmental, liberals on RM Bible 
castigated the Firm Foundation and its editor as un
christian, liars, thieves, unethical, immoral, and igno
rant. 

Good news! Nelta wants to eat her words. She 
says that the statement was made in crisis when her 
faith was being tested and that she thinks she might 
even believe in God, after all. We are happy to hear 
her confession and think it is a step in the right direc
tion. If she will keep working at it, she may get back 
to believing that God is sovereign, the Bible is his in
errant and inspired word, and once gain fear God 
and keep his commandment, which is the beginning 
of wisdom. 

Showing that her repentance is not yet complete, 
Nelta tries to justify doubting the existence of God 
by quoting no less an authority than Marvin Phillips. 
She wrote, "Marvin Phillips said a long time ago that 
anyone who did not go through such a time [of doubt 
and disbelief] was hanging on to a secondhand faith." 
Aha! Now we understand where Nelta gets her infor
mation. By the way, Nelta, could you find no Bible 
statement recommending deep desolation of doubt? 

Anyhow, faith in God rests upon a sure founda
tion. We have for proof of the existence of God in the 
heavens and firmament, which declare his glory and 
show his handiwork. Further, "the invisible things of 
him," the things that are made, are clearly seen, and 
demonstrate his "everlasting power and divinity." 
Our authority is King David and the apostle Paul, 
both of whom were moved by the Holy Spirit. Believ
ers do not go limping between two opinions when it 
comes to "knowing God." 

More oaPK 
David Tarbet and Kerry Holton have written a 

booklet, Promise KeepersJ What Are the Issues? The 
booklet is tasteful, truthful, and timely. It deals with 
the position of Promise Keepers with candor and 
kindness. It makes clear what is wrong with the 
movement and gives ample documentation. This is a 
piece that many congregations now studying the 
question of "What is wrong with Promise Keepers?" 
will find valuable. To order the tract, contact David 
Tarbet, P.O. Box 180274, Dallas, TX 75218, 1-800-
768-4611 (+pin 8978). Fax 214-320-9216. 'io-



Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Do those who want to change the wor
ship of the church violate their conscience by re

maining among us while they sow seeds of doctrinal 
discord? 

Answer: One of my earliest remembrances is of 
my parents in the Sunday morning assembly at 

the old Houston and Pease congregation in Vernon, 
Texas singing the hymn, "I Love to Tell the Story." 

I had not begun the first-grade. In my mind I can 
still hear my mother's beautiful voice and the deep 
bass of my father as the entire membership made the 
"rafters ring" with enthusiastic conviction and har
monic zeal. Indeed, those were times when members 
of the Lord's church not only knew the Bible well, but 
we also realized the importance of singing those great 
Bible themes with feeling and joy. Everyone knew that 
the Bible was God's authoritative Word. From Don, 
the auto mechanic, Ray, the barber, Mr. McCord, the 
school principal, and sister Byers, a Bible school
teacher - each member of the congregation believed 
that the Bible was our pattern as it revealed to us the 
Christ in his glory. They understood that God's Word 
is our sure guide from here to eternity. 

Yet, today there are many that no longer know 
anything for sure. Their faith has been robbed and 
pillaged by the agnostic touting of select teachers and 
preachers. The ancient landmarks have been buried 
beneath the blowing sand of compromise both with 
the world, Protestant denominational churches, and 
now, sad to say, in the very body of Christ. The banner 
of Christ in too many congregations has been replaced 
with the banner of human theology and skeptical phi
losophy to the extent that so many among us have 
forgotten who we are, where we have come from, and 
where we are going. 

As I was recently singing the hymn, "I Love to 
Tell the Story," I was struck by the fact that there are 
many among us today who could no longer sing this 
song. Many professors in most of "our" universities 
and in some schools of preaching no longer believe in 
objective truth. Many preachers no longer accept the 
Bible as an infallible pattern and guide. And too many 

Bible teachers would rather teach fabricated moral 
lessons instead of the Bible itself. 

There has been a subtle yet powerful shift in our 
emphasis whereupon we now give much more time 
and attention to teaching about the Bible than teach
ing the Bible - book, chapter, and verse. As a result, 
the heady foam of agnostic and modernistic teach
ings flows into the classroom. Bilge of professors like 
Andre Resner's who in his infamous essay, Christmas 
at Matthew's House, fulfilled Paul's prophetic warn
ing to the young preacher Timothy: "And they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned aside unto fables" (2 Tim. 4:4). 

One great danger of such is that it diminishes the 
need for evangelism. In fact the theory of the 
new-hermeneutic is in a very real sense a death-knell 
to true evangelism of the old Jerusalem variety. 

Finally, those who have become drunken on the 
tempting red wine of modernism and liberalism 
should not sing about the Jesus of the Bible described 
in the hymn,/ Love to Tell the Story, in that they reject 
him. They ought not sing such a song describing our 
duty to be evangelistic with the objective truth of the 
gospel, seeing that they ridicule such a notion. They 
must violate their conscience by singing such a song, 
describing our knowing the word as our pattern and 
guide, when they refuse to believe it themselves. 

May we keep our eyes pointed homeward as our 
hearts are directed heavenward by God's inspired 
and inerrant Word. May we, with surety of faith, 
take the Word to others as we share the gospel of 
Jesus Christ with a world that is lost. And may we, 
with great resolve and knowledgeable enthusiasm, 
continue to sing those great hymns that some among 
us can no longer sing: 

I love to tell the story Of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and His glory, Of Jesus and His love, 
I love to tell the story, Because I know 'tis True; 
It satisfies my longings As nothing else can do! 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austi11, TX 78748 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching 

.........•••.•... .....•••.........................•• LAkeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
1 Freed-Hardeman University ••• Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship ••••••••••••• San Antonio, Texas 
3 Cleburne, Texas Forum 

March 
1 El Paso Lectures •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• El Paso, Texas 
1 East Tennessee School of Preaching 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

............................................. MontgomeryJ Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures ••••••• Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching 

.••.••.••••••••••••••••••.•.•......•.••••••••..• Memphis, Tennessee 
April 

1 Northeast Oklahoma Lectures ••• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ••••••••••••••••••••• Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

..•••••••••.••..•••••••••••.......•....••.•... Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ......................... Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures ......................... Marshall, Texas 

May 
1 Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

••...••••••••••.•.•.••••.......••............. Cookeville, Tennessee 
1 Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•.•...•••.•••••......•••...•••.•.........•••....•......... Jerome, Idaho 
1 Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

••.......•....••••.....••...•••..•..•.....••........ Visalia, California 
1 Gulf Coast Lectures ••••••••••••••••••.••••••• Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee ••••• Red Oak, Texas 
2 Virginia Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Christiansburg, Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures ••••••••••••.••• Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship •••.••••••••.•.•••••••••••.••• Taylor, Texas 

June 
1 Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

...•...•....••....••...................................... Dayton, Ohio 
1 Bellview ~ctures •••••••••••••••••••••••• Pensacola, Florida 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures 

..•........•........................................... Houston, Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••. Mt. Juliet, Tennessee 
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July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship •••••••••••••••••• Burnet, Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

..••....•...••..••.••.....••.•.•..•.•.....•...•.•• Harrison, Arkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures ••••••••••••••••• Bastrop, Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••• Beeville, Texas 
4 Seek Old Paths ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Corinth, Mississippi 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

..........•....•...•...•••....•••.•...•.••••... Lexington, Kentucky 

August 
1 Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

.......................................... St. Albans, West Virginia 
1 Northwest Tennessee Lectures ••••••••• Paris, Tennessee 
1 Sm~ky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•. . .•..••... .•••. .•••.... •••••••• .•••••••. .. . . Sevierville, Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship ••••••••••••••••• Southaven, Mississippi 
2 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••......•.....••..•.•••..•..•••••••....•.•••. Sylvan LAke, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

...•......••....•••......•.....•.••••. .•••••••. Farmington, Missouri 

September 
1 Robertson County Lectureship 

•...••.....................•••.......•.•••.•.. Greenbriar, Tennessee 
2 Central Oklahoma Lectureship 

.•..••.........•.....•••..••••••••.....•••••••.• McLoud, Oklahoma 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

.•...•...•••....•....•••..•..•...•.•....••• Chattanooga, Tennessee 
4 4-State Lectureship ......................... Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures •••••••••••••• Independence, Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship 

•...•....................••........••.... .••.•...•• Steubenville, Ohio 

October 
1 Northern New England Lectureship 

.•.............•...••.•.•...••••••...•.•••• Tilton, New Hampshire 
2 Lubbock Lectureship ••••••••••••••••••••••• Lubbock, Texas 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship •••• Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Vuginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

...........•............••.....••••••• Moundsville, West Virginia 

November 
1 Cold Harbor Rd. Lectureship 

...•...•....•...•••......••••.•........•.•• Mechanicsville, Virginia 
1 Eastside Lectureship ••••••••••••••• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton Lectures •••••••••••••••••••• Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship •••••••• Tuscumbia, Alabama 



Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
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Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@republlc.net 

-England-

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. ..... 
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 11 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Cambridge- South Cambridge Church of Christ, Arcadia - Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. W. Hickory St. (~mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" P.O. Box 1206, Arca.d!a! ~~ 34265 

-Alaska- Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 

Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Davidson, minister. 
Andrew L. Laux (907) 243·7007 Crystal River./Lecant~ ~;e; :_Lecanto Church of 
Fairbanks, serving ·F·t: "wainwright and the Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
99701. (907) 456-4~2_1; • • Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Gainesville- 39th. A~; Church of Christ, 1811 
373-5583 N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 

- Alabama - 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy (904) 376-4343 or ~7.3;~2?7. 
36 E, one mile cast of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
778-8955 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-

minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 
682-3600. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 800-320-~18.0 •• 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest 
Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth· - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) ?~~-!~4, 722-1871. 
Virginia -Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., '!:d;? .P.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington- Sunny View Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, s H' · A s 9 45 10 45 6 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 
2001 West Washington, 72401. (501) 932-
1643. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -

10 30 6 W d 7 30 
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: a.m., p.m., •• e.· •• : p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 
Orlando- South Orlando Church of Christ, _Nebraska_ 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872); •••• 

Omaha- Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 

of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., -Nevada-Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- (407) 657-0657, Ton.Y.W •• ill.iams, youth minister. Boulder City- Boulder City Church of Christ, 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655- 845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
0388. Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-

Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Craig Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-
9613; Bill Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 

Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 4504 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles '!'e.s~ ~f.Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 P·~· .~e?~ Stilwell, minister. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210.F.WJ.~ on Altadena Dr. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. W~s~ .• ~o.me worship with us. 

Visalia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah 
Hackworth, preacher. Home of Greater Visalia 
Firm Foundation Lectureship 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). . . . . . 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundati.o~ ~c.tureship. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near ~Pff~~ (513) 252-9444 • 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home o(OidahonuJ 
City School o(Biblic41 Studia, (405) 732-1050 or 
739-0705. 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. • •••• 
Oklahoma City - Pumam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun· 
tlMio,. Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crafr, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun· 
dation Lectureship. 
Cookeville- North~~~ Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north 
of 1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of 
Tennessee Bible Col!ef~· •• 
CrouWic - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 
Memphis - Knight • kn~id Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363· 
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 
Mt. Juliet- The Villages· Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifreen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Share 
sample copies 

ollhe 
1/tHIIIIDBdatiiiB 
with vour lrlends. 
1·888·361·6218 
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Sev&ervdle Sev&ervUle Church of Chmt, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. john B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worker, "The Word of Life: KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar B;y~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 

Burnet- Burnet Ch~;ch ~f Christ, Hwy. 281 S, 
mail Rt. 2 Box 11F, 78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell 
Debo, min. Home of Central Texas Lectureship 

Denton-Pearl Street c~,ir~h of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-3531.Sun9, 10a.m.,6p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 

Houston - Fleetwo~d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 
Hurst- Northeast Ch~;ch ·of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
Livingston- 1101 w:ch.urch St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Undell Mitchell, minister. 
Lubbock - Southsid; Ch~rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., 5 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy 
j. Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. 

Redwater- Church ·o·f Ch;ist, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 
Richwood- Church •of c·hrist, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke-Church ol Christ, Rusk 8c Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
preacher. (Services in. ~n~tis.h and Spanish.) 
San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 
San Antonio - North;r~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. 

Bible lnfonet 
http:/Jwww.bible·lnfonet.org/ 

Schertz Church of Chr1st, 301 Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10,"11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg - u;~id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.·m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office) ..... 
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
We~. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. . .... 
Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mileS. 1-81 8c 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc- Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th St., 
54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, minister. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 5 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466. 

Sheridan - Northside • Church of Christ, ·58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
672-6110. . 

The Southside Church of Christ in Lubbock. 
Texas, is making Gordon Brewer, one of its 
ministers, available to congregations for 
meetings, interim preaching, or conducting 
the following workshops: 
1. Journeying with Those Who Grieve 
2. Growing a Local Congregation 
3. Making Worship Meaningful 
4. Holding Successful Home Bible Studies 
S. Understanding Angels 
6. The Godhead: Roles and Functions 
7. Before the I Do: Roles of Husband 

and Wife 

Brother Brewer brings over 40 years experience 
- as preacher, missionary, and elder- to 
his task. We, the eJ;lers at Southside, believe 
he has the wisdom to help with problems 
that develop in local congregations. 

The only cost to your congregation Is 
brother Brewer's expenses. 

Please call 
Gordon Brewer, (806) 745-4496 

The elders at Southside: 
Malcolm Young (806) 795-2640 

Dale Stone (806) 841-3422. 
Personal references: 

Tommy Hicks (806) 798-1019 
B. A. (Buster) Dobbs (281) 469-3102 
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Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
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Preachers Wanted 
Congregation of 17 adults, 11 children, in scenic 
Ouichita Mts., west central Arkansas needs full
time preacher. This is the first church of Christ 
in this farm community. Congregation full of love 
and zeal for the Lord. Mission-minded preachers 
encouraged to contact Robin Singleton (870) 326-
4668 or A. L Banta (870) 326-4708; Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 155, Pencil Bluff, AR 11965. 

The Elizabethtown Church of Christ, 
Elizabethtown, KY, has an immediate opening. 
This position focuses on local evangelism 
primarily involving youth. This is a position for 
male candidates. Approximately 350 members in 
a town of 20,000. Send r~sum~ to Greg 
Treadway, P.O. Box 652, Elizabethtown, KY 
42702-0652. Email churchofchrist@kvnet.org. 

Minister wanted for small congregation, about 
30, in Interlachen, FL 3-br house (next to church 
building) and utilities provided, plus small salary. 
Call Thomas Topping, (904) 684-2824. 

Preacher wanted: Growing congregation of 85 
looking for a sound gospel preacher. Prefer a 
family man with at least 5 years experience, age 
30-50. Salary negotiable. House provided. Send 
r~sum~ and cassette tape to Church of Christ, 
lOS N. 6th East, Hubbard, TX 76648. Contact 
C.G. Scruggs (254) 576-2194 or Jack Wright (254) 
826-3683. 

Minister wanted: Country congregation of 30 
members, seeking sound, experienced minister. 
We provide home, utilities and panial support. 
Contact William Hettick, (601( 289-7536, Nile 
Church of Christ, RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, 
MS 39051 or email us at beverly@netdoor.com. 

Sound gospel preacher wanted. Congregation of 
80 members. No elders at this time. House and 
salary. Contact John R. Corlew, 911 So. 19th 
St. Terr., Blue Springs, MO 64015. (816) 229-
0857 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of 
Christ, 11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or 
phone (303) 841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

A self supporting, conservative congregation of 
approximately 80 members located in the 
beautiful Piedmont area of Nonh Carolina seeks 
a biblically sound evangelist committed to 
personal work and growth. Must be able to relate 
to all age groups. Three-bedroom home and 
utilities provided. Salary will be based upon 
experience and education. Send r~sum~ and video 
rape of recent Sunday morning sermon and 
introduction of family members to: Elders, 
Eastchester Church of Christ, c/o Jim Thompson, 
1124 Tabor Street, High Point, NC 27262. 910-
885-6504 

Full-time minister wanted for small congregation 
of about 60. Salary, house, and utilities provided. 

Sound doctrinal, energetic pulpit minister, age 
32 or up with degree and preferable a family, 
for a small town, friendly congregation of 280 
and growing. Large 3-BR home plus salary to be 
based on experience and education. Excellent 
elders, deacons, youth minister, and secretary in 
place. Send resume to Liberty Church of Christ, 
3201 Nonh Main, Liberty, TX 77575. ATTN: 
Elders. (409) 336-2213. 

Preachers Available 
Sound, conservative, panial suppon (SS), two 
degrees in edu., good reacher and will help do 
P. E., 41 years exp. age 66, health ok. Wish ro 
locate within reasonable driving distance of VA 
hospital. No farther nonh than TN. Excellent 
references. No liberals or Nl. (919) 935-5310. 
email cegiesckc@bcaufonco.com. 

For Sale 
POWER Lectureship Books: Dangerous 'Isms 
(1997), The Two Covenants (1996), The Major 
Prophets (1995), The Providence of God (1989) 
$15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) $12.00. 
Order from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393· 
2690. Add $2.00 shipping & handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/11 (1994) - $17.50 
A Handbook on Bible Translation (1995) -
$21.75. Balanced Christianity: Maintaining 
Biblical Balance (1997) $17.50. Postpaid! 
Shenandoah Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach 
Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 696-
5532. 

Just published! Our Restoration Heritage, Vol. 
2, Reproducible Bible Class Book for Junior High 
through Adult: $10. Louis Rushmore, Toll Free 
(888) 725-7883 or E-mail: Rushmorc@wcir.nct 
or 4325 SE DR, Steubenville, OH 43953-3353. 

Preacher wanted to work with a small self
supporting congregation located in suburb of 
Denver, CO. Requires someone mature and well 
grounded in God's Word. Must have experience 
in personal work and pulpit speaking. Please 
send r&um~ with video or audio to Cherry Vista 
Church of Christ, 5305 So. Havana Sr., 
Englewood, CO 80111. Attn: Search Committee. 
Evenings call (303) 694-3429 or (303) 770-8459. 

Send r&umc! to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 269, Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
Elba AL 36323 For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 

Wanted: Full-rime evangelist to serve a bilingual 
congregation of 190 members. Ten years 
preaching experience and Spanish language skills 
desirable but not necessary. Building on 14 acres 
with a daycare center and a K-8 Christian school. 
Modern home and utilities provided. Not pan 
of salary. Salary open. Located in California's 
San Joaquin Valley, 1 Yl hours south of 
Sacramento. Send r&um~ to Church of Christ, 
1519 Tully Rd., Hughson, CA 95326. Attn. 
Elders. Call 0. Dean House (209) 883-0194 

Associate Minister wanted (position available for 
Jan. 1, 1998) in St. Louis area. Experience in 
campaigns and missions is desirable. 20-30 age, 
married man preferred. Salary negotiable. 
Responsible to elders but supervised by preacher. 
Send r~sum~ and video tape to Collinsville 
Church of Christ, 1400 Troy Rd., Collinsville, 
IL 62234. (618) 667-6708. 

University Church of Christ, 11114 Spur 248, 
Tyler, TX 75707, (903) 566-0853, seeks youth 
minister. We arc a congregation of over 300 
members who care deeply about our young 
people. We arc looking for a very dedicated, 
Bible-centered, and energetic man ro work with 
our youth and education department. Please send 
r~sum~ to the above address; attention Elders. 

Please send all 

address changes 

to the 

Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69 

Damon, TX 77430·0069 

159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We 
also buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to 
Avondale - an active congregation. 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-
1475. 

Christian caretakers/retired couple needed for 2· 
BR house located in NE Tennessee mts., one 
mile from local church. Owners reside in Florida; 
need someone ro live in home except for 4-5 
weeks per year. Caretakers may live in home for 
$50.00/month plus electricity bill in exchange 
for care of home and surrounding property. Must 
provide references. (352).373-9745 if interested. 

Central Carolina School of Preaching, Kingstree, 
S.C., established 1995, seeking religious books 
for library use. P.O. Box 951, Kingstree, SC 
29556. Call (803) 382-5824 or (803) 354-5362. 
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Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman 
• Literature: Rod Rutherford 

• Bible correspondence Courses: Ray Sullins 
• Campaign follow-up: Ed Crookshank 
• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 
• Bible Questions: David Amos, Roy J. Hearn 

and Albert McDaniel 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 

Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 
Phone (601) 895-9740 • Fax (601) 895-9741 

Catholic Debate 
Darrell Conley • H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Jerry Moffitt 

3 video tapes 
$44.95 

(includes shipping and handling) 

Firm Foundation 
1·800-572-3619 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 

Address correction requested. 

Nearly 20 years in existence .. ~ and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

ENG YING 
HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2 -adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 

4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 

Phone (601) 895-8437 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

• Two-year program 
• Tuition free 
• Umited financial aid 
• Qualified faculty 
• Established 19 71 
• Excellent library 
• Preaching oppor1unities 
• Wives classes 
• Housing available 
• Write or call for application 

Conducted by Karns Church of Christ 
James Meadows, Director 

6608 Beaver Ridge Road • Knoxvil le, TN 37931 • (423) 691·7444 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1998 
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Are All Churches the Same? 
By Robert Johnson 

The winds of change are blowing across the 
face of our society, challenging almost every
thing that has come before. As the church ex

ists in the world (but not of the world), it too has to 
face the challenge of change. Not all changes are bad, 
but those that would compromise or replace God's 
revealed truth in his Word are evil. Unfortunately, 
these negative changes challenge the very nature of 
the church, its doctrine, faith, and work. 

One area of change that the Lord's church faces 
is with its undenominational character. Some say the 
church of Christ is a denomination. We may have a 
distinctive doctrinal plea, but it is just one voice 
among many. We all are seeking to go to the same 
place, and God affords equal access to those who 
accept Christ, no matter the specific dogmas or 
creeds. 

This is seen in the statement made by Max 
Lucado, minister of the Oak Hills congregation in 
San Antonio, and popular Christian writer. In recent 
radio remarks, he said: 

I want to encourage you to find a church, I want 
to encourage you to be baptized, I want to en
courage you to read your Bible. But I don't want 
you to do any of that so that you will be saved. I 
want you to do all of that because you are saved. 

Earlier in the broadcast, he had encouraged his 
listeners to say the "sinner's prayer," to be saved by 
accepting Christ by faith in one's heart, apart from 
baptism. His view of the church is that denomina
tionalism is acceptable to God, and joining the 

church of your choice desirable. His fellowship with 
denominations is well documented. 

This is not an isolated incident in our brother
hood today. More and more are urging us to ignore 
the New Testament plea, accept denominationalism, 
and join with them. Is this acceptable? Does this 're
flect what Scripture teaches about the identity of the 
New Testament church? Are all churches the same? 
When we examine the pages of Scripture, the dis
tinctive nature of the church is seen. Although there 
are local congregations, there is only one church, of 
which these congregations are part. Jesus said, '~d 
I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18). 

Jesus established one church, not many. Paul af
firms this in Ephesians 4:4, "There is one body." He 
earlier identified the body as the church. '~d he put 
all things under his feet, and gave him to be head over 
all things to the church, which is his body, the full
ness of him who fills all in all" (Eph. 1:~2-23). Scrip
ture only knows one church, not many different de
nominations. 

Not only this, the church has but one doctrine, 
contained only in Scripture. Again, in Ephesians 4:5 
Paul wrote there is only "one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism." Faith here refers to what we believe, the 
faith. It is of this Paul wrote: 

I marvel that you are turning away so soon 
from him who called you in the grace of Christ, 
to a different gospel, which is not another; but 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

di•rect•ly 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

di·rect·ly (di-rekt-le) adverb Without anyone or 
anything intervening (American Heritage Dictio
nary of the English Language, Third Edition, 
1996). 

'

question of interest is whether the Holy 
Spirit operated directly upon the 
apostles of Jesus in revealing truth. An

other challenging question is whether the Holy 
Spirit operates directly upon modern saints, en
lightening and strengthening the child of God. 

The idea of the Holy Spirit directly giving guidance to Chris
tians of all ages is a major tenet of liberalism and deprecates the 
revealed Word. Discounting the Bible is central to religious liber
alism. It encourages people to wistfully wait for the Spirit to di
rectly give an intuitive feeling or a premonition, and impart 
strength to do whatever the Spirit is directly suggesting. The Holy 
Spirit's influence, in this view, is so slight as to be difficult to detect 
or analyze. It is abstruse and ambiguous. 

Some poor souls go through life straining to detect these hid
den hunches. The student is told to be open and sensitive to the 
Spirit's enlightenment, and receptive of the Spirit's power. All 
such teaching is without biblical precedent, that is, no Bible writer 
ever gave such advice. Though an attempt is made to make a case 
for this liberal view from the scriptures, it fails miserably and in
clines toward treating the inerrant revelation of the Almighty with 
suspicion. 

A clear definition of the word direct is critical to this discus
sion. I am attempting to impart some information to you in this 
essay. Question: Am I doing this directly or indirectly? The answer 
is indirectly. I am using words, which are the vehicle of ideas. If I 
attempted to give you my ideas without means - . no medium 
whatever - that would be direct and immediate. If I could trans
fer my thoughts to your mind without the use of the signs or sym
bols of ideas then it would be a direct action. If you could receive 
my brain waves without the use of words, or vision, or graph, or 
picture, or any other means of communicating ideas, that would 
be thought transferred directly, or extrasensory perception. 

Jesus talked directly (face to face) to his disciples when he was 
on earth, but did not teach them directly- he used words and il
lustrations. He could, but did not, infuse thought directly into the 
minds of the people. The people were astonished at the "words" of 
Jesus (Matt. 7:28). Jesus said "the words that I have spoken unto 



you are spirit, and are life" Qohn 6:63). He communicated his 
message through the medium of words and not directly. 

Jesus promised his apostles that, after his departure, he would 
send another comforter. "When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from him
self; but what things soever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and 
he shall declare unto you the things that are to come" Oohn 
16:13). The Holy Spirit used words to reveal the mind (wisdom) 
of God. He used a medium, and, therefore, the revelation was not 
immediate, nor was it direct. 

The Holy Spirit used words to send Peter to Caesarea and Paul 
to Macedonia (Acts 10: 19-20; 16:9). The Holy Spirit used words 
to communicate with the apostles, just as Jesus said he would 
ijohn 16:13). The seven letters to the seven churches of Asia were 
given in exact words to the apostle John (Rev. 2, 3). The Holy 
Spirit acted upon the mind of the apostles indirectly and not di
rectly (1 Cor 2:13 ). This is verbal inspiration. 

If the apostles received revelation by unaccountably finding 
the thought in their minds without knowing how it got there, they 
could not have been sure if it was their own wishful thinking, or 
the work of a demon, or a revelation of the Spirit. When they re
ceived information and instruction in words, they knew the source 
and were sure of the revelation. Paul wrote, "Which things also we 
speak, not in words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual things with spiritual words" 
(1 Cor. 2: 13). 

The apostles were not led by the Holy Spirit, nor taught the 
things of God, directly, but indirectly - by words. This was also 
true of some few first-century disciples who received spiritual 
gifts by apostolic hands (Acts 8:18). 

If a thing comes to us indirectly, through words, then we can 
study the matter, weigh the conditions, contemplate the situation, 
and make a judgment as to whether to accept or reject what is be
ing offered to us. This produces faith (Rom. 10:17). 

If the information comes directly (without any medium), it is 
in the mind without action on the part of the receiver. If a thought 
is thrust into the conscious or subconscious mind of an individual, 
the person is little more than a victim. 

The confirmation of the message revealed in words was an 
expression of the awesome power of deity and was always direct. 
Ananias and Sapphira experienced a direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit, as did Elymas (Acts 5:1-10; 13:8-11). These people could 
not resist the direct action of the Spirit. All miracles, whether of 
healing or of destruction, are done directly and immediately. Di
rect action of the Spirit cannot be resisted, because the Spirit is 
God. Confirmation of revelation is a demonstration of raw, naked 
omnipotence and establishes the certainty of information given in 
words, or indirectly. 

Some say a person today receives the message of God indi
rectly, through the words of the Bible, but a deep understanding of 
those words and the strength to keep them comes directly from 
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the Spirit ("directly, but only in conjunction with the 
Word"). 

If that is correct, the perception of truth in such a 
person and the ability to obey it is unlimited, else the 
direct power of the Spirit is weakness. A person re
ceiving information indirectly (through Bible study) 
but enlightenment and the force to obey directly 
would have infallible understanding and flawless 
obedience. Otherwise the Spirit has failed, which is 
impossible for he is God. A person saying that wis
dom and strength to obey are given directly by deity, 
must claim perfect knowledge and perfect obedi
ence. 

Someone may say, Peter sinned and Paul cor
rected him (Gal. 2: 11). Sure, but Peter received in
formation indirectly (the verification was direct, that 
is, through miracles). The indirect action could be 
resisted, the direct action could not be resisted. Peter 
could receive revelation of the Spirit through words 
and elect to obey or disobey, but he could not have 
overpowered the Spirit's direct action. When God 
said, "Let there be light,, light had no choice but to 
appear. If the Spirit was informing and guiding Peter 
directly, his obedience would be complete. His obe
dience was not perfect, therefore, his guidance was 
not direct but was indirect - through words. 

It is also true that every person who·receives wis
dom direaly must be in perfect agreement on Bible 
teaching, in every detail, with every other person 
who has such power, and there is n.o necessity to 
study. It would also follow, if the Spirit directly en
lightens the eyes and enables obedience for a person, 
he cannot be wrong about the teaching of the Bible 
on any point, and he cannot sin. Once saved always 
saved. That kind of power was not given even to the 
apostles. 

Religious liberals, who are irked by the thought 
of rules and regulations, do what they can to depre
cate words and the spiritual laws they express. They 
prefer to follow feelings and subjective hunches, and 
this often leads to discounting and denying the words 
of the Bible. They are looking for the Spirit to do 
something for and in them directly and immediately. 
This can cause one to set aside confumed revelation 
in favor of his inner longings, aspirations, and per
sonal desires. If that is proper, we do not need a 
book, even though it is inspired, and that is 
liberalism's conclusion. 

Others use the claim that the Spirit directly gives 
them understanding and strength to promote per
sonal agendas. It exalts them above others, and is a 
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kind of spiritual snobbery. It gives them a preference 
over that of any one not claiming this advantage. It is 
sinful because it is vainglory. 

The Bible was given indirectly -through words, 
or the equivalence of words - and was confirmed 
directly (by miracle). We have the established, writ
ten record, which has the power to make us com
plete, or perfect, in the sight of God, if we receive 
and obey it (2 T1m. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3). If we reject 
and disobey the revelation, which we can only do if 
the message comes to us indirectly, then we are in
complete and imperfect before God- that is, we are 
eternally damned. We are therefore to "receive with 
meekness the implanted Word, which is able to save 
your souls" ijames 1:21). 

Since the Bible was given indirectly, in· words, it is 
verbally inspired and inerrant. The divine demon
stration of its truth was a direct display of omnipo
tence. This is why it is necessary to insist upon strict 
conformity to the Bible. 

Matt 7:21-29 
21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 

Lord, shall enter into the kingdo~. of h~aven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father who is 
in heaven. · 

22 Many will· say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by 
thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do 
many mighty works? 

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniq
uity. 

24 Every one therefore that heareth these · 
words of mine, and doeth them, shall be lik
ened unto a wise man, who built his house 
upon the rock: 

25 and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and .beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon 
the rock. 

26 And every one that heareth these words 
of mine, and doeth them not, shall b~ likened 
unto a foolish man, who built his house upon 
the sand: · 

27 and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and smote upon that 
house; and it fell: and great was the fall 
thereof. 

28 And it came to pass, when jesus had fin
ished these words, the multitudes were aston
ished at his teaching: 

29 for he taught them as one having author
ity, and not as their scribes. 
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Are All Churches the Same? 
(continued from page 1) 

there are some who trouble you and want to 
pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or 
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
to you than what we have preached to you, let 
him be accursed (Gal. 1:6-8). 

Denominationalism does not exist in the New 
Testament. It can't be found in the pages of Scrip
ture, as it originated from man, not God. To be the 
Lord's church, we must adhere to what the Bible 
teaches about salvation, organization, and Christian 
living. The Lord's church, then, is not a denomina
tion, but undenominational. This is the church the 
Lord adds us to when we, in faith, obey his will and 
find his grace. 

Although the denominations advocate joining in 
work and fellowship, ignoring specific creeds or doc
trines, this is not consistently practiced. Doctrine 
does matter to people, as the continued existence of 
so many different denominations confirms. In fact, 
denominationalism is guilty of practicing the very 
thing it condemns, favoring one doctrine over others. 

The Promise Keepers are a good illustration of 
this point. While their goal of making men better 
husbands and fathers is admirable, it is a goal God 
fulfills through his church. There are scriptural 
problems inherent in Promise Keepers. For example, 
there are 7 promises you must commit yourself to 
keeping, if you would join them. Number 6 is, "A 
Promise Keeper is committed to reaching beyond 
any racial and denominational barriers to demon
strate the power of biblical unity." 

This goal is denied from being carried out by the 
Promise Keepers themselves. In the book, Seven 
Promises of a Promise Keeper, p. 10, you are told five 
things to do to become part of God's family. You 
must admit your spiritual need, repent, believe that 
Jesus died for you, receive Jesus Christ into your 
heart by praying the sinner's prayer, and tell others 
about your commitment. Is there a contradiction 
here? While many religions accept the idea of the 
"sinner's prayer," not all would include repentance. 
Others would require baptism as a condition of sal
vation. So, while some denominational barriers are 
to be torn down, not all are. They want you to aban
don your doctrinal beliefs if they don't conform to 
theirs. 

This shows how denominationalism can't beef
fectively united. The very definition of denomination 
prohibits it. If doctrine matters this much to people, 
why should we think it doesn't matter to God? Jesus 
said: "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me" Qohn 
14:6). He is the only way, and only Scripture reveals 
his way to us. 

Denominationalism is contrary to the will of 
God. His church, the one church, was purchased by 
the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28), and those cleansed 
by his blood are added to it (Acts 2:47). Divine will 
established the Lord's church, not human, and what 
is necessary for salvation, doctrine, and Christian liv
ing God determines. Thus, no denomination can be 
the Lord's church, and the Lord is not pleased when 
his will for the church is altered. 
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So, how do we approach those who are in de
nominations? On a personal level, our association 
with others should be positive. We should use our 
personal relationships to reveal Christ, taking advan
tage of the opportunities we have to help others see 
New Testament Christianity. Invite them to services 
where they can learn how simple and edifying wor
ship can be. Let them know there is something differ
ent from what the world calls religion, and it reaches 
the deepest need, penetrating right to the mind and 
heart of the worshiper. 

On a congregational level, the Lord's church is 
unique and different from any denomination, and 
must carry out its work as the Lord, and he alone, di
rects. We must not do anything that would compro
mise or annul God's will for his kingdom. "Do not be 
bound together with unbelievers," Paul exhorts (2 
Cor. 6: 14). If our fellowship is to be with God and 
those who obey him (1 John 1:3), how can we com
promise that relationship by participating with de-
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nationalism is sin, but there are good and honest in
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Word. The gospel is God's power to save (Rom. 
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those who need it most. 

1610 Lawn view 
Corpus Christi, TX 7 8404 

~ 

preaching experience). Jackie Stcarsman J.H. Blackman. Jr. Gene Burgett Bruce Daugheny 

6 

• A two year program with a minimum of 100 Director 
semester hours of college level work. 

• No tuition is charged and some assistance is 
available to qualified students. 

• One of the pioneer schools of preaching_ 
training men to preach since 1969 . 

• Approved for V. A. benefits. 
Write or call today for infonnation 1 application. 

Maurice Dnvis 

Reserve your copy of this year's lectureship book: 

Billy Davidson Brian Kenyon Gene Stilwell 

"Meeting The Challenging Test Of Life" (1998) Save $2.00 by reserving your copy at 
prepublication prices of $ 13.00 plus $2.25 s/h or pick up at Lectureship and save. 

l'Wv1ty.Thltd AnnuN 
florlda .khool ol P'rcac..NnQ 

L«<utr.ahlp 

J.dd~ Slanman, CMtedor 
&Db P1c.Aiul1y. CdlOf 

February 1998 
Firm Foundation 

Lectureship books from other years (some in short supply) 
"If The Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do?" ( 1997) $ 14.00 
"You Have Heard It Said ... But The Bible Says" ( I 996) $14.00 
"Good News That Troubles The World" (I 995) $13.75 
"The Doctrine Of Christ" (1994) $ 13.75 

Credit Cards Are Accepted- Call 800-320-9780 
email: FSOP@gte.net web site: hltp://chdi.com/fsop/ 



Division's Ugly Head 
By J. E. Choate 

The fact is clearly documented that two distinct 
and separate churches do exist in that 
the churches of Christ and the postmodern 

Church of Christ are now thought of as two separate 
fellowships. The lines of separation are as clear as the 
lines which marked in 1906 the Christian Church 
versus churches of Christ. The division is as obvious 
as in the 1968 Restructure, which put the "Indepen
dents" and "liberal" Disciples loggerheads apart. 

The "why," "who," and "how" of the causes of the 
first division in the churches of Christ/Christian · 
Church have been the subject of legions of articles and 
books. A formal census separating the Christian 
Church/churches of Christ did not exist prior to 1906. 

By the turn of the century, however, the Christian 
Church (digressives) had begun their own census due 
to the need for cash flow to fund their organized so
cieties. But in doing so, they made no distinction be
tween the churches of Christ and the Christian 
Church. Lipscomb then was pressed with the urgent 
need to identify churches who had neither part nor 
lot with the organ and society churches. 

Lipscomb had earlier attached no significance to 
a proposal in 1869 for a census of the Restoration 
churches. He reminded the interested party that 
God disapproved of David's prideful numbering of 
the Israelites. 

Lipscomb also found fault with Daniel Sommer's 
proposal in 1892 that all churches should write are
strictive clause to forbid the introduction of the or
gan and organized societies into the churches. The 
reason is summed in the statement that this would be 
the writing of a creed into the deed. 

But that mind set quickly changed after the big 
push of the digressives into Tennessee in 1890 to 
force the organ and societies into churches of Nash
ville and the southern region. This was the year also 
that the Disciples established the Tennessee Christian 
Missionary Convention. 

A.I. Myhr, the Tennessee society representative, 
had begun a count in 1902 of the Christian Churches 
in Tennessee. Myhr included the names of the 
churches of Christ as also belonging to the family of 
Christian Churches. 

John R. Williams in 1902 at the bequest of Lip-
. scomb and the Advocate was also busy compiling a 
list of churches known to oppose the innovations. 
Then the flurry of church counting took a sudden 
and dramatic turn. Brethren protesting forcing the 
organ into the church worship filed the notorious 
Newbern, Tenn., church of Christ lawsuit in 1902. 
The case was settled in 1905 on the side of those who 
favored the organ. 

The Newbern court case (1902-1905) convinced 
Lipscomb that the digressives would stop at nothing 
to ·move the innovations into the churches every
where. The Newbern church lawsuit was an ill omen 
of far greater magnitude than straws in the wind. It 
was time to separate the sheep from the goats. Lip
scomb wrote at the time, "God never made a deed 
without writing the creed in it, and a failure to ob
serve the creed was the forfeiture of the deed." 

In 1906, Lipscomb was busy counting churches 
of Christ, county by county in Tennessee, and wrote 
siX articles addressing the reasons for doing so. Then 
all of a sudden, the battle of the census gathering 
took another dramatic turn. S.D.N. North, director 
of the Bureau of Census in the Commerce and Labor 
Department, came to the independent conclusion 
that the Christian Church and church of Christ ex
isted as two separate fellowships. He made this dis
tinction in the U.S. Religious Census in 1906. 

North wrote Lipscomb to this end for clarifica
tion. Lipscomb responded that two such separate 
Restoration churches indeed existed. North made a 
special visit to Nashville in 1907 to confer with Lip
scomb on the matter. North petitioned Lipscomb to 
gather the church of Christ statistics for the Bureau 
of Census. He provided Lipscomb with the official 
forms. Lipscomb fully complied with the request. 

The Second Census Separating the Disciples 
The second division in the ranks of the Christian 
Church and Disciples of Christ is little known and of 
minimal interest to churches of Christ. Since the 
turn of the century all fraternal relations between the 
two fellowships ceased to exist. On the other hand, 
there were decades of endless bitter infighting and 
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bickering between the Independents and liberal Dis
ciples over local church control. 

Stephen J. Corey's Fifty Years of Attack and Con
troversy record a major part of that "bloody fight" 
between the Christian Church and Disciples of 
Christ for church control. The controversies were 
begun in earnest with the first meeting in 1927 of the 
North American Christian Convention. 

The whole "kit and caboodle" is summed up in 
one proposition, which was - Who would have con
trol of the local church at the "grass roots level -
the church elders or convention officers? Year after 
year, the liberal Disciples had beaten back the Inde
pendent Christians with their majority votes on ev
ery convention floor. 

By 1946 the Independents were sick and tired 
and fed up with being beaten down on every conven
tion floor with a controlled majority vote at the 
hands of their counterparts. They mounted a two
year campaign against their sister Disciples, which 
ended ten years later with the 1968 Restructure. 

The long-running campaign was mounted in 1946 
in the Christian Standard. A series of bold headlines 
focused on the central issues of the growing contro
versy: The first one read, "Committee of One Thou
sand Present Their Protest to the International Con
vention." The second protest was presented in unvar
nished language in '1\n Open Letter" with charges of 
infidelity against the International Convention. 

In 1947 the campaign went into high gear. Edito
rials were published under glaring captioned head
lines with the clarion call - "Stand Up and Be 
Counted." Then an "Honor Roll of the Faithful" was 
published, listing a large and growing number of mem
bers, elders, and preachers which grew into the thou
sands. Local churches by the hundreds registered 
their protest. 

Dwight E. Stevenson wrote at the time that future 
historians would settle on the date of Sept. 7, 1947, as 
marking the time when the decisive separation be
tween Independent Christians and the Liberal Dis
ciples began. 

Twenty years would pass before the formal sepa
ration became a reality in 1968. In 1960, the Dis
ciples inaugurated their ten-year Restructure. James 
DeForest Murch with the B.D. Phillips oil fortune 
mailed out to all Christian Churches listed in the 
Yearbook two open letters captioned "Freedom or 
Restructure, and the "Truth About Restructure." 
The letters were designed to create the suspicion 
that once Restructure was complete the churches 
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would lose their congregational autonomy and own
ership of their church property. 

Once again the Independents "stood up to be 
counted," and pulled out again in droves. From that 
time forward the two digressive denominations have 
gone their separate ways. Since then the Disciples of 
Christ have operated in the same fashion as all other 
denominations. 

Summary Conclusion 
Today the knowledge is clear and present that the 
churches of Christ, Christian Church, and Disciples 
of Christ do exist as three distinct and mutually exclu
sive fellowships with no formal fraternal ties of any 
kind. Lipscomb wrote a brief lamentation in 1907 for 
the Gospel Advocate titled "Divisions Must Come." 
He urged that when divisions, do come let them be 
along biblical lines - not personal confrontations. 

All of the dimensions of a Greek tragedy are 
present in the grim reality that forces the recognition 
that churches of Christ and Church of Christ are 
again divided. The "change agents" are working from 
power bases they never built. The most notable and 
powerful are the Christian schools. Of all places, 
these are where intellectual honesty should reign su
preme, but does not always do so. 

The big question is how to devise honorable ways 
and means to mark (call by name) churches and indi
viduals who are causing divisions. This is the imme
diate task for the churches of Christ to pull away 
from this untoward generation of postmodern liber
als. We do not seek a "bloody civil war" with them. 
The recognition that the liberal Churches of Christ 
no longer have any lot or part with churches estab
lished in another time by loyal brethren is a painful 
and growing reality. 3714'h Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, 1N 37215 
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Diana and Rubel 
By Lindell Mitchell 

It was a fairy-tale funeral. More than a million 
mourners watched the gun carriage bear the 
coffin from Kensington palace to Westminster 

Abbey. It bore the broken body of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. 

Inside the Abbey, the final resting place of Ed
ward the Confessor, 2,000 guests followed the spe
cially tailored liturgy. Elton John wore neither ear
rings nor a tiara when he sang his hastily revised ver
sion of "Candle in the Wind." The congregation 
clapped when Diana's brother, Lord Spencer, fin
ished insulting the press and rebuking the royal fam
ily. To the deep disappointment of news desks around 
the world, nobody booed Queen Elizabeth. 

The funeral, one of the biggest events ever staged 
in London, came at the end of a week of hysterical 
grieving in which endless rivers of syrup flowed from 
television, radio, and newspapers. The tragic death 
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of the Princess was treated as the greatest story ever 
told. 

London went berserk. One radio station offered 
free counseling for the deeply distressed. Calls for a 
new national holiday were sounded, Diana Day. 
Within three days of the accident in Paris, a dozen 
people emerged from St. James' Palace, where Diana's 
body was lying in the royal chapel, saying they saw her 
smiling down at them from the corner of a portrait of 
Charles the First. 

The people's Princess was in reality far from the 
people. Her father was Edward John Viscount 
Althorp, the only son of the 7th Earl Spencer. Her 
mother was Frances Ruth Burke Roche, the youngest 
daughter of the 4th Baron Fermoy. Diana was 
descended from Charles II and James II, and was 
Charles' seventh cousin once removed. 

In July 1997, the world saw the Princess com
forting a weeping Elton John and his male lover at 
the grisly memorial service for the homosexual fash
ion designer, Gianni Versace. 

In August, between Mediterranean cruises, she 
returned to Britain for what she hoped would be a 
quiet consultation with her favorite psychic. To avoid 
drawing attention to herself, she landed in her 
clairvoyant's small Derbyshire village in a helicopter 
accompanied by her millionaire playboy lover. Upon 
landing she was spotted by a little girl with a camera 
that she told to go away. 

A few days before her death, Earl Howe, a Con
servative foreign affairs spokesman, attacked her as 
a "loose cannon." 

Diana was a complicated figure: there was the 
slightly dim supermodel and the royal rock groupie; 
the tireless super-mum and the vulnerable single 
mother. Best of all, there was the manipulative, sui
cidal, bulimic neurotic with the highest staff turn
over in London. Death streamlined her; now there 
was only the luminous angel who walked among her 
people bestowing love. 

Diana made people feel good, which is why she is 
worshiped. In place of self-denial, Saint Diana of
fered self-fulfillment; in place of the contemplative 
cell, she offered and demanded "space." If all else 
failed, there was always the fortune-teller. 
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A columnist for London's Daily Telegraph, Bar
bara Amiel, argued that one of the many paradoxes 
of Diana's sad life is that her lingering image may 
save Britain's monarchy. She speculated, "The public 
may now feel that they cannot deny Diana's fervent 
wish: to see Prince William become King of England" 
("The Princess of the Common Touch," New York 
Times~ Sept. 2, 1997, p. A-15). 

In a disgusting attempt to cloak himself with 
Diana's angelic light, Rubel Shelly offered an edito
rial in the Sept.-Oct. 1997 issue of Wineskins entitled 
"In with the Old, in with the New." He accepts the 
inane assertion that Diana will save the British mon
archy and attempts to convince us that he will save 
the church. 

Prince Rubel says: 
Here is a precedent for modernity and tradi
tion coming together. Neither destroyed the 
other, yet both were profoundly changed by 
the union (p. 4 ). 

Rubel wonders if we may not say the same thing 
about what we are witnessing with worship in the 
church. 

This Prince of apostasy thinks the generations 
need each other and that we can bless each other. He 
believes Ms. Amiel's editorial about Queen Elizabeth 
and Princess Diana makes his point. Diana, we are 
told, was a woman of her time, hard pressed to con
form to protocols that did not fit her or her peers. 
The Queen was equally a woman of her time who 
could not understand that the pulse of her country 
was beating in sync with her daughter-in-law. Based 
on this penetrating analysis, Dr. Shelly says if these 
women had not been so distant from each other and 
so threatened by each other, "many, many things 
might have been different." Prince Rubel avers: 

A marriage might have been better. The temp
tation to go seeking other companions might 
not have come to the Prince and Princess. 
There might have been no estrangement, no 
divorce, no crash in a Paris tunnel (p. 5). 

I have read a lot of nonsense written by philoso
phers, but this is over the top. Princess Diana's mar
riage fell apart because her husband insisted on con
tinuing a sexual liaison with another man's wife! 
Diana responded by keeping her own stable of lov
ers. The destructive distance existed between the 
Princess and her husband, not between the Princess 
and the Queen. She was not married to the Queen. 
Diana was threatened by Camilla Parker Bowles, not 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Even if Prince Rubel had stopped here, it would 
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have been a colossal embarrassment. But he charged 
ahead. Those insisting on New Testament directed 
worship were compared unfavorably to British roy
alty. Baby boomers were compared favorably to Prin
cess Diana frolicking topless in the Mediterranean 
with a man not her husband. I am not kidding! Prince 
Rubel tells us: 

If those of us who want to preserve the tradi
tions in which we were raised can be a bit more 
understanding and incorporating toward Baby 
Boomers and Generation X-ers who want some 
things more in sync with their pulses and those 
of their searching contemporaries, there need 
be no divorces i.e., splits in our churches. If the 
younger people who want some things to be 
more relevant to their tastes and time can af
firm the value of their parents' and grandpar
ents' traditions, maybe both generations can 
profit from the exchange (p. 5). 

Experience shows that this sort of material trans
lates into something sinister. Translated it reads: "If 
you unenlightened traditionalists let us do as we 
please, we will allow you to keep separate but un
equal Bible classes along with 'traditional' worship 
services until we are strong enough to throw you out 
of the building you paid for." 

Instead of striving to be "more incorporating" 
toward what pulsating baby boomers and X-ers find 
relevant to their tastes, we must concern ourselves 
with what God says. Rather than affirming our par
ents' and grandparents' traditions, we must heed 
God's Word. 

Dr. Shelly's high-blown rhetoric about mutual 
respect between the faithful and the flippant innova
tors is a smoke screen. It has no substance and is 
without merit. A sovereign people may choose to 
submit to a king or not to have one. They may elect 
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to retain a figurehead king with no real power, if they 
like. This is not parallel to the church of Christ. The 
church is the Lord's kingdom on earth. He is its only 
potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords. He 
has all authority in heaven and on earth (Matt. 
28:18). What he says goes. He is the way, the truth, 
and the life. Any man who comes to the Heavenly Fa
ther must come through the Christ, ·and he must 
come on the Lord's terms ijohn 14:6; 12:48). 

more about him than he realizes. Her loosey-goosey 
thinking and lifestyle may pretty well describe the 
type of worship he would like to see the church 
adopt. Folks who experience what they mistakenly 
believe is a direct leading of the Holy Ghost and fall 
down slobbering may not be too far away from a di
vorced Princess with a drunken driver slamming into 
the support beam of a French tunnel in Paris. 

It is not a matter of warring parties fmding peace 
through compromise. If any party is judged faithful, 
it will be the result of following the Lord's instruc
tions (Matt. 7:21). This is true whether it seems rel
evant to the tastes of baby boomers or is in sync with 
the "pulses" of generation X -ers. 

Diana's great physical beauty combined with her 
laudable charitable work did not diminish the harm 
her careless harlotry caused the British Crown. Nor 
do Rubel's fair speeches about mutual respect dimin
ish the harm his spiritual harlotry does to the church. 
Brethren, do not go whoring after false religions with 
him. 

Prince Rubel's shameless attempt to cloak him
self in the popularity of a fallen Princess says much 
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Missionary Page -Rod Rutherford, editor 

India a Fertile Mission Field 
By Frank Faircloth 

Brother J. C. Bailey has often stated that India is 
the ripest mission field in the world. I concur 
with that statement. I have made fifteen mis

sion trips to India. My first four trips were six weeks 
each and the other eleven have been ten to thirteen 
weeks each. 

From the beginning of my efforts in India, I have 
worked with established congregations to edify the 
members and convert the many non-members who 
were attending Bible classes and gospel meetings. We 
have been able to establish many congregations in 
neighboring villages and towns through these estab
lished works. We depend upon the preachers of the 
well-established congregations and the mature mem
bers to work with the new converts. The greatest 
challenge we have is to help the new converts remain 
faithful. It is not possible for us to know the retention 
rate. We do know that many of the churches we have 
planted are still meeting. Indian brethren are continu
ally establishing new congregations even when Ameri
can missionaries are not present. 

I spend much of my time in India training preach
ers. Even though we have several preacher-training 
schools in India, there are some brethren who want to 
preach who are unable to attend one of these schools. 
I work with them to give them the basic skills needed 
to evangelize. 

In addition to my efforts with established congre
gations and in preacher training, brother T.V.N. 
Kumar and I work with a leper colony where all 66 
adults are members of the Lord's church. Lepers are 
forced to beg for a living; they may not be employed 
in the workplace. To help these needy Christians, 
brother Kumar came with me to the United States in 
1993 to encourage brethren to contribute enough 
money so each leper would have one meal a day. Sev
eral congregations responded generously to this effort 
and continue to give. A meeting place for the church 
in the leper colony has also been built with the help of 
the North A congregation in Midland, Texas. 

In 1988, brother Kumar began a home for the 
children of the lepers. If the children remain in the 
colony, there is a great danger of their also becoming 
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lepers. To avoid this, brother Kumar ,...------..., 
saw the need to separate the children 
from the age of six (with the parents' 
permission) from the parents. It also 
makes it possible for the children to 
attend the public schools. They 
would not be allowed to go to school 
if they remained in the leper colony. 

The children initially lived in a Rod Rutherford 

rented building, but it was not adequate. Brethren re
sponded generously to a plea for funds. Land was 
purchased upon which a new home for the children 
was built. We are now in the process of adding a sec
ond story for brother Kumar and his family. He is the 
administrator of the home, and needs to be near the 
children. The school the children attend is in walking 
distance. They are able to visit their parents fre
quently, although no physical contact can take place. 
Several individuals and one congregation provide the 
children's food and clothing. 

I raise money to construct meeting places for the 
church in areas where the members are not able to 
do it for themselves. Many of them freely provide 
their labor. Some congregations have been able to 
build their own facility by borrowing the money, but 
this is the exception. 

Another aspect of our work is purchasing Bibles 
to distribute as we go from place to place preaching 
the Word. We order the Bibles (available in various 
Indian languages) from the Indian Bible Society. They 
are shipped to the places I plan to work and are avail
able when I arrive. 

There are many good brethren who make annual 
trips to India and others who go occasionally. How
ever, there are more than nine hundred and fifty mil
lion people in India so we need other helpers. The 
work is difficult, but rewarding. Most who go desire 
to return. If you are interested in going to India, or 
would like to help in the India work in some way, 
please contact me at 118 Woodlawn Drive, Bridge
port, AL 35740. P.O. Box 751135 

Memphis, 1N 38175-1135 
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Toreador-Shelly Debate on Unity 
(Dr. Rubel Shelly presented his side of this discussion at a Spiritual Renewal Conference in Florence, AL, 

April19, 1996. The conference was made up mostly of charismatic preachers of the Pentecostal and Assemblies 
of God persuasion, with a few Baptist preachers thrown in for good measure. Shelly is the preacher for the 
Woodmont Hills Church in Nashville. His doctorate is from Vanderbilt University. His remarks were prepared 
in advance but delivered extemporaneously. L. Toreador is a bull fighter from Texas. He has no advanced de
grees from prestigious universities, but lots of common sense and a good knowledge of scripture. "Let God be 
found true and every man a liar.») 

Sixth Affirmative lay R. Shelly, Ph.D. 
Maybe part of our problem is that we labor under 
the false illusion that the early church was something 
it never was. A doctrinally flawless and behaviorally 
pure .church, which was everywhere uniform. 

Oh, get real! Have you not read your New Testa
ments? 

The Jerusalem church, ah, there's ·our model 
church - well, for some of us. A racially exclusive 
church- a racist church- that's what Jerusalem 
was. And that church existed as a racist church for 
10 years before persecution scattered them, and they 
had to rethink some things. 

The church at Corinth - well, I know some 
churches that could qualify to be, you know, Corin
thian. They're getting close, they're working hard. 

Colosse was a church that had doctrinal heresy 
working in it. The first-century church never had a 
uniform set of congregations. [It] had behavioral, 
moral flaws and divisions, like were in the church at 
Corinth, when Paul wrote to it. 

You would be the church of God at Corinth? 
When Paul writes to the Colossians (with doctri

nal heresy), you know what he calls them? Last thing 
I'm about to call you people. No, to the church of 
God that's at Colosse. 

Our churches are not uniform, precisely because 
we're not gonna let one person think and all the rest 
of us walk in lockstep. 

In my tradition, the formation of denominations . 
has pretty· well been explained this way - first one 

· and then another false person got up some weird idea 
and led a group of people off to form a new denomi
nation. 

That's not the history of denominations. The his
tory of denominations essentially is that a church 
would rock along for a period of time and there 
would be within that denomination the discovery of 
some biblical truth that had been overlooked. And 

some group begins to affirm. that within the group, 
and because they're affirming something that is not 
an emphasis of the group, they begin to be slapped 
down by the group. And so the smaller group is ei
ther ostracized - set off to itself - or withdraws to 
itself - not to do something heretical but to affirm 
something high and holy that has been overlooked, 
and that they've just discovered. 

Give them 20 years and guess what will happen. 
Anybody makes a discovery now in this group, will 
be ostracized - set off, put down, not allowed 
to teach it. He will either be cut off, ostracized, 
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disfellowshipped or they'll go off out here on their 
own and set up something different from that to af
firm this discovery of some truth that has been over
looked. 

Give them 20 years, guess what'll happen to that 
one. 

That's the history of denominations. Most of 
them have formed because, in a given generation, 
someone has discovered a truth that has been over
looked, or that is peculiarly relevant to time and place, 
and the traditionalists will not allow the insight to be 
shared. They will suppress and put down anyone who 
attempts it. 

Or maybe, just maybe, we have a romanticized 
notion of unity that holds that a Christian can't be one 
with people with whom he has doctrinal disagree
ments, whose commitments he can't embrace, whose 
projects he can't share. Really! Then each one of us is 
going to become a church unto himself ultimately. 

Bless her heart, my wife's wrong about a few 
things. But don't we all think that way? Each of us 
judges every other one of us. Each church judges every 
other church by who we are and where we are today. 

If you have a wife, if you have siblings (children}, 
the idea that you can be family and not see eye to eye 
on everything ought not to be a revelation to you. It 
might be to some of us men. (We've lived in such 
oblivion within our families - buying our newspa
pers, or watching the evening news, or ball games}. 
Most men have probably even noticed it by now. 

Others of us have a sneaking hunch that human 
pride is the fundamental root of our failure at unity. 

Each of us has enough pride to insist that he or 
she is always right. And I can't see my faults any 
more easily than you can see yours. And so we hold 
each other at arm's length. We're civil with each 
other, but we won't embrace each other, and we 
won't affirm oneness in Christ. And when we repre
sent each other's points of view, we do it through 
caricature and stereotype, not with sensitivity, not 
with real understanding and appreciation. 

Sixth Response by L. Toreador, a Bullfighter 
Shelly, what's wrong with you? No one thinks any 
church - first century or otherwise - including 
Woodmont Hills- is made up of sinless people? 

The apostle John said to Christians, "If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us" (1 John 1:10). We all sin- that is 
no surprise. People, in the first century (Corinth, 
Colosse, and Jerusalem), sinned. 



Still, it seems strange that you would accuse the 
jerusalem church, which continued steadfastly in the 
"apostles' teaching and fellowship" (Acts 2:42) of 
being racist. Shelly, do you think the Holy Spirit who 
inspired the apostles was racist? Do you claim to oc
cupy a higher throne than the apostles of Jesus? 

No one is attempting to restore a sinful church of 
the first century. Rubel, how could you teach restora
tion for so many years and not know that truth is to be 
restored, not error? We need to bring again into the 
world the church as described in the seed of the king
dom, which is the word of God. Neither Corinth, nor 
Colosse, nor Jerusalem is to be restored, but the ideal 
as set forth in scripture is the pattern. 

Can it be that Rubel Shelly just doesn't get it? That 
he now despises the appeal to restore the ancient or
der because he never understood it in the first place? 

Get real, Rubel! Have you not read your New 
Testament? 

Shelly, what exactly do you mean when you say 
you know of some churches that are Corinthian? Are 
you slamming your brothers in Christ? Who, what, 
whom do you have in mind? 

Shelly you say that churches today are not uni
form because we are not going to let one person do 
the thinking for us and the rest walk in lockstep. But 
if we let the Bible be the absolute authority and in
spired men do the thinking for us, could we then 
walk in lockstep? 

In his often quoted prayer for unity jesus made 
request "for them also that believe on me through 
their word" ijohn 17 :20). When we believe on jesus 
through the word of the apostles, we will "all speak 
the same thing" and there will be "no divisions 
among you;" but we will "be perfected together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor 
1:10). If we walk in the light of God's Word, we have 
fellowship one with another (1 John 1:7). The prayer 
of Jesus "that they all may be one" is fulfilled for all 
those who strictly conform to the New Testament. 

When knowledgeable people talk about restoring 
the church of the New Testament, the one they are 
talking about is the one Jesus said he would build 
(Matt. 16:18). The one to which God adds all the 

· saved (Acts 2:4 7). The church that is the one body of 
Christ (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4). The church that is the 
kingdom of heaven on earth, and to which the 
apostles were given the keys (Matt 16:19). 

Surely, Doctor Shelly, you understand that no in
formed person seeks to restore a denomination, but 
is seeking to be faithful to that one grand, universal, 

invisible, eternal kingdom for which Jesus gave his 
life (Eph. 5:23-27). To belittle and ridicule that noble 
concept is to play the part of a fool. 

When we follow God's Word, which is a lamp to 
our feet, and a light to our pathway, we will be saved 
and added by the hand of God to the church purchased 
by the blood of jesus (Acts 20:28). As long as we are 
true to the divine revelation, we will be united. We may 
be few in number, but we will be one in what we speak, 
without divisions, and perfected together in the same 
mind and judgment (1 Cor. 1:10). 

Truth unites all that accept it. It is error that di
vides. When we follow just the Bible and, conse
quently, reject human opinion, we are undenomina
tional. We are the one body of Jesus. We are the king
dom of heaven. We are the church of Christ. Doctor 
Shelly, your strange view that discovering truth 
makes denominations is incredible. 

Pride creates problems. The broad way that leads 
to destruction is crowded with people who fly the 
banner of pride and who are inebriated by their fad
ing glory. The narrow way contains a few who have 
passed the straitened gate and who are abiding by the 
divine rulebook. They have laid aside pride and ef
frontery (Matt. 7:13-15). P. 0. Box 690192 
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The 24th Annual Lectureship 
East Tennessee School of Preaching 

-Leviticus-
March 1·4, 1998 

Sunday, March 1 
1 0:00 a.m •••••••••••••••••••••••...•.. Introduction to Leviticus .....••••••••••••.••....•.......••..........•........ David Llpe 
11 :00 a.m ••.•.....•.•...•.......•...•. Overview of Sacrificial system ••..•........•••••••.•••.•..........•.•. Edwin Jones 
2:30 p.m ••••••••••••..•.............. Burnt Offerings .......•..........•..•.•.......................•.•••...••............• Bill Nicks 
7:00 p.m ••.•......•..•...•.•..•••.••• Singing 
7:30 p.m •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• Youth: Fear Mother and Father ...................................... David Powell 

Monday, March 2 
8:00 a.m ............................. Priesthood Principles ...................................................... Tom Holland 
8:30 a.m ••....•..•...•••.•........... Meal Offering •.....••............•...•...•...•.•••.•................•.•.... Gary Summers 
9:30 a.m ••..•........................ Peace Offering ...............•..•.....•••.........•.•..........................•••••• Ben Flatt 

••••••••••••..•................... Class: Atonement ........••.••....•.•....•.........•••.............•.•... James Rogers 
1 0:30 a.m .•.••.•••................•..• Sin Offerings ....•••••.....••••.•................•••••.••••..............•••... David Vaughn 

•••••.•.•....................•.•.. Ladies: Pure Religion ••................••.•.•••••••...........••••..•..•... Jane Brown 
11 :20 a.m ............................. Trespass Offerings ....••••••.....••......•.....••.•.••••..........••.••.• Terry Wheeler 
2:00 p.m ••••••••.•••...•.........•••• The Consecration of Aaron and His Sons •........•.••••••• Charles Brown 
2:50 p.m .••••••••••••............•.•• Clean and Unclean Animals ............................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

.................................. Class: Types and Shadows .............................................. David Pharr 
3:40 p.m •................•••.•••••••• Purification of Women ............................................... Anthony Hixson 
7:00 p.m ••....•.........••••••••.•••• Singing •.•...................••..........•..............•...••••.••.•.........•.••••••• Mark Altes 
7:30 p.m •.•..••.••...•••••.•.•.•.•••. Respect of Persons .•........•.•.........................•..•.•... Michael Gurganus 
7:45 p.m ............................. •strange Fire" ..................•.•••.........................•..•......••....... Tom Holland 

Tuesday, March 3 
8:00 a.m •....•••..••••••••••••••••.•. Priesthood Principles ...................................................... Tom Holland 
8:30 a.m .•...............•...••••••.. Leprosy ...•.••..........•.......•....•...............•••.•••...........••••.•..•...... Mark Altes 
9:30 a.m ...............•.....•....... Uncleanness .................•.••..•...•..•........•.••..............•.••.• Richard Melson 

••••••••••................•.••..•• Class: Atonement ••.......................•........•......•..•.....•.••.. James Rogers 
1 0:30 a.m .•••••••••••••.••••.......... The Day of Atonement ......................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr • 

••••••••••••.•••.••.........•••••• Ladies: Pure Homes ..................................................... Irene C. Taylor 
11 :20 a.m .......••••••.•••.......•.... The Place and the Prohibition •........•..•.•••..•••.......... William Woodson 
2:00 p.m •••••••••.•...•.......•..•••• Purity ••...•.•.•...•.•••••..............••••••••..•............•••••..••.........•.•••..•.• Jim Laws 
2:50 p.m •••••••••...••.•••••••••••••• Regulations and Restrictions ••...•.............••••••.........•••••• Lonnie Smith 

•.•...............•.••.••••••••••• Class: Types and Shadows .............................................. David Pharr 
3:40 p.m ••••••.................•••.•• Prevention and Protection ........................................... Bobby Duncan 
7:00 p.m •••••••.•••.•....•..•.•.•...• Singing .........•...•.•..•.........••..............................•.......•........• Ken Forrest 
7:30 p.m ....•••••••••••.••••••••.•••• Aaron: God's Appointed High Priest ...............•.....•... Eddie Cornelius 
7:45 p.m •••••••.•••••...••••.••..•••• Holy, Holy, Holy .......................................................... Wendell Winkler 

Wednesday, March 4 
8:00 a.m •.•.............•...••..•.... Priesthood Principles ...................................................... Tom Holland 
8:40 a.m ............•....••.......... The Set Feasts ...•.......•.••...........••••••.••••.......••••••........••.•• Jerry Jenkins 
9:30 a.m .••••••••.•••.•..........•..• Keeping Order ••••.........•.....•.•••.......•••••.•.•••.••.......... Kenneth Randolph 

•.••••••••••••••••••.••........... Class: Atonement •..•.•.......••••••••.......•.•..•.•••.•••............•• James Rogers 
10:30 a.m .•••••.•..•....•...•••.•.••.• The Sabbath for the Land .............................................. Gene Stilwell 

••••••••••••••••••.•..........•..• Ladies: Pure Lifestyles, •Holy" ................................ Jane Washington 
11 :20 a.m ......•..•..••••.••••••..•.•• The Year of Jubilee ••.•.......•......•...............•.••.•................. Charles Box 
2:00 p.m •.•.•••..•..•.••••.••••.•.••• Reward of Obedience ........................................... E. Claude Gardner 
2:50 p.m ••••••••••.••.•.•.•..•••••.•• Retribution for Disobedience ..............••............•.••.• James Meadows 

••.....•.•...•..•••••.••......•... Class: Types and Shadows .............................................. David Pharr 
3:40 p.m ......•.•••••••••••.••.•..••• Vows and Tithes ............................................................... Tim Nichols 
7:00 p.m .•.•••••••••••..•.•.•••••.•.• Singing ..•............••.•..................•..........•.••••••.............•.......•••• Herb Byrd 
7:30 p.m .•...•...•.•.••.•.•.•••.•••.. Honor the Aged ................................................................ Ben Justice 
7:45 p.m ••••.........•••••...•.••.... Jehovah Spoke .......................................................... Clayton Winters 

Special Events 
Honor Dinner lor Clifford Reel, Tuesday at 12;15 p.m. • Alumni and Friends Dinner, Tuesday at 5:00p.m. 
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Cane Ridge 
By Adron Doran 

The Cane Ridge Meetinghouse has become a 
significant historical site marking the begin
ning point of the Restoration appeal. The work 

of Barton Warren Stone began there six or eight years 
before Thomas and Alexander Campbell came to 
America from Ireland. Stone and his associates set in 
motion the scriptural process by which the New Tes
tament church was restored after having lost its iden
tity in the maze of denominationalism. 

Robert Finley led a group of pioneer settlers from 
Pennsylvania and North Carolina in 1790 to the cane
brakes of Bourbon and Nicholas counties in Ken
tucky. Finley set about to organize Presbyterian 
churches at Cane Ridge and Concord. Meetinghouses 
were erected at both places. A blue ash log building 
was constructed at Cane Ridge in 1791, one year prior 
to the time that Virginia County was added to the 
Union as the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The Cane 
Ridge building is still standing in good repair but the 
Concord building was destroyed by a windstorm a few 
years ago. 

The first preachers to serve the Cane Ridge 
Church were Andrew McClure (1791-92) and Robert 
Finley (1773-95). Finley organized a log cabin acad
emy where three signers to the Last Will and Testa
ment of the Springfield Presbytery attended. Robert 
Trimble, later an associate justice of the United States 
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Supreme Court, was also a student there. Because 
Finley imbibed excessively of alcohol, the Transyl
vania Presbytery deposed him as the "pastor" of the 
Cane Ridge and Concord churches on Oct. 6, 1796. 

The dismissal of Finley by the presbytery because 
of "habitual inebriety" had left a vacancy in both pul
pits when Barton Stone appeared on the scene in the 
late fall of 1796. Stone was selected as the "supply pas
tor" on the basis of a license granted to him by the 
North Carolina Orange Presbytery. Stone became 
quite successful as an interim evangelist. Within a few 
months 30 members had been added to the Cane 
Ridge Church and 50 to the Concord congregation. 

Barton Stone, as an infant, had been sprinkled for 
baptism by an Episcopal priest, in arrangements by his 
mother, in Tobacco, Virginia. He did not come under 
the influence of hyper-Calvinistic Presbyterians until 
1790 when he enrolled as a student in Guilford Acad-

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong-fra'Ilework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 

4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 

Phone (601) 895-8437 

February 1998 17 
Firm Foundation 



emy, operated by David Caldwell, near Greensboro, 
North Carolina. Stone was deeply offended by the 
doctrine contained in the Westminster Confession of 
Faith. He could not harmonize the teaching of the 
Bible with what he heard the Calvinists preach. 

In the passing of time, Stone became associated 
with William Hodge, Hope Hull, William McGee, 
and others, who helped him to a better understanding 
of the Word of God and to resolve the conflicts within 
his delicate spirit. Stone was showing a ready mind to 
reject human creeds and confessions by the time that 
he reached the land of Central Kentucky in 1796. 

The principles of restoration took form and mea
sure in the mind of B. W. Stone and his associates dur
ing the latter part of the 1700s and became full-grown 

. during the early 1800s. Stone had been exposed to 
some of the men who led the Christian Connection 
with James O'Kelly before he came to Kentucky. Fol
lowing the great Cane Ridge revival he and his cohorts 
became closely associated with Rice Haggard and 
Clement Nance. They taught the Republican Method-

·. ists in Virginia to take the Bible as the only rule of faith 
· and practice and to accept the name Christian. Stone 
admitted that he and his peers learned this lesson from 
Haggard at Cane Ridge in 1804. 

Stone· expressed his reservations over being re
quired to . accept the doctrine prescribed by the 
Westminster Confession of Faith at the time he was 
examined to be licensed by the Orange Presbytery in 
1795. Most of Stone's doubts about sectarianism and 
his sincere desire to seek and accept the Word of God 
as revealed ill: the. Bible came into clearer focus after 
. he came to Cane Ridge. 
. By 1798 the time had come when Stone must sub
mit to an examination by representatives of the 
Transylvania Presbytery for full ordination t.o the min-

, istry. He. was fearful that his orthodoxy would be 
' questioned when he was questioned about contents of 
: the confession of faith instead of the teaching of the 
:Bible. He ~~pressed his concerns to James Blythe and 

Robert Marshall who assured him that he should have 
· no doubts. The Transylvania Presbytery gathered to
, gether ·in the Cane Ridge Meetinghouse to conduct 
~ and witness the ordination ceremony that would rec-

ognize Barton Stone as a full-fledged Presbyterian 
'preacher. 

Blythe a_nd M~rshall agreed to ask Stone one ques
: tion. "Do you receive and adopt the Westminster 
. Confession of Faith as containing the system of doc
trine taught in the Bible?" With no hesitation and spo

.. ken loudly enough for all who had assembled to hear, 
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Stone answered. "I do, so far as I see it consistent with 
the Word of God." Stone had already decided that the 
doctrine of election, reprobation and predestination 
was not consistent with the Word of God. He' had 
concluded that "Calvinism is among the heaviest clogs 
on Christianity in the world (and) it is a dark mountain 
between heaven and earth." Since there were no ob
jections raised to his answer and his ordination was 
approved, Stone felt free to preach the Bible alone·in 
pulpits of the Cane Ridge and Concord churches~ · 

Three years ·after Stone's ordination at Cane 
Ridge he traveled to Logan County· to a meadow site 
on Gasper River near Russellville, Ky., to attend a 
camp meeting in which James McGready, whom 
Stone had known in North Carolina, was doing the 
preaching. McGready and his associates represented 
the new revivalism and evangelism sweeping the west
ern frontier. Stone was deeply impressed by what he 
saw and heard at the McGready revival. 

Stone returned to Cane Ridge to fill his next ap
pointment to preach on Sunday morning. He took as 
the text for his sermon, Mark 16:15-16. Though he 
was not aware at the time of the significance of bap
tism, as commanded in the Great Commission, he,was 
fully convinced that Jesus Christ had authorized the 
apostles to "go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature." He was further convinced that 
each person who heard the Gospel could· receive the 
Word of God and believe without direct operation of 
the Holy Spirit upon his heart first. · 

By the time that August 1801 had rolled around, 
things were ready and in place for the great revival 
meeting to be conducted at Cane Ridge. The meeting 
brought throngs of people to the church campus and 
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attracted a large number of preachers, most of whom 
were Presbyterians. Stone observed that the partici
pants were united in one mind, one soul and one sub
ject, which was the salvation of sinners. He reported 
that they were all singing the same songs of praise, all 
were united in prayer, and all preached a free salvation 
based upon the conditions of faith and repentance. 

Stone and his peers lost no time and left no stone 
unturned in their efforts to promulgate the preaching 
of the gospel and to keep alive the enthusiasm that the 
revival had generated. Four other Presbyterian 
preachers joined Stone in the early days of the Resto
ration Movement in the west. Richard McNemar, 
John Thompson and John Dunlavy were preaching for 
churches in Ohio while Robert Marshall and Stone 
were preaching for congregations in Kentucky. David 
Purviance who was a ruling elder in the Cane Ridge 
Church supported them. 

This contingency of reformers began to preach at 
home and abroad that denominations should abandon 
their human creeds and confessions, should accept 
the Bible alone as the rule of faith and practice, and 
should unite upon the name Christian. As would be 
expected, it was not long until the sectarian leaders 
became offended at·the preaching of doctrine con
trary to their confession of faith. 

The doctrine preached by Stone and his associates 
was distinct in that it affirmed the love of God for the 
whole world, confirmed the mission of the Son of God 
to save the lost and proposed that man can and must 
believe, repent, and obey the gospel to be saved from 
his sins. Their preaching was in clear contrast with the 
doctrine of the Presbyterian churches as incorporated 
in the Westminster Confession of Faith in which their 
orthodoxy was defined. 

Richard McNemar, who was preaching for the 
Turde Creek church in Brown County, Ohio, was the 
first of the restorers to be called before the Washing- . 
ton Presbytery to account for preaching anti-Calvinist 
doctrines. He was charged with heresy and his case 
was referred to the Kentucky Synod, which met at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Lexington on Sept. 10, 
1803. 

McNemar knew he had little, if any, chance to 
successfully defend himself against a stacked jury rep
resenting his opposition. Stone and the other "New 
Lights" knew that if McNemar were found guilty as 
charged, the same sentence would be visited upon 
them. Rather than answer the charges, they withdrew 
from the assembly. After a period of negotiations with 
a select committee, all efforts to perfect reconcilia-

tion broke down and the Synod voted to expel Stone, 
Marshall, Thompson, McNemar and Dunlavy from 
the fellowship and declare their church pulpits to be 
vacant. 

Those who were expelled by the Presbytery and 
Synod saw no other alternative but to organize an
other Presbytery of their own. There were fifteen 
churches (8 in Kentucky and 7 in Ohio) involved in the 
affair. They agreed together to form the Springfield 
Presbytery at a meeting of the delegates held ~t Cane 
Ridge. However, within a year they decided that the 
Presbytery which they had formed was as sectarian as 
the ones which they had left and "savored a party 
spirit. "1 

Consequently another meeting was called for 
June 28, 1804, which declared that the Springfield 
Presbytery had reached its "appointment once to die" 
and they wrote and signed the Last Will and Testament 
of the Springfield Presbytery. " 

Though the signatories to the Last Will and Testa
ment agreed on the significant statements contained 
therein, they had given no attention to the mode and 
design of baptism as taught in the Bible. The preachers 
and members of the restored churches had been 
sprinkled as infants. However, individuals began to 
request immersion at the hands of Stone. Robert 
Marshall had become a strong advocate of immersion 

1However, any attempt to bridge denominationalism was a 
radical move in the correct direction. The cumulative effect of 
this inclination budded into the Restoration Movement. Later, 
the Restoration Movement partially withered, retrogressing to 
mere ecumenism (e.g., the Disciples of Christ, the Christian 
Church), open fellowship, missionary societies, instrumental 
music, and acceptance· of denominational baptism). 
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but John Thompson contended equally as strongly for 
aspersion. Finally the preachers all baptized one an
other and then baptized the members of their congre
gations. 

The Stone movement was hindered greatly in the 
early years due to the fact that Richard McNemar and 
John Dunlavy defected to the Shakers and Robert 
Marshall and John Thompson returned to the Presby
terians. However, Stone, Reuben Dooley, Samuel 
Rogers, Francis R. Palmer, and David Purviance con
tinued day and night in the proclamation of the Word 
of God and in the work of "building up the churches 
and planting many others." 

In 1834 Barton Stone left Cane Ridge in Kentucky 
and moved to Jacksonville, Ill. He continued his re
storative efforts throughout Illinois, Indiana, and 
Missouri during the next decade. He returned to 
Cane Ridge for his last visit in 1843 and to Prebles 
County, Ohio, where he saw David Purviance for the 
last time upon the earth. These visits were wrought 
with fond memories and filled with strong emotions. 
Stone recalled and pointed out the spot where he 
stood and preached during the Cane Ridge revival 
over 40 years before. 

Stone became ill while conducting a gospel meet
ing in Missouri in 1844. He made his way to the home 
of one of his daughters in Hannibal where he died on 
Nov. 9, 1844. His physical body was returned to Jack
sonville where it was interred in a locust grove on his 
farm. When the homestead was sold, his remains were 
moved to the Antioch Church Cemetery. In 1847 the 
Cane Ridge Church of Christ arranged to have Stone's 
casket moved to the church cemetery to await the 
resurrection. 

There is no doubt that Barton Stone understood 
full well that his efforts at Cane Ridge were designed 
to restore the New Testament church of Christ, just as 
the apostles, under the power of the Holy Spirit, had 
established the church in Jerusalem on the Day of 
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Pentecost in A.D. 33. Furthermore, on the death of 
Stone, the Cane Ridge Church authorized William 
Rogers to write a letter of sympathy to his widow. 
Rogers signed the letter as an elder of the Cane Ridge 
Church of Christ. 

The monument which marks the location of the 
grave of Barton Warren Stone at Cane Ridge reads: 

The Church of Christ at Cane Ridge and other 
generous friends in Kentucky have caused this 
monument to be erected as a tribute of affection 
and gratitude to· Barton Warren Stone, Minister 
of the Gospel of Christ and the distinguished re
former of the 19th Century. Born Dec. 21, 
1772. Died Nov. 9, 1844. His remains lie here. 
This monument erected in 1847. 

When Barton Warren Stone came to face death he 
looked back over his past with no regrets whatsoever. 
He was sure that he had planted the seed, which re
sulted in the restoration of the Lord's church at Cane 
Ridge. We can rejoice today in the fruits of his labors 
in that through knowledge of and obedience to the 
Word of God we can become citizens of the kingdom. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women- Irene C. Taylor, editor 

The Three LiHie Pigs 
By Cheryl Lambert 

(Che~yl Lambert is our guest writer this month. 
She is the daughter of]. Noel and Berry Merideth, and 
is married to Robert Lambert, a gospel preacher. The 
Lamberts have four daughters and live in Tupelo, MS.) 

Once upon a time there were three little pigs 
who went out into the world to seek their 
fortunes. The first pig built a house of straw. 

The second built a house of sticks. The third little pig 
built a strong house out of bricks. The big bad wolf 
blew away the straw and stick houses, but, huff and 
puff as he might, he could not blow down the house 
of brick. So goes the fairy tale of the three little pigs. 

Only with a strong spiritual house can we with
stand the huffs and puffs of Satan. Building on a firm 
foundation planted deep in the Word of God 1s 
pleasing to the heavenly Father. 

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon a rock; 
and the rain descended and the floods came, 
and the winds blew,. and beat upon that house; 
and it fell not; for it was founded upon a rock 
(Matt. 7:24-25). 

If our house is weak and built with flimsy materi
als on poor principles, we're vulnerable to every 
wind of change. We must teach our children about 
principles, priorities, and purpose; so they can build 

. a strong spiritual house. They will be faced with 
many troubles and temptations. A home filled with 
Godly training cannot be overestimated. 

The Lord our God is one Lord, and thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And 
these words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart, and thou shall teach 
them diligently unto thy children (Deut. 6:4-7). 

A House of Service 
"Choose you this day whom ye will serve" Oosh. 
24: 15). Some mothers who work out of the home have 
said to me, "I'd go crazy if I had to stay home every 
day." How can this be? There is always some good to 
fill the day. Think about all the Bible study time; time 

to study with a lost friend; or maybe 
just a quiet moment with a child. 

A House in Order 
God warned Hezekiah, "Set thine 
house in order; for thou shalt die, 
and not live" (2 Kings 20:1). If small 
children live in your house or even 
if they only visit occasionally, you Ire11e c. Taylor 

know how difficult it is to keep a house clean and 
orderly. It's important to strive for order in our spiri
tual houses. God's Word will "create in me a clean 
heart, and renew a right spirit within me" (Psa. 
51:10). Our time on earth is uncertain. Thou shalt 
die, and not live - set your spiritual house in order. 

A House of Prayer 
Isaiah provides us with powerful prophecies of the 
coming Messiah including the Messiah's invitation to 
the world ... "for mine house shall be called an house 
of prayer for all people" (lsa. 56: 7). Through prayer 
we approach the great throne of the Almighty. Every 
spiritual house must include the privilege of prayer to 
maintain its spiritual strength. "Watch and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation" (Matt. 26:41). 

A House of Salvation 
"By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the 
saving of his house" (He b. 11: 7). Noah saved his 
family. Our ark of safety is the church. When we fol
low the Lord's specifications and blueprint (New 
Testament), we help save our family. 

What kind of house are we building? Is it a house 
of service, a house in order, a house of prayer, and a 
house of salvation? 

In my Father's house are many mansions; if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to pre
pare a place for you, and if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I wi ll come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also Uohn 14:2-3). 

2419 Danny St. 
Tupelo, MS 38801 

I}-
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Potpourri ... 

Our dear friends and faithful readers are a 
constant source of joy and strength to us. 
We salute you with a holy kiss, and, if you 

needed it, would gladly wash your feet. Our ranks are 
growing daily. We lose some, but we gain a few more 
than we lose. Over time the growth is apparent and 
appreciated. 

Still, the Philistines are in the field and their giants 
are bellowing out insults. We do not cower nor quail 
(we are not thinking of a grey swaybacked bird, but of 
shrinking back in fear, although "chicken" comes to 
mind), but press on toward the mark of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus. 

Many of you have sent encouraging notes of 
thankfulness for the Firm Foundation. We are much 
obliged. Some have tried to shoot us down, but did not 
have the courage to approach us directly. Cowardice 
is never effective. 

A good friend recently suggested that we have a 
lectureship (workshop, seminar, meeting, retreat, or 

NOW READY! 
Lambert VBS Kits For 1998 

VBS Kits contain samples of student workbooks, teacher 
manuals and most supplementary materials. (Visual Aids are 

not included in kit.) 

Written & Published By Faithful Members of The Church 

Great Bible E~eamples 
Lesson 1: Abraham: Great Example of Faith 
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Published By 
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conference- call it what you will) to discuss points 
of interest and matters of disagreement. We think the 
suggestion makes sense and stand ready to improve on 
it. 

Is there any one standing on the new hermeneutic, 
non-traditional, inevitable change side who will step 
forward and help with such an arrangement? We think 
not, but hope we are wrong. Where are Lynn Ander
son, Mike Cope, Rubel Shelly, Leonard Allen, Tom 
Olbricht, Royce Money, Carroll Osburn, and such 
like? 

If you men can screw up your courage and openly 
advocate what you propose covertly, we would be glad 
to accommodate you. We do not aim to hold our 
breath. (Perhaps someone will come up with a "back
bone" transplant.) 

Anyway, for what it's worth, there is an expanding 
interest in curbing the winds of change. More and 
more good brothers are growing sick of the attempt to 
change the unchangeable. We must be "no longer chil
dren, tossed to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, 
after the wiles of error; but speaking truth in love, we 
may grow up in all things into him, who is the head, 
even Christ" (Eph. 4:14-15). 

Killer on the Loose 
C9l Marilyn Manson, the transvestite who does 

not know if "it" is Marilyn Monroe or Charles 
Manson, boy or girl, is accused of causing the suicide 
of Richard Kuntz. When he shot himself to death, he 
was playing a Manson album. Parents need to monitor 
what their children read and hear. 

Ho, Ho, Ho 

!?l At the "Human Rights Campaign Dinner" for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered people, 
President Clinton said moral law is evolving. 

"We are defining in practical terms the immutable 
ideas that have guided us," said the nation's chief ex
ecutive. By the way immutable means "not capable 
of change." Moral law, of course, does not change, but 
our fearless leader doesn't seem to understand this 
fundamental rule. He is a change agent in the sense of 
wanting to change what he himself calls the immu
table. 



Haekels 
@ Ernst Haekel, you may remember from your 

high school days, was a 19th century biologist. Haekel 
is the guy who drew pictures showing the essential 
similarity of human, rabbit, chicken, and fish em
bryos. Well, it turns out that Haekel added or omitted 
features of the samples. Michael Richardson, an em
bryologist at St. George's Hospital Medical School, 
says, "It looks like it's turning out to be one of the most 
famous fakes in biology." 

Jeadring the Young 
@ At Star Hill Elementary School near Dover, 

Del., teacher Ede Outten led "wedding of friends" 
ceremonies for second-grade pupils, pairing boys with 
boys, and girls with girls. Ms. Outten said the mock 
wedding was simply a creative way to get the students 
to care for each other as friends, but did not see the 
homosexual implications. That is "Ms." Outten, in 
case you missed it. 

Partial-birth Abortion 
t9> President Clinton stands in the way of a ban on 

partial-birth abortion. "To carry out the partial-birth 
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abortion, an abortionist delivers a live child up to the 
neck, then punctures the base of the skull with a pair 
of scissors and inserts a catheter to suck out the brains 
and collapse the skull." 

The Clinton administration, to show its sympathy 
for coyotes, stopped the killing of coyotes preying on 
endangered whitetail deer. Also, a judge ordered Bette 
Phillips to pay $250 to a Virginia wildlife center and 
give 20 hours of community service for piercing the 
ears of a baby deer she found wandering near a high
way. But human babies ... 

Stand Up, Stand Up, For Jesus 
@ "Marines are extremists," said Sara Lister, an 

assistant secretary of the Army. "Honor, courage and 
commitment are not extreme," answered Charles 
Krulak, Marine Commandant. 

In the service of Christ it is right that knowing 
truth, devotion to that knowledge, and a willingness to 
die. for it - honor, courage, and commitment - are 
necessary extremes. We ought to be extreme about 
some things. 

Jean Paul Sartre wrote: 
Everything is indeed permitted if God does not 
exist, and man is in consequence forlorn, for he 
cannot find anything to depend upon either 
within or outside himself . ... Nor, on the other 
hand, if God does not exist, are we provided 
with any values or commands that could legiti
mize our behavior (Quoted in Reason and Rev
elation, Oct. 1997). 

Politics 
@ The National Council of Churches favors the 

selection of Bill Lann to be President Clinton's top 
civil-rights enforcer. NCC opposed the confirmation 
of Clarence Thomas to the Supreme Court; de
manded government action on so-called greenhouse
gas emissions; opposed NAFTA; and called for U.S. 
military action to reinstall the Haitian socialist regime 
of Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

Where Liberalism leads 
@ Andrea Hopkins, reporter for Reuters News 

Service, says that Bill Phipps, the lead~r of Canada's 
largest Protestant denomination, The United Church 
of Canada, said in a newspaper interview that he did 
not believe Christ was God, was bodily resurrected, 
or was the only way to God. 

"I thought (his comments were) kind of ho-hum, 
well within the band of not only United Church be
liefs, but the debate over Jesus and God, and Jesus 
being divine and his being human, that have come 
echoing down the years. So I was quite surprised that 
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it . triggered such enormous interest," said Roger 
Hutchinson, principal at Emmanuel College, the larg
est United ·church seminary. 

Hutchinson also said: 
Issues. of doctrine and faithfulness aren't re
solved by ·counting heads. In other words, one 
says what one thinks are true and accepts the 
consequences. So in some ways our guessing 
about who's going to come and who's going to 
go is somewhat beside the point. 

Well, at least it caused a stir among some in 
Canada. Contrast that with Andre Resner, an Abilene 
Christian University professor, saying in print that 
the birth of Jesus was an "embarrassing scandal" and 
that his mother was "another sexually questionable 
woman," and many members of the church swallow
ing it. 

. The principal of Emmanuel College got it right 
when he said that matters of truth are not resolved by 
counting heads, but he got it wrong when he said that 
truth and right are determined by what one thinks is 
true and right. He is true to liberal ideals in saying that 
truth is what one thinks and how one feels. The phi
losQphy that eternal truth is subjective will lead down 
the broad way of denying plain Bible statements, such 

as, "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a Son, And they shall call his name Imman
uel; which is, being interpreted, God with us." And 
that leads to deep desolation of doubt about every
thing. God's Word is truth no matter what or how you 
may feel or think. The Bible and the Christ it exalts 
show "the way, the truth, and the life" and no one can 
come to the Father without it and him 0 ohn 17:17 and 
14:6). 

I Smell a Mouse 
0 Penny Young Nance of Concerned Women for 

America reported that the boycott of the Walt Disney 
Company and its subsidiaries is having a noticeable 
effect. ~ance pointed out that a recent USA Today poll 
found almost 50 percent of those surveyed supported 
the boycott. She also noted that Disney stock prices 
have. declined, attendance at Disney theme parks is 
down, ratings for Disney-owned ABC-TV are low and 
Disney's "Hercules" movie did not gross as much as 
was expected. Those supporting the boycott, accord
ing to Nance, plan to continue the boycott "for the 
long haul." The Disney companies are pushing for 
acceptance of homosexuality. 

The fourth annual 

·North East Oklahoma Lectures 

Friday, Apr/13 

April 3·5, 1998 

"Speaking the Truth in Love" 

7:00p.m •••..••••............. "Speaking the Truth in Love" (Eph. 4:15) ........•••.•.•............................ Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
8:00p.m •••••••••••••••...•... The Doctrine of "Fellowship" .............................••.••.••...•.......•••.....................• Dub McClish 

Saturday, Apr/14 
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~. ,~· (Homosexuality, Abortion, Drugs. Alcohol) .............•.......................••............... Tom Bright 
1'0:00 a.m ...................••• How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts? ...................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
11:00 a.m ..•.•.•.•.•.•.•....•.. Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage .............................................................. Dub McClish 

Noon-dmnerupsmks 
1:30 p.m .••••••••.•...••••.... Question/Answer Panel .••.•.......•.•.•......................•......•.•..............••• Bright, Hicks, Haffner 
2:30p.m ................••...• When One Leaves the Faith ........................................................................ Tommy Hicks 
3:30p.m ...................... Acceptable and Unacceptable Worship (Change Agents) ..................... Russell Haffner 

Sunday, Apr/15 
9:30a.m ..•.•.......•.•.•.•••. Attacks Against the Christian Home (The Breakdown of the Home) .............. Ron Cosby 

10:30 a.m ..•.••••••••••••..••.. The Great Day of Judgment ....•.•.................................................................. Jack Williams 
1:30 p.m ...................... Question/Answer Panel ............................................................. Cosby, Williams, Rogers 
2:30p.m •••.•••••••••••••••••• Christians Must Be "Set for the Defense of the Gospel" .............................. Dave Rogers 
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Homophiles 
0 World magazine (Nov 15, '97) reports: 

• The Presbyterian Church (USA) regional 
Synod of the Covenant in Ohio ruled a homo
sexual holding the office of elder at Knox Pres
byterian Church in Cincinnati may retain his or
dination and office of elder. 

• More than 200 self-identified male and fe
male homosexuals attended the first Mass for 
homosexuals in the Richmond (VA) diocese of 
the Roman Catholic Sacred Heart Cathedral. 

• Anglican leaders abroad are increasingly 
concerned about the U.S. Episcopal Church and 
views and practices of sexuality condoned by 
some of its clergy. Some 50 Anglican archbishops 
and bishops from 16 countries attended a recent 
Anglican Life and Witness conference in Dallas. 
Of that number, 37 signed a letter addressed to 
each American bishop demanding to know why 
so many of them are ordaining priests who are 
sexually active outside of marriage, and why 
they are permitting their clergy to perform 
same-sex union rites. 

• Officials from the National Council of 
Churches and the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
joined business leaders and senators in endors
ing a proposed law that would provide employ
ment protection for homosexuals. 

• Bishops of the state Lutheran church in Den
mark unanimously approved homosexual mar
riages but declined to permit separate wedding 
ceremonies for same-sex couples. Instead homo
sexuals can have their 'marriages sealed' as part 
of regular church services. Clergy in the church 
have been deeply divided over the issue since 
1989, when Denmark became the first country 
to legalize civil marriages for homosexuals. 

Cost of Immorality 
0 The Centers for Disease Control say that 87 

percent of all reportable disease is sexually transmit
ted. Sexual abstinence before marriage and fidelity 
within marriage absolutely prevents all sexually trans
mitted diseases. Promotion of biblical standards, and 
adherence to them, could eliminate 87 percent of all 
reportable disease. Since people care more about 
trends than statistics, the budget at the National Insti
tutes of Health produces these per patient expendi
tures for research on various diseases: HIV/AIDS; 
$2,403; breast cancer: $209; Alzheimer's disease: 
$78; Parkinson's disease: $34; heart disease: $20; 
diabetes: $20 (Source: World, Nov. 1, 1997). 

Why? 
0 John Wimber, founder and director of the as

sociation of Vineyard Churches, died Nov. 16 at age 
63 of a brain hemorrhage following a fall at his home 
in Yorba Linda, Calif. He was recovering from coro-

nary bypass surgery. Mr. Wimber emphasized super
natural (miraculous) healing, and other "signs and 
wonders" in his ministry. 

Politically Correct? 
0 "The adults who live in your house ... the 

people who look after you," are two inclusive new 
phrases teachers in Catholic schools in Ireland use to 
describe two-parent, single-parent, or alternative
parenting arrangements. Teachers will avoid politi
cally incorrect references to "Mommy and Daddy" 
under a new teaching program (World, Nov. 1, 1997). 
Or, to paraphrase the Vietnam general, "We had to 
destroy marriage to save. it for homosexuals" (Na
tional Review, Nov. 24, 1997). 

PK 
0 Florence King makes some amusing comments 

about the Promise Keeper's rally in Washington D.C. 
She says that all the men of PK add up to one man. The 
Southern Bubba. He gets saved every August· and falls 
from grace sometime in November in the male-bond
ing excesses of football or the autumn batch of hard 
cider that starts him drinking again. If you stand next 
to Bubba in the Piggly-Wiggly line, he will point to the 
six-pack of Bud in the next basket and say: "I usta 
drink that stuff before the Lord stopped me. I tell you,: 
I was so worthless they shoudda stood me up against 
the wall and shot me. No good! I tell you, lwas the no
goodest sinner you ever did see till I went to the altar 
and turned myself over to Jesus, and he said to me, He 
said ... " 

This has an erosive effect on his wife. Listening t~: 
his non-stop self-abasement, she begins to wonder: 
what has he done that she doesn't know about? What 
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might he do that she hasn't yet suspected him of? Can 
it be that she has underestimated his capacity for ru
inous mayhem? She can't acknowledge these dark 
thoughts because she must keep up a happy front as 
the wife of a saved man. 

If this sounds ridiculous, you ought to go to a tes
timonial service at the Mission Church in Abilene, 
presided over by Professor C. Leonard Allen, of ACU. 
The fantastic, incredible stories you hear there are all 
just the sa~e (names, places, and dates changed to 
make them sound different). 

Ba61es 
0 Gregg L. Cunningham ("Wave of the Future?," 

National Review, Nov. 10, 1997) calls attention to the 
website of George Tiller (http://www.drtiller.com) 
where Tiller acknowledges that he kills babies at 3 7 
weeks (that's the ninth month of pregnancy). "Baby," 
by the way, is Tiller's term; he even refers to the victim 
as a "child." More alarming than his abandonment of 
the pretense that fetuses are not human is its failure to 
provoke discernible public outrage. He recently 
doubled the size of his abortion clinic and tripled his 
killing ·capaCity. 

·Tiller, the killer, says that his clinic, where unborn 
babies are routinely murdered, is characterized by 
"kindness, courtesy, justice, love and respect." 

Tuler offers patients an opportunity to obtain a 
"family photo" with them holding their dead baby. He 
also suggests they might wish to take a lock of the 
baby's hair or make a fetal footprint. 

George Gardner, pastor of Wichita's College Hill 
Methodist 'Church, is an outspoken Tiller apologist 
and publicly admits to performing post-mortem bap
tisms on Tiller's victims. 

Iucado 
0 Max Lucado was the speaker during religious 

emphasis week at Abilene Christian University. He 
was invited to speak from Mike Cope's pulpit at the Sth 
and Highl~d church, where many of the elders are 
profess!lrs and administrators at ACU. It was clear 
that Lucado had the blessing, approval and endorse
ment of the university and of the church that sponsors 
Herald of Truth. 

It is not well known that Max Lucado in a recent 
PK gathering washed the feet of an older minister 
whom he described as a mentor of his youth, a man 
who taught him the grace of God. This was Stanley 

Bible lnfonet 
http://wWW.blble-lnfonet.org/ 
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Shipp. This must be a time of change when one 
preacher washes another preacher's feet- and they 
didn't even need washing! What a sham! (Sham, by the 
way, is defined as: Something false or empty that is 
purported to be genuine; a spurious imitation.) 

II t6e lig6t f6af Is in JIJee Be Darkness 
fl A multi-nation child-sex ring traffics in Chi

nese children. A Japanese man and a Chinese woman 
were caught trying to smuggle a 12-year-old girl to 
Miami via Milan. The girl told police her parents had 
sold her. 

Ban leligion 
0 The Hillsborough, N.J., school board decided 

to replace St. Valentine's Day with Spe~ial Person Day 
because Valentine's Day had religious overtones. 

0 The Florida Supreme Court ruled that a 
woman who caused the death of her unborn child by 
shooting herself in the stomach is innocent of wrong
doing. The court held that, while a person can be held 
criminally liable for harming someone else's unborn 
child, a woman cannot be prosecuted for harming a 
child in her own womb. The New York defense attor
ney, Ms. Ashley, said the morality lesson from the case 
is clear. "We wouldn't have been in this position if 
Medicaid covered abortions," she said. li: 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Brother Meador, our society has made 
many attacks on the traditional Christian home. 

Would you please comment upon the important role 
of the woman in the home. I'm afraid that many 
Christian women are under pressure to abandon their 
role of rearing and teaching their children. 

Answer: Both the Christian husband/father as 
well as the Christian wife/mother have impor

tant, God ordained roles in the family. Woman was 
made by God in his own image (Gen. 1:27); for man 
(1 Cor. 11:9);. from one of Adam's ribs (Gen. 2:21-
22); to be the glory of man (1 Cor. 11:7); to be man's 
helper and aide (Gen. 2:18, 20); to bear children in 
the Christian family (1 Tim. 2:15); and to teach her 
children (2 Tim. 1:5; 3: 14-17). It has been correctly 
stated that "Women are generally, by inborn nature, 
capable of relating to the needs and moods of small 
children better than men." God indeed has a great 
role for women to be teachers of children, both in 
the home, and at the Bible study of the local church. 

Christian mothers have a great responsibility to 
set the tone for the spiritual well being of their chil
dren. Although the man has been delegated the role 
of head of the household, he cannot compare to his 
wife in the matter of personal influence, which the 
mother has on her children. This is especially true 
when the children are young and mentally formative. 

One of the great examples of Scripture is to be 
found in the home of young Timothy. His father was 
a Greek Gentile, but his mother was a Jewess of great 
faith and love for God. As such, it was she and her 
mother who instilled in Timothy, at an early age, the 
desire for things spiritual. The result of their teaching 
was later manifested by the wonderful and deep con
tributions that the older, and spiritually mature, Timo
thy made to the church of Christ. He was noted as 
being a sincere, sound and devoted Gospel preacher. 

There can be no doubt that the early training 
which produced the ultimate results in Timothy's life 
began in the home, and such demeanor was brought 
from the synagogue to the Christian meeting house. 
Mothers can do a great service for their children, 

and the church, if they provide them with instruc
tions concerning proper behavior while in worship to 
God. During the Christian worship assembly, chil
dren should be taught how to hold a Bible, how to 
use a songbook, as well as to sing and pray. Children 
can either be a blessing to the worship period or a 
cause of rude disruption. Such negative behavior on 
the part of children, and even teenagers, during wor
ship lowers their own influence for good and brings a 
sense of dishonor to the family, especially when the 
mother and father avoid or refuse to discipline the 
child involved. 

Parents can also curb the unwarranted dissatisfac
tion, which some young people have for church. 
Mothers should look on the home as being the pri
mary place where respect for the evangelistic mission 
of the local church is taught; where respect for its 
elders and preacher is lovingly fostered; and where 
devotion to the Word of God is encouraged. In so 
fulfilling her God-given role, with such wisdom, the 
mother will be a true teacher of righteousness, and her 
children will grow to be great examples for truth. 

Many a godly mother, by her encouragement, has 
inspired her son to preach the everlasting gospel of 
salvation, and her daughter to be a servant of the 
church, like Phoebe. 

joseph D. Meador, Director 
Southwest School of Bible Studies 

SWSBS@aol.com 
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Tarbet- Billingsly Debate 
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Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are not 

New Testament Books 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching 

....•..•••••....•.•.•.••.••.....•••.....•......•••.. lAkeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures ......................... Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
1 Freed-Hardeman University ••• Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship ••••••••••••• San Antonio, Texas 
3 Cleburne, Texas Forum 

March 
1 El Paso Lectures •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• El Paso, Texas 
I East Tennessee School of Preaching 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures ••••••• Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching 

•••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• Memphis, Tennessee 
April . 

I Northeast Oklahoma Lectures ••• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ••••••••••••••••••••• Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

.•..•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•••••.•••• Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation · 

Lectureship ~ •••••••••••••••••••.•.•. Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Marshall, Texas 

May 
I Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Cookeville, Tennessee 
1 Northwest Firm Foundation LectUreship 

.....•.•••.. : •..•...•....... ~ ....•....•.....•............. Jerome, Idaho 
1 Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.•.•••.••.•••• .. .••••.. Visalia, California · 
1 Gulf Coast Lectures •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee ••••• Red Oak, Texas 
2 Virginia Bible Lectureship 

•••• ••• ••••••••••••• •••••••• •••••• ••••••• •• Christiansburg, Virginia 
· 3 -Truth in Love Lectures •••••..••••••••• Pulaski, Tennessee 

4 Taylor Lectureship •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Taylor, Texas 

June 
1 Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

···············~··········································Dayton, Ohio 
1 Bellview Lectures •••••••••••••••••••••••• Pensacola, Florida 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures · 

...•..••.....•• ~ ..•••.....••....•...........•••........ Houston, Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••• Mt. Juliet, Tennessee 
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.July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship •••••••••••••••••• Burnet, Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

••••..•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• · Hamson, Arkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures ••••••••••••••••• Bastrop, Louisiana ·. · 
3 Western.Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky . 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••• Beeville, Texas · 
4 Seek Old Paths ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Corinth, Mississippi 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship · 

•• . • •. . • . . • . • • •• . • • • •• • • •• • • • •• . . • •• • • • • • ••• • •• Lexington, Kentucky 

August 
I Greater Kanawha Valley.Lectureship 

•••..••••.•••.•••••••.••...•...••••••••••• St. Albans, West Virginia 
1 Northwest Tennessee Lectures ••••••••• Paris, Tennessee · · 
I Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••.•••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sevierville, Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship···········~····· Southaven, Mississippi 
2 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••.•••.• ~ ••.•.•••.••••••••.....•• ~ •..•••••• Sylvan lAke, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

r . M" • 
··············~~·····.··························rarmtngto_n, tsspu.n 

. September 
.1 Robertson County Lectureship .. 

•••••••••• ~ ..................................... Greenbriar, T~nnessee . . 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

.................................... ~ •••••• Chattanooga, Tennessee 
4 4-State Lectureship ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Redwater, Texas · 
4 Mid-West Lectures •••••••••••••• Independence, Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio ·Valley·Leetureship . . -· 

·································!'··············.···j·· $te~b~nville, Oh,io 
October 

1 ·Northern New England LectUreship 
.••.••••.•••...• ~ ...•••......••••• ~-.: ••••••.. 1ilton, New-Hampshire ·. 

2 Lubbock Lectureship ..... ~ ••••••••••• ~ ••••• Lubbock, Teias . 
2 Palmetto· Biblical Studies ••••••• ~ Greer, SQuth Carolina · 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectur~ship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship 

·····························~·····~············ Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Vuginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

··················•···········~~······ Moundsville, West Viiginia 
November 

1 Cold Harbor Rd. Lectureship · 
••.•.•..•••••••••••.•••••.•.••••••••.••••.• Mechanicsville, Virginia 

1 Eastside Lectureship ••••••••••••••• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton. Lectures ••••.••• ~ ••••..••••• Denton, Texas , 

· 3 Spring Valley Lectureship •••••••• Tuscumbia, Alabama 



Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jpropbet@republic.net 

.-England-
Cambridge-South Cambridge Church of Christ, 
253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "'Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanks, serving ·F;: ·wainwright a~d the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4~2}: •• 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
313-5583 

;...;_ Alabama -
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, ·4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3.062, SS~-~215, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

. - Arkaris.as -
Jonesboro - Downtown Church· of Christ, 
2001 West Washingt9n, 72401. (SOl) 932-
1643. ·sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. J. 
K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany,-1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. . ' • • • • • . 

Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20171 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30. p.m. 
Craig Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-
9613; Bill Michael, local contact (510) 278:.9592. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. 

Craig - Downtown ·ch~;ch of Christ, 1 1 West 
Victory Way. (upstairs) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6 
p.m. 824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arca.d!a: ~~ 34265 

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

Crystal River/Lccant~ ~;e~ :_ Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles ea~t of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 

Gainesville - 39th. A~; Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-15, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or ~~3;~2!'. · 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, 
minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Robert McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 
682-3600. Home of Florida School of 
Preaching. 800-320-~~~o •• 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. . . . . . 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872); •••• 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 651-0657, To~y. ~!l~iams, youth minister. 

Pensacola.- Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. ·7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatch~r, 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest 
Lectureship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 
p.m. Ron Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (218) ?~~-!~4, 722-1871. 

Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55192. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 1 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 1 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 

-· Missouri -·-· 
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington -Sunny\ii;~ Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana-
Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (406) 549-1244 • 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -minister. (3/4 miles ~e.s~ ~f.Mobile Hwy.) 
Sarasota _ Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

H l
.d 1 s 

9 30 10 30 6 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
next to 0 I ay nn. un. : , : a.m., 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 P·~· ~e~~ Stilwell, minister. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210 .F':"f.~ on Altadena Dr. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Fountl4ti.o~ ~reship. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m.~ Wed. 1 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. . . . . ~ 
Visalia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. .7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah 
Hackworth, preacher. Home of Greater Visalia 
Firm Fountl4tion Lectureship 

-Georgia-· 
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475 • 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). . . . . . 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 3.3 miles W 
of Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 
497-0240 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near "W_P.Af~~ (513) 252-9444 • 

Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Oklahom11 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 or 
739-0705. 

Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Potutown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
tlmion Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main 
St., Hwy. 14 (P.O •. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. 
(864) 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOt McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, t0:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (93 t) 526-2535. Sun. 
9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north 
-of 1-40 just off Hwy. t t t. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of 
Tenncsscc Bible College. 

Crossville- Lanta~a· Ch~rch of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 
788-6404. Sun. tO, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Jimmie B. Hill, ~!l!i~t~r. 
Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38tt8. Sun. 9:30, 
t0:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet -The vnia~;; Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preac~e! •••• 
Sevierville -Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicb Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, tO 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. john B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (5t2) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest 
School of Bible Studies and the Annual South
west Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian 
Worm, •The Word of Life,• KLBJ 590 AM, 
Sun., 7:06-7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 
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Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
Burnet- Burnet Ch~;ch ~~Christ, Hwy. 281 S, 
mail Rt. 2 Box 11F, 78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell 
Debo, min. Home of Central Texas Lectureship 

Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go S.S miles west on Hwy. lOS 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 
Denton-Pearl Stree~ Ch~r~h of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-3S31.Sun9, 10a.m.,6p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 
Houston - Fleetwo~d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 
Hurst -Northeast Ch~;ch •of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
Livingston- 1101 w:church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Undell Mitchell, minister. 

Lubbock - Southsid; Ch~rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy 
J. Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. 
Redwater- Church ·of Ch;ist, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Mille!•.ey~~gelist. 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke-Church of Chris~ Rusk 8c Walnut. Sun. 
9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. (817) 
491-2388 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of· Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (713) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Rigo 
Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 69&-5532,. 
Sun. 9:30, t0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

. . .... 
San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 494-2499. · ..... 
Schertz - Church of Christ, SOt Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, t250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. tO, t t 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. · ..... 
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 100 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
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Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466. ..... 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, tO 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 
671-61t0. 
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Sound1 conservative, full-time minister desired for 
setf~supporting congregation of about 60 without 
elders. Prefer family man. Some computer 
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1998. Send resume with video (cassette tape if 
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encouraged to contact Robin Singleton (870) 326-
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Christ, P.O. Box ~55, Pencil Bluff, AR 71965. 
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family man with at least 5 years experience, age 
30-50. Salary negotiable. House provided. Send 
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C.G. Scruggs.(254) 576-2194 or jack Wright (254) 
826-3.683. 
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members, seeking sound gospel preacher. Home 
and utilites provided plus salary. Contact William 
Hettick RT 7, Box 182-AB, Carthage, MS 39051. 
(601) 289-7536 or email beverly@netdoor.com. 
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Sound gospel preacher wanted. Congregation of 
80 members. No elders at this time. House and 
salary. Contact John R. Corlew, 911 So. 19th 
St. Terr., Blue Springs, MO 64015. (816) 229-
0857 
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Thinking about attending a school of preaching?. 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our 
free academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
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Student? Moving to Arlanta? Welcome to 
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Elders. (409) 336-2213~· 
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from faithful, stable retired · Chrisdans to help in 
this work. The population in this area of the 
county is booming. Medical and shopping 
facilities are nearby. We enjoy a mild winter 
climate, and our building is located on 5 acres in 
a country setting with room for several RV's. If . 
you are sound and willing to work for the Lord · 
in various capacities, consider retiring in this 
area. Or, bring your RV and spend· the winter 
months with us. For more information, contact 
Barry Lynn Parker, Preacher, at (409) 588-3422, 
e-mail at parker@mcia.com or write: .5784 Sapp 
Rd., Conroe, Texas 77304. 
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Jan. 1, 1998) in St. Louis area. Experience in 
campaigns and missions is desirable. 20-30 age, 
married man preferred. Salary negotiable. 
Responsible to elders but supervised by preacher. 
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Measuring the Immeasurable 
By Nathan Knight 

The Hale-Bopp Comet was a spectacular sight. 
This comet received its name from the discov

. erers Alan Hale and Thomas Bopp, both of 
who~ sighted it at approximately the same time. 
Making its appearance to earthlings in the month of 
March, it continued to emerge on into the month of 
May, giving us ample opportunity to look upon its 
beauty. 

Scientists describe comets as gigantic chunks of 
ice traveling through space. As they enter our solar 
system, they receive heat from the sun, and some of 
the surface layers of the comet begin to melt, creat
ing an impressive and magnificent tail. The 
Hale-Bopp Comet travels in an oblong, irregular, 
circular path through space. It will be about 2,400 
years from now before it will present itself to earth 
agam. 

While comets are not stars, they take center 
stage among them and are related as common voyag
ers, dramatizing their odyssey through outer space. 
Since ancient times, mankind has been fascinated 
with the dramatic display of the night sky, some wor
shiping the objects of space. For centuries, astrono
mers tried to count the stars, believing that they 
lived in a world where everything could be measured 
and numbered. 

Around A.D. 1600, a Dutch spectacle-maker, 
Hans Lippershey, recognized the magnification pos
sibilities produced if two optical lenses were placed a 
short distance apart. By lining the lenses up in a way 

that both could be looked through simultaneously, 
Lippershey could see a weathervane which was a 
good distance away atop the town church. Johannes 
Kepler discovered the principles of the astronomical 
telescope with two convex lenses in 1611. Today as
tronomers can study outer space with the aid of the 
powerful Hubble telescope. 

Scientists now know they cannot count the stars. 
Today, most scientists admit that the stars are innu
merable. Yet, around the year 620 B.C., Jeremiah the 
prophet noted that "[T]he host of heaven cannot be 
numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured Ger. 
33:22). Jeremiah recognized that the celestial bodies 
of heaven could not be numbered about 2,200 years 
before the telescope was invented, even comparing 
them to the sand of the sea. 

Once scientists could see through the telescope, 
they confirmed what the Bible had said all along. In 
more recent times, scientists have even gone so far as 
to say the universe cannot be humanly measured. 
They say the universe is immense beyond the imagi
nation of measurement. Yet, once again, the Bible 
was ahead of them by more than 2,000 years! Jer
emiah also recorded, "Thus saith the Lord; If heaven 
above can be measured, and the foundations of the 
earth searched out beneath, then I will also cast off 
all the seed of Israel" Ger. 31 :37). 

The heavens cannot be measured; neither did 
God cast off the seed of Israel. Rather, God fulfilled 
his promise to Abraham, that through his seed, all 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Wonderful 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The whale is one of the most astonishing 
animals in the world, surpassed only by 
the Bible professor who does not believe 

the Bible - he is improbable beyond descrip
tion. 

It is a deed that stinks with treachery for a 
scholar who says he is a champion of piety to 
attack and denigrate the Bible. In "our" univer
sities (there are no colleges left) we have a su

~· .. --

,1 -•, • ' 

- •I 
. . ~ 
~ ·--,. ~- ~ 

L 
perabundance of "learned" men who deny, or at least, will not 
boldly affirm that the Bible is the very Word of very God - error
free and competent. 

We lately called upon the universities to produce the scholar 
who will affirm the Genesis account of creation. One man stepped 
up to say that he believes that God made the world in six days. He 
is the venerable Russell C. Artist, lately of David Lipscomb Uni
versity. He is retired. We had in mind the active ones. No one 
came forward. 

We laud and applaud the beloved Russell C. Artist, but where 
is the Bible professor actively teaching in any of "our" universities 
who will say that the Moses' account of creation is accurate, or 
that the Bible is absolutely dependable. Where is the Bible depart
ment teacher in any of "our" schools who will say openly that the 
change agents are nutty? Or will say that the Bible is absolute and 
is to be obeyed absolutely. 

The modern Christian university has produced a bumper-crop 
of scholars who do not know that the Bible is pure in all its pages, 
and sweet in its untainted aroma. They think, instead, that the 
Bible is full of mistakes and in no way reliable (See The Peaceable 
Kingdom, by Carroll D. Osburn, blue-ribbon professor at ACU). A 
whole covey of birds follows this senseless thinking with their 
coo-coo response of, "Me, too. Me, too." (Please know that I am 
trying to be nice.) 

The Bible is unique. There is none like it. It is the Word and 
wisdom of a living God. The world has labored in vain to produce 
its equal, and has come up only with monsters -like the Book of 
Mormon, or The Peaceable Kingdom. 

The Bible is an absolute standard for human conduct. It cannot 
be improved upon. It is the perfect criteria for what we ought to be. 

The purpose of this piece is to present the Bible as beyond the 
reach of human kind and therefore preternatural. The Bible is ei
ther a revelation from God and beyond the scope of human 



achievement, or it is sand and gravel, and no better than mere hu
man philosophy, which is the conclusion of naked human intelli
gence about what is true. The Bible is God's revelation of truth. 

The Bible is without equal, or it is ordinary. 
It is unique, or it is common. 
It is like any book of human origin, or it is divine. 
Let me give a few reasons for knowing (there are some things 

we can know and know that we know them) the Bible is not the 
work of mortals unassisted by divine revelation. It is what it 
claims to be - God-breathed. We can prove the Bible is the word 
of God. "Faith is assurance of things hoped for, a conviction of 
things not seen." It is a solid platform on which we can confi
dently plant out feet and assuredly base our hope. We must not be 
agnostic about the Bible, or the existence of God. People "should 
seek God, if haply they might feel after him and find him, though 
he is not far from each one of us: for in him we live, and move, 
and have our being; as certain even of your own poets have said, 
For we are also his offspring." 

The history of the Bible proves its source. 
Forty men wrote the words of the Bible, as the Spirit moved 

them. 
It was produced over a period of 1,5 00 years. 
The writers lived in 10 different countries. 
The writers used 3 different languages. 
The writers used all literary forms (poetry, poem, etc.). 
It is incredible that the original writings do not contradict nor 

conflict and are free of error. The marvelous unity of the Bible is 
unanswerable proof that, given the circumstances of its produc
tion, it is supernatural. 

Those who discount the absolute accuracy of the Bible allege 
many contradictions and errors in the sacred volume. Many books 
have been written about these supposed discrepancies and mistakes. 
There is not space here to consider all of them. 1 ohn McGarvey, 
almost a hundred years ago, made the observation that all of the 
objections made to the Bible as to its infallibility may be reconciled 
by careful examination. Most of the alleged errors or contradictions 
are apparent only and give way under investigation. Many of the 
discrepancies are insignificant, having to do with numbers or dates. 
Some of the differences may be explained as errors of transcribers, 
but not of the original writers. The astonishing part is that there are 
so few points of contention. Many- the overwhelming majority
of the alleged discrepancies are so slight they cannot be expressed 
in the English language, amounting to less than the failure to dot an 
"i" or cross a "t" or put a period at the end of a sentence. There are 
only three or four points of serious concern, and they do not affect 
teaching about what we must do to be saved and to stay saved. One 
theologian wisely observed, "No sane man would deny that the 
Parthenon was built of marble, even if here and there specks of 
sandstone should be detected in its structure." 

Alexander Campbell, in his debate with Robert Owen, made 
an unanswerable argument proving the inspiration of the Bible 
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from fulfilled prophecy. Take, he said, just 50 of the 
prophecies concerning Jesus and give each an equal 
chance of fulfillment or of failure. The mathematical 
odds against all of these being fu~illed in the life of 
one person would be two carried to the fiftieth 
power (1,125,000,000,000,000) to one against ful
fillment in one life. Jesus fulfilled far more than 50 
prophecies. The odds against this are so staggering 
that no rational person would deny that the power 
of God was directing the outcome. Fulfilled proph
ecy is a strong argument favoring the reliability and 
credibility of the Bible. 

The blood of the martyrs testifies to the fact that 
signs and wonders confirmed revelation. The 
miracles of the first century, including the resurrec
tion of Jesus, were so convincing and compelling 
that multiplied thousands died rather than deny the 
holy revelation. 

Paul argued that what he taught came from di
vine revelation. He presented what God revealed. 
He, like all inspired men, was an instrument of the 
Spirit of God. 

But we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, even 
the wisdom that hath been hidden, which God 
foreordained before the worlds unto our glory: 
which none of the rulers of this world hath 
known: for had they known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory: but as it is writ
ten, Things which eye saw not, and ear heard 
not, And which entered not into the heart of 
man, Whatsoever things God prepared for them 
that love him. But unto us God revealed them 
through the Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God. For who 
among men knoweth the things of a man, save 
the spirit of the man, which is in him? even so 
the things of God none knoweth, save the Spirit 
of God. But we received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the spirit which is from God; that we 
might know the things that were freely given to 
us of God. Which things also we speak, not in 
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual things 
with spiritual words (1 Cor. 2:7-13). 

The apostle says that what he taught never "en
tered into the heart of man." He clearly claims that 
what he wrote came from the Spirit that "searcheth 
all things, yea the deep things of God." 

Where is the professor in any of "our" universi
ties who is standing tall for the same principles pre
sented by Alexander Campbell or John McGarvey? 
Most of them are directing the students into studies 
that destroy faith in the Bible as the revealed Word 
of a living God, or into mysticism. How long will the 
church tolerate infidelity? 
4 March 1998 
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Writers of the Bible claimed absolute inspiration 
from God. "I have put my words in thy mouth" Oer. 
1:9). "It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your 
Father which speaketh in you" (Matt~·'10:20). They 
spoke "as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 2:4 ). 
"Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21). 

Will Doctor Osburn. of ACU please tell us. if 
these statements are wrong, or does his "conserva
tism" compel him to keep his mouth shut? Doctor 
Money, will you speak up? 

I know that after my departing grievous 
wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the 
flock; and from among your own selves shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after them. · · 

And for this cause we also thank God without 
ceasing, that, when ye received from us the · 
word of the message, even the word of God, ye 
accepted it not as the word of men, but, as it is· 
in truth, the word of God, which als~ worketh 
in you that believe (1 Thess~ 2:13). 

Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall shine upon thee. 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269~192 

PROMISE ·KEEPERS 
What Are the Issues? 

by David Tarbet & Kerry Holton 

• 32-page Booklet 
• Balanced in Content 

· • Completely Documented 
• Written for Members of the Lord's Church 

At.rrHORS: David Thrbet is minister of the White Rock Church of Christ. 
Dallas. Texas; Kerry Holton is minister of the Cornwell Drive Church of Christ. 

Yukon. Oklahoma 

"I am thankful for able gospel preachers like David Tarbet and Kerry Holton who 
have e~pended the effort to research the movement. and have written plainly. 1 urge 
eldersh1ps throughout the brotherhood to acquire sufficient copies of ''Promise Keep
ers: What Are the Issues?" for every member to have one." - Maxie B. Boren 

"Good. documented material; provides needed warnings ~f some of the dangers of 
this ecumenical cult."- Dub McClish 

"These sound gospel preachers have prepared a well-dOcumented and dear presen
tation of the issues. This is not a mere statement of opposition, but rather a clearly 
written explanation with biblical proofs." - David Pharr 

ORDER FROM 
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Measuring 
the Immeasurable 
(continued from page 1) 

nations would be blessed by the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ "who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be tes
tified in due time" (1 Tim. 2:6). Because of his 
boundless love for us, Jehovah gave us his son Gohn 
3:16). 

This is the theme of the Bible: God sent his Son, 
through the seed of Abraham, to be the substitution 
sacrifice for the sins of mankind. Isaiah wrote: 

He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him; and with His 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid upon him the 
iniquity of us all (lsa. 53:5-6). 

Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift 
(2 Cor. 9: 15). 

It is high time for "we the People," especially all 
Christians, to get off our skyscrapers, kneel down, 
look up, and realize that God is bigger than we are. 
He does not need us; we need him! Like the uni
verse, which God created, God's power, wisdom, 
love, and righteousness cannot be measured. 

The heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament showeth his handiwork. 

For the invisible things of him since the cre
ation of the world are clearly seen, being per
ceived through the things that are made, even 
his everlasting power and divinity; that they [hu
mans] may be without excuse. 

267 Ragland Rd. 
Cottontown, 1N 37048 

(In his letter of transmission and submission, the 
author of this piece wrote: "I will soon be twenty
four years old, having been a member of the church of 
Christ at Palmers Chapel for the past twelve years. I 
serve as song leader and treasurer, and also fill in for 
the regular preacher occasionally . ... While I spend 
much time in reading God's word, I do more than 
just read. I draw maps, outline genealogies, summa
rize, and literally fill pages of all the scriptures I can 
find on particular subjects I am studying." Thank 
you, Nathan Knight, for your good example, which is 
worthy of imitation. Our young men and women are 
a priceless treasure. Not every young person is prodi
gal- thank God.) Fp 

15th Annual 
South"'est 
Arkansas 
Lectures 

Great Lessons 
From Bible Characters 

March 20-22, 1998 

Friday, March 20 

7:00p.m .... The Spirit of Caleb ................... James Boyd 
8:00p.m .... The Walk of Enoch .................. Robin Haley 

Saturday, March 21 
9:00 a.m . ... The Courage of Micaiah ......... David Brown 

10:00 a.m .... The Salvation of Rahab 
.... ..................... .. ......... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

11 :00 a.m . ... The Dedication of Philip ......... Terry Frizzell 

1 :30 p.m .... The Comfort of Barnabas ........ Toney Smith 
2:30p.m .... The Tragedy of Esau ............. Keith Mosher 
3:30p.m .... The Faith of Hezekiah ............. Curtis Cates 
4:30p.m . ... The Growth of John Mark .......... B. J. Clarke 

Sunday, March 22 

9:00a.m .... The Struggle of Nicodemus ..... Curtis Cates 
10:15 a.m .... The Care of Epaphroditus ..... Keith Mosher 

1:30 p.m .... Singing 
2:15p.m .... The Fire of Elijah ................ Roy McConnell 
3:15 p.m .... The Heartache of Eli ............ Charles Pogue 

Lunch provided by Cullendale members 
Saturday and Sunday 

For Information 
James R Brown 
(870) 836-3336 

Cullendale Church of Christ 
2707 Mt. Holly Rd. 

Camden, Arkansas 71701 
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Of Paramount Importance 
By J. A. McNutt 

There is no more important question than: 
What must I do to be saved? (Acts 16:30). If 
one dies sinful, the penalty is eternal torment, 

which is endless death - the agony of always dying 
(Rom. 6:23). To neglect salvation is to be hopeless. 

Analysis of the Question 
Let us look at each word in this vital question. 

(1) What ... implies there is something required 
of every responsible person who desires salvation. 
Salvation is conditional. 

(2) Must ... That which is required is essential. It 
is not optional. 

(3) I ... This denotes a personal response. The sin
ner must act. Salvation is God's great gift. No one can 
receive the gift for you. 

(4) Do ... This word denies that man is passive in 
die salvation process. Something is to be done. God 
demands obedience. Faith must act Games 2:26) or 
it is dead Games 2:17). 

(5) To be saved ... It is impossible for us to save 
ourselves. Christ is our Savior; he alone has the au
thority to say whom he will save, and he alone can 
answer our question. 

The Bible Answer 
It would be a tragic mistake to depend upon the 
opinions and feelings of mere mortals, and find, too 
late, that we made a fatal mistake. Men are often 
wrong, but God's Word is always right. 

When Christ sent out his apostles under the world
wide commission to teach all nations, he instructed 

6 
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them to wait in Jerusalem until they were "clothed 
with a power from on high" (Luke 24:46-49). 

This question is asked several times in the New 
Testament, and each time a divinely inspired answer 
is given, but each answer is different. Let's open our 
Bible, the final authority, and let God's Word give us 
the answer. Don't be deceived. Your salvation is in
volved. 

One Who Needed to Believe in Christ 
An unbelieving jailer at Philippi asked the question. 
He had never heard the good news of salvation 
through Christ. He was startled by an earthquake, 
which shook the foundation of the prison, opened 
the prison doors, and set the inmates free. The jailer 
saw the prison doors standing open, and thinking 
the prisoners had fled, was ready to take his own life 
knowing that he would be blamed for their escape. 
Paul, with a loud voice, said, "Do thyself no harm 
for we are all here." The jailer asks, "Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?" Without faith it is impossible to 
please God (Heb. 11:6). This man needed to believe, 
therefore, Paul responds by telling him to "believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house" (Acts 16:3 1). Since faith comes 
through hearing (Rom. 10:17), "they spake unto 
him the word of the Lord." He then became a be
liever, washed their stripes, and was baptized the 
same hour of the night (Acts 16:33). 

What Believers Must Do 
The question was asked by Jews, who being con
victed of having crucified Jesus, cried out, "Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts 2:37). Peter an
swered their question by telling them what to do to 
receive remission of sins. "Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 

When a Believer Has Repented 
Saul of Tarsus, also known as Paul, the apostle, re
peated the question. He asked, "Lord, what wilt 
thou have me do?" (Acts 9:6). The Lord answered 
his question by sending Ananias to tell him what to 
do. "And now why tarriest thou? arise and be bap
tized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of 
the Lord" (Acts 22:16). 



DIHerent Answers to Same Question 
The Jews in Acts 2 were told to repent and be bap
tized for remission of sins. Saul was told to arise and 
be baptized to wash away sins. The jailer was com
manded to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Why are 
the answers different? 

A simple illustration should clear up the matter 
and show the consistency of God's requirements in 
each case. Suppose you start on a trip from Memphis 
to St. Louis. You ask how far it is and you are told 
300 miles, You travel hour and ask the same ques
tion. You are told 240 miles. Mter another hour on 
the road you ask again and the answer is 18 0 miles. 
Each answer is different but correct. The answer de
pends on the point you have reached on your jour
ney. 

Uncler Christ Conclltlons the Same 
The answer given the unbelieving jailer was correct 
as the beginning point in his conversion. There was 
no way for him to please God without faith (Heb. 
11:6). He was told to "believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ." Since faith comes from hearing the Word of 
God (Rom. 10: 17), it was necessary to teach him the 

Word of God. This resulted in this man and his 
house believing and being baptized the same hour of 
the night (Acts 16:33). 

The Jews in Acts 2 were believers, who were 
convicted of having crucified their promised Mes
siah, and now they needed to repent and be baptized 
as the next steps on their journey to salvation or re
mission of sins. (Acts 2:38) 

Saul of Tarsus is not commanded to believe nor 
repent, since he was a penitent believer and needed to 
complete his obedience by being baptized to "wash 
away his sins, calling on the name of the Lord." 

Each person's question was answered correcdy, 
according to the point they had reached in their jour
ney toward salvation. They all did the same thing, that 
is, they all believed, repented, and were baptized for 
remission of sins. 

When you do what they did, the Lord will add 
you to his church (Acts 2:47). If you believe that 
Jesus is the Son of God, why not complete your obe
dience to him today? Christ is the Savior of those 
that obey him (Heb. 5 :9) 

2426 LaCosta 
Bartlett, 1N 38134 
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The fourth annual 

North East Oklahoma Lectures 

Friday, April 3 

April 3·5, 1998 

"Speaking the Truth in Love" 

7:00p.m ••••••••••••••.•.••••• "Speaking the Truth in Love" (Eph. 4:15) ............................................ Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
8:00 p.m ...................... The Doctrine of "Fellowship" •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Dub McClish 

Saturday, Apr/14 
9:00a.m ...................... The Works of the Flesh (Gal. 5:19·21) 

(Homosexuality, Abortion, Drugs, Alcohol) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tom Bright 
1 0:00 a.m ...................... How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts? ....................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
11:00 a.m ••••••••••••••••••••.. Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage ............................................................... Dub McClish 

Noon-dmnerupsmks 
1:30 p.m •••••••••••••••••.•••• Question/Answer Panel ................................................................... Bright, Hicks, Haffner 
2:30 p.m ...................... When One Leaves the Faith •••••••••••••••.•.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tommy Hicks 
3:30 p.m ••••••••.••••••••••••• Acceptable and Unacceptable Worship (Change Agents) ....................... Russell Haffner 

Sunday, Apr/15 
9:30a.m .•...••.•••••.••••.••• Attacks Against the Christian Home (The Breakdown of the Home) ••••••••••••••• Ron Cosby 

10:30 a.m •.•••••••••••••.•••••• The Great Day of Judgment ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jack Williams 
1:30 p.m •••••••••••••••••••••• Question/Answer Panel .............................................................. Cosby, Williams, Rogers 
2:30 p.m ••.••••••••••••••..••• Christians Must Be •set for the Defense of the Gospel• ............................... Dave Rogers 

Audio-video recording available • Book displays • Some housing with ares Christians 

Lee & Walnut Church of Christ • P.O. Box 690 • Sapulpa, Oklahoma 74066 
(918) 224-2024 or 224-4376 
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How to Present 
AHention-geHing Illustrations 

By Jess Hall Jr. 

In addition to careful selection and painstaking 
preparation, attention-getting illustrations must 
be effectively presented. Failure to follow 

proven principles of presentation causes illustrations 
to detract from the truth, rather than illuminate it. 

An attention-getting illustration is usually brief. 
The longer the illustration, the more difficult it is to 
present it well and maintain the hearers' attention. 
The result may be that the illustration, intended to 
a~act and enlighten the hearers, will lose them. 
When a brief illustration fails, the preacher may re
cover with another illustration, or make the point in 
another way. When a long illustration fails, the 
preacher is stuck, and the sermon fails. Because 
lengthy illustrations gobble up time, which is the 
preacher's most precious commodity, the preacher 
must be certain that it is worth the investment. 

An attention-getting illustration is credited to its 
source. Remember, however, the sermon is not a writ
ten presentation where credit can be given in a foot
note. Credit should be brief, no more than is necessary 
to acknowledge the source. Footnote materials in a 
sermon are no more interesting than reading footnote 
materials in a book. 

An attention-getting illustration fits naturally into 
the sermon material. It is an integral part of the 
sermon's flow from introduction to conclusion; it is 
not an interruption. Introductions to illustrations are 

. illustration killers. "A few years ago while I was trav
elling in Texas, I preached in a small west Texas town 
where I met John Doe, who is a second cousin to Don 
Joe. He is married to Joe Don's sister who is known to 
many of you. While eating a meal in their home, 
John's uncle, who was visiting from Oklahoma told 
me about an old Indian chief who ... "You get the idea. 
Not only does such babble waste time, worse yet, it 
detracts from the point being made. It forces the hear
ers' minds both to wander and to wonder. 

An attention-getting illustration is specific, not 
general. It is a rifle, not a shotgun; it is a laser beam, 
not a fluorescent light. Honing an illustration to a 
keen edge requires thought and preparation time; it 
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adds authenticity that can be gained in no other way. 
An attention-getting illustration appeals to both 

intellect and emotion. Appeal to emotion alone is 
like cotton candy - mosdy air. Appeal to intellect 
alone is like seeking sustenance from a tasteless tab
let - very unappealing. 

An attention-getting illustration is more than just 
an allusion. A passing mention is ineffective if the 
hearers don't know the story. The more details an il
lustration contains (without violating the rule that 
an attention-getting illustration is brief), the more it 
engages the memories and emotions of the h~arers. 

An attention-getting illustration is about people, 
not things. While "oil and water don't mix" is a 
well-known maxim, it is not as powerful as "trying 
to blend Rush Limbaugh and Larry King." Which of 
your vacation photographs are more interesting -· 
those with only landscapes, or those in which fellow 
travelers also appear? · 

An attention-getting illustration ends with words 
that tie it to the point being made. If it does not add 
to and make the point being illustrated, it dangles 
sorely, an irritating hangnail on the sermon. Instead 
of assisting in the transition from the known to the 
unknown, it is a dam in the sermon's stream that is 
impossible for the hearer to circumnavigate. 

Well-planned and presented illustrations breathe 
life into a sermon. They do the same for the hearers! 

10880 Memorial Dr. 
Houston, TX 77024 

Announcing 
Tarbet- Billingsly Debate 

-Proposition-
Matthew, Mark. Luke, and John are not 

New Testament Books 
-Dan Billingsly afflnn~ 

-Don Tarbet clenlea-
Thls proposition relates to the validity of Matthew 19:9 

In Its teaching on divorce and remarriage. 
Otd8rfrom 

Don W. Tarbet • 215 Sears • Denison, Texas 75020 
$7 .so per copy, postpaid 
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Sissy Boys 
By Tommy Moore 

Liberalism is running rampant in the church. 
Heresy is staining the purity of the Lord's 
bride. 

Paul warned this would happen: 
.Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their 
conscience seared with a hot iron (1 Tim. 
4:1-2). 

In Jeremiah's day·most refused Gods pattern: 
Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for 
your souls. But they said, We will not walk 
therein (Jer. 6:16). 

Sissy preachers, elders and members bring shame 
to the church. Sissy is defined as "one who is timid 
and cowardly." There is no place for weakness in the 
Lord's church. Sissiness leaves the church without 
protection. 

Sissies refuse to keep the charge of 2 Timothy 
4:1-5. Consider some of the instructions that Paul 
gives in this marvelous passage. 

Preach the Word. Paul commands that we preach 
no other doctrine than the Word of God. We are not 
to preach any thing other than that which we re
ceived from inspired writers (Gal. 1:6-10). We are to 
speak things "which become sound doctrine" (Titus 
2:1). ' 

Be instant in season and out of season. We are to 
preach the whole truth when they want to hear it, 
and when they do not want to hear it. 

I have preached righteousness in the great con
gregation: Lo, I have not refrained my lips, 0 
LORD, thou knowest. I have not hid thy righ
teousness within my heart, I have dedared thy 
faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not con
cealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from 
the great congregation (Psa. 40:9-1Q). 

Reprove~ rebuke and exhort. Many oppose nega
tive preaching. Paul gave two negatives and one 
positive. Every negative sermon is also positive. A 

Bible lnfonet 
http:1Jwww.bible-lnfonet.org/ 

sermon that condemns error and promotes truth is 
positive. Sissy preachers lack the fortitude to fulfill 
this command. 

Watch thou in all things. We must keep the 
church pure. Sissy boys are afraid of controversy, 
and so they look the other way when evil ap
proaches. "Therefore let us not sleep as do others; 
but let us watch and be sober" (1 Thess. 5 :6). 

Endure afflictions. We must never hold back the 
truth nor fear persecution. When we stand for truth, 
sissy boys will call us unloving names. "Be ye stead
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:5 8). 

There is no place for sissy boys in the church. 
"Brethren, be not children in mind: yet in malice be 
ye babes, but in mind be men" (1 Cor. 14:20). 

David's farewell advice to Solomon was: 
I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong 
therefore, and shew thyself a man; And keep the 
charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his 
ways, to keep his statutes, and his command
ments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, 
as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou 
mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and 
whithersoever thou turnest thyself (1 Kings 
2:2-3). 

902 S. Hwy 3S By-Pass 
Port Lavaca, TX 77979 
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Scientific Evidence of Creationism 
By Jerry Moffitt 

Arecent letter on the editorial page of the Cor
pus Christi Caller Times said there is no scien
tific evidence for Creation. Too, my personal 

friend, Mr. E. E. Brennaman, wrote on the editorial 
page that Creationists should not think evolution is 
defeated just because it is a theory. "All sciences are 
based on theories," he argues (Sept. 17). His state
ment can be true but misleading if the word science 
is understood to represent the source of truth. 

A few quotes from the college textbook, Ele
ments of Zoology, help us understand that evolution 
is a theory of science. This is important for the Cre
ationist to point out. First, a theory is different from 
a law. Second, "most theories have rather brief life 
spans" (p. 6). It can be a good theory, or it could be a 
poor one. 

One thing about science and theory is that it is 
only good until a better theory comes along. "So we 
read that if things are absolute, they are not science •••• 
Science is content to find evidence for theories, and it 
is not concerned with truths, proofs, or facts" (p. 7). 

How goo• Is evolution as a theory? 
Charles Darwin wrote to the geologist Charles 

Lyell on the eve of publishing his book, Origin of the 
Species, "Often a cold shudder runs through me, and 
I have asked myself whether I have devoted my life 
to a fantasy." 

The famous anthropologist, Sir Arthur Keith, 
wrote, "Evolution is unproved and unprovable. We 
believe it because the only alternative is special cre
ation, and that is unthinkable." 

George Wald, a Harvard professor of biology, 
said, "One has only to contemplate the magnitude of 
this task of bringing together complex organisms in 
this manner to concede that spontaneous generation 
of a living organism is impossible. Yet, here we are. 
As a result, I believe, in spontaneous generation." 

Talk about blind faith! An evolutionist says it is 
impossible, but he believes it! 

In 1963 in The Limitation of Science, J.W.N. 
Sullivan wrote: 

It became an accepted doctrine that life never 
arises except &om life. So far as actual evidence 
goes, this is still the only possible conclusion. 
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But since it is a conclusion that seems to lead 
back to some supernatural creative act, it is a 
conclusion that scientific men find very difficult 
of acceptance. 

What do the evolutionists mean when they say life 
coming from non-life is impossible? Edwin Conklin, a 
scientist and biologist of Princeton University, said, 
"The probability of life originating from accident is 
comparable to the unabridged dictionary resulting 
from an explosion in a printing shop." 

In 1981, in Evolution from Space, Sir Fred Hoyle 
and N.C. Wickramasinghe, scientists attacking 
chemical evolution, concluded that if the whole uni
verse were a kind of "pre-biotic soup" life arising 
spontaneously would still be only one chance in 1 fol
lowed by 40,000 zeros! 

They likened it to the chance a tornado going 
through a junkyard would have to make a Boeing 7 4 7. 

Evolutionists function on blind faith. Their best 
logical and scientific argument seems to go like this: 
"There are two choices: creation and evolution. Of 
course we cannot even consider creation. Conse
quendy, evolution is true." 

P. 0. Box 1275 
Portland, TX 78374 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

The Power of the Printed Page 
in World Evangelism 

By Rod Rutherford 

The American statesman, Benjamin Franklin, is 
reputed to have said: "Give me twenty-six 
soldiers and I will conquer the world." Mr. 

Franklin was referring to the twenty-six letters of the 
alphabet. As an editor and publisher, he knew the 
power of the printed page. The pioneers in the move
ment to restore New Testament Christianity also well 
understood the power of the printed page. The out
standing early leaders of the Restoration such as Alex
ander Campbell, Walter Scott, and Barton W. Stone 
were gifted writers whose publications exerted a wide 
influence for truth and righteousness. Some of the 
most influential preachers in the second generation of 
restorers, Ben Franklin, Tolbert Fanning, J. W. Mc
Garvey, and David Lipscomb were also prolific and 
fluent writers, editors, and publishers. 

False teachers, sadly, have also well understood 
how powerful publications can be in guiding the 
minds of men. The Jehovah's Witnesses today are a 
mighty foe of the gospel in nearly every nation un
der heaven. They have skillfully spread their perni
cious doctrines from house to house with the aid of 
books and periodicals. Seventh Day Adventists have 

Midwestern 
school of Preaching 

0 2-year course of study ~ 
0 Study entire Bible text :" • 
o Practical and foundational fields ~ 

fully covered 
o Wives program :\. 
0 Annual evangelistic campaigns 
0 Yearly student lectureship in June 
0 Located in metropolitan Kansas City 

Oran Rhodes, Director 
(816) 461-8721 or 478-8021 

David Dalton, Dean 
(816) 259-3875 

Midwestern School of Preaching 
10800 Kentucky • Sugar Creek, MO 64054 

been second only to the Jehovah's ....-------. 
Witnesses in purveying their pecu
liar false doctrines in print. One can 
hardly go anywhere, even in the 
most remote areas of Africa, that he 
does not find the publications of 
these and other cultic groups. 

The printed page, I am per
suaded, is the most powerful me- Rod Rutherford 

dium available to man to propagate the gospel of sal
vation. A well-written tract will reach thousands of 
people that a preacher could never teach in person. 
One study indicates that every tract in West Africa will 
be read by an average of twelve people before it falls 
apart from much use. 

NOW READY! 
Lambert VBS Kits For 1998 

VBS Kits contain samples of student workbooks, teacher 
manuals and most supplementary materials. (Visual Aids are 

not included in kit. ) 

Written & Published By Faithful Members of The Church 

Great Bible Examples 
Lesson 1: Abraham: Great Example of Faith 
Lesson 2: Joseph: Great Example of Forgiveness 
Lesson 3: Moses: Great Example of Leadership 
Lesson 4: David: Great Example of Courage 
Lesson 5: Jesus: Our Perfect Example 

Published By 

Lambert Book House, Inc. 
Call1-800-551-8511 For Your Closest Bookstore 
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Printed materials can (1) go where preachers may 
not be permitted, (2) provide a means for a person to 
weigh arguments, check references, and meditate, (3) 
can be reread and copied, (4) possibly remain for 
years and teach unborn generations. 

At Truth for the World, we are often reminded of 
the power of the printed page. A man in Nigeria, de
spondent because he had no means of supporting his 
family, was looking for a rope to hang himself when 
he found one of our tracts on the ground. He read it 
and decided there was hope after all. He sought out 
the church of Christ in his area and obeyed the gospel. 
He wrote to thank us for saving his life and his soul. 
Another man wrote to thank us for the change in his 
neighbor's life. He had observed that his neighbor's 
behavior had improved markedly after taking a Truth 
for the World Bible correspondence course. The man 
asked to be enrolled himself. He wanted what his 
neighbor had found. The printed page is a powerful 
means of getting the gospel to the lost. 

Most Americans cannot conceive of the power of 
publications because we are so flooded with written 
materials. Every day we are inundated with mail 
boxes overflowing with "junk" mail, most of which 
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Bulletin Alert 
Attention: Members of the church of Christ. 

Subscribe to 
The Caring and Sharing Newsletter 

for news about the health of other members. 
Subscribers help each other pay their medical 
bills. It's very economical! Note: This Is not an 
Insurance company. 

As a subscriber, other CSN subscribers will help 
you pay your medical bills, and you can do the 
same for them. Your gift is sent directly by you, 
not CSN. It will be received by a subscriber who 
has had a medical emergency. 

For more information 
and how you may participate, write to 

Caring and Sharing Newsletter 
POB 544 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 

1-800-288-2044 

This plan has been in effect for over 5 years and has 
helped many. Presently there are 1500 Christians 
participating. Let us hear from you today. 

The Newsletter is NOT an insurance company. 
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goes directly into our trashcans. Newspapers, maga
zines, and books abound. Many of us despair of ever 
being able to catch up on our reading. But this situa
tion does not prevail in the non-industrialized na
tions of the world. There literacy programs are edu
cating millions of readers every month, but little is 
available for these newly literate multitudes to read. 
Brethren, let us fill the void. These people have a vo
racious appetite for reading materials. Let us satisfy 
that hunger with tracts, gospel magazines, and Bible 
correspondence courses. 

A major aspect of Truth for the World, a media 
mission work of the Lord's church in Olive Branch, 
Miss., is to provide the gospel in printed form to reach 
lost souls. Will you help us? We need Bible correspon
dence teachers, Bibles, and books by our brethren to 
send to gospel preachers who beg for study materials. 
Most of all, we need funds for paper to print tracts 
and correspondence courses and to pay the price of 
the postage to place the printed materials in the hands 
of eager readers. If you would like to become in
volved, please write to us today. 

Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, 1N 38175-1135 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman 

• Literature: Rod Rutherford 

• Bible correspondence Courses: Ray Sullins 
• Campaign follow-up: Ed Crookshank 

• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 
• Bible Questions: David Amos, Roy J. Hearn 

and Albert McDaniel 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miu. 

Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Phone (601) 895-9740 • Fax (601) 895-9741 
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What the Holy Spirit Is Doing Today 
By Mark K. Lewis 

E veryone needs to know the Bible's teaching on 
the Holy Spirit. There is probably more error 
taught in the denominational world - and 

maybe in the church - on the subject of the Holy 
Spirit than any other topic. If we are ignorant of the 
Spirit's doings, we won't be able to help people who 
are confused about the subject. 

I frequently preach on the work of the Spirit in 
the first century, how he revealed the Word of God 
and confirmed it by direct and miraculous means. 
Then one day, a friend said to me, "OK, you've done 
a good job explaining what the Holy Spirit did in the 
first century, and what he is not doing today. But 
what is the Spirit doing today?" Good question, and 
one that needs answering. 

The Holy Spirit is doing exactly the same thing 
today he did in the first century, except for the con
firming miracles. In John 16:7-8, Jesus told his 
apostles that he must leave them, but that he would 
send the Holy Spirit to them. In verse 8, Jesus in
forms us of what the Holy Spirit's work would be on 
earth: "And when he is come, he will reprove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judg
ment." 

That is what the Spirit came to do in the first 
century, and that is exactly what he is doing today. 

Not only is he doing exactly the same thing he did 
in the first century ("reproving the world of sin, righ
teousness, and judgment"), he is doing it exactly the 
same way - through the Word of God. It was by the 
preaching of the Word of God in the first century that 
souls were saved (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:21; James 
1:18, 21; Acts 2), and that same message, preached 
today, will produce the same result. The Word of God 
is the "sword of the Spirit" {Eph. 6: 17). 

The only difference is that now the Word of God 
is in the Book {the Bible) and then it was in man. In 1 
Corinthians 13:8-10, the apostle teaches that "when 
that which is perfect is come," (when revelation is 
complete), the inspired, spoken means of delivering it 
would cease. We do not need the spoken Word today 
because the Word has been completely revealed Uude 
3) and has been written down, which is sufficient to 
make the child of God perfect (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The Spirit works in conversion today. He guided 

the apostles into all the truth Uohn 16:13), and di
rected (moved) them in writing the message of God. 
But he does not speak the revelation orally today be
cause he no longer needs to, seeing the truth is the 
"once for all delivered faith." Scripture is still the 
Spirit's sword, and he provides it for our use in con
victing and converting sinners. 

The Holy Spirit continues his great work to this 
day, and will do so till the Lord returns. That work, as 
announced by Jesus, was to convict the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment. That was done 
"through the foolishness of preaching" (1 Cor. 1:21), 
and still is. The difference is that the Holy Spirit no 
longer speaks the message to man. He doesn't have to 
because we now have the complete Holy Bible. 

2912 N. Chester 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 
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B. J . Clarke 

~ 
Perry B. Colham 

THIRTY- SECOND ANNUAL LEC'l'URESHIP 
MARCH 29 - APRIL 2, 1998' 

THEME: "LESSONS IN LYRICS" 
MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

1950 FOREST HILL IRENE ROAD, MEMPHIS, TN 19125 
Kennelh Gossen 

SUHDAY, MARCH 2!1, 1!1!18 
9 JG.10 20 A M "This Is My Falhe(s Worl<f' 
10JG.1130AM "AMightyForlless· 
6 00 • 7 00 P M "Gn~e Me lhe B>bie" 

MOHDAY, MARCH JO, 1!1!18 
9 00-9:50 AM ·o Thou Founl of Every Blesmg" 
1000-10 50 AM "To Us a Child of Hope lsBom· 
10 00-10 SO AM "Count Your Bless.ngs• tvlomtn·s Class) 
11 00-11 50 AM "Were You There?" 
11 00-1 1 50 AM Class 1 Wly Old My SaviO< Come to Earth?" 

Class 2. "How Shan the Young· 
Class 3 "A Beautdul Praye<" 
Class 4 "Ten Thousand Angels" 

1150-t 10PM. LUHCH 
t 10-2 00 PM "Low in the Grave He Lay" 
t 10·2 00 P M Class 1: "He Bore 11 Alr 

Class 2: "There Is Jusl One Way" 
Class 3 : "Savior, Thy Oy1ng Love" (Women·s Cl.lssl 

2 10-3:00 PM "Ye Musl Be Bom Aga.n• 

3 t0-4·00 PM "OPEH FORUM" 
4 00-7·00 PM IHTERMIUIOH 
7.00-7·30PM COHGREGAnOHAL SIHGIHG 
7 3().8:30 P M. "Amazing Grace· 

TUESDAY, MARCH n, 1!1!18 
9.00-9:50 AM "0 Happy Day" 
10 00- 10 50 A M "1 Love Thy Kingdom, Lord" 
10·00-10:50 AM "God's Famtly" (Wom<n'sCrou) 
11·00- 1150 A M "OnlyonThee• 
11 00-11 50 AM Class 1: "Have You Counled lhe Cosl?" 

Class 2. "Masler, lhe Ternpes11s Raging" 
Class 3. "The Church's One Foundation" 
Class 4: "The Kingdoms of Earth Pass Away" 

11 50-110 LUHCH 

(Fiavtl Nichols) 
(Sieve EniS) 

(Goebel Music) 

(J K Gossen) 
(Jimmy Clark) 

(Comne Elk01s) 
(Walker W Crossno) 

(Howell Bigham) 
(Daniel F Cales) 

(M tke Hutson) 
(Toney L. Smrth) 

(Paul Sain) 
(Terry Claunch) 

(Melvin Sapp) 
(Annette B. Cales) 

(James w. Boyd) 

!Garland Elkins) 

(John R. Vaughan) 

(Chit Newell) 
(Lindsey Warren) 

(Maggie Colley) 
(Gary Colley) 

(Ronald Choale) 
(Gary Henson) 

(Sieve Wigg111s) 
(Jerry Murrel) 

1 10.2 00 PM Wlosoever Wllr (Tommy Hocl<s) 
1 10.2 00 PM Class 1: "All Th.ngs Ate Ready" (Wayne Pnce) 

Class 2: Wlal Will You Do Wrth Jesus?" (Ene Owens) 
Class 3: "My Task" ~........,, Cla»l (Jane Fosler) 

PROSPECnYE STUDEHn AHD SUPPORTERS SEMIHAR 
2 10.3 00 P M "All Ha>l lhe Power ol Jesus Name· (Dub McClish) 

3 10.4 00 PM "OPEH FORUM" (Garland Elkins) 

4 00-7 00 PM IHTERMIUIOH 
7 00-7 30 PM COHGREGAnOHAL SIHGIHG 
7 3().8 30 P M "Do all ., lhe Name of lhe Lord" (Bobby Duncan) 
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Jane Foster 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 1!1!18 
9 ()().9·50 A.M. "A Beautrful Llle" 
10.00-10:50 A M. "Wiil Your Anchor Hold?" 
10 00-10:50 A.M. 1s Your L~e a Channel of Blessing?" (Wom<n'sCiaJ.S) 

11 00-11:50 A.M. "In Heavenly Love Abid.ng• 
11 '00-11:50 AM. Class 1: "Holy, Holy, Holy" 

Class 2: "Faires! Lord Jesus· 
Class 3· ·o Masler. Lei Me Walk wrth Thee· 
Class 4: "Sing and Be Happy" 

11 50-1:10 P.M. LUHCH 
1 10-2.00 P M. ·ru Never Forsake My Lordr 
1·10-2 00 PM Class 1 ·can He Depend on You?" 

Class 2 "Must Jesus Bear the Cross AJone7' 
Class 3. "He Knows Jusl Whall Need" (Women's CIIJ.Sl 

2 10-3.00 P.M. "Soldiers of ChnSI, Arise· 

3:10-4:00 P.M. "OPEH FORUM" 
4:00-7:00 P.M. IHTERMIUIOH 
7:00-7:30 P.M. COHGREGAnOHAL SIHGIHG 
7.3().8:30 P.M. ·seeking lhe LoS!" 

THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 1PP8 
9 00-9.50 A.M. "The Ninely and Nne• 
10 00-10:50 A.M. "ShaUl Crucify My Savior?" 
10.00-10:50 A.M. "If I Have Wounded Any Soul Today" (Women's ClaJ.S) 

11.00-11:50 A.M. "His Eye Is on lhe Sparrow" 
11 00-11:50 A.M. Class 1: "Yield Not 10 Templollon" 

Class 2: "Loves! Thou Me More Than These?" 
Class 3: "Blesi Be the Tie" 
Class 4: "God Is Calling the Prodigar 

11 50 • 1:10 P.M LUHCH 
1 10 • 2:00 P M. "We Are Going Down lhe Valley" 

Class 1: "'M>at VWl Your Answer Be?" 
Class 2: "'M>>spemg Hope" 
Class 3 -c>oes Jesus CareT tNomeft's Cllu) 

2 10- 3:00P.M. "Will Jesus Find Us Watching?" 

3 10 • 4.00 P.M. "OPEH FORUM" 
4,00 · 7:00P.M. IHTERMIUIOH 
7 00 ·7:30P.M. COHGREGAnOHAL SIHGIHG 

(Harrell Davidson) 
(David Coal) 
(Vada R>ce) 

(Darrell Conley) 
(B. J. Ciari<e) 
( Eddie Craft) 
(Jeff Archey) 

(Rtley Nelson) 

(Wayne Coats) 
(Roy McConneiQ 

(Frank Paris) 
(Martha Manley) 

(Roy J Hearn) 

(Garland Elk.ns) 

(James Segars) 

(Wayne Lankford) 
(Larry Reynolds) 

(Irene Taylor) 
(James Wyers) 

(Jeff Clark) 
(Sieve Rook) 

(Terry Joe Kee) 
(Glen Alexander) 

(Ira Y Rlce.Jr) 
(Sieve Sanders) 

(Man Amos) 
(Oorolhy Mosher) 

(Perry Colham) 

(Galland Elluns) 

7.30 ·8:30 P.M. Wlen All o f God's Singers Gel Home• (Roben R. Taylor, Jr.) 

Note: An attended nursery shall be provided for all lectures. There 
will be classes and activities for pre-school children doily, and 
also for the evening classes. 

WATER/ELECTRICAL HOOKUPS PROVIDED. 

John Vaughan Lindsey Warren Stephen Woggins James Wyers 



Toreador-Shelly Debate on Unity 
(Doctor Rubel Shelly, minister for the Woodmont Hills Church of Christ in Nashville, Tennessee, delivered 

a Speech to a group of charismatic people at Florence, Alabama on April 19, 1996. His portion of this debate is 
taken from that presentation. L. Toreador is a man who fights the bull and loves the truth. His portion of the 
discussion was recently written.) 

Seventh And Final AHirmative By Dodor Rubel Shelly 
Turn to Romans 14. A central point Paul makes 

in Romans 14 and verse 13, "Let us stop passing 
judgment on one another. Instead, make up your 
mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in 
your brother's way." Look at verse 17, "The king
dom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking." 
Well, in a minute, we will notice the issues they're 
fighting over - it's basically eating and drinking. 
"But of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit." Verse 19, "Let's therefore make every effort 
to do what leads to peace and mutual edification. Do 
not destroy the work of God for the sake of food." 
Verse 22, "Whatever you believe about these things, 
keep between yourself and God." That may be the 
hardest verse in the Bible. Whatever you believe 
about these things, keep it between yourself and 
God. "Blessed is the man who doesn't condemn him
self by what he approves, but the man who has 
doubts is condemned if he eats because he is eating 
not from faith. Everything that doesn't come from 
faith is sin." He said, "You settle the matter in your 
mind, but don't go on a crusade to make everybody 
else come to your point of view." 

You know what issues they were fighting about? 
Well, number one was vegetarianism. They had some 
new age ecologists. Verse 2, one man's faith allows 
him to eat everything (that's mostly the clergy), but 
another man whose faith is weak eats only vegetables. 
I mean that's an issue! Well, in this context they are 
probably not new age ecologists, probably all their 
butchers are getting their meat from pagan altars. And 
some of the Christians are having reservations about 
eating meat that's been [offered to idols]. But that's 
one issue. Another issue is, well, down in verse 5, it's 
about holidays and holy days. How many holidays 
ought to be celebrated as holy days? Or, if you were 
ethnically born to Judaism and now you've become a 
Christian, should you just work on the Sabbath as a 
point of principle, and Passover and all these other 
things have no part in it. Or if you were a pagan and 
there's a holiday declared in Rome, you ought to just 

keep right on working that day. And you ought not to 
get together with your family and friends- just have 
a party and maybe use it for worship to the Lord. Well, 
they're fighting about that. And the third one, 21, 
"It's better not to eat meat or drink wine or do any
thing else to cause ... " Well, they're having, they're 
having disputes over whether you can keep Bud Light 
in your refrigerator, and still be a Christian. Or 
whether you can have a glass of wine with your meal 
when you go out. 

You remember the Lord judges us all. The key 
for all of this, people, is for us to go where Christ is 
and to stand humbly at the foot of the cross. Because 
- you come where I am, or me go where you are -
nah! We're wired differently. We have different wor
ship styles that we prefer. We've come to some con
clusions already, and we're probably going to keep 
living in our separate houses. I'm sure we will. Why, 
even within our own traditions in denominations, 
one church is different from another in worship style 
and so on. But do not cross those lines to pass judg
ment. Do not cross those lines and be arrogant and 
hateful. And do not cross those lines to assume the 
Lord's prerogative. Let God be God. Let God alone 
be God. 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,800-plus class hours 
• Tuition-tree 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Quallf1ed faculty 

Director 
Emanuel B. Daughei'Q 
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Seventh and final Response 
by L. Toreador, the BuiiRghter 

Romans 14 is an often abused Bible passage. It is not 
hard to get it right, unless one is trying to get it 
wrong. If a person wants to misunderstand, he will 
be able to do that, but, thank God, it is also possible 
to understand. 

If we will to do God's will, we can obey the gos
pel and be saved (Rom 1:5,16). Still, it is possible for 
one to "obey not the gospel" because we will to do 
our own will (2 Thess. 1:8). "And for this cause God 
sendeth them a working of error, that they should 
believe a lie: that they all might be judged who be
lieved not the truth, but had pleasure in unrigh
teousness" (2 Thess. 2:11-12). 

Romans 14 is talking about things that are not 
specific commands, but are in the realm of option. If 
the command is specific, there is no room for 
change. To obey not the gospel brings "punishment, 
even eternal destruction" (2 Thess. 1:9). 

Consider the Bible command for the penitent be
liever to be baptized to receive the remission of sins. 
Bible baptism involves a burial in water and a resur
rection from the water (Matt. 3:16-17; Acts 8:38; 
Rom. 6:4; Col. 2: 12). The purpose of baptism is the 
washing away of sins (Acts 22:16; Mark 16:16; Acts 
2:38). To change this specific Bible teaching brings 
the wrath of God and damnation. 

To point this out to the unbaptized is judgmen
tal, necessary, and right. When Paul says, "let us not 
judge one another any more," it is crystal clear he is 
not talking about the Lord's specific commands, 
whether having to do with initial salvation, or con
duct of the disciple, or worship of the saints, or or
ganization and mission of the church. 

Yet, if someone says that baptism must be per
formed oitly outdoors in running water, he has added 
to the explicit commands of scripture. There is no 
Bible basis for his demands. It is in such unspecified 
areas that Paul says "do not judge one another." 

Shelly understands that Paul is talking about 
matters of opinion in eating and drinking, and obser
vance of special days - like Veterans Day, or New 
Year's Day. If someone tried to bind the Jewish 
Sabbath or Passover or make fleshly circumcision 
a condition of salvation, Paul was quick and inflex
ible in judging them (Acts~15:2; Col. 2:14-23; Phil. 
3:2). 

The problem with Shelly's presentation on Ro
mans 14 is that he attempts to make the "judge not 
one another any more" apply to specific commands 

16 ~.!tc~ound!~!! 

of the Bible and, like all liberals, he looses where 
God has bound. 

If there is no specific scriptural criteria for salva
tion, worship, and the organization and mission of 
the church, then anything goes. There are no abso
lute Biblical standards of right and wrong, and Rubel 
may wind up with Bud lite in his refrigerator, and his 
wife in the arms of another man. If Rubel objects to 
this, we remind him "judge not one another any
more." We suspect that even Shelly thinks there are 
some absolutes. 

Thank you, Doctor Rubel Shelly, for this oppor
tunity to study these matters with you. By the way, if 
you would like to continue the discussion, I will 
gladly accommodate you. 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ: that, whether I come and see 
you or be absent, I may hear of your state, that 
ye stand fast in one spirit, with one soul striving 
for the faith of the gospel; and· in nothing 
affrighted by the adversaries: which is for them 
an evident token· of perdition, but of your salva
tion, and that from God (Phil 1:27-28). 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, 1X 77269-0192 

Tennessee Bible College 
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Christian Mercenaries? 
By Sam Dilbeck 

During the Revolutionary War the British 
hired German soldiers to help fight the colo
nists. Since most of the 30,000 German merce

naries came from the city of Hesse-Kassel they were 
dubbed the Hessians. For twenty-five cents a day 
these soldiers became hirelings for the "Red Coats." 

On December 26, 177 6, the colonists boosted 
morale and support by overwhelming the Hessians 
at the Battle of Trenton. Though the Hessians were 
skilled soldiers, they lacked passion. They did not 
have a vested interest in the war. In the end, they 
along with their employers were defeated. 

History shows that those fighting for a cause of
ten despise soldiers-for-hire. Mercenaries are consid
ered greedy men whose lust for killing reveals their 
missing conscience and low morality. They go 
through the motions of a war without any significant 
reasons. They are heardess gunslingers, who will kill 
for whoever pays them. 

Jesus dealt with the mercenary mentality in John 
10:12-13: 

But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, 
whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and 
the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the 
sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hire
ling, and careth not for the sheep." 

The shepherd-for-hire cares only about the 
money and his skin. He is not willing to fight for and 
protect the sheep. This same principle applies to sol
diers who fight only for money and not for a cause. 

The Christian life is a war. Paul wrote: 
Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For 
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places (Eph. 6:11-12). 

Christians "war the good warfare, they fight the 
"good fight of faith" (1 Tim.1:18; 6:12). Their war 
is not a carnal battle. Their enemy is the lusts of the 
flesh, the temptations of the devil, the attackers of 
God, and the deniers of the sovereign Word of God. 

The Christian attacks the enemy every time he 
obeys a commandment of the Lord. Conversely, ev-

ery time he disobeys or neglects God's Word, he in
flicts upon himself an injuring blow. 

The main work of the preacher is to preach the 
Word (2 Tim. 4:2-3). Yet, some congregations think 
they hire preachers to participate in community 
events, and head committees. Each child of God has a 
duty to be the best example of friendliness and service 
to others that he can be. Still, it is not more the duty 
of a preacher to "adorn the doctrine of God our Sav
ior" than it is the responsibility of all the disciples to 
make a good impression on the world (Titus 2:10). 

The church must not make hirelings of preach
ers. Congregations should financially support those 
who give full time to the teaching of the Word 
(1 Cor. 9:9-14; Gal. 6:6). Most preachers were 
preaching before they were ever paid a dime for 
such service, and would continue to preach even if 

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

ENG YING 
HEAVEN_LY TRUTHS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
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• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 
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Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 
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they never received another cent. Still, it is right to 
support men who give themselves "wholly" to the 
work of study and who teach both publicly and from 
house to house (1 Tim. 4: 13-16; Acts 20:20). 

We need to get our priorities in order. The 
preacher must first study, ponder, prepare. Only 
then is he in a position to teach in season and out of 
season. His aim is not public relations, but present
ing truth that rebukes, reproves and exhorts - and 
doing it with civility. 

The preacher should be serious about knowing 
and presenting the gospel to the community. When 

he does this with true dedication of purpose, he has 
little or no time left to baby-sit and run a taxi ser
vice. Soldiers do not have the luxury of entangling 
themselves in the affairs of this life (2 Tun. 2:4). 

Such teachers will the~ fulfill their Christian duty 
by being a good representative of the body of Christ to 
the general public. They cordially visit in the commu
nity, making a good impression on the neighborhood 
because they "walk in wisdom toward them that are 
without, redeeming the time" (Col. 4:5). 

P.O. Box 219 
Leonard, TX 75452 
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Going Around in Circles 
By Jeff Sweeten 

(!'he following article by Robert Fisk was published recently in a local bulletin. My article follows.) 

I Drew My Circle Again Leaving those reputable, spiritually-minded 
When I first became a member of the church, my within. I soon realized in time that only my family 
circle was very big .•• for it included all who, like and myself remained in the circle. I had a good £am
myself, had believed. I was happy in the thought that ily, but to my surprise, my family finally disagreed 
my brethren were many but, having a keen and ob- with me. I was always right. A man: must be stead-
servant mind, I soon learned that many of my breth- fast. I have never been a factious man! So in strong 
ren were erring. I could not tolerate any people determination, I drew my circle again •.. Leaving me 
within my circle but those who, like myself, were quite alone. 
right on· all points of doctrine and practice. Too, 1 Drew My Circle Again, Too 
some made mistakes and sinned. What could I do? I When I first became a member of the church of Christ, 
had to do something! I drew my circle again ••• my circle was very small. I understood that I was 

Leaving the publicans and sinner's outside, ex- added to the body of Christ- the bride of Christ that 
eluding the Pharisees in all their pride, with myself wore his name (Acts 4: 12). Mter hearing the gospel (1 
and the righteous and humble within. I heard ugly Cor. 15:3, 4), I believed in Jesus as the Son of God 
rumors about some brethren. I saw then that some of ijohn 8:24). I repented of my sins (Luke 13:3, 5), and 
them were worldly-minded. So duty bound, to save confessed Jesus as Lord before men (Matt. 10:32). I 
my reputation, I drew my circle again ··· then obeyed my Lord's command to be baptized for 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

• 'JWo.year program 
• Tuition free 
• Umited financial aid 
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the remission of my sins (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38). 
I put off the old man of sin and put on Christ 

(Rom. 6:5 -6) and understood that very few in this 
world are willing to submit to Jesus words and walk in 
his way (Matt. 7:13-14; John 6:66-69). 

Then, I listened to "change agents" in the church 
condemn the old paths as being too restrictive. I 
didn't want to appear self-righteous, as though I was 
the only one going to heaven, or as though I was right 
on all points of doctrine and practice, so I drew a big
ger circle ..•. 

And included obvious error, hypocrisy and alter-



nate lifestyles. Following this philosophy caused me 
to wonder: Why would I be so judgmental as to say 
that anyone that believed in Jesus might not be saved. 
Isn't God a merciful God?" This naturally led me to 
the open-minded position of accepting anyone who 
believed or claimed to be a "Christian"; regardless of 
how they claimed to have become such, how they 
lived, how they worshiped, or what religious name 
they wore. They just might be saved, and I should fel
lowship them. Again, "change agents" told me I was 
on the right track, especially since claiming to know 
something is right or wrong is dogmatic and nega
tive. These terms, indeed, sounded unchristian, so I 
drew a still bigger circle .... 

And was feeling pretty good about myself (which 
is very important) when I realized that not being 
able to really know the truth obviously meant my 
friends, who worshiped Allah, Brahma, and Buddha, 
good moral people, were not in the circle. Now, 
who am I to say that they may not have the truth 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

What You Will Find ... 
A balanced program. 
A strong Biblical emphasis. 

• A well qualified faculty (academically and in 

(since I can't really know)? So, I drew my circle 
again .... Love and I had the wit to win, so we drew 
a circle that took everyone in .... 

Then, I turned the circle drawing over to Jesus. 
He said, "Behold, my mother and my brethren! 

For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother" (Mark 3:34-35). 

He also said, "He that rejecteth me, and re
ceiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: 
the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in 
the last day" Qohn 12:48). 

And: 
Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to de
struction, and many are they that enter in 
thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened 
the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they 
that find it. Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 
are ravening wolves (Matt 7:13-lS)soo North Pearl St. 

Commanche, TX 76442 
Fp 
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17th Annual 
Southwest Bible Lectures 

"Be at Peace Among Yourselves" 

-Aprll12-15, 1998-

Sunday, Aprll12 
9:30 a.m. .........•....•• "Be at Peace Among Yourselves" (1 Thess. 5:13) ........................ Perry B. Cotham 

10:30 a.m. ..............•. Obtaining the Peace of God (Phil. 4:7) .................................................. Gary Colley : 
Congregational Meal 

2:00 p.m. . .••.••••......• Area-wide singing 
6:00 p.m •••••••••••...•.. Christianity- the Only Religion of Peace ........................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

. 7:00p.m •.••.•.•.•.....•• Jesus Sent Both Peace and a Sword ................................................. Bill !Ackwood 

Monday, April 13 
9:00 a.m .•••.•.•.•....... False Standards of Peace (Denominational Doctrines) ••...•.•.•.••......•••.. Tom Bright 

10:00 a.m ................. Answers to Young People Seeking Peace of God (Psa. 119:9) .......... Tim Williams 
Ladies: God's Recipe for Good Thoughts ......................................... Irene C. Taylor 

11:00 a.m •••.•.•.....•...• Christ Is Our Peace (Eph. 2:14) ..............•....................•...• ~ •• , •...........•......••••. Joe Cox 
1:30 p.m ................. Does Controversy Promote Peace in the Body of Christ? •••••••.•.• Stephen Wiggins 
2:30 p.m • •.•..•••.•.....• Discussion Forum ••••..•..•.•••.•.•.••.•••••••.••••.•.•.••••••••.•.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.• Bright/Clarke 
6:15 p.m • ......•.......•. Congregational singing 
7:00p.m ••.....•••...•.•. "Blessed Are the Peacemakers" (Matt. 5:9) .......................................... B. J. Clar~e 
8:00 p.m ..........••••••. A False Standard of Peace Demands Compromise ..................... Stephen \Vigglns 

Tuesday April 14 
9:00 a.m. •••••••.•.•••.•• The Bible, the Book of Peace ............................................................... Dub McClish 

10:00 a.m. -peace and Safety, -
Then Sudden Destruction " (1 Thess. 5:3) ....................................... ~ ... Sam Dllbeck 
Ladies: Victorious Living ............................................................... · •• Irene C. Taylor. 

11:00 a.m •••••.•••••••..•• "My Peace I Give You" (John 14:23; 2 Thess. 3:8, 16) ••..••...••••••..•••. Shan Jackson _ 
1:30 p.m ..........••..... Christian Warfare/Christian Peace (Eph. 6:10-17) •...•••.............• Lindell Mitchell 
2:30p.m • ...•.•.•••...... Discussion Forum ............................................................................. McClis.hfl'aylor 
4:00 p.m •.••••••..•..•... SWSBS Alumni and Supporters Dinner · 
6:15 p.m • •.....•.•..•..•• Congregational singing 
7:00p.m ..•...........••. A Review of The Peaceable Kingdom by Carroll Osburn ............. Lindell Mitchell 
8:00 p.m. The Cry of -peace, Peace, -

Where There Is No Peace" (Jer. 6:14) .................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr.· · 

Wednesday, April 15 
9:00 a.m ••.•••••....•.••• Is Peace Possible? ••.•.••.........••..........•.•...........................••••................... Glenn Colley 

10:00 a.m •••.•....•......• I.,ove, Joy, and Peace (Gal. 5:22) .....•.•.•......... ~ ..................................... Kent Graham 
11:00 a.m .•............... Justified, We Have Peace (Rom. 5:1) .............•........................•....••.. Darrell Conley 

1:30 p.m .•..•.....•.....• Prayer, a Source of Peace (Phil. 4:6) •..........................••••...••.......•.......•. Don Walker 
2:30 p.m. . ............... Discussion Forum •...•......•..•......•••••••.••.•••.••••.••.••..•....• ~ ...•.•••••••••.....•....•• Cates/CoDiey · 
6:15 p.m . ...•............ Congregational singing 
7:00p.m ..........•...... Christian Home- a Place of Peace ..................••.•..•.•...........•........••••. Glenn Colley 
8:00 p.m. . .........••••.• How the Church Is to Maintain Peace ................................................. Curtis Cates 

RV hookups available • Audio I video tapes available • Lectureship books available 
Brotherhood displays (on prior approval) 

-Gary Colley, Director-

Southwest Church of Christ 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748-5399 • (512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 • swsbs@aol.com 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

The Privilege of Example 
By Irene C. Taylor 

S orne years ago, while directing a group of 
teen-age girls in a study of what it means to 
be a Christian, one young lady registered the 

following protest. "My friends expect me to be bet
ter than they are." She was a Christian; they were 
not. She seemed somewhat taken back when I re
plied, "They have a right to expect better from you." 

It seems rather sad that many Christians seem to 
resent such expectations. Rather than viewing our 
responsibility to be a good example as unfair, we 
need to view it as a privilege, which it really is. Privi
leges carry responsibilities and one responsibility as
signed to the Christian is to be an example of good. 
We have the opportunity to show the beauty of liv
ing by a higher standard. It is truly a privilege to be a 
Christian! We need to act like it. The standards, 
which Christians should exemplify, are higher than 
those of the world. The difference should be readily 
distinguishable. It is a difference that matters. 

In giving directions to Timothy, Paul admonishes 
him not to hide behind his youth. Parents today 
make a grave mistake when they excuse wrong be
havior by declaring, "He/she is so young." Or, "Boys 
will be boys." Today girls pride themselves in being 
as raucous and uncouth as the male ruffians. But 
Paul does not instruct Timothy that it is all right to 
sow his wild oats because he is young. Instead, he 
counsels: 

Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in conversa
tion (manner of life-ASV), in charity (love-ASV), 
in spirit, in faith, in purity (1 Timothy 4: 12). 

What is good for Timothy is good for Christians 
today - male or female. And just as Timothy had a 
responsibility to be an example to others so do 
young people today. Mothers need to return to in
stilling training compatible with Bible standards and 
forget worldly standards of popularity and social sta
tus. Popularity will be a flimsy platform on which to 
stand come Judgment Day. 

Christian mother, show your children by example 
the beauty and rewards of the Christian life. All the 

rewards are not reserved for eternity. 
Train them to understand what a 
blessed privilege it is to be a Chris
tian. Instill in them the desire to walk 
the high road. Show them the joy of 
being a thermostat (controlling the 
moral climate) rather than a ther
mometer (merely registering the cli
mate). 

When we foolishly allow/encourage our young 
people to join the crowd, we need not be surprised 
when they stay with the crowd in adulthood. Rather 
than accepting the propaganda that we have to give in 
on some questionable activities, be strong and set the 
example of maintaining the standard of right. We are 
not placed in this life to be elected Queen of Popular
ity. We are here to uphold the privilege of Christian 
example before a world that needs pure role models. 

It is likewise sad when preachers' wives and el
ders wives view their role with resentment. Rather, 
we need to view our role as a golden opportunity to 
maintain the purity of the church. Not only can we 
teach our children to respect the high standard set ,by 
God, we can, by our own conduct, lead the way in 
showing the joy .of Christian hospitality and the 
beauty of Christian womanhood. Today's society has 
disdained the femininity of womanhood for the last 
several years. We need to prove them wrong. God's 
pattern is the best! It is most sad to note that many a 
preacher's wife has come to deeply resent her posi
tion; likewise, many an elder's wife. We have been 
placed in a position where we may upgrade the im
age of womanhood. Let's not waste that privilege by 
wallowing in self-pity. 

Life is not always fair and we face times of sore 
trial, often from those we should be able to trust. We 
must not give Satan the victory by succumbing to the 
pressures exerted by his helpers. 

Be an example of the believers! The reward in 
heaven makes it worth the effort. P.o. Box 464 

Ripley, 1N 36063 
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Potpourri ••• 
We are grateful for every reader and covet 

more subscribers. There is a bond be
tween writers and readers. They may 

never see one another in the flesh, still they have a 
natural attraction and feeling of kinship. Occasion
ally the reader will tell the writer, Good job •.. Stay 
the course •.• Much obliged - or some other kind 
word of appreciation and encourage~ent. Our mail 
pouch runneth over with messages of goodwill. This, 
of course, makes us humble and more determined. 

Rarely we receive word from a disenchanted 
reader who is frustrated by what he regards as hack
neyed journalism and he offers suggestions as to how 
we can produce more vibrant essays. Be assured that, 
whether you are giving us kudos or criticism, we 
benefit from every message our readers send. The 
praise helps us to keep trudging, though the way 
seem weary and long, and the suggestions about how 
we can improve help us to be aware of shortcomings 
and become more excellent. 

Mabank Lectures 
"Beware or the Lies or Satan" 

-March 20-22,1998-

Friday, March 20 
7:00p.m •••• Can We Know the Truth? •••••••••••••••••••• Tyler Young 
8:00p.m •••• Where Will Satan Strike Next? •••••••••• David Baker 

Saturday, March 21 
9:00a.m •••• Do I Have to Attend All Services? •••••••••• Jeff Sims 

10:00 a.m •••• It's What the People Wantl •••••••••••••••••••• AI Macias 
11:00 a.m •••• Uberallsm Isn't that Badl •••••••••••••••••• Carl McCann 
2:00 p.m •••• Do Science and the Bible Agree? 

....................................................... Lindell Mitchell 
3:00p.m •••• Does the Gospel Need Changing? ••••• John Moore 
4:00 p.m •••• Everybody Else Does ltl ...................... Jason Rollo 
7:00p.m •••• Traditional Styles of Worship Are Boring! 

.............................................................. Tom Moore 
8:00p.m •••• Exposing the Weaknesses of Our Enemy! 

................................................................ Ken Hope 
Sunday, March 22 
9:00a.m •••• Overcoming Dlscouragementl 

.................................................. Everett Chambers 
10:00 a.m •••• Does the Holy Spirit Guide Your Ufe? 

............................................................. Kerry Clark 
5:00p.m •••• That's Just Your Interpretation! •••••••••• Bob Clamon 
6:00 p.m •••• Is the Church Relevant? ....................... Dan Baum 

Mabank Church or Christ 
5th & Mt. Vemon St. • Mabank, Texas 75147 • (903) 887-0311 

So, we salute our readers - one and all- and pray 
that the Lord will bless you in every righteous under
taking. If you want to jump on our bandwagon, we 
welcome you and point out that the most effective 
way of spurring us on to new heights is to help us 
acquire even more readers. Subscribe for a friend. 
Recommend us to a congregation. Send us a note. 
Give us a boost. We need all the help we can get. 

In the nature of things, we often complain about 
what is wrong - especially doctrinal departures -
and often lament sour practices - especially worship 
detractions. This may leave the impression that we are 
down and defeated. Please be assured that this is ap
pearance and not reality. The fact is that we are upbeat 
and happy. We know that truth crushed to earth will 
rise again. 

We take exception to covenant-breakers, and to 
spiritual idolaters, but this does not mean that we are 
full of malice. To the profound reverse, we are kind, 
loving, considerate, and benign. Yet, I'd rather have a 
plain man that knows what he fights for, and loves 
what he knows, than what is called a Gentleman and 
is nothing else. It is love that impels us to speak out 
boldly against every innovation to settled and long 
established truth. We have no commitment to mere 
human traditions, but are unalterably committed to 
Bible tradition. "So then, brethren, stand fast, and 
hold the traditions which ye were taught, whether by 
word, or by episde of ours" (2 Thess. 2: 15). 

Let us stand in perfect unity against the wiles of 
error and for healthful teaching. "Only let your 
manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ: 
that, whether I come and see you or be absent, I may 
hear of your state, that ye stand fast in one spirit, 
with one soul striving for the faith of the gospel." 

Jane's Rus6and 
OTed Turner, owner ofCNN, told the Radio and 

Television News Directors Association, "The people 
of this country see the news we think they ought to 
see." Mr. Turner said, in accepting an award at the 
University of Texas, "Americans have foolishly been 
acting in the Judeo-Christian society under a set of 
rules called the Ten Commandments," but America's 
problem is that "there are no amendment proce
dures to the Ten Commandments." 

The Ten Words given at Sinai constitute the 



highest code for ethical excellence the world has 
ever known. More than 3,000 years have confirmed 
the superiority of these ten rules. Jesus acknowl
edged the beauty and power of the celebrated Ten 
Commandments by incorporating them into his New 
Covenant, with the exclusion of a sabbath day. Still, 
the "mouth of the South" thinks he possesses tran
scendent wisdom and is called to revise the ancient 
code of right conduct. 

We are not kidding. Turner had the unmitigated 
gall to suggest that the first command ought to be 
"Love the planet," and the third command should be 
"Have no more than two children or no more than 
one's nation suggests." The eighth command, ac
cording to Ted, is "Back the United Nations in its ef
forts to collectively improve the condition of the 
planet and all of its inhabitants." 

Anyway, Jane's proud of him. 

Are You Gay? 
GEpiscopal bishop John Spong asserts that the 

apostle Paul was a "self-hating gay man." He and 
Andre Resner of ACU say the mother of Jesus was a 
"sexually questionable woman." 

0 Peter Gomes is "the gay, black, conservative 

Brown 
'l'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

minister of Harvard's Memorial Church." He is also 
"a reluctant revolutionary," according to the New 
York Times. In his book, The Good Book, Gomes at
tacks scriptural literalists, who hold that the Bible 
speaks clearly against homosexuality for suffering 
from moral obtuseness. So goes the new orthodoxy of 
the narcissistic postmodern church, where Bible
based dissenters are as irrelevant as Old Testament 
dietary laws. 

OThe Rev. Erin Swenson of Atlanta, formerly Eric 
Swenson, had his/her ordination upheld by the Pres
byterian Church (USA). There was this notice in the 
Wilmington Morning Star: "Along with her 20 years of 
experience as a counselor for both heterosexual and 
homosexual couples, she is also 'transgendered,' a 
condition she sees as a 'gift from God'" (Source: The 
Weekly Standard, March 24, 1997). 

0 Just for the record, the Firm Foundation is scrip
turally literalistic, meaning "adherence to the explicit 
sense of a given text or doctrine." Which means, of 
course, that we accept the Bible as the very word of 
very God. We think it says what it means and means 
what it says. How about you? 

School Kicls 
OThe Weekly Standard {April 7, 1997) reports 

that "It's Elementary: Talking About Gay Issues in 
School,,, a video produced by Helen Cohen and 
Debra Chasnoff, pushes the homosexual agenda. 
The video depicts a fifth-grader explaining, "Some 
Christians believe that if you are gay, you'll go to 
hell, so they want to torture them and stuff like 
that." Another student explains, matter-of-factly, 
that homosexuality "is in your genes." Shelia J. 
Kuehl, an openly lesbian California assemblywoman, 
wants the video shown in all 50 states. 

More Queer StuH 
OMichael Podguski, last year a freshmen at 

Chesterson High School in Indiana, entered English 
class and found a poster showing 10 historical figures 
believed to be homosexual and these words, "Sexual 
orientation has nothing to do with the ability to make 
a mark, let alone make history." Mr. Podguski thought 
the poster had nothing to do with academics, let alone 
English. He and his parents brought a complaint 
about teacher Bonnie Leckie's prop, but the school 
board rebuffed them. 

"If this poster gets one kid to think, if it gets one 
child to not categorize or stereotype people, if it gets 
one kid not to use that derogatory word that we all 
know, then I think it educational value is inarguable," 
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said school board member Michael Griffin, who 
could perhaps use a lesson in how 'to not' split infini
tives." 

Selflefease? 
0 Eileen McDonagh, professor of political science 

at Northeastern University, develops the thought in 
her new book, Breaking the Abortion Deadlock: From 
Choice to Consent, that pregnancy is deadly assault. 
She admits that an unborn child is a human life, but 
argues that the growing life in the mother's womb is 
an invader. She says that "even in a medically normal 
pregnancy, the fetus massively intrudes on a woman's 
body and expropriates her liberty. If the woman does 
not consent to this transformation and use of her 
body, the fetus's imposition constitutes injuries suffi
cient to justify the use of deadly force to stop it." 
McDonagh adds that this self-defense is no different 
than a woman killing a rapist to protect herself 
(Source: AFA Journal, April 1997). 

116erals 
OJohn Leo, syndicated columnist (US News & 

World Report, April28, 1997) notes that Jerry Rubin 
once said, "Our generation is in rebellion against ab
stract intellectualism and critical thinking." The goal 
was to dissolve traditional culture and its rational 
values. 

These attitudes now tend to dominate the cam
pus. Unable to transform the real world, large num
bers of the Sixties activists and radicals decided to 
become professors and change the campus. They suc
ceeded. As a result, what passes as liberalism in 
America today is a campus-based political correct
ness, often authoritarian in tone and style. The real 
liberals are no longer with us. As Rosenblatt says, they 
have been killed off. 

Let us see, now, it was in the '60s that the now 

Nineteenth 
Annual Lectureship 

"The Church 
and Current Trends On •• :' 

Aprll17-19, 1998 

From 9:30 a.m. through evening service. 
Lunch served. 

PbiWps Street Church of Christ 
912 Phillips Street • Dyersburg, TN 38024 

For information • (901) 285-5666 

defunct Mission Magazine attempted unsuccessfully 
to capture schools of higher learning operated by 
members of the churches of Christ. Did they go un
derground? Did they decide to become professors and 
change the campus? Did they organize the Christian 
Scholar's Conference? Did they succeed by artless 
deviousness what they failed to accomplish by frontal 
attack? 

lorglveaess 
OOur thanks to Earl Davis of Chicago for sending 

newspaper clippings- all of them interesting and in
formative. One from the Chicago Tribune (9-4-97) 
deals with the shenanigans of Henry J. Lyons, presi
dent of the National Baptist Convention USA, Inc. 

The piece in the paper says that Lyons is the target 
of state and federal investigations for allegedly using 
church funds to buy five-carat diamond rings, a 
Mercedes-Benz, and a $700,000.00 home with a 
woman not his wife - a convicted embezzler - he 
put on the church payroll. 

Henry J. Lyons is reported to have said, "Forgive 
me, brothers, for I appear to have sinned." Lyons de
nies the charges against him. 
Weddlaglells 

OAccording to a University of Michigan study, 
marriage is one of the best cures for drug and alco
hol abuse. rhe study of 33,000 young adults, who 
were traced from 1976 to 1994, revealed that large 
numbers indulged in alcohol, marijuana, and co
caine. When these same young adults married, their 
drug use dropped dramatically. The adults who re
mained single continued their drug use. Additionally, 
couples who lived together without being married 
showed no decline in substance abuse. Some social 
scientists speak of the civilizing influence of mar-
riage. . 

Do not misunderstand - we are not suggesting 
that every unmarried person is a crack-head. Many 
single men and women are morally upright. How
ever, the study does seem to show that marriage can 
sober up the wild and impetuous. 
II IV 

0 Ron Moser of Evanston, Wyoming, in a letter 
to the editor of World magazine (S/24/97) said: 

The first Bible I purchased as a new Christian 
in 1979 was the Niv. I bought it because of the 
rave reviews it received. Now, as a pastor [sic], I 
have begun to question the scholarship and ac
curacy of the Niv. 

In hours of sermon preparation involving 
comparison of the Greek with the various schol-



arly versions, I have grown increasingly disap
pointed with the NIV's rendering of Greek 
words or phrases. I have since abandoned the 
NIV as a credible translation and exchanged my 
$85.00 leather-bound pulpit NIV for an old 
hardcover RSV, which I find to be very accurate 
and easy to read. (Mr. Moser is obviously a de
nominational preacher.) 

Wors6lplag fh lalllroameaf 
Oln 1991 then Sen. Gore unveiled his enviro-the

ology at the annual earth mass of the Episcopal Cathe
dral of St. John the Divine in New York. Such services 
typically include the taped cry of a timber wolf and 
the aquatic grunts of a humpback whale, and prayers 
to Ra (ancient Egypt's·sun god) and other ecologically 
friendly deities. In attendance were major mainline 
church leaders and the secretary general of the na
tional Council of Churches (AFA]ournal, May 1997). 

Mr. Gore said, "And if God is within us, is God 
not also within other living things? Is God not also 
in the rest of Creation? We are not separate from the 
earth. God is not separate from the earth." 

Richard Land of the Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission told the ·New York Times, "We 
make it clear we do not worship creation, we wor
ship the God of creation." 

Gaia, the ancient Greek earth goddess, fre
quently appears in the green crusades literature, in
cluding Mr. Gore's Earth in the Balance. If this goes 
unchecked, many will end up worshipping tumble
bugs, like the Egyptians did long ago. Paganism is al
ways just around the corner. 

Alpha 
OA new charismatic movement called Alpha had 

its beginning in the United Kingdom and has spread 
to the United States. Alstair Hanna, Ph.D. in nuclear 
physics and an MBA from Harvard, and a successful 
management consultant, has signed on to promote 
the adventure. 

It is new only because it has a different name, 
but is very like the old Foursquare Gospel of Aimee 
Semple McPherson and/or Oral Roberts, Jimmy 
Swaggart, and Jim Bakker. It features laying on of 
hands and speaking in tongues and. extreme emo
tionalism as worship. 

t6rlsflaa loci 
OOur thanks to Earl Davis of Chicago for send

ing a clipping from the Chicago Tribune (Oct. 15, 
1997) reporting on Christian punk bands. Jeff 
Fortson straps on his electric guitar and with 

streaked hair flying his tatto,oed arms flail his guitar. 
His band, Squad Five-0, fires off riff after riff of its 
punk-ska while Fortson's vocals bounce of the walls: 

We are the youth, 
We keep on fighting. 
We are the youth, 
We know what's right. 
We are the youth, 
God is our Father. 
We're gonna live for him till the day we die. 

The Tribune article says the songwriter is from 
the Willow Creek Community Church in South 
Barrington, Ill. This is where Lynn Anderson, Mike 
Cope, and Rubel Shelly get their training, so it may 
not be too long before we s~e some of this silliness in 
Nashville and Abilene. 

lvolufloa 
Oln 1995 the National Association of Biology 

Teachers, in its "Statement on Teaching Evolution" 
declared that evolution is an "unsupervised, imper
sonal, unpredictable and natural process of temporal 
descent." 

Eugenie Scott, director of the California-based 
National Center for Science Education, who spends 
her days defending teaching evolution in the class
room, says the statement means "you can't believe in 
God and life is meaningless" (Chicago Tribune, ·oct. 
17, 1997, via Earl Davis). 

STD 
OAlso from Earl Davis is an article written by 

Joan Beck (Chicago Tribune, Oct. 19, 1997.), dealing 
with genital herpes, a nasty, chronic, incurable, mis
erable disease. Beck says, "Do people tempted to 
·have extramarital sex understand the risks they are 
taking when 25.6 percent of women and 17.8 per
cent of men have genital herpes? Simply asking a 
prospective partner about a history of herpes isn't 
enough protection. A big majority of those who have 
the virus aren't aware of it and could endanger oth
ers without realizing it." 

The answer is, of course, premarital chastity and 
marital fidelity. That's what the Bible says, too. 

God's Will 
0 In the wake of the shooting of eight teenagers 

in a Kentucky high school, a minister declared it 
God's will that his own son escaped harm. But what 
of the three girls who died? Did God will them to 
die at 14 and 15 years old? 

0 Paul Donner of the St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Paducah, Ky., on his parishioner (a 14-year-old 
high school student who shot to death three class-
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mates who were participating in a prayer meeting) 
said, "I'm firmly convinced that Michael Carneal is a 
Christian. He's a sinner, yes, but not an atheist., 

Strange 
OThough Julie Garber died a year ago of leuke

mia, she is scheduled to become a mother. The parents 
of Julie Garber have found a macabre kind of conso
lation in the loss of their favorite child. They have 
engaged a surrogate to bear their dead daughter's off
spring - a woman who agreed to be implanted with 
an embryo sprung from one of Julie's ova and sperm 
from an anonymous donor. Julie Garber's offspring 
will have neither father nor mother. No father be
cause he was simply an anonymous donor at a sperm 
bank; no mother because she is dead (Chicago Tri
bune, Dec. 17, 1997, by way of Earl Davis). 

In a follow-up article, Dec. 18, 1997, the Tribune 
announced the attempt for a surrogate mother to 
carry their dead daughter's fetus ended in a miscar
nage. 

Yes and No 
OSouth Carolina Supreme Court upheld the child 

abuse conviction of a woman who harmed her unborn 
child by using cocaine while pregnant. An attorney for 
the drug-abusing mom, expressed dismay over the 
implications of the ruling: "If a fetus is a person, 

Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Are our religious beliefs legalistic? 
Answer: There is a hue and cry among certain breth
ren that the belief structure of the church of Christ is 
rooted in "legalism., Various academics try to prove 
this by asserting that Alexander Campbell was influ
enced by the rationalistic philosophy of John Locke, 
which resulted in a legalistic framework for his doc
trinal convictions. This legalistic method, they main
tain, has passed down to members of the "tradi
tional" churches of Christ. So as not to leave out any 
other influential preachers of the past, they include 
such men as Tolbert Fanning, David Lipscomb, T.W. 
Brents, F.D Srygley, C.R. Nichol, R.L. Whiteside, 
and G.H.P. Showalter (late editor of the Firm Foun
dation), as well as the current editor of the Firm 
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everything a pregnant woman does is potentially 
child abuse and abortion is murder," said Lynn 
Paltrow, a New York-based reproductive rights law
yer. 

OThe Florida High Court ruled a woman 
couldn't be prosecuted for shooting her unborn 
child. The Court ruled that while a person can be 
held criminally liable for harming someone else's un
born child, a woman cannot be prosecuted for harm
ing a child in her own womb. 

OThe California Supreme Court decided that if 
a child is injured in the womb because Mom was 
forced to work in unsafe conditions, the child later 
could sue the mother's employer. 

OMeanwhile, police in San Bernardino, Calif., 
arrested a man suspected of dumping the remains of 
45 legally aborted children in a field just off a state 
highway. He's charged with improperly disposing of 
medical waste. 

Poor Kids 
0 Four teenagers received probated sentences af

ter they broke into a funeral home to steal embalm
ing fluid so they could smoke cigarettes dipped in it 
to get high. When they could find none, two of the 
teens cut a finger off a corpse and tried to squeeze 
out some fluid. Fp 

Foundation and others of the present generation, in 
an attempt to prove that such a legalistic mindset has 
plagued the church from Campbell down to the 
present. (As an example, this is the contention of the 
book Reviving the Ancient Faith: The Story of 
Churches of Christ in America by Richard Hughes, 
Eerdmans, 1996, cf. pp. 171-176). 

These teachers, who are skilled in revising his
tory to suite their own theological purposes, have 
also redefined "legalism, to include an emphasis 
upon obedience to God's Word. Accordingly, their 
definition of "legalism" centers on the issue of an 
individual's faithfulness to the Word of God. To 
these brethren, legalism results when one seeks to 
harmonize his life and attitude with God's Word to 



receive salvation. "No!" they say, "Away with such a 
reliance upon faithfulness. We are not saved by our 
obedience or faithfulness to the teachings of the 
Bible, but by God's grace and God's grace only." 

Making the same mistake as most denominations, 
these revisers of church history and critics of the 
church say that Ephesians 2:8-9 should read, "For by 
grace (only) are you saved, through faith (alone), and 
that not of yourselves." Though loath to insist upon 
scrupulous keeping of the law of Christ, such change 
agents are bold to alter the divine text, inserting the 
words only and alone, if not in fact, then, by implica
tion. Such a new exegesis of Ephesians 2:8-9 elimi
nates the necessity of faithfulness on the part of the be
liever. And according to those following the new her
meneutic form of revisionist interpretation, it does! 

One wonders if Peter had not obeyed 1 esus' com
mand (an imperative legal order) to "put out into the 
deep, and let down your nets for a catch" (Luke 5: 1-
11), would he have gotten the large catch of fish 
(God's grace) which resulted? Using the reasoning of 
our revisionist brethren, simpleminded Peter gave 
himself over to a rationalistic based traditional form 
of spiritual legalism. He should have done absolutely 
nothing (remember, no works allowed) but to wait 
patiently on the banks of the Sea of Galilee until the 
fish came to him and jumped in his boat of their own 
volition, Yes, that's how he should have done it, is it 
not? As some of our young folks would say - Not! 

In answer to the question above, we plead not 
guilty to the charge of legalism. Although as one 
preaching friend of mine is fond of saying, "I would 
rather be legal than illegal." Still, we need to under
stand the charge of legalism that is leveled against us. 

First, we do not follow the teachings of Camp
bell or any of the other great preachers named 
above. We seek to follow only God's Word. 

Second, 1 esus condemned the legalism of mere 
ritualized religion, if by that we mean "teaching as 
their doctrine the precepts of men" (Matt. 15 :9). 
Mark 7:1-13 is an example of the legalism of the 
Pharisees, which was rooted in the belief that by keep
ing man,s religious laws, which were based upon hu
man tradition, one could be pleasing unto God. 

However, no leader of the plea to restore the an
cient order ever affirmed the keeping of mere hu
man tradition. The Roman Catholic Church, with its 
reliance upon papal tradition is guilty of rank legal
ism. Orthodox Judaism with its tedious dedication 
to the oral law (Talmud, consisting of the Mishnah 
and Gemara), is also guilty of legislating human in-

terpretation of divine rules. However, those at
tempting to restore the Lord's church have always 
had a deep-dyed aversion to human creeds. It is not 
legalistic to simply preach faithfulness to apostolic 
teaching. The cry of restoration has always been, 
Away with human manuals, disciplines, and cat
echisms in favor of the Bible and the Bible only. 

Third, Jesus taught that we are judged by his 
words Uohn 12:48-50). Jesus declares, "If a man love 
me, he will keep my word: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him" Uohn 14:23). Earnest and devout brethren, 
from the first Christian century to the present, main
tain the necessity of rendering faithful obedience to 
the Word of God- and only to God's Word. Such 
faithfulness to the Bible is not akin to the legalism of 
the Pharisees. It is simple faith, which is reliance upon 
God's Word without the admixture of any human 
teaching or tradition. Beware of the revisionists newly 
created definition of "legalism." "Trust and obey, for 
there's no other way, to be happy in Jesus, but to trust 
and obey." 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching •••••••••• Lakeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures •• ~ ••••• ~ ................. Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
1 Freed-Hardeman University ••• Henderson, Tennessee 
2· Shenandoah Lectureship ••••••••••••• San Antonio, Texas 
3 Cleburne, Texas Forum 
4 North Texas Firm Foundation Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Talco, Texas 
March 

1 El Paso Lectures ................................. El Paso, Texas 
1 East Tennessee School of Preaching 

••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••• ~~ ••••••••••••••••••••• Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas ·Lectures •••••• Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching ••• Memphis, Tennessee 

· April 
1 Northeast.Oklahoma Lectures •• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ..................... Austin,· texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

................... ~........................... Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ......................... Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Tex~ LectUres .......................... Marshall, Texas 

. May 
1 Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

•••••• ~ ••••••••••••• .-•••••••••••••• ~........... Cookeville, Tennessee 
1 Nor.thwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•••••••••• Jerome, Idaho 
1 Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

••••••••••••• ~.·-··················~·················~ Visalia, California 
1 Gulf Coast Lectures .......................... Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee • ••••• Red Oak, Texas 
2 Vuginia Bible Lectureship 

.~ ••••••••••• ~.............................. Christiansburg, Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures ••••••••••••••••• Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship ............................... Taylor, Texas 

June 
I Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

••••••• · ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• Dayton, Ohio 
I Bell view Lectures ......................... Pensacola, Florida 
2 Houston· College of the Bible Lectures 

•.••••••••••• ~ •• ~··········~·····•······················· Houston, Texas 
3 Firm Foum!"tion Lectureship ••• Mt. Juliet, Tennessee 
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July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship ••••••••••••••••• Burnet, Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Harrison~ Arkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures ••••••••••••••• Bastrop. Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••• Beeville. Texas 
4 Seek Old Paths ........................ Corinth, Mississippi 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

••••••••••••••..•..•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• Lexington, Kentucky 

August 
I Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

......................................... St. Albans, West Virginia 
1 Northwest Tennessee Lectures •••••••• Paris, Tennessee 
1 Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••• •••••••••.•••. .•••••. .••••• •••••••••• Sevierville, Tenne.uee 
2 Power Lectureship ••••••••••••••• Southaven, Mississippi 
2 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sylvan lAke, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

••••.•.••.••••.••••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••••• Farmington, Missouri 

Septe111ber 
1 Robertson County Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Greenbriar; Tennessee 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

• ••••• •• • • • ••••••• •• • •• • • • • • • ••• • •••••• •• • Chattanooga, Tennessee 
4 4-State Lectureship ........................ Redwater. Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures •••••••••••••• Independence. Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio· Valley Lectureship 

•••••••••••• ••••• •••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••• Steubenflille, .Ohio 

October 
1 Northern New England Lectureship 

• ••• •••• •• • •••••• •••••••••• •••••••••••• •• • nlton, New Hampshire 
2 Lubbock Lectureship ...................... Lubbock, Texas 
2 Palmetto Biblical Studies •••••• Greer, South Carolina 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Memphis, Tenne.ue~ 
4 West Vuginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Moundsville, West Virginia 

Nov••••r 
1 Cold Harbor Rd. Lectureship . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mechanicsville, Virginia 
1 Eastside Lectureship ............. Muskogee, Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton Lectures ..... ~ ••••••••••••• Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship ••••••• Tuscumbia, Alabama 
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-England-

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of~~'!~~ of THE Faith. 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Cambridg~ - South Cambridge Church of Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. W. Hickory St. (~mi. W of Counhouse on 70 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" · P.O. Box 1206, Arca~i.~ ~~ 34265 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanks, serving •Ft.• ·wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area ;_ · 645 11th Avenue, 
99701 •. (907) 456-4921. ..... 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 . . ' 

-Alabama-

Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. ..... 
Crystal River/Lecanto area - Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 

Gainesville- 39th. A;; Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Somei'ViJle....;. Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p,m~ (~OS) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-

Jacksonville- Lake F~r~;t Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10,11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Gamer, minister. 

Lakeland - 1807 • sC:u~h Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest Lecture
ship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Ron 
Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 biles. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. 

Virginia - Virginia • Chu~~ of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun •. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 

- Missouri - · · 
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington - Sun~y Vle~ Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Montana~ Gilbert ~Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.in., 6:00. p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preach~r. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, Missoula - Missoula Church of Christ, 1528 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.,'!~~· .7;30 p.m. S. Higgins Ave. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., (j p.m., 

Wed. 1 p.m. (406) 549-1244. 
-Arkansas-

Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (SOl) 932-1643. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m;, Wed. 7 p.m. J. K. Gossett, 
preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com ·email. 

-Nevada-
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake. Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 

Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- (407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. Boulder City- Boulder City Church of Christ, 
8232, George Ser~, local contact (510) 655- Pensacola _ Bellvie~ Ch~rch of Christ, 4850 845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
0388. S fl , Fld Rd 32526 S 9 10 6 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-au ey • • • un. , a.m., p.m., 4504 
Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Craig Hackwonh, Asso. Minister (510) 713-
9613; Bill Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 

Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles ~e~~ ~f. Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. · Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Pasadena, 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 (818) Sebastian- 1045 Mal~ St: Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed •. p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 
7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy ~ ~~ ~tadena Dr. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., .Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry j. West. Come worship with us. . . .. . . 
Vtsalia - West Vasalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare·Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
peacher. Home of Greater Vasalia Firm 
Fou,ulation Lectureship 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475 • 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 ~·!": P:1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W of 
Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 497-
0240 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed; 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Poundlltion Lectureship. . . . . . . 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. NearWPAFB, (513) 252·9444. ..... 
Fairborn, near Dayton · and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (513) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (513) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 
Muskogee- Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
8n-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOt McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minis!e! •••• 

Memphis - Knight Arnold Church of Christ, 
4400 Knight Arnold Rd., 38118. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. ·m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet - The Viliag~· Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p~m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preach!~· ••• 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lectureship. Publisher of The ~tUin Worker, 
Wfhe Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:06-
7:30 a.m., Gary Colley; preacher. · 
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Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
Burnet- Burnet Ch~;c:h ·of Christ, Hwy. 281 S, 
mail Rt. 2 Box 11F, 78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell 
D~bo, min. Home of Central Texas Lectureship 

Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go S.S miles west on Hwy. 105 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 

Denton- Pearl Stree; Ch~r~h of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-3531.Sun9, 10a.m.,6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 

Houston - Fleetw~ Ch~ch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Ch~;ch •of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preach en. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. • Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Lubbodc - Southsid; Ch~rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy J. 
Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachen. 

Redwater - Church ·of Ch;ist, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Richwood - Church ·of ·christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke- Church •of cb;ist, Rusk&: Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. n471 (713) 341-n76. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, Rigo 
Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish~) 

San Antonio Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio- North;~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (2~0} .4!!·2499. 

Schertz- Church of Christ, SOl Schera Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30a 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schera Pkwy. exit off 1·35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg- ~.;id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11- a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Hampton - Hamp;o~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitc:hc:oc:k, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 7~-~~~3. 

Max Meadows - Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mileS. 1-81 &: 1-n 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
S :30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc - Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne -High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., S p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 6~~-?~~6. · 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

Bible Study Workbooks of Merit 

• Pearls from Proverbs I, II 

• The Plan of Red.emptfon I, II 

• Outstanding Characters 
of the Old Testament I, II 

• Outstanding Characters 
of the New Testament I, II 

byJ.A.McNuH 
• Great Events of the Old Testament 

• Great Events of the New Testament 

• Great Chapters of the New Testament 

• Father, the Head of the House 

• Let's Go Visiting (revised) 

• Soul-searching Questions 
• Counsel for Christian Youth I, II of the New Testament 

13 lessons In each workbook • 3 months courses • $1.50 each 

Mac"s PubHeations 
4215 Catalpa Hill Dr. • Bartlett, TN 38135 • Phone (901) 372-9299 Fax 



CLASSIFIED on experience and education. Excellent elden, 
deacons, youth minister, and secretary in place. 
Send resume to Uberty Church of Christ, 3201 
North Main, Uberty, TX 77575. A'ITN: Elders. 
(409) 336-2213. 

Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77 430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be received 
6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by tho first of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preacher wanted: Growing congregation of 85 
looking for a sound gospel preacher. Prefer a family 
man with at least S years experience, age 30.50. 
Salary negotiable. House provided. Send r~ 
and cassette tape to Church of Christ, lOS N. 6th 
East, Hubbard, TX 76648. Contact C.G. Scruggs 
(254) 576-2194 or Jade Wright (254) 826-3683. 

Preachers Wanted 
Wanted: Experienced, sound, gospel preacher. 
Congregation of about SO members. No elders at 
this time. House and salary. Send resume to 
Broadway Church of Christ, P.O. Box 3, Drumright, 
OK 74030-0003 or contact Nide Nichols (918) 
352-3375 or Paul Castor (918) 352-2026. 

Wanted: a semiretired preacher or one with partial 
support. Housing and some support supplied. Must 
be well-grounded in God's Word. Send r~sum~ to 
Ray Sanders, Southside Church of Christ, 3624 W. 
Malone St., Peoria, IL 61605; call (309) 676-0636. 

Evangelist needed for enthusiastic but small 
congregation in England. The Peterborough Church 
of Christ is located in an expanding part of the UK 
with much potential. We need a faithful preacher 
who will work with us in spreading the Word. 
Must have own support. For information pack, 
contact us by email, sisman@enterprise.net. 

Sound, conservative, full-time minister desired for 
self-supporting. congregation of about 60 without 
elders. Prefer family man. Some computer 
knowledge (or willingness to learn) preferred. 
Current minister moving between June-Sept. 1998. 
Send r~sum~ with video (cassette tape if video not 
available) of recent sermon and a church directory 
(if available) for references. Send to Sunnyslope 
Church of Christ (Attn: Preacher Search Com.) 
3606 N. 108 St., Omaha, NE 68164. 

Congregation of 17 adults, 11 children, in scenic 
Ouichita Mts., west central Arkansas needs full
time preacher. This is the first church of Christ in 
this farm community. Congregation full of love 
and zeal for the Lord. Mission-minded preachen 
encouraged to contact Robin Singleton (870) 326· 
4668 or A. L Banta (870) 326-4708; Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 155, Pencil Bluff, AR 71965. 

Preacher wanted to work with a small self
suppQrting congregation located in suburb of 
Denver, CO. Requires someone mature and well 
grounded in God's Word. Must have experience in 
personal work and pulpit speaking. Please send 
r&um~ with video or audio to Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 So. Havana St., Englewood, CO 
80111. Attn: Search Committee. Evenings call (303) 
694-3429 or (303) 770-8459. 

Associate Minister wanted (position available for 
Jan. 1, 1998) in St. Louis area. Experience in 
campaigns and missions is desirable. 20-30 age, 
married man preferred. Salary negotiable. 
Responsible to elden but supervised by preacher. 
Send r~sum~ and video tape to Collinsville Church 
of Christ, 1400 Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. 
(618) 667-6708. 

Wanted: Full-time evangelist to serve a bilingual 
congregation of 190 memben. Ten years preaching 
experience and Spanish language skills desirable 

but not necessary. Building on 14 acres with a 
daycare center and a K-8 Christian school. Modem 
home and utilities provided. Not part of salary. 
Salary open. Located in California's San Joaquin 
Valley, lln hours south of Sacramento. Send r~m~ 
to Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Rd., Hughson, 
CA 95326. Attn. Elders. Call 0. Dean House (209) 
883-0194 

Sound gospel preacher wanted. Congregation of 
80 members. No elden at this time. House and 
salary. Contact John R. Corlew, 911 So. 19th St. 
Terr., Blue Springs, MO 64015. (816) 229-0857 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of Christ, 
11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or phone (303) 
841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

For Sale 
POWER Lectureship Book1: Dangno111 'Isms 
(1997), The Two Covenants (1996), The Major 
Prophets (1995), The Providmru of God (1989) 
$15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order 
&om Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, 
Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 
shipping &: handling on single book orden. 
Multiple orden sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/It (1994)- $17 .SO A 
Handbook on Bible Translation (1995) - $21.75. 
Balanced Christianity: Maintaining Biblical Balance 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 
Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Full-time minister wanted for small congregation Restoration Rcprinh, other books at great prices. 
of about 60. Salary, house, and utilities provided. For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfmden, 
Send r&umc! to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 269, 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
Elba AL 36323 buy religious books and libraries. 

Full-time Minister Needed. The Honolulu church 
of Christ is in need of a full-time minister. Our 
current preacher is moving bade to the mainland 
the end of May. We would like to have a new 
family come in June. Minister's residence provided. 
If you are interested in learning more about this 
work, or would like to submit a resume &: sermon 
tape (audio or video), please contact: Ernie Moore, 
Chairman, Preacher Search Committee, Honolulu 
Church of Christ, 1732 Keeaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822. Phone: (808) 536-7952. 
Church e-mail: honcoc@aloha.net or Ernie Moore's 
e-mail: EMOORE@GTE.COM (church web page: 
http://planet-hawaii.com/honchurchchrist)a 

•sack to the Bible• Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8 lesson course. Published by 
Lamben Book House. Call t-800.551-8511 for 
details. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preachingl 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will H glad 10u did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Sound doctrinal, energetic pulpit minister, age 32 Central Carolina School of Preaching, Kingstree, 
or up with degree and preferable a family, for a S.C., established 1995, seeking religious boob for 
small town, friendly congregation of 280 and library use. P.O. Box 951, Kingstree, SC 29556. 
growing. Large 3-BR home plus salary to be based Call (803) 382-5824 or (803) 354-5362. 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or refuse any 
offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We try 
to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we announce 
this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The Firm Foundation retafna the 
privilege of laying out an advertising. The cost for this Ia $60 for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for 
a quarter page. $20 for s.41nches, $10 for 1·2 Inches. Thla lain addition to the coat of the apace. Sub
mit your copy set aa you would like to have tt. but please understand that In most lnatancea, the copy 
will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with tho 
overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430.0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (409) 553-3721 • )prophet@republlc.net 
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Firm Foundation 
1998 VBS Literature 

''Standing 
on the Promises 

of God'' 
In our world of declining moral values and so 

many uncertain sounds in religion, the firm 
voice of the Lord needs to be heard and ac-
cepted. Among the nations of the world, and In 
business and economic circles, promises 
seem to be· given only to be broken. Such is 
not true with the promises of our great God. 

The purpose of these lessons is to lead men 
and women, boys and girls to believe In and to 
depend upon the great promises of God. 

Lesson 1: God's promise to Send the Savior 
(Matt. 1 :18-25) 

Lesson 2: God•s Promise to Become Our Father 
(Luke 15:4-7) 

Lesson 3: God•s Promise to Provide for Our Needs 
(Ex. 16:4-20) 

Lesson 4: God•s Promise to Build the Church 
(Acts 2:36-41) 

Lesson 5: God's Promise that Christ Will Return 
(Matt. 25:1-13) 

Order your sample kit today/ 

1·800·572·3619 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 

Address correction requested. 

A Practical 
Handbook 
for Singing 
and Songleading 
written and compiled by 

Burt .Jones 

I commend to you this volume which is 
able to present what could be a very 
difficult subject in an easy-to-read and 
enlightening manner. The contents 
address both the reading of round AND 
shaped notes in a very simple under-
standable fashion. 

It is my prediction that this book will 
become the standard for singing and 
songleading as we enter the twenty-first 
century! 

Ralph A. Casey 
Songleader 

$4.00 
plus shipping and handling 

1·800·572-3619 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Dallas, TX 

Permit No.1863 
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1884 
"The firm foundatio n of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1998 
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Please Don't Insult Us! 
By Burl Curtis 

There is a mysterious quibble floating around 
in our brotherhood. It is that some say, "Since 
all the churches in the New Testament had 

faults, which of them should be used as a model for 
restoration?" 

The implication seems to be, often with a 
smarter-than-you-are smirk, that restoring the New 
Testament church is an impractical idea. And since 
restoring the church Jesus built can not and should 
not be done, we ought to follow certain preachers 
into the "wilderness" of fellowship with denomina
tions. 

No one, to our knowledge, has produced an iden
tifiable boundary for interdenominational fellow
ship. For example, some denominations and individu
als are included but others, just as sincere and clean 
living, are excluded. 

The Pentecostal is accepted, but the Catholic is 
rejected. A Baptist is included while the Mormon is 
excluded. 

We find it difficult to answer this false teaching, 
not because the Bible is unclear, but because the cor
rect words to describe it may appear to be harsh. It is 
like discipline. "Now no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous" (He b. 12: 11). 
Still, some "mouths must be stopped" (Titus 1:11). 

Perhaps the words of J esus are most fitting, "He 
that is not with me is against me; and he that 
gathereth not with me scattereth abroad" (Matt. 
12:30). Please know the words used here are used 
with the greatest kindness to those who are sincerely 

caught up in this heresy and especially to those who 
"follow their pernicious ways" (2 Pet. 2: 1-2). 

First, it is an insult to suggest any one ever 
thought about restoring the faults of the early 
churches. W hat person, in his right mind, would 
want to restore lying to God and tempting the Spirit 
of the Lord like Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1-11)? 
It is ridiculous to suggest any one ever wanted to re
store the murmuring of the Grecians against the He
brews (Acts 6:1). Who would be so dumb to want to 
relive the Jewish-Gentile problem which resulted in 
the Jerusalem meeting recorded of Acts 15? 

The favorite church for these destructive change 
agents to ridicule is Corinth. It is an insult to those 
who would restore the church Jesus built to suggest 
they mean to restore the division, fornication, going 
to law before the unjust, and profaning of the Lord's 
Supper like the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 1; 5; 6; 
11). 

Second, these arguments are coming from well
educated preachers. It would be more understand
able if the objection to restoration of New Testament 
Christianity came from the unlearned, as one might 
have expected. But it is coming from preachers and 
professors with advanced educational degrees. 

In past years, when brethren loved the truth so 
much they were willing to have what they taught 
tested in open discussion (usually called debates), a 
speaker would sometimes set up a "straw-man" and 
soundly whip it. A "straw man" was a position not 
held by the opponent, but imputed to him. This 

(contin11ed on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Fellowship 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Liberals relax rules. If Bible requirements 
can be diluted, they can be disregarded. 
If people can lawfully pay no attention to 

divine precepts, then fellowship is less re
stricted and may even be unrestricted. 

So, the liberal trick is to do away with the 
statutes of the Lord. Many and cunning are the 
devices used by liberals to create the impression 
that God's commands are petty and irrelevant. 

If the teaching of the Bible is narrow and strict, then those 
who do not conform to its rigid and precise pattern are out of fa
vor with God. The bleeding heart of the liberal will not permit 
him to think that any will be lost - except Muslims, Hindus, 
Voodoos, Buddhists, Jews, Chinese folk religionists, African tribal 
religionists, Sikhs, Shamanists, Confucians, Bahais, J ains, 
Shintoists, Taoists, Atheists, Hedonists, Naturists, and such like 
(the total of which make up, by the way, about 70 percent of the 
more than 5 billion people on earth}. 

If we accept as saved only those who claim to believe in Jesus 
as Lord, we consign to eternal torment in hell more than two
thirds of the world's population. 

Are professing Christians the only ones that will be saved? 
We wonder how Mike Cope and Rubel Shelly can even con

ceive of believing that 3.85 billion people are lost just because 
they do not believe in Jesus as the Son of God. 

Following is a parody of Mike Cope's April 21, 1996, sermon 
at the Fifth and Highland church in Abilene, where, by the way, 
Royce Money was an elder. We submit the following rationale to 
prove that Christianity is not the only religion. 

I used to believe that those who believe Jesus is Lord are the 
only ones acceptable to God. I can't even conceive of having be
lieved that. I don't blame anyone for my having believed it. It's 
what I believed. 

It was an "illusion of innocence." An earlier generation started 
this wonderful, healthy, vibrant Christian religion. Other genera
tions come along and forget all that was healthy and vibrant, and 
calcify and petrify all that. So that, eventually, we live in the illu
sion that we [Christians] are the only ones. 

If you are not like us, then you are not following God's way. 
There have been lots of different movements in history that have 
done that. Christians are but one of them. 

That old joke about being in heaven and saying, "Be quiet, 



Christians think they are the only ones here" (ha, ha, ha- clap, 
clap, clap). 

A teenager might get a lot of comfort in knowing that God has 
a select group of people. And that Christians were that people, but 
a mature person, who has gone to Harding University and sat in 
Jimmy Allen's class on Romans, learns not to judge God's ser
vants. "Who art thou that judgest the servant of another?" 

If you studied church history, a lot of people with the stron
gest message on hell were often the people who believe most vi
brantly in the doctrine of grace. Sitting in this man's class on Ro
mans and learning that we must "judge not that you be not 
judged," and the importance of undenominational world religion, 
cracked the foundations of my faith. 

A greater problem, in my own mind, was my exposure to 
other people. If you want to believe that Christians are the only 
ones, you have to be careful whom you are exposed to. It's best to 
go hide in caves, like one group did in the first century. If you hide 
in caves and don't get around anybody else then you can hold to 
the belief that Christians are the only ones. 

What are we going to do with all the wonderful, prayerful 
non-Christians who don't go to church where we go, 
weren't baptized like we were baptized, and whose doc

trine doesn't line up like ours, and who don't happen to believe in 
Jesus? 

As I read world history, I came across people who gave their 
lives for non-Christian systems of religion. People who prayed to 
the sun, the trees, the rocks, and the rills, or to Mumbo-Jumbo 
who will hoo-doo you. 

That is a crisis. 
People who do not believe in either Jesus or Jehovah, but who 

are fervent in their evangelistic message and personal integrity. 
People with a strong commitment to prayer and holiness. People 
who call for service and resisting worldly influence. 

I met some of these people and got to know them close-up. 
Then one day it hit me. I needed to come clean on this. I believe 
these people are God's people even if they are not Christians and 
do not know who God is. 

Even bigger problems are the people who run the neighbor
hood convenience store. I know they are saved because I see their 
works (I'm not trying to sneak legalism in here). I'm talking about 
Hindus, and Moslems, and Buddhists, and Nudists. I'm talking 
about people in whom I see the Spirit working. 

We don't know what to do with men of deep holiness, and 
prayer, who are trying to save our families, but who do not believe 
in Jesus or Jehovah. 

I realize that I have been misreading scripture. Scripture never 
tells us to draw a line of fellowship anytime there is a difference. If 
we do that, Christians will be the most divided people in existence. 

It hit me. Unity can't come by uniformity. 
We are never going to be united by trying to clone people. 

By saying, "Okay, you've got to have Jesus' personality; you've 
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got to have Jesus' preferences; you've got to have 
Jesus' understanding of scripture. After all Hindus 
and Muslims have scripture, too. They also have their 
great heroes. Zoroaster, Lao-Tze, Vardhamana, 
Mahavira, Gautama, Confucius, Mohammed, and 
Nanak were all great religious leaders. It is arrogant 
for Christians to insist on Jesus to the exclusion of all 
the rest. 

Who do we think we are? 
Romans chapters 14 and 15 speak about doctri

nal issues where there was a lot of disagreement. 
· Paul gives them this advice, "Don't look down your 

noses at them, and don't demand everything of 
them." His greatest advice is in Romans 15:7, when 
he says to both sides, "Accept one another then just 
as Christ accepted you to bring praise to God." 

Christians are right and everyone else is wrong 
(ha, ha, ha). We must learn not to be so exclusionist 
and become more pluralistic. Hindu Swami 
Vivekananda (1863-1902), a prominent participant 
at the 1893 World's Parliament of Religions, pro
claimed that he was proud "to belong to a religion 
that has taught the world both tolerance. and univer
sal acceptance. We believe not only in universal tol
eration, but we accept all religions to be true." 

At a Promise Keepers meeting Max Lucado 
called on us to quit building walls between world re
ligions, but to let those walls come down. And honor 
one another and give witness to the way we treat one 
another. Stop thinking Christians are the only ones. 
It was a call for unity. 

Mterwards somebody told me they were behind 
a couple of Hindu preachers. And they were laugh
ing and laughing. One turned to the other and said, 
"Isn't it just like Brahma? Using a Christian preacher 
to call us to unity?" 

I used to believe that if somebody starts messing 
with the essence of Jesus Christ and salvation in him 
alone, then there is a breach of fellowship. How ut
terly naive! That was before I came to know and re
ally learn to like the Moslem that works at the seven
eleven store, or the Chinese man who owns the local 
Wok Restaurant. They are such nice people. Kind, 
good, even sugary, and they give to the Boy Scouts of 
America and the March of Dimes. How could any
one think they are not plenty all right just like they 
are and just where they are. Some of them helped 
out when the Federal building in Oklahoma City was 
bombed and many were killed. 

Christians only are saved, but they are not the 
only saved ones. The Bible is good and I recommend 
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it, but it is not the only Holy Book. There are many 
scriptures. The Vedas, Ko-Ji-Ki, Nihon-gi, Avesta, 
Tao-Teh-King, Angas, Tripaitaka, the Classics of 
Confuscius, Koran, and Granth. 

I have progressed. I am way ahead of most of my 
friends. I have gotten to the point that I believe in 
everything - every philosophy, every ideology, and 
every doctrine. I don't care what it is, how contra
dictory and inharmonious it may be, I open wide my 
mouth and swallow it all. 

Someone may say that white is black, and black 
is white. Well, I believe that. 

Another may say that some are wrong and others 
are right. Okay, I accept that. 

Others may say that the teaching of Mohammed 
is the only way and that every other way is also 
right, and I believe in that. 

You may say, "But you can't believe in things that 
are diametrically opposed." I believe in that, too! 

What about Hindu widow burning, female geni
tal mutilation, temple prostitution, or Aztec human 
sacrifice? Yes, I believe that is right- and wrong. It 
is good - and bad. It is pure - and evil. I would 
not dare to judge or say that anything is wrong. Even 
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refusing to say that there is wrong in the world is 
wrong - but it is also right. 

The only safe course is to believe in everything 
- in nothing - in some things. Up is down, right is 
wrong, left is right, north is south, good is bad, love 
is hate - there are no opposites. The disciples of 
Jesus who went back and walked with him no more 
were right - unless you think they were wrong, in 
which case they were wrong - or maybe they were 
both right and wrong at the same time, depending 
on how you feel about it, unless you think it is 
wrong to feel. Dogmatism is damnable. The greater 
the ignorance, the greater the dogmatism, and vice
versa, unless you disagree, in which case I think we 
are both right, unless, of course, we are both wrong, 
but if we are wrong, even that is right. 

End of parody. 
(Note: Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and 

the life: no one cometh to the Father but by me." 
That excludes all other religions. Jesus said, "He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.## That ex
cludes all other systems of salvation. The Bible is the 
one faith and that excludes all other faiths. The 
church is the one body and that excludes all other 
churches. The church Jesus built is the one and only 
church that God will recognize and save. If that 
sounds narrow and exclusive that is because it is nar
row and exclusive- also scriptural.) 

G If you would like to have a photocopy of a 
transcript of Mike Cope's sermon, Write to: Firm 
Foundation, P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269. 
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Please Don't Insult Us! 
(continued from page 1) 

accomplished two things: (1) made the opponent ap
pear stupid, and (2) made the slayer of the straw
man appear victorious. In fact it accomplished noth
ing - except, maybe, to show the insincerity of the 
straw-man's creator. 

For example, gospel preachers were accused of 
teaching "water-salvation." The opponent would 
completely defeat water-salvation but it was a straw 
man, because no one believed it in the first place. 
The Bible teaches, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). Baptism alone, which 
would be water-salvation, avails nothing, seeing that 
baptism must be preceded by belief. 

The accusation that those who would restore the 
New Testament church have to restore the false teach
ing and practice of some first-century congregations is 
just another straw man. It is a figment of the imagina
tion of those who are ashamed of the teaching of the 
Bible about the oneness of the church. They think the 
church Jesus died to purchase is distasteful. 

Third, as educated as they may be, those who 
make this objection to the restoration of the church 
place themselves with the rebellious Jews. "Woe 
unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto them 
that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their 
own sight" (Isa. 5 :20-21). 

Watch closely the faces of those who ask, 
"Which church would you restore"? Do they appear 
to leave the impression that, "I'm clever and smart 
and superior"? 

This groundless objection to the magnificent 
plea to grow again from the seed of God's word the 
church Jesus built is an example of putting darkness 
for light. "Professing themselves to be wise, they be
come fools" (Rom. 1:21-22). "Hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world" (1 Cor. 1:20)? 

The silly objection may provoke snickering and 
applause in some circles, but it is a false accusation, 
and I am persuaded those who make it know it is 
false. John the baptist told sinners, "neither accuse 
any one wrongfully" (Luke 3:14). 

Those who hold to the treasured and mighty ap
peal to speak as the oracles of God and revive the 
ancient order of things are saddened by such reckless 
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betrayal of trust. Still, we remember the advice of 
the beloved Peter: 

Sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being 
ready always to give answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is 
in you, yet with meekness and fear: having a 
good conscience; that, wherein ye are spoken 
against, they may be put to shame who revile 
your good manner to life in Christ (1 Peter 
3:15-16). 

The Bible gives a clear picture of the church 
Jesus built. If you, with an honest and good heart, 
will search the Scriptures, you will find who built it, 
when it was established, how to become a member 
of it, what its organization and worship is, and how 
its members are to live. In short, you will be able to 
identify the New Testament church because you will 
know what it looks like. 

Many good books about the church are avail
able; three of the most recent ones are by Eddie 
Cloer, What Is the Church?, God's Design for the 
Church, and The Church: The People of God's Pur-
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pose. You may order them in paper back from your 
bookstore or from Resource Publications, 2209 
South Benton, Searcy, AR 72143. 

The church revealed in the Bible is the one God 
wants for all generations. If you are not in it, you 
need to get in. If it is not in your community, you 
need to restore it. Let no one presume to tell you the 
church Jesus built cannot be restored without restor
ing the condemned faults of some congregations in 
the first century. 

As for the gainsayers, we know that one day "The 
Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall 
gather out of his kingdom all things that cause stum
bling, and them that do iniquity" (Matt. 13 :41). 

We also know that you have more horse sense 
than to let these high-flown manipulators destroy 
your faith. The foolish critics of restoration may lack 
good judgment, but you do not. 
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In Need of God's Favor 
By Neal Pollard 

In a chapter of blessings and cursings Moses ad
monished fledgling Israel, "Beware that thou 
forget not the Lord thy God. ... It is he that 

giveth thee power to get wealth. ... If thou do at all 
forget the Lord thy God ... I testify against you this 
day that ye shall surely perish" (Deut 8:11, 18-19). 

Eight hundred years after Moses' warning, 
Assyria swallowed the northern portion of Israel and 
reduced the people to slavery. The Assyrian captivity 
was the product of willful ignorance and rebellion. 
The nation thought it had grown beyond its need of 
God. Moses long-ago warning was forgotten. Their 
pride undid them. 

Isaiah lamented, "For the bed is shorter than that 
a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering 
narrower than that he can wrap himself in it" (lsa. 
28 :20). The message was: Self-sufficiency is insuffi
cient and brings hopeless perplexity. 

The foolish say, "I don't need nobody for noth
ing!" The worship of self is vacant. The truth is that 
man needs God, but God does not need man. God 
desires man, but does not need him. Only God is 
self-sufficient. 

Everyone needs reconciliation to God. We need 
to be right with God. The only way we can come to 
terms with God is to accept God's terms. There is no 
room for negotiation. Paul reveals the crucial ele
ments of reconciliation: 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because 
we thus judge, that one died for all, therefore all 
died; and he died for all, that they that live 
should no longer live unto themselves, but unto 
him who for their sakes died and rose again. 
Wherefore we henceforth know no man after 
the flesh: even though we have known Christ af
ter the flesh, yet now we know him so no more. 
Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new 
creature: the old things are passed away; behold, 
they are become new. But all things are of God, 
who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 
and gave unto us the ministry of reconciliation; 
to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, not reckoning unto them 
their trespasses, and having committed unto us 
the word of reconciliation. We are ambassadors 
therefore on behalf of Christ, as though God 
were entreating by us: we beseech you on behalf 
of Christ, be ye reconciled to God. Him who 

knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf; 
that we might become the righteousness of God 
in him (2 Cor. 5:14-21). 

Note: the boundless love Christ is a moral force 
that brings us under profound obligation to the one 
who loved and died for us. In the brilliant light of 
the matchless love of Christ, we forget self. Jesus not 
only died for our reconciliation, but also lived again, 
making hope a solid certainty. To be in Christ is to be 
a new creature. Reconciliation comes through the 
word of reconciliation. Jesus was made to be sin
that is a sacrifice for sin - on our behalf. 

All this being true, we are obliged to obey the 
word of reconciliation - or the truth. The truth, re
member, makes us free Uohn 8:32). Therefore we 
force ourselves to submit to God, bringing every 
thought as a bound-slave in total submission to the 
obedience of Christ (see 2 Cor. 10:5). Obeying the 
commands of Christ to believe and be baptized 
brings salvation (see Mark 16:16). Salvation is a gift 
conditioned upon believing and being baptized 
(Mark 16:16). Grace means favor, or gift. Conse
quently, grace is conditioned upon obedience. 

We must take control of our wills and by deliber
ate effort bend them to the will of God. This consti
tutes complete obedience (see Heb. 5:8-9). Com
plete obedience brings reconciliation to God and 
causes him to record righteousness in our life-ledger. 
We continue to obey until physical death makes us 
free from the restraints and deception of flesh. 

God offered the Man of reconciliation. Joseph 
was told that Mary "shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 
people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21). A Savior for 
man was the "head-bruising" God promised Satan 
(see Gen. 3: 15). 

Christ can bring us back to God because he 
"knew no sin" (2 Cor. 5 :21), was "without sin" 
(Heb. 4:15), "did no sin" (1 Pet. 2:22). Jesus was 
made - not sin - but a sin offering. He is the rep
resentative guilt-bearer of the aggregate sin of all 
men past, present, and future. 

We come back to God through "the word of rec
onciliation." In it are the instructions that lead one 
back to a right relationship with God! 
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Notice the marvelous things said about the word 
of reconciliation. The "word of His grace" builds 
you up and gives you an inheritance (Acts 20:32). 
The "word of faith" leads to salvation (Rom. 
10:8-10). The "word of truth" is the gospel of your 
salvation (Eph. 1:13). It is the "word of life" that in
sures your labors in Christ are not vain (Phil. 2: 16). 
It is the "word of the truth of the gospel" that yields 
the hope of heaven (Col. 1 :5). By the word we are 
born again (1 Pet. 1:23). 

The words of the Bible are the "wonderful words 
of life." The Bible is a pattern that shows one how to 
come back to God (Rom. 6: 17). It has commands to 
be obeyed for one to obtain the grace (gifts) of God. 

George Herbert celebrates the powerful word, 
saying, "The Bible? That's the book. The Book in
deed, the Book of books; on which who looks, as he 
should do, aright, shall never need to wish for a bet
ter light to guide him in the night. n 

God gave the ministry of reconciliation origi
nally to the apostles, but through them to all the 
saints. Evangelism is an announcement. We are to 
"herald as a town crier" the good news of salvation 
(See Luke 24:4 7). Births, weddings, and graduations 
are happy events that we like to announce. There is 
no better news than salvation! Every servant of 
Christ has the opportunity to be joyfully involved in 
this ministry of reconciliation. To be silent while the 
whole world dies is shameful. 

We stand on common ground. We are separated 
sinners. We need to return to God. He tells us 
plainly what we must do to receive divine favor and 
unfailing satisfaction. 

May "the peace of God, which passeth all under
standing ... guard your hearts and your thoughts in 
Christ Jesus." 

P.O. Box47S 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 
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A Devout Man 
and One That Feared God 

By E. Claude Gardner . 

J immy Carter, the 39th president, was one of the 
most religious and honest presidents in Ameri
can history. He is a man of integrity and sin

cerity. We admire him for his moral uprightness. 
His presidency was fraught with economic and 

political woes and with such criticisms that did not 
allow him to serve but one term. Historians may not 
give him a high rating among presidents; however, 
he has attained more popularity now than when he 
was president. He is a world peacemaker, worker for 
Habitats for Humanity, international observer for 
free and democratic elections, and a lay leader in the 
Baptist church. He is applauded for his diligent ef
forts in promoting social justice, race relations, pov
erty eradication, and honesty in government. He 
works through the Carter Center, which he estab
lished in Atlanta. 

President Carter has written 11 books. His most 
recent book, released in 1996 and entitled Living 
Faith, unfolds his religious views and activities. His 
religious thinking is reflected in his efforts in behalf of 
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society betterment. His book demonstrates extraordi
nary skill in writing as well as his superior intellectual 
ability. Parts of the book are about personal matters 
involving himself, his wife, and children that might 
not be comfortable for other writers. 

He describes his faith in action when he was 
asked to do personal evangelism work and to be en
gaged in visitation. He recalls canvassing the Plains, 
Ga., community when the Baptist Church had a re
vival. He also did "witnessing" in other states. "I 
computed that in all my visits, in Pennsylvania, Mas
sachusetts, Atlanta, and around my own community, 
I had witnessed successfully to 140 people" (pp. 
218-219). 

Since he was educated as a scientist, he has been 
accommodative to liberal views on the origin of man 
and the universe. It is disappointing that he can ac
cept the "big bang" theory as to the beginning of the 
world while at the same time he declares himself 
supportive of the Bible which contradicts evolution 
and false theories. Numerous times he quotes the 



Bible in support of his beliefs on various topics. He 
acknowledges reading such scholars and theologians 
as Gould, Bonhoeffer, Barth, Buber, Tillich, Kung, 
and Niebuhr, which no doubt had an influence on 
his liberal positions. 

He accepts the idea that "human beings have 
evolved from primitive ancestors. It is not difficult for 
me to accept the 'big bang' the~ of the origin of the 
universe" (p. 29). He does not believe "the entire pro
cess of creation occurred during six earthly days, that 
the first woman came from the rib of the first man" (p. 
29). Even some of the "dramatic miracles recounted 
in the Gospels could be untrue" (p. 229). 

Also, Mr. Carter is not in agreement with many 
Baptists on other fundamentals. He states that the 
critics "fail to acknowledge that homosexuality was 
never mentioned by Jesus" (p. 187). He is a sup
porter of the feminist movement. He wrote, "But 
many still maintain the right to discriminate against 
people because they are female" (p. 190). He also fa
vored ordaining women as preachers. He wrote, "In 
some states today, the official Baptist policy is to ex
pel from the convention any church that ordains a 
woman as pastor and to condemn those that have 
women serving as deacons" (p. 191). 

Mr. Carter is committed to ecumenism expressed 
in this way, "To me the essential beliefs of all Chris
tians, including Protestants, Catholics, and Orthodox 
Christians, are fundamentally compatible" (p. 196). 

·President Carter who claims to be a "born again 
Christian" gives the Baptist plan of salvation which 
is believing only in Christ - "accepting Jesus as 
your personal savior." He believes one is saved by 
faith only before and without baptism. Immersion is 
said to be only a symbol that one has already been 
saved. Here are his explanations: 

The climax of each sermon was when non
members were asked to come forward and de
clare their intention of accepting Christ as sav
ior. This was the most important step in life, 
marking the moment at which a person became 
a member of the Christian community. It was 
much more important for us Baptists than the 
rite of baptism, which came soon afterward and 
symbolized a burial of our old selves with im
mersion, rebirth into a new life with Christ, and 
membership in our church (p. 19). 

What does it mean when I say that I 'decided 
to accept Christ'? Jesus was the Messiah, the 
long-awaited savior, who came both to reveal 
God to us and to heal the division between God 
and humankind. As Jesus told his disciples, 'If 
you have seen me, you have seen God' Uohn 
14:9). 

Furthermore, the Gospels recount how Jesus, 
having lived a perfect and blameless life, ac
cepted a death of horrible suffering on the cross 
on our-behalf, as an atonement for the sins we 
have committed. Accepting Christ as my savior 
means believing all these things and entering 
into a relationship with God through him, so 
that my past and future sins no longer alienate 
me from my Creator. 

Putting our total faith in these concepts is 
what is meant by being 'born again' (p. 20). 

Milo was tall and thin and a simple, relatively 
uneducated man. I eagerly accepted his offer to 
do the primary witnessing, and he explained, in 
very basic terms, the plan of salvation: All of us 
fall short of the glory or the perfection of God, 
and all deserve punishment. But God loves us, 
and through his grace, not because we have 
earned it, he offers us complete forgiveness. 
Jesus has taken on our punishment, and through 
repenting and accepting this forgiveness we are 
reconciled with God and can now have eternal 
life, with the Holy Spirit dwelling within us (p. 
213). 

It is regrettable President Carter did not present 
God's plan of salvation. It would be refreshing if he 
would explain what Jesus taught in Mark 16:16-
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"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." We 
would implore him to teach believers to "repent and 
be baptized everyone of you for the remission of sins" 
(Acts 2:3_8). The contrast between Bible baptism and 
Baptist baptism is clear-cut. How can some declare 
there is no difference, and therefore, we should be
lieve Baptist baptism is scriptural and acceptable? 

Mr. Carter's work ethic and humility are exem
plary. He sets the pace for his associates. He ex
plains, "I can't deny that I am a demanding superior; 
my only explanation - not excuse - is that I try to 
equal the effort of those who work with me" (pp. 
95-96). As a person in a leadership role he observes 
the isolation and loneliness this brings. He states, 
"Whether within a church, among a crew of workers 
building a house - in a family, or in a nation, I have 
noticed that isolation comes with increasing power 
or prestige." 

Lesson to learn: Devoutness is a virtue only when 
coupled with loving and complete obedience to God. 

372 Mill St. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 

(Editor~s note: Cornelius was "a devout man~ 
and one that feared God with all his house~ who gave 
much alms to the people, and prayed to God al
ways." But be was wrong and unsaved. An angel told 
him to, eesend to Joppa~ and fetch Simon, whose sur
name is Peter; who shall speak unto thee words, 
whereby thou shalt be saved, thou and all thy house." 
Being good and conscientious and kind and benevo
lent, giving much alms to the people, is not enough. 
One must also be obedient to the Law of the Spirit of 
Life in Christ. Being sincere is not enough - we must 
be sincere, but we must also be right in the sense of 
knowing the truth by which we are made free from 
sin Uohn 8:32). Fp 
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Loneliness 
By Frank Chesser 

Loneliness is an affliction common to humanity. 
It knows no ~, racial, sexual, or societal limi
tations. It may be a teenager in a family where 

mother is married to her club meetings and father to 
his golf clubs. It may be a widow or widower whose 
bustling, cheerful household is transformed into 
bleak silence by the normal exit of children and the 
sudden, unexpected departure of a beloved mate, suc
cumbing to the wounding call of death. 

It could well be a small child conceived thought
lessly in a transient moment of unbridled passion, left 
loveless in the arms of strangers. It may be a busy 
executive amidst a throng of people and finance, 
whose void cannot be filled by people and things. 

David knew the pain of loneliness. "I looked on 
my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that 
would know me; refuge failed me; no man cared for 
my soul" (Psa. 142:4). So alone was the nameless man 
at the pool of Bethesda that he had no one to place 
him into the water where provisions for healing were 
believed to have been placed ijohn 5:7). 

No man has ever encountered such loneliness as 
was experienced by Jesus himself. In his hour of great
est need, his chosen and much loved friends "all for
sook him and fled" (Mark 14:50). However, the lone
liest hours in the history of human existence were the 
six hours that Jesus endured while suspended be
tween heaven and earth on a cross of wood. 

Jesus Christ is the answer to loneliness. "I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee" (Heb. 13 :5). How 
ironic that the loneliest moments in human history 
should turn out to be the healing balm for man's 
lonely heart. 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

The Lord's Work in Minnesota 
By Kevin Rutherford 

When we tell people we are doing mission 
work in Duluth, Minnesota, the first 
thing most want to know is how cold it 

gets in the winter. The worst we have seen is a wind
chill factor of eighty degrees below zero! However, a 
windchill factor that low does not last very long. 
What does last a long time is the snow. Since we 
have been in Duluth, the total winter snowfall has 
averaged over one hundred inches every year. It cov
ers the ground from November to April. Obviously, 
my wife and I did not come to Duluth for the nice 
weather! 

We moved to Duluth in December 1991 to work 
with a small congregation, which was established 
several years ago when there was an air force base in 
Duluth. Since the base closed, there have been times 
when the church almost went out of existence. To
day, there is a good, solid core of thirty members in 
the congregation. Our immediate area has a popula
tion of 200,000 with 90,000 living within the city 
limits of Duluth. The nearest sound congregation to 
our knowledge is fifty miles away in Virginia, Min
nesota. This congregation has only seven members. 
We are certainly outside "the Bible Belt"! 

The small band of Christians here works hard to 
evangelize the area using a variety of methods. The 
Truth for the World television program is aired 
weekly over a local cable station. We are also using 
brief spots on cable to give a short message and an 
invitation to attend the worship of the church. These 
ads appear five times daily on CNN, ESPN, TNN 
and other systems. Other methods, which are being 
used effectively, include gospel meetings, 
door-knocking campaigns and newspaper advertis
ing. It is our aim to make each of the 200,000 resi
dents of our area aware that the Lord's church is 
here and to let them know they have access to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. We believe that if we sow the 
seed, the Lord will give the increase (1 Cor. 3:6). 

It is the goal of the Duluth Church of Christ to 

become a self-supporting congregation and we are 
diligently working to that end. Each year, for the 

past four years, the congregation 
has picked up more of our personal 
support. Because we have a nice 
church building, which is fully paid 
for, great progress is being made to
ward eventual self-support. 

The work of reaching the lost in 
Duluth is very difficult because 
most of the residents are of Scandi- Rod Rutherford 

navian background and therefore are Lutheran or 
Catholic by tradition. For the most part, these reli
gions make little demand upon their members. One 
can feel he is saved and live any way he wishes. It is 
hard to convince them that this easy way is not the 
right way (Matt. 7:13-14). 

Whether it is difficult to reach the people, the 
task of taking the gospel to all the world has been 
clearly set forth by our Lord when He said: "Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature" (Mark 16: 15). This includes preaching die 
gospel in the beautiful, but cold place called Duluth, 
Minnesota! 

Duluth Church of Christ 
2340 Nanticoke St. 
Duluth, MN 55811 
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Dilly-Dally 
By Earl Trimble 

Webster defines digression, in part, as "a de
viation from a regular course; departure 
from virtue ... to stray from the right way 

or common track, to deviate." Deviate, says Webster, 
means "to turn aside or wander from a common or 
right way as, to turn from the truth." 

From the beginning humans exercised self-will 
and disregarded God's instructions. God's own spe
cial people have continued a cycle of turning away 
from him in good times to their own devices and 
then returning to him as the going got rough and 
they despaired of the resulting afflictions. 

God's people often digress from the right way 
during good and prosperous times. When things are 
going well with people, it becomes easy for them to 
self-reliantly forget God. 

Throughout history the cycle of ups and downs 
characterized the people of God. During Jesus' 
earthly ministry, God's covenant-people were at an 
ebb of religious fervor. In reference to the Jews of 
his day, it is said of Jesus: "But when he saw the mul
titudes, he was moved with compassion on them, be
cause they fainted, and were as sheep having no 
shepherd" (Matt. 9:36). 

Today it appears that many congregations of the 
Lord's church across the land faint from spiritual 
malnutrition and are "as sheep having no shepherd." 

No longer do denominations speak of members · 
of the church as "walking Bibles," as they once did. 
Since. the '60s the church has become "at ease in 
Zion." False teachers abound in the church in fulfill
ment of Peter's warning: 

But there arose ftlse prophets also among the 
people, as among you also there shall be false 
teachers, who shall privily bring in destructive 
heresies, denying even the Master that bought 
them, bringing upon themselves swift destruc
tion. And many shall follow their lascivious do
ings; by reason of whom the way of the truth 
shall be evil spoken of. And in covetousness shall 
they with feigned words make merchandise of 
you: whose sentence now from of old lingereth 
not, and their destruction slumbereth not (2 Pet. 
2:1-3). 

False brethren are leading many congregations of 

12 ~I;~ Found!:: 

the Lord's people astray. Elders, suffering from 
head-in-the-sand syndrome, do not realize they have 
accidentally drifted from a solid mooring, and are 
free-floating toward treacherous shoals. 

During the '40s and '5Os the church was in an up 
cycle and prospered both spiritually and numeri
cally. However, the church, like Israel, cannot seem 
to remain faithful to God's truth in good times. 

Eliphaz the Temanite said of those who treat 
lightly the instructions of deity, "In prosperity the 
destroyer shall come upon him" ijob 15:21). 

God's people draw close to him during persecu
tion. The early church grew rapidly in faith and in 
numbers during oppression and maltreatment from 
Jewish and Roman powers. 

Yet, the most hurtful opposition comes from the 
discontented that are within and not from those who 
are without. Examples: The 10 faint-hearted spies 
who discouraged the people of God from going in 
and possessing the land God promised to give them 
(Num. 13:25-14:4). Paul told the Ephesian elders, 
"And from among your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after them" (Acts 20:30). 

It was from trusted leaders in the "Restoration 
Movement" of the late 19th century, that a great 
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dissension divided lovers-of-truth from the Christian 
Church denomination. The sect of the Disciples of 
Christ emerged taking buildings, schools, agencies 
and many members with them to recidivism - back 
to Babylon. 

It naturally follows that leaders and men of in
fluence engineer digression and apostasy. The 
"Christian Scholars Conference" (made up of 
schoolmen from nearly all "our" universities, and 
other articulate intellectuals in the brotherhood) 
spearheads the current departure of many congrega
tions into sectarianism. 

Society exerts a conformity-complex on the 
people of God. Israel became discontented with 
God's judges and demanded kings like the nations 
around them (1 Sam. 8:5, 19-20). 

Come study with us ... 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

What you will find ••• 
• A balanced program. 
• A strong Biblical emphasis. 
• A well-qualified faculty (academically and in preach

ing experience). 
• A two-year program with a minimum of 1 DO-semester 

hours of college-level work. 
• No tuition is charged, and some assistance is avail

able to needy students. 
• One of the pioneer schools of preaching, training men 

to preach since 1969. 
• Approved for V. A. benefits. 
• Write or call today for information/application. 

Today our "free-thinking" intellectual brethren 
have become discontented; they despair of God's pre
scribed way. They want the church to be like the de
nominations around us. These malcontents are lead
ing all that will follow them into denominationalism. 

Is the church being purged of all that manifest 
little or no sincere regard for his truth (2 Thess. 
2:10-12)? 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of 
the Lord; He is trampling out the vintage where 
the grapes of wrath are sto red; He hath loosed 
the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword; 
His truth is marching on. Glory! glory, hallelu
jah! Glory, glory, hallelujah! His truth is march-
ing on. 
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The NorthlMest FiriD Foundation Lectureship 
-May 2-3, 1998-

More Great Questions from the Bible 

Saturday, May 2 
9:00 a.m .•.......•... What will you do In the flooding of the Jordan? ........................................................... Bronson Ostlc 
9:50 a.m •....•.••.... Hebrews 1 0:29 ...................................................................................................... Wayland McClellan 

10:40 a.m •..•......... What Is man, that God Is mindful of him? ................................................................. James Meadows 
11 :30 a.m .•...•..••.•• What will be the end of those who obey not the gospel? ................................................... Bob Baine 
1 :35 p.m •••••..•...•• 1 John 2:22 •....•••............•.•.•....•.......•.•......•......•..•••.......•.......•............••.••.......•.••.••.•..•••••.••• Skip Francis 
2:25 p.m •••.••...••.. Why do you also transgress the commandments of God? ............................................... Roy Barron 
3:15p.m •••.•••••.••• And are you coming to me? .•............•.........••...•..•.•..••.••...••.•..•.•.....•.....•.••.••.••.••••••••••••••••• Lynn Cooley 
4:05 p.m •.•.•..••.••. What shall we eat, what shall we drink, what shall we wear? ........................................ Lester Kamp 

Sunday, May 3 
9:00 a.m .•..••.•••••• Was not our father Abraham justified by works? ............................................................ Ron Thomas 
9:50 a.m •••.•...••.•• Who are these arrayed In white robes? .......••..•••..••..••.•....••...••.••.••.•.•••••••••••••••••••.••.•..••..• Randy Mabe 

1 0:40 a.m .......•.•... Where Is the promise of his coming? ....•....•....•...•.......•.......•..•.•..•..•.••....••.••..•.•...••.••.•• Charles Pledge 
1 :35 p.m ••..••...•... If salt loses Its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? ........................................................... Roger Barron 
2:25 p.m •••.••..•..•. Where were you, when I laid the foundations of the earth? ......................................... Eddie Whitten 
3:15 p.~ ••••••••••••• Does the Scripture say in vain, the Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously? • H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
4:05 p.m •••••••.••..• If one does not love his brother, how can he love God? ................................................. Curtis Cates 
4:55 p.m •••••••.••••. Why are you fearful, 0 you of little faith? ......•...••••••..•.••••.•.•••.•••.•••••••••..•••••••.•••••••••••••.••• Jody Durham 
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A Critical Review of 
The Peaceable Kingdom 

by Wayne Coats 

The Peaceable Kingdom, by Carroll Osburn, Is an 
lnurbane book. Osburn, a professor of Bible at Abilene 
Christian University, attempts to discredit the restoration ap
peal and mlsallgn the church. His teaching is dangerous and 
damning. 

Wayne Coats of Mt. Juliet, Tennessee has done a master
ful job of answering the Osburn book and effectively pin
pointing Its fallacies. It is not necessary for every member of 
the church to have Osburn's book, but it Is advisable for all 
to read Coats answer to it. 

Brother Coats takes up the Osburn misadventure chapter 
by chapter and exposes Its teaching to the light of Bible truth. 
When Osburn's Ideas are examined by sound doctrine, they 
fade like a cut flower. With withering commonsense Coats 
takes up each false notion presented in Osburn's little volume 
and gives an unanswerable answer. 

A perusal of the Coats book will make you aware of the lib
eral position and what Is wrong with It At the same time It will 
enhance your love of the Bible and appreciation of everlast
ingtruth. 
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A long Hard Day at Memphis 
By James S. McDonald Jr. 

It had been a long, hard day, that day near Mem
phis. Preparations had been made for months 
for this moment. Considerable funds had been 

invested in the enterprise. Expectations were high as 
the hot sun bore down on the workers. It was dry, 
but mouths were drier. Finally, the last of the larger 
rocks was removed, and now slowly, one by one, the 
last of the smaller stones were being lifted from what 
all hoped to be an entry way into a tomb of one of 
the ancient Pharaohs. 

As the last few stones were removed, the telltale 
inward rush of air and the outward puff of dust evi
denced the expedition had been successful. A cheer 
arose among the workers. What a great day! They 
would be the first to enter a tomb sealed for centu
ries from human sight. What would they find inside? 
But for now it must wait. It was already late in the 
day. Everyone was exhausted. The entry would have 
to wait until morning when everyone was rested and 
alert. At least that was the theory. 

Under the Egyptian stars that night, few would 
sleep. The anticipation was too great. Some would 
think of gold and exotic gems. Others would think 
of the advances to science this discovery might con
tribute.· Still others would think the night through 
just about the excitement of the moment they would 
share the next day. They were to be the first humans 
in centuries, perhaps for 3,5 00 years, to enter into 
the sanctified chambers of the tomb. It was truly a 
night of little sleep and of great expectations. At last, 
as the sun arose over the sandy horizon, all were ea
gerly up and about, making final equipment adjust
ments, and attending to other details required to 
make the grand entrance. 

The expedition was composed of learned men and 
women from several disciplines, as well as students, 
and amateurs who had volunteered as workers. 

Everyone was filled with the significance of the 
events about to take place. 

If this was what they thought it to be, there 
would be gold and exotic gems, along with inscribed 
sarcophagi, walls fill ed with hieroglyphics, and col
ored tiled floors in the designs of the Pharaohs. 
There would be jugs, giant amphora and small urns, 

dishes, and other vessels. 
There would be no mad dash, no grabbing here 

and there. These were all well trained students and 
scientists, both professionals and amateurs. Each had 
his or her area of expertise. Carefully, each would 
methodically begin his or her assignment. There 
would be many "little" things to do. There would be 
cataloguing to be done. Schematics were to be 
drawn after a survey was made of the maze of tun
nels. Artifacts must be listed and their locations indi
cated on the diagrams to be drawn. The work was 
exhausting and exciting, just to be a part of such an 
undertaking. 

In one room there rested a goodly number of 
urns, large and small. 

Among these, there was a small urn, which had 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman 
• Literature: Rod Rutherford 
• Bible correspondence Courses: Ray Sullins 
• Campaign follow-up: Ed Crookshank 
• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 
• Bible Questions: David Amos, Roy J. Hearn 

and Albert McDaniel 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, O live Branch, Miss. 

Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Phone (601) 895-9740 • Fax (601) 895-9741 

April 1998 15 
F1rm Foundation 



been and still was sealed. The inscription on its side 
indicated that it contained seeds of a variety of 
grains known to have grown in ancient times. Care
fully, along with the other treasures in the tomb, this 
urn and others were packed to be carried to Cairo 
for further study. Later, experiments would be con
ducted. 

Given ideal soil, climate, and nurturing, the seeds 
would be planted and watched as they grew! Imagine! 
After all of these centuries, some would sprout and 
grow. And what did they produce? The plant would 
be exactly what would have grown had the grains 
been planted centuries ago. It was a variety of ancient 
grain, with all of its characteristics and none of the 
features of a modem hybrid grain. It would be the 
same plant as if some farmer in 1,5 00 B. C. planted it. 
There would be absolutely no difference! 

In the above analogy, the seed could be the Word 
of God. And if we were to imagine that the Word of 
God had been lost, forgotten in a given place, even 
for centuries, and the Seed, the Word, is found again 
and planted into the hearts of men generations later, 
what would be the results of this planting? 

Yes, the Seed would produce the same as if when 
planted by Peter, Paul, or others of the New Testa
ment in the fust century. There would be absolutely 
no difference if the Seed is the same - unaltered. 

Preaching the Word in .the first century produced 
Christians. Preaching the same Word in the 20th 
century will also produce Christians. When the Seed 
is pure, unaltered, not the results of man's hybridiza
tion, the results are always the same. 

For this reason we preach and plant the Seed, the 
Word of God, into the hearts of those willing to re
ceive it today. Today Christians will be the result 
even as they were in the first century. 

But, remember the seed in our story was the 
same as that planted 3,500 years before. In all of the 
passing time, no changes had been made to the seed. 
It was the same. It follows, then, that it should be the 
same with the Word of God. Becoming a Christian 
can only be the result of having the pure Word of 
God, unchanged by time, planted in· our hearts. 
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Guard Persuade Change 
By John M. Brown 

Sermons of first-century followers of the Lord 
can be characterized by three words: 

Defend, Convince, and Convert 
They followed this scenario - they defended the 
truthfulness of what they affirmed, convinced the 
hearers, and made converts. 

Consider the day of Pentecost: First, Peter de
fended the proposition that Jesus was a "man ap
proved of God among you." 

He defended that statement by pointing out what 
they could not deny- Jesus' miracles- miracles 
were signs - "which God did by him in the midst of 
you, as ye yourselves also know" (Acts 2:22). 

He spoke of the crucified Lord as the one 
"whom God" raised up" (v. 24) and established the 
truth of this by appealing to Old Testament proph
ecy (v. 25). 

He affirmed that "This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we are all witnesses" (v. 32), and quoting 
more prophecy, climaxed by saying, "Therefore let 
all Pte house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
made that same Jesus, whom ye crucified both Lord 
and Christ" (v. 3 6). 

Peter was setting forth truth - proving, verify
ing, substantiating, and validating it - he was de
fending truth. 

His defense convinced many. When they heard 
the apostle's pronouncement, "they were pricked in 
their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the 
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 

Peter's defense convinced these hearers- "They 
that gladly received his word were baptized" (v. 41). 

Here is conversion. 

Three simple words - Defend, Convince, Convert. 
Read other sermons in the book of Acts or in the 
Gospels, and notice: 

We must defend the truth. Like Paul, we are to be 
"set for the defense of the gospel" (Phil. 1: 17). I can 
almost hear some say, "The gospel doesn't need de
fending; it is its own defense." Paul, who labored 
more abundantly than all of us, didn't know that. 
Defense of truth brings acceptance of truth. The 
church grew in the first century when truth was de
fended. The church grows in our century when 

denominational and sectarian error is exposed and 
defense is made for the purity of New Testament 
Christianity. 

We must convince others. Wielding the two
edged sword of the Spirit, we use it to convict the 
gainsayers (Titus 1:9). The Word Is God's convinc
ing power. The Bible says, "So then faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 
10:17). The gospel is God's saving power (Rom. 
1: 16), of which we must never be ashamed! 

One will not be persuaded to believe what the 
Word says until he is convinced it is true. First de
fend, then convince. By an able defense of the gos
pel, one becomes convinced of its truthfulness. 

The New Testament grows when men and 
women are convinced of the truth of Christ's un
changing gospel. 

Then, we are converted. Having heard the gospel 
explained and defended we are convinced it is true. 
If we believe the Word, we obey it- and that is con
version. 

Jesus said, "It is written in the prophets, And 
they shall be all taught of God Every man therefore 
that hath heard and hath learned of the Father, 
cometh unto me" (John 6:45). 

Notice: "taught" - "heard" - "learned" -
"come." 

People were converted in the first century when 
·they heard the Word, believed it, and obeyed it. 
People are converted in our age when the very same 
thing happens. 

No one will be converted unless he or she hears 
the message, believes it, and then obeys from the 
heart that form of teaching whereunto you were de
livered (Rom. 6:16-18). 

We must have faithful, capable proclaimers of 
the Word of God, who will set the truth forth, and 
defend it as sure, true, and tried. 

The crying need of our age is not for philoso
phers, theologians, psychologists, scholars, theoriz
ers, social engineers, or politicians, but simple gospel 
preachers who will defend, convince, and convert! 

P.O. Box 871 
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Looking 
By Wayne Price 

A few years ago, a rabid change-agent said: 
"Churches of Christ are losing many baby 
boomers partly because of the churches refusal 

to use mechanical instruments in worship .... Many 
are leaving the church because they are looking for 
the experimental aspect of religion ... they want a 
pl~ce where they can flat out have some fun." 

In religion there is a constant shifting of people 
from one position to another. Those who are sin
cerely interested in "a thus saith the Lord" for all 
they practice in religion head in the direction of the 
church that Jesus established on the day of Pentecost 
- the church described in your New Testament. 
However, many who are bent on emotionalism, and 
care littlt for biblical authority, head toward a char
ismatic, Pentecostal, pep-rally type of religion. In 
our modern world, there is a cafeteria approach to 
religion, which urges one to keep looking, and even
tually he will find what he desires. After all, society 
has something to offer for every religious taste. 

With many people, it seems to matter little 
whether the Lord is pleased with what they do in 
worship (compare Gen. 4:4-S with He b. 11 :4; also 
see Matt. 15:9, 13). Too many are fed up with the 
idea of sacrificing, laboring, giving, and "fighting the 
good fight of faith," and are now looking for some 
"fun." In John 6:66, the Bible says that many of the 
Lord's followers "went back, and walked no more 
with him." Wonder why they left? Do you think 
maybe that some of them were also looking for "a 
place where they could flat out have some fun"? 

P.O. Box 760 
McLoud, OK 74851 

(Editor~~s note: Thank you~~ brother Price~~ for this 
timely article. Of course it is fun~~ in the sense of en
joyment or pleasure~~ to gather with the saints to sing~~ 
pray~~ learn~~ and magnify the name of God. Nothing 
gives the deep-down satisfaction that New Testament 
worship brings. Sincere11 devout11 scriptural praise 
helps to woo our thoughts away from earth and set 
our affections on things above11 where Christ is. The 
change agent you quoted had a different kind of fun 
in mind- mere amusement~~ high spirited and frisky~~ 
a joke. The American Heritage Dictionary of the 
18 April 1998 
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English Language says the word eefun is possibly 
from fon, to make a fool of, from Middle English 
fonnen." A synonym is silliness. An example is given 
in Word magazine (Dec. 20, 1997) in an article 
"Shaken or Stirred.~~ The writer says that at the 
Pensacola Revival at the Brownwood Assembly of 
God Church 

two preachers, one wearing a purple sports coat 
begin running in place. Soon the two are dancing 
together. The spirit spreads to the balcony, where 
children slide down the broad steps. On the front 
row of the balcony a gray-haired woman attracts 
more attention than the ministers dancing on the 
platfonn. Looking like a geriatric cheerleader, she 
crisscrosses her anns in front of her and chops 
wildly at the air above her head. When she finally 
falls to the floor and thrashes about for five min
utes, her fellow worshippers burst into applause. 

The repqrter then tells of a hour-long sermon, but 
•ethe cheerleader in the balcony, perhaps exhausted by 
her aerobics during the opening song slept soundly 
through most of the sermon, only to begin again with 
her jumping and jerking the moment the altar call 
was announced.~~ A preacher leads the "weeping, 
laughing, twitching crowd in a prayer of repentance.~~ 
Now, brother Price, that is what our change agent 
had in mind when he talked about "where they could 
flat out have some fun.~~ That kind of display in the 
name of religion and as an expression of worship is 
sad, tragic~~ and pitiful. We emphatically deny that 
such perverted worship is appealing to baby-boomers 
-at least not to all of them. Some of them - most 
of them- know better than that.) 
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Good Hearing 
By David W. Hester 

The Lord stressed the importance of rightly 
hearing the Word. Time and again, Jesus said, 
"He that hath ears to hear, let him hear." In 

Matthew 17:5, Jehovah said, "This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him." 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus contrasted 
two kinds of hearers - those who hear and do his 
sayings, and those who hear and do not his sayings. 
The hearing the Lord requires is that of obedience. 

Illustrating acceptable hearing, Jesus told the 
parable of the sower. Matthew 13:23 speaks of hear
ing the Word, and understanding it. Mark 4:20 de
clares that such a person will "hear the word, and 
receive it." Luke 8:15 says, "Having heard the word, 
keep it." 

So, Jesus says a person who has an honest and 
good heart, when he hears the Word, understands it 
(this would rule out infants and mentally handi-
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capped people), receives it, and keeps it, he then 
bears fruit for the Lord. 

When one considers that only one kind of 
ground out of four is classified by Jesus as "good 
ground," he sees that many who hear the truth will 
reject it, either immediately or ultimately. The cause 
of rejection is Satan and sin. Not the sower! 

In the book of Acts, Luke records case after case 
of those that heard the gospel and obeyed it. The 
church grew tremendously in the first century as a 
result of the Word being preached boldly among the 
people. Typical of the reaction of many was that of 
the Corinthians. "Many of the Corinthians hearing 
believed, and were baptized" (Acts 18: 8). 

Not all who heard the gospel obeyed it. Some 
Athenian philosophers "when they heard of the res
urrection of the dead, mocked" (Acts 17:32). When 
Paul made his defense before the mob in Acts 22, 
they heard him - up to a point. When he men
tioned the Gentiles, verse 22 says, "They gave him 
audience unto this word, and then lifted up their 
voices, and said, Away with such a fellow from the 
earth: for it is not fit that he should live." 

In Acts 2, those who heard the Word preached by 
Peter and the 11 were "pricked in their heart." They 
asked what they must do, and were told to repent and 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for remission 
of sins. Verse 41 says, "Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls." 

By contrast, consider the reaction of the Sanhe
drin to Stephen's sermon in Acts 7. In verse 54, Luke 
says, "When they heard these things, they were cut to 
the heart" ... Admittedly, this is a more harsh phrase 
than that used in 2:37, but the Word still had an effect 
on them. These men emphatically did not respond the 
same way as did those on Pentecost. Luke writes, 
"They gnashed on him with their teeth." Again, verse 
57 says, "Then they cried out with a loud voice, and 
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one ac
cord." It is significant that Luke inserts the phrase 
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"stopped their ears" in the midst of their rejection and 
stoning to death of Stephen. 

When the truth of God is preached, the accep
tance or rejection of it is not the responsibility of the 
one doing the preaching, though truth must always 
be preached in love. The hearer, however, must 
make his own decision. 

The Lord's church has been given the enormous 
task of preaching the gospel to the world. We must not 
shirk that responsibility. People need to hear the gos
pel and have the opportunity to accept and obey it. 

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear wi thout a 
preacher? And how shall they preach, except 
they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things! But they 
have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah saith, 
Lord, who hath believed our report? So then 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God (Rom. 10:13-17). 
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"God's Powerful Word" 

Sunday, May 3 
9:45 a.m ....... The Virgin Birth ........... Michael Hatcher 

11 :00 a.m ....... Creation of the Universe 
..................................... Noah Hackworth 

6:00p.m ....... The Creation of the Church 
......................................... Bobby Liddell 

7:00 p.m ....... Conversion .................. Michael Hatcher 

Monday, May 4 
1 0:00a.m ....... Living the Christian Life 

......................................... Bobby Liddell 
11 :00 a.m . ...... The Christian Graces- #1 

........................................... Greg Weston 
7:00p.m ....... Overcoming Temptation 

........................................... David Bro\')ln 
8:00p.m ....... The Christian Graces - #2 

............................................. Steve Lloyd 

Tuesday, May 5 
1 0:00a.m ....... Stewardship ....................... David Brown 
11 :00 a.m ....... The Beatitudes - #1 ...... Ronnie Hayes 
7:00p.m ....... Faithfulness ................. Allen Robertson 
8:00p.m . ...... The Beatitudes - #2 ...... Ronnie Hayes 

Wednesday, May 6 
10:00 a.m ....... Loving One Another ........ Eddie Whitten 
11 :00 a.m ....... Loving God .................... Gary Anderson 
7:00p.m ....... Learning to Forgive ......... Eddie Whitten 
8:00p.m ....... Evangelism ......................... Curtis Cates 

Thursday, May 7 
10:00 a.m ....... Loving the Unlovable ......... Curtis Cates 
11 :00 a.m ....... Sound Doctrine 

............................. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
7:00p.m ....... Creation of Man ................. Jack Stewart 
8:00 p.m ....... Attitudes ............... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

-Noah A. Hackworth, Director
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

What Disturbs You? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

It is interesting to notice what disturbs people. In 
our topsy-turvy world many upsetting things 
happen every day. 

We read daily in the newspaper about man's in
humanity to man, but seem more concerned about 
El Nino. When an animal receives cruel treatment, 
there is a public outcry; but when unborn babies are 
aborted (killed), there is a morbid silence. Our moral 
values are often upside down. 

What has happened to our priorities? Where is 
the outcry against the cruelty visited on unborn ba
bies through abortion? Do we care about moral tur
pitude of people in high places? What - if anything 
- disturbs us? Here is a test. 

Which disturbs you more - to miss a school ac
tivity involving your child or missing the services of 
the Lord's church? Matthew 6:33 commands that 
we "seek first" the kingdom of God and his righ
teousness. Yet, come meeting time, whether regular 
services, VBS or gospel meeting, where are you? 

Does little league receive loyalty over Vacation 
Bible School - and Friday night football over the 
gospel meetings. 

God does not accept second place. We do our 
children a disservice when we allow them to think it 
is not important to attend all worship services (Heb. 
10:25). We fool ourselves when we relegate the 
kingdom to an inferior place in our lives. 

Which disturbs you more - the preacher who is 
straight in his sermon or the one who teaches false 
doctrine in a pleasing way? It is nothing short of 
shameful when one hears the shouts of support and 
justification for false teachers. 

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both 
the Father and the Son. If there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not 
into your house, neither bid him God speed: For 
he that biddeth him God speed is a partaker of 
his evil deeds (2 John 9-11). 

John addresses this warning to the "elect lady" 
(2 John 1). Women are all too often enchanted with 

the charisma of the speaker rather 
than the content of the speech. We 
must understand how serious is 
supporting false teachers. 

Which disturbs you more - the 
mother whose child temporarily 
disturbs the worship service or the 
mother who does not bring her 
children at all? Granted, the child who cannot be 
quickly quieted should be taken out of the assembly. 
If the child is old enough to understand (and this is 
younger than some believe), he/she should be suffi
ciently punished and brought back into the assembly. 

Older worshipers need to be more patient and 
encouraging to the struggling young mothers. We 
soon forget the difficulty we experienced when 
teaching our own children respectful worship behav
ior. The answer to the problem is certainly not abus
ing the church nursery- or children's church. 

Which disturbs you more - to be late to work or 
late to worship? Being late to work may result in a 
pink slip. Being consistently late for worship shows a 
lack of respect for the privilege of worship. We are 
late because we either get up late or leave the house 
late. In either case, it is our fault. 

We are commanded not to be "slothful in busi
ness" (Rom. 12:11}. This applies to the secular field. 
In the opening verse of Romans 12 Paul records, "I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service." This applies to the spiritual field. 

Which disturbs you more - the child who fails to 
do his homework for school or the one who fails to 
do his lesson for Bible class? Which one will help 
him in eternity? Which one are we teaching is more 
important? Which one is more important? 

Things that disturb us say much about our char
acter and our priorities. How did you score on these 
questions? P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, 7N 36063 
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Potpourri •.. 
Didn't Work 

&1 The television show, Ellen, brought big ratings 
when Ellen DeGeneres announced her "coming out" 
on an episode last season, but the ratings are declin
ing. Ellen only ranked 51st in the Nielson ratings in 
recent weeks. ABC pulled the series for six weeks 
beginning in March. It may never return. Don Jack
son, president of the Christian Family Network, 
says, "It was a no brainer. This series has done noth
ing but force the homosexual line on the public and 
the public wants no part of the normalization of this 
abhorrent lifestyle (Source: American Family Asso
ciation ]ourna_l). 
GoodS6ow 

tlAn evangelistic group consisting of AI Macias, 
Gabriel Rodriquez, Israel Rodriquez, and Joshua 
Rodriguez preached the gospel in Mexico City re
cently with much success. Several were baptized and 
the workers report "fields white unto harvest." 

lye Bye Baby 
GJanuary 22nc1 marked the 25 anniversary of the 

Supreme Court decision enabling the legal extermi
nation of an estimated 35 million human babies. The 
issue is still a festering political sore. 

Gay Wrongs 
$Newspaper headlines across the nation make 

an interesting smorgasbord of ideas, both wise and 
nutty. Here is a sample: 

• Voters in Liberal Washington State Say No to 
"Gay Rights." · 

•ACLU and New Jersey Normalize and Legalize 
"Gay" Adoption. 

• Massachusetts Leads Nation in "Gay" School 
Programs. 

• New York Teachers Association Promotes Ho-
mosexuality. 

• Anheuser-Busch Markets to Sadomasochist Fair. 
• Dr. Laura Schlessinger Opposes "Gay Rights." 
• AI Gore Says: God Made Homosexuals. 
• Wisconsin School Flier Announces Homopho

bia Workshop. 
•Survey Finds 40% of Gay Men Have Had 

More than 40 Sex Partners. 
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Blood Batb 
0Aigi~rs's bloody six-year Islamic insurgency 
got bloodier. An estimated 1,000 people died in 
a new round of massacres coinciding with the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. Several hun
dred people were burned to death and many 
others were chopped to death with axes. Some 
65,000 have died in brutal attacks by Muslim 
guerrillas (World magazine, Jan. 17, 1998). 

Griswold 
OThe Episcopal Church installed former Chi

cago Bishop Frank T. Griswold as its 25th presiding 
bishop. Griswold, who faces a church divided over 
female priests and homosexuality, said in his homily 
the Anglican tradition possesses "a unique capacity 
for diversity" and suggested there are "different di
mensions of truth" (Chicago Tribune, Jan. 11, 1998 
- thanks to Earl Davis). That is not too unlike what 

Let your faith bloom 
through a mission of love ... 
Christian houseparents needed for 
a residential treatment program 
serving teenagers in need. 

You will receive: 
• Salary. health insurance, 

retirement 
• Professional training and 

support 
• Weekly & monthly time off 
• Housing, utilities, groceries 

and more 

You will live in an area that offers: 
• Eight nearby churches of Christ 
• Quality "rural-feel" schools 
• Four nearby graduate schools 
• One hour from Chicago and South Bend 

You must be a married couple and faithful church 
of Christ members. 

To find out more, contact Mr. jackie Barger 
at l-800-462-0513. 

Shults~ Lewis 
CHILD &. FAMILY SERVICES 

P.O. Box 471 • Valparaiso. Indiana 46384 • 1-800-462-0513 



we are hearing from Shelly, Cope, Lucado, Osburn, 
Money, and company. 

More Rlgllls 
OA federal judge in New York has found that 

begging is a "free speech" right protected by the 
First Amendment (National Review, Jan. 26, 1998) 
,,,,,0 

GMax Lucado, best-selling Christian author, 
who believes that one is saved at the point of faith 
before and without further works of obedience, and 
that baptism is something you do because you are 
saved and not to be saved, held a revival on the ACU 
campus in October 1997. (By the way, Jesus said, 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.") 
In his ACU remarks Lucado said, "I am in debt to 
God for this university •.• for the people here who 
love people like me .•. for a safe place like this for a 
person to come ... (ACUToday, Winter 1998). 

Well, many of us know about Max Lucado's 
compromising attitude, and now we know that he 
has the support and backing of ACU. 

Cons de lice 
Oln responding to a New Jersey court ruling 

that homosexuals can now adopt children, National 
Review Oan. 26, 1998) observes: 

Whatever the climate of opinion in big coastal 
cities, most Americans regard the defining ho
mosexual act as problematic, to say the least. 
That can't help but weigh on gay consciences. 
What gay activists really seek is the assurance 
that what they do is okay. Yet no matter how of
ten that assurance is demanded, and officially 
given, it fails to satisfy. The suspicion then arises 
that the activists will never be fully convinced of 
their own righteousness- regardless of what 
ruling the courts make. 

The Bible says of homosexuals "receiving in 
themselves that recompense of their error which was 
due," and regards them as having a "reprobate 
mind." If the queers are not conscience-smitten it is 
because they are conscience-seared. 

Pity the poor children that homosexual couples 
may adopt. 

Surprising 
G Isn't it odd that PK has said nothing about 

Monica Lewinsky's married boyfriend's failure to 
keep his promise to his wife? It does seem that any
thing that prominent would have drawn fire from 
those who rightly insist that a married man should 
keep his marriage vows intact. 

God, res - Science, res 
$Patrick Glynn has recently written a book (The 

Evidence: The Reconciliation of Faith and Reason in 
a Postsecular World, Prima Publishing) that affirms 
faith in God. A second book, The Science of God: 
The Convergence of Scientific and Biblical Wisdom, 
by Gerald L. Schroeder agrees with the Glynn 
proposition. 

Patrick Glynn, a political journalist and former 
Reagan Administration official, gives an elegantly 
written account of his return to religious faith and 
the reasons for it. A major reason was the "signifi
cant body of evidence" emerging from "a series of 
dramatic developments in science, medicine, and 
other fields, in the last twenty years that has radi
cally changed the existence-of-God debate." 

Gerald Schroeder, an Israeli physicist, follows the 
same path. He writes: "As a scientist trained at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, I was con
vinced I had the evidence to exclude God from the 
grand scheme of life." But "with each step forward" 
he took in his understanding of science, "something 
kept shining through." 

Two millenniums ago Paul wrote, "For the invis
ible things of him since the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being perceived through the things that 
are made, even his everlasting power and divinity; that 
they may be without excuse: because that, knowing 
God, they glorified him not as God, neither gave 
thanks; but became vain in their reasonings, and their 
senseless heart was darkened." 

One writer noted: 
Science has even had to backpedal on the very 
nature of religious belief itself. Freud diagnosed 
it as a neurosis. Yet, numerous recent studies 
have shown that religious belief and practice 
correlate very strongly with overall happiness, 
psychological well-being, and marital satisfac
tion, and with markedly low rates of suicide, di
vorce, drug use, alcoholism, stress, and depres
·Sion. 

Wort6 lepe11tlag 
tlln a Texhoma E-Bulletin Fred Riley makes the 

following valuable observations: 
Howard Norton (Christian Chronicle editorial: 

"We need to teach how to separate 'bones from fish,"' 
Oct. '95), addresses the doctrinal errors of the Prom
ise Keepers Movement (PKM). 

Let me say clearly that there are some 'bones' in 
the Promise Keepers. What are these 'bones'? 
Let me mention a few: the misunderstanding of 
Promise Keepers concerning the role of baptism 
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in salvation; the temptation to think that all 
people who stand for Christian values are saved 
and are my brothers even though they have not 
obeyed the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ; the incentive to bring instrumental music 
into the church's public assembly; the danger 
that this para-church organization might replace 
the allegiance of Christians to the one church 
for which Jesus died; and the temptation to el
evate emotions above the authority of God's in
spired word. 

Norton goes on to say, "Having mentioned some 
of the 'bones' in the Promise Keepers movement, hon
esty compels us to say that there are other 'bones' in 
our society that are every bit as dangerous - or more 
so- than those found in the men's movement." 

Look closely at the dangerous things Norton 
compares the PKM to in our society: 1 ) the "spiri
tual" atmosphere of a Friday night high school foot
ball game and the party that follows; 2) Sunday af
ternoon and Monday night beer commercials on 
television; 3) obscenities on television sitcoms; 4) 
TV news and newspaper accounts of athletes who 
cheat, lie, and are unsportsmanlike; 5) immoral and 
demonic lyrics to songs; 6) foul language; 7) 
anti-Christian information in classrooms; 8) teachers 
who brag about their atheism; and 9) pornography 
at convenience stores and on the Internet. 

NOW READY! 
Lambert VBS Kits For 1998 

VBS Kits contain samples of student workbooks, teacher 
manuals and most supplementary materials. (Visual Aids are 

not included in kit.) 

WriNen & Published By Faithful Members of The Church 

Great Bible E~eamples 
Lesson 1: Abraham: Great Example of Faith 
Lesson 2: Joseph: Great Example of Forgiveness 
Lesson 3: Mos_es: Great Example of Leadership 
Lesson 4: Dav1d: Great Example of Courage 
Lesson 5: Jesus: Our Perfect Example 

Published By 

Lambert Book House, Inc. 
Call 1-800-551-8511 For Your Closest Bookstore 
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If these are just as dangerous (evil) as the PKM, 
then the PKM is just as dangerous (evil) as they are 
(if x=y, then y=x). If it is fitting for the Christian 
Chronicle to run positive articles on the PKM, why 
not on the positive aspects of the pornography in- . 
dustry (provides jobs; pays taxes; gives to worthy 
causes; etc.)? Why not allow advertising space in the 
Chronicle for Miller Lite and Seagrams? Surely the 
readers can separate the "bones" from the fish and 
the Chronicle could operate in the black again. 

Norton writes, "Our challenge as church leaders 
is to speak the truth in love to our own members .... 
When we have grounded people in the Word of God, 
we can trust their ability to separate the fish from the 
bones wherever and with whomever they may be." 

My Stars 
OHeadline in the Houston Chronicle, Jan. 16, 

'98: There's Life on Earth; Mars Rock proves it.,, The 
story goes on to say: 

The rock that NASA claims may bear evidence 
of primitive life on early Mars was actually con
taminated on Earth, according to two separate 
studies. 

The studies, which appear in today's edition 
of Science magazine, conclude that amino acids 
and carbon in the rock probably got there after 
the rock landed on Earth and lay on Antarctic 
ice for 13,000 years. 

The Mars Rock is like a lot of other bunk from 
pseudo-scientists, such as the age of the earth, how 
long the rock lay on Antarctic ice, the innumerable 
missing-links of organic-evolution, and such like. 

Chicken 
!9l Hong-Kong government workers slaughtered 

more than a million chickens in an attempt to stop 
the spread of an avian flu virus. As the chicken kill
ings took place, more than 70 monks at a Buddhist 
monastery chanted soothing mantras, hoping to ap
pease the chickens' collective anger over the massa
cre. Said one monk quoted by Reuters: "These 
chickens were humans before." 

Former nurse Orville Lynn Majors administered 
a lethal injection to Dorothea Hixon while saying, 
"It's all right, punkin, everything's going to be all 
right now." Mr. Majors killed Mrs. Hixon and five 
other patients. Will the Buddhist monks chant man
tras over the dead humans on the grounds that they 
may have been chickens before? 

Interesting 
OA California girl has sued the Boy Scouts of 

America because she thinks the mere fact of her sex 



should not prevent her from becoming a Boy Scout, 
which ... offers better opportunities than being a Girl 
Scout (Chicago Tribune, Jan. 8, '98, via Earl Davis). 

Will wonders never cease! Just wait till the femi
nists find out about that California girl - the fur is 
going to fly - or is it feathers? 

Cloning 
0 Dr. Richard Sneed, a Harvard-trained physicist, 

began dabbling in reproductive technology 20 years 
ago. He skates between the arenas of credible science, 
pseudo-religious babbling about fulfilling God's plan 
and delusions about winning a Nobel Prize. 

Sneed says he has a few thousand dollars com
mitted to his experiments to set up Cloning Clinics 
that would become like genetic Fotomats, and needs 
"a few million more." 

Sneed says four infertile couples already have 
volunteered to try cloning and assures us it's all go
ing to be "fun." Then comes the chilling part: He 
says that he can't wait to make two or three clones 
of himself (Source: Chicago Tribune, Jan. 9, '98, sent 
to us by Earl Davis). 

le-Writlng llistory 
OThe method of modern historians has usually 
been to read for themselves all the ancient au
thorities, and then to give the results in their 
own words. The information got from a variety 
of authors is all welded together, the unimpor
tant details are omitted, and a harmonious 
whole, reflecting the author's mind perhaps 
quite as much as that of the original authorities, 
is presented to the reader {Pulpit Commentary, 
"Introduction to the Book of judges,, p. v). 

Hey, that is what C. Leonard Allen does in books 
likeDistant Voices andDiscovering Our Roots. Instead 
of history, we get a re-write that reveals the mindset of 
Allen and his crony, RichardT. Hughes, far more than 
it states the facts. Allen and Hughes are like mad-sci
entists creating a history-Frankenstein-monster. 

Announcing 
Tarbet- Billingsly Debate 

-Proposition-
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are not 

New Testament Books 
-Dan Billingsly affirms-

-Don Tarbet denies-
This proposition relates to the validity of Matthew 19:9 

ln Its teaching on divorce and remarriag~. 
Order from 

Don w. Tarbet • 215 Sears • Denison, Texas 75020 
$7.50 per copy, postpaid 

A Note From Claude 
0 Dr. Claude Gardner dropped a note to say, 

"Thank you for running my article on Southern Af
rica Bible School. AI Horne is a good solid man. He 
is a graduate of ACU and is troubled like many other 
alumni. Brother Gardner enclosed photocopies of 
letters commending his Firm Foundation articles re
ceived from men like J. A. McNutt, Bill Malone, and 
Jerry Wilson. 

Killing Fields 
0 For the second time in two years, President Clin

ton has vetoed a congressional bill banning partial
birth abortions. Clinton claimed the legislation did 
not contain safeguards needed for the "rare and tragic 
circumstances" when the procedure endangers the 
mother's life. Rep. Charles Canada, Fla., responded, 
"How could jamming scissors into the back of a baby's 
head be required for the health of the mother?" 

Creationism 
OLaurie Goodstein ("Scientists Take New Look 

at Creationism," New York Times, Jan. 10, '98) re
ports a "startling about face." The National Associa
tion of Biology Teachers recently excised two key 
words from its platform on teaching evolution. 

"The diversity of life on Earth," the group's plat
form used to read, "is the outcome of evolution: an 
unsupervised, impersonal, unpredictable and·natural 
process." Now the crucial words "unsupervised" and 
"impersonal" have been dropped. The revision is 
clearly designed to allow for the possibility that a 
Master Hand was at the helm. 

The new creationists promote the idea that living 
organisms and the universe are so impossibly com
plex that the only plausible conclusion is that an om
niscient creator designed it all on purpose. 

For years, the teachers resisted demands to 
amend the statement. But Wayne Carley, the 
association's executive director, said they decided in 
October to change the platform after a well-rea
soned request in a letter from two distinguished 
scholars: Huston Smith, professor emeritus of reli
gion at Berkeley, and Alvin Plantinga, a philosopher 
of religion at the University of Notre Dame. 

Entering the fray with a recent article in Com
mentary is David Berlinski, a philosopher, who as
serts that after more than 140 years the Darwinists 
have failed to prove their case because major transi
tions are "missing from the fossil record." 

The danger in the new creationism, says Eugenie 
C. Scott, executive director of the National Center 
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for Science Education in El Cerrito, Ca., is that 
"there are a lot of students going to be leaving col
lege thinking evolution is in crisis." With fewer and 
fewer high school teachers daring to teach evolution 
these days, Scott said, the scientists of the next gen
eration "are in bad shape." 

Joan Beck, in a Chicago Tribune article, Dec. 25, 
'97, wrote: 

To believe is scary, to accept a need to open 
our lives to new possibilities, to become better 
than we are, to care for others more than we do, 
to acknowledge a power higher than ourselves 
and will beyond our own. 

But not to believe is scarier, to listen to those 
who insist we are only a biological accident on a 
minor planet in a cold and pitiless universe and 
that good or evil, loving and loved, we will 
spend eternity as forgotten dust. 

Nof That If MaHers 
OA poll commissioned by the Pew Research Cen

ter reported 71 percent of respondents says they 
never doubt the existence of God. In 1987, the fig
ure was 60 percent. 

Radio talk-show host Laura Schlessinger asserted 
on NBC's Meet the Press that the United States is in a 
morality crisis. Americans lack "a moral frame
work," she said. "I think the clergy - with all due 
respect - has become more like camp counselors 
than leaders. What they're doing is saying, 'I want 
the people to come back next week. You can't chal
lenge them too much. Can't ask too much. Can't tell 
them that religion demands something of them.' 
God demands something of you." Schlessinger con
tinued, "Since they're not doing that, it's like the in
mates running the institution." 

leally1 
OSome nut said, "To err is human- to point out 

the error and make someone feel like a jerk is fun." 
OSomeone else wrote, "When it comes to de

fending the faith, it's a sin to be dull." 

De-Gender&lng God 
0 If God is really our mother, as some radicals 

say, then Jesus had two mothers and, presto, "gay "is 
good." So, now you can see why the people who are 
replacing God with a goddess and demanding 
women preachers and elders are often the same 
people who are pushing the homosexuals' agenda. 

Schools De-Chrlstlanlzed 
OAll of the colleges and universities founded be

fore the Revolution were established for the training 
and educating of Christian ministers and for the evan-
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gelization of the nation. Harvard, Yale, Princeton, and 
even the Anglican "College of William and Mary" 
were essentially religious institutions. This pattern 
remained true through most of the 19th century. 

The radical secularization of American higher 
education began with a broadening of the schools' 
missions and purposes. Eventually this led to a 
denial of Christianity as normative for the institu
tions. Now, the very roots of the schools are cause 
for head-hanging shame inside the ivy-covered 
walls of the elite academy (Source: World, p. 26, 
Dec. 27, '97). 

We wonder if "our" schools are remaining true 
to their charters, or if their original purpose is being 
corrupted. 

Closing Note 
$Dear brother Dobbs and Staff, I sure enjoy the 

Firm Foundation. I grew up with the Firm Founda
tion as my parents took the paper. Now, I'm 85 and 
I'm still getting news and scripture from the old reli
able. I'm alone now - lost my husband in 1990 -
but I have much to be thankful for. Gladys A. 

God bless you, Gladys A_., God bless you. 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

"Training Men to Preach Since 197Bn 

One of the Most Comprehensive Bible Programs 
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Method of Bible Study • 72 Bible Courses Are Now 
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guage Study • Two Years of Course Work In Ex
pository Preaching • Two Years of Bible Research 
and Writing • Courses in Christian Doctrine • Two 
Courses In Debate Instruction • Course Work In 
Television Evangelism • Classes for Student Wives 

•New One-Year Graduate Program• 
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.Joseph D. Meador, Director 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 • SWSBS@aol.com 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: 
What liberty and freedom exist in the church? 

What is its source? 
Answer: 

A number of years ago I attend a special gather
ing of preachers at Freed-Hardeman. Rubel Shelly 
was one of the speakers. After the panel had com
pleted their presentations regarding various doctri
nal issues the audience was allowed to ask questions 
of the panel. My question was: "What place does 
academic freedom hold in the interpretation of 
Scripture?" In essence, are we given a wide girth in 
deciding doctrinal issues, and should some substan
tive issues be settled based on the appeal to "aca
demic freedom." It appeared to me then that such 
was the method utilized by a growing number of 
professors in our schools as well as by an increasing 
number of preachers. Indeed, what is the source of 
our liberty and freedom in the church? 

First, the source of any and all liberties and free
doms, which we enjoy spiritually, is to be found in 
the person of Jesus of Nazareth, Messiah of God. 
Only in Christ can one have genuine liberty and 
freedom. The manifesto of this liberty and freedom 
is the Gospel which all Christians are compelled to 
live and teach (cf. John 8:31-32). 

It is ironic to some, who charge us with a form of 
"legalism," that our liberty and freedom in Christ 
are dependent upon our obedience to his doctrine, 
his teaching, (cf. John 8:3 1; 2John 9-11). Yet, this is 
the intent of such passages as Mat. 10:32-39. It is 
the thrust of Jesus' statement: "He that findeth his 
life shall lose it; and he that loseth his life for my 
sake shall find it," (verse 39). Our Lord wants us to 
understand, proud and stubborn though we may be, 
that if we try to live our spiritual lives on our own 
terms we will lose the race. However, if we humbly 
submit to his will and way of living, we shall be 
more than conquerors. It is sad that a growing num
ber do not understand that our liberty in Christ is 
not license to practice a personalized, self-styled, "I 
want to do it my own way" brand of Christianity. 

Christ is certainly not the author of such confusion 
in the church. 

Second, the source of our spiritual liberty and 
freedom is centered in Christ and his Word and 
therefore it is not academic or intellectual. God 
created us with a rational mind that we might 
come to a knowledge of him through his Word (cf. 
John 20:30-31; Rom. 1:18-23; 2 Tim. 2:15 ; Heb. 
11 :1-3). Our rational mind is simply a tool (God's 
wonderfully created tool) for allowing us to under
stand those things that God has clearly revealed. 

Our intellectual ability is not the standard! This is 
a point where many have erred exceedingly: Such a 
misunderstanding was the motive for the great pro
phetic warning: "0 Jehovah, I know that the way of 
man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps" Ger. 10:23). The prophet is not 
speaking about man not being able to know an"ything 
for sure. Such is a gross misinterpretation of this beau
tiful passage. Rather, Jeremiah was warning those in 
his day against the vanity of self-willed religion and 
personalized religious practices that lack God given 
authority. In essence, Jeremiah is saying to his people 
that man is not "intellectual" enough to create, on his 
own terms, an acceptable way to God. Yet, many try to 
find their own personal path to God and by doing so 
they miss the point completely. They end up putting 
themselves in the place of God. 

In this hyper "grace-only" oriented age, a grow
ing number have mistakenly believed that they can 
practice any form of religion they choose and call it 
genuine Christianity as long as they feel good about 
what they are doing. Such relativism may go a long 
way to giving the world more religion. In the end, 
however, it will give the world less of what it really 
needs; genuine Christianity. May we not be taken 
captive by our own exercise of a false sense of free
dom. 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Rd. • Austin, TX 78748 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching ..••••.... Lakeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures ••••••.•.•.......••••••.•• Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
1 Freed-Hardeman University .•. Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship •.....•••••.. San Antonio, Texas 
3 Cleburne, Texas Forum 
4 North Texas Firm Foundation Lectures 

••...••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••..•.•.• Talco, Texas 
March 

1 El Paso Lectures ••..•...•.••.•..•...•.•••....•.•. El Paso, Texas 
1 East Tennessee School of Preaching 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Montgomery, ·Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures •••••• Camden. Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching .•• Memphis, Tennessee 

April 
1 Northeast Oklahoma Lectures •. Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ••.•••••.......•.•.•. Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

•••• ••••••••• ••••••• •••••••• ••• • ••••••••••••• •• Sugar Creek. Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ......................... Pottstown. Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville. Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures .......................... Marshall, Texas 

May 
1 Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• Cookeville, Tennessee 
1 Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

.••.•.........•••.••••.••••••••••••••.••••.••.•.•.••....••• Jerome, Idaho 
1 Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'Visalia, California 
1 GuH Coast Lectures .......................... Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee • ••••• Red Oak, Texas 
2 Vuginia Bible Lectureship 

•• • • ••••••• •••••• ••••••••••• ••• ••••••••• •••• Christiansburg. 'Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures ••••••••••••••••• Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship ............................... Taylor, Texas 

June 
1 Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

•.•••••.•••.••••••••••...•.•••••••••••••......••.••••..•••• Dayton, Ohio 
1 Bellview Lectures ......................... Pensacola, Florida 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Houston, Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••• Mt. Juliet. Tennessee 
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July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship ••••••.•••.•.••.. Burnet. Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

•••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Harrison, hkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures ••••••••••••••• Bastrop. Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah. Kentucky 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship .•• :.Beeville. Texas 
4 Seek Old Paths .....••....•.•••.•..••.• Corinth. Mississippi 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

•••••••.•.••••••••••••••.••.••••••.•••••••••••• Lexington. Kentucky 

August 
1 Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• St. Albans, West 'Virginia 
1 Northwest Tennessee Lectures •••••••• Paris. Tennessee 
1 Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sevierville, Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship •••...••.....•• Southaven. Mississippi 
2 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sylvan Lake. Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Farmington. Missouri 

September 
1 Robertson County Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Greenbriar, Tennessee 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••• : ••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Chattanooga. Tennessee 
3 Central Oklahoma Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• McLoud, Oklahoma 
4 4-State Lectureship ........................ Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures ••••••••••••.• Independence. Missouri 

· 4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship • Steubenville. Ohio 

October 
1 Northern New England Lectureship 

••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• Tilton. New Hampshire 
2 Lubbock Lectureship ...................... Lubbock. Texas 
2 Palmetto Biblical Studies ••.••• Greer, South Carolina 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gatlinburg. Tennessee 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship •••• Memphis. Tennessee 
4 West Virginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

•••••••.•.•••••••••••••••••.•.•••••••• Moundsville. West 'Virginia 

Nov•••er 
1 Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mechanicsville. 'Virginia 
1 Eastside Lectureship ••••••••••••• Muskogee. Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton Lectures •••••••••••••••.••• Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship ••••••• 7Uscumbia. Alabama 
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-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L. Laux (907) 243-7007 
Fairbanks, serving ·Fr.· ·wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Ch~;ch • of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-
Jonesboro - Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (870) 932-1643. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m. CST, 5 p.m. DST, Wed. 7 
p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

Hayward - East Bay Church of Christ, Exec
utive Inn/Piper Room; 20777 Hesperian Blvd., 
94541. Sun. 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Craig Hackworth, Asso. Minister (510) 713-
9613; Bill Michael, local contact (510) 278-9592. 

Pasadena - 1727 id.;n~l~a Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30 p.m. 210 Fwy N on Altadena Dr. 

Seal Beach- Leisu;e• Wo;ld Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10,11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir sr:: 95'688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

Visalia West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth 
preacher. Home of Greater Vasalia Fi,.,;, 
Foundation Lectureship 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. 
Craig- Downtown.Chu~~h of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 
Clearwater - Cen~ai Ch~rch of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 
Crystal River/Lccant~ :a:e; :._ Lecanto Church of 
Christ, 10 miles east of Crystal River on Rowe 
Terrace at intersection of Hwys. 44 and 491. 
Sunday 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 
637-6234 or (904) 746-4919. 
Gainesville- 39th. A;; Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 
Jacksonville- Lake F~r~;t Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Gamer, minister. 
Lakeland - 1807 • S~u~h Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Orlando - South O;I;~Jo Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 
Orlando-Winter Park:: S~uth Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 
Pensacola - Bellvie;; Ch~rch of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 
Sarasota - Midway, • 72Y6 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. P~lle. Stilwell, minister. 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 ~.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 
Duluth - 3249 Hwi iio, 30136. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles W of 
Exit 42, just NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159, 497-
0240 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest Lecture
ship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Ron 
Thomas, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-184, 722-1871. . .... 
Varginia -Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church .of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 

-Missouri-
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington - Sun~y· vie~ Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
Omaha- Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com • email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293· 
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship. ..... 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. ..... 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, 'Ami W of Anderson Rd., Sun~ 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblietd Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 
Oklahoma City - P.umam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 787-5814. 

-Oregon-
Gladstone- 255 E. Exeter St., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., call 786-9754 for Wed. 7 p.m. location. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy.14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 
Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, miniJ!e! •••• 
Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

ML Juliet - The Viliag;s· Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fiheen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preach;~· ••• 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. Johri B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Fum 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
•The Word of Life, • KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:06-
7:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 
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Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
Burnet-Burnet Chu~clt· ;f Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell Debo, min. Home of 
Central Texas Lectureship 

Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. lOS 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 
Denton-Pearl Stree; Ch~r~h of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-3531.Sun9, 10a.m.,6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 
Houston - Fleetw~d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 
Hurst- Northeast Ch~;ch •of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
Livingston- 1101 W. ·church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
Lubbock - Southsid; Ch~rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., 5 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy J. 
Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. 
Redwater- Church ·of Ch;ist, Box 229, 75573, 
(903)671-2369,671-251S.Sun.10, 10:50a.m.,6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 
Richwood - Church •of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 
Roanoke - Church •of Ch;ist, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio- North;~ ·oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 ..... 
Schertz- Church of Christ, 501 Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 So. 
Franklin St., Christiansburg, 24073. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Tom Hodge, 
minister. (703) 382-7837. 

Christiansburg-~id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Hampton - Hamp;o~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. . .... 
Max Meadows- Ft. Chiswell Church of Christ, 
Route 3, Box 220, 24360. ~mile S.l-81 & 1-77 
(Exit 80), Highway 52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Glann M. Lee, evangelist. (703) 
637-4244, (703) 637-6839. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc - Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming-
cheyenne -High Plains Church of Christ, 4901 
Ridge Rd. STE. 1, 82003. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 5 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 6~~-.7~~6. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 
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Fine Linen 
by Nelda Clark 

-Excellent for ladies class studies-

$4.00 
plus shipping and handling 

Order from Firm Foundation 
1·800-572-3619 



CLASSIFIED POWER Lectureship Books: Dangerous 'Isms 
(1997), The Two Couenants (1996), The Major 
Prophets (1995), The Prouidence of God (1989) 
$15.00. The Minor Prophets (1 990) $12.00. Order 
from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, 
Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 
shipping & handling on single book o rders. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads m u st be received 
6 weeks prior to the d esired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whateuu 
Happened to Heauen and Hell? (1994) - $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translation (1995)- $21.75. 
Balanced Christianity: Maintai ning Biblical Balance 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 
Christ, 11026 Wur:zbach Rd., San Antonio, T X 
78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. Preachers Wanted 

Wanted: Experienced, sound, gospel preacher. 
Congregation of about 50 members. No elders at 
this time. House and salary. Send resume to 
Broadway Church of Christ, P.O. Box 3, Drumright, 
OK 74030-0003 or contact Nick Nichols (918) 
352-3375 or Paul Castor (918) 352-2026. 

Wanted: a semiretired preacher or one with partial 
support. Housing and some support supplied. Must 
be well-grounded in God's Word. Send resume to 
Ray Sanders, Southside Church of Christ, 3624 W. 
Malone St., Peoria, IL 61605; c3ll (309) 676-0636. 

Evangelist needed for en thusiastic but small 
congregation in Engl3nd. The Peterborough Church 
of Christ is loC3ted in an expanding part of the UK 
with much potential. We need a faithful preacher 
who will work with us in spreading the Word. 
Must have own support. For information pack, 
contact us by email, sisman@enterprise.net. 

Sound, conservative, full-time minister desired for 
self-supporting congregation of about 60 without 
elders. Prefer family man. Some computer 
knowledge (or willingness to lea rn) preferred. 
Current minister moving between June-Sept. 1998. 
Send resume with video (cassette tape if video not 
available) of recent sermon and a church directory 
(if available) for references. Send to Sunnyslope 
Church of Christ (Attn: Preacher Search Com.) 
3606 N. 108 St., Omaha, NE 68164. 

Preacher wanted to work with a small self
supporting congregation located in suburb of 
Denver, CO. Requires someone marure and well 
grounded in God's Word. Must have experience in 
personal work and pulpit speaking. Please send 
resume with video or audio to Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 So. Havana St., Englewood, CO 
80111. Attn: Search Committee. Evenings call (303) 
694-3429 or (303) 770-8459. 

Associate Minister wanted (position available for 
Jan. I , 1998) in St. Louis area. Experience in 
campaigns and missions is desirable. 20-30 age, 
married man preferred. Salary negotiable. 
Responsible to elders but supervised by preacher. 
Send resume and video tape to Collinsville Church 
of Christ, 1400 Troy Rd., Collinsville, IL 62234. 
(618) 667-6708. 

Sound doctrinal, energetic pulpit minister, age 32 
or up with degree and preferable a family, for a 
small town, friend ly congregation of 28 0 and 
growing. Large 3-BR home plus salary to be based 
on experience and education. Excellent elders, 
deacons, youth minister, and secretary in place. 
Send resume to Liberty Church of Christ, 320 I 
North Main, Liberty, TX 77575. AITN: Elders. 
(409) 336-2213. 

Wanted: Full-time evangelist to serve a bilingual 
congregation of 190 members. Ten years preaching 
experience and Spanish language skills desirable 
bur not necessary. Building on 14 acres with a 
dayc3re center and a K-8 Christian school. Modern 
home and utilities provided. Not part of salary. 
Salary open. Located in California's San Joaquin 
Valley, 1 '/1 hours south of Sacramento. Send resume 
to Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Rd., Hughson, 
CA 95326. Attn. Elders. Call 0 . Dean House (209) 
883-0194 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of Christ, 
11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or phone (303) 
841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

Full-time Minister Needed. The Honolulu church 
of Christ is in need of a fu ll-time minister. Our 
current preacher is moving back to the mainland 
the end of May. We would like to have a new 
family come in June. Minister's residence provided. 
If you are interested in learning more about this 
work, or would like to submit a resume & sermon 
tape (audio or video), please contact: Ernie Moore, 
Chairman, Preacher Search Committee, Honolulu 
Church of Christ, 1732 Kee:aumoku Street, 
Honolulu, H:awaii, 96822. Phone: (808) 536-7952. 
Church e-mail: honcoc@aloha.net or Ernie Moore's 
e-mail: EMOORE@GTE.COM (church web page: 
http://planet-hawaii.com/honchurchchrist). 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Pews for sale! Number and Length: 24 at 20'6" 
and 48 at 17'8". Very good condition with 
cushioned seats. Call 512-853-7701 or 854-0643. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Dec:arur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Central Carolina School of Preaching, Kingstree, 
S.C., established 1995, seeking religious books for 
library use. P.O. Box 951, Kingstree, SC 29556. 
Call (803) 382-5824 or (803) 354-5362. 

Firm Foundation 

Bible Class Literature 

and 

Correspondence Course 

1·800-572·3619 
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Frrm Foundation 
1998 VBS Literature 

''Standing 
on the Promises 

of God'' 
In our world of declining moral values and so 

many uncertain sounds in religion, the firm 
voice of the Lord needs to be heard and ac
cepted. Among the nations of the world, and in 
business and economic circles, promises 
seem to be given only to be broken. Such is 
not true with the promises of our great God. 

The purpose of these lessons is to lead men 
and women, boys and girls to believe in and to 
depend upon the great promises of God. 

Lesson 1: God's promise to Send the Savior 
(Matt. 1:18-25) 

Lesson 2: God's Promise to Become Our Father 
(Luke 15:4-7) 

Lesson 3: God's Promise to Provide for Our Needs 
(Ex. 16:4-20) 

Lesson 4: God's Promise to Build the Church 
(Acts 2:36-41) 

Lesson 5: God's Promise that Christ Will Return 
(Matt. 25:1-13) 

Order your sample kit today/ 

1-800-572-3619 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
April 

Address correction requested. 

A Practical 
Handbook 
forSingin1 
and SoDIIeadiDI 
written and compiled by 

Burt dones 

I commend to you this volume which is 
able to present what could be a very 
difficult subject in an easy-to-read and 
enlightening manner. The contents 
address both the reading of round AND 
shaped notes in a very simple under
standable fashion. 

It is my prediction that this book will 
become the standard for singing and 
songleading as we enter the twenty-first 
century! 

$4.00 

Ralph A. Casey 
Songleader 

plus shipping and handling 

1-800-572-3619 
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A Sobbing Prophet 
By J. A. McNutt 

Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by, Behold 
and see, If there is any sorrow like my 
sorrow which has been brought on me, 

Which the Lord has inflicted in the day of His 
fierce anger? (Lam. 1: 12). 

Religious indifference is not a modern problem. 
Jeremiah cried over the indifference of the people of 
God. Six hundred years before Christ, Jeremiah 
sobbed over the sins of an apostate nation. 

Jerusalem, a city of sacred memory and joyful as
sociation was in ruins and rubble filled its streets. 
Once thousands walked those streets going to the 
temple to pray and worship God, but now the city 
"sits solitary that once was filled with people." None 
come to the sacred feasts. "The roads to Zion 
mourn; ... all her gates are desolate." J erusalem was 
like a widow with no one to comfort her. 

Jeremiah could have said, "I told you so," but he 
shed tears over his people. 

The holy city is desolate and the sacred temple 
destroyed. Jeremiah weeps alone. Religious indiffer
ence is not a modern problem 

Our Concern, Christ and His Church 
Our interest is in the heavenly Jerusalem and the fu
ture of the church of the firstborn (Heb. 12:22-23). 
Jesus wept bitter tears over the earthly city of Jerusa
lem, because they refused his tender pleading for 
their salvation (Matt. 23:3 7). 

Jesus was deeply grieved over the fall of Jerusa
lem. How do you suppose he feels when the church 
that he loves and for which he died is ridiculed and 
held in contempt- betrayed by its friends. 

Some egotistical scholars among us make a prac
tice of ridiculing the church and seem ashamed of 
the gospel preachers who fought the battles and de
fended the truth against false teachers. 

When Max Lucado came to Memphis to speak 
in Christ United Methodist Church, his books were 
so popular among the members of the church that 
they wanted to hear him speak. The Methodist pas
tor sent out a letter inviting gospel preachers in our 
city to attend and hear a man of "your" fellowship. 

I do not know Max Lucado and bear no ill will. 
No doubt he is a gifted writer, but I would put a 
question after the assertion that he is of "our" fel
lowship. He has publicly avowed his ties to the pious 
unimmersed and with the doctrine of salvation by 
faith only, so I doubt that he desires any fellowship 
with his former brethren in Christ. 

It is sad to see anyone depart from the faith. It is 
even more heart rending when that individual tries 
to lead the whole church into apostasy. Unity in di
versity is a farce when it is compared with Paul's 
plea that we should "All speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in t:he same mind and in 
the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). 

What Is Wrong with Unity in Diversity? 
We are urged to ignore biblical authority and the ne
cessity of obedience to God, and accept denomina
tional errors under an umbrella of grace only where 
no importance is given to the explicit command
ments of God. This is the road to open fellowship 

(continued on page 17) 
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Editorial 

Postmodernism 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

No one wants to be out-of-fashion and 
behind the times. Everyone wants to be 
modern. Even clods seek to be up-to

date and chic, though most of the time they 
only succeed in making spectacles of them
selves. 

Every generation since 1585 has considered 
itself to be modern. 

We have now invented the word post
modern, as if we could finally fix modern in time, but even 
postmodern (first recorded in 1949) will soon smell of decay. 

The "in" word today is "postmodern." It is true one
upmanship. To be modern is one thing, but to be postmodern, 
well that's out-o-sight and leaves the modernist in the dust. 
Though ultimately doomed to the literary trash-bin, post
modernism will have its little day in the sun. It will strut and crow 
and finally be cast aside. Still, while it is in vogue, it gives birth to 
harum-scarum lawlessness. In the area of politics it seeks to over
throw the rule of law, and in religion it scoffs at the Bible. It 
makes a mockery of rules and produces the chaos of anarchy. 

Postmodernism is not exclusively a religious word. It belongs 
to the world-in-general, but some religious teachers have appro
priated it. It was coined to describe society, and applies to medi
cine, education, business, and politics. 

Bryan Appleyard said, "Modernism may be seen as an attempt 
to reconstruct the world in the absence of God." Robert Hewison 
observed, "Post-modernism is modernism with the optimism 
taken out." Terry Eagleton called it a "sick joke." Gilbert Adair, in 
a straight-faced attempt to explain and gain approval for this 
helter-skelter philosophy, wrote: 

Postmodernism is, almost by definition, a transitional cusp of so
cial, cultural, economic and ideological history when modern
ism's high-minded principles and preoccupations have ceased to 
function, but before they have been replaced with a totally new 
system of values. It represents a moment of suspension before 
the batteries are recharged for the new millennium, an acknowl
edgment that preceding the future is a strange and hybrid inter
regnum that might be called the last gasp of the past (Sunday 
Times: April 21, 1991). 

If Gilbert Adair is right, postmodernism is a hiatus - a void 
- a collection of nothingness. 

One author called postmodernity "the destruction of earlier 
values and their reconstruction. It is renovation within ruination." 



In other words, postmodernism, so loved by some of our dear 
brothers in academia, is a rejection of all the past - all history -
and is like facing the future without rudder and without sail. 

If you gather from all this that postmodernism is an attempt 
to remove the ancient landmarks, and create in man's image a 
new world order, then you are pretty close to understanding 
postmodernism. 

The only additional ingredient is deconstructionism, which is to 
the postmodern recipe what flour is to biscuits. Without decon
structionism postmodernism wouldn't amount to a hill-o-beans. 

Rebecca Goldstein said that deconstructionism is: 
A philosophical movement and theory of literary criticism that 
questions traditional assumptions about certainty, identity, and 
truth, asserts that words can only refer to other words, and at
tempts to demonstrate how statements about any text subvert 
their own meanings. In deconstruction, the critic claims there is 
no meaning to be found in the actual text, but only in the vari
ous, often mutually irreconcilable, 'virtual texts' constructed by 
readers in their search for meaning. 

Jacques Derrida's 1967 books Speech and Phenomena, Of 
Grammatology, and Writing and Difference introduced decon
struction. Derrida contends that a traditional reader makes false 
assumptions about the nature of texts. Deconstruction, he asserts, 
subverts these assumptions, challenging the idea that a text has an 
unchanging, unified meaning. This possibility multiplies the num
ber of legitimate interpretations of a text. Derrida claims that lan
guage is constantly shifting and has no certain meaning (Encarta 
98 Desk Encyclopedia) . 

Perhaps the following story best defines deconstructionism: 

In the winter of 1996, a group of Tibetan monks from the Seraje 
Monastery traveled to Houston, Texas, to create a large mandala 
(ritualistic geometric design) out of colored sand. Their reveren
tial creation, from tapping the first grains ofsand into place to 
the de-sanctification of the mandala, was followed by throwing 
the sand-mandala into nearby Buffalo Bayou. 

That is deconstructionism in a nutshell, and explains why real 
scholars like Allan Bloom (Closing of the American Mind), William 
Kilpatrick (Why Johnny Can't Tell Right From Wrong), and Martin 
Anderson (Imposters in the Temple) all say deconstructionism is 
"nutty." Come to think about it, when someone says that words 
have no meaning and you cannot convey anything worthwhile by 
the use of words, and uses words to do that, it is "nutty" (slang for 
idiotic, which is English for "stupid"). 

J. Scott Applewhite, AP, (World magazine, Feb. 21, 1998) has 
an article entitled A Postmodern Scandal, in which he gives a good 
description of deconstructionism in politics and economics. 

He quotes psychologist Robert Jay Lifton on his post-
modernist psychological theory of mental health: 

Traditionalists might speak of lying and immorality and demand 
facts and consistency. But some recent graduates of American's 
top universities - including lawyers, media consultants, and po-

. litical tacticians who reign in Washington - look at matters 
much differently. 
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The present cr1s1s in our nation's capital, 
Applewhite says, "Offers a textbook case study of 
the principles of postmodernism at work." 

7ruth is a construction. According to post
modernism, truth is relative. We can never know 
some absolute, objective, once-and-for-all truth. 
What's true for one person may not be true for 
someone else .... Truth is not discovered but con
structed •••• By this way of thinking, spin is liter
ally everything. Since truth is not absolute, it can 
be continually revised, without even worrying 
about contradictions. 'I did not tell her to lie,' 
may very well be what a postmodernist would 
say. If there is no truth, it is impossible to lie. 

Truth is a matter of interpretation. Postmod
ernist scholars are obsessed with hermeneutics .... 
Truth-claims, because they are constructions of 
language, are subject to endless reinterpretation 
and are incapable of any definite, ftxed meanings. 
Postmodernists cut their teeth in graduate school 
on 'deconstructing' texts. Postmodernists have 
learned how to make words mean anything they 
want. 

Truth is an exercise of power. What is accepted 
as true for any culture is a function of power. 
Those who rule impose their constructions of 
reality on everyone else ••.• The best way to re
ply to a charge is not to address whether it is 
true but to slander, indict, investigate, or other
wise crush the people who are making it. 

Truth is compartmentalized. Those who are 
consistent in their beliefs, who try to live accord
ing to a specific set of principles, and who imag
ine that they have a single core identity are, ac
cording to postmodernist psychologists, mentally 
ill .... Consistency, unity, and personal integrity 
are 'fundamentalist' and thus wrong. Instead of 
having a single core identity, human beings are 
free to have many identities, compartmentalizing 
them so they do not impinge on each other. 

Gene Edward Veith put it this way, "If truth is 
relative, it's impossible to lie." 

I know that is a long way around the block, but 
it may help us understand Rubel Shelly, Mike Cope, 
Royce Money, Bill Young, Carroll Osburn, Randall 
Harris, Leonard Allen, Richard Hughes, Michael 
Weed (but not Harold -Hazelip, Lynn Anderson, Jeff 
Walling, Alton Howard, and Terry Rush, because 
they are "me-tooers" and don't really comprehend 
the argument). · 

It should also cause us to turn away from their 
certified nonsense. 

Postmodernism makes every lie to be true, and 
every truth to be a lie. There is no right and wrong, 
because everything is right and nothing is wrong. 
There is no immorality because there is no absolute 
standard. There is no morality because there is no 
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immorality. Black is white. Up is down Left is right. 
Good is bad and bad is irrelevant. 

Under postmodernism one must be tolerant of 
everything and condemn nothing. Judgmentalism is 
postmodemism's sin unto death. 

Also, it is not possible to be consistent, so don't 
even try. Words have no meaning and so do not use 
words unless you are trying to prove that words are 
meaningless. A good example of this is Gary 
Collier's little book, The Forgotten Treasure, in 
which Collier forgot to make sense. 

Postmodernism explains how ACU professor An
dre Resner could write that the mother of Jesus was 
"a sexually questionable woman" without meaning 
that she was sexually questionable. Resner com
plains that his bewildering (to confuse or befuddle, 
especially with numerous conflicting situations, ob
jects, or statements) use of language is not his fault 
but the fault of those who read what he says and try 
to make sense out of it. You do not read it for mean
ing but for feeling. It is oozy-goosey at every pore. 

All of this follows unless - unless - God has 
spoken. If we have a word from the Eternal One, 
that makes a monumental difference. If that is the 
case, we need to call right things by their right 
names. We need to say that sin is sin and false reli
gious teaching is heresy. We have a standard and not 
everything or anything is right, but only those things 
deity approves are correct. It also follows that some
thing is wrong - like false doctrine, and incest, and 
postmodernism. 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profit
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness. That 
the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work. 

Her priests have done violence to my law, and 
have profaned my holy things: they have made 
no distinction between the holy and the com
mon, neither have they caused men to discern 
between the unclean and the clean, and have hid 
their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned 
among them. P. 0. Box 691092 

Houston, TX 77692-0192 
FF 
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A Strange Thing 
By Frank Chesser 

I have written to him the great things of my law 
but they were counted as a strange thing" (Ho
sea 8:12). Israel was the "apple of God's eye" 

(Deut. 32:10). He reared, taught, and trained them 
in the ways of righteousness. Through his law, he 
sought to mold and shape their minds in the paths of 
things divine. 

God's law was an expression of God's love and 
concern for the nation. Every demand and prohibi
tion was penned in their best interest. Through his 
divine precepts, God sought to insulate Israel from 
the idolatrous ways of the heathen nations and all 
the sins that flowed therefrom. However, Israel had 
no appetite for God's decrees, viewing them as 
something foreign and undesirable. 

God loves the church. Hallowed blood is evi
dence of the depth of that love. The great heart of 
God beats with fervent concern for the welfare of 
spiritual Israel. The law of Christ is designed to 
shield the church from error and sin, and to promote 
truth and righteousness. Every mandate therein was 
inscribed with man's earthly happiness and eternal 
security in mind. 

Sadly, there are those within the church who view 
the law of God as a "strange thing." They have devel
oped a palate for human philosophies that appease, 
soothe and satisfy as opposed to divine truths that 
disturb, reprove and expose. They cry with ancient 
Judah, "Speak unto us smooth things" (lsa. 30: 10). 

The church is replete with people who want reli
gion without sacrifice, grace without law, and Christ 
without a cross. Thus, they view the restricting, de
manding, prohibiting will of God with disdain. Like 
the apostate heirs of Sinai, "they despise the law of 
the Lord" (Amos 2:4). 

There is a "famine in the land, not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words 
of the Lord" (Amos 8:11). Human interest stories, 
philosophy and personal experiences are serving as 
empty substitutes for a "thus saith God." Bible
centered preaching has become a lost art in many 
pulpits. Tragically, the church has its own who count 
the law of God as a "strange thing." 

62 73 Sycamore Dr. 
Montgomery, AL 36117 
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Lectureship 

Church of Christ 
Duluth, Georgia 

-May 16-20, 1998-

-Millennium Mania 1998-

Saturday, May 16 
2:00p.m ....... Singing 
2:30p.m ....... Revelation, Part 1 ................ Skip Andrews 
3:30p.m ....... Keys to Understanding and Unlocking 

••.•••••...•• Matthew 24, Part 1 ................ Steve Snider 
4:30p.m ....... Banquet 
6:30p.m ....... Daniel, Part 1 ......................... Bobby Wood 
7:30p.m • . 4 .... The Language of Premlllenniallsm 

..................................................................... Bob Burt 

Sunday, May 17 
9:30a.m •.•..•• Looking at the Signs, Part 1 •• Steve Snider 

10:30 a.m ....... Zechariah, Part 1 ................ Dan Kessinger 
2:30p.m ....... Singing 
4:00p.m ....... Revelation, Part 2 ................ Skip Andrews 
6:00p.m ....... Isaiah, Part 1 ..................... Clifford Rumley 
7:00p.m •.•.•.. Looking at the Signs, Part 2 •. Steve Snider 

Monday, May 18 
9:30a.m ....... Revelation, Part 3 ................ Skip Andrews 

10:15a.m ....... Daniel, Part 2 ......................... Bobby Wood 
11:00 a.m .•....• Isaiah, Part 2 ..................... Clifford Rumley 
7:30p.m ••••.•• Zechariah, Part 2 •••.•••••••••••• Dan Kessinger 
8:15p.m ••..•.. History of Premillenniallsm 1 

..•••••••.•••••..•...•.••.•...•.••..••••••• Rod Rutherford 

Tuesday, May 19 
9:30a.m ....... History of Premillenniallsm, Part 2 

. .......................................... Rod Rutherford 
10:15a.m ..•.... Matthew 24 and the Second Coming 

••••.•.•••••...•.........•..•..••••.•.•••••.•..• Steve Snider 
11 :00 a.m ••.•..• Zechariah, Part 3 ••...•••.••.•••• Dan Kessinger 
7:30p.m •••••.• Isaiah, Part 3 .••.•••••..•.••••.••• Clifford Rumley 
8:15p.m .•••••• Daniel, Part 3 ......................... Bobby Wood 

Wednesday, May 20 
9:30a.m .•••.•. Revelation, Part 4 ................ Skip Andrews 

10:15 a.m ....... Daniel, Part 4 ......................... Bobby Wood 
11 :00 a.m •...•.. Isaiah, Part 4 ..................... Clifford Rumley 
7:30p.m ....... Establishment of the Church 

........................................... Rod Rutherford 
8:15p.m .•..... Zechariah, Part 4 ................ Dan Kessinger 

Tapes and book available. 

Church of Christ at Duluth 
3239 Highway 120 • Duluth, Georgia 30016 
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Fight, But Fight Fair 
By Mark K. Lewis 

"Striving to better, oft we mar what's well" (William Shakespeare). 

That false teaching is plaguing the Lord's church is an emotion, and has a subjective side. 
news only to the ignorant. God's people have It should break our hearts and cause us genuine, 
faced the emissaries of Satan from the begin- sincere, heart-felt agony when we must expose those 

ning and will until the end of time (2 Thess. 2: 1-17). who teach contrary to the gospel. 
Opposition to heretics is a distressing necessity. "By this shall all men know that ye are my dis-

Christians would much rather send out the good news ciples, if ye have love one to another." There is no 
of salvation in Jesus Christ. Still, if we turn our backs caveat here freeing us from showing that love to 
on false doctrine, we will find the house of God des- teachers of error. 
ecrated by doctrines of demons. The New Testament I have often wondered, and believed, that inquisi-
gives us instruction about how to handle those who tors create heretics, not only in the sense that they 

I f h imagine heretics where these do not exist, but 
pervert the gospe o C rist (Matt. 7:15-20; Acts also that inquisitors repress the heretical putre-
20:28-30; Rom. 16:17; Gal. 2:14; 1 Tim. 6:3-5; Titus faction so vehemently that many are driven to 
3:10-11; Rev. 2:2) share in it in their hatred for the judges (Umberto 

The objective action of opposing false teachers Eco, The Name of the Rose, p. SO). 
must be complemented with subjective compassion. A good man once told me that a brother, who 
Twice in 1 Peter the apostle commands us· to love actively and publicly marks false I teachers, creates 
one another "fervently" (1 :22), and "Above all sympathy for those he attacks, because of the intensity 
things have fervent charity among yourselves: for of his onslaught. No one likes a highhanded judge. 
charity shall cover the multitude of sins" (4:8). As- If we cannot practice what the New Testament 
siduous is a synonym for fervent. teaches about rebuking false teachers with genuine 

God's people are recognized by their love one love in our hearts then let us keep our mouths closed 
for another ijohn 13:35). Such love prompts active, and our pens full. 
objective good will. It comes from the heart and pro- Christianity involves not only what one does, but 
motes the strongest feelings that are virtually un- also how one does it. In exposing error, "Let all your 
breakable (Col. 3:12-14). things be done with charity" (1 Cor. 16:14). 

In 2 Timothy 2:24-26 Paul wrote: 2912 N. Chester 

And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but 
be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in 
meekness instructing those that oppose them
selves; if God peradventure will give them repen
tance to the acknowledging of the truth; and that 
they may recover themselves out of the snare of 
the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. 

I read many articles today in sound brotherhood 
journals instructing us to mark false teachers (Rom. 
~ 6: 17), and not bid them godspeed (2 John 9-11), but 
I read very few articles quoting 2 Tunothy 2:24-26. I 
am not suggesting for a moment that we need to quit 
teaching Romans 16:17 and 2 John 9-11. But I am 
suggesting that we must never forget that a Christian 
spirit - even towards false teachers - is a spirit of 
love, compassion, gentleness. 

Sometimes good brethren announce, "When I 
oppose false teaching, I am practicing love," and this 
is true, objectively. But let us not forget that love is 
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McGarvey's Ghost 
By J. E. Choate 

What happened to McGarvey's College of 
the Bible is a story told many times. Ad
ron Doran and I will take credit for first 

telling the "other side," which is the story opposed to 
the biased account in Dwight E. Stevenson's book 
Lexington Theological Seminary. The value of our re
search was honored in that a book review was pub
lished in the Discipliana. 

How the College of the Bible was taken over 
"lock, stock, and barrel" by the liberal element in the 
Christian Church/Disciples was a calculated strategy. 

The two major participants in the struggle to con
trol the College of the Bible were Hall Laurie Calhoun 
and Richard Henry Crossfield. And herein lies the 
classic tale of the "earthquake" which shook Lexing
ton, Kentucky, during most of the year 1917. 

The liberals in the Christian Church were the win
ners and gained solid control of the College of the 
Bible. That seminary today is named The Lexington 
Theological Seminary, as liberal as any under the sun. 

The struggle between the conservative and liberal 
elements for the control of the organized societies and 
conventions was already far advanced by 1900. Mc
Garvey plainly saw the growing menace of the new 
liberal theology. 

In 1892 McGarvey inaugurated a featured de
partment in Christian Standard which was captioned 
"Biblical Criticism." Until his death in 1911, Mc
Garvey kept up an unrelenting attack on modern the
ology. 

An increasing number of young men were coming 
out of the Yale and Harvard divinity schools. Their 
influence was beginning to sweep over into local 
churches and the organized conventions and societ
ies. The colleges had to be next. 

What Happened In the College of the Bible? 
Calhoun served as acting president of the College of 
the Bible at the time of McGarvey's passing. Richard 
Henry Crossfield was appointed in 1908 the presi
dent of Transylvania University. This was the oldest 
such institution west of the Alleghenies. 

Calhoun was an honor graduate of the Yale and 
Harvard divinity schools earning in three years the B. 
D., M.A., and Ph.D degrees which was a phenomenal 
accomplishment. Crossfield held the yoeman's Ph.D 

from small Wooster College in Ohio. His professional 
career was not marked by any display of scholarship. 
However, he was master in the art of Disciples' poli
tics. 

Crossfield meant to block Calhoun's permanent 
appointment to the presidency of the college. While 
he lacked the credentials of credible biblical scholar
ship, he made a series of shrewd moves obviously cal
culated to deny Calhoun the presidency. 

Crossfield announced that he would resign the 
presidency of Transylvania to accept the pastorate of 
a Christian Church in Atlanta. And he gave another 
reason for his proposed resignation. Crossfield said 
the move on his part would open the way for the elec
tion of one executive for Transylvania and the College 
of the Bible. Later events documented the fact that 
resignation concealed an ulterior motive. 

The curators of Transylvania and the trustees of 
the College of the Bible concurred with Crossfield's 
suggestion, and they forthwith selected him to head 
both institutions. And Calhoun was retained as Dean 
of the College of the Bible and granted full professor
ship. 

The personal relations between Calhoun and 
Crossfield were not compatible. In 1908 Crossfield 
complained to the board that Calhoun was directing a 
campaign of criticism of Crossfield for his manage
ment of Transylvania University. Crossfield threat
ened to resign if the criticism continued. Calhoun was 
advised to refrain from any further criticism of 
Crossfield. 

The First Seven Years of Crossfield's Presidency 
No one knew, because Crossfield had not made it 
known, the changes he had in mind for the College of 
the Bible. The first "trial balloon" went up when 
President Crossfield appointed Alonzo Willard For
tune in 1912 to the faculty. S.S Lappin, editor of the 
Christian Standard immediately launched an attack 
because Fortune was an ultraliberal. John T. Brown, a 
prominent preacher, mounted a vigorous five-week 
campaign of opposition in the Standard. Crossfield 
weathered the storm giving uncompromising support 
to Fortune. 

In the same year, the president appointed Will
iam Clayton Bower. Bower became the dominant 
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leader of liberalism within the faculty of the College 
of the Bible. 

In 1914, Elmer Ellsworth Snoddy, who taught 
philosophy in Transylvania, was appointed to teach 
theology in the College of the Bible. President 
Crossfield was surrounded by loyal appointees and a 
solid majority of the board of trustees. 

Calhoun was the only remaining member of the 
older faculty. And it demanded little imagination for 
Calhoun to decipher the code. No scholar among the 
Disciples to this day has demonstrated the sheer force 
to master the total of biblical scholarship in the space 
of three years. He was challenged by the best in Yale 
and Harvard divinity schools. Calhoun would learn 
that this counted for nothing when a liberal president 
was backed up by a majority of the board of trustees. 
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The Earthquake That Shook lexington 
in March of 1917 

A circular letter was mailed by Ben F. Battenfield 
signed with nine other students of the College of the 
Bible on March 12, 1917 to 3 00 preachers and 
church leaders in the Christian Church. The letter 
precipitated the "fundamentalism - modernism" 
controversy which ran for 200 days. The College of 
the Bible was put into a state of turmoil, and the 
Christian Church was divided beyond repair. 

The letter alleged that three fourths of the stu
dent body accepted the liberal views espoused by the 
liberal faculty, such as, organic evolution, the Bible 
records myth, legends, folk tales, the Documentary 
Hypothesis of the Pentateuch, and form and source 
criticism of the New Testament. 

Jackie Stearsman J.H. Blackman. Jr. Bruce Daugheny 
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Richard Henry Crossfield immediately mounted 
a counter attack by sending out his own circular letter. 
The move was calculated to keep the controversy in 
the College of the Bible and confined to answering 
and refuting the student charges. This move failed. 

The College of the Bible controversy was made 
public March 31, 1917, by George P. Rutledge, editor 
of the Christian Standard. He brought the matter out 
into the open for a show down. The Christian Stan
dard carried an announcement by Hall Laurie 
Calhoun who stated that candor compelled him to 
acknowledge that for more than a year he was fully 
convinced that "destructive cri ticism" was being 
taught in the College of the Bible. 

The sound and fury of the controversy mounted 
on a day-by-day basis until it was out of control. The 
board of trustees was finally forced to take action. 
The trustees met first in executive session on May 1 
stating that the board would retain full jurisdiction in 
the case. The trustees met in executive sessions 
through May 9. 

The last two sessions were given to formulating 
the final report. The statement fully exonerated the 
accused faculty with the comment that the teaching of 
the accused faculty was in harmony with the best tra
dition of the Christian Church. The board reported 
that it heard from no students who said their faith had 
been shaken by the teachings of the accused faculty. 

Whatever hopes President Crossfield and the 
board of trustees may have had that the conclusion of 
the whole matter had been heard were dashed. In
stead, the Christian Standard opened up its own inves
tigation May 10, 1917. A wide array of witnesses gave 
their testimony throughout the summer months. 

President Crossfield and the accused faculty 
never denied the statements attributed to them. Nor 
have the Christian Church apologists proved to this 
day that the allegations were untrue. 

A Prediction 
This same pursuit of liberalizing the schools identi
fied with churches of Christ is far advanced down 
the road of postmodern societal and theological in
fluences. The primary intent of this article is to show 
that the same liberal leaven which destroyed the 
College of the Bible is already far advanced in some 
our schools. The major reason why Steve Flatt will 
not turn things around at Lipscomb is because he 
cannot. 

A large number of the Lipscomb faculty are ten
ured professors. There could not be a wholesale firing 

of just liberal Bible faculty without triggering a major 
media firestorm. 

Do not think for a moment that a member of the 
DLU board of directors, administration, and faculty 
will set up a bill of particulars denying that the most 
advanced liberal theological ideas are now fixed in 
place in the Lipscomb undergraduate and graduate 
Bible departments. This would open a "barrel of 
worms." 

The academic stability of this institution of higher 
learning would be put in dire straits were this to be 
done. It would not be a matter of the survival of the 
New Testament churches of Christ, but the survival of 
David Lipscomb University. Which would the Lip
scomb board of directors support, the school or the 
church? You tell me! 

And keep in mind that David Lipscomb and James 
A. Harding had in mind that the N ashville Bible 
School would serve the churches through their stu
dents - not vice versa. This writer believes that the 
welfare of the churches of Christ and our school is 
best served by stating the facts. 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

Important Questions in Mission Work 
By Paul Vaughn 

How many people have you baptized? This 
question has been asked in one form or an 
other of every missionary. All missionaries 

and their supporting churches want those who are lost 
in sin to repent and be baptized into Christ. Untold 
hours have been spent in prayer for success in efforts 
to reach the lost. Yet, the question implies that mis
sionaries are unsuccessful, or they are not working 
hard enough, unless there are many baptisms. 

The success of any missionary or preacher of the 
gospel does not depend on how many people are 
baptized. Jesus said: "Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that belie
veth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that belie
veth not shall be damned" (Mark 16:15-16). 

One is successful when he goes and preaches the 
gospel. How many converts did Noah have when he 
preached the Word of God to those in sin? Yet, Noah 
was successful because he carried out the command 
of God to preach. Paul told Timothy to "Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort with all longsuffering and doc
trine" (2 Tim. 4:2). When the Word of God is pro
claimed, there will be baptisms, not because of gim
micks or entertainment, but because the "gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth: to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" 
(Rom. 1:16). 

Several important questions should be asked be
fore missionaries are sent into the field. These same 
questions should be asked of every gospel preacher 
before he is asked to serve a local congregation. 
They should also be asked of each prospective Bible 
class teacher. They are foundation questions, which 
form the standard for the teaching and preaching of 
the Word of God. 

The first question that should be asked pertains to 
the inspiration of the Word of God. "Do you affirm 
that all of the Bible is the inerrant, verbally inspired 
revelation of God to man?" The authority of the scrip
tures comes from its being the infallible Word of God! 
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If a missionary or teacher answers ,....-----..., 
"no" to this question, then he has 
nothing to teach or preach because 
he has no confidence in the message 
he is supposed to proclaim. 

If the answer to the above ques
tion is in the affirmative, the next 
question will determine the success 
of the work of the teacher. "Will Rod Rutherford 

you work hard and be diligent in 
your efforts to take God's Word to those lost in sin?" 
If the prospective missionary answers "yes" and is 
true to his affirmation, then he will be a success re
gardless of the number he baptizes! 

When Jesus gave the Great Commission, he also 
commanded that further teaching be done: "Teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen" (Matt. 28:20). After a person is 
baptized, the job is not complete until he is taught to 
"observe all things." Helping new converts grow in 
Christ takes time. Too many times new converts fall 
back into the world because Bible teaching stopped at 
the baptistry. 

There has been a great amount of service for the 
cause of Christ that has resulted in multitudes obey
ing the gospel. But there has also been a great 
amount of service for the cause of Christ with very 
little visible results. Both are successful because men 
had the faith to go and teach the gospel, thereby glo
rifying God with their actions. Only those who are 
not spiritually minded believe that a faithful mis
sionary is a failure if he has not baptized a large 
number of people. Let us do the work of an evange
list to "preach the word" and leave the numbers up 
to God (2 Tim. 4:2; 1 Cor. 3:6). 
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Valley Lessons 
By Andrea Place 

0 ne Friday I quit my job. I was in college and 
working and the stress became more than I 
could take. I didn't tell the big boss. He 

wasn't there, so I told one of the men working under 
him, and I turned in my key. 

The boss never bothered to call me to verify that 
I quit, or to try to talk me into staying. I was crushed. 
Not only had I believed that I was a valuable member 
of the staff, but I considered all of them to be my 
friends. It was a small company and everyone knew 
everyone. So, even though I was the one who quit, I 
felt hurt and dejected - down in the valley. 

I know that there are many people stuck in their 
own valleys right now, some much darker and 
deeper than the one I was in. But, I believe there are 
several important valley lessons. 

1. You can't have mountains without valleys. 
2. The deeper the valleys the taller the moun

tains. 
3. God loves you and is in control- never quit 

believing. 
4. You have to climb the mountain to get out of 

the valley. 
5. Being in the valley can give perspective. 
6. The climb from the valley makes one stron

ger. 
7. The mountain behind you has been con

quered, look forward to the next peak. 
8. Just because the valley may be dark and ugly 

doesn't mean you have to be dark and ugly. 
The biblical example that leaps to mind is Job. 

The way he deals with his time in the valley is an ex
ample for us all to follow. 

At the beginning Job is at the top. He had it all. 
He had seven sons, three daughters, seven thousand 
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of 
oxen and five hundred female donkeys. He was the 
greatest man of all the people of the East. He was 
blameless and upright. 

Just because he was righteous didn't mean that 
he couldn't still take a tumble down into the valley, 
and he did. In a short time Job lost his property, his 
children, and his health. 

Now, did Job do something horribly bad to bring 
God's wrath down on him? The answer is no, there 

is nothing to indicate that he sinned or did anything 
wrong. His tragedy came because that prince of 
liars, Satan, wanted to challenge Almighty God. 

The important thing to look at is Job's reaction 
to this tragedy. Did he get angry and curse God over 
this grievous injustice? The answer is again a re
sounding no. 

Job blessed God saying "The Lord gave and the 
Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the 
Lord" Uob 1:21). 

Job said: 
For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He 
shall stand at last on the earth: And after my 
skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I 
shall see God, Whom I shall see for myself, And 
my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my 
bean yearns within me! (Job 19:25-27). 

Did you hear that? He praised God and recog
nized that God is Lord and Redeemer. He knew that 
truth and right will out - would ultimately prevail 
and bring a blessing. 

[l]f any man ministereth, ministering as of the 
strength which God supplieth: that in all things 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, 
whose is the glory and the dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen (1 Pet. 4: 11). 

Nay, in all these things we are more than con
querors through him that loved us. For I am per
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things 
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to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord (Rom 8:37-39). 

Another thing, he did not dwell on his situation. 
He didn't writhe in self-pity. Job knew that if the rest 
of his life was miserable, the reward would be worth 
it. To "see" God at last would be worth withstanding 
the deepest valley hell's vile snake could throw him in. 

Many can handle the little valleys of life, but 
there is one valley most people fear. It looks darker 
and deeper than any other valley. It is the valley of 
the shadow of death. 

Don't fall for Satan's trick. He wants you to 
think that it's dark, grim and impenetrable, and that 
there is no escape and nothing on the other side. 

Don't even look into that puny valley. It has been 
conquered for you. Focus on the mountain that's on 
the other side. It's more majestic and glorious than 
any other you will ever see. On it sits a city with Pearly 
Gates, and a street of gold. And in that city there is no 
sorrow only happiness. In this city it never gets dark, 
there is no night, it's light is the glory of your Holy 
Father, waiting to welcome you with open arms. 

Your brother Jesus, went through that valley. He 
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forged a trail for you, and freed you from the dread 
of death. He conquered that valley and is waiting for 
you in a glorious city at the door of a mansion that's 
just waiting for you. That vision should keep you 
from ever being afraid again. 

Fear not, Abram, I am thy shield (Gen. 15:1) 
Fear not, I am with thee (Gen. 26:24) 
Be strong and of good courage, fear not, nor 

be affrighted at them: for Jehovah thy God, he it 
is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, 
nor forsake thee (Deut. 31:6). 

For I, Jehovah thy God, will hold thy right 
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee 
(lsa. 41:13). 

Fear not: ye are of more value than many 
sparrows (Luke 12: 7). 

Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom (Luke 
12:32). 

But even if ye should suffer for righteousness' 
sake, blessed are ye: and fear not their fear, nei
ther be troubled (1 Pet. 3:14). 

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as one 
dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, say
ing, Fear not; I am the first and the last (Rev. 
1:17). 

Fear not the things which thou art about to 
suffer: behold, the devil is about to cast some of 
you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye 
shall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life 
(Rev. 2:10). 

Let not your heart be troubled: believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father's house 
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
come again, and will receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also. And 
whither I go, ye know the way Uohn 14:1-4). 
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The Gunman's Gone 
By Ken Gardner 

I t happened in our neighborhood - just down 
the street and around the corner. A gunman en
tered a daycare and took sixty children hos

tage. Our friends' three grandchildren were among 
them. Finally, after a day and a half, it was over. No 
one was hurt. The gunman's gone. 

We're left with mixed emotions (peace within, 
fears without). We ask ourselves, just how should we 
as Christians respond to such a crisis? 

Now that it's over, of course, all of us are greatly 
relieved that no one was hurt and things are back to 
normal. We count our blessings. We're thankful that 
something like this hasn't happened to us before, 
that our own children weren't there, and that the 
children who were held hostage were all released 
unharmed. 

We're thankful for policemen with guns who risk 
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their lives protecting us. We're thankful for all who 
helped in the crisis: counselors, teachers, school ad
ministrators, city officials and just ordinary people, 
family and friends and neighbors who pulled to
gether in a time of crisis, who were there for one an
other, who hugged each other and cried together 
and comforted one another. We're thankful that we 
ourselves have not been overwhelmed by our prob
lems and driven to desperate acts. 

But while it was all going on we were afraid -
maybe even terrified. We often feel it is a sin to worry, 
and while it's true we ought not to worry about little 
things, as Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount, 
there are many things we should worry about. The 
apostle Paul worried about the lost (Rom. 9:1-3) and 
about weak Christians (2 Cor. 11:28). More people 
should worry about their soul's salvation. 

So, should we tell parents not to worry about 
their children held hostage by a gunman? It is natu
ral for us to worry about those we love. On the other 
hand, Christians possess a certain stability that 
comes from knowing that God knows and under
stands, and that there's a better life for all of God's 
children (both the big ones and the little ones) after 
this life. 

We were worried, and that's okay, because our 
worry came from our love. We love those children, 
and our hearts went out to their families. Our love 
grew as we saw the tears of anxious moms and dads 
and brothers and sisters and grandparents. In a way 
we became better people, a little more loving, com
passionate, and forgiving, as we wept with others 
who were weeping. 

Some were confused. How could God let this 
happen? Job was confused and called on God to ex
plain why he was suffering. God listened to this 
god ly man, but when he finally responded to Job's 
questions, he still left Job- and you and me- in 
the dark. 

We're just not in a position to understand all that 
happens. We should understand that God does not 
interfere with the ability each of us has to choose be
tween good and evil. When the wicked choose evil 
the innocent may suffer. 
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More than a few of us were angry. How could 
anyone do such a thing? The very idea, taking chil
dren hostage! 

We tend to think of anger as a sin, bur it's really 
not. Jesus was angry when he cleansed the temple. 
Of course, it's wrong to get angry over little things, 
or to lose control and cause harm because we're an
gry. Anger is usually very destructive, so we must be 
very, very careful when we're angry, but the fact of 
the matter is, wherever there's injustice and sin, we 
should be angry, in the sense of righteous indigna
tion. 

Beneath it all, we feel sadness. We're sad that lives 
were endangered and that we live in a society where 
such things happen. It's not the kind of sadness that 
destroys us, however; it motivates us. We'll work long 
and hard to prevent such incidents in the future. The 
other kind of sadness, the kind that destroys, was, 
ironically, the cause of this entire incident. 

The poet writes of those who lead lives of quiet 
desperation, and we wonder how many of them 
there are. Life didn't turn out as they had hoped. 
There is doubt and insecurity, family problems, and 
financial burdens. Their problem is not so much evil 
as it is emptiness. Their lives are more characterized 
by meaninglessness than maliciousness. They never 
really meant to harm anyone, but they often do, and 
usually themselves more anyone else. 

May the desperate find help before they are 
pushed over the edge. May we reach out to them in 
humility. May every careless, reckless, angry, danger
ous, hate-filled sinner repent and turn to the God of 
all mercy. May the suffering find solace and surcease 
from sorrow. May every little child know that he be
longs to the kingdom. 

3939 Merriman Dr. 
Plano, TX 75074 

FF 

Reproducible Bible Class Books 
for Adults and Children 
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Teresa 0. Cotham 
Is Beautified 

Teresa Naomi Overby was born Sept. 17, 1914, 
in Henryetta, Okla., while her father was at 
tending Cordell Christian College and preach

ing for the church. She passed from this life Wednes
day, Jan. 7, 1998, at Baylor Hospital in Dallas. 

The lovely Teresa battled a lung problem for many 
years. Her early childhood was spent in Murray, Ky., 
and later in Tennessee, and then in Muskogee, Okla. 
She graduated from high school in Muskogee and 
attended Abilene Christian College. 

Teresa married Perry Cotham in Muskogee on 
June 25, 1936- Perry had moved to Shawnee in 
1934 to preach for the church. They moved to Okla
homa City, Wewoka, and Duncan, Okla.; Nashville, 
Tenn.; Paris, Grand Prairie, and Big Spring, Texas. 
Teresa and Perry were a team. 

In 1972 they returned to Grand Prairie to do 
worldwide evangelistic work under the oversight of 
the Skillman Church of Christ in Dallas. Teresa taught 
pre-school at Turnpike for several years. She loved 
little children. More recently she helped to provide 
free Bible literature by working for Mission Printing 
in Arlington, Texas. 

She helped her husband in making mission trips to 
Sao Paulo, the islands of the West Indies, and many 
meetings and lectureships in the United States 

Teresa was preceded in death by her parents, 
Coleman and Beatrice Overby, her oldest sister, 
Rachel, and an infant son, J ames Harding Cotham. 
She is survived, in addition to her husband, by a son, 
Perry Coleman Cotham and daughter-in-law Glenda 
of Franklin, Tenn.; a daughter, Nan Elizabeth 
Macleod and son-in-law, Edward, of Arlington, and a 
son, Harry Don Cotham, and daughter-in-law, Kay, of 
Houston. She is also survived by grandchildren -
Teresa Langsdon, Michelle Renaldi, Anne Macleod, 
Prentice, Ryan, Reed and Rebekah Cotham - and 4 
great-grandchildren. 

She was an angel of delight. 
."And I heard the voice from heaven saying, 

Write, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labors; for their works follow with 
them." FF 



Perverting Worship 
By Danny Bennett 

There is a dedicated effort on the part of change 
agents to mutate our worship in song. The ef
fort affects the type of songs being used and the 

format in which the song is presented. Most of this is 
borrowed from the denominations. As a result, con
gregations, as well as the youth in their devotionals, 
are singing songs that contain doctrinal error. 

Lynn Anderson claims, "For many young people 
in our churches and for the non-churched, much of 
our music is a foreign language" (Navigating the 
Winds of Change, Unnumbered preface page preced
ing chapter nine). Anderson asserts "to communicate 
in the changing heartfelt languages of the people, 
musical styles in worship must also keep changing" 
(p. 126). He adds, "New songs express new spiritual 
vistas ... not only cultural variety, but spiritual 
growth calls for the creating of new and varied mu
sic" (p. 125). 

Rubel Shelly says we must not "close off creativ
ity from the Spirit of God" (The Second Incarnation, 
p. 131). 

Anderson and Shelly both advocate unscriptural 
changes in our singing format - choirs, solos, and 
instrumental music, or quasi-instruments. They at
tempt to justify this new way of worship by an im
proper exegesis of 1 Corinthians 14:26, Ephesians 
5:19, and Colossians 3:16, which are the very pas
sages that condemn "special music" as opposed to 
congregational singing. They prefer the unreliable 
and often dangero us New International Version of 
the Bible. 

The songs that saints have sung over the years 
with their grand themes of assurance, guidance, the 
cross, promises, heaven, and submission are attacked 
as meaningless. The new wave favors contemporary, 
touchy-feely, songs. 

Here are a few samples: 
"Got a reason for livin' again (uh-uh-hu) ... for 

laughin' again (uh-uh-hu)" 
"Ooooo ... H eaven is in my heart" 
"Give someone a hug, and sing, sing, sing " 
Many of these new songs contain doctrinal error, 

such as: 
Direct Operation of the Holy Spirit: "Open My 

Eyes, That I May See - Open my eyes ... my ears .. . 
my mouth ... Place in my hands the wonderful key .. . 
illumine me " 

My Eyes Are Dry - "Soften it up with oil and 
wine " 

Faith only: "Only believe-don't doubt it " 
He's Still Working on Me - "He loves me as I 

am" 
Premillennialism: We Are One - "And they pray 

that our unity will one day be restored" 
Impossibility of apostasy: "Nevermore will I be 

alone since He, Promised me that we never would 
part" 

Second-chance theory: "Back, back train and get 
your load" 

Pentecostalism: "Stand up and Shout it, if you 
love my Jesus" 

Nearly 20 years in existence .. . and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

ENG YING 
HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 

4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 

Phone (60 895-8437 
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"Jesus is a friend, is a friend next to ya ... Give 
somebody a hug, give a hug next to ya... Take 
somebody's hand, somebody's hand next to ya" 

"Father ... Jesus ... Spirit ... we worship you." 
Subjectivism replaces objective truth in much of 

what is being offered to us as new and different. "I 
marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that 
called you in the grace of Christ unto a different gos
pel; which is not another gospel only there are some 
that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of 

Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach unto you any gospel other than that 
which we preached unto you, let him be anathema" 
(Gal. 1:6-8). 

Lynn Anderson says, "The howling winds of 
change are filling our ears and our churches with the 
sounds of new music!" 

What he hears may be the winds that fan the 
fires of hell (Matt. 10:28). 6205 Wall Triana 

Madison, AL 35757-7207 
Fp 

Change for Our Children? 
By Tim Nichols 

Much has been said in recent years concern
ing the self-proclaimed "change agents" 
among churches of Christ. Biblically, we 

have already shown that they do not have a leg to 
stand on and that the Bible is not one of the legs on 
which they are attempting to stand. My purpose, 
here, is not to deal fully with their ideas on the basis 
of the Bible, but to make some observations about 
the internal logic of this party's platform. 

Plank # 1 seems to be that the church must make 
drastic changes because culture is constantly changing 
and we must become more relevant for the sake of our 
children in coming generations. With the new millen
nium on the horizon, this idea seems to be especially 
significant to those who press it. This thinking was 
widespread at end of the last century; it may be even 
more so as we approach a year with three zeros. 

Go back and read some old magazines. Popular 
Mechanics would be a good choice. Look at all of the 
predictions about how we were supposed to be living 
and thinking by now. They supposed that we would 
have robots doing all our work. We laugh at what they 
thought our dress and fashion would be like. We are 
amused, 14 years later, at the predictions that George 
Orwell made concerning 1984. The truth is that cul
ture changes, styles change, people change, and even 
styles of thinking change among large populations 
within a culture - but almost never change in ways 
that are predictable. The change agents of the last 
century (progressives) were quite certain that the 
church needed to change so that future generations 
would flock to it. They divided the church over it and 
started the "Christian Church." Those who failed to 

16 ~~ Found!~!! 

see their great vision for the future continued trying to 
be simply the church revealed in the New Testament. 
Contrary to the predictions of the progressives, those 
who remained with simple New Testament Christian
ity became the fastest growing religious body in 
America by the middle of our current century. The 
progressives - who felt certain that they knew what 
the next generation would need and want - experi
enced no such growth. 

Would it not be more honest for change agents 
simply to say, "We want to make changes now because 
we want them now"? Those who project their own 
desires onto the next generation may feel honorable 
and unselfish for expressing their wishes in this way. 
Unless, however, their ability to predict the future far 
surpasses that of all previous generations, they are 
likely mistaken every time they anticipate the needs 
and movements ,i future generations. Since culture 
continuously changes, it is not reasonable to demand 
changes today to satisfy our children tomorrow. 

Brethren, let's stick with the old plan. If there are 
changes that need to be made in individual Christians 
and independent local churches, they need to be made 
to conform to the will of God as expressed in the 
Bible. No reasonable man denies that such flaws exist 
and need mending. But to try to remodel the Lord's 
church with human hands to prepare it for the next 
generation to move in is both rebellious and unrea
sonable. Let's never forget that "his mercy is on them 
that fear him from generation to generation" (Luke 
1:50). Route 1, Box 206A 

Burlington, WV 26710 
Fp 



Preaching ••• Benefits and Dangers 
of Illustrations 

By Jess Hall 

Illustrations are to a sermon what meat tenderizer 
is to a tough steak - it makes the steak edible 
without reducing either the nutrients or the 

amount of meat. It is no wonder that people remem
ber illustrations longer than they remember points. Il
lustrations make the obscure plain and bridge the gap 
between the biblical and the modern world. While 
whoever said "a picture is worth a thousand words" 
was not thinking of sermon illustrations, it is true that 
one effective illustration is worth a thousand words of 
content. An illustration enables the hearer to compre
hend a concept by relating it to his or her experience. 
They understand the illustration and through it see a 
common sense application that they realize will work 

Cane Ridge 
Restoration Lectureship 

"What the Bible Says" 
-Thursday-Sunday

July 30-August 2 

V. P. Black 
Everette Donaldson 
Garland Elkins 
C. Wayne Kilpatrick 

Eddie Craft 
Adron Doran 

Thomas Holland 
Basil Overton 

Song leader - Todd Walker 
For the ladies 

Margie Overton 

-sunday afternoon worship
Cane Ridge Meeting House 

North Lexington Church of Christ 
549 Parkside Dr. 

Lexington, Kentucky 40505 
(606) 299-9511 

in their lives. They are persuaded by the truth of their 
own experience. It is at this point that the sermon 
begins to be effective in the hearers' lives. This is espe
cially important when dealing with controversial sub
jects. It is a rare hearer who engages in even mental 
debate with the preacher while an illustration is being 
presented. To the contrary, the mind stays open and 
the hearers find themselves agreeing with common 
sense principles in the illustration. Having accepted 
these principles in a non-challenging, non-confronta
tional illustration, the hearer is then more apt to ac
cept the same principles when applied to a controver
sial subject. 

Recognizing these and other benefits, preachers 
sometimes do not consider the dangers of illustra
tions. For example, there is a danger that he may treat 
the illustration as an end in itself instead of a means to 
an end. The preacher's goal is to explore, explain, and 
convince of God's truth. That goal is not necessarily 
reached by waves of laughter or tears. Attention must 
ultimately be focused on the truth to be illumined, not 
the lamp (illustration) used for that purpose. It does 
the hearer little good if only the illustration is remem
bered while the truth illustrated is forgotten. 

There is a danger of applying analogies improp-

A Sobbing Prophet 
(continued from page 1) 

where truth is sacrificed to achieve an organic union 
with the denominational world. 

The church would merely become a sister de
nomination in a world already filled with strife, con
fusion, and infidelity. Forgotten would be the plea to 
abandon human creeds and confessions of faith and 
return to simple New Testament Christianity. No 
longer would we hear the cries: "Back to the Bible," 
and "Where the Bible speaks we speak and where 
the Bible is silent we are silent." 

"Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?" 
2426 Lacosta Dr. 

Bartlett, 1N 38134 
Fp 
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erly or ambiguously. For example, does "I slept like a 
baby" mean that the speaker slept soundly with the 
innocence of a child? Or does it mean that the 
speaker awakened every few hours and screamed for 
food and attention? 

There is a danger of using too many or too few il
lustrations. If there are too few, then the sermon will 
have its greatest appeal to those who are most gifted 
at abstract thinking. The preacher who uses too many 
illustrations is like a woman who uses too much 
makeup -beauty is hidden rather than enhanced. In 
spite of the benefits, more is not necessarily better. 
Illustrations cannot be used as a substitute for sub
stance. 

There is a danger of using inaccurate illustrations. 
History or personal experience may be incorrectly 
stated or "stretched" to make a better illustration. 
Thinking to make the illustration more effective, a 
preacher may describe the experiences of others as his 
own. In some instances, like a lectureship when two 
different preachers both told the same story in the 
first person, all hearers will detect the untruthfulness. 
Hearers who recognize the inaccuracy lose faith in the 
honesty of the preacher, and rightfully so. If an illus
tration doesn't fit, do not force it. Preaching is not a 
game of horseshoes - close doesn't count. 

There is a danger of using illustrations that are 
out of proportion to the point being made. A 
five-minute illustration should not be used to sup
port a two-minute sub-point. 

There is a danger of betraying confidences in the 
use of personal or church-family illustrations. The 
preacher should never assume that his hearers have 
no knowledge of and cannot recognize persons, liv
ing or dead, in other congregations where he has 
preached. If his hearers believe that they will become 
an illustration, they will not confide in or otherwise 
seek the help of the preacher. 

There is a danger that laughter from humorous 
illustrations will be mistaken for understanding and 
persuasion. Research shows that when humor in
creases, persuasion diminishes. A widely known jury 
consultant advises his clients to use no humor with 
the jury. While that is perhaps an extreme position, 
to have even a chance of being effective, humor must 
be natural to the speaker. 

There is a danger that illustrations will be used 
primarily to play on the emotions, causing emotion to 
rule over the reason and the heart to rule over the 
mind. A sermon without emotion is warped; a sermon 
with uncontrolled emotion is wrong and abusive. 

18 May 1998 
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In spite of the dangers, the best speakers, recog
nizing the power and persuasion of effective illustra
tions, never preach a sermon without them. They se
lect them carefully, prepare them thoughtfully, and 
present them properly. All preachers who want to 
preach Christ persuasively will do the same. 

10880 Memorial Dr. 
Houston, TX 77021# 

Jonesboro 
Tragedy 

T hough most of us did not know the 
people personally, we still feel a fel
lowship of sorrow for those who were 

hurt and for the survivors of those who were 
killed in the Arkansas massacre. Most of the 
people involved were from Bono, a suburb or 
Jonesboro. We weep with them that weep 

It heightens our pity to learn that many of 
the people directly involved in this tragedy 
were members of the church. Sharon Wright, 
the teacher who was killed in the unequal 
melee, was a member of the Bono congrega
tion. Lynette Thetford, the teacher who was 
shot but not killed, is the wife of one of the 
elders at Bono. Susan Porter, 11, the student 
who is recovering from gunshot wounds, is 
the little daughter of members of the Bono 
church. Others who were killed or injured 
had relatives who were members of the body 
of Christ. "If one member suffereth, all the 
members suffer with it., 

Benny Baker is the preacher for the Bono 
congregation. His mailing address is Bono 
Church of Christ, 211 Church Street, Bono, 
AR 72416. Condolences are in order. 

The question is why? Why would children 
behave in such an inhuman way? Children 
have no concept of life or death, no concept 
of respect, no concept of God. Well, why 
should they? 

"And mine eye shall not spare thee, nether 
will I have pity, but I will bring thy ways 
upon thee, and thine abominations shall be 
in the midst of thee: and ye shall know that I 
am Jehovah" (Ezek. 7:4). 

!): 



Religion by Popular Vote 
By Dan Flournoy 

Aseries of articles on the Virgin Mary ap
peared in Newsweek magazine (Aug. 25, 
1997) which demonstrate again how far from 

the truth the Roman Catholic Church continues to 
go. Rather than accepting the Bible as God's final 
authority in matters of religion, the Roman Church 
has for centuries opted for religion by popular vote. 

According to the Newsweek article by Kenneth L. 
Woodward entitled "Hail~ MaryN over the last four 
years the pope has received 4,340,429 signatures 
from 157 countries- an average of 100,000 a month 
-urging him to make an "infallible" pronouncement 
that the Vrrgin Mary is "Co-Redemptrix~ Mediatrix of 
All Graces and Advocate for the People of God.~~ While 
Pope John Paul II has not yet made such an "Infal
lible" decree, he has referred to her as "Co-Redem
trix" at least five times and often refers to her role as 
"co-operator in the Redemption" according to 
Newsweek. 

The love affair with Mary began in the fourth 
century with the idea that Mary was a perpetual vir
gin. Since there is nothing in the Bible that would even 
remotely suggest such a thing, the Roman Church 
called together a group of churchmen (so-called 
"bishops") and took a vote. Presto .•. the Council of 
Lateran in 649 decreed by popular vote that Mary was 
and always will be a virgin. Never mind that the Bible 
teaches that Mary was the mother of numerous chil
dren in addition to our Lord (Matt. 13:55). 

In 431 the Third Ecumenical Council of Ephe
sus assumed the authority to affirm by popular vote 
that Mary should be designated "Mother of God." 
While the New Testament writers refer to Mary as 
the "mother of the Lord" and "the mother of Jesus" 
(Luke 1:43; John 2:1) she is never called "Mother of 
God"! 

It was not until 1854 that the doctrine of the 
so-called "immaculate conception" of Mary was de
clared a dogma of the Roman Catholic Church by 
Pope Pius IX. Because of another false doctrine, 
original sin, it became necessary to pronounce that 
Mary was born free from the stain of original sin. 
Coupled with these two false doctrines is a third 
voted on by the Council of Trent (1545-1563) which 
teaches that Mary was free from all actual or per-

sonal sins. Of course Mary is never described in. the 
Bible as being an exception to the universal sinful
ness of mankind (Rom. 3:23). On the contrary, Mary 
herself declared, "My spirit doth rejoice in God my 
Saviour" (Luke 1 :4 7). 

Catholics have long prayed to Mary and looked 
to her as a mediator between man and God which 
contradicts 1 Timothy 2:5 "There is one God and 
one mediator between God and man~ Christ Jesus." 
Now Catholics, at the rate of 100,000 per month are 
urging the pope to declare Mary a "Co-Redemptrix, 
Mediator of All Graces and Advocate for the People 
of God." Once again, by popular vote the Word of 
God is ignored, and Mary will likely be elevated to a 
position equal to that of Christ. We urge all to accept 
the authority of Jesus and renounce such blasphemy 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Col. 1-18; 2:10; Eph. 1:20-23). 

1202 N. Beltline Rd. 
Irving, TX 75061 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

"Preaching the Word- Defending the Faith" 

"One of the finest and most thorough two-year 
Bible programs know to me. It is completely Bible 
based. rigorous, and demanding •••• Founded in 
1978, Southwest graduates are recognized as 
true 'Men of the Book' who are sound and effec
tive evangelistsiD 
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Western Ohio Valley 
Firm Foundation Lectureship 

Sunday, June 7 

-June 7·10, 1998-

We Can Know That We Know 
The Epistle of First John 

9:30 a.m ••••••••••••••...•. Introduction to First John ......•.••••...•.••.•..••••.•.......•.•.•.•.....•••••.•••••••••••••••••. John Daniels 
10:30 a.m ••.•.............•• We Can Know That We Know .••.•••••••••......................•..••••••••••••••••••• Bruce Daugherty 
6:00 p.m ••••..•.•••.•..•••• Keynote: We Can Know Jesus Christ (1 John 1 :1-4) •.•.•••••••••••••••••••• Richard Melson 

Monday, June B 
9:00a.m .••••......••...... Jesus, the Advocate (2:1-2) •..••....•....•••••••.•...•••••.•.............•••.•..•.•.•.•••••.••• John Barcus 

10:00 a.m ••••..•.........••• We Can Walk in the Ught (1:5-10) .....•.........................••••••..•..•••••••.........• John Brown 
11 :00 a.m •.•......•..••.••.• We Can Keep the Commandments (2:3-6) ............................................ Dan Goddard 
1:00 p.m ••.••••••••••••••.• Love, an Old Commandment Made New (2:7-11) ................................. Keith Mosher 
2:00p.m •••.••••••••••••••• We Can Overcome the Evil One (2:12-14) ............•.•...•.•..••••••...•.•••• David P. Stevens 
3:00p.m ••••••.••••••••••.• We Can Love the Father (2:15-17) ....................................................... Larry Shatzer 
7:00 p.m .••••••••.•.••••••• Keynote: We Can Know the Spirit of Truth (4:1-6) .•••••............•.•..• Jackie Stearsman 

Monday, June 9 
9:00 a.m .•••••••••••••••••• Jesus, the Christ (2:18-22) .............•..••.•.......•.......••••••••••••.•.•......•••.•.•••••••• Terry Jones 

1 0:00 a.m .•••••.•••••••••.•• We Can Believe What We Have Heard (2:24-27) •.••••.•••••••••••• Frank Higgenbotham 
11 :00 a.m ••••••••••••••••••• We Can Be Bold (2:28-3:3) .........•.•........••••••••••••••••••••.••.•...••••••.•...• Jackie Stearsman 
1 :00 p.m •••••••••••••.•.••• Love, in Deed and Truth (3: 11-18) ................................................... Perry B. Cotham 
2:00 p.m ••••••••••••••••••• We Can Do Righteousness ((3:4-1 O) ....................................................... Tim Nichols 
3:00p.m .•••••••••••••••••• We Can Have Assurance (3:19-24) ....................................................... Brian Adkins 
7:00 p.m ••••••••••••••••••• Keynote: We Can Know Love for One Another (4:19-5:3) •••••••• Emanuel Daugherty 

Wednesday, June 10 
9:00a.m •••••••••••.•.•••.. Jesus, the Savior (4:13-18) ...........•......•••••••••••••.•••••••..••........•••••••••••••••••••••••• Brad Poe 

1 0:00 a.m ••••.••.••••••••••• We Can Overcome the World (5:4-5) ......................................................... Mark Bass 
11 :00 a.m ••.......•.•••.•..• We Can Believe the Witness of God (5:6-12) •..••.•.•.•..•.•.•...••••.•••••••••••• Eddie Whitten 
1:00 p.m •••.•••••.•.••.•.•• Love, It Is of God (4:7-12) .....•.•....•...•••.•••.....•.....•..•••••••••.•••••••••.•.•..•••.••••• Paul Hoover 
2:00 p.m •••••..•.......•.•. We Can Pray (5:14-17) ..••...••..•••••••••••••••••........•..•••.•••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• Keith Cozart 
3:00p.m ••••••••••••.•...•. We Can Guard Ourselves (5:18-21) ..................................................... Darrln Chapel 
7:00p.m .•••••••.•••.•••.•. Keynote: We Can now That We Have Eternal Ufe (5:13) ••••.•.• H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
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Lunch provided by the ladles at Northridge 

--Brad Poe Director-
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

How Petite Are You? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Those who have involved themselves in any 
phase of personal work, whether studying 
with a prospective convert or trying to re

deem the wayward member, are often met with a 
declaration which says, in essence, "There are hypo
crites in that church. I'm as good as they are." It is 
interesting to observe that the comparison is never 
made with the more dedicated Christian. 

As a child, I often played the familiar game of hide 
and seek. It did not take long to realize that, to hide 
successfully, I must choose an object or space bigger 
than I. Otherwise, I was not completely concealed. 
Applying this same proven principle, those who "hide 
behind" the hypocrite must be smaller than he is- an 
unenviable predicament. 

The Bible plainly declares that each of us will give 
an account of our own deeds. "So then every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God" (Rom. 14:12 -
italics added). How comforting it is to know that none 
of us will have to give account for the actions of an
other. If we watch ourselves, we will be busy. 

"But every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed" Qames 1:14). No 
one will answer for the deeds of the hypocrite except 
the hypocrite. Knowing that he (the hypocrite) is out 
of favor with God, why would any rational thinking 
person choose to hide behind him as an excuse for 
not doing right? 

Paul, through inspiration, reveals that we are to 
"work out your own salvation with fear and trem
bling" (Phil. 2: 12). Salvation is an individual matter. 
In judgment we will be judged by what we ourselves 
have done in this life (Gal. 6:4). We are to examine 
ourselves. "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in 
the faith; prove your own selves" (2 Cor. 13 :5). "For 
by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemned" (Matt. 12:37). 

The Lord has never accepted excuses (Luke 
14:18-20). Rather than seeking someone on who to 
place the blame for our wrongdoing and/or negli
gence toward God we need to face the reality that 
we alone are responsible. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught a valu-

able lesson to which we should give 
heed. He cautions against rash judg
ment of another. (Note he does not 
condemn all judgment for he in
structs that we learn to discern be
tween good fruit and evil fruit [Matt. 
7:16-20]). 

Humans are quick to spot the 
mote in their brother's eye but often completely miss 
the beam in their own eye. In other words, we can 
spot the sins of another yet ignore or refuse to con
cede that we have sins of our own. Note the language 
of verse 5 in chapter 7. Jesus styles such blindness as 
hypocritical. "Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam 
of thine own eye." Is this not saying that when we try 
to hide behind the hypocrite in the church we our
selves are hypocrites? And remember, to hide we must 
be smaller than the object behind which we are trying 
to hide. 

It is past time that we face reality. When we stub
bornly refuse to obey God's will, we are hurting our
selves most of all. When we try to excuse our conduct 
because someone did not speak to us, because we do 
not feel we are appreciated enough or are not given 
enough recognition or prominence, whom are we 
fooling? When we let wrong influences keep us from 
serving God or succumb to family pressures we are 
separating ourselves from a right relationship with 
God. And we must answer for the choice we make. 
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Potpourri ••. 
Marilyn Manson is a transvestite who enter

tains unsuspecting young people with 
shock rock music. The Manson message in

cludes every psychologically damaging thing from 
Satanism to suicide. Raymond Kuntz says his 15-year
old son showed him a Marilyn Manson CD before 
committing suicide. The distraught father is quoted in 
Newsweek (Nov. 17, 1997) as having said, "I failed to 
recognize that my son was holding a hand grenade 
and it was live and it was going to go off in his mind." 

We need to pay some attention, without overre
acting, to what our kids are putting in their eyes and 
ears and mouths. It is not what goes in but what 
comes out that defiles (Matt. 15: 11). Still, it is often 
true that what comes out is what has gone in. We 
need some filters. 

Marriage 
0 "If you say that marriage need not be sexually 

exclusive, nor irrevocable, nor devoted to child-rear
ing, nor a sacred sign of anything beyond the partici
pants' mutual self-interest - you have taken away 
all its essential parts but, obscurely, retained the 
same label." 

"For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two 
shall become one flesh. This mystery is great: but I 
speak in regard of Christ and of the church. Never
theless do ye also severally love each one his own 
wife even as himself; and let the wife see that she 
fear her husband" (Eph 5 :31-33). 

food for r6oughf 
OSamuel McComb (Voice, Nov./Dec. 1997) said, 

"There is, perhaps, no body of men so guilty of frit
tering away their time in trivialities, in a fussy pa
rade of being busy, as ministers of religion." 

Hey, wait - I didn't say all of them. You are, of 
course, exempted. 

In too many congregations worship has degener
ated into what is called "celebrating community," 
which is really celebrating self. Worship should con
vey a sense of infinity or eternity- the world be
yond. Touchie-feelie type worship is earth-bound 
and self-defeating. Oh, its sensual- that is, physical 
rather than spiritual or intellectual - but then so 
was the worship of Ashtoreth. It gets a crowd, but so 
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does Marilyn Manson. It makes people jump and 
jerk but it does not reach the soul of pure and unde
filed religion. If worship degenerates into the frenzy 
of fans at a football game, it has about the same 
value as a sports contest and the good it does lasts 
about as long. It has no real power or magnetism. 
People who are spiritual are alienated by trivialized 
or freakish worship. Lofty thoughts of six-winged 
seraphim, covering face and feet, and crying, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty are re
placed by buffoons with balloons, and banners with 
greeting-card sentiments. The thoughtful will not 
tolerate paltry, petty, picayune nonsense and call it 
worship. "Which things have indeed a show of wis
dom in will-worship, and humility, and severity to 
the body; but are not of any value against the indul
gence of the flesh." We must rise above back-slap
ping and chatter and unfunny jokes and pop-psy
chology blather and "seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God." 
Those who clap-clap-clap for the silly songs of spe
cial groups, drama skits, and for the clowns in the 
pulpit are not making a joyful noise unto the Lord, 
but only to the amateurish entertainers. 

SuHer the liHie Childrea 
OThe Office of the Press Secretary at the White 

House released a presidential proclamation designat
ing October 12, 1997, as "National Children's Day." 
In the first paragraph of the presidential declaration, 
Bill Clinton states: 

With the binh of every child, the world becomes 
new again. Within each new infant lies enor
mous potential- potential for loving, for learn
ing, and for making life better for others. But 
this potential must be nurtured. Just as seeds 
need fertile soil, warm sunshine, and gentle rain 
to grow, so do our children need a caring envi
ronment, the security of knowing they are 
loved, and the encouragement and opponunity 
to make the most of their God-given talents. 
There is no more urgent task before us, as a 
people and as a nation, than creating such an en
vironment for America's children. 

On October 10, 1997, at around 4:30 p.m.-less 
than an hour after issuing his Children's Day procla
mation - Bill Clinton issued another proclamation 
-his veto of the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act. 



Dum-Dee-Dum-Dum 
OThe Freedom from Religion Foundation put a 

sign next to the Christmas tree at the courthouse in 
Madison, Wisconsin. The sign proclaimed: "In this 
season of the Winter Solstice, may reason prevail. 
There are no gods, no devils, no angels, no heaven 
or hell. There is only our material world. Religion is 
but a myth and superstition that hardens hearts and 
enslaves minds." On the backside of the sign they 
put the admonition, "Thou shalt not steal," but they 
forgot to tell us who said that. 

lorrors 
$Jane Fonda said, "Most Americans don't know 

their tax money is being used for that, and most 
Americans don't want it." Ms. Fonda, who has a long 
record of being attuned to what most Americans want 
and don't want, was alarmed that Congress has ap
propriated $50 million per year to encourage sex edu
cation programs that promote abstinence until mar
riage. Jane has enlisted the support of Durex Con
sumer Products, the world's largest marketer of 
condoms, to launch a nationwide "Truth for Youth" 
program. Says Ms. Fonda, "Abstinence until marriage 
is based on an unreal world that isn't out there." 

4 levlew of a levlew 
0 Richard Rhodes reviewed a new biography of 

Alfred C. Kinsey for the New York Times Book Re
view. Rhodes, a sex writer himself, said "Kinsey was 
a deeply disturbed man, a homosexual masochist 
who routinely seduced his graduate students and had 
his senior researchers engage in sex orgies, among 
other perversities." Rhodes is enthusiastic about 
Kinsey's work on homosexuality, "which contrib
uted vitally to the march toward tolerance that con
tinues today." He does not mention Kinsey's now 
notorious use of unrepresentative groups such as 
prisoners, and he completely ignores Kinsey's thor
oughly discredited claim that 10 percent of the male 
population is dominantly homosexual. 

4 8ls6op or a Knight? 
OA Church of England Bishop remarked, "All 

those biblical and theological points are undoubt
edly interesting, but the fact is our children are liv
ing and having sex with people outside of matri
mony, and are we really prepared to say that they are 
living in sin?" His position is that it is not nice to say 
that nice people like our children and us are sinners. 
This will be welcomed by some as a great relief, but, 
in the absence of sin and forgiveness, it leaves the 

church without a reason to exist. 
It is the same kind of unsanctified snap that says 

about marriage, divorce for any cause, and remar
riage, "Our kids are doing it so we better not say its 
wrong." There is good cause to suspect that many 
who are arguing against the clear teaching of sacred 
scripture about the sanctity of marriage and the 
home, are in that mode because they cannot bear to 
condemn the wickedness of their own children. 
Shades of the prophet Samuel. 

X-frs 
OChris Seay in his article, "Generation X," 

(Prism, Sept./Oct. 1997, Vol4, No 6) says, "In a New 
Age of spirituality, the modern postChristian world 
and especially its young people are searching for au
thenticity, community, abandonment of dogmatism, a 
focus on the arts, and diversity." Well, they ought to 
be seeking "God, if haply they might feel after him 
and find him, though he is not far from each one of us: 
for in him we live, and move, and have our being ..• 
for we are also his offspring." It may not be what the 
X-ers want, but what they need is a powerful convic
tion of truth that makes men free, and a dogmatic 
defense of inspired scripture. Life is nQt worth living 
until we believe something so devoutly that we are 
willing to die for it. 

Jl Word fo the Wise 
G Episcopalians and the Presbyterians - the 

mainliners in those groups, that is- are very close 
to accepting homosexuality as an alternate lifestyle 
and ordaining perverts to preach. When asked how 
these denominations got to this point, conservative 
Episcopalian leader Todd Wetzel described three in
fluences. First, liberal teaching in seminaries has re
sulted in church leaders subscribing to moral relativ
ism. In this soil, a second attitude is the elevation of 
experience above scripture. Finally, the apathy and 
ignorance of many people in these denominations 
have allowed this to happen. 

41ed Ieifer 
OThe birth of a red heifer in Israel (Houston 

Chronicle, Feb. 27, 1998) was taken by some as a 
sign from God that the temple would soon be re
built. One obstacle to the project is that the Dome of 
the Rock, a Muslim shrine, and a mosque occupies 
the site. Another obstacle is the need to identify 
members of the priestly tribe, which has been impos
sible since the temple was destroyed in A.D. 70 and 
the tables of genealogy were burned. 
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Scouts' lonor 
0 Must the Boy Scouts of American accept gay 

members and leaders because the group is a place of 
"public accommodation," like a hotel or restaurant? 
A New Jersey appeals court said yes, rejecting what 
it called the Scouts' "stereotypical notions" about 
homosexuality. The ruling sided with James Dale, an 
assistant scoutmaster who was banned after admit
ting he was homosexual. Judges said the Scouts had 
failed to prove homosexuals are necessarily inappro
priate to lead young boys. 

The Boy Scouts, which calls itself a voluntary as
sociation with a "right to establish standards," re
jects the decision - and the notion that it should be 
regulated under the same laws that were used to de
segregate lunch counters. 

Critics of the New Jersey ruling contend that if it 
is upheld, it could lead to limitations on the moral 
teachings of charitable groups (Source: U S News & 
Wrold Report, Mar. 16, 1998). 

Ouota61es 
0 "If parents cannot see that there is a problem 

with a man in office who they would not trust alone 
with their own daughter, then they have a problem" 
(Former. Education Secretary William Bennett, on 
President Clinton,s popularity, sent in by Earl "The 
Pearl» Davis of Chicago). 

Saas SIJotgua 
OJodie Foster is pregnant. She told Liz Smith, a 

gossip queen: "I couldn't be happier. But, no, I'm not 
going to discuss the father, the method or anything of 
that nature." She added that she'd raise the child as a 
single mother. Foster, 35, said, "I don't care. Boy or 
girl. I'll take whatever comes." Foster has not been 
romatically linked with anyone publicly and is unmar
ried (Houston Chronicle, Mar. 6, 1998). 

llof lit to lead 
11 Zachary Hood, a first grader at the Maurice 

and Everett Haines School in New Jersey, and other 
children were rewarded for good reading perfor
mances by being allowed to read a story of their 
choice. Zachary chose a story about Jacob and Esau 
from the Beginner's Bible. The teacher, Grace Oliva, 
asked Zachary to read the story to her privately, 
whereupon she decided it was inappropriate for the 
class. His mother says Zachary was humiliated by 
the experience. A federal judge ruled the school 
acted properly in barring a first-grader from reading 
a Bible story to his classmates. Backed by the Vir-
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ginia-based Rutherford Institute, an appeal has been 
filed in the Third U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Philidelphia (Houston Chronicle, Feb. 21, 1998). 

Award 
OMacho Movement president Luiz Mario 

Ladieera said, "He is the first foreigner to receive 
the honor." He was speaking of his group's naming 
President Clinton "Macho of the Year" in honor of 
the president's purported sexual escapades (World 
magazine, Feb. 7, 1998). 

If's a llo, llo 
OThe Vatican has opened its archives of the In

quisition and guess what was once blacklisted? In the 
Index of Forbidden Books, which Roman Catholics 
were not allowed to read on pain of excommunica
tion, the Bible is listed. Translations of the Bible 
were burned along with other "heretical" works. 
Catholic Church officials were suspicious of allow
ing the people access to sacred texts without ecclesi
astical guidance (Source: Chicago Tribune, Jan. 23, 
1998, courtesy of Earl Davis). 

Poor little Baby 
OThe Sixth U.S. District Court of Appeals ruled 

2 to 1 on Nov. 18, 1997, that Ohio's first-in-the-na-
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tion ban of partial-birth abortion is unconstitutional 
because it imposes burdens on a woman's life, 
health, and right to choose abortion (Christianity 
Today, Jan. 12, 1998). It is difficult to understand 
how killing a baby fully born except for its head can 
adversely influence the mother's life and health. 

Repeal 
@Voters on Feb. 10, 1998 made Maine the first 

state to repeal its gay rights law. Gov. Angus King 
said: "I think it's unfortunate." Maine lawmakers 
enacted a bill last spring adding sexual orientation to 
the protected classifications in Maine's 25-year-old 
human rights act. Repeal advocates led by conserva
tive Christian groups collected more than 58,000 
signatures to put the issue on state ballots (Source: 
New York Times, Feb. 11, 1998). 

Civil Liberties Union 
OThe ACLU bestowed its National Civil Liber

ties Award on Mel White, a well-known evangelical 
author and film-maker who broke with his past in 
the early 1990s and became a homosexual activist. 
Mr. White's past included ghostwriting books for 
Billy Graham, Jerry Fallwell, Pat Robertson, and 
Ollie North. He left his wife in the early 1990s and 
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settled in Dallas with a boyfriend, Gary Nixon, and 
in 1993 was installed as dean of the 14,000-
congregant Cathedral of Hope Metropolitan Com
munity Church in Dallas, reputedly the nation's 
largest predominantly homosexual congregation. 
His former ghostwriting clients are embarrassed 
(Source: World magazine, Jan. 31, 1998). 

Lying Ptophets 
@I have heard what the prophets have said, that 
prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have 
dreamed, I have dreamed. How long shall this 
be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy 
lies, even the prophets of the deceit of their own 
heart? That think to cause my people to forget 
my name by their dreams which they tell every 
man to his neighbor, as their fathers forgat my 
name for Baal. The prophet that hath a dream, 
let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, 
let him speak my word faithfully. What is the 
straw to the wheat? saith Jehovah. Is not my 
word like fire? saith Jehovah; and like a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces? Therefore, be
hold, I am against the prophets, saith Jehovah, 
that steal my words every one from his neigh
bor. Behold, I am against the prophets, saith Je
hovah, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. 
Behold, I am against them that prophesy lying 
dreams, saith Jehovah, and do tell them, and 
cause my people to err by their lies, and by their 
vain boasting: yet I sent them not, nor com
manded them; neither do they profit this people 
at all, saith Jehovah. 

Education 
®A 17 -year-old art student wanted to display 

her huge nude statue of a man wearing only eye 
makeup and lipstick, but Dillard High School princi
pal John Kelly said the sculpture was too suggestive, 
and removed it. The student, backed by the ACLU, 
sued the Broward County School Board for violating 
her right to free speech, and settled the lawsuit out
of-court for $45,000 (Memphis Commercial Appeal). 

Cartoon? 
®Time-Warner's Looney Tunes on Ice in Mid

land, Texas, recently featured the wedding of Elmer 
Fudd and Bugs Bunny (both males), complete with a 
wedding ring and a kiss (El Nuevo Dia, 2/17/98). 

It's Ttue 
@About 100 people gathered at Royal Spring 

Park to dedicate a statue of the Rev. Elijah Craig, 
who founded Georgetown in 1790. The Baptist min
ister also is thought to have invented bourbon 
(Thanks to Adron Doran for sending the Lexington 
Herald Leader article). 
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Psyc6olofW Jollies 
0 Members of the American Psychological Asso

ciation, meeting in Chicago, voted to have their 
members stop treating homosexuality as a psycho
logical problem. Choosing to ignore the success sto
ries of therapists who have helped homosexuals 
change their sexual preferences, the APA ruled that 
same-sex relationships are just as normal as hetero
sexual relationships (World, Sept. 13). 

love and Marriage 
0 Elizabeth Taylor, married eight times says, ac

cording to The Cincinnati Enquirer: 
There will never be a No.9. I'm not for mar

riage of any kind. I don't see why anybody of 
the same sex or opposite sex in this day and age 
needs to get married. Marriage can be a very 
selfish institution. I'm saying never - never 
again! I was so old fashioned that I thought I 
had to get married, but that's passe now, so I 
don't have to do that anymore. 

Brain-Waves 
. $Mariah Carey said: "Whenever I watch TV 

and see those poor, starving kids all over the world, I 
can't help but cry. I mean, I'd love to be skinny like 
that, but not with all those flies and death and stuff." 

OMiss Alabama, 1994, was asked at the annual 
contest, "If you could live forever, would you and 
why?" Her answer: "I would not live forever, be
cause we should not live forever, because if we were 
supposed to live forever, then we would live forever, 
but we canno.t live forever, which is why I would not 
want to live forever." 

ODavid Dinkins, former New York mayor, an
swering accusations that he failed to pay his taxes 
said: "I haven't committed a crime. What I did was 
fail to comply with the law." (Dinkins probably has 
been studying at the feet of ACU professor Carroll 
Osburn.) 

0 Brooke Shields said: "Smoking kills. If you are 
killed, you've lost a very important part of your life." 

0 Lawrence Summers, chief economist of the 
World Bank, commented, "I've always thought that 
underpopulated countries in Mrica are vastly 
underpolluted." 

ll"After finding no qualified candidates for the 
position of principal, the school board is extremely 
pleased to announce the appointment of David 
Steele to the post" (Philip Streifer, Superintendent of 
Schools, Barrington, Rhode Island). 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question:, I know of some in the church who now re
fer to themselves as "Barthians." What is a Barthian? 
Answer: The epithet "Barthian" identifies one as a 
follower of the teachings of Swiss-born theologian 
Karl Barth (1886-1968). Although members of the 
church have strongly avoided wearing the names of 
religious figures such is certainly not the case in our 
"current situation." 

In fact, now there appears to be an eagerness on 
the part of some preachers and teachers to embrace 
not only the teachings of certain theological figures 
(such as Immanual Kant, Soren Kirkiggard, and most 
recently, Karl Barth and Dietrich Bonhoeffer), but to 
wear their name as a means of identification with a 
specific religious view. 

One Bible teacher in a "Christian" university in 
Tennessee proudly exclaimed just a few years ago, "I 
am a Barthian." And, no doubt this young trainer of 
preachers and teachers was very happy with his new
found relationship. Yet, such seems to plainly contra
dict the sentiments of Paul in addressing a similar 
situation in the Lord's church at Corinth (1 Cor. 
1:1 Off). Not even the apostle Paul desired to create 
such a personal following but desired to point all 
men to Jesus Christ who alone is our example. 

What would Karl Barth have said in response to 
this kind of sophistic personal devotion? More im
portantly, what has God himself said about such de
votion to men? 

Karl Barth (pronounced "Bart"), was not ortho
dox in his theology. And this is most important to 
understand; he never claimed to be! 

In fact, Barth himself was "happy to be dubbed 
"orthodox" only if that meant "being a theologian 
who was open and ready to learn from the church 
fathers ." But, what was his attitude toward the 
Bible? Not surprisingly, Barth rejected both the ver
bal, plenary inspiration and infallibility of the Word 
of God. What was left for him? Simply, a labyrinth 
of human religious tradition which could only be un
derstood by a supposedly "Christocentric" under
standing of God's self-revelation in human history. 

His understanding of this self-revelation was as 

unspecific as it was subjective. Barth then undertook 
the formidable task of explaining his understanding 
of God's salvation in human history amid the thou
sands of pages of his eight-volume Church Dogmatics. 

Barth strongly opposed those who sought not 
only to identify religiously with him but take upon 
themselves his name. Barth made the repeated obser
vation that "the church never did well to attach itself 
arbitrarily to one man - whether his name was 
Thomas [Aquinas], or Luther, or Calvin. And it was 
never at any time good for it to look back instead of 
forwards as a matter of principle." 

It is ironic that some among us who are crying for 
the freedom of liberalism (wherein is no real freedom) 
are so willing to lay down beside the aged and hal
lowed corpses of German theologians. It is as Blaise 
Pascal described it: "the justification of the deceived." 

The motivation for this behavior is presumptuous 
and cold formalism, which seeks to produce an initial 
shock among the "old guard" and then to foster tol
eration for such affiliations among a new generation. 

Further, and most important of all, it is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, not any man or woman, who ought to 
be recognized as having the authoritative answers to 
salvational issues (Matt. 7:28-29; 28 :18). No man 
can claim to be God's authorized spokesman for any 
generation as that right belongs solely to God's Son 
(Heb. 1:1-2). And, he is God's spokesman for every 
generation through his Word Uohn 12:48-50), not 
the writings of religious figures, poets, theologians, 
mystics, psychics, or secular philosophers. 

Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no 
man cometh unto the Father but by me." This concise 
yet amazing statement is the answer that many eager 
and honest minds are searching for. The theologies of 
men only lead us further from that glorious truth. 

May each of us strive to harmonize our life with 
his will and glorify God in the name "Christian." Let 
us leave the names of men alone as they only serve to 
foster division and strife among God's children. 

j oseph Meador, Director, Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, TX 78748 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
.January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching ••........ Lakeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures .......................... Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
I Freed-Hardeman University ... Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship .........••.• San Antonio, Texas 
3 Cleburne, Texas Forum 
4 North Texas Firm Foundation Lectures 

•••••••.•.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• Talco, Texas 
March 

I El Paso Lectures ..•••••••••••••••....•.•.••..•••• El Paso, Texas 
I East Tennessee School of Preaching 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••...••••••••••••••••••... K.tzoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••..••• Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures •••••• Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching ••• Memphis, Tennessee 

April 
· I· Northeast Oklahoma Lectures •• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures •••••.•.•••••••..•.•• Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

••••• •• ••• • • ••••••••••• ••••• •• • • • ••••••••• ••••• Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ......................... Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures •......•••••••.•••••...... Marshall, Texas 

May 
I Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Cookeville, Tennessee 
I Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••.••••••••...•..••••••••••••••••••••..••••.••••..••• Jerome, Idaho 
I Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'Visalia, California 
I Gulf Coast Lectures .......................... Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee • •••.• Red Oak, Texas 
2 Vuginia Bible Lectureship 

••••••• ~.................................... Christiansburg, 'Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures •••••••••.••••..• Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor. Lectureship ............................... Taylor, Texas 

June 
I Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• .-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Dayton, Ohio 
I Bellvi~ Lectures .••••••••••••••••••••••••• Pensacola, Florida 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~· ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Houston. Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••• Mt. Juliet, Tennessee 
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.luly 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship ••••••••••••••.•• Burnet, Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•...•••• Hamson. Arkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures .........•...•• Bastrop, Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••• Beeville, Texas 
4 Seek Old Paths •••••••.••••.•••••••...• Corinth, Mississippi 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Lexington, Kentucky 

August 
I Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

•• •• •• •• ••• • •• •• • • • ••••• •• • • • •• • • • •• •• • • • St. Albans, West Virginia 
I Northwest Tennessee Lectures •••••.•• Paris, Tennessee 
I Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sevierville. Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship ••••..••....••• Southaven, Mississippi 
3 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• Garden· City, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Farmington, Missouri 

September 
I Robertson County Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Greenbriar, Tennessee 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

• • •• . • ••• .• • •• • . . • • • ••••••••• •••••••• •• • • • Chattanooga, Tennessee 
3 Central Oklahoma Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• McLo-ud, Oklahoma 
4 4-State Lectureship ••••••••••••...••••••••• Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures •••••••••••••• Independence, Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship • Steubenville, Ohio 

Odo.er 
I Northern New England Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tilton, New Hampshire 
2 Lubbock Lectureship •.•.•.•..•..••••••••.• Lubbock, Texas 
2 Palmetto Biblical Studies •.•••• Greer, South Carolina 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship •••• Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Vuginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• Moundsville, West Virginia 
November 

I Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mechanicsville, 'Virginia 

I Eastside Lectureship •••••••••••.• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton Lectures •..••••....•••.•••• Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship ••••••• Tuscumbia, Alabama 
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-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "'Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-
Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L. Laux (901) 243-7007 

Fairbanks, serving F;: • Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

••••• 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
118-8955 ..... 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas-

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. ..... 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Finn Foundation Northwest Lecture
ship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bronson Osric, preacher 

-Indiana-
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory Sr.(~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 ..... 
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. www.hislight.com/gccoc 

- Minnesota -
• • • • • Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. •• ••• 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 

• • • •• 20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Wed. 1 p.m. (218) ?41-5205 • 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. ..... 
Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 1 

7:30p.m. • • • • • p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 5300 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600 • -Missouri-
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9, 
320-9780 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (411) 334 3866. 

Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 Sr., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. ..... 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 156-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 • • • •• 
West Washington, 72401. (870) 932-1643. Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. CST, 6 p.m. DST, Wed. 7 of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 

omaha- Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. ••••• 
Pasadena - 1727 Kinneloa Cyn. Rd. 91107 
(818) 791-2499. Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7:30p.m. 210 Fwy Non Altadena Dr. ..... 
Seal Beach - Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St:,•;S688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (701) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

••••• 
V1S3lia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
peadler. Home of Greater Vasalia Finn 
Foundation Lectureship 

(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. ..... 
Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-1595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) . .... 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. . .... 
Sebastian- 1045 Main Sr. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of. Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

••••• 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Ohio-
Dayton- Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Finn Foundation Lectureship. . .... 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. NearWPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

••••• 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma- Bumet-BumetChurchofChrist,280SS.Water, 
Oklahoma City- Barnes Church of Christ, SE 78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
59th, V.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell Debo, min. Home of 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 L w d Central Texas Lectureship 

a.m., a p.m., e • 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma ..... 
Schertz- Church ot cbri:C, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) ti58-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. ' 

City School of Biblical Studies. (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. ..... 
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., ti p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L Evans, 
preacher. •• ••• 
Oklahoma City - Pumam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 194&4. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29ti52. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (8ti4) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (titS) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., ti p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun-
dation Lectureship. • ••• • 
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., ti p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • • • • • 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2ti8ti, 38557, (titS) 788-
ti404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. ••••• 
Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill Irene Rd., 38125-2Sti0. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., ti p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 3ti3-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 3titi-Oti17. 

••••• 
Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 43ti 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., ti p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Sevierville - Sevierviti: Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 378ti4. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-248ti. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Worker 
•The Word of Ufe: KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:0ti: 
7:30a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 

Baytown- Cedar Bay~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy.146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster: 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal ' 
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Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. lOS 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 

Denton-Pearl Stree; Ch~;ch of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 7ti201. (817)387-3531.Sun9, 10a.m.,6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 

Houston - Fleetwoc:d Ch~ch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., ti p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tom Bright, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Ch~;~h of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 7tiOS3. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., ti 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. • •• • • 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4&49, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., ti p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston- 1101 w.·church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., ti 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Undell Mitchell, minister. 

Lubbock - Southside• Ch~rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (80ti) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., 5 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy J. 
Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. 

Redwater - Church ~f Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-23ti9, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Richwood - Church ~f ·christ, ttiOO N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 2tiS-425ti. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., ti p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke - Church ~f Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., ti p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 • • •• • . 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-777ti. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguer:a, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) • •••• 
San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
1102ti Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Bristol- East Bristol Church of Christ, 340 Bon
bam Rd., 24203. 1 mile offl-81 at exit 7. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Clifford Newell Jr., 
min. (H) (540) 4titi-09SO, (0) (540) 6ti9-ti221. 

Christiansburg- Eas~id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-131ti 

• •••• 
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23titi9, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-349ti or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
S:3_Q p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (3ti0) 3578304, e
matl: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin-
Manitowoc - Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
S£:,. 54220. (920) ti82-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
mlnlster. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) ti38-74ti6 or 
(307) 634-3040. ..... 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., ti p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
tillO. 
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$15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order 
from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, 
Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 
shipping &: handling on single book orders. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Preachers Wanted 
Evangelist needed for enthusiastic but small 
congregation in England. The Peterborough Church 
of Christ is located in an expanding part of the UK 
with much potential. We need a faithful preacher 
who will work with us in spreading the Word. 
Must have own support. For information pack, 
contact us by email, sisman@enterprise.net. 

Full-time minister wanted. Congregation of about 
65, no elders; conservative. Located about 45 miles 
northeast of San Francisco, CA, at historical Benicia, 
pop. 29,000. Minister needed now. Chuck Denham, 
(707) 745-2053 or Jim Wilson, (707) 745-3639 

Preacher needed: Middlesboro, Ky. Congregation 
of 70. Town of 12,000. Send r~sum~ and taped 
sermon to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 367, 
Middlesboro, KY 40965 

Wanted: Experienced, sound, gospel preacher. 
Congregation of about SO members. No elders at 
this time. House and salary. Send resume to 
Broadway Church of Christ, P.O. Box 3, Drumright, 
OK 74030-0003 or contact Nick Nichols (918) 
352-3375 or Paul Castor (918) 352-2026. 

Wanted: a semiretired preacher or one with partial 
support. Housing and some support supplied. Must 
be well-grounded in God's Word. Send r~sum~ to 
Ray Sanders, Southside Church of Christ, 3624 W. 
Malone St., Peoria, IL 61605; call (309) 676-0636. 

Preacher wanted to work with a small self
supporting congregation located in suburb of 
Denver, CO.· Requires someone mature and well 
grounded in God's Word. Must have experience in 
personal work and pulpit speaking. Please send 
r&um~ with video or audio to Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 So. Havana St., Englewood, CO 
80111. Attn: Search Committee. Eveninp call (303) 
694-3429 or (303) no-8459. 

Sound doctrinal, energetic pulpit minister, age 32 
or up with degree and preferable a family, for a 
small town, friendly congregation of 280 and 
growing. Large 3-BR home plus salary to be based 
on experience and education. Excellent elders, 
deacons, youth minister, and secretary in place. 
Send resume to Liberty Church of Christ, 3201 
North Main, Liberty, TX 77575. ATTN: Elders. 
(409) 336-2213. 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of Christ, 
11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or phone (303) 
841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

Full-time Minister Needed. The Honolulu church 
of Christ is in need of a full-time minister. Our 
current preacher is moving back to the mainland 
the end of May. We would like to have a new 
family come in June. Minister's residence provided. 

If you are interested in learning more about this 
work, or would like to submit a resume &: sermon 
tape (audio or video), please contact: Ernie Moore, 
Chairman, Preacher Search Committee, Honolulu 
Church of Christ, 1732 Keeaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822. Phone: (808) 536-7952. 
Church e-mail: honcoc@aloha.net or Ernie Moore's 
e-mail: EMOORE@GTE.COM (church web page: 
http://planet-hawaii.com/honchurchchrist),. 

Preachers Available 
Neil C. Prokop, BA; B.Ed. Born 1958 in Edmonton, 
Alberta. Graduating from the WV School of 
Preaching (Moundsville) in Jan. '99. Seeking 
employment in or around any city of a million plus 
or a team leadership position to a missionary 
destination long-term. Available for try·out from 
June 23-Aug. 23, '98. Congregation res.: Stuttgart, 
Geneva, Toronto, Waterloo, Ontario, Kyiv and 
Ternopil, Ukraine, and Moundsville, WV. Email: 
TraveiTkg@juno.com, phone (304) 845-7474. To 
sample sermon oudincs: www.churchesofchrist.netl 
authors/Neil C Prokop (case sensitive) 

For Sale 
Bible Boot Camp is a 13-lesson curriculum for 
grades 1-6. Stop summer dropout, while increasing 
attendance on Wed. night. BBC is centered on 
God's Word. Teach: Bible divisions and books, 
prayer skills, apostles, and navigation skills. 
Methods used: Supply Sergeant, drills and sonp, 
Basic Training Manuals, secret codes, and earning 
rank (insignia). Teacher's Guide, $10; reproducible 
for grades 1-3, $10; reproducible for grades 4-6, 
$10; Sample book (intro. and Lesson One), $3; 
free fliers. Include 10% P&:H (min. $1), Kansans 
6.4% sales tax. Order from Hanna Publications, 
P.O. Box 278, Eudora, KS 66025-0278. (785) 542-
3180. email HannaPubli@aol.com. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Helll (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translation (1995)- $21.75. 
Balanced Christianity: Maintaining Biblical Balanu 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 
Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800.80S-n92 (24 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Adantal Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Central Carolina School of Preaching, Kingstree, 
S.C., established 1995, seeking religious books for 
library use. P.O. Box 951, Kinptrcc, SC 29556. 
Call (803) 382-5824 or (803) 354-5362. 
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cepted. Among the nations of the world, and in 
business and economic circles, promises 
seem to be given only to be broken. Such is 
not true with the promises of our great God. 

The purpose of these lessons is to lead men 
and women, boys and girls to believe in and to 
depend upon the great promises of God. 

Lesson 1: God's promise to Send the Savior 
(Matt. 1 :18-25) 

Lesson 2: God's Promise to Become Our Father 
(Luke 15:4-7) 

Lesson 3: God's Promise to Provide for Our Needs 
(Ex. 16:4-20) 

Lesson 4: God's Promise to Build the Church 
(Acts 2:36-41) 

Lesson 5: God's Promise that Christ Will Return 
(Matt. 25:1-13) 

Order your sample kit today/ 

1·800·572·3619 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
May 1998 

Address correction requested. 

A Practical 
Handbook 
for Singing 
and Songleading 
written and compiled by 

Burt Jones 

. 
I commend to you this volume which is 
able to present what could be a very 
difficult subject in an easy-to-read and 
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Moonlight Is Sunlight 
By Nathan Knight 

The lunar eclipse of March 23, 1997, offered 
an awe-inspiring opportunity to observe pow
ers that eclipse the achievements of humans. 

It was a beautiful sight to watch and contemplate as 
the objects of our solar system, in their immense size 
and gracefulness, moved along their centuries-old 
paths. As the eclipse progressed, the darkened area 
of the moon grew larger and darker. The night sky, 
which had once been so splendidly bright, had fi
nally become extremely black in comparison. 

Without the sun's rays the moon is dark, for the 
moon has no light of its own. The light we receive 
from the moon is, in actuality, sunrays that reach the 
surface of the moon and are reflected back to earth. 
This is old news. People have known for centuries 
that the moon has no light of its own; it only reflects 
the sun's light. 

A Greek philosopher, Anaxagoras, who lived in 
the years 500-428 B.C. and resided in Athens, is gen
erally given credit for being the first to recognize this 
fact. 

However, a much lesser known man, Ethan an 
Ezrahite, who was a singer and composer for the 
court of King David, wrote that the moon was "as a 
faithful witness in heaven" (Psa. 89:37). The mean
ing of the word witness is "to testify of or for an
other" or "reflecting something else." Of course, it is 
also a witness to the glory of the God who made it 
all. Ethan wrote this around 1000 B.C.- five hun
dred years before Anaxagoras. 

David wrote, "God appointed the moon for sea-

sons: the sun knoweth his going down" (Psa. 
104:19). David recognized that the sun figuratively 
"knows" the movements of the moon because its 
light cannot reach the moon when it is behind the 
earth. 

Still earlier, around 1500 B.C., Bildad, when 
commenting on the difficulty in finding those things 
which are pure, said, "Behold even to the moon, and 
it shineth not" Gob 25 :5}. The moon has no glory 
(or light) of its own, but rather has to depend upon 
the glory of the sun. Bildad lived one thousand years 
before Anaxagoras. 

In the book, Don't Know Much About Geogra
phy, author Kenneth C. Davis writes that among 
Galileo's accomplishments was "the discovery that 
the moon's light is reflected sunlight." Not only does 
Mr. Davis neglect Anaxagoras, but he also slights 
Ethan, David, and Bildad. 

Obviously, Mr. Davis "don't know much about" 
several things; however, he is not alone. He is one 
among many who still believes science is ahead of 
the Bible when the opposite is true. To Mr. Davis' 
credit, he does supply a generous amount of scien
tific information even if he is historically inaccurate. 

On page 174 of Don't Know Much About Geog-
raphy, Kenneth C. Davis wrote: 

Tides are the regular rise and fall of coastal wa
ter levels, caused by gravity - stimulated by the 
attraction of the moon and, to a lesser degree, 
the sun. The moon, 250,000 miles from the 
Earth, is the major influence on the regular ebb 
and flow of Earth's tides. Even though the sun is 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Consubstantiality 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

J esus prayed that all that believe on him be 
united Qohn 17:20-21). He asked that 
they be one just as he and the Father are 

one - which is flawless unity. 
Forceful speakers and writers often use this 

prayer to browbeat professing disciples of Jesus 
because there is division in the religious world. 
These champions of unity attempt to make hu
mans feel guilty because of schism among aspir
ing saints. 

But wait a minute! The prayer was not addressed to any hu
man but to Jesus' Heavenly Father. If we are to complain against 
anyone because of factions among those who claim to be Chris
tians, the rebuke ought to be against the one to whom Jesus 
prayed and not those for whom he prayed. 

Let these advocates of unity shake their fists at God and de
mand to know of him why the prayer is unanswered. Chide Jeho
vah and try to make him feel guilty about not answering the ear
nest prayer of Jesus. Point out that the petition was made as Jesus 
stood in the shadow of the cross. Make it as pitiful as you can. 
Shake your finger at God and question his sincerity and open
mindedness. 

You know, of course, that would be silly. It is not always pos
sible for God to answer prayers. Some prayers he cannot answer. 
Jesus prayed, "Let this cup pass from me." The prayer was offered 
in the midst of "strong crying and tears" to him who was "able to 
save him from death" (Heb. 5:7). 

Why did not Jehovah grant the prayer of his sorrowing son in 
Gethsemane. Was God just too mean to help Jesus in his extrem
ity? People today are accused of not caring and being vicious be
cause they do not answer Jesus' prayer for unity. That same thing 
ought to apply to God and his failure to answer the tearful wail of 
Jesus in the garden. 

When Jesus prayed for his cup of suffering to pass from him, 
he did so with the provision "if it be possible," by which he did 
not mean if God had the power or the mercy to do it. God is om
nipotent and caring. His limitless love for Jesus would draw an 
immediate favorable response if it had been possible. 

When Jesus said "not my will but thine be done," he was pray
ing for relief from the awful burden of bearing the world's sins 
away only if it could be done in conformity with the Heavenly 
Father's will. If Jesus could escape the weight of the totality of 



huinan wickedness and still accomplish the divine purpose, then 
he was asking for such an exit. He knew, of course, that it was not 
possible to avoid the cross and that he would be "lifted up" to 
draw all men to God. Still, he prayed for what he knew would 
never happen. 

One cogent lesson this teaches is that the will of God is su
preme and is always right. It supersedes human convenience or 
preference. 

When Jesus prayed for unity among those who believe on him 
through the words of the apostles, did he Jrnow that "there must 
be factions" among his disciples "that they that are approved may 
be made manifest"? (1 Cor. 11: 19). His lips asked for unity as an 
ideal, but he understood the reality. His desire was that all his fol
lowers be perfectly united in one body, but he knew the seed 
sometimes falls on hard, or rocky, or thorny ground. 

Jesus knew that as "there arose false prophets also among the 
people, as among you also there shall be false teachers, who shall 
privily bring in destructive heresies, denying even the Master that 
bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction" (2 Pet. 
2:1). 

Jesus was not just wasting breath when he prayed for unity, 
but was expressing the ideal while knowing that it would not be 
reached. We are to strive to be holy as God is holy, but we will 
never attain that goal while on earth, which does not mean that 
we cease to strive for it. We are to "press on toward the goal unto 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil3:14). 

In all our pressing and stretching forward toward that goal we 
are to remember Paul's admonition: 

Brethren, be ye imitators together of me, and mark them that so 
walk even as ye have us for an ensample. For many walk, of 
whom I told you ohen, and now tell you even weeping, that they 
are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is perdition, 
whose god is the belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who 
mind earthly things (Phil3:17-19). 

Paul had in mind people who believed on Jesus through the 
words of the apostles but who perverted the gospel. 

I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that called 
you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel; which is not 
another gospel only there are some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that 
which we preached unto you, let him be anathema. A!; we have 
said before, so say I now again, if any man preacheth unto you 
any gospel other than that which ye received, let him be anath
ema (Gal 1 :6-9). 

We must not make the unreasonable mistake of blaming those 
who are faithful because some are unfaithful. Let's put the blame 
where it belongs. Those who believe on Jesus because of apostolic 
words and then transgress that teaching are to blame ~ not those 
who hold to the faithful Word. Condemn the liberal-minded 
transgressors and not the loyalists. 

Some seem to say by implication that we must achieve the 
unity for which Jesus prayed by disregarding what Jesus taught 
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and authorized to be taught. The thought goes some
thing like this: 

We must obey the command of Jesus to be 
united by ignoring th~ commands of Jesus about 
baptism, the church, worship, women's role, the 
organization of the church, music, and even 
some items of morality. 

The reasoning goes like this: Some will not ac
cept what Jesus taught about baptism. Some pious 
souls refuse to accept that baptism to the penitent 
believer of the gospel involves immersion and resur
rection - the pious unimmersed. To have the unity 
for which Jesus prayed we must disregard the burial 
aspect of baptism. 

Others will not accept that faith requires obedi
ence to the command to be baptized in water to re
ceive remission of sins. To have unity with such 
people we must ignore what Jesus said about being 
baptized to wash away sins. 

Many insist on adding instruments to the Lord's 
command to sing - in entire disregard of the fact 
that those who do so go beyond what is written and 
are without God (2 John 1:9). To have ·unity with 
this multitude we must cast down what the Bible 
says about music in the worship of God. 

And so it goes - women must be put in posi
tions of authority over men in the work and worship 
of the church because the feminist demand it and we 
must have unity with the National Organization of 
Women - no matter what the Bible says. 

Anyway, I don't have to point out the absurdity 
of this line of thinking because you are way ahead of 
me and already know that it is foolish. Truth is 
something that everybody knows and has known, as 
people say, all along. 

Unity must be based on truth. Soren Kierkegaard 
may have been right when he said: 

Truth always rests with the minority, and the mi
nority is always stronger than the majority, be
cause the minority is generally formed by those 
who really have a conviction, while the strength 
of a majority is illusory, formed by the gangs 
who have no conviction. 

Truth may lie on the surface; but we make mis
takes because the most comfortable course for us is 
to seek insight where it accords with our selfish emo-
tions. '· 

"0 Jehovah~ I know that the way of man is not in 
himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps" (Jer. 10:23). 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77692-0192 
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Moonlight Is Sunlight 
(continued from page J) 

vastly larger than the moon (the sun has 27 mil
lion times the mass of the Moon), its much 
greater distance from the Earth weakens its im
pact on Earth's tides. 

Mr. Davis' description adequately parallels the 
explanation given by modern science. The sun and 
even other planets influence the earth's tides because 
of their own gravitational pull, depending upon 
their alignment with the earth. 

Still, the moon has, by far, the greatest effect. 
What makes the cycle of the tides even more inter
esting is the unique relationship between the earth 
and its moon. 

Because the earth rotates in the same direction 
by which the moon revolves around it, the oceans 
swell in two opposite directions from earth; one side 
being pulled by the moon, and the other by centrifu
gal force. As a result, the land near the bulges expe
rien~es high tide, while the locations between the 
two opposing bulges encounter low tide. 

The benefits of the ocean tides are many. The 
cy~le of the tides along the seashore offers a depend
able time regulator, the entire process occurring ev
ery twelve hours and twenty-five minutes, a result of 
the precise movements of the earth and its moon. 
The tid~s remove debris from harbors and other in
lets in addition. to allowing freighters to move 
through areas during high tide which would other
wise prove to be too shallow. A more recent devel
opment of this century includes the production of 
electricity from tide cycles: a cheap, clean, and inex
haustible resource that has world-wide availability. 

This magnificent process impresses modern 
minds, but we have known the fact that the moon 
causes the earth's tides for some time. Historical 
records show that Pliny (23 B.C.-79 A.D.), the Ro
man naturalist, wrote specifically concerning the 
connection between the moon and the tides. How
ever, until Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1726) defined his 
theory of gravitational laws, the processes behind 
the tides were not fully understood. Yet, no matter 
how hard people try, the Bible is always ahead of 
them. 

"Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for a 
light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of 

the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea 
when the waves thereof roar; the Lord of hosts is 
His name" ijer 31 :35). 

Jeremiah could not have described the earth's 
tides better - so simple, yet so brilliant. Anyone 
who has ever visited the seashore will recall the 
beautiful and powerful sound made by waves rush
ing in and then retreating. It is a roar. It is the "di
viding of the sea" (the oceans being pulled away 
from each other on opposite ends of the earth, 
caused by the moon on one side and centrifugal 
force on the other) which causes those "waves that 
roar." The tides retreat to start the cycle all over, a 
continuous procedure carried on for centuries -
ever since creation. 

Jeremiah's statement is the first written historical 
record recognizing the moon causes ocean tides. He 
wrote nearly 700 years before Pliny, and more than 
1,300 years before Newton. Plus, Jeremiah recog
nized that not only the moon, but also the sun and 
the planets (the words stars and planets are some
times used interchangeably in the Bible) influence 
the "dividing of the sea by which "the waves thereof 
roar." 

Sir Isaac Newton was a Bible scholar. He once 
wrote, "There are more sure marks of authenticity in 
the Bible than in any profane history." Newton used 
the Bible as a guide, recognizing its wisdom. 

Though old, the Bible is always up to date. How 
did Jeremiah (and Bildad and David and Ethan) 
know all these facts of science thousands of years be
fore the 20th century? 

John Adams, our second president, in a letter to 
Benjamin Rush, said of the Bible, "Neither savage 
nor civilized man, without a revelation,· could ever 
have discovered or invented it." 

A greater than John Adams said: 
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture 
is of private interpretation. For no prophecy 
ever came by the will of man: but men spake 
from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit 
(2 Pet. 1:20-21). 

267 Ragland Rd. 
Cottontown, 1N 37048 
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Great Expedations 
By Lindell Mitchell 

I love preaching! I ain honored to declare the gos
pel of Christ. The Lord committed this most 
noble task to earthen vessels (2 Cor. 4: 7). 

Not everyone who preaches loves it. They do not 
like the salary, hours, benefits, or challenges. The 
church would be highly favored by their immediate 
resignation. 

Still, I do not wish to aid and abet small-souled, 
sniveling twits who complicate the lives of God's 
preaching servants. They will give account for every 
young preacher maligned, mistreated, discouraged, 
and driven from the pulpit. 

In more than 20 years of preaching, I have en
countered significant levels of frustration on both 
sides of the pulpit. The problem revolves around dif
fering expectations. All have great expectations of 
preachers. This is as it should be. God expects great 
things, because he entrusted preachers with his own 
power to effect salvation. Brethren expect great 
things from preachers because they pay their sala
ries. Preachers expect great things of themselves be
cause they know the great power of the gospel. 
· Frustration centers on our not being on the same 

page. That is, we often have different sets of expec
tations. Obviously, if I am working .from one set of 
guidelines, and you are looking at another, neither 
of us will be pleased. 

A few years ago I taught concurrent classes on 
the nature and function of the church. The teens re
ceived the material on Wednesday. It was presented 
to an adult class on Sunday morning. 

When we examined the work of the evangelist, I 
submitted a list of duties to the classes, and asked 
them to help me plan my use of time. As we looked 
at each item, I explained that I did not perform all 
the duties listed every week, but that during many 
weeks most of those duties were performed. The stu
dents were asked to tell me how much time should 
be devoted to each duty. 

After working through the list and tabulating the 
hours, the teens came up with a 228 hour work-week 
The adults went through the same procedure and 
came up with just under a 300 hour work-week. 

T~ere are only 168 hou.rs in a week. 
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Examine the list of duties virtually all preachers 
are expected to perform - two Sermons, youth 
work, classes, meet with the elders, bulletin, meet 
with the deacons, visit the erring, meet with the 
teachers, visit faithful brethren, evangelism, visit 
newcomers, counseling, visit the sick, funerals, taxi, 
conduct weddings, lectureships, public relations, 
writing, benevolence, radio sermons, prison work, 
devotional time, secure supplies, pick up mail, com
munity work, time off, and family time. 

We must determine what an evangelist is and 
what. we want him to do. Webster's definition repre
sents exacdy what the Greek terms used to describe 
him in the New Testament mean: "Bringer or bearer 
of good tidings; preacher of the gospel." 

For a more complete job description we tum to 
the Lord: .. 

The book of Second Timothy provides God's 
view of what a preacher should be and what he must 
do. An evangelist is to follow a pattern of sound 
words (2 Tim. 1:13 ). "Hold fast the form of sound 
words, which thou hast h~ard of me, in faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus." 

The evangelist must guard the truth (2 Ttm. 1: 14). 
"That good thing which was committed unto thee 
guard through the Holy Spirit which dwelleth in us." 
False teachers intent on perverting the truth abound. 
Unfaithful Christians pose an equal threat to the 
church (Gal. 6:.1). Indifference is an acute danger. 

The evangelist is to teach faithful men (2 Ttm. 
2:2). "And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also." 
We can ill afford to depend on colleges and universi
ties to produce our preachers. Preachers must involve 
themselves in this work. Elders, deacons, preachers, 
and teachers do not just happen. 

The evangelist must be willing to suffer as a sol
dier of Christ (2 Tim. 2:3 ). "Thou therefore endure 
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." Too 
many evangelists are not tven willing to be inconve
nienced, much less suffer. We are in a war with evll. 
Wars produce suffering. The Lord requires men who 
are willing to die for the cause. 



"Then Paul answered, what mean ye to weep and 
to break mine heart? For I am ready not to be bound 
only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the 
Lord Jesus." 

Resistance should not surprise Christian soldiers. 
They should never view resistance from the wicked 
as a bad thing. Dark forces are firmly entrenched in 
our society, they will offer stiff resistance when chal
lenged. 

Resistance from the wicked is clear evidence of 
effectiveness. Remember Paul's words "Yea, and all 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse
cution" (2 Tim. 3:12). 

Peter counseled: 
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fi
ery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, 
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's suffer
ings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye 
may be glad also with exceeding joy (1 Pet. 
4:12-13). 

An evangelist must avoid profitless words: "Of 
these things put then in remembrance, charging then 
before the Lord that they strive not about words to 
no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers" (2 
Tim. 2:14). 

Brown 
7rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

Next to the Lord, no New Testament personality 
was more controversial than Paul. No leader in the 
ancient church was more aggressive in defending the 
faith. None was more tenacious in resisting error. 
Paul never backed down from error. He never ever, 
ever, ever, compromised with evil. At no time did he 
debase his character through appeasement. Never 
did he compromise his convictions because of cow
ardice. Yet Paul carefully avoided senseless strife. He 
steadfastly refused to become entangled in foolish 
fights. 

Paul's battles were necessary for the security of 
the church. They were essential to the preservation 
of the faith. He knew the war with evil would be lost 
if Christian soldiers adopted a belligerent spirit and 
engaged in silly squabbles over stupid questions. He 
knew factious men would threaten the existence of 
the church if allowed to occupy positions of influ
ence. 

Every generation produces men with more ego 
than ability who covet power. 

Paul ordered Titus to maintain good works that 
were profitable to men (Titus 3:8). In the next 
breath he forbade his involvement with foolish ques
tions, genealogies, and contentions about the law, 
because they were unprofitable (Titus 3:9). Titus was 
ordered to avoid these questions, not because there 
was no truthful answer, but because they were "un
profitable and vain." Preachers must use "sanctified 
common sense" to determine when to engage in con
troversy and when to refrain. 

Factious men are to be refused after two admoni
tions (Titus 3:10). When a Christian proves to be 
factious, faithful brethren must refuse to participate 
in his controversy. They must deny him a listening 
ear. They must steadfastly avoid him as you would a 
purveyor of old wives fables (1 Tim. 4:7) and stupid 
questions (2 Tim. 2:23). 

At least two people are necessary to sustain a 
senseless controversy. Faithful Christians must refuse 
to be one of those two people. When Christians al
low an overbearing blow-hard to entangle them in 
silly spectacles, they are contributing to the denigra
tion of the Lord's church 

An evangelist must correct opponents of truth. 
Paul directed, "In meekness instructing those that 
oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth" 
(2 Tim. 2:25). Necessary corrections are to be made 
with meekness of heart, but those corrections are to 
be made. Souls are at stake. 
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The evangelist must preach the word: 
I charge thee therefore before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 
preach the word; be instant season, out of sea
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound doc
trine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears; And 
they shall turn away their ears fro m the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables (2 lim. 4:1-4). 

The reasons for this admonition are clear. Only 
the scriptures make men wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 
3: 15). The scriptures supply all spiritual needs (2 
Tim. 3:16-17). The scriptures constitute the stan
dard of authority in religious teaching and practice 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 
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(2 Tim. 4:2). People turn to fables when the Word of 
God is not preached (2 Tim. 4:3-4). 

Conclusion 
Great things should be expected of preachers. The 
gospel is the most powerful thing on earth (Rom. 
1.:16). Every man entrusted with it must be exem
plary and above reproach. He must be bold and 
brave. The cause requires young men willing to give 
their very lives in the Lord's service. They must de
clare the whole counsel of God without fear or fa
vor. They must uphold the right and oppose evil 
wherever it is found. 

Both sides of the pulpit will be happier when 
their expectations of preachers match God's. 

Jackie Srearsman J.H. Blackman, Jr. Gene Burgeu 
Direcror 

Maurice Davis Billy Davidson Brian Kenyon 
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Livingston, TX 77351 
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Computers: Understanding the place of Computer technology in the Lord's work is an important part of preparation for effective 
service in preaching and teaching God's word. Technology brings a powerful new dimension to Bible study, lesson preparation, 
record keeping, preparation of bulletins, and printed materials, and in many other areas. Our computer lab is equipped with ten 
new computers and printers and with an outstanding selection of software. Additional computers are available in the library area. 
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Caleb in the Lion's Den 
By Jim E. Waldron 

During the Second World War an American 
officer and his troops found themselves sur
rounded. When the unit commander learned 

of their predicament, he issued the order: "The en
emy has us surrounded, don't let them get away." 

I think of this incident in connection with a 
young Christian man who last fall enrolled in Ball 
State University in Muncie, Indiana. Ball State is like 
similar state colleges and universities around the na
tion where evolutionary philosophy and moral rela
tivism dominate academic thinking and instruction. 
Often in such settings biblical values and moral con
victions are openly ridiculed and the faithful are 
shunned. Many young Christians find their faith and 
value system under severe pressure to conform and 
many do. 

Such has not been the case with Caleb Campbell, 
18, and there are good reasons for it. Caleb was 
raised in a Christian home by parents of conviction 
and dedication to the word of God. His four years of 
high school were done through home schooling. 
That has proven to be extremely important in rela
tion to his ability to stand on his feet with a ready 
command of biblical knowledge. During his high 
school years, Caleb was enrolled in a three-year 
Bible training school. 

After his high school courses in the morning 
hours five days a week, Caleb would spend four 
hours in intensive study of the Bible. These courses 
included exams and memory work every day. The 
following is a report by the justly pleased parents 
(Roger and Donna Campbell, Kiev, Ukraine) of this 
modern-day Daniel as he has faced the lions of 20th
century academia: 

Caleb is doing very well at Ball State and he 
likes it. During his first semester he had a speech 
class and his professor liked him. He asked 
Caleb to give speeches on moral issues that col
lege kids needed to hear about, such as drinking, 
smoking and abortion. 

Afterwards the class instructor told Caleb 
'Campbell, you are a jewel.' This same speech 
teacher talked to Caleb privately a few times 
about religious ideas and about the church of 
Christ. He is a Lutheran and he told Caleb to let 
him lcnow the next time he preaches in the area 
because he wants to hear him. 

This second semester (Winter and Spring 
1998) he has spoken out in his psychology class. 
Before he left home we had warned him as to 
what he could expect from the professors of 
such courses. 

In the very first week of the course Caleb 
stood before his 250 classmates and debated the 
professor on the question of homosexuality. 

A week later he debated a fr iend in a different 
class on the question as to whether or not design 
in the universe proves the existence of God. 
Caleb is not by nature one that seeks conflict, 
but he knows the truth and we are proud that he 
is willing and able to defend it. 

We write all these things not to brag on our 
boy, but to let those who taught Caleb in the 
Kiev Bible School know how he is doing in a 
secular university and how he is using the many 
things he learned not only from his parents, but 
from you. 

We thank all who had a part in teaching Caleb 
and preparing him to face all the garbage he 
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must face in the real world. He is a good kid, but 
the temptations are great and you know that 
even good kids can fall; so we ask you to re
member him in your prayers. 

He has a new job this semester working for 
the university as a tutor in math for other stu
dents. 

Caleb reminds me of the unorthodox reason 
given by Charles Spurgeon as to why the lions did not 
eat Daniel. He is quoted as saying, "The reason the 
lions didn't eat Daniel, was because he was mostly 
backbone and the rest of him was grit." 

I report these things about Caleb to help us real
ize the need to provide intensive Bible training 
schools for our youth. If local churches would pro
vide such classes in their buildings in the afternoons, 
our young men and women could go into secular 
schools, colleges and universities and not only defend 
their faith, but be effective in bringing souls to Christ 
and his kingdQm. However, as long as we are domi
nated by American secular culture, which says play
ing ball, having a good time, and having a part-time 
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job is more important than building the kingdom of 
God, it will not happen. 

It is written, "The wicked shall be turned into 
hell and all the nations that forget God" (Psa. 9:17). 
America, with its daily slaughter of more than 4,000 
babies, its legislative and court protection of 
Kevorkian murders, and presidential and media glo
rification of sodomites, is on a slide toward hell. 

God's little dynamos, local churches of Christ, 
must wake up to the need of truly training every dis
ciple to be "set for the defense of the gospel" (Phil. 
1: 17). And to "be ready to give a defense to every
one, who asks you a reason for the hope that is in 
you" (1 Pet. 3:15). The 45-minute Bible classes we 
call Sunday schools are not getting the job done. 
That's not to oppose such, but to emphasize the 
need for better and more teaching ·by the church. 

The final responsibility is on the shoulders of fa
thers and mothers, who, like Roger and Donna 
Campbell, must "raise up their children in the way 
they should go." P.o. Box 123 

Dunlap, 7N 37327 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

Dynamos 
By Jim Waldron 

The Avondale Church of Christ in Decatur, Ga., 
and the many congregations that co-operate 
with her exemplify the potential power of local 

churches of Christ. The Holy Spirit said "to God be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end" {Eph. 3 :21). "And the things 
that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also" (2 Tim. 2:2}. This local churches can do. 

The Avondale church, which is bi-racial, has an 
average attendance of about 325 each Lord's day. 
Overseen by Charlie Anderson, Fred Hill and Mickey 
Hixson, it is presently involved in training 275 men in 
three countries: India, Pakistan, and Ukraine. It spon
sors schools that are training 103 women to be teach
ers of women and children. The average monthly cost 
per trainee is about $35.00. The minister at 
Avondale, Randy Medlin, is a Freed-Hardeman 
graduate. Jim E. Waldron serves the church as evange
list and works with the schools in all three countries. 

India 
In India there are four schools training men to serve as 
evangelists, elders, and teachers. The largest one is at 
Dindigul, Tamil Nadu, and 146 married men were 
enrolled for the spring quarter this year. The school is 
a three-year, work-study program. Trainees receive a 
small stipend for the two weeks they are in school 
each month and are expected to work in their own 
villages two weeks to supplement that. Also they are 
active in their home congregations each Sunday while 
in school. After their first 18 months in the school, 
students are expected to begin a congregation on their 
own to help support them after graduation. 

The school began in June 1989 and has now 
graduated 121 men. Seven are serving as instructors, 
six have fallen away, and the vast majority of the oth
ers are preaching each Lord's Day supporting them
selves with assistance from their home congregations. 

There is also a school at Dindigul for single men. 
The two-year, full-time program has 49 enrolled. 
These students receive only food, lodging, and books. 
The principal is C. Aruldass. The students in both in-

stitutes have Bible courses about five ,...------.. 
hours per day and are urged to study 
privately for their GED or a trade. 

The married students along 
with the single men baptized about 
3,000 in 1994. The work of both 
schools is co-sponsored by the Sec
ond Avenue church in Casper, Wy. 

Two other schools meeting in Rod Rutherford 

Dindigul are under the oversight of 
the local elders. One is a school for single women, 
71 enrolled; Lily Aruldass is the principal. The other 
is Dindigul Bible Institute for the blind. The nine 
women and nine men enrolled are taught Bible, 
braille, and a trade. K. Shunmugam, principal is a 
1993 graduate of the program for married men. He 
is assisted in the work by his blind wife, Elizabeth. 

Pakistan 
The Islamic Republic of Pakistan has a population of 
129 million, and it is claimed that 97 percent of them 
are Muslims. Yet, by the grace of God there is a school 
of preaching in the city of Lahore. This school, begun 
in 1990, is conducted like the one for married men in 
South India; 16 are enrolled and 19 have graduated. 
The principal, Anwar Masih, is supported by the 
Lord's church in LaFollette. The church at Pinellas 
Park, Fla., owns the school property in Lahore and 
serves as co-sponsor with the Avondale church. 

Ukraine 
The Centre Church of Christ began meeting on Sept. 
1, 1991. The average Lord's Day attendance is 149. 
Two other congregations have been started by the 
Centre congregation. In September 1992 the church 
began the Kiev Bible Institute, directed by Roger 
Campbell. The school with 48 enrolled meets on the 
campus of Kiev Polytechnical Institute, and is the 
work of the Centre church and the Viva Drive congre
gation, Truman, Ark., sponsors of the Campbell fam
ily. Campbell and Kerry Sword work with the Centre 
church. P. 0. Box 171, Kiev, 252 001 

Ukraine 
Fp 
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We Shall Not Be Moved 
By J. A. McNutt 

The brethren in Colossae had been without 
Christ. They had been strangers to the cov
enants of promise, having no hope and with

out God, devoted to pagan idolatry and living lives 
of lust and shame. 

All this has now changed, since they have been 
redeemed by the blood of Christ and have become 
the children of God by faith, after being baptized 
into Christ (Gal. 3:26-27). 

Once they were without God, without hope and 
destined for eternal punishment. But now they can 
expect to stand before Christ in the judgment "holy 
and unblamable and unreproveable" (Acts 17:31). 

However, their eternal safety or security is con
ditional. "If ye continue in the faith, grounded and 
settled and be not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel" (Col. 1:23). 

We firmly believe in the security of the saint, but 
the believer must "take heed lest there be in any of 
you, an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
living God" (Heb. 3:12). 

The Faithful Need This Warning 
The most loyal Christians need these words of warn
ing. The faithful saints in Colossae needed to heed 
this warning. They had heard the gospel preached by 
Epaphras, a faithful minister of Christ, they had be
lieved and obeyed the truth but there were teachers 
of error who would try to deceive them. 

West Virginia 
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• Qualifled facult7 

Dlreotor 
Emaauel B. Daughel't7 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P. 0. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041.0785 

(304) 845-8001 

12 June 1998 
rarm Foundation 

Paul warns, "And this I say, lest any man deceive 
you with enticing words" (Col. 2:4 ). Again, "Beware 
lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudi
ments of the world, and not after Christ" (Col. 2:8). 

The devil and his agents are interested in de
stroying Christians. They hold sinners as slaves al
ready. If the devil has been trying to capture a Chris
tian for two thousand years and hasn't caught one 
yet, he is a fool for not quitting. His success has been 
too great to be successfully denied. 

The conflict has been ongoing since A4am and 
Eve were enticed by Satan in the Garden of Eden 
and the first apostasy was recorded. Jude warned 
that we should "earnestly contend for the faith, 
which was once delivered to the saints." And says 
that even "Angels which kept not their first estate, 
but left their own habitation, he has reserved in ever
lasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of 
the great day" ijude 3:6). 

The Foundations of Faith AHacked 
The greatest danger to the church in our day comes 
from some men trained by skeptical professors who 
have no regard for the authority of the Bible. Many 
years ago when modernism threatened the church, 
J. W. McGarvey declared that the movement was "in
spired by three evil spirits of evolution, higher criti-
cism and the new theology." · 

The present day inroads of postmodern theology 
in some of "our" schools and among many churches 
are from the same sources today. The rejection of 
"pattern theology," the introduction of a new 
hermeneutic for interpreting the scriptures, ridicul
ing the church as an irrelevance and salvation by 
grace alone without obedience is the result of reject
ing biblical authority. 

There is nothing new about this subjective ap
proach to religion, which substitutes feelings for 
faith in God and leads to compromise with and ac
ceptance of denominational error. If we must accept 
as our brother anyone who calls God Father, we ac
cept in full fellowship Jews, Moslems and Unitar
ians, together with those who claim to be saved by 
faith alone before and without baptism. 

The Bible teaches that we become children of 



God by faith when we are baptized into Christ (Gal. 
3:26-27). Open fellowship is open to sin and rebel
lion. Where does God draw the line of fellowship (1 
John 1:5-7)? 

Religious Termites Are Dangerous 

One pest control company advertises its services by 
describing the silent ravages of termites who destroy 
the beams that support the floor of the house while 
the owner reclines in his easy chair, unaware of dan
ger until the floor falls beneath him. This is a fitting 
illustration of how devious postmodern theologians 
have been in eroding the basic foundations of our 
faith in God. 

The denominational theologians began by casting 
doubt on the veracity of the Old Testament record 
calling the events recorded there oral traditions, leg
ends and myths. They denied the Mosaic authorship 
of the first five books of the Old Testament. 

They then attacked the New Testament record, 
saying that the stories, parables and teachings of 
Jesus began as oral traditions handed down by word 
of mouth from person to person and attributed to 
Jesus. This relegated the four gospels to secondhand 
accounts written by uninspired men. 

Some of our professors and preachers have at
tended these modernistic schools, sat at the feet of 
these atheistic teachers, and accept this false theol
ogy. They knew our brethren would not accept these 
views from the pulpit and they would be fired, so 
they resorted to deceitfully hiding their real views. 

Inspiration was no longer divine inspiration, but 
like the highly gifted writings of Shakespeare and 
Milton. They believed the Bible contained the Word 
of God instead of being the inspired Word of God. 
They claimed they were not changed, but they de
spised the church they had been reared in and de
clared that the church was doomed to extinction un
less it changed. They did not reveal what changes they 
had in mind, but it appears now that they want the 
church to acknowledge that it is a denomination that 
originated in the Restoration Movement of the 1800s 
instead of the Lord's church which was established on 
Pentecost (Acts 2). Furthermore, we must cease being 
distinctive and accept the pious unimmersed as breth
ren because they call God, Father. 

They tell us now, that there is no absolute or fi
nal standard that establishes truth. They say there is 
no final court of appeal. These pseudo-intellectuals 
overlook the authoritative voice of truth in the Word 
of God. It seems that all they can be sure of is that 

we can't be sure of anything. 
I am an old man who has spent 68 years preach

ing the gospel and defending the faith, having no 
doubt about the inspired, inerrant Word of God. I 
claim no inherent worth or merit that would earn 
my salvation, but through the grace of God I live, 
"in hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie 
promised before the world began" (Titus 1 :2) 

Many have drifted beyond the point of return
ing. God will "render to every man according to his 
deeds: To them who by patient continuance in well 
doing seek for glory an honour and immortality, 
eternal life: but unto them that are contentious, and 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, in
dignation and wrath" (Rom. 2:6-8). 

It is time for some moving to occur. But since 
faithful brethren cannot renounce their faith it is 
high time for the modernists among us to repent and 
return to their first love or move into the denomina
tional fellowship, which they seem to enjoy. They 
need to quit troubling the Lord's church and cease 
criticizing gospel preachers who established the local 
congregation where they now occupy the pulpit. 

24261Acosta Dr. 
Bartlett, 1N 38134 
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Marriage, Divorce, and Faith 
By Mark McEivany 

Whenever we talk about marriage, divorce, 
and remarriage, there are always a lot of 
questions. I would like to share with you a 

few thoughts I have on the subject. 
With God's law in effect today, in regard to mar

riage, divorce, and remarriage, we have half as many 
divorces as marriages in any given year. We also say 
that many of the problems we have in the world today 
are because of broken homes. 

Now, let's say for a moment there was no such law 
on divorce, even though many don't believe in it any
way. Do you think the percentage of divorces would 
increase? The probability is it would increase and not 
only in the world but also in the church. 

This would cause many more problems in the 
church and God wants unity in the church as well as 
in marriage. In Matthew 12:25 Jesus said, "Every 
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desola
tion, and every city or house divided against itself will 
not stand." If a house divided against itself cannot 
stand, neither will a marriage. 

God knew exactly what he w:as doing when he 
instituted the law on marriage, divorce, and remar
riage. In knowing God's laws ahead of time you will 
give more thought in choosing someone to marry. 
Also if you know there is no easy escape, you will 
make a greater effort to make your marriage work. 

We have others who might have a question on 
how a young woman, especially with children, can 
survive without remarrying. Let's say, for instance, 
that God's law on marriage, divorce, and remarriage 
is true, which it is. Which would be better, one, to 
remarry and be provided for by a new husband and 
then spend eternity in hell, or two, to maybe have it 
rough while living on this earth, and then go to 
heaven because you did what God commanded? 

Now, let me add something else. You notice I used 
the word maybe earlier. In Matthew 6:33 Jesus said, 
"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous
ness, and all these things shall be added to you." What 
are these "things" to which he was referring? 

Matthew 6:25 describes the things necessary for 
our life: food, drink, and clothing. God knows we 
need these things. In Matthew 6:30 Jesus says, "0 you 
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of little faith," in addressing those who would worry 
about food, drink and clothing which are necessary to 
sustain life. If he feeds the birds of the air and clothes 
the grass of the fields, wouldn't he much more take 
care of us? Where is our faith? Do we believe we are 
worth less than birds and grass to God? 

In Matthew 7:11, when comparing our earthly 
father to our heavenly Father, Jesus says, "If you then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your chil
dren, how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven give good things to those who ask Him!" 

God has promised to take care of our needs if we 
will seek his kingdom first, not second or third. Now 
what kind of God would we have if he made promises 
to us and then didn't keep them? He also promised us 
eternal life if we would be obedient to his word. 
Which promise are we to believe? If God breaks one 
promise he couldn't be the God of the Bible. 

"The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as 
some count slackness but is longsuffering toward us, 
not willing that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance" (2 Pet. 3 :9). 

God doesn't accept excuses for not being obedient 
to his Word. He has promised to see us through all 
problems in this life if we will just trust. in him and 
seek his kingdom first. 

P. 0. Box 1275 
Portia~ TX 78374 

(Mark McElvany is a deacon for the Wildcat Road 
church in Portland~ Texas~ where the ever faithful Jerry 
Moffit preaches.) 
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Houston College of the Bible Lectures 
David P. Brown, Lectureship Director 

"Calvinism" 
-June 21-24, 1998-

Sunday, June 21 
9:30 a.m ................ Calvinism and the Bible .................................................................................... Ira Y. Rice Jr. 

10:30 a.m ................ Calvinism and the Foreknowledge of God .................................................... David P. Brown 
4:00 p.m ................ The Second Working of Grace and the Illumination of the Holy Spirit .............. Lynn Parker 
5:00 p.m ................ Calvinism and the Providence of God ................................................................. Bob Berard 
6:00 p.m ................ The Holy Spirit Converts One to Christ by the Word of God ...................... Michael Hatcher 

Monday, June 22 
9:00 a.m ................ Calvinism and the Will of Man ........................................................................ Tommy Moore 

10:00 a.m ................ Are Grace and Works Mutually Exclusive? ......................................................... Kerry Clark 
11:00 a.m . ............... Total Hereditary Depravity ................................................................................... B. J. Clarke 
1:30 p.m . ............... Regeneration .................................................................................................... Tommy Hicks 
2:30 p.m . ............... Unconditional Election ......................................................................................... Marvin Weir 

................ Ladies Class for ladies only ............................................................................. Janice Garner 
3:30 p.m . ............... Irresistible Grace ...................................................................................... ...... Daniel Denham 
7:00 p.m . ............... Reconciliation .................................................................................................. Darrell Conley 
8:00p.m ................ The Holy Spirit Convicts One of Sin by the Word of God .................................. Tyler Young 

Tuesday, June 23 
9:00 a.m ................ Foreordination and Predestination ...................................................... .................. Lynn Blair 

10:00 a.m ................ Redemption ......................................................................... ............................ Tom Wacaster 
11 :00 a.m ................ Sonship ............................................................................................................ Eddie Whitten 
1 :30 p.m ................ The Last State Is Worse Than the First .............................................................. Don Walker 
2:30 p.m ................ Perseverance of the Saints .............................................................................. Wayne Coats 

................ Ladies Class for ladies only ............................................................................. Janice Garner 
3:30 p.m ................ Calvinism and the Holy Spirit ...................................................................... Noah Hackworth 
7:00 p.m ................ The Holy Spirit Sanctifies the Christian by the Word of God ........................... Michael Light 
8:00 p.m . ............... Are Love and Law Mutually Exclusive? .................................................... Roddy Covington 

Wednesday, June 24 
9:00 a.m ................ Salvation by Faith Only ....................................................................................... David Baker 

10:00 a.m ................ The Sovereignty of God ................................................................................. Gary Summers 
11 :00 a.m ................ One Can Lose His Faith and Deny the Gospel .................................................. Curtis Cates 
1 :30 p.m ................ Prayer ......................................................................................................... ........ Pat Mcintosh 
2:30 p.m ................ Are Grace and Law Mutually Exclusive? ...................................................... Lindell Mitchell 
3:30 p.m . ............... Limited Atonement ............................................................................................ Keith Mosher 
7:00 p.m . ............... When Does the Christian Possess Eternal Life? .................................................... Jim Boyd 
8:00 p.m ................ The Man to Whom God Will Not Reckon Sin ................................................. ... Dub McClish 

6:00p.m. -Monday-Wednesday- Congregational singing 
Lunch provided for everyone at noon each day by the Spring congregation. 

Displays upon approval • RV hookups • Housing information, Nancy Cohn (281) 353-3266 
Hard back book, audio and video tapes of lectures available. 

-Spring Church of Chrlst-
1327 Spring-Cypress Road • P.O. Box 39 • Spring, Texas 77383 

Bob Berard, HCB Director • David P. Brown, Evangelist 
Ken Cohn, Buddy Roth, Elders 
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Growth of the Church in ChaHanooga 
By E. Claude Gardner 

The church in the Chattanooga area is in gen
eral prospering and committed to New Testa
ment Christianity. Even though there have 

been some uncertain sounds the church is faithful 
and growing. To get where it is today it has gone 
thorough major struggles and sacrifices by many 
godly saints and dedicated preachers. The names are 
myriad of unsung heroes. Those who are critical of 
pioneer ancestors should be ashamed to question 
theit: good work. 

The growth of the church in this valley has been 
accomplished in the same way it has been done in 
other strongholds of the brotherhood. It has been by 
plain, simple Bible teaching without compromise. 
Aggressively they have pressed the claims of Christ 
and reinforced their distinctive teaching with a righ
teous Christian life. 

Before the congregations were planted in Chat
tanooga the church was begun nearby. The oldest 
one was at Rocky Springs, near Bridgeport, Ala., in 
1811. Historian Wendell Anderson Jacobs described 
the beginning as follows: 

A post road was opened from Knoxville to New 
Orleans in 1805. When the territory of Alabama 
was opened to white settlers, having been 
mostly occupied by the Cherokee Indians, 
people began to settle in northern Alabama. 
Among the first to arrive was a wagon train 
from Warren County, Tennessee. They located 
near the post road and founded the community 
of Antioch. Included was William J. Price, who 
had been baptized at Old Philadelphia, his wife, 
and a slave named Moses. They selected a home 
site near a spring, which they had found by fol
lowing a game trail. They named the place 
Rocky Springs. This family began the Rocky 
Springs Church of Christ. (History of Churches 
of Christ Chattanooga, Tennessee Area, p. 10). 

Anderson states that the church had 130 mem
bers in 1851 and 26 of these were black. It had el
ders and deacons. According to Anderson: 

The Civil War was most disastrous to the 
church. In the winter of 1864, the Union Army 
burned the building. Most of the members were 
scattered. Some returned in 1865 and resumed 
worship, began to slowly rebuild, completing a 
new structure in 1870. 
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Anderson quotes a letter written to David Lip-
scomb in 1867 by Washington Bacon: 

A few days ago, I was in Jackson County, Ala., 
near Bridgeport where there is a congregation 
of brethren worshipping at Rocky Springs and 
their condition is truly distressing. There are ten 
widows with 35 children that are needing bread 
and meat, and also old bro. William Price and 
his sister's wife, who heretofore were the pillar 
and stay of Rocky Springs congregation, are 
now in a state of dependence. 

The first effort to start the church in Chatta
nooga was in 1848 when two "State Evangelists" 
held a four-day meeting in a Presbyterian building 
but there were no converts. In 1860 the associate 
editor of the Gospel Advocate wrote that when he 
was in Chattanooga on January 16 he could not find 
a church and commented, "the attention of the 
brethren will be directed to Chattanooga very soon." 

It was not until the fall of 1871 that the church 
began at Walnut Street. A few Christian families had 
moved in from other areas. Later it digressed and 
some members left and started the church on 
Cowart Street in 1886. Prominent Restoration 
preacher, W.H. Hopson conducted a meeting there. 

After meeting in different temporary locations 
the church erected a new building and the church 
was chartered on Dec. 1, 1885, as the Walnut Street 
Christian Church. It was located in the center of the 
city, which had a population of 29,700. 

It was in the last half of the 1800s that the broth
erhood began a missionary society and introduced 
instrumental music. The Walnut Street church made 
its first contribution to the missionary society in 
18 81. When the new building opened the instru
ment was brought into the worship. Several objected 
including charter members and Dr. D.E. Nelson who 
was an original trustee. 

On Nov. 28, 1886, 16 members left and began 
Cowart Street Church of Christ. Included was E.A. 
Elam, minister, who later was an influential preacher 
and editor of the Gospel Advocate. The minutes of 
the meeting to organize a new congregation are in 
the handwriting of Dr. D.E. Nelson. 

It was Dr. Nelson, a physician who opposed the 



organ and asked that it be removed but his request 
was denied. Eventually 50 withdrew from a congre
gation of 188. Grady Miller states that the first con
gregation in Tennessee to divide over instrumental 
music was the Walnut Street church. 

Historian Jacobs recounted some interesting in
cidents in the early history of the Cowart Street 
church, known as the "mother church." He wrote: 

Lot was purchased on credit and money raised 
to build the shell of a building. The next year 
when payment came due, the brethren were un
able to make the payment and David Lipscomb 
became surety and finally had to pay the $500. 
For 10 years, he made no demands and early in 
1900 he proposed that if 400 dollars was paid, 
he would donate the rest. They raised 100 dol
lars and borrowed $321 on the lot and house, 
which they paid in two years. 

Jacobs reported: 
An effort was made continually to woo members 
back from Walnut Street. About 1889, C.R. 
Nichol was sent by Walnut St. to Cowart Street 
to invite the congregation, especially the young 
folk, to one of the Missionary meetings to be 
held at Walnut Street. Cowart Street's minister, 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

"Training Men to Preach Since 1978" 

One of the Most Comprehensive Bible Programs 
Available • Emphasizing the Verse-by-Verse 
Method of Bible Study • 72 Bible Courses Are Now 
Required for Graduation • Hebrew and Greek Lan
guage Study • Two Years of Course Work in Ex
pository Preaching • Two Years of Bible Research 
and Writing • Courses in Christian Doctrine • Two 
Courses in Debate Instruction • Course Work in 
Television Evangelism • Classes for Student Wives 

•New One-Year Graduate Program• 

For a free new catalog please contact: 

.Joseph D. Meador, Director 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 

A warm welcome awaits Incoming students! 

T.E. Tatum, asked him what he wanted to speak 
about and upon being told, he took him to one 
side and taught him the way of the Lord more 
perfectly. This young man began worshipping at 
Cowart Street, later entered Nashville Bible 
School and became one of the great preachers of 
the brotherhood. 

The congregation met until 1958. The property 
was taken for the interstate and members moved to 
Foust Street. 

Since the church was established over a century 
ago many congregations have begun. With a great 
heritage the brethren are pressing on to higher 
heights. Sound teaching and preaching characterizes 
the work of several good congregations. The Chatta
nooga area churches are worthy examples to other 
places as to what can be accomplished when there is 
commitment to pure, New Testament Christianity. 

(The primary source for the information is from 
History of Churches of Christ Chattanooga, Tennes
see Area by Wendell Anderson Jacobs published in 
1978). 
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Christian Hope 
By Adron Doran 

The hope, which a Christian possesses, is far 
greater in substance than mere wishful think
ing. The writer of the Hebrew letter said, "faith 

is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen" (Heb. 11:1). The apostle Paul wrote 
to the Romans, who had been "called to be saints": 

For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is 
not hope: for what a man seeth, why doeth he yet 
hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then 
we do with patience wait for it (Rom. 8:24-25). 

That is why Christians base their hope on the sub
stance of faith and their faith on evidence. 

The word hope comes into comparison with such 
words as desire~ expect~ anticipate~ wait~ and look for. 
My hope is weak if these aspects of my hope are weak. 
The apostle Paul wrote, "But now they desire a better 
country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God: for He hath prepared 
for them a city" (Heb. 11:16). 

Again, "According to my earnest expectation and 
my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with 
all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be 
magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by 
death" (Phil. 1 :20). 

Further: 
For they themselves shew of us what manner of 

· entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned 
to God from idols to serve the living and true 
God; and to wait for His Son from heaven, 
whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to come (1 
Thess. 1:9-10). 

Finally: 
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness, wherefore, beloved, see
ing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye 
may be found of Him in peace (2 Pet. 3:13-14). 
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The word hope and comparable terms are used in 
the Bible to contrast it with despair. The apostle Paul 
wrote that the Ephesians were at one time "without 
Christ .•. having no hope and without God in this 
world" {Eph. 2:12; 1 Thess. 4:13). But he adds "now 
in Christ Jesus ye ••. are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ" {Eph. 2:13). That is why the apostle was able 
to write to the Colossian brethren and say, "To whom 
God would make known what is the riches of the 
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is 
Christ in you the hope of glory" (Col. 1:27). 

The apostle Paul continues to admonish the Gala
tians, "Let us not be weary in well doing for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9). He is 
saying to them, in farm language, that in preparing the 
soil for the sowing of the seed and spending the grow
ing season in watering and cultivating the crop that 
they should not become weary and faint, because 
their hope will be realized in the fall at the time of 
gathering and harvesting the produce. 

The Christian's hope becomes "an anchor of the 
soul, both sure and steadfast" (He b. 6: 19). When 
Robert Owen visited Alexander Campbell at his farm 
in Bethany, Campbell took Owen out to the pasture to 
show him his prized catde. Owen pointed out one of 
the calves and said to Campbell, "I am just like that 
animal, neither of us has any fear of. death." "Yes," 
replied Campbell, "but neither of you has hope." 

Brother .N.B. Hardeman would describe hell to 
his Bible class as "a place where hope is a stranger and 
mercy has never been found." 

The Christian's hope is built upon our desire and 
expectation that God can and will keep his promise 
(fitus 1 :2). The apostle Paul wrote that love "belie
veth all things (and) hopeth all things" (1 Cor. 13: 7). 
The apostle Peter encourages us to "sanctify the Lord 
God in your hearts, and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 
3: 15). It is surely true that our hope is deepened when 
it is challenged, and we are able to defend our hope 
against all questions. 111 Woodland Ave. 

Lexington. KY 40507 
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Delivery of the Sermon 
By Jess Hall Jr. 

l sermon prepared does no one any good (with 
the possible exception of the preparer) until it 
becomes a sermon presented. Since even the 

best of preparation loses its impact if poorly deliv
ered, proper presentation must not be neglected. 

What are the types of delivery? What are the 
rules governing delivery? What are the hindrances to 
effective delivery? 

The well-known preacher, George Wakefield, 
described seven types of delivery. There may be dif
ferent labels for each of the types, but any 
church-goer who has heard many preachers will rec
ognize one or more of them. 

1. The sesquippedalian preacher - Loves polysyl
labic words that enable him to say nothing at great 
length. Uses big words to conceal little thoughts. 

2. The wishy-washy preacher - Characterized by 
vague generalizations that leave the hearers guessing 
at what he is trying to say. 

3. The pyrotechnic preacher- Fourth of July fire
works for every service_. Gestures flash, illustrations 
flame, and nostrils flare. The hearers are awed, but 
can't tell you what it was all about 15 minutes after 
the service. They are impressed with the messenger 
but miss the message. 

3. The anecdotic preacher - Strings stories to
gether for the allotted time, often lacking a theme to 
tie them together. The hearers soon lose interest. 
They look forward to the sermon's equivalent of 
"They lived happily ever after" - "Let us stand and 
sing." 

4. The flowery preacher- His expressions are as 
pretty as posies. Phrases flow and poets are quoted. 
Unfortunately, there is more rhyme than reason, 
more sentiment than scripture, and more poetic ex
egesis than practical exhortation. 

5. The mellifluous preacher - A well-modulated 
voice pours forth an unending flow of milk and 

Bible lnfonet 
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honey, but it is all sweetness and light with no con
viction. It has a firm grip on all the rules, but, lack
ing certainty, it fails to grip the hearer's conscience. 

6. The paregoric preacher - A sure cure for in
somnia, it numbs the posterior and blunts the brain. 
It gave birth to the parody of the child's prayer: 

Now I sit me down to sleep, 
The sermon's long, the subject's deep. 
If he should quit before I wake, 
Please give me a little shake. 

If you failed to find yourself in this list, don't 
take .great comfort just yet. Your absence from the 
list could result from one or more of several possible 
causes. First, you may just be reluctant to admit even 
the possibility that you could fall into one of these 
unflattering categories. (You may not want to show 
your hearers the list and ask their opinion of where 
you might fit!) Second, the list is illustrative, not ex
haustive. You may fit into some other category that 
is no better than those listed. 

The ultimate test of delivery is effective commu
nication. There are some guidelines (both positive 
and negative) that aid effective communication. We 
shall look at those next. 

10880 Memorial Dr. 
Houston, TX 77024 

]essHall@compuserve.com 
Fp 
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Curtis A. Cates, Director 

3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd. • Memphis, Tennessee 38125-2560 
School (901) 751-2242 

Bookstore (901) 751-9964 • Fax (901) 751-8098 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

What Adivities? 
By Irene C. Taylor 

F rom time to time the plea is heard, usually 
from mothers, "Why don't we have more ac
tivities for our young people?" Of course, ex

perienced leaders readily understand that "we" usu
ally means the preacher and/or class teachers. 

Parents seldom feel it is their responsibility to 
provide good, wholesome fun activities for their 
own children. A schedule for parents to volunteer to 
host regular fun activities for the children of the con
gregation makes the "need" soon disappear. 

It is precisely the parents to whom God has en
trusted this assignment. We live in a time when the 
concept is promoted that it is someone else's respon
sibility to provide our needs and wants for us. "It 
takes a village" to rear our children means the gov
ernment. "It takes the church" to provide activities 
for our young people means anyone but the parent. 

The question is, What kind of activities do we 
have in mind? Such a cry usually reflects a desire for 
the church to entertain. Plan a ball game, skating, 
bowling, and parents seem to make a special effort to 
see that son and daughter participate, unless ... well, 
unless ... 

Some today think the church should be involved 
in the entertainment business. A lot of money is spent 
building "multipurpose" buildings (formerly known 
as gymnasiums) to fill this "need." 

Many activities now sponsored are not whole
some. Time was when Christians knew that mixed 
swimming parties were off limits. We knew it was not 
possible to chaperone the dance into respectability. 
Some of the "lock-ins" have gotten out of hand. 

Elders seldom hear requests to provide more 
spiritual food for our young- for the entire member
ship. Why? Mothers, are you as interested in seeing 
that your children participate regularly in the Bible 
classes and worship services as in the fun activities? 

When spiritual forums for our young folks are 
scheduled, are your young people present? Some fo
rums schedule false teachers and include entertain
ment using religious songs with instrumental music or 
which use the voice to mimic instruments, and should 
be opposed, but how will you know if you send your 
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kids rather than take them. Parents 
should promote forums that teach 
how to be dedicated to God and his 
will. 

Paul declared that "bodily exer
cise profiteth little: but godliness is 
profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life that now is, and 
of that which is to come" (1 Tim. 4:8). The next 
verse declares, "This is a faithful saying and worthy 
of all acceptation" (v. 9). 

Jesus went aside on occasion to rest. All of us need 
a change of pace from time to time to refresh both 
body and mind. But our obsession with "bodily exer
cise" (pleasure and recreation) has gone overboard 
and crowded godliness out of first place in our lives. 

Pleasure has become the main pursuit of life and 
Christian service and dedicated living has been 
moved to the back burner. 

Priorities are learned in the home. The training 
parents give - by example first and then by verbal 
teaching - will, to a major degree, set the standard 
by which their children will live their lives. If plea
sure and recreation are of utmost importance to you, 
they likely will be to your children. Pleasure will not 
take them to heaven in eternity. Godly living will. 

Again we ask the question: When you request 
more activities for our young people, just what kind 
of activities do you have in mind? P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, 1N 36063 

Third Annual 
Central Texas Lectureship 

July 10-12, 1998 

"What Sayeth the Scriptures?" 

Tim Ayres • Gary Colley • Darrell Conley • Joe Cox 
Darrell Debo • Jess Hall Jr. • Bill Lockwood 

Dub McClish • Joseph D. Meador • Mike Wyatt 

Burnet Church of Christ 
2805 S. Water • Burnet, Texas 
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First Western Oklahoma 
Lectures 

June 26-27, 1998 

"Speaking as the Bible Speaks" 
Friday, June 26 

7:00 p.m ......... Speaking as the Bible Speaks 
..................................... Stephen Wiggins 

8:00 p.m ......... Concerning the Church 
Jesus Built... ...................... Roelf Ruffner 

Saturday, June 27 

9:00a.m ......... Concerning True Worship .. Robin Haley 

10:00 a.m . ........ Concerning the Inspiration 
of the Scriptures ................... Marlon Fox 

11:00 a.m ......... Concerning God's Law 
for the Home ....................... Wayne Price 

1 :30 p.m ......... Concerning Christ's 
Second Coming ....................... Pat Craig 

2:30 p.m ......... Questions and Answers .......................... . 
............................ Wiggins, Price, Cosby 

3:30 p.m ......... Concerning the Holy Spirit ... Ron Cosby 

conducted by 

B Avenue Church of Christ • Elk City, Oklahoma 
(In the large banquet room at the Ramada Inn 

1-40 & State Highway 6, Elk City 

Jerry Brewer • (580} 225-9190 • txbrew@juno.com 

A "total approach" to world evangelism

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman 
• Literature: Rod Rutherford 
• Bible correspondence Courses: Ray Sullins 
• Campaign follow-up: Ed Crookshank 

• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 
• Bible Questions: David Amos, Roy J. Hearn 

and Albert McDaniel 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 

Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Phone (601) 895-9740 • Fax (601) 895-9741 

A Dying Breed 
By Frank Chesser 

I Bible professor in one of our Christian col
leges recently remarked: "Those of us who be
lieve Matthew 19:9 are a dying breed. The 

younger generation doesn't believe it and are not go
ing to teach it." 

Who or how many do not determine truth. 
Wholesale rejection of the clear and obvious import 
of Matthew 19:9 will not change a jot or a tittle of it. 
Efforts to lessen the stringent nature of biblical teach
ing on divorce and remarriage is just one of many 
expressions of the permissiveness that has invaded the 
church within the last quarter of a century. 

"If while her husband liveth, she be married to 
another man, she shall be called an adulteress" (Rom . 
7:3). Thus, all marriages, subsequent to a divorce, are 
adulterous relationships. To this general law govern
ing the marital bond, Jesus made one exception, "ex
cept it be for fornication" (Matt. 19:9). Thus, God's 
divine formula for marriage is, "Divorce, except for 
fornication, plus remarriage, equals adultery." 

Ignoring God's "except" relative to the new birth 
Uohn 3:5), denominationalism has tampered with the 
scheme of redemption and made it impossible for its 
people to reach the blood of Christ. 

In like manner, some in the church have played 
havoc with the "except" of God's marriage law, thus 
destroying purity and promoting adultery. 

Judaizers altered God's "except" with regard to 
the gospel by adding one of their own. "Except ye be 
circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be 
saved" (Acts 15: 1). Such action constituted a gross 
perversion of the gospel. 

Fabricators within the church have limited God's 
"except" concerning marriage to those one-flesh rela
tionships involving two Christians. Such reprehen
sible action constitutes a flagrant distortion of God's 
design for the conjugal state. · 

Professional help is required to misunderstand 
God's law regarding marriage. The common man 
could read and study the New Testament for a lifetime 
and never arrive at the preposterous conclusions pres
ently being promoted by the erudite among us. May 
God grant a renewal of life and number to the "dying 
breed." 6273 Sycamore Dr. 

Montgomery, AL 36117 
FF 
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Potpourri ••• 
ltfaies Sease 1 

OA retired Methodist preacher, A.J. Johnson, 
calls attention to untraditional theologians who 
deny the virgin birth and the physical resurrection of 
Jesus. 

From Union Seminary of New York a repre
sentative said, 'We don't need folks hanging on 
crosses and blood dripping and weird stuff.' 

Another denied that God is a personal deity 
who reveals himself through jesus Christ and 
the Holy Spirit. 

Another wrote that Sophia is the 'erotic Heart 
of the Universe' and she alone is responsible for 
resurrecting jesus." 

Another says God is not eternal but is an 'ex
perience of life.' 

Ignacio Castuera, a United Methodist 
preacher from California, wrote, 'Is God in con
trol? I hope not. God is one power among other 
powers. The past is far more powerful than 
God.' 

The United Methodist Church, like the Disciples 
of Christ, has lost about half its members, and the 
exodus continues. 

If the Bible is not the very Word of God and de
pendable, then why pay attention to anything it 
says? Once the idea that the Bible is impotent is ac
cepted by any church - a work of inan and not a 
revelation from deity - the entire uselessness of that 
religious organization is apparent and a free-fall in 
membership is inevitable. 

The gospel is the power of God to save and is the 
strength of the church. If that is undercut, the 
church has lost its power and is worthless. It is just a 
matter of time until it becomes a thing of the past. 

We have professors at Abilene, Nashville, and 
Malibu who deny verbal inspiration and Bible accu
racy. They say the mother of Jesus was a "sexually 
questionable woman," and the board of directors 
and the administration upholds them. 

The next step is to reject the resurrection of 
Jesus as a historical fact and the importance of his 
blood-sacrifice. That pulls the plug and we will go 
swirling, swirling, swirling down the drain. 

Right now the church is holding its own, or just 
about, and the major denominations are declining 
stupendously. If some university professors have their 
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way, the churches of Christ will plunge into this abyss 
and become as irrelevant as any other denomination. ,,,, 

OA post on RM-Bible, a list-sever on ACtrs in
ternet connection (this costs ACU a bundle), raised 
the question to Rob McRay, preacher for the Bering 
Drive church in Houston, about what changes liber
als are trying to make in the church. 

McRay, a self-described change-agent, did not 
hesitate to respond (RM BIBLE, ACU.EDU, Dec, 
1997). Here is his list of things change agents in the 
churches of Christ are trying to do: 

1. Reject the Bible as a law book and deny that it 
is a blueprint or pattern. [It is, according to this 
view, a collection of suggestions that may be ac
cepted or discarded.] 

2. Correct an overemphasis on baptism and obe
dience and underemphasis on grace. 

3. Recognize the pious unimmersed as saved. 
[Mike Cope and Rubel Shelly do this when they laud 
John Stott and approve this unbaptized, Anglican 
preacher as a paragon of Christianity.] 

4. Plunge the church in to political reform av
idly promoting social justice and opposing poverty 
and racism. [This is an unholy collectivist-Marxian 
philosophy, and sounds mighty like the World Coun
cil of Churches.] 

S. Reject traditional worship (S acts) in favor of 
more "meaningful and relevant expressions of wor
ship." [Charismatic worship is his announced goal 
and, believe it or not, he specifically says that he op
poses "dignified" worship.] 

6. Promote some of the nine spiritual gifts of the 
Spirit (1 Cor. 12:8-1 0). [He does not say specifically, 
but implies he has in mind "divers kinds of 
tongues."] 

7. Give women a position of leadership in the 
worship and work of the church. [Some, he says, call 
for "women preachers and elders."] 

8. Change the organization of the church by 
promoting the house church - at least on Sunday 
and Wednesday nights. [He connects "cell groups" 
with changing the organization of the church and 



thereby may have admitted more than he intended 
to admit.] 

We think McRay is right - that is, he has accu
rately described the changes that liberals in Abilene 
and Nashville and Malibu are trying to force on 
churches of Christ. 

O(If you would like a photocopy of the McRay 
email, contact Firm Foundation, P.O. Box 690192, 
Houston, TX 77269, giving your mailing address.) 

Kos 

OA Roman Catholic priest named Rudy Kos ad
mitted and was convicted of multiple acts of child 
molestation. Kos is homosexual and seduced his al
tar boys. One report describes him as "sucking their 
toes while wearing his priestly robes" (Houston 
Chronicle, March 28, 1998). Anyway, Kos is headed 
to the slammer for the next several decades. Anyone 
who thinks the great majority of male homosexuals 
will not pervert the youth is several bricks short of a 
full load. Will those who buy into the homosexual's 
plea that they are only asking that two men or two 
women be allowed to live together in a loving and 
monogamous relationship please contact me for 
some oceanfront property in Arizona? j,,,,., 

Oln the Chicago 'Iribune (Mar. 19, 1998) Joan 
Beck wrote a piece called, It Doesn~t Count as Infi
delity if ••• (Oh please!). She was talking about our 
Commander-in-Chief and explaining how some jus
tify sleazy behavior. She wrote: 

A frequent psycho-biological excuse is that al
pha males are aggressive leaders who are charac
teristically more sexually active with more fe
males than other males. That is supposed to ex
plain not only gorilla behavior but observations 
that a political leader's sexual affairs are consid
ered routine in some other countries and that 
historians can find evidence - or rumors - of 
sexual affairs in the lives of many American 
presidents. If you want a powerful leader, this is 
what you get, the rationalization goes (Kudos to 
Earl Davis for sending a copy of the article). 

Candidates for high office, according to this cri
terion, should grandly advertise their sexual con
que,sts and proudly report the number of seductions. 
Marital infidelity should be on their r~sumes. 

According to National Review one high school 
student said that "the seventh commandment is, 
'Thou shalt not admit adultery.,, 

Well, "'taint funny, McGee., 

Ninth Annual 
North"West Arkansas 

Lectureship 

-July 12-15, 1998-

"Jesus Spoke In Parables" 

Sunday, July 12 
10:30 a.m ........ The Sower ................................. Ted Knight 
6:00 p.m •••••••• The Mustard Seed, The Leaven 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Dennla Gulledge 
7:00 p.m •••••••• The Hidden Treasure, 

The Pearl of Great Price •••••••••• Bill Graddy 

Monday, July 13 
9:30 a.m •••••••• The Barren Fig Tree •••••••••••••••• Bob Turner 

10:30 a.m •••••••• The Unmerciful Servant ••••••••••••••. Ervin Hill 
1 :00 p.m •••••••• The Good Samaritan ••••••••••••.• Mike Hixson 
2:00 p.m •••••••• Open Forum .............................. Ted Knight 
6:30 p.m •••••••• Singing ...................... Richard England Sr. 
7:00 p.m •••••••• The Rich Fool ....................... David Gibson 
8:00 p.m •••••••• The Tares •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• lvle Powell 

Tundsy, July 14 
9:30 a.m •••••••• Wedding Gannent •••••••••••••••• Ray Crawford 

10:30 a.m •••••••• Counting the Cost •••••••••••••••••••• Jim Gaskill 
1:00 p.m •••••••• Prodigal Son .............................. Kevin Rulz 
2:00 p.m •••••••• Open Forum .............................. Ted Knight 
6:30 p.m •••••••• Singing •••••••••••••••••••••• Richard England Sr. 
7:00 p.m •••••••• Dishonest Steward ••••••• Johnle Scagga Jr. 
8:00 p.m •••••••• Pharisee and Publican •• Don Deffenbaugh 

Wednesday, July 15 
9:30 a.m •••••••• Laborers In VIneyard ••••••••••• Max Patterson 

10:30 a.m •••••••• Wicked Husbandman ••••••••••••••• Robert Ball 
1:00 p.m •••••••• Ten VIrgins •••••••••••••••••••••• Terry w. Frizzell 
2:00 p.m ........ Open Forum .............................. Ted Knight 
6:30 p.m •••••••• Singing ...................... Richard England Sr. 
7:00 p.m ........ Talents ..................................... Dean Fugett 
8:00 p.m •••••••• Sheep and Goats ••••• Richard England Sr. 

-Terry S. Frizzell, Director 
(501) 743-1212 or 743-2663-

-Bellefonte Church of Chrlst-
4464 Highway 65 S. 

Harrision, Arkansas 72601 
(870) 743-1212 or 743-2663 
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Ouores 
O"Moral relativism has set in so deeply that the 

gilded classes have become incapable of discerning 
right from wrong. Everything can be explained 
away, especially by journalists. Life is one great 
moral mush - sophistry washed down with 
Chardonnay" (Ambrose Evans-Pritchard). 

O"The ordinary citizens, thank goodness, still 
adhere to absolutes. A lie is an abomination. A vow 
is sacred. Unjustice cannot be excused" (Ambrose 
Evans-Pritchard). 

O"Billy Graham forgives him for what? What 
has the president admitted to doing? Billy Graham 
forgives him for something the president has denied 
in his deposition he has ever done. It seems to me 
forgiveness usually follows admission of guilt and 
apology ••• or has the president told Billy Graham 
something he hasn't told the rest of us" (Wtlliam 
Bennett, quoted in the Chicago Tribune, Mar. 11, 
1998 

loorarf 
OAuthorities in Seoul, South Korea, banned a 

gay film festival at Yonsei University. The university 
also threatened to turn off the power in the building 
that was to house the festival (Reason, April 1998). 

OWhen travel agents for Adantis Events, a tour 
operator that caters to homosexuals, contacted ports 
of call for a January cruise, they were told the ship 
would not be welcome in the Cayman Islands. Mem
bers of homosexual advocacy groups in the U.S. and 
Britain are furious. Hey, we're glad your mad. 

,. & IYIIIIIII1M 
OAs Promises Keepers fades from view, it is ag

grandized by Wineskins (dateline Dec. 1997, but 
mailed Mar. 1998). It seems unwise to jump on a band
wagon after its wheels have come off. Behold! There 
sits the wagon all empty except for Shelly, Cope, 
Morrison, and Anderson wearing their PK beanies and 
T-shirts, while even McCartney disappears over the 
distant hill. Promise Keepers has gone belly-up and the 
Wineskins~ bosses don't know it - yet. 

le·IIIVeDflag t6e SdJool 
OChester E. Finn Jr., Assistant Secretary of Edu-

cation, wrote in the Wall Street Journal: 

The public school system as we know it has 
proved it cannot fix itself. It is an ossified gov
ernment monopoly that functions largely for the 
benefit of its employees and interest groups 
rather than that of children and taxpayers. 
American education needs a radical overhaul. 
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Cal Thomas (Los Angeles Dmes Syndicate) com-
mented: 

Mr. Finn recommends re-empowering parents, 
and that begins with giving them the choice and 
money to sen~ their children to the schools they 
believe will provide the best education. When 
public education began, it had the egalitarian 
objective of supplying a social and intellectual 
melting pot that would ensure an equal educa
tion for everyone. It has succeeded in providing 
an equally bad education for too many. 

Thomas added: 
Not only are the public, or government, schools 
failing intcllec:tu·ally, they arc failing morally. 
The schools have long been one large laboratory 
for teaching liberal views of sex and the envi
ronment, and rewrites of American history in fa
vor of multicultural education. 

We nod, and say, "This same thing is true of 
many universities operated by 'our' brothers and sis
ters. They fail morally because they rob the dead -
taking money given for one purpose by people now 
deceased and converting it to promote another 
agenda. In law this is called fraud. They lead the way 
in rewriting the history of the church and in defam
ing leaders of the past. They do not 'cease to pervert 
the right ways of the Lord.' Mothers and fathers will 
one day wake up to see that their offspring ·have 
been suclcled by a wolf." •. ,.,., 

Oln Durham, N.C., road rage seems to be part 
of the driver's ed curriculum. David Cline, an in
structor for the public school system, was suspended 
after he allegedly ordered a student driver to chase a 
car that had cut them off. After catching the offend
ing driver, Cline is said to have socked him (Reason, 
April 1998). Class dismissed. 
rate r.. js,,,, 

OA student at ACU reports that in a Bible class, 
taught by Professor Andre (Mary-was-a-sexually
questionable-woman) Resner, a film of a sermon by 
Dr. Thomas Long, a Presbyterian preacher was 
shown. The student objected, saying, "I was raised a 
Presbyterian and can confidently say that the 
Princeton Professor (Dr. Long) is not a Christian be
cause he has never obeyed the gospel." Professor 
Resner (there is some question about whether he is or 
is not a doctor) cut the student off with the statement: 
"I know where you are going with this, and we are not 
going to go there in this class." Oh, really! 
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lla611ppy Gap 

OThe Baptist General Convention of Texas on 
Feb. 24 ousted the University Baptist Church (across 
the street from the University of Texas in Austin) for 
embracing gays, (male homosexuals) and lesbians 
(women homosexuais). Please notice that lesbians 
are not gay, and gays are not lesbian. The church has 
about 20 sexual-perverts who now rattle around in a 
1,000 seat auditorium, munching chicken, and say
ing to one another, "Thank God for what we have 
learned by standing with a group of people who 
have been marginalized and shamed" (Chicago 7H
bune, Mar. 6, 1998, by way of Earl Davis). 

Alloy I 
Oln 1925 the United Church of Canada was 

formed when Congregationalists, Methodists, and 
some Presbyterians merged into an ecumenical 
group. Bill Phipps was recently elected Moderator 
(head-guy) for this freewheeling bunch. Mr. Phipps 
denies "the virgin birth, the bodily resurrection of 
Christ, the existence of heaven and hell, and, most 
directly, the deity of Christ" (Word, Mar. 7, 1998). 

"I don't believe Jesus was God," said Mr. Phipps, 
"but I'm no theologian." (Well, neither are most of 
the theologians.) Mr. Phipps went on, "I don't be
lieve jesus is the only way to God. I don't believe he 
rose from the dead as a scientific fact. I don't know 
whether these things happened. It's an irrelevant , 
question." 

R. Albert Mohler commented: 
The controversy concerning Mr. Phipps is just 
one more milestone in the theological collapse 
of the liberal churches. His heresy is no longer 
remarlcable in itself- but we are shocked by the 
boldness with which he, as the moderator of 
Canada's largest Protestant denomination, 
launched his attack upon Christ. 

I mean, good grief, how much more ecumenical 
can you get? 

UHie Glldrea 
0 Earl Davis sent copies of the Chicago 7Hbune 

(Mar. 15 and 22, 1998) reporting unfavorably on 
the Save the Children program that is promoted by 
TV ads featuring Sally Struthers. The ads beg money 
by showing the pitiful and heart-rending faces of 
children in poverty. The Tribune says this is some
times a deception that cheats people and does not 
help the kids (Much obliged, Earl, for sending the 
articles). 

Tear-jerking appeals are usually worthless. 
Charles Dickens wrote more than a hundred years 

ago, "There are strings in the human heart that had 
better not be vibrated." 

laferesflag - Veeeeeery lateresflag 
0 Philosopher Christiana Somers charges that 

"today's young people are suffering from cognitive 
moral confusion." She says, "This was recently dem
onstrated by Tonight Show host Jay Leno. Leno fre
quently does "man-on-the-street" interviews, and 
one night he collared some young people to ask 
them questions about the Bible. "Can you name one 
of the ten commandments?" he asked two college
age women. "One replied, "Freedom of speech?" 
Mr. Leno said to the other, "Complete this sentence: 
Let he who is without sin .•. "Her response was, 
"have a good time?" Mr. Leno then turned to a 
young man and asked, "Who, according to the Bible, 
was eaten by a whale?" The answer: "Pinocchio." 

Briefs 
OMore than 1,300 United Methodist clergy 

(about 3 percent of the denominations total) have 
signed an "In All Things Charity" statement affum
ing "appropriate liturgical support" for same-sex 

Cane Ridge 
Restoration Lectureship 

"What the Bible Says" 
-Thursday-Sunday-

July 3D-August 2 

V. P. Black 
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marriages and dissenting from the denomination's 
quadrennial meeting in 1996 in which voting del
egates reaffirmed that "the practice of homosexual
ity is incompatible with Christian teaching." 

OThe Alabama Supreme Court ruled January 16 
that Circuit Judge Roy Moore may continue to dis
play a plaque of the Ten Commandments behind his 
bench and to allow prayers to be recited publicly be
fore the sessions begins." 

le11r 
O"The remarkable thing bout fearing God is that 

when you fear God you fear nothing else, whereas if 
you do not fear God you fear everything else." 

lummmmm 
OThe Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court 

ruled 6 to 0, December 9, that a divorced father must 
stop imposing his religious beliefs on his three chil
dren, who live with their mother of a different faith. 
Barbara Kendell, an Orthodox Jew, has been raising 
the _children, ages 4, 6, 9, since her 1994 divorce from 
Jeffrey Kendall, caused in part by his joining the Bos
ton Church of Christ. The court ruled that Kendall 
had "substantially harmed" the children by putting 
his religious beliefs above their well being" (Chris
tianity Today, Feb. 9, 1998). 

liretl 
0 Larry Phillips contends that he was verbally as

s~ulted, mocked, harassed and eventually fired by his 
Missouri Division of Family Services supervisions be
cause of his objections to the placement of children in 
homes of homosexual foster parents. 

Currently about 25 states allow adoption by one 
homosexual parent. In December, New Jersey be
came the first state to allow adoption by a homo
sexual couple (Christianity Today~ Feb. 9, 1998). 
SIC 

GThe Southern Baptist Convention admits that 
more than half of the 15.7 million members carried 
on its rolls are inactive. The figures show 20.7 percent 
of church members are listed as "resident actives," 
which means they have stopped attending, and 31.8 
percent as "non-resident," which means they have 
moved away but remain on the active rolls. Some of 
the latter may be included on the active rolls of 
churches to which they have moved. 

Shucks! Those of us who have preached for any 
length of time know this. I know of a Baptist Church 
with an auditorium that seats 500 claiming a member
ship of 10,000. It's like golf- if you want to score 
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well you have to lie. In golf, they call this "having a 
good lie." 

Our brothers are not far behind. Some of the 
"big" crowds at some of the premier meetings are 
mostly a figment. It does not matter - at the final 
judgment few are chosen. "I want to be in that num
ber, when the saints go marching in." How about you? 
Carfooa 

OGuy holding a duck says, "Sure, this little fella 
walks like a duck, and quacks like a duck ••• but actu
ally, he's a giraffe." Man and woman standing by say, 
"Well, I'll be." And "Can we get a picture of him graz
ing the tree tops?" 
JIJaab, lleltla 

ONeida Clark of Fort Worth (actually Bedford) 
sent a newspaper clipping from the Fort Worth Star 
Telegram reporting Oim Jones Star-Telegram writer), 
that. "Jesus was crucified, but the story surrounding 
his crucifixion was mostly fiction." The Scholars, who 
make up the Jesus Seminar say, "Jesus went to parties 
a lot. He celebrated quite a bit, so much so that he 
gained a reputation as a glutton arid a drunk.~ 

Robert Funk, founder of the Jesus Seminar, said, 
"We doubt that Mary conceived without sexual rela
tions with some male. We don't know who Jesus' fa
ther was. We think it might have been Joseph, but the 
evidence is mighty thin." He added, "The empty tomb 
stories are legends." 

Well, What do you think, Andre Resner? And, 
how about you, Royce Money? Will William Young 
stand up and speak out? 

Gootl, I J61ai 
OCongress established a $50 million system of 

block grants for states that set up sex "abstinence edu
cation" programs. 

Rep. Tom Bliley (R-VA) cited news reports of 
states that planned to use abstinence education money 
to expand after-school sports. 

In another letter to the program's administrator 
Bill Archer (R-Texas) contends that several states have 
placed people who favor "abstinence plus birth con
trol" (whatever that means) in charge of their pro
grams. 
Bey 

OGene Copeland from Hesperia, Calif., wrote: 
"On several occasions I have been labeled a legalist •••• 
When this happens, I always kindly say, I follow the 
Law of Christ." 



Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Brother Meador, why are "change 
agents" now being used in the Lord's church? Can you 
shed some light on the origin of change agents. 

Answer: What is the motivation behind such a 
movement? The answer is obvious, it is to affect an 
historical and doctrinal change in the modern church. 

For a number of years various industries and edu
cational institutions have utilized the services of ad
ministrative specialists called change agents. These 
individuals have the paid responsibility to affect cer
tain changes in the organizational structure which top 
level management desires. Many times, middle to 
lower level managers are resistant to such changes, 
but change they must if the corporation or institution 
is to function according to the CEO's standards. Some 
have.~o_w freely borrowed the administrative concept 
of ut1hzmg change agents and some in the church have 
openly proclaimed themselves as such. 

One example of change-agent tactics is to re-in
vent history to suit the intended agenda. That has 
certainly been a large part of the effort to denomina
tionalize the church today. For instance, in their book 
titled Illusions of Innocence: Protestant Primitivism in 
America,. 1630-1875, (University of Chicago Press, 
1988), Richard Hughes and Leonard Allen vigorously 
assert that the desire to restore New Testament Chris
tianity as shared by early preachers and my many to
day, is a historically flawed concept of reality. In a 
forward to their book Robert N. Bellah states: 

Implicit in the rhetoric of American millen
nialism is the fundamental theme of restoration 
to a primitive, primeval innocence. Richard T. 
Hughes and C. Leonard Allen argue that from co
lonial times to the nineteenth century and even 
0 ' m so~e cases, through the twentieth century, 
Amencans have wanted to recover those 'first 
times' that stand behind our historical past. They 
show how the restoration perspective has 
worked in two important ways in American life. 
Some Americans have enshrined 'first times' as a 
kind of transcendent norm that stands in judg
ment on the ambiguities of the present. Others 
have fully identified their denomination or even 
the nation itself with the purity of 'first times.' 
Hughes and Allen elucidate the illusion thus fos-

~ered in the minds of Americans: that they are an 
mnocent and natural people who, in effect, es
caped the powerful influences of history, culture, 
and tradition. 

Such a perspective is itself flawed. It smacks of the 
irresponsible historical revisionism that has plagued 
other areas of our society including American history 
as it is now taught in not a few of our public schools. 

First, the desire to restore the worship of God is 
not new. It was the ministry of Jesus to correct the 
false concepts of worshiping God which existed 
among a divided Judaism. Jesus taught that Judaism 
would soon pass into a more perfect form of worship 
(cf. John 4:7-26). 

Second, the desire to abide by first principles and 
a pattern of our obedience is not new. Peter admon
ished all Christians to follow in the lifestyle of Jesus 
Christ; he alone is our example ("pattern, or speci
men copy, cf. 1 Pet. 2:21). 

Third, the desire to escape this sinful world is not 
new. According to Bellah, the faithful Christian is a 
rather simple-minded fellow who has unwittingly 
been duped into believing that there is really some
thing to this notion of restoring New Testament 
Christianity. We are just so natural and primitive that 
we just can't help ourselves. 
. !his gross exaggeration is just plain wrong! Peter, 
m h1s second epistle, gives us the way to truly escape 
the defilement of this world. It is not through drugs, 
alcohol, obsessive relationships, or any other form of 
sin. Rather, we can escape the evil effects of this world 
only through the Gospel. The gospel is God's remedy 
for man's sins. It records accurately God's salvational 
history from the beginning of creation, the coming of 
Messiah and the establishment of the eternal king
dom, the church. God's gospel is accurate and rela
tive, and has never been in need of any revision. 
Therefore, let us begin to take serious note of such 
tactical attempts as the pseudo-historical revision of 
who we are as the Lord's church. 

Brethren, may each of us purpose to live in har
mony with the teachings of Jesus Christ, and may we 
each purpose to become a child of God that is pleasing 
unto the Lord. We will be mocked, ridiculed, and 
persecuted along the way. May we love our enemies 
and always manifest a Christ-like attitude toward 
them. And may each one of us remain strong to the 
finish as we serve a Savior who is the head of the body, 
the true church, which is in all ways true to genuine 
history (cf. Rev. 2:10). 8900 Manchaca Rd. 

Austin, TX 
FF 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching ..••.•.••• Lakeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth. Lectures •••••••••••••.••.•••••.••• Ft. Worth, Texas 

Fe•ruary 
I Freed-Hardeman University ••• Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship ••.••••.••••• San Antonio, Texas 
3 Cebume, Texas Forum 

· 4 North Texas Firm Foundation Lectures 
••••••••••••• :~ •••••• · •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Talco_. Texas 

March 
I E1 Paso Lectures •••.•••••.•••••••••••••.•••••.••• El Paso, Texas 
I East Tennessee School of Preaching 

•••••••••••••••.• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• K.ttoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 
· •••••••••••••••••• · •.•••••••••••••..•••••••••• Montgomery, Alabama 

3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures •••••. Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching ••• Memphis, Tennessee 

' .. ·' April 
I Northeast Oklahoma l.;ectures •• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ..................... Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

•• ••••• •• •• ••• ••• ••••••• ••• •• •• •• • • • ••• • • •••••• Sugar Creek, Missouri · 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ......................... Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
~ Eas~ Tex,as Le~res .......................... Marshall, Texas 

May 
' I. Telinesseess B~ble College Lectureship 

, .••••••.••• : ••••• ~ ••.••••.•.••••..••• · ••••••••. Cookeville, Tennessee 
I Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

...•...•••••••.•........••••..•.•..••...•..........••.••••• Jerome, Idaho 
I VISalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

•••••••••••• : •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "Visalia, California 
I Gulf Coast Lectures •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee. 

~························································Red Oak, Texas 
2 VugiDia Bible Lectureship 

•••••••••••• •••••••• •••••• ••••. •• ••• . •• ••• •• Christiansburg, Wrgini4 
3 Truth in Love Lectures .•••••••••••••••• Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship ............................... Taylor, Texas 

June 
I Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

•••••.• ~ •.••••• ~.~ ••••••••••••.••••••••.••••••••••••.•••••• Dayton, Ohio 
·. I Bellview Lectures ......................... Pensacola, Florida 
2 Hou$ton. College of the Bible Lectures 

•..••.•••.••••..••.•.••••••..•...••.•••.•..••..•..•....•. Houston, Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••• Mt. juliet, Tennessee 
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July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship •••••.•••.••••••• Burnet, Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

.•••.••••..•••••••.•..••.••••••••••••••.••..•.•.•. Harrison, Arkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures .••••••...••••• Bastrop, Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.••• Lexington, Kentucky 
4 Seek Old Paths ••••.•••••••.••••••••••• Corinth, Mississippi 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••• Beeville, texas 
4 NW Tennessee Bible Lectures ••••••••• Paris, Tennessee 

August 
I Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•.•. St. Albans, West Wrgini4 
I Northwest Tennessee Lectures ..•••••• Paris, Tennessee 
I Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sevierville, Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship ••••••••••••••• Southaven, Mississippi 
3 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• Garden City, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• Farmington, Missouri 

Septem•er 
I Robertson County Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• Greenbriar, Tennessee 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Chattanooga, Tennessee 
3 Central Oklahoma Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••..•••••••••• McLoud, Oklahoma 
4 4-State Lectureship •••••••••••••••••••••••• Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures •.••.••.•••••• Independence, Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship • Steubenville, Ohio 

Odo•er 
I Northern New England Lectureship 

••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••• Tilton, New Hampshire 
2 Lubbock Lectureship •••••••••••••••••••••• Lubbock, Texas 
2 Palmetto Biblical Studies •••••• Greer, South Carolina 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship •••• Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Vu-ginia School of Preaching Lectureship · 

•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Moundsville, West Wrgini4 

Novem•er 
I Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mechanicsville, 'Virginia 
I Eastside Lectureship ••••••••••••• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton Lectures ••••••••••••••••••• Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship ••••••• Tuscumbi4, Alabama 
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-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of •oracles of God• 

-Alaska
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L Laux (907\ 243-7007 '···· Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-49~!-. •• 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 ••••• 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block &om Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

-.Arkansas -
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (870) 932-1643. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S p.m. CST, 6 p.m. DST, Wed. 7 
p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. ••••• 
Seal Beach- Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

••••• 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707). 44~-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worshap wath us. 

••••• 
Visalia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed.? p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
pear:h:r. Home of Greater Vasalia Pinn 
Poruulalion Lectureship 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Paitb. 
Craig - Downtown ·ch;r~h of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Sueet Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St.(~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia~ FL 34265 
Clearwater - Centr~i Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 
Gainesville- 39th. ;.;; Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 3~~-?1?7. 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. .... , . 
Lake City- Lake City Cnurch of Chnst, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. ••••• 
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 ••••• 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m • 

Orlando - South o:~do Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. &om lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thun. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 
Orlando-Winter Park.:.: S~uth Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657·0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 
Pensacola - Bellvie~· Ch~rch of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-1595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 
Sarasota - Midway:•7ii6 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 M:J; s:. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475 • 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 P..m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 
Duluth - 3249 H.;f ·1io, 30096. sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159 • 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foutulalion Northwest Lecture
ship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bronson Ostic, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. -Damascus Church of Chrisc, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, D811WCU120872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1651 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun.10, 10:55 a.m.;6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (3.13) 42.2·8&&0 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit co 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. www.hislight.com/sccoc 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722~1871. 

••••• 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 1 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205 • 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) '24-
5300 . 

-Missouri-
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. '• 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 38U. 

• •••• 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 1S&-S92S. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopccofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com ·emaiL 

-Nevada-
Boulder Cty - Boulder City Church of Qrist, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. SUD. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293· 
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 HW St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (91') 
917-1556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2.211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., & 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 174-6801. Watcra Ohio 
Valley Finn Pou.ulatiOif Lccturahip. · 

••••• 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., & p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. . .... 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wrighr-Paucnoa 
AFB., 922 S. Cenual (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. • •••• 
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th,% mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home o(Okl4homa 
City School of Biblu Slutli~ (405) 132-1050 
or 139-0105. · · • • •. • 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 181-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

· - Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
datiOII Lccuueship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
817-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun· 
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wdmoth preachen. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • • • • • 
Crouvillc - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38551, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, ministe!e • • 
Memphb- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest HiD Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet - The vuiai:: Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 1 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preach~'; •• • 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicb Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Farm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 18148-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lcctareship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
•The Word of Ufe: KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 1:06-
1:30 a.m., Gary Colley, preacher. 
BaJIOWD- Cedar Bay~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Jiwy.'146. (113) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
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Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
18611. (512) 156-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 1 p.m., Darrell Debo, minister. Home 
of Central Texas Lectureship ..... 
Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5184 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. 105 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 

Denton-Pearl Stree: Ch~;ch of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-3531.Sun9, 10a.m.,6p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. http://www.pcarlstreet.org 

Houston - Fleerwoc:d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 11094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1:~~ .~'!m Bright, evangelist. 
Hurst -Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 16053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. •• ••• 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hulsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 11311. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs,.~~C:~her. 
Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Undell Mitchell, minister. 

Lubbock - Southside• Ch;.rch of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 194-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 190 AM radio. Tommy J. 
Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. 

Redwater - Church ~i Christ, Box 229, 15513, 
(903) 611-2369,611-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 61. Mark Millerl evangelist. 
Richwood - Church ~f ·christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 11531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

Roanoke - Church ~f Christ, Rusk 8c Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 

. (817) 491-2388 ••••• 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 11411 (281) 341-m6. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) • •••• 
San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbacb Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1:30 p.m. Danell 
Conley, preacher. (21.0) .4!.6-1346 

Schertz- Church of Christ, SOt Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 1 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Biistol- East Bristol Church of Christ, 340 Bon· 
bam Rd., 24203. 1 mile offl-81 at exit 1. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Clifford Newell Jr., 
min. (H) (540) 466-0950, (0) (540) 669-6221. 

Christiansburg- Eas~id: Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-529~ (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minist:~ ~!~·1316 
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 451 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 1 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(151) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 1:00 p.m. (360) 3518304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc -Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming
cheyenne- High Plain, Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 .. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 1 p.m., (301) 638-7466 or 
(301) 634-3040. • •••• 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801. Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 612· 
6110. 

Firm Foundation· 
Bible Class Literature 

and 
Correspondence Course 

1·800·572·3619 

Bible Study Workbooks of Merit 
by J. A. McNutt 

• Pearls from Proverbs I, II • Great Events of the Old Testament 

• The Plan of Redemption I, II • Great Events of the New Testament 

• Outstanding Characters • Great Chapters of the New Testament 

of the Old Testament I, II • Father, the Head of the House 

• Outstanding Characters • Let's Go Visiting (revised) 
of the New Testament I, 11 • Soul-searching Questions 

• Counsel for Christian Youth I, II of the New Testament 
13 lessons In each workbook • 3 months courses • $1.50 each 

Mae's PubUcatlous 
4215 Catalpa Hill Dr. • Bartlett, TN 38135 • Phone (901) 372-9299 Fax 



CLASSIFIED Preachers Available. 
Neil C. Prokop, BA; B.Ed. Born 1958 in Edmonton, 
Alberta. Graduating from the WV School of 
Preaching (Moundsville) in Jan. '99. Seeking 
employment in or around any city of a million plus 
or a team leadership position to a missionary 
destination long-term. Available for try-out &om 
June 23-Aug. 23, '98. Consregation res.: Stuttgart, 
Geneva, Toronto, Waterloo, Ontal'io, Kyiv and 
Tcrnopil, Ukraine, and Moundsville, WV.· Email: 

Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be received 
6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. TraveiTkg@juno.com, phone (304) 845-7474. To 

sample sermon oudines: www.churchesofcbrist.net/ 
authon/Ncil C Prokop (case sensitive) 

Preachers Wanted 
Evangelist needed for enthusiastic but small 
congregation in England. The Peterborough Church 
of Christ is located in an expanding part of the UK 
with much potential. We need a faithful preacher 
who will work with us in spreading the Word. 
Must have own suppon. For information pack, 
contact us by email, sisman@enterprise.net. 

Minister needed. Congregation of approx. 60 
members seeking experience, sound, mature 
evangelist. Salary and home provided. Send r~sum~ 
with reference to Calera Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 412, Calera, OK 74730 

FuU-time pulpit preacher sought for 90-mcmbcr 
congregation of the Lord's church in Jamestown, 
TN. Centrally located between Nashville and 
Knoxville, Jamestown is ncar Dale Hollow Lake 
and Big south Fork National Park with abundant 
recreational opportunities. The candidate will be 
theologically conservative; neither anti nor liberal. 
A modems 5-bcdroom house is provided on a quiet, 
wooded lot. Salary in 30's based on experience 
and qualifications. House is not part of salary 
package. Current preacher of 1 years is relocating. 
Please send r&um~ and tape to Ralph Wright, P.O. 
Box 909, Jamestown, TN 38556. (931) 879-1689 
(office) (931) 879-7118 (home). 

Energetic_ doctrinally sound, evangelist is needed 
by the Lord's church in Vacaville, CA. We arc a 
growing congregation of approximately 70. In 
addition to preaching the Word, we desire some· 
one who can encourage and lead us in evangelizing 
our community. We arc enthusiastically suppon· 
ing our prison minister in the work at the 
two corrections facilities located here. Send a recent 
photo of your family along with your r&um~, 
three references, and an audio or video presenta· 
tion of a recent sermon. Salary (please state your 
requirements), house, and utilities provided. 
Church of Christ, 401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688. 
Contact A. E. Swims (707) 448-5085 or (707) 648-
1834. 

FuU-time minister wanted. Congregation of about 
65, no elden; conservative. Located about 45 miles 
northeast of San Francisco, CA, at historical Benicia, 
pop. 29,000. Minister needed now. Alvic Wheatley 
(510) 724-4689 or Jim Wilson, (707) 745-3639 

Preacher needed: Middlesboro, Ky. Congregation 
of 70. Town of 12,000. Send r&um~ and taped 
sermon to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 367, 
Middlesboro, KY 40965 

Wanted: Experienced, sound, sospel preacher. 
Congregation of about SO membcn. No elders at 
this time. House and salary. Send resume to 
Broadway Church of Christ, P.O. Box 3, Drumright, 
OK 74030-0003 or contact Niclc Nichols (918) 
352-3375 or Paul Castor (918) 352-2026. 

Wanted: a semiretired preacher or one with panial 
suppon. Housing and some suppon supplied. Must 

be well-grounded in God's Word. Send r~sum~ to 
Ray Sanders, Southside Church of Christ, 3624 W. 
Malone St., Peoria, IL 61605; call (309) 676-0636. 

Preacher wanted to work with a small self· 
supporting congregation located in suburb of 
Denver, CO. Requires someone mature and well 
grounded in God's Word. Must have experience in 
personal work and pulpit speaking. Please send 
r&um~ with video or audio to Cherry Vtsta Church 
of Christ, 5305 So. Havana St., Englewood, CO 
80111. Attn: Search Committee. Evenings call (303) 
694-3429 or (303) no-8459. 

Sound doctrinal, cnersetic pulpit minister, age 32 
or up with degree and preferable a family, for a 
small town, friendly consregation of 280 and 
growing. Large 3-BR home plus salary to be based 
on experience and education. Excellent elders, 
deacons, youth minister, and secretary in place. 
Send resume to Liberty Church of Christ, 3201 
Nonb Main, Liberty, TX nS7S. AITN: Elden. 
(409) 336-2213. 

Conservative experienced cvansclist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of Christ, 
11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or phone (303) 
841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

Full-time Minister Needed. The Honolulu church 
of Christ is in need of a full-time minister. Our 
current preacher is mavins baclc to the mainland 
the end of May. We would like to have a new 
family come in June. Minister's residence provided. 
lf you arc interested in learning more about this 
work, or would like to submit a resume 8c sermon 
tape (audio or video), please contact: Ernie Moore, 
Chairman, Preacher Search Committee, Honolulu 
Church of Christ, 1732 Kecaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822. Phone: (808) 536-7952. 
Church e-mail: honcoc@aloha.nct or Ernie Moore's 
e-mail: EMOORE@GTE.COM (church web page: 
http://planct-hawaii.com/honchurchchrist). 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfindcn, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Boob: Dang6ro111 'I1m1 
(1997), Tht~ Two Covenanll (1996), TbtJ Miljor 
Prophets (1995), Tbe Providmu:e of God (1989) 
$15.00. Tbe Minor Prophm (1990) $12.00. Order 
&om Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, 
Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 
shipping 8c handling on single book orders. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whate11t1r 
Happened to HU~~en and Helll (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Biblt~ Translation (1995) - $21.75. 
Balanced Christianity: Maintllining Biblical Balanu 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 
Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of prcadlingl 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-n92 (14 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlantal Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Central Carolina School of Preachins, Kingstree, 
S.C., established 1995, seeking religious books for 
library use. P.O. Box 951, Kingstree, SC 29556. 
Call (803) 382-5824 or (803) 354-5362. 

http://Www.blble-lnfonet.org/ 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept or refuse any 
offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a matter of policy. We try 
to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we announce 
this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The Firm Foundation retains the 
privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for 
a quarter page, $20 for 3-41nc:hes. $10 for 1·2lnches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Sub
mit your copy set as you would like to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy 
will be reset to comply with our chok:e of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the 
overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 
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Firm Foundation 
1998 VBS Literature 

''Standing 
on the Promises 

of God'' 
In our world of declining moral values and so 

many uncertain sounds In religion, the firm 
voice of the Lord needs to be heard and ac
cepted. Among the nations of the world, and in 
business and economic circles, promises 
seem to be given only to be broken. Such Is 
not true with the promises of our great God. 

The purpose of these lessons Is to lead men 
and women, boys and girls to believe in and to 
depend upon the great promises of God. 

Lesson 1: God's promise to Send the Savior 
{Matt. 1:18-25) 

Lesson 2: God's Promise to Become Our Father 
{Luke 15:4-7) 

Lesson 3: God's Promise to Provide for Our Needs 
{Ex. 16:4-20) 

Lesson 4: God's Promise to Build the Church 
(Acts 2:36-41) 

Lesson 5: God's Promise that Christ Will Return 
(Matt. 25:1-13) 

Order your sample kit today/ 

1·800·572·3619 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O.Box69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
June 1998 

Address correction requested. 

A Practical 
Handbook 
forSingiDI 
and SoD1leadin1 
written and compiled by 

Burt Jones 

I commend to you this volume which is 
able to present what could be a very 
difficult subject in an easy-to-read and 
enlightening manner. The contents 
address both the reading of round AND 
shaped notes in a very simple under
standable fashion. 

It is my prediction that this book will 
become the standard for singing and 
songleading as we enter the twenty-fast 
century! 

$4.00 

Ralph A. Casey 
Songleader 

plus shipping and handling 

1·800·572·3619 

Bulk Rato 
U.S. Postage 
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FIR 
FOUNDATIOM 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1998 
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Backbone 
By Eddie Whitten 

For the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish fo olishness; but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God. 

For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and will bring to nothing the understand
ing of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is 
the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? 
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world? (1 Cor 1:18-20). 

The apostle Paul considered the application of 
wisdom in spiritual matters important enough to de
vote most of the first three chapters of his first letter 
to the Corinthians to that subject. 

God made man with the ability to learn and rea
son and the capacity for knowledge and understand
ing. The human creature has the ability to think ab
stractly and profoundly. This is good and commend
able. The wisdom of men accounts for much of the 
world's progress. 

In the spiritual realm, we owe much to wise men 
who have helped us to a better understanding of the 
Bible. Were it not for the ability to think correctly, 
we might still be under the thumb of Catholicism 
and the stark terror of the dark ages. 

Human wisdom is limited. Only the wisdom of 
God is infinite. Thank God for human intelligence, 
but it is fallible and we must not make an idol out of 
it. 

God placed the oversight of the church in the 
hands of elders. Divine wisdom gave the qualifica
tions men must possess to serve in this high responsi-

bility. Mortals have neither the capacity nor the right 
to challenge God's wisdom and word. 

God gave authority to the overseers (elders) of 
the local church (Acts 20:28; 1 Thess. 5: 12; He b. 
13: 17). The Bible tells us who is qualified to serve as 
an elder (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-11). The church is 
to select men to serve in this vital office. The evange
list appoints to this important place the qualified 
men the brethren have chosen (Titus 1 :5). 

No elder has the right to change the teaching of 
the Bible, but elders in the local congregation have 
all authority to decide programs and policy. They, 
emphatically, have authority from God to decide in 
matters of expediency. Woe to anyone who chal
lenges the right of elders to shepherd the flock, or 
attempts to usurp their authority. Still, elders must 
remember they are under the Chief Shepherd. 

Obey them that have the rule over you, and sub
mit to them: for they watch in behalf of your 
souls, as they that shall give account; that they 
may do this with joy, and not with grief: for this 
were unprofitable for you (Heb. 13: 17). 

We must not pit academic training against the 
commonsense of godly elders. The situation be
comes insupportable when leftist preachers exer
cise authority over qualified elders. The elder is a 
man of the people and identifies with them. As a 
shepherd, he knows the flock and understands the 
sheep. 

Elders must demonstrate spiritual fortitude 
(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

An Open leHer 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

(A dear friend protested an editorial in 
which we called upon active professors in uni
versities operated by our brothers to say if the 
Genesis account of creation is correct. He sug
gested that my editorial"implied" that a poll of 
professors in Christian universities had been 
taken. He knew of no such poll. Following is my 
answer to this long time and beloved brother. I 
have left off his name and the name of the 
school where he has taught for many years.) 

H ello my dear brother, 

Your kind and considerate letter (Mar. 26) has been gladly 
received. I have reconsidered all of the statements in the 

Firm Foundation having to do with University Professors in the 
church and failed to find a single reference to a poll. 

Is it possible you misread my editorial? 
In the first place, I doubt if University Professors among us, 

including those where you teach, would answer a poll from me. 
If you think otherwise, I will join you in making such a poll. I 

have one in mind, but have not sent it in the expectation it would 
be ignored, but if you work with me it might be received. 

Can we work together on this? 
In the second place, my editorial is saying that we have, in the 

pages of the Firm Foundation, time and time again, asked for any 
professor in any of "our" schools who believes, unequivocally, in 
the Genesis account of creation to stand up and say so. The only 
taker, so far, has been the retired Russell Artist, and, now belat
edly, you. 

Professors actively teaching in universities financially sup
ported by members of the church will not say clearly that evolu
tionism is wrong and that special creation, as described in the 
book of Genesis, is right. 

Furthermore, there is no effective voice of protest from any 
active professor in any of "our" schools speaking out against bla
tant false teaching by other active professors in "our" universities. 

This is what I mean: A university professor said in writing that 
the mother of Jesus was a "sexually questionable woman." That is 
startling! 

I fully expected many professors in many universities operated 
by members of the church to protest this blasphemy. How many 

· spoke out in a public forum- in writing? Answer: Not one- no 
not one. 



What is the philosophy here? Falsehood can speak out in shrill 
clear tones, but truth must cower. 

"Truth forever on the scaffold; wrong forever on the throne." 
Silence gives consent. 
Tom Oblricht and Carroll Osburn have indicated an unwill

ingness to oppose organic evolution as an explanation of the ori
gin of the human species. (If you have not read The Peaceable 
Kingdom, you should read it.) 

If you question this, I invite you to ask Olbricht and Osburn to 
make a public statement endorsing the Genesis claim that the uni
verse was created in six literal (24 hour) days- one we could 
quote in the Firm Foundation. 

There is full-scale apostasy concerning the nature of faith and 
grace. How many of our schoolmen have protested? The false 
teachers speak out in bold openness, and the objectors answer be
hind the hand, in whispers, at teas. This will not do. 

If you will write a strong article opposing organic evolution 
(and have your article endorsed by the professors of Bible in the 
university where you teach), we will print it beginning on the 
front page of the Firm Foundation. 

We are waiting, but my guess is we will wait in vain. 
How about you speaking out boldly, in writing, against open 

fellowship, instrumental music in worship of God, female dea
cons, the wrong purpose for baptism, the evil of sprinkling as a 
substitute for baptism, and grace dispensing with law and faith 
with works? 

Will you boldly say that advocates of open fellowship are 
wrong and what they are saying is destructive? 

Will you even say openly that postmodernism is wrong and 
deconstructionism is nutty? 

All such articles received so far, written by active university 
professors and submitted to me, have been printed on the front 
page of the Firm Foundation. Our faithful readers know how 
many that is! 

Will you give us a strong article on the evils of "special music" 
in the public worship of the church? Will you say openly that in
strumental music in worship of God is sinful? How about Pente
costal-type swaying, hands in the air, dancing in the aisles, shout
ing and clapping? Are you willing publicly - in writing - to 
point out the evil of such behavior? 

We have heard nothing from any of "our" university profes
sors about any· of this being wrong. We have a glut of university 
professors promoting unbiblical nonsense, but a famine of active 
university professors speaking out in opposition. 

If you are disposed to reverse this trend, I will make a finan
cial contribution in support of your protest, even though I don't 
have much money. Still, I believe in the cause of standing tall for 
the right and will make a sacrifice - maybe miss a meal, or two. 

ACU Press and Howard Publishing have printed and distrib
uted· more than a score of books in the immediate past written by 
active university professors advocating things harmful to truth. 
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I do not know of an active university professor 
who has lifted his voice in meaningful protest. There 
seems to be a conspiracy of silence. 

Advocates of grace only and no law, who are 
pushing the idea that the church is and should be just 
another denomination among denominations, have a 
voice. If any active professor among us is opposed to 
the postmodern, liberal, deconstruction type heresy 
being so publicly advanced has a voice, we have not 
heard it. 

Where is the active university professor who will 
take issue with Randall Harris, Leonard Allen, Rich
ard Hughes, Michael Weed, Tom Olbricht, Carroll 
Osburn, Royce Money, Jimmy Allen, and Douglas 
Foster? 

Why is the opposer tongued-tied while the 
change agent is loquacious? If you will· explain this 
to me, I will be most grateful. 

The active university professors who walk in the 
way of Jeroboam are totally and offensively con
spicuous. If any active university professors object, 
they do so in a corner and without much notice. A 
few retired professors have lifted their voices - but 
no active ones. 

Why are university professors teaching error so 
loud? And those holding to truth, if any, so fearful 
and hesitant? 

If there is an active university professor teaching 
truth, why is he so quite and reserved? What does· he 
fear? Why is he so timid? Why does he have a rabbit
nose? Does strong peer pressure· dem.and a shut
mouth? 
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"Company, villainous company, hath been the 
spoil of me." 

My dear brother, I have no need to alienate you 
(I have more than enough enemies) but I would like 
to stimulate you to stand up and be counted. 

My guess is that this episde will wind up, unan
swered, in the round-can. Pray God that I am wrong. 

Please know I am not antagonistic toward you. 
My hope is that you will give us a powerful state
ment condemning the teaching of organic evolution 
as an explanation of our (this includes me) existence. 
If you do not .•• 

Let us pray for one another. 
Faithfully, 
H. A. "Buster" Dobbs 

P. S. I may make this a part of an editorial in the 
Firm Foundation~ but will not use your name nor 
identify the school where you teach, unless you want 
me to. My high regard for you is sincere. My disap
pointment in active university professors who will 
not speak out openly for what is right is· enormous. I 
apologize that your brief letter provoked such a tor
rent of words. 
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Backbone 
(continued from page 1) 

(backbone) in the exercise of the authority God gave 
them. 

No one has the right to override the wisdom of 
God. Elders have an obligation to stand firm in op
position to the innovations of ambitious preachers 
who discount, discredit or deprecate the Word of 
God. 

It may be accurate that no congregation is more 
enthusiastic than the pulpit, but it is also accurate 
that no congregation is stronger than its elders. 

Spiritual shepherds must give an account to God 
for the way they feed and protect the flock. Elders 
who courageously discharge their duties are prom
ised "when the chief Shepherd shall be manifested, 
ye shall receive the crown of glory that fadeth not 
away." 

The elders among you I exhort, who am a fel
low-elder, and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, who am also a partaker of the glory that 
shall be revealed: Tend the flock of God which is 
among you, exercising the oversight, not of con
straint, but willingly, according to the will of 
God; nor yet for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; neither as lording it over the charge allot
ted to you, but making yourselves ensamples to 
the flock (1 Pet. 5:1-3). 

Elders who allow false teachers to lead the flock 
away from the truth will give an account for their 
slothfulness. Every· elder must hold "to the faithful 
word which is according to the teaching, that he may 
be able to exhort in the sound doctrine, and to con
vict the gainsayers" (Titus 1:9). 

We blame people for being ignorant, and apa
thetic. We blame the preachers for being scripturally 
illiterate and contaminated by heretical professors. 
We blame society for being critical of a church 
claiming singularity. 

Elders have the responsibility for the sanctity 
and safety of the church. They will pay a terrible 
price if they allow the wisdom. of men to replace in
finite wisdom. Elders must have backbone and grit 
to do the job imposed on them and be worthy of the 
confidence reposed in them. 
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1'Feelings'': Should They Be a Source 
for Spiritual Guidance? 

By Wade B. Browne 

Aquestion in a Wednesday night class asked 
the instructor if he was saved in the Baptist 

. church before becoming a member of the 
church of Christ. The instructor said that he was not. 
This prompted many comments in the class. For in
stance, "I do not feel like you can say that there are no 
Christians in other churches." Another person replied 
that "we are not to judge others whether they are 
saved or not, because how can we really know their 
situation?" "We cannot know who is saved. Only God 
can make that judgment." · 

Can we not know our state of salvation? Should 
we let feelings be the judge? 

People need to use God's Word ·as the authority 
for knowledge and understanding of spiritual mat
ters as opposed to using personal feelings and emo
tions. The following questions will be addressed: 1. 
What are feelings? 2. Should a person trust his heart 
to make eternal decisions? 3. Aren't feelings a safe 
guide for truth? 

The word feelings as defined by the Random 
House College Dictionary Revised Edition is "an 
emotion or emotional perception or attitude, a 
vague awareness, a consciousness considered inde
pendently of particular sensations, thoughts, etc." 

Feelings are physical sensations .outside of the 
five senses. Feelings cannot be measured. Feelings 
are abstract. They are not objective. They are subjec
tive, which means that feelings are unique to each 
person. Feelings are neither right nor wrong and 
cannot determine what is right and wrong. 

The second and third questions now come into 
discussion. The Old Testament has several wonder
ful stories in which we can learn the answers. The 
story of Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10: 1-2 is 
helpful. As far as we can know, these men were sin
cere in their actions. Desires were put before action. 
As a consequence, they were consumed by fire sent 
from heaven. · 

Another story tells of Moses: and the rock (Num. 
20:8-12). Because Moses did not do exactly as he was 
told, he was not allowed to enter the promise land. 
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Why did God deal harshly with these men? They 
trusted their feelings and sincerity for truth instead 
of putting their wishes aside to obey God's instruc
tion. 

Another story comes to mind of a prophet of old 
named Hosea. Hosea 4:6 states, "My people are de
stroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast re
jected knowledge, I will also reject thee." The people 
in discussion were the Israelites. "Therefore my 
people are gone into captivity, because they have no 
knowledge" (lsa. 5:13). They forgot the truth, be
cause Israel had not remembered God's Word as re
corded in Jeremiah 9:3, 10-13. 

They were doing exactly what was being men
tioned in class. The Israelites were relying on their 
own feelings and understanding. The Word of God 
was forgotten and their fleshly desires prevailed. 
The result was captivity and destruction of the Isra
elite nation. 

Romans 10:1-3 speaks of a similar situation. 
Questions, like those asked in the Wednesday 

class, show lack of knowledge. 
Ignorance can be remedied by study. 2 Tllllothy 

2:15 reminds us to "Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." With
out study one cannot gain approval from God as a 
workman that needs not to be ashamed. Study is im
perative. 

Another reason to study is to "be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh you a rea
son of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
fear" (1 Pet. 3: 15). To give a correct answer requires 
knowledge. If someone were ignorant of God's 
Word, then he would be unable to teach the saving 
gospel to an inquiring soul. The "hope that is in 
you" could not be explained. 

Being ignorant of scripture puts a Christian in 
direct conflict with God's Word. Peter tells Chris
tians to "be ready always to give an answer." God 
does not give impossible commands. 

Without the knowledge of God's Word, the 



temptation is to follow the heart, internal feelings, 
and self-righteousness for spiritual guidance. Trust
ing feelings of the heart can be misleading. This 
results in each person becoming the final authority 
in every manner of living either physical or spiri
tual. 

Jeremiah 17:9 reads that "the heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked: who can 
know it?" Man's heart is not to be trusted according 
to Proverbs 28:26. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 says: 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor
rection, for instruction in righteousness. That 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur
nished unto all good works. 

Friends, what more do we need for spiritual 
food and guidance? Scripture alone guides us in the 
correct way. The Word disciplines us. It can redirect 
us if we go astray. It can keep us going down the 
right road. The Word can make us mature in Christ. 
This does not occur miraculously, but through study, 
application, and obedience to the Word. 

An encouraging scripture is, "[A]ccording as his 
divine power hath given unto us all things that per
tain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge 
of him that hath called us to glory and virtue" (2 Pet. 
1:3). 

The knowledge of Jesus given in the New Testa
ment gives us everything we need to obtain life and 
godliness. It is comforting to know that we do not 
have to rely on fallible feelings for spiritual direc
tion. We are not in control. God is in control. 

Feelings are out and spiritual words are in. Paul 
tells the Ephesians, "When ye read, ye may under
stand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ" (Eph. 
3:4). 

In summary, feeling is not a correct source for 
spiritual guidance. Emotions are an integral part of 
God's created beings. They contribute to such as 
happiness and sadness. However, God wants us to 
trust in him and not in ourselves. 

Correct knowledge, guidance, and obedience to 
the Word are the most important aspects necessary 
for entrance into the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 
7:21). When someone asks you a spiritual question, 
instead of saying, "Well, I feel that ... " say, "God's 
Word says ... " 
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(Sixty-five years ago this month the following article appeared in the Firm Foundation. The author of the 
article~ Hugo Allmond, was tragically killed in an automobile accident while he was traveling to preach in a 
gospel meeting. He died at the age of 53. His son~ Coleman Allmond, sent a copy of his father,s article with the 
comment~ "I hope to preach longer than my father lived. n Anyway~ "Lives of all great men remind us we can make 
our lives sublime~ and~ departing, leave behind us footprints on the sands of time. n Here is one ofHugo Allmond's 
footprints. Sixty-five years have come and gone but brother Allmond,s lesson is still fresh and needed.) 

Preaching to Reach People 
By Hugo Allmond (deceased) 

P reaching that fails to reach the hearer is fail
ure. It "pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe." The 

proper kind of preaching not only converts sinners, 
but causes Christians to be "rooted and builded up 
in him" - not only saving but helping the saved to 
stay saved. Jesus sets this forth: "Go ye therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I commanded you." Teaching is not to 
cease merely because they have become members of 
the church • 
. · The above. is. unq\le~tioned by anyQne •. Yet. two 

extremes are seen in our preacher brethren, neither 
of which produces maximum results. The first group 
seems to desire the praises of men rather than the 
promises of God. Concerning such preaching, 
Brother F. L. Paisley says: 

The old plea made by misguided, if well mean
ing, brethren to 'preach the gospel and let oth
ers alone' is supposed by some to be the spirit of 
the New Testament. A splendid young preacher 
who is considered in his limited field as second 
to none is reported as saying he preaches as 
Christ and the apostles did -without offending 
anyone! It was my pleasure to hear most of a se
ries of sermons a few years ago delivered by one 
of the best preachers to be found. I remember 
that saving truth was preached with eloquence 
and power. I remember that a certain young 
man who is a Baptist had married a daughter of 
one of the elders of the congregation. He heard 
most of the sermons, and the meeting closed 
with him contented to remain in the Baptist 
church. The positive truth preached so excel
lendy did not reach him, for he thought he was 
in harmony with it. The sermons did not disturb 
him in his error, for his error was not shown 
him (F, Foundation, May 16, 1933). 
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One of our "big" preachers was reported to me 
as requesting all to invite their Methodist, Baptist, 
and Presbyterian friends with the assurance they 
would not be offended. All of which reminds us of 
Israel's plea in the days of Isaiah, "Speak unto us 
smooth things." 

While very little excuse can be offered for this 
conduct, the preachers are not wholly at fault. 
Preachers are human, and when the brethren con
tinually caution them lest they "offend and drive 
them away," they are influenced. These preachers 
preach nothing ·but the· truth, and may preach· the 
whole truth on the subjects selected, yet they dis
h.oi)Q~. qqd. ~n_~..insult. Jesus by avoiding ~h~ .~9A~ 
sciences of their hearers! People desire such preach
ing because it takes the cross out of Christianity and 
effects a compromise with any sort of religion and 
their sins. 

The other extreme is the preacher who "shoots 
straight from the shoulder," preaches a thing be
cause God demands it. He, however, gives no 
thought to tact or diplomacy. To insult his hearers 
does not matter to him. The people don't care to 
hear preaching presented in this manner - so they 
don't come. There are places and circumstances un
der which this type of preaching is in order, but as a 
usual thing, it will fail wonderfully in bringing de
sired returns. 

The Bible states plainly what is to be preached, To 
convert sinners, the apostles guided by the Holy Spirit 
convicted the hearers of sin and made them under
stand that they were lost and without hope in that 
condition. When this fact is appreciated, Jesus will be 
accepted as the Savior. One accepting Jesus, manifest
ing his faith in him by repenting of sins, confessing 
Jesus before men and is baptized into him, becomes a 
member of his body. He is then taught how to live a 



godly, consecrated life. How to worship God in spirit 
and truth and to live soberly, righteously and godly in 
this present world are essential if he would be "rooted 
and builded up in him." 

But in what manner is preaching to be done to 
produce best results? On the very surface it will be 
seen that little is gained by offending. Sometime ago a 
preacher»s work was complimented to me in this way, 
"The Methodist preacher was 
out the other night. He got 
plenty sore." Probably this 
preacher got his desserts. 
Maybe it took very little for him 
to get "plenty sore." No one has 
any less sympathy for sectarian 
preachers than I. Some among 
them are dishonest and make 
merchandise of the people they 
claim to serve. Certainly they 
should have no part in the 
Lord's services. I do not think 
them important enough to go 
out of my way to either "hit" or 
"miss" them. But their flocks 
may be more receptive of the 
truth. Can anything be gained in presenting the truth 
in such a way as to drive people further from it? As
suming that hearers are honest, I think one should 
study how to present a point as much as the point it
self. Especially is this true when speaking on contro
verted points. More people take offense at how a 
thing is said than what is said. 

An idea expressed by many of "preaching what 
people need" is only a half-truth. The same thing can 
be preached until all force is lost. I recall a certain 
preacher speaking for several sermons on the use, of 
tobacco. Mter the first discourse, tobacco users 
agreed it to be a nasty, filthy, useless, expensive habit. 
After two more sermons along the same line, the users 
defended its use! All effect lost. The same may be true 
of any subject. No doubt the preacher thought they 
needed it. But it was an overdose. It didn't accomplish 
the desired results. 

No preacher would open a meeting with the sub
ject of "baptism." Isn't that what the people need? 
Someone says, "But the approach has been over
looked." Indeed, approach cannot be overestimated if 
our preaching is to reach people. 

Paul speaks of becoming all things to all men 
that he might save some. This accounts for the dif
ference in his sermons. Note his sermon to Felix on 

righteousness, self-control and the judgment. See 
him as he appealed to Agrippa. He gave no quarter 
to false teachers (Acts 13:10). The same is true of 
Jesus. Mter such scathing terms as used in denounc
ing the scribes and Pharisees, he wept over Jerusalem 
(Matt. 23). 

These examples should mean much to us. The 
rule that should govern us in preaching is the golden 

rule. "As ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye also to 
them likewise" (Luke 6:31). 
Do we appeal to the hearers, as 
we would like to have them ap
peal to us? Exchange places 
with them. Do we say things 
we would not appreciate or 
that would not influence us? If 
so, we shouldn't say them. I 
have made my mistakes along 
this line. People who appeared 
interested suddenly stopped at
tending services. Usually when 
I check up on the cause, I could 
not blame them. 

Do not misunderstand me. 
The plain statements of inspiration will offend some. 

Such preaching cost the apostles their lives. The 
truth should be preached with all power, without 
any thought of apology. If it condemns saint or sin
ner and they take offense - remember saints take 
offense as easily as sinners - it is the truth that does 
it. But this truth should be preached to save souls. It 
should not only be preached in its fullness, but in the 
fear of God, in the love of the truth and in the love 
of the souls of men. 

We often speak of having to give an account of 
what we preach unto God. Well and good. But is it not 
also true that we must give an account as to how we 
have preached? Most anyone would prefer hearing a 
ver'} ordinary discourse presented with the earnest
ness of his being in love than to hear the most elo
quent sermon delivered in an insulting manner. 

Brethren, the material in the sermons of those 
preaching the Bible needs very little, if any, alter
ation but there is room for vast improvement in our 
manner of presenting it, if we would reach people 
with· our preaching. "Think on these things." 

Coleman Allmond 
2 Beau Pre Rd!Hwy 61 South 

Natchez, M139120 
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W. R. Craig - RIP 
By Wayne Price 

Adevoted soldier of the cross, W.R. Craig, has 
finished his course, and awaits the crown of 
righteousness laid up for him, and for all who 

love the appearing of Jesus. 
W. R. "Bill" Craig was born 

to Rufus and Julia Craig in Ten
nessee on March 21, 1919, and 
died April 8, 1998, at Okla
homa City. 

Bill Craig grew up in Shef
field, Ala. He received the 
associate's degree at David Lip
scomb in Nashville, and went 
to Harding College (Searcy, 
Ark.) and then on to 
Freed-Hardeman in Hender
son, Tenn. 

He moved to Duneden, 
Fla., in 1936. He did local 
work at Sunbury, Penn.; 
Scottsboro, Ala.; and Pensa-
cola, Fla. While in Pensacola, he married Sarah 
Kelly. 

He worked in the church and for the Lord in 
Alabama, Pennsylvania, Texas, Arkansas, and Okla
homa, and his influence was felt, literally, through
out the world. 

Survivors include his wife, Sarah, a son and 
daughter-in-law, Pat and Terri Craig, two sisters, Ella 
Jean Carlin and Annie Laura Eddington, and many 
friends. 

Bill's greatest work may have been the Elk City 
School of Preaching, which he established. Gary 
Colley and W. S. Boyett served as instructors in this 
Saturday school. The fruit of the effort reached all 
the way from the heart of Texas to the heart of the 
Ukraine. Craig called the students at the school 
"my" boys. 

The presence of so many of his boys at the fu
neral tells of the love they feel toward their beloved 
mentor. 

His warfare is past. We mourn the loss of this 
prince of spiritual Israel. 

The words of Alexander Campbell upon the 

1 Q ~i~ Found!~~~ 

death of Walter Scott are appropriate: "I knew him 
well. I knew him long. I loved him much ... By the 
eye of faith and the eye of hope, methinks I see him 

in Abraham's bosom." 
(The staff of the Firm Foun

dation joins the multitude of 
mourners in loud lamentation. 
W. R. Craig was a remarkable 
man who did remarkable 
things. He was affable but firm, 
multi-talented but humble, 
fierce in holding the pattern of 
sound words but never offen
sive. His friends and enemies 
show the quality of the man. 
Lovers of truth approved him. 
Enemies of righteousness op
posed him. To Sarah, Pat, Ella 
Jean, and Annie Laura we say, 
"He is not dead but has gone 
before us a little time, a little 

space. •• We salute W. R. (Bill) Craig and expect to be 
with him in eternity.) ~ 

Creation 
Compromises 

by Bert Thompson, Ph.D. 

This book from brother Thompson is a detailed, dis
cussion of practically every attempt to force an agree
ment between Scripture and evolutionary geology. 
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• The Genesis account of creation 
• Chronologies and dating of biblical 

events 
• The Day-Age Theory 
• The Gap Theory 
• Progressive creationism 

$10.95 plus shipping and handling 
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TV in Zambia 
By Rod Rutherford 

Thirty years ago, Zambia, we approached the 
Zambia Broadcasting Commission to secure 
time for brother V.E. Howard's International 

Gospel Hour on Radio Zambia, the state-owned and 
only broadcasting outlet in the nation at that time. Be
cause the churches of Christ did not belong to the 
"Christian Council of Zambia," an inter-denomina
tional organization, we were turned down. 

Times have changed. Two years ago, Jerry Sullins, 
director of the Zambia School of Biblical Studies at 
Livingstone, and I spoke with officials of Zambia 
National Television about the possibility of placing 
Truth for the World on their nationwide system. They 
appeared to be interested. We followed up our meet
ing by letter and fax, but nothing came of it. 

We mentioned this to the late brother Paul Kid
well Sr., who embraced the idea very enthusiastically. 
He, in turn, presented the possibility to the Chatta
nooga Valley congregation in Flintstone, Ga. It agreed 
to fund the program if time could be secured. 

Armed with this good news, this past July, when 
we were in Zambia for a Truth for the World cam
paign, Ed Crookshank, Jerry Sullins, David Amos, 
and I met again with ZNTV officials. As a result we 
were given a one-year contract for approximately 
$10,000- an excellent price for nationwide cover
age. We were given an ideal time slot - Sunday morn
ing at 8:00 a.m. Truth for the World television pro
gram began broadcasting this past November. 

We expected the response to a gospel program in 
Africa, where people are so receptive, would be over
whelming. We have not been disappointed. Only a 
day or two after the first program was shown, we 
began receiving e-mail messages requesting tracts and 
correspondence courses and asking Bible questions. 
Within two weeks, letters poured in from the major 
cities in Zambia. Here are excerpts from a few of the 
letters and e-mail messages which we have received: 

From Chipata in the Eastern Province: "I enjoy 
listening and watching you on the screen. I hope and 
trust you will continue evangelizing and preaching 
the word of God. I particularly enjoy the answers you 
give to the questions asked." 

From Lusaka (capital city) in r------.., 
Lusaka Province: "I am really im
pressed by the way Jim Dearman and 
Paul Kidwell Sr. presented the pro
gram on 24th November. This was 
the first one I had watched and I will 
never miss it in the future." 

From Luanshya in the 
Copperbelt Province: "Thanks for RtxJ Rutherford 

your program on TV every Sunday 
morning. We all benefit a lot from the sound answers 
to the questions." 

From Ndola in the Copperbelt Province: "I'm a 
regular viewer of Truth for the World. I enjoy it. It is 
my privilege to congratulate you for bringing such a 
wonderful program." 

From Kabwe in the Central Province: "I got to 
know about your existence and the great work you 
are doing to promote and further the kingdom of God 
through one of your television programs when you 
were teaching on the New Testament church and its 
characteristics. I was edified." 

After Truth for the World has been on the air for at 
least a year, we plan a campaign to follow up on the 
anticipated thousands of viewers who will have been 
enrolled in Bible correspondence courses and have 
been receiving our magazine and tracts. We will 
schedule gospel meetings in the major population 
centers with Jim Dearman as the speaker. We believe 
the response will be excellent. 

We are indebted to brother Paul Kidwell Sr. for 
making the Zambian TV program possible by raising 
the funds for it. We are also grateful to the Chatta
nooga Valley Church of Christ for responding so gen
erously and graciously to brother Kidwell's appeal. 

Zambia is receptive to the gospel. The staff of 
Truth for the World (four are former missionaries to 
Zambia) will be very surprised if there is not a great 
harvest of souls as a result of the weekly presenta
tion of the pure gospel on Zambian television. 

Please pray for this effort. P.O. Box 751135 
Memphis, 1N 38175-1135 

FF 

July 1998 11 
Firm Foundation 



(Most of our readers know that the beloved J. A. McNutt is a man of good humor and ready wit. He is an 
octogenarian who is not far from being a nonagenarian, and who has preached the unvarnished gospel for 
more than half a century. Brother McNutt is a man with a perpetual smile but with a fierce loyalty to God and 
the Bible. We, once again, salute the venerable J. A. McNutt.) 

Contending for the Faith 
By J. A. McNutt 

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write 
unto you of the common salvation it 
was needful for me to write unto you, 

and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints Uude 3). 

Judas, thought to be the Lord's brother (Matt. 
13:55), directs his episde to all Christians in that day 
and to future generations. The burden of his mes
sage has to do with preserving and defending the 
faith against the advent of false teachers, even indict
ing some of these evil workers by name, saying they 
will suffer "the vengeance of eternal fire" (v. 7). 

Third Annual 
Central Texas Lectureship 

~uly 10·12, 1998 

"What Salth the Scriptures ••• " 

Frldar, .July 1 o 
7:00p.m ••••• About Women's Role In the Church 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• Mike Wyatt 
8:00p.m ••••• About the Holy Spirit and Its Operation 

.............................................. John Moore 

Saturdar, .July 11 
2:00p.m ••••• About Paganism ••••••••••••••• Bill Lockwood 
3:00p.m ••••• About Benevolence •••••••••• Darrell Conley 
7:00p.m ••••• About Fellowship ••••••••••••••••••••• nm Ayers 
8:00p.m ••••• About Marks of Apostasy •••• Jess Hall Jr. 

Sunday, .July 12 
9:30a.m ••••• About the Inspiration of the Scriptures 

................................... Joseph D. Meador 
10:30 a.m ••••• About Music In Worship •••••• Darrell Debo 
6:00p.m ••••• About Baptism ..................... Dub McClish 
7:00p.m ••••• About How the Church Can Survive 

In the 21st Century •••••••••••••••••••••• Joe Cox 
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Exposure of False Teachers 
To the original recipients of his letter there are ex
pressions of "mercy unto you and peace and love 
multiplied," but the false teachers are described as 
"filthy dreamers who defile the flesh, despise domin
ion and speak evil of dignities" (vv. 2, 8). They are 
compared to "raging waves of the sea, foaming out 
their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is re
served the blackness of darkness forever" (v. 13). 

Jude does declare the fate of apostates, and 
plainly says the Lord is coming to execute judgment 
against the ungodly because of their ungodly deeds 
and hard speeches which they have spoken against 
him (vv. 14-15). 

AHitude Toward Preaching 
Heretics despise dominion (or authority), and speak 
evil of observing the divine pattern that God has re
quired in worship. They falsely assume that the si
lence of the scripture permits them to bring novelties 
into the work and worship of the church. 

The prevailing attitude toward preaching is 
summed up in these words by Charles Hodge: 

Our culture will not listen to preaching. That is 
a relic of ages past. Entertain us. Three stories 
and a joke. Civic club depth, Tickle our ears. 
Make us feel good. Do it in 15 minutes. Make it 
short and sweet. By the way, don't expect us to 
return Sunday PM to hear preaching. Better still 
- cut preaching out totally. Try some skits, and 
some drama. By all means make what little 
preaching we have positive, nothing negative. 
Be a preacher -just don't preach. 

God Is Grieved lly Sfa 
Hodge reminds us that the God who delivered his 
people out of slavery in the land of Egypt afterward 
destroyed those who believed not. 

One can have great confidence in the security of 
the faithful disciple, but we should "take heed breth
ren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbe
lief, in departing from the living God" (Heb. 3:12). 



Jude cites the example of those who came out of 
Egypt, grieved God for 40 years, and fell in the wil
derness. They did not enter into God's rest because 
of unbelief (Heb. 3:16-19). 

Paul tells us of 23,000 who sinned and fell in one 
day. This is an example to us. "Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 
10:7-12). 

Angels sinned by failing to keep their first estate, 
left their own habitation, and are "reserved in ever
lasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of 
the great day" (Jude 6). Are we more secure than the 
angels? 

The ancient cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in
dulged in fornication and idolatry and suffered 
God's vengeance by fire (Gen. 19:1-28). 

Come study with us ... 
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Lakeland, Florida 33803 
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Special 30th Anniversary Edition 

God loves man and desires his salvation, but he 
will not tolerate sin. His pure eyes cannot look on 
sin without hate. 

Behold therefore the goodness and severity of 
God: on them which fell, severity; but toward 
thee goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: 
otherwise thou also shall be cut off (Rom. 
11:22). 

Ungodly Individuals 
Condemned 

Jude calls the names of certain sinful characters that 
had gone in the way of Cain, who failed to worship 
God. His was the sin of unauthorized worship. He 
offered the fruits of his field on the altar, which was 
sin because God, obviously, had commanded an ani
mal sacrifice. 

God refused to accept Cain's sacrifice. It was not 
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what God had commanded. Cain was an ancient 
"change agent." He was angry and jealous of his 
brother Abel, who worshiped in faith, conforming to 
God's commands. Abel gained Jehovah's approval 
(Heb. 11:4). 

Cain killed Abel because he was of the "wicked 
one;" his own works "were evil and his brother's 
righteous" (1 John 3:12). Abel's sacrifice was by 
faith. Faith comes through hearing the word of God 
(Heb. 11:4; Rom. 10:17). Abel obeyed God and his 
sacrifice was received; Cain disobeyed God and his 
sacrifice was rejected. 

Balaam fell from grace by seeking to curse God's 
people. He was willing to degrade and prostitute his 
prophetic office for gold. God ordered Balaam to re
frain from harming Israel in any way, but he per
sisted. His attempts to curse the people of God re
sulted in their being blessed. 

In Numbers 16, Jude cites the example of Korah 
who rebelled against God-given authority. Korah or
ganized a faction that demanded the resignation of 
Moses and Aaron. Sometimes good men on the 
board of directors of a college are gradually replaced 
by modern~sts who renounce the principles set forth 
in the charter and betray the life-long supporters of 
the school. 

Exhortations to Remain Faithful 
Jude encourages the brethren who have been set 

. apart by God· the Father, called by the gospel and 
preserved by Jesus Christ to be faithful Oude 10). 
Remember the words of the apostles which "in truth 
is the word of God" (1 Thess. 2: 13). 

Don't be. surprised at the arrival of false teachers 
and the immorality that abounds in the world about 
you. The apostles tell us that "there shall be mockers 
in the last time, who should walk after their own un
godly lusts" Oude 18-19). 
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But ye beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep 
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord jesus Christ unto eternal life 
Uude 20-21). 

Dealing with False Teachen 
Some teachers of error have never been taught the 
truth. Being deceived they think they should oppose 
truth. Saul of Tarsus once thought that he ought to 
do many things contrary to the name of Christ (Acts 
26:9). Saul was conscientiously wrong. 

Apollos taught many truths concerning the Lord, 
speaking boldly in the synagogue, but he knew only 
the baptism of John. It was Aquila and Priscilla who 
took him aside and "expounded unto him the way of 
God more perfectly" (Acts 18:26). 

On some who are honest but misinformed we 
should be compassionate, take them aside and pa
tiently teach them in the spirit of love and kindness 
until they understand the way of God more per
fectly. 

Others have to be challenged boldly. They are 
deeply enmeshed in error and headed for the fiery 
destiny of the wicked. These we should attempt to 
snatch from the fires of eternal torment - loving 
their souls but hating their corrupt manner of life. 

If our neighbor was about to die in a house 
engulfed in flames we would not hesitate to kick 
in the door and drag him out. We would not excuse 
our failure to help because we might disturb his 
sleep. 

If a brother in Christ sins he can often be re
stored "in the spirit of meekness" (Gal. 6: 1). 

When Peter's sin of refusing to eat with Gentile 
Christians caused trouble in the church, Paul did not 
hesitate but "withstood him to the face, because he 
was to be blamed." Then openly before the church 
"when I saw that they walked not uprightly accord: 
ing to the truth of the gospel •.• he rebuked Peter be
fore them all" (Gal. 2:11-14). Strong measures must 
sometime be taken. 

Jude concludes his brief epistle thanking God for 
preserving us, keeping us from falling, so that we 
may one day enjoy the glory of his presence with ex~ 
ceeding joy. God keeps those from falling who "keep 
themselves in the love of God" ijude 1:21). Jude 
ends his epistle, saying, "To the only wise God our 
Savior, be glory, and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever, Amen." 

2426 Lacosta Dr. 
Bartlett. 1N 38134 
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The 6th Annual POWER Lectureship 
-August 9·13, 1998-

The Godhead: 
A Study of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

Sunday1 August 9 
9:30 a.m ••••••.•......•. The Existence of God ••.•••••••...•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•..••.•••••....••••...••••• Paul Meacham Jr. 

1 0:30 a.m. • ••••••••••••.• Three Vital Questions About Knowing God ....................................................... B. J. Clarke 
6:00 p.m. . .•..••••••••.• The Nature of God ••••••••.•••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••.••••.•.••••••••••••• Garland Elkins 
7:00 p.m •••••••••••••••• The Sovereignty of God ••••••••••••••...•••••.•.•••••.••....•.•.•••••••..•••••••••••••••.••••••••.• James Meadows 

Monday, August 10 
9.00 a.m. • ••••••.•••.••• The Work of the Godhead in Creation ............................................................. Barry Grider 

1 0:00 a.m. • ••••••••••••.• The Work of the Godhead in Redemption ............................................... Barry Gilreath Jr. 
11:00 a.m •••••••••••••••• The Triune Nature of God .•••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••....•••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••• Mike Vestal 
1:00 p.m •••.•••••••••••• The Omniscience of God ..........•••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.•.•••••••••••• Daniel Denham 
2:00 p.m. • •••••••••••••• The Foreknowledge of God ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• Dub McClish 
3:00p.m •••••••••••••••• Panel Discussion - Questions about God 
7:00 p.m. • ••••.•••.••••• The Titles of Christ •••••••••••••••.•...........••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.••••••• Glenn Colley 
8:00 p.m. • •••••••••••••• The Great I Am ••••••••..••.•••..•••..•.....••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••.••••••••••• Gary Colley 

Tuesday, August 11 
9:00 a.m. • •••••••••••••• The Holiness of God •.•••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Michael McDaniel 

1 0:00 a.m. • ••..•.••••••.• The Immutability of God ••••••••••.......•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••...•••••••••.•.••••••••••••• Bill Bryant 
11 :00 a.m. • •••••••••••••• Sins Against the Holy. Spirit •••••••••••••.•.•••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Bobby Lldell 
1 :00 p.m. • •••••••••••••. The Omnipotence of God •••••••••.•••..•••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Keith Cozort 
2:00 p.m. • ••.•.••••••... The Godhead and the Problem of Evil ............................................................ Ted J. Clarke 
3:00 p.m •••••••••••••.•• Panel Discussion - Questions about God 
7:00 p.m ••••••••••••••.. The Operation of the Holy Spirit In Conviction and Conversion .•.•••••••••••••• Rod Rutherford 
8:00 p.m. • •••••••.••.•.• The Operation of the Holy Spirit In the Ufe of a Christian .............................. David Brown 

Wednesday, August 12 
9.00 a.m. • •••••••••••••• The Jealousy of God .•.•••.••...•••••••••••••••••.•.•...•..••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••• Kevin Beard 

1 0.00 a.m. • •••••••••••••• The Names of God ••..........•.•.••••••••.••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••...•.•••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• Jim Laws 
11 :00 a.m. • ••••••••.•••.. Who Is the Angel of Jehovah in the Old Testament? .................................. Gary Summers 
1 :00 p.m. • •••••••.••.••• How to Answer the Arguments of •oneness• Pentecostals ............................... Billy Bland 
2:00 p.m .••••••••••••••• How the Godhead Dwells In Man ......................................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
3:00 p.m ••••••••••••..•. Panel Discussion - Questions about God 
4:00 p.m. • ••••••••••••.. False Ideas About God •.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••...••.••••••••••••••••• Wayne Cox 
7:00 p.m •••••••••.•.•••• The Love, Grace, and Mercy of God ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•..••••••••••••••••• Curtis Cates 

Thursday, August 13 
9:00 a.m. • •••••••••••••• The Patience of God •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Lennie Reagan 

1 0:00 a.m. • •••••••••..•.• The Personality and Divinity of the Holy Spirit .......................................... Michael Hatcher 
11 :00 a.m. • ••••••••••...• The Pre-Existence of Jesus Christ ........................................................... Keith Mosher Sr. 
1 :00 p.m. • •••••••••••••• The lncamation of Jesus Christ ................................................................ Harrell Davidson 
2:00 p.m. . •••••••••••••• The Deity of Jesus Christ ......•.••••••••••••.•••••••.•...••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• David Jones 
3:00 p.m ••••••.•....•.•. Panel Discussion: Questions about God 
7:00 p.m. • •••••••.....•• The Goodness of God ••••••...••.•••••....•••.•.•.•••••••..••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jim Dearman 
8:00 p.m. • •••••••••••••• The Severity of God ••..••.•••.•...•••••••••••.••••.•.••••••••••••••••••...••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.•..••••••• Paul Saln 

Electrical hookups for RV's will be available on the grounds of the Southaven Church of Christ. 
Umited display space is available on a first come first served basis (601) 393-2690. 

All lectures will be published in a beautiful cloth-bound volume. 

Southaven Church of Christ • P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671 • (601) 393-2690 

July 1998 15 
Irarm Founclatioa 



Preston Cotham 
1920-1998 

David Preston Cotham, 77, of Hillsboro, died 
Thursday, February S, at his residence. 
Born November 23, 1920 in Murray, Ken

tucky, be was the son of Ben and Nannie Cotham. 
He was a graduate of Freed Hardeman College 
(Henderson, Tenn.) and Central State College 
(Edmond, Okla.). He married Loveda Craig on June 
1, 1943 in Oklahoma City. He was dearly loved in 
Hillsboro for his 21 years of service as a minister 
with the College Hill Church of Christ and Westside 
Church of Christ. Prior to coming to Hillsboro, he 
and Loveda served other congregations in Edmond, 
Paul's Valley, and Lawton, Okla.; and in Childress, 
Ft. Worth, Dallas, Garland, and Sweetwater, Texas. 

Survivors include: his wife, Loveda Cotham of 
Hillsboro; two daughters, Kay Mickey of Garland, 
Texas, and Beverly O'Dell of Odessa Texas; one son, 
David Cotham, of Longview, Texas; two brothers, 

Perry Cotham of Grand Prairie, Texas and Harry 
Cotham of Memphis, Tennessee; six grandchildren, 
Tiffany Taylor of Denton, Kriste O'Dell of Abilene, 
Tami Mickey of San Antonio; Kelli O'Dell of 
Abilene, Amber Cotham and Jeremy Cotham of 
Longview; and two great-grandchildren, Joshua and 
Kendall. 

Preston touched many, many lives through his 
years of service. He made innumerable visits to hos
pital and rest homes to encourage the sick and 
shut-in, whether he knew them well or not. He as
sisted many grieving families and officiated at nu
merous funerals. He preached the Gospel of Jesus 
for 60 years, but perhaps his most powerful procla
mation about Jesus was through his unselfish life 
serving others. 

The staff and readers of the Firm Foundation ex
presses sympathy to the Cotham family. 

11th Annual Ark-La-Miss Bible Lectureship 
.July 15·17, 1998 

The Pattern of Sound Words- 2 Timothy 1:3 

Wednesday, July 15 
7:30 p.m ...................... The Form of Sound Doctrine ........................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Thursday, July 16 
9:00 a.m •••••••••••••••••••••• God's Pattern for Singing ............................................................ Gilbert Howell 

10:00 a.m ...................... God's Pattern for Discipline ...................................................... Waymon Swain 
11:00 a.m ...................... Does God Have a Pattem in Religion? ................................ Floyd C. Johnson 
1 :00 p.m •••••••••••••••••••••• What Is God's Pattern? ••••••••••.•.•••.••••.••..•.....•.•.••.•...•.•••••••••••••.••••••••••••• Don Tate 
2:00 p.m •••••••••••••••••••••• God's Pattern for the Work of the Church ................................. Joe Sponaugle 
3:00 p.m ••••••.••••••..••••••• God's Pattem for a Scriptural Marriage ........................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
7:30 p.m ••••••.••••••.•.•.•... God's Pattern for Fellowship ............................................................ Jim Dobbs 

Friday, July 17 
9:00 a.m •••••••••••••.••.••••• God's Pattem for Christian Living ............................................... Darwin Hunter 

10:00 a.m ...................... God's Pattem for Worship ........................................................... Foy Forehand 
11 :00 a.m •••••••••••••••••••••• God's Pattern for the Work of Preachers .......................................... Don Smith 
1 :00 p.m •••••••••••••••••••••• God's Pattem for the Work of Elders ......................................... Freddie Shows 
2:00 p.m •••••••••••••••••••••• God's Pattern for Organization In the Church •••••••••••••••• Garland M. Robinson 
3:00 p.m •••••••••••••••••••••• God's Pattern for the Work of the Holy Spirit ................................. Joe Nichols 
7:30 p.m •••••••••••••••••••••• God's Pattern for a Happy Marriage ................................................. Bob Swain 

Congregational singing at 7 p.m. each eVtJnlng • Noon meals provided each day 

Central Church of Christ 
Mer Rouge Road • P.O. Box 34 • Bastrop, Louisiana 71221 o (318) 281-4959 
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Wrong Six Ways 
By Mark K. Lewis 

I t is no secret, to those who are familiar with cur
rent religious thought, that various phenomena 
are frequently being ascribed to God's Holy 

Spirit. Tongue speaking, healings, modern revela
tions, salvation, direct inspiration, and happenings 
from alpha to omega in most denominations try to 
make us think the Holy Spirit is operating on the 
saved today as he operated on the apostles. 

This "Pentecostal" marvel is of great importance 
to many. It is sad that there is so much confusion re
garding it. We shall attempt to explain, in this brief 
essay, why we do not endorse "Pentecostalism," in
deed insist that it is contrary to the Word of God. 

Pentecostalism means different things to differ
ent people, and needs defining and limiting for our 
purposes in this study. When I speak of "Pentecostal
ism," I am referring to any direct action of the Holy 
Spirit upon or within us, separate from the Word of 
God. 

I am affirming that the Holy Spirit never leads or 
directs us today, or speaks to us or guides us directly 
- does absolutely nothing upon or within man 
apart from the Word of God. Let me give six brief 
reasons for so stating: 

1. Pentecostalism is wrong because it denies that 
in conversion the Spirit operates only through the 
Word of God. The Spirit does operate in conversion. 
The question is not - and never has been - does 
the Spirit operate in conversion? The question is, 
How does He operate? Does he do it directly, God's 
Spirit coming directly into contact with man's spirit, 
or does He operate through a means- the Bible? 
We are born of the Word of Truth · (1 Pet. 1:23; 
James 1:18; and 1 Cor. 4:15). The Word of God is 
"the sword of the Spirit" (Eph. 6: 17). It is the tool 
the Holy Spirit always uses in conversion (see also 
John 5:24; Rom. 1:16; John 17:17; 1 Pet. 1:22; Psa. 
19:7). The following verses Acts: 2:41; 4:4; 6:7; 
8:12; 11:14; 18:8; and 19:20 show that the Word of 
God was always, 100 percent of the time, preached 

Bible lnfonet 
http:/Jwww.bible•infonet.org/ 

and believed before and in order to salvation. There 
is no exception. The Spirit operates in conversion, 
but always and only through the Bible. Pentecostal
ism errs in denying this plain Bible fact. 

2. Pentecostalism is wrong because it denies the 
all-sufficiency of the scriptures. This is a most im
portant point because if this principle - the 
all-sufficiency of the Bible - were truly understood, 
then people would realize that there is no need for 
the direct action of the Spirit. The Bible is complete 
and does meet man's every need. Again, for brevity's 
sake, we will only refer to the passages which prove 
such conclusively: Psalm 19:7; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 
Peter 1:3; John 6:63; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Jude 3. 
These and a host of other verses substantiate the fact 
that the Bible alone is enough to make us rjght with 
God. We do not need the direct action of the Spirit 
upon us. An appropriate question is: What can the 
Spirit do for us that the Word does not accomplish? 
Every effect or influence that it could be said the 
Holy Spirit could exert upon or within man is af
firmed already of the Word of God. Pentecostalism 
strikes at a crucial Bible doctrine, the all-sufficiency 
of the ·word of God. It says, in effect: The Word is 
not enough; we must have something else. This 
teaching is wrong and must be opposed vigorously. 

3. Who really has the Holy Spirit? To demon
strate the confusion of the Pentecostal philosophy, 
all we need to do is ask the above question. The 
Mormons claim to have it, and teach Mormon doc
trine. The Seventh-Day Adventist founder, Ellen G. 
White, claimed she "got" the Holy Spirit, and 
founded that religion. Other modern Pentecostals 
"get the Holy Ghost," and claim they can heal, and 
the Christian Scientist gets it and says you aren't sick 
in the first place! Is all this from the Holy Spirit? I 
want to know who really has the Holy Spirit? They 
all make the same claim, and they all prove it the 
same way - by personal testimony, feelings, and ex
periences. Now who is right? Who really has the 
Holy Spirit? I do not believe that God would leave 
his ordained religion on such an untrustworthy 
foundation as the feelings of man. Our fourth point 
is like our third point. 
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4. What is to prevent other religions from mak
ing the same claim? Here is a Mohammedan. He 
claims that he is a "born-again Muslim." He had 
an "encounter with Allah," and the Spirit of Allah 
has told him that the hottest place in hell is reserved 
for Christians. How does he prove it? He says, "I 
had an experience. I feel it in my heart, I know I'm 
right because Allah has revealed it to me in my 
heart." He makes the same claim as the Pentecostal, 
and proves it the exact same way! Indeed, every reli
gion in the world could make the same claim as Pen
tecostalism and have the identical supporting proof. 
If Christianity must rely on this kind of testimony 
to sustain its veracity, why is it any better, or 
more provable than Buddhism, Shintoism, Islam, 
etc.? Have we no surer foundation for our religion 
than this? 

5. Pentecostalism emphasizes the Spirit; Chris
tianity emphasizes Christ. Indeed, I am somewhat 
perplexed at all this "Holy Ghost" religion; it re
minds me somewhat of Old MacDonald's farm: here 
the Holy Ghost, there the Holy Ghost, everywhere 
the Holy Ghost. Whatever happened to Christ and 
the cross? (Read Col. 1:27; 2:10; 2 Cor. 2:14; Gal. 
2:20; 4:19; 6:14; Phil. 2:5; Col. 1:20) The appeal of 
Christianity is Jesus Christ and what he did on Cal
vary, and to him we must appeal, and not to "Holy 
Spirit" religion. There is far too much emphasis on 
the Holy Spirit in Pentecostalism. The cross and for
giveness are the true source of Christian experience, 
which leads to our final point. 

6. Pentecostalism confuses the biblical doctrines 
of faith with feelings and experience. Biblical faith is 
based upon testimony (Rom. 10:17; Heb. 11:1}. Be
cause I know I have met the conditions of salvation, 
therefore I rejoice in my salvation. Pentecostals have 
this philosophy exactly backwards They say, "I feel, 
therefore I know." The Bible doctrine is "I know 
therefore I feel." Salvation is the cause, feelings are 
the effect. Pentecostalism would have feelings to be a 
cause: I feel - the cause - therefore, I know I am 
saved - the effect. This is neither biblical nor rea
sonable. Feelings are always effects, even in the natu
ral world. I feel a pain in my foot - an effect; I 
reach down and pull out a thorn - the cause. God 
simply has given us greater assurance than our feel
ings, because our feelings can be wrong (Acts 23:1). 
If we are unknowingly fed erroneous information, 
then our feelings will react as though it was true. If I 
am wrongly told my mother has passed away, I will 
grieve, even though she may be alive and well. And 
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this is precisely the problem with Pentecostalism. 
Brother E. T. Sweeney so well wrote, when the Pen
tecostal says, "I am conscious of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit within me"" what he means is "I am con
scious of a feeling within me which I have been 
taught is caused by the Holy Spirit." Given the de
ceptions of the evil one (2 Cor. 11:13-14), such is a 
mighty dangerous theology. We should trust the 
Word of God, more than our feelings and experi
ences (2 Pet. 1:19). 

We have a sure thing - the Word of God. We 
need nothing else. Indeed, it is not as easy to deeply 
and tiringly study the Bible to learn what it says as it 
is to simply have some happy experience which con
vinces us we have been saved by the Spirit directly. 
Still, if we are going to be true to God, we have no 
other option. The Spirit does not work directly to
day. He is not doing the things so frequently claimed 
of him. Let us hold fast the Word of God, which will 
bring us to glory (Psa. 73:24). 

2912 N. Chester 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Tennessee Bible College 
"Bible-Centered Higher Education" 

•Two-year 
preacher program 

• B.A. degree 
in Bible 

• M.A. and Ph.D 
In Christian Doctrine 
and Apologetics 

• Approved for 
V.A. benefits 

• Faculty dedicated 
to Bible authority 

• "Set for the defense 
of the gospel" 
Phil. 1:17 

-Is this for you?-

Visit our campus or website for more information 

1616 McCulley Drive 
Cookeville, Tennessee 38506 

www.tn-blblecollege.edu 
(931) 526-2616 • (931) 372-7258 fax 
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(Howard Johnson is a student at Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver. Submitting a paper for possible pub
lication was a course requirement. Howard Johnson chose to send his paper to the Firm Foundation because, he 
said, ''of its stand for truth and education." Thank you, Howard.) 

The Resurreded Christ 
By Howard Johnson 

The doctrine of the resurrection is the central 
message of all the Bible. Without the resurrec
tion there is no Savior, no hope, and no God. 

If there is no resurrection, then the atheist is right. If 
there is no resurrection, then evolution may be more 
than just a theory. The resurrection proves the skep
tics wrong. 

To prove the resurrection, we must first prove the 
reliability of the source of our evidence. There is a 
God. ("The fool hath said in his heart, There is no 
God" [Psa. 14:1].) Man has always worshiped and 
believed in a Supreme Being. 

The cosmological argument for the existence of 
God is probably the best way to prove the existence 
of an Eternal One. It states that where there is design 
there is of necessity a designer. Man and the universe 
are complex. Something greater than the cosmos 
brought it into being. That awesome power is God. 

The Holy Bible is the Word of God. It is com
plete, it is accurate, and it is the standard by which all 
mankind is judged (2 Tim. 3:16-17; Rev. 22:18-19; 
John 12:48; 8:32). If you view the Bible as anything 
short of "God with us," then you might as well say 
that God couldn't make his will known to man. 

An important distinction must be made between 
immortality and the resurrection. 

It is important to distinguish between two ideas: 
the 'immortality of the soul' and the 'resurrec
tion of the body.' Both are ancient and widely 
held concepts. Many of the Greeks believed in 
the immortality of the soul. According to this 
view, the soul exists before its habitation in the 
body, and survives after being freed from the 
body -when the body dies. In some systems the 
soul is considered to be the essential self; the 
body being the 'prison' or 'tomb' from which the 
'soul' is freed at death. Death is considered to be 
the friend of the soul. All this is foreign to the .•• 
New Testament. Its doctrine of men, seen in His 
wholeness, calls for that of resurrection, not 'im
mortality of the soul'. Man is soul; he does not 
just have one. Body and soul both describe the 
total man, each from its own perspective (Wilbur 
Smith, Therefore Stand). 

In the first century some denied the resurrection 

of Jesus (Matt. 28:11-15). Paul challenged those at 
Corinth to rest their faith in the resurrection or else 
their faith was void and vain (1 Cor. 15: 12-19). 

If Jesus of Nazareth actually rose from the dead, 
in His own body, on the third day, as He pre
dicted, all the other doctrinal affirmations of the 
Christian faith hold together including those 
that pertain to our own ultimate destiny: if such 
an event did not occur, Paul declares, our faith is 
vain, our preaching is vain, and we arc yet in our 
sins. The theme of the resurrection of the body, 
including the bodily resurrection of Christ, is 
given more space in the New Testament than any 
other one basic Christian truth, with the possible 
exception of the death of the Lord Jesus. Re
move the truth of the resurrection from the New 
Testament, and its whole doctrinal structure col-

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ••. 

ENGRAVING 
HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
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4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 
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lapses, and hope vanishes (Frank Stagg, New Tes
tament Theology). 

The resurrection was planned, prophesied, and 
executed in the person of Jesus the Christ, the Son of 
God. 

Planned 
In the beginning God created all things (Gen. 1:1). 
But before God created, Jesus was ijohn 1:1-4, 14). 
God knew before the foundation of the world, before 
the creation of man, that he would send his Son to 
redeem mankind (Eph. 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18-21). Re
demption is how sinful man is reconciled to God (2 
TllD. 1:9-10; 2 Cor. 5:18-19; Rom. 5:8-11). 

Without God's mercy, exhibited by the power of 
the resurrection, man could not have returned to 
God. The bodily resurrection of Jesus was necessary 
to provide evidence to the world that all that God 
revealed is true. It was necessary, however, to first 
show man that his sins separated him from God (lsa. 
58:1-2; 1 John 3:4). 

Contrasting the earthly body with a heavenly 
body would do this. Although it is not fully known 
what the resurrected body will be like (1 Cor. 15:35, 
38), we do know that it will be changed in a mo
ment, and that it will happen during the final resur
rection of all the dead (1 Cor. 15:51-54). 

Prophesied 
Throughout the scriptures, faithful children of God 
have looked for a better day. Some believed in a res
urrection, while others merely hoped for the Mes
siah. The first scripture alluding to a coming re
deemer happened at the point of the first sin and 
God's judgment on Adam, Eve, and Satan's trans
gressions (Gen. 3: 15). As God's people progressed, 
they waited for the redeemer Oob 19:25-27; Psa. 
49:15; lsa. 26:19; Dan. 12:1-3; Acts 2:22-36). 

Executed 
Jesus foretold his own resurrection Oohn 2: 19-22; 
Mark 8:31, 9:9-10, 31-32, 10:32-34; John 
10:17-18). Jesus and his apostles raised several 
people from the dead. These miracles were per
formed to teach a lesson and show the power of God 
ijohn 11:43-44; Acts 9:36-41). 

Only Jesus, however, was resurrected never to die 
again. He is the firstfruits of resurrection, portending 
a general resurrection yet to come. He is the hope for 
eternity. Jesus is the Way, Truth, and Life Oohn 14:6; 
Rev. 1:17-18; 1 Cor. 15:20-23; Col. 1:18). 

At the appointed time, Jesus will return to resur
rect all nations and to judge mankind according to 

20 l:-~ Foun&t!::: 

the things done in this body (1 Thess. 4:13-17; 2 
Cor. 5:10). All will be resurrected and both the good 
and the evil will be judged. 

Fulfilled 
The resurrection means nothing if Jesus had not first 
died. Emphasis is placed on the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus in the New Testament. The 
Lord's Supper is a continual memorial of Jesus and 
his resurrection (Luke 22:19). Jesus assured he 
would again drink this memorial with them in the 
kingdom (Matt. 26:29). The resurrection is affirmed 
by direct eyewitness testimony and sealed by the 
blood of countless martyrs (1 Cor. 15 :3-8). 

Today's Application 
P~ul, in writing to the Corinthians, sums up his suc
cessful exposition on the resurrection. Some have 
said this chapter (ch. 15) of text is critical to the 
Christian's faith. For without the resurrection there 
is no hope. Our hope as Christians rests in a better 
day. That was the message to the seven churches of 
Asia (Rev. 1:16-18; 3:19-22). 

Conclusion 
The New Testament assumed the Old Testament's 
early concept of body-soul unity, and the late Old 
Testament and intertestamental concept of resurrec
tion. Unlike Greek philosophers who down played· 
the significance of death by emphasizing the immor
tality of the soul, the biblical writers affirmed that 
physical death is real, but has no power on the spirit. 

The Bible affirms the value of life as a gift from 
God, death is sometimes depicted as threatening and 
never entirely desirable. The doctrine of resurrec
tion is an affirmation that even the realm of the dead 
belongs to God and that death is overcome at his 
gracious command. Our victory over death is in the 
resurrected Christ (1 Cor. 15:55-58). 
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18th Annual 

Cane Ridge 
Restoration LeCtUreShip 

"What the Bible Says" 
- July 30-August 2,1998-

Thursday, July 30 
6:45 p.m . .................. Gospel Singing ................................................................................................................. Todd Walker 
7:30p.m ................... What the Bible Says About Restoration ................................................................ Garland Elkins 

Friday, July 31 
8:00a.m ................... Coffee and Doughnuts 
9:00a.m ................... Teaching What the Bible Says: I. B. Grubbs ............................................... C. Wayne Kilpatrick 

10:00 a.m . .................. What the Bible Says About Salvation and the Church .......................................... Tom Holland 
11 :00 a.m . .................. What the Bible Says About jesus and the Cross ......................................................... V. P. Black 
12:00 p.m . .................. Guided tours of restoration sites (lunch enroute) ......................................... Everett Donaldson 

................................................................................ ................................................ .................................... George Rogers 
6:45 p.m ................... Gospel Singing ............................................................ ..................................................... Todd Walker 
7:30p.m . .................. What the Bible Says About the Church in Which There Is Salvation ................ Tom Holland 

Saturday, August 1 
8:00 a.m .............. ..... Coffee and doughnuts 
9:00a.m ................... Preaching What the Bible Says: The Legacy of Be njamin Lynn ............. C. Wayne Kilpatrick 

10:00 a.m ................... What the Bible Says About Unity ................................................................................... Eddy Craft 
11:00 a.m ................... What the Bible Says About Baptism ................... .......... ............................... : ......... Garland Elkins 
12:00 p.m . .... .............. Lunch provided by North Lexington congregation 

1 :30 p.m ................... What the Bible Says About Sound Doctrine ................................................................ Eddy Craft 
.......................... Ladies Class: What the Bible Says About Making a Difference .................... Margie Overton 

2:30p.m ................... What the Bible Says About Creation ................................... .................................... Basil Overton 
6:45 p.m ................... Gospel Singing ................................................................................................................. Todd Walker 
7:30p.m ................... What the Bible Says About Resurrection of the Body ............................................... V. P. Black 

Sunday, August 2 
9:30a.m ................... What the Bible Says About Godliness ........................................................... Everett Donaldson 

10:30 a.m ................... What the Bible Says About Worship ......................................................................... Ad ron Doran 

-Afternoon worship at the Cane Ridge Meeting House-
3:00p.m ................... What the Bible Says that Influenced Barton W. Stone ......................................... Basil Overton 

North Lexington Church of Christ 
549 Parkside Drive • Lexington, Kentucky 40505 • (606) 299-9511 

(Call for listing of area motels) 
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Potpourri ... 
Stand By My Man? 

®Tammy Wynette is dead at 55 of a blood clot. 
She wrote the song, "Stand by Your Man." She di
vorced four husbands, but was standing by number 
five. Signs of the times. 

Executions 
®Paris, April 28 (Reuters) - Forty Algerians 

were killed in a massacre, which coincided with the 
feast of the Moslem New Year. Carnage has a ten
dency to rise at Algerian religious holiday times. 
North African government says such events are sig
nificant for what they term their "holy struggle." 

Judge Not and Go to Jail 
®Houston Chronicle (April 17, 1998) the trial 

of two sisters accused of stealing $529,000 ended in 
a mistrial because a juror, Alan Parker, said he could 
not sit in judgment on them. Parker said he does not 
believe it's his role to sit in judgment upon another 
human being, but it is God who will judge and pun
ish in the end. Looks like Alan never read Romans 
13:1-7 nor 1 Corinthians 6:2-4. Parker had been 
quizzed on whether he had religious scruples that 
would prevent his making a fair judgment in the 
case. District Judge Sam Robertson ordered Parker 
to jail. 

Help 
OThe White Mountain Church of Christ, P.O. 

Box 3157, Show Low, AZ 85902 is asking for money 
to build a building and to supplement the minister's 
salary. Curtis Cates and Garland Elkins of MSOP in 
Memphis recommend this as a good and worthy 
project. For more information Mark Lance, minister, 
can be contacted at (520) 537-2662. 

Music City 
GThe Granny White Pike church in Nashville 

sponsored a Seminar on June 6, 1998, from 9 a.m. 
until 3:15 p.m. Subjects included Music in Worship 
and Necessity of Baptism. The Firm Foundation un
derstands that the seminar was a response to false 
teaching by liberals in the church and especially in 
Nashville. It was a sort of put-your-foot-down on 
the Jubilee program scheduled for July. The Jubilee 
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people say instrumental music in worship of God is 
not a sin and we ought to fellowship denominations. 

Mike Cope, preacher for the Fifth and Highland 
church in Abilene, is part of the Jubilee conglomer
ate and subscribes to liberal philosophy. The church 
where Cope works, by the way, sponsors and helps 
to direct the Herald of Truth radio and television 
programs, which also compromises with error. 

List, the ominous stern whisper from the Del
phic cave within: 

They enslave their children's children who make 
compromise with sin. 

Accused 
GAccording to "News Planet" and the Denver 

Post, several female basketball players at the Univer
sity of Southern Colorado say their coach tried to 

Brown 
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lead them into lesbianism. Three members of the la
dies basketball team say the coach pressured them 
into homosexual activity. Coach Sherry Winn cat
egorically denies the allegations, which she bluntly 
characterizes as lies. Winn refuses to make a state
ment about her own sexual orientation. 

I See 
OGertrude Stein is reported to have said: "There 

ain't no answer. There ain't going to be no answer. 
There never has been no answer. That's the answer." 

Bad Egg 
OAccording to the Dallas Morning News, Jim 

Hackney of the Midtown Church of Christ joined an 
ecumenical sunrise service in honor of Easter. The 
article did not indicate what Jim thinks about Palm 
Sunday, Ash Wednesday, or Good Friday, nor how 
many eggs Jim found. 

Co11edion 
OA missionary report in the Firm Foundation 

{April1998) seemed to imply that there are only two 
loyal congregations of the church in Duluth, Minne
sota. Gwen Stone writes to say that her husband, M. 
Ray Stone, is the preacher for the church at 
Roseville, Min. She points out that there are more 
than two faithful congregations of God's people in 
the area. Gwen wrote, "The Lord's church has taken 
a beating from liberalism in our state, but there are 
still several faithful congregations around. The 
Roseville church stands for the purity of the truth in 
preaching to convert the lost, and defends the iner
rancy and all-sufficiency of the Bible. We invite any 
visitors to the Twin Cities to worship with us." M. 
Ray Stone received some of his training to preach 
from the Elk City School of Preaching under such 
men as W. R. "Bill" Craig. 

Sorry if we left a wrong impression. 

Not Guilty 
OA Methodist preacher, Jimmy Creech, con

ducted a same-sex commitment ceremony in 
Kearney, Neb. in September. Creech said that he was 
simply serving the spiritual needs of two women. 
The Methodist church policy forbids homosexual 
marriage. Creech was charged and tried by a jury of 
13 Methodist preachers. His defense was that the 
Methodist church's Social Principles, amended in 
1996 to prohibit "ceremonies that celebrate homo
sexual unions," are merely guidelines. The United 
Church of Christ is the only Protestant church that 
permits homosexual ceremonies. Still, the jury found 

Creech not guilty of doing what he admitted doing. 
Creech's backers included President Clinton's "pas
tor" (Chicago Tribune, March 14, 1998, sent in by 
Earl Davis.) 

OA priest has resigned from the faculty of the 
University of Notre Dame because he believes his 
sacramental duties were taken away after he de
clared he was homosexual" (Chicago Tribune, March 
23, 1998). 

Arrogant 
O"Haughty eyes" is the first of seven deadly sins 

(Prov. 6: 17). An excessively high opinion of them
selves and an exaggeration of their own virtues leads 
politicians and university professors to sometimes 
believe what they say about themselves. The ethical 
logic runs like this: "I'm good, and since good 
people don't do bad things, whatever I do is OK." 
The prideful think they can get away with anything. 

"Be not righteous overmuch; neither make thy
self overwise: why shouldest thou destroy thyself?~ 
(Eccl. 7:16). 

Man, proud man, 
Drest in a little brief authority, 
Most ignorant of what he's most assur'd, 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism 

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman 

• Literature: Rod Rutherford 
• Bible correspondence Courses: Ray Sullins 

• Campaign follow-up: Ed Crookshank 
• Chinese Mandarin Work: JohJ! Grubb 
• Bible Questions: David Amos, Roy J. Hearn 

and Albert McDaniel 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Misa. 

Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Phone (601) 895-9740 • Fax (601) 895-9741 

July 1998 23 
Firm Foundation 



His glassy essence, like an angry ape, 
Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven, 
As make the angels weep 

(William Shakespeare). 

Joa'f IJo If 
OCongress established a $50 million system of 

block grants for states that set up sex abstinence edu
cation programs for unmarried youth. Bill Archer 
(R-Texas) contends that several states have placed 
people who favor "abstinence plus birth control" in 
charge of their programs (Reason, April 1998). 

41JODJIIIOIIS 

OA preacher rose to speak at his friend's funeral. 
He referred to the dates on the obituary notice. First 
came the date of birth and then the date of death, 
but what mattered most was the dash between those 
years which represented the person's life. He con
cluded: 

It matters not how much we own; 
The cars, the house, the cash. 
What matters is how we live and love 
And how we spend our dash. 

larl IJavls 
OWe continue to receive clippings from the Chi

cago 'Iiibune from our good friend Earl Davis. We 
cull and condense and share with you some of Earl's 
pearls: 

OA recent CBS News poll said that the status of 
women had improved in the last 25 years, but 
fewer and fewer women want to call themselves 
feminists. ••• The number of women who con
sider the label 'feminist' a compliment has been 
cut in half since 1992 (Chicago 'IHbune, Apr. 
19). 

OA homosexual man, Eric Harrah, who ran a se
ries of abortion clinics has converted to what he 
considers Christi::nity (really a return to his 
roots). Showing that a homosexual pro-death 
advocate can repent (Chicago Tribune, Apr. 19). 

OAn increasing number of people in the United 
States are converting to orthodox Christianity, 
as they seek a more traditional and conservative 
approach to religion (Chicago 'IHbune, Apr. 19). 

O'My son is very much into girls, but he prefers 
Pamela Anderson' (lann Weiss, after buxom ac
tress Anne Nicole Smith showed up at her son's 
Ian's bar mitzvah and danced suggestively with 
the 13-year-old, who didn't recognize her (Chi
CIIgo Tribune, Apr. 7). 

OParents who refuse to seek medical care for 
their sick children because of religious reasons 
are essentially dooming the youngsters to un
timely deaths (Chicago Tribune, Apr. 7). 
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DEvolution should be taught in public schools as 
"the most important concept to modem biol
ogy," a panel of scientists said in response to ef· 
forts to keep the subject out of the classroom 
(Chicago 'IHbune, Apr. 10). 

OAt Wdlow Creek Community Church in South 
Barrington, one of the largest c:hurc:hes in the 
nation, Easter was heralded in the bookstore 
with a 20 percent markdown on Bibles, to help 
get the word out (Chicago 'IHbune, Apr. 12). 

Well, thank you again Earl, you're a pearl. 

.,.., Ia f6ere 
For right is right, since God is God, 
And right the day must win; 
To doubt would be disloyalty, 
To falter would be sin. 

ralilag ,. BIIIISelf 
ONeale Donald Walsch has written a new book, 

"Conversations With God. It is so strange and 
postmodem that we want to share a few paragraphs 
with you. 

Mr. Walsch is a new age guru and therefore in 
tune with the times. He speaks to his generation. He 
says, "This book is an actual dialogue with God." 
Mr. Walsch loves his Lord. "I love you," he says to 
God; "you know that?~ 

"I know· you do," replies God, "and I love you." 
Most impressive, until one realizes that Mr. 

Walsch is talking to himself. He thinks that God and 
Neale Donald Walsch are one and the same. 

This book has been on the New York Times best 
seller list for more than a year. 

The book is about as logical as conversation with 
people in a mental-hospital. Here is how the argu
ment goes: (1) God is the greatest entity imaginable. 
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2) So God is All Things. 3) Naturally, All Things has 
no consciousness of its own. 4) So God can experience 
itself as God only through parts of itself that do have 
consciousness - you and me. 6) But all things is all 
there is. 7) So there's really only one thing. 8) So we 
drop the distinction between the All and its parts. 9) 
So we're not just parts of God- we're God. 10) But 
there is only one of us. 11) So God is me. 

Simple, isn't it? 
Sounds like Shirley McLaine standing on the 

beach at Malibu and shouting at the sounding-surf, 
"I am God." The surf, as you remember, didn't pay 
any attention to her. 

Granted the author's definition, his book is a dia
logue with God. 

You must understand the greatest truth, says God 
(Neale Donald Walsch), "Nothing matters. Except for 
keeping profitable rackets going as long as possible." 

Here is what God (Neale Donald Walsch) says: 
"I do not want your worship. I do not need your 

obedience and it is not necessary for you to serve Me." 
"When you have been a man long enough, you 

can become a woman." 
"Passion is God wanting to say, 'hi.'" 
"Blessed are the self-centered, for they shall know 

God." 
"Practice saying ten times each day: 'I love sex.' 

Practice saying this ten times: 'I love money.' Now, 
you want a really tough one? Try saying this ten times: 
'I love me!'" 

"I mean you can't lose in this game. You can't go 
wrong. It's not part of the plan. There's no way not to 
get where your going. There's no way to miss your 
destination. If God is your target, you're in luck, be
cause God is so big, you can•t miss." 

(Editor•s comment: It is our impression that reli
gious liberals are, like Walsch, convinced that when 
they talk to themselves they are talking to God. If it is 
correct that inner-emotions are the voice of God and 
the basis for informing our conduct, then they are 
right. If the Bible is our alone and all-sufficient guide, 
then they are wrong.) 

Traditloa 
OThomas G. Oden, a professor of theology at 

Drew University who evolved from a new-age
postmodern skeptic to believing the Bible as the iner
rant word of God, wrote an interesting article for 
Christianity Today (Feb. 9, 1998). Oden is described 
by his friend, Timothy George, as "a Methodist, 
coming from the wasteland of liberalism, heresy, and 

doctrinal confusion into the embrace of paleo-ortho
doxy." 

Oden discussed the problem of pitting tradition 
against reform. 

Change agents in the church, who present them
selves as reformers, think that is where the discus
sion is, or ought to be. Some of Oden's remarks are 
especially insightful. 

Oden observed, "Reformists often imagine that 
they can improve on apostolic teaching." One symp
tom of this delusion is the pushing of the feminist 
agenda within the church. Carroll D. Osburn's (Es
says on Women in Earliest Christianity, College 
Press, 1995) does this very thing. Osburn converts 
"let the women keep silent in the churches" (p. 219) 
to "Paul's corrective does not ban women from 
speaking [preaching] in public" (p. 242). The ACU 
professor was able to do this in only 22 pages of his 
book, or 7,049 words. Paul said that during the 
preaching portion of the worship "let the women 
keep silent," and Osburn says this means "let the 
women preach." 

Oden wrote, "The revelation of God the Father 
through the Son, finished on the cross and validated 
in the resurrection, does not stand in desperate need 
of further modern insight to make it sufficient for 
our justification." 

Carroll Osburn, of course, is too high and 
mighty, too wise and superior, to enter into a civil 
discussion of his revisionist notion that the church 
ought to have women in the pulpit. Oden makes this 
pertinent comment on the freedom to confront, 
challenge, argue, debate according to conscience un
der the sacred scriptures, "I am less afraid of that 
conflict than the lack of it." Oden presses for "good, 
tough, honest polemics but good means charitable 
and accurate and tough does not mean irascible." 

"If there is no immune system to resist heresy, 
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there will soon be nothing but teeming infestation of 
heresy. I speak as one who was once a lover of her
esy" (Thomas Oden, "The Real Reformers Are Tra
ditionalists," Christianity Today, Feb. 9, 1998, p. 
49). 

Jubilee 
0 In a private letter a member of the a congrega

tion of the Lord's people in Georgia wrote: "In the 
course of the meeting some other issues arose. One 
brother asked if the North Atlanta Congregation had 
provided any financial support to Jubilee 1997. The 
answer was no •••• The elders acknowledged that we 
had supported past Jubilees and that we were re
quested to support Jubilee 1997, but they declined. 
The elders also stated that they were asked to spon
sor Jubilee 1998 but that they had declined." 

lisaer 
G Donald E. Wtldmon in a recent American Fam

ily Association newsletter quotes James Dobson as 
saying, "The Disney organization has utter disdain 
for those who hold traditional moral principles and 
conservative family values. Year after year, its leaders 
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have insulted a large segment of the population by 
producing films, television and music that contradict 
cherished beliefs." 

Judglag r6ose WIJo Judge 
OAlan Wolfe in his new book, One Nation, After 

All, says, "Middle-class Americans have added an 
Eleventh Commandment: 'Thou shalt not judge.'" 
He quotes from people who, Richard Lowry says, 
"have apparently learned their ethics late at night 
from a college sophomore." Here is an example: 

0 Barbara Tompkins, the daughter of a Southern 
Baptist minister, when told about someone who dis
approved of homosexuality, answered: 

He cannot make a broad statement that that's 
wrong •••• Why is it wrong for them? I mean, do 
we all have to have the same color hair? I think 
everyone inside has their own persona of God. 
You don't have to accept anybody's dogma 
whole. Live with the concept of God as you per
ceive it. 

In the name of being non-judgmental, Barbara 
Thompkins judges and condemns those who judge 
and condemn homosexuality. 
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Q 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Is doctrinal compromise in the name of 
love biblically proper? 

Answer: The Christian's attitude of love is impor
tant. It is both a necessary virtue as well as the 

fruit of the Spirit. 
However, any attitude that motivates one to 

compromise sacred doctrine cannot be classified as 
"love" in the biblical sense. Such an attitude, even if 
it is called "love" by others, contradicts the Word of 
God. And yet, we must not yield to the other ex
treme in reaction to this false pseudo-love being pro
moted by some today. We must be balanced in our 
stand for the faith. 

We are to preach the truth in love. Love is a 
Christ-like quality, and a divine imperative (1 Cor. 
13; 2 Tim. 1: 7). The biblical doctrine of love has 
been understood by few and misapplied by many. We 
must make the proper application in our lives. 

The Christian must love the truth. The child of 
God must genuinely love the truth as contained in the 
New Testament gospel. The Christian is to love the 
truth of God's revelation- the Bible (Gal. 1:10-12). 

Loving the truth by which we are saved means 
obedience to the gospel Uohn 3:36, ASV; John 
8 :32). Loving truth involves living a holy life before 
God Uohn 17:17; Rom. 12:1-2). Truth is an objec
tive standard, which is the powerful medium of sal
vation. Truth is also to be taught in love (Eph. 4: 15); 
that is, out of love for the Truth being preached, and 
it must be proclaimed from a Christ-centered/Christ
created heart of compassion for those who are lost 
(2 Cor. 5:14 ). In addition, the Christian must love 
the Truth even amidst persecution (Matt. 5:10-12; 
Rev. 2:10). It is truly sad that some today have a 
gross misunderstanding of the Bible doctrine of love. 
Among those with such a misunderstanding, love has 
been confused with patience, and patience has been 
confused with toleration to the extent that some in 
the church tolerate almost everything and stand for 
almost nothing. 

The Christian must love the church. Loving 
truth means loving the church. These two aspects of 
love go together. In fact, if one exhibits a lack of 
love for the church, one will also have a lack of love 
for the truth - and if one manifests a lack of love 
for the truth, he will lack love for the church. Jesus, 
our Perfect Example (1 Pet. 2:21), loved the church 
to the extent that he died for it. He paid for its very 
existence by shedding his own blood (Acts 20:28; 
Eph. 5:25; Heb. 9:12). Jesus purchased the pardon 
of every obedient believer, which in the collective is 
his church (Rom. 6:15-18; 1 Pet. 1:18-19). 

Like Jesus, we must love the church to the extent 
that we would give our lives in its service. Such indi
viduals are those who are active evangelists -
spending their time in spiritual service; those who 
preach the gospel full time as opposed to being "suc
cesses" in the secular world; those who give of them
selves to spread the gospel in foreign lands; those 
who are willing to spend and be spent for the 
kingdom's sake. 

The Christian must love the lost As we love the 
truth and the church, so we are to love the lost. The 
child of God is to follow the great example of Jesus 
Christ. As Jesus loved the lost, so must we love those 
who are outside of Christ. We must love and seek 
the lost (Luke 19:10). We must love them enough to 
reach out to them in a true spirit of compassion and 
concern, as we seek nothing but their greatest spiri
tual good. 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching •••••••••• Lakeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures .......................... Ft. Worth~ Texas 

Fe•ruary 
I Freed-Hardeman University ••• Henderson~ Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship .•.•••••••..• San Antonio~ Texas 
3 Oeburne, Texas Forum 
4 North Texas Firm Foundation Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Talco, Texas 
March 

I El Paso Lectures ................................. E.l Paso~ Texas 
I East Tennessee School of Preaching 

•••••• -••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• •••••• •••• Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures •••••• Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching ••• Memphis, Tennessee 

April 
I Northeast Oklahoma Lectures •• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ••••••••••••••••••••• Austin~ Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Pottstown~ Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• Madisonville~ 'Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures .......................... Marshall~ Texas 

May 
I Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

••••••••• •••••••••••••• •••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• Cookeville~ Tennessee 
I Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• Jerome, Idaho 
I Vualia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

•••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'Visalia~ California 
I Gulf Coast Lectures .......................... Portland~ Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee:. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Red Oak, Texas 
2 Vuginia Bible Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Christiansburg. 'Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures ••••••..••••••••. Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship ............................... Taylor, Texas 

June 
I Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Dayton, Ohio 
I Bellview Lectures ......................... Pensacola~ Florida 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Houston, Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••• Mt. Juliet~ Tennessee 
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July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship ................. Burnet~ Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••.•...••••••••.••..•.••••••••••• Hamson, hkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures ••••••••••••••• Bastrop~ Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah~ Kentucky 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

.•.•••••••••••..••••••••••••..•••••••••••••.••• Lexington, Kentucky 
4 Seek Old Paths ........................ Corinth~ Mississippi 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••• Beeville~ Texas 
4 NW Tennessee Bible Lectures ••••••••• Paris~ Tennessee 

August 
I Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

•• .••• •••••• •••••.. •••••• •• • ••• . .•• • • •• •• St. Albans, West 'Virginia 
I Northwest Tennessee Lectures •••••••• Paris~ Tennessee 
I Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••...••••••••••••••..•• Sevierville~ Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship ••••••••••••••• Southaven~ Mississippi 
3 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.• Garden City~ Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••• Farmington~ Missouri 

Septem•er 
I Robertson County Lectureship 

••••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• Greenbriar, Tennessee 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••• •••. ••••••••• •••• •• •••••••• ••••• ••• • • • Chattanooga~ Tennessee 
3 Central Okla. Lectureship ••••••• McLoud~ Oklahoma 
4 4-State Lectureship ••••...•••••••••••••••.. Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures •..••••••••••• Independence~ Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship • Steubenville, Ohio 

Odo•er 
I Northern New England Lectureship 

•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tilton~ New Hampshire 
2 Southside Lectureship ••••••••••••••••••••• Lubbock, Texas 
2 Palmetto Biblic:al Studies •••••• Greer, South Carolina 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

•.•••• •• . • • •••••••• •••.•••••• ••••••••••• ••••• Gatlin bur& 'lennessee 
3 Nevada Firm E Lectureship ••••••• Las Vegas~ Nevada 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship •••• Memphis~ Tennessee 
4 West Varginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

•••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• Mountlsville. West 'Virginia 

Novem•er 
I Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••...••••••••• Mechanicsville~ 'Virginia 
I Eastside Lectureship ••••••••••••• Muskogee~ Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton Lectures ••••••••••••••••••• Denton~ Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship ••••••• Tuscumbia~ Alabama 
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-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223·210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God• 

-Alaska
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L Laux (907}?-~~;7007 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 4S6-49i!-. •• 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AX (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 ••••• 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 bloclc &om Exit 76 offl-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilben Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (870) 932-1643. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S p.m. CST, 6 p.m. DST, Wed. 7 
p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244· 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655· 
0388. ••••• 
Seal Beach- Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

Vacaville- 401 FirSt:: 9s688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

••••• Vualia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackwonh, 
pmcher. Home of Greata' Vwdia F;rm 
Ftnmdati011 Lectureship 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed.7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matten of THE Faith • 

••••• 
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arca~i:~ ~~ 34265 
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. • • • • • 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake F:r~:tchurch of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 
Lake City- Lake dey. Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 

7:30p.m. ••••• 
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roben 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800· 
320-9780 ••••• 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6321. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m • 
Orlando - South o:l~do Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airpon., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 
Orlando-Winter Park~ S~uth Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - BeiJvie;.,o Ch;.rch of Christ, 4850 
Saufley FJd. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. {3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 
Sarasota - Midway: •7ii.6 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian -1045 ~i:s;. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299·1475 • 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 J).m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 
Duluth - 3249 H.;; ·1io, 30096. sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest Lecture· 
ship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bronson Osric, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montsomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422·8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, n. 2 blks. www.hislight.com/gccoc 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

••••• 
Virginia- Virsinia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55192. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Roben Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 

-Missouri
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed.7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

• •••• 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
1 08th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
917-1556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Nonhridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 1 p.m (513) 274-6801. Wcstem Ohio 
Valley F;,. Foundation Lectureship. 

• •••• 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Ncar WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

• •••• 
Fairbom, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. ••••• 
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studiu~ (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. ••••• 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Creer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off I-SS. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church .of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Coc:hran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun-
dation Lectureship. • •••• 
Cookeville - Nonheast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview J;>r.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile nonh of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
W'dmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • • • • • 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10~ 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. ••••• 
Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

••••• 
Mt. Juliet -The Vdlages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher • ••••• 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hides Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (5 12) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lcctareship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
wrhe Word of Ufe,• 'KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:06-
7:30 a.m., Gary Colley,,preac:her. 
Baytown- Cecbr Bay~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713).422-2935; 424-7823~ Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wac:aster 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal ' 

30 F~ Found!~!! 

Bumet-BumetChurchofChrist,280S S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell Debo, minister. Home 
of Central Texas Lectureship 

••••• 
Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go S.S miles west on Hwy. lOS 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 

••••• 
Denton-Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-3S31.Sun9, 10a.m.,6p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 

Houston - FleetwOC:J Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Tim Dearman, evangelist. ··"·. Hurst- Nonheast ~hurch of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. ••••• 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

••••• 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Undell Mitchell, minister. 

••••• Lubbock -Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:SS a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
1~:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy J. 
Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. 

Redwater- Church ~fChrist, Box 229,75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

••••• 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 ~.m. Carl Hec:ker, preacher. 

Roanoke - Church ~f Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 ••••• 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-m6. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) ••••• · 
San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preac:her. 

San Antonio- Nonhero Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

••••• 
Schertz- Church of Christ, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. ' 

-Virginia-
Bristol- East Bristol Church of Christ, 340 Bon
ham Rd.,·24203.1 mileoffl-81atexit7.Sun.10, 
1~ a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Clifford Newell Jr., 
mm. (H) (540) 466-0950, (0) (540) 669-6221. . . . .... 
Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Hampton - Hampt~; • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304 e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evanseiist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc: -Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
sr:,. 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
m1n1ster. 

-Wyoming-
cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 .• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. ••••• 
Sheridan - Nonhside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

Firm Foundation 
Bible Class Literature 

and 
Correspondence Course 

1·800·572·3119 

~ .fo~ lAD. ladie6 

Fine Linen 
by Nelda Oark 

-· Excellent for ladies class studies-

$4.00 
plus shipping and handling 

Order from Firm Foundation 
1·800-572-3619 
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Preachers Wanted 
Desiring to establish a doctrinally sound church of 
Christ in Ellensburg, W A. Prayerfully seeking 
support for hiring a sound preacher to work with 
memben in Ellensburg. This support would be until 
we could partially or wholly support ourselves. 
After prayerfully considering our request, if the 
church in your area would dedicate themselves to 
this worthy calling, please contact: Chuck Verkist 
906 East Second Ave. Ellensburg, WA 98926 or 
(509) 925-2593 or cverkist@ellensburg.com Letters 
for character reference will be provided upon 
request 

Evangelist needed for enthusiastic but small 
congregation in England. The Peterborough Church 
of Christ is located in an expanding part of the UK 
with much potential. We need a faithful preacher 
who will work with us in spreading the Word. 
Must have own support. For information pack, 
contact us by email, sisman@enterprise.net. 

Minister needed. Congregation of approx. 60 
members seeking experience, sound, mature 
evangelist. Salary and home provided. Send r~um~ 
with reference to Calera Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 412, Calera, OK 74730 

Full-time pulpit preacher sought for 90-member 
congregation of the Lord's church in Jamestown, 
TN. Centrally located between Nashville and 
Knoxville, jamestown is near Dale Hollow Lake 
and Big South Fork National Park with abundant 
recreational opportUnities. The candidate will be 
theologically conservative; neither anti nor liberal. 
A modem 5-bedroom house is provided on a quiet, 
wooded lot. Salary in 30's based on experience 
and qualifications. House is not part of salary 
package. Current preacher of 7 years is relocating. 
Please send ~sum!! and tape to Ralph Wright, P.O. 
Box 909, Jamestown, TN 38556. (931) 879-7689 
(office) (931) 879-7118 (home). 

Eoergetie, doctrinally sound, evangelist is needed 
by·.the Lord's church in Vacaville, CA. We are a 
growing congregation of approximately 70. In 
addition to preaching the Word, we desire some
one who can encourage and lead us in evangelizing 
our community. We are enthusiastically suppon
ing our prison minister in the work at the 
two corrections facilities located here. Send a recent 
photo of your family along with your r~uml!, 
three references, and an audio or video presenta
tion of a recent sermon. Salary (please state your 
requiremenu), house, and utilities provided. 
Church of Christ, 401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688. 
Contaa A. E. Swims (707) 448-5085 or (707) 648-
1834. 

Preacher needed: Middlesboro, Ky. Congregation 
of 70. Town of 12,000. Send Rluml! and taped 
sermon to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 367, 
Middlesboro, KY 40965 

Wanted: Experienced, sound, gospel preac:her. 
Congregation of about SO members. No elders at 
this time. House and salary. Send resume to 
Broadway Church of Christ, P.O. Box 3, 
Drumright, OK 74030-0003 or contact Nick 
Nichols (918) 352-3375 or Paul Castor (918) 352-
2026. 

Wanted: a semiretired preac:hcr or one with partial 
support. Housing and some support supplied. Must 
be well-grounded in God's Word. Send r~ml! to 
Ray Sanders, Southside Church of Christ, 3624 W. 
Malone St., Peoria, IL 61605; call (309) 676-0636. 

Preac:her wanted to work with a small self
supponing congregation located in suburb of 
Denver, CO. Requires someone mature and well 
grounded in God's Word. Must have experience in 
personal work and pulpit speaking. Please send 
~m~ with video or audio to Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 So. Havana St., Englewood, CO 
80111. Attn: Search Committee. Evenings call (303) 
694-3429 or (303) 770-8459. 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of Christ, 
11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or phone (303) 
841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

Full-time Minister Needed. The Honolulu church 
of Christ is in need of a full-time minister. Our 
current preacher is moving back to the mainland 
the end of May. We would like to have a new 
family come in June. Minister's residence provided. 
If you are interested in learning more about this 
work, or would like to submit a resume & sermon 
tape (audio or video), please contact: Ernie Moore, 
Chairman, Preacher Search Committee, Honolulu 
Church of Christ, 1732 Keeaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822. Phone: (808) 536-7952. 
Church e-mail: honcoc@aloha.net or Ernie Moore's 
e-mail: EMOORE@GTE.COM (church web page: 
http://planet-hawaii.com/honchurchchrist). 

University Church of Christ, 11114 Spur 248, 
Tyler, TX 75707, (903) 566-0853 seeks youth 
minister. We are a congregation of over 300 
members who care deeply about our young people. 
We are looking for a very dedicated, Bible-centered, 
and energetic man to work with our youth and 
education department. Please sent rl!suml! to the 
above address; Attention Elders. 

Preachers Available 
Neil C. Prokop, BA; B.Ed. Born 1958 in Edmonton, 
Alberta. Graduating from the VIV School of 
Preaching (Moundsville) in Jan. '99. Seeking 
employment in or around any city of a million plus 
or a team leadership position to a missionary 
destination long-term. Available for try-out from 
June 23-Aug. 23, '98. Congregation res.: Stuttgart, 

Geneva, Toronto, Waterloo, Ontario, Kyiv and 
Ternopil, Ukraine, and Moundsville, WV. Email: 
TraveiTkg@juno.com, phone (304) 845-7474. To 
sample sermon outlines: www.churchesofchrist.net/ 
authors/Neil C Prokop (case sensitive) 

For Sale 
44 upholstered pews, pulpit stand, communion 
table, and 2 short pews. Good condition. (417) 
338-4544 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great price& 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinden, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lcc:tureship Books: Dangnou1 'Im11 
(1997), The Two Coumantl (1996), The Msljor 
Prophets (1995), The Prouidenu of God (1989) 
$15.00. The Minor Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order 
from Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, 
Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 
shipping ac handling on single book orders. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Vlbateuer 
Happened to Heaven and Hellt (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translation (1995)- $21.75. 
Balanud Christianity: Maintaining Bibliul &lanu 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 
Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Seeking to locate a copy of of book, Tb~ Hub of 
the Bible by James D. Bales. Please contact me at 
(803) 778-2903 or write Sherman Offord, 40 
Highland Ave., Sumter, SC 29150 

Thinking about attending a school of preachingl 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Studentl Moving to Adantal Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Would you like to move to Southern California. 
Looking for a brother interested in starting a 
scripturally organized congregation of the the church 
of Christ in the Los Angeles area. Russ Hannum, 
2057 E. Aroma Dr., West Covina, CA91791, (626) 
918-2802 
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A Practical 
Handbook 
forSinPnl 
and Son1leadin1 
written and compiled by 

Burt ..Jones 

I commend to you this volume which is 
able to present what could be a very 
difficult subject in an easy-to-read and 
enlightening manner. The contents 
address both the reading of round AND 
shaped notes in a very simple under-
standable fashion. 

It is my prediction that this book will 
become the standard for singing and 
songleading as we enter the twenty-first 
century! 

Ralph A. Casey 
Songleader 

$4.00 
plus shipping and handling 

1·800-572·3619 
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1 :00 p.m •••••• The Works of the Holy Spirit 
in the Ufe of the Christian 
••••••.••••••••••••••••• Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

2:00 p.m •••••• The Holy Spirit and Providence 
................................ Garland Elkins 

3:00 p.m •••••• Open Forum 

••• 
For the ladles- Special classes 
Irene C. Taylor • Annette Cates 
Corinne Elkins • Anita Hochdorf 
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HeavyStuH 
By Ron Chandler 

One scripture that every religious llberal 
knows by heart is: "Woe to you! You 
narrow-minded, conservative imbeciles. You 

teach people to obey the Bible and do everything just 
right, but you have neglected the more important 
matters, like loving people and not judging any
body." That is Matthew 23:23, perverted to fit the 
attitude of the religious liberal as he harshly judges 
and denouhces those who "contend earnestly for the 
faith"- and he does it in the name of "love, mercys 
and justice. ~> How odd! 

What Jesus said was; "Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, Hypocrites! for ye tithe mint and anise and 
cummin, and have left undone the weightier matters 
of the law, justice, and mercy; and faith: but these ye 
ought to have done, and not to have left the other 
undone." 

No scripture has been more abused or perverted 
than this one. A typical liberal interpretation usually 
goes something like this: "focusing on steps of salva
tion, the worship and organization of the church, or 
any other doctrinal matter is equivalent to tithing 
mint, anise, and cummin. If you do that, you're like 
the Pharisees. You should be more worried about 
love and mercy, which means accepting anyone who 
calls God 'Father' and Jesus 'brother.' In my judg
ment, it is wrong to judge." 

Part of the confusion surrounds the phrase 
"weightier matters." Liberals tell us it means "more 

important." So does the NIV, which, come to think 
of it, is probably where liberals get the idea. Justice, 
mercy and faith are more important than keeping 
the details of the law, they say. 

The word weightier, however, is translated from 
the Greek word barus which Vine defines as "griev
ous" or "heavy," and Strong says tan mean "burden
sotne.'1 Justice, mercy and faith are weightier, not in 
the sense of being more important, but because they 
are more difficult to achieve. 

Barus is translated "grievous" or "heavy" in 1 
John 5:3: "For this is the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments: ahd his commandments are not 
grievous," 

If we truly love God and desire to please him, 
none of his commands is more than we can handle. 
The burden we bear is easy, and the yoke, light be
cause it is balanced by the love and partnership of 
Jesus (See Matt. 11 :30). Still, some commands are 
harder to obey than others. 

Jesus said it is easy to love those who love you 
and greet those who greet you. Even the tax collec
tors can do that (Matt. 5:46-4 7) . Loving your en
emies is a greater test of character. A test similar to 
the one that faced the rich young ruler (Luke 18:22). 
Selling all his possessions was harder than claiming 
to keep the Ten Commandments. 

In the same way, Jesus says, it is easier to pay tithes 
than to practice justice, mercy, and faith. Those things 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Catering and Informing 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

prov·i·dence (prov1i-dens, -dens ') noun 
1. Care or preparation in advance; foresight. 
2. Prudent management; economy. 
3. The care, guardianship, and control exercised by a 

deity; divine direction: "Some sought the key to history in 
the working of divine providence" (William Ebenstein).1 

The providence of God is a popular sub
ject, but is often cloaked in high-sound
ing but confusing verbiage. It is clear 

that God acts in the world either in keeping 
with the established laws of nature, or he acts beyond those laws. 
He may do either, but can not do anything that contradicts his ex
pressed will or his essential nature. 

God either acts miraculously or naturally. One or the other, 
but not both at the same time, because of quiddity. Good sense 
tells us that God cannot, logically, act within the confines of natu
ral law and outside the pale of such law at the same time. It has to 
be one or the other. Something cannot be both miraculous and 
non-miraculous at the same time. It either is or it isn't. 

To say God governs, provides, and preserves within the law of 
nature is not to deny that God acts. To demand that God must act 
outside of his established rules to succor and maintain people is 
grotesque on its face. 

Providence may be either miraculous or it may come through 
natural process. When the children of Israel were in the wilder
ness, God fed the nation by miracle. He sent manna from heaven. 
This amazing diet cannot be explained by anything known in na
ture. Some attempt to explain manna by saying that the insect at
tracted to the tamarisk bush excreted it, but this substance does 
not fulfill biblical requirements. 

"What is it?" This question, asked by the astonished Israelites, 
led to the name manna being applied to the "small round sub
stance as fine as frost" (Ex. 16:14). Manna looked "like white co
riander seed." It tasted like "wafers made with honey" (Ex. 
16:31) or "pastry prepared with oil" (Num. 11:8). 

The manna appeared with the morning dew. The Hebrews 
were instructed to gather only what was needed for one day, be
cause any surplus would breed worms and spoil. On the sixth day, 
however, the Israelites were permitted to gather enough for two 

1Excerpted from The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, 
Third Edition © 1996 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 



days. They were forbidden to gather manna on the Sabbath. Mi
raculously, the two days' supply of food gathered on the sixth day 
did not spoil. 

Wilderness manna can only be explained as a supernatural 
provision of Jehovah. It was miraculous providence. Some speak 
of providence in contradistinction to miracle, but sometimes 
providence is miraculous. 

This was exceptional. The general rule is that God provides 
bread to sustain us by natural law. The laws of plowing, planting, 
reaping, grinding, and baking help produce the bread. God pro
vides life in the seed, fertile soil, rain, and sunshine. Still, the re
sulting bread is the providence of God. It is natural providence. 

Some attempt to explain providence as a half-breed thing that 
is neither miraculous nor natural. This idea of quasi-miracle is il
logical because it is an attempt to say that something is and is not 
at the same time. Any given act must be either miraculous or natu
ral, but it cannot, in the nature of the case, be both. It is either fish 
or fowl. It is either miraculous or it is non-miraculous. There is no 
such thing as a sort-of-miracle. 

God provides wisdom. We are told to pray for wisdom just as 
we are told to pray for daily bread Uames 1:5; Matt. 6:11). The 
fact that we pray for wisdom no more requires an inscrutable re
ception of that wisdom than the prayer for daily bread means that 
the bread must come inexplicably. 

Mystics demand that God-given wisdom must come in a 
strange, enigmatic manner. The Bible makes it plain as 
to how the wisdom comes. Paul wrote we "do not cease 

to pray and make request for you, that ye may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding" 
(Col. 1 :9). Paul asked God to fill these disciples with knowledge. 
How do you suppose that knowledge was to come? Paul was writ
ing to them words of instruction. Upon reading the words of Paul 
and thinking about what he said, these saints gained knowledge. 

There is a blessing in reading and meditating upon the words 
of God (Psa. 1:1-2). We are cautioned to make a diligent effort to 
know the sacred scripture and be able to cut it straight - to get it 
right (2 Tim. 2: 15). Deep knowledge and spiritual wisdom come 
from perseverance in painstaking effort. Paul connects knowledge 
with spiritual wisdom because they belong together. The wisdom 
accrues the same way the knowledge comes - through study and 
effort, through observation and experience. 

The apostle lists nine spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 
among them are the gifts of knowledge and wisdom. In the next 
chapter he explains that when the finished will of God came, these 
spiritual gifts would cease. He specifically says, "Whether there be 
knowledge, it shall be done away" (1 Cor. 13:8). Miraculously 
derived knowledge is done away because the Book is complete. 
That which is perfect has come, and the supernatural spiritual 
gifts by which that royal law was given were removed. Those who 
ask for extra-biblical understanding of revelation deprecate the 
Bible, and, by implication, deny its adequacy and sufficiency. 

In lh_,s .l.sue 

Ron Chandler 
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Who is wise and understanding among you? let 
him show by his good life his works in meekness 
of wisdom. But if ye have bitter jealousy and fac
tion in your heart, glory not and lie not against 
the truth. This wisdom is not wisdom that 
cometh down from above, but is earthly, sen
sual, devilish. For where jealousy and faction 
are, there is confusion and every vile deed. But 
the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without variance, with
out hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is 
sown in peace for them that make peace ijames 
3:13-18). 

The pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated 
wisdom that comes from above is full of mercy and 
good fruits, without variance and hypocrisy. This 
tells us something about what wisdom is - and gives 
a clue as to how it may be obtained. This is the wis
dom for which we are to pray. 

Solomon speaks of wisdom, instruction, and 
words of understanding (Prov. 1:2). He connects 
wisdom with instruction and understanding. Knowl
edge is not noticeable but wisdom mysterious. They 
go together -like horse and carriage. Prudence and 
discretion are a part of knowledge and wisdom 
(Prov. 1:4 ). Notice especially Proverbs 1:7 - "The 
fear of Jehovah is the beginning of knowledge; But 
the foolish despise wisdom and instruction." 

Wisdom is not the exclusive prerogative of the 
redeemed, but belongs to everyone (Prov. 1:20-21). 
"[T]he sons of this world are for their own genera
tion wiser than the sons of the light" (Luke 16:8). 
Wisdom "crieth in the chief place of concourse; At 
the entrance of the gates, In the city, she uttereth her 
words: How long, ye simple ones, will ye love sim
plicity? And scoffers delight them in scoffing, And 
fools hate knowledge? Turn you at my reproof: Be
hold, I will pour out my spirit upon you; I will make 
known my words unto you" (Prov. 1:21-23). · 

4 

But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell se
curely, And shall be quiet without fear of evil. 
My son, if thou wilt receive my words, And lay 
up my commandments with thee; So as to in
cline thine ear unto wisdom, And apply thy 
hean to understanding; Yea, if thou cry after dis
cernment, And lift up thy voice for understand
ing; If thou seek her as silver, And search for her 
as for hid treasures: Then shalt thou understand 
the fear of Jehovah, And find the knowledge of 
God. For Jehovah giveth wisdom; Out of his 
mouth (cometh) knowledge and understanding: 
~e la~eth up sound wisdom for the upright; He 
IS a sh1eld to them that walk in integrity; That he 
may guard the paths of justice, And preserve the 
way of his saints (Prov. 1:33-2:8). 

Au~t 1998 
Firm Foundation 

Wisdom comes from hearkening, receiving 
words, obeying commands, inclining the ear, crying 
after discernment, lifting up the voice for under
standing, seeking, searching, and finding - God 
gives wisdom to all. It is like sunshine and rain and 
belongs to everyone. 

Wisdom, like daily bread, is available to all. It is 
the property of those who fear God, keep his com
mandments, and pray, but it may also come to those 
who curse God to his face. Sunshine, rain, daily 
bread, and wisdom belong to those who diligently 
seek them. The secret is the diligent search. The 
more diligent the search, the more wisdom, and the 
less intense the examination the less the wisdom. 

The Bible teaches emphatically that God actively 
governs, upholds, and provides all things, both in 
the natural and spiritual realms. Of these two estates 
the spirit~al is of transcendent importance. To put 
the prem1um on earthly things is to make the mis
~ake of laboring for perishing meat while downgrad
Ing heavenly manna. Some stand this on its head and 
put the emphasis on inferior things. 

Here are two men. One is sick with a dread and 
fatal disease. He prays for physical healing. The 
other man is a child of God who has fallen into sin. 
He confesses, repents and asks for forgiveness. 
Which is of surpassing importance? 

The promise given through the inspired James is 
t~at if a sic~ pe~son calls for the elders to pray for 
htm, God will ra1se him up. That is not tentative but 
it is certain. "The prayer of faith shall save him' that 
is sick" ijames 5:14-15). The unequivocal commit
ment that the man will be cured of his sickness re
~uires the conclusion that James is talking about sin
Sickness and not physical malady. 

. There is no absolute assurance that a person suf
fenng from physical sickness will be made well as a 
result of prayer, but there is unmixed confidence 
that .the praye~ of the penitent, lead by the shepherds 
of h1s soul, wdl result in the healing of his sin-sick
ness. 

W~ ~re carnal when we stress the physical over 
the sp1ntual. Jesus said, "Work not for the food 
which perisheth, but for the food which abideth 
unto eternal li~e, which the Son of man shall give 
unto you: for htm the Father, even God, hath sealed" 
Oohn 6:27). Jesus rebukes a misplaced emphasis, but 
we are slow to learn. 

Only a fool would say that God does nothing 
w~en the sin-sic~ ~~n is cured as a result of prayer. 
It 1s unseen, but 1t 1s Invaluable and precious. It is an 



act in the mind of God, but it is still an act. God 
is doing something. It is a healing of the soul and 
is of transcendent importance. Do not deprecate it. 

Disobedient disciples are sick in their souls and, 
being separated from God because of sins, are spiri
tually dead. Paul wrote, "For this cause many among 
you are weak and sickly, and not a few sleep" (1 Cor. 
11:3 0). The apostle is not speaking of bodily ail
ments, but of sin and spiritual illness and death, 
which is far more hideous than the most dreaded 
physical disease. 

There is no fleshly bane to be dreaded as much 
as having God hide his face from your defiled soul. 
A pure, sweet, innocent, unspotted, healthy inner 
being is more vital than any consideration on this 
perishing earth. 

It is a mindless misconception to cast down and 
condemn as a deist, or post-deist (whatever that 
means), those who present God as working daily to 
manage the universe. He touches with a healing 
hand the penitent believer who from a smitten soul 
cries out for forgiveness. 

Jesus said, "My Father worketh even until now, 
and I work" Qohn 5: 17). God has been at work 
since he finished the creation. He sustains and sup
ports the universe. Jesus today upholds it all by the 
exercise of his will (He b. 1 :3). 

This work of upholding and fine-tuning the vast 
expanse of the heavens and the intricacies of earth is 
providence. Jesus makes reference to this work of 
God when he says that even on the seventh day of 
rest the heavenly Father continued to work. "My 
Father worketh even until now." A sleepless God, 
ever at work, caring, preparing in advance and ex
hibiting prudent management in providing for his 
creation is providence. The care, guardianship, and 
control exercised by deity correctly define provi
dence. 

It is redundant to speak of "providential care" or 
"providential help" - providence is care and help. 
It is a misconception to use "providential" in contra
distinction to "miracle," because in some situations 
providence comes by miracle, and in other situations 
it comes by natural law - it never comes by both at 

Schedule NOW for 1999. Please hurry! 

-"Singing with Grace''-
taught for 3 evenings (Sun. -Tues.) by 

Burt Jones 

~Learn to 
). Read music 
). Lead singing 
). Sight read easily 
). Increase enthusiasm 

for congregational singing 

)l "I have conducted approximately 900 singing schools throughout the brother-
hood. Brother Burt Jones does an outstanding job with his 'Singing with Grace' Burt Jones 
singing schools. He is the only man I know that does this on a full-time basis as Song leader, song writer for 40 years 
a mission work. He has both the experience and the credentials. Your congrega- B.S. Music Education 
lion would be well served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at your Gospel Preacher 
earliest convenience."- Ralph Casey, song leader, Georgia Instructor, West Virginia School of Preaching 

)l ·we had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to assist us in our congregational singing. We have asked him back to conduct both 
a singing school and gospel meeting. Excellentl" - Carl Garner, gospel preacher, Dripping Springs, Texas 

)l "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously been received throughout the brotherhood with much enthusiasm. I recom
mend this singing school very highly!" - Emanuel Daugherty, Director, West VIrginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, WV 

To schedule your singing school write 
P. 0. Box 985 • Moundsville, West VIrginia 26041 
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the same time, and may not in the very nature of 
things. HeavyStuH 

(continued from page 1) All healing is divine healing. In the first century 
some were healed miraculously to confirm and cer
tify the revealed Word. There are no such miracles 
today. We are healed today by knowledge, skill, ben
eficial substances provided in nature (medicine), and 
the recuperative powers of the human body, so 
"marvelously and fearfully made." Still, it is God's 
providence whether it came by miracle or comes by 
natural process. 

are weightier, not in the sense of being more impor
tant, but because they are harder to do. Tithing mus
tard seed? Why that's easy - anybody can do that. 
But practicing justice, mercy, and faith? That's an
other ball game. You can do it. It's not too much to 
ask, but it requires more effort. 

Give God the credit. He is working. He sup
ports, sustains, manages, and supervises the uni
verse. He watches over and preserv~s his Word and 
forgives the penitent, obedient believer. He trans
lates the saved from the kingdom of darkness into 
the kingdom of his dear son, and blesses all that 
serve him. 

Notice that Jesus didn't give the Pharisees per
mission to neglect tithing. He said, "These ye ought 
to have done, without leaving the other ul)done." Be 
just, merciful, and faithful, but don't leave the other 
commands, the easier ones, undone. 

Beware of those who say that some commands of 
God are less important and imply they can be safely 
ignored. James said, "For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is be
come guilty of all" ijames 2:10). 

"It's· here and there and everywhere; in all the 
paths I've trod, I've never gone beyond the sphere of 
the providence of God." P. 0. Box 690192 . 

Houston, TX 77069-0192 
11214 Golden Ray 
Cypress, TX 77429 
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Hill Country Lectures 
September 4·8, 1998 

''The Holy Spirit'' 
Friday, September 4 

7:00 p.m ••••••.••.•....... The Godhead: One or Three? ..................•.............••..••••••....••••••••..•.•.••••••• Perry Cotham 
8:00 p.m •••••.•••••.•••.•• The Holy Spirit: His Person, His Deity, His Mission ····················~····· Joseph D. Meador 

Sa~. September & 
1 0:00 a.m .......••...•.••.• Holy Spirit and Biblical Inspiration .............................................................. Ben Moseley 
11:00 a.m •.•.•••••...•..•.. Fruit of the Spirit .••.•...........................•..•.•........•............•............•........•.•.....•• John Moore 
12:00 p.m .•.•.....•.•.....• Lunch Break 
1 :30 p.m. . .•..•••••••.•.•• Ho'y Spirit and Tongues ...............•.•.•••••.•.....•.•••.•.•..•......••.••••...•••••••...••••••••• Jerry Moffitt 
2:30 p.m .••..•.••......... Baptism of the Holy Spirit: Is It for Today? ............................................ Terry Hightower 
6:30 p.m ••••••••••••.••••• Congregational Singing 
7:00 p.m ..••••.•...•.. ~ ••• Indwelling of the Holy Spirit: Representatively 

Through Word of God Alone .............................................................. Joseph D. Meador 
8.:00 p.m •••••••••••••••.•• Indwelling of the Holy Spirit: Literally and Personally ................................. Dub McClish 

Sundajr, .September 8 
1 0:00 a.m ....•..•••••••••.• How Was the Holy Spirit Transmitted In the Apostolic Age? •.••.•....••••.....• Perry Cotham 
11 :00 a.m. • ......•••....•.. Are Miraculous Gifts for Today? ................................................................ Perry Cotham 
12:00 p.m .................. Noon potluck meal provided by Uano congregation 
2:00 p.m ..•••••........... 11Direct Operation of the Holy Spirit Apart from the Word• Refuted ••....•••..• Dub McClish 
3:00p.m ••••••......•..... Open Forum, Question/Answer Panel ................................................ Cotham, McClish 
4:00 p.m .................. Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit ••....••.••••••••..••.............•.•.......•••••.•••.•.•.•••••••.••.•••• Don Walker 
5:00 p.m .................. Holy Spirit in Conversion ....••••••......•••.•...•...............••••.•..•..••••••.•......••..•.•....••... Guss Eoff 
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Limited RV hookups and housing with area Christians 

Llano Church of Christ 
402 W. Main • Uano, Texas 78643 • (915) 247-4426 
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Drug-Free Education 
By Bill Lockwood 

The Dallas Morning News (6-18-96) reports 
that the "Partnership for a Drug-Free Amer
ica" launched an advertising campaign it 

called "a pre-emptive strike" against heroin use 
among young Americans. 

One 30-second television spot depicts a blurred 
figure apparendy trapped under a frozen lake, trying 
to escape. A voice says: "Welcome to heroin. Enjoy 
your stay."' 

A spokeswoman commented that the ads are 
"not pretty. They are not nice. They are not polite. 
They are designed to disturb and upset people." 

Drug usage in America is increasing. While I ap
plaud efforts to keep persons from using alcohol, 
cigarettes, marijuana, and illegal drugs, the current 
practice of "drug education" is falling short. 

Even after massive doses of "Just say no" offered 
for years in the public schools, the latest surveys find 
that teenage drug use is on the rise. Even in the face 
of increased dangers - like the possibility of con
tracting AIDS - about the "hazards of drugs" has 
not curtailed illegal drug use. 

The Daily Oklahoman (Dec. 13, 1994) reported 
that marijuana use among eighth graders has more 
than doubled since 1991. "One million eight hun
dred thousand teenagers are said to have used nar
cotics last year - the vast majority marijuana." The 
Daily OklahomanJs most alarming finding was evi
dence that drug abuse was growing among students 
who had "not yet reached high school" (Dec. 13, 
1994). 

Donna Shalala of the Clinton administration 
noted that 64 percent of high school seniors said 
they had smoked a cigarette, up more than two per
centage points from 1994 (The Dallas Morning 
News, Dec. 14, 1995). 

· Several Oklahoma cities have banned drinking 
beer from city streets in efforts to reduce crime. Seri
ous crime fell by 18 percent in Stillwater, home to 
Oklahoma State UniversityJ during a ban from 1978 
to 1981. Police Chief Norman McNickle said, "75 
per cent of all crimes in Stillwater, from vandalism 
to murder, are committed by someone under the in
fluence" (The Daily Oklahoman, Jan. 18, 1993). 

Despite such clear evidence of the evils of drugs 

and alcohol, and heavy indoctrination of youngsters 
of the harmful physical effects, usage increases in 
America. 

The one essential ingredient of education, which 
is totally lacking in today's society is that drug usage 
is a sin against God. Galatians 5 lists as "works of 
the flesh" the following, "envying, drunkenness, 
revellings and such like, of which I forewarn you •.. 
that they who practice such things shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God." Drunkenness refers to "excess 
of wine" and "reveling" is a word "for drinking par
ties" (A T Robertson Word PicturesJ Vol. 4, p. 312). 

Allstate Insurance Company conducted tests 
showing that after two or three drinks of alcohol, 
the subjects were adversely affected. 

The Journal of American Medical Association re
vealed, "There is no minimum (blood-alcohol con
centration) which can be set at which there will be 
absolutely no effect." 

Alcohol use for recreation is a sin. 
The evil effects of marijuana use have been so 

well documented, even ranging into mental deterio
ration and delusional thinking years after one ceases 
to smoke it, that to question its condemnation is 
sheer ignorance. 

Wisdom dictates abstinence from recreational 
drugs. 2706 East Travis 

Marshall, TX 75670 

Memphis School 
of Preachin1 

• Two-year program 

• Rfty-four courses .l 
11 2,760 clock hours 
• No tuiUon 
11 Qualified faculty 
• Umlted scholarships 
• Strong Bible emphasis • · · 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being acce1 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 

Fp 

3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd. • Memphis, Tennessee 38125-2560 
School (901) 751-2242 

Bookstore (901) 751-9964 • Fax (901) 751·8058 
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Luther Would Roll Over 
By Kerry Duke 

The loudest ery in present religion is for unity. 
The ecumenical movement has made massive 
strides, bringing with it appeals for peace and 

tolerance. The walls of doctrinal exclusivity, its pro
moters argue, must come down. One of the targeted 
walls is the barrier between Protestants and Catho
lics erected over four centuries ago by Reformation 
leaders Martin Luther and John Calvin. Now repre
sentatives from both groups are calling for a truce. 
They are urging Protestants and Catholics to lay 
aside their differences and unite as brothers and sis
ters. The usual avenues are being used (articles, 
books, forums, seminaries), and the campaign is 
growing in size and intensity. 

A recent document written and signed by promi
nent Protestant and Catholic leaders reveals the level 
of toleration encouraged by this movement. "The 
Gift of Salvation" is a result of a meeting of these 
leaders in New York City, Oct. 7, 1997. It was 
printed in the Dec. 7, 1997 issue of Christianity To
day along with the names of those who signed it. As 
to the obvious and serious differences between Prot
estants and Catholics, the document states: 

We must not allow our witness as Christians to 
be compromised by half-hearted discipleship or 
needlessly divisive disputes. While we rejoice in 
the unity we have discovered and are confident 
of the fundamental truths about the gift of salva
tion we have affirmed, we recognized that there 
are necessarily interrelated questions that re
quire further and urgent exploration. Among 
such questions are these: the meaning of baptis
mal regeneration, the Eucharist, and sacramen
tal grace; the historic uses of the language of jus
tification as it relates to imputed and transfor
mative righteousness; the normative status of 
justification in relation to all Christian doctrine; 
the assertation that while justification is by faith 
alone, the faith that receives salvation is never 
alone; diverse understandings of merit, reward, 
purgatory, and indulgences; Marian devotion 
and the assistance of the saints in the life of sal
vation; and the possibility of salvation for those 
who have not been evangelized. 

The incredible hypocrisy of this document is re
vealed in what follows this list of "needlessly divisive 
disputes., The writers cite 1 Corinthians 1: 10 and 
then claim to "seek no unity other than unity in the 
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truth" because "only unity in the truth can be pleasing 
to the Lord., The names of these princes of "peace" 
are listed at the end of the document. Eighteen are 
listed as Protestant; 15 are listed as Catholic. Some 
members of the church would recognize a few names; 
most members of the church would recognize one in 
particular. He is listed as "The Rev. Max Lucado (Oak 
Hills Church of Christ, San Antonio, Texas).~ 

Is there any question now about Lucado? There 
never should have been. Once one starts down the 
ecumenical path, he is bound to end up where 
Lucado is. Eventually, if he is consistent with the 
spirit of compromise inherent in this movement, he 
will draft similar documents with Jews, Muslims, 
and Hindus. And what about brethren who fellow
ship Lucado, recommending and defending him be
fore the brotherhood? They need to repent the same 
as he. These brethren, just like those who signed this 
unity document, refuse to listen to Romans 16:17,2 
John 9-11, and Jude 3. 

Martin Luther would "roll over in his grave" if he 
saw this feigned attempt at unity; Calvin and Wesley 
would follow. If Campbell, Stone, Goodpasture, and 
Woods saw a gospel preacher's name attached to such 
a document, they would be similarly astonished. But 
more important is how God views this fiasco. Two 
passages in particular are appropriate: 

"They have seduced my people, saying, Peace; 
and there was no peace" (Eze. 13: 1 0). 

"And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say?" (Luke 6:46). P.O. Box 865 

Cookeville, 1N 38503-0865 

SP£AKIN6 AS THE ORACL£SOF60D 
LECTURESHIP BOOK 

"Far liad Sa Laved lha Warld" 
A book of full-sentence sermon outlines 

Robert R.Taylor Jr., H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Curtis Cates, 
Joseph D. Meador, Richard Melson, Bill Lockwood, 

Gary Colley, Joe Gilmore, Glenn Colley, Wayne Coats, 
Glenn Hitchcock, Garland Elkins 

$4.75 Includes shipping and handling 

~ 

Eastside Church of Christ • 2141 Kingston • Muakogee, OK 74403 
(918~82-6382 • aeastlde@lamerlca.net 



(In his letter of transmittal brother Ficklen says that the church in Suffolk, Va., is knocking doors, arranging 
Bible studies, and preaching the truth over the radio. He also says that he is a machinist at the Newport News 
Shipbuilding Company, and a member of the Lord,s church for 10 years. He leads singing, and teaches both 
publicly and privately. We appreciate his good example. Men like Andrew C. Fielden contribute mightily to the 
salvation of the church. A relatively new convert can teach some old-heads a thing or two.) 

Our Commission 
By Andrew C. Ficklen 

Our loving savior came to earth to teach us 
God's plan. He left his disciples with this 
great commission: "Go ye therefore and 

teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, 
even to the end of the world" (Matt. 28:19-20). 

Today, as we identify with Christ's own church 
through obedience to God's divine Word, it is neces
sary that we carry out our Lord's commission. We 
must make manifest, in the work of the church, win
ning souls for Christ. Evangelism is as much an iden
tifying mark of the Lord's church as baptism, con
gregational singing, and taking the Lord's Supper. 

In this time of religious confusion it is most im
portant that we boldly teach saving truth. Being 
aware of this untoward world is not enough. We 
must use the wisdom that we have learned from the 
Bible to influence others around us. 

Think of the positive effect it would have if more 
of our brethren talked openly and passionately about 
the gospel of Christ. "Preach the word; be urgent in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
alllongsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Over the past several years our brotherhood has 
become more active in overseas missions. This work 
of taking the gospel to the world is inspiring. We 
have been blessed to have workers willing to travel 
abroad and people willing to support these efforts. 
But often in sending·missionaries to the field we feel 
we are "doing our part" for evangelism. Actually, we 
are only doing part of the work. We must work with 
the people around us, teaching them saving truth. 

We can all be involved in evangelism. There are 
many ways to teach the gospel. It can be as simple as 
mentioning the importance of salvation to a close 
friend. There are many fine study materials available 
including videotapes and correspondence courses. 

If you don't feel you are ready to conduct a 
study yourself, go on one with a friend. "Sanctify in. 
your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready always to 
give answer to every man that asketh you a reason 
concerning the hope that is in you, yet with meek
ness and fear" (1 Pet. 3: 15). 

Door-to-door campaigning is an excellent and 
exciting way to evangelize. It can be done by one or 
two, or as a congregational activity. This is a ·won
derful way to build fellowship in the churches. 

Those who cannot get around can make phone 
calls and be an encouragement to this work. It is al
ways strengthening to know that people are glad to 
hear of the church that God established in the name 
of his son Jesus Christ (Col. 1:18). 

As we grow stronger in Christ and continue to 
restore the church of our Lord, let us not forget the 
Lord's direction to those that are around us. 

"They therefore that were scattered abroad, 
went about preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). 

While partiCipation in all religious groups is fail
ing, the Lord's causes will continue to prosper. We 
must all be willing to take a pro-active part in seek
ing and assisting in saving the lost. This is an impor
tant part of obedience to our Lord's commands. 

5537 Weatherby Way 
Suffolk, VA 23435 

Firm Foundation 
back issues 

$2.50each 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) 

jprophet@ republic. net 
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Deconstrudion 
of the Churches of Christ 

By J. E. Choate 

There is a "Derridean-like" conspiracy under 
way to deconstruct the New Testament 
church of Christ and to reconstruct a 

postmodern "Church of Christ" denomination. This 
has been the number one obsession of "change 
agents" since the 1960s. RichardT. Hughes argues 
in Reviving the Ancient Faith in elaborate detail that 
churches of Christ form a denomination that 
emerged from a exclusivistic Restoration sect early 
in the 19th century. 

Dr. Hughes has produced an encyclopedic hand
book of Restoration history filled with disjointed 
facts, propaganda, and nonsense. Hughes has con
structed a complex, scholarly [?] panoply of facts, 
and endnotes with which he would document that 
the churches of Christ, Independent Christian 
Church, and Disciples of Christ form three separate 
equally related Restoration churches. 

Whoever would write off the Hughes' book as a 
hodgepodge of information, misinformation, and 
disinformation has not read between the lines. Its 
sublimated thesis is clearly stated that both the tradi
tional churches of Christ and the postmodern 
Church of Christ do form a postmodern denomina
tion less than 50 years old. 

Why is Dr. Hughes so inordinately driven to tear 
down and disembowel the traditional churches of 
Christ? The obvious reason is that Dr. Hughes is 
seemingly controlled by an over weaning ambition to 
be recognized as a major scholar-historian of the Res
toration Movement on the postmodern scene. (I have 
never been comfortable with the reputation which the 
Library of Congress, Time, and the New York Times 
Book Review section magazine have given me as a 
writer. But who am I to argue contrariwise?) 

The frrst major thesis of Reviving the Ancient 
Faith is dependent on the validity of the contentious 
thesis of his book that the apocalyptic teachings of 
Barton W. Stone and Alexander Campbell form the 
core dogma of the three Restoration denominations. 
This apocalyptic fabrication is the "Achilles' foot" 

10 ~~~s;ound!:!! 

stuck in Dr. Hughes' craw. 
The Roman Catholic Church has banned the 

teaching of any form of chiliasm (millennium) as 
church dogma since the 4th century A.D. Why 
would Dr. Hughes saddle this piece of fiction on 
churches of Christ? He is the only Restoration 
church historian, living or dead, who has ever ar
gued this novel piece of abstraction. 

I put the question to a group of Restoration 
scholars and historians during the fifth annual 
Kilpatrick Historian Seminar (April 24-25, 1998) 
sponsored by the Disciples of Christ Historical Soci
ety in Nashville. This was without reference either 
to Dr. Hughes, his book, or Lipscomb lectures. This 
"millennia!" contentious thesis was dismissed out of 
hand as having neither merit nor factual basis in Res
toration history. 

The second major thesis of the Hughes book 
leaves nothing for the imagination. He argues that 
the churches of Christ are not patterned after the 
New Testament church. This goes right in the face of. 
what Alexander Campbell, David Lipscomb, et al, 
believed. 

Hughes tells us how it all happened in two clear 
unambiguous statements. The first one reads: 
"Churches of Christ began as a sect in the early nine
teenth century, and evolved into a denomination 
during the course of the twentieth century." 

This writer considers the Hughes thesis to be the 
ultimate denigration of the life and work of David 
Lipscomb, the Gospel Advocate and the Nashville 
Bible School. Lipscomb taught that the churches of 
Christ are patterned after the apostolic church. 
What say you, Richard Hughes and Michael Moss? 
Both of you in publications do not accept "pattern 
theology." 

Hughes ftlled 448 pages of print in Reviving the 
Ancient Faith to prove that the churches evolved 
from a narrow, exclusivistic early 19th century Res
toration sect to a full fledged postmodern denomina
tion by the 1940s. His second statement reads: "My 



treatment of the story in the twentieth century fo
cuses on the evolution of the Churches of Christ 
from sect to denomination." 

Hughes set up his "jerry-built" version of the 
postmodern "Church of Christ" denomination dur
ing the 1998 Forest R Reed Lectures hosted by Lip
scomb University on September 26-27. The occasion 
was one of the major events celebrating the inaugu
ration of Steve Flatt as the 16th president of Lip
scomb University. What Dr. Hughes said in the Reed 
Lectures stands as a calculated repudiation of the 
work of David Lipscomb and a hundred years of 
Lipscomb tradition. 

This pseudo-Restoration scholar, who sits on his 
lofty perch above Malibu Canyon, spoke these 
words during the Reed Lectures on the very ground 
owned and hallowed by the feet of David Lipscomb. 
Read his words and weep for Jerusalem: 

In the early nineteenth century, it made a great 
deal of sense to claim that we were not a de
nomination, for in a very literal and realistic 
sense, .we simply were not. We were a movement 
[italics added], designed to bring all Christians 
into a common orbit around the principals of 
the first Christian age. 

Then Dr. Hughes gave his reasons why and how 
he says that the churches of Christ/Church of Christ 
evolved into a postmodern denomination. And this 
was said on the Lipscomb campus without a single 
dissenting voice from Lipscomb notables who were 
present: 

In time, however, we ceased to be a movement 
and became a particular organization [ denomi-
. nation]. We had 'our' churches and 'our' papers, 
'our lectureships' and 'our' preachers, 'our' col
leges· 'our.' people. Clearly, we no longer com
posed a loosely constructed movement. Instead, 
we had become a well-defined religious organi
zation [denomination] along side other religious 
organizations •••• 

Not one single Restoration historian from W.T. 
Moore,s Comprehensive History of the Disciples of 
Christ (1909) to Earl West's contemporary volume, 
The Search for the Ancient Order, even remotely sug
gests that the Restoration churches are rooted in the 
apocalyptic millennia! musings of Stone and Camp
bell. 

Stone indeed reflected in the Christian Messenger 
in 1842 and 1843 of his thinking on biblical apoca
lyptic passages, but not as a dogmatic system to be 
imposed on the churches. Both Campbells in like 
manner also expressed themselves on Revelation 20, 
but never as dogma. 

This writer ran the index for each mention of the 
millennial views contained in the Millennia/ Harbin
ger, Christian Standard, and Christian-Evangelist, 
and found not one writer who supported the conten
tions of Dr. Hughes. In the April24, 1937, issue of 
the Christian Standard, there are these words of cau
tion - "Let us all be on our guard against excessive 
emphasis of the difference between 'premillennial
ism' and 'postmillennialism.' We are neither .•.• " 

In the October 6, 1932, issue of the liberal 
Christian Evangelist which agreed with the conserva
tive Christian Standard, this was written: "There 
never was a time in their history when [the Christian 
Church] made their opinions upon the subject an ar
ticle of faith .... Any attempt to erect one's private 
views into a dogma would violate the whole spirit of 
our movement." 

Edwin Harrell and Earl West Shoot Down 
the Hughes Thesis 

Edwin Harrell Jr., a contemporary notable Restora
tion historian along with Earl West, totally reject out 
of hand this Stone-Campbell apocalyptic myth manu
factured by Dr. Hughes. Dr. Harrell writes in mea
sured words his rejection of this piece of Hughes' 
apocalyptic nonsense in his 1996 Restoration Quar
terly article: "I still marvel that Richard could be so 
wrong about so many details. But more to my conster
nation, his book makes me wonder how I could have 
been so wrong about so many details." 

At least Dr. Hughes can take comfort in the 
fact that Reviving the Ancient Faith is recommended 
by the editorial staff of the Gospel Advocate, Chris
tian Chronicle, and the leading avant-garde change 
agents. Larry James has a most favorable review of 
the Hughes book in an issue of Wineskins. 

Earl West with his customary graciousness sees 
through this shoddy piece of pseudo-scholarly chica
nery of Dr. Hughes. Dr. West broke his silence on 
the Hughes story during his 1998 FHU lecture titled 
"The Abuse of the Restoration." Earl West fully un
derstands the Hughes strategy would wreck the 
churches of Christ by tearing down the belief that 
the churches of Christ are patterned after the New 
Testament church: 

Conley, Dobbs, MoffiH • Catholic Debate Tapes 
$44.95 ·VIdeo set 

Pries Includes shipping. 
Firm Foundation 

R 0. Box 210876 • Bedford, Texas 76905-7876 
1-BOG-572-3619 
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Richard Hughes' Reviving the Ancient Faith 
traces the battle lines between the forces of primi
tive Christianity and those of cultural moderniza
tion until at the end of this century the restora
tion of New Testament Christianity will have 
died and a full-fledged denomination resurrected 
to take its place .... The trail has taken two centu
ries to traverse, but the end is clearly in sight
the Church of Christ is now a fully developed de
nomination according to this author (my italics). 

Dr. West understands the shoddy logic of Dr. 
Hughes' "sect to denomination" invention and apoc
alyptic myth with this statement: "Many, if not most, 
modern Christians will find this summation of her his
tory fanciful and distressing., 

Dr. West chides Dr. Hughes for his repeated use 
of the "Stone-Lipscomb tradition" phraseology. Earl 
West says of this concocted piece of fiction of 

Come study with us ... 
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Lakeland, Florida 33803 
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Special 30th Anniversary Edition 

Hughes "that it never really existed except as the au
thor wished to see it exist." 

Postscript 
In Stephen F. Flatt's inauguration address, he spoke 
of his hopes and dreams for the future of Lipscomb 
University. "I want to covenant with you - the Lip
scomb family - about the university's future . I have 
carefully and consciously chosen the word cov
enant." Would Dr. Flatt tell us how the Hughes 
scheme of things fits in with his covenant made with 
Lipscomb patrons in his bid for credibility. Does Dr. 
Flatt not see that our postmodern liberal brethren 
have rushed past Jerusalem towards Babylon with 
the tower of Babel already in sight? 

37141h Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 7N 37215 
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You may order or reserve the following lectureship books: 
• What Does It Mean To Be A Christian Like Paul? 

(Save $2.00 by reserving your copy at prepublication price of ............................ .. $13.00 
plus $2.25 p/h or pick up at Lectureship end seve.) 

• Meeting The Challenging Tests Of Life (1998) .................................................. $14.00 
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The Joy Before Him 
By Danny Bennett 

Paul, in Hebrews 12:2, presents a remarkable 
insight into the "joy" set before Christ on the 
cross. 

Through the use of one word joy (charas) Paul 
reveals why Christ endured the cross. 

This is the grand theme of the Bible- God's plan 
of redemption sealed through the unselfish love of 
Jesus for the church of Christ, and all mankind. 

Unfortunately, this verse, with its abundance of 
information, is often misinterpreted and "joy" is im
properly defined. 

Hebrews 12:2 says, "Looking unto Jesus the au
thor and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God." 

This verse is like "a merchant seeking goodly 
pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had and bought it" 
(Matt. 13:45-46). 

The Joy Was Not the Old Law 
God foretold the old law would be abolished: 

For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord, That I wi ll make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with 
the house of Judah; Not according to the cov
enant that I made with their fathers In the day 
that I took them by the hand to lead them forth 
out of the land of Egypt; For they continued not 
in my covenant, And I regarded them not, saith 
the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel After those days, 
saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their 
mind, And on their heart also will I write them: 
And I will be to them a God, And they shall be 
to me a people: And they shall not teach every 
man his fellow-citizen, And every man his 
brother, saying, Know the Lord: For all sha ll 
know me, From the least to the greatest of them. 
For I will be merciful to their iniquities, And 
their sins will I remember no more. In that he 
saith, A new (covenant) he hath made the first 
old. But that which is becoming old and waxeth 

Bible lnfonet 
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aged is nigh unto vanishing away (Heb. 8:8-12, 
quoted from Jer. 31 :3 1-34). 

Paul says Christ "abolished in his flesh the en
mity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances" (Col. 2:14-16). 

Jesus Came to Save the Lost 
Jesus explains, "For the son of man is come to save 
that which was lost" (Matt. 18 :11). 

Christ Died for the Church 
In Acts 20:28, Paul, speaking to the Ephesians el
ders, says that Christ died for the church which "he 
purchased with his own blood." 
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Preach the Word 
By Mark K. Lewis 

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth (Rom. 1:16). 

For after that in the wisdom of God the world 
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching (the message preached) 
to save them that believe (1 Cor. 1:21). 

If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God (1 Pet. 4:11). 

To the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because their is 
no light in them (Heb 13:17). 

The time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching 
ears, and they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables (2 Tim. 
4:3-4). 

The obvious import of the above scriptures is the 
necessity of the gospel. preacher proclaiming the 
Word of God. 

"Ye shall know the truth," Jesus said, "and the 
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truth shall make you free" Oohn 8:32). This would 
seem to be, for God's people, a self-evident proposi
tion. What else is a gospel preacher supposed to 
preach but the gospel? 

What kind of mindset would a man have who, 
claiming to be a gospel preacher, fills his lessons, 
classes, writings with the words of men and not the 
Word of Almighty God? 

Most of our readers would not suspect a gospel 
preacher would preach something other than the 
Bible. It would not occur to the normal reader that a 
faithful follower of Jesus would preach· something 
other than the message the Savior wanted. 

I genuinely hate to be the bearer of bad news, 
but the number of "gospel preachers" to whom the 
Bible is a "strange thing" (Hos. 8:1-2) is legion, and 
their number is swelling. 

The occasion for this article is a bulletin I receive 
weekly. I have scanned this bulletin since last Octo
ber (1997). 

The preacher, who writes an article every week 
for the bulletin, rarely has a scripture in his writings. 
They are vapid, weak, and useless. I used to just 
trash them, but, with this current article in mind, I 
started keeping those bulletins the first of this year. 

Here are some statistics: Of the first four bulle
tins I retained, not one had a scripture. Of the last 
11 bulletins, there has been no quotation of scrip
ture. Of the 19 bulletins that I have saved, as of this 
writing, in only four of them did the man quote or 
refer to a scripture. 

Beloved, there are only two options when a man 
teaches: 1) He can teach the words of God or 2) he 
can teach the words of man. When, in nineteen ar
ticles, a man refers to the Bible in only four of them, 
does one concluded that he is preaching the words 
of God or the words of man? If his bulletin articles 
are like this, what are his sermons like? 

I am trying to make a point. Gospel preachers 
are to preach the gospel - telling men of the 
soul-saving truth of Jesus Christ, calling people back 
to righteous living. 

There is nothing - nothing - that our society 
needs more than to have the Bible convincingly ap-



plied where it will do the most good. 
The idea that a man would call himself a minis

ter of God, and yet shy away from telling people the 
message of God is a farce, a gross abuse - a travesty. 

The job of the gospel preacher - the herald of 
God- is not to entertain, nor to make people laugh, 
or to make them feel good about themselves. The 
preacher is to "preach the Word," and shame on any 
man who would waste people's time with any other 
message than a forthright "Thus saith the Lord." 

Hear the Lord: to Isaiah: "Cry aloud, spare not, 
lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people 
their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their sins" 
(Isa. 58:1). 

To Jeremiah: «Stand in the court of the Lord's 
house, and speak unto all the cities of Judah ... all the 
words that I command thee to speak unto them; di
minish not a word" Ger. 26:2). 

To Ezekiel: rrson of man, I have made thee a 
watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. 
When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and 
thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the 
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wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will 
I require at thine hand" (Eze. 3:17-18). 

Haggai, nearly 30 times in 38 verses, says, "Thus 
saith the Lord," or some such indication that his 
message came from God. 

Preachers have one mission from God, and that 
is to preach his Word. If you want to start pleasing 
men, you can forget about being a servant of God 
(Gal. 1:10). Why won't they preach the Word? I 
don't know, believe me, for the life of me I cannot 
figure out why a man who claims to love God will 
waste anyone's time with anything other than a 
"thus saith the Lord." 

They are out there in droves, and we need to be 
on guard against them. It's not enough for a man to 
be nice, pious, funny, educated, sophisticated, 
well-read, and a good communicator. If he doesn't 
preach the Word he is a disgrace to God and the 
church, and has no business in the pulpit of a church 
of God. 
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With Spirit and Understanding 
By Earl Trimble 

What is it then? I will pray with the. spirit, 
and I will pray with the understanding 
also: I will sing with the spirit and I will 

sing with the understanding also,, (1 Cor. 14:15). 
Paul's teaching in the fourteenth chapter of First 

Corinthians centered on the communication (See 1 
Cor. 14:9, 16, 19). He repeatedly emphasized the 
need to communicate in a manner that would edify 
the church (vv. 5, 12, 17) and a way that would in
form unbelievers (vv. 22-25). Paul was dealing with a 
problem involving their use of· the gift of tongues 
(miraculous ability to speak in foreign languages, v. 
21). 

The apostle spoke of greater benefit resulting 
from the gift of prophecy than from the gift of 
tongues (vv. 1, 3, 5, 9, 19). Apparently the Corin
thians preferred the tongues gift, possibly because 
their speaking in foreign languages was more 
"showy" and reflected their desire for self-glory. The 
apostles thought it necessary to regulate their use of 
it (vv. 27-28). 

Unless the information given in foreign tongues 
were interpreted in the assemblies, the church would 
receive no edification (v. 5). He illustrates the neces
sity for understandable speech by saying that unless a 
pipe, or harp, or trumpet, gives discernment in the 
sounds, "how shall it be known what is piped or 
harped?" (v. 7). Also, "if the trumpet give an uncertain 
voice, who shall prepare himself for war?" (v. 8). 

Notice Paul's application: "So also ye, unless ye 
utter by the tongue speech easy to be understood, 
how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye will be 
speaking into the air" (v. 9). 

Some versions translate Paul's meaning in the 
verse incorrectly (example, the NIV), "So what shall 
I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray 
with my mind; I will sing with my spirit but I will 
also sing with my mind." Spirit and mind convey the 
same meaning (the inner man) and would have Paul 
being redundant. 

Occasionally, in public prayer, brethren express 
the same concept regarding our singing - that we 
sing with our spirits (sincerely) and that we under
stand the words we sing. However the meaning that 

16 ~~~ound!~!! 

the context places upon Paul's expres~ion, "my un
derstanding is u~fru~tful," is that the hearers are not 
able to understand the words prayed by Paul in a for
eign t()ngue (v. 14). 

Paul told the Corinthi~ns to both pray and sing 
with the spirit (that is, with t~e Spirit in~piring the 
prayers and songs). Also they were to pray and sing 
with the understanding (using languages that others 
understood). This command is not applicable to us 
in the primary sense because the Holy Spirit does 
not directly and miraculously reveal our prayers and 
songs. We are to pray and sing with the spirit in the 
secondary sense that our prayers and songs must be 
worded with, or according to, the Spirit's recorded 
teaching - the Bible. 

Paul's injunction to pray and sing "wi~h the un
derstanding also" is applicable to us today. The im
plication is that public prayers must be spoken loud 
enough, and clearly, in words everyone will under
stand. Too, the implication is that everyone must 
speak out in the singing. clearly enough so we are 
"speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs" (Eph. 5:19), and that we are teach
ing and admonishing one another with the songs 
(Col. 3:16). 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

A lesson from Noah 
By Ullas Nair 

(UIIas Nair is a Major in the army of the Singapore Republic assigned to Australia. He is a member of the 
church in Jurong, Singapore who we have known since 1987. He sends all the best to the Firm Foundation staff 
and to the brethren in the United States. His essay should encourage the faithful. We are glad to bring you word 
from this faithful servant of Christ.) 

The Bible states in Genesis 6:5 that "the Lord 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth and that every intent of the 

thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And 
the Lord was sorry that he had made man on the 
earth and he grieved in his heart." 

The Lord resolved to destroy man and beast, 
creeping things and birds of the air for "I am sorry 
that I had made them." 

One man and his family found grace with God. 
In Genesis 6:3, the Bible tells us that it would be 120 
years before God would bring a flood that would 
wipe out humanity. 

1 Peter 3:20-21 states that God waited in the 
days of Noah while the ark was being prepared. 
Noah was that man who with his family would be 
saved from the devastation of the flood. 

Noah was directed to build an ark for his salva
tion and the salvation of his household - 8 souls in 
total. Noah was given instructions about taking with 
him the animals. 

Noah was 600 years old when the flood came. 
This universal flood covered even the highest moun
tains, then it subsided for Noah to disembark in the 
mountain of Ararat. 

Noah sent a raven, then a dove, and, finally, left 
the ark. He offered sacrifices to God. God set the 
rainbow as a sign that there would never be another 
universal flood. 

Genesis 9:29 says Noah lived 350 years after the 
flood. Noah and his family were to multiply and fill 
the earth thereafter. After the flood, man's life span 
decreased dramatically. 

This article is intended not to go into the details 
of the flood or its evidences, but to derive some ap
plications for us today. The testimony of the Flood 
has been preserved not only in rocks and fossils, but 

also in the history and traditions of 
the entire human race. Practically 
every nation has a flood story -
many of them amazingly similar to 
the biblical account, even in such 
details as sending of the raven and 
dove, and the offering of sacrifices. 
Whether Hindu or Chinese or Na-
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rive American there is a tradition of Rod Rutherford 

a worldwide flood. 
Some researchers say the ark was 43 7 feet long, 

72 feet wide, 43 feet high, and close to 1.4 million 
cubit feet- a massive structure. 

Consider our situation - if the Good Lord was 
looking down on us today as he did in Noah's time, 
what would his opinion be, and how would he con
clude? Divorce for any reason, homosexuality glo
ried, conflicts in almost all the continents based on 
pride, race and religion, surrogate mothers, the 
breakdown of the family, AIDS, abortion, euthana
sia. What must God think of us? 

Billions refuse to acknowledge God, hundreds of 
Christian denominations, the New Agers - the list 
goes on. Another judgment day is surely coming, this 
time it is not the flood but the ultimate end of all the 
earth. 

When we consider Noah, we realize that in the 
midst of the impurities of his time, he found favor 
with God. This is a wonderful lesson for us. The 
faithful are a tiny speck, yet make all the difference 
to God. 

We take courage that God does care for his dedi
cated and faithful few amongst the billions. We make 
a difference to God. Let us not lose hope. 

Noah was saved because he was a just man -
perfect and blameless. Noah walked with God. 
Noah was a preacher of righteousness (2. Pet. 2:5) -
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a man of integrity and faith. 
The Bible does not say he was a popular man. 

We ask ourselves is it possible today in this techno
logically advancing world with all its new ideas and 
innovations for the Christian to remain blameless 
before God, and keep his faith? The answer is abso
lutely yes - if we cling to the old ways - "the faith 
once and for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). 

Noah was righteous because he kept the com
mands of God. He was obedient to God. 

Before the flood we deduce he preached, even as 
he constructed the ark, for 120 years. In 1 Peter 
3:20, God waited for men to repent in the days that 
the ark was being prepared. Noah was patient. He 
waited for the flood to come - waited upon God's 
Word. 

The flood was so awesome we cannot fathom its 
magnitude. In all probability there had never been a 
flood before this one, maybe not even rain. 

The word Noah means "rest," but he was not a 
man of rest. He and his family got about doing 
God's work immediately. It took them a long time to 
build the ark. 

This man of rest took God's Word seriously. He 
did not question the wisdom of God. 

Noah constructed the ark as God commanded. 
He used only gopher wood, showing us the principle 
of inclusion and exclusion. He did not argue or ne
gotiate with God. God said it, and it was settled. 

The people around him may have ridiculed 
Noah. An ark so big could hardly be kept a secret. It 
was hard work living by faith, but great was the re
ward. 

Genesis 6:22 says that "Noah did according to 
all that God commanded him." Today, sadly, we 
have those who do what feels good and discard what 
they don't like. 

The providence of God aided Noah in his task of 
completing the ark. It was a huge structure- the 
Titanic of its time. It had no sails and no rudder. 
Noah had no charts, and no compass. God was steer
ing it. 

Noah ruled his family well. It is a joy for us to 
know that his wife, 3 sons and 3 daughters-in-law 
were saved. They were obedient to the head of the 
household, the Patriarch. None was lost. 

Are our children obedient to the Lord? What a 
tragedy if Noah was to enter the ark alone without 
his family. Let us be diligent to bring our children up 
in the Lord and train them well. 

The church is to reach out and evangelize. It 
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seems such a difficult task - just like constructing 
the ark- but like Noah we can persevere. 

We must not be too busy to see the work that 
needs to be done - and do it! 

Hebrews 11:7 tells us that Noah was a man of 
faith. He believed the words of God. We are warned 
about "flaming fire taking vengeance on those who 
do not know God and those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 1:8). 

Many mock God in disobedience. A judgment is 
coming. "And it is appointed for men to die once and 
after that the judgment" (Heb. 9:27). 

The question we need to ask is, "Was Noah 
saved before the ark was built because he was righ
teous or was he saved after he built the ark and 
sailed in it?" 

Did he wait to see if God would save him from 
the flood and then build the ark because he was 
saved? 

Noah constructed the ark as commanded, or he 
would not have a saving faith. Faith without obedi
ent works is dead (See James 2:26). Noah's righ
teousness compelled him to obey God - otherwise 
he would be unrighteous. 

The religious world today continues to hold that 
they do not have to fulfill all the commandments of 
God. They have still not learned the lessons from 
Noah. Today we are constantly told, "Believe only 
and you will be saved." Mark 16:16 says, "He that 
believed and is baptized shall be saved." Fortunately 
Noah was not a faith-only man, but he acted and 
built the ark. 

The Bible epic about Noah would not be com
plete if we do not read Genesis 9. Noah was not per
fect; he had his failings too. In Genesis 9:20-21 it is 
written that he became a farmer, planted a vineyard, 
drank himself to a drunken stupor and shamefully 
exposed himself. He placed a curse on Canaan, the 
son of Ham, who had seen Noah's nakedness and 
sin. He punished one of the persons who had sur
vived the flood. In our daily living we too can 
stumble because of ambitions, love of money, de
sires, pride, etc., but we need to pick ourselves up, 
face God and seek his forgiveness. 
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Guidelines 
for EHedive Communication • 1 

By Jess Hall Jr. 

The elocution movement of the nineteenth 
century had rigid rules for delivery. It taught 
that there was but one way to stand, gesture, 

and sound. A public speaker that did not know the 
rules failed miserably. 

Today's standard is natural delivery - the suc
cessful speaker sounds like himself when addressing 
a subject in which he is deeply interested. Remem
bering Phillips Brooks definition of preacher -
God's truth presented through personality - and 
applying it to delivery, the congregation expects the 
sermon to contain truth expressed through the 
preacher's personality in a manner that reflects the 
gravity of the message. 

This means that the first rule of preaching style is 
for the preacher to be himself. Imitation of the style 
of other preachers, even great preachers, may be the 
sincerest form of flattery, but it is also the surest for
mula for failure. Learning from the past is admi
rable; leaning on the past is inappropriate. 

What is natural delivery? Natural delivery is 
sometimes called conversational style. It does not 
mean that the sermon is delivered as if the preacher 
were in one-on-one conversation. Even in casual 
conversation, the speaker's fervor increases in rela
tion to the number of persons addressed and the in
tensity that the speaker brings to the subject. Since 
the sermon relates to the eternal, sincerity and inten
sity should not be a problem. 

How is conversational style achieved? Listen! 
Listen to others. Listen to yourself. When you speak 
one-on-one, you use gestures but you don't think 
about them. They happen naturally. When you speak 
one-on-one, your voice rises and falls naturally with 
the topic and the emphasis that the topic justifies. 
You don't think, I should get louder here and softer 
there. It just happens. The same should be true of 
preaching. Proper gestures and use of the voice 
should "just happen" as naturally as they do in 
one-on-one conversation. 

If conversational style is as easy as talking over a 
kitchen table or a back yard fence, why is it so diffi
cult to achieve in the pulpit? Could the answer be 
"intimidation"? Mter all, the hearers are watching 
the preacher's every move and listening to his every 
word. Doesn't this call for something different? 
Even if it doesn't call for something different, it of
ten produces something different. 

The hearers' fixed attention affects the preacher 
as a snake's hypnotic stare paralyzes its prey - it 
robs him of his ability to act naturally. Thus, the 
greatest challenge to effective pulpit communication 
is for the preacher to maintain a style that is natural 
to him instead of developing atypical characteristics. 

Since even the most experienced preacher can 
experience some intimidation when he faces a con
gregation, what hope is there for the rest? How can 
a preacher in a pressure cooker be natural? Proper 
sermon preparation reduces intimidation because 
it eliminates any worry about what the preacher is 
trying to accomplish and how he plans to accom
plish it. 

Understanding guidelines for natural delivery 
helps because it eliminates worry about how best to 
change one's style and frees the preacher to be him
self. Before examining specific guidelines, however, 
one warning must be given. The message is best 
communicated when the delivery is transparent. Os
tentatious delivery (whether of voice, gesture, or 
vocabulary) and monotone delivery are opposite 
ends of the same spectrum. Both draw attention to 
themselves. When style predominates in the hearer's 
perception, the message gets lost. If anything is re
membered, it will be the messenger. The preacher's 
goal must always be to get out of the way of the 
message. The true messenger always stands behind 
the cross. 108 80 Memorial Dr. 

Houston, TX 77024 
]essHall@compuserve.com 
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New Elder 
By James D. Cox 

I re elders too pretentious if they take turns 
giving the congregation a fireside chat every 
few weeks? Are they overexposed if they pub

licly communicate, frequently, with the members 
about the programs of the congregation? Are they 
overly displaying themselves and unnecessarily irri
tating the members if they teach regularly in the 
classes? 

Some say, "Elders should be seen and not heard." 
Elders have been heard saying to the preacher, "I'm 
always up front, why don't you go ahead and do it," 
when they are, in fact, hardly ever up front doing it. 

Can sheep follow an obscure shepherd? Do el
ders have meetings discussing the many things which 
concern the congregation, and never have any kind 
of announcements to make, or encouragement to 
give the congregation? Should new programs be 
openly discussed with the congregation, and pro
grams in force updated? 

Suppose a newly appointed elder is a quiet man. 
He has known elders that take little part in public 
leadership. 

The new man says, "I'll be a silent member of 
the eldership. I'm a private person. It is not my na
ture to be in the public eye. The other elders have 
things pretty well in hand. Let them do the talking 
and have the exposure to the congregation." 

Suppose he runs into a serious problem. He 
seeks help from the other elders. They discuss it, and 
pray about it. One of them must inform the congre
gation, and urge that certain things be done. It 
comes down to him, since he has firsthand knowl
edge, to make the public address. 

He could quit. He is at a crossroads in his life -
perhaps of his eternity. The others elders will not let 
him get the preacher to do it for him, and firmly say, 
"You're the one who knows the situation. You must 
do this job. 'Be strong and of good courage; be not 
afraid, nor dismayed, for the LORD your God is 
with you wherever you go.'" 

At the appointed time, he does the best he knows 
how ..• with his fellow elders sitting behind him on 
the podium nodding and saying "Amen." To his sur
prise, everything turns out pretty well. He even 
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thinks he identifies with these men (his fellow el
ders), and will not think of resigning any more. 

The preacher is to evangelize and edify by teach
ing the word. 

The elders keep the doctrine healthy - visiting, 
teaching, and overseeing all those things that lead to 
a nice eternity for all the members. 

Elders must hold "to the faithful word which is 
according to the teaching, that he may be able to ex
hort in the sound doctrine, and to convict the gain
sayers" (Titus 1 :9). 

17 531 Leflfwood Ln. 
Tustin, CA 92780 

(Editor~s comment: Brother Cox is a longtime 
gospel preacher. His experience and maturity qualify 
him to give this good counsel. Too often elders hide 
behind the preacher and are all but anonymous. If 
called upon to name the elders of the church you at
tend, could you do it? The Jews, in the their syna
gogues, build commodious platforms where the elders 
sit when a teaching service is in progress. What a mar
velous idea! If elders mounted the platform and sat in 
full view of the congregation during every worship 
service, endorsing or correcting the teaching pre
sented, the church might be strengthened - and, at 
least (maybe, at last), the sheep would know their 
shepherds. "Obey them that have the rule over you, 
and submit to them: for they watch in behalf of your 
souls, as they that shall give account; that they may 
do this with joy, and not with grief: for this were un
profitable for you~, (Heb 13:17). The church would 
be a lot better off if elders would elder- supervise.) 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Build Your House 
By Irene C. Taylor 

E very wise woman buil~s her hou~e: but 
the foolish plucketh tt down wtth her 
hands (Prov. 14:1 ). 

Today as we see the breakdown of the home we 
realize that "foolish women" are ever at work! Some 
attempt to convince that homemaking is a non-profes
sion unworthy of the time and talent of the intelligent. 
A few listen to such foolish propaganda and become 
dissatisfied with pursuing the greatest secular career 
known for woman - that of homemaker. 

In the beginning, God saw that man was lonely. 
He was half of humankind. God made for him a help 
meet (suitable) for him (Gen. 2: 18). Ladies are a spe
cial creation for a special purpose. 

It was God's plan for one man and one woman to 
form one home for life. "Whoso findeth a wife findeth 
a good thing" (Prov. 18:22). ''A prudent wife is from 
the Lord" (Prov. 19: 14). ''A virtuous woman is a 
crown to her husband" (Prov. 12:4). 

The worthy woman of Proverbs is an inspiration 
to every woman who wants the approval of God and 
her family. She was a source of support and comfort to 
her husband. He was justly happy with her, as were 
her children (31:11, 28) She was unselfish. Her life 
was filled with caring for the needs of others. In so 
doing she found satisfaction and true happiness for 
herself. She captured the secret of real success- ser
vice to others. "Give her of the fruit of her hands; and 
let her own works praise her in the gates" (v. 31). The 
modern woman is told to concentrate on self and her 
felt needs. This causes unhappiness and unrest. 

Contrast the forgoing with Inspiration's view of 
the nagging, contentious wife. "[T]he contentions of a 
wife are a continual dropping" (Prov. 19:13). "It is 
better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with 
a brawling woman in a wide house" (21:9). "A con
tinual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious 
woman are alike" (27:15). 

It takes team effort to build a happy home; it takes 
only one who is foolish to tear it apart. Wives should 
realize that an unpleasant disposition can be the rea
son that her husband does not spend much free time 
at home. She cannot build a happy home single-

handedly, but she often sets the tone 
for home. 

It is vital to be happy. "When 
mama's not happy, ain't nobody 
happy!" If you doubt that, take care
ful note the next time mother gets 
"out of sorts" and see the chain reac
tion in the household. 

Some women are quick of temper. "Remember 
the hammer. When it flies off the handle it loses its 
head!" When we lose our tempers, we often lose con
trol. "A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous 
words stir up anger" (Prov. 15: 1). 

A sunny disposition is a treasure. "A merry heart 
maketh a cheerful countenance: ... A merry heart 
deeth good like a medicine" (Prov. 15:13; 17:22). 
Every home should have some humor and laughter. 
The secret lies in learning to use humor properly. 
Teasing that makes fun of another is unacceptable. 
Children have feelings, too, and they should be re
spected if we wish to receive respect in return. We 
should never make fun of a child. 

God intended that our Christian homes be a 
shadow of the haven to come hereafter. Only by mak
ing Christ the unseen guest can this be accomplishe~. 
We should at least be as nice to our mate and our chil
dren as we are to our guests. 

A happy home does not just happen. It is built day 
by day with the bricks of sharing and caring cemented 
with love. 

We rob our family of precious bonding time when 
we neglect the family meal. It should be a time of vis
iting and happy talk. Children should be encouraged 
to be a part of this sharing. Mealtime should not be a 
time to constantly criticize. 

A happy home is a prayerful home. Children 
should be taught to pray and they should hear parents 
pray. The father should take the lead in expressing 
thanksgiving to God. Our children should hear us 
thank God for allowing us to share in their lives. 

P.O. Box 464 
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• Potpourri ••. 
Each day readers write to give helpful and in

teresting pieces of information or to encour
age our efforts and say thank you. Space does 

not permit publicly acknowledging each separate 
item, but your communication is important to .us, 
and we are much obliged to each person who wntes 
to us. The subscription rolls of the paper continue to 
swell. It seems to us that a magnificent but sleepy
eyed brotherhood is becoming increa~ingly aware of 
a "drift away" from the "things that were heard" 
and that should be "most assuredly believed." This 
drift into phantoms of fathomless unbelief is by no 
means universal in the church. It is led by a few who, 
not being content with their own loss of faith, are at
tempting to shipwreck the faith of others. Anyway, 
we thought you might enjoy two or three of the 
many notes of appreciation we receive. 

OMrs. W. P. (Viva) McComb, the daughter of 
Austin McGary, founder of the Firm Foundation, 
wrote, "I am age 104 so I subscribe for just one year, 
but I still drive my car and live alone in my home. I 
am so blessed by our Heavenly Father." 

OEctor R. Watson wrote, "I have been around 
for 93 years. I began taking the Firm Foundation 
during the Showalter years, but dropped out [for a 
few years] . I could not endure what I saw and read. 
Things have changed [for the better] since you took 
over. May God bless and reward you." Thank you, 
brother Watson. Guss Eoff had Ector R. Watson in 
mind when he recommended that we give flowers to 
the living. Brother Watson has written a number of 
tracts and will be happy to send you a price list if 
you write to him at 502 South Drive, Cleveland, OK 
74020-2005 (phone: 918-358-5398). This noble 
and loyal citizen of the eternal kingdom should have 
the acclaim of a grateful brotherhood. 

OA Georgia reader said, "You're doing an excel
lent job!" A brother from Denton, Texas wrote, "I 
asked several weeks ago to cancel my subscription. 
Please re-install- I can't do without the Firm Foun
dation." 

OThanks - and we can't do without our many 
readers, either. A subscriber can be one who pledges 
a sum of money, or one who expresses hearty ap
provaL Our subscribers are both, and each is appre
ciated and hereby appointed to the Firm Foundation 

22 August 1998 
Firm Foundation 

Fan Club (FFFC), consisting of friendly critics and 
devoted admirers - Bible groupies, one and all. 

De11iation 
OC.S. Lewis once wrote of conditions in the 

Church of England, thus: "Once the layman was 
anxious to hide the fact that he believed so much less 
than the Vicar: he now tends to hide the fact that he 
believes so much more. Missionary to the priests of 
one's own church is an embarrassing role; though I 
have a horrid feeling that if such mission work is not 
soon undertaken the future history of the Church of 
England is likely to be short" (In Christian Reflec
tions, p. 166). If we translate vicar and priests by 
"pulpit minister" we may be describing conditions in 
the avant guard churches of Christ which, unless 
some mission work is done, may have an equally 
short history as recognizable New Testament 
churches (Our thanks to Earle H. West of Silver 
Spring, Md., for this snippet). 

Brown 
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Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
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Confusion Reigns 
~Marvin Olasky, professor University of Texas 

at Austin and editor of Word, in an editorial titled, I 
Believe in Me (May 9, 1998) reports on a survey of 
1,500 students over the past two years. Olasky says 
students say such things as, "I believe in Jesus, but I 
do not believe the Bible is the Word of God. It is the 
word of man: imperfect, judgmental, and overzeal
ous." Another student said, "Sometimes my personal 
beliefs contradict those taught by the church. I make 
my decisions based on what I feel is right." Still an
other spoke of "liking Christianity in small 
amounts." One mixed-up student said he believed in 
"taking bits of pieces from several religions and in 
that way making up my own, personal religion." An
other student, who seemed to hit the bottom line of 
all the rest, said, "I believe in me." When that senti
ment is applied to religion it is the epitome of New 
Ageism, which says that each human-person is God. 

Metltodisls 
CiThe conservative Methodist Church was 

founded in 1968 out of reaction to the socialistic, lib
eral, one-world, ecumenical-euphoria of the United 
Methodist church. William J. Abraham, Perkins 
School of Theology, Southern Methodist University 
(Canon and Criterion in Christian Theology) quotes 
from a disenchanted United Methodist minister: 

Now it is our turn to get honest. Although the 
creeds of our denomination pay lip service to 
the idea that Scripture is 'authoritative' and 'suf
ficient for faith and practice,' many of us have 
moved far beyond that notion in our theological 
thinking. We are only deceiving ourselves- and 
lying to our evangelical brothers and sisters 
when we deny the shift we have made. 

We have moved beyond Luther's solaScriptura 
for the same reason the Catholic Church moved 
beyond the canonized Scriptures after the fourth 
century. We recognize that understandings of 
situations change. 'New occasions teach new du
ties.' We have moved far beyond the idea that the 
Bible is exclusively normative and literally au
thoritative for our faith. To my thinking, that is 
good! What is bad is that we have tried to con 
ourselves and others by saying we haven't 
changed our position. 

Furthermore, few of us retain belief in Christ as 
the sole way of salvation. We trust that God can 
work under many other names and in many other 
forms to save people. Our views have changed 
over the years. 

Of course, he is right - and the change is not for 
the better but for the worse. Jehovah said to Ezekiel, 
"They will not hear you because they will not hear 

me." To reject the voice of God in favor of fallible and 
faltering feelings is the height of nonsense. It is to 
make oneself a god thereby insulting the Eternal One. 

If you think this is not happening in the church, 
you need to read Carroll Osburn's book, The Peace
able Kingdom - and Gary D. Collier's hare-brained 
book, The Forgotten Treasure - and the Terry Rush 
fiasco, The Holy Spirit Makes No Earthly Sense -
and the writings of Shelly, Cope, Morrison, and 
Anderson. It is the same drivel. It is New Age 
postmodern unbelief. Most of this mischief-making 
literature is published by Howard Publishing (not to 
be confused with V. E. Howard) and ACU Press. 

Presbyterian 
@In my denomination, the Presbyterian Church 

(USA), we have re-imaged our hymnal and are in the 
process of re-imaging Scripture - i.e, correcting 
scripture and ridding it of what is unappealing (First 
Things, June 1998). 

Pro-cltoice 
@Mona Charen, a nationally syndicated colum

nist, wrote, "Whenever we are faced with examples 
of grotesque human behavior, we turn to psychia
trists for explanations. And because psychiatrists are 
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trained to understand and not to judge, they trans
late the same moral neutrality to the public square 
where it most emphatically does not belong. More
over, they are talking through their hats in any case." 

C!JMelissa Drexler, the 18-year-old who gave 
birth to a baby in a toilet stall at her senior prom, 
disposed of him in a trash bin and then returned to 
the dance floor, awaits the outcome of a coroner's 
inquiry. New Jersey officials are examining the sacs 
of the dead baby's lungs to decide whether the baby 
drew breath after birth. They say this will determine 
whether the murder of the child was legal abortion 
or homicide. 

Gays Ain't Gay 
OAccording to the Washington Times Oune 29), 

"Homosexual activists protested outside as 35 0 per
sons gathered at Georgetown University to hear 
speakers decry the cultural acceptance of same-sex 
relationships .... The gay identity has been brilliandy 
marketed and bought without question by the most 
influential institutions of America," said Joseph 
Nicoosi, a director of the National Association of Re
search and Therapy of Homosexuality ... "the word 
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'gay' is a fictitious identity. All humans are hetero
sexual, and the reason for male same sex attraction 
dates back to boys, after rejection by their fathers, 
surrendering budding masculinity to return to their 
mothers." Dr. Jeffrey Satin over, a former Harvard 
University lecturer now conducting research at Yale 
University, quoted genetic, and Science and Nature 
magazines to illustrate scientific disagreements about 
whether homosexuality is genetic. Dispelling the no
tion of a "gay gene," he quoted several sources, in
cluding a University of Wisconsin researcher who spe
cializes in cystic fibrosis, as saying there is no such 
thing as a single gene disorder and that if homosexu
ality were merely genetic, it would have died out long 
ago because its replacement rates are too low. 

Politically Corred 
0 Heather MacDonald (Washington Times, June 

29) reports that the Smithsonian's Natural History 
Museum greets visitors with the unpleasant news: 
The Museum is contaminated. It is infected with 
ideological error. 

"Female animals are being portrayed in ways that 
make them appear to be deviant or substandard to 
male animals," warns a label next to an exhibit of 
American hartebeests. A family of lions at a watering 
hole is also branded for sexism because the standing 
male and reclining female suggested to the museum 
gender police a pre-feminist division of labor. A leap
ing Bengalese tiger is dismissed as too predatory, a 
violation of the communitarian animal ethic. 

Muse.ums across the country have rushed head
long into what may be called the "new museology," 
based on a mindless parroting of academic fads. The 
Smithsonian's embrace of postmodern theory and 
identity politics is of greatest import, because of the 
Institution's contribution to America's public iden
tity. 

Robert Sullivan, a new museologist (1990), 
started a dialogue with radically Mrocentric commu
nity groups and alleged racism. Mr. Sullivan invited 
the group Tu-Wa-Moja to advise revisions to its M
rica Hall and Human Evolution exhibit. 

Two themes emerge: America's ever-growing in
equalities and the unpleasantness of white people. 
After the Revolutions [an exhibit says]: "The gulf be
tween rich and poor, powerful and powerless did 
not vanish .•. whatever their race or gender working 
Philadelphians found that the Revolution had not 
solved the problems of social and economic inequal
ity. 



. (Your editor recently visited the Smithsonian and 
was confronted with such trivia.) 

As6es fo Ashes 
OA junior at Winslow High School in Arizona 

brought to English class the cremated remains of her 
mother to show a friend. When she opened the box, 
some ashes fell on the floor, which set off a panic 
among many of the 8 00 students, more than half of 
whom where Navajos or Hopis. Principal John 
Henling brought in a Navajo medicine man to con
duct ceremonies removing evil spirits from the class
room, but he was not certified as a traditional medi
cine man. Henling had to get two others, one Hopi 
and one Navajo, to do additional ceremonies. The 
students would not have been allowed to read the 
Bible or say a prayer to Jehovah- that would be 
unconstitutional. 

Wedding Bells 
flA Maryland witch last week was denied permis

sion by a Virginia judge to perform a wedding cer
emony for two of her followers. Rosemary Kooiman, 
retired U.S. Forest Service employee, said the decision 
amounted to "religious discrimination," while the 
intended bride called it "a slap in the face to our 
religion, to our priestess, and to all pagans." Ms. 
Kooiman is a self-ordained minister ofWICCA, a type 
of witchcraft worshiping nature from pre-Christian 
Europe. 

lleyl 

OMichigan Governor John Engler calls on Jack. 
Kevorkian's lawyer, Geoffrey Fieger, to apologize 
for describing Jesus Christ as "just some goofball 
who got nailed to the cross." 
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Beatitudes 
GThe Lufkin Daily News (May 9, 1998) reports, 

"Most of you do not know that Max Lucado and his 
wife, Denalyn, visited Harmony Hill Baptist Church 
in Lufkin about a year ago. While in Lufkin for a 
wedding, they made a quick decision to worship at 
Harmony Hill one Sunday morning, they left almost 
as unobtrusively as they appeared (our thanks to T.J. 
Carter for the clipping). 

ACU's Optimist recently hailed Lucado's appear
ance on campus as one of four outstanding events in 
the past year. We wonder if Royce Money visited Luf
kin where he would worship. How about it, Royce $? 

41fon lloward 
$Howard Publishing Company, owned and oper

ated by Alton Howard (not to be confused with V.E. 
Howard), has issued a new book. It is titled, Forgiven 
Forever, and was written by Joe Beam (watch out!). 
According to the jacket, the book is endorsed by John 
Ed Mathison, Senior Minister, Frazer Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Montgomery, Ala. Frank 
Pollard, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss. 
Ed. V. Welch, Former President, Colonial Bankgroup, 
Montgomery, Ala., and Rubel Shelly, Senior Ministe~, 
Woodmont Hills Church, Nashv.ille, Tenn. 

llul, Two, riJree, lour 
ONancy Kassebaum Baker, former U.S. Senator, 

found that co-ed basic tra_ining in the military distracts 
and weakens discipline. 

lfo Hum 
0 The Object of My Affection is the first film we 

are aware of that seeks to illustrate the new definition 
of a family; that is, any voluntary grouping of people, 
of whatever biological or sexual relationship, often, 
but not necessarily sharing a common utility bill. Jen
nifer Aniston stars as Nina, a lonely-hearted hetero
sexual social worker who gets pregnant by her un
couth hetero boyfriend but falls in love with a 
lonely-hearted homosexual schoolteacher who is also 
her roommate and asks him to help her raise her baby. 
Humorous complications arise, but by the end of the 
movie (sorry to kill the suspense for you) everyone 
settled happily into "family" groupings: The uncouth 
hetero father has plunked down with a female col
league of the homosexual ex-roommate, who is now 
shacked up with a gay actor. A sensitive black cop who 
entered the story at one point is now raising his niece 
and nephew as his own kids. Nina is raising her little 
girl with the help of all of the above, who, however, 
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live elsewhere. And so on. "We can make this up our
selves," says Nina. "None of the old rules apply!" 
Who says Hollywood is anti-family? (National Re
view, May 18, 1998). 
Nasty 

0 Herbert London, a professor of humanities at 
New York University, in ''A Culture in Need of Re
demption" (Houston Chronicle, May 3, 1998) speaks 
of the degradation in America. He recounts in some 
detail the filth and slime on television and movies, the 
unspeakably corrupt modern "music," and the vulgar 
language heard in public. He quoted Pitirim Sorokin 
who, in the 1950s, said that the West had entered an 
"advanced sensate age, in which sensual pleasures are 
superordinate to other values." London wondered 
what Sorokin would think today, and added "We have 
slid through the trapdoor Sorokin predicted. We are 
beyond outrage, beyond the sensate" (thanks to T.J. 
Carter for calling this piece to our attention). 
Latlies Only 

OStephen Andrew is manager of a Victoria, B.C., 
gay bar, which is being sued by a man currently under
going a sex change. Mr. Andrew who prohibited the 
man from using the women's restroom, said, "This is 
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not a case of us versus transgendered individuals .... 
Our clientele are predominately gay, lesbian, trans
sexual and bisexual. We try to be inclusive" (World, 
May 30, 1998). 

Creech 
OJimmy Creech, the Nebraska "pastor" who ig

nited a firestorm in the 9.5 million-member Meth
odist Church when he performed a same-sex cer
emony for two women is out of a job. Mr. Creech 
was narrowly acquitted of wrongdoing irt a church 
trial, but Nebraska bishop Joel Martinez informed 
him this month he will not be re-appointed to the 
pulpit of First Methodist Church in Omaha. The 
bishop cited the division Mr. Creech's action had 
caused in the church. About 300 people in the 1900 
member church have been meeting for Sunday wor
ship in a nearby school (World, May 30, 1998). 

Scouts Are Out 
OThe Berkeley, California, city council voted to 

end its policy of providing free dock space to the Sea 
Explorers, a local Boy Scouts of America unit, be
cause the Scouts' membership policy excludes homo
sexuals and atheists (World, May 30, 1998). 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Did the older preachers among us believe 
that the church should change to suit the times? 
Answer: 

We are moved immeasurably as we contemplate 
ourselves standing, as it were, amidst the sepul
chres of our fathers in the Gospel. Nearby, 
'upon the lap of the earth,' rests the heads of 
Lipscomb, Sewell, Elam, Smith, and McQuiddy. 
These esteemed men of God sacrificed their 
lives to the altar of loyalty to the word of God to 
prevent the removal of the ancient landmarks of 
Holy Writ. Modernism today is removing the 
ancient landmarks of Biblical facts. The spirit of 
compromise, and of halting between two sides, 
is removing the ancient landmarks of biblical 
commands. The church, therefore, needs con
stant admonition to 'contend earnestly for the 
faith.' Christendom, my friends, needs more 
Nehemiahs to rebuild the walls around Jerusa
lem. She needs more Ezras to restore the law of 
God. Christendom needs more Zerubbabels to 
rebuild the temple of God (Forward of 
Hardeman's Tabernacle Sermons, Volume IV). 

W. E. Brightwell wrote in the introduction to the 
same volume. 

Believing that the church is drifting away from its 
doctrinal moorings, and contracting the spirit of 
sectarianism, the supporters of the meeting 
hoped to awaken some to the situation, and crys
tallize sentiment for a return to original ground. 

In speaking of the spiritual success of the fourth 
tabernacle meeting, Brightwell wrote: 

The meeting was successful from every stand
point, insofar as it is possible to judge from ap
pearances. The number baptized was not disap
pointing, as the meeting was primarily directed 
toward the amelioration of internal conditions 
of the church. The fundamentals of the Gospel 
were restated. By example and exhortation, dis
tinctive preaching and active opposition to all 
error was encouraged. 

This was the tenor of the 1938 tabernacle meet
ing, particularly, and of every one of brother 
Hardeman's tabernacle meetings, generally, which 
were conducted on five separate occasions in the city 
of Nashville, from 1922 until the last series in 1942. 
Distinctive, doctrinal, and exhortative preaching has 
been the defining characteristic of true gospel 

preachers (as opposed to the soft pabulum-peddling 
sermonics of pseudo-Christians) since Peter 
preached the first Gospel sermon on Pentecost. 

Many today say the age has dawned for a new 
style of preaching. "Our" experts in communica
tions tell us that to reach others with the gospel, we 
must put the church of Christ undercover and only 
through subterfuge may we reveal the distinctiveness 
of the church so as not to be too negative or offen
sive. They argue that we must utilize an approach to 
preaching which is drastically different than the ser
mons that were preached by Christ, his apostles, and 
the legion of faithful gospel preachers since time im
memorial. 

The decade of the nineties may well determine 
the future of the Lord's church in America. The 
winds of change and compromise are beating 
fiercely against the steadfast foundation of every 
child of God. Many are removed from their doctri
nal harbor by the winds of liberalism. 

Today, some within our ranks plead the doc
trines of Baal by advocating the permissibility of so
cial drinking; marriage, divorce and remarriage for 
any cause; no disfellowship; and generally a "come 
as you are" religion. There are false preachers in al
most every locality who speak the language of Ash
dod in that they advocate a system of unity on the 
basis of truce rather than truth. These preachers are 
unwilling to "contend earnestly for the faith." 

The church of today also has a cadre of "youth 
clergy" who specialize in "Christian" entertainment, 
"Christian" involvement, and "Christian" fellow
ship, but who have left the ancient landmark. The 
spirit of pacifism has taken the militancy out when 
the fight was waged and the battles raged, and vic
tory has never come by truce. God's battle plan is 
unconditional surrender on the part of the enemy. 

Director 
Southwest School of Bible Studies 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, TX 78748 

~ 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching •••••.•••• Lakeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures .......................... Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
I Freed-Hardeman University ••• Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship ••.•••••.••.. San Antonio, Texas 
3 Oeburne, Texas Forum 
4 North Texas Firm Foundation Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• Talco, Texas 
March 

I El Paso Lectures ................................. El Paso, Texas 
I East Tennessee School of Preaching 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

••• •• ••• • •••••• •••••••••••• ••• • ••• • • ••••••••• Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures ••..•. Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching ••• Memphis, Tennessee 

April 
I Northeast Oklahoma Lectures .• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ....••••••..•••••.... Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

••••••••••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ••••••••••••....••.•...•• Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures ••••••••.•.••..•.•••..•.•. Marshall, Texas 

May 
I Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Cookeville, Tennessee 
I Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••.•.•••••••••••••.•.•..••..•.••••••••...•.•.... Jerome, Idaho 
I VISalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'Visalia, California 
I Gulf Coast Lectures .......................... Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee:. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Red Oak, Texas 
2 Vuginia Bible Lectureship 

• ••••• •• •••• ••••••• ••••• •••••• ••••••••• ••••• Christiansburg, 'Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures .......•..•..••.. Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship ............................... Taylor, Texas 

June 
I Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••..•.•••••••••••• Dayton, Ohio. 
I BeUview Lectures •.••••••••.•.••.•......•. Pensacola, Florida 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Houston, Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••• Mt. juliet, Tennessee 
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July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship ••••........•.••• Burnet, Texas 
2 Northwest Arkansas Lectureship 

••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• Hamson, Arkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures ...•••••••••••• Bastrop. Louisiana 
3 Western Kentuclcy Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

••••..••••.•••••.•.••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• Lexington, Kentuclty 
4 Seek Old Paths ........................ Corinth, Mississippi 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••. Beeville, Texas 
4 NW Tennessee Bible Lectures ••••••••• Paris, Tennessee 

August 
I Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

••••••••.••••••••.•.. ••....•.•••••••••••• St. Albans, West 'Virginia 
I Northwest Tennessee Lectures ....•••• Paris, Tennessee 
I Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sevierville, Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship ••••••••••••••• Southaven, Mississippi 
3 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••..••• Garden City, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

•••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••..•••••••••••••• Farmington, Missouri 

September 
I Robertson County Lectureship 

•••• ~ •.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Greenbriar, Tennessee 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•• •• •• • •• •• • • •• • . •• • • •••••• ••• • • • • • • • • . •• • Chattanooga, Tennessee 
3 Central Okla. Lectureship ••••••• McLoud, Oklahoma 
4 4-State Lectureship ........................ Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures ...•..•••••••. Independence, Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship • Steubenville, Ohio 

Odober 
I Northern New England Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tilton, New Hampshire 
2 Southside Lectureship ..................... Lubbock, Texas 
2 Palmetto Biblic:al Studies •••••• Greer, South Carolina 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

• •• • •••• •• ••• • ••••••••• •• • • ••••••••• ••• • • • ••• Gatlinbur& Tennessee 
3 Nevada Firm F. Lectureship •....•• Las Vegas, Nevada 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship ...• Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Vuginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• Moundsville, West 'Virginia 

November 
I Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mechanicsville, 'Virginia 
I Eastside Lectureship ••••.•••..•.. Muskogee, Oklahoma 
2 Annual Denton Lectures ................... Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship ••••••• Tuscumbia, Alabama 
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-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God"' 

-Alaska
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907} 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L Laux (907} ~~~;7007 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. ..... 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 ••••• 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (870) 932-1643. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. CST, 6 p.m. DST, Wed. 7 
p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. ..... 
Seal Beach- Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.~ •• <:~~e worship with us. 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

Visalia - West Visaii; ·church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
peacher. Home of Greater VISalia Firm 
Foundation Lectureship 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. 

Craig- Downtown •ch;r~h of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 
P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 
Clearwater - Centr;i Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 
Gainesville- 39th.;.;; Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 
Jacksonville- Lake F~r~:tchurch of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 
Lake City- Lake dt}r• Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR47, 32025,Sun. 9,10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 
Lakeland - 1807 • 5;;th Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 ..... 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
Orlando - South o:t;~do Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 
Orlando-Winter Park• ~ S~uth Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan .Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 
Pensacola - Bellvie;,: Ch.urch of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 
Sarasota - Midway: • 7ii6 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 M~; s:. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-t475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 J).m. (l.t miles inside 1-285). 
Duluth - 3249 H.;f iio, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
t0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest Lecture
ship. Sun. 10, t t a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bronson Ostic, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(30t) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. tO, t0:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, n. 2 biles. www.hislight.com/gcc:oc: 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 5581 t. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (2t8) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

••••• 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 74t-S20S. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. tO, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 

-Missouri-
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866 • ..... 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. tO, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
1 08th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, t0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 1 t a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton- Nonhridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 4S4t4. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (St3) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship. . .... 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 4S43t. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

• •••• 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-116~. 
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-Oklahoma-
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. ••••• 
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, JA mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m.HomeofOklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studiu, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. ••••• 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Potutown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m •• 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar CraEt, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien. Rd., 37412. (615) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun-
dation Lec:tureship. • • • • 0 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • • •. • 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, miniJte!e • • 
Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

••••• 
Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fiheen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher • ..... 
Seviervill~ - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lec:tureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
"The Word of Ufe," KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:06-
7:30 a.m. 

Baytown- Cedar Bay~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
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Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell Debo, minister. Home 
of Central Texas Lec:tureship 

Conroe ..:._ Shiloh Chu·r~h 
0

of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. lOS 
to ~app Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 

••••• 
Denton- Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-3S31.Sun9, 10a.m.,6p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 

Houston - Fleetw~ Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. ...... 
Huntsville- 1380 Fish Hatchery Rd., Sun. 9, 10 

.a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (409) 438-8202 
••••• 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. ••••• 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. . .... 
Uvingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Undell Mitchell, minister. . .... 
Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., 5 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy J. 
Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. ...... 
Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

••••• 
Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk&: Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 ••••• 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. ..... 
San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 ..... 
Schertz- Church of Christ, 501 Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Bristol- East Bristol Church of Christ, 340 Bon
ham Rd., 24203. 1 mile off 1-81 at exit 7. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Clifford Newell Jr., 
min. (H) (540) 466-0950, (0) (540) 669-6221. . .... 
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Hampton - Hampt~~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc -Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming
cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. ••••• 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Stb St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 
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For Sale 

44 upholstered pews, pulpit stand, communion 
table, and 2 short pews. Good condition. (417) 
338-4544 
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accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, iprophet@republic.net. All ads must be received 
6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the fint of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
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Southaven, MS 38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 
shippins &: handling on single book orders. 
Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Preachers Wanted 
Sound, conservative, full-time man desired for self
suupponing conregation of 90·1 00, without elders. 
Prefer mature family man. Send r&um~ with cassette 
tape of recent sermon to 6045 Park Blvd. Pinellas 
Park, FL 33780. 

Desiring to establish a doctrinally sound church of 
Christ in Ellensburg, W A. Prayerfully seeking 
support for hiring a sound preacher to work with 
members in Ellensburg. This support would be until 
we could panially or wholly support ourselves. 
After prayerfully considering our request, if the 
church in your area would dedicate themselves to 
this worthy calling, please contact: Chuck Vcrkist 
906 East Second Ave. Ellensburg, WA 98926 or 
(509) 925-2593 or cverkist@ellensburg.com Letters 
for character reference will be provided upon 
request 

Minister needed. Congregation of approx. 60 
members seeking experience, sound, mature 
evangelist. Salary and home provided. Send r~sum~ 
with reference to Calera Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 412, Calera, OK 74730 

Full-time pulpit preacher sought for 90-mcmber 
congregation of the Lord's church in jamestown, 
TN. Centrally located between Nashville and 
Knoxville, jamestown is near Dale Hollow Lake 
and Big South Fork National Park with abundant 
recreational opportunities. The candidate will be 
theologically conservative; neither anti nor liberal. 
A modern 5-bedroom house is provided on a quiet, 
wooded lot. Salary in 30's based on experience 
and qualifications. House is not part of salary 
package. Current preacher of 7 years is relocating. 
Please send r~sum~ and tape to Ralph Wright, P.O. 
Box 909, Jamestown, TN 38556. (931) 879-7689 
(office) (931) 879-7118 (home). 

Energetic, doctrinally sound, evangelist is needed 
by the Lord's church in Vacaville, CA. We arc a 
growing congregation of approximately 70. In 
addition to preaching the Word, we desire some· 
one who can encourage and lead us in evangelizing 
our community. We arc enthusiastically support
ing our prison minister in the work at the 
two corrections facilities located here. Send a recent 
photo of your family along with your r~sum~, 
three references, and an audio or video presenta· 
tion of a recent sermon. Salary (please state your 
requirements), house, and utilities provided. 
Church of Christ, 401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688. 
Contact A. E. Swims (707) 448-5085 or (707) 648-
1834. 

Preadler needed: Middlesboro, Ky. Congregation 
of 70. Town of 12,000. Send r~sum~ and taped 
sermon to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 367, 
Middlesboro, KY 40965 

Wanted: Experienced, sound, sospel preacher. 
Congregation of about SO members. No elden at 

this time. House and salary. Send resume to 
Broadway Church of Christ, P.O. Box 3, 
Drumright, OK 74030-0003 or contact Nick 
Nichols (918) 352-3375 or Paul Castor (918) 352-
2026. 

Wanted: a semiretired preacher or one with partial 
support. Housing and some support supplied. Must 
be well-grounded in God's Word. Send r~um~ to 
Ray Sanders, Southside Church of Christ, 3624 W. 
Malone St., Peoria, IL 61605; call (309) 676-0636. 

Preacher wanted to. work with a small self· 
supporting congregation located in suburb of 
Denver, CO. Requires someone mature and well 
grounded in God's Word. Must have experience in 
personal work and pulpit speaking. Please send 
r~um~ with video or audio to Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 So. Havana St., Englewood, CO 
80111. Attn: Search Committee. Evcninp call (303) 
694-3429 or (303) 770-8459. 

Shenandoah Lectureship BookS& Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Helll (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Transl4tion (1995)- $21.75. 
Bal4nud Christillnity: Maintaining Biblictd Balanu 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 
Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Seekins to locate a copy of of book, The Hub of 
the Bibk by James D. Bales. Please contact me at 
(803) 778-2903 or write Sherman Offord, 40 
Highland Ave., Sumter, SC 29150 

Thinkins about attcndins a school of preaching? 
Conservative experienced evangelist desired for Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of Christ, academic catalos. Southwest School of Bible 
11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or phone (303) Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glml you did. 
841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

Full-time Minister Needed. The Honolulu church 
of Christ is in need of a full-time minister. Our 
current preacher is moving back to the mainland 
the end of May. We would like to have a new 
family come in june. Minister's residence provided. 
If you are interested in learning more about this 
work, or would like to submit a resume &: sermon 
tape (audio or video), please contact: Ernie Moore, 
Chairman, Preacher Search Committee, Honolulu 
Church of Christ, 1732 Kecaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822. Phone: (808) 536-7952. 
Church e-mail: honcoc@aloha.nct or Ernie Moore's 
e-mail: EMOORE@GTE.COM (church web page: 
http://planet-hawaii.com/honchurchchrist). 

Studcnd Movins to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299·1475. 

Would you like to move to Southern California. 
Looking for a brother interested in startins a 
scripturally organized congregation of the church of 
Christ in the Los Angeles area. Russ Hannum, 2057 
E. Aroma Dr., West Covina, CA91791, (626) 918-
2802 

We are lookins for copies of the book, Climb 
Happiness Hill by Allen Bryant. Contact Ronnie 
Ulrey, 608 Palmetto St., Hinesville, GA 31313. 
(912) 877-6593 
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A Practical 
Handbook 
for Singing 
and Songleading 
written and compiled by 

Burt Jones 

I commend to you this volume which is 
able to present what could be a very 
difficult subject in an easy-to-read and 
enlightening manner. The contents 
address both the reading of round AND 
shaped notes in a very simple under
standable fashion. 

It is my prediction that this book will 
become the standard for singing and 
songleading as we enter the twenty-first 
century! 

$4.00 

Ralph A. Casey 
Songleader 

plus shipping and handling 
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(Dr. Leon Crouch is in the Bible department at Lubbock Christian University. We are delighted to have this 
article from him. His clear teaching and forthright presentation of truth is acknowledged and appreciated
the editor) 

The Creation 
By leon Crouch 

One of the most powerful influences that has 
undermined the faith of both young and 
old, but especially the young, is the ques

tion of origins. The doctrine of evolution is openly 
taught in the public schools and in some of the pri
vate and religious schools from kindergarten to the 
university levels. Atheists and humanists use this to 
raise questions in the minds of people as to the exist
ence of God and the validity of the Bible. Evolution 
is apparently accepted and spoken of as fact by all 
types of the media. As a result, many "Christian chil
dren," as well as parents have come to accept the 
doctrine as truth. 

Many who accept organic evolution still claim to 
believe the Bible is God's Word, but they attempt to 
explain away the Genesis account of creation as ir 
stands. Some of the most common attempts are: (1) 
the days of creation are pictorial days, i.e., God re
vealed the process of creation to Moses over a 
seven-day period; (2) The Gap Theory, i.e., that God 
created the cosmos which then "became" waste and 
void, and the seven days are reconstruction; (3) Day 
Age, i.e., that the word day is to be interpreted as a 
long period of time or that there were long periods 
intervening between each of the seven days. 

The fact is that not one of these theories is in 

harmony with what Genesis one says! This is true 
because all of the theories mentioned assume that 
the word day in Genesis chapter one must "involve 
multiple and/or sequential indefinite periods of 
time." 1 There is, of course, no hint in Genesis chap
ter one that the writer intended to describe events 
that "involve multiple and/or sequential indefinite 
periods of time." The author of Genesis one wrote 
in simple statements of fact, using clear and straight
forward language that everywhere else in the biblical 
text indicates literal days. 

Scripture should be taken as the literal Word of 
God, so every generation of every nation can under
stand the message. This seems to be especially 
needed for Genesis one since it is the foundation for 
all the rest. If God intended to convey the concept of 
long periods for his creative work, he could have 
easily chosen other Hebrew words, which would 
have made the idea clear. By the time Moses wrote 
Genesis, several theories about the world's origin 
had developed. This fact is clear from a study of 
some of the religions that had no special revelation. 

Moses' explanation of the creation clearly indi
cates that it took place over a period of six solar days 
and that God "rested" on the seventh day because he 
had completed his work (Gen. 2:2-3). The Hebrew 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

More on Postmodernism 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Isn't it odd how intelligent people can do 
dumb things? I stand amazed in the pres
ence of men dripping with intelligence 

and decorated with highest academic honors 
saying quirky things. 

Their success drives them to anomalies (an
other word for heresy), and gives rise to the 
aphorism, "Much reading has brought upon us 
a learned barbarism." 

The problem is not reading, but reading fool
ish things; it is not thinking, but the desire to be different that 
brings intellectual snobbery and repetition of stupidity. 

There are smart people who do not go over the edge, or who 
bring themselves back from the abyss, but others plunge into the 
dark waters of the much learning that makes men mad, and never 
seem to realize they have done so. 

Truth has a ring and, hearing it, you catch that charming tone. 
Still, there are those who have a Pharaoh-like indisposition to 
obey God and make themselves oblivious to focused-truth. 

And now men see not the light which is bright in the skies; But 
the wind passeth, and cleareth them. Out of the north cometh 
golden splendor: God hath upon him terrible majesty. Touching 
the Almighty, we cannot find him out: He is excellent in power; 
And in justice and plenteous righteousness he will not afflict. 
Men do therefore fear him: He regardeth not any that are wise 
of heart Uob 37:21-24). 

And unto them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which saith, 
By hearing ye shall hear, and shall in no wise understand; And 
seeing ye shall see, and shall in no wise perceive: For this 
people's heart is waxed gross, And their ears are dull of hearing, 
And their eyes they have closed; Lest haply they should perceive 
with their eyes, And hear with their ears, And understand with 
their heart, And should turn again, And I should heal them. But 
blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear 
(Matt 13:14-16). 

Gene Edward Veith (Postmodern Times, a Christian Guide to 
Contemporary Thought and Culture, Crossway Books) makes 
some astute observations about the hazy and confused thinking 
that parades under the banner of postmodernism. 

Veith points out that the Enlightenment is the period when 
human reason was to take the place of God and that promoted 
world socialism as the cure-all for the human race. 

Modernism has fallen apart from Moscow to Beijing to San 
Francisco. We now live in a postmodern world that discredits the 
Enlightenment. "Reason is dethroned, even on university cam
puses." Our Information Age is a new way of looking at the world. 



Postmodernism is an open door that invites Christians to press 
anew, with fervency and power, the claims of Jesus. "For a great 
door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adver
saries" (1 Cor. 16:9). 

Still, when opportunity abounds opposition is sharp. The 
devil, as you know, is cunning. The postmodern view that rejects 
the old-modernism is at once an open door and an enemy, de
pending on who is advancing the ideology. 

Children are radicals. Youths are conservatives, with a dash of 
criminal negligence. Men in their prime are liberals (as long as 
their digestion keeps pace with their intellect). The middle aged 
... run to shelter: they insure their life, draft a will, accumulate 
mementos and occasional tables, and hope for security (E.B. 
White, New Yorker, Feb. 1937). 

So, what goes around comes around. The postmodern phi
losophy can be healthy because it rejects modernism, but it can 
also be debilitating because it is fertile soil for liberalism. 

Let's look at the downside, which is the realistic side (this is 
where Veith's book is so interesting). The probability is that 
postmodernism will go down the drain -swirling, swirling, swirl
ing- into moral and intellectual sewage, with no outlet to the sea. 

The dark side of postmodernism jettisons truth altogether. 
The intellect is replaced by the will. Reason is replaced by emo
tion. Morality is replaced by relativism. Reality is a social con
struct. There are no absolutes. 

Veith points out that premodern Greek society, a mixture of 
pagan mythology and classical rationalism, was morally decadent. 

This society institutionalized infanticide, slavery, war, oppres
sion, prostitution, and homosexuality. 

The stink of the Greek world made people ready for change 
-many converted to Christianity. The teaching of Jesus gave 
both Jew and Gentile a new way of thinking about God, creation, 
and moral truth. 

Liberals who think the New Testament condemnation of homo
sexuality was only an expression of the culture of the day are 
precisely wrong. Greek culture not only tolerated but also en
couraged homosexuality. Greek military minds reasoned that 
soldiers tied together by homosexual relations would fight 
harder to defend their lovers. Even Plato believed that women 
were inferior, and therefore the highest love would be expressed 
between men (K.j. Dover, Greek Homosexuality, Harvard Uni
versity Press, as quoted in Postmodem Times). 

For over a thousand years the New Covenant of Jesus was 
powerful and authoritative and competed successfully with my
thology and paganism. It called for a higher, purer moral tone, 
condemning every vile thing. 

Then came modernism. Veith observes, "Human beings ... 
have always desired autonomy, to be free from all restrictions, to 
focus on this world instead of the world to come." 

Renaissance-humanism rejected supernaturalism, but did not 
deny the reality of God. Science and technology seemed to discredit 
the wisdom of the past. It simply was not modern. Modernism was 
"in" and everything else was "out." 
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This new wave of exalting mortals by catering to 
passion produced the period known as the Enlight
enment. It began about 1700. Reason alone was to 
replace reliance on the supernatural. What was best 
for the economic system - and nothing else - de
termined morals. 

If a supernatural being was granted (for the sake 
of the argument and to explain the origin of things), 
this Being, if he existed, had abandoned the uni
verse, assuming no control over life, exerting no in
fluence on natural phenomena, and giving no super
natural revelation. This is "deism" and was a by
product of modernism. 

Modernism gave rise to existentialism, which 
says that everyone creates his own meaning and ev
ery meaning is valid. Therefore, one's personal reli
gion may not be imposed on anyone else. 

"What is true for you may not be true for me." 
There is no right and wrong. 
Modernism had the same bottom-line for morals 

as ancient Greek philosophy and everything, from 
abortion to homosexuality, became a matter of per
sonal preference. 

Existentialism is the philosophical basis for 
postmo.dernism. 

4 

According to Charles Jencks, the end of mod
ernism and the beginning of postmodernism 
took place at 3:32 P.M. on July 15, 1972. At 
that moment the Pruitt-Igoe housing develop-
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ment in St. Louis, a pinnacle of modernist archi
tecture, was blown up. Though a prize-winning 
exemplar of high technology, modernistic aes
thetics, and functional design, the project was so 
impersonal and depressing, so crime-ridden and 
impossible to control, that it was uninhabitable 
(Postmodern Times, p. 39). 

This is a paradigm for postmodernism, which 
constructs rationally designed systems in which hu
man beings find it impossible to live. Postmodernism 
would say the low-income inhabitants of Pruitt-Igoe 
no longer have to live in a sterile, inhuman structure 
- now they can be homeless. 

Veith makes the following points in defining 
postmodernism: 

• Fragmentation, indeterminacy, and intense dis
trust of all universal discourses (including, but not 
limited to, the Bible). 

• We must learn to live with chaos, which varies 
from person to person. 

• There are no absolutes. 
• Christianity is dismissed because it claims to be 

true. 
• Postmodernism destroys all objective founda

tions and replaces them with nothing. 
• Its values are anarchy, mutants, absence, anti

form, anxiety, irrationalism and helplessness. 
• It is a denial of objective truth in favor of hu

mans making up their own realities. 
• It is a worldview that denies all worldviews. 
• Since there is no objective truth, history may 

be rewritten to meet the needs of a particular group. 
• Postmodernism depends on deconstruction of 

language and hidden meaning. 
In other words, postmodernism is a lot of hype 

(read, baloney). It reminds me of Zelda Fitzgerald's 
famous line: 

We grew up founding our dreams on the infinite 
promise of American advertising. I still believe 
that one can learn to play the piano by mail and 
that mud will give you a perfect complexion. 

Veith gives the following imagined example of 
deconstructionism, which is the cornerstone of 
postmodernism: 

Consider, for example, the Declaration of Inde
pendence. 'We hold these truths to be self-evi
dent, that all men are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.' It could be 
deconstructed along these lines: Although the 
text speaks of equality, its language excludes 
women ('all men are created equal'). Although it 
speaks of liberty, its author, Thomas jefferson, 



owned slaves. The surface meaning of equality 
and freedom is completely contradicted by the 
subtext, which denies equality and freedom to 
women and minorities. The passage enshrines the 
rights of the wealthy white males who signed the 
document, grounding their privileged status in 
God Himself. The Declaration of Independence 
can thus be deconstructed into just another 
power play, implying the opposite of its surface 
meaning. 

"Give me the Bible ... Precept and promise, law 
and love combining till night shall vanish in eternal 
day . ... Hold up that splendor by the open grave. 
Show me the light from heaven's shining portal, 
show me the glory gilding Jordan's wave." 

That is the essence of postmodernism. It is 
kookiness gone to seed. The seriously strange thing 
about it is that so many world-class-scholars hitch 
their wagon to this delusion as if it had substance 
and meaning. The even more exotic feature is that 
many- maybe even most- of "our scholars" have 
jumped on the postmodern bandwagon. 

"There is only one step from the sublime to the 
ridiculous." 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profit
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction which is in righteousness. That the 
man of God may be complete, furnished com
pletely unto every good work. 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the j ew first, and also to the Greek. 

For the word of God is living, and active, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and quick to discern the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. 

And now I commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you the inheritance among all them 
that are sanctified. 

We must return to unswerving commitment to 
the Bible, inspired in its words and without error, a 
dependable moral standard, a rulebook for life, a 
pattern for the church, a lamp to our feet, and a light 
to our path. 
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The Creation 
(continued from page 1) 

word yom (day) is defined the first time it appears in 
Genesis. "God called the light day, and the darkness 
he called night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, one day" (Gen. 1 :5). It is true that the 
word day is used with two different senses in this 
verse. In the first place "day" is distinct from "night" 
and must refer to the light part of the day. Then as 
the writer speaks of the light and darkness as "one 
day," the word must refer to the two parts that make 
up a "day." The implication is that a solar day is 
meant. The word day in Genesis one does not mean 
a long geological age. 

Several scholars who do not accept the Genesis 
account as factual still argue that the writer of Gen
esis intended to narrate the actual history of cre
ation. James Barr, a well known Hebrew scholar, 
wrote "that the writer(s) of Genesis 1-11 intended to 
convey to their readers the idea that (a) creation 
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took place in a series of six days which were the 
same as the days of 24 hours we now experience. "2 

John Skinner wrote "the interpretation of yom as 
aeon ... is opposed to the plain sense of the passage, 
and has no warrant in He b. usage. "3 Koehler and 
Bumgartner's Lexicon says that "yom in Gen. 1 :5" 
means "a day of 24 hours" (p. 3 72). This conclusion 
is strongly supported by the use of a numeral such as 
"one" with day "second day," etc., and also by indi
cating the boundaries of the time period in each case 
as "evening and morning." Either of these methods 
of stating the point is sufficient to limit the meaning 
of "day" to that of a solar day. The fact that both 
methods are used strengthens the intended meaning 
for a literal day. 

The Gap Theory 
One of the attempts to make room for the theory of 
evolution is called the Gap Theory. This theory is 
sometimes called the "ruin-and-reconstruction" 
theory. 

This is based on the supposition that Genesis 1:1 
tells of the initial creation of the universe, but after 
the initial creation things were left to develop so that 
all those things generally associated with the idea of 
evolution produced our solar system some five bil
lion years ago. Mter that, various geologic ages fol
lowed as can be seen in the layers of fossils from di
nosaurs and so forth. 

Then there came a global cataclysm, which de
stroyed all life on earth leaving more layers of fossils 
everywhere. This event is claimed to be mentioned 
in the Bible in Genesis 1:2. "And the earth was form
less and void, and darkness was over the surface of 
the deep." The cataclysm is said to have come as a 
result of Satan and his angels rebelling against their 
Creator-God who was in heaven. God then cast 
them out of heaven to the earth. Often this argument 
is supported by the supposition that the word trans
lated "was" in Genesis 1:2 should be translated "be
came." The question is whether or not the syntax of 
the passage will allow the translation "because." 
There is no valid evidence for that translation in 
Genesis one. Genesis 1:1 should be taken as an 
opening statement which functions much the same 



as the words used to introduce the following main 
divisions of Genesis: "these are the generations of." 
Verse 2 describes the situation prior to the detailed 
account of creation given in verses 3ff.4 

Professionally trained geologists and astrono
mers do not accept the Gap Theory. The entire con
cept has come almost entirely from men who had 
strong faith in God and were attempting to harmo
nize the Bible with science. The idea is still being 
advocated by some that claim to hold a strong faith 
in the Bible. An example is found in the Nelson 
Study Bible published in 1997 in the note on Genesis 
1:1-2. The note says: 

Here it means that God renewed what was in a 
chaotic state. God changed chaos into cosmos, 
disorder into order, emptiness into fullness ..•. 
The two words, without form and void, express 
one concept - chaos. The earth had been re
duced to this state - it was not the way God 
had first created it. 

The Gap Theory is in harmony with neither sci
ence nor the Bible. This theory came into existence 
in an attempt to accommodate the great ages de
manded by those evolutionary geologists and in a 
desire to hold to a faith that God was the creator. 
The popularity of the view can be traced to the 
Scofield Study Bible and its notes on Genesis chapter 
one. Note these words from that source: "The first 
act refers to the dateless past, and gives scope for all 
the geologic ages ...• The face of the earth bears ev
erywhere the marks of such a catastrophe." 

It is time for all who believe the Bible as God's 
inspired Word to abandon all the views that lead 
to any attempt to explain away the clear teaching 
of Genesis one as well as all the rest of the biblical 
teaching about God's creation. The plain meaning of 
the text is that the creation took place over six (so
lar) days, and that God rested on the seventh day 
from his labor of creation. 

5601 W. 19th St. 
Lubbock, TX 79407 

1 Walter L. Bradley and Roger Olsen, "The Trustworthiness of 
Scripture in Areas Relating to Natural Science," in Hermeneutics, Iner
rancy and the Bible, eds. Earl D. Radmacher and Robert D. Pruess 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984), 299. 

1Quoted from Henry Morris, "The Literal Week of Creation," in 
BTG (May 1998), 1. 

3 john Skinner, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Genesis 
in The International Critical Commentary (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 
1910) 21. 

4 For a good treatment of this point see Victor P. Hamilton, "The 
Book of Genesis Chapters 1-17" in The New International Commen
tary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Pub
lishing Company, 1990), 115-117. 
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Do-lt-Yourself Theology? 
By Bill Lockwood 

Arecent edition of the Dallas Morning News 
(Apr. 4, '98) featured an article about Ray 
Dykes, a non-conformist minister whose "per

sonal pastor program," labelled "Bringing Faith to 
Conscious Expression" challenges just about every
thing that many church members believe. "Heavy on 
questions, light on doctrine and a bulldozer aimed at 
religious ideas revered by generations" the "personal 
pastor" from Oklahoma City encourages his seminar 
participants to "build their own theology. You need 
clay and you need straw to build a brick. The clay is 
your own experience. And the straw is other people's 
ideas. When a piece of straw that fits your clay comes 
drifting by, you reach out and grab it. Let the rest 
float by." His goal is "to help people knock down the 
walls between what they are supposed to believe and 
what they actually believe." 

Tenets of Dykes' Theology 
First, Dykes challenges the biblical concept of God. 
The Oklahoma City pulpiteer preaches that each in
dividual needs to "redefme" God according to his or 
her own experiences in life. These "experiences of 
God might come from other people, nature, fairy 
tales, from a moment with a pet, even in 
lovemaking." Thus, positive experiences define God 
in a positive way but in contrast Dykes says too 
many people "hate God because they base their con
cept of God on people who abused them." His own 
definition of God "keeps on changing." 

Second, Dykes questions the integrity of the Bible. 
I know there are errors and contradictions in the Bible 
because I have found them." Doctrines in the Bible 
such as "hell" are therefore jettisoned in this ministry. 

Third, Dykes crafts his own definition of what is a 
Christian. "A Christian is a person who has experi
enced - spiritually - the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ." "Spiritual death," in this approach, be
comes merely a "despair and grappling with mortality 
that comes in middle-age, sometimes earlier." "People 
who never experience such a death never become 
'Christians,' he says, but they are no less loved by 
God. 'They are the innocents."' 

Fourth, "heresy" is the rejection of this approach 
to the Bible. "The No. 1 heresy in American Chris-
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tianity today is that there is only one concept of the 
nature of God .•. The No. 2 heresy is that there is 
only one concept of the will of God." As a matter of 
fact, "you can disagree with other theological pil
grims, but you can't say they're wrong," he con
tends. "When you do that, you're playing God." 

What Shall We Say to These Things? 
First, Dykes' worldview is faithless. John Shelby 
Spong, a renegade Episcopal bishop from Newark, 
New Jersey, teaches an identical system to Dykes. 
Spong tells us in his Rescuing the Bible From Funda
mentalism that the "Bible is wrong" (p. 26); "the Bible 
is a myth" (p. 31); "God" is merely a thought in our 
minds and is not a personal entity of real essence for 
"God is within us" (p. 33). "I do not believe in God" 
(p. 69); "Jesus was only a human" (p. 143) but is a 
"doorway into the love and meaning we call God" (p. 
143); and that the Bible is a "myth." Dykes' "defini
tion of God" keeps on changing because our concept 
of God is shaped by our "experiences." Wherein does 
this differ from atheism, which teaches that God is not 
an eternal personality with distinct attributes? 

Both Dykes and Spong are merely playing 
word-games that cannot help us. When we ask the 
question, "Is there a God? •.• We don't want answers 
that help us merely because we believe them. We 
want to be comforted because our answers to these 
questions are really true. For the wise person of vir
tue, a life well lived is based on the truth, not on a 
placebo" (Michael J. Wilkins and J.P. Moreland in 
Jesus Under Fire. p. 6). Or, in the words of Ravi 
Zacharias, "Here again, as in the struggle against a 
moral law, anti-theistic thinkers argue in a circle and 
give an answer that flies in the face of reason. How 
can thinking men and women ever be given ultimate 
hope when life itself is death-bound? Any hope im
parted is only realized by robbing reality to pay ap
pearances" (Can Man Live Without God?, p. 50). 
Like the emperor's new clothes, the cloaking of a 
godless religion with biblical terms does not really 
cloak the nakedness of an empty atheism. The same 
can be said with the term Christian. Once the au
thority of scriptures is rejected, "Christian" becomes 
merely what we want it to mean. There is no signifi-



cant content to the term in Dykes' method. 
Second, like all unbelievers, Dykes begins by criti

cizing the Bible. He claims that he knows of "errors" 
in the Bible. Bishop Spong speaks of "contradictions" 
which fill the text. "The Bible is wrong" (Rescuing the 
Bible, p. 26). The biblical text is said to be filled with 

· "myths." But this awareness, said Dykes on the phone 
to me, "Makes us appreciate and love the Bible all the 
more." 

The world of so-called scholarship applies the 
term myth as applied to the sacred text. Jarl Fossum 
gives a "typical" definition. "They [stories of Jesus' 
miracles] are not intended to recount history, an ac
tual event, but to convey a religious message" (Bible 
Review, April 1994, p. 17; as quoted by Habermas, 
in Jesus Under Fire, p. 125). In this re-classification 
Spong declares that the message of the resurrection 
is "not that Jesus literally arose, but that even the 
barrier of death must not deter our quest." Gospel 
writers did not intend to teach the literal bodily res
urrection of Jesus, but for Dykes the resurrection of 
Christ means that those "grappling with mortality 
that comes in middle age" (spiritual death) can 
"come to life again" (resurrection). So, if you pass 
through the mid-life crisis successfully, you experi
ence the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. The 
resurrection of Jesus "is not literal" (p. 181) but he 
was raised "on the third eschatological day" (p. 124) 
for "we must journey beyond and beneath the 
words" of the text according to Spong (pp. 144-45), 
to learn the message of the Bible. 

If this is the proper way to handle the text, then 
why criticize the accounts of the Bible? Why charge 
any part of the Bible as being historically "inaccu
rate"? If the accounts were written with a "hidden 
meaning" or "allegorizing" style, then the Bible can
not rightly be criticized on the basis of being histori
cally "inaccurate." Who examines a fairy tale with 
skepticism as to whether or not the material is accu
rate? In truth, critics want it both ways. He who criti
cizes the Bible as historically inaccurate recognizes a 
claim to historicity. That contradicts the effort to 
come back to the same texts and declare that they 
were never written with the intention of being taken 
"literally" but rather fit into the category of "mytho
logical." 

Third, Dykes speaks of "heresy." To this non
conformist who accepts seemingly any and every 
doctrine and encourages people to take ideas of oth
ers that float around like straw and graft them into 
our thinking, it is strange to hear him speak of 

"heresy" or false doctrine. What is error, if there is 
no truth? In fact, Dykes here bootlegs the concepts 
of truth and error from the "traditional" view of the 
Bible so that he may critique those who disagree 
with him. This also is like Spong who uses "logic" to 
attack the Bible ("contradictions invalidate the 
Bible") but who invites all to scrap the concept of 
logical analysis of the text. Self-contradictory again. 
In truth, those who set themselves against the Bible 
in "do-it-yourself-theologies" always seem to fall 
upon their own sword. 2705 East Travis 

Marshall, TX 75670 
(Editor's comment: Reading this made me won

der what Andre [Mary-was-a-sexually-questionable
woman] Resner, Randall Harris, Tom Olbricht, and 
Carroll Osburn would say to Spong and Dykes. Os
burn, remember, says that some of the Bible is myth 
and some of it is borrowed from Pseudepigraphicwrit
ers [see Osburn's book, The Peaceable Kingdom]. In 
other words, some of uour" guys are not far behind 
Spong and Dykes, and maybe neck-and-neck with 
them. Let parents who send their kids to Abilene, 
Malibu, Searcy, and Nashville for an eeeducation" take 
note. This is neither a joke nor a laughing matter!) 
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Dead or Alive 
By J. E. Choate 

What about the 1998 Nashville Jubilee? 
Facts are the handmaidens of truth. Even 
the sociopath liar cannot operate without 

facts. 
Phillip Morrison wrote that Jubilee was almost 

the victim of its own success, having grown so large 
that no one congregation could commit to the finan
cial and people resources it needed. So, according to 
Morrison, Jubilee was in danger of being a splendid 
failure. Phillip wrote prior to Jubilee 1998 that "Ju
bilee is here, bigger and better then ever." Like the 
man whose unfinished tower mocked him, Phillip 
must now "eat his own crow." 

The claim that Jubilee outgrew the Nashville 
Convention Center does not jibe with the facts. Jubi
lee '98 from '97, using their inflated numbers, was 
down in attendance about 8,000. My estimate of the 
peak Friday-evening attendance was 5000, plus or 
minus a few. Thousands of empty seats soared all 
around to the roof of the arena. 

Rubel Shelly wrote in the July 8 Woodmont Hills 
Bulletin, Love/ines~ that Jubilee '98 was a wonderful 
experience. "Without a Max Lucado to pull in the 
denominations by the busloads," Shelly admitted Ju
bilee '98 was not as large[?] as '97. The inept staged 
theatrics of Jeff Walling just did not go over in the 
"Athens of the South," home of great colleges and 
Universities and site of numerous church spires. 

How This Writer Sees Jubilee 
Jubilee '97 was the "Mother of all Jubilees." Every
thing is down hill form there. Based on leading indi
cators and symbols (semiosis), Jubilee 1998 will be 
marked by Restoration historians as the Jubilee that 
stripped away the last shred of hypocrisy that Nash
ville-Christian-Jubilee has one thing in common 
with the traditional churches of Christ. 

Max Lucado dealt the final coup de grace to the 
old Jubilee with his Lubbock radio sermon 
a ust-say-the-sinners-prayer-to-be-saved) even be
fore he got to Nashville last year. Rubel Shelly tried 
to put a clever spin on the matter claiming Lucado 
does believe in baptism. Of course Max Lucado be
lieves in baptism just like the Baptists believe in bap
tism. We must not remain silent while the hordes of 

1 o ~rr:.ew!':~d!~!: 

"Gog and Magog" wantonly storm the walls of the 
traditional churches of Christ because some brethren 
are hung up about name-calling. 

Reality Check 
Facts are stubborn things. They just do not go away. 
The Nashville Jubilee was incorporated (Feb. 17, 
'89) with the expiration date of "perpetual." The 
charter was revised Ouly 20, '92) and re-named 
"Christian Jubilee, Inc. The Christian Jubilee charter 
was administratively dissolved by the State of Ten
nessee (Nov. 18, '94) for failure of Jubilee officers to 
file the annual fiscal report with the Tennessee State 
Department. 

This neglect is neither a "venial" nor a "mortal" 
sin - just sloppy. This information was made avail
able when Phillip Morrison put on the ACU Internet 
Bible Server that contrary to speculation there 
would be Jubilee '98: "We have now revised the by
laws of Christian Jubilee, Inc., to provide for a board 
comprised of four elders of supporting churches." 
Christian Jubilee was operating again as a bona fide 
corporation after Aug. 22, '97. 

Ten Years of Jubilee History 
Jubilee spokesmen in past years envisioned an an
nual grand-national-gathering of churches of Christ. 
An ideal model, which Rubel Shelly, et al, had in 
mind, was the North American Christian Convention 
sponsored by the Independent Christian Church. 
Since 1927, The Independent Disciples have enjoyed 
a great annual joyous homecoming with crowds of 
ten thousand and upwards marked by unity, love, 
and loyalty to their denomination. 

The Jubilee brain trust operates with two major 
agendas in mind- (1) to destroy the biblical iden
tity of the traditional (biblical) churches of Christ. 
And, (2), to create a postmodern Church of Christ 
denomination structured along the lines of the Fos
ter/Hughes thesis that the postmodern Church of 
Christ denomination is rooted in an early 19th cen
tury Restoration sect. 

The Nashville news media picked up on that Ju
bilee story in 1991 and each Jubilee since has had its 
own "horror" stories. Jubilee '98 was no exception. 



The Tennessean ran just one article on the opening 
day of Jubilee written by the religious editor, Ray 
Waddle, "Opponents Decry Church Conference." 
The first line reads, "Jubilee is back, and so are the 
critics." A separate local news item reads, "Jubilee is 
drawing jeers and cheers." 

What is of provocative interest is the 
yellow-brick road leading up to each Jubilee "spec
tacular." Their biggest play came in '97 when Jubilee 
was staged in the glittering pleasure dome of pol
ished glass and steel in downtown Nashville. They 
hoped to outshine the 1922 Hardeman Tabernacle 
sermons and the more recent Willard Collins meet
ings. What a "bust" to compare Max Lucado to N.B. 
Hardeman and Jeff Walling to Willard Collins! 

Forty billboards leading into the city announced 

Come study with us ... 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

What you will find ••• 
• A balanced program. 
• A strong biblical emphasis. 
• A well-qualified faculty (academically and in preach

ing experience). 
• A two-year program with a minimum of 100-semester 

hours of college-/eve/ work. 
• No tuition is charged, and some assistance is avail

able to needy students. 
• One of the pioneer schools of preaching, training men 

to preach since 1969. 
• Approved for V.A. benefits. 
• Write or call today for information/application. 

Special 30th Anniversary Edition 

the coming of Max Lucado to the "Athens of the 
South." Nashville has heard Roy Acuff sing the 
"Wabash Cannonball," in the Ryman, and knows the 
real thing when they see it. The '98 Jubilee's wor
ship dramatics, by comparison, came off looking 
pretty silly. Just think, the Jubilee roster of speakers 
is loaded with Bible professors from our schools. 

Lipscomb University's Chancellor, Harold Haze
lip, introduced Max Lucado and Jeff Walling in Jubi
lees '97 and '98. Harold Hazelip would be more 
likely to find a home in the company of such men as 
Leroy Garrett, Carl Ketcherside, and Bill Humble. 

One thing that impressed this writer was the fre
quent laughing and applause that greeted Walling's 
humor as he poked fun at the traditional churches of 
Christ. Even the Nashville Jubilee churches are 

With the '99 Lectureship volume we will be celebrating the 30th year of the Florida School of Preaching. This is a sig
nificant milestone, and it is with both humility and gratitude that we pause to express appreciation to all those who 
have made it possible. 
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You may order or reserve the following lectureship books: 
• What Does It Mean To Be A Christian Like Paul? 

(Save $2.00 by reserving your copy at prepublication price of .............................. $13.00 
plus $2.25 p/h or pick up at Lectureship and save.) 

• Meeting The Challenging Tests Of Life (1998) .................................................. $14.00 
• If The Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do? (1997) ..... $14.00 

• You Have Heard It Said ... But The Bible Says (1996) ...................................... $14.00 

• Good News That Troubles The World (1995) .................................................... $13.75 

• The Doctrine Of Christ (1994) .................................................................... Out of print 
Credit cards will be accepted. 

Call (BOO) 320-9780 • email: FSOP@gte.net • web site: http://chdi.com.fsop/ 

Attend our annual lectureship the third full week in January. 
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turned off by these "Punch and Judy" shows. 
The Low Points and High Points of Jubilee 

The low point had to be that this was the most poorly 
attended of all Jubilees. The local church members 
were not interested and did not attend. Ten thousand 
were expected; about half that number came. 

It is an interesting fact that the new Jubilee 
board of directors meets on Tuesdays in Shelly's 
Woodmont Hills Family of God Church to plan the 
fortunes and future of all Jubilees. The word is that 
Steve Flatt and the Madison church are pulling out 
of Jubilee. Does this leave Rubel Shelly in sole con
trol of Jubilee? It figures. We shall see. 

The keynote addresses of Jeff Walling were in
tended to be the high points of Jubilee '98. His 
preachments turned out to be a farce. On the first 
evening he pretended to have a conversation with a 
demon from the "netherworld" who was surprised 
that Jubilee was still going as Satan did not like such 
good things (Walling called it "stuff"). 

On the second evening, there was the gravedigger 
scene with shovel and dirt - followed by an empty 
coffin. ijeff Walling said Rubel Shelly wanted to be in 
that coffin when it was rolled on stage, but the wiser 
Jeff overruled Rubel's suggestion.) 

And what followed next was appalling - the 
scene of one of the saddest stories in the annals of 
America - children murdering children on the 

schoolyard. A female gave a testimonial about 
out-of-the-body experience, and the recitation of the 
soul of one of the murdered children entering heaven. 

Did Jeff Walling think this would go over in Nash
ville? The tears were for the children and their fami
lies, and the disgust was for Walling's staged shenani
gans. 

Jeff Walling threw another monkey wrench into 
Jubilee '98 in the third keynote address with instru
mental music sounding through the huge arena. The 
astounding climax of all was the invitation song by a 
woman soloist accompanied by guitar music. 

Anclln Conclusion 
Rubel Shelly wrote in his July 8 bulletin, "Now it's 
time to mark your calendar for Jubilee '99 .•• at the 
Convention Center/Arena site. Lynn Anderson will 
give the keynote addresses each evening." 

The Friday evening audience would not have 
filled the old Ryman Auditorium across the street 
where N.B. Hardeman preached his Tabernacle ser
mons to packed houses. The 15,000 who came to 
hear WJ.llard Collins 30 years ago dwarfed the Jubi
lee crowds (with the exception of Jubilee '97, which 
still fell short of the Collins event). 

Is Jubilee dead? Many think Lucado killed it and 
Walling and Anderson will preside over its funeral. 

3714 *Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, 1N 37215 

Fp 

Death and Burial 
With broken hearts, we have prepared an hour-long video showing the 

strange behavior at the 1998 Nashville Jubilee. The dirt, the coffm, the instru
ments, the woman preacher giving her testimonial by telephone-patch all cap
tured on this interesting documentary. 

It is free. 

All you have to do is request it. Send your regular mailing address to 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 

P. 0. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269-0192 
or call (281) 469-3102 

and you will be able to watch the weird behavior at the Nashville Arena Con
vention Hall when Jeff Walling put on his ShowTime Worship at Christian Ju
bilee 1998. 
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(We are happy to present this piece as a clarification of some earlier comments made by brother McCord.) 

Knowledge 
By Hugo McCord 

Since only an abnormal person, called by phi
losophers a "nihilist, " would question actual 
knowledge about the existence (1) of the uni

verse; (2) of a person; (3) of a person's mind; and (4) 
of a dependable working of a person's mind, I erred 
in previous lectures in thinking proof is needed. The 
existence of those four realities is self-evident and 
should be taken for granted. 

Furthermore, religious, or salvation knowledge, 
is humanly attainable, for God "wants all men to be 
saved, and to come to a knowledge (epignosis, dis
cernment, recognition) of the truth (1 Tim. 2:4). 
Sadly, some refuse "to have God in their knowledge 
(Rom. 1 :28), and nihilists even deny the possibility 
"of the existence of any basis for knowledge or 
truth" (Webster). Nihilists affirm that nothing exists, 
and if anything does exist, it is unknowable and can
not be communicated. 

But a nihilist who writes that nothing exists is 
present to do his writing; then a reader reads his writ
ing. Yet he contends that communication is impossible 
and that neither he nor his reader is in existence. 

Actually the nihilist affirms the existence of 
knowledge: he writes that he himself knows (?) that 
nothing is knowable. In his saying that he knows 
nothing is knowable, he is affirming omniscience, 
for "we cannot know that nothing is knowable un
less we already know everything" (David Elton 
Trueblood, Philosophy of Religion, p. 57). 

Only God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit have abso
lute knowledge (Psa. 147:5; Rom. 11:33; Col. 2:3; 
and 1 Cor. 2:1 0). Saving knowledge, all the knowl
edge that we need (Eph. 3 :4; 5: 17), is attainable in 
four ways: 

I. On-sight Evidence 
The Hebrew word for knowledge (yadd, to know, 

to perceive) "originally" meant to see (Gesenius). 
Miriam "stood afar off to see [yadd] what would hap
pen to" her baby brother Moses (Ex. 2:4). Similarly, 
the Greek oida, to know, is derived from eido, to see. 

However, illusions are possible: "When the dis
ciples saw him walking on the water, they were 
alarmed, saying, 'A ghost' (phantasma), and they cried 

out in fear" (Matt. 14:26). On another occasion, after 
Jesus' resurrection, when "he himself stood in their 
midst" they "were startled" and became fearful, 
thinking that they were looking at a spirit (pneuma, 
Luke 24:37). 

When the disciples told Thomas, "We have seen 
the Lord" Uohn 20:25), he thought they had had an 
illusion. A week later, when Jesus appeared again to 
the disciples with Thomas present, Thomas was con
vinced they had not experienced a delusion, and he 
heard the Lord say to him, "Because you have seen 
me you have believed" Uohn 20:29). Yes, ~n sight 
evidence brings knowledge: seeing is believing. 

II. The Testimony of Witnesses 
Sometimes eyesight evidence is not available to estab
lish a matter - to impart knowledge. In such cases, 
a matter is decided by the testimony of two or 
more witnesses (Num. 35:30; Deut. 17:6; 19:15; 
Matt. 18:16; 1 Tim. 5:19). 

The resurrection of Jesus' body from Joseph's 
tomb, the most important event in history, was estab
lished by a plurality of witnesses. An apostle said: 

God raised him on the third day, and made him 
visible, not to all of the people, but to witnesses 
who had been chosen before by God: to us, who 
ate and drank with him after he was raised from 
the dead (Acts 10:40-41). 

Soldiers guarding Jesus' tomb were paid to tell a 
lie (Matt. 28: 11-15), and men were bribed to testify 
against Stephen (Acts 6:11), but false witnesses will 
not die to back up their lies. On the other hand, truth
ful witnesses, when a simple lie would save their lives 
would not recant their testimony about the resur
rected Christ. 

Stephen, gnashed with teeth and stoned, as he 
died even prayed for his murderers (Acts 7:54-60). 
Peter, instead of denying that he knew Jesus, as he 
had done (Matt. 26:69-74), was so captured by the 
risen Christ that he asked his killers to crucify him 
upside down "because he was (he said) unworthy to 
be crucified after the same form and manner as the 
Lord was" 0 ohn Fox, Book of Martyrs, p. 4 ). 

When Thomas saw the risen Christ, "Jesus said 
to him, 'Thomas, because you have seen me, you 
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have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed"' ijohn 20:29). Thomas' min
istry in Parthia and in India was ended with a spear 
thrust (ibid.). 

Thousands of dedicated Christians, non-eye wit
nesses, have suffered death for giving testimony 
about Jesus. Antipas was a martyr at Pergamus (Rev. 
2: 13 ). Poly carp at Smyrna , in his trial before the 
consul Marcus Aurelius, February 23, 155, refused 
to recant, saying through flames: 

Eighty-six years I have served him; he has never 
done me wrong; how can I deny him now? 
(Fausett). 

Ill. Rational Deductions 
Irrefutable evidence for knowledge is also found in 
human reasoning: 

An atheist and a Christian, spending a night 
together in a tent on the Sahara Desert, disagreed 
about the existence of God. The atheist said that 
knowledge only comes through our five senses 
(seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, and feeling), 
and since his Christian friend admitted that he 
had never seen, heard, smelled, tasted, or felt 
God, he would have to say that he could not af
firm that he had knowledge that there is a god. 

The next morning, as the atheist looked out 
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their tent door, he said to his friend, 'A camel 
passed here last night.' The Christian asked, 'Did 
you see the camel? Hear, smell, taste, feel of the 
camel?' 'No,' replied the atheist, 'but only a 
camel leaves tracks like these in the sand.' 

'Indeed so,' said the Christian, 'and only God 
leaves such tracks in our universe that we are 
bound to say that we have knowledge that a Cre
ator has been here.' 

Human knowledge of the existence of God is es-
tablished in this way: 

His unseen things- his eternal power and divine 
nature- are clearly seen from the creation of the 
world, being understood by the things that are 
made, so that they [unbelievers] are without ex
cuse (Rom. 1 :20). 

Someone wrote the following: 
An infidel said to a Quaker Friend: "So you walk 
by faith?" 
"Yes, we walk by faith and not by sight." 
The infidel said, "I do not walk by faith, but only 
by my five senses." 
His Quaker friend asked, "Didst thou ever taste 
thy brains?" 
"No." 
"Didst thou ever, hear thy brains?" 
"No. 
"Didst thou ever feel thy brains?" 
"No. 
"Didst thou ever smell thy brains?" 
"No." 
"Didst thou ever see thy brains?" 
"Well, no." 
"Then," said the Quaker friend, "thee hast no 
brains!" 

Yes, rational deductions impart irrefutable knowl
edge. 

IV. Revelation 
The most important area of knowledge is divine rev
elation, for without knowledge from above the cem
etery is the end of a human. Even the sharpest 
minds, with the highest IQ (intelligence quotient), 
can give me no relief when I bury a loved one, or put 
hope in my heart as I die. 

Scholarly men of leading universities indeed 
some of the world's intellectual giants, signed the 
Humanist Manifesto, I and II. The documents are 
egotistical and presumptuous and false in the follow
ing statement, among others: 

Man is at last becoming aware that he alone is 
responsible for the world of his dreams, that he 
has within himself the power of its achievement 
(Humanist Manifesto, I, p. 10). 

The godless and hopeless philosophy of those 
calling themselves "Humanists" originated with the 
Greek sophist Protagoras (480-410 B.C.). He wrote: 
"Man is the measure of all things." 



But Jeremiah (628-586 B.C.) with divine knowl-
edge wrote of man's helplessness: 

is given to you in life, will be opened at the judg
ment, will be remembered forever. It involves the 
highest responsibility, rewards the greatest labor, 
and condemns all that trifle with its holy con
tents. 

0 LORD, I know that the way of man is not in 
himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his 
own steps (10:23, NKJV). 

Thus Jeremiah expressed man's crying need for a 
book from above to give him knowledge how to live 
and how to die in hope! Thank God, there is such a 
book - only one - that imparts all the knowledge 
one needs. 

The famous unbeliever, Robert G. Ingersoll, in 

Under the title, The Bible, an unknown author 
wrote: 

an oration at his brother's grave said: 
Life is a narrow vale between the cold and bar
ren peaks of two eternities. We strive in vain to 
look beyond the heights. We cry aloud, but the 
only answer is the echo of our wailing cry. From 
the voiceless lips of the unreplying dead there 
comes no word; but in the night of death hope 
sees a star and listening love can hear the rustle 
of a wing (w.L. Oliphant and Charles Smith De
bate, p. 7 6). 

This book contains the mind of God, the state of 
man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, 
and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are 
holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are 
true, its decisions immutable. Read it to be wise, 
believe it to be safe, practice it to be holy. It con
tains light to direct you, food to support you, 
comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler's map, the 
pilgrim's staff, the pilot's compass, the soldier's 
sword, the Christian's charter. Here Paradise is 
restored, heaven is opened, the gates of hell dis
closed. Christ is its grand subject, our good its 
design, the glory of God its end. It should fill the 
memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read 
it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of 
wealth, a paradise of glory, a river of pleasure. It 

Paul, writing "in words taught by the Spirit " ex
alted knowledge (I have capitalized the word in the 
following quotes): 

But thanks be to God, who always leads us in 
triumph in Christ, so that we bear the aroma of 
his KNOWLEDGE everywhere (2 Cor. 2:14). 

We are praying that you may be filled with the 
KNOWLEDGE of his will in all spiritual wis
dom and understanding, to please him in every 
way, bearing fruit in every good work, and in
creasing in the KNOWLEDGE of God (Col. 
1:9-10). 12715 SE Main 

Portland, OR 97233 
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8:00 p.m •••••...••••••••••••••••..•.•• Regarding Salvation ................................................... Jack Williams 
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12:00 p.m .•.••....••................... Meal provided at Senior Citizens Center 
2:00 p.m .•..•.•.•••••....•••••••.....• Question/Answer Panel .............•.••••••••••.• Northrop, Whitlock, Price 
3:00 p.m ••......••.•.................. Regarding Worship .......................................................... Marion Fox 
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1:30 p.m ....••........•.........•..... Question/Answer Panel ......•............•.•.......•.......... Hill, Cox, Henson 
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All lectures to be audio and video taped • For housing Information- (580) 658-3186 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

Report on Germany 
By E. Claude Gardner 

From May 21 to June 5, 1998 Delorese and I 
were in Germany where I was in two gospel 
meetings. There were six baptisms and a few 

public acknowledgments. 
The first meeting was at Wurzburg, a city of 

130,000 that dates back about 1000 years, which is 
about 80 miles from Frankfurt. The church began in 
the fifties with a few Germans and the number in 
the German congregation remains small. The church 
meets in the center of the city in rented rooms 
which cost about $900 per month. For several years 
the American congregation has met there and most of 
these are American soldiers and their families. Pres
ently there are 20 families. The number changes be
cause of the rotation cycle of the soldiers. The usual 
stay is three years. 

On Sunday when the meeting began we had 73 
present. The preacher is Franz Weiss, a native Ger
man, who has been there since 1974. He is an alum
nus of Freed-Hardeman. He is one of about five or 
six native German preachers in all of Germany. 

During the meeting three soldier's wives were 
baptized. For several weeks before the meeting a 
Christian lady who is in the military invited them into 
her home for a Thursday afternoon Bible study taught 
by brother Weiss. She is Erica Graves Melomontoya, 
a graduate of Freed-Hardeman. Another Freed- Har
deman graduate attends at Wurzburg. She is Michelle 
McMurphy. At the second meeting another mili
tary couple, Tony and Brenda Crowell, who are 
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Freed-Hardeman alumni, were in at
tendance. 

The second meeting was at 
Schweinfurt, Germany. The meeting 
was held in a military chapel on the 
Conn Base. Regularly the church 
meets in a sports club, a part of mil
itary property. All members of the 
congregation are in the military. Rod Rutherford 

For decades American soldiers have been sta
tioned in many places in Germany. The number has 
been as high as 230,000 but now it is 90,000. Several 
bases have been closed. It is likely that soldiers will be 
there for many more years for peace keeping in Eu
rope as a part of NATO. Some of the brethren have 
assignments in Bosnia, Croatia, and Macedonia. Also, 
they continue much training in Germany. Often the 
soldiers must go to the "field" for a few weeks, which 
is a hardship on their families and the church. 

It was impressive to see and know how faithful 
and dedicated the American soldiers and their fami
lies are so far away from home. Parents and home 
congregations can be duly proud of them. However, 
sadly there are Christians stationed abroad who 
never attend worship. I met one soldier who came 
from Virginia and had been there two years and had 
not attended church. 

Germany is prospering extraordinarily and this 
may account in part for the unconcern by the people 
for the gospel. They are steeped either in Catholi
cism or Lutheranism. As one passes through the vil
lages it is usual to see one church steeple and likely 
no other group meets. 

The German farmers are some of the best in the 
world. I have never seen any more beautiful fields 
and vineyards. In the village where we stayed I vis
ited in the old part a residence where the living quar
ters and farm animals were together. In this farmer's 
barn connected to his house he had a small dairy of 
five cows. 

At Wurzburg I did not see any slums. On Sundays 
the stores are closed. Gas is $3.50 per gallon or more. 



This· is my third trip to Germany, and I ponder 
why the church has not increased more in the last 50 
years. Fifty years ago brother Otis Gatewood and 
others started the work in Germany; and it flour
ished, but now it is harder to convert the native 
people. The bright spot is the work and worship of 
the American military soldiers in several places. 

It was of interest to note the German kind of social 
security. The employee pays 42.4 % of the income as 
follows- 13.9% for sick insurance (doctors, hospi
tal, medicine for free); 20.3% for retirement, 6.5% 
for unemployment; 1. 7% for special health care. The 
employer (including the church) matches this 
amount. The employee also pays an income tax. 

Since we were in driving distance I wanted to go 
to Nuremberg, the location for the War Criminal Tri-

als after World War II. We saw the courtroom where 
24 Nazis were tried by the prosecution led by the 
American Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Jackson 
between November 20, 1945, and October 1, 1946. 
We saw the exact location where they sat together 
during the trial. The verdicts were 12 sentences to 
death by hanging, 7 sentences to life imprisonment or 
lesser terms, and 3 acquittals. The last criminal, Hess, 
died in 1987. Reviewing this historical event was 
meaningful to me because it seems that these Nazis 
and Hitler were responsible for the death of my 
brother, Stanley, in Germany in April1945 and also 
thousands of others. Justice was meted out for their 
atrocities. 

372Mill St. 
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Authentic or Fake? 
By Wayne Jackson 

Did certain disciples of Christ perform genu
ine miracles in the first century, or were they 
mere tricksters who deceived the multi

tudes? If we profess to be serious students, we are 
not allowed to merely speculate about the matter. 
We must examine carefully the evidence and draw 
reasonable conclusions. 

Let us consider a case in the book of Acts. In the 
territory of Samaria, there was a "sorcerer" by the 
name of Simon, who "amazed the people" with his 
magic, attempting to leave the impression that he was 
a "great one" who represented the power of God 
(8:9-10). He had a significant reputation and his in
fluence apparently was profound. File that away. 

Phillip went to Samaria and there established the 
cause of Christ (8 :5 ff). When the church in Jerusalem 
heard of this success, they dispatched Peter and John 
to impart miraculous gifts to the infant church so that 
it might have the means of growing towards maturity 
(8:14ff). The New Testament documents had not yet 
been composed. These apostles therefore came and 
"laid their hands" on certain of the Samaritan Chris
tians, imparting unto them the ability to confirm their 
gospel teaching with signs (cf. Mark 16:20). 

Now here is the significant point. "When Simon 
saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands 
the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 

saying, 'Give me also this power, that on whomsoever 
I lay my hands, he may receive the Holy Spirit'" 
(8:19). 

Here is the intriguing question: Why did Simon 
desire to have the ability possessed by the apostles, 
when he himself already enjoyed a great reputation 
as one who demonstrated the "power of God" (v. 
1 0)? The answer is simple but compelling. There 
was such a vivid contrast between the cheap tricks 
that Simon was able to effect, and the stunning 
miracles of the apostles that this charlatan conceded 
the difference. He wanted to buy that which he did 
not possess! This is very strong evidence, from a 
most unusual source, of the validity of the apostles' 
ability to do that which was truly miraculous. 

In conclusion, here is a valuable principle to re
member in considering the nature of evidence. 
When evidence comes from a hostile source (as in 
the case of Simon) it is much more powerful than 
when it comes from a friendly source. The conclu
sion is overwhelming. The apostles did document 
their teaching with valid miracles. Christianity is the 
world's true religion. It is backed by evidence, not 
wistful speculation. 

P. 0. Box 55265 
Stockton, CA 95205 
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First Annual 
Lubbock Lectureship 

-October 11-15, 1998-

The Faith Once for All DeUvered 

Sunday, October 11 Wednesday, October 14 
9:00 a.m •••••.•• By What Authority? .•.••.•.•• Michael Hatcher 9:00 a.m •••••••• Worship In Spirit and In Truth 

10:00 a.m •...•..• The Faith Once for All Delivered ............................................. Michael Wyatt 
.......................................... Gordon Brewer 10:00 a.m .•••..•• Teach and Admonish One Another ••••••••••••• 

2:00 p.m •••.••.• The Sect Spoken Against •••. Eddie Whitten ..................................... Joseph D. Meador 
3:00 p.m •••.•.•• Forsake Not the Assembly •.• R. L. Popejoy 11 :00 a.m •••••••• Ascertaining Bible Authority 
4:00 p.m ••••••.• God Does Answer Prayers •....• Bob Berard .................................................. Don Tarbet 
7:00 p.m ...•.•.. The Church of Christ .............• Curtis Cates 2:00 p.m ....•..• Satan and His Origin •••••.••••••• Lester Kamp 
8:00 p.m ••.••... According to the Pattern ••....••• Marvin Weir 3:00 p.m ..•.•.•• Shall We Join 'Promise Keepers'? 

Monday, October 12 ............................................... Dub McClish 
9:00 a.m •••.•.•• The Lord's Supper ..................••..• Ken Free 4:00 p.m .•.••••• Discussion Forum ••.•...•..•..•..•• Dub McClish 

10:00 a.m •••••••• Hell and Eternal Punishment .•• Don Walker 7:00 p.m •••••••• Our Common Salvation 
11:00 a.m •••••••• Prove All Things ••••••••.•••••••••• Kevin Rhodes ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tommy J. Hicks 
2:00 p.m •••..••• Love and Tolerance ••.....••••.•• Bob Sweeten 8:00 p.m •••••••• The One Baptism ••••••••••• Stephen Wiggins 
3:00 p.m •.•.••.• How the Holy Spirit Works Today Thursday, October 15 

............................................... David Brown 9:00 a.m •••••••• Mark Those Causing Divisions 
4:00 p.m ..••..•. Discussion Forum •••...•••••••.••.• David Brown .............................................. Roelf Ruffner 
7:00 p.m •••••••• Legalism and Uberallsm •• Terry Hightower 10:00 a.m .••••••• Repent: the Forgotten Command 
8:00 p.m •••••••• Faith and Works •.•.•.•.•••.•.•. Lindell Mitchell ............................................. Eddie Parrish 

7llesday, October 13 11:00 a.m ...•.•.• Have No Fellowship ••••••••••• Jesse Whitlock 
9:00 a.m .••.••.• Preach the Word •••.••..•..•.••...• Michael Light 2:00 p.m ••.•.••• Halt Between Two Opinions 

10:00 a.m ••.•.••. The Unity of the Spirit •..•••.• Robert Dodson ............................................... Kent Watson 
11 :00 a.m •••••••• Traditions of Men and of God 3:00 p.m ••.•.••• What Are Salvation Matters? •••••••••••••••••••••• 

••.•.•••••••••••••.•••••••.......••..•••••• Daniel Denham •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••• Garland Elkins 
2:00 p.m •••••••• Ye Shall Know the Truth •••• Gary Summers 4:00 p.m ••••.••• Discussion Forum •••••••••••••• Garland Elkins 
3:00 p.m •••••••• Women, Worship, and Work •.• Jerry Moffitt 7:00 p.m •••••••• Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 
4:00 p.m •••••••• Discussion Forum ••••.•••••••••••••• Jerry Moffitt ................................................. Gary Colley 
7:00 p.m •••.•••• Law and Grace .•.••••. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 8:00 p.m •••••..• The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ••••••••••••••••• 
8:00 p.m •••••••• The Love of God •••••••••..•••••••• Oran Rhodes ............................................ Darrell Conley 
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Congregational singing at 6:30p.m. each evening. 

Free housing In members' homes • Special motel rates • Free RV spaces 
Exhibits display • Attended "pre-schoolers• nursery 

Lectureship book containing al/35 lectures • Audio and video tapes of all lectures available 
For more Information: (806) 794-5008 or (806) 798-1019. 

-ToJDJDy J. Hicks, Director-

Presented by the 

Southside Church of Christ 
8501 Quaker Avenue • R 0. Box 644430 • Lubbock, Texas 79464 



Thoughts for Christian Women 

Wise Conduct 
By Irene C. Taylor 

I will be.have myself.wi~ely in a perfect way .... 
I will walk w1thm my home with a 
perfect heart (Psa.l 01 :2). 

This psalm is attributed to David, described as 
being a man after God's own heart in 1 Samuel 
13:14. Though not perfect, he made God the central 
aim of his life - this should be the aim of everyone. 

David recognized that it was possible to walk un
wisely. He realized that to avoid such a path meant 
one must choose to walk in a perfect way with a per
fect heart. To do so meant the elimination of wicked 
distractions. Note some of the specific areas to 
which attention is directed. 

"I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes" (v. 
3). It does matter what we see! The reading material 
upon which our eyes feast influences what is re
corded in our hearts and thus is reflected in our out
look and actions. The eyes that record the seedy, 
pornographic view of life fill the mind with such and 
cause it to disdain the pure and holy. What we read 
and what we watch on the big and little screen influ
ences us more than we may admit. It seems unwise 
to provide a private television for the bedrooms of 
our children in view of the many unwholesome pro
grams available. Sharp young minds often learn to 
circumvent the blackout control which provide par
ents with false security. Know what your child reads 
and sees. 

"I will not know a wicked person" (v. 4). "Be not 
deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals" 
(1 Cor. 15:33). The psalmist writes, "Blessed is the 
man that wa/keth not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful" (Psa. 1:1- emphasis added). 
Note the danger of evil associations. We begin by an 
occasional association with those of the world, per
haps "spectating" a questionable activity. We may be
lieve ourselves strong enough not to be affected. Once 
the barrier is broken, however, a repeat association is 
easy. Before we know it we have moved to "standing" 
right in the middle of the activity. It no longer seems 
so evil; in fact it appeals to us. Suddenly, we find 

ourselves "sitting" right in the mid
dle of it - participating and enjoy
ing it right along with the world. We 
placed ourselves in the path of temp
tation rather than fleeing. Paul knew """""_,.,.,~ 

the danger of flirting with tempta
tion. He warns, "Abstain from all 
appearance of evil" (1 Thess. 5 :22). 
The wise man of Proverbs admonishes us to "Enter 
not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way 
of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and 
pass away" (Prov. 4: 14-15). Wise are the parents who 
heed such warnings rather than permitting sons and 
daughters to participate in the school dance, mixed 
swimming parties, etc. in the wish to be accepted and 
popular. There is no way of chaperoning wrong into 
right! 

"He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within 
my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my 
sight" (v. 7). Honesty is not the best policy. It is the 
only policy. It is unwise to associate with dishonest 
people lest we be influenced by them to lower our 
own standards. "Provide thinqs honest in the sight of 
all men" (Rom. 12:17b). The word of the Christian 
should still be as good as his bond. 

"I will early destroy all the wicked of the land; that 
I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the 
Lord" (v. 8). Christians should be in the forefront in 
the battle for truth and right. God has no place for 
compromise. It is interesting that the warning against 
supporting the false teacher in his teaching is ad
dressed to the elect lady- a woman (2 John 9-11). 
Are we guilty of doing such today? God forbid! 

"Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, 
that they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a 
perfect way, he shall serve me" (v. 6) . We, like David, 
should choose to walk with the faithful. "Be kindly 
affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in 
honor preferring one another (Rom. 12: 10). 

P.O. Box 464 
Ripley, 1N 38063 

FF 

September 1998 19 
Firm Foundation 



Firm Foundation Lectureship 
-September 20-23, 1998- . 

-The Minor Prophets-

Sunday, September 20 
9:00 a.m ............ Introduction of the Minor Prophets ........................................... Eddie Whitten 

10:00 a.m ............ The Minor Prophets' Role in God's Plan for Man ................ Keith Mosher Jr. 
7:00 p.m ............ An Overview of the Minor Prophets ......................................... Perry Cotham 

Monday, September 21 
10:00 a.m ............ The Prophet of Proper Preparation (Hosea) ......................... Charles Cochran 
11 :00 a.m ............ A Glad Day to Come (Zephaniah) ............................................. Tommy Hicks 
1:30 p.m ............ The Goodness and Severity of God (Joel) .................................... B. J. Clarke 
2:30p.m ............ Prescription for Famine (Amos) .................................................. David Hester 
3:30 p.m ............ Questions and Answers ................................................. Hicks, Clarke, Hester 
6:30 p.m ............ Singing 
7:00 p.m ............ Universality of God's Justice (Amos) .......................................... David Pharr 

Tuesday, September 22 
10:00 a.m ............ Comfort for the Afflicted (Obadiah) ..................................... Michael Hatcher 
11 :00 a.m ............ The Reluctant Prophet (Jonah) ............................................... Lindell Mitchell 
1 :30 p.m ............ The Recompense of Religious Injustice (Micah) ...................... Bobby Liddell 
2:30p.m ............ The Vindication of Vengeance (Nahum) ...................................... John Daniels 
3:30p.m ............ Questions and Answers .......................................... Mitchell, Liddell, Daniels 
6:30 p.m ............ Singing 
7:00p.m ............ The Just Shall Live by Faith (Habakkuk) ..................................... Gary Colley 

Wednesday, September 23 
10:00 a.m ............ Spiritual Adultery and Its Causes (Hosea) ....................................... Jim Lewis 
11:00 a.m ............ Reconstructing Israel's Worship (Haggai) ................................. Ronnie Hayes 
1:30 p.m ............ A Voice of Vision (Zechariah) ...................................................•...... Ken Willis 
2:30 p.m ............ Saving the Integrity of a Nation (Malachi) ....................... Waymon Summers 
3:30p.m ............ Questions and Answers ............................................. Hayes, Willis, Summers 
6:30 p.m ............ Singing 
7:00 p.m ............ He That Hath an Ear, Let Him Hear ............................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
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How Many? 
By Ken Gardner 

Members of the New Testament church rec
ognize and condemn denominationalism. 
Sectarians manifest man's stubbornness 

and rebellion, and are enemies of the Lord's church. I 
remember as a youngster hearing there were over 25 0 
denominations in America. Then one day I heard 
someone say there were over 300 religious bodies, 
and sometime later a preacher wrote that there were 
over 400. I asked myself, Who's doing the counting? 

A Goodhousekeeping article in 1980 was entitled 
"The 1,200 Religions in America." It listed all 1200! 
Get a load of some of America's "religions": the 
Kennedy Worshipers (people who worship John F. 
Kennedy), the Ministry of Universal Wisdom (folks 
who believe in flying saucers), the Church of What's 
Happening Now {it's not comedian Flip Wilson's 
made-up church), and the Holy Ghost Repair Service. 
The Baptists had 72 groups, the Catholics at least 30. 
There were 14 flying-saucer groups, 5 homosexual 
organizations, 34 Jewish groups, a dozen mail-order 
churches, 8 divisions of Satanism, 26 witchcraft 
groups, and a Moral Re-Armament church. The Pente
costals seem more divided than anyone - there are 
129 Pentecostal denominations (and they're trying to 
convince us God talks directly to them - either 
they're awfully confused, or God is). The Pentecostals 
include the Neverdies (I guess they've been around a 
long time), the Fire-Baptized Church (ouch!), the 
Church of the Little Children ( we ought to call some 
of our business meetings - "Business Meeting of the 
Little Children"), and two snake-handler groups 
{they don't call themselves the "Neverdies"). 

Several years ago the World Christian Encyclope
dia listed 20,800 denominations, and US News and 
World Report stated that "in 1985 the number of de
nominations surpassed 22,000, with an average of 
five new ones organized each week." 

How many denominations are there? I don't 
know, and, frankly, I don't care. Religious organiza
tions can be divided and sub-divided endlessly. If 
there's only one counterfeit church, that's too many. 

All I care about is the one church of the New Tes
tament-the church Jesus built (Matt. 16:18), the one 
Jesus heads {Eph. 1:22; Col. 1:18), the one Jesus died 

for {Eph. 5 :25), the one Jesus purchased with his 
blood (Acts 20:28). I am interested in the church Jesus 
loves, cherishes, sanctifies, cleanses {Eph. 5 :22-32), 
the one Jesus saves {Eph. 5 :23), the one body (Eph. 
4:4). The believer is baptized into that one body (1 
Cor. 12: 13). The saved are added to the church of 
Christ (Acts 2:4 7). It is the glorious church that should 
have neither spot, wrinkle nor blemish (Eph. 5:2 7). 

God's Word says there is only one church. The 
scripture adamantly condemns religious division 
(Rom. 16:17-18; 1 Cor. 1: 10-13). Christians ear
nestly implore all to leave the multiplied, man-made 
religious organizations, explicitly follow the New 
Testament, and be a part of the one church for which 
Jesus died. 3939 Merriman Dr. 

• 2-year collegiate program 

" Part-time, evening courses only 

Plano, TX 75074 
FF 

" Equipping men and women to serve 
more effectively in their home congregation 

• Part of the Educational Ministry 
of the University Hills Church of Christ 

• Next term commences September 1998 

Call or write for a free school catalogue 

Rick Brumback 
Director 
7506 Ed Bluestein Blvd. 
Austin, Texas 78723 
(512) 926-2431 
(512) 926-7013 fax 
email: uhcoc@flash.net 
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Potpourri ••. 

Thanks for all the kind letters of encourage
ment (and for one or two letters of correc
tion). We gain as much from one as from the 

other, though the former is easier reading than the 
latter, but the latter is probably more beneficial. 

Anyway, every sincere attempt to make our ef
forts more productive of civility and morality is 
deeply appreciated and gratefully acknowledged. 
Constructive evaluation of our efforts to preach and 
defend the truth is a superb asset to our work. 

Again, thank you. Sorry there is not room to 
name and print all of the worthwhile missives that 
come our direction, but please know that each mes
sage gives us hope and improves our work. There is 
a bond between editor, writer, and readers. We come 
to know and love one another. When you have read 
from someone over a period of time, you feel like 
you know him - and you probably do. 

On a hot summer day {this is being written in the 
middle of June and it's better than 100 degrees in 
the shade), I set my computer to record some of the 
quirks of the day - "We like eccentrics. We just 
don't like them living next door." Or, as Mark Twain 
said, "Be virtuous and you will be eccentric." 

Okay - here we go! 

Feminists 
®A new book on the market, Domestic Tranquil

ity, by Carolyn Graglia (expect to hear more about 
this in the future) is penetrating. She wisely says, "I 
have been happy in every period of my life . Attend
ing college and law school, practicing law, staying at 
home to raise my children, and creating a new life 
once my family responsibilities had largely ended. 
Yet those many years I spent as mother at home from 
the birth of my first child until the last left for col
lege were the best, the ones I would be least willing 
to have forgone." 

Death 
®Cal Thomas (nationally known columnists) 

says, "Residents along Virginia's beaches are prohib
ited by the Endangered Species Act from removing 
dead and rotting sea turtles without government per
mission. Meanwhile, Attorney General Janet Reno 
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announced that the Justice Department will not inter
fere with Oregon's new doctor-assisted suicide law." 

Marriag~ 

@Paige Patterson, newly elected president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, commenting on media 
criticism of an SBC resolution that a married woman 
has "the God-given responsibility to respect her hus
band and to serve as his helper in managing their 
household and nurturing the next generation," said: 
"I've been surprised that anyone would be surprised 
by this." 

Not me - friend - not me! 

Sell defense 
~Adam Scott, a tenth grader at a Hattisburg, 

Miss., high school killed two girls and let the bullets 
fly. The defense was that the devil made him do it. He 
was insane, his lawyers argued, because he had given 

Brown 
Trail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(8 17) 268-3222 



himself to Satanism. Cult-expert Gretchen Passantino 
thinks cult involvement is simply a made-for-trial le
gal excuse. She commented, "The proliferation of 
more violent and less controlled behavior on the part 
of younger perpetrators says more about the decline 
of our culture and our social expectations than it does 
about Satan's power" (Source: World, June 20, 1998). 

Well, maybe the decline of our culture is the re
sult of Satan's power, which is seen in our unravel
ing and rotting moral fiber. It can and should be re
versed by a return to honesty and the fear of God. 

If's four Money 
OThe federal government (National Science 

Foundation) granted $107,000 to Robert S. Wyer, a 
professor at the University of Illinois, to learn why 
people are angered or amused by tasteless humor 
and dirty jokes. 

Gay DIIY at Disney 
GThe Orlando, Fla., Disney Theme Park had a 

Gay Day celebration the second week in June 1998. 
Most events advertised on the gayday.com web site 
are unprintable. The president of the U.S. greeted 
the revelers in the midst of their orgy (a secret rite in 
the cults of ancient Greek or Roman deities, typi
cally involving frenzied singing, dancing, drinking, 
and sexual activity). The nation's chief executive 
commended these sexual perverts for helping Amer
ica rise above "the voices of hatred and prejudice 
[that] drown out the harmony in our national life." 

latherhood 
0 On a highway near Dallas a billboard asks the 

question: "Who's the father?" The idea is for moth
ers to call a toll-free number so a genetics laboratory 
can help them identify the fathers of their children. 

Has it really gotten that bad? 

Discovery? 
OUSA Today Oune 5, 1998) says, "They [scien

tists] appear to have discovered its [the universe] miss
ing mass in subatomic particles called neutrinos." The 
article explains how a team of 120 scientists from Ja
pan and the USA discovered the evidence. "In a $100 
million experiment called Super-Kamiokande, scien
tists studied the particles in a 12.5 million gallon 
stainless-steel-lined tank. The tank contains ultra
pure water and 13,000 light detectors. As neutrinos 
pass through the Earth and then the water, they emit 
a tiny amount of detectable light." 

The Bible says, "In the beginning . . . God said ... 
Let there be light" (Gen. 1:1-3). 

Dobson 
OJames Dobson, speaking to the Southern Bap

tist Convention, lamented a woeful lack of elemental 
Bible knowledge in people and added, "What good 
does it do to build the most magnificent ministry if 
we forget the message" (Chicago Tribune, June 14, 
1998, via Earl Davis). 

Good question. We wonder if the board of direc
tors of the Herald of Truth can answer it. We might 
add, What good does it do if a religious group builds 
a stately cathedral but forgets the message of Christ? 

Gilt and lule 
Cl J .J. Carroll faxed a copy of an article in the 

Dallas Morning News Oune 26, 1998), which said in 
part, "[T]he Vatican said it will sign a joint declara
tion with the world's Lutherans affirming that 
Catholics and Lutherans share a basic understanding 
of how human beings receive God's forgiveness and 
salvation." The document agrees that "forgiveness 
and salvation come only through God's grace and 
that good works flow from that [gift]." In other 
words, salvation is a matter of grace and faith and 
other works of obedience (like baptism, for in
stance). 

We wonder if the professors at ACU, DLU, Har
ding, and Pepperdine will agree that saving grace 
must include works of obedience, or what Paul calls 
"the obedience of faith." It is not a matter of grace 
. or law, but of grace and law. By the way, this also 
leaves Max Lucado out on a limb. 

"Won't wonders never cease?" 

let tiJe Women Keep Silence 
0 Daniel J. Tamayo, who represents himself to be 

a student at Pepperdine University, says in an email, 
"The elders of the Malibu Church of Christ an
nounced that women will lead prayer, take the offer
ing, serve communion, and give the communion 
meditation." 

Reproducible Bible class book for teenagers through adults 

What Makes Us Tick? 
A Study of Personality and tho Blbls 

Invoiced $10.00 + shipping 

Louis Rushmore 
-Toll-free: (888) 725-7883-
e-mall: rushmore01st.net 

Homepage: www2.1st.net/rushmore/ 
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AlA 
OCyber Patrol, which claims to be the largest In

ternet filtering software in the world for blocking 
objectionable material, has blocked the website for 
American Family Association saying that informa
tion provided in opposition to the homosexual 
movement is intolerant. 

Cteatloa 
OChristianity Today (April 27, 1998) reports "A 

new generation of Christian scholars and scientists, 
armed with earned doctorates and a literal view of 
the Genesis Creation narrative, is breathing new life 
into the theory that Earth is thousands, not billions, 
of years old. 

C11rdova 
0 Patsy Fralich Keith, a Memphis newspaper re

porter, in an article about the Cordova Community 
Church says that John Mark Hicks and Gary Ealy 
are co-founders and ministers for the new church. 
She reports that Hicks and Ealy are church of Christ 
ministers, which, they say, is loosely affiliated with 
the church of Christ. The new church is meeting at 
the Harding Academy campus, 8350 Macon Road in 
Memphis. 

Here is the shocker! John Mark Hicks is a pro
fessor of Christian Ethics -I'm not kidding- at 
the Harding Graduate School. Hicks has been on 
faculty at HGS for the past seven years, according to 
Brenda Davis, the sweet-sounding lady who answers 
the phone. John Mark can be reached at (901) 761-
1350, extension 124. Give him a call. He will be 
happy to hear from you. 

Mlortlag Babies 
ODenise Cocciolone, director of the National 

Life Center in Woodville, N.J., on the approval of a 
measure to offer a "Choose Life" specialty license 
plate to let motorists advertise their opposition to 
abortion said, "We promote conserving the birds, 
the ocean, the environment. Why not have a plate 
promoting human life?" 

Good question. ,,. ,,, 
ODouglas Kmiec, Chicago Tribune, May 4, '98 

(thanks to Earl Davis) says, "The abortion pill, RU-
486 •.• is 92 percent effective in ending pregnancies 
of less than 49 days. The holder of the patent on the 
drug ••• promptly pronounced the pill "safe and ef
fective." 

Really? For whom? 

24 ~J!e~!':d!~!! 

Quotes 
ORobert Bellah, University of California at Ber

keley sociologist, said, "The only thing more sacred 
than money, is more money." 

OArkansas governor, Mike Huckabee, com
menting on the Jonesboro tragedy, "It makes me an
gry not so much at individual children that have 
done it as at a world in which such a thing can hap
pen." USA Today headline states it badly: "Who's to 
blame for school shooting? We all are." 

Molules 
0 Margie Haack (World, April 25) says, "God is 

Lord of it. You can build a fortress and God can 
break in or out. You can live on the San Andreas 
Fault and God can heal it. You can be on a collision 
course with a semi and God can float you past. Or 
he may not." 

If, then, God is good, whence cometh evil? 

16 ••• A6 .. Well 
OA debate to look forward to: how should 

transfigured professors, those who have undergone 
sexual operations, be counted in affirmative action 
tallies? 

rheolosr 
OTunothy George, dean of Beeson Divinity 

School at Stanford University, said: 
The most important organs for a theologian are 
his ears! Faith comes by hearing and hearing by 
the word of God •••• The first task of theology is 
to listen - to listen to the Word of God revealed 
••• recorded indelibly in sacred scriptures. 

George also said: 
It is naive to think that polemics can be divorced 
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fro.;. dogmatics, for at the heart of biblical faith 
is the single-minded pursuit of truth, which be
comes clear only in confrontation with compet
ing loyalties and affirmations (Christianity To
day). 

l11r, '"' Away 
G Some astronomers say they have detected a 

galaxy 12.3 billion light-years from Earth (a light
year is the distance light travels in a vacuum in one 
year, about 5.8 trillion miles). 

"The records for most distant galaxies have be
come very fragile," said Bruce Margon, a University 
of Washington astronomy professor. "Once they 
would stand for six or seven years. Now it changes 
to a matter of months" (AP, copyright 1998 Associ
ated Press.) 

Seems like we are getting closer all the time. If 
you start with two people and assume they have five 
married children who in turn have five married chil
dren and assume each generation is 30 years, in just 
under 3,5 00 years you reach the present estimated 
population of planet earth. How interesting! 

Was Jesus Oueer1 
OGene Edward Veith (Word magazine, June 13, 

1998) says an upcoming production, titled Corpus 
Christi, depicts "Jesus as a homosexual with the 12 
disciples as his trayeling harem." The National En
dowment Fund for the Arts (NEA) gave the Manhat
tan Theater Club $125,000.00 to fund the play, 
which begins with a group of homosexual men 
drawing lots for the different roles. One plays 
"Joshua," the Hebrew version of "Jesus," and the 
others adopt the roles of the disciples, as well as the 
Virgin Mary in drag. They even enact the Passion 
Story with a homosexual twist: "Art thou the king of 
the queers?" 

This is supported with your tax dollars. 

W6at a JiHerence 
OGeorge Washington steered clear of the British 

practice of taking mistresses when a middle-aged 
wife sagged in the middle. He made sure that Mar
tha was aware he wore around his neck a locket con
taining a miniature portrait of her. 

How quaint! 

Pails fan 
$Pakistan's blasphemy laws invoke the death 

penalty for words or actions against the Koran or 
Mohammed. Pakistan's multi-faith blasphemy laws 
have gradually been amended to protect only the 
Koran, the prophet Mohammed, and Islam. Anyone 

who insults - directly or indirectly - the "holy per
sonages of Islam" faces three years imprisonment
for the Koran, it is life imprisonment - for the 
Mohammed, it is death." 

Parents 
OCal Thomas, Los Angeles Times Syndicate, 

wrote: 

Parents are going to have to make some deci
sions about their lives and lifestyles if we are go
ing to reclaim our children. When possible one 
parent should stay home with young children. 
Parents should have control over where their 
children are educated, so school choice should 
be a priority. Political leadership should start 
talking about a return to virtue, giving parents 
permission to do what they know, deep in their 
hearts, is right. The major media should stop 
producing violent and sexually immoral films 
and recordings that darken young souls. 

Nilllor 
0 Mr. Kevorkian was forcibly arrested after 

dropping off a dead body at a hospital and refusing 
to answer police officers' questions. Jim 
Marcinkowski, deputy assistant city attorney, said, 
"You don't drop a body and run." 

ligiJt tlte Good llgllt 
0 Harold Lindsell, then editor emeritus of Chris

tianity Today but now deceased, wrote, "A great 
battle rages today around biblical infallibility." 
Looking at the Southern Baptist Convention in 
1976, Mr. Lindsell was appalled by the unwilling
ness of faithful Southern Baptists to force a confron
tation with theological liberalism in their midst. 

Lindsell's remarks triggered a response that 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-;year program 
• 2,800-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Emanuel B. Daughel't7 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P. 0. Box 785 • Moundsvllle, WV 28041-D785 
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caused the Baptists to examine, reject, and throw the 
liberals out of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Many professors in schools of higher learning 
operated by "our" brothers, especially those con
nected with the Christian Scholar's Conference -
guys like John Mark Hicks and Tom Olbricht and 
Carroll Osburn - openly advocate the "historical
critical" method of Bible study and interpretation. 

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 
says of the modern historical-critical school of 
thought: 

On the other hand, a new and intensely aggres
sive radical school has recently come to the 
front, the so-called 'historical-critical,' which 
treats the text and history of the Gospels gener
ally with a recklessness to which no limits can be 
put. It is even doubted if Jesus claimed to be the 
Messiah (Wrede). Sayings are accepted, rejected, 
or mutilated at pleasure. The latest phase of this 
school is the 'Apocalyptic,' which finds the es
sence of Christ's message in His insistence on 
the approaching end of the world (compare 
Schweitzer, Von Reimarus zu Wrede; English 
translation The Quest of the Historical jesus). 

These excesses may not be depended on to cure 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman 
o Literature: Rod Rutherford 
• Bible correspondence Courses: Ray Sullins 
• Campaign follow-up: Ed Crookshank 
o Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 
• Bible Questions: David Amos, Roy J. Hearn 

and Albert McDaniel 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 
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themselves. It is just such spiritual-baloney that 
causes a teaching professor to say that the mother of 
Jesus was "another sexually questionable woman" 
(See "Christmas at Matthew's House" by Andre 
Resner, Wineskins, Nov. 1992, p. 6). 

Makes Sense 
OMr. Michael Jordan, you're too good. We de

mand that you split up your talent so other basket
ball players can have some. 

Associated Press 
ONew Haven, Conn., Yale University has an

nounced it will rename its "Women's and Gender 
Studies" and reorganize the undergraduate major 
into three areas of concentration: Women's Studies; 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Studies; and 
Gender Studies (Chicago Tribune, May 8, '98 -
thanks to Earl Davis). 

Marijuana 
OWhen California legalized medical marijuana 

last year, a cottage industry of about 30 pot clubs 
sprang up to supply "patients." The Oakland Can
nabis Buyers' Club lets members select from 15 dif
ferent grades of pot displayed in glass cases, ranging 
in price from $5 to $16 a gram. There are mari
juana-laced brownies, banana muffins, and cereal 
treats for those who don't like to smoke. 

71Je law 
OThe City of Boerne vs. the Archbishop of San 

Antonio (World. July 12, 1997) is an example of ju
dicial activism. The fallout began immediately. 
Twenty daycare centers in Philadelphia were cited 
for violations of anti-discrimination laws because 
they hired only workers who were professed Chris
tians. In South Carolina, a horne Bible study group 
was charged with violating a zoning ordinance that 
allowed similar meetings for sports and Tupperware 
parties. And several states moved to forbid death
row prisoners from bringing Bibles to religious 
meetings. 

Neeclecl 
OOur age needs a Jesus who makes a whip to 

drive buyers and sellers from the temple ... who 
blasts the unfruitful fig tree ... and talks of crosses. A 
Lord who will not allow us to pick among his 
words, discarding the hard ones and accepting the 
ones that please us. We need a Master who will in
spire moral indignation and make us hate evil and 
love good. 



Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Please explain Hebrews 6:1 as it re
lates to studying the Bible. 

Answer: Hebrews 5: 11-14 provides the contex
tual introduction to Hebrews 6:1. The situation in 
this context is not false doctrine, but rather a spiri
tual stagnation brought about by a lack of study and 
growth in knowledge of the Law of Christ. 

This failure resulted in a feeling of self-satis
faction on the part of Jewish Christians who did not 
understand the need to grow in their spirituality. 
Such feelings of self-satisfaction created an attitude 
of ambivalence and apathy. This was the problem, 
which the Hebrew writer addressed. 

We need to take this warning seriously, having 
true zeal to grow spiritually. By feeding on the words 
of God, we mature and develop - those words "are 
spirit and are life." The Jews in the wilderness either 
ate the manna provided or they died. 

Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, It was not Moses that gave you the 
bread out of heaven; but my Father giveth you 
the true bread out of heaven. For the bread of 
God is that which cometh down out of heaven, 
and giveth life unto the world. They said there
fore unto him, Lord, evermore give us this 
bread. Jesus said unto them. I am the bread of 
life: he that cometh to me shall not hunger, and 
he that believeth on me shall never thirst" Uohn 
6:32-35). 

Jesus explained: 
I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the 
manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is 
the bread which cometh down out of heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the 
living bread which came down out of heaven: if 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: 
yea and the bread which I will give is my flesh, 
for the life of the world Uohn 6:48-51) . 

The bread out of heaven Jesus brought down is the 
teaching, expressed in words, he gave to the world 
Uohn 6:63). Eat or die. 

Each Christian is commanded to study to live a 
life acceptable to God (2 Tim. 2: 15). The Bible is 
God's inspired Word and as we study and personally 
apply the teachings of God through Christ Jesus we 

find our lives (attitudes and lifestyle) changed to re
flect the image of Jesus. It is through a daily, detailed 
study and application of the principles found in the 
Bible that we "grow in Christ." 

Peter says in regard to Christ, we are to "walk in 
His steps," (1 Pet. 2:21). 

We cannot walk in the steps of Jesus if we do not 
know His teachings? Jesus asked: "Why call ye me 
Lord, Lord and do not the things which I say?" 

Christianity, in contrast to the majority of world 
religions, is a "studied" religion. That is, an objec
tive study of the Bible is important rather than reli
ance upon esoteric mysticism. Many Americans are 
indeed very religious, but not in the right way. The 
religious concept of many is emotion based or sub
jective at best. Jesus did not come to establish a new 
religion, nor did he come to encourage men in their 
own brand of religious experimentalism. Instead, he 
came to set men on the one-and-only path which 
leads to Heaven Uohn 14:6). The Word of God is 
the objective standard which unites all Christians 
and perfectly joins them together in the same spiri
tual mind and in the same doctrinal judgment (cf. 1 
Cor. 1:10). 

Finally, the Word of God is designed to make the 
Christian complete or mature (perfect). It is the in
tended design of God's inspired Word to provide the 
stuff from which Christians grow. Paying too much 
attention to the things of the world will cause one to 
loose his soul (1 John 2: 15). We must heed and ap
ply the teachings of God's Word to be effective and 
knowledgeable workers in His kingdom. 

As we purpose to live the Christian life may we 
do so with zeal to go on unto perfection in a study of 
his Word. Hebrews 6:1 provides encouragement 
unto that end. Paul is not saying that we are to aban
don foundational teaching, but that we are to build 
on it. Southwest School of Bible Studies 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78748 

SWSBS@aol.com 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching •••....... Lakeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures .•.....•••••••••••........ Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
I Freed-Hardeman University .•. Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship •...•........ San Antonio, Texas 
3 Cleburne, Texas Forum 
4 North Texas Firm Foundation Lectures 

....•....••.•.........•••••.•.•••.••...••.•..•.•..••..•••••... Talco, Texas 
March 

I El Paso Lectures •.......•••••.•.•.••••••......... El Paso, Texas 
I East Tennessee School of Preaching 

...••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.••.•.•••••.•••• 'Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

•• . .•...•••. ..•. •. . . •• . • . •. . . • ••••••. •. .• .. •. Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures •••••• Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching ... Memphis, Tennessee 

April 
I Northeast Oklahoma Lectures .. Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ••••••..•......•••••• Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

• • •• .• • • • ••• • . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .•• • •• • • •• • •• • • • • •• Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship .•••••••...••••••.••••••• Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

.•.•....••...•.......•••••.•.•••.•..••••.•••• Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures ••••••••.....••••.•.•••••• Marshall, Texas 

May 
I Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

.........•••••.••••.•. .••••.•.••.•.•.....•...•• Cookeville, Tennessee 
I Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•..........•............••••.....•..••.••••••.......•...••• Jerome~ Idaho 
I Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

••.•.•....•.•.••••••••..•.••.•.........•.•••••.•••••• Visalia, California 
I Gulf Coast Lectures •••••...•••.•.••••.••••••• Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee • 

• •• •• • . • • • . • •• •• • • • •••••••••••• ••••... .•••••.• •. • .•. . .• . • Red Oak, Texas 
2 Virginia Bible Lectureship 

•. .•. . . .•. . .•. .• .••••••••••• ••••••• ••••. .•• • Christiansburg, Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures .....•.••••..•••• Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship ............................... Taylor, Texas 

June 
I Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

.................•...•..........•....•..•...•.••.•.•...•... Dayton, Ohio 
I Bell view Lectures •• .•••.••...•••.•..•••••. Pensacola, Florida 
2 Houston College of the Bible Lectures 

•...••.•.••••••......•••.•••........•......•••.•.•....... Houston, Texas 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship ••• Mt. juliet, Tennessee 
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July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship ••••••••••••••••• Burnet~ Texas 
2 NW Arkansas Lectureship ••••••••• Harrison~ Arkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures .•••••••••••••• Bastrop~ Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah~ Kentucky 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

•••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Lexington, Kentucky 
4 Seek Old Paths ••••.••••••.•••••••••••• Corinth~ Mississippi 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••• Beeville~ Texas 
4 NW Tennessee Bible Lectures ••••••••• Paris, Tennessee 

August 
I Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• St. Albans, West Virginia 
I Northwest Tennessee Lectures •••••••• Paris, Tennessee 
I Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••• •••••••• ••• •• ••••• •• • • •••••••••••••••• Sevierville~ Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship ••••••••••••••• Southaven, Mississippi 
3 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••.••.••••••.•...••.••••••••••••• Garden City, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Farmington, Missouri 

Sept••••• 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

• ••.•••• ••• • • •••••••• ••••.. •.••••••• .•• ••• Chattanooga, Tennessee 
3 Central Okla. Lectureship ••••••• McLoud~ Oklahoma 
4 4-State Lectureship ........................ Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures •••••••••••••• Independence, Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship • Steubenville, Ohio 

Odo••r 
I Northern New England Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tilton, New Hampshire 
2 Southside Lectureship ..................... Lubbock, Texas 
2 Palmetto Biblical Studies •••••• Greer, South Carolina 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Nevada Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'lAs Vegas, Nevada 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship •••• Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Varginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Moundsville, West 'Virginia 

Nov••••• 
I Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••....•••••••••••••••• Mechanicsville, Virginia 
I Eastside Lectureship •••••••••.•.• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
I Greater Mur&eesboro Area Lectureship 

•••.•••••••• ••••• •• ••••••••. ••.•••. .••••• Murfreesboro, Tennessee 
2 Annual Denton Lectures ••••••••••••.••.••• Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship ••••••• Tuscumbia, Alabama 
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-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-
Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 
344-3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or 
Andrew L. Laux (907l ~~~;7007 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-49~!-.. 0 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama
somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 ••••• 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553 .. 0546. . 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (870) 932-1643. 
Sun. 9,10 a.m., S p.m. CST, 6 p~m. DST, Wed. 7 
p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. . ••••• 
Seal Beach - Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a."! .• ~~f!le worship with us. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

••••• 
Visalia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
pn:ada-. Home of Greater Vasalia Finn 
Foundation Lectureship 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. 
Craig- Downtown ·cha:r~h of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 
Clearwater - Centr7J Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 
Gainesville- 39th. ;_;; C0

hurch of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 
Jacksonville- Lake F~r~;t Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 
Lake City- Lake dr),• Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 
Lakeland - 1807 ·5~;th Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 ..... 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
Orlando - South O;l;~do Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 
Orlando-Winter Park•.:.: S~uth Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tony Williams, youth minister. 
Pensacola - Bellvie~,- Ch~rch of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 
Sarasota - Midway: •-jii6 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m~ ~:~~Stilwell, minister. 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 ~.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 
Duluth - 3249 H.;; ·1io, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
J-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest Lecture
ship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bronson Ostic, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 
Middlebelt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 
off., 261-4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to 
Middlebelt, rt. 2 blks. www.hislight.com/gccoc 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

• •••• 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Sun., Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-
5300 ••••• 
Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. St. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690 • 

-Missouri-
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington - Sunn; • vi:w Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
omaha- Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister • 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Finn Foundation Lectureship. . .... 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

• •••• 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
IGngston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 

, preacher. • • •• • 
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, Y.. mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City School of Biblical Studies, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. ..... 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun-
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. ••••• 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. ..... 
Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Mt. Juliet -The Viliag;; Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fiheen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preach~'; • • • 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
•The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:06-
7:30 a.m. 
Baytown- Cedar Bay~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
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Bumet-BurnetChurchofChrist,2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell Debo, minister. Home 
of Central Texas Lectureship ..... 
Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. {From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. 105 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! ..... 
Denton- Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-3531.Sun9, 10a.m.,6p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 

Houston - FleetwoC:d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

.•• ... 
Huntsville- 1380 Fish Hatchery Rd., Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (409) 438-8202 ..... 
Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. ••••• 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

• •••• 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

• •••• 
Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., 5 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy J. 
Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. ..... 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. ..... 
Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

••••• 
Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 ..... 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 34t-n76. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
ll026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher • 

••••• 
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

••••• 
Schertz - Church of Christ, 501 Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Bristol- East Bristol Church of Christ, 340 Bon
ham Rd., 24203. 1 mile offl-81 atexit7. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Clifford Newell Jr., 
min. (H) (540) 466-0950, (0) (540) 669~6221. . .... 
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Hampton - Hampt~~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(151) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e· 
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc -Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. · 

-Wyoming
cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-142t •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. • •••• 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, tO 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

Bible lnfonet 
http://WWw.blble-lnfonet.org/ 

Bible Study Workbooks of Merit 

• Pearls from Proverbs I, II 

• The Plan of Redemption I, II 

• Outstanding Characters 
of the Old Testament I, II 

• Outstanding Characters 
of the New Testament I, II 

by J. A. McNutt 
• Great Events of the Old Testament 

• Great Events of the New Testament 

• Great Chapters of the New Testament 

• Father, the Head of the House 

• Lefs Go VIsiting (revised) 

• Soul-searching Questions 
• Counsel for Christian Youth I, II of the New Testament 

13 lessons In each workbook • 3 months courses • $1.50 each 

Mac's PubHcations 
4215 Catalpa Hill Dr. • Bartlett, TN 38135 • Phone (901) 372-9299 Fax 

macs1 pub I @aol.com 



CLASSIFIED 
Full-time Minister Needed. The Honolulu church 
of Christ is in need of a full-time minister. Our 
current preacher is moving back to the mainland 
the end of May. We would like to have a new 
family come in June. Minister's residence provided. 
If you are interested in learning more about this 
work. or would like to submit a resume &: sermon 
tape (audio or video), please contact: Ernie Moore, 
Chairman, Preacher Search Committee, Honolulu 
Church of Christ, 1732 Keeaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822. Phone: (808) 536-7952. 
Church e-mail: honcoc@aloha.net or Ernie Moore's 
e-mail: EMOORE@GTE.COM (church web page: 
http://planet-hawaii.com/honchurchchrist). 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be received 
6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Nonbeast Oklahoma consregaaon of 330 members 
has immediate need for experienced, Bible-centered 
man to work with active parent group in well
established youth program. Will coordinate 
education program. Approx. age 30-40 years. Prefer 
married man. Send r&um6 to Central Church of 
Christ, 319 E. Blue Starr Dr., Claremore, OK 
74017. (918) 341-0531; 341-6804 (elder). 

Education minister needed for congregation of 
approx. 500 members. Please send r6sum6 to Elders, 
Southgate Church of Christ, 528 Country Club 
Rd., San Angelo, TX 76904. 

Full-time pulpit minister needed. Mature age, good 
leadership qualities, personal work experience in 
church and community, active with young people. 
Church of Christ, 4000 48th St., Moline, IL 61265. 
Memben 100+, no elden. Contact Dave Kirchner 
(309) 787-2478; Doug Shackleford (309) 786-
8718; jfshack@aol.com; office (309) 797-5433. 

Preacher needed for congregation on W side of 
Cleveland, OH. Average Sunday AM attendance 
150. We are growing &; have emphasis on 
evangelism. Full-time position for a mature man 
with preaching skills and a demonstrated interest 
in soul winning. Please send r6sum6, references 
and sermon tape to Church of Christ, 3085 Warren 
Rd, Cleveland, OH 44111. You can contact Gary 
Hall (440)327-9900, email. ghall@ix.netcom.com. 

Springhead Church of Christ near Plant City, FL is 
interested in someone to work with young people 
and to serve as assistant to present minister. Located 
about 8 mi. from Florida School of Preaching. 
Partial suppon can be provided. Must be sound in 
faith. Can be single or married. Springhead Church 
of Christ, 1402 Lindsey Rd., Plant City, FL 33566; 
call (813) 754-1485. (9 a.m.-1 p.m. weekdays.) 

Pulpit minister needed for congregation of 600+ 
in Texarkana, TX. Located off 1-30 between Dallas 
and Little Rock in a fast-growing community. The 
Walnut Street congregation is on the grow and on 
the go for God, committed to sound teaching and 
fulfilling the great commission. We are seeking an 
experienced and skilled pulpit preacher to join our 
ministers team with outreach and youth. Plans arc 
underway to completely relocate from downtown 
to a more rapidly growing section of the city. Send 
letters of application, r6sum6, tape, statement of 
ministry philosophy to Elders, P.O. Box 1075, 
Texarkana, TX 75504. For more information call 
(903) 793-6753. 

Sound, conservative, full-time man desired for self
suuppomng conregaaon of 90-100, without elden. 
Prefer mature family man. Send r&umi with cassette 
rape of recent sermon to 6045 Park Blvd. Pinellas 
Park, FL 33780. 

Desiring to establish a doctrinally sound church of 
Christ in Ellensburg, W A. Prayerfully seeking 
suppon for hiring a sound preacher to work with 

members in Ellensburg. This suppon would be until 
we could panially or wholly suppon ourselves. 
After prayerfully considering our request, if the 
church in your area would dedicate themselves to 
this worthy calling, please contact: Chuck Verkist 
906 East Second Ave. Ellensburg, WA 98926 or 
(509) 925-2593 or cvcrkist@cllensburg.com Letters 
for character reference will be provided upon 
request 

Minister needed. Congregation of approx. 60 
members seeking experience, sound, mature 
evangelist. Salary and home provided. Send r~sum~ 
with reference to Calera Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 413, Calera, OK 74730 

Full-time pulpit preacher sought for 90-member 
congregation of the Lord's church in Jamestown, 
TN. Centrally located between Nashville and 
Knoxville, Jamestown is near Dale Hollow Lake 
and Big South Fork National Park with abundant 
recreational opportunities. The candidate will be 
theologically conservative; neither anti nor liberal. 
A modern 5 -bedroom house is provided on a quiet, 
wooded lot. Salary in 30's based on experience 
and qualifications. House is not pan of salary 
package. Current preacher of 7 years is relocating. 
Please send r~sum6 and tape to Ralph Wright, P.O. 
Box 909, jamestown, TN 38556. (931) 879-7689 
(office) (931) 879-7118 (home). 

Preacher needed: Middlesboro, Ky. Congregation 
of 70. Town of 12,000. Send r6sum6 and taped 

For Sale 
Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lamben book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
details. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 
22 upholstered pews, 1 pulpit stand in good 
condition. (870) 439-2224 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinden, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Godhead (1998), 
The Two Covenants (1996) $15.00; Dangerous 
'Isms (1997) $14.50; The Major Prophets (1995), 
The Providenu of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping &: 
handling on single book orden. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and He/It (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translation (1995) - $21.75. 
Balanud Christianity: Maintaining Biblical Balance 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 
Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
sermon to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 367, Thinking about attending a school of prcacbingl 
Middlesboro, KY 40965 Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
Wanted: a semiretired preacher or one with partial academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
suppon. Housing and some suppon supplied. Must Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 
be well-grounded in God's Word. Send r~sum6 to 
Ray Sanders, Southside Church of Christ, 3624 W. 
Malone St., Peoria, IL 61605; call (309) 676-0636. 

Conservative experienced evangelist desired for 
small congregation Write: Parker Church of Christ, 
11405 Pine Dr., Parker, CO 80134 or phone (303) 
841-7594 or (303) 799-4664. 

Studentl Moving to Atlantal Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Bible class literature. 
Correspondence course. 

Firm Foundation • (800) &72-3818 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Rrm Foundation reserves the right to accept or 

refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as a mat
ter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Rrm Foundation, we an· 
nounce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Rrm Founda
tion retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a full page, $45 
for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-41nches, $10 for 1-21nches. This Is In addition 
to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have It, but please under· 
stand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our choice of fonts, and the 
layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank you! 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (409) 553-3721 • )prophet@republlc.net 
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A Critical Review of 
I 

'rile Peaceable Kingdom 

by Wayne Coats 

The Peaceable Kingdom, by Carroll Osburn, Is 
an lnurbane book. Osburn, a prof~ssor of Bible at 
Abilene Christian University, attempts to discredit 
the restoration appeal and misalign the church. His 
teaching Is dangerous and damning. 

Wayne Coats of Mt. Juliet. Tennessee has done 
a masterful job of answering the Osburn book and 
effectively pinpointing its fallacies. It is not neces
sary for every member of the church to have 
Osburn's book, but It is advisable for all to read 
Coats answer to it. 

Brother Coats takes up the Osburn misadven
ture chapter by chapter and exposes its teaching 
to the light of Bible truth. When Osburn's ideas are 
examined by sound doctrine, they fade like a cut 
flower. With withering commonsense Coats takes 
up each false notion presented in Osburn's little 
volume and gives an unanswerable answer. 

A perusal of the Coats book will make you 
aware of the liberal position and what is wrong 
with it. At the same time it will enhance your love 
of the Bible and appreciation of everlasting truth. 

-$6.95 plus shipping and handling-

Firm Foundation 
1·800·572·3619 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
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Ninth Annual 
West Coast Missions 
and Evangelism 
Workshop 

Celebration: 
Victorious Living in Jesus 

October 15-18, 1998 

Keynote Speakers 
J. J. Thmer 
Furman Kearley 
Jim Laws 
David Tarbet 
Vincent Hawkins 
John Fortner 

Special Attractions 

Cecil May Jr. 
Ron Bryant 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
John Reese 

Peter Mostert 
Janet Fortner 

• Wise Counsel for Our Tune 
• Christian Growth 
• Women and Men Living for Jesus 
• World Missions 
• Open Forum: 

Scriptural Answers to Biblical Questions 

For add/Honallnfonnallon 

D. Hershel Wllson, Workshop Diredor 
Church of Christ • Yucaipa, CA (909) 849-2913 
Mary Shupe • Omce (909) 797-1919 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
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Dallas, TX 
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FIR 
FOUNDATIOM 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1998 

Vol. 113 Houston, Texas • October 1998 No. 10 

The Gender War 
By Wayne Jackson 

In the old movie, The Commancheros, the beauti
ful character called Pilar observed: "In every 
successful relationship, one party is dominant 

and the other is subservient." By virtue of his right as 
Creator, God has decreed that men function as lead
ers - both in the home, and in the church (1 Cor. 
11:3; Eph. 5 :22-23; 1 Tim. 2:12-15). 

There is no doubt that in the past many men 
have abused this relationship. Some (even among 
professed Christians) have mistreated women and 
degraded them shamefully. This hurtful disposition 
is not the fault of the Bible; it is a violation of bibli
cal principles. The scriptural dogma regarding 
women rises head-and-shoulders above any culture 
of the antique world. 

Today, we are seeing a militant backlash against 
men. Perhaps that is somewhat to be expected 
(though not justified). It is, though, a dangerous 
trend, for when the pendulum swings in one direc
tion, it is likely to return to the opposite extreme. 

A recent article in U.S. News & World Report by 
contributing editor John Leo issues a warning that 
women would be well advised to "back off" from 
the vicious anti-male mentality that has seized some 
of them. Leo illustrates this caution with a several 
examples: 

A famous TV newswoman recently told this joke 
at a fund-raising dinner. A person needed a brain 
transplant. Only two brains were available - a 
man's for $5,000; a woman's for $500. Why the dif
ference in price? The woman's was a used brain. 

A popular greeting card says: "Men are always 
whining about how we suffocate them. If you can 
still hear them whining, you're not pressing the pil
low hard enough." 

Katie Couric was interviewing an abandoned 
bride on the Today Show. She asked the woman: 
"Have you thought about castration?" 

The 3-M Company put out some Post-it Notes 
with this imprinted message: "Men have only two 
faults: Everything they say, and everything they do." 

A new calendar is on the market featuring "men 
we love to hate." 

This attitude is being taught, to some extent, in 
the public schools. One feminist teacher was seen 
wearing a button saying: "So many men, so little in
telligence." Young ladies are wearing T-shirts with 
the slogan: "Girls Rule." A rhyme making the 
rounds in school is: "Boys go to Jupiter to get more 
stupider; girls go to college to get more knowledge." 
These attitudes are quite contrary to the teaching of 
the Bible. 

We will not have happy work places, contented 
homes, and fruitful congregations until men and 
women learn to respect one another. Certainly we 
don't want to get so hypersensitive that we cannot, 
in good taste, even tease one another. At the same 
time, we must convey genuine love and respect 
across the gender lines. 

P. 0. Box 55265 
Stockton, CA 95205 
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Editorial 

Unspirituality 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

When God gave the decalogue to the 
~ation of Israel at Sinai one stipula
tton was: 

Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, 
nor any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth. 

Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, 
nor serve them, for I Jehovah thy God am a jeal
ous God (Ex. 20:4-5). 

The Law of Moses proscribed making and 
worshiping an image of anything on earth or in heaven. The re
striction, obviously, was to keep the people from idolatry. No im
age of a crocodile, or bull, or mouse, or fish, or buzzard was per
mitted. No sculpture of anything in heaven or on earth - in air 
or sea - was allowed. 

The people had lately come out of Egypt where everything 
from bugs to vultures was worshiped. This was degrading and led 
to obscenities. Jehovah specifically forbids his people to worship 
a graven image. No statue or idol of any kind was to be venerated 
under the Law of Moses. 

Under the Law of Christ worshiping {praying to) a reproduc
tion of some hero or admired person, such as Mary or Joseph, or 
any person, no matter how impressive the life of that person 
might have been is sinful and distracts from spiritual worship. 

The God that made the world and all things therein, he, being 
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands; neither is he served by men's hands, as though he needed 
anything, seeing he himself giveth to all life, and breath, and all 
things; and he made of one every nation of men to dwell on all 
the face of the earth, having determined their appointed sea
sons, and the bounds of their habitation; that they should seek 
God, if haply they might feel after him and find him, though he 
is not far from each one of us: for in him we live, and move, and 
have our being; as certain even of your own poets have said, For 
we are also his offspring. Being then the offspring of God, we 
ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, 
or stone, graven by art and device of man. The times of igno
rance therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men 
that they should all everywhere repent: inasmuch as he hath ap
pointed a day in which he will judge the world in righteousness 
by the man whom he hath ordained whereof he hath given as
surance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead 
(Acts 17:24-31). 

The wrong is not in making the image but in worshiping it. 
God told the Jews to make images of Cherubim and place them in 



the Holy of Holies, but they did not worship these images. Had 
they paid their devotions to the carved Cherubim it would have 
been sin. A Remington bronze on your desk is not wicked- un
less you fall dowri before it and make a god out of it. Under Jew
ish usage the High Priest was gorgeously appareled, but no one 
fell at his feet to worship him. 

Jesus said to the woman at the well, "God is a Spirit: and they 
that worship him must worship in spirit and truth." No one is 
forced to worship the living God. We have choice in whether we 
will bow down before our Maker. Jesus said if you decide to wor
ship God - they that worship him - then it must be done in 
spirit, because God is spirit. 

This forbids and brands as unacceptable sensual worship (grati
fication of physical appetites) - visually impressive but lacking 
content. Ornate buildings, elaborate displays, shows and pomp of
ten get in the way of true worship. The objection, of course, is nei
ther to the method nor to the building, unless either becomes an end 
within itself. If the procedure and environment draw attention and 
keep the worshiper from focusing on God, then the means and sur
roundings become sinful. They can be idols. 

Man is often foolish and superstitious and must be on guard 
against his weaknesses. National Review (Aug. 3, '98) reported that 
David Hasselhoff, Baywatch star, inspired by the words etched in 
the newly erected Temple of the People's Princess ("Whoever is in 
distress can call on me") prayed to the princess to stop the rain at a 
recent concert. The rain stopped. So what will this new religion use 
for its Scripture. We suggest People magazine. 

Worship should be from the spirit in man to the great eternal 
Spirit. Spirit has to do with the reason, the mind, and the intellect. 
It does not center in the emotions. In the teaching part of weekly 
worship the thinking part of man is addressed. In the Lord's Sup
per we give ourselves to meditation. It is private exercise done in 
public assembly conjointly with fellow worshipers. Each wor
shiper is to be occupied with his own thoughts about Jesus, the 
cross, the church, the judgment, and eternity. Anything that inter
feres with that quiet time is wrong and must be avoided. Singing is 
offering up the fruit of lips that make confession of the nante of 
Jesus and involves the intelligence. Prayer is above all else a time 
of deep contemplation. When we lay by in store - cast into the 
treasury - we do so with jubilant hearts and with thoughts of 
partnership. Everything we do in worship involves mind, percep
tion, will, and memory. 

Showy demonstrations of adoration, even if ostensibly di
rected toward God, draw the mind away from the object of our 
affections. Pure and undefiled worship is simple and pure. No 
vain images, gaudy pageantry, flying colors, dash, splash, splurge, 
or finery should be featured when we bow before the Great I Am. 

Worship is from the heart of man to the heart of God. It is a 
time for profound meditation. It is "listening to the ticking of eter
nity." 

Razzmatazz draws the attention away from he who occupies 
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the great white throne. It appeals to flesh - not 
spirit. It is designed to produce heavy-duty emotion
alism and therefore will botch intellectual exercises. 

It is a wonder how the Israelites could so soon 
and so often turn from the rules, regulations, and 
worship of the living God and grovel before dumb 
idols. But they did it time and time again. The sound 
of trumpets had scarcely ceased and the smoke of 
the fire still hung in the air when the descendants of 
Abraham made and worshiped a metal image. They 
bowed before the golden calf while at the foot of the 
mount where God was revealing his Word. 

The long and twisted trail from Sinai to Babylon 
was cluttered with the likeness of things in heaven 
above, and in the earth beneath, and that is in the 
water under the earth, and that the Jews bowed 
down to and served. Sometimes they tried to wor
ship.Jehovah but keep their idols- an unholy alli
ance. 

Idol worship makes a powerful appeal to the 
flesh, which the Jews found hard to resist. They 
knew it was wicked, but it held a strange fascination 
for them. They knew it was evil and destructive, but, 
like a drunkard and his booze, they found it hard to 
give up. The abominations of the heathen seemed to 
have a more powerful attraction than the imageless 
worship of Jehovah. 

The problem has not gone away, nor will it ever 
entirely disappear. "Walk by the Spirit, and ye shall 
not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for 
these are contrary the one to the other; that ye may 
not do the things that ye would." 

There is a thin line between lawful aids that en
courage worship in spirit and truth and in idol-like 

demonstrations that screw up pure worship. The 
mechanical instrument of music is a case in point. It 
is unauthorized by the new covenant and is going 
beyond what is written in the Law of God, but men 
will have it because it appeals to fleshly senses - it is 
sensual, and therein lies its appeal. 

Flashy demonstrations that are more akin to the 
smoke and mirrors of a Las Vegas sorcerer than to 
the from-the-heart worship of a devout child of God 
are in vogue. They appeal to us in the same way and 
for the same reason that Ashtroth and Baal attracted 
and aroused the interest of Israel. It was a fatal at
traction. 

Bill Hybel has taught us to be an electric church, 
with a vain worship that is showy•· and makes an im
posing display of brilliance and virtuosity of ability 
and that is marked by ostentatious, often tasteless 
display. "Which things have indeed a show of wis
dom in will-worship, and humility, and severity to 
the body; but are not of any value against the indul
gence of the flesh" (Col. 2:23). 

May God, through the clear instruction of his 
Word, help us to be mature in our worship, and in 
all our behavior. "When I was a child, I spake as a 
child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child: now that I 
am become a man, I have put away childish things." 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

1Synonyms: showy, flamboyant, ostentatious, preten
tious, splashy. The central meaning shared by these 
adjectives is "marked by striking, often excessively 
conspicuous display": a cheap, showy rhinestone 
bracelet; an entertainer's flamboyant personality; an 
ostentatious sable coat; a pretentious scholarly edi
tion; a splashy advertising campaign. 

To see an example of what this editorial is talking about order a free copy of a 
video showing the fabulous theatrics of Jeff Walling, under the direction of 
Rubel Shelly, at Jubilee '98. Write to 
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Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269 

Excerpts from the three keynote speeches of Jeff Walling show razzle-dazzle at 
its worst (dirt, coffm, group and women song leaders, a woman preacher giv
ing an out-of-the-body testimonial, and instrumental music in worship). 

Jubilee '98 is clear-cut apostasy and idol worship. Every elder should see this 
video to know where the change agents would take the church. Some won't 
care - others will be confounded. 
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Man Bites Man 
By Randy Reagan 

"

problem arose among the brethren in the 
province of Galatia. They were so fervent in 
their zeal to promote error, they turned on 

one another. Paul wrote, "But if you bite and devour 
one another, beware lest you be consumed by one 
another" (Gal. 5: 15). 

Paul opposed and wanted the Galatian brothers 
to reject false teaching on circumcision, but said in 
objecting to unhealthy teaching they were to "love 
your neighbor as yourself" (Gal. 5:14). 

Genuine love for one another, even in the midst 
of debate over doctrine, was a foundation principle 
of the Old Law, and was carried forward into the 
New Law (Lev. 19:18; Matt. 22:37-40). 

We are to forebear one another in love (Eph. 
4:2). We are to be knit together in love (Col. 2:2). 
We are to provoke one another to love and good 
works (Heb. 10:24). Continue in brotherly love, 
even when you must rebuke and correct your spiri
tual sibling (Heb. 13:1). We are to abound in love 
one toward another (1 Thess. 3:12). 

An important aspect of love is the willingness to 
reprove, rebuke, and correct. Still, we speak the 
truth in love. (Eph ... ~:15). Truth cuts both ways (Heb. 
4: 12). Truth exposes darkness to light (Eph. 5 :2-11). 
Those whose ·evil is exposed by the blinding light of 
truth will hate the one who brings the truth. 

If the world hateth you, ye know that it hath 
hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the 
world, the world would love its own: but be
cause ye are not of the world, but I chose you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you. Remember the word that I said unto you, A 
servant is not greater than his lord. If they perse
cuted me, they will also persecute you; if they 
kept my word, they will keep yours also. But all 
these things will they do unto you for my name's 
sake, because they know not him that sent me 
ijohn 15:18-21). 

If the world hates being corrected and having its 
evil exposed, how much more does the erring child 
of God despise those who by speaking the truth con
demn their heresy. This is all the more reason for 
those who speak the truth to do so in love. The more 
we are hated, the more we love. 

God rebukes and chastens the children he loves 
(Heb. 12:6; Rev. 3:19). The word translated chasten 

in Hebrews 12:6 means, according to Thayer, "to 
chastise or castigate with words, to correct; used of 
those who are moulding the character of others by 
reproof and admonition; used of God; to chasten 
with blows, to scourge; used of a father punishing 
his son." 

Since we are to be like God, we should be willing 
to oppose evil, but in love. Some in the brotherhood 
are committed to exposing and opposing error. 
These gallant warriors are to be commended for 
their stand. I feel safe in saying that they look not to 
the praise of men, but to the glorious reward re
served for all who fight the good fight of faith (2 
Tim. 4:7-8). 

However, we have some in the brotherhood that 
give the appearance of having a similar problem to 
those in the churches of Galatia. They are not so 
much interested in teaching as in biting. We have 
some brethren who seem to be intent upon looking 
for a "cause" in which to bring their names to the 
forefront or even go so far as to create controversies 
where none exist. If this is true, we have a major 
problem that must not be ignored. 

I have read in some brotherhood publications 
sarcasm against their brothers by men who are doc
trinally sound. I have attended lectureships where 
speakers resorted to mocking and jeering others. 
Some defend this by claiming they are responding to 
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the names they are called. This is pitifully childish 
and immature. Paul says, "Repay no one evil for 
evil" (Rom. 12: 17). 

Paul quotes Proverbs, "Therefore, If your enemy 
is hungry, feed him, If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 
For in so doing you heap coals of fire on his head" 
(Rom. 12:20). He concludes, "Do not be overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with good." 

The Bible says that I should not let evil or error 
dictate what I do. Another's hatred must not make 
me hateful. Another's bad mouth must not cause me 
to respond in kind. 

We must mark those who cause division (Rom. 
16:17-18). We must boldly oppose error and those 

who pervert the truth (Gal. 1:6-10). However, when 
we go from the biblical commands to name the 
names of those who are perverting the truth to name 
calling, we have gone outside biblical authority. 

Let us stick to exposing false teaching in a bold, 
uncompromising way. Yet, may we never forget that 
we are all sinners (Rom. 3:23) standing in the need 
of salvation. 

"Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any 
trespass, ye who are spiritual, restore such a one in a 
spirit of gendeness; looking to thyself, lest thou also 
be tempted" (Gal6:1). 

P.O. Box 758 
Wills Point, TX 75169 
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In Remembrance of Claude B. Holcomb 
December 14, 1906- June 9, 1998 

H e was a servant," was the description his 
son gave at the funeral service for brother 
Claude Holcomb. This was an accurate de-

scription of his many years of work with congrega
tions of the Lord's people, beginning in 1942. He was 
always there to serve families who were suffering, 
whether it was the loss of loved ones, questions con
cerning the scriptures, or offering wise counsel in a 
quiet and unassuming way. He gave a certain dignity 
and confidence to any situation that might arise. 

Brother Holcomb was born in Williamson 
County, Texas and lived in the state his entire life. 
He studied at Southwestern University in 
Georgetown (1924); returning to Denton the next 
year to enroll in North Texas State University. For 
many years, beginning in college, he worked in the 
printing business, becoming involved in publishing 
(and "proofreading") of religious books, periodicals 
and pamphlets. He became a serious Bible student. 
Eventually, he renounced Methodism and obeyed 
the gospel of Christ. 

During these years, he met and married Betty 
McCurry. His devout father-in-law, R.A. McCurry, 
and other able men in the church helped him to ac
quire good books and he devoted himself to much 
study. As he began his preaching work, he felt a dis
advantage by the delayed preparation and this 
caused him to work even more diligently. He spent 
many hours at the feet of brother R.L. Whiteside, 
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one of the greatest thinkers and commentators of the 
time, who also lived in Denton. These influences 
made Claude great in Bible scholarship. Although he 
was not widely known nor publicized, those that 
were fortunate enough to learn from him were ex
posed to the deeper truths of the scripture. One of 
his greatest talents was writing; he published weekly 
bulletins for many years containing teaching articles 
of quality that challenged Bible students. He was a 
servant, disseminating the Word of God. 

Claude and his exceptional wife, Betty, were an 
ideal couple in the Lord's work. Betty was a fine 
Bible student and taught classes as well as writing ar
ticles occasionally. She preceded him in death in 
1981. Some time later, he remarried and he and his 
wife, Edwina, retired to live in Abilene. He served 
churches in Denton, Lake Dallas, Justin, Corsicana, 
(Fifth Avenue, 16 years; North Beaton, 9 years), 
Gainesville,. He preached in Corsicana on his 90th 
birthday (December 1996), which was an occasion 
he described as one of the happiest days of his life. 

The Holcombs had three children: Mary Nell 
Hasty, of Pasadena, Texas; Tom Holcomb who 
preaches at Snyder, Texas; and Fran Armour, of Dal
las. Funeral services were conducted on June 12, 
1998, in Corsicana, with burial in Denton. 

-contributed by Ed and Nelda Clark who worked with 
brother Holcomb in Corsicana for more than 15 years. 
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Guidelines for EHedive 
Communication - 2 

By Jess Hall 

Public speaking, like most other activities, has 
tools - the voice and gesture. The use of 
those tools is determined by the nature of the 

occasion, the congregation, and the message. The 
use of each tool should be varied, appropriate, and 
purP.oseful. Purpose may dictate that certain stan
dards of delivery will be employed, while others will 
be ignored, or even broken. While some may con
tend that such rules and considerations are foreign 
to preaching, this will not be the attitude of those 
who wish to do their best in communicating the 
life-giving, soul-saving gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The voice. Not every preacher is blessed with a 
great speaking· voiCe. Fortunately, a great voice is not 
a requirement for effective preaching. While a nasal
twang, a raspy-voice, or a very soft-spoken voice may 
be distractive, none is fatal. There have been success
ful preachers with each of those qualities because the 
sincerity of the speaker has enabled the hearers to "see 
past" the voice to the Christ. However, a preacher 
whose voice is poor should not neglect the develop
ment of his voice even though he may succeed without 
it. He owes it to himself, to his hearers, and, above all, 
to his Lord to become the best that he can be. While 
the many intricacies of professional voice develop
ment can be dizzying, there is one basic rule that can 
always be remembered and applied - be sure that it 
fills the auditorium, but speak to each individual. 
Proper volume enables those most distant from you to 
easily hear. When reduced volume is necessary for 
effect, speak closer to the microphone so that those in 
the back can still hear easily. While loudness can be 
effective; surprise loudness jolts the adults and scares 
the children. Proper variety in volume, tone, and pace 
should be used to convey different thought and feel
ings in the sermon. Words lose their color and mean
ing when delivered at the same volume and pace. 
Delivery may vary from low and slow to high and fast, 
but it should always be suited to what the words mean 
-joy, sorrow, seriousness, humor, or contemplation. 
Words of feeling spoken without feeling convey no 
emotion to the hearer. 

The gesture. Effective communication harmonizes 
spoken language and body language. If the spoken 
language and body language are different, the hearers 
are confused. Further, they are more apt to believe the 
body language. Since the eye is the primary instru
ment of gesture, good body language begins with 
good eye contact. A preacher who looks at the walls 
or above his hearers' heads cannot adequately conyey 
the significance of the cross of Christ or of the empty 
tomb. Some preachers look in the hearers' eyes when 
they look up, but they are too note-bound to have 
consistent meaningful eye contact. It is better for the 
preacher to miss a phrase occasionally than to show 
mainly the top of his head while reading most of tfte 
sermon. Include everyone. Scan the assembly, but 
pause briefly on specific sets of eyes as points are 
made. Facial animation is also a form of gesture. 
Smile, scowl, grin, or grimace, but don't be a dead
pan. A motionless face usually ties down the voice as 
well. It conveys the message, "I have no feeling about 
what I am saying." A frozen face applies ice to the 
soul. The hands are most commonly associated with 
gestures. They are also often the most troublesome. 
Should they hang at the side? Should they rest on the 
edge of the lectern? Should they be clasped in front of 
the chest? Different sources give different advice, but 
each is trying to encourage the natural, animated use 
of the hands in the same manner as they are used in 
conversation. In conversation the hands are rarely at 
the side. Seldom is there anything to grip. Less often 
are they clasped piously in front of the chest. Because 
the hands are free, they are generally moving in har
mony with the voice, emphasizing points and demon
strating sincerity and enthusiasm. When the hands do 
less in the pulpit than in one-on-one conversation, the 
preacher appears awkward and uncomfortable. Care 
should be taken not to gesture for each word or syl
lable. Too frequent gestures confuse because they in
dicate that each word or syllable is of equal impor
tance. 

The posture. Finally, give attention to posture. 
Face the hearers squarely. Hold your head up with 
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the chin level. Never tilt the head back lest it appear 
that you are "talking down your nose" to the hear
ers. Lean slighdy toward the hearers. While leaning 
on the lectern may convey a desire for closeness, 
leaning too long conveys weakness; the lectern has 
become a crutch. If you have the luxury of a travel
ing microphone, occasionally move from behind the 
lectern to the right or left. This removes a wall from 
between the preacher and the hearers. Movement 
should occur during transitional points in the ser
mon. Avoid making strong points while moving 
backward because the direction of movement con-

tradicts the point. Too much movement, swaying, or 
bobbing, however, appears more as eccentricities 
than as a desire to get close to the hearers. 

Don't let concerns about your voice, gestures, or 
posture turn you into a statue. Strive to be natural. A 
little practice will help until you feel comfortable in 
the pulpit. Proper preparation combined with a 
natural delivery will enable both the preacher and 
his hearers to look forward to the sermon. 

10880 Memorial Dr. 
Houston, TX 77024 

}essHall@compusen~e.com 
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Deno111inationalis111 
By Brock Hartwigsen 

Religious sectarianism is sinful. If religious de
nominationalism is sinful, the Lord's church 
cannot be a denomination. If the church of 

Christ, as some claim, is a denomination, then it is 
not the Lord's church. It is a sin to be a member of a 
religious denomination. 

Denominationalism is sinful because it divides 
into different camps. The word denominationalism 
comes from the word denominate. The prefiX de in 
denominate is Latin and means "from, down, away, 
or to separate from." The rest of the word nominate 
means "to name." 

In mathematics the bottom of a fraction is called 
the denominator while the top is called the numera
tor. If you cut a pie into four equal pieces, one of 
those pieces would be written numerically as %. The 
numerator tells us you have one piece. The denomi
nator tells us that the piece is a fourth of the whole. 
It is not the whole pie but is a part of the pie. 

Applied to religion denominationalism means a 
part of the whole. It is the claim to be part of the 
church but not the whole church. It is division. 

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these: fornication, uncleanness, lascivious
ness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealou
sies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, 
envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; 
of which I forewarn you, even as I did forewarn 
you, that they who practise such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-21). 

If every one followed the Bible exactly, there 
would be no denominations. We would all be the 

8 October 1998 
Fum Foundation 

same. Denominations do exist; their very existence 
says that somebody is not following the Bible exactly. 

Each denomination has doctrinal differences 
that distinguish it from every other denomination. 
Authoritative creed books, manuals, disciplines, or 
statements of faith cause division. If we do away 
with human creeds, denominationalism will end. 
The very existence of the man-made creed is proof 
the Bible is not being exactly followed. 

To add anything, take anything away, or change 
anything in God's Word is a sin. This warning runs 
throughout the Bible (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Psa. 
119:160; Prov. 30:5-6; Jer. 26:2; Gal. 1:8-9; 2 Tun. 
3:16-17; Rev. 22:18-19). 

Someone said: "Any creed book that has more 
than the Bible contains too much. Any creed book 
that has less than the Bible contains too little. If the 
creed book contains neither more nor less than the 
Bible, it is exacdy the same as the Bible and we do 
not need it, because we have the Bible." 

The head is in charge - the one who makes the 
rules and decides what is to be done. The Bible plainly 
teaches that Jesus is the head of the church (Eph. 
1:22-23; Col. 1:18). Therefore, he is the one in 
charge. He is the one who makes the rules. He decides 
what the body is to do. He has given us the pattern, 
the rules, the laws we must follow. 

12521 Holly Springs New Hill Rd. 
Aper, NC 27502 
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Praying for Wisdom 
By Hugo McCord 

I f anyone among you lacks wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who gives generously to all, 
and does not rebuke, and it will be given to 

him. But let him ask in faith, doubting nothing, 
for one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
tossed about and wind-blown (James 1:5-6). 

"Every good and perfect gift is from above, com
ing down from the Father" Qames 1:17). Some of 
his gifts are unconditional: (1) life Qob 10:12; 33:4; 
Psa. 36:9); (2) something to stand:on - the earth; 
(3) air to breathe; and (4) water to drink. We have 
these things prayer or no prayer, faith or no faith 

In the first century there were unconditional mi
raculous gifts, as the baptism of the apostles and of 
the household of Cornelius in the Holy Spirit (Acts 
1:5; 2:1; 10:45; 11:17). Also "diversities" of mi
raculous "gifts" (1 Cor. 12:4-10; Mark 16:17-18; 
Acts 8:20; Rom. 12:6; Eph. 4:8) including "wis
dom" (1 Cor. 12:8), conferred by the laying on of 
the hands of an apostle (Acts 8:18; Rom. 1:11; 2 
Tim. 1:6). 

On the other hand, among God's "good and per
fect" gifts, divine conditions are required for their 
reception. For the reception of (1) the greatest gift 
ijohn 4:10; Rom. 5:15), "the heavenly" (Heb. 6:4), 
"the unspeakable" (2 Cor. 9: 15), "which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory" (Col. 1 :27), and (2) "the gift 
of the Holy Spirit" Qohn 7:39), and (3) "the gift" of 
salvation (Eph. 2:3), the conditions are (1) faith 
ijohn 8:24); (2) repentance (Acts 2:38; 11:18); (3) 
"the good confession" (1 Tim. 6:13); and (4) bap
tism (Mark 16:16 Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21). 

"Eternal life" is a "gift of God" (Rom. 6:23), but 
only to those who obey Jesus ijohn 14:6; Heb. 5:9); 
"we shall reap in due season if we faint not" (Eph. 
6:9); "Be faithful until death," said Jesus, "and I will 
give you the crown of life" (Rev. 2:10). 

Above it was shown that some Christians of the 
first century, by the laying on of the hands of an 
apostle (Acts 8:18; Rom. 1:11; 2 Trm. 1:6), received 
a miraculous gih of "wisdom" (1 Cor. 12:8). But 
now no apostle is here. How can a Christian today 
obtain wisdom? james said that wisdom comes by 
prayer ("let him ask of God," Uames 1:5]). If prayer 
is the only condition, then wisdom is easily obtain
able, and all Christians can quickly become wise. 

Since Christians are not all wise, more study is 
needed. 

By way of a parallel, our food is another of 
God's "good and perfect" gifts. Jesus taught his dis
ciples to pray for their food: "Give us our food day 
by day" (Matt. 6: 11). What is true about both wis
dom and food, if prayer is the only condition, then 
both wisdom and food are easily obtainable; and all 
Christians could quickly become wise and have full 
stomachs. 

However, neither wisdom nor food is obtainable 
by prayer only! No matter how much they pray, God 
does not give food to sluggards and to the lazy (Prov. 
6:6; 10:4; 12:11, 24; 13:4; 14:23). If "anyone does 
not wish to work, neither let him eat" (2 Thess. 
3:10). 

As food does not come by prayer only, so wis
dom does not come by prayer only. If all one does is 
to pray for wisdom, whether as a monk or nun day 
and night in a monastery, or anyone anywhere, he 
will never be wise. 

True, "the Lord gives wisdom," but how? From 
"his mouth come knowledge and understanding" 
(Prov. 2:6). From the Lord's "mouth" Solomon (by 
inspiration, 2 Pet. 1:21) "spoke 3000 proverbs, and 
his songs were 1005" (1 Kings 4:32). In the inde
structible book of Proverbs, by three human authors, 
are 915 verses in 31 chapters, preserved by the Lord 
to assist all people who want wisdom. 

Furthermore, all Christians are exhorted, "Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom" 
(Col. 3:16), and Christians who ignore that word of 
wisdom (cf. John 12:48), though they pray, will 
never be wise. As was true of every Israelite wise per
son, the Christian has "his delight in the law of the 
Lord, and in his law he meditates day and night" 
(Psa. 1:2), making him "wiser than" any opponent 
(Psa. 119:98). 

God gives wisdom to every serious Bible student, 
but being studious requires self-exertion: he must 
"incline" his ear to "wisdom," and "apply" his 
"heart to understanding" (Prov. 2:2). The recipient 
of God's gift of wisdom is not passive. He is com
manded to "get wisdom" (Prov. 4:7). The word here 
translated "get" (ganah) means "to acquire, to 
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appropriate to oneself." 
Synonyms for the dictionary definitions of a 

"wise" person are found in scripture: "shrewd" (1 
Pet. 5:7); "prudent" (Rom. 14:21; "discreet" (Phil. 
4:5); and "circumspect" (Eph. 5: 15). Webster gives a 
good definition of wisdom, but he does not go far 
enough. He says, "The faculty of making the best use 
of knowledge, experience, understanding." Wisdom 
is "good judgment; a wise person has "the power of 
discerning and judging correctly or of discriminating 
between what is true and what is false, between what 
is proper and what is improper." 

According to Richard Trench (Synonyms of the 
New Testament, p. 283 ), "We may affirm with confi
dence that sophia [wisdom] is never in scripture as
cribed to other than God or good men," for there 
"can be no wisdom disjoined from goodness." 

James makes it clear that praying for wisdom is 
futile unless the prayer is accompanied by faith that 
God will give wisdom, "for one who doubts is like a 
wave of the sea, tossed about and wind-blown" 
Games 1:6). But he was not talking about miraculous 
"faith as a mustard seed," allowing one to "say to 
this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will 
move; and nothing will be impossible to you" (Matt. 
17:20). 

Some interpreters make such faith non-mirac
ulous and simply call it "mountain moving faith," 
meaning conquering great difficulties. Such an inter
pretation is cancelled when Jesus caused a fig tree to 
wither, and explained: 

Assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this 
mountain [the Mount of Olives], 'Be removed 
and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in 
his heart, but believes that those things he says 
will be done, he will have whatever he says 
(Mark 11:1, 23). 

Moreover, he continued: 
Therefore, I say to you, whatever things you ask 
when you pray, believe that you receive them, 
and you will have them (Mark 11 :24). 

Miraculous faith is one of the nine "diversities of 
gifts" of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:3-10), apparently 
conferred by the laying on of an apostle's hands 
(Acts 8:18; Rom. 1:11; 2 Tim. 1:6). Not much faith 
was required to command a "mulberry tree" to up
root itself and "be planted in the sea" (Luke 17:6). 
As little faith as a grain of "mustard seed" could 
move a tree or a mountain (Matt. 17:20; Luke 17:6; 
1 Cor. 13:2). 

Such miraculous faith, apparently was included 
in the list of miracles that would "cease" and "vanish 
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away" (1 Cor. 13:8) when the "perfect" (the com
plete revelation) arrived (1 Cor. 13:1 0) when the fi
nal Bible book was written. No one today, with little 
faith or much faith, can wither a fig tree (Matt. 
21:19) or move a mulberry bush (Luke 17:6) or cast 
Mount of Olives into the Mediterranean Sea (Mark 
11:1, 23). 

Nothing appears in James 1:5-6 about praying 
for wisdom that suggests miraculous faith. But 
non-miraculous faith that brings wisdom has caused 
multitudes to die rather than to deny their convic
tion that God is real (Psa. 14:1), that God is alive 
(Psa. 42:2; John 6:.57), that he is everywhere all of 
the time (Psa. 139:7-12), that he is the Almighty 
(Gen. 17:1), that he never sleeps (Psa. 121:4), that 
every human being is precious to him (Psa. 127:3; 
Luke 15: 7), that he cares about everyone (1 Pet. 
5: 7), that he is tender to those who reverence him as 
a father is tender toward his children (Psa. 103:13 ), 
that he "works all things together for good" for 
them who love him (Rom. 8:28), that his "eyes are 
over the righteous" and "his ears are open to their 
prayers" (1 Pet. 3:12), night or day (Psa. 55:17), in 
the morning (Psa. 5:3 ), at noon (Psa. 55: 17), and in 
the evening (Psa. 141:2). 

Today, when a human being prays for wisdom, 
with faith in such an unseen being, God will give 
him wisdom Games 1 :5), but never directly. He who 
knows what is best for each individual gives wisdom 
to every dedicated person as he studies the Bible 
(Prov. 1: 1-6), beginning each daily study period with 
a meaningful prayer, "Open my eyes that l may be
hold marvelous things in your law" (Psa. 119:18). 
Never will a dedicated person be disappointed. The 
caring Father "gives generously" to committed 
people, "and does not rebuke" Games 1:5). 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

Mission Work 
By James Cox 

I go mostly with small groups to the churches in 
countries around the world. We teach about the 
New Testament church and have some good re

sults. Preacher-training schools have been estab
lished in most of these countries. So we go to them 
and give the national preachers encouragement. 

It has been my privilege and joy to preach the 
gospel on all the continents, except Antarctica. No 
restrictions have been placed on me, except the gos
pel itself. Nowhere do they expect me to condone 
changes offered in some quarters in the USA. The 
same hermeneutic as taught 2,000 years ago is used. 
The Bible approach to the fundamentals of salvation 
is respected in most foreign countries. 

I usually go with others - like the example in 
the travels of Paul. We show eagerness in preaching 
and soul winning. Along with the local help we usu
ally baptize quite a few, and strengthen the members. 

We encourage the men who show leadership abil
ity to prepare to be elders. The local preacher is usu
ally eager to promote this perspective. He has taken 
the lead for church growth and maturity in doctrine 
and wants to preserve the fruit of his labors. 

A biblically organized church must be planned ... 
God's way is elders and deacons in every church, 
where there are qualified men to serve. We offer the 
leaders an enrollment form for a correspondence 
course on church leadership. 

When a person enrolls in the course, we send 
him a four-pound package. The package contains ar
ticles promoting sound doctrine. There are also 
about a dozen copies of gospel papers, 100 tracts on 
many Bible subjects, baptismal certificates, a dictio
nary, a sermon outline book, class lesson books, and 
a correspondence course and textbook. 

The gist is to restore the original undenomina
tional church in the spirit of love without man-made 
creeds. This includes the distinctiveness and disci
pline laid out in the Bible. 

We urge sharing of the materials sent to them 
among other Christian leaders in their area. An article 
entitled, To Restore the Original Church, is sent with 
instructions against man-made creeds, denomination-

alism, and proper application of r-------. 
the old-paths method of direct com
mand, apostolic example, and ne
cessary inference. An article is pre-
sented on The New Hermeneutic, _...,.._ 
giving properly how the Lord wants 
us to go about the science of Bible in
terpretation. 

We urge preachers in developing Rod Rutherford 

churches to become tent-makers. 
This is necessary for most of them. There is a lack of 
distinctiveness in many areas, and the small focus on 
such subjects as hell, specific sin, false teachers, condi
tions of salvation, and godly living is a problem. 

After a student has finished the course, we con
tinue contact with him by sending packages of 
brotherhood papers and a little monetary "gift" to 
give encouragement. The letters they write back 
make it all worth while. 

17 5 31 Leafwood Lane 
Tustin, CA 92780 
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New Testament Christianity 
By Adron Doran 

The religious complex of the 20th century has 
strayed far afield from what Christ and his 
aposdes introduced as New Testament Chris

tianity. The present age has come to accept any reli
gious conviction as valid Christianity which is held 
in contrast with paganism. Many have become le
nient in their views toward heathenism. 

Christianity in the broader sense has come tQ be 
defined as constituting Catholicism and Protestant
ism all lumped into one great cause. The social order· 
has refused to become judgmental as to what really 
constitutes "pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father" Oames 1:27). The hour of decision 
has arrived, however, at which "disciples indeed" 
must stand up and be counted as those who "ear
nesdy contend for the faith which was once deliv
ered unto the saints" Oude 3). 

As we look back in history to the early part of 
the 19th century, we fmd that Christianity was a far 
cry from what Christ and his twelve apostles proph
esied during the first century. The church of Christ 
which was established in Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost, in April A.D. 33 had fallen away during a 
period of apostasy and had organized itself into the 
Holy Roman Catholic Church. Following this period 
of apostasy (325-1200) religious leaders mounted a 
campaign which focused attention on reforming the 
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false teachings and corrupt practices of the apostate 
church. The reformers, during a period of some four 
hundred years, accomplished little more than to cre
ate a system of denominationalism and sectarianism. 
Various groups were organized which bore the 
names of the reformers and conformed to their doc
trine and practices. 

By the dawn of the 1800s devout and consecrated 
religious leaders set their hearts and hands to the task 
of returning Christianity to the pattern presented in 
the word of God. They found litde compatibility with 
Catholicism or Protestantism of their day. In fact, they 
found the established systems outright antagonistic 
toward their efforts to restore New Testament Chris
tianity. These brave "soldiers of the Cross" were do
ing no more than Calling men back to the Bible and 
not to a new interpretation of the Book. This same 
responsibility rests upon our shoulders. 

By the year 1808, Thomas Campbell, who had 
come to America from Ireland, as a Presbyterian 
preacher, had been expelled from the Chartiers 
Presbytery and the North American Synod as a her
etic for transgressing the doctrine of the West Minis
ter Confession of Faith by preaching the Bible. In an
nouncing the course which he and his associates 
would follow, Campbell said: "We will speak where 
the Scriptures speak and we will remain silent where 
the Scriptures are silent." 

Barton Warren Stone and his associates in Ken
tucky had experienced similar treatment at the 
hands of the Transylvania Presbytery in September 
of 1803. Five Presbyterian preachers and one ruling 
elder, at the Cane Ridge meeting-house, announced 
their position as a will to abolish all "p9wer of mak
ing laws for the government of the church and ex
ecuting them by delegated authority, forever cease; 
that the people may have free course to the Bible and 
adopt the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus." 

What Campbell and Stone were saying was i~ 
harmony with what the apostle Simon Peter had 
written, by inspiration, during the first century: "If 
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God" 
(1 Pet. 4: 11). The Restoration Movement began and 
grew as one designed to abolish all human creed and 



confessions of faith and accept the Bible alone as the 
only rule of faith and practice. 

In defense of the restoration plea, Alexander 
Campbell wrote and published Christianity Re
stored. In dear and understandable words, Campbell 
set forth what constitutes Christianity and called 
upon his leaders to join him in his efforts to restore 
undefiled New Testament Christianity. Walter Scott, 
an associate of Campbell's wrote a volume which he 
tided The Gospel Restored. Scott rightly contended 
that the restoration of the gospel of Christ was basic 
to restoring Christianity. Z. T. Sweeney published 
several volumes of sermons which he styled New 
Testament Christianity. E. V. Zollars wrote a treatise, 
which he tided, The Great Commission Restored. As 
we read the writings of these men of the first and 
second generations of the Stone-Campbell Move
ment, we come to a perfect understanding of what is 
involved in restoring New Testament Christianity. 

Both B.W. Stone and Alexander Campbell en
countered great difficulty in dealing with some of 
their early associates, who decided to leave the cause 
for which they pleaded. Richard McNemar and John 
Dunlavy forsook the Stone Movement and went 
with the Shakers. Robert Marshall and John Thomp
son recanted and returned to the Presbyterians. 
Campbell saw Sidney Rigdon depart and join with 
Joseph Smith to found the Mormon Church. Jer
emiah Vardeman, who was the moderator for Camp
bell, in the 1823 McCalla debates, defected and re
turned to the Baptists. However, John Alan Gano re
ported that on the death of Stone's first wife, he left 
his four motherless daughters with the brethren and 
sisters to care for them while he and the pious and 
zealous Reuben Dooley traversed the land laboring 
gratuitously far and near, in building up the 
churches and planting many others. 

Many of the stalwarts of the second generation 
during the last half of the 1800s suffered much an
guish as they witnessed the organizations of the 
American Christian Missionary Society· (1849) and 
the introduction of instruments of music into the 
worship of congregations (1859). The local congre
gations divided into society-organ churches while 
others remained non-society non-organ churches. 
The efforts to retain New Testament Christianity 
were hindered gready by the divided conditions cre
ated by the introduction of unscriptural affiliations 
and innovations. 

We are finding history repeating itself as a result 
of a well-orchestrated effort to change that for 

which we have contended, in the churches of Christ, 
and to make New Testament Christianity conform to 
the current social mores. The self-styled scholars 
among us are ridiculing the plea to return to the 
Bible and bashing the church of our Lord on every 
hand. The change agents in our pulpits and class
rooms are proposing different conditions of salva
tion, modifying the organizational pattern of the 
church and modernizing the system of biblical wor
ship. The apostle Paul would say these are they 
whose "mouths must be stopped." 

Thanks. be to God there are loyal preachers and 
faithful elders and reliable teachers who are and will 
continue in the posture of those who defend the 
truth against those within and without (Acts 20:29-
30). Therefore, we must not become weary in well 
doing. We shall overcome. We will be victorious in 
our fight of the good fight of faith. I must keep my 
finger in the hole of the leaking dike. Let us hold 
back the surging wave of liberalism and digression. 
New Testament Christianity will work in the 2.1st 
century, too. 
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Second Annual 
Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

-November 1-4, 1998-

In Hope of Eternal Life - Studies in Titus 

Sunday, November 1 
9:30 a.m ........................... Acknowledging God's Character ............................................ Gary Pollard 

10:30 a.m ••..•••..................•. Preaching: How God Manifests His Word (1 :4) ....................... Cliff Newell 
6:00p.m ........................... The Value of Faithful Coworkers (3:12-14} ....................... Richard Melson 

Monday, November 2 
9:00 a.m ........................... Paul's Relationship to Titus ......................................... Clarence McDowell 

10:00 a.m ........................... Church Leadership - 1 (1 :5-11) .•••••••.•....•..•..••..................... Max Patterson 
11:00 a.m •••••••.••••••••••••.•••••• .,.o the Pure All Things Are Pure• (1 :15) ............................. Mural Worthey 
2:00 p.m ........................... A Study of Works in Titus ................................................ Glenn Hitchcock 
3:00 p.m ........................... The Character of the Congregation - 1 •.•.•••••..........•.••• Hardeman Nichols 
4:00 p.m ........................... What It Means to Be Sound - 1 ............................................ Roy Lanier Jr. 
7:00 p.m .•..•••..................•• Congregational singing 
7:30p.m .•..••..•.................• Christian Living "in View of the Cross• (2:14) ........................... David Saln 

Tuesday, November 3 
9:00 a.m •.............•.•.......... Avoiding Division in the Local Church (3:8-11) ......................... Bill Burton 

10:00 a.m •.............•............ Church Leadership - 2 ......................................................... Max Patterson 
11 :00 a.m •..................••.....• The Power of God's Forgiveness (3:3-7) ............................. Allen Webster 
2:00 p.m ..•.••.••...••.•...•.•••••• A Study of Grace in Titus .......................................................... Eddy Gilpin 
3:00 p.m ••.••.•.••••••••••••••.•••. The Character of the Congregation - 2 ........................ Hardeman Nichols 
4:00 p.m •••••••.•••••••••.••.•••••• What It Means to Be Sound - 2 ............................................ Roy Lanier Jr. 
7:00 p.m •............•.•........... Congregational singing 
7:30p.m ••.......•................. Christian Living "in This Present World (2:12) ..•••.•..•.•.•.•••••. Flavll Nichols 

Wednesday, November 4 
9:00 a.m ........................... Actors in the Local Church (1 :16) .............................................. Glann Lee 

1 0:00 a.m •........•••••.•.....•...•. Church Leadership - 3 .•...........•.••.•••.••.•..•........•..•.••.•.••..•.••••• Max Paterson 
11:00 a.m ........................... Coping with the Contentious (1:10-11) ................................ Ken Randolph 
2:00 p.m •............•............. A Study of Doctrine in Titus ................................................. James Rogers 
3:00 p.m ........................... The Character of the Congregation - 3 ........................ Hardeman Nichols 
4:00 p.m ........................... What It Means to Be Sound - 3 ............................................ Roy Lanier Jr. 
7:00 p.m ........................... Congregational Singing 
7:30 p.m .•...................•..••• Christian Uving "in Hope of Eternal Ufe" (1 :3) ••..••••••.•••..•••••. Keith Mosher 
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Freud Christianity 
By Jerry Moffitt 

Jesus said, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy 
self" (Matt. 22:39). In his book titled, Civiliza
tion and Its Discontents, written in 1930, 

Sigmund Freud bitterly reacted to Jesus' statement. 
Notice: 

What is the point of a precept enunciated 
with so much solemnity if its fulfillment 
couldn't be recommended as reasonable? ..• Not 
merely is this stranger in general unworthy of 
my love; I must honestly confess that he has 
more claim to my hostility and even my hatred. 
He seems not to have the least trace of love for 
me and shows me not the slightest consider
ation. If it will do him any good he has no hesi
tation in injuring me, nor does he ask himself 
whether the amount of advantage he gains bears 
any proportion to the extent of the harm he 
does to me. Indeed, he need not even obtain an 
advantage. If he can satisfy any sort of desire by 
it, he thinks nothing of jeering at me, insulting 
me, slandering me and showing his superior 
power; and the more secure he feels and the 
more helpless I am, the more certainly I can ex
pect him to behave like this to me •..• Indeed, if 
this grandiose commandment had run 'Love thy 
neighbor as thy neighbor loves thee,' I should 
not take exception to it •••• 

The element of truth behind all this, which 
people are so ready to disavow, is that men are 
not gentle creatures who want to be loved, and 
who at the most can defend themselves if they 
are attacked. They are, on the contrary, crea
tures among whose instinctual endowments is to 
be reckoned a powerful share of aggressiveness. 
As a result, their neighbor is for them not only a 
potential helper or sexual object, but also some
one who tempts them to satisfy their aggressive
ness on him, to exploit his capacity for work 
without compensation, to use him sexually with
out his consent, to seize his possessions, to hu
miliate him, to cause him pain, to torture and to 
kill him. Homo bomini bipus [man is a wolf to 
man]. See pp. 63-65. 

Brief Thoughts oa lhls 
Freud says, "Love thy neighbor as thyself" "cannot 
be recommended as reasonable." I have found it 
very reasonable, as have others. However, reason
ableness may not always be short-term. Much that is 
reasonable is bound up in the long-term statement, 
"Great is your reward in heaven" (Matt. 5:12). 

Freud's statement tells us as much about Freud as 

it does his fellowman. Jesus said, "Give, and it shall be 
given unto you; good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, shall they give into your bo
som. For with what measure ye mete it shall be mea
sured to you again" (Luke 6:38). Jesus is right. For 
good or for bad, people respond to your actions. That 
is why some people attract friends and some don't. 
Human nature, all other things considered, seems to 
be endowed with a built-in sense of reciprocity. 

Then Freud sounds about as paranoid as a rat 
just bitten by a snake. He uses words to describe 
what mankind wants to do to him if they can corner 
him: "satisfy their aggressiveness," "seize his posses
sions," "humiliate him, to cause him pain, to torture 
and to kill him." I doubt many ventured to try it 
with the embittered, drawn-dagger attitude Freud 
had. I can't see him turning the other cheek (Matt. 
5:38), loving his enemy (Matt. 5:44), or overcoming 
evil with good (Rom. 12:21). 

To lash out at opposers as did Freud reminds me 
of the possible cause of his troubles: "A snappish dog 
has tattered ears." Freud may have accomplished 
much to further his own personal "science" of psy
chology. Still, he is described as ruthless toward 
those who disagreed with him. Think what Chris
tianity, however, could do if its principles filled all 
mankind. Christianity is designed to slay base ag
gressiveness. Friends, when some of the "pillars" of 
society adopted an anti-Bible attitude, it seems soci
ety started to get crueler, and now look around. It's 
gotten worse. P.O. So% 1275 

Portland6 TX 78374 
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SuHicient, Adequate, Enough 
By Rob Whitacre 

F or all scripture is given by inspiration of 
God and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, and instruction 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly furnished unto every good 
work (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Paul said the written record of God's revelation 
"thoroughly" furnishes the man of God "unto every 
good work." 

The scriptures contain all the revelation we need 
to guide us to heaven. In every conversion account, 
words were used as the medium in offering salvation. 
On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit used words 
t~. convict of sin and describe the terms of salvation 
(~ 2:1-38). 

Cornelius was saved by obeying the words Peter 
preached (Acts 11:14 ). Prior to the coming of Peter 
to Caesarea, Cornelius and those with him were, of 
course, lost. Peter spoke to him saving words. The 
gospel is the power of God to save (Rom. 1:16). 

Paul was saved by obeying the commands of God 
expressed in the inspired words of Ananias (Acts 
22:16). He was instructed to "enter into the city and 
there it will be told thee what thou must do" (Acts 9:6). 

Jesus said, "It is the spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and they are life" Uohn 6:63). 
Peter said, "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal life" ijohn 6:68). 

In conviction and conversion the revealed and 
written Word "thoroughly furnishes to every good 
work." The English word thoroughly means "exhaus
tively complete: Painstakingly accurate or careful." 

The Bible provides all the motivation and strength 
a Christian needs to live a faithful life. Paul wrote, "I 
commend you to God and to the word of His grace 
that is able to build you up" (Acts 20:35). 

Jeremiah said, "Thy words were found, and I did 
eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and re
joicing of mine heart" ijer. 15:16). 

The Psalmist said, "The statutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart" (Psa. 19-8). In addition, he 
wrote, "Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might 
not sin against thee" (Psa. 119:11). 

Jesus said, "Sanctify them through thy truth; thy 
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word is truth" ijohn 17:17). Paul said we are sancti
fied and cleansed by the, "washing of water by the 
word" (Eph. 5 :26). 

The Word is able to: build us up, bring us joy 
and rejoicing, and, as a burning fue within us, keep 
us from sin, sanctify, and cleanse us. 

We, of course, strengthen and encourage one 
another, but only as we act in conformity with the 
certified Word (1 Cor. 14:1-4). The Word is used by 
the Spirit to tell us how to gain strength and incen
tive. Therefore, the Word is all we need- it is suffi
cient, adequate, enough. 

The Bible is sufficient to comfort those in sor
row and distress. Paul said, "Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words" (1 Thess. 4: 18). The 
Word is able to bring comfort by telling us about the 
hope of faithful Christians. 

Again, we understand that comfort may also 
come from the fellowship of Christians and family 
members ijohn 11: 19), but it is feeble and ineffective 
in the absence of the assurance of divine revelation. 

We learn about love, comfort, peace, happiness, 
and joy through the Bible. Paul said, "Whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of 
the scriptures might have hope" (Rom. 15:4). 

The Bible is an adequate weapon in the battle 
against Satan. It is our A-bomb. Paul said, "And take 
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit 
which is the Word of God' (Eph. 6:17). "Fight the 
good fight of faith" (1 Trm. 6: 12). 

Paul says the revealed Word will guard us 
against all error and keep us in the right way. Jesus 
said, "Is it not for this cause that ye do err: ye know 
not the scriptures neither the power of God" (Mark 
12:24)? The converse of this is if we know the scrip
tures, we will be kept from all error. 

The Holy Spirit is not the Bible, nor is the Bible 
the Holy Spirit, but the Bible is the medium or in
strument the Holy Spirit uses. It makes the man of 
God "complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work" (2 Tim 3: 17). The Bible by itself in
forms, enlightens, empowers, and encourages us 
sufficiently. If it is sufficient, what more is needed? 



Blessed are they that are perfect in the way, 
who walk in the law of Jehovah. 

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, that 
~eek him with the whole heart. 

Yea, they do no unrighteousness; they walk in 
his ways. 

Thou hast commanded us thy precepts, that 
we should observe them diligently. 

Oh that my ways were established to observe 
thy statutes! 

Then shall I not be put to shame, when I have 
respect unto all thy commandments. 

I will give thanks unto thee with uprightness 
of heart, when I learn thy righteous judgments. 

I will observe thy statutes: Oh forsake me not 
utterly. 

Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way? 

let me not wander from thy commandments. 
Thy word have I laid up in my heart, that I 

might not sin against thee. 
Blessed art thou, 0 Jehovah: teach me thy stat

utes. 
With my lips have I declared all the ordi

nances of thy mouth. 
I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, 

as much as in all riches. 
I will meditate on thy precepts, and have re

spect unto thy ways. 
I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not 

forget thy word. 
Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may 

live; so will I observe thy word. 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold won

drous things out of thy law (Psa. 119:1-18). 
By taking heed thereto according to thy word. 

With my whole heart have I sought thee: Oh 
P.O. Box 55 

Poole, KY 42444 
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Special 30th Anniversary Edition 
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With the '99 Lectureship volume we will be celebrating the 30th year of the Florida School of Preaching. This is a sig
nificant milestone, and it is with both humility and gratitude that we pause to express appreciation to all those who 
have made it possible. 
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You may order or reserve the following lectureship books: 
• What Does H Mean To Be A Christian Like Paul? 

(Save $2.00 by reserving your copy at prepublication price of .............................. $13.00 
plus $2.25 p/h or pick up at Lectureship and save.) 

• Meeting The Challenging Tests Of Life (1998) .................................................. $14.00 
• If The Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do? (1997) ..... $14.00 
• You Have Heard It Said .•• But The Bible Says (1996) ...................................... $14.00 
• Good News That Troubles The World (1995) .................................................... $13.75 

• The Doctrine Of Christ (1994) .................................................................... Out of print 
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Call (800) 320-9780 • email: FSOP@gte.net • web site: http://chdi.com.fsopl 

Attend our annual lectureship the third full week in January. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Lessons From Lydia 
By Irene C. Taylor 

In Acts 16:13-15 we are introduced to a woman 
who is on a business trip. We are told that this 
lady, Lydia, was from the city of Thyatira. We 

meet her at a riverside outside Philippi of Mace
donia. She was there for the specific purpose of wor
shiping God (v. 14). 

One lesson that can be learned from Lydia is there 
is a place for women in the world of business. Lydia 
was a seller of purple. Since this was a dye used by 
royalty, it is reasonable to assume that she dealt with 
kings. The worthy woman of Proverbs 31 is also por
trayed as a successful businesswoman. She "consid
ered a field, and buyeth it:" (v. 16). "She perceived 
that her merchandise is good" (v. 18). "She maketh 
fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto 
the merchant" (v. 24). 

Women can have business dealings with a man. 
My widowed mother operated a farm and it was often 
necessary to employ male workers. In selling produce, 
she had to maintain some control to earn enough to 
feed and clothe a large family. 

There is no reason to assume that Lydia was a 
married woman or a mother. The Bible does not indi
cate that she was either. "Her household" likely con
sisted of other women and servants in her employ. 
Acts 16:13 indicates the group with Lydia was com
posed of women. 

Another lesson we can learn from Lydia is that, 
even on a business trip, one need not leave God out 
of one's plans. Lydia could have made many ex
cuses to neglect worship. She could have said there 
was no proper place of worship convenient for 
the women. Since Paul and his company also came 
to the river to teach, it is reasonable to suppose that 
there was no synagogue in Phillipi. Had there been 
a synagogue in Philippi, Lydia and the women with 
her could have gone there to pray and learn. She 
shows devotion toward God that Christians should 
imitate. She puts to shame those professing Christian
ity who absent themselves from worship on business 
and pleasure. 
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Paul taught these women about 
the Lord. That he spoke of salvation 
is apparent in view of her request to 
be baptized. Her example and influ
ence likely played a part in the bap
tism of those of her household. We 
know no babies were involved since 
Bible baptism is administered only to 
those capable of believing the truths of God's Word. 
When the truth was preached to them, they readily 
obeyed from honest hearts. 

This lady immediately offered hospitality to Paul 
and his companions. Hospitality is an endangered art 
today. With so many vacating the home for the work 
place we see the practice of hospitality is scarce. 
Never have the masses acquired nicer homes and finer 
things yet shared them less. Why has it become such a 
burden to prepare a meal and invite guests? We rob 
ourselves of the opportunity to cement Christian 
friendships as well as to welcome newcomers and/or 
enlarge the opportunity to influence prospective con
verts. True hospitality is to share warmly what is avail
able, making guests welcome and comfortable. 

Lydia put the Lord first above her travel and per
sonal pursuits. She has shown us that success need not 
exclude the Lord but rather is made sweeter by giving 
him his rightful place in our lives. 

P.O. Box 464 
Ripley, 1N 38063 
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Potpourri . •• 
Our readers sometime send mail to encour

age, correct, counsel, or condemn our ef
forts. (Frankly, we receive very little nega

tive response.) Here are a few samples: "I say Amen 
to your publication. Thank you for your good work" 
(TX). Here is another from the Lone Star State, "I 
find the "Potpourri" section of your magazine dis
turbing. Though the ideas expressed there are 
headed in the right direction, they are often full of 
haughty, hateful, and mean-spirited words that do 
not reflect a Christian attitude." From Florida this 
word, "I just wanted to let you know how much my 
husband and I enjoy your paper. I was in a terrible 
automobile accident, which left me in a coma for 
three months. After some recovery, my husband took 
me to the church where he was restored and I was 
baptized." A Houston reader says, "I especially enjoy 
your editorials." (Hey, thank you for that.) 

New from the Firm Foundation/ 

A Critical Review of 
The Peaceable Kingdom 

by Wayne Coats 

The Peaceable Kingdom, by Carroll Osburn, is an 
lnurbane book. Osburn, a professor of Bible at Abilene 
Christian University, attempts to discredit the restoration ap
peal and misalign the church. His teaching is dangerous and 
damning. 

Wayne Coats of Mt. Juliet, Tennessee has done a master
ful job of answering the Osburn book and effectively pin
pointing its fallacies. It Is not necessary for every member of 
the church to have Osburn's book, but it is advisable for all 
to read Coats answer to it. 

Brother Coats takes up the Osburn misadventure chapter 
by chapter and exposes its teaching to the light of Bible truth. 
When Osburn's ideas are examined by sound doctrine, they 
fade like a cut flower. With withering commonsense Coats 
takes up each false notion presented in Osburn's little volume 
and gives an unanswerable answer. 

A perusal of the Coats book will make you aware of the lib
eral position and what Is wrong with it. At the same time it will 
enhance your love of the Bible and appreciation of everlast
Ing truth. 

-$6.95 plus shipping and handling-

Firm Foundation • 1-800-572-3619 

Well, anyway, that's a sample. Most of our read
ers understand that "Potpourri" is mostly quotations 
we have gleaned from sources. The purpose is to 
help us stay up with happenings in the church, 
among the denominations, and in the nation. Many 
people think it is worthwhile. It is intended to be a 
read on morals, or the lack thereof, and vain doc
trine both in and out of the church. 

So, here we go again. 

Bare Thee Well 

GKate Logan delivered the commencement ad
dress at her Long Trail, Vermont, high school. Half 
way through the speech, she slipped out of her white 
graduation robe and finished the presentation stark 
naked. She later said that she made the decision to 
disrobe several months ago as she began searching for 
significance in the milestone event. Officials at the 
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small private school called the stunt "overwhelmingly 
inappropriate" (Source World, June 27, 1998). 

Mommas less Poppas 
OJodie Foster gave birth to Charles the last week 

in July. She refused to say who the child's father is 
with the comment, "I am not going to discuss the fa
ther, the method, or anything of that nature." Miss 
Foster also said, "I don't think a father is necessary 
to raise a healthy, happy baby." 

Babies and Cats 
0 Brian Peterson and Amy Grossberg were each 

given a two and a half years sentence for bludgeoning 
their baby to death. Barry Herbeck was given 12 years 
in prison for torturing five cats to death. Neither kill
ing babies nor abusing cats is right, but somehow 
these disproportionate sentences seem to suggest a 
perversion of justice- also new age inanition. All life 
should be respected, but human life has more value 
than that of animals - Hinduism notwithstanding. 

The Eternal lire 
OThe Commission on Doctrine of the Church of 

England has decided that hell is "non being," thereby 

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 
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eliminating "unquenchable fire" and "gnashing of 
teeth." This same conclusion was reached by 
Houston's Bering Drive church elder, Edward Fudge, 
in his shameful but little noticed book, The Fire That 
Consumes, (self-published). If the Anglicans and 
Fudge are right (which they distinctly are not), then 
you can sin to your heart's delight and when you die 
you simply cease to be. One writer noted that this 
nonsensical and unbiblical teaching makes hell "a 
piece of cake, and if Jesus is Savior, then He's a pretty 
piddling Savior, for He hasn't saved us from anything 
worth fearing." The atheist has always said that when 
he dies he expects to cease to exist. 

Shame, Shame 

ONational Review (August 3, 1998) says that 
"Tina Brown breathlessly reported in The New 
Yorker about President Clinton's glamour and sex 
appeal (he's alive from the waist down)." The latest 
feminist response comes from the besotted Nina 
Burleigh, a freelance writer who covered the White 
House for Time. She writes in Mirabella about the 
allure of powerful men, having found herself "will
ing and compliant" after being ogled by the presi
dent during a flight on Air Force One. She later told 
the Washington Post, "I'd be happy to give him [oral 
sex] just to thank him for keeping abortion legal." 

In contrast MSNBC's analyst Laura Ingraham 
said, "You don't have the luxury of lying about sex 
when you are the President and you're in the 
people's house. And the people are paying your sal
ary, your lawyer's salary, and your intern's salary." 

You Can lool Some of the People 

OFredrick Lenz, who claimed to be the incarna
tion of the Hindu god, Rama, is dead with a dog-col
lar around his neck. Rama, by the way, claimed to be 
an incarnation of Vishnu, another Hindu god. Lenz
Rama ripped off people for many millions of dollars 
by claiming to show them how to reach Nirvana. He 
repackaged Eastern religion for a '90s audience. His 
New Age scheme raked in six million dollars a year 
from his students. He was showing them how to 
"develop a more resilient, peaceful, inner strength." 
He put his dog's collar around his neck, swallowed a 
handful of Valium, then threw himself into the Long 
Island bay. His dead body was found under twenty 
feet of water. One observer said, "Lenz gets smart 
people to do stupid things." Lenz claimed inner 
strength couldn't keep him from tossing himself off 
a pier. It was the suicide of Rama. 



More Scam lor t6e Gullible 
OThe Chenal Valley Church (affiliation un

known), but located in Little Rock, Arkansas has 
sent out a brochure advertising a May 16-17, 1998 
seminar, a copy of which is in hand. It is fascinating, 
if not alarming, to take note of the various speakers. 
The lead guy is Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson, a Roman 
Catholic priest and Benedictine Monk. He is sup
ported on the program by Dr. Abraham Johannes 
Malherbe a former professor at ACU, and co
founder of the journal, Restoration Quarterly, pres
ently Dean for Academic affairs at Yale Divinity 
School. Also on the program is Dr. Carl R. Holladay, 
a preacher for the Church of Christ and former elder 
at the Northlake congregation in Atlanta. Finally, 
the fourth personality helping the program is 
Mr. John Allen Chalk, formerly a speaker and still 
on the board for Herald of Truth, and also current 
member of the National Development Council, 
Abilene Christian University. (If you would like to 
see a photocopy of the brochure, make your request 
to: Firm Foundation, P.O. Box 690192, Houston, 
TX 77269.) 
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feac6er lirefl 
OAccording to a National Review article ijuly 

20, 1998), "Mildred Rosaria was teaching in a pub
lic school in the South Bronx when the principal 
spoke over the intercom to ask for a moment of si
lence for a student who had drowned. When one of 
her charges asked where the dead child was, Miss 
Rosario started telling them about Heaven and God, 
after saying that those who did not want to listen 
could read in the back of the room. For this she was 
fired, from a school system in which incompetents, 
lunatics, monoglots, and pedophiles cling to tenure 
for years. Parents and politicians, local and national, 
rallied to her cause." 

Slinking 
$Speaking of offensive lawsuits, here's one from 

Norway. A University of Oslo student is going to 
court to defend his right to reek. The man was 
barred from classes because his strong smell and tat
tered clothes drew complaints from staff and fellow 
students. The man claims that avoiding soap gives 
him a better understanding of astrophysics. (That's 
what he was studying.) He says his expulsion vio
lates his "right to a private life" and "right to an edu
cation" (Source: Reason, August/September 1998). 

Marriage 
0 Delegates to the Southern Baptist Convention 

voted overwhelmingly to amend their Baptist Faith 
and Message Statement to include a declaration on 
family. The added statement says that family (mar
riage) is "the uniting of one man and one woman in 
covenant commitment for a lifetime" and explains 
Bible standards that apply to the family. The equality 
of marriage partners is upheld, but spells out how 
they are to relate~~o each other, including a clause 
that reads, "A wife' is to submit herself graciously to 
the servant leadership of her husband." This has 
caused a furor in the national press, especially from 
radical women's groups. 

The Baptists could have simply said, "Wives, be 
in subjection unto your own husbands, as unto the 
Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, and 
Christ also is the head of the church, being himself 
the savior of the body. But as the church is subject to 
Christ, so let the wives also be to their husbands in 
everything" (Eph. 5:22-24). 

Pagans 
0 Earl Davis sent a clipping from the Chicago Tri

bune of an article by Connie Lauerman. Here are 
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some excerpts from the piece. "At the new and full 
moons ••. some people celebrate with religious ritu
als that hark back to simpler times. . . . They call 
themselves pagans, or neo-pagans. ... On the 
Interent paganism has been hailed as the fastest 
growing religion in North America." One of these 
pagans is quoted in the article as saying, "I decided 
that there was no way I was going to find gnosis [su
perior spiritual knowledge] through Christianity, be
cause it was based on .. . teachings of the Bible. . .. 
Wicca [a pagan nature religion] is a structured path. 
It emphasizes discipline and training and it gives one 
a progression, whereby one can get better and better 
through psychic work .••. It also gives a dear spiri
tual path to integrate environmental consciousness 
into religious practice. All the traditional Judea
Christian religion care about is human beings." 

Well, the article goes on to explain that these 
misguided souls get their insights and knowledge 
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9:00a.m •••••• Repentance In His Name (Luke 24:45-49) 
..................................................... Gil Yoder 

10:00 a.m •••••• Truth Is Absolute and Attainable 
(John 8:32·34) ......................... Don Walker 

11:00 a.m •••••• We Must Go as God Has Directed 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Charles Collette 

1:30 p.m •••••• Paul's Third Missionary ;Jpurney 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .: •••••• Wayne Blake 

2:30p.m •••••• Open Forum 
7:00p.m •••••• Converted to What? •••••••••• Lindell Mitchell 
8:00p.m •••••• By the Time You Ought to Be 

Teachers (Heb. 5:12) ••••••••••••••• Mark Sloan 
Sunday, October 10 

9:00a.m •••••• Paul's First Missionary Journey 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ron Chandler 

10:00 a.m •••••• Here Am I, Send Me (lsa. 6:1-6) 
............................................ Tom Wacaster 

1:30 p.m •••••• Paul's Second Missionary Journey 
...................................... Roddy Covington 

2:30p.m •••••• Leadership In Fulfilling the Great 
Commission ............................ Jess Hall Jr. 

6:00p.m •••••• Zeal for the Father's Work 
(Rom. 12:11) ........................... Lynn Parker 

7:00p.m •••••• The Fields Are White Unto Harvest 
(Matt. 9:37-38) •••••••••.•••••••••• Tom Wacaster 

Cedar Bayou Church of Christ 
3601 N. Hwy 146 • Baytown, Texas 77520 • (281) 422-2935 
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from reading - guess what- books! Beth Hodges, 
20, a student at Northern Illinois University said she 
read The Mists of Avalon to help her get Wicca reli
gion. In the New Testament this kind of nonsense is 
called sorcery or witchcraft, and is emphatically con
demned. 

These folks worship trees and roaches, but not 
the one true, living God revealed in sacred scripture 
and confirmed by the awesome demonstrations of 
the universe. "The heavens declare the glory of 
God." "The invisible things of him are clearly seen, 
being perceived through the things that are made, 
even his everlasting power and divinicy, that they 
may be without excuse." 

More from l11rl D""ii 
0 In another Chicago Tribune article (May 5, 

1998) Linda Chavez declares, "Parents play an im
portant role in discouraging teen sex." She makes 
the following points, "Teens who are dose to their 
parents are more likely to remain abstinent •.... Teens 
whose parents closely supervise them are more likely 
to be older when they first have sex ..•. Teens whose 
parents hold strong opinions about the value of ab
stinence ... are less at risk of becoming pregnant." 

On llomosuullllty 
OU.S. News & World Report Oune 15, 1998) 

talks about a new Broadway production. "A play 
about a homosexual Jesus character named Joshua 
who has sex with his disciples and is crucified as 
king of the queers. The play is Corpus Christi by 
Terrence McNally. The Catholic League for Reli
gious and Civil Rights vowed to "wage a war no one 
will forget" if the play goes on. 

On May 28 President Clinton signed an execu
tive order giving homosexuals and bisexuals prefer
ential treatment. If a Federal job is open and a ho
mosexual and heterosexual with equal qualifications 
apply, the homosexual will be given the job. It has 
the effect of make homosexuality a minority classifi
cation -like, for instance, women or blacks • 

Some powerful congressmen have promised to 
bend every effort to have the executive order over
thrown as being unconstitutional. Conservative 
groups have launched a major effort to have the or
der overturned, saying, "It gives the stamp of U.S. 
government approval to behavior that is immoral 
and destructive to individuals." 

The Houston Chronicle (Sunday, Aug. 2, 1998) 
ran an article by Shankar Vedantam, Knight Ridder 
Tribune News. The piece tells of a group in Philadel-



Studies for ladies 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

1.,.; 

.17"'tr<· l.tk·t/, .~(/~(,.,. 

• Victory Over Trials 
Encouragement from the life of Job 

• :/f./} 

hard back ..... $8.95 
paper back ..... 5.95 

• If You Would See Good Days 
Help for daily decisions paper back .... 5.95 

• You Can Be Beautiful 
With beauty that never fades 

hard back ....... 7.95 
paper back ..... 5.95 

• Your Best Friend 
Our precious privilege: 
a personal friendship with Jesus Christ 

paper back ..... 5.95 

• Daughters of Eve 
Strength for today from women of yesterday 

• Choosing life's Best 
The practical plan of proverbs 

hard back ....... 8.95 
paper back ..... 6.95 

paper back ..... 5.95 

• Please add $2.00 postage and handling 
for one book. 

• On larger orders, add 10% of the total. 

Order from 
Harvest Publications 
P.O. Box 8456 • Ft. Worth, Texas 76124 
(817) 457·7116 • (800) 510·3140 

Annual 
Mid-Ark 

FaD Lectures 

Adult 

October 1 O, 1998 

The Bible Doctrine 
of Final Things 
(Eschatology) 

8:45 a.m ........ Singing 
9:00 a.m ........ Where Are the Dead? ........ David Costello 

10:00 a.m ........ The 1 000-year Reign ............ Keith Mosher 
11 :00 a.m ........ Break 
11:15 a.m ........ False Doctrines ............... Glenn Hitchcock 
12:15 p.m . ....... Barbecue dinner/fellowship 
1 :45 p.m ........ Singing 
2:15 p.m . ....... The Order of Events at the End 

of the World ................................ B. J. Clark 

Youth (12·19 year• old) 
9:30 a.m ........ Singing 
9:45 a.m ........ Works of the Flesh ................... B. J. Clarke 

10:45 a.m ........ Break 
11 :00 a.m ........ Singing 
11:15 a.m ........ What Can I Do for the Lord 

............................................ David Costello 
12:15 p.m ........ Barbecue dinner/fellowship 
1 :45 p.m ........ Singing 
2:00 p.m ........ Fruit of the Spirit .............. Glenn Hitchcock 

This is a unique event sponsored by the church of 
Christ on North Main Street in Malvern, Arkansas. It 
takes place at a private residence in the country, be
neath an Arkansas autumn sky. It's unusual, yet invigo
rating setting takes one back to the good ole' days when 
God's people knew how to enjoy fellowship. This period 
of fellowship and spiritual feasting will be capped off by 
what we believe to be the best barbecue dinner around. 
This event is for the whole family. Not only are there 
special sessions for the teens, but there will be an at
tended area for small children. 

If you enjoy excellent food, wonderful iellowship, 
great preaching, and spirited singing, you will not want 
to miss this affair. We are convinced that it will warm 
your heart, uplift your spirit, and motivate you to greater 
service for Christ. 

The North Main Cbur(:b of Christ 
823 North Main Streeet 

Malvern, Arkansas 721 04 
(501) 332-2273 • 332-8513 

Tracy Dugger, Evangelist 
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phia, all claiming to be Christian and deeply reli
gious, but also homosexuals. They wanted to be ho
mosexual, but their faith told them that such con
duct is sin. They were meeting to help each other 
stop practicing homosexuality. 

them a way to deal with the problem." Lott went on 
to compare the practice of homosexuality with alco
holism, sex addiction, and kleptomania." 

A person may have a predisposition to drunken
ness, but he can still control himself and not be a 
drunkard. A person may have tendency to perverted 
sexual practices, but he does not have to practice ho
mosexuality. A person may have an inclination to 
steal, but he ought not to be a thief. God gives us the 
power to control ourselves and makes it incumbent 
on us to do so. A final judgment is coming. 

In July full page national ads began to appear in 
major newspapers across the country calling homo
sexuality a sin and featuring testimony of ex-homo
sexuals - people who say religious programs helped 
them change their sexual orientation. The ads said, 
"Thousands are leaving their homosexual identity 
for sexual celibacy, and even marriage." 

Homosexual-rights groups ran ads accusing the 
religious groups of encouraging intolerance. 

A group organized by the Presbyterian Church of 
America is called Harvest USA. A spokesman for the 
group is quoted as saying "Let's not single out one 
sin. We're all sinners." 

Still, we do not hate practicing homosexuals. We 
have compassion toward sodomites, but we dare not 
condone their behavior by silence and shameful re
fusal to call for repentance. 

Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott said homo
sexual conduct is a sin, but added, "You should still 
love the person and you should not mistreat them, 
or treat them as outcasts. You should try to show 

[B]ecause that, knowing God, they glorified him 
not as God, neither gave thanks; but became vain 
in their reasonings, and their senseless heart was 
darkened .... For this cause God gave them up 
unto vile passions: for their women changed the 
natural use into that which is against nature: and 
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of 
the woman, burned in their lust one toward an-

It's time for 

Bible 
Boot 
Camp 

BBC1: Basic Training 
Bonnie Gary and Barbara Hanna 
• Bible centered, 13 lessons 
• Emphasis on service in God's army 
• Books and divisions of the Bible 
• Students learn navigational skills 
• Prayer skills, Plan of Salvation 
• Apostles, Seven Churches of Asia 
• Basic training manual 
• Insignia charts (earn rank) 
• Songs and cadences 
• Inspection questions (end of class) 

Materials 
• Sample BBC Book ........................ $3 
• Teacher's Manual ......................... 1 0 
• Reproducible for Grades 1-3 ...... 10 
• Reproducible for Grades 4-6 ...... 10 
• Five Insignia charts and sticker ... 5 
• Duty stickers (1 set per class) ..•... 2 
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BBC forVBS 
New Testament version 
of Bible Boot Camp 1 
revised for VBS 

Includes instructions and activities, 
graphics for posters, name tags, 
revised Basic Training Manual 

Order BBC for VBS, 
NT version 
• Three Book Set (reproducible) ..• $30 
• Reproducible Pre-K Manual ••••••••• 10 
• Reproducible Grades 1-4 .............. 10 
• Reproducible Grades 5-8 .............. 10 

Lesson Books 
for grades 5 and 6 
By Barbara Hanna 

• According to God's Pattern
Worship, Organization, Plan of Salvation, 
etc. 

• Developing Christian Character
Bible basis for moral values. 

• Following Christ's Footsteps -
Doctrinal foundations found in Mark. 

Student books $3 • Teacher's guide $4 

Reproducible 
Work Sheet Books 
for grades 1-4 
By Barbara Hanna 

Spiral·bound, 13-lesson books pro
vide a teaching page with various 
types and levels of activities. Books 
may be used for one grade only or for 
combined classes ............... $1 0/esch 

• RWS 12 According to God's Pattern 
• RWS 13 Developing Christian 

Character 
• RWS 14 The Kingdom Is the Church 
• RWS 15 The Kingdom Parables 
• RWS 16 Following In Christ's 

Footsteps 
• RWS 17 Understanding Bib/a Words, 

PartOna 

HANNA PUBLICATIONS 
P. 0. Box 278 • Eudora, KS 66025 
(785) 542-3180 
HannaPubll@aol.com 
http://members.aol.com/hannapubll 

Please add 10% P&H on all orders. 
Kansans add 6.4% slate sales lax. 
E-mail and phone orders welcome. 



other, men with men working unseemliness, and 
receiving in themselves that recompense of their 
error which was due. And even as they refused to 
have God in their knowledge, God gave them up 
unto a reprobate mind, to do those things which 
are not fitting. 

U.S. News & World Report Guly 27, 1998) gave 
this story: 

Before he was 12 years old, John Paulk knew 
he was different from other boys. ' I wasn't good 
at sports, and I was effeminate,' he says. 'They 
called me names like fag, queer, and sissy. At age 
14, he began drinking alcohol to numb the pain, 
and when he was 18 he started frequenting gay 
bars. By 20, he was working as a male prostitute 
and a drag queen. He felt depressed and trapped 
in his homosexual lifestyle. 'If you asked me 
back then,' he says, ' I'd have told you I was born 
that way.' 

After years of therapy and Christian nurtur
ing, Paulk describes himself as a 'former. gay' -
one of thousands of Americans who say they 
have found 'healing and deliverance' from ho
mosexuality through faith in Jesus. Married and 
a father, Paulk, 35, is the author of a new book, 
Not Afraid to Change. His wife, Anne, was fea
tured in a New York Times ad as an 'ex-lesbian' 
who is ' living proof that truth can set you free.' 

Brown 
Trail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

Nevada 
Firnt Foundation 

Lectureship 
October 18-21, 1998 

-The Truth-

Sunday, Ootober 18 
9:00 a.m . ....... A God of Truth ....................... Eddie Whitten 

10:00 a.m ........ No Truth in Him ........................ Randy Mabe 
6:00 p.m . ....... Obeying the Truth ............. Ken Butterworth 
7:00 p.m ........ Resisting the Truth ................ Perry Cotham 

Monday, September 19 
10:00 a.m . ....... The Prophets Spake Truth ..... Jack Woo ling 
11 :00 a.m ........ Preaching the Truth ........... Allen Robertson 
1 :30 p.m . ....... Love of the Truth ....................•.. Steve Lloyd 
2:30p.m ........ Worship in Truth ................... Bronson Ostlc 
3:30 p.m ........ Open Forum ..................... Robertson, Lloyd 
6:30p.m ........ Singing 
7:00 p.m ........ Endurance of Truth ................. Greg Weston 
8:00 p.m ........ Changing the Truth ................. Dan Goddard 

Tuesday, Ootober 20 
10:00 a.m . ....... Men of Truth ......................... David Dawson 
11:00 a.m ........ Truth Makes Enemies ...... Glenn Hitchcock 
1 :30 p.m ........ The Way of Truth ............... Allen Robertson 
2:30 p.m . ....... Thy Word Is Truth ..................... Randy Mabe 
3:30 p.m . ....... Open Forum ...................... Hitchcock, Mabe 
6:30 p.m . ....... Singing 
7:00 p.m . ....... The Pillar and Ground of Truth 

........................................ Joseph D. Meador 
8:00p.m ........ No Lie Is of the Truth ............. Tom Wacaster 

Wednesday, Ootober 21 
10:00 a.m ........ When Truth Is Fallen in the Street 

............................................... Perry Cotham 
11 :00 a.m ........ Freedom In Truth ..................... Jack Stewart 
1 :30 p.m ........ Turning From Truth ................. Tommy Hicks 
2:30 p.m ........ Established in Truth ............. Bronson Ostlc 
3:30 p.m ........ Open Forum .............................. Hicks, Ostlc 
6:30p.m ........ Singing 
7:00 p.m ........ Judgment of Truth .................. Keith Mosher 
8:00 p.m ........ Holding the Truth in Unrighteousness 

................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Boulevard Church of Christ 
4000 West Oakey Boulevard 

Las Vegas, Nevada 891 02 
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Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: 
Some professors and preachers are using the 

term postmodernism in their teachings, writings, and 
sermons. Would you please explain the significance 
of the term postmodernism? 
Answer: 

In 1980 I was a young graduate student at the 
State University of New York when Professors Henry 
Giroux and Peter McLaren published their book on 
postmodernism and education (Critical Pedagogy: 
The State and Cultural Struggle, Albany, NY, State 
University of New York Press, 1989). These profes
sors styled themselves as Critical Theorists, and they, 
along with others, desired to create a "new public 
philosophy for the postmodern era" (pp. 6-7). 

The term postmodern, while difficult to define 
precisely, is a modern-day buzz word in the popular 
vocabulary of the small segment of educators, phi
losophers, sociologists, and political scientists, whose 
strong desire is to restructure not only American soci
ety but Western civilization into a global network 
where none is excluded. We have some advocates of 
postmodernism in the church. The phrase postmod
ern is a term coined and used by those who see them
selves as the intellectual "lights" in a new era. Many 
who promote postmodernism view themselves as par
ticipating in the exciting restructuring of a new social 
order, which for a few, includes the Lord's church. 

The term postmodernism must be understood as 
a concept which considers the social trends of the 
late twentieth century as being significant for the 
twenty-first century. Among such social issues are 
the following: (1) the ending of the cold war be
tween the United States and the former Soviet 
Union; (2) a change in the economies of Western na
tions from industrial to technology, information, and 
service; (3) the questioning and abandonment of tra
ditional lifestyles and values and the promotion of 
alternative lifestyles and values in Western nations; 
and, (4) a profound social debate concerning the au
thority and legitimacy of once-respected social insti
tutions whose existence may now be deemed unnec-
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essary. The latter certainly includes New Testament 
Christianity. 

It must be remembered, however, that whether 
these trends signify the end of the modern era, the 
beginning of the postmodern era, or a transition to 
an age whose contours remain indeterminate is an 
open question. In essence, no one knows for sure. 
Yet, a significant group of theorists, who have deter
mined that we live in a new historical reality, have 
opted for, and aggressively promote, the term post
modern. 

Two terms are used frequently to describe the 
methodology of postmodernism. These are, con~ 
struction and desconstruction. According to post
modern thought, religious views that have been con
structed during the "old order" must now be 
deconstructed and made relevant for these post
modern times. This struggle has become particularly 
crucial among a few members of the church who have 
opted to deconstruct the system of faith that many 
have embraced for nearly two thousand years. For 
instance, Richard T. Hughes, in his book, Reviving the 
Ancient Faith: The Story of Churches of Christ in 
America (Eerdmans, 1996, pp. 365-367) seeks to use 
a postmodern, deconstructive view of the "tradi
tional" churches of Christ, as a means of explaining 
the various issues which currently exist among us. 
However, such doctrinal issues as exist in the Lord's 
church, although impacted by social change, cannot 
be explained away by invoking the term postmodern
ism. Rather, these doctrinal issues exist because some 
refuse to recognize and heed God's objective standard, 
which is the verbally inspired and inerrant Word of 
God. 

Southwest School of Biblical Studies 
8900 Manchaca Rd. 

Austin, TX 78748 
FF 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 



Schedule of Ledureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching .......... Lakeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures .......................... Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
I Freed-Hardeman University ..• Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship .........•••• San Antonio, Texas 
3 Cleburne, Texas Forum 
4 North Texas Firm Foundation Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.. Talco, Texas 
March 

I E1 Paso Lectures ................................. El Paso, Texas 
I East Tennessee School of Preaching 

••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.••.....•••.••.••••. Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••..•.••••• Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures .....• Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching •.. Memphis, Tennessee 

April 
I Northeast Oklahoma Lectures .•••.•....••......•.........••.•• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ..................... Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.........•. Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship .........••••....••.....• Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'Madisonville, 'Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures .......................... Marshall, Texas 

May 
I Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

•••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• Cookeville, Tennessee 
I Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••.••.•••••••••••••••.••.•••.••••••••••••••••••••.••....• Jerome, Idaho 
I Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• Visalia, California 
I Gulf Coast Lectures ..•.•••••••••....•........ Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.. Red Oak, Texas 
2 Varginia Bible Lectureship 

• • • • •• • •• • •• • • •• • •••••••• •••••• •• • • • • • • • •• . • Christiansburg, 'Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures ......•..•....... Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship ............................... Taylor, Texas 

June 
I Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

•...•.••••••.•....••••••••....•••••••..•.......••••........ Dayton, Ohio 
I Bellview Lectures ......................... Pensacola, Florida 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

................................................. Mt. Juliet, Tennessee 

July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship .....•......••..• Burnet, Texas 
2 NW Arkansas Lectureship ••••••••• Harrison, Arkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures .•..•••••••.••. Bastrop, Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, 'Kentucky 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

•....••...•••••.....•••••••••.••••..•••.••••••• Lexington, 'Kentucky 
4 Seek Old Paths ........................ Corinth, Mississippi 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ..... Beeville, Texas 
4 NW Tennessee Bible Lectures ••••••••• Paris, Tennessee 

August 
I Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

•. .•.••.•..••.•..•.•.•.. ....•... •..•••••• St. Albans, West 'Virginia 
I Northwest Tennessee Lectures •.•.•••• Paris, Tennessee 
I Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••.••.••••••••.••••••.••••.•.•.•.••••••••••••• Sevierville, Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship •••••••••••••.• Southaven, Mississippi 
3 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

o •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Garden City, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

•...••.•••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Farmington, Missouri 

September 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

• . . . • • . • . • • • • . . . . . • • • • • . • . . • • • • . . • . • • • • • • • Chattanooga, Tennessee 
3 Central Okla. Lectureship ••••••• McLoud, Oklahoma 
4 4-State Lectureship ........................ Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures •..........••• Independence, Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship • Steubenville, Ohio 

Odober 
I Northern New England Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1ilton, New Hampshire 
2 Southside Lectureship ..................... Lubbock, Texas 
2 Palmetto Biblical Studies ...... Greer, South Carolina 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

••••••••...•••••••••••••........••••••••••••• Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Nevada Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• •••••••• •••••• Las Vegas .. Nevada. 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship ••.. Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Varginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

••••.••.•.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• Moundsville, West 'Virginia 

Nove111ber 
I Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

•••••.••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mechanicsville, 'Virginia 
I Eastside Lectureship .••••...••••• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
I Greater Murfreesboro Area Lectureship 

• . . . . • • . . . . • • • • . . . • • . • • • . • • • • ••••••••• •• • Murfreesboro, Tennessee 
2 Annual Denton Lectures .••..•..•..•..•••.. Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship ••••••. Tuscumbia, Alabama 



Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundadon Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@republlc.net 

-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 0122.3·210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of •oracles of God• 

-Alaska-
Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-70p]~ ~coc@juno.com 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-49~!· ••• 

Wasilla -Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

~·Alabama
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

••••• 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilben - Gilben Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892· 
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (870) 932·1643. 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., S p.m. CST, 6 p.m. DST, Wed. 7 
p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. ••••• 
Seal Beach- Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.~ .• ~~~e worship with us. 

Vacaville - 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come worship with us. 

••••• 
Visalia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
~. Home of Greater Vasalia Firm 
Foundation Lectureship 
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- Colorado - -· Idaho -
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131• 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. Home of Firm Foundation Northwest Lecture
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester. ship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369- Bronson Ostic, preacher 
0423. Publishers of A!~'!~ of THE Faith. - Indiana -
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
824·2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 6 30 w d 6 30 : p.m., e • : p.m. 

- Florida - - Maryland -
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St.(~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 

Clearwater - Cen~ Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. • •••• 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake F~r~t.Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 

••••• 
Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south:»! J-?} off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Roben 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 ••••• 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Orange Park- Lak~id: Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 ••••• 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). 

••••• 
Orlando-Wmter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tonv Williams, youth minister. '···· Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) ..... 
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m.~~~ Stilwell, minister • 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 .,.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

••••• 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1·85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

Montgomery Co.- Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Michigan-
Garden Cty (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 Middle· 
belt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 off., 261· 
4126 res.l-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlebelt Rd 
(6 mi.), n. 2 blks. http://www.garden-city-coc.org 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722·1871. 
Virginia - Virginia ·ch:r~h of Christ, 1114 s. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, ISS Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Roben Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 
Southaven - Southa;;~ t:\urch of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. St. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690 • 

-Missouri-
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866 • 

••••• Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
1 08th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com • emaiL 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Nonhridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Westem Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship. 

• •••• 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

••••• 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 



-Oklahoma-
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L Evans, 
preacher. • • • • • 
Oklahoma City - Barnes Church of Christ, SE 
59th, ~ mi W of Anderson Rd., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Oklahoma 
City SdJool of Biblical Studiu, (405) 732-1050 
or 739-0705. ••••• 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. • •••• 
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachen. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • • • • • 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minis~e!-. • • 
Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617 • 

••••• 
Mto Juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preach~~ ••• 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains rltiD 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
•The Word of Life,• KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:06-
7:30 a.m. 
Baytown- Cedar Bay~~ Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 

Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Darrell Debo, minister. Home 
of Central Texas Lectureship ..... 
Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. lOS 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! ..... 
Denton- Pearl Street Church of Christ, 3ti Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-3531.Sun9, 10a.m.,6p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 

Houston - Fleerwm:l Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

.•• ... 
Huntsville- 1380 Fish Hatchery Rd., Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (409) 438-8202 . .... 
Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1245 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. . .... 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. . .... 
Lubbock -Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy J. 
Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. ..... 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

••••• 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
2888, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. ..... 
Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk 8c Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 ••••• 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Chur~h of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. . .... 
San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

••••• 
Schertz- Church of Christ, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m • 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Bristol- East Bristol Church of Christ, 340 Bon
ham Rd., 24203. 1 mile off 1-81 at exit 7. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Clifford Newell Jr., 
min. (H) (540) 466-0950, (0) (540) 669-6221. 

Christiansburg - Eas•C:id; Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

0 ••••• 

Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelisto 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc -Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 42.1 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. ••••• 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.blble-lnfonet.org/ 
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Fine Linen 
by Nelda Clark 

-Excellent for ladies class studies-

$4.00 
plus shipping and handling 

Order from Firm Foundation 
1·800-572·3619 
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CLASSIFIED 
For Sale 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish cuniculum and VBS. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, AI:J 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be received 
6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Godhud (1998), 
The Two Covenants (1996) $15.00; DllngeroUI 
•Isms (1997) $14.50; The Mlljor Prophets (1995), 
The Providence of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping 8c 
handling on single book orden. Multiple orden 
sent and biUed. 

Preachers Wanted 
The Ncthcrwood Park Church of Christ in 
Albuquerque, NM is scarching'for a Pulpit Minister 
for a caring, growing congregation of about 400. 
Looking for self-motivated, enthusiastic individual 
with supportive wife. Must have good Bible 
knowledge, communication and organizational 
skills, and be able to work well with the 
congregation. Please phone or email by October 
19 to receive application packet. (505) 2.56-7389; 
church@rt66.org 

Associate minister needed: growing congregation 
of 2.50 needs a man to take a good education 
program and make it top-notch, also to take a 
good youth program and make it excellent. 
Experience necessary. Send r~sum~ to Eastside 
Church of Christ, 9030 NE Glisan, Portland, OR 
97220. 

Wanted: Semi-rerircd, conservative, gospel preacher 
for small congregation in Crowell, TX 79227. Call 
Bill Marlow at (940) 684-1366. 

Associate minister wanted; active congregation of 
400 in NW Georgia needs a man to work primarily 
in youth and educational programs. Occasional 
preaching/devotionals. Send audio or video tape 
and r~sum~ to David O'Connell, Oak Hill Church 
of Christ, 1500 Martha Berry Blvd. Rome, GA 
30165; (706) 291-0351. 

Full-time sound, conservative minister wanted. 
Congregation est. for 35 yrs, ave. attendance 120, 
no elders. Supports missionaries and benevolent 
work, active youth group. Full support provided. 
Send r~sum~ to Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 30680; (770) 867-5511. 

Northeast Oklahoma congregation of 330 members 
has immediate need for experienced, Bible-centered 
man to work with active parent group in well
established youth program. Will coordinate 
education program. Approx. age 30-40 yean. Prefer 
married man. Send r~um~ to Central Church of 
Christ, 319 E. Blue Starr Dr., Claremore, OK 
74017. (918) 341-0531; 341-6804 (elder). 

Education minister needed for congregation of 
approx. 500 members. Please send r&um~ to Elders, 
Southgate Church of Christ, 528 Country Club 
Rd., San Angelo, TX 76904. 

Pulpit minister needed for congregation of 600+ 
in Texarkana, TX. Located off 1-30 between Dallas 
and Little Roc:k in a fast-growing community. The 
Walnut Street congregation is on the grow and on 
the go for God, committed to sound teaching and 
fulfilling the great commission. We are seeking an 
experienced and skilled pulpit preacher to join our 
ministers team with outreach and youth. Plans arc 
underway to completely relocate from downtown 
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to a more rapidly growing section of the city. Send 
letters of application, r~sum~, tape, statement of 
ministry philosophy to Elders, P.O. Box 1075, 
Texarkana, TX 75504. For more information call 
(903) 793-6753. 

Full-time pulpit minister needed. Mature age, good 
leadership qualities, personal work experience in 
church and community, active with young people. 
Church of Christ, 4000 48th St., Moline, IL 61265. 
Members 100+, no elden. Contact Dave Kirchner 
(309) 787-2478; Doug Shackleford (309) 786-
8718; jfshack@aol.com; office (309) 797-5433. 

Preacher needed for congregation on W side of 
Cleveland, OH. Average Sunday AM attendance 
150. We are growing 8c have emphasis on 
evangelism. Full-time position for a mature man 
with preaching skills and a demonstrated interest 
in soul winning. Please send · r~um~, references 
and sermon tape to Church of Christ, 3085 Wanen 
Rd, Cleveland, OH 441ll. You can contact Gary 
Hall (440)327-9900, email. ghall@ix.netcom.com. 

Springhead Church of Christ near Plant City, FL is 
interested in someone to work with young people 
and to serve as assistant to present minister. Located 
about 8 mi. from Florida School of Preaching. 
Partial support can be provided. Must be sound in 
faith. Can be single or married. Springhead Church 
of Christ, 1402 Lindsey Rd., Plant City, FL 33566; 
call (813) 754-1485. (9 a.m.-1 p.m. weekdays.) 

Preacher needed: Middlesboro, Ky. Congregation 
of 70. Town of 12,000. Send r~um~ and taped 
sermon to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 367, 
Middlesboro, KY 40965 

Wanted: a semirerired preacher or one with partial 
support. Housing and some support supplied. Must 
be well-grounded in God's Word. Send r~um~ to 

Ray Sanders, Southside Church of Christ, 3624 W. 
Malone St., Peoria, IL 61605; call (309) 67"0636. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Huven and Helll (1~94)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Transl4tion (1995) - $21.75. 
Bal4nud Christianity: Mllintaining Biblieal Bal4nu 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 
Christ, ll026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-2.504, (210) 696-5532. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preachingl 
Call toll-free 1·800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlantal Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Bible Class Material 
Correspondence Course 

Lectureship Books 

Firm Foundation 
(800) 572-3619 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to ac

cept or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not pro
mote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent. though we may occaslonally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, 
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SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL DENTON LECTURES 
DUB MCCLISH, DIRECTOR 

B. CLARKE . T. CLARKE COLLEY 

.a~s. 

STUDIES IN 1, 2 PETER AND JUDE 
NOVEMBER 8-12, 1998 

SEVENTEENTH ADL SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8 
!ii:OO AM James GroveDo 

10:00 AM Dub McCltsh 
12:00 PM LUNCH BREAK 

2;00 PM OavkS Watson 

3:00 PM Goeb4M M uSIC 
4:00 PM Md\aet Htucher 

5:00PM DINNER BREAK 
7:00PM Lostor Kamp 
8:00 PM James Meadows 

The Books of 1, 2 Peter and Jude-An Introduction 

The Christian and Per s.ec:utlon (1 Pet. 1:6-7: 2:12; et al.) 

Watchfulness Concerning t he Devil: Closing Comments 
(1:5,8-14) 
Ungodly Men and Their Destiny (22:12-22) 
0 /tfk:ult Pau ages: How COIAd angets sm unless temptntJOn 
and SW'I were able to .-wade Heaven (2 Pet 2 4, JudO 6)7 w-• 
he earth and rts wonts be "'burned up• Of ~dtscoveted* (2 Pel 
3 10)7 How is the dose par~ between some of Pe!ar's and 
some ot .A.Ide's words oxpla~nod (2 Pwtt. 2.1-16,-.kJde 4-tt)? 
Where and whon did Enoch prophesy, and doe$ Jude's state· 
mant show that he borrowed from the apocryphal Book ol Enoch 
(Jude 14-15)? 

Warnings About Fa lse Teachers (2·2 :1- 11) 
Answer ing False Doctrines: Does tho Holy Spl11t di r9Ctly op
erate on the hearts ot mon to sanct1ty thom ( 1:1 :2)1 Will God so 
guard the Christian thot he cannot be k?st (1:1:5)? Ale some 
pet sons "appointed'" (elected. predestinod) to d1soboy God ond 
be lost and others to be God's people (1 ·2:8-9)7 Does God call 
peopfe to Him by a direct operat.on or the Hoty Spmt in which he 
has an exPerience ol irreststible grace (1 :2 ·9: 5' 10)7 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
9:00 AM T1m Nchols Di fficult Paua~s: Is the "'kiss of love" a permanent obbgauon 

or a cUtural option (1:5 : 14)7 tn what sense and Yroi\en do $8jf'IIS 
becOme "partake"> of l:he dMne nature· (2:1,4)7 Can a ChnS· 
tian teach a spintuaJ plateau at which he will no 1c:1nQet 511'1 (2: 
1:10b)? How can the "'word of pcophec( be •made tnofe sure: 
e.nd to what do "the day dawn* and "the day..,taf" reler (2 .1.19)7 

10:00 AM Raymond Hagood Del ling with Persecution: S.lv1tlon 1nd B1ptlsm (1:3:13-
22) 

11:00AM M.aMn We+r Di ffic:uH P•snges; When. how. and where dtd Chnst preach 
to the "spmts in prison" and who are these "SJ)Ints" ( 1 :3.19-20a)7 
How does suffering in the nosh cause one to ·coa.se from sin" 
(1;4;ta)? Howand by whom was the Gospel pumched to the 
dead (1 :4:6)? What is the "end ot al things" that was ·at hand" 
when Peter wrote {1:4:7)7 

12:00 PM LUNCH BREAK 
2:00 PM Josse Whitlock Answering False Doctrines: Could God Sbll be giving addi· 

tiooal revelation now, since He gave some ( I , 2, 3 John, Rev.) 
after Peter and Jude said that ~air had been given (2:1:3; Jude 
3)1 Can the ordinary person read and understand the Olble. 
Of must there be a professional "dergyman· to Interpret it fOf 
l'lam (2:1:20)7 Does the "day of the lord" refer to the de$truc:· 
liOn of Jerus.akwn in A.D. 70 (2:3'10)7 Will God guard us !rom 
stllfT\bing so that we camot be lost at las! (Jude 24)? 

3'00 PM DISCUSSION FORUM 
Daniel Denham Will the Wlc:ked Really Be Pun lahed with Eternal Fire 

3:45 PM Daniel Denh•m 
5:00PM DINNER BREAK 
7:00 PM Bob Berard 
8:00 PM Oawt Brown 

(Jude 7)7 
Oues110ns lrom the f loor on Discussion Fo rum topic: 

Redemption from Sin Through Chriat's Blood (1:1' 13-25) 
The Lord's Coming and Ita Accompaniments (2:3:1()-18) 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
9:00AM Noah Hackworth Exhortation to Uve Above the lusts o f the Flesh (1 :4:1- 11) 

!O:OOAM Gary Colloy WUe and Husband Dulles: Generai Tendemell Urged (1:3: 
1:}-12) 

11:00AM Tommy J. Hid(s Answering False Ooctrlnes: Aiewomon b rbiddonto btnid their 
hair or wear jev.'Oiry {1 :3:3)? Do a wile's subjection to hor hus· 
band and a reference to a woman as a "'weall;er vosser imply 
the 1nleriof1ty ot women ( t :3:7)7 Do those who have <fied in diS· 
obedifM'1C:e hnve a second chance to obey Chn$t in Hades ( 1:3 
19-20, 4 6)? Do etders have no actual authonty In theif local 
congrogahons,1 .. dulg only by,.;, good olUll1\ples (1'5'3)? 

12:00 PM LUNCH BREAK 

2 :00 PM Garland Elluns Answets to Skeptlc:lsm Concerning the Second Coming 
(2 3 1-9) 

3·00 PM DISCUSSION FORUM 
Curtis A Cates 

3 :45 PM Curt1S A Cates 
5:00 PM DINNER BREAK 

Doea Del1y Strengt hen t he Christi an In Some ~supra· 

Literary," Immediate Way (1:5:10)7 
Questions lrom the floor on D1seussion Forum topic 

7:00P.M. UndoU Mrtcholl Contend Eamostty to r the Faith {Jude 1- 11) 
8:00P.M. Roben A. Tay1or, Jr. Exhortation to Elders and Others (1:5:1- 7) 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
9.00 AM B. J . Cb~e 

EddH) Pamsh 
RIChard Massey 
LUNCH BREAK 

Dltfleult Pauages: What is the ~sprinkling ol tho bk)od ol 
Chlisr? IS lhb: a teference to baptism (1 :1:2)? How are Chrl$· 
Mns guarded "by the power ol God" {1:1:5)71n what sense was 
Chost "fotoknown ... befote lhe foundation of the wor1d" ( t : 1' 19-
20)1 1n whol sense wiU the ungodly glonty God ~in the day of 
VISitabon· due to our good works (1 :2:12)? 
Salut.tlon and the "Christian Graoe. .. (2:1:1- 11) 
How to Face FM: ryTrials (1:4:12-19) 

I O:OO AM 
! 1:00 AM 
12~00 PM 
2'00 PM 

3:00PM 
rmAyers SubJection to Rulefl and Masters Enjoined (1 :2:13-25) 
DISCUSSION FORUM 

3.45 PM 
5:00PM 
7:00 PM 

Joseph Meador The Nature of Blbllul Inspiration ( 1:1 :23-25: 2:1:20-21) 
Joseph Meador OuestiOOS !rom the ttoor on IJiscuss,on Fonxntopc: 
DINNER BREAK 
BOOby Liddell 

8:00 PM Gary Summers 

The Need for Reminders and the Soureo of Scripture (2 1: 
12-21) 
The R~ulrcmcnt of H~lneu In an Unholy Wor1d 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12 
9:00AM Robert Dodson 

10:00 AM Ted J . Ctarke 

I 1:00 AM Gene Burgen 
12:00 PM LUNCH BREAK 

2.00 PM Don W. Walker 

Christ, the Chief Cornerstone and Our Foundation (1:2;1-
12) 
Desc:rlptlona o f tho Ungodly and Exhortations to Faithful~ 
nen {Jude 12-25) 
God's Great Mercy and Our Living Hope (1:1:1-12) 

DIHk:ult Panages: Whose sins are covered by bYe, and whO 
dOes the c:ovemg (1:4·8; ct. Jam. 5:20)? \YhatiS the .. JUdgment" 
that IS 10 '"begin at lhe house of God'" and why does it begin 
there (1:4.17a)? kl what sense wil the righteous be ·scarcely 
savod" and how is 1M hannoru:ed with the "richly supplied' en· 
tranc:e lnto Hoaven b taithfui saants(1:4: t B: 2:1;11)?Towhat 
does the promised perfoctJng. establishW'Ig, and strengthening 
teler. and how and when woukJ ctvist acx::ompltsh thiS (1 :5 t O)? 

3:00 PM DISCUSSION FORUM 
Terry M. HightOW'Or Doe a God Really Hear and Answer Prayer (1 :3:12; 4:7)? 

3:45PM Terry M. Htghtowor Questions from the tklor on Discussion Forum topic 
5:00PM DINNER BREAK 
7.00 PM Don Tarbet The Hoax of Pre millennia I Theology 

8:00 PM Darrell Conley The Books of 1, 2 Peter and Jude-A Summary 

BOOK AND TAPES 
OF LECTURES 
AVAILABLE 

PRESENTED BY 31 2 PEARL ST. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST DENTON, TX 76201 
940.387.3531 

ORDER BOOKS FROM VALID PUBLICATIONS. INC., 908 IMPERIAL DR., DENTON. TX 76201·8610 
PHONE/FAX: 940/387·1429; E-MAIL: valpub@airmail.net 

• DAILY DISCUSSION FORUMS ON CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS • 



20th Annual Lectureship 

"SPEAKING AS THE ORACLES OF GOD" 
-November 6-~ 1998-

''Building the Christian Arsenal" 

Friday, November 6 
7:00 p.m •••••.••••••••••••••••••• 11The Truth Regarding Baptism .............................................. H.A. (Buster) Dobbs 
8:00 p.m ......................... "The Truth Regarding Denominationalism" ............................... Undell Mitchell 

Satunlay, November 7 
9:00 a.m •••••••••••••••..••••.••• "The Truth Regarding the Holy Spirit" ................................... Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

1 0:00 a.m •••••••••..•••••••.•..••• "The Truth Regarding the Authority of the Scriptures" •••••••.•••••••••• Gary Colley 
11 :00 a.m ••••••••••••••••••••••••• "The Truth Regarding Miracles" ............................................................. Tom Bright 
12:00 p.m ............................ lunch provided at the building 
1 :30 p.m •.•••••••..••••.•••••..•• "The Truth Regarding the Providence of God" ................................... Ron Cosby 
2:30 p.m ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11The Truth Regarding Amenability" ........................................ Joseph D. Meador 
3:30 p.m ......................... 11The Truth Regarding Once Saved Always Saved"...................... Gary Henson 

Sunday, November 8 
9:30 a.m ......................... 11lockwood/Deaver Debate Reviewed" ................................................ Ron Cosby 

1 0:30 a.m ......................... "The Truth Regarding Premillennialism" ................................ Joseph D. Meador 
11 :30 p.m •........................... Lunch on your own 
5:00 p.m ••••••••••••••••••••••••• "The Truth Regarding Music in the Worship Period" ••••••••••••••••••••• Wayne Price 
6:00 p.m. •••••••••••••••••••••••• "The Truth Regarding Ufe After Death" ........................................ Bob Patterson 

Brotherhood displays on prior approval • RV hookup 
Audio/video tapes and lectureship book available 

-Monte L Evans, Director-
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Hearing 
By Carl G. Hecker 

Preachers cause many of the problems in the 
church. The pristine gospel of Christ makes 
strong congregations. When the church is 

weak, often it is a result of poor preaching. Good 
preaching produces strong churches. The quality of 
preaching is important. 

We expect much to be said about sermons. The 
delivery, the content, the emphasis, (whether nega
tive or positive, too much heaven or too much hell), 
is carefully evaluated. The sermon is scrutinized and 
analyzed. Everyone has an opinion. 

The preacher bears the load of what and how to 
preach. He must decide sermon topics. He will live 
and die with the consequences. His decisions deter
mine whether he lives again. 

Hearing is also important. Every speaker recog
nizes there is a wide variety of hearers. The more ex
perienced speaker is aware that each person in the 
audience reacts differently. 

A preacher, feeling older than he really was, 
listed these conflicting types. Since that time, experi
ence of more than a half-century has confirmed his 
observations. The list could be extended. 

First, there is always a group that is never of
fended. They hear what is said, yet never take the les
son personally. If questioned, they will readily agree 
that corrective, forceful sermons are in order. They 
will affirm that others need that kind of preaching. 
Personal application never occurs to them. They are 
immune. They think that powerful lessons are for 
weaker members. They do not include themselves. 

A second group feels that every lesson is a per
sonal attack on them. They are sensitive to every 
point in the sermon. They are hurt, humiliated, and 
feel a compulsion to strike back at some supposed 
enemy. This group is often extremely clever. They 
cover their real feelings from others and sometimes 
even from themselves. They are not above striking 
out at the preacher's wife or his children. They mean 
no harm, but will destroy the unity of the congrega
tion and feel justified. 

A third group absolutely refuses to hear any
thing. They often have good attendance records, but 
nothing from the Bible ever gets past the earlobe. 
They have various mechanisms to aid in their task. 
They can effectively use sleep, a sullen stare, or care
ful attention to all available distractions. They are 
ingenious in finding something frivolous to do dur
ing the worship hour. They engage in anything and 
everything but worship. They make it difficult for 
the preacher. They also make it hard for those who 
want to worship. 

A fourth group is vocal. It is a strain on them to 
stop talking. They seem to know it is improper to 
converse during a sermon but are powerless to con
trol their tongues. They often cover their mouth 
with the hand as though suspecting the presence of 
lip readers. They are compelled to relate something, 
to repeat something, to express something, to com
ment on something during the sermon. 

This characteristic is sometimes seen in a teen
ager. It has nothing to do with youth. The habit of 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Part-time Obedience 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Amajor premise of liberalism is to claim 
all truth is not equally important. This 
quickly degenerates into the proposition 

that all New Covenant commands need not be 
obeyed to please God. This is the essence of lib
eralism, which is an attempt to loose where 
God has bound. 

Liberalism is defined as "a 19th-century 
Protestant movement that favored free intellec
tual inquiry, stressed the ethical and humanitarian content of 
Christianity, and de-emphasized dogmatic theology." 1 

We have no objection to free intellectual inquiry, or the ethical 
and humanitarian content of Christianity, but we gag on de-em
phasizing dogmatic theology. Dogma boils down to "an authorita
tive principle, belief, or statement of ideas or opinion, especially 
one considered to _be absolutely true." Its essence is that there is 
no absolute truth. Jesus was out of sync when he said, "Ye shall 
know the truth and the truth shall make you free," according to 
this opinion. 

In a written exchange with a little-known liberal lawyer from 
East Texas, who grew up in the church but did not learn much 
from the experience, this was massaged. The lawyer insisted that 
some commands of God may be disregarded with impunity, but 
soon switched to the claim that not all truth is equal. Unequal 
truth is a difficult thing to defend, and the proposition that com
mands are not of equal importance is unprovable. 

My lawyer friend claimed that Paul's worship in the Jewish 
Temple at Jerusalem, including offering an animal sacrifice (Acts 
21), is an example of disregarding a divine injunction with impu
nity. His argument was that Paul disobeyed God and was neither 
corrected nor punished for it so it is okay to disobey God if we 
judge the command to be slight, or unimportant, or unequal to 
great commands. 

Of course, he was wrong about Paul. What the apostle did at 
Jerusalem was not a violation of God's law because the Mosaic 
Code did not fully end until the "abomination that maketh deso-

1Excerpted from The American Heritage® Dictionary of the 
English Language, Third Edition © 1996 by Houghton Mifflin 
Company. Further reproduction and distribution is prohibited in 
accordance with the Copyright Law of the United States. All 
rights reserved. 



late" appeared in Jerusalem (See Matt. 24:15 and Dan. 9:27). The 
Bible teaches that the "full end" of the Law of Moses would come 
when Titus destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 70. What Paul did in 
Jerusalem in offering animal sacrifices was not a sin. The Mosaic 
Law was in the process of passing away but had not fully termi
nated, per 2 Corinthians 3:11 and Hebrews 8:13. The Old Law 
was in the process of passing away but had not fully terminated 
when Paul made an animal sacrifice in Jerusalem. Therefore he 
did not disobey God. 

Anyway, the East Texas lawyer did not know what to do with 
that so he fell back on the claim that not all commands are equal. 
The lesser commands may be ignored without penalty and the im
portant commands must be obeyed (Ugh, disgusting, yuk- to 
talk about part-time obedience is revolting). But, then, no 
postmodernist believes in obedience. 

Fearing God and keeping his commandments, and even hon
oring thy father and thy mother, is unacceptable to the modern
day evolved ape (assuming evolutionism is correct, which many 
postmodernists do). The only necessary command, we are sol
emnly told, is to accept Jesus as Lord- but that must not be 
stretched to include doing what he says. 

The Lordship of Jesus is all that is required. Talking about law, 
commands, and rules is out of the question. Jesus is Lord, but not 
a Lord to be obeyed. 

As our discussion developed, I called upon the lawyer to tell 
me one command of Jesus it is all right to ignore- just one. 
Please give me one command of scripture it is permissible with 
God for me to disobey, I begged. The lawyer would not accommo
date my request. 

Jimmy Lovell said the same thing in the '60s. I sent Lovell and 
the East Texas lawyer a copy of the New Testament together with 
a pencil with red and blue lead and asked them to mark the com
mands it is necessary to obey in red and the unimportant ones that 
need not be obeyed in blue. Both Lovell and the lawyer stole both 
my Testaments and my pencils. 

Please, please tell me one command of God it is okay to ig
nore. Just one! So far no one has attempted to respond to this ear
nest request. The East Texas lawyer answered by saying that not 
all truth is of equal importance, which is a diversion. We are talk
ing about commands. 

The Bible is replete with illustrations of how the will of God 
must be exactly obeyed. 

• Adam and Eve. 
• Moses striking the rock. 
• Picking up sticks on Sabbath day. 
• Nadab and Abihu and strange fire. 
• Ananias and Sapphira. 
• Elymas at Cyprus. 
•The warning of 2 Thess. 1:8 and 1 Pet. ·4:17. 
When liberals are challenged to give one command of God it 

is permissible to ignore, they ignore the request. 
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Consider this scenario: 
A boss says to the office boy, "Run this errand." 

And the office boy answers, "That's not important
I'm not going to do it." 

A principle of a school says to a teacher, "Do this 
assignment." The teachers says, "Not me! That is 
minor." 

A doctor says to a nurse, "Follow this proce
dure." And the nurse replies, "No way! This patient 
does not need that petty course." 

God says to man, "Sing." Man refuses on the 
grounds that in his unsupported opinion the com
mand is unimportant. 

When someone tells me that some of God's com
mands are not important enough to be obeyed, I 
want to know which ones. If I tell my boy to cut the 
grass, I expect him to cut the grass. When God tells 
be to believe and be baptized to be saved, he expects 
me to obey him. 

I have tried and tried, but I cannot imagine a 
single command of God that it is permissible to ignore. 
All of God's commands are righteousness (Psa. 
119:172). 

Jesus said the first and great command in the law 
is loving God supremely and the second is loving 
your neighbor (Matt 22:36-39), he pointed out that 
obeying these commands include all the rest (Matt. 
22:40). All of God's commands are important -
none can be disregarded with exemption from liabil
ity and punishment. 

When Paul said that love is the greatest com
mand (1 Cor. 13:13), he affirmed that love compels 
obedience to all of the law of God and therefore in
cludes all of heaven's demands. Love is the greatest 
command of God because it is inclusive of all the 
whole law of God. 

"For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet stumble in one point, he is become guilty of all" 
Games 2:10). That is clear enough. If you keep every 
command of God but one, however small that com
mand may seem to you, you have violated all of the 
commands. You have shown a spirit of rebellion and 
disobedience. So, a failure to keep any command 
puts one in disobedience to all commands - the big 
ones and the little ones (if there is any such thing as a 
little command of God). 

Schedule NOW for 2000. Please hurry! 
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-"Singing with Grace''-
taught for 3 evenings (Sun.-Tues.) by 

Burt Jones 

~Learn to 
) Read music 
) Lead singing 
) Sight read easily 
) Increase enthusiasm 

for congregational singing 

)I "I have conducted approximately 900 singing schools throughout the brother-
hood. Brother Burt Jones does an outstanding job with his 'Singing with Grace' Burt Jones 
singing schools. He is the only man I know that does this on a fulf-time basis as Song leader, song writer for 40 years 
a mission work. He has both the experience and the credentials. Your congrega- B.S. Music Education 
lion would be well served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at your Gospel Preacher 
earliest convenience." - Ralph Casey, song leader, Georgia Instructor, West VIrginia School of Preaching 

)I "We had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to assist us in our congregational singing. We have asked him back to conduct both 
a singing school and gospel meeting. Excellent!" - Carl Garner, gospel preacher, Dripping Springs, Texas 

)I "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously been received throughout the brotherhood with much enthusiasm. 1 recom
mend this singing school very highly!" - Emanuel Daugherty, Director, West VIrginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, wv 
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To schedule your singing school write 
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Oh, well, the argument goes on and on. Those 
indisposed to obey God absolutely in all things (lib
erals) will claim that some divine rules are feeble and 
those who wish to honor God absolutely will insist 
that his every word must be obeyed. One is liberal 
and the other is biblical. You make the choice and 
eternity will reveal the outcome. James 2:10 makes 
it plain that we are not to disobey God in anything, 
but must obey absolutely his every command. 

There is a well-known illustration of this point. 
It goes like this: Suppose a father tells his son to su
pervise the construction of several things on a piece 
of land owned by the father. He tells his son to (1) 
build a residential house in a particular location on 
the land, (2) to erect barn at another but certain 
place, (3) to dig a well at the spot marked, and (4) to 
provide a hen-house at a designated place. The son 
sets out to obey his father and builds the residence 
just as his father told him to. He also obeys the 
father's instruction about the barn and its location. 
He puts the hen-house exactly where his father told 
him to put.it. But, when it came to the well, the son 
said, "I do not agree with my father's explicit com
mand to dig this well at a given spot. I am afraid the 
water will be contaminated, so I will put the well in 
a different location from that specified by my fa
ther." 

Now, the question is: In how many things did 
the young man obey his daddy? And in how many 
things did the boy disobey his father? Some would 
say the child submitted to his father's wishes in three 
things and disobeyed him in only one thing. But that 
is wrong! The correct answer is that the son did not 
obey his father at all- not in anything did he do the 
father's will. The boy did his own will. If he had dis
agreed with the father on other stipulations he 
would have followed his judgment over the instruc
tions of his dear old dad. We know that in the one 
thing that he did not accept as wise and necessary he 
followed his own will and not the will of the father. 
Any other thing he thought to be unwise would also 
have been changed, or ignored, which is the essence 
of disobedience. The boy did not obey the father at 
all, but was self-willed. 

That is the point of James 2:10. If you keep all 
the commands except one, you are charged with be
ing guilty of disobeying even the commands you 
obeyed, because you show a disposition to do what 
you want and what pleases you. 

Go ye and learn what this means: 
Hath Jehovah as great delight in burnt-offerings 

and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of Jeho
vah? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is 
as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
idolatry. 

Sometimes it is hard to obey the voice of God. 
Often it is easier to listen to the voice of uninspired, 
but highly educated, men. The temptation to follow 
the multitude is so appealing and easy that many 
have not the strength and character to go against the 
grain. When we see the majority rushing through the 
wide gate and staggering with swaying bodies and 
hands waving in the air and big smiles and a show of 
jubilance down the broad way, it is hard to resist the 
temptation to join in. Peer pressure is a force with 
which many cannot cope - and so they cave in. 

An antique but still relevant response is: "Lord, 
to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life." 

Hearing 
(continued from page 1) 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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talking during worship service is contagious. If al
lowed to continue, it will spread. This practice is 
found among both old and young. A compulsive 
talker never makes a good listener. A good sermon is 
often effectively destroyed by such behavior. 

A fifth group is the prejudiced- past experiences 
are improperly and often unfairly projected toward 
the preacher. They can be terribly unkind and subdy 
destructive. There are many kinds of prejudice. All 
are wrong and harmful. One of the most glaring ex
amples of prejudice is the hasty placement of others 
into one of these groups. It is easy to judge without 
knowing all the facts. Preachers are perhaps the most 
susceptible to this fault. A few church members can 
have him thinking all his audience is working against 
him. That is a destructive prejudice. 

Preachers must remember there are those who 
want to learn. There are those who recognize human 
limitations, appreciate honest efforts, overlook un
desirable traits, adjust grammatical errors, correct 
verbal inaccuracies. They sift out the insignificant, 
ignore the irrelevant, and are oblivious to crooked 
ties, even mismatched color schemes. They some
how are able to take a sorry sermon into a pure heart 
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and come away humbled, chastened, refreshed, and 
edified. They feel kindly toward the man who, de
spite his inadequacies, is able to move them closer to 
their Heavenly Father. This hearer will feel the re
sponsibility to seek preachers that know and preach 
the Book. He will firmly demand that the pulpit be 
true to its charge (2 Tim. 4:1-5). 

The preacher and the audience should be aware 
that boundaries are not fixed. All people are notal
ways in the same group. One can be in several 
groups at the same time. He may be barely in or 
deeply entrenched. Everyone can have his time to 
learn. He will learn when he is ready, not before. 

The preacher cannot know all the individual 
spiritual needs of his audience. He may be just the 
right speaker to say the right thing at the right time 
for him who is ready. That is always a beautiful pos
sibility. He might do it without even realizing it! The 

preacher is often unaware of his own success. 
The Lord instructs him to preach the Word. 

What follows is dependent upon the hearer and his 
Lord. Isn't this a part of the real meaning of walking 
by faith (2 Cor. 5: 7)? The preacher must preach 
faith in the gospel and have his own faith in the 
power of that gospel (Rom. 1:16). 

We should be careful not to place all the respon
sibility on the preacher - an essential part rests 
upon the hearer. Jesus said, "Take heed therefore 
how you hear" (Luke 8: 18). 

The destiny of someone's soul could hang upon 
how he hears. We strongly desire to be approved of 
God. We want to be both a hearer and a doer of the 
Word. 

Isn't that what we strive for? 
203 Daffodil 

Lake jackson, TX 77566 

Fp 

Reieding God's Counsel 
By Frank Chesser 

B ut the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the 
counsel of God against themselves, being not 
baptized of him" (Luke 7:30). The baptism 

taught by John was "for the remission of sins" (Mark 
1:4). John's authority to baptize was from God, not 
man (Matt. 21:23-27). Thus, having rejected this 
baptism, the Pharisees and lawyers had spurned the 
very counsel of God. 

Jesus made baptism an integral part of the gospel 
(Mark 16:15-16). Sinners desiring salvation were in
structed to repent and be "baptized, for the remis
sion of sins" (Acts 2:38). Having heard the gospel, 
the Samaritans were "baptized, both men and 
women" (Acts 8:12). When the eunuch was con
fronted with the gospel, he asked, "Here is water, 
what doth hinder me to be baptized?" (Acts 8:37). 

When God made it clear that Gentiles were to be 
recipients of the gospel, Peter asked concerning Cor
nelius and his household, "Can any man forbid wa
ter that these should not be baptized?" (Acts 10:47). 
The urgency of baptism can be seen in the jailer's 
compliance with this condition of the gospel at the 
midnight hour (Acts 16:33). Immediately following 
her acceptance of the gospel, Lydia and others with 
her were baptb:ed on a Saturday morning. 
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Having heard the gospel, the Corinthians "be
lieved and were baptized" (Acts 18:1), for Jesus said, 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" 
(Mark 16: 16). Saul, a penitent believer was instructed 
to "be baptized and wash away thy sins" (Acts 22:16). 
Salvation is "in Christ" (2 Tim. 2: 1 0), and one enters 
Christ by being "baptized into Christ" (Gal. 3:27). 

Jesus shed his blood in his death ijohn 19:34); 
and one contacts that cleansing blood by being "bap
tized into his death" (Rom. 6:3). As Noah and his 
family "were saved by water" (1 Pet. 3 :20), "even 
baptism doth also now save us" (1 Pet. 3:21). There
fore, God's grace and the blood of his Son save a 
person when he completes his obedience to the gos
pel in the act of baptism. 

Following in the steps of the Pharisees and law
yers, the masses of people today have rejected the 
counsel of God by refusing to comply with the bap
tism of the gospel as commanded by Christ. Some in 
the church are advocating a perverted form of grace 
that nullifies this essential act of faith. Is it possible 
for a man to be saved while rejecting the counsel of 
God? 6273 Sycamore Dr. 

Montgomery, AL 36117 
Fp 



Hand Clapping in Worship 
By Hugo McCord 

Aquestion has come to me, "Is hand-clapping 
in worship right or wrong?" Times have 
changed. As a lad, I was taught that the sing

ing of hymns, whether by a congregation or by a col
lege choir is not a performance, and is not to be ap
plauded. I was taught that such singing is a worship 
experience, and listeners should be quiet. 

Some sincere Christians today have not been so 
taught. They like what they have heard, and they 
clap their hands to compliment the singers. Some
times they stand while the singing is going on, sway
ing their bodies back and forth, and loudly exclaim 
"Praise the Lord!" 

It is easy to say, "What you do in worship is not 
important, just so you worship." Is worship unregu
lated? May we worship in any way we choose? Is 
one a bigot who thinks one way is right and all oth-

Announcing 2 new books 

Gifts From the Heart 
by Mary Allee Wilhelm 
(retired teacher and speaker) 

Lessons on love, faith, hope, freedom, self-esteem, 
time, respect, compassion, beauty, forgiveness, 
smiles, service, and warnings. Ideal for personal 
reading or ladles classes. Very bible-centered. 

184 pages 

SmUe, Seriously! 
by Jack Wilhelm 
(minister and educator) 

Over 200 anecdotes, devotional thoughts, Illustra
tions, and sentence quips. (A book listeners 
requested that he write.) Ideal for personal reading 
or gifts to all, especially ministers, teachers, public 
speakers. 

180 plus pages 

$8.00 per copy or $15.00 for 2 books 
Includes tax and free shipping 
Aak lor a free tract, "What'a Going on In Churches of Christ?" 
(refunds available on unmarked copies If you are not satisfied.) 

Cox Creek Bookhouse 
P.O. Box 2816 • Florence. AL 35630 
(256) 718-1546 • Fax {256) 718-1547 

Oecassionally we can provide books, tracts, and meeting speakers to mission
point churches at no cost. Contact Jack Wilhelm at the above address. 

ers are wrong? Does it please God for "every man" 
to do what is "right in his own eyes"? ijudges 
21:25). 

On the contrary, Jesus said there is law of wor
ship - both positive and negative. Positively, wor
ship must be "in spirit and in truth" Oohn 4:24). 
Negatively, worship is "vain" when based on "the 
commandments of men" (lsa. 29: 13; Matt. 15 :9). 
The doctrines and commandments of men "indeed 
have an appearance of wisdom, in self-made wor
ship," but "are of no value" (Col. 2:23). 

What God authorized in the Old Testament in 
worship is now off limits, having been nailed "to the 
cross" (Col. 2:14). Abrogated at Calvary would be 
sacrificing bulls (Psa. 51: 19), burning incense (Ex. 
30:1), playing instruments of music (Psa. 33:2; 
71:22), dancing (Psa. 149:3), shouting (Psa. 5:11), 
and clapping hands in worship of God (Psa. 47:1). 

Instead of our listening to Moses or Elijah or Si
mon Peter, God spoke forcibly from a mountaintop 
about Jesus, "This is my beloved son, in whom I am 
well pleased. Hear him" (Matt. 17:5). 

It follows, then, that not only are the Old Testa
ment commandments void under Christ's "New Tes
tament" (2 Cor. 3:6), but also commandments from 
the pope. The Roman Catholics have authorized 
crossing one's self with holy water, bowing to an im
age, burning incense, using mechanical music, light
ing prayer candles, repeating prayers on rosaries, 
praying to Mary and other saints, and communing 
only by bread. . 

There are those who worship by smoking mari
juana, and some Indians in worship smoke peyote 
(an extract from a cactus plant containing an intoxi
cating drug). 

Others exhibit what The Oregonian (9-4-93) 
calls "Sunday Show Time," saying that "Churches 
find their congregations grow when they offer un
conventional and entertaining services." They are 
making Christianity "relevant" to modern people, 
using "popular music and drama." 

One church "features a rock band - guitar, bass, 
drums, keyboards, and synthesizers." Another "at
tracts an average of 15,000 people to its three week-
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end 'seeker-services.'" 
"This stuff is hot," said a pastor, "really hot. It's 

amazing how many churches are moving in this di
rection." 

On the other hand, said The Oregonian reporter, 
"Critics have dubbed the style "McChurch," and 
"Shopping-mall Christianity," charging that the 
churches are more interested in filling the pews than 
in teaching the Bible." 

A "laughing revival," misusing Acts 2:4, "They 
began to speak with other tongues," has invaded Or
egon. Laughter is a change from "unintelligible 
sounds" commonly called "tongues," but, "holy 
laughter," say its advocates, is not new. They trace it 
back "to the 1801 Cane Ridge Revival in Bourbon 
County, Ky.," where "people laughed, jerked, danced, 
and even barked" (The Oregonian, 10-15-94). 

On October 7, among 200 worshipers at the 
Hope Presbyterian Church in Portland, Oregon, 
eleven responded to the altar call for the Spirit to 
make them laugh: 

A woman fell to the altar, as if struck by light
ning. She burst into loud, uncontrollable laugh
ter. Seconds later, a man hit the floor. His back 
arched. He held his stomach. A deep belly laugh 
came fonh. 

Soon all rolled on the. floor, guffawing. Faces 
turned red. Some banged the carpeting with 
their hands, as if they had seen a slapstick 
movie. 

Humor, however, does not prompt this laughter. 
God does, they say. Many describe their experience 
as a bubbling inner joy that could not be released by 
mere words. The pastor's wife "crawled on the floor 
during a hysterical outburst," crying out, "I can't 
stand up." Eventually (says The Oregonian) she did 
manage to sit and grab a microphone, saying, "I see 
Jesus." She continued: 

He's sitting on His throne and He's laughing 
with us. He's laughing. Don't resist. Laughter is 
coming out of His mouth. I see it. 

"At that, a fresh round of howls, hoots and even 
shrieks erupted from the congregation!" 

It's something the world can never give," a par
ticipant said, as "he high-stepped a dance on the al
tar, a grin on his face." He said: 

: People spend money to have a good time. But 
this is unspeakable, pure, true, overwhelming 
and contagious. 

At that, the head of a white-haired woman hit his 
feet with a thud. She had fallen, laughing. One man, 
his face flushed, had seemingly passed out. He said 
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he was drunk on new wine. "I know what getting 
drunk is like, "he said slowly, slurring his speech. 
"This is the same thing. The only difference is there 
is no hangover after it." 

Yes, changes come, and a different spirit prevails, 
but to say it is the Holy Spirit is going "beyond the 
things that are written (1 Cor. 4:6). One observer 
put it this way: 

I'm wondering if this will produce more loving 
and compassionate people who extend a helping 
hand to neighbors and try to reach out to the 
people left out in a consumer society. Or is this 
just going to be grand old time? 

How should Christians react? All they need are 
the doctrines and precepts of the New Testament 
(Acts 2:42; 1 John 4:6; Rev. 22:18-19). 

Worship is internal adoration. The Lord has 
specified that it be accompanied by singing (Heb. 
13:15), praying (1 Tim. 2:1-3, 8), scripture reading 
(Col. 3:16; 4:16; James 5:13; Matt. 6:6), and that, 
on the Lord's Day, the Lord's Supper is to be ob
served and a collection taken (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 
16:1-2). 

Hand-clapping in worship is just one of many 
man-made additions to the Lord's plan. 

12715 SE Main 
Portland, OR 9723 

(Editor's comment: I saw the bud of what Hugo 
McCord is talking about on video tapes of the 1998 
Jubilee program in Nashville, Tenn. Jeff Walling, with 
the approval of Harold Hazelip and Rubel Shelly, 
tried in vain to excite the audience into frenzy of 
emotional upheaval. It did not work - and it may 
have killed the Nashville Jubilee. We shall see!) Fp 
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Agitators 
By Burt Jones 

As a small boy, I recall seeing my mother dump 
clothes into a wringer-type washer. On the 
top of the washer were two large cylindrical 

rollers through which she would pull the washed 
clothes to squeeze as much water out of them as pos
sible. 

Directly below the rollers was an odd-looking 
piece of equipment that sat in the midst of that part of 
the washer holding the water. It sat there, that is, until 
the washer was turned on, and then you have never 
seen such movement. The water would be violently 
moved back and forth by this peculiar thing rotating 
one way and then the other, all through the wash and 
rinse cycle. Then my mother came out- stopped the 
device from rotating - and it again just sat there. 

I asked mother what that thing was that moved 
the water and the clothes all around. She replied that 
it was an agitator. I said, "I thought those had long 
tails and lived in the swamp." She looked pitifully at 
me and said, "An agitator is necessary to cause the 
action that moves the soiled clothes back and forth 
through the water. I asked what happens if the agita
tor does not work. She said, "If you take the agitator 
out of your washing machine, you wind up with wet 
and dirty clothes." 

Throughout the history of the world, God has 
strategically placed human agitators in the middle of 
the dirty world. Their job was to stir up public senti
ment against the filth of the flesh and to render clean 
the minds of those who learned from them. 

Noah was an agitator. He troubled the minds of 
those lying in the stagnant cistern of sin, but the stains 
on their sin-soiled souls were indelibly etched: 

And every living substance was destroyed which 
was upon the face of the ground, both man and 
cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of 
the heaven: and they were destroyed from the 
earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they 
that were with him in the ark (Gen. 7:23 ). 

Moses was an agitator. He stirred up, and kept 
churning the filthy friends of Pharaoh until "it was 
told the king of Egypt that the people fled, and the 
heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned 
against the people; they said, Why have we done this, 
that we have let Israel go from serving us" (Ex. 14:5). 

That agitating-mover, Moses, then 
stretched out his hand over the sea; and the 
Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east 
wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, 
and the waters were divided. And the children 
of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the 
dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto 
them, on their right hand, and on their left (Ex. 
14:21-22). 

And later: 
Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and 
the sea returned to his strength when the morn
ing appeared ...• Thus the Lord saved Israel that 
day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead upon the shore (Ex. 
14:27-28, 30). 

Paul often troubled the minds of the ungodly. He 
agitated countless of those "whose God is their belly" 
(Phil. 3:19), including Elymas the sorcerer. Paul, 
"filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, and 
said, 0 full of mischief, thou child of the devil, thou 
enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to per
vert the right ways of the Lord?" (Acts 13:10). 

Before writing this article, I took a poll of several 
of my preaching brethren. I asked the question, 
"What is your definition of an agitator?" Without 
exception they defined agitator in exactly the same 
terms I do - A troublemaker. 

My dictionary does not define agitator as trouble
maker. The definitions of agitator ranged from "to 
give motion to -. to excite the mind or feelings of
to attempt to arouse public feeling- one who stirs up 
public feelings on controversial matters." Trouble, in 
its essence, is "a state or condition of annoyance, dis
tress or difficulty." 

Jesus was an agitator. He often excited and 
troubled the minds of others (Matt. 22; Mark 12; 
John 8:7; John 4, etc.). He aroused public feelings 
(Matt. 9:33; 21:9; Luke 22:7, etc.). He stirred up 
public feelings on controversial matters (Matt. 21: 12; 
Mark 11:15; Mark 2, etc.). 

May I suggest that we, as militant messengers, 
strengthen that firm foundation by earnestly contend
ing for the faith in the spirit of truth as a defender of 
righteousness. P. 0. Box 985 

Moundsville, WV 26041 
Fp 
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Division Is Here 
By J. E. Choate 

The traditional churches of Christ and the 
postmodern Church of Christ are either sepa
rated or separating. Santayana's famous dic

tum is timeless: "Those who ignore history are 
doomed to repeat it." And Hegel phrased a similar 
idea: "What history and experience teach us is this 
- that people and governments have never learned 
anything from history - or acted on principles de
rived from it." 

Our postmodern liberal brethren will not learn 
the lessons from Restoration history. To b~ sure they 
read such reputed works of scholarship as Will The 
Cycle Be Unbroken? and Reviving the Ancient Faith 
Show. These books are documented propaganda to 
prove that the roots of the Church of Christ denomi
nation are discovered in an early 19th-century 
Stone-Campbell Restoration sect. 
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Thomas Olbricht in his 1990 CSC paper wrote: 
Churches of Christ are entering a hermeneutical cri
sis ... whatever we may wish to call the crisis [call it 
schism, JEC], Churches of Christ at the 'grass roots' 
are clearly in a paradigm shift." 

The "change agents" began their assaults on the 
traditional churches of Christ in the 1960s. Why do 
they hold the traditional churches of Christ in such 
low esteem? 

In 1906, the U.S. Religious Census recorded that 
where there had been just one church, now there were 
two- Churches of Christ, and the Christian Church. 
In 1968, the Christian Church after fifty years of bit
ter infighting divided again. That one church is now 
listed in the U.S. Religious Census as two churches
Christian Church/Church of Christ, and the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). 

When the lines of division are clearly established 
in churches of Christ, what titles will the Bureau of 
Religious Census agree upon to make the division 
officially recognized? I suggest two, which would 
meet government standards - Churches of Christ 
(Traditional), and Church of Christ (Neo-Digressive). 

All church members will have lost something. 
The greatest losses will be the unity in Christ of be
lievers, and the mutual love and respect that bind 
them together. 

Turning Back the Pages of History 
We understand what is happening today by learning 
what happened yesterday. By 1890, the distinguish
ing marks of the Christian Church/Disciples of 
Christ were organized extra-congregational societ
ies, instrumental music, and fascination with the 
"new theology." 

Today "church growth" paradigms now entering 
the churches of Christ come from such places as the 
Willow Creek Community Church and postmodern 
theology bearing such as the Jesus Seminar and Lib
eration Theology. The brethren who are doing this 
stand guilty as charged despite their protestations. 

In 1890 the digressives mounted a highly orga
nized campaign to invade and to take over the 
Southern churches. It is easier to drink from wells 
others dug, and take over pulpits others built. 



First, the Christian Church leaders set up their 
base of operations. Their first move was to organize 
tre Tennessee Christian Missionary Convention 
which first met October 6, 1890, in Chattanooga, 
Tenn. Such eminent church leaders as J.H. Garrison, 
powerful editor of the Christian-Evangelist, gave full 
support. 

David Lipscomb attended the meetings. He said 
that he was treated _with "all courtesy and kindness 
during the convention." Lipscomb also said that he 
attended the meetings with no "anticipation of 
changing the current affairs." 

Permission was granted Lipscomb to read a care
fully worded and reasoned statement to defend the 
premise that the church is the divinely appointed in
stitution to preach the gospel. The document was 
read into the minutes of this first meeting of the Ten
nessee Christian Missionary Convention. 

David Lipscomb embodied the very apotheosis 
of civility and the virtues of the "Beatitudes." Lip
scomb was a respected observer at the convention. 
How different it is on the floor of Jubilee. I feel es
tranged and unwelcome among my brethren. My 
ears never grow accustomed to the laughing and 
ridicule poked at the traditional churches of Christ. 

J .H. Garrison expressed his pleasure to meet 
David Lipscomb and F.D. Syrgley: "The Gospel Advo
cate has been a great power in Tennessee and were it 
sympathetic with co-operation would sweep the 
state." 

The digressives twice in this century, 1906 and 
1968, have reaped the bitter fruit of division caused 
by organized extra-congregational societies, conven
tions, and church corporations. Will our digressive 
brethren ever learn? Balaam had the soul of a poet 
saying beautiful words: "Let me die the death of a 
righteous man." But he lacked "donkey vision" to see 
the danger ahead so .incapacitated was he by greed. 

The campaign mounted by the digressive group to 
take over the Southern churches ran twenty years 
(1890-1910) under the leadership of the Tennessee 
missionary evangelist, A.l. Myhr. Their successes in 
the Northern parts of the country had been almost 
total. By 1910, the digressive camp had not won over 
a single church in Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

It had become unmistakably clear to editor David 
Lipscomb, and staff writer F. D. Syrgley, and others by 
1897 that the Christian Church had metamorphosed 
into a full-fledged denomination. Arthur Murrell, 
Christian Church historian, acutely observed in his 
scholarly Vanderbilt dissertation in 1972: "The divi-

sion of the Restoration movement may be dated from 
August 1897." Murrell also wrote that Lipscomb had 
to wait for the federal census in 1910 to make it offi
cial. 

Syrgley said it bluntly when he addressed in 
1897 an Alabama state evangelist: 

He may not know this, but it is nevertheless 
true. He belongs to the Christian Church, or 
Disciples of Christ, which is as clearly defined 
and fully organized denomination as can be 
found anywhere. 

David Lipscomb after the U.S Religious Census 
reflected in a series of GA articles his thinking on the 
division. He had done everything in his power to 
forestall it. He wrote in one article in 1907 "Divi
sions Will Come." And he pled with his brethren to 
let division when it comes, follow the dividing line 
of the Word of God. 

I am apprehensive that some of my brethren who 
are so embittered by the irresponsible actions of the 
"change agents" want to force division now. This is 
wrong. Lipscomb did not think in this way. He wrote: 

The division is here. I and those who stand by 
the Word of God have done nothing to excite or 
foster it except to stand by the Word of God and 
incidentally on the ground the fathers of the 
Restoration occupied. 

Let us continue with patience to fight the good 
fight of faith lest the churches of Christ be pulled 
into the maelstrom of postmodern theology. 

There are encouraging signs in some Nashville 
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churches because the liberal brethren have pushed 
their packages too far too fast. Nashville Jubilee 
"pushers" are experiencing trouble and disarray in 
their camps. Some of the opponents of Jubilee want to 
keep the mounting problems stemming from Jubilee 
under tight wraps. This is not a tempest in a teapot. 

Apples may be half-good and half-rotten. But 
there is no such thing as a half-good and half-rotten 
egg. And there is no middle ground between left and 
right in Bible doctrine. 

This is the s.ame kind "junk talk" coming from 
the Jubilee apologists which was used in Bethany 
College when Hall L. Calhoun warned that the new 
theology was creeping into the college as it had in 
the College of the Bible in 1917. He was told, "We 
want to hear both sides of the question." Max 
Lucado and Jeff Walling gave their side of Jubilee 
during '97. We offer the other side. 

The Madison Church of Christ pulled out of Ju
bilee under very suspicious circumstances. What the 
Madison church elders had created and supported 
for ten years, they dropped with a terse statement in 
the church bulletin. 
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What about the West End church? This is the 
second biggest piece hidden in this puzzle. One of its 
elders serves as one of the three remaining Jubilee 
trustees. They meet every Tuesday in Rubel Shelly's 
Woodmont Hills Family of God church building to 
plan for Jubilee '99. One of the West End elders, a 
retired Lipscomb faculty, is reported to have re
signed his eldership with Jubilee being a factor in the 
equation. 

And even more problematic is the Donelson 
Church of Christ which continues to be a major sup
porter of Jubilee. One Donelson elder is a member 
of the Jubilee board of trustees. Another Donelson 
elder, and Lipscomb board member, continues to be 
a diehard mainstay of Jubilee. 

The West End and Donelson churches have a 
reputation for latching on to religious fads. Several 
years ago the two churches sponsored the Cross
roads cult in Nashville. They were driven off campus 
because of their uninvited intrusions into Vanderbilt 
dormitories. 

The Failure of Jubilee '98 
Max Lucado left Jubilee tottering with an uncertain 
future. And what Jeff Walling did to Jubilee '98 is 
one for the classics of absurdity. On the Jubilee 
stage, we saw an open grave with a gravedigger and 
his shovel, and an empty coffin. 

A woman singing solo led the invitation song ac
companied by a guitar and orchestral music. There 
were two mixed choir groups- (Halla! singers and 
the children's choir. What are the reasons and ra
tionales behind all this craziness? 

[If the reader wants to see these things for him
self, order a free VCR cassette from the Firm Foun
dation. H. A. Dobbs has done a thoroughly profes
sional job in editing the tape with pertinent informa
tive commentary.] 

What Next? 
Lynn Anderson will be the keynoter of Jubilee '99. 
What could be more fitting than for this "change 
agent" to read the last rites of Jubilee in a prepared 
"Last Will and Testament of the Nashville Jubilee 
Inc.," lay it in the coffin, and wheel it off stage into 
the "netherworld." 

But then Jubilee could just keep on going and 
going like that mindless pink rabbit with a steady 
drumbeat advertising batteries that eventually do 
wear out. 

37141/z Belmont Blvd. 
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Mind and Spirit 
By Earl Trimble 

But ye are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, 
if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you. But if any man hath not 

the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his (Rom. 8:9). 
Some commentators consider the three expres

sions, "the Spirit," "the Spirit of God," and "the 
Spirit of Christ," as referring to the Holy Spirit, but 
reflect the work of the Godhead in man's salvation 
(See J. W. Sheppard, Gospel Advocate Commentary, 
p. 14 7). R.L. Whiteside agrees with Moses Lard that 
"in the Spirit" (Rom. 8:9) means the human spirit 
(Whiteside,s Commentary, p. 173). 

The original language of the NT did not use up
per and lower case. The capitalizing of "Spirit" in all 
three places in Romans 8:9 is man's doing. 

The setting for this verse begins in chapter seven. 
Paul says the law of his flesh warred against the law 
of his mind (Rom. 7:23). 

Notice how Paul equates man's "spirit" with his 
"mind" in the broader Romans context. "For God is 
my witness, whom I serve in my spirit" (Rom. 1:9). 
Then Paul says, "So then I of myself with the mind, 
indeed, serve the law of God" (Rom. 7:25). In these 
two verses "spirit" and "mind" are used interchange
ably. To the Philippians Paul said: "Let this mind be 
in you which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5). 
That is, let this spirit be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus. 

Peter wrote, "Forasmuch then as Christ hath suf
fered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise 
with the same mind" (1 Pet. 4: 1). Christians have the 
same willing spirit to endure suffering in the flesh as 
we see in Jesus. 

Paul and Peter are saying that to be like Christ, 
one must be willing to suffer for the Cause while in 
the flesh (2 Tim. 2:3). Christians are to have the 
same mindset (disposition of mind, or spirit) that 
Christ had. Our Lord's priorities must be our priori
ties, otherwise we do not deny self and seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness (Matt. 6:33). 

In the latter part of Romans chapter seven, Paul 
contrasts the "law in my members" (his flesh) and 
"the law of my mind" (his spirit). The two laws con
flict. The flesh has desires or lusts that cry out to be 
satisfied. Rational beings are enlightened by God's 

will, which is "the law of the Spirit of life" (8 :2). 
Our mind (spirit or inward man) delights in, and 
wants to obey, divine law (7:22). In knowing the law 
of the Spirit of life, the mind (spirit) is able to con
sider the options and to decide to walk so as to in
herit eternal life. The flesh cannot so reason. 

Even our Lord was tempted with the conflicting 
wills of his flesh and his mind, or his spirit (See Heb. 
4:15). This was evidenced in the garden when con
templating his sacrifice for the world's sins (Matt. 
26:36-46). In view of his betrayal by Judas it is said 
of Jesus, "He was troubled in spirit" Oohn 13:21). 
Jesus overcome the "law" in his flesh because of his 
spirit of unyielding desire of doing not his own will 
but the will of the Father in heaven. 

So Christ also glorified not himself to be made a 
high priest, but he that spake unto him, Thou 
art my Son, This day have I begotten thee: as he 
saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for 
ever after the order of Melchizedek. Who in the 
days of his flesh, having offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and tears unto 
him that was able to save him from death, and 
having been heard for his godly fear, though he 
was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things 
which he suffered; and having been made per
fect, he became unto all them that obey him the 
author of eternal salvation; named of God a 
high priest after the order of Melchizedek (Heb 
5:5-10). 

Jesus Christ came as the living and perfect em
bodiment of obedience to the law of God. He came 
with the purpose of inspiring man with the same 
spirit and wanting all to trust in him that they might 
also obey from the heart the law of God. When one 
truly believes in the Christ with all his heart, he will 
imbibe this spirit of the Master. He will have an un
dying desire to fulfill all righteousness; not doing his 
own will but the will of the heavenly Father. 

Paraphrasing the sense·of Romans 8:8-9: 
They that are in the control of the flesh cannot 
please God. But your flesh does not control, if 
so be that the mind of God dwells in you. But if 
any man has not the mind of Christ, he is none 
of his. 
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Gift of the Spirit in Ads 2:38 
By L. Toreador, the bullfighter 

It does not take a lot of words to establish that 
Acts 2:38 says, "gift of the Holy Spirit" and not 
"gift from the Holy Spirit." 

However a gift of the Holy Spirit may be a gift 
from the Holy Spirit, or it may be the Spirit itself. 

11/ustratiou: At the wedding ceremony Mary 
received the gift of John." (Mary being the bride 
and John being the groom). Now that may mean 
that John gave himself to Mary in the sacred 
covenant of marriage -just as Mary also gave 
herself to John. It can also mean that John gave 
Mary a kiss and a ring. If it means that John gave 
himself to Mary, it does not therefore follow 
that John got his entire physical body inside the 
skin of Mary- it may merely mean that John 
figuratively gave himself to Mary - that is, he 
made a solemn and durable commitment of him
self to Mary. He did this by word and attitude. 

The same can be true of {gift of the Holy 
Spirit} in Acts 2:38. It may mean the Holy Spirit 
h imself (though there is nothing in the passage 
that demands this understanding) , but, if true, it 
would not follow that to accomplish this ind
welling the Spirit has to be inside the physical 
body of the receiver of the Holy Spirit. It could 
be done figuratively - through word and atti
tude. On the other hand, it can also mean re
ceiving the influence of the Spirit through the 
Word, which may amount to about the same 
thing and merely be a preference for how you 
state the matter. Or it can mean the Holy Spirit 
is inside the body of the receiver of the gift. (By 
the way, it is understood and agreed that an il
lustration is merely an attempt to help under
stand a proposition and does not prove any
thing.) 

Creditable translations do not say, "gift of the 
Holy Spirit himself," meaning the Holy Spirit is the 
gift. The Living Bible (Billy Graham's Bible), which 
is really a paraphrase, says, "Receive this gift, the 
Holy Spirit," but real translations say no such thing. 

Barnes says, "The gift of the Holy Ghost here 
does not mean his extraordinary gifts, or the power 
of working miracles, but it simply means, you shall 
partake of the influences of the Holy Ghost." 

At best the language in Acts 2:38 in connection 
with the "gift of the Holy Spirit" is uncertain. The 
question of whether the writer is talking about (1) 
the Holy Spirit as the gift or is saying (2) the gifts 
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bestowed by the Holy Spirit, cannot be absolutely 
determined by this verse alone. To know the mean
ing of the expression a person must look to other 
verses that then become a commentary on this one. 

The phrase "the gift of the Holy Spirit" may 
mean either the Spirit is the gift, or what the Spirit 
gives (its influence). The tremendous emphasis in the 
Bible on the saving Word, which is eternal truth, and 
the Holy Spirit's part in revealing and certifying that 
revelation is a clue that must not be ignored. The 
sword of the Spirit is the Word of God (Eph. 6: 17). 

The Word is to dwell in us richly in all wisdom as 
we praise God with music (Col. 3:16-17). We are to 
be filled with the Spirit as we praise God with music 
(Eph. 5: 16-17). This gives an indication that we are 
filled with the Spirit when the Word of God dwells 
in us richly in all wisdom. 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

A "total approach" to world evangelism -

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman 
• Literature: Rod Rutherford 
• Bible correspondence Courses: Ray Sullins 
• Campaign follow-up: Ed Crookshank 
• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 
• Bible Questions: David Amos, Roy J. Hearn 

and Albert McDaniel 

Under rhe oversighr of Olive Br2nch Church of Chrisr, Olive Br2nch, Miss. 

Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Phone (601) 895-9740 • Fax (601) 895-9741 



If "the gift of the Holy Spirit" in Acts 2:38 
means the Holy Spirit himself, it still does not say 
how the Holy Spirit lives in us. Every Bible student 
knows the Spirit dwells in the child of God (1 Cor. 
6:19-20). It is not a question of does the Holy Spirit 
dwell in us, but how does he dwell in us. 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profit
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness. That 
the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work (2 Tim 3: 16-
17). 

Jehovah dwells in us (2 Cor. 2:16). Jesus dwells 
in the saved person (Eph. 3: 17). The Holy Spirit 
dwells in the redeemed (1 Cor. 6:19-20). The Word 
is to dwell in the child of God (Col. 3:16). The ques
tion is how is this done. We know that Christ dwells 
in us by faith (Eph. 6: 17). We know the Word dwells 
in us by study and meditation Games 1:21; 2 Tim. 
2: 15). Jehovah dwells in us representatively and not 
personally. Could it not be that the Holy Spirit also 
dwells in us by means rather than immediately? 

The argument that the Spirit may not dwell in 
the child of God by medium of the revealed Word 
because the Spirit may not be in the unsaved person 
is false. It is based on John 14:17 where Jesus said 
the world cannot receive the Spirit of truth. 

Jesus was talking to the apostles in John 14:17 
and is referring to the power that he promised to 
them exclusively. (Cornelius was baptized in the 
Holy Spirit, but such was not promised to him.) 
When Jesus says the world cannot receive the Spirit 
of truth he is talking about the baptism in the Spirit 
mentioned in Matthew 3:11 and the entitlement this 
gave to the apostles (sit on twelve thrones, etc. -
Matt. 19:28). No one but an apostle could enter into 
this promise (there were only 12 thrones). The 
world could not receive this - not even Cornelius 
received the power given to the apostles. Some 
promises were made only to the apostles and the 
promise of John 14:17 is a part of that. 

We know this is true because the Bible tells us 
that the Holy Spirit in baptismal form came upon 
Cornelius and those who were with him as Peter 
"began to speak the word" (Acts 11: 15). This means 
at the frrst sound Peter made. The Spirit came upon 
Cornelius, his family, and friends before they heard 
the Word that would save them (Acts 11:14 ), before 
they believed in Jesus (Rom. 10:17; Acts 10:34-44), 
before they were baptized (Acts 10:48), and there
fore while they were unsaved. 

This proves the Holy Spirit can come upon an 

unsaved person - it came upon Cornelius and his 
company while they were unsaved. It proves there
fore that John 14:17 does not apply to people gener
ally but to the apostles exclusively and references the 
power promised to them. 

If anyone makes the foolish argument that Cor
nelius was saved before Peter came to Caesarea, he 
denies Romans 3:23. If anyone says that Cornelius 
and those gathered at his house when Peter preached 
to them were saved by the Patriarchal Law, he is say
ing that the Patriarchal was more potent than the 
Law of Moses, seeing the Law of Moses could not 
save (Heb. 8:6-13). If Cornelius was saved without 
the blood of Jesus, then the blood of Jesus is unnec
essary and the cross was a mistake. 

When Peter came to his house in Caesarea, Cor
nelius was a mature man - a centurion in the Ro
man army. He was not a beardless boy. To say that he 
was in a saved condition is to say what no Bible 
writer ever taught. If he was saved before he sent for 
Peter, the angel sent from God did not know it be
cause he told Cornelius to fetch Peter who would 
"tell thee words whereby thou shalt be saved, thou 
and all thy house" (Acts 11:14 ). 

. There were people with Cornelius when Peter 
came to Caesarea - he had called together his kins
men and near friends (Acts 10:24). They were not 
few but many in number (Acts 10:27). The Holy 
Spirit came on all of them before any of them heard 
the Word, believed on Jesus, or were baptized. So, if 
the Holy Spirit comes only on saved people, the 
many at the house of Cornelius were all saved, and 
the statement of Paul in Romans 3:23 is false. Or, to 
put it in other words, if the notion that Cornelius 
and the many who were with him were saved before 
hearing, believing, and being baptized then what the 
Holy Spirit said through Paul in Romans 3:23 is 
wrong. The choice is believing those who say Corne-
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lius was saved before faith and obedience, or believ
ing the Bible. 

Those who say Cornelius and the many who 
were gathered in his house were saved before Peter 
spoke the Word to them must take the position that 
preaching the gospel to them caused them to be lost, 
making the gospel an agency of condemnation in
stead of the power to save. It is true that adults who 
do not obey the gospel will be lost (2 Thess. 2:10-
11). They are not lost because they do not obey the 
gospel but because they sin and reject the only means 
of salvation. 

The scenario would be: If Cornelius were saved 
before baptism: 

1. Cornelius and all the crowd of people with 
him were in a saved condition when the angel told 
Cornelius to send for Peter to hear words that would 
save him and his family, and before they heard, be
lieved, or were baptized. 

2. The Holy Spirit came upon these saved 
people when Peter began to speak and before they 
heard the saving gospel (Acts 11:14; Rom. 1:16). 

3. When Peter preached the gospel to them, this 
caused these saved people to be lost. 

4. The Holy Spirit left them when they heard 
the gospel, for they were now lost. 

5. Peter then told them what to do to be saved 
-believe (Acts 10:43), and be baptized (Acts 10:48, 
see also Mark 16:16). 

6. They did obey the commands to believe and 
be baptized and were born again ijohn 3:5). 

7. The Holy Spirit came back to get inside of 
their human, physical bodies again (he was gone for 
only a short time). 

It is a revolving door concept of the coming and 
the going of the Holy Spirit. This wrong-headed 
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view says they had the Spirit, but when they sinned 
he left, and when they were forgiven he returned -
a come-and-go Holy Spirit. 

Those who say the Holy Spirit cannot be in a sin
ful person must agree that the Holy Spirit cannot be 
in them, or they claim to be without sin. If they 
claim to be without sin, (a) they lie, (b) deceive 
themselves, (c) the truth is not in them, (d) they 
make God a liar, and (e) they prove that God's Word 
is not in them (1 John 1:6-10). If the Holy Spirit can 
only be present in the body of the child of God when 
he is not sinning, then the Holy Spirit must leave ev
ery time the child of God sins, and if the Holy Spirit 
comes back again when the child of God repents, 
confesses, and prays, then the Holy Spirit is in a whir 
of coming and going. 

There is more to be said, but surely this is 
enough to convince a reasonable person. The unrea
sonable would not be convinced though one rose 
from the dead and told them they are wrong. 
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What Shall We Do? 
By Brian Tipton 

Christ's church in America is in perilous times. 
In an effort to fill the pews and to increase 
public acceptance of the church, many have 

forsaken their first love and gone the way of Balaam. 
With greed and hunger for money, power, and status 
many in the so-called "Christian Community" have 
deceived themselves, and are openly opposing the 
truths that the Bible clearly teaches. 

We have heard their names, Max Lucado, Rubel 
Shelly, and so many others. We speak openly about 
them and the evil that they teach. We confront them. 
But, brethren, there is something more deadly and 
more sinister in our midst. Its lethality and evil are 
made manifest in the subversive way it enters the 
minds of men. 

The local congregations are under attack, not by 
forces outside their bodies, not by storm troopers, but 
from within. Many brethren, leaders in the church, 
are slowly drifting off to sleep and leaving the helm to 
someone else - someone with evil intent. 

An entire generation has grown up in our con
gregations that does not know God! They think they 
do, but have been sold a cheap imitation of the real 
thing. I can speak to this because I once was one of 
those slumbering off to oblivion. But, by the grace of 
God Almighty, I have come back to the fold, not to 
speak timidly about such things, but to speak boldly 
because time is short. I do not wish to hold back 
words, but wish to speak in all ways to encourage 
the brethren who are dying to come back, and allow 
God to heal their lives Ger. 3:22). 

We have forgotten what God and worship is all 
about. Worship is not done to please us, but worship 
is an act that shows reverence to God and respect for 
him and the grace that he has given us. 

Our assemblies dwindling in attendance. Breth
ren forsake God and follow falsehood. This makes 
some think: We need to make the worship more ex
citing. We need to put on a show. All the time we are 
treating the symptoms of the problem and not the 
problem at all. The problem is that the man does not 
know God and does not want to know God! 

To please our own lusts (and I believe this image 
is accurate of many in Christianity today) we forsake 

the commandments of God for our own new and 
improved traditions. Many of us have bought whole
sale into the teachings of these evil men. Jesus said in 
Matthew 15:9, "But in vain they do worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men"; 
and in John 14:15, "If ye love me, keep my com
mandments." 

Many times we forget that to be pleasing to God 
and to show our love for him and his Son, we must 
keep his commandments. All else is vain worship 
(Matt 15:9). Vain means that it doesn't do you any 
good! We cannot trade away what the Bible has spo
ken as doctrine for what we feel will attract more 
people into the church. 

I would rather have three or four people in my 
congregation who are true Bible Christians than 
1,000,000 people who elect to fashion their own 
gospel to suit their individual needs and desires. 

Did not Paul give this charge to Timothy, "Keep 
the commandment, without spot, without reproach, 
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Tim. 
6:14). 

Like Timothy, we must not forsake the com
mandments of God for our own traditions. We must 
strive to teach one another, building each other up 
unto good works (2 Tim. 3: 17). Let us fill the pews 
God's way not the way of the false teachers. Let us 
wakeup before it is too late! 
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(David Bugg is a gospel preacher of considerable ability. He is also a counselor to children in trouble. Every 
day he faces boys and girls who, at a tender age, are hardened criminals. He has some things to say that parents 
need to hear. We are beginning with this installment a series of articles on delinquency and its cause. It may 
help us keep our own children out of the courts.) 

Why Children Are Adiudicated 
By David Bugg 

W hen one looks at the number of adjudi
cated children in the state of Tennessee -
approximately 588 in four Youth Devel

opment Centers - the question comes: Why? 
Listen closely because I am just going to say this 

once. Children are adjudicated (go to jail) because 
they get caught. There is no other reason. 

Sadly, that is the only reason some ever think of 
as to why they are adjudicated (counselors of 
troubled youth are required to use the word adjudi
cated instead of incarceration or other descriptive 
words because it seems to be less harsh). 

"The cops caught me." That takes the responsi
bility off them, and places it on someone else. When 
confronted with their crimes, they begin to make ex
cuses. "I did that, but ... " 

We are working on the third generation that can
not take no for an answer, as is evidenced by the 
schoolhouse shootings of the past two years. 

When pressed for reasons for killing teachers 
and fellow-students, young people say - "My girl
friend broke up with me." Or, "I was expelled for 
bringing a gun to school." Or, "I was told that I 
could not do a certain thing." 

Consider the following article by John Gibson of 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 

A famous psychologist, H.A. Overstreet, has 
defined the family as the place where a child can 
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grow: from ignorance toward knowledge, from 
irresponsibility to responsibility, from verbal 
isolation into communication, from sexual im
maturity to maturity, from egocentricity to inter
est in others, and from particular seeing into 
whole seeing. 

If the family is not important, why does the 
Bible have so much to say about husbands, fa
thers, wives, mothers, and children? 

We harvest the seed sown by sick families. A 
lack of love has produced boys and girls who 
have not been taught, encouraged, corrected, 
disciplined or admonished. 

Unhealthy family life has brought blight to 
our schools, our work places, our churches, and 
our society. 

We use metal detectors to keep students from 
bringing weapons to school. 

We build new prisons to accommodate the 
lawless. 

We create drug rehabilitation programs for 
the addicted. 

We write new laws governing drunk driving. 
We think about legalizing drugs. 
We decriminalize abortion. 
We promote safe sex. 
We frantically try to mop up all the water on 

the kitchen floor when we should turn off the 
kitchen faucet, or fix the broken pipe. 

Our problems are not going to be solved until 
we make our families whole again. 

One of the worst things about the recent 
shooting in our nation's capitol is the gun con
trol bills Congress will pass. Gun control is not 
the answer. 

When society teaches that people have devel
oped from lower life forms, why should society 
be amazed when people act like the lower life 
forms? 

We have heard, 'The family is the backbone of 
society.' But what does that mean? Look at your 
backbone. It holds your body upright. The spi
nal cord, which is the central nervous system of 
the body, is protected by the backbone. The 
home keeps society straight. 

If we know what happens when the home dete
riorates, we know the answer to the question, why 
are children adjudicated? 



Authority Is lost 
When the home fails, authority is lost. Child rearing 
is a two-parent job (Prov. 1: 8-9). 

"I don't want you to do that, but go ask your 
mother." 

"Mama, daddy says I cannot go, but everyone is 
going and I really want to." 

"You are going to catch it when your father gets 
home." 

"Mama, daddy says I cannot go, but everyone is 
going and I really want to." And "I don't want you 
to do that, but go ask your mother." Do not teach 
children to play one parent against the other. 

When I was growing up if mama or daddy said 
no, I automatically knew what the other was going 
to say. Wives and husbands should complement and 
supplement one another. 

In Tennessee of 143 new intakes into juvenile de
linquency detention centers, from January 1 to 
June 30, 1998, only 14 lived with both parents. 
Ninety-eight percent lived in homes where the 
mother was the only parent. This does not mean all 
single parent homes are bad, but it tells us something. 

Loss of authority - control - is certain to pro-

Brown 
IJ'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
{817) 268-3222 

duce rebellious youth. And that will produce a juve
nile criminal. 

When parents lose control of their children, the 
children are at risk. They will often place themselves 
in subjection to anyone who will exercise control 
over their lives. Gang leaders, bullies, and criminals 
take over where parents fail to exercise authority. 

Closely related to authority is honor. "Children 
obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 
Honor thy father and mother; (which is the first 
commandment with promise;) That it may be well 
with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth." 

The command to honor father and mother is 
necessary for it to be well with the child. For the 
child to honor its parents the father and mother 
must demand the child respect their authority. Par
ents who do not rule in the home may be assigning 
their children to adjudication. When a child does not 
honor its parents, it is usually the parents fault. 

"And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admo
nition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4). 

Security Is lost 
Some of the hardest counseling I have ever done was 
with young people whose parents could not get 
along and the marriage was a continuous storm and 
ended in divorce. Children lose all sense of security. 
When there is no security in the home, it is sought in 
other places - and almost always they are wrong 
places. One is street gangs. Gangs provide security, 
but it is a false security. 

Worship Is Neglected 
A major reason young people are adjudicated is ne
glected worship in the home. Eighty-five percent of 
our "students" have no religious preference. Of the 
69 surveyed in April through June of this year, more 
than 65 percent did not know anything about reli
giOn. 

Everywhere he pitched his tent Abraham built an 
altar. He prepared to worship. When parents wor
ship, the home is stable. When worship is ignored, 
people lose identity, self-worth, and moral values. 
When these are lost, the child is well on its way to 
adjudication. 

Conclusion 
To keep your young people out of the jail exercise 
authority and worship God. 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Living in the Past Leave It There 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Forgetting those th ings which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark 

for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus (Phil. 4:13-14). 

There comes a time in the life of most elderly 
when the memories of days gone by seem to grow 
in importance. Sometimes short-term or current 
memory seems elusive and long-term or past 
memory is all that is left. This type of living in the 
past is not what is under consideration. 

The lives of many individuals have been miser
able because they have been unable to let go of an 
unpleasant incident of the past. Many times the dis
agreement occurs between family members. The har
mony of an entire family line may be disrupted for 
generations - the actual cause may have been long 
forgotten. It may be between friends or business as
sociates. It may be between Christians. The result is 
that ill feelings become deeply entrenched in the 
heart of one or more and a rift results. An apology is 
never forthcoming so forgiveness is never extended. 

How qm an innocent person accept ill treatment 
without retaining a grudge? The formula is given in 
the text passage. We must forget things "that are be
hind" us. This is not saying we will never think of it 
again. It does mean that we will not dwell on it; we 
will not harbor ill will toward those involved. We will 
maintain an attitude that is ready to forgive. Matthew 
gives more light on the solution. Jesus declares: 

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But I 
say unto you, Love your enemies, bless (pray for 
- ASV) them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despite
fully use you, and persecute you (Matt. 
5:43-44). 

It is difficult to hate or hold a grudge against one 
for whom we have earnestly prayed. Has someone 
wronged you? Have you sincerely prayed for his 
soul? Have you sincerely prayed that your own atti
tude be right? 

None of us has suffered the wrongful treatment 
sustained by our Lord. Yet he asked his Father in 
heaven to forgive those who killed him. An impor-
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tant point for us to remember is 
that we be sure that we conduct 
ourselves correctly, that we not mis
treat another or display an unchris
tian attitude. 

"Blessed are they which are per
secuted for righteousness sake: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven" 
(Matt. 5 :10). 

There is no blessing to be received when our per
secution results from wrong conduct on our part. 

Someone has wisely said, "Hatred does more 
damage to the vessel in which it is stored than to the 
object on which it is poured." Or, "Hatred is a mat
ter of prolonged suicide." 

Medical sources tell us such feelings kept within is 
a hazard to good health. Such feelings kept deep 

. within can cause ulcers, heart trouble, emotional in
stability and other health problems. 

Congregational peace and unity often have been 
disrupted because of harsh feelings between mem
bers. Such grudges harm not only the effectiveness 
of congregational work, they jeopardize the spiritual 
health of those involved. It is sad that often ill feel
ings result because one accepted as fact incorrect in
formation. 

Though women do not have a monopoly on being 
busybodies by any means, we must certainly guard 
against engaging in such (2 Thess. 3: 11; 1 Tim. 5: 13 ). 
Let us not be contentious, self-willed or disruptive in 
our work for the Lord. Paul found it necessary to ad
monish two women, Euodias and Syntyche, to be "of 
the same mind in the Lord" (Phil. 4:2}. 

When a problem has been corrected, may we 
never be guilty of dragging it up from the past. Rather, 
let us leave it there. May we overlook the little slights 
that life hands us, resolve the big problems as best we 
can in the right way and work together for the Lord in 
peace and harmony. Fragmented we can accomplish 
little for his cause; united we can do much. 

P.O. Box464 
Ripley, TN 38063 
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Potpourri ••• 
Our dear friend, Earl Davis, continues to send 

pertinent information printed in the Chi
cago Tribune, but we have not opened the 

mail-pouch for awhile. Sorry about that Earl. Any
·how, the pouch is now opened ... watch out! 

OCharles Krauthammer wrote (The Shame of a 
No-fault Society, Aug 23, '98) that Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, the prime minister of Japan, after suffer
ing defeat in parliamentary elections, declared "Ev
erything is my responsibility. The results are attribut
able to my lack of ability." His farewell, "Thank you 
for putting up with me for a long time." Have you 
ever heard of such candor? 

llJohn McCarron (The Odds Are, Gambling Fe
ver Is Here to Stay, Aug 3, 1998) says, "This nation 
has gone on an incredible gambling toot ... last week 
hundreds of Chicagoans too poor to own cars rode 
two and three CTA buses to get from their homes to 
the state line, all so they could trade their rent 
money for chances at the Powerball jackpot ... State 
lotteries are •.. a tax on ignorance." 

0"1 lied, I misled, I stonewalled, I delayed ... 
and Ken Starr has dragged this investigation on too 
long." 

O"Mormon leaders Monday denied a report in 
the Los Angeles Times that they are preparing to dis
avow racist statements and doctrines promulgated 
by former church leaders. " Mormons have previous 
taught that "blacks are inferior and their skin color 
is the biblical mark of Cain" (Chicago Tribune, May 
19, '98). 

OThe new Relief Society manual (A Mormon 
Church textbook) says that Brigham Young had only 
one wife. Brigham Young actually had 55 wives (Chi
cago Tribune, May 15, '98). 

OJoan Beck (Not-so-free Speech, June 4, '98) 
wrote: 

"The Manhattan Theater Club in New York de
cided to go ahead with producing the play Cor
pus Christi next fall, which is supposed to be a 
notable victory for the free speech and liberal 
thinking. The play reportedly portrays a jesus
like character who is homosexual as having sex 
(offstage) with some of the apostles .•. For in
stance, Pontius Pilate in questioning jesus prior 
to the crucifixion says 'Art thou king of the 
queers.' 

$Chicago Tribune, May 31, '98, reports that a 
new Wisconsin State law says, "[W]hosoever inten
tionally performs a partial-birth abortion is guilty of 
a Class A felony." It also reports that the 1992 U.S. 
Supreme Court Decision Reaffirming Roe vs. Wade 
says, "[A] State many not prohibit any woman from 
making the ultimate decision to terminate her preg
nancy before viability." 

OGood question- "Is Dennis Rodman to be 
held to a higher standard than the president of the 
United States?" (Chicago Tribune, July 4, '98). 

0 Rob Sherman, an atheist who objected to the 
Boy Scouts pledging allegiance to the flag because it 
included a reference to God, beat his son. He was 
sentenced by circuit Judge John Scotili, who is re
ported to have said to Sherman, "You exhibit all the 
signs of a classic abuser, except for one ... feeling re
morse afterward" (Chicago Tribune, July 30, '98). 

SOUTHWEST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLE STUDIES 

"Training Men to Preach Since 1978" 

One of the Most Comprehensive Bible Programs 
Available • Emphasizing the Verse-by-Verse 
Method of Bible Study • 72 Bible Courses Are Now 
Required for Graduation • Hebrew and Greek Lan
guage Study • Two Years of Course Work in Ex
pository Preaching • Two Years of Bible Research 
and Writing • Courses in Christian Doctrine • Two 
Courses in Debate lnstru.ction • Course Work in 
Television Evangelism • Classes for Student Wives 

•New One-Year Graduate Program• 

For a free new catalog please contact: 
.Joseph D. Meador, Director 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Road • Austin, Texas 78748 

(512) 282-2438 • Fax (512) 282-2486 • SWSBS@aol.com 

A warm welcome awaits Incoming students/ 

November 1998 
Firm Foundation 21 



@Pope John Paul II issued a statement saying the 
Church's ban on the ordination of women is "infalli
bly taught" (Chicago Tribune, July 28, '98). 

GThe House overwhelmingly overrode President 
Clinton's second veto of the proposed ban on partial
birth abortions. The measure now goes to the Senate 
where - following the summer recess - the over
ride effort will succeed or fail. The ban is simple. It 
puts off-limits a hideous medical procedure in which 
the unborn child is partially delivered in a feet-fi~st 

Special 30th Anniversary Edition 

position. The life of the child is then taken by punc
turing the partially visible skull and its contents 
drained. A former Surgeon General, C. Everett 
Koop, testified, "Partial-birth abortion is never medi
cally necessary to protect a mother's health or future 
fertility" (Chicago Tribune, July 27, '98). 

GThe June 28, 1998 issue of the Chicago Tri
bune claims that there are around 30,000 polyga
mists in remote communes and in Salt Lake City. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
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(Mormons) repudiated plural marriages more than a 
century ago. But, last Spring, Vicky Prunty and a 
handful of other ex-wives of polygamists, decided to 
speak up. The group has a hot line and Web site -
www.polygamy.org- offering services to women 
seeking to escape polygamy. "Most women are still 
very afraid of coming out," Prunty said. "Some of 
them are in danger." A 16-year-old girl was found 
abandoned, belt-whipped and severely beaten in re
mote Box Elder County. The girl said she was trying 
to escape a 7 -month-old forced marriage to her 
uncle. She reportedly was his 15th wife. 

@Officials at the Pentagon have proposed down
grading the crime of adultery in the military justice 
system, a recognition that, in some ways, the mili
tary world should not be so different from the civil
ian, officials said (Chicago Tribune, July 19, '98) 

@Conservative groups have raised the hackles of 
gay-rights activists by suggesting that homosexual 
behavior is sinful. Nearly two-thirds of Americans 
believe that sexual relations between two adults of 
the same sex is always wrong, according to the Gen
eral Social Survey of the National Opinion Research 
Center ... traditional Christian belief holds that all 
sex outside marriage is sinful. Sex before marriage is 
sin. Adultery is sin. Sex between two men or two 
women is sin. Homosexuals are rankled by recent 
ads condemning homosexuality not because the ads 
say sodomy is sinful but because they say homosexu
als can change their sexual behavior. The most con
troversial of the ads have involved first-person testi
mony from former lesbians and gay men who have 
changed their lifestyle. Homosexual activists have 
been denouncing the ads as "extremist." It's time gay 
groups started demonstrating a little tolerance (Chi
cago Tribune, July 22, '98). 

OThe Boy Scouts of America and the Unitarian 
Universalist Church have come to a parting of the 
ways. The Universalists condemn the Boy Scouts be
cause they will not let homosexuals be scoutmasters, 
and the Boy Scouts answered by refusing to allow 
the Universalists to grant the Religion in Life badge 
to boy scouts. 

Wow, Earl, do you realize that you have sent in 
enough information for more than a third of this 
column. Thank you. Keep 'em coming. 

Wellarlsm 
0 Edmund Burke wrote, "And having looked to 

government for bread, on the very first scarcity they 
will turn and bite the hand that fed them. To avoid 

that evil, government will redouble the causes of it; 
and then it will become inveterate and incurable." 

The apostle Paul wrote, "If any will not work, 
neither let him eat" (2 Thess. 3:10). 

DIU 

P. J. O'Rourke put is this way: 
Social Security is a government program with a 

constituency made up of the old, the near old 
and those who hope or fear to grow old. After 
215 years of trying, we have finally discovered a 
special interest that includes 100 percent of the 
population. Now we can vote ourselves rich. 

0 David Lipscomb University has hired a noted 
liberal, John York, to teach Bible at DLU. York is so 
far-out that even the Western Hills church in 
Temple, Texas could not abide him. This is under the 
new administration of Steve Flatt. Nashville had bet
ter sit up and take notice. 

fill DeatiJ ••• 
&1 In recent weeks Arizona has followed Louisi

ana in enacting a "covenant" marriage law, enabling 
couples to choose a stronger marriage license not so 
easily broken. Florida has passed a bill requiring 
couples to take minimal marriage counseling before 
they're granted a license (source: World magazine, 
June 12, '98). 

Poll 
OAbout half of Texans say New Age beliefs con

tradict their religious faith, but agree with some 
New Age ideas, according to the Scripps Howard 
Texas Poll. Sixty-two percent agree that "all spiritual 
truth and wisdom comes from within us." 

Not to.o different from those who say that the 
wisdom that is from above comes from within us -
from the supposed presence of the Holy Ghost in us. 

Professor Chris Ellison (University of Texas soci
ology) says that Texans who attend religious services 
are less likely to embrace the New Age idea that 
truth comes from within. 

The Bible says, "It is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps." Also, "Every scripture inspired of 
God is profitable" (See 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Ape 
OThe proliferation of books on evolution shows 

the debate over our origins did not end with the fa
mous Scopes trial (Roy Maynard). Consider, for ex
ample, Teaching About Evolution and the Nature of 
Science, National Academy Press; Becoming Human: 
Evolution and Human Uniqueness, by Ian Tattersall, 
The Everlasting Man, by G.K. Chesterson, Darwin's 
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Leap of Faith: Exposing the False Religion of Evolu
tion, by John Ankerberg and John Weldon. 

Slaocldng 
11 Frazier Conley sent an email about public edu

cation in Texas, consisting of an article by Nancy 
Reed, reporter for the Honey Grove Signal Citizen. 
The piece describes statewide One Act Play competi
tion in Austin, Texas on Thursday evening, April 23, 
1998. Here are some excerp~s from the piece: 

The first play entitled, 'Dark of the Moon,' 
written by Howard Richards and William 
Berney, directed by Ms. Gloria McLucky of New 
Diana contained graphic violence. The story line 
of the play centered on a family of witches. Allu
sions of burning a baby were portrayed. The 
play included a closing scene of rape in a local 
church sanctuary during the final night of a reli
gious revival. The parishioners circled around 
chanting 'Praise the Lord,' and 'Hallelujah' as 
they witnessed this horrific act. 

A second play, 'Rimers of Eldritch,' written by 
Langford Wilson, directed by Linda Ward and 
Ozell Daniels of Elkhart, opened with the cast 
spotlighted in red, hypocritically singing, 
'Washed in the Blood of the Lamb.' The play de
picted a rape scene in the woods. The perpetra
tor physically ran his face and hands up and 
down the front of the victim, a fourteen year old 
crippled girl. The attacker threw her down, 
pushed up her dress, and theatrically raped this 
crippled youth on stage. Two other occurrences 
of extreme violence are portrayed. An elderly 
woman was slapped down, kicked in the stom
ach, pulled down steps, and locked in her room 
-by her daughter. A drifter was shot as he tried 
to assist the rape victim. 

The article says, "There were young children in 
the audience. The audience was instructed no one 
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could leave after the first performance started except 
for emergency •... Children had to remain seated." 

When Eric Vest, a Honey Grove participant 
asked the critic Judge, who was from Oklahoma 
Baptist University, "What are your feelings about al
lowing high school students to perform distasteful 
scenes on stage?" The judge's reply was, "If they can 
pull it off, more power to them." 

Well ... thank you Frazier Conley and Nancy · 
Reed ... I think! 

Wallace 
OCled Wallace in 193 9 wrote a story about a 

brother who owned a good dog and a sister in the 
same congregation who owned a sorry calf. The 
brother, sister, dog, and calf were neighbors. The 
good dog one day developed an unneighborly mood 
and chewed the calf's tail off. The sister who owned 
the calf didn't like it a little bit. Women are that way. 
She told the owner of the dog what she thought of 
him and his dog. The man made the mistake of talk
ing back to an angry woman. Men are that way, you 
know. The dispute developed into a row involving 
the friends of both and the result was a disrupted 
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church. Silly wasn't it? Sure, but most church fusses 
are! Finally, a local philanthropist bought the calf for 
two dollars and a half, knocked it in the head with a 
hammer, and the trouble was setded. It helped when 
the dog mysteriously disappeared about the same 
time. The dog was mainly to blame. Canine respon
sibility is greater than some of them seem to appreci
ate. The mistake of this particular dog was his choice 
of beef. He would have done less harm had he 
chewed on well chosen and retreating areas of some 
of the brethren. It would not have made the good 
sister who owned the calf half as mad. 

Humanism 
0 Religious liberalism denies the binding nature 

of scripture. It has an anti-doctrinal spirit. It molli
fies the nature and consequence of sin and leaves us 
wondering why Jesus bothered to be crucified. Lib
erals say there is no burning, eternal hell. There is no 
reason to go to church or be good. Liberals say one 
need only "follow one's conscience," which amounts 
to doing what is convenient. According to liberals 
there are no answers to life's big questions - why 
am I here? What is truth? 

Oastead 
OBob Onstead of Randall's Grocery Store fame 

has retired. He was on the board at ACU for many 
years - and may still be, though no longer a voting 
member. The announcement of his retirement in the 
Houston Chronicle Oune 27, 1998) included the in
formation that the Randall's Stores once refused to 
sell alcohol because Onstead opposed it, but now it 
is different. Today the Randall stores sell beer and 
wine, with brother Onstead's endorsement. The 
Chronicle article says that Onstead observed that a 
different philosophy is in the country than 25 years 
ago. "People who stand up for their convictions 
aren't given the same respect you would have re
ceived 15 years ago," Onstead said. "In the early 
days, we got letters of support. Then it changed to, 
'Boy, are you dogmatic,' and 'Don't impose your will 
on me.' People felt like we were judging them if they 
wanted to buy beer and wine in our stores." In late 
1994, Randalls changed course and started selling 
beer and wine in its Houston stores. "My personal 
feelings haven't changed, but the world around me 
has changed," Onstead said, 

We suspect that Bob Onstead learned to cave in 
to the demands of a decadent society on a Holy Hill 
at Abilene. At any rate, Bob's attitude and the atti
tude at ACU is about the same. 

It ain't cool to stand up for your convictions- so 
(By the way, where is Monica?) -let's get on with it 
and chunk our convictions. 

lriiWing and Pulling 
0 US News & World Report (Aug. 24, 1998) says 

that George Stephanopoulos, Bill Qinton's former 
presidential aid, and Sheila Burke, Bob Dole's chief 
of staff in the Senate, have written the introduction 
to a 32-page manual to help congressional candi
dates win the hearts of homosexual voters. 

Methodist 
OWorld magazine Ouly 25, 1998) says that a 

United Methodist Church (UMC) in Kingston, Calif., 
has withdrawn from the United Methodist organiza
tion in protest of the rank liberalism that has con
sumed the Methodist. The major issue is homosexual
ity and in particular the question of whether to ordain 
sexual-perverts as preachers in the United Methodist 
church. The preacher (pastor) of the church, Ed 
Ezaki, is a member of the Evangelistic Renewal Fel
lowship, a group of "pastors," representing fewer 
than 10 percent of California-Nevada's 375 UMC 
member churches. The younger men in the group see 
no hope of reforming the UMC. 
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the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood .•. 

ENGRAVING 
HEAVENLY TRUTIIS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 
D. L. Woods Publications 

4625 Virginia Drive 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 

Phone 895-8437 
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WVIS 
OOn June 1, 1998 World Video Bible School 

mailed its 40,000th tape to Standfast Oyinna, in Ni
geria, West Africa. Spokesmen for WVBS say, "The 
Lord has truly blessed us to reach this milestone, and 
He has done it through the unselfish help of Chris
tians and churches both near and far. You, who pur
chase tapes, contribute financially, serve as instruc
tors, or all-of-the-above are the ones who keep 
WVBS going. We know that without your prayers 
and other assistance, this work would falter and the 
pipeline of Bible teaching videos produced would 
dry up." 

. Cheers - and keep up the good work. The Firm 
Foundation is in your corner. WVBS cooperated 
with the Firm Foundation in producing the video 
showing Jeff Walling at Jubilee '98, which helps us 
to more fully understand the seriousness and extent 
of the present apostasy. WVBS made a significant 
contribution to the production of this video by mak
ing their facility and equipment and time available at 
the absolute cost of the material necessary to make 
the videos. Thank you, WVBS. (The Firm Foun'da
tion is also due some gratitude for picking up this 
cost and doing much of the work necessary to make 
the video available.) By the way, some have voluntar
ily sent contributions to the Firm Foundation to off
set some of the expense - and we thank you, too. 

New look 
OFellow Nonbelievers, by Albert Mohler, e~pc;>ses 

the naked backside of religious liberalism. The book 
points out that Eugene Genovese, an atheist and 

Bible Class Currienlams 

Correspondenee Coarse 
by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

VBS Materials 

Books 

For Information and orders 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 210876 • Bedford, Texas 76095-7876 

(800) 572-3619 • Fax (817) 498-3431 
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Marxist, observed, "When I read much Protestant 
theology and religious history today, I have the warm 
feeling that I am in the company of fellow nonbeliev
ers." 

It also says that Gerd Ludemann, a prominent 
German theologian recently declared, "I no longer 
describe myself as a Christian." Ludemann is cur
rently professor of the Institute of Early Christian 
Studies at Gottingen University in Germany. 

ACU, DLU, and Pepperdine should pay atten
tion. When a professor says that the mother of Jesus 
was a sexually questionable woman and puts her in 
company with prostitutes, he makes himself and his 
school "fellow nonbelievers." Non-Christians, you 
see, can be theologians. Hummmm! 

Birds of a leaf6er 
tl Leroy Garrett, well known liberal, says in the 

April1998 issue of his bulletin that "Doug Foster of 
ACU was kind enough to tell me that he is using my 
The Stone Campbell Movement in his classes." (This 
book, in case you do not know, is a defense of the 
Disciples of Christ and the Christian Church.) 
Garrett says that Foster wrote that he hopes the 
book does not go out of print. 

Hey, Royce Money and William Young, what say 
you? 

Makes Sease 
OAn Iranian court fined Reza Ghanilu $330 for 

publishing obscenity in his magazine. His crime? He 
ran photos of Gennifer Flowers, Paula Jones, and 
Monica Lewinsky without veils. It isn't clear 
whether this is a reflection on Iran's medieval legal 
code or on Bill Clinton's taste in women. 

Drugs 
OForbes magazine (Aug. 24, '98) reports that 

pushers of crack cocaine - foot soldiers who sell 
drugs on the street - make just over $3 an hour. 
ijamburger-flippers make much more. So why do 
kids risk a bullet in the head for $3 an hour? 

llorrors 
OThe Nebraska Supreme Court overturned the 

sentence of a man who pleaded guilty to sexually as
saulting a 13-year-old boy he met in an internet chat 
room. The high court said Sarpy County judge 
George A. Thompson erred in reading a Bible pas
sage before sentencing Aaron T. Pattno, 26, to up to 
five years in prison. Judge Thompson quoted, in 
part, Romans 1:26-27. 



Q A 
By Joseph D. Meador 

Question: Brother Meador, please explain the na
ture of Bible inspiration. 

Answer: There are three great biblical truths that 
stand or fall, depending upon one's understanding 
of the doctrine of inspiration. These truths are: first, 
God has spoken; second, the Bible is the revelation 
from God to man; and third, the Bible is God speak
ing. We know that God spoke in the Old Testament 
times to the prophets and in the New Testament 
times by his Son and by them who heard (Heb. 
1:1,2). This message from God was confirmed unto 
us by them who heard (Heb. 2:3-4; Luke 1:70; Acts 
3:21; Rom. 1:1-2). 

We are also assured that the Bible is the revela
tion from God to man. Divine revelation, in this 
sense, is the communication, by God to man, of 
those truths concerning himself, his plans, and his 
will, and concerning man and his redemption, which 
could not have been known through nature, nor by 
intuition, nor by any process of philosophical rea
soning, apart from divine inspiration. 

Further, the Bible is not God, but it is God 
speaking. The Bible is not the Holy Spirit, but it is 
that God-directed revelation which the Holy Spirit 
communicated to the minds of mortal man. He has 
spoken, and the Bible, his word revelation, is the re
sult. The entire Bible is God speaking and, as such, 
the orthodox doctrine of plenary inspiration is up
held in the sacred text. 

Inspiration Defined 
The late B.C. Goodpasture correctly noted that: 

In view of the various modern uses of the word, 
it is hardly enough to say that the Bible is in
spi red. Almost any modernist will admit that it 
is inspired, if you wi ll let him define what he 
means. In like manner, he will grant that Christ 
is divine, but he means only in the sense that we 
a ll are divine. He wi ll not admit the Deity of 
Jesus. As a rule, in granting that the Bible is in
spired, he means it only in the same sense that 
Shakespeare, Milton, and Browning were in
spired. He strips the Bible of its inspiration, just 
as he strips Christ of His Deity. All modernistic 
views of inspiration are wholly inadequate. 

What do we mean then by inspiration as applied 
to the Bible? Inspiration, in general, is the act of 
breathing in. The word is derived from two Latin 
words, in and spiro, which means to blow or breathe 
in or into. It occurs twice in the King James Version: 
"The inspiration of the Almighty giveth them under
standing" Gob 32:8); and "All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God" (2 Tim. 3:16). In the book of 
Job, the Hebrew word neshamah, nishmah means 
breathe, and is so translated in the American Stan
dard Version. In 2 Timothy 3:16, the Greek word 
theopneustos is translated in the King James Version 
as "given by inspiration of God," and in the Ameri
can Standard Version-1901, "inspired of God." This 
word is composed of two words, theos, meaning 
God, and pneustos, meaning breathed (from pneo, 
"to blow or breathe"). It is interesting to observe lin
guistically that from the verb pneo comes the noun 
Pneuma, which is translated as "Spirit." Pneustos, 
then, might mean "spirited," and then Theopneustos 
would mean "God-spirited," or "God-breathed," or 
"filled with the breath of God," or the product of 
the divine Breath (or Spirit), or given by God 
through the Spirit. 

The word inspired implies an influence from 
without, producing effects which are beyond natural 
powers. Its force is not so much inspiration as 
spiration, God breathing not so much "in" as "out"; 
yet, it is to be inferred that he first breathes "in." 
Hence, the word is "Spirit," "life," "living" Oohn 
6:63; Heb. 4:12). It is precisely on this latter point 
that the turn-of-the-century biblical scholar, Ben
jamin B. Warfield emphasized that the Greek term 
theopneustos does not denote "inspiring" or "inspi
ration," but rather "spiring" or "spiration." This im
plies that the Scripture is not a human product of 
what was "breathed into" the human writers by 
God, but rather a divine product "breathed out" by 
God through the instrumentality of human authors. 

Southwest School of Bible Studies 
8900 Manchaca Rd. • Austin, TX 78748 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
.January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching .......... Lakeland, Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures .•..............••.....•.. Ft. Worth, Texas 

February 
1 Freed-Hardeman University •.. Henderson, Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship ............. San Antonio, Texas 
3 Cleburne, Texas Forum 
4 North Texas Firm Foundation Lectures 

•.•••.••••...•...•..••••.•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• Talco, Texas 
March 

1 El Paso Lectures ................................. El Paso, Texas 
1 East Tennessee School of Preaching 

•.•..••••••••••••......•••.•••..••.......••••..•• Knoxville, Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

•••....•.•••.••...•••.•...•.••••...••••..•.•• Montgomery, Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures •..•.• Camden, Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching ... Memphis, Tennessee 

April 
1 Northeast Oklahoma Lectures .•.•..•.•.••.........•... ~ .•• ~~ .• 

•.•.....••••••••.••.•.•••••••.••••••••..••.••••••• Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ..................... Austin, Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

• . • • •• •• • • • . • •• . . • • • . • • . • • . • • • • • . • .• • • • . . • . • • •• Sugar Creek, Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship ......................... Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••....••••...•.••.........••••..•••....•. .••. Madisonville, Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures .......................... Marshall, Texas 

May 
1 Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

•••••.••• .••••.. .••••. .••.••. .••.•.•.•. .••••••• Cookeville, Tennessee 
1 Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

.•••••••...•.••••••••••...•••••.•.••••..•••••••••••.....••• Jerome, Idaho 
1 Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

••••••••.••..••.•••..•••.••..•.•••••.....••••.••••••• 'Visalia, California 
1 Gulf Coast Lectures ...•........••........•..• Portland, Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee • 

•• •• • . •• • • • . . • . • • • . . . . . • • • . • . • . • • • •• • . • • • •• • • . • • •• • • . • • . • Red Oak, Texas 
2 Vll'ginia Bible Lectureship 

• • •• . • . . . . . • • • . . • • • • • . .• • • • • . . • . • • . . . . . • . • . • Christiansburg, 'Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures ........•.......• Pulaski, Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship ............................... Taylot; Texas 

.lune 
1 Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

•••••••••..••••••....•...•.•.••........•.••••••.••••••••..• Dayton, Ohio 
1 Bell view Lectures ......................... Pensacola, Florida 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 
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.luly 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship •••••••..•••.•••• Burnet, Texas 
2 NW Arkansas Lectureship ••••••••• Harrison, Arkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures •.••.••....•••• Bastrop, Louisiana 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

••••.•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• Lexington, Kentucky 
4 Seek Old Paths ........................ Corinth, Mississippi 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••• Beeville, Texas 
4 NW Tennessee Bible Lectures ••••••••• Paris, Tennessee 

August 
1 Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

• • •• •••••••• •••••• ••••••••• ••• ••• • • •• •••• St. Albans, West Wrginia 
1 Northwest Tennessee Lectures •••••••• Paris, Tennessee 
1 Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••• •••• ••••••••• ••••• ••••••••• •••••••• •••••••• Sevierville, Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship ••••••.....•.•• Southaven, Mississippi 
3 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Garden City, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Farmington, Missouri 

Septembe• 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

• •• • ••• • • •• • . . ••• •••••• •• ••• •• ••••• ••••••• Chattanooga, Tennessee 
3 Central Okla. Lectureship ••••••• McLoud, Oklahoma 
4 4-State Lectureship ••.•••••••••.•••••....•. Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures ••...•.••••••• Independence, Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship • Steubenville, Ohio 

Octo••• 
1 Northern New England Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• nlton, New Hampshire 
2 Southside Lectureship ••••••••••••••••••••• Lubbock, Texas 
2 Palmetto Biblical Studies •••••• Greer, South Carolina 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

•••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Nevada Firm Foundation Lectureship 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Las Vegas, Nevada 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship •••• Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Vuginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

••••.•••..••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• Moundsville, West 'Virginia 

Novembe• 
1 Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mechanicsville, 'Virginia 
1 Eastside Lectureship ••..••...•••• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
1 Greater Murfreesboro Area Lectureship 

•••• ••• • • •• ••••. ••• • • •••••••• ••• ••• • • • ••• Murfreesboro, Tennessee 
2 Annual Denton Lectures .•••..•.••...••.••• Denton, Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship •.•••.• Tuscumbia, Alabama 
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-England-
cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishen of "Oracles of God• 

-Aiaska-
Anchorage-78oo Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-10,P?; !'!coc@juno.com 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-49~!-. •• 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
313-5583 

-Alabama
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
118-8955 ..... 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1215, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (870) 932-1643. 
Sun. 9,10 a.m., 5 p.m. CST, 6 p.m. DST, Wed. 7 
p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. ••••• 
Seal Beach -Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.~·.<:~~e wonhip with us. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Larry J. West. Come wonhip with us • ..... 
Visalia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
peacher. Home of Greater Vasalia Firm 
Foundation Lectureship 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of At'!'!~! of THE Faith. 
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia - Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 ..... 
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. • •. •. 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-15, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake F~r~;t Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. ..... 
Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
1:30 p.m. 3 mi south!'! J-.1} off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 ••••• 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6321. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. ..... 
Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 

Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). · 

••••• 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 651-0651, Tonr.'!!l!iams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (904) 455-1595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) ..... 
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m~~;~~ Stilwell, minister • 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 P.·~; J!·1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Finn Foundation Northwest Lecture· 
ship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. 
Bronson Ostic, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 501, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 Middle
belt Rd. Sun. 10, tO:SS a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. 
Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 off., 261-
4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exitto Middlebelt Rd 
(6 mi.), rt. 2 blks. http://www.garden-city-coc.org 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 1 p.m. (218) 7~~~1J.84, 722-1871. 
Virginia -Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55192. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 1 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 141-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, tSS Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 1 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 
Southaven - Southa;;,: clturch of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. St. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson-church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 
Farmington - Sunny• vi:w Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 156-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. 

- Nebraska -· 
Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. (102) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
911-1556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship. 
Dayton - Overlook ·ch~rch of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 
Fairborn, near Day;~; • ;nd Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun-
dation Lectureship. •. • • • 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. ..... 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38551, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

••••• 
Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

••••• 
Me. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. ..... 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
"The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:06-
7:30a.m. . .... 
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713)·422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
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Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
78611. (512) 156-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Home of Central Texas Lectureship Donald Walker, preacher. ..... 
Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5184 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go S.S miles west on Hwy. lOS 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! ..... 
Denton- Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-3531.Sun9, 10a.m.,6p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pearlstreet.org 

••••• 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. ..... 
Huntsville- 1380 Fish Hatchery Rd., Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (409) 438-8202 

••••• 
Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. •• ••. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. ..... 
Livingston - t tOt W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., 5 
p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
lO:tS a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy J. 
Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. ..... 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-25t5. Sun. tO, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
H wy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 1153 t. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher • ..... 
Roanoke - Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 ••••• 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
19t0 Graeber Rd. 7747t (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
tO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

• •••• 
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 ..... 
Schertz- Church of Christ, 501 Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher • 

-Virginia-
Bristol- East Bristol Church of Christ, 340 Bon
ham Rd., 24203. 1 mile offl-81 at exit 7. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Clifford Newell Jr., 
min. (H) (540) 466-0950, (0) (540) 669-6221 • ..... . 

Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

••••• 
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.in., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(151) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangeli~t. 

- Wisconsin-· 
Manitowoc -Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., ·10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

• •••• 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 
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by Nelda Clark 

-Excellent for ladies class studies-

$4.00 
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CLASSIFIED For Sale 
Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambcn book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77 430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be received 
6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the fint of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, 1N 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Godhead (1998), 
The Two Covenants (1996) $15.00; Dangero111 
'Isms (1997) $14.50; The Major Prophets (1995), 
The Providence of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping 8c 
handling on single book orders. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. 

Preachers Wanted 
Sunset Church of Christ, Miami, FL seeks pulpit 
minister: Sound, family man, with formal training 
for the ministry, 10 yrs. preaching experience 
desired. Congregation is evangelistic and mission 
minded. Send r~sum~, sermon tapes, and video 
interview tape to Wm. H. Peeples, 765 West 76th 
St., Hialeah, FL 33014 

Grass Valley Church of Christ is searching a young 
preacher. Send resume to 670 Whiting St., Grass 
Valley, CA 95945, or call (530) 274-8225. 

Minister wanted. Congregation of approx. 100 
seeking experience, sound, mature evangelist. Salary 
provided. Send r~sum~ with references to: Jesse 
Hight, Lantana Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2686, 
Crossville, 1N 38557 

Sound, conservative, full-time minister desired for 
self-supporting congregation of about SO. Write to 
Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., 
Dayton, OH 45431. Attn. F. Fry or D. Hampton, 
or call (937) 233-0967 after 3 p.m. 

Minister needed for well-established congregation 
of 100+ located at 1-57 and 1-70 South Central 
Ulinois. Duties include preaching, teaching, and 
visitation. Send r&um~ to Church of Christ, 1311 
S. 4th St., Effingham, IL 62401 (217) 342-3212. 

Consreption of 60+ with a pulpit and large 3-
bedroom house to filL Looking for a well-motivated, 
spiritually minded minister with family to join our 
family here in Aberdeen, W A. Send r~sum~ and 
video or audio tape to Church of Christ, 5121 
Olympic Hwy., Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Associate minister needed: growing congregation 
of 250 needs a man to take a good education 
program and make it top-notch, also to take a 
good youth program and make it excellent. 
Experience necessary. Send r~sum~ to Eastside 
Church of Christ, 9030 NE Glisan, Portland, OR 
97220. 

Wanted: Semi-retired, conservative, gospel preacher 
for small consregation in Crowell, TX 79227. Call 
Bill Marlow at (940) 684-1366. 

Associate minister wanted; active congregation of 
400 in NW Georgia needs a man to work primarily 
in youth and educational programs. Occasional 
preaching/devotionals. Send audio or video tape 
and r&um6 to David O'Connell, Oak Hill Church 
of Christ, 1500 Manha Berry Blvd. Rome, GA 
30165; (706) 291-0351. 

Full-time sound, conservative minister wanted. 
Consrcgation est. for 35 yrs, ave. attendance 120, 

no elders. Supports missionaries and benevolent 
work, active youth group. Full support provided. 
Send r~sum~ to Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 30680; (770) 867-5511. 

Education minister needed for congregation of 
approx. 500 members. Please send r~sum~ to Elders, 
Southgate Church of Christ, 528 Country Club 
Rd., San Angelo, TX 76904. 

Pulpit minister needed for congregation of 600+ 
in Texarkana, TX. Located off 1-30 between Dallas 
and Little Rock in a fast-growing community. The 
Walnut Street congregation is on the grow and on 
the go for God, committed to sound teaching and 
fulfilling the great commission. We are seeking an 
experienced and skilled pulpit preacher to join our 
ministers team with outreach and youth. Plans are 
underway to completely relocate from downtown 
to a more rapidly growing section of the city. Send 
letters of application, r~sum~, tape, statement of 
ministry philosophy to Elders, P.O. Box 1075, 
Texarkana, TX 75504. For more information call 
(903) 793-6753. 

Full-time pulpit minister needed. Mature age, good 
leadership qualities, personal work experience in 
church and community, active with young people. 
Church of Christ, 4000 48th St., Moline, IL 61265. 
Members 100+, no elders. Contact Dave Kirchner 
(309) 787-2478; Doug Shackleford (309) 786-
8718; jfshack@aol.com; office (309) 797-5433. 

Springhead Church of Christ near Plant City, FL is 
interested in someone to work with young people 
and to serve as assistant to present minister. Located 
about 8 mi. from Florida School of Preaching. 
Partial support can be provided. Must be sound in 
faith. Can be single or married. Springhead Church 
of Christ, 1402 Lindsey Rd., Plant City, FL 33566; 
call (813) 754-1485. (9 a.m.-1 p.m. weekdays.) 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Helll (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translation (1995)- $21.75. 
Balanced Christianity: Maintaining Biblieal Balanu 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 
Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Pews for sale. 25, solid oak, padded seats; and 
pulpit furniture. (615) 449-6320. Lebanon, 1N. 

Miscellaneous 
Suppon needed: Needing full suppon to begin a 
new work in Wisconsin town of 20,000 people, 
prcsendy no Christians there. I have preached for 
23 years, 11 years in Wisconsin. 1975 graduate of 
the Sunset School of Preaching. I would like to 
begin by next June or July. Contact Joe D. Mitchell, 
500 South Peach Ave., Marshfield, WI 54449. (715) 
389-1754. E-mail joe_mitchell@juno.com 

Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Rrm Foundation reserves the right to ac

cept or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not pro
mote, as a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Rrm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The 
Rrm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-41nches, $10 for 1-2 
Inches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl 
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Foy E. Wallace dr. on CD-ROM •...•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• $149.95 
• Contains all 14 of his books 
• Arti~les by him from 

a Gospel Advocate 
• Gospel Guardian 
• Bible Banner 
• Torch 
• King James Bible 

Audio Cassette Sermon Album Volume 1-4 by Foy E. Wallace .Jr. 
• 4-tape set ..•...•...•••••.....•.......•••••..••..•.•...•..•.••.•.....•.•.....••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 59.95 
• Each volume sold separately .........••.•.................••••..•...••••.••••••••••••••••••..••••• 15.95 

Books available by Foy E. Wallace .Jr. 

• The One Book ..••..•.•••.•...•••••......•........••...••.•....•.•...•..•....•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 19.95 

• God's Prophetic Word .•••.••••....•.••....•.••••.•.••.........•..•..•••••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••• 18.95 

• The Book of Revelation .•••••••••...•........•••••••••......•••••..••••.•••••••••••••••.•••••••••.••• 16.95 

• The Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit ................................................. 9.95 

• The Gospel for Today ........•..•.•..•.••.•.•..•.•....•••..•.••...........•.•.•.•••••••••••••.••••••••• 22.95 

• An Evaluation of the New International Version ........................................... 8.95 

• The Truth about the Revised Standard Version ....••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 8.95 

• Current Issues .•...••.•.••.•••••••••••...••..•••••.••.•..•••••••••••..•.••..•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 4.95 

• Commentary/Romans, Galatians & Ephesians .......................................... 17.95 

Order from 
Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 210876 • Bedford, TX 76095-7876 
1-800-572-3619 • Fax {817) 498-3431 
MasterCard now accepted. 
Send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling charges. 
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(Note: Some in the church are teaching that demons possess people today, and need to be exorcised (Joe 
Beam and Denny Boultinghouse in particular). This is dangerous doctrine - and, obviously, wrong. Still, it 
seems to appeal to the spiritually immature and 11eeds to be exposed as false. It is as wrong as modern-day 
Gypsy fortune-tellers. Brother Hatch has done a good job of showing us what exorcism is - the editor.) 

Exorcism 
By Don Hatch 

The word exorcise (Greek exorkizein) means "to 
bind by oath, adjure." It is casting out by a 
spell or formula, by "one who puts to an 

oath, who by various kinds of incantations, ... pre
tends to expel demons." Biblically exorcism's ety
mology denies it could be used as an explanation of 
the expulsion of demons (Vines val., 1 p. 61; 
Thayer's, p. 224). The casting out of demons by in
cantations, religious or magical ceremonies or conju
ration is in conspicuous contrast to practices of Jesus 
and the apostles. 

Many ancient people appeared to practice exor
cism by using magical words and ceremonies, which 
had to be correctly recited and performed. Their 
magical books were precise in giving the exact ver
biage, gestures, and body positions on the part of the 
soothsayer. 

Among the Jews were such pretenders (Matt. 
12:27) as well as later (Acts 8 :9-24; 19: 13-20). Simi
lar rituals were found among the ancient Babylonians 
and Assyrians. 

Josephus states that cures were pronounced in 
the presence of Vespasian and his sons by expelling 
demons according to incantations and using magic 
roots which were prescribed by Solomon (Antiqui-

ties of the Jews Book 8.2-5). This is absurd and the 
claim patently false. 

Scripture condemns divination, augury, and crys
tal gazing by enchanters, sorcerers, charmers, con
sulters of familiar spirits, wizards, and necromancers 
(Deut. 18:9-13; Gal. 5:19). 

Rabbinical writers ran the gamut of false pre
scriptions. Jesus' method of freeing a person of de
mons was clearly in contrast to Jewish exorcisms. 
Jesus did not display any ritual, rite, or words of in
cantations by calling on "no-gods" or magical for
mulas. 

Demons knew Jesus had power (Mark 1:24, 34; 
5: 7). Yet the name of Jesus is not a secret sacred ap
pellation pronounced as a magical cure to remove 
demons. 

Jesus' answer to the Pharisees (Matt. 12:27) does 
not confirm their sons were casting out demons, 
only that the Pharisees stood condemned because 
they rejected Jesus for casting out demons while 
their children falsely claimed to be doing the same 
thing. It was an ad hominem argument. 

The invasion of]esus into the hostile kingdom of 
Satan was real, and came with power. Satan would 
not overthrow himself, but Jesus overthrew him. 

(continued Olt page 5) 
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Editorial 

Fellowship Revisited 
By H. A (Buster) Dobbs 

Oen fellowship is a question that pops up 
on a regular basis. It grows out of a sin
cere but misinformed compassion and 

weepy-eyed sentiment of false love. It has appeal 
because it seems to be so tender and kind, but is 
not what it appears to be. It attempts to accept 
everyone and offend no one, but forgets that 
pleasing men often offends Christ (Gal. 1:1 0). 

The first outcropping of open membership 
in the church was in the middle of the 191

h cen
tury when some identified with the restoration appeal begin to 
compromise with denominational error, advocating communing 
with the pious un-immersed. It culminated when the restored 
church split over Bible authority. Those indisposed to speak as the 
oracles of God brought machines into assembly-worship and pro
moted extra-congregational authority in missions, which was in
tolerable to God-fearing people. 

The 2Qrh century church is threatened once again with this im
precise and dangerous thinking. The old heresy is revived in an 
article entitled, The Water Is Cold, the Night Is Dark, (Rubel 
Shelly, Wineskins, March/April 1998, which is just now off the 
press). The piece features the sinking of the Titanic in the North 
Atlantic on the night of April14, 1912, but is based on the current 
movie of the same name and picks up the dramatic but unreliable 
nuance of the filmmaker1 • 

The extravagantly emotional entreaty of the Shelly article rep
resents a sad group clinging to an overturned lifeboat with no 
hope of survival. As the icy-fingers of death close upon them a 
seaman asked, "Don't you think we ought to pray? Everybody 
agreed. A quick poll showed Catholics, Presbyterians, Episcopa
lians, Methodists all jumbled together; so they compromised on 
the Lord's Prayer." Those on the boat-hull died and it is unknown 
how anybody discovered what they did and said, except for the 
fertile imagination of the screenwriter. 

Shelly concludes from this that the church for which Jesus 
died ought to be big and kind enough to embrace in sweet com
munion every mother's child who shows a token appearance of 
faith. 

1 Brother Shelly has an affinity for drawing his theology from Hollywood productions. 
Earlier he promoted a worship style based on a Whoopie Goldburg theatrical production 
called Sister Act (Sec Whoopi Worship - Wineskins Style, by Bill Lockwood, Firm 
Foundation, April 1993). 



It has been previously pointed out, when dealing with this 
same inconsistency, that if the people in peril were atheists, Hin
dus, and Voodooists it would be every bit as tragic as the lamen
table scene painted by the pen of Shelly. If a collection of unbe
lievers slipped beneath the pitiless water into the cold and blood
less chamber of Neptune without believing in and obeying the Son 
of God, would they have been saved anyhow? 

If yes, as a throbbing-heart might suggest, then forget Calvary. 
Jesus died for nothing. The blood of the cross is worthless and the 
grace of God is frustrated and purposeless. The promise to Abra
ham, for which so many have died, has no validity. It is all a cruel 
joke. The only thing that counts is that people are in the dark and 
cold water and about to surrender their souls to the grim reaper. 
According to this delusion, if we bring the deathbed to view then 
the powerful gospel of salvation no longer need be considered. 

Hold on- I know this is a caricature, but so is Shelly's diatribe 
about dying people clinging to a floundering boat. It has about the 
same value as Francois Marie Arouet's cry at the moment of his 
death, "0 God, if there be a God." Or Ingersoll's statement at his 
brother's grave- "In the night of death hope sees a star, and listen
ing love can hear the rustle of an angel's wing." 

We do not ask for heartless Christians, which would be a con
tradiction in terms. God forbid that the followers of the sympa
thizing Jesus should have scowling faces, and hate-filled hearts, 
and acid tongues. Controversy is unavoidable, but we ought not 
to delight in it. We can be "set for the defense of the gospel" with
out being cheap, low, and vulgar. We plead for common sense and 
the resultant respect for the Supreme Architect of the Universe. 

And he saith with a great voice, Fear God, and give him glory; for 
the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made the 
heaven and the earth and sea and fountains of waters (Rev. 14: 7). 

The Bible is true and its propositions unassailable. The follow
ing principles are undeniable: 

• Not everyone who says to Jesus, Lord, Lord, shall enter the 
kingdom (Matt. 7:21). 

• He who does the will of the heavenly Father shall enter the 
kingdom (Matt. 7:21) 

• At the final judgment many will claim to have done wonder
ful things in the name of Jesus (Matt. 7:22). 

• Jesus will send them away as iniquitous law violators (Matt. 
7:23) 

In Shelly's imaginary poll those sitting astride the overturned 
boat were Catholics, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and Methodists 
- not one of whom accepts burial and resurrection as baptism. 
Still, Shelly wants to sweep them all under the proverbial umbrella 
of grace and save them in their disobedience. He graciously grants 
eternal redemption to advocates of affusion. His dispensation is 
extended on the basis of their mouthing the model prayer at the 
moment of death. 

Suppose the Lord meant exactly what he said when he told us 
that baptism is immersion in water (Matt. 3:16-17, Acts 8:38, 
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Col. 2:12) and a resurrection to a new life (Rom. 
6:4). Suppose the Bible dictum that baptism is unto 
the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), washes away sins 
(Acts 22:16), and saves (1 Pet. 3:21) is exactly cor
rect. Then what happens to those who say Lord, 
Lord, but fail to do the will of the Father in heaven? 
If that is true, then Methodist, Catholics, Presbyteri
ans, and Episcopalians are without the promise of 
salvation, even if they are clinging to an upturned 
life-raft in a dark and cold ocean. 

Is it an expression of true love to tell people they 
are saved, when the Bible says otherwise? 

Obedience to the commands of Christ is the only 
basis for assurance of everlasting redemption. If this 
is true, then do I love the unsuspecting when I fail to 
tell them about what God requires for salvation. If 
the watchman on the wall does not warn of impend
ing danger, what is his station before God? 

4 

So thou, son of man, I have set thee a watchman 
unto the house of Israel; therefore hear the 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from 
me. When I say unto the wicked, 0 wicked man, 
thou shalt surely die, and thou dost not speak to 
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warn the wicked from his way; that wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I re
quire at thy hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the 
wicked of his way to turn from it, and he turn 
not from his way; he shall die in his iniquity, but 
thou hast delivered thy soul (Ezek. 33:7-9). 

Suppose I know a person is lost because he sins 
and has not obeyed the saving gospel (Rom. 1:16; 2 
Thess. 1:8), but I do not speak to warn him, is that 
love or is it hatred? To succumb to the delusion that 
warning a man in danger is judgmental and wrong is 
a sure way to pervert the gospel. 

I am the best friend of a family in a burning 
house if I call out to warn them- even if my warn
ing causes fear based on a realization of danger or 
resentment. If I let the house burn down around the 
ears of an unsuspecting family, and do not let them 
know of their impending deaths then where is my 
love? 

It is not possible to have unity and peace without 
Christ and obedience to his word. Those who say 
that eternal security is the result of wishful thinking 
based on the pitifulness of the last fleeting breath as 
a soul goes into Hades, are pushing a scheme of re
demption unknown in scripture. They speak where 
God has not spoken, and give a false hope, which is 
not true love. 

The Bible affirms that we are all guilty of open
eyed sin. Because of sin we "fall short of the glory of 
God." Sin brings separation from God. A life with
out God is a living death. Nothing is more 
heartrending and pathetic than a mortal without 
purpose and hope. If we had eyes to see clearly, we 
would know that this condition should elicit more 
sympathetic sadness than even a group of people on 
a sinking boat. It should stir out deepest emotions 
and compel us to insistently point these lost souls to 
a powerful, saving gospel. 

"And in none other is there salvation: for neither 
is there any other name under heaven, that is given 
among men, wherein we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 
Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all them 
that obey him (Heb. 5:9). Those who do not honor 
and submit to the Lord of Light and Life have no 
promise no matter how lamentable their circum
stances nor how imminent their deaths. Pity mixed 
with sorrow should force from us a dogged determi
nation to reach the lost with the good news that in 
the city of David a Savior was born and obeying him 
brings redemption from sin. We betray those we do 
not warn of their danger and point them to the high
ground of salvation through obedience to Jesus. 



"Tell thou the lamentable tale of me, and send 
the hearers weeping to their beds" is not the basis of 
salvation. Calvary's blood-sacrifice is our only hope 
for peace with self and God. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ (Eph. 
1:3). 

Unity, like salvation, is founded on truth. "Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free." This is the unity for which Christ prayed and 
the salvation for which he died. It is only when we 
walk in the light that we have fellowship one with 
another (1 John 1:7). 

Walter Scott put it this way: 

How vain are all human attempts to unite a 
bundle of twigs together, so as to make them 
grow together, and bear fruit. They must first be 
united with the living stock, and receive its sap, 
and spirit, before they can ever be united with 
one another. The members of the body cannot 
live unless by union with the head- nor can mem
bers of the church live united, unless first united 
with Christ, the living head. His spirit is the 
blood of union. Men have devised many plans to 
unite Christians - all are vain. There is but one 
effectual plan, which is, that all be united in 
Christ and walk in him (Christian Messenger, 
1833, as quoted in Christians Only, p. 119). 

In our compassion we must be careful not to be
tray the slain but standing Lamb of God, who is also 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah. May we never be 
among that number that "crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame." 

For many walk, of whom I told you often, and 
now tell you even weeping, that they are the en
emies of the cross of Christ: whose end is perdi
tion, whose god is the belly, and whose glory is 
in their shame, who mind earthly things" (Phil. 

3:18-19). P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Exorcism 
(continued from page 1) 

The contrast was so great that the ritualistic and su
perstitious fakes were taken by surprise. 

God has not changed his plans from the founda
tions of the earth (Eph. 1:3-4). He is not capricious. 
His total scheme of redemption and eternal purpose 
is to save Adam's race. 

To explain the demons mentioned in the New 
Testament, a 19th-century Scottish theologian, Tho
mas Chalmer, invented a "gap theory" of Genesis 
1:1 and 1:2. This theory has been refuted. Some 
have spoken of the "pre-Adamite race" as belonging 
to the primeval world with it own "sin-stained his
tory" (George Pember, Earth,s Earliest Age, pp. 35, 
67-73). Pre-Adamic earthlings did not exist and, 
therefore, cannot be the source of the demons we 
read about in the New Testament. 

Jewish cabalistic teachings concerning the soul as 
androgynous and its ability to go through several re
incarnations until returning to its original purity are 
philosophical, not biblical (The New Schaff-Herzog, 
vol. 2, pp. 326-331). 

Demons, in the time of Jesus and the apostles, 
were numerous (Luke 10:17) and could act. They 
are presented as totally spiritual, nonmaterial, or in
corporeal. Their time of work was limited in the 
same manner as were spiritual gifts. God confirmed 
by signs, wonders, divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit the life, works, and teachings of Jesus, as 
well as the work to be carried on by the apostles in 
establishing the entire New Testament (He b. 2: 1-5). 

When the faith was once for all delivered there 
was no need for the gifts, and they ceased. Spiritual 
gifts included by design removal of demons, but not 
by exorcism. Neither Jesus, nor the apostles were 
exorcists. When the last apostle died, the gifts, 
which only an apostle could bestow, ended. The 
manifestation of demons also ended. The Bible 
speaks of Satan being bound for most of the interval 
between the death and Second Coming of Jesus 
(Eph. 4:8; Rev. 20:1-3). 

There are no inspired accounts of demons con
tinuing after revelation was complete. Many subjec
tive accounts have been written. The church does 
not base her actions on subjectivism (feelings as op
posed to knowledge and proof). 
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Incantations, religious magical ceremonies, con
jurations by modern individuals must be considered 
to be false, and therefore not supported by Bible 
teaching. Those who have fellowship with soothsay
ers and exorcists are in league with false teachers 
(Gal. 1:6-10; Eph. 5:3-14). 

Most of the religious mumbo-jumbo over de
mons today is coming from New Age Cults. No one 
is able to verify modern demon possession. There is 
no book, chapter, and verse defense of exorcism, be
cause only pretenders, like the sinful sons of Sceva 
practiced it. 

But certain also of the strolling jews, exorcists, 
took upon them to name over them that had the 
evil spirits the name of the Lord jesus, saying, I 
adjure you by jesus whom Paul preacheth. And 
there were seven sons of one Sceva, a jew, a 
chief priest, who did this. And the evil spirit an
swered and said unto them, jesus I know, and 

Paul I know, but who are ye? And the man in 
whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and 
mastered both of them, and prevailed against 
them, so that they fled out of that house naked 
and wounded. And this became known to all, 
both jews and Greeks, that dwelt at Ephesus; 
and fear fell upon them all, and the name of the 
Lord jesus was magnified. Many also of them 
that had believed came, confessing, and declar
ing their deeds. And not a few of them that prac
tised magical arts brought their books together 
and burned them in the sight of all; and they 
counted the price of them, and found it fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew the 
word of the Lord and prevailed {Acts 19:13-20). 

Occultism, including exorcism, has no place in 
the church. Flee idols, abstain from every appear
ance of evil, have no fellowship with unfruitful 
works of darkness. 

9FunHala 
Pittsburg, TX 75686 
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A Biblical Contrast of Leadership 
By Floyd Kaiser (minister, Mt. Vernon, Texas) 

The church is languishing for lack of leader
ship. Too few meet divine requirements for 
leadership (1 Trm. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). Oth

ers seem oblivious of what a religious leader is sup
posed to be (Matt. 20:26-27; Acts 6:1-4; 20:28; 1 
Pet. 5:1-3). 

In Exodus 32, there is an example of wrong and 
right leadership. The mistaken mob thought, as 
many do today, that no leader is worse than the 
wrong leader. 

Moses delivered the covenant of God to Israel 
and they agreed to its terms (Ex. 24:7-8). Moses 
then returned to Sinai and was upon the mountain 
for forty days. The people imagine he will not re
turn. They see themselves as leaderless and gather to 
Aaron (Ex. 32:1). 

Exodus 32 gives a case study of contrasting lead
ership. One leader was chosen by God; the other 
chosen by man. 

A leader chosen by God is more persuaded by 
God's will than by majority opinion (Ex. 32:1-4). 
The majority chose Aaron, so, when the majority 
wanted a golden calf, another god, he gave them 
one. It was by pleasing the people he gained power 
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and by pleasing the people he knew he would keep 
it. Spiritual leaders ought not to lead by popularity 
polls, but by the unchanging will of God. They shep
herd "according to the will of God" (1 Pet. 5 :2). 

A leader chosen by God will not allow the people 
to distort religion to gratify their fleshly desires (Ex. 
32:5-6). Aaron built the golden calf, and the people 
"rose up to play" (32:6). They threw a party. Moses 
observed later, '~aron had let them loose for a deri
sion among their enemies" (Ex. 32:25). 

A hallmark of the overwhelming majority of 
false religions and apostate movements in the church 
is their emphasis ori earthly pleasures instead of eter
nal realities. 

A leader· chosen by God will plead for the people 
(Ex. 32:7-14). God said to Moses, "Now then let 
Me alone, that My anger may burn against them" 
(Ex. 32:10). Moses pled with God on behalf of the 
people. A true leader does not allow the salvation of 
his followers to be without a spokesman. He prays 
for his flock and pleads with God to protect them 
from harm. 

A leader chosen by God will become a vehicle to 
carry the law of God to the people (Ex. 32:15 -16). The 



testimony of God was in Moses' hand (Ex. 32:15). In 
Aaron's hand was an engraving tool to fashion an idol 
(Ex. 32:4). A good religious leader understands the 
value of taking the Word of God to his people. 

A leader chosen by God will truthfully assess the 
condition of God~s people (Ex. 32:17-18). Joshua 
misinterpreted the sound coming from the camp. He 
thought it was the sound of war. Moses, however, 
knew better. He knew it was the sound of debauch
ery. Is the sound of activity in the church today due 
to spiritual warfare or the bustle of play? 

A leader chosen by God will be enraged by sin 
(Ex. 32: 19-20). Moses' "anger burned" at the con
duct in the camp. A true leader will never treat sin 
"in the camp" with indifference. There is a time for 
God's leader to rise up in righteous indignation. 

A godly leader chosen will admit wrong and ac
cept responsibility (Ex. 32:21-24). Aaron tried his 
best to divert guilt for his failures to someone else. 
He blamed the people by referring to their propen
sity to sin. He even blamed the gold he threw into 
the fire that, as he told it, leaped out as a golden calf. 
It is not perfection that marks an excellent leader but 
the humility to confess wrong and repent of it. 
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The barrenness of misplaced emphasis and abandon
ment of Bible teaching brings shame upon the mod
ern church among enemies of righteousness. Moses 
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and destroyed 3,000 sinners who would not cross 
over to God's side. Some may think executing 3,000 
is excessive and unnecessary. Others might also rea
son that disfellowshipping the ungodly is excessive 
and unnecessary, but they are wrong. 

A leader chosen by God will urge dedication for 
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Moses said to the people, "Dedicate [consecrate] 
yourselves today to the Lord ... in order that He may 
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God said to Moses at the conclusion of the 
whole bitter affair, "But go on, lead the people 
where I told you" (Ex. 32:34). 
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Locust Grove, (Bradford, Tennessee) 
Is 120 Years Old 

By Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

Locust Grove held a historic meeting during the 
summer of 1998. It was in observance of 120 
years of continuous existence as a worshiping 

and serving band of God's people in Northwest Ten
nessee. David, Bill and Harrell Davidson, and I were 
invited to come back home and preach in that meet
ing. We four attended there as babies and boys. We 
obeyed the gospel there. Three of us preached our 
first sermons there. 

David spoke three times and the other three of us 
each spoke once. The average attendance was some 
three to four times what they have each Sunday morn
ing. The day of the gospel meeting is not over in con
gregations like Locust Grove. It was a happy home
coming for the four of us. From Locust Grove's build
ing we four could see much of the land we four farmed 
as boys under our respective fathers and played on its 
rolling hills and bottoms. In the aggregate the four of 
us have been preaching for over 190 years. 

Whatever good the four of us have accomplished, 
much of the human credit goes to four godly parents, 
all members at Locust Grove, and the wholesome 
teaching and preaching we received as babies and 
boys there. The Davidson brothers are all par excel
lent song leaders and did much of their early song 
leading there. As we grew up we heard great song 
leaders such as Gether Sharp and Walter Pevvyhouse. 

Its congregational debut was in 1878. Alexander 
Campbell had been dead for just a dozen years. Tol
bert Fanning died just four years before that date. H. 
Leo Boles and N.B. Hardeman were both four years 
of age when Locust Grove began to meet. Brother 
N.B. Hardeman, along with brother A.G. Freed, 
would later begin a school where all four of us 
would study. Many gospel preachers who have filled 
the pulpit at dear old Locust Grove in appointments, 
local work, and gospel meetings studied at the 
school begun by brethren Hardeman and Freed. In 
1878 brother J.W. McGarvey had not yet made his 
historic trip to Bible lands. In that year Benjamin 
Franklin, David Lipscomb, E.G. Sewell, T. W. Brents, 
James A. Harding, and T.B. Larimore were house-
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hold names among Tennessee Christians and the en
tire brotherhood. 

During these 120 years wars have been fought, 
depressions and recessions have been faced, cultural 
changes have occurred and a vastly new way of liv
ing has emerged. Errors of one kind or another have 
arisen to shake the stately ship of Zion. Locust 
Grove did not go off after the Missionary Society; it 
did not move the mechanical instrument into wor
ship. It did not flirt with premillennialism. It did not 
go the anti-route during the 1950s, the Pentecostal 
rage during the 1960s, the Crossroads route during 
the 1970s and '80s, the liberal route during the 
1970s, '80s and '90s. It has not chased after Change 
Agents during the 1980s and '90s- God's glorious 
gospel is still loved at Locust Grove. 

The Davidson brothers and I preached the same 
Jerusalem gospel that led to the birth of this great 
church. We preached book, chapter and verse ser
mons. We preached the same gospel we heard as 
boys there. We preached the same gospel that we 
preached there as beginning preachers in the htte 
1940s and the early 1950s. 

We salute Locust Grove for 120 years of congre
gational faithfulness. 
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Offending A We-Jk Brother 
Became All Things to Win Souls 

Terry Hightower 
D:nid W:usou 
Keith Cozon 

2:00 By Stabilizing Congregations 
l :30 ByTeaclting Congregations to Help One Another 
3:00 BRE.~ 

Fr:tnk lligginboth:un Howard Johnson 
E. Claude Gardner 

Bob Carey 

~(til 

110 
B.C. Carr 

BREAK 
Questions 

DINNER 
Wh:u Did P.Jul Te-Jch About Water Baptism? 
If Brother Paul Visited ... ? 

Tuesday 

nobenWilli:uns 
B.C. C:trr 

9:00 Did Paul M:tke A Mistake? Bruce D:mgheny 
9:40 Paul: An E.x:unple To Preachers, Part ! V.P. lll:tck 

10:50 What Did Paul Teach Abolll Fellowship? lloy Dicks 
II :30 LUNCH- (Faculty, Student, Alumni Photos) 

!low Did Paul Address Titese Issues? 
I :30 Marriage, Dirorce and llemarriage? Terry lligluower 
2:00 llomosexualil)' Tom llolland 
2:30 Women In Leadership Jimmy Clark 
3:00 BREAK 
3:30 Questions 
4:30 DLw;ER 
7:00 What Did Paul Teach About The Church? Landis Suggs 

5:30 Questions 
4:50 DINNER 
7:00 What Did Paul Teach About lle:ll'en? 
7:45 Did P:tul Emphasize Doctrine? 

Thursday 
9:00 How Did P:ml llandle Church Funds? 
9:40 Paul: An E..x:unple to Preachers, Part Ill 

10:50 What Did P:tul Te:tch About Gr-Jce and Works? 
11:30 LUNCII 

How Did Paul Soh·e Problems? 
Personal Problems 
Congreg:uional Problems 
Brotherhood Problems 
BRE.o\K 

Questions 
DL'l~ER 

lloward johnson 
E. Claude G:trdner 

E:trl Edwards 
V. l'. Black 
E:trl Edlv-Jrds 

noben Brooks 
J.ll. Bl:tc.kman, Jr. 
LesUe Bland 

llow Did Paul Deal With False Teachers? Vernon Simtons 

Jimmy Clark 
7:45 Wltat Was Paul's View o[ God's Word? Jimmy Clark 

1:30 
l :OO 
2:50 
3:00 
3:30 
4:30 
7:00 
7:45 Do You lbl'e ~1e Zeal and Perseverance o[ Paul? Tom Holland Tell)' Hightower 

Keith Cozort Bruce Daugherty Roy Dicks Adron Doran Enrl Edwards Mike Elledge Dale C. Flowers E. Clnude Gordner Fr.>nk Higginbo<l\oJn 

This Special 30th Anniversary Edition marks a s ignificant milestone fo r the florida School o f 
Preaching. The book and lectureship deals with a significant theme you will not want to miss. 

t" You may call toll free and reserve your copy of this year's lectureship volume or to 
What Does tt Mean order one of the earlier books: 
To Be A Chr istian 

Like Paul? 

Thinkllt Al.,h f.n.M)' [~lon 

flott4.. SChool of I"K.c:Nng 
Ld:IIIIOhlp 

J• O.Ic 5t<.M)f11Aft, Oltraw 
&lbHcAnOIII I) , r.dllur 

Ho'llcd D) The 

~U'I nortd.ot ""· Chlucl'l ol Ovlt' 

HWhat Does It Mean To Be A Christian Like Paul?" ( 1999) $ 16.75 

Lectureship books from other years (some in sho rt supply) 
"Meeting The Challenging Tests Of Life" ( 1998) S I 5.75 
"If The Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do?" (1997) Sl5.75 
" You Have Heard It Said ... ButThe Bible Says" ( 1996) Sl5.75 
"Good News That Troubles 11w World" ( 1995) $ 13.75 
"The Doctrine Of Christ" ( 1994) ~ (soldout) 

The above prices Include postage. 

Call 800- 320-9780 Credit Cards Are Accepted - email: FSOP@gte. net 
web site:hltp//chdi.corn/ fsop/ 

Plan to attend our lectureship each year the third full week in January. 
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(This is an introduction to several lessons on gangs. David Bugg is employed by the State of Tennessee to 
counsel juveniles who have been adjudicated. He is well trained and experienced. We hope to gain some in
sights that will help us to save our children from the blight of modern society and perhaps be of benefit to 
troubled youth - editor.) 

Gangs: Blight of the 20th and 21st Century 
By David Bugg 

Imagine a terrible disease has overtaken the popu
lation of the world. It may have even touched 
people you know and are close to - your 

friends. Will you sit back and thank God it has not 
come to you personally, or will you become involved 
in helping to eradicate this great curse? 

We are faced with a terrible disease. It can affect 
the body and leads to incapacitating illness. It is a 
disease that destroys the right thinking. The disease 
is street gangs. 

Why Are They Such a Threat to Society? 
First, because of their outstanding growth rate. In 15 
years they have had a 5 64,906 member increase. 
Growing from 100,000 in 1980 to 664,906 in 1995 
(Office of Tennessee Juvenile Justice and Delin
quency Prevention). 

Second, gangs are against all that is taught by God 
as right. At the birth of Jesus the angels proclaimed, 
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward man." Gangs do not promote good
will. 

Learning and teaching others is a Bible concept (2 
Tim. 2:2). We may save some by preaching the Word 
in and out of season, reproving, rebuking, exhorting, 
with alllongsuffering and teaching (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Street gangs ridicule the teaching of God's truth. 
Neither do they wish you to "sanctify the Lord God 
in your hearts and be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear." A person can
not be in a gang and "love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind," nor love neighbor as self (Matt. 22:37-39). 

What Are Some Signs? 
How do we know if our friends or loved ones are af
fected by this disease? First, let me point out that we 
should not expect to find a gang member around ev
ery corner; and just because some signs are present 
in some people does not mean they are gang mem-

1 o ~~~'F~~~d!~!! 

bers. What it does mean is, they are placing them
selves in a dangerous position. We should look for 
such signs as: Graffiti on walls, drawings on clothes 
and papers, and the wearing of certain colors. 

There are many other points covered in the les
sons that will help the church combat this disease. 
We will do well to remember the words of Abraham 
Lincoln, in the State of the Union address on Decem
ber 3, 1861: "The struggle of today, is not altogether 
for today - it is for a vast future also." 

-More to come-
769 Ball Rd. 

White Pine, 1N 37890 
Fp 

Brown 
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Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
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(The following treatise is much needed. Marriage and the home are under relentless attack. Powerful people 
in high place seek to undercut the sacred and holy institution of marriage. This must not go unchallenged. It is 
disturbing that some misguided members of the church circulate teaching that corrupts the concise and trans
parent doctrine of Jesus and the apostles about marriage. Brother McCord received a letter asking him to review 
the book, An In Depth Study of Marriage and Divorce, by fohn Edwards. Brother McCord's commitment to 
truth and morality compelled him to give the following penetrating review of Edwards' dangerous document. 
The matter is serious and this study is valuable. It may be a little technical for the taste of some, but the error 
being co"ected is couched in technicalities, and may deceive the unwary. It is longer than most articles in the 
Firm Foundation, but the circumstances make it imperative that this information be made available.) 

A Scholarly Book of Errors 
By Hugo McCord 

After many years of study and of confronting 
trying and heartbreaking marriage problems 
- of more basic nature than fornication - a 

sincere brother with tender compassion has re
thought what he formerly preached about marriage 
and divorce, and has given way to hurtful doctrines. 
In his book he quotes extensively from the re
nowned Lutheran commentator R. C. H. Lenski. 

My brother writes that "we need to study the 
Greek text to fully understand the issue of marriage 
and divorce," and he introduces us to such words as 
aktionsart, aorist, protasis, apodasis, and the middle 
voice (p. 13). One despairs when he thinks how little 
the common people who heard Jesus gladly (Mark 
12:37) knew about those words, or how little the 
billions of us non-Greeks living today know about 
them. In addition, our scholarly brother introduces 
to us a German word to help us to understand mar
riage and divorce (p. 31-32). I am suspicious of any 
doctrine which is not clear in our English transla
tions of God's Word. 

My brother speaks of the Greek aorist as "always 
punctiliar or point action, one time action" (p. 13). 
If I understand properly, the Greek aorist never tells 
what kind of action is involved; it only specifies 
some act is mentioned. (For those who want to 
check the derivation, the word aorist is made up of 
the alpha privative plus horidzo, set limits.) An 
aoristic action sets no limits on the kind of action. 
The context determines whether the action is point 
(punctiliar, as Matt. 13:14; 27:38), linear (durative, 
as Matt. 25:8; John 5:7), or iterative (repetitive, 
Matt. 15:23; 1 Cor. 15:31). Grammarians illustrate 
point action by a dot (.), linear action by a line 
Uand iterative action by a series of dots( ... ). 

To remove the idea that Jesus' word moich~tai in 
Matthew 5 :32; 19:9 means living in adultery, my 
brother holds that Jesus had only point action in 
mind, namely, the divorce and marriage ceremony, 
not in living together afterward. But if the legal cer
emonies of divorce and remarriage themselves make 
a person an adulterer, then an unheard of and bi
zarre definition of adultery has been invented. 

My brother affirms that Jesus' word moichatai 
"has nothing to do with the sexual activity of the 
second marriage" but is "the one time action of di
vorcing and marrying another" (p. 26). He further 
says that the alleged punctiliar action of moichatai 
does not even involve a remarriage, but that adultery 
is "simply divorcing" (p. 33); "adultery is committed 
if one divorces a faithful spouse" (p. 19). 

My well-read brother reproduces a chart from 
Olan Hicks containing three statements from Jesus: 
(1) If a man puts away his wife, except for fornica
tion (2) And shall marry another (3) Commits adul
tery (p. 22). 

The chart is scriptural (Matt. 19:9), but my 
brother in his doctrine reverses numbers 2 and 3: he 
teaches that (1) If man puts away his wife, except for 
fornication, (3) He commits adultery (p. 19), (2) 
Whether or not he remarries (p. 16). This reversal of 
numbers is comparable to the Baptists reversing 
statements 2 and 3 in Mark 16:16. 

To the common man, the idea that legal ceremo
nies can be called adultery is strange and unbeliev
able and manufactured. The common man does not 
separate the marriage ceremony from the life in mar
riage that follows. That being true, the common man 
conceives of the phrase "commits adultery" as physi
cal action, and that Jesus was saying that any man 
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(with one exception) who swaps wives is guilty of 
adultery. Such a swap usually is not punctiliar and 
momentary, but he keeps on "adulterizing" himself 
for the duration of the marriage. 

R.C.H. Lenski surprisingly departs from my 
brother in the alleged punctiliar action. He says of a 
man who marries a divorcee that he is an adulterer 
in "the present durative sense," and explains why 
the meaning is not a one time point action: "he con
standy bears the stigma," and that "as long as both" 
he and his new wife "live, this shadow will follow 
them" (p. 29). 

Due to the specific meaning of the word adul
tery, instead of its calling for durative action (which 
might be interpreted as continuous), it would be 
more precise to speak of the word's denoting the it
erative or repetitive or interspersed action of a 
couple's living in adultery. 

But my brother affirms there is no such thing as 
"living in adultery" (pp. 21, 26, 40, etc.). The Sa
maritan woman who "had been married to five hus
bands," says my brother, was not "living in adultery" 
(p. 21). Since "she and Jesus thought she was mar
ried" those five times, my brother would not have 
told her to repent and return to her first husband; he 
would have told her to stay with the man to whom 
she was then married(?) (pp. 21, 26). 

On the other hand, the New Testament describes 
the possibility of living in sin, fornication, lusts, mal
ice, envy, and uncleanness (Rom. 6:2; 8:13; Eph. 
2:3; Col. 3:5; Titus 3:3; 1 Peter 4:2). Thus as long as 
those who have no right to cohabit do cohabit, they 
are living in adultery. 

Not only does my brother give a non-dictionary 
definition of adultery as legal ceremonies, but also 
he gives another non-dictionary meaning: "to violate 
marriage by disrupting it, in ways other than forni
cation" (p. 12). Adultery, he says, is "any violation of 
the [marriage] covenant" (p. 33). He quotes Lenski 
that "the real sin is ... the disruption of the mar
riage," not in "marrying another" (p. 16). True, the 
disruption precedes remarriage, and is a real sin, but 
marrying another (adultery) is a real sin too, so real 
it bars people from heaven (1 Cor. 6:9-11). 

To sustain his non-dictionary and non-NT defi
nition of adultery - any violation of the marriage 
covenant - my friend resorts to Lenski: "The En
glish translation is inadequate: 'he commits adul
tery'" (p. 31). What Lenski says is inadequate is all 
that the Greek word means; it does not include vio
lations of the marriage covenant (as sinful as they 
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are), and the English translation, true to the Greek 
and adequate, does not include them either. 

Then Lenski abandons both the Greek and En
glish and goes to the German to find a broader 
meaning of adultery: "the verb," he says, "means 
ehebrechen, ruin marriage" (p. 31). It is true that the 
German word brechen, meaning break, cut, or crush, 
when joined to Ehe, marriage, is comprehensive: 
anything that breaks or crushes a marriage, adultery 
or otherwise, ruins a marriage. But Jesus did not 
speak German, and the Greek word he used is not as 
comprehensive as enebrechen. 

The word adultery both in Greek and English, 
unless qualified, has a limited physical meaning, a 
violation of the marriage bed. In Jesus' eyes, a 
person's becoming "one flesh" with a non-spouse is 
the only reason grave enough to break up a home 
and start another (1 Cor. 6: 16; Matt. 19:9). There
fore my friend's and Lenski's appealing to a broader 
German word must be considered as adding to 
God's Word. 

The fact that the Jews, in worshiping idols in
stead of Jehovah, were pictured as guilty of figura
tive adultery Uer. 3:8) does not mean that when 
Jesus spoke of adultery he meant "unfaithfulness to a 
covenant of marriage, not necessarily physical adul
tery" (p. 14). When Jesus spoke of adultery he re
ferred to it in three ways: (1) physical, fourteen 
times (Matt. 5:27, 32; 15:19; 19:9, 18; Mark 7:21; 
10:11-12, 19; Luke 16:18; 18:11, 20; Rev. 2:22); 
(2) mental, one time (Matt. 5:28); and (3) figurative, 
a general unfaithfulness in all of life, three times 
(Matt. 12:39; 16:4; Mark 8: 38). James added one 
more figurative use, unfaithfulness to God (4:4). But 
neither Jesus nor James nor any other NT writer 
spoke of adultery as "unfaithfulness to a covenant of 
marriage." 

My friend well points out that the KJ translation 
of Matthew 5:32a, "whosoever shall put away his 
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her 
to commit adultery," uses the active voice erroneously 
about the innocent wife, saying that she commits 
adultery. Jesus of course did not make that 
error. He said that the wicked husband makes her 
to be "adulterized" (an archaic word but a literal 
translation of Jesus' aorist passive infinitive, 
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moicheuthenai), "to suffer adultery, to be debauched" 
(Thayer). The innocent woman has been victimized, 
used, and exposed. She has not committed adultery, 
but she has been left as though she had done so: her 
virginity is gone forever. 

Then my friend abandons his close study of the 
passive voice, as used by Jesus in 5 :32a, and with 
Lenski mistakenly tries to use the same voice in 
5 :32b, "he who marries her that has been released is 
stigmatized as adulterous" (p. 27). The alleged pas
sive voice in 5 :32b leads to the conclusion that the 
man marrying the divorced woman has not sinned: 
"this passive idea indicates thai it is not a sin com
mitted by ... the man who marries" the divorced 
woman, "but an injustice caused by the husband 
who dismissed his wife and to her husband who mar
ries her" (P. 28). Thus the man marrying the divor
cee, according to my friend and Lenski, is guiltless. 

Their error is in overlooking the fact that the 
verb moichatai may be taken in the middle voice, 
and thus be active in meaning, just as the KJ says, 
"whosoever shall marry her that is divorced 
committeth adultery." Confirmatory that the verb 
should be taken as middle, not passive voice, is the 
fact that Luke 16:18) in a parallel statement uses the 
active voice, moicheuei: ''whosoever marrieth her 
that is put away from her husband committeth adul
tery" (KJJ. 

But my friend and Lenski assert that the innocent 
person "may marry again even as Paul so plainly de
clares in 1 Corinthians 7:15 and commits no sin"(p. 
32, 49). On the contrary, Paul did not make such a 
declaration in 1 Corinthians 7:15 or in any other 
place. He did give a release from the obligations due 
to her husband who had left her, but he did not give 
a remarriage privilege. If he had, he would have 
been allowing desertion as a ground for divorce and 
remarriage, whereas Jesus had allowed only fornica
tion. As my friend emphasized in another connec
tion, "one must not add to the scriptures" (p. 39). 

My friend misuses 1 Corinthians 7:24, "Let 
each man wherein he was called, therein abide with 
God," by teaching that no matter what your past life 
has been, "if you marry, you have not sinned" (p. 
50). One could as logically apply 1 Corinthians 
7:24 to thievery and idolatry and homosexuality. To 
those three callings my friend would object, but not 
to polygamy: "There is absolutely no evidence that 
those who practised polygamy had to divorce all but 
their first wife before they could become Chris
tians" (p. 39). 

Paul said that if a woman "marries another man 
while her husband lives, she shall be called an adul
teress" (Rom. 7:3). My friend's new doctrine holds 
that her marrying another man while her husband 
lives does not make her an adulteress; that whether 
she ever remarries or not (p. 16), her adultery is 
"when she breaks the covenant of marriage with her 
first husband" (p. 52). 

Herod Antipas (tetrarch of Galilee and Perea, 4 
B.C.-A.D. 39) was married to the daughter of King 
Aretas of Arabia. Herod Philip (tetrarch of northeast 
Palestine, 4 B.C.-A.D.34), Antipas' half-brother, was 
married to Herodias, the daughter of Antipas' and 
Philip's half-brother Aristobulus. Antipas fell in love 
with Herodias, and proposed marriage. She agreed 
but demanded that he "divorce Aretas' daughter" 
(ANTIQ. 18, 5, 1). Then "Herodias took upon her 
to confound the laws of our country, and divorced 
herself from her husband while he was alive, and 
was married to Herod [Antipas], her husband's 
brother" (ANTIQ. 18, 5, 4). 

According to Roman law, and according to my 
friend, since both Anti pas and Herodias had legal di
vorces, and so were unmarried, they were single 
people and free to marry. But John the Baptist told 
the king, "It is not lawful for you to have her" (Matt. 
14:4), that is, according to the Jewish law. 

But why did John talk to Antipas about Jewish 
law? Antipas' father, Herod the Great, was of "pure 
Jewish stock," wrote his historian, Nicholas of Dam
ascus (cf. Schaff-Herzog, V, 244). However, he must 
have been wrong, for his father Antipater was an 
Idumaean and his mother Cypros was an Arabian. 
But among Herod's seven wives two were Jewesses, 
both named Mariamne, and and so Jewish blood 
came into the family. Aristobulus, Herod's son by 
the first Mariamne, thus was a half-Jew, and so 
Herodias, his daughter, was one-fourth Jewess. 
Herod Philip was a half-Jew by the second 
Mariamne. Luke called Drusilla, a granddaughter of 
Aristobulus, a Jewess (Acts 24:24). Thus there must 
have been some responsibility of Antipas to Jewish 
law for John to condemn him. 

My friend says that since the Jewish law allowed 
divorce and remarriage, what John was condemning 
was "incest" (p. 17). It is true the Jewish law allowed 
divorce and remarriage (Deut. 24:1-2), and it is true 
that it condemned marriage between those "near of 
kin" (Lev. 18:6). Antipas was her half-uncle, but 
John did not condemn Anti pas and Herodias for in
cest; if so, he would have condemned both of her 
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marriages, for each was to a half-uncle. What was 
wrong with ·the second marriage that was not wrong 
with the first? What Jewish law had they violated? 

Josephus (a Jew) said that Herodias "took upon 
her to confound the laws of our country." "The laws 
of our country" (the Pentateuch) were flaunted by 
Antipas in two ways: (1) he had coveted his 
neighbor's wife, and so he broke commandment 
number ten of the decalogue, "You shall not covet ... 
your neighbor's wife" (Ex. 20:17); (2) he had com
mitted adultery, and so he broke commandment 
number seven (Ex. 20:14 ), and that "with another 
man's wife" (Lev. 20:10), even his "brother's wife" 
(Lev. 18:16). 

John the baptist did not accuse Antipas and 
Herodias of incest, but said, "It is not lawful for you 
to have your brother's wife" (Mark 6: 17). My friend 
would say that after Herodias had divorced Philip, 
she no longer was his wife, and therefore Antipas did 
not commit adultery in marrying a legally divorced 
woman. But in God's sight she was still Philip's wife. 
After Antipas and Herodias had married? both Mat
thew (14:3) and Mark (6:17) and Luke (3:19) call 
Herodias "Philip's wife." 

In God's sight even a king was not allowed to 
marry another "man's wife" (Gen. 20:3). God stig
matized such an act as "sinning against me" (Gen. 
20:6). And a pagan king agreed with the Lord that 
people in "a righteous nation" would not stoop to 
such conduct (Gen. 20:4). 

It is sad that a beloved brother in the Lord has, out 
of good intentions, so twisted his thinking as to say 
John was condemning Antipas and Herodias for in
cest, of which they were not guilty; and to infer that 
Antipas artd Herodias did no wrong in marrying, for 
divorcees "do not sin in getting married'' (p. 21). 

My friend tries another route to legitimatize un-
scriptural marriages, saying it is 

indeed strange, if jesus taught that divorced and 
remarried people were "living in adultery" with 
a spouse, that the writings of the first few centu
ries are as silent as the tomb about breaking up 
marriages before baptism (p. 21). 

I too think it strange that nothing in detail is said 
about early Christians leaving unscriptural mar
riages. However, we do have the information that in 
Corinth (korinthiadzo, to corinthianize, to practise 
harlotry) there were people who had been fornica
tors, idolaters, adulterers, homosexuals sexual per
verts, etc (1 Cor. 6:9-11). Many Corinthians "hear
ing, believed, and were baptized" (Acts 18:8). It is 
hard to believe that they came into the church with-
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out quitting their sins, of which adultery was one. It 
is hard to believe that Paul did not teach the same 
thing that Jesus did, that everyone divorcing andre
marrying, except for fornication, is an adulterer 
(Matt. 19:9), and that adulterers would be "cast into 
hell" (Matt. 5:27-29). 

My friend, failing to find his and Lenski's thinking 
in English translations, points out that English trans
lations err in other ways too: the KJ has inserted "Eas
ter" (Acts 12:4), and has failed to translate the Greek 
word baptidzo; the NIV makes a baby a sinner (Psa. 
51:5); and the NEB has "Saturday night" (Acts 20:7). 
But the fact that these versions err in a few places does 
not change the fact that they are true to the Greek in 
making it clear to non-Greek readers that in Jesus' 
eyes anyone divorcing and remarrying, except for for
nication, is an adulterer. 

If my brother's book is correct, Jesus had no 
need to say any thing about marriage except for one 
to be kind and faithful to the spouse one now has, 
just so it is a legal marriage, including polygamy (pp. 
38-40). My brother repudiates homosexuality (p. 
40), but on his position that one is not to break up 
any legal marriage, if two men legally married to 
each other (Colorado, California) ask to place mem
bership where my friend is preaching, he would ask 
the church to .accept them, and he would say to the 
two men: "stay married" (p. 26). 

Jesus used only a few words about marriage and 
divorce. If we consider his words in Mark and Luke 
as being repetitions of those in Matthew's, he used 
only eight verses (Matth. 5 :31-32; 19:4-6, 8-9, 
11-12). Does it require sixty-five closely printed 
pages to make Jesus' message clear? 

My friend has devoted many months in prepar
ing his book, not to justify his own breaking the cov
enant of marriage with his godly wife (I have been a 
guest in their home), which he has not, but because 
he has a sympathetic heart toward people with mar
riage problems. However, he should not allow sym
pathy to alter Jesus' teachings. His book alters Jesus' 
teachings and has done harm and should be burned. 
We cannot understand why Jesus gave some teach
ings, but he knows what is best. 

I have written to my brother that I pray he will 
reconsider, and return to the old paths where he for
merly walked, and will live long enough to undo as 
much as possible the harm that has been done. 

12715 SE Main 
Portland, OR 97233 
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Missionary Page - Rod Rutherford, editor 

The Indigenous Approach to Mission Work 
By Wayne Burger 

Throughout the years, different missionaries 
have tried various approaches to accomplish 
the task of evangelizing foreign fields. The 

question of how much American missionaries should 
do for local Christians and congregations has always 
been in the minds of thoughtful missionaries. 
Though I have not lived in a mission field, I have 
worked for short periods of time in about a dozen 
different mission fields. Having done local work in 
the United States for over thirty years, I have also 
had opportunity to observe many mission efforts . 
Also I have been in college with a number of foreign 
students who were brought to this country to be 
educated and then return to their homelands as mis
sionaries. Having taught in a preacher training 
school for several years, I have gained further insight 
into missionary work and various approaches or 
methods of doing it. 

As one with limited on the field experience, but 
at the same time a lot of preaching experience, I 
would like to share with you some of the advantages 
I see in using what is commonly called "the indig
enous approach" to mission work. 

The dictionary defines indigenous as "originating 
in the region or country where found; native." Basi
cally, this approach says that from the beginning of 
our mission work, we teach, train, and expect the lo
cal people to be self-supporting, not only financially, 
but in carrying on the work of the Lord. The practi
cal aspect of this philosophy says, "As an American 
missionary, I will preach and teach, and furnish you 
with materials with which you can preach and teach, 
but I will not use American dollars to build your 
church buildings or support your local preachers." 

We Americans tend to think that the rest of the 
world operates just like we do, but this is not true. If 
they do not live like us, we think they should, and this 
philosophy carries over into our mission work. We 
have a tendency to think that foreign Christians need 
to be like us in terms of having a church building, a 
paid preacher, and the same schedule of services that 
we follow. Because of this mistaken concept, we have 

done a lot of "Americanizing" in- ,..------..., 
stead of "Christianizing." I am not 
speaking of matters of faith, for in 
this regard they must be just like us. 
I am speaking of matters of opinion. 
In matters of faith, we must all be the 
same, but not in matters of opinion. 

Some of our ''Americanizing" is -..:.......~..
because of our compassionate spirit, Rod Rutherford 

which sees people in Third World countries very 
poor in material goods. We want to bring our con
verts up to the living standards of the United States. 
We do not seem to understand that they do not have 
to live on our economic standard to be Christians. 
They need to learn to live on the level of other folks 
in their own nation. 

We compound the problem when we put local 
preachers on the American payroll. Because they are 
poor, many want to become preachers simply be
cause of the support they can get. When this hap
pens, their fellow citizens will resent them. Ameri
can support generally allows a native preacher to 
live on a much higher standard than his countrymen. 
This causes them to regard the preacher on Ameri
can support as "being paid to be a Christian." This 
creates what are known as rice-Christians. Rice
Christians remain Christians as long as they are sup
ported, but when the support stops, they stop going 
to church. 

Another problem of American support is that the 
local church served by the native evangelist has no 
control over him. The preacher can do as he wishes, 
work as, and when, he wants to, and has to answer 
to no one. Even having an American missionary on 
the field who oversees native preachers on his pay
roll does not really eliminate the problem. This ap
proach is called "the paternalistic method" for good 
reason. It makes the American missionary the "fa
ther." He provides everything. He controls every
thing ultimately, and this gives him far more power 
than he ought to have. 

Christians in Third World nations do not have to 
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have our kind of church buildings with their padded 
pews. They do not have to have a full-time paid 
"pastor" to keep them happy. They should erect a 
building that suits their culture and economy. If they 
want a preacher, they should employ one and pay 
him according to their standard of income. They 
might even be better off without a preacher for they 
will be much more aware of their responsibilities in 
church leadership and evangelism if they are directly 
involved themselves. 

A fine example of the indigenous method is the 
work in Eton Village in the Pacific nation of 
Vanuatu. Ed Crookshank, the missionary in 
Vanuatu, had previously worked for 16 years in 
Zambia. The brethren in Eton built a nice meeting 
place without American aid. The men in the church 
do an effective job of preaching and evangelizing so 

do not need a full-time paid preacher. The work is 
very stable and continues even though brother 
Crookshank has been gone for several years. 

I am not suggesting other approaches to mission 
work are sinful. I am saying that using too much 
American money is unwise and presents many prob
lems. The basic truth that people appreciate more 
what they provide for themselves must never be for
gotten. We cannot solve all the problems on the mis
sion field with more American money. We have not 
solved the problems of the world with massive 
American foreign aid. It has not even brought re
spect for America. We need to build works that are 
stable and self-governing, self-supporting, and self
propagating. The indigenous approach is the best 
means to that end. 7645 W. Ontario Place 

Littleton, CO 80128 
Fp 

Changing God's Truth into a Lie 
By J. E. Choate 

Heraclitus, an ancient Greek philosopher said 
that change is the only constant in nature, 
and no man ever steps into the same river 

twice. Ovid, a Roman poet, wrote about metamor
phosis, the transforming of form and substance of 
things. Solomon observed that whatever is today, 
was yesterday, and will be tomorrow. 

The highest priority in the Office of Change 
Agentry is changing the foundation of the church 
Jesus Christ laid (Matt. 16), and besmirching the 
garment of the lovely bride of Christ (Eph. 6). 
Among the chief "change agents" in this enterprise 
are Richard Hughes and Douglas Foster. 

The focus of this article concentrates on breth
ren who despised their biblical heritage, experienced 
acute shifts in the fundamentals of their religious 
faith, and would force change in God's scheme of 
things. 

The Psalmist said of God that "a thousand years 
is as the passing of a watch in the night." At this 
juncture, we look at documented historical change. 
"A thousand years witnessed the forming of the 
ecclesiastical structure and sacramental system in the 
Roman Catholic Church (606), and the Great 

16 ~:='F~~~d!~:: 

Schism (1054) which separated the Eastern Ortho
dox Church from the Catholic Church." 

The next thousand years witnessed profound 
changes in the history of Christianity. The Dark Age 
gave way to the Renaissance. This was the period 
when Martin Luther challenged the power and au
thority of the Catholic Church sending shock waves 
down to the end of the papal toe. 

The Protestant Reformation produced three ge
neric groups of Protestant churches in the 16th cen
tury - Lutheran Church; Church of England (Epis
copalians); and Calvin's Reformed Churches. Other 
mainline Protestant churches have arisen since the 
16th century -18th century Weslyan Methodists, 
and the 19th and 20th centuries gave rise to major 
American cults, e. g., the Mormons. 

The most explosive Christian movement of the 
20th century, and by far the largest, is the rise of Pen
tecostalism. It took place April17, 1905, on Azuza 
Street in Los Angeles. A city newspaper described the 
sights and sounds of that strange night- "Weird Ba
bel of Sounds." The longest running Church of Christ 
postmodern version of the '~uza Street Revival" is 
the Belmont Church [of Christ] in Nashville. 



The most popular and fastest growing evangeli
cal church in American today is the Willow Creek 
Community Church. Willow Creek is the church 
growth paradigm of choice by Harpeth Hills, Otter 
Creek, and Woodmont Hills churches. The 
Hendersonville Community Church is a "copy cat" 
model of the Willow Creek church. Its preacher, 
Doug Varnado, is David Lipscomb University's most 
popular Bible teacher. 

Neither Catholic, Protestant, Nor Cultic 
A vocal group of brethren contend that the tradi
tional churches of Christ actuapy constitute a Resto
ration denomination. This is the "cock and bull 
story" which Richard Hughes and Douglas Foster 
would foster upon gullible brethren. Shall we refrain 
from calling names? How else could·we tell about 
Lynn Anderson's 1973 description of the traditional 
churches of Christ as a "big sick" denomination. 
And Gary Bradley commended Lynn Anderson in 
the Lipscomb 1998 Elders Workshop! And what on 
this earth was Bill Brummit doing on Jubilee? 

Churches of Christ in the uAthens of the South" 
The Nashville church traces its beginning to 1827 
when members of the Baptist Church broke all ties 
with Baptist doctrine and established the first church 
of Christ in the city. Alexander Campbell worshiped 
with the church when visiting his married daughter 
in Nashville. 

The churches of Christ have been plagued in this 
century by three volatile movements with human 
faces - the premillennial controversy, the anti-in
stitutional movement, and liberal theology. [Liberal 
theology is a malignant growth in postmodern 
Churches of Christ, which demands a single compre
hensive analysis.] 

Premillennialism generated a great deal of harsh 
personal rhetoric. The churches did not suffer divi
sion because the church members did not believe 
what they never understood. On the other hand, the 
anti-institutional brethren succeeded in establishing 
their own enclave of viable churches. 

Our real story zeroes in on still a darker side in 
the history of the Nashville churches of Christ. This 
is the story of three Nashville preachers, Jesse B. 
Ferguson, Don Finto, and Rubel Shelly. Finto and 
Shelly have caused more harm and divisions in 
churches of Christ than all other "change agents" of 
this century. Finto and Shelly found churches of 
Christ at peace when they came, but have since 
churned up an "unholy mess." 

The first to be considered is Jesse B. Ferguson 
who dates from 1846 when he came to Nashville to 
preach for the largest church of Christ in Nashville 
at the time. Ferguson was the youngest preacher in 
Nashville and the most famous. He flattered all and 
was flattered by all. 

In 1852, Ferguson startled his congregation with 
the sensational statement that the dead would have a 
second chance for salvation. He moved into the 
realm of necromancy, spirit rapping, and communi
cating with the spirit world. The church did not di
vide. It was devastated. 

P. S. Fall, Tolbert Fanning, and David Lipscomb 
turned the sad state of affairs into a blessing. They 
re-built the church. They found only 57 of the scat
tered membership of 500. So successful were Fan
ning and others that the churches multiplied in num
ber and strength until Nashville has been called the 
"Jerusalem" of American churches of Christ. 

Ferguson resigned the Nashville pulpit in 1856. 
And not in 132 years would the churches of Christ 
in Nashville be so troubled again until the coming of 
Don Finto and Rubel Shelly. The Finto story is every 

Taking Precious Souls from Hearing to Heaven 

\"{or the 
~~~ 

A "total approach" to world evangelism

RADIO, TELEVISION, LITERATURE, 
AND INTENSIVE FOLLOW-UP CAMPAIGNS 
AND TRAINING BY QUALIFIED BRETHREN 

• Broadcasting: Jim Dearman 

• Literature: Rod Rutherford 
• Bible correspondence Courses: Ray Sullins 

• Campaign follow-up: Ed Crookshank 

• Chinese Mandarin Work: John Grubb 
• Bible Questions: David Amos, Roy J. Hearn 

and Albert McDaniel 

Under the oversight of Olive Branch Church of Christ, Olive Branch, Miss. 

Truth for the World 
P.O. Box 751135 • Memphis, TN 38175-1135 

Phone (601} 895-9740 • Fax (601) 895-9741 

December 1998 
Firm Foundation 17 



bit as weird and bizarre as that of Ferguson. Finto 
came out of the German mission field to preach for 
the Una church, and to teach in David Lipscomb 
College. 

Pinto was caught up in the "Jesus Movement" of 
the 1960s. This was the time of the "Flower Chil
dren," the "Hippies," and the drug culture. The Una 
elders could not understand Pinto's interest in this 
Christian sub-culture, and dismissed him. Likewise, 
his tenure with the college was terminated. Fin to then 
became the preacher for the Belmont church of Christ 
where Hall L. Calhoun had preached. The member
ship was very small at the time, but grew into a mem
bership of 3,000 under Pinto's leadership. 

The concern over Pinto's influence grew at an 
alarming rate. Lipscomb teachers were forced off the 
faculty for holding Belmont membership. Finto at
tained an almost cult-like status alleging that God 
had called him to be a modern-day apostle with all 
the power and authority of the twelve called by 
Jesus. Finto moved Belmont to adopt the most ex
treme forms of Pentecostal exercises. He brought to 
the Belmont Church such "Third Wave" sensational
ists as Paul Cain identified with the Kansas City 
Prophets. Pinto and company expect watching the 
dead crawl out of their coffins, but none has crawled 
to date. 

Lipscomb administrators and church leaders [in 
the 1970s] feared Pinto's presence and influence. 
Parents. were distressed that their rebellious children 
flocked to Pinto's church. The dismissal of Lipscomb 
faculty that supported Pinto caused bitter feelings. 
The pervasive influence of Don Pinto remains espe
cially in four Nashville churches - Otter Creek, 
Brentwood Hills, West End, and Antioch. This is due 
to the cross pollinations, and cross-over of church 
members including family kin who have close ties 
with Don Pinto and the Belmont Church. 

Rubel Shelly now supersedes Pinto's notoriety as 
the chief troublemaker in Nashville churches of 
Christ. Shelly is no weird charismatic,. but he identi
fies with them. Dr. Shelly has cultivated the myth 
that he is some sort of an intellectual genius espe
cially with discerning insights that allow him to peer 
into the future. 

The metamorphosis of Dr. Shelly's changing face 
is what makes Dr. Shelly so unique. We know where 
he has been because like the legendary Kilroy, he 
signs his name. He was a Church of Christ "hard
liner" in his FHC years. He came to Nashville, got a 
Vanderbilt Ph.D., and saw a great light. All denomi-
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nations became his brothers as he revolted against 
his own kind. 

He has been editor-in-chief of 21st Century 
Christian publications, professor in Freed-Harde
man College and David Lipscomb College. His 
causes are supported by Harold Hazelip and Carl 
McKelvey who brought him on the Lipscomb cam
pus to speak in student chapels and other events. 

Dr. Shelly was a key organizer of Jubilee Inc., 
and has been in obvious control since its beginning. 
He is the senior editor of Wineskins. Shelly is now 
the minister for the Woodmont Hills Family of God. 
Their new building was funded in a large measure 
from the sale of the old Hillsboro Church of Christ 
property where B.C. Goodpasture and Batsell 
Barrett Baxter once preached. 

Postscript 
This article is about deep and destructive changes 
taking place in churches of Christ. Jesus said know 
the foes of your household. Rubel Shelly is fast los
ing both face and ground with Nashville churches 
and elsewhere. It was indeed a peculiar experience 
for me to see Rubel Shelly, Don Pinto, and Max 
Lucado at the head table at a "kick off" breakfast for 
Jubilee '97. A Lipscomb board member and a Lip
scomb, CEO, Walt Leaver, were seated nearby. 

The air is now thick and poisoned with suspi
cion. Do these brethren know the literature on 
Christian ethics? The Vanderbilt philosopher, Dr. 
Rubel Shelly, lectures on ethics. Matters may get 
worse before they get better. "Be patient and wait on 
[serve] the Lord." 
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Thoughts for Christian Women 

Just Say 11No'' 
By Irene C. Taylor 

Inspiration, lays the platform for successful child 
rearing in Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child in 
the way he should go: and when he is old he 

will not depart from it." 
Note that Solomon did not direct parents merely 

to tell the child how he should live but to train him. 
This includes showing a right example before him. 

Dr. Spock taught parents not to spank their kids. 
In his last years he is reported to have realized his 
mistake, but the damage was done. He thought to slap 
on the buttocks with a flat object or with the open 
hand, as punishment was wrong, and convinced many 
parents that corporal discipline was abuse. 

The book of Proverbs promotes discipline. Con
trary to modern thinking, the "board of education" 
applied to the "seat of learning" is not abusive. True, 
parents, both in years gone by as well as currently, 
can let temper and anger get out of hand and admin
ister abusive punishment but that does invalidate the 
advice to apply good discipline. 

Note carefully Bible counsel on corporal punish
ment. 

Proverbs 23:13 - Withhold not correction 
from the child ... 

Proverbs 19:18 - Chasten thy son while there 
is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying. 

Proverbs 29:17- Correct thy son, and he shall 
give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy 
soul. 

In our quest to eliminate real abuse of children, 
we seem oblivious to the fact that failure to discipline 
properly is serious abuse. Parents who love their chil
dren administer discipline to mold their character and 
channel conduct in the direction of right. "He that 
spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him 
chasteneth him betimes" (Prov. 13:14). 

An important aspect of proper training is instilling 
a love and respect for God. Our goal in child rearing 
is to teach our children how to so live in this life so 
heaven will be their home in the next life. Pressures of 
the world make this goal increasingly difficult to 
achieve but we must not give up. Far too often we 
forget to emphasize that all-important fourth dimen
sion of child development. 

Jesus grew in all four; intellec
tually, physically, spiritually and so
cially. Parents go to great lengths to 
promote the development of the 
mind, body and the social skills but 
neglect the spiritual all too often. 

It is nothing short of tragic that 
many parents have vacated the 
driver's seat and handed the control over to their chil
dren. It does great harm to threaten discipline without 
following through. When a child throws a crying! 
temper tantrum, even on a "little" issue, and is given 
his way, he soon learns how easy it is to manipulate his 
parents. A dangerous precedent is set. And the sad 
result is the child will find it difficult to relate to other 
children. It may even carry over into adult relation
ships in business, social activities and even marriage 
for not everyone will give him his way in life. 

Parents must say "No" when such is appropriate 
and make it stick. This makes it easier to say "No" 
and enforce it when our children want to partake of 
activities inappropriate for the Christian in later life. 
It is important that we train our children so that we 
are welcome into the homes of friends. "Even a child 
is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, 
and whether it be right" (Prov. 20: 11). Children 
need to be taught to respect the privacy and prop
erty of others. 

Experts in child behavior now tell us we merely 
confuse a young child by giving a detailed explana
tion for every "Why." Answers need to be simplified 
and shortened to their level. There are times when 
we need to "just say no." 

Sometimes the simple explanation needs to be 
"because I said so and I am the authority." Had more 
children learned such respect for authority while 
young we might have fewer adults rebelling against 
God's authority. We might find more respect for the 
property and lives of others. Children have so much 
to learn. We parents must help them learn the right 
things. P. 0. Box 464 

Ripley, 7N 3 8063 
Fp 
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Potpourri ••• 
W e are at the end of another year, but that 

means we are also at the beginning of a 
New Year. Ogden Nash once said, "Every 

New Year is the direct descendant, isn't it, of a long 
line of proven criminals?" 

Well, maybe so,· but some passing years have 
been exciting and good. My hope is that 1999 will 
not be criminal but will be the year the tide turns in 
favor of fearing God, respecting the Bible, and re
turning to righteousness. It is past time for the pen
dulum swing back since it has been swinging out, 
out, out, and out and is way beyond left field. 

Anyway, whether the trend is back to basics and 
good morals or further away into the never, never 
land of hopeless decadence, we can be good and do 
right. It is truth that frees and may we ever walk in 
the light that eternal lamp. 

Helmut R. Petrich sent a kind and encouraging 
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letter in which he says that when gubernatorial can
didate Geoffrey Fieger (Missouri), Jack Kervorkian's 
lawyer, was quoted as saying that Jesus was a 
"goofball" he may have been merely quoting some
one else. National Review and World magazine both 
understood him to be stating his own views about 
Jesus. He may have made the statement more than 
one time and in different contexts. Still, whether he 
was giving his own view or quoting someone else, he 
ought to be more careful. 

lodor leaf6 
GJack Kervorkian romps around and helps 

people kill themselves. Now comes word that 
Princeton University has given Peter Singer an en
dowed chair. This is a prestigious position in one of 
America's most prestigious universities. Mr. Singer is 
a specialist in ethics. According to David S. Oderberg 
(The Washington Times), "Mr. Singer believes that 
since infants are not 'rational and self-aware,' they 
should not be considered human until they are at least 
one month old. Up to that time they could be killed. 
Newborn babies have, to use his analogy, "the same 
moral value as snails." Mr. Singer thinks that such 
"non-persons" are "replaceable," much like chickens 
and other farm animals. Singer may be more reckless 
and dangerous than Kervorkian. 

Ethics! Did you say? 

fiJaf fou May Know 
0 Rick Bundschuk is described in a David Lip

scomb University announcement as "a pastor, vet
eran Youth-worker, writer, speaker and cartoonist 
based in Kauai, Hawaii, and the teaching pastor at 
Kauai Christian Fellowship." Lipscomb University 
invited Bundschuk to be one of the teachers at the 
October '98 "Jumpstart Your Ministry" program on 
the Lipscomb campus. Also, Steve Joiner the newly 
appointed head of the Bible Department at Lubbock 
Christian University is on the same program. 
Interrrrrresting, very innnnterrrresting! 

lidioa 
OUnbelievers try to make Jesus in their own im

age. Leftists try to make Jesus into a social revolu
tionary, New Agers into a mystical visionary, femi
nists into a proto-feminist. 



Quarantine, by Jim Crace, is a new book about 
Jesus' 40-day fast and temptation. As the story be
gins, Musa, a fat, conniving merchant, is dying of a 
fever in his tent pitched high on a plateau in the 
trans-Jordan. The caravan has left him to die, at
tended. only by his pregnant wife, Miri, whom he 
treats like an animal. Five pilgrims seek a cave for a 
period of fasting and religious contemplation. Each 
has needs for God to fulfill. Marta, a wealthy Jewish 
woman, is barren. Aphas is a sick old man. There is a 
mysterious villager; and also Shim, a blonde half
Gentile seeking enlightenment. Last to struggle up 
the hill is Jesus, thin, nervous, and with a womanish 
face. While Miri is out thankfulfy digging a grave for 
her brutish husband, Jesus enters the tent, helps him
self to food and water, and half by accident presses 
on Musa's chest, releasing the fever. Then he goes to 
his own tent to begin a 40-day fast (Source: World, 
July 25, 1998). 

Hey, this may give Max Lucado and Rubel Shelly 
some ideas, seeing they both write a lot of fiction. 

'emlalsf 
OCarolyn Graglia has written a book, Domestic 

Tranquility, in which she gives a "brief against femi
nism." She is a successful lawyer who gave up her lu
crative career to stay home and take care of her 
three daughters while her lawyer husband brought 
home the bacon. Note the following quote: 

Feminists vowed that they would try to become 
as much like men as possible. They would be 
sexually available on male terms without com
mitment. They would abort their babies, of if 
they gave birth, they would place their children 
in surrogates' care and continue to work outside 
the home at 'meaningful' jobs so that someday, if 
they tried very hard, they might possibly be as 
interesting and worthy as men. The women's 
movement could have been orchestrated by the 
editors of Playboy: readily available sex for men 
without marriage; if married, a working wife to 
unburden the male from responsibility for sup
porting the household; readily available abor
tion to eliminate unwanted children; and de
valuation of maternal commitment to child-nur
turing so that mothers would remain in the 
workplace, ensuring that women would never 
become dependent upon their husbands (pp. 34-
35). 

Come Oae, Come All 
GA Canadian paper reports that an Anglican 

Church in downtown Toronto is trying a novel ap
proach to attract new members. St. Stephen-in-the
Fields advertises that it offers a "warranty" that it 

welcomes everyone, regardless of class, sexual orien
tation, or marital status, and "will not tell you how 
to dress, feel, or act." 

Wonder why Woodmont Hills Community 
Church in Nashville has not thought of that before? 
Wonder why Mike Cope has not thought of it? 
Transvestites of Abilene and Nashville should take 
note. Come as you are - men in women's clothes -
women in men's clothes - wolves in sheep's 
clothes. In Nashvillian jargon, "Hit don't make no 
difference. Hee! Haw! And Don Pinto." 

Morals 
OTwo polls indicate that values have vaulted to 

the top of concerns among voters, and the intensive 
coverage of President Clinton's scandal shows no 
sign of abating. Most elected officials have de
nounced the president's behavior with Monica 
Lewinsky. Randy Tate (Chicago Tribune, Sept. 19, 
1998, via Earl Davis) says, "What we see now is the 
potential for this to be a referendum on the issue of 
values." 

We devoutly hope so. 

Will future generations remember? 

Will the ideals you cherish now 
be sustained then? 

Will someone promote your principles? 

Who will guide your grandchildren? 
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U.S. Senate 
flA dead woman gained enough votes to ad

vance to a runoff for the Democratic nomination of 
the U.S. Senate (Associated Press, Aug. 27, '98). 

Well, she's not the only dead person sent to 
Washington D.C. to serve in government. The Con
gress and Senate are full of dead people. 

Do fell 
O~teve Kloehn (Chicago Tribune, Sept. 18, by 

way of Earl Davis) says, "The Comeback Kid may be 
engineering one of the greatest comebacks of all 
time: the return of serious, public consideration of 
religion." Kloehn observes, "Of course, Clinton is 
not responsible for reintroducing serious talk about 
religion into the public discourse. It never fully dis
appeared, though it was muted for several decades." 

The article continues, "Is it possible that by forc
ing the nation to confront his self-acknowledged 
sins, Clinton can make moral conversation urgent 
once again? Is it possible that by pushing people to 
take sides, the scandal could re-energize religious in
stitutions?" He closes with the observation, "Clinton 
may truly become the best friend of organized reli
gion, giving it energy and reacquainting the nation 
as a whole with its language." 

J. Brewer 
OGospel preacher Jerry Brewer announces that 

he is available for gospel meetings. Brewer says, 
"Neither money nor congregational size is a consid
eration. I will go wherever and whenever I can to 
preach Christ to lost men. His address is 308 South 
Oklahoma, Elk City, OK 73644 

j rale of J'wo leaders 
OThe first leader was a king who was in charge 

of all he surveyed, a powerful man used to having 
his own way. Lusting after a beautiful woman, who 
was the wife of another, he committed fornication 
with her. Seeking to save his reputation he sought to 
cover his sin. So he arranged for her husband to be 
killed and took her for his wife. 

But the Lord appointed a special prosecutor to 
expose the truth of the matter and he caused the 
king to realize his sin. The king did not deny his sin. 
He did not blame the prosecutor. He did not try to 

Bible lnfonet 
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justify his action. He did not speak " legalese" in an 
attempt to. reduce the enormity of his sin. Rather he 
simply repented and said " I have sinned against the 
Lord." 

His name was David (2 Sam. 12), but I forget 
who the other leader was. 

Sent in by Albert S. McDaniel of St Louis, Mo -
thank you, Albert. 

j Mecller from Nllllt~~IIIIIIYI11w 
OAn estimated four thousand unborn children 

died last year because pregnant women were wear
ing their seatbelts improperly or not at all. General 
Motors and the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad
ministration are independendy trying to reduce that 
number. They are developing a pregnant crash-test 
dummy and more fetus-friendly safety devices. All 
this for a glob of cells? 

liThe $5 mail-order catalogue from Abercrombie 
& Fitch features the same khakis and crew-neck 
sweaters the company has always sold to preppies and 
frat boys, but the latest editions (circulation: 1 mil
lion) present the traditional wares with a twist - of 
homoeroticism. Half-naked and fully naked college 
boys covort in and out of Abercrombie clothing, pho
tographed by Bruce Weber, who specializes in, uh, 
that sort of thing. "I like it," Joe Landry, publisher of 
the gay magazine The Advocate~ commented to the 
Washington Post. "There's an essence of innocence 
that has been captured." Innocence? Well, high-end 
clothing merchants have always been in the business 
of selling dreams. (Sept. 1, 1998). 

C6urc6 of faglaad 
OA British statesman once remarked, "We must 

preserve the Church of England. It's our only de
fense against real religion." 

National Review (Sept. 1, 1998) reports that the 
ten-year-gathering of bishops of the worldwide 
Anglican communion, including Episcopalians from 
America, showed deep and plain schism in that reli
gious group. The major disagreement was ·about 
homosexuality. Bishop Spong and others advocated 
accepting practicing homosexuals and even or
daining some of them to be priests. "Scientific ad
vances," Spong said,· "have given us a new under
standing of homosexual people." Really? An im
provement, no doubt, on what God authorized to be 
written in Romans 1:26-27. The bishop of Enugu in 
Nigeria flady told the General secretarY of the Gay 
and Lesbian Christian Movemeitt, "You will go to 
hell." Finally, a resolution declaring homosexual 



practice to be "incompatible with Scripture' was 
passed by an unexpectedly large majority - like 
seven to one. 

OSenate Majority Leader Trent Lott admitted 
that homosexual sex is bad for you, a disease of ad
diction like alcoholism. Michael McCurry, White 
House spokesman, responded that it's sad that some 
"backward" people share Senator Lott's view. Any
way, the fate of Sodom tells us what God thinks 
about it. 

llot6erbood 
OWilliam Kane left his girlfriend, Deborah Hect, 

15 vials of sperm before he killed himself in 1991. 
His two adult children contested Miss Hect's claim 
of ownership. A settlement agreement in Kane's will 
was eventually reached, giving his children 80 per
cent of his estate and Miss Hect 20 percent. Hence 
she was allowed three vials of his sperm. When she 
did not succeed in conceiving on the first two tries, 
she filed a petition for the other 12 vials. She won, 
and the judge who ruled in her favor wrote, "Nei
ther this court nor the decedent's adult children pos
sess reason or right to prevent Hect from imple
menting decedent's pre-eminent interest in realizing 
his 'fundamental right' to procreate with the woman 
of his choice" (Source: National Review, Sept. 1, 
1998). 
reea ,,.,.,,, 

OThe Centers for Disease Control and Preven
tion affrrmed: The teen pregnancy rate is dropping. 
The number of teenage girls across the country who 
became pregnant fell by 12 percent between 1991 
and 1996. Even so, the U.S. teen pregnancy rate is 
the highest of any industrialized country - nearly 
twice as high as the next highest nation, Great Brit
ain, and 10 times higher than the Netherlands. 

W6atever BIIJJJJeDed to lfhics? 
DMost Americans agree that America's Com

mander-in-chief lied under oath, but say he is doing 
a good job as president. What could they be think
ing? Here are some possibilities: 

• Who am I to judge? 
• Everyone lies about sex. 
• All I care about is the economy. 
• The other politicians are just as bad. 
• If his wife can put up with it, so can I. 
• I'm so disgusted I've stopped paying attention. 
• A president like that makes me feel better 

about myself. 

VerrOueer 
OAccording to World magazine (Aug. 22, '98), 

13,000 athletes and 200,000 spectators descended 
on Amsterdam for the 1998 Gay Games. Male com
petitors in ballroom dancing wore high heels and 
wedding veils. The bulk of the games' funding came 
from corporate sponsors including Avis, Levi's, 
Kodak, and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines. Competi
tions included basketball, billiards, bodybuilding, 
bowling, and bridge. Participants were warned to re
frain from "exhibitionism and sexual behaviors." 
But even homosexual newspapers notCid the "un
abashed raunchiness" of the opening parade, in 
which men clad only in jock straps (or less) danced 
on floats drifting along the city's famous canals. 

Amulag 
CIThe Amazing Grace television script (AG#-

13430) titled, "Prayer Changes Things," includes the 
story of a soldier on the battlefield running through 
enemy fire to rescue a fallen comrade. He explained 
that he had waited until 9:00 a.m. to help his 
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wounded buddy because every morning at nine his 
mother prayed 15 minutes for his safety. According to 
this Amazing Grace "story" the soldier said he knew 
he would be safe from nine to nine-fifteen a.m. 

After that, he was on his own, I guess. Would it 
be better to just preach the Word? 

4ClU 
OWhen a Toronto Blue Jays farm team offered 

discounted tickets to families who showed a church 
bulletin at the box office, it became the target of an 
American Civil Liberties Union lawsuit. Atheist Carl 
Silverman ~ade the compliant that sparked the suit. 
The farm team, The Hagerstown Suns, paid a $500 
fine to the Maryland Commission on Human Rela
tions, but has filed an appeal. 

Is It D'ue? 
GThe University Church of Christ in Tuscaloosa 

has invited Baptist preacher Tony Campolo to speak 
at this year's Youth in Action in Birmingham. The 
date is the weekend of December 2 7. The Chatta
nooga Free Press (Sept. 15, '98) makes a reference to 
"Rev. Tony Campolo, a liberal Baptist from Pennsyl-

A Critical Review of 
The Peaceable Kingdom 

by Wayne Coats 

The Peaceable Kingdom, by Carroll Osburn, is an 
inurbane book. Osburn, a professor of Bible at Abilene 
Christian University, attempts to discredit the restoration ap
peal and misalign the church. His teaching is dangerous and 
damning. 

Wayne Coats of Mt. Juliet, Tennessee has done a mas
terful job of answering the Osburn book and effectively pin
pointing its fallacies. It is not necessary for every member 
of the church to have Osburn's book, but It Is advisable for 
all to read Coats answer to it. 

Brother Coats takes up the Osburn misadventure chapter 
by chapter and exposes its teaching to the light of Bible 
truth. When Osburn's Ideas are examined by sound doc
trine, they fade like a cut flower. With withering 
commonsense Coats takes up each false notion presented 
In Osburn's little volume and gives an unanswerable an
swer. 

A perusal of the Coats book will make you aware of the 
liberal position and what Is wrong with it. At the same time 
It will enhance your love of the Bible and appreciation of 
everlasting truth. 
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vania known for advocating acceptance of homo
sexuality. 

Postscript: As we go to press a friend sent in a 
notice from the University Church in Tuscaloosa that 
includes this statement: "A lot of controversy has 
arisen surrounding one of our invited speakers for his 
year. Mr. Tony Campolo has been featured by the na
tional news media and many of his views have been 
misrepresented. This controversy has spiraled out of 
control and therefore, we have decided to rescind his 
invitation to speak at Youth in Action this year. We 
apologize for any inconvenience or concerrn this may 
have caused.,, 

We leave you to evaluate this announce1nent. 

Salty 
GMance E. Harmon, in an internet posting on a 

program called Salt Server, says that President Clin
ton signed an executive order on May 28, 1998, to 
award homosexuals protected status as a minority. 
Harmon says the order means that if two equally 
qualified persons apply for the same federal job and 
the heterosexual receives the position, the homo
sexual can sue claiming discrimination based on 
sexual orientation. The potential costs to the em
ployer in defending against the suit will ensure the 
homosexual be given the job based on sexual orien
tation. 

freedom's What? 
OCecil Hook, author of the Bible-dishonoring 

book, Free in Christ, says, "John York, our pulpit 
minister for just over a year is leaving this month to 
teach Bible at David Lipscomb University. A gifted 
man! Their gain; our loss," said Cecil Hook. 

Hook thinks that it is proper to pick and choose 
among the commands of God, and I suppose John 
York agrees with him, or he would not have his en
dorsement. 

Hmmmm 
0 We wonder if high government officials have 

read Baroness Orczy's statement, "An apology? Bah! 
Disgusting! Cowardly! Beneath the dignity of any 
gentleman, however wrong he might be" (I Will Re
pay, Prologue no. 1, 1906). 

Crossview 
OThose connected with Alton Howard and the 

White's Ferry Road church in West Monroe, LA op
erate a television, radio, and newspaper program 
called Crossview. The TV program features denomi
national preachers and promote~ books advocating 



denominational ideas. It is shocking to watch the 
program. Now comes word that Crossview is going 
to have a prayer retreat. The speakers will include 
Joe Beam, Randy Harris, Terry Rush, John Mark 
Hicks, and Jeff Walling - all well established liber
als. That tells us about Crossview. We notice that 
Crossview has been vigorously advertised in the 
Christian Chronicle. 

lnlillratioa 
OSidney Capshaw, a former elder from Waco, 

Texas, tells how liberals took over tlie congregation 
he served. It started with the demand for more ex
citement in worship and that orought on applauding 
those who performed in the worship service, holding 
up hands, pushing women into leadership roles, and 
singfug during communion. This has -created, in the 
name of excitement and love, two major splits in the 
congregation. 

More oa Singer lfhics 
0 Peter Singer, new professor of ethics at Prince

ton University, says in his book, Practical Ethics, 
some mind-boggling things, such as: 

To give preference to the life of a being simply 
because that being is a member of our species 
would put us in the same position as racists who 
give preference to those who are members of 
their race. 

It is speciesist to judge that the life of a normal 
adult member of our species is more valuable 
than the life of a normal adult mouse. 

For any fair comparison of morally relevant 
characteristics, like rationality, self conscious
ness, awareness, autonomy, pleasure and pain, 
and so on, the calf, the pig, and the much de-
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cried chicken come out well ahead of the fetus at 
any stage of pregnancy. 

For now it will be enough to say that until 
that capacity exists [capacity to feel pain], and 
abortion terminates an existence that is of no 
'intrinsic' value at all. 

Ethically indefensible behavior is not always 
irrational. 

late Word 
0 Restoration Forum XVI will be held at Wood

mont Hills in Nashville November 1-3, 1998. With 
Rubel Shelly engineering the program, it has every 
prospect of being as great a flop as Jubilee '98. Its 
probability of success is small and disappearing. The 
Forum is billed as "a continuing dialogue among 
Christian Churches and Churches of Christ for the 
purpose of promoting mutual understanding and 
unity." It has a 16-year history of producing stress 
and division. 

It is not a forum, which is a public meeting place 
for open discussion. It is a closed-door propaganda
mill for the ICC and an apology-platform for weak
kneed disciples who claim to have a loose affiliation 
with churches of Christ. 

PPmt~mzaat 

Fort Worth Lectures 
Brown Trail church of Christ 

Bedford, Texas 

January 10-13, 1999 

All are welcome/ 
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Schedule of Ledureships 
January 

Week 
3 Florida School of Preaching .......... Lakeland~ Florida 
3 Ft. Worth Lectures .......................... Ft. Worth~ Texas 

February 
1 Freed-Hardeman University ... Henderson~ Tennessee 
2 Shenandoah Lectureship ............. San Antonio~ Texas 
3 Cleburne, Texas Forum 
4 North Texas Firm Foundation Lectures 

...........••....•••.•...•••••••.••••..•••••••.•..••..•.•••.•• Talco~ Texas 
March 

1 El Paso Lectures ................................. El Paso~ Texas 
1 East Tennessee School of Preaching 

...•••..••...•..••......••..•..••••.......•....•• Knoxville~ Tennessee 
2 Faulkner University Lectures 

•....•....•••.•••••••...••••••••.••..••.•••.. Montgomery~ Alabama 
3 Southwest Arkansas Lectures ..••.. Camden~ Arkansas 
4 Memphis School of Preaching ... Memphis~ Tennessee 

April 
1 Northeast Oklahoma Lectures ............•............•....•.. 

..••••.•••••••••..•..•••••••••••.••.•••.••••••••.• Sapulpa~ Oklahoma 
2 Southwest Bible Lectures ..................... Austin~ Texas 
3 Dyersburg, Tennessee Lectures 
4 Midwestern School of Preaching 

................................................. Sugar Creek~ Missouri 
4 Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foundation 

Lectureship •........................ Pottstown~ Pennsylvania 
4 Madisonville Bible Lectureship 

••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••...••••• Madisonville~ Kentucky 
4 East Texas Lectures .............•............ Marshall~ Texas 

May 
1 Tennesseess Bible College Lectureship 

.••. ..••• .••••••...• ••••... .•••... .•••••••••••• Cookeville~ Tennessee 
1 Northwest Firm Foundation Lectureship 

..........•••.••...•••.••.•.••...•.••••••••••••...••.•••.•• Jerome~ Idaho 
1 Visalia Firm Foundation West Coast Lectures 

.•••...•.•..•..•.•...••.•••..•••.••••••..•..••••••••• Visalia~ California 
1 Gulf Coast Lectures .......................... Portland~ Texas 
2 Metroplex Firm Foundation Lee • 

. • • • •. . • • • • . • . • • • • . • . • . • • • . . . . . . • • •• . •• • • • • . . . • • • • . . . . • . . Red Oak~ Texas 
2 Virginia Bible Lectureship 

. • • •• . • • . • . . . • . • • . . • • • • . . . • . • • • •• • . • • • • . . . • • Christiansburg, Virginia 
3 Truth in Love Lectures ..........••..... Pulaski~ Tennessee 
4 Taylor Lectureship ............................... Taylor, Texas 

June 
1 Western Ohio Valley Firm Foundation Lectures 

.•..•....•••.•••••.•..••••..•..••.....••..••.•••.....•...•• Dayton~ Ohio 
1 Bellview Lectures ......................... Pensacola~ Florida 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mt. Juliet~ Tennessee 
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July 
Week 
2 Central Texas Lectureship •.••.•..........• Burnet~ Texas 
2 NW Arkansas Lectureship ••••••••• Harrison, Arkansas 
3 Ark-La-Miss Lectures •...••......... Bastrop~ Louisia1111 
3 Western Kentucky Lectureship ••• Paducah, Kentucky 
4 Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship 

•.••••••••••..•••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••• Lexington, Kentueky 
4 Seek Old Paths ........................ Corinth~ Mississippi 
4 South Texas Summer Lectureship ••••• Beeville, Texas 
4 NW Tennessee Bible Lectures ......... Paris~ Tennessee 

August 
1 Greater Kanawha Valley Lectureship 

.•.••••••.•. .••••.•••••••••• ............. St. Albans, West Virginia 
1 Northwest Tennessee Lectures ......•• Paris~ Tennessee 
1 Smoky Mountain Firm Foundation Lectureship 

· •••...•.•••.••••.••.••••.•.•.•••••••••••••..•• Sevierville, Tennessee 
2 Power Lectureship .••••••••••..•• Southaven, Mississippi 
3 Michigan Firm Foundation Lectureship 

. ..•.•...•••.••••...•••••••••••••••••••••.•• Garden City, Michigan 
3 Southeast Missouri Lectureship 

•.••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Farmington~ Missouri 

September 
3 Firm Foundation Lectureship 

.•.••..•••...••..•..••...••••••••.••••..•• Chattanooga~ Tennessee 
3 Central Okla. Lectureship ••••••• McLoud, Oklahoma 
4 4-State Lectureship •••.•.•••••••.•••••••••. Redwater, Texas 
4 Mid-West Lectures •.••.....••.•• Independence, Missouri 
4 Upper Ohio Valley Lectureship • Steubenville, Ohio 

October 
1 Northern New England Lectureship 

........................ •• •• •••••••••••••• Tilton, New Hampshire 
2 Southside Lectureship •••••••••••••••••..•• Lubbock, Texas 
2 Palmetto Biblical Studies •••.•• Greer, South Carolina 
3 Great Smoky Mountain Lectureship 

• . . •• •• . • • • . • •• • • • • • . . • ••••• ••• •• • •••• •• • • •• • Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
3 Nevada Firm Foundation Lectureship 

. ..•.•.. ................................. ••• .••••• Las Vegas, Nevada 
3 Spiritual Sword Lectureship ••.• Memphis, Tennessee 
4 West Virginia School of Preaching Lectureship 

••.•.....••...•••..•..•••••••••••••••• Moundsville, West Virginia 

Nove111ber 
1 Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

•. ..•••.••.•.•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• Mechanicsville, Virginia 
1 Eastside Lectureship ••...•.•...•• Muskogee, Oklahoma 
1 Greater Murfreesboro Area Lectureship 

••..•..••....•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• Murfreesboro, Tennessee 
2 Annual Denton Lectures •••.••.••••••••.••. Denton~ Texas 
3 Spring Valley Lectureship •.•..•• Tuscumbia, Alabama 
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-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Aiaska
Anchorage-78oo Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. ContactWm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L Laux (907) 243-10P?; ~coc@juno.com 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-49ih •• 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 ••••• 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (870) 932-1643. 
Sun. 9,10 a.m., S p.m. CST, 6 p.m. DST, Wed. 7 
p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. ••••• 
Seal Beach -Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10,11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

••••• 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted Parks. Come worship with us. 

Visalia - West Visal•i; ·church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
~ Home of Greater VISalia Finn 
Fotmdation Lectureship 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of J.t~'!~! of THE Faith. 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 ..... 
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. •. • •. 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. ..... 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 

Lake City- Lake clcy• Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south!»! J-?} off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 ..... 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Orange Park- Lake;id; Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 ..... 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). ..... 
Orlando-Winter Park -South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tonr.'!!l!iams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) ..... 
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m~ 9!~~ Stilwell, minister • 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 P.·~; J!·1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 milesw. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest Lecture· 
ship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bronson Ostic, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 Middle· 
belt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 off., 261· 
4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exitto Middlebelt Rd 
(6 mi.), rt. 2 biles. http://www.garden-city-coc.org 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 7~~-.1J.84, 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven - Southa~;,; Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington - Sunny• vi;w Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108thSt.,68164. (402) 498-8397.Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30,10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293· 
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Finn Fotnulation Lectureship. 
Dayton - Overlook ·ch~rch of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252·9444. 
Fairborn, near Day~~; • ;nd Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403_. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. • • • • • 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun
dlltion Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOt McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun-
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. ..... 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. ..... 
Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. ..... 
Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway~ Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. ..... 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
"The Word of Life," KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:06-
7:30a.m. ..... 
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web. wt.netl-dgal 
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Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30,10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central Texas Lectureship ..... 
Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. 105 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! ..... 
Denton-Pearl Street Church of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201. (817)387-353l.Sun9, 10a.m.,6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://~~e~arlstreet.org 

Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. ..... 
Huntsville- 1380 Fish Hatchery Rd., Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 o.m. (409) 438-8202 

••••• 
Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. • • • •• 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

••••• 
Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Lubbock - Southside Church of Christ, 8501 
Quaker. (806) 794-5008. Sun. 9, 9:55 a.m., S 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Sun. worship aired live at 
10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790 AM radio. Tommy J. 
Hicks, Gordon Brewer, preachers. 

Redwater- Church ~f Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher • 

. " ..... 
Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk 8c Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(817)491-2388 ..... 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, pr~cher. 

••••• 
San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

• •••• 
Schertz- Church of Christ, 501 Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Bristol- East Bristol Church of Christ, 340 Bon
ham Rd., 24203.1 mile offl-81 atexit7. Sun.10, 
11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Clifford Newell Jr., 
min. (H) (540) 466-0950, (0) (540) 669-6221 • 

••••• Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Hampton - Hampt~~ • Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803 • 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc: -Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 .. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040 • 

••••• 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

Bible lnfonet 
http://WWW.blble-lnfonet.orsJ 

Bible Study Workbooks of Merit 

• Pearls from Proverbs I, II 

• The Plan of Redemption I, II 

• Outstanding Characters 
of the Old Testament I, II 

• Outstanding Characters 
of the New Testament I, II 

by J. A. McNutt 
• Great Events of the Old Testament 

• Great Events of the New Testament 

• Great Chapters of the New Testament 

• Father, the Head of the House 

• Let's Go Visiting (revised) 

• Soul-searching Questions 
• Counsel for Christian Youth I, II of the New Testament 

13 lessons In each workbook • 3 months courses • $1.50 each 

Mao's PuhUcatious 
4215 Catalpa Hill Dr. • Bartlett, TN 38135 • Phone {901) 372-9299 Fax 

macs1 publ@aol.com 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77 430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be received 
6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Full-time pulpit minister needed. Mature age, good 
leadership qualities, personal work experience in 
church and community, active with young people. 
Church of Christ, 4000 48th St., Moline, IL 61265. 
Members 100+, no elders. Contact Dave Kirchner 
(309) 787-2478; Doug Shackleford (309) 786-
8718; jfshack@aol.com; office (309) 797-5433. 

For Sale 
Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Preachers Wanted 
Northeast Oklahoma congregation of 330 members 
has immediate need for experienced, Bible-centered 
man to work with active parent group in well
established youth program. Will coordinate 
education program. Approx. age 30-40 years. Prefer 
married man. Send r~sum~ to Central Church of 
Christ, 319 E. Blue Starr Dr., Claremore, OK 
74017. (918) 341·0531; 341·6804 (elder). 

Grass Valley Church of Christ is searching a young Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
preacher. Send r~sum~ to 670 Whiting St., Grass For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
Valley, CA 95945, or call (530) 274-8225. 159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 

Education minister needed for congregation of 
approx. 500 members. Please send r&um~ to Elders, 
Southgate Church of Christ, 528 Country Club 
Rd., San Angelo, TX 76904. 

Small congregation (about 35 members) in north 
central Florida is looking for a preacher. Will supply 
modem 3-bedroom house plus utilities and small 
salary. Interlachen Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
1884, Interlachen, FL 32148. (904) 684-2824. 

Minister needed for well-established congregation 
of 100+ located at 1-57 and 1·70 South Central 
Dlinois. Duties include preaching, teaching, and 
visitation. Send r&um~ to Church of Christ, 1311 
S. 4th St., Effingham, IL 62401 (217) 342-3212. 

Sunset Church of Christ, Miami, FL seeks pulpit 
muuster: Requirements: Uncompromising 
commitment to biblical teachings; capable pulpit 
preaching; evangelistic; family man; people 
oriented; formal training for the ministry; minimum 
of 10 years preaching experience; cross-cultural 
experience desirable; salary range $55,000 to 
$70,000 depending on qualifications, background 
and experience. Congregation: Comprised of both 
English-speaking and Spanish-speaking members; 
Sunday morning attendance approximately 325 in 
English and 275 in Spanish worship; evangelistic· 
approaching 100 baptisms this year; goal of 1,000 
by year 2,000; mission oriented • mission teams to 
both Honduras and Jamaica this year; self
supponing Christian school offering grades from 
preschool 3 year olds through 9th grade. Excellent 
outreach for church; 6 elders with 140 years 
experience among them; ministry system led by 32 
deacons (English and Spanish). Physical plant: 
Seven-yr-old builC:ling located on 15 acres in the 
fastest growing area of Miami-Dade County (which 
has a population 2.3 million residents); land and 
building valued at over $5,000,000, debt-free; two 
city·blocb frontage on Sunset Drive, a major cast· 
west 4-lane divided thoroughfare; area considered 
among the most desirable areas within the county 
to live. Contact: Send r&um~, sermon tapes, and 
video interview tape to Wm. H. Peeples, 765 West 
76th Street, Hialeah, FL 33014. 

Minister wanted. Congregation of approx. 100 buy religious books and libraries. 
seeking experience, sound, mature evangelist. Salary 
provided. Send r~sum~ with references to: jesse 
Hight, Lantana Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2686, 
Crossville, TN 38557 

Sound, conservative, full-time minister desired for 
self-supponing congregation of about SO. Write to 
Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., 
Dayton, OH 45431. Attn. F. Fry or D. Hampton, 
or call (937) 233-0967 aher 3 p.m. 

Conservative congregation in So. Central Kentucky 
looking for full-time pulpit minister; use of KJV 
preferred. Call (502) 487-6606. 

Minister needed for well-established congregation 
of 100+ located at 1-57 and 1-70 South Central 
Illinois. Duties include preaching, teaching, and 
visitation. Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ, 1311 
S. 4th St., Effingham, IL 62401 (217) 342-3212. 

Congregation of 60+ with a pulpit and large 3· 
bedroom house to fill. Looking for a well· 
motivated, spiritually minded minister with family 
to join our family here in Aberdeen, W A. Send 
r&um~ and video or audio tape to Church of Christ, 
5121 Olympic Hwy., Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Associate minister needed: growing congregation 
of 250 needs a man to take a good education 
program and make it top-notch, also to take a 
good youth program and make it excellent. 
Experience necessary. Send r~sum~ to Eastside 
Church of Christ, 9030 NE Glisan, Portland, OR 
97220. 

Full-time sound, conservative minister wanted. 
Congregation est. for 35 yrs, ave. attendance 120, 
no elders. Supports missionaries and benevolent 
work, active youth group. Full support provided. 
Send r~sum~ to Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 30680; (770) 867-5511. 

Pulpit minister needed for congregation of 600+ 
in Texarkana, TX. Located off 1-30 between Dallas 
and Little Rock in a fast-growing community. The 
Walnut Street congregation is on the grow and on 
the go for God, committed to sound teaching and 
fulfilling the great commission. We are seeking an 
experienced and skilled pulpit preacher to join our 
ministers team with outreach and youth. Plans arc 
underway to completely relocate from downtown 
to a more rapidly growing section of the city. Send 
letters of application, r~sum~, tape, statement of 
ministry philosophy to Elders, P.O. Box 1075, 
Texarkana, TX 75504. For more information call 
(903) 793-6753. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Godhead (1998), 
The Two Covenants (1996) $15.00; Dangerous 
'Isms (1997) $14.50; The Major Prophets (1995), 
The Providence of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping Be 
handling on single book orders. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hel/1 (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translation (1995) - $21.75. 
Balanced Christianity: Maintaining Biblical Balance 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 
Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Pews for sale. 25, solid oak, padded seats; and 
pulpit furniture. (615) 449-6320. Lebanon, 1N. 

Miscellaneous 
Support needed: Needing full suppon to begin a 
new work in Wisconsin town of 20,000 people, 
presently no Christians there. I have preached for 
23 years, 11 years in Wisconsin. 1975 graduate of 
the Sunset School of Preaching. I would like to 
begin by next June or July. Contact Joe D. Mitchell, 
500 South Peach Ave., Marshfield, WI 54449. (715) 
389-1754. E-mail joe_mitchell@juno.com 

Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

New Address? 
Please notify us 

P.O. Box 69 
Damon. Texas 77430-0069 

jprophet@ republic. net 
1-888-367-6216 
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19981ndex 
Allmond, Hugo (deceased) 

Preaching to Reach People ................................................. July p. 8 
Bennett, Danny 

Perverting Worship ......................................................... May p. 15 
The Joy Before Him ....................................................... Aug. p. 13 

Brown, John M. 
Guard - Persuade - Change ..•.•.••••..•..•..••......•..........•••...••• Apr. p. 17 

Browne, Wade B. 
"Feelings": Should They Be a Source 

for Spiritual Guidance? ................................................. july p. 6 
Bugg, David 

Gangs: Blight of the 20th and 21st Century ..••..•..•••.••..• Dec. p. 10 
Why Children Are Adjudicated ...................................... Nov. p. 18 

Burger, Wayne 
The Indigenous Approach to Mission Work •.....•••••.•••... Dec. p. 15 

Chandler, Ron 
Heavy Stuff .•••.••..•.......••••.••••..........•••••.•••••..•......•••.•.•••••.•.• Aug. p. 1 

Chesser, Frank 
A Dying Breed ................................................................ June p. 21 
A Strange Thing ................................................................ May p. S 
Loneliness •••••.•••••..••••.•••••••••...•.•....•..••.•.•.••...•.••..••••••.•..••.. Apr. p. 10 
Rejecting God's Counsel .................................................. Nov. p. 6 

Choate, J. E. 
Changing God's Truth into a Lie .................................... Dec. p. 16 
Dead or Alive ................................................................. Sept. p. 10 
Deconstruction of the Churches of Christ ..................... Aug. p. 10 
Division's Ugly Head ......................................................... Feb. p. 7 
Fixing Blame for the Divisions Among Us ....•••..•.••......... jan. p. 15 
McGarvey's Ghost ••••..••••••......•.•..•....•••.••••.......•..•.••••••••.•.. May p. 7 
Division Is Here .............................................................. Nov. p. 10 

Cox, James D. 
New Elder •••••••••••••••...•••••••••••••••.••••..•.••.•.••••••••••••••••.•.•.... Aug. p. 20 
Mission Work ................................................................. Oct. p. 11 

Crouch, Leon 
The Creation •••...•....••••••••••••••..•..•..•••.....••.•••..••••..•••••....•.. Sept. p. 1 

CurtiJ,Burl 
Please Don't Insult Usl ••.............•.•••........•••.....•............••••• Apr. p. 1 

Dilbeck, Sam 
Christian Mercenaries? ................................................... Mar. P. 17 

Dobbs, H. A. (Buster) 
An Open Letter .................................................................. july p. 2 
Catering and Informing .................................................... Aug. p. 2 
Consubstantiality .............................................................. June p. 2 
dilirec:tUiy •••..••••.•.••.••••••••.•••••••..•...••.•.•...•.•..••.•....•••.••.••••...•• Feb. p. 2 
Fellowship •..••••••••.•••••••••........•.......•..•.•.•••••••...•..•••••••••••••••• Apr. p. 2 
Fellowship Revisited ......................................................... Dec. p. 2 
More on Postmodemism ................................................. Sept. p. 2 
Part-time Obedience ......................................................... Nov. p. 2 
Postmodernism •.•••••••••••••••.••••••.••••..•••....•.......................... May p. 2 
Strength And Wisdom ....................................................... Jan. p. 2 
Unspirituality ••••••••••••••••..•....•.•...•••..••••.••...........•......•...•.... Oct. p. 2 
Wonderful ••••••....••.•..••....•......................•••..••.•..........•.••••..• Mar. p. 2 

Doran,Adron 
Cane Ridge ••••.••••••...••••.••••...•.•.•..•.....•..••.••........•..........•... Feb. p. 17 
Christian Hope ••••••••••••.•••.•..•••..••••.........•....••.•..•............. june p. 18 
New Testament Christianity •••.••••••.•••.•..••...••••..•.•.•••.•••••• Oct. p. 12 

Duke, Kerry 
Luther Would Roll Over .................................................. Aug. p. 8 
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Rip Van Winkle 
By Bill Lockwood 

For more than twenty years, a great giant has 
been in a Rip Van Winkle slumber, unaware 
that the most enormous revolution in the his

tory of the world is being relentlessly waged around 
his bed of ease. This behemoth at rest identifies itself 
as the Christian community (broadly speaking) 
which has scorned public debate and examination, 
involvement in anything that the government 
touches for the cry to be free from politics. It has re
fused to inform itself on the fulminating theories 
that are mutating our society. The professing Chris
tian community has meticulously skedaddled from 
controversial and troublesome issues, revamped the 
body of Christ in conformity to psychotherapeutic 
wholeness centers, and has irritatingly itched for 
"positive" sermons while the smoke of a burning 
world ascends to heaven about her head. This holo
caust-conflict is a desperate struggle over values and 
ideas in the once free-est society since the dawn of 
man. And, while "confrontations do no good" is the 
sticky-sweet pabulum which has stuck in our gullet, 
the debates in the schoolrooms, the halls of Con
gress, the media, and the Supreme Court. Christian
ity is rapidly losing on the home front. The only pur
pose that the anti-controversy and anti-disputation 
folly has served is to absent us from the most crucial 
polemics our children will ever know. 

Many of the examples following are from james 
Dobson in Children at Risk, reviewed in the AFA 
Journal 1 (2-91): 

Humanism 
Humanism is not about being kind and humane to 
people or animals. It is currently the state religion of 
America. Secular Humanism teaches that nothing of 
a spiritual nature, such as God especially, exists, and 
that the concepts of eternity are "illusory and harm
ful." Ethics, therefore, stem solely from human need 
and interest. There is no authoritative revelation 
with which man must comply. The prime targets 
"devoted to destruction" by Humanism are the fam
ily and "the religion of America's past." 

Some Christians express disbelief that such could 
occur in the land ofthe free. So said the Jews of old. 
But, they are doing it and will continue their 
wretched campaign until every vestige of Christian
ity is smeared from "sea to shining sea." Humanism 
has already conquered the universities of America, 
the news media, the entertainment industry, the judi
cial system, federal bureaucracy, business, medicine, 
law, psychology, sociology, public schools, and the 
halls of Congress. Consider these alarming illustra
tions chosen at random: 

(1) On November 26, 1990, separation of 
church and state once more was obliterated as a 
Minneapolis Civil Rights Commission ruled that the 
Roman Catholic Church violated a municipal homo
sexual rights ordinance when it expelled the Minne
apolis chapter of the homo group, Dignity, from a 
church-owned facility. 30,000 dollars was paid to 
Dignity and the city for damages. As one professor 

(conthmed on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Worship 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Polluted worship produces a polluted 
church. Historically worship of God is 
often perverted. Israel bowed down be

fore the golden calf in about six weeks of the 
time Jehovah confirmed the covenant by an un
precedented and breathtaking demonstration of 
divine might. 

Idolatry has a strange fascination that prob
ably springs from its sensual emotionalism. The 
people worshipping the golden calf, the Bible 
says, were naked. 

It is monstrous that change agents, schooled in the magnetic 
appeal to restore pristine Christianity, should so soon pervert the 
simplicity and purity of worship. Yet, because it is happening we 
are required to revisit Bible teaching on what constitutes accept
able worship in the assembly. 

The community of believers as they come together in deep de
votion that focuses on God edifies the saints. Such worship is vital 
to the spiritual health and prosperity of the brotherhood. When 
assembly-worship is sound, the church is sound. Right assembly
worship demands right doctrine, and right teaching means wor
shipping in spirit and truth Gohn 4:24). 

It is therefore impossible to overstate the importance of assem
bly. The Lord commands his children to "consider one another to 
provoke unto love and good works; not forsaking our own assem
bling together . ... " (Heb. 10:24-25). To forsake the assembly is re
bellion. Private devotions are necessary for the individual's spiritual 
growth and maturity, but must not supplant the public worship of 
the assembled saints. "We gather together to seek the Lord's bless
ings." 

The New Testament frequently tells us about believers coming 
together to advance the fortunes of the church (See Acts 10:27; 
16:13; 1 Cor. 11:17, 33-34; 14:23,26; 20:7-8). The first disciples 
"continued stedfasdy with one accord in the temple" {Acts 2:46). 
While an individual can acceptably worship, the new covenant 
makes it plain there is strength in numbers and gathering with 
people of like precious faith both glorifies God and ennobles the 
worshipper (See 1 Cor 14:1-12). 

Correct public worship involves both attitude and action. The 
exercise must be from the spirit of man to the invisible Spirit-God. 
"God is a spirit" and must be approached in a reasonable and re
sponsible way. The acts of worship must flow from proper atti-



tudes, such as "reverence and awe" (Heb. 12:28), and "full assur
ance of faith" (Heb. 10:22). One Greek word, proskuneo (trans-
lated "worship" more than 60 times in the New Testament) means 

In This Issue 

"to kiss the hand toward one, in token of reverence, to fall upon Bill Lockwood 
the knees and touch the ground with the forehead as an expres
sion of profound reverence, to do homage or make obeisance." 

Rip Van Winlcle ............................... J 

Our attitude in worship must be like that of an ancient . 
prophet who, upon being given a vision of the incredible bright- H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
ness of God, cried from a smitten heart, "Woe is me! for I am un- Editorial: 
done; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst Wo..Ship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ....... 2 

of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, Je-
hovah of hosts." This is proskuneo - a falling down and involves · Guy N. Woods, deceased 
attitude more than action. More Thoughts on Worship •••••••••••• 5 
' We look with eyes of faith upon the jasper, the sardius, and the 
overarching emerald rainbow that represents an invisible God, 

d fi 1 fall Mark K. Lewis an gurative y down before him who sits upon the throne. A . The Centurion, Hitler, 
right attitude toward God will produce right acts of worship. In and tfte Holy Spirit .......................... 7 
the assembly of the saints, the worship involves five acts that are '· . 
motivated by an attitude of fear and trembling. If the attitude is 
right we would not dare lay before the Eternal One a blemished Jerry Moffitt 
offering. We walk his courts with bare, hushed feet. ·Figurative Language 

Before advancing to a consideration of the five acts of formal, in ~c:ripture ·~····················· .. ·······•.•• .. 8 
public worship, we will briefly consider the day of assembly. We 
have noted that the saints in the beginning of the gospel gathered Hugo McCord 
daily at the temple to continue in the apostles' doctrine and fel- Apostles and Prophets Today? ••••• J 0 
lowship. Still, there is a special day of worship and, while daily as-
sembly is permitted, coming together on a particular day is man- · Frank Chuser 
datory for the saints. When we see this day approaching, we ex- · · · · 
hort each other the more urgently not to forsake its assembly. It is Broken Cisterns ............................ 1 1 

the Lord's day. 
The first day of the week is special. It is preeminently the day 

upon which the redeemed of earth assemble to prostrate them-
. selves before the Almighty, rejoice and be glad. "All hail the power 
of Jesus name, let angels prostrate fall; bring forth the royal dia
dem and crown him Lord of all." 

E. Claude Gardner 
Missionary Page 
The Kingdom 
in the United Kingdom .................. J 2 

. · Jesus arose from the dead on Sunday (Luke 24:1, 13,21,46). ]. E. Choate . 
By his resurrection, Jesus was declared the Son of God "with Summit to Forum (J 984-J.?98) ..... J 7 
power, according to the spirit of holiness." Pentecost was on the 
first day of the week, which was the day Jesus sent upon the 

h h h Tim Nichols 
. aposdes the promise he had received from the Fat er, w ic great The Futility of Communication 

Power brought the church into existence (Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8; • h s &· • • 20 Wit U 1ediVISfS •••••••••••••••••-..••••••• . 
2: 1-4,33). A New Testament example shows this was the day 
when the church gathered to eat the sacred meal (Acts 20: 7). The 
superior weight of the evidence and the voice of history combine Jerry C. Brewer . 
to force the conclusion that believers from the beginning of the The Sword of the Spirit .............. _ ••• 2J 

church regarded Sunday as the special day for assembly. 
The New Covenant authorizes five specific acts as worship on Potpourri ........................................... 22 

the prescribed assembly day. The centerpiece of Christian worship 
is the Lord's Supper. The communion involves the whole of the 
local church. "The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a com- Guy N. Woods, deceased 
munion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not Q&A ···········•···········•········· .. ···~·~······2·7 



a communion of the body of Christ? seeing that we, 
who are many, are one bread, one body: for we all 
partake of the one bread" (1 Cor. 10:16-17). It is 
obvious that all of the members of the body in a given 
locale gathered to break the bread and thereby con
fess their identity as members of Christ and members 
one of another. The Lord's Supper is a declaration of 
partnership - partnership with Jehovah, with Jesus, 
with the Holy Spirit, and with each other. In its nature 
communion requires a group. There may be excep
tions, but we must deal with rules. Should a person 
fmd himself isolated and unable to eat the holy feast 
with others, he may still break the bread and drink the 
cup, but this exception proves the rule. That is- it is, 
after all, an exception. It would be a manifest viola
tion of good sense and Bible teaching to attempt to 
rationalize private taking of the communion apart 
from the group. Since it requires a group, the Lord's 
Supper is a feature of first day of the week assembly. 
It is a simple act but a solemn moment. It speaks of re
deeming blood, resurrection victory, a mighty inter
cession, and a promised return to judgment and salva
tion. 

Jesus, as God, could have built any kind of memo
rial he might decide on. It could have been a Taj 
Mahal or a rainbow. He selected instead a piece of 
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unleavened bread and the juice of the grape. It was 
within the reach of all- even the most humble- and 
may be observed in every place. The continuance of 
the practice from the· first century until now is an 
unanswerable argument proving resurrection, ascen
sion, and present rule. It confirms the Christian's 
faith. 

The New Testament repeatedly calls for singing 
in making music to the glory of God (Eph. 5:18-19; 
Col. 3:16-17; 1 Cor 14:15). Once again, this is 
something that every worshipper may do and is told 
to perform. There may be exceptions as in the case 
of a deaf-mute, but that establishes the rule. You can
not have an exception if you do not have a rule. It is 
the unanimous opinion of every expert who has ever 
studied the music of the church that the first-century 
church did not use instruments of music. They sang 
in offering a sacrifice of musical praise to God in 
public worship. Saints sang one to another. The sing
ing involves each disciple in assembly and helps to 
bind the group in unison and union. Singing to
gether bonds us in a nurturing relationship. When a 
Christian offers a song of praise to God, whether in 
assembly or in a private setting, it must be in the pre
scribed way (without instrumental accompaniment) 
just as inner chamber prayer must be offered accord
ing to Bible instructions. 

Giving a portion of our material wealth to God 
is another act of Sunday assembly-worship (1 Cor. 
16:1-2). Every preacher knows that there is a great 
volume of teaching in the Bible about taking a part 
of what our hands and minds have earned and giving 
it back to God. It should involve every worshipper 
- "Upon the first day of the week let each one of 
you lay by him in store., The command applies not 
to some of you, but to each one of you. It is a mo
ment of jubilant exaltation- of unbounded enthusi
asm and joy - a happy time because mere mortals 
are joined with immortals in heavenly aims. It pulls 
the disciples together as joint participants in the di
vine purpose. 

In the Sunday assembly of the people of God, 
there is prayer. "What is it then? I will pray with the 
spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I 
will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the un
derstanding also. Else if thou bless with the spirit, 
how shall he that filleth the place of the unlearned 
say the Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he 
knoweth not what thou sayest?" (1 Cor. 14:15-16). 
Someone leads and the congregation listens and en
dorses the supplication, thanksgiving, and requests. 



Public prayer in the worship of the church is not a 
time for someone to talk to God about his private 
concerns, but is a time to express the needs and ear
nest desires of the entire group. Worshippers are not 
eavesdropping, but join in laying before the face of 
God the gratitude and the deep needs of the congre
gation. It is not "just a little talk with Jesus" but is a 
solemn supplication to a superior authority. It is ap
preciative entreaty. It is thanksgiving for blessings re
ceived and a request for blessings needed. It should 
exalt God and appeal to man's noblest desires. It is 
not playtime, but is worship. 

Preaching is an element of the solemn assembly 
of the redeemed. It is vital because it provides spiri
tual sustenance. It is not to aggrandize the speaker 
but to edify the saints. If preaching (Paul calls it 
prophesying) does not benefit and strengthen the 
people it is a terrible waste and perverts the purpose 
of public teaching. Its design is to feed the soul and 
make the believer grow. 

But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men edi
fication, and exhortation, and consolation •••• So 
also ye, unless ye utter by the tongue speech easy 
to be understood, how shall it be known what is 
spoken? for ye will be speaking into the air ... 
seek that ye may abound unto the edifying of 
the church •••• I had rather speak five words with 
my understanding, that I might instruct others 
also, than ten thousand words in a tongue. . •. 
Let all things be done unto edifying (1 Cor. 
14:3, 9, 12, 19, 26). 

The fust day of the week assembly is not a game, 
a play, a circus. We do not gather to amuse ourselves 
but to adore God and in the process draw nearer to 
the Creator and our fellow servants. It is serious and 
demands sincerity. To make public worship a joke is 
an unholy abuse. To make such devotion a time for 
drawing attention to self is shockingly hideous and 
will destroy the beauty and purity of the church. 
Childlike antics parading under the guise of worship, 
like all monkey business, impeaches itself. May sanc
tified common sense informed by biblical teaching 
deliver us from the shenanigans of the change agents. 

Sunday assembly worship is not the beginning 
and end of devotion and adoration, but it is out
standingly pure religion and the springboard for ac
ceptable service. 

Worthy art thou, our Lord and our God, to re
ceive the glory and the honor and the power: 
for thou didst create all things, and because of 
thy will they were, and were created. 
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More Thoughts 
on Worship 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: "Is it inappropriate to sing while par
taking of the Lord,s Supper?,, 

Answer: Yes. It is not only inappropriate, it is 
wrong! Observance of the Lord's Supper, and 

singing are two separate and distinct acts of worship, 
involving very different, physical, mental and spiri
tual participation. There are four things we must do 
in order properly to partake of the Supper. We are to 
look (1) inward; (2) outward; (3) backward; and (4) 
forward in its observance. (1) We are to "examine" 
ourselves (1 Cor. 11 :28), in the act of observance; 
(2) we "proclaim" (ASV) "the Lord's death," by our 
participation (1 Cor. 11:26), (3) we remember the 
events of Calvary (1 Cor. 11:25), and (4) we keep 
alive, in our hearts, and before others, his eventual 
return (1 Cor. 11:26). 

We who sing "with the spirit and with the under
standing," as all must do to praise God acceptably, 
must (1) give attention to the lyrics as much so as if 
we were actually composing them at the moment in 
praise to God; and (2) we must follow the music to 
which the lyrics are set to properly sing in unison 
with others. Neither act- singing, or partaking of 
the Lord's Supper- can be properly engaged in 
while attempting the other. Only those who partake 
mechanically and ritualistically of the Supper would 
want to attempt singing in connection with it, and 
theri only to create some emotional situation which 
escapes them in the proper observance of the Sup
per. The practice is without apostolic precedent and 
wholly unacceptable to those who are content with 
the New Testament order. 
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Rip Van Winkle 
(continued from page 1) 

from The Master's Seminary in Sun Valley, Calif., 
put it: "[E]vangelicals may be gaining political and 
numerical victories" here and there, "but they are 
losing the war of morality" (AFA 2-91, p. 4). Are we 
prepared for the State to control the facilities of the 
churches of Christ? 

(2) In a 1980 California Court case it was ruled 
that a mother must have an abortion if medical sci
ence indicates that the child will be born with a seri
ous birth defect. Failure to do so will allow the child 
to sue the parents for damages in succeeding years 
(AFA, 2-91, p. 15). . 

(3) The American Bar Assoc., representmg 
335 807 attorneys, is not only staging seminars to 
su~est methods of litigating against religious insti
tutions but is demanding the licensing of parents by 
the sta;e. A failure to be licensed would require the 
children to be put up for adoption. 

(4) The IRS declared in 1985 that if a child is 
intentionally aborted but manages to survive for two 
or more days before dying, he can be declared as a 
dependent by the parents. Dobso? c?mments: "Fo~
low the logic now. The unborn child 1s aborted at his 
parents' request, but they are not charged ~th as
sault because he isn't deemed to be human tn the 
eyes of the law. But if he lives at least 2 days, he be
comes a dependent for tax purposes because he is a 
child. But if he dies a few hours later, his killers will 
not be charged with murder because he isn't a child" 
(Ibid.). 

(5) The ACLU, founded in 1920 by a coterie of 
self-admitted communists such as William Z. Foster, 
has been aggressively seeking to corrode the moral 
fabric of our world ever since. Against school prayer, 
restrictions against abortion, capital punishment, 
and for the mandatory financing of secular human
ism by the public, the ACLU annually spends over 25 
million dollars to defeat religion and the family. 
Mr. Barry Lynn, an ACLU representative, appealed 
to the Attorney General's Commission on Pornogra
phy that law in any way should not prohibit the 
sale and distribution of child pornography. Hence, 
if your child is video taped during molestation by 
thugs, the ACLU demands the allowance of public 
distribution of the video for the benefit of the profi
teers. 
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( 6) It was determined several years ago that a 
young girl, 13 or 14 years old, could be legally tr~
ported to an abortionist clinic where the surgtcal 
procedure will be performed without parental 
knowledge. Not only will her parents be barred 
from hindering the procedure, but they will not have 
the RIGHT to be informed in retrospect. These are 
the liberties the ACLU stand for. 

Will We Be Heard? 
When political hearings in Congress are conducted 
on the issues in the future, the ACLU will be there, 
the National Organization for Women will be 
squealing from the balcony, the Gay rights' activists 
will be heard, the National Abortion Rights' Action 
League and Norman Lear's People for the American 
Way will station their lieutenants for high visibility. 
But our voice, generally speaking, has been muted 
and we have been napping on hammocks of inertia. 
Instead, James Dobson observes, "We are taking care 
of business back home in Indiana, or Texas, or Penn
sylvania. Chances are 'we' won't even know the is
sues are being discussed unless some lonely crier 
spreads the word. Even if information has been dis
seminated, conservative activists typically come in 
late and leave early. They have more important 
things to do" (p. 17). 

"Oh, the way to change the world is just to work 
at home converting people" we excuse ourselves 
while catching some two hours per day of Tv, read
ing the funnies, and ignoring our Bible studies. Well, 
perhaps that religious Rip will awaken one day, but I 
fear he will be to.o old and decrepid to break the 
shackles with which he will be bound. We will then 
discover that the educational system has been impe
riously implanting Humanism in the child's mind 
from Kindergarten upward and we have slept too 
long to know what Humanism even is, anyway. We 
will find a world wherein the State mandates that 
women be in leadership capacities and homosexuals 
be granted full privileges of citizenship. These sinis
ter monuments to hell have already been erected in 
principle and more are being hoisted as I write. Will 
Rip be aroused? 
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The Centurion, Hitler, 
and the Holy Spirit 

By Mark K. Lewis 

When one reads Matthew 8:5-13, he is left 
with the distinct impression that a Roman 
centurion came directly to Jesus to be

seech the Lord on behalf of his infirm servant. How
ever, Matthew's account is abbreviated; from Luke 
we learn that the centurion himself did not approach 
Jesus but sent "elders of the Jews to Him" (Luke 
7:3). Is there a contradiction between the two ac
counts? Of course not. Matthew is entirely correct 
- the centurion came to Jesus, but he did so by 
means of the ambassage of Jewish elders. This is 
proper language and used all the time in everyday 
discourse. Yet there are apparently some that do not 
realize the commonality of such language. 

To give a further example: A few months ago I was 
watching a program about World War II on The His
tory Channel. During the course of the program, the 
narrator intoned (and this is an exact quote): "On 
September 1, 1939, Hider invaded Poland." My im
mediate reaction (tongue-in-cheek) was "By him
self?" A chuckle. Of course Hider did not invade Po
land by himself; he did so by means of a huge, power
ful army. And surely no one who watched the pro
gram and heard what the narrator said understood 
any differently. Hitler was the monster behind the 
invasion, but he certainly did not do it himself; and 
yet, the narrator said, "Hitler did it." Again, common 
language. 

Another illustration: Back in 1986, headlines 
read, "Reagan bombs Libya!" I was working in En
gland at the time, and the morning following the 
bombing, my co-worker in the Lord, Ken Chumbley 
(never knowing his language would be retained and 
wielded for my own purposes) phoned me and asked, 
"Have you heard what your war-mongering President 
did last night?" Ah! Reagan bombed Libya, my war
mongering President did something. Yet, Ronald 
Reagan, to my knowledge, has never come anywhere 
near Libya and certainly wasn't personally in any of 
the planes that devastated Moammar Ghadafi's 
homeland. Yet it was in all ways proper, not an abuse 
of the language, to say that Reagan did it, just as it is 

proper to say that Hitler invaded Poland, and the cen
turion came to Jesus. 

Why then is this a difficult principle to learn 
when speaking of the work of the Holy Spirit? Too 
many, when they find a verse that says the Spirit does 
thus and so, immediately assume he must do it di
rectly, with no intervening agency. Yet the Bible tells 
us that the Word of God is the "sword of the Spirit" 
(Eph. 6: 17), and is sufficient for our spiritual needs 
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). No faithful Christian has ever 
questioned the Spirit's work in redemption; we only 
deny he works directly, separate and apart from the 
Word of God. One is indeed "born of the Spirit" 
ijohn 3:5), just as surely as "Hider invaded Poland"; 
but the agency of the Spirit's begettal is the Word of 
God (1 Pet. 1:23; 1 Cor. 4:15), just as surely as the 
German Fuhrer used his army and did not directly, 
himself, enter Poland with a gun. And this principle, 
concerning the Holy Spirit, is true regarding all of 
his work; otherwise, Paul spoke an untruth when he 
said that the scriptures can make us "complete" and 
"thoroughly [equip us] for every good work" (2 
Tim. 3:16-17). The scriptures are the Spirit's device, 
his medium, his means of producing such effects in 
humans, just as Hitler's army was his device, me
dium, and means of invading Poland. American 
fighter planes were President Reagan's device, me
dium, and means of bombing Libya, and "the elders 
of the Jews" were the device, medium, and means of 
the centurion approaching the Lord. Such is simply a 
common usage in any language. 

Let us fear not to say, "The Holy Spirit does such 
and such (i.e., begets, leads, strengthens, indwells)," 
but let us equally remember that he has a means by 
which he accomplishes his work, the Holy Bible. 
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Figurative Language in Scripture 
By Jerry Moffitt 

We want to understand the work of the 
Holy Spirit as he attempts, based on our 
cooperation, to influence our minds with 

inspired scripture. To receive that influence and to 
understand the Bible we need to give attention to 
figurative language. A problem can develop and 
cause concern if we take figurative language literally, 
or vice versa. First things first. 

Is Figurative Language Important? 
Some have thought that God made us literal-language 
users, and that man adapted that skill to poetical and 
figurative uses. I doubt that. It seems the beginnings of 
language itself are also figurative. At least the human 
ability to communicate from the earliest parts of the 
Bible seem to be taught to man or given to man in figu
rative and in non-literal language. It seems to me God 
created the mind, thought processes, and language to 
function well in a milieu of figures, which some call 
poetic thinking. God made our cognitive and lan
guage skills able to see his mind through the quick 
changing figures, resemblances, metaphors, and other 
ways of changing reality around to communicate. I 
cannot see how literal language could much come 
about today unless one created words out of a vacuum 
instead of by relationships with other words or other 
things. For example, Did God create a word for 
"heaven," or "earth," or even "Adam" or "Eve" arbi
trarily, void of meaning? Or did God pick words and 
also teach them which had meaning attached to them? 
Are they words of the Holy Spirit which "figure" 
something else? Heaven means something "lofty" 
(Gen. 1: 1). Firmament means "something pounded" 
or an expanse "hammered out," as sheets of metal 
(Gen. 1 :6). Words are not merely base sounds or arbi
trary spellings. They have meaning. Adam is a word 
for "a human being." Yet, it is from a word that means, 
"ruddy," "red," "rosy," in the sense of "showing 
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blood," or to look "flushed." And when the man 
Adam named Eve he seemed to have the innate ability 
to give her a name with meaning, i.e., Eve or "Life." 
She would be the mother of all living (Gen. 3 :20). So, 
Abel means "breath"; Cain, "got"; Korah, "ice," or 
"bold"; Nod, "wandering"; Nimrod, "rebel"; and so 
forth. 

Thoughts on Figurative Language 
First, when poets or politicians, writers or pundants 
use figurative language well and produce new in
sights, we usually credit them with high intellectual 
gifts. Thus Adam may have, with creative genius, 
named all the animals of the world (Gen. 2:19). Yet 
the most ordinary of us all use figurative language and 
schemes of thought. We see it in all language, every 
day. Figures of speech litter our writing and speech. 
The Bible, and the Spirit behind all truth, speak lav
ishly in figures or tropes. Such is not deviant language, 
nor is it merely colorful or ornamental. It is the ordi
nary way we think it seems to me. It seems to underlie 
the way we reason. We talk of "swimming toward a 
sinking ship," or "committing Hari-cari with chop
sticks." We thus convey the idea of foolishness, blind
ness, pain inflicted on ourselves with difficulty. 

Two, many of our difficult concepts such as love, 
devotion, and duty are best expressed in scripture 
and ordinary language in figures. 

It has recently been advanced in fields of cogni
tive linguistics, philosophy, anthropology, and psy
chology that much of our language is metaphorically 
structured. Not only that, much of our cognition sys
tem is as well. We conceptualize even our everyday 
experiences in figurative terms. How? And, how is 
such language expressed in the Bible? Metaphor, me
tonymy, irony, oxymoron, and so on express such 
language. 

Americans say, "He is pure as a scrubbed angel." 
Or we hear, "I'm as low as a snake in a wagon 
track." Those expressions are nothing but similes. 
"You are starved for affection" is a metaphor. We try, 
especially, to express rarefied, complex, or abstract 
ideas in terms that are more familiar and more 
graphic. One says a "shark is an ancient eating ma
chine." Again, that is a metaphor. Another group of 



figures are "flip your lid," "hit the ceiling," "cool 
your heels," "nurse your wrath," and such. Such cre
ative language expresses thought even more effec
tively than drab literalness. So: 

What Do We Find in Scripture? 
0 Hyperbole (exaggerated language) 

•"cities walled up to heaven" (Deut. 9: 1). 
0 "sling stones at a hair and not miss" a ude 

20:16). 
•"Behold, the world is gone after him" Qohn 

12:19). 
0 Metonymy (change of noun) 

• "Quench not the Spirit" (gifts) (1 Thess. 5: 19). 
• "Ye do always resist the Holy Spirit" (actually, 

his testimony, Acts 7:51). 
• "Not of the letter but of the spirit" (Surely, the 

Spirit's covenant, 2 Cor. 3:6). 
0 Synecdoche (transfer) 

• '~l the cattle of Egypt died" (All transferred for 
greater part, Ex. 9:6). 

• "Without me you can do nothing" (at least 
nothing good, John 15:5). 

• "Spoken by the prophets" (Actually, a certain 
prophet, John 6:45; Mark 1:2; Acts 7:42, etc). 
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Everywhere we look in scripture, there seems to 
be a fair and honest connection between figurative 
language and doctrinal thought. Wherever we look, 
there seems to be a constant linking of figurative 
thought and the ordinary use of language. 

Why Figurative Language? 
In figurative language it seems we use one well
understood aspect of something to stand for a less 
understood aspect of it. We can grasp the connection 
through our God-given ability to think metony
mically. By the familiar we lead our thoughts into 
not only understanding, but also into deeper appre
ciation. It is often shorter, or more comprehensive, 
or sharper. So we say, "The elder shall serve the 
younger" (Gen. 25:23 ), or the White House and 
Moscow are negotiating. Such language is every
where. And, we notice God did not give man a com
puter language or a mathematical language. 

Two, it seems we use figurative language because 
language is not independent of mind, and God cre
ated our mind with imagination and ability to under
stand figures of speech. Figurative language is the 
way we think and reason. There is a structure of the 
mind to generate meaning in poetic processes, better 
comprehended due to contexts. There are other rea
sons for its use. 

Three, we use language in a tropical sense rather 
than a "primary" sense due to a scarcity or poverty 
of words. It is just impossible to have a separate 
word for every new idea. Multiplying words would 
be ad infinitum. Less burden is put on our memories 
when we appropriate words for new uses. Words be
come multipurpose-tools to force the understanding. 
So a trope (from tropos) means a "turn" of language. 
A word is turned into a new use. One may say, 
"Have you devoured the whole Bible?" 

Four, a turn of words can be pleasant, or memo
rable to the human mind. So the Word of God is a 
hammer, a fire Qer. 23:29). They will be clothed in 
garments of vengeance (lsa. 59:17). Or, Israel can be 
like a drunk man "staggering in his vomit" (Isa. 
19:14). 

Five, along that line, turns in language and usage 
are more vivid. They arrest attention, and stir up 
thought and meditation. The Bible is in 
three-dimension, technicolor, and stereo. I believe 
figurative language is another indication of God's 
h:~vij~OO, care, his yearning to do all possible to make 
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Apostles and Prophets Today? 
By Hugo McCord 

When a Christian lady was asked, "Of what 
denomination are you a member?" she re
plied, "Of none - I am simply a member 

of the New Testament church, which was not, and is 
not a denomination." Her questioner said, "The New 
Testament church had apostles. Do you have apostles 
in your church? The New Testament church had 
prophets. Do you have prophesyings in your church?" 

The gentleman's questions show that he is a Bible 
reader. Indeed, the New Testament church had both 
"apostles and prophets" (Eph. 2:20; 3:5; 2 Peter 3:2), 
and also miracles: "God set some in the church, first 
apostles, secondly prophets, then miracles" (1 Cor. 
12:28; cf. Mark 16:17 -18), even the miracle of raising 
Dorcas from the dead (Acts 9:36-43). 

The apostles were "baptized in the Holy Spirit" 
(Acts 1:5) and received "power" (Luke 24:49; Acts 
1:8) to make some people "prophets" (as Mark 
Luke, Jesus' half-brothers James and Jude) and 
prophetesses (as Philip's four daughters, Acts 21:9) 
"through the laying on of the apostles' hands" (Acts 
8:18; Rom. 1:11; 2 Tim. 1:6). 

Though the apostles and prophets (male and fe
male) are all dead, and in God's plan had no succes
sors, practically speaking, both the apostles and the 
prophets are still with us in 27 written documents 
to which not a word is to be added, nor from which 
a word is to be subtracted (1 Cor. 4:6, ASV, Rev. 
22:18-19). The apostles (including Paul, "one born 
out of due time," a special apostle "to the Gentiles," 
1 Cor. 15:8; Rom. 11:13) had authority to "bind" 
and to "loose" (Matt. 18:18). The authority that 
Jesus gave to the apostles to "bind" and to "loose" is 
displayed in the "apostles' doctrine, which is re
corded in 27 New Testament books (Acts 2:42). An 
apostle wrote: 

We are of God; he who knows God hears us· he 
who is not of God hears us not. By this we ~ow 
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error (1 John 
4:6). 

God's plan was that the New Testament church 
would be "built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets" (Eph 2:20), and that even in heaven 
the apostles would be important in the "sacred ci~ 
the new Jerusalem": ' 
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The city's wall has twelve foundations, on which 
are the twelve names of the Lamb's twelve 
apostles (Rev. 21:14). 

The New Testament church literally was not Is
rael: "they are not all Israel that are of Israel" (Rom. 
9:6). But spiritually the New Testament church is 
"the Israel of God" (Gal. 6: 16). Figuratively and 
spiritually, the apostles "sit upon twelve thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of [spiritual] Israel which 
is the New Testament church (Matt. 19:28), 'not the 
~iteral. twelve tribes. The rolls of genealogy, identify
Ing tribal membership, were destroyed in A.D. 70. 

The apostles' authority as "ambassadors " sitting 
" 1 , upon twe ve thrones," Jesus announced would be 
during "the regeneration" (2 Cor. 5:l0; Matt. 
19:28). The "regeneration" started on the birthday 
of the church (Pentecost Sunday, May 28, A.D. 30), 
when "about 3,000 souls" were "born again" of 
"wat~r ~d S~irit," after they obeyed "the apostles' 
doctrine to repent and baptized" to receive the 
forgiveness of their sins ijohn 3:3, 5; Acts 2:38-47). 

As those 3,000 souls, and then "multitudes both 
of men and women" (Acts 5:14), were regenerated 
"day by day" the Lord added to the church "the one; 
being saved" (Acts 2:47; cf. 5:11). Similarly, sinners 
today are regenerated in the same way and the Lord 
adds them to his church. Thus the time of "the re
generation" is from the birthday of the church to 
"the end of the world" (Matt. 19:28; 28:20). 

The One with "all authority in heaven and in 
th.e earth" promised the apostles, not that "I will be 
With you until you die," but "I will be with you all 
the days, even to the end of the world" (Matt. 
28:20). Thus he was transferring his "all authority" 
to the apostles, whose words are final to "the end of 
the world," for whatever they have bound "on the 
earth" has "been bound in heaven, and whatever 
they have loosed "on the earth" has "been loosed in 
heaven" (Matt. 18:18; 28:1). 
" The who!e of ~e a~ostles' binding and loosing is 
the apostles doctnne (Acts 2:42) and now is con

tained in 27 indestructible books (1 Pet. 1:25). Those 
boo~ contain all things .that pertain to life and godli
~ess. (2 Pe~. 1:30)! leaving every regenerated person 
equipped and completely furnished for every 



good work" (2 TlDl. 3:17). 
During the time the apostles laid hands on cer

tain men and women to make them prophets or 
prophetesses (Acts 8: 18; 21:9; Rom. 1: 11; 2 Tim. 
1 :6), all Christians were commanded to "despise not 
prophesyings" (1 Thess. 5 :20). Such prophesyings 
were God ordained and God commanded all Chris
tians not to "quench" the Spirit (1 Thess. 5: 19; 1 
Cor. 12: 8-1 0). 

Since it was God's plan to make certain people 
prophets "through the laying on of the apostles' 
hands" (Acts 8:18; 21:9; Rom. 1:11; 2 Tim. 1:6), 
then, when the last person died on whom the hands 
of an apostle had been laid, all prophesyings auto
matically ceased. Today, therefore, prophesyings are 
impossible. An apostle emphasized that something 
better than prophesyings is now God's plan: 

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teach
ers? Are all workers of miracles? Do all have 
gifts of beatings? Do all speak in languages? Do 
all interpret? But strive for the greater gihs, and 
yet I show you a far better way (1 Cor. 
12:29-31). 

What is the "far better way"? A "love" that 
"never fails," for whether there are gifts of prophecy, 
they will pass away; or languages, they will cease; or 
knowledge, it will pass away (1 Cor. 13: 8). 

During the early 'years of the New Testament 
church, revelation was not complete. At that time, 
Paul wrote: 

We know in part, and we prophesy in part; but 
when that which is perfect [the completed rev
elation] is come, that which was in part shall be 
done away. When I was a child, I spoke as a 
child but when I became a man, I stopped child
ish behavior (1 Cor. 13:10-11). 

After the intermediate prophesyings had served 
their purpose, and after the "perfect," the completed 
New Testament revelation, was finished in the first 
century, all spiritual Christians consecrate on "faith, 
hope," and "love," noble qualities which will abide. 
"These three; and the greatest of these is love" (1 
Cor. 13:13). 
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Broken Cisterns 
By Frank Chesser 

At the outset of his reign, David stood before 
the leaders of Israel and said, "And let us 
bring again the ark of our God to us, for we 

inquired not at it in the days of Saul" (1 Chron. 
13:3). The Ark of the Covenant was the most sacred 
piece of furniture in Judaism. It symbolized God's 
presence with the Jewish nation. It was there that 
God met and communed with Israel through the 
high priest (Ex. 25 :22). It was there that atonement 
was made for sin (Lev. 16). 

However, for 70 years, the ark remained in the 
house of Abinadab (1 Sam. 7: 1). Thus, for the entirety 
of Saul's reign, the ark of God was neglected. Genuine 
reverence for the Ark of the Covenant would have 
nullified the need for a witch (1 Sam. 28: 7). David's 
statement speaks volumes concerning the great dearth 
of spirituality during the reign of Saul. 

The Bible is God's roadmap from earth to 
heaven. It is there that man enters the mind of God 
and obtains instruction in righteousness. It is there 
that man learns of his problem, God's solution, and 

man's means of appropriating the provisions thereof 
to his soul. 

The last quarter of a century has witnessed the 
church drinking from "broken cisterns" hewed by 
hands of flesh" Ger. 2:13). The Bible graces the cof
fee tables, but not the mind. The popularity of book, 
chapter, and verse preaching is a flickering spark, 
while brightly glows the flame of stilted orations in 
philosophy and brief sermonettes designed to ap
pease man rather than please God. 

Ancient Israel's attitude toward the ark of God is 
spiritual Israel's attitude toward the Bible. This ex
plains the present crisis in the church. Heresy, immo
rality, division, and the Laodicean spirit reign su
preme when human wisdom and self-will supplants 
the Bible in the pulpit and the pew. May God help us 
to stem the rising tide of digression by reinstating 
the Bible in its rightful place. 
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The Kingdom in the United Kingdom 
By E. Claude Gardner 

On Oct. 14, 1998 my wife, Delorese, and I 
flew to the British Isles and we returned 
home October 31. This was our third visit to 

the United Kingdom. The 323rd gospel meeting of my 
career was at Skelmersdale, England. The church has 
about 45 members with two elders and some deacons. 
Jeff Wealand is the preacher. One night I preached at 
the Liverpool congregation which has about a dozen 
members and owns its building. A dentist, a native of 
Ghana, is taking the lead. He is Samuel 
Appiah-Anane. A few years ago the divisive Boston 
Movement took away some members. 

Next a meeting was scheduled with the 
Northside church in Glasgow, Scotland. Jon Gallo
way has preached there for 13 years. Helping him 
are Ian Cameron, Colin Hinde and David Coggin. 
Next day after the meeting closed I spoke to the area 
preachers on "Do You Preach Doctrine?" These 
brethren are standing firm for the truth. 

It appears that American brethren who have vis
ited and spoken in England have infected the British 
brotherhood. They have imported their liberal and 
divisive ideas. One lady from Woodmont Hills in 
Nashville spoke about a year ago on a Ladies Day 
and taught false doctrine in the same spirit it is 
taught at her home church. As a result members left 
the congregation. 
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In recent years the Boston Movement, now 
called the International Church of Christ, _has di
vided churches and confused people that the breth
ren have tried to teach. This schism operates in Lon
don and in some of the large cities especially where 
there are universities. One estimate is that they have 
perhaps 2,200 members in Great Britain. In the past 
the British Broadcasting Company has exposed the 
group as cultic. Recently on Wednesday night, Oct. 
14,1998, BBC ran a documentary on the Interna
tional Church which some thought would present a 
little more favorable image. ·The International 
Church of Christ there as well as in the United States 
appears to be settled into being a small denomina
tion. In the United States they are comfortable using 
instrumental music in worship and having a hierar
chical-church-government just like the Catholics. 

Jeff Wealand, preacher for the Skelmersdale 
church gave this report of the activities of the Inter
national Church of Christ (ICofC): 

The group in London controls the movement in 
Britain. The 'lead evangelist' in London is Mark 
Templer. All other evangelists are working under 
hi$ auspices. The 'elders' john Partington and 
Adrian Hill exercise some control, but mainly in 
the area of public relations and not necessarily 
exclusively in the church. I've seen this in practice 
personally. The movement has branches in Brit
ain in the following English cities: Birmingham, 
Cambridge, Manchester, Oxford, and New 
Castle. I only know of one Scottish city, Edin
burgh, and one Welsh city, Cardiff [with IcofC af
filiation]. The group has a branch in Dublin, Ire
land. The group is attempting to establish 
branches in the following cities: Liverpool, 
Belfast, Exeter and Glasgow. I have been active in 
helping to delay their establishment in Liverpool 
and other places. The ICofC are also showing less 
interest in having contact with any church of 
Christ ••.• I've distributed leaflets to attract atten
tion to their falsehood. I've been on England's 
Channel 5 TV talk show to point out the ICofC's 
deceptive tactics, and also I've been on BBC na
tional radio once to do the same. I'm also active 
in distributing information to and from cult 
monitoring groups here in the UK connected to 
the public. 

Materialism has a strong hold on the general 



populace, which also is true in America. Recreation 
(good and bad), sports, concerts, casinos, the lottery, 
partying, working and building a big estate have 
their attention. The family as well as the church are 
given second or third place. The eternal kingdom of 
God deserves first place (Matt. 6:33). 

The brethren have used the common methods 
known to us all with limited success. Some are be
ginning to try additional approaches such as the in
ternet, and cable television. Also, they are convinced 
that more efforts should be made with the young 
people and children for this will determine the fu
ture growth and strength of the church. Two youth 
camps operate during the summer. 

When I spoke at the preachers meeting in 
Glasgow two preachers, Jack Strachan and Jon Gal
loway, discussed a new 3 0 minute cable television 
program prepared by Mike Tackett who preaches at 
Merkel, Texas. When it begins in the near future it 
will cover the British Isles with a viewing audience 
of many millions. They hope to fund the cost of 600 
pounds by the cooperation of several congregations. 

About 30 congregations meet in Scotland with 
most of the congregations located near Glasgow and 
Edinburgh. Some 40 congregations are planted in 
England. Many congregations do not own a building. 
Membership is usually small. In the land of the 
Campbells in North Ireland only two congregations 
exist. In the Republic of Ireland one congregation 
meets in Dublin. In view of all the campaigns, singing 
groups, American missionaries being supported over 
the last half of this century, it is evident that growth 
has been very slow and discouraging. Aggressive proc
lamation of sound doctrine and all-member personal 
evangelism will be needed if the church grows. 

Time and the civil strife in Northern Ireland were 
not conducive for a visit to the birthplace of Alex
ander Campbell at Ballymena in County Antrim, a 
few miles northwest of Belfast. He was born in June 
1786 (or some say Sept. 12, 1788). Further southwest 
of Belfast are the places where Thomas Campbell 
preached and taught school in such places as Morey 
and Rich Hill. Mter Thomas Campbell emigrated 
from Ireland to America he wanted his family to join 
him. His family left from the north port of 
Londonderry where the ship was anchored in Lough 
Foyle on Sept. 28, 1808. Mter a delay until October 1 
the ship got out into the sea but was shipwrecked on 
the Island of Islay which is northeast of Ireland. Here 
young Alexander decided to devote his life to preach
ing. From there he went to the port Greenock, Scot-

land which is about 15 miles from Glasgow. Begin
ning on November 8 and for the next several months 
he studied in the University of Glasgow where his fa
ther had also studied. On July 31, 1809 he and his 
family left from Greenock on the Latonia for America 
and landed in New York on September 29. 

It is hard to contact and teach people in the Brit
ish Isles because they are entrenched in the Church 
of England (Anglican), Roman Catholic Church, the 
Church of Scotland and the Church of Ireland. To 
most have three main points of contact with their re
ligion- birth (christening), wedding, and death. 

They revere their ancient cathedrals and church 
buildings that are hundreds of years old - some are 
a thousand years old. Obviously many devout people 
keep religion going, but the majority are not in
volved in religious activities. In conversation to in
vite them to a gospel meeting or to pursue a Bible 
study they are indifferent, unconcerned and plead 
they are too busy. 

Although Dublin is 8 0 percent Catholic, religion 
is becoming more decadent. Some believe the "post 
Christian era" has now become a reality. In England I 
read in the newspaper that the Church of England is 
using a large number of lay members to conduct offi
cial worship because of a shortage of priests. In Ire
land we saw an old "church" that was closed because 
it did not have enough "clergy" to serve. 

Another large church building was closed and 
now serves as the Office of Tourism in Dublin. 

The Unitarian Church in Dublin is promoted as 
the "only non-denominational church" in the city. 
Indeed those US brethren who espouse open fellow
ship should be comfortable to worship there, a reli
gion of universalism. The course of fraternization 
with "all denominationalism" leads logically to uni
versalism and toleration of all that are religious. 

In the Old Library of Trinity College (founded in 
1592) in Dublin is the repository of The Book Of 
Kells. To escape the possible capture by Oliver 
Cromwell of England the book was hidden in Trinity 
College over three hundred years ago. It is boasted as 
one of Ireland's greatest treasure where it is perma
nently displayed. Above the Kells collection is the 
"Long Room" which has a high canopied ceiling. 
Along the long hall are antique books and journals 
stacked all the way to the top. On the side are sculp
tured heads of ancient scholars and philosophers in
cluding Plato, Socrates, John Locke and dozens more. 

The Book Of Kells is recognized as one of the 
greatest illuminated manuscripts ever produced. 
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Written in the Monastery of Kells in the early ninth 
century, it consists bascially of the four Gospels in 
Latin, using a most skillfully composed uncial and 
covering 340 leaves of vellum" (G.O. Simms). The 
display is beautiful and spectacular. The official 
guide said that the book contains many errors. It was 
not produced for reading by the common people but 
for use in the pulpits. It was really an object to be re
vered rather than to be used for the fourfold pur
pose: doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction 
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

During the visit to the British Isles, I learned of 
tensions and distrust among brethren. This is caused 
by leaders being liberal and compromising and by 
others who are extreme. The major religious publi
cation among them has carried articles and endorse
ments of erroneous teaching. Others are trying to 
counteract these views. The British Bible School lo
cated at Corby, England was established to prepare 
preachers for the British. Recently a number of stu
dents come from other countries. It has a small en
rollment - perhaps a dozen or so. Area preachers 
teach classes. Most of the financial support comes 
from the U.S. The school has invited guest speakers 
from America who have likely introduced some of 
the "change doctrine." 

It was my observation that the assembly in the 
congregations .was spiritual and impressive. All 
verses of the songs were sung. The man who pre
sided throughout the worship made appropriate 
comments. The Lord's Supper received emphasis. 
The tone of the worship was good. Where I visited 
the Lord's Supper was not served on Sunday nights 
and there seemed to be a sentiment against doing so. 

In England when I encouraged an octogenarian 
lady to be baptized who showed intent interest in the 
church and Bible teaching, she told me that 15 years 
before she baptized herself in a bath tub because she 
understood she needed to be baptized. 

It is impressive to visit old, renowned universi
ties. Trinity College started in 1592 in Dublin; has 
9,000 students. It began as a Protestant college with 
only Protestant students but in later years Catholics 
were admitted and now 70 percent are Catholics. 

The people are intelligent and enlightened. Their 
general welfare is better than in many parts of the 
world. Those of us accustomed to sunshine are dis
turbed with the rainy, cool and balmy weather. Rain 
can happen most any day during the fall. Euro, uni
fied money currency, is being promoted in Europe but 
so far, the British are staunchly opposed. Visitors who 
14 January 1999 rum Foundation 

travel in multiple countries would find this an advan
tage and with less frustrations in their travels. 

The exclamatory word I heard several times was 
"excellent" in the same way on .hears "grea~" in the 
U.S. It was an excellent experience to visit these 
small countries which have had extraordinary influ
ence from antiquity. I personally am indebted to my 
ancestry - I saw my family name in Ireland, Scot
land and England. 

A secular magazine, Hot Line, has described the 
religious picture in England in 1998. The Autumn/ 
Winter 1998 edition published in London with 
Victoria Woodhall as editor gives a dark picture of 
old denominations and how the Pentecostal groups 
are enthusiastic and growing. This climate makes it 
easier for the ICofC to get a foothold. 

The Hot Line states: 
Appearances can be deceptive. What looks like 
just another church, could well be an office 
complex, a recording studio, a probation center 
or even a nightclub. British churches are closing 
at a rate of six a week. In the past 20 years the. 
number of Methodist churches has fallen by 
around 1,500. Numbers of Presbyterian and An
glican churches have dropped by around 800 
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each. Parishes are merging, churches are closing 
and new uses are being found for the buildings. 
Legislation passed in 1983 allowed churches no 
longer required for worship by the Church of 
England to be deconsecrated and closed. Be
tween 1993 and 1997, around 100 churches 
were shut down and three-quarters of them sold 
off, raising 28.5 million pounds for Church cof
fers... . Sunday is the Day of the Lord for 
two-thirds of British people. While 60 percent 
of us claim to be Christians, only 8. 7 per cent 
are regular Sunday attendees, according to the 
1998 Christian Handbook. Most "believers" 
would rather spend weekends shopping, work
ing or pursuing hobbies than sitting on a pew. 
Sunday church attendance has fallen 20 per cent 
in the last 20 years .... Evangelism is on the rise. 
Almost a third of British worshippers are evan
gelists these days and since the early 1980s, they 
have grown in number from around 10,000 to 1 
million . ... There may be six churches closing a 
week but six are also opening. Far from the 
chilly musty pews of listed buildings, many new 
churches are forming in living rooms, bingo 
halls, community centers and even pubs .... New 
Churches (or "House Churches") have seen an 
increase in membership of about 1200 per cent 
since 1980. At the same time, the number of 
places of worship has grown from 228 to 
1928 .... Unlike established church congrega
tions, followers of these Christian "streams" 
(they don't like the term "denominations") have 
an informal and charismatic style of worship. 
Believing in supernatural gifts such as faith-heal
ing and speaking in tongues, these are vocal con
gregations, unafraid of displaying their spiritual
ity by raising hands and shouting out words of 
praise. Often groups start in people's houses or 
in school halls. Harris says, "In recent years 
people have realized that there is no point wait
ing for the congregations to come to church. It 
is better for the church to go to the people"' 

While in UK I saw communications sent to 
preachers of churches of Christ from the World 
Convention of Churches of Christ, 1101 19th Ave. 
South, Nashville, Tenn. 37212-2196. Lyndsay and 
Lorraine Jacobs, General Secretaries wrote it. They 
reported on some of their travels as follows: 

While in Maryland we also shared with the 
Westminster Church Of Christ. Their evangelist, 
Gary Pearson, was our host. He has been a great 
encouragement to the ministry of "World Con
vention." Gary is one of the great number of "A 
Cappella" ministers now who are willing to 
work with those, beyond "Churches of Christ," 
who accept the Lordship of Christ, realizing 
they can do this without compromising their 
own beliefs. At a Westminster gathering, and 
also a gathering of "A Cappella" ministers in the 
area, we enjoyed tremendous sharing about life 

in the wider Stone-Campbell family .... We will 
be visiting England over the next few days .. . 
From October 21-23 we will be attending the 
meeting of Secretaries (staff, not elected leaders) 
of Christian World Communions .... we will be 
promoting attendance at Brisbane within our 
churches. With the 2004 Conventional in 
Brighton, UK, it will be important to have the 
best and broadest possible attendance from Brit
ain at Brisbane. From the Quarterly Paper Of 
The World Convention Of Churches Of Christ, 
the following statements are revealing: "We 
knew there were A Cappella Churches of Christ 
in Brisbane. During our visit to Brisbane in 
March we followed through on two contacts we 
had. The principal of a Church of Christ high 
school, Allan Todd, had contacted us by email. 
We journeyed out to the distant suburb of 
Redlands looking for the school anticipating it 
would be quite small. Imagine our surprise when 
we visited a prestigious, sought after, Christian 
school of 1000 students to ask for directions 
and found we were already there! We were gra
ciously welcomed and shown around. Members 
from five A Cappella congregations in Brisbane 
had formed a group and built this remarkable 
school in ten years. We look forward to their 
choir singing at World Convention! ... Soon af-
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ter we arrived in Nashville, folk in World Chris
tian Broadcasting- an A cappella ministry con
tacted us and have become wonderful friends. 
Through the son of the founder in Abilene, 
Texas we made further contact with a minister 
of one of the Brisbane congregations. Again we 
were warmly received." 

The WCCC was established in 1930. Leroy 
Garrett is listed as one of the vice presidents. In the list 
of those making gifts are Doug and Linda Foster. The 
Quarterly lists the purpose of the WCCC as follows: 

[E]xists to strengthen fellowship develop under
standing offer encouragement and provide in
spiration amongst individuals and churches in 
the Christian Churches, Churches of Christ Dis
ciple of Christ family of churches around the 
world and it exists to provide a means of fellow
ship between this family of churches and the 
whole church of jesus Christ. 

Observation: Rejection of Bible authority will 
lead to open fellowship and compromise as pre
sented in the foregoing quotations. What will be the 
end?Rick Atchley who preaches for the Richland 
Hills church in Ft. Worth, Texas, preached a sermon 
entitled, "Don't Bother Your Brother" on October 
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14, 1990. Here are statements from that sermon. 

[L]et's not limit the kingdom of God to the size 
of our brotherhood •..• I was raised in churches 
of Christ ••• maybe this wasn't said, but this is 
what I heard .•. the only people that could go to 
heaven were in churches of Christ •••• I'm going 
to suggest to you not only is that not Biblical, 
but it is in fact a violation of the very restoration 
plea to which we are heirs. If we're the only 
Christians, and we've only been around since 
the early 1800's, where were all the Christians 
the first 1800 years of the church? ••• I would 
like to keep my children in this fellowship, but I 
have grave concerns about that •••• I will be sup
portive of the good done by others in the name 
of jesus .••• I will endorse any work by anybody 
if it is in fact pushing back the kingdom of dark
ness and giving more people a chance to learn 
about jesus .••• Real battles ••. crime ••• against 
immorality, against drugs, against materialism, 
and we need help fighting those battles. A Chris
tian is determined by his affiliation with Christ, 
not with any particular group. In the church 
publication, REJOICE, Vol. 14, Number 44, Oc
tober 31, 1990 this statement appears: 'Also 
dozens have come to be one of us and were ac
cepted because of a genuine, biblical conversion 
experience in another fellowship.' 

A picture was taken of the church's marquee: 
Church of Christ Richland Hills ARE YOU 
LOOKING FOR AN INDEPENDENT COM-
MUNITY CHURCH? CALL US 
281-07?3.(Source: Behold The Patte171 pp. 
140-170). 
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Su111111it to Foru111 (1984-1998) 
By J. E. Choate 

The sixteenth Restoration Forum over fourteen 
years convened November 1-3, 1998, in the 
Woodmont Hills Family of God church in 

Nashville Tennessee, under the direction of Ruble 
Shelly. Whereas the story of the Nashville Jubilee 
Inc., is a story told many times, few in churches of 
Christ have ever heard of the Restoration Forum. 
This will be rectified. 

This story begins with the major division of the 
Christian Church and churches of Christ as recorded 
in the 1906 Federal Religious Census. The Digres
sives refused to accept the fact of separation. It was 
not until the Hardeman Tabernacle meeting (1922), 
and Boswell-Hardeman music debate (1923) when 
the Christian Church leaders finally acknowledged 
that division was a reality. For the rest of this cen
tury, the Digressives have been trying to undo what 
they did. 

Four Unity Movements 
The digressives have mounted four unity movement 
between 1909 and 1984 with more concern to re
coup their losses than to promote unity. Leaders of 
the Christian Church in Nashville initiated the first 
two unity meetings (1909 and 1917). 

Their strategy was to call for confrontational de
bates over instrumental music and the extra-congre
gational authority of missionary societies. Their con
fidence remained that since they had won in the 
North over a thirty-year period that they would 
eventually win in the South. 

It took the 1922 Hardeman Tabernacle meeting, 
and Boswell-Hardeman debate over instrumental 
music in worship to prove this was a dumb idea. 

David Lipscomb, E. A. Elam, and others identi
fied with Gospel Advocate did meet with the digres
sives in 1909, but had no compromise in mind. They 
had stopped the digressives dead in their tracks to 
establish organized societies and to move pianos into 
churches of Christ in the Southern region. The 1917 
Commission on Unity never got off the paper that 
announced it. 

James DeForest Murch and Claude E. Witty 
mounted the third unity movement between the 

Christian Church and churches of Christ in the late 
1930s. The unity movement created high levels of 
interest among some church of Christ preachers. 

Claude E. Witty's brethren never thought for a 
moment that he would endorse instrumental music 
in worship. The position of James DeForest Murch 
on the matter was unclear. Later after pressure from 
his brethren, he wrote in the Christian Standard (Oc
tober 1941) that he preferred to worship with in
strumental brethren, but that he believed both 
groups performed acceptable worship. 

It took the famed 1939 Indianapolis address of 
H. Leo Holes for the digressives to understand that 
churches of Christ would make no compromises 
with Missionaries Societies and instrumental music 
because of scriptural teaching, and historical, and 
traditional grounds. Boles said to the digressives that 
they knew where they had left the churches of Christ 
and that unity would be restored if and only when 
they came back to the Bible. 

The Fourth Unity Meeting 
More than 40 years would pass before the "Joplin 
Summit" was initiated to restore unity to the divided 
fellowships. Its beginning is traced to the Restora
tion Leadership Ministry, which was started by 
Marvin Bryant and Harold Shank. The purpose of 
the ministry was to convert denominational preach
ers to the principles of New Testament Christianity. 

The Vultee Church of Christ in Nashville calcu
lated to sponsor one aspect of the ministry, which 
was to convert Christian Church preach~rs. It is ob
vious why the digressives did not want their preach
ers targeted in such a manner. We do not have the 
facts, but the late Don De Welt, an imminent and 
highly respected Independent Christian Church 
leader, managed to change the complexion and di
rection of the Vultee strategy. 

He was the editor of the prestigious College 
Press in Joplin, MO. [The College Press has today in 
its stable of writers a coterie of our brethren, includ
ing Mike Moss and Gary Holloway who head up the 
Bible department divisions of Lipscomb University.] 

An entirely new plan was adopted to handle the 

Ji:aifounct!~!! 17 



problem. A new organization was set up to move the 
original Vultee plan in another direction. The 
"Joplin Summit" was the direct outcome of the plan
ning of the Vultee elders and Don De Welt. The pri
mary objective was to discover common grounds 
upon which churches of Christ and Christian 
Churches could meet and worship together without 
merger or union. These grounds have not been ex
plicitly defined, and remain nebulous. 

Don De Welt was the chief engineer who ma
nipulated the agenda of the new movement to serve 
the interest of the Christian Church. How unfortu
nate that Carl McKelvey, Vultee elder, took the lead 
to represent the Vultee Church of Christ in the first 
planning stages. Carl McKelvey's imagination lacks 
the creative ingenuity of Don De Welt. Carl is best 
known for his ebullient direction of the Lipscomb 
Summer Lectures, and his promotion of liberal 
agendas in churches of Christ. 

He has spoken on Jubilee and filled the pulpit 
for the Hendersonville Community Church of 
Christ. He has been the right hand man of Harold 
Hazelip who has stacked the Lipscomb Bible depart-
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ment with liberal faculty. Rubel Shelly has been a 
frequent speaker in Lipscomb chapels by invitation 
of Dr. McKelvey. 

Alan Cloyd and Dennis Randall were chosen to 
represent the Vultee Church of Christ. The inept and 
hapless Cloyd was a recent Christian Church convert 
with no established reputation or credentials. That 
he would undo the work of the lifetimes of such men 
as David Lipscomb and H. Leo Boles was mirrored 
in his mindless removal of copies of the 1939 Boles 
unity address from the display table in Joplin. 

Fifty men were selected from each church to 
make up the group that met in 1984 on the Ozark 
Bible College campus. Don De Welt took the lead for 
the independent Christian Church. By what kind of 
authority all of this was done was not clear then nor 
now. 

Restoration Forums have met since at Abilene 
and Pepperdine universities with enthusiastic en
dorsements of the "big wigs" of the churches of 
Christ such as Reuel Lemmons, Royce Money, Bill 
Humble, and Rubel Shelly. And with the passing of 
Don De Welt, his shoes are capably filled by the ex
tremely talented and personable Victor Knowles. He 
is the editor of the One Body, which is the main en
gine driving the Restoration Forums. 

There is no question but that Victor Knowles im
mediately perceived that Restoration Forum XVI 
was off to a bad start. The attendance was poor 
throughout. Not a one bona-fide church of Christ 
leader from Nashville or anywhere else was present 
for the event. You would think that Harold Hazelip, 
Carl McKelvey, or Bill Humble would have attended 
to give Shelly some kind of moral support. But 
Shelly stood alone. 

Knowles was clearly puzzled with what he found 
in Nashville. He soon perceived the division in 
churches of Christ and Liberal-Churches-of-Christ 
was much greater than differences within the Chris
tian Church. He made a remark to this end. He was 
not aware of the fact that Rubel Shelly and Don 
Finto, both forum participators, had caused greater 
division and bitterness in the ranks of the churches 
of Christ than all past Nashville church troublers 
combined. 

Knowles is obviously an intelligent leader and 
manager in the Christian Church. He is a great 
champion of the Independent Christian Church, and 
is not engaged in the destruction of his mother 
church. We do not believe that he would be an ac
complice in helping Rubel Shelly et al cannibalize 



the churches of Christ. 
The writers for the One Body tell you down 

front that they have no compromises to make in doc
trine and church practices. A classical example of 
this is the continuing joint fellowship put in place 
between the Woodmont Hills Family of God and the 
First Christian Church in Nashville. The two fellow
ships maintain the closest of fraternal ties which has 
included joint worship services and social activities. 

are among those writers. Furman Kerley early on 
dropped his participation in the Restoration Forums. 

Calvin Warpula is a member of the ad hoc com
mittee which meets . annually in Tulsa to plan the 
agenda for the next forum. Decisions are made by 
consensus, which means that no votes are taken. If a 
committee member finds a speaker or topic unsuit
able, it is simply dropped. 

The "Joplin Summit" changed its name to Resto
ration Forum in its second meeting (1985), which 
has met annually since. This whole story is now un
folding under the umbrella of the "One Body Minis
try" and its official publication, the One Body, ed
ited by Victor Knowles. The Joplin consortium con
nected with the College Press and the Ozark Bible 
College solely controls both entities. 

The Restoration Forums today serve as one of 
the most modern powerful and creative attempts of 
the Christian Church to invade the ranks of the 
churches of Christ. At the turn of the century, the 
Christian Church did not take over a single church 
in Nashville and Middle Tennessee, and the pros
pects are no better today. 

Summary Observation 
It would be difficult to say just what went on during 
the three-days of Restoration Forum XVI. The rocks 
cry out for the telling of the story. 

The One Body started as a tabloid and has been 
elevated to the status of a professional journal. 
Marvin Phillips is a staff writer. Articles are solicited 
from members of churches of Christ. Reuel Lem
mons, Leroy Garrett, Carl Ketcherside, Rubel Shelly 
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The Futility of Communication 
with Subiedivists 

By Tim Nichols 

Those who are frequently "misunderstood" are 
also those who frequently misrepresent. This 
is a principle that is taught in the scriptures (1 

Tllil. 6:3-5; 2 Tllil. 3:6-7; 4:1-5; Tit. 1:10-13). It is 
also observed in the real world. It is the result of a 
breakdown of rational thinking more than simply a 
deterioration of communication skills. It is the fruit 
of subjectivism. Words are assumed not to actually 
signify anything in these days of relativism. As a re
sult men feel free to construe the words of others in 
any way they choose. They are frustrated when oth
ers attach fixed meanings to their own words. These 
are two sides of the same coin. 

In "the old days" two men would approach a 
question or a problem with something in common. 
They both believed that truth existed and they usu
ally believed that the truth they were seeking could 
be found. They may have differed widely concerning 
just what the truth was, but they both believed it ex
isted, independent of what they chose to think. They 
disputed about the evidence with the mutual hope of 
finding the truth. 

Today, many in our culture have been "edu
cated" (propagandized may be more accurate) to be-
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lieve that all truth is relative. When we who yet 
know that truth exists and can be found attempt to 
speak with those who have lost this awareness we 
are simply not on the same page. 

When we present evidence for the existence of 
God, the inspiration of the Bible, the truthfulness of 
specific Bible doctrines, and the right and wrong of 
certain human actions those who stand on no foun
dation and believe that none exists meet us with be
fuddled looks. 

While we love those who are thus adrift without 
anchor or rudder we are often frustrated in our at
tempts to find some "common ground" that will 
serve as a basis for study and communication. 

When a subjectivist says that, "You are a dirty, 
stinking skunk!" he may appear shocked that you 
did not construe his words to mean that, "You are an 
immaculate, charming sweetheart." In his mind you 
are responsible for knowing what he meant and that 
what he meant was not definite and rigid. You are 
guilty of unfair judging when you take his words to 
have a discoverable design. With him, meanings are 
flexible rather than fixed. This can be frustrating 
when we are on the receiving end of "communica
tion" with a subjectivist, but it is much more bear
able than when we are on the sending end. 

The subjectivist feels free to take your words to 
mean anything he chooses and to tell others what he 
has "perceived" you to say. When you say, "Please 
ask any questions that you may have," he feels per
fectly free to tell others that you have said, "Do not 
ask any questions because I am not willing to answer 
them!" When you say, "Please make the best possible 
argument for the thing you believe," he broadcasts 
that you have said, "Shut up! You're wrong!" These 
are examples drawn from actual experience. 

Enough straw men have been quoted by subjec
tivists to supply the need of every cornfield in the 
world. While we might as well give up trying to con
vince the subjectivists, we need to call them to ac
count for the sake of those who hear their claims. 



We have been told that "nothing can be ques
tioned in churches of Christ." When we ask what 
question they are not permitted to ask, they are at a 
complete loss. They have no real response because 
we are delighted to have questions. A few have re
vealed their actual mentalities by saying, "But they 
claim to have the answers! " 

And this is the problem for the subjectivist: an
swers! He hates all things presented as absolute 
facts. He repudiates the very idea of undeniable 
truths. He paints the whole realm of ideas gray so he 
can select what he chooses from the whole to color 
either black or white at will. He cannot maneuver 
well in an environment with fixed boundaries and 
immovable obstacles. 

There he looses his freedom to manipulate, ex-

ploit, negotiate, and orchestrate. The Bible does not 
present a problem for the subjectivist because of 
what it specifically teaches. His problem with the 
Bible is that it specifically teaches. 

His problem with the church and her teachers is 
not really what is taught. His problem is that specific 
things are taught as inflexible truth. His battle is not 
really with the specific doctrines that he seems to at
tack. It is with the notion that specific doctrines can 
be settled once and for all. 

This places him perpetually at odds with God's 
people who are always prepared "to contend ear
nestly for the faith which was once for all delivered 
unto the saints" ijude 3). Route 1, Box 206A 

Burlington, WV 26710 
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The Sword of the Spirit 
By Jerry C. Brewer 

In his 1938 debate with N.B. Hardeman, Ben M. 
Bogard made the claim that the Holy Spirit ex
erts a direct influence upon man: 

The Spirit works as if there were no word and 
the word is used as if there were no Spirit. Not 
separate and apart from each other but together, 
side by side on the same thing. The gospel is the 
sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6: 15) (sic) and as the 
sword is distinct from the soldier and the soldier 
distinct from the sword, yet both soldier and 
sword work together to slay the enemy, even so 
the Spirit and the word work together to save 
the soul. (Ben M. Bogard, 2nd Affirmative, "The 
Work of The Holy Spirit, Hardeman-Bogard 
Debate, Gospel Advocate Co., Nashville, 1938, 
p. 31) 

Brethren who say the Holy Spirit wields the 
sword make the same fundamentally flawed argu
ment. In the context of Ephesians 6:17, Paul delin
eates the defensive and offensive items of spiritual 
warfare to be utilized by the Christian soldier. Truth 
is girt about his loins. He wears the breastplate of 
righteousness, and is shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace. He holds the shield of faith, 
wears the helmet of salvation, and wields the sword 
of the Spirit The Holy Spirit neither wears the ar
mor, nor does He wield the sword. 

It is said that the Word is the sword that the 

Holy Spirit uses. Rather, the Word of God is the 
sword that the Holy Spirit forged for us to use. 
The Spirit does not wield the sword -we our
selves wield it, and if we do not wield it, then it 
will not be wielded. If the Holy Spirit performs 
some direct operation in wielding the sword, the 
action and method should be subject to defini
tion and description, and demonstration .•• 

As the smith forges instruments and weapons, 
the Holy Spirit by inspiration in the apostles of 
Christ forged the sword of the Word for us to 
wield. (Foy E. Wallace, Jr., The Mission and Me
dium of The Holy Spirit, Firm Foundation Pub
lishing House, 1967, p. 85). 

If it is the Holy Spirit who wields the sword, ad
vocates of the direct operation of the Holy Spirit are 
correct and Bogard was right in his debate with Har
deman. 

But they argue from a faulty premise. The Holy 
Spirit does not wield the sword any more than God 
wears the "whole armor of God" (Eph. 6:11). 

The "armor of God" is the armor God provides 
and the "sword of the Spirit" is the sword the Holy 
Spirit forged. If "sword of the Spirit" means the 
Spirit wields and uses the sword, then the "armor of 
God" means God wears the armor. 

308 South Oklahoma 
Elk City, OK 73644 

Fp 

January 1999 21 
Firm Foundation 



Potpourri ••• 
The Firm Foundation began to be published in 

October of 1884. It has just celebrated the 
114th anniversary of its birth. It has a long and 

distinguished record of service to the church. The 
many friends of the paper are deeply appreciated 
and highly prized. 

For example, a devoted Christian couple from 
Las Vegas, Nevada, has just now sent a donation of 
$1,200 to assure the continued work of the Firm 
Foundation in presenting the whole counsel of God. 
Such friends are much appreciated and make our 
sacrifices a joy. 

The paper is a forum for Bible study from the 
perspective of unwavering faith in the revealed word 
of God as totally adequate to make the servant of 
Christ full-grown. The heaven-sent message revealed 
by the apostles and confirmed by "signs and won
ders, and by manifold powers." 

For the perfecting of the saints, unto the work 
of ministering, unto the building up of the body 
of Christ: till we all attain unto the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ: that we may be 
no longer children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 
of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error; but 
speaking truth in love, we may grow up in all 
things into him, who is the head, even Christ; 
from whom all the body fitly framed and knit 
together through that which every joint sup
plieth, according to the working in due measure 
of each several part, maketh the increase of the 
body unto the building up of itself in love (Eph 
4:12-16). 

Here we stand with the determination to never 
depart from this high ground. We love God above all 
else, but we also love the truth, lost souls, and the 
church for which God the Mighty Maker gave his 
life at Calvary. 

Now, as is our custom in this column, we submit 
for your consideration some desultory thoughts and 
information. .,, 

OGene Edward Veith (There is Truth, After All, 
World, Oct. 3, 1998) makes the point that to the 
postmodernist words do not have a definite, objec
tive meaning, including the words of God. The 

22 'i:'%und!~!: 

Bible, in postmodernist's jargon, does not have fixed 
meaning and is therefore open to unlimited, contra
dictory, and senseless misunderstanding. Truth, in 
this view, is like a river in flood - out of its banks, 
rambling aimlessly, and destroying property and 
people. Veith wrote: 

Some Christians are agonizing about how to 
reach postmodem relativists. We're told that 
people today can't stomach doctrine, particu
larly hard, negative doctrines about sin and 
judgment. They want a tolerant God and toler
ant churches, with no demanding content. 
Sometimes we're told that the way to reach 
postmodern relativists is for the church to be
come relativist itself. But that will not work. The 
church must reach them by first helping them 
face reality. This is not hard, since reality always 
intrudes itself. Postmodemists, when caught in 
their own devices or facing real-life problems or 
driven to the point of despair, can become hon-
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est with themselves. They need to face the dev
astating truth of God's law. Then they can be in
troduced to the truth of the gospel, the grace 
and forgiveness that comes from the objective 
work of Jesus Christ. 

It remains to be seen whether society will face up 
to truth, or construct new paradigms of self-decep
tion. Regardless of what society in general may do, the 
church can be confident that the truth is on our side, 
and that truth, in this world or the next, will win. 

It is possible to understand the meaning of words 
(Prov. 28:5; Eph. 5: 17). It is therefore possible to 
know revealed truth Oohn 8:32). Knowledge of and 
obedience to truth saves (1 Pet. 1:22). 

Pradicaf Application 
OThe elders of the Crestview church in Waco, 

TX supply an example of low-grade postmodernism 
in a letter to a member of the congregation. The 
Crestview bishops wrote: 

Paul tells us, 'For what I received I pass on to 
you as of first importance: That Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Peter and then to the twelve' (1 
Cor. 15 :3-5). Therefore, according to the text 
all other things are of secondary importance. We 
may hold a variety of opinions on a number of 
these things and still love one another and be in 
fellowship. 

If the "all other things" include divine com
mands, then this teaching runs afoul of James, who 
wrote, "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet stumble in one point, he is become guilty of all." 
Postmodernism is incompatible with Bible teaching. 

Campaign 
0 Brown Trail School of Preaching students par

ticipated in evangelistic works with churches in Day
ton, San Antonio, and Seagoville. At San Antonio 
3,000 homes were contacted, 6 were baptized, and 
36 correspondence courses were started. 

GenX 
0 John Leo ("The Selling of Rebellion," U.S. 

News & World Report, Oct. 12, 1998) says that the 
Boomers (born 1945 to 1965) were radical rule 
breakers and were into illegal drugs, sex, and rock 'n 
roll. He reports, "The post-boomers of generation X 
are much more likely to embrace traditional stan
dards than boomers were at the same age." 

Oa the Of6er land 
OScott Krueger, an MIT freshman, drank 

enough hard liquor to choke on his own vomit and 
die. His fraternity had imposed an alcohol "quota" 

on members that resulted in binge drinking - and 
death (Source: National Review (Oct. 12, 1998). 

Virginity 
OSarah E. Hinlicky (not a member of the 

church) is a young lady who understands the evil of 
adultery and the authority of purity. She may be 
thought a prude by some of her fellow gen-Xers but 
makes a lot of sense to thoughtful people. She ex
plains why she refuses to compromise her morals by 
have sex outside of marriage. 

PK 

She wrote: 
Sacrifice and the relinquishing of power are 
natural to women ... and they are also the secret 
of feminine appeal .•. virgin sexuality has ex
traordinary and unusual power. There is no sec
ond-guessing a virgin's motives: her strength 
comes from a source beyond transitory whims. 
It is a sexuality dedicated to hope, to the future, 
to marital love, to children, and to God •.. so
called sexual freedom is really just proclaiming 
oneself to be available for free, and therefore 
without value. It is tantamount to saying that 
one is worth nothing (First Things, Oct. 1998). 

0 Promise Keepers has reported a steep drop in 
attendance for its 1998 rallies, compared to the pre
vious three years. The organization, based in Den
ver, estimates a 3 0 percent drop in attendance. 

Ions Arm of the law 
OThe Bob Jones University is threatening to 

have gay alumni arrested for trespassing if they set 
foot on campus. There is little opponents can do 
about this because Bob Jones University is a private 
institution that is largely self-sufficient and shuns ac
creditation. 

Wayne Mouritzen, a 60-year-old retired minister 
and Bob Jones graduate got a don't-come-back letter 
after school officials learned he is a practicing homo
sexual. 

The letter signed by Dean of Students Jim Berg 
said: "With grief we must tell you that as long as you 
are living as a homosexual, you would not be wel
come on the campus and would be arrested for tres
passing if you did visit. We take no delight in this ac
tion. Our greatest delight would be in your return to 
the Lord" (Houston Chronicle, Oct. 24, 1998). 

Maybe the way for an educational institution to 
be independent of outside influence that might be 
detrimental to its purpose and charter is to shun ac
creditation. When outsiders tell insiders what to do 
or not to do, outsiders win and insiders lose. 
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Tfdnldng Outloud 
OCecil May of Faulkner University in his 

Preacher Talk newsletter makes some astute observa
tions. He wrote: 

I now cringe when someone says, 'I've been re
thinking the divorce and remarriage issue.' My 
first thought is, Is it he or one of his children 
who are in a marital mess? My second thought 
is, Which of the current theories explaning away 
the words of jesus in Matthew 19 is he now en
tertaining. 

On page two May says: 
Some attempt to make gospel and church 

more relevant to postmoderns by changing the 
vocabulary of preaching and the forms of wor
ship. 

That may backfire. Changing words ohen re
sults in changing meanings. Abandoning a word 
may be synonymous with abandoning the idea 
the word signifies. 

Because postmoderns, it is said, do not relate 
well to religious ideas, church and worship are 
redesigned to seem less religious. The music 
rocks, drama replaces preaching, and the mes
sage speaks to the need of self-actualization. 

The preaching proclaims a wrathless God, an 
unneeded grace since there is no law to be bro
ken, and a crossless Savior because there is no 
sin to remit. 

A non-religious worship service is a non
event, like a non-athletic football game. 

A Critical Review. of 
The Peaceable Kingdom 

by Wayne Coats 

The Peaceable Kingdom, by Carroll Osburn, Is an 
lnurbane book. Osburn, a professor of Bible at Abilene 
Christian University, attempts to discredit the restoration ap
peal and mlsalign the church. His teaching is dangerous and 
damning. 

Wayne Coats of Mt. Juliet, Tennessee has done a master
ful job of answering the Osburn book and effectively pin
pointing Its fallacies. It Is not necessary for every member of 
the church to have Osburn's book, but it Is advisable for all 
to read Coats answer to it. 

Brother Coats takes up the Osburn misadventure chapter 
by chapter and exposes Its teaching to the light of Bible truth. 
When Osburn's ideas are examined by sound doctrine, they 
fade like a cut flower. With withering commonsense Coats 
takes up each false notion presented In Osburn's little volume 
and gives an unanswerable answer. 

A perusal of the Coats book will make you aware of the lib
eral position and what is wrong with it. At the same time It will 
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Rudderless politicians attempt to redesign gov
ernment to circumvent the guidelines of the consti
tution, but gospel preachers must not try to redesign 
the kingdom of heaven to make it more palatable to 
the ungodly and circumvent the rules of the new 
covenant. Perfection cannot be improved. 

Bertrand Russell said, "I had supposed that most 
people like money better than almost anything else, 
but I discovered they like destruction even better. I 
had supposed that intellectuals frequently loved 
truth, but I found that not ten percent of them prefer 
truth to popularity." 

0 •• .,, 

0 Earl Davis of Chicago sent a clipping from the 
Chicago Tribune (Nov. 6, 1998) about a Hindu sect 
in Itasca, IL. The piece says, "Inside the kitchen of 
the Chicago area's newest Hindu Temple a Hindu 
priest flattens dough into a circle, gives it a dusting 
of powder and drops it on a round pan sizzling with 
a traditional Indian butter extract. He is a robed 
priest making food for the gods." 

The priests, called sadhus, are making midday 
meals for the Midwest Swaminarayan Temple's 
marble gods. The priests follow a regimen of awak
ening the deities with morning prayers, dressing 
them in clothing for day and night, offering them 
freshly prepared food and drinks, and dimming the 
lights for the idol's afternoon rests." 

Sounds like my granddaughter playing with her 
Barbie dolls. 

Gay1 
OThe nation's largest homosexual church filed a 

federal lawsuit against WGN-Ch 9 (Chicago) for 
breach of contract alleging the station's personnel 
suggested changing the initial title of the program -
"Holy Homosexuals" (Chicago Tribune, Oct. 28, 
1998, via Earl Davis). 

President's leHer 
0 President Clinton sent a letter to the members 

of his home church in Little Rock expressing his re
pentance and asking for forgiveness. The handwrit
ten letter was read aloud to the congregation (Im
manuel Baptist) at the close of the morning services 
on Sunday, Oct. 25, 1998. 

Rex Horne, the preacher, said, "The president 
expressed repentance for his actions, sadness for the 
consequence of his sin on his family, friends, and 
church family, and asked forgiveness from Imman
uel." 



R. Albert Mohler, president of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, said, "How can President 
Clinton claim to be Southern Baptist and persist in 
his display of serial sin? Only because the congrega
tion which holds his membership has failed to exer
cise any semblance of church discipline." 

Whatever happened to once saved always saved? 
(Chicago Tribune, Oct. 23, 1998, via Earl Davis). 

"Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: nei
ther fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with men, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God" 
(1 Cor. 6:9-10). 

Jahoo 
OA Louisiana doctor was convicted of attempted 

second degree murder for injecting his long-time 
mistress with blood tainted with the AIDS virus and 
hepatitis C after she ended their liaison. 

lrlcldJafs 
OA Colorado House committee killed without 

comment a bill that would have outlawed the practice 
of female genital mutilation. This marks the third 
straight year such a bill has failed to pass the House. 

Mr. Iucado 
OThe Dallas Morning News (Nov. 21, 1998) car

ried an article by Paul R. Buckley in which he inter
views Max Lucado. Here are some excerpts: 

He [Lucado] believes that there really are 
Baptists, Methodists, and Catholics in those 
other rooms [heaven]. 

People in the pews [members of the church], 
even many preachers, have begun to regard pro
fessing Christians at the church down the street 
as the real thing, even if they sing their hymns 
with organs, even if they take the Communion 
quarterly instead of weekly, even if they were 
sprinkled rather than dipped. 

Mr. Lucado was baptized at the Parkview 
Church of Christ in Odessa when he was 10. But 
"I don't think that a lot of the more strict teach
ings ever became a part of my DNA," he 
[Lucado] says. 

One of the strictest is the belief that baptism 
- by immersion for the remission of sins - is 
an act that saves the soul. 

Rogert Oglesby ... , for 36 years minister at 
Waterview Church of Christ at Richardson ... is 
cautious. When Mr. Oglesby opens his New Tes
tament he finds verses like this: "Repent and be 
baptized • • • for the remission of sins" (Acts 
2:38). When he opens a Max Lucado book, he 

finds something that less explicitly links baptism 
and forgiveness. 

Many members [of the church of Christ] re
gard their church as nothing more or less than 
the church of the New Testament, founded by 
Jesus and restored in these latter days to a doc
trinal and practical purity not known since apos
tolic times. 

C. Leonard Allen says it's not so simple as all 
that. Dr. Allen taught theology at Abilene Chris
tian University ..• for 15 years. As an American 
phenomenon, the churches of Christ are the 
fruit of a restoration movement that began early 
last century. According to Dr. Allen, its founding 
fathers were swayed not just by the Apostle Paul 
but also by philosopher John Locke, among oth
ers. The result: a tradition that stumbles along 
with an Enlightenment hangover, claiming all 
the while to be nothing but a first-century 
church. 

Anyway, we thought you would like to know. 
Once again, we call on President Royce Money and 
the board of Directors at ACU to tell us if they agree 
with their distinguished alumnus, Max Lucado, and 
their professor, C. Leonard Allen. If yes, can any one 
of them tell us why the churches of Christ should 
continue to exist, or what is the purpose of ACU. 
Will Baylor, SMU, or TCU do just as well? 

JICIU 
0 Phoneix (AP) - When Gov. Jane Hull issued 

proclamations observing Muslim holy days, Israel's 
50th anniversary and an international day of prayer, 
nary a peep of protest was heard. 

But when Hull proclaimed next week as Bible 
Week in Arizonia, the American Civil Liberties 
Union declared the proclamation offensive to non
Christians and asked her to rescind it. She refused, 
so the civil rights group sued the governor in U.S. 
District Court. (Reno Gazette-Journal, Nov. 20, 
1998, by courtesy of Charles Denham of Reno, NV). 

Grandma 
0 Michael Anthony Horne tried to convince po

lice that the powder they found in a container in his 
truck was the ashes of his cremated grandmother. 
But they didn't believe him, and when the powder 
tested positive for methamphetamine, they arrested 
him. Later tests proved that the powder was indeed 
human remains, but that was too late for Horne, 
who spent a month in a San Antonio jail. By the time 
he was released, he'd lost his job, his pickup, and his 
apartment. He also lost his grandma. Repeated test
ing of the powder destroyed most of her remains 
(Reason, Dec. 1998). 
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Girl Minister 
$Campus Church of Christ, 1525 Indian Trail 

Rd., Norcross, announced in its bulletin, "In an ef
fort to better reach out to women and single parents, 
the church recently added an associate family minis
ter, Ruth Merritt, to its staff." 

Study fo Show fhyself 
OThe Twickenham Church of Christ in Hunts

ville, Ala., has a Bible class in which the students study 
The Andy Griffith Show. "Each Wednesday night, the 
Mayberry faithful gather to sip lemonade, munch 
popcorn, and watch an episode of the classic 1960s 
TV sitcom." The class is taught by Brad Grasham and 
Joey Fann who are quoted as saying that they "do not 
have the teaching skills of Miss Helen Crump (Andy's 
girlfriend and Opie's teacher), but they hope the class 
will provide entertainment while offering valuable 
lessons of life" (Faith & Values, Sat., Aug. 22, 1998). 

To think - some people stay away from the 
church building on Wednesday night to watch Tv. 
Fann and Grasham say one of the great lessons taught 
by ~e show is the "merits of taking life slow ~d easy." 
r6oug6 We or GIJ Angel . . 

OThe New Oxford Review revealed an under-
ground fifth gospel. Here is an excerpt: 

Then they seized Jesus and brought him to the 
high priest, who said to him, 'I adjure you by the 
living God,. tell us if you are the Messiah.' Jesus 
answered, 'I know what I said in the past might 
seem shocking. So I wish to offer a proverbial 
olive branch and be sensitive to your feelings. If 
I've said anything to offend you, I apologize. I'd 
like to suggest that you take what I said about 
being the Messiah in a more nuanced way. Think 
of me, therefore, not so much as a god but as 
another good person, merely adding my voice to 
the rainbow of voices.' And they unbound Jesus 
and sent him on his way, admonishing him to be 
more careful about what he said in public in the 
future. And so he did, and he lived happily ever 
aher. 

It's not the Andy Griffith Show, but it's close. 

Nationalj~orali~ 

0 Did you hear the one about the scientist who got 
people to watch the film Who~s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf. while he told them ethnic and sexual jokes? 
NO? Well, you must not keep up with grants awarded 
by the National Science Foundation. The NSF gave 
the professor $107,000.00 of tax money to conduct 
that experiment. Maybe it could pay a researcher to 
find out why the government funds such wacky ex
periments (Reason, January 1999). 
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Asher- Berard 
Debate 

On the use of the church's meetinghouse 

-February 1·2, 4·5, 1999-

7:00 p.m. each evening 

Bob Berard 
Spring, Texas 

Affirms 
The Scriptures teach that brethren may eat a con
gregational meal for social purposes in the meet
inghouse purchased by funds from the church's 
treasury. 

Jeffrey Asher 
Amarillo, Texas 

Affirms 
The Scriptures teach that it is sinful for brethren to 
eat a congregational meal for social purposes in 
the meetinghouse purchased by funds from the 
church's treasury. 

-Location-
West Hill Mall 

Community Center 
Highway 30 West • Huntsville, Texas 

(West Hill Mall approx. 1 ~ miles west of 1-45 on Hwy. 30) 

-For additions/Information

Weldon Blake • (409) 295-G134 
Fish Hatchery Road Church of Christ 

Earl Pickle • (409) 291-2366 
Southside Church of Christ 



Q A By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

(Editor~s note: The following is from Questions and 
Answers Open Forum, Freed-Hardeman College 
Lectures, Volume 1.) 

Q Of what does worship consist? 

A The American Standard Version at Matthew 2:8 
has a reference to a footnote defining the word 

worship as follows: "The Greek word denotes an act 
of reverence whether paid to a creature (see ch. 4:9; 
18:26), or to the creator (see ch. 4:10)." 

1. Worship, then, involves an act. It is incorrect 
to say that worship is simply and solely an attitude 
of heart. Inasmuch as worship consists of acts, it fol
lows that such acts are as much involved in worship 
and are as essential to it as the attitude that prompts 
them. 

2. The Greek word for worship denotes an act ... 
paid. Worship involves an attitude, but an attitude 
that expresses itself in acts, which find acceptance in 
the will of another. Worship, therefore, necessitates 
acts. The effort to disassociate acts from attitude in 
worship was born of the desire to escape the oppro
brium of adding unauthorized practices to the wor
ship of God. Knowledgeable people who use instru
mental music in worship are well aware of the fact 
that there is no authority in the New Testament for 

Memphis School 
of PreachiDI 

• Two-year program 

• Fifty-four courses A • 2,760 clock hours 
• No tuition 
• Qualified faculty 
• Umlted scholarships • • . 
• Strong Bible emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being acce1 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 

3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd. • Memphis, Tennessee 38125-2560 
School (901) 751-2242 

Bookstore (901) 751-9964 • Fax (901) 751-8098 

its use. They seek to avoid the charge of adding to 
the divine will by the allegation that, after all, wor
ship does not involve acts but attitudes, and there
fore the instrument is really no part of the worship. 

The effort fails for at least two reasons: (1) We 
have seen that it is based on the erroneous concept 
of what worship is; (2) it does not elude, but merely 
postpones the fatal dilemma. For, this worship 
which is alleged to be solely a matter of the heart 
and expresses itself, not by divine law but by the will 
of the worshiper, is either restrained or unre
strained. If unrestrained, then the will of the wor
shiper becomes the sole arbiter of the suitability of 
the act thus leaving the one who worships free to re
sort to whatever expressions of it one desires. The 
pompous worshiper behind stained glass windows in 
a great cathedral, the Salvation Army lass with her 
tambourine, and the religious snake handler may all 
properly claim justification for their choices of ex
pression. Acts 2:42 may be disregarded as the ex
pression of the divine pattern, and thenceforth each 
of us may be governed by our own wishes and pref
erences in our worship to God. 

If, however, no will worship is acceptable but 
proper worship is restrained (as is the case, Col. 
2:20-23), we may inquire, What is the restraining in
fluence? We are thus brought back to the place where 
we should have started in any matter involving our 
duty to God: What does the New Testament authorize 
us to do in worship? The early church, under the guid
ance of inspired men, continued "steadfasdy" in the 
aposdes' teaching, which included singing, the Lord's 
supper, the contribution and prayers. These divinely 
given items are specifically said to have been the 
means by which the first Christians worshiped. (Acts 
2:42; 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1,2.) Less than these we 
cannot offer him and be in conformity to his will; 
more than these are an unwarranted and officious 
intermeddling with the will of God. 

It follows, therefore, that in this, the Christian 
age, the use of instrumental music is unauthorized 
and unacceptable in the worship of God. "It was 
used in the Old Testament." Yes, along with the 
burning of incense, the offering of animal sacrifices 
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and the practice of polygamy. These are not patterns 
we may properly follow today. The shadows of the 
old order have given way to the substance of the bet
ter way and under the clear light of Christianity such 
matters are conspicuous by their absence. (Hebrews 
8:6-13). Let it be remembered and never forgotten 
that our Lord never commanded the use of instru
mental music in worship, no aposde ever sanctioned 
it, no New Testament writer ever authorized it and 
no apostolic church ever used it! 

Q "Would you please comment on the difference 
between serving God and worshipping God?" 

A There is not nearly as much difference between 
these concepts as many today apparently be

lieve. Occasionally, we see over the entrance to a 
church auditorium these words, "Enter to worship 
and leave to serve." This concept results from igno
rance of what the New Testament teaches about ser
vice and worship to God. It is not possible properly 
to make the distinction the above alluded to concept 
implies. 

The word "worship" often occurs in the Bible. 
Nearly a dozen-and-a-half Greek and Hebrew terms 
are used to reflect some aspect of the matter. The 
most common of these is proskuneoo, literally, to 
kiss the hand toward, and, in use, to signify devo
tion, adoration, and love. Its first occurrence in the 
New Testament is in Matt. 2:2, and very often there
after; and, in the American Standard Version there is 
a footnote to Matt. 2:2 (and frequent references to 
this note in subsequent appearances of the term), 
which contains an excellent definition of the word: 
"The Greek word denotes an act of reverence 
whether paid to a creature (see ch. 4:9; 18:26), or to 
the Creator (see ch. 4:1 0)." 

It should be noted that worship consists of acts 
of reverence not merely reverence -- thus emphasiz
ing that it involves vasdy more than a disposition of 
heart and mind. It is not enough simply to be wor
shipful in spirit; we must allow this disposition to 
find expression in acts of reverence, acts, of course, 
approved of God (Acts 2:42). 

It follows, therefore, that there is very definitely 
service involved in our devotions to Jehovah. Inas
much as he has commanded us to worship him 
(Matt. 4:10; John 4:24; cf. Rev. 22:9), we are en
gaged in service to God when we thus do. 

It is worthy of note that another Greek word 

28 J..:~und!~!! 

(latreuoo) whence our English word liturgy comes, 
means "divine service," and is often applied to the 
duties of the Jewish priests, in their work, under the 
old order. They were typical of Christians today who 
are also engaged in divine service to Jehovah (1 Pet. 
2:9; and cf. Rom. 12: 1). We serve God in worship
ping him. 

On the other hand, there is very definitely rever
ence, respect, and adoration involved in acts of 
Christian worship. When, for example, a basket of 
food is carried to a needy family, the action is 
grounded in the concept of service, but it is done out 
of regard for our relationship to God, and to this ex
tent involves an act of worship. Therefore, we wor
ship God, in serving others!1 

But, we must keep this concept within proper 
scriptural limits - not always done today. Some are 
suggesting that because there is an element of wor
ship in all service, worship is not limited in time or 
place, and that it is not correct to speak of "acts" of 
worship performed "in church." This view over
looks the fact that in the broader aspects of the mat
ter we do indeed worship and serve God, if we are 
his faithful children, always and everywhere. But 
there is also a more narrow and restricted sense in 
which we are commanded to engage in specific acts 
in an assembled capacity, which cannot be per
formed acceptably in any other fashion. The early 
disciples "continued steadfastly in the aposdes' 
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread 
and the prayers" (Acts 2:42). Five items are specified 
or implied here, teaching, singing, the contribution, 
the Lord's supper, and prayer (Eph. 5:18-19); and 
these are essential to acceptable worship on the 
Lord's day (1 Cor. 16:1-2; Acts 20:7; Heb. 10:25.) 
Observe that these acts were thus engaged in accord
ing to "the apostles' teaching," who, in turn, were 
instructed to teach these matters to all who were dis
ciples. We thus have both apostolic example and di
vine command for the observance of these "acts" in 
the church in Lord's day worship. (Matt. 28:18-20.) 

1 Editor•s comment: brother Woods unders'tood 
that in the command given in james 1:27 ("Pure 
religion and undefiled before our God and Father 
is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world") that the Greek word translated reli
gion (threskeia) means, "ceremonial observance: 
KJV- religion, worshipping." Hence we worship 
when we serve the poor- it is service of worship 
- or worship of service. 
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-England-
cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God"' 

-Aiaska
Anc:horage-78oo Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. ContactWm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-70~?; ~coc@juno.com 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-49~!-. •• 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 ~one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 ..... 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Arkansas
Jonesboro- Downtown Church of Christ, 2001 
West Washington, 72401. (870) 932-1643. 
Sun~ 9,10 a.m., 5 p.m. CST, 6 p.m. DST, Wed. 7 
p.m. J. K. Gossett, preacher, (870) 932-4328. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

Seal Beach - Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. ..... 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted Parks. Come worship with us. 

Visalia - West Vi sail; ·church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
pmdler. Home of Greater Vasalia Firm 
Foruulation Lectureship 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of At!'!'!~! of THE Faith. 
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia - Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 ..... 
Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister •••••• 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake F~r~;tchurch of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. ..... 
Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south~! J-?} off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 ..... 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Orange Park- Lake;id; Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 ..... 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). ..... 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tonr."!!l!iams, youth minister. 

Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) ..... 
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m~ ~~~~Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

• •••• 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Adanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest Lecture
ship. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bronson Osric, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 Middle
belt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 off., 261-
4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlebelt Rd 
(6 mi.), rt. 2 biles. http://www.garden-city-coc.org 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 7~~;1J.84, 722-1871. 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

-· Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven - Southa;;~ Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334 3866. 

Farmington - Sunny • vi:w Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z • 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

-Nevada-
Boulder City - Boulder City Church of Christ, 
845 Cottonwood 89005. (702) 293-4019. Sun. 
9:30,10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (702) 293-
4504 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Titde, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm Foundation Lectureship. 

Dayton - Overlook ·ch~rch of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 
Fairborn, near Day;~.; • :0d Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

li:~uncJ!~!! 29 



-Oklahoma-
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. • •••• 
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.ni. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Finn Form
dtation Lectureship. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Finn Foun
dtation Lectureship. 

••••• 
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. ••••• 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. ..... 
Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 363-
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. 

Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central Tex~. ~C.!'Jrcship 

Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. lOS 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. tO a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 

Denton-Pearl Strec: Ch~;ch of Christ, 312 Pearl 
St., 76201.(817)387-3531.Sun9, 10a.m.,6p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. http://www.pcarlstreet.org 

Houston - Fleetwoc:d Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. 

. . .... 
Huntsville -1380 Fish Hatchery Rd., Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (409) 438-8202 

••••• Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. ••••• 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. {Buster) Dobbs, preacher. ..... 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

••••• 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. tO, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

••••• 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

• •••• 
Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk&: Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 ..... 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, 
R.igo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

••••• 

San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. D~U 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 ..... 
Schertz- Church of Christ, 501 Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. . .... 

- Virginia --
Bristol- East Bristol Church of Christ, 340 Bon
ham Rd., 24203.1 mile offl-81 atexit7. Sun. tO, 
11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Clifford Newell Jr., 
min. (H) (540) 466-0950, (0) (540) 669-6221. 

Christiansburg- ~C:id: Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office)~ 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Hampton - Hampt:,r. • l:Lurch of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(157) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbakc@olywa.nct, C. J. Moffit, evangcliiL 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc -Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, '421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

• •••• 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

New Address? 
••••• f 

Mt. Juliet _ The Villages Church of Christ, 436 San Antonio - Shenandoah Church o Christ, 
Please notify us 

Belinda Plcway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
N hvill S 9 10 6 W d 7 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 7743o-oo69 
jprophet@ republic. net 

1-888-367-6216 
as c. un. , a.m., p.m, e • p.m. ld lk h 

Wayne Coats, preacher. Dona Wa er, preac er. ...... 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher -
Home of the Great Smoky Mountains Firm 
Foundation Lectureship. 

-Texas-
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the Annual South-west 
Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
'"The Word of Life,• KLBJ 590 AM, Sun., 7:06-
7:30a.m. ..... 
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web. wt.net/-dgal 
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Fine Linen 
by Nelda Clark 

-Excellent for ladies class studies-

$4.00 plus shipping and handling 

Order from Firm Foundation 

1·888·367-6216 



CLASSIFIED 
Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 
Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be received 
6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Godhead (1998), 
The Two Covenants (1996) $15.00; Dangerous 
'Isms (1997) $14.50; The Major Prophets (1995), 
The Providence of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophets (1990) S 12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping &: 
handling on single book orders. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. 

Preachers Wanted 
Central Arkansas congregation scripturally 
organized with elders and deacons; regular 
attendance around 400. Seeking pulpit minister. 
Submit resume, Downtown Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 614, Morrilton, AR 72110. (501) 354-2323. 
Email, church@cyberback.com; fax (501) 354-
0661. Homepage: http://www.cyberback.com/ 
-church/ 

Northeast Oklahoma congregation of 330 members 
has immediate need for experienced, Bible-centered 
man to work with active parent group in well
established youth program. Will coordinate 
education program. Approx. age 30-40 years. Prefer 
married man. Send r&umc! to Central Church of 
Christ, 319 E. Blue Starr Dr., Claremore, OK 
74017. (918) 341-0531; 341-6804 (elder). 

Education minister needed for congregation of 
approx. 500 members. Please send r&umc! to Elders, 
Southgate Church of Christ, 528 Country Club 
Rd., San Angelo, TX 76904. 

Small congregation (about 35 members) in north 
central Florida is looking for a preacher. Will supply 
modem 3-bedroom house plus utilities and small 
salary. Interlachen Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
1884, Interlachen, FL 32148. (904) 684-2824. 

Minister wanted. Congregation of approx. 100 
seeking experience, sound, mature evangelist. Salary 
provided. Send rc!sumc! with references to: Jesse 
Hight, Lantana Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2686, 
Crossville, TN 38557 

Sound, conservative, full-time minister desired for 
self-supporting congregation of about SO. Write to 
Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., 
Dayton, OH 45431. Attn. F. Fry or D. Hampton, 
or call (937) 233-0967 after 3 p.m. 

Congregation of 60+ with a pulpit and large 3-
bedroom house to filL Looking for a well-motivated, 
spiritually minded minister with family to join our 
family here in Aberdeen, W A. Send r&umc! and 
video or audio tape to Church of Christ, 5121 
Olympic Hwy., Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Associate minister needed: growing congregation 
of 250 needs a man to take a good education 
program and make it top-notch, also to take a 
good youth program and make it excellent. 
Experience necessary. Send rc!sumc! to Eastside 
Church of Christ, 9030 NE Glisan, Portland, OR 
97220. 

Full-time sound, conservative minister wanted. 
Congregation est. for 35 yrs, ave. attendance 120, 
no elders. Supports missionaries and benevolent 

work, active youth group. Full support provided. 
Send rc!sumc! to Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 30680; (770) 867-5511. 

Pulpit minister needed for congregation of 600+ 
in Texarkana, TX. Located off 1-30 between Dallas 
and Little Rock in a fast-growing community. The 
Walnut Street congregation is on the grow and on 
the go for God, committed to sound teaching and 
fulfilling the great commission. We are seeking an 
experienced and skilled pulpit preacher to join our 
ministers team with outreach and youth. Plans are 
underway to completely relocate from downtown 
to a more rapidly growing section of the city. Send 
letters of application, r~sum~, tape, statement of 
ministry philosophy to Elders, P.O. Box 1075, 
Texarkana, TX 75504. For more information call 
(903) 793-6753. 

Full-time pulpit minister needed. Mature age, good 
leadership qualities, personal work experience in 
church and community, active with young people. 
Church of Christ, 4000 48th St., Moline, IL 61265. 
Members 100+, no elders. Contact Dave Kirchner 
(309) 787-2478; Doug Shackleford (309) 786-
8718; jfshack@aol.com; office (309) 797-5433. 

For Sale 
Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and HeiU (1994)- $17.50 A 
Handbook on Bible Translation (1995)- $21.75. 
Balanced Christianity: Maintaining Biblical Balatu:e 
(1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah Church of 

Miscellaneous 
Northeast Texas Bible Lectureship, February 25-
28, 1999, Thur. 9 a.m.- Sun. 6 p.m. The Bible's 
Guidance for the Home. (26 lessons). Saturday, 
Feb. 27, Youth Day- bring buses and van loads. 
Church of Christ, 5th&: Lide St., Talco, Texas. 
Support needed: Needing full support to begin a 
new work in Wisconsin town of 20,000 people, 
presently no Christians there. I have preached for 
23 years, 11 years in Wisconsin. 1975 graduate of 
the Sunset School of Preaching. I would like to 
begin by next June or July. Contact Joe D. Mitchel~ 
500 South Peach Ave., Marshfield, WI 54449. (715) 
389-1754. E-mail joe_mitchell@juno.com 

Thinking about attending a school of preaching? 
Call toll-free 1-800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our free 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will be glad you did. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The 
Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 
1-2 Inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you 
would like to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be re
set to comply with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with 

the overall appearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank 

you! 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-G069 

(888} 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (409} 553-3721 • Jprophet@republlc.net 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. on CD·ROM ••••••••••••..••••••••••• $149.95 
• Contains all 14 of his books 
• Articles by him from 

a Gospel Advocate 
• Gospel Guardian 
11 Bible Banner 
a Torch 
• King James Bible 

Audio Cassette Sermon Album Volume 1-4 by Foy E. Wallace .Jr. 
• 4-tape set ..•.......••..........•.•.••.•......••••.••••••••.••••.•....•..•..•....•.••.•...•.•••...••.••..••• $59.95 
• Each volume sold separately .•.••••••••••••.•••.•••..•.•.•..•...•....•••..•...•.•••..•.•..•.•••..• 15.95 

Books available by Foy E. Wallace .Jr. 

• The One Book •••..•....••••••.•..•.••.•.•..•.•.••••.....•...•....•..•.•.•••.•.•••...••.••..••.••.•••••.• $19.95 

• God's Prophetic Word ..•..•..•....•.............•............••............................•.••.••••.• 18.95 

• The Book of Revelation .......•..•.•.....•.....•..•........•......•......................•...•....... 16.95 

• The Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit ................................................. 9.95 

a The Gospel for Today .•......•................•....•.•..•....•.•..•..•..••.••..•...•..•••••...••••.••.• 22.95 

• An Evaluation of the New International Version ........................................... 8.95 

• The Truth about the Revised Standard Version ........................................... 8.95 

• Current Issues .•.•..•..•..•..•..•.••••..••...•..•.....•.....••...•...••.•.....•..•••••.•••••••••••.•••••.•••• 4.95 

• Commentary/Romans, Galatians & Ephesians .......................................... 17.95 

Order from 
Firm Foundation 
1-800-572-3619 
Send no money. We will bill you cost plus shipping and handling charges. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
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Knowing Truth 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Knowing truth makes you free Uohn 8:32). 
Saints acknowledge this premise and strenu
ously defend it. Gallant men boldly cham

pion the concept of objective truth and man's ability 
to know it, because Bible writers tell us we can read 
and understand what the Holy Spirit has moved in
spired men to write (Eph. 3 :4; 5: 17). By faith we un
derstand (Heb. 11 :3). 

Yet, we face a problem ascertaining truth. We 
must determine how to get to it. This is often diffi
cult to do. Clear thinking and diligent effort are re
quired (2 Tim. 2:15). Discovering and holding to 
truth may spark confrontation. 

Satan hates truth and everyone who espouses it, 
seeing he is a liar and the father thereof Uohn 8:44). 
But Satan may not be our most dangerous opponent 
in this matter. Men of faith know the Devil is cun
ning and dangerous. They are more seriously threat
ened by unwitting proponents of error, men who es
pouse untruth in ignorance. 

The work of discovering and maintaining truth 
is not for fainthearted, intellectually lazy people. It is 
for men of honor, courage, diligence, and dedica
tion. But how do you get to truth? It is impossible to 
reach a destination without a clue about the proper 
route. Ascertaining spiritual truth is no different. To 
avoid being hopelessly lost, you must know which 
paths to take and which ones to avoid. 

Consider how not to arrive at spiritual truth. You 

do not arrive at truth by consulting "faithful" breth
ren. Not everyone claiming to be "faithful" is faith
ful. Even a "faithful" brother can be wrong. 

One should be true to his convictions and sin
cerely contend for them. But having faith in a propo
sition and sincerely arguing its merits does not as
sure its validity. A proposition is true only if it is, in 
fact, true. All the "faithful" brethren in the world 
contending for a false premise cannot make it so. As
serting that "faithful brethren say so" to bolster a 
position proves exactly nothing. 

Who identifies the "faithful" brethren, and how is 
the determination made? It is not determined by do
ing a head-count of your running buddies, golfing 
partners, and fellow fishermen. Nor is it determined a 
nose-count of editors, lectureship directors, preach
ing school directors, university presidents and Bible 
faculty members. "Faithful" brethren have never 
been the source of authority in the church of Christ. 
May God grant they never shall be the standard of 
truth. 

Displays of machismo do not insure the truthful
ness of one's position. A belligerent attitude, raised 
voice, clenched jaw, scowling face, and prating like a 
gamecock no more establishes the validity of a posi
tion than a baboon beating his chest and showing his 
teeth establishes his dominance. Such a display may 
convince the baboon he has carried the day, until he 
is crushed beneath the foot of a bull-elephant. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Holy and Unholy 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Tongue hanging out. Hands flung wide. A 
man catches her under the arms to keep 
her from falling on the floor. The right 

leg bent under her to support some of the 
weight. Left foot above her head, and her 
stockinged inner legs visible from the sole of 
the foot to the crotch. This picture was recently 
printed in Abilene's daily newspaper. 1 

The caption under the picture said that the 
man and woman "are ACU seniors" (Abilene-Reporter News, Sun
day, December 6, 1998, Section B, page 1). You can almost hear 
the reporter, Greg Jaklewicz, chortle as he calls attention again 
and again to the fact that students from Abilene Christian Univer
sity are swing-dancing on a regular basis at the Windsor Hotel in 
Abilene to the music of "Big Bad Voodoo Daddy." 

Some months ago the Firm Foundation reported that ACU's 
president, Royce Money, said that off-campus activities of stu
dents at ACU would no longer be monitored, making the kids free 
to hotfoot it to the barrooms and dance halls of Abilene. 

We wonder now what difference there is between ACU and 
State Universities? The answer is: Not any difference as regards 
morals but a tremendous difference as regards education - with 
the State schools coming out ahead. 

Students at ACU learn that organic evolution is a viable expla
nation for the origin of the species, that the Bible is unreliable and 
full of mistakes, that it is wrong to judge some things to be 
naughty and other things to be nice, grace exempts from law, sin is 
non-existent, the denominations are all right (including Catholi
cism), and parents are yokels. Some of them run wild, drink whis
key, dance all night, and no one says a word against it because, 
you see, it is wrong to judge. 

Once again we challenge ACU (and David Lipscomb and Pep
perdine) to make a definitive statement that the Bible is verbally 
inspired, and that faith, baptism, and the church are one. We call 
on these schools to make a precise statement that th~ use of in
strumental music in worship and praise of God is sin, denomina
tionalism (religious-division) is wicked, and turning the assembly
worship into a charismatic circus is objectionable. We beg them 

1If you would like to see a black and white photocopy of the pic
ture, send the request to Firm Foundation Publishing House, P. 
0. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269-0192 



to say that the Bible is the verbally inspired Word of the living 
God and is therefore without mistake in its original manuscripts. 

We also challenge these schools to say why any discerning par
ent should pay a premium to send their young'uns to ACU, or 
David Lipscomb when they can get a better education at other in
stitutions for less money, and in some cases the moral climate is 
better, or at least as good? 

Where is the board of directors? 
Where are the parents? 
Bible writers warn us to make a difference between the holy 

and the profane (Ezek. 22:26, 44:17-31). The Law of Moses re
quired the people to know the "distinction between the holy and 
the common, and between the unclean and the clean" (Lev. 
10:10). Some things are precious and other things are vile Uer. 
15:19). 

Some, honest and well-meaning people, attempting to distin
guish between the secular and the sacred, have jumped to the con
clusion that if a thing has to do with earth it can have no connec
tion with heaven. They think Ezekiel was drawing a dichotomy 
between ethereal things and ordinary things. 

·The Bible· says the mammon of unrighteousness may be used 
to·buy eternal friends (Luke 16:9). There may not be as much dif
ference between the sacred and the secular as some people appear 
to think. The two are intertwined. Things of time minister to 
things of eternity (Matt 6:19-21). Bible principles should influ
ence the whole of life. 

Ezekiel 22:26 and Ezekiel 44:17-31 speak of moral corrup
tion and not of the difference between the sacred and the secular. 
The word secular does not appear in our English translations of 
the Bible, though· the idea is there. Ezekiel is telling the priests to 
teach the people the law of God and help them to understand the 
difference between the good and the bad, the true and the false, 
the pure and impure, the right and wrong. He is distinctly not 
talking about the spiritual and the secular. 

Lewd and vulgar dancing is the kind of thing Ezekiel had in 
mind when he talked about the holy and the unholy. "And they 
shall teach my people the difference between the holy and the 
common, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the 
clean" (Ezek 44:23). 

It is a misunderstanding of the verse to try to make it apply to 
the difference between formal, assembly-worship, and earning 
your living, or engaging in recreation. 

·In the· church all the members are "priests" ( 1 Pet. 2:5; Rev. 
1:6; 5:10; 20:6). The directions for maintaining the holiness of 
the "priesthood" in the Christian system represent the necessity 
for holiness in all Christians. The exclusion of the "uncircumcised 
in heart and in flesh" from the kingdom of heaven is equivalent to 
the exclusion of "all that defileth" from the New Jerusalem (Rev. 
21:27). 

The rule of discriminating between the holy and the unholy 
extends, of course, to insisting upon healthful teaching and con-
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demning unsound doctrine. 
Holding to the faithful word which is according 
to the teaching, that he may be able to exhort in 
the sound doctrine, and to convict the gainsay
ers. For there are many unruly men, vain talkers 
and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision, 
whose mouths must be stopped; men who over
throw whole houses, teaching things which they 
ought not, for filthy lucre's sake (Titus 1:9-11). 

The child of God must not allow false teaching 
to go unchallenged and uncorrected. It is holy to be 
"set for the defense of the gospel," and unholy not 
to expose error, because the believer is sanctified by 
truth and through faith in Jesus. 

The saved of earth are a holy, royal priesthood. 
They are the property of God (1 Cor. 3:9). Having 
an inheritance in God they are the inheritance of 
God (Eph. 1:14, 18). They have been bought with a 
price and are to glorify God (1 Cor. 6: 19-20). The 
redeemed are dedicated solemnly to the service of 
God and the goal of heaven. They are the 
bondservants of righteousness. 

4 

Even so reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
unto sin, but alive unto God in Christ jesus. Let 
not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that 
ye should obey the lusts thereof: neither present 
your members unto sin as instruments of un
righteousness; but present yourselves unto God, 
as alive from the dead, and your members as in
struments of righteousness unto God. For sin 
shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under law, but under grace. What then? shall we 
sin, because we are not under law, but under 
grace? God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom 
ye present yourselves as servants unto obedi
ence, his servants ye are whom ye obey; whether 
of sin unto death, or of obedience ~nto righ
teousness? But thanks be to God, that, whereas 
ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient 
from the heart to that form of teaching where
unto ye were delivered; and being made free 
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from sin, ye became servants of righteousness 
(Rom. 6:11-18). 

Saints are the slaves of Christ and. therefore 
slaves to right teaching and right practice. They once 
were slaves of sin, but are now the chattel of Jesus. 
They give themselves wholly to him at all times and 
in every place. 

All to Jesus I surrender, 
All to him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust him, 
In his presence daily live. 

A gracious God gave his unique son to die in our 
stead. The son was willing to endure the rigors of 
Calvary as a sacrifice for our sins. · 

Wherefore also he is able to save to the utter
most them that draw near unto God through 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them. For such a high priest became us, holy, 
guileless, undeftled, separated from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens; who needeth not 
daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacri
fices, first for his own sins, and then for the sins 
of the people: for this he did once for an; when 
he offered up himself (Heb. 7:25-27). 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mer- . 
cies of God, to present your bodies a living sac
rifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service. And be not fashioned accord
ing to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, and ye may prove what 
is the good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God (Rom. 12:1-2). 

The Holy Spirit, through the pen of Paul, defines 
spiritual service. In view of the mercies of God ijohn 
3:16), he tells us to offer our bodies a living sacri
fice, which is (now, he is about to tell us· what the liv
ing sacrifice is ... of what it consists ... of its nature) 
which is spiritual service. The living sacrifice is ser
vice. Sacrifice connotes worship. The presenting our 
very souls to God as a sacrifice is worship. That is 
what it is! Paul said so. 

It is an attitude of "have thine own way Lord .. . 
I am thine 0 Lord ... I'll never forsake my Lord .. . 
nearer my God to Thee." And "take my life and let it 
be consecrated Lord, to thee; take my moments and 
my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise." It is say
ing to God, "take my feet, my lips, my intellect, my 
heart, my very self ... and I will be.ever.only.all for 
thee!" · . 

This is what our dear young people ought to be· 
taught and it is what they ought to be doing - not 
kicking their heels up and showing their undergar
ments. 



The born again are called through the gospel to 
"lay aside every weight, and the sin which does so 
easily beset" until at last they "rest from their labors, 
for their works follow with them." 

Build thee more stately mansions, 0 my soul 
As the swift seasons roll! 
Leave thy low-vaulted past! 
Let each new temple, nobler than the last, 
Shut thee from heaven with a dome more vast, 
Till thou at length art free, 
Leaving thine outgrown shell by life's unresting 
sea. 

(The Chambered Nautilus 

Knowing Truth 
(continued from page 1) 

Truth is not established by a council or confer
ence, even if it claims to be composed of "Christian 
Scholars." Men occupying responsible positions 
should be esteemed, but nobody died and left them 
in charge of God's church. The Kingdom's agenda is 
not set by a group of men meeting in conference at a 
lectureship! Questions of truth are not settled for the 
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Still, if a group comes together for the purpose 
of discussing and examining - even arguing (put
ting forth reasons for and against) - the teaching of 
scripture for the purpose of coming to a more per
fect understanding of the Bible, it has merit and 
value, so long as the final authority is the Word of 
God and not the word of man. 

Truth is discovered by men possessed of open 
minds and honest hearts diligently studying God's 
Word (2 Tim. 2: 15). The Bible is the rule of faith 
and practice in the church of Christ. The Bible 
rightly divided establishes spiritual truth. It is the 
only source of all spiritual truth ijohn 17:17). 

The Bible will judge us in the last day 0 ohn 
12:48; Rev. 20: 12). It is more than adequate to 
pierce to the core of any spiritual question (Heb. 
4: 12). It alone equips God's man to every good 
work (2 Tim. 3:16,17). 

The Firm Foundation is committed to the Bible, 
and will continue to speak where it speaks and re
main silent where it is silent. It is committed to the 
restoration of the ancient faith, and will accept no 
doctrine other than that which can be read in the 
Bible. We need no reproof other than that the Holy 
Spirit has given, nor any correction other than that 
penned by inspiration. We need no instruction in 
righteousness, but that found in God's Word. 

We call on believers everywhere to stand upon 
the Word of God as our only creed, so that we might 
form a solid phalanx against the tidal wave of infi
delity. We want to be able to place our finger upon 
the chapter and verse on which our eternal hope 
rests. We urge men to accept no leader but Christ; 
subscribe to no discipline, prayer book, or confes
sion of faith but God's Word. We beg them to be 
nothing but Christians; do nothing other than that 
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which they know God demands. We plead with them 
to practice only those things authorized by the Lord. 

We ask our friends to bring anything the Bible 
requires, which we are neglecting, to our attention. 
We also plead that they point out anything we prac
tice which the Bible does not authorize, pledging to 
correct it as soon as possible. But we demand Bible 
correction. We must have biblical reasons based on 
solid exegesis. 

We urge people to come to God on his terms, ac
cept what he said, believe what he taught, and become 
what he requires. We are set for the defense of the 
gospel (Phil. 1: 17), but we refuse to mar Christian 
fellowship by participating in senseless controversies. 

We know the war with evil will be quickly lost if 
we adopt a belligerent spirit and become embroiled in 
silly squabbles over stupid questions. Too often Chris
tians plunge into foolish arguments while the citadel 
of faith bums. Solomon said, "Cast out the scorner, 
and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach 
shall cease" (Prov. 22:10). Paul ordered Titus to care
~_lly maintain good works that were p~ofi~aJ,le (Titus 
3:8). He strictly forbade involvement with foolish 
questions, genealogies, and contentions about the 
law, because they were unprofitable (Titus 3:9). 

Avoidance of such questions was ordered not be
cause there was no truthful answer. They were to be 
avoided because they were "unprofitable and vain." 
The Firm Foundation is determined to avoid vain 
controversies. 

Remind them of these things, charging them be- · 
fore the Lord not to strive about words to no 
profit, to the ruin of the hearers. Be diligent to 
present yourself approved to God, a worker 
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly divid
ing the word of truth. But shun profane and vain 
babblings, for they will increase to more ungod
liness. And their message will spread like cancer 
(2 Tim. 2:16-17a NKJV). 

Robert~s Rules of Order says that you should 
never enter into a controversy with a man not re
spected as an honorable equal. It is necessary and 
proper to refuse to become embroiled in conflicts 
with men who demonstrate a mean spirit, poor man
ners, dishonest dealings, and profound ignorance of 
the matters disputed. 

The Firm Foundation stands ready to strike 
hands with all who are willing to stand on the safe 
sure ground of Bible authority. How say you? ' 
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To Die Is Gain 

W Ray Duncan, a great soldier of the cross, 
has gone to be at home with the Lord. He 
died November 14 following a stroke, at 

age 87. The funeral was conducted at the Corder 
Road Church of Christ in Warner Robins, Ga., No
vember 18. 

He leaves behind his wife of 71 years, Lucilie, 
and two children, Melba Sampson and Ray Gerald 
Duncan, nine grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren 
and 2 great-great-grandchildren. Brother Duncan 
will be missed, grieved and remembered. ~He will be 
remembered, by his family, friends, the church in 
Warner Robins, our brotherhood, and the commu
nity. His work as "Quizmaster" on the "Know Your 
Bible" television program brought him instant rec
ognition in middle Georgia. He will also be remem
ber~d by those reached by the pow~r o_f the gospel of 
Chrtst he preached. · ... ··· ·-" ''"' 

Brother Duncan started preaching in Nashville 
Tennessee about 1930. He preached for small 
churches in the area while managing a Kroger store. 
In about 1939 he began his first full time work with 
the Goodlettsville, Tn church. He moved to Cincin
nati, Ohio in 1942. While there he attended the Uni
versity of Cincinnati where he received a degree in 
Hebrew and Greek. From there he moved to Miami 
Florida, and then to Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The church 
sent him and Lucille to Tripoli, Mrica for two years. 

He came back to Tuscaloosa for a time and then 
moved to San Diego, Calif9rnia. In ·1971 he and 
Lucille moved to Warner Robins. to work with the 
church. He was pulpit minister until 1979. He con
ducted the television program "Know Your Bible" on 
two different stations during those years~ · · · 

Brother and Sister Duncan celebrated tl~~ir. 71st 
year of marriage in October this year. They· a~e an 
example to all o( true commitment in marriage and 
to the Lord. ·. 

Brother Duncan was a powerful preacher. He had 
a brilliant mind and could answer. Bible questions in~ 
stantly .. He loved ~i~dles. He was an example of the 
great Bt~le-memortz~ng and Bible-~uoting prea~hers 
of a prevtous generatton. W. Ray Duncan home at last. 

Lindell R. Doty,· Minister 
Church of Christ 

1947 Watson Blvd., Wamer Robins, Ga 31093 
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Instrumental Music in Worship 
of God Is Sin 

By Randy Reagan 

As is the case with any biblical study, it is im
perative that we begin by understanding what 
the Bible defines as our terms with which we 

are posing the question. So in order that we under
stand what precisely we are discussing, let us ask 
these questions and get the biblical answer: 

What is sin? 
"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the 
law: for sin is the transgression of the law" (1 John 
3:4). 

Are we under any law? Yes. 
"Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ" (Gal. 6:2). 

Are there diHerent ways 
In which I can transgress the law? Yes. 

"You shall not add to the word which I command 
you, nor take from it, that you may keep the com
mandments of the LORD your God which I com
mand you" (Deut. 4:2). 

For I testify to everyone who hears the words of 
the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to 
these things. God will add to him the plagues 
that are written in this book; and if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this proph
ecy, God shall take away his part from the Book 
of Life, from the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book (Rev. 22:18-19). 

All things we do as Christians must be done with 
God's authority ("And whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him" [Col. 3: 17]). 

When considering what we do or do not do in 
wo.rship, we must consider how God views his wor
ship by his people. We should turn to the Old Testa
ment to begin with to establish God's requirements 
for our worship. ("Therefore the law was our tutor to 
bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 
But after faith has come, we are no longer under a 
tutor" [Gal. 3:24 -25]; "For whatever things were 
written before were written for our learning, that we 
through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures 

might have hope" [Rom. 15:4]). The KingJames Ver
sion of Galatians 3 :24-25 refers to the law as our 
schoolmaster. It is obvious, Paul, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, expected us to learn from those things written 
before: the Old Testament. While no longer under the 
old law, we can learn much about God and his nature 
from its study. Let's examine three Old Testament 
examples which shed light on our question. 

1. Cain - the Bible says that God did not accept 
Cain's offering (Gen. 4 :5). He told Cain that his offer
ing would be accepted if he "did well" (Gen. 4:7). In 
this same verse God said "if you do not do well, sin lies 
at the door." Cain had worshiped God. Why would 
God not accept his worship? The answer lies in the 
book of Hebrews. In Hebrews 11 :4, the Bible says, 
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"By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacri
fice than Cain, through which he obtained witness 
that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts." We 
know that "faith cometh by hearing and hearing by 
the Word of God" (Rom. 10:17). Two people came 
before God, both to worship him. One was accepted. 
One was not accepted. One obeyed God, acting by 
faith, in his worship. One did not obey God and his 
offering was refused. The lesson: God will only accept 
worship that is offered according to his Word. 

2. Moses - God commanded Moses upon hear
ing the children of Israel complain concerning a lack 
of water to strike the rock and bring forth water. 

And the people thirsted there for water, and the 
people complained against Moses, and said, 
Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and our livestock 
with thirst? So Moses cried out to the LORD, 
saying, What sh~lll do with this people? They 
are almost ready to stone me! And the LORD 
said to Moses, Go on before the people, and 
take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also 
take in your hand your rod with which you 
struck the river, and go. Behold, I will stand be
fore you there on the rock in Horeb; and you 
shall strike the rode, and water will come out of 
it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so 
in the sight of the elders of Israel (Ex. 17:3-6). 

Moses did as God commanded him and the 
people had water. On a second occasion, the chil
dren of Israel again complained of a lack of water. 
This time, God told Moses to speak to the rock. 
Moses instead struck the rock. For this, he was de
nied entrance into the Promised Land. 

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, Take the 
rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the con-
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gregation together. Speak to the rock before their 
eyes, and it will yield its water; thus you shall 
bring water for them out of the rock, and give 
drink to the congregation and their animals. So 
Moses took the rod from before the LORD as He 
commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gath
ered the assembly together before the rock; and 
he said to them, Hear now, you rebels! Must we 
bring water for you out of this rock? Then Moses 
lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his 
rod; and water came out abundantly, and the con
gregation and their animals drank. Then the 
LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, Because you 
did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of 
the children of Israel, therefore you shall not 
bring this assembly into the land which I have 
given them (Num. 20:7-12). 

There is no doubt that God commanded Moses 
to strike the rock the first time he brought forth the 
water. There is no doubt God told Moses to speak to 
the rock the second time. God did not tell Moses not 
to strike the rock the second time. He did tell him 
what to do and expected him to follow those direc
tions explicidy. Because Moses did not do precisely 
as God instructed regardless of previous experience, 
Moses did not go into the Promised Land. 

Then the LORD said to him, 'This is the land of 
which I swore to give Abraham, Isaac, and Ja
cob, saying, I will give it to your descendants. I 
have caused you to see it with your eyes, but you 
shall not cross over there. So Moses the servant 
of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of the LORD. And He 
buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, op
posite Beth Peor; but no one knows his grave to 
this day (Deut. 34:4-6). 

No matter how sorry we feel for Moses, no mat
ter how much we think that he should have been al
lowed to enter the Promised Land, God did not let 
him enter. Moses lost his promise because he did not 
do exacdy as God had commanded. 

3. Nadab and Abihu - The sons of Aaron, who 
were authorized to prepare the altar of the Lord for 
sacrifice, on the day they were authorized to sacrifice, 
at the authorized place for the sacrifice, with the au
thorized censor for the sacrifice, offered a fire which 
the Bible says God "had not commanded them" (Lev. 
10:1). God sent fire from heaven and consumed these 
young men (Lev. 10:2). There is absolutely no indica
tion that God had commanded them not to bring the 
"profane fire" to the altar. However, he had told them 
what to bring. Moses would tell Aaron, "This is what 
the LORD spoke, saying: By those who come near Me 
I must be regarded as holy; And before all the people 
I must be glorified. So Aaron held his peace" (Lev. 



10:3). By not following God's commandments explic
itly, they had not regarded God as holy and had not 
glorified him. The Lord told Aaron: 

Do not• drink wine or intoxicating drink, you, 
nor your sons with you, when you go into the 
tabernacle of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a 
statute forever throughout your generations, 
that you may distinguish between holy and un
holy, and between unclean and clean, and that 
you may teach the children of Israel all the stat
utes which the LORD has spoken to them by the 
hand of Moses (Lev. 10:9-11). 

This is a stern lesson showing the necessity to 
precisely obey God's commandments and instruc
tions. 

The New Testament reveals that God will not 
countenance disobedience. When he tells us to do 
something, he demands that we do exactly what he 
tells us to do in exactly the way he tells us to do it. 

Ananias and Sapphira are a lesson in the impor
tance of following God's rules exactly. They sold a 
possession and as commanded, gave to the Lord. 
They kept back a portion of what they had sold and 
brought the remainder. They were condemned by 
Peter for lying to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5 :3), and 
were struck dead (Acts 5:5, 10). Their hypocritical 
behavior did not pass unpunished. We must be pre
cise in doing the will of God. 

In 1 Corinthians 11 we are told in partaking of 
the Lord's supper to "let a man examine himself" (1 
Cor. 11 :28). Paul warns "for he who eats and drinks 
in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to 
himself, not discerning the Lord's body" (1 Cor. 
11:29). Obviously, God considers worship to him 
important and expects it to be done correctly. 

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth; for the Father is seeking such to wor
ship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth Uohn 
4:24). 

There are two kinds of music - and only two 
kinds. They are: instrumental and vocal. The New 
Testament tells us to sing in worship and praise of 
God (Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16-17; 1 Cor. 14:15). 
Since the New Testament is specific in telling us 
what kind of music to make in our worship of the 
Almighty One, we are limited to that .particular thing 
and nothing else. As an example, the Law of Moses 
told the Israelites at Passover to use a one year old 
spotless male lamb, whether of goats or sheep. That 
was specific. The Jews were limited in their Passover 
meal to the use of a lamb. God specified what he 

wanted and that eliminated everything else- the 
cow, the dog, the horse. It was not necessary for God 
to tell them not to offer some other kind of animal 
(and he did not do so) because he specified what was 
acceptable. To go beyond what is written is to be 
without God (2 John 1:9). 

Further, it is universally acknowledged that the 
first-century disciples did not use instruments of mu
sic in worship. The first instrument was introduced 
in the middle of the seventh century and it contrib
uted to a division that created the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Greek Orthodox Church. The 
Greek church does not use instrumental music in 
worship to this day. The Reformers of the sixteenth 
century (Luther, Knox, Swingli, and Calvin) did not 
use and opposed the use of instrumental music in 
Christian worship. 

We must obey God if we expect him to accept 
our sacrifice of praise in song. The command to sing 
includes vocal music and excludes the instrument. 
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Awe, Resped, and Love 
By Mark K. Lewis 

Has the world forgotten the meaning of rev
erence? In medieval times reverence was a 
popular concept because the society was hi

erarchical; emperors, kings, lords, dukes, counts, 
and bishops were all structurally arranged over the 
common man. He looked up to them, not only as his 
political superiors, but as his social betters. They of
ten literally had power of life and death over him, 
and he feared them, with respectful reverence. Yet, 
he was thankful to have a protector. And, it was 
natural for him to understand how he should rever
ence an Almighty God who was above even emper
ors and kings. 

In our democratic society, which teaches that "all 
men are created equal," we do not fully comprehend 
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this hierarchical arrangement. The masses rule now 
(theoretically), and the concept of someone, at least 
politically being superior to us, is foreign to us. I 
wonder if that, at least subconsciously, doesn't affect 
the way we approach our God. 

One interesting example of medieval "rever
ence" was found in their doctrine of the Eucharist, 
or the Lord's Supper. The medieval church believed 
in transubstantiation, that is, the conversion of the 
whole substance of the bread and wine into the 
whole substance of the body and blood of Jesus. Be
cause this doctrine was rooted in the now rejected 
ideas of Aristotelian physics, the Catholic Church to
day doesn't like the term transubstantiation, and 
speaks only of a "mysterious and radical change" 
that takes place, rather than try to explain how the 
change takes place. 

Be that as it may, medieval man was awed at the 
fact that he was in the real, physical presence of the 
Savior; only the priest, of course, could handle the 
bread and wine. By the thirteenth century, the priest 
stood with his back to the congregation, often be
hind a screen that partly or wholly blocked their 
view. He spoke in Latin, his voice lowered to a whis
per at particularly solemn moments in the ceremony. 
All this was done out of great reverence because of 
the awesome fact that they thought themselves to be 
in the physical presence of the Savior. 

What is further interesting is the preparation 
that the church required of people before they could 
even partake of the communion. One was not sup
pose to come in, sit, pass the elements with hardly a 
thought, and then go home. As early as the seventh 
or eighth century, the church demanded people to 
prepare themselves carefully to receive the conse
crated bread and wine. While details varied from 
place to place usually the preparation involved the 
confession of sins, sexual abstinence for several days, 
fasting, the forgiving of one's enemies, and perhaps 
even a bath. A person was to realize that he was 
coming into the very presence of the Son of God, an 
event not to be approached flippantly, light
heartedly, or with no. thought or preparation. There 



is no doubt that many people were still flippant, but 
the idea was, and is, worthwhile, that we need to re
alize that approaching the Almighty is not something 
to be taken lightly or commonly. 

Transubstantiation is not a biblical doctrine, and, 
as noted, even the Catholic Church is backing away 
from it. But the Lord's Supper, to be taken weekly by 
Christians (Acts 20:7), is still a solemn event that re
quires the greatest of respect from humans. It is a 
representation of the body and blood of the Lord 
Jesus (1 Cor. 11:24-25)), a reminder of what he did 
for us on Calvary. The Lord's Supper is not for chil
dren, or for non-Christians; it is a communion be
tween the Lord and his people, 'those who have con
tacted his blood through baptism, and it is a con
tinual reminder of that blood that forgives. Surely 
sinners such as we should reverence this event, yes, 
and all of assembly-worship. 

Still, we are to "draw near with boldness unto 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and 
may find grace to help us in time of need" (Heb 
4: 16). 

How do we approach assembly-worship? Maybe 

a little more reverence would do us some good; to 
remember that while, politically, we may all be 
democrats, theologically we operate under a Mon
arch, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords (1 Tim. 
6:15). We are miserable, wretched sinners in desper
ate need of the grace and mercy of a holy, righteous, 
perfect God. Maybe we need to remember these 
things when we are invited to his house for the great 
feast. If we ignore that invitation and forsake that 
feast, we can expect no mercy from him (Heb. 
10:25-26). The Bible speaks of "the day of the 
Lord's wrath" (Zeph. 1:18). 

Maybe we don't need to fast before we come to 
worship; but, then again, maybe the idea is right -
to prepare our hearts, minds, and lives for the great
est event we are involved in each week - the wor
ship of assembled saints of Almighty God. Has our 
worship become so common to us that it no longer 
means anything, that attendance or nonattendance 
alike is all the same? May God protect us from our 
own hearts. 
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Jonah-an Early Environmentalist 
By Bill Lockwood 

I first, Jonah refused the trek to Nineveh. The 
pulpit of the Assyrian capital had no appeal. 
The historical account demonstrates that one 

cannot run from God, as Jonah attempted. After be
ing "vomited out upon the dry land" Jonah traveled 
to the country of his enemies to preach repentance, 
warning them that "Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown." 

The Ninevites believed God, '~d God saw their 
works, that they turned from their evil way; and 
God repented of the evil which he said he would 
do unto them; and he did it not." With these great 
results Jonah was not happy. God was too merciful 
to his taste. "I knew that thou art a gracious God, 
and merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil," the prophet 
complained. 

God's object lesson to Jonah then involved a 
"gourd" which grew up over the prophet's head to 
shade him as he sat on the East Side of the city to see 
what would become of her. Jonah was glad because 
of the temporary reprieve from the sun's direct rays. 
However, overnight God caused the gourd to wither 
leaving exposed Jonah's unprotected head. God 
showed him, "Thou hast had regard for the gourd, 
for which thou hast not labored, neither madest it to 
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grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a 
night; and should not I have regard for Nineveh, the 
great city, wherein are more than 60,000 persons?" 

Needless to say, the prophet's system of value was 
skewed. His consideration leaned heavily for the 
plant, against the souls of men. As with Jonah, so is it 
with multitudes of loose thinkers today who are not 
hesitant to "protect" the inanimate environment to 
the detriment of man. And for any "green" Christian 
who wishes to excuse current trends as being helpful, 
I insist that much of modern environmentalism is not 
explained solely on the basis of real harm that man is 
causing, but from a warped sense of value. 

Are Not Ye of Much More Value Than They? 
Jesus taught that God cares for all creation. "Behold 
the birds of the heaven, that they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns; and your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are not ye of much more value 
than they?" The resounding answer from 
self-appointed modern caretakers of the Earth is 
'~bsolutely not!" This in itself demonstrates that 
popular environmental belief is founded upon prin
ciples alien to the Bible, even hostile. Environmental 
theorist Lynn White Jr. wrote, "We shall continue to 
have a worsening ecological crisis until we reject the 
Christian axiom that nature has no reason for exist
ence save to serve man." Uohn McManus in The 
New American, "A Compilation of Articles" appear
ing in the regular magazine from June to August 
1992, p. 33). White was casting down the Genesis 
account which specifies that man was granted "do
minion" over the Earth and all living creatures and 
that man is "to subdue" creation. 

The Environmental Conservation Organization, 
Inc. published in April 1996, an article entitled "Re
defining American Values." Instead of a foundation 
of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," all of 
which are founding ideals grounded in a God-cen
tered world-view held by the Founding Fathers, the 
"planned process of redefinition" has almost been 
completed by the Green Regime. The ECO reports 
that "In a generation, anthropocentrism [man
centered] has been denounced as the cause of most of 



the world's problems, and life, as a value, has been 
redefined. The new definition of life, the first and 
highest valpe to be protected, is all life forms, of 
which human life is but one strand with no more 
value than any other life form. This belief is de
scribed as 'biocentrism,' or 'nature-centered.'" Thus, 
Greenpeace's war against logging is in reality a war 
against Christianity wherein its members describe 
their underlying theme as "the new earth ethic." 

Billy Graham, inspired by Jonah's sinfulness, 
says "Save the Earth! ... not babies. 

So he confessed to columnist Cal Thomas in an 
interview. Abortion is no "big thing" to him, since 
"no one really knows when life begins." But the 
famed false-teacher is concerned about saving 
Mother Earth (Christian News, 9-11-95). 

Extremism and Paganism 

David M. Graber, a biologist with the National Park 
Service, declares that a particular species of a 
free-flowing river is of "more value to me than an
other human body, or a billion of them." Shades of 
Jonah! He also stated that "Until such time as Homo 
Sapiens should decide to rejoin nature, some of us 
can only hope for the right virus to come along." 

John Muir, Sierra Club founder, wrote in a 
"prayer to alligators": "Honorable representatives 
of the great saurians of older creation, may you long 
enjoy your lilies and rushes, and be blessed now and 
then with a mouthful of terror-stricken man." Rob
ert Muller, the former Assistant Secretary-General of 
the much ballyhooed United Nations, entitled his 
book, New Genesis - Shaping our Global Spirituality. 
Within he referred to "our brethren the animals, our 
sisters the flowers." 

Time magazine defined the current environmen
talism as a "part of a growing US spiritual move
ments: Goddess worship, the effort to create a 
female-centered focus for spiritual expression." This 
referred specifically to Earth Day, 1992, in which 
Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin, became the sight where four 
women and two men observed religious ceremonies, 
including prayers to "Mother Earth." This is all, 
therefore, a new paganism which seeks to "reaffirm 
and bond with the spirit of the Living Earth" (Re
ported by Joel Gerlach, in Christian News, 9-28-92). 

On Oct. 4, 1993, 75 representatives of "mainline 
religious congregations met with Vice President AI 
Gore" to announce the beginning of the "National 
Religious Partnership." The Partnership is composed 
of four groups: the National Council of Churches, the 

U.S. Catholic Conference, the Evangelical Environ
mental Network, and the Consultation on the Envi
ronment and Jewish Life." The director of the Part
nership, Paul Gorman, stated that his organization 
represents over 100 million "heartland, mainstream, 
religious Americans." The background of this part
nership traces itself to a group of 34 scientists, includ
ing Carl Sagan and Stephen J. Gould, in which they 
addressed the current "environmental crisis" as "hav
ing a religious as well as a scientific dimension." 
Gore's group, fueled by such eco-lobbies, issued the 
following: "We believe a consensus now exists, at the 
highest level of leadership across a significant spec
trum of religious traditions, that the cause of environ
mental integrity and justice must occupy a position of 
utmost priority for people of faith. " 

A little more than a year earlier, a confab of 7 5 
religious representatives and 50 scientists assembled 
in Washington, D.C., to discuss environmental prob
lems. They urged the "world religious community" 
to "commit in word and deed, and as boldly as re
quired, to preserve the environment of the earth" 
(William Norman Grigg, New American, 12-13-93, 
p. 35). 

So, the spirit of Jonah still lives. Paul Harvey re
ported on the reality of this reversal of value when 
in 1993 he editorialized on the rural Idaho town 
where 400 farmers and ranchers were denied water 
any longer when the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service discovered a small microscopic snail in the 
water supply. "The Idaho Conservation League, the 
Committee for Idaho's High Desert, the Land and 
Water Fund for the Rockies and an environmentally 
oriented vice president in Washington seem to care 
more about snails than about people" (Daily Okla
homan, 9-24-93). 

The eco-theology of Jonah is revisited by 
Howard Clinebell in his book of Basic Types of Pas
toral Care and Counseling which was a textbook for 
classes at Harding Graduate School of Religion in 
Memphis. Clinebell advises that churches, in order 
"to become more effective centers for nurturing life
long wholeness centered in Spirit ... ministers can ... 
teach people to ... live in an ecologically sound, envi
ronmentally aware and caring way, so as to help pro
tect and enhance the biosphere for themselves and 
their children and the whole human family" (p. 
211-12). I suppose by this standard, Jonah was on 
track to become a fine "biospheric-conscience" 
preacher! 

For the real shocker, which is Jonah revisited 
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with a vengeance, note what occurred in last fall's 
"State of the World Forum" sponsored by the 
Gorbachev Foundation. Attendees included heavy
weights from former President George Bush to sev
eral media moguls such as Ted Turner, scientists as 
Carl Sagan and actors/musicians of whom the most 
notable were Dennis Weaver, 1 ane Fonda, 1 ohn Den
ver, and Shirley MacLaine. One Forum participant 
was Barbara Max Hubbard who has authored The 
Book of Co-Creation. Within she writes: 

Out of the full spectrum of human personality, 
one fourth is electing to transcend •.. 
One-fourth is destructive [and] they are defec
tive seeds. In the past they were permitted to die 
a 'natural deathblow as we approach the quan
tum shift from the creature-human to the 
co-creative human - the human who is an in-

heritor of god-like powers - the destructive 
one-fourth must be ~liminated from the social 
body •.•• Fortunately, you are not responsible for 
this act. We are. We are in charge of God's selec
tion process for planet Earth. He selects, we de
stroy. We are the riders of the pale horse, Death 
(William Jasper, The New American, 10-30-95, 
p. 29). 

The unfortunate aspect of all of this, however, is 
that the first Jonah was a spokesman for God and 
who preached what the Lord desired him to speak, 
regardless of his personal feelings. The modern 
gourd-lovers are public opinion-molders and policy 
makers occupying higli positions in government and 
media. 
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Spiritual Anorexia 
By J. A. McNutt 

The Lord's church being composed of fallible 
human beings has always had its problems; it 
always has and it always will. Two men were 

discussing the greatest hindrance to the church in 
our day and one was arguing that it was indifference, 
while the other contended that it was ignorance of 
the word of God. Turning to a brother who had been 
listening to their discussion, they asked what he 
thought and his reply was, "I don't know and I don't 
care." 

Religious lndiHerence an Ancient Problem 
Ignorance of the Word of God or indifference toward 
its authority are deadly sins that will condemn many 
souls. Combine the two and man will be hopeless in 
the day of Judgment without defense or excuse. "The 
wicked shall be turned into hell and all the nations 
that forget God" (Psa. 9:17). God's people are de
stroyed for lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6) 

Jeremiah Wept Because of lndiHerence 
Indifference is an ancient and destructive sin. Six 
hundred years before Christ Jeremiah lamented reli
gious indifference. The Jewish nation had forsaken 
Jerusalem, a city of sacred memory, joyful associa
tion and center of divine worship. "How lonely sits 
the city that was full of people! How like a widow is 

14 ~i!nruF~nd!~!! 

she who was great among the nations! The princess 
among the provinces" (Lam. 1:1 NKJV). 

The people rejected God and Jehovah ceased to 
be a wall of fire protecting Jerusalem. Her glory had 
departed and the city was in ruins. The tragedy lies 
not so much in the broken walls, the stolen trea
sures, the desecrated temple and the people in for
eign captivity, but the indifference toward the fate of 
the city. "The ways of Zion do mourn, because none 
come to the solemn feasts; all her gates are desolate, 
her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted and she is in 
bitterness." (Lam. 1:4). 

Jeremiah reminds us that a city once full of 
people sits lonely and solitary and the people are un
concerned. God's people are the church today. Our 
buildings are P,laces to assemble for worship. If we 
spend millions for buildings to satisfy our pride and 
lose the people, we have lost the church. I marveled 
at great temples in London, but was told that few 
were interested in attending services anymore. I have 
heard of large and expensive buildings in our broth
erhood built for entertainment, or to compete with 
denominational bodies and conform to the culture. 
But when the people ceased to hear the gospel 
preached, the attendance dwindled and few cared to 
attend anymore. 



Weeping Over Jerusalem 
Hear the prophet's mournful plea on behalf of 
Jerusalem, "Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? 
Behold and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, 
which has been brought on me, which the Lord has 
inflicted in the day of his fierce anger" (Lam. 1:12). 

Jesus must have loved Jerusalem, the holy city 
(Matt. 4:5). He longed to protect and save her people 
but she refused, being unwilling to accept his teach
ing, so their house was left desolate (Matt. 23:37-38). 

Jerusalem was dear to the heart of Jeremiah, but 
we are concerned about the heavenly Jerusalem 
where our loved ones will meet us and greet us in 
that city that God has prepared for the faithful. Our 
concern is focused on Christ who died for us on the 
cross of Calvary and the church that he purchased 
with his blood (Matt. 26:28). Jesus wept bitter tears 
over the fate of Jerusalem, but he died for the church 
(Acts 20:28). 

When I think of Calvary and the price that Jesus 
paid for our redemption, I want to ask in the words 
of Jeremiah "Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 
Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my 
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sorrow, which is brought upon me, Wherewith Jeho
vah hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger" 
(Lam. 1: 12). 

I am persuaded that the greatest foe of the church 
today is not opposition from without, but soul chill
ing indifference within. Why are false teachers in
vited into the pulpit to entertain an audience, put on 
a show and draw the crowds, while promoting their 
errors. Why do the elders sit silent or nod their heads 
when the flock is being fed a diet of Calvinism or 
Neo-Pentecostalism by some of our pseudo-scholars 
from some denominational Seminary. 

One is reminded of the shepherds of Israel who 
fed themselves but neglected the flock which was 
scattered and destroyed (Ezek. 34:1-10). God re
quires elders to feed and protect the church (Acts 
20:28-31). One of the great needs in the church to
day is for faithful elders. God will hold them ac
countable as guardians of the flock and when the 
Chief Shepherd appears the faithful elders will re
ceive a crown of glory, which never fades away (1 
Pet. 5:4). 

The Creeping Paralysis of lnciiHerence 
Indifference is not a change in attitude that comes 
about over night. It occurs so slowly that we are 
hardly aware of its development in our lives until it 
gains control. I am told that a frog placed in a basin 
of water and the water is heated .036 degrees per 
second that the frog dies when it reaches 140 de
grees without being aware of the changing tempera
ture. The husband who truly loves his wife doesn't 
turn from fervent love to complete indifference 
overnight. I am sure that the church in Ephesus 
didn't cease to love the Lord in 24 hours. Yet, Jesus 
rebuked them saying, "Yet I have this against you, 
that you no longer love me as you did at first" 
(Weymouth's Trans). 

Why Has the Church Changed Its AHitucle? 
Having considered the tragedy of religious indiffer
ence, the loss of love for Christ, respect for biblical 
authority and the decline in religious fervor, why has 
this happened in our day? There must be a specific 
cause or causes. What is it? How can we reverse the 
trend and see the church grow as it did in the begin
ning? 

We can preach the Word without fear or any de
sire to compromise. We can uphold and defend the 
authority of the perfect law of Christ Games 1:25). 
We are not without law as the liberals falsely assume 
- the world will be judged by "the law of liberty" 
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Games 2:12; Rom. 6:2). That day of Judgment can
not be avoided (Acts 17:31; Matt. 25:31-32) 

The world and many church members desire to 
be free from all restrictions imposed by law. They 
desire to be free from guilt caused by the violation of 
the moral code. So, they tell us that the Bible con
sists of "love letters" not laws. Salvation is wholly by 
grace, apart from any human activity or response. 
The "change agents" among us seem determined to 
change eternal principles by contending for a "new 
hermeneutic" that will allow them to interpret the 
Word of God differently in keeping with the times. 
They would have us believe that there is no distinc
tive pattern in the Holy Scriptures. 

Some insist that we should regard any man as 
our brother who acknowledges God as Father. They 
seek open fellowship with the pious unimmersed 
and compromise with denominational bodies. They 
tell us the church is doomed unless we conform to 
the world and adjust to present day culture. 

Robert H. Bork in his book, Slouching Towards 
Gomorrah> deals with the decline of morality in our 
nation caused by modern liberalism. He observes 
that "thirty years ago Clinton's behavior would have 
been absolutely disqualifying ... yet none of this ap
pears to affect Clinton's popularity. It is difficult not 
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to conclude that our moral perceptions and reac
tions have changed profoundly. If that change is per
manent the implication for our future is bleak.'' 

He adds "the themes of liberty and equality 
which were celebrated in the Declaration of Inde
pendence and are dominant in our culture today. 
These ideals have ·been pressed much too far and ac
count for the cultural devastation wrought by mod
ern liberalism." Chapters 5 and 6 discuss the forces 
that advance the agenda of modern liberalism the in
tellectual class and that class's enforcement arm, the 
judiciary, headed by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. His conclusion is: 

Our virtually unqualified enthusiasm for liberty 
forgets that liberty can only be the space be
tween the walls, the walls of morality and law 
based upon morality. It is sensible to argue about 
how far apart the walls should be set, but it is 
cultural suicide to demand all space and no 
walls. 

Arriving in Sodom 
Our liberty is in Christ Jesus and we are not bound by 
human tradition (Gal. 2:3-5). However, God has 
erected walls of morality to warn us not to indulge in 
sins of the flesh (Gal. 5 :13). Tear down God's walls of 
morality and we shall be overcome with lust, filth and 
wickedness. We will no longer be "Slouching Towards 
Gomorrah," but we shall have reached the fullness of 
its depravity. TV programs sponsored by major com
panies are filled with filth, violence, premarital sex, 
and perversion. They are leading our children to a 
moral sewer and to certain ruin. 

What Can We Do About It? 
Brethren, put on your armor and stand against the 
wiles of the devil. We are in a real battle, which in
volves Christ and his church. "For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in heav
enly places" (Eph. 6:12). Our armor is strong; the 
sword of the spirit is powerful, so preach the Word. 
Truth will eventually win the victory and the church 
will survive. 

My friend .and brother, James Meadows, asks a 
pertinent question. "Isn't it strange that the reasons 
set forth as to why the church was growing so fast in 
the '60s and '70s are the factors many people are 
saying we must get rid of today if the church is to 
survive?" 
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Everybody Does It 
By Bob Cruse 

God's view that only the marriage bed is "un
defiled" (Heb. 13:4) is an outdated concept 
to an increasing number of Americans. For

nication is "no big deal" to many of our country
men. Lying about it, even under oath, they argue, is 
an insignificant matter and those who commit these 
sins are guiltless because "everybody does it." 

One could search the scriptures from childhood 
to old age and never find one inspired confirmation 
of this concept. It is an insult to God to think that he 
would excuse sin simply because it is universally com
mitted. 

The apostle Peter admonishes us to "abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul" (1 Pet. 
2: 11). He would have us "be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust" (2 Pet. 1:4). 

Paul wrote, "Therefore do not let sin reign in 
your mortal body" (Rom. 6: 12) and exhorted the 
Roman brethren to "make no provision for the flesh, 
to fulfil its lusts" (13: 14 ). Paul's inflexible condemna
tion of sin was directed toward a "sexually immoral" 
brother whose fornication was being tolerated in the 
Corinthian congregation (1 Cor. 5). 

The sin of fornication was a principal reason God 
"gave up" ancient Jews and Gentiles "to vile pas
sions" (Rom. 1 :26ff). It is a sin that keeps men out of 
the "kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:9; Gal. 5:19ff). For
nication is the only sin offensive enough to permit 
total severance of the sacred marriage bond (Matt. 
19:9). It brings down "the wrath of God ... upon the 

ffAe YJ;ote 
rmd "cSodat ,, !LJ~i.nking 

By W. D. Jeffcoat 
, consider this book to be the most complete and exten
sive work that I have seen on this subject. It is well docu
mented both from a medical and biblical viewpoint, and 
should be used by all who are seriously inclined to study 
these problem areas." J. A. McNutt 
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sons of disobedience" (Col. 3 :6). 
Fornication, coupled with the equally offensive 

sin of lying, has fermented in our culture. Its noxious 
leaven is obviously spilling over into the church. Un
abashed spouse switching and lying in divorce court 
is increasingly more common among some professing 
Christians. The ensuing adulterous life, they tell us, is 
covered by God's grace and forgiven, without repen
tance, in his unconditional love. 

The "salt" of our society will soon be "trampled" 
unless leavening sins like these are stopped at the 
boundary between the world and the church. How 
sad to leave our children and grandchildren drift
ing in a culture where the primary influence is 
the spiritually fatal doctrine of "everybody does it." 
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Meet Ted Turner 
By Wayne Jackson 

Meet Ted Turner," is the title of a major ar
ticle in the September issue of Reader•s 
Digest. My first impression, when I saw 

that headline, was: "I'd rather not!"- because the 
man is a disgusting combination of egotism and infi
delity. A lot of people grovel at his feet because he is 
one of America's richest men. He has a net worth of 
$4.8 billion. Recently his stock went up a quarter of 
a point and he made $12.5 million in 60 minutes. 
The man is, however, an insufferable megalo
maniac. According to the article, he thinks he's in 
the same class with Alexander. the Great, Napoleon, 
Gandhi, Christ, Mohammed, Buddha, Washington, 
Roosevelt, and Churchill. 

Turner had a troubled childhood. When his 15-
year-old sister died of lupus disease, Ted's father, 
who eventually killed himself by firing a bullet into 
his brain, renounced religion: "If that~s the ·type of 
God he is, I want nothing to do with hil.ll," he said. 
Shortly thereafter, Ted himself abandoned any sem
blance of faith. That decision demonstrated itself in 
a n~ber of ways in the ensuing years; he became a 
profane, hard-drinking rogue. To get some idea of 
his character, he once told one of his wives- he's 
now with his third- Jane Fonda, "My business 
comes first, my boat second, and you third." During 
at least one of his marriages, he was a notorious 
womanizer. By the mid-'80s, Turner was having seri
ous mental problems. A psychiatrist diagnosed him 
as a manic-depressive and put him on lithium. Even- · 
tually, he went off the drug because his behavior was 
erratic either way. 

In 1990, Turner made a speech to the American 
Humanist Association (read that - an atheist con
vention). During that tirade he made hi.s now-famous 
quip: "Christianity is a religion for losers." Though 
he apologized later for the statement, he still believes 
it. If that is the case, though, why does he aspire to be 
in the same class with Jesus Christ? Nobody has ever 
accused atheists of being consistent! 

Turner ridicules the idea of "hell," believes "na
ture is god" (see Rom. 1:24-25), and contends that 
everyone eventually will "go_to [the] happy hunting 
grounds." Where did he obtain that bit of informa
tion? Turner, commonly known as "the mouth-

18 ~J:afZunct!~!! 

of-the-south," complains that he is sick of all the isms, 
e.g., Catholicism, Protestantism, communism, capi
talism, etc. (he has a right to be sick of some of these 
isms), yet he clings to humanism, because he says it 
respects all people. 

Does he appear to be one who respects Chris
tians? In 1989 Turner, having no biblical knowledge 
-thus being unaware that the Law of Moses was ab
rogated by the death of Christ (Col. 2:14) -declared 
the original Ten Commandments obsolete and re
wrote them. He carries his new version around in his 
wallet, though I doubt that scarcely anyone asks to see 
them. 

Rejecting God and the biblical concept of cre
ation, Turner argues that we have evolved from a 
lower form of life and that "basically we are [merely] 
chimpanzees with about two percent more intelli
gence and a little less hair." 

Speak for yourself, Mr. Turner. The fact is, were 
we dependent upon Ted as the solitary piece of evi
dence, we might be inclined to accept his statement! 
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Did Jesus Go to Hell? 
By Hugo McCord 

Often the question comes, "While Jesus' body 
was in the tomb, did his spirit go to hell?" 

The answer has to be in the meaning of 
the word hell. The only meaning from the lips of 
Jesus (11 times recorded) is "hell fire" (Matt. 5:22; 
18:9; Mark 9:47), "the damnation of hell" (Matt. 
23:23), and "unquenchable fire" (Mark 9:43). Mter 
Jesus died, his "body" was placed in Joseph's "tomb" 
(Matt. 27:58-60), and his "spirit" went to Paradise 
(Luke 23:43, 46). Consequently, as Jesus defined 
"hell," he did not go there. 

But why is there a reputable translation, prepared 
by 54 selected scholars, telling how Jesus rejoiced 
that "his soul was not left in hell" (Acts 2:27, 31, 
KJV)? If the only meaning of the word soul is that 
which leaves a person's body at death (Gen. 35:18; 
Matt. 10:28; 22:32; Rev. 6:9), and the only meaning 
of the word hell is a place of torment (Mark 9:43), 
then Jesus went to hell (Acts 2:27, 31). 

However, the word soul has other meanings be
sides a person's immortal nature. Surprisingly, after 
one's immortal spirit (Eccl. 12:7; Luke 23 :46) leaves 
his body, his dead body is sometimes called his "soul" 
(nephesh, Num. 5:2; 6:6; 9:6,7,10; 19:11,13). And, 
surprisingly, the original meaning of the word hell, 
now not in use at all, was a hole, a hollowed out 
place, a covered place (derived from the German 
word hohle). 

But in 1611, when the King James Version was 
published, the original meaning of the word was 
still in use. The KJV translators used the word hell 
with the first meaning, a "hole," "a covered place," in 
Psalm 16:10 (for seh,ol and in Acts 2:27, 31, for 
haies, meaning "grave"). 

The second meaning of the word hell, as "un
quenchable fire" (Mark 9:43), they were aware of, 
for they used it 12 times in the New Testament, but 
not in regard to Jesus' going there. The word hell, 
used by the KJV translators in Psalm· 16:10 and in 
Acts 2:27, 31, was not a place of torment, but simply 
Joseph's tomb (Matt. 27: 60). 

1 he word hell, meaning a place of torment, was 
impossible in regard to Christ, but the word hell, 
meaning a grave, was exactly what Jesus experienced. 
Likewise, the meaning of soul as an undying spirit 

was impossible in regard to Christ, for his spirit did 
not go into· his grave ("Father, into thy hands I com
mend my spirit" Luke 23 :46). But another meaning 
of the word soul, namely, "a dead body" (Num. 5:2, 
etc.), exactly fits the context of Psalm 16:10 and Acts 
2:27, 31. 

Thus the translation of Psalm 16:10 becomes: 
"For you will not leave me in the grave, neither will 
you allow your holy one to see decay," and the trans
lation of Acts 2:27, 31 becomes: "You will not leave 
my body. in the grave, neither will you allow your 
holy one to see decay," and "he was not left in the 
grave, neither did his flesh see decay." 

Yes, Jesus went to "hell" by the meaning of the 
word "the grave," but not by its meaning, "the place 
of torment." 
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Remember Lot's Wife 
By Dennis W. Gruening 

The 19th chapter of Genesis contains the story 
of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the cities of the plain, and the escape of 

Lot and his family into the city of Zoar and then into 
the mountains. In the 17th verse, one of the angels 
commanded, "Escape for thy life; look not behind 
thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the 
mountain, lest thou be consumed." 

Lot's escape from those cities was an escape 
from two situations, which are implied in the com
mand that was given to him by the angels. First, as 
recorded in 2 Peter 2:7, he sought to escape from the 
influence and vexation of the evil things which were 
being done in Sodom and Gomorrah. Because he 
wanted to escape these things, God "delivered righ
teous Lot," who was oppressed by the filthy conduct 
of the wicked. Secondly, he escaped to avoid the de
struction of the cities of the plain. 

The general command was, "escape for thy life. 
The specifics are in two parts. First, is the command 
to "look not behind thee." Those who were escaping 
from the cities of the plain had to obey the command 
to flee, but they also had to demonstrate a proper at
titude. 

Obedience was not enough in this case. They 
had to demonstrate to God that they were truly op
pressed by the things which were a part of their 
former lives, and that they were determined to leave 
those things behind, with no regrets about doing so. 
We, as Christians, must demonstrate the same atti
tude. Jesus spoke about this many times. In Luke 
9:62 we read where Jesus said, "No man, having put 
his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for 
the kingdom of God." 

This proverb illustrates the fact that it's impos
sible to maintain a straight path while turning 
around and looking behind us. When we left our 
former lives behind to be Christians, we were first of 
all escaping the sins of the life we used to lead, and 
this escape was provided through our obedience to 
things we learned from the gospel. Peter wrote: 

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through 
the knowledge of God, and of jesus our Lord, 
According as his divine power hath given unto 
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us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called 
us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto 
us exceeding great and precious promises: that 
by these ye might be partakers of the divine na
ture, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust (2 Pet. 1:2-4). 

Our escape from the corruption of this world 
was initiated by a sincere desire to be done with all 
of those things. It is related to our belief that there is 
going to come a day when the wicked will be eter
nally ·punished. This was also the second part of the 
angels' command to Lot: to flee from the destruction 
that was going to come on the cities of the plain. 
Our knowledge of and belief in a coming judgment 
should serve to reinforce our desire to flee the evil 
things of the world. This is basically what the He
brew writer said: 

Now the just shall live by faith but if any man 
draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in 
him. But we are not of them who draw back 
unto perdition; but of them that believe to the 
saving of the soul (Heb. 10:38-39). 

Faith, belief, obedience and attitude are all tied 
together as essential parts of our salvation. The best 
example of how critical it is to maintain the proper 
attitude with regard to our former way of life is 
summed up by three short words which were spoken 
by Jesus in Luke 17:32, "Remember Lot's wife." 

The point he made was that attitude is 
all-important! Turning back to our former way of 
life is not acceptable to God, no matter whether we 
turn back in fact or in thought. 

Lot's wife left with Lot and their two daughters. 
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They had all been instructed to flee from their 
former lives and from the destruction to come, and 
they had all received the command to "look not be
hind thee. "•When Lot's wife looked back at the cities 
she demonstrated a lack of the proper attitude to
ward obedience to the commands of God. 

She demonstrated to God that her heart was not 
truly centered on him. Notice that she didn't actu
ally turn around and go back to the cities of the 
plain, she only looked back on her former home 
with longing, and God destroyed her because of it. 
This one who turned back in her heart toward her 
former life; who turned back in disobedience to 
God, was turned into a pillar of salt . . . a terrible 
monument of the consequences of apostasy, whether 
in attitude or in deed. 

Those who begin with looking back then become 
disobedient are not only subject to punishment, but 
also become a monument to the folly of disobedi
ence. On top of all this, the person who is disobedi
ent to God can become influential in causing others 
to apostatize from the true faith. These points are 
emphasized in 2 Peter 2:20-21: 

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of 
the world through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again en
tangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is 
worse with them than the beginning. For it had 
been better for them not to have known the way 
of righteousness, than, after they have known it, 
to·turn from the holy commandment delivered 
~nto them. 

An improper attitude in the heart of the Chris
tian is every bit as dangerous to the soul as outright 
apostasy. In the case of Lot's wife, her attitude led to 
her disobedience. It is frequently the case that a 
Christian's attitude of longing for the things of the 
world also comes before disobedience. As Jesus said, 
"A good man out of the good treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good things, and an evil man out of 
the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things" (Matt. 
12:35). 

The simple truth is that even though Lot's wife 
appears to have been regretful about leaving her 
former way of life and even though she was obvi
ously still thinking about it and longing for it, she 
could have been safe had she not turned around and 
looked back. 

Being a Christian is an ongoing battle against 
the temptations of this life. We are constantly con
fronted with temptations, which could cause us 
to turn away from the path we are walking. Some-

times, we even entertain a desire to do things that 
God has forbidden to us in his revealed Word, which 
bring outright disobedience to the Lord's commands 
Oames 1:14-15). 

The words of Jesus are so critical: "Remember 
Lot's wife." No matter what temptations we might 
be facing, God has given us the command to keep 
facing straight ahead. If we turn back to those things 
we have left behind, we risk the punishment which 
goes along with those things. 

The apostle Paul knew that he could also fall 
prey to those same things. 

Brethren, I count not myself to have appre
hended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press to
ward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:13-14). 

Let us also realize that we have not really appre
hended anything. We have within us the promise of 
eternal life, but the actuality is not and cannot be 
ours unless we are faithful to the death. 
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Preschool in Provincetown 
By Kevin Rutherford 

The school board in Provincetown, MA, has 
unanimously adopted a seven point plan 
pushed by the lesbian head of the PTA. Among 

other things, this plan calls for involvement in the 
schools by the politically active group, Parents, Fami
lies, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays. PFFLAG will 
regularly visit the pre-school class rooms to teach the 
children that a family can be headed by either homo
sexual or heterosexual parents. Further, the schools 
are to "search for, hire, and retain a diverse staff, in
cluding sexual minorities." 

The superintendent of schoolsin Provincetown is 
not a bit ashamed of what has happened to her 
schools. In fact she says, "We are on a trailblazing path 
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... we are going to be a change agent." Unfortunately 
for the children of Provincetown, the trail these 
people are blazing is one that leads straight to hell. 
God refers to homosexual activity as "vile," "against 
nature," and "unseemly (Rom. 1:26-27)." 

What about the schools where you live? Do you 
know what is going on in your child's school and 
at the school board meetings? Any Christian parent · 
that sends his children to the public schools ought 
to make it a point to be informed. The high cost of 
ignorance in this case could be the souls of our chil
dren. 
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Director 
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The 25th Annual Lectureship 
East Tennessee School of Preaching 

-Practical Christianity-
March 7·10, 1999 

James La Meadows 
Lectureship Director (423) 691-7444 

6608 Beaver Ridge Road • Knoxville, Tennessee 37931 

SundaM March 7 
10:00 a.m •••• ETSP: Past, Present, Future .................. Bill Nicks 
11:00 a.m •••• 25th Year of Lectures: a Review .•..• Lonnie Smith 
7:00 p.m •••• Singing .............................................. Mike Maddux 
7:30 p.m •••• Student: Purity of Thought ••••••••.••••.••• David Smith 
7:45 p.m •••• Analyzing the Age ............................. Tom Holland 

Monday, March B 
8:00 a.m •••• Foundational Doctrines for a Successful 

Spiritual Ufe ......................................... Dave Miller 
8:40 a.m •••• The Need for and Umltations of Sincerity 

............................................................ Lea Bonnett 
9:20 a.m •••• The Church's Involvement In the Community 

••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••..•..•...•. Stephen Rogers 
Class: Baptism and the Grace of God 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••....••••.••.•.•••.•••• William Woodson 

10:30 a.m •••• The Meaning of Discipleship ••.••••.•••• Dub McClish 
Ladles: Seeking Spiritual Beauty ••••••.• Sheila Butt 

11:20 a.m •••• Some Effects of Our Moral Collapse 
on the Church ............................... Marlin Connelly 

1:30 p.m •••• The Restoration Plea •••••.••..•..•.••••. Charles Brown 
2:20 p.m •••• Why Christians Backslide ••••••••• Wellington Smith 

Class: Abundant Ufe •••••••••••••••• Jackie Stearaman 
3:10p.m •••• Problems In Worship ............................ Dave Miller 
7:00 p.m •••• Singing ....................................... Jerry Carmichael 
7:30 p.m •••• Committed to Christian Uving •••••••••••••• Jo Puckett 
7:45 p.m •••• What It Means to Preach Christ 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••..•••••••• Winford Claiborne 

1besday, March 9 
8:00 a.m •••• Foundational Doctrines for a Successful 

Spiritual Ufe ......................................... Dave Miller 
8:40 a.m •••• Legalism and Uberallsm 

................................................. Joseph D. Meador 
9:20 a.m •••• What Christian Uvfng Is All About ••..•.•• Mel Futrell 

Class: Baptism and the Church ............................. . 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•.•••••. William Woodson 

1 0:30 a.m •••. Must Not Restructure the Church 
•.•••••.•••...••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
Ladles: Menace of Materialism 
-.Priorities Misplaced •••.•.••••.•••.•••• Irene C. Taylor 

11:20 a.m •••. Christians In All Seasons of Life ••••• Jack Wilhelm 
1 :30 p.m •••• The Value of True Worship ••.•••••.••••••• AI Simmons 
2:20 p.m •••. •No Fear of God" ........................... Michael Brandt 

Class: The Confidence of Abundant Ufe 
•••••••••••.••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• Jackie Stearsman 

3:10p.m •••• The Problem of Selecting a Translation 
•..••....•.•.•.••.•••••.••••••••••.••.•....•.•••.•••• Clayton Winters 

7:00 p.m ••.. Singing ................................................ Ken Forrest 
7:30 p.m ••.• Bible Study .................................. A. J. Zenthoefer 
7:45 p.m ••.. Relying on God to Make 

Abundant Ufe Possible •...•..•...• Jackie Stearaman 

Wednesday, March 10 
8:00 a.m .•.. Foundational Doctrines for a Successful 

Spiritual Life ......................................... Dave Miller 
8:40 a.m ••.. The Transformed Ufe ••••.••.•••••••.••..• James Rogers 
9:30 a.m •..• Personal Evangelism ••.•••.••••••••.• Wallace Maxwell 

Class: Baptism and the Christian Ute 
••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• William Woodson 

10:30 a.m ..•• •Let Us" Admonitions In Hebrews •••••• David Pharr 
Ladles: Seeing Souls 
Through the Eyes of Jesus •••••••.•.••••• Cindy Colley 

11 :20 a.m •••• Jesus Christ: Our Example .................... Jim Pharr 
2:00 p.m ..•. Faith Transmitted Into Action •••••..••••••••. Tom Miller 
2:20 p.m •••• The Proper Perspective of Possessions 

and Anxiety •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••..•••.•• Lester Kamp 
Class: The Gratitude of Abundant Ufe 
.•.•...•••..••.•••..••..••.•••.••••.••••••..••..•• Jackie Steersman 

3:10p.m .••• Problems of Extremes •••••••••••.•.••••••••• Edwln Jones 
7:00 p.m .••• Singing ••••••.•••••.••••.•••..•••••.••••••••..••••.•• James Steele 
7:30 p.m •.•• Student: Worship ••••••••.••••..••..••...•••••. James Martin 
7:45 p.m .••. Christ Above All ..................................... V. P. Black 

Special Events 
Honor Dinner for Jay Morris, Tuesday at 12:15 p.m. (tickets on sale at lectures) 

Alumni and Friends Dinner, Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. 

This special 25th Anniversary Edition deals with a significant theme you will not want to miss 
Call toll-free and reserve a copy of this year's lectureship book or order an earlier lectureship book. 

"Practical Christianity" (1999) •.•.....••• $14.75 
"Exodus" (1997) ................................... 1 0.00 
"Leviticus" (1998) ................................ 10.00 

1-888-691-2566 
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Potpourri ••. 
The Firm Foundation is marching on with 

strength and vigor. The popularity of the pa
per is greater than it has been at any time in 

the past ten years. We hope the reason for the in
creasing interest in the publication is that people are 
turning away from liberalism and other forms of su
perstition. 

Though we must stand for truth even if we must 
stand alone, it is refreshing to be joined by a noble 
band of Bible patriots and together be "set for the 
defense of the gospel!' Disciples of Christ are slaves 
of truth and righteousness. 

One dictionary definition for the English word 
truth is: "Conformity to fact or actuality, a statement 
proven to be or accepted as true, sincerity; integrity, 
fidelity to an original or a standard." This describes 
the bondservant of the Lord. 

The Bible defines eternal, saving truth as the 
very Word of very God Qohn 17:17). It is, in scrip
ture usage, incorruptible, living, enduring, and 
makes us whole in the spirit (1 Pet. 1:21), which, Pe
ter says, is divine revelation. It is the power of God 
to save (Rom. 1:16). It is the only means by which 
sinful people can be made free from the bondage of 
Satan Qohn 8:32). We are made free by truth be
cause we are willing, but not eager, to die for it. 

We tremble at the thought that some deal in 
disinformation and wonder at their fearlessness and 
daring. Victor Hugo put it this way: "It is the essence 
of truth that it is never excessive. Why should it ex
aggerate? There is that which should be destroyed 
and that which should be simply illuminated and 
studied. How great is the force of benevolent and 
searching examination! We must not resort to the 
flame where only light is required." 

''And Jehovah passed by before him, and pro
claimed, Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and gra
cious, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness 
and truth" (Ex. 34:6). 

Truth, naked, unblushing truth is the first virtue 
of all that would live godly in Christ Jesus. It is, as 
Keats, said "all ye need to know." And, thank God, it 
is accessible - easily approached and easily ob
tained. All we need do is to will to do the will of 
God to know the will of God Qohn 7:17). 
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The Firm Foundation continues to be committed 
to the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, though, as the Spanish proverb says, "Flattery 
makes friends and truth makes enemies." Paul put it 
this way, ''Am I become your enemy because I tell 
you the truth?" 

Now, lest we appear to be preaching, let us look 
at some current events. 

Gambling 
t9l A year ago things in Roby, Texas, were so 

grim that residents believed only winning the lottery 
could save them. So they formed a pool - and hit 
the jackpot. Forty-three Roby citizens banded to
gether and bought a bunch of Texas Lottery tickets 
and the impossible happened - they won. The odds 
against this are astronomical, and the project was 
foolish, but in this rare case it paid off. 

Brown 
IJ'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 



Cathy Brunette of Richmond, Va., sent a clipping 
from the Ladies Home Journal, Nov. 1997, which re
ported the J.lhenomena, and for which we thank her. 
The magazine story tells of Kiefer Cauble, sixty-four, 
who runs the local grocery and says, "Kiefer's firm 
Methodist theology has kept him from being 
tempted to play the lottery himself - or even sell 
lottery tickets in his store." 

Here is the kicker. The Ladies Home Journal 
went on to report: 

Interestingly, the state leadership of some of 
Roby's major churches fought against the legis
lation authorizing the state lottery in 1991. Yet 
members of all the churches play the lottery, 
their ministers acknowledge, and Teresa Terry, 
secretary for the Church of Christ, confirms that 
two elders and three deacons in her congrega
tion won. 

l•rl J""is 
0 The ever-faithful Earl of Chicago continues 

to supply clippings from the Chicago Tribune, for 
which we thank you, Earl. 

• A Sikh newspaper publisher who had been 
critical of Sikh hard-liners, Tara Singh Hayer, was 
murdered. He was a vocal critic of militant Sikh 
separatists who frequently resort to violence (Chi
cago Tribune, Dec. 4, 1998). 

• When two of "Rev." Jesse Jackson's sons 
bought the largest Budweiser distributorship in Chi
cago this week, many commentators chuckled at the 
memory of dad boycotting Anheuser-Busch 16 years 
ago (Chicago Tribune, Dec. 4, 1998). 

• An Arizona judge issued a temporary re
straining order Nov. 20 blocking a proclamation of 
National Bible Week, calling it unconstitutional. The 
ACLU has protested such proclamations informally 
for years, claiming that they violate separation of 
church and state and discriminate against non-Chris
tians. The National Bible Association has sponsored 
Bible Week since 1941 (Chicago Tribune, Nov. 27, 
1998). 

• "Buses from as far away as Latin America ar
rived at a Georgia farm where thousands of pilgrims 
hope to hear former nurse Nancy Fowler deliver her 
last message from the Virgin Mary on Tuesday" (Chi
cago Tribune, Oct. 13, 1998). [Fowler claims to have 
apparition-revelations from Jesus and Mary, which 
makes us look again at Galatians 1:6-9 and John 
16:13. If the apostles of jesus were guided into all re
ligious and saving truth, then into what is Nancy 
Fowler being guided - the Book of Mormon, 
maybe?] 

• Limiting marriage to heterosexual couples 
is good for procreation and child-rearing is discrimi
natory and unconstitutional, a lawyer for three gay 
couples argued to the Vermont State Supreme Court 
(Chicago Tribune, Nov. 19, 1998). [We agree that 
keeping kids away from homosexuals is discrimina
tory in the sense of making distinctions, but do not 
agree that the differentiation is bad - it is in fact 
good, especially for the kids that may be involved. By 
the way, this again cries "four' to the homosexual 
apology that they are not out to get-your-kids.] 

• "The religious landscape is changing," said 
Rev. Stan Davis the executive director of the Chicago 
area region of the National Conference for Commu
nity and Justice. "We are becoming more pluralistic" 
(Chicago Tribune, Nov. 19, 1998). Malcolm X said of 
multi-culturalism, "It's just like when you've got some 
coffee that's too black, which means it's too strong. 
What do you do? You integrate it with cream, you 
make it weak. But if you pour too much cream in it, 
you won't even know you ever had coffee. It used to 
be hot, it becomes cool. It used to be strong, it be
comes weak. It used to wake you up, now it puts you 
to sleep." For once Malcolm X may be close to the 
truth. 

• Chicago Tribune (Nov. 20, '98) reported that 
the Georgia Baptist Convention, the second largest 
regional association of Southern Baptists, voted to ex
clude congregations that approve homosexual behav
ior but to allow those using charismatic-style prac
tices. 

A Happy Coincidence 
on a Desert Highway 
and Other Sermons 

by David Pharr 

The reader will find the familiar truth of God clothed In fresh 
thought. Lessons are presented In a manner which will chal
lenge one to want to do better and to be better. 
Preachers will find these lessons valuable for sermon re
search and preparation. They are structured In a manner that 
will cause one to see the truth unfold In a logical and scriptural 
fashion. The benefit for the pulpit and pew Is abundant 

$8.00 
plus $2.50 shipping and handling 

Send check or money order to 
Firm -Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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16th Annual 
South"'est 
Arkansas 
Lectures 

Paul's Epistle 
to the Colossians 

March 19-21, 1999 

Friday, March 19 

7:00p.m . .... Introduction to Colossians ............ Ted Clarke 

8:00p.m . .... The Colossian Heresy .............. David Brown 

Saturday, March 20 
9:00 a.m ..... Paul's Joy in His Suffering for Christ (1 :24-29) 

....................................................... Ted Clarke 

10:00 a.m ..... The Pre-eminence of Christ (1 :12-23) ........... . 
.............. .. ................................ Darwin Hunter 

11 :00 a.m . .... Paul's Introductory Remarks (1: 1-11) ............ . 
..................................................... Kurt Nelson 

1:30 p.m . .... Paul's Concern (2: 1-7) ............. Tracy Dugger 

2:30 p.m ..... Complete in Christ (2:8-23} ........... Tim Ayers 

3:30p.m ..... Set Your Mind on Things Above (3:1-4) 
................................................ Charles Pogue 

4:30 p.m ..... Put Off the Old Man (3:5-9) ..... Keith Mosher 

Sunday March 21 

9:00a.m ..... Put on the New Man (3:10-17} 

.................................................. Ira Y. Rice Jr. 

10:00 a.m . .... Family Responsibilities ............. Dub McClish 

1:30 p.m ..... Congregational singing 

2:15p.m. Exhortation to Prayer 
and Proper Conduct (4:1 -18} ......... Tim Ayers 

3:15p.m ..... Summary of Book ................. Rod Halliburton 

For information 

Rod Halliburton 
(870) 231-5228 

Cullendale Church of Christ 
2707 Mt. Holly Rd. 

Camden, Arkansas 71701 
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• Another Chicago Tribune article (Nov. 16, 
1998) records the following interesting "facts." 

• Prior to World War I, a French military 
strategist advised the army that "airplanes are inter
esting toys but of no military value." 

• IBM founder and chairman Thomas 
Watson back in 1943 predicted a worldwide need 
for "maybe five computers." 

• Western Union memo in 1876 said, "The 
telephone has too many shortcomings to be seriously 
considered as a means of communication. The de
vice is inherently of no value." 

• "Who wants to hear actors talk?" asked 
Harry Warner of Warner Brothers in 1927. 

• A banker in Michigan, in 1927, advised 
against investing in Ford Motor Company, saying, 
"The horse is here to stay." 

• The nation's Catholic bishops, in a sharply 
worded statement, rebuked Catholic politicians 
"who choose to depart from the church teaching" on 
abortion and other "sanctity of life" issues (Chicago 
Tribune, Nov. 18, 1998). 

• A loose network of Presbyterian Church 
(USA) members that support the ordination of gays 
and lesbians has voted to continue its work during a 
moratorium on debate of the issue (Chicago Tribune, 
Nov. 13, 1998). 

• A Wonder Lake man was convicted of seek
ing sex with a minor after he arranged, through In
ternet messages, to meet with an undercover agent 
posing as a 15-year-old boy (Chicago Tribune, Dec. 
25, 2998). The man's attorney said, "It is fairly com
mon that people are not who they say they are on 
the Internet." 

• Ellen B. Sorenson recounts her experience 
in not drinking alcohol (Chicago Tribune, Dec. 22, 
1998). She attended, with her husband, a profes
sional dinner at one of Chicago's finest French res
taurants. "We told our server," she said, "We do not 
drink alcohol." .The woman beside me worried that I 
did not have a wineglass. "I do not drink alcohol," I 
explained. "Well then, this is a perfect opportunity 
for you," she answered, "You can try a variety of 
wines without having to buy a whole bottle." "No, I 
don't drink at all," I added. "Well at least you're go
ing to taste them, aren't you?" "No," I responded, "I 
don't drink at all." The people at the table con
cluded that Ellen B. Sorenson and her husband were 
alcoholics, and were afraid to take a single drink be
cause it might get out-of-hand. 

• A "Shoe" cartoon shows one character say-



iilg, ·"Shoe is a great believer in Situational ethics." 
The following panel has the same character saying, 
"He only lies when there's a situation." 

• Greg Dell, a Methodist preacher (Broadway 
Methodist Church in Chicago), performs marriage 
rites for homosexual couples. Dell thinks he can pick 
and choose what he believes is right in the Bible and 
ignore the rest (Chicago Tribune, Dec. 28, 1998). 

Okay, Earl, you did good- again! Thank 
you for your help. 

Swing, Swing, Swing 
. 0 Micky Walker in a letter to the editor of the 

Abilene-Reporter News (Dec. 10, 1998) wrote, "Re
garding the article about a group of Abilene Chris
tian University students swing dancing off campus, 
their activities are an affront to the rest of the stu
dent body." She continued, "Perhaps the students 
should consider finishing their education elsewhere. 
Their parents would be well advised to send them to 
SMU, Baylor, Rice or any of the fine state schools 
that make no effort to control student life." 

r6anlt rou 
0 Travis Boyd wrote to say: "We enjoy the Firm 

Foundation. It is heartening to read articles that 
present Bible truth. Brother Tant used to say, 'We are 
drifting,' and it is always good to hear about E.R. 
Davis in 'Potpourri.' Here's hoping a long life for 
you and your staff." 

Another reader· wrote to say, "Thank you for the 
Jubilee '98 videotape. It has been a great help." 

Bennie Thornton of Hampton, Va., wrote, "All 
praise be unto God for this opportunity to send 
greetings to you and prayers that all is well with the 
staff at the Firm Foundation." 

Jill leafll Jo Us Part 
1J Arleen Judith Klotzko, a health-care lawyer 

and b'ioethicist, University of Pennsylvania, wrote 
(Chic~go Tribune, Dec. 6, 1998), "Jack Kevorkian 
crossed the line between killing and allowing pa
tients to die with his first physician-assisted suicide. 
It was the critical step on the ethical and legal slip
pery slope." 

4ggies 
0 Texas A&M President Ray Bowen con

demned a school football player for making a re
mark that '"implied" intolerance toward homosexu
als. ·The player was forced to apologize. 

At a pep-rally for the team in November, senior 
tight end Dan Campbell declared that he was proud 

to attend a school were "women like men and men 
like women." The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgendered Aggies issued a complaint to the 
school. Note that the Campbell statement didn't 
mention homosexuals at all - it merely professed 
Campbell's enthusiasm for his school because of its 
traditional atmosphere (Campus Report, Dec. '98). 

Degradation 
0 A Louisiana doctor was convicted of at

tempted second degree murder for injecting his 
long-time mistress with blood tainted with the AIDS 
virus and hepatitis C after she ended their liaison, 
because he had repeatedly promised to leave his wife 
for her, but failed to do so. 

f6e Home 
0 The Council on Families reports that most 

American high-school textbooks that discuss mar
riage and love treat such matters as "health" issues: 
"These textbooks convey to students an image of mar
riage and family life that is radically uninspiring." It is 
no accident that marriage and love have been catego
rized as health issues: this is the basis on which the 

Will future generations remember? 

Will the ideals you cherish now 
be sustained then? 

Will someone promote your principles? 

Who will guide your grandchildren? 

With your help, the Firm Foundation 
will continue as a powerful voice 

sustaining those beliefs you hold dear. 

Remember us in your will 
and in your contributions. 

For more information contact: 

Firm Foundation Legacy 
Attn: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P. 0. Box 690192 • Houston, Texas 77269 
(281) 469-31 02 
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schools took over this territory from parents in the 
first place. The solution to uninspiring school instruc
tion on sex, love, and marriage is not, as some conser
vative commentators have suggested, to make it in
spiring. It can never be, coming from teachers who 
care very little about the child's religious bac~ground 
and his parent's hopes. Instead of tinkering with a 
program that was flawed from the start, we should 
take away the schools' authority to discuss such inti
mate matters in the classroom. Perhaps they could 
teach math instead" (National Review, Oct. 26, 
1998). 

Grandma 
0 After her 19-year-old son shot himself playing 

Russian roulette, 3 8-year-old Pamela Reno, a cock
tail waitress in Nevada, could not bear to let him die 
without the possibility of her becoming a grand
mother. So she took his sperm and froze them. J er
emy has since died, and Mom/Grandma waits for an 
egg donor. Miss Reno's promise: "I'm going to have 
Jeremy's picture on the wall, .and I'm going to tell 
the child, 'That's Daddy.'" Well, that should clear up 
any confusion. 

I fold fou So 
0 Cornell University's administration, engaged 

in an indefatigable crusade for "diversity,"· has given 
free reign to the faculty to incorporate its every radi
cal whim and every extreme agenda into the class
room. The results are striking. There are courses at 
Cornell that artfully breach every imaginable -· ·and 
many unimaginable - standards of most students. 

A recent offering has crossed the threshold from 
the absurd to the dangerous. The syllabus for "The 
Sexual Child" reads like a veritable Who's Who of 
pro-pedophiles . . • including, but not limited to, 
Daniel Tsang, the author of Age Taboo, which pur
ports to deliver an "academic" analysis of pedophilia; 
Pat Califia, a self-proclaimed "sexual outlaw" and 
author of the essay, The Age of Consent: The Great 
Kiddy-Porn Panic of ~77, and Macho Sluts; and 
Havelock Ellis, author of The School Friendships of 
Girls. 

Other materials in the course include the pro-pe
dophilia book Child-Loving, the essay The Hysteria 
of Child Pornography and Pedophilia~ and For a Lost 
Solider (a Ge~man film about the relationship be-

Bible lnfonet 
hHp:/Jwww.bible-infonet.org/ 

tween a twelve-year-old boy and a Dutch Soldier), 
and Sally Mann's photographs of naked children. 

Students are enlightened by such lectures as The 
Child as Sexual Object and Sexual Subject, Big Bad 
Wolves~ Loving Children, and Having Children. 

English Professor, Ellis Hanson, the course in
structor, adopts the view of the radical feminist and 
homosexual movements that gender and sexual 
practices are merely "constituted in society and his
tory, not biologically ordained." 

Hence the pedophiles are merely misunderstood 
and oppressed by society. The professor says "boy
lovers are so stigmatized that it is difficult to find de
fenders for their civil liberties, let alone erotic orien
tation." This university pundit concludes, "Sex is 
taken all too seriously" in our culture and that laws 
outlawing pedophilia represent 'erotic hysteria' and 
are ultimately 'foolish, unjust, and tyrannical.'" · 

Carl Whitman of New York, in his book, Out of 
the Closet, says, "Sex between children and adults is 
healthy and acceptable." Gerald Hannon writes, in 
his book, Gay Youth and the Question of Consent, 
promotes pedophilia with the admonition to "pros
elytize and teach young people with the message that 
gay is good, that they are not diseased or sinful, and 
that they should get out of their families as soon as 
they can, that they should organize with other gay 
people that its all right to have sex.~ . 

Califia blasts American parents by saying, "Chil
dren are celibate because their· parents· prevent them 
from playing with other little kids or adults." 
(Source: Campus Report, Dec. 1998). . . 

Worship, WorsiJip 
0 MiChael Weed (Christian Chronicle, Nov. 

1998) quotes Donald Miller as· saying, "to evaluate 
worship by what happens iit the experience of the 
worshipper is to make men, not God, the center of 
worship. Worship then becomes a device to use God 
for human ends, a tool for manipulating divine 
power and making God a slave to man." · 

Miller continues: 
In mode~ worship services, too much attention 
is directed toward what happens to the worship
per. Devices of sound, lighting anc:f pageantry 
are frequently utilized to produce emotional 
feelings in t.he worshiper. Those who participate . 
tend to evaluate the worship service in terms of 
how it ••. gave them a 'good feeling' or 'inspired 
them.' ·... Religious entertainment is often con
fused ~ith religious worship. 

Well .... Amen! 
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-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. Ot223-2t0t01. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God"' 

-Aiaska
Anchorage-78oo Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. ContactWm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@juno.com 

••••• 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

••••• 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44c11 Ave., 
(205) 339-62t1. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
6:00 p.m. Aaiv~ t:oll~~ program. Transportation 
available • •••• 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed •. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778~8955 ••••• 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. tO, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. • •••• 

Seal Beach- Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. tO, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

••••• 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, t0:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted ~arks. ~~~:.worship with us. 
Visalia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
peada-. Home of Greater Vasalia Firm 
Fo~ion Lectureship 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 800t2. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matter1 of THE Faith. 

Craig- Downtown ·ch;r~h of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia - Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 
Clearwater- Centr7d Church of Christ, t454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. •. • •. 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 18tt 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake F~r~;t• Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. tO, tt a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Gamer, minister. 
Lake City- Lake dey• Church of Christ, 36t4 
South SR 47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south!'! ]-l} off exit 8t. 
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, t0:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 ••••• 
Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
Orange Park- Lake;id; Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 ••••• 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 52t5 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). • • • • • 
Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Dan Wheeler, minister. 
(407) 657-0657, Tonr Williams, youth minister. 
Pensacola - Bellview• Ch.urch of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 
Sarasota - Midway: • 1ii6 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 M~~ s:. Sun. tO, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-t47S. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

••••• 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
t0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-913t. 
Home of Firm Foundation Northwest Lecture
ship. Sun. 10, tt a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bronson Osric, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 477t2. Sun. 9:15, t0:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Michigan-
Garden City (suburb of Detroit) - 1657 Middle
belt Rd. Sun. 10, 10:55 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Dan Goddard, minister. (313) 422-8660 off., 261-
4126 res. 1-275 to Ford Rd. Exit to Middlebelt Rd 
(6 mi.), rt. 2 blks. http://www.garden-city-coc.org 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. tO, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (2t8) 722-1984, 722-187t. 

••••• 
Virginia -Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S • 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (2t8) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. tO, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton~ ~il!i!ter. (60t) 924-5300 
Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (60t) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson~ Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun • 
9,10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4t7) 334-3866. 

••••• 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
t08th St., 68t64. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
t0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (9t9) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, t0:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. Western Ohio 
Valley Firm FounJati!!'. I;e.ctureship. 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, t0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 
Fairborn, near Da~~~ • ;nd Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma
Muskogee- ~tside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston. 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. •••• • 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- P•nnsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
t339 S. Hanover Sr., t9464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 
Home of Southeastern Pennsylvania Firm Foun· 
dation Lectureship •. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy.'14 (P.O. Box 625) 296Si.. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m~ Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-89St. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church ·of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 374 t2. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. Home of the Firm Foun-
dation Lectureship. • • • • • 

Cookeville - Northe~t Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6. p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. On~ mile nor~ of 
1-40 just off Hwr.·111. Malcolm Hill and. Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. · • • • • •· 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O~ Box ·2686, 38SS7, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. ·to, 11' a.m.~ 5:30 p._nj., Wed. 7 p.m~ 
Jimmie B. Hall, minister~ . ' . . ..... . 

Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (St2) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central T~as Lectureship . . .... 
Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go S.S. miles west on Hwy. tOS 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. tO a.m., t0:4S a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to lake Conroe. RV's welcome! · · ..... 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (28t) 492-t2t9. Sun. 9, tO 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelisL 

••••• 
Huntsville- t380 Fish Hatchery Rd., Sun. 9, tO 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (409) 438-8202 

Hurst- Northeast Ch~;~~ of Christ, t313 Karla 
St., 76053. (81'1) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 0 •• • ••. 

Klein Area Church of ·Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 3514649, 
Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 ·p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. . . . . . .... 
Livingston - 1101 W. Church. St., Exit off 59 
LoOp on Hwy 190, .tum easL Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:3.0 p.m. Lindell Mitchell,.minister. 

••••• 
Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 8.m., 6 
p~m., W~d. 7_p.m. 13 .miles w of Texarkana-on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, ~v~gelist. 

••••• 
Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600· N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p~m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

. ..... . .. 
Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk & WalnuL 
Sun~ 9:45, 10:45 a.m.; 6 p.m. ·wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 ••••• 

Rosenberg - Graeber Ro,d Church of Christ, 
1910 G.rae.ber R~ 77471 (281) 341-7776 Sun 9, 
tO·a.m., 60-p.m.,.:Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in E"gl~sh. and 

San Antonio- Northern Cales Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop t604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210)_496-1346 . .... 
Schcra- Church of Christ, SOl Schera Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schera Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118 •. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 ..... 
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox fUll Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn HitchcOc:k, minis_ter, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, t0:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e· 
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelisL 

-Wisconsi~ 
Manitowoc -Church of.Christ, 1109 N 17th 
SL, 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

--·Wyoming -
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Chris~. 4l1 
E. ·8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. ••••• 
Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, . 58 
West .5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, tO 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin.Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 

0 

New. Address?. . - . . ' 

Spanish:) ... 0 • • • • • 0 
Memphis - Forest· Hill Church of Christ, 3950 · 
Forest• Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560~- Sun.' 9:30, San Antonio ..:....: Shenandoah Church of Christ, 

Please n~titr us · · . · 

to 30 · L · w·d. 7 · · (901) 3L3 t1026 Wlirzbach .Rd.,. 78230. '(210)' 696-5532, P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430-oo69 .. : a. m.,- u p.m.,· e p.m.. u • 
3330 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-0617. · · Sun .. 9:30, 10:3P.a.m.,.~ ·p.m., Wed,.. 7:30p.m., · · jprophet@republlc.net . · 

•• •• • Don~l~ W~lker, pre~cher. 1-888-367-6216 · 
ML Juliet -.The Villages. Church of Christ, 436 ,..:-...:..· ...:..· ....:........;....-~--:J-'-------~====:::;:::===::::;:======~ 
Belinda P.kway. Filteet) mi~utes from downtown , .. 
N~laville. S~n.·. 9, 10 a.m., 6. p.m, Wed .. 7 p,rn. · · .. 

~ ·Advertisir:~g Policy - · · Wayne Coats, preacher. . · . · 0 . . ... 
. . . ..... . . .. 

Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ,· 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. ·Box 4125 37864. 'Sun. ,~ 10 
a.m., 6 p.m.~ Wed. t p.ni. (423)'453-8909,·fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Dani~~ preacher -
Home of the ·Great' Smoky· Mountains Firm 
Foundation Le~~eship. 

-Texas-. 
Austin - Southwest Church of Christ, 8900 
Manchaca Rd., 78748-5399. (512) 282-2438, 
Fax (512) 282-2486~ ·Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m .. , ·6 
p~ni., Wed. 7:30p.m. Home of Southwest School 
of Bible Studies and the · Annual . South-west 
Lectureship. Publisher of The Christian Worker, 
"The·_Word of Life~· KLBJ 590 AM; Sun~, 7:06-
7:30 a.m. ' . . . . 

. . ..... . . . . . 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (1.13).:422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50. a.m., 6 p,m., OW~d. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal · 
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We wel~me your advertising, although ·the Firm Foundation reserve& the right to accep.t : 
. or refuse afly offer~ ~~~e.rtlse In_ the paper. There are some ihtngs we wlli noi promote, as. 
. a matter· of .policy. We try to be prudent, though we may o_ccaslonally fall.- . 0 

Beca'use ·we want to r:nalntaln a certain style and appearance In the Firm. Foundation, 
we a~nounce this policy with r_,ference to:the setup and layout for advertisements: The 
Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising~ The cost for this Is $60 · 
for ~ full _page, ~5 for a half pag.e~ ~30 _for_ a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 lnch~s, $1 o ~r 1..2 . 
lnche~. Thls.ls ln. addition. to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as·you would like 
to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of-fonts, and th$'layout·wlll be a~juste~ to harmonize w'th the ~ver&u ap-
pearance of the pap~r: 0 0 . · . ·. ·. : . · · 

In the ~e~t of ~ajor changes,_ the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank youl· 
. . ; ' . . . 

· P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430..0069 
(888} 367..&216 (toll free) • fax (409} 553-3721 • JprophetOrepubllc.net 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be received 
6 weeb prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the fint of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
Congregation in Alliance, Nebraska is looking for 
a sound, conservative preacher, who loves the truth 
and will preach it. We are a community of about 
10,000, with the main economy from the Railroad 
and a factory. We have been in existence since 
1962, and now have about 45 in attendance. We 
need someone who will strengthen the brethren 
and help the church grow God's way. We do not 
think truth is relative, but absolute. The church 
bas some money set aside to support a preacher, 
but will possibly need some additional support in 
the future. Please contaCt: Allen Bright, (308)762-
1566 day, 762-6751 evening; Stuart Simpson, 762· 
8002 evening; orJerry Allen 762-8382. 

Sound biblically, but balanced, conservative 
congregation is looking for associate/youth minister. 
Must be doctrinally sound and biblically balanced; 
married preferred, but anyone may apply. 
Congregation about 275 members. Livingston 
Church of Christ, 212 E. Cedar St., Livingston, 
1N 38570. (931) 823-1441. 

Minister position available at Stringtown Road 
Church of Christ, Medina, Texas. Successful 
applicant will be energetic and interested in working 
with children. Medina Children's Home composes 
85% of the 200-member congregation. Competitive 
compensation package. Contact George W. Rose, 
Elder, HCR 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78055; (830) 
589·2871. GWROSE@HTcr.NET 

W~t~: We arc in need of an experienced 
scripturally sound minister of the gospel between 
30 and SS years of age. This racially diverse 
eongregation of 180 members is led by'S elders. 
Salary is dependent on. experience and education 
(large· 3-bedroom home is part of salary)~ ·This 
position wiU be open after Jan. 6, 1999. Send 
r~um6 and video tape of recent sermon to The 
Elders, W. Carpenter Rd Church of Christ, G-
2296. W. Carpenter Rd., Flint, MI 48505. 

Central Arkansas congregation scripturally 
organized with elders and deacons; regular 
attendance around 400. Scelcing pulpit minister. 
Submit resume, Downtown Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 614, Morrilton, AR 72110. (501) 354-2323. 
Emaii, church@cybcrback.com; fax (SOl) 354-
0661. Homepagc: http://www.cybcrback.com/ 
-church/ 

Nonheast Oklahoma congregation of 330 members 
bas immediate need for experienced, Bible-centered 
man to work with active parent group ·in well-· 
established youth program. Will coordinate 
education program. Approx. age 30-40 years. Prefer 
marri~d man. Send r6sum6 to Central Church of 

Christ, 319 E. Blue Starr Dr., Claremore, OK 
74017. (918) 341-0531; 341-6804 (elder). 

Education minister needed for congregation of 
approx. 500 members. Please send r6sum6 to Elders, 
Southgate Church of Christ, 528 Country Club 
Rd., San Angelo, TX 76904. 

Small consresation (about 35 members) in north 
central Florida is loolcing for a preacher. Will supply 
modem 3-bedroom house plus utilities and small 
salary. Interlachen Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
1884, Interlachen, FL 3~148. (904) 684-2824. 

Minister wanted. Congregation of approx. 100 
seeking experience, sound, mature evangelist. Salary 
provided. Send r6sum6 with references to: Jesse 
Hight, Lantana Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2686, 
Crossville, 1N 38557 

Sound, conservative, full-time minister desired for 
self-supporting congregation of about SO. Write to 
Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., 
Dayton, OH 45431. Attn. F. Fry or D. Hampton, 
or call (937) 233-0967 after 3 p.m. 

Congregation of 60+ with a pulpit and large 3-
bcdroom house to fill. Looking for a well· 
motivated, spiritually minded minister with· family 
to join our family here in Aberdeen, W A. Send 
mum6 and video or audio tape to Church of Christ, 
5121 Olympic Hwy., Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Associate minister needed: growing congregation 
of 250 needs a man to take a good education 
program and make it top-notch, also to take a 
good youth program and. make it excellent. 
Experience ncccssacy. Send r6sum6 to Eastside 
Church of Christ, 9030 NE Glisan, Portland, OR 
97220. 

Full-time sound, conservative minister wanted. 
Congregation est. for 35 Yrs, ave. attendance 120, 
no elders. Supports missionaries and benevolent 
work, active youth sroup. Full support provided. 
Send r6sum6 to Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 30680; (770) 867-SSll. 

Full-time pulpit minister needed. Mature age, good 
leadership qualities, personal work experience in 
church and community, active with young people. 
Church of Christ, 4000 48th St., Moline, n. 61265. 
Members 100+, no elders. Contact Dave Kirchner 
(309) 787-2478; Doug Shackleford (309) 786· 
8718; jfshaclc@aol.com; office (309) 797-5433. 

. PreachenAvailable 
Semi-retired conservative preacher seeking 
conservative congregation in Tennessee. 45 years 
preaching experience. KJV used. (248) 475-1608. 

Preacher available; 24 years full-time preaching, 
last 6 yn. with current congregation, 10 years with 
previous congregation; 3 years as an elder. Prefer 
congregation in central upper Midwest. Have 
worked in mission congregation 13 years. Would 
consider working in new mission area if supporting 
congregation is available. Extensive radio 
broadcasting background. Joe D. Mitchell (715) 
389-1754. 

For Sale 
Preacher library for sale. Catholic E.ncyclop~dia~ 
Faith 6' Facti (Vol. 1·22), Gospel Anchor (Vol. 1· 
14), Gospel Guardian (Vol. 1·16, 19, 23-32), 
Guardian ofTruth (Vol. 25·29, 40), The Preceptor 
(VoL 7·34), Seaching the Scriptures (Vol. 1·33), 
Torch (Vol. 1·20), Truth MllgiWM (Vol. 2·5, 9, 
12·24), With All Boldnul (Vol. 1-4), several other 
misc. books, booklets. $4,000 plus shipping. Ron 
Milliner (804) 706-1540 or wordsout@crols.com. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whateuer ~ 
to Heaven and Hdll (1994)- $17.50; Praetieal 
Christianity: Daily Christian Living (1998) -
S 17 .SO;Balanud Christianity: Mllintaining Biblical 
Balance (1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lcsson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1·800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Boolcfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Boob: The Godhead (1998), 
The Two Covenant~ (1996) $15.00; Dangerous 
'Isms (1997) $14.50; The Major Prophet~ (1995), 
The Providenu of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophet$ ·(1990) $12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box.128, Southaven, MS 
38671 •. (601) 393.;2690. Add $2.00 shipping &: 
handling on single book orderS. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. 

The Davidson· Yerkes Debate on Jehovah's 
Witnesses doctrine is now available. Second 
printing. Yerkes affirmed annihilation for wicked, 
no hell. Davidson affirmed eternity in hell for the 
wicked. $6.00 post pd. Order from]. L. Davidson, 
13832 Bert Brown, Conroe, TX 77302. 

Miscellaneous 
Thinking about attending a school of preaching~ 
Call toll-free 1·800-805-7792 (24 hr.) for our &ee 
academic catalog. Southwest School of Bible 
Studies, Austin, Texas. You will 1M glad you did. 

Student~ Moving to Atlanta~ Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299•1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.blble-lnfo~et.org/ 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. on CD-ROM 
......................... $149.95 

a Contains all 14 of his books 
a References from King James Bible 
• Articles by him from 

• Gospel Advocate 
• Gospel Guardian 
• Bible Banner 
• Torch 

Audio CasseHa Sermon Album 
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Stand Up and Be Counted 
By Robert R. Stephenson 

We live in a wonderful land - a land that has 
afforded us rights and privileges. Sadly, 
these rights and privileges are too often 

taken for granted. Even sadder still is the fact that 
many in our society have taken advantage and even 
abused these precious freedoms. In doing so, they 
have led our nation down that long, wide, immoral 
path to destruction. Solomon said, "Righteousness 
exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people" 
(Prov. 14:34) . 

Robert H. Bork, in his book entitled, Slouching 
Towards Gomorrah: Modern Liberalism And Ameri
can Decline, would comment on the internal prob
lem that our nation faces, saying: 

[l] t is impossible to say what the outcome will 
be, but for the moment our trajecto ry continues 
downward. This is not to deny that much in our 
culture remains healthy, that many families arc 
intact and continue to r:1ise children with strong 
moral values. American culture is complex and 
resi lient. Bur it is also not to be denied that the re 
are aspects of :1lmost every branch of our cu lture 
that are worse th:1n ever before and that the rot 
is spreading (Robert H. Bork, Slouching Towards 
Gomorrah: Modem Liberalism And American 
Decline, Regan Books, 1996. p. 2). 

Yes, it is a very sobering thought - the moral 
decay of our nation! 

As Christians, we know that God is in control of 
all things! He created all t hings, a truth clearly 

taught in Genesis 1; John 1:3 and Colossians 1:16. 
And, today, the Almighty God is still in control. Paul 
instructs that "in Him all things hold together " (Col. 
1:17). 

Daniel would prophetically speak of the su
premacy of God (which is still true today!) over all 
nations, when he recorded, "And it is He who changes 
the times and the epochs; He removes kings and es
tablishes kings; H e gives wisdom to wise men, and 
knowledge to men of understanding" (Dan. 2 :21). 

In Colossians 1:16 and 2:10, Paul records: 

For by H im all things were created, both in the 
heavens and o n earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones o r domini ons or rulers or au
thorities- all things have been created by Him 
and fo r H im ... He is the head over all rule and 
authority. 

God is in control. H ow long will God tolerate 
such an immoral society as ours? 

Realizing the moral decay of our nation, what 
are we Christians to do? W hat is our responsibility? 
It is comforting to know that through faithful service 
to God, this world {the United States of America) is 
not our home! Paul wrote, "Our citizenship is in 
heaven" (Phil. 3 :20) . 

In similar fashion to that of Abraham, we must 
live by faith "looking for the city which has founda
tions, whose architect and builder is God" (Heb. 
11:10). Yet, until we step onto that heavenly land, 

(contintted 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

Evangelism 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Evangelize or fossi lize. We cannot stand 
still. Our Commander-in-Chief com
mands us to "go ye into all the world, and 

preach the gospel to the whole creation." 
I would as soon be a liberal who despises the 

commands of the Bible on the insubstantial plea 
that grace does away with law, as to be an enemy 
of the cross by ignoring the Lord's command to 
evangelize. 

In either case the divine will is frustrated . 

,.·-. .. ~ . . . ' 
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The church is the people. When the church becomes so ob
sessed with navel-gazing1 that it cannot earnestly pursue growth, 
it has ceased to be the church. 

Failure to go into the highways and hedges to fi ll the Lord's 
house is to walk all over the Son of God, and count the sanctifying 
blood of the covenant an unholy thing, and insult the Spirit of 
grace (Heb. 10:29). 

God's vengeance is not exhausted. His judgment will begin at 
his own house, and, "what shall be the end of them that obey not 
the gospel of God? (1 Pet 4: 17). 

It is more stupid and dangerous to know the will of God and 
not do it, than it is to not know his will at all. 

That servant who knows his master's wi ll and does not get ready 
or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many 
blows. But the one who does not know and does things deserv
ing punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone 
who has been given much, much wi ll be demanded; and from 
the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be 
asked (Luke 12:47-48). 

H ave the chosen people of God become so argumentative that 
they have no interest in seeking to save the lost? Jesus came to 
serve [minister] and to give his life a ransom for many (Matt. 
20:28) . Have those who have been redeemed by his blood degen
erated to the point that they care nothi ng for the lost, but are only 
concerned about ridiculing unbelievers and beating up brethren? 

When we have more interest in arguing than in gently teach
ing and converting, we demonstrate our inexcusable ignorance of 
the bleeding heart of the Son of God. An in-your-face disposition 

1 Excessive introspectio n, self-absorption, or a concentration on 
a single issue to the detriment of a broad view and a full grasp of 
problems or circumstances." 



is as wrong as robbing banks, abortion, or adultery. 
If at the last great day the King astride the white horse says to 

us, "I was lost and you did not lovingly teach me the saving truth 
of the gospel." Will we so blind as to answer, "Lord, Lord when 
saw we thee lost and unsaved and did not minister unto thee?" 

Let us fear to become so warrior oriented that we cannot pick 
up a broken and bleeding body and carry it to a first aid station. 

If the lost see only scowling hatred in the professed redeemed, 
they will remain forever lost - and it will be the fault of the 
compassionless, wayward children of God - they will be beaten 
with many stripes. Malice and injustice are vehement passions that 
call out all our energies when we oppress and persecute. Our ears, 
it seems, are wonderfully attuned to sneers and evil reports about 
our fellow men. 

Please do not misunderstand. It is right to detect heresy and 
"earnestly contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to 
the saints." It is also good, if a brother is overtaken in a trespass, 
"to restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness." It is necessary to 
"prove the spirits, whether they are of God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world." 

Still, if this becomes our single purpose and we have no heart 
for the shepherd-less lost, we have missed the target as completely 
as the man who knowingly hobnobs with false teachers and never 
seeks to instruct them in the way of the Lord more perfectly. 

The idea that angrily offending people shows strength is a 
devil's lie. 

It is reported that a sign on a building occupied by a software 
company in desperate need of employees has been changed from 
"Trespassers will be prosecuted," to "Trespassers will be re
cruited." 

The church ought to learn something from that and, instead of 
prosecuting with vengeance, we ought to recruit with deep aware
ness, saying, and "There, but for the grace of God go I." 

When our only ambition is to beat people up, we are beyond 
the pale of Christian service and deep into the morass of justifi
able human contempt. We call to mind again the famous Pogo 
quote, "We have met the enemy, and he is us." 

In the September 1998 issue of Christian Bible Teacher there is 
an article by Joe Barnett (pp. 300-303). The article is, of course, 
not perfect (a man wrote it), but it is brilliant - and it is true. 
Brother Barnett is seeking to call us to evangelism by reminding us 
that The Church Must Grow. 

Barnett points out that the people of God must have persistent 
imaginatiQn if we are to accomplish anything of value. He does 
not mean starry-eyed, but practical. Not overzealous, like teenage 
girls shrieking over a matinee idol, but well planned and diligently 
prosecuted. 

"The business of a teacher is to teach; and if he involves him
self in the kind of God-eclipsing activities which make teaching 
impossible, he betrays the trust which his fellows have tacitly 
placed in him." 
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How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publisheth salvation, that saith unto 
Zion, Thy God reigneth! (lsa. 52:7). 

Churchill is quoted as having said, "Never, 
never, never, never, give up." Barnett says we need 
some of that in the church. Well . . . we do, but it 
must be applied to things that are noble and never to 
the base and the common. 

Barnett wrote: 

I admit to being a local church enthusiast. 
People need the local church. Jesus instituted 
the church and the purpose he gave (at least one 
of them) was that the church be instrumental in 
reaching people for him. And so for a long time 
the church has been doing that very thing. It's 
been the launching pad for evangelism, for 
reaching more people with the Gospel. I get ex
cited when I see a local church that is really do
ing that job - aggressive, evangelistic, involved, 
trying to reach people of the community. 

Paul is a sterling example. He was persecuted for 
righteousness sake. He was vilified by his own -
both fellow Jews and false brethren (1 Cor 11:26-
I suspect his perils among false brethren gave him 
more heartache than any other danger)- but he 
never wavered. He kept right on preaching the gos
pel to save the lost. 

I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my con
science bearing witness with me in the Holy 
Spirit, that I have great sorrow and unceasing 
pain in my heart. For I could wish that I myself 
were anathema from Christ for my brethren's 
sake, my kinsmen according to the flesh (Rom. 
9:1-3). 

Brethren, my heart's desire and my supplica
tion to God is for them, that they may be saved 
Rom. 10:1). 

Is that our attitude? Do we have great sorrow 
and unceasing pain because of lost souls? Are we 
willing to be anathema if it would save our brethren? 
Do we weep over the erring ones? Do we pray for 
those who are out of Christ, and who are unfaithful 
to jesus? 

The church must get growing again. I lived 
through the time of tremendous evangelistic success. 
Meetings would produce a score or two-score of 
converts, and some as many as a hundred. The saints 
were fervent and determined. Bibles were studied 
a.nd the truth was proclaimed. It was an exciting 
nme. 

4 
I long and pray for its return. 
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We must shake off our lethargy - jokes about it 
won't do, since we ourselves are the brunt of the 
joke. Sarcastic ridicule won't work, since we are the 
culprits. 

Some programs of evangelism are weak, and de
base the gospel. We make no entreaty for wishy
washy, meaningless palaver that has no spine and no 
power. The gospel must be preached with boldness, 
and never as if it were a retraction - disavowing a 
strongly held belief. 

We must speak out boldly and in Christ's name, 
but never viciously and senselessly. 

Sherrie Porter of Garland, Texas, has recently 
sent a letter in which she tells of an ambitious evan
gelistic program in Dallas. The letter makes a lot of 
sense. Please indulge a few excerpts: 

I want to share something with you that I am 
very excited about. I am a 37-year-old woman, 
who has been a member of the church since I 
was 13, and having attended Harding Univer
sity. 

A friend heard about a congregation and in
vited me, saying, 'Sherrie, these people are 
spunky!' I went. That was July 1997. 

Ivy Conner is the preacher for the Main Street 
Church of Christ (formerly Peak and Eastside) 
.•. We don't compromise or apologize for the 
word of God. We are not afraid to reveal false 
doctrine and rebuke and reprove from the Bible. 

On December 31, 1997 we started a 90-day . 
gospel meeting, which has been extended to 
more than 360 days. We have had 70 conver
sions this year [1998]. 

In my entire life, I can remember maybe 10 
conversions, before coming to Main Street. I'm 
sorry to say, I didn't have a clue about how to 
teach the gospel. I do now. This is the most ex
citing thing I've ever witnessed. 

Unfortunately, I have not had an opportunity to 
visit the Main Street church in Dallas and check it 
out, but it does sound like what every congregation 
?~ght to be doing. If ~he report is true (and I suspect 
It ts), every congregation of the Lord's people in the 
world ought to be following this example of evange
lism. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston~ TX 77269-0192 
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Stand Up and Be Counted 
(continued frt?m page 1) 

we sojourn here. How does this truth affect our life? 
If the "Slouching Towards Gomorrah" is going to be 
stopped, if it can be stopped, what must occur? The 
answer is simple: a return of our nation and it's 
people to God! To begin this trek righteous people 
must stand up and be counted! 

There is nothing wrong in using the rights and 
privileges given unto us in this land. This point is 
powerfully taught by the apostle Paul as he appealed 
to his natural born rights as a Roman citizen before 
he was examined by scourging (Acts 22:22-29). As a 
naturally born citizen of Rome, Paul appealed to 
these rights to protect himself, physically. 

Today, as faithful children of God, we must stand 
up and speak out against the immoral direction that 
our nation has drifted. We do so by using the rights 
afforded to us as citizens of our fair nation. It begins 
with our vote. It matters not to me if you are a Demo
crat, Republican, Independent, Reformist or some 
other party. To me the only thing that matters is God 
and his Word. With this in mind, I would like to sug
gest two biblical principals that we must keep in mind 
as we cast our votes in this and every election. 

First, please remember that God's Word applies 
to every person. It is not written only to Christians. 
Jesus would emphatically state, "He who rejects me, 
and does not receive my sayings, has one who judges 
him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the 
last day" Qohn 12:48). Additionally, Paul writes, 
"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his 
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:10). 

Even in the Old Testament, we learn that God 
holds all accountable. "For God will bring every act 
to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it 
is good or evil" (Eccl. 12:14). Yes, every human will 
stand before God. And every human is amenable to 
God's Word. 

The second biblical principal that must be kept 
in mind is character counts. The subject of character 
has been quite prominent in the last few elections. 
We hear of individuals disregarding the "character 
factor," saying, that character has no place in poli
tics. I beg to differ! The individuals elected to public 
office are elected to represent us. If their character is 

corrupt, morally bankrupt, then it reflects upon us. 
I remind you of God's message through 

Solomon's hand, "Righteousness exalteth a nation; 
But sin is a reproach to any people" (Prov. 14:34). 
Therefore, we must look for individuals who share 
the qualities of character that we possess (godly 
character). 

Recently, I was invited into a discussion of poli
tics with two Christians. My viewpoint was and is 
founded in the biblical principals that I have cited. 
The two dear Christian friends began discussing the 
shameful character of a particular candidate. One 
said, "I don't agree with his personal lifestyle, his in
fidelity, his dishonesty and many of the political po
sitions that he has taken which went against what 
our party claims to stand for, but he's the candidate 
of my party." 

While I commend the faithfulness to a "political 
party," I hope and pray that we will be even more 
faithful to "heaven's party." When we begin to con
sider individuals to whom we will cast our vote, I 
hope and pray that God and his Word will be the 
standard that we will use and not the "party plat
form" of a man-made political party. 

Please rea~on this way with me: if our character 
is godly, then we will look for those who possess a 
respect for God and that respect will be demon
strated by their actions. If their life shows actions 
that they have given their life over to Satan, then 
how can we ask them to represent us? 

Please keep in mind; 1) the moral decay of our 
nation; 2) that God and proper respect of his Word 
is America's only hope; 3) his Word applies to every
one - saint and sinner; and 4) that character does 
count. 

6312 N Hill Ln. 
Ft. Worth, TX 76135 

(Editor~s note: William J. Bennett made this ob-
servation: 

America is the greatest nation in the history of 
the world - the richest, most powerful, most 
envied, most consequential. And yet America is 
the same nation that leads the industrialized 
world in rates of murder, violent crime, impris
onment, divorce, abortion, sexu~lly transmitted 
diseases, single-parent households, teen suicide, 
cpcaine consumption, and pornography produc-
tion and consumption.) Fp 
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Road Rage 
By Travis L. Quertermous 

Recently, a St. Louis woman was killed in an 
automobile accident after being run off the 
highway by an enraged driver who thought 

she had cut him off. In North Carolina, one woman 
ran another woman off the road and sent her to the 
hospital as a result. Why? She saw her boyfriend in 
the other woman's car. As it turned out, they were 
both pregnant by him! Thankfully, no one was seri
ously hurt in the accident. 

A new term has been coined to explain this in
creasing phenomenon of highway violence - "road 
rage." This is what happens when one driver be
comes so infuriated at the actions of another driver 
that he intentionally causes a wreck, involving the 
driver he is angry with. 

····Frankly, in my opinion, road rage is just another 
way to excuse the sinful, harmful behavior of people. 
We live in a society that largely rejects the notion of 
personal responsibility. We are all victims, it seems, 
and my sins are always someone else's fault! So if 
someone behaves irresponsibly on the highway, and I 
lose my temper, intentionally causing an accident, I 
can now blame this on road rage! I can claim that I was 
not in my right mind, that the other driver caused me 
to lose control, and that it was his fault. 

Of course, road rage is not new. It predates auto
mobiles. In 2 Kings 9:20, we read, "And the watch
man reported, saying, 'He went up to them and is 
not coming back; and the driving is like the driving 
of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he drives furiously!'" 
Jehu was known for his furious driving. 

Why is it that normally rational people can turn 
into dangerous, raving maniacs when they get be
hind the wheel? Is it because the roads are more dan
gerous? Is it because we are poorer drivers than we 
used to be? Is it because people are ruder today? Is it 
because we live under more stress today than people 
used to? All of these may have something to do with 
this problem. 

We may as well "'fess up," brethren, because I 
have ridden with some of you and have seen the way 
you drive! I, too, make mistakes behind the wheel, 
as my wife will quickly tell you! One of them, how
ever, is not rudeness. 
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I do not believe that many faithful Christians 
will lose such control of their tempers that they 
would intentionally harm another motorist (no mat
ter how much we might like to sometimes). "Self 
control" is one of the Christian's graces that all 
faithful children of God will manifest (2 Pet. 1:6). I 
hope none of us is guilty of "road rage." 

But I have heard some Christians boast about 
how fast they drive and others talking about how 
many accidents they have had. Do we honestly be
lieve that God just ignores our sin when we violate 
the traffic laws and drive as if they do not exist? 
Have we forgotten that Peter said: 

Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord's sake, whether to the king 
as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are 
sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and 
for the praise of those who do good. For this is 
the will of God that by doing good you may put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish men - as 
free, yet not using your liberty as a cloak of vice, 
but as servants of God. Honor all people. Love 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king (1 
Pet. 2:13-17; see also Rom. 13:1-5; Titus 3:1). 

If all drivers obeyed this law of God, road rage 
would end and all other highway problems (like 
drunk driving) would also end. 

Brethren, we have no right flagrantly breaking 
the speed limit or disobeying any traffic law. Such is 
sinful and needs to be repented of when committed. 
Road rage and other traffic problems are as much a 
sin problem and a disregard of authority as they are 
anything else. Let us be just as courteous, consider
ate, and loving to those on the road as we would if 
they were in our church building. 

Christians should be godly examples behind the 
wheel even as we try to be everywhere (Matt. 
6:13-16). 112 North Payne St. 
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Ambivalent Organs, Pianos, 
and Choirs 

By J. E. Choate 

Ambitions of 20th century physics were to map 
the atom, split it, and put man on the moon. 
The ambition of the 21st century is to map 

out the "book of life" of man whose body is made up 
of 100 trillion cells. The blue print of life is the deci
phering and coding the human genom, which is con
stituted by 100,000 genes and copying the 3 billion 
chemical parts of the human DNA. The federal gov
ernment deems only itself capable to handle the gar
gantuan task which started in 1990 with a comple
tion date around 2005. This is not science fiction. 

Using the above as a kind of analogy, the ambi
tion of this article is almost too naive to suggest. The 
purpose of this article(s) is to set forth in chronologi
cal sequence the pieces and parts of what notable 
spokesmen of the Christian Church had to say about 
the organ in the church between 1827 and about 
1890. The cut-off date in this article is 1864. Keep 
in mind that the names, Christian Church and 
church of Christ, were used interchangeably until 
the 1906 religious census. 

I am most comfortable with this self imposed 
task. William Woodson and I wrote the book pub
lished by FHU, which was titled Sounding Brass and 
Clanging Cymbals. My challenge was to survey sev
enteen major brotherhood papers published in the 
19th centur-y which are shelved in the Disciples of 
Christ Historical Library. My sole objective was to 
turn up every single mention of the subject and to let 
each related fact fall into place by its own gravitation 
with scarcity of personal interpretation. I suppose 
that I am the first Restoration historian to undertake 
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and complete this laborious task. 
And further such research could possibly add to 

the existing body of information with no appreciable 
significance. There is nothing especially ingenious 
about the procedure just the patience and time to 
complete the tedious task. Readers will find their own 
comfort zones. I have no case to make or axe to grind. 

The First Time Period 1827-1864 
The controversy over the use of instrumental music 
was a matter of no great, but some concern to Alex
ander Campbell. He never believed that it was scrip
tural to worship with the organ. W.T. Moore wrote 
in 1907 that "Mr. Campbell never discussed that 
question as it has been discussed by many of our 
brethren. With him, it was a matter of very little im
portance." The great passion of Alexander Campbell 
was devoted almost entirely to the Christian hymnal 
guided by the principles set forth in the Ephesian 
and Colossian letters. 

Campbell was adamantly opposed equally to sing
ing choirs and organs in worship. He made this telling 
statement in 1848 in the Millennia/ Harbinger: "Fill 
your churches, brethren with organs- with singing 
choirs ... and you will become as cold and as fashion
able as Bostonians and New Englanders." 

In 1851, Campbell responded sharply to a brother 
in the Millennia/ Harbinger who argued that instru
mental music would greatly enhance the solemnity in 
worship. All Restoration historians know the classic 
response: "But I presume, to all spiritually minded 
people, such aid would be as a cowbell in a concert." 

In 1849, J.M. Mathis responded in the Christian 
Record to a query of the propriety of introducing in
strumental music in worship. He responded that he 
preferred exclusively the human voice relying entirely 
upon Paul's words in Ephesians and Colossians. 

Silas W. Leonard was an accomplished hymnal 
editor and a peer of Alexander Campbell. His hym
nal competed with Campbell's hymnal which caused 
a measure of friction between them. What Leonard 
wrote in 185 0 in the Proclamation and Reformer 



echoed precisely the same position of Campbell. 
Instrumental music being unauthorized by Christ 

and his apostles, unnoticed by the church, is not es
sential to Christian worship. 

[f]he primitive church rightly judged that praise 
should come from the heart, and expressed by the 
voice while modern Christians think it may pro
ceed from the head merely that they may with 
propriety praise God through the instrumentality 
of wires, tubes, catgut, and horse hairs. 

The journals make it abundantly clear that the 
contemporaries of Campbell generally rejected the 
organ on scriptural grounds right on through the 
1850s. However, there were notable exceptions. One 
of significance is an inconclusive surmise made by 
W.K. Pendleton in 1857 in theMillennial Harbinger in 
response to a query: "The question concerning the use 
of music in the worship is not to be settled by scrip
tural authority." Pendleton goes on to say that if "an 
organ tends to promote the spirit of devotion and 
heighten the order and praise in the congregation as a 
whole, then it follows that organs should be em
ployed. 

The introduction of instrumental music in 
church worship took on a militant stance in late 
1859 when Dr. L.L. Pinkerton, on his own initiative, 
brought the melodeon into the worship of the Mid
way [KY] Christian Church. He boasted thereafter 
that he was the first to do so. 

Triggering the Music Controversy 

This action of Dr. Pinkerton precipitated debat~s 
over the use of the organ in worship, which has 
never ceased. The rebuttals were instant and con
demnatory. Benjamin Franklin was the first to re
spond in 1860 in the Christian Review. The infer
ence is clear that Franklin regarded such churches as 
renegade churches: 

When a church has lost the spirit of Christ; 
when an organ is used as an expedient ... when a 
church has a large number of dishonest and cor
rupt men; if a church has given up the idea to 
convert the world; where the New Testament 
says anything about it; when the apostles gave 
the slightest counsel to instrumental music in a 
setting or worship. 

Franklin went on to say that the design of New 
Testament teaching on the subject is to sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs. He added that he would 
not dishonor Christ by resorting to the instrument. 

Words written in 1864 in Lard's Quarterly by 
Moses E. Lard are phrased in a metaphoric prophetic 
announcement as if it were indeed a prophecy: 

The day on which a church sets up an organ in 
its house is the day on which it reaches on the 
road to apostasy. From this it would proceed to 
other innovations; and the work of innovations 
once fairly commenced, no stop can be put to it 
until ruin ensues. 

And indeed there were voices raised which did 
not entirely reject the organ in church worship. Such 
a voice, in 1864, was that of P.K. Pendleton in an
swer to a question if it were scriptural to use an or
gan in worship: "I do not know that I can give you 
any reason for the adoption of the organ music un
less it be to assist in the worship." 

It is interjected at this place that Campbell's 
mental focus was such that his only interest was sit
ting in his pew during worship services after 1860. 
He never seemed to be aware that the Civil War was 
raging around him. It would be useless to search for 
any thoughts of his on church music thereafter. 

As far as I know I am the only Restoration histo
rian to take special notice of one single important ar
ticle addressing church music written by Isaac Errett 
in 1861 for the Millennia/ Harbinger titled "Church 
Music." I consider this the Magna Charta document, 
which paved the way for the eventual acceptance of 
the organ into the Christian Church. Errett wrote: 
"The New Testament knows nothing of choir music 
and instrumental music." And he added that the only 
way to put a stop to choir and organ music is to train 
the church in vocal music. And he added that the 
"Church of Christ has a right to good music." 

Errett would become famous for his "double 
takes" on issues of importance in the Christian 
Church. Errett never condemned the organ in wor
ship, and he openly defended the practice with one 
exception. The strange conclusion of Errett was that 
his only objection to the organ would be if the organ 
in the church house divided the church. 
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The next installment of the instrumental music 
controversy was inaugurated by John W McGarvey 
in 1864 when he issued the ca ll in the Millennia/ 
Harbinger for h is brethren to enter inro a candid and 
fraternal discussion on the subject of instrumental 
music. This discussion ran for rwenry-five years and 
developed into a major wedge in dividing the fe llow
ship into churches of Christ, and the Christian 
Church . And what they had said by 1890, not one 
new iJea has been added since. 

A Summary Appraisal 
In the closing session o f Jeff Walling's sermon during 
Jubilee '98 , more than 5,000 in the Nashville arena 
[Dr. Shell y's infl ated num ber 8,000], we saw and 
heard a woman leadi ng the invitation hymn backed 
up by two mixed choi r groups on the stage with her. 
The background of accom panying instrumental mu
sic fill ed the huge almost two-thirds empty sports 
arena. True or false? 

In the opening session of Restoration XVI N o-

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

What You Will Find ... 
• A balanced program. 
• A strong Biblical empl1asis. 
• A well qualified faculty (academ ically and in 

vember 1-3, 1998, in the Woodmon t Family of God 
building, Rubel Shelly delivered the first devotionaV 
worship service. Near the end of the service, there 
was the scene of a communion service with a piano 
accompanying the hymn during the passing of the 
emblems. 

I wou ld explain t he meaning of w hat I saw and 
heard, but it made no real sense ro me. Call or write 
brother Shell y to explain in a public way the playing 
of a piano during the passing of the Lord 's Supper in 
that one partic ular unique setting. Then please call 
or wri te to me that I roo may understand. Contrast 
these matters with the statements of Campbell and 
his peers 150 yea rs ago. 

Would that Earl West and Bill Humble, whose 
reputation as Restoration historians far exceed that 
of this scribe, give us their though ts on this time slot 
of Restoration history. 

3714'/z Belmont Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 372 15 
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Bought With a Price 
By Ron Chandler 

T he apostle Paul faced chains and tribulations 
nearly every place he went. Opponents of 
truth did everything they could to silence 

him. So when it was time for him to say farewell to 
the Ephesian elders, he made sure they knew that, 
despite the dangers, he had not held anything back 
from them. 

He assured them that the tears and trials had not 
deterred him from proclaiming the full gospel. Paul 
did not count his life dear to himself. He knew that 
he belonged to the Lord and that he had a great 
work to do, regardless of adversity. Nothing kept 
him from declaring the whole counsel of God (Acts 
20:27). Through his labors, the elders had been 
equipped with the Word of God's grace, which was 
able to build them up and give them an inheritance 
among all the saints (Acts 20:32). 

Brown 
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Consequently, Paul said to them, "Take heed 
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the 
Holy Spirit both made you bishops, to feed the 
church of the Lord which he purchased with his own 
blood" (Acts 20:28). 

What a heavy responsibility! These men were 
given the truth and told to oversee something so pre
cious and vital that its purchase price was the blood 
of God's own Son. The worth of an item is deter
mined by the amount someone is willing to pay for 
it. Surely nothing, then, is more valuable than the 
Lord's church. It was bought with his blood. The el
ders were to guard it diligently. 

Each member of the blood-bought church belongs 
not to himself, but to God. The blood of Jesus has 
purchased him. Paul made this point in his first letter 
to the Corinthian church when he said, "Or know ye 
not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which 
is in you, which ye have from God? and ye are not 
your own; for ye were bought with a price: glorify 
God therefore in your body" (1 Cor. 6: 19-20). 

Paul reminded the Christians at Corinth that 
when they, through faith, were baptized into Christ 
Jesus, they became God's possession. They were 
bought with a price. "Therefore," Paul told them, 
"Glorify God in your body." 

To glorify means to praise, magnify, honor and 
extol. Members of the Lord's body are to consider 
themselves vessels fitted for their Master's use. They 
must be holy to the Lord and use their bodies as 
property that belongs to him. Their entire lives must 
be dedicated to him through devout service and obe
dience. Every thought, every word, every action 
must meet their owner's approval. This requires a 
constant realization that they belong to God and 
that the judgment and eternity wait. This can be dif
ficult, but it is possible, and it is commanded, even 
during the most routine activities of the day. When it 
happens, God is glorified. 

You were bought at a· high price. "Glorify God 
therefore in your body"- not just some of the time, 
but all of the time. 400 Marion Pugh #2004 

College Station, TX 77840 
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Minister's Conference 
By Don Blackwell 

I have in my hand a copy of a tape of Jeff 
Walling's presentation at the 1995 Youth 
Minister's Conference held in Memphis, Ten

nessee. The tape brought tears to my eyes. It is a bla
tant attack on the Lord's church. Walling's talk was 
totally devoid of dignity and is an honest oudine of 
the change-movement. 

In this review, we expose Walling and his error 
with his own words. The headings are indicative of 
the change-movement. Quotations are from 
Walling's presentation. 

It is too bad you cannot hear the laughter and 
the silly voices that Walling uses. You will not have 
the full effect, until you hear the tape. 

The lion-Importance of Dodrine 
Doctrine is attacked by the change-movement. If it is 
going to be changed, it must first be relegated to a 
position of non-importance. Walling does this 
through the use of humor. 

And then somebody says, 'Will you come and 
speak to the, you know, the ministerial confer
ence with the senior ministers?' We don't call 
'em that, but, you know, the preachin' guys. And 
that always gives you a headache cause they 
want to ask you all these questions about stuff 
that nobody else cares about. You know what I 
mean? 'What's your position on this?' and I feel 
like saying, 'When was the last time a lost per
son asked you that question, you know?' 

AHack on Music 
Another area attacked by Walling and others is music 
in worship of God. The idea is to make our worship 
in song more modern and contemporary. One way 
this is done is through the use of praise-teams. A 
praise-team is a group of men and women who are 
talented singers who stand before the congregation 
and "lead" the song service. Notice Walling's com
ments on the praise-teams. 
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I'm also honored to come in after two fantasti
cally gifted praise teams have reminded me how 
much things have changed in the last few years. I 
mean, I remember coming to Campus Minis
tries' Seminar when we thought it was cool that 
a song leader used overheads. Whooa, whew, 
cutting-edge, man, look out! And now, Lordy, I 
walked in the back door late, and thought I'm in 
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the wrong building. I mean, you know? I have to 
admit though, the last group had something -
You guys were fantastic- but the last group had 
something you guys don't have, and that is one 
of the best looking Christian sister-singers that I 
have seen anywhere. 

The Role of Women 
A third area of attack is the role of women. The 
change is toward women having a more prominent 
role in the leadership of the church. 

It is exciting to be here at a place where the abil
ity and the gift of a number of Christian ladies is 
recognized, and their contribution to what's 
happening to the brotherhood worldwide. Now, 
I'm happy to say that, specifically coming from 
California, cause right up the road from me - I 
know that you see Scott Lambert up here - and 
the one you didn't see up here is the one that 
makes Scott look so good, and that's my good 
sister and friend, and one of the 'ministers' of 
the Malibu church of Christ, Luoana Gill. And I 
know she's not alone. I know there are a num
ber of other ladies, who whether they call you 
'minister,' or call you 'women's counselor,' or 
call you, 'oh, that gal that helps,' whatever title 
they give to you, praise God for the fact that we 
are able to tap into the wonderful gifts that God 
has given, the ladies that He's placed all around 
us. Amen? Amen! And we need to, let's praise 
God for that. That's 'propriate to do [applause]. 

Walling's View of the Change Movement 
Jeff Walling is aware of his role as a leader in chang
ing the church of our Lord. The fact is that, on the 
Divine side, the Lord's church is perfect. Those on 
the cutting edge of change will tell you they are seek
ing to change imperfections on the human side. The 
problem with that is that many of the areas being 
changed are the unchangeable areas of the Divine 
side. Walling said: 

But I need to tell you, I really believe this is an 
awfully exciting and important time to be where 
you are. It's an exciting time to be involved in 
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church of Christ ministry. Of course, we always 
feel like this is the Golden Age. I don't feel like 
this is she Golden Age. I do feel like this is the 
virtual age of, or some kind of virtual reality in 
churches of Christ, where things are happening 
so quickly around us. Where the tension level is 
zooming, as those who would call themselves 
part of the cutting edge ... you know there's like 
lots of people out in our brotherhood who 
would like to take a cutting edge to the cutting 
edge. Do you understand what I'm talking about 
here? There is a great deal of tension, which 
makes this an exciting time. It makes it an excit
ing time because things are changing, old habits 
are being questioned, old traditions. I mean 
we've got the most sacred of cows being trodded 
through butcher shops all over this country in 
churches of Christ where people are willing to 
ask questions that would have been heresy to 
even voice before. And I'm not saying that we 
have lots of sacred cows that need to be slaugh
tered, but every now and then it's just good to 
check the herd to make sure you don't have a 
few goats in there, if you know what I'm sayin'. 

Progressive Change 
Walling understands that change must be progres
sive. He knows all of the desired changes can't be 
made overnight. People will see through that and 
rebel against it. If one is going to change a congrega
tion, it must be done slowly. Walling sympathizes 
with these youth ministers: 

[A]nd you are struggling with how do I meet the 
needs of these young people? How do I help 
them to understand? How do I be cutting edge, 
and new wave, avant garde, and progressive, 
without losing my job? And making everyone 
else in the congregation really irritated with me 
•... I have to wonder if you're at a place in your 
ministry where you don't have to go to the 
church of Christ either. You've looked around. 
And from those of you I've talked to, some of 
you discuss it with a pained expression of some
body who's got one foot one place and the other 
foot some place else, and you're wonderin', 
'How do I make this meet? How do I keep my 
balance? How do I be progressive and cutting 
edge and try new things without alienating my
self from the very people who not only support 
me financially, but do support me heart wise, 
and are there for me when I need 'em?' 

Vulgarity 
The following lack of respect makes the point. 

[J]esus does have a way for us to keep our bal
ance, and it is only found in him. You see, right 
in there is where Paul's big 'but' comes in. Mark 
it down in your notes, and then turn to Second 
Corinthians chapter 2, verse 14 to find it. Those 
of you later reading the transcript of this will 

not enjoy that near as much as those in the audi
ence did. As you'll note, there's only one 't' in 
the word that I was referring to out of verse 14 
.... and I'm so thankful for Paul's big 'but' that 
he puts right here in the middle of this text, and 
I want you to think of it that way. I know you 
won't remember this, "Did you hear about Wall
ing saying 'Paul's big but'?" I want you to re
member this. 

No-paHern Theology 
Walling attacks doctrine by claiming that the scrip
tures are not a pattern and that God directs our steps 
by subjective impulse. 

[A]nd- all we're doin' is sayin', 'I just want to 
do what the Lord calls me to.' Course, we don't 
like followin'. We like havin' a map. Don't tell 
me follow you - just give me a map. Some of us 
think he did- that this [Bible] is a diagnostic 
tool. 'I don't need the leading of the Lord, I've 
got the Scriptures.' It is my substitute for the 
leading of the Lord. The problem is Scripture 
doesn't tell me whether to live in Los Angeles or 
Atlanta. The Scripture doesn't tell me whether 
to be in campus ministry, or pulpit ministry, or 
senior ministry, or just plain ole ministering 
ministry. You know, it doesn't tell me. So what 
have I got to do? ... I've got to learn to walk be
hind jesus, and say, 'Father, you lead me.' •.• 
And God doesn't give maps because if we ever 
took a look at a map at where he was headin' us, 
we'd get out of the car right now. 

Baptism 
Jeff Walling even attacks the Bible doctrine of bap
tism. 

How many of you have been pressed about bap
tism in the last few years? You guys are water
regenerationalists - that's what you are. You 
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scared, nervous, and frightened. We could say, 
'Taco and a Coke,' they'd say, 'Uh huh.' Am I 
gettin' to you yet? Have I offended you yet? 
Hang on, we'll get there. I want you to feel the 
ridiculousness of something that is one of God's 
choices that I have quit tryin' to explain. 

believe there's magic in the water and, man, we 
work the water. We try and 'splain how it makes 
sense - that water makes sense. That water is 
an important symbol and it shows, and the unit
ing, and going down and going up. Baptism is 
silly, no matter how you cut it! Let me make it 
very plain. If you are out there trying to explain 
baptism because it makes a lot of sense, and it's 
this great symbol, and it shows this, and this is 
the closest thing you ever come to been buried, 
you know, when you go down under that water, 
and come back up. That's the closest you ever 
come to dyin.' Folks, baptism is dumb from any 
standpoint other than God's. You (unclear) 
somebody up there and dunk'em. Up and down 
in the water. And you try to tell me, 'This is re
ally- this is serious business.' We get little bap
tismal suits, make it look formal you know. 

There is more- Walling's comments on broth 
terhood-wranglings, his gross paraphrasing of bibli
cal stories, and the use of applause offered as praise 
to God. 

Jeff Walling is a smooth-talking dangerous man. 
The Bible says, "Mark them which cause divisions 
and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them" (Rom. 16:17). 

The rest of the discussion on baptism sounds more 
like something out of a comic-book. Walling uses 
"funny" voices and there is laughter throughout. 

~d I ask you now,' and they ask them the con-

Those interested in receiving a copy of this Jeff 
Walling tape, please send a blank cassette tape, and 
an addressed envelope, with the proper postage. 

P.O. Box 1484 
Statesville, NC 28677 

fession in the water, and I always wondered, 
why do we do it in the water? These folks are 
scared, nervous, half the time the baptistery 
ain't well heated. We're askin' them the most 
important question in the world, and they're 

(Editor's comment: Elders, take note! If your 
youth minister is attending these conferences, you 
ought to know what is being taught. In many places 
the youth minister is the most damaging influence to 
the truth and the church - Dobbs.) F 
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Biblical Authority 
By Burl Curtis 

Authority is "the power or right to give com
mands, enforce obedience, take action, or 
make final decisions" (Webster). The Bible 

student will readily recognize that the Bible makes 
all these claims for itself (See Matt. 28:20; Acts 
10:48; 5:29; Heb. 4:12; Matt. 25:46). 

The Bible reveals both God-approved and 
God-allowed authority. God-approved authority is 
made up of all those things he commands us to be
lieve and do to be saved. They are found only in his 
revealed will. 

Salvation is possible only by submitting to God
approved ·authority. God-allowed authority ranges 
anywhere from the power or "right" to reject and 
deny him to choosing a place to live and work. 

It may be evil or optional. Evil authority, al
though allowed by God and sometimes used by him 
for his purposes, is temporal and condemned by 
him. Optional authority may be right or wrong de
pending upon the circumstances. 

Paul had "power (authority) to lead about a sis
ter, a wife, as well as the other apostles" (1 Cor. 
9:5a). He and Barnabas had "power to forbear 
working" (v. 6) and be financially supported by the 
church but Paul chose neither. He had "power to eat 
and drink" (v. 4) but that God-allowed authority be
came wrong when eating meats offered to idols 
caused a brother to stumble (Rom. 14). God-allowed 
(permitted) authority has no power to save. 

When true followers of the Lord say we must 
have authority for all we believe and do in religion, 
they have only God-approved authority in mind. 
This is why we "speak as the oracles of God" 
(1 Pet. 4: 11) and do not "pervert (change) the gospel 
of Christ" (Gal. 1:6-9). 

What has God approved? He approved himself. 
We "must believe that he is" (Heb. 11 :6). God by his 
very nature (he is the Great I AM, the Great Exist
ence) has all authority. When God wanted to show 
the absolute certainty of his promise, he swore by 
himself because he could swear by no greater (Heb. 
6:13-18). 

He approved Jesus as his beloved son by speak
ing from heaven (Matt. 3:17; 17:5). It was com
pletely appropriate for Jesus, after his triumph over 

temptation and death, to state "all power (authority) 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth" (Matt. 
28:18). The Greek, exousia, "denotes active power, 
the full ability to do as one wills. Two domains are 
mentioned: 'in heaven and on earth.' All authority in 
each. Nothing could be more comprehensive" (The 
Interpretation of St. Matthew,s Gospel, R.C.H. 
Lenski, p. 1171). 

Additionally, God approved Jesus as his Son by 
doing miracles through him. Peter said, "Ye men of 
Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and won
ders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of 
you, as ye yourselves also know" (Acts 2:22). Paul 
wrote concerning Jesus that he was "declared to be 
the Son of God with power (authority), according to 
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 
dead" (Rom. 1:3-4). 

Earl West wrote concerning Benjamin Franklin 
(1812-1878, not the statesman), "It is not exaggerat
ing in the least to say that after the death of Alex
ander Campbell in 1866 the most prominent man in 
the brotherhood was Benjamin Franklin. He was one 
of the greatest champions of truth since the apostolic 
days. It is not likely that a greater, nobler, truer, 
purer preacher of the gospel lived since apostolic 
times than Ben Franklin." (Search for the Ancient Or
der, Vol. I, pp. 99, 104.) 

Franklin contended in a sermon, Divine Author
ity of the Bible, that biblical authority stands or falls 
on whether Jesus was raised from the dead. 

The whole argument has been shown to rest on 
the resurrection of Christ from the dead. No 
power this side of the power of the Almighty 
could have raised him. The Almighty would not 
have raised an impostor, and thus aided him in 
palming off an imposition on the world. This 
settles the question of the divine authority of the 
Bible. It is all endorsed by Him, who is the Al
pha and Omega, the First and the Last (See Rev. 
1:8 [The Gospel Preacher, Vol. I, pp. 30, 33]). 

God approved the Bible. Everything God, 
Christ, and those guided by the Holy Spirit spoke 
had the complete backing of God. The apostles were 
guided into all truth Uohn 16: 13), and this truth has 
been preserved in the Bible. 
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"All scripture in given by inspiration of God" (2 
Tim. 3:16a). Paul could truthfully declare, "For I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power (authority) of God unto salvation to everyone 
that believeth ; to the J ew firs t, and also to the 
Greek" (Rom. 1:16). "For the word of God is quick 
and powerful (authoritative), and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and mar
row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart" (Heb. 4:12). 

It will be this authoritative Word of God which 
will reveal the thoughts and intents of the hearts of 
those who would make unscriptural changes in the 
Lord's church. It will show who is the false teacher. 
For example, when the Crossroads-Boston Move
ment began, it was hard for some to see the evil in it; 
but as it was followed to its logical conclusion, the 
differences became very apparent. So it will be with 
the present departures among us. 

God-allowed authority may range from the action 
of government to the word or action of a man. God 
allowed Adam and Eve the authority (power, right, 
privilege) to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil (Gen. 3:6). But he warned them beforehand 
of the awful consequences if they did (Gen. 2: 17). 
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God-allowed authority was given to Satan to 
harm Job Qob 1:12). God allowed Judas the powerto 
betray the Son of Man into the hands of sinners. 
Demas had God-allowed authority to forsake Paul 
and love this present world (2 Tim. 4:10). The one 
called Wicked came "after the working of Satan with 
all power and signs and lying wonders" (2 Thess. 2:8-
9). 

When Jesus appeared to Paul, he told him Satan 
had power. God sent Paul to the Gentiles "to open 
their eyes, and turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power (authority) of Satan unto God" (Acts 
26:18). 

What authority do God's people have today? (We 
are speaking now of God-approved authority, not 
God-allowed authority.) Like Titus, we have all au
thority to teach what God has revealed in the Bible. 
Paul told Titus, "These things speak, and exhort, and 
rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee" 
(Titus 2:15). Authority (epitage) here is an injunction 
(something enjoined, commanded, ordered; a writ or 
order from a court prohibiting a person or group from 
carrying out a given action, or ordering a given action 
to be done [Webster, New World Dictionary]). 

Paul told Titus to speak the things he had written 
to him, and exhort and rebuke with all authority. Ti
tus would have the authority of an apostle and of 
God behind him as long as he taught and rebuked 
only as God had commanded. So the Word of the 
Lord is the injunction, and we have the obligation of 
teaching it as an injunction. It comes from the high
est court of all, the Court of Heaven, the Court of 
God. We, like Timothy, have the authority to com
mand and teach, not man's word, but the Word of 
the Lord (1 Tim. 4: 11). 

A study of the Bible shows the existence of 
God-approved and God-allowed authority. The only 
authority that is approved by the Lord is that which 
is found in the Bible. Paul affirmed this when he 
wrote: 

For this cause we also thank God without ceas
ing, because, when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, bur as it is in truth, the word of 
God, which effectually worketh also in you that 
believe (1 Thess. 2:13). 

Salvation is possible only by acceptance of and 
submission to God-approved authority. Without 
this, all other authority, whether evil or optional, 
can only lead to eternal damnation. 118 Red Oak Ln. 

Searcy, AR 72143 
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Did Jesus Preach in Tartarus? 
By Hugo McCord 

T artarus is the place where God sent "the an
gels who sinned, delivering them into chains 
of darkness, holding them for the judgment" 

(2 Pet. 2:4). Because Jesus "went and preached to 
spirits in prison (1 Pet. 3:19), it is easy, but false, to 

conclude that Jesus, after his death, preached in 
Tartarus, giving sinners another chance for salvation. 

If Jesus did give sinners another chance for salva
tion, he contradicted his preaching that "a certain 
rich man," after his death, was in an inescapable fi
ery "torment" (Luke 16:23-24). Moreover, after 
Jesus died, he went, not to Tartarus, but to Paradise 
(Luke 23:43). 

But how could Peter say that Jesus "went and 
preached to spirits in prison" (1 Pet. 3:19)? The 
wicked people (Gen. 6:5) who were drowned in the 
flood were, in Peter's day, "spirits in prison" (1 Pet. 
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3:19), likely Tartarus (2 Pet. 2:4), or under the name 
"Hades" (Luke 16:23-24). 

But Jesus' preaching "to spirits in prison" had 
been done while those wicked people were in the 
fl esh, not by Jesus in person, but by his "spirit" 
(Gen. 6:3; 1 Pet. 3 :18) in the words of Noah, "a 
preacher of righteousness" (2 Pet. 2:5), "when the 
patience of God waited in the days of Noah" (1 Pet. 
3:20) for "a hundred and twenty years" (Gen. 6:3). 

God was patient, but he said, "My Spirit will not 
keep on contending with men in their straying. They 
are flesh and their days will be 120 years" (Gen. 
6:3). Only "a few {that is, eight souls)" paid atten
tion to Jesus' preaching "by the Spirit" through 
Noah's sermons (1 Pet. 3:18, 20; 2 Pet. 2:5). 
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Torn Asunder 
By Vidor M. Eskew 

The prayer of Jesus was for oneness among his 
followers. "Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for those also which shall believe on me 

through their word; that they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us: that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me" Uohn 17:20-21). 

Oneness means unity, harmony, singleness of 
heart and purpose, accord, unison. The opposite is 
division, separation, discord, fragmentation, and 
schisms. 

Which prevails within our great brotherhood? 
Unity, or division? The answer to the question is ob
vious to all. Division plagues our fellowship. Satan's 
tactic of divide and conquer has worked well. Con
gregations are segmented from one another. Breth
ren who once loved one another have sharp conten
tions between themselves. Many times two or three 
congregations can be found in small towns. They 
have not been the result of aggressive evangelism. 
Instead, they are the fruits of division. 

Some of the division can be scripturally justified. 
When sin and false doctrine abound, the righteous 
cannot, and must not, sit idly by. However, the Lord 
does want oneness to prevail among his disciples. 
Fragmentation is not good, but is earthly, sensual, 
devilish and carnal Uames 3:14-16; 1 Cor. 3:1-4). If 
it continues, it could mean our demise in the first 
part of the next century. 

And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be di
vided against itself, that house cannot stand. 
And if Satan rise up against himself, and be di
vided, he cannot stand, but both an end (Mark 
3:24-26). 

Our call is to those who unnecessarily sow dis
cord among us. God hates your actions (Prov. 
6:16-19). We plead with you to repent (Luke 13:3, 
5). Let us quit allowing ourselves to be torn asunder 
by the Wicked One. Let us rather become as the 
early Jerusalem church, which was "of one heart and 
of one soul" (Acts 4:32). 

"Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.,, 
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"But to whom ye forgive anything, I forgive also: 
for what I also have forgiven, if I have forgiven any
thing, for your sakes have I forgiven it in the presence 
of Christ; that no advantage may be gained over us 
by Satan: for we are not ignorant of his devices." 

~~nd Jehovah said unto Satan, Hast thou consid
ered my servant Job? for there is none like him in the 
earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth 
God, and turneth away from evil: and he still holdeth 
fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against 
him, to destroy him without cause. And Satan an
swered Jehovah, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a 
man hath will he give for his life., 

'1\nd he showed me Joshua the high priest stand
ing before the angel of Jehovah, and Satan standing at 
his right hand to be his adversary. And Jehovah said 
unto Satan, Jehovah rebuke thee, 0 Satan; yea, Jeho
vah that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not 
this a brand plucked out of the fire? Now Joshua was 
clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before 
the angel. And he answered and spake unto those that 
stood before him, saying, Take the filthy garments 
from off him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have 
caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will 
clothe thee with rich apparel.,, 

'~nd the Lord's servant must not strive, but be 
gentle towards all, apt to teach, forbearing, in meek
ness correcting them that oppose themselves; if per
adventure God may give them repentance unto the 
knowledge of the truth, and they may recover them
selves out of the snare of the devil, having been taken 
captive by him unto his will.,, 

"Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour., 

"Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing and that there be no divisions among you; but 
(that) ye be perfected together in the same mind and 
in the same judgment., 
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Fads About Promise Keepers 
By E. Claude Gardner 

Dubbed by Newsweek as "The Gospel of 
Guyhood," Promise Keepers has broken into 
the national conscience as a current idol. 

Some observers claim it is the Third Religious Awak
ening! It is permeating society with different out
comes. To some it is a boon, and others think of it as 
a curse to religion. A few in the church appear to be 
favorably impressed with this men's movement. This 
seems strange in view of the fact that most of those in 
the church advocating participation in Promise Keep
ers are also .among those insisting upon an expanding 
role for women. 

A major religious journal and lesser-known ones 
have supported the purpose of the movement. Promi
nent preachers present sermons endorsing Promise 
Keepers, and their message harmonizes with the goal 
of "Let us throw down the walls." Congregations and 
church leaders give their endorsement and financial 
support to attendees. A church opened its building to 
a Promise Keepers rally. In letters to the editor, a 
brotherhood paper reported that 50 percent of those 
who wrote defended the movement. One incensed 
preacher wrote "To read letters denigrating PK is be
yond my understanding." 

What are the facts from the documented state
ments of P K publications? After reading these one 
should be able to decide whether any New Testament 
Christian can participate, or whether a congregation 
and church leaders can endorse or support, or 
whether Christian wives can favor it. 

The Beginning 
This energized organization is new, dating back to 
March 20, 1990. It was started by Coach Bill 
McCartney, former University of Colorado football 
coach. According to the record he and his friend Dave 
Wardell had a discussion of the idea during a three
hour car trip to a Fellowship of Christian Athletes in 
Pueblo, Co. Next the concept was discussed with a 
prayer group of 72 men, and the plan was born. Coach 
McCartney has charisma and motivational talents. 
But, as a leader of men, Stephen L. Carter highlighted 
a flaw in his book, Integrity. Carter, a popular black 
law professor of Harvard uses McCartney as a poor 
example in integrity concerning a football honor he 

did not deserve. He described it as follows: 
An unfortunate comparison is the University 

of Colorado's football team, which won the na
tional college football championship for 1990, 
but only because of a victory that was tainted by 
a bad call by the officials - a call so bad that, 
had it been right, Colorado would definitely 
have lost the game and, ultimately, the chance 
for the championship. 

In October of that year, trailing the Univer
sity of Missouri by four points with time run
ning out, Colorado had a first down near the 
Missouri goal line. Four times Colorado tried 
to score a winning touchdown, and four times 
the team failed. Because all four downs had 
now been used up, possession of the ball should 
have switched to Missouri, which could then 
run out the clock - that is, hold the ball until 
time expired - because only two seconds were 
left in the game. However, the referees inexpli
cably lost track of the number of plays that had 
been run and gave Colorado an illegal fifth 
down, which it used to score the winning 
touchdown. Asked about the error, Colorado 
coach Bill McCartney shrugged and said it 
wasn't his responsibility. 'I feel strongly about 
the fact Colorado earned the victory, and do 
not apologize for the victory,' he said. 

McCartney is regarded by some as a devout 
Christian who preaches the importance of solid val
ues in everyday life, but got this one exactly wrong. 
His team did not earn the victory. His team won the 
game, but by accident. However, neither he nor his 
school made any effort to give the game back, as 
some urged, which would have cost Colorado the 
national championship. 

What Are the Goals? 
Promise Keepers built upon the tqree goals of the 
"secular movement." The three goals should be ap
plauded: (1) men need to take more responsibility; 
(2) crack down on dead beat dad's and take care of 
children, and (3) dedication to uniting men through 
vital relationships to become godly influences in the 
family, church, and community. It is the "gospel of 
guyhood." 

How is the purpose carried out? No claim is 
made of establishing a new denomination but as a 
para-church agency working through all religious 
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bodies. The message is spread by having radio high
lights on a thousand "Christian radio stations," and 
by marketing a prolific number of books, newslet
ters, tapes, and T-shirts. It has a well-financed and 
professional public relations strategy, but has re
cently announced trouble in financing the continua
tion of the movement. 

The most spectacular way of carrying out its mis
sion is by hosting huge stadium conferences with 
thousands in attendance over a two-day period. They 
are held in large cities across the nation from April to 
October. In 1995 there were 720,000 in 13 stadiums. 
In 1996 there were 1.1 million in 20 states and 11 new 
cities. In 1998, however, attendance fell off dramati
cally, and the program is making a death rattle. 

One of the speakers for 1997 was Max Lucado, 
minister, Oak Hill Church of Christ, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

The conference cost is $60 per person provided 
it is received by the deadline. This produces a large 
fund for promotion. In 1993 the budget was four 
million but in 1996 it was $11.5 million. In 1998 
management of Promise Keepers decided to discon
tinue the fee because some could not pay it, and this 
was the beginning of financial woes. The program is 
now on the wane. 

As Bill McCartney, founder and CEO, stated, "As 
we grant the Holy Spirit access to every area of our 
lives, I believe He will guide us into uncharted wa
ters." (Promise Keepers 1997 Men's Conference). He 
gave as the theme, "The Making of a Godly Man." 

Statement of Faith 

The official doctrines are printed in their official or
gan and books. It makes an appeal to evangelicals 
and conservatives. It has five statements, which is 
the human creed. Additionally there are seven prom
ises to which a Promise Keeper makes a commit
ment. A New Testament Christian would not sub
scribe to such wording as "through the power of the 
Holy Spirit;" "committed to support the mission of 
his church by honoring and praying for the pastor," 
and "committed to reach beyond any ... denomina
tional barriers ... " 

The current official statement was revised from 
the previous year. The old wording was "That alien
ation can be removed only by accepting through 
faith alone God's gift of salvation ... " Whereas the 
new one in 1997 reads, "Only through faith, trusting 
in Christ alone for salvation which was made pos
sible by His death and resurrection, can that alien-
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arion be removed." This still contradicts New Testa
ment teaching (Mark 16: 16). 

A 1996 PK publication, published by Focus on the 
Family (connected with James Dobson), Go the Dis
tance, written by Bill McCartney, unfolds several un
biblical doctrines. McCartney and others believe in a 
special direction by the Spirit as our guide. He said, 
"God pours out His Spirit in fullness as we're emptied 
and broken .... Let us ask God to fill our hearts with 
the Holy Spirit" (pp. 11-12, Go the Distance). 

Can One Justify Acceptance? 
Some denominations say they like the movement be
cause it causes the men to return from the conferences 
with enthusiasm and better attendance. Women boost 
it because they feel their husbands treat them better. 

The Bible is clear and sufficient on teaching hus
bands and fathers their responsibilities. PK is not 
needed to show the way. Still others think it must be 
good because so many men are turning to it. But 
think how many more people attend other religious 
gatherings, base concerts, etc. Large numbers do not 
prove rightness. 

What Are Obledions? 
The men's secular movements object on three 
grounds: sexist (no women); patriarchal (father 
dominated); and homophobic. 

A denc;>minational publication, Media Spotlight 
has a special report on Promise Keepers written by 
Albert James Eager. It is a 24-page expose of the or
ganization. (It is available for 7 5 cents, Box 290, 
Redmond, WA 98073-0290.) 

Here are a few relevant quotations: 
Yet as much as Promise Keepers insists on the 

importance of accountability, their manuals are 
based more on psychology than on Scripture. 
The key word is "sensitivity." 

judgment is to be avoided. 
What Promise Keepers proposes is to wel

come all who say they are of Christ into fellow
ship, and not to judge them. They are not ac
countable to the fellowship as much as they are 
accountable to their mentor. 

The goal of Promise Keepers, as stated, is to 
unite all who love jesus and are born of the 
Spirit of God, regardless of denomination. 

One of the core values of Promise Keepers is 
honoring the pastors and priests of our local 
congregations. 

There is no validity to any priesthood apart 
from the priesthood of all believers. To ac
knowledge the priesthood of Rome is to deni
grate the priesthood of Christ and to acknowl
edge the validity of man standing in the place of 
Christ as a priest to God's people. 



An important aspect of the PK movement is the 
cementing of relationships between men. This is ac
complished through covenanting partnerships. PK 
insists that e~ery man must be accountable to some 
other man for every area of his life, specifically his 
finances, his sexual life and his relationship with God. 

If man's idea of focusing on agreeable things is 
to be accepted, then we can find agreement with ev
ery evil under the sun. We can find agreement with 
virtually any human philosophy and religion. In fact, 
that is the method followed by New Thought propo
nents. Even if we insist on agreement only in the 
name of Christ, we can find agreement with Sun 
Myung Moon, with Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses, 
and myriad other aberrant "Christian" cults. 

Do you want to join in fellowship with heretics, 
cultists, and people who blaspheme Jesus by suggest
ing that he was a latent homosexual? That's what 
you will be doing as you join hands and lift them up 
together to praise the Promise Keeper's Jesus. 

Yes, you will have your emotional high; you will 
get excited at the driving beat of the music at one 
time, and the lilting melodies at another time. You 
will feel the thrill of tens of thousands of voices 
raised in unison, shaking the very foundations of the 
stadium in which you sit. 

You will find yourself nodding in agreement with 
most of what is said; you will even miss hearing, or 
will overlook, some unbiblical teachings. 

At the Memphis Conference October 11-12, 
1996 there were 52,500 men involved in an emo
tional high. The gathering received a front-page 
story in the Commercial Appeal. Reporters said that 
a man and his wife were touching each seat in sec
tion Q at the stadium and "mouthing a quick prayer 
over it." The report also said the prayer-team 
"fanned through the stadium and prayed for every
thing in sight. They prayed for the stage, and its col
orful lights, and paneled television screens, and tow
ering stacks of speakers. They prayed for the build
ings outside the stadium itself. They prayed for the 
sound system." PK is following the current emphasis 
on emotional religion which opposes calm and ratio
nal thinking based on the Bible. 

Sad but true that there are those of churches of 
Christ who are drinking deep of this new-found emo
tional kick. Some have been swept in innocently. 
Husbands want to do better; this is the vehicle that 
sounds good to them. When the mammoth Clergy 
Conference was held in Atlanta in the Georgia Dome, 
February 12-14, 1996, there were over 40,000 

preachers there. The Christian Chronicle reported 
that fifty preachers of churches of Christ were present 
and some gave it high marks. Doug Hale, minister of 
the Vandelia church in Lubbock, is quoted as saying, 
"Worship was out of this world." Rob Molloy, minis
ter from Milwaukee, said, "The feeling at the confer
ence was that God was at work in a powerful way." 

The darling of the Clergy Conference in Atlanta 
was Max Lucado, minister of the Oak Hill Church 
of Christ, San Antonio. His speech promoted open 
fellowship with all the religious bodies. He has also 
been supported in his views by Mike Cope, pulpit 
minister of Highland Avenue Church of Christ, 
Abilene, Texas where the Herald of Truth began. 
Lucado gave the same sermon in substance in the 
Baptist Church in San Antonio when he exchanged 
pulpits with the Baptist _pastor. _This sermon entitled, 
Life Aboard the Fellowship, is in his 1996 release of 
In the Grip of Grace (pp. 160ff). He sets forth unity 
in diversity of all denominations. Lucado, a popular 
writer of several best-seller books, says in his fellow
ship sermon: 

God has enlisted us in his navy and placed us on 
his ship. The boat has one purpose - to carry us 
safely to the other shore .... Though different, 
we are the same. Each can tell of personal en
counter with the captain, for each has received 
personal call .... We each followed him across 
the gangplank of his grace onto the same boat. 
There is one captain and one destination .... 
When I meet a man whose faith is in the cross 
and whose eyes are on the Savior, I meet a 
brother .•.. Through the years, my faith has been 
supplemented by people of other groups. I 
wasn't long on God's ship before I found en
couragement in others storerooms .... A Brazil
ian Pentecostal taught me about prayer. A British 
Anglican by the name of C.S. Lewis put muscle 
in my faith. A Southern Baptist helped me un
derstand grace.... One Presbyterian, Steve 
Brown, taught me about God's sovereignty 
while another, Frederick Buechner, taught me 
about God's passion. A Catholic, Brennan Man
ning, convinced me that Jesus is relentlessly ten
der. I'm a better husband because I read James 
Dobson and a better preacher because I listened 
to Chuck Swindall and Bill Hybels." 

What Would You Conclude? 
The facts have been revealed about doctrinal matters 
of Promise Keepers. Can New Testament Christians 
accept its open fellowship view while rejecting fun
damental New Testament teaching?· 
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Potpourri .•. 
A Russian novelist once wrote, "No one can 

bar the road to truth, and to advance its cause 
I am prepared to accept even death. But may 

it be that repeated lessons will finally teach us not to 
stop the writer's pen during his lifetime? At no time 
has this ennobled our history." 

Still, it is fact that truth is often crushed to earth. 
Lowell said, "Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong 
forever on the throne." 

Yet, the crushed truth will rise again, and the 
scaffold sways the future. 

Jesus taught that truth makes us free Oohn 
8:32). It made John the baptist free, but preaching it 
cost him his head. It made Jesus free, but he was 
nailed to a cross for teaching it. "Which of the 
prophets did not your fathers persecute?" 

It is not popular to speak of apostasy, but it is 
necessary to sound the alarm and "whether they 
hear or whether forbear," they will have at least 
been warned. 

It is said of Stephen's audience, "They cried with 
a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and rushed 
upon him with one accord." 

It was the very people who were in a covenant 
relationship with God who Jesus condemned be
cause "seeing they see not, and hearing they hear 
not, neither do they understand." Jeremiah com
plained against God's chosen people that they were 
"without understanding; that have eyes, and see not; 
that have ears, and hear not." 

The repeated Bible warnings seem to have little 
effect and the unseeing and deaf majority goes heed
lessly on its way seeking misbegotten wealth, but los
ing the true wealth. Alas! 

We do not want to sound melancholy because we 
are cautiously optimistic and believe the future is 
bright. 

This column brings to mind how deaf and blind 
is the present generation. So, without apology, we 
·present the tragic news, but some of it is good. 

lectureship 
0 There will be a first Coastal Bend Lectureship 

under the direction of Edilfonso Rodriguez at the 
Norton Street Church of Christ building, 3001 
Norton St., Corpus Christi 78415 (512) 855-1195, 
March 19-21, 1999. It will be an event to remember. 
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lest In Peace 
0 Murray Marshall notified us of the passing of 

Manera Crass Savage on January 3 in Granbury, 
Texas. She was the. beloved wife of Luther Savage, 
gospel preacher. Murray wrote, "Many people in the 
Fort Worth area know of their good work for the 
Lord, and their stand for the truth." The angels no 
doubt are rejoicing. "Precious in the sight of Jehovah 
is the death of his saints" (Psa. 116: 15). 

Tutu 
0 Carroll Bennett of Camden, Ark., sent a clip

ping from the Arkansas Democrat Gazette (Nov. 28, 
1998), in which "Archbishop" Desmond Tutu of 
South Mrica says the "world needs to show more 
tolerance toward homosexual men and women." 
Tutu declared, "People who are gay haven't chosen 
their sexual orientation." 

An amazing statement. If people do not chose to 
be homosexual, then it is not their fault when they 
practice perverted sex. God condemns this unnatu
ral behavior (Rom. 1:26-27). It must therefore fol
low that behavior is not inherited for the same rea
son we know sin is not inherited. God is fair. 

Duke 
0 A gathering of students and professors on the 

campus of Duke University October 2-4, 1998, dis
cussed "Discipline and Deviance: Genders, Tech
nologies, and Machines." 

Michael Uebel of the University of Kentucky 
said, "Sex is fully pathological in the age of the ma
chine. His paper was titled, "Cyberporn and Mas
ochism in Postmodern Man." It was an attempt to 
classify the over-expanding market of adult com
puter games. Uebel called Fuzz Buzzers "the ultimate 
sex toy challenge." 

Strange Things 
0 Jamie Schoonover, a 15-year-old high school 

freshman at Southwestern High School in Baltimore, 
was sent home from school recently for casting a 
spell on another student. 

EarlL. Lee, the school principal, said an hysteri
cal girl told school officials that a. "new girl . . . who 
was a witch had cast a spell on ·her." Schoonover 
lives with Colleen Harper, "a transsexual who as 
Schoonover's father but now calls herself her 



mother, [and who] has been a practitioner of Wicca 
for a year." 

Harper explained that they would never practice 
Satanism, "because Satan is a Christian concept and 
we don't have anything to do with Christianity" 
(Source: Campus Report, Nov. 1998). 

Weird Things 
<?l Students in Oak Park, Ill., "pledge allegiance 

to the flag, because its required, but they pledge alle
giance to the planet as well." The updated pledge 
goes: "I pledge allegiance to the Earth, this unique 
blue-water planet, graced by life, our only home. I 
promise to respect all living things, and to protect to 
the best of my abilities, all parts of our planet's envi
ronment, and to promote peace among the human 
family, with liberty and justice for all." 

Poem 

Debale 

How can we say, "I'm sorry to the dead?" 
Say it to God and hope he'll pass it on? 
Perhaps it's best to get the "sorry" said 
Before the injured ones are dead and gone. 

<?l J. Budziszewski reports on a television debate 
about homosexuality (World, Jan. 23, 1999). Here 
are some of the points the debaters made in dealing 
with common misconceptions. 

Deception #1: Once gay, always gay- I was 
made this way. Yvette Cantu, a policy analyst with 
the Family Research Council, who had lived the ho
mosexual life but changed to Christianity, made the 
effective answer to this ruse. She was living proof 
that the argument will not fly. 

Some claim there are genetic predisposing fac
tors for homosexual attraction. A predisposition to a 
sin doesn't make it not a sin. Temptation calls for 
self-control, which is a Christian virtue. 

Deception #2: The Bible does not say sodomy is a 
sin -or not often enough to matter- and Christians 
have set aside lots of Bible moral laws. Keith Pavlishek 
of Center for Public Justice pointed out that the no
tion Christianity has set aside moral laws is based on 
mistakes. One is confusing moral laws with ritual 
purity laws, like not eating pork. The New Testament 
releases from the latter, but not from the former. Even 
if the Bible does not use the specific words "homo
sexual" and "sodomy," the practice is described and 
condemned as sinful (See Rom. 1:26-27; 1 Cor. 6:9). 

Deception #3: Homosexual intercourse is 
equivalent to heterosexual intercourse: "long-term 
committed homosexual relationship" is equivalent to 

marriage. Sorry, but that's a myth. Dr. J. Mcllhaney 
of the Medical Institute on Sexual Health says "only 
about a tenth of male homosexuals and about a 
quarter of female homosexuals can be described as 
close-coupled." The incredibly high number of re
cent homosexual partners and their level of "cruis
ing" shows the argument to be invalid. Fidelity to a 
relationship is a rarity among sodomites. 

Thank You 
<?J J.D. Beggs wrote: "I have allowed my sub

scription to the Finn Foundation to expire. This is 
very good magazine and I miss it. I am enclosing my 
check in the amount of $16.00. Keep up the good 
work." 

<9l Frances Massey said, "I enjoy the Firm Foun
dation so much for it puts out the sound truth of 
God's Word." 

Pililul 
<?J Madalyn Murray O'Hair, the atheist who dis

appeared along with a bundle of cash, is reported to 
have said a half-dozen times in her 2,000-page diary, 
"Somebody, somewhere, love me." 
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G Gary Chapman is separated from his wife 
Amy Grant and divorce is threatened. He said, "I'm 
an old-fashioned guy who believes marriage should 
last until one of you quits breathing." By the way, 
Chapman and Grant are both called "Christian" mu
sic artists. 

Supreme Court? 
0 The U.S. Supreme Court refused to reinstate 

the sentence of Aaron Pattno, a confessed child mo
lester. Reason: The sentencing judge quoted scrip
ture before imposing his prison sentence. The sen
tencing judge quoted from the first chapter of Ro
mans, "Men committed indecent acts with other 
men, and received in themselves the due penalty for 
their perversion." 

liar, liar 
0 Mary Bono, Congresswoman from Califor

nia, asked president lawyer Gregory Craig how he 
explains to his children "that your president has lied 
and that it's OK?" 

Craig: "Oh, it's not OK to lie, Congresswoman. 
I say that it is the most important thing in the world 
to tell the truth all the time." 

Bono: "The whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth." 

Craig: "The whole truth. And I tell them that 
one of the reasons that the ·president ·is in such 
trouble is that he did not. He misled the American 
people. He misled his family. He misled his col
leagues. And that was wrong." 

Revelation 21:8 says, "But for the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and abominable, and murderers, 
and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and 
all liars, their part shall be in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone; which is the 
second death . ., 

Abortion 
0 The Rabbinical Assembly for Conservative 

Judaism unveiled a gender-neutral update with mod
ernized prayers and a new "grieving-ritual" for 
couples who have had their children killed by abor
tion. Rabbi Amy Eilberg, a female, writes in the 
Manual, "We grieve with you over the loss of this 
seed of life, and we affirm your essence as people 
gifted with the ability to nurture other life." 

Jeremiah 19:4-7 says, .. Because they have for
saken me, and have estranged this place, and 
have burned incense in it unto other gods, that 
they knew not, they and their fathers and the 
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kings of Judah; and have filled this place with the 
blood of innocents, and have built the high 
places of Baal, to burn their sons in the fire for 
burnt-offerings unto Baal; which I commanded 
not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind: 
therefore, behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, 
that this place shall no more be called Topheth, 
nor the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the val
ley of Slaughter. And I will make void the counsel 
of Judah and jerusalem in this place; and I will 
cause them to fall by the sword before their en
emies, and by the hand of them that seek their 
life: and their dead bodies will I give to be food 
for the birds of the heavens, and for the beasts of 
the earth. 11 
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MK-Mr 
0 Campus Report (Nov. 1998) tells of the un

civil behavior of some university perverts. "Pat 
Buchanan's lecture at Syracuse University's chapel 
was met with calls to burn the house of God down 
and glue its doors shut. Student Richard White 
torched a Bible to protest Buchanan's speech. Ho
mosexual students disrupted the author and 
columnist's address and held a 'kiss-in' during his 
talk. 

Shame 
0 Tom Jones' recent stop in Washington gath

ered female fans of all ages. Some tossed panties on 
stage. A few put their hotel keys on stage. One 
woman pushed a green bottle of Dom Perignon 
champagne onto the stage, and another threw her 
American Express gold card at his dancing feet. 

Big Wigs 
0 The group that in all modesty calls itself "The 

Christian Scholars Conference" will meet this year 
on the campus and under the sponsorship of Hard
ing University, Searcy, Arkansas. 

llome Sweet Bome 
0 James 0. McGinnis wrote (National Review, 

Oct. 26, 1998), "Sexual license coarsens our dis
course and dissolves our families. In doing so, it de
prives civilization of its most necessary restraints: 
the self-critical language with which we hold our
selves in check and the permanent affections that 
bind us to one another." 

The Bible puts it this way, "Let marriage be had 
in honor among all, and let the bed be undefiled: for 
fornicators and adulterers God will judge'' (Heb. 
13:4). 

Morals 
0 Judge Robert Bork asserted that a Chief Jus

tice of the Supreme Court would be, and should be, 
impeached if an intern sexually serviced him in his 
chambers - even if he never lied about it. That 
someone should be punished for something that is 
not a crime flummoxed Miss Greta Van Susteren, at
torney and political analyst, to the point of incoher
ence, "Maybe if he's a bachelor, may - have -
what if he's a ... bachelor? ... as consenting adults?" 

lo Tell 
0 According to the Star documents (World, Oct. 

17, 1998), "President Clinton told his wife that the 
reason he was spending so much time with Monica 

Lewinsky was she was a troubled youth and he was 
'ministering' to her." 

0 Gene Edward Veth, noted writer and colum
nist, commented, "Citizens should recognize that 
when the state insinuates itself in place of every 
other mediating institution, from the family to the 
church, it will have become totalitarian. When the 
state puts itself in the role of God - as the solver of 
all problems, the sovereign director of all things, and 
the source of every good and perfect gift - it will 
expect supplication and worship. Freedom will have 
been extinguished. And authentic Christianity will 
be a rival that cannot be tolerated." 

Appalling 
0 The National Network of Presbyterian Col

lege Women is tied closely to homosexual causes and 
has powerful friends inside the 2.6-million member 
Presbyterian Church (USA) headquartered in Louis
ville, Ky. 

The NNPCW's Web pages, located on the 
PCUSA computer server, recommended resources 
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from the heretical Reimagining Movement: Delores 
Williams ("We don't need folks hanging on crosses 
and blood dripping and weird stuff"), Episcopal 
bishop Carter Heyward ("Jesus was not God"), and 
others. 

Two links on the NNPCW's pages, "Sexuality 
and Spirituality" and "Christian Views on Homo
sexuality," pointed to off-site pages of other groups, 
which in turn contained links to porno sites via the 
NNPCW's links. 

Quote: 
0 "I'm a big evidence guy, and the evidence 

[supporting Christianity] was overwhelming to me. I 
came to the conclusion that we're here for a reason, 
and there was an eternal perspective greater than the 
day-to-day stuff we go through" (Walt Weiss, Atlanta 
Braves shortstop). 

"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament showeth his handiwork. Day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowl
edge. There is no speech nor language; their voice is 
not heard,, (Psa. 19: 1-3). 

Sugar and Spice and lverythiDg llice 
0 Here's what happened: A group of eight teen

age girls were taken to the National Museum for 
Women in the Arts. They were turned over to Annie 
Adjchavanich, a mentor at the museum who has a 
reputation in the D.C. arts scene as a photographer 
of sexual deviants (one of her 1994 exhibits, Biologi
cal Men, consisted of shots of female imperson
ators). Ms. Adjchavanich opened her portfolio and 
showed the girls two photos that were representative 
of her work in the "leather community." A graduate 
student studying the Shooting Back program for a 
Master's thesis witnessed the event. She described 
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the girl's reaction to the sadomasochistic images: 
"The kids were just looking at us, like a kids will 
look when they see something. they think might not 
have been intended for them to see, and looking to 
the adults for how to react." 

James Hubbard, a museum employee, shook his 
finger at the head of the museum for letting it hap
pen, demanding that the mentor be fired and the 
girls be offered psychological counseling. Wilhemina 
Cole Holladay, the Curator, fired back a letter mak
ing it clear that Mr. Hubbard should keep his mouth 
shut if he knew what was good for him. 

The Museum for Women in the Arts, by the way, 
is the work of the National Endowment for the Arts, 
which is funded with your tax dollars. Federal pros
ecutors are investigating whether any laws designed 
to shield minors from pornography were violated. 

Spare Parts 
0 Human organs from cows' eggs? A Massa

chusetts company reported it had made a semi-hu
man embryo by putting DNA from one of its 
scientist's cells into a cow's egg that had its own 
nucleus and bovine DNA removed. The resulting 
amalgam went through several divisions, producing 
what look like human embryo cells. The announce
ment from Advanced Cell Technology, in Worcester, 
elicited skepticism from other experts because no 
scientific documentation accompanied it. U.S. News 
& World Report (Nov. 21, 1998) commented: "If 
true, such research could lead to production of cloned 
replacement body parts for ailing humans.,, .. ,,,. 

0 We are not sure if the Nashville Jubilee takes 
its impetus from the 50th anniversary Jewish festival 
in which slaves were freed and land returned, or 
from the Roman Catholic Church's exercise of the 
same name, which is a year during which plenary in
dulgence may be obtained by the performance of 
certain pious acts. Anyhow, whatever it is, it is a flop 
- in more ways than one. 

Olan Hicks, a false teacher from Searcy, Ark., in 
his recent but undated bulletin, News & Notes, says 
that he visited Jubilee '98 in Nashville. Here is his 
appraisal of the display space: "The exhibit situation 
was not good this year. The speeches were given at 
the new arena and this put the crowds across Broad
way from the exhibits. Very few came over to the 
display area. Traffic was so light that it wasn't worth 
while to be there. We did not reserve a space for 
next year." 



Well, Olan, you could say the same thing about 
the speeches, especially the keynote ones by Jeff 
Walling - "It wasn't worth while to be there." 

file Mouth of Cllll 
0 Ted Turner has enthroned himself as a leading 

spokesman to save the world. If you ask why, he sim
ply replies, "Because I am rich and I am smart." 

Mr. Turner divides the world into two groups: 
smart people and dumb people. Smart people under
stand the threats to the future posed by overpopula
tion and bad environmental practices. The "dum
mies" are either unaware or unconcerned about the 
immensity of the problems. "We've got to figure out 
how to get the dummies on our side," he said. 

Mr. Turner advocates limiting families to one 
child - like in Communist China - to avoid over
population. He also urges worship of trees and flow
ers and rivers and rocks. He praised certain religions, 
"like Indian religions where nature was god." Their 
religion was "good," he contended, because they be
lieved people could live in harmony with nature. 

Christianity, on the other hand, in Mr. Ted 
Turner's view, "is a religion for losers." He claimed, 
"Christianity is not environmentally friendly." The 
Judeo-Christian religion says "man was put on the 
earth to dominate. He was given dominion over ev
erything and his salvation was that he was to go out 
and increase and multiply." 

Somehow Mr. Turner failed to recall that 

Calcutta's hellish problem is a product of several 
thousand years of Hinduism, a religion that wor
ships nature as divine" (Source: World, Nov. 14, 
1998). Walking the streets of any major town in In
dia might change Mr. Turner's mind. 

Yahoo 
0 Athens (Reuters)- The Greek Church ordered 

one of its bishops (Chrysostomos of Zakynthos) to 
stand trial over an interview with Penthouse maga
zine in which he advocated premarital sex. 

The Holy Synod of the Church of Greece bans 
premarital sex and sent Chrysostomos to ecclesiasti
cal court over his comments. 

A 50-year-old woman on the Ionian Island of 
Zakynthos was sent to jail for throwing tomatoes at 
Chrysostomos during a church service. She told re
porters she did it out of disgust. 

llail to the Chief 
0 An AP news item reveals that President Clin

ton pardoned 33 convicted criminals recently, for of
fenses ranging from going AWOL to blowing up a 
building. The group includes three people convicted 
of lying. 

Slam Drunk 
0 Nine days after he married Baywatch actress 

Carmen Electra in a spur-of-the-moment Las Vegas 
wedding, Dennis Rodman filed for an annulment, al
leging that during the ceremony he was drunk. Fp 

Annual Denton Lectureship Books 
Studies in 1 & 2 Kings (Dub McClish, ed.) .......................................... $14.00 
Studies in 1 & 2 Chronicles (Dub McClish, ed.) ................................... 14.00 
Studies in 1 & 2 Samuel (Dub McClish, ed.) ........................................ 14.00 
Studies in Joshua, Judges, and Ruth (Dub McClish, ed.) .................. 14.00 
Studies in Matthew (Dub McClish, ed.) ................................................. 16.00 
Studies in Acts (Dub McClish, ed.) ........................................................ 14.00 
Studies in Romans (Dub McClish, ed.) ................................................. 16.00 
Studies in 1 Corinthians (Dub McClish, ed.) ......................................... 14.00 
Studies in 2 Corinthians (Dub McClish, ed.) ......................................... 14.00 
Studies in Galatians (Dub McClish, ed.) ............................................... 14.00 
Studies in Ephesians (Dub McClish, ed.) ............................................. 16.00 
Studies in 1, 2, 3 John (Dub McClish, ed.) ........................................... 14.00 
Studies in 1, 2 Peter and Jude (Dub McClish, ed.) ....•............••.......... 16.00 

Please include $3.50 shipping for one book, and add SO¢ for each additional book ordered. 
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Q A 
Guy N. Woods (deceased) 

Question: "Is it scriptural for a congregation to 
hum while partaking of the Lord's Supper?" 

Answer: It is not scriptural for a congregation to 
II engage, in humming during the Lord's supper, 
nor at any other time during public services. Hum
ming is not an acceptable substitute for singing, and 
is wholly unauthorized in New Testament worship. 

(1) It springs from improper motives. People 
who engage therein do so for the express purpose of 
producing an emotional situation which they prefer 
to the Lord's own arrangement. Those who thus do 
are more interested in aesthetics (which pleases 
them), than in following the New Testament (which 
pleases God). The desire for such innovations evi
dences an abandonment of any real desire to do ex
actly what God says, for the reason that he says it. In 
so doing, they follow their own wills, and not the 
will of God. 

(2) It is utterly without divine sanction. There is 
no hint of such practice in the records of the worship 
of the New Testament church, and it is a human de
vice intruded into divine service, the design of which 
is to please man, and not God. If humming may be 
engaged in without his approval, what about whis
tling and handclapping? Some Pentecostal groups 
find the clapping of their hands a very effective and 
potent device in creating volatile and emotional situ
ations in their services. If it is in order for each 
group to determine the aesthetic level of its services, 
on what ground may any such devices be excluded? 

(3) The divine will is clearly and unequivocally 
expressed in these areas. Paul wrote, "Speaking one to 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody with your heart to the 
Lord" (Eph. 5: 19). "Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing 
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God. 
And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him." (Col. 3: 16-17). "I will pray with 

28 March 1999 
Firm Foundation 

the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also." 
(1 Cor. 14:15.) Singing is thus specifically enjoined. 
To sing in the meaning of the word here used (adoo) 
involves lyrical participation (cf. Thayer), whereas, 
humming is "to sing with closed lips and without 
articulating" (Webster's Collegiate Dictionary). The 
obligation which these passages set out requires 
words; therefore, it is not possible to discharge the 
duty they enjoin by humming. 

(4) In our singing, we are commanded to partici
pate in praise, which enables us to speak, to teach, 
and to admonish; none of these duties is possible in 
the exercise of humming; therefore, humming, in 
our worship, is wrong. To add humming to the ob
servance of the Lord's supper is to compound the er
ror, such being wholly unauthorized. There is as 
much justification for the addition of instrumental 
music to the observance of the Supper as there is for 
humming. Neither has New Testament sanction, and 
both ought and must be vigorously opposed if we 
are to maintain a pure faith and a· faultless practice. 

(Brother Woods has gone to join that happy angel 
band. The question and answer is taken from Ques':' 
tions and Answers Open Forum, Freed-Hardeman 
College Lectures, 1976, pp. 280-1). Fp 

West Virginia 
Schoolof~eac~ 

• Two-year program 
• 2,600-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Emanuel B. Daugherty 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P.O. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041-0785 

(304) 845-8001 



Directory 
Advertising in this Section, $30 per line per year. 

FJrm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@repubUc.net 

-England-
cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-
Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@juno.com ..... 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. ..... 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa &: University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44th Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
6:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available ••••• 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 ••••• 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. ..... 
Seal Beach- Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

••••• Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted Parks. Come worship with us. ..... 
Visalia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
preacher. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. 

Craig- Downtown Ch·u·r~h of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia - Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 

Clearwater - Centr;.• Ch~rch of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. ..... 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake F;r;;t ·church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Gamer, minister. 

Lake City- Lake ciq,.Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south ofl-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 ·s·o~~h Florida ·Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 . .... 
Melbourne - Church of North Melbourne, 
meeting in Sherwood School. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. 

.Miami - Westwood • l:ke Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. . . . . . . 
Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 ..... 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). ..... 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (407) 657-0657, Tony 
Williams, youth minister. ..... 
Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. {3/4 miles w.e~t. ~~Mobile Hwy.) 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. . .... 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
Osric, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872: 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min • 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. ..... 
Virginia - Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 
Southaven- Southa;:n• Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690 . 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866 • ..... 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
1 08th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801 • ..... 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444 • ..... 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 
preacher. • •••. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. • ••• • 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • •••• 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. ..... 
Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. ..... 
Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher • ..... 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher 

-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal ..... 
Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central Texas Lectureship ..... 
Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. lOS 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 
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Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Huntsville -1380 Fi~h H:tchery Rd., Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (409) 438-8202 . .... 
Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. •• •• • 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. ..... 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister . ..... 
Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

••••• 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. . .... 
Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 ..... 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) . .... 
San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio - North;r~· Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 ..... 
Schertz- Church of Christ, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 . .... 
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc - Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming-
cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 .. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 
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pearance of the paper. 
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preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
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Preachers Wanted 
Gospel preacher needed at Truth or Consequences, 
NM, Church of Christ. Please send resume to the 
Elders. Thomas J. Mayo, P.O. Box 728, Elephant 
Butte, NM 87935, (505) 744-5578, or Wyndal 
Miller, P.O.Box 1147, Elephant Butte, NM 87935, 
(505) 744-4762 

The Church of Christ meeting at 4th & Bois d'Arc, 
is currently looking for an experienced minister. 
Please mail resume, audio tape & references: Attn. 
Leo Elliott, P.O. Box 1332, Pecos, TX 79772. E
mail lelliott@untravision.net. Phone day 1-800-
588-5131 or fax, night 1-915-445-9333. 

Congregation in Alliance, Nebraska is looking for 
a sound, conservative preacher, who loves the truth 
and will preach it. We are a community of about 
10,000, with the main economy from the Railroad 
and a factory. We have been in existence since 
1962, and now have about 45 in attendance. We 
need someone who will strengthen the brethren 
and help the church grow God's way. We do not 
think truth is relative, but absolute. The church has 
some money set aside to support a preacher, but 
will possibly need some additional support in the 
future. Please contact: Allen Bright, (308)762-1566 
day, 762-6751 evening; Stuart Simpson, 762-8002 
evening; or Jerry Allen 762-8382. 

Sound biblically, bur balanced, conservative 
congregation is looking for associate/youth minister. 
Must be doctrinally sound and biblically balanced; 
married preferred, but anyone may apply. 
Congregation about 275 members. Livingston 
Church of Christ, 212 E. Cedar St., Livingston, 
TN 38570. (931) 823-1441. 

Education minister needed for congregation of 
approx. 500 members. Please send resume to Elders, 
Southgate Church of Christ, 528 Country Club 
Rd., San Angelo, TX 76904. 

Minister position available at Stringtown Road 

30 and 55 years of age. This racially diverse 
congregation of 180 members is led by 5 elders. 
Salary is dependent on experience and education 
(large 3-bedroom home is part of salary). This 
position will be open after Jan. 6, 1999. Send 
resume and video tape of recent sermon to The 
Elders, W. Carpenter Rd Church of Christ, G-
2296 W. Carpenter Rd., Flint, MI 48505. 

Central Arkansas congregation scripturally 
organized with elders and deacons; regular 
attendance around 400. Seeking pulpit minister. 
Submit resume, Downtown Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 614, Morrilton, AR 72110. (501) 354-2323. 
Email, church@cyberback.com; fax (501) 354-
0661. Homepage: http://www.cyberback.com/ 
-church/ 

Northeast Oklahoma congregation of 330 members 
has immediate need for experienced, Bible-centered 
man to work with active parent group in well
established youth program. Will coordinate 
education program. Approx. age 30-40 years. Prefer 
married man. Send resume to Central Church of 
Christ, 319 E. Blue Starr Dr., Claremore, OK 
74017. (918) 341-0531; 341-6804 (elder). 

Small congregation (about 35 members) in north 
central Florida is looking for a preacher. Will supply 
modern 3-bedroom house plus utilities and small 
salary. Interlachen Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
1884, Interlachen, FL 32148. (904) 684-2824. 

Minister wanted. Congregation of approx. 100 
seeking experience, sound, mature evangelist. Salary 
provided. Send resum~ with references to: jesse 
Hight, Lantana Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2686, 
Crossville, TN 38557 

Sound, conservative, full-time minister desired for 
self-supporting congregation of about 50. Write to 
Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 Airway Rd., 
Dayton, OH 45431. Attn. F. Fry or D. Hampton, 
or call (937) 233-0967 after 3 p.m. 

Members 100+, no elders. Contact Dave Kirchner 
(309) 787-2478; Doug Shackleford (309} 786-
8718; jfshack@aol.com; office (309) 797-5433. 

Preachers Available 
Semi-retired conservative preacher seeking 
conservative congregation in Tennessee. 45 years 
preaching experience. KJV used. (248) 475-1608. 

Preacher available; 24 years full-time preaching, 
last 6 yrs. with current congregation, 10 years with 
previous congregation; 3 years as an elder. Prefer 
congregation in central upper Midwest. Have 
worked in mission congregation 13 years. Would 
consider working in new mission area if supporting 
congregation is available. Extensive radio 
broadcasting background. joe D. Mitchell (715) 
389-1754. 

Preacher with 20 yrs. experience looking for full
time work. Dan Gannon, Rt. 1, Box 168C, Purdon, 
TX 76679. (903) 673-2236. 

Semi-retired, conservative preacher seeking 
conservative congregation within 200 mi. of 
Wichita Falls, TX. 40 yrs. experience in preaching 
and personal work. KJV used. (940) 644-5210. 

For Sale 
Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever Happened 
to Heaven and He/If (1994) - $17.50; Practical 
Christianity: Daily Christian Living (1998) -
$17.5 0; Balanced Christianity: Maintaining Biblical 
Balance (1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Godhead (1998), 
The Two Covenants (1996) $15.00; Dangerous 
'Isms (1997) $14.50; The Maior Prophets (1995), 
The Providence of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping & 
handling on single book orders. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. 

The Davidson-Yerkes Debate on jehovah's 
Witnesses doctrine is now available. Second 
printing. Yerkes affirmed annihilation for wicked, 
no hell. Davidson affirmed eternity in hell for the 
wicked. $6.00 post pd. Order from J. L. Davidson, 
13832 Bert Brown, Conroe, TX 77302. 

Miscellaneous 

Church of Christ, Medina, Texas. Successful Congregation of 60+ with a pulpit and large 3-
applicant will be energetic and interested in working bedroom house to fill. Looking for a well
with children. Medina Children's Home composes motivated, spiritually minded minister with family 
85% of the 200-member congregation. Competitive to join our family here in Aberdeen, WA. Send 
compensation package. Contact George W. Rose, resume and video or audio tape to Church of Christ, 
Elder, HCR 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78055; (830) 5121 Olympic Hwy., Aberdeen, WA 98520 
589 2871 GWROSE@HTcr NET Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 

• · · Full-time sound, conservative minister wanted. - an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Associate minister needed: growing congregation Congregation esr. for 35 yrs, ave. attendance 120, Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299_1475. 
of 250 needs a man to rake a good education no elders. Supports missionaries and benevolent 
program and make it top-notch, also to take a work, active youth group. Full support provided. Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
good youth program and make it excellent. Send resume to Winder Church of Christ, P.O. Valley Bi~le Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Experience necessary. Send resume to Eastside Box 583, Winder, GA 30680; (nO) 867-5511. St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Church of Christ, 9030 NE Glisan, Portland, OR Full-rime pulpit minister needed. Mature age, good Free room & board and salary available to a 
97220. leadership qualities, personal work experience in Christian, single woman who is interested in serving 
Wanted: We are in need of an experienced church and community, active with young people. as a companion to an elderly lady in Medina, Texas. 
scripturally sound minister of the gospel between Church of Christ, 4000 48th St., Moline, IL 61265. (830) 589-2871 - George Rose 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. on CD-ROM 
......................... $149.95 

• Contains all 14 of his books 

• References from King James Bible 
• Articles by him from 

• Gospel Advocate 
• Gospel Guardian 
• Bible Banner 

• Torch 

Audio Cassette Sermon Album 
Vol. 1-4 by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
• 4-volume set (16 tapes) .................................. $59.95 
• Each volume sold separately (4 tapes) ............ 15.95 

Books available by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

• The One Book ................................................. $19.95 

• God's Prophetic Word .................................•.... 18.95 

• The Book of Revelation .................................... 16.95 

• The Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit ....... 9.95 

• The Gospel for Today ..................................•.... 22.95 

• An Evaluation of the New International Version 
........................................................ 8.95 

• The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
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Firm Foundation 
1999 VBS Literature 

LOVE IS 
THE WAY 

Lesson 1: Meat In the Wilderness 
(Exodus 20:2-3) 
Aim: To show that the command to love 
God first Is the foundation of all Christianity 
and service to other people. 

Lesson 2: A Prophet Who Warned Sinful People 
(Proverbs 17:17) 
Aim: To show that our love for God which Is 
the foundation of our Christianity Is 
manifested in the way we love our neigh
bors. 

Lesson 3: God's Promise to Provide 
for Our Needs 
(Hebrews 13:1-2) 
Aim: To show that the Great Command 
Second One will lead us to love all the 
people In all the world. 

Lesson 4: Love at Home 
(John 13:35) 
Aim: To show that love In the home Is 
possible when we apply the Word of God to 
our home relationships. 

Lesson 5: Eternal Love 
(Hebrews 1 0:24) 
Aim: To show that Christian love Is so Im
portant that we cannot serve God or man 
correctly without it. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1·800-572·3619 

or you can order online 
hHp://www.blble-lnfonet.org/ff/store/1999_ VBS_Materlal.htm 
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Good Idea 

James W Berry of Montgomery, Ala., suggested 
in a letter some time ago that we have a 
special issue of the Firm Foundation on some 

of the basics of the faith. 
He envisioned an issue dealing with the gospel 

plan of salvation, the worship of the church, and the 
work of the church. H e thought it would be good to 
have this material available as an evangelistic tool. 
Brother Berry also suggested it might be used to gain 
new subscribers for the paper. 

His recommendation was impressive and we 
laid the letter aside, intending to fo llow up on his 
proposal. Like the "best laid plans of mice and 
men" delay led to neglect. Now, at last, we are print
ing for your use and approval, the special issue 
our good brother requested. This is the kind of thing 
you can hand to your denominational friends with 
the assurance they w ill not be unnecessarily of
fended, and in the anticipation of their possible con
version. It at least will give them reason to think and 
study. 

This is how brethren thought and talked and 
wrote 59 years ago . The message never grows old . It 
is how we ought to be teaching today. It makes an 
interesting contrast with much of what we hear in 
our time, coming from university campuses. 

In looking for material to include in this issue of 
the paper, we did considerable research. We discov
ered a wealth of information written by our fellow 
saints more than 50 years ago. It was interesting to 
note the emphasis on grace, the oneness of the 
church, and the importance of obedience stressed by 

faithful disciples of Christ in a past generation. 
This was the threshold of that exciting period 

when the church was credited with being the fastest 
growing religious institution in the world. The rea
son for its growth is obvious- the disciples of Jesus 
believed something, knew what they believed, and 
did not hesitate fo r a moment to press the truth and 
defend the faith. Jesus sets for us the example of 
boldly, but kindly, pointing out error while advanc
ing truth. These noble men of a past generation had 
the courage and zeal to preach the word; being "ur
gent in season, out of season;" reproving, rebuking, 
exhorting, "with alllongsuffering and teaching." 

G.C. Brewer answered a number of questions 
propounded to him by a Baptist man from Texas. 
His answers are impressive and fully refute denomi
national error while pressing the claims of Christ 
and the gospel. It turned out that he is the writer of 
most of this paper because what he said was so com
pelling and valuable. Rescuing the words of this elo
quent defender of the faith makes the entire enter
prise worth the effort. 

Brother Brewer is joined in this issue of the Firm 
Foundation by men like Boone Douthitt, ]. Roy 
Vaughn, and Chester Estes. Great men who have 
crossed over to that resting-place where they are 
comforted as they await the resurrection and the ul
timate victory. May God bless their memory. 

Anyway, here it is. A special issue putting the em
phasis on what to do to be saved and how to ·live to 
stay saved. 
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Editorial 

Special Issue 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T o preface this production of the Firm 
Foundation we intend to give a brief his
tory of denominationalism and its fun

damental philosophy. About 2,000 years ago 
Jesus was on the earth and in response to his 
apostles' confession that he was the Christ, the 
Son of the living God, pledged to build his 
church (Matt. 16:13-20). 

He did what he aimed to do. In the New 
Testament scriptures we read of how the church existed in the 
first century and of how men and women were members of it and 
rejoiced in their salvation. 

Jesus was no ·idle dreamer and saw the reality of things. He 
prophesied in the parable of the sower that some preaching would 
be wasted and even the words that fell upon good hearts would 
not all produce alike. He understood the human heart and the 
weakness of the human frame and acknowledged that only a few 
would go through the strait gate and walk the narrow path that 
leads to a home in heaven (Matt. 7:14 ). He understood about 
false prophets (Matt. 7:15). He commissioned his inspired men, 
in the beginning of the gospel, to foretell an apostasy (1 Tim. 4 :1-
4; 2 Thess. 2:1-11; Acts 20:29-30). 

The scripture cannot be broken. His prophecy was fulfilled . 
The departure from the truth happened. As far as we can tell, the 
blood-bought church of Christ was lost to the world -at least, it 
cannot be absolutely identified in every generation. An apostate 
church resulted, which controlled things for awhile, but finally 
split into two major factions - the Greek Orthodox Church and 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

An attempt to reform the apostate church failed and resulted 
in denominationalism, as we know it. Martin Luther, a Roman 
Catholic monk of the Aug:ustinian order in Germany undertook to 
correct the excesses of his church. The king of England, Henry 
VIII, at about the same time initiated a reform in England. The 
two Reformations (one called Protestant and other called Angli
can) subscribed to the Augustinian philosophy and that hardened 
into what we now know as Calvinism. 

The system, common to both reformations, featured the fol-
lowing points: 

1. Total Depravity 
2. Election 
3. Irresistible Grace 



4. Limited Salvation 
5. Preservation of the Saints 
These five points are shared by all denominations connected 

with either the Protestant or Anglican Reformation. They may dis
agree over the manner and purpose of baptism, the organization 
of the church, the Lord's Supper, and some elements of worship, 
but they stand united on the five points named. 

We will look briefly at the five points. 
Total inherent depravity is the teaching that babies are con

ceived and born guilty of sin and lost, and is the premise that pro
vokes the other incorrect points of Calvinism. The Bible teaches 
that Jehovah is the father of all human spirits (He b. 12:9), and the 
giver of every human spirit (Eccl. 12:7). Since God is pure and 
there is no evil in him, he is incapable of fathering or giving a cor
rupt spirit. Jesus said, "Suffer the little children, and forbid them 
not, to come unto me: for to such belongeth the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matt. 19:14). The statement of Jesus shows that infants 
are "safe" and therefore do not need to be "saved." . 

The Calvinistic position that babies are guilty of iniquity and 
unacceptable to God, through no fault of their own, but because 
of an inherited condition, makes God unfair in his treatment of 
people, and unjust in his punishment. Most Calvinists say that if a 
baby dies in infancy that is proof he was of the elect and was saved 
with his dying breath by irresistible grace. 

The Calvinist doctrine of absolute predestination, election and 
reprobation says that before creation God foreknew all who 
would live, what kind of person each would be, predestinated ev
ery detail of the person's life, and assigned each one to be either 
eternally lost or eternally saved (election and reprobation). The 
unfairness of this is evident and it is therefore undeniably wrong. 
It makes people pawns of fate and helpless to do anything, either 
right or wrong. It is true that God predestinated the coming of his 
son and the conditions upon which he is willing to pardon sinful 
man, but it is not true that he predetermined the life of the indi
vidual and his everlasting destiny. God is not a respecter of per
sons (Acts 10:34; Rom. 2:11). 

The Calvinist teaching of irresistible grace is that, since babies 
are born in an unsaved condition, and since their whole life is pre
fixed and cannot be changed, they are unable to do any right 
thing. Whatever they do is wrong. This makes it impossible for 
them to do anything about salvation because that would be a right 
thing. They cannot believe, nor love God, nor live moral lives. 
They are hopeless and helpless. If they are of the elect - if God 
determined from all eternity to save them - at the proper time 
God will send upon them a direct operation of the Holy Spirit, 
giving them the power to love God, repent, and believe to the sav
ing of their souls. This is forced upon them and is therefore called 
irresistible grace. They cannot refuse it. It is not favor but is force. 
The person cannot do anything about his lost condition and if he 
is not of the elect but is of the reprobate he is damned to eternal 
loss and powerless to do anything about it. 

In This Issue 
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This requires the Calvinist doctrine of limited 
salvation. They are compelled to say that Jesus did 
not die for all, but only for the elect. His saving 
blood is not available to all creatures, but only to 
those known before creation to be arbitrarily chosen 
of God to be saved. 

Calvinism also says that once a person is saved 
he cannot thereafter be lost. Before conversion he is 
lost and cannot do anything about it, and after salva
tion, if he is of the elect, he is saved and cannot do 
anything about that. The Bible, of course, teaches 
the possibility of fatal apostasy. 

They also say that after salvation the redeemed 
person is to observe what is called the two sacraments 
of the church- the Lord's Supper and baptism, 
which means of course that baptism has nothing to do 
with salvation. JesQs· $aid, "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved". (Mark 16:16), which shows 
that he did not teach Calvinist doctrine. 

What we have briefly outlined here is the plat
form from which nearly all denominations operate 
- it is the basis of their beliefs and the backbone of 
their creed-books. 

The Bible teaches that babies are born safe and 
sinless and should they die in their infancy would be 
secure in the arms of Jesus. The child grows to matu-

rity, understands the difference between right and 
wrong, neglects the good and does the bad, which is 
sin. This separates him from God and his greatest 
need thereafter is to be reconciled to God. He goes 
away by his own choice. He sins because he wills to 
sin and is accountable for his omission of the right 
and his commission of the wrong. 

The sinner has the power to hear the gospel, un
derstand it, believe it, and obey it. He went away 
from God by his own volition, and he returns to 
God by his own volition. He has the ability to weigh 
the evidence, know the strength of the proof, and 
conclude there is a God and the Bible is a God
breathed revelation to the human creature. He can 
believe (Heb. 11 :6), repent (Acts 2:38), confess Jesus 
as Lord (Rom. 10:9-10), and be buried in water to 
wash away his sins and be resurrected a new creature 
to walk in newness of life (Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:4-6; 
Col. 2:12; John 3:5). 

This short treatise should help us to understand 
the difference between denominationalism and the 
church Jesus purchased with his blood. It is an intro
duction to what follows in this issue of the Firm 
Foundation. 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77692-0192 

Fp 

Annual Denton Lectureship Books 
+Studies in 1 & 2 Kings (Dub McClish, ed.) ..................................... $14.00 

+Studies in 1 & 2 Chronicles (Dub McClish, ed.) ............................... 14.00 

+Studies in 1 & 2 Samuel (Dub McClish, ed.) .................................... 14.00 

+Studies in Joshua, Judges, and Ruth (Dub McClish, ed.) ............. 14.00 

+Studies in Matthew (Dub McClish, ed.) ............................................. 16.00 

+Studies in Acts (Dub McClish, ed.) .................................................... 14.00 

+Studies in Romans (Dub McClish, ed.) ............................................. 16.00 

+Studies in 1 Corinthians (Dub McClish, ed.) .................................... 14.00 

+Studies in 2 Corinthians (Dub McClish, ed.) .................................... 14.00 
+Studies in Galatians (Dub McClish, ed.) ........................................... 14.00 

+Studies in Ephesians (Dub McClish, ed.) ......................................... 16.00 

+Studies in 1 , 2, 3 John (Dub McClish, ed.) ....................................... 14.00 

+Studies in 1, 2 Peter and Jude (Dub McClish, ed.) ......................... 16.00 

Please include $3.50 shipping for one book, and add SO¢ for each additional book ordered. 

Firm Foundation • RO. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430·0069 • 800·572·3619 

4 April 1999 
Farm Foundation 



Identifying tile Cllurtll Dillie Bible 

You Can Recognize the Church Today 

In New Testament times it was easy to recognize 
the church - there was only one. Ephesians 
4:1 speaks of one body. The body is the church 

(Eph. 1:22-23), therefore there should be one 
church. The New Testament Christians may not 
have met in a church building designated as such, 
but their presence was felt and known in the com
munity. The fact that the church could be persecuted 
shows it could be identified. 

To recognize the church today, we need a stan
dard. But what standard? Some say how a person 
feels or thinks is a proper standard in religion. If you 
feel good about it, it must be right, is the dictum. If 
you think it is right, it is right, some say. However 
the Bible warns us that the way of truth is not in 
man. "Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in 
himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps" ijer. 10:23). "There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man; But the end thereof are the ways of 
death" (Prov. 14:12). 

God has given us the infallible standard of his 
unfailing Word. "Every scripture inspired of God is 
also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correc
tion, for instruction which is in righteousness. That 
the man of God may be complete, furnished com
pletely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 
The New Testament gives the standard for the New 
Testament church. 

Its founder is Jesus. Matthew 16:18 tells us that 
Jesus said, "I will build my church; and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16: 18). 
"For other foundation can no man lay than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 3: 11). 
The foundation for the church is not Peter, nor John 
Smith, nor John Calvin, nor Martin Luther, nor any 
other mere mortal, but the foundation of the church 
is Jesus. To that we should all be able to say, Amen! 

Its founding date- A.D. 33, Day of Pentecost, 
Sunday morning at about 9 a.m.- Jesus promised 
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to build his church, which he identified as the king
dom of heaven on earth (Matt. 16:18-19). He said 
the kingdom, or church, would come with power 
(Mark 9:1). The power would come when the Holy 
Spirit was sent to the apostles (Acts 1:8). The Holy 
Spirit came upon the apostles about A.D. 33 in 
Jerusalem (Acts 2: 1-4). Any church that came after 
that date is too young to be the church of Christ, and 
if any came before that date, it is too old be his 
church. 

Here are some identifying marks of the New Tes
tament church, according to the scriptures: 

Correct organization: Its organization is stipu
lated in the new covenant of Christ. Headquarters 
are in heaven with Jesus as the head (Col. 1:18). Lo
cal congregations on earth are organized with elders, 
sometimes called bishops, or overseers (Acts 20:28; 
Titus 1:9; Heb. 13:17). The elders are assisted by 
men called deacons (1 Tim. 3:8-12). Preachers or 
ministers are also involved (Titus 1:5; 1 Tim. 5:19-
20). And, of course, there are the members. The or
ganization must be right, or it is not the church de
scribed in the New Testament. 

Conditions for membership are strict and under
standable. Here are the conditions of forgiveness, 
according to the scriptures: 

Hear: The gospel is God,s saving power (Rom. 
1:23 ). It pleases God to save them that believe 
through the foolishness of preaching (1 Cor. 1:21). 

Faith: "So then faith comes by hearing, and hear
ing by the Word of God" (Rom. 10:17). We must be
lieve (Heb. 11:6, John 8:24). Saving faith produces 
obedience to the commands of God ijames 2:14-26). 
Without obedience there is no acceptable faith and no 
love for Christ (Matt. 7:21-29; John 14:15, 23). 

Repentance: "Repent ye, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the re
mission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38, see also Acts 17:30; 2 
Pet. 3:9). The penitent believer must confess Jesus as 
Lord. 

Confession: "Because if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart 
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that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved: for with the heart man believeth unto righ
teousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation" (Rom. 10:9-10; See also Matt. 10:32-
33; 1 Tim. 6:12). 

Baptism: It is at the point of baptism that our faith 
causes God to save us through the blood of his Son. 
''And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins, calling on his name" (Acts 
22: 16). "He that believeth and is baptized sha ll be 
saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" 
(Mark 16:16; See also 1 Pet. 3:21; Gal. 3:26-27). 

When a properly prepared candidate is baptized 
to receive the remission of sins, he is born again 
(John 3 :5), and God adds him to the church (Acts 
2:47). All saved people are in the church, and there 
are no saved people outside of the church, simply 
because God adds to the church daily those that are 
saved (Acts 2:47). No saved person ever stayed out
side of the church overnight. 
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one body of Christ in your community. Any religious 
organization that teaches and practices differently 
from the items specified in the Bible is not the church 
Jes.us promised to build- the church of Christ. ~ 
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What Is the Body of Christ? 
By Cled E. Wallace 

That the church is the body of Christ and in 
~ludes all the people of God is clearly taught 
tn the New Testament. "There is one body" 

(Eph. 4:4). "And he is the head of the body the 
church" (Col. 1:18). "For as the body is one, and hath 
~any members, and all the members of the body, be
Ing many, are one body; so also is Christ. For in one 
Spirit were we all baptized into one body ... whether 
bond or free; and were all made to drink of one Spirit" 
(1 Cor. 12:12-13). Paul was writing to the church in 
Corinth when he said "we all" were "baptized into 
one body." He was not a member of the local body in 
Corinth when he wrote. He also wrote a letter to the 
Roman disciples in which he said: "For even as we 
have many members in one body, and all the members 
have not the same office: so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and severally members one of 
another" (Rom. 12:4-5). He had never been in Rome 
at the time he wrote, yet he and the Roman brethren 
all belonged to the one body, the church. All Chris
tians were members of it for the same reason Paul was. 
It seems simple enough in the light of these and other 
plain texts to view the church of the Lord as the family 
of God including all the children of God wherever 
they may be. When a man became a Christian the 
Lord added him to the church, "which is his body." A 
man cannot be a Christian outside of the body, for the 
simple reason that the body includes all the saved. 
This fact reveals the whole denominational system as 
unscriptural and sinful. 

The Baptist and Reflector periodically and edito
rially takes a fling at this scriptural truth which is a 
standing rebuke to all parties, including the Baptist 
denomination. The church the editor of that paper is 
a member of is commonly known as the Baptist 
Church. Nobody that I know of claims that it, lo
cally or institutionally, includes all the people of 
God. It is, therefore, not the body of Christ that we 
read about in the New Testament. The editor has 
this to say in the January 4 issue of his paper: 

In Ephesians 1:22-23 and Colossians 1:24, 
Paul uses the expressions: 'the church, which is 
his body,' and 'for his body's sake, which is the 
church.' 

Paul said to the church at Corinth: 'Now ye 
are the body of Christ, and members in particu
lar' (1 Cor. 12:27). This was a local congrega
tion of baptized believers. What the ultimate sig
nificance of 'the body of Christ' may be in 
heaven is beyond our present inquiry. But the 
term in historical expression on earth means a 
particular local church. 'Ye are the body of 
Christ.' 

Now, that congregations or churches throughout 
the world in Paul's day were the body of Christ is not 
the point of controversy. It is generally admitted. The 
New Testament is clear on that point. The editor con
tends that wherever the expression "body of Christ" is 
found "the term means a particular, local church." We 
have cited some instances where it is much broader 
than any locality. Our friend is so certain that "ye are 
the body of Christ" proves his point that he gives it the 
emphasis of blacker type. It in fact only proves that 
the ones to whom Paul wrote were the body of Christ 
in Corinth. In the same chapter, Paul says: "We all 
were baptized into one body." That "we" upsets the 
editor's contention, for Paul was not in Corinth and 
had not been for a long time. Possibly he thinks Paul 
was carrying his "church letter" around in his trunk. 
While he is wrestling with this point he might tell us 
what local church the eunuch was a member of when 
Philip baptized him. Or was his baptism valid accord-
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ing to Baptist standards, since no church heard his ex
perience and voted him a proper subject for baptism? 
A man ought not to hold to a theory or belong to a 
church that gets him tangled up in so many plain texts 
and facts. 

It ought not to be so hard for an ordinary man, 
not to mention a smart one, to see that the church is 
the family of God and includes all the children of 
God. There is such an institution as the Baptist de
nomination. It includes all Baptists, and no one else. 
The institution that includes all Christians and no 
one else has no party names and cannot be confined 
within denominational limits. It is the body of 
Christ, the church. A denomination, including the 
Baptist Church, is too short at both ends and too 
narrow in the middle to be identified as the body of 
Christ. 

I recall that a former editor of The Baptist and 
Reflector, Dr. E. E. Folk, found about eighteen in
stances in the New Testament where the word 
church did not "mean a particular, local church." 
Pendleton~s Manual, which is standard authority 
with Baptists, agrees with Dr. Folk, not the present 
editor of The Baptist and Reflector. I can cite re
marks that go right to that same point from some of 
the ablest scholars the Baptist denomination has pro
duced if called on to do so. In fact, as late as May of 
last year the Southern Baptist Convention adopted a 
report that reads like this: 

We hold that the church of Christ, which in the 
Bible is called 'the body of Christ,, is not to be 
identified with any denomination or church 
which seeks to exercise ecclesiastical authority, 
but includes all the regenerated, whoever and 
wherever they are, as these are led by the Holy 
Spirit. This church is a body without formal or-
ganization. 

This body of Christ, including all Christians, be
cause they are Christians, with Christ as head and 
"without formal organization to exercise ecclesiasti
cal authority," is exactly what we find in the New 
Testament. Christians are members of Christ and 
members one of another simply because they are in 
"the body of Christ." The fact that this body "is not 
to be identified with any denomination or church, 
which seeks to exercise ecclesiastical authority" is 
the main reason we object to such denominations or 
churches. They are not individually or collectively 
the body of Christ simply because they do not "in
clude all the regenerated whoever and wherever they 
are." We deny the right of any and all to organize 
such things "to exercise ecclesiastical authority" in 
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the absence of any authority from the head of "the 
body of Christ" to do so. 

"All the regenerated as these are led by the Holy 
Spirit" will respect the New Testament order of 
things and refrain from trying to improve on the di
vine plan by "formal organization," which, accord
ing to the Southern Baptist Convention, cannot be 
identified with "the body of Christ." The only "for
mal organization" Baptists fully endorse is that of 
their own contriving. They whoop it up noisily in 
their conventions and party organs. It is only occa
sionally and incidentally, as in this instance, an alien 
to their party who is satisfied to be simply a Chris
tian is able to dig out a grain of truth from the 
mountains of chaff in their reports. 

The only thing in the New Testament that even 
squints in the direction of "formal organization" is 
the local congregation and that is not formal enough 
to suit men of partisan minds who "seek to exercise 
ecclesiastical authority." It is composed of Christians 
in a particular locality or who worship at a specified 
place. It is under the oversight of elders who by rea
son of age, experience, and wisdom are qualified to 
direct the congregation in such activities the New 
Testament authorizes. It is the business of this con
gregation to attend to its own business of doing the 
will of the Lord as revealed in the New Testament 
and to resist all efforts to bind upon it "ecclesiastical 
authority" from outside sources. Strict adherence to 
this sane and scriptural order would do away with 
"any denomination or church which seeks to exer
cise ecclesiastical authority," but we would still have 
"the body of Christ" and that is the main thing any-
way. 

(First published Jan. 18, 1940) 
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Saving Grace 
By B. L. Douthitt 

For by grace have ye been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; not of works, that no man 

should glory (Eph. 2:8-9). 

These verses clearly teach that we are saved by 
the grace of God. Christianity is a system of divine 
grace. To be saved eternally one must accept God's 
system of salvation by grace. "Being justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus" (Rom. 3:24). There are many references in 
the Word of God on salvation by grace. We believe 
all of them. 

Divine grace means favor or kindness, which 
God bestows upon one who has not deserved or 
merited by his own effort the favor God gives. We 
do not earn our salvation. Paul gives us a manifesta
tion of this grace in his second epistle to the Corin
thian brethren: "For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty 
might eecome rich" (2 Cor. 8:9). Christ gave his pre
cious blood that we might have redemption, "even 
the remission of sins." We are saved by his grace. 
This divine manifestation of his grace should strike a 
responsive cord in the heart of all and lead us into a 
proper appreciation of his holy Word. We enjoy 
many blessings by the grace of God. "Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom can be no 
variation, neither shadow that is cast by turning" 
Oames 1:17). 

The gospel of the grace of God is for all people. 
In the commission given by Christ to the apostles he 
said: "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gos
pel to the whole creation." Again: "For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. For God sent not the Son into the 
world to judge the world; but that the world should 
be saved through him" (John 3: 16-17). Here we see 
that the love of God is extended to the world. John 
says, "and he is the propitiation for our sins; and not 
for ours only, but also for the whole world" (1 John 
2:2). The writer of Hebrews makes it plain that 

Christ tasted death for all men. "But we behold him 
who hath been made a little lower than the angels, 
even Jesus, because of the suffering of death 
crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of 
God he should taste of death for every man" (He b. 
2:9). 

Paul says, "For there is one God, one mediator 
between God and men himself man, Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself a ransom for all; the testimony to 
be borne in its own times" (1 Tim. 2:5-6). These pas
sages teach that the saving grace of God is for all 
people. 

When Are We Saved by Grace? 
There are two side to salvation - God's side of sal
vation and man's side of salvation. This is revealed 
in the apostle's language to the Ephesians. "By grace 
have ye been saved through faith" (Eph. 2:8). Paul 
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declares they were saved by grace. This gospel fact 
cannot be denied. He did not say that the Ephesians 
were saved by grace only. Their salvation by grace 
was conditional. They were saved by grace but on 
condition. 

When did grace save the Ephesians? Let us see 
the conditions with which they complied in their sal
vation. "In whom ye also, having heard the word of 
the truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom, 
having also believed, ye were sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise" (Eph. 1:13 ). They were not saved 
by grace only, for they heard the Word of truth, the 
gospel of their salvation, and believed it. In Acts 19 
Luke states that Paul came to Ephesus and found cer
tain disciples. In answer to the apostle's question, 
they said they were baptized into John's baptism. 
Paul said: "John baptized with the baptism of repen
tance, saying unto the people that they should be
lieve on him that should come after him, that is, on 
Jesus. And when they heard this, they [the Eph
esians] were baptized into the name of the Lord 
Jesus" (Acts 19:1, 5). The Ephesians were saved by 
grace when they heard, believed, and were baptized. 
This is in harmony with the commission of Christ: 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." 
One cannot be saved by grace who refuses to obey 
the Lord's commands. 

Saving grace includes what God commands us to 
do to be saved, and includes the command to be bap
tized. There are two realms - the realm of grace 
and the realm of. Satan. Where is baptism? No one 
will say that baptism is in the realm of Satan. Bap-
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tism is in the realm of grace. We are saved in the 
realm of grace. Therefore, we are saved at the point 
of baptism. There is room for baptism in salvation 
by grace. We do not minimize grace, mercy, and the 
blood of Christ when we teach people to believe, re
pent, and be baptized to be saved. 

The Christian must run with patience the race 
that is set before him to finally receive an entrance 
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord. To receive the 
crown of righteousness by grace he must be faithful. 
John, writing to the church in Ephesus, said: "To 
him that overcometh, to him will I give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God" (Rev. 
2:7). Remember, the very people saved by grace are 
admonished to overcome. 

For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing 
salvation to all men, instructing us, ro the intent 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly and righteously and godly in 
this present world; looking for, the blessed hope 
and appearing of the glory of the great God and 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who gave himself first, 
that he might redeem its from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself it people for his own posses
sion, zealous of flood works (firus 2:11-14). 
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Evidence of Pardon 
By J. Roy Vaughn 

Where there is doubt as to our safety, there 
is fear and foreboding. The knowledge 
that we are safe and right begets a feeling 

of security. This is especially true regarding our sal
vation from sin. It is important that we know of a 
certainty that we are children of God. Because of its 
importance, man has a right to expect an answer 
from God that can be understood. When a child 
does wrong, repents, and asks forgiveness, he knows 
without any doubt whether he has been forgiven by 
his father. 

Man is lost because of his sins. "And you did he 
make alive, when ye were dead through your tres
passes and sins" (Eph. 2:1). Sin is sometimes called a 
disease of the soul; but Jesus, the great Physician, 
can heal us. Sin is also sometimes represented as a 
debt; but Jesus can, and will, forgive us of all our 
debts. Man cannot save himself without the love and 
mercy of God. Some think that a man can live so 
much better than God has required; that he has a 
surplus on the credit side of the book of life. But this 
is not Bible teaching. We do not save ourselves by 
our goodness alone. Neither can simply turning over 
a new leaf save a person. 

Some men think they are saved because they have 
a good conscience. Conscience will approve or disap
prove what the mind thinks to be right or wrong. And 
a man thinks a thing or matter is right or wrong ac
cording to what he has been taught. Conscience can
not be our guide, for in many instances man has been 
taught wrong to be right. If he thinks it is right, his 
conscience will approve it. Paul had a good con
science when he made havoc of the church. He said: 
"I verily thought with myself that I ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth" 
(Acts 26:9). To the council of the Jews he said: "Breth
ren, I have lived before God in all good conscience 
until this day" (Acts 23: 1). Paul's conscience was 
good because he did what he had been taught was the 
right thing to do. Conscience always says, "Do right"; 
but in Paul's case he was doing wrong, yet with a good 
conscience, because he thought it was right to perse
cute the church of Christ. So a man may have a good 
conscience regarding his salvation and still not be 

saved. A good conscience is not Bible evidence that 
one is a Christian. 

Many people think they are Christians because 
they feel like they have been pardoned. True enough, 
a Christian should rejoice in his newborn hope of 
eternal life; but a happy feeling is no evidence that a 
man is saved. Our feelings often deceive us. Old 
Jacob's heart was broken when the boys brought 
back the coat of Joseph torn and stained with blood. 
His sons rose up to comfort him, but he would not 
be comforted (Gen. 37:35). But Joseph was not 
dead. Many years later Jacob had the joy of again 
seeing his son, Joseph. A person's emotions respond 
to the testimony he has believed. The report may be 
false, as in the case of Jacob and Joseph; but if the 
man believes it is true, he will experience a feeling as 
though it were true testimony. Furthermore, God 
has not asked us to depend upon how we feel as evi
dence we are saved. He does not ask us to feel our 
way to heaven; we are to "walk by faith." Faith 
comes by hearing the Word of God" (Acts 15:7). 
One rejoices because he knows he is a Christian; he 
does not think he is a Christian because he feels 
good. He knows he is a Christian, because God ,has 
spoken to him through the gospel. The eunuch went 
on his way rejoicing because he knew he was a c4ild 
of God, and he knew he was a Christian because he 
had obeyed the gospel (Acts 8:26, 39). 

Another man says: "I know I am a Christi3:n, be-
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cause I am conscious of it." But how can one be con
scious of forgiveness of sins without some evidence 
from God? Pardon takes place in the mind of God, not 
in the heart of the sinner. How can a sinner be con
scious of what has taken place in the mind of God 
unless God tells him? "For who among men knoweth 
the things of a man, save the spirit of the man, which 
is in him? even so the things of God none knoweth 
save the Spirit of God" (1 Cor. 2: 11). Apparently the 
man who thinks he is a Christian without any testi
mony from God, also thinks the Bible is a useless 
thing. But man does not learn of the love, mercy, and 
goodness of God without the Bible. All that we know 
of him came through revelation. God also reveals to 
us in his Word whether we are saved. 

The Lord has not left man to grope in darkness 
and doubt - to feel or dream his way to heaven. 
When a child does wrong, repents, and asks forgive
ness, he knows when he has been forgiven. A good 
father will speak to his child in such a way that his 
penitent child will know he has been pardoned. He 
has father's word for it. Now his conscience is clear, 
and he feels good, because he knows he has been for
given. Will our Father in heaven do less for us? God 
wants us to be happy, but we cannot be without the 
knowledge of pardon; so God gives us this knowl
edge in his gospel. Should a son say, after his father 
had spoken pardon to him, that he did not feel like 
he had been forgiven, he would be saying he did not 
believe his father. He would not have faith in his 
father's word. So when God tells us through his 
Word in the New Testament that he will blot out all 
our sins when we obey his gospel, and we still try to 
see a vision or expect a feeling he has never prom
ised, we but express our unbelief in God's Word. 

Mter the resurrection, Jesus charged his disciples 
to preach the gospel to every creature, saying: "He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mark 16:15-
16). The Holy Spirit through the apostle Peter an
swered the people on the day of Pentecost, saying, 
"Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 
2:38). Paul was told to "arise, and be baptized, and 
wash away thy sins, calling on his name" (Acts 
22:16). Not only do we find the Lord telling people 
exactly what to do to be saved, but we find in the 
New Testament the people were saved because they 
had obeyed the gospel. "Seeing ye have purified 
your souls in your obedience to the truth unto un-
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feigned love of the brethren, Jove one another from 
the heart fervently" (1 Pet. 1:22). Paul reminded the 
church at Rome that it was saved through obedience 
to the gospel. "But thanks be to God, that, whereas 
ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient from the 
heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye were 
delivered; and being made free from sin, ye became 
servants of righteousness" (Rom. 6: 17). To the He
brew Christians he wrote: "Though he was a Son, 
yet learned obedience by the things which he suf
fered; and having been made perfect, he became 
unto all them that obey him the author of eternal sal
vation" (Heb. 5: 8-9). So God has spoken to us in a 
way that we can understand and know without a 
doubt that we are pardoned of all sins. 

We stand secure upon the promises of God. Here 
all doubt and fear are banished forever. Like Paul, 
we can cry in triumph: "Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un
movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in 
the Lord" (1 Cor. 15 :58). 

(Originally published Feb. 29, 1940) 
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How the Holy Spirit Enlightens Men 
By Chester Estes 

Inasmuch as it is necessary for man to be enlight
ened to be saved, no subject of more impor
tance could entertain our thoughts. Of course 

some deny that enlightenment is necessary to salva-
tion. But let us hear the words of the Savior: "No 
man can come to me, except the Father which hath 
sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last 
day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be 
all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto 
me" Gohn 6:44-45). No one can be saved who is 
separated from God. No one can come to God with
out being drawn to him. No one can be drawn ex
cept as hearing and learning of the Father enlightens 
him. 

The Holy Spirit Is a Speaking Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is a speaking Spirit - he employs 
words for the purpose of communicating ideas, and 
he uses man's organs of speech that others might be 
enlightened. Hear Jesus: "But when they deliver you 
up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: ... 
For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Fa
ther which speaketh in you" (Matt. 10:19-20). Jesus 
here anticipated the time when the apostles were to 
preach the gospel in the face of persecutions that 
would inevitably come. They were assured that 
when brought before councils they would not have 
to give any thought to their defense or to refute their 
accusers, as that would be left to the Holy Spirit. 
"The Spirit of your Father speaketh in you." 

The fact that the Holy Spirit would supply words 
to the apostles, enabling them to speak, not their 
own thoughts, but the mind of God, was consoling 
to them. This was not to be the first time that God 
would control the tongues of men for the purpose of 
enlightening others. Those disciples familiar with 
the teaching of the Old Testament were assured that 
as the Holy Spirit had before spoken through men, 
so would he do again. 

Hear Luke: "Men and brethren, this scripture 
must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy 
Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concern
ing Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus" 
(Acts 1:16). When the Holy Spirit was about to 

make this information known to man, he used the 
speaking organs of David to do it. When we want to 
know what the Holy Spirit said about Judas, we have 
only to read what David wrote, for he committed to 
writing what the Holy Spirit said by him. It was also 
the custom of inspired apostles, when quoting the 
prophecies of the Old Testament, to refer to them as 
words of the Holy Spirit. When Paul had spoken to 
those at Rome who desired to hear him, it is said: 
''And when they agreed not among themselves, they 
departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well 
spake the Holy Ghost by Isaiah the prophet unto our 
fathers, saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hear
ing ye shall hear, and shall not understand" (Acts 
28:25-26). 

We can know what the Holy Spirit said through 
Isaiah by reading the prophecies of Isaiah, for that 
which the Holy Spirit spoke through him was com
mitted to writing. 

How to Know the Mind of God 
The only way we are able to know the mind of God 
to man is by hearing that which has been revealed 
through his Spirit. God used Peter to make known to 
his audience on Pentecost Day the fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies concerning God's plan to save 
men (Acts 2). 

In Acts 8 we have an account of the man who 
had been to Jerusalem to worship and was returning 
in his chariot. As he rode along in his chariot, he was 
reading a prophecy of Isaiah, but did not understand 
it. When the Spirit proposed to make the prophet's 
meaning known to this honest-hearted man, how did 
he do it? He did not reveal its meaning to the eu
nuch by ·some mysterious, secret, or better-felt
than-told way. He did not do it by making some pe
culiar impression upon the eunuch's mind. It is not a 
question of how he could have done it, but how did 
he do it? Here is the answer: "Then the Spirit said 
unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 
. .. Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the 
same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus." In 
other words, the Spirit made known to the eunuch 
the fact that the Scripture was fulfilled in the life and 
death of the Son of God. The Holy Spirit used a 
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chosen vessel, one who could speak to the eunuch 
face to face, to cause the mind of the eunuch to be 
enlightened concerning the plan of salvation, caus
ing him to say: "See, here is water; what doth hinder 
me to be baptized?" 

The Holy Spirit May Be Resisted 
The Spirit may be resisted. Since the Holy Spirit is a 
speaking spirit and has chosen words to enlighten the 
minds of men, he may be resisted. What, then, would 
seem more logical than that men may resist him by 
resisting his words? In Stephen's speech before those 
who had already rejected the teaching of the holy 
prophets and apostles, as was rehearsed by Stephen, 
they were convicted of the fact that, just as their fa
thers did, so did they. Hear Stephen: "Ye stiffnecked 
and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 
Which of the prophets have not your fathers perse
cuted? and they have slain them which shewed before 
of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been 
now the betrayers and murderers" (Acts 7:51-52). 
When a person refuses to obey the gospel, which has 
been revealed by the Holy Spirit himself, he is guilty 
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of resisting the Holy Spirit, just as those who resisted 
the inspired message of Stephen were guilty of resist
ing him. Those who resist the Holy Spirit till death 
will never be saved, since there is no second chance 
after death. Some entertain the fear that they have 
been guilty of resisting the Holy Spirit and that they 
will never be saved. As fea rful as the sin is, those who 
are guilty of rejecting the gospel may, with faith in 
their hearts, turn from their sins and obey that gospel. 
Saul was among the number who resisted the Holy 
Spirit in Acts 7. He was later forgiven of this sin, for 
he was told to "arise, and be baptized, and wash away 
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 
22: 16). It is said that he "arose, and was baptized" 
(Acts 9: 18). 

A Great Dearth 
When the Holy Spirit proposed to make known to 
the church that there would be a great dearth over 
the whole land, how did he do it? Did he in some se
cret manner, in some indescribable manner, impress 
their minds with the notion that some awful judg
ment was coming upon the world? No! We are not 
questioning the fact that he could have thus im
pressed, but how did he do it? Let us hear God's 
Word: "Now in these days there came down proph
ets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. And there stood 
up one of them named Agabus and signified by the 
Spirit that there should be a great famine over all the 
world" (Acts 11:27-28). Agabus was the organ 
through whom the Holy Spirit spoke to the minds of 
the people. 

Time of Salvation 
God has revealed through the Holy Spirit the time of 
man's salvation. Many are waiting, anxiously wait
ing, the time of salvation. This time, too, has been 
revealed, but how does he do it? Hear the apostle: 
"The Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts" (He b. 3:7 -8). Paul 
quotes from Psalm 95 and attributes it to the Holy 
Spirit. But he.ar him again: "Behold, now is the ac
cepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 
Cor. 6:2). Now is God's time to save sinners, and we 
are admonished to hear his word. Also he warns 
against hardening our hearts. It is with sadness that 
we observe so many waiting, they say, "for God's 
own good time to save them," when, if they would 
turn to the Scriptures, they could learn that the time 
is now. That which God saw good to reveal has been 
written in the Scriptures. How many are led astray 
by false doctrines as to the work of the Spirit! 



How the Spirit Reveals the Mind of God 
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en
tered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him" (1 Cor. 2:9) . 
This shows it is not in the power of man to know the 
mind of God by his own wisdom. But the question: 
How did they obtain knowledge of these things? The 
apostle answers: "God hath revealed them unto us 
by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God" (v. 10). Again: "For what 
man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of 
man which is in him? even so the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God" (v. 11). We 
know what is in the mind of man only as man's spirit 
reveals what is in his mind. We can only know the 
mind of God as the Holy Spirit reveals it. 

Hear Paul again: "For God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have 
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of us" (2 Cor. 
4:6-7) . How is the world to learn these things? 
"Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, 
but the spirit which is of God; that we might know 
the things that are freely given to us of God. Which 
things also we speak, not in the words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual" 
(1 Cor. 2:12-13). 

Let us read a few verses from Ephesians 3: 
For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ 
for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispen
sation of the grace of God which is given me to 
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you-ward: how that by revelation he made 
known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in 
few words) ... which in other ages was not made 
known unto the sons of men, as it is now re
vealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by 
the Spir it: that the Gentiles should be fellow
heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his 
promise in Christ by the gospel: ... that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is 
the fell owship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, 
who created all th ings by Jesus Christ: to the in
tent that now unto the principalities and powers 
in heavenly places, might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God (Eph. 
3: 1-10). 

It is evident that when the Holy Spirit would 
make known to men the things God hath prepared 
for those who love him and obey him, he revealed it 
to them through the apostles. If we want to learn, we 
need the writings of those whom the Spirit moved to 

speak and write. We are always safe when we con
fine ourselves to the New Testament Scriptures. 
Nothing can be right religiously when it is wrong 
scripturally. 

(This address was delivered at the Abilene Chris
tian College Lectureship, Feb. 21, 1940.) 
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Questions Answered 
By G. C. Brewer 

I Baptist querist has sent a list of questions with 
the request that they be answered. More 
than once he asks us to say whether the Bap

tists are right or wrong on the points he raises. We 
answer the questions, not because they raise an issue 
with the Baptists or with anyone else, but because 
they touch vitally upon the matter of man's salva
tion. Also, we are not at all concerned to make our 
answers in agreement with or antagonistic to any
body's doctrine, but we shall strive sincerely to give 
answers that are in harmony with God's Word. 

Here are the questions - and my answers: 

Question No. 1: 1 John 5:1 says: "Whosoever 
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God." 
The eunuch believed that Jesus is the Son of God be
fore he was baptized. Therefore, the eunuch was 
born of God before he was baptized. Some teach 
that no one is born of the Spirit before baptism, but 
the eunuch was born of God before he was baptized. 
Question: Do you deny that "whosoever believeth 
that Jesus is the Christ is born of God"? 

Answer: No we do not deny anything that the 
Bible says. We believe it all, and we believe it is per
fectly consistent with itself. We do not believe one 
passage contradicts another, and we do not take one 
passage and put upon it a construction that will 
force us to deny or dispute what another passage 
says. A man who has a creed to defend or a doctrine 
to uphold may sometimes do that, in an effort to 
make the book teach what he believes; but he who 
has no creed other than the Bible, no doctrine to de
fend, and carries no belief to the Bible, but goes 
there to find his belief, will never make that mistake. 
He will learn all that the Bible says on a question be
fore he reaches any conclusion or forms any idea. In 
our civil courts a man is not qualified to serve as a 
juror in any case if he has formed his opinion before 
he hears the evidence. Should a man be less honest 
when his own soul is on trial? 

"Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God" (1 John 5: 1). 

An inspired apostle said it, and of course it is 
true. We all believe that. 
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· "The devils also believe, and tremble" Oames 
2:19). 

An inspired apostle said that also, and of course 
it is true. We all believe that. 

"Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many 
believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they 
did not confess him" Oohn 12:42). 

An inspired apostle said that, and of course it is 
true. Are you ready for the conclusion? 

Everyone who believes is born of God. 
The devils believed. 
Therefore the devils are born of God. 

Now, if you will not take that conclusion, which 
one of the apostles are you going to contradict? Of 
course you do not want to contradict either. Then, 
where is the explanation? Obviously it is in the word 
believe. The word is used in two senses. Certainly 
the devils did not believe in the same sense that the 
man believes who is born of God. The devils be
lieved in the sense that they were convinced of a 
truth, gave mental assent to it, and trembled at its 
awful import. The man John contemplates is one 
who is convinced of a truth, gives both mental assent 
and overt obedience to it, and rejoices in its glorious 
import. He even overcomes the world by and 
through his belief of this same truth (1 John 5 :5). 

The word believe is sometimes used to designate 
one act or step in the process of becoming a Christian, 
and other necessary steps are named in connection 
with it and are said to follow it. Witness the following: 

"He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved" (Mark 16: 16). 

"Many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and 
were baptized" (Acts 18:8). 

"But when they believed Philip preaching the 
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men 
and women" (Acts 8:12). 

'~d many that believed came, and confessed, 
and showed their deeds" (Acts 19: 18). 

"And the eunuch said, See, here is water; what 
doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If 
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest" 
(Acts 8:36-37). 



Philip's answer implied: You have heard Jesus 
preached. Npw, if you believe - one step, the first 
step after hearing of Christ - you may obey his 
command to be baptized. For of course Philip had 
told the eunuch of this command; otherwise he 
would have known nothing of it. He told of it in 
preaching "Jesus." He, no doubt, told of Christ's hu
miliation and death as they were foretold in Isaiah 
53, which the eunuch was reading. But he told of the 
resurrection also, and of how Christ had sent the 
gospel to every creature. This included the eunuch. 
But in sending the gospel to all, Christ had said: "Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved" (Mark 16:15-16). It is no wonder, then, that 
the eunuch demanded baptism. Of course he wanted 
to be saved. But Christ had placed belief before bap
tism. Again, it is no wonder that Philip, therefore, 
demanded that he believe first. 

We have seen now that the word believe is used 
to designate one step in conversion in the cases 
cited. Now let us observe that it is sometimes used to 
denote the whole process of conversion - to em
brace all the steps. 

"For now is our salvation nearer than when we 
first believed" (Rom. 13: 11). 

This expression is equivalent to: "Now is our 
salvation nearer than when we first became Chris
tians, or when we were first born of God." But what 
did they do in becoming Christians? They "be
lieved." 

But what did that embrace? It embraced the whole 
process of obeying the gospel. Paul tells us how these 
very people became free from sin and became servants 
of righteousness. In this same letter (6:17) he says: 
"God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but 
ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 
which was delivered you. Being then made free from 
sin, ye became the servants of righteousness." 

But did this obedience, whereby they were made 
free from sin, include baptism? Of course. Hear Paul 
in the same chapter, speaking to the people who be
came Christians by believing: "Know ye not, that so 
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death?" (Rom. 6:3-4). 

Take another case: Paul said to the men at Ephe
sus: "Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye be
lieved?" 

Paul did not say, "Have ye received the Holy 
Ghost since ye repented?" or "since ye confessed 
Jesus," or "since ye were baptized, but "since ye be-

lieved." That one word embraced it all. Read the rest 
of the verse: 

'~d they said unto him, We have not so much 
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he 
said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized?" 
(Acts 19:2-3). 

Paul knew they had been baptized if they be
lieved. Belief includes baptism. 

Take another case: '~d Crispus, the chief ruler 
of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his 
house" (Acts 18:8). Now, that is all the writer of Acts 
reports concerning Crispus. He believed. But that 
embraces the whole process of being converted, or 
of becoming a Christian. It is not said that Crispus 
repented, but we know he did repent, for repentance 
is a necessary step in receiving remission of sins (See 
Luke 13:5; 24:47; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30). 

It is not here told that Crispus was baptized, but 
we know he was baptized, for Paul tells us that he 
baptized Crispus with his own hands. To these 
Corinthians - many of whom hearing believed, and 
were baptized (Acts 18:8)- Paul said: "I thank God 
that I baptized none ·of you, but Crispus and Gaius" 
(1 Cor. 1:14). Then when Luke tells us that Crispus 
believed, he meant for us to understand that he 
obeyed the gospel, became a Christian, was bap
tized. That is what it means to believe. 

In this sense the word believe means to accept 
Christ, obey his commands, and rely upon him for 
salvation; and this is the sense in which John uses 
the term when he says: "Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God." 

Question No. 2: "Every one that loveth is born 
of God" (1 John 4:7). Do you deny that anyone 
loves Jesus before he is baptized? 

Answer: "Every one that loveth is born of God." 
Also, every one that believeth is born of God (1 John 
4:7; 5:1). But there are degrees of both faith and 
love, and we took pains to make that clear in the an
swer to the first question. What is said there of be
lieveth may also be said of loveth. Love embraces 
obedience. "For this is the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments: and his commandments are not 
grievous" (1 John 5:3). A man loves God and is born 
of God simultaneously; for as a man begins to love, 
he begins to obey. If a man could love God before he 
obeys him, he would not know it for he does not 
even know God. '~d hereby we do know that we 
know him, if we keep his commandments" (1 John 
2:3). "But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is 
the love of God perfected" (1 John 2:5). 
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Question No.3: Jesus said: "If ye love me, keep 
my commandments." Do you believe that Jesus ever 
commanded any to keep his commandments who 
did not love him? 

Answer: The commandment is a test of love. If a 
man loved Christ before he received his comnland
ment, he would have no way of showing his love, or 
even of assuring himself. "Hereby we do know that 
we know him, if we keep his commandments." "For 
this is the love of God, that we keep his command
ments." "Let us not love in word, neither in tongue; 
but in deed and in truth. And hereby we know that 
we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts be
fore him" (1 John 3:18-19). Of course a man has 
some love for Christ before he obeys him, or else he 
would give no heed to the commandment, but his 
love is not "perfected" except in keeping Christ's 
Word (1 John 2:5). Do you think, beloved, that a 
man who has an imperfect love is born of God? 

Question No.4: Did Jesus command people to 
believe, to repent, and to be baptized? 

Answer: Yes. 
Question No.5: Can anyone, who has not been 

born of God, and does not love God, obey his com
mand to believe, repent, and be baptized? 

Answer: One who does not love Christ will not 
obey him in these things. One who does love him 
will. Jesus said, "If a man love me, he will keep my 
words" ijohn 14:23). But you try to draw a conclu
sion here that is incorrect. You tried to surround me 
completely, but there is a wide opening. But for fear 
you think I have covered up your reasoning, so the 
readers will not see its full force, I will restate the 
points from which you drew the conclusion. 

"Every one that loveth is born of God." 
Only those who love will keep the command

ments Oohn 15:23). 
To believe, to repent, and to be baptized are 

Christ's commandments. 
Therefore, only those who are born of God 

can believe, repent, and be baptized. 
And so you think a man is born of God before he 

even believes! But Jesus says that a man who believes 
not "shall be damned" (Mark 16:16), "is condemned 
already" Uohn 3:18), and that "the wrath of God 
abideth on him" Uohn 3:36). Do you believe that 
one who is born of God is abiding under the wrath 
of God? But he most certainly is if he is born of God 
before he believes, and he will continue under that 
wrath until he obeys the command to believe. And 
the same principle gets the other commands also. 

"Every one that loveth is born of God," because 
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he has proved his love; his love has been perfected 
by obeying Christ. All this was made plain in the 
preceding answers. 

Question No. 6: The Bible says examine your
selves of what spirit you are led. By what spirit is one 
led to repent and be baptized - by the Spirit of God 
(the Holy Spirit), or by the·evil spirit, which is the 
devil? 

Answer: The commands to repent and be bap
tized are in the Bible. What spirit wrote the Bible? 
What spirit gave Peter utterance on the day of Pente
cost? The Holy Spirit, of course. When a man does 
what the Bible authorizes, he is always following the 
Holy Spirit; but when he depends on dreams, feel
ings, nightmares, Ouija boards, etc., he is likely to 
follow a variety of spirits. 

Question No. 7: The Bible says: ''As many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." 
Therefore, if one is led by the Holy Spirit to believe 
and ~o be baptized, is he not a son of God before he 
is baptized? 

Answer: Why did you not say, "before he be
lieves"? One is led by the Spirit to believe as much as 
one is to be baptized. But you are wrong again, be
loved. The Bible does not say that one is a son of 
God before one is led by the Spirit, or if one refuses 
to be led by the Spirit, but those who are led by the 
Spirit are the sons of God, because in being led by 
the Spirit they become sons of God and continue in 
God's favor. You could not say that a man is led by 
the Spirit of God when he had never taken a step to
ward God. 

Question No.8: Will all for whom Jesus died be 
saved in heaven? 

Answer: No, not unless you want to accept the 
doctrine of universal salvation, for Christ died for all 
men. Paul says Jesus tasted death for every man 
(Heb. 2:9), and John says he is the propitiation for 
the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:1-3). 

Question No. 9: Did Jesus die to give Adam's en
tire race a chance to be saved? 

Answer: Jesus died to take away the curse that 
came as a consequence of Adam's sin. The curse 
came upon all, and so also did the "free gift" or rec
onciliation. "For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive" (1 Cor. 15 :22). One all is just 
as wide as the other. "So then as through one tres
pass the judgment came unto all men to condemna
tion; even so through one act of righteousness the 
free gift came unto all men to justification of life" 
(Rom. 5:18). If this language does not include 



Adam's entire race, how would you find words that 
would include the entire race? Through Adam, 
physical death passed upon all men, but through 
Christ the resurrection comes to all (Rom. 5: 12; 1 
Cor. 15:20-23). But our own personal relation to 
Christ determines the condition in which we live af
ter the resurrection. "All that are in the graves shall 
... come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation" Gohn 5 :28-29). 

Question No. 10: Can all of Adam's race have a 
chance to be saved unless the gospel is preached to 
them? 

Answer: No, but God has commanded that the 
gospel be preached to all the nations - to every 
creature in all the world. The last thing Jesus said to 
his disciples before he left them for his throne at the 
Father's right hand was: "Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that be
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that be
lieveth not shall be damned" (Mark 16:15-16). 
Damned unless they believed; cannot believe unless 
they hear (Rom. 10:10-12). Cannot hear without a 
preacher, and cannot preach unless he is sent (Rom. 
10:12-17). This is exacdy what the Book says at the 
places cited, but Baptists do not believe that if they 
"believe not" they will be damned; therefore, they 
believe not these Scriptures. Better be careful about 
disputing the statements of Christ. 

Question No. 11: Did Jesus die to give every
body an equal chance to be saved? 

Answer: All men share equally in Christ's death. 
The efficacy of the blood is not limited. Neither is 
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the gospel restricted. It was sent to all. Read again 
the passages cited in the preceding answers. 

Question No. 12: Do people in Asia and Africa, 
where there are no preachers, have as much chance 
to be saved as people where there are preachers? If 
not, did Jesus die to give all an equal chance to be 
saved? 

Answer: To the first question, No; to the second, 
Yes. The people in Asia and Africa are as certainly 
included in the atonement as are the people of the 
United States. The Great Commission embraces 
them. If their opportunities are not equal to ours, it 
is not the fault of either the provisions or the terms 
of the gospel. God's sun, the great king of day, shines 
with equal impartiality upon all of Texas, but the 
people of some parts of the State do not have equal 
chance with the people of the other parts for making 
crops; but it is not the fault of the sun. It may be that 
the land is not as good or the bollworm is worse or 
that the mosquitoes abound and malaria runs riot. 
But still the sun is shining for all. 

Question No. 13: If Jesus died to give all an 
equal chance to be saved, have all an equal chance to 
be lost? 

Answer: All who are responsible; all to whom 
choice is given have an equal chance either to be 
saved or lost. There could be no choice unless there 
is something to choose between. 

Question No. 14: Do infants that die have a 
chance to be lost? 

Answer: No. Infants that die in infancy have no 
chance to be lost. They never had any choice, any 
power of volition. Moreover, people are lost because 
of personal guilt, because of their own sins (See 
Ezek. 18:20-24; John 5:28-29). Babies have no sins, 
no guilt. 

Question No. 15: Do you believe that God lets 
some infants die and go to heaven, with no chance to 
be lost, and lets other infants live to be men and 
women, and have a chance to be lost? 

Answer: Exactly. Choice is a gift that life be
stows upon us. Those who are given life on the earth 
must take its sorrows as well as its blessings. Life is 
inestimable in its worth and momentous in its possi
bilities. To say that it is unjust to let a person live be
cause of the possibility of making a failure of life and 
of reaching life's purpose- immortal glory- is to 
undervalue life and to fail to appreciate what God 
has done to prevent that very failure. Damnation is 
not a necessity. No man is forced to be lost. Talking 
about justice, now let us look a little further. Baptists 
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have always had trouble getting infants by their 
"eternal decrees" doctrine, their election and repro
bation theory. They used to teach that non-elect in
fants dying in infancy went to hell forever, but now 
they cannot all swallow that doctrine, and, there
fore, they have changed the unchangeable decrees. 
They think now that it would be unjust to send an 
infant to hell; hence, they say that God never allows 
a non-elect infant to die. Only the elect can die in in
fancy. But what is the difference in damning an irre
sponsible infant and damning an irresponsible 
grown man? According to the theory, the man is not 
lost because of his sins, but because of an arbitrary 
decree - because he was not of the elect. What is 
the difference in dying in infancy and being lost, and 
growing up and being lost? Does life on earth for 
threescore and ten years recompense for being rep
robated? If so, why should not all persons who grow 
up and grow old be reprobated? Furthermore, if 
some of the elect die in infancy and some grow up, 
which class gets the advantage? If either gets the ad
vantage, is not the other treated unfairly? Our 
querist plunged himself into a pretty predicament on 
this question. If he did not have God arranging the 
time of each individual's death and deciding who 
shall and who shall not die in infancy, he would not 
be in this dilemma. Our idea is that those who die in 
infancy lose the joys and sorrows, the responsibili
ties, the pleasures, and the possibilities of this life; 
but they have not sinned, and nothing but sin damns 
the soul. In fact, we do not believe God ever in
tended for a baby to die. It is not nature's way, we 
know, for the natural course would be for the baby 
to live and grow; hence, if it dies, nature's laws and 
promises fail of fulfillment. Some law, somehow, by 
somebody, was not observed; or because of some 
hindrance some law could not operate, and death 
ensues. When a thing is contrary to nature's laws, 
how much does it lack of being against God's laws? 

Question No. 16: Baptists believe that Jesus died 
for the elect only, and you teach that Jesus died to 
give all a chance to be saved if they will obey the 
gospel. Have I proved that the chance theory is not 
correct? 

Answer: "For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have eternal life" 
Uohn 3:16). "Though he were a Son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suffered; and be
ing made perfect, he became the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey him" (Heb. 5 :8-9). 
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"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (Mark 16:15-16). God is "not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repen
tance" (2 Pet. 3:9). "The grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men" (Titus 2: 11). 
"And whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely" (Rev. 22: 17). 

Question No. 17: Peter says (1 Pet. 3:21) that 
baptism saves us in a figure. Do you believe that bap
tism saves us in a figure? 

Answer: No; I believe just what Peter says, but 
he does not say that baptism saves us in a figure. He 
says baptism is a figure or anti-type or likeness of 
Noah's salvation. Read the passage again: "The like 
figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save 
us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21). The 
Revised Version reads, "Which also after a true like
ness doth now save you, even baptism," etc., and the 
margin gives "anti-type" for the word figure or "like
ness." Noah's salvation by the waters of the flood, 
which bore up the ark and enabled it to float until 
the waters subsided is a type of our salvation 
through baptism; hence, baptism is called the "anti
type." The way in which baptism saves us will be 
shown in the next answers. 

Question No. 18: Can anyone be saved without 
water baptism? 

Answer: That depends on whether or not the 
person is a subject for baptism. All infants are saved 
without baptism. Following the example of Jesus, I 
will answer by asking you a question: Can a person 
who rebels against a command of Christ be saved? 
Will Christ save a rebel? Does not one have to sur
render to Christ completely before one can be 
saved? Has one surrendered when one refuses to 
obey Christ? Jesus said: "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved." (Mark 16:15). "But the 
Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves, being not baptized of him" (Luke 
7:30). "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 

Question No. 19: Does baptism in water remit 
our sins, or does the blood of Jesus remit our sins, 
and baptism in water only remits them in a figure? 

Answer: Baptism does not remit our sins in any 



sense, either figurative or literal. Nor does the blood 
of Jesus remit sins. It washes away our sins, and so 
also does baptism. But to remit our sins is the pre
rogative of Jehovah. The cleansing efficacy is in the 
blood of Christ, and it alone. Nothing else can wash 
away our sins in that sense. But we can come into 
this cleansing power when we obey Christ, and not 
before. When we are baptized, having already be
lieved and repented, we complete our surrender, our 
obedience to the initiatory commands; hence, we re
ceive the remission of sins; also enter into Christ 
(See Rom. 6:3-4; Gal 3:26-27). The penitent, pray
ing Saul was told to "arise, and be baptized, and 
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" 
(Acts 22:16). Of course, baptism, or the water, does 
not literally wash away sins, any more than the wa
ter of Jordan washed Naaman's leprosy away, but 
Naaman could not be healed until he dipped seven 
times as the prophet commanded, and we cannot be 
saved until we obey our prophet, Christ. 

Question No. 20: Has anyone a spiritual mind 
before he is born of the Spirit? 

Answer: A man has a spirit, or soul, before he is 
born of the Spirit, and his spirit and his flesh areal
ways at war (See Gal. 5: 17). When a man lives in sin, 
he follows the desires of the flesh and seeks their 
gratification; but when he turns unto God, he fol
lows the prompting of the "inner man" and seeks his 
satisfaction and salvation. For fuller explanation of 
the spiritual mind see the next answer. 

Question No. 21: Can one obey the gospc;l tore
pent and be baptized with the carnal mind, when the 
Bible says, "The carnal mind is enmity against God: 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be"? 

Answer: No, one cannot obey God with the car
nal mind, nor would a carnally-minded man want to 
obey God. But what is the carnal mind? The word 
carnal means flesh; hence, to be carnally-minded 
means to be fleshly-minded, or to mind the things of 
the flesh. That is exactly the way the Revised Version 
reads: "For they that are a'fter the flesh mind the 
things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit. For the mind of the flesh is 
death; but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace: 
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because the mind of the flesh is enmity against God; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can it be" (Rom. 8:5-7). This is so plain that it seems 
a waste of space to add comment. The flesh is at en
mity against God, wars or lusts against the spirit, 
must be buffeted and put to death before one can 
live for Christ or be saved (Rom. 8 :4-12; 1 Cor. 
9:25-27; Col. 3:3-6). Paul, therefore, exhorts these 
Romans not to live after the flesh. But with Baptists 
the man who has a carnal mind is an unregenerated 
man, and the man with a spiritual mind is a regener
ated man. But it must he remembered that Paul was 
talking to regenerated persons here in Romans 8. 
They were dead to sin, free from sin, servants of 
righteousness (Rom. 6). Yet Paul warned them not to 
be carnally-minded, but to mind the things of the 
Spirit. The conclusion he draws from the paragraph 
from which we quote above, and to which the 
querist alludes, is found in verses 12 and 13: "So 
then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 
live after the flesh: for if ye live after the flesh, ye 
must die; but if by the Spirit ye put to death the 
deeds of the body, ye shall live" (Rom. 8:12-13). To 
the children of God at Corinth, persons who were 
regenerated, washed, and sanctified (1 Cor. 4:15; 
6: 11), Paul said: ''And I, brethren, could not speak 
unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, as 
unto babes in Christ. I fed you with milk, not with 
meat; for ye were not yet able to bear it: nay, not 
even now are ye able; for ye are yet carnal: for 
whereas there is among you jealousy and strife, are 
ye not carnal, and do ye not walk after the manner 
of men?" (1 Cor. 3:1-3). This makes it perfectly 
clear that to walk after the manner of men, to fulfill 
the desires of the flesh, is to be carnally-minded, and 
a Christian may even be thus minded. 

Question No. 22: Baptists believe that we must 
be born of the Spirit and have a spiritual mind be
fore we can repent and obey the gospel. Also Bap
tists believe that no one can obey the gospel with his 
carnal mind, for the carnal mind is enmity against 
God, is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be. Do you believe that Baptists are right? 

Answer: Of course one cannot obey the gospel 
with the carnal mind, but the Baptists think a regen
erated man cannot have a carnal mind, and an 
unregenerated man cannot have anything else. They 
are wrong. Men must obey the gospel to be saved 
(See Heb. 5:7-9; 2 Thess. 1:7-10; 1 Pet. 4:16-17). 
But if they were already born of the Spirit, they 
would be in a saved state and need no such obedi-
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ence. The gospel is not addressed to the carnal man. 
If it were, it would appeal to the passions of his 
flesh. It is addressed to the spirit man- man's spirit 
nature; and when a man obeys the gospel, it is the 
spiritual man responding while the fleshly man pro
tests, and tries to interfere. 

Question No. 23: If some one that believes that 
Jesus is the Christ came to join your church, would 
he be in danger of losing his soul eternally if baptism 
was deferred a few days? 

Answer: If a man undertook to join my church, 
he would probably be in danger of being sent to the 
insane asylum. The Lord never authorized any man 
to join my church any more than he authorized men 
to join the Baptist Church. You have a misconcep
tion of the church. But to answer the question, if 
one who believes that Jesus is the Christ, whether 
made a believer by my preaching, or whether con
vinced by me that he should obey Christ, should ex
press a desire to be baptized by me, I would advise 
him not to defer the matter; and if he did defer his 
obedience, he would do so on his own responsibility. 
If he should die before being baptized, the Lord 
would deal justly with him. He would understand 
the man's motive in delay. In the New Testament be
lievers did not defer baptism. They were baptized 
the same day (Acts 2:38-41), by the roadside (Acts 
8:36-40), the same hour of the night (Acts 16:15, 
33), in fact, there is not a case on record in the New 
Testament where a man wanted to be saved that he 
and the preacher parted before he was baptized -
not one. 

Question No. 24: What do you understand the 
Scripture to mean where Jesus says, "He that belie
veth and is baptized shall be saved"? 

Answer: My understanding of the passage is re
markable. A man who has not been so fortunate as I 
in educational advantages, or one less astute, or one 
who is not my equal in mental grasp or profundity of 
thought, will hardly be able to appreciate my exege
sis. Nevertheless, I will condescend to give it to our 
readers! I understand that statement of our Lord to 
mean that "he that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved." 

Question No. 25: Does believing on Jesus and 
being baptized in water cause the unregenerated per
son to he born of the Spirit? 

Answer: When a person believes on Christ with 
all his heart, this faith having been produced by the 
Holy Spirit through the Word, and obeys,the com
mand to be baptized, which is also commanded of 
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' the Holy Spirit, he is being led by the Spirit; and 
when he has thus completed his obedience to the in
structions of the Holy Spirit, he is born of the Spirit. 
He has died to sin, having been convinced by the 
Holy Spirit through the gospel; has been buried with 
Christ, directed in this by the Holy Spirit; he has 
risen with Christ and receives the promise made by 
the Holy Spirit. This is exactly what the Holy Spirit 
says. Why try to put the Spirit in a dilemma? Is that 
evidence that you have been born of the Spirit? Also, 
does it prove· that you are one of the elect to dispute 
the Word of God? 

Question No. 26: Does believing on Jesus and 
being baptized in water prove that the one that be
lieves and is baptized was born of the Spirit before 
he believes and was baptized? 

Answer: When a man turns unto Christ and 
complies with the conditions of pardon, it proves 
that he has been convinced of sin and is seeking the 
salvation the Lord has promised upon these terms. 
He would not seek salvation unless he realized that 
he was lost. He would not seek pardon unless he felt 
his guilt. He is convicted, or awakened, to this sense 
of guilt by the Holy Spirit through the gospel. When 
thus "pricked" in his heart, he is ready to hear the 
command of the Holy Spirit to believe and be bap
tized ..• for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:36-38). If a 
man is already born of the Spirit, already pardoned 
- has no sins - why would the Spirit tell him to do 
something to receive the pardon of sins? Is a man 
still in a state of damnation after he is born of the 
Spirit? 

Question No. 27: Why do all sin as soon as they 
are old enough to sin? 

Answer: Because in the flesh dwelleth no good 
thing (Rom. 7:25). The flesh wars against the spirit 
and the spirit wars against the flesh (Gal. 5:17). Man 
begins indulging the passions of his flesh as soon as 
these passions are felt. The extent to which his flesh 
leads him .depends upon what rein has been given it; 
depends upon how much his better nature- his 
spirit man - has been trained and heeded. A child 
that is carefully trained - taught self-control, the 
will of God, the beauties of holiness, etc. - may 
never be guilty of the grossest and most flagrant sins. 

Question No. 28: Do all that live to be old 
enough to sin have a chance to be lost if they will not 
obey the gospel ? 

Answer: Yes, if they are responsible. 
Question No. 29: Do any that die in infancy 

have a chance to be lost? 



Answer: No. 
Question No. 30: If God takes some in infancy 

when they have no chance to be lost, and lets others 
live and have a chance to be lost, is God a respecter 
of persons? 

Answer: No. To be a respecter of persons God 
would have to take two persons who are on equal 
footing - of equal age, of equal character, of equal 
hopes, and equal need of his mercy -and arbi
trarily show mercy to one and save him and reject 
the other, just as Baptists say he does. An infant has 
no sins and will receive no punishment. Moreover, 
who said that God "takes" infants by death? When a 
wicked mother murders her babe, either born or un
born, is God responsible? Did he ordain it? 

Question No. 31: Do you find fault with Baptists 
for teaching that Jesus died for the elect only, giving 
the non-elect no chance to be saved, saying that God 
is a respecter of persons? 

Answer: Yes, Baptist doctrine makes God a re
specter of person, and there is no way either to ex
plain it or to justify it. 

Question No. 32: Is the Holy Spirit and the writ
ten Word the same? 

Answer: No, indeed. No more than a letter from 
my mother is my mother. 

Question No. 33: Jesus said: "The words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." 
Do you teach that the written Word, the New Testa
ment, when preached to the unregenerate, has 
power to give spiritual life to unregenerated people, 
dead in trespasses and sins, independent of the Holy 
Spirit? 

Answer: No, indeed; I do not teach that the 
written or preached Word can give life independent 
of the Holy Spirit; nor do any of my brethren preach 
that. Nothing can quicken or give life to the sinner 
except the Holy Spirit, but because the Spirit does 
this through the Word or the gospel it is sometimes 
said that the Word does it. "For thy word hath 
quickened me" (Psa. 119:50). We are begotten by 
the Word (See James 1:18; 1 Cor. 4:15). We are 
born by the Word (1 Pet. 1:23). The gospel is God's 
power to save (Rom. 1:16). "For the word of God is 
living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and 
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to dis
cern the thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb. 
4: 12). But in the face of all this, Baptists say that the 
gospel has no power at all and that the Word is dead 
and passive and duller than a scab barber's razor, 

and that the Holy Spirit operates without the Word, 
independent of the gospel. Better abandon your 
theories and believe the Book. 

Question No. 34: Is eternal salvation conditional 
unconditional? 

Answer: "And being made perfect, he became 
the author of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him" (Heb 5:9). "For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast
ing life" ijohn 3:16). 

Question, No. 35: If conditional, what are the 
conditions? 

Answer: To the alien sinner the conditions are: 
1. Faith (Mark 16:16; John 3:16; Acts 16:31 

Heb. 11:6-7). 
2. Repentance (Luke 13:5; 24:46-47; Acts 2:38; 

3:19; 17:30). 1 

3. Confession (Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9-10; Phil. 
2:9-11). 

4. Baptism (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:16; Luke 
7:30; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27; 1 
Pet. 3:20-21). 

To the child of God the condition is: Continue in 
the faith (Col. 1:23; Heb. 3:12-13; Rev. 2:10). 

Question No. 36: What is the difference between 
the faith of devils and unregenerated person and the 
faith spoken of in 1 John 5:1, 18? 

Answer: This was explained in the beginning of 
these answers. Demons, and such human beings as 
are mentioned in John 12:42, believe in the sense 
that they feel the force of the fact, give mental assent 
to it, and tremble at its awful import. The person 
who believes in the sense of 1 John 5:1 believes the 
truth of the testimony- believes the fact that Jesus 
is the Christ and surrenders to him, obeys his will 
and enthrones him in his heart as Lord of his life. To 
illustrate: My neighbor, who is a Catholic, believes 
that Pope Pius XII is head of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and that he exercises all the authority of a 
pope. I believe the same thing, but there is a vast dif
ference in our attitude toward him. My ·neighbor ac
knowledges him as his ecclesiastical father and sub
mits to his authority. I do not. My attitude to the 
pope is the attitude of the sinner, who believes, but 
will not repent toward Christ. 

This is all of the questions. If any of our answers 
seemed harsh, we are sorry, and we assure you that 
we did not intend to be harsh. May the Lord over
rule our efforts to his glory. Amen. 
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Potpourri ••. 

' 

he ever-observant Earl Davis of Illinois has 
sent another bundle of clippings from the 
Chicago Tribune. This information helps us 

keep up with the times ... and ought to supply 
preachers with sermon ideas, that is, help identify 
areas that need to be examined in the light of the 
scriptures. Thanks, Earl, and here goes ... 

India 
$Hinduism claims to be tolerant, diverse, and 

open. Professing Christians are a distinct minority -
about 2.3% of the total population. In Ahwa, a town 
in western India there has been a rash of violence. 
Twenty church buildings have been damaged (some 
destroyed), missionaries have been assaulted, and 
Bible have been burned. Hindu nationalists accuse 
missionaries of paying Hindus to convert, breaking 
laws against 'forcible conversion'" (Chicago Tribune, 
Jan. 19). 

New book on the Restoration 

Return 
to the Old Paths 

By V. Glenn McCoy 

This book Is an easy-to-read history of the Restoration 
Movement. It contains chapters on the Great Apostasy, 
the Reformation, Early America, Barton W. Stone, 
Thomas Campbell, Alexander Campbell, Raccoon 
John Smith, Walter Scott, the Missionary Society, 
Instrumental Music in Worship, Jacob Creath Sr .• 
John T. Johnson, Aylette Rains, Thomas Allen, Philip 
S. Fall, Jacob Creath Jr., John Allen Gano, Tolbert 
Fanning, Benjamin Franklin, Moses E. Lard, J. W. 
McGarvey, David Lipscomb, Alfred Ell more, T. B. 
Larimore, and James A. Harding. 

359 pages - hardback 
$7.00 plus $2.58 shipping and handling 

Send check or money order to 
V. Glenn McCoy 

22470 Mission Hills Lane 
Yorba Linda, CA 92887 

DiHerenl Strokes for DiHerenl folies 
0 John Kass, a Chicago Tribune reporter, says 

that Senator John Kerry (Mass.), who voted tore
move a federal judge for perjury, was interviewed on 
Meet the Press. He was asked: "If Clinton were a fed
eral judge, would you vote to remove him from the 
bench?" Senator Kerry is a staunch supporter of 
President Clinton. 

His answer: "Those are the kinds of hypothetical 
questions that get you in a bad place. And I'm not 
trying to avoid the question. It's not a question of 
having a lower standard [for the president]. It is a 
question of having a different standard." 

Kass concluded his column with the comment, 
'~d years from now, we'll pay for it. You know 
that, don't you know?" (Jan. 18). 

Bora in a Barn 
$Reporter Douglas W. Kmiec (Chicago Tribune, 

Jan. 25) quotes John Courtney Murray, theologian 
and philosopher as saying, "The barbarian is at the 
gates of the city ... the barbarian, of course, need not 
be carrying a cudgel or assault rifle. He may wear a 
Brooks Brother's suit and carry a ball-point pen [or] 
lurk beneath academic gowns, undermining rational 
standards of judgment to corrupt the inherited intui
tive wisdom of which the people have always lived. 
He reduces all spiritual and moral questions to the 
test of practical results or to an analysis of language 
or to decision in terms of individual subjective feel
ing." 

See, we told you so. 

Sudan 
OA human-rights group bought the freedom of 

1,050 slaves, mostly children, in Sudan this past 
January. "Interviews with redeemed slaves reveal a 
consistent pattern of physical and psychological tor
ture, such as throat slitting, death threats, female 
genital mutilation, forced conversions to Islam, beat
ings and lashings, and unpaid labor" (Chicago Tri
bune, Jan. 29). 

Gay? 
$Synonyms for the word "gay," in a current dic

tionary, are: lez (derog), faggy (derog), faggoty 
(derog), queer (derog). It seems most synonyms for 



"gay" nowadays are derogatory. People, anymore, 
do not want to be called "gay." 

The Chicago Tribune Uan. 29) reports, "It's the 
wedding of the year for U.S. Protestantism, a service 
of union to bless a lesbian couple, jointly performed 
by a phalanx of 84 United Methodist ministers." 

"The pair, the clergy, and the 1,000 invited 
guests intended to dramatize defiance of a Methodist 
law against same-sex relations. The Sacramento 
United Methodist preachers declared: We believe we 
are acting in the way in which Jesus Christ would 
act" (Chicago Tribune, Jan. 15). 

The ceremony is described as follows: "I promise 
to love you the rest of my life," a tearful Ellie 
Charlton, 63, told Jeanne Barnett, 68. Behind them 
on the stage, the Methodist preachers chanted in 
unison, "0 God, our maker, we gladly proclaim to 
the world that Jeanne and Ellie are loving partners 
together for life" (Chicago Tribune, Jan. 17). 

On Jan. 29 the Chicago Tribune reported that 
David M. Holmes, a longtime gay-rights advocate 
from Council Bluffs, Iowa, is the first to be charged 
after the ceremony in Sacramento. The charges were 
filed with Bishop Charles Jordan of Des Monies and 
could result in defrocking Holmes. 

End of story - not yet! 

Defrocked 
0 Fifteen Catholics have petitioned Bishop John 

Cummins to defrock a Pleasanton, Calif., priest for 
allowing gay marriages. The targeted priest, Dan 
Danielson, said he did not conduct the ceremonies 
himself. "It was nothing resembling a marriage. 
There was no exchange of vows or rings" (Chicago 
Tribune, Jan. 29). 

No 1-mail 
OThe Mormon Church says missionaries may 

not use e-mail and faxes to communicate with fami
lies and friends back home. 

Sounding Brass 
and Clanging Cymbals 

(Music in Restoration History) 

J. E. Choate and William Woodson 

$18.95 
plus $3.50 shipping and handling 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

The church has always controlled communica
tion with their families in an effort to keep mission
aries, usually young adults, focused on their work. 
They are allowed to phone home only on Christmas 
and Mother's Day and are not to write more than 
once a week (Chicago Tribune, Jan. 29). 

laster 
OA group of churches led by the Church of En

gland compare Jesus with Marxist revolutionary 
Che Guevara. An Easter poster depicts the leader of 
Cuba's 1959 Communists revolution, his beret re
placed with a crown of thorns, as "Meek and Mild." 
The campaign was intended to show Jesus as a revo
lutionary. 

"I support the view that we should produce 
striking images of our Lord," said Julian Brazier, a 
Conservative Party politician. "But portraying Christ 
as a Communist revolutionist is verging on the blas
phemous." 

Abortion 
$Chicago - Picture this: On Monday, some

where in Chicago, a 17-year-old girl aborted her 2-
month-old fetus. It was safe. It was legal. And, ac
cording to the law of the land, it wasn't murder. 

Also on Monday, on Chicago's North Side, a 17-
year-old boy is accused of crashing into a truck and 
veering into a woman waiting for a bus. The impact 
killed the 2 7 -year-old Gabreia Serban and her 2-
month-old fetus. According to the law of the land, 
the 17 -year-old driver is charged with two counts of 
reckless homicide. 

What's the difference here? How can life in the 
first case legally be ended, while life in the second is 
considered a homicide? The answer is simple. One 
baby was wanted, the other wasn't. 

According to this comparison, mothers can le
gally abort because the life of the unwanted fetus 
isn't really a life. If only becomes a life when they 
have a baby shower, start painting the bedroom, and 
buy fuzzy, brown bears. Until then, according to the 
Supreme Court, life is a matter opinion (Chicago Tri
bune, Jan. 31). 

Bones 
0 Burglars took sacred bone fragments of five 

saints from the Jrd and 4th centuries from the St. 
Katherine Greek Orthodox Church building in 
Chandler, Ariz. A Massachusetts church is donating 
sacred relics to replace those stolen. The "new" rel
ics are believed to include bone fragments of St. 

~fr~1 Found!~!: 25 



Gerasimos and St. Arsenios and a piece of the casket 
in which St. Arsenios was placed 77 years ago. 

Greek Orthodox followers believe ancient me
mentos and physical remnants of saints are the 
sources of healing and serve to bless premises and 
answer prayers. 

Well - do tell - guess they never heard of doc
tors and hospitals and prayer to the Father through 
the son, or even aspirin. 

frufll 
OGene Edward Veith (World magazine, Oct. 3, 

1998) wrote, "[W]ords are incapable of communi
cating any kind of objective truth. In practice, this 
'deconstruction' of language means that such texts as 
the constitution and the Bible do not have fixed 
meanings, but are open to unlimited interpretation." 

Veith is discussing postmodernism and its 
handmaid deconstructionism. This means, of course, 
there is no such thing as lying, and, conversely, there 
is no such thing as truth. We are made free by truth 
Oohn 8:32). If there is no truth, there is no freedom. 

"Oh, what a tangled web we weave when first 
we ... " 

Veith also says, "Some Christians are agonizing 
about how to reach postmodern relativists. We're 
told that people today can't stomach doctrine, par
ticularly hard, negative doctrines about sin and judg
ment. They want a tolerant God and tolerant 
churches, with no demanding content. Sometimes 
we're told·that the way to reach postmodern relativ
ists is for the church to become relative itself. But 
that will not work. The church must reach them by 
first helping them face reality. This is not hard, since 
reality always intrudes itself. Postmodernists, when 
caught in their own devices of facing real-life prob
lems or driven to the point of despair, can become 
honest with themselves. They need to face the devas
tating truth of God's law. Then they can be intro-

Class study book for teen-aged young ladies 

by Vessa Harper 

$6.50 for each copy 
plus $2.75 shipping and handling for one copy 
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duced to the truth of the gospel, the grace and for
giveness that comes from the work of Christ." 

We can be sure that whether in this world or the 
next, truth will out. 

Plaia laoug6 
OThe 2,500-member Evangelical Theological 

Society issued a statement that includes the words, 
"Scripture clearly teaches that homosexual conduct 
is always an abomination in the sight of God for all 
human beings, both men and women, in all circum
stances, without exception" (World, Jan. 2, 1999). 
The ETS members are professors of Bible and theol
ogy from every evangelical denomination, college, 
and seminary in the United States. 

Sigas of the fimes 
OColumnist Walter Shapiro thinks he knows a 

way out of the Larry Flyntization of America: An 
amnesty day for adulterous politicians who 'fess up 
- on the opening day of each new Congress. 

Calif. D.A. 
OUkiah, Calif. (Reuters) - An ex-convict has 

been elected the District Attorney of northern 
California's Mendocino County, becoming the top 
law enforcement official in a region famous for its 
hefty marijuana crop. Norman Vroman, a lawyer 
who served nine months in federal prisons, said, 
"I'm very gratified in the trust and confidence the 
voters have given me." He campaigned as a pro
marijuana "tax rebel." 

Well ••• OK 
ORome (Reuters)- Workaholic men take heart 

and neglected women take note. An Italian court has 
ruled that a wife has no justification to cheat on her 
husband simply because he is always at the office." 
This was the essence of sentence number 10,997 is
sued by the Court of Cassation, Italy's highest court. 
Annamaria Stakhanov claimed that her husband was 
always at work and that justified her affair with an 
Italian air fotce official. By the way, Annamaria was 
not eligible for separation alimony because she, in the 
court's view, had caused the marriage to collapse. 

Culture Watc6 
OOnMar. 5,1995, teenagers, Sarah Edmondson 

and Ben Darrus, spent the night together in a 
Tahlequah, OK., cabin watching movies and consum
ing LSD tabs. Actually, they watched only one movie 
that night, over and over again: Natural Born Killers, 
Oliver Stone's 1994 film about two serial murderers, 
Mickey and Mallory, who become celebrities. 



Early the next morning, they hit the road with a 
loaded .3 8 revolver. As they cruised the highway, ac
cording to Sarah, Ben began to talk about recreating 
scenes from the film by randomly killing people, just 
like the characters Mickey and Mallory. A few days 
later, on the afternoon of March 7, near Hernando, 
Mississippi, the two pulled up to a cotton mill. Ben 
entered the office and shot Bill Savage twice in the 
head at point-blank range. He took some money, 
jumped in the car, and they headed back down the 
highway. As Sarah tells it, the killing animated Ben: 
"It was as if he was. fantasizing from the movie," she 
later told police. 

The next day, around midnight, the two pulled 
off Interstate 55 and into the parking loft of a Time 
Saver store in Ponchatoula, Louisiana. This time it 
was Sarah who got out, entered the store with gun in 
hand, and shot the store cashier Patsy Byers. At first 
Sarah ran from the store frightened, but then re
turned to extract money from the till. As Patsy lay on 
the floor bleeding, Sarah said, "Poor ol' thing. 
You're not dead yet." (Byers survived the shooting.) 

Vidim1 
OWendell Williamson fired an M-1 rifle on a 

busy street, killing two men. A jury found 
Williamson not guilty by reason of insanity. From his 
room in a state psychiatric ward, Williamson sued a 
psychiatrist who had seen him eight months before 
the killings, claiming the doctor had not made a cor
rect diagnosis, and hadn't referred him to another 
doctor. Williamson won $500,000.00. The families 
of the two dead men continue to grieve. 

lerel llerel 
0 Many bright schoolgirls discover that raising a 

family demands far more brains and creativity than 
they would need to succeed in the corporate world. 

Interesting 
OWhen was the last time you saw a Firing Line 

or a McLaughlin Group or a presidential debate that 
ended early because one of the parties declared, "I 
hadn't thought of that! I must go home and reevalu
ate my position?" 

Well, then, how about a preacher's meeting at a 
regional lectureship, or local luncheon? 

Self-discovery 
Within my earthly temple there's a crowd: 
There's one that's humble; one that's proud: 
There's one that's brokenhearted for sins 
And one who, unrepentant, sits and grins: 
There's one who loves his neighbor as himself 

And one who cares for naught but fame and 
pelf. 

From such corroding care I would be free 
If once I could determine which is me. 

Alter rweaty-slx rears 
OThe Supreme Court ruled 16 years ago that the 

least of those among us could be sacrificed for assur
edly greater good: women's liberation and establish
ment of a new Sexual Security program. We can all 
count the deaths since then: some 3 8 million unborn 
children. But look at the other costs: more abuse of 
born children, more embittered men and women, 
more sexual warfare, more pressure to kill off the 
old and the helpless. Much lost, nothing gained. 

rv 
0 Ivan Korneyev, director of the Saint Petersburg 

Zoo in Russia, referring on the backfiring of a plan 
to educate a group of orangutans on the joys of fam
ily by watching television, said, "We'll reduce the 
time of TV watching to keep the family together." 
The male orangutan became so engrossed in watch
ing TV he started to ignore his mate, who became 
upset over his neglect. 
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Indonesia 
$According to Christianity Today ijan. 11, 

1999) members of a Muslim mob walk on the bodies 
of murdered Ambonsese in 1 akarta. Arsonists razed 
two churches, the Church of Christ and the Bread of 
Life Church. 

rlranlc fou 
OA dear lady wrote, "I just wanted to say that I 

really do appreciate this paper. It lights up my day 
just to know there are still some wonderful, truthful 
Christians left in the world." 

llone So Blind 
OWhen Nelson was second in command at 

Copenhagen, the admiral in command of the fleet 
hoisted the signal for retreat, and Nelson put his 
telescope to his blind eye and said, "I do not see it." 

And he said unto them, Unto you is given the 
mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them 
that are without, all things are done in parables: 
that seeing they may see, and not perceive; and 
hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest 
haply they should turn again, and it should be 
forgiven them (Mark 4:11-12). 

Cartoon 
OChild in bed says to his father, "My friend says 

that since 1 efferson had sex with a slave, I can cheat, 
lie and commit felonies." 
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by Frank ·Dunn 
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In Briel 
fl Israeli authorities ordered the deportation of 14 

members of the Denver-based apocalyptic group 
Concerned Christians on suspicion they planned to 
commit suicide on the Mount of Olives or provoke 
police to kill them in a deadly Temple Mount shoot
out as a way to usher in Christ's second coming. 

res 
OThe World Council of Churches is hoping to 

broaden its base in an appeal to Catholics and Pente
costals. But meanwhile, disenchanted orthodox and 
mainline evangelicals are calling the world's largest 
ecumenical organization to affirm historic Christian 
doctrine. 

Orthodox and mainline evangelicals generally are 
unhappy with the liberal Protestant ethos they say 
dominates wee debate on issues such as feminism, 
inclusive language in Bible translations, same-sex 
unions, ordination of homosexuals, abortion, envi
ronmentalism, and population control. 

Today the WCC represents less than 30 percent of 
the 1.9 billion professing Christians worldwide. 

Fp 

Denominational 
Doctrines 

by 
Jerry Moffitt 

This book contains short series of brief biblical, argumen
tation articles. It is easy to read for the new convert, or any 
Christian, but it exhorts and pleads with the outsider, too. 
It can be read straight through or used as a reference book. 

1111 is so readable, tu if one is speaking to someone 
entirely unfamilillr with the doctrine." 

It also contains in part: About doctrine itself, inspiration, 
inerrance, etc., the plan of salvation, the scheme to save 
man, faith only, eternal security, baptism, grace and law, 
the church, Calvinism, the Holy Spirit, Pentecostalism, 
Premillennialism Catholicism, instrumental music, fel
lowship, Jehovah's Witness doctrine, Mormonism, the 
sabbath, is the church a denomination?, etc. it tries to deal 
in a kind way with the idea: "If I'm not a member of the 
churches of Christ, will I go to bell?, and undenomina
tional Christianity, etc. 

653 pages • Hardback 
$16.00 plus $3.75 shipping and handling 

Send check or money order to 
Firm Foundation 
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-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Aiaska
Anchorage-78oostanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-70~?; !~coc@juno.com 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. ..... 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
6:00 p.m. Active college fJrOgram. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p;m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. . .... 
Seal Beach - Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St::9s688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted Parks. Come worship with us. ..... 
Visalia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
preacher. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Maners of THE Faith. 

Craig- Downtown Chu~~h of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. ('/2 mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 

Clearwater - Centr;t Ch~rch of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
Ostic, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 

Davidson, minister. • • • • • (301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway - Minnesota -
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 0 1 h 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. u ut - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 

Jacksonville- Lake F;r;;t ·church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 

Lake City- Lake cit;: church of Christ, 3614 
SouthSR47, 32025, Sun. 9,10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 ·s·o·u~h Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 ••••• 

Melbourne - Church of North Melbourne, 
meeting in Sherwood School. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m. Contact joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. 

Miami - Westwood • i.:ke Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. ..... 
Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 ..... 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from lnt'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). ..... 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (407) 657-0657, Tony 
Williams, youth minister. 

Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. ..... 
Virginia -Virginia Church of Christ, 1114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun. 9:15, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven- Southa;;; Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. j. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866 • ..... 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
Omaha- Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

- North Carolina -
Pensacola - Bellvie~: Ch~rch of Christ, 4850 Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 
minister. (3/4 miles w;!t. ~~Mobile Hwy.) -Ohio-
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 Dayton -Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

Sebastian- 1045 M;;n• St~ Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (51~~ ~?!·6801. 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 

Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444 • -Georgia- ..... 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma- Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

Muskogee - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Kingston 746403. (W918d) 7682-63M82. SuLn. E9:30, Huntsville -1380 Fi~h i-i:tchery Rd., Sun. 9, 10 
10:20 a.m., p.m., e • p.m. onte vans, 
P

reacher. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (409) 438-8202 

Oklahoma City - Pumam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

..... 
Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. •••• • 

. .... 
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith-
- Pennsylvania - Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 

Pottstown- Coventry Hills Church of Christ, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

30 H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10: • • ••• 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. • •••• 

Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • •••• 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. ..... 
Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. ..... 
Mr. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fiheen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher • ..... 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. john B. Daniels, preacher 

-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web. wt.net/-dgal ..... 
Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central Texas Lectureship 

••••• 
Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. 105 
to Sapp Rd.), n304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 

Bible lnfonet 
hHp:/Jwww.bible·infonet.org/ 
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Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister • ..... 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. ..... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. . .... 
Roanoke - Church of Christ, Rusk &:: Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd 77471 (281) 341-7776 Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. ..... 
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 . .... 
Schertz- Church of Christ, 501 Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc -Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. • •••• 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. 
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Preachers Wanted 
Minister wanted for the Columbus Ave. Church of 
Christ, a congregation of 125 in Newton, Kansas. 
The ideal applicant would be married and have at 
least five years of experience working as a minister 
in the church. He should be comfortable both in 
the pulpit as well as in member's homes. He should 
be able to "equip the Saints." A willingness to 
work with the youth is a definite plus. A house, 
owned by the church, is available. If your desire is 
to work with a group of dedicated Christians 
desirous of seeing Christ's church grow and mature 
in their communiry, we would love to hear from 
you. Send resume and audio/video tape to Church 
of Christ, Attn: Search Committee, 101 Columbus 
Ave., Newton, KS 67114 or call Kenny Umholtz 
(316) 345-8496. 

Gospel preacher needed at Truth or Consequences, 
NM, Church of Christ. Please send r~sum~ to the 
Elders. Thomas J. Mayo, P.O. Box 728, Elephant 
Butte, NM 87935, (505) 744-5578, or Wyndal 
Miller, P.O.Box 1147, Elephant Butte, NM 87935, 
(505) 744-4762 

The Church of Christ meeting at 4th 8c Bois d'Arc, 
is currently looking for an experienced minister. 
Please mail rc!sumc!, audio tape & references: Attn. 
Leo Elliott, P.O. Box 1332, Pecos, TX 79772. E· 
mail lelliott@untravision.net. Phone day 1·800· 
588-5131 or fax, night 1·915-445-9333. 

Congregation in Alliance, Nebraska is looking for 
a sound, conservative preacher, who loves the truth 
and will preach it. We are a communiry of about 
10,000, with the main economy from the Railroad 
and a factory. We have been in existence since 
1962, and now have about 45 in attendance. We 
need· someone who will strengthen the brethren 
and help the church grow God's way. We do not 
think truth is relative, but absolute. The church has 
some money set aside to support a preacher, but 
will possibly need some additional support in the 
future. Please contact: Allen Bright, (308)762·1566 
day, 762-6751 evening; Stuart Simpson, 762-8002 
evening; or Jerry Allen 762·8382. 

Sound biblically, but balanced, conservative 
congregation is looking for associate/youth minister. 
Must be doctrinally sound and biblically balanced; 
married preferred, but anyone may apply. 
Congregation about 275 members. Livingston 
Church of Christ, 212 E. Cedar St., Livingston, 
TN 38570. (931) 823-1441. 

Education minister needed for congregation of 
approx. 500 members. Please send r~umc! to Elders, 
Southgate Church of Christ, 528 Country Club 
Rd., San Angelo, TX 76904. 

Minister position available at Stringtown Road 
Church of Christ, Medina, Texas. Successful 
applicant will be energetic and interested in working 
with children. Medina Children•s Home composes 
85% of the 200-membcr congregation. Competitive 
compensation package. Contact George W. Rose, 
Elder, HCR 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78055; (830) 
589-2871. GWROSE@HTCT.NET 

Associate minister needed: growing congregation 
of 250 needs a man to take a good education 
program and make it top-notch, also to take a 
good youth program and make it excellent. 
Experience necessary. Send rc!sumc! to Eastside 
Church of Christ, 9030 NE Glisan, Portland, OR 
97220. 

Wanted: We are in need of an experienced 
scripturally sound minister of the gospel between 
30 and 55 years of age. This racially diverse 
congregation of 180 members is led by 5 elders. 
Salary is dependent on experience and education 
(large 3-bedroom home is part of salary). This 
position will be open after jan. 6, 1999. Send 
rc!sumc! and video tape of recent sermon to The 
Elders, W. Carpenter Rd Church of Christ, G· 
2296 W. Carpenter Rd., Flint, MI 48505. 

Small congregation (about 35 members) in north 
central Florida is looking for a preacher. Will supply 
modern 3-bedroom house plus utilities and small 
salary. Interlachen Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
1884, Interlachen, FL 32148. (904) 684-2824. 

Minister wanted. Congregation of approx. 100 
seeking experience, sound, mature evangelist. Salary 
provided. Send r~sumc! with references to: Jesse 
Hight, Lantana Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2686, 
Crossville, TN 38557 

Congregation of 60+ with a pulpit and large 3-
bedroom house to fill. Looking for a well· 
motivated, spiritually minded minister with family 
to join our family here in Aberdeen, W A. Send 
r~sum~ and video or audio tape to Church of Christ, 
5121 Olympic Hwy., Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Full-time sound, conservative minister wanted. 
Congregation est. for 35 yrs, ave. attendance 120, 
no elders. Supports missionaries and benevolent 
work, active youth group. Full support provided. 
Send rc!sumc! to Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 30680; (770) 867-5511. 

Full-rime pulpit minister needed. Mature age, good 
leadership qualities, personal work experience in 
church and communiry, active with young people. 
Church of Christ, 4000 48th St., Moline, IL 61265. 
Members 100+, no elders. Contact Dave Kirchner 
(309) 787-2478; Doug Shackleford (309) 786-
8718; jfshack@aol.com; office (309) 797-5433. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available; 24 years full-time preaching, 
last 6 yrs. with current congregation, 10 years with 
previous congregation; 3 years as an elder. Prefer 
congregation in central upper Midwest. Have 
worked in mission congregation 13 years. Would 
consider working in new mission area if supporting 
congregation is available. Extensive radio 
broadcasting background. joe D. Mitchell (715) 
389-1754. 

Preacher with 20 yrs. experience looking for full· 
time work. Dan Gannon, Rt. 1, Box 168C, Purdon, 
TX 76679. (903) 673-2236. 

Semi-retired, conservative preacher seeking 
conservative congregation within 200 mi. of 
Wichita Falls, TX. 40 yrs. experience in preaching 
and personal work. KJV used. (940) 644-5210. 

For Sale 
Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever Happened 
to Heaven and Hell? (1994) - $17.50; Practical 
Christianity: Daily Christian Living (1998) -
$17.5 0; Balanced Christianity: Maintaining Biblical 
Balance (1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Godhead (1998), 
The Two Covenants (1996) $15.00; Dangerous 
'Isms (1997) $14.50; The Major Prophets (1995), 
The Providence of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping &: 
handling on single book orders. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. 

The Davidson-Yerkes Debate on Jehovah's 
Witnesses doctrine is now available. Second 
printing. Yerkes affirmed annihilation for wicked, 
no hell. Davidson affirmed eternity in hell for the 
wicked. $6.00 post pd. Order from j. L Davidson, 
13832 Bert Brown, Conroe, TX 77302. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Free room 8c board and salary available to a 
Christian, single woman who is interested in serving 
as a companion to an elderly lady in Medina, Texas. 
(830) 589-2871 • George Rose 

Please notify us 
of address changes. 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. on CD-ROM 
......................... $149.95 

• Contains all 14 of his books 

• References from King James Bible 
• Articles by him from 

• Gospel Advocate 
• Gospel Guardian 
• Bible Banner 
• Torch 

Audio Cassette Sermon Album 
Vol. 1-4 by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
• 4-volume set (16 tapes) .................................. $59.95 
• Each volume sold separately (4 tapes) ............ 15.95 

Books available by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

• The One Book ................................................. $19.95 

• God's Prophetic Word ...................................... 18.95 

• The Book of Revelation .................................... 16.95 

• The Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit ....... 9.95 

• The Gospel for Today ....................................... 22.95 

• An Evaluation of the New International Version 
........................................................ 8.95 

• The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
........................................................ 8.95 

• Current Issues .................................................... 4.95 

Order from 
Firm Foundation • 1-800-572-3619 
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Firm Foundation 
1999 VBS Literature 

LOVE IS 
THE WAY 

Lesson 1: Meat In the Wilderness 
(Exodus 20:2-3) 
Aim: To show that the command to love 
God first is the foundation of all Christianity 
and service to other people. 

Lesson 2: A Prophet Who Warned Sinful People 
(Proverbs 17:17) 
Aim: To show that our love for God which Is 
the foundation of our Christianity Is 
manifested In the way we love our neigh
bors. 

Lesson 3: God's Promise to Provide 
for Our Needs 
(Hebrews 13: 1-2) 
Aim: To show that the Great Command 
Second One will lead us to love all the 
people In all the world. 

Lesson 4: Love at Home 
(John 13:35) 
Aim: To show that love In the home is 
possible when we apply the Word of God to 
our home relationships. 

Lesson 5: Eternal Love 
(Hebrews 1 0:24) 
Aim: To show that Christian love Is so im
portant that we cannot serve God or man 
correctly without it. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1·800·572-3619 
or you can order online 

http://www.blble-lnfonet.org/ff/store/1999_ VBS_Materlal.htm 
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Social Gospel 
By Bill lockwood 

In exammmg the social gospel, which finds its 
roots in the period between 1890 and 1910 in 
America, it is important to note first, what is 

the "social gospel." Second, what are some of its ori
gins and history. Third, who are some of the person
alities and what are some of the institutions in
volved. And, fourth, offer a short critique of its prin
ciples. In all, it is particularly noteworthy to see how 
this methodology touched the South and its history. 

The usocial Gospel" 
Some may suppose that the "social gospel" consists 
of churches gathering together for social activities 
{potlucks, singings, and group projects). In reality, 
the social gospel is a philosophy which finds its roots 
in the socialism taught by Karl Marx mixed with 
theological modernism filtering from Germany 
through England and finally to the United States. It 
is a particular strain of socialism which seeks to re
make society through the "good news" of economic 
changes to the capitalistic system. W R. Meroney, at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky in 1919, put it this way: the church "must 
wage common war with socialism against the fester
ing evils of human society." He went on to insist that 
the church "must preach the gospel to the poor in a 
far richer way than she has ever yet done. She must 
proclaim liberty to those who are bound and make 
as her supreme social task the elevation of human 
society" 0. Wayne Flynt, The Southern Church as 
Reformer, in Major Problems in the History of the 
American South, Vol. 2, p. 307). 

One lecturer on communism wrote: 
The social gospel is not just the effort to apply 
Biblical principles in life. Historically speaking, 
the social gospel was the effort, by those who 
had lost in varying degrees their faith in the in
spiration of the Bible, to infuse socialism with 
religion and religion with socialism in order to 
use the churches as agents of establishing a so
cialistic economic and political state Games D. 
Bales, "The World Council of Churches," in An
chor, vol. 1, no. 3, summer 1969, ed. by Buster 
Dobbs) . 

Another important statement that aids in delin
eation of the subject is the following from Dr. Harry 
F. Ward, a onetime Methodist preacher in Chicago 
and later a teacher in the Boston University School 
of Theology. Dr. Ward aided in the launching of The 
National Federation of Churches in 1900 and was in
strumental in the founding of the Federal Council of 
Churches in December 1908. The Federal Council, 
forerunner of the World Council of Churches, was 
implemented for the specific purpose of disseminat
ing the social gospel. Ward, himself, speaking for the 
Council, wrote: 

We believe that, according to Christ's law, men 
of the Christian faith exist for the service of 
man, not only in holding forth the Word of Life, 
but in the support of works and institutions of 
pity and charity, in the maintenance of human 
freedom, in the deliverance of all those that are 
oppressed, in the enforcement of civic justice, in 
the rebuke of all unrighteousness (Harry F. 
Ward, in A Yearbook of the Church and Social 
Service in the United States, quoted by Edgar C. 
Bundy, Collectivism in the Churches). 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

What Is Truth? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

It is commonly supposed that truth is an un
obtainable phantom. Higher learning de
mands less dogmatism because its enlight

ened eyes cannot see the reality of a single 
truth. Postmodernism hides its naked ignorance 
behind a veil of incomprehensible words and 
calls that truth. 

It is a fact that in areas of science and art 
there is no ultimate truth - no final resting
place. Yet, there are simple statements of fact that are true and 
cannot be gainsaid - two plus two is four in the ten-unit system 
of math, for instance. There are other axioms that are universally 
recognized because they are self-evidently true. These however 
are the smallest building blocks and to proceed from them is to 
walk out on treacherous ground that may shift beneath your feet. 

Saving truth is different. "Ye shall know the truth and the 
truth shall make you free," said Jesus. "Whereby, when ye read, ye 
can perceive my understanding in the mystery of Christ," said one 
of his apostles. Jesus told his disciples, "Unto you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven." 

Spiritual truth is both available and attainable. In matters of 
human investigation and discovery truth may be rare and knowl
edge partial, but in our relationship with God truth may be 
known absolutely- but not all of it. We can know what we know 
but we can never know it all. 

We can know some truth and based upon that may draw con
clusions that are false because the conclusions depart from the 
known truth. If this happens to us, we have a tendency to be as 
positive about the error as we were about the beginning truth 
from which we departed to make the mistake. Error is more dan
gerous in proportion to the extent of truth it contains. 

Unvarnished truth is available but requires relentless effort. 
God gives us the distinct possibility of knowing truth and also the 
opportunity to be at rest, but we may not have both. To arrive at 
the naked truth we have to dig it out, piece by piece, by applying 
ourselves to diligent study, and burning midnight oil. 

We must not be among those who are "ever learning but never 
able to come to a knowledge of the truth." Instead, we must study 
to show ourselves approved to God and therefore get it right and 
cut it straight. 

Those who pay fervent lip service to truth are often in com
pany with that lazy tribe that will not bother themselves to pursue 



and achieve truth. All of their knowledge is in someone else's 
name. They do not study. They gain their impecunious under
standing from others. Sometimes they get some of it straight, but 
nearly always distort, abuse, crucify, and trample it under foot. 
One poet said, "A truth that's told with bad intent beats all the lies 
you can invent." 

There are aspects of truth; truth about existence and being; 
logical truth, which is the result of careful thinking and sound 
conclusions; truth about moral ought-ness. 

The Bible is man's final standard of truth. Discovering its 
truth is man's first business. Digging out its golden nuggets is hard 
work, and requires both meditation and callused knees. Blessed is 
that man whose "delight is in the law of Jehovah; and on his law 
doth he meditate day and night" (Psa. 1:1). 

The Bible is a bastion of truth. It reveals God. Truth is God's 
moral and personal characteristic. He is "the God of truth" (lsa. 
65:16). His law is truth (Psa. 119:142). His commandments are 
truth (Psa. 119: 160). He speaks and acts in truth because he can
not lie (Heb. 6:18). 

Jesus is truth because he is the Word that "became flesh, and 
dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begot
ten from the Father), full of grace and truth" Oohn 1:14). Jesus said 
he was "a man that hath told you the truth, which I heard from 
God" Oohn 8 :40). Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me" Oohn 14:6). 

Jesus promised to send to his apostles "the Spirit of truth" 
Oohn 14:16). The Comforter would guide them "into all the 
truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but what things soever 
he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you 
the things that are to come" Oohn 16:13). The Spirit of truth gave 
the apostles the final revelation of tr.uth about God, man, redemp
tion, history, and the world. The faith has been "once for all deliv
ered" Oude 1:3). The Bible is the known will of God and is final 
for man as a standard of truth. 

We have a perfect and sufficient pattern. The Bible is God
breathed scripture and adequate to make the man of God perfect 
in the sight of God (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). We must treat it with deepest 
reverence and our highest ambition should be to know its teaching 
and obey its commands. Saving truth is a priceless commodity and 
we should be willing to die for it - and work (strive) to know it. 

All that being correct, still we must grow in truth. If we stake 
out basic truth and sit on it - never growing - we become stag
nant, and that is as much a sin as rejecting truth in the first place. 

Christians ate commanded to leave "the doctrine of the first 
principles of Christ." We are told to "press on unto perfection; 
not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works, and 
of faith toward God, of the teaching of baptisms, and of laying on 
of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judg
ment" (Heb. 6: 1.-2). 

For when by reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have 
need again that some one teach you the rudiments of the first 
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principles of the oracles of God; and arc become 
such as have need of milk, and not of solid food. 
For every one that partaketh of milk is without 
experience of the word of righteousness; for he 
is a babe. But solid food is for fullgrown men, 
even those who by reason of use have their 
senses. exercised to discern good and evil" (Heb. 
5:12-14). 

It is as wrong to not grow at all as it is to go be
yond what is written. We must not make the foolish 
mistake of making milk-like teaching the only teach
ing and persecute those who dare to think, study, 
learn, and grow. The inspired writer thought such 
things as repentance, faith toward God, baptisms, 
laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, and of 
eternal judgment are pabulum. To stop there is to 
commit spiritual hara-kiri. Insipid intellectual nour
ishment that seeks no depth of understanding is sui
cide of the inner-man. 

It is pathetic when those who think of themselves 
as guides of the blind have no higher concept of truth 
than the most basic and fundamental facts of the gos
pel. Such delusion will make the God-given spirit 
·within us a ·freakish-dwarf. When that abnormal 
pygmy arrogandy sits in high-counsel and demands 
the right to chart the future of the church, we are 
doomed to oblivion, if we let him get away with it. 

When the basis of orthodoxy is what someone 
has long taught, or long thought, or long believed, 
we make mendacity a virtue and show ourselves to 
be intellectual baboons and spiritual midgets. 

On the other hand, change for the sake of 
change is equally dumb. We must not give up basic 
Bible doctrine about repentance, faith, baptism, and 
coming judgment to parade our enlightenment. This 
is the mistake (and the demand) of religious liberals. 
It is fatal. It causes us to either add to or take from 
divine revelation and brings down upon us the just 
condemnation of the Almighty (Rev. 22:18-19). 
Plagues are not pleasant. 

Higher education often consumes itself because 
it subscribes to the godless premise that everything 
must change - even faith, baptism, pure religion, 
true worship. That malignant delusion will surely 
choke every vestige of spiritual life out of the church 
and leave us an empty shell - one out of which the 
pearl has gone. 

Let us never cut off growth in the knowledge of 
truth. At the same time, let us be concerned about 
unbridled liberty that denies truth and, conse
quendy, brings eternal damnation. We must not be 
free in the sense of no rules at all, nor limited in the 
sense of binding as doctrine the commandments of 
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men. Either end of the extreme is venomous and de
structive. 

For if we sin wilfully after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful ex
pectation of judgment, and a fierceness of fire 
which shall devour. the adversaries. A man that 
hath set at nought Moses' law dieth without 
compassion· on the word of two or three wit
nesses: of how much sorer punishment, think 

Social Gospel 
(continued from page 1) 

Ward also stressed social-service activities for the 
churches. It is noteworthy that he defined the social 
gospel as "social-service activities in the churches" 
which resulted in 

•.• a changed attitude on the part of many 
church members concerning the purpose and 
function both of the church and of Christianity. 
A social consciousness and a social conscience 
have been developed in the churches. Their so
cial will is strengthening and they are deter
mined to make the Gospel real, to carry it to the 
uttermost conclusion in the social order as in the 
individual life (4 Ibid., p. 95). 

J. Wayne Flynt says that the social gospel ap
pealed primarily to southern society. This was in 
part due to the fact that southern evangelical 
churches were passing through difficult economic 
stages during this period. Added to that the southern 
environment "spawned labor unionism, populism, 
socialism, racial demagoguery, and other n.ontradi
tional by products" (Flynt, The Southern Church as 
Reformer; in Major Problems~ p. 309). The social 
gospel message therefore was the "good news" of a 
material salvation from economic and social ills by 
means of political force. Its aim is an ideal socialistic 
state by the method of environmental ~hange. It is 
secular and Marxist. 

An insightful view into the social gospel was 
made by Walter Rauschenbusch when he said, "The 
only power that can make socialism succeed, if it is 
established, is religion. It cannot work in an irreli
gious country." This is a telling admission in which 
the primary goal is seen to be socialism under the 
guise of religion. It is also important because Raus
chenbusch was probably the most influential leader 
among the social gospel reformers during the period 
between 1901-1920. He preached in Rochester, 

ye, shall he be judged worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant wherewith he was 
sanctified an unholy thing, and hath done de
spite unto the Spirit of grace? For we know him 
that said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will 
recompense. And again, The Lord shall judge his 
people. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God (Heb. 10:26-31). P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, 1X 77269-0192 
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New York, and had been influenced greatly by the 
Fabian Socialists in Britain. Interestingly, even 
though Rauschenbusch was a Northerner, one of his 
ambassadors in the south became Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. King said that "Rauschenbusch left an indel
ible imprint on my thinking •.. in spite of shortcom
ings ... Rauschenbusch gave American Protestantism 
a sense of social responsibility it should never lose" 
(M.L .. King Jr., "Pilgrimage to Non-Violence," in The 
Christian Century1 Vol. 77, April13, 1960, p. 439). 

Orlgla aacl History of the Social Gospel 
Historians generally agree that the roots of this 
movement are found in social and theological liber
alism. In the south, however, fertile soil was found 
for the social gospel by the "complex crisis threaten
ing southern rural life" between 1890 and 1910. 
The economic depression of this era in rural south
ern America even brought about a 1908 Country 
Life Commission appointed by Theodore Roosevelt 
which recommended that southern rural churches 
"exert social as well as spiritual influence on rural 
life." Vietor Masters addressed this crisis in 1916. 
"It would be helpful if our country preachers could 
take a course in rural sociology and economics at an 
agricultural college which is awake to its business, or 
else in an aroused theological seminary." 

Another writer, Joe Hacker Jr., gives this insight 
into the appeal of the social gospel in the south: 

Another important factor in the beginning of 
the social gospel movement was the labor unrest 
in America between 1890 and 1910. Socially 
minded clergymen, some of them evangelical, 
became concerned about the fact that many 
Protestant churches were identifying themselves 
with the middle and upper classes in the cities 
and were neglecting the social problem created 
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by industrialization. Many felt that Christian so
cialism had a solution for these problems. These 
broke with the teaching of the sinfulness of man 
and the need for salvation on entirely individual 
terms to concern themselves with social prob
lems organizing settlement work and promoting 
reform organizations. Gradually a new theology 
for the social gospel began to appear a oe 
Hacker Jr., in Anchor, Summer 1969, p. 2). 

Consequently, ministers organized different or
ganizations that reflected these goals. The Brother
hood of the Kingdom was formed in 1893. It is one 
of the earliest organizations of the social gospel in 
the country. Its members were all Baptists. The Pres
byterian Church in 1903 established the Department 
of Church and Labor. The Methodi~t Church, prob
ably the most heavily infiltrated with social gospel 
promoters, fashioned organizations of similar na
ture. 

Who Was Involved? 
Briefly, as seen above, not only were Baptists and 
Methodists heavily influenced by social gospel orga
nizations, but others were as well. Flynt states that 
not only Baptist and Methodist ministers were in
volved, but Churches of Christ produced "more than 
their fair ·share of Socialists from rural congrega
tions, despite the conservatism of most of their lead
ers." But it was probably the Holiness and Pentecos
tal religious groups that were most influenced by the 
social gospel. This was due to what Flynt calls their 
"radical asceticism and hopeful post-millenialism." 
Some Socialist organizers remarked that "holiness 
people make good Socialists." Here it is seen once 
again that the primary goal is socialism. 

Some Critique Points of the Social Gospel 
First, the social gospel changes the focus of the gos
pel of Jesus Christ. While the New Testament em
phasizes that the mission of the church is to save sin
ners who in turn will permeate society with the prin
ciples of Christ, the social gospel becomes a 
quasi-political movement for environmental change. 
This 'is the Marxist doctrine of "collectivism" in 
which individuals will not be changed by the gospel 
but by social revamping. "The one great fallacy of 
this whole theory is that 'society' is made up of indi
viduals, and 'society' as a whole cannot be changed 
unless the people who make it up are changed indi
vidually. If people are changed individually, 'society' 
will not need changing" (Bundy, Conservative in the 
Churches, p. 96). 

6 
Second, at the heart of the social gospel is dishon-
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esty. Flynt points out that "Socialist ministers" in the 
Southwest used camp-meeting fervor an a "Funda
mentalist idiom to create a 'Socialist Gospel" (Flynt, 
The Southern Church as a Reformer, p. 316). To adopt 
the language of the "fundamentalists" while rearrang
ing the definitions of familiar words and phrases can 
not be considered anything but dishonest and para
sitic in nature. For example, Jesus stated that his king
dom is not of this world a ohn 18:3 6-3 7) but is the 
spiritual rule of the Father in the hearts of men (Luke 
17:21). But in the hands of social gospel advocates, 
the kingdom of God becomes an "ideal social order." 
Charles S. Gardner, professor at Southern Baptist 
Seminary praised the social gospel in 1914 and argued 
that the kingdom of God was a "social order, a system 
of human relations, progressively realized, in which 
the will of God is the formative principle and all the 
functions of which are organized and operated for the 
purpose of helping men to realize the spiritual possi
bilities of humanity" (Ibid.). 

Practically every working definition of the social 
gospel will include a redefinition of the kingdom of 
God to accommodate a new socialist world order. 
Walter Rauschenbusch reworked also the biblical 
concepts of "redemption" and "regeneration" to fit 
socialistic molds. The obvious reason for these 
changes is that if social gospel promoters had identi
fied socialism and Marxism as the focus of their 
preaching, they would have been rejected. 

Third, the social gospel seeks to ally the church 
with the State. C.C. Lloyd, an 1892 preacher, cau
tioned: 

Let preachers return to their pulpits long prosti
tuted to political ends, hold up the Banner of 
Christ now trailing in the mire and filth of po
litical shame and disgrace and never, never for
get that this same unholy alliance of Church and 
State by Catholic Rome in the dark ages of the 
world was fraught with perils and persecutions 
of Christ's Church (C.C. Lloyd, Separation of 
Church and State, in Major Problems, vol. 2, ed. 
Escon and Goldfield, p. 279). 

Added to the fact that in the social gospel there is 
an alliance sought between church and state, there 
also lies the coercive power of the state to make so
cialistic dreams a reality. The social gospel indeed is 
weighted with problems. It is particularly sad to wit
ness churches, which should be standing steadfast by 
biblical principle, become catalysts for socialistic 
changes. 
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Fleshly Israel 
By Victor M. Eskew 

U nder the hand of a Pharaoh that knew not 
Joseph (Ex. 1:8), the children of Israel suf
fered rigorous, bitter bondage (Ex. 

1:13-14). The opposition was cruel and long. Dur
ing their years of affliction, Israel cried out to God. 
He heard their cries, remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and jacob, and sent Moses to de
liver them. After ten harsh plagues upon the land of 
Egypt, Pharaoh yielded his stubborn pride to the Al
mighty I AM. "And he called for Moses and Aaron 
by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from 
among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; 
and go, serve the Lord as ye have said" (Ex. 12:31). 

Israel departed. In their hands they carried the 
spoils of Egypt. After a final confrontation with the 
king of Egypt at the Red Sea, Israel walked free. The 
long, hot days of toil and labor were but bitter 
memories. The calls of the cruel taskmasters were 
but echoes of the past. The crack of the whip faded 
to scars on the backs of the Israelites. Israel was truly 
free! 

At first there was great rejoicing by God's chil
dren. The sang the song of Moses, praising God for 
his power, glory, and excellency (Ex. 15:1-18). Their 
jubilation, however was short-lived. They began to 
slowly turn from God. The steps of their departure 
are clearly revealed in the Law of Moses. 

Dissatlsfadlon 
Israel's apostasy began with dissatisfaction. Mter 
three short days, God's people began to complain 
about their lack of water. "And the people murmured 
against Moses, saying What shall we drink?" (Ex. 
15:24). At this point in time, Egypt was not men
tioned. Maybe it was too soon since their deliverance. 
Nonetheless, dissatisfaction filled their hearts. 

Longing for Egypt 
After forty-five days of wilderness wandering, Israel 
again began to complain. This time their complaints 
involved their food supply. Their words on this occa
sion reflected back on their time in Egypt. 

And the whole congregation of the children of 
Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness: and the children. of Israel said...untG 

them, Would to God we had died by the hand of 
the Lord in Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, 
and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye 
have brought us forth into this wilderness, to 
kill this whole assembly with hunger (Ex. 
16:2-3). 

According to Numbers 11:5, they longed for 
many of the delicacies Egypt offered which the wil
derness did not. "We remember the fish, which we 
did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the mel
ons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic." 
Egypt offered many things to Israel. Their minds be
gan to long for that land. So soon was the affliction 
and bondage forgotten. 

Egypt In the Wilderness 
It must have been evident at some point that Israel 
would not be returning to Egypt anytime soon. This 
knowledge did not do away with Israel's dissatisfac
tion. Nor, did it remove the thoughts of Egypt from 
their minds. Instead of returning to Egypt they 
brought Egypt to the wilderness. This was done at 
the foot of Mount Sinai. The actions of Israel are re
corded in Exodus 32:1-6. 

And when the people saw that Moses delayed to 
come down out of the mount, the people gath· 
ered themselves together unto Aaron, and said 
unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go be
fore us; for as for this Moses, the man that 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we· wot 
not is become of him. And Aaron said unto 
them, Break off _the golden earrings, which are 
in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of 
your daughters, and bring them unto me. And 
all the people broke off the golden earrings 
which were in their ears, and brought them unto 
Aaron. And he received them at their hand, and 
fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had 
made it a molten calf. And they said, These be 
thy gods, 0 Israel, which brought thee up out of 
the land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he 
built an altar before it; and Aaron made procla
matiOn, and said, Tomorrow is a feast to the 
Lord. And they rose up early in the morning, 
and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to 
drink, and rose up to play. 

Part of Egypt was now brought into the wilder
ness -with Israel. They had their golden calf. They = Poua&t!:!! 7 



had their altar of sacrifice. They had their worship 
to their new gods. They had their revelry and party 
atmosphere. In God's sight, however, they had cor
rupted themselves (Ex. 32: 7). 

Return to Egypt 

Israel ultimately came to a place called Kadesh 
Barnea. God then told Israel to take the land of prom
ise. Israel first sent twelve spies into the new territory. 
They were gone forty days. When they returned, ten 
were filled with fear in their hearts and gave unto Is
rael an evil report. When Israel heard their words, 
they wept and sought to return to Egypt. 

And the entire congregation lifted up their 
voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. 
And all the children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and against Aaron: and the whole con
gregation said unto them, Would God that we 
had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we 
had died in this wilderness! And wherefore hath 
the Lord brought us into this land, to fall by the 
sword, that our wives and our children should 
be a prey! Were it not better for us to return into 
Egypt? and they said one to another, Let us 
make a captain, and let us return into Egypt 
(Num. 14:1-4). 

Their identity as a nation, the hope of a home in 
a bountiful Promised Land, and their relationship 
with God, they were willing to sacrifice to return 
to Egypt. They even sought after a leader who 
might go before them to return to bondage under 
Pharaoh. 

Change Agents Take Heed 

We have seen Israel's departure from God. It sounds 
strikingly similar to present events within the 
church. Voices rumble throughout the brotherhood 
with sounds of dissatisfaction Many are not satisfied 
with the worship services. Many are not satisfied 
with the woman's role in the church. Numerous 
voice their disgust for the simple book, chapter, and 
verse preaching of the gospel. Great numbers are op
posed to the lines of fellowship that God has estab
lished. Quite a few have voiced dissatisfaction with 
God's entrance requirements into the kingdom. 

This dissatisfaction has led many to look toward 
and long for Egypt. They no longer look to God's 
counsel. They seek the delicacies and the pomp and 
ceremony of denominationalism. They long for the 
fruits of the charismatics. They seek the excitement 
of the Promise Keepers rallies. They desire the 
leaven of man-made creed books and councils. They 
long to have their bellies filled with fleshly entertain-
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ment rather than with worship in spirit. and truth. 
Sadly, many have already done as Israel did as Si

nai. They have brought Egypt into the church. In 
more and more places in the brotherhood, the 
church resembles a denomination. Socialization, cur
rent events, socioeconomic concerns, fleshly pro
grams, pep rallies, dramatic performances, instru
mental inusic, and fellowship with any one who "be
lieves" in Jesus are readily accepted. The earrings 
have been melted, the calf and the altar have been 
constructed, and the people have arisen to eat, and 
to drink, and to play. 

The last step cannot be far away. In fact, some 
have already made it. They have found their captains 
and are being led into Egypt. The Community 
Church seems to be one popular designation for 
those who are turning from the Lord's church. Over 
the next several months many others will follow 
their captains in their march ba~k to Egypt. 

God's Displeasure 
Those who are in the midst of the present turmoil of 
dissatisfaction and departure should go back to the 
example of Israel. In each instance, God was not 
pleased with the actions being taken. He often pun
ished and destroyed those involved in the evil deeds. 
The ultimate discipline came when Israel had to 
wander forty years in the wilderness. Surely, God's 
thoughts about the present return to Egypt are no 
different. God is not pleased. There will come a day 
when those involved will stand before him and give 
account of their actions (Rom. 14: 12). 

But with many of them God was not well 
pleased: for they were overthrown in the wil
derness. Now these things were our examples, 
to the intent we should not lust after evil things, 
as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as 
were some of them; as it is written, The people 
sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 
Neither let us commit fornication as some of 
them committed, and fell in one day three and 
twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as 
some of them also tempted, and were destroyed 
of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as some of 
them also murmured, and were destroyed by the 
destroyer. Now all these things happened unto 
them for ensamples: and they are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come. Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall (1 
Cor. 10:5-12). 
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Hardeman Library 

Through 65 years of untiring efforts, N.B. 
Hardeman brought many to the cross. He pos
sessed a remarkable speaking and teaching 

ability. 
His last years were spent in Memphis, Tennessee, 

where he continued his friendship with Roy Hearn 
and other former students. 

Brother Hearn states, "In 1963 brother Harde
man said, 'If I could start over, I would have a school 
in which just the Bible is taught.'" As a result of that 
statement, Roy Hearn founded the Memphis School 
of Preaching, where "just the Bible is taught." 

The elders of Forest Hill Church of Christ, the 
granddaughter of N.B. Hardeman, and her family are 
planning a library on the campus of Memphis School 
of Preaching honoring N.B. Hardeman's work. 

The two-story, red brick building will have Gothic 
accents to complement the existing structures and will 
consist of approximately 10,000 square feet. It will be 
able to accommodate in excess of 100,000 volumes, 
thus fulfilling the need for more space for the rapidly 
expanding number of books already owned by the 
school. 
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• Containing an analysis of every book 
In the Bible 

• Valuable guide and textbook 
• Personal Bible study 
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Central to the library will be a display of Harde
man papers and memorabilia. Included will be a 
large tablet of notes taken by him as the discussion 
on instrumental music with Boswell was in progress 
in June 1923. Handwritten notebooks beginning at 
the turn of the century will be on exhibit, and per
sonal correspondence, and the detailed journal of his 
trip to the Holy Land in 1923. The latter is written 
in the beautiful language characteristic of his elo
quent sermons. Preachers and students will benefit 
from the Hardeman sermon outlines. Copious notes 
taken by his daughter who attended his Bible class 
are a treasure-trove of biblical in£ormation. There 
will be sermons on tape and photographs previously 
unpublished. It will be an excellent study source for 
those interested in the history of the church from 
1900 to 1965. 

The purpose of the library is to enable Christians 
to be better prepared as they strive to tell "the story 
that never grows old." 

The Forest Hill church and the Hardeman/ 
Bradshaw family have committed to raise $700,000, 
which is the approximate cost of the library. All who 
are interested in contributing toward this are en
couraged to send donations to: 

Memphis School of Preaching 
%Hardeman/Bradshaw Family 

3950 Forest Hill Irene Road 
Memphis, Tennessee 38125-2560 

Memphis School 
of PreachiDI 

• Two-year program 
• Afty-four courses A 
• 2,760 clock hours 
• No tuiUon 
• Qualified faculty 
• Umlted scholarships • . . 
• Strong Bible emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being acce1 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 

3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd. • Memphis, Tennessee 38125·2560 
School (901) 751·2242 

Bookstore (901) 751-9964 • Fax (901) 751·8098 
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Ubiquitous Pianos, Organs, 
and Singing Choirs 

By J. E. Choate 

H istorical events have singular indigenous ori
gins. Instruments of music were not used 
in the worship of the apostolic church. 

Imagine what inferences would be drawn if one 
verse in the Bible read: "The Corinthian Christians 
praised God with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
making melody with both their hearts and harps." 
The idea is not in Scripture, nor in any first-century 
document. 

The Chrlstlaa Church Embraces 
the Organ in the North 

Before the Civil War had begun, instrumental music 
was being played in the Christian Church. Dr. L.L. 
Pinkerton slipped the melodeon into the Midway 
Christian Church in late 1859, and boasted that he 
was the first to do so. 

Before the first crack of a Civil War musket, the 
controversy over the organs and singing Choirs had 
already begun. Over the next thirty years, organs, 
singing choirs, and organized missionary societies 
had become signatures of the Christian Church. 

Reading the names of the Northern Christian 
Church leaders who opposed, or who had misgiv
ings about organs and singing choirs read~ like a 
"Who's Who" in the directory of the Disciples at the 
time: Alexander Campbell, John W. McGarvey, 
Moses E. Lard, Benjamin Franklin, W. K. Pendleton, 
Isaac Errett, and James S. Lamar. 

What came as a surprise in my research was read
ing a 1861 [that early!] article of Isaac Errett titled 
"Church Music." He warned that the "innovation of 
choir and instruments will not be stopped by captious 
objections." Errett wrote the only way to put an end 
to choir and organ music in the church would be to 
diligently train the church in vocal music. 

The Great Music De•ate (1864-1890) 
The Christian Church leaders were catapulted into 
the "music debate" November 1864 when McGarvey 
challenged his brethren in the Millennia/ Harbinger to 
enter into candid, fraternal discussions regarding the 
use of instrumental music in church worship. 
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During my research with Adron Doran in pre
paring the manuscript for The Christian Scholar, this 
imposing body of information was opened up to my 
understanding. The names, facts, and dates all came 
together to form a detailed picture with nothing left 
for speculation. 

Many hours were spent thumbing through thou
sands of pages of Disciples journals looking for the 
smallest "jot" or "tittle" which would shed light to 
the subject. Journals examined were the Christian 
Baptist, Millennia/ Harbinger, Gospel Advocate, 
Christian Standard, and other journals shelved in the 
Disciple Of Christ Historical Society Library. 

How the Great Fratemal Music Debate Developed 
The "candid and fraternal" discussions initiated by 
John W. McGarvey continued without interruption 
over thirty years. The quest from the start was 
marked by intellectual honesty and civility. What fol
lows is a line up of high profile Disciples with a sam
pling of what they said before the Civil War and 
thereafter. 

1. J.M. Mathes (1849): "I prefer the human 
voice ... the church is commanded to speak to one 
another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs ••.• " 

2. Silas W. Leonard (1850), a rival publisher of 
hymnbooks of Alexander Campbell, voiced the con
viction that only praise to God should come from 
the heart through the voice. 

3. Benjamin Franklin (1860) wrote that the de
sign of Ne~ Testament Christianity was to sing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. He avowed that 
he would not dishonor Christ by resorting to instru
ments. 

4. Moses E. Lard (1864) wrote: "The day on 
which a church sets up an organ in its house is the 
day on which it reaches the first station on the road 
to apostasy." 

5. John W. McGarvey (1864) wrote: "In the ear
lier years of the present day Reformation there was 
an entire unanimity in the rejection of instrumental 
music from our worship." 



6. In 1870, in this year in the last publication of 
the Millennia/ Harbinger, Isaac Errett wrote his sec
ond and most significant music article titled, "Musi
cal Culture," which was a glorification of the power 
of music on the human spirit. He defended the use 
of the organ with the human voice to praise God. 
Hall L. Calhoun in his deposition in 1905 during the 
Newbern church lawsuit said in effect that Isaac Er
rett was the architect of the modern Christian 
Church in the post-Campbell period. This made 
good sense then and does so now. 

7. James S. Lamar, biographer of Isaac Errett, 
was co-leader with Errett for laying the groundwork 
for the eventual acceptance of the organ in the ranks 
of the Christian Church. And together they phrased 
the guilt clause that to divide a church over the or
gan was a worse sin than the mischief caused by the 
organ. 

8. Only one new argument in defense of the or
gan surfaced during the "candid" discussions. J. Car
roll Stark and George P. Slade, started the new con
troversy. J. Carroll Stark (1875) made the argument 
that the meaning of psallo in Paul's letters is "to 
pluck" on the harp as well as the heart to make 
melody in praising God with psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual song. Slade advanced the claim he had new 
in-depth knowledge based on scholarship. Presti
gious world-class Greek-scholars dismiss the argu
ment without exception. 

By the end of the 1890s, the organ controversy 
had come to an end. And instrumental music was 
generally accepted in the Christian Church in Ken
tuckY and beyond. The consummate tour de force ar
gument of all is that it is a great sin to divide a 
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, consider this book to be the most complete and exten
sive work that I have seen on this subject. It Is well docu
mented both from a medical and biblical viewpoint. and 
should be used by all who are seriously Inclined to study 
these problem areas.• J. A. McNutt 
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church over an organ. This was the crowning pqblic 
relations gimmick of Isaac Errett and James S. 
Lamar, which insured the acceptance of the organ in 
the Christian Church. 

Restoration historians are challenged to think on 
these two things. One, the Christian Church did not 
divide in any direction on the compass over instru
mental music, and this is especially true in Nashville. 
Two, the first organ was introduced in 1898 into the 
Vine Street Christian Church in Nashville. Lipscomb 
wrote in the Advocate that by the turn of the century 
only six Tennessee churches had adopted the organ. 

Dr. Robert Hooper, a Nashville Re·storation his
torian, contends that the organ was not used during 
the Civil War and afterwards because the South was 
impoverished, What about the impoverished Meth
odists and Baptists? Dr. Hooper also surmises that 
Lipscomb was opposed to the organ since he was 
tone deaf and could not distinguish between the 
melodies of "Rock of Ages" and "Battle Hymn of the 
Republic." Reductio ad absurdum! 

The general populace before the 1906 federal re
ligious census regarded Restoration churches as the 
Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, or Church of 
Christ. It was not until the 1906 Religious Census 
that the Christian Church and the churches of Christ 
received separate titles of identity. This was the inde
pendent decision of S.D.N. North, Director of the 
U.S. Religious Census who came to the judgment be
fore consultation on the matter 1907 with David 
Lipscomb. 

There is history with a long memory, which dips 
back to 1859 when Tolbert Fanning stood on the 
floor of the American Christian Missionary Society 
assembly and denounced the ACMS as an acceptable 
biblical method for doing the work of churches . 
From that day forward, a clear line of alienation was 
established in the Christian Church/Church of 
Christ. That thin line had widened to gulf by 1890 
driven by other wedges, namely instrumental music 
in worship, open fellowship, and the new theology. 

The Christian Church can be charge4 with the sin 
that they alone alienated the Southern churches from 
their roll call when they began their putsch in 1890 
"to ram down the throats" of Nashville Disciples the 
endorsement of organized societies and the organ. 

The strangest of all is that the big thing with the 
Christian Church is love and unity. As Stephen P. 
Corey phrased the matter in his book: "The Chris
tian Church spent fifty years of bitter quarreling 
over the control of the local churches by the mis-
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sionary society. That conflict ended with the 1968 
restructure. That division is deeper and more bitter 
than ever." 

But the most intriguing allegation of all is the 
bogeyman myth that the Christian Churches/Church 
of Christ divided North and South over slavery and 
the Civil War. This is an asinine contention at its 
worst begging for respectability. The earnest request 
is made to the best of the Digressive Restoration his
torians to show with historical proof that just one 
church divided over slavery. 

Tolbert Fanning rejected organized societies, as 
did David Lipscomb. Fanning never discussed the 
music issue since it had not become a problem before 
his death. David Lipscomb wrote extensively in oppo
sition to the organ from 1813 until after 1900. 

It would be genuinely rewarding if the deans of 
Church of Christ Restoration historians, Earl West, 
Bill Humble, and Edwin Harrell Jr., would write a 
position paper addressing this myth that in some 
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Abusive Language 
By Lindell Mitchell 

I attend many· high school football games because 
my children are members of the Royal Brigade 
Band in Livingston, Texas. Sitting in the audi

ence on Friday nights has taught me many things. I 
have learned the real "experts" are not the coaches 
and players on the field, but the guys who were me
diocre players when they attended high school. They 
are not on the field. They are in the· audience. 

Lessons have also come from serving as a gospel 
preacher for a little more than two decades (none 
having to do with football). I have studied, but not 
mastered, Kone Greek. It is a vibrant, expressive, and 
lovely language. For me, it is also difficult. It was a 
privilege to attend Greek classes at Freed-Hardeman 
University and later at the Harding Graduate School 
of Religion. One of the most important discoveries 
I made is that I am not an expert in the Greek 
language. I may be one of the few preachers to 
admit he is not a "Greek scholar." I received good 
training in the subject, but did not pursue those stud
ies to the expert level. William Woodson, Dowell 
Flatt, Hugo McCord, Jack P. Lewis and others are 
experts. 

Still, I find myself surrounded by Greek "ex
perts" who offer theological assertions resting on 
subtle distinctions of Greek grammar. Reading their 
articles leads me to believe they have done rigorous 
study, attaining impeccable academic credentials in 
Greek literature. Thus, you will appreciate my hesi
tation to speak of anything dealing with Greek in the 
presence of this academic strength and literary so
phistication. Yet, I will hazard a few observations. In 
doing so I am indebted to Frank Stagg who wrote an 
article entitled "The Ab~sed Aorist," in the Journal 
of Biblical Literature in 1972. I am even more in
debted to Charles R. Smith for his article entitled 
"Errant Aorist Interpreters" appearing in Grace 
Theological Journal. 

Mr. Smith noted: "There is an innate human in
clination to attempt to impress people with hidden 
secrets which only the truly initiated can rightly un
derstand or explain." No where is that more evident 
than in the misuse of the aorist tense of the Greek 
language. Important theological distinctions are of-

ten based on the aorist tense and presented in grave 
authoritative tones. The aorist tense should be rec
ognized for what it is - the standard verbal vehicle 
used to name or label an act or event. Apart from its 
indications of time relationships, it is exegetically in
significant. 

Aorist Defined 
The term aorist is explicit. It is an ideal grammatical 
term. The Greek "present" does not always describe 
present time. There are futuristic presents, historic 
presents, and customary presents. The terms imper
fect and perfect are not perfect in Greek grammar. 
But the term aorist is perfectly descriptive. The 
aorist tense is invariable. All aorists are aoristic. 

The term aorist means "no boundary," "without 
horizon," "nonspecific," "noncommittal," "indefi
nite." The word means "I do not defme." Since Greek 
is an aorist-loving language, it is imperative that the 
tense be stripped of mythological assertions. 

llonmythologlcal Assertloas 
I will present a series of assertions designed to chal
lenge and correct commonly held misconceptions 
about the aorist tense. Biblical examples will follow, 
proving the validity of those assertions. 

The aorist tense does not necessarily refer to past 
time. It is essentially, though not entirely, timeless. 
Even in the indicative, time is not an essential ele
ment of the aorist tense. The following biblical 
examples employ aorist indicatives in ways that do 
not designate past events - they are basically time
less: "The grass withers" (exeranthe, 1 Pet. 2:24); 
"In you I am well pleased" (eudokesa, Mark 1:11); 
"Wisdom is justified by all her children" ( edikaiothe, 
Luke 7:35); "Now is the Son of Man glorified" 
(edoxasthe, John 13:31); "In this is my Father glori
fied" (edoxasthe, John 15:8). These examples appear 
to be timeless in their connections, and show that 
aorist, even in indicative forms, need not refer to 
past time. 

The aorist does not indicate completed action. 
We have just seen this demonstrated, but a few addi
tional examples should be useful. Note that aorist 
tenses (of any mood) need not designate completed 
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actions: "That he might show in the coming ages the 
exceeding riches of his grace" ( endeixetai, Eph. 
26:7); "Guard yourselves from idols" (phulaxate, 1 
John 5:21). Obviously, an aorist may be used with 
reference to completed action, but the mere pres
ence of the tense does not indicate nor even imply 
this. 

The aorist tense neither identifies nor views ac
tion as punctiliar. "Punctiliar" is widely misunder
stood and is inappropriate. A grammatical feature 
can not indicate a "punctiliar act." Vocabulary and 
context can readily do so, but the presence of an 
aorist is no indication. The aorist is neutral. The 
aorist does not "treat," "view," "regard," or "state" 
the action as punctiliar or anything else. Its purpose 
is to refrain from doing so. The aorist merely labels, 
names, or titles the action. Hundreds of examples 
could be used to prove that the mere presence of an 
aorist does not necessarily force you to view action 
as punctiliar. Consider these: "The scribes and 
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat" (ekathisan, Matt. 23:2); 
"So then, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed" (hupekousate, Phil. 2: 12); "But you, when
ever you pray" (proseuxe, Matt. 6:6); "He remained 
a whole two years" (enemeinen, Acts 28:30); "If we 
forgive men their trespasses" (aphete, Matt. 6:14); 
"Do not be anxious, saying, 'what shall we eat?'" 
(merimnesete and phagomen, Matt. 6:31). It should 
be noted that all of the examples from the beginning 
of the article are also applicable here. The aorist is 
not "punctiliar." It is noncommittal. It refrains from 
viewing action as either linear or punctiliar. It ab
stains. The determination of whether a statement is 
punctiliar or is linear must be made on the basis of 
something besides the presence of an aorist. 

The aorist does not indicate once-for-all action. 
This tendency to do "theology in the aorist tense" has 
been so often corrected that I feel like I am "beating a 
dead horse," but the rascal refuses to stay dead! All 
examples cited previously are applicable concerning 
once-for-all contexts. Note additional examples: 
"They loved not their lives unto death" (egapesen, 
Rev. 12:11); "What you heard from the beginning" 
(ekousate, 1 John 2:24); "Trade until I come" 
(pragmateusasthe, Luke 19:13); "Jesus ... went about 
doing good" (die/then, Acts 10:38); "Five times Ire-
ceived thirty-nine stripes" (elabon) ... three times I 
was beaten with rods (errabdisthen) ... three times I 
was shipwrecked" (enauagesa, 2 Cor. 11 :24-25); "All 
the time in which Jesus went in and went out among 
us" ( eiselthen and exelthen, Acts 1:21); "For all have 
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sinned and fall short (hmarton, Rom. 3:23). 
The aorist does not designate the kind of action. 

This is demonstrated every time grammar books di
vide the aorist into categories (e.g., constative, in
gressive, culminative, effective, gnomic, epistolary, 
dramatic, etc.). But surprisingly you must wage war 
with the grammarians at this point. Though it con
tradicts what they say elsewhere, almost to a man, 
they assert that the fundamental idea of the kind of 
action involved is the "one essential idea" in the 
Greek system of tenses. The best way to establish the 
point at issue is to notice several aorists which de
scribe distinctly different kinds of action. Ephesians 
2:2 refers to "continuous past action:" "In which 
you used to walk according to the way of this world" 
(priepatesate). Hebrews 11:5 refers to the action of 
many individuals over many years: "These all died in 
faith" (apgthanon). Acts 5:10 speaks of an "instanta
neous" single act: "Immediately she fell at his feet" 
(epeson). A number of references present "general 
policy" statements: "If you greet only your broth
ers" (aspasesthe, Matt. 5:47); "If you do not watch" 
(gregoreses, Rev. 3:3). 

The aorist is not opposite of the present, imper-
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feet, perfect, or anything else. It is commonly held 
that aorist tense verbs appear to establish a contrast 
with, or even to deny, what is affirmed by another 
tense. It should be evident by now that this is not 
true. The aorist tense is never in contrast with other 
tenses. It cannot be, because it does not assert any
thing. The aorist refrains from affirming what the 
other tenses may imply. It is the general all inclusive 
tense not the specific, exclusive, and contrasting 
tense. Aorist is undefined as to action. Only contex
tual factors permit you to determine whether the ac
tion alluded to is singular or not. A statement may 
affirm these distinctions, but the aorist tense does 
not. The only way to illustrate this point is to show 
examples of arbitrary classifications, noting that 
they are not derived from tense function. Such clas
sifications are derived only from word meaning and 
context. A commonly cited example of an "ingres
sive" aorist is "for your sake he became poor" 
(eptoxeusen, 2 Cor. 8:9). But the aorist merely labels 
the act, he renounced his riches; he impoverished 
himself. Nothing focuses on the beginning of the act. 
Attention is focused only on the fact. 

Let's consider the matter from another angle. Is 
the aorist in "The lion prevailed" (enikesen, Rev. 
5 :5) ingressive, constative, or culminative? It is 
aorist! Any classification comes from interpreting 
the context and could be true regardless of the tense 
used. The KJV translates esigesen in Acts 15:12, 
"keep silence." The NIV translates it as "became si
lent" (constative versus ingressive) which does the 
text actually affirm? Neither! The best translation 
would be noncommittal (like the aorist), "The multi
tude was silent." 

The presence of the aorist does not in itself give 
the slightest hint as to the nature of the action be
hind it. The aorist is neutral, and may describe any 
action or event. This is merely the converse of all the 
negative statements made earlier. It is not necessary 
to provide examples at this point, because the great 
variety of examples already cited demonstrate that 
any "time" or "kind of action" can be described or 
viewed by the aorist. But for the sake of complete
ness, let's examine a few more examples. Matthias 
was chosen from among "those who had accompa
nied" Jesus during his entire ministry (sunelthonton, 
Acts 1:21). Here the aorist describes a "durative" 
event. Similarly, Jesus said, "I always taught" 
(edidaxa, John 18:20) wherever the Jews assembled. 
The same verse says that Jesus "went in and went 
out" among the Jews (eiselthen, exelthen), yet John 

9:28 employs present participles (referring to past 
time) to describe the same "going in and going out" 
( eisporeuomenos, ekporeoumenos) In Revelation 
1:19 John was commanded to write (graphon) the 
things he had seen, and the things which are, and the 
things about to occur (genesthai). Both of these 
aorists refer to future events (for John) that would 
cover extensive periods of time. 

The grammars do not dispute the fact that the 
aorist can describe or view any time or action, 
though their statements are riddled with inconsisten
cies. This makes it easy to err. If scholarly gentle
men, writing in brotherhood journals can be led into 
error by the mistakes of grammarians, then we mere 
dabblers in Greek must be especially careful. Those 
who have not progressed past the level of Ray Sum
mers, Essentials of New Testament Greek or Dana 
and Mantey's A Manual in Grammar of the Greek 
New Testament, should be hesitant to pontificate on 
the Greek. It easily leads to error and unnecessary 
division. Unsuspecting brethren may be deceived, 
which requires embarrassing correction. 
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Withdrawing Fellowship 
By Randy Reagan 

Under discussion in some places is whether 
one congregation may authoritatively with
draw fellowship from another congregation. 

Godly men are seeking to know the truth on this 
matter. 

Formal withdrawal of fellowship is mentioned in 
two places in the New Testament. 

First, in 2 Thessalonians 3:6 the Greek word 
translated withdraw, stello, means to "repress, abstain 
from associating with, avoid, withdraw self" (Strong,s 
Exhaustive Concordance). Second, in 1 Timothy 6:5 
where the Greek word is aphisetmi, meaning "to re
move, instigate to revolt, to desist, desert, depart, 
draw (fall) away, refrain, withdraw self." 

In the first instance Paul is talking about a 
brother who walks disorderly and, in the second in
stance, he speaks about false teachers. 

Romans 16:17 tells us to "mark" those who 
cause dissension among the brethren. There is no in
dication that this involved a congregation, but in
dicts individuals. 

Paul faulted the Corinthian church for tolerating 
gross immorality by one of its members. The dis
ciples were criticized for allowing the situation to 
exist, but the sinning brother was singled out for 
correction "that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus" (1 Cor. 5 :5). This was a matter of an 
individual being corrected by the group of which he 
was a part. 

An editor of a bulletin, attempting to justify one 
local church disciplining another local church, said, 
"When Jesus was speaking to the seven churches in 
Asia. He told them (the church collectively) that un
less they repented he would "remove their candle
stick." The editor states, "When one congregation 
begins teaching things which are against the will of 
God, then they forfeit their fellowship with God and 
thus we cannot have fellowship with them either." 

In the same place Jesus said, "You have a few 
names in Sardis who have not defiled their gar
ments: and they shall walk with Me in white for they 
are worthy" (Rev. 3:4). This was after he had said "I 
know your works, that you have a name that you are 
alive, but you are dead." 
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Were we to accept the editor's conclusion, we 
would withdraw from some who Jesus fellow
shipped. 

How can we know if some within a congregation 
have not "defiled their garments," and therefore de
serve our fellowship because they have the approval 
of Jesus? 

False doctrine was taught in Thyatira (Rev. 
2:20). If that means we could not fellowship the en
tire church, we would condemn the group for the 
sins of some individuals within that group. Christ 
judged them individually (Rev. 2:23 ). 

Candlesticks may be removed, but only Christ, 
as the head of the body, can do that. He alone can 
take that action (Rev. 2:16; 21-23; 3:3). He says, "I 
will remove the candlestick." Taking down a candle
stick is not the prerogative of editors, or elders, or 
deacons, or university professors and presidents, but 
is the jurisdiction of Jesus. 

If the Lord intended for churches to take such 
action against other congregations, he would have 
mentioned it somewhere in the New Testament. 

This is not to say that we should support, or 
even be associated with "unfruitful works of dark
ness" (Eph. 5: 11). Instead, we are to "reprove" sin 
regardless of where it is found. A local congregation 
would have every right to refuse to announce or en
courage another local congregation that says and 
does wrong things. 

We must not bid Godspeed to a working of error 
(2 John 1 :9-11). But there is a vast difference in this 
and in one church attempting to control the teaching 
and activities of another church, by seeking to disci
pline the offending church. 

The Bible makes no provision for an ecclesiasti
cal hierarchy. There is no Bible authority for a Su
preme Bishop or Pope - or elder or editor. If a local 
church does not wish to be a part of an activity of 
another church, it is well within their province to 
abstain. But they do not have the power to control 
and make decisions for the offending congregation, 
nor dictate what other congregations may or may 
not do in their own program of work. 

Here is where the rub comes. Suppose one 



church decided to withdraw fellowship from an
other church~ and sends out a blanket, formal decla
ration of its action. Suppose the church that is with
drawn from keeps right on doing whatever it was 
doing to cause the "disfellowshipping." What can 
the church undertaking to discipline its sister church 
do about it? An .individual within a congregation can 
be shunned by his fellow saints, but what will you do 
with an entire congregation. Suppose a church in 
Nashville withdraws from a church in San Antonio, 
how will the discipline be enforced? 

If church "A" disfellowships church "B," and 
church "C" continues to work with church "B," may 

church "A" fellowship with church "C?" And what 
about other congregations that are in the good 
graces of church "C?" Are they to be shunned? Who 
is to keep track of what and which churches are in or 
out of favor? What if church "N' withdraws from 
church "B" and church "B" in turn withdraws from 
church "A" and church "C" thinks the whole thing is 
silly. What will church "D" do about it? No, by dear 
brothers, we are a "salvation army"- not the Ro
man Army. 

Let each church mind its own business. 
P.O. Box 758 

Wills Point. TX 7 5 169 
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Wiles of the Devil 
By James W. Farris 

W hear the church of Christ is in transition. 
Dr. James D. Bales asked, "In transition 
to what?" 

Indeed, what is the church of Christ becoming? 
What are the goals of the "change agents"? The reli
gious arena is not immune from illogical extremism. 
Some in the church have harvested doctrine stating 
one cannot do what the Bible tells us to do - such 
as being united on the basis of Bible teaching. 

There are those who water down facts explicitly 
commanded in God's word. God's word warns 
against this in Deuteronomy 4:2, and Revelation 
22:19. 

Every word of God is tried: He is a shield unto 
them that take refuge in him. Add thou not unto his 
words, Lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a 
liar (Prov. 30:5-6). 

The present digression is not new. Consider the 
rebellion of Adam and Eve (Ge~. 3:1-19); the 
strange fire of Nadab and Abibu (Lev. 10:1-7); the 
insurrection of Korah (Num. 16); the unsanctioned 
sacrifice of Saul (1 Sam. 13:1-15). 

These examples show conclusively that there 
must be no addition or subtraction to or from the 
words of God. 

Some are deluded by "persuasiveness of speech" 
(Col. 2:4). When one assures another that he is 
saved although he has not followed the commands 

of God, he has deceived that person into thi~g he 
is prepared to meet God in judgment. 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by 
thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do 
many mighty works? And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity (Matt 7:21-23). 
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God loves us ijohn 3:16; 1 John 3:1) and his 
saving grace has appeared (Titus 2: 11). Still, we 
must keep his commandments (Luke 6:46). "For this 
is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: 
and his commandments are not grievous" (1 John 
5:3 ). Without obedience we are "without hope and 
without God in the world" (Eph. 2: 12). 

Liberal digression pleases Satan. We are obli
gated to ."rebuke sharply those who turn men from 
the truth" (Titus 1:11-14). 

Max Lucado is heralded as one who sees beyond 
the teachings of the Bible and has come to view what 
is really important in the eyes of God (Dallas Morn
ing News, Nov. 21, 1998). Max is reported to have 
said mechanical instruments of music in worship, 
taking communion every quarter, and sprinkling in
stead of baptism are fine with him. Max Lucado told 
the reporter, "I don't know how I could represent 
the churches of Christ. We are an ill-defined group." 

The first-century church was dearly marked 
with obvious distinguishing characteristics. 

I do not doubt the sincerity of Max Lucado and 
others like him. But, sincere or not, his teaching is 
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wrong. Being sincere is not a guarantee of being 
right (Acts 23:1). It is possible to be sincerely sour 
and badly amiss. 

Take heed lest there shall be any one that 
maketh spoil of you through his philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, ·and not after Christ 
(Col. 2:8). 

Let no man rob you of your prize by a volun
tary humility and worshipping of the angels, 
dwelling in the things which he hath seen, vainly 
puffed up by his fleshly mind (Col. 2: 18). 

105 W. Market St. 
San Augustine, TX 75972 

(Editor's comment: A friend faxed an article by 
Lamar Alexander [Wall Street Journal, Jan. 1, 1999], 
titled, Watch Out For Weasel Words, with the com
ment "Here is the source of much of the church's 
problem today." The article points out that Teddy 
Roosevelt complained about politicians using what 
he called ''weasel words." Weasels, as most Ameri
cans of the time understood, latch onto eggs and suck 
the yolk out of them, leaving empty shells. Roosevelt 
thought words to some politicians are what eggs were 
to weasels: ''tempting targets on which to attach 
qualifiers that suck the meaning out of them .•• 
George Orwell warned more than four decades ago 
that politics can easily corrupt language, and that 
language, once corrupted, can have corrupting real
world consequences." Orwell wrote, "Our language 
becomes ugly and inaccurate because our thoughts 
are foolish, but the slovenliness of our language 
makes it easier for us to have foolish thoughts." Wea
sel words in the church today are common and on the 
increase. Such faulty language corrupts Bible doarine 
and leaves behind an empty shell. Thanks to Charles 
Bare for calling this to our attention.) Fp 
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Hindrances to Communication #1 
By Jess Hall 

The preacher's work is not finished when the fi
nal period ends the final sentence of the ser
mon. The sermon still must be preached. The 

sermon's purpose is communication, not exhibition. 
The preacher's speaking style and language are im
portant to the extent that they aid in communication. 

Annoying habits that hinder communication limit 
the preacher's effectiveness. Communication is a 
two-way street. The preacher's contribution is speak
ing; the congregation's contribution is hearing. Since 
faith comes by hearing (Rom. 10:17), hindrances to 
communication are serious and must be corrected. 

While the preacher's wife may be a good source 
from which the preacher can be informed about an
noying habits, it is the preacher's duty to examine him
self. The hindrances to communication discussed here 
are to help him get started in that examination. Think
ing about them should suggest others. If all else fails, 
think about annoying habits that you have observed in 
other preachers that hindered your ability to listen and 
to appreciate fully what the preacher had to say. 

1. Pompous attitude: Pomposity rarely affects 
people affirmatively. One preacher was -humorously 
described as being so pompous that he was able to 
"strut sitting down." Humility is more becoming to a 
proclaimer of the spirit of Christ. 

2. Length of sermon: It has been correctly ob
served that the head cannot absorb more than the 
seat can endure. When the sermon lasts too long, the 
hearers will not politely leave, but instead will qui
etly turn off the preacher. As a general rule, there is 
seldom any reason for a sermon to exceed approxi
mately 30 minutes. Sermons often last too long be
cause the preacher does not adequately prepare. 
Winston Churchill once said of one of his speeches 
that it would have been shorter if he had had more 
time to prepare. Truthfully, brevity takes time! The 
preacher who habitually preaches too long may just 
need to spend more time in preparation. The smart 
preacher not only knows what to say and how to say 
it, he knows when to stop. 

3. Poor grammar: Few things are more distracting 
than incorrect grammar. To those who know proper 
usage, poor grammar is like- scraping a fingernail 

across a blackboard. It draws attention away from the 
message to the messenger. It makes one wonder why 
he should believe what the preacher says about the 
Greek when that same preacher doesn't even know 
the rudiments of English. How seriously should hear
ers take one who has dedicated his life to preaching, 
but doesn't take his task seriously enough to learn his 
own language? While there are reasons for not know
ing proper grammar, such as lack of opportunity, it is 
inexcusable for a preacher to remain that way with
out making an effort to improve. 

4. Poor voice and poor use of voice: It is not true 
that the preacher cannot improve his voice. If you 
live in a city with a college, sign up for voice train
ing. More often, it is not the voice itself but the use 
of the voice that hinders communication. 

Some are monotone; they use the same monoto
nous tone whether they are speaking of the betrayal 
or the crucifixion. The voice never rises; it never 
falls. Why should hearers listen if the speaker ap
pears to be so bored with the message that there is 
no emotion in his voice. 

Some are mumblers; they run their words to
gether or enunciate so poorly that they can hardly 
be understood. The first thing said about Jesus 
when he preached the sermon on the mount was 
that "he opened his mouth." 

Some are yellers; they are convinced that the 
louder they speak it, the more it is believed. They 
scare babies and frighten old men. They need to 
learn the difference between lightning and thunder. 

Some are sing-song; they rise and fall for no ap
parent reason. It is not natural. It does not character
ize their speech outside of the pulpit. Someone con
vinced them that sermons require vocal variety but 
failed to teach that inflection and volume should 
match the message; anything less detracts from it. 

For the sake of the hearers and the effectiveness 
of the preacher it can truly be said, "Think on these 
things." While you're thinking about them, work on 
eliminating them. We'll discuss more hindrances in 
the next article. 10880 Memorial Dr. 

Houston. TX 77024 
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Voices from the past 

Peter's Answer 
By C. R. Nichol 

W hen one studies the Scriptures with the 
sole intention of finding something in 
them with which to prove his views or by 

which to disprove the doctrine of another, I fear 
there is an element of dishonesty in that man, 
though he may not be conscious of the fact. The 
Bible should be studied to learn what the Lord has 
said, that we may conform our lives to his teaching. 
That the many conflicting theories held by religious 
groups differing in teaching and practice are not 
taught in the Bible must be evident to all who believe 
the Bible to ~ontain God's revelation to man. By this 
I mean: When one group of people teaches that a 
child of God cannot so conduct himself that he will 
be debarred from heaven, and another group teaches 
that it is possible for a child of God to turn away 
from his righteousness and commit. iniquity an~ do 
"according to all the abominations that the wicked 
man doeth," and that when one is guilty of such, and 
dies in his sins, he cannot enter heaven. The teaching 
of each of these groups cannot be found in the Bible, 
unless -the Bible is self-contradictory. When one 
group of religious people teaches that sprinkling -
or pouring - water on a proper subject by a proper 
administrator is baptism; and another group de
clares that one has not been baptized unless he has 
been immersed in water, it must follow that the Bible 
does not teach both views, unless it teaches irrecon
cilable views! 

Not infrequendy have I found some one who at
tempts to prove some position by reading only a por
tion of a passage, or by suppressing some portion of 
the divine revelation. Some years ago there was 
handed me a leaflet which .had been written by an 
infidel. In the leaflet he was making an effort to 
prove that the Bible contradicts itself. He quoted: 
"Come unto me, all ye that labo~; and are heavy 
laden." Immediately following this passage he 
quoted: "No man can come to me." His comment 
was: "In one passage it says man can come, and in 
the other passage it says no man can come." He at
tributed both quotations to the Bible. Though the 
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words, "No man can come to me," are found in the 
Bible, the Bible does not say, "No man can come to 
me." Is there to be found a man in any section, who 
call read, who does not know that one may be mis
represented by reading only a portion of what he 
said on any given subject? The scriptures do not say, 
"No man can come to me," but the Scriptures do say, 
"No man can come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him" ijohn 6:44). By suppressing 
the words, "except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him," the man misrepresented the Bible and at
tributed to the Lord that which he did not say! 

Some weeks ago a man came to me saying: "In 
view of what you teach, how do you get around this 
passage?" Certainly my reply to him was: "I am not 
trying to 'get around' that passage or any other pas
sage in all the Bible. The passage is right; and if my 
views are not in harmony with that passage, then my 
views are wrong, and it is time for me to revise my 
views, and make them correspond with what the 
Scriptures teach, rather than try to 'get around' 
some passage, or put forth all effort to make the 
Bible correspond with my views." 

If every one who studies the Bible had an ambi
tion to know what the "Lord hath spoken," and be 
governed thereby, denominational walls would 
crumble and factions would cease. Ponder well: 
"Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the 
teaching of Christ hath not God." 

On the day of Pentecost- the Pentecost on 
which the new covenant became operative, the Pen
tecost which was the birthday of the church of 
Christ, the first Pentecost after the resurrection of 
Christ - Peter delivered the initial sermon of the 
Christian dispensation. In his speech he hurled 
against those who heard him the charge of having 
committed murder - of having murdered the long
looked-for seed of Abraham, in whom all nations of 
the earth were to be blessed, the one who was to be a 
descendant from the loins of David and ruler over 
God's people. 

Peter's sermon convinced his hearers that they 



were guilty as charged; and being pricked to their 
hearts, they said unto Peter and the other apostles: 
"Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 

"What shall we do" - for what? Surely the 
question was submitted because they were convinced 
of guilt and were anxious to know what to do to es
cape the punis~ent for their sins, or what to do to 
be saved from condemnation and just punishment 
for their sins. They were seeking some way to es
cape; they desired to be saved. Peter's answer 
opened with ·the command to "repent." 

From. this it irresistibly follows that the people 
who made the)nquiry and to whom Peter delivered 
the command to "repent" _were unsaved; for repen
tance th.e.n, and now, is a condition to be complied 
with before one. can be .saved. "Repent or perish" 
runs the co~and (Luke 13:~). "Repent ye there
fore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out" (Acts 3:19). 

Peter's reply to the convicted sinners surely con
tained the answer to their question - he certainly 
told them what to do to be saved: "Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:3 8). There 
are some who insist that it is not necessary to be bap
tized to be saved, and this answer of Peter to the in
quirers gives them no little trouble. Some teach that 
the prepositional clause, "for the remission of sins," 
cannot mean "in order to" the remission of sins, for 
it contradicts their doctrine; hence, the word "for" 
in the passage must mean "because of." It is a fact 
that cannot be successfully denied that the preposi
tion "for" in this passage does not, and cannot mean 
"because of." But why deluge those who have never 
studied the Greek language with authorities on the 
meaning of the word in this passage? 

I call your attention to the facts which, it appears 
to me, cannot fail to carry conviction to the honest 
heart. If ·we could eliminate the clause "for the re
mission of sins," from the passage, then Peter's an
swer to .the question of. the people would not be 
changed in substance. · 

Peter had preached to the people, had convinced 
them that they were sinners, that they were lost -
that they were unsaved. Not only did they believe 
that they were guilty as charged by Peter, but they 
were anxious to be saved, and from their hearts 
cried: ."What shall we do?" "What shall we do" to be 
saved, certainly. To them Peter replied: "Repent, and 
be baptized." Why "repent, and be baptized"? What 
was the import of the question propounded? They 

were anxious to know what to do to be saved, cer
tainly; and in answer to their question they are com
manded to "repent, and be baptized" - to be saved. 
So certain as the people wished to know what to do 
to be saved, so certain was Peter's reply contained an 
answer to their question, that certain is it that they 
were commanded to "repent, and be baptized". to be 
saved. 

From this study it seems to me that could we 
eliminate the clause, "for the remission of sins," 
from the passage, the fact would remain that the 
people were commanded to "repent, and be bap
tized" to be saved; that the answer of Peter, "Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins," was that they 
might know what to do to be saved. 

To me it seems that one cannot misunderstand 
the passage without the help of some preacher to 
help him miss the plain statement made by the 
aposde. 
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Preacher Warned 
By H. Leo Boles 

Many amusing and even ridiculous things 
occur among religious people. Sometimes 
absurd things occur and are used to up

hold denominational errors. Recently a book titled, 
"History of Denton County Baptist Association," by 
J. N. Rayzor, came to the attention of the writer. 
This is a history of the Baptist Association in Denton 
County, Texas. It was published in 1936 by J. N. 
Rayzor, a Baptist preacher. In the association in Den
ton County, Texas, is a Baptist Church known as "Pi
lot Point." The pastor of that church was "Pastor 
Cole." He is the one that a committee of Baptist 
preachers warned against following the New Testa
ment example. On pages 82 and 83 will be found the 
following amusing incident and the warning given 
"Pastor Cole": 

An incident occurred in the Pilot Point Church 
during Rev. J.B. Cole's pastorate which involved 
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a point of doctrine that subjected Pastor Cole to 
criticism and gave the incident much publicity 
and notoriety. Pastor Cole went fishing one day 
with a businessman who was not a Christian, 
and he availed himself of the opportunity to talk 
to the lost man about his unsaved condition, and 
led him to an acceptance of Christ. Jo Ives, the 
man converted, said to Pastor Cole: "Here is 
water; what doth hinder me from being bap
tized?" Obviously, J.B. Cole thought of the story 
of Philip and the eunuch, and, taking that inci
dent is an example, he led Mr. Ives out into the, 
water and baptized him. Rev. Cole had been a 
Baptist but a short time and was not up on their 
conception of baptism and how and when it 
should be administered. The news of the inci
dent soon spread among the members, and then 
the show began. The following Sunday Mr. lves 
presented himself to the church, asking member
ship, and his application was rejected, and he 
was hurt at the action of the church and turned 
to another church, which readily accepted his 
baptism. The criticism of the pastor caused him 
to ask a committee of eminent brethren to sit in 
judgment upon his conduct - Drs. A.J. Holt, 
J.B. Link, and R.C. Buckner. After reviewing the 
details of the incident, they wrote the church 
advising it to drop the matter, and Cole to go his 
way, but not to repeat the act. 

It will be noted that "Pastor Cole" had read the 
account of Philip and the eunuch as recorded in Acts 
8. He had not been "a Baptist but a short time, and 
was not up on their conception of baptism." He was 
familiar with the New Testament "conception of 
baptism," but was not familiar with "the Baptist con- · 
ception" of baptism. In the emergency of the situa
tion, "Pastor Cole" followed the New Testament ex
ample. When Mr. Ives approached "Pastor Cole" 
and quoted the language of the eunuch, "Behold, 
here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?" 
"Pastor Cole," being unfamiliar with the Baptist 
"conception of baptism," at once led Mr. Ives into 
the water as Philip had the eunuch and baptized him. 
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Of course Baptist teaching would have required 
"Pastor Cole" to submit the case of Mr. lves to a 
Baptist Church and have it vote on the case. If the 
Baptist Church approved, then "Pastor Cole" could 
baptize Mr. Ives. 

The trouble began on the following Sunday 
when Mr. lves presented himself to the church and 
asked for membership. His application was rejected. 
This displeased Mr. Ives and evidently displeased 
"Pastor Cole." It was a repudiation of what "Pastor 
Cole" had done. Mr. lves made application to an
other church, and was accepted, but "Pastor Cole" 
was not satisfied with merely getting his friend into a 
church; he wanted to put to the test his conduct as a 
Baptist preacher. So much criticism had been made 
against "Pastor Cole" that at a convenient time he 
asked "a committee of eminent Baptists to sit in 
judgment upon his conduct." A committee of three 
"Doctors of Divinity" who knew the "Baptist con
ception of baptism" was selected. They met, and "af
ter reviewing the details of the incident, they wrote 
the church advising it to drop the· matter." They did 
not want to see any further trouble arise over the 
conflict between the New Testament teaching on 
baptism and the "Baptist conception of baptism." 
Probably this was good advice to the church from 
the Baptist point of view, but it would have been far 
better for these "eminent divines" to have advised 
the church to follow the New Testament teaching in 
all things. 

This "committee of eminent brethren" did not 
stop with advising the Baptist Church at Pilot Point 
to "drop the matter." It went on record as going far
ther. The committee warned "Pastor Cole" "not to 
repeat the act." It matters not how urgent the case 
may be, "Pastor Cole" is not to depart from Baptist 
usage; he is not to follow the New Testament ex
ample. The New Testament was not to be the guide 
for "Pastor Cole" in his "pastoral services." He now 
had orders from the "committee of eminent breth
ren" to follow and teach "the Baptist conception of 
baptism." The warning given him not to follow the 
New Testament is clear, and the penalty for such vio
lation would likely be meted out to him ·if he bap
tized another person on. a simple confession of faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The church of the New Testament is never called 
the "Baptist Church." There is no authority in the 
New Testament for such a religious organization 
as the Baptist Church. Those who belong to the 
Baptist Church have no guidance in the New Testa-

ment for their church membership nor how they 
shall live in the Baptist Church. Those who go into 
the Baptist Church are guided only by the wisdom 
of man and the traditions of religious leaders, they 
have no guidance from the New Testament as to how 
to get into the Baptist Church nor how to live in 
it. When people cut loose from the New Testament, 
they must follow human traditions. It does not mat
ter very much as to what church one will choose 
to be a member if that one is not going to be simply 
a Christian and a member of the body of Christ. 
When groups of "eminent brethren in a denomina
tion advise the church not to follow the New Testa
ment example, and warn a preacher not to follow in
spired examples revealed in the New Testament, it 
does not matter what church they belong to. One er
roneous way is about as displeasing to God as an
other. Instead of following the adage, "Between two 
evils, choose the lesser," it is better to say, "Between 
two evils, choose neither." If one cannot be right in 
following the New Testament examples, no other 
course can be determined. 

(First published in Apri/1940) 
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Potpourri ••• 

Anonymous wrote, "Isn't it strange that men 
will preach the truth, fret and sweat for it, 
write and fight for it, dig and die for it, but 

will rarely exemplify it in their lives?" 

lateresfiag 
0 In San Francisco's Sunnydale public housing 

complex, residents are allowed to use the commu
nity room for many activities, such as parties and 
outside speakers, including those from the Nation of 
Islam, but not for Bible study. The city's Housing 
Authority says the principle of separation of church 
and state precludes using "federally funded units to 
promote interests in the church" (Newsweek, Dec. 
'98). 

lewsloalsm 
0 Leon Hale in a newspaper column (Houston 

Chronicle, Dec. 8, 1998) told of a man who could 
"report the day's happenings and in the telling revise 
the facts of those events so that they had almost no 
resemblance to truth. Yet he could do this with such 
skill that everybody believed his revision." 

Sounds a lot like some present day "historians" 
who seem to think it is their calling to change the 
annals of the church by re-writing its history. Pshaw! 

Beware 
0 Houston Chronicle (Feb. 7, '98) tells the 

tragic story of Beau Carter Beasley, 12, who killed 
himself with a rifle. Several things jump out from the 
newspaper report. Beau was driven by Marilyn 
Manson music, with its themes of death and defi
ance. The little boy painted his fingernails . black, 
wore black clothes, and joined a group called "the 

. freaks." His mother and father hardly noticed, but 
when warned by school officials they took away his 
black clothes and strange friends. Dr. Marcellus, 
Beau's psychiatrist, said, "Psychiatry can't give a de
finitive answer." Neither Beau nor his parents were 
religious. 

Here are some excerpts from Manson's music: 
"I'm so all-American, I'll sell you suicide 
I'm so totalitarian, I've got abortion in my eyes 
I hate the hater. I rape the raper. 
I am an animal who will not be himself" 

24 = Found!~:! 

"I throw a little fit 
I slit my teenage wrist. 
The most that I can learn 
Is in the records that you bum 
Get your gun, get your gun, 
Get your gun." 
Parents need to pay attention to what their chil

dren are doing, how they are acting, and, especially, 
who their heroes are and what they are listening to. 
It was the consensus of his parents, his schoolteach
ers, and doctors that Beau Beasley murdered himself 
because of the evil influence of Marilyn Manson in 
his life. 

Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt 
g.ood morals. Awake to soberness righteously, and 
s1n not; for some have no knowledge of God: I speak 
(this) to move you to shame" (1 Cor 15 :33-34). 

Is If True? 
0 Clives Staples Lewis once observed, "Most of 

us are not really approaching the subject [truth] to 
~i~d out what Chri.sti~ty says. We are approaching 
It 1n the hope of f1nd1ng support from Christianity 
for the views of our own party." 

Of course this applies to you - not me! 
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face, using the scriptures. 

$6.50 for each copy 
plus $2.75 shipping and handling for one copy 

25¢ shipping for each additional copy ordered 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77 430.0069 



•.. , ,,, .. , 
0 Earl Davis sent us a letter saying, "Just a note 

of appreciation for the kind words in the Feb. FF 
(and personal reference in Travis Boyd's letter -
former preacher at Acuff, my home). I do wonder if 
your readers may not tire of seeing. my name so of
ten. Feel free to mention The Chicago Tribune only. 
By now, most readers will make the connection. 
Thanks again for standing firm for the Bible and 
New Testament Christianity." 

Well, thank you, GF (Good Friend), but honor 
to whom honor is due. As most of our readers know, 
Earl Davis of Chicago supplies us with a wealth of 
information for this column. We think of him as co
author of Potpourri. 
Comparison 

0 In an editorial about the recent impeachment 
trial (Chicago Tribune~ 2/22/99), Charles Krautham
mer makes some statements that E. Davis suggests 
sound mighty like change agents in the church. 

Karautham~er wrote, "[T]his trial was not 
about truth. Truth was not going to alter anyone's 
ultimate vote." The editorial pointed out that one 
Senator "declared publicly" that the president was 
"guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors, then voted 
to acquit." 

The piece points out that another Senator called 
the trial for high crimes a "journey" ("we started out 
on this journey together") and pronounced himself 
pleased "that it was a very, very good day, and I 
think we all felt good." Still another Senator said, 
"Let's be vulnerable. The beauty of what happened 
today is that members [of Congress] were able to let 
their hearts open and be vulnerable." And another 
national leader said, "We are happy, the president is 
happy, and he is happy that we are happy." Krau
thammer pointed out that it was "politics of the 
heart versus politics of the head," and added that the 
nation's leaders "succumbed to the politics of feel
ing." 

The article concludes calling the exercise "this 
sickly sweet atmosphere where truth counts for 
nothing, where politics is psychic gamesmanship, 
and where two lodestars of self-indulgent narcissism 
- comfort and closure - are the ultimate political 
goals." 

Well, it does sound like postmodern fluff where 
truth takes a backseat to feelings. "There is a way 
which seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof 
are the ways of death. Even in laughter the heart is 

sorrowful; And the end of mirth is heaviness" (Prov . 
14:12-13). 

lavorable Verdict 
0 Paige Patterson of Southeastern Baptist Theo

logical Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. called the de
cision to acquit President Clinton "a sad day for 
America." Patterson said the vote sent the message 
that "if you have money or prestigious position or 
both, your behavior can be totally irresponsible and 
reprehensible in the areas of sexual morality, truth
fulness, and faithfulness to personal covenants and 
commitments." Patterson added, "We the people of 
the United States have sown the seeds of the dissolu
tion of our republic." 

0 Bishop Felton May, of the United Methodist 
Church in Washington, D.C., said, "We live in a 
world where consumption, hedonism, and self-grati
fication have increasingly become normal and even 
celebrated." May added, "By every indication, the 
president has grown spiritually as a result of this 
moral defeat and devastation" (Chicago Tribune, 
Feb. 19, 1999). 
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Advertisement 
0 Ad in the classified section of the Christian 

Chronicle (March 1999) reads: "YOUTH MINISTER 
AVAILABLE: Single female ACU graduate with BSW 
seeks youth ministry position. Experienced, excellent 
references, resume available upon request." 

r6ejgeada 
0 A column in Christianity Today ijan. 11, '99) 

calls attention to the disenchantment of many mem
bers of the World Council of Churches (WCC). The 
article reports, "Both Orthodox and mainline 
evangelicals generally are unhappy with the liberal 
Protestant ethos they say dominates WCC debate on 
issues such as feminism, inclusive language in Bible 
translation, same-sex unions, ordination of homo
sexuals, abortion, environmentalism, and popula
tion control." 

The items that have many WCC members crying 
the blues are disrespectful of the Bible. Because of 
pressure brought by the feminist and the homosexu
als the wee agenda calls for alteration of sacred 
scriptures to please radicals, or maybe because they 
are the radicals. 

Intellectual Suiride 
G A professor of drama, Jared Sakren, from Ari

zona State University has been fired. His high crime 
was teaching the works of William Shakespeare. The 
department chair, Lin Wright, explained, "The femi
nists are offended by the selection of works from a 
sexist European canon that is approached tradition
ally." Never mind that Shakespeare wrote the great
est roles for women, from Juliet to Lady Macbeth. 

While Mr. Sakren had his studel)ts perform Mid-
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summer Night,s Dream, his colleagues were. having 
their students put on plays like Betti the Yeti, an 
"eco-fable" about an evil logger who transforms into 
an environmentalist after having sex with a 
Sasquatch (large hairy creature said to be a cross be
tween human and ape). 

Students still read literature, but only as "cul
tural studies." Essentially the cultural studies ap
proach is to use the study as a pretext for talking 
about feminism, homosexual rights, and environ
mentalism (Source: World, Nov. 21, 98). 

lomop6iles 
0 STAMFORD, Conn (AP) -A gay elder's elec

tion to the governing board of a Presbyterian church 
has been upheld by an ecclesiastical court, which re
jected a challenge of members who said the man's 
homosexuality violates church law. 

Wayne Osborne was welcomed with hugs and 
handshakes as the made his way down the center 
aisle of the First Presbyterian Church of Stamford just 
before the start of services Sunday (Houston 
Chronicle News Services, Mat~ 8, ·t999). 

lesurrertlo• 
$ Eighteen months after the International Bible 

Society (IBS) announced it had abandoned its "inclu
sive-language" Bible project, fresh supplies of the 
gender-neutral NlrV Bible (Bright Beginnings) are 
back in circulation. The new printing of the gender
neutral NlrV brings back old questions of commit
ment .to faithful Bible translations. 

The NlrV began life in 1994 as a "simplified" 
gender-neutral version based on the NIY. The ms 
withdrew the NlrV after suffering through a public
relations disaster. R. Albert Mohler, Southern Bap
tist Seminary president, said that the IBS was revis
ing God's Word "to meet the demands of political 
correctness." 

lutes, You Say? 
11 Chicago Tribune (Mar. 5, 1999) has a short 

article about a president's paramour who said that 
she had been involved with a married man before 
and knew the rules. "Those weren't, as it turns out, 
rules about integrity and morality but rather about 
temptation and selfishness and hiding reckless be
havior." 

AloJJireK lloJJirer 
0 Sociobiology is a trendy new fad. Also, it is 

weird. Demonic Males are what is wrong with the 
world, according to this new philosophy. Sociobiol-



ogy is based on organic evolution as an explanation 
of the origin of the species. What it says, essentially, 
is that man is just one step removed from chimpan
zees and they ·are bad ·animals. They murder, beat, 
rape, and also kill their infants. Girl chimpanzees are 
second rate in the chimpanzee world and that makes 
the male chimpanzee vicious. 

Men do the same thing, the theory says, when 
the female is not given dominion. It is not sin or Sa
tan that gives the human race its wicked reputation, 
but male headship does it. 

There is, we are told, a species of ape called the 
bonobo, or pygmy chimpanzee. Among bonobos 
there are no reports of males raping, or battering fe
inale bonobos, or killing infants. The girl bonobos 
are given to lesbianism. Adolescent females often 
find an older female to pair up with. They sit near 
each other; they groom each other. They fall in love. 
Eventually, they become very intimate. They associ
ate with male bonobos only when they want to have 
a baby. 

Unlike regular chimpanzees, the. bonobos do not 
fight. A scene in the rainforest: One afternoon when 
two tribes of bonobos met, they sat down near each 
other in a clearing, and looked each other over. It 
was a standoff. Mter thirty minutes of truce, one fe
male crossed the neutral ground had intimate rela
tions with a female from the other community. The 
bonobos went happily on their way - the wimpy 
males dragging along in the rear. 

Sociobiology says, "Women everywhere have 
much of the same potential as bonobo females to 
change the system ... Bonobos have shown us the 
trap can be broken through female alliances." 

It is important to recognize the dangerous think
ing behind sociobiology. It lacks an empirical basis. 
It is merely theory, built upon theory built upon 
theory." As amazing as it may sound, Hillary Clinton 
is a true believer in sociobiology (Source: World 
magazine, Mar. 6, 1999). 

Evolution has made humans a pack of animals. 
Some have evolved from homos to weirdos, and it's 
the chimpanzees fault. 

flew loolr 
0 Germaine Greer has authored a book tided, 

The Whole Woman, in which she says that women 
aren't liberated, after all. "Instead, as women have 
sought to imitate men, they are more than ever en
slaved to a patriarchal society." 

She condemn~ patronizing politicians who put 

women in high government positions only to turn 
them into obedient sheep." Greer hawks sexual ab
stinence between men and women (remember the 
bonobos). Columnist Kathleen Parker (Chicago Tri
bune, Mar. 10, 1999) wrote: 

The distinction between the two [men and 
women] is important if we're ever going tore
verse some of the bastard offspring of so-called 
equality. Coed wrestling and women in combat 
come to mind, as do sexual promiscuity and the 
trivialization of motherhood. 

Moag t6e Same liae 
0 The church in the beginning of the gospel 

lived in a pagan world. Human life was cheap. Abor
tion and even killing after birth babies were univer
sal. A popular form of entertainment was torture 
and murder in the coliseums. 

The modern church also lives in a pagan world. 
Abortion and partial-birth abortion, which for all 
practical purposes is after birth killing of an infant, 
are nationwide. A popular form of entertainment is 
torture and murder on TV screens, and CD's. 

Two thousand years of progress? 
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0 Postmodernism and deconstructionism have 

become so popular on university campuses that a new 
language has been developed for those interested in 
doublespeak. It is popular among some professors in 
universities run by people professing to be Christian. 
It is called Pomobabble and here are the rules: String 
together words like "hegemonic," "transgressive," 
"narrativity," and "valorization." Re- fer often to 
murky French philosophers. Deprivilege heterosexu
ality by gluing "hetero" to the front of normal words 
creating terms like "heterotextuality. ~ 

This is guaranteed to make you incomprehen-. 
sible. Here is. a recent quote from American politics 
translated into pomobabble: "The negotiating of 
sanguinary tumescence structured by a closure of 
post-coital phallicist transgressivity encodes while it 
marginalizes a physiognomic narrative of frigid 
acquacity." ("You better put some ice on that.") We 
are indebted to John Leo for this information (U.S. 
News & World Report, Mar. 15, 1999). •.. ,.., 

0 Rev. Henry J. Lyons, president of the Na
tional Baptist Convention had trouble distinguishing 
between himself and God. He was convicted in fed
eral court of misappropriation of church funds. His 
lawyers argued that stealing from the church was, in 
fact, accepted practice in the black church and, thus, 
nor really offenses. 

The government produced vollimes of evidence 
that Lyons played fast and loose with the money and 
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the good name of the National Baptist Convention 
to provide himself a lavish lifestyle, including luxury 
cares, fancy homes and even mistresses. 

Lyons actions came to public attention after his 
wife, Deborah, set fire to a $700,000 ~aterfront 
home, that, unbeknownst to her, he had bought 
along with Bernice Edwards, a chtlrch aide and his 
co-defendant in the trial. Edwards was acquitted. 

Mrs. Lyons stood by her husband during the trial 
(shades of Hillary), as has a large arid vocal contin
gent of church members (Chieago 7Hbune, Mar. S, 
1999) ' ,.,. ,.., ,.. ,.,, 

0 AP - JOHANNESBURG - Researches un
veiled a 260-million-year-old fossil that they say bol
sters the theory that South Africa was the place 
where scaly, cold-blooded reptiles evolved into the 
ancestors of furry, warm-blooded mammals. 

James Hopson, University of Chicago, said the 
find was "not earthshaking." He also said the fossil 
was in poor shape and he questioned its age (Chi
cago 1Hbune, Mar. 12, 1999). Yeah, well, me too. ,, .. ,, 

0 Mona Charen, newspaper columnist (Chicago 
Daily Herald, March 12, 1999), made some com
ments about one of the concubines of the Com
mander-in-Chief of the entire United States of 
America.- "That woman" said showing her under
wear to a high-ranking government official she had 
met for the first time only a few hours before, was "a 
small, subde, flirtatious gesture." The "flasher" said 
she only did it because she thought "his" regular 
girlfriend was on furlough. 

The presidential paramour opined that "that 
man's" conflicts on the subject of promiscuity sprang 
&om his "religious upbringing."· ·· · 

ClosiJJg r6011g6f 
And my soul shall be joyful in Jehovah: it shaJI 
rejoice in his salvation. All my bones shall say, 
Jehovah, who is like unto thee, who delivereSt 
the poor from him that is too strong· for him,. 
yea, the poor and the needy from him that 
~obbeth him? Unrighteous witnesses rise up; · 
they ask me of things that I know not. They re
ward me evil for good, to the bereaving of my 
soul (Psa. 35 :9.-12). . · 

Bible lnfonet 
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-England-. 
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. tO a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishen of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-
Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@juno.coni 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
9970t. (907) 4S6-492t. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
87640t, Wasilla; AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Jacksonville· jacksonville church of Christ, Hwy. 
204 across from jacksonville State University. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 
p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 
Nonhpon (Tuscaloosa & Univenity of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 4411a Ave., 
(205) 339-621 t. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
6:00 p.m. A&tive college program. Transportation 
availilble 
Somerville- Union Clilirdi ofChrist, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishen of Matters of THE Faith. 

Craig - Downtown Chu~~h of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia - Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia; FL 34265 

••••• 
Clearwater- Central Church of Christ, 1454 
Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, 
11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 
Davidson, minister. 

••••• 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-72n. ..... 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. ..... 
Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

••••• 
Lakeland - t807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Roben 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne - Church .of North Melbourne, 
meeting in Sherwood School. Sun. 9:30, t0:30 
a.m., 6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. 

Miami - Westwood • i.:ke Church of Christ, 
10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. ..... 
Orange Park - Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 ••••• 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P.O. Box 720482, 

Gilben - Gilben Church of Christ, P.O. Box Orlando, FL 32872). 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 • • • • • 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892- · Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
0720, Dan jones, preacher. of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 

6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (407) 657-0657, Tony 
Williams, youth minister • - California -

Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 
Seal Beach- Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 
Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted Parks. Come worship with us. 
Vualia- West Visalia Church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
preacher. 

..... 
Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) 

••••• 
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m •• <;;:~~ Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (407) 589-5140. Bob Winton, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy t20, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 milesw. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elden: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
Osric, preacher 

-Indiana-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 4n12. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co.- Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

••••• 
Vuginia- Virginia Church of Christ, t114 S. 
20th St., 55792. Sun •. 9:tS, 9:45 a.m., 7 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 741-5205. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, us· Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6!00 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 
Southaven - Southa;;.; Church of Christ, t483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministen. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9,10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4t7) 334-3866. 

• •••• 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. tO, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (9t9) 
9n-7SS6, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Dayton- Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. 

••••• 
Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444 • ..... 
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Pattenon 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (931) 878-t 162. 
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-Oklahoma- Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

Mukogcc - Eastside Church of Christ, 2141 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. 
Kingston 74403. (918) 682-6382. Sun. 9:30, 
10:20 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte L. Evans, 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 preacher. ••••• 

Oklahoma Oty - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hllls Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 

- South Carolina -
Grecr-GreerChurchofChrist,1215 S.MainSt., 
Hwy.14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun.10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Chattanoop - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. •• ••• 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 jU$t off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
W"dmoth preachen. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • • • • • 

CrouviUe - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana R.d., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

••••• 
Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene R.d., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751· 
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

••••• 
Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher • 

••••• 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. john B. Daniels, preacher 

-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom W~er, 
preacher. intemct:http://wcb.wt.ner/-dgal 

••••• 
Bumct-BurnetChurchofChrist,280S S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Ccatral Texas Lecturabip 

. . .... 
Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
R.d. (From IH 45, go S.S miles west on Hwy. 105 
ro Sapp R.d.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 

Bible lnfonet 
httpi//WWW.blble-lnfonet.org/ 
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HunuviUe- 1380 Fkh H:tchery R.d., Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (409) 438-8202 

• •••• 
Hunt- Northeast Chqrch of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. ••••• 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville R.d., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

••••• 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister • 

••••• 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

••••• 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. 

• •••• 
Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 ••••• 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber R.d 77471 (281) 341-7776 Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

••••• 
San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

••••• 
San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

• •••• 
Schertz - Church of Christ, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

• •••• 
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin
Manitowoc -Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 .. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. • •••• 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672· 
6110. 

Firm Foundation 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
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Preachers Wanted 
Minister wanted for the Columbus Ave. Church of 
Christ, a congregation of 125 in Newton, Kansas. 
The ideal applicant would be married and have at 
least five years of experience working as a minister 
in the church. He should be comfortable both in 
the pulpit as well as in member•s homes. He should 
be able to "equip the Saints." A willingness to 
work with the youth is a definite plus. A house, 
owned by the church, is available. If your desire is 
to work with a group of dedicated Christians 
desirous of seeing Christ's church grow and mature 
in their community, we would love to hear from 
you. Send resume and audio/video tape to Church 
of Christ, Attn: Search Committee, 101 Columbus 
Ave., Newton, KS 67114 or call Kenny Umholtz 
(316) 345-8496. 

Gospel preacher needed at Truth or Consequences, 
NM, Church of Christ. Please send r~sum~ to the 
Elders. Thomas J. Mayo, P.O. Box 728, Elephant 
Butte, NM 87935, (505) 744-5578, or Wyndal 
Miller, P.O.Box 1147, Elephant Butte, NM 87935, 
(505) 744-4762 

The Church of Christ meeting at 4th 8c Bois d'Arc, 
is currendy looking for an experienced minister. 
Please mail rc!sumc!, audio tape &: references: Attn. 
Leo Elliott, P.O. Box 1332, Pecos, TX 79772. E
mail lelliott@untravision.net. Phone day 1-800-
588-5131 or fax, night 1·915-445-9333. 

Congregation in Alliance, Nebraska is looking for 
a sound, conservative preacher, who loves the truth 
and will preach it. We are a community of about 
10,000, with the main economy from the Railroad 
and a factory. We have been in existence since 
1962, and now have about 45 in attendance. We 
need someone who will strengthen the brethren 
and help the church grow God's way. We do not 
think truth is relative, but absolute. The church has 
some money set aside to suppon a preacher, but 
will possibly need some additional support in the 
future. Please contact: Allen Bright, (308)762-1566 
day, 762-6751 evening; Stuan Simpson, 762-8002 
evening; or Jerry Allen 762-8382. 

Sound biblically, but balanced, conservative 
congregation is looking for associate/youth minister. 
Must be doctrinally sound and biblically balanced; 
married preferred, but anyone may apply. 
Congregation about 275 members. Livingston 
Church of Christ, 212 E. Cedar St., Livingston, 
TN 38570. (931) 823-1441. 

Education minister needed for congregation of 
approx. 500 members. Please send rc!sumc! to Elders, 
Southgate Church of Christ, 528 Country Club 
Rd., San Angelo, TX 76904. 

Minister position available at Stringtown Road 
Church of Christ, Medina, Texas. Successful 
applicant will be energetic and interested in working 
with children. Medina Children's Home composes 
85% of the 200-member congregation. Competitive 
compensation package. Contact George W. Rose, 
Elder, HCR 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78055; (830) 
589-2871. GWROSE@HTCT.NET 

Associate minister needed: growing congregation 
of 250 needs a man to take a good education 
program and make it top-notch, also to take a 
good youth program and make it excellent. 
Experience necessary. Send rc!sumc! to Eastside 
Church of Christ, 9030 NE Glisan, Ponland, OR 
97220. 

Wanted: We are in need of an experienced 
scripturally sound minister of the gospel between 
30 and 55 years of age. This racially diverse 
congregation of 180 members is led by 5 elders. 
Salary is dependent on experience and education 
(large 3-bedroom home is pan of salary). This 
position will be open after Jan. 6, 1999. Send 
r~sumc! and video tape of recent sermon to The 
Elders, W. Carpenter Rd Church of Christ, G-
2296 W. Carpenter Rd., Flint, M148505. 

Small congregation (about 35 members) in north 
central Florida is looking for a preacher. Will supply 
modem 3-bedroom house plus utilities and small 
salary. Interlachen Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
1884, Interlachen, FL 32148. (904) 684-2824. 

Congregation of 60+ with a pulpit and large 3-
bedroom house to fill. Looking for a well
motivated, spiritually minded minister with family 
to join our family here in Aberdeen, W A. Send 
rc!sumc! and video or audio tape to Church of Christ, 
5121 Olympic Hwy., Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Full-time sound, conservative minister wanted. 
Congregation est. for 35 yrs, ave. attendance 120, 
no elders. Supports missionaries and benevolent 
work, active youth group. Full suppon provided. 
Send rc!sumc! to Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 30680; (770) 867-5511. 

Full-time conservative preacher wanted for small 
(35 +) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL. 
(approx. 20 mi. from Panama City. Will need to 
provide partial support. Ideal for the retired who 
wishes to continue in God's work. Will consider 

Please notify us 
of address changes. 

those interested in part-time work. Please send 
r~sum~ and recent tape to 8004 Alabama Ave., 
Pon St. Joe, FL 32456, or call (850) 647-3525 
after 7 p.m. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher looking for a sound congregation to serve. 
Prefer Texas or the South. Chuck Pearson, P.O. 
Box 866, Ringgold, LA 71068, (318) 894-5370 

Preacher available; 24 year$ full-time preaching, 
last 6 yrs. with current congregation, 10 years with 
previous congregation; 3 years as an elder. Prefer 
congregation in central upper Midwest. Have 
worked in mission congregation 13 years. Would 
consider working in new mission area if supporting 
congregation is available. Extensive radio 
broadcasting background. Joe D. Mitchell (715) 
389-1754. 

Preacher with 20 yrs. experience looking for full. 
time work. Dan Gannon, Rt. 1, Box 168C, Purdon, 
TX 76679. (903) 673-2236~ 

Semi-retired, conservative preacher seeking 
conservative congregation within 200 mi. of 
Wichita Falls, TX. 40 yrs. experience in preaching 
and personal work. KJV used. (940) 644-5210. 

For Sale. 
Shenandoah Lectureship Boob: WhateverHJippelwJ 
to Heaven and Hel/1 (1994)- $17.50; Praaical 
Christianity: Daily Christian Living (1998) -
S 17 .50;Balanad Christianity: Maintaining Biblical 
Balance (1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfindcrs, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Godhud (1998), 
The Two Covenants (1996) $15.00; Dangerotu 
•Jsms (1997) $14.50; The Major Prophets (1995), 
The Proviclenee of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping &: 
handling on single book orders. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. 

The Davidson-Yerkes Debate on Jehovah's 
Witnesses doctrine is now available. Second 
printing. Yerkes affirmed annihilation for wicked, 
no hell. Davidson affirmed eternity .in hell for the 
wicked. $6.00 post pd. Order fromj. L. Davidson, 
13832 Ben Brown, Conroe, TX 77302. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible InStitute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Free room & board and salary available to a 
Christian, single woman who is interested in serving 
as a companion to an elderly lady in Medina;Texas. 
(830) 589-2871 - George Rose 
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Foy E. Wallace ~r. on CD·ROM 
......................... $149.95 

• Contains all 14 of his books 
• References from King James Bible 
• Articles by him from 

• Gospel Advocate 
• Gospel Guardian 
• Bible Banner 
• Torch 

Audio CasseHe Sermon Album 
Vol. 1-4 by Foy E. Wallace ..Jr. 
• 4-volume set (16 tapes) .................................. $59.95 
• Each volume sold separately (4 tapes) •••••••••••. 15.95 

Books available by Foy E. Wallace ..Jr. 

• The One Book ................................................. $19.95 

• God's Prophetic Word •••••••••••••••.•..•...••.•••••••••••• 18.95 

• The Book of Revelation .................................... 18.95 

• The Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit ••••••• 9.95 

• The Gospel for Today ....................................... 22.95 

• An Evaluation of the New International Version 

••••••••••••·•••••··•••••••·••••••••·•·••··••·•·•••••••• 8.95 
• The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••...••••• 8.95 

• Current Issues .................................................... 4.95 

• Commentary/Romans, Galatians, Ephesians •• 18.95 

Order from 
Firm Foundation • 1-800.572-3619 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
May1999 
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Firm FotJndation 
1999 VBS Literature 

LOVE IS 
THE WAY 

Lesson 1: Meat In the Wilderness 
(Exodus 20:2-3) 
Aim: To show that the command to love 
God first Is the foundation of all Christianity 
and service to other people. 

Lesson 2: A Prophet Who Warned Sinful People 
(Proverbs 17:17) 
Aim: To show that our love for God which Is 
the foundation of our Christianity Is 
manifested in the way we love our neigh· 
bors. 

Lesson 3: God's Promise to Provide 
for Our Needs 
(Hebrews 13:1-2) 
Aim: To show that the Great Command 
Second One will lead us to love all the 
people In all the world. 

Lesson 4: Love at Home 
(John 13:35) 
Aim: To show that love In the home Is 
possible when we apply the Word of God to 
our home relationships. 

Lesson 5: Eternal Love 
(Hebrews 1 0:24) 
Aim: To show that Christian love Is so lm· 
portant that we cannot serve God or man 
correctly without it. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1·800·572·3819 

or you can order online 
http://www.blble-lnfonet.orglff/store/1999_ VBS_Materlal.htm 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
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Dallas, TX 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 
knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 1999 
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The Church's One Foundation 
By Stephen Wiggins 

Jesus Christ is the one foundation of the church. 
In Matthew 16-18 Jesus states, "And I also say 
unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this 

rock I will build my church; and the gates of hades 
shall not prevail against it." The apostle Paul reiter
ates the same: "For other foundation can no man lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 
3:11). 

It is fitting that this biblical truth should be 
taught both in sermon and song. When God's chil
dren worship by singing psalms, hymns, and spiri
tual songs they are "teaching" one another principles 
of divine truth (Col. 3:16). That Jesus Christ is the 
one foundation of the New Testament church is pro
claimed every time the saints sing the lyrics: 

The Church's one foundation, Is Jesus Christ 
her Lord 

She is His new creation, By water and the word; 
From heav'n He came and sought her, To be His 

holy bride 
With His own blood He bought her, And for her 

life He died. 

A (atholic (laim 
According to Roman Catholicism the apostle Peter is 
the "rock" upon which the Lord promised to build 
tne church. This claim makes Peter, not Jesus, the 
foundation of the New Testament church. 

A footnote at Matthew 16: 18 in the Catholic 
Douay Rheims Version states that "by the plain 
course of the words, Peter is here declared to be the 
rock, upon which the church was to be built." The 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, approved by Pope 
John Paul II as the "sure and authentic reference text 
for teaching Catholic doctrine," says: 

Christ ... assures his Church, built on Peter, of 
victory over the powers of death .... Peter will 
remain the unshakeable rock of the Church, ... 
Peter, whom he [Christ] had just made the foun
dation of his future Church . ... The Lord made 
Simon alone, whom he named Peter, the 'rock' 
of his Church (pp. 141, 150, 233). 

The Catholic interpretation of Matthew 16:18 
has Jesus saying to Peter, "You are Peter, and upon 
you, Peter, I will build my church." But this is not an 
accurate explanation of the passage. Nor does the 
Greek text justify any such translation. Jesus did not 
promise to build a divine institution, his church, 
upon a human foundation, Peter. 

It is true that the name Peter means "rock." In 
John 1:42 Jesus changed Simon Peter's name by say
ing, "Thou art Simon the son of John: thou shalt be 
called Cephas (which is by interpretation, Peter)." In 
the American Standard Version a footnote on the 
name "Peter" indicates that the name means "rock 
or stone." 

Petros, Petra 

In Matthew 16:18, however, Jesus did not say toPe
ter, "You are Petros, and upon this petros I will build 
my church." Rather, he said, "You are Petros, and 
upon this petra I will build my church." Granted that 
Jesus is here making a play on words that sound 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Demotic StuH 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Integrity without knowledge is weak and useless, 
and knowledge without integrity is dangerous and 
dreadful (Samuel Johnson). 

( 

ommon sense, of course, is just good judg
ment. It is pedestrian (walking around) 
logic. No normal person wants to be 

thought of as lacking this commodity. It is what 
makes us get out of the way when a freight 
train is coming down the track. Still, Emerson 
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said, "Nothing astonishes men so much as common sense and 
plain dealing." 

All profess an abundance of good judgment, but few exhibit it. 
Sometimes the claim of common sense is made on behalf of some
thing that is wonderfully nonsensical. Some think they are dis
playing know-how when they are only parading their own preju
dice. 

Here is an example that comes from somewhere in my 
memory. Suppose you are invited to a dinner and asked to bring 
four bachelors. Everyone knows that a bachelor is a male that has 
never been married. So you invite Fred, who has been living with 
Sue for the last ten years, but they have not bothered to marry. 
You also bring to the dinner Dale and Edwin who are homosexual 
lovers and have been living together for many years. And finally 
you bring Kent, who is five years old, but is distinctly a bachelor. 
Common sense, eh? 

Sometimes we have to use a little ordinary savvy in obeying 
the commands of God. Example: the Bible commands us not to 
forsake the assembly of the saints (H eb. 10:25). We are told to as
semble on the first day ot' the week (1 Cor. 16: 1-2). Corporate 
worship is necessary to properly take the Lord's Supper (1 Cor. 
10: 16-17). Good and well! That is understood and granted. But 
here is a brother who has been in a horrific automobile accident. 
H e is in Intensive Care at the local hospital and not expected to 
live. Sunday comes, and so, of course, you call an ambulance and 
load the unconscious brother into the emergency vehicle and haul 
him to the church building to assemble with the saints, do you 
not? After all you have common sense. 

Another example: here is a deaf-mute who has obeyed the 
gospel. Like all the saints he is told to sing (Eph. 5: 18-19; Col. 
3:16-17). Now everybody knows that deaf-mutes cannot talk 
much less sing. So, since he will not obey this simple command, 



we withdraw fellowship from him and send him to hell. Common 
sense with its sleeves rolled-up, right? 

Humans are made in the image of God. They are not ma
chines. They are unique on planet earth because they have the 
ability to reason, come to sound conclusions, and communicate 
intelligently. (Because they have that ability does not mean they 
use it- sometimes they are a long leap from even getting close to 
using it.) Still, humans can think, but they don't always do it. A rat 
cannot think, but when he sees another rat go in a trap, he stays 
out of that hole. Birds cannot think but they soon learn to ignore 
the scarecrow. Homo Sapiens, with all their vaunted common 
sense, under the allurement and deceitfulness of sin, fall into the 
same trap again and again and again and again. 

Humans have the intelligence to make computers, but they 
cannot instill into the machine emotion, sight, motor coordina
tion, and common sense. Computers are soulless. A friend who 
introduced me to computers explained that the device is nothing 
more than a high-speed idiot. It has no understanding, but it is 
fast. A human would know, for instance, that if Martha who lives 
in Houston has a son named Alvin and Cheryl who lives in Dallas 
also has a son named Alvin that Martha's son is not the same as 
Cheryl's son. Do not expect the computer to know that, unless 
you tell it to the computer, because, you see, the computer can't 
think. It will put all Alvins into the same bin, unless there is a sec
ond sort parameter given to the computer. This gives rise to the 
computer maxim of "garbage in, garbage out." 

Humans can think, but there is no law that requires them to 
use good judgment. They have the ability to ignore the obvious 
and do dumb things because they can put their moxie in neutral. 
This is what makes kamikaze pilots. Humans will jump over the 
fence right at the no trespassing sign. It is unemployed common 
sense that allows a human to smoke cigarettes, drink alcohol, and 
shoot deadly heroin into his veins. He knows these things can 
have disastrous results, but he does them anyhow. Free-floating 
common sense is not common sense at all. Humans who take 
leave of the ability to consider premises and draw necessary con
clusions are as mindless as a computer. 

"Why level downward to our dullest perception always, and 
praise that as common sense? The commonest sense is the sense of 
men asleep, which they express by snoring:l:l (Henry David 
Thoreau). 

The Bible, God's rulebook for the human family, tells us that 
marriage and the resulting home should be permanent and du
rable. God created one man for one woman in the beginning. 
Jesus, commenting on the Jewish perversion of marriage by the 
practice of divorce, said, "But from the beginning it hath not been 
so" (Matt. 19:8). The rule is, "Whosoever shall put away his wife, 
except for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adul
tery: and he that marrieth her when she is put away committeth 
adultery" (Matt. 19:9). The exception proves the rule. If, because 
of intolerable abuse and for the protection of her children, the 
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wife leaves her husband, she is to remain unmarried 
or else be reconciled to her husband (1 Cor. 7:10-
11). That is the rule. Common sense says, Amen! 

Still, we overpower our understanding and sneer 
at a pleasant, continual home atmosphere where the 
children are loved and trained and helped out of 
their adolescent scrapes. The big put down for a 
warm and cozy home-ambience is to call it an Ozzie 
and Harriet arrangement. What could be worse than 
a mother and father loving one another and sacrific
ing for their children? 

Others seek to set aside the divine mandate on 
the permanence of marriage by making the high
sounding but wobbly argument that adultery means 
"breaking covenant" and therefore any divorce is 
adultery and justifies remarriage. This effectively de
stroys the marriage law. People who say these things 
sometime sound sober and fool the gullible into 
thinking that what they say makes sense. The unvar
nished fact is that they are going the wrong way on a 
one-way street. To appease people who have them
selves in an unholy marriage union, or to excuse 
family members, they make a bad argument and call 
it reason. If the argument is any good, Jesus wasted 
his breath in Matthew 19:3-10. But the guy who 
makes the foolish argument thinks he is ventilating 
the fresh air of common sense. 

Homosexual relationships are twisted and bring 
unspeakable misery to all those involved. Common 
sense tells us that even if there is an unnatural sexual 
attraction between two people of the same gender, it 
does not have to be indulged. The people can be 
celibate and in control of their passions. There are 
times when heterosexuals need to take charge of 
their feelings in favor of doing what is right. The 
same is true of those with homosexual tendencies. 
This is self-evidently true and plainly undeniable, 
but we have the strange ability to cut off the head of 
common sense, and demand that perversion be ac
cepted as the norm. It is not enough for two people 
to indulge their vile passions, but they now are de
manding that the even the church sanction their un
seemliness. 

A human being has to deduce the implications of 
what it knows, but only the relevant implications. 
We know, for example, that the whole life of the 
child of God is to be presented to Jehovah as a holy 
sacrifice (Rom. 12:1). We know that sacrifice is wor-
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ship (Gen. 22:5). Someone who has abandoned 
common sense may respond by saying, "If that is 
true, then blowing your nose is worship." There are 
some statements so devoid of reason and good judg
ment that the proper answer is silence mixed with 
pity. One wit has said, "There is nothing more un
common than common sense." Besides, the person 
who makes this quibble is ignorant of the fact that 
the word "sacrifice" is a metaphor in Romans 12:1, 
and a metaphor must not be pressed beyond its obvi
ous and intended meaning. 

We call on men of goodwill to sanctify their 
common sense. 

Wisdom crieth aloud in the street; She uttereth 
her voice in the broad places; She crieth in the 
chief place of concourse; At the entrance of the 
gates, In the city, she uttereth her words: How 
long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? 
And scoffers delight them in scoffing, And fools 
hate knowledge? Turn you at my reproof: Be
hold, I will pour out my spirit upon you; I will 
make known my words unto you. 
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The Church's One Foundation 
(continued from page 1) 

similar and are both defined as "rock." It is equally 
apparent that Jesus uses two separate and entirely 
distinctive words to clearly distinguish between the 
man Peter and the divine foundation upon which the 
church would be built. 

The term that Jesus uses for "rock" (petra) is a 
feminine noun that refers to a ledge of rock. Jesus 
uses the same word in Matthew 7:24-25 in reference 
to the bedrock foundation upon which the wise man 
built his house. The same term is. found in Matthew 
2 7:60 with reference to Jesus' tomb which workers 
had carved out of solid rock. 

Peter's name (Petros), on the other hand, is mas
culine in gender and refers to a boulder or detached 
stone. Ancient Greek literature uses it of a small 
stone or rock that might be picked up and thrown. 
W.E. Vine, in his classic Expository Dictionary of 
New Testament Words, states that petra "denotes a 
mass of rock, as distinct from petros, a detached 
stone or boulder, or a stone that might be thrown or 
easily moved." Then, with specific reference to Mat
thew 16:18, Vine continues, "Here the distinction 
between petra, concerning the Lord himself, and 
Petros, the Apostle, is clear." 

These words, which differ in gender and defini
tion, indicate that Jesus deliberately uses two terms 
which clearly differentiate between the foundation 
the church was to be built upon and the apostle Pe
ter. Brother Hugo McCord seems to capture best the 
way Jesus uses the two words in his Translation of 
the Everlasting Gospel, "And I assure you that you 
are a small rock, but upon this foundation rock I will 
build my called out people." 

Contextual Considerations 
Responsible exegesis of a passage of scripture always 
takes into consideration the context, both immediate 
and remote. When one considers the immediate con
text of Matthew 16:13-20 it becomes apparent that 
the entire discussion Jesus is having with his apostles 
pertains to the identification of himself and not Pe
ter. 

Jesus initiates the conversation by raising a ques
tion concerning his identity in verse 13: "Who do 
men say that the Son of Man is?" Mter the apostles 
reply as to what the opinions of the common people 

were Jesus counters with another question pertaining 
to his identity in verse 15: "But who say ye that I 
am?" It is at this time Peter confesses Jesus' true iden
tity in verse 16: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." Jesus then makes it clear in verse 17 that 
this accurate confession did not originate from "flesh 
and blood," a common expression in the New Testa
ment for human beings. Peter's insight into Jesus' 
true identification did not have its origin in human 
intelligence, learning, or traditions, but in revelation 
from God - "for flesh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my father who is in ·heaven." The nar
rative then ends in verse 20 with Jesus charging his 
apostles that they should reveal his identity to no one 
-"Then charged he the disciples that they should 
tell no man that he was the Christ." 

This contextual consideration argues for inter
preting "this rock" as referring to the revelation just 
made from the Father and confessed by Peter, 
namely that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. The foundation, then, upon which the Lord's 
church would be established is the solid bedrock of 
truth that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah of Old 
Testament expectation and that he was deity, God in
carnate in the flesh (cf. Phil. 2:5-8; 1 Tim. 3:16). 

A consideration of this immediate context does 
not serve to boost the Catholic cause that Peter is the 
foundation upon which the church is built. Which 
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may explain why Catholic commentators are rare in
deed who give any consideration whatsoeve~ to the 
fact that the entire context of Matthew 16:13-20 
pertains to the true identification of Jesus and not 
the apostle Peter. 

The remote context also bears out that whenever 
the term petra is used elsewhere in the New Testa
ment to refer to a person it always refers to Jesus 
Christ and never the apostle Peter. For example, in 1 
Peter 2:8 the apostle, who allegedly was the first 
pope, identifies not himself but Jesus as the "rock of 
offence" to which many stumble (cf. Rom. 9:33). 
Likewise in 1 Corinthians 10:4 Paul identifies that 
"spiritual rock" which accompanied Old Testament 
Israel in the wilderness wanderings as Christ. 

Aramaic Answer 

Catholic proponents are aware that Matthew's re
cording of the Greek term petra does not help their 
cause in making Peter the foundational rock on 
which the church is built. Thus, they counter by ar
guing that Jesus orally taught in the Aramaic lan
guage and not Greek. 

They claim that when Jesus originally spoke the 
words recorded in Matthew 16: 18 he did not use 
two different Greek words, Petros and petra. Rather, 
they assert that the Lord repeated Peter's Aramaic 
name Kepha (Cephas, cf. John 1:42). What Jesus al
legedly said then was, "You are Kepha, and upon this· 
kepha I will build my church." They suppose this 
makes it clear that Peter was the rock upon which 
the Lord built his church. How shall we respond? 

First, why are not Catholics content to stay with 
that which is written? The answer is obvious. The 
passage as recorded simply does not teach that 
which the Catholics subscribe to in doctrine. Thus, 
they conveniently move to that which is not written 
in scripture to bolster their beliefs. By this Catholics 
have their entire doctrinal tenants of papal succes
sion and infallibility resting upon the shaky ground 
of, not sound exegesis of the biblical text, but pure 
speculation of that which is not even recorded 
within scripture. Mankind should be content to let 
the passage speak for itself. 

Second, the inspired text of the New Testament 
was written in Greek, not Aramaic. If we grant that 
Jesus taught orally in the Aramaic language, what he 
may have said as to his exact words is pure conjec
ture. What we do know of a surety is what the Holy 
Spirit recorded in the Greek language. To suggest 
that one must leave the Greek language and go to 
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the Aramaic to better clarify what inspiration would 
have us to know is to impeach the Holy Spirit's work 
of revealing and recording inspired truth. 

Third, the Holy Spirit could have easily employed 
the use of Aramaic terminology in Matthew 16:18 if 
this would have clarified matters. Examples of Ara
maic words in the New Testament are raca (Matt. 
5:22),Eloi (Mark 15:34), andRabboni ijohn 20:16). 
There are even nine places in the New Testament 
where the Spirit refers to Peter as "Cephas," the Ara
maicformofhisname ijohn 1:42; 1 Cor.1:12;3:22; 
9:5; 15:5; Gal. 1:18; 2:9, 11, 14). However, inspira
tion chose not to use Aramaic in Matthew 16:18. 

Jesus Christ is the one, and only one, foundation 
upon which the New Testament church was built. 
No mere man ever did occupy this foundational 
role. Jesus as God-man did become the church's one 
foundation and continues to occupy that role today. 
God expects and demands that we hold this truth 
dear to our hearts. May we continue to proclaim it, 
defend it, and cherish it as an intricate part of the 
saving truth of the gospel. 
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Essentials to Conversion to God 
By James D. Bales 

Aman may be converted to many things, but 
the only being worth being converted to is 
God as revealed in Christ. When speaking of 

conversion, we here mean conversion to God. It is 
not a word or an act with a mysterious meaning, ex
cept as all life is mysterious; but it is something 
which we can understand and explain, in so far as 
we explain any activity. 

A conversion is a complete and thorough turn
ing, usually to go along with another with whom one 
has not been with previous to this turning. 

In conversion to Christ the individual is not pas
sive, as certain phrases in the King James Version 
would imply. It is improper to say "be converted," as 
though the individual was passive in conversion. In
stead of "be converted," the idea is more of "turn 
yourselves, turn ye, turn again." This throws respon
sibility upon man as a moral agent to accept the gos
pel. It is the same idea as implied in: "As I live, saith 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why 
will ye die, 0 house of Israel?" (Ezek. 33:11). 

It is a turning from idols and the world to serve 
God, from sinful conduct unto the new line of con
duct in Christ (1 Thess. 1:9-10; Acts 14:15). It is not 
a mere passive contemplation of God, but a turning 
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to God and his service (Acts 26:18). God imparts 
through his Word, and his messengers, the light; but 
men must walk by the light. Through doing this they 
are freed from sin by the grace of God and brought 
into his service. 

The whole man is involved in this conversion, or 
turnmg. The entrance of his Word enlightens our un
derstanding; our affections are kindled by his love 
for us, our will submitted to his authority, and our 
body brought in subjection to his work. Christian 
conversion is a turning of the whole man to God and 
his service - a turning that is prompted by his Spirit 
working through his Word. 

Jesus' Mission Is to Convert Men to God 
Christ came to offer himself as the sin sacrifice for 
man that he might become unto all them that obey 
him the author of eternal salvation. He is the good 
Shepherd who laid down his life for the sheep that 
he might be lifted up and draw all men unto himself 
ijohn 10:11; 12:32). 

In John 16:7-16 Jesus revealed that the Spirit 
would: (a) Come to the apostles, and not to the 
world, (b) Convict the world of sin, righteousness, 
and judgment, and (c) It must have something to do 
with the truth, for Jesus said that the Spirit would 
guide them into all truth ijohn 16: 13). What he 
taught must have some bearing upon the conversion 
of men. 

John 17:20 reveals that: (a) Some would believe 
on him, (b) through their Word. This implies that: (1) 
They must know the Word- something or someone 
must bring it to their remembrance. Jesus said the 
Holy Spirit would do that. (2) They must preach it. (3) 
The people must hear it (Rom. 10:17). (4) They must 
obey it, for they could not be one in Christ if they 
remained outside of Christ. Without obedience they 
could not come into Christ (Gal. 3:26-27). 

Christ committed his Word and work to his 
aposdes and they to the church ijude 3).1n the great 
commission, Matthew 28:18-20, we find that they 
were to: (a) go, (b) preach, (c) make learners, (d) 
baptize them, (e) teach them further in the way of 
the Lord. All this implies that men must hear, be
lieve, and obey. 
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Mark 16:15-16 reveals that they are to: (a) go, 
(b) preach. How were they to know what to preach? 
Jesus said the Spirit would guide them into all truth. 
(c) Those who receive it by faith were to (d) be bap
tized. Those who do this are pardoned, saved. The 
preacher must preach the gospel that the sinner 
might hear, believe, and obey. 

Luke 24:46-49 reveals that: (a) Christ was to die 
and to be raised; (b) that repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name, beginning at 
Jerusalem; (c) they were to wait until they received 
the promise of the Father. They needed this to 
preach the truth Gohn 16:7). 

In Acts 1:8 they are told to tarry until the com
ing of the Spirit, and then to bear witness unto all 
the world, beginning in Jerusalem. We see from the 
above passages the commission they are under, and 
that the Spirit is to enable them to carry out this 
commission that men may be converted. 

Conversions Under the Preaching 
of the Christ-preachers 

The Spirit came and enabled the preachers to speak 
with other tongues. He brought to their remem
brance Christ's Word, and through the preaching of 
the Word the audience was enlightened as to what 
was taking place, and also convicted of sin, righ
teousness, and judgment. Those who believed asked 
what they must do, and they were told to "Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). Those 
who obeyed were added to the church by the Lord 
(Acts 2:47). The message was Christ crucified, risen, 
and crowned as Lord and Master. The Holy Spirit, 
God, Christ, the preacher, the Word, and the audi
ence, all played an essential parr in the conversion of 
the three thousand. 

In Acts 3:1 to 4:4 we find that the preachers 
worked miracles and preached the Word; those who 
heard, believed, and obeyed, were added to the body 
of believers, which was the body (the church) of 
Christ. 

In Acts 8:26-40 we find the Spirit, the angel, the 
preacher, the prophecy, the eunuch, the message, and 
obedience, all had a part in the eunuch's conversion. 

Saul was on the road to Damascus when a bright 
light shinned round about him and a voice spoke from 
heaven. He saw the Lord. He was blind for three days. 
Ananias had a vision and was sent to Saul. He 
preached to Saul, telling him what to do, Saul arose 
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and was immersed, and God forgave his past sins (Acts 
9:1ff; 22:16). Christ, a preacher, a miracle, the Word, 
a vision, hearing, and obedience had it part in his 
converswn. 

Cornelius saw an angel in a vision, and was told to 
send for Peter. Peter also had a vision while on a 
housetop, and after that the Spirit told Peter to go 
down because three men sought him. He preached to 
Cornelius and his household; the Holy Spirit came 
upon them, as it had upon the apostles in the begin
ning, and they were baptized (Acts 10). The visions, 
the messengers, the preacher, the Word, the audience, 
God, the Holy Spirit, and baptism all played a part in 
these conversions. 

The jailer, in Acts 16, heard the Word from the 
preachers. He believed on Christ, with his house
hold, and they were baptized into Christ. 

Essentials to Conversion to God 
The Holy Spirit. The Spirit brought the Word to the 
remembrance of the early preachers of Christ, and 
working through the Word converted men by con
victing them of sin, righteousness, and judgment. 

God. God sent the Holy Spirit and the Word, and 
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God forga~ and added penitent, baptized believers 
unto the body of Christ (Acts 2:47; Gal. 3:26-27). 

Christ. Christ, the sin sacrifice and Savior of the 
world, came, and through his life, death, and resur
rection made it possible for men to be saved (Heb. 
5:8-9). 

The Preachers. They proclaimed the message. Just 
as surely as we preach that which they preached, we 
speak as the Spirit gives utterance. We today do not 
have the power to perform miracles, as did the 
apostles. 

The Message. It was not just any message, but the 
gospel of Christ, the words of the Word, which 
they preached. Without it there can be no conver
sions to God. The Bible teaches that in the conver
sion of sinners to Christ the Spirit does not operate 
upon their hearts independent of the Word, but 
through the Word. We must not preach the Spirit
alone nor the Word-alone theory of conversion, but 
the Spirit working through his words. Where the 
Word has not been preached, we do not find any 
Christians (Rom. 10:17; Heb. 11:6; 2 Thess. 1:8-9). 

The Audience. They had to hear, believe, and 
obey. Those who did not hear, those who did not be
lieve, those who would not repent, those who would 
not be buried with Christ in baptism that they might 
arise to walk in newness of life, were not converted to 
Christ. 

We see that God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, the 
message, the messenger, and the audience, all have 
an active part in the conversion. 

Nonessentials to Conversion 
If the ability to speak in tongues upon the part of the 
audience is essential to conversion, then the eunuch, 
Saul, or those on the day of Pentecost were not con
verted. 

If speaking in tongues upon the part of the 
preacher is essential to conversion, then neither the 
eunuch, Cornelius, nor Saul were converted. 

If being directed by an angel to go to a man is 
necessary, then the people at Pentecost were not con
verted. 

If seeing a light is essential to conversion, as in 
the case of Saul, then the eunuch was not converted. 

If seeing Christ, as Saul saw him, is essential to 
conversion, then those upon the day of Pentecost 
and the household of Cornelius were not converted. 

If a vision is essential, such as in the case of Cor
nelius and Saul, then the eunuch was not converted. 

Peter, James, and John were not converted, if 

speaking in tongues was necessary to conversion. 
They were converted to Christ long before they spoke 
in tongues. 

If a personal invitation by the voice of Jesus is 
essential, such as his early apostles and disciples re
ceived, then those upon the day of Pentecost were not 
converted. 

The great commission did not say that every one 
of the above items were essential to conversion to 
Christ. Jesus did say the gospel must be preached (and 
it was necessary for the Spirit in a miraculous manner 
to guide the apostles into all truth that they might 
preach it). The people were to hear, believe, and do 
that which was required of them. Penitent believers 
were to be immersed. A refusal to do that would have 
indicated a refusal to submit to God's will. 

Conversion Today 
When we preach the gospel of Christ as it is written, 
we are preaching that which is essential. In doing so 
we do not leave God out, for he through his Spirit 
has furnished the message and the means; we do not 
leave Christ out, for he is our message; we do not 

· leave the Spirit out, for he works through the Word; 
we do not leave out the preacher, the Word, the 
hearing, the believing and the obeying. 

If one has heard and obeyed the gospel, then he 
has been converted to God. He does not have to re
ceive "feelings" to know that he is converted and 
forgiven; rather, he has to believe and obey. God will 
do what he promised. He that believeth, and is im
mersed shall be saved (Mark 16:15-16). 
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Ter • Giv • Er • Sate 
By Sidney Capshaw 

J esus warned that wolves dressed as sheep will 
appear (Matt. 7: 15), and lead many astray 
(Matt. 24: 11). Paul warns of grievous wolves 

that would come from within the church, speaking 
perverse things (Acts 20:29-30). 

False teachers use scripture out of context to at
tempt to have their way. In the church today the ploy 
that leads to apostasy is the young people (ages 
3 0-40), who want entertainment and excitement. 
They say they are bored with biblically correct wor
ship services. They want to turn the solemn convo
cation of New Testament worship into a circus. 

From personal experience, we know that the 
technique used is to stress a hypocritical love that 
will not abhor the evil nor cling to the good (Rom. 
12:9). Love that is wasted in words and does not 
emphasize obeying the commands of God is an 
abomination. A fundamental principle of the gospel 
of Jesus is: "If ye love me, ye will keep my com
mandments" Gohn 14:15). 

Mawkish love is the devil's deceitful device. It 
downplays the words of God and the need for abso
lute obedience. Sincere love is commendable and can 
be recognized because it will insist on obedience to 
the commands of God. 

Jude warned of a deadly apostasy that he saw ris
ing in the church. His language is sharp and may 
seem harsh, but flows from true love orchestrated by 

Class study book for teen-aged young ladies 

by Vessa Harper 

Written in response to requests from mothers of 
junior and senior high girls, this book is designed 
to help teenage girls as they struggle to make the 
rigth decisions in the every day problems they 
face, using the scriptures. 

$6.50 for each copy 
plus $2.75 shipping and handling for one copy 

25¢ shipping for each additional copy ordered 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430.0069 

10 June 1999 
t:irm Foundation 

the Holy Spirit. Consider them in full and taste the 
full force of the rebuke of inspiration. 

For there are certain men crept in privily, even 
they who were of old written of beforehand 
unto this condemnation, ungodly men, turning 
the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and de
nying our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Now I desire to put you in remembrance, 
though ye know all things once for all, that the 
Lord, having saved a people out of the land of 
Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed 
not. And angels that kept not their own princi
pality, but left their proper habitation, he hath 
kept in everlasting bonds under darkness unto 
the judgment of the great day. Even as Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, hav
ing in like manner with these given themselves 
over to fornication and gone after strange flesh, 
are set forth as an example, suffering the pun
ishment of eternal fire. Yet in like manner these 
also in their dreamings defile the flesh, and set 
at nought dominion, and rail at dignities. But 
Michael the archangel, when contending with 
the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, 
durst not bring against him a railing judgment, 
but said, The Lord rebuke thee. But these rail at 
whatsoever things they know not: and what they 
understand naturally, like the creatures without 
reason, in these things are they destroyed. Woe 
unto them! For they went in the way of Cain, 
and ran riotously in the error of Balaam for hire, 
and perished in the gainsaying of Korah. These 
are they who are hidden rocks in your love
feasts when they feast with you, shepherds that 
without fear feed themselves; clouds without 
water, carried along by winds; autumn leaves 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the 
roots; Wild waves of the sea, foaming out their 
own shame; wandering stars, for whom the 
blackness of darkness hath been reserved for
ever. And to these also Enoch, the seventh from 
Adam, prophesied, saying, Behold, the Lord · 
came with ten thousands of his holy ones, to ex
ecute judgment upon all, and to convict all the 
ungodly of all their works of ungodliness which 
they have ungodly wrought, and of all the hard 
things which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him. These are murmurers, complainers, 
walking after their lusts and their mouth spea
keth great swelling words, showing respect of 
persons for the sake of advantage. But ye, be
loved, remember ye the words which have been 
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord jesus 
Christ; That they said to you, In the last time 



there shall be mockers, walking after their own 
ungodly lusts. These are they who make separa
tions, sensual, having not the Spirit Uude 1:4-
19). 

Peter (2 Pet. 2) speaks of their "pernicious" ways 
- highly injurious to the church (v. 2), their love of 
money (v. 3 ), their walking in lust (vv. 10, 12), eyes 
full of adultery (v. 14 ), servants of corruption. (v. 
19). Please note these expressions are used as refer
ring not to the world, but to leaders in the church. 

The words of these prophets are being again ful
filled and the gospel of Christ, in its beauty, simplic
ity and purity, is being sullied not from without, but 
from within. The departures from truth include 
changing the role of women, dedicating babies, testi
monials, dramatic plays, special music, praise teams, 
clapping, swaying, waving of hands. All of these are 
not for the praise of God but for the enjoyment and 
entertainment of the audience. People demand to be 
titillated no matter that it distracts from worship 
that is in spirit and truth Qohn 4:24). 
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(This article was written in 1940 and is reproduced because the vision of brother Hudson was accurate and 
the thing he greatly feared has come upon us. The galloping apostasy in the cht:trch today, lead mainly by the 
universities operated by our brethren, has caused a root of bitterness to spring up - the rancor of which is self
defeating. What sectarianism could not do, our own foolishness may accomplish. Anyway, let us heed Paurs 
earnest admonition. His words ring out like pistol shots, "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, 
be strong.'') 

Liberalizing Our Views 
By John Allen Hudson 

Issues must change from time to time, but prin
ciples remain the same. There is so much against 
fixedness in the changing conditions of the 

world that the apostle Paul exhorted the Corinthians: 
"Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un
movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 

There was in the associations of that church such 
a tremendous force working to uproot them that he 
felt it necessary to warn them. Heathenism was all 
about. The licentiousness of a corrupt heathen wor
ship was ever endangering them, threatening to lead 
them astray. They might become so tolerant of these 
ever-present evils that they should be led first to smile 
at, then to embrace, and then to live in such evils. 

Christianity and heathenism had no proper fel
lowship. It had to be one or the other. And so he 
said: 

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbe
lievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness? and what communion 
light with darkness? and what concord hath 
Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that be
lieveth with an infidel? and what agreement 
hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are 
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them and walk in them; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be 
ye separate, said the Lord, and touch not the un
clean thing,; and I will receive you (2 Cor. 
6:14-17). 

It will be seen that Christianity is an uncompro
mising religion. It cannot coalesce with other things, 
such as heathenism, without losing its vital qualities. 
It must remain pure and unadulterated. Its followers 
and supporters must be uncompromising in their 
convictions, for they implement Christianity. Hence, 
the exhortation to be "stedfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord." 

Some stand pugnaciously, with a vicious, or 
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near-vicious, attitude toward the world. They have a 
defiant, truculent attitude toward all forms of error. 
They successfully repel invasion. They are set might
ily for the defense of the gospel. But likewise they 
repel the sinner with the sin! They are not the sort 
who can make new converts rapidly. Grim and for
bidding in their stern convictions, they have un
lovely characters toward those who are without and 
sometimes hateful dispositions toward the saved. 

Then there are weaklings, who perhaps duly be
lieve, but lack the character to stand. Error is not re
pelled. It walks right over them. They are timid souls. 
They fawn upon all that approach. Unwary, unsus
pecting souls, they are the victims of designing men 
and women who propagate error. This is the other ex
treme. 

Really, are such extremes necessary? 
On the whole, the natural tendency of any move

ment is to liberalize its views over the years. Herein 
lies a great danger. The stalwarts, set for attack, are 
hardly enough to stay the tide. Compromise is liable 
to be all too general. 

Causes of Ll•erallzlng Our VIews 
When a movement gets under way, it usually does so 
from a hard background. The beginning of the effort 
to restore the church of the New Testament by the 
Campbells, et al., for example, came from a rancor 
and bitterness and a narrow and mean sectarianism 
that made it necessary in the minds of these men to 
try to give the original church again to the world. 
Out of such heat and controversy as they had to go 
through, there comes a definite conviction and a 
clear view. With the passing of the years, the contro
versial side cools; and others come on the scene who 
lack the historic perspective to see what this whole 
effort means. They also lack the clear vision to see 
the full significance of such a thing; and, hence, 



from the be$inning, the cause passes, in their case, to 
less qualified defenders. Liberalization is a part of 
the natural process. 

Another cause of liberalization is that naturally 
others will come into a cause or movement who wish 
to bring some of their former convictions. This in 
the long-range view is very serious. A large body of 
less informed, who also have still their own views to 
add to what they accept, will in time radically 
change a thing. 

Sectarianism has crept into our ranks in some 
measure in this respect. Some of the people in the 
churches of Christ today are semi-sectarian. They 
were not fully converted when they came. And then 
some of them had friends and companions whom 
they deeply loved, and so from the start had a great 
tolerance of the errors held by those friends and 
companions. They weaken the general cause by that 
much. It is almost impossible for a movement to re
tain its original clarity of view and singleness of pur
pose because of this element. 

The semi-sectarians in our midst today do not 
want the old Jerusalem gospel preached with vigor, 
because they so deeply respect their friends and 
companions who hold such views. They want a 
go-easy, tread-lightly sort of preaching. Their friends 
need to be respected. 

Another reason for liberalizing our views is found 
in the changing mass of religious society itself. There 
has been a general softening of religious claims all 
along the lines, so far as sectarianism is concerned. 
This is the cause, too, of the weakening, not only of 
their party lines, but of the whole mass in its appeal to 
the world. And to the great losses sustained by some 
of the denominations, such as the Methodists from 
1926 to 1936. The Methodists, according to the cen
sus report of the Federal Government, in that time 
lost a million members! The Baptists lost about two 
hundred thousand. The Disciples of Christ (Christian 
Church") lost about one hundred seventy-five thou
sand. The whole mass has, therefore, become soft
ened. Denominationalism is breaking up. No longer 
does it believe anything for certain. 

Living in this day and surrounded by these con
ditions, this liberalization has been passed on to 
many in the churches of Christ. This liberalism is all 
about us, tearing at all of us. How to maintain an un
compromising view of the everlasting gospel when 
beset by such conditions is a most serious problem. 
But maintain an uncompromising view of the ever
lasting gospel and the sanctity of the New Testament 

church we must, or else the work the Lord has for us 
to do will be seriously retarded. 

The only thing that can make us stand firmly is a 
positive conviction of the saving power of the gos
pel, and its alone proper appeal to the world. Given 
this understanding we shall weather the troubles 
about us. 

Society moves in cycles, and it moves en masse. 
The stern views of the old Calvinistic period, so 
powerful in many parts of the world for generations, 
have gone. The Pilgrim fathers would compromise 
with none. Hence, the heretics, the witches, and oth
ers of that ilk, were fastened in stocks and harried 
otherwise so that the faithful might be preserved. 
Since that day there has been a gradual change. It 
seems that sectarianism is on the way out. 

If the church of our Lord stanas against this gen
eral deterioration, it will take strong convictions. 
Our leaders and preachers need to take careful view 
of this whole matter, evaluate the thing, in the light 
of problems as we now face them, and go about 
building a better world for tomorrow. The church of 
our Lord need not be wrecked, in spite of the wreck
age all about us, if the members and preachers know 
what it is all about and realize that the truth of our 
Lord can never compromise with error. 

Even if the members are weakened here and there, 
a strong line of preachers can save the day. It will con
tinue to be true that as the priest is so will the people 
be. As the preachers preach, so the members will be
come. Therefore, we need strong and kind defenders 
- defenders who strike terror and draw at one and 
the same time. These weakening conditions herein 
mentioned must not be temporized with by the 
preachers of the everlasting gospel. The church of our 
Lord is facing a great crisis, and also a great opportu
nity. Valiant souls will win the day. 
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Pure in Heart 
By T. Pierce Brown 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:8, "Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God." It may be that 
he was talking for the benefit of the Pharisees 

to whom he said in Matthew 23:25, "Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean 
the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within 
they are full of extortion and excess." However, the 
words and principle are applicable to all men every
where. 

It might be well to note here a very important 
point. Their mistake was in this case the same basic 
mistake that they frequently made and many of us 
make. They did not understand the "essence" of 
cleanliness. Before we can properly understand any 
subject, it is probable that we need to understand the 
"essence" of that subject. That is true with baptism, 
marriage, worship, purity, or any other subject. It is 
a great tragedy that the so-called "church fathers" 
got so involved in the discussion about the "essence" 
of God that they raised such a cloud of dust that they 
obscured the face of God from those who followed 
or tried to follow their loquacious verbosity and 
theological discussions. 

Eusebius and others had such great disagreement 
that such statements as this were included in the 
creeds and those were excommunicated who dfd not 
subscr~be to the exact wording: "That he is consub
stantial with the Father then simply Father only who 
begat him; and that he is of no other substance or es
sence but of the Father." Since none of them could 
tell what substance or essence the Father was, they 
could argue and fight over whether they should use 
the term "homoousios'' or "homoiousios." 

So, we need to understand that while the "es
sence" of the purity that makes any difference is to 
have purity in the heart, and Jesus pronounced a 
blessing on those who were pure in heart, the terms 
"pure"· and "purity" are not all internal. One needs 
to have a body that is pure, and a life that is pure, 
and be pure from the blood of all men because we 
do not shun to declare unto them the whole counsel 
of God (Acts 20:26-27), have a pure religion Games 
1:27), and just be pure inside and out, both in heart 
and action. 
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If we can develop the habit of probing more 
deeply into the "real meaning" or essence of any 
subject with which the Bible deals, we can surely 
have a deeper appreciation of that subject. One of 
the problems with that is that there are some areas 
where we cannot truly understand the "essence" of 
the person or thing about which we study. It is true 
with the Father and the Son. If one tries to give an 
exegesis of Philemon 2:6 about Jesus being in the 
form of God and tries to tell us in no uncertain terms 
exactly what the form or essence of God is, either he 
or we will discover something about his ignorance, 
humility or arrogance. 

We can do better than that, however, with the 
"essence" of baptism and other subjects. Some in the 
denominational world would suggest that the "es
sence" of baptism is all spiritual, since we must be 
born of God (1 John 3:9), and born of the Spirit 
ijohn 3:6). Since it is spiritual, then it is entirely of 
the Spirit, they teach. We have no problem with the 
idea that the "essence" of scriptural baptism is spiri
tual, for no ritual of baptism is worth anything di
vorced from the spirit and the understanding. But to 
conclude that therefore "baptism is entirely spiri
tual" is wrong. The same thing is true with marriage, 
worship, or almost any other important thing. A per
son who thinks that the "essence" of marriage is the 
ceremony (and some who have elaborate ceremonies 
costing tens of thousands of dollars seem to "lean 
that way") are terribly wrong. Equally wrong are 
those who say "since the essence of marriage is a 
commitment to each other, then marriage is entirely 
a matter of internal commitment. The ceremony is 
merely an act produced by commitment, and should 
not be called 'a ceremony of marriage' for the real 
marriage is wholly an internal thing." 

The same principle is true with worship, love, 
purity or any other subject. If there is not love in the 
heart, no act that would normally be assumed to 
demonstrate love is worth much. That is true, 
whether the act is a verbal statement, "I love you 
with all my heart" or whether it is giving your body 
to be burned or giving all your goods to feed the 
poor. That does not prove, however, that it is proper 



to think or speak of love as being entirely internal. 
Love that is entirely internal would be worth little, if 
anything. This is why John says, "Let us not love in 
word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth" 
(1 John 3:18). The "essence" of love is the willing
ness to sacrifice what we are and have for the wel
fare and pleasure of another. But "love" as the Bible 
defines it involves more than an inward decision. It 
"suffers long and is kind" or as John put it in 1 John 
5:3, "This is the love of God, that we keep his com
mandments." That is, keeping his commandments is 
love demonstrated, just as wanting to keep his com
mandments and the will to sacrifice what we are and 
have for his pleasure is the "essence" of love. 

So, be loving by doing acts of love, after having 
the love of God shed abroad in our hearts (Rom. 
5 :5). Be pure by doing acts of purity, after having 
purified your souls in obedience to the truth unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren (1 Pet. 1:21). Wor
ship God in spirit and in truth Oohn 4:24) and pay 
homage to him by doing the specific acts of worship 
he designed to show that we understand that the "es
sence" of worship must be a pure, loving and con
trite heart that leads us to do all we do in word or 
deed to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
Cookeville, 1N 38501 
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The Power of Negative Thinking 
By Bob Cruse 

The psychological disposition known as a 
"positive mental attitude" is not a product of 
modern thought. It was lifted straight from 

the mind of Jesus. He taught and practiced it every 
day of his earthly life. Unlike modern counselors, 
however, he recognized and taught that there is a 
time and place for a negative mental attitude. 
Preachers today whose sermons are void of negativ
ity do not follow in his steps. 

Jesus taught his disciples repeatedly that "hell" is 
real. He vividly described this fiery place and 
warned that it will be the eternal home of the wicked 
(Matt. 5:22, 29-30; 10:28; 23:15, 33). 

His "negative" tirade against Scribes and Phari
sees (Matt. 23) produced a powerful positive benefit 
in the hearts his disciples. God needs people, they 
learned, whose speech and behavior are blended to
gether into a life of complete sincerity and loyalty. 

The Savior's doctrine that marriage is a lifelong 
commitment between one man and one woman was 
intensely negative among the Jews. In a 
divorce-ridden society similar to ours, he fearlessly 
taught that fornication can sever a marriage and jus
tify a remarriage. His disciples learned that divorce 
for any reason except fornication creates adulterous 
unions (Matt. 19:3-9). 

Modern disciples cannot fail to understand his 
stinging rebukes of those who teach "as doctrines 

the commandments of men." To Christ, they were 
vain worshippers (Mark 7: 7). He described "false 
prophets" as "ravening wolves" whom, disguised in 
"sheep's clothing", threaten the spiritual security of 
God's people (Matt. 7:15ff). 

Jesus once lashed out at Peter in a far from gende 
tone. "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to 
Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, 
but the things of men" (Matt. 16:23). His "negative" 
remarks to Peter on this and other occasions undeni
ably helped mold this man into a committed disciple. 

Christ scolded Jewish leaders for taking scripture 
lightly. "Have you not read" and "it is written" were 
among his favorite phrases. Negative words are of
ten the only way to correct men who "twist" the 
scriptures (2 Pet. 3:16). Negativity, used appropri
ately, can stop the flow of weak Christians into the 
fold of "change agents." Correcting the gainsayer is 
always negative. 
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(C.R. Nichol was converted from the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Chattanooga, but soon 
moved to Texas where he spent most of his preaching career. He was a scholar and a speaker of great ability, 
and an unparalleled debater. This is one of a series of articles he wrote on Apostasy - a subject he mastered. 
His book, The Possibility of Fatal Apostasy, has not been equaled. The Firm Foundation is pleased to retrieve 
this valuable study.) 

Apostasy 
By C. R. Nichol 

It is my wish that you study with me the question 
of the impossibility of apostasy. Calvinists hold 
that it is impossible for a child of God to so 

conduct himself that the Lord will finally reject him. 
Baptists subscribe to this teaching and at this point 
they hold with their immediate ancestors, Primitive 
Baptists, in insisting that when one becomes a child 
of God there is nothing he can do which will bring 
to his soul damnation. Of a child of God, Calvinists 
say they can neither totally nor finally fall away from 
the state of grace, but shall certainly persevere to the 
end and be eternally saved. 

This perseverance of the saints depends, not 
upon their own free will, but upon the immutability 
of the decrees of election. 

Among Baptists there is not complete unanimity 
touching the possibility of a child of God commit
ting a sin. By this I mean: Some of them insist that 
when one becomes a child of God, it is impossible 
for that one to sin; and that when they pray for for
giveness, they are asking God to forgive the sins 
their bodies committed, because their spirits after re
generation cannot sin. Some others of this church 
hold that the spirit of the regenerated person not 
only can and does sin, but cannot be lost. 

Mr. Ben M. Bogard has for some years been an 
outstanding defender of Missionary Baptist doctrine. 
He asks himself some questions, and gives his an
swers, as follows: 

My soul sin? No. Has Brother Bogard ever 
sinned? In my soul I do not. I am as perfect as 
God himself as far as my soul is concerned. 
Then what about my body? It does sin 
(Hardeman-Bogard Debate, pp. 109, 310). 

The gendeman evidendy means by the foregoing 
that it is as impossible for him to sin as it is for Jeho
vah to sin. This view he entertains will have atten
tion in a subsequent article. 

Calvinists insist that the unsaved man cannot do 
one thing in becoming a child of God. They say one is 

16 ~i: Found!~!: 

chosen unto salvation - not by reason of "faith or 
good works or perseverance in either of them, or any 
other thing in the creature, as conditions, or causes 
moving him thereunto." By them it is argued that one 
cannot do one thing in becoming a child of God; and 
having been made a child of God, he can in no way 
change his relationship to Jehovah and certainty of 
heaven. Baptists insist that one must become a child of 
God; that in becoming a child of God, the man must 
obey certain specific commandments. That the sinner 
can "resist the Holy Spirit," can refuse to "come" to 
Christ, can "put the word of God" from himself and 
continue to sin. But when one becomes a child of God, 
it is not possible for him to commit any act, or a series 
of acts, which will bring him into eternal condemna
tion. That when one becomes a child of God, he is just 
as certain for heaven as if he were already there, the 
door shut and locked and the key thrown away; that 
it is impossible for a child of Cod to turn back from 
following the Lord. 

The Israelites complained, insisting that Jehovah 
did not deal righteously with them. God's way, they 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for the Christian 

By Leory Brownlow 

This volume is devoted to the development of the 
children of God in everyday Christian living. Herein 
are presented teachings and principles given in the 
Bible, which, when properly applied, should be of 
practical help to the Christian in facing every situation 
of life. 
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declared was "not equal." To them God said: 
The soul that sinneth it shall die .•• But if the 
wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath 
committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he 
shall not die. All his transgressions that he hath 
committed, they shall not be mentioned unto 
him: in his righteousness that he hath done he 
shall live. . .. But when the righteous turneth 
away from his righteousness, and committeth in
iquity, and doeth according to all the abomina
tions that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? 
All his righteousness that he hath done shall not 
be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath tres
passed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in 
them shall he die (Ezek. 18: 20-24.) 

I have been amused at some of the things Bap
tists have said about the foregoing Scripture in their 
effort to escape the plain teaching, as it appears to 
me. More than one of the men I have debated with 
have contended: 

Ezekiel is speaking of capital punishment sent 
on men when they sin .•.. Capital punishment, 
for instance, took a man out and killed him for 
picking up sticks on the Sabbath day; killed an
other for committing adultery ••.• It was a legal 
righteousness they stood in. Ezekiel 18 says that 
if a man depart from his righteousness, he shall 
die in his sins. 

The careful reader will not overlook the con
trasts drawn by the prophet: "If the wicked will turn 
from all his sins ... and keep all my statutes, and do 
that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he 
shall not die. . .. In his righteousness that he hath 
done he shall live." Now see the contrast: "But when 
the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, 
and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all 
the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall 
he live? . . . In his sin that he hath sinned, in them 
shall he die." Whether he lives a righteous or sinful 
life, a man dies the physical death. Then what death 
is it that the man dies when he turns away from his 
righteousness? Only those blinded by a false doc
trine can fail to understand that "the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die." The wicked man will "live" if 
he turns away from his wickedness and doeth the 
commandments of the Lord. Will that be simply 
physical life? Is it not a fact that he lives the physical 
life even though he does not turn from his sins? But 
says the Calvinists and the Baptists: The death the 
righteous man will suffer if he turns from his righ
teousness is "capital punishment" simply this and 
nothing more - that is, the man who committed 
adultery was legally executed, killed physically. He 

was too corrupt to live on earth among, decent 
people; he had become an undesirable citizen. Kill 
him and let his soul go on to heaven - too mean for 
earth, but, being a child of God, his soul cannot be 
lost, so it soars away to heaven! Believe it who can? 

lOng Saul 
In debating the possibility of a child of God being 
lost, I asked the opposition to study with me the case 
of King Saul. I called attention to the fact that he 
was of the tribe of Benjamin, was the first king of Is
rael, anointed by God's order (1 Sam. 10:24). He 
had the assurance that God would be with him. To 
him Samuel said: "And the Spirit of Jehovah will 
come mightily upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy; 
... for God is with thee. . .. And the Spirit of God 
came mightily upon him, and he prophesied" (1 
Sam. 10: 6-10). But Saul sinned against Jehovah in 
refusing to do his bidding. "Then came the word of 
Jehovah unto Samuel, saying, It repenteth me that 
I have set up Saul to be king; for he is turned 
back from following me, and hath not, performed 
my commandment" (1 Sam. 15:10). To Saul, Samuel 
said: "Jehovah is departed from thee, and is become 
thine adversary" (1 Sam. 28:16). Later, Saul com
mitted suicide (1 Sam 31:4-6). An opponent in de
bate made the reply: "Yes, the Spirit came upon Saul, 
and that was all. That does not intimate that he was 
a saved man; the Spirit coming upon Saul is no proof 
that he was a child of God." It appears to me that the 
man who makes such a contention about Saul is hard 
pressed, and is seeking to defend his position rather 
than teach the truth. In the good Book it is said the 
Spirit came "upon David." "Then Samuel took the 
horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his 
brethren: and the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David" (1 Sam. 16:13). But the Spirit coming upon 
David did not signify that he was approved by God, 
said my friend. The Spirit came "upon" Gideon 
ijudges 6:34); the Spirit came "upon" Jesus (Matt. 
12:18; Luke 4:18); and the Spirit came "upon" King 
Saul. But my friend insisted that the coming of the 
Spirit "upon" them did not even suggest that such 
was an indication that they were children of God. 
No? Peter said: "The Spirit of glory and the Spirit of 
God resteth upon you" (1 Pet. 4:14). The Spirit 
came "upon" Saul. Later the man Saul turned from 
following the Lord, committed suicide. Was he lost? 
(More to follow) 

(Originally printed in the Gospel Advocate, April18, 1940.) 
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A Sacrifice That Lives 
By Lindell Mitchell 

A row has broken out over the extent to which 
you may say "a Christian's life is a living sac
rifice" (Rom. 12: 1). It is a pointless contro

versy. Paul prohibited participation in such contro
versy because it is "unprofitable and vain" (Titus 
3:9). I have no intention of violating that apostolic 
command by fanning the flames of a foolish brawl. 
We will be in the Lord's presence soon enough, and 
it behooves no one to arrive there wrangling over 
foolish questions. 

Exposition 
Paul's lays the foundation for all Christian service 
when he says, "I appeal to you, therefore, brothers, 
through the mercies of God" (connecting this appeal 
with the previous section) "present your bodies a liv
ing sacrifice." This is drawn from the technical lan
guage of sacrifice. The passionate request is to 
"present a sacrifice - a sacrifice, living, holy, accept
able to God." It is a figurative use of sacrificial lan
guage. 

When prophets fight against sacrifice (Amos 
5:21ff; Hosea 6:6; Isa. 1:10ff; Jer. 7:2ff; 1 Sam. 
15 :22) it is not due to opposition to sacrifice, but is 
because the original purpose of sacrifice has been 
abandoned. 

Occasional recognition that praise and worship 
(doing God's will in faithfulness, and love) is the true 
sacrifice, does not change the concept of sacrifice. 

The idea of sacrifice is present in the teaching of 
Paul in a figurative sense, an edifying picture of the 
self-offering of Christ to death. It is also present in 
the Christian's self-offering to God. In Paul, the figu
rative concept of sacrifice is a help toward under
standing the basic saving fact of the death of Christ. 
Similarly, in his portrayal of the nature of the Chris
tian life he chooses metaphors from the sphere of 
the sacrificial cultus. Because of the mercy of God, 
the saved are to bring sacrifices of thanksgiving. 
They are to give themselves to God. They are to live 
for him, as .he would have it. Life is a sacrifice - the 
direct opposite of the offering of an animal's life in 
cultic sacrifice. To bring one's self, one's will, one's 
actions, completely to God, is now the meaning of 
sacrifice, as in Paul and Peter. 
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"Living" (zoman) is used to contrast the sacrifice 
of daily living with the daily killing of an animal. 
The. concept of sacrifice has been transposed across a 
double line - from cultic ritual to everyday life. 

"Holy" (hagian) continues the cultic image. The 
sacrifice is set apart - dedicated to God. "Holy" 
does not have ethical content within itself, this is de
rived from the context. It is a consequence of belong
ing to God. "Acceptable or pleasing" (euarestos) al
most always appears with reference to God. With 
Jewish animal sacrifices it was always a question as to 
whether they were holy and well pleasing to God. 
Presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice is a sacrifice 
that is holy, or well pleasing to God. 

"Your reasonable religion, your spiritual wor
ship" (ten logiken /aterian humon), stands in opposi
tion to the preceding phrase. The ongoing use of 
cultic language is deliberate. Paul has in view not 
merely a sacrifice offered by the mind, but a sacrifice 
expressed in the physical bodily reality of everyday 
living. 

Appllcatloa 
Men serve the law of sin more directly with the body 
then any other member. Thus, we must present our 
body, which is the seat of sin, to God. It must be a 
holy, living sacrifice. Our body is the instrument of 
our actions. When it is presented to God, it means 
he solely governs our actions along with their instru
ment. 

The most striking thought is that our bodies are 
to be a "living sacrifice." "Sacrifice" (Thusia - from 
thuo, "to let'go up in smoke") refers to a sacrifice 
that is slain. 

We have a strong paradox: our bodies are pre
sented like animal sacrifices, yet not like them, to be 
slain. Still, like them to be totally made God's, that 
during all of life they are as good as slain. 

Paul noted in Romans 6:11 that this surrender of 
one's body to the Lord occurs by means of life and 
death combined. The sacrificial death in Paul's mind 
is easily seen. It is the crucifixion (Gal. 2:20; 5 :24; 
6:14). The similarity to Jesus in this "living sacri
fice" extends to his resurrection and endless life; "as 
living from the dead" (Rom. 6:13). 



"Your bodies a living sacrifice" is a beautiful ex
pression striking many notes. There is likeness and 
difference as far as all bloody sacrifice is concerned. 
The difference implies vast superiority for the sacri
fice of our bodies. When the sacrifice is complete, 
those bodies not only live, they partake of a higher 
life. It is a life destined to and blessed in eternal life. 
This sacrificial-life is the result of the Lord's death 
and resurrection. 

If works have nothing to do with salvation, why 
demand a continual "living" sacrifice? 

In the Law of Moses four sacrifices were de
manded, as McGarvey and Pendleton correctly ob
served. Two of these sacrifices were offered before 
propitiation, and to obtain it. These were sin and tres
pass offerings. Christ is our propitiation. He offered 
the never-to-be-repeated expiatory sacrifice for us. 
We are pardoned; justified, and saved by his priceless 
blood. If the system of sacrifice had ended with propi
tiation and expiation, there would be no biblical 
symbolism requiring Christians to do anything sacrifi
cial. But two additional sacrifices were offered after 
propitiation and expiation. The burnt-offering in 
daily worship as well as on occasions of joy and 
thanksgiving (2 Chron. 29:31-32). The peace-offer
ing spoke of restored communion and fellowship with 
the Lord. 

Christians have been exempted from sin and tres
pass offerings by the cross. They have not been re
lieved of the burden of burnt and peace offerings. 
Burnt offerings required consumption of the whole 
carcass in flames, symbolizing the utter consecration 
of the offerer to God's service (Ex. 29:38-42; Num. 
28:3-8). The animal's life stood for the man's life. 
Though the purpose and motives of sacrifice have 
changed so that expiation gives way to communion 
and thanksgiving; though the sacrifice of a dead ani
mal has been supplanted by the living perpetual of
fering of one's entire life, sacrifice still essentially re
quires a consecrated, sacrificial life. 

The perpetual character of the sacrifice is implied 
by the term living. Animal sacrifice ended when the 
body was consumed in flames - not so with the 
Christian's sacrifice. In presenting himself he is to 
"reckon himself dead unto sin, but alive unto God in 
Christ Jesus" (Rom. 6:11-13). The Christian's death 
leads instantly to his being alive (Rom. 6:2; 7:4; Gal. 
1: 19-20; Col. 2:20; 3:5-1 0; 1 Pet. 2:5). As a living 
sacrifice he must maintain and perpetuate his holiness 
and acceptability as an odor of a sweet smell, lest he be 
a cast away (Eph. 5:2; Phil. 4; 18; Lev. 1:9). 

Paul emphasized the "body" as the substance or 
sacrifice. Our fleshly nature is referred to in the 
Bible as the seat of sin, which must be transformed 
into the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 
This reference to the body is a powerful correction 
to the heresy that Christian life is purely spiritual 
(Gal. 5:13; James 2:14-26). 

Summary 
Paul's beautiful admonition redefines sacrifice for 
Christians. He appeals to the sacrificial worship lan
guage of Judaism to make his point. The imagery is 
rich and vibrant. Paul's point is that every Christian's 
whole life is to be offered up to God as a holy living 
sacrifice. Three powerful figures of speech are called 
upon. A synecdoche is used to put the Christian's 
physical body for the person himself. The physical 
body is the means of contact with sin. In Christ, it 
must be wholly offered to God's service. A strong 
paradox is introduced when the sacrifice lives. This is 
quite unlike the Mosaic system, but it is very much 
like a Mosaic sacrifice in that it is totally dedicated 
and wholly consumed. A lovely metaphor teaches 
that a Christian's life is a living sacrifice. Whatever 
God's man does in word or deed is to glorify the Fa
ther. Such beautiful language, such clear expression 
of thought- why do brethren insist on fighting over 
it? Everyone known to me realizes it is metaphorical 
language. Still some are determined to fight over a 
figure of speech. How sad! 

Long ago Chrysostom, an Ante-Nicene church 
father, asked: 

How can the body become a sacrifice? Let the 
eye look on no evil, and it is a sacrifice. Let the 
tongue utter nothing base, and it is an offering. 
Let the hand work no sin, and it is a holocaust. 
But more, this suffices not, but, besides, we 
must actively exert ourselves for good; the 
hand giving alms, the mouth blessing them that 
curse us, the ear ever at leisure for listening to 
God. 

Some say it is not possible for the Christian to 
live in perpetual sacrifice. This is silly; just read the 
rest of Romans twelve. Paul tells us exactly how to 
be a living sacrifice. First, we refuse to give ourselves 
to the world (Rom. 12:2). Second, we give ourselves 
as a living sacrifice by giving our talents to God 
(Rom. 12:3-8). Third, we live a life of love (Rom. 
12:9-16). Fourth, we do good to our enemies (Rom. 
12:17-21). 
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19th Annual 

Cane Ridge 
Cane Ridge Meeting House 1791 

Restoration Lectureship 
"The Unity of the Spirit" 

-July 29-August 1, 1999-

Thursday, July 29 
6:45p.m ................... Gospel Singing ................................................................................................................. Todd Walker 
7:30p.m . .................. The Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace ............................................................ David Pharr 

Friday, July 30 
9:00a.m ................... Every Wind of Doctrine ............................................................................................... David Hester 

10:00 a.m ................... One Spirit ......................................................................................................................... Jerry Moffitt 
11 :00 a.m ................... One God and Father ...................................................................................................... David Pharr 
12:00 p.m ................... Guided tours of restoration sites (lunch enroute) ......................................... Everett Donaldson 

.......................... .. ............... .. ........................ .. ................................................................. George Rogers 
6:45p.m ................... Gospel Singing ................................................................................................................. Todd Walker 
7:30p.m ................... One Body ...................................................................................................................... Bill Lockwood 

Saturday, July 31 
9:00a.m ................... Walk Worthy of Thy Calling ......................................................................................... Jerry Moffitt 

10:00 a.m ................... Let Him Who Stole, Steal No More ........................................................................ Bill Lockwood 
11 :00 a.m . .................. Unity in the Restoration Movement .......................................................................... Ad ron Doran 
12:00 p.m ................... Lunch provided by North Lexington congregation 

1 :30 p.m ................... One Baptism ................................................................................................................... Dub McClish 
Ladies Class: The Truth Is in jesus ........................................................................ Dietlinde Spears 

2:30p.m . .................. One Hope ....................................................................................................................... David Hester 
6:45 p.m ................... Gospel Singing ...... ........................................................................................................... Todd Walker 
7:30p.m ................... Speaking the Truth in Love ........................................................................................... lester Kamp 

Sunday, August 1 
9:30a.m ................... One Lord .......................................................................................................................... Lester Kamp 

10:30 a.m ................... One Faith ......................................................................................................................... Dub McClish 

-Afternoon worship at the Cane Ridge Meeting House-
3:00p.m ................... The Cane Ridge Story ......................................................................................... Everett Donaldson 
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Potpourri ••• 

I t has been said, "The church that marries the 
spirit of the age becomes a widow in the next 
generation." The Bible puts the same thought 

more cogently, 

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we 
drift away from them. For if the word spoken 
through angels proved stedfast, and every trans
gression and disobedience received a just recom
pense of reward; how shall we escape, if we ne
glect so great a salvation? which having at the 
first been spoken through the Lord, was con
firmed unto us by them that heard; God also 
bearing witness with them, both by signs and 
wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will 
(Heb. 2:1-4). 

Contemplation 
I have wept in the night 
For the shortness of sight, 
That to somebody's need 
Made me blind: 
But I never have yet 

Felt a twinge of regret 
For being a little 
Too kind! 

How far Is Too lar7 
ctOprah Winfrey is quoted as having said about 

the sorry state of American TY, "Unless you are go
ing to kill people on the air... there comes a point 
when you have oversaturated yourself." 

Amen, Miz Winfrey, Amen! 

Betton 
0 Randy Becton (Herald of Truth) is reported to 

have told his students what not to say (Feb. 1999 
ACU Lectureship). He observed, "Phrases like 'you 
ought,' 'you must,' 'you shouldn't' don't fit into a 
spiritual conversation." He then said, "They give off 
a sense of judgment, and that's the last thing people 
want to hear." Becton claimed, "Christians of all de
nominations must be inclusive and not judgmental if 
they want to be successful" (Abilene Reporter News, 
Feb. 25, 1999). 

(We wonder, of course, about that "Christians of 

all denominations" statement. Is he saying that de
nominationalism is okay.) 

Paul was told to enter the city and there it will be 
told thee "what thou must do" (Acts 9:6). Oops! Not 
must! Maybe "it would be nice if you, ... " or maybe "if 
you don't mind ... " or "will you do me a favor?" But 
Jesus did not have the benefit of Randy Becton's in
sight into the human psyche; he used the "m" word. 

The Holy Spirit told Paul to write, "Or know ye 
not that the saints shall judge the. world? and if the 
world is judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the 
smallest matters?" (1 Cor. 6:2). Judge? You gotta be 
kidding! The Holy Spirit obviously did not attend 
Randy Becton's class and so he used the "j" word. 

Even the meek man Moses said over and over, 
"Thou shalt not." How rude! Moses never read 
"How to Win Friends and Influence People," so he 
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used the negative. Told the Jews what they 
"shouldn't do." Too bad, he used the "s" word. 

Paul told Timothy to reprove and rebuke (2 Tim. 
4:2). He told Titus to reprove sharply and with all 
authority (Titus 1:13; 2:15). jesus said, ''As many as 
I love, I reprove and chasten: be zealous therefore, 
and repent" (Rev. 3:19). 

Have you thought about how judgmental Paul 
was when he wrote: 

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these: fornication, uncleanness, lascivious
ness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealou
sies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, 
envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; 
of which I forewarn you, even as I did forewarn 
you, that they who practise such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 

Paul thought some things were wrong and said so. 
The apostle of Jesus to the circumcision thought 
some people are going to go to hell, with never a 
thought about whether people wanted to hear what 
they needed to hear. 

"Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer 
each one" (Col. 4:6). That means we must exclude 
tasteless insipidity. The words of the Spirit are never 
jejune, but neither are they ungracious. Let us em
phasize grace but not to the neglect of the salt. 

Mercy Killing 
@Euthanasia is a Greek word meaning "good 

death." Dr. Jack Kevorkian has been convicted of 
second degree murder and faces a possible 10 to 25 
years in jail because he killed a man in the name of 
humanitarianism. The victim, Thomas Youk, did ask 
the doctor to kill him, and he was suffering and so 
that justifies murder. Kevorkian was the judge, jury, 
and executioner (Chicago Tribune, Mar. 28, 1999). 

United Methodists 
@Greg Dell, a United Methodist Church preacher, 

was removed from his job for blessing a homosexual 
union. His "Bishop," C. Joseph Sprague, said, "This 
(blessing homosexual unions) is the stalking-horse in 
the church today. It haunts us." Neal Fisher, president 
of Gan;ett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, a Meth
odist institution, lamented the Dell punishment as 
"pitting righteousness and justice against compassion 
and mercy;" which is another way of saying that grace 
dispenses, or should dispense, with law (Chicago Tri
bune, Mar. 28, 1999). 

Dell was quoted (Chicago Tribune, Mar. 27, 
1999) as saying, "When they [homosexuals] bring 
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you a relationship that is filled with love and com
mitment, that understands the mystery of God in 
that love and commitment, and when they say to 
you, 'We want the blessing of God on that relation
ship,' you do that as a privilege." 

The alternative, of course, is to tell them tore
pent, but that would be telling them they 
"shouldn't," and it would judge them, and tell them 
what they "ought" to do, and that's a no-no. If you 
don't think so, ask Randy Becton. 

What would Greg Dell do if a pedophile man 
brought a seven-year-old boy to him and said their 
illicit sexual relationship was filled with love and 
commitment, that understands the mystery of God 
in that love and commitment, and said to him, "We 
want the blessing of God of this relationship." In his 
farewell sermon Dell said, "I don't want to be part 
of a church where people feel backed up against a 
wall and have to follow rigid legalism" (Chicago Tri
bune, Mar. 29, 1999). 

It is going to get worse before it gets better. 

I'm Olcq. You're OkGY 
ODonna J. Blaha, advocacy chairperson for 

PFLAG, wrote (Chicago Tribune, Mar. 29, 1999): 
I belong to an organization called PFLAG. Our 

mission is: To promote the health and well-be
ing of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered 
people, their families and friends, through sup
port to cope with an adverse society; education 
to enlighten an ill-informed public; and advo
cacy, to end discrimination and to secure equal 
civil rights." 

Is the Cure the Bane 1 
$George Herbert said, "Hath some fond lover 

tic~d thee to thy bane?~, Homosexual men infected 
with HIV "think the new HIV medicines are going to 
save their lives, although there is no assurance of this 
at the present time .... The drugs also allow many HIV 
positive men'to remain healthy enough to be sexually 
active, thus increasing the chances that the disease 
will spread" (World, Feb. 13, 1999). 

Good Question 
0 Marcus Borg at the Union Church in Hinsdale 

(near Chicago) began his lesson by slowly intoning a 
prayer, "0 Lord Jesus Christ, you are the light of the 
world: bring peace to our minds and love to our 
hearts." 

Borg then pushed the idea that Jesus of history 
did not consider himself to be the Messiah and that 
all titular references to Jesus as the Son of God, Son 
of Man, Lamb of God, Word of God, Wisdom of 



God, the Bread of Life and so on were all metaphori
cal descriptions applied to Jesus after the fact by his 
followers. A puzzled woman raised her hand and 
asked Borg, "Then who were you praying to just 
now?" (Chicago Tribune, Apr. 2, 1999). 

look Ouf - If's Coming 
OA half-dozen students, some with guitars and a 

bass, jumped from their seats in the Judson College 
chapel and burst into song. 

In moments, they had the audience erupting into 
whoops and hollers more reminiscent of a pep rally 
than a holy worship service. 

The members of the campus vocal ensemble 
have perfected the art of lifting their voices and play
ing instruments for God. And by fall, many of the 
students will learn to add video, dramatic adaptation 
and public speaking to make worship service more 
compelling. 

Thanks to a $90,000.00 anonymous donation, 
they will be the first students at the Christian school 
to have the new undergraduate major of worship 
arts, which combines music, drama, multimedia, and 
Bible study (Chicago Tribune, Apr. 2, 1999). 

Tennessee Bible College 
"Bible-Centered Higher Education" 

•Two-year 
preacher program 

• B.A. degree 
in Bible 

• M.A. and Ph.D 
in Christian Doctrine 
and Apologetics 

• Approved for 
V.A. benefits 

• Faculty dedicated 
to Bible authority 

• •set for the defense 
of the gospel" 
Phil. 1:17 

-Is this for you?-

Visit our campus or website for more information 
1616 McCulley Drive 

Cookeville, Tennessee 38506 
www.tn-blblecollege.edu 

(931) 526-2616 • (931) 372-7258 fax 

"Brethren, be not children in mind: yet in malice 
be ye babes, but in mind be men" (1 Cor. 14:20). 

"If therefore the whole church be assembled to
gether and all speak with tongues, and there come in 
men unlearned or unbelieving, will they not say that 
ye are mad?" (1 Cor. 14:23). 

But let all things be done decendy and in order" 
(1 Cor. 14:40). 

Allll-Chrlsl 
0 Bob Djurdjevic, columnist (Washington Times, 

Sunday, Jan. 4, 1998) sounded a frightening warn
ing. "Hate," he wrote, "is back in vogue in America. 
But this time hate is displaying its ugly face as a dic
tatorship of minorities ... anti-Christian venom is be
ing spread across America ••• being disseminated by 
the New World Order." 

OThe ACLU demanded the city of Saint Ann, 
Missouri remove a nativity scene from in front of its 
City Hall, and won (by the way, we are not fans of 
nativity scenes) ... How long will it be before the 
ACLU demands that the town of Saint Ann change its 
name? After that, how long will it be before the ACLU 
tells the citizen's of Saint Ann to renounce their faith? 
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Penecutlon 
OThe London Telegraph (Oct. 25, 1998) pub

lished a story about the plight of Christians in Egypt, 
where some "have been subjected to horrific cruci
fixion rituals, raped and tortured by the security 
forces." 

"Apart from the crucifixions, teenage girls have 
been raped and babies as young as three months sav
agely beaten," the Telegraph reported. 

Seized in groups of S 0 at a time, many were 
nailed to crosses, or manacled to doors with 
their legs tied together, than beaten and tor
tured with electric shocks to their genitals while 
police denounced them as 'infidels.' An 11-year
old boy, Romani Boctor, was hung upside down 
from an electric ceiling fan and tortured as the 
fan rotated. Young girls were raped and mothers 
were forced to lay their babes on the floor of the 
police stations and watch police beat them with 
sticks, the Telegraph said. 

Among ,,, rom6s 
OA judge has ruled that Boca Raton can tear 

down crosses, stars of David and other monuments 
in the municipal cemetery because the decorations 
are not essential for religious practice. 

Judge Kenneth Ryskamp said that families who 
decorated graves with religious symbols, plants, 
stones, and other items would not have their reli
gious rights trampled if they cannot keep the decora
tions. About 400 families sued the city to stop re
moval of the items (Our thanks to Carroll Bennett 
for sending a clipping from the Arkansas Democrat 
Gazette, Apr. 2, 1999). 

s,., lome 
OWorried about possible 2000 computer prob

lems, the men's ministry Promise Keepers is cancel
ing plans to hold rallies at state capitals on New 
Years Day 2000. 

Law enforcement officials in several states have 
expressed concerns about "the prospects of large 
gatherings, public safety personnel needs and too 
many unknowns connected with Y2K," Promise 
Keepers spokesman Steve Chavis said. 

Members of the Christina organization are being 
encouraged to say at home with their families and 
practice their faith there (Arkansas Democrat Ga
zette, Apr. 2, 1999 - more thanks to Carroll 
Bennett for sending this notice). 

We suspect that it is better for husbands and 
fathers to be at home with their families and exert 
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spiritual guidance than it is for the men to gather in 
a football stadium and scream and holler about how 
much they love Jesus. 

Jo refl'l 
OAccording to Newsweek (Apr. 5, 1999), Paul 

Boden of the Coalition of Homelessness, on a plan 
supported by San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown to 
provide that city's panhandlers with machines to ac
cept credit-cards and ATM donations, said, "I think 
there's a couple of levels where it is just bizarre." 
Yeah, well, me too. 

led llag 
ORaymond N. Haynes, State Senator andRe

publican Whip from the great state of California, has 
just released a memorandum. He warns that making 
its way through the halls of the California Congress 
are bills promoting homosexuality and bisexuality to 
schoolchildren. 

One bill would result in homosexual curriculum 
and promotion of homosexual "marriage" to stu
dents in K-12 public schools. Quotas for homo
sexual instructors would be indirectly pursued, and 
federal "hate crime,, funds would be used to punish 
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schools that resist the gay agenda. If this bill passes, 
religious sehools could be banned from interscholas
tic sports leagues, and students at religious colleges 
could be prohibited from receiving state financial 
aid. 

Another piece of legislation, SB 1260, would re
quire homosexual curriculum to be taught to school
children as young as kindergarten, including man
dated training sessions on "homophobia" 

Still another bill, AB 1001, is called, Tax Funded 
Investigations & Fines Against Citizens Who Oppose 
Homosexuality and Bisexuality. It puts "sexual ori
entation" on the same level as race and ethnicity in 
the powerful Fair Employment and Housing Act 
(FEHA). This means tax-funded investigations and 
$25,000 fines against property owners; business 
owners, Bible bookstores, religious radio stations 
and some churches that oppose homosexuality. 

These bills would create homosexual marriage 
"partnership" to award official government " status 
and marriage benefits to homosexuals. "These do
mestic partners" bills would undermine sacred insti
tution of marriage and promote same-sex "mar
riage" (our thanks to Bradley P. Betts for sending the 
memorandum). 

Okay 
@Don Layman suggests that it might be a valu

able service to give some space in the classified sec
tion to requests for locating people. A "looking for, 
or trying to locate" space. For example, "I am trying 
to locate Sam Jones who was former songleader at 
Someplace Congregation in Anywhere, USA," with 
the address and phone number of the person doing 
the looking. Brother Layman observes that we lose 
contact with brothers and sisters in Christ and have 
no means of finding our long-lost friends. 

Well, we are willing to give it a try. So, if you 
want to locate someone, send the information and 
we will do a pilot test on it. 

Revolting 
WThe city of San Francisco has given permission 

to a group o drag queens known as the Sisters of Per
petual Indulgence to parade the streets of the Bay 
City. These crossdressing men dress up as nuns with 
glittery makeup and false eyelashes. This year the 
city backed down from its unanimous approval of 
the event, but the city officials have tolerated for 
years the group's hateful attack on Christianity, in
cluding a "Condom Savior Mass," featuring a "Latex 
Host." 

No Men 
OMary Daly, a 70-year-old tenured associate 

professor at Boston College, has been given an ulti
matum from the administration: allow men into 
your classes along with women or stop teaching 
here. The renowned feminist philosopher and self
described radical has refused to accept two male stu
dents into her course entitled "Introduction to Femi
nist Ethics" (Source: Campus Report, Apr. '99). 

Porno 
OYei-sung Kim, a female student at George 

Washington University, upon viewing a porno
graphic film called Juranal Park, said, "It's time for 
more female-oriented porn. Society shouldn't tell 
males that it's okay to like porn, while making fe
males ashamed of it." 

1hong 
OG. Roger Davis, a music professor at Miami 

University of Ohio, has sued the school for refusing 
to allow him to wear a thong at the campus pool. 
Prof. Davis' suit against the university's board of 
trustees claims the school violated his constitutional 
right to wear a swimsuit of his choice. 

My guess is this is the first time you realized that 
the constitution was written by the Founding Fathers 
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of our great nation to support nudity, or near-nudity, 
in a public place. 

le Careful 
0 Planned Parenthood of Indiana joined with 

Campus for Choice at Indiana University to wel
come "Captain Condom" AKA grad student Jon 
Byron, who arrived in a red felt cape and a condom 
over his face, handing out colored condoms and 
wishes of "safe sex for all." 

Pedop6ilia 
0 When the American Psychological Association 

voted to declassify homosexuality as a mental illness, 
it was only a matter of time before the next step 
would be taken. Moving toward absolute sexual ni
hilism and final destruction of the American family 
the APA has released its latest study claiming that 
child sexual abuse does not cause lasting psychologi
cal harm to its victims. 

"A willing encounter," the report suggests, 
"would be labeled simply 'adult-child sex,' a value 
neutral term." The authors say that the "negative 
potential" of pedophilia has "been overstated." 

The report was authored by Bruce Rind and Rob-
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ert Bauserman, psychology professors at Temple Uni
versity and the University of Michigan, and Phillip 
Tromovitch of the University of Pennsylvania's gradu
ate school of education. 

be 
0 Richard Wrangham, professor of biological an

thropology at Harvard University, and Dale Peterson 
co-authored Demonic Males. To show the extent of 
their hubris they say on pages 129-30, "Our best guess 
is that they [human ancestors] were like an opossum 
or a bush baby: in other words about rat-size, active 
mainly at night, happy to eat fruits or gums or large 
insects, but nothing starchy like leaves or seeds ••• 
These grandmothers and grandfathers of us all had 
grasping hands (good for holding on tight), forward
facing eyes (giving binocular vision and excellent 
depth perception), large brains generally more spe
cialized for sight than smell, and (compared to other 
mammals) middling to high intelligence." 

So, that's where you came from, eh? A possum or 
a rat? Grandpa possum and grandma rat! Well, maybe 
that's where Wrangham and Peterson came from, but 
not me - my ancestors are Noah and Adam. 

lodge-podge 
OFrom the March 1999 issue of Campus Report: 

•UC-Berkeley has created the fust academic po
sition devoted to searching for extraterrestrial life. 

• Regina Barecca, an English prof at the Univer
sity of Connecticut, recently told the Boston Globe 
"Watching religious conservatives is like people in 
the 18th century going to asylums to watch lunatics 
chew on their own wrists." 

• Camile Paglia, popular culture commentator, 
reacting to Wendy Shalit's book, A Return to Mod
esty, wrote: "Brainy but male-educated baby 
prepettes seem to be the latest thing in publishing. 
Dewy, doe-eyed innocence gets on my nerves •. Give 
me sardonic drag queens any day!" 

•Six Los Angeles libraries require parental con
sent for children to access on the internet unfiltered 
material (porn). The L.A. city attorney warned the 
city council that blocking adult-oriented sites on any 
library computers may not be permitted, because it 
limits free speech. The ACLU plans to file a barrage 
of lawsuits. 

•Christianity has become target number one for 
much of the Harvard University community. "The 
Crimson [campus paper] editorial page has cracks on 
people of faith and cracks on religion daily." 



Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: "What was the purpose of miraculous 
gifts in the early church? When did they cease, and 
why?" 

Answer: The church of our Lord was established 
on the first Pentecost following his triumphant resur
rection from the dead. Then, and for some years 
thereafter, the message of inspiration touching the 
plan of salvation and the divine standard of holy liv
ing was in men, providing them with instruction es
sential to the discharge of their duties in the new 
Dispensation, and enabling them to confirm the 
truth of their teaching with supernatural and con
vincing evidence. 

Before the first century ended, this inspiration 
had been transferred from men, to a Book - the 
New Testament- and it was thenceforth the sum of 
revelation and the exclusive authoritative standard 
of divine teaching for this age. 

Pending this transference of inspiration from 
men to the Book, holy men of God spake and were 
influenced in what they did by the Holy Spirit, in 
immediate and direct fashion, apart from any writ
ten revelation. Those thus endowed were the 
apostles and other faithful servants of the Lord evi
dence of which abounds in the sacred writings Uohn 
14:16, 17; 16:13; Heb. 2:1-4). 

In the period when inspiration was in men, and 
before it was transferred to the Book, this situation 
necessarily prevailed. It is not conceivable that in 
any other way could the world have been provided 
with credible and acceptable evidence of the divine 
origin of Christianity, or supplied with convincing 
proofs of the truth of the claims of those who 
preached it. 

Hundreds of years earlier, this plan was per
ceived by the prophets and announcement made re
garding it (lsa. 2:1-4; Joel 2:28). The events of Pen
tecost (Acts 2:1-47) ushered in the age anticipated 
by Joel and were identified by Peter, the apostle, as 
"this is that" spoken by the prophet (Acts 2: 16). 

The miraculous endowments supplied by the 
Holy Spirit enabled the early proclaimers of the gos-

pel, in the absence of a Book of inspiration dealing 
with the functions of the apostolic church, (a) to ac
complish their work with speed and ease (Acts 
8:4-12); (b) to provide proof of the genuineness of 
their claims (Mark 16:20); (c) to supply needed edi
fication for the members of the infant church (1 Cor. 
14:1-3), and (d) to generate the greatest possible in
terest on the part of the people in the men and mes
sage which they preached (Acts 3:1-11). 

There are two recorded instances of Holy Spirit 
baptism in the sacred writings. These occurred in 
the most significant fashion; the first, at Pentecost, 
involving only the apostles, was on the occasion of 
the establishment of the church; and, second, in 
Caesarea, at "the house of Cornelius," prepared the 
way for the preaching of the gospel to the Gentiles 
(Acts 2: lff; 10:44-48). All other miraculous mani
festations of power by the Holy Spirit resulted from 
the bestowal of such gifts through imposition (laying 
on) of apostles' hands. It is not of record that any 
man, in the apostolic period, otherwise came into 
possession of such powers! (Paul,' an apostle, is no 
exception. Fully equal to the other apostles, he must 
have received the spirit directly from the Lord, as 
did they.) It follows, therefore, that since there are 
no apostles to perform this imposition today; and, 
since there is but "one" baptism available today, the 
element of which is "water" (Acts 8:35ff), neither 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, nor the miraculous 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit may properly be 
claimed today (Acts 8:16; 19:1-6). 

There were nine special gifts bestowed by laying 
on of the apostles' hands designated in the New Tes
tament. These gifts were enumerated by Paul as fol
lows: (1) word of wisdom; (2) word of knowledge; 
(3) faith; (4) healing; (5) miracles; (6) prophecy; (7) 
discerning of spirits; (8) tongues; (9) interpretation 
of tongues (1 Cor. 12:7-11). It will be noted that 
among these gifts, in addition to "tongues," are 
those involving wisdom, knowledge, and prophecy. 
It follows, therefore, that if any of these powers are 
promised today, all of them are, in which case those 
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claiming the ability to heal and to speak in tongues, 
ought also to affect supernatural knowledge, wis
dom, and the power of prophecy! With such endow
ments they do not need the New Testament; they 
have the ability to write one of their own! 

As absurd as this appears, it is, in effect, precisely 
what the alleged tongue-speakers among us have 
done: they have repudiated the teaching of the New 
Testament which we have, and have substituted their 
own supposed divine revelations, as the basis of the 
doctrine which they hold. They thus join a motley 
group indeed; Joseph Smith, of Mormon persuasion, 
Ellen White, who founded the Adventist church, and 
Mary Baker Patterson Eddy, originator of "Christian 
Science"- all made exactly the same professions, 
and sought to support them with the same type of 
arguments as do they. 

The truth is, the miraculous gifts of the first cen
tury were temporary expedients, necessary to the 
proper function of the infant church, but limited to 
the period when inspiration was in men. In the very 
context in which they are designated, they are de
clared to be inferior to the "more excellent way," an
ticipated (1 Cor. 13 :28-31), and they were all re
moved when inspiration had been fully transferred 
to the Book! (1 Cor. 13:8-13). 

This is made crystal clear in the passage from 
Paul, the apostle, which follows: 

Love never faileth: but whether there be proph
ecies, they shall be done away; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall be done away. For we know 
in part, and we prophesy in part; but when that 
which is perfect is come, that which is in part 
shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake 
as a child, I thought as a child; now that I am 
become a man, I have put away childish things. 
For now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then face 
to face: now I know in part; but then shall I 
know fully even as also I was fully known. But 
now abideth faith, hope, love, these three: and 
the greatest of these is love (1 Cor. 13:8-13). 

It will be observed, from reading 1 Corinthians 
12, particularly the latter portion, that it was the 
apostle's purpose to designate those gifts which were 
necessary to the proper function of the early church 
before inspiration was committed to the New Testa
ment. Their temporary character is made clear from 
the fact that they were to be replaced by "a more ex
cellent way!" There is, then, a more excellent way 
than tongues, gifts of healing, etc (1 Cor. 12:31). 
How vastly different is this concept, advanced by 
Paul, from that characteristic of the tongue-speakers 
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among us, who claim that such powers evidence on 
their part a vastly greater spirituality, and a closer 
walk with God than any others! 

When were these temporary expedients to be re
moved? When that which is "perfect" (Greek, com
plete) way, anticipated by Paul, came. 

Sharply drawn in the context of 1 Corinthians 
13, is a contrast between things to be "done away," 
and other things to abide, or remain. We have earlier 
seen that there were nine spiritual gifts, conferred 
through laying on of apostles' hands. Three of these, 
as illustrative of the whole, the apostle mentions 
tongues, prophecies, and supernatural knowledge -
the other six being equally temporary, and to be re
moved while other matters abide, or remain. 

It should be carefully observed that it was in the 
period when faith and hope abide that tongues, 
prophecies, and other gifts, were to be "done away." 
That such is in this age, is when faith and hope 
abide. Faith, in the next life, will end in sight; it is 
the "conviction of things not seen" (Heb. 11:1); and, 
hope will end in realization when heaven and eternal 
life are finally possessed. Paul himself said that one 
does not hope for that which he has (Rom. 8:24). 

It is therefore, in this age, while faith and hope 
abide, that the supernatural powers peculiar to the 
early church were to be abolished, and the time 
marked by the appearing of the perfect (complete) 
revelation. This occurred when inspiration was fi
nally transferred from men, to a Book - the New 
Testament- and, it is therefore the sheerest folly 
and the most blinding delusion to claim such powers 
today. Indeed, to claim such powers of the Spirit to
day, is to deny the teaching of the Spirit, himself! 
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Aurora (Denver)-- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
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824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 
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Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

••••• 
Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Adanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, <208> 324-9131. 

W H
. k S lL f h Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 

-England- . ac ory t. {h mi. W o Court ouse on 70 Osric, preacher 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. ••• •. -Indiana-
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. Clearwater - Central Church of Christ, 1454 Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" Belleair Rd. Phone (813) 446-4808. Sun. 10, Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 

11 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Billy R. 6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. -Alaska- Davidson, minister. ..... 
Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@juno.com 

Fairbanks, serving F~ .. • Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 1 lth Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

-Mqryland-
Gaincsvme - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 Montgomery Co. _ Damascus Church of Christ, 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 9600 Main St., P.O. Box 501, Damascus 20872. 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7=30 p.m. (301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

..... jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
..... 

- Minnesota -
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Gamer, minister. Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 

-Alabama-
jacksonville· Jacksonville church of Christ, Hwy. 
204 across from Jacksonville State University. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 
p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 
Northport (Tuscaloo~ • &: University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44m Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
SouthSR47,32025,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of J-75 off exit 81. ..... 
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

6:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation Melbourne _ Church of North Melbourne, 
available meeting in Sherwood School. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
Somerville- Union'Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy a.m., 6 p.m. Contact joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 • • • • • 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Miami - Westwood Lake Church of Christ, 
778-8955 •. •.. 10790 S.W. 36 St., (305) 554-6327. Sun. 9:30, 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., • • • • • 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
553-0546. Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 

min. 276-2946 -Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

- California -

..... 
Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
meeting in McCoy School bldg., 5215 S. 
Semoran Blvd. (Hwy. 436), 2 mi. from Int'l 
Airport., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30 
p.m., (407) 856-7323. (P~O. Box 720482, 
Orlando, FL 32872). ..... 

Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven - Southa;;; Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. j. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

••••• 
Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

- North Carolina -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- f Ch . 5410 Lak H 11 Rd S 9 10 Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
8232 G S b I I (510) 655 o rast, e owe ., un. ' a.m., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 

' eorge er ' oca contact - 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (407) 657-0657, Tony 0388 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
• · • • • • • Williams, youth minister. 

Seal Beach - Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

·Vacaville- 401 Fir St:;9s688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted Parks. Come worship with us. 
Visalia- West Visaii; ·church of Christ, 4400 
Tulare Ave. 93277. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (209) 732-7515. Noah Hackworth, 
preacher. 

..... 
Pensacola - Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 
Saufley Fld. Rd. 32526. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (904) 455-7595. Michael Hatcher, 
minister. (3/4 miles west of Mobile Hwy.) ..... 
Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. ..... 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (51~~ ~?!·6801. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

Fairborn, near Day;;,: • :nd Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 



-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. • •••• 

Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

••••• 
Huntsville -1380 Fish Hatchery Rd., Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (409) 438-8202 . .... 
Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. ..... 
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. . .... 
Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. . .... 
Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carl Hecker, preacher. ..... 
Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Almer, minister 382-1316 

• •••• 
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wisconsin-
Manitowoc - Church of Christ, 1109 N 17th 
St., 54220. (920) 682-7481. Lynn Cooley, 
minister. 

-Wyoming
cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 .. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. • •••• 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672-
6110. Bible College. 

• • • • • 1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788- Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Spanish.) 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. • • • • • 

Firm Foundation 
accepts 

Discover 
MasterCard 

VISA 

• • • • • San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751- Donald Walker, preacher. 
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. • • • • • ..... 
Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. ..... 
Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher 

-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal ..... 
Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central Tex~s. I;e.c!ureship 

Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 miles west on Hwy. 105 
to Sapp Rd.), 77304. Sun. 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, preacher. 
Close to Lake Conroe. RV's welcome! 

Firm Foundation Books 
Online 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 
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San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

Schertz- Church otChrl;t, SOl Schertz Pkwy., 
(210) 658-0269. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m., take Schertz Pkwy. exit off 1-35, 
NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff, preacher. 

subscriptions 
1·888·367·6216 

book/literature orders 
1·800-572-3619 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, althougf. the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall • 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Rrm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The 
Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1·2 
Inches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. 

In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. Thank your 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 7743o-G069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (409) 553-3721 • )prophetOrepubllc.net 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads must be received 
6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. Ads must be canceled by the first of 
the month to avoid being charged for the following month. 

Preachers Wanted 
The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying and 
spreading Christ's teachings while providing for 
the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0100 

Minister wanted for the Columbus Ave. Church of 
Christ, a congregation of 125 in Newton, Kansas. 
The ideal applicant would be married and have at 
least five years of experience working as a minister 
in the church. He should be comfortable both in 
the pulpit as well as in member's homes. He should 
be able to "equip the Saints." A willingness to 
work with the youth is a definite plus. A house, 
owned by the church, is available. If your desire is 
to work with a group of dedicated Christians 
desirous of seeing Christ's church grow and mature 
in their community, we would love to hear from 
you. Send r~sum~ and audio/video tape to Church 
of Christ, Attn: Search Committee, 101 Columbus 
Ave., Newton, KS 67114 or call Kenny Umholtz 
(316) 345-8496. 

Gospel preacher needed at Truth or Consequences, 
NM, Church of Christ. Please send rl!suml! to the 
Elders. Thomas J. Mayo, P.O. Box 728, Elephant 
Butte, NM 87935, (505) 144-5578, or Wyndal 
Miller, P.O.Box 1147, Elephant Butte, NM 87935, 
(505) 744-4762 

The Church of Christ meeting at 4th & Bois d'Arc, 
is currently looking for an experienced minister. 
Please mail r~suml!, audio tape & references: Attn. 
Leo Elliott, P.O. Box 1332, Pecos, TX 79772. E
mail lelliott@untravision.net. Phone day 1-800-
588-5131 or fax, night 1-915-445-9333. 

Consregation in Alliance, Nebraska is looking for 
a sound, conservative preacher, who loves the truth 
and will preach it. We are a community of about 
10,000, with the main economy from the Railroad 
and a factory. We have been in existence since 
1962, and now have about 45 in attendance. We 
need someone who will strengthen the brethren 
and help the church grow God's way. We do not 
think truth is relative, but absolute. The church has 

some money set aside to support a preacher, but 
will possibly need some additional support in the 
future. Please contact: Allen Bright, (308)762-1566 
day, 762-6751 evening; Stuart Simpson, 762-8002 
evening; or jerry Allen 762-8382. 

Sound biblically, but balanced, conservative 
congregation is looking for associate/youth minister. 
Must be doctrinally sound and biblically balanced; 
married preferred, but anyone may apply. 
Congregation about 275 members. Livingston 
Church of Christ, 212 E. Cedar St., Livingston, 
TN 38570. (931) 823-1441. 

Minister position available at Stringtown Road 
Church of Christ, Medina, Texas. Successful 
applicant will be energetic and interested in working 
with children. Medina Children's Home composes 
85% of the 200-member congregation. Competitive 
compensation package. Contact George W. Rose, 
Elder, HCR 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78055; (830) 
589-2811. GWROSE@HTCT.NET 

Associate minister needed: growing congregation 
of 250 needs a man to take a good education 
program and make it top-notch, also to take a 
good youth program and make it excellent. 
Experience necessary. Send rl!suml! to Eastside 
Church of Christ, 9030 NE Glisan, Portland, OR 
97220. 

Wanted: We are in need of an experienced 
scripturally sound minister of the gospel between 
30 and 55 years of age. This racially diverse 
congregation of 180 members is led by 5 elders. 
Salary is dependent on experience and education 
(large 3-bedroom home is part of salary). This 
position will be open after jan. 6, 1999. Send 
rl!suml! and video tape of recent sermon to The 
Elders, W. Carpenter Rd Church of Christ, G-
2296 W. Carpenter Rd., Flint, Ml 48505. 

Small congregation (about 35 members) in north 
central Florida is looking for a preacher. Will supply 
modern 3-bedroom house plus utilities and small 
salary. Interlachen Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
1884, Interlachen, FL 32148. (904) 684-2824. 

Congregation of 60+ with a pulpit and large 3-
bedroom house to fill. Looking for a well
motivated, spiritually minded minister with family 
to join our family here in Aberdeen, W A. Send 
r~sum~ and video or audio tape to Church of Christ, 
5121 Olympic Hwy., Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Minister wanted: congregation of approx. 70 is 
seeking an experienced, sound, mature evangelist. 
Large 3-bedroom home with utilities and salary 
provided. Contact Roland Nichols, (870) 574-2235, 
Alvin Swain (870) 574-2416, or Bob McLendon 
(870) 574-0707. Send r~sum~ to Rt. 4 Box 161A, 
Camden AR 71701. 

Full-time conservative preacher wanted for small 
(35+) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL 
(approx. 20 mi. &om Panama City. Will need to 
provide partial support. Ideal for the retired who 
wishes to continue in God's work. Will consider 
those interested in part-time work. Please send 
r~sum~ and recent tape to 8004 Alabama Ave., 
Port St. joe, FL 32456, or call (850) 641-3525 
after 1 p.m. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher looking for a sound congregation to serve. 
Prefer Texas or the South. Chuclc Peanon, P.O. 
Box 866, Ringgold, LA 71068, (318) 894-5310 

Preacher available; 24 years full-time preaching, 
last 6 yrs. with current congregation, 10 yean with 
previous congregation; 3 yean as an elder. Prefer 
congregation in central upper Midwest. Have 
worked in mission consrcgation 13 years. Would 
consider working in new mission area if support:iq 
congregation is available. Extensive radio 
broadcasting backsround. joe D. Mitchell (115) 
389-1754. 

Preacher with 20 yrs. experience looking for full
time work. Dan Gannon, Rt. 1, Box 168C, Purdon, 
TX 76679. (903) 673-2236. 

For Sale 
Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800.551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Boob: WhllUI/tn' ~ 
to Heaven and Helll (1994) - $17.50; Praaical 
Christianity: Daily Christian Living (1998) -
S 11.SO;Balaneed Christianity: Maintaining Biblical 
Balance (1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Restoration Rcprinn, other books at sreat prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Booldinden, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books: '11111 Godhud (1998), 
'11111 Two Covenants (1996) $15.00; D1111gmnu 
'Isms (1997) $14.50; '111e Major Prophets (1995), 
Tbe Providena of God (1989) $14.00; '111e Minor 
Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order &om Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping at 
handling on single book orden. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your dcsrcc, no tuitioa. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Free room 8c board and salary available to a 
Christian, single woman who is interested in serving 
as a companion to an elderly lady in Medina, Texas. 
(830) 589-2871 - George Rose 

Coming to Branson? Stay with Christians at 
Expressway Inn. Harold and Glenda Wilson, 
owners. 1-800-688-3682. 
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Tragedy in Colorado 
By Mark K. lewis 

Tragedy is a part of earthly existence. On April 
20, at least 15 high school students were 
murdered when two of their fellow students 

went on a shooting rampage in Littleton, Colorado. 
People shake their heads in wonder and disbelief; 
how can anyone commit such an abominable d~ed? 
However, such has been happening since, well, since 
two sons of Adam and Eve. 

Some will use Littleton to cry out for more gun 
control. Stricter firearms regulations may be good pr 
bad, depending upon your perspective; it is not the 
purpose of this article to debate that subject. But gun 
control is not the ultimate answer. Taking away inani
mate objects from people will not remove the hatred 
and confusion that is the true source of this crime. 
Guns have been legal in this country since it was 
founded; why is there this increase in school/gun vio
lence? And, more importantly, what is the answer? 

There is an answer, of course, but it is not the 
answer one will hear on all the nightly talk shows. It 
is not the answer that "crisis counselors" will give. It 
is not the answer that will come from the lips of the 
president of the United States or congressional lead
ers. The answer to the Littleton destruction and dis
tress is not what most Americans want to hear. The 
answer is Jesus. Jesus who taught that if hatred were 
removed from the heart, murder would be impos
sible (Matt. 5 :21-22). He taught us to "Love thy 
neighbor as thyself" (Matt. 22:39). He wants people 
to follow him Uohn 14:6; Luke 9:23) on a path of 

love, peace, compassion, and a purity of heart where 
sin will not sprout (Mark 7:20-23). 

If every human in this country would convert to 
Jesus Christ, there would be no murder, rape, theft, 
drug abuse, spousal or child abuse. Every vile and 
despicable act would cease. Too bad that men love 
darkness rather than light Uohn 3:19). 

The cry of many, after a heartbreak like this shoot
ing, is: "Where was God? Why does he let these things 
happen?" God is where he always has been, in heaven 
"look[ing] down ... upon the children of men, to see if 
there are any who understand and seek God" (Psa. 
14:2). God gave us his Word, told us exactly how we 
ought to behave ourselves and what will happen to us 
eternally if we refuse. Murder and mayhem are not his 
fault, but the fault of those who will not obey him. 

Yet, God always seems to get blamed when men 
do monstrous things. "God shouldn't let such mass 
murders happen. God could stop these things if he 
so chose." Of course, the logic of this is that God 
should intervene whenever we think he ought to, to 
stop whatever tragedy we think needs stopping. In
deed, God could intervene and stop every sin; but 
we doubt that those who desire God's intervention 
in Littleton would accept the logical consequences of 
that. We wish God would stop abortion, homosexu
ality, adultery, fornication, and lying. But most 
would consider that to be rude and unacceptable. 
God does not use his limitless power to put a stop to 
all sin because that would take away the free agency 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

The Light of the World 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Understanding light is elusive in some 
ways, and in other ways is crystal clear. 
In the beginning God said, "Let there be 

light." The Bible says, "And there was light." 
What that "light" consisted of is not certain. It 
must not have been the sun, stars, and moon, 
since these celestial bodies did not exist until 
the fourth day. There is an unsupported rumor 
that light is the essence of matter. Light is also 
thought of as the basis of wisdom. The first light may have been the 
wisdom and power by which the universe is made. 

The Harbinger of the coming King claimed for Jesus, "There 
was the true light, even the light which lighteth every man, com
ing into the world." The disciples of Jesus reflect his light. This is 
light we can understand. When Jesus stood in the Jewish Temple 
and declared, "I am the light of the world," he was speaking of his 
unscrambled words. Ever since he made the statement, people 
have garbled what he taught, and his light has become darkness 
for some, but a monumental blessing for others. "Behold, this 
child is set for the falling and the rising of many in Israel; and for 
a sign which is spoken against." 

Jesus brought the light of life into the world. It is shameful for 
that light to be presented, defended, and promoted in a way that 
brings darkness and desolation. 

The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon me; because Jehovah 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath 
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 
to proclaim the year of Jehovah's favor, and the day of ven
geance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto 
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them a garland for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteousness, the 
planting of Jehovah, that he may be glorified (lsa. 61:1-3). 

"We preach Christ crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and 
unto Gentiles foo lishness; but unto them that are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God" (1 Cor. 1:23-24). 

It is passing strange that devout people who are sincerely in
terested in doing what is right often become the cause of obscur
ing the light they so much admire. Jesus prophesied, "The hour 
cometh, that whosoever killeth you shall think that he offereth 
service unto God." Some who kill the prophets think they are 



worshipping Jehovah. Few who stone the messengers of the Lord 
understand what they do. The stiff-necked in heart and mind do 
not see themselves as enemies of righteousness. The murderers of 
Stephen were zealous for what they regarded as highest principles 
of devotion. 

It is tragic that high-minded people do things detrimental to 
their ideals. Judas may have thought he was pressing Jesus to de
clare himself as the deliverer of Israel and giving him honor when 
he betrayed him. 

Balance is hard to achieve and even harder to maintain. To 
keep the message plain is not easy. To keep it balanced is harder. 
The dictionary defines balance as "a state of equilibrium or par
ity." Equilibrium is a condition in which all acting influences are 
canceled by others resulting in a stable balanced or unchanging 
system. This is the essence of good judgment, which is to consider 
both sides of a question before making a decision. This might also 
be ·thought of as being open-minded. Or, in other words, look be
fore you leap. 

Useful people have been crucified on a cross of prejudice sim
ply because good people have refused to think. This is not to de
mand that every harebrained idea that blows down the street is to 
be given credence, but it is to say that sensible propositions laid on 
the table for study be given serious consideration. 

Edification is necessary to maintaining spiritual life. In dis
cussing assembly-worship, Paul put a premium on learning, under
standing, and growing (1 Cor. 14: 1-12). Failure to grow is abnor
mal. Milk drinkers . need to mature and take solid food (He b. 
5: 12). It is a certain that to refuse to study and think is fatal to ro
bust spiritual health. Preaching is a necessary part of public wor
ship and must not be downgraded nor despised. 

This means, of course, that the preacher has an obligation to 
make adequate preparation and present lessons that are mentally 
stimulating. Anything less is a dereliction of duty and an insult to 
God, not to mention an abuse of the brethren. 

All teaching should be done with a right attitude toward those 
being taught. This is not to be construed as recommending mushy, 
namby-pamby type teaching that never opposes wrong nor con
demns error. 

We are called upon to "reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tun. 4:2). To reprove and rebuke 
with harshness and meanness is not obedience to a command that 
requires that teaching meet opposition with a patient and preserv
ing spirit. The longsuffering and teaching is as much a part of the 
command as is identifying evil and warning of danger. 

And the Lord's servant must not strive, but be gentle towards all, 
apt to teach, forbearing, in meekness correcting them that op
pose themselves; if peradventure God may give them repentance 
unto the knowledge of the truth, and they may recover them
selves out of the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by 
him unto his will (2 Tim. 2:24-26). 

There comes a time when the man of God must stand unafraid 
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before the magistrate and say to him, "It is not law
ful for thee to have her," even if it means the 
prophet has his head cut off. There is a situation in 
which the soldier of Christ must identify the opposer 
and blasphemer as "the son of all villainy," but this is 
rare. In most situations the teacher of truth must be 
sparing. To take delight in being rude and abrasive is 
fiendish. 

The Lord•s servant ought not be adversarial and 
confrontational , unless it is absolutely necessary. 
"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuf
fering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, 
self-control; against such there is no law." 

Let the light shine and let us resolve that the 
light that is in us be not darkness. "If therefore thy 
whole body be full of light, having no part dark, it 
shall be wholly full of light, as when the lamp with 
its bright shining doth give thee light" (Luke 11 :3 6). 
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Tragedy in Colorado 
(continued from page 1) 

of his creature and defeat his purpose in creation. 
Sin often has hideous consequences for the inno

cent and sometimes the guilty go unpunished. But as 
long as our society continues to excuse sin, glorify it 
(via Hollywood), and shift blame and responsibility 
for it on to others, then tragedies will con tinue to 
happen. The president of the United States commits 
fornication, lies about it under oath, and yet suffers 
no consequence. Indeed he is noisily defended. 

"I am the way, the truth, the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me" Gohn 14:6}. "Be sure 
your sin will find you out'' (Num. 32 :23). There is a 
Great Day coming, a dreadful day for many, when 
justice will indeed be meted out. Yes, there is a conse
quence for sin, a consequence of eternal duration. 
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(The following article was prin_ted almos~ sixty years ago and is an example of the kind of teaching that was 
done by capable gospel preachers tn that penod. There is a foolish sentiment circulated in the brotherhood to
day to the eff_ect that teachers of the Word in the previous generation knew little or nothing about grace and 
seldom mentzoned the subject. Brother Estes, writing, I suspect, before most of our readers were born proves 
otherwise.) , 

Salvation by Grace 
By Chester Estes 

Grace means "favor." Before anything can 
possibly be of any benefit to any one it must 
be usable. If one were to give a dying man 

the deed a large estate, it would not be a favor, for 
the dying man could not use the estate. To offer a 
sinner salvation when he is too dead to appropriate 
it, or even hear the offer, is in no sense favor or 
grace. Our religious friends of the Calvinistic stripe 
should be the last people in the world to talk about 
salvation by grace. 

Grace came by Christ: "For the law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ" 
ijohn 1: 17). It is true that grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ, but that does not mean that no grace or 
truth existed before the coming of Christ. We read 
of grace all the way through the Old Testament, and 
all admit that the Old Testament is the truth. Note a 
few of the references: "But Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord" (Gen. 6:8). Grace, or favor, was 
bestowed upon Noah because of his righteousness. 
"For I am gracious" (Ex. 22:27). "The Lord; The 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty" (Ex. 
34:6-7). "For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; 
with favor wilt thou compass him as with a shield" 
(Psa. 5: 12). "Whoso loveth instruction loveth 
knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish. A 
good man obtaineth favor of the Lord: but a man of 
wicked devices will he condemn" (Prov. 12:1-2). 
With the above characteristic of Jehovah, one cannot 
separate the fact that grace existed before the com
ing of Christ from the fact that Jehovah of the Old 
Testament existed. But Christ brought grace to men 
in a preeminent sense. Through Christ grace was 
manifested in a supreme degree. Study the following 
passages: "For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For 
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be 
saved" Oohn 3:16-17). That is favor to the greatest 
degree. Again: "For the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world" (Titus 2:11-12). Everything the grace of God 
teaches is beneficial. This grace was not bestowed 
because of our goodness or works. It is God's favor
able gift. God did not send his Son to save man be
cause he was compelled to save man, as though he 
owed man the debt. Hence, the following passages: 
"For when we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righ
teous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good 
man some would even dare to die. But God com
mendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5 :6-8). "For 
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man.should boast" (Eph. 2:8-9). "But after that 
the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man 
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we 
have. done, but according to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration [baptism], and re
newing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus 3 :4-5). Love and 
truth were in the world before; but through God's 
favor, or mercy, they appeared in a superlative de
gree, which resulted in our salvation by being bap
tized into Christ. Saved by grace. 

Wherever and whenever God supplied man's 
needs, that was God's favor, or grace. But the great
est need. was supplied when he sent his Son into the 
world to die that man might be saved from the bond
age of sin and corruption and translated into the glo
rious light and liberty of the kingdom of God's dear 
Son. The Bible, with its facts, commands, and prom-
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ises is another expression of God~s divine favor. This 
can be appreciated when we understand that God's 
commands meet man's need for divine guidance, and 
that it is not in man himself to direct his own steps. 
It is by God's grace that man knows how, when, and 
where to step, but it is man's faith that does the step
ping. It is by God's grace and man's faith that salva
tion is wrought. "That as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign through righteous
ness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord" 
(Rom. 5:21). "My tongue shall speak of thy word: 
for all thy commandments are righteousness" (Psa. 
119: 172). Grace reigns through righteousness; the 
commandments of the Lord are righteousness; there
fore, to be saved by grace is to keep the command
ments of God. We keep the commandments of God 
by faith, thereby obtaining access into the grace of 
God. "Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by 
whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God" (Rom. 5:1-2). 

The idea of salvation by grace does not free one 
from performing certain conditions to receive this 
grace. Salvation is conditional: "Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Fa
ther which is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). It is true that 
those who call upon the name of the Lord will be 
saved, for Paul said: "For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the·Lord shall be saved" (Rom. 10:13). 
But calling on the name of the Lord means more 
than merely saying: "Lord, Lord." Paul was told to 
"arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, call
ing on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). Here you 
have an example of a man calling on the name of the 
Lord, and he was saved by grace. Those on Pentecost 
cried out:, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 
They were told to "repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis
sion of sins" (Acts 2:37-38). They were saved by 
grace, but not without conditions. When the jailer 
came trembling and fell down before Paul and Silas 
and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" He was 
told to "believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved_, and thy house." After P~ul and Silas 
had spoken unto them (so that they could believe), 
the jailer "took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all 
his, straightway" (See Acts 16:25-34). The jailer and 
his family were saved by grace. It is by the grace of 
6 July 1999 
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God that Christ is the author of eternal salvation, 
but he is the author of eternal salvation only to those 
who obey him. "Though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered; and 
being made perfect he became the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey him" (Heb. 5 :8-9). 

Some attempt to prove unconditional salvation, 
but conditional damnation. Such attempts are utterly 
vain, and in direct contradiction of God's Word. 

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 
and the rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 
And every one that heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto 
a foolish man, which built his house upon the 
sand: and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it 
(Matt. 7:24-27). 

Who will render to every man according to 
his deeds: to them who by patient continuance 
in well doing seek for glory and honor and im
mortality, eternal life: but unto them that are 
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contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribula
tion and anguish, upon every soul of man that 
doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gen
tile; but glory, honor and peace, to every man 
that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Gentile: for there is no respect of persons 
with Godf (Rom. 2:6-11). 

No man can prove anything pertaining to the 
plan of salvation or the condemnation of man with
out proving it by the Bible. No man can prove condi
tional damnation and unconditional salvation. Since 
disobedience brings death, the very opposite of dis
obedience which is obedience, brings life or salva
tion. 

Those who are saved by the gospel are those 
who obey the gospel; those who obey the gospel are 
saved by grace. The gospel is called the "gospel of 

the grace of God" (Acts 20:24). Those who do no" 
obey it will be lost (2 Thess. 1:7-9). Those who do 
obey are made free from their sins: "But God be 
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 
obeyed from the heart [and that is the only way one 
can obey] that form [mold or likeness] of doctrine 
[death, burial, and resurrection of Christ for our sins 
- 1 Cor. 15:1-4) which was delivered you. Being 
then [when baptized- Rom. 6:3-4] made free [sins 
washed away -Acts 22: 16] from sin, ye became the 
servants of righteousness" (Rom. 6:17-18). When 
one becomes a believer on Christ, repents of his sins, 
confesses his faith in the Christ, and is buried with 
him in baptism, he is saved by grace, and that not of 
himself, for man never devised such a plan. If it had 
been left to man, it would be different, for man 
wants to take baptism out of the Bible. 

(Grover Cleveland Brewer stands among the most talented and effective gospel preachers of the restoration 
appeal. His writing is always kind, concise, and persuasive. He never leaves the reader without an understand
able representation of the truth of God's Word. Because of his great ability we think it wise to reprint some of 
his articles. Brother Brewer died in the mid-'SOs.) 

Heart Purity 
By G. C. Brewer 

l brother has sent me a four-page tract with 
the request that I review it. The title of the 
tract is "Heart Purity," and the author is 

"R.C. Caudill, D.D." The first page tells us that it is 
put out by the "First Church of God," of 
Middletown, Ohio, of which Mr. Caudill is pastor. 
The tract is not merely a plea for heart purity. If it 
were, there would be no demand or desire for a re
ply. We would sanction and support the plea with 
all our influence. But the tract deals with the method 
by :which heart purity is attained and sets forth an 
idea that is not at all new, but that is unscriptural, 
and even anti-scriptural. The author admits that "all 
denominations agree that sanctification, or heart pu
rity, is to be possessed. But they differ as to the time 
and manner in which it is. to be obtained, and as to 
the agency or process through which it is effected." 
We shall not expect, therefore, to be charged with 
opposing sanctification or heart purity because we 
point out some of the author's errors on "time," 

"manner," "process," etc. Since the author is adver
tised as a "Doctor of Divinity," we might expect 
grammatical correctness and logical speciousness, 
even if we suspect exegetical unsoundness in ad
vance; but the reader is hereby warned not to look 
for correctness in any of these respects. We shall 
confine ourselves to the errors in the teaching of 
the author, however. Even here there is such a reck
less handling of the word of God that it is difficult to 
keep within the bounds of moderation in making 
reply. 

The following, excerpts from the tract set forth 
the author's contention in full. Just following the 
first quotation here given, the author sets down five 
different views that he says are held by different de
nominations as to how heart purity is obtained. He 
rejects all the views as unscriptural and untrue, and 
then gives us the "true theory." We, therefore, give 
in these extracts all that is affirmative in the tract. 
Here is what he says: 
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The Savior said in his Sermon on the Mount: 
'Blessed are the pure in heart.' And in St. John 
17:17 he said: 'Sanctify them through thy 
truth.' Here is expressed in his prayer that they 
be sanctified. And a blessing pronounced after 
they are sanctified. Could anything be so unrea
sonable as to believe that Christ would pray for 
a thing that could not exist, or for a people that 
did not, and could never, exist? It is clearly im
plied in the language of our Lord that regenera
tion had implanted spiritual life in the soul, 
cleansed them from personal guilt and sin, and 
had given them a title to heaven. He said: 'Your 
names are written in heaven' (Luke 10:20). And 
he said: 'Ye have followed me in the regenera
tion' (Matt. 19:28). It may be well to remember 
that regeneration is one thing and that sanctifi
cation is another; that a new heart is one thing 
and a pure heart another. Men may possess a 
new heart and not have a pure heart - a heart 
cleansed from self, man fear, and a love of the 
praise of men. A new heart comes with regen
eration; the pure heart, with the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost and of fire. Men are born into one 
and baptized by the Holy Ghost into the other. 
They repent and forsake sin to obtain one, but 
they consecrate and dedicate to obtain the 
other. 

All denominations agree that sanctification, 
or heart purity, is to be possessed; but they differ 
as to the time and manner in which it is to be 
obtained and as to the agency or process 
through which it is effected. Note some of the 
views: ... 

The true theory of sanctification, or heart pu
rity, is that it is an instantaneous work of the 
Holy Ghost wrought in the heart of the regener
ated man or woman in answer to a perfect con
secration, unwavering faith, and absolute obedi
ence to the will of the Lord. The Holy Spirit 
came on the day of Pentecost like a rushing 
mighty wind. They heard it coming and felt its 
effect when he came in and took possession. If a 
person should come into your home and take 
absolute possession of you and yours, do you 
think you would know it? Do you think that 
such a person could grow into your house and 
grow into possession? 'Nonsense,' you would 
say. Yes, and just as unreasonable to believe that 
the Holy Spirit, which is a person, just is much 
so as you and I are, could grow into you. The 
Bible teaches that we are sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost (Rom. 15:16). 

This twofold work of the Holy Spirit is clearly 
set forth under the types and shadows of the old cov
enant. There was the holy place and then there was 
the holy of holies. The children of Israel were liber
ated from Egyptian bondage; later they crossed the 
Jordan and entered Canaan, a place of spiritual rest. 
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They never settled down until they got to Canaan. 
This was the place they had been longing for and 
looking forward to - a place where there was no 
want - perfect peace and satisfaction. This Canaan 
answereth to the spiritual rest or entire sanctifica
tion. Sanctification cleanses the heart from all inher
ent depravity and purifies the soul and fills it with 
the love of God. Hence, envy, strife, malice, backbit
ing, and every evil and hateful work of the devil are 
uprooted, and love, peace, and joy shine out in the 
life of the sanctified. 

Just about all the errors of the denominational 
world are either expressed or implied in what our 
author here says. Space, however, will not permit a 
thorough reply to all these errors. What is implied in 
one sentence would require almost a chapter for re
ply. We shall attempt to expose a few of the basic fal
lacies and allow the others to fall of their own 
weight. Before we take up any specific error it may 
be an advantage to our readers to have some of the 
errors enumerated. They are as follows: 

1. He makes a distinction between the regener
ated man and the sanctified man. 

2. He makes sanctification equivalent to "heart 
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purity, which means more than a new or renewed or 
reborn heart. 

3. He teaches that man is inherently or heredi
tarily or by nature depraved; hence, of course, help
less and irresponsible. 

4. He teaches as a result of this depravity an in
stantaneous or miraculous regeneration. 

5. Yet he teaches that this dead, depraved, irre
sponsible sinner may obtain this miraculous conver
sion by repenting, and forsaking sin! A contradic
tion. 

6. Then he teaches that this man who has been 
miraculously regenerated by divine power must now 
be cleansed from inherent depravity - regenerated, 
but still depraved! - by another instantaneous or 
miraculous operation of the Holy Spirit. The Lord 
does not do it all at once. It takes two miraculous 
operations to get the man into a state of sanctifica
tion of "heart purity." 

7. And yet he teaches that this impure-of-heart 
man, this depraved, regenerated man, may obtain 
this second work of grace by "consecration, an un
wavering faith, and by an absolute obedience to the 
will of the Lord." Thus he contradicts himself again 
by making it a direct and an instantaneous work of 
the Holy Spirit and then making it a gradual achieve
ment of the man himself. Imagine a depraved, dead 
man acting! Imagine again a consecrated depraved 
man! Imagine yet again a depraved man achieving a 
change in his own nature - that which is inherent! 

But let us study a few of these errors. 

The Twofol• Work of the Holy Spirit, 
or the Secon• Blessing Claim 

To prove this claim the author attempts to show that 
the disciples were already regenerated, that their 
names were written in heaven, before our Lord 
prayed for them to be sanctified (Matt. 19:28; Luke 
10:20; John 17:17), or before they had pure hearts. 
They had hearts fit for heaven, but they did not yet 
have "heart purity"! It would be interesting to have 
Dr. Caudill tell us what would become of persons 
who have been regenerated, who have new hearts, 
and whose names are written in heaven, should they 
die before they obtain "heart purity" or sanctifica
tion through "perfect consecration, unwavering 
faith, and absolute obedience to the will of God"! 

But before we say more of this inconsistency we 
feel duty bound to show up a serious misuse of a 
passage of Scripture. We do not deny that the dis
ciples were regenerated before the time of the prayer 

of John 17, but Matthew 19:28 does not teach that. 
Our author quotes it thus: "Ye have followed me in 
the regeneration." He leaves out the comma after 
the word "me," and thus makes it teach not only that 
the disciples had been regenerated, but that the Lord 
himself had also been regenerated! They had fol
lowed him in this act! If our author saw what he had 
here done by changing the word of God, and really 
believed that our Lord needed regeneration, we 
wonder if he also thinks the Lord needed the "sec
ond blessing"' in order to be freed from inherent de
pravity and to possess "heart purity"! The author 
not only left the comma out of his quotation, but 
also left out some words. He left out the relative 
pronoun "who" and changed a conditional promise 
into a simple declaration of a fact - something that 
had already taken place. What. our Lord said is: 
"Verily I say unto you, that ye who have followed 
me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall 
sit on the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 
Anyone can see here that "regeneration" does not 
mean an act, but designates an age. It names, the 
time "when" his promise to the apostles would be 
fulfilled. It, is this age, when Christ is now upon his 
throne (Acts 2:23-35; He b. 1:13 ), and when the 
writing of the twelve apostles, is the standard for all 
God's people. It is the period during which men en
ter the kingdom by regeneration ijohn 3:35; 1 Pet. 
1:23-25). This passage was perverted and proves 
nothing for our author's contention. 

But since we admit that the disciples had already 
been regenerated before our Lord prayed for them 
to be sanctified, how can we deny that these two 
things are different? This will be answered under the 
next paragraph heading. 

~e Meaning of "Sandlfy" an• "Sandlflcatlon" 
The word sanctify is used many times in the scrip
tures, and it is applied to many different things, both 
animate and inanimate. It may have different senses 
- most words do - but its primary meaning holds 
throughout all its uses. That meaning is: To set apart 
for a holy purpose or for a religious use. It means 
about the same as, the words consecrate and dedi
cate. When it is applied to God, it means to confess 
and acknowledge him as Lord and Ruler of one's 
life; to set him up in the heart as sole authority and 
as King on a holy throne and in a holy temple (lsa. 
8:13; 1 Pet. 3:15; 1 Cor. 3:16). When God sanctifies 
his name, it means that he vindicates it among those 
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who have profaned and blasphemed it (Ezek. 36:23). 
He could not make it holy - it was already and al
ways holy. He established this fact in the eyes of the 
blasphemers. When we pray, "Hallowed be thy 
name," we do not make the name holy, but we con
fess that it is holy and pledge ourselves to treat it as 
holy. (The word hallowed is the same in the Greek as 
the word sanctify.) We see, therefore, that "sanctify" 
does not always mean to turn something or someone 
who is unholy into something that is holy. It is often 
applied to persons who are already holy. Our Lord 
declared in John 10:34 that the Father had sanctified 
him and sent him into the world. Yet just before he 
left the world, he said in his prayer: "And for their 
sakes I sanctify myself, that they themselves 1nay also 
be sanctified in truth" ijohn 17:19). 

If Christ and God, who are holy and possess 
"heart purity," can still be sanctified, why may not 
Christians, who are pure and holy, still be said to 
sanctify themselves or to be sanctified when they 
show themselves to be pure, or when they shun sin 
and consecrate themselves more and more to the 
Lord's service? This is the way the word is often 
used. It· does not anywhere, at any time, mean an 
instantaneous action or a miraculous operation in 
the heart of any man - either regenerated or unre
generated. Paul told the Thessalonians that God had 
from the beginning chosen them unto sanctification 
(2 Thess. 2:13). Yet long after this choosing -long 
after the beginning - Paul said, "This is the will of 
God, even your. sanctification" (1 Thess. 4:3 ), and 
prayed that God might sanctify them wholly (1 
Thess. 5 :23). 

Our author says: "Sanctification cleanses the 
heart from all inherent depravity and purifies the 
soul and fills it with the love of God. Hence envy; , , 
strife, malice, backbiting, and every evil and hateful 
work of the devil are uprooted, and love, peace, and 
joy shine out in the life of the sanctified." 

The condition here described is the state into 
which the soul is brought at conversion, or when the 
souJ surrenders to the Lord and obeys his will. When 
we obey the gospel, we are made free from sin 
(Rom. 6:17-18), and thereafter we have our fruit 
unto holiness (Read the whole of Rom. 6). 

When we enter into Christ, we become children 
of God and put on Christ (Gal. 3:26-27). 

When we enter into Christ, we become new 
creatures - all things are become new (2 Cor. 5: 17). 

At regeneration we are changed from persons 
who are full of envy, hate, malice, etc., into justified 
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individuals who are free from all such sinful things. 
And we are admonished to keep ourselves from all 
such things, because we are now God's redeemed 
and justified children (Read Titus 3:1-8). 

Unfortunately for our author's description of a 
sanctified man, we have a very different picture of 
some sanctified people in the New Testament. Paul 
tells us that the Corinthians were sanctified (1 Cor. 
1:2; 6:11). Yet he charges these brethren with all the 
sins that Mr. Caudill says the sanctified man is free 
from. They were guilty of strife, division, envy, car
nality, profanation of the Lord's Supper, lawsuits, 
and of incest (See chapters 1, 3, 5, 6, 11). 

As to Agency 
Our author says that we are sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. That is correct; Romans 15:16 and 2 Thessa
lonians 2:13 and other passages teach that; but none 
of them say it is by a direct or an instantaneous ac
tion. On the contrary, we are also said to be sancti
fied: 

1. By the truth ijohn 17:17). 
2. By faith (Acts 26: 18). 
3. By believing the truth (2 Thess. 2:13). 
4. By the "will" or "covenant" (Heb. 10:10). 
5. By the "offering" (Heb. 10:14). 
6. By the "blood" (Heb. 13:12; 10:29). 
7. By the "washing of water by the word" (Eph. 

5:26). 
If what is here given does not answer Mr. 

Caudill to the satisfaction of all who read this, we 
shall be glad to hear from them and to have them 
name the point on which there is confusion. We will 
then discuss that point. 
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Apostasy 
By C. R. Nichol 

My experience in debating with Missionary 
Baptists, as well as with Calvinists, leads 
me to say that they rely more on John 

5:24 as their sheet anchor in the effort to prove that 
a child of God cannot so conduct himself that he will 
be finally, eternally, lost than on any other one pas
sage of Scripture. The passage reads: "Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth my word, and belie
veth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life." It is contended: (1) "The child 
of Go4 has eternal life; that the 'life' being eternal, 
cannot end." (2) "The child of God is a believer; and 
since believers cannot come into condemnation, and 
one to be lost must come into condemnation, it must 
follow that the child of God cannot be lost." 

Join me while we together study the words, 
"shall not come into condemnation." 

The Bible has been subjected to more severe and 
adverse criticism than any other one book. Some 
have brought forward what they called contradic
tions in the Bible, and failing to take into account all 
the Lord has said on a subject, or by taking a passage 
from its setting, have presented what to some ap
pears to be contradictions. 

Universalists have made the mistake in their 
teaching by declaring that the promise made to 
Abraham, "In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed" (Gen. 22:18), is an unconditional 
promise; that "all nations," "all families" are assured . 
of the blessings which are obtained in Christ. It is 
contended that in the passage appears the word 
"shall"- in that seed "shall" all the nations of earth 
be blessed - blessed with all the· good things that 
Christ came to bring to man; that inasmuch as Christ 
came to seek and save that which was lost (Luke 
19:10), all the lost will be saved, hence universal sal
vation - that not a soul will be lost ultimately; that 
the "Sface of God" is sufficient and will bring to ev
ery soul the blessings Christ came to bring humanity. 
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In reading our Bible we should never overlook the 
fact that when a condition is expressed in one passage 
touching a promise or a threat, that condition must be 
present in every place where that promised blessing or 
threat appears, even though the conditions may not 
be expressed specifically in every place. The promise, 
"In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed," is not an unconditional promise. "For ye are 
all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as 
many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there .is neither male nor female 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, 
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise" (Gal. 3 :26-29). 

Nineveh Shall Be Overthrown 
Nineveh, in Assyria, was a city of no mean propor
tions, and the citizens were desperately wicked The 
stench of their corruption reached unto heaven. 
They had so debased themselves that they were a 
dishonor to their Creator and dishonor to mankind. 
To Nineveh God sent Jonah with a message which 
had no uncertain sound, with a threat which had no 
conditions expressed in the heralding of it to the citi
zens of the wicked city. After a stormy voyage from 
Joppa, and a harrowing experience en route, Jonah 
reached Nineveh, and, lifting up his voice, he cried: 
"Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown" 
Oonah 3:4). Nineveh shall be overthrown! There 
was no "if" in the announcement- none. Nineveh 
shall be overthrown! Yea, within forty days Nineveh 
shall be overthrown. Was Nineveh overthrown 
within the forty days? It was not. Why? 

To me it appears that one of the following state
ments must be affirmed: (1) Jonah spoke 
unadvisedly - spoke that which was not true; or (2) 
Nineveh was overthrown within forty days; or (3) 
the threat to overthrow Nineveh had with it condi
tions implied, though it is certain they were not ex
pressed in the words delivered by Jonah of the im
pending danger. The city was not overthrown within 
the time limit named by Jonah; so No.2 in the fore
going is not true. Jonah declared exacdy what God 
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commanded him to preach; and since Jehovah can
not lie, it must follow that No. 1 is not true. It must 
follow, then, that No. 3 is true. That No. 3 is true is 
shown by the history of the people and the town. 
"The people of Nineveh believed God, and pro
claimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the great
est of them even to the least of them •.. And God saw 
their works, that they turned from their evil way; 
and God repented of the evil, that he had said 
that he would do unto them; and he did it not" 
ijonah 3:5-10). The declaration of Jonah, "Nineveh 
shall be overthrown," did not contain an expressed 
condition contingency. There was no "if ye repent, 
Nineveh shall stand," expressed by Jonah; yet there 
must be taken in connection with the cry, "Nineveh 
shall be overthrown," the conditions expressed else
where by Jehovah when "evil" is threatened against 
a nation or person. Hear that condition: "At what in
stant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concern
ing a kingdom, to pluck up and to break down and 
to destroy it; if that nation, concerning which I have 
spoken, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil 
that I thought to do unto them ijer. 18:7-8). 

Though Jonah was sent to Nineveh to declare, 
"Nineveh shall be overthrown," and no conditions 
were expressed in Jonah's message which would 
modify the threatened doom of the city, it is a fact 
that Jehovah had expressed conditions elsewhere, 
and the conditions must be applied in all places 
where the threat occurs. "Nineveh shall be over
thrown"; but when I "speak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up and to break 
down and to destroy it; if that nation, concerning 
which I have spoken, turn from their evil, I will re
pent of the evil that I thought to do unto them"; and 
Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah (Matt. 
12:41). The "shall be destroyed" in forty days was 
not fulfilled; the "shall be" was not an unconditional 
"shall be." 

When one reads, "shall not come into condem
nation," is he safe in saying, "The 'shall not' is an 
unconditional 'shall not'"? Is there no possibility of 
the "shall not" being reversed? 

In the case of Nineveh we have an example of 
Jehovah dealing with a wicked city. Now let us study 
carefully the use of the word "shall" when God is 
dealing with a righteous people. He says: "When I 
say to the righteous, that he shall surely live." Is that 
not positive - shall surely ·live? Are we to take the 
promise without any condition, or modifications? 
No, for surely you know Jehovah said: "When I say 
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to the righteous, that he shall surely live; if he trust 
to his righteousness, and commit iniquity, none of 
his righteous deeds shall be remembered; but in his 
iniquity that he hath committed, therein shall he 
die" (Eze. 33:18, 14). Neither the terms "shall surely 
live" nor "shall die" are to be taken unconditionally, 
for each of them is modified by further statements 
from the Lord. One may conduct himself in su.ch a 
way that God declares of him, "He shall surely live," 
and later he may reverse his actions and God say of 
him, "He shall surely die." The "shall" in neither in
stance is an unconditional "shall." 

When our Lord said of certain ones ijohn 5:24) 
that they "shall not come into condemnation," are 
we to take the "shall not" as an unconditional "shall 
not"? Is there nothing that the believer can do which 
will bring him into condemnation? 

When Paul addressed the letter to the church at 
Corinth, he declared he was writing to those who 
had been baptized into the one body (1 Cor. 12:13 ), 
but only believers were baptized by the apostles; 
hence, he was writing to believers. Believers were 
the class of whom the Lord was speaking in John 
5:24, saying that they "shall not come into condem
nation"; but Paul declares the ones addressed in the 
city of Corinth could eat and drink condemnation to 
themselves (1 Cor. 11 :29). 

(The Firm Foundation is rerunning some articles 
written by gospel preachers in the early ~ 40s so our 
young people can get the flavor and benefit of the 
type of teaching that was presented 60 years ago. It 
was this type teaching that made the church strong 
and caused the kingdom to grow. We will continue 
this series.) 
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Profiling the Emerging 
Church of Christ Denomination 

J. E. Choate 

' 

he postmodern Church of Christ denomina
tion is now coming off the drawing board. 
This is a substantive reality according to Dou

glas Foster and Richard Hughes who contend that all 
churches of Christ stem from a small Stone-Camp
bell Restoration sect in the early 19th century. Rich
ard Hughes developed this thesis in 1997 in two lec
tures for the Forrest F. Reed Lectureship sponsored 
by the Disciples of Christ Historical Society hosted 
by Lipscomb University. The occasion also honored 
Stephan F. Flatt's elevati~n to the Lipscomb's presi
dency awarding him a lifetime DCHS membership. 

I have been a long-paying sustaining DCHS 
member. Dave Me Wherter, DSHS librarian, and Pe
ter Morgan, president of the Society bring respect to 
themselves for their professionalism in directing the 
DCHS and its world class library with the largest 
collection of Stone-Campbell Restoration historical 
materials in the world. They bring great respect for 
their own church whereas the "change agents" de
spise the traditional churches of Christ which 
birthed and nurtured them. 

I can think of nothing which dishonors more the 
legacies of David Lipscomb and the traditions of 
Lipscomb's school than the approval of the Hughes 
thesis by Lipscomb's CEO and high ranking Lip
scomb "big wigs" in the presence of the Digressives. 

The Restoration churches identified with the 
Stone-Campbell movement are now divided into 
three unique and distinct churches with no fraternal 
ties whatsoever between them. The three churches are 
listed in the Federal religious census: First, [Indepen
dent] Christian Church and Church of Christ; Sec
ond, [liberal] Christian Church [Disciples of Christ); 
and Third, [traditional] churches of Christ. [See the 
1906 Religious Census, and the 1968 Restructure.] 

Churches of Christ in Nashville have not used 
instrumental music in church worship since the es
tablishment of the first church of Christ in the early 
19th century. The concept of the missionary society 
has been consistently rejected. This is now changing 
on the Nashville scene. 

Presently, the traditional churches of Christ and 
the postmodern Church of Christ are suffering 
through the throes of another major church division. 
The root causes remain the same which are the use 
of instruments of music in worship, and organized 
societies and conventions. However, these religious 
adjuncts of the churches today wear corporate 
names, e.g., Jubilee and the Herald of Truth. It's the 
same old stuff! 

The Otter Creek Church of Christ in Nashville is 
the first "so-called" church of Christ to toy around 
with the use of instrumental of music in a worship 
service. This was also the case in a Lipscomb campus 
school Christmas party. Instrumental music was used 
in worship services of Jubilee 1998, and the Restora
tion Forum in. Nashville both under the aegis of 
Rubel Shelly. [Want proof on video? Write for it.] 

There is a "big rumble" now underway in Nash
ville over the instrumental music issue. The first 
Nashville church of Christ to break away from the 
mainstream traditional churches of Christ some 
twenty five years ago, and to introduce instrumental 
music in worship was the Belmont Church [of 
Christ]. This was done under leadership of Don 
Fin to. 

The second Church of Christ in Nashville to do 
this is the Otter Creek church. Whatever is the latest 
"off the wall" innovations in long established 
Churches of Christ, we look first to these two 
churches whose members maintain close fraternal 
ties. The details are in the mixture. 

Now the Hendersonville Community Church of 
Christ has formally introduced instrumental music 
into its worship services, and heads may be rolling. 
In Lipscomb University, the story goes that Doug 
Varnado, Lipscomb's popular Bible teacher-preacher 
for the Hendersonville Community Church of Christ 
was advised by the Lipscomb president that if instru
mental music was adopted by the Hendersonville 
Community Church of Christ that he is out at Lip
scomb. It already has been done!. 

The substantiated report is that the president of 
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the Goodpasture Christian has issued a similar direc
tive to the school faculty to break off all connections 
with the Hendersonville Community church· or face 
dismissal. B.C. Goodpasture would approve. The 
presidents should face up to the reality that "band 
aid" fixes, and policy "window dressing" are 
doomed to failure. 

The Praxis and the Nexus 
This article is about principals (praxes) and their sub
ordinates (nexuses). The whole of anything is the sum 
total of its connected working parts. This article ad
dresses the emerging p·ostmodern Church of Christ 
denomination with all its connections as defined by 
Douglas Foster and Richard Hughes in their books 
Will the Cycle Be Unbroken, and Reviving the Ancient 
Faith. Both are DCHS staff. members with ties to the 
Digressives which are deep and affectionate. 

All of yesterdays' history is a part and parcel of 
each passing day. Nothing is as old as yesterdays' 
newspaper. Change is forever new and unique as this 
morning's sunrise. Change is the only consistent 
thing in nature so said the preacher. 

We employ here the metaphor of an unstable 
fault line to single out and isolate the major events 
which are dividing the traditional churches of 
Christ, and forming the emerging Church of Christ 
denomination. We use no less an authority than the 
new Lipscomb scholar-in-residence, F. Lagard 
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Smith, who says that the churches of Christ have 
never been so divided in modern times. He should 
know as he is a salient symptom. 

The church divisions in the Restoration Move
ment can be easily traced along a well defined "fault 
line" marked by such major events beginning with 
the organization of the American Christian Mission
ary Society (1849), and the 1968 Restructure. Along 
the way there are other equally important events, 
namely, introduction of the melodeon into the Mid
way Christian Church in 1859 by Dr. L.L. Pinker
ton; McGarvey's candid and fraternal discussions 
over instrumental music in 1864-1890. 

In this century, we are looking at the organiza
tion of the Tennessee Missionary Convention in 
1900; the 1906 Federal Religious Census; Harde
man Tabernacle meetings and the music debate 
(1922-23); the organization of the North American 
Christian Convention in 1926; and the Murch-Witty 
Unity meetings in the late 1930s. There is another 
new generation of such, e.g., the Tulsa Workshop, 
the Nashville Jubilee, Restoration Forum, Winter
fest, and the beat goes on. 

These and more form the nexuses which connect 
and focus in one big picture the multiple forces 
which are wrenching apart the traditional churches 
of Christ. But there is another factor which is prov
ing to be even more deadly. This is the slow invasion 

· of the liberal new theology which has been creeping 
.into the churches for a hundred years. 

This invasion actually began in 1889 following a 
sermon preached by R.C. Cave in the Central Chris
tian Church in St. Louis. It was headlined nation
wide as "The Clerical Sensation." Cave, a noted Di
gressive preacher, embraced the new theology of the 
Graf-Wellhausen Documentary Hypothesis of the 
Pentateuch that the Christian religion has evolved 
along evolutiona.ry lines as suggested by the Darwin
ian hypothesis. 

This isolated event would have future repercus
sions beyond imagination. The College of the Bible 
in Lexington became the first major victim of the 
new theology in 1917. Intellectuals in the Christian 
Church were the fust among the Protestant denomi
nations to embrace the new theology. Hall L. 
Calhoun was forced from the College of the Bible 
because of his opposition to the mew theology. I 
think that Adron Doran and I have told that thor
oughly documented and balanced story in the in the 
Christian Scholar. 

This theological concept eventually took on the 



form and substance of the theology of nco-ortho
doxy which dominated modern theology after World 
War II through the 1950s. The names Karl Barth, 
Rudolph Bultman, and Paul Tillich dominate this 
story. 

Nowadays, postmodern theology is taking on 
new additional atheistic dimensions created by the 
Westmar Institute and the Jesus Seminar. John 
Dominic Crossan of Jesus Seminar fame is not a 
household name, but our Bible scholars in our 
schools know him well. Would they tell their trust
ing gullible brethren more about the substance of the 
postmodern theology, and remove this "albatross" 
from the neck of the traditional churches of Christ. 
Sad to say, this is one of the dominant influences cor
rupting our schools and pulpits today. 

Reading the Signs of the Times 
The middle months of 1999 are destined to bring to
gether and expose the principal forces which are 
threatening the integrity of the New Testament 
churches in our time. We shall bring together and 
show the connections between liberal brethren and 
the causes they promote. There are indeed odd and 
disparate bedfellows who will share the podiums in 
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such places as Jubilee 1999, the Lipscomb Summer 
Lectures, and other connected events such as the 
Gospel Advocate, 21st Christian Century, and Herald 
ofTruth luncheons. 

Especially significant will be Jubilee 1999 which 
will feature the former Herald of Truth speaker and 
chief "change agent," Lynn Anderson as keynote Ju
bilee speaker. What does Carl McKelvey have in 
mind by having Jeff Walling, Joe Beam, F. LaGard 
Smith as featured speakers on the Lipscomb Summer 
Lectures. Would that Dr. Smith explain how he justi
fies worship six months out of the year with a sectar
ian church which uses the organ in worship. 

And in Conclusion 
These are just a few of the samplers as plans unfold 
for the imminent advent of the church of Christ de
nomination. We live in a free American society. Why 
should the change agents be so filled with resent
ment when their agendas are put on the table for an 
open exchange of ideas. Let's do away with this spu
rious "holy Joel" outrage about calling names. Let 
each person tell his own story and use names solely 
for documentation. I am not mad at anybody. 
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An Article from a Jehovah's Witness 
By Hugo McCord 

The title of a six-page article from a sincere and 
determined Jehovah's Witness is: "Why Jesus 
of the Christian Greek Scriptures is notAl

mighty God." On the contrary, the Hebrew and Ara
maic Scriptures and "the Christian Greek Scriptures," 
as translated by the Jehovah's Witnesses' scholars 
(New World Translation Of The Holy Scriptures, 
NWT), show that the preaching done by John the 
baptist about "Jehovah," who is "God Almighty," was 
the "beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ": 

Jehovah appeared to Abram and said to him: 
'I am God Almighty' (Gen. 17:1). 

Listen! Someone is calling out in the wilder
ness: 'Clear up the way of Jehovah, you people! 
Make the highway for our God through the 
desert plain straight' (lsa. 40:3). 

The beginning of the good news about Jesus 
Christ: just as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

'(Look! I am sending forth my messenger before 
your face, who will prepare your way;) listen! 
someone is crying out in the wilderness, Prepare 
the way of Jehovah, you people, make his roads 
straight' (Mark 1:1-3; also, Matt. 3:3; Luke 3:4; 
John 3:23). 

Thus the "Jehovah" predicted by "Isaiah the 
prophet,". and proclaimed by his "messenger," John 
the baptist (Matt. 3:11), was none other than "Jesus 
Christ" (Mark 1:1). How could Jehovah, whom "no 
man" can see "and live" (Ex. 33:20), be Jesus in vis
ible "flesh" (John 1:14)? Is there more than one Je
hovah? Impossible, for "Jehovah our God is one Je
hovah" and "there is no other" (Deut. 6:4; 4:35, 39; 
Mark 12:28-34). How can one be three, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit? 

In human reckoning, one cannot be three. We 
can understand in marriage that two can and should 
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become one, and we can understand how one hu
manity can be billions of individuals. But how can 
one deity be three persons? "Can you by searching 
discover God? Can you find out the Almighty to per
fection?" (Job 11:7-8). Indeed, "great is the mystery 
of godliness" (1 Tun. 3:16). 

0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past tracing out! (Rom. 
11:33). 

Yet God expects us to know him, and heaven de
pends on our doing so. "This is eternal life, to know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 
have sent" Oohn 17:3). A God of love does notre
quire the impossible, and "his commandments are not 
grievous" (1 John 5:3). The wayfaring man, though 
simple, can come to a saving knowledge of God (lsa. 
35:8). "Be not: foolish, but understand what is the 
Lord's will" (Eph. 5: 17). 

According to Richard Trench, Synonyms of the 
New Testament, p. 7, the only New Testament word 
expressing deity in the absolute is theotes (Col. 2:9). 
It is translated Godhead (KJY, ASV), "Deity" (NASV, 
NIV), "deity" (NRSV), and mistranslated "divine 
quality" (NWT). Jesus has "divine quality" (theiotes), 
Rom. 1:20), yes, and more: "In him dwells all the 
fullness of the Godhead (theotes) bodily" (Col. 2:9). 

Though the biblical Godhead is one ('ehad, Deut. 
6:4;heis, 1 Cor. 8:6), yet he is a triune being, a trinity. 
The second verse of the Bible mentions, in the creative 
work, the Spirit of God. God was speaking to Jesus 
when he said, "Let us make man in our image" (Gen. 
1:26; John 1:3; Col. 1:16). Clearly, the Godhead is a 
three-fold being. How three can be one and one can 
be three are now unrevealed matters (Deut. 29:29), 
but the biblical fact is indisputable. 

Three· items of faith that cannot be surrendered 
are "one Spirit, one Lord, ..• [and] one God and Fa
ther of all" (Eph. 4:4-6). Jesus was not "the Everlast
ing Father," a mistranslation of Isaiah 9:6, but he is 
the "Father of Eternity," reflecting his timelessness 
(cf. Micah 5 :2). 

As there is one being in the Godhead called the 
"Father," so one is called the "Son," but literalness 
calls for a mother. The words Father and Son were 
never meant to be literal. In one sense, all human be
ings are sons of God (cf. Luke 3:38). Angels are sons 
of God (Psa. 29:1; Job 1:6). But there is a sense in 
which Jesus is a special Son of God (Psa. 2:7; John 
1:18), that is, the only one of his kind, a sui generis, a 
unique one. 

Physically Jesus was begotten by the Holy Spirit 
(Luke 1:35), but as a member of the Godhead he 
was never begotten. A begotten son can never be as 
old as his father. If Jesus were begotten, he could not 
be "the first" (Rev. 1:17). He was not the beginning 
of God's creation, but he was the beginner (arche) of 
it (Rev. 3:14), "and without him nothing was cre
ated" Oohn 1:3; Col. 1:16). Nothing preceded him, 
for he is timeless (Micah 5:2; Rev. 1:17). 

Therefore only in a figurative sense Jesus is called 
"the Son of God." The thrilling prediction of an ex
cited Father "this day I have begotten you" (Psa. 2:7), 
had no reference to the Bethlehem birth. It is a figura
tive expression, comparable to the happy announce
ment of a birth in any home, but the heavenly Father 
was speaking of Jesus' resurrection and of his being 
crowned as king and of his beins anointed as high 
priest (Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5; 5:5). 

In another thrilling predictive utterance God the 
Father had the Psalmist (45 :6) to write what he would 
say on his SQn's coronation day in heaven on Pente
cost Day, May 28, A.D. 30: "Your throne, 0 God, is 
forever and ever" (mistranslated by NWT, and also 
mistranslated in Hebrews 1: 8). 

Another prediction about the coming Christ, that 
physically he would be the son of a virgin (lsa. 7:14 ), 
makes his deity a prerequisite, for if he were not 
virgin-born he would be no more divine than the rest 
of us. I rejoice that the NWT, in citing the meaning of 
"Immanuel," did not say "With us is a god," but in
stead: "With Us Is God" (Matt. 1:23, NWT). 

Paul wrote that Jesus is "equal to God" (Phil. 
2:6), but the NWT has reduced Jesus to a "god" 
ijohn 1:1). The Jehovah's Witnesses' misguided at
tempt to avoid the trinity makes them polytheists, 
believing in a superior and lesser gods. In their re
duction of Jesus from "God" to "a god" Oohn 1:1, 
according to the Greek, they say), they fail to carry 
through in verse 6, for they dare not translate that 
John the baptist was a man sent from "a god" (where 
the Greek has not changed). · 

Further, they are not bold enough to make Tho
mas say to jesus, "My Lord and a god" (where the 
Greek stays the same, John 20:28). Further, the 
NWT inserts a non-Greek word. "Jehovah" 237 
times in the New Testament where the Greek word 
"Lord" (kurios) is found, but leaves the Greek word 
in place in not having Thomas to say to Jesus, "My 
Jehovah and God." Jehovah's Witnesses do not want 
Jesus to be called "Jehovah," a non-biblical hybrid 
word but precious to them. They also omit the word 
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"Jehovah" in 1 Peter 3:15, for they did not want to 
say, "But sanctify Christ as Jehovah in your hearts." 
Making the Bible say what we want it to say is one 
form of "twisting" the scriptures (2 Pet. 3:16). 

Moreover, It is sad that the dedicated Jehovah's 
Witnesses demote the Holy Spirit, another person in 
the Godhead, to a "spirit." While Jesus was yet wet 
from his baptism in the Jordan River, "the heavens 
were opened up, and he saw descending like a dove 
God's spirit coming upon him" (Matt. 3:16, NWT). 
Since a spirit is invisible, what did Jesus see? 

Like the Father (Rev. 21:6) and like the Son (Rev. 
1:17), the Holy Spirit is timeless (Heb. 9:14). 

Baptism is to be performed "in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit" (Matt. 
28:19, NWf), what is the Holy Spirit's name? 

My sincere and determinedJW friend asks a sen
sible question: "If Jesus is Almighty God~ why did 
Jesus say, 'My Father is greater than I'?" It is true 
that in authority Jesus was inferior to God, for "God 
is the head of Christ" (1 Cor. 11:3), but Jesus was 
not inferior in substance, in being God, for he was 
"equal to God" (Phil. 2:6). Similarly, in authority 
"the man is the head of the woman" (1 Cor. 11:3), 
but the woman is not inferior in substance, in being 
a human being, for she was created "in the image of 
God" as was the man (Gen. 1:27; 5:1-2). 

My friend asks another: "If Jesus is Almighty God, 
why does John say, 'No man has seen God at any 
time'?" Truly the essence of God is invisible, for God 

is a spirit being ijohn 4:24). A "spirit does not have 
flesh and bones" (Luke 24:39), which Jesus had, and 
his apostle wrote that "we have seen him with our 
eyes," and "we have looked upon" him (1 John 1:1). 

However, "with God all things are possible" 
(Matt. 19:26). Adam and Eve ·"heard the sound of 
Yahweh God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day" (Gen. 3:8). On mount Sinai God made himself 
visible to Moses. Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy 
elders of Israel "saw the God of Israel; and there was 
under his feet as it were a paved work of sapphire 
stone, and as it were the very heaven for clearness. 
. .. They beheld God" (Ex. 24:9-11, 16). 

Moreover, Isaiah "saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne" and exclaimed, "My eyes have seen the 
King, Yahweh of hosts" (6:1, 5). The experiences of 
these people show that God can cover his invisible 
spirit with things visible. Bible scholars call physical 
sightings of God theophanies, as Jesus coming in 
"the flesh" ijohn 1:14; 1 John 4:2; 2 John 7). 

However, no earthly theophany, even - if such 
were available today - will compare with seeing 
God in heaven! Sometime all the redeemed will "see 
him just as he is" (1 John 3:2). Three thousand years 
ago David prayed: 

As for me, I will see your face in righteousness; I 
will be satisfied when I awake in your likeness 
(Psa. 17: 15). 
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Preach What? 
By L. Toreador 

l mutant strain of evangelism has appeared in 
the church, bringing feeble-kneed apathy. The 
church should be "set for the defense of the 

gospel" (Phil. 1:17), seeing she is "the pillar and 
ground of truth" (1 Trm. 3:15), but this newfangled 
and warped evangelism ties the church to the chariot 
wheels of the devil. It is so non-judgmental that it 
cannot distinguish sin and heresy, but it makes you 
feel good. 

One item on the agenda of modern change-agents 
is to disfranchise the evangelistic zeal of the people of 
God by a neo-methodology that suppresses Bible 
truth, and denies its saving power. This new method-
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ology is referred to as Friendship or Servant Evange
lism. 

Tommy King advocated this folly in his presenta
tion at the recent Abilene Christian University Lec
tureship. He said: 

Outside the teaching and the preaching process, 
is the sharing of peoples' stories as testimonials 
••• to have someone get up and tell his or her 
story is powerful. It is faith formational. That is 
faith shaping, and you don't have to universalize 
it. People will do that when you hear someone's 
story. When you hit those, those arc really pow
erful in your life .••• In developing your worship 
order ••• there are ways you can tell the story ••• 



in use of your music and in the scriptures that 
you choose. Those who plan worship and who 
are leaching and preaching must be aware that 
the most powerful tool we have is the story and 
be careful with that in that we don't detract from 
the story by always explaining it away. Or going 
off and majoring in propositional truth. Proposi
tional truth is not faith shaping. Story is. Propo
sitional truth is an educational activity but spiri
tually immature people aren't ready for educa
tion. They need formation not instruction. Dis
cussion of doctrine is an adult activity. We have 
gotten off track somewhere along the way. We 
tend to think we begin by teaching someone doc
trine, and that's not true (Tommy King, 'Worship 
Evangelism,' tape #227, Feb. 23, 1999 at 3:30 
p.m., Abilene Christian University). 

The idea that the real power is in telling human 
experiences and that such "stories" are "faith shaping" 
denies Paul's inspired statement that "faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 
10:17).. It is foolish on its face, but it is exciting. It also 
tends to make liars out of otherwise good people. 
Human interest stories have a tendency to grow with 
the telling until they lose all semblance of reality. 

Its obvious aim is amusement. It advocates such 
things as car-washes and awful theater. It tickles the 
immature and has a show of religion but is of "not of 
any value against the indulgence of the flesh." 

For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, 
boastful, haughty, railers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
implacable, slanderers, without self-control, 
fierce, no lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, 
puffed up, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God; holding a form of godliness, but having 
denied the power thereof. From these also turn 
away (2 Tun. 3:2-5) 

This altered-form of "evangelism" is called "low 
risk and high grace." It prides itself on being 
non-judgmental. It chokes on such warnings as: 

But there arose false prophets also among the 
people, as among you also there shall be false 
teachers, who shall privily bring in destructive 
heresies, denying even the Master that bought 
them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 
And many shall follow their lascivious doings; by 
reason of whom the way of the truth shall be evil 
spoken of. And in covetousness shall they with 
feigned words make merchandise of you: whose 
sentence now from of old lingereth not, and their 
destruction slumbereth not (2 Pet. 2:1-3). 

The goal of this weak-kneed approach is to in
crease attendance in any manner, except by presenting 
truth. Many of these programs promote House Wor
ship, which is meeting in private homes for group 

therapy. It seeks to recover the drunk by using the 
twelve-steps of AA, and comfort the divorcee by 
making her think sin is not sin. It is travesty to call it 
evangelism. . 

The gospel- not personal experiences - is the 
power of God to save (Rom. 1: 16). Paul told T1111othy 
to "Preach the word," by which he meant the ever-· 
lasting truth of the gospel. It is only the truth of God's 
word that will make the sinner free ijohn 8:32), al
beit spoken in love and civility. The telling of unin
spired human experience may get crowds but what is 
needed is repentance, ~nd that comes only when we 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with longsuffering and 
patience. 

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we 
drift away from them. For if the word spoken 
through angels proved stedfast, and every trans
gression and disobedience received a just recom
pense of reward; how shall we escape, if we ne
glect so great a salvation? which having at the 
first been spoken through the Lord, was con
firmed unto us by them that heard; God also 
bearing witness with them, both by signs and 
wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gihs 
of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will 
(Heb. 2:1-4). 

This shameless perversion of the gospel of God 
makes one think of the antics of televangelist Jim 
Bakker. 

In full view of his television audience, he 
preached a new religion - or a new form of 
Christianity - based on faith in financial 
miracles and in a Heaven here on earth with a 
water slide and luxury hotels. It was a religion of 
celebrity and showmanship and fun, which 
made a mockery of all puritanical standards and 
all canons of good taste. Its standard was excess, 
and its doctrines were tolerance and freedom 
from accountability. Bakker responded, 'Why 
should I apologize because God throws in crystal 
chandeliers, mahogany floors, and the best con
struction in the world?' (New Yorker, April 23, 
1990). 
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Christ's Discipline of Withdrawal 
By Bob Cruse 

Jesus gave h, is disciples specific instructions for 
dealing with a Christian who sins against a 
brother (Matt. 18:15 -17). His lesson shows 

how a small personal offense can escalate into a deep 
public sin. If the sinner is unwilling to repent after 
three sincere overtures from the offended brother, 
other witnesses, and, finally, "the church" intense 
magnification of the sin occurs. In this instance, 
Jesus tells us we must let the sinner be to us "like a 
heathen and a tax collector" (v. 17) 

The modern church has almost disavowed this 
part of Jesus' divine plan. Not many elders will even 
consider it. Few sermons mention it. As a result 
Christians in the pew have no clue about it. 

But J esu~' words are clear and understandable. 
They form a series of imperative commands. Obedi
ence to these commands, in this circumstance, is 
compulsory for everyone who would be his disciple. 

Harshness or lack of love was not in Jesus' mind 
or on his lips. His dual concerns were the restoration 
of the sinner and the protection of innocent Chris
tians from the leavening influence of sin. He wanted 
his disciples to know that withdrawal of fellowship 
within the local congregation is the tool of last resort 
in pursuing these noble spiritual goals. 

The Comforter led the aposdes into explicit af
firmation of Jesus' discipline of withdrawal. Paul ad
monished the Thessalonians to "note," "withdraw" 
from and refuse to "keep company" with "busybod
ies" in the church (2 Thess. 3 ). 
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OpenForam 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers that Guy N. 
Woods was asked during the Open Forum at the Freed-Harde
man Lectures. For more than two decades he conducted the 
famous Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman University. It was un
questionably the most popular period In the lectureship day. 
Most of the questions Involve controversial matters. 
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He instructed the Roman church to "note" and 
"avoid" false teachers in the larger brotherhood who 
were causing "divisions and offenses" (Rom. 16: 17). 

When he knew that a "sexually immoral" 
brother was being harbored in the Corinthian 
church, he commanded them to "put away from 
yourselves the evil person" (1 Cor. 5:13). 

Peter instructs us to "beware" of men who 
"twist" the Scripture "to their own destruction" (2 
Pet. 3:16£).-John warns that receiving or greeting a 
false teacher is the same as sharing "in his evil 
deeds" (2 John 10). 

Lovingly administered Christ's discipline of 
withdrawal and marking powerfully moves sinners 
toward true repentance. It simultaneously shields in
nocent disciples who are tempted to imitate hard
ened sinners. 

We cannot know until judgment day how many 
souls have been lost because of our refusal to heed 
these plain words of our Lord and his aposdes. Fac
ing God with hands stained by the spiritual blood of 
these lost souls is indeed a daunting prospect. 
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19th Annual 

Cane Ridge 
Cane Ridge Meeting House 1791 

Restoration Lectureship 
"The Unity of the Spirit" 

- July 29-August 1, 1999-

Thursday, July 29 
6:45 p.m . .................. Gospel Singing ........... ............................................. .. ..................................... .. ..... ........... Todd Walker 
7:30p.m . .................. The Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace .. ...................................... .. ...... ............ David Pharr 

Friday, July 50 
9:00a.m ................... Every Wind of Doctrine .......................................................................... ..................... David Hester 

10:00 a.m ................... One Spirit ......................................................................................... ................................ Jerry Moffitt 
11 :00 a.m . .................. One God and Father ................................. ...................... ............................................... David Pharr 
12:00 p.m . .................. Guided tours of restoration sites (lunch enroute) .................. ....................... Everett Donaldson 

..................................................................................................................................... ... George Rogers 
6:45 p.m ................... Gospel Singing .................................................................. ...... .. ..... .................................. Todd Walker 
7:30p.m . .................. One Body ............... ....................................................................................................... Bill Lockwood 

Saturday, July 31 
9:00a.m ................... Walk Worthy of Thy Calling ........................................... ................ .............................. Jerry Moffitt 

1 0:00a.m ................... Let Him Who Stole, Steal No More .................. ........................................ .............. Bill Lockwood 
11 :00 a.m . .................. Unity in the Restoration Movement .......................................................................... Ad ron Doran 
12:00 p.m ..... .............. Lunch provided by North Lexington congregation 

1 :30 p.m . .................. One Baptism ............................................ ......................... .............................................. Dub McClish 
Ladies Class: The Truth Is in jesus ........................................................................ Dietlinde Spears 

2:30p.m ................... One Hope ....................................................................................................................... David Hester 
6:45p.m ................... Gospel Singing .. ............................................................................................................... Todd Walker 
7:30p.m ................... Speaking the Truth in Love ........................................................................................... Lester Kamp 

Sunday, August 1 
9:30a.m ................... One Lord ............. ........................ .............................................. ....................................... Lester Kamp 

10:30 a.m ................... One Faith .... ......... ........... ......................................... .. ...................................................... Dub McClish 

- Afternoon worship at the Cane Ridge Meeting House-
3:00p.m ................... The Cane Ridge Story .................... .. ........................................ ........................... Everetf. Donaldson 

North Lexington Church of Christ 
549 Parkside Drive • Lexington, Kentucky 40505 • {606) 299-9511 
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Potpourri ••• 

H. D. Smith, well-known, respected, and ca
pable gospel preacher of Canton, Texas, at
tended the Freed-Hardeman Lectures in 

January of 1941. He was a bright-eyed new convert 
to Christ, and wanted to preach the word. He heard 
capable men present eternal truth, which intensified 
his desire to scatter gospel seed. 

H. D. kept the outlines of lessons presented by 
H. Leo Boles, C.D. Plum, Gus Nichols, Boone 
Douthett, John T. Lewis, W. Clarence Cooke, B. C. 
Goodpasture, G.K. Wallace, and G.A. Dunn. The 
lessons were magnificent, biblical, and powerful. 

The young H. D. Smith took the teaching home 
with him, and for more than 58 years he treasured it. 
He often referred to and benefited from the infor
mation he received at Freed-Hardeman. 

Recendy, during a brief teaching session at 
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Edgewood, H. D. brought the worn, frail, yellowed, 
and cracking pages containing these outlines and of
fered this priceless treasure to me. It was a deeply 
appreciated expression of his confidence and ap
proval. 

I brought this treasure home with me and pho
tocopied the pages. It turned out better than you 
would expect. I have returned the original and a 
couple of photocopies to H. D, whose friendship and 
encouragement is more valuable than gold refined in 
the fire. 

One of the oudines is a lesson presented by H. 
Leo Boles on Religious Papers. Needless to say this 
caught my eye. In talking about the wrong use of the 
press, brother Boles said: 

1. Teach false doctrine 
2. Broadcast church troubles 
3. Tosowdiscardamongbrethren (Prov6:16-19) 
4. A channel for abuse 
5. To attempt to discipline 

(a) Discipline a church 
(b) Discipline an individual 

Gospel papers ought to be vehicles for informa
tion and tools for teaching and defending truth, but 
should never attempt to be a paper pope. 

Thank you, H. D. Smith, for preserving and 
making available this valuable material. 

Aaofller flew rraaslatioa 
0 Tom Knox, vice president of marketing at the 

Christian Broadcasting Network, which is planning 
a jazzy, high-profile campaign for a new translation 
of the Bible called "The Book" said, "The bottom 
line is, we want to make Bible-reading cool." 

Apparendy the "new" Bible is going to be filled 
with slang. Hmmmm! 

lare Slgas of f6e rimes 
0 Manatee County (FL) voted to bar women 

from exposing more than 7 5 percent of their breasts 
and everyone from baring more than two-thirds of 
their buttocks. When asked how it was going to be 
enforced, a deputy sheriff said, "I don't think we'll 
be tape-measuring." Hmmmm! 



....... 
0 Some religious groups are squabbling over the 

Church of the Holy Sepulcher, which is called the 
"final resting place of Jesus." The body of Jesus was 
in the tomb for a matter of hours and to speak of his 
"final resting place" denigrates his resurrection. 
Hmmmm! 

Sllt6s 
0 Sikhism, a denomination of Hinduism, is in 

deep disagreement over whether to take a religious 
meal while sitting on the floor or sitting at a table. 
Sikhs have eaten the meal sitting on the floor as a 
sign of equality; but tables and chairs have been 
added to accommodate the elderly and infirm. When 
moderates tried to return tables and chairs to a 
Vancouver temple, tempers flared there was a near 
riot (Chicago Tribune, April9, 1999). 

Sounds like some of our brethren -
Hmmmmm! 
«eafrlrir 

0 In Denniston, Ky., some citizens in the most 
educated, refined, cultivated, and civilized nation on 
the face of the planet earth (all hail America the 

beautiful) participated in a pagan de~onstration 
(April 30 to May 2, 1999). As many as 200 dancing, 
drumbeating revelers "celebrated the blossoming of 
spring and the power of fertility." Witches, magi
cians, and pagans were naked as they chanted and 
worshiped. Hmmmm! 

ltlefllodisls 
0 Last week (April11, 1999) the Methodist Com

mission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Con
cerns voted to fight the denomination's ban on homo
sexual union ceremonies [weddings] at the General 
Conference in 2000. It is the second agency to make 
such a declaration; the denomination's Board of 
Church and Society previously adopted a similar reso
lution" (Chicago Tribune, April16, 1999). 

Maxims 
0 Christianity Today (Feb. 8, 1999) interviewed 

Max Lucado, preacher for the Oak Hills Church of 
Christ in San Antonio. Very impressive. I would like 
to be interviewed by Christianity Today, but it is not 
likely to happen. 

When Lucado was asked, "How would you as
sess the state of the evangelical movement at the end 

ARK-LA-MISS Bible Lectureship 
July 21·23, 1999 

Living Soberly, Righteously, and Godly 

Wednesda~ July 21 
7:00 p.m ..................................... Congregational Singing 

0 

7:30 p.m ..................................... Living Soberly, Righteously, and Godly ............................... Floyd Johnson 
Thursda~ July 22 

9:00 a.m ..................................... The Sin of Alcoholism •••••.•..••..••.•••.•....••.••••.••.••••••••..•••••••••••. Waymon Swain 
10:00 a.m ••.•..•...••••.....•.•.••..•..••••••• The Sin of Gambling ............................................................ Floyd Johnson 
11 :00 a.m ••••••..•.•••••.•.....•.•••••.•.••.•• The Sin of Homosexuality ............................................................ Bob Swain 
1 :00 p.m ..................................... The Sin of Negligence ................................................................ Joe Nichols 
2:00 p.m ..................................... Adding the Fruits of the Spirit •.••.•.•.•.••.•.•..••.••.••.••..•.•••.••••••.••• Darwin Hunter 
3:00 p.m •••••••.••.•••••.••......•.••.••.••.• The Sin of Adultery and Fornication ••••.••••.•.••.•••••..••••• H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Frida~ July 23 
9:00 a.m ..................................... The Sin of Lukewarmness ••.••••.•.•.••.•.••.•.••.•••••..••••••••.••••••••.• Freddie Shows 

10:00 a.m ••••••.•.•••••.••.••••..•.••.•..••••. Adding the Christian Graces ........................................................... Don Tate 
11 :00 a.m ..................................... Gods Laws on Morality: Are They Binding? ••••.••..•.••••••.. Lindsey Patterson 
1:00 p.m ..................................... Dancing and Pornography ........................................................... Don Smith 
2:00 p.m ..................................... Acts 24:25, Righteousness, Temperance, Judgment •••••••.••. Gilbert Howell 

0 

3:00 p.m ..................................... Immodest Dress, Smoking, Drug Use ................................. Joe Sponaugle 
7:00 p.m ..................................... Congregational Singing 
7:30 p.m ..................................... To Know Right From Wrong ................................................... Darwin Hunter 
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of the twentieth century?" Lucado answered, "We're 
struggling to deal with some tough questions. We 
don't know quite how to respond to some hard so
cial questions, like abortion. We don't know 
whether to be militant against a homosexual or work 
side by side with homosexuals. We don't know if it 
helps to boycott this need or if we should pray for 
this need. We have identified the enemy, but we 
don't know how to respond." 

Max L. may not know what to do about abor
tion and homosexuality, but Bible believers know. 

Cartoon 
0 Perplexed preacher talking to average woman. 

The woman says, "Actually, nobody considers that to 
be a significant theological issue anymore - al
though it was the reason our denomination was first 
formed" (Christianity Today, Feb. 8, 1999). 

'Tain't ~y, McGee. ,, .. ,.,, •.. 
OAlso in the Feb. 8, 1999 issue of Christianity 

Today is an article marveling over some modern 
theologians who think the Bible is inspired and iner-
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rant. Some of the new theologians think the Bible is 
God-breathed and error-free in a modified way, but 
at least one of them is committed to the "authority 
of Scriptures." Imagine that! Some theologians (stu
dents of God and religious truth) think that 

God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers 
in the prophets by divers portions and in divers 
manners, hath at the end of these days spoken 
unto us in (his) Son, whom he appointed heir of 
all things, through whom also he made the 
worlds. 

How strange can you get? 

Mu Ba l'wo Mommies 
• A San Francisco court decreed Linda 

McAllister, whose egg produced her son, and Leslee 
Subak (her lesbian lover) who carried him to term, 
are the joint parents of Max, their male baby. Both 
women had ,biological ties to the child (the sperm 
came from an anonymous donor). One legal scholar 
says, "It makes sense." 

Yes, we think so, too, but what kind of sense. .. ,.,.,,. 
0 Jeff, a 35-year-old computer technician believes 

that if he loves Jesus enough he will stop having sex 
with other men. Marc, a 39-year-old father of four, 
studies the Bible with the hope that it will help him 
stop having homosexual affairs. These men are mem
bers of a group called "Love in Action," which helps 
homosexual men convert to normal men. 

"Love in Action" is one of more than 90 minis
tries drawing referrals from "Exodus International 
of Seattle," one of the largest organizations for "ex
gays" in the country. 

Steven Baines, a Southern Baptist minister and 
partner in Equal Partners in Faith, a Washington, 
D.C. group that preaches religious tolerance and in
clusion, said campaigns like this could be dangerous. 
Baines, who is homosexual, said, "We have to stop 
rhetoric that demonizes individuals simply because 
they are attracted to the same gender" (Chicago Tri
bune, April16, 1999). 

Okay, Steve Baines, but what if perverts are at
tract~d to and have sex with little boys and girls? 
What if they copulate with goats and other animals? 
What if their aberration includes sexual fulfillment 
by inflicting pain on others, or in being humiliated 
and physically abused? Is that within the reach of 
tolerance and inclusion? 

What say you, Max Lucado? Is this included in 
what you meant about evangelicals not having 
agreed on "gay" issues? 



.. ,.,, .. ,.,. 
0 "I hate it when people blame someone else and 

don't' take responsibility" (President Clinton, dis
cussing with Vrrginia students the problems he sees 
with American youth that may have led to the high 
school shootings in Littleton, Colo., as reported in 
U.S. News & World Report, May 3, 1999). 

Get Ollllel 0111 
0 World magazine (April 24, 1999) reported that 

a Seattle bus driver, unhappy with two passengers' 
conversation about God, booted them. One of the· 
two, a pregnant mother, in a hurry to get home to 
care for her two other children, had to walk nearly a 
mile alongside rush-hour traffic - in the rain. How 
it all happened will be the subject of litigation: She 
says she'll never stop talking about God, so unless 
something changes, her free-speech rights don't even 
merit a seat in the back of the bus. , ... .,.,, .. ,,, .. 

0 Bob Djurdjevic (Washington Times, Jan. 4, 
1998) says, "Hate is displaying its ugly face as a dic
tatorship of minorities. Incredibly perhaps, in a 
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country which has been inhabited by a Christian ma
jority for centuries, anti-Christian venom is being 
spread across America. And not just across America. 
It is global anti-Christian virus being disseminated 
deliberately by the New World Order elite. 

Djurdjevic offers some convincing evidence that 
there is a move afoot to banish Christianity in favor 
of a new religion, which is a mixture of Kwanza (a 
tribal religion), Hinduism (New Ageism), Environ
mentalism (tree-buggers), and Earth Worship (pa
ganism). 

Truth crushed to earth will rise again - but it 
sure takes a long time. 

Columblae 
0 Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, the two shoot

ers at Littleton, Colo., were nurtut:ed in the womb of 
American culture. Columnist Linda Chavez, (Chi
cago Tribune, April 28, 1999) says, "The entertain
ment industry saturates young people with violent 
images unlike anything most of us ever saw growing 
up .•• violent images of severed limbs, gaping chest 
wounds, and flowing blood are the staple of virtually 
every modern action film." 

Violence coupled with a woeful lack of the be
nevolent influence of the teaching of Jesus produces 
children bleeding and dying in halls of secular learn
ing. Kids without Christ are kids without a moral 
compass. If they see themselves as the great-grand
children of the Orangutan, or maybe the Hyena, 
they will behave like animals. 

Chavez concludes her alarming article with the 
words, "In the last few years, we have witnessed one 
murderous rampage after another within our 
schools, each more shocking than the last. We cre
ated Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold by allowing our 
popular culture to turn into a nonstop training film 
on how to kill. And we left them without proper su
pervision from parents or schools ••. " 

But sadder still we left them without God. There 
is no spiritual component for most modern youth, 
and therefore no moral equilibrium. The youth are 
told that positiveness is a vice, and judging is evil, 
and love is sex. If there is no God and if we are the 
offspring of the ape, then anything goes. I challenge 
a devout organic-evolutionist, or atheist to show 
why children should not murder other children. 

Kathleen Parker, another Chicago Tribune col
umnist, quoted James Garbarino, the author of 
"Lost Boys," as saying, "A strong spiritual base pro
vides a buffer against social pathologies." Parker ob-
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serves, "The boys who every day wore black trench 
coats and berets with swastikas to school, who hated 
jocks, blacks, and other minorities, who openly 
adored Hider ... were lost. Did they have a spiritual 
base? Did they have something to fall back on, a pur
pose to their lives, a reason to live, to love, to be 
loved? Decidedly not." 

Spiritual life isn't the product of a cosmic mist. It 
is the result of Bible study, prayer, worship, and ser
vice. It is going to church, loving God above all else, 
and loving your neighbor as you love yourself. 

1111er6reelll•g 
0 The bones of what is thought to be a four-year

old boy shows a human-like face and a Neanderthal
like body and legs. This gave rise to the question of 
whether homo sapiens had interbred with Neander
thals. Fred H. Smith of Northern Dlinois Umversity 
in De Kalb called it "very convincing and absolutely 
right." He thinks the evidence is clear, crisp, and 
concise. He then says that some scholars will prob
ably agree and a significant number of other scholars 
will probably not agree. (Source: Chicago Tribune, 
April25, 1999). 

Hey, if the evidence is all that plain, why would 
any scholar disagree? 

J6e l'rut6 Aout lies 
0 Shortly after Rolando Cruz stepped to the wit

ness stand in the trial of seven men charged with 
framing him in the death of Jeanine Nicarico, and 
swore to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, he confessed he was undergoing psy
chiatric treatment for compulsive lying (Chicago Tri
bune, April 26, 1999). 

Well, well, well, have we "advanced". to the 
point that we now regard lying (along with drunken
ness, adultery, and murder), as a disease? Imagine 
your child saying, "I lied because I'm sick and it's 
not my fault." 

W6at Jo Fou Maie of J61s7 
0 The Broadway Church of Christ in Lubbock, 

Texas recently printed in its weekly bulletin the fol
lowing: 

Excitement is growing as members of a variety 
of churches in the Lubbock community are mak
ing a commitment to be "Lighthouses of P.rayer" 
in their respective neighborhoods. Two special 
events soon will be held at the Broadway build
ing to unite this large group which seeks to cre
ate an atmosphere for revival in our city. 

On Friday, March S, there will be a Citywide 
Unity Celebration at 7:00p.m. in the Broadway 
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auditorium. A time of worship will be led by 
Adam Looney and Richard Smith of Levi Minis
tries. Ted Haggard from Colorado Springs, Colo
rado, will be the guest speaker, sharing a testi
mony about what prayer has accomplished in his 
city. A highlight of the evening will be a computer 
projection of a large map of Lubbock which will 
pinpoint the 600-1000 lighthouses of prayers 
being established. Ted's encouragement will set 
the tone for a prayer time in which local ministers 
will offer a prayer of blessing and commissioning 
over the lighthouses representing their own fel
lowships. In closing, Rodney Plunket will offer an 
inclusive prayer of commissioning. 

I know what I think about it, but what do you 
think? 
A&ertisiag 

0 Billboards in the Ft. Lauderdale area display 
such irreverent messages as: 

• "Come on over, and bring the kids - God." 
• "What part of 'Thou shalt not ... ' didn't you 

understand?" 
• "Let's meet at my house Sunday before the 

game." 
• "I can think of 10 things that are carved in 

stone." 
Talk about trivializing Christianity. 

Once jgala 
0 Our thanks to Earl Davis of Chicago for pro

viding much of the material in this column. He does 
~ good job of scanning the newspaper and picking 
out prime and juicy tidbits. We are in his debt. One 
of these days I would like to go to Chicago and have 
a Big Mac with Earl. 

'•nerutloa 
0 According to Dr. Paul Marshall, Senior at Free

dom House Center, Washington, D.C., religious per
secution continues worldwide and is more brutal 
than ever (Premis-, March 1999). 

He reports that the "predominantly Christian 
population in southern Sudan are subject to torture, 
rape, and starvation for its failure to convert to Is
lam." Christian children are routinely sold into sla
very. Muslims, on the other hand, who convert to 
Christianity face the death penalty. 

Marshall observes that in the former Yugoslavia 
the war raging between the Orthodox, Catholics 
and Muslims is always referred to as "ethnic" cleans: 
ing. He wrote that the Chinese press noted that "the 
church played an important role in the change in 
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union and 
warned, If China does not want such a scene to be 



repeated in its land, it must strangle the baby while it 
is still in the manger." 

Marshall's compliant is that the media consis
tendy fails (refuses) to report the widespread perse
cution of Christians. ,., .. 

0 Gene Edward Veith (World magazine, April10, 
1999) makes the observation, "First, the culture be
gan to see premarital sex as the norm. Then homo
sexuality became culturally respectable. The next ta
boo targeted for overthrow by our sexual revolu
tionaries is sex between adults and children." 

The leading journal of the American Psychologi
cal Association published an article maintaining that 
sex between children and adults is not harmful and, 
in fact, can be a positive experience for the child. 
The article, tided "A Meta-analytic Examination of 
Assumed Properties of Child Sexual Abuse Using 
College Samples," was published in the APA Psycho
logical Bulletin (1998), Vol. 124, No. 1, pp. 22-53). 

The article insists we should not be so judgmen
tal. "Classifying a behavior as abuse simply because 
it is generally viewed as immoral or defined as ille
gal," they say, "is problematic." The study su~ested 
that a willing encounter would be labeled simply 
"adult-child sex," a value-neutral term. 

Veith observes, "One can only marvel at how the 
3 percent of the population that is homosexual ex
erts such an influence on the culture, while the 43 
percent that goes to church every Sunday seem to 
exert no influence whatsoever." 

Amen! 

,,,, ··•··· Oln April 1999 a report commissioned by the 
White House concluded that smoked marijuana 
ulight have some legitimate medicinal uses. 

Lost in the haze is what the study really found: 
"Marijuana has limited potential as a valid drug 
therapy." The study said, "Marijuana's medical ef
fects are generally modest, and for most symptoms 
there are more effective medicines available on the 
market." 

Marijuana has known adverse effects and its side 
effects may not be yet fully known. 

,.,., -1.1.11 
OJames A. McNutt, 90, minister of the gospel, 

died of heart failure this past March. McNutt was a 
member of Freed-Hardeman Advisory Board and 
was on faculty at Memphis School of Preaching. 

He was a man who possessed a high degree of 
taste and refinement formed by aesthetic and intel
lectual training - based on the inspired scriptures. 
He was also down-to-earth and in touch with reality. 
He was truly a man with his head in the clouds but 
his feet on the ground. 

McNutt was serious about eternal verities, but 
did not take himself seriously. He could joke and 
laugh, but he could also, with steely-eyed devotion, 
proclaim imperishable truths in a no-nonsense way. 

He will be remembered as jovial, but committed; 
as pleasant, but uncompromising; as earthy but 
heavenly. 

1 Corinthians 15:47-49 says, "The first man is of 
the earth, earthy: the second man is of heaven. As is 
the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as 
is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 
And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image C?f the heavenly.» 

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not 
vain in the Lord.» 

We express a fond farewell to the beloved J .A. 
McNutt and pray that one day we may be reunited 
on an evergreen shore. 

To his daughter, eight grandchildren, thirteen 
great-grandchildren, and ten great-great-grandchil
dren we extend sympathy and condolence, knowing 
that your solace in is remembering the manner of 
man he was. God bless. 

Give your Bible class curriculum Lambert's 

"Back to Basics" Test: 

The Five C's: 
Is your curlculum ••• 
1. Christ-centered 
2. Comprehensive 
a Chronological 
4. Closely-graded 
5. Challenging 

Lambert offers two complete curriculums: The Uvlng Way 
(NT) and New Uvlng Bible Lessons (OT). Both cover 
Nursery through Senior high. Order your free 8-page 
color brochure with a summary of each quarter's study. 
can your Christian bookstore or 1-&oo-551-8511. 

Wtfttsn and pub/1siHid by falthful membetS of the LDtrl'8 chun:h. 

Vlaft our web life: http://www.church-of-chrlat.org/-lambort 

LAMBERT BOOK HOUSE, INC. 

July 1999 27 
Ymn Foundation 



Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: Who and what were the demons so of
ten mentioned in the New Testament? Are 

people possessed of them today as they were in the 
first century? 

Answer: Demons were wicked spirits, under the 
direction of Satan, opposed to God, and capable 

of causing much misery to man (Matt. 8:28-34, 
12:24). Their powers over human beings enabled 
them to afflict people with dumbness (Matt. 9:32-
33), blindness (Matt. 12:22), and insanity (Luke 
8:26-36). They acknowledged the deity of the Lord, 
conceded their wicked state, recognized impending 
judgment, and trembled in contemplation of it 
(Matt. 8:29; Luke 4:41; James 2:19). The apostles 
were given the power to cast out demons and an in
stance in which they exercised it is seen in Luke 
10:17-18, though Mark 9:18-29 shows that their 
lack of faith hindered their ability to do this on the 
occasion mentioned. 

Efforts to "explain" demonology of the New Tes
tament as (1) popular superstition; (2) accommoda
tion of the Lord to current views; (3) illness or insan
ity; (4) fallen angels; or (5) what is perhaps the most 
absurd of all, the progeny of angels and wicked 
women, all fail either (a) because of their own obvious 
falsity or (b) because they conflict with known facts 
and our Lord's limitless goodness and knowledge. 

An induction of statements will reveal that (1) 
they were intelligent beings (Mark 1:24; 5:7, 8); (2) 
they were wicked and were ultimately to face judg
ment (Rev. 9:11); and (3) they came from the 
"abyss." These considerations have led thoughtful 
men to conclude that they were disembodied spirits 
of wicked men who in some way escaped from 
Tartarus or Hades and afflicted persons whom they 
seized. So strongly did Alexander Campbell believe 
this that in his lengthy and intricate discussion of the 
theme in his Lectures and Addresses he wrote: 

We conclude that there is neither reason nor fact 
- there is no canon of criticism, no law of inter
pretation - there is nothing in human experi-

28 l:i~~ Found!~~~ 

ence or observation - there is nothing in antiq
uity, sacred or profane - that in our judgment 
weighs against the evidence already adduced in 
support of the position that the demons of Pa
gans, Jews and Christians were the ghosts of 
dead men, and, as such have taken possession of 
men's living bodies, and have moved, influenced 
and impelled them to certain courses of action. 

This was the view of the Jewish historians Jose
phus and Philo. The former wrote, "Demons are the 
spirits of wicked men, who enter into living men and 
destroy them, unless they are so happy as to meet 
with speedy relief." And the latter said, "The souls 
of dead men are called demons." Early Christian 
writers, such as Justin Martyr, Iranaeus, Origen, and 
many others, may be cited to this same effect. 
Lardner's conclusion, after detailed examination of 
these ancient writers on this theme is: 

The notion of demons, or the souls of dead 
men, having power over living men, was univer
sally prevalent among the heathen of those 
times, and believed by many Christians. 

Brother McGarvey, in his commentary on Mat-
thew and Mark says: 

In the Jewish usage of the term it is applied ex
clusively to the departed spirits of wicked men. 
Jesus and the Apostles adopted this usage, and 
consequently all that is said of demons in the 
New Testament agrees with it. 

Are people today afflicted by demon possession? 
Obviously, not. Even a casual examination of the in
stances chronicled in the New Testament will show 
that the circumstances attending demon possession 
then are not characteristic of our day. Our Lord 
bound Satan in his own house or domain (Matt. 
12:5-29), and the gospel today is the "chain" which 
restrains him and his servants (Rev. 20:1-4). Then, 
those seized by these agents of the devil were power
less to throw off their chains; but now all men, 
through the help of the Lord, have the power to re
pel Satan's influences. The Lord met Satan in his 
own domain and triumphed over him. Today, the 
devil's power over men is limited to deceit and 
temptation both of which may be resisted by the 
help of God and the sword of the Spirit (Matt. 
4:1-13; 1 Cor. 10:13). Now, if we resist the devil he 
will flee from us (James 4:7), because he is afraid of 
any one who wields the weapon of the Spirit- the 
word of God (Heb. 4:12). 

Questions and Answers, pages 231-4 
Open Forum 

Freed-Hardeman College Lectures 
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Advertising in this section_ $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
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-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishen of "Oracles of God• 

Seal Beach - Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. ·-Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted Parks. Come worship with us. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. 

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30a.m.,6p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m.3.3milesw.of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
Osric, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30p.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 

-Maryland
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992.-l'im Kidwell, min. 

- Min111esota -Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 

- Alaska - West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99518. (907)344- p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
3931.ContactWm.V.Ciary344-671SorAndrew - Wed. 7p.m. (218)722-1984, 722-1871. 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@juno.com Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 

_ N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway - Mississippi -
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
99701. (907) 456-4921. - 39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7 

_ Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 p.m. Roben Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Gamer, minister. 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 

Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., B. J. Clarke 
SouthSR47,3202S,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

Jacksonville - Jacksonville church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from Jacksonville State 
Univeniry. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. -Northport (Tuscaloosa & Univeniry of Alabama) 

7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roben 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

- Northpon Church of Christ, 2700 44"' Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
6:00 p.m. A&tive college program. Transportation 
available 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 

Melbourne - Church of Nonh Melbourne, Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
meeting in She·rwood School. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 

6 W d 7 (205) 778 8961 Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
a.m., p.m.. e • p.m. • or 
778-8955 min. 276-2946 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only Orlando - South Orlando Church of Christ, 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 7185 Pershing Ave., 32822-5721. Sun. 9, 10 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, a.m., 6 p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

-Nebraska-
Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com • email. 

- North Carolina -
553-0546. -Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

-Arizona- ofChrist,5410LakeHowellRd.,Sun.9, 10a.m., Sun. 10,11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
Gilbert _ Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (407) 657-0657, Tony 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Williams, youth minister. 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892- Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 Dayton - Nonhridge Church of Christ, 2211 

-Ohio-

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655· 
0388. 

p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 

Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. -Georgia-

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Miller, preacher. Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. • 

July 1999 29 
Farm Foundation 



-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma Oty - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73112. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 

Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30,10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central Texas Lectureship -Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go S.S mi. ·w on Hwy. lOS to 
Sapp Rd.). Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Cody Damron, preacher. -Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492·1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. -Hunt- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 

San Antonio Northern Oab Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, ministc~2-1316 

St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Greer-GrecrChurchofChrist, 1215 S.MainSt., p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., preachers. 

- South Carolina -

Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(151) 851-3496 or 713-0803. 

- Washington -
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith- Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e-

- Tennessee- Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. mail: blbake@olywa.net, C.J. Moffit, evangelist. 

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. - Wyoming -
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894·7221 Sun. Livingston - 1101 W~hurch St., Exit off 59 Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles Loop on.Hwy 190, turn cast. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
Cochran, preacher. p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 - (307) 634-3040. 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 129' 

75573
' Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 

10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of <903> 671•2369, 671-2515• Sun. lO, lO:SO a.m., 6 West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 9, 10 
11 d p u1 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 

1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hi an a Hwy 67• Mark Miller, evangelist. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Kevin Ruiz (307) 672· 
Wllmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee _ 6110. 
Bible College. _ Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600 N Hwy. 
CrossYiDe _ Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788- a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 P·!!!:_ Carl Hecker, preacher. 

6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Roanoke- Church of Christ, Rusk 8c Walnut. 
Junmie B. Hill, minister. 9 45 10 45 6 W d. 7 30 

sounding Brass 
and 

Oanging Cymbals 
_ Sun. : , : a.m., p.m. e : p.m. 

Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 (817) 491-2388 · _ 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or SteVe Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

(Music In Restoration History) 

.J. E. Choate and William Woodson 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, 

Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown Spanish.) _ 

$18.95 

Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. San Antonio- Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
Wayne Coats, preachea::_ 11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5532, 

Sevierville- Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., 

plus $3.50 shipping and handling 

Firm Foundation 

Bo 25 37864 S 9 10 Donald Walker, preacher. 
Hicks Dr., P.O. x 41 • un. , .....----~---------...2:===============: 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher 

-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intcmet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
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accepts 
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MasterCard • VISA 

subscriptions 
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Preachers Wanted 
Minister needed for the Birdwell Lane Church of 
Christ in Big Spring, Texas. A conservative 
congregation of about 150 with strong and caring 
leadership. Looking for a family man who is suong 
on Bible teaching skills and personable in relating 
to all ages. Desire and ability to work with our 
youth as well would be a plus. Please send resume 
and sermon tape to: Birdwell Lane Church of 
Christ; P.O. Box 2094, Big Spring, TX 79721. E
mail: rtedford@xroadstx.com 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its 6nt full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. nonh 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying and 
spreading Christ's teachings while providing for 
the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 

Congregation in Alliance, Nebraska is looking for 
a sound, conservative preacher, who loves the truth 
and will preach it. We are a community of about 
10,000, with the main economy from the Railroad 
and a factory. We have been in existence since 
1962, and now have about 45 in attendance. We 
need someone who will strengthen the brethren 
and help the church grow God's way. We do not 
think truth is relative, but absolute. The church 
has some money set aside to suppon a preacher, 
but will possibly need some additional support in 
the future. Please contact: Allen Bright, (308)762-
1566 day, 762-6751 evening; Stuart Simpson, 762-
8002 evening; or Jerry Allen 762-8382. 

Sound biblically, but balanced, conservative 
congregation is looking for associate/youth minister. 
Must be doctrinally sound and biblically balanced; 
married preferred, but anyone may apply. 
Congregation about 215 members. Livingston 
Church of Christ, 212 E. Cedar St., Livingston, 
TN 38570. (931) 823-1441. 

teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. Minister position available at Stringtown Road 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more Church of Christ, Medina, Texas. Successful 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of · applicant will be energetic and interested in working 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, with children. Medina Children's Home composes 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0100 85% of the 200-member congregation. Competitive 

compensation package. Contact George W. Rose, 
Minister wanted for the Columbus Ave. Church of Elder, HCR 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78055; (830) 
Christ, a congregation of 125 in Newton, Kansas. 5 G OS 
The ideal applicant would be married and have at 89-2871· WR E@HTCT.NET 
least five years of experience working as a minister 
in the church. He should be comfortable both in 
the pulpit as well as in member's homes. He should 
be able to •equip the Saints. • A willingness to 
work with the youth is a definite plus. A house, 
owned by the church, is available. If your desire is 
to work with a group of dedicated Christians 
desirous of seeing Christ's church grow and mature 
in their community, we would love to bear from 
you. Send Rlum~ and audio/video tape to Church 
of Christ, Attn: Search Committee, 101 Columbus 
Ave., Newton, KS 67114 or call Kenny Umholtz 
(316) 345-8496. 

Gospel preacher needed at Truth or Consequences, 
NM, Church of Christ. Please send r&um~ to the 
Elders. Thomas.J. Mayo, P.O. Box 728, Elephant 
Butte, NM 87935, (505) 744-5578, or Wyndal 
Miller, P.O.Box 1147, Elephant Butte, NM 87935, 
(505) 144-4762 

The Church of Christ meeting at 4th 8c Bois d'Arc, 
is currendy looking for an experienced minister. 
Please mail r&uin~ audio tape 8c references: Attn. 
Leo Elliott, P .0. Box 1332, Pecos, TX 79712. E
mail leUiott@unuavision.net. Phone day 1-800. 
588-5131 or fax, night 1-915-445-9333. 

Associate minister needed: growing congregation 
of 250 needs a man to take a good education 
program and make it top-notch, also to take a 
good youth program and make it excellent. 
Experience necessary. Send r~sum~ to Eastside 
Church of Christ, 9030 NE Glisan, Portland, OR 
97220. 

Minister wanted: congregation of approx. 70 is 
seeking an experienced, sound, mature evangelist. 
Large 3-bedroom home with utilities and salary 
provided. Contact Roland Nichols, (870) 574-2235, 
Alvin Swain (870) 574-2476, or Bob McLendon 
(870) 574-0707. Send r&um~ toRt. 4 Box 161A, 
Camden AR 71701. 

Full-time coDSC~Yative preacher wanted for small 
(35+) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL. 
(approx. 20 mi. &om Panama City. Will need to 
provide partial suppon. Ideal for the retired who 
wishes to continue in God's work. Will consider 
those interested in part-time ·work. Please send 
r&um~ and recent tape to 8004 Alabama Ave., 
Pon St. Joe, PL 32456, or call (850) 647-3525 
after 7 p.m. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher looking for a sound congregation to serve. 
Prefer Te~ or the South. Chuck Pearson, P.O. 
Box 866, Ringgold, LA 71068, (318) 894-5370 

Preacher with 20 yn. experience looking for full
timework. Dan Gannon, Rt. 1, Box 168C, Purdon, 
TX 76619. (903) 673-2236. 

For Sale 
Dehnldng ]ehoullh'• Witneua is now available, 
in its second printing. $6.00 postpaid. The 
discussion is between J. L Davidson, Christian, 
and Ross Yerkes, Jehovah's Witness. When the 
witnesses come to your door, show them the tide 
of this book, and they will retreat. Order &om J. 
L Davidson, 13832 Ben Brown Rd., Conroe, Texas 
77302. 

New book for sale: Suldng Spiritual Strength. 
Pocus on Christian living. Designed for Bible classes. 
$11.50 for one copy. Discounts on quantity orders. 
John Hobbs, 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606. 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lamben book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever Happened 
to Heaven and HeiU (1994) - $17.50; Practical 
Christianity: Daily Christian Living (1998) -
$17 .50;Balaneed Christianity: Mtlintaining Biblical 
Balance (1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For &ee list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Godhead (1998), 
The Two Covenants (1996) $15.00; Dangerous 
'Isms (1997) $14.50; The M4jor Prophets (1995), 
The Providenu of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, ·P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping &: 
handling on single book orders. Multiple orders 
sent and billed. 

Church Bulletins Bound - $25.00. For funher 
information please call Winnco 1-800-494-6626. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Free room & board and salary available to a 
Christian, single woman who is interested in serving 
as a companion to an elderly lady in Medina, Texas. 
(830) 589-2871 - George Rose 

Coming to Branson? Stay with Christians at 
Expressway Inn. Harold and Glenda Wilson, 
owners. 1-800-688-3682. 

july 1999 31 
Firm Foundation 



o4fJw a~~ailoAfe. 
fiom U'Wn U'otUidalion 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. on CD-ROM 
••..••.•.........••..•.•• $149.s;t5 

• Contains all14 of tits books 
• References from King James Bible 

. • Articles by him from 
• Gospel Advocate 
• Gospel Guardian 
a Bible Banner 
a Torch 

Audio CasseHe Sermon Album 
Vol. 1 ~ by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
• 4-volume set (16 tapes) oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo .. oo .. $59.95 
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Books available by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
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(Editor's Note: David Lipscomb was a renowned editor of the Gospel Advocate. He guided the paper in 
difficult days of digression, and through it he gave great encouragement to the church in a time of turmoil and 
division. He was man of good judgment, as the following shows. A spiritual giant, David Lipscomb made a 
magnificent contribution to the cause of truth, and his name ~hines in the everlasting annals of the restoration 
appeal. We honor his memory and benefit from his advice.) 

A Mistake 
By D. Lipscomb 

Many preachers spend their time to combat 
the sects, to expose their errors and show 
the mistakes they make. This is all right if 

this work is kept in its right place, and not permitted 
to crowd out other more important work. There is 
great danger that we let opposition to the sects and 
to error usurp the place of fidelity to God and the 
practice of truth. It is easier to fight error than it is 
to practice truth. It is more in harmony with our 
fleshly nature to fight error and errorists than to sub
due the flesh and obey God. So we often substitute 
that for this. Much of our zeal is for party dogmas 
rather than for practice of the truth. 

Much of the preaching consists in opposing and 
exposing the errors of others. This party zeal be
comes a substitute for love of truth and the practice 
of godliness. Many preachers seem to think that the 
way to convert the world is to expose religious error. 
Hence the preaching to the world is chiefly opposi
tion to the sects. If the sects were all destroyed, it 
might be easier to convert the world, but the work of 
converting the world would still have to be done. 

The wisdom of the serpent, as well as the harm
lessness of the dove, is needed in preaching the gos
pel. It is more important to preach the truth than to 
expose the error. This was the order of Jesus and the 
apostles. They first presented the truth of God, the 
working principles of the religion of Christ. Jesus 
first gave the sermon on the mount, the exhibit of 
the practical truths of the religion he came to estab
lish. He then opposed error as it conflicted with 
these truths. If we would practice this order now, it 
would greatly help us in our work. We would do bet
ter work, and do it more effectively. 

When we go to a new place to preach, it seems to 
me common sense, as well as divine wisdom, would 
prompt us to first present the truth of God concerning 
the way of salvation, and stir up opposition as little as 
possible until they had seen the truth as a connected 
whole. To stir up the prejudices of the people is to 
prevent their seeing the truth with impartiality and 
fairness. It does them a wrong and defeats the end in 
view. There is great danger in making ourselves·sec
tarians in opposing sectarians. When we go to a new 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Free Agency 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

And that inverted Bowl we call the Sky, 
Whereunder crawling coop't we live and die, 
Lift not thy hands to It for help - for It 
Rolls impotently on as Thou or I. 

T he Persian tent-maker who wrote this 
verse, Omar, was a die-hard fatalist. He 
lived and labored under the teaching of 

the Koran of Mohammed and embraced the 
tragic view that God's hand moves each person 
across a "Checker-board of Nights and Days ... And one by one 
back in the closet lays." He believed man is a helpless pawn in the 
grip of a pitiless power that he can neither understand nor resist. 

Omar's response was to throw caution to the wind and press 
.lip to the cup in the mistaken belief that the end of life is abyss. 
From chaos to chaos. 

This gloomy view of who and where we are, is, tragically, the 
prevalent opinion of many [most] in our day. It says, in effect, that 
we are without free agency and accountability and should fling 
away the "winter garment of repentance," and live in reckless 
abandon. 

What about free agency? Are we puppets on a string? Does 
God govern? Can we set our own course, or is an unseen hand 
moving us willy-nilly? Are we the blurbs of fate or the product of 
reason? Does human responsibility contradict the Sovereignty of 
the Almighty? Is God really not in charge, if man, in any sense, is 
the master of his fate and the captain of his soul? 

An unstable child shoots himself in the head and dies in a pool 
of his own blood. Is his demise the will of God? After all, God is 
Sovereign! If you say the child has responsibility, does that mean 
that God is not in charge? If you say God is in charge, does that 
mean the child had no choice? 

God is not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34; Rom. 2:11). If 
God causes one child to take his life and causes another to con
tinue, then he is a respecter of persons and the scriptures fail. If 
God brings the death by unalterable decree and the free agency of 
the person has nothing to do with the death, then we have this di
lemma - God allows one person to die young but another to live 
to a ripe old age, then he respects persons (treats one more kindly 
than the other). 

Either it is good to die young or it is not good to die young. If 
it is good to die young and God causes the death of all, then he 
has respect to the person who dies young and does not have re-



spect to the person who lives many years. If it is good to die "full 
of years and satisfied with life," and God allows one to live long 
and the other to die soon, then he has respect to the old person, 
and has not respect to the youth. 

In either case, God treats one different from the other and is a 
respecter of persons, which the Bible says he cannot be. God is not 
wrong! The theory must be wrong! 

Many meander through life thinking that the Sovereign Ruler 
of the Universe has made for them such decisions as: where to go 
to school, who to marry, where to live, what vocation to follow, 
and even what clothes to wear. 

The problem is that God does not say plainly what he has de
cided for each one of us. It is hidden in a mystery and inserted in 
an enigma. So, some make their way through life constantly won
dering what plan God has for them and feeling tentatively, and 
sandpapering their finger-ends to make themselves properly sensi
tive to the divine purpose as they try to unravel the puzzle. We of
ten hear the question, How do I know who God has selected to be 
my mate in life? Or we hear of people who are sitting on the side 
of the bed wondering what business God wants them to pursue. 

This again raises the question of basic fairness. If God charters 
our course and determines our destiny, then we are pawns of fate. 
God makes one man the president of a huge corporation and 
makes another man its janitor, if the Great Designer inexorably 
makes all such decisions. This is hardly fair to the CEO of the cor
poration. 

If God has a plan and purpose for our life but hides it from us, 
is it just to make us accountable for failure to follow the blue
print? Is it merciful to have us ever walking in a dense fog? If God 
makes a life-plan for us, he ought to tell us clearly and concisely 
what the plan is. 

If God's desire for my life is so vague that I cannot decipher it, 
how caii I.be held accountable? If God makes the plan for every 
human lif~~ there should be no failed marriages and no ruined 
businesses. 

. The Bible says that each of us is responsible for how we live 
and what we do. 

Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee 
in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and 
in the sight of thine eyes; but know thou, that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment (Ecd. 11 :9). 

It appears that Solomon thought youth has the power to de
cide the details of life and will be held accountable for the choices 
made, whether they be good or bad. 

If life is like a game of "treasure hunt" and we go running 
from one mistake to another in a blindman's bluff and are con
demned and punished for making a wrong turn, there is no jus
tice, and God is not God because he is not good. 

No, my dear friend, we have the duty to make our own 
choices and must live in the consequence of what we decide. 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
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soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that 
soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth unto the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap eternal life (Gal. 6:7-8). 

There is a sense in which I am the "captain of my 
fate and the master of my soul." Man may sometime 
propose and God may sometime dispose, but it is 
also true that man has the power to dispose of what 
God proposes. Paul spoke of frustrating the grace of 
God (Gal. 2:21). 

The ancient prophet put the matter to rest long 
ago when he wrote in Ezekiel33:13-20: 

13 When I say to the righteous, that he shall 
surely live; if he trust to his righteousness, and 
commit iniquity, none of his righteous deeds 
shall be remembered; but in his iniquity that he 
hath committed, therein shall he die. 

14 Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou 
shalt surely die; if he turn from his sin, and do 
that which is lawful and right; 

15 if the wicked restore the pledge, give again 
that which he had taken by robbery, walk in the 
statutes of life, committing no iniquity; he shall 
surely live, he shall not die. 

16 None of his sins that he hath committed 
shall be remembered against him: he hath done 
that which is lawful and right; he shall surely 
live. 

17 Yet the children of thy people say, The way 
of the Lord is not equal: but as for them, their 
way is not equal. 

18 When the righteous turneth from his righ
teousness, and committeth iniquity, he shall 
even die therein. 

19 And when the wicked turneth from his 
wickedness, and doeth that which is lawful and 
right, he shall live thereby. 

20 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not 
equal. 0 house of Israel, I will judge you every 
one after his ways. 

It was this very point that Alexander Campbell 
addressed when he wrote: 

4 

The gospel of the Holy Spirit is most accept
able to many of our contemporaries. They seem 
to rejoice in the notion that .•• this spirit, when 
he pleases, and not until he pleases, unasked and 
unsolicited, works faith in the heart by a sover
eign display of creative power •... 

So enraptured are many with this gospel, that 
they are prepared to exclude ..• any one who 
contends that the testimony which- God has 
given of his Son, confirmed by the gift of the 
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Holy Spirit, is credible and wonhy of all accep
tation, or that any one, without a miracle in 
himself, can believe it. 

To this gospel, as held forth by many of our 
contemporaries, is to be attributed the apathy 
displayed by many of our brethren in the use of 
means for converting the world: - 'Conversion 
is God's work.' 'God works without means as 
well as by them' - 'His gospel is without money 
and price' - 'Salvation is of grace,' are magic 
phrases ...• They are as useful as Franklin's max
ims in his Way to Wealth. Yet in things penaining 
to this life, men feel that they can do something, 
and are up and doing, making use of all means 
to fill their storehouses and cellars·. ..• While 
they are constrained to admit and acknowledge 
that God makes one bushel ten, and causes the 
seed to grow, they have no idea of reaping with
out sowing, nor of gathering without planting. 
The gospel of the wind, the rain, and the sun
shine ••. is not incompatible with all industry, 
economy, and perseverance. That some sow, but 
do not reap; plant, but do not gather; ••• abates 
neither the enterprise nor the zeal of the most 
speculative Calvinist or fatalist in our country. 
While many such are expecting eternal life as a 
free gift after death, they are unwilling that their 
present health, wealth, and comfort should rest 
upon the same conditions as those - upon 
which they have suspended their hope of im
mortality. 

.•. What are we doing for the salvation of our 
families, fellow-citizens, the world? 

• .•• Shall we fold our arms as though we had 
nothing to do - as though we had nothing to 
give - as if we had only to stand still and see 
the salvation of God? (MH, 1834, pp. 
183-185). 
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A Mistake 
(continued from page 1) 

place, let us present the truth in as kind and gentle, yet 
as earnest, spirit as is possible. Present the truth in the 
spirit of the truth, and oppose errors only as others 
bring them up to conflict with truth. Do it with ear
nestness, but do it in a spirit of kindness and love, and 
prove by experience that the order of Jesus and the 
apostles is the best for us and for the world. 

~os,pelJLdvocate 
November 28, 1907, p. 761 
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David Lipscomb: 
the Organ and the Civil War 

By J. E. Choate 

The story of man emerges in myths, legends, folk 
tales, apocryphal and pseudo-historical sto
ries, and bona fide historical chronicles. 

These are chiseled in stone, baked on clay tablets, 
and written on papyrus. Literary genera are legion 
such as epics and epistles. Myths are older than the 
stories out of which Homer's Iliad is fashioned. 

The primary objective of this article is to sepa
rate fact and fiction in the stories of the life and 
times of David Lipscomb. David Lipscomb was a 
major spokesman for churches of Christ for fifty 
years. We address here Lipscomb's thoughts on the 
organ in the church house. The available documen
tation is extensive and definitive. 

Two Praxes 
The American Christian Missionary Society was orga
nized in 1849 after prolonged discussions. In 1859, 
Dr. L.L. Pinkerton surreptitiously [legend is through a 
window] placed a melodeon into the Midway, Ky., 
Christian Church. The history of all divisive forces, 
which created internal problems in the Restoration 
churches are traced back to these beginnings. 

In 18:~4, J.W. McGarvey extended an invitation 
for fraternal and candid discussions among his 
brethren of using instruments of music in worship. 
The invitation was printed in the Millennia/ Harbin
ger. The response was immediate, courteous, and 
candid, and lasted twenty-five years. 

The stage was set for events in the distant future 
that could not have been imagined. Organized societ
ies and the organ would divide the Christian Church 
and churches of Christ twice in the next 100 years 
(1906 Religious Census, and the 1968). Now breth
ren like Rubel Shelly, Jeff Walling, Lynn Anderson, et 
al, are busy laying the groundwork to divide the tradi
tional churches over "fiddles and guitars.~ They say 
that such is a cultural thing. We have a lot of good 
naive brethren out there who are their trusting dupes. 

The real culprit then and today striking at the very 
heart of the matter is liberal theology which was first 
introduced into Christian Churches before 1900. The 

postmodern specters of the same old DNA theological 
stripe are tied in with the Westmar Institute and the 
Willow Creek fun "church growth" models. Such 
theological paradigms are taught daily in "our" 
schools especially at Malibu, Abilene, and Nashville. 

The Great Music Debate 
There was neither hype nor fanfare attending the 
music discussion started in 18 64 by McGarvey. The 
whole affair was conducted with civility and cour
tesy, but sometimes resulted in sharp exchanges as 
great churchmen such as John W. McGarvey and 
Isaac Errett held nothing back in the discussions. 

David Lipscomb and the "men of the Advocate" 
were not invited into the candid discussions. At first, 
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Lipscomb and other brethren listened from the side
lines. Carroll Kendrick of Texas was the first to 

. sound the alarm in 1867 in the Gospel Advocate that 
instrumental music would be the next big problem 
for the churches. He advised caution and a 
wait-and-see attitude. It is so again along with big 
corporate religious organizations such as Jubilee. 
Lipscomb did not address the issue until1873. He 
did so in response to a brother's question "if the 
teachings of the holy oracles condemn the use of the 
organ in worship." Lipscomb's answer was simple, 
definitive, and he never shifted positions: 

We do not think that anyone has ever claimed 
authority from the Scripture to use the organ in 
worship. They only claimed it is not condemned 
••• prayer, praise, thanksgiving and making 
melody in the heart unto the Lord are acts of 
worship ordained of God, but no authority do 
we find in it for the organ; ..• it is no appoint
ment of God. 

Lipscomb cautioned that to use the organ, then 
why not the fiddle, drum, and fife which are more 
exciting. He said if the organ could be used as a sub
stitute for singing why not prayer beads for prayer. 
Lipscomb wrote a large number of articles in the Ad
vocate between 1873 and 1897. By 1900, it was 
crystal clear that the organ crowd was losing miser
ably in the South. 

McGarvey and/versus Llpscom& 
McGarvey was opposed to the organ in worship, 
and would not hold membership in a .church that 
used it. But he did until the end of his life accept ap
pointments from churches who used the organs. In 
1897, McGarvey admitted defeat to his Digressive 
contemporaries. He said his convictions never 
changed. He wrote as long as the papers were open 
for him to express his opposition to the organ in the · 
church. Then he wrote after the papers were closed 
to his views on the organ that he would no longer 
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spend his time whistling against the wind when he 
no longer had whistle to whistle with (Christian 
Evangelist, 1897, p. 437) . 

Nor did Lipscomb change his views one iota on 
the organ in the church. The story is told nowadays 
that Lipscomb preached for organ churches with 
seeming approval. Lipscomb did preach for Chris
tian Churches where the piano was played. He 
wrote that he first did so in 1876. He said that he 
would preach for a church that played the organ or 
had a mourner's bench as long as he could preach 
the Bible without restraints. Lipscomb said as time 
went on, such invitations became fewer and ceased 
(GA, 1894, p. 494). Lipscomb never advised 
churches to divide; but in 1906 he wrote in the Ad
vocate that division had come. 

Apocryphal Civil War Fldlon 
Since the 1970s the Digressives have been salving 
their consciences to escape the guilt for dividing the 
Christian Church over liberal theology, organized so
cieties, and the organ by claiming the Civil War 
caused the division. This is unadulterated "hogwash." 

The Disciples rejoiced in the fact that they had 
gone through the Civil War without division. Moses 
E. Lard was so confident of continuing unity that he 
wrote an 1866 article with the confidence that "we 
can never divide." For the Disciples to pass through 
a bloody civil war then to permit the conflict to 
break the fabric of the brotherhood would have been 
an admission of failure of the progress for union. 

These facts are amply and definitively docu
mented, and especially so in W. E. Garrisop and A. T. 
DeGroot's, classic book Disciples of Christ: A His
tory; and James DeForest Murch's Christians Only. 
Both sides of the conflict were opposed to brothers 
killing blood brothers who were all members of the 
"blood bought" body of Christ. 

A classic example centers in the influence of J. H. 
Garrison. He was a ranking Union officer during the 
war. He became a preeminent leader in the Christian 
Church as preacher, writer, editor, and voice of the 
powerful Christian-Evangelist. DeGroot and Garri
son in their book (see above) went to great lengths to 
document that the Civil War was not even a remote 
cause for the church division 1906. 

We are very much indebted to James DeForest 
Murch for putting this manufactured piece of Civil 
War fiction of recent vintage to rest. These words of 
Murch do close the envelope on this bogus Civil War 
story: 



The Christian Churches were the only major 
Protestant body having sizeable numbers of con
stituency in the both the North and South that 
did not divide. The tensions were strong, but 
there were a number of factors which kept the 
brotherhood together .••• Occasionally the issue 
[slavery] threatened to divide local churches, 
and did in some remote instances, but the broth
erhood at large was preserved. 

American Christian Missionary Society 
There is one classic example that the politics of the 
Civil War did wash over into local churches. And it 
was the American Christian Missionary Society, 
which took the blame, and not the war. The ACMS 
met in Cincinnati in the fall of 1861 and passed the 
resolution by a small partisan group of mosdy Ohio 
Disciples: 

Resolved, that we deeply sympathize with the 
loyal and patriotic in our country in the present 
effort to sustain the government of the United 
States, and we feel it our duty as Christians to ask 
our brethren to do all in their power to sustain the 
proper constitutional authorities of the Union. 

In 1863, the Disciples met again and passed a 
similar resolution in even stronger language. Such 
actions as this could have caused an open split in the 
churches. But the convention was regarded as under 
the voluntary control of Union delegates and went 
no further. 

David Lipscomb was an adamant foe of the ACMS 
from the beginning. The Civil War resolutions of the 
ACMS hardened the categories of Lipscomb's opposi
tion to it. Alexander Campbell had given ownership 
of his hymnal to the ACMS. Lipscomb charged that 
the hymrial had bloodstains acquired on its passage 
through the "bloody hearted ACMS." 

The 1923 Boswell-Hardeman music debate re
moved all doubt about the influence of the Civil War 
dividing the Disciples. The 1968 Restructure caused 
the Independents to kick out the liberal Disciples 
and their newly formed denomination, and they re
main bitterly divided. All of this happened without a 
mention of the Civil War. 

Postscript 
William Woodson and I wrote the whole book on 
Restoration church music, Sounding Brass and 
Clanging Cymbals. There is a total of 3 7 pages of 
documented foot notes. We are fully confident in the 
thoroughness and integrity of our research. We do 
not presume t'o know all the answers. We do com
mand the facts. 3714% Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, 1N 37215 
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(Editor's comment: ].W. Shepherd was a valued associate of the venerable David Lipscomb. He thought it 
necessary to instruct the brethren on matters of civility in discussion to keep them from appearing to be nasty, 
which, of course, would hurt the cause for which we all woul~ gladly die. We would die for it, but we will not 
always be gentlemen for it. We will sacrifice for it, but we will not always be kind for it. Anyway, brother Shep
herd thought the soldiers of the cross needed some instruction about how to wage the spiritual warfare - and 
we do, too.]. W. Shepherd has long been in his grave, but his timely advice lives on.) 

Rules of Controversy 
By J. W. Shepherd 

(During the last few days we have received a 
number of orders for Hodge's which contains rules of 
controversy. The book is out of print and difficult to 
obtain. The rules are very important and should be 
strictly enforced in every public discussion. For the 
benefit of those who are intereste~ we publish these 
rules from the book mentioned, pages159-162.) 

Rule 1. The terms in which the question in de
bate is expressed, and the precise point at is
sue, should be so clearly defined that there 

could be no misunderstanding respecting them. If this 
be not done, the dispute is liable to be, in a great de
gree, verbal; arguments will he misapplied, and the 
controversy protracted, because the parties engaged 
in it have different apprehensions of the question. 

Rule 2, The parties should mutually consider 
each other as standing on a footing of equality in re
spect to the subject in debate. Each should regard 
the other as possessing equal talents, knowledge, and 
desire for truth, with himself, and that it is possible, 
therefore, that he may be in the wrong and his ad
versary in the right. In the heat of controversy, men 
are apt to forget the numberless sources of error 
which exist in every controverted subject, especially 
of theology and metaphysics. Hence arise persecu
.tion, confidence, and arrogant language - all which 
obstruct the discovery of truth. 

Rule 3. All expressions which are unmeaning, or 
without effect in regard to the subject in debate, 
should be strictly avoided. All expressions may be 
considered as unmeaning, which contribute nothing 
to the proof .of the question, such as desultory re
marks and declamatory expressions. To these may be 
added all technical, ambiguous, and equivocal ex
pressions. These have a tendency to dazzle and be
wilder the mind and to hinder its clear perception of 
the truth. 
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Rule 4. Personal reflections on an adversary 
should in no instance be indulged. Whatever be his 
private character, his foibles are not to be named nor 
alluded to in a controversy. Personal reflections are 

. not only. destitute of effect in respect to the question 
in discussion, but they are productive of real evil. 
They obstruct mental improvement and are prejudi
cial to public morals. They indicate in him who uses 
them a mind hostile to the truth, for they prevent 
even solid arguments from receiving the attention to 
whicl) they are jusdy entided. 

Rule 5. No one has a right to accuse his adver~ 
sary of indirect motives. Arguments are to be. an
swered whether he who offers them be sincere or 
not, especially.a his-want.of sincerity, if.malf\eould 
not be ascertained. To inquire into his motives, then, 
is useless. To ascribe indirect ones to him is worse 
than useless; it is hurtful. 

Rule 6. The consequences of any doctrine are 
not to be charged on him who maintains it, uhless he 
expressly avows them. If an absurd consequence be 
fairly deducible from any doctrine, it is rightly con
cluded that the doctrine itself is false; but it is not 
rightly concluded that he who advances it supports 
the absurd consequences. The charitable presump
tion, in such a case, would be that he had never 
made the deduction, and, that, if he had made it, he 
would have abandoned the original doctrine. 

Rule 7. As truth, and not victory, is the professed 
object of controversy, whatever proofs may be ad
vanced, on either side, should be examined with fair
ness and candor and any attempt to ensnare an ad
versary by the arts of sophistry, or to lessen the force 
of his reasoning by wit, caviling, or ridicule, is a vio
lation of the rules of honorable controversy. 

Gospel Advocate 
Nov. 30, 1911, p. 1393.) 
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Perfed Morality 
By Coleman K. Allmond 

' 

here is no need to hide our heads in the sand 
with such a subject as this because at the cen
ter of every problem in our society is a prob

lem with the heart of mankind. 
The Bible heart has to do with the mind, intel

lect, emotions and will. The scriptures say regarding 
the heart, "As one thinketh in his heart so is he" 
(Prov. 23:7). 

"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it 
are the issues of life" (Prov. 4:23). 

Matthew 12:34 says, "Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh." 

Jeremiah 17:9 tells us, "The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked." 

Jesus said, "For out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness and blasphemies; these are the things 
which defile a man" (Matt. 15:19-20). 
':; ·. Our: speech, actions, and deeds determine when 
we are right or wrong morally. Wrong is always 
wrong. There is no right way to do a wrong thing. 
Morality is right or wrong behavior - or lifestyle. 

Webster says morality means "a doctrine or sys
tem of morals ••• particularly moral principles or 
roles of conduct." 

Col)Sider the system of morality God's unique 
Son gave to the human family. Since Jesus never 
sinned, he is therefore a perfect example (1 Pet. 
2:21-25). 

The attributes or characteristics of the moral sys
tem of Christ are revealed exclusively in the holy 
scriptures. Man is unable to provide a code of con
duct that meets all needs, for all people, of all na
tions for all time (See Jer. 10:23). 

Nothing in the history of mankind has come to 
the high standard of the revealed moral code of 
Jesus. John Locke said: "To give a man full knowl
edge of true morality, I would send him to no other 
book than the New Testament." 

We are to be like Christ and his Heavenly Father. 
Paul challenged us to imitate Christ (1 Cor. 11: 1). His 
moral code calls for godliness, holiness and purity 
(Titus 2:12; 1 Pet. 1:15-16; 1 John 3:3; Matt. 5:8). 

As the offspring of God (made in his image and 

likeness) we have a common origin, face similar prob
lems, and a common destiny. We will all be judged by 
the same standard. His law is universal and age last
ing. 

The moral code of Christ is based upon two fun
damentals - love God with all the power you pos
sess, and love your neighbor as self (Luke 10:27). 

This standard of human conduct is good because 
it is based upon grace, mercy, and another chance, 
which comes from God. It demands self-restraint. It 
requires me to think of others. It tells us to glorify 
God in all we do- and proclaims a Day of Judgment 
when all wrongs will be righted and humans will fin
ish reaping what they have sown (Gal. 6:7; 2 Cor. 
5: 10). 

The moral code of Jesus has stood the test of 
time. Men of every nation and rank have praised its 
grandeur. No other code has equaled its power to 
reform and elevate mankind and nations. It is as rel
evant today as when first given. It came from heaven 
- not from men. The heavenly origin presupposes 
an author of unlimited knowledge, totally just, right 
and good. 

How precious is the Book divine, 
By inspiration given! 
Bright as a lamp its precepts shine, 
To guide my soul to heav'n. 
Holy Book divine! 
Precious treasure mine! 
Lamp to my feet and a light to my way, 
To guide me safely home. 

2 Beau Pre Rd. 
Natchez, MS 39120 

(Editor's note: Brother Allmond in his transmit
tal letter said, "I appreciate the way you have turned 
the Firm Foundation around. I enjoy· the timely ar
ticles and commend you for the. wide spectrum the 
articles encompass . •.• I will celebrate my 50th year of 
preaching August 2161

• I remember such outstanding 
preachers as Hardeman, Brigance, Hall, DeHoff, 
VanDyke, Roland, Bradfield, Allmond (my dad), 
Keeble, Hogan, McElroy and many others. I remem
ber hearing G. C. Brewer at Jackson Avenue itr Mem
phis . ... May the Lord bless you and continue to bless 
you as you serve Him in godly (ear.) Fp 
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Immortality 
By Hugo McCord 

Did Jesus have solid grounds or only wishful 
thinking in his confident assertion that be
lievers in him "shall never die"? Uohn 

11 :26). Breathtaking! Can there be a Creator who is 
"the only immortal being, living in unapproachable 
light, whom no human has seen or can see?" (1 Tim. 
6:16). Jesus also affirmed that "God is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living" (Matt. 22:32). 

False Speculation 
The Bible doctrine of immortality must not be con
fused with some explanations of the meaning of liv
ing forever. For example, a sort of biological immor
tality has been projected: that one lives in his chil
dren. Whatever truth there is in this idea, it does not 
represent Bible immortality. Likewise, a cultural or 
sociological immortality has been conjectured: a 
person's influence lives on after he is dead. This is 
true, but becomes quite meaningless when one con
siders that the second law of thermodynamics .is 
gradually bringing the universe to extinction. 

A third speculation as to immortality is the doc
trine of reincarnation. But this is in conflict with the 
biblical promise of a new existence, which no _kind 
of "flesh and blood" can inherit (1 Cor. 15 :50). 

Endless life out of one's body, or in a changed 
body, while remaining the same person who was in 
the fleshly body, is Bible immortality (Matt 8: 11; 
22:32. It is the "endless duration of the existence 
and personality of the same. rational being. "1 The 
idea in a dying man's prayer, "Lord, remember me,"' 
speaks loudly of a meaningful immortality. 

But What Is There to Be Immortal? 
Since all that scientists can find in the human body 
returns to the dust, some unconvinced of an eternal 
afterlife ask: What is there about a person that can be 
immortal? The fallacy of the question is in grouping 

man's metaphysical capabilities with his physical 
parts. All that there is to a man cannot be weighed on 
scales2 nor observed in a test tube or under a micro
scope. A human being is much more than a collection 
of atoms. Just as man's mind is not subject to labora
tory scrutiny, so strong indication exists that man has 
a spirit, a spirit unweighable and non-dissectable. 

Evidence in the physical realm of something 
unweighable yet quite real is magnetism. Just exactly 
as in a human being, there is something in lodestone 
not detectable by a microscope nor by a weighing 
machine. Qualities in a man making up the human 
spirit, unweighable and invisible, are much more re
markable than a piece of magnetic iron, and point to 
the solid reality of that human spirit. 

Similarly, a poker with red-hot heat in it, like a 
body with a soul, does not weigh any more than a 
cold poker, but something extra is present. Likewise, 
no laboratory can determine whether a brain be
longs to Albert Einstein or to a savage, but some
thing more important than the cellular structure is in 
one of the brains. 3 

A laboratory analysis may not yield the most im
portant matter about a chemical. For example, a tear 
examined by a scientist reveals salt and water, but it 
is more than those two constituents on a mother's 
cheek. A physicist might define a kiss as a "physical 
impact, accompanied by atmospheric pressure and a 
rise in temperature," but to many people that defini
tion leaves much to be desired. The same definition 
would describe a blow on the head by a baseball bat. 

Since chemists and physicists are quite con
stricted, and at times have to conclude their analyses 
with the most important matters unrevealed, it is un
reasonable to exclude the reality of a man's soul or 
spirit because poorly equipped laboratories cannot 
demonstrate such an entity. And since man has so 

1 lmmanuell<ant, Kant Selections (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1957, Theodore M. Greene, ed.), p. 358. 
2 Fredrick II, a Roman emperor, weighed a little boy before killing him and weighted him again right after death. Finding no difference in 

pounds, he declared the lad had no soul. 
l "No scientist has even seen an electron. 'Electron' is simply a name for a consistent set of things that happen in certain circumstances. Yet 

nothing is more 'real' to a scientist than an electron." Dr. Warren Weaver, Chairman of Board of American Association for Advancement of Science, 
Reader•s Digest, July 1955, p. 56. 
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many capabilities that are inexplicable physically, it 
is reasonable to think that man might have an im
mortal nature. 4 

Six Reasons for Belief In Immortality 
Immortality will have to remain a matter of faith. So 
far as is known, it is incapable of empirical demon
stration. Among valiant efforts to make immortality 
real to the living are attempts to talk with deceased 
people. 5 Pitiable is the only word that would de
scribe such efforts. 

But, though immortality defies present demon
stration, there are at least six reasons for a confident 
belief in the Bible doctrine that human beings live 
forever. 

The Historical Reason 
The first might be called the historical reason: the 
crucified body of Jesus being seen alive. After Jesus' 
burial, the aposdes and others "mourned and wept" 
(Mark 16:10). When they first heard of Jesus' resur
rection, they "disbelieved" (Mark 16:11, 13; Luke 
24:11,41; John 20:25). But during the "forty days" 
(Sunday, April 9-Thursday, May 18, A.D. 30) that 
Jesus was on the earth after his resurrection, his "cho
sen aposdes" became eye "witnesses," seeing Jesus' 
crucified body alive again (Luke 24:48; Acts 1:2; 
5:32; 10:39, 41). They saw his hands, feet and side, 
and not only touched but also "handled" his body, and 
they "ate and drank with him" (Luke 24:39-40; John 
20:20; Acts 10:41; 1 John 1:1). Being completely 
convinced, they preached Jesus' resurrection, and 
would not recant in the face of death. Normal people 
would not "fling away property, friends, home, coun
try, and life itself, for the sake of a falsehood that is to 
bring them no sort of advantage" (George Park Fisher, 
The Grounds of Theistic and Christian Belief, p. 317). 

Eleven of the twelve apostles suffered painful deaths 
because they preached Jesus as the risen Son of God 
ijohn Fox, Book of Martyrs, p. 4ff). 

The Moral Reason 
A second substantiation of immortality might be 
called the moral reason: without immortality, justice 
in many instances does not prevail. If there is no life 
after death, justice will never come to Abel, to 
Naboth, to Lazarus, and to multitudes of others who 
have felt tyranny and oppression. If there is no right
ing of all matters after death, then kidnapper-mur
derer Hauptmann and baby Charles Lindbergh Jr., 
have exactly the same fate. "Will not the judge of all 
the earth do right?" (Gen. 18:25). The Bible doctrine 
of immortality is needed if injustices are ever cor
rected.' 

The Life Completion Reason 
A third ground might be styled life-completion: life 
is incomplete without continued living beyond the 
grave. Without immortality, a man may grow in love 
and kindness through the years, only to find his 
complete destiny in being worm eaten. Thus the best 
of the universe expires forever. Something is wrong 
if the gr.aces of Christian living are carefully culti
vated only to reap exactly the same reward as that of 
a beast. Purpose for human life therefore calls loudly 
for immortality. 

In point of time, things of lesser importance in 
nature are more enduring than the best of men. Mt. 
Nebo has existed for thousands of years, but Moses 
lived only 120. Mt. Calvary is still a reality, but the 
world's best person, if there is no immortality, was 
real for only 33 years. It is difficult to believe that 
inanimate material is more enduring than a man, 
that lifeless matter is more lasting than kindness and 

4 "Science now acknowledges as real a host of entities that cannot be described completely in mechanistic or materialistic terms." (Henry 
Margenau, Yale scientist, "'Jruth in Science and Religion," in Science Ponders Religion, Harlow Shapley, ed., New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 
Inc., 1960, p. 11 0). In the same book edited by Shapley, A. G. Huntsman, University of Toronto scientist, wrote: "Since science· cannot deny any 
more than it can affirm possibilities of other existences, it is not in conflict with belief in another life." In the same book I. G. Balbour, Carleton 
College scientist, wrote: "The man who says 'love is not real because I cannot weigh it' is confusing two frames of reference." "Either science or re
ligion alone affords a partial view ••.• Science and religion thus reflect different aspects of our experience." The Huntsman quotation is on p. 183; the 
Barbour, p. 214. 

s William James told his brother Henry he would try to communicate with him at Cambridge after his decease. Stanford University methodi· 
cally researches claimed instances of necromancy, and so far concludes that in every claim there is either fraud or delusion. (Cf. David Elton 
Trueblood, Philosophy of Religion New York: Harper & Brothers, 1957, p. 297.) In 1968 Bishop James Pike, claiming communication with a de
ceased son, made newspaper headlines. Cf. The Other Side (Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, 1968). 

' Since the common events of the present life happen alike to the good and bad, it follows from the justice of the Supreme Being that there must 
be another state of existence in which a just retribution shall be made," said Dr. Samuel Johnson. Benjamin Franklin wrote, "I believe .•. that the soul 
of man is immortal and will be treated with justice in another life respecting its conduct in this" apud. ("This Week." Times-Picayune. January 24, 
1960). Johnson and Franklin only had limited human insight. Solomon had divine help when he wrote: "If thou seest the oppression of the poor, 
and the violent taking away of justice and righteousness in a province, marvel not at the matter: for one higher than the high regardeth; and there are 
higher than they" (Ecc:l. S :9). 
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love. This puts the Master-workman in the light of 
spending three score and ten years on a masterpiece 
and then destroying it forever. 7 This world without 
an afterlife makes as little sense as General Motors 
Corporation's spending thousands of dollars fash
ioning a mew automobile and then driving it into the 
Detroit River. 

Tell me not, mournful numbers, 
Life is but an empty dream! 
Life is real! Life is earnest! 
And the grave is not its goal. 
Dust thou art, to dust retumest, 
Was not spoken of the Soul. 
(A Psalm of Life, Henry Wordsworth 

Longfellow) 
If there is no immortality, 
The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 
Await alike the inevitable hour, 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 
(Elegy in a Country Church Yard, Thomas 

Gray). 
The prayer, "let me die the death of the righ

teous, and let my last end be like this" (Num. 
23: 1 0), is vain without an afterlife, for the end of the 
unrighteous is the end of righteous. 

The Ieason Based oa Desire 
A fourth reason undergirding the hope of living for
ever is the very desire in humans to do so. Such a de
sire in normal people appears universal, and it has 
motivated men and women to unselfish sacrifices 
and to mighty accomplishments. If there is no after
life, one wonders how such a universal desire could 
have originated. 

God has played tricks with his creatures by in
breeding a hunger for eternal life but refusing the 
satisfaction for that hunger. He who has made water 
for thirst, food for hungry stomachs, friends for 
loneliness, home for nostalgia, water for the 
web-foot, and beauty for the eye, has he made no 
heaven for the soul? The word "cruelty," not "love," 
would describe him who would instill the desire to 
live forever and then stifle it in the tomb. "8 

A Ieason Based oa Comparisons 
A fifth reason for the hope of living eternally is 
based on comparisons9• If day can be raised from 
night, if spring can be born from winter, if a tulip 
can arise from a bulb, if a butterfly can be the after-

7 "If some of the sequoia trees of California live three thousand years, it is in reasonable to think that rational personalities live less than a hun
dred years. • Thomas Edison, apud Leander S. Keyser, A System of Christian Evidenus (Burlington, Iowa: The Lutheran Literary Board. lOth edi
tion, revised, n.d. p. 251). 

1 A constant factor in human existence is the hope of a future life •.•• Men of all degrees of culture have found it natural to believe •••• The belief 
is found among races and individuals of all grades of intelligence and in all stages of civilization. In India and China, among the ancient Egyptians, 
and among the philosophers of Greece, incorporated into the religion of the barbarous tribes of America, the belief in a future life has ever been one 
of the main-springs of human activity. • G. Frederick Wright, op. cit., p. 134. The desire is irrepressible. Cf, the words of Alfred Lord Tennyson, 
"Strong Son of God, Immortal Love, Whom we that have not seen thy face, By faith, and by faith alone, embrace, Believing where we cannot 
prove. • Robert G. Ingersoll, in an oration at his brother's grave, said: "Life is a narrow vale between the cold and barren peaks of two eternities. We 
strive in vain to-look beyond the heights. We cry aloud, and the only answer is the echo of our wailing cry. From the voiceless lips of the unreplying 
dead there comes no word; but in the night of death hope sees a star and listening love can hear the rustle of a wing. He who sleeps here, when dy
ing, mistaking the approach of death for the return of health, whispered with his latest breath, 'I am better now.' Let us believe, in spite of doubts, 
and dogmas and tears and fears that these dear words are true of all the countless dead. • Apud W. L Oliphant and Charles Smith, Debate (Cincin
nati, 0.: F. L Rowe, Publisher, 1929), p. 176. Ingersoll looked on immortality as an inescapable dream, "like a sea that ebbed and flowed in the hu
man heart, beating with its countless waves against the sands and rocks of time and fate, • a dream" hom of human affection, and will continue to 
ebb and flow beneath mists and clouds of doubt and darkness, as long as love kisses the lips of death." Apud Leon Woodrum, "That Immortal Sea,• 
Christianity Today, March 13, 1964, p. 6. Joseph Addison wrote: "It must be so- Plato, thou reason'st well! -Else whence this pleasing hope, this 
fond desire, this longing for immortality?• Apud ibid. In human hearts God "has put eternity• (Ecd. 3:11). 

' Sinunias argued with Socrates that when the lyre is broken the harmony is destroyed, and that a weaver's coat outlives the weaver. If the soul 
is nothing more than air vibrations (harmony) or nothing more than a dying clay body, then of course there is no immortality. Socrates replied that 
man's soul, unlike passive harmony, is active. Apud B. Jowett, translator, The Work of Plato (New York: The Dial Press, n.d.), p. 227. 

10 "Cf. David Elton Trueblood, op. cit., p. 305. William Jennings Bryan wrote: "If the Father designs to touch with Divine Power the cold and 
pulseless heart of the buried acorn and to make it burst forth from the prison walls, will He leave neglected in the earth the soul of man, made in the 
image of his Creator? If He stoops to give to the rosebush, whose withering blossoms float upon the autumn breeze, the sweet assurance of another 
springtime, will He refuse the words of hope to the sons of men when the frosts of winter come? In Cairo I secured a few grains of wheat that had 
slumbered for more than thirty centuries in an Egyptian tomb, As I looked at them, this thought came into my mind: If one of those grains had been 
planted on the banks of the Nile the year after it grew and all its lineal descendants had been planted and replanted from that time until now, its progeny 
would today be sufficiently numerous to feed the teeming millions of the world. If this invisible germ of life in the grain of wheat can thus pass un
impaired through three. thousand resurrections, I shall not doubt that my soul has power to clothe itself with a body suited to its new existence when 
this fleshly frame has crumbled into dust. • Under the caption "Immortality," Dr. Wernher von Braun, Development Operations Director, Army Ballistic 
Missile Agency, wrote: "Science bas found that nothing can disappear without a trace Nature does not know atinction. All it lcnows is transfomuttionl 
No~ if God applies this fundamental principle to the most minute and insignificant parts of His universe, doesn't it make sense to assume that He 
applies it also to the masterpiece of His creation-the human soul? I think it does. And everything science has taught me - and continues to teach me 
strengthens my belief in the continuity of our spiritual existence after death. • ("This Week, • The Times-Picayune, Jan. 24, 1960, p. 2). 
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life of a caterpillar, if a sprout can grow from a 
stump, if words and pictures can be reclaimed from 
the air, it is reasonable that the power who "fearfully 
and wonderfully" made human bodies will raise 
them from their tombs. It should not be stranger for 
consciousness to arrive than to survive.10 

The Fruit-Test Ieason 
A sixth reason strengthening the hope of living for
ever might be called the fruit-test: the effect in 
people's lives who have such faith is benign and con
structive. The kind of fruit a tree produces tells much 
about the tree, and the fruit of believing in the afterlife 
is a compliment to the doctrine. Though many people 
have lived useful lives without this doctrine, their use
fulness was in spite of, not because of, their lack of 
faith. One the other hand, faith in immortality has 
motivated thousands of people to be cleaner in morals 
and happier in spirit. They have restrained themselves 
from evil and have exerted themselves to positive 
good because of the hope of living eternally. If they 
are disappointed, then faith in a falsehood has done 
more good to the world than the truth. Something is 
wrong if a lie is better than truth. 

Conclusion 
Unless man's reason plays tricks on him and leads 
him in the exact opposite of truth, belief in immor
tality is to be accepted as reasonable. Only by one's 
refusing to accept the mind's conclusions is one able 
to resist belief in an afterlife. 11 

William Wordsworth wrote: 

Though inland far we be, 
Our souls have sight of that immortal sea 
Which brought us thither. 

Under the tide of "The Law Word" E. G. Talbot 
penned these lines: 

Death, I will have the last word 
In our argument. 
When thou shalt chant a requiem 
Over my grave I will be brave 
And sing an exultant hymn. 
When my body lies under the sod 
And your last word is said 
I will say: "I live with God; 
Only my body is dead; 
The husk alone is thine: 
The kernel is divine." 

11625 SWVacuna Ct. 
Portland, OR 97219-8903 
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11 The "impossibility of conceiving" of "this immense and wonderful universe" and of man's "capacity of looking far backwards and far into 
futurity, as the result of blind chance or necessity," and the "intolerable thought" that man is "doomed to complete annihilation," these thoughts 
Charles Darwin could only set aside by raising a doubt whether the convictions of man's mind "can be trusted when it draws such grand conclu
sions" (Ufe and Letters of Charles Darwin, New York: D. Appleton & Co,. 1911, Francis Darwin, ed., 1, 282). "My inward conviction is that the 
Universe is not the result of chance," he continued, "but then with me the horrid doubt always arises whether the convictions of man's mind, which 
has been developed from the mind of the lower animals, are of any value or at all trustworthy. Would anyone trust in the convictions of a monkey's 
mind, if there are any convictions in such a mind?" (Ibid., p. 285). Julian Huxley has written that with the "abandonment of the god hypothesis ... in 
the place of eternity we shall have to think in terms of enduring process; in place of salvation in terms of attaining the satisfying states of inner being 
which combine energy and peace" (Apud John Lear, The Future of God, Saturday Review, Aug. 29, 1964, pp. 174-175). 
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(This is the third in a series of articles by the brilliant and lamented preacher of yesteryear. We thought it 
good for some of our younger preachers who may have never had an opportunity to learn from great men of 
faith from the past to see some of this type writing. Enjoy and learn.) · 

Apostasy 
By C. R. Nichol 

T he two preceding articles on this subject 
should be read in connection with this one to 
appreciate what follows. 

Those who teach that a child of God cannot so 
conduct himself that he will be finally, eternally, lost, 
rely on John 5:24 as proof of their position. The 
passage reads, "He that heareth my word, and belie
veth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life. n 

In the preceding article, study was had in the use 
of "shall" and "shall not." The question was raised: 
Are the words "shall" and "shall not" always used in 
an unlimited sense -- do they in every instance con
vey the idea, to the informed man, that it is impos
sible for one who is a believer to act in such a way 
that he will be lost? 

Your close attention is directed to the following: 
"He that believeth not the Son shall not see life" 

a ohn 3:3 6). Register the words "shall not" in this 
passage. 

"He that ... believeth .. shall not come into con
demnation" aohn 5:24). You will note the words 
"shall not" in this passage also. 

Do the words "shall not" in these two passages 
have the same force? Is the "shall not" in one pas
sage unconditional, and the "shall not" in the other 
passage conditional?"" 

Is there in your community a man who "belie
veth not the Son?" If "Yes," what of him? "He that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life" is the state
ment of the Bible. Is it not true that the heathens 
"believe not the Son"? Of all who believe not the 
Bible says, "They shall not see life." Is the "shall 
not" an un~onditional "shall not"? ~f "Yes," why 
send missionaries to the heathen lands to preach to 
them? You surely make answer: "Though those who 
believe not the Son shall not see life, it is possible for 
those who today 'believe not the Son' to become be
lievers and see life. By such a statement you reveal 
the fact that you believe the 'shall not' is not neces-

14 ~i~~~ound!~~~ 

sarily an unconditional shall not." 
The import of the passage, "He that believeth 

not the Son shall not see life" a ohn 3: 3 6), taken in 
connection with other passages, certainly teaches 
that "shall not see life" stands against one only so 
long as "he believeth not the Son," and that it is pos
sible for him to become a believer and "see life." If 
he continues in unbelief, he "shall not see life"; but 
he can become a believer and "shall see life." The 
man who believes not the Son has registered against 
him, "shall not see life," and such stands against him 
so long as he "believeth not the Son." 

It is a fact that at one time Saul of Tarsus be
lieved "not the Son." He not only did not believe the 
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Son, but he showed he did not believe by his works. 
He persecuted the Lord, wasted the church, and 
gave the weight of his influence in every way against 
the Lord and his chosen. While in this state of unbe
lief he had lodged against him the word of inspira
tion: "He that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life." Making a personal application of the passage 
to the man, Saul of Tarsus, how much of his life did 
the term "shall not see life" cover? Certainly every 
moment of time during which he believed "not the 
Son." Did there come a time in the life of Saul of 
Tarsus when he "believed the Son"? Yes, there came 
a time in the life of Saul of Tarsus when he did be
lieve the Son, when he "walked by faith" (2 Cor. 
5:7). Did he "see life"? Yes; and, more, he walked 
"in newness of life" (Rom. 6:4). What became of the 
sentence which had been lodged against him, "shall 
not see life"? It is replied, and correctly: Though 
there is not a condition expressed in John 3:36 
which modifies "shall not see life," there are other 
verses of Scripture which teach that one can cease to 
be an unbeliever, become a believer, and "see life." 

Though one may not believe the Son today, he 
may on the morrow believe the Son and see life. 
"And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence 
of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 
but these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name" ijohn 20:30-31). 
Those who are thoughtful and conversant with the 
teachings of the Bible must understand that the 
words "shall not see life," registered against those 
who believe not the Son, stand against them only so 
long as they "believe not" the Son; that when one 
believes on the Son, the edict "shall not see life" no 
longer hangs over him. The sentence "shall not see 
life" may be removed. 

What about the "shall not come into condemna
tion"? Such is the promise made to believers. This is 
the promise made to the believer; and so long as one 
is a believer, the promise that no condemnation will 
rest on him must be true. A pertinent question: Is it 
possible for one who is a believer to become an un
believer, or disbeliever; and if one who has been a 
believer becomes a disbeliever, will "condemnation" 
rest upon him? Surely, for the Bible declares that he 
that believeth ·not is condemned ijohn 3:18). Can 
one cease to believe? 

Jesus, in giving an explanation of the parable of 
the sower, said that some "for a while believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away" (Luke 8:13). What 

does "fall away" mean? Paul wrote: "Now the Spirit 
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 
depart [American Standard Version, 'fall away') 
from the faith" (1 Tim. 4: 1). 

They will do what? 
"Fall away from the faith." What does "depart 

from the faith," "fall away from the faith," mean? 
"Let every one that nameth the name of Christ de
part from iniquity" (2 Tim. 2: 19). Is there any ques
tion in the heart of the reader touching what it 
means to "depart from iniquity"? Surely it means to 
"withdraw thyself from iniquity." Paul declared that 
some would "depart [fall away] from the faith," the 
gospel - that is, they would cease to practice the 
demands of the gospel. 

Again: "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any 
of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing [falling 
away] from the living God" (Heb. 3:12). An oppo
nent of mine in debate said in commenting on this 
prophecy from Paul: "To depart from the faith 
means to depart from that system of doctrine called 
'the faith.' Depart from the doctrine, become hereti
cal; and many a man has done that and still main
tains his faith in the Lord Jesus." The friend seems to 
have overlooked the following words in the verse 
(read again): "Some shall depart from the faith." 
And is that all? No, read the next words in the same 
verse: "Giving heed to seducing spirits, and doc
trines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy" (1 Tim. 
4:1-2). I do wonder if when a man departs "from the 
faith," that means that he only becomes "heretical," 
and that he may "depart from the faith" and still 
maintain "his faith in the Lord Jesus" -just what it 
means when it says in the same verse that he gives 
"heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
speaking lies in hypocrisy"? Can you visualize .the 
man Paul contemplated? He departs (falls away) 
from the faith, and that means, said my friend, that 
he became "heretical," that did not, I was told, in 
any way jeopardize his certainty of heaven. But Paul 
declared they would give "heed to seducing spirits, 
and doctfines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy." 
Will that in any way have to do with one's salvation? 

Get a good view of the doctrine of those who in
sist a child of God cannot fall from grace - that a 
child of God cannot so conduct himself that he will 
be finally lost. It is insisted that when one becomes a 
child of God he can "depart from the faith," he can 
speak "lies in hypocrisy," but that matters not - he 
will certainly go to heaven. 

The Bible says, "All liars shall have their part in 
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the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone" 
(Rev. 21:8). I am certain that those who reach the 
lake of fire and brimstone will not be in the place in 
the Bible called heaven! 

"He that believeth not the Son shall not see life," 
but he may become a believer and "see life." He that 
believeth "shall not" come into condemnation," if he 
continues in belief; but he can become an unbeliever 
and "fall away" - for a while believe, and in time of 
temptation fall away" and come into condemnation. 

Paul exhorted: "Take heed, .brethren, lest there be in 
any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God" (He b. 3: 12). Take heed, be 
careful, guard yourselves well, make certain of your 
movements. Why? Lest ye "fall away from the living 
God," or "depart from the living God." If one "fall 
away from the living God" through an "evil heart of 
unbelief," will he come into "condemnation"? 

(more to follow) 
Fp 

B. Graham 
By Kerry Duke 

E. L. Bynum - preacher of the Tabernacle Bap
tist Church (Lubbock, Texas)- wrote a tract 
condemning the Billy Graham Crusade. 

He quotes Graham as saying in 1951, "We do 
not condone nor have fellowship with any form of 
modernism." 

Bynum adds, "Now, Billy associates with the lib
erals, and quotes them with pleasure." He cites a 
Graham crusade worker who said in 1951 that no 
decision cards from responses at Graham's meetings 
were sent to Roman Catholic churches. 

"Now," Bynum observes, "Graham sends deci
sion cards from his meetings to Roman Catholic and 
other apostate churches." 

In 1967, Graham received an honorary degree 
from Belmont Abbey College in North Carolina. 
Graham said to the Catholic audience, "The gospel 
that built this school and the gospel that brings me 
here tonight is still the way to salvation." 

Bynum responds, "Billy Graham surely knows 
that the gospel did not build that school, for they 
never preached the gospel!" He adds, "Graham 
preaches some truth, but he is an expert at knowing 
which truth to leave out to gain the support of 
Catholics, modernists, and evangelicals." 

Bynum examines Graham's work in the ecu
menical movement, noting that Graham aids and 
abets the enemies of Christianity. "He endorsed such 
infidels as Rudolph Bultmann, Karl Barth, Emil 
Brunner, Reinhold Niebuhr, and Paul Tillich, refer
ring to them as "the great theologians of today." 

Bynum reproves Graham because "he honored 
the notorious liberal Bishop James A. Pike by having 
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him on the platform and lead prayer." Pike wrote that 
the virgin birth of Christ and the Garden of Eden are 
myths. 

Bynum criticizes Graham's commendation of 
Methodist bishop Gerald Kennedy, because Kennedy 
endorsed a book by Vanderbilt University's Nels 
Ferre, which denied the deity of Christ. 

.Bynum complains that Graham fellowships 
charismatics- especially Oral Roberts. At one event, 
"Billy went out of his way to make him [Roberts] 
welcome, standing on the platform with Roberts arm 
in arm." Graham also "appeared with Oral Roberts in 
a joint television broadcast that was broadcast across 
the nation." 

Bynum charges that Graham "promoted Corrie 
Ten Broom, a charismatic, woman preacher." 

Bynum said Johnny Cash would sing at a Gra
ham Crusade "one week and the next week Cash 
would appear at a Las Vegas night club." He men
tioned that "Pat Boone is a charismatic who still en
tertains at the night clubs and bunny clubs, yet Gra
ham uses him at his crusades." 

The tract, written during the Cold War, quotes 
Graham as saying that "The three greatest menaces 
faced by orthodox Christianity are communism, Ro
man Catholicism, and Mohammedanism." 

By 1963 Graham softened on this stand, saying 
"For years I have not spoken about that (commu
nism) ••• I cannot go round the world and say who is 
right and who is not right." 

Some of the charges Bynum levels against Gra
ham based, upon these passages, are: 

The Bible says to 'try' them (false prophets), 



but Billy Graham fellowships them. 
The Bible says to 'mark them,' speaking of 

those who teach false doctrine, but Billy Gra
ham compliments the Pikes, Jones, and other 
apostates. 

The Bible says 'have no fellowship' but Billy 
Graham has fellowship with all kinds of false 
doctrine. 

The Bible says 'receive them not,' but Billy 
Graham receives them on his platform and 
sends his converts to them. By doing this he be
comes a partaker of their evil deeds. 

Bynum answers objections to what he has said 
about Graham. One objection was, "We should not 
deny liberals and Catholics the right to hear the gos
pel." 

Bynum responds, "No one wants to deny the 
gospel to these people. We object to their being rec
ognized as Christian brothers and promoted as offi
cials in Graham's crusades. It is one thing to invite 
them to come and hear the gospel; it is another to 
recognize them as sponsors of evangelism." 

Bynum said, "Graham claims his chief interest is 
in reaching lost souls. . .. If he is really interested in 
lost souls, he should obey the Scriptures ... " 

Well, yes, of course - me, too - Bynum as well 
as Graham and you and I and all mankind need to 
obey the scriptures. 

Another rationalization was "We must show love 
for these men." Bynum responded that "John 14:23 
says, 'If a man love me he will keep my words.'" He 
then added, "Much that goes under the name of love 
today is nothing but sentimental slop." 

Bynum urges his readers to, "Pray that Graham 
will separate himself from the liberals •.. that he will 
begin to preach all of the Bible and rebuke sin ... that 
he may be delivered from his entangling alliances." 

His tract ends with a quotation from J. Gresham 
Machen: "The worst sin today is to say that you 
agree with the Christian faith and believe in the 
Bible, but then make common cause with those who 
deny the basic facts of Christianity." 

Some in the churches of Christ think we are too 
straightforward when we expose liberals! A few ob
servations are necessary: 

This Baptist preacher called names. Gospel 
preachers who do so today are criticized. Q>aul called 
names -11im. 1:20; 2 Tim. 1:15, 2:17, 4:14). 

Bynum called the name of a popular preacher. 
Members of the church object, not to calling names, 
but to calling well-known names. They need to read 
Paul's remark about those in the church "who 
seemed to be somewhat" (Gal. 2:6). 

Bynum called the name of one of his own and 
openly rebuked him. He aired dirty linen to people 
outside the Baptist church. 

Some members of the churches of Christ severely 
criticize exposure of false teachers, arguing that such 
controversy will drive away outsiders. When God 
exposed the sin of Ananias and Sapphira, "great fear 
came upon all the church, and upon as many as 
heard these things" (Acts 5:11). 

Bynum did not say Graham denied the virgin birth 
or the resurrection of Christ; he did show that Gra
ham worked with and supported modernist preach
ers. How many in the Lord's church see no wrong in 
preachers who fellowship liberals as long as those 
preachers do not teach false doctrine themselves? 

Bynum did not say Graham was wrong because 
he was physically present with false teachers, nor for 
speaking on the same program with modernists. He 
said Graham was wrong because he endorsed mod
ernists. He recognized the duty to rebuke error, and 
he cited the same passages many of us have been cit
ing on this point- Ephesians 5:11; Romans 16:17; 
2 John 10-11. 

If Graham preached against modernists and 
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Catholic teaching, they would not have been so ac
cepting of him. If some strong gospel preachers stood 
against liberalism, they would not be invited to liberal 
churches to speak on programs with liberal preachers! 

Bynum was spec;:ific about the nature of fellow
ship. He saw that having a false teacher to lead 
prayer or to lead singing before Graham spoke was 
joint participation, and that, because of Graham's 
utter silence about their false doctrine and his words 
of praise about these false teachers, Billy Graham 
had become partaker of their evil deeds. 

Bynum condemns printed endorsement of mod-

ernism and says that Graham is "against separation 
from the modernists." Graham, he says, "has fellow
ship with" false teachers ... draws near to them ... 
and praises those who are unsound in the faith." 
Bynum thinks Graham has "compromised" by form
ing "entangling alliances." 

Bynum also saw through ridiculous diversions 
from the real issue. He challenged the political ma
chinery in the Baptist church. The churches of Christ 
also have politically minded preachers who use the 
same rationalizations condemned by Bynum. 

The Church Secretary 
By Ed Smithson 

' 

he church secretary is an imp.ortant subject 
because many churches employ a secretary. 
Yet it's a subject many think little about. Atti

tudes toward this subject vary. Some think it unim
portant. Others think it important but not as impor
tant as it should be. A preacher friend mentioned 
they were having trouble with the church secretary 
but that the elders didn't think it important enough 
to address quickly. 

1. First and foremost, the secretary for the church 
should be a Christian. My friend Roy H. Lanier Jr. 
dealt with the subject of a non-Christian secretary in 
an article I commend to you. (I'll be happy to send you 
a copy.) She should be a Christian in every sense of the 
word because she deals with sensitive issues and ma
terials. Her life and conduct should be well known to 
all in the congregation, as one who takes her life and 
her job seriously. 

2. She should be a qualified secretary, not the 
wife of a member, deacon or elder who finds herself 
bored with staying at home and just "wants some
thing to do." This is an important work, dealing 
with normal and special office tasks and she should 
be up to the job. If she is not already trained, and the 
preacher wishes to train her, she must be willing to 
devote her mental and physical energies to the train
ing and become competent. 

3. She must be able to understand the importance 
of the work. This is not a visiting job. So many church 
secretaries spend so much time on the phone visiting 
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with her friends in the church, that she has little time 
to do the work for which she has been hired. From 
time to time the church must be informed that they 
should not call the church office unless it is for the 
business of the church. If they want to visit the secre
tary, they can do so on her own time. The greatest 
complaint I have heard is that too much time is spent 
on the phone with people that is unnecessary. 

4. Where possible (and its possible most of the 
time) the preacher should be able to hire his own 
secretary. The secretary's job is not an institution. 
When a preacher hires the secretary he should let 
her know then and there it is for the "duration." If 
and when he leaves, for whatever reason, her job is 
finished. She can stay on until a new man comes in, 
at the pleasu(e of the elders, but she should sincerely 
tender her resignation to the new preacher when he 
arrives and offer to train a woman of his choice. If 
he wants her to stay, he has hired her and can termi
nate her if it doesn't work out. Elders tie the 
preacher's hands and make him ineffective some
times because they don't pay attention to this detail. 
Loyalties can be a good thing, but they can also be 
bad. If a secretary is loyal to a former preacher who 
left under duress or was fired, she can be an alba
tross around the neck of the new man. Many elders 
fail to understand this. But it's the preacher who 
works with the secretary, gives her instructions, sees 
that the work is done. If he is her immediate supervi
sor, then he should be the one to say if she stays or 



goes. Its just that simple. Elders who insist the secre
tary is their employee have failed to understand the 
basics. They are not the ones who work at the office, 
therefore they should have enough confidence in 
their preacher to allow him to handle this matter. 

5. Only in particular circumstances should an 
elder's wife ever be the church secretary. There are 
rare circumstances where this will work. The woman 
must understand that she comes in contact with in
formation she should share with no one, not even her 
husband in some circumstances. If he doesn't com
pletely understand the "separation of powers" it can 
be disastrous for both the eldership and the preacher. 

6. She must be a person who can keep a confi
dence. Church secretaries come into contact with 
sensitive information. She must, above all else, be 
able to keep that trust. She simply cannot be a tattler. 

7. She must be careful in her work habits. Punctu
ality and completion of work are important. She 
shouldn't think "just because she is working for the 
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Brown Trail Graduates 
By Gary Fallis 

T he members of Alpha Chi class of the Brown 
Trail School of Preaching received their di 
plomas June 13, 1999. Don Simpson, instruc

tor at Brown Trail, delivered the commencement ser
mon. A reception was provided in honor of the 
graduates, their families and friends. 

Rick Williams of Groesbeck and Ben Bailey of 
Lufkin will con-

Carnley in Windom; Shane Durham in Joshua; Rich
ard Stevens at Windom and Hawn Freeway. 

Academic and practical ministry experience 
gained in a setting of sound, biblical principles and 
instruction is unsurpassed at Brown Trail. Instruc
tors have prepared themselves through years of aca
demic study and practical ministry experience. 

One instructor has 
worked with four 
schools of preach
ing and taught more 
than 1,000 stu
dents. Another one 
has worked with 
schools of preach
ing for more than 
30 years. Dave 
Miller, the director, 
has been with 
Brown Trail for 
more than 10 years. 

Brown Trail 

tinue their biblical 
education at Okla
homa Christian Uni
versity. John (Chip) 
O'Neal will preach 
at Northwest in Ft. 
Worth; Dan Boggs 
at Ever-man; Shane 
Dur- ham at Joshua; 
Scott Lambert at 
Elmore City, Okla
homa; Henry Ma
chado at Manteca, 
California; Richard 
Stevens at Hawn 
Freeway in Dallas; 
Russell Carnley at 
Lumberton, Missis
sippi; and Jason 
Sparks, Alliance, Ne
braska. Allen Grif
fith and Tommy Si

From left (back row): Rick Williams, Shane Durham, Ben Bailey, Dan Boggs, Allen 
Griffith, Tommy Simonton, and Russell Carnley 

will soon begin its 
35th year of service 
to God and the 
gospel. Scores of 
other men like the 
Alpha Chi class se
lected Brown Trail 

From left (front row): Ed Norton (senior student), Chip O'Neal, Scorr Lambert, Rich· 
ard Stevens, Henry Machado, and jason Sparks 

monton will be involved in evangelism in the Fort 
Worth area. 

The Alpha Chi class completed two years of in
tensive study in the scripture, evangelism and ser
mon preparation. During their tenure, the graduates 
memorized hundreds of scriptures; prepared and 
presented dozens of sermons and participated in var
ied ministry and mission activities. Practical ministry 
experience is gained in area congregations - Henry 
Machado at Cockrell Hill in Dallas; Jason Sparks at 
Highland in Fort Worth; Ben Bailey at Little Elm; 
Dan Boggs at Blodgett and Everman; Scott Lambert 
at Bedford-Road; Chip O'Neal and Tommy 
Simonton at N orthwest in Fort Worth; Russell 
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because of its sin
gular focus on preaching the gospel, its continuing 
respect for the whole counsel of God and its breadth 
and depth of ministry preparation. If you are a faith
ful Christian and desire to have the best preparation 
possible for time and eternity, Brown Trail is the 
place for you. The Alpha Chi class consisted of men 
in age from 19 to 56, from mature young men who 
just finished high school to men of retirement. Your 
Biblical education is free of charge. There is no tu
ition as Brown Trail and other faithfu l churches and 
individuals provide for the training. Call (817) 
268-3222 or write the Brown Trail School of Preach
ing, P.O. Box 210667, Bedford, TX 76095. 



Potpourri ••. 

E nemies of truth are a restless evil and full of 
deadly poison. In a shameless attempt to re
write history some [The Jesus Seminar] at

tempt to portray Jesus as a rabble-rouser who was 
crucified for revolting against civil authority. Others 
say Jesus was homosexual with a harem of 12 dis
ciples. None of this has any basis in the facts of his
tory and is the product of vivid and rudderless 
imagination. It is hollow and implodes of its own 
crassness. The unanswerable argument is that the 
teaching of Jesus has captured the vast majority of 
intelligent beings because what he said makes so 
much sense. It is irrefutable. There is no successful 
argument against success, just as there is no argu
ment against stupidity, which is why it makes no 
sense to argue with the Jesus Seminar people. 

An equally empty and misguided conspiracy 
seeks to discredit the apostle Paul. In two or three 
recent national, secular magazines mindless misrep
resentations are made about this great man of God 
(our thanks to Paul Chandler for calling this to our 
attention). It is asserted, but not proved, in these ar
ticles that Paul did not write all of the books ascribed 
to him in the New Testament. The false claim is 
made that he wrote very little of what is attributed to 
him. The authors then take the very writings they 
say Paul did not write to try to show that he was 
unreasonable. How odd! And these people have the 
temerity of saying Paul was inconsistent. 

The crux of this new-found Paul-phobia grows 
out of the teaching of the apostle about feminism 
and homosexuality. They are out to get him because 
they do not like what the Holy Spirit told him to 
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write about domineering females and sexual per
verts. They are horrified that Paul would tell wives 
to submit to their husbands and call homosexuality 
degrading. 

One of the articles said, "Of all Paul's teachings, 
those that stir the most controversy today relate to 
homosexuality and the role of women in the church" 
(U.S. News & World Report, April 5, 1999). Of all 
the incongruous things you can imagine, this one 
takes the cake because it appeared under heading of 
Science & Ideas, of which it is neither. 

Anfi-Citrlsf 
$ Ellen Warren and Teresa Wiltz, freelance col

umnists, report positive proof that Bill Gates is the 
man of sin. The calculations go like this: The initials 
of the World Wide Web, W WW, bear the "mark of the 
beast," 666. Also, if you convert the letters of his 
name, Bill Gates III, to ASCII code the total will be 
666 - which is a very bad number. Also they quote 
the Bible, "He forced everyone, small and great, rich 
and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right 
hand and on his forehead so that no one could buy or 
sell unless he had the mark ... which is the number of 
his name" (Rev.13:16-17). We put the theory to a test. 
The result? The letters do not add up to 666. They 
total 810 (Chicago Tribune, May 16, 1999). 

A leHer 
0 Travis Boyd, a gospel preacher, wrote to say: 

"We continue to enjoy the Firm Foundation. We like it 
because it is firm. We especially like "Potpourri." I en
joyed the articles from the past, especially C.R. 
Nichol. 

Pornographic Preacher 
0 Carroll Bennett sent a clipping from the Ar

kansas Democrat (May 20, 1999) reporting that 
Harvard Divinity School's head, Ronald F. 
Thiemann, had to resign because his computer was 
found to have stored in its memory a sizeable collec
tion of pornographic material. His lawyer defended 
him by saying that it is not kiddie porn - just good 
old adult-dirty-pictures, which the lawyer thinks is 
all right, especially if the preacher is the head of 
Harvard's Divinity School. 
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lope 
0 Thousands of college students are turning to 

religion to find meaning in their lives. Both secular 
and church-affiliated colleges report surging use of 
campus religious centers and increasing attendance 
at many religious aCtivities (Chicago Tribune, May 7, 
1999). 

ley, I'm •• Anim11l, roo 
0 Linda Chavez, columnist for the Chicago Tri

bune (May S, 1999), reminds us that Princeton Uni
versity has appointed Peter Singer, an Australian phi
losopher, to an endowed chair in bioethics. Singer 
believes it is wrong to eat animals but not necessarily 
immoral to kill disabled hum~ babies or senile 
adults. He opposes the use of animals in medical ex
periments but advocates the right of parents to kill 
their infants if they suffer from a debilitating condi
tion. Singer sums up his view: "The main point is 
clear: Killing a disabled infant is not morally equiva
lent to killing a person. Very often it is not wrong at 
all., Apparently he believes in the humane treatment 
of animals but not humans. Chavez observes, "If 
Singer were being hired to teach physics or even En
glish literature, Princeton's actions might be excus
able, but what possil?le motivation could the univer~ 
sity have for hiring a man to teach ethics who pro
motes such views?" 

lor Wltllf If's Wortll 
fJ A $400,000.00 government study of 200 

movies (rated from "G" for all ages to "NC-17," no 
one under seventeen admitted) and 1,000 songs says 
that people were depicted doing drugs, drinking or 
smoking in 98 percent of the top movie rentals and 
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27 percent of the most popular songs in 1996 and 
1997 (Chicago Tribune, April29, 1999) 

· Ca11ada, 0 Caaad• 
0 Canada's Supreme Court struck down a het

erosexual definition of "spouse" in a landmark deci
sion that could rewrite Canada's law book to give le
gal rights to same-sex couples. The ruling does not 
address the issue of homosexual marriages. By ruling 
that the heterosexual definition of spouse is uncon
stitutional the court's decision could give same-sex 
partners all the legal benefits of a common-law mar
riage (Source: Chicago Tribune, May 21, 1999, via 
Earl Davis). 

J6e loot of Ml Kinds of fvi# 
0 A Capuchin monk named Pio claimed stig

mata, which is "marks or sores corresponding to and 
resembling the crucifixion wounds of Jesus, some
times occurring during religious ecstasy or hysteria" 
(American Heritage Dictionary). 

It is claimed that one miracle has been confirmed 
as a result of praying to Pio's memory and the 
Catholic church is on the verge of declaring him a 
"saint., Last year 7 million pilgrims flocked to his 
tomb. They come on crutches and in wheelchairs to 
pray before Pio's grave, line up for confession and 
place objects on a table where, every 15 minutes, a 
monk blesses all things and people before him. Last 
stop on the sanctuary tour is a gift shop, where one 
of the items is a calculator that converts euros (Euro
pean Union's new currency) and bears Pio's image 
(Chicago Tribune, April 30, 1999). 

"And in covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you: whose . sentence 
now from of old lingereth not, and their destruction 
slumbereth not" (2 Pet. 2:3). 

Curious 
0 The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA), through its Division for Outreach (DO) 
commissioned a study called, "Congregational Minis
try with Gay and Lesbian People." 

The DO report recommends the development of 
"a resource on welcoming to gay and lesbian 
people., It does so to be sensitive to homosexuals 
and to signify to them that this congregation is a 
"safe place."' 

Such signs include, "warmly greeting visitors be
fore and after worship; including gay and lesbian 
members in different leadership roles in the congrega
tion; affirming members individually first and then as 
a family unit; recognizing that hospitality is not judg-



mental, even if not all members and visitors share the 
same views; having a reputation outside the congrega
tion as being active in Social Justice issues; and par
ticipating in community gay and lesbian events." 

In welcoming congregations, "lay and clergy 
leaders should often use the words gay and lesbian in 
sermons, prayers, adult forums, and other congrega
tional settings." In addition, according to the press 
summary, such congregations tend to use inclusive 
language in the worship service and acknowledge 
gay and lesbian couples as partners in the same way 
married couples are recognized." 

The press summary notes, finally, that welcom
ing congregations often move on to "open discus
sion of other issues related to gays and lesbians in 
church life, including the issue of performing bless
ing ceremonies for gay and lesbian couples and the 
issue of ordaining gays and lesbians." (The ELCA, as 
the report does not mention, currently opposes both 
practices.) All this, presumably, is part of the process 
whereby welcoming congregations see themselves 
coming, as the report says, "to a deeper understand
ing of the gospel." 

Moses said: 
And if a man lie with mankind, as with woman
kind, both of them have committed abomina
tion: they shall surely be put to death; their 
blood shall be upon them (Lev. 20: 13). 

Paul wrote: 
For this cause God gave them up unto vile pas
sions: for their women changed the natural usc 
into that which is against nature: and likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward an
other, men with men working unseemliness, and 
receiving in themselves that recompense of their 
error which was due. And even as they refused 
to have God in their knowledge, God gave them 
up unto a reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not fitting (Rom. 1:26-28). 

But, then, neither Moses nor Paul were members 
of the ELCA, nor were they on the DO committee. 
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Jr. laclc 
0 Kevorkian has, at long last, been convicted of 

murder. The killing of Thomas Youk, which was the 
snuff film broadcast by 60 Minutes to boost its rat
ings, left the jury no choice but to convict. Taking, as 
the saying goes, a fool for his client, Kevorkian, con
ducted his own defense. 

8ra6manism 
0 Jon Stock, in the Spectator, says Hinduism is 

correct in its "extreme intolerance of the mostly 
American missionaries now working in India." Stock 
lists some of these missionaries' egregious activities: 
"treating leprosy, training indigenous preachers, 
channeling funds and resources to India, and pray
ing." Stock thinks this justifies burning to death an 
American missionary and his sons. 

Holy 1111" In Heaven 
0 In the United Kingdom, a new Methodist 

Book of Worship includes a prayer addressed to 
"God our Father and Mother." 

You may smile, but the radical feminists will not 
rest until that becomes the prevailing sentiment of 
every nation, tribe, and tongue. 

ralcellofe 
11 Stepping into a turbulent side issue in the 

abortion debate, a presidential commission is close 
to recommending that federal funds be allowed for 
specific research on abandoned human embryos. 

The commission is also likely to urge that Con
gress not block such research, as it has done for the 
past three years. 

The research would be limited to deriving from 
the embryos the primodial cells, known as embry
onic stem cells, from which all the tissues and organs 
of the body develop. 

Opponents of abortion, including many mem
bers of Congress, object to the federal·financing of 
any research requiring the destruction of a human 
embryo (Chicago Tribune# May 24, 1999). 

Star Wars 
0 Steve Kloehn, writer for the religion section 

of The Chicago Tribune (May 21, 1999) says the cre
ator of Star Wars, George Lucas, said, "I see 'Star 
Wars' as taking all the issues that religion represents 
and trying to distill them down into a more modern 
and easily accessible construct." 

Lucas continued: 
I put the Force into the movie to try to 

awaken a certain kind of spirituality in young 
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people - more a belief in God than a belief in 
any particular religious system. 

On the bright side, Star Wars summons those 
old foes, good and evil, and weighs in on the 
side of good. Violence is limited mostly to 
things, not people. The story is full of allusions, 
however insipid,wto the great themes of religion. 

On the dark side, the movie is rife with New 
Age confusion - its narrative dependence on 
personalizing good and evil seems to clash with 
its insistence on an impersonal Force behind it 
all. 

f6e PeiJdUIUIJI SwiiJIS 
IJ The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

has sent a letter saying the school has gone from lib
eral to conservative. The letter says, "Under the lead
ership of Dr. R. Albert Mohler Jr., a contributing 
writer to World Magazine, Southern Seminary has 
made the transition from a primarily neo-orthodox 
institution to a conservative evangelical seminary." 

The letter ends with the claim: 
In these days, at the close of the second millen
nium from Jesus' birth, there are traces of a 
great revival stirring. Southern Seminary is la
boring diligently to prepare ministers of the 
great task of God's work. We thirst for a great 
revival that will transform our nation and im
pact our world with God's truth. 

Well, how about that? We wonder if ACU, DLU, 
and Pepperdine can learn anything from this 180 de
gree turnabout of a Baptist educational institution. 

4rt 
0 The Creative Capital Foundation (CCA) is 

raising money to benefit the National Endowment 
for the Arts (NEA) since the Federal Government of 
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the United States of America cut some funding for 
NEA. The CCA announced that giving out $1 mil
lion a year to 50 to 60 performing and visual artists 
"won't bother us at all." 

The NEA, as everybody knows, puts out "art" 
that is so raunchy it makes the Mafia blush. 

Good: that is just as it ought to be - private in
dividuals using their personal funds to support the 
expression of views they find worthy or attractive. 
What the "arts" community could never seem to un
derstand is that, as disgusting as the content of some 
NEA-supported art is, what really incensed decent 
people was that they were being compelled to sup
port that "art" through the use of tax dollars. 

Good Poiaf 
G Charles Krauthammer in his article, "Will 

Someone Call Off the Grief Counselors?" (Chicago 
Tribune, May 10, 1999) points out that when trag
edies like Columbine High happen that Washington 
turns to psychologists instead of preachers. The dic
tum is "that venting and openness, talking it out and 
letting it out, is good for the soul." 

There was a time when silent bearing of suffer
ing - reticence and stoicism - were valued. Today 
everything is exposed for all to see. Krauthammer 
questions, "Does the era of Jerry Springer harbor 
less psychosis than that of Gary Cooper? Do we ex
perience fewer of its flamboyant manifestations, say, 
mass murder by grinning high schoolers?" Good 
questions. 

The Krauthammer article concludes: 
We believe in the inevitability of psychic harm 

from not talking about our personal grief, and 
releasing one's inner feelings. Only a societY un
der the spell of this belief could descend to the 
primitivism of the 'recovered memory syn
drome.' In which shamanistic therapists exorcise 
invisible demonic memories - with real people 
being sent to real jails by real juries led to be
lieve such lunacies. 

We deem it unhealthy, even primitive, to bear 
our grief as our ancestors did, among friends, 
family, clergy. We crave, instead, direction from 
a new priesthood: secular masters of the public 
airing of private sorrow. 

Smag Troubled Youth 
fl Susan Cassatt, a licensed clinical psychologist 

from Pender, Neb. says that "the village" let her 
down. She put her son on drugs to slow-him-down 
and cure his Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder when 
the boy was in the 5th grade. Today he is in high 
school, running amuck in the streets. He is a liar, 



drunkard, illicit drug user, thief (stealing his own 
mother's possession to support his drug habit), and 
threatens his brother with deadly violence. 

Whose fault is it? 
Answer: Society is the culprit. His friends and his 

friends' parents have caused this insupportable prob
lem. His psychologist mother is not to blame - is 
she? No! Of course not! 

Psychologist Susan Cassatt says: 
I am not alone. My son is not an aberration. It's 
likely that there's a very troubled youth sitting 
in your child's classroom right now. They are lit
erally everywhere and Littleton is only a begin
ning (Source: Chicago Tribune, April 4, 1999). 

Maybe so, but not if these kids were in my 
father's house because he strongly believed in "spare 
the rod, spoil the child." My siblings and me not 
only did not even try, we did not even think about it. 
Dad would not have blamed the neighbor if one of 
us had turned out badly. He would have blamed us, 
and taught us by the rule of a hickory stick. 

More on Distipline 
~ Leonard Pitts wrote in the Chicago Tribune 

(May 11, 1999): 
If it's true that good beginnings sometimes pro-
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duce bad people, then it's equally true that the 
opposite occurs. That there are among us people 
who come of age in Hell, people raised in dirt 
and dysfunction, people of whom there's no 
reason to expect anything but the worst, who 
somehow grow to be decent truthful and kind. 
Evil exists, but good does too. 

This is called free agency. There is a more excel
lent way and you can walk in it - if you want to -
or you can be horrid, obnoxious, and nasty. You can 
try shifting the blame to society (the village), but you 
are the one who will pay the fiddler. We reap as we 
sow. It's up to you. Remember that when Adam and 
Eve tried blaming someone else, the flimsy excuse 
was rejected and they wound up earning bread with 
sweat and having babies in pain. 

Guess WIJat? 
t9l Randy Harris, co-author with Rubel Shelly of 

the Second Incarnation, has been hired away from 
DLU by ACU. Harris claims to be a Barthonian 
scholar. Karl Barth's principle contribution to reli
gious thought was nee-orthodoxy and crisis theol
ogy. In his view, God is "wholly other," totally un
like humankind, who are utterly dependent on an 
encounter with the divine for any understanding of 
ultimate reality. It is the rebirth of Calvinism. Harris 
is one of its advocates. It is a kind-of-like irresistible 
grace, or mourner's bench religion- direct opera
tion of the Holy Spirit, and all that. Among the 
"slain in the spirit" bunch it is falling on the floor, 
lying motionless for hours, frothing at the mouth, 
barking like a dog, mooing like a cow, and twitching 
like a galvanized corpse. 

Nasbville 
0 Denominational churches in Nashville are 

planning a Celebrate jesus 2000 program. It includes 
Block Parties, Saturday Search, Prayer Walking, 
Jesus Video Project, and Canning Hunger. It is called 
Nashville Bridges Coalition. The chairman of the 
committee on goodwill is - you guessed it - Rubel 
Shelly. Don Finto, who claims to be an apostle of 
Jesus and preaches for the apostate Belmont Church 
in Nashville, is chairman of The Tuesday Afternoon 
Minister's Prayer Group. The other members of the 
"team" are denominational preachers and leaders, 
including Baptist and Assembly of God ministers. 

If consistency is a jewel, this is a mud-pie. F 
F 

Trying to locate Larry Lemmons, son of Sis. Verla 
Lemmons and the late Bernard Lemmons. Con
tact Don Layman, 102 Audrea St., Moulton, AL 
35650, (256} 974-1484. 
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A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: What is your view of the theory now 
being advocated in some areas of the brother

hood that "law is the antithesis of grace," and where 
there is grace there is no law? 

Answer: James 1:25 speaks of "but he that 
looketh into the perfect law." Here begins the 

application of the illustration of the man who looks 
but forgets his reflection in the mirror, set out in 
verses 23-24. It is presented as a contrast, as evi
denced by the word "but" with which the verse be
gins. Actually, the illustration of the mirror is 
mingled with the lesson and the figure is dropped. A 
man looks into his mirror and for a moment sees his 
reflection, but passes on, forgetting what he saw. 
Such is characteristic of one who hears the word of 
truth, but soon forgets it, and is thus wholly uninflu
enced by it. The genuine listener is far more inter
ested. The verb "looketh" clearly indicates this. It is 
from para/upsas, aorist active participle, from 
parakupto, to stoop and look, to gaze intently. It is 
the term used to describe the actions of Peter and 
Mary as they peered into the empty tomb of Christ 
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on the morning of his resurrection Qohn 20:5, 11). It 
describes, in vivid detail, one who stoops down, as it 
were, to get the closest possible look; and, as used in 
our text, denotes one who is highly interested in the 
word of truth. It is a stronger term, and indicates a 
much more minute look than that suggested by "be
holding" in verse 24. It reveals (a) an abiding interest 
on the part of the viewer; (b) a recognition that there 
is something vitally important to see. It is this dispo
sition which characterizes the interested listener. 

That into which such a one intently looks is the 
"perfect law." It is well to observe first that it is law 
into which one is to look. James would be utterly 
without sympathy with that school of thought which 
alleges that the Old Testament consisted wholly of 
law, but no grace; the New Testament wholly of 
grace, but no law! Law is "a rule of action," to insist 
that there is no law in the New Covenant is to urge 
that there is no rule by which we are to walk today. 
In complete contrast with such a view, there is [in 
the New Testament] a "law of Christ" (Gal. 6:2; 1 
Cor. 9:21); a "law of the Spirit of life" (Rom. 8:2); a 
"law of liberty" Qames 1:25; 2:12), a "law of love" 
(Rom. 13:10). To insist there is no law in the New 
Testament is (a) in conflict with these plain affirma
tions of inspiration; (b) implies that we are without 
an enforceable standard of conduct; and (c) disre
gards the significance of the word law. 

But did not Paul declare that children of God are 
not under law, but under grace (Rom. 6:4)? The 
statement, "Ye are not under law, but under grace," 
is either (a) limited by the context; or, (b) it is not. If 
it is not, Christians are a lawless people. Those who 
are under no law are lawless. It is foolish to affirm 
in one breath, that children of God are not uncle; 
law, any law, law of any kind, and then to concede 
that they are under restraint. Law is restraint. Those 
who are restrained are under law. Where there is no 
law there is no restraint. Moreover, those who are 
without law are without sin. Sin is the transgression 
of the law. "Where there is no law, neither is there 
transgression" (Rom. 4: 15). Where there is no law 

) 



there is nothing to transgress; where there is nothing 
to transgress, there is no sin. Hence, where there is 
no law, there is no sin. This conclusion is irresistible. 
What is sin? It is lawlessness (1 John 3:4). What is 
lawlessness? Lawlessness is an offence against God. 
But, where there is no law, there can be no offence 
against it. Those incapable of offending are either (a) 
perfect, thus above law, or, (b) they are wholly with
out law. How can one transgress that which does not 
exist? We are under some law; or, we are not. If we 
are not, then it is impossible for us to sin; if we are 
under some sort of law, then those who affirm other
wise, are in grave error. 

That Paul, in the passage above alluded to (Rom. 
6:14), did not intend to affirm that children of God 
are wholly without law of any kind is evident from· 
(a) the fact that he himself said that we are under the 
law to Christ and to God (1 Cor. 9:21). And (b) 
from the context in which the statement appears. 

The thesis of Romans is that justification is 
through the system of faith which originated with 
Christ, and not by means of the law of Moses. (Rom. 
1:16-17.) In much detail, and with many contrasts, 
does he pursue this argument from Romans 1:13 
through 8:25. The law which the Gentiles did not 
have (2:12-16), was the law of Moses. That upon 
which the Jew rested, in which he found instruction, 
gloried in, and often transgressed (2:17-24), was the 
law of Moses. The ordinances of the law (2:25-28), 
were the law of Moses. The works of the law (3: 19-
20), which could not justify, were the works of the 
law of Moses. The righteousness, in Christ, apart 
from the law (2:21-26), is that which is apart from 
the law of Moses. The law of works, contrasted with 
the law of faith (Rom. 3:27-28), was the law of 
Moses. The law that issued in, and was established 
by faith (4:31), was the law of Moses. The blessing 
pronounced upon Abraham, because of his faith 
(cited by the aposde to sustain the view that justifica
tion was not by the law of Moses), which was exer-
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cised anterior to the giving of the law (4:9-14), was 
declared to be apart from, and before the law of 
Moses. The law to which the Jews were made dead 
that they might properly be joined to Christ (Rom. 
7: 1-6), was the law of Moses. The law which said, 
"Thou shalt not covet" (Rom. 7: 7), was the law of 
Moses. The commandment, which Paul found to be 
death to him (Rom. 7:7-25), was the law of Moses. 
The law which was weak, through the flesh (Rom. 
8 :2), was the law of Moses. 

It is therefore a careless and confused exegesis 
which would take from a such context a statement 
which says, "For ye are not under law, but under 
grace," and deny that the law referred to is the law of 
Moses! Here, the contrast intended is exacdy the 
same as that of John 1:17: "For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ." The conclusion is irresistible that the state
ment (Rom. 6: 14: "For ye are not under law, but un
der grace") is limited to the contextual significance of 
the term. Paul, continuing his thesis that Christians 
are not under the law of Moses, but are, in this dispen
sation, wholly answerable to Christ, meant by the 
statement, You are not under the law of Moses; you 
are amenable to Christ through the system of grace 
originating with him. This is, however, far from af
firming that, in consequence, Christians are not under 
any law (Gal. 6:2; James 2:12; 1 Cor. 9:21). 

Children of God have been, by the precious 
blood of Christ, redeemed from the curse of the law 
(of Moses), and are privileged, in Christ, to share in 
the blessings of salvation available through confor
mity to "the law of the Spirit of life" (Rom. 8:2). 
Through the freedom from the law of Moses chil
dren of God today enjoy, they may pursue their obli
gations under the law of love, realizing that the law 
by which they shall be judged Games 2:12) is not 
one of slavery, but one of freedom. By this rule (of 
law), let us ever walk (Gal. 6:16). 

The law, into which Christians a.re to look in
tendy is a perfect one. "Perfect," in the passage, is 
from teleion, from telos, meaning "end," thus indi
cating completeness, fullness, wholeness. The law of 
Christ is full, complete, embodying all that is neces
sary to accomplish its purpose. 

The law of liberty. This statement is further ex
planatory of why the law is designated as perfect in 
the statement preceding. It is law, it is a perfect law, 
and it is a perfect law of liberty. It is law, because it is 
a rule of action the design of which is to govern our 
lives. It is a perfect law, because it is (a) without de-
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feet, (b) it is all sufficient to accomplish the purpose 
for which it was designed. It is a law of liberty, be
cause obedience thereto sets one free from the bond
age of sin and Satan, and spiritual death. 

The view obtains with some that law and liberty 
are contradictory terms. The Holy Spirit, through 
James, envisioned no such difficulty. With him it is 
perfectly consistent to speak of law and liberty in the 
same breath, and to join them in the same phrase. 
Indeed, there can be true liberty only where there is 
law. Law is restraint; where there is no restraint, there 
is the most hopeless and abject slavery. A dope addict, 
for example, defies law, and thus operates without 
restraint, and thereby suffers the most rigorous bond
age. Denominational theologians, laboring under the 
prepossessions of their creeds, seek to eliminate all 
law from God's plan today, and in this fashion attempt 
to avoid the essentiality of baptism, and other acts of 
obedience, as conditions precedent to the forgiveness 
of sins. 

They [denominationalists] contended that law 
excludes grace; and that to insist on adherence to law, 
as a condition of salvation, makes the redemptive plan 
a system of works instead of faith . It is strange that 
those who thus reason (and who place such great con
fidence in the efficacy of faith, apart from all work), 
fail to observe that on this hypothesis, faith itself is 
excluded! "They said therefore unto him, What must 
we do, that we may work the works of God? Jesus 
answered and said unto them, This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent" G ohn 
6:28-29). Belief itself is thus declared to be a work of 
God. It is, therefore, highhanded presumption on the 
one hand, and a denial of the plain affirmations of 
scripture, on the other, to insist that there is efficacy in 
one work of God (faith), but none in another (bap
tism) in order to salvation. The truth is, neither is ef
ficacious in obtaining salvation for us. We are saved 
on the merits of Christ's blood shed on our behalf, but 
appropriated on compliance with the conditions, 
which the Lord himself gave. These are belief in his 
deity (Mark 16:15-16); repentance from every sin 
(Luke 13:3); confession of him before man (Rom. 
10:9-10); and baptism in water (Acts 2:38). The Lord 
saves us; but he saves us only when we believe, repent, 
confess, and are baptized in water for the remission of 
sins! 

To allege that such is legalism is to level the charge 
against the Lord himself who is the author of the plan 
of salvation applicable to us today. To object to this on 
the ground that it involves a plan is absurd; a "plan" 
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is "a proposed method of action or procedure" (Web
ster); the Lord requires of us the foregoing "method 
of action, or procedures" for our salvation. To charge 
that emphasis on the plan is to minimize the man and 
is opposed to common sense. We magnify the man in 
exact ratio to the respect we exhibit for his plan. The 
confidence we have in our physician is indicated by 
the degree of faithfulness that characterizes our ad
herence to his instructions. We evidence our respect 
for Christ in the care we exercise in doing what he 
said. We honor the man in respecting and obeying the 
plan! The effort to draw attention away from the plan 
on the allegation that such should be focused on the 
man usually has as its aim de-emphasis of the com
mands of Christ, particularly baptism. We implore 
our readers to avoid and repqdiate this hurtful and 
dangerous heresy. If it is legalism to insist that every 
command of Christ should be equally respected and 
faithfully obeyed, then let us all be legalists! Far better 
this than to deny the plain affirmations of his word 
and, in effect, to become infidels. 

Questions and Answers, Open Forum 
Freed-Hardeman College Lectures, Pages 293-7 

FF 

Nearly 20 years in existence ... and quietly building 
the spiritual backbone of congregations 
and families across the brotherhood ... 

ENGRAVING 
HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

• A comprehensive curriculum designed 
for churches of Christ 

• A 4-year plan of 16 studies for ages 2-adult 

• "Engraves" on the hearts a strong framework 
for spiritual growth and training 

• Encourages parental involvement 
and family cooperation in spiritual education 

Introductory and training video available 
for free 45-day examination. 

For information write or call 

D. L. Woods Publications 
4625 Virginia Drive 

Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654 
Phone (601) 895-8437 



Directory 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
Jprophet@repubUc.net 

-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God"' 

-Aiaska
Anchorase-78oostanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@juno.com ..... 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Jacksonville - Jacksonville church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from Jacksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. -Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44c11 Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. A_ctil!e college program. Transportation 
available · ~ ·. ·; ·. .. ... 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 

Seal Beach - Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St::·;S688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted Parks. Come worship with us. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. Publishers of Matters of THE Faith. ..... 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 milesw. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elders: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
Ostic, preacher 

-Indiana
Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 

- Florida - · 9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 (301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 - Minnesota -
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Gainesville- 39th. A;;·Church of Christ, l8 11 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of t-75, use Highway Wed. 1 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277 • 

Jacksonville- Lake F~;~·;t Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Gamer, minister. 

Lake City- Lake Cicy.Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR47, 32025, Sun. 9,10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south o!};?S off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne - Church of North Melbourne, 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 ..... 
Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

meeting in Sherwood School. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
a.m., 6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 

Orange Park- Lakesid~·Church of Christ, 2539 Sun. 10, 10
=
45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 -Nebraska-

36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Omaha- Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

778-8955 p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only Orlando-Winter Park .::·south Seminole Church 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062,556-1275, 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (407) 657-0657, Tony - North Carolina -

-Arizona-
553-0546. Williams. youth minister. 

••••• Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Plantation-MargateChurchofChrist,6400W. s 10 11 6 w d 7 30 (919) 

Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

un. , a.m., p.m., e • : p.m. 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
p.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30. 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. 

Sebastian - 1045 Mai;:"st. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-

-.Ohio-
Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Ncar WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Miller, preacher. Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Purnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- Pennsylvania -
Poustown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover Sr., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37411. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-1535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
I-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 1686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minisre~· ... 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-lrene Rd., 38125-1560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 108 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. John B. Daniels, preacher 

-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7813. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:hup://web.wt.nel/-dgal 

Burnet-Burner Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central Texas.~~.ctureship 

Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 mi. won Hwy. 105 to 
Sapp Rd.). Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Cody Damron, preacher. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Ka.rla 
Sr., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 10802 Hufsmirh
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-1369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Roanoke Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnuc. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-1388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Shenandoah Church of Christ, 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., 78230. (210) 696-5531, 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., 
Donald Walker, preacher. 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

-Virginia -
Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, I-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 381-1316 

Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 13669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3131 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1411.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Mt. Juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 Richwood _ Ch.urch of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 188B, 77531. (409) 265-4156. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The 
Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you I 
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Questions 
and 

Answers 
Open Forum 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Fread
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
In the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 
$14.95 

$3.50 shipping •nd h•ndllng 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77430, iprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All aSds must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Doctrinally sound, experienced preacher; one who 
preaches the truth in love. Experienced in personal 
work. Congregation of 550, Oklahoma City metro 
area. Call Charles Sheets, (405) 728-3222. 

FuU-time, experienced conservative preacher wanted 
for small (25 +) congregation in Louisville, Miss. 
Providing partial support would be helpful Ideal 
for the retired who wishes to continue in God's 
work. Will consider those interested in part-time 
work. Please send r~sum~ to P.O. Box 427, 
Louisville, MS 39339. (601) 677-3878. 

Congregation of approx. 415 members desires to 
locate a pulpit minister keenly interested in spiritual 
and numerical growth of the Lord's church. Desire 
a man who will present the message of the scriptures 
in its purity to both members and nonmembers 
alike. Must be a dynamic speaker and appeal to all 
age groups. Must be interested in community 
outreach and work to motivate the membership to 
accomplish this goal. Send r&um~ and sermon tape 
to Elders, Memorial Parkway Church of Christ, 
3703 Memorial Parkway, NW, Huntsville, AL 
35810, (256) 852-3801. 

Preacher needed for a small congregation 35 miles 
north west of Detroit. Seeking a motivated, mature 
in the faith self-starter to help us grow. Must have 
a passion for sOul-winning, a supportive wife, and 
be willing to make a long-term commitment. Send 
r&um~ taped sermon and video if available to: 
Elders, Farmington Hills Church of Christ, 36500 
W. Eleven Mile Rd., Farmington Hills, Ml 48335 

Minister needed for the Birdwell Lane Church of 
Christ in Big Spring, Texas. A conservative 
congregation of about 150 with strong and caring 
leadership. Looking for a family man who is strong 
on Bible teaching skills and personable in relating 
to all ages. Desire and ability to work with our 
·youth as well would be a plus. Please send r&um~ 
and sermon tape to: Birdwell Lane Church of 
Christ; P.O. Box 2094, Big Spring, TX 79721. E
mail: rtcclford@xroadstx.com 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying and 
spreading Christ's teachings while providing for 
the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 

success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0100 

Gospel preacher needed at Truth or Consequences, 
NM, Church of Christ. Please send r&um~ to the 
Elders. Thomas J. Mayo, P.O. Box 728, Elephant 
Butte, NM 87935, (505) 744-5578, or Wyndal 
Miller, P.O.Box 1147, Elephant Butte, NM 87935, 
(505) 744-4762 

The Church of Christ meeting at 4th & Bois d'Arc, 
is currendy looking for an experienced minister. 
Please mail r&um~, audio tape & references: Attn. 
Leo Elliott, P.O. Box 1332, Pecos, TX 79n2. E
mail lelliott@untravision.net. Phone day 1-800. 
588-5131 or fax, night 1-915-445-9333. 

Congregation in Alliance, Nebraska is looking for 
a sound, conservative preacher, who loves the truth 
and will preach it. We are a community of about 
10,000, with the main economy from the Railroad 
and a factory. We have been in existence since 
1962, and now have about 45 in attendance. We 
need someone who will strengthen the brethren 
and help the church grow God's way. We do not 
think truth is relative, but absolute. The church 
has some money set aside to support a preacher, 
but will possibly need some additional support in 
the future. Please contact: Allen Bright, (308) 762-
1566 day, 762-6751 evening; Stuart Simpson, 762-
8002 evening; or Jerry Allen 762-8382. 

Minister wanted: Congregation of approx. 70 is 
seeking an experienced, sound, mature evangelist. 
Large 3-bcdroom home with utilities and salary 
provided. Contact Roland Nichols, (870) 514-2235, 
Alvin Swain (870) 574-2476, or Bob McLendon 
(870) 574-0707. Send r&um~ toRt. 4 Box 161A, 
Camden AR 71701. 

Full-time conservative preacher wanted for small 
(35 +) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL. 
(approx. 20 mi. from Panama City. Will need to 
provide partial support. Ideal for the retired who 
wishes to continue in God's work. Will consider 
those int~rested in part-time work. Please send 
r&um~ and recent tape to 8004 Alabama Ave., 
Port St. Joe, FL 32456, or call (850) 647-3525 
after 7 p.m. 

Preacher wanted. College Hill Church of Christ, 
Gunter, TX, is searching for a pulpit minister, to 
relocate to Gunter. House furnished. Good schools. 
Send resume to Troyce Haker, P.O. Box 7, Gunter, 
TX 75058 or call Charles Graham, wkdays 
(214)369-4372, evenings (903) 893-4938. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher looking for a sound congregation to serve. 
Prefer Texas or the South. Chuck Pearson, P.O. 
Box 866, Ringgold, LA 71068, (318) 894-5370 

Preacher with 20 yn. experience looking for full
time work. Dan Gannon, Rt. 1, Box 168C, Purdon, 
TX 76679. (903) 673-2236. 

For Sale 
Debunlcing Jehovah's Witnesus is now available, 
in its second printing. $6.00 postpaid. The 
discussion is between J. L Davidson, Christian, and 
Ross Yerkes, Jehovah's Witness. When the witnesses 
come to your door, show them the tide of this 
book, and they will retreat. Order from J. L 
Davidson, 13832 Bert Brown Rd., Conroe, Texas 
77302. 

New book for sale: Seeldng SpirihUII Strength. 
Focus on Christian living. Designed for Bible classes. 
$11.50 for one copy. Discounts on quantity orders. 
John Hobbs, 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606. 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Coarse. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Shenandoah Lectureship Books: Whatever HaptleMil 
to Heaven and Helll (1994)- $17.50; Praaical 
Christianity: Daily Christian Uving (1998) -
S 17 .50;B4ltmud Christianity: Maintaining Biblieal 
Balanu (1997) $17.50. Postpaid! Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 11026 Wurzbach Rd., San 
Antonio, TX 78230-2504, (210) 696-5532. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfindcn, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, 1N 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books: The Godhead (1998), 
The Two Covmants (1996) $15.00; Dangerous 
'Isms (1997) $14.50; The Major Prophets (1995), 
The Providence of God (1989) $14.00; The Minor 
Prophets (1990) $12.00. Order from Southaven 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 
38671. (601) 393-2690. Add $2.00 shipping & 
handling on single book orders. Multiple orden 
sent and billed. 

Church Bulletins Bound - $25.00. For further 
information please call Winnco 1-800-494-6626. 

Miscellaneous 
Russian-English translator-guide available for work 
in Ukraine, Russia, and former Soviet States. 
Business or missions of the church of Christ. 30+, 
Christian, married man. Capable, trustworthy, 
amiable, travels light. Ruslan will meet you there. 
256-259-5106 or jyoung@maill.scottsboro.ors 

Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Coming to Branson? Stay with Christians at 
Expressway Inn. Harold· and Glenda Wilson, 
owners. 1-800.688-3682. 
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Foy E. Wallace .Jr. on CD-ROM 
......................... $149.95. 

• Contains all 14 of his books 
• References from King James Bible 
• Articles by him from 

• Gospel Advocate 
• Gospel Guardian 
• Bible Banner 
• Torch 

Audio cassette Sermon Album 
Vol. 1-4 by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
~ 4-volume set (1 a- tapes) ••••••.••••••••••••••••• -......... $59.95 
• Each volume sold separately (4 tapes) •••••••..••• 15.95 

Books available by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
• The One Book ................................................. $19.95 

• God's Prophetic Word ...................................... 18.95 

• The Book of Revelation .................................... 18.95 

• The Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit ••••••• 9.95 

• The Gospel for Today ....................................... 22.95 

• An Evaluation of the New lntematlonal Version 
•••••••••••••••••.•••.••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 8.95 

• The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••••••••• 8.95 

• Cu~nt Issues ••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• - ..... 4.95 

• Commentary/Romans, Galatians, Ephesians •• 21.95 

Order from 
Firm Foundation • 1-800-572-3818 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
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Address service requested. 

BosW'ell-Hardernan 
D . . 

lSCUSSlOn · ;·_~:;. :;.· 
on .·· 

Instrumental Music in the Worship 
conducted In the Ryman Auditorium . 

Nash~ne, Tennessee 
May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Hardback • 239 pages 

$11.95 
plus $2.75 shipping and handling 

-
Bellview Lectureship Books 

edited by Michael Hatcher 

Christian Fellowship •••••••••••••••• $14.00 
Leadership ••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• 14.00 
Preaching God Demands ••••••••••• 14.00 

edited by Bobby Liddell 

In Hope of Eternal Life ••••••••••••••• 14.00 

Southwest Bible Lectures Books 
edited by Gary Colley 

Music In New Testament Worship ••••••••• $15.00 
Precious Bible, Book Divine..................... 15~00 
The Churches of Christ Salute You ••••••••• 15.00 
Be at Peace Among Yourselves ••••••••••••••• 15.00 

$3.50 shipping and handling per book 
odd SO¢ for each additional book ordered 

Order from 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
1-&0D-572-3619 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
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Dallas,TX 
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Gospel of Leviticus 
By Frank Chesser 

Redemption through Christ and Calvary is the 
theme of the Bible. Man's problem is sin. 
God's solution is the cross. Every book, 

chapter, verse, word and letter in the Bible is related 
to this theme. The cross is the pivot of the Biblical 
record. Every verse bleeds. 

Leviticus is the "gospel" of the Old Testament. 
Sacrifice and priesthood are set forth as the only 
means of approaching God for worship and fellow
ship (Lev. 1: 1 0) . These two essential prerequisites 
for communion with God joined on the Day of 
Atonement in the Most Holy Place in order to make 
atonement for the sins of the nation (Lev. 16). 

The Day of Atonement was the most solemn day 
on the Jewish calendar. It was a spiritual synopsis of 
the inherent weakness of the activities related to 
priesthood and sacrifice during the course of the 
year. Though preceded by a river of sacrificial blood, 
it was a yearly reminder that "it is not possible that 
the blood of bulls and of goats should take away 
sins" (Heb. 10:4). 

Leviticus 16 with its Day of Atonement is sur
rounded by divine laws designed to insulate Israel 
from pagan practices and induce holiness in daily 
life. "Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy" 
(Lev. 20:7). Israel's compliance with these laws en
sued in atonement based on the provisions of sacri
fice and priesthood, "for it is the blood that maketh 
atonement the soul" (Lev. 17: 11). 

Leviticus does not set forth a legalistic system. 

Human adherence to divine law while trusting in 
grace and the provisions thereof for atonement is 
not legalism. The concept of the Old Testament be
ing exclusively a law system and the NewTestament 
a grace system is utter foolishness. 

The Pharisees endeavored to make the law of 
Moses a legalistic system but that was their doing, 
not God's. The principles of redemption have never 
changed. In every age, salvation has been freely be
stowed by grace through the obedience of faith in 
view of the cross (Eph. 2:8). 

Leviticus is the good news of God's acceptance 
of those who appropriated the provisions of grace in 
the obedience of faith in view of the coming reality 
of the priesthood and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

Leviticus is to the Old Testament what Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John are to the New Testament. The 
power source of Acts 2 is the four accounts of the 
gospel culminating in the death, burial, and resurrec
tion of Christ. The gospel has grace and blood, God's 
answer to sin, combined with the obedience of faith, 
resulting in divine acceptance and an open door into 
God's presence for worship and fellowship. 

This portrait of reconciliation is mirrored in the 
"gospel" of the Old Testament. Leviticus has grace 
and blood. Chapters 1-10 set forth sacrifice and 
priesthood, provisions of grace, enabling man to 
have access to God. Chapters 11-15 set forth cer
emonial defilement related to meat, childbirth, lep
rosy, and bodily discharge. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Judgment 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Many say that judgment is wrong and 
proceed to prove it by offering poor 
judgment. To judge can mean "to 

form an opinion or estimation after careful 
consideration." Which may not be all bad. 

One noted author spoke of listening to his 
opponents argument "with the blank uneasiness 
which one might feel in the presence of a logical 
lunatic," which is another way of saying "do not ..-.=;.;a._""--'-
judge me for judging, nor debate with me that it 
is wrong to debate." Consistency is elusive, and perhaps non-exis
tent, like the abominable snowman, or the Lochness monster. 

Good people make concession to the no-judgment crowd by 
calling judgment a different name - like "fruit inspector," or, 
more commonly, "I'm not judging. The Bible is judging." That, of 
course, is a cop-out. When you say that anything is wrong, or that 
some other thing is right, you are making a judgment - no matter 
what you call it. 

The dictum of our day is that all judgment is wrong and so we 
try to be non-judgmental about everything. The sin-unto-death in 
our time is to judge anything, which is not the ~ible view, but it is 
the popular opinion. 

It has gotten so bad that jurors are afraid to judge criminals 
and often turn the guilty law-violator loose rather tha·n convict 
him. A notable example is O.J. Simpson, or the first trial of the 
Menendez brothers. 

The surest way to silence an opponent is to accuse him of be
ing judgmental. He will surely reply, "Oh no! Not me.! I would 
never judge anybody." Society thinks it is wrong to condemn as 
sinful the homosexual, or the heretic, or the murderer, or the liar, 
or the drunkard, or the child-molester, or the Calvinist, or the 
Catholic, or the Mormon, or the whomever. 

The prevailing opinion is that it is not nice to judge - and be
ing nice is the number one requirement of our day. Nearly every
body is an authority on what is nice and determined to umpire (a 
synonym for "judge") un-nice people. Those rascals. Those louts. 
Those dummies. How dare anybody judge anybody - especially 
me, and my wife, and my children, and my dog Spot. But please 
understand that I am not judging those insensitive slobs who have 
the audacity to judge. · 

Still, the question comes: Is it wrong to judge? The answer is 
yes and no. It depends on what kind of judgment. There are some 



things we may not and should not judge. There are other things 
we should and must judge. 

So, what we really want to know is when it is right to judge 
and when is it wrong to judge. Those who say it is always wrong 
to judge are too judgmental, and those who say we ought to judge 
everything are indiscriminate. Too much judgment is no good and 
too little judgment is likewise no good. 

It is universally wrong to judge motives and other secret 
things. The scriptures command us to "judge nothing before the 
time, until the Lord come, who will both bring to light the hid
den things of darkness, and make manifest the counsels of the 
hearts; and then shall each man have his praise from God" (1 
Cor. 4:5). 

There are some things our eyes cannot see and our hearts can
not know. It is never possible to access the aspiration and ambi
tion of a fellow human being, unless, of course, he reveals it to 
you. To try to read the inner desires and hopes of another person 
is futile and absurd. It is hard enough for us to know our own 
heart and impossible to look into the crevices and corridors of an
other soul. Never impugn the motives of another person. The 
Bible forbids it, and common sense testifies it cannot be done. 

When Jesus comes, the secret and hidden things will be re
vealed and judged, but it is not for us to engage in such while in 
the flesh and under the foibles of mortality. 

Do not try to report what another person is thinking. It can't 
be done. To attempt it is inexcusable arrogance, and "proud 
people breed sad sorrows for themselves," seeing "pride goeth be
fore a fall., 

God can read the heart of his creature. You cannot. You are 
not God. Never be so vain as to suppose you can know what is 
going on in the mind of another. God knows the thoughts and in
tents of the human heart (He b. 4: 12). He knows not only what we 
do but why we do it. Most of us know what we do but few know 
why it is done even in their own life, much less in the life of an
other. 

Expressions such as "you must read between the words," or "I 
know what he said, but let me tell you what he means" are inex
cusable and arrogant and wrong. He who gives vent to such senti
ments is a fool who thinks he can make fools out of others. 

Do not judge if you are not willing to be judged by the same 
standard that you use to judge others. That is fair and right. Jesus 
said, "Judge not, that ye be not judged" (Matt. 7: 1). 

Why should I judge not that I be not judged? The answer is 
given in the next verse, "For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall 
be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
unto you." 

If I judge others on the basis of God's Word, then I must ex
pect to be judged by that same standard. If my judgments are 
harsh, l shall be harshly judged. If I am unloving in apprising the 
deeds of others, then I will be unkindly judged. 

If I want others to be considerate, benevolent, generous, and 
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kind in judging me, then I must be compassionate in 
judging them. If I am beetle-browed and hard-nosed, 
course and rough in condemning my fellow human 
sufferer, then I must expect treatment in kind. That 
is the warning of Matthew 7: 1-2. Jesus is not pro
scribing all judgment, but simply advising that how
ever we judge others by that same standard we shall 
be judged: Take that into account before you begin 
to try viciously to destroy the reputation of another. 
"Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein; And he that 
rolleth a stone, it shall return upon him. A lying 
tongue hateth those whom it hath wounded; And a 
flattering mouth worketh ruin." 

Some judgment is good and necessary. Jesus did 
not hesitate to judge and condemn hypocrites and 
false teachers (See Matt. 23). Paul told the Corin
thians they had an obligation to judge certain mat
ters within the congregation (1 Cor. 6:1-5). 

Paul makes the astonishing statement that the 
saints are to judge angels and the world and there
fore are competent to judge moral disputes among 
the brethren. When the fallen angels that are now 
kept in ward against the day of final judgment are 
sent away to their just deserts, the saved will agree 
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that the judgment is proper and in this way enter 
into the judgment. The same is true of the world. 
When the assembled nations are brought under stan
dard of God's unfailing word and condemned for 
not obeying the gospel to receive forgiveness for 
their sins (2 Thess. 1:7-9), the blood-washed throng 
will make a judgment of agreement. "When he 
Uesus] shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to 
be marvelled at in all them that believed because our 
testimony unto you was believed in that day." 

Jesus will be glorified in his saints because they 
will acquiesce in his righteous judgments and in this 
way judge the world. They have the moral sensibility 
to make such judgments because they are enlight
ened by the gospel. We will all judge and be judged 
by the words of Jesus Gohn 12:48). 

The redeemed have not only the right but also 
the duty to judge some things. Obeying the com
mand to "Beware of false prophets, who come to 
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening 
wolves" requires a judgment. "By their fruits ye shall 
know them." 

1 John 4:1 tells us, to "believe not every spirit, 
but prove the spirits, whether they are of God; be
cause many false prophets are gone out into the 
world." To judge is to make discernment or separa
tion between good and evil, which is vitally neces
sary if we would walk in the narrow way. 

Judging Judgment 
Judging, in the New Testament, ethically, is (a) "to 
decide," "give a verdict," "declare an opinion" 
(Greek krino) See Luke 7:43, Acts 15:19; (b) "to in
vestigate," "scrutinize" (Greekanakrino) See 1 Corin
thians 2:15; 4:3; (c) "to discriminate," "distinguish" 
(Greek diakrino) See 1 Corinthians 11:31; 14:29. 

When it is necessary to pronounce judgment 
against some thing or someone or some teaching, let 
it be done with kindness and patience. The aim 
should be restoration and must be done in a spirit of 
gentleness, and considering our own weaknesses 
(Gal. 6:1). 

If bad people are unfair and judge us unjustly, 
then our attitude should be like that of Paul, "But 
with me it is a very small thing that I should be 
judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge 
not mine own self. For I know nothing against my
self; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that iud
geth me is the Lord" (1 Cor. 4 :3-4). 

P. 0 . Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Gospel of Leviticus 
(continud from page 1) 

The consumption of unclean meats resulted in 
defilement and nullified sanctification and holiness 
(Lev. 11:43-45). An atoning sacrifice was required 
for defilement related to childbirth, leprosy, and 
bodily secretions (Lev. 12-15). Consequently, these 
chapters typify the defiling nature of sin and the 
need for divine provisions of grace and blood. 

The Day of Atonement was an annual reminder 
of the contamination of sin, man's impotence in 
dealing with sin, the necessity of divine intervention 
and the inherent weakness of the whole of Judaism 
in providing a permanent solution to sin (Lev. 16). 

The power source of the Levitical system was 
Christ and Calvary. Severed from the priesthood and 
sacrifice of Christ, the priesthood and sacrificial sys
tem of Judaism was meaningless ritual. 

Leviticus 171-27 contains numerous laws regulat
ing sacrifices, feasts, and personal conduct. Human 
compliance with these laws in the obedience of faith 
was man's means of appropriating to his soul the di-

. vine provisions of grace and blood. Leviticus is the 
gospel, the good news of God's provisions for sin 
through priesthood and sacrifice in view of the com
ing reality of the priesthood and sacrifice of Christ, 
provisions to be enjoyed by all who would respond to 
God's grace in obedient faith. 6273 Sycamore Dr. 

Montgomery, AL 36117 

5oth Anniversary 
and 

Homecoming Celebration 
-October 17, 1999-

Bible class ... 9:30 a.m. 
Worship ... 10:30 a.m. 

Lunch at noon 
2:00 p.m .... Song Service 

2:30 p.m . ..• Lesson 
No evening service 

-Speaker
Richard Rogers 

Lubbock, Texas 

Azle Church of Christ 
336 Northwest Parkway • Azle, Texas 76020 
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''Singing 
with Grace'' 
3 evenings (Sunday -Tuesday) 

Burt Jones - instructing 

Song leader, song writer for 40 years 
B.S. Music Education 
Gospel Prescher 
Instructor, West VIrginia School of Preaching 

~Learn to 
), Read music • Sight read easily 
), Lead singing 
), Increase enthusiasm 

for congregational singing 

)\ "I have conducted approximately 900 singing schools 
throughout the brotherhood. Brother Burt Jones does an 
outstanding job with his 'Singing with Grace' singing 
schools. He is the only man I know that does this on a full
time basis as a mission work. He has both the experience 
and the credentials. Your congregation would be well 
served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at 
your earliest convenience." - Rslph Cssey, song leader, 
Georgia 

)\ "We had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to 
assist us in our congregational singing. We have asked 
him back to conduct both a singing school and gospel meet
Ing. Excellent!" - Carl Garner, gospel preacher, 
Dripping Springs, Texas 

)\ "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously 
been received throughout the brotherhood with much en
thusiasm. I recommend this singing school very highly!" 
Emanuel Daugherty, Director, West VIrginia School of 
Preaching, Moundsville, WV 

To schedule your singing school write 
P. 0. Box 985 • Moundsville, WV 26041 

September 1999 5 
Firm Foundation 



6 

cfpedat pUce 

PC Study Bible 
on CD-ROM 
Version 3. 0- available In 3 editions 

Edition• 1* 2* 3* 

Kina James Version ./ -/ -/ 

New lntemationaJ Version -/ -/ -/ 

Amerfcan Standard Version -/ -/ -/ 

New American Standard Bible -/ -/ -/ 

New American Standard Bible Uodate -/ -/ 

The Uvfna Bible -/ 

Revised Standard Version -/ 

Exhaustive Concordances for each Bible version -/ -/ -/ 

Nave's Topical. Bible -/ -/ -/ 

Treasury of Scrfcture Knowtedae -/ -/ -/ 

Nelson's Bible Dlctfonarv -/ -/ -/ 

Faussefs Bible Dlctlonarv -/ -/ -/ 

New Unael's Bible Dictionary -/ -/ 

lntemational Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (5 vol.) -/ -/ 

Matthew Henry's commentary (6 vol.) -/ -/ -/ 

Wvcllffe Bible Commentary -/ -/ -/ 

Bames' Notes on the OT & NT (14 vol.) -/ -/ 

Adam Clarke's Commentary (6 vol.) -/ 

Jamieson, Fausset, Brown Commentarv (6 vol.) -/ 

Strona's Greek-Hebrew Concordance -/ -/ -/ 

Enaltshman's Greek-Hebrew Concordance -/ -/ -/ 

Brown Driver Brfnas' Greek Definitions -/ -/ -/ 

Thayer's Hebrew Definitions -/ -/ -/ 

Interlinear Bible -/ -/ 

Greek CUBS) text and Hebrew CBHS) text -/ 

VIne's ExDosltory Dictionary of Biblical Words -/ -/ -/ 

Vlncenrs Word Studies In the New Testament (4 vol.) -/ 

Robertson's Word Pictures In the New Testament (6 vol.) -/ 

Kell & Dalltzsch's Old Testament Commentary (1 0 voJ.) -/ 

Personal Notes -/ -/ -/ 

Bible StudY/Readtna Plan -/ -/ -/ 

Bible Outlines -/ -/ -/ 

Bible Maca -/ -/ -/ 

Bible Photo Collection -/ -/ -/ 

The Fundamentals, bV R. A. Torrey -/ -/ -/ 

The ~ . , bY J. A. Selss ./ -/ -/ 

Spuraeon's Encyclopedia of Sennons (6 vol.) -/ -/ -/ 

Retail price ....... Our price 
1*Complete Reference Library ....... $349.95 ......... $279.95 
2* Reference Library Plus ••••••••••••• 249.95 ........... 199.97 
3*New Reference Library ••••••••••••• 149.95 ........... 119.97 

plus $2.25 s&h for one CD; add. 50 for each additional CD 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

September 1999 
F11D1 Foundation 

Reader 
Rights 

To the Editor; 
Some of my peers and I (I speak only for 
myself), are troubled over the current state 

of the brotherhood. It seems that many of the breth
ren who we look to for guidance and encouragement 
are so caught up in biting and devouring one an
other, or in defending themselves from being de
voured, that they are not accessible to us. 

Distinct and horrible battle lines are drawn, and 
we in the trenches are being asked to pledge alle
giance to a man or a teaching rather than to Christ. 
We are asked who we support in various understand
ings before we are asked to speak on a particular lec
tureship, or hold a Gospel Meeting in a particular 
town. If we have not cast our lot with a specific man 
or group, or have refused to do so, that group and 
other groups they control exclude us as well. 

Many of the men who stand in the forefront of 
this dividing I consider to be among my closest 
friends and brethren in the Lord. l do not agree with 
every issue and understanding they promote, but 
neither do I agree with every issue and understand
ing any other preacher promotes. Many of these 
men have spoken in the congregation where I labor, 
and all of them have an open invitation to speak 
there again. I have the utmost respect and l~ve for 
these men, but I will never leave my Lord's side to 
stand by them or anyone else, nor would these men 
want me to. 

I call upon the brotherhood to pray for the unity 
within the church that the Lord died for. I do not 
want my preaching brethren to be puppets, but men 
of the Bible, and of conviction. When disagreements 
arise, and they always have, let us approach them 
with love rather than ego. The advice Gamaliel gave 
was recorded for us by inspiration. He said, "And 
now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let 
them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of 
men, it will come to nought: But if it be of God, ye 
cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to 
fight against God" (Acts 5:38-39 KJV). 

Shan Jackson 
P.O. Box 904 

Palacios, TX 77465 
Fp 



Unity in Diversity 
By Hugo McCord 

Completely Biblical 
The last sentence in a well-intentioned article by a 
dean-living man of God is: "If he [God] has made 
people his children, they have become my brothers 
and sisters." 

Beautiful! The author frowns on exclusiveness 
and narrowness. His heart is set on being a loving 
member of God's family. He writes that "the simple 
expression - unity in diversity'" is "completely bib
lical." 

Likely the author is referring to God's "chil
dren" spiritually, but why not physically? 

Really, all mankind are our "brothers and sis
ters." As Adam was a "Son of God" (Luke 3:23, 38), 
so all human beings are God's "children." 

If unity-in-diversity is "completely biblical," it 
includes family love for all races of men. If one prac
tices "unity in diversity" as regards God's physical 
"children," then "he sees no evil, hears no evil, and 
speaks no evil of any man." 

Anyone who says that unity in diversity is "com
pletely biblical" must include in his diverse unity fel-
lowship for: · 

1.' Fools - who "say in their hearts, there is no 
God" (Psa. 14:1; 53:1); 

2. Infidels ijews, Unitarians, Hindus, and Mos
lems), for "no one comes to the Father except 
through" Jesus ijohn 14:6). 

3. Unbelieving, sprinkled (Roman Catholic) or 
thrice immersed (Greek Catholic) infants as Chris
tians, though the Bible demands faith before baptism 
(Mark 16:16; Acts 8:37). 
· 4. Alleged spiritual "children of God" by faith be

fore and without baptism, though the Bible teaches 
that sinners become "children of God" by faith when 
they are "baptized into Christ" (Gal. 3:26-27). 

S. Disciples of Jesus wearing denominational 
names, though the. Bible gives only one name for 
Jesus' followers to wear: "Let none of you suffer as a 
murderer or a chief or an evildoer or as a busybody; 
but if as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, and let 
him praise God in this name" (1 Pet. 4:16). 

'6. Disciples of Jesus who observe the Lord's Sup
per on Saturday or monthly or quarterly or not at 

all, though the Bible shows that Paul, though "hurry
ing" on a trip to Jerusalem, "stayed seven days" in 
Troas until the church "came together to break 
bread" on "the first day of the week" (Acts 20:7, 
16). 

7. Disciples of Jesus who use women to lead 
prayers and to preach in their worship services, be
cause "the story of Jesus is just as sweet from a 
woman's lips as from a man's," though the Bible for
bids a woman to "teach or to have authority over a 
man," and though the Bible says that "it is a disgrace 
for a woman to speak in the congregation" (1 Cor. 
14:35; 1 Tun. 2:12). 

8. Adulterers in churches where it is announced 
that "we ask no questions about marriage and di
vorce," though Jesus said that any remarriage "ex
cept for fornication" is "adultery" (Matt. 19:9). 

9. Church splitters who love pianos, organs, and 
orchestras in their worship services more than they 
love fellow Christians, though the Bible commands 
all Christians to "offer up the sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips," and "to love one an
other fervently" (Heb. 13:15; 1 Pet. 1:22). 
10. Preachers who must not be criticized even 

though they teach that "the resurrection is past al
ready" and "overthrow the faith of some" (2 Tim. 
2:18). 
11. Those who say "one church is as good as an

other," though the Bible teaches that biblically there 
are as many churches as Christ had bodies (1 Cor. 
12:20; Col. 1:18; Eph. 4:4). 
12. Teachers who say there is no everlasting hell, 

though Jesus taught that the wicked "will go away 
into everlasting punishment" where "the flre is not 
quenched" (Matt. 25 :46; Mark 9:48). 

MisJudging MJuclge lot• 
Some attempt to justify the "unity in diversity" slo
gan by saying that they will not condemn .anybody 
for anything because Jesus said, "Judge not" (Matt. 
7:1). 

They do not understand that Jesus was not 
speaking to everybody, but only of a person who 
peers "at the splinter" in somebody's eye while over
looking a "log" in his own eye (Matt. 7:3 ). 
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He called such people "Hypocrites" (Matt. 7 :5). 
To other people, Jesus said, "Judge righteous judg
ment" Oohn 7:24). 

According to Jesus, everyone is a judge: 
When you see a cloud rising in the west, you im
mediately say that a rain is coming, and so it 
does. When the south wind blows, you say, 'It 
will be a ·hot day,' and it happens. Hypocrites, 
you know how to interpret the face of the earth 
and heaven, but not the present time. Why do 
you not judge what is right, even of yourselves? 
(Luke 12:54-57) 

Paul, as well as Jesus, condemned hypocritical 
judging: 

Therefore you are without excuse, 0 man who 
judges, because you condemn yourself in the 
way you judge another since you, the one who is 
judging, are doing the same things (Rom. 2: 1). 

Judging, not by hypocrites, but by good Chris
tians is biblically required. In one situation, Paul had 
"already judged" a certain fornicator at Corinth be
fore he commanded the church members to ~expel 
the evil man from among you" (1 Cor. 5:3, 13). 

Though the Corinthian Christians knew that ul
timately God would judge all non-Christian sinners, 
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yet Paul taught Christians they had a duty to "judge 
those who" were "within" the church (1 Cor. 5: 12). 

From one viewpoint, every one is a judge, no 
Christian is to judge himself as perfect and ready for 
heaven Paul said, 

I do not judge myself. I am aware of nothing 
against myself, but I am not by this proved to be 
right, for lie who judges me is the Lord. So, do 
not judge anything before tile time, until the 
Lord comes. He will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and will reveal the intentions 
of the heart. ••• Then approval will come to each 
one from God (1 Cor. 4:3-5). 

Salvaging "Unity In Diversity" 
It is clear, from the above 12 examples, and from the 
Bible teaching about judging, that "unity in diver
sity" is not "completely biblical." 

For the sake of a false unity, he who adds to or 
subtracts from any scripture is seeking "the approval 
of men," not God (1 Cor. 4:6, Gal. 1:10; Rev. 
22:18-19). 

For the sake of appeasing some group he who 
"goes beyond and does not abide in the doctrine of 
Christ" (which includes his deity, all of his words, 
and all of the New Testament Uohn 12:48; 2 Pet. 
1:20-21) "does not have God" (2 John 7-9). 

Everything that is connected with "the faith" 
Uude 3) was on the mind of Thomas Campbell in 
the first part of his u·nforgettable declaration: "In 
matters of faith, unity." 

As gready desired as would be universal fellow
ship, when any matter of faith is involved, no change 
is allowed for any body. 

In all matters of faith, diversity is automatically 
eliminated, for "all of you" are commanded to 
"speak the same thing" (1 Cor. 1:10). 

A radically segregated congregation, for ex
ample, violates "the faith," in which there is "neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there 
is not male and female" (Gal. 3 :28). 

On the other hand, the second part of Thomas 
Campbell's memorable words, "in matters of opin
ion, liberty," salvages something good from the 
phrase "unity in diversity." 

A Christian who loves his fellow Christian "with 
a pure heart fervendy" (1 Pet. 1 :22) puts his arm 
around everyone who differs from him in a matter of 
opinion. 

In matters of opinion, unity in diversity is the 
name of the game, and it is without grudging. 

If "love covers a multitude of sins" (1 Pet. 4:8), 



how much more will it cover a multitude of diverse 
opinions! If it is a "delight" (Prov. 19:11) for a man 
"to overlook an off~nse," how much more readily 
will he overlook anybody's diverse opinions! 

I am sorry that the opinions of Lois McCord are 
sometimes wrong. She is as headstrong as her hus
band. As regards her erroneous opinions (or mine?), 
we have practiced "unity in diversity" for 65 years. 

The third part of Thomas Campbell's penetrat
ing statement, "in all things, charity [love]," is the 
glue, the bond, "that unites" diverse Christians "in 
complet~,harmony" (Col. 3:14). 

11625 SWVarcena Ct. 
Portland, OR 97219 

Tale of Two Sisters, 
or The Tragedy of Ecumenical Unfaithfulness 

With heart so kind and gentle, 
And sympathetic eye; 
With touching, deep affection, 
And loyal tender tie -
Was LOVE betrothed to DOCTRINE 
To hold him all her days: 
And walk the path of gladness 
Un~ted in His w~ys. 
Her Younger sister also 
Had qualities as fair, 
Of caring selfless, kindness, 
And warmth without compare; 
Thus UNI1Y was drawn to 
The husband of her youth: 
And pledged herself for ever 
To be the bride of TRUTH 
But TIME, with bitter envy, 
Across the testing years, 
Pursued the slow erosion 
Of happiness to tears; 
Till LOVE began to weary 
Of DOCfRINE'S pleasant voice, 
And UNI1Y grew cold to 
The partner of her choice, 
Then LOVE began to notice 
The charms of HERESY, 
And awed by his opinions, 
She wanted to be free; 
And UNI1Y perceived that 
Her virtues were desired 
By many, many others 
Whose ways she so admired. 
At length, two precious. unions, 
So promising, so blest, 
Were darkened by delusion, 
Disloyally, unrest; 
Till Came the day of sorrows, 
And reading vows of youth, 
When LOVE divorced her DOCTRINE 
And UNI1Y her TRtiTH. 

(Author unknown) 

Annual 
Mid-Ark 

Fall Lectures 
-October 9, 1999-

What the Church Needs Today 

Adult 
8:45 a.m ••.••••• Singing 
9:00 a.m .••••••• The Church Needs Biblical Preaching 

•••••••••••••••••.••••••.••••••••.•...••.•••.•.. Toney Smith 
10:00 a.m •••••.•• The Church Needs Moral Uvlng 

......................................... David Tlllfnan Jr. 
11 :00 a.m ••...••. Break 
11:15 a.m ........ The Church Needs Effective Leadership 

................................................. Jerry Martin 
12:15 p.m ........ Barbecue dinner/fellowship 
1 :45 p.m ..••...• Singing 
2:15p.m .•.•..•• The Church Needs Local Evangelism 

............................................. Bruce Stultlng 
Youth (12-U yean old) 

9:30 a.m .•.••••• Singing 
9:45 a.m ........ Youth Involvement In the Local Church 

.................................................... Dan Cates 
10:45 a.m ........ Break 
11 :00 a.m ........ Singing 
11:15 a.m ........ Creation or Evolution? 

............................................ Preston Silcox 
12:15 p.m ........ Barbecue dinner/fellowship 
1:45 p.m •••••••• Singing 
2:00 p.m ........ Peer Pressure ..................... Mark Reynolds 

This is a unique event sponsored by the church of 
Christ on North Main Street In Malvern, Arkansas. It 
takes place at a private residence In the country, be
neath an Arkansas autumn sky. Irs unusual, yet Invigo
rating setting takes one back to the good ole' days when 
God's people knew how to enjoy fellowship. This period 
of fellowship and spiritual feasting will be capped off by 
what we believe to be the best barbecue dinner around. 
This event Is for the whole family. Not only are there 
special.sesslons for the teens, but there will be an at
tended area for small children. 

If you enjoy excellent food, wonderful fellowship, 
great preaching, and spirited singing, you will not want 
to miss this affair. We are convinced that it will warm 
your heart, uplift your spirit, and motivate you to greater 
service for Christ. 

The North Mala Church of Christ 
823 North Main Streeet • Malvern, Arkansas 72104 

(501) 332-2273 • 332-8513 
Tracy Dugger, Evangelist 
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Who Is AHraded to Jesus? 
By Joe Dale Wilson 

Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath no 
where to lay His head (Luke 9:58). 

How many people of nobility would live in a nest or 
hole? Jesus was not at home on the earth. 

When Jesus was born, his parents found shelter 
in a stable. Mter his birth he was placed in a manger. 
The stable was most likely a small cave (not a lean-to 
like often seen today) and the manger was a feed 
trough perhaps made of a day-straw mixture. 

Here, in a manger, was the Creator of the uni
verse and the one who in thirty-three years would be 
the "King of Kings." 

How many of the high-and-mighty of earth 
would take residence in a barn and give birth to their 
first-born son in a stable? 

This place smelled of sheep and dusty, soiled hay. 
Where was the royalty that would be drawn to 

visit Jesus in such a place? 
Angels bypassed Israel's rulers with the invita

tion to visit· the newborn King and went to shep
herds to invite them to the place of the birth of 
God's beloved son. · 

The religious leaders were not invited, but the 
common people came to a common place. Still, the 
event was not ignoble. Simple shepherds rejoiced to 
see the Babe in the manger and worship him. 

When the prophet Isaiah foretold of the day of 
Christ, he made reference to his lack of physical 
beauty saying, "-He hath neither form nor comeli
ness; and when we see .him, there is no beauty that 
we should desire him" (lsa. 53:2). 
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Advertisers use handsome models to attract 
people. Christ was not a handsome man. He was a 
common person with ordinary looks. The beautiful 
people would not find him enticing because of his 
looks. 

The common people would see him as their 
Great High Priest, because he was just like them and 
identified with their suffering. 

He gave his Word in the Koine Greek - the 
common language of the street. He gave his Book to 
the common man and not to those highly educated 
in religious philosophy. 

Jesus was not wealthy. Paul wrote: "For ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might become rich" (2 Cor. 
8:9). 

Few rich folks follow Jesus. Some rich people, 
like Joseph of Arimathaea, were attracted· to. the 
Lord. Remember he did not have a "place to lay his 
head." Jesus was a carpenter. and that his roots were 
from the labor force and not the aristocratic caste of 
their society. He came from the wrong ~ide of. tl:t~ 
tracks. The Sadducees were not. interested. 

"Hearken, my beloved brethren; did. not God 
choose them that are poor as to the world to be rich 
in faith, a~d heirs of the kingdom which he prb'm
ised to them that love him?" ijames 2:5). · · · 

Those in need recognized ~eir biggest. need -
the riches of God's grace- before those who were 
self-sufficient. · · · · 

When Jesus. was born, there was no rooni in the 
inn for Mary to giye birth to her son. Tlie shakers of 
society did not come to worship him in the manger. 
The shepherds came .to see the future Good Shep~ 
herd. Neither the rich, nor the religious leaders·, nor 
the politicallea9ers found time to coine to him in 
the stable. for the inost part they did not have room 
for him in their .lives. · · · · · 

Is there room In our hearts for the Savior? .Ate 
we attracted to an. average looking, poor Babe .in a 
barn? · 18936 U.S. Hwy 283 

Vemon, TX 76384 
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(C.R. Nichols was a mighty preacher in a previous generation. He studied the matter of the possibility of 
apostasy closely and thoughtfully and became an expert on the subject. We think it helpful to the present gen
eration to review his work and benefit from his study. Some in the church today are tending toward the idea 
that once saved always saved.) 

Apostasy 
By C. R. Nichols 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the hus
bandman. Every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit, he taketh away: and ev

ery branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that 
it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spoken unto 
you. Abide in me and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the 
vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I 
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit; for without me ye can do 
nothing. If a man abide not in me, be is cast 
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men 
gather them, and cast them into the fire, and 
they are burned ijohn 15:1-6). 

In this passage Jesus represented himself as the 
"true vine" and declared that his disciples were 
"branches." All the "branches" (disciples) are said to 
be in the "vine" - that is, "in Christ." Some of the 
"branches" in him are said to "bear fruit," and some 
of the "branches" in him are said to be fruitless. The 
Lord said: ~Every branch in me that beareth not 
fruit, he taketh away .... If a man abide not in me, he 
is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men 
gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they 
are burned." To me it seems the lesson to be learned 
fro~ the foregoing passage is too clear to be lost on 
the honest reader. 

Those who teach that it is not possible for a child 
of G.od to so conduct himself as to be lost, in their 
effort to break the force of the passage we now 
study, declare that the non-fruit-bearing branches 
~e not, in fact, in the "vine" (Christ) ; that they are 
n~ more than "water sprouts"; that they are only 
n~minally in the vine, not in the vine in fact; that 
they have no vital connection with the vine. Is it not 
strange to you that the Lord did not have at his com
mand language sufficient to express his thought? 
True, the Lord says the non-fruit-bearing branches 
are "in" him- in Christ; and to save a theory, here 
comes some teacher and declares they were not "in" 
the vine - that is, they had no vital connection with 

the vine. Indeed, if they had no vital connection with 
the vine, what is the necessity of taking them away? 
Would they not have withered and died without the 
necessity of being taken away? 

The Lord says the branches that bore fruit were 
"in" the vine; and, too, he declared the branches 
that did not bear fruit were "in" the vine. 

In Christ 
"If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature" (2 
Cor. 5:17). "Salvation" is in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10). 
The non-fruit-bearing branches are said to be in 
Christ; and that being true, they were saved, for sal
vation is in Christ. They enjoyed the forgiveness of 
sins (Col. 1:14 ). But because some of these branches 
did not bear fruit, it is said they were taken away 
and cast into the fire and burned. The destiny of 
such branches will be the opposite of that which the 
righteous enjoy. In the face of this plain lesson in the 
word of God, some insist that when one time a man 
becomes a Christian, there is no possibility of his 
failure to enter heaven. 

Become a Castaway 
"I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: 
lest that by any means, when I have preached to oth
ers, I myself should be a castaway" (1 Cor. 9:27). 
The American Standard Version reads, "I buffet my 
body," instead of, "I keep under my body." The 
Greek word from which "keep under" is rendered is 
from a word which means to "strike one upon the 
part beneath the eye; to beat black and blue; hence, 
to discipline by hardships" (Bagster). "To beat black 
and blue, to smite so as to cause bruises and livid 
spots. . .. Like a boxer, I buffet my body, handle it 
roughly, discipline it by hardships- 1 Cor. 9:27." 
(Thayer.) The word is derived from the practice of 
athletes training by subjecting the body to severe dis
cipline to make it strong and able to stand great 
strain. It then came to have the meaning of treating 
harshly. Paul buffeted his body - he brought it into 
subjection, he beat it down~ Why? "Lest ... when I 

SeptemFberd1~99 11 
Firm oun anon 



have preached to others, I myself should be a cast
away.". What is the import of the "castaway"? 
Among the ancients, as well as in our day, metals are 
tested; and if a piece of metal does not meet the nec
essary standard for a certain work, it is cast away -
that is, it is rejected. The word is found in the fol
lowing passages and rendered "castaway," "repro
bate," "rejected": 

•Romans 1:28: Gave them over to "reprobate 
mind." 

•1 Corinthians 9:27: "I myself should be a cast-
away." 

• 2 Corinthians 13:5: "Christ is in you, except ye 
be reprobates." 

• 2 Timothy 3:8: "Reprobate concerning the 
faith." 

•Titus 1:16: "Unto every good work reprobate." 
In the chapter from which the verse we are 

studying is taken Paul is discussing games in which 
people in his day engaged, especially contests in 
which physical supremacy was tested, and became 
the decisive feature, other things being equal. The 
prize awarded to the successful one in the contest 
was a crown of leaves- a crown or wreath made of 
pine straw, olive, or laurel leaves. Those who would 
contest for the prize were required to undergo a 
course of training for several weeks; they were re
quired to make oath that they had trained the re
quired length of time; that they were not guilty of 
crime; that they were freemen and upright in charac
ter. Each one who would compete in the arena was 
paraded before the crowd, and it was challenged to 
lodge against any of the prospective contestants any 
charge that would disqualify him from the games. If 
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one of the participants did not "strive lawfully," he 
was disqualified, and at times such a one was chased 
from the arena in disgrace. Judges were chosen for 
the different divisions of the games, and for some 
time before the contests the ones who were to con
tend for the prize were required to train before the 
ones who would judge them. To. these games Paul 
makes reference, saying: "I keep under my body, and 
bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when 
I have preached to others, I myself should be a cast
away" - lest I be declared a "reprobate" and re
jected at the final day of rewards. 

I was thoroughly disgusted at the only serious at
tempt I have heard by those who declare one cannot 
fall from grace and be lost. My opponent said: 

Paul entenained grave fears that the opposition 
which was hurled against him, even from false 
brethren, would result in a wave of protest 
against him; that he would allow his body to fall 
into sin and bring about his rejection as a 
preacher; that his brethren would cast him out 
of the ministry, silence him as a preacher. He 
had no fears of his final acceptance with God; 
he was cenain of his entrance finally into 
heaven; but he was fearful that some of those in 
the church who had questioned his authority as 
an apostle would bring to bear the weight of 
their influence and cause the churches to reject 
him- cast him away. 

Paul was not discussing the possibility of being 
misunderstood, nor of being misrepresented, and, as 
a result of misunderstanding and misrepresentation, 
being rejected by his brethren; but he was careful to 
conduct himself in such a way that he would not be 
rejected at the last day. He was alive to the necessity 
of buffeting his body, bringing it into subjection and 
keeping it into subjection. 

In the Christian race, which Paul and all other 
Christians are running, it is necessary that we strive 
lawfully. One is not to allow the body full swing and 
meet its every demand, but to bring it into subjec
tion, beat it down, lest the Judge, the Judge who 
awards the crown, finds fault and rejects you. But 
the Judge who is to reward the man striving in the 
Christian race makes no mistakes. Under him you 
are to train for the continued contest, and by him 
you will be rewarded at the last day. Paul declares he 
was making the effort to keep his body in subjection, 
lest be become a repro~ate, lest he be rejected at the 
last day. Surely if one who saw the Lord, one who 
served as an apostle, preached so extensively, could 
become a "castaway," it is necessary for you also to 
take care. Fp 



God Is a God of Law 
By Don Hatch 

God and sin do not co-exist; nor do the Spirit 
and law (The Holy .Spirit Makes No Earthly 
Sense, by Terry Rush). 

This is a remarkable statement. Christian apolo
getics is making arguments by identifi
able laws. Such arguments are Cosmological, 

Teleological, System of Nature, Moral, Esthetical (In
ternal Evidence of Christianity, Homer Hailey, Evi
dence Quarterly, Ferrell Jenkins, Editor, pp. 1-12). 

These could not be advanced without invariable 
laws.· God has sovereignty over the cosmos through 
laws. The universe is not chaos. There is cause and 
effect. The first cause is God guiding the cosmos by 
divine law. The effect is a cosmos, not chaos. If there 
are laws in the natural realm it is reasonable to con
clude that there are laws in the spiritual realm (Rom. 
1:18-20). 

God is a God of law. Law is a limiter and 
through it comes the knowledge of sin (Rom. 7:7 -8). 

·God limits himself by self-imposed laws. 
God can institute eternal laws (1 Cor. 2:6-15). 

He defines sinfulness. Values are set by the mind of 
God, not man. Being a lawgiver and constrained by 
his own law does not make God nor his law unrigh
teous (Rom. 7:7). God's law is altogether holy, spiri
tual and just (Rom. 7:12-13). Renouncing keepers of 
God's law berates the keeper and giver. 

Penalties are demanded for lawlessness, not law-
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fulness. Lawlessness is sin. Sinless Jesus, God with us, 
came to take away lawlessness (Matt. 1:18-20; Phil. 
2: 1-11; 1 John 3 :4-6). God-given spiritual law enables 
men to be justified. Jesus' death was a propitious sac
rifice for sins (Rom. 3:21-30). 

Jesus, the legal Passover lamb, was given to expi
ate sin from mankind. This act had to follow legal 
requirements of God (Acts 2:23). Modernists blas
pheme Jesus when denigrating keepers of law as "le
galists." Jesus kept and now keeps law. Law is the 
foundation of trust (Heb. 6: 13-20). God cannot per
jure himself with a lie (a legal requirement). 

The penalty of sin and need for expjation is 
clearly set forth only in law. Where there is no law 
there is no sin, yet all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God (Rom. 4:15, 3:23; 6:23). There is a 
legal system to which mankind is amenable. Humans 
are made free from the law of sin and ·death only 
through being in Christ (Gal. 3:27; Eph. 1:1-15; 
John 1:29, 36; 1 Cor. 5:7; Rom. 8:1-13). 

Law is against the lawless (1 Tim. 1:9-11). Law 
confirms that freedom is not free, there is a price. 
Mankind could not pay the price to free themselves 
from sin (Rom. 5:1-11). The sacrifice ofJesusfulfilled 
all legal requirements to establish freedom from sin (2 
Cor. 5:20-21; Gal. 3:10-14). The manner of death to 
sin is determined by the law of the Spirit (Rom. 8:2). 

Antinomianism [Greek term meaning against law: 
anti, against; nomos, law] (Cyclopaedia of Biblical, 
Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literatur~ by J. 
M'Clintock, D.D. andJ. Strong, S.T.D., pp. 264-269) 
has a sordid record in church history. Antinomianism 
as a doctrine frees Christians from requirements of 
obedience to law, whether civil, religious or moral. 
Practitioners claim salvation is attained by faith only 
and the gift of divine grace, wherein is found no law. 

Right or wrong, good or bad, black or white 
cannot be established without law. Troubling to 
adherents of lawlessness are words like freed, 
saved, blessed, justified, which have legal ramifi
cations. Antinomianism defends the belief that 
all religious or moral laws are relative and 
changeable by culture. Antinomianism is op
posed to universal law for all people (New 
Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowl
edge, Vol. 1, pp. 197-200). 
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Taking this pos1t1on, the antinomianist becomes 
wiser than God. 

Antinomianists ultimately develop their own cul
ture, becoming gods, with rights to choose what is 
acceptable or deniable concerning Biblical principles 
(1 Cor. 1:18-31). Ironically, antinomianists become 
a law unto themselves in their created culture. 

Luther said: 
[l]n the new covenant there is no longer a con
straining and forcing of law; and that those who 
must be scared and driven by law are unworthy 
of the name Christians (Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 265). 

Similar sentiments were maintained and ex-
pressed by Saltmarsh: 

[T]hat, as the elect cannot fall from grace nor 
forfeit the divine favor, the wicked actions they 
commit are not really sinful, nor to be consid
ered as instances of their violation of divine law; 
and that,· consequently, they have no occasion 
either to confess their sins or to break them
selves by repentance (Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 265). 

Modernists who accept antinomianism call those 
who keep the laws of God "legalist." Without contro
versy "legalist" as a denigrating term must be equally 
imposed upon God who gives laws. 

Some brothers are moving toward fellowship 
with denominationalists holding a form of antino
mianism. Historically this philosophical presupposi
tion taught that Moses was a conjurer and Christ a 
deceiver of the people because he kept the Mosaic 
Law. Ultimately to them the Bible became only a love 
letter- useless, except as defined by their newly cre
ated culture. 

In our day they are pressed to teach God has no 
law by which he governs and the scriptures must be 
regarded as cast-off fables. When condescending to 
use of the scriptures, they are reduced to absurd alle
gories. 

Changes are taking place in congregations mov
ing away from the New Testament and towards 
Antinomianism or Calvinism. Apparently they detest 
the Testament statements like Law of the Spirit, Law 

· of Christ, Perfect Law, Law of Liberty, Law of Faith, 
Law of Sin and Death, Law governing lust of the 
flesh, lust of the eye and vainglory of life (demon
strated in Gal. 5:16-25). 

The New Testament repels them if it is inher
ently a legal system that condemns apostasy. Divine 
law makes mankind obligated to conform or be 
damned (Mark 16:15,16; James 2:1-13; Heb. 6:1-5; 
10:26-31; 1 John 2:12-17; 5:13-17). Moreover, liv
ing under constraints of law disallows innovations 

14 ~i:ew!:~d!~!! 

and interpretations bringing about a manner of life 
with which God cannot legally agree. 

When men like Terry Rush say that the Spirit 
lives apart form law, there is a wresting of the scrip
tures (i Peter 3:14-18). The Spirit is God (Acts 5:4) 
and as such is governed by law. Examples concerning 
the Spirit are that he could not aggrandize himself, 
nor speak more than what was given him. The Spirit 
came to convict (a legal term) the world of sin, righ
teousness (a legal term) and judgment (a legal term) 
to come ijohn 14:25-26; 15:26-27; 16:5-1~). As a 
part of the Godhead he is constrained by self im
posed law (Col. 2:9; Rom. 1:20). The Spirit, like 
Jesus, is under authority, which is a legal system con
demning Him if He goes beyond its precepts and 
principles. Without constraints of law the Spirit 
could act in a capricious way with immunity to the 
law of God. He does not act unlawfully. He is blas
phemed (Matt. 12:31-37) by the denigrating term 
"legalist' because he kept and now keeps law. 

Antinomianists can and do act in any manner 
that their newly created culture dictates. The reason 
the Holy Spirit makes no sense some think is they 
seek to impose a hermeneutic that retires the law of 
the Spirit. It is considered non-productive, 
counter-productive and needful to be replaced. They 
offer a new hermeneutic and versions of the Bible 
filled with rudiments of the world, philosophy, and 
not after Christ (Phil. 3:8-16). 

Where there is no law there is no sin. Yet, God 
justly accuses all of sin. Men are not lost because 
they do not know Jesus. They are lost because they 
are in sin and need to know the Jesus of the New 
Testament (a legal document teaching how one is a 
legal heir of salvation with stringent guidelines for 
faithful living). 

The Spirit makes perfect sense under clearly de
fined legal requirements of a covenant (a legal docu
ment that cannot be altered- Gal. 3:15-23). If one 
lives lawlessly, the Spirit will make no earthly sense. 
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Jesus Loves LiHie Children 
By Ted Parks 

As one observes the condition of congregations 
of the Lord's church throughout the nation, 
you will notice a trend that should disturb us 

all - the lack of younger people. On average, it 
seems that nearly half or more of those who attend 
are above the age of SO. Our membership seems to 
be getting smaller and older, and we worry about the 
future of our Lord's church in the coming genera
tions. 

It is common to hear brethren say, as they move 
their membership to other congregations, "We want 
to go where they have children the same age as 
ours." Unfortunately, these moves brethren make for 
the sake of finding other youth, often necessitates 
their attending churches that are no longer faithful 
to the Word of God. 

There are many factors that contribute to this 
declin~ amo~g the young. I believe that one reason 
we continue to lose young families to wayward 
churches is because we often fail to create an envi
ronment that is conducive to young families. 

Many churches introduce irreverent innovations 
into worship, in an attempt to draw in younger 
people. They use musical instruments in worship, 
choirs,· play acting, children's church and other 
"spontaneous" performances in an attempt to enter
tain and amuse the young families. By doing this, 
they not only offer vain worship to God, but they 
create an artificial environment for the young by out 
numbering and over powering the older generations 
who desire to remain faithful to the Word of God. 
Ultimately, the young are drawn into digression and 
the old are cast away from the congregation. 

We can, however, create an environment for 
young families and older brethren to worship to
gether in our churches without unauthorized and 
sinful innovations. This is accomplished through the 
practice of edification. 

And let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and to good works: not forsaking the 
assembling of yourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another and so 
much the more as you see the day approaching" 
(Heb. 10:24-25) 

This verse is the key to church growth and keep
ing our young families. We do not need festivities 
and innovations. We simply need loving edification 
between brethren. 

One area in which we often fall in godly edifying 
is in relation to little children. It is not uncommon to 
hear criticism from people, young and old, concern
ing the children in church. To help us understand the 
topic better and see what the Bible has to tell us con
cerning children, let us examine the text of Mark 
10:13-16. 

And they were bringing unto him little children, 
that he should touch them: and the disciples re
buked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was 
moved with indignation, and said unto them, 
Suffer the little children to come unto me; for· 
bid them not: for to such belongeth the king· 
dom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child, he shall in no wise enter therein. And he 
took them in his arms, and blessed them, laying 
his hands upon them. 

We notice four points: 

The Disdain of Chtlclren 
"And they brought young children to him, that he 
should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those 
that brought them." Here we see the poor attitude 
and lack of patience of the disciples toward children. 
The disciples had apparendy thought since they had 
no time for the little children, why should Jesus? 

This attitude is demonstrated in the previous 
chapter when the disciples argued with one another 
over who would be the greatest in the kingdom of 
Heaven (Mark 9:33-37). They were so self-impor
tant that children were a burden and distraction to 
them. 

This is the attitude of many within the church 
today; they are so consumed with self-impottance 
they have no patience for children. It is common to 
hear someone comment, in regard to a crying or 
fussy child, "Why don't they take that child out?" 

Bible lnfonet 
http://Www.blble·lnfonet.org/ 

September 1999 15 
Firm Foundation 



Though we do need to teach our children the 
importance of how to behave in worship, we would 
do well to remember that they are children and not 
miniature adults. Some will complain about the dis
tractions that children in worship bring, yet it never 
ceases to amaze me how those same people become 
distractions themselves by talking, passing notes, 
and napping during worship. 

If we are going to benefit by having young fami
lies in the church, we need to learn to tolerate fami
lies with young children. The Bible tells us in Psalm 
127:3 that "children are, an heritage of the Lord." 
They're not just a blessing to the home, but also to 
the church. 

A church without children is a church without a 
future. Jesus said, "Take heed that ye despise not one 
of these little ones; for I say unto you, that in heaven 
their angels do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven." Rather than offering criticism, 
suggestions, or comments to the parents of young 
children, we should praise them for the effort they 
put forth to bring their children to services. If par
ents are criticized for bringing their children to wor
ship, they may stop bringing them. 

The Defense of Children 
"But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and 
said unto them, Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the 
kingdom of God." Jesus is not as bothered by chil
dren as many of us seerp to be. Not only did Jesus 
permit the children to come to him, but also asked 
for them. In turn if we want the children, we must 
ask for them, Children's church only serves to iso
late the children from the church instead of integrate 
them into the church. Notice what Jesus said about 
children, "for of such is the kingdom of God." From 
this we learn that children are in a "safe" relation
ship with God. 

Contrary to Calvinistic teaching, children who 
die will be in Heaven. Since activity in Heaven will 
consist of worshipping God (Rev 4-5) and Heaven 
will be full of children, why would anyone who is 
critical of and distracted by children in worship ever 
want to go to Heaven? 

The Demeanor of Children 
"Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not en
ter therein." The obvious question is, How can we 
be critical of those whom Jesus says we are to model 
ourselves after? 

16 ~if:,eF~~~d!~:~ 

A child unable to sit through the service without 
getting tired or agitated, has probably observed the 
adults that cannot sit through a worship service. 
Sure, little ones run around making noise and play
ing after services, but at least they aren't gossiping 
over the pews or railing against each other as the 
adults often do. 

When children play, they usually smile and laugh 
and enjoy each other. Watch them for just a minute 
and then observe the adults. Often you'll notice that 
they aren' t nearly as pleasant. Ask a child what he 
studied in Bible class and you'll get an ear full. Ask 
many adults what the sermon was about and you'll get 
a blank stare. Children like to sing their Bible class 
songs at home, school, or the store, but some adults 
refuse to sing even in worship. Children anxiously 
look forward to putting their money in the collection 
plate. The enthusiasm and sincerity of children is a 
trait that we should work toward in ourselves. 

The Disposition of Children 
"And he look them up in his arms, put his bands 
upon them, and blessed them." Can there be any 
doubt that Jesus loves the little children? Paul said in 
1 Corinthians 11:1, "Be ye followers of me, even as I 
also am of Christ." We should love the children and 
we should love having the children in worship. We 
understand from 1 Corinthians 14:23 that the whole 
church is to come together into one place for wor
ship. So, where is the authority for "children's 
church"? 457 Deodara St. 

Vacaville, CA 95688 
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Is Murder, Murder? 
By Travis L. Quertermous 

0 n Thursday, October 30, 1997, the Florida 
State Supreme Court handed down a land
mark decision. The case concerned a young 

woman who was six-months pregnant and wanted 
an abortion she could not afford, so she shot herself 
in the abdomen with a handgun, killing the fetus. 

The state of Florida convicted her of murdering 
the child. But the Florida Supreme Court ruled that 
she was not guilty and overturned the lower court 
ruling. The High Court decided that if a third party 
pulled the trigger it would be murder. 

A six-month-old fetus is capable of surviving 
outside the womb. Had this Florida woman walked 
into any hospital in the Sunshine State and killed any 
other premature baby, she would have been con
victed of murder. 

The decision of the Florida High Court is in per
fect harmony with the judgment used by the U.S. Su
preme Court to make abortion-on-demand the law 
of the land. The U.S. Supreme Court said that since 
the humanity of the fetus could not be determined, 
abortion was not murder. It also decided that a 
woman had complete control over her body under 
the privacy protections provided under the 14th 
amendment to the Constitution. Finally, since the 
Constitution defined an American citizen as one 
born or naturalized in the United States, our nation's 
Highest Court denied the rights and protections of 
American citizenship to the unborn, since they are 
. . . . well, unborn ... and as such are not citizens. 

There was no scripture, science, or sense to any 
of those rulings, but they are the law. The woman 
performed an abortion on herself with a pistol. 

To further demonstrate the absurdity of the 
Florida ruling, since when does it take a third party 
to commit murder? And what would this third party 
do to the woman's unborn baby that the woman did 
not do? If someone had shot her, killing the unborn 
baby in her womb, according to the Florida Supreme 
Court, that person would be guilty of murder. The 
woman did the same thing to herself with the same 
result- a dead baby- but the Florida Justices de
clared her not to be a murderess. 

Are doctors performing abortions in Florida now 

murderers? According to the Florida Supreme Court 
they are because they are a third party killing a baby. 
We doubt abortionists will accept this conclusion, 
but if the abortion doctor is not guilty of murder, 
why would anyone else be guilty of homicide for 
killing the fetus-in-the-womb with a gun? The only 
difference is how the baby was killed - with a knife 
or with a pistol - with a scraper or a bullet. 

God says that even those who unintentionally kill 
an unborn child are murderers (Exo. 21:22-25 
NKJV). 

God hates "hands that shed innocent blood" 
(Prov. 6-17). 

112 North Payne St. 
Pacific, MO 63069 

6th .Annual 
Center Lecturesliip 

-october 22-24, 1999-

--Hurst Street Church of Chrlst-
110 Hurst Street • Center, Texas 75935 

{409) 598-2945 

-Tiie Ho~ Spirit-
Friday, October 22 

7:0G-9:00 p.m. 
The Mission of the Holy Spirit- Joseph Meador 
The Sin Against the Holy Spirit - David P. Brown 

Saturday, October 23 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

The Operation of the Holy Spirit In Conversion - John Moore 
The Purpose of Miraculous Signs and Gifts 

of the Holy Spirit- Floyd Johnson 

7:0G-9:00 p.m. 
The Witness of the Spirit - Steve Wiggins 

The Medium of the Holy Spirit- Bill Lockwood 

Sunday, October 24 
9:45-11:45 a.m. 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit- Joe Cox 
Resisting the Holy Spirit - Lynn Parker 

&:OG-8:00 p.m. 
Born of Water and the Spirit - Dave Miller 

Who Is the Holy Spirit - Joe Cox 

RV hookups will be available. 
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Did Jesus Go to Hades? 
By Harold Littrell 

The Greek word Hades was originally used as the 
proper name of the pagan god of the. under 
world - god of the unseen place of the dead. 

Later Hades was used as the name of the place de
parted spirits go at death, to be there until the judg
ment. This is the way Jesus used it. At the last day 
Hades will give up the dead and they will come forth 
to the judgment, as indicated in Revelation 20:13. 

Solomon wrote that at death the body goes back 
to the dust from whence it came, and the spirit goes 
back to God who gave it (Eccl. 12: 7). 

In Luke 16:19-32 Jesus told of two men who 
died and went to that place. The word Hades is used 
in describing the place where the former rich man 
found himself after death (Luke 16:23). 

The beggar, Lazarus, was in another part of the 
same "Hadean world," separated from the place 
where the former rich man was by a great gulf- not 
to be crossed from either side (Luke 16:22, 26). The 
part where Lazarus was taken is not given a name in 
this account. It is simply stated that Lazarus was "in 
Abraham's bosom" - a position of honor with 
Abraham, somewhat like that of John "leaning on 
Jesus' bosom" at the supper mentioned in John 13, 
where and when Jesus identified the one who would 
betray him as Judas ijohn 13:26). 

This part of Hades is identified by Jesus as "Para
dise" in Luke 23:43. One of the two men who were 
crucified with Christ had requested, "Lord, remem
ber me when you come into your kingdom." Jesus 
told him that he would be with him in Paradise that 
day. 

Evidently Paul also identifies that part of Hades 
as Paradise and as "the third heaven" (2 Cor. 
12:3-4). Paul, likely at the time he was stoned and 
left for dead at Lystra (Acts 14:19), had the experi
ence he relates in 2 Corinthians 12. In the LXX 
(Greek translation of the Old Testament) Paradise is 
used for "the garden of Eden," a place of pleasure 
(e.g. Gen. 2:8). 

Angels who sinned and fell from grace are re
served in Tartarus to await the judgment ijude 2:4). 
This may be a name that could be used for that part 
of Hades where the former rich man found himself 

18 ~ir!e'f!:~d!~!! 

after death (Luke 16:23). Regardless of that, accord
ing to Jesus' account of the rich man and Lazarus, 
we conclude that Hades is divided into at least two 
areas which are separated by "a great gulf." 

David the psalmist prophesied that Jesus would 
not be abandoned to Hades and that his body would 
not see decay (Acts 2:27, 31; Psa. 16:10). 

The Hebrew word used in Psalm 16:10 is Sheol, 
a word with several meanings. However, the Holy 
Spirit shows in Acts 2:27, 31 that the meaning of 
Sheol in David's prophecy is Hades the unseen place 
of departed spirits. 

In David's statement, the Hebrew word for soul 
is nephesh, another word used in the Old Testament 
with several meanings. The Spirit tells us· that the 
nephesh of Psalm 16:10 means psuche (soul). Jesus 
was not abandoned to Hades. He was raised the 
third day as foretold. 

The psuche is that part of a person that lives on 
after death. This is clearly the import of what Jesus 
told his disciples - that they should not fear those 
who could kill the body but who could not kill the 
soul (psuche). Rather, they were to fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in Gehenna (Matt. 10:28) 

Again in Matthew 16:26 we find Jesus. warning 
against gaining the world at the loss of one's soul 
(psuche). The ASV renders psuche as "life" in this 
verse, but it is obvious that Jesus is speaking of that 
part of a person that lives on beyond this life. "Life," 
as used by the ASV, must relate to the eternal life, 
not to one's physical life in this age. 

It was in view of the judgment that Jesus makes 
this warning. He asked, "What would a man give in 
exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man shall 
come in the glory of his Father with his angels, then 
shall he render to every man according to his deeds" 
(Matt. 16:26-27). 

In Revelation 6:9 we read of "souls," (psuachas 
-plural of psuche) under the altar, obviously refer
ring to the spirits of people. Again in Revelation 
20:4 we read of souls (psuchas) of martyred saints, 
"soul~ and "spirit" both refer to that part of a person 
that lives on after the death of the physical body, 

Jesus' soul was not left in Hades, but his soul 



(he) was there in that realm while the body was in 
Joseph's tomb. His soul was not in the body. He had 
given up the spirit (Matt. 27:50; 19-30). He had de
livered his spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46). 

Jesus and "the thief on the cross" were in the 
same place (Hades) the very day they both died 
(Luke 23:42-43). They were not together in Joseph's 
tomb, but they were together in Hades, that part of 
Hades both Jesus and Paul refer to as "Paradise" 
(Luke 23:42; 2 Cor. 11:3-4); where Abraham and 
Lazarus are (Luke 16). 

Yes, Jesus was in Hades while his body was in a 

tomb, but he was not left there. The gates of Hades 
did not hold him or hinder his church which was 
soon to be built (Matt. 16:18), for we find him add
ing those being saved to his church as of Acts 2:4 7. 

The very day Jesus' new kingdom made its ap
pearance, the Spirit inspired Peter to quote David's 
statement about his soul not being left in Hades 
(Acts 2:27, 31). jesus had been raised from the dead, 
and was seated on David's throne, reigning in his 
kingdom, the church. 

5 601 Falcon Dr. 
Paragould, AR 72450 
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(Editor,s observation: Following is the good advice of a loving grandfather to his offspring who is about to 
enter the university. This seems appropriate since many young people are about to ''go to college" at this sea
son. The good counsel of brother Gardner to his grandson indicates wisdom and experience tempered by the 
engrafted Word of God.) 

Grandfather's Advice to Grandson 
By Dr. E. Claude Gardner 

When my grandson entered a Christian uni
versity I offered him the following sugges
tions: 

1. Always do your best. This is not what others do 
or what others might expect of you. 

2. Try to do more than be average or mediocre. 
3. Prepare your lessons daily with thought. Don't 

get behind. 
4. If you do not understand any matter, go to the 

teacher until you do. 
5. Work toward immediate and long-range goals. 
6. Modify when you need to do so. 
7. Don't be a follower all the time but be a leader. 
8. Do not blindly follow the crowd but think for 

yourself. 
9. Do not take dares. This will get you into mis

ery. 
10. Learn to spend money wisely and frugally. 
11. Learn to handle finances now, which will ben

efit you the rest of your life. 
12. Avoid borrowing and lending. 
13. Make solid friends and many acquaintances 

and no enemies. Be friendly. 
14. Be careful of the company you keep (1 Cor. 

15:33). 

15. Have self-confidence with the help of the 
Lord (Phil. 4: 13 ). 

16. Pevelop spiritually while developing aca
demically, physically and socially (Luke 2:52). 

17. Be consistent in attending church and Bible 
class. 

18. Get involved in campus activities. 
19. Do not get involved in aberrant radicalism: 

and prejudice. Avoid strong and harsh speech. 
20. Use only clean language and no profanity. 
21. Develop friendships with wholesome young 

ladies and perhaps one of these would make you a 
good Christian wife after you graduate. 

22. Do not succumb to drinking, gambling, revel
ing and lascivious conduct. 

23. Learn all you can from the Bible so that your 
beliefs will be based on the Bible and not on family or 
friends. It will help you become a leader in the church 
in the future. 

24. Anytime you encounter unbelievers either in 
doctrine or morals that you cannot answer just re
member there are those who likely can do so. 

372 Mill St. 
Henderson, TN 38340-2428 
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The Seal and Earnest of the Spirit 
By Jerry C. Brewer 

The application of the terms earnest and 
seal to the Holy Spirit's work belong to the 
apostolic period when the gospel was being 

revealed in parts and portions and define two neces
sary aspects of the gospel scheme of redemption -
revelation and conftrmation. Purposed from eternity 
and hidden beneath the types and shadows of the old 
covenant, the scheme of redemption was a mystery 
that is now revealed. 

••• how that by revelation he made known unto 
me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words-, 
whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ,) which in 
other ages was not made known unto the sons of 
men, as it is now revealed unto his holy aposdes 
and prophets by the Spirit. (Eph. 3:3-4). 

The word mystery in the above passage does not 
mean "mysterious" or "mystical." It means unknow
able through human reasoning and wisdom. 

The word mystery in Revelation comports with 
the same meaning of the word as used elsewhere 
in the New Testament - that is, the spiritual 
truths not discoverable by human reason; under
standable, but hidden from human knowledge 
until revealed. The word has the connotation of 
secret doctrine, hence prior to revelation it was 
a hidden thing; but when revealed, it was 
brought within human intelligence and under
standing. • •• The word mystery did not mean 
mysterious. It meant that which could not be 
known until it was made known, or revealed, 
and it meant the gospel plan of salvation. The 
doctrine of the New Testament is, in this sense, 
called a mystery. (Foy E. Wallace Jr., The Book of 
~velation, Sec. II, Part IV, p. 82). 

Undiscoverable by human wisdom, God's plan 
could be known only by revelation, which requires 
inspiration. Inspiration requires confirmation. The 
scheme of redemption was revealed in words, (1 
Cor. ~:10-13), and confirmed by signs and wonders 
(Heb: 2:14 ). Inspiration was the means God used to 
reveal his plan. Miraculous gifts of the Spirit con
firmed that those through whom it was revealed 

Conley, Dobbs, MoffiH • Catholic Debate Tapes 
$44.95 • VIdeo set • Price Includes shipping. 
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spoke the word of God. This was the function of the 
Holy Spirit whose work of revelation and confirma
tion is expressed in the terms "seal" and "earnest." 

The earnest of the Spirit relates to those gifts 
of partial revelation of which Paul spoke in 1 Corin
thians 13 and is used only in 2 Corinthians 1 :22; 5:5 
and Ephesians 1: 14. From the Greek wordarrhabon, 
defined as, "a pledge, i.e. part of the purchase-money 
or property given in advance as security for the rest: -
earnest." ijames Strong, Exhaustive Concordance of 
The Bible, "Greek Dictionary of The New Testa
ment," p. 16). 

That which was given as an "earnest" was not the 
Holy Spirit, but that which the Spirit gave - partial 
knowledge of God's word, which blossomed into the 
perfect (complete) revelation of His will. The earnest 
of the Spirit constituted a partial revelation until the 
"redemption of the purchased possession" which was 
the completion of divine revelation. 

Charity never faileth: but whether there be 
prophecies, they shall fail whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease, whether. there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in 
part, and we prophesy in part. But when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is in 
part shall be done away (1 Cor. 13:8-10). 

The partial revelation of the gospel, imparted to 
Christians in the first century, was an .earnest or 
pledge of the full revelation to come. That partial 
knowledge would cease when those parts were gath
ered into the whole, which Paul styled "that which is 
perfect." The revelation we now possess in the New 
Testament is the sum of the parts extant in the apos
tolic age. (The word perfect in 1 Corinthians 13:10 
means "completeness" and when the parts of the 
mystery were gathered into the whole, the full price 
was paid of which the earnest was a pledge.) 

The Holy Spirit was not the earnest in the hearts 
of men in the first century, except in a metonymical. 
sense where the cause was put for the effect. When · 
Paul said God had "given the earnest of the Spirit in 
our hearts," he referred to that which the Spirit re
vealed, not the Spirit himself. Neither is the Holy 
Spirit an earnest in the hearts of Christians today. 
Many who so teach contend that the Spirit consti-



tutes a "down payment" or "pledge" from God of 
eternal salvation. But the full purchase price of any
thing is paid in the same currency as the down pay
ment. If the Holy Spirit is the pledge or earnest of 
salvation, then God is making his down payment 
with a currency other than that which he will issue 
as the balance of the purchase. Besides, to say that 
God must make a "down-payment" on salvation is 
tantamount to saying we cannot trust him to fulfill 
his pledge to us! 

When Paul said God had "given the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts," (2 Cor. 1 :22), he distinguished 
between himself and the Corinthians. The pronoun 
"you" in this passage refers to the Corinthians and the 
pronouns "us" and "our" refer to Paul and the other 
apostles. The anointing of the Holy Spirit was Holy 
Spirit baptism, which the apostles received. He made 
the same distinction in the Ephesians' epistle. 

In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of 
him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will: that we should be to the praise of 
his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye 
also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed with 
that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest 
of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of his 
glory (Eph. 1:11-14). 

The Ephesians were sealed with the gift of 
tongues and given the earnest of prophecy when 
Paul laid hands on them after they were baptized 
(Acts 19:1-6). Paul explains the purpose of the ear
nest and seal of the Spirit in the Ephesians in the fol
lowing statement: 
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Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in 
the Lord jesus, and love unto all the saints, cease 
not to give thanks for you, making mention of 
you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto 
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him: the eyes of your understand
ing being enlightened (Eph, 1: 15-18). 

The earnest of the Spirit was revelation, which 
came through Holy Spirit baptism, and the seal of 
the Spirit was the confirmation of that revelation. 
When gifts of revelation were imparted through the 
laying on of the apostles' hands, they were accompa
nied by miraculous powers for confirmation. 

The genuineness of the earnest of the Spirit, or the 
gospel that resided in inspired men, was attested by 
the Spirit's seal of "signs and wonders and divers 
miracles" upon them. From the Greek sphragizo, the 
word seal is defined as, "to stamp (with a signet or 
private mark) for security or preservation :;. to keep 
secret, to attest .... The stamp impressed (as a mark of 
privacy or genuineness), lit. or fig. seal." (Strong, p. 
70). This seal or sign of genuineness was a visible at
testation of the authority by which inspired men 
spoke. 

Those who claim this seal for Christians today 
cannot produce any visible sign of such seal. Their 
argument is the same one made for the direct ind
welling of the Holy Spirit - "I know it because the 
Bible says I have it." But what is the purpose of a seal 
of authority? The great seal of a state attests to and 
confirms the genuineness of documents issued by the 
state's authority and is visible to all who read them. 
The seal of the Spirit was composed of the signs 
worked by inspired men of the first century and vis
ibly attested to their authority from God. The seal of 
the Spirit wasn't some invisible thing placed upon 
them for God's benefit. Why would God have to at
test ownership of Christians to himself? Does he not 
know them that are his without having some sort of 
mark placed upon them? The visible seal of the ear
nest of the Spirit was what Paul called "the signs of 
an apostle" (2 Cor. 12: 12). That was the sign or seal 
of his apostleship and of all who had the earnest of 
the Spirit in the first century. 

308 South Oklahoma 
Elk City. OK 73644 

(Brother Brewer has favored us with a thought 
provoking and interesting study. His material de
serves thoughtful consideration and provides valu
able information.) 
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Potpourri ••. 
The ups and downs of modern society continue 

to astonish. This column is designed to keep 
us informed of the vicissitudes of our culture. 

Some of it is good, but most of it is disturbing. 
Kids killing kids, and amused adults watching, 

are parts of the syndrome. Mayhem and perversion 
are on the fly and most folks are so involved with the 
Almighty Dollar they give no heed. 

Our concern is to call people back to the abso
lute morality of the new covenant, knowing that 
"righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace." 

If we allow rampant turpitude to go unchal
lenged, we will surely reap the tornado. Our kids 
and their kids after them will be plunged into a cess
pool of wickedness that is so deep and slick they will 
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not be able to escape. Shades of Sodom. It is a fast 
and greasy slide to perdition. We need to be 
alarmed. The terrible fact is that most people seem 
unconcerned. 

It would not hurt us to be a tad choleric. Jesus, 
our perfect example, was at times angry about hu
man perfidy. God is capable of wrath - even fierce 
wrath. Saints should be filled with righteous indigna
tion under provocation - but it should be benevo
lent righteous indignation. 

"We praise a man who feels angry on the right 
grounds and against the right persons and also in the 
right manner at the right moment and for the right 
length of time" (Aristotle, 384-322 B.C.) 

Beware the fury of a patient man. % 
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lew Boolt 
0 Nobel Patterson and Terry Gardner announce 

the publication of a book about the life and times 
of Foy E. Wallace Jr. It should be a keeper. The book 
is called "A Soldier of the Cross." The book has in
formation (including pictures) of Wallace's eleven 
major debates. In addition to a biographical sketch 
of Foy E. Wallace Jr., the book includes informa
tion about Foy, E. Wallace Sr., Cled Wallace, W. E. 
Brightwell, Joe S. Warlick, Will M. Thompson, and 
Charles Robinson. The book will not be available 
through bookstores, but can be purchased at a price 
of $44.99 from Wallace Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 
150391, Fort Worth, TX 76108. 

41foa? Wllaf Is Beblnd fbis? 
D Howard Publishing Company, owned and op

erated by Alton Howard, in partnership with an As
sembly of God group, hosted what they called "A 
Night of Praise." We understand that it featured me
chanical musical reproduction along with singing in 
an attempt to worship the Almighty. 

fo Know or Not fo Know . 
0 Some brainy people continue to insist that it 

is not ·possible to know ·anything for sure. It is sad 
when people get so smart that they know they know 
not. It is a~ if they said~ "See how wise I am because I 
do not know anything ab~olutely." 

. Richard Lowry, editor-in-chief, National Review, 
coJllmented; · "A lot of journalists - thanks to their 
education in fancy journalism programs and journal~ 
ism schools - have absorbed such trendy post-mod
ern notions as, 'There is no objective truth.'" 

·Lowery noted the oxymoron that "Starr [Ken] 
never·lied under oath· and has never fooled around 
with young interns. Yet he is regularly ridiculed for 
stich· offenses as singing hymns - not even singing 
hynins . badly, just singing hymns. His character is 
painted as black as the Hole of Calcutta. He is ruth
less, unethical, strange, unhealthy, all for conducting 
an investigation aimed at discovering truth." 

: Lowery concluded, "The only way to be safe in 
the current environment is to be Larry Flynt, who is 
guilty of every offense but hypocrisy, a swine who 
makes no effort to lift his snout from the muck to
w~d something higher." 

Mall Pouch 
. : 0 Earl Davis of ~hicago continues to supply us 

wjth interesting information from the Chicago Tri
bune. Thank you, ·Earl, we are in your debt. Our 

promise to pay-off with a Big Mac is not vain. 
It was bound to happen sooner or later. Doctors 
have been squirreling away sperm from dead 
men for some time, but no surviving relatives 
had ever been interested in putting these frozen 
cells to use. At least not until last July when the 
young, childless widow of a thirty something 
California man changed that. With the aid of a 
sophisticated in-vitro fertilization technique, she 
conceived and - just last month - delivered a 
healthy, fatherless infant girl she named 
Brandalyn. Her husband, Brandalyn's father, 
had died suddenly 15 months before concep
tion, and his ·sperm was retrieved about 30 
hours after his death, in a hospital morgue. 
Now, another woman in London is waiting her 
turn to conceive a child from her deceased 
spouse, after waging a highly publicized court 
battle to allow doctors to harvest her husband's 
sperm cells while he was on life support, coma
tose and dying (May 23, 1999). 

Impiety 
0 Self-righteousness is not religion. The United 

Latin Pentecostal Church of Delta, Colorada faces 
two counts of causing unreasonable noise, a misde
meanor. The charges were filed by the city after neigh
bors complained of a din of shouting, electric guitars, 
and amplified sermons (Chicago Tribune, May 28, 
1999). 

Benevolence 1 
$ "When therefore thou doest alms, sound not 

a trumpet before thee." Steve Highfill, exeeutive di
rector of Feed the Children, after a Nashville TV sta
tion filmed the charity's executives and employees 
taking home boxes of food, clothing, and household 
good donated for needy children said, "If they're 
taking stuff home and giving their little brother a 
pair of shoes or some food, I don't have much to say 
about that. If that's wrong, fine. I don't think so." 

Seelt re first 
0 Doug Dobmeyer (Chicago Tribune, June 6, 

1999) observed that riverboat gambling is now al
lowed in Illinois. He commented, "There are always 
more losers than winners. [T]he greatest losers will 
be poor people and compulsive gamblers who will 
be cajoled, tempted, and bamboozled into feeding 
the slots and the game.s . . . This reality raises hard 
questions: Is it good business for Illinois to be target
ing anyone, including out-of-town travelers for 
fleecing at a convenient casino. . .. When it was con
trolled by organized crime, gambling was decried as 
a dangerous and illegal vice. Now, it is touted as 'a 
business' when controlled by the state." 
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j s., .• ,., ., 
0 Dr. Paul Southern, longtime professor at ACU, 

died Friday, July 16, 1999 at the age of 98. He was a 
good man and loyal. The brotherhood is poorer for 
having lost him, but heaven shines brighter. His 
legacy is slavish devotion to the sacred scriptures. It is 
a sad but glad day - sorrow that he is gone from us, 
but joy that he is comforted in Abraham's bosom. 

Mea aafl Monkeys 
0 Jaran Enterprises favored us with a clipping 

from the Waterloo-Cedar Fall Courier Uuly 13, 1999) 
dealing with creationism and evolutionism. The gist 
of the article is that neither creation nor evolution can 
be tested in the lab, nor observed. Therefore one is 
not more scientific than the other is. Science is facts 
that can be documented (observed and measured). 

The article assures us that "public queasiness 
about the Darwinian gospel is starting to creep into 
the education system." Consider the following: 

In Alabama, all biology texts must carry a 
sticker advising that evolution is an "unproven 
theory." The sticker must say there is a lack of 
evidence for "transitional fossils," showing a 
half-fish, half-amphibian. 

In Nebraska the Attorney General advised the 
Board of Education that a new science curricu
lum presenting evolution as a fact might violate 
the state's constitutional guarantee of freedom 
of conscience. The Board revised the curriculum 
to teach evolution as a theory. 

In Georgia, a new bill requires teachers to in
clude evidence against, or inconsistent with, 
evolution when the subject is presented in class. 

The Topeka Capital-Journal opined that "cre
ationism is as good a hypothesis as any for how 
the universe began, and urged schools to teach 
both scientific and religious views of our origins. , ... , , .. ,,. 

0 Concerned Women for America, Legislative 
Committee sent out a flyer advising that a so-called 
Heterosexuality Questionnaire is being distributed in 
public schools across the country. The paper says that 
"the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 
launched a major drive to get this questionnaire into . 
every school in America." Here is the questionnaire: 

1. What do you think caused your heterosexuality? 
2. When and how did you first decide you were 

heterosexual? 
3. Is it possible heterosexuality is a phase you will 

grow out of? 
4. Is it possible you are heterosexual because you 

fear the same sex? 
5. If you have never slept with someone of the same 

24 ~J:F'!:~d!~!! 

lOth Annual 
,West Coast 

Missions 
and 

Evangelism 
··Workshop 

Acts 

TheiJngdoJDofGod 
The NewMillennlwn 

-October 14·17, 1999-

-speakers-
Or. Tom Alexander 

Ron Bryant 
Don Delukie 

Vincent Hawkins 
Jimmy Jividen 

Dr. Stafford North 
J. J. Turner 

Kevin Withem 

-spanish Ministry
Or. William Richardson 

-Deaf Ministry
Bob Anderson 

-Wo .. ens Program
JoAnn North 

Yllealpa Church of Christ 
Yucaipa, California 

(909) 797-1919 



sex, how do you know your wouldn't prefer that? Is it 
possible you merely need a good gay experience? 

6. Why are heterosexuals so blatant, always making 
a spectacle of their heterosexuality? Why can't they 
just be who they are and not flaunt their sexuality by 
kissing in public, wearing wedding rings, etc? 

7. Most child molesters are heterosexual men. Do 
you consider it safe to expose your children to hetero
sexual males? Heterosexual male teachers particu
larly? 

8. How can you have a truly satisfying relationship 
with someone of the opposite sex, given the obvious 
physical and emotional differences? 

9. Heterosexual marriage has total societal sup
port, yet over half of all heterosexuals who marry this 
year will divorce. Why are there so few successful re
lationships? 
10. Given the problems heterosexuals face, would 

you want your children to be heterosexual? Would 
you consider aversion therapy? 

The aim of the document is obvious. You do not 
need my help to see the all too apparent flaws in this 
self-serving questionnaire. Society is rotten from the 
core out. 

Brown 
IJ'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

Poor lifh Guy 
!9> A Roman Catholic priest who took a vow of 

poverity was charged with trying to smuggle into the 
USA $24 billion in amateurish counterfeit Treasury 
notes (Chicago Tribune, June 24, '99- thanks Earl 
Davis). 

Let Freedom ling 
0 A federal court in Richmond, VA., ordered a 

local school district to permit a 16-year-old boy to 
return to school despite his outlandish attire, which 
violated the school's dress code. The boy dyed his 
hair bright blue and frequently wore a skirt and 
ghoulish makeup to imitate the violent rock singer 
Marilyn Manson. In a strange twist the court ruled 
that although the boy could come back to classes, 
school authorities could search him before he en
tered school each morning. The young man had pre
viously rigged a brick above a doorway, which nearly 
hit a teacher, and sports a tattoo that reads, "Kill 'em 
all" (Chicago Tribune, June 23, 1999). 

No, No 
0 In Chicago a group of 3 'd-grade boys were 

reprimanded for praying together on the play
ground. 

0 In Middletown, Conn., students at Wesleyan 
University created pornographic movies for a film 
class. 

!9> In Florida children at Cypress Middle School 
were told to "cross dress" for a day." When a father 
complained that he didn't think his son should have 
to wear a dress to school, the teacher apologized for 
poorly naming the event but not for the event. 

Truth or Love? 
0 Religious faith involves many choices but 

truth or love is not one of them. Still, that is the 
shorthand on the wall. 

People who want to maintain traditional 
church teachings that sex belongs inside a mar
riage between a man and a woman say they are 
standing for truth. 

People who want to give church blessing to 
homosexual relationships say they are standing 
on the side of love. 

Truth frees Qohn 8:32). Love obeys Qohn 
14:15). It is not truth or love, but truth and love. 

The New P11g11nism 
§ A positive religious character is now claimed 

for abortion. In January 1998, to mourn the 25th an
niversary of the Roe v. Wade decision, 150,000 pro
lifers marched in Washington, D.C. But the television 
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coverage dwelt for a while on a small pro-abortion 
rally staged nearby. An articulate young woman told 
the meager crowd her abortion story. Unmarried and 
on the Pill, she had become pregnant by her longtime 
"partner." The male partner thoughtfully concluded 
that he was just not ready to be a father; the female 
partner likewise weighed her schooling, her job, and 
her free time against the demands of motherhood. 
Then, she said, she prayed to her "god or goddess" 
and received the revelation that abortion would be 
the best thing for all of them, man, woman, and child. 
(Of course, it was the child who was aborted not the 
thoughtful man or the prayerful woman.) 

According to a frightening book by Ginette Paris 
of Canada, I.:Enfant~ l~Amour; !aMort (1990)~ trans
lated into English as The Sacrament of Abortion~ there 
are murderous neo-pagans among us, and there 
should be more, (Ms. Paris's other works include such 
tides as Pagan Meditations and Pagan Grace). 

Paris invokes the goddess Artemis, archer, hunt
ress, and twin sister of Apollo. While Artemis's birth 
to Leto was painless, that of Apollo took nine long 
days, during which Artemis nursed the laboring 
mother and observed how painful childbirth is. 
Artemis vowed to remain a virgin, and she became 
the guardian of women who are becoming mothers. 
How does Paris make her' the deity of abortion? 

As a virgin, Artemis "belonged to no man" and 
was existentially free to roam the forest in search of 
prey and, says Paris, in search of her own self. Paris 
makes the case that a part of the hunter's mind "be
longs to the prey." There is a love bond ~etween the 
huntress and the hunted because the. former needs 
the latter for her own nourishment. The "Goddess 
who hunts the animal she protects must be seen in 
this context.... We must realize that she loves the 
animal she pierces with an arrow." As Artemis "may 
kill a wounded animal rather than allow it to limp 
along miserably, so [may] a mother who wishes to 
spare the child a painful destiny. There is nothing 
more cruel than the suffering of children ... it is not 
immoral to choose abortion." Paris reasons that 
abortion is a maternal heroic act, a personal sacri
fice, a love offering to Artemis. 

Paris claims martyrdom can be inspiring, that we 
admire brave soldiers, stalwart prisoners, and the 
self-sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross (which she per
sists in calling a myth). She says "martyrdom, sacri
ficing for a cause, euthanasia or heroic suicide ... all 
suggests daily that death, under certain circumstance 
may be preferable to life." 
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So, says Paris, let's think it over. A mommy who is 
about to turn a child over her knee may announce 
"This hurts me more than it hurts you." We know · 
what she means to say and we know that she means 
well: The child will get up shortly, perhaps with a sore 
bottom but none the worse for wear. But for a 
mommy to make the same announcement to a child 
she is about to turn over to an abortionist would be 
monstrous. Only a warped mind could equate the sac
rifice of one's self to the involuntary sacrifice of an 
unborn life because of a mother's inability. to recog
nize her natural and moral responsibility to her child. 

Anyway, the author of this unbelievably strange 
book is saying that we ought to make abortion a reli
gious rite of sacrifice to the goddess Artemis. New 
paganism? Yes, neo-paganism (W.A. Borst, New Ox
ford Review). 

Ualffll'laalsm 
0 In a letter to the editor (Chicago Tribune, July 

3, '99) a Unitarian announced that the first principle 
of Unitarianism is: "Our belief in the dignity and in
herent worth of all human life." The letter-writer 
than says, "The fact that gays, lesbians, and 
transgendered people are respected in our move
ment is simply a reflection of that first principle." 

What about pedophiles, sadists, masochists,. rap
ists, and necrophiles; do these perverts come under 
the protection of Unitarianism's first principle and 
bask in the sunshine of their warm fellowship? If not, 
why. not? What about racists, murderers, and.robbers? 
How far does.the.first principle of Unitarianism go? 
· Unitarianism· is. the epitome of humanism. They 
worship and serve the .creature rather than the Cre-
ator. Alas! Alas! · 

lfltla1 
0 John Kass (Chicago Tribune, July 1, '99) says, 

"About 100 doctors and scientists have signed a 
statement from the Center for Bioethics and Human 
Dignity opposing embryonic and fetal stem cell re
search, which uses aboned children and viable fertil
ized embryos to . develop cures. for some diseases 
such as Parkinson's and Alzheimer's." 

The United States govern.ment presendy sup
ports the practice of using the mortal remains of un
born.babies to promote ·stem-c~ll. research. Ameri
cans may not be aware that this is how some of their 
tax dollars are being used. 

Doctors who signed the document say it is 
wrong, and there are other means to grow the cells 
to attack brain diseases. 



Compllfen 
0 Bob Greene (A 21" Century idea for schools; 

log off and learn~ Chicago Tribune~ July 7, '99) 
wrote: "Computers are like television- they're fun, 
they're hypnotic. Try to get a child to read a book, 
or participate in a cogent discussion, when a TV set 
is on or a computer screen is glowing. 

Barbara Means says, "I've seen kids spending a 
whole period illustrating a color cover of a report 
pixel by pixel, when they haven't even done there
port yet." 

loltl or lloltl 
0 Gambling belongs, with smoking and drink

ing, to the category of abusable diversions. Millions 
lose their money and health by their indulgence. Why 
should a government take an interest in gambling? 

The gambler believes he will get rich quick. The 
gambling industry is a living lie about wealth creation. 
When the state becomes a sponsor of gambling, as in 
lotteries, it becomes a peddler of illusions. The gov
ernment should never be a shill. 

Soldiers 
0 A British-army recruiting ad depicts a woman 

cowering in a bombed-out building. The text reads, 
"She's just been raped by soldiers. The same soldiers 
murdered her husband, The last thing she wants to see 
is another soldier. Unless that soldier is a woman." 

A representative of the U.N. Division for the Ad
vancement of Women calls for a "critical mass" of 
women in all future peacekeeping operations, as 80 
percent of refugees in need of comfort and care are 
women. All of this is a welcome return to the tradi
tional role of women in the military. They were called 
nurses (Source: National Review, July 12, '99). 

lulogy •• file Bible 
Cl Many years ago I entered the wonderful 

temple of God's Revelation. I walked into the portico 
of Genesis and down through the Old Testament Art 
Galery where the pictures of Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, and 
Daniel hung on the wall. 

I entered the Music room of the Psalms where 
the spirit swept the keyboard of nature and brought 
forth the grand impassioned strains of Isaiah until it 
seemed that every reed in God's organ of nature re
sponded to the tuneful touch of David, the sweet 
singer of Israel. 

I entered the chapel room of Ecclesiastes where 
the voice of the preacher was heard, and passed into 

the conservatory of Sharon where the Lily of the 
Valley's sweet-scented spices filled and perfumed my 
life. 

I entered the business room of the prophets and 
saw many telescopes of various sizes, some pointing 
to far off events, but all concentrated upon the Bright 
and Morning Star, which was to rise over the moon
lit hills of Judea for our salvation. 

I entered the audience room of the King of Kings 
and caught a vision of the Lord of Glory from the 
standpoint of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. I en
tered the Acts of Aposdes where the Holy Spirit was 
doing his office work in the formation of the church; 
passed into the correspondence room where Paul, 
Peter, James, Jude, and John were penning their 
episdes. 

I stepped into the throne room of Revelation, 
where all lowered into glittering peaks, and I got a 
glimpse of the King seated on his throne in all his 
glory, arid I cried: "All hail the power of Jesus' name! 
Let angels prostrate fall! Bring forth the royal diadem 
and crown him Lord of all! (Author unknown). Fp 
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Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Q Did the Holy Spirit fall on the hundred and 
twenty the same as it did on the twelve apostles 

on the day of Pentecost? 

ANo. The meeting in which the hundred and 
twenty disciples assembled was not at the same 

time, and most likely not at the same place as that 
where the apostles were assembled on the day of 
Pentecost when they were baptized in the Holy 
Spirit. It is clear that the meeting mentioned in Acts 
1:12-15, occurred several days before Pentecost
in the interval between the ascension of the Lord, 
and the events of Acts 2. It was fifty days from 
the Passover to Pentecost. Jesus was with the dis
ciples for a period of forty days following his resur
rection (Acts 1:3). Thus, ten days intervened be
tween his ascension and Pentecost. The meeting of 
the hundred and twenty occurred during this pe
riod. This is obvious from the fact that in this meet
ing Matthias was selected to take the place of Judas; 
and this selection had already been made before the 
day of Pentecost. 

Where the hundred and twenty met, is not indi
cated; it is very possible that it occurred in the 
"upper chamber," where the disciples met immedi
ately following the Lord's ascension, and their re
turn to the city. There were regular meetings with 
godly women present during this period (Acts 1:14). 
If it were not in the upper chamber, there is no
thing in the text or context to identify their place 
of meeting as that where the apostles were as
sembled in Acts 2: lff. On the contrary, the man
ner in which reference is made to the meeting of the 
apostles, "in one place," appears to distinguish it 
from the "place" where earlier meetings of the dis
ciples occurred. 

Moreover, the antecedent of the pronoun "they" 
in Acts 2:1, is not the hundred and twenty of Acts 
1:15, but "the eleven apostles" in Acts 1:26. Thus, 
only the apostles "were all together in one place." 
Only the apostles "were filled with the Holy Spirit, 
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and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance." (Acts 2:1, 4.) 

The allegation that others were in the building 
where the_ apostles were assembled and that while 
only the apostles received the baptism of the Spirit, 
others received a measure of the Spirit of less degree, 
is utterly groundless. (1) Only the apostles were in 
the room when these events began. Others came 
only after the baptism had occurred. (2) It was the 
"sound" of the Spirit's coming which filled "all the 
house where they (the apostles) were sitting," not 
the Holy Spirit. Only the apostles were baptized in 
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 

The apostles were "filled" with the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:4). This filling was figurative, not literal; and 
it refers to the endowment of power which was 
theirs, and not to a literal infusion of the Spirit. A 
few days later, following the memorable Pentecost 
day, the apostles were again "filled" with the Holy 
Spirit. If the filling was literal, had they lost their 
earlier reception? And, if the filling was literal and 
was the baptism of the Spirit, were they again bap
tized in the Holy Spirit on the occasion described 
in Acts 4:23-31? Thoughtfu l people will surely per
ceive that the pouring out of the Spirit, the filli ng of 
the Spirit and the baptism of the Spirit designated 
the bestowal of power upon the apostles by the 
Spirit and that the terms used are metaphorical, and 
not literal representations of what occurred. It is 
vital to remember in any proper study of the work 
and influence of the Holy Spirit that the measures 
of the Spirit were measures of amounts of power 
which the Spirit exercised through those endowed, 
and not literal affusions of the essence of deity- the 
Spirit. The Spirit is a Person - not merely an influ
ence. The influence which the Spirit wields today 
is solely through means - the Word of God which 
he (the Spirit) gave us. 

Questions and Answers 
Freed-Hardeman College Lectures, pp. 50-51 

Fp 
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- Nonhport Church of Christ, 2700 44m Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 

Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy min. 276-2946 

-Nebraska-
Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com - email. 

36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
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553-0546. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

oo .. o Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Plantation- Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) -Arizona-

Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 977-7556, Jack Titde, minister. 
p.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 

Sarasota - Midway, 7226 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. ..... 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-

-Ohio-
Dayton -Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. josh Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Miller, preacher. Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma- Sevicrviiie- Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 Roanoke Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax (817) 491-2388 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, <423) 453•8915• John B. Daniels, preacher Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. _Texas_ 1910GraeberRd. 77471 (281)341-7776.Sun.9, 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 

- Pennsylvania -
Pottstown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 Rigo Arguera, preachen. (Services in English and 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422·2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, Spanish.) -
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -

-Bumet-BumetChurchofChrist,2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central Texas Lectureship -Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go S.S mi. w on Hwy. 105 to 
Sapp Rd.). Sun.10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Cody Damron, preacher. ·-Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, F 77094 (281) 492 1219 S 9 10 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. Katy wy. • • • un. ' 

Ch I 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., ares 
Cochran, preacher. -
Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. _ 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. -Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751· 
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. -Mt. Juliet -The Vdlages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 .p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Hunt- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. .. -

IOein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 7"1377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. -Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. -Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. -Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Rrm Foundation reserves the right to accept· . 
or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. · 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Rrm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The . 
Rrm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising~ The cost for this Is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-41nches, $10 for 1·2. 
Inches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank youl 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430.0069 
(888) 367-6216(to// free) • fax (~09) 553-3721 •JprophetOrepubllc.net 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 --Virginia-
Christiansburg- Eastside Church of C&rist, 200 
Houchins, 1·81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcoclc, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e· 
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Qn~stions 
··and 

AnSw-ers 
Op~nForum 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an~ 
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked· · 
during the Open Forum at the Freed· . 
Hardeman Lectures. For more than tw~ 
deca~es he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period. · 
In the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions Involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pagss 
$14.95 

$3.10 shipping and handling 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seelclng preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, iprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All aSds must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachen Needed 
Conservative Congregation seeking evangelist for 
quasi-mission area in west central Indiana. We 
are a congregation of about 60. Good opportunity 
to build on a foundation all ready laid to reach the 
lost. Must be strong in the pulpit and able to 
provide leadership in establishing programs. Please 
Call K. EDmore, chairman, at (765) 7~3-2387 

Small congregation (about 35 members) in north 
central Florida is looking for a preacher. Will supply 
modern 3-bedroom house plus utilities and small 
salary. Interlachen Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
1884, Interlachen, FL 32148. (904) 684-2824. 

FulJ.Iime, c:xperienced.conservative preacher wanted 
for small (25 +) congregation in Louisville, Miss. 
Providing partial support would be helpful. Ideal 
for the retired who wishes to continue in God's 
work. Will consider those interested in part-time 
work. Please send r6sum6 to P.O. Box 427, 
Louisville, MS 39339. (601) .677-3878. · · 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying and 
spreading Christ's ·teachings while providing for 
the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0100 

The Church of Christ meeting a' 4th 8c Bois d'Arc, 
is currently looking for an experienced minister. 
Please mail r6sum6, audio tape 8c references: Attn. 
Leo Elliott, P.O. Box 1332, Pecos, TX 79772. E
mail lelliott@untravision.net. Phone day 1-800-
588-5131 or fax, night .1-915-445-9333. 

Congregation of approx. 475 members ·desires to 
· locate a pulpit minister keenly interested in spiritual Full-time conservative preacher wanted for small 

(35+) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL. 
·and numerical growth of the Lord's church. Desire (approx. 20 mi. &om .Panama City. w•n need to 
· ~ m:m wh~ ~ P.resent the m~ge of ~e scriptures provide partial support. Ideal for the retired who 
m Its punty to both members and nonmembers . . . , . . 
rk M be d · --t. d cal 11 WJShes to conunue 1n Gods work. W11l constder 

. a 1 e. ust a ynamt~ s~~er ~ app to ~ those interested in part-time work. Please send 
. age groups. Must be Interested 1n community _~._ .1. d t ta t 8004 AI b A 

each d k~ · th· ·. b rsh' . . rgum~ an recen pe o a ama ve., 
· outr . an .yror to mouva~ ~ mem e 1P to . Port St. J FL 32456 or call (850) 647-3525 
accomplish this goal. Send r6sum6 and sermon tape . afte 7 oe, ' . 
to Elders, M~z:n~rial Parkway Church of Christ, · __ r_p_._m.---------'------

. 3703 Memorial Parkway, NW, Huntsville, AL :Preacher wanted. College Hill Church of Christ, 
35810, (256) 852-3801. Gunter, TX, is searching for a pulpit minister, to 

Miriister needed for the Birdwell Lane Church of relocate to Gunter. House furnished. Good schools. 
Christ in Big Spring, Texas. A conservative ·Send resume to Troyce Haker, P.O. Box ?• Gunter, 

. congregation of about 150 with strong and caring 'TX 75058 or call Charles Graham, wkdays 

.leadership. Looking for a family man who is strong . (214)369-4372, evenings (903) 893-4938. 
on Bible teaching skills and personable in relating · ----------------

.to all ages. Desire and ability to work with our Preachers Available 
youth as well would be a plus~·Piease send·r6sum6 
and sermon tape to: Birdwell Un'e Church of · Preacher with 20 yrs. experience looking for full
Christ; P.O. Box 2094, Big Spring, TX 79721. E- time work. Dan Gannon, Rt. 1, Box 168C, Purdon, 
mail: rtedford@xroadstx.com · TX 76679. (903) 673·2236. 

Commentaries by Guy N. Woods 
John •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $14.89 
JBDies •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14.98 
1, 2 Peter, John, Jude ••••••••••••••••••• 14.99 

$3.00 shipping for one book . 
add .50/ea for additional books • . · 

Firm Foundation •.P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 1-800.572-3819 

For Sale 
Debunking ]ehmlah's Witnesses is now available, 
in its second printing. $6.00 postpaid. The 
discussion is between J. L Davidson, Christian, 
and Ross Yerkes, Jehovah's Witness. When the 
witnesses come to your door, show them the title 
of this book, and they will retreat. Order &om J. 
L Davidson, 13832 Bert Brown Rd., Conroe, Texas 
77302. 

New book for sale: &eldng Spiritual Strength. 
Focus on Christian living. Designed for Bible classes. 
$11.50 for one copy. Discounts on quantity orders. 
John Hobbs, 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606. 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For &ee list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books • The Lord's Church· 
Past, Present, Future-(1999) $15.00, The Godhead 
(1998) $15.00, Dangerous 'Isms (1997) $14.50. 
Write or call for list of others. Most boob available 
on CD. Order &om Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping 8c handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Church Bulletins Bound - · $25.00. Please call 
Winnco 1-800-494-6626 or visit our web page 
http://winnco.homepage.com/binding.html 

Miscellaneous 
Russian-English translator-guide available for work 
'in Ukraine, Russia, and former Soviet States. 
Business or missions of the church of Christ. 30+, 
Christian, married man. Capable, trustworthy, 
amiable, travels light. Ruslan will meet you there. 
256-259-5106 or jyoung@maill.scottsboro.org 

Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, G~ 30032 (404) 299-1475 • 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Coming to Branson? Stay with Christians at 
Expressway Inn. Harold and Glenda Wilson, 
owners. 1-800-688-3682. 

Fine Linen 
by Nelda. Clark 

-Ladies class studies-

$4.00 
plus $2.25 s&h for one book 

add .25 for each additional book 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

1-BOD-572-3619 
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~UI ro~ai/oO/e 
fiom- !TWo g-~ 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. on CD-ROM 
......................... $1·49.95 

• Contains all 14 of his books 
• Referenees from King James Bible 
• Articles by him from 

• Gospel Advocate 
• Gospel Guardian 
• Bible Banner 
• Torch 

Audio CasseHe Sermon Album 
Vol. 1-4 by Foy E. Wallace -Jr. 
• 4-volume set (16 tapes) .................................. $59.95 
• Each volume sold separately (4 tapes) .•••.•••..•• 15.95 

Books available by Foy E. Wallace -Jr. 

• The One Book ................................................. $24.95 

• God's Prophetic Word ...................................... 18.95 

• The Book of Revelation .................................... 18.95 

• The Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit ••••••• 9.95 

• The Gospel for Today ....................................... 29.95 

• An Evaluation of the New International Version 
.•••.••..•.••••..•••••.••..••.........•.•••.....•••••••• 8.95 

• The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
••••.•.•........••.•.•..•••••...•.•..••.•••..•••••••••.. 8.95 

• Current Issues .................................................... 4.95 

• Commentary/Romans, Galatians, Ephesians •• 20.95 

Order from 
Firm Foundation • 1-800.572-3819 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
September 1999 

Address service requested. 

BosW'ell-Hardentan 
Discussion 

on 
Instrumental Music in the Worship 

conducted In the Ryman Auditorium 
Nashville, Tennessee 

May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Hardback • 239 pages 

$11.95 
plus $2.75 shipping and handling 

Bellview Lectureship Books 
edited by Michael Hatcher 

Christian Fellowship •••••••••••••••• $14.00 
Leadership .................................. 14.00 
Preaching God Demands ••••••••••• 14.00 

edited by Bobby Liddell 

In Hope of Eternal Life ••••••••••••••• 14.00 

Southwest Bible Lectures Books 
edited by Gary Colley 

Music In New Testament Worship ••••••••• $15.00 
Precious Bible, Book Divine ••••••••••••••••••••• 15.00 
The Churches of Chrlst Salute You ••••••••• 15.00 
Be at Peace Among Yourselves ••••••••••••••• 15.00 

$3.50 shipping and handling per book 
add so; for each additional book ordered' 

Order from 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
1-IG0-572-3619 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Dallas, TX 
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Fighting Fair and Foul 
By W. E. Brightwell 

(The following article flowed from the potent pen ofW. E. Brightwell and was printed in the Sept. 1, 1938, 
issue of the Gospel Advocate. Brightwell, who was a brother-in-law to Foy E. Wallace Jr., gives sage advice that 
is as valuable now as when first printed.) 

Sometimes we wonder and wonder how it is hu
manly possible for all of us to be so human! 
R.L. Whiteside recently remarked: "This is a 

funny world, and it is getting more like itself every 
day." 

Brother A criticizes Brother B; charges him with 
being illogical, and proves it! Brother B criticizes 
Brother A; charges him with being illogical, and 
proves it! Brother C criticizes both A and B for being 
critical of each other, for dragging their differences 
into the religious press. With blistering invective he 
scores those who would show such a devilish spirit as 
to criticize their brother. But if I adopt the suggestion 
of Brother C, I cannot publish the suggestion of 
Brother C, for he wants me to publish a bitter criti
cism against publishing bitter criticism! He thinks 
there are certain things that should not be said in the 
papers, and proceeds to sarcastically enumerate 
"them" one by one, so that we may all know, through 
the paper, just what ought not to be said in the paper. 

Then Brother D becomes disgusted and flings his 
paper across the room. "They are all alike," says 
Brother D. "There is nothing in the papers these 
days but yipping, yapping, and yowling. One is as 
near right as the other, for they are all wrong!" The 

common denominator of A, B, C, D, and all the rest 
down to and including Z is this: they are all human! 

The Human Element 

Paul wrote: "Therefore thou art inexcusable, 0 man, 
whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou 
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou 
that judgest doest the same things." They usually do 
it in the same sermon or article that the judging is 
done. He was also divinely accurate when he said a 
little further on in the same letter: "For there is no 
difference: for all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God." (Rom. 2:1; 3 :22-23.) 

Brother D errs if he becomes discouraged and re
jects all arguments on the ground that all that argue 
are often illogical in their reasoning. That has nothing 
to do with the truth. The truth is a fixed goal. Let men 
reach it as best they can. What if their ladder has some 
broken rungs, if they arrive at the truth they have 
reached the right destination. The weakness of men's 
power to reason does not alter the truth. But when we 
come to the human element, there is no difference. I 
can count up the mistakes of my enemies (?), and run 
up the errors of my friends; I can check the two rows 
of figures, and they balance nicely. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Milk and Meat 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Growing up is a painful process. Some 
people spend their entire lives at the 
breast. Solid food makes them sick. 

Their lips are wet with milk, and they are moist 
behind the ears. They coo, gurgle, and make 
other adorable sounds, but are always infants. 
Babies, in the spiritual family of God, who 
refuse to mature are a monstrosity. To be for
ever a child is cute but irresponsible. 
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The Bible castigates those who do not grow spiritually because 

their failure to develop is ~hosen. They decide to be immature. 
They elect to be babbling babies. 

For when by reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
have need again that some one teach you the rudiments of the 
first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as 
have need of milk, and not of solid food. For every one that 
partaketh of milk is without experience of the word of righ
teousness; for he is a babe. But solid food is for fullgrown men, 
even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to 
discern good and evil (Heb. 5:12-14). 

Brethren, be not children in mind: yet in malice be ye babes, 
but in mind be men (1 Cor. 14:20). 

Refusal to grow is shameful. It may not be a sin but it is vulgar 
and inferior and often leads to sin. To reject spiritual adulthood 
implies poor judgment and lack of soundness. Paul rebuked those 
who allowed themselves by their own volition to be forever 
trapped in spiritual infancy. 

The strange thing about this baby-mentality is that it seeks to 
impose its strictures on everyone else. It says, in effect, "I'm a 
baby, so you have to be a baby, too. If you will not be a baby with 
me, then I will spit up on you, and it will be sour milk., 

The statement in the book of Hebrews is irony, calculated to 
shame those children of God who should have grown but were 
still feeding on milk. The writer calls them to conviction and 
boldness in agreement with their experience and hope. It appears 
they were guilty of a recent regression to infancy. It threatened 
their integrity. 

The new covenant tells us to grow. No one can be truly God-
fearing who does not obey this command. 

Wherefore leaving the doctrine of the first principles of Christ, 
let us press on unto perfection; not laying again a foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the 
teaching of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and Qf resurrec
tion of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this will we do, if 
God permit (Heb. 6:1-3). 



Forsaking first principles is dangerous and is not required. 
The rudiments of the gospel are the firm foundation upon which 
we build. We must never leave the basics. A superstructure with
out a sure foundation will fall, and faith without a solid base will 
falter. 

To abandon the first principles of the gospel is liberalism gone 
to seed. It is the mark of Cain and the doctrine of Balaam. The 
writer lists "repentance . . . faith . . . baptisms . . . resurrection ..• 
eternal judgment," . . • and says we should leave these things. 
Leave the doctrine of baptisms? . 

When the writer urges us to leave elementary Christian teach
ing, he is not telling us to give up or renounce dearly held basic 
truths, but is saying we must grow beyond those fundamental 
principles. We do not remove or alter the basics, but build on 
them. You cannot develop an enduring house on an unsure foun
dation. The rudiments must rest, unmoving, on bedrock. 

We must never, never abandon New Testament teaching on 
the one church, one faith, one baptism, and one hope. Basic teach
ing must not be rejected or modified, but neither should we stop 
at the threshold, lest we find ourselves like the little boy who fell 
out of bed because, he said, "I went to sleep too near where I got 
in." 

The writer of Hebrews did not consider babyhood to be un
avoidable or permanent. He begins his exhortation with "there
fore" because he is about to carry them forward into the deeper 
waters of a better and more perfect understanding. His obvious 
expectation was that they would build upon "the doctrine of the 
first principles of Christ." 

Saints must grow and develop. To refuse maturity is to consign 
oneself to an unripe and unpolished state - "a cake not turned" 
or half-baked. 

The first principles of Christ's doctrine are plain and evident 
to the mind of him who "wills to do the will of God" ijohn 7:17). 
The conditions upon which God is willing to extend his favor and 
grant forgiveness of sins are as clear and bright as the sun at high 
noon on an unclouded day. Old Testament prophecy requires ex
planation (Luke 24:32; Acts 8:32-35). The New Testament com
mands for salvation are not esoteric, but are for the entire world. 
The mystery is now revealed. 

The requirements are simple and the guileless can easily grasp 
them. Faith based on the Word of God is the starting point (Rom. 
10:17; Heb. 11:6). Saving faith obeys the commands to repent, 
confess Jesus as Lord, and be baptized unto the remission of sins 
and can be readily understood ijames 2:14-26; Acts 17:30; Rom. 
10:9-10; Acts 2:38). 

The teaching of the new covenant on how the saved person is 
to live to stay saved is equally clear (Gal. 5: 19-26). The conditions 
and stipulations of the corporate worship of the church, of private 
devotionals, of constant service are also free from obstructions -
open and plain. 

Some seem to think that the law of Christ is as complicated as 
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and the credentials. Your congregation would be well 
served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at 
your earliest convenience. •-Ralph Casey, song leader, 
Georgia 

)l "We had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to 
assist us in our congregational singing. We have asked 
him back to conduct both a singing school and gospel meet
Ing. Excell entl" - Carl Garner, gospel preacher, 
Dripping Springs, Texas 

)I "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously 
been received throughout the brotherhood with much en
thusiasm. I recommend this singing school very highly!"
Emanuel Daugherty, Director, West VIrginia School of 
Preaching, Moundsville, WV 

To schedule your singing school write 
P.O. Box 985 • Moundsville, WV 26041 

October 1999 
Firm Foundation 

the IRS code, and as hard to follow as some instruc
tions on how to assemble a toy, or run a computer. 
This is a mistaken idea. God always makes his com
mands easy. 

Still, there is advanced teaching in the Bible. 
Some of it is so profound that even the brightest 
mind can study it for a lifetime and not plumb its 
depths. It is an unending challenge. There will be 
various levels of understanding. Since this is not in 
the arena of commands but in the field of maturity, 
the advanced must not disdain the beginner, and 
those on the elementary level must not condemn the 
informed. 

Saints are admonished to "grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." 
Such development is necessary to avoid the ever 
present danger of being carried "away with the er
ror of the wicked" and falling "from your own 
steadfastness" (2 Pet. 3:17-18). 

The rudiments of the gospel, which the New 
King James Version calls "the elementary prin
ciples," are too plain to be missed, and a failure to 
understand and obey these commands is inexcus
able. It shows rebellious perversity or a willful re
fusal. Isaiah warned, in the name of God, that such 
people "honoreth me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from me. But in vain do they worship me, 
Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men." 
Some are blind because they have closed their eyes. 
Some are deaf because they have made their ears dull 
of hearing. Some disobey because they have hard
ened their hearts. 

For this people's heart is waxed gross, And their 
ears are dull of hearing, And their eyes they 
have closed; Lest haply they should perceive 
with their eyes, And hear with their ears, And 
understand with their heart, And should turn 
again, And I should heal them (Matt. 13:15). 

The command of Hebrews 6:1-2 and 2 Peter 
3:17-18 is addressed to the saved of the earth. They 
are told not to go over and over and over and over 
the basics of the faith, but to penetrate beyond the 
shoreline and into the deep. Some teaching of the 
Bible is "hard of interpretation" (Heb. 5: 12). 

[E]ven as our beloved brother Paul also, accord
ing to the wisdom given to him, wrote unto you; 
as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of 
these things; wherein are some things hard to be 
understood, which the ignorant and unstedfast 
wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto 
their own destruction (2 Pet. 3: 15-16). 

Please note that, according to Peter, those who 
refuse to grow in knowledge wind up "ignorant and 



unstedfast" troublemakers. Such behavior is not in
nocence but sin. w; need to watch our step lest we 
be found railing against someone for growing in the 
knowledge and manhood of Christ. It is incongruous . 
for those who are still feeding on milk to make light 
of those who are able to eat solid food and it is un
loving and unnatural for those who feed on the meat 
of the word to hold the babies in contempt. 

I fed you with milk, not with meat; for ye were 
not yet able to bear it: nay, not even now are ye 
able; for ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is 
among you jealousy and strife, are ye not carnal, 
and do ye not walk after the manner of men? 
For when one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I 
am of Apollos; are ye not men? What then is 

Fighting Fair and Foul 
(continued from page 1) 

There is no difference between· classes as to hon
esty, spirit, purpose, and intent of heart. There is no 
essential distinction when it comes to logic and con
sistency. They are all human and subject to the same 
emotions and the same mistakes. The human ele
ment makes all men equal. The generality of man
kind in general is disposed to take advantage of, and 
be more or less unfair toward, the generality of man
kind in general - which statement gets us approxi
mately nowhere, and that is the usual destination of 
the generality of mankind in general! 

If any are so lacking in understanding that they 
think their side is wholly right and the other side 
wholly wrong, in the human element involved, they 
are blind and cannot see afar off and have forgotten 
that human nature hath not been thoroughly purged 
of its old sins. 

The Truth Element: It is not a question of "who," 
but "what." Only the truth can lift men above. the 
weaknesses of human nature. It is a long process and 
never fully accomplished in this life. In the struggle 
upward there is only one issue worthy of our consid
eration - truth! 

It is high time we learned how to fight, for the 
Christian life is a warfare. We have friction, if not 
faction, in our ranks. Some brethren are as mad as 
the proverbial wet hen. It is a shame the way that 
some brethren feel toward each other. It is a disgrace 
the methods some are employing to defeat one an
other. And the saddest thing about it, possibly, is that 
we take such a small view of the situation. We are 

Apollos? and what is Paul? Ministers through 
whom ye believed; and each as the Lord gave to 
him. I planted, Apollos watered; but God gave 
the increase. So then neither is he that planteth 
anything, neither he that watereth; but God that 
giveth the increase. Now he that planteth and he 
that watereth are one: but each shall receive his 
own reward according to his own labor. For we 
are God's fellow-workers: ye are God's hus
bandry, God's building (1 Cor. 3:2-9). 

This is not a claim of profound knowledge nor 
an attempt to belittle others, but it is a sincere plea 
for us to join hands and "grow in grace and knowl
edge," which requires being willing to study and to 
think. P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 772690192 
!): 

most alarmed about the unimportant features. Some 
of us seem most concerned about saving the party! 

The shame of the way some feel is not because 
the feeling is directed at their so-called brethren, but 
that it is inconsistent with truth! The disgrace is not 
in the fact that they are seeking to defeat brethren, 
but that the methods employed are unworthy of the 
truth. "But," says one, "we are fighting each other 
instead of training our guns upon the common en
emy." Who is the common enemy? What do person
alities have to do with this fight for truth? We are 
not fighting men, we are not fighting for men; we 
are fighting for truth, or else we had better give up 
the fight. 

Did it make any difference with Jesus who might 
be standing in the way when he spoke the truth? He 
said that he did not speak of himself. "I do nothing of 
myself; but as my Father hath taught me~ I speak these 
things . ••• The Father which sent me~ he gave me a com
mandment~ what I should say~ and what I should 
speak. ••. The words that I speak unto you I speak not 
of myself but the Father that dwelleth in me~ he doeth 
the works." ijohn 8:28; 12:49; 14:10.) He said that 
he did always those things that please the Father. That 
should be our motive. Truth is a matter between our 
God and us, not between men and us. 

There are cases of non-conversion recorded. 
Christ was not always successful, as men count suc
cess. The rich young ruler went away sorrowful. It 
was a blow to his disciples, but Jesus was not dis
couraged. He doubdess condemned the Jewish lead-
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ers with their followers in mind. Some of the latter 
might be saved. He spoke what was needed to be 
said, what the Father commanded him to speak. We 
cannot affirm with confidence that utility· ~was a rul
ing factor - that he always said what was best for 
one immediately. There are too many factors about 
which we are ignorant. Was it good for Peter? or for 
the church then? or for future generations that Paul 
rebuke him? Did it work out better in the ultimate 
consequences of the case that Stephen defy the Jew
ish mob and be stoned? One thing stands out as ob
vious: personalities had nothing to do with what and 
when and how Jesus spoke. 

Purely Impersonal: Our fighting should be 
strictly impersonal. We should speak without any re
gard to who may or may not be standing in the way 
of the truth. Whether we call names or do not call 
names, it should be purely impersonal. Some call 
names, while others draw pictures. I have done both, 
so I can speak freely. We will not debate the local 
method. Back of the fight, in the heart, in the mo
tive, the spirit should be impersonal. 
' We should do nothing for spite, or through ven

geance, for the truth for which we fight condemns it. 
If we resort to political methods to win our point, 

we are murdering the truth for which we pretend to 
fight. There is nothing more foreign to the truth of 
God than the disposition to adopt political methods. 
The person who can find it in his heart to play politics 
in religion should have the decency to disassociate 
himself with the truth until he is converted. His ef
forts will destroy the truth, not promote it. 

He who would resort to force is fighting against 
the truth; and there are more kinds of force than 
mere physical force. 

Seeking to down somebody, to weaken his influ
ence, or damage his reputation is in principle resort
ing to force. To state accurately what one teaches, 
and condemn what is false in that teaching, is not 
damaging; or if it is, the damage is self-inflicted. 
Their teaching and their practice must judge men. 
But to harbor the desire to damage some one -
brother or no brother - is foreign to the truth for 
which a Christian is called to fight. 

To seek by direct or indirect .means to cause 
physical, financial, or social discomfort or inconve
nience to any person, brother or not, is not the func
tion of a soldier of the cross. To seek to get some 
brother fired because he differs with me is the same 
in principle as burning heretics at the stake. 

To attack one's teaching is fair. It is not his own. 
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When he utters it, it becomes public. And he has no 
commission to teach error. But to magnify human 
weaknesses is unfair. I am not obligated to call one 
to preach who teaches error or condones the teach
ing of error. I am not called upon to ignore or cover 
up facts,. but to deliberately seek to injure one be
cause he is on the other side of some is5ue is neither 
fair nor honorable. 

If one can speak the truth with such force that 
the truth seems to dictate to others, to influence 
their actions, happy is he as a good medium of the 
truth. But to seek by any other means than the force 
of preaching the truth to influence men savors of the 
principle of blackmail. 

"But he is trying to tear down the very things 
that I am seeking to build up." Yes, that may be true, 
but he has a perfect right to do so. If the things I am 
trying to build up cannot withstand the assault of his 
criticism, they probably should be destroyed. The 
end does not justify the means; neither will such 
means produce any real spiritual end. 

"The cause would be served if ~s brother were 
put out of the way," somebody offers as an excuse 
for his personal opposition. Very well, if I can defeat 
him with the truth, for the truth's sake, in a fair 
fight, let it come. I have no orders to defeat anybody 
or promote anybody. 

I am to contend earnesdy for the truth. If that 
defeats anybody, the responsibility is upon the one 
who commanded me to go and preach the truth. But 
to take it upon myself to use God's truth as a means 
of accomplishing personal ends is repugnant to the 
truth. Although my methods are more refined than 
those of earlier centuries and my persecutions be 
petty as compared with theirs, I am resorting to 
force and laying myself bare to. the wrath of a God 
who jusdy hates pretenders. 
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(Brother McCord in transmitting the following article wrote in an accompanying letter, "I am glad you are 
publishing articles from old-timers. Enclosed is one from this "has-been." Someone encouraged me by saying 
that a has-been is better than a never-was. Well, brother McCord, you are no has-been - you are a present
power whose thinking and writing is always fresh and potent. Brother McCord continued, "As admirable as is 
the work of the 19m century restoration leaders, our focus, as you well know, must go all the way back to the 
New Testament." Amen and amen! Our brother then says he is sending one of his old articles for reprint in this 
journal. We are glad to have it and pleased to reproduce it. It is educational and worthy of consideration.) 

Loyalty to Christ or to the Restoration? 
By Hugo McCord 

The wording of the subject of this lecture stirs 
many a memory. It is an invitation for serious 
students of God's Word to make self-apprais

als as to the foundation of their religion. What is 
loyalty to Christ? Are loyalty to Christ and loyalty to 
the Restoration the same thing? 

lhe 01• Coveaaat an• lestoratlo• 
For the purpose for which God gave it, the old cov
enant with the Israelites made at Mt. Sinai was per
fect (Psa. 19: 7), not by humans to be added to nor 
subtracted from (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; cf. 2 Chron. 
29:25). Any departures from it were sinful, andre
pentance demanded a restoration back to the origi
nal teaching. 

Circumcision: The mandate on circumcision (a 
carryover from the covenant with Abraham, Gen. 
17:14) was at one time neglected for 40 years. For 
some reason not a child was circumcised who was 
hom in the wilderness wandering. Immediately on 
the Israelites' entrance into the land of promise God 
ordered that the error be corrected: "At that time Je
hovah said unto Joshua, Make thee knives of flint, 
and circumcise again the children of Israel" Oosh. 
5 :2). When a restoration to the original order had 
been effected, then "Jehovah said unto Joshua, This 
day have I rolled away the reproach" Oosh. 5:9). 

Carrying the Ark: The sacred Ark of the Cov
enant, according to the original instruction, was 
never to be touched (Num. 4:15). Rings were at
tached through which poles were placed that the 
Levites might lift the ark (Ex. 37:~). When David 
had sinned in having the ark moved on a new ox 
cart, he repented, admitted his wrong, and restored 
the pattern God had prescribed. When he called the 
Levi~es to their task, he explained to them: "Because 

ye bear it not at the fust, Jehovah our God made a 
breach upon us, for that we sought him not accord
ing to the ordinance" (1 Chron. 15:13). 

The Passover: The Passover feast, according to the 
divine ordinance (Ex. 12:17-18), was to be observed 
annually. Sometimes, however, it was neglected. On 
one occasion, the good king Hezekiah, seeing a lapse 
in the sacred service, restored the feast, for the people 
"had not kept it of a long time in such sort as it was 
written" (2 Chron. 30:5). The restored celebration 
caused "great joy in Jerusalem; for since the time of 
Solomon [nearly 200 years before] .•• there was not 
the like in Jerusalem" (2 Chron. 30:26). 

The Feast of Tabernacles: In 458 B.C. Ezra, a 
scribe and a Bible reading man (Ezra 7:1 0), led exiles 
from Babylon to Jerusalem. Through his teaching, the 
people "found written in the law, how that Jehovah 
had commanded Moses that the children of Israel 
should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh 
month" (Neh. 8:14). The result was that "all the as
sembly of them that were come again out of the cap
tivity made booths, and dwelt in the booths: for since 
the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had 
not the children of Israel done so" (Neb. 8:17). 

Loving One's Neighbor: The Law of Moses com
manded love for neighbor as self (Lev. 19:18). But in 
the 8th century B.C. Isaiah saw artificial fasting and 
coldness of heart among his people. While they 
sought after the Lord daily (there was much "church 
going"), they engaged in "strife and contention" and 
carried "the fist of wickedness" (58:2-4). Isaiah 
called each Jew to be a "repairer of the breach, the 
restorer of paths" (v. 12). The moral restoration as 
described by God's prophet meant "to deal thy 
bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor 
that are cast out to thy house," and "when thou seest 
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the naked, that thou cover him" (v. 7). Such a moral 
restoration, promised Isaiah, would mean that "thy 
righteousness shall go before thee" and that "the 
glory of Jehovah shall be thy rearward" (v. 8). 

Love of Jehovah and Moral Purity: Restorations, 
since Satan is ever busy, have to be repeated. A hun
dred years after Isaiah's strong preaching, Jeremiah 
had to proclaim the same principles. This was true 
because there were as many gods in Judah as cities 
(11: 13 ), and they assembled in troops at the harlots' 
houses (5 :7). To Jeremiah's soul-saving preaching of 
a return to "the old paths" (6:16), they brazenly re
plied, "We will not walk therein." They wanted no 
part of a restoration. 

The New Covenant Is a Restoratlo11 
When Zedekiah was deposed by Nebuchadnezzar in 
586 B.C., David's dynasty physically was never to be 
again. From then until the day of Pentecost after 
David's son had ascended on high, David's kingdom 
(likened to a booth, a tabernacle, a tent, Amos 9: 11) 
lay on the ground, torn and tattered. As an advance 
man for that tent's repair and restoration, John the 
Immerser came as a restorer (Matt. 17: 11 ), a re
storer of hearts (Mal. 4:6; Matt. 3:8). In a way not 
understood by the apostles (Acts 1:6), the kingdom 
of David was restored when David's son was raised 
up to sit on David's throne in heaven (Acts 2:29-36). 

The "time of reformation" (Heb. 9:10) would be 
from the day of Pentecost until the Second Coming. 
The "new covenant with the house of Israel and with 
the house of Judah" (Heb. 8:8) turns out to be a res
toration, with its newness being its spirituality. Not 
physical, but spiritual Israel has been restored (Matt. 
19:28; Gal. 6: 16; Phil. 3:3; James 1:1). 

Departures and Restoratlo11 
As the Israelites corrupted the Lord's pattern, requir
ing restoration after restoration, so Christians time 
and again have departed from the new covenant, and 
restorations have been needed. Departures began in 
the eldership (Acts 20:29-30), with a monarchical 
bishop in A.D. 116, eventuating in the papacy (A.D. 
606). Among many other apostasies were the use of 
holy water (A.D. 120), the practice of infant baptism 
(A.D. 185), sprinkling (A.D. 252), instrumental music 
(A.D. 666), temporal power (A.D. 758-1870), and the 
infallibility of the pope (1870). 

As the centuries rolled by, following the beginning 
of the new covenant in the first century, good men 
have been alarmed because of the corruption from the 
perfect, Spirit-directed pattern in the New Testament. 
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John Wycliffe (1324-1384) has been called "the 
morning star of the reformation." He was courageous 
to write, "If there were one hundred popes, ... their 
opinion ought not to be acceded to in matters of faith 
except in so far as they base themselves on Scripture." 
He dared to write out an English translation of the 
New Testament. Anathematized by the Council of 
Constance nearly half a century after his death, in 
1428 his remains were ordered exhumed, burned and 
thrown on the river Swift. 

Wycliffe's teachings influenced John Huss 
(1369-1415) of Prague, who dared to preach in the 
Czech language. His opposition to Rome's self
assumed authority finally brought his death. It was on 
July 6, 1415, by the execution orders of the Council 
of Constance, flames began climbing up his body. M
ter he had completed two verses singing "Christ, 
Thou Son of the Living God, Have Mercy upon me," 
the wind brought the flames against his face. 

Jerome Savonarola (1452-1498), for preaching 
in Florence against priestly immorality and the pa
pacy, on order of the pope was hanged and burned. 

A giant among forerunners of the restoration 
was he who wrote from his hiding place in Wartburg 
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casde, "I beg that my name be passed over in silence, 
and that men call themselves not Lutheran but 
Christian." 

In some way Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) was 
closer to the restoration of New Testament Chris
tianity than Martin Luther (1433-1546). This is seen 
in his debate with Luther on the nature of the Lord's 
Supper, and in his principle that whatever is not in 
the New Testament (as infant baptism, the authority 
of Rome) must be rejected. 

How brave was William Tyndale! "I'll cause the 
boy that driveth the plow to know more Scripture 
than thou dost!" he said to a Roman priest, and he 
made it good. For his holy work of making a printed 
translation of the New Testament available in En
glish, on October 6,1536, before he was strangled 
and burned, he prayed, "Lord, open the eyes of the 
king of England!" 

The Restoration of the lew Testament Claunh 
At Tottlebank, near Greenodd, Ulverston, Lanca
shire, England, is an old church building. In it, says 
Frank Worgan, an elder of the Corby church, is a 
minute book dating from the 1600s of a "church of 
Ch~ist." Being non-conformist, the building had to 
be located ten miles outside of the town. Its minister 
was allowed in town only if he swore not to under
mine the established church. Still in the building to
day is a communion table with a pewter cup. 

"In the Furness District of Lancashire - in NW 
England- there existed in 1669 ... a group of eight 
churches of Christ," writes a Dr. Robinson, principal 
of Overdale College, Birmingham, England. "An old 
minute book has been found of the year 1669 and it 
shows that they called themselves by the name of 
church of Christ, practiced baptism by immersion, 
celebrated the Lord's Supper each Lord's Day, and 
had elders and deacons 

"In 1735," continues Dr. Robinson, "John Davis, 
a young preacher in the Fife District of Scotland, was 
preaching New Testament Christianity twenty-five 
years before Thomas Campbell was born." 

The oldest church in Scotland, now located on 
Hayfield Road in Kirkcaldy, has a minute book going 
back to 1789, at which time Alexander Campbell 
was a one-year-old baby over in Ireland. However, 
Campbell, after moving to America and giving him
self to a restoration of the ancient order in Christian
ity, on a visit to Kirkcaldy in 184 7, was welcomed 
into the pulpit there. When the congregation moved 
locations, they had the pulpit stand used by Camp-

bell moved with them to their new church home. In 
1980 Hugo McCord preached in a gospel meeting 
using the same pulpit stand, and he was given a pic
ture showing the same pulpit stand as it stood in the 
first meetinghouse when Campbell preached there. 

Likewise in Scotland, in 1799 Robert and James 
Haldane, brothers, left the Church of Scotland, were 
immersed, and started eighty-five churches in Scot
land. 

Also over in Ireland there is a record of churches 
of Christ in 1804, at Dungannon and Allington, 
Dengighshire. 

In America, as early as 1792, James O'Kelley, a 
Methodist minister in North Carolina, was pleading 
that people "put away all other books ... and let this 
[the New Testament] be the only criterion." He 
caused the Manakintown Methodist Church in 1794 
to be called the "Christian Church" with the Bible as 
its only creed, and Christ as its only head, saying 
"Let names and parties fall." Borrowing a sentence 
from John Wesley, he preached, "We will be down
right Bible Christians." 

In New England in the early 1800s Elias Smith 
and Dr. Abner Jones renounced sectarian names and 
claimed to be Christians only. Independently and at 
the same time, in Kentucky Barton W. Stone led oth
ers in the same direction. In Pennsylvania in 1809, 
Thomas Campbell, a seceder from the Seceder Pres
byterian Church, preached a sermon closing with the 
famous words, "Where the Bible speaks, we speak; 
where the Bible is silent, we are silent." A listener 
(Andrew Munro) remarked, "If we adopt that as a 
basis, then there is an end of infant baptism." Camp
bell, who had been sprinkled as a baby, was shocked, 
but made an honest answer: "If infant baptism be 
not found in the Scriptures, we can have nothing to 
do with it." This caused another listener (Thomas 
Acheson) to cry, "I hope I may never see the day 
when my heart will renounce that blessed saying of 
the Scripture, 'Suffer little children to come unto me 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.'" As he burst into tears a third listener inter
posed, "Mr. Acheson, I would remark that in the 
portion of Scripture you have quoted, there is no 
reference whatever to infant baptism." 

Step by step both Thomas Campbell and his son 
Alexander turned against sectarian errors and strove 
to restore the New Testament church, letting an ad
mirable maxim guide them, "In matters of faith, 
unity; in opinions, liberty; in all things, charity." At a 
Presbyterian Church building out from Belfast, 
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where Thomas Campbell was pastor before moving 
to America, is a stained glass window memorializing 
him. In 1978 Joe Nesbit asked the present pastor of 
that church what he thought of the famous maxim 
that Campbell had emphasized in America. "Beauti
fully idealistic," he replied, "but completely imprac
tical." It should be said, however, that New Testa
ment churches of the first century found the ideas in 
that slogan beautifully practical. 

Are Loyalty to Clarlst 
aad to the Restoration Syaoaymous7 

No matter how much one loves the great heroes of 
the 19th-century Restoration Movement in America, 
he must put on brakes and say that those heroes had 
feet of clay. None of them were inspired. Moreover, 
they differed among themselves. 

As intellectual and as learned as was Alexander 
Campbell, to whom so much is due, few people to
day would hold that loyalty to Christ demands one 
accept Campbell's post-millennialism. He wrote, 
"Just in so far as the ancient order of things, or the 
religion of the New Testament is restored, just so far 
has the millennium commenced." The importance of 
that idea to him is stamped in his renaming his jour
nal (Christian-Baptist) in 1830 to become the Mil
lennia/ Harbinger. 

Furthermore, and strangely, Alexander Campbell 
held that God's people should be known as "Dis
ciples," because that word has priority in the first ten 
chapters of the book of Acts. A fellow-restorationist, 
Barton Stone, however, opposed Campbell, insisting 
that the name "Christian" was divinely given. (Acts 
11:26.) 

In addition, Alexander Campbell was elected the 
first .president of the American Christian Missionary 
Society in Cincinnati in 1849. Many who admired 
him and had been edified by him then opposed his 
taking part in such an organization. They saw, as all 
right thinking people must see, that loyalty to Christ 
is not the same as loyalty to a restoration leader. One 
must consider what any man says, a restorationist or 
not, and then determine from the Scriptures for him
self what the New Testament teaches. No uninspired 
teacher is infallible. A wise listener, like the ancient 
Bereans, to know what is right, will search the Scrip
tures (Acts 17:11). Loyalty to Christ comes to be 
only what the New Testament teaches. "He that 
knoweth God heareth us [the aposdes]; he who is 
not of God heareth us not. By this we know the 
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error" (1 John 4:6). 

10 ~:..C:'f!unct!:!! 

When the pope speaks ex cathedra ("&om the 
chair"), millions believe that his words are infallible. 
Alexander Campbell dared to speak ipse dixit ("he 
himself speaks"): 

But who is a Christian? I answer, 'Everyone that 
believes in his heart that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, repents of his sins, and 
obeys him in all things according to his measure 
of the knowledge of his will' (from Campbell's 
letter to a woman in Lunenburg, Va.). 

However, the One who speaks with pasa exousia 
("all authority," Matthew 28: 18) did not say that a 
penitent believer who "obeys him in all things ac
cording to his measure of the knowledge of his will" 
is a "Christian." 

Campbell's ipse dixit gives ease of mind and false 
comfort (1) to millions of innocent people sprinkled 
as babies, and (2) to millions of innocent people 
whose personal "knowledge of his will" makes bap
tism non-essential, and (3) to the thousands of inno
cent members of the Society of Friends Church 
whose personal "knowledge of his will" makes water 
baptism wrong. 

Campbell's ipse dixit stands opposed to Scrip .. 
ture: 

Whoever believes and is baptized will be ur~etl 
(Mark 16:16). Repent and be baptized, wry 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, so that 
your sins may be forgir~en (Acts 2:38, the origi
nal Niv, 1973). Get up, be baptized and wash 
your sins away (Acts 22:16). 
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Thinking of Thinking 
By Lindell Mitchell 

God created man with intellect and requires 
that it be used. To make use of the intellect 
you must think. Consequently, thinking 

about thinking is necessary. Webster defines think as 
"to form or have in mind; to have as an intent; to have 
as an opinion; to reflect on; to devise by thinking; .•• 
to subject to the processes of logical thought." Think
ing is defined as "the action of using one's mind to 
produce thoughts." To please God, you must be in
volved in the action of using your mind to produce 
thoughts! 

David Hume, a Scottish philosopher, said some 
acutely absurd things. But he also said some brilliant 
things. One brilliant observation was that a man does 
not turn against reason until reason turns against him. 
God created man to be reasonable (spiritual). He ex
pects him to draw only the conclusions demanded by 
evidence. To please God man must honor the law of 
rationality. This is especially true in Bible study. 

The scriptures are clear: 
Prove all things; hold fast that which is good (1 
Thess. 5:21). Beloved, believe not every spirit, 
but try the spirits whether they are of God: be
cause many false prophets are gone out into the 
world (1 John 4:1); These were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with all · readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so (Acts 17: 11 ). 

Some current discussions evidence little thought. 
Biblical argumentation and rational thought are 
largely absent. Political posturing, backbiting, vitri
olic name-calling and unvarnished mean mouthing 
form the crude and Christ-less core of many discus
sions. The most frightening aspect of the shameless 
spectacle is that men in positions of highest trust are 
leading the way into darkness. It is not the work of 
some untried pup of a preacher. No indeed, it is 
rather the project of a few highly placed people. 

Instead of reasoning from the Bible, some dem
onstrate their lack of solid ground by engaging in a 
smear campaign. To say, "I simply cannot agree doc
trinally" is not enough. What biblical objection do 
you offer? To say, "I believe that such a position as 
you advocate is unwise and reckless" shows neither 

thought nor reason. Tell us what you object to bibli
cally. Are we supposed to accept your assertions sim
ply because you make them? Non-biblical objec
tions, such as, "Regardless of whether you are right, 
there are many other matters at stake." What other 
matters? What matters more than telling the truth? 
It appears that political concerns drive such objec
tions. Another politically motivated statement is, "If 
you sow this seed to the wind - which is what you 
are now doing with reckless abandon - you shall 
reap the whirlwind." In biblical parlance sowing 
wind and reaping whirlwind has to do with immo
rality and has nothing to do with proposed Bible 
study. Whoever makes such a statement needs to go 
back and study Hosea 8:7 in its context. This kind of 
banter is intended to browbeat and coerce, but is not 
the product of thinking. 

I appeal for biblical discussion and not a political 
fight. 

Aristode helped discover and articulate the laws 
of rational thought. Humanity is gready indebted to 
him .. But some of those enamored with the technical 
apparatus associated with ordered thought need a 
dose of humility. Spouting technical jargon associated 
with Aristotelian logic does not constitute rational 
thinking. Speaking in obtuse arcane terms does not 
make you a thinker. Remember that Aristotle drew all 
the wrong conclusions on all the most important 
questions of life by misusing logic. He died a heathen. 
Throwing about technical terms gleaned from a little 
understood logic textbook may fool the unsuspecting, 
but it will not sustain a flawed argument, nor serve as 
a substitute for thinking. rationally. 

In recent years we have often abandoned a level of 
civility necessary to call our public discourse "Chris
tian." Blustering machismo is no substitute for kind
ness and good order. Rapier sharp rhetoric is no sub
stitute for a reasoned biblically sound argument. We 
must spare no effort to reinstate dignified decorum in 
our public and private discourse. The majority is sick
ened by the petty childishness they see displayed. They 
righdy refuse to support immaturity, especially in 
leaders. They demand that the truth is taught and er
ror opposed within the bounds of Christian civility. 
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Let all those who would lead God's people follow our 
Lord's directive: "Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them for this is the law and the prophets" (Matt. 7: 12). 

We must observe ~e laws of rational thought 
and insist upon writing and speaking with decorum 
and dignity. There is no substitute for courtesy and 
politeness, especially when they are addressing con
troversial matters. An adversarial, in your face, sar
castic attitude brings shame to him who presents it 
in the store window of his life. 

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (1 
Thess. 5:21). "Beloved believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they are of God; because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world" (1 
John 4:1). "Satan himself is transformed into an an
gel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his min
isters also be transformed as the ministers of righ
teousness; whose end shall be according to their 
works" (2 Cor. 11: 14b-15). Deo Vinmce, 
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Holy Spirit 
By Nathan Knight 

''Repent~ and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins~ and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the prom
ise is unto you~ and to your children~ and to all that 
are afar oft even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call" (Acts 2:38-39). 

Background 
John 14:16-17, "1 will pray the Father, and He shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the 
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, nei
ther knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you." 

To the apostles, Jesus said The Comforter will: 
1. Teach you all things ijohn 14:26). 
2. Bring to remembrance, whatsoever I have said 

unto you ijohn 14:26). 
3. Teach you in the same hour what ye ought to 

say (Luke 12: 12). 
4. Testify of me ijohn 15:26). 
5. Reprove the world of: 

a. Sin, because they believe not on me 
b. Righteousness, because I go to my Father, 

and ye see me no more 
c. Judgment, because the prince of this world is 

judged ijohn 16:8-11). 
6. Guide you [apostles] into all truth ijohn 16: 13). 
7. "Whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak." 
8. Show things to come ijohn 16:13). 
9. Glorify me Uesus] ijohn 16: 14). 

12 ~bp!und!~!! 

10. Give you power (Acts 1:8). 
Jesus told the apostles to wait because he 

Uesus] was not yet glorified. 
"I send the promise of my Father upon you: but 

tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued 
with power from on high" (Luke 24:49). 

"U esus] commanded ••• they should not depart 
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Fa
ther, which, saith he, ye have heard of me" (Acts 1:4). 

"The Spirit, which they that believe on him 
should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; 
because that Jesus was not yet glorified" ijohn 7:39). 

"For John truly baptized with water; but ye [the 
apostles] shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence ••. ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you" (Acts 1:5, 8). 

Oa the Day of Pentecost 
1. "This is that which was spoken by the prophet 

Joel" (Acts 2:16, 19). 
2. "And suddenly there came a sound from heaven 

as of a rushing might wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. And there ap
peared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, 
and it sat upon each of them. And they were all 
[the apostles] filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance" (Acts 2:2-4 ). 
a. "Every man heard them speak in his own lan

guage." - Parthians, Medes, Elamites, from 
Mesopotamia, J udaea, Cappadocia, Pontus, 



. 
Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, 
Cyrene, strangers of Rome, Jews and pros
elytes, Cretes, and Arabians." 

b. "Therefore being by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed 
forth this which ye now see and hear." 

c. Conviction of sin, repentance, and baptism 
(plan of salvation introduced) (Acts 2:37-41). 

3. Purpose of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pente
cost: To enable the apostles to be witnesses of 
Christ at Jerusalem, introducing for the first 
time ever on earth the prospect of the total for
giveness of sins through the plan of salvation. 

Ia the Early Church 
1. "[D]iversities of gifts, but the same Spirit" (1 

Cor. 12:4-11). 
a. The word of wisdom. 
b. The word of knowledge. 
c. Faith. 
d. Gifts of healing. 
e. Working of miracles. 
f. Prophecy. 
g. Discerning of spirits. 
h. Kinds of tongues. 
i. Interpretation of tongues. 

2. "But all these worketh that one and the self
same Spirit, dividing to every man severally as 
he will." 

3. "Mighty signs and wonders, by the power of 
the Spirit of God" (Rom. 15: 19). 
a. Cast out demons (Acts 8:7 and 5:16). 
b. Tongues (Acts 2:4-11; 10:46; 19:6; 1 Cor. 

12:10). 
c. Take up serpents without harm (Acts 28 :5). 
d. If drink any deadly thing (Mark 16:18). 
e. Heal sick (Acts 3:6-8; 5:12-16). 
f. Raise the dead (Acts 9:36-41; 20:9-12). 

4. Those in Samaria were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, the Spirit had fallen on none of 
them. 

5. Peter and John laid their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8: 14-17). 

6. Simon the sorcerer "saw that through laying on 
of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was 
given, he offered them money, saying, 'Give me 
also this power, that on whomsoever I lay 
hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.' But Pe
ter said unto him, 'Thy money perish with thee, 
because thou hast thought that the gift of God 

may be purchased with money'" (Acts 8: 18-20). 
7. The Holy Spirit fell upon the household of Cor

nelius to show "that on the Gentiles also was 
poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost ... [plan of 
salvation made available to Gentiles] For they 
heard them speak with tongues, and magnify 
God. Then answered Peter, 'Can any man forbid 
water, that these should not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?'· 

And he commanded them to be baptized in the 
name of the Lord" (Acts 10:44-48). 

8. At Ephesus, Paul baptized the people in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. "And when Paul had laid his 
hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; 
and they spake with tongues, and prophesied" 
(Acts 19:4-5). 

9. "For I will not dare to speak of ahy of those 
things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to 
make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed. 
Through mighty signs and wonders, by the 
power of the Spirit of God" (Rom. 15:18-19). 

10. "My speech and my preaching was not with en
ticing words of man's wisdom, but in demon
stration of the Spirit and of power" (1 Cor. 2:4). 

11. Purpose of the Holy Spirit in the Early Church: 
" ... so great salvation; which at the first began 
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard Him; God also 
bearing them [the apostles] witness, both with 
signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to His 
own will" (Acts 2:3-4). 

12. "[C]onfirming the word with signs following" 
(Mark 16:20). 

Holy Spirit 
1. Bears "witness [through the revealed and writ

ten word] with our spirit, that we are the chil
dren of God" (Rom. 8:16). 

2. Shows us a more excellent way (1 Cor. 12:31 
and 13:8-13). 
a. Prophecies shall fail. 
b. Tongues shall cease. 
c. [Miraculous] knowledge shall vanish away 
d. That which is in part [signs and wonders] 

shall be done away. 
e. "Now abideth faith, hope, charity for that 

which is perfect [the word of God] is come." 
3. Has revealed: "[B]y revelation he made known 

unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few 
words, whereby, when ye read, ye may under-
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stand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
which in other ages was not made known unto 
the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that the 
Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same 
body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by 
the gospel" (Eph. 3:3-6). 

4. Witnesses to us: "[T]he Holy Ghost also is a 
witness to us .•• This is the covenant that I will 
make with them after those days, saith the 
Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts and in 
their minds will I write them" (Heb. 10:15-16). 

5. Purpose of the Holy Spirit in the Christian's 
life today: "Now we have received •.. the spirit 
which is of God; that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God" (1 Cor. 2: 12). 

Purpose of ... Holy Spirit For 111111118 
1. The holy scriptures, which are able to make 

wise unto salvation" (2 Ttm. 3:15). 
2. The word of Jesus will judge us in the last day 

ijohn 12:48). 
3. Sealed by the Holy Spirit of God unto redemp

tion (Eph. 4:30) 
Like the Ephesians, we trust in Christ, after we 

"heard the word of truth, the gospel of [our] sal
vation: in whom also after that [we] believed, [we] 
were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is 
the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of 
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his 
glory" (Eph. 1: 12-14) 
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(The lamented brother Wallace wrote this article more than fifty years ago. He possessed a remarkable writ
ing skill and his words continue to inspire and inform. We reprint the piece because it is more excellent than 
much of today's writing and demonstrates a depth of understanding. Also, it shows just how wrong are many 
of "'our" liberals when they sit in judgment to condemn the great men of the immediate past.) 

Wonders of Redemption 
By Cled E. Wallace 

Man is constantly amazed at the monuments 
of divine power with which nature 
abounds. The ocean ·surging on the sands 

or breaking in clou~s of spray on the cliffs arouses 
emotions that find no adequate expression. Deserts 
and mountains and rivers are mighty and beautiful. 
Recently I made a sightseeing trip through scenic 
parts of New Mexico. Standing on a point high in 
the Sacramento Mountains, near Cloudcroft, I could 
see the Great White Sands in the valley beyond 
Alamogordo. The fingerprints of Jehovah are seen 
everywhere. Wisdom and power far beyond men 
created the universe and set nature's laws into op
eration. It must be a low type of mind that can even 
imagine that the kingdom of nature had its origin in 
chance. The universe is not an accident, "The heav
ens declare the glory of God; and the fumament 
showeth his handiwork." "Thus saith the Lord, The 
heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. 
... For all those things hath mine hand made, and all 
those things have been." 

The earth teems with life, vegetable and animal, 
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and each species abounds in endless wonders all its 
own. The things that are, challenge the restless mind 
of man, so that one triumph of discovery or conquest 
is only the signal for further incursions into nature's 
hidden treasures. The end of his quest is never in sight 
and he is never satisfied. If there is more happiness in 
pursuit than in possession, man ought to be happier 
than he is; for when he is not on the trail of something, 
he is scenting for the trail. The conquering complex is 
a part of his nature. His curiosity is incurable; his 
thirst for knowledge, insatiable. 

That God created man is as obvious and credible 
as that he created the world. All assertions and theo
ries to the contrary break down under the weight of 
their own absurdities. A failure to recognize the true 
nature of his origin, his kinship with God, and his 
consequent obligation to obey God, have involved 
man in the tragedies of his present existence. 

Because that, knowing God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither gave thanks; but be
came vain in their reasonings, and their senseless 
heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be 



wise, they became fools, and changed the glory 
of the incorruptible God for the likeness of an 
image of corruptible man, and of birds, and 
four-footed beasts, and creeping things. Where
fore God gave them up in the lusts of their 
hearts unto uncleanness, that their bodies 
should be dishonored among themselves: for 
that they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, 
and worshipped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed for ever (Rom. 
1:21-25). 

Lo, this only have I found, that God hath 
made man upright; but they have sought out 
many inventions (Eccles. 7:29). 

Perverted curiosity and pride have led to the 
downfall of man. He dismissed his Pilot and sailed 
alone into uncharted seas. He became lost in a track
less wilderness without a Guide. "0, Jehovah, plant 
my footsteps in thy word." 

There are no wonders of nature that are compa
rable to the wonders of redemption. The restoration 
of fallen man is the most amazing development of 
human history. It is a solution of the problem of sin 
and involves a complete victory over its guilt, love, 
and power. It restores the innocence and secures full 
forgiveness of sin's scarlet victims, while it undoes 
the tragic consequences of transgression. It secures 
for the redeemed a victory over death and a resur
rection into immortality and glory. It is more than a 
restoration of man to his Edenic paradise. The inher
itance of the redeemed is a better home than Adam 
ever had, and the glorified bodies of the saints excel 
that of Adam in the freshness of creation. The cre
ation of man was pronounced "very good." His final 
redemption will be supreme. This is no task for dig
gers into nature's secrets who love to call themselves 
"scientists." They are useful members of society 
when they do not presume to usurp the throne that 
belongs only to Deity, but the task of human re
demption from sin has been divinely conceived and 
can be only divinely executed. It is not a task for 
man. The most he can do is to cooperate with grace 
in reaching for deliverance "from the bondage of 
corruption into the liberty of the glory of the chil
dren of God." The wonders of redemption are seen 
in what it accomplishes. 

It is so wonderful, so Godlike, that man can only 
dimly conceive that God should even desire the re
demption of man. Man in sin, rebellious and scornful, 
is a pitiable anticlimax compared with God's designs 
in creating him. "For we also once were foolish, dis
obedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful, hating one an-

other." He was "hateful to God" and a hater of God. 
"And you, being in time past alienated and enemies in 
your mind in your evil works." And yet, marvel of all 
marvels, "the kindness of God our Savior, and his love 
toward man, appeared." "But God commendeth his 
own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin
ners, Christ died for us." Man in a state of sin is so 
incapable of such love he is slow to recognize it when 
God demonstrates it. "0 foolish men, and slow of 
heart to believe." The fact of the love of God is an 
astounding wonder of redemption. "The Lord is full 
of pity and merciful." "For while we were yet weak, in 
due season Christ died for the ungodly." 

The poverty of human resources in securing 
man's greatest need is nowhere more greatly empha
sized than in the price it was necessary to pay for hu
man redemption from sin. It at once makes apparent 
both the malignity of sin and the peril of its victims. 
Human wisdom could not conceive the remedy nor 
human resources pay the price of it. 

And if ye call on him as Father, who without 
respect of persons judgeth according to each 
man's work, pass the time of your sojourning in 
fear: knowing that ye were redeemed, not with 
corruptible things, with silver or gold, from 
your vain manner of life handed down from 
your fathers; but with precious blood, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot, even 
the blood of Christ: who was foreknown indeed 
before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifested at the end of the times for your sake, 
who through him are believers in God, that 
raised him from the dead, and gave him glory: 
so that your faith and hope might be in God. 

For there is one God, one mediator also be
tween God and men, himself man, Christ jesus, 
who gave himself a ransom for all; the testimony 
to be home in its own times. 

Behold, then, the wonder of the price of re
demption and the love that made God willing to pay 
it! What a priceless value God places on man that he 
was willing to pay such a price for his redemption! 
"Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift" in mak
ing available to hostile and alienated humanity "the 
unsearchable riches of Christ!" He who rejects the 
gift surely opposes himself and counts himself un
worthy of eternal life. The love of God makes it 
available to the vilest sinner, but his justice will not 
allow him to thrust it upon one who rejects Christ. 

Another wonder of redemption is in the charac
ter of the requirements it makes of sinners. Should it 
be required of man that he merits it by good works, 
he would be sadly inadequate to the task. He is inca
pable of performing such works as will put God in 
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debt to him. It must be by grace, or divine favor. 
"For this cause it is of faith, that it may be according 
to grace." God only requires of the sinner evidences 
of trust. His faith gives him access into grace. "Faith
ful is the saying and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." To 
save sinners! He came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners. The sinner must believe, repent of his sins, 
and submit to baptism. This all pertains to faith. No 
one can even think that doing such things could pay 
for redemption. Nor can one properly think that 
anyone who refuses to do what God makes a condi-

tion of redemption of sins can in any sense be wor
thy of such grace. It is promised to the obedient. Let 
man look up in gratitude to God for the wonders of 
redemption. Let him obey the gospel and lead a holy 
life. All that God requires of man is for man's eternal 
good and for God's eternal glory. "But to this man 
will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and trembleth at my word." It is little enough 
to require of man in return for the wonders of grace. 

P. 0. Box 690192 
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Birthing Big, Sick Church-of-Christ 
Denomination 

By J. E. Choate 

T he late Herman Norton, distinguished Vander
bilt professor and Restoration historian 
wrote in his book Tennessee Christians (1971) 

that "if a definite date is needed to specify the time 
of the division within the Christian Church in Ten
nessee, October 6 and 26, 1890, must be consid
ered." The first date marked the founding of the 
Tennessee Christian Missionary Society. 

The Christian Church suffered a second major 
division in 1968. Two churches were listed in the 
1906 Religious Census, and now there would be 
three church listings after 1968. 

It is a tragic fact that the traditional churches of 
Christ and the neo-modern Church of Christ are 
pulling apart from each other. If a definite date is 
needed to specify the time when the division got un
derway, I suggest Sept. 10, 1973. 

That marks the time interested brethren from 
across the country met in Memphis, Tenn., because 
they questioned the management of the Herald of 
Truth by the Fifth and Highland church elders. El
ders, preachers, and church members were disturbed 
by the rumors coming out of Abilene. 

The Memphis meeting was not planned. The 
Herald of Truth program was admired and gener
ously supported by a very large number of churches. 

16 ?t::bF~und!~~~ 

Brother Elkins stated that there were persistent re
ports that the charismatic movement had made in
roads into the Herald of Truth program. The nondis
tinctive nature of the "Heartbeat" radio program (a 
spin-off of the Herald of Truth program) was also a 
concern. 

The whole matter started with a statement from 
Lynn Anderson, Fifth and Highland pulpit minister, 
who said in a moment of excitement from the pulpit 
that churches of Christ are a big sick denomination. 
Anderson in a recent Wineskins article wrote that 
while he apologized for what he said twenty-six 
years ago, he has not changed his mind. 

My personal judgment, as a Restoration histo
rian, is that many leading brethren agreed by thun
dering silence on the evening of Sept. 26, 1997, on 
the Lipscomb campus that the neo-modern Church 
of Christ must be now thought of as one more 
American Protestant denomination. Richard T. 
Hughes was invited by the Disciples of Christ His
torical Society to deliver the annual Forrest F. Reed 
lecture. The event was hosted on the Lipscomb Uni
versity campus as one of the major events celebrat
ing the elevation of Stephen F. Flatt to the Lipscomb 
presidency. 

Richard T. Hughes spent the better part of two 



hours in two evening lectures arguing that the 
churches of Christ today constitute a recognizable 
denomination with all the identifying marks, e.g., 
they have their papers, schools, corporate mission
ary societies, conventions, theologians, etc. 

Members of the Lipscomb administration and fac
ulty, representatives of the Gospel Advocate, and 21st 
Century Christian were present. I sat amazed at what 
I was hearing on land once hallowed by the feet of 
David Lipscomb. Excepting myself, not one of the 
brethren present made a public statement then nor 
since to repudiate the contentions of Richard Hughes. 

And of all people, why does President Flatt main
tain a persistent silence on the matter? Why leave the 
impression that the school stands today where it stood 
in days of old? What a travesty on reality! 

The CurreDI Lipscomb Brouhaha 
The forced resignation of Doug Varnado from the 
Lipscomb Bible faculty is making its way throughout 
the brotherhood. Varnado was compelled to leave 
the Lipscomb faculty. He had no idea that this was 
his time to go. He did so only after prolonged dis
cussions with the Lipscomb president and faculty ad
visors. Doug was planning as the senior preacher of 
the Hendersonville Community Church of Christ to 
install instrumental music in the church worship. 
The Lipscomb board of directors handed down the 
decision that no one on the Lipscomb faculty could 
hold membership in a congregation using instrumen
tal music in worship and remain on faculty. 

For the life of me I can not understand how it is 
that Steve Flatt teaches a university Bible class with a 
brother [F. LaGard Smith] who worships six months 
a year with an organ church in England. 

Dr. Varnado may have labored under the notion 
that since the same thing has been done on the Lip
scomb campus, he could do so in the church where 
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he preaches. The Lipscomb University choral en
semble performs presentational hymnal singing off 
campus with organ music in non-church of Christ 
settings. Instrumental music accompanied the sing
ing of the invitation hymn in the last evening session 
of Jubilee '97 with Jeff Walling in charge. President 
Flatt praised Jeff Walling in the presence of a youth 
group in Smyrna, Tenn., later in the year. Further
more, Jeff Walling was a featured speaker during the 
1999 Lipscomb spring lectures. 

Harold Hazelip and Carl McKelvey have been 
guest speakers for this breakaway, renegade church 
(Henderson Community Church). After Dr. Flatt 
was installed as the new Lipscomb president, he ac
cepted an invitation to speak in a special ~eries of 
church services at Dr. Varnadp's Community church. 
Brother Varnado apparently believed that he was se
cure in a "safe house" guarded by the president and 
sympathetic Lipscomb faculty colleagues. Dr. 
Varnado will not accept the role of a "scapegoat" 
and go quietly into the night. 

It is a mandate that the Lipscomb board of direc
tors be fully conversant with the two founding docu
ments of the institution, which are the school charter 
residing in the archives of the Tennessee State Library, 
and David Lipscomb's farm deed recorded and lo
cated in the Metro Courthouse. But, thank God, be
cause of our free American society, the board of direc
tors and faculty cannot alter a word of the charter and 
the deed without violating state statutory law. 

Lipscomb's descendents have a stake and say in 
this. A hundred years of Lipscomb school traditions 
are chiseled in black and white in the files of the 
Gospel Advocate. (We would like to hear from a 
prestigious lawyer who sits on the board about his 
legal opinions on the matter.) It is possible that one 
day the university could be paying high rent to the 
blood heirs of David Lipscomb because the tradi
tions and the charter of the Nashville Bible School 
are being handled lightly. 

What the president should have done with the 
full board, faculty, and student body present was to 
have read the two documents, like Ezra reading the 
law to the Israelites. 

The question is often asked if the board knows 
what is happening on the Lipscomb campus. You 
may believe they do. President Flatt has no more au
thority to alter the wording of the founding docu
ments than the president of the freshman class. 

President Flatt can start turning things around at 
Lipscomb when the board directs him to do so, and 
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not a day sooner. The Lipscomb board should give a 
special directive to the president to tell the faculty, 
which includes all board members, that if any indi
vidual in either group can no longer subscribe to the 
founder's intent established by corporate law, they 
should leave or they will be removed from their po
sitions. 

What Doug Varnado should have done was to 
leave the school as Harris Dark did years ago be
cause of deep-seated convictions that ran counter to 
the president and board. At the time he said that he 
would not create any problem for David Lipscomb. 

What did the Community church shepherds have 
in mind when they engaged in an exercise of futility 
to go public with the Varnado matter? And who is 
this Kansas City-like prophet, Ron Cook, and what 
are his credentials? He says the next generation of 
the churches of Christ will worship to the sound of 
instrumental music. 

I believed at the time of Stephen F. Flatt's ap
pointment to the Lipscomb presidency that he had 
the potential to succeed, but the difficulties were 
enormous. I expressed my concern in a letter to a 
board member, and in a letter to Steve Flatt, who 
makes no claim to be a "Renaissance man," a Bible 
scholar, or church historian. An effective president, 
however, must recognize these talents in others and 
seek their counsel. Dr. Flatt has made some very 
flawed judgments in this respect in my opinion. One 
board meeting stopped the former president from 
watering down the wording of purpose of the insti
tution. Furthermore, the board scuttled this former 
CEO's plans to do away with daily Bible chapel. 

President Flatt has succeeded in altering in a 
technical wording the daily teaching of the Bible to 
all enrolled students. This is set forth in the current 
~Diversity catalog. Two chapel sessions will serve as 
a time when the Bible will be taught to joint chapels. 
The catalog says this was an early practice of the 
school. This is not accurate. Daily chapel is not are
quirement set forth in the charter and deed. But 
daily Bible classes are. 

Let us pressure Steve (and pray out loud) that 
our Lipscomb president will open his eyes and see 
that those are not "men walking as trees." He's got 
too much going for him to blind his eyes to reality. 
Steve wants to be loved. Most of us do. But what do 
we do when we come to the fork in the road? 
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(Because there seems to be confusion over the possibility of fatal apostasyJ we have been rerunning some 
articles from the mighty pen of the now deceased C. R. Nichol. Here is another lesson in that series.) 

Apostasy 
By C. R. Nichol 

Is it possible for a child of God to conduct himself 
in such a way that he will be eternally lost? 
Baptists and Presbyterians declare it is not pos

sible for a child of God to be lost in hell! 
Among the passages relied on to prove that a 

child of God cannot be lost is the following: 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor prin
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord (Rom. 8:35-39). 

Relying on this passage, it is argued that since 
none of the things specifically named can "separate" 
us from the "love of God," man himself cannot sepa
rate himself from the "love of God," for he is a 
"creature," and it is declared it is not possible for 
any "creature" to bring the separation of the child of 
God from the "love of God." 

The word separate appears twice in the passage. 
First, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" 
Separate us from what? From "the love of Christ." 

Against the Christians in Rome, as elsewhere on 
earth, all kinds of false charges were lodged. They 
were counted as the refuse of society; hence, undesir
able citizens. The charge was made against them that 
they were rebels against the civil government, and 
they were imprisoned in so many instances that in 
some places the prisons were crowded. They were 
separated from their loved ones, their property con
fiscated; and hundreds of them were thrown to the 
wild beasts to be devoured. Paul bids them to be of 
good cheer; to count it an honor to be subjected to 
punishment for the name of Christ. He would have 
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them remember that none of the bitter things said 
about them nor the reproaches heaped on them could 
"separate them from the love of Christ." Paul encour
ages the Christians by saying: Do not be discouraged, 
do not become incensed; though you may be de
clared to be odious in the eyes of the sinners in Rome, 
men who oppose the Lord, remember your accep
tance with the King of glory does not depend on the 
estimate placed on you by the corrupt; not one thing, 
nor all the things they may do to you or say about you 
can separate you from the "love of Christ." Your des
tiny is within your own hands. It is possible for you to 
do as did some of the disciples while the Lord was 
here on earth - "many of his disciples went back, 
and walked no more with him" ijohn 6:66) - but 
what the people do to you cannot separate you from 
the "love of Christ." 

Second, the word separate appears again in the 
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quotation. None of the things mentioned, Paul says, 
can separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." Have you seriously contem
plated the "love of God" for man? Though man was in 
sin, a rebel against righteousness, an enemy to holi
ness, God loved him- God so loved the world that 
be gave his Son to die for man, for all men Uohn 
3: 16). He did not demand that man's character be one 
inviting admiration and begetting love before his love 
would be shown amid grace manifested. God loved 
the sinner-he loves sinners today. Sin has not "sepa
rated" man from the "love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." God's love was not for a few "in 
whom there is no guile"; but his love was, and is, for 
all men. Though you have taken the toboggan slide 
down the road which leads to corruption, the Creator 
loves you, his creature; and Christ willingly died for 
you while you were in sin. Though you resist the Holy 
Spirit and do despite to the Spirit of grace, God loves 
you and is not willing that you perish (Acts 7:51; Heb. 
10:29; 2 Pet. 3:9). My friend, do not make the mis
take of concluding that because God loves you, you 
will be saved regardless of your attitude and conduct. 
One must be obedient to the Lord if he would obtain 
the salvation that has been provided to all men (Matt. 
7:21-24; Heb. 5:8-9). 

A pertinent question at this juncture is: "Is the 
sinner separated from the Lord?" You may be sepa
rated from your friend and at the same time not be 
separated from the love of your friend. Your friend 
loves you, though you may be in one country and he 
in another. Being separated from your friend does 
not mean that you are separated from the love of 
your friend. 

When Jesus said, "Come unto me, all ye that la
bor and are heavy laden" (Matt. 11:28), it must have 
been evident to the ones addressed then, as it is to 
you now, that there was a separation between Christ 
Jesus and the ones he invited to "come unto me." He 
reproached some by saying: "Ye will not come to 
me" Uohn 5 :40). 

Behold, jehovah's hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear: but your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hid his face 
from you, so that he will not hear (lsa. 59: 1-2). 

Iniquities have done what? "Separated between 
you and your God." Though sins separate one from 
God, sins do not separate one from the love of God! 
One "separateth" himself from God by his sins. That 
this is true is declared in the following: 

20 ~=lp!und!:!! 

For every one of the house of Israel ••• which 
separateth himself from me, and setteth up his 
idols in his heart, and putteth the stumbling
block of his iniquity before his face, and cometh 
to a prophet to enquire of him concerning me; I 
the Lord will answer him by myself: and I will 
set my face against that man, and will make him 
a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from 
the midst of my people (Ezek. 14:7-8). 

In this passage it is clearly stated that man can sepa
rate himself from Jehovah- "separateth himself 
from me" - but that does not argue that he has 
separated himself from the "love of God," any more 
than the absence of your friend means that he is 
separated from your love. 

Can one forsake the Lord; and if it is possible for 
one to forsake the Lord, will such a one be separated 
from the Lord? 

And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God 
of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart 
. and with a willing mind: for the Lord searcheth 
all hearts, and understandeth all the imagina
tions of the thoughts: ••. but if thou forsake him, 
he will cast thee off for ever (1 Chron. 28:9). 

When one forsakes the Lord and is by the Lord 
cast off forever, is that person separated from the 
Lord? Again: 

For my people have committed two evils; they 
have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water Oer. 2:13). 

The Lord is with you, while ye be with him; 
and if ye seek him he will be found of you; but if 
ye forsake him, he will forsake you (2 Chron. 
15:2). 

And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah 
the son of Jehoiada the priest, which stood 
above the people, and said unto them, Thus 
saith God, Why transgress ye the command
ments of the Lord, that ye cannot prosper? be
cause ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath also 
forsaken you (2 Chron. 24:20). 

Yes, one can .separate himself from the Lord; and 
when he does, the Lord separates himself from such 
a one. There can be no union between the Lord and 
the one who clings to evil or forsakes the Lord for 
the things of the world, When "many of his disciples 
went back, and walked no more with him" Uohn 
6:66), they were certainly separated from the Lord; 
but they were still the objects of his love, for nothing 
can separate us from the "love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord"; but sin does separate one 
from the Lord. 
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Potpourri ••• 
lrror 

OThe road to wisdom? -Well, it's plain 
and simple to express: 
Err 
and err 
and err again 
but less 
and less 
and less. 
(Piet Hein (b. 1905), Danish inventor, poet. 

Grooks, "The Road to Wisdom," 1966). 

Vllslfo• 
OWell I am certainly wiser than this man. It is 

only too likely that neither of us has any knowledge 
to boast of; but he thinks that he knows something, 
which he does not know, whereas I am quite con
scious of my ignorance. At any rate it seems that I 
am wiser than he is to this small extent, that I do not 
think that I know what I do not know. 

(Socrates, 469-399 B.C., Greek philosopher. 
Quoted in: Plato, Apology, set. 19, of "a gendeman 
with a reputation for wisdom.") 

Vlisdo• 
OWisdom is the ability to judge correcdy and to 

follow the best course of action, based on knowledge 
and understanding. The aposde declared that the 
message of the cross is foolishness to the Greeks and 
a stumbling block to the Jews. Yet, to those who be
lieve this "foolishness of God" is "the wisdom of 
God" (1 Cor. 1:18-25). 

Against the wisdom of God Paul contrasted "the 
wisdom of this world," which is "human wisdom," 
and "the wisdom of men," also "the wisdom of this 
age," and "man's wisdom" (1 Cor. 2:4-6,13). This 
suggests that what often passes for wisdom is contrary 
to divine revelation and therefore is utmost stupidity. 

The first principle of biblical wisdom is that man 
should humble himself before the Almighty in rever
ence and worship, being obedient to God's co~
mands. "This is the end of the matter; all hath been 
heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; for 
this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every 
work into judgment, with every hidden thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil" (Eccl12: 13-
14). 
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We hanker for wisdom; but look for it in all the 
wrong places. The only wisdom worthy of the name 
is divine revelation. 

This space is taken up with reporting the foibles 
of "homo sapiens." Homo means "human." Sapien 
means "to be wise"). "Foibles" and "sapiens" contra
dict, but describes most of us, at least it describes 
me. Homo sapien equals human wisdom, which is, 
for the most part, is ordinary ignorance. 

The hero of our column is a man named Earl 
Davis who lives in or near Chicago in Illinois. He 
searches the Chicago Tribune .with eagle eye and for
wards to us volumes of information about us -
homo sapiens. We supplement this with a few glean
ings from the national media. ... ,,. 

OSteve Kloehn, religion columnist for the Chi
cago Tribune, reports that Women of Faith hoped to 
gather 12k women at the Chicago United Center for 
a religious conference tided "Outrageous Joy." The 
organization attempts to tap into the men's move
ment called Promise Keepers, which arched across the 
horizon and crashed. The female imitation of the 
men's movement is mainly a program of mega
therapy. Kloehn concludes his piece, "But as a mea· 
sure of religious life at the end of the century, Women 
of Faith seems less likely to "ignite the spark of spiri
tual renewal all over the nation" than it does to serve 
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a market that has already decided what it wants-and 
does not want - to hear." Promise Keepers is outta
here and Women of Faith is not far behind. •... , 

OSurgeon General David Satcher declared sui
cide a national threat, saying it is the eighth leading 
cause of death. Suicide is preventable, but people -
especially family members - must be observandy 
available (Chicago Tribune, July 29, 1999). 

OCarmille Paglia, author and critic of Sex and 
Art, said, "My thinking tends to be libertarian. That 
is, I oppose intrusions of the state into the private 
realm - as in abortion, sodomy, prostitution, por
nography, drug use, or suicide, all of which I would 
strongly defend as matters of free choice in a repre
sentative democracy." 

And that is what promotes suicide. 
Human life is more precious than all the gold in 

Fort Knox. "For what doth it profit a man, to gain 
the whole world, and forfeit his life?" ..., .. , 

OThe August 27 issue of the Chicago Tribune 
gave a mishmash of information, such as: The Evan
gelical Lutheran Church in America rejected any 
consideration of opposition to abortion, but con
demned unbridled capitalism • . • Former Governor 
Brereton Jones of Kentucky said no one has the right 
to pretend that religion had no role in American his
tory ••• The Jewish congregation Etz Chaim serves 
the gay and lesbian Jewish community ••. The 
Vivekananda Monastery in southwest Michigan es
tablished summer camps to promote Hinduism ••• 
The Dalai Lama of India says "the influence of reli
gion on people's lives is generally marginal, at least 
in· the developed world" ••• The Kansas Board of 
Education decided to cut the word evolution from 
its standard for teaching science. 

losfoa 
OMary Daly, 70, was a controversial presence at 

Boston College for 30 years, but was kicked out this 
year. Her supporters hail her as "a brilliandy subver
sive, witty thinker." Here is a sample: Daily excoriates 
men as agents of the patriarchy, "lethal organs" of a 
"rapists society," misogynists who feed parasitically 
on female energy and invent evil technologies to com
pensate for their inability to bear children. The birth
control pill and estrogen therapy are denounced as 
"the poisoning of women," a medical plot to end 
women's irritating tendency to live longer. The only 

contraception women need is a "mister-ectomy" (that 
must be her brilliant wit). Women who do not accept 
her views are mocked as "honorary white males" 
(Chicago Tribune, Aug. 26, 1999) • 

lo llrectlr to lall 
OAuthorities in China's Henan province have ar

rested eight leaders of underground Christian 
churches and may sentence them to labor camps. 
China allows only government-controlled religious 
activities and has cracked down on independent 
churches (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 22, 1999). 
•• ,,,, lamls 

OCampus Crusade for Christ joined the South
ern Baptist Convention in saying that a wife is "to 
submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of 
her husband." Both groups say the wife is spiritually 
equal but "has the God-given responsibility to re
spect her husband and to serve as his helper in man
aging the household and nurturing the next genera
tion" (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 13. 1999). 

lo Fell 
0 Brown University is offering a freshman course 

on values. The director of the program, Nancy 
Rosenblum, told the Boston Globe, "With the decline 
of personal virtue we see among our leaders and all 
the collective horrors in our world ••• reflections on 
values come up. There's a kind of exhaustion with 
cynicism" (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 11, 1999). 

res- res 
0 Kathleen Parker (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 11, 

1999) wrote: "How one longs for simpler times when 
a virgin was a virgin and a slut was a slut." She 
comments on Planned Parenthood's Web Site, which 
discusses, "Whaddya Mean When You Say Sex?" 
The mystery is over when sex is sex and when it is 
merely •.. well ••• fooling around •.• as in the Clinton/ 
Lewinski era. 

She concludes: "You can't have sex and call 
yourself a virgin; you can't quack like a duck and in
sist you're a rabbit. Sorry, but that's the law of the 
jungle .•• the jungle, as we knew in simpler times, al
ways prevails." 
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Disromlitting 
OThe Supreme Court (1973 decision) says that a 

woman's right to have control over her own body 
outweighs the interest of fetal life. To confirm this 
dastardly decision comes now the sordid opinion that 
abortion reduces crime. How? Well, quite simply, 
many of those who likely would have been criminals 
- the unwanted offspring of poor, teenage and mi
nority women - never were born. Their mothers 
elected to abort them (along with any potential Albert 
Einsteins or Martin Luther Kings or Marie Curies). 

Open Doors 
0 Political leaders across the nation are courting 

homosexuals. George W. Bush, John McCain, and 
Elizabeth Dole have signaled openness to gay sup
porters, including a willingness to appoint them as 
ambassadors. Rich Tafel, executive director of the Log 
Cabin Republicans, a homosexual organization, says, 
"The tone has totally changed." Bush said he would 
have no qualms about hiring gays. McCain says he 
would hire on merit alone. Elizabeth Dole said she 
would appoint anyone qualified- a position her hus
band spurned. 

Steve Forbes flatly opposes any concessions to 
gay voters (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 11, 1999). 

Suicide 
OThe Dutch government published plans tole

galize mercy killing under strict guidelines which 
would allow children as young as 12 to demand and 
receive euthanasia. The proposed guidelines require: 
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• The patient makes a voluntary and informed 
request. 

• The patient is suffering irremediable pain. 
• All other medical options are exhausted. 
• A second opinion is sought. 
• That euthanasia be "carefully carried out., 

Drlve-la leliglon 
OThe United Methodist Church of Bartlesville, 

OK sponsors summer drive-in worship. People don't 
have to dress for church. They don't have to get out of 
their cars unless they want coffee and doughnuts from 
a nearby tent. The sermon is piped through AM radio. 
Honking horns respond to "good morning" or a song 
worthy of applause. Peggy Stevens, publicity chair
man, said, "For a lot of people, this is the only form of 
worship they get" (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 6, 1999). 

Saudi ia Arabia 
OThe new top cleric for the United Arab Emir

ates is Abdul-Aziz Abdullah Al Sheik. He answers 
questions on a radio call-in program and dispenses 
religious advice over the phone, but .has issued no 
fatwas, or religious decrees. He supports keeping all 
public cinemas or theaters out of Saudi Arabia, not 
allowing women to drive automobiles, requiring that 
women be covered from head to toe, and that un
married men and women not mingle. He approves 
use of Viagra (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 6, 1999). 

Sevea Come Eleven 
OBecause of risks to compulsive and problem 

gamblers, a federal commission will recommend a 
moratorium on the expansion of legal gambling in 
the U.S., and a ban on internet gambling. The report 
says that 5.4 million Americans are pathological or 
problem gamblers, half of whom are youth. The re
port also recommends warning signs on the dangers 
of gambling and information about the poor chances 
of winning be posted in gambling facilities. The total 
legal wagers in the U.S. are $600 billion, which is 
more than is spent by Americans on groceries. The 
report concludes, "The casinos and riverboats and 
video parlors and the state-sponsored lotteries have 
become the predators of our society, preying on 
those most vulnerable among us., 

From f"e Beginning It Was Not So 
OThe latest salvo in the war against parents comes 

from two psychologists in an article entitled 
Deconstructing the Essential Father, in the June issue 
of American Psychologist. This time, instead of blam
ing individual mothers and fathers for their children's 



unhappiness, professors Louise B. Silberstein and 
Carl P. Auerbach argue that moms and dads as a group 
are irrelevant. The two researchers say it is insignifi
cant whether moms and dads are married to each 
other. Silverstein and Auerbach offer as proof that 
kids don't need parents(!) their own studies, involv
ing all of 200 men from what they describe as coming 
from 10 different subcultures. They looked at re
search on the "fathering" practices of small, South 
American monkeys called marmosets, a number of 
studies on the. parenting practices of homosexual 
couples and the children of divorced parents and 
came to the conclusion mom and dad are extraneous, 
immaterial, and impertinent. The only thing kids 
need, say Silverstein and Auerbach, is adult supervi
sion, which can be supplied by government, or com
mercial day care facilities. Who needs love? 

When we base our conclusions on the behavior of 
weirdoes and monkeys, we will come up with nutty 
notions. 

SoSorrr 
0 Utah school district apologizes for religious 

content of the Earth Day event that included Ameri
can Indian prayers and Episcopal bishop's blessing 
trees (National Review, Aug. 9, 1999). 

Criticism 
"A wit is never a more contemptible figure than 

when, in attempting satire, he shows that he does 
not understand that which he would make the sub
ject of his ridicule." ,..,,., 

OThe Blade, a homosexual newspaper in Wash
ington, D.C., counts more than 80 pieces of what it 
terms "pro-gay" legislation throughout the nation. 
Essentially, these laws add "sexual orientation" to 
nondiscrimination laws that protect women and ra
cial, ethnic, and religious minorities from discrimi
nation in the workplace. In so doing, they place reli
gious and moral objections to homosexuality in the 
same category as racism and ethnic bigotry. 

Builders 
Isn't it strange that princes and kings, 
And clowns that caper in sawdust rings, 
And common folks like you and me, 
Are builders of eternity? 
To each is given a book of rules, 
A shapeless mass and a bag of tools, 
And each must make, ere life has flown, 
A stumbling block or a stepping stone. 

llurses 
ORN Magazine, a professional nursing journal, 

reported that 61 percent of nurses who responded to 
the magazine's decennial ethics survey said they 
would not work on an OB/GYN unit where any abor
tions are performed. The same study conducted in 
1988 showed the majority of nurses, ~2 percent, said 
they would work on an OB/GYN unit where children 
were aborted. 

Connie Jarvis, a Fairfield, Ohio RN, attributes 
this attitude shift to the positive impact of pro-life 
education efforts. "I think more nurses now under
stand that an abortion actually takes the life of an 
unborn child," said nurse Jarvis (Source: World Maga
zine, April 24, 1999). 

Movie leview 
OThe latest anti-religion film, Dogma, is about 

two fallen angels who scheme to get back into heaven 
by taking advantage of an indulgence proclaimed by 
the Roman Catholic Church: Anyone who passes 
through a special arch in New Jersey will have his sins 
forgiven. God will have been proven fallible and the 
structure of the universe will come apart. A good an
gel tries to stop the scheme by enlisting the help of ~e 
heroine, who works in an abortion clinic. It is up to 
her to save the world because she is descended from 
Joseph and Mary. A foulmouthed man, who tells what 
really happened in all of those Bible stories, including 
the sex lives of the apostles, aids her. God is cast as a 
woman. A stripper compares the Catholic Mass to 
bad sex, and says, "It doesn't matter what you believe 
in -just that you believe" (Source: World magazine, 
April 24, 1999). 
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8rlell•1 
OAn Episcopal parish voted to leave the diocese 

in a dispute between the conservative congregation 
and the denomination's liberal leaders. "Our goal is 
to be faithful to classical Anglicanism," said David 
Ousley, rector of Church of St. James the Less. The 
dispute stems from a 1997 decision in which four con
servative dioceses were ordered to ordain and hire 
women as priests (Chicago Tribune, May 21, 1999). 

Uacol• 
OThe gay activist and founder of Act Up, Larry 

Kramer, is hawking the theory that Abraham Lincoln 
and his youthful friend, Joshua Speed, were lovers. 
They shared a bed for four years- common enough 
among struggling single men in frontier towns (Na
tional Review, May 31, 1999). 

lusflceP 
0 Judge Melba Marsh sentenced James Arnett, 

33, earlier this year to 51 years in prison for raping 
an 8-year-old girl ten times. In her sentencing judge 
Marsh quoted Matthew 18:5-6. 

This offended the delicate sensibilities of the rap
ist and his lawyer, so they appealed. Appeals-court 
judges Mark Painter and Rupert Doan overturned 
Judge Marsh's decision because she used the Bible for 
guidance in sentencing, saying it violated Arnett's 
"rights." . ,.,, _,""' 

OLynn Anderson, keynote speaker for the 1999 
Jubilee program in Nashville, is quoted in The Tennes
sean Oune 29, 1999) as saying he favors a cappella 
singing in worship, but he believes the instrumental 
music ban [in churches of Christ] "will be less signifi
cant in the future." He added, "The church of Christ 
a cappella practice shouldn't be a do-or-die salvation 
issue, but it relliains an attractive tradition - a good 
niche in marketing- since it's unknown in most 
other church bodies." ...... , ..... 

OThe first official act of President George Wash
ington was to pray in public. During his inaugural 
address he made 

[F]ervent supplications to that Almighty Being 
who rules over the universe, who presides in the 
councils of nations, and whose providential aids 
can supply every human defect, that His bene
diction may consecrate to the liberties and hap
piness of the people of the United States a Gov
ernment instituted by themselves for these es
sential purposes. ••• No people can be bound to 
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acknowledge and adore the Invisible Hand, 
which conducts the affairs of men more than the 
people of the United States. Every step by which 
they have advanced to the character of an inde
pendent nations seems to have been distin
guished by some token of providential agency. .,.,, ....... 

OSome people have wonderfully strange ideas 
about what constitutes a miracle. A 16-year-old boy 
(Houston Chronicle, June 12, 1999) took oH in a 
stolen airplane, made a perilous predawn landing in 
overcast skies, flew for more than 100 miles before 
being arrested and put in jail, charged with felony 
theft. It was a brazenly irresponsible act by an im
petuous and stupid teenager. 

Michael Moore, the plane's co-owner, who was 
the young pilot's volunteer mentor, said, "If you're a 
religious person, you'll give God all the credit." 

We wonder where God was whenJFKJr. crashed 
into the cold North Adantic, turning 3 people into 
ashes. 
C&rle - ., ,_ 

0 Lindell Mitchell of Livingston, Texas, sent the 
following poem, written by a 12-year-old girl from 
Boston. 

Now I sit me down in school 
Where praying is against the rule. 
For this great nation under God 
Finds mention of him very odd • 
If Scripture now the class recites 
It violates the Bill of Rights. · 
Anytime my head I bow 
Becomes a Federal matter now. 
The law is specific; the law is precise 
Praying out loud is no longer nice. 
Praying aloud in a public hall 
Upsets those who believe in nothing at all. 
In silence alone we can mediate 
And if God should get the credit- great! 
They are bringing their guns, 
I don't dare bring my Bible, 
To do so might make me liable. 
So, now, Oh Lord, this plea I make; 
Should I be shot in school, 
My soul please take. , ... , 
O"There is hardly any mental misery worse than 

that of having our own serious phrases, our rooted 
beliefs, caricatured by a charlatan or a hireling" 
(George Eliot). 



Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: "Is there sufficient emphasis on the im
portance of preaching in the church today?" 

Answer: No, not nearly enough. The two most pow
erful influences in the world during the first century 
were the preacher and his message (1 Cor. 1:18-21). 
The proclamation of the gospel in the early days of 
Christianity exerted a greater influence than the 
combined armies of mankind. The Imperial Roman 
Empire, invincible and unconquerable by force of 
arms, yielded to the armies of the Lord, and her im
pregnable legions fell one by one before the on
slaughts of the soldiers of the cross. Bound by "the 
cords of the gospel," it "sought to destroy," that 
mighty empire lives in history as an example of the 
futility of resisting those who take their orders from 
the Lord. 
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It has ever been thus; and, when faithful and 
brave defenders of the faith bare their breasts to the 
fight and lift aloft the banner of the Lord in coura
geous array, victory is always theirs. Denomination
alism, Liberalism, Pentecostalism and worldliness, 
though formidable in our day, present no more diffi
culties to overcome than the paganism characteristic 
of the apostolic age. Yet, when we compare the re
sults that attended the labors of the first preachers, 
ours pale into insignificance. Why is this so? Human 
nature remains the same. The gospel is as powerful 
now as it was in the apostolic age. It is, and will ever 
remain "the power of God unto salvation" (Rom. 
1: 16). People are as much in need of salvation, and 
sin is as disastrous now as ever. What explains our 
failure? Can it be that we are not preaching the gos
pel with the earnestness and fervor characteristic of 
the preachers of the first century? 

The thoughtful observer will draw this conclu
sion. Too many of us who claim to be preachers have 
"left the word of God," in order to "serve tables" 
(Acts 6:2), thus reversing the order of the apostles. In 
far, far too many instances today, the preacher's study 
has become an office, and the preacher has allowed 
himself to become an ecclesiastical bellboy and a cleri
cal button pusher! If, on occasion, the preacher de
murs, he is told that he was hired for this purpose and 
he must adjust or else. Often, the "or else" becomes 
the deciding factor, and another gospel preacher is 
added to an ever-increasing number of men who no 
longer have time to give "to the ministry of the word," 
and prayer. 

The preacher's decision will eventually show it
self in his waning power and persuasive abilities in the 
pulpit; but what of it? He can please his worldly 
brethren with the fact that he made thirty-seven calls 
last week, and spoke on "Good Citizenship" at two 
civic clubs! With many in the church today, pulpit 
power is a cheap and comparatively worthless com
modity, anyway. Some time ago, while in a meeting 
with a congregation in need of the services of a local 
preacher my assistance was asked in securing a man, 
and I was told by one of the elders that it did not par-
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ticularly matter whether the preacher could preach 
well or not, "if he were a good mixer!" To what has 
the church come when many elders are more inter
ested in a glorified chamber of commerce secretary 
for their preacher, than a man "mighty in word," in 
the pulpit? I presume that if these brethren stood in 
need of a doctor because illness had invaded their 
homes, they would not care whether he could practice 
medicine or not, just so he had attractive social graces! 
Or, if they needed the services of a lawyer, they would 
not inquire into his ability as an attorney of the law, 
they would concern themselves solely with whether 
he possessed a pleasing personality and could enter
tain people in the courtroom! 

This is not to minimize the importance of per
sonal contacts in the Lord's work. It is the responsibil
ity of all in the church to maintain such activity. Often, 
however, an over-emphasis here - the conviction 
that this is principally the preacher's work - is rob
bing the church of its most powerful influence, effec
tive preaching. The preacher, painfully conscious of 
what is expected of him, must turn from the Word of 
God and its careful and precise exposition to the 
multitude of small duties imposed upon him or, in the 
eyes of the brethren, fail in the performance of the 
duties for which he was "hired." If, in consequence, 
his sermons consist of mere platitudes and if he travels 
from Dan to Beersheba in the deliverance thereof, 
what does it matter? He played golf with some of the 
town's best known citizens, chaperoned two wiener 
roasts, and a rock festival during the week! It is sur
prising that the burdened preacher, drained of physi
cal, emotional and intellectual powers dips into a 
minister's sermon manual, pours hurriedly over it for 
a few minutes during the week, so that on the Lord's 
day he can grind out, like a phonograph, mail-order 
sermons, showing little power and no trace of person
ality? Jeremiah was asked, "Is there any word from 
the Lord?" Congregations of people today often look 
into the preacher's face as he gets into the pulpit ex
pectandy, hopefully, silendy waiting for the answer to 
the same question. Were the preacher in many in
stances to reply, he would have to say, "I do not know. 
I have not had time to find out." 

The number of men engaged as gospel preachers 
is larger than it has been in modem times. More 
preaching is being done today than at any time since 
the beginning of the Restoration Plea. Yet, there is a 
great dearth of Bible information among us. The fa
miliarity with the scriptures characteristic of our 
people in an earlier day is no longer true of us. Many 
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factors contribute thereto; but, it is also very true that 
the shifting of emphasis is leaving the people with 
empty husks. In an earlier day, brethren "opened the 
Scriptures," and "expounded them." They had no 
time for (and would have spurned such if they had), 
the modem topical, textual preaching which consists 
solely in meaningless platitudes and silly inanities 
with which many audiences are lulled to sleep these 
days. An old Scotch preacher once told his audience in 
a day when it was fashionable for people to take a 
pinch of snuff during services that if they felt them
selves getting drowsy during the sermon it would be 
in order for them to take a pinch of the powder while 
he preached. A thoughtful and discerning deacon re
plied that he thought the snuff ought to be put in the 
preacher's sermon! Pioneering preachers, in thunder
ing tones, laid error bare and condemned sin in all of 
its phases. The result? Tens of thousands otieyed the 
gospel, and a mighty influex, comparable only to that 
of the apostolic age, were saved. The church today is 
sorely in need of great preaching. It can have it only 
when the preachers prepare themselves to.deliver it. It 
is through this medium that the Lord's purpose is 
achieved in us who preach. 
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• Approved for 
V.A. benefits 

• Faculty dedicated 
to Bible authority 

• •Set for the defense 
of the gospel• 
Phil. 1:17 

-Is this for you?-

VIsit our campus or website for more Information 
1616 McCulley Drive 

Cookeville, Tennessee 38506 
www.tn-blblecollege.edu 

(931) 526-2616 • (931) 372-7258 tax 



Directory 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@repubUc.net 

-England-
Cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-

Seal Beach -Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St:95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted Parks. Come worship with us. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369-
0423. 

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 milesw. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elden: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.. Bronson 
Osric, preacher · 

-Indiana-
Evansville - West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Edgewood Dr., 47712. Sun. 9:15, 10:15 a.m., 

f h 
6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

Craig- Downtown Church o C rist, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. ('n mi. W of Counhousc on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co.·- Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

- Minnesota -
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 

I th 
••••• h f hri Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99518. (907)344- Gainesvil e- 39 • Ave Churc o C 'st, 1811 Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 
3931. ContactWm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, usc Highway 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@juno.com 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. - Mississippi -- (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the ••••• Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 _ .... 

Ed d A W 32208 S 10 11 S 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wcu. 7 

99701. (907) 456-4921. gewoo ve. est, • un. , a.m., p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. c ... ha .. rlie T. Gamer, minister. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box -
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
373-5583 South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Br®khaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 

-Alabama-
Jacksonville - Jacksonville church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across &om Jacksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. -Nonhpon (Tuscaloosa 8c University of Alabama) 

7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m.., B. J. CJarke 
••••• and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Roben 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
320-9780 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Margate - Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. Farmington _ Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
P.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) s 10 10 45 6 W d 7 584-0703 un. , : a.m., p.m., e • p.m. 

- Northpon Church of Christ, 2700 44c1a Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

.Melbourne - Church of Nonh Melbourne, 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy meeting in Sherwood Schoof. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. 

-Nebraska-
Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
1 08th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopccofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

~fs~8:5~·m., Wed. 7 p.m. (20S) 778-8961 or Orange Park- Lakesid;·church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachen, 
min. 276-2946 Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 

1 block &om Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (20S) 556_3062, 556_1275, Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, _North Carolina_ 
553-0546. ;~!~ ih~!:ll.f::Ov;:~~~~~27, ~~}j2\~ a.m., 

6 
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

- Arizona - - Sun. to, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

Gilben - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9,10 a.m., 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contacr (510) 655-
0388. 

Sarasota - Midway, "1i26 N. Tamiami Trail, 
next to Holiday Inn. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Gene Stilwell, minister. -Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-

-Ohio-
Dayton - Nonhridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m.., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Pattenon 
9 30 10 30 6 W d. 7 Josh Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. : , : a.m., p.m., e p.m. 
Miller, preacher. Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma- Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 Roanoke Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax (817) 491-2388 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, <423) 453-8915• John B. Daniels, preacher Rosenberg- Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 187-5814. 1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
Larry Thomas, preacher. -Texas- to a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, 

- Pennsylvania -
Potutown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 Rigo Arguera, preachen. (Services in English and 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, Spanish.) 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal San Antonio- Northern Oab Church of Christ 

- on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 

- South Carolina -
Bumct-BumetChurchofChrist,280SS.Water, 9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy.14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10,11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee -

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central Texas Lectureship -Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 mi. w on Hwy. lOS to 
Sapp Rd.). Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Cody Damron, preacher. -

-Virginia-
Christiansburg - Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. wr d 7 30]" D J" W d 7 Gl H"·-L .. -t. -:-: ........ _ 

Ch I a.m., 6 p.m., we • : am earman, evange ast. p.m., e • p.m., enn lu;n~ UliUUI'"' 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 P·~·· Wed. 7:30p.m., ares - (151) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 
Coc:bran, preacher. Hunt- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Qossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
flmmie B. Hill, ministC!:._ 

St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preac:hen. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. -
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. ]. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. ..... -------------...., 
Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

-Richwood- Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some thfngs we wfll not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The 
Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1·2 
Inches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with· our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you I 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

RO. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 7743D-0069 
(888) 367-6216(to/l free) • fax (409) 553-3721 • Jprophet@republlc.net 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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Questions 
and 

Ans.rers 
OpenPoraaa 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Fread
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
In the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions Involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pafiBS 
.f4.8S 

$3.10 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Firm Foundation 
RO. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

800-572-3618 



CLASSIFIED those interested in pan-time work. Please send 
r6sum~ and recent tape to 8004 Alabama Ave., 
Pon St. Joe, FL 32456, or call (850) 647-3525 
after 7 p.m. 

Preacher wanted. College Hill Church of Christ, 
Gunter, TX, is searching for a pulpit minister, to 

dv • • • th" • • $2 00 r· th Th" sect• • d · d t od t relocate to Gunter. House furnished. Good schools. A erfismg an IS section IS • per 1ne per mon IS 10n IS es1gne o accomm a e Send resume to Troyce Haker p 0 Box 7 Guna. 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is TX 75058 or call Cbarle~ Gr~bam,' wkda~ 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad (214)369-4372, evenings (903) 893-4938. 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, p h A II bl 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. reac en ra a • 
All aSds must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the Preacher with 20 yrs. experience looking for lull
following month. time work. Dan Gannon, Rt. 1, Box 168C, Purdoa, 

Preachen Needed 
Minister wanted: Need experienced personal 
worker, minister, and motivator for congregation 
of 100. Must be Bible centered and evangelistic 
minded. Salary provided/bouse possibly. Send 
risum~ to Marshfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
458, Marshfield, MO 65706. (417) 468-4161 

Cabool Church of Christ in Cabool MO ( 75 
members) seeks minister to work with our 
congregation and to spread the Gospel to our 
community. Contact: Ray Tool (417) 926-5258 or 
Brad Brown at brad4bim@pcls.net 

Minister needed for congregation of 60-70 in De 
Leon, Texas. Salary and 3-bedroom bouse. Send 
r&um~ to De Leon Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
200, De Leon, TX 76444. Ph. Larry Jim Womack 
(254) 893-6497 or Jerry Clark (254) 893-6468. 

CoDJCrVative congregation seeking evangelist for 
quasi-mission area in west central Indiana. We 
are a congregation of about 60. Good opportunity 
to build on a foundation all ready laid to reach the 
lost. Must be strong in the pulpit and able to 
provide leadership in establishing programs. Please 
Call K. Ellmore, chairman, at (765) 793-2387 

Small congregation (about 35 memben) in nonh 
central Florida is looking for a preacher. Will supply 
modem 3-bedroom house plus utilities and small 
salary. Interlachen Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
1884, Interlachen, FL 32148. (904) 684-2824. 

Pull-time, experienced conservative preacher 
wanted for small (25 +) congregation in Louisville, 
Miss. Providing partial suppon would be helpful. 
Ideal for the retired who wishes to continue in 
God's work. Will consider those interested in pan_. 
time work. Please send r6sum~ to P.O. Box 427, 
Louisville, MS 39339. (601) 677-3878. 

Congreption of approx. 475 memben desires to 
locate a pulpit minister keenly interested in spiritual 
and numerical growth of the Lord's church. Desire 
a man who will present the message of the scriptures 
in its purity to both memben and nonmemben 
alike. Must be a dynamic speaker and appeal to all 
age groups. Must be interested in community 
outreach and work to motivate the membership to 
accomplish this goal. Send r~um~ and sermon tape 
to Elders, Memorial Parkway Church of Christ, 
3703 Memorial Parkway, NW, Huntsville, AL 
35810, (256) 852-3801. 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying and 
spreading Christ's teachings while providing for 
the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
memben. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0100 

The Church of Christ meeting at 4th & Bois d'Arc, 
is currendy looking for an experienced minister. 
Please mail r&um~, audio tape & references: Attn. 
Leo Elliott, P.O. Box 1332, Pecos, TX 79772. E· 
mail leUiott@untravision.net. Phone day 1-80o-
588-5131 or fax, night 1-915-445-9333. 

Pull-time conservative preacher wanted for small 
(35+) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL 
(approx. 20 mi. from Panama City. Will need to 
provide panial support. Ideal for the retired who 
wishes to continue in God's work. Will consider 

1996 Power Lectureship 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship between the two covenants abounds in the 
denominational world and is finding Its way Into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book teaches the truth about the covenants and 
equips readers with the ability to discern and defeat the errors advanced by so 
many today. 804 pages. 

$15.00 
plus $3.75 shipping and handling • add 50¢ for each additional book 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • &Oo-572-3619 

TX 76679. (903) 673-2236. 

For Sale 
For Sale: 30 • 8' pews. Call Jerry Willis (800) 439-
2224. 

New book for sale: s.iiltg Spiritul sm.,t/1. 
Focus on Christian Hving. Designed for Bible classes. 
$11.50 for one copy. Discouncs on quantity ordcn. 
John Hobbs, 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606. 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lamben book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinden, 
159 Gibson Dr., Hendenoa, TN 38340. We a1ao 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books -The Lord's Church • 
Past, Present, Future (1999) $15.00, The Godhead 
(1998) $15.00, Dangerous 1sms (1997) $14.50. 
Write or call for list of othen. Most boob available 
on CD. Order from Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping 8c handling on siDaJe 
book orden. Multiple orden sent and billed. 

Church Bulletins Bound • $25.00. Please call 
Winnco 1-800-494-6626 or visit our web page 
http://winnco.homepage.com/binding.btml 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your dcpcc, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Coming to Branson? Stay with Christiana at 
Expressway Inn. Harold and Glenda Wilson, 
ownen. 1-80G-688-3682. 

Church Bonds for Sale 
The church of Christ in Chester, Vuginia has 
outgrown its present building, and bas plant to 
build a new building which will cost about 
$400,000. Instead of f"mancing through a bank, 
we arc offering brethren the opportunity to eam 
8% interest on their return over a ten-year 
period. The amount we need to f"ID811CO is 
$2SO,OOO. The minimum amount which hu 
been set on the individual bonds is SS,OOO. 
For more information, please contact Charles 
Carter (804) S30-1 073 or Alberl@11uJll.etg.MI. 
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Foy E. Wallace dr. on CD-ROM 
......................... $149.95 

• Contains all 14 of his books 
11 References from King James Bible 
• Articles by him from 

• Gospel Advocate 
• Gospel Guardian 
• Bible Banner 
• Torch 

Audio CasseHe Sermon Album 
·vol. 1-4 by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
• 4-volume set (16 tapes) .................................. $59.95 
• Each volume sold separately (4 tapes) •..••..••••• 15.95 

Books available by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
• The One Book ................................................. $19.95 

• God's Prophetic Word .•.•.••...............•..••.••..••...• 18.95 

• The Book of Revelation .................................... 18.95 

• The Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit •..••.. 9.95 

• The Gospel for Today ....................................... 22.95 

• An Evaluation of the New International Version 
•••••••.•••••.••..•...•.•.•••••.•••••••...••••••........ 8.95 

• The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
••••••..•..••••.••...•......•.••......................•. 8.95 

• Current Issues •••••••••••...•.••.•...•••••••••...••........••••••• 4.95 

• Commentary/Romans, Galatians, Ephesians •• 21.95 
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Names of Authority 
By Hugo McCord 

Four letters make up God's personal name, as 
he announced it from the burning bush to 
Moses: "YHWH" is "my name forever, and 

this is my memorial to all generations" (Exo. 3:15). 
Those four letters are called the "tetragrammaton" 
(Greek for "four letters"). 

The great meaning wrapped up in those four let
ters God explained to Moses: "I AM THAT I AM," 
or "I AM BECAUSE I AM," or "I EXIST BECAUSE I 
EXIST" (Exo. 3:14). Our brains cannot comprehend 
what all those words mean. Helpful are the words 
that Moses later wrote to God: "Even from everlast
ing to everlasting you are God" (Psa. 90:2). Also 
helpful are the words that YHWH spoke later to the 
apostle John: 

I am the Alpha and the Omega [the A and the 
Z], who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty (Rev. 1 :8). 

Reverence for the sacred name was prescribed 
when God wrote with his own "finger" (Exo. 31:18) 
on a rock: 

You wi ll not lift up the name of YHWH your 
God in shawe' ('falsehood,' 'worthlessness,' 
'vanity'), for YHWH will not hold him guiltless 
who lifts up his name in shawe' (Exo. 20:7). 

And the psalmist wrote that the name of God is 
"holy and reverend" (111 :9). 

One man, apparently in a fist fight, "blasphemed 
the name, and cursed" (Lev. 24: 11). God com
manded that he be stoned to death" (Lev. 24:14). 

This sad incident caused the Israelite people to think 
that the name YHWH was too sacred to be on hu
man lips, and to this day they always substitute f01 
YHWH the word "Lord." 

However, God never taught that his name could 
not be spoken, only that it not be misused. Eve re
joiced to say, when Cain was born, "I have obtained 
a man with [the help of] YHWH (Gen. 4: 1). Her 
grandson Enosh called "upon the name of YHWH" 
(Gen. 4:26), as did Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and others 
(Gen. 14:22; 15:2; 24:27; 26:28; 27:27; 28:16; 
30:24; 31:49). The psalmists often exhorted with 
the words halelu Yah, "Praise Yah" (111: 1). Several 
psalms are called "Hallelujahs" (111-113). 

While Jesus was on the earth, only the Father's 
name, "YHWH," was to be hallowed (Matt. 6:9) and 
glorified Oohn 12:28). Before Jesus left the earth, he 
taught his apostles that another name would be su
preme: "Until now," Jesus said, "You have asked noth
ing in my name" Oohn 16:24), but in anticipation of 
his receiving "all authority" in "heaven and on the 
earth" (Matt. 28:19), he said, "Ask, and you will re
ceive" Oohn 16:24). "I am going to the Father. I will 
do whatever you ask in my name, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. I will do anything you ask in 
my name" Oohn 14:12-14). 

The replacement of authority from the divine 
name to Jesus' name is scheduled to last until "the 
end of the world" (Matt. 28: 18-20), during which 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

To Be or Not to Be 
By H. A. {Buster) Dobbs 

T o solidify is to make solid, compact, or 
hard, strong or united. The difference 
between hardheaded and allied (as in 

family) is not always appreciated nor under
stood. We must not mistake bullheaded for 
united, nor should we suppose that oneness is 
the same as weak-minded. Conviction cannot 
give way to compromise. 

True religious unity must be something L....:=-=-...::..~~-~ 
more than what Ambrose Bierce described as 
"two thieves who have their hands so deeply inserted in each 
other's pockets that they cannot separately plunder a third" (The 
Devil's Dictionary). 

The oneness demanded of the disciples of Jesus in the sacred 
scriptures is much more than the flimsy sentime·nt that says, 
"When bad men combine, the good must associate; else they will 
fall, one by one, an unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible struggle." 

That is a long way around the block to say that it is always 
right to speak of the beauty and power of unadulterated unity. 
Bible unity is desirable, comforting, demanding, and ... elusive. 

Jesus prayed that his disciples be "one; even as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us" Uohn 17:21). 
The unity for which Jesus prayed is not sham, or play-like unity, 
but is through and through unity. Real unity! There is no break in 
the unity between eternal and divine beings. Their oneness is in
frangible - shockproof - shatterproof. There is no kink in the 
solid, infinite wall of perfect unity that characterizes the God
head. The question is: Can mere fallible mortals attain to such so
lidity, or did Jesus pray for the impossible? 

Jesus prayed "for them also that believe on me through their 
[the apostles] word" Uohn 17:20). The "word" [of the apostles] 
Jesus had in mind was the word given to them by the Holy Spirit, 
who spoke what things soever he heard Uohn 16:13). God the 
Holy Spirit spoke to the apostles only the Word he received from 
a limitless reservoir of infinite wisdom. Jesus prayed that those 
whose faith rested on the unshakable foundation of the very Word 
of very God would be one. Seeing God's Word is truth, when we 
speak as the oracles of God, how could it be otherwise? Truth 
does not disagree with itself. 

Strict conformity to revealed wisdom is the key of perfect 
unity, enabling believers in the apostles' doctrine to continue in 
fellowship and "all speak the same thing" with "no divisions" and 



"perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment" 
(1 Cor. 1:10). 

Jesus distinctly did not, in his prayer, ask that those who will 
not accept the truth on the "teaching of baptisms, and of laying on 
of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judg
ment" be united with those who do accept such teaching. His 
heart-cry to heaven as he stood at the door of death was that those 
who believe on me "through their word •.. may be one, as we are 
one." 

If a person will not accept what the Bible teaches about bap
tism, or the role of women, or music in worship, and such like, he 
is not included in this divine petition for unscarred unity. The 
unity for which the "Master of ocean and earth and skies" prayed 
was to be based on "scripture inspired of God." God's Word can
not be broken. 

Jesus was praying for those who are in the one body, which is 
his church (Eph 1:22-23). We have "access by faith into this 
grace" when we are buried in water and raised through the glory 
of the Father to a life of unblemished holiness. 

For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For as 
many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ. 
There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond 
nor free, there can be no male and female; for ye all are one man 
in Christ Jesus (Gal3:26-28). 

To plead for unity based on unbelief and disobedience is to in
sist on the impossible "for what fellowship have righteousness and 
iniquity? or what communion hath light with darkness? And what 
concord hath Christ with Belial? or what portion hath a believer 
with an unbeliever?" 

Someone may ask, is there no area of opinion, no room for 
disagreement, and no justification for honest difference? The an
swer is, sure, there is space for diversity even among believers, but 
not in the framework of God-given commands. When God speaks 
a positive injunction we are to obey as unquestioningly as the 
computers obeys the touch of the operator's hand. In this regard, 
we are but a flock of sheep. Those who are not a part of the flock 
following the voice of the good shepherd are goats (See Matt. 
25 :33). Those who trust and obey the saving gospel of Jesus are 
sons of God, all the rest are sons of the devil (See John 8:44-45). 
Each person classifies himself according to whether he gladly re
ceives the truth or thrusts it from him (See Acts 13 :46). 

Where then is the liberty? The tolerance for diversity is not in 
the things that are commanded, but in areas and space outside of 
positive divine injunctions. Some things do not matter one way or 
the other in the spiritual paradigm. If a thing is not a part of the 
revealed pattern, it is in the region of the indifferent and there is 
room for choice and there should be tolerance. If I decide to set 
aside a certain day for Bible study, prayer, and fasting, it is my 
right to do it. I do not have the right to bind my special day of de
votion on anyone else. I may drink coffee and you may think 
drinking coffee is bad in which case you do not judge me and I am 

ln-lhlslssue 

Hugo McCord · 
N~mu of· Authority •••••••• ~............... J 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Editorial 
To Be or Not_f.O_Be •••••••••••• ~~ ............ 2 

, Dr. Jolin Hobf!" . . . . 
Sacrecl Cow..................................... ' 

BfWI·Curtis 

Departure.-··•········•····················•······ 7 

v. Glen!J~Oy .- . :· .·: .·I.-.: 

lapture? ·~ ..... ~ ••• ~ ••••• ~ •••••• ~ ••••••••••••• ~~~~-' 

T. Pierce Broum 
-What' I• Your life? ••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• ~ l2 

Joe Dale Wilson 
·cflristlan? •••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• J4 

.C. R. Niehol. tkceased 
Apostasy···~·························~····~·····.'' 

B. L Douthitt. ·tJeceasetJ 
Remission·of Sins ·•············•····•······ JB 

Jim Norman 
· Questioning Son Queif ••• ~ •••••••••••• 20 

Potpourri... ····················••••!'•••••••••••••••••·22 

Guy N. ·Woods, tkceasetl 

' Q&A ··~··················~··················~·~·~·: '26 
November .1999 3 
Fum Poaadation 



not to despise you. 
But him that is weak in faith receive ye, yet not 
for decision of scruples. One man hath faith to 
eat all things: but he that is weak eateth herbs. 
Let not him that eateth set at nought him that 
eateth not; and let not him that eateth not judge 
him that eateth: for God hath received him. 
Who art thou that judgest the servant of an
other? to his own lord he standeth or falleth. 
Yea, he shall be made to stand; for the Lord hath 
power to make him stand. One man esteemeth 
one day above another:·another esteemeth every 
day alike. Let each man be fully assured in his 
own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth 
it unto the Lord: and he that eateth, eateth unto 
the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that 
eateth not, unto the Lord he eateth not, and 
giveth God thanks. For none of us liveth to him
self, and none dieth to himself. For whether we 
live, we live unto the Lord; or whether we die, 
we die unto the Lord: whether we live there
fore, or die, we are the Lord's (Rom 14:1-8). 

lames of Authority 
(continued from page 1) 

time "He who does not honor the Son does not 
honor the Father" Oohn 5 :23). 

In further preparation for Jesus' leaving this 
world, he instructed the apostles that "repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in his name to all 
the nations beginning at Jerusalem" (Luke 24:47). But 
the preaching in Jesus' name was n<?t to begin during 
the ten-day period between his ascension (fhursday, 
May 18, A.D. 30) and his coronation in heaven (Sun
day, May 28, A.D. 30) as "King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords" (Rev. 19:16; Acts 2:30; Heb 1:8-9): "Tarry in 
the city," he commanded, "until you are clothed with 
power from above" (Luke 24:49), while you "wait for 
the Father's promise" (Acts 1:4). 

The "Father's promise" was fulfilled when the 
apostles were "baptized in the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:5; 
2:1-4) on Sunday morning (May 28) at "nine 
o'clock" (A-cts 2:15). Then was delivered the first 
complete gospel sermon, the first time that the death, 
burial, and. resurrection of Jesus were preached (Acts 
2:31), the first time that the Father's name was re
placed by the Son's name. 

This was done after thousands of convicted lis
teners, sctbbed in their hearts because they had cru
cified Jesus, interrupted the sermon, crying out to 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, "Men and 
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The Spirit's teaching through Paul's pen in this 
passage clearly is not - cannot be in the nature of 
the case - referring to commands of sacred scrip
ture that create the divinely given pattern - like 
male headship or music in worship of God or the na
ture and purpose of baptism. These things are speci
fied and deviation cannot be tolerated. 

Well, someone may ask, Are we taking back what 
we earlier said about unity based on faith? The an
swer is no. The instruction for us not to make issues 
out of matters of indifference is as much a command 
of God as is the plan of salvation. Just be sure to deal 
with the indifferent and not tamper with what is re
quired in Holy Writ explicitly and in detail. 

"Happy is he that judgeth not himself in that 
which he approveth." 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston. TX 77269-0192 
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brothers, what should we do?" (Acts 2:37). 
Then, for the first time in the history of the 

world, sinners were told in what name they were to 
repent and be baptized: "in the name of Jesus 
Christ" (Acts 2:38). This was the first command 
from th~ one now clothed with "all authority in 
heaven and on the earth" (Matt. 28:18). The bap
tisms were to be done "into the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19), 
the Trinity, the triurie Godhead, the theotes (Col. 
2:9), but by the authority now transferred to "the 
name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 2:38). 

Since that momentous occasion, when "about 
three thousand souls" were baptized (Acts 2:41), 
"whatever" anyone does, "in word or in deed," must 
be done "in the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col. 3: 17), 
not in the divine name of God, the Tetragrammaton. 
All prayers are to be offered, not in the name of 
YHWH, but in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(Eph. 5 :20). 

Right after the first baptisms "in the name of 
Jesus Christ," Peter healed a crippled man in "the 
name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 3:6). Soon Peter repeated 
that "remission of sins" is in no "other name under 
heaven that is given among men, wherein sinners can 
"be saved" (Acts 4: 12). "Philip went down to the city 



of Samaria" and "proclaimed the good news about 
God's kingdom, and the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 
8:5, 12). Peter went to Caesarea preaching "that ev
eryone who believes in" Jesus "receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name" (Acts 10:43). 

From the day of Pentecost, May 28, A.D. 30, to 
"the end of the world" (Matt. 28:18-20), the Father 
has willed that his name be replaced by the Son's 
name, giving "him a name that is above every name, 
so that every knee - of the ones of heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth - should bend at 
Jesus' name" (Phil. 2:9-10), the name "far above ... 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but 
also in the world to come" (Eph. 1:21). 

We can understand why universal authority was 
placed in the name of Jesus when we remember (1) 
that he, like the Father, is "the Alpha and the 
Omega" (Rev. 1:8; 21:6; 22:13), and (2) that he, like 
the Father, is "the first and the last" (lsa. 41:4; 44:6; 
Rev. 1:17; 22:13), and (3) that he, like the Father is 
"the beginning and the end" (Rev. 21:6; 22:13). 

But when the Father said "all things are subjected" 
to Jesus, "it is clear that the one who subjected all 
things is the exception" (1 Cor. 15 :27). Consequendy, 
when Jesus "has subjected all things to him, then the 
Son himself will also be subjected to the one who sub
jected all things to him" (1 Cor. 15:27-28). 

Therefore, at the beginning of "the world to 
come" (Eph. 1:21), when Jesus "has placed all en
emies under his feet," including "death" (1 Cor. 
15:25-26), Jesus will deliver "the kingdom to God, 
even the father" (1 Cor. 15:24). · 

Then in heaven, after "the earth" is "burned up" 
(2 Pet. 3:10), Jesus will take second place. All au
thority". will return to the Father, and in heaven will 
be heard songs of praise to the Father calling atten
tion to his "memorial" name: "Alleluia" (Rev. 19:1, 
3-4, 6, KJV); "Hallelujah!" (ASV); "Praise Jah, you 
people!" (New World Translation of the Holy Scrip
tures); "Halleluyah!" Oewish New Testament). 

The Hebrew halal means "praise" and "jab" or 
"yah" are contracted forms OH or YH) of the divine 
name,]HVH orYHWH (Psa. 68:4; 104:35; 105:45; 
106:48, and in many other psalms). Consequently, 
"in the world to come" (Eph. 1:21), when the 
present "pre-eminence" (Col. 1: 18) of Christ's name 
gives way to his Father's name, praise to God's eter
nal name will be resumed. 
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Sacred Cow 
By Dr. John Hobbs 

H ow do we establish truth? By what criteria 
is something accepted as truth? In the 
courtroom many times "expert" witnesses 

testify. But how do we arrive at truth in religion? One 
procedure that many use is to appeal to someone who 
has a higher educational degree. But is this always 
valid? Is it valid anytime? Does the fact that a man has 
a Doctor's degree make him right and those who do 
not make them wrong? 

There are some in our brotherhood that b9w 
down to the god of education. Those who have more 
graduate advanced education are looked on by many 
as the ones with all the answers. To question one 
with a Doctor's degree is considered folly. These 
people are the "scholars" with all the right an8wers. 
Right? Who are we to question them when they have 
a "Doctor's degree" and we do not? 

When I was working on my first graduate 
course, I turned in a paper to my professor (a man 
with a Doctor's degree). He called me into his office 
and said, "John, you have a good paper, but you 
have used the word 'always' several times. (He had 
circled the word every time I had written it.) You 
need to be very careful using the word 'always,' be
cause things are not 'always' true." I replied, "Well, 
if something is true, it is always true because truth 
does not change." He said, "Let me give you an ex
ample. Remember before America was discovered, 
everyone thought the world was flat. Mter it was 
discovered, the truth was that it was round. So, the 
truth changed." I said, "Wait a minute. Before 
America was discovered, people thought the world 
was flat, but the truth had always been that it was 
round. The truth did not change; only man's con
ception and knowledge of the truth changed." He 
leaned back· in his chair, startled, and with eyes 
wide-open r~sponded, "You know, I think you are 
right." This is just one counter example - which is 
all it takes - to disprove the belief that one with a 
Doctor's degree is always right. 

Truth is not settled by a majority vote or by edu
cational degrees. Just because someone has a Ph.D., 
this does mean he has the truth. Albert Schweitzer 

6 ~~eF!:~d!:!! 

had three Ph.D.'s and yet he did not have the truth. 
He did not believe the deity of Jesus. 

When I took the course "Restoration History," I 
discovered that the restoration movement suffered 
greatly when our brethren went to liberal schools 
and obtained graduate degrees. Are we going to let 
history repeat itself? Are we going to sit with our 
hands folded and never challenge those with higher 
education? 

I am not against higher education. When I was 
considering working towards a Master's degree in 
religion, King Buchanan encouraged me to do so. I 
am so glad that I did. I encourage every. preacher to 
continue studying until the day he dies. I believe in 
the motto: "As long as you are green, you are grow
ing~ When you think you are ripe, you are rotten." 
But, we must not blindly follow our teachers just be
cause they have a Doctor's degree. We must examine 
any teaching regardless of its source (Acts 17:11). 

God commands us to diligently study the Word 
(2 Tim. 2:15). We are to "grow in knowledge" (2 
Pet. 3:18). Hosea ~aid, "My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge" (Hos. 4:6). We are commanded 
to "understand what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 
5:17). 

In Matthew 4 the Devil quoted Scripture to 
Jesus: Jesus quoted Scripture back to the Devil 
showing him that he had misinterpreted the Scrip
ture he quoted. This clearly proves that just because 
one can quote the Bible, that does not mean he is 
right or correctly understands the Bible. 

The time has come to stand up and be counted! 
We must not bow down to the idol-god of education. 
We should respect and honor education but not wor
ship it. Some of the best Bible teachers I have ever 
had do not have a Master's degree. Truth is truth re
gardless of where it comes from. Having a Doctor's 
degree is not a guarantee that one has the truth. 
There are highly educated brethren in our midst 
who are just absolutely wrong! 
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Departure 
By Burl Curtis 

"In every parting there is an image of dea.fh." 

The Holy Spirit guided Paul to write exactly pel is veiled, it is vei~ed in them that ?erish: in 
what should be said. The Spirit's words are whom the god of th1s world hath bhnded the 
timeless and all problems repetitive. So we minds of the unbelieving, .that the .light ?f the 

. . gospel of the glory of Chr1st, who IS the 1mage 
need to look at Bible warrungs and exhortations. of God, should not dawn upon them. For we 
"Take heed lest you drift," is one warning. preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, 

Change agents in the church have advertised in- and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 
tent to alter the church and make it conform to what Seeing it is God, that said, Light shall shine out 

h · b d d of darkness, who shined in our hearts, to give 
t ey conceive to e mo ern nee s. Change b~gets the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
change, and one departure leads to another until the in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this trea-
alteration becomes total and the original is entirely sure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding great-
lost. The history of Israel enforces this lesson, and ness of the power may be of God, ~d not from 
the Catholic Church is a sterling example and sol- our~elves; we are pressed on every Side, ret not 

emn warning. 
Unlike Paul, the Spirit does not guide these 

change agents. Those seeking to resist destructive 
change may, however, have the Spirit's counsel, see
ing it is inscribed in the Bible. Here is what the Spirit 
saith expressly about dealing with change agents in 
the church: 

And he gave some to be apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pas
tors and teachers; for the perfecting of the 
saints, unto the work of ministering, unto the 
building up of the body of Christ: till we all at
tain unto the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a fullgrown 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ: that we may be no longer chil
dren, tossed to and fro and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in 
craftiness, after the wiles of error; but speaking 
truth in love, we may grow up in all things into 
him, who is the head, even Christ; from whom 
all the body fitly framed and knit together 
through that which every joint supplieth, ac
cording to the working in due measure of each 
several part, maketh the increase of the body 
unto the building up of itself in love (Eph. 4:10-
16). 

Another passage to consider is the following: 
Therefore seeing we have this ministry, even as 
we obtained mercy, we faint not: but we have 
renounced the hidden things of shame, not 
walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully; but by the manifestation of the 
truth commending ourselves to every man's con
science in the sight of God. And even if our gos-

Straitened; perplexed, yet not unto despa~r; pur-
sued, yet not forsaken; smitten down, yet not 
destroyed; always bearing about in the body the 
dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be 
manifested in our.body (2 Cor. 4:1-10). 

Notice the Spirit's counsel in Ephesians 4:10-16: 
"The edifying of the body of Christ" (v. 12). Paul 

adds in 1 Corinthians 14:26b, "Let all things be 
done unto edifying." Anyone trying to build up a 
congregation will not demand needless changes but 
will "strengthen the things which remain" {Rev. 3:2). 
The church definitely is not edified when members 
quit and go nowhere or join a denomination if the 
changes they want are not made. 

"Till we all come in the unity of the faith" (v. 
13). The bad change agent wants to form some type 
of interdenominational unity but, evidently, he does 
not know yet where he is going. If he knows, surely 
he would have told us before now. He must believe 
he is right for he is going to end up paying a very 
high price. Unity movements do not produce the 
unity for which Jesus prayed Oohn 17:20-21). Yet 
some are trying to travel that old path of failure once 
again. Think about it! The church Jesus built is much 
too important to change when you don't know 
where you are going (Acts 20:28; Eph. 3:10-11). El
ders are commanded to use "sound doctrine both to 
exhort and to convince the gainsayers." The 
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"mouths" of those who are dividing the church 
"must be stopped" (Titus 1:9-11). 

ltltThe knowledge of the Son of God» (v. 13). 
Many change agents would have us lay the Bible 
aside and spend class time discussing many things, 
except what the Lord has said and the Spirit re
vealed. Little to no Bible study is done. The 
Twickenham Church of Christ in Huntsville, Ala., 
spends 20 minutes of Sunday morning class time 
watching the Andy Griffith Show (The Bible Accord
ing to Barney Fife, by Dennis McCafferty, USA Week
end, Jan. 8-10, 1999, p. 10). When television shows 
replace the Bible, the knowledge of Christ plum
mets. The Christian Chronicle carried this story on 
the front page with no warning (Vol. 56, No. 8, Aug. 
1999), and Wineskins praised it (Vol. 4, No. 4, pp. 
20-22). 

ltltUnto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ» (v. 13 ). Please prove 
by the Bible how the changes being pushed will 
make a complete, mature man. Richard E. ,Black 
wrote, "It remains true - those 'joined' to the 
church by methods rather than the message will 
'unjoin' with the death of the method. Conversion is 
thwarted when methods take priority over the mes
sage" (Torch of Truth, Spring, 1999, p. 6). Over 
thirty years ago the Independent Baptists in South 
Carolina saw entertainment was not the way to go. 
As one preacher put it, "If you have to use entertain
ment to bring 'em in, you'll have to use it and im
prove it to keep 'em." 

ltltBe no more children, tossed to and fro, and car
ried about with every wind of doctrine» (v. 14 ). 
Many of the things proposed and practiced today 
are sophomoric. Hardeman Nichols was right when 
he said in a plea to departing change agents, "But be 
warned: you will have opened up the floodgates, 
and you cannot stop with your initial departures. 
You will bring in other innovations because you did 
not heed the saying, 'Do not go beyond what is writ
ten'" (Gospel Advocate, Nov., 1998, p. 27). So, spiri
tual rulers, please watch for souls because you must 
give account (Heb. 13:17). It is easier stop depar
tures while they are small. 

"By the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive.» The immature 
are easily deceived. The bad change agent does not 
know he is wrong. He thinks he is right. But, accord
ing to the Bible, he is deceived and the deception is 
so bad, he doesn't know he is deceived. Still, he is 
crafty. His skilled stratagem adds a little here, takes 
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away a little there, overemphasizes one teaching, 
de-emphasizes another, and with stories and jokes 
causes those who are "unskillful in the word of righ
teousness" to believe what he says. 

"But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into 
him in all things, which is the head, even Christ." 
Bad change agents speak some truth. If not, they 
would lose their power to deceive. What God-fear
ing person would follow someone who flagrantly de
nies God? Counterfeits look like the genuine. The 
change is slow - here a little and there a little. If a 
false teacher lays it all out from the beginning, he 
would have no following. He is crafty enough to 
know this. This "hiding" is contrary to the spirit of 
the gospel. 

The faithful, like Paul, will declare the whole 
counsel of God (Acts 20:27) and speak as the oracles 
of God (1 Pet. 4: 11), but will teach and exhort in love. 
We "have renounced the hidden things of shame, not 
walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully" (2 Cor. 4:2). There is wonder working 
power in the gospel of God (Rom. 1:16). 

"For the word of God is living, and active, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even 
to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and 
ma"ow, and quick to discern the thoughts and in
tents of the heart" (Heb. 4: 12) 118 Red Oak 
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Rapture? 
By V. Glenn McCoy 

Ayoung Christian mother came into my office 
with her two children and said, "Will you 
please explain to my children what the Rap

ture is? Her children had been exposed to the Rap
ture through some of their friends and they were 
confused. 

Most of us have seen bumper stickers that refer 
to the Rapture, saying something to the effect "In 
Case of Rapture, This Car Will be Empty." Those 
who have not been indoctrinated by the proponents 
of this doctrine scratch their heads in wonder. 

Denominational programs on television present 
the Rapture as a doctrine all should believe. 

Although there are variations in belief about the 
Rapture, we will discuss the commonly held view. 

lot a Bilale Sullied 
Many are surprised to learn that the word Rapture is 
not in the Bible. It is not a Bible subject. The Scrip
tures say nothing about it. It is a concept that has 
been around for some time popularized by Hal 
Lindsey in his book, The Late Great Planet Earth. 

According to the proponents of the theory, at the 
end of the "church age" Jesus will raise the righteous 
dead and take them, along with the righteous who 
are living, to a special place, presumably like heaven, 
for seven years where they will be given rewards and 
positions. That is supposed to be the Rapture - but 
there is no mention of anything like that in the Bible. 

Proponents of this mistaken idea teach that those 
people who remain on the earth will not know 
where the saints have gone. They will realize they 
are gone, but will not be able to explain their disap
pearance. They will see the open graves that have 
been abandoned by the resurrected bodies, but they 
will have no explanation. While this Rapture is go
ing on in heaven for seven years, the "great tribula
tion," supposedly, takes place on the earth. 

Some think this will happen because of the last 
three and one-half years of the seven-year period 
mentioned by the prophet Daniel (See Daniel9:27). 

During that time there will be fear, anxiety, and 
death on a massive scale, say those who advocate a 
short-term Rapture, but no Bible writer teaches this. 

Further, those who advocate the Rapture teach 
that at the end of the seven-year period the righteous 
will go to Jerusalem with Christ and reign with him 
for a thousand years. At the end of the thousand
years the wicked will be resurrected and condemned 
to eternal punishment. 

What Is Wroag With the "Rapture?" 
There is no Bible basis for the this teaching. The 
Bible speaks of the joy of the saints as they enter 
heaven and this will be ecstasy (rapture) beyond 
imagination, but the Bible knows nothing of a 3.5 
year rhapsody, following by a 1,000 year reign on 
earth. This is simply not taught in the Bible. 

Notice some of the things wrong with the teach
ing of a coming short-term Rapture. 

1. The Rapture requires too many comings of 
Jesus. They have him coming the first time at his 
birth, and a second time to take the righteous away 
for seven years. They have him coming a third time 
seven years later to go to Jerusalem to reign a thou
sand years. Then at the end of the thousand years 
they have him raising the wicked and judging them. 
According to the Rapture proponents, another com
ing of the Lord is required for judgment upon the 
wicked. 

How does this fit with Bible teaching? The an
swer is, not at all. The Bible says that when Jesus 
comes he will execute judgment "upon all," not 
some now and some later, but all at one time. His 
coming will not be in stages with years between the 
comings. The Bible mentions only two comings of 
Jesus from heaven to earth (See Heb. 9:27). 

2. The proponents of the Rapture say that only 
a part of humanity will see Jesus when he comes the 
second time. Only the righteous dead and the righ
teous living will see him. The unrighteous living will 
not see him for at least seven more years, or until the 
thousand-year reign is finished. This cannot possibly 
be correct because Revelation 1:7 says that when 
Jesus comes "every eye will see him, even they who 
pierced him. And all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn because of him." 

3. The Rapture is in conflict with Matthew 
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25:31-46. Which, unlike the Rapture theory, has "all 
the nations," the wicked and the good being judged 
at the same time in the last judgment. The Rapture 
has some of the dead being raised while others are 
left in the grave. However, the Bible says that Jesus 
will come to judge all the living and dead, the 
wicked and the good, all in the same judgment. 
There will be a great separation. The wicked are 
placed on the left and the righteous on the right. 
Those on the left will be sentenced to punishment in 
hell, while those on the right will enjoy the bliss of 
heaven. There is no room in Matthew 25 for a Rap
ture period, or the "great tribulation," or the thou
sand years between the resurrection of the righteous 
and the wicked. 

Paul states in 2 Timothy 41, "I charge you there
fore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 
Judge, the living and the dead at his appearing and 
his kingdom." Paul said that Jesus would judge those 
who are living and those who are dead at his com
ing. Matthew 25:31-46 tells us that the judgment 
will contain both the righteous and the wicked. 
Therefore, all the wicked who are dead as well as 
those who are living will be judged. At the same 
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time, all the righteous who are living as well as those 
who are dead will be judged. In contrast, the Rap
ture has Jesus coming with no universal judgment, 
with only part of the dead being raised; while others 
are left in their graves. 

4. The Rapture theory is in contradiction to the 
clear and positive teaching of the Lord in John 5:28-
29. "Do not marvel at this for the hour is coming in 
which all who are in the graves will hear his voice 
and come forth-those who have done gpod, to the 
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to 
the resurrection of condemnation." 

The Rapture theory is wrong because it has mul
tiple judgments. The Bible says that all humanity will 
be judged at the same time, the good as well as the 
wicked. 

5. The Rapture does not fit the Bible teaching of 
the last day. "This is the will of the Father who sent 
me~ that of all he has given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up as the last day. And this is the 
will of him who sent me~ that everyone who sees the 
Son and believes in him may have everlasting life,
and I will raise him up at the last day . ... No one can 
come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
him~ -and I will raise him up at the last day" Oohn 
6:39-40,44). 'Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the 
last day" Oohn 6-54). "He who rejeas me~ and does 
not receive my words~ has that which judges him - the 
word that I have· spoken will judge him in the last 
day" Oohn 12-48). Jesus taught in John 5-28-29 that 
the resurrection of both the good and evil will take 
place in the same hour. That resurrection and judg
ment will take place in the last day. The Rapture 
theory has not just days but a thousand years sepa
rating the resurrection and judgment of the good 
and evil. 

6. The Rapture is in conflict with 2 Thessalo
nians 1:6-10. "Since it is a righteous thing with God 
to repay with tribulation those who trouble you~ and 
to give you who are troubled rest with us when the 
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels~ in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who 
do not know God~ and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be pun
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord and from the glory of his power, when he 
comes~ in that Day~ to be glorified in his saints and to 
be admired among all those who believe~ because our 
testimony among you was believed. " 

Paul speaks of two groups. The first group is 



composed of those who have been troubled and per
secuted. These are the obedient. The other group is 
described as those who do not know God and have 
not obeyed the gospel. He also talks about two com
pensations. To the afflicted he will give rest, but to 
the disobedient he will bring punishment. The rest 
for the righteous and punishment for the disobedient 
will occur in that day when Jesus comes with his an
gels. The Rapture theory does not have the wicked 
receiving their punishment in that day as Paul de
clared, but a thousand years later! According to the 
Rapture doctrine, the righteous will be in the air and 
the wicked will still be on the earth. 

7. The Rapture conflicts with 2 Peter 3:10-14. 
"But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in which the heavens will pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent 
heat; but the earth and the works that are in it will be 
burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in 
holy condua and godliness, looking for and hasten
ing the coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire and the 
elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless 
we, according to his promise, look for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
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Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, 
be diligent to be found by him in peace, without spot 
and blameless.» 

This passage refers to the Second Coming of 
Jesus. When he comes, the earth and all that is in it 
will be burned up. But, the Rapture demands a con
tinuation of the earth after the Lord comes. They say 
the earth will continue seven more years until Jesus 
returns to Jerusalem, and then a thousand more 
years after that. They teach that the earth will be 
renovated to be the resting-place for those who are 
not among the fortunate 144,000 who will be in 
heaven. Compare this farfetched theory with the 
Bible that clearly says the earth and all in it will be 
burned up at the Lord's Second Coming. 

Two Primary Passages 
There are two primary passages that the advocates 
for the Rapture use in an attempt to support this 
imaginative theory. (Neither the word Rapture nor 
teaching about this supposed Rapture is found in the 
Bible.) The two passages are: 

I Thessalonians 4: 13·17 
This passage is used in an attempt to support the 
Rapture theory, but these verses in no way verify the 
Rapture. The proponents of the Rapture say that 
Jesus will come in secret, but this passage tells us 
that when Jesus comes it will not be in secret. "He 
will descend with a shout, with the voice of the arch
angel, and with the trump of God" (v. 16). The com
ing of Christ mentioned in this passage is the one 
mentioned in Revelation 1:7. "Behold, he is coming 
with clouds, and every eye will see him, even they 
who pierced him." There is no secret coming dis
cussed here. These Scriptures say that there will be a 
shout, the voice of the archangel, the trump of God, 
and every eye seeing Jesus when he comes again. 

2 Corinthians 15:50·58 
This is a second passage the advocates of the Rapture 
use. It equally lacks support for the theory. Verse 52 
dispels the idea of a secret coming when it tells us that 
the sound of a trumpet will accompany the Lord. 
When Jesus comes, immortality will begin (v. 53). 
Death will be destroyed at his coming, "swallowed up 
in victory" (v. 54). In contrast, Rapture proponents 
say that life and death will continue on earth during 
the time the righteous are in rapture with Jesus. These 
passages repudiate this false doctrine. 
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What Is Your Life? 
By T. Pierce Brown 

Some who read this would immediately think of 
James 4:14, "For what is your life? It is even a 
vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and 

then vanisheth away." Some would think of Romans 
12: 1 in the NAU, "Therefore I urge you, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a liv
ing and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, [which is] 
your spiritual service of worship." Others would 
think of 1 Corinthians 10:31, "Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God." There are brethren who take various ap
proaches to such passages as these. 

First, there are those who might say, "James 
plainly says that life is a vapor. So i~ is apparent that 
the words are synonyms and therefore mean the 
same thing. Romans 12:1 plainly says that we are to 
present our bodies a living sacrifice, and this is a 
spiritual service of worship. It is clear that it is to be 
constant, continual and complete, so everything a 
Christian does is worship. It is even made more clear 
from 1 Corinthians 10:31, for Paul here says that all 
we do in word or deed is to be done to the glory of 
God. There should be no question that whenever we 
do anything to the glory of God, we have a worship
ful attitude, so all we do is worship." From there on, 
in any discussion with that person everything would 
probably "go downhill" as they might say in some 
sections of Tennessee. 

The second person might say, "One may note 
that the term 'life' in James 4:14 is from the Greek 
'zoe' and not from 'psuche,' the word usually trans
lated 'life.'" Then he would launch into a long dis
sertation on the difference in the meaning of those 
two words as Vine and Strong and others define 
them and then come to some conclusion that might 
or might not obscure the real meaning of the pas
sage. He would do the same kind of thing with Ro
mans 12:1, saying something like, "All scholars, 
Greek English Lexicons and many translations show 
that the words 'living sacrifice' connote worship and 
that the Greek term which is here translated 'spiri
tual service of worship' is from the Greek 'logikeen 
latreian' which all scholars define as 'rational or 
logical divine service (or worship). So it is evident 
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that since all the life of a Christian is to be thought 
of a living sacrifice, and it is certain that whole life 
of a Christian consists of every small act, then every 
small act of a Christian is to be considered worship, 
whether it be a word or deed." 

The third person, an ordinary thoughtful man 
who makes no claim to special insights and/or schol
arly attainments, but simply wants to understand 
and teach what the Bible teaches, sees immediately 
that the expression "your life is a vapor" is simply a 
metaphorical expression that is explained in the lat
ter part of the verse. "It appears for a little time and 
vanishes away." He does not really need to know the 
difference between "zoe," "bios," "psuche," "agoge," 
or "anastrophe" all of which signify "life" in some 
way. He does not get involved in "striving about 
words to no profit" (2 Tim. 2: 14), but simply 
teaches and lives his life in such a way ·that demon
strates that he believes what the Bible says about it 
- that it appears for a little time and vanishes. 

In the same way, he sees that Paul in Romans 
12:1 does not mean that we are to present our bod
ies as a literal sacrifice in the same way that a priest 
offered a lamb on the altar as an act of worship to 
God, but that he is speaking in a strong and vivid 
metaphor indicating that our whole life belongs to 
God. This does not mean, suggest or imply that ev
ery act is directed to God, in which case it is prob
able that the word "proskuneuo" would be used. But 
it does mean that every act should be one that would 
bring glory to God, for Paul says that all we do, in 
word or deed is to be done to the glory of God. Any
one who denies that, on whatever basis he may deny 
it, denies what the Bible says and is wrong. 

The ordinary person would realize that he prob
ably could neither give nor understands scholarly ex
egesis of either Romans 12:1, or 1 Corinthians 
10:31, but would look at the passages in the same 
way most of us would look at James 4:14. When we 
start looking at scholarly definitions of the words 
translated "worship" or "service," we realize that 
one can spend hours discussing the meaning of 
"proskuneuo," "sebomai," "sebazomai," "latrueo," 
"eusebeo," "doxa," "kauchaomai," and other words 



that suggest, connote or imply worship in some con
text. So the ordinary person would simply make a 
few simple observations. 

First, all of us who are Christians are in the army 
of the Lord, and although it was a "one time act" 
when we got in, we are enlisted for life, and there
fore all we do is "in his service." However, as is the 
case in the army of the USA, that does not mean that 
all we do while in the service of our country is done 
in service to our country. Anyone can realize that a 
soldier going to the movie with his date should con
duct himself as an honorable soldier, for he is always 
in the service. But his honorable actions there are 
not in the same category as his honorable actions on 
the battlefield when he is doing service for his coun
try. In the same way, and on the same basis, as Chris
tians all that we do is "in the service of God," but is 
not necessarily directed in service to God. Thus, it is 
not to be thought of in the same category as worship 
that is directed to God, as when we sing praises to 
him. Nevertheless, it is to be with a deliberate, 
thoughtful, spiritual, worshipful attitude, or he may 
be dishonorably discharged. 

We may do a disservice to the truth of God 
if we have a sign in the church building 
saying, "Enter to worship. Leave to 

serve." Any time when we teach or imply that we 
can only properly worship in a church building we 
have injured the cause of Christ. Any time we teach 
or imply tha~ some service for humanity under 
God's direction outside the church building is less 
important that some act of devotion that we call 
"worship't· in the church building we have done 
damage to the truth. When a devoted servant of God 
sees evidence of that misplaced emphasis and points 
out that everything a person does is to be done to the 
glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31) and that his whole life is 
to be a worshipful life, he may be misunderstood, 
maligned, and ridiculed as if he were teaching that 
playing golf or changing the baby's diapers is wor
ship, in the same category as the acts God com
manded that directly pay homage to him. 

One who teaches that our whole life is to be a 
living sacrifice and that all we do is to be done to the 
glory of God does not necessarily imply or remotely 
suggest that playing golf is in the same category as 
taking the Lord's Supper or singing praises to God. 
At the same time, we need to realize that one may 
play golf or change the baby's diapers to the glory of 
God. Or he may not. If he is a Christian, he is sup-

posed to do that. If you ever play golf or change a 
baby's diapers, you need to know that the attitude 
and actions you perform while you are doing those 
things, or any mundane or apparently insignificant 
task, may be as important both in the sight of God 
and in the influence on mankind as any act you may 
perform in a church building that you think of as 
worship. If it is not evident on the golf course, at the 
kitchen sink, changing the baby's diaper, or taking 
food to a needy widow or orphan that your whole 
life is a life of worshipful, devoted service to God, 
then you are not living for Christ as you should. 

This in no sense implies or suggests that every 
word that may be translated "worship" in the New 
Testament is synonymous with every other word so 
translated, or that they involve the same actions. It 
does not take a Greek scholar to know that taking a 
basket of food to a poor widow (pure religion -
James 1:27) is not the same as bowing one's head 
and/or bending one's knee in praise and thanksgiv
ing to God. However, it should also not need a 
Greek or any other kind of scholar to realize that 
there are many in the church who seem to assume 
that going through four or five acts that are called 
worship in the church building are more important 
or indicative of a true worshiper than taking the bas
ket of food to the widow. Their assumption is 
wrong. Practicing pure religion necessarily involves 
the attitude of a true worshiper. This does not mean 
that the act of visiting the widow in her affliction 
Uames 1:27) is an act of devotion directed to God in 
the same way that a song of praise may be. Let us re
alize, however, that even a song of praise that we as
sume is worship in the assembly may not actually be 
worship to the individual who may be singing it, but 
merely mouthing the words. 

It is of little value to accuse Greek scholars of 
mistranslating when they say that the term "pure re
ligion" suggests that the person who practices such is 
a true worshiper. It is of little value to merely say, 
"Scholars are wrong when they say that 'logikeen 
latrien' cannot mean 'reasonable or logical ministra
tion for God' and suggest a worshipful attitude." It 
is improper to suggest that "latreuo" is synonymous 
with "proskuneuo" or that an act done while we are 
in the service of God (in His army) is always the 
same as an act done for the specific purpose of di
recting honor and praise to God. The whole life of a 
Christian should be characterized. by love. That does 
not mean, suggest, or imply that every individual act 
must be one that demonstrates love to some person. 
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The whole life of a Christian should be a prayerful 
life. That does not mean every separate act must be 
thought of as a prayer. So every act or thought of a 
Christian is to be a part of a life that is a continual 
living sacrifice. That does not mean that every indi
vidual act is a literal sacrifice. It does mean that the 
whole of one's Christian life is spoken of metaphori
cally as a living sacrifice, in contrast to the dead ani
mals offered in worship to God under the Mosaic 
dispensation. It certainly is improper to say that a 
brother who tries to get us to see that everything we 
do in word or deed is to be done to the glory of God 
is thereby teaching that because one can play golf or 
go fishing to the glory of God (and should do so if he 
plays golf or fishes) that he is therefore implying or 
teaching that he can. substitute golf or fishing for 
singing or taking the Lord's Supper. If his life is not 
loving, prayerful, worshipful when he is fishing, he 
is not living the Christian life. But it does not take a 
Greek scholar to know that his catching a fish is not 

the same thing as an act of love directed to God or to 
his fellowman. Surely no thoughtful Bible student 
would say that catching a fish is worship, but he 
should have enough spirituality to realize that the at
titude and actions he demonstrates while catching 
the fish may be as important as, or even more impor
tant than, simply going through one or more of the 
five acts we call worship in the church building. 

A person may do more damage to the cause of 
Christ by failing to play golf or fish to the glory of 
God than he would do by failing to take the Lord's 
Supper in the proper way. One may be able to tell 
more about your Christianity by how you act on the 
golf course than he can by watching you in what we 
commonly call "a worship service." An attitude of 
worship, reverence for God and desire to give Him 
glory should permeate every facet of our lives, no 
matter how mundane, trivial or insignificant 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
Cookeville~ 1N 38501 

Fp 

Christian? 
By Joe Dale Wilson 

This week while traveling I was listening to the 
radio when a lady caller objected to the pro 
gram subje.ct. She spoke of her disdain for a 

certain denominational preacher in Dallas. Then she 
made two statements: First, "I am a Christian les
bian!" Second, "Jesus never condemned homosexu
ality." I want you to think about her two statements 
for just a moment. 

First, in our world many things are done in the 
name of religion that are not righteous, but are 
worldly. For example, all of the "Holy Wars" are not 
the function of the church. Jesus said, "My kingdom 
is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom 
not from hence" ijohn 18:36). 

Notice that his kingdom is not an earthly king
dom, "not from hence." The New American Stan
dard correcdy translates it, "not of this realm." His 
is a spiritual kingdom and his followers do not raise 
arms to fight. They make disciples by teaching and 
converting (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 2:36-42). 
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Some have never learned the lesson that God 
does not even suggest that Christians use physical 
force to compel others to accept religion. Just look 
at all the wars and lynch mobs that have come on the 
scene to constrain people to become believers. If 
Christians are mightier than others, they are not to 
force obedience, because God wants people to serve 
him out of respect and appreciation, and to act from 
free will (Rom. 2:4-5; Acts 13 :46) 

A major area where this principle is violated is in 
the raising of monies for the local church functions. 
The Bible clearly teaches that we are to give free will 
offerings, "Every man according as he purposeth in 
his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of neces
sity: for God loveth a cheerful giver" {2 Cor. 9:7 
KJV). Not one place in the scriptures are we told to 
have bake sales, car washes, rummage sales, begging, 
suppers, book sales, etc. Man has thought these were 
Christian bazaars when Christ never authorized such. 
With these examples, we can conclude that the word 
Christian has been connected to many things that re
ally are not Christian or a function of Christ's church. 



The word translated disciple means a learner, or 
student. We ask, Can a person be a Christian whore
monger? Christian drug addict? Christian murderer? 
Christian thief? Christian liar? Christian gossiper? 
Christian child-molester? You know the answer. 

It is hoped that all sinners will repent and be
come Christians, but we are not Christian while we 
are living in disobedience to God's Word. A Chris
tian, therefore, cannot be a lesbian. 

Paul is singled out as being against women and 
homosexuality. Yet, Paul was guided by the Holy 
Spirit to write what he recorded in 2 Timothy 3: 16-17 
"All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work." The Bible is God
breathed and is for our training and benefit. 

When Paul wrote it was for our learning and for 
our correction, and was God's message, not Paul's. 
We cannot justify sin by discrediting God's old sol
dier. 

We are told Jesus did not make mention of ho
mosexuality. People want to justify homosexual mar
riages and practices and use the argument that "Jesus 
did not condemn it!" If a person has to have the ex
act words, "Thou shalt not commit homosexuality," 
in order to see what Jesus taught, then a man could 
marry a cow or a woman a bull if they were so in
clined, and it would not violate scripture; neither 
would taking drugs and smoking pot because Jesus 
himself did not say, "Thou shalt not smoke dope and 
snort cocaine." 

What did Jesus teach? First, the word fornication 
occurs five times in the New Testament (Matt. 5 :32; 
15:19; 19:9; Mark 7:21; John 8:4). This word has 
the broadest application of all the Greek words in 
the Bible that describe sexual activities. The Greek 
word porneia includes adultery between married and 
non-married people, harlotry, incest, bestiality, and 
homosexual activities. Notice how the word is used 
in Jude 7, "Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
cities about them in like manner, giving themselves 
over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are 
set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire." 

It is clear from Genesis 19 that Sodom and Go
morrah were destroyed for homosexual practices, or 
fornication. 

Second, Jesus taught what marriage was to be like! 
Look at Matthew 19:4 "And he answered and said 
unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made 

them at the beginning made them male and female." 
Jesus tells us that there are two sexes, men and 
women. Next he said, "For this cause shall a man 
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: 
and they twain shall be one flesh" (Matt. 19:5). 
Therefore marriage is between a man and a woman, 
not a woman and a woman or a man and a man. 

Homosexual relationships are excluded by virtue 
of not being specifically included. When a person or
ders steak for supper and the waitress brings him a 
chocolate pie, did he get what he ordered? 

Jesus tells us this was God's arrangement from 
the beginning. Therefore, homosexual relationships 
are excluded. When Jesus specified a man and a 
woman make a God-joined together marriage, that 
eliminates two men or two women. 

Jesus also said that man is not to interfere with 
God's arrangement for the home. "Wherefore they 
are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder" (Matt. 
19:6). 

Jesus told the apostles that the Holy Spirit would 
cause them to remember all he had taught them 
ijohn 14:26), and guide them into all truth ijohn 
16: 13). Paul wrote as the Spirit directed him, ac
cording to this promise. 

We conclude that Jesus authorized Paul to write 
that homosexuality is sinful and deserving eternal 
damnation (Rom 1:26-27). The ordinance of God is 
"that they that practice such things are worthy of 
death," by which he, of course, meant spiritual death 
- the second death. 
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(We continue to reprint a series of articles by the talented and lamented Charles R. Nichol on ~hether the 
child of God can sin and be lost.) 

Apostasy 
By C. R. Nichol 

I t has been a conviction of mine since I was a mere 
boy that Jehovah is good to us; that he seeks to 
do us good, and good only; that from him 

come good gifts, and from him only come the per
fect gifts. 

I was taught to believe, and continue to believe, 
that God is omniscient; and that the Lord Christ 
knows our weaknesses as well as our strength, not 
only because he is "all knowing," but because he was 
"in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin" (Heb. 4: 15). 

Not only does the Lord love us and seek to do us 
good continually, but he makes only righteous de
mands of his creatures. He calls on us to do only 
such things as are within the limits of our ability. 

To me the doctrine that one cannot come to the 
Lord, that because an alien is "dead in trespasses and 
sins" he is unable to hear and accept the invitation of 
the Lord to "come unto me," and is then condemned 
because he does not "come," is refuted by the fact 
that the Lord invites him to "come." 

I am as certain that the child does not bear the 
iniquity of the father as I am that "right is right." Had 
God never said, "The son shall not bear the iniquity of 
the father" (Ezek. 18:20), I am certain I could never 
have held the view that children are condemned for 
the sins of their parents. I can, and do, understand 
that children do often suffer as a consequence of the 
misdeeds of their parents. A father may be furnishing 
the family with the neces~ things for the comfort of 
his family, and then he may commit some crime for 
which he is convicted and confined to the prison, 
where he is unable to continue to supply the family 
with the things needed for their comfort, and they 
may suffer for material things. The family suffers as a 
consequence of the sins of the breadwinner, but the 
State is not punishing the family, nor did the jury as
sess the penalty against the man with a view of punish
ing the family. As a consequence of the sins of another 
you may suffer, but no right-thinking man will punish 
you for the sins of another. 
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God makes demands that each lost individual re
pent of his sins, and each one can comply with that 
demand. God never requires the impossible of you. 

In Old Testament times God commanded the 
people to bring unto him animal sacrifices. They 
were not permitted to bring a lamb suffering from 
scabies or an animal deformed. They could not palm 
off on the Lord an undesirable animal as a sacrifice. 

Do the children of God sin in the New Testa
ment age of the world? Those who declare that a 
child of God cannot fall from grace, that a child of 
God cannot sin and be lost, hold different views 
touching the power of a child of God to commit a 
sin. Some of them declare that after becoming a 
child of God it is not possible for the spirit of the 
child of God to commit a sin, but that the body of 
the converted man does sin - that the body only 
sins! They also hold that man is totally depraved at 
birth - by heredity; that the body and spirit are 
both corrupt at birth, by inheritance; that in regen
eration the spirit is made pure, that it becomes a 
child of God; but the body remains depraved, and 
sins; but the regenerated spirit can commit no sin. 

It is my persuasion that some have never taken 
the time to see the meaning of the word depraved. To 
say one is "depraved" is to affirm that Jte is morally 
debased, that he is corrupt. 

A thoughtful person would be slow to affirm 
"morals" of the mere body. "Morals" is not an at
tribute of the "dust." But if it be true that the body 
of the child of God is depraved - "morally debased, 
corrupt," and remains so throughout the life on 
earth - I submit that it is not Possible for the com
mand of the Lord to be obeyed - namely, "Present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God" (Rom. 12: 1). Do what? Present your bodies a 
sacrifice unto God? What kind of a sacrifice? A 
"holy" sacrifice. I declare that if the position is true 
advanced by Baptists and others who teach that the 
body is depraved and remains so throughout life on 
earth, it is not possible to present the "body" a 



"holy" sacrifice unto Jehovah! The doctrine makes 
impossible obedience to the Lord! This one passage 
from God's word is sufficient to refute the doctrine 
of depravity as held by its advocates. 

There is no sense in talking about "hot" ice, 
"honest" thieves, "truthful" liars, or "white" black. 
Nor is there in declaring one must present unto Je
hovah a "holy" body, if that body is corrupt and re
mains so throughout life! 

"Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies: these are the things which defile a 
man" (Matt. 15: 19-20). These things come out of 
what? "Out of the heart." What is the heart? "The 
heart knoweth its own bitterness" (Prov. 14:10). Not 
only is it the "heart" that "knows," but it is declared 
that it is the spirit that knows. "What man knoweth 
the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him?" (1 Cor. 2: 11). 

In one verse it is said the "spirit" knows, while in 
the other quotation it is the heart that knows. The 
heart and the spirit are one they are the same. Since 
it is "out of the heart" that "evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts," etc., come, and the 
heart and spirit are the same, it must follow that 
these things arise within the spirit. Since all such 
things arise within the heart, or spirit - not in the 
body - how can one claim that the spirit of the 
child of God cannot sin? He does not have to stain 
his hands in the blood of his fellow man to be a mur
derer, for "whosoever hateth his brother is a mur
derer" (1 John 3:15). The man who hates his 
brother is what? A murderer. Does he have to drive 
the knife and spill the blood to be a murderer? No! 
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"Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer." From 
whence comes murder? The Lord said: "For out of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders." Yet, in 
the face of this, some declare a child of God cannot 
sin! Is it no sin to commit murder? Is it impossible 
for a child of God to hate his brother? 

Yet more: "Every one that looketh on a woman 
to lust after her hath committed adultery with her al
ready in his heart" (Matt. 5 :28). Without the overt, 
physical act the Lord declares one may commit adul
tery. Christ, the Lord, declares that fornication, 
adultery, and such things, come "out of the heart." 
"The Lord looketh on the heart" (1 Sam. 16:7). 

If the doctrine be true that a child of God cannot 
sin, since "evil thoughts," "adultery," "fornications," 
and such things, come from the heart, it follows that 
it is no sin for a child of God to do such things. "Be
lieve it, who can?" If the unconverted man does such 
things, he sins - sins grievously; but the one who 
declares a child of God cannot sin, declares it is only 
the body of the child of God doing such things, and 
the regenerated heart does not sin; hence, the child 
of God is in no danger of being lost. Can there be 
found in all the seductive falsehoods authorized by 
Satan a more fatal scheme with which to deceive? 
Logically the theory says: If you have been born 
again, your spirit has been regenerated, and it can
not sin, hence cannot possibly be lost. Your depraved 
body will sin, but be not alarmed touching your final 
destiny and entrance into heaven, for the sins of 
your body will in no way jeopardize the spirit's en
trance into glory. Your body may become so lawless 
in its course that crime after crime is charged against 
you; but when brought before the courts of the land, 
have your lawyer to plead that it is only your body 
that has been acting ugly - that it is your body that 
is guilty. True, you may be guilty of some crime for 
which the jury assesses capital punishment- that is, 
you are adjudged so corrupt in life that your influ
ence is too baneful to be allowed to continue and 
you are killed - but what of it? The jury declares 
you are too corrupt to be allowed to continue to live 
on earth; but the doctrine that the child of God can
not commit a sin says you will go directly to heaven. 
In short, the man is too mean to be allowed to live 
on earth; kill him and let his spirit go on to glory! I 
charge you, my brother, to remember: The Lord says 
all such people will have their part in hell (Rev. 
21:8). 

Fiht printed july 27, 1940 
~ 
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(The following article appeared in the Gospel Advocate, Dec. 26, 1940. It is typical of the kind of teaching 
that converted the lost and made the church a bastion of truth.) 

Remission of Sins 
By B. L. Douthitt 

T his subject is, obviously, of great importance. 
There should be a sincere love for scriptural 
teaching of the subject~ There are many con

flicting opinions and theories respecting the remis
sion of sins. We should have an absorbing interest in 
this most important theme, according to the teaching 
of God's Word, and not according to the conflicting 
views of men. The New Testament reveals the plan, or 
the law of remission, by which God will forgive and 
save those obedient to his will. It is safe to take the 
divine plan God has given us in the New Testament. 

The Bible teaches that man is lost, and that God's 
Son is willing and ready to save. Christ's invitation is: 

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light (Matt. 11 :28-30). 

Man cannot be saved without the blood of 
Christ. 

To the praise of the glory of his grace, which he 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved: in whom 
we have our redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, which he made to abound to
ward us in all wisdom and prudence (Eph. 
1 :6-8). 

Christ shed his blood for our remission. "For this 
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many unto remission of sins" (Matt. 26:28). This is a 
great blessing, for without the remission of sins there 
can be no salvation for man here or eternal happi
ness hereafter. The death of Christ has made our sal
vation possible. 

Conditions of Forgiveness 
God remits sins according to a plan. The plan of sal
vation sets out conditions. God has reserved the right 
to prescribe the conditions of man's forgiveness. 
When man complies with conditions named, the Lord 
confers the blessing promised. One cannot claim sal
vation while refusing to comply with the conditions of 
forgiveness. 

Moses E. Lard forms a sound rule to keep in 
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mind as we consider the conditions of forgiveness: 
"Where salvation is promised to a person, or affirmed 
of him, on certain named conditions, though it may 
depend on more conditions than those named, it can 
never depend on less." 

Take the Great Commission given by Mark: "Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" 
(Mark 16:15-16). 

The promise of the Lord is salvation. The condi
tions named are faith and baptism. According to the 
above rule, salvation may depend on more than faith 
and baptism, and it does; but it can never be enjoyed 
on less than faith and baptism. Christ himself said: 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." In 
the same passage he says: "But he that believeth nor 
shall be damned." On this point the reader's atten
tion is called to an argument by W.H. Hopson, in 
"Living Pulpit," pp. 298-299: 

But says another objector: "In the commission it 
is said that 'he that believeth not shall be 
damned'; and if baptism is essential, it seems to 
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me it ought to have read, 'He that believeth not, 
and is not baptized, shall be damned.' In your 
own mind, write out the commission, adding 
your amendment. Then salvation is left where 
we found it, dependent upon two conditions; 
but damnation, instead of being suspended on 
one act of disobedience, can now only be ex
ecuted upon two acts of disobedience. Then he 
could be damned if he believed not; now be can
not. Before he can be condemned under the im
proved commission, be must also be unbaptized. 
To be damned, he must be a nonbeliever and un
baptized. A baptized unbeliever and an unbap
tized believer, having obeyed one command and 
disobeyed the other, could, according to this 
commission, be neither saved nor damned. 

Salvation depends on more conditions than faith 
and baptism. Men are commanded to repent. "And 
that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name unto all the nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem" (Luke 24: 17). 

Inspired men stressed repentance in New Testa
ment times. Jesus himself said: "I tell you, Nay: but, 
except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish" 
(Luke 13:3). Peter commands his hearers to repent. 
"Repent ye therefore, and turn again, that Your sins 
may be blotted out, that so there may come seasons 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord" (Acts 
3:19). 

There is need of repentance today, and God wills 
that all come to repentance. The Bible dearly teaches 
that repentance is a condition of forgiveness. "Breth
ren, what shall we do? And Peter said unto them, Re
pent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:37-
38). 

What is repentance? "For godly sorrow worketh 
repentance unto salvation, a repentance which 
bringeth no regret: but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death" (2 Cor. 7:10). This passage is not a 
definition of repentance. This godly sorrow is needed 
today, for men must repent to be saved, and godly sor
row will lead to repentance. 

J.W. McGarvey gives the following definition of 
repentance: "Repentance is a change of the will, pro
duced by sorrow for sin, and leading to reforma-
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tion." Others have defined repentance as follows: 
"Repentance is heart sorrow and a clean life ensu
ing." "True repentance consists in the heart being 
broken for sin and broken from sin." "The strongest 
proof of repentance is the endeavor to atone." 

God has promised the remission of sins. Accord
ing to the word of God, one will receive the remis
sion of sins when he meets the conditions of remis
sion or forgiveness. The Lord commands men to be
lieve, he commands men to repent, and he com
mands men on a confession of their faith to be bap
tized. These simple commands of Christ are in view 
of the remission of sins. If one is essential, so are the 
others. If one of these conditions is nonessential, we 
might contend, so are the others. The Lord does not 
command one to do something for the remission of 
sins that is nonessential. 

According to the Savior's promise, obey his com-
mands and you will receive the remission of sins. 

With cheerful feet may they advance, 
And run the Christian race, 
And, through the troubles of the way, 
Find all-sufficient grace. 
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Christian, but it exhorts and pleads with the outsider, too. 
It can be read straight through or used as a reference book. 

"It is so rellllllble, tU if one is spealdng to someone 
entirely unfamiliar with the doctrine." 

It also contains in part: About·doctrine itself, inspiration, 
inerrance, etc., the plan of salvation, the scheme to save 
man, faith only, eternal security, baptism, grace and law, 
the church, Calvinism, the Holy Spirit, Pentecostalism, 
Premillennialism Catholicism, instrumental music, fel
lowship, Jehovah's Witness doctrine, Mormonism, the 
sabbath, is the church a denomination?, etc. it tries to deal 
in a kind way with the idea: "If I'm not a member of the 
churches of Christ, will I go to hell?" and undenomina
tional Christianity, etc. 

653 pages • Hardback 
$16.00 plus $3.75 shipping and handling 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Questioning Son Quest 
By Jim Norman 

I recently attended a program for young people 
called Son Quest. The event took place in Or
lando, Florida. I was uncomfortable with what 

went on there. I saw a lot of people clapping to cer
tain songs, and some raising their hands in the air 
(on at least one song). Most of the lessons had a lot 
of stories and humor with very little content. I think 
that the church is in big trouble if we continue to let 
these things go on at retreats, camps, and other 
events like this. 

Vacation Bible School is another place where we 
have faltered in our teaching the young people about 
worship. We have made it seem we can clap and 
stomp our feet and cheer in a religious setting. When 
the kids grow up they don't understand why we 
don't do these things in a worship service. An adult 
told me that they didn't see anything wrong with 
clapping during songs at a function like this [Son 
Quest]. Many people overlook the fact that even 
though we are not in a church building and it is not 
at our regular time for worship, if we are singing 
songs of praise, we are worshiping. 

We need to be teaching the fundamentals of the 
faith to our young people, so that they understand 
why the church doesn't have instruments, and why 
we are to be reverent in our worship. All of these 
things are in the Bible. 

Ecclesiastes 5:1-3 says: 
Walk prudently when we go to the house of 
God; and draw near to hear rather than to give 
sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they 
do evil. We should not be rash with our mouth. 
And let not our heart utter anything hastily be
fore God. For God is in heaven, and we are on 
earth; therefore our words should be few. For a 
dream comes through much activity. And a 
fool's voice is known by his many words. 

That is what I thought about this weekend at Son 
Quest. They talked a lot and said little. The worship 
was far from prudent. The talk before the offering 
was more like a TV evangelist; he said give all you 
have, for the Lord will provide. 

I fear for the future of the church if we continue 
to have events like this under the guise of being a 

20 ~:;.e;:~:!! 

church function, and are little more than an interde
nominational event. We need to be careful of what 
we teach by our example. 

The church must go back to basics and teach ev
eryone how to study the Bible and the history of the 
church. We need to understand the plan of salvation, 
corporate worship, mission of the church, and orga
nization of the church. We must emphasize the one
ness of the faith, and the church. 

We need to understand that people are not the 
audience - God is. We should always look at what 
God wants, not what we want. Just because we 
might like instrumental music, doesn't mean that it's 
OK. The Bible commands us to sing - and playing 
an instrument is not singing. 

The Bible warns us about false teachers coming 
into the church disguised as sheep. Look out! 

19584 Midway Blvd. 
Port Charlotte~ FL 33948 

Kno.w Your Bible 
by Frank Dunn 

• Containing an analysis of every book 
In the Bible 

• Valuable guide and textbook 
• Personal Bible study 
• Men's classes 
• Women's groups 
• Preacher and teacher training 
• Adults and teen classes 

• Beautifully bound hardback 
• 650 pages 
• Suitable for libraries and treasured gifts 

• $25.00 each 
plus ~.75 shipping and handling 
add 75¢ for esch additions/ copy 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430.0089 
1·800·572-3619 
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ScHOOL OF PREACHING 
V.P. Black 

[iJ 
Brooks Boyd 

Bob Bauer 1807 South Florida A venue. Lakeland, FL 33803 
(800) 320-9780 

Ted Wheeler 

"Do You Understand Preaching?" 
25th Annual Lectureship - January 17-20, 2000 

Jackie M. Stears man, Director 

Monday 
9:00 The Need to Train Preachers 
9:40 Jesus the Master Preacher 
10:20 BREAK 

Emanuel Daugheny 
V.P. Black 

J. Brooks Boyd. Jr. 

Wcdncsdny 
9:00 Preachers and Longevity 
9:40 Changes I Sec in Preaching 
10:20 BREAK 

Frank Higginbotham 
V.P. Black 

Jimmy Clark 
Gene Burgcn 

10:50 Preachers as Peacemakers 
11 :30 LUNCH 

I 0:50 Preachers Need to Study 
11 :30 LUNCH Chris Steele 

B.C. Cnrr 

Preachers and Their lnnucnce 
I :30 Areas of lnOuence Chris Steele 
2:00 Destroying lnOuence 
2:30 Improving lnOuencc 
3:00 BREAK 

Emanuel Daugheny 
Stephen Rogers 

3:30 Forum: Preachers and Their lnOuence 
4:30 DINNER 
6:30 Congregational Singing 
7:00 Preachers Must Love People Samuel Roney 
7:45 Looking Back Over Fifty Years of Preaching B.C. Carr 

Tuesday 
9:00 Preachi ng for Small Congregations 
9:40 What Docs It Mean to Preach Jesus? 
10:20 BREAK 
I 0:50 From House to House 
II :30 LUNCH (faculty (lilt/ alumni photos) 

Preachers and Expediency 
I :30 Who Determines Expediency? 
2:00 Decisions in a Congregation 
2:30 Arc There Abuses in Expediency? 
3:00 BREAK 
3:30 Forum: Preachers and Expediency 
4:30 DINNER 
6:30 Congregational Singing 
7:00 John the Baptist as a Preacher 
7:-15 Mistakes Made in Study 

Plomer Hunter 
V.P Olack 

Stephen Rogers 

Gene Stilwell 
Billy Davidson 

Bob Bauer 

Bobby L Foster 
Jimmy Clark 

Preachers and Public Opinion 
I :30 Avoiding Fads 
2:00 Understanding Tradition 
2:30 Preachers and the Scholars 
3:00 BREA K 

DemarEiam 
Frank Higginbothcm 

B.J . Clarke 

3:30 Fonun: Preachers and Public Opinion 
4:30 DINNER 
6:30 Congregational Singing 
7:00 Jesus as a Preacher 
7:-15 Elders-Preacher Understanding 

Thursday 
9:00 Prc:1ching in a Foreign Country 
9:40 Prcuchers Need to Grow 
10:20 BREAK 
10:50 Preachers Need Suppon 
11 :30 LUNCH 

Mistakes Made by Preachers 
I :30 Questionable Associates 
2:00 Doctrinal 
2:30 Indolence 
3:00 BREAK 
3:30 Forum: 1\li>takes Made by Preachers 
4:30 DI NNER 
6:30 Congregational Singing 
7:00 Demas as a Preacher 
7:45 Preacher. Encourage Us 

Greg Hannon 
Roy Dicks 

Ted Wheeler 
Tom Holland 

B.J . Clarke 

Mike Dykes 
Neal Pharr 

Gene Burgett 

Nat.: Stewan 
Tom Holland 

B. Davidson Roy Dicks Mike Dykes Demar Elam Bob Foster Greg Harmon F. Higginbotham Tom Holland 

Our·"Y2K" lectureship book will make a valuable addition to a ny Christian 's library. In a ddition to the lectures, this book will also 
include an extensive appendix containing additional articles relating to preaching, the work of a preacher, and preachers' wives. 
,/ Call us today and order your copy of Lhis importanl book! You may also want to order one or more 

Do You of our earlier lectureship books! 

Understand 
Preaching? 

~ 
J\Hitl4 Sc"t.ool.t J-'rf"J<Illnt 

Lt~twc:\ll·r 

J -.U~ ~~.anlh.~ l>$riL'\t,._ 
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S AOft!J&Au: Ow.lt\._hofChrul 

"Do You Understand Preaching?" ........................................................... $ 16-00 

Available books from previous years: 
What Does It Mean To Be A Christian Like Paul? ('99) .................... ... ........ ..... $ 15 00 

Meeting The Challenging Tests Of Life ('98) ......... ........... ................. ...... .......... $ 14 00 

If The Foundations Be Destroyed. What Can The Righteous Do ? ('97) ............ $ 14·00 

Good News That Troubles The World ('95) ............ ............................. ....... ........ $ 14 00 

Call 1-800-320-9780, or e-mail: FSOP@gle.net, website: hllp//Fsop.net 

All prices include postage! 

Credit cards accepted 
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Potpourri ••• 
T he Firm Foundation goes marching bravely 

on. The paper has been in existence since 
October 1884 (115 years last month). It is the 

second oldest paper being published by members of 
the church. The paper, like all enterprises, has had 
its ups and downs, but overall has served the interest 
of the brotherhood of believers with dignity and effi
ciency (otherwise it could not have survived). 

The paper is committed to sound (healthful) Bible 
doctrine because it is dedicated to the principles of 
restoration and the need for fidelity to Christ and his 
cross. Its chief aim is to be true to the scripture in
spired of God, which is able to make the sinner com
plete in the sight of God (2 TID13:16-17). Only pure 
Bible teaching is able to build us up and present us 
blameless before the judgment bar of God (Acts 
20:32). 

Here we stand - and, before God, we can do 
nothing else. 

We are pleased to announce that our subscription 
base is up, book sales are up, and the sale of Bible 
School literature is up. 

We are grateful. 
Some may wish the demise of the Firm Founda

tion, and others may pray for its increase in reader
ship and influence. Remember Mark Twain's classic 
remark about the report of his death being greatly 
exaggerated, as he looked a reporter in the eye. 

New publications come and go, but the Firm 
Foundation continues to continue. 

We have neither ill will nor criticism of upstart 
journals, and wish them well, but journalistic waters 
are uncertain and shoal filled. We advise caution and 
temperance in predicting the success of the new and 
the failure of the old, lest you be thought of as a 
reckless partisan. 

Anyway, we do thank our many loyal supporters 
and pray God's blessing upon them. The Firm Foun
dation has ~een in the forefront of every major dis-

Harmon House Publishing, Inc. 
We do not sell as a business, what we cannot 

recommend with a clear conscience personally" 

hHpi/Jwww.harmonhp.com 
Every Item we sell is always 15% off the retail 
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cussion for more than a hundred years - and is 
likely to continue to be in the vanguard of truth for 
many years to come. 

We ask you to continue with us as we champion 
truth and oppose error in the coming millennium -
Y2K threats notwithstanding. Our commitment is 
now and ever has been to the old paths (SeeJer. 6:16). 

This column calls attention to modern foibles 
and human eccentricities. It has a wide following -
and for that we are humbly grateful. It may stammer 
but will never apostatize. And Amen! This is not an 
apology, but is an affirmation. Okay - here goes! 

lafenlef lv•agellsm 
OAs many of you know, we maintain an Internet 

Web Site. It is called Bible Infonet http://www.bible
infonet.org and we receive a large number of hits 
daily. One feature of the program is Bible Questions 
and Answers. We receive 30 to 50 questions daily. A 
man recently sent in a series of about 12 questions in 
which he was trying to better understand the teach
ing of the Bible about baptism. On Sept. 23, 1999 
we received the following message: 

Mr. Dobbs, 
I want to thank you for all the help you pro
vided me in understanding the Bible. I wanted 
you to know that I was baptized and am a mem
ber of the Dale City church of Christ. My wife 
and daughter were also baptized and are mem
bers of the Lord's church. Again, thanks for all 
your help. 

That makes all the seemingly endless hours of 
time and effort worth it. We know of about a dozen 
people who have obeyed the gospel as a result of this 
program. 

Met6odlsf Buggy 
OAccording to an Associated Press article 

(printed in the Chicago Tribune, August 20) the West
ern North Carolina Conference of the United Method
ist Church sponsors a 1937 Ford race car. The spon
sors explained that it uses the car as a way to "pro
mote the Christian faith, just as NASCAR sponsors 
put logos on cars to promote cigarettes and alcohol." 
The car came in 15th in a recent 20-car race. The 
driver commented, "With God you are always a win
ner" (we are indebted to Earl Davis for continuing to 
send clippings from the Tribune). 



Follow-up 
OWe recently reported that a "radical lesbian 

feminist" ethics teacher, Mary Daly, refused to admit 
male students to her class with the threat that she 
would resign and walk if forced to teach boys. The 
school took her at her word and last week packed up 
Daly's belongings and changed the locks on her doors. 

"I saw women were repressed," Daly told Na
tional Public Radio, "one quiet little fellow with a 
beard would stop the discussion, the women would 
feel sorry for him. Some of them would try to take 
care of him. Women in classes with young men 
would shut up all the time. They're laughed at; they 
have to be sexy. And they can't really think." 

Linda Chavez, a female columnist (and a good 
one) commented: 

Are these timorous females the same species 
feminists have insisted should be sent into com
bat, put in charge of Fortune 500 companies, 
and be elected the highest offices in the land? 
When it suits them, feminists argue that men 
and women are identical and there can be no ra
tional basis for treating them differently - that 
is, until the shoe is on the feminists' foot. Then, 
suddenly, we've got to change the rules to ac
commodate women's very different needs and 
sensibilities (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 18, 1999). 

Parents Take Note 
OPHILADELPHIA - A couple is suing their 

daughter's school guidance counselor for advising 
the 17 -year-old to get a secret abortion and telling 
her, "Someday you'lllook back on this and laugh." 

The federal lawsuit also accuses counselor Will
iam Hickey of cashing checks from the girl's boy
friend through school district bank accounts, lying 
to teachers so the girl could miss school and drawing 
her a map so she could drive to the abortion clinic in 
New Jersey (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 19, 1999). 

Abortion and Crime 
0 Reacting to the unproven claim by two econo

mists that when abortion is readily available un
wanted children are avoided, and unwanted children 
often grow up to be criminals and therefore abortion 
reduces crime, the director of a placement agency 
pointed out that "unplanned" is not the same as "un
wanted." "As a respected adoption agency we can at
test to the complete acceptance and caring for 'un
wanted,' abused, neglected or abandoned children 
by generous and loving families," said the director. 
He also pointed out that Wade vs. Roe seems to have 
opened the door to increasing disregard for human 
life (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 18, 1999). 

Interesting 
OJay Leno had the perfect comedy routine. Rov

ing through the audience of his late-night talk show, 
Leno asked people how much they knew about the 
Bible. "Name one of the ten commandments," he 
asked. A hand went up: "God helps those who help 
themselves?" Leno went on: "Name one of the 
apostles." No answer. But when he asked his audi
ence to name the four Beatles, the names "George, 
Paul, John, and Ringo" flew from the crowd (Chris
tianity Today, Aug. 9, 1999). 

Nothing in a Name? 
OPhilip Davis favored us, via email, with the fol

lowing from Lovelines, Rubel Shelly 's weekly church 
bulletin: "A recent Sunday edition of the Tennessean 
(Aug. 22, 1999) carried a front-page article on 
name-dropping among churches. Specifically, it 
pointed to several new Southern Baptist churches 
that do not use the word "Baptist" on their church 
signs . . .. Although the article in question never 
raised the issue, the primary reasons church planters 
are slow to slap a denominational name on their 

Tennessee Bible College 
"Bible-Centered Higher Education" 

•Two-year 
preacher program 

• B.A. degree 
In Bible 

• M.A. and Ph.D 
In Christian Doctrine 
and Apologetics 

• Approved for 
V.A. benefits 

• Faculty dedicated 
to Bible authority 

• "Set for the defense 
of the gospel" 
Phil. 1:17 

-Is this for you?-

Visit our campus or website for more information 

1616 McCulley Drive 
Cookeville, Tennessee 38506 

www.tn-blblecollege.edu 
(931) 526-2616 • (931} 372-7258 fax 
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churches are as follows: (1) most are theologically 
literate enough to know that denominational affilia
tion is not the key to newness of life, and (2) even 
the theologically illiterate know that people who are 
'church shopping' could care less about denomina
tional brand names." 

The Shelly article continued: "Pastor Mark 
Norris of River Oaks Community Church in Mur
freesboro spoke of a survey taken in Rutherford 
County. He said, 'Something that came back crystal 
clear was that people had [negative] preconceptions 
about two church groups - Baptist and Church of 
Christ." 

The piece concludes: "So welcome to the Family 
of God at Woodmont Hills. We know the history of 
denominations. It's just that we're not so interested 
in perpetuating rivalry and sectarianism as in exalt
ing Jesus. It's a great time to be alive." 

Yes, well, I think we get the point - or is it the 
needle? 

Superstitio• 
OA federal judge ruled in White Plains, N.Y. that 

a school district violated religious rights of profess
ing Christians. He found that the district had al
lowed "worry dolls" - yarn and toothpick figures -
to be made in class and sold in a school store as a 
way for students to keep bad dreams away (Associ
ated Press). 

New Study 
ONational Review, May 17, 1999, informs that 

"a new study, reported in Science, was unable to 
find any "gay genes" where earlier studies had sug
gested they might be. Social conservatives cheered 
the finding, believing that it undercuts the claim 
that gays are "just born that way" and cannot be 
faulted for their choices. In truth, neither side in the 
culture wars should worry about what's in the sci
ence journals. An impulse can be felt as a compul
sion whether it has genetic or environmental origin. 
Moreover, neither the origin nor the intensity of the 
impulse determines the morality of acting on it. The 
key question is whether homosexual conduct is in 
itself immoral. The political effects of research are 
not easily predicted: Proof of genetic causation of 
homosexuality could be used, monstrously, to facili
tate the abortion of gay-leaning fetuses. Critics of 
the campaign to normalize homosexuality should 
remember that it has succeeded less because of 
sexual restraint generally. We need no genetic expla
nation for that. 
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lecontillllfion 
OAccording to letters recently received the 

Christiansburg Church of Christ, 1250 South Frank
lin Street, Christiansburg, VA and the East Side 
Church of Christ, 200 Houchins Road, 
Christiansburg, VA have announced a reconciliation. 
The two groups have been alienated for some time, 
but have resolved their disagreements and difficul
ties and are now in harmony. Good! This is a noble 
example for the rest of us. 

lelres6ing 
OThe United States House of Representatives 

voted to permit the display of the Ten Command
ments in schools and other public buildings by a vote 
of 248 to 180 (Christianity Today, Aug. 9, 1999). 

Vegetables 
OPeople for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 

have put up billboards all over America showing a 
picture that is supposed to represent Jesus (with an 
orange slice halo) that proclaims: "Jesus was a veg
etarian - follow him." 

Of course, Jesus ate the Passover, which featured 
roast lamb - but also bitter herbs. 

Brown 
IJ'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

P.O. Box 210667 -Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 



Wraagllng aall Willi Bull •llli11g 
OPresbyterians. ate lunch at Billy Bob's, the 

world's largest honky-tonk, sang the national an
them, and once more put off resolving the church's 
most cantankerous controversy - whether 
noncelibate homosexuals should be ordained. 

The 2.6 million-member Presbyterian Church 
(USA) retained current bans on ordaining homo
sexuals in a week-long General Assembly meeting in 
Fort Worth. But the denomination also voted to 
study the homosexual ordination question and re
visit the subject in 2001 (Christianity Today, Aug. 9, 
1999). 

f6anlc rou 
OJames W. Berry has been sending out copies of 

the Firm Foundation together with a note that reads: 
"Thank you for accepting this sample copy of the 
Firm Foundation. We hope and pray that you will 
want to subscribe to this great magazine. You can 
also help by passing your copy on to a friend. Please 
send $16 per with your name and address to: Firm 
Foundation, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430. We 
have received several subscriptions as a result of 
brother Berry's work. 

A word to the wise. 

Good Ouesfioa 
Oln a Chicago Tribune article (Sept. 12) the 

statement is made, "Our forebearers worried about 
their souls. We worry about our assets and where we 
will celebrate New Year's Eve." The question is then 
asked: "Is this progress?" 

lllarver .. 
0 Paul Harvey is a widely quoted commentator, 

but his recent column has attracted more than ordi
nary attention. He writes about the schoolhouse 
shooting at Littleton in Colorado. He mentions 
guns, but then points out those guns are not the 
problem. 

Harvey declares that half our children are raised 
in broken homes and get about 3 0 seconds of mean
ingful conversation with their parents each day. 
Children grow up in daycare centers where their so
cial skills develop under the law of the jungle. Many 
kids watch an average of seven hours of TV each 
day, which is filled with sex and violence. Many chil
dren are no longer considered a blessing from God 
but are viewed as inconveniences that p3Ients try to 
raise in their spare time. We give two-year prison 
sentences to teenagers who kill their newborns. We 

teach our offspring they are glorified apes for which 
there are no laws of morality and that actions have 
no consequences. Even the President gets away with 
it. But, Harvey says, the problem is guns. 

(This piece was sent to us by several of our read
ers.) 

Spiritual lflffles 
0 Episcopal Bishop John Spong has come out with 

another book, Why Christianity Must Change or Die 
(Harper, San Francisco). [We notice this same theme 
in the writings of change agents in the church, only 
they are saying the church, which is the body of Jesus, 
must change or die.] Marcus Borg, a liberal Bible 
scholar, produced the book, The Meaning of Jesus. He 
says Jesus' body may never have been raised from the 
dead and ridicules the idea that "Jesus died for our 
sins, rose from the dead, and, because of that, we can 
go to heaven." Both Spong and Borg say that Jesus 
was little more than an imposter and the gospels are 
the wishful thinking of sincere but deluded disciples 
of Jesus. Still, neither Borg nor Spong nor any other 
skeptic can explain the unparalleled success of the 
church, the continuing observance of the Lord's Sup
per "in one bright chain of loving rite," the large num
ber of believers in Jesus in the modern world, and the 
fidelity unto death of coundess first-century witnesses 
of the resurrection. The church grew and flourished 
because of the blood of the martyrs that sealed their 
eyewitness testimony of the resurrection. It is hard to 
argue against success. "Glory to his name." While 
Spong and Borg and all their ilk will go "down to the 
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vile dust from which they sprung, unwept, unhon
ored, and unsung." 

SIIMJ Girls 
OThe modern world may not be nearly as civi

lized as we would like to think. In African tribal reli
gion in Ghana there are 166 shrines of Fetish Priests, 
who are viewed as intermediaries to tribal deities. 
The priests obtain the girls to pay for crimes by fam
ily members who want to appease gods and avert di
saster caused by a curse on the entire household. 
Thus, they willingly hand over a daughter to become 
property of the priest. The· girls, as young as four, 
must cook and farm. At age thirteen, they also be
come sex slaves to the priest (Source: Christianity 
Today, July 12, 1999). 

"Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature." 

lave f011 Noficefl7 
OWhen some people's cup runneth over it 

maketh other people's cup to runneth over too? 
Thank God for overflowing cups that overflow my 
cup.· And, thank you. 

ColllliJellfflrr 
OThomas Jefferson said, "It does me no injury 

for my neighbor to say there are 20 gods or no gods. 
It neither picks my pocket nor breaks my leg." When 
criticized for making the statement, Jefferson then 
wrote an essay on the merits of Jesus as a role model 
(Chicago Tribune, Sept. 8, 1999). 

Sfn111ge 
OOne wannabe preacher is to present a lesson at 

the upcoming Pepperdine Lectureship on, "How 
grace applies to the sin of divorce." It appears he 
aims to say that grace makes divorce excusable. This 
same man, floundering in his sheer impotency, says, 
"Did Jesus say what God has joined together man 
cannot put asunder, or man must not put asunder." 
What Jesus said was, "Let not man put asunder." It is 
remarkable that professed believers in Christ would 
want to promote a philosophy that undermines mar
riage and the family. God hates divorce. The crying 
need of our age is to vigorously defend and practice 
the permanence of marriage. The covenant of matri
mony is "till death do us part." It does seem strange 
that an educational institution would want to give a 
platform to someone who has nothing better to do 
than excuse and justify divorce. There may be excep
tions, but marriage ought to be a lifetime commit
ment. 
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Meeflag 
OThe Restoration Forum will be in Western 

Canada this year. Speakers will include Rubel Shelly, 
Ron Fraser, Chris De Welt, Doug Foster, Victor 
Knowles, Dennis Randall, William Pile, and Denny 
Boultinghouse according to an announcement in 
ONE BODY magazine, Spring 1999. 

O"Meetings are a great trap," said John Kenneth 
Galbraith, "Soon you find yourself trying to get 
agreement and then the people who disagree come 
to think they have a right to be persuaded." , .. ,, 

OThe inimitable Otis Gatewood has stepped 
through the exit door of life and has joined the souls 
of just men made perfect. Brother Gatewood was a 
missionary for more than 40 years in Europe. He did 
extraordinary things for the good of the kingdom. 
We honor his memory and mourn his passing. He 
was promoted to glory at the earthly age of 8 8 and 
leaves behind his widow, Irene, a son, David Otis, 
and a daughter, Darlene Michele McGee of Vienna, 
Austria. He made to himself friends by means of the 
mammon of unrighteousness and they will receive 
him into eternal tabernacles. So long, Otis 
Gatewood, we will see you in the morning of joy 
when the sun of righteousness shall again arise with 
healing in his wings. And thank you, Otis Gatewood, 
for a life well lived. 

DispeusatloD&I PremiDennialtsm 
Refuted, ApiD 
(an expose of pretrlbulatlon dogma) by Bruce Curd 

A very careful, sane, and non-speculative exposure of 
this most dangerous system. Hundreds of troublesome 
questions answered. - 180 pgs. • paperback. 

•••• $9.00 
plus $2.50 s/h per copy 

mumlnatiDg the Light 
(and other BBmiOns) by Bruce Curd 

Many subjects never before seen In print Some are 
controversial, hortatory, doctrinal, devotfonai.Sample 
topics: -can One Stop Believing and Yet Be Saved?•; 
•oumpfng Bible Baptism for an Imaginary Baptism•; 
"Will the Believer Be Judged for His Sins?•: 
many more. - 276 pgs. • paperback. 

•••• $9.00 
plus $2.50 s/h per copy 

$3.00 s/h If ordering both books 
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Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: What is the most effective way to deal 
with unfair and unjust criticism? 

Answer: It is a common characteristic of people 
to talk about each other. Much that we say is 

complimentary and genuinely sincere; but there is, 
alas, a great deal more that is critical, captious, and 
cruel. All of us, at one time or another have heard of 
things complimentary that have been said about us, 
and these warmed our hearts like the winsome 
breeze of a spring morning. Then, too, we have 
heard of things said about us that froze our hearts 
with the chill of a December night. 

Inasmuch as criticism is inevitable, we must, to 
be fully happy, acquire an ability to rise above it. He 
who is overly sensitive to the opinions of others is at 
the mercy of every gossiper of his acquaintance. 
Some folks purr like a kitty when stroked by praise; 
but when criticized, they become resentful, discour
aged, and quit. It is highly essential that everyone 
discovers a technique for dealing with the adverse 
opinions of others, and uses it regularly and effec
tively. 

In dealing with criticism the first thing we must 
do is to expect it. Regardless of the course one fol
lows, he will displease some. It is not humanly pos
sible to please everybody. Shakespeare had Hamlet 
say: "Be thou as chaste as ice, as pure as snow, thou 
shalt not escape calumny." An eminent British cabi
net officer's wife is reported to have kept this em
broidered motto on their living room wall: "ToEs
cape Criticism, Say Nothing, Do Nothing, Be Noth
ing." An easy-going church janitor recently gave this 
explanation of the reason why he apparently got 
along so well with so many people: "Well, I just 
throw my mind into neutral, and go where I am 
pushed." Some of us do not like to be a nonentity, 
pushed about at the whim of every captious person; 
and the janitor's philosophy is, therefore, unaccept
able. 

Most folks who criticize do so from motives of 

envy and jealousy. They resent another because of 
the job he has, the clothes he wears, the automobile 
he drives, his circle of friends, the influence he 
wields, or some other characteristics he has that they 
want, but do not have. There is a certain type of 
small-souled individual who appears to think that he 
adds some luster to his own drab existence by be
smirching another - that he can lift himself up by 
pulling another down. 

The higher one climbs in achievement, the more 
disposed others are to degrade him. Addison once 
said that "there is no defense against reproach ex
cept obscurity;" and to this Jonathan Swift added, 
"Censure is the tax a 'man pays for being eminent." 
The moment one's head rises above the common 
level of conventionality, someone is sure to attempt 
to shoot it off! 

Folks who do things have always suffered the 
shafts of verbal criticism, and have constantly had 
abuse heaped upon them. While George Washington 
was President, one of his contemporaries wrote of 
him: "The present occupant of the White House is 
little better than a murderer. He is treacherous in 
private friendships, a hypocrite in public life, an im
poster who has either abandoned all good principles 
or else never had any." 

While Abraham Lincoln was President one wrote 
about him: "The President is a low, cunning clown. 
He is the original gorilla. Those who seek the apeman 
are fools to travel all the way to Mrica when what they 
want can readily be found in Springfield, Ill." 

Who were these critics of our greatest Presi
dents? Their names, if mentioned, would not be rec
ognized. Their imprint on history was no greater 
than that of a mongrel dog standing on a railroad 
siding barking at the lights of a speeding passenger 
train! 

Jesus, the purest, finest, and best person who 
ever lived on the earth, was not immune. His foot
steps were constantly dogged by a snarling, yapping 
mob; and throughout the latter part of his ministry 
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he felt the verbal knifing of the Pharisees, the exact 
counterpart of most critics today. 

Criticism - even destructive criticism - may 
serve a useful purpose. We should, therefore, listen 
to, and, if possible, profit by it. Too often we are dis
posed to flare up at the first suspicion of it, and thus 
be unprepared to profit by the lesson that may be in 
it for us. 

When assailed by criticism, we should face the 
situation honesdy and ask these questions: Is it true? 
If yes, how can I overcome the condition that occa
sioned it? H not, is there something I can do to elimi
nate future criticism of the same type? It was re
ported to Mr. Lincoln that one of his cabinet mem
bers had called him a fool. Having verified the fact 
that Mr. Stanton had indeed referred to him in this 
manner, Mr. Lincoln said: "Stanton is a wise man. H 
he said I am a fool, then I had better look into the 
matter." 

He who always reacts to criticism with resent
ment often deprives himself of some blessing that 
would lead to nobler achievement. 

Sometime ago, while in a meeting, a thoughtful 
and experienced member of the congregation re
ferred to a characteristic or two of the local minister 
that was impairing his work. This writer advised him 
to bring this to the attention of the preacher, since it 
would greatly increase his effectiveness in the pulpit. 
"No," he said, sadly shaking his head. "He would 
bitterly resent it." 

We ought to listen to criticism, whether from 
friend or enemy. Constructive criticism - criticism 
designed to be helpful - is always good; and often 
we may learn lessons from remarks intended to be 
hurtful. The unkind jibes, the uncharitable thrust, 
the disparaging remark may contain seed which, 
when cleansed of their source, will spring up into 
useful harvest. 

Having steeled ourselves to expect criticism, and 
then having wrung from it any possible benefits that 
may be discovered in it, the final thing to do is to 
forget it! 

Carping criticism long dwelt on festers into a 
morbid condition destructive of mind and body. An 
overwhelming concern about the judgments of oth
ers simply dries up sources of strength. Having done 
our very best, we must cultivate a feeling of indiffer
ence to the uncharitable judgments of others. 

Keith Falconer's family motto was: "They say. 
What do they say? Let them say!" A critic of 
Beethoven once said of his music: "If Beethoven 
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continues this sort of trash, our orchestras will de
generate into instrumental debating societies." 
Beethoven replied: "A few fly bites cannot stop a 
spirited horse." 

Over-sensitiveness to the opinions of others 
places us at the mercy of every captious person in 
the world. William Lyon Phelps, eminent educator, 
left this bit of philosophy regarding the opinions of 
others: 

I regard myself as on the whole an amiable per
son, and yet there are a considerable number of 
people who, when they hear of my death, will 
feel relieved. I care as little about that fact now 
as I shall then. I do not intend to let other 
people, especially those who do not like me any
how, determine whether I shall have peace of 
mind or not. If someone reports to you a mali
cious word that someone else has said of you, 
and in consequence of that you become un
happy, you have allowed another person to hold 
the key to your heart, to settle whether you shall 
be happy or not. I insist that you ought to deter
mine that question for yourself. 

We have seen that Lincoln knew how to profit by 
the opinions of others. He knew how to forget them, 
too. Once, while being viciously attacked, he said: 

I do the best I know how, the very best } can. I 
mean to keep on doing this, down to the very 
end. If the end brings me out all wrong, then ten 
angels swearing I had been right would make no 
difference. If the end brings me out all right, 
then what is said against me now will not 
amount to anything. 

Paul was. one of the most criticized men of his 
day, or any day. Yet he did not suffer himself to be 
impeded by adverse opinions of others. In spite of 
abuse and criticism, he went on with his work, as
sured that he would eventually triumph. Said he: 
"But with me it is a very small thing that I should be 
judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge 
not mine own self. .•. He that judgeth me is the 
Lord" (1 Cor. 4:3-4). 
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JBDies ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14.89 

1, 2 Peter, John, Jude •••••••••••••••••• 14.99 
$3.00 shipping lor one book 
lldd .50/ea tor additional boolcs. 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 1-BOG-572-3619 



Directory 

Advertising in this sectio~ $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
Jprophet@republlc.net 

-England-
cambridge - South Cambridge Church of 
Christ, 253 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Orades of GodD 

-Alaska-
Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-

Seal Beach- Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0325. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come worship with us. 

Vacaville- 401 Fir St., 95688 Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (707) 448-5085. 
Minister, Ted Parks. Come worship with us. 

-Colorado-

Duluth - 3249 Hwy 120, 30096. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Adanta. (770) 476-2159. 
email: sldpandrews@juno.com; elden: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
Osric, preacher 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. - Indiana -
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Lester Evansville- West Side Church of Christ, 3232 
Kamp, preacher (303) 344-4050 or (303) 369- Ed ood D 47712 s 9 15 10 15 
0423• gew r., • un. : , : a.m., 

6:30 p.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 
W. Hickory St. (~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 

-Maryland
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

- Minnesota -

3931.ContactWm. V. Clary344-671S or Andrew Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc:@juno.com N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of l-75, use Highway 

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. 

- Mississippi -
Fairbanks, serving p;:" Wainwright and the 222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, (904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 

39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 99701. (907) 456-4921. -Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Jacksonville - Jacksonville church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from jacksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. -Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 4411o Ave., 

Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 -
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Gamer, minister. Southaven -Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 

Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. St. Sun. 9:30, 
Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
SouthSR47,32025,Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
-Missouri-

9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert Branson-ChurchofChrist,307SeventhSt.,Sun. 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 

(205) 339-6211 •. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Margate- Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
available p.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 

Hwy H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Nebraska-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 584-0703 
36 ~one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Mdboumc _ Church of North Melbourne, 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or meeting in Sherwood School. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
778-8955 a.m., 6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. 

Tusc:aloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
553-0546. min. 276-2946 

omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
108th St., 68164. (402) 498-8397. Sun. 9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com- email. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

-Arizona- Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
7185 Penhing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 977-7556, Jack Titde, minister. 

Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
-Ohio-

of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

- p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (513) 274-6801. 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 

-Georgia-
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. Near WPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. josh Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 

h Sun. 9, 9·.50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Lawrence, minist~r. (937) 878-1162. Miller, preac er. 
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-Oklahoma- Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 Roanoke Church of Chrisr, Rusk 8c Walnut. 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

f a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax (817) 491-2388 
Oklahoma Oty - Putnam City Church o • Is, reach 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, (423) 453-8915. John B. Dante p er 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. -Texas-

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Chrisr, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 

- Pennsylvania -
Potutown - Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (215) 326-4028. 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Chrisr, 3601 Rigo Arguera, preachen. (Services in English and 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, Spanish.) 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 121~ S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Cra&, minister. (864) 
871-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee -

9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intcmet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal -Bumet-Bumet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 156-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central T~reship 

Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go S.S mi. w on Hwy. lOS to 
Sapp Rd.). Sun. 10,10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Cody Damron, preacher. -

San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Rcdland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 4.96-1346 

-Virginia-
Christiansburg -Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Chrisr, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 

- (151) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 
Hurst- Northeast Church of Chrisr, 1313 Karla -CoolccYille- Northeast Church of Chrisr, 450 
St., 16053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 

10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul Klein Area Church of Chrisr, 20802 Hufsmith
Wdmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Bible College. _ Sun. 9, to· a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Crossville- Lantana Church of Chrisr, 7004 H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, ~~cher. 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38551, (615) 788- Livingston_ 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. - -Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Chrisr, 3950 Redwater- Church of Chrisr, Box 229, 15513, 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, (903)671-2369,671-2515.Sun.10,10:50a.m.,6 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751- p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. - -Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 Richwood - Church of Chrisr, 1600 N. Hwy. 
Belinda Plcway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, aHhough the Rrm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
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we announce thls policy wlth reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The 
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for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 
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-·Washington-
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.ner, C. J. Moffir, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Chrisr, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Chrisr, 58 
West Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Questions 
and 

~ers 
OpenForaaa 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Fread
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
in the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions Involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 
$'14.95 

$3.50 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congrega1ions seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Founda1ion, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All aSds must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Wanted: Church builder (full-time minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things 
to an• of this diverse life-styles, tie-less, informal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culture. Send r~sum~ 
to bgrovcswon@carthlink.net for a prospectus. • 

Looking for a challenge and not a vacation? The 
Kailua Church of Christ in beautiful windward 
Oahu, Hawaii is looking for a dynamic, mission
minded man to work with out culturally diverse 
congregation of 75 +, who arc interested in 
growing. We can provide fair compensation, 
housing and utilities. Please send a video tape of 
recent sermon and r~um~ to Kailua Church of 
Christ, 400 Maluniu Ave., Kailua, HI 96734. Email 
Jacobsjmc@aol.co 

Cabool Church of Christ in Cabool MO (75 
members) seeks minister to work with our 
congregation and to spread the Gospel to our 
community. Contact Ray Tool (417) 926-5258 or 
Brad Brown at brad4him@pcis.net 

Minister needed for congregation of 60-70 in De 
Leon, Texas. Salary and 3-bedroom house. Send 
r~sum~ to De Leon Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
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Conservative congregation seeking evangelist for 
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are a congregation of about 60. Good opportumty 
to build on a foundation all ready laid to reach the 
lost. Must be strong in the pulpit and able to 
provide leadership in establishing programs. Please 
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God's work. Will consider those interested in part· 
time work. Please send r~um~ to P.O. Box 427, 
Louisville, MS 39339. (601) 677-3878. 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
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permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
for the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0100 

Full-time conservative preacher wanted for small 
(35+) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL. 
(approx. 20 mi. from Panama City. Will need to 
provide partial support. Ideal for the retired who 
wishes to continue iri God's work. Will consider 
those interested in part-time work. Please send 
risum~ and recent tape to 8004 Alabama Ave., 
Port St. Joe, FL 32456, or call (850) 647-3525 
after 7 p.m. 

Preacher wanted. College Hill Church of Christ, 
Gunter, TX, is searching for a pulpit minister, to 
relocate to Gunter. House furnished. Good schools. 
Send r~sumi to Troyce Haker, P.O. Box 7, Gunter, 
TX 75058 or call Charles Graham, wkdays (214) 
369-4372, evenings (903) 893-4938. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher with 20 yrs. experience looking for full· 
time work. Dan Gannon, Rt. 1, Box 168C, Purdon, 
TX 76679. (903) 673-2236. 

Minister wanted: Need experienced personal 
worker, minister, and motivator for congregation 
of 100. Must be Bible centered and evangelistic 
minded. Salary provided/house possibly. Send 
r~um~ to Marshfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
458, Marshfield, MO 65706. (417) 468-4161 

Full-time, experienced conservative preacher 
wanted for small (25+) congregation in Louisville, for Sale 
Miss. Providing partial support would be helpful. For Sale: 30 • 8' pews. Call Jerry Willis (800) 439-
Ideal for the retired who wishes to continue in 
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Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books • The Lord's Church • 
Past, Present, Future (1999) $15.00, The Godhead 
(1998) $15.00, Dangerous 'Isms (1997) $14.50. 
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Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
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St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 
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As the Year Turns 

0 ur calendar declares that we are on the 
threshold of a new millennium. When the 
hullaballoo is over, we will settle into our 

usual routines, unless; of course, the trumpet of all 
ages sounds. 

This season is a convenient time for the Firm 
Foundation to renew it commitment. The paper has 
been in existence since October 1884, and is in its 
116th year- one of the oldest journals in our great 
brotherhood. 

• We pledge our continued support of the Bible 
as "inspired of God" and therefore "profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
which is in righteousness." It is the eternal and 
undying wisdom of very God and makes "the man 
of God ... complete." We are committed to the 
reliability, durability, and absolute authority of 
sacred scripture. We renew our solemn promise to 
speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where 
the Bible is silent. 

• We shall continue to present healthful Bible 
teaching, emphasizing the "old paths, where is the 
good way" because it brings rest to our souls. 

• We shall present timely articles of Bible study 
not only to renew the spirit but also to make us grow, 
being rooted and grounded in the truth. 

• We shall love the brotherhood and do all within 
our power to promote peace and harmony on the ba
sis of divine revelation. 

• We shall not deal in innuendo, slander, misrep
resentation, nor hateful accusations, but shall not 
hesitate to answer false teaching with sound doctrine. 

"[T]here are many unruly men, vain talkers and de
ceivers, ... whose mouths must be stopped." "Where
fore? because I love you not? God knoweth." 

• We shall with reluctance and in all- kindness ex
pose the wrong and answer false religious teaching, 
giving Bible answers to Bible questions. Jesus said, 
"Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for so 
did their fathers to the false prophets" (Luke 6:26). 
He warned his disciples to beware of false prophets 
"who come ... in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravenous wolves" (Matt. 7: 15). 

• We shall encourage every good work and seek 
to "do good unto all men," especially "them that are 
of the household of faith." 

• We shall deal honorably, justly, and courte
ously with all, but never shrink from opposing the 
wrong and upholding the right. 

• We shall "charge certain men not to teach a 
different doctrine," and we shall refuse "to give heed 
to fables and endless genealogies, which minister 
ques- tionings [useless controversy]." 

• We shall keep faith with our readers and offer 
the heavenly manna, which Jesus brought down from 
the central throne-room of the Eternal One. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 
hath eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your fa
thers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they 
died. This is the bread which cometh down out 
of heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not 
die. I am the living bread which came down out 
of heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall 
live for ever: yea and the bread which I will give 
is my flesh, for the life of the world. The Jews 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Works 
By H. A. {Buster) Dobbs 

( 

onfusion abounds over the question of 
works. ("Confusion is a word we have 
invented for an order which is not un

derstood.") 
The Bible tells us that (1) our salvation is 

not of works, but that (2) we will be rewarded 
according to our works, causing good people to 
wonder. 

• Some dogmatically say the Bible teaches L...;.;.:=~~~t..;--:u 

that works have absolutely nothing to do with receiving the grace 
of God - and quote scripture. 

• Others are as firm in saying that we must work to be made 
right with God - and they also quote scripture. 

Both cannot be right because the Bible does not contradict it
self. It is true, and truth is consistent with itself. 

The seeming difficulty is solved when we understand the vari-
ous ways the word for "work" is used in the Bible. 

The word means acts or deed, and is used of: 
• God's works (Psa. 33:4; 92:5; 104:24; John 5:17; Acts 2:22). 
• Christ's works Qohn 10:25-38; Phil. 2:30) . 
• Man's works- both good and bad (Acts 9:36; Rom. 13:3,12; 

Heb. 6:1,10). 
• Disciples' good works (Matt. 5: 16). 
• Works of darkness (Rom. 13: 12; Eph. 5: 11). 
• Works o~ the flesh (Gal. 5:19), of idolatry (Acts 7:41), of hy-

pocrisy (Matt. 23 :3-5). 
• Works of the Law of Moses (GaL 2 :16; 3:2, 10). 
• Work of faith Qohn 6:28-29). 
• Greater works than those [miracles] of Jesus Uohn 14:12). 
• Works of righteousness (Acts 10:35). 
• Works worthy of repentance (Acts 26:20). 
• Works by which all will be judged (Rom. 2:6). 
• Works of civil obedience (Rom. 13:3). 
• Works that are the result of evangelistic effort (1 Cor. 3:13; 

16:10). 
• Work to supply our daily bread (1 Cor. 4:12). 
• Working of the Spirit in special gifts (1 Cor. 12: 10-11). 
• Works ofthe church (1 Cor. 16:16). 
a Works of godly sorrow (2 Cor. 7 :10). 
• Faith that works through love (Gal. 5 :6). 
• Work that brings salvation (Phil. 2: 12). 
• Work of faith (1 Thess. 1:3; 2 Thess. 1: 11). 



The book of Revelation stresses the works expected of chil
dren of God. Jesus repeatedly said to the churches, "I know thy 
works" (Rev. 2:2, 19; Rev. 3:1, 8, 15). The works of the saved 
follow with them after death (Rev.14:13). The dead are judged 
"according to their works" (Rev. 20:12-13). "Behold, I come 
quickly;" says the Lord, "and my reward is with me, to render to 
each man according as his work is" (Rev. 22: 12). 

When the question is raised, "Does work save?" One must 
answer, "What kind of works?" 

Do you mean the works of God, of Christ, of faith, of righ
teousness, of zealous service, of the church, of godly sorrow? If 
this is what you have in mind, the answer is a distinct yes. 

If you speak of the work of the devil, of darkness, of the Law 
of Moses, of human merit, of civil obedience, or of daily labor 
for the food that perishes, the answer is a distinct no. 
· '·: . To make the blanket statement that works have nothing to do 
with ,salvation is to contradict Bible teaching. Inspired writers 
stress the importance of works. 

"Even so faith, if it have not works, is dead in itself" ijames 
2: 17). Dead faith - that is, faith without works - cannot .save. 
That is the kind of faith demons have ijames 2:19), and devils are 
not saved. The cowardly Jews who would not confess Jesus, in 
whom they believed, for fear of being put out of the synagogue 
are an example of faith without works ijohn 12:42). 

James 2:18 says, ~~Yea, a man will say, Thou hast faith, and I 
have works: show me thy faith apart from thy works, and I by my 
works will show thee my faith.'' The point is that faith cannot be 
shown apart from works. Just try it. Show, demonstrate, display, 
allow to be seen your faith without works. Faith apart from 
works is an abstract concept and cannot be shown. James is re
buking the idea that faith can be seen apart from works. 

"But wilt thou know, 0 vain man, that faith apart from works 
is ba"en?" ijames 2:20). Barren means useless or dead, and 
shows the utter futility of work-less faith. No man, in all the his
tory of the human race, was ever blessed on account of his faith 
until that faith manifested itself in an overt act of obedience. 

Abraham was justified by works ijames 2:21). He was justi
fied by his quick and unhesitating obedience to the commands of 
God. When he was told to leave Ur and go to Haran and then to 
Canaan, he obeyed without a whimper (Acts 7:2-5). Every step 
Abraham took from the day he left Mesopotamia, until he arrived 
at Shechem was a work demonstrating his faith. 

You can see that Abraham's '~faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect" Games 2:22). The faith of 
Abraham caused him to obey, and his works of obedience made 
his faith complete, and in that perfect faith he was justified. 

Then James drives the point home by saying, '~e see that by 
works a man is justified, and not only by faith" ijames 2:24). 

"For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith 
apart from works is dead" Games 2:26). 

Someone may say, "Romans 4:2-5 says: 
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eFor if Abraham was justified by works. he hath 
whereof to glory; but not toward God. For what 
saith the scripture? And Abraham believed God. 
and it was reckoned unto him for righteousness. 
Now to him that worketh. the reward is not reck
oned as of grace. but as of debt. But to him that 
worketh not. but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is reckoned for righteous-
ness.'" 

What shall we say, then, does Paul contradict 
James? Martin Luther's solution was to deny the 
book of James and call it a "strawy" epistle. Since 
the Bible is true - the apostles having been guided 
by the Holy Spirit into all the truth Uohn 16:13)
it is self-evident that it cannot contradict itself. Truth 
agrees with truth. James wrote truth, and Paul wrote 

· truth, and any supposed disagreement between the 
two writers is apparent only, and is not real. The dis
parity exists solely in the imagination of those who 
misread either James or Paul or both. 

Still, James says we are "justified by works," and 
Paul says, "to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is reckoned 
for righteousness." 

It ought to be clear by now that James and Paul 
are using the word "work" in two different senses. 

James speaks of work that results from the "obe
dience of faith"(Rom. 1:5; Rom. 16:26)- a Pauline 
expression. Obedience, hence, works, is necessary to 
salvation (Heb. 5:7-9; Matt. 7:21-29). Jesus was 
obedient. "Then said I, Lo, I am come (in the roll of 

As the lear Turns 
(continued from page 1) 

4 

therefore strove one with another, saying, How 
can this man give us his flesh to eat? Jesus there
fore said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man 
and drink his blood, ye have not life in your
selves. He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my 
blood hath eternal life: and I will raise him up at 
the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh 
and drinketh my blood abideth in me, and I in 
him. As the living Father sent me, and I live be
cause of the Father; so he that eateth me, he also 
shall live because of me. This is the bread which 
came down out of heaven: not as the fathers ate . , 
and died; he that eateth this bread shall live for 
ever (John 6:47-58). 

It is the spirit that giveth life; the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the words that I have spoken 
unto you are spirit, and are life (John 6:63). 

December 1999 
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the book it is written of me) to do thy will, 0 God" 
(Heb. 10:7). We must walk in his steps and also be 
dedicated to doing the will of God, which results in 
works of obedience- the obedience of faith. Jesus 
said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved" (Mark 16:16). We believe God and therefore 
obey his command to be baptized to receive the re
mission of sins (Acts 2:38). The obedience is pro
duced by the faith and completes or perfects the 
faith Uames 2:22). This is saving faith because it is 
obedient. It is unlike the faith of demons or cowards. 
"Faith apart from works is dead" Uames 2:26). 

Paul is using the word work in an entirely differ
ent sense when he says "for by grace have ye been 
saved through faith; and that not. of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; not of works, that no man should 
glory" (Eph. 2:8-9). And, ~'Now to him that 
worketh, the reward is not reckoned ·as of grace,. but 
as of debt. But to him that worketh not; but belie~ 
veth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
reckoned for righteousness" (Rom.· 4:4-5). Paul 
speaks of sinless perfection or human attempts to de
vise a plan of salvation apart from divine grace. He 
is not talking about works in the s.ense of obedience 
to God's will, but works divorced from inspired leg
islation. He is saying man cannot save himself iso
lated from God's love and mercy, but he is not deny
ing the need for obedience (See Rom. 6:14-18). . . 

The point Paul .is making is that we all sin and 
fall short_of the glory of God (Rom •. 3:23). We are 
not saved by a law of works, but we are saved by a 
law of faith (Rom. 3:27). Each of these is law. The 
law of works is an attempt to save .oneself by. per
sonal merit in sinless. perfection, or to save oneself 
through austerities and personal suffering. This, Paul 
says, won't do, because we all sin .and must have the 
grace of the Almighty to be redeein~d from ou·r 
wreck and ruin. Therefore a law of works (sinless 
~erfection) does not save us, because it is not pos
stble. However we must comply with the law of faitli 
to be saved, and this is what both James and Paul af~ 
firm. The law of faith, obviously, is law and there
fore involves rules to be obeyed. 

Faith must live- it must produce works of obedi
ence to the commands of God. When faith impels ~s 
to repent (Acts 2:38), confess Jesus as Lord .(Rom~ 
10:9-10), and be baptized to waslt away sins (Acts 
22: 16), we are being saved by a law of faith. We are not 
saved by our flawless right doing, because we all sin. 
Still, we are saved by a law of faith that demands sub
mission to the law of the Spirit of life in Christ, making 



us free from the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:2). 
Ephesians 2:8-9 says: 
"for by grace [favor of God, or gifts of God] 
have ye been saved through faith [which involves 

k"eping the law or rules of faith]; 
and rnat not of yourselves [you cannot be sinless, 

nor can you develop your own scheme of re
demption], 

it is the gift of God [the gift of his son and the 
sacrifice of Calvary]; 

not of works [human effort apart from the cross], 
that no man should glory, [the saved have noth

ing to brag about because all are sinners in 
need of the salvation that comes only by the 
grace of God]. 

Now, notice please the next verse, "For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God afore prepared that we should 
walk in them" (Eph 2:10). 

We are saved by a faith that works through love 
and then continues to produce good works to the 
glory of God. 

"Even so let your light shine before men; that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Fa
ther who is in heaven." 

"So then, my beloved, even as ye have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 
more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; for it is God who worketh in 
you both to will and to work, for his good pleasure." 
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(Here is another article. that was published long ago, but it is potent and should help us stay the 
course. We are glad to retrieve it and reprint it. It should be of benefit to our young who never had an 
opportunity to hear such men as John Allen Hudson preach the unsearchable riches of Christ.) 

Are We Going the Same Way? 
By John Allen Hudson, deceased 

I nter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 

destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it (Matt. 7:13-14). 

It is generally assumed by the larger portion of 
Protestant people today that we are all going the 
same way; in fact, they freely talk about religion, 
saying: "What does it matter? We are all going the 
same way," or "to the same place." 

But are we all going the same way? 
There are certain features in which we are going 

the same way. There are certain things true of all of 
us. We begin life in the same way; we live it pretty 
much in the same way, requiring the same sort of 
bodily care, food, and so on; and we end it in the 
same way - that is to say, in death. From a purely 
natural standpoint, we are going the same way. 
Maybe a part of the confusion in thinking is a conse
quence of this natural relationship. 

Again, so far as sinning and needing forgiveness 
are concerned, we are going the same way. Now, this 
is no apology for human weakness. People should 
generally feel ashamed that humanity is so weak and 
sinful, but that it is generally sinful the Scriptures 
recognize. The apostle Paul said: "They are all gone 
out of the way, they are together become unprofit
able; there is none that doeth good, no, not one" 
(Rom. 3:12). 

Again, the apostle John said: "If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is 
not in us." It will be noted that this text is used in 
the present tense and was written to the disciples by 
the beloved apostle John, himself being included. 
Then he said: "H we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us" (1 John 
1:8-10). Nothing can be clearer than that the apostle 
understood humanity was sinful. 

6 
The apostle Paul makes the charge universal 
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when he says: "Now we know that what things 
soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under 
the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all 
the world may become guilty before God." From 
this quotation it is very clear that Inspiration re
garded all humanity as being under the reign of sin. 

With regard to sin, there is the theory th~t it is 
hereditary, but the Scriptures do not support this be
lief. The Lord said that the "son shall not bear the 
iniquity of the father, neither shall the father beat 
the iniquity of the son." "Behold, all souls are mine; 
as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is 
mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezek. 18:4). 

It is quite clear that God recognizes the human 
propensity to sin, and that when the individual be
comes accountable, having the choice of good or 
evil, and does sin, he is then condemned. This is uni
versal. In the matter of going the way of sin, we are 
ali going the same way. Fortunately, however, this is 
but a part of the picture. 

When man reaches the point where he can go no 
farther and must depend on divinity, then God inter-

. venes with the system of grace and offers salvation in 
the blood of Christ to all responsible souls. In this 
point, again, we are all going the same way - that 
is, we have the same system of grace and the same 
terms of gospel obedience. It has been said that 
man's extremities are God's opportunities; and 
when one realizes by, his actions that he is undone 
and, like the prodigal son, must turn from self-defeat 
to the power of God, then he will be accepted freely 
through the blood of Christ. Until one reaches the 
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point of feeling that, unaided by the divine, he can 
never succeed, he is not yet ready for salvation. It 
takes a complete dependence upon God, as a Cana
dian poet once said: 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of 
the year 'Give me a light that I may tread safely 
into the unknown.' 

And he replied: 'Go out into the darkness and 
put your hand into the hand of God. That shall 
be to you better than light and safer than a 
known way.' 

So I went forth, and, finding the hand of God, 
trod gladly into the night. And he led me toward 
the hills and the breaking of day in the lone east. 

So far as sin is concerned and the terms of re
demption being the same, it is still proper to ask: Are 
we all going the same way? I very frankly doubt that 
we are. 

The text says: "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
because strait is the gate, and na"ow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it." Jesus did not believe that we are all going the 
same way. He discussed more than one way. 

The Savior emphasized that conduct matters for
ever. Hear this quotation: "Every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the 
Day of Judgment." What one says matters forever, 
and what one does matters forever. 

Again he said: "He that believeth on the Son hath 
eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not 
see life." What one does, then, matters forever. 

The apostle Paul said: 

And to you who are troubled rest with us, when 
the Lord jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord jesus Christ: 
who shall be punished with everlasting destruc
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power: when he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe (because our testimony among 
you was believed) in that day. Wherefore also 
we pray always for you, that our God would 
count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all 
the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work 
of faith with power (2 Thess. 1:7-11). 

The Hebrew writer said: "Though he were a 
Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he 
suffered; and being made perfect, he became the au
thor of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him" (Heb. 5 :8-9). 

In the closing words of the greatest sermon ever 
preached Jesus spoke of the two builders. One heard 
his words and did them not; he was the one who 
built on the sand. Another heard his words and did 
them; he was the one who built on the rock. Noth
ing can be clearer than that what one does or fails to 
do matters forever. 

This loose age can scarcely realize the truthfulness 
of these words, nor do all of the religious preachers 
and teachers unfalteringly preach these things. A lot 
of them will say it does not matter, but Jesus says cer
tain things do matter - they matter forever.' 

On the terms of gospel obedience we have the 
commentary of three New Testament writers. They 
offer faith, repentance, and baptism as the condi
tions of salvation (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; 
Luke 24:46-4 7). 

Remember, what one does about the conditions 
of Jesus will matter forever. This is the way one en
ters through the strait gate and into the narrow way. 
Are we all going the same way? There is a cleavage 
at this point between those who will do these things 
and go the narrow way, and those who will not and 
go the broad way. 

Jesus speaks of a sin that is eternal. He said it has 
never forgiveness. This is not a discussion of the sin 
- of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost - but it 
does point out the fact that what one can say or do 
does matter forever. 

These are hard words, but they are the words of 
Jesus. Are we all going the same way? 

A Christian is one who trusts the Lord com
pletely, obeys him with all his heart, and does his 
best to be conformed to the will of Christ. Is he a 
Christian who merely has some Christian character
istics and yet does not wholly follow Christ? Is he a 
Christian who has some Christian characteristics and 
yet will not obey the commandments of Christ? Is he 
a Christian who has some characteristics and will 
not repent and be baptized at the commandment of 
Christ? If one person has Christian characteristics 
and will do these commandments, and another has 
certain Christian characteristics and will not do 
these commandments, are they going the same way? 
They are not. One is guided by the will of God; the 
other is not. 

Jesus organized his church. He set it up with in
spired apostles to guide it. He gave terms of entrance 
into it. According to Acts 2:36-38, those who en
tered the church at the beginning did so through 
faith and repentance and baptism in the name of 
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Christ for the remission of sins. The way of Jesus 
does matter. This is the way. 

Men might have it otherwise. They would re
quire less, no doubt, or something different. The 
Lord has condemned man's way all the way through 
the Bible, because it is not God's way. Solomon said: 
"There is a way that seemeth right unto a man~ but 
the end thereof are the ways of death." Isaiah said: 

Let the wicked fors~ke his way, and the unrigh
teous man his thoughts: and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him: and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For 
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. 

Man has ever been disposed to offer another 
way. Jesus has offered his way. Some are following 
blind leaders of the blind. 

Jesus said, "If the blind lead the blind, both shall 
fall into the ditch." 

Are we all going the same way? Some are going 
the way of the Lord; some are going the way of man. 
Be it understood that this is no attempt on my part 
to pass judgment. The attempt is to arouse thought 
and review of the whole subject. Mine is the respon
sibility to preach unfalteringly the Word of the Lord, 
and yours the responsibility to obey. 

Remember that "he that obeyeth not the Son 
shall not see life." In the closing words of the Bible 
in the last chapters, John, the revelator said: 
"Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city." 

In view of the fact that what one does matters 
forever, the one who fails to obey at the same time 
he trusts God for his mercy has not in the light of 
Scripture, a single ray of hope. Are we all on the 
same way? It is possible for us all to the same way; 
but in view of this lesson, it is more than likely that 
we are not. 

There are two things that will judge us at last: 
our conscience and the Word of God. If one lays too 
great an emphasis on acquittal by his conscience, he 
is very liable to underestimate the judging power of 
the Word of God in the way of life. These two things 
should be perfecdy balanced. 

It is quite clear that no one can live out of har
mony with his conscience and be saved. The aposde 
John said: "If our heart condemn us, God is greater 
than our heart, and knoweth all things. . .. If our 
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heart condemn us not, then have we confidence to
ward God." 

One knows in his heart of hearts whether he has 
yielded himself completely to the will of the Lord. 
He knows in his heart of hearts whether he enter
tains doubt of his salvation. When we consider that 
man's extremity is God's opportunity, it then brings 
about a complete surrender of the heart. This is an 
essential in traveling the right way. But many have 
misunderstood this surrender as being an infinite de
gree of satisfaction, which they have misinterpreted 
as being sufficient. 

Now the other side of this question inust be con
sidered, and it can be put in the words of the Savior: 
"He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spo
ken, the same shall judge him in the last day." 

When it is remembered that what we do matters 
forever and that we shall be judged by the Word of 
the Lord, we must be conscious that it is not enough 
to give a mere mental assent to his divinity or even 
to his redemption, but that one must conform his life 
to the commandments of Christ, following his sur
render. 

One may put it this way: The man whose soul is 
saved is the man who has become the best he can be; 
he is the man who has realized God's ideal for his 
character. Nothing short of this is salvation. 

Are we all going the same way? 
It must be obvious to the thinking person that we 

are not. Some are going the Lord's way; some are 
going the way of man; some are traveling the broad 
way that leads to destruction, and some the narrow 
way that leads to life. 

From all vain pomps and shows, 
From the pride that overflows, 
And the false conceits of men; 
From all the narrow rules 
And subtleties of schools, 
And the craft of tongue and pen; 
Bewildered in its search, 
Bewildered with the cry: 
Lo, here! lo, there, the church! 
Poor, sad humanity 
Through all the dust and heat 
Turns back with bleeding feet 
By the weary road it came 
Unto the simple thought 
By the great Master taught, 
And that remaineth still: 
Not he that repeateth the name, 
But he that doeth the will. 

H. W. Longfellow. 
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Situation Ethics Versus the Bible 
By Bill Lockwood 

Situation ethics, popularized by Joseph 
Fletcher's 1966 book by the same name, de
clares that any action whatsoever may be good 

or bad depending upon the current situation. What 
may normally be thought to be wrong may be right if 
the situation is such that the contemplated action 
will serve a "good purpose." Therefore, if killing a 
child is necessary to allow the parents to escape cap
tors, for example, it is "right." 

This "ethic" says that if the parents whom Jesus 
warned in Matthew 24:19 were in danger of the Ro
man armies at Jerusalem's demise, it would be ac
ceptable to kill the children. Such action would not 
be unethical because the ethic depends upon the 
situation. 

In agreement with this was the most influential 
person in present-day education, John Dewey. A 
thorough-going Darwinian who set out to rework 
public education along the lines of evolutionary con
cepts, Dewey saw education as a means to control 
society by indoctrination. His first goal was to re
move Christianity from public education. Of morals, 
he wrote: 

The need in morals is for specific methods of in
quiry to locate difficulties and evils; methods of 
contrivance to form plans to be used as working 
hypotheses in dealing with them. And the prag-
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matic import of the logic of individualiZed situa
tions each having its own irreplaceable good and 
principle, is to transfer the attention· of theory 
from preoccupations with general conception to 
the problem of developing effective methods of 
inquiry (lnfulels and Heretics, An Agnostic,s An
thology, ed. by Clarence Darrow and Wallace 
Rice, 1929, pp. 164-65). 

If I understand Dewey correctly, he believes the 
individual situation alone dictates the principle upon 
which we are to act. Boiled down it simply means 
ethics are determined by the situation, not an un
changing code of conduct. 

What shall we say to this? First, this "principle", 
which makes man a law unto himself, actually means 
there is no principle at all upon which one must act. 
Friedrich Nietzsche supposed that "morality" has 
"arisen" from "the herdsmen's need of protection 
against the masters" (Nietzsche, by Van Riessen p. 
21). Though, of course, he was wrong to believe that 
"morality" arose by the evolutionary method, he 
correctly concluded that if it had so arisen, there is 
no general measuring stick, nor is there a free will, 
which can do good or bad things according to the 
measuring stick. There is nothing more than str.ong 
wills and weak wills; what men call morality is sint
ply an adjustment to one or the other of these." · 

The idea of the fluctuation of situations in turn 
fluctuating the code of conduct in reality empties the 
word ethics of all practical meaning. For, if each man 
is to determine what is "right" or "wrong" in a situa
tion, and no one else's judgment should or can alter 
it, then we are left with "every man doing that which 
is right in his own eyes" ijudges 21:25). 

The word ethic has become vacuous and, as 
Nietzsche put it, is merely a convention of speech by 
which we refer to strong wills dominating weak 
wills. "Morals" are only prejudices. 

Second, one cannot make accurate assessments 
of the results of actions based upon the situation 
alone. David tried this in 1 Samuel 21 while fleeing 
from King Saul. Ahimilech the high priest at Nob in
quired of David as to his business in coming to Nob. 
David reported with a lie that Saul had sent him on a 
mission of which he was forbidden to speak. David 



evidently supposed this would render Ahimilech 
more agreeable in sparing some food for David, 
which happened to be the shewbread from the taber
nacle. However, Doeg, Saul's Edomite chief guards
man, overheard David's conversation and later re
ported this to Saul. King Saul, in turn, treacherously 
murdered 85 priests at Nob for their aid of the fugi
tive (1 Sam. 22). When David learned of the incident 
from one priest who escaped named Abiathar, he 
mournfully confessed to his followers, "I have occa
sioned the death of all the persons of thy 
[Abiathar's] house" (1 Sam. 22:22). 

The point here is that upon remembering his lie to 
Ahimilech David realized that the high priest had 
aided him in the innocence of his heart, not knowing 
that David was a fugitive from the king. But 
Ahimilech had lost his life for his ignorance, all due to 
the fact that David had lied regarding his presence at 

Nob. One cannot very often accurately assess the re
sults of even one lie by merely examining the current 
situation. A single lie seemed to aid David at Nob, but 
effects of his sin brought tragedy upon others. 

The modern proponents of situation ethics fail 
to look beyond a given situation. Very rarely is a 
single situation of life an end in itself. For this 
reason, the teaching that a deed is right or 
wrong in the light of that situation alone is most 
tragic and misleading (Whitcomb and Davis, 
History of Israel, p. 239). 

The Bible instructs us that we shall give account 
of every deed and word, "according to that which 
we have done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 
5: 10). "Whatsoever we shall sow, that shall we reap" 
(Gal. 6:7-8). Sometimes, as in the case of Ahimilech, 
we reap what others have sown. 
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(We continue our series of articles from the potent pen of Charles R. Nichol on the subject of apostasy. 
Brother Nichol made a comprehensive study of this subject~ and his words deserve a respectful reading. Though 
dead he yet speaks. These words were written more than 55 years ago but are as relevant as tomo"ow 
morning's newspaper.) 

Apostasy 
By C. R. Nichol 

' 

hose who teach that it is impossible for a 
child of God to so conduct himself that he 
will be finally lost depend in a large measure 

for proof of their doctrine on the following quota
tion from God's Word: 

Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; 
for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God (1 john 3:9). 

It is not dealing righteously with an author to 
take a passage, isolate it, and build a theory on the 
passage, without regard to what the same author has 
said on the same subject in some other place. One 
should collate all that is said on the subject being dis
cussed and from the combined statements reach his 
conclusion of what the author is teaching. 

The statement from John should be studied in 
connection with the following statements from him 
in the same letter: 

If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin 
(1 john 1:7). 

If the child of God "cannot sin" - if the word 
cannot in the passage means that it is impossible for 
the child of God to sin - what is the meaning of the 
passage just read? 

But more: 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness 
(1 john 1:8-9). 

"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our
selves .... If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins." Such language is meaningless 
if the "we" mentioned in the passages cannot - if it 
is impossible - for the "we" to sin. 

Baptists, and some others, recognizing the diffi
culties confronting them in contending for this doc
trine, present the claim that it is the body of the 
child of God that sins - that the soul has been re
generated, has become the child of God, and it is im
possible for the soul to sin. 
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It will be noted that "if we walk in the light" we 
will be cleansed from all sin by the blood of Christ. 
Is the body the "we" that walks in the light and is 
cleansed? Hardly can Missionary Baptists make such 
a contention, for they declare the· body is totally de
praved,~t birth and remains so throughout its life on 
earth. If such is the case, it is absurd to talk about the 
body - the corrupt, morally unclean body - walk
ing "in the light." 

John exhorts Christians: "My little children, these 
things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous" (1 John 2:1-2). That the "we" in the 
passage is the child of God is certain. One is not a 
child of God till he is "born again." The advocates of 
the theory under review declare the body is not a child 
of God, and will not be while on earth - that the 
body is corrupt, depraved, and remains so throughout 
the life among men. Hence, it cannot be the body 
contemplated in the foregoing passages. 

The only conclusion one can reach logically is 
John is not talking about the body of men as con
trasted from the soul in the foregoing passages. 

What, in the light of these passages, is the meaning 
of the term "cannot sin"? Is the word cannot always 
used to express impossibility? 

When Joseph was food administrator of all 
Egypt and his brothers from Palestine were in con
ference with him, he learned that his youngest 
brother, Benjamin, was at hoine with his father. Jo
seph demanded that Benjamin be brought to Egypt 
to visit him. Judah made answer to Joseph: "The lad 
cannot leave his father" (Gen. 44:22). Did Judah 
mean to convey the idea that it was physically im
possible for Benjamin to leave his father and visit Jo
seph in Egypt? Did Joseph understand Judah to 
mean it was not possible for Benjamin to come to 
Egypt? Most certainly not, as is evidenced by his fur
ther words: He "cannot leave his father: for if he 
should leave his father his father would die." The 
thought, evidently, in the heart of Judah was: I recall 
how great was the grief of father when he thought 
Joseph was dead, and now should Benjamin leave 
him, his sorrow would be so great that at this age he 
would surely pine away and die. Benjamin "cannot" 
leave father. Who is it that does not understand that 
the word cannot is used in what we term an accom
modated sense. 

This is how we often use the word cannot. You 
are asked by your neighbor to accompany him to 
town today, and you reply: "I cannot go today." You 
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do not intend to convey the thought that it is physi
cally impossible for you to go with him, but because 
of other promises or obligations on you for the day 
you decline the invitation. "I 'cannot go' - I must 
discharge other demands on me." 

Jesus said, "No man can serve two masters" 
(Matt. 6:24). That it is impossible for a man to serve 
two masters- God and Satan- at the same time is 
certain. It is true, though, that one who is a servant of 
Satan can turn from the service of Satan and become 
a servant of Jehovah. "Ye cannot serve God and mam~ 
mon" (Matt. 6:24). "Know ye not, that to whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or obedi
ence unto righteousness?" (Rom. 6: 16). 

"Cannot Fast• 
"And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the 
bride chamber fast, while the bridegroom is with 
them? as long as they have the bridegroom with them, 
they cannot fast" (Mark 2:19). Did Jesus convey the 
idea to the ones addressed that it was literally impos
sible for one to fast in the presence of the bridegroom? 
Surely no one thinks that while the bridegroom was 
present one could not abstain from food. Just what 

. did Jesus mean when he said, "As long as they have the 
bridegroom with them, they cannot fast"? 

"Cannot Com.-
You recall the narrative of the great supper to which 
many guests were invited - and, too, that when the 
time came to dine there was embarrassment because 
of the absence of guests. The servants on contacting 
the invited were met with many excuses. Among them 
was a man who said: "I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come" (Luke 14:20). Did the man 
intend to convey the thought that it was impossible 
for him to attend the supper - that it was physically 
impossible for him to be present? He did not. I know! 
How? Why? Because it is stated that the man assigned 
an "excuse" for not attending - he did not give a 
reason! 

Paul said: "Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's 
table, and of the table of devils" (1 Cor. 10:21) •. 1t is 
equally as true that one "cannot" eat at the table of 
devils and the table of the Lord, but one who has 
been eating at the table of Satan can tum therefrom 
and eat at the table of the Lord. It is not impossible 
for one to cease to eat at the table of devils, become 
a Christian, and eat at the table of the Lord. When 
one becomes a child of God, he does not cease to be 
a creature of volition. 



If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Following these statements, John says: 
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin: 
for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, 
because he is born. of God ... for his seed [the 
Word of God] remaineth in him and he cannot 
sin. 

For the seed to remain in one is for that one to 

keep it in his heart, to heed its demands, to be ad
vised by its warnings, and to be entreated by its 
promises. So long as one does such, he does not sin 
- he cannot sin! 

Remember, though. Satan will steal the Word from 
your heart if you do not constantly guard yourself 
against his wiles. Keep God's law within your heart, 
then none of your steps shall "slide" (Psa. 17:31). 

"Thy word have I hid in mine heart that I might 
not sin against thee" (Psa. 119: 11). 

Sarah Andrews 
By Hugo McCord 

In 1962 (April 1-8), when I was privileged to do 
the preaching in a gospel meeting in Dickson, 
Tennessee, I was told about Sarah Andrews 

(1890-1961), a dedicated Christian who had been 
buried in Japan just a year earlier. 

· Twenty-five miles out in the country from 
Dickson her father and mother, parents of eight chil
dren, started a congregation in their home. On one 
of their visits in Dickson, they heard J. M. McCaleb, 
on a furlough from his missionary work in Japan, 
tell about bappzing some Japanese and starting some 
Japanese congregations. 

Sarah, baptized at age 14 in 1904, wanted to go 
tp Japan. Prayerfully and diligently she pursued her 
goal. At the age of 25, in 1915, single and alone, 
with her parents supplying the money, she sailed 
from San Francisco. 

· For a young lady to arrive in a foreign land, to 
learn a new and difficult language, to begin house 
Bible classes with neighborhood children, and then 
with their mothers, these were no small accomplish
ments. She used her house to teach them to cook and 
to sew and to help them to learn about Jesus. 

With the passing of the years the children be
came teenagers, and were baptized along with some 
mothers and fathers. Sarah's extended and tireless 
work from 1915 up to the start of World II, 26 
years, resulted in four congregation being estab
lished by Christians whom she had taught and in 
property being acquired for places to meet. 

However, when World War II started, she was 
arrested as an enemy alien, and confined to a boat
house on a river. But dampness and a starvation diet 

brought on tuberculosis. The authorities, giving her 
up soon to die, sent her back to her home in 
Shizouka, 70 miles south of Tokyo. But they also 
sent 17 wounded soldiers for her to nurse. 

She was so weak that at times she had to crawl 
from cot to cot. Neighborhood children, whom she 
had taught and who loved her, brought in some 
food. But the task was too much. She fainted, and 
never knew how long she was unconscious. On com
ing to, perhaps two days later, all the soldiers had 
been moved out, and she had been left to die. Again, 
little children, with handouts, saved her life. 

Over in America was a large air force base at 
Tyler, Texas, from which men were being shipped 
out for the Far East. Myrtle Thompson, Sarah's sis
ter in the flesh and in the Lord, was the wife of 
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T. B. Thompson, the local preacher at Tyler. Myrtle 
regularly invited air force men for Sunday dinners. 
To each one she gave the last address she had for Sa
rah. For three years only one message had come 
from Sarah, and that was through the Red Cross. 

When General Douglas MacArthur had entered 
Tokyo, a Christian soldier, with the address given 
him by Myrtle in his billfold, drove a jeep 70 miles 
to find Sarah nearly dead. Her body was swollen 
showing approaching starvation. She weighted only 
75 pounds. The soldier gave her his emergency ra
tions and returned to Tokyo, and returned with a full 
truckload of groceries and supplies. He had saved 
her life. Later, Sarah wrote, "I soon gained 25 
pounds." Years later she wrote: 

When the Japanese saw these blessings show
ered upon me they exclaimed, "Surely the Su
preme Being is with that woman." To have these 
people recognize God and to ascribe unto Him 
the power of my liberation made me rejoice that 
I had been counted worthy to suffer. Yes, God 
showed Himself strong. He saved my life. He 
saved the property. But the victory of God's will 
in regard to the church in Japan is the source of 
greatest joy and thanksgiving (Dickson County 
Herald, Nov. 15, 1946). 

Mack Wayne Craig, Sarah's nephew, writes: 
She became 'mother' in a special sense to Oiha 
San, who was as devoted to her, and cared for 
her as tenderly during her final illness as any 
child could have done. When Oiha San was or
phaned many years before, she found the love 
and care she needed in Aunt Sarah's home; and 
her gratitude supplied every need as life ebbed 
away from her 'teacher.' She and the other 'chil
dren' who had been blessed by her 'labors for 
forty-six years buried her body with loving care 
and erected an i'mposing monument to the 
memory of one who said, ' It's as near to heaven 
from Japan as from America.' 

The Lord's church in Shizuoka meets in the house 
bought by Sarah Andrews and Hettie Lee Ewing. The 
extra large living room is called the "chapel." Lois and 
I had the privilege of worshiping there on December 
26, 1971. At that time Billy Smith was preaching there 
full time, and I had the privilege of preaching that 
Sunday morning. After service we met Oiha San, who 
spoke sentimentally, calling herself "one of Sarah's 
girls." We were taken to the cemetery and saw the 
monument which Oiha San and other loving Chris
tians had provided and placed beside Sarah's grave. 
Sarah had died ten years before our visit. 
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Mack Wayne Craig also writes: 
One of the rich blessing of early life was the 

knowledge of my 'Aunt Sarah' Andrews who left 
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her native Tennessee on Christmas Day, 1915, to 
become a missionary in Japan, from which she 
went home to her Lord forty-six years later. 

Her visits home were occasions of special joy, 
and I would sit by the hour to hear her tell of 
life in the country that she came to love devot
edly. I remember vividly a conversation when I 
was perhaps ten years old, when I had become 
so excited over the work she described that I 
wanted to go back with her. I can hear her yet 
saying, 'Honey, you wouldn't do any more for 
the Lord in Japan than you will do at home.' ... 

... I remember especially one conversation in 
which Aunt Sarah related how many times she 
had given away all of the food and money which 
she had to some of her 'children' who were des
titute. I was appalled at the idea of her giving 
until she had absolutely nothing left for herself, 
and said, 'Aunt Sarah, weren't you afraid you 
would starve?' Her immediate reply lingers in my 
mind after some thirty years: 'Honey, there has 
never been a time when I have given away every
th ing I had that the next boat from America 
didn't bring food or money or both.' Little won
der that with such faith in God and devotion to 
those she served, 'her children rise up and call her 
blessed.' 
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Meat or Milk? 
By Dr. John Hobbs 

Hebrews 5:12-6:1 states: 
For when by reason of the time ye ought to be 
teachers, ye have need again that some one 
teach you the rudiments of the first principles of 
the oracles of God; and are become such as have 
need of milk, and not of solid food. For every 
one that partaketh of milk is without experience 
of the word of righteousness; for he is a babe. 
But solid food is for full grown men .. . let us 
press on unto perfection (i.e. full growth). 

This stern warning to the first-century Christians 
is valid today. We have too many Christians today 
that only want to feed on the milk of the Word. They 
do not want the meat of the Word. This is one rea
son why many churches are dying. If we are to see 
the Church of Christ grow, there must be teaching 
and preaching with meat and not just milk. There is 
something wrong with a Christian who does not de
sire the meat of the Word! 

One time I was trying to explain to an elder a 
translation problem. When I brought out a fact 
about the subjunctive mood in the Greek, he quickly 
responded, "That does not mean anything to me." 
But, it should have meant something to him. Any 
valid translation is based on the Greek not the En
glish. He was showing his ignorance and a lack of 
desire for the meat of the Word. How sad! 

I have been in Bible classes where preachers have 
made serious mistakes in their interpretation of 
~od's Word because they did not have knowledge of 
New Testament Greek. I do not think that anyone 
expects the man in the pew to know Greek. How
ever, he should appreciate his teacher for knowing it 
and giving him insights into God's Word that he 
could not find on his own. In my thirty years of 
teaching the Bible, I have found that the spiritual 
Christian desiring to grow appreciates an in-depth 
study from Greek and Hebrew while the weak does 
not. 

One reason some weak brethren do not like any
one referring to the Greek is because they do not 
want to admit that someone has an insight into the 
Bible they do not have. This is jealousy. When we go 
to a medical doctor, do we mind him instructing us 
on the technical problem? (Of course we want him 

to put it in words we can understand.) But, we ap
preciate his years of study and research. When we go 
to a lawyer, do we mind him instructing us on the 
technical problem? Again, we want it in words we 
can understand, but we appreciate his years of study 
and realize we are the beneficiaries of his study. Why 
can't some brethren do likewise with preachers who 
have much needed training in biblical languages? 

In Matthew 5:3 a knowledge of the Greek word 
for "poor" illuminates the meaning of the passage. 
There are two Greek words for "poor." In Luke 
16:20 the same word for "poor" in Matthew 5:3 is 
translated "beggar." In Matthew 5:3 Jesus was not 
talking about a poor man who struggles to live. Jesus 
was referring to a man who begs, he who is in com
plete spiritual destitution and realizes that only God 
can help him. 

The apostle Paul told Timothy, "Give diligence 
to present thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the 
word of truth." The words "give diligence" come 
from speudo, which means "be zealous, exert one
self, be industrious." I believe every preacher of 
God's Word should exert himself and give maximum 
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effort to be the best Bible teacher he can possibly be. 
A knowledge of Greek becomes a good tool. 

When false teachers refer to the Greek to claim 
their view, we must be able to .demonstrate they have 
misused the Greek. The Jehovah's Witnesses misuse 
John 1:1, John 8:5 8; Revelation 3:14 and many more 
passages. The denominational world misuses Acts 
2:38; Mark 16:16; Romans 6:17-18, 1 Peter 3:21; 1 
Corinthians 14:2 and inany more. The Roman Catho
lics misuse Matthew 16:16-19. A working knowledge 
of Greek quickly throws off the charges of the false 
teachers! Dr. Neil Lightfoot said, "There is no sin in a 
preacher not knowing Greek- the sin is to go on not 
knowing." 

As long as weak brethren want and desire only 
the milk of the Word, they will never experience 
spiritual growth. If a local congregation consists of 
brethren who do not want or desire in-depth biblical 
knowledge, they are in disobedience to the Word 
of God. That church will cease to grow. What would 
happen to a baby who is feed nothing but milk all his 
life? He would die of malnourishment. The same is 
true with our spiritual souls. One reason some 
churches are growing is that they provide solid food 
for the soul and not just milk! 

4642 Royal Crest 
Abilene~~ TX 79606 

(Thank you~~ Dr. Hobbs~~ for this insightful article. 
Your point is well taken. Still~~ Jesus spoke to and was 
gladly heard by the common people (Mark 12:37).If 
we make an in-depth knowledge of ancient language 
mandatory to acceptable teaching of God~~s Word~~ we 
take the message away from the average person and 
brand him as incapable of understanding or teaching 
God11s Word. This could result in turning it over to 
the experts~~ and taking a hike. It could even discour
age the saved person,s obligation to teach others the 
way of truth. It is a fact that good English transla
tions of the Bible are sufficient to enable us to teach 
the beginner and the full grown - milk drinkers and 
meat eaters. We understand that Dr. Hobbs is not ad
vocating chaining the Bible to the pulpit~~ but is point
ing out the great advantage of having some men in 
the church who are able to help us to a more perfect 
understanding of eternal truth. In my experience~~ 
when we get to the bottom line~~ our English transla
tions are adequate. The fact is we do not need every 
''strikebreaking" preacher claiming to be an expert in 
Greek and Hebrew. There are few- very few- such 
experts. Many who claim this expertise are woefully 
lacking.) Fp 
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Instrumental Music in Churches 
By J. W. McGarvey 

In the earlier years of the present Reformation 
there was entire unanimity in the rejection of 
instrumental music from our public worship. It 

was declared unscriptural, inharmonious with the 
Christian institution, and a source of corruption. In 
the course of time, individuals here and there called in 
question the correctness of this decision, and an at
tempt was occasionally made to introduce instru
ments in some churches. It was at first a sufficient 
objeCtion to such attempts that they offended a large 
portion of the congregation, and that the Scriptures 
forbid giving offense to the brethren. But more re
cently, congregations have been found who areal
most, if not altogether, unanimous in favor of instru
ments, and upon the principle of church indepen
dence they have assumed the right to make use of 
them without regard to the wishes of other congrega
tions. If the practice is in itself innocent, then these 
congregations act upon a correct principle and others 
have no right to interfere or complain. Moreover, in 
that case the taste and judgment of the majority in 
every congregation ought to rule, and the minority 
should cheerfully acquiesce. This state of things 
changes somewhat the practical character of the issue, 
and places it before us as an original question. As 
such, we must discuss it upon its merits; we must call 
in, for the time, our former decision, renew the origi
nal investigation, lay aside all feeling pro and con, and 
start anew the inquiry: Ought we to make use of mu
sical instruments in public worship? 

By what standard shall we judge of this question? 
If there is any Scripture authority upon the subject, 
then of course we must hear that first; if not, then 
expedience must supply the test. If the Scriptures 
leave us at liberty, we must decide whether to exer
cise the liberty of using the instruments or the liberty 
of disusing them, according as experience and sound 
judgment may dictate. But if the Scriptures do not 
leave us at liberty, then we have no right to appeal to 
expediency, except for the purpose of vindicating 
the decision of the Scriptures. If these observations 
are correct, our first, and maybe our final, appeal is 
to the word of God. To this we confine the present 
article. 

The advocates of instrumental music sometimes 
assume that the Scriptures do furnish authority in its 
favor. They find this authority in the fact that instru
ments were used in the temple worship of the Jews, 
and that they are also represented as being used by the 
angels in heaven. In view of these two facts, two ques
tions are propounded - first: Can that be wrong in 
the Christian congregation, which was acceptable to 
God in the Jewish congregation? I answer: It may be. 
The offering of victims, the sprinkling of blood, the 
burning of incense, and the perpetuallight.of burning 
lamps was acceptable to God in Jewish worship; but 
they are not in Christian worship; and so may instru
mental music not be. But in view of the second fact, it 
is asked: Can that be wrong among saints on earth 
which is right among saints and angels in heaven? I 
answer again: It may be. Angels and saints in glory 
may be granted privileges which ought not to be 
granted to men in the flesh, for that may be harmless 
there which would be dangerous here, as children 
must be denied privileges which older persons may 
enjoy with impunity. If, then, the inhabitants of 
heaven do literally use harps of gold, which may well 
be doubted, it may still be unsafe and improper that 
harps or any other musical instruments should be 
used in Christian congregations. 

How, then, are we to decide whether a certain 
element in Jewish worship, or in the worship of 
heaven, is acceptable in the Christian church? Un
doubtedly we are to decide it by the teaching of the 
New Testament, which is the only rule of practice 
for Christians. Whatever is authorized by this teach
ing is right, and whatever it condemns is wrong in 
us, whether it belongs to the service of the Jews or 
the service of the angels. 

But it is argued that the New Testament is silent 
upon the subject of instrumental music, and we are, 
therefore, left to judge of what would be acceptable to 
God by what he did accept in Jewish worship. Now, it 
must be admitted that the New Testament is silent 
upon this subject, and that this argument is at least 
plausible. But is it conclusive? Before we affirm it is we 
should first look ahead and see whether the affirma
tion will not involve some unwelcome consequences. 
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There is nothing said in the New Testament 
about burning incense in connection with Christian 
worship. It was authorized in Jewish worship, and it 
is represented in John's. vision as accompanying the 
worship of the angels. Shall we thence argue that in 
the silence of the New Testament, these facts should 
be taken as an indication of the divine will, and, like 
the Catholics, shall we burn incense in our public 
worship? Shall we, for the same reason keep lamps 
or candles burning in our churches and array our 
preachers in gorgeous robes? For all these the argu
ment is valid, if it is valid for instrumental music. If, 
therefore, we adopt the latter, we dare not pro
nounce any man or any church unscriptural in prac
tice that adopts the other three. In whatever light 
this conclusion might appeal to a Catholic or an 
Episcopalian, it must certainly convince every dis
ciple that the argument from which it springs is un
sound. When we come to discover the exact fallacy 
that it involves, we may get hold of a thread of 
thought that will completely reverse the conclusion. 

This.a~gument is based upon the assumption that 
whatever was practiced in the Jewish worship may 
be in Christian worship, provided the New Testa
ment does not condemn it. This assumption forms 
the major premise of the argument, and we see, from 
the examples just adduced that it is inadmissible. 

The true method of arguing in reference to Jew
ish acts of worship must place the subject in an en
tirely different light. We may lay it down as an indis
putable proposition - at least, one not to be dis
puted among us - that we cannot !mow what acts 
of worship are acceptable to God, except by express 
statements of revelation. Furthermore, seeing that in 
different dispensations there are some differences in 
the acts of acceptable worship, we cannot know 
what is acceptable under a particular dispensation, 
except by express statements of revelation with ref
erence thereto. We cannot, therefore, by any possi
bility, know that a certain element of worship is ac
ceptable to God in the Christian dispensation, when 
the Scriptures that speak of that dispensation are si
lent in reference to it. To introduce any such element 
is unscriptural and presumptuous. It is will-worship, 
if any such thing as will-worship can exist. On this 
ground we condemn the burning of incense, the 
lighting of candles, the wearing of priestly robes, 
and the reading of printed prayers. On the same 
ground we condemn instrumental music. Let it be 
observed that we here confine ourselves to acts of 
worship. ... We might be excusable for adopting 
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means not mentioned in the Scriptures for spreading 
knowledge of the gospel, and still inexcusable for in
troducing in our worship of God an element which 
he has not authorized. 

Some writers, more sharp than logical, have en
deavored to reduce this argument to absurdity by in
sisting that if we must avoid the use of instruments 
because they are unauthorized, we must also lay 
aside the notebook, the tuning, forkt and even the 
hymnbook. But the hymns and spiritual songs autho
rized by the New Testament were human composi
tions, and the right to sing implies propriety of ev
erything necessary to singing. The notes of the scale, 
and some standard of sound, being necessary to the 
art of singing are, therefore, innocent and scriptural. 
But the same cannot be said of in instrument de
signed to control the singing and to constitute the 
chief element in the joyful sound which fills the 
house of worship. It can not, therefore, be justified 
on this ground. 

If, now, any man can mention an act or an ele
ment of worship known to be acceptable to God, but 
not authorized by the New Testament, he will prove 
this argument against instrumental music in the 
church to be invalid. I know not how it can be done 
in any other way. 

But I have another argument based upon this 
same silence of the New Testament, to which I invite 
special attention. Whether silence in reference to a 
practice implies approbation or disapprobation, 
sometimes depends upon the circumstances of the 
case. In the present case we will see that it implies 
most emphatic disapprobation. 

The Christian worship was instituted by inspired 
men who had every one been reared under the Jewish 
economy, and who in more than one instance exhib
ited a strong disposition to perpetuate its usages in the 
Christian church. Under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, they did perpetuate some of those usages, but 
discontinued others. Seeing, now, that all the acts of 
Jewish worship had been appointed by divine author
ity, the only conceivable reason why any of them were 
discontinued must have been that they were unsuited 
to the Christian worship. The very fact, therefore, 
that any part of the Jewish worship was discontinued 
by those who organized the Christian church is a di
rect condemnation of it by the Spirit of God as un
suited to the new institution. But the use of instru
mental music is all element of Jewish worship which 
was thus discontinued, and, therefore, it is con
demned by the infallible authority of the Spirit. 



I wish this argument to be examined carefully 
and candidly. It is briefly stated, but I trust it will be 
understood. H it is valid, nothing more need be said 
against instrumental music among lovers of the 
truth; and certainly nothing more should be said in 
their favor unless it can be set aside. On it and its 
predecessor I now rest the case so far as Scripture 
authority is concerned and I would be glad to hear 

from any brother who thinks he can reply success
fully to either. The brethren who have adopted or 
advocated instrumental music in the church, owe it 
to themselves, to their brethren who differ from 
them, and to the good name of our common cause to 
meet the issue in candid, fraternal discussion. Let us, 
then, have the question fully discussed and finally 
settled. McGarvey, in Millennia! Harbinger, 1864. 
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Dodrinal Fornication 
By Dennis W. Gruening 

T here are many people today who, although 
claiming to be Christians, express confusion 
about why God would require us to do cer

tain things. To them, it is not enough that "God 
commands it and we should do it." The problem, of 
course, lies in their lack of proper study of the Word 
of God, and in their refusal to accept what the Bible 
says as authoritative. 

One issue that divides churches of Christ is the 
question of marriage, divorce, and remarriage. 
When looking at what Jesus said in response to the 
Pharisees in Matthew 19:3-9, we must understand 
that the great underlying principle behind God's 
commandments is expressed in Matthew 22:37-40 
as love of God and love of fellow man. When ap
plied to God's marriage law, the concept is simple: 
you wouldn't want your spouse to divorce you for 
some arbitrary reason so you shouldn't do the same 
to your spouse. 

In the Old Testament, we can read of many 
things that the Jews were required to do, which on 
the surface seem purely arbitrary. The blood sacri
fices required under the old law are a good example 
of this. Why did God require all of those sacrifices, 
especially since they accomplished nothing in the 
taking away of sins (Heb. 10:1-4)? The writer of the 
book of Hebrews explains that these things were 
commanded as a shadow of the true sacrifice, which 
was to come: the sacrifice of God's only begotten 
Son on the cross of Calvary. The importance of 
shadow and reality, type and anti-type, in the rela
tionship between the Old and New Covenants is a 
concept which needs to be firmly grasped' by anyone 
who wants to fully understand why God requires us 

to do certain things. 
At first glance, the commandments given on mar

riage, divorce and remarriage in the 19th chapter of 
Matthew appear to be somewhat arbitrary. Or do 
they? Matthew 19:9 in particular appears to be a 
cold, hard commandment: 

And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall 
marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso 
marrieth her which is put away doth commit 
adultery. 

But, let's look at the local context of this verse. 
Verse 8 is the key to understanding that this is not an 
arbitrary commandment. In Matthew 19:8, the last 
line reads, "but from the beginning it was not so." 
Whenever you see these words, or words like them, 
it's likely that a shadow/reality, or a type/anti-type 
situation is being referred to, and this is the case here. 

In the 5th chapter of Ephesians, Paul goes into 
great detail in explaining the relationship between 
husband and wife, but the summation of the chapter 
involves the relationship between Christ and the 
church. "This is a great mystery: but I speak con-
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cerning Christ and the church" (Eph. 5 :32). 
Frequendy, when we see the term "mystery" in 

the writings of Paul, it refers to something God 
planned from the beginning, but hid until the time of 
its revealing under the New Covenant. Most "myster
ies" written of in the New Testament have a corre
sponding "shadow/reality" or "type/anti-type" rela
tionship with something from the Old Covenant. In 
this case, Paul wrote that the relationship between 
Christ and His church was planned and known by 
God from the very beginning. What was the type/anti
type of this relationship? The marriage relationship 
between man and woman. 

God intended from the beginning that the bond 
between Christ and his church should be a lasting one; 
and the same is true of the bond between husband and 
wife. If you look at Matthew 19:9 and the fifth chap
ter of Ephesians in the light of this type/anti-type re
lationship, it's clear that the relationship between 
Christ and his church is a true husband/wife relation
ship. 

The only just cause given for divorce in Matthew 
19:9 is fornication, and when applied to the church, 
can be defined as following a doctrine other than the 
doctrine of Christ. We know that Jesus could never 
be the guilty party in a divorce between himself and 
his church, and must conclude that it is the indi
vidual congregations of his church that can be guilty 
of fornication. Never was this so clear as in what 
Jesus communicated through John to the church at 
Thyatira as recorded in Revelation 2:20-25, where 
Jesus said: 

Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
except they repent of their deeds. And I will kill 
her children with death; and all the churches 
shall know that I am he which searcheth the 
reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one 
of you according to your works. But unto you I 
say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as 
have not this doctrine, and which have not 
known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will 
put upon you none other burden (Rev. 2:22-24). 

Any church of Christ can do what many in the 
church at Thyatira did: follow another doctrine, thus 
committing doctrinal fornication, and be divorced by 
Christ because of the sin of fornication by the church 
(the betrothed wife) against Christ (the husband). 
This happens when a congregation of the church 
openly aligns itself with denominational error. By 
doing this, the church has actually divorced itself 
from Christ, has an unscriptural marriage, and is 
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guilty of adultery- not literally;but figuratively. This 
sin will cause this church to be nothing more than a 
.denomination, and not right in the sight of God! 
God's hatred of spiritual fornication and adultery is 
also revealed by the prophets, being described as 
"committing great whoredom, departing from the 
Lord" (Hos. 1 :2). 

God condemns divorce and remarriage, except 
for fornication, because of the intimate relationship 
between the man and woman. God tied these two 
relationships together in the strongest of bonds, ex
pressed in what Jesus said in Matthew 19:6. "Where
fore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What 
therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder." 

This is the importance of doctrinal purity! God 
has joined the church to Christ. Let not man put that 
relationship asunder by causing the church to coin
mit doctrinal fornication, leaving Jesus for some 
other gospel, which is not really another gospel, but 
a perversion which is calculated to please men and 
not God. (Gal. 1:6-10). 
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Church Discipline 
By Bob Cruse 

,
he Dallas Morning News (Aug 7, 1999) 
printed an article by Deborah Kovach 
Caldwell titled, "Excommunication for Adul

tery? At One Church~ Yes." 
The lengthy article deals with the subje~t of 

church discipline as practiced by a particular church. 
Its focus is on members who have become adulterers. 

Recently, at a "special excommunication ritual," 
the article recounts, the topic of Pastor Dale Smith's 
sermon was, "The·Nature~ Wa"ant and Necessity of 
Biblictil Church Discipline." The basis for the sermon 
was "the fifth chapter of the Book of 1 Corinthians." 

Two· hundred twenty members of the Colleyville 
Presbyterian Church were in attendance. According 
to the reporter, the service was a "ritualized shun
ning for" a sexual transgressor who refused tore
pent. It was the fourth such service in recent years. 

The article should be required reading for mod
ern leaders of the church of Christ. Possibly some 
who have rejected the teachings of Jesus and his 
apostles on church discipline might be able to accept 
it from this denominational source. 

This Presbyterian preacher, with the obvious 
backing of his "elders" and his congregation, is 
quoted as saying, "Christian moral boundaries ..• are 
not negotiable." 

Then, in an indictment of his own denomination 
as well as the true "body of Christ," he continues: 
"The church has abandoned its historical stance, 
which declared that right is right and wrong is 
wrong." 

The "pastor" assured his interviewer that the 
process is "done ii1 the context of love" for the per
petrator - another biblical concept many times for
gotten by Christians. 

The interviewees for this article included the 
adulterer's wife who, with her children, are "still 
wounded" several months after the desertion. 

The reporter comments that the deserted woman 
is "relieved her church upheld God's law." 

One "expert" interviewed, Scott Jones, history 

I http://www.blble-lnfonet.org/ 

professor at SMU's Perkins School of Theology, had 
some incisive comments regarding church discipline 
in the denominations. 

The idea of personal freedom within the church 
community," he says, "became a higher value than 
the moral teaching ... The thinking goes that if they 
stick around the church, even though they're sin
ning, they might eventually repent." 

He observes that the Colleyville.church "may be 
on the leading edge of a swing back toward church 
discipline." 

To many of us it is a tragic shame that leaders of 
the church Christ built cannot be the force behind 
this "swing back" to biblical church discipline. Why 
do we have to be taught biblical lessons by a denomi
nation? 112 Wood Haven 
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Potpourri ••• 
Someone has said, "The English like eccentrics. 

They just don't like them living next door." 
Most of us agree. 

My dear and now enthroned friend, J. Porter 
Wilhite, used to say, "People are funnier than any
body." Then he would add, with a twinkle in his eye, 
"I know, I used to be one of them." 

Potpourri attempts to prove that both the En
glish and Porter Wilhite are right. We like strange 
people as long as they stay at a distance, and they are 
funny (in the sense of strange, odd, curious, weird, 
and abnormal). Mark Twain observed, "Humor must 
not professedly teach and it must not professedly 
preach, but it must do both if it would live forever." 

So, laugh a little - it won't break your face. 
Some of this stuff will give you an insight you have 
not had before and may make you more human -
though, we pray, not less spiritual. 

Not everything that follows is eccentric, but 
some of it is. Knowing this stuff may help us relate 
effectively to our fellow, human creatures • . • and, 
who knows, it may help us understand them enough 
to teach them a little, and ourselves a lot. 

Callloraia (W6ere flse?J 
OAccording to the Chicago Tribune (Sept. 11), 

thanks again to our dear friend Earl Davis, the San 
Francisco Commission of Animal Control voted to 
include the term "pet guardian" when referring to 
animal-people relationships. The chairman of the 
commission explained this will keep us from think
ing that animals are human property. 

The Bible says, "And . . . God said unto them .. 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the heavens, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the earth" Gen. 1 :28). God thinks ani
mals are human property. Humans are not just "pet 
guardians." This does not mean animal abuse, but it 
does mean that animals were put here for the use 
and benefit of man - not the other way around. 

"Rise, Peter, kill and eat." 

More of tiJe Same - aad I'm llot llllldlag 
5John Leo (U.S. News & World Report, Sept. 

20) says that "according to anim3l-rights activists, a 
great ape will testify in an American Courtroom, 
speaking through a voice synthesizer." 
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Drake University law Professor William Reppy 
Jr., who concocted this tragedy, said "Apes can talk 
only at a level of a human 4-year-old, so they may 
not be ready to discuss abstractions." 

Really? 
One problem is that apes, according to John 

Leo, "may not be able to convince judges that they 
know right from wrong." Leo, obviously, is out of 
touch with some judges. 

The idea is that apes ought to be able to sue hu
mans for enslaving them. 

Are these folks serious? Enslaved gorillas suing 
for their constitutional rights? Oh yes, radical ani
mal rights activists think that all animals are morally 
equal to humans and have the same rights as people. 

"Would bacteria have rights?" asks one exasper
ated law professor, Richard Epstein, of the Univer
sity of Chicago Law School. Yes, and we add, what 
about Cockroach liberation? 

A dozen law schools now feature courses on ani
mal law. The course description of next spring's 
"Animal Law Seminar" at Georgetown University 
Law Center is to deal with why laws "purporting to 
protect animals have failed." 

How about the rights of trees and rocks and 
rills? 

We may not be as far away from old-line Hindu
ism as you might think. "Hey, don't step on that ant 
- it {she) may be my grandma." 

jail Sllll More 

OGood friend and brother, Bill Rogers, sends a 
column from The Tennessean - that's a newspaper 
- {Sunday, Sept. 19) that is chock full of human 
foibles that may make us smile, but can also teach us 
psychology, as did So~omon in the book of Proverbs. 
We need to know more about the human animal. So, 
here goes: 

+In Rome {that's in Italy) at vacation time ani
mal shelters are flooded with abandoned cats and 
dogs. What's worse, is the uptick in the number of 
parents who are dropped off at hospital emergency 
rooms by the same departing vacationers. 

+Donovan Moore, 43, impatiendy cut into a 
line of cars in a funeral procession and then made 
obscene gestures at the mourners. 



• A 33-year-old man drove his vehicle into a 30-
year-old woman's fence and tore her gate off its 
hinges. He had driven to town to have sex with her, 
but she refused. (She must be some kind of nut.) 

• Victoria Smith, 58, pulled a gun on Chester 
Miller of the Saddle (AR) Baptist Church because he 
had not preached on Revelation, which was impor
tant to Smith because he was in a feud with another 
church member. (That's a good enough reason
are you sure it was a Baptist Church?) 

• Wesley Free, 44, fired on the congregation at 
the Church of the First Born in Oklahoma City be
cause they wouldn't take his name off the church 
roll. (Logic is logic, is all I say.) 

• Susan Bauer claimed she could not cut her 
grass because she was protecting exotic prairie 
plants. When that was rejected by the court, she filed 
a lawsuit claiming she has a bad back that makes 
mowing her lawn a violation of the Americans With 
Disabilities Act. (Wonder if that will work with my 
wife?) 

• The Arkansas Supreme Court tossed out the 
DUI conviction of Michael Norris because the police 
had administered a field sobriety test in his bedroom. 

• Officials at Langara College in Vancouver, 
British Columbia cancelled a course on shamanism 
after the instructor, Lennart Aastrup, convinced his 
23 students to take off their clothes so they could 
identify their bodies' energy patterns. 

• Los Angeles police arrested elementary school 
teacher Wendell Smith, 46, after his fourth-grade 
students turned him in for stripping during class and 
making obscene gestures. 

• Animals break into a liquor storage area and 
drink up. Authorities in New Delhi, India say they 
could tell the rats were drunk because they were at
tacking cats. 

• In South Yorkshire, England a 14-year-old dis
closed he is the father of a pregnant 12-year-old 
girl's child (he says she was his 11th sex partner) and 
told reporters, "I think I will make a good dad." 

• A burglar lowered himself through a 
restaurant's grease vent, then changed his mind but 
couldn't get back out because it was too slippery, 
and had to wait 11 hours to be rescued. (He doubt
less will sue the restaurant.) 

rate a look 
OBrodie Crouch has recently put on .the internet 

http://sprhill.net/hcrouch/ a hundred sermon out
lines. 

lear llalley 
liThe Bear Valley Institute of Denver trains 

preachers and Christian workers at all academic lev
els. J .J. Turner is president of BVBID and announces 
a new doctorate program. 

Saalceoll 
GM.D. Anderson Cancer Center's Place of 

Wellness, Houston, Texas, encourages patients to do 
yoga and tai chi. Students are taught hypnosis, medi
tation, biofeedback, and follow a Buddhist monk's 
tan-jian breathing exercises. 

In the operating room, in New York, as a sur
geon performs a healer moves her hands from posi
tion to position to run a kind of energy into the 
patient's "kidney meridian." (Beats a ride in a Man
hattan taxi.) 

We used to call this quackery. 
Well, I guess people who think apes should tes

tify. in court to gain their independence are not 
above acupuncture, homeopathy, aromatherapy, 
macrobiotics, colonies, reflexology, and other new 
age hocus pocus in "medicine." After all that is the 
only medical treatment 80 percent of the world has. 

As for my house and me, give us ~ good witch
doctor, and send the bill to our HMO. 

At last count, 34 of the country's 125 medical 
schools - including Harvard, Yale and Johns 
Hopkins - offer courses in alternative medicine 
(Source: Houston Chronicle, June 14). ,,.,, .. 

OThe debate over the origin of man has centered 
on evolution versus creationism. 

Evolution describes development of life on earth 
from single celled organisms over about 3.5 billion 
years. Creationists accept the Genesis account -
God created the world in six days about 6,000 years 
ago, and that humans, animals, and other life forms 
exist today much as they did then. 

The truth is that the fossil index and all other 
scientific testimony agrees with the creationists and 
not the evolutionists (Source: Montgomery Adver
tiser, Oct. 13 -we are indebted to an unknown 
contributor who sent the clipping to us without 
identifying himself). 

JutdJ Solllfloa 
GIn Illinois, you have to be 21 before you can 

get a tattoo without parental consent. In the Nether
lands, under a new law proposed by the government, 
a child as young as 12, without permission of par-
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ents, is allowed to get a physician's help in commit
ting suicide. 

Do not suppose this is only for the terminally ill. 
One woman asked for and got a lethal prescription 
from her doctor because she was distraught over the 
death of her two sons and the collapse of her mar
riage. 

llaif OD Read 
0 Kathleen Parker, columnist for the Chicago Tri

bune (Sept. 15) hit the nail were it should be hit in 
discussing a new book by Ellen Galinsky. The book 
declares that kids raised in daycare say that non-pa
rental child care "has positively or somewhat posi
tively affected their development." 

Parker observes: 

Quote 

Galinsky materializes just in the nick of time 
bearing these glad tidings. •.. Talk about re
demption. To think, if all those stay-home moms 
had dropped off their babes at day care, their 
children might have been happier, more posi
tively developed and, no small thing, included in 
a survey. Who knew? Sure, children need all the 
nurturing they can get, but the bio-parent is 
non-essential, according to Galinsky. Any good 
'caregiver' will do, just so long as he or she is 
nice, attentive, loving and of course, caring. Not 
much to ask of a minimum wage earner. 

O"Organized religion is a sham and a crutch for 
weak-minded people who need strength in num
bers" (Minnesota Gov. Jesse Ventura, Chicago Tri
bune, Oct. 4). 

lro• Ooze ••" lludr 
0 Bucking recent changes in Kansas and other 

states that allow public schools to teach alternative 
views of human development, the New Mexico 
Board of Education voted overwhelmingly to limit 
the statewide science curriculum to the teaching of 
evolution. New Mexico is the first state in recent 
years to take a firm stand against creationism (Chi
cago Tribune, Oct. 10). 

j Uffle lower f6a11 Allgels 
OThe New Mexico ruling brings up an article in 

the Wall Street Journal faxed to us by good friend 
Charles Bare. The WSJ article, titled Designed for 
Living, Oct. 15, is supportive of creation by a Su
preme Being. The author, George Sim Johnston, 
stands pointing to the unanswerable proof from the 
"cosmological argument," which says in effect, Here 
the universe is! It is not the result of an accident. It 
has design and purpose. Therefore the universe had 
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to come from an intelligent being, but one far, far 
superior to man - a Supreme Being. 

Johnson wrote, "[W]e cannot so easily dismiss 
the brute fact of the universe, neither can we ignore 
its appearance of having been designed." He later 
added, "Organisms are so complex and purposeful 
that even the most implacable Darwinist, one sus
pects, must keep reminding himself that what he sees 
was not designed. Human DNA contains more orga
nized information than the Encyclopedia Britannica. 
If the full text of the Encyclopedia were to arrive in 
c;omputer code from outer space, most people would 
regard this as proof of the existence of extraterres
trial intelligence. But when seen in nature, it is ex
plained as the workings of random forces." 

Johnson tells about the conference, "Science and 
Evidence for Design in the Universe" (New York 
City by the Wethersfield Institute), in which, a panel 
of philosophers and scientists argued "that it is time 
to restate the cause for intelligent design." Modern 
knowledge, said they, makes it "harder to claim that 
mechanisms like natural selection can achieve the ir
reducible complexity of, say, the human eye." 

Darwin's famous assertion that the human eye 
had evolved at random from a "light sensitive spot" 
was examined. A "light sensitive spot" seemed a 
simple thing to Darwin; but modern biology shows 
that the chemical process needed simply to register a 
photon is extremely complex. Remove one step and 
it breaks down. In short, "whatever biochemical 
gizmo preceded the 'light sensitive spot' would have 
registered no light at all and so presumable would be 
rejected by Darwinisn selection. So how did nature 
build the eye?" 

Darwinists simply argued that science will some
day have an answer, and that in the meantime, it is a 
mistake to talk about intelligent design. 

Scientist Stuart Kauffman, according to the ar
ticle, said "there are mysteries that elude a Darwin
ian explanation and would seem to leave open the 
door to intelligent design for anyone interested in 
such an idea." 

Steven Weinberg, another scientist, was decid
edly not interested. He dismissed talk of a fine-tuned 
universe as "a dangerous regression to Greek 
myths." He also attacked religion, especially Chris
tianity. 

Johnston points out "that the mindset of medi
eval Christianity made modern science possible. The 
physicist Stanly Jaki has pointed out that science was 
still-born in every culture - Greek, Hindu, Chinese 



- except the Christian West. It was the insistence of 
thinkers like Thomas Aquinas on the rationality of 
God and his creation that paved the way for Newton 
and Einstein. 

Thank you, Charles Bare, for calling this inter
esting information to our attention. 

II low Sad 
OU.S. District Court Judge Scott Wright issued a 

temporary restraining order, halting enforcement of 
the Missouri partial-birth abortion ban. Like laws 
passed in 28 other states, the Missouri measure may 
erode the constitutional protection of abortion by 
banning "partial-birth" procedures. 

A Federal ban on partial-birth abortion has been 
twice vetoed by President Clinton, partly because 
the t~rm infanticide was used in the law and the 
child is only partly born (his head not out of the 
uterus). Since the baby is only 90 percent born, rea
sons the President, it is not infanticide, which can 
only happen if the child is fully born. Shades of "I 
did not inhale," and "I did not have sex with that 
woman." 

Penflulum 
0 Probably the most important cultural phenom

enon in contemporary Jewry is the rise of what some 
call the ba, al tesuvah movement. It is the return to 
traditional Judaism by young Jews, bringing re
newed passion and energy to traditional Jewish life 
and community. 

Well, how about young people across the board 
turning back to the basics of religion and good mor
als? How about members of the church recommit
ting to the need for the restoration of New Testa
ment Christianity in our time? It could happen- it 
could just be happening. I pray it is so. ..... , .. 

OThe South Carolina Supreme Court outlawed 
the state's $2.8 billion video poker industry. Ala
bama also defeated a lottery referendum. To under
stand you have to know how ugly popular gambling 
is. Carolina did not forbid children to play the ma
chines, and did not ban felons from owning them. 
Convenience gambling brings huge costs in terms of 
addiction and financial hardship. It is hard-core 
grab-the-pay-check gambling. It produces by its na
ture poverty, hunger, suffering, and shame - im
posed mainly on children and poor families, the 
ones least able to deal with it. 

Good for South Carolina and Alabama. How 

long will it take us to appreciate that TANSTAAFL, 
which, being interpreted is: There Ain't No Such 
Thing As A Free Lunch. 

lisgusfiag 
0 Five-year-old Blake Born was walking home 

from kindergarten with an aunt when he was shot in 
the right leg. Gangs were shooting it out and one of 
the bullets hit a child. 

1 Eight-year-old Paulette Peake was shot to 
death while buying candy. One gang member was 
shooting at another. Paulette - who made the 
honor roll two years in a row - turned around and 
was hit in the chest. 

1 Five-year-old Jose Patino was riding his bicycle 
when caught in the crossfire of rival gangs. A bullet 
passed through the child's lower back, grazed his 
bladder, and came out the front of his stomach. His 
father picked the screaming little boy off the street: 
the child survived, scarred and torn up and wary. 

1 Eleven-year-old Jeanette Crump was killed as 
she played outside her house. Gang members were 
firing at each other and a bullet hit the ijttle girl. She 
ran and when her father caught up with her, "She 
was patting her chest, laying down against the wall, 
saying, 'Daddy, Daddy.'" She died. 

1 Seven-year-old Ismael Guzman was holding his 
grandmother's hand when members of two gangs 
began shooting. One of the bullets hit the child in 
the head. He will be seven-years-old forever. 

AI Capone and his men never .did anything on 
this level- they were never this low. 

Why do we allow it to continue? The child-kill
ing gangs grow ever more brazen. Where is the out
rage? Shall we tell the kids we aren't strong enough 
to do anything about it? (Source: Chicago Tribune, 
Oct. 10) . 

lo fell 
0 Ensuring that gays and lesbians are not excluded 

form the Roman Catholic Church, and are made to 
feel welcome, is the concern of those planning the 
National Association of Catholic Diocesan Lesbian 
and Gay Ministries, which met Oct. 7-10 in Chicago's 
Arlington Heights. Patrick Lee, moderator for the 
Archdiocesan Gay and Lesbian Outreach program 
said, "The orientation of being gay or lesbian is mor
ally neutral." But he added, to be involved in homo
sexual acts "is considered morally wrong" (Source: 
Chicago Tribune, Oct. 1, 1999 -thanks to Earl Davis 
for sending this and many other clippings). ~ 
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By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: What does the word Christmas mean? 
When did the observance of the birthday of 

Christ on December 25, begin? Is it wrong for Chris
tians to engage in any of the usual activities associ
ated with Christmas such as putting up Christmas 
trees, decorating fights, and exchanging gifts? 

Answer: The word Christmas is derived from the 
proper name "Christ," and the addition, "mass," 

a rite or commemorative ceremony Thus, the word 
Christmas originally signified a ceremony regarding 
Christ; and, in the minds of many, the celebration of 
his birth date, thought by such to be on December 25. 
It is of significance that this word was not coined until 
the eleventh century - a thousand years after our 
Lord came to the earth. 

However, the observance or celebration of the 
birth of Christ, dates to the second century of the 
Christian era, the first traces of such being noted in 
the reign of the Roman emperor Commodus who 
died about A.D. 180. A tragic event occurred in con
nection with its observance when the pagan emperor 
Diocletian (born in A.D. 284), learned that ·there 
was a congregation of Christians assembled in the 
city of Nicomedia to celebrate the birthday of the 
Lord, and ordered the church doors closed and fire 
set to the building, all therein perishing in the 
flames. In the centuries immediately following the 
close of the apostolic age, it appears that the birth
day of Jesus was celebrated in the spring of the year, 
often as late as April or May; and, it was not until 
the fourth century that an agreement was reached by 
various religious parties and their leaders to observe 
December 25 as the day of our Lord's birth. 

The observance of Christmas, as a religious holi
day, did not originate in the apostolic age, and is 
without divine sanction. As a matter of fact, it is not 
possible to determine in what month, or on what 
day the Savior was born and inasmuch as there is 
neither precept nor example for its observance, 
faithful Christians do not keep it as a religious festi
val. While some today do regard it as such, many 
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people consider it as no more than a holiday around 
which many family, social and national traditions 
have gathered, and there are in it for them no reli
gious implications. I grew up in a home where these 
views prevailed and though the season contributed 
much to my happiness and enjoyment, I was never 
under the impression that we were observing 
Christ's birthday. Christmas, when thus regarded, is 
simply an occasion when gifts are exchanged, £.ami
lies get together, and hearts are warmed by the 
happy festivities. I have always felt that children, not 
privileged to experience the innocent joys of the 
holiday season, are being deprived of rich blessings 
rightfully theirs. 

The argument, that Christmas (Christ's +Mass), 
is of Catholic origin, and that the use of the term 
perpetuates the errors of this ecclesiasticism, lacks 
merit, for two reasons: (1) the word no longer con
veys its exclusive earlier meaning, signifying to many 
of us no more than a holiday; (2) it is inconsistent to 
offer this objection and to refuse the use of the word 
Christmas, because of its origin, while using, with
out question, many others of similar objectionable 
origin, but which have also undergone modification 
hut no longer convey an improper sense. Sunday de
rives from sacred day of the sun; Monday, sacred 
day of the moon; Wednesday, "Woden's Day," 
(Woden was one of the chief idols of mythology); 
Thursday designates the day of the war God, Thor; 
and Saturday comes from Saturn, the ancient god of 
seed sowing. To us the days of the week bear no re
semblance to earlier usage and we use them in har
mony with their meaning to us and not to others. 
Similarly, Christmas is not a "mass for Christ," but a 
day of joy, gladness, and warmth when friends and 
loved ones take occasion to meet and mingle, ex
change gifts and good wishes, and relax in a season 
of happiness and good will. 

Freed-Hardeman University 
Lectureship Book, pp. 202-3 
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1996 Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship Book 

The Apostle Paul: 
Great Soldier of the Cross 
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7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Arizona-
p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

-Ohio-Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
:Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box ofChrist,S410LakeHowellRd.,Sun.9, lOa.m., D N h 'd Ch h f h 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 6 W d 7 15 (407) 657 0657 ayton - ort n ge urc o C rist, 2211 . p.m., e • : p.m. - , Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
.a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892- w d 7 (513) 274 6801 
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., e • p.m - • 

p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 

- California - -Georgia-
Airway, 45431. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. NearWPAFB, (513) 252-9444. 

Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
'8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655- Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
0388. Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
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-Oklahoma- Sevierville - Sevierville~ Church of Christ, 208 Roanoke - Church of Christ, Rusk 8c Walnut. 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax (817) 491-2388 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, (423) 4S3-891S. John B. Daniels, preacher 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. -Texas-

- Pennsylvania - Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 

Pottstown- Coventry Hills Church of Christ, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
1339 S. Hanover St., 19464. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (215) 326-4028. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee -

Burnet-Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central Texas Lec:turesbip 

Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go S.S mi. won Hwy. 105 to 
Sapp Rd.). Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Cody Damron, preacher. 

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. Katy Fwy. n094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Cochran, preacher. Hurst- Nonheast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
Cookeville- Nonbeast Church of Christ, 450 St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m: One mile north of preachers. 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, n377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788- Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Loo H 190 tu ast S n 9 10 a.m 6 p on wy , m e • u • , ., 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. wr d 7 30 Lind U Mi·-L U • • p.m., we • : p.m. e u;ue , muuster. 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2S15.Sun. 10, 10:SOa.m.,6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Richwood - Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531. (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
.a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

I 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Rrm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The 
Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1·2 
Inches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank youl 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

RO. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430.0069 
(888) 367-6216(to// free) • fax (409) 553-3721 • Jprophet@republlc.net 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. n471 (281) 341-7n6. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio- Nonbem Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., We"- 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

-Virginia
Christiansburg- Eastside Church of Christ, 200 
Houchins, 1-81, exit 118. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (540) 382-5292 (office). 
Lowell Altizer, minister 382-1316 

Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitcbc:oclc, minister, 
(151) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 .• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:.30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Nonbside Church of Christ, 58 
West Stb St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Questions 
and 

Ausl.vers 
OpeaPoram 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Fread
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
In the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions Involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 
$f4.8S 

$3.10 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Firm Foundation 
RO. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

800-572-3619 



CLASSIFIED 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must~ For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate TX 77382 (409) 273-0100 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is -F-u-U--tun-. -e-co_n_se_rv-au-·v_e_p_r_ea_c_h_er_w_an_te-d-~-o-r -smal-l 

accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad (35+) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77 430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, (approx. 20 mi. from Panama City. Will need to 

diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. provide partial support. Ideal for the retired who 
All aSds must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the wishes to continue in God's work. Will consider 
following month. those interested in part-time work. Please send 

Preachers Needed 
Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, California, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English & 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of Elders is 
desirable. Hispanic applicants are preferred. 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellent evangelistic opportunity. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
contact Elders Gary Dee (209) 883-4651 or Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a r~sum~ to the 
Church of Christ, 1519 TuUy Road, Hughson, CA 
95326. 

Preacher wanted: Southern Illinois congregation 
seeking a full-time or part-time minister. For 
consideration please send recent tape and r~sum~ 
to Church of Christ, 502 East Fifth St., Flora, IL 
62839. (618) 662-6616; (618) 662-8934; (618) 
662-2597. 

The Church of Christ at Pottboro, Texas is seeking 
a sound, conservative preacher. Must also be a 
good personal worker and have the ability to :work 
with people of all ages. We are a congregation of 
110 united, dedicated Christians located 70 miles 

The Two 
Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the rela
t\onshlp between the two cov
enants abounds In the denomi
national world and Is finding Its 
way Into the hearts of more and 
more members of the church. 
This book teaches the truth about 
the covenants and equips read
ers with the ability to discern and 
defeat the errors advanced by so 
many today. 804 pages. 

$15.00 
plus $3.75 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ tor each additional book 

Firm Foundation 
RO. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

IG0-572-3619 

North of Dallas, TX in a very rapidly growing area 
near Lake Texoma. Please send r~sum~ to Elders, 
Pottsboro Church of Christ, 106 Herberta Street, 
Pottsboro. TX 75076 or call 903-786-9481 
Wanted: Church builder (full-time minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things 
to au• of this diverse life-styles, tie-leis. informal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culture. Send rl!sum~ 
to bgroveswon@eartblink.net for a prospectus. • 

Looking for a challenge and not a vacation? The 
Kailua Church of Christ in beautiful windward 
Oahu, Hawaii is looking for a dynamic, mission
minded man to work with out culturally diverse 
congregation of 75+. who are interested in 
growing. We can provide fair compensation, 
housing and utilities. Please send a video tape of 
recent sermon and r~um~ to Kailua Church of 
Christ, 400 Maluniu Ave •• Kailua, Hl96734. Email 
Jacobsjmc@aol.co 

Minister wanted: Need experienced personal 
worker, minister. and motivator for congregation 
of 100. Must be Bible centered and evangelistic: 
minded. Salary provided/house possibly. Send 
r~sum~ to Marshfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
458, Marshfield, MO 65706. (417) 468-4161 

Cabool Cburcb of Christ in Cabool MO (75 
members) seeks minister to work with our 
congregation and to spread the Gospel to our 
community. Contact Ray Tool (417) 926-5258 or 
Brad Brown at brad4him@pcis.net 

Conservative congregation seeking evangelist for 
quasi-mission area in west central Indiana. We 
are a congregation of about 60. Good opportunity 
to build on a foundation all ready laid to reach the 
lost. Must be strong in the pulpit and able to 
provide leadership in establishing programs. Please 
Call K. Ellmore. chairman. at (765) 793-2387 

Full-time, experienced conservative preacher 
wanted for small (25 +) congregation in Louisville, 
Miss. Providing partial support would be helpful. 
Ideal for the retired who wishes to continue in 
God's work. Will consider those interested in part
time work. Please send r~sum~ to P.O. Box 427, 
Louisville, MS 39339. (601) 677-3878. 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
for the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 

r~um~ and recent tape to 8004 Alabama Ave., 
Port St. Joe, FL 32456, or call (850) 647-3525 
after 7 p.m. 

Preacher wanted. College Hill Church of Christ. 
Gunter, TX, is searching for a pulpit minister, to 
relocate to Gunter. House furnished. Good schools. 
Send r~um~ to Troyce Haker, P.O. Box 7, Gunter, 
TX 75058 or call Charles Graham. wkdays (214) 
369-4372, evenings (903) 893-4938. 

For Sale 
Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Boolcfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books -The Lord's Church -
Past, Present, Future (1999) $15.00, The Godhead 
(1998) $15.00, Dangerous 'Isms (1997) $14.50. 
Write or call for list of others. Most boob available 
on CD. Order from Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping &: handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Church Bulletins Bound - $25.00. Please call 
Winnco 1-800-494-6626 or visit our web page 
http://winnco.homepage.comJbinding.html 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Coming in January 

Firm Foundation 
Vacation Bible School 

2000 

"God's Wonderful World" 

To ordsr sample kits 

(800) 572-3819 
fax (281) 469·7115 
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Foy E. Wallace .Jr. on CD-ROM 
......................... $149.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on 
the CD-ROM It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes 
the latest Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library 
of 14 titles in new hardback editions would retail for about 
$795.00. A large photographic section is included. Titles 
include 

1. A Review ofthe New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
5. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
11. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 

17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

Order from 

Firm Foundation • 1-800-572-3619 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
December 1999 

Address service requested. 

23rd Annual 

Fort Worth 
Lectures 

Facing 
the New Millennium 

January 9-12, 2000 

30 speakers 

Lectures Begin 
Sunday, January 9 

9:00a.m. 

Classes and Lectures 
Monday-Wednesday 

9:00 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667 • Bedford, TX 76095 

1801 Brown Trail 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 282-6526 

Plan to attend- You will be glad you did/ 
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